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Help from abroad

Three German students help area se-
niors through SOC eace 1B
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Freshman phenom

ULS freshman Madison Ristovski is
lighting up the scoreboard race1c

DECEMBER 25, 2008 -

GROSSE POINTE, MICHIGAN

Weelk ahead

21 1 23 24 9

N Meny Christmas

FRIDAY, DEC.

# Grosse Pointe South’s varsity
girls basketball team plays
Detroit Pershing at 6 p.m. in
the PSL Holiday Classic at
Detroit Renaissance High
School, 6565 West Outer Drive,
Detroit.

e

SATURDAY, DEC..27

o Joe Louis Arena will host the
44th annual Great Lakes
Invitational hockey tourna-
ment.

The University of Michigan
plays Michigan Tech at 3 p.m.
and Michigan State University
battles North Dakota at 6:30
pam.

# The Henry Ford Holiday
Nights is open from 6:30 to 10
p.m.

Greenfield Village is trans-
formed into a winter wonder-
land full of activity from story-
telling to ice skating. For more
information, call (313) 982-
6001.

T also runs Sunday, Dec. 28,

SUNBAY, DEC, 28

4 The GLI third-place game is
siated for 3 p.m. and the cham-
pionship gameis scheduled for
6:30 p.m. at Joe Louis Arena.

¢ Grosse Pointe Woods resi-
dents are invited to an open
skate from 5to 7 p.m. at
University Liggett School
McMann ice Arena, 1045 Cock
Road, Grosse Pointe Woods.
Park passes must be current
and will be checked at the en-
trance. Children under age 14
must wear a helmet and be ac-
companied by an adult. For
more information, call the
Lake Front Park office at (313)
343-2470.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 31

4 Pointe Fitness is hosting a
blood drive from 8 a.m. to 2
p.m.

All presenting donors will re-
ceive a Red Cross Tshirt, a $5
Target gift card and a chance
to win a $500 hotel voucher
and airline tickets for two to
anywhere in the United States.
Pointe Fitness is located at
19556 Harper, Harper Woods.
@ A free support group, Career
Transition Support Ministry
for those who have lost their
Jjobs, is offered at 8:30 a.m. at
Christ Church Grosse Pointe,
61 Grosse Pointe Blvd,, Grosse
Pointe Farms.
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the year in review

GROSSE POINTE PARK

Change is
the theme
this year

By Kathy Ryan
Staff Writer

Grosse Pointe Park residents saw
several additions to the city’s parks
in 2008, thanks to donations and the
Grosse Pointe Park Foundation.

Also making news:

January

# Council appropriated $73,000 in
Community Development Block
Grant funds to Services for Older
Citizens and for street improve-
ments.

¢ A quick thinking employee af
Janet’s Lunch is credited with saving
a customer’s life by performing the
Heimlich maneuver.

February

¢ The city held its annual Chilly
Fest, serving up chili, hot dogs and a
Valentine’s Day skate.

+ An aging Tudor on the corner of
Trombley and Essex was torn down;
a victim of neglect and a bank fore-
closure.

March

4 A winter of heavy snow had pub-
lic services director Chris Rimel wor-
ried about the city’s diminishing sup-
ply of salt as the icy rains of March
approached.

4 The annual crime report showed
an 8 percent decline in overall crime.
Car thefts were down, but juvenile
crime was up.

® Park resident Pat O'Hara was
grand marshal of Detroit’s 50th an-
nual St. Patrick’s Day parade.

# It rained on the Easter Bunny's
parade at Patterson Park, but that
didn’t stop more than 100 children
from participating in the annual egg
hunt.

April

% Park forester Brian Coulter su-
pervised the planting of 64 trees on
city property to replace many lost to

See PARK, page 3A

o

Shores officer Ken Werenski mon-
itors small flames coming from a
downed electrical wire pinned un-
der a large branch on Oxford.
Sirong wings June § thinned the
community’s tree canopy. Below, a
car traced to a Monroe woman
was pulled from Lake St. Clair
near the foot of Clairview Oct. 7.

An ice sculptor wows the
children with his creation at

GROSSE POINTE FARMS

Smooth
sailing in
the Farms

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

the January Winterfest on If Grosse Pointe Farms were a ship
The Hill. Left, Tim Bledsoe dropping anchor after a 12-month
(wearing suif) talks to County  journey, the log for year 2008 would
Commissioner Tim Killeen have described a prosperous voyage

and other supporters on elec-
| tion night. Bledsoe is the first
Democrat elected to serve the
Ist House District. Below,
Lindsay Rogers enjoys an ear
of the good stuff at the

}  August Corn Roast in the

2 Park. See page 3A for Grosse
Pointe Shores, page 11A for
schools, page 12A for Grosse
Pointe Woods and the Jan. 1
| edition for the sports review.

on calm seas.

Council members addressed
neighborhood upkeep by enacting a
property ordinance having a six-
month minimum rental period and
one inspection at least once every
two years.

Pier Park continued being the ben-
eficiary of improvements funded in
large part by the Grosse Pointe
Farms Foundation. A classic car
show at the park was organized by
the foundation to celebrate new plat-.
form tennis courts, tennis courts,
year-round warming-cooling shelter
and an ice skating rink. The car
show’s high turnout of exhibitors
and attendees encouraged organiz-
ers to make it an annual event,

On the Hill, the city’s central busi-
ness district, there were no sour
notes for jazz fans looking for a night
on the town, A jazz cafe that opened
early in the year was so successful it
was expanding before the 12 months
ran out.

In December, former Mayor
Edward Gaffney, a Republican, con-
cluded his maximum-allowed three
consecutive terms as state represen-
tative.

All-in-all, it was steady as she goes
for the Farms in 2008:

January

+ An Army honor guard pays tnb-
ute to Sgt. Peter Neesley with a 21-_.

See FARMS , page7A
CITY OF GROSSE POINTE

Businesses open,
grow in tough times

busy 2008.

Twelve month’s attention
to the Village central busi-
ness district included cre-
ation of a downtown devel-
opment authority. Work on

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Improvements to the
downtown commercial dis-
trict didn't come at the ex-
pense of the City of Grosse
Pointe’s periphery during a

See CITY, page 6A
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- Me : T love collecting.’
Christmas
After the snow, M t H d _C ll 2 \
the wind and arga:re u SOH 0 lnS
more snow, these all
holiday lights Home: Grosse Pointe Park
were shining Age: 50-ish

; hor;l;g(ﬁ;a}rﬁree Family: Husband, Steve; son,
Mile in Grosse Carl, 17; daughter, Katherine,
Pointe Park. 13 :
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| NEWS

Yesterday’'s headlines

03

25 years ago this week

50 years ago this week

¢ POLICE RESCUE ¢ ANTI-RECALL DRIVE IS
TEENS ONICEFLOE: Two  LAUNCHED: An organization
14-year-olds were rescued by  formed to support board of ed-
Shores police when ice on ucation members threatened
which they were skating with recall because of their
broke off and began drifting  vote to close Barnes
with the Lake St. Clair cur- Elementary hit the streets.
rent. In the first week of the cam-

The boys told police they paign, volunteers collected
had gone skating on the ice more than 1,000 signatures in
near the Grosse Pointe Yacht  support of trustees Catherine
Club and had planned to Brierly, Emnest Buechler and
skate to the Farms Pier Park  Jon Gandelot. The trustees are
about two and a half miles targets of a recall by the
away. Committee for Neighborhood

Just as they started®skating, Elementary Schools.
the ice cracked. Thewindand 4 FIRE HITS SECOND

current carried them about a
quarter of a mile to Lochmoor.

Police used a 35-foot ladder
and rope to rescue the boys
who were wet, but otherwise
unharmed.

WOODS STORE: The second
Mack business in a month was
damaged by fire. The fire at
The Fruit Tree in Grosse Pointe
‘Woods was spotted about 1:35
a.m. by two St. Clair Shores

4 PARK HOME RAN- police officers. Firefighters
SACKED: Burglars entereda  gained entry quickly and con-
Grosse Pointe Park home tained the fire to the furnace

through the rear door by re-
moving its cylinder and ran-
sacked the home,

area of the store, While the
cause of the blaze is still under
investigation, police speculate

FROM THE DEC. 25, 1958 ISSUE OF THE GROSSE POINTE NEWS

3: Fire devastation

An early moming fire left only the walls standing at a residence on Provencal Road. The fire, believed to be fed by natural gas, caused

The thieves tore out a base- it could have been caused by
ment fireplace, removed pic-  the building’s heating equip-
tures from the walls and shift- ment. The Rainy Day Co.in
ed beds in an apparent at- the Woods was gutted by a
tempt to find a safe. They three-alarm blaze two weeks
emptied drawers and scat- ago.
tered the contents on the ¢ FORD SUBMAYADD 16 about $250,000 in damage.
fioor. UNITS: The developers of

The homeowners were on
vacation and were notified of

Windemere Place, the 18-unit
cluster home subdivision locat-

The fire was discovered by a 12-year-old resident who was awakened at about 2:45 a.m. by a wrongly set alarm clock. Smelling
smoke, the boy woke his parents and other family members who escaped without injury. Once outside, the homeowner remembered

the family cook was sleeping in a rear bedroom. Police discovered the cook at the bedroom window. She was rescued, but injured as

RINK: University Liggett
School recently received ap-

the break-in by Park police. ed on the Henry Ford I proper-

+ NEWCOMERS TO BE ty on Lakeshore, will soor be
FETED: The Grosse Pointe asking the Grosse Pointe she broke the window to flee the fire,
War Memorial Associationis  Farms City Council for permis-
entertaining all new Grosse sion to expand the site to in-
Pointe families who have clude 16 more units.
moved into any of the five # CABLE TV COSTS UP: will cost $2.20 and additional
Pointes during 1958. The charges some 10,500 local ~ premium outlets will cost $3.75
Representatives from’church-  families pay for cable televi- each.

es and community organiza-
tions will be present to invite
the guests to participate in
their organizations. The event
includes refreshments and

sion will increase about 20 per-
cent beginning Jan. 1. The in-
crease in the basic service rate
will go from $7.99 to $8.60 per
month. Premium services,

entertainment. such as Home Box Office, will 10 years ago this week
Some 700 invitations have  jump from $8.99t0 $11.95a L —— ¥
been mailed. month. Additional basic outlets # ULS TOBULLD NEW ICE

)" Aunts

' New Baby

L 4

~ Proud Parents,
Grandparents,

Introduce Your

~ Born in 2008 in

Uncles...

To Be Published, February 12, 2009 &

We will publish your full color photo
and text for $20.00.

Deadline is Friday January 23rd!
Call 313.343.5586 for details

or mait us the completed form below.
Feel free to E-mail us your photo
in J-peg Format to
sschuman@grossepointenews.com

Grosse Pointe News
96 Kercheval,
Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan 48236
Aftention: Sally Schuman

Please Print

¢ Child's Name (First & Last)
2 Date of Birth _
Weight & Length
Parents’ Name (First & Last)
Mother's Maiden Name
Address
Visa &5 MC

Signature

e,

Hospital

oD - Exp. Date

Phone

~ Return no later than January 23, 2009 ~

proval from the Grosse Pointe
Woods planning commission
to build a new 38,000 square-
foot ice rink at its Cook Road
campus.

The new facility replaces
the current 30,000 square-foot
rink. The additional space

s CONPUTER REPARS

T

Upgrades & "
Repairsat ¥

provides for an indoor loca-
tion for dumping ice shavings
collected by the Zamboni ma-
chine,

+ PARK WOMAN ES-
CAPES MUGGING: A 35-
year-old Grosse Pointe Park

was jumped from behind, _

forced into her van parked on

the street and hit repeatedly. i
The woman screamed and i

fought back. She was able to :

break away, run to a store and

call 911, Police, having already

woman was mugged leavinga been notified by witnesses,

store on Mack in the City of

.Grosse Pointe. The woman. -

Prices. . sve 12

FREE DIAGNOSTIC
in our Shop
» On Site Tech Suppert in Your Home or Office
* Repair or Upgrade your PC/MAC Desktop and/or Laptop
* Remove Unwanted Spyware/Adware

i e |

T

149 |

»TAL BILL |

with this coupon

Lﬁ_——_ﬂ"_—-ulm_-ﬂﬂl“w—

0250 CONPUTER REPAIRS

21142 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe Wocds » Michigan between Roslyn & Brys

313.881.2667

January 13, 2009

March 10, 2000

May 12, 2009

July 14, 2009

September 8, 2009  6:30 p.m,

GROSSE POINTES-CLINTON
REFUSE DISPOSAL AUTHORITY

MEETING SCHEDULE

6:30 p.m. City of Grosse Pointe Farms
90 Kerby
Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236-3100
(313) 885-6600

6:30 pm. City of Mt. Clemens
One Crocker Blvd.
Mt.
{586) 469-6803

6:30 pm. City of Grosse Pointe Woods
20025 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236
(313) 343-2440

Clemens, MI 48053-2537

6:30 pm. City of Grosse Pointe Shores
795 Lakeshore
Grosse Pointe Shores, MI 48236
(313) B81-6565

City of Harper Woods
19617 Harper Avenue
Harper Woods, MI 482556
(313) 343-2500

November 10, 2009 6:30 pm. City of Grosse Point
17147 Maumee Avenue
Grosse Pointe, MI 48230
{813) 885-5800

For further information, please contact our General Counsel:

John J. Gillooly
Garan Luacow Miller, P.C.
1000 Woodbridge Street * Detroit, MI 48207
(313) 446-5501

were on their way. The two

~suspects were apprehended. .

4 SUIT FILED TO STOP

GPYC PROJECT: A citizens
group opposed to the expan-
sion of the Grosse Pointe Yacht
Club and municipal marinas
filed suit against the club and
the Grosse Pointe Shores
Village council. The group,
Neighbors Concerned about
Yacht Club Expansion, wants a
permanent injunction against
any possible expansion, citing
a threat to the ecology of Lake
St. Clair,

Five vears ago this week

& WOODS WETTER?: Two
Grosse Pointe Woods council-
women asked the council to
consider a number of methods
that would release four tavern
licenses which the city is enti-
tled to issue according to state
law. Tavern licenses allow din- |
ing establishments to serve '
beer and wine, but not liquor A
couple of longtime restaurants
in the city have been trying to
obtain the licenses for several
years.

# 16 SUSPENSIONS: A
Grosse Pointe Woods public
safety officer spotted a car with
an improperly displayed li-
cense in the rear window.
Upon investigation, not only
did the man not have a driver’s
license, registration or insur-
ance paperwork, but his dri-
ver’s license has been sus-
pended 16 times.

¢ SOME GRINCHES
CAUGHT, OTHERS
SOUGHT: Grosse Pointe
Woods police officers spoke
with three 16-year-old Woods
boys and their parents after the
boys were seen taking stabiliz-
ing ropes off an inflatable
Grinch in front of a house on
Hawthorne.,

However, grinches contin-
ued pilfering decorations. On
Cook Road in the Woods, a po-
lar bear lawn ornament was
taken. Grinches hit several
homes in Grosse Pointe Park.

A straw reindeer was taken
from a front lawn on
Barrington; Jesus and Mary
figures were taken from a front
lawn on Bedford; and five dec-
orative reindeer were taken
from another Bedford front

— By Karen Fontanive
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GROSSE POINTE SHORES

The village’s last year?

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

A new marina, the possible
construction of a water tower
and advice from would-be
wordsmiths in the state capitol
contributed to milestones, con-
froversies and frustrations
marking 2008 in Grosse Pointe
Shores.

Construction of the marina
at Osius Park involved an al-
most total, yearlong renova-
tion. Upon completion, boaters
enjoyed wider wells, straighter
fairways and modern utilities.
Non-boaters were offered a re-
built walkway atop the break-
wall.

The marina and related en-

hancements to the park earned - §

the village Keep Michigan
Beautiful’s Presidents Flaque,
its top award.

The prospect of a tall water
tower tanked, literally, when a
potentially 1 million gallon
structure to store water and in-
crease water pressure was
whittled down to something
that could fit inside a 25-foot-
tall structure. Construction re-
mained speculative as the year
ended, and depended upon an
engineering study into improv-
ing the municipal water sys-
tem.

Wordsmiths from the state
attorney general’s office op-
posed the village’s new name,
should it reorganize as a city.
Critics in Lansing deemed
“The Village of Grosse Pointe
Shores, a Michigan City” too
wordy. . They relented in
December, approving the
name and new city charter,

Final approval remained un-
resolved at year’s end, as
Shores officials awaited the
governor’s approval and a Feb.
24 charter election next year.

In month-by-month fashion,
this is the year that was 2008 in
the Shores.

January

4 Shores resident and vil-
lage trustee Fred Minturn is
sworn in for another term on
the Grosse Pointe Board of
Education. Minturn also re-
tains his role as board treasur-
er.

+ Village officials are pre-
pared to ask voters on a May
advisory ballot if the village, es-
tablished in 1911, should
change legal status to a city.

I voters seek change, a char-
ter commission will be estab-
lished to draw up a framework
for the new municipality.
Likewise, two townships com-
prising the Shores, one each in
‘Wayne and Macomb counties,
will be dissolved.

4 An ad hoc committee is
formed to determine the feasi-
bility of the Shores and Grosse
" Pointe Woods severing ties
with the Detroit Water Board
and hooking up to the Farms
water filtration plant.

February

# Twelve candidates file for
nine positions to serve on a
charter commission.

If voters favor the communi-
ty becoming a city, the commis-
sion will be assigned the job of
rewriting its charter.

Sarah galbenski and sisters Olivia and Gina Peruzzi break in

part of the new playscape at Osius Park July 13.

March

# Renovations to the Osius
Park harbor are on schedule
for a May 15 opening, accord-
ing to Mike Kenyon, village
manager.

The new $3.8 million harbor
will have 137 boat wells rang-
ing from 25 to 55 feef, new
electrical and water service,
new dock boxes, upgraded
lighting, a new walkway to the
outer harbor, three flushing
tubes to promote water circula-
tion in the harbor, plus storage
areas for kayaks, wind boards
and Jet Skis.

4 Shores resident Frank
McBride Jr is inducted into the
Michigan Boating Industries
Association Hall of Fame,

McBride served 50 years on
the Bayview Port Huron to
Mackinac race committee and
was commodore of the Grosse
Pointe and Mackinac Island
yacht clubs. He is referred to as
the “voice of the Great Lakes”
by coworkers at WJR radio,
where he was boating editor

' for 44 years.

4 A bald eagle is pho-
tographed scowling from a tree
at the Edsel & Eleanor Ford
House.

April

# Police receive at least one
report per week of coyotes in
the village, according to Public
Safety Director Stephen
Poloni.

“We have not been able to
get close to them,” he said.

“We’re still debating what to do

because they're so darn
smart.”

¢ Shores President Dr.
James Cooper assures resi-
dents that interest in switching
the village to a city form of gov-
ernment is not a cloak for hid-
den agendas.

At least one person attend-
ing a council meeting suggest-
ed village leaders might be try-
ing to set the groundwork for

succeeding from Wayne
County to become part of
Macomb County.

May

4 Cooper is convinced this
month’s city referendum is a
matter of dollars and good
sense. '

Voters will determine if the

village should switch to city
Status.

“It’s a wise choice to stream-
line government,. consolidate
services and reduce expenses,”
Cooper said.

& Voters approve over-
whelmingly a proposal to
switch the nearly 100-year-old
village to a city-style form of
government.

Voters support the switch
505to 127, a nearly 4-to-1 land-
shide.

¢ The village is designated a
Tree City USA for the fourth
year in a row, and for the
fourth time in as many tries.

The honor, from the National
Arbor Day Foundation, is cele-
brated by planting a tree at
Osius Park.

June

¢ Nearly 64 percent of the
cost of a new playscape being
planned for Osius Park this
summer will be funded by a
donation from the Grosse
Pointe Shores Improvement
Foundation. .

Village officials ailocate
nearly $31,000 in money and
in-kind labor to buy and install
the $75,511 playscape, which
will replace the current, 15-
year-old installation.

Foundation Trustees Laurie
Peruzzi and Lynn Galbenski
researched playscape compa-
nies to come up with & model
designed for toddlers through
early teenagers.

¢ High winds thin the urban
forest by uprooting trees and
snapping limbs,

A tree on Oxford breaks at
the trunk, lands on a power
line and causes a small fire that
wet leaves and branches pre-
vent from spreading,.

4 An electrical problem is
suspected to have set on fire a
wood frame, three-story house
inthe 900 block of Lakeshore.

Firefighters from the Grosse
Pointes and Harper Woods
saved the house, built in 1808,

“Upon arrival, a couple areas
of the lower portion of the
house were enguifed in
flames,” said Poloni.

July
+ About 1,400 people watch
the municipal July Fourth fire-
works show at Osius Park.
“That’s a huge turnout,” said

Park Director Jim Cooke. “It
was a beautiful night.”

# Village officials and resi-
dents gather at Osius Park to
dedicate the new harbor and
playscape.

“Capital improvements just

" don’t happen,” said Cooper. “It

takes a vision, a master plan
(and) residents willing to give
freely of their times and tal-
en ”

Nearly two-thirds of the
playscape is paid by a donation
from the Grosse Pointe
Improvement Foundation.

‘@ Facing double-digit rate in-
creases from the Detroit water
department, village officials
continue studying the cost of
switching to the Farms filtra-
tign system.

-An analysis estimates the to-
tal project cost at $25 million,
including upgrades to the
Farms plant, The Shores’ share
would be at least $4 million.

¢ A 1 million gallon water
tower associated with joining
the Farms water network
would be most efficiently locat-
ed at either Osius Park, near
village hall or at the Edsel &

Eleanor Ford Estate, according -

o an engineering study.

¢ Auditors urge village coun-
cil members to raise water
rates.

A hike would shore-up the
municipal water and sewer
fund, which over the last two
years has accumulated nearly
$592,000 in operating losses.

The village is facing a 23.7
percent water rate increase
from its supplier;, the City of
Detroit, according to Kenyon.

August

4 Shores police help make
the first of what they said could
be at least three arrests for a
series of overnight break-ins of
parked vehicles in the Shores,
Woods, City and Farms.

The suspects are former or
current Grosse Pointe men,
some of whom have histories
of illegal drug use, police said.

¢ Village officials discount
the idea of placing a water tow-
erat Osius Park.

A more likely, and somewhat
less visible, location for the
proposed storage facility
would be behind the public
works garage at the rear of
Village Hall.

September

4 Longtime Racing For Kids

supporter Benson Ford Jr of
Grosse Pointe Shores receives
the charity’s Champion for
Children Award.
- Racing For Kids raises mon-
ey for children’s hospitals lo-
cated in cities along the Indy
Racing League circuit.

“I can never remember him
saying no when Racing For
Kids came calling,” said
Patrick Wright, charity execu-

tive director with offices on the

Hill in Grosse Pointe Farms.

# Saturated with rising
costs, the village passes a 10
percent water rate increase.

The hike is forecast to gener-
ate an additional $130,000 in
revenue per year.

4 Patrol officers are present-
ed a three-year labor contract
with a 3 percent salary in-

PARK: Year in review

Continued from page 1A

disease.

#Work began on a zero-en-
try children’s pool and fountain
at Windmill Pointe Park. The
Grosse Pointe Park Foundation
donated $175,000 toward the
$200,000 cost.

May

#Ground was broken on a
new townhouse development
on Lakepointe.

®West Park Market opened
for its fifth season.

June

#®The Grosse Pointe Art
Center received a $10,000
grant from the Alice Kates
Hartwick Foundation to fund
art classes.

#( ity officials dusted off
plans for a water treatment
plant as the first step towsrd
separating from Detroit’s wa-
ter system.

July

¢Hollywood came to the
Pointes as movie producers be-
gan taking advantage of tax in-
centives offered by the state.
The Meade Mansion on
Windmill Pointe Drive was the
setting for a television pilot,
“The Prince of Motor City.”
Clint Eastwood was spotted at
several locations in the Park,
including St. Ambrose and
Pointe Hardware while shoot-
ing the film, “Gran Torino.”

#The new children’s wading
pool and fountain at Windmill
Pointe Park was dedicated just
a bit behind schedule.

¢DeJuan Felton, 18, was
charged with two counts of
first degree criminal sexual
conduct in conjunction with a
home invasion and assault on
Harcourt.

August

#The Grosse Pointe Art
Center opened “Our Rivers,
Our Lakes,” a juried show fo-

cused on water and its impact
on the environment.

4The parks and recreation
department hosted the second
annual Corn Roast and Beer
Tasting.

#The city council approved a
new dangerous dog ordinance
banning pit bulls and other re-
lated breeds.

September

#Park residents voiced ob-
jection to the city’s purchase of
a house on Windmill Pointe
Drive near the site of a pro-
posed water treatment plant.

¢Park police officers Lt
John Kretzschmar and Officer
Brent Merlington participated
in a 750-mile relay run from
Copper Harbor to Sterling
Heights to raise money for
Special Olympics.

October

#Park officials revised a ban
on pit bulls and approved non-
breed specific legislation defin-

ing a “dangerous dog.”

" #The ACTION (Arresting
Car Thieves in
Neighborhood) was honored
by HEAT (Help Eliminate Auto
Theft) for a reducing car thefts
in the Park by 20 percent.

‘#The Okulski Family
Theater hosted the area debut
of “Morning Light,” a film
about the 2007 Transpacific
Yacht Race. It features Park
resident Chris Welch, 19.

#City officials dedicated a
putting green at Patterson
Park, Made of synthetic mater-
ial, the three-hole “course” can
be used year-round.

November

4The Grosse Pointe Park
Little League champions were
honored by Mayor Palmer
Heenan.

December

#Mayor Palmer Heenan was
honored for 25 years of service
to the city.

Qur -

. crease beginning this year.

Concessions, including em-
ployeés paying a portion of
their health care premiums
and pension changes, are ex-
pected to save the village mon-
ey in the long run.

¢ Helen Bai accepts Keep
Michigan Beautiful’s
Presidents Plaque for improve-
ments to Osius Park.

Bai chairs the village beautl-
fication committee and is a
master gardener.

The honor is the most presti-
gious given by the statewide
orgamzatlon

October

4+ Dry summer weather
made things tough on village
elm and ash trees, already un-
der siege by invasive disease
and pests.

“This year, we lost quite a bit
more trees than normal,” said
Brett Smith, head of public
works. “In a combination of
ash trees and elm trees, we've
lost a total of 65 trees. We nor-
mally run about 40 trees a
yeaI‘. »

4 An abandoned car found
in a few feet of water off the
Lakeshore breakwall near the
foot of Clairview was traced to
a female cage fighter from
Monroe.

She claims she was car-
jacked late the previous night
on Eight Mile in'Detroit.

4+ Kenyon announces his re-
tirement effective Dec. 22.

The 37-year village employ-
ee spent the first 10 years as a
public safety officer.

Also announcing her retire-
ment is Kenyon’s wife, Angela,
as execuiive assistant.

4 Brian Vick, city adminis-
trator of Dewitt, a residential
suburb north of Lansing, is
named to replace Kenyon as
village manager.

Prior to administering
Dewitt, Vick was assistant
manager of the City of Grosse
Pointe, He is a Grosse Pointe
Park native, South High
School graduate and Marine
Corps veteran, '

# (rosse Pointe Yacht Club
officials propose construction
of a second entrance-exit on
the south breakwall.

The opening could be used
by boaters in the neighboring
Shores municipal harbor.

# State approval of the pro-
posed city charter is hung up
on the community’s new

name.

Members of a Shores charter
commission, charged with
drafting the charter, want to

_name the pending city, “The

Village of Grosse Pointe
Shores, a Michigan City.” ‘
Staff members in the attor-
ney general’s office think the
name is too wordy and confus-

ing.
November

¢ Wayne County officials in-
form Shores administrators
that a tight budget this winter
means road snow-clearing
crews will have to cut back
plowing - and salting
Lakeshore, a county road.

“If we have a severe winter
and the county comes out and
salts once, it's going to be one
hell of a drive,” said Kenyon. *

He said the village will prob-
ably take on the job of clearing
Lakeshore.

¢ Come snowfall, coyotes
roaming the south end of the
village will be living with their
heads in the lion’s mouth.

A trapper plans to track and
capture the wild animals when
snow reveals their paw prints.

December

¢ A Shores man arrives
home at night from a jewelry
party in Southfield and is
robbed in his garage by an un-
known gunman demanding
his $18,000 Rolex watch.

- Police suspect the resident
was followed home from the
party. W

¢ Twenty five dead ash trees
on Lakeshore are removed.

# The state attorney gener-
al’s office withdraws opposi-
tion to the village’s proposed
new name, “The Village of
Grosse Pointe Shores, a
Michigan City.”

If the governor endorses the
name and proposed city char-
ter, Shores voters will have a
chance to do likewise at the
polls Feb, 24, '

If the charter passes, the
Shores will yield its nearly 100-
yvear-old status as a viillage in
favor of becoming a city effec-
tive April 1,

4 Kenyon, concluding his
portion of the last village coun-
cil meeting he'll attend before
retiring from his 37-year career
with the Shores, tells trustees
goodbye and adds, “You've
been my best council. I mean
that.”

MEDA PAINTING & FINISHING, .IN.C_

32 Years of Grosse Pointe References
* Interior & Exterior Painting
* Faux Finishing & Glazing
s Complete Carpentry Services
* Furniture & Cabinet Refinishing

Free Estimates/Pricing to Fit Your Budget

213-886-6217
WWW. michaelmedapamtmg.cum

Have A Blessed Holiday
From Our Family To Yours

The Ahee Family
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