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“THURSDAY, DEC. 31
New Year's Eve

# The offices of the Grosse
Pointe News will be closed.

FRIDAY, JAN. 1

New Year's Day

+ All federal, state and munici-
pal offices are closed.

# Garbage pick-up is delayed
one day.

# The offices of the Grosse
Pointe News will be closed all
day. The offices will reopen at 8
a.m, Monday, Jan. 4.

MONDAY, JAN. 4
+ Grosse Pointe Woods City
Council meets at 7:30 p.m. in
council chambers, 20025 Mack
Plaza.
# Emerging careersina

ing economy is the topic
ofthe 7:301t0 8:30 a.m.
Ecumenical Career
Networking Group, which
meets in The Café at Grace
Community Church, 21001
Moross, Detroit, For more in-
formation, call Gina
Homminga at (313) 882-3000
or e-maii gracejobseekers@ya-
hoo.com.
# Schools reopen.

THURSDAY, JAN. 7

¢ New Year’s resolution fitness
open house from 6 to 8:30 p.m.
at Beaumnont Bon Brae Center,
22300 Bon Brae, St. Clair
Shores, Personal trainers and
group fitness instructors an-
swer questions and recom-
mend correct classes.
Registration for the free event
may be made by calling, (800)
633-7377,

+ An American Red Cross
blood driveisfrom9am. to3
p.m. in the conference rooms
at Henry Ford Cottage
Hospital, 159 Kercheval,
Grosse Pointe Farms, Walk-ins
are welcome. To schedule an
appointment, visit givelife.org,
enter HF Cottage as the spon-
sor code, Click on the Henry
Ford Cottage location for an
appointment time. Donors
must be at least 17 years old,
weigh at least 110 pounds and
bein good general health.
Donors must bring a photo ID
or American Red Cross donor
card.
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GROSSE POINTE SHORES

The village is dead long live the city

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

The smallest of the five Grosse i

Pointes made some of the biggest
news among its sister cities during
the year gone by.

Early in 2009, residents voted to
reorganize the village into a city
form of government.

The Village of Grosse Pointe
Shores became the Village of Grosse
Pointe Shores, a Michigan City. The
office of village president became
mayor. The board of trustees be-
came a city council,

The Shores, known state-wide as
an exclusive residential community,
dealt with economic pressures that

dominated the agendas of most Ahouse on Lakeshore and Oxiord is torn down in December. The lot will

Michigan municipalities during the
last 12 months.

A proposed I-mill tax increase to
generate revenue for road repairs
and a rainy day fund triggered a re-
call drive against the mayor and four
of six members of the council who
supported it.

Toward the end of the year, the
three-member finance committee
was replaced by a committee of the
whole comprised of the mayor and

1 full city council. Meetings are to be

Dancing into the evening under the Kercheval arch during
September’s Grosse Pointe’s Greatest Block Party in the Village.
Top left, the Grosse Pointe Historical Society held its June
fundraiser at the Simon House. At left, pre-fireworks fun in
Grosse Pointe Woods. At right, “The Nude” was back at the
Grosse Pomte War Memorial after being stolen in 2001.

back at 2009
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be divided in two.

held monthly, in addition to city
council meetings, and provide a fo-
rum for discussion of city matters
within the context of their financial
impact on the city.

Here is the year in review:

January
# Shores Municipal Judge Lynne

Pierce is sworn into her newly-elect-
ed office of judge of the Wayne

GROSSE POINTE FARMS

Wreck wrecks sign and fence

City named
‘Best affordable’
Michigan suburb

By Kathy Ryan
Steff Writer

Grosse Pointe Woods was named the Best
Affordable Suburb in Michigan by Business
Week magazine, but the honor couldn’t keep
the city from being affected by a depressed
economy.

A millage increase proved unpopular with
some residents, sound fiscal management
brought a nod of approval from the city’s au-
ditors, and department -heads worked with
diligence to keep city services at high levels.

The following is a glimpse at 2009:

January

# Several new traffic patterns went into ef-
fect in the Woods, including new lefi-turn reg-
ulations at Mack Avenue and Cook Road and
Mack Avenue and Lochmoor Boulevard. Left
turns af those intersections are now allowed
only on a green light. The changes were initi-
ated by Wayne County.

# Those signs weren'’t the only traffic issue.
Several residents went before the city council
to ask them to halt the removal of stop signs

FILE PHOTO/BRAD LINDBERG

County Circuit Court.

Pierce also was municipal judge of
her city of residence, Grosse Pointe
Woods.

¢ Gov. Jennifer Granholm ap-
proves language in a proposed mu-
nicipal charter which Grosse Pointe
Shores voters will have the opportu-
nity next month to approve or turn

See SHORES, page 2A See WOODS, page 24

POINTER OF INTEREST

1 spent my birthdays at Wimbledon. I played
Martina Navratilova on center court onmy

By Brad Lindberg*
Staff Writer

A witness to a single-vehicle
crash last weekend at the cor-
ner of Ridge and Moran told
police he used his car fo block
the cracked-up driver’s at-
tempt to flee the scene.

The wreck was reported at
10:19 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 26,

The witness told police he
and his wife were motoring
eastbound on Ridge when the
suspect sped past in a 2608
Volkswagen GTi. The

Volkswagen went off the road
as the driver tried to turn right
onto southbound Moran.

The out-of-control car
sheared off a stop sign at the
base and shattered a section
of wood fence before stopping
in the front yard of 192
Moran,

“The (Volkswagen driver)
then attempted to back (the
car) from the property and
tried to leave the scene,” the
witness reportedly told a pa-
trolman.

The suspect, a 17-year-old

male driver from the Farms, is
in solid with police.

“He has a history with our
department,” said Detective
Mike McCarthy.

“M) recognized ¢him) from
previous runs involving alco-
hoi-related offenses,” accord-
ing to a report by arresting of-
ficer Edward Wierszewski.

The driver registered a .14
percent blood alcohol level
and was arrested for drunken

driving, according to police.
See WRECK, page 6A

18th and Chrissy Evert onmy 21st.’

Susue Mascarm Keane

Home: Grosse Pointe Farms
Age: 45

Family: Husband, Peter;
children, Matthew, Charle and -
Samaritha :
Claim to fame: Retired
professional tennis player

See story on page 4A

PHONE: (313) 882-6900 & FAX: (313) 882-1585 ¢ MAIL: 96 Kercheval 48236 ¢ ON THE WEB: grossepointenews.com 4 E-MAIL: editor@grossepointenews.com

BREAKFAST & LUNCH SPECIALS

19218 Mack Ave * Just North of Moross
ACROSS FROM POINTE PLAZA » OPEN 6 DAYS, CLOSED MONDAYS

Carry Outs Available ® 882-4475

"SMOKE
FREE"

EVERYDAY!
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Shores:

New city has a busy year, issues to tackle in 2010

Continued from page 1A

down.
The charter would transform
the village info a city.

February

+ A handful of lawbreakers
stain an otherwise unblem-
ished annual crime summary.

“A small crime wave in-
creased our numbers percent-
age-wise,” said Stephen Poloni,
public safety director.

Major crime reported in the
village during 2008 would have
decreased from the year before
if a string of car break-ins had-
n'ttilted the tally.

# Voters approve the charter,
which means the Village of
Grosse Pointe Shores is now
The Village of Grosse Pointe
Shores, a Michigan City.

Village President Dr. James
Cooper is unopposed for elec-
tion as the Shores’ first mayor.

Eleven candidates compete
for six seats on city council, no
longer called the board of
trustees. Candidates are in-
cumbent Victoria Boyce, city
clerk Robert Graziani, Connie
Houin, incumbent Dr. Brian
Hunt, Christine Kaczanowski,
Ted Kedzierski, incumbent
Karl Kratz, incumbent Fred
Minturn and Janice
Pemberton, incumbent Glenn
Peters and Dan Schulte.
Incumbent Trustee Linda
Walton does not seek reelec-
tion.

Winning  seats  were
Kedzierski, Hunt, Schulte,
Graziani, Minturn and Boyce.

# Three coyotes encamped
in the community’s south end
outfox trappers trying to evict
them.

“Coyotes were not going into
the traps,” Poloni said. “They
actually moved the traps once
or twice with their noses. They
were pretty smart,”

March

. @ Brett Smith, head of public
works, tries to brew a salty so-

lution to spread on streets and
melt snow and ice.

“Our goal is, with small
snowfalls, it will melt snow as
it comes down,” Smith said. “It
should reduce overtime need-
ed for little snowfalls (and)
costs of salt usage.”

# Public safety officers Tony
Spina, John Jabrael, Sgt.
William Nicholson and Sgt.
Scott Rohr receive departmen-
tal honors for saving the life of
awoman choking on a piece of
food during last year’s
Christmas dinner.

“You sometimes wonder if
all the training is worth it,” said
Jabrael. “Something like this
makes it all worthwhile.”

April

4 A $1.1 million bridge bud-
get is passed to fill the three-
month gap, from May through
June, between the end of the
former village’s fiscal year and
the start of the city’s new one
July 1.

The city council approves
the budget 5-2, with newcom-
ers Redzierski and Schulte vot-
ing no.

4 An ongoing study of the
most cost efficient way for the
Shores to buy drinking water
shows no clear alternative.

Three main options include
remaining an independent cus-
tomer of Detroit, buying water
from Detroit in partnership
with Grosse Pointe Woods, or
breaking away from Detroit
and becoming an independent
customer of Grosse Pointe
Farms,

¢ A $30 per-student fee is an-
nounced to offset most costs
this summer of giving two-
week swimming and tennis
lessons at the municipal park.

Last year, instructors at the
park gave 224 swim lessons
and 212 tennis lessons,

“It cost us $16,000 to offer
those lessons,” said Brian Vick,
city manager, hired late last
year to replace retiring long-
time manager Mike Kenyon.

FINAL 30 DAYS
KAY ANOS LIQUIDATION

“Historically, the Shores has
absorbed those fees through
the general fund.”

+ Mayor Cooper establishes
monthly office hours at city
hall to meet with residents.

“I've been thinking about
how I can better address ques-
tions and concerns of residents
besides monthly council meet-
ings,” Cooper said.

He said he'll gauge atten-
dance during office hours and
“go from there.”

May

4 Newly elected councilman
Schulte, who also serves as liai-
son to the harbor committee,
alleges safety flaws in newly-
rebuilt Osius Park marina.

Schulte’s concerns include
the absence of a fence or
guardrail along the inside por-
tion of the harbor’s main walk-
way, plus the presence of
cracks in the north concrete
breakwall.

# For the first time in many
people’s memory, someone is
expelled from a Shores council
meeting.

Mayor Cooper orders the
resident out for disrupting the
meeting and using vulgarities.

“You're out of here,” Cooper
orders, instructing the public
safety director to escort the of-
fender out.

“We're going to have a re-
spectful meeting here,” Cooper
said.

June

4 Municipal officials join
with the Grosse Pointe Yacht
Club in appealing a Michigan
Department of Environmental
Quality denial of permission
for an opening to be built in the
yacht club’s south breakwall,

The club marina is shared to
some degree by the city. The
south opening would use 2.09
acres of state-owned lake bot-
tom and could be used by boat
owners from both the city and
club.

State officials denied the pro-
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Don't Miss Out! Financing Available!
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313-886-7715
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FREE PARKING IN REAR

B

ject, saying the opening “will
have significant adverse im-
pacts on the public trust and
natural resources associated
with Lake St. Clair. Another al-
ternative is replace the draw-
bridge and reconfigure the
slips within the existing marina
footprint.”

4 A 1-mill tax increase raises
$330,894 for the municipal
rainy day fund and to pay for
road repairs.

The tax increase sends the
overall property tax rate to
15.89 mills, a 7 percent in-
crease, including pension and
refuse taxes.

The mayor and four of six
members of the council sup-
port the increase. Kedzierski
and Schulte do not.

July

4 Dr. Robert E. Lee, an oppo-
nent of the 1-mill property tax
increase passed in June, an-
nounces he’ll organize a recall
of the mayor and council mem-
bers who supported last
month’s action.

“Over the next month or sg,
we're going to have to convene
some of the more interested
citizens and plan our strategy,”
Lee said.

¢ Recommendations con-
tained in the updated master
plan include creation of bicycle
paths and a mwunicipal recre-
ation facility.

“Although we appreciate the
uniqueness of this village, we
need to encourage growth and
development if we are not to
become stagnant and irrele-
vant in years to come,” said
Mary Matuja, head of the
Shores planning commissiorn.

August

+ Two candidates in this
year’s city council election,
DPan Schulte and Janice
Pemberton, reject explana-
tions by Shores officials of how
and why the city manager sent
some of the candidates’ cam-
paign promotions to the city at-
torney.

Schulte, who won a seat on
the council, and Pemberton,
who did not, plan to ask the
state atiorney general to inves-
tigate if campaign laws were
violated.

# Revised 30-year cost esti-
mates show it would be less ex-
pensive that previously
thought for the Shores to buy

water from Grosse Pointe
Farms, not to remain a cus-
tomer of Detroit or partner
with Grosse Pointe Woods to
buy water from Detroit.

September

4 Rope barriers are installed
on landings of floating docks in
the municipal harbor to keep
pedestrians from falling in the
marina by jumping to and from
the main dock.

¢ Members of the Grosse
Pointe Shores Improvement
Foundation plan the organiza-
tion’s 25th birthday celebration
this month.

Civic improvements the
foundation is considering for
the short term include renovat-
ed basketball courts at the mu-
nicipal park.

In the long run, there’s talk
of replacing the park swim-
ming pool,

# The master plan is amend-
ed for the first time in 20 years.

Changes include, but are not
limited to, a proposed new resi-
dential zoning district for
smaller-than-average lots.

October

# Petition language to recall
the mayor and four council
members for supporting a 1-
mill property tax increase is
approved by the Wayne
County Elections Commission.

# An aggressive coyote tried
to snatch a pet beagle out of its
owner’s hands on Shoreham.

The week before about three
blocks away on Stonehurst, an
animai believed to be the same
coyote stared down three
adults and two 50-pound pet
dogs before backing off.

November

¢ The Shores qualifies for
grants to pay the bulk of con-
struction costs to repave
Vernier from Lakeshore to the
Grosse Pointe Woods border;
and Lakeshore from the St.
Clair Shores horder south to
Moross in Grosse Pointe
Farms.

Work is expected to take
place in'2010, with some parts
starting in 2012,

4 Recorded televised meet-
ings of the city council begin
airing three times per week on
Cable Channel 12,

Broadcasts are scheduled for
a six-month trial basis. They
will be continued or terminat-

ed based on residents’ prefer-
ences, :

¢ An audit for the period
ending June 30 shows a nega-
tive $210,000 unreserved fund
balance.

The Shores accounting firm
is required to report the deficit
to the state, which will put the
city on a deficit reduction plan.

# The three-member munic-
ipal finance committee is re-
placed by a committee of the
whole comprised of the mayor
and all six members of the city
council.

The committee of the Whole

will meet at least monthly to
discuss city business from a fi-

nancial perspective.
December

+ Municipal job cuts and la-
bor concessions could be in the
works to reduce costs in line
with declining city revenues.

4 Councilman Minturn apol-
ogizes to residents for voting to
increase property taxes by 1
mill

“Your taxes went up $60 on
average this year and I'm sorry
for that,” Minturn said during
the first meeting of the newly-
established committee of the
whole. “Let’s work on not let-

ting that happen again.”

# Elected officials authorize

city manager Vick to discuss
with other Grosse Pointe man-
agers ways to share municipal
services and spread out the
costs of buying supplies and
providing services.

¢ A new, 30-year contract to
buy water from Detroit is fa-
vored as the best long-term
economic option for the
Shores.

Prospects are put aside to ei-
ther break away from Detroit
and link with the filtration
plant in Grosse Pointe Farms
or buy water from Detroit in
partnership with Grosse Pointe
Woods. :

¢ A large house on
Lakeshore at Oxford occupy-
ing part of the subdivided lot of
a mansion of a prior era is torn
down to make way for two new
house‘g_"“"* SRR

“We'd like to keep things the
way they are,” said Mary
Matuja, head of the Shores
planning commission,
“However, due to economic
times, things are not always
the way we’d like them to be.”

Woods: City ends year financially sound

Continued from page 1A

throughout the city. Staie law
dictates the removal of 38 signs
from 28 intersections.

4+ The city council approved
a bond issue to fund a $2 mil-
lion water tower project, as
part of the Woods’ plan to sep-
arate from the Detroit Water
and Sewerage Department
system.

¢ Retired Circuit Judge
William Giovan was sworn in
as municipal court judge, re-
placing Lynne Pierce who won

[
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election to the Wayne County
Circuit Court. Giovan was ap-
pointed in lieu of the city hold-
ing a special election, and will
serve uniil a replacement is
elected in the municipal elec-
tion in November.

# New park pass procedures
were approved, which would
require landiords to verify
names and ages of tenants oc-
cupying renial properties be-
fore park passes would be is-
sued.

February

# Bids for a new water tower
were let, with work scheduled
to be completed by July 2008,

¢ Starr Commonwealth, a
provider of residential and
community-based  mental
health services for troubled
children: and their families took
over the 13-acre Children’s
Home of Detroit property on
Cook Road. There has been no
determination of the type of
program the. Albion-based
nonprofit will offer at the site,

4 The city’s annual audit
showed it be in good financial
shape.

# A suspect remained at
large following the armed rob-
bery and stabbing of the man-
ager of a gas station at Mack
Avenue and Vernier. Area
schools were placed on lock
down. The suspect escaped
with a large amount of cash.

4 The annual report by the
Department of Public Safety
showed crime was down, ex-
cept for thefts from cars.
Residents were reminded not
to leave valuables in cars and
to always lock their cars.

March

# Grosse Pointe Woods was
named the Best Affordable
suburb

in  Michigan by

Business Week magazine.

4 Following extensive re-
view, city officials decided not
to separate from the Detroit
water system and agreed to
stay with Detroit for the next
30 years. The decision was
made after an in-depth cost
analysis was presented on the
city’s two options, staying with
Detroit, or leaving to connect
with Grosse Pointe Farms.

April

4 A $2 million budget short-
fall sent city officials back to
square one on a proposed new
budget and sent department
heads scrambling to cut excess
costs and personnel.

4 Hundreds of young resi-
dents turned out on the front
iawn of city hall for the annual
Easter egg hunt,

4+ LocalMotionGreen hosted
a fair in honor of Earth Day,
raising awareness of the heakth
consequences of environmen-
tal toxins.

¢ The city was recognized
by the Arbor Day Foundation
as a Tree City for the 31st year,
one of the longest recognized
cities in the country.

May

+ The city council approved
a 1.75 mill increase in property
taxes to cover a $2 million
shortfall in the city’s $13 mil-
lion budget.

4 An anonymous flier was
distributed throughout the city,
questioning the need for a mill-
age increase and suggesting
council members who voted
for it would have to answer to
the voters.

# Beztak Co,, citing a lack of
funding, withdrew a proposal
to buy the property known as

Continued on page 7A

—
i S

il



GROSSE POINTE NEWS, DECEMBER 31, 2009

CITY OF GROSSE POINTE"

Planning for a sound fiscal future

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

The municipal tax rate re-
mained the same during 2009
in the City of Grosse Pointe

But, due to declining proper-
ty values and tax assessments,
about 80 percent of its
landowners received tax cuts.

Economic factors entered in-
to almost every major story
this-year in the city: the closure
of longtime clothing store
Hickey's Walton-Pierce, ap-
proval of zoning amendments
to encourage more investment
in the Village and, in
December, the scaling down of
plans by Kroger officials to re-
place the store on Kercheval
with a two-story building,

Toward the end of the year, a
citizens ad hoc committee was
formed to give municipal offi-
cials a fresh but unofficial per-
spective on how city services
could be maintained at high
levels in a new environment of
declining property tax rev-
enues and state revenue shar-
The year in review:

January

4 The owners of Hickey’s
‘Walton-Pierce in the Village
announce the clothing store
will close next month,

Bill and Mary Jo Huntington,
who bought the E.J, Hickey Co.
in the early 1990s and merged
it with their Walton-Pierce
store, have decided to retire af-
ter 34 years in the retail busi-

ness.
¢ A pig roast warms cold-

weather  spirits  during

Winterfest at Neff Park.

February

& A two-story Kroger gro-
cery store with attached four-
level parking deck is scheduled
to replace the existing store
and ground-level parking lot in
the Village by late 2010,

“Typically, we dor't build a
two-story store and parking
structure,” said Chris Rogers,
Kroger real estate manager.
“This store is going to be very
upscale.”

The new Kroger will be lo-
cated on the'site of the current
one on Kercheval and Notre
Dame.

¢  Cadieux  between
Jefferson and Kercheval will be
repaved this spring.

Nearly 80 percent of the pro-
ject’s $450,000 cost will' be
borne by a federal grant ad-
ministered through the county.

“Wayne County indicated to
us that federal funds for this
project must be cbligated by
Oct. 1 or they will be lost,” ac-
cording to Stephen Pangori of
the city’s engineering consul-
tants, Anderson, Eckstein and
Westrick.

+ Six neighboring houses
owned by Sunrise Senior
Living on St. Clair below the
Village are torn down.

Sunrise had bought the
property in hopes of building
condominiums, The condo
project has been canceled and

the soon-to-be-vacant property
is up for sale.

¢ William Beaumont
Hospital Grosse Pointe grows
deeper roots in the community
by having its offshoot,
Beaumont Medical
Transportation, take over City
of Grosse Pointe ambulance
service.

Municipal savings are ex-
pected to be at least $4,000 per
yeat.

# City police raid the Pony
Keg party store on East Warren
in Detroit. It's owner is arrest-
ed for fencing merchandise
shoplifted in the Village.

March

4 Money issued through the
federal stimulus package will
fund all construction costs to
resurface St. Clair from
Waterloo to Mack.

“Unlike typical federally-
funded (resurfacing) projects,
which require the municipality
to pay 20 percent of the con-
struction, this federal program
will cover 100 percent of con-
struction costs,” said Paul
Weitzel, City public service di-
rector.

April ,
¢ Owners of the Pony Keg

party store, arrested in
February for fencing goods

shoplifted from Grosse Pointe

stores, including Kroger in the
Village, waive their right to a

preliminary hearing in City of

Grosse Pointe Municipal
Court.

“The case heads to Wayne
County Circuit Court, where
the defendants hope to work
out a deal with prosecutors,”
police said.

# Beefed-up police patrols in
the Village shopping district
are credifed with helping cut
crime last year in the city.

During 2008, according to

- the annual crime report, over-
all criminal activity reported in

the community totaled 334 cas-
es, down 10 percent from the
year before. '

“I believe it is due to the hard
work of our officers and forma-
tion of a directed patrol unit in
the Village and around (Maire
Elementary) school,” said
James Fox, public safety direc-
tor.

May

# The budget for fiscal year
2009-2010, passed this month,
maintains the 13-mill tax rate
plus an additional .5 mills to
cover the park bond that voters
passed in 2001.

“This budget includes tax
cuts for 80 percent of our resi-
dents due to declining assess-
ments,” said City Manager
Peter Dame. “For approxi-
mately 42 percent of residents;
this is the second year in a row
they will be receiving a proper-
ty tax reduction.”

¢ Municipal officials accept
a tree contractor’s 6 percent
rate reduction for tree trim-
ming in exchange for a three-
year coniract extension.

# Beaumont Hospital Grosse

Pointe’s mlmmally invasive
surgical center is named in
honor of City residents Joéhn
and Betty Stevens.

.John Stevens serves on the
c1ty council.

June

¢ Work is proceeding to
amend the municipal noise or-
dinance with stiffer provisions
against the use of lawn equip-
ment at odd hours. )

Residents have complained
of noisy contractors working
durmg early mommgs and late
evenings.

¢ Instead of cutting munici-
pal recreation programs to
compensate for a tight budget,
some recreation fees are in-
creased to generate an estimat-

- ed $12,525.

“Money we collect won't
come close to recuperating all
of the costs, but it will help and,
hopefully, save our program-
ming,” said Christopher
Hardenbrook, director of
parks and recreation.

“Eighty to 90 percent of fees
are staying the same,” said
Councilrhan John Stempfle.
July

¢ Public Safety Officer Joe
Adams finishes an 18-hour
shift by saving the life of an 8-
year-old giri.

Adams uses the Heimlich
maneuver to dislodge a piece
of food caught in the girl’s
throat. He then goes home and
is back on the job six hours lat-
er

NEWS | 3A

# A group of residents living

on the stretch of Cadieux being
resurfaced complain they
weren't told by municipal offt-
cials that on-street parking will

be forbidden whern oonstruc-

tion ends.
“It limits access to gur prop-

“erty,” said Greg Jakub, a City

resident and organizer of,
about 30 homeowners from,
the City and Grosse Pointe
Park with houses on Cadieux
between Jefferson and.
Kercheval.

City officials ‘said resxdents
were notified of the new park-
ing rules. A parking ban was.
required for the city to accept a.
government grant paying 80
percent of the resurfacing. )

® Fallen leaves will be col- -

lected curbside this autumn by
a low-tech scooper system that
replaces a more expensive vac-
uum truck.

“This new pickup method is:
expected to reduce, if not elim--

.inate, overtime for leaf collec-.

tion during heavy leaf drop.
times,” said Paul Weitzel, head.
of public service.

# Free parking is offered on
Sundays in the municipal
parking deck  behind.
Kercheval Place in the heart of
the Village,

The policy rebuifs a parkmg ‘

consultant who said three:
years ago the city should
charge for parking seven days
per week, day and night. 4

“Consultants -aren’t always:

See CITY, page 6A.
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2009: A year o

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

In Grosse Pointe Farms this
year the tax rate remained un-
changed. Water rates went up.
Boaters received special deals
to fill empty slips in the munici-
pal marina.

Yet, it wasn’t all economics
during 2009 in the Farms.

The city either sponsored or
helped facilitate events that
drew large attendance from
throughout the Grosse Pointe
.community to Winterfest on
the Hill, the annual fishing
rodeo at Pier Park and the
Racing for Kids street festival
on the Hill. In addition, the
Farms Foundation again spon-
sored a classic car show at the
park that included a mini
Dream Cruise through the city.

The year ended with the ax
falling on the first of an esti-
mated four or five coyotes be-
lieved living in the Pointes.

Farms police began hunting
the animals, which had been
reported attacking and killing
pets. Officers got their first kill
in December.

The year in review:

January

¢ Twenty-degree tempera-
tures and high winds confirm
that Winterfest on the Hill was
scheduled af the right time,

+ A rohber described as an
old man with a cane gets away
with nearly $10,000 cash from
Bank of America on the Hill
Bank tellers suspect a younger
man in disguise.

¢ The Michigan Supreme
Court rules that proposed con-
struction of condominiums on
residential property formerly
designated as 40 and 50
Lakeshore, now owned by the
Grosse Pointe War Memorial,
would violate deed restrictions
dating to 1941.

“We realize the court’s deci-
sion restricts the use of the
properties in question to sin-
gle-family residences,” said
Mark Weber, War Memorial
president.  “The (War
Memorial) board will stay
within the parameters -of that
ruling and move forward.
There has not been a decision
made as to what our next step
will be.”

February

+ Millions of federal stimu-
lus dollars are sought to give

the city’s aging, 2.7-mile break-
wall a facelift.

“There are voids under the
wall and other issues,” -said
City Manager Shane Reeside.

He admits his application for
$17.5 million is a longshot.

“It never hurts to ask,”
Reeside said.

# Rather than taking down
the artificial Christmas free in
the public safety department
lobby, Dispatcher Andrea
Seidel decides to redecorate
the tree throughout the year in
accord with various holidays.

She decorated the tree this
month for Valentine’s Day.
Next comes Memorial Day.

“The lobby of a police de-
partment is not always filled
with people there for happy
reasons,” Seidel said. “It’s such
a great feeling when someone
enters our lobby and you see
them look at our decorated
tree, smile and comment, ‘Nice
t.ree‘!”

March

¢ Members of Crescent Sail
Yacht Club announce plans to
construct a 2,000-square-foot

« utility building.

“This building replaces six
smaller structures,” said Leigh
Savage, Crescent’s past com-
modore. “We will eliminate all
of the existing temporary
sheds and generally improve
the overall aesthetics of the
grounds.

4 Farms police achieve a 92
percent closure rate for larce-
nies reported during 2008, ac-
cording to the public safety de-
partment annual crime report.

“We worked extra hard, es-
pecially on solving home inva-
sions,” said Lt. Richard Rosati,
head of the detective division.
April

& Municipal officials extend
Kroger grocery store’s lease on
municipal-owned and at Mack
and Maross.

The lease is $10,600 per
month on a month-to-month
basis. Terms include a 30-day
termination notice.

May

¢ “The Nude,” a 6-foot,
roughly 500-pound bronze
fountain sculpture stolen near-
ly eight years ago from the
Grosse Pointe War Memorial
garden  fronting  Fries
Auditorium, is found in the
Detroit River a few feet off-

finance and festivals

Mext week: The final wrap-up of 2009 in sports, Grosse Pointe Park,
and regional issues affecting the Grosse Pointes.

shore of Mariner’s Park, locat-
ed below Alter Road.

Detroit police dive team
members are training when
they come upon the sculpture
half buried in silt 18 feet below
the water’s surface. Visibility is
less than two feet.

“The only part sticking out of
the muck was the head and
arms,” said Sgt. Michael
Carpenter, dive team member.
“It was solid hard. It felt like a
torso. I thought it was part of a
statue.”

June

4 Farms council members
keep the municipal tax rate un-
changed, something they're
unaccustomed to doing.
During the last seven years,
they’ve cut the millage rate five
times.

In addition this year, the gen-
eral fund budget is cut 3 per-
cent.

4 Small boat owners waiting
for wells at Pier Park are of-
fered a one-season opportunity
to rent slips meant for larger
craft.

“This is another attempt {o
increase our revenue from the
harbor,” said city manager
Reeside.

In what is being interpreted
as a sign of bad economic
times, the harbor has 17 open
slips built for boats 30 feet
long.

+ Water rates go up despite
— or, rather, because — usage
has gone down.

“The problem, in the last
couple of years, is usage of our
water has gone down,” said
Councilman Terry Davis, head
of the municipal finance com-
mittee, “The water plant is a
fixed cost. Those pumps have

to operate 24 hours per day no

matter whether cubic footage
increases or decreases.
Therefore, we face an increase
in water and sewer rates.”

A 6.03 percent price increase
approved this month pumps
up minimum bills to $75.27 for
1,000 cubic feet of water
processed af the filtration plant
at the corner of Moross and
Grosse Pointe Boulevard,

“We tried to keep it as low as
we could,” Davis said.

July

¢ Most sewer repairs ap-
proved for the northeast sec-
tion of the Farms will be com-
pleted without digging trench-
es that damage lawns and
roads.

Underground pipes are to.be
injected with a plastic liner to
plug breaks and broken joints
that reduce water flow.

¢ Tough economic condi-
tions force members of St.
James Lutheran Church to
scale back hopes for an addi-
tion.

Instead, a portion of the
building that was scheduled to
be razed and replaced will now
be renovated and reused.

¢ Speeders are caught off-
guard by traffic enforcement
officers patrolling the Farms in
a new, barely-marked Ford
Mustang GT.

August

" ¢ A rain garden planted near
the new warming building at
Pier Park is intended to show
residents how small invest-
ments by individual property
owners can help protect water
quality in Lake St. Clair:

The garden, designed by res-
ident Lev Wood, catches and
filters runoff for use by native
plants.

¢ Heavy rains lure a large
number of anglers to the 61st
annual Grosse Pointe Farms-
City Family Fishing Rodeo at
Pier Park.

“It poured rain — I mean
poured rain — and we still had
818 people,” said Dick Graves,
rodec organizer.

The rodeo is for Farms and

City of Grosse Pointe young-
sters ages 17 and under.

September

¢ Thousands of people at-
tend the Racing For Kids street
festival on the Hill

Attractions include bumouts
by Indy Car driver Mike
Conway in the same No. 24
Dreyer & Reinbold Racing
Transystems race car he drove
to third place last month at
Infineon Raceway in
California.
' Dreyer & Reinbold is co-
owned by Farms native Robbie
Buhl, Racing For Kids’ national
spokesman since its founding
20 years ago.

The charity uses the popular-
ity of motorsports to raise
money for children’s hospitals.

# A Racing For Kids charity
auction on the Hill raises more
than $50,000.

Beneficiaries are Henry Ford

FILE PHOTO/BRAD LINDBERG®
Classic cars of various eras are driven into Pier Park forthe °

second annual Concours d'Flegance held in September bythe >
Grosse Pointe Farms Foundation, :

Cottage Hospital in the Farms,
William Beaumont Grosse:
Pointe Hospital in the City of
Grosse Pointe and Children’s-
Hospital of Michigan in.
Detroit. ) by

'

Continued on page 7A:
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POINTER OF INTEREST
At 16, Susie Mascarin Keane

By Karen Fontanive

ing national
Staﬂ’ writer tourna-
' ments by
 Ttall started trymg to keep up age 9 and
\mth older siblings. winning

¢ “My parents were just irying- them by
to keep my sisters busy,” Susie 12"
Mascarin Keane said. “They  With that
were doing a tennis camp on  SUCCESS
Belle Isle. I just wanted to do came moti-
what they were doing, but was vation.
too young to participate. They Tennis
had a wall over there, so I start- profession-
ed hitting against it.” al Joe
- That inauspicious start hit- Fodell, one
ting against a wall turned intoa of Keane's
lifetime appreciation of tennis, primary
4 successful tennis career and coaches
induction earlier this month in-  during her
to the United States Tennis junior and Open
Association ‘Midwest Tennis profession-
Ha]l of Fame, al career,
- The Grosse Pointe Farms res- ‘enjoys
ident described her selectionto telling the

the hall of fame as a “huge sur- story of the first. t1-
prise. I rarely think about those worked with her. He at

days It seems like a hundred had just started wol
years ago. I know I had a great Wirmbledon Racquet
junior career, but it’s not some- wasn’t sure what to.d
thing I ever thought about. I decided to just “rw

don’t know the selection death. We were doing

process, but it's a fremendous  drills and working so
honor and it’s great to revisit had to take a break.
tpose days ¢ other pros told me
Keane is modest about her she gets in that gro

cumstances. 't Susie who needed a
; “My Ummg was right — un-  Keane won her first-profes-
behevable she said. “There sional tournament when he k

Wasn’t the competition thére is was 14 and in high
today.”" Balancing high scho
¢ However, even she admits to ateur and professional
]';ier accomplishments and her tournaments tookalo
drive to succeed.

} “I got very good, very young.

Ewon my first tournament — a  did all of the coursework; but :
10-and unde{ tournament — at  they accommodated_m

age 7. T'was traveling and play- ule,” said Kéane,

4

.

Allow us to show you how we can turn an ramary advertisement
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duccesses and credits the cir- keep pushing. I told him it was-

3,

tising campaign.
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96 Kercheval Ave. Grosse:_ Po 'te Farms

) sophomore
niversity Liggett School, she
ayed No. 3 singles on the
‘hoys tennis team — her broth-
er, Drew, played No. 1 — while
;- also playing in both junior and

‘professional tennis tourna-

Ptgn.-Sat, 11aneMam

right, with contemporaries, from left,
a Bunge, Tracy Austin and Kathy Rinaldi,
Tennis Association reunion at the U.S.

" remember that Td justwon
the 18 and under Easter Bowl
d was invited to the Italian

layer), so I didn’t play in the
‘high school regionals that year.
‘After winning the Italian Open
1 didn’t play the French Open
ecause of final exams — |
ent to Wimbledon as the No. 1
eed junior, but lost in the quar-
-~ters,” she said, adding quickly,
“Grass is not my best surface.
“But then 1 won the Jumor.
U.S. Open and- Orange Bowt”

)

When I re-
turned
home, I had

PHOTOS COURTESY OF SUSIE MASCARIN KEANE
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three sports Keane at the hall of fame induetion ceremony with her family: husband, Peter;

manage-

sons, Matt, left, and Charlie and daughier, Samantha, Keane chose her former

ment com- coach and Grosse Pointe Shores resident Joe Fodell to introduce her for induc-
panies at tion into the hall of fame, In his introductory speech, Fodell mentioned Keane’s
the door. I accomplishments and her sportsmanship and conduct on the court. “I coached
was the No. many players after her and parents, coaches and players mentioned how they ad-
1 junior in mired how she handled herself on the court.”

the world

and had a Women's Tennis
Association ranking in the 40s,
50 we had a pretty good idea
that 1 could compete with the
pros.”

Keane turned pro in January
1981 at 16. She looks through
the memorabilia and photos
fondly, but with a sense of be-
ing removed from it all. It takes
her some time to recall the

specifics of her career and ac-

\'.

complishments.
“I remember my “Fookie

. year,” ‘said Keane. “Th& Bhysi:

cal part was easier because |
wasn't juggling playing in ju-
nior tournaments along with
the pros, but there was the

pressure to succeed as a pro. [

wanted to justify what the
sponsors were paying me.
There was more pressure to
live up to expectations.”

She had a clothing sponsor-
ship with Cerruti — her male
counterpart was Jimmy
Connors — Wilson racquets
and Nike shoes. Yet, she still
had high school. “I would be on
the circuit for two weeks and
back to school for one. It kept
me grounded.

“It was a big shift once I grad-
uated high school,” she said.
“There was nothing to offer re-
lief from the tour. The life of a
professional athlete is incredi-
bly selfish. It's all about how
you feel, what you’re going to
eaf, what your workout will be.
You have to have a burning de-
sire, determination and disci-
pline,” said Keane.

She competed on the
Women's Tennis Association
Tour for eight years. At 18, she
beat Billie Jean King in the
opening round of the U.S.
Open. She reached at least the
quarterfinals in more than 20
professional singles and dou-
bles tournarnents including the
French Open, Italian Open,
Swiss Open and U.S. Clay
Courts. She also played on two
World Team Tennis teams, the
Miami Beach Breakers in 1986
and South Florida Breakers in
1988. &

“She had great hand-eye coor-
dination and a tremendous abili-
ty to concentrate,” said Fodell
“Things didn't bother her, She

- played through adversity.”

That adversity included two
major injuries. In 1985, she tore
all of the ligaments in her ankle
and was ouf six months.

“I did rehab and came back
pretty good and then tore my
rotator cuff and was out anoth-
er nine months,” said Keane.
“Being out back to back that
long made me lose my tunnel
vision.

“I wanted to go to school. My
sisters were getting married
and starting families. As a pro, I
couldn’t break into the top 20. 1
was making a living, but not re-
ally breaking through. There
was lots of frustration,” said
Keane. “I was used to winning

Keane, early in her tennis ca-
reer.

tournaments as a junior then I
was playing against the likes of
Martina (Navratilova) and
Chris (Evert) every week and I
didn’t handle losing as well as 1
could have. My confidence
took a big hit.”

In 1988, at age 24, Keane re-
tired. “The world no longer re-
volved around my fithess rou-
tine and my forehand. I came
back to being a normal per-
son.”

She moved to California to
attend UCLA and was assistant

coach for the women's tennis:

team. “I finished school in three
years. I went because I wanted
to,” she said.

That same year she met Peter:

Keane, whom she married two
years later. They lived in
California and Chicago before
returning to Grosse Pointe.

By that time, they had started
a family. And just as her par-
ents tried to keep her sisters
busy, Keane wanted her chil-
dren to have a sport. She start-
ed the tennis program at St
Paul Catholic School in the
Farms for fifth- through eighth-
grade boys and girls.

“I have a range of kids from
those who've never picked up a
racquet to those competing in
tournaments. My goal was I
didn’t want kids to show up in
ninth grade without knowing
anything about high school
tennis,” she said. “I'm proud of
the program. There are lots of
kids playing for area high
schools that have come
through the program.”

As her sons have graduated
through the program, Keane
has limited her fime on St.
Paul’s courts to her daughter’s

PHOTO BY KAREN FONTANIVE ..

Some of the many trophles and medals Keane received, in—
cliiding the World No. 1 junior tennis ball trophy. '
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Highlights

& Competed in 10 U.S. Open
Championships.

+ 1980 international Tennis
Federation World Junior
Champion

#1980 recipient of the Maureen
Connolly Brinker Outstanding :
Junior Sportsmanship Award :
+ Winner of five national junior
singles championships and four
national junior doubles champi-
onships

& Winner of three national dou- 4
bles tennis titles in the 40 and p
over age division i
+Winner of five national plat- o
form tennis titles :
+ Established the tennis pro-
gram at St. Paul Cathotic Schoot

season. While her middle child |
has chosen hockey as his sport
of choice, her eldest plays ten- -
nis for Grosse Pointe South.
And though not an official -
coach for the team, she is often
asked for counsel and runs off-
season drills at Wimbledon
Racquet Club. for 1nterested
South players.

“l am lucky to still be in-

volved at a level I want to be —
working with kids, being with .
my own kids: I am very fortu- ;
nate.” i

Keane is stﬂi on the courts. ;
She can be seén doing cardio
tenriis with her girlfriends at :
Wimbledon Racquet Club and :
has competed in doubles tour-
naments for 2 number of years,
winning three national doubles
tennis titles in the 40 and over
age division. But lately she has
focused on platfon'n tennis and
golf,

Her eyes VISlbly bmghten
when she mentions goif. “I
wish I had started playing ear}i- . :
er,” said Keane. ‘T feel like I'm
trying to make up for lost time"
and can't get enough - espe-
cially with our limited seasonin :
Michigat. :

“As much as I am forever. .
grateful for the travel, the peo-
ple, the experiences, 1 appreci-
ate my tennis career more :
looking back from this view. I -
feel so forfunate to be back and’
in Grosse Pointe, close to my -
family and raising our kids
here.”

I
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