
POINTE

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF CITIZENS ASSOCIATION
OF GROSSE POINTE TOWNSHIP

Vol. 4 SEPTEMBER, 1926 Number 3

LAKEFRONT DEVELOPMENT
Improvement of the water front,

including development of a munic-
ipal park and dock facilities at Lake-
shore Road and Vernier Road, is
being undertaken by Grosse Pointe
Shores. The village is working in
conjunction with the- re-organized
Grosse Pointe Yacht Club, which is
planning further water front im-
provement of the property adjoin-
ing the proposed municipal park.
Plans for the development have
been considered for more than a
year and the final plan as approved
is the result of close co-operation
between village and yacht club of-
ficials.
• Approval of the plan was obtained
recently when the voters at a spe-
cial election expressed themselves
overwhelmingly in favor of the im-
provement and by an almost unani-
mous vote authorized a bond issue
of $134,000 to finance the project,
Part of the issue—$30,000—has been
used to purchase a piece of prop-
erty 76 feet wide adjoining the mu-
nicipal hall site on the north. The
lake frontage of this property, to-
gether with that of the municipal
hall site and the village owned prop-
erty at the foot of Vernier Road,
will be used for the park develop-
ment.

The improvement to be under-
taken by the village consists of fill-
ing in a section of the lake front 400
feet along the shore and for a dis-*
tance of approximately 600 feet intq
ike lake, giving the village an at-
tractive park of nearly six acres. In
addition to the park the village will
construct a pier approximately 600
feet long and an inner harbor for
bathing and for an anchorage for
small boats. An outer harbor for
larger craft also is included in the
plan. Both harbors will be open to
residents of the village and to mem-
bers of the yacht club.

Construction of the breakwater
and making of the fill are already
under way. Contracts totaling
$101,000 have, been awarded for the
village's portion of the work. Of
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TOWNSHIP HALL REMODELED
Repairs to the township building,

situated at the southeast corner of
Maumee Avenue and Roosevelt
Place, have been completed and the
building was occupied on September
2nd, for a meeting of the township
board.

The improvements made, which,
according to the supervisor, cost ap-
proximately $3,000, consisted of
placing a basement under the build-
ing, installing a heating plant, con-
struction of a vault, on the first
floor, and the removing of several
partitions to enlarge the meeting
room. Painting and decorating was
done by a member of the township
board.

The first meeting of the township
board in the remodeled building was
attended by a-group of persons in-
terested in township affairs, includ-
ing several former township officers.
This meeting convened an hour
earlier than usual and the routine
affairs of the board were quickly
attended to. The business meeting
was closed prior to 9:00 p. m., after
which refreshments were served to
mark the opening of the remodeled
hall.

VILLAGE TAXES
Village taxes, which have been

due and payable since July, must be
paid before the third Monday in Oc-
tober to avoid being included on
the delinquent tax roll. The state
law requires that all village taxes
outstanding on this date must be
reported to the county treasurer,.
after which payment must be made
at the county treasurer's office.

Penalties now being imposed by
the village for late payment of taxes
workers in the other precincts re-
are:

Grosse Pointe Park 1%
Grosse Pomte Village 2%
Grosse Pointe Farms , 2%
Grosse Pointe Shores 3%

In addition to penalties imposed
by the village an amount will be
added by the county treasurer to
all delinquent payments. To avoid
such additional charge, taxes should
be paid to the village treasurer on
or before October 18th.

STREET IMPROVEMENT
GRANT

The township board recently al-
lowed Grosse Pointe Park $10,000
from the highway fund to pave a
proposed street along the north side
of the new Trombly School site in
Windmill Pointe. This allowance
from township funds concludes a
dispute between the school board
and Grosse Pointe Park council
over the additional expense of this
pavement.

The request for additional funds
for the improvement originated last
spring when the school board peti-
tioned Grosse Pointe Park to va-
cate the unpaved portion of Notting-
ham Avenue running through the
school site. A strip of school prop-
erty wide enough for a new street
was offered in exchange. Grosse
Pointe Park officials refused the re-
quest and asked that in addition
to the land offered the school board
acquire additional land to open the
street to Westchester Road and fur-
ther that the cost of paving be as-
sumed by the school district,

Upon learning that the school dis-
trict could not legally spend funds
for street opening and paving, vil-
lage officials suggested that the
township contribute toward the im-
provement. This suggestion was
based upon the fact that property in
Grosse Pointe Park and the other
villages pay the greater portion of
the township highway fund, but re-
ceived no benefits in return. The
additional expense of improving the
street, it was argued, would greatly
increase the village tax, and in or-
der to avoid this village officials sug-
gested that relief be sought from
the township. The burden of the
improvement would thus be spread
upon the entire township. Accord-
ingly, a member of the school board
and a member of the village council
met with the township board and
after stating the situation the vil-
lage was granted $10,000 to be used
in making the improvement.



GROSSE POINTE CIVIC NEWS September, 1926

Grosse Pointe Civic News
Grosse Pointe, Mich.

P. O. Address, 316 E. Jefferson, Detroit.

H. P. Breitenbach, Consulting Editor.
H. G. Fishack, Editor.

Printed once a month as the official
publication of the Citizens Association of
Grosse Pointe Township, under the auth-
ority of the following board of directors;

H. P. Breitenbach, President.
Wm. M. Mertz, Vice-President.
Raymond K. Dykema, Secretary.
Jos. L. Hickey, Treasurer.

Chas. L. Palms, Jr., Benjamin S. Warren,
C. A. Dean, Jr.

FUTURE TOWNSHIP
EXPENDITURES

At the primary election Septem-
ber 14th, the question to incorpo-
rate the remainder of the township
into the Village of Lochmoor car-
ried by a vote of 116 to 25, or nearly
five to one. A charter commission
of five was elected and within a few
months village officials will be
chosen and the fifth village in
Grosse Pointe Township will start
its career. This new village, cover-
ing all territory of the township
outside of the present villages,
places Grosse Pointe Township in an
uncommon position, since no por-
tion of the township will remain
outside of an incorporated village.
Upon incorporation, certain activi-
ties of the present township gov-
ernment will fall automatically to
the new village, which raises some
question of the township's future
duties.

At present the duties carried on
by the township briefly are as fol-
lows: To assess property, levy and
collect taxes for state, county and
township purposes, including the
health district and schools, to con-
duct state, county and township
elections, to provide justice courts
for the trial of minor offenders, and
constables for the serving of legal
papers, to disburse poor relief, to
furnish police protection, street
lighting and highways to territory
outside of the villages.

During the last fiscal year $54,-
232.74 was spent to carry on this
work. This figure excludes inter-
est charges on bonds, deposits made
to the sinking fund and an item of
$3,000 transferred to the health
fund. It represents, therefore, only
the cost of labor, material and serv-

ices and the salaries of township of-
ficers.

Further subdivision of the amount
shows that nothing was spent for
maintenance of justice courts and
constables. Both justices and con-
stables are supported by fees, not
from taxes, and the amounts so col-
lected as fees are not shown in the
accounting for township funds. Poor
relief orders to the amount of $10,-
987,66 were allowed. Of special in-
terest is the fact that maintenance
of services within the area now be-
ing incorporated as a village re-
quired more than $19,000. This
amount, which is more than a third
of the total amount spent for oper-
ation of the entire township govern-
ment, is composed of $5,502 for po-
lice services, $9,432 for highway
maintenance and repairs, and $4,424
for street lighting.

The cost of these services, which
in the past have been paid from
taxes levied on the entire township,
including the four villages, will be
paid in the future by the new vil-
lage alone. The township will be
relieved of activities which at pres-
ent are a big item of its expense.
Such substantial reduction in the
duties required of the township
forecasts a corresponding reduction
in the amount of funds required for
operation of the township govern-
ment.

ZONING

The need of zoning restrictions in
Grosse Pointe has been advocated
from. time to time in the columns
pf the "Civic News" and now? |s;

claiming the attention hf public;.'of-
ficials ill two Grosse Pointe villages.
Within the past few months Grosse
Pointe Village and Grosse Pointe
Farms have authorized the prepara-
tion of zoning ordinances and have
employed T. Glenn Phillips, Con-
sultant to the- Detroit City Plan
Commission, to advise in prepara-
tion of the ordinances.

Preliminary work in mapping-the
territory of each village, location of
present dwellings and determining
the character of the several districts
is now under way. At present no
definite information is available re-
garding the date when the ordinance
will be drafted and ready for public
hearing.

There can be little question that
zoning regulations will be an ad-

vantage to the Grosse Pointe vil-
lages and will serve as a barrier to
undesirable buildings in this high
class residential community. A well
planned zoning law for any of the
villages setting aside particular
streets and districts for the several
types of buildings will insure the
orderly development of the commu-
nity. Naturally, the logical time to
adopt such restrictions is during the
development of the community,
while few, if any, undesirable con-
ditions exist. Because zoning does
not appear to be an immediate
problem, it often is neglected until
evils which it is designed to prevent
have sprung up. At this time the
problem becomes doubly difficult if-
not impossible to solve.

The need of zoning in Grosse
Pointe will become more acute each
year, and it is believed will become
a more difficult problem as time
goes on. One village, Grosse Pointe
Shores, adopted zoning regulations
several years ago and with the com-
pletion of the ordinances now being
considered Grosse Pointe Farms and
Grosse Pointe Village will be ade-
quately protected against indiscrim-
inate growth. Village officials ad-
vocating the ordinances in these vil-
lages should be congratulated on
their progressive policy.

PRIMARY ELECTION
At the primary election, Septem-

ber 14th, a total of 2,070 votes were
cast, more than half of them in
Grosse Pointe Park. With one ex-
ception, the presidential election in
November, 1924, this is the largest
vote ever recorded in Grosse Pointe
Township.

The.tota-lcQst for salaries of elec-
tion clerks and inspectors was $984.
Because of the heavy vote in Grosse
Pointe Park, clerks and inspectors
in this precinct were each paid
$30.00 for their services, while
workers in the other precincts re-
ceived $20.00. In Detroit $16.00 is
paid, regardless of the number of
votes cast or the hours that inspec-
tors and clerks are on duty.

In addition to voting favorably
upon the incorporation of Loch-
moor on September 14th, electors of
the area selected a charter commis-
sion of five members. After the
legally required period of 60 days
has elapsed a special election will
be held to act upon the village char-
ter and to elect village officers.
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PUBLIC SCHOOLS OPENED
The Fall semester of the public

schools opened Wednesday, Septem-
ber 8th. with an attendance slightly
lower than that of a year ago. A
total of 1,731 pupils were enrolled
on the opening day this year, as
compared with 1,825 enrolled at the
same time last year. This reduc-
tion of total figures is due to recent
annexation of a portion of Grosse
Pointe Township to Detroit, plac-
ing the Hanstein School under the
Detroit system* Enrollment in five
buildings now operated by Grosse
Pointe was l,73Lthis year and 1,446
in September, 1925, an increase of
285 pupils.

A comparison of initial enroll-
ment by schools for this year and
for 1925 is given below:

Increase or
Sept. Sept. *Decrease

School 1925 11)20 No. %
Cadieux 377 485 108 28
Hijih School (Cacliettx

Building) 202 253 51 25
Defer 489 505 70 15
Kcrby 206 217 11 5
Trumbly 74 120 40 02
Vernier 98 81 *7 *7

1440 1731 ~2S5 20%
All buildings with the exception

of the Vernier School show in-
creased enrollments, which range
from a nominal increase at the Ker-
by School to the greatly increased
enrollment of the Trombly. For-
tunately, the overcrowded condi-
tions in the present Trombly School
are to be corrected soon by the
opening of the new Trombly School
next February. Opening of this
building will also relieve the over-
crowding of the Defer School.

1 In the Cadieux building inade-
quate accommodations are being
furnished 738 pupils of all grades
from the kindergarten through the
High school. A considerable por-
tion of the total number enrolled
afe being housed in temporary quar-
ters, which include two frame build-
ups on the Cadieux site, and the
Ferry cottage which houses the kin-
dergarten. In order to accommo-
date all high school classes, an ad-
ditional period has been added to
the schedule, which now consists of
eleven periods of forty minutes
each. High school classes are now
held from 8:00 a. m. to 4:00 p. m.

While Grosse Pointe schools at
the opening of the term were just
as badly crowded as a year ago, re-
lief is now definitely in sight. Open-
ing of the new Trombly building
within a few months will relieve
conditions in Grosse Pointe Park.

(Continued foot of col. 2)

SPECIAL ELECTION UPHELD
Grosse Pointe Park council passed

a resolution at their meeting Sep-
tember 7th, strongly condemning a
statement appearing in the August
[issue of the Grosse Pointe Civic
News. The article to which the
council took exception stated that
a special election was being held
in Grosse Pointe Park on Septem-
ber 13th, the day preceding the state
primary, instead of in conjunction
with the primary, and that the ex-
pense of additional election inspec-
tors was therefore required. The
statement was made after review of
part 3, chapter 2, section 5 of the
general election laws of the state,
revision of 1926, which states that:
"It shall be lawful to call a special
election for the submission of any
proposition on any regular or spe-
cial primary election day."

The attorney for Grosse Pointe
Park, however, has pointed out that
under the laws relating to the in-
corporation and general powers of
villages separate election inspectors
are required for the village, and
that no saving could have been ef-
fected by holding the special elec-
tion on the primary date. To this
extent the article printed was mis-
leading. The Civic News gladly
records the correction.

The subject presented at this spe-
cial election was the proposed issue
of $50,000 thirty-year sinking fund
bonds for additional street lighting
equipment. A total of 189 votes
were cast at the election, 126 in
favor of the question, 60 opposing it,
and 3 spoiled ballots. A favorable
vote of two-thirds was necessary so
that the issue carried by a single
vote. On the following day 1,188
votes were cast in Grosse Pointe
Park at the primary election. Had
the election been held on primary
day, with a separate election board
to satisfy the legal requirements, it
appears that a much more repre-
sentative opinion would have been
recorded, and the public saved the
inconvenience of going to the polls
on two successive days.

The frequency with which citizens
are called to the polls is largely re-
sponsible for the general lack of in-
terest in elections and often per-
mits control by an active minority.

Completion of the high school with-
in the next year and a half will pro-
vide adequate intermediate and high
school facilities.

BLACK MARSH DITCH

Black Marsh Ditch has been one
of the outstanding problems of the
community for a number of years,
and more recently has been the
source of much discussion by resi-
dents, village trustees, township of-
ficials and joint committees of va-
rious sorts. But in spite of meet-
ings, conferences and numerous
proposals to do away with its ad-
mitted nuisance, Black Marsh Ditch
remains today as calm and as
stagnant as ever.

Recent attempts to improve the
ditch began in 1923, but long be-
fore this it was a community prob-
lem that demanded considerable at-
tention. The ditch was first deep-
ened in 1875-76, at which time a sur-
vey was made that showed only a
fraction of a foot fall from the up-
per terminal at Milk River to its
outlet at Fox Creek. Two other
attempts, the last in 1908, to create
a flow by dredging and deepening,
proved unsuccessful.

In 1923 action was started to
dredge the ditch for the fourth time.
Petitions were circulated and a ma-
jority of interested property owners
joined in the project. Plans were
under way to dredge the entire ditch
to a depth six feet below the then
existing lake level which, in the
opinion of persons sponsoring the
work, would be sufficient to create a
flow. The cost of the project, esti-
mated at $200,000, was to be paid
for by a special assessment on ben-
efit property. Court proceedings to
appoint commissioners to determine
the necessity for the improvement
were delayed from,time to time un-
til the plan was abandoned. The pe-
tition was not granted because the
proceedings were held to be defec-
tive.

For more than two years little
or nothing was done and it appeared
that Black Marsh Ditch would be
left in its stagnant and unsightly
condition indefinitely. Some at-
tempts were made by each of the
villages to clean the ditch and to
connect the pools of water, but no
concentrated effort to permanently
improve it was made until last
spring, when a joint committee con-
sisting of one representative from
each of three Grosse Pointe villages
and from the township was orga-
nized.

Formation of this committee was
due largely to the efforts of the lo-

(Contmued next page, col. 1)
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cal health officer, who for a number
of years has advocated that definite
action be taken to better present
conditions in the ditch. As health
officer, Dr. Warren viewed the situa-
tion as a health problem and stated
on a number of occasions that the
unsanitary conditions of the ditch
should be improved. While no epi-
demic has been traced directly to
the ditch, it has been considered as
a possible and serious health men-
ace.

The joint committee held a num-
ber of meetings at which were pres-
ent state health officials and the
Wayne County and Macomb County
Drain Commissioners. From dis-
cussions held by the committee it
seemed generally agreed that con-
verting the ditch into a closed drain
offered the most logical solution. A
former petition to widen and deepen
the ditch was dismissed by the
Wayne County Drain Commission
and a plan to present a petition to
enclose the drain was agreed upon.
State health officials were actively
following the work at this time in-
asmuch as the proposed improve-
ment was an inter-county problem
and thus required state supervision.

Before petitions were presented,
however, Macomb County asked to
be released from participation in the
project because the problem of en-
closing the ditch was not vital
enough in Macomb County to war-
rant the expense involved. Since
this action_on the part of Macomb
County nothing further has been

done to carry forward the plan.

Two other plans for the ditch now
are being advanced. The City of De-
troit has proposed converting the
ditch into a main trunk sewer to
serve the Grosse Pointe area and
city territory. The proposed sewer
is planned as an extension of the
large intercepting sewer now being
constructed under Jefferson Avenue
in Detroit. The prpject would cost
several million dollars and would
not be in operation for approxi-
mately five years. The plan, while
appearing to offer a solution, places
such solution indefinitely in the fu-
ture. Details of proportioning the
expense have not, as yet, been
worked out and may further delay
the plan.

Some discussion of the city's pro-
posal has been held by Grosse Pointe
Park Council, but to date no agree-
ment with Detroit officials has been
reached. At present Grosse Pointe
Park is connected with the Detroit
sewer system and is paying only a
nominal fee for such service. The
problem of additional sewer connec-
tions is, therefore, not an immediate
problem in that village.

The other plan being considered
is for each village to improve the
ditch within its village limits in any
way it desires. The Wayne County
Drain Commission has indicated that
it will grant permission to Grosse
Pointe Village to enclose the ditch
between Fisher Road and Cadieux
Road and this village is considering

such improvement to be made at
village expense.

Should this plan be found prac-
ticable and legal it would have the
advantage of promising results more
quickly than other proposals made
to date. Improvement of any por-
tion of the ditch, however, should
be planned with relation to the
whole ditch. No portion, much less
the middle portion, can be drained
without regard to the upper and
lower ends. It is not intended to
discuss here any of the legal or en-
gineering questions involved, but
simply to point out that proper so-
lution is necessarily attended by
problems affecting, the whole area-.

(Continued from page 1, col. 1)
this amount $76,000 is for construc-
tion of the harbors and $25,000 for
dredging and making of the fill.

An additional fill 70 feet wide, to
be made by the yacht club, will ad-
join the village park on the south.
This land and a small portion of the
village park will be occupied by the
yacht club's quarters, which will be
built within a year. The work of
filling in the yacht club site will be
done by the same company that is
carrying on the village work, but
will be under separate contract.

A sketch of the complete improve-
ment prepared by the architect indi-
cates that it will be a distinct asset
to the community and will give
Grosse Pointe Shores one of the
finest small park developments ob-
tainable.
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