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FRIDAY, MAY 27 

Club hosts its annual members 
only appreciation barbecue 
from 5 to 10 p.m. Bring a dish 
to pass. Meat and beverages 
are provided. For more infor­
mation, call Tanya Naumenko 
Baroszewicz at (313) 881-2495. 

SATURDAY, MAY 28 

•Grosse Pointe Woods' Lake 
Front Park pool opens from 
noon to 8 p.m. 
• West Park Farmers Market 
on Kercheval in Grosse Pointe 
Park is open 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

* The 59th annual St. Clair 
Shores Memorial Day parade 
begins at 1 p.m. at Nine Mile 
and continues to 11 Mile on 

• 10 a.m. Memorial Day ser­
vices are at the Circle of 
Honor, corner of Vernier and 
Mack, Grosse Pointe Woods. 
The Rev. Gary Smetanka of 
Our Lady Star of the Sea of­
fers the invocation and bene-

Memorial, 32 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, 
Memorial Day services begin 
at 10 a.m. Lt. Col. Philip R. 
Sheridan, vice wing comman­
der select at Selfridge Air 
National Guard Base, gives 
the address. Music is provid­
ed by Joe Armijo, Dave Pas, 
Harrison Krasnei; Heather 
Albrecht and the Pierce 
Middle School sixth-grade 
choir and bagpiper Mary Beth 
Nicholson. Admission is free. 
•All federal, state, county 
and local municipal offices 
are closed. 

TUESDAY, MAY 31 

• The Grosse Pointe Public 
library shows the movie "Leap 
Year" beginning at 7 p.m. in 
the Ewald branch, 15175 

Admission is free. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 2 

• Pulitzer Prize finalist and au-

es his book, 'Anatomy of an 
Epidemic," at 6 p.m. in the 
Grosse Pointe Woods 
Community Center, 20025 
Mack. For reservations, call 
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By A J. Hakim tions. 
staffwiiter "We were contacted by an outside resource that in­

dicated that one of their employees was receiving in-
Violations of a district technology policy led to the appropriate e-mails," Harwood said, "Per our investi-

May 21 resignations of Grosse Pointe South principal gation, they were coming from Diver." 
D. Allan Diver and assistant principal Brandon Slone. Harwood conducted his own brief investigation, ex-

Grosse Pointe Public School System officials con- ploring the validity of the claim. Upon review, he felt it 
firmed a third district employee may be in violation of rose to the occasion of concern and the district turned 
the policy but declined to provide further details. to its legal counsel, Mark Mclnerney, of Clark Hill, 

Trie investigation began the evening of May 2, PLC. 
sparked by a phone call to Tom Harwood, assistant 
superintendent for human resources and labor rela- See SOUTH, page 7A 
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couldn't have been better timed with the sun re­
flecting on Lake St Clair's blue waters last week­
end. Above, the BradfMd family attended the Bob 
Seger concert Saturday night, and Sunday had 
brunch at the yacht club and looked at the boats, 
including a 42-foot Jeanneau sailboat. From left, 
Ruth Bradfleld, of Grosse Pointe Farms; Bill 
Bradfield of Maine; Tom Stansfteld, a yacht club 
member of the City of Grosse Pointe; Sue and 
Jerry Fowler, of the City of Grosse Pointer Boh 
Bradfield, of New Hampshire; and Gr v* ! »• 111»• i 
South High School sophomore Christ- iphiM 
Fowler, of the City of Grosse Pointe. AJ H i\ •. i:_ 11; 
The owner of a 73-foot Viking, named ^ 1 •'i s v. > i J'i' i 
purchased artist Gary Odmark'soil pamii!'. 
which included a likeness of Motivati'm 1 li*1 hiM> 
will carry the boat owner's daughter t» ln'i ln.ii1 

wedding at the yacht club. 
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PHOTOS BY RENEE LANBUYT 

Grosse Pointe Woods, 
Schaden, center, enjoyed sil 
at the Grosse Pointe Yacht Club, Above, The living 
room area of a 54-foot 5 
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GROSSE POINTE FARMS — Councilman 
Terry Davis went down to the wire this 
month in a fight against increasing prop­
erty taxes. 

Then, he went down for the count, out­
voted by most colleagues on the Grosse 
Pointe Farms city council. 

Tax proponents said adding 1/2 mill to 
the municipal property tax rate for fiscal 
year accomplishes two things: 

• it brings in $440,000 revenue without 
dipping too deeply into savings and 

• amounts to a wash for most taxpay­
ers, due to lower tax assessments stem­
ming from declining property values. 

Even with the hike, which sets the tax 
rate at 14 mills, next fiscal year's 
$12,396,394 general fund budget needed 

SeeTAXES,page7A 

Staff Writer 

GROSSE POINTE WOODS — The Grosse 
Pointe Park city council approved the 
2011-12 fiscal year budget Monday night, 
and while it doesn't include a tax increase 
"at this stage," it also lacks funding for 
any projects, including street repairs. 

The $9,852,000 general operations bud­
get is affected by a $178,000 decline in 
property tax revenue and a $77,000 de­
crease in revenue sharing funds from the 
State of Michigan, according to City 

See PARK, page 10A 
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PHOTO BY BRAD LINBBERG 

Construction is under way on the privately-funded Schroeder Field House behind city hall. The 
building is being dedicated Saturday, July 9, as part i ci 

sius Park 
GROSSE POINTE SHORES — 
Brett Smith spent part of this 

month putting harbor posts in 
their place. 

It's common for winter ice to 
raise posts, which support 
floating docks at Grosse Pointe 

Smith, head of public works, 

incurring the cost of a marine 
contractor. 

"Basically, we rented a fence 
post driver," Smith said. 

Harbor pilings, on the other 

hand, are larger than posts and 
needed to be driven back into 
the harbor bottom by contrac­
tors working from a barge. 

Smith's posts are among 
many projects being done by 
public works crews to get the 
park ready for summer. 

They installed floating docks 
for personal watercraft and 
power-washed the tennis 
courts. 

They cleaned, painted and 
filled the swimming pool, then 
shocked the water with chlo­
rine and made sure the filtra­
tion system worked properly 

The pool opens for the sea­
son at 4 p.m. Friday, May 27. 

limited hours through June 
19 are: 

• 4 p.m. to dusk, weekdays 

• 10 a.m. to dusk weekends. 
Regular hours start June 20. 

They are 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. daily. 
Activities provided by the 

swimming and tennis lessons. 
Registration deadlines are: 
Sign up for first sessions by 
• 4 p.m. Monday. June 13, at 

See OSIUS, page 6A 

this season, not 5 a.m. The 
swimming pool closes at 9 
p.m., not 10 p.m. The commu­
nity building closes at 9 p.m., 
not 10 p.m., unless rental fees 
cover extended hours. 

"These should minimally im­
pact the vast majority of resi-

"V& have a fair amount of 
30-foot and some 37-foot wells 
available," Huhn said. "A small­
er boat could be placed in a 30-

Harbor facilities include a 
boat lift to launch boats up to 
21-feet-long. There are places 

"Kate's not getting any 
younger," said Dick Huhn, 
Grosse Pointe Farms park di­
rector, 

Kate, an 11-year-old city-
i, scares 

messy geese out of the 17.5-
acre lakeside park at the foot of 
Moross. 

"Geese sneak in once in a 
while when she has a day off 
here and there," Huhn said. 
"But, she's not going into re-

Park staff has been dodging 
raindrops while trying to get 

facility in 

Although geese are bearing 
the brunt of Kate's herding in­
stinct, Huhn doesn't think 
Farms residents will be incon­
venienced by changes in park 
programs and staffing forced 

"It doesn't make life easier 
when you have to work around 

i rain," Huhn said. 
One of the first things park 

visitors may notice mis week­
end is unfinished maintenance 
of the parking lot. 

"It should have been done by 
now, but the weather has not 
been cooperative," Huhn said. 

During robust economies, 
waiting lists for wells in the 
municipal marina reached 10 

The park system also en­
compasses Kerby Field at 
Kerby and Chalfonte. Facilities 
consist of three baseball dia­
monds, a roller hockey rink 

Annual passes to the dog 
park cost $10. Applications re­
quire proof of a Farms dog li­
cense. 

The latest feature at Kerby 
Field is a playscape provided 
by the Grosse Pointe Farms 

No longer. The ongoing re-

Entry to Pier Park is by resi­
dent pass. Applications are at 
city hall, 90 Kerby, in the mu­
nicipal newsletter and on-line 

cession, plus harbor 
a few years ago to 
means the supply of 

The park opens at 6 a.m., ceeds this season's 

wells, 
ex-

For more information, call 
the park office at (313) 343-

Pier Park, 350 Lakeshore, is 
open 8 am. to midnight May 
through October. Recreation 
office hours are 8 a,m. to 10 
p.m. 

Large swimming pool hours 
are: 

• noon to 9 p.m, through 

• 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. June 19 
though July 3 and 

A - £ 
' 7 

™V* 

LA. 

THAT HELP: 
COVER THE GAPS. 
Alliance Medicare Supplement plans help cover the 
gaps in Original Medicare: 

• Plans that cover Medicare's deductibles and 
coinsurances, with no copays for covered services 

* * * • < . 

y premiums 
cost-sharing on some services 

• Choose any Medicare-participating doctor 
anywhere in the United States 

• Add Alliance Medicare Rx, a Medicare-approved 
Part D prescription drug plan* 

Get the plan that protects you when Original Medicare 
doesn't provide the full coverage you need. Call today 
to start saving. 

And if you're just turning 65, ask about our other 
Medicare solutions also available to you. 

To learn more about HAP': 
call a HAP representat 

Solutions, 
toll-free at: 

Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Value. Choice. Experience. Count on it! 

Health Alliance Plan (HAP) and Alliance Health and Life Insurance 
Company (Alliance) are health plans with a Medicare contract. 
Alliance Medicare Rx is a stand-alone Prescription Drug Plan with 
a Medicare contract. Alliance Medicare Supplement and Alliance 
Medicare Rx are products of Alliance, a wholly owned subsidiary 
of HAP. Alliance Medicare Supplement is not connected with or 
endorsed by the United States government or the federal Medicare 
program. Neither Alliance Medicare Supplement nor its agents are 
connected with Medicare. 

Some limitations on enrollment periods may apply. 

Y0076„ALL 473 MS 9 CTV Ad File & Use 09282010 State Approved 10.22.2010 

• 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
though Sept. 6. 

Early bird swim, intended 
for serious lap swimmers, 
costs $55. Sessions are 6:30 to 
7:30 a.m. Monday through 
Friday, June 20 through Sept. 
2. Register by June 13. 

Wading pool hours are: 
• noon to 7 p.m. May 29 

through Saturday, June 18 and 
• 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. June 19 

through Sept. 6. 
The beach has no lifeguard. 

Youth and adult programs 
range from swimming and ten­
nis lessons to aerobics and yo-

Highlights and registration 
deadlines include: 

• youth swim and tennis: 
first and second sessions, 
Saturday, June 12; third ses­
sion, Saturday, July 24. 

To receive a synchronized 
swim team packet, e-mail 
Synchro@grossepointefarms 
.org. 

For a youth swim team pack­
et, e-mail swimteam@grosse 

pointefarms.org. 

Events 
Special events at Pier Park 

include: 
• Regatta and fireworks, 

July 2 and 3, 
• Ice cream social, 1 to 4 

p,m. Saturday, Aug. 6, 
• All-Pointes family outdoor 

movie, on the Grosse Pointe 
South High School football 
field, dusk, Saturday, Aug. 20, 

• Farms-City Family Fishing 
Rodeo, 8:30 a.m. Saturday, 
Aug. 13 and 

• Family camp out, 
(Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 
10-11 (SlOperson.) 

Sailboat races 

Club sailboat races, which be­
gin and end off the main pier, 
start at 7 p.m. Thursdays in 
June, August and Sept. 1. For 
more information, visit grosse 
pointefarmsboatclub.com. 

For more information, call 
the park office at (313) 343-
2405 or visit grossepointe 
farms.org. 

has the City's park system on 

The swimming pool at Neff 
COY OF GROSSE POEVIE— Parkis filled and ready to open 
Members of the recreation at 10 a.m. Saturday, May 28. 

department are showing their Boaters are tying up in the ma-
hands this year as jacks of all rina, rebuilt a few years ago. 

Although seemingly endless 
more respon- days of rain this spring kept 

sibility," said Christopher grounds crews from cutting 
Hardenbrook, City of Grosse grass on a regular schedule, 
Pointe director of parks and wet weather made the park's 
recreation. landscaping about as green as 

Despite another year of bud- it gets. 
get cuts greater than the 5.5 "Everything is soaked to the 
percent city-wide average, bone and lush," Hardenbrook 

's reduced staff said. 

See NEFF, page 6A 
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Some 425 runners and walkers participated in the 10th annual 

National Celiac Walk on the Edsel & Eleanor Ford House 

grounds last week. The event's proceeds benefitted celiac re­

search at the University of Maryland. Celiac disease and gluten 

sensitivity affects one in every 133 people Right, Erick Orlando, 

of Mattawan, finished second in the men's division He! an for 

his grandmother, who is afflicted with the disease His time was 

20:25, Below, Gail and John Runcie stroll the grounds with 

Brenda Popek and their grandchildren Jack and Alice Popek of 
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StaffWriter 

GROSSE POINTE SHORES — A 
public question and answer pe­
riod regarding the city budget 
precedes next month's meet­
ing of the finance committee. 

The question period at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, June 7, is character­
ized by Grosse Pointe Shores 
Mayor James Cooper as a 
town hall meeting. 

Q&As kick off the commit­
tee's final scheduled rundown 
of next fiscal year's proposed 
budget, which must be adopt­
ed by June 30. 

The committee, officially ti­
tled the committee of the 
whole, consists of the mayor, 
all six council members and is 
chaired by Councilman Ted 

crease for this fiscal year. 
The current year is closing 

with a $29,305, according to 
City Manager Brian Vick. 

"We will be looking to use 
some of that surplus to make 

lie safety 
said. 

equipment," Vick 

ipal revenue. 
The income trend is mainly 

due to declining property val­
ues and property tax revenue. 

Cities also are receiving less 
state shared revenue and inter­
est income while dealing with 
higher operating, health care 
and legacy costs, according to 

• a regional 
(CLEMIS — Courts and Law 
Enforcement Management 
Information System) needed to 
exchange information with 
other jurisdictions, especially 
Grosse Pointe Farms, which, in 
a cost-saving move by the 
Shores, is taking over Shores 
emergency dispatch opera-

Their finance meeting May 3 
ran from 7:30 p.m. to 1:15 a.m. 

"I had dinner with my wife at 
2 o'clock in the morning," 
Kedzierskisaid. 

It's anticipated the budget 
for fiscal year 2011-2012 will 
be passed at the 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, June 14, city council 
meeting. 

"We are working hard to bal­
ance this year's budget," 
Kedzierski said. 

Shores officials haven't said 
whether the balance hinges on 
adding to the current 15.89 
millage rate. A hike two years 
ago prompted a recall election 
prior to which two counciimen 
resigned. There was no tax in-

• the Shores' portion of a 
Pointe-wide radio upgrade that 
puts the cities on common 
wavelengths as other 
Southeast Michigan communi­
ties. 

Vick likened the current fe­
cal year as "ending on a posi­
tive note." 

A projected fund balance of 
nearly $30,000 isn't as large as 
Vick would like, but it's "mov­
ing in the right direction," he 
said. "Our auditors confirmed 
we're on the right track. The 
fund balance would grow a lit­
tle more this year if we weren't 
looking to purchase CLEMIS 
and the radio system," 

The finance committee has 
been scouring current opera­
tions to keep expenses in line 

in murric-

"One of the things we've had 
to contend with, as with (most) 
communities in Michigan, are 
taxable values," he said. 

Values declined 20 percent 
since 2008, he said. 

"Based on impact on the cur­
rent mileage rate, you're talk­
ing about $1 million" less rev­
enue, he said. 

"The good news is we're 
starting to see some properly 
transfer affidavits filed, where 
the property is sold and the val­
ue .is greater than what we 
have it assessed for—not all of 
them, but we're seeing more 
and more," Vick said. 

Cuts 
At the May 17 city council 

meeting, Vick outlined aciions 
taken during the past two 
years to reduce Shores expens­
es, raise operational efficien­
cies and address the city's 
structural deficit: 

• reducing city manager 

tor contracted from Grosse 
Pointe Farms, 

• reducing city park gate 
guard staff by 65 percent, 

• reducing expenditures on 
flower beds and grounds, 

• cutting municipal judge 
compensation by 30 percent, 

• eliminating overtime for 
the park manager, 

• no overtime for leaf coliec-

by not con­
tracting out leaf hauling, 

• a 20 reduction in part-time 
public works employees, 

• a 50 percent reduction in 
part-time gardening staff, 

• scaling back holiday deco­
rations and 

• establishing or raising 
recreation department user 
fees for such things as tennis 
lessons. 

Public safety overtime had 
dropped 67 percent. Vick ex­
pects the figure to "tick back 
up" as 

local real es-
the area 

will stay de-
ing bottom in 

"It's important that we work 
on a multi-year budget," he 

tate experts 
housing ma 
pressed until 

• combining clerk and city 
administrator positions, 

• replacing a full-time park 
director with a part-time diree-

"At the next finance commit­
tee meeting (7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, May 31), I'd like to 
work on a three-year forecast. 
We need apian." 

The Grosse Pointe Woods 
Historical Commission's 29th 
annual Memorial Day obser­
vance is 10 a.m. Monday, May 
30, at the Circle of Honor on 
the Veteran's Memorial 
Parkway, located Vernier and 

*'s Gentlemen of 
Swing. 

Following a welcome by 
Mayor Robert Novitke, Lt Col 
Rolf Mammen, Michigan Air 
National Guard, delivers the 

The Rev. Gary Smetanka of 
Our Lady Star of the Sea 
Church gives the invocation 
and benediction. Music is pro­
vided by soloist Bill Fierst, the 
Grosse Pointe North High 
School Choir under the direc­
tion of Ben Henri and Mel 

The ceremony includes the 
Anchor Bay High School Air 
Force Junior Reserve Officers' 
Training Corps MI-931, a 
three-cannon salute, members 
of the Civil "War Coalition of 
Michigan, Daughters of the 
American Revolution, Sons of 
the American Revolution and 

local scouts. 
Veterans attending should 

wear their uniforms. A group 
photo is taken of veterans fol­
lowing the ceremony. 

In the event of inclement 
weather, the ceremony is in the 
Parcells Middle School audito-

In Grosse Pointe Farms, the 
Grosse Pointe War Memorial, 
32 Lakeshore has services at 
10 a.m. Lt Col. Philip R. 
Sheridan, vice wing comman­
der select, Selfridge Air 
National Guard Base, gives 

is 
Armijo, Dave Pas, Harrison 
Krasner, Heather Aibrecht 
and the Pierce Middle School 
sixth-grade choir and bag­
piper Mary Beth Nicholson. 
Admission is free.. 

Memorial Day was first ob­
served May 30, 1868, when 
flowers were placed on the 
graves of Union and 
Confederate soldiers. In 1971, 
President Richard M. Nixon 
declared Memorial Day a na­
tional holiday. 

ByBradLmdberg 

GROSSE POINTE FARMS — 
This year's elections for mayor 
and city council are uncontest­
ed. 

All incumbents are running 
unopposed, according to 
Grosse Pointe Farms City 
Clerk Matthew Tepper. 

At the filing deadline, May 
10, the only candidate for may­
or was present office-holder 
James Farquhar. 

likewise for city council. 
Councilwoman Therese 

Joseph and Counciimen Terry 
Davis, Joseph Leonard, Louis 
Theros and Peter Waldmeir Jr. 
are running without competi­
tion. 

"I think Farms residents are 

Also slated for the 
November ballot is Lev Wood, 
a newcomer for council. 

Wood won a Beautification 
Advisory Commission award 
in 2009 for designing a rain 
garden at Pier Park. 

"I look forward to working 
with Lev," Farquhar said. "I 
think he'll fit in." 

Wood replaces Councilman 

city's being run," Farquhar 
said. "We have a great group of 
people. 

'All have the same goal. We 
agree to disagree, but there's 
no hidden agendas. We all love 
our city." 

West was appointed to com­
plete the term of the late 
Councilman Doug Roby. 

West had served on the 
council before the appoint­
ment. He was offered the seat 
with the understanding he 
wouldn't seek elected office. 

Officials making the appoint­
ment felt it wouldn't be fair for 
an appointee with the power of 
incumbency to run for another 

"It's been a pleasure to work 
with Martin," Farquhar said. 
"He didn't just sit there and fill 
in. He really dug into every­
thing, such as the budget. He 
will be missed." 

GROSSE POINTE WOODS — 
City officiate in Grosse Pointe 
Woods have just joined the 

anxiously awaiting their tax re­
fund checks. 

But the check the Woods is 
expecting for $315,934.10 is 
just a bit more than your aver­
age tax refund. 

The six-figure amount is a 
refund the city was awarded 
last week by the Michigan Tax 
Tribunal on property taxes 
paid by the Woods to St. Clan-
Shores for its Lake Front Park 
property for the past five years. 

The 55-acre residents-only 
park is actually located in St. 
Clair Shores. The land was 
sold in 1948 to the Woods by 
then-owner Eleanor Clay Ford. 
At the time of the sale, a 
covenant was included in the 
contract restricting the use of 
the land to recreational pur­
poses only The Woods paid 
property taxes on the land to 
St. Clair Shores, with a tax rate 

However, in 2006, St. Clair 
Shores raised the assessment 
on the land, stating the 
covenant had expired and the 
land could now be taxed at the 
same rate as residential prop­
erty. For the Woods, that meant 
nearly a 100 percent increase 
in taxes. 

The Woods challenged the 
assessments, going back to 
2006, and the Tax Tribunal 
ruled in the Woods favor, re­
sulting in a settlement being 
reached with St. Clair Shores 
for nearly $316,000. 

"We felt St. Clair Shores was 
not being fair in their assess­
ment of the property," said 
Woods city attorney Don 
Berschback who brought the 
case against St. Clair Shores. 
"They were taxing us at one 
rate while taxing their own tax 
payers at another rate. The Tax 
' Tribunal agreed with us." 

The refund must be paid 
within four months, according 
to Berschback, and the money 
could not come at a better time, 
one city council member not­
ed; 

"This is great timing consid­
ering our tough economic 
times," said council man Todd 
McConaghy. "We need to con­
gratulate our city attorneys 
Don and Chip Berschback for 
the great work they did on this 

r Robert Novitke 

"This has been a long 
process," he said, noting that 
the case actually went to trial 
in 2009. "I'm delighted to have 
it finally resolved, especially in 
our favor." 

The money will be placed in 
the city's general fund. 


