8 o sisn i il face trial in Wayne
County Cireuit: for the Dec. 1-2
statutory ragees of " two ‘18-yéar-old
Grossg Pointe-area girls.

See the story on page 3A.

§u

. - v A .
| SRR wilt the Grosse Pointes
resentative, Andrew Richner,
do upon leaving office at the end of
the year? ‘
Story sﬁtarts on page 3A:

BN i dy -

B e
iwmmu have opted
into a"wew WHtidEAT firogram designed
to bring extra miakey into the class-
room.,

For:f details on the potential wind-
fall, turn to page 18A.

I‘Reu‘n‘;ﬁngth:GMPointuand

Harper Woods into & single coDgres-

sional district could give the cast side

communities’ added palitical clout.
Seeltory on page 38A.

Salurday, Feb. 23
Pointe Farms Mayor Ed
Gaffney will hold office hours from 8
to 9:30 a.m. at the Farms city hall.
[ J

Curiosity seekers can get a sneak
Y peek at the 2002 Junior League at
| Detroit’s Designer Showhouse at 41

Provencal in Grosse Pointe Farms
ol L Telore-R-gpolr TN Ly 30 area
"1 designers and artisans.

Showhouse hours are from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. and on Sunday from 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Tickets are $5 each and are
available at the door.

For more information, call (313)
881-0040.

Monday, Feb. 25
The Board of Trustees of the Grosse
Pointe Public Library will meet at the
Neighborhood Club at 7 p.m.
[ ]

The City of Grosse Pointe City
Council meets at 7:30 P.m. in the City
council chambers.

[ ]
The QGrosse Pointe Woods City
Council meets in the Woods city hall
at 7:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Feb. 26

The Senivr Men’s Club of Grosse
Pointe will hest a meeting and lunch
at the.Grosse Pointe War Memorial
at 11 am,

Van E. Jolissaint, a member of the
National Association for Business
Economics and the Society of
Automobile Analysts, will speak on
the economic future of the auto indus-
try at 1 p.m.

For more information, call (313)
824-2827, (313) BB6-3567 or (313)
881-5592.

Level -headedl

had been trapped
man’s life.

-

Photo courtesy of Robert Balchunas

]

Adam Marshall received a certificate of achicvement from Sgt.
Robert Phillips of the Harper Woods fire department, honoring the
8-year-old for having a level head under pressure.

Marshall ealled 811 and gave the dispatcher info
a traffic accident while his mother checked on
behidnd the wheel. They lLiciped io save the I

tion about
driver, who

3

4

Late-night

By Bonnie Caprara
Staft Writer

The Grosse Pointe Farms City
Council is moving slowly in consider-
ing letting a fast-food outlet expand
its drive-through hours.

Robert J. Watson, franchisee of the
Wendy’s restaurant on Mack in the
Farms, requested the council consider
extending the hours of the drive.
through portion of his restaurant

until midnight.
Dan  Schornak, of Wendy'’s
International real estate division,

spoke for Watson at the council’s Feb,
11 meeting, saying that extending the

Wi A A

plans stalled

drive-thrhugh

by Farms

Mack restaurant hours until mid-
night would fall in line with the oper-
ational standards and advertising
campaign of its other Detroit-area
stores, whose drive-through hours
extend until midnight.

However, when asked about public
safety concerns, Farms Public Safety
Director Robert Ferber said: “It’s the
site of an armed robbery this year and
we've had a problem with employee
theft.”

On speculation, Ferber also com-
mented: “After 10, 11 or 12 o'clock,
you have people who think they can

See DRIVE, page ZA

By Jason Sweaney

Staff Writer
Residents of Harper
Woo.dsa were  painfully

_-‘.,.._....'..Cd Wis week that it
Goesint luke an ice storm
like the one in late January
to deprive them of power.
Low voltage, also known
as brown-outs, and complete
power outages blanketed
parts of the city from
Saturday afternoon, Feb. 16
through Monday, Feb. 18,
Lorrie Kessler, spokes-
woman for Detroit Edison,
said the problem stemmed
from a power wire at
Pecrless and Woodland in
Harper Woods. The wire
went down at approximately
11:30 a.m. Saturday. -
Kessler said that during
the first outage, most cus-
tomers dida’t suffer from

prolonged outages.

- “We-put the-customers cn
~-other eircuits,” Kesglér said,

in order to restore power {o
them as quickly as possible.

Detroit Edison line crews
worked on the original site
through the evening hours
and on Sunday, but a second
problem complicated the
already makeshift power
grid.

A second line, at Old
Homestead and

Beaconsfield went down.

More power outages
hit Harper Woods

1 o0

A new group of Detroit
Edison customers as well as
& portion of the customers
that had been diverted to
that circuit were left with no
power or reduced voltage.

City offices were closed for
the holiday Monday, avert-
ing some problems, but
police and fire officers oper-
ated on limited electricity
through the day.

Harper Woods police lieu-
tenant Dennis Krezynski
said the department was at
full strength, with comput-
ers and lights operating.
Only the building’s heating
was compromised. Fire
inspector Robert Balchunas
said the fire service was also
at full strength despite hav-
ing to manually raise and
lower the doors for emer-
gency vehicles,

Kessler said it was odd to
have two downed lines that
close in a short time frame.

“There isn't an obvious
reason,” she said. “A car did-
n't hit a pole, and no trees
fell” 3

The two lines are on dif-
ferent circuits but Kesaler.
said Monday that they will
be iooking for a possible con-.
nection between the twe
problems in order to prevent
any recurring probiems.

Ruggiero attempts
to win second gold

By Jason Sweeney
Staff Writer
The women's

Olympic
hockey team, with

Harper

3 Woods defenseman Angela

Ruggiero, will make a bid to
continne its dynasty of gold
Thursday, Feb. 21, at 3 p.m.
Detroit time.

Being part of the 1998
Nagano  team, which
claimed the first ever
women’s hockey gold medal,
Ruggiero and her team-
mates have made an impres-

sive run in Salt Lake City,

proving they are one of the
best teams in the world. A
win in today’s contest would
reaffirm their dominance
and keep the honor title of
Olympic women’s hockey
gotd medalists an exclusive-
ly American distinction.

The team's romp through
the preliminary round was
aided by three assists and a
goal from Ruggiero.

She gained the first two
assists in the 10-0 rout of
the Gerwuns and notched a

goal as part of the 12-1
defeat of China, She marked
her other assigt in the 5.0
victory over ¥inland, the
team’s hardest test so far.

Tuesday, the American
ladies played their semi-
final match against Sweden,
winning their way to the
gold medal match, where
Team USA faces a familiar
challenge across the ice.

The Canadians defeated
Finland 7-3 in the semi-
finals with a five-goal rally
in the third period. The US
and Canadian teams have
competed against each other
more than any others.

Team USA coaches and
players said they are striv-
ing to remain serious and
focused on the small details
of the game, but a winning
streak of eight games versus
the Canadians and a 35-
game unbeaten tally for
Ruggiero and her team-
mates can be distracting.

Tune in to watch the puck
drop tonight at 7 p.m.

POINTER OF INTEREST

Home: Grosse Pointe
Shores

Age: 70

Family: Wife, Lynne; six
children; 10 grandchil-
dren

Claim to fame: Inductee
into the Michigan Hall of
Honor; retired Grosse
Pointe Public School
System teacher, adminis-
trator and counselor

Bill M

ogk

Obituaries......... ——— 9A Quote: “Education was
BUSINESS ......ovevrreeerrrerinn, 16A my career, but baseball is
Entertainment......................... 68 my life.” _
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News

50 years ago this week

.

Honor Roll shrine ready for move

The structure that once contained the names of all Pointers who served
in the armed services during World War II is about to make its final journey.
Dismantled and ready for loading, the shrine is being taken from the War
Memorial Grounds to the Sigma Gamma Hospital near Mount Clemens, It
will become & playhouse for crippled children being treated there. A copy of
a Christopher Wren garden shelter, the shrine was first erected on the cor-
ner of Fisher Road and Maumee on the campus of Grosse Pointe High
School. Later, when a memorial was planned for the corner of Fisher and
Kercheval, the shrine was moved to that site. When the Alger House prop-
erty on Lakeshore became the Memorial Center, the shrine was moved to
the lakefront property. The erection of bronze tablets inside the center lst-
ing the names of Grosse Pointe WWII veterans have made the shrine obso-
lete. (Photo by Fred Runnells. From the Feb. 21, 1952 Grosse Pointe News.)
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yesterday’s headlines

50 years ago this week

@ Officials of the City of
Grosse Pointe have proposed
buying fire protection from
their neighbers in the Park
and Farms.

The idea, which has gone
tprough various incarna-
tions, was proposed because
the City finds itself finan-
cially strapped with no
increase in tax revenues.

‘ Similar proposals emanat. -
Ing from the City have
included pooling Sre fight-
ing resources with the Park,
or having all the Pointes
protected under a single,
community-wide fire agency.

B The Grosse Pointe
Prope_rty Owners
Association has asked three
of the Grosse Pointes to join
together in fighting Dutch
ebm disease,

The request is the first
step in having all five
Pou}tgs act in concert
against the plague, thereby .
easing the finaneial burden
of euch municipality where
the disease has either
spread or is heading.

. Grosse Pointe Park offi-
cials have announced they
w1.11 not issue building per-
mits for an undeveloped
field on the south side of
Jefferson and Pemberton.

ey

» Easily converts to Fivi radio

\— veri

Motorola V40
save

100

The land is being reserved
for possible development as
a civic center.

25 years ago this week

B A masasive street reorga-
nization plan that would
turn the Grosse Pointes into
a community of culs-de-sac
is being considered by offi-
cials in the Park, City and
Woods.

According to the origina-

-dor of the idea, local Realtor
" John Brink, the elimination

of many residential through
streets in favor of a system
of 250 culs-de-sac would pro-
vide the Pointes lasting
insurance against loss of
property values.

“Besides the advantage of
having less traffic,” Brink
said, “culs-de-sac are a
deterrent to ¢rime because
burglars don’t like going into
places where chey can be
easily trapped.”

B A state fact-finder
report on the Grosse Pointe
teachers contract is expect-
ed to be released within a
few days, despite an attempt
this week by the teachers
union to reopen the hear-

ings.

B Police in Grosse Pointe
Farms have joined their
counterparts in the Woods

é with MobleMessenger

Phones and grice vary by iecation. For & imhed time Rty

gn wireless

We never stop working for you.

in buying a tranquilizer gun
to be used for animal con-
trol.

10 years ago this week

M March 27 is the last day
SMART is expected to oper-
ate before parking its buses
for good.

All of the Grosse Pointe
city councils have discussed
the bus system's financial
problems, but none have
taken action. No one is sure
what action, if any, to take,

B Andrew Scavone was
director for a day as part of a
grand tour of the Grosse
Pointe War Memorial.

Scavone and the rest of
the students from Nancy
Swartz’ second-grade class
at Richard Elementary
School learned about the
history and significance of
the community center.

M Under an amended
municipal ordinance, the
Grosse Pointe Woods city
council can no longer grant a
hardship business license
without first helding a pub-
lic hearing.

5 years ago this week

B Officials of the Grosse
Pointe public school system
are ready to launch another
three-year strategic plan,

The planning team will
examine topics including
learning standards and
assessments, personalized
educational goals for all stu.
dents and establishing a cli-
mate of trust, cooperation
and communication.

8 When the final piece of
Grosse Pointe Park’s anti-
floed construction is com-
pleted in the next few
weeks, it will be up to the
federal government to
decide whether residents in
the city’s flood plain will
have to purchase special
flood insurance.

B Joe Dwaihy and Zach
Meyers are in a class by
themselves in Grosse Pointe
South  High School’s
wrestling record book.

Both students broke the
Blue Devils' career victory
record last week as thay won
medals at the Division I dis-,.
trict tournament. :

Dwaihy has 90 victories in
the 130-pound ciass. Meyers
has 180 victories in the 180-
pound class. ' :

~ Brad Lindberg

Triathlon
Sept. 8

About 150 athletes are
expected to participate in a
triathlon next fall in Grosse
Pointe Park.

The annual event, spon-
sored hy Bikes, Blades &
Boards, is a fundraiser for
The Special Olympics of
Michigan. Last year, partici-
pants and sponsors raised
more than $7,000..

The event has been sched-
uled for Sundsay, Sant R at 7
a.m. Most of the race will
take place on Windmill
Pointe Drive.
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Farms Public Safety
Department honors
its best employees

By Bonnie Caprara
Staff Writer

Seventeen members of the
Grosse Pointe Farms Public
Safety Department were
recently awarded with four
director’s  citations, 15
department awards and six
lifesaving awards for their
efforts in 2001.

According to  Farma
Director of Public Safety
Robert Ferber, the depart-
mental awards are given by
the director for specific
accomplishments.

Lt. Brian Bilinski was
awarded a director’s citation
for receiving a master’s
degree with honors from
Eastern Michigan
University.

Public safety officer
Stephen Puckett was
awarded a director’s citation
for his work in his first year
as traffic safety officer.

Puckett maintained and
expanded department pro-
grams involving traffic safe-
ty, crime reduction and fire
prevention. His performance
was complemented by
schoolchildren, parents,
teachers and administra-
tors. ’

Public safety officers
Kathleen Leikert, fire
inspector, and James
McMahon, deputy fire
inspector, were awarded
director’s citations for com-
pleting a multiple-year pro-
ject involving in-depth pre-
fire surveys for 50 institu-
tions, businesses and struc-
tures which were identified
as high fire or hazardous
material threats.

Among the nine public
safety employees awarded
departmental citations, pub-
lic safety officer Lawrence
Wideman was awarded

four for his wark in 2001.
».On . Jan.. .5,.. 2001, .at

approximately 4 p.m.,
Wideman, who was cff duty,
witnessed a Grosse Pointe
Woods officer at a bank in
the Woods struck by a flee-
ing suspect in an automobile
involved in an attempt to
cash a stolen check.
Wideman rendered aid to
the injured officer, assisted
in getting him into an ambu-
lance and gathered state-
ments from numerous wit-
nesses while securing the
crime scene.

On March 16, 2001, at
approximately 1:15 a.m.,
Wideman responded to a call
of a possible shooting at a
bar located on Mack in
Detroit.

Wideman assisted Detroit
police officers, who were
handling the chaotic scene
of fleeing patrons and traffic
control, helped apprehend
the subject on Guilfdrd in
Detroit and brought him
into custody.

On Sept. 22, 2001, at 4:30
a.m., Wideman responded io
the call of a possible prowler
in the City of Grosse Pointe.
He observed the suspect and
assisted in the apprehension
and recovered stolen tools
from the scene.

Wideman, along with Lt.
Jason Osborme and Lt
John Hutchias were
awarded a departmental
citation for the apprension
of four suspects wanted for
attempted auto theft and
the recovery of a handgun
on June 2, 2001.

Public safety officer
Frank Zielinski was
awarded three departmen-
tal citations.

Zielinski apprehended one
of three males with shop-
ping carts full of goods
behind a grocery store on
Mack around 3:30 a.m. on
March 25, 2001. Upon fur-
ther investigation, it was
learned the apprehended
suspect was a former
employee who had a door
key which allowed him to
enter the store at his conve-
nience.

The arrest led to the
recovery of over $2,000 in

goods and the end of what
appeared to have been an
ongoing activity.

On May 1, 2001, Zielinski
stopped a vehicle, which had
been driving erratically the
Wrong way on a one-way
street at 3:14 a.m. Upoun
making the traffic stop, he
noticed the driver was cov-
ared in hlood and had the
wallet and pants of a Hill
businessman he had left
beaten and slashed in his
office.

He was awarded a depart-
mental citation for the
arrest of the attempted mur-
der suspect and a lifesaving
citation for his role in quick-
ly locating the victim.

Zielinski was awarded
another departmental cita-
tion for responding to an
area broadcast of a strong-
arm robbery and purse
snatching in St. Clair
Shores. He positioned him-
self on Mack, spotted the
getaway vehicle, stopped the
vehicle and arrested the dri-
ver.

While on patrol on May 9,
2001, at 6:31 p.m., public
safety officer Christopher
Fontaine was stopped by a
citizen reporting a suspi-
cious person on Mount
Vernon.

While waiting for back up,
he located the suspect and
mace an arrest. Upon inves-

tigation, it was discovered’

that the suspect had a long

record of home invasions in

the Grosse Pointes and
er cities.

The teamwork of Det.
Rick Good, and public safe-
ty officers John Bruno,
Thomas Shimko, Puckett
and Collin Lince helped
apprehend a suspect and
recover stolen money from a
robbery of a bank on Mack
in Detroit on Nov. 1, 2001.

Good observed the suspect
walking on Lanoco and
Bruno and Shimko arrested
the suspect.

During a yard search,
Shimko was able to locate
the stolen money.

According to Ferber, the
departmental citations are
issued by committee in
response to peer recommen-
dations.

Quick response and
advance life support equip-
ment helped Lt. Jack
Patterson; public service
officers, John Mikesell,

Fontaine and Michael
Buckley and medics
Cheryl Wojciechowski

and Brian Frederiksen
save the life of a Farms man
and earned the six public
safety employees a lifesav-
ing award.

On Dec. 9, 2001, at 9:15
p.m., the officers and medics
responded to a 911 man
choking in a Farms restau-
rant. Upon arrival at the
scene, the officers started
CPR, hooked the man to the
department AED and trans-
puried him to a local hospi-
tal where he was attended to
in the intensive care unit.

“They’ve all made some
outstanding _ accomplish-
ments in the best interest of
public  safety service,”
Ferber said.

Drive
From page 1
sober up by eating at places
like Wendy’s. Also, noise,
especially in the summer,
could be a concern,”

Since there are no home-
owners within 300 feet of
the restaurant, none had
been = contacted  about
Wendy's request. !

While several counscil
members took Ferber’s cam-
ments into consideration,
councilman Terry Davis
said, “If you want to find

food anywhere after 10 p.m.,
you can't. This would be a
convenience. However, I
would like to propose a 30-
day trial period that can be
reviewed by the council.”

Councilman Louis Theros
felt he did not have enough
information to make a deci-
sion. Mayor Ed Gaffney
asked that the request be
tabled until the franchisee is
able to meet with the council
personally.

The Mack restaurant and
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Photo by Bonnie Caprara

Wendy's franchisee, Robert J. Watson, recently asked the Grosse Pointe
Farms City Council to extend its drive-through hours until midnight. The coun-
cil tabled the request until more information could be furnished.

its drive-through widow are
currently open until 10 p.m.
in accordance with its 1996
site plan approval. A previ-
ous request to extend
Wendy’s drive-through
hours until 11 p.m. was
turned down by the council
in 1999.

Schornak said only one
other Detroit-area Wendy's,
in the Detreit Medical
Center, does not have drive-
through hours until mid-

night.

Men faceétrial for statutory rape

By Bonnle Caprara ‘
Staft Writer ‘
Richard Schott and

William Tyree will face triel
for the statutory rapes ¢f
two 15-year-old Grosde
Pointe-area girls. .

Schott, 19, of Hazel Park
and a Grosse Pointe South
High School graduate, will
face five counts of third-
degree sexual conduct,
which includes an additional
charge brought forth at his
preliminary examination
held Thursday, Feb. 14, in
the City of Grosse Pointé
Municipal Court.

Tyree, 1B, of Grosse Pointe
Park and a South senior,
waived his right to a prelim-
inary examination. Tyree
faces one count of third-
degree sexual conduct.

The two men are accused
of having sex with the girls
at an unsupervised house
‘party hosted by Schott’s 15-
year-old sister at Schott’s
mother’s and stepfather’s
house in the 600 block of
Lincoln in the City on Dec. 1
and 2. Schott’s mother and
stepfather were vacationing
in Cancun at the time of the
party.

In her testimony in court,
a 15-year-old Grosse Pointe
South High School student
said she met Schott for the
first time at the party

around 9 p.m. Saturday,
Dec. 1, ¥

Around 11:30 p.m. on Dec.
1, the South student said
Scott offered her a tour of
tl_le house which ended in
his bedroom where the two
began kissing.

_S}_xe said while they were
kissing he asked how old she
was. When she told him she
was 15, he said, “That might
be a problem,” but continued
kissing, which resuited in
sexual activity,

Richard Schott

A 15-year-old Grosse
Pointe North High School
student testified that she
also had sexual contact with
Schott on Dec. 2.

The North student said
she met Schott after she had
sex with Tyree on the living
room couch around mid-
tight.

Under cross-examination,
the North student also
admitted to having sex with
another male before having
sex with Tyree and Schott,
which she did not disclose in
earlier
police and the prosecutor.

Upon binding Schott and
Tyree over for trial, City
Municipal Judge Russel
Ethridge said of the North
student’s testimony, “I have
trouble with the witness’
testimony, which seems to
change under circumstances
depending upon explaining
conduct to the police or what
their needs are.

The question of the credi-
bility of the witness, under
the matter of People vs.
King, is for the court to
decide. My decision here is

Author speaks at endowment dinner

John Maxtone-Graham

8

Maritime author/histori-
an John Maxtone-Graham
will be the featured speaker
Tuesday, March 19, at the
annual St. Clair Shores
Library Endowment dinner
at Blossom Heath Inn.

Maxtone-Graham will djs-
cuss the romance and luxury
of transatlantic travel
aboard ocean liners from the
Mauretania to  Queen
Elizabeth 2.

He will also touch on the
largest luxury liner ever to
sail, the Queen Mary 2
which will debut in 2004.

Born in 1928, Maxtone-
Graham wrote his first book,
“The Only Wway to Cross,”
in 1968 on the history of

North Atlantic liners. The
book is still in print and will
be on sale during the
evening.

He will be available to
autograph it.

The evening will begin at
6 p.m. with cocktails, and
dinner will be served at 7
p.m. The presentation,
which includes slides, starts
at 8 p.m. Tickets are $25 for
the dinner and program.

A limited number of tick-
ets are available at the St.
Clair Shores Public Liorary,
at the corner of 11 Mile and
Jefferson.

Dragonmead
Microbrewery in Warren is a
sponsor of the benefit.

statements with .

William Tyree
under a probable cause
basis, it is not to determine
whether or not she is believ-
able under a reasonable
doubt. It's a matter of the
finder of fact and the jury.”

Ethridge also ordered
STD testing for the com-
plainants and the defen-
dants.

Schott and Tyree are
scheduled for trial in Wayne
County Cireuit Court on
Thursday, Feb. 28.
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Richneris :
cagey about :
his future

By Brad Lindberg :
Staff Writer .

LANSING — The gover- :
nor had just ended his final .
State of the State address :
with an impromptu farewell :
to a joint session of the :
Michigan Legislature, and, .
giving an ovation from the :
floor, Rep. Andrew Richner ’
was feeling nostalgic. :

“I'm going to miss this |
place,” said Richner, stand- :
ing beside the paneled desk
and leather-bucked chair
which since 1996 has been
his base of operations'in the

caaaaw

Michigan House of ;
Representatives. :
Richner, the Grosse :

Pointes’ and Harper Woods® :
three-term Republican state -
representative, will step -
down at the end of the year -
due to mandatory term lim- -
its. :

Term limits have become -
the most talked-about dou- :
ble-edged sword among cap- :
ital incumbents.
Championed by Republicans -
in the 19908, Michigan vot- -
ers backed the policy which :
limited state-elected offi- -
cials to three consecutive -
terms. The movement oust-
ed many senior lawmakers
who critics regarded as
entrenched roadblocks on
the state’s path to the 21st=
century. '

Yet, the policy that helped
Republicans take over
Lansing has begun to sound .
last call on the careers of .
younger repeat office hold- .
ers who are entering the :
prime of their public service -
careers. ;

“My views on term limits .
are changing the closer I get
to being term-limited,” said '
Richner, who is in his sixth .
and final year in the House.

Richner, an attorney who :
began his political career on
the Grosse Pointe Park city :
council and served on the
Wayne County Board of
Commissioners before win-
ning a seat in the House,
won't say much about life -
beyond the legislature.

“I have various options,”
he said. “I've  been
approached to consider run-
ning again for county com-
missioner. Some people have
suggested I look at the state
senate. Some political
watchers said Richner, who
has been campaigning for
Lt. Gov. Dick Posthumus’
bid to succeed Engler, is a
candidate for a political
appointment.

“It would be premature for

me to make an announce-
ment,” Richner said.

Round Brilliant Cu? Center Diamond.

with round baquet cut accent dismonds available
in 18k yellow gold or in platinam

edmund t. AHER Jowelers
Extraordinary in every facet.
20139 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Woods 1-800-987-AHEE (2433)
www ahee-jewelers.com
4 [



4A

News

February 21, 2002
Grosse Pointe News

Shores man rounds the bases with baseball and academlcs

By Bonnie Caprara
Staff Writer

For Grosse Pointe South
Blue Devil assistant base-
ball coach Bill Mogk, June
16, 2001, was like deja vu.

The Blue Devils were in
their final game of the state
championship tournament
in Battle Creek. The team
had made glaring base-run-
ning errors. The score was
tied in the last inning and
all that was needed to
secure thc win was three
onts Tt waan’t nntil Chris
Getz struck the last bhatter
out before they could call
themselves Class A state
champions.

It was very much like the
game he played in Omaha,
Neb., 48 years ago on that
same date. Mogk caught a
ground ball at first base,
securing the 1953 NCAA
championship baseball title
for the University of
Michigan Wolverines.

“The games were almost a
carbon copy of each other,”
Mogk szid. “The two teams
were very similar. Neither
team had an absolute super-
star. The whole team was

able to contribute and both

teams understood the signif-

icance of everyone's contri-

butions. You never knew

rho ‘was going to make the
1o niav

2ip pasg.

“To have this happen on
the same date was so odd. It
was as if everything came
full circle.”

Things indeed have come
full circle for Mogk, whose
iove for baseball and dedica-
tion to the children of the
Grosse Pointe public schools
have been intertwined for
most of his life.

Mogk grew up on Detroit’s
lower east side during World
War II when “there were no
vacations, you didn't go any-
where.” Baseball became his

life.

“Baseball was the only
thing I did,” Mogk said. “I
lived across the street from
a basebali field. 1 played
morning, noon and night.
The guys in my neighbor-
hood were two to three years
older than I was. I had to
earn my way to play.”

Mogk went on to play for
sandlot leagues and
Southeastern High School,
where he made the ali-city
team. He was also picked to
repreasnt tha Detrnit Timea
in the Hearst Newspapers
All-Stars in New York City
and was recruited by U-M as
a student-athlete.

Mogk said he could have
gone on to piay Class A pro-
fessional baseball, but when
he asked the advice of a
Detroit Tigers’ acout, he said
he was told to go to U-M.

“He 3aid it was the same
as playing Class A ball,”
Mogk said.

As a student-athlete,
Mogk wasn't eligible to play
baseball his freshman year.
Between his freshmen and
sophomore years, the
Korean War broke out.

“That put all ideas about
signing out of my head,”
Mogk said. “By the time I
got out of school, the Korean
War was wmdmg down and
it was nast the Ophmﬂ.! hmn
for slsnins

But success followed
Mogk at U.-M. He played
second base and right field
in 1951. In 1952, upon a
suggestion from his coach
that he play first base, he
set the team record for field-
ing for an error-free season.
He was also team captain
and part of the Big 10 cham-
pionship team that year and
in 1953, the year the
Wolverines became the first
Big 10 school to capture the
NCAA baseball title.

Support-instailations
For the home
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POINTER OF INTEREST

It was also at U.-M where
he met a man who would
eventually cast his profes-
sional fate, not in baseball,
but in education.

“I met Charles Leavitt,
who was the first principal
at Pierce Junior High,”
Mogk said. “He encouraged
me to apply. He said if he
had an opening, he would
hira ma?

Teavitt hired Magk as a
social studies teacher in
1954. Through his teaching
years, Mogk continued to
play amateur baseball, win-
ning several championships
for the Detroit Sandlot orga-
nization.

Upon Leavitt’s retirement
in 1960, Mogk was chosen to
succeed him as principal.

Retired social studies
teacher Doris Cook, who
came on board at Pierce a
year before Mogk, said, “He
was very cooperative and.
very nice. He liked his work
as a teacher, principal and
counselor. His background
in athletics was of interest
to the kids. They saw that
he had accomplished some-
thing outside of what he did

at school.”
Likse when he was the

e e Ll

team captain at U-M, Cook
said, “At Pierce, we all
worked well together. He
was a great leader.”

“Everything I communi-
cated with my faculty was a
baseball analogy and every-
thing they said was a base-
ball analogy,” Mogk said.
“Education was my career,
but baseball is my life.”

While at Pierce, Mogk
said he felt most proud of
developing the middle school
concept in 1969.

“Our middle school plan-
ning committee went out to
8 to 10 middle schools all
over the country to see what
they had. Collectively we
looked at all of the compo-
nenta and put together our
list. It was exciting. We put
our schools into a team-
teaching house plan and
made flexible sacheduling.
QOur teachers made it work.”

A failed millage in 1970
put an end to the middle
school concept for several
years in the Grosse Pointe
public schools.

By Brad Lindberyg
Stafi Writer

A yearend
report by the
Grosse
Pointes’ rep-
resentative in
Lansing fea-
tured six
pieces of leg-
islation that
made it into
law.

The bills
included general-interest
issues such as consumer

Richner

Mogk went on to become
principal at Grosse Pointe
South High School from
1978 to 1980, then counselor
at Brownell Middle school
from 1980 to 1996, from
where he retired at the age
of 62.

Mogk retired from his job,
but not from his interest in
kids. He and his wife,
Tvnne a life akills teacher
at. Rrownel), continued to
follow the successes of some
of their former students, like
the Nashville Predator’s
David Legwand and Chris
Fox, a member of the U-M
national ¢hampionship
hockey team.

“That's the kind of thing
that made me volunteer for
the South baseball team,”
Mogk said.

“I saw (Blue Devil’s base-
ball coach) Dan Griesbaum
and asked him if I could
come by and hit some
ground balls and help the
kids with skills and under-
standing the game,” Mogk
said.

“He adds so much to the
game,” Griesbaum said. “He
knows so many of the finer
points of the game the kida
don’t think about or under-
stand yet.

“He workas 8o well with the
kids. He's even-tempered
and never loses his cool,
even when he disagrees with
an umpire. He'll handle it
very respectfully.

“He and Lynne come to
the events. They know he’s
out there watching and
cares about what they do.
He gets a lot of respect for
that.”

‘*It's so exciting to see
these kids learn something
they didn't know before,”
Mogk said.

Things have come full cir-
cle for Mogk in other ways.

In 1980, Mogk was induct-
ed into the Michigan
Amateur Sports Hall of
Fame. Earlier this month,
he was inducted into the U
M:-$1al} of Honor, a credit he

M student-athletes includ-
ing - the likes of Bob Ufer,
Anthony Carter and former
United States President
Gerald Ford.

protection and family law,
but also addressed what
Andrew Richner acknowl-
edged were dry but impor-
tant concerns dealing with
property insurance and
interest penalties.

“I've developed an exper-
tise in esoteric and some-
what obscure areas of the
law,” laughed Richner. a
three-term Republican state
representative from Groase
Pointe Park. “I tend to get
involved in these issues.”

The first of Richner’s bills

Bill Mogk,
captain of the 1853 University of Michigan Wolver-
ine NCAA championship baseball team and below, as

assistant coach of the 2001 Class A state champi-
onship Grosse Pointe South High School Blue Devil
baseball team. “Education was my careeés, Iimblu

shares ame¢ng 140 former U- ball is my life.,” Mogk said.

“It was just a dream,”
Mogk said. “It was some-
thing I never thought would
happen to me. I wasn’t an

to be signed into law last
year will help homeowners
whose property has been
damaged repeatedly by
bouts of bad weather. The
bill grew from problems
some of Richner’s con-
stituents reported in the
years following a severe
windstorm in 1999,

“Under current law,”
Richner explained, “if you
have three claims within
three years exceeding
$1,000 — or $1,500 for
weather dampage — on your

above, as the first baseman and team

all-American, I didn't have
the individual statistics, but
I did have certam creden-
tials.”

2001 fruitful for Pointe area lawmaker

insurance policy for proper-
ty and casualty, your insur-
ance policy is subject to non-
renewal.”

Richner’s bill doubled the
claim thresholds and adjust-
ed them to grow with infla-
tion.

“You shouldn’t penalize
somebody for legitimate
claims,” Richner said. The
measure also gave insur-
ance carriers more flexibili-
ty in handling long-term pol-
icy holders.

RICHNER, page 15A
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We Put People First

Coming next month to

Grosse Pointe Woods ...

... a new bank office, staffed by
people you already know & trust.

Peoples State Bank will soon be open for business
at 21110 Mack Avenue, at the corner of Roslyn.

We're staffing our newest facility with people who
already know our new neighbors and their financial services
needs. People who can provide the personal touch unique to
acommunity bank. People who put people first.

Stop by in early March and sce for yourself.

Member EDIC
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Little or no
risk from

' . .

slant drilling
Michigan Senate on whether

beneath the Great Lakes. Fear of a

.By Michael LaFalve
. vote iz nearing in the
A to ban the extraction of oil
and natural gas from

spill or other potential contamination
“has largely driven the debate.

. But sound policy demands facts.
' And while there may be aesthetic rea-
sons to support a prohibition against
-onshore drilling, insurance data con-
“firm that the actual environmental
‘risks are negligible.

The proposed ban would apply to

so-called directional drilling, which

.enables oil and gas deposits beneath
-the lakes to be tapped from a dis-
-tance. As currently regulated, a rig is
-located 1,500 feet or more inland from
~the shore, where a vertical bore is
. drilled to a depth of some 1,000 feet.
~The hole is then deviated at an angle
.toward the bedrock underlying the
lake until it reaches oil or gas
deposits some 4,900 feet beneath the

Robert G. Ed,
Publisher gar

Robert B. Ed,
Founder and Publisher
(1940-1979)

Qrosse Pointe New

i Second in a series

By Wilbur Eiston
" fter my grandfather’s general
store burned to the ground
about 85 years ago, our family
. moved to Grampa’s farm about
.15 miles south of the store’s location 'at
.-Rich Valley, Minn. .

When we had just begun to get

acquainted on the new farm, [ sudden-
«ly and unexpectedly acquired a cousin
--and playmate, Bernita Anderson.
- She was my mother’s niece and my
- ¢ousin, whose mother had died unex-

~

- pectedly and whose father was unable .

‘ to care for his three children.

The three children were distributed
“among different relatives, and we got
- Bernita.

- She was only six months younger
>than I was and we quickly became

good friends. We learned to read
.together and I remember well our
. rdmble through the Bobbsey Twin
-books. : )

In fact, we often fantasized that we
~were one pair of the Bobbsey Twins
»ourselves.

When it was time to start school at
“District 61 in Dakota County, we both
‘began the first grade. At that time,
“there was no kindsrgarten and the
“'school was a one-room building about

five miles from home. We usually got
_rides to-school either in g horsé and
~buggy or even in a sleigh in the winter
~when snow was too deep.
z It was at District 6 that I began to
=pick up the rudiments of baseball. 1

John Minnis
Editor and General
Manager
(313) 343-5590
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~ Newsman starts out right

water’s surface.

The state House voted on Jan. 29 to
ban directional drilling as a precau-
tion of sorts. But the environment
will not be protected if lawmakers
and regulators, however well-inten-
tioned, misconstrue risk. Focusing
attention on phantom threats diverts
attention from the real source of actu-
al dangers. Nor is legislative account-
ability possible if we allow political
motives to substitute for science.

Insurance data provide a depend-
able assessment of risk, which is
reflected in the cost of coverage.

-Premium rates essentially transmit

information about hazards and safety.
In this instance, underwriters are
willing to insure slant drilling opera-
tions at an affordable cost — proof
positive that such excavation meth-
ods are not fraught with environmen-
tal peril.

Indeed, according to insurance
industry data, only 12 claims nation-
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P
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wide involving drilling to depths of
5,000 feet have been recorded
between 1981 and 2000 — and none
in Michigan. (The Mackinac Center
for Public Policy was granted access
to the database by Marsh Inc,, a glob-
al insurance firm.) In fact, control-of-
well insurance, which covers environ-
mental damages, is available in
Michigan for as litile as $33 per year
per well, depending on the number of
wells being covered. This reflects the
tact that more than 3,600 disevlivual
well bores have been drilled in
Michigan without incident, including
13 beneath the Great Lakes.
Moreover, Canadian firms have safely
drilled 2,200 wells under Lake Erie
since 1913, and two pipelines have
carried oil and natural gas beneath
the Mackinac Bridge for more than
three decades.

The Michigan Environmental
Science Board likewise concluded in
1997 that “there is little to no risk of

contamination to the Great Lakes
bottom or waters through releases
directly above the bottom hole portion
of directionally drilled wells...” The
one smail risk identified by the bpard
was contamination at the well head,
far from the water’s edge. .

The far greater threat to environ-
mental quality comes from oil tankers
crisscrossing the oceans to deliver for-
eign oil to American shores. To “the
extent the United States develops
domestic sources of fossil fuels, such
risks may be diminished.

In addition, lakes experts largely
agree that the gravest environmental
threat to the lakes is biological in
nature, not industrial. The invasion
of non-native exotic species such as
the zebra mussel is disrupting the
lakes’ ecological balance. ‘

Lawmakers’ desire to protect our
under

only as good as the facts upon which
it is based. In reality, directional
drilling represents only a remote rigk
to the environment, and the
Legislature would do well to devote
its time and taxpayers’ hard-earned
dollars to rectifying real problems.

standahble, Rut lakes noliev is

[S32=3-438 3-8 ants pOllly

Michael LaFaive is research projects
manager at the Mackinac Center for
Public Policy, a Midland-based research
and educational institute. - ‘
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quickly discovered Ilacked a good arm -
for pitching and had to rely on playing
shortstop or in the outfield.

I wasn't much of a hitter, either, but
occasionally I would get a good pitch to
hit to the outfield where it was not

often caught so I learned to run the

bases and occasionally score runs.

Aside from baseball, I recall that life
itself was often quite boring. I quickly
learned my first day that I was not a
left-handed writer and hitter, as my
father was.

- The teacher told me the very first
day that everyone in that class wrote
right-handed and I should follow suit.
I made no vocal protest, even though
my father was a left-handed too, but I
quickly complied with the teacher’s
order.

So I am a right-handed to this day,
even though I would kick a football
left-footed, if I were good enough to
play football.

Years later, when I attended the
University of Minnesota, 1 inquired of
an English teacher about being left-
handed. Her response was that, in
truth, that view no longer was held by
responsible teachers. She said that
shifting from left-handed to right or
vice versa led to stuttering.

To be continued

Wilbur Elston of Grosse Pointe
Farms is the former editorial page edi-
tor for the Grosse Pointe News and,
before that, The Detroit News. He hails
from Minnesota, where he was news
editor of the Minneapolis Star Tribune.
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parent(s).
Ideas for Parent(s):

thing.

Ideas for Young People:

The asset approach

Giving kids what they need to succeed

The Search Institute (www.search-institute.org) has identified 40 building blocks (or
assets) that help young people grow up healthy, caring and responsibie. Each week the
Grosse Pointe News will highlight one “asset” and provide several ideas to help par-
ents and young people support that asset in their home, school, and community.

Positive family communication — Young person and his/her parent(s)
communicate positively, and young nerson is willing to seek advice and counsel from

When your kids talk, really listen. Accept the fact that you won't agree on every-

Ask your kids every day about what they are doing and thinking. Tell them about
your day, too. Form the habit of frequent conversation.

Spend at least one hour a week with each child individually. Whenever possible,
spend a whole day together. Your kids will cherish these special times.

Ask your child’s opinion or advice about something important.

The fewer topics you declare “off limits,” the more your kids will talk to you.

Talk to your parent(s) every day. Make a point of telling them about one interest-
ing, funny, sad, frustrating or strange thing that happened to you. Even if you do not
feel like it, come out of your room and have a 10-minute conversation with your par-
ent(s) each night. Try this for a week and see if it makes a difference!

Talk to your parent(s) about their growing-up years. Ask a lot of questions. This can
be fun and you will certainly understand your parent(s) a little more after learning
about the joys and struggles of their youth.

Choose your time wisely. Do not try to start a serious conversation when your par-
ent(s) are obviousiy cranky, stressed out, busy doing something else or asleep.

When you approach your parent(s) with a problem, be respectful, keep your voice
down, watch your body language, and come prepared with some positive suggestions.
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Letters

Creative
recognition

To the Editor:

Before moving to sunny
Florida, we had the pleasure
- of living across the street
from the creative Sullivan
family, of whom John (Jan.
81 Grosse Pointe News
Pointer of Interest) is a
member.

Not only was this charm-
ing, young man a delightful
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also highly original and
their parents encouraged
their great expression.

‘We miss them all but were
happy to note that the
Grogse Pointe News recog