'SUBSCRIBE NOW
(313) 343-5578

$14.50 OFF THE NEWSSTAND PRICE

VOL. 71, NO. 52, 30 PAGES
ONE DOLLAR (DELIVERY 71¢)

FEATURES
Resolutions

Life’s big changes should come slowly

PAGE IB

&

One of Amerzm S great commumty newspapers szgce 1940

SPORTS

Holiday blues

Aouth girls basketball drops tough
one to Marian. eaceic

o
2

%

W

?
%

DECEMBER 30, 2010
GROSSE POINTE, MICHIGAN

Week ahead

26 27 e 25 30 31 El
2 3 4 Y ?-__s

THURSDAY. DEC. 30

& Services for Older Citizens is
closed.

¢ Grosse Pointe Woods city of-
fices are closed.

# Grosse Pointe Woods are
rubbish on schedule,

FRIDAY, DEC. 31

New Year's Eve

4 The 41st annual New Year’s
Eve Family Fun Run/Walk be-
ging with a children’s one mile

Projects galore for Woods new year

fun runfwalk at 3:30 pm. on By Kathy Ryan

Belle Isle. The 3km race walk Sterff Writer

and 5km run beging at 4 p.m. o
To register, visit : A new city administrator took over
BelielsleFundRun.com. in Grosse Pointe Woods, and his first
Registration fee is $30. order of business was to contain costs
4 City of Grosse Pointe munici- | while keeping city services at a level
pal building is closed. residents have come {0 expect.
4 Grosse Pointe Shores munic- | Several projects that took shape in
ipal building is closed. 2010 will carry over into 2011, includ-
¢ No rubbish pick up in Grosse | ing a proposed senior housing devel-
Pointe Shores. opment on Cook Road and an en-
4 Grosse Pointe Park city haﬂ forced ban on neon lighfing for busi-
is closed. _ nesses on Mack.

# Grosse Pointe Farms city hall

is closed.

@ Grosse Pointe News office is January

closed.

¢ Grosse Pointe Woods city of- B Albert “Skip” Fincham was
fices closed. named the new director of public safe-
# LakeFrontPark closesat4 | ty, replacing Mike Makowski who re-
P tired in December. Fincham had previ-
¢ Many U.S. Postal Serviceof- | ously been with the City of Grosse
fices closeat 3 p.m. Pointe,

4 Fort Street post office isopen | 8 The 14-acre site that once was the
uritil 5 poan Childrens Home of Detroit has been
@ All Grosse Pointe Public

Libraries close at 5 p.m.

+ Services for Older Citizens price has not been established, but will Foundation.
closed. be determined with the buyer, but will

be fair market value, according to
Starr's spokesman. The properly at
900 Cook Road has been vacant since
the Childrens Home closed in
November 2008,

SATURDAY, JAN. 1
Huappy New Year

'MONDAY, JAN. 3.

¢ Grosse Pointe Park city hall . @ Covotes continued to be a prob-
is closed. Jem, with several small dogs bemg at-
# Grosse Pointe Public Schools | tacked.

resume, ® A husband and wife burglary

team was arrested and charged with a
home invasion on Bournemouth.
Police believe the couple is responsi-
ble for several home invasions in
Macomb County in the past four to

@ Grosse Pointe Woods council
meets at 7:30 p.m. in council
charabers, 20025 Mack Plaza.

TUESDAY, JAN. 4
¢ The book, “Home,” by
Marilynne Robinson is the top-

five months.

8 The Woods city council agreed to
approve a $2 million water reservoir
project at the Public Works yard on
Parkway. The money for the project,
including a 500,000 gallon water tank,
a pumping station and site work, will
come froth the state’s Drinking Water
Revolving Fund.

W Ted Metry was sworn in as the
new municipal court judge.

put on the market by its current own- I July, a new clock and landscaplng project in front of city hall was unveiled.
er, Stair Commonwealth of Albion. A The work was the first major project for the Grosse Pointe Woods Community

February

¥ The family of missing Woods resi-
dent. Joann Matouk Romain urged
anyone with information fo contact
police. Romain disappeared Jan. 12
from in front of St. Paul on the Lake
Catholic Church. The family has hired
a private investigator to help with the
search.

B The stop sign removal program_
ended, with 38 signs at 23 intersec-’
tions being removed, The final sign to

' See WOODS, pagé 24

ic of the 1st Tuesday Book -

Discussion Group at 2:30 p.m.
at Grosse Pointe Public Library
Central branch, 10 Kercheval,
Grosse Pointe Farms. For more
information, call (313) 343-
2074, ext. 208,

# A sing-a-long is from noon to
1 p.m. at Services for Older
Citizens, 17150 Waterloo, City

of Grosse Pointe.
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A look back

Students at Maire
Elementary Schoo! held a
week-long coin drive in
February, collecting pen-
nies, nickels, dimes and
{uarters in a 5-gallon jugto
douate to UNICEF for relief
efforis in Hait. Thestn- | ¢
dents raised more than
$1,000 for earthquake vic-
tims, which they tooktoa
Coin Star mhachineat
Kroger in the Village of
Grosse Pointe. See page 1A
I for a look back at 2016 in
“the schools,

" FILE PHOTO

Dispatch
talks
under way

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Discussions about how to cut mu-
nicipal costs by sharing public safety
dispatch duties is on the agenda of the
five Grosse Pointes, although the ru-
mored elimination next month of the
Shores dispatch department is un-
founded.

Scuttlebutt is the Shores dispatch
center at city hall would shut down
Jan 1.

Yet, the prospect of the Shores re-
ducing expenses by doling out its dis-
patch duties to another municipality
has been discussed for months by the
city council.

“The city council has given me di-
rection, based on the budget passed,
to work toward dispatch consolidation
or purchasing dispatch services from
ancther Grosse Pointe,” said Brian
Vick, Shores ity manager

The annual municipal budget Vick
referred to was balanced months ago
on the prospect of future cost savings
and service reductions, including the
consolidation of dispatcher duties.

“We're working towards that,” Vick
said. “There’s no official agreement
with any single or collective group
right now.”

See TALKS, page 3A

Shores’
year packed
with action

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE SHORES — In
his mayoral address during the last
city council meeting of 2010, James
Cooper summarized the ending year
in Grosse Pointe Shores and pre-
viewed some things to come.

“The effects of our national and
state economy continue to place
tremendous pressure on all local com-
munities,” Cooper said during
December’s council meeting. “Grosse
Pointe Shores is not immune. Issues
brought on by declining home values
influence our ability to maintain a sta-
bie revenue stream.”

How to provide essential municipal

-gervices while property values and,

consequently, property tax revenues
continue to drop will be discussed at
city hall throughout the’ months to
come, Cooper added. ' :
Fallout from the recession dormnat-
ed municipal business from start to
finish in 2010.
The acme of hometown polmcai
battles, however, came with a récall

" campaign against the mayor and. four

members of the city council.
Cooper plus Council members

- See ACTION, page 3A
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The year in review

Continued from page 1A
come ‘down was af
Sunningdale and Morningside.

# Woods police are dealing
with a rash of thefts from un-
locked cars. Police believe only
one person is responsible.
Items taken range from cash to
clothes to navigation systems.

¥ The Grosse Pointe
Historical Commission accept-
ed a grant of $2,400 from
Grosse Pointe Questers, with
funds earmarked to restore the
floor of the Cook School
House. '

B A coyote was trapped at
1ochmoor Club in a snare trap
set by the Varmint Police. The
professional trapper was hired
as a joint effort between Woods
and Shores officials to curb the
coyote population,

B A program to install new
water meters in homes and
husinesses could begin in July
as part of an overhaul of the
city's water system infrastruc-

. ture. ‘

March

# The body of missing
Woods resident Joann Matouk
Romain was found in
Canadian waters near Boblo
Island. Romain was last seen
Jan. 12 near St. Paul on the
Lake Catholic Church.

@ There has been nc more
coyote activity at Lochmoor
Club since a coyote was
trapped there in February.
Evidence suggests that the
pack of coyotes that had been
there have pulled up stakes
and moved on,

& Mayor Robert Novitke par-
ticipated in the annual Mayors
for Meals initiative sponsored
by the national Meals on
Wheels program.

April

B Mark Wollenweber, city
administrator for the past six
years, announced his retire-
ment, effective June 30.

M Plans for a $36 miltion se-
nior housing development on
Cook Road were presented to
the Woods Pianning
Commission. The plans call for
40 single-story detached con-
dos, a three-story independent
living facility, a three-story as-
sisted living facility and a
three-story nursing home, all
to be built on the 14-acre site
that once was the Children’s
Home of Detroit,

B Woods officials announced
major changes in retiree health
care benefits, a move that
could save the city $70,000 per
year,

W The city’s divecior of pub-
lic safety asked for residents’
help in reducing crimes of op-
poriunity, especially car break-
ins when valuables are left in
clear sight.

May

B The city’'s Assessor’s
Office will be downsized, and
the city’s assessor will be re-

City administrator Mark
‘Wollenweher announced his
retirement after six years at
the helm.

placed with a contract employ-
ee.

B Three stolen cars, seven
juveniles, two guys named

Smiley and Tilo and one high-

speed chase made for a wild
night for public safety officers
from the Shores and the
Woods. Several juveniles were
taken info custody.

B Police warned residents to
be on the jook out for missing
storm drain covers. Nine were
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reported missing, causing dan-
ger to bike riders and joggers
who could trip and fall as the
result of an open catch basin.
New grates, at a cost of $129,
are being installed as soon as
possible.

June

B Three Public Safety offi-
cers were honored for saving
the life of a 24-year-old who
had gone into cardiac arrest.
Officers Walter Galat, james
Quincy Lefurgey and James
Arthur received written com-
mendations from PSO director
Al Fincham,

July

B Officials are meeting to
discuss mutual aid pacts after
Harper Woods = requested
Woods and Farms officers
function as first responders if
they lay off fire personne! as
scheduled. Woods officiais be-
lieve it goes beyond the idea of
a mutual aid pact.

W A clock, the first project
from the Grosse Pointe Woods
Community Foundation, was

dedicated July 18. The clock, a

flower garden and decorative
benches are in front of the city
hall complex on Mack.

B With unpaid fines totaling
nearly $600,000, Woods offi- .
cials have announced they will '
be hiring a collection agency to -
go after those who have not
paid fines and other court or-
dered payments.

M A suspect ina ca:gackmg
on Mack was arrested.
Vincenzo Perry, 31, was ar—
raxgned in 39th District Court”
in Roseville on similar charges.

August

#® New security measures
are heing put in place at Lake °
Fromt Park after a 7-year-old is -
the victim of an adult male ex- |
posing himself in a park locker
roonL.

B Angry residents told the
Woods Planning Commission
exactly what they thought '
about a proposed cell phone

tower being built at the city's .
DPW yard on Parkway. Citing |
health issues and declining |

property values, the residents
urged the commission o deny

See WOODS, page 6A

Emergency
billing passes

By Brad Lindberg
Stoff Writer

GROSSE POINTE SHORES .. A
new ordinance raising the bar
on recovering the costs of pro-
viding municipal emergency
services goes beyond general
property taxes and taps indi-
vidual users of police and fire
profection,

“I've looked through a num-
ber of city ordinances in
Michigan,” said Mark
Mcinerney, corporate counsel
for Grosse Pointe Shores.
“This new proposed ordinance
may be one of the more ag
gressive ones.”

The ordinance passe‘d‘-a‘

nearly unanimous Shores city
council this month.

The 6-1 vote, with
Councilman Dan Schulte
against, capped a year during
which declining property val-
ues and municipal revenue
were part of almost every deci-
sion, including a recall effort
against the mayor and four
council members prompted
the year before by a 1-mill tax
increase.

“Given the challenges we
face, its time to be more ag-
gressive on these things,”
Mcinerney said.

Cost recovery ordinance No.
254 huilds upon existing mu-
nicipai regulations letting the
Shores bill for the prosecution
of drunken drivers, enforce-
ment of personal protection or-

" ders and clean up hazardous

material spiils.

*(This) ordinance will some-
what broaden the area in
which we will be able fo pursue
recovery of costs: basically
emergency responses that re-
guire police, fire or public
works 1o respond to emer-
gency situations,” Mclnerney
said. “We will reserve the right
to attempt to be reimbursed for
the cost of those services,”

An “emergency response” is
defined in the ordinance as

~ “the provision/utilization of en-
vironmental removal and/or

cleanup, fire fighting, emer-
gency medical, crowd control,
investigatory or rescue ser-
vices ... including resuscitator
and emergency extrication ser-
vices, to the scene of a fire, ac-
cident, utility emergency, haz-
ardous material release, arson,
or other emergency situation.”

““There are circumstances
that were not covered in the
previous ordinance,” said City
Manager Brian Vick. “This is

purely to address those types

of situations.”

Neither Vick, Mclnerney nor
Mayor James Cooper foresee
residents being billed directly
for such things as public safety
officers putting out a house
fire: R R

““In the past, when a house
caught fire or an ambulance
runtook place, the resident has
not been back-charged for
that,” Vick said.

“That person’s homeowners’

insurance would probably cov-

'

er it,” McInerney said. “Our .
practice has been not to go to .

our residents for the uncov-
ered portion,” McInerney said.

“1 don't think this new ordi-

nance changes any of the ways
we do business currently with
our residents,”
James Cooper.

Still, the ordinance breaks
new ground.

satid Mayor

“There’s not a lot of case law

out there saying what we can

and can’t do,” McInerney said. |
“There are a number of times -
we have traffic accidents and

our police have incurred costs
to deal with those. We would

" like to go after those responsi-
“ble-and/or thelr insurance com-

panies to reimburse our Cos

The ordinance also targets
utility companies.

“i a power line goes down,
we don't fix the power line, but
we ofien have to protect the
scene until Edison shows up
and fixes it,” Mcinerney said. -
“That’s a cost we will attempt
1o pass on to Edison.”

Nonpayment is a civil infrac-
tion.

“It aBows us 1o go to court {o
try to enforce our rights,”
Mecinerney said.

“] think it’s unjust,” said
Schulte, the lone dissenter. “It’s
totally unfair to residents. I
have always looked at Grosse
Pointe Shores as a place where
maybe we paid higher taxes,
but it was a ‘pay one price ride
all day” policy.”

Billing residents a separate

price for individual services vi-

olates precedent, according to
Schulte.

He said, “We didr't want to
get into an a la cart type pricing
for rubbish pickup, where peo-
ple who want door-side service
have to pay extra because
that’s not the way thing go
here. Yet, that’s exactly what
this ordinance does.”

Councilman Ted Kedzierski,

head of the finance committee
and mayor pre tem, supported
the ordinance with certain

reservations.

‘He’d like the measure
amended to let parties being '

billed beyond $2,500 appeal to
the city council,

“Suing someone involves a
lot of discretion,”
Kedzierski.

said -

“My concern is we're putting

all that discretion in the hands
of one. person, the city
manger.” '

“In most of these clrcum-’
stances, we'd rather not (go) '’

after our own residents for”

some  of these ‘costs,”"
MclInerney said, “We spend a

lot of costs in this community,

| would be good if we could -
share those costs wath those re—
sponsible”
Kedzierski, an attorney said
the ordinance must be en-.

forced even—handed reszdent

ornot, .

“The ordmance can't be ap~
phed in an arbitrary or capri- |
cious basis or it needs {o be re- -
moved he said '






