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• Holiday tours of the Edsel
and Eleanor Ford House, 1100
Lakeshore, continue through
Sunday, Jan. 6. Tours are given
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Tuesday through Saturday
and from noon to 4 p.m. on
Sundays. It will also be open
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on New
Year's Eve.

For more information, call
(313) 884-4222 or visit ford-
house.org.

FRIDAY, DEC. 28

• The Detroit Institute of
Arts, 200 Woodward, Detroit,
presents Curator Gallery Talk
at 11a.m. and 2 p.m.

Nancy Barr, associate cura-
tor of graphic arts, discusses
"The Best of the Best" in New
York school photography in an
exhibition from the DIA's col-
lection.

For more information, call
(313) 833-7900.

• The Detroit Institute of
Arts, 5200 Woodward, Detroit,
presents a holiday perfor-
mance of "Stregna Nona & the
Magic Pasta Pot" at 11 a.m.
and 2 p.m. today and tomor-
row, Monday, Dec. 31. For
more information, call (313)
833-7900.

MONDAY DfcC 31

• New Year's Nation is bring-
ing the biggest New Year's Eve
party to the Fillmore Detroit
theater in Detroit.

Doors open at 8 p.m. with a
red carpet reception complete
with search lights and pa-
parazzi. Tickets include a 5-
hour premium open bar, hors
d'oeuvres, food stations, a
midnight buffet of gourmet
sliders, coney's, pizza and
chocolates, a champagne
toast, party favors, a massive
balloon drop and state-of-the-
art laser light show timed to
count down with the 100th an-
niversary of the Times Square
ball drop.

Tickets are $100, $134 and
$250 and can be purchased
through Ticketmaster by log-
ging onto NewYearsNation
.com or calling The Social
Connection at (248) 543-1000.

Happy New Years from the
Grosse Pointe News staff.
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All aboard!
It's definitely a trip for believers, as pajama-clad children of all ages boarded the Grosse Pointe

Woods version of The Polar Express. While it doesn't travel all the way to the North Pole, it does

take passengers on a journey down Lakeshore and around the Pointes to view Christmas displays,

while the children's classic "The Polar Express" is read aloud. After the trip, passengers return to

the "station" at Lakefront Park for cookies and hot chocolate. Top photo, parents and children wait

for the journey to begin. Middle left photo, conductors Ann Padesky and Allison Mikula show the

departure times for the Polar Express. Middle right photo, Daniel Vogler, 4, Katie Wilk, 9, and her

sister, Nicole Wilk, have their tickets ready. Above, James Sabella, 7, River Kirklin, 7, Natalie

Gatteno, 3, J.D. Krier, 6, Kristi Krier, 3, and Joey Sabella, 3, enjoy the treats after the trip. There are

still some tickets available for the 6:15 and 7:15 p.m. tours Dec. 27-30. Tickets are $3 and reserva-

tions must be made in advance by calling the park office, 343-2470.

GROSSE POINTE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM

Online credit classes available
By Bob St. John
StaffWriter

Students will get an oppor-
tunity to take online classes,
enhancing their potential to
earn credits.

The Grosse Pointe board of
education gave its approval.

Susan Allan, assistant su-
perintendent of curriculum,
assessment, instruction and
technology, told board mem-

bers the district has seen a
modest growth in the number
of students interested in tak-
ing the online courses.

This measure was first given
approval in 2002 when school
officials set up the program.

At first, very few students
sought this credit opportunity,
but the interest has risen to a
point where more teachers are
needed to monitor a student's
progress.

"We ask students to get per-
mission and see if the course
is comparable," Allan said.

Students will have new reg-
ulations.

Allen presented the follow-
ing:

• Under current dual enroll-
ment policies and regulations,
the district will allow credit for
online courses offered for reg-

See ONLINE, page 3A

Small
package
delivers
Library trustees received
early holiday present
ByBethQuinn
StaffWriter

Grosse Pointe Public library
trustees got an early Christmas
gift from the architects of
designLab, the firm working on
renovation and expansion
plans for the Central branch.

After reviewing the archi-
tects' preliminary design, the
board in late October present-
ed a wish list that included find-
ing ways to reduce the project's
cost estimate of $24.6 million.

This first round of ideas in-
eluded construction of a
38,350-square-foot, three-story
addition, an interior courtyard
and a 50-space parking garage
in addition to refurbishing the
existing Marcel Breuer-de-

signed library.
At the Dec. 17 board meet-

ing, designLab's Bob Miklos.
and Scott Slarsky presented a
concept design with an esti-
mated cost of $21 million.

A concept design is needed
to request site plan approval.

After the presentation,
trustees unanimously gave
their stamp of approval.

"The design is a source of
pride," said Bob Klacza, library
board president. "The public is
very enthusiastic about pre-
serving this building. The com-
munity rallied and we have ac-
complished preserving a build-
ing that has attracted national
and international attention

See LIBRARY, page 3A

Residents to
seek cityhood
Township might
become a city
By John Lundberg
StaffWriter

The village of Grosse Pointe
Shores has never known any
other form of government. In
its nearly 100 years of exis-
tence, it has always been clas-
sified as a township.

But, in less than a year, that
could change.

A little known piece of legis-

lation currently dormant in
the state legislature has
Grosse Pointe Shores officials
looking to become a city,
changing from its township
status since it was first incor-
porated in 1911.

"There is legislation that
will do away with townships
in the state legislature," said
Mike Kenyon, village manag-
er. "It has not been acted on,
but I've been told it is not a
dead issue."

See CHANGE, page 3A

POINTER OF INTEREST

'Actually, it was a former patient,
who inspired me.'

Daniel Elskens, M.D.
Home: Grosse Pointe

Age: 45

Family: Wife; three children

Claim to feme: Started

exercising just 30 minutes a

day and lost more than 50

pounds

See story on page 4A
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50 years ago this week

• PARK MARKET
ROBBED: Grosse Pointe Park
police are investigating the
theft of $950 worth of meat and
other merchandise from a gro-
cery store on Kercheval.

Police said thieves made off
with more than 650 pounds of
meat, 200 cases of cigarettes,
coffee and candy. The store's
owner said the suspects must
have cut the meat into smaller
sections because dirty knives
were found on the cutting
block.

This was the second robbery
of the store in the*last few
months.

• SCIENCE BEING
STRESSED IN GROSSE
POINTE SCHOOLS: Grosse
Pointe school administrators
have redoubled their efforts in
the instruction of math and sci-
ence to prepare students for
the 21st century.

Rapid advances in science
are anticipated in the next half
century and the Grosse Pointe
school district wants its stu-
dents prepared for the ad-
vancement.

• TEENAGERS FACE VAN-
DALISM CHARGES: Grosse

Pointe Park police are seeking
warrants against four
teenagers for larceny and mali-
cious destruction of property.

Police said the four stole a
case of beer from the back
porch of a house on
Lakepointe and went to a par-
ty. After consuming the beer,
the four left in a car and drove
over several yards, knocked
down fences, banged into
garages and slashed the top of
a Cadillac convertible with a
knife and a can opener.

25 years ago this week

• STATE LAW ALLOWS
FOR RENOVATION: Grosse
Pointe Shores can go ahead
with the renovation of its mu-
nicipal building after officials
discovered a state law super-
seded the village charter re-
quiring a 60 percent voter ap-
proval of the bond issue.

Last week, Shores officials
thought the measure was de-
feated despite a majority of res-
idents approving the $1.3 mil-
lion bond issue. Because the
village charter required 60 per-
cent of voter approval, which
the measure didn't achieve, the
renovation was put on hold.

However, research by Shores
officials turned up the state law
allowing for the renovation.

• PORN THEATER
THREATENED IN PARK The
owner of the Esquire Theatre
on Jefferson in Grosse Pointe
Park threatened to convert the
family movie house into a porn
theater if Park officials contin-
ue to prevent him from run-
ning a video parlor on the
premises.

Facing stiff competition from
cable TV, the theater was
forced to open the parlor to off-
set revenue losses. The Park
has been attempting to close
the parlor, because of neigh-
bor's complaints that its pa-
trons engage in illegal behavior
while in the gaming room.

• ST. JOHN PLANS
SEVEN-MACK IMPROVE-
MENTS: St. John Hospital offi-
cials announced they will com-
mence with a beautification
project early next spring for
the hospital and surrounding
areas at Mack and Moross.

The project will include
planting trees and shrubs
along Mack and Moross, re-
placing the Seven-Mack shop-
ping center sign with some-
thing more in keeping with the
neighborhood atmosphere,
and implementing a mainte-
nance program at the shop-
ping center.

PHOTO BY TOM GREENWOOD

1982: Ready to roll
Students of Grosse Pointe South High School math teacher Carl Justice (seated) are ready to make

their annual Christmas food basket delivery to a needy family in Detroit. Among other food items,

students collected 100 pounds of flour and 100 pounds of beans to add to their baskets.

— From the Dec. 23,1982 issue of the Grosse Pointe News. '

10 years ago this week

• WOODS DOWNSPOUT
PLAN SHELVED: A plan to
disconnect downspouts in
Grosse Pointe Woods was
scratched by the city council
,after hearing resident input on
the project.

The proposal would have re-
quired all homes to have their
downspouts disconnected
from the city's sewer by March
1998. But after a special public
hearing, the council voted to
scrap the proposal, and have

the entire issue referred back
to the committee-of-the-whole.
The proposal was intended to
reduce the amount of storm
water that flows into the city's
sewer.

• VEHICLE VANDALISM
CONTINUES: A rash of tire
slashings and other vehicle
vandalism has continued in the
Grosse Pointes. Five vehicles
parked on Clovery and Beacon
Hill were the targets of vandals
recently, bringing the total to
more than 50 in the last few
weeks.

Several of the vehicles had
deep scratches on the driver's
side doors and panels in the
most recent incidents.

CONSIGNMENT SHOPPING AT ITS FINEST
21027 Mack Avenue • Grosse Pointe Woods

SamiraFayad 313.886.S043
Owner / Fashion Consultant Hours: Monday - Saturday 10-S

Shop online at lordandtayior.com Sale ends Tuesday, January 1st, except for clearance items or as noted. Savings off original prices. No adjustments to prior sale
purchases, Selected collections; not every style in every store. Our regular and original prices are offering prices only and may or may not have resulted in saies.
Advertised merchandise may be availabie at sale prices in upcoming sale events. At all Lord & Taylor stores. For the location nearest you, visit our website
or call 1-800-223-7440.

GROSSE POINTES-CLINTON
REFUSE DISPOSAL AUTHORITY

MEETING SCHEDULE

January 8, 2008 6:00 p.m. City of Grosse Pointe Woods
20025 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236
(313) 343-2440

March 11, 2008 6:00 p.m. Village of Grosse Pointe Shores
795 Lake Shore Road
Grosse Pointe Shores, MI 48236
(313) 881-6565 '

May 13, 2008 6:00 p.m. City of Harper Woods
19617 Harper Avenue
Harper Woods, MI 48225
(313) 343-2500

For more information, please contact our General Counsel:

John J. Gillooly
Garan Lucow Miller, P.C.
1000 Woodbridge Street

Detroit, MI 48207
(313)446-5501
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GROSSE POINTE SHORES

Village
By John Lundberg
StaffWHter

The Grosse Pointe Shores
village council has sent a mes-
sage to renters in the commu-
nity: If you want to live here,
it's going to be for at least one
year.

Responding to complaints
over transient renters, who
produce a high turnover rate in
rental properties, the village
council extended the minimum
stay from one month to 12
months at its Tuesday morning
meeting.

The planning commission
had recommended a six month
period, but the council felt a
stronger message needed to be
sent to landlords and tenants,
and approved the 12 month
minimum.

"It's hard to enforce an ordi-
nance that doesn't exist," said
Trustee Brian Hunt of the for-
mer ordinance. "A 12-month
period sends a message that
we do not want transients in
Grosse Pointe Shores."

The planning commission
has been debating the issue for
several months. The commis-
sion approved the measure go-
ing before the council in a 4-3
vote.

Planning Commission
Chairwoman Mary Matuja
said the six month recommen-

fiten up on renters

ft:

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Members of the Grosse Pointe Shores village council sent a message to renters during a recent
meeting. Signs like the one above will draw closer interest.

dation was a compromise. She
supported the 12 month mini-
mum.

Trustee Linda Walton argued
against even the six-month
minimum, because she was
worried about restricting resi-
dents who cannot sell their
property in the dismal housing
market.

"I do not see the our housing
stock being (routinely) turned
over into high turnover rental
properties," she said. "I think
there will be more problems
having these homes empty
with pipes bursting (among
other things)."

"I'm concerned about re-
stricting our residents who
might own two properties and
are in a tight financial situa-
tion, because they cannot sell a
house."

President James Cooper
echoed many of the trustee's
sentiments in preventing the
Shores from becoming a tran-
sient community, saying that
the new ordinance is "really
proactive."

Violators are subject to a
$500 fine, the maximum for a
civil infraction. To allay the
council's concern that the fine
wasn't enough, Council
Attorney Mark Mclnerney said
the Shores would pursue evic-
tions rather that month-to-
month fines.

"The goal here is to have a
good, safe community," said
Trustee Karl Kratz.

Walton was the sole dis-
senter in the vote.
Rose Garland Thornton
steps down

The meeting was the last for
longtime council member and
President Pro Tern Rose
Garland Thornton. She an-
nounced her resignation last
month after more than 20
years serving on the body.

"Today is a bittersweet day
for me," said Cooper. "Rose has
served this council with dignity
and class, intelligence and wit."

Thornton was bestowed the
President's Award, the highest
civilian achievement granted
in the Shores.

Both Public Safety Director
Steve Poloni and Parks and
Recreation Director James
Cooke thanked Thornton and
called her a "great friend" to
their departments.

Thornton said it was both a
privilege and fun to serve the
community.

"I have every confidence that
the right people are here to do
what must be done," Thornton
wrote in her resignation letter.
"So I leave the council in good
hands and am happy to have
been of small service while oc-
cupying one of its seats."

CHANGE:
It's up to
the voters
Continued from page IA

If the legislation becomes
law, the Shores would lose its
ability to collect taxes and
hold elections in both Wayne
and Macpmb counties. Lake
Township is in Macomb
County.

But there are positive bene-
fits for the Shores to be incor-
porated into a city. Because
the village overlaps into two
counties, it requires an extra
layer of government to con-
duct certain duties like hold-
ing elections. It would also re-
quire the Shores to amend
and adopt a new charter.

"Many parts of the current
charter (adopted in 1931) are
obsolete," said Mark
Mclnerney, Village Attorney.
"It really needs a fresh look."

Shores officials have been
discussing this matter since
last summer.

It is not an entirely new is-
sue in the Shores, because it
has been previously consid-

ered.
"This needs to be looked at

(right now)," Mclnerney said.
"In the past, the trouble of do-
ing this was not worth the
benefits."

To change its status, the
Shores is planning to ask resi-
dents this May in a special
election to vote the notion up
or down.

If voters approve it, a char-
ter commission will be
charged with creating a new
charter.

Once that has been done,
the charter goes before Gov.
Jennifer Granholm for ap-
proval. If all goes to plan, resi-
dents could be voting to be-
come an official city by next
November.

"The benefits of this seem to
support this as a wise move,"
Kenyon said. "It would
streamline our government.

"Right now we have three
sets of books... It is well over-
due."

Most of the costs, estimated
to be between $25-30,000,
would go to legal and account-
ing fees, Mclnerney said.

But over the long term, the
Shores would save money.

"It wouldn't be in our best
interest for us to hand over

'The benefits of this
seem to support this
as a wise move. It
would streamline our
government.'
MIKE KENYON,
Village manager

control to Macomb and
.Wayne counties," said Trustee
Karl Kratz. "With this one-
time change, we will save
money over time."

Kenyon added the conver-
sion would change the Shores
tax collection to a one-time
July to June schedule, elimi-
nating the current overlap
with tax collections.

Village President James
Cooper said he would draft a
letter to village residents in-
forming them of the plans.

"It seems that we are being
proactive here," he said. "It is
time we took control of our
destiny."

"It is an ambitious plan to
get this done in such a short
period of time. There (refer-
ring to a recent village poll) is
a lot of concern about the fu-
ture of the Shores out there."

happy
Continued from page 1A

from architects."
While the architects kept

their original ideas for renovat-
ing the existing building and
adding an interior courtyard,
they lessened the project's
scale by incorporating a
31,000-square-foot, two-story
addition and a 23-space under-
ground parking facility.

"We were able to reduce the
building by 7,000 square feet,
but we were able to satisfy all
the library's programming
needs," Miklos said.

"We are pleased we can pre-
serve this building and accom-
plish our key goals as part of
this initiative," Klacza said.

The design features an en-
larged children's area, includ-
ing a teen center; two separate
entrances, both having handi-
cap access; space for a book-
store and cafe; and a senior
and large print media room.

It also provides ample handi-
cap parking, an elevator and

multi-use meeting rooms.
The architects' vision calls

for completely restoring the
current Breuer building. The
main reading room will have
the feel of a living room with
upholstered seating, coffee ta-
bles and low profile bookcases.

"It would be restored to a
grand reading room," Miklos
said.

The design shows the new
and existing buildings wrap-
ping around an interior court-
yard.

Since the design is still in the
conceptual phase, the price tag
of $21 million could be reduced
further if additional cuts are
made, according to a Central
building committee member,
who asked to remain anony-
mous.

Another $3 million could be
saved, if the underground
parking structure is eliminated,
the committee member said.

"You can't go any further in
the design until the parking is
resolved," he said.

Library trustees have been
meeting with Grosse Pointe
Farms officials to work out a
compromise over the city's
parking requirements for a
larger library, Klacza said.

"We have presented Farm's

We were able to
reduce the building by
7,000 square feet, bat
we were able to
satisfy all the
library's
programming needs.'
BOB MIKLOS,

designLab architect

officials with the study a Wayne
State parking specialist did for
Central," he said. "Based on his
findings, the parking spaces re-
quired for a. meeting at night
should be greatly diminished
from the requirements for dur-
ing the day."

The Grosse Pointe Library
Foundation has committed to
raising $10 million and the li-
brary board has set aside $5
million in its capital improve-
ment fund.

There is also $2.8 million in
contingencies planned for un-
foreseen construction issues.

Based on the current concep-
tual cost of $21 million, the li-
brary board could possibly ask
taxpayers for approval of a $6
million millage during the
November 2008 election.

ONLINE:
Classes
available
Continued from page 1A

ular credit by accredited uni-
versities or colleges.

Students would apply for
permission to enroll in such
online courses using the dis-
trict's dual enrollment proce-
dures.

District payment for courses
taken under dual enrollment
will also follow the standard
procedures.

• Students who are not yet
eligible for dual enrollment
can apply for credit for online
courses that are offered for
regular credit under programs
by accredited universities or
colleges.

The district will not pay for
classes taken under these reg-
ulations.

The student must obtain
permission to take the course
during the semester prior to
enrollment in the class.

• Students may take cours-
es not offered by an accredit-
ed university or college or
courses that would not nor-
mally carry credit at their own
risk.

"Students need self-disci-
pline to take the online cours-
es," Allan said. "We would
need mentors to watch stu-
dents' progress."
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The Donate Life Coalition of Michigan teamed up with Detroit designer Dominic Pangborn in of-

fering gifts for the holiday season. Pangbom, a Grosse Pointe Shores resident, created the design

seen here in a silk tie he is wearing, a silk scarf for women, and silver business card holder that in-

cludes an engraved Donate Life logo on the back. The Donate life Coalition hopes to raise aware-

ness of the ultimate gift someone can give, that is the gift of life through organ and tissue donation.

The tie and scarf are $60 each, the card case is $28. To order, call Cathy Warren at (248) 366-7301

or by e-mail at mmcc589@sbcglobal.net.

*

ROLEX

edmund t. AHEE jewelers
20139 Mack Avenue

Grosse Pointe Woods
313-886-4600

OFFICIAL RQLEX JEWELER
ROLEX 9 OYSTER PSRPETlMi. AND SLSBMAR!N£R ARE TRADEMARKS,


