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@ The City of Harper Woods and the
Harper Woods Public Schools look to
reduce the number of voting precincts
in the city. Page 3A

B A portion of the Grosse Pointe
Farms-owned property at Mack and

B mmma A A vy~ -
MOToss May SoC some uee, atleast for

the short term. Page 3A

! @l The 24-year Grosse Pointe Woods
man convicted in the Grosse Pointe
Hunt Club animal cruelty triai could
have been set free pending sentencing
Aprit 9. But then the judge found out
he'd violated the terms of his bond and
gent him to jail. Page 3A.

M Rep. Andrew Richner, R-Grosse
Pointe Park, will campaign for regent
of his alma mater, the University of
-Michigan. Page 3A.

M An 18-resident member Grosse
"Pointe Shores committee recently
;unveiled a draft of the master plan for

village's parks. Page 12A
B Grosse Pointe Farms may possibly
branch out to other means of leaf col-
tection this fall. Page 13A

W Kerby Elementary School students
buy a water buffalo. Page 14A

W University of Michigan's ¢hampion
solar car at Grosse Pointe South High
School. Page 15A :

M Harper Woods High School raises
graduation requirements. Page 15A

'Friday, March 29

Share good food and fellowship. dur-
| ing the Men's Friday Ecumenical
-Breakfast at 7:30 a.m. at Grosse Pointe
-Memorial Church.
* The Rev. Dr. V. Bruce Rigdon of
Grosse Pointe Memorial Church will be
the featured speaker. The fee is $5.

For more information, catl (313) 882-
- 5330.

The DeHaven Chorale and Orchestra
will join the Christ Church Chorale in
interpreting the music of Poulenc,
Brahms and Durufle during a free Good
-| Friday Concert at 7:30 p.m. at Christ
-Church Grosse Pointe.

For more information, call (313) 885-
4841.

'Saturday, March 30

Learn to work as a volunteer for the
Grosse Pointe Animal Adoption Society
during a free training seminar from 1 to
3 p.m. at the Children’'s Home of
Detroit.

" For more information, call {(313) 884-
1551.

Monday, April 1

" The Grosse Pointe Woods City
“Council will meet in the Woods city hall
at7:30 p.m.

. The Harper Woods City Council will
| ‘/meet in_the Harper Woods municipal
“building at 7:30 p.m.

Watch the NCAA championship
game on a large-screen television while
enjoying a sporis buffet, silent auction,
raffie and more during the Grosse
Pointe Crisis Club’s Road to Atlanta
benefit at 6 p.m. at the Barrister
Gardens, 24225 Harper in St Clair
Shores.

Tickets are $60.

For more information, call (313) 886-

The hunt
is on!

§ Saturday, March 24.

gent.

Photos by Rosh Sillars

Nora  Berg, 20
| months, was hot on

the trail of candy } could be sentenced up to
treasurés ' at  the | g, years for each convie-
Heartland Health Care | i;5n of willful and malicious
| Georglan East annual | 4egtruction of an animal.
} Easter Egg hunt last } Baced on sentencing guide-

" The event also fea-
tured prizes and a | e than a total of two
special appearance
and photo op with the
hare of the hour, the
Easter Bunny. Chil-
dren also had the
opportunity to win
ptizes and generally
have a good time
delighting the many
senior residemts pre-

By Braa iLindousy

Staff Writer :

It made no difference to
Courtney Carver that the
man found guilty of killing
19 horses was on his way to
the Wayne County Jail.

“No matter what happens,
it's not

Fennell guilty
of animal cruelty,
innocent of arson

cd
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Lawrence Shulman, will
appeal. :
“He didn’t mean to kill or
torture the horses,”
Shulman said. “The stan-
dard (of guilt) was set lower
than what the law

going to
bring
t hem
back,” she
cried.

S h e
tried to
wipe her
tears, the
first she’d
shown
while
attending
the 1 1/2-
week
Grosse

Huont
Club in Grosse Pointe
Woods. She helped care for
the animals that died July 8
when Stephen Richard
Fennell, then 23, threw a
firework into the barn. He
did it to “scare the horses,”
said friends who testified
against him under protec-
tion of immunity.

Fennell, of the Woods,

lines, prosecutors said he
would most likely serve no

years and eight months.

arson, a 10-year felony.

The verdict came
Wednesday, March 20, near-
ly 26 hours after a jury
began deliberating in the
courtroom of Wayne County
Circuit Judge Patricia P.
Fresard. .

Lisa Chichzewski, 24, a

The time is coming to pack up a
shopping bag full of work gloves,
rakes and shovels and head to the

The Village will host its first Spring
Clean-up Day Saturday, April 27.

4578.
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The idea of arranging an organized
spring cleaning event stemmed from
discussions among members of the
Grosse Pointe Viliage Association and
the City of Grosse Pointe’s Merchant-
City-Landlord Committee.

“We've really tried hard to keep up
awareness about keeping the Village
said Village Association
President Mike Kramer. “There are
60-some businesses here, a lot of food
establishments and a lot of people
who spend time here in the Village.”

For two hours, Village employees
and volunteers will plant flowers,
pick up trash and sweep and clean
sidewalks, alleys and parking lots.

Body, mind and spirit.

Together, we can win.
Van Elslander Cancer Center
wrw.vanelslandercancercenter.com

Pease visit our website tor information
and resources regarding cancer.
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By Bonnle Caprara The City has also committed its

employees and resources toward the

effort.

pristine condition.”

during that time.

assist in the effort.

awareness year-round.”

Clean-up Day, call (313) 886-7474.

Find Out...Go To‘

GPrealestate.com
© Click on recent home sales.

Coldwel Banker Schweitzer Real Estate 3t

“The City sees the Village as a vital
community asset,” said City Manager
Mike Overton. “We’ve invested a lot of )
money in the Village in the past five Home: City of Grosse

_years. We have a lot of activities going Pointe
on around here in the summertime.
Its in our best interest to see its in | Age: 42

The event will run frﬁm 9to1lam.
and Kercheval will be closed to traffic

Organizers are also enlisting the
help of local service organizations to Quote: “One of the things

“It’s not just asking people to clean
up, but that we all have a role to play
in keeping the area looking nice,”
Kramer said. “We’re hoping to build

To assist in the Village's Spring

3) 885-2000 ||
e !

member of the jury, said, “I
have a lot of sympathy for

Village prepares for 1st frpemmiae

the outcome. We just could-
n’t let him walk away.”

Family: Wife, Amanda

Occupation: Owner,
Maniscalco Gallery

I'm trying to do by
example i8 have an
exclusive core of fine
artists in my gallery.”

See story, page 4A

He was found innocent of

Photo by Brad Lindberg

Pointe Courtney Carver gricves for 19 hors¢s
H u n t lost in the Grosse Pointe Huat Club fire
C 1 u b July 8. “It hurts,” she said. Carver is:&
arson and groom at the club. “I've been trying tb
animal figure out since July what he deserves,”
cruelty sald Carver, referring to the conviction of
trial. Stephen Richard Fennell, 24, on 19

Carver counts of willful, malicious destruction of
.ig a groom an animal. “There's nothing to describe
at the what he deserves.”

required.”

When the jury foreman
read the “not guilty” to
arson verdict, soft gasps
came from horse owners sit-

ting in the back of the court-
room. Fennell had no
expression.

For Fennell to have been
found guilty of arson, the
jury would have had to
believe he intended to burn
the barn.

“I don’t think he thought
about or disregarded the
barn actually catching fire
when he threw the firework
into it,” Chichzewski said.
“He just made a stupid mis-
take.”

Chichzewski was suspi-
cious of eyewitness testimo-
ny against Fennell. The
night of the fire, Fennell,
Thomas Zorwick, 24, of
Harper Woods and Gregory
Grosfield, 20, of Grosse
Pointe Woods were among
guests invited to a party by
Joseph and Jaclyn Evola,
brother and sister aged 23
and 21, respectively. The
party took place at the home
of the Evolas’ parents on

See VERDICT, page 3A

APOINTER OF INTEREST
Robert Maniscalco

CH DID THAT HOUSE SELL FOR?},

LANDSCAFINGC ¥
Cempiote Landecaping Design & Construction
SEE OUR AD IN YOUR HOME
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586-774-0090
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“ication Program

* Free Weights + Cybex Weight Equipment
* NASM Certified Personal Trainers

* State of the Art Cardiovascular Equipment

* Sport Specific Training (golf, skiing, etc.)

: } % NO

| Basic Asneslmont I It
y Initiation Feel initiation Fee! |

{
i Perscml Tealner 1$50.00 Valueu sggsﬁ?e vma:ue !
vt coupon Exyllm"w.u,coyon Exn.'l&”?.*m

335 Fisher Road

(corner of Fisher and Maumee)

313.886.8590
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VILLA

ReE+SeTeA*UsR*A*N-T
AL ITALIAN DINING

"o Lent
i and seafoed specials.

lm’_-\‘

PASTA » VEAL » PIZZA < RIBS » COCKTAILS
" ENTREES STARTING AT $8.50 « KID'S MENU AVAILABLE

21311 Gratiot » Eastpointe « (586) 778-1780
Open Daily 4pm to 11pm » Sunday 2pm Till 10pm

J0h s

B frne nait

60 second SUNLESS mist
on tan that applies eventy,
naturally and is beautiful. 4
it lasts for days and is

Dermatologist Approved

#* Call For Details %

(Between 8 & 9 Mile Rd. 1
(586) 773-145C

1$1 Q99! | PACKAGE
l | 1 SPECIALS |
: ONE : : 5 ‘for ‘88 :
! M;::Ic 110 for 155 |
: SESSION : : 20 for ‘249:
Lesrsapuso 2| | exoronrpen e

CUlTllllUIllUIl

Qwoztmzé

SPECIAL
Sitting Fee
for that Special Day
limited time only

Lockhart

Photography

Studio

Copturing Your
Moments In Time

\ 313-824-0705"

Uniform Specnallsts"
n stuck year-round uniforms for...

¢ Qur Lady Star of the Sea

* Grosse Pointe Academy

* University Liggett School
¢ St. Paul

* free alterations on pants ¢ free layaway plan

children’'s bhop

e Largest independent children’s store in the area £
* Girls Infant - Size 16 * Stride Rite Shoes '
* Boys Infant - 20, Huskies & Slims

Happy Easter!

23200 Greater Mack » S. Clai Shores 31
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"Savmas

Diamonds or precious gemstones

Princess cut, round brilliant cut or baguerte
diamonds set 14k gold, 18k gold or platinum.
Any type of gems, Any size of gems, and any
number of gems. What can we create for you?

Y/ vvvr 2 Tomsiorr +

KISKA JEWELERS

63 Kercheval  onthe Hill Grosse Poite Fams » 313:8855755. |
MASTER [JO JEWELFRS '

_——d

SPINACH or Cmcmems
Chicken On Order Only

SoN
Dunmd&thyz M&ghnhﬂntndm
.35 e ¢ 14,50 poaen :

Spices, Pine Nata

'14.50
ARas

'L 885 s 14 S0

VEGETARIAN DET G
TABOULEH SALAD
+ Container $7.95 * Container '5.75
+ 12 Container $4.95 i
STUFFED GRAPE LEAVES Sruren Cansack Rots
* Container 13.95 C

* 112 Container 7750 * Contaner 13,95
. PLUS IMPORTED MIDEASTERN CGROCERIES

» 12 Container *4.95
STUFFED SQUASH
Zutehini

OPEN 7 DAYS ¢ Catering & Delivery Available :
Monday 1:00 £.m.-9:00 p.m, Tuesday Saturday 9:30 a.m.-9:00 p.m., Sunday 11:00 am..7:00 pm,

SRk, 22205 MACK (between 8 & 9 Mile Roads)
‘s a.unrsuu (Ptrkingmneuusehomenmm)

Guess the number of jelly beans
in the container and win a

Herrend Bunny
NO PURCHASE NECESSARY

72 KERCHEVAL ON-THE-HILL
GROSSE POINTE FARMS
(313) 882-6880

Beginning April 7th
Sunday Will be a Day of Dining

You Came.
You Dined.
You Demanded
‘We Responded.

© eHﬂl

Seafood & Chop House
123 Karcheval Avenue, Grosse Pointe Farms

Lunch 11 AM - 3 PM Monday through Friday
Dinnec § PM - 10 PM Monday through Thursdey

Dinner 5§ PM - 11 PM Friday and Ssfurday

New Aprll 7th sunday 4 PM - 8 PM

S
313-886-8101
David M. Pendy, CCM & Michael W. Connery, CWC, Progriskos

an
Studio Fee onlv SS 00

|[Easter Sale

March 28, 29, 30

All Men’s & Women's &%

free Time for Women
Avajlable in Men's
Thne Out

SLIM

6-12
6-12
4-12

NARROW
MEDIUM
WIDE 5-12

we 12 10% OFF

True whole and half sizes. Some colors do not come in all widths.

VERFAILLIE &
COSSETIE'S SHOES

\
l,'.\

'."
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‘Friday, March 22,

iclation.

Judging perfomance
. John Bruneell and other members of the H
‘gented District 324 Judge Roger LaRose with a “Judge of the Year” award

in apprecietion for his work in Harper Woods. Above,
LaRose takes the plaque from Bruneell with a smile of surprise and appre-

arper Woods Lion's club pre-

Photo By Rosh Sillars

Farms city council fields
- Mack/Moross property

By Bonnie Caprara
Staft Writer
A portion of the Grosse
Pointe Farms-owned proper-
ty at Mack and Moross may
seé some use, at least for the
s}lort term.
t The Farms has bought
séveral parcels at the seven-
cre corner since 1995,
ffcluding two homes it pur-
chased on Moross in the fall
of 2001. The houses will be
demolished in the next 30 to
60 days, leaving most of the
city-owned iand cleared.
However, Kroger has an
option to extend its lease
ftom May 2003 to May 2008,
H§ndering the city’s plans for
ny long-term development.
: The Farms has asked the
Neighborhood Club and the
rosse Pointe Public School
System how they could best

use the section of land
between Moross and the

pgrking lot used by Kroger

for about the next four
years.

“The areas that are hard-
est to find are large fields for
soccer, lacrosse and foot-
ball,” said Neighborhood
Club Executive Director
John Bruce. “It could relieve
a whole lot of pressure on a
whole lot of sites.

“The second most-needed
areas are full-sized baseball
diamonds, but that field
isn’t big enough for that.
However, having a site that
doesn’t overlap on a baseball
field or a softkall Seld would
help. It would be an asset to
the baseball and softball
people. They wouldn’t have
to give up time for soccer.”

Grosse Pointe public
schools Assistant
Superintendent Chris

Fenton was not available for
comment at press time and
has not yet mnet with the
Farms city council.

The Farms city council
will also hold a public hear-
ing on the proposed (and use
in May or June. '

“Why let this property sit
there if we can put it to good
use?” said Councilman Terry
Davis. “Nothing’s being con-
structed except for some
signs.”

The Farms is currently
looking into moving electri-
cal and cable lines, which
run over the property. It will
cost $104,000 to move the
electric lines and $75,000 to
move the cable lines.

“They’re going to have to
be moved sooner or later,”
said City Manager Richard
Solak.

Kroger must inform the
Farms by Necvember if it
decides to renew its lease.

“When the Kroger lease
runs out, then we'll talk
about another' develop-
ment,” Solak said.

i{evamped voting precincts
proposed in Harper Woods

By Jason Sweeney
Staff Writer

City Clerk Mickey Todd
brought his suggestions for
changes to voting district
lines in Harper Woods
before the council Monday,
March 18.

“Basically I've consolidat-
ed districts in order to save
time, money and confusion,”
Todd said of the plan to
reduce the number of voting
districts from 10 to six.

Todd explained that each
district is limited to 2,999
voters and that there were
as few as 600 in some of the
existing districts.

Council member Cheryl

Costantino said she liked
the idea, and that the sav-
ings from paying poll work-
ers, printing out separate
mailings and confusion at
polling places would bhe a
great benefit.

The plan will consolidate
districts one, two, three and
six into two new districts,
creating two lines at Beacon
Elementary instead of three
and eliminating voting at

-the high school because of

traffic situations and low
turnout.

Most of precincts four and
five will become the new
precinct three, a move that
will reduce the number of

Richner to meet
with area residents

State  Rep.  Andrew
Richrer, R-Grosse Pointe
Park, will continue to rotate
among the seven cities he
represents to meet with area
residents from 9 until 10
a.m. on Monday mornings.

The First District law-
maker will provide residents
with a legislative update
and take their questions and
comments.

“I look forward to meeting
with  my constituents,
updating them on legislative
news and answering their
Questions,” said Richner.
“These meetings offer me a
tremendous opportunity to
learn more about the issues
of importance to the people
of the First District.”

The following are the

dates and locations provid-
od:

* April 8 at the Grosse
Pointe Park city offices at

15115 E. Jefferson, in the
first-floor conference room.

¢ April 15 at the Grosse
Pointe Woods city offices at
20025 Mack Plaza, in the
Lake Room.

s April 22 at the Grosse
Pointe Shores village offices

at 795 Lakeshore, in the .

first-floor conference room.

¢ April 29 at the City of
Grosse Pointe offices at
17147 Maumee Ave,, in the
conference room.

¢ May 6 at the Grosse
Pointe Farms city offices at
90 Kerby Road in the main-
floor conference room.

* May 13 at the Calvary

Senior Center at 4950
Gatehead in Detroit, in
Classroom A.

No appointment is neces-
sary. For more informatior,
call Richner toll-free at (888)
254-LAWI1.

voters who will have to trav-
el across 1-94.

Other changes will also
eliminate lines and confu-
sion, according to Todd.

The school board voted
Tuesday, March 19, to move
forward with a plan to
reduce its number of voting
districts from seven to three.
This move will streamline
the voting process for the
schools and save the district
some much-needed funds,
according to members of the
board, who noted that at a
recent election they paid out
more than $80 per vote
received.

The price of the
changeover to the city is
expected to be roughly
$1,600 due to coordination”
and cost sharing with the
Harper Wooeds schools.

The plans for redrawing
the district lines are in the
process of being reviewed by
the state, but Todd expects
them to be accepted.

If the changes are allowed
to go forward, the new dis-
tricts will be in place for the
school elections, scheduled
for June.

»

Fennell does the crime,
starts doing the

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

The Grosse Pointe Woods
man convicted of 19 counts
of animal cruelty last week
could have remained free
until sentencing April 9.

Then the judge found out
he’d blown the terms of his
bond.

Instead of being allowed
to go home and tie up his
affairs before facing a possi-
ble maximum sentence of up
to 76 years in prison, bailiffs
ushered Stephen Richard
Fenrell, 24, to the Wayne

County Jail.
The order came from
Wayne County Circuit

Judge Patricia P. Fresard.

A jury March 20 found
Fennell guilty on 19 counts
of willful and malicious
destruction of an animal,
each a four-year felony. The
charges stemmed from the
July 8 barn fire at the
Grosse Pointe Hunt Club.
Nineteen horses died and
the barn was destroyed.

Fennell was declared
innocent of arson.

While free on $1,000 bond
in connection with the fire,
Fennell had orders not to
consume alcohol. He was
arrested, however, for
drunken driving in Troy on
Feb. 16 at 1:27 a.m.

“We have a warrant for
Mr. Fennell charging him
with OWI (operating a

Verdict

From page 1A

Cook Road across from the
Hunt Club. The parents
were in Florida.

The party included drink-
ing and drugs, as well as
illegal fireworks Fennell
had bought in Ohio, accord-
ing to testimony. Guests said
Fenneli lit and threw a fire-
work into the barn at about
4:15 a.m. Flames started

quickly and spread fast.
and”

Fennell, Zorwick,
dJoseph and Jaclyn Evola hid
in the Evola home. They
conspired not to call the fire
department for fear of being
found out.

All *but gne of the dead
horses was discovered
among ashes and under
charred timber where the
animals had been locked in
their stalls.

“I think (Fennell’s) friends
had a lot more to do with it
than what they told,”
Chichzewski said. “Their
daddies got them a good
lawyer, and the lawyer prob-
ably advised them to pin it
on this kid. I'm not saying
he’s innocent, by far. But,
his friends should be sitting
right next to him (at the
defendant’s table).”

Ken Simon, the assistant
county prosecutor in charge
of the case, was plecased
Fennell was found guilty of
animal crueity.

“The owners of the ani-
mals have more cause to be
upset,” said Simon. “The
animals are more important
than the building.”

Fennell was remanded to
Jail immediately because he
violated terms of his $1,000
bond. Ordered not to con-
sume aicohol, he was cited
for drunken driving in Troy
on Feb. 16,

At Fennell's sentencing
hearing on the Hunt Club
conviction April 9, Simon

S S
WOORMASITR

KITCHENS & BATHS & WINDOWS
CLOSETS

Singe

1955

24320 Harper Avenue o S1CLie Shares o 810778 1330

“He can’t
do much
harm behind
bars.”

Courtney Carver,
groom at club
e

motor vehicle while
impaired) second offense,”
said Troy Lt. Steve Zavislak.

Fennell was arraigned on
the charge March 26. The
crime is a misdemeanor
punishable by up to one year
in jail.

Detective Anthony
Chalut, the Woods officer in
charge of the Hunt Club
investigation, said Fennell
refused to take a
Breathalizer test in the Troy
incident. A blood sample
revealed he had a .13 blood
alcohol content, Chalut said.,
Michigan’s legal limit is .10
percent.

Refusing to take a breath
test results in an automatic
six-month suspension of a
driver’s license.

On Oct. 30, 1996, Fennell
received a drunken driving
ticket in Kalamazoo, Chalut
said.

“He was found guilty of

will recommend jail time.

Shulman will seek proba-
tion, he said.

Mary Beth Ryan,
spokesperson for the club,
said, “I will be speaking at
sentencing. The whole thing
is a tragedy.”

A “significant number” of
horse owners are expected to
accompany Ryan, according
to Darrell Finken, club gen-
eral manager.

“If Fennell receives one
year or less he can serve it
at a local facility,” said
Simon, citing the Dickerson
institution in  Wayne
County. “If he's sentenced to
more than one year, he will
be turned over to the
Michigan Department of
Corrections and sent to
Jackson Prison or a similar
facility.”

“He deserves a lot mare
than he’ll probably get,” said
Rebecca Pierzchala, a for-
mer groom at the club.

While Fennell faces
another disruption in his
life, activity at the Hunt

[ ]

fime
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being a person under 21
with a blood alcohol con-
tent,” Chalut said, “which is
another term for OUIL
(operating a motor vehicle

under the influence of
liquor).”
Ken Simon, assistant

Wayne County prosecutor,
brought up the drunken dri-
ving incidents moments
after last week’s split deci-
sion in the arson and aiimal
cruelty trial.

“The level of irresponsibil-
ity this defendant has
shown has indicated that he
ought to be remanded pend-
ing sentence,” said Simon.
“The time he spent would be
credited toward any sen-
tence he might receive.”

“He’s not a danger to the
community,” said Lawrence
Shulman, Fennell’s attor-
ney. A

Fresard said, “Although
he has been acquitted of a
10-year felony, he's been
convicted of a four-year
offense. It is of great concern
that he violated the terms d
his bond.” )

Rebecca Pierzchala, a for-
mer groom at the Hunt
Club, was pleased to see
Fennell taken away.

“It’'s good for humanity,”
she said. “I feel safer know

ing he’s in jail.” 1
“He cant do much harm! -

behind bars,” said Courtney
Carver, a groom at the club.}

t

“

Club is returning to normal.g
Ryan said plans for a
replacement barn should be:

made within a month. :
“We're moving forward!

and planning for the future,” .

she said. ’

Carver will never forget:
the old barn, which had 26
stalls, and the lost horses it:
contained. L

“After the fire, all the'
horses that remained and.
all the ones that carhé-ig
took on the traits and: s
sonalities of those that we¥é
lost,” she said, still cryingd
“There’s no greater thing g
the world than to come to
work at 6:30 in the morning
and have 26 horses nicker-
ing at you saying good morn-
ing. There's nothing better
than that.” -

Carver will be in court for
Fennell's sentencing. :
“There’s  nothing to,
describe what he deserves,”
she said. “No matter what
he gets, it won't be enough.”

YOUR OFFICIAL ROLEX JEWELER,
WANTS TO REMIND YOU TO TURN
YOUR TIMEPIECE AHEAD ONE )
HOUR ON SUNDAY, APRIL 77H. :

DAYLIGHT SAVING BEGINS AT 2:00AM

edmund t. AHEE jewelers

20139 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Woods, M1 48236

313-886-4600

ROLEX “*"

e o ———> .
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Painter and patron

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Robert Maniscalco walks
the walk.

“One of the things I'm try-
ing to do by example is have
an exclusive core of fine
artists in my gallery,” said
Maniscalco, owner of the
Maniscalco Gallery. “I've
picked artists who are loyal,
prodigious, prolific,
extremely talented and
provacative  about their
careers. I'm looking for
paintings where there is
thought.”

Hea believes in promnting
works by local artists. That's
why five years ago, after
nearly 20 years as a com-
missioned artist with clients
in more than a dozen states,
he opened a gallery featur-
ing the original creations of
area talent.

“We're dealing with real
artists you can meet and
shake their hand,”
Maniscalco said, “not knock-
off artwork done in a factory

by several people and signed
by the last one with a ficti-
tious name. It's not art.
There’s no energy. It’s just
decoration. There are sever-
al galleries that buy that
stuff by the ream. It’s cheap
and they inflate the price
considerably. The idea is, if
you pay a lot for it, it must
be worth something. A lot of
people are duped by that.”

He believes “you can’t get
anything more personal
than a portrait.” Therefore,
he “collaborates” with sub-
jects.

“l spend time with the
person to get to know them
and enjoy their company.
That’s how [ get their
essence,” Maniscalco said. “I
pick up on their manner-
isms and their being, so I
can get back to that when
it’s time to paint.”

He believes in supporting
the community in which he
lives. That’'s why he’s mov-
ing his gallery to the City of
Grosse Pointe, where he and

Rep. Richner runs
for U-M regent

By Brad Lindberg
Staft Writer

Grosse Pointe’s three-time
state representative is run-
ning for regent of his alma
mater, the University of
Michigan.

“It's one of the world's best
public universities,” said
Rep. Andrew Richner, R-
Grosse Pointe Park. Richer
will leave the Legislature at
the end of the year due to
mandatory term limits.

Regents cversee universi-
ty operations, including bud-
get matters. Regents also
elect the school’s president.

“It's an important posi-
tion,” said Richner, whose
legislative agenda has sup-
ported higher education
issues. “Regent is a fiduciary
for the taxpayer.”

Richner has support from
party heavyweights. The
backing is essential because
candidates for regent are
selected by delegates to
their state political party
conventions, not a general
primary election.

“l was one of the first to
sign on endorsing him for
the spot,” said Rep. Rick
Johnson, R-LeRoy, speaker
of the House. “Andrew is
somebody who has worked
in the Legislature for the
university.”

Sen. Dan DeGrow, R-Port
Huron, majority leader state
Senate, said, “He’s conscien-
tious and hard working. He's
the type they need on the
board.”

“I am honored that peopie
consider me a worthy candi-
date,” Richner said.

Richner’s education legis-
lation included co-sponsor-
ing the Michigan Merit

Scholarship Award. The
measure provided students
who pass the MEAP test col-
lege scholarshnps up to
$3,000

He also wrote legislation
to give scholarships to
Michigan residents who
begin their higher education
out of state, but return to
Michigan to complete their
schooling.

“We want the best and
brightest to come back to

Michigan,” Richner said.
He also supported the
state reorganization of

Detroit public schools.

Regent is a nonpaying
position, but Richner, who
has undergraduate business
and law school degrees from
U-M, won’t "say what his
employment plans will be
upon leaving the House.

“I don’t expect to make an
announcement until after
my term ends at the end of
the year,” he said. He said
he intends to remain active
in business and politics.

“That’s where I can make
the greatest contribution,”
he said.

Richner’s  grandfather,
father and mother graduat-
ed from U-M.

“We have a history of
maize and blue,” said
Richner.

On the other hand, his
wife, Susan, a teacher in the
Grosse Pointe public school
system, comes from a family
with comparable allegiance
to Michigan State
University.

“We bridge the gap,”
Richner joked. “I need a lot
of those green and white
(MSU) people to vote for me
this fall.”
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his newlywed wife bought a
home recently. The new
gailery’s grand opening is
April 6.

He believes everyone can
benefit by engaging in the
creative process, which is
why he has taught art and
acting at the Grosse Pointe
War Memorial. Last week,
Maniscalco conducted a
workshop on portrait. and
landscape painting, “The
Power of Positive Painting,”
1n New Orleans. .

Teaching is a two-way
street, he said.

“A etndent nf mine rooont
ly answered the question,
‘What is the definition of tal-
ent? by saying, ‘The ability
to make something look like
it is,” Maniscalco said.

He believes in spreading
the word about the local art
scene, s0 he hosts “Inside
Art,” a television show on
Grosse  Pointe  Cable
WMTH-5.

He believes in the cama-
raderie of community the-
ater, and has been involved
with the Grosse: Pointe
Theatre since 1983.

Two seasons ago, he tied
with himaelf to win Clarence
awards for acting excellence.
He met his wife, Amanda,
while directing the 1997
Grosse Pointe Theatre pro-
duction of “Jesus Christ

Superstar.”

“The Grosse Pointe
Theatre is a family”
Maniscalco said. “When I

was on the board of directors
I voted to do away with
Clarence awards. We should
just celebrate the season.”

Maniscalco believes the
discipline people learn by
creating art could help dis-
advantaged youths build
promising futures.

“We're starting an art

H 3
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mentorship program,” said
Maniscaleo, referring to his
work as president of the
Wayne County Council for
the Arts, History and
Humanities. The nonprofit
council is forming & partner-
ship with students at a
Detroit junior high school.

“We've taken on a pilot
program to link talented at-
risk children with artists so
the kids can find another
way,” Maniscalco said.

The arts council has big
plans.

“We’re attempting to cre-
ate connectivity — we call it
‘artnerships,’ among the
nearly 600 art galleries, fine
arts groups and performing

organizations in Wayne
County,” Maniscalco said.
“We're. trying to create
opportunities for artists and
art organizations — to get
artists out there where peo-
ple can see, appreciate,
enjoy and patronize them.”

He said artnerships could
bring order to the Detroit
art environment.

“The Detroit art scene is
like the wild, wild west,”
Maniscalco said. “It’s disor-
ganized. I've been trying to
put together an art dealer’s
organization so we can fig-
ure out what needs to hap-
pen.”

Maniscalco said a big
problem comes from artists

Sports agents ripe for rules

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Michigan is on track to
penalize athletic agents who
step out of bounds.

A bill in Lansing would
require such agents to
behave according to uniform
rules making their way
through state legislatures
all over the country.

“It would provide contrac-
tual protection for student
athletes who, in many cases,
have been taken advantage
of by unscrupulous sports
agents,” said the bill's spon-
sor, Rep. Andrew Richner, R-
Grosse Pointe Park.

If passed into law, the leg-
islation would add Michigan
to a list of 11 states that
have adopted the Uniform
Athletic Agents Act. Several

other states are studying
the act

e acl.

“The act would require the
registration of athletic
agents and protect student
athletes from agents who
jeopardize their status as
amateur athletes under
National Collegiate Athletic
Association rules,” Richner
said. The bill has the back-
ing of the 1,000-member
NCAA.
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Michigan and most states
already regulate sports
agents.

Yet many of those states
have approached the prob-
lem from different angles.

The result, critics said, is
a potentially confusing
mishmash of individual eli-
gibility and sanctioning
laws that vary between
states.

“We need uniformity,” said
Richer. “It's in the interest of
athletes as well as the
sports agent industry that
there be uniformity among
state laws, Uniformity pro-
vides more certainty in the
way business is transacted.”

Richner’s sponsorship of
the bill grew from his mem-
bership with the Uniform
Law Commission.

The nationwide organiza-

s I Tawra fmoes
tion standardizes laws from

state to state.

“Young athletes can be
easily overwhelmed and are
easy prey for unscrupulous
sports agents who exploit
these kids for their personal
gain,” said Michael Kerr,
deputy legislative director of
the National Conference of
Commissioners on Uniform
State Laws. “This legislation

inciuded on lease.
#EM2292MW
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sets long-overdue standards
for the sports agent indus-
try.”
The act would require
sports contracts between
student athletes and agents
to include a conspicuous
notice announcing the fol-
lowing:

¢ Signing the contract
could make students ineligi-
ble in their sport; :

* Within 72 hours of
entering into a contract, the
student and agent must
notify the school’s athletic
director; and

» Student athletes can
cancel the contract within
14 days. Cancellation may
not reinstate eligibility.

“That’s a good idea,” said
Sen. Dan DeGrow, R-Port
Huron, Senate majority
leader.

“Student athletes should
have to have their parents
sign it, too, if they're under
21,” he added.

Rick Johnson, R-LeRoy,
speaker of the House, said,
“The way some agents use
the kids today is almost a
travesty. You hear about ¢ol-
lege sports stars who make
it in the pros, but you never
hear about those who don't.”
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Phota by Brad Lindberg
Robert Maniscalco mugs with some of the portraits he's painted in uis new art
gallery in the City of Grosse Pointe.

themselves.

“Artists don’t have loyal-
ty,” he said. “They go from
one gallery to another.
Patrons get confused
because they can't go to a
gallery and find a particular
artist.”

Maniscalco, by contrast, is
developing  relationships
with a select group of
artists. The group includes,
but is not limited to, Jae
Purdon, a conceptual, three-
dimensional artist
Maniscalco called an
“unsung hero of the Dettoit
art world;” Ted Paul, a St.
Clair Shores resident
Maniscalco said, “does
incredibly realistic paint-
ings of lighthouses and
boats;” and Louie Sanchez, a
glass blower.

“I'm going to do every-
thing I can to promote their
careers. We're going to sail,”
he said. “That’s better than
putting together an art

exhibit and two months
later the arhst shows up

across town.” -~
He added, “I'm looking for
art that has something to
say, art that moves, touches
and inspires. If a piece is
fully resolved, that’s the
kind of artist I want in my
gallery”

When it comes down to it,
however, Maniscalco is a
painter who gets most of his
satisfaction composing por-
traits.

“One might t.hmk of a por-
trait as a still life, but I
think it goes a lot further,”
he said. “A geed portrait
requires a tremendous
amount of skill and talent in
terms of coming up with a
composition that isn’t too
cluttered. The focal point
has to be in the eyes of the
painting. The essence of the
person is in the eyes, the
window to the soul.
Everything is carefully
designed to bring your eye to
the main event — the per-
son.”
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50 days in
prison for
each horse?

wo years, eight months —

that’s probably the maximum

time Stephen Richard

Fennell, the man responsible
for the Grosse Pointe Hunt Ciub fire
that killed 19 horses, could spend
behind bars, according to assistant
county prosecutor Ken Simon.

Fennell, 23, was found guilty of 19
felony counts of animal cruelty last
week for tossing a firework into a
Hunt Club barn last July, causing the
fire that killed the horses. Although
he could be sentenced to four years for
each count of willful and malicious
destruction of an animal (a theoreti-
cal sentence of 76 years), “the actual
maximum he could get would be two
years, eight months,” Simon said.

Fennell was found innocent of arson
in the case. He could have faced 10
years in prison on that felony charge
alone.

“He just made a stupid mistake,”
said one of the jurors.

It appears he has made more than
just one stupid mistake.

Fennell currently sits in the Wayne
County Jail, and he has yet to be sen-
tenced in connection with the fire.
While free on bond awaiting the trial,
Fennell was arrested for drunken dri-
ving, his second such arrest, on Feb.

. 16. A condition of Fennell’s bond was

that he not consume alcchol — he had

o

8
%

been drinking the night of the fire
The mistakes start to add up.

Fennell’s sentencing hearing is
scheduled for April 9.

But the reason Fennell should serve
the “actual maximum,” we feel, is not
because he made a “stupid mistake.”
Raiher he deserves prison time for
not calling the police or fire depart-
ment, for making no attempt to save
the barn and the horses inside.

Instead, Fennell and three friends
hid inside a Cook Road house across
the street from the burning barn.
They did nothing to try to save the
lives of the horses, and then they
attempted to avoid responsibilty for
their actions through lies and a
coverup. As they say on “Law &
Order,” Fennell and his friends dis-
played depraved indifference.

How many of the 19 horses could
have been saved had one in the group
— Fennell, Thomas Zorwick, Jaclyn
Evola or Joseph Evola — called the
police or fire department when flames
were first noticed? All? Some? Maybe
none. But any attempt would. have
been a sign of at least some small
amount of human decency or respon-
sibility.

Although Fennell’s intention was to
“scare the horses,” according to the
friends who testified against him

under protection of immunity, the
results were 19 dead horses and a
detroyed barn, not to mention the
er:ucional damage suffered by those
connected with the horses and the
Hunt Club.

A sentence of less than a year could
be served at a local facility; more than
a year means Fennell would be
turned over to the state Department

Address comments to carioonist Phii Hands at

of Corrections and sent to Jackson or
a similar prison.

“No matter what he gets, it won’t be
enough,” said Hunt Club groom
Courtney Carver.

But Fennell threw the lit firework
that caused the fire and its damage,
and he alone faces the punishment,
Maybe 32 months in prison will give
him plenty of time to think about
what appears to be the costliest of his
stupid mistakes.

We certainly think anything less
than a year in prison or even proba-
tion would be an injustice and an
insult to those who have suffered
because of someone else’s stupidity.

While the other three can take com-
fort in their immunity agreements,
they still have to live with themselves
and their memories.
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Offering from the loft

How old is Grandpa?

ne evening a grandson was

O talking to his grandfather

about current events. He

asked what he thought about

the shootings at schools, the computer
age and just things in general.

The granddad replied, and I quote:

“Well, let me think a minute. I was
born before television, penicillin, polio
shots, frozen foods, Xerox, contact
lenses, Frisbees and The Pill. There
was no radar, credit cards, laser
beams or ballpoint pens. Man had not
invented pantyhose, air conditioners,
dishwashers, clothes dryers — well,
the clothes were hung out to dry in the
fresh air — and man hadn’t yet
walked on the moon.

“Your grandmother and I got mar-
ried first and then lived together.
Every family had a father and a moth-
er, and every boy over 14 had a rifle
that his dad taught him how to use
and respect. Until I was 25, I called
every man older than I, ‘Sir,’ and after
I turned 25, I still called a policeman
and every man with a title, ‘Sir.’

“SBundays were set aside for going to
church as a family, helping those in
need and visiting with family or neigh-
bors. We were before gay rights, com-
puter dating, dual careers, daycare
centers and group therapy.

“Our lives were governed by the Ten
Commandments, good judgment and
common sense. We were taught to
know the difference between right and
wrong and to stand up and take
responsibility for our actions.

“Serving your country was a privi-
lege; living here was a bigger privi-
lege. We thought fast food was what
people ate during Lent. Having a
meaningful relationship meant get-
ting along with your cousins. Draft
dodgers were people who closed their
front doors when the evening breeze

started.

“Timesharing meant time the family
spent together in the evenings and
weekends, not purchasing condomini-
‘ums, We never heard of FM radios,
tape decks, CDs, electric typewriters,
yogurt or guys wearing earrings. We
listened to the big bands, Jack Benny
and the presidents’ speeches on our
radios.

“And I don’t ever remember any kid
blowing his brains out listening to
Tommy Dorsey. If you saw anything
with ‘Made in Japan’on it, it was junk.
The term ‘making out’ referred to how
you did on your school exam.

“Pizza Hut, McDonald’s and instant
coffee were unheard of. We had five-
and-10-cent stores where you actually
could buy things for 5 and 10 cents. Ice
cream cones, phone calls, rides on a
streetcar and a Pepsi were all a nickel.
And if you didn’t want to splurge, you
could spend your nickel on enough

. stamps to mail one letter and two

postcards. You could buy a new Chevy
coupe for $600, but who could afford
one? Too bad, because gas was 11 cents
a gallon. ’

“In my day, ‘grass’ was mowed,
‘Coke’ was a cold drink. ‘Pot’ was some-
thing your mother cooked in. “Rock
music’ was your mother’s lullaby.

* ‘Aids’ were helpers in the principal’s

office. ‘Chip’ meant a piece of wood,
‘hardware’ was found in a hardware
store and ‘software’ wasn’t even a
word.

“And we were the last generation to
actually believe that a lady needed a
husband to have a baby.

“No wonder people call us ‘old and
confused’ and say there is a generation
gap. How old do you think I am?”

Answer: This man would be only 59
years old.

— Anonymous
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Ideas for parent(s):

where they do not.

munity has to offer.

them.

being friendly.

reserved.

Ideas for young people:

1. When your parents attend community meetings or events, go with them.
This will give other adults a more positive perception of you.

2. Be polite and respectful toward adults you meet, even if they’re rude to
you. Don’t let them control your behavior.

3. When adults say or do things that make you feel valued, thank them.

4. Ask the media through letters or a call to the editor to feature more pos-
itive stories about teens.

5. Help younger children in your community feel valued by you. Build rela-
tionships with them through volunteering, tutoring, habysitting and just

The Asset Approach

Giving kids what they need to succeed

The Search Institute (www.search-institute.org) has identified 40 building

blocks (or assets) that help young people grow up healthy, caring and respon-
sible. Each week the Grosse Pointe News will highlight one “asset” and provide

several ideas to help parents and young people support that “asset” in their
home, school and community.

Asset No. 7: Community values youth: Young person perceives that
adults in the community value youth.

1. Talk to your children about where they feel valued in the community and

2. Encourage your children to get involved in community service.

3. Help create leadership roles for youth in the community. (Are there stu-
dents on the school board? Do students sit on decision-making committees?)

4. Talk to your kids about how your community currently uses resources to
help youth prosper. Sometimes they are not aware of all of the things the com-

5. Affirm and support your children’s friends. Let them know that you value

Adapted from “What Kids Need to Succeed: Proven, Practical Ways to Raise
Good Kids” and “What Teens Need to Succeed: Proven, Practical Ways to Shape
Your Own Future” by Peter L. Benson, Ph.D., Judy Galbraith, M.A., and
Pamela Espeland © 1998. Used with permission from Free Spirit Publishing
Inc., Minneapolis, Minn.; (800) 735-7323; wwuw..freespirit.com. All rights

Letters

Zoning trend

To the Editor:

I could not believe my
eyes when I saw the inap-
propriate size of the new
house being built on the
country club side of
Chalfonte, between Moross
and Cook road.

Most of the houses on the
street are ranch houses.
Now we have a three-story
house the size of an apart-
ment building. This neigh-
borhood is never going to be
the same. .

How could this have been
allowed to happen in Grosse
Pointe Farms? How do the

neighbors feel? I am angry,
sad and fearful because this
could happen anywhere in
the Farms. The city is
unable to oversee what is

“appropriate for new housing

in established neighbor-

hoods because of outdated -

zoning laws and the failure
to anticipate changes in res-
idential construction despite
complaints of neighbors and
other residents.

All of us in Grosse Pointe
Farms are in danger of a
trend that is scarring our
city and destroying our
neighborhoods. We need a
zoning authority or commis-

sion that includes profes-
sional land use experts and
private citizens who have no
conflicts of interest and have
the welfare of the communi-
ty and its citizens as their
primary concern.

Citizens, get involved!
Lobby your city council and
city officials to save our
neighborhoods before it's too
late.

Elaine Hartmann
Grosse Pointe Farms

R

More letters on page 8A
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Finding
fault

A group — about a dozen

women, friends of mine —
got together last Sunday
evening to take advantage of
our once-a-year, five-hour
license iv be criticai, nasty,
petty and mean.

We are 12 women . . . yh .

. of a certain age. We gath-
ered to share a potiuck din-
ner and watch the Academy
Awards ceremony.

It was wonderful.

“He looks terrible.” “She
should cover up those flappy
old arms.” “Hike up your
dress, honey.” “I hate her
hair” “She looks like she
just rolled out of bed and has
a monstrous hangover.” “He
has re-al- !y aged.” “She
iouks ciassy.” “She's wearing
her prom dress.” “He’s stili a
hunk, even though he’s in
his 70s.” “Hair is too red.”
“Too much eye makeup.”
“She’s a size 14, but so was
Marilyn Monroe.” “She’s no

size 14! She's been dieting.”
Every spring, these
women suspend their usual
tolerant, kindly, indulgent,
live-and-let-live attitudes
for one evening in which we
enthusiastically trash a
batch of beautiful, talented
people and eagerly point out
their superficial physical

flaws and fashisn £ 1auzx pas.

That’s what the Academy
Awards cercmony is for.

We watched it together
and we're pretty outspoken.
We're fair too. We trashed
nearly everybody.

There we were, a roomful
of over-50 women, exhibit-
ing a vast variety of figure
flaws, dozens of physical
shortcomings, oodles of fash-
ion and coiffure faux pas
and a multitude of personal-
ity disfunctions. °

We pointed out the short-
comings of strangers who
live 2,000 miles away from
us and work in a profession
about as far removed from
our lives as Mother Teresa’s
was to Saddam Hussein’s.

The closest Hollywood
connection in the whole

———
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group? The youngest son of
one of the women had
worked as a lighting techni-
cian on the set of “A
Beautiful Mind.”

“My job as a gaffer was so
insignificant,” he said, “I'm
not even listed in the cred-
its.”

Never mind our distance
from the world of Oscar
nominees. We criticized
freely. ‘

We zoomed in on all the
bad hair, mostly. Poor cloth-
ing choices ran a close sec-
ond.

What'’s with the unkempt
hair? Most of the women
who attended the ceremony
had rumpled, tousled, friz-

¥So NICE OFYOUTO THROW ANEASIERBONE {-DNI;CHAD”

Visit the Grosse Pointe Dogs website:

p:

Ogs.Keenspace.co

The problem of evil

The problem of evil is the

biggest problem facing the
world today. In the world of

phildsophy, it is the heavi-
est argument against the
existence of a good and lov-
ing God, one who loves the
humans to whom he gave
life, consciousness, feelings,
reasoning ability and the
“gift” of free choice.

The naturalists, who only
believe in the existence of
the objective world, are at
odds with the supernatural-
ists, Who believe in the exis-
tence of the soul, the spirit,
heaven and hell. The argu-
ments go back and forth, in
which each side brings forth
either “evidence” of God’s
goodness or evidence of the
existence of evil.

The religious argue, in
effect, that God didn’t
promise us a rose garden.
The story of creation is that
God made the universe, the
Earth and the Garden of
Eden, but because Adam
and Eve tasted the apple,
they were cast out of the
garden and for their disobe-
dience, all their descen-
dants would know pain and
suffering, shame and work.

The story o of ereation is an

allegory about being a child
and growing up. If you are
good and remain obedient
children, you will be well
taken care of, but if you
want to decide for yourself
what is right and wrong,
you will stumble and fall.
And so what happened is
called The Fall of Man and
Original Sin.

The theologians argue
that God, in His wisdom,
created a complete world,
not an incomplete one, and
that means there has to be
a dark side so that man can
choose between good and
evil. And so He created the
Devil to tempt us, and we
are supposed to be good and
strong, have faith and resist
the Devil’s influence.

And as the joke goes
when we have done wrong,
chosen to do wrong, “The
Devil made me do it.” And
s0 we deny responsibility.

The church fathers
preach that we ultimately
cannot avoid responsibility
for our words and actions,

and se we find ways to be
forgiven and try ever hard-
er to be good. Life experi-
ence teaches us that as
much as we try, we rarely
succeed.

Recent history is full of
horrors. In Nazi Germany,
good Christians, Catholics
and Lutherans turned on
their neighbors and killed
them. Somehow, in spite of
religious education and
church attendance, a whole
nation and a large part of
the European continent
became murderers and col-
laborators. Some clerics
aided and abetted the mass
murder of undesirables and
the escape of Nazi war
criminals to havens in
South America.

To stop the evil influence
of the Axis powers, the

Allies had to dostroy enemy

capitals and unleash the
atomic bomb. After the fas-
cists came the communists,
those who would destroy
our way of life. And now our
enemy is the evil of fanatic
Muslim fundamentalism,
which cannot tolerate
Western civilization's
enlightenment, scientific
development, secularism
and a free way of life that
encourages pluralism and
allows religious choice. The
fanatics cannot abide
Western infidel presence in
the Middle East near their
sacred sites.

Now the concept of evil
has shifted to Al Qacda and
the fanatic religious terror-
ists who think they can
destroy our way of life.
They are operating under
the delusion that if they
topple our towers, we will
quake with fear and crum-
ble.

It is clear the enemy is
evil, and we would like to
think that evil is always
outside of ourselves. But we

know there is evil within.
There was evil in Timothy
McVeigh. There was an evil
influence within Andrea
Yates, who thought she was
delivering her children to
God. The priests who
betrayed their faith and the
respect of parishioners were
evil, as were the bishops
who hid the facts and trans-
ferred them elsewhere,
putting their trust in the
power of faith, prayer and
the grace of God.

The fact is that there is
much more evil that is hid-
den and denied within the
family constellation. The
errors of the priests and
bishops and the suffering of
their victims pale into
insignificance when we con-
sider the evils perpetrated
everyday by parents on
their own children.

There is no end to exam-
ples of fathers molesting
their young children by vio-
lating their bodily bound-
aries, and mothers telling
their daughters they are
ugly, stupid and wicked.

Psvr'}'nafnsl;g lnow thic
from daily experience. We
deal with the effects of evil
‘daily. This is why people
tell me at dinner parties, “I
don’t know how you can
stand having to listen to the
problems people bring you
day after day.”

Somehow, they know.
Victims of abuse are every-
where to be found, across
all sociceconomic, ethnic
and religious lines and
throughout all intellectual
levels.

In order to be helped, our
patients must be open and
honest and tell all the
truth, where otherwise
their world is filled with
lies and denials, and the
evil scars remain buried in
the unconscious, producing
manifold varieties of stress
and incapacity.

The problem of evil is
this: I don’t know how it got
started or whether God had
anything to do with it, but
it is clear that religion is
not the answer; psycho-
analysis is not the answer;
education, politics and the
law do not contain the
answers; prayer is not the

zled hair. Others sported a
rigid waxed and gelled “do”
or a startled, spiky look;
many hairstyles just seemed
stringy or greasy.

Even Helen Hunt, who we
all agreed is generally put
together in a classy, conserv-
ative manner, looked like
she was too busy to keep her
hair appointment. And if
Cameron Diaz actually
showed up for her hair
appointment, she shoutd
demand her money back. J.
Lo overdid the hair exten-
sions. And Uma? ‘Perhaps
her excuse is that she drove
to the awards ceremony on a
motorcycle.

Gwyneth looked like a

raccoon in a give-away T
shirt.

Hitch it up, Jennifer.
Droopy is not attractive.

Tom Cruise looked like he
needed lunch money. Was
Russell Crowe preparing for
a new movie role as a home-
less person?

Joan Rivers was as annoy-
ing as ever. Shc and Michael
Jackson still serve as excel-
lent examples for not mess-
ing with Mother Nature.
Grow up, Joan; get older,
like the rest of us. Maybe
your brain will mature as
well.

Ugly outfits were plentiful
— the guy in the gorilla
jacket; the gowns that were
slashed ton low or stretched
too narrow; the skirt that
was 50 long and full, its
wearer trounced on the hem
as she climbed the stage
steps

We generally approved of
stars who acted and dressed
their ages. Our group
approved of:

¢ Sissy Spacek, for her
unaffected, act-your-age,
naturally classy appearance

Tﬁe -Ed Page !

and demeanor. We think she
even did her own hair. It
looked great. She looked
scrubbed, smooth, nice. Very
L.L. Bean,

» Judi Dench and Maggie
Smith. These women-of-a-
certain-age proved that they
don’t have to pour them-
selves into gowns that are
slit up to here or cut down to
there in order to get noticed.
It's nice to see that age
includes permission to dump
that frantic “Look at Me!”
mindset.

¢ Woody Allen, who actu-
ally looked . . . dapper.

* Renee Zellweger, Will
Smith, Jim Broadbent,
Halle Berry.

s Robert Redford and
Sidney Poitier, just hecause
they're still terrific-looking
hunks who have lived their
lives, apparently, with hon-
esty, courage and a serious
pursuit of excellence in their
chosen crafts: acting and
directing.

Which reminds me, where
were Paul Newman and
Joanne Woodward?

by Ben Burns

Cold shoulder

If you ever thought about
going to Antarctica as an
adventure, you might want
to chat with Marianne
Endicott first for a few tips
on survival.

Endicott, of
the City,
recently
returned
from a three-
week jaunt to
the southern
polar ice cap,
a trip spon-
sored, incon-
gruously, by
the North Hawaiian Hospice
as a fundraiser. She had a
wonderful time and said the
temperatures were in the
30s on the ice once they got
ashore from the cruise ship
aboard Zodiac inflatable
beats.

That brings us to the first
tip: Go during our winter,
which is summer at the
South Pole.

The second tip has to do
with fur seals. If you get in a
male fur seal’s territory, he
Jjust might object. One took a
dislike to Marianne and
started toward her aggres-
sively. So she spread her
arms wide and stood tall to
look like a big penguin and
then as it approached she
clapped sharply and the seal
turned tail. -

Ben Burns

But .don’t turn and run
from a fur seal, Marianne
advises. One over-eager pho-
tographer got too close and
when the fur seal charged,
he ran. The fur seal left him
with 50 stitches in his der-
riere as a memento of his
trip. “They can move fast,”
repoits Mariaiie.

In ancther adventure,
some of the 160 tourists in

answer, and neither is fun-
damentalism or secularism.
Science and the arts give us
insights, but no answers
either.

Evil is part of the human
condition, and there is no
answer except to never stop
{rying to be decent and
rational, humane and civi-
lized, strivings which com-
prise the backbone of alt
civilizations and religions.

We still don’t know why
people do not practice what
they preach, why we cannot
love our neighbors, why the
Golden Rule is not upper-
most in everyone’s mind at
all times, The problem of
evil is a mystery.

Dr. Bloom is a psychia-
trist in Grosse Pointe Park
and clinical associate pro-
fessor of psychiatry at
Wayne State University. He
welcomes comments to his e-
mail address, vbloom@com-
puserve.com, and visitors to
his website, www.victor-
bloom.com

the group rescued a baby fur
seal that was tangled in a
piece of fishing net. They
dropped a parka over its
head and cut the net loose.

Wildlife advice

Marianne’s counsel! about
the seal reminds me of this
apocryphal story I received
on the Internet and I want-
ed to pass it along to all of
you folks planning spring
fly-fishing trips to the Big
Sky country.

“In light of the rising fre-
quency of human-grizzly
bear conflicts, the Montana
Department of Fish and
Game is advising hikers,
hunters and fishermen to
take extra precantions while
in the field. They have
advised that outdoorsmen
wear noisy little bells on
their clothing so as not to
startle the bears.

“They further advise out-
doorsmen to carry pepper
spray with them in case of
an encounter with a bear. It
is alsc a good idea to watch
for fresh signs of bear activi-
ty. Outdoorsmen should rec-
ognize the  difference
between black bear drop-
pings and grizzly bear drop-
pings. Black bear droppings
are smaller and will contain
lots of berries and squirrel
fur. On the other hand, griz-
zly bear droppings have lit-
tle bells in them and smell
like pepper.”

No Elvis

It can now be revealed
after a quarter century of
happy marriage that Dr.
Mark Weber of the Farms
and head of the War
Memorial once played sec-
ond fiddle to the late, great
Elvis Presley when Mark
and his future wife, Judy,
were students on the
Indiana University campus
in Bloomington and The
King was appearing at
Assembly Hall.

It seems that Mark had
arranged to take out this
cute blonde coed only to dis-
cover when the agreed-upon
time arrived there was no
Judy. She had been trying to
reach Mark all day to
reschedule the date, because
a sick friend had given his
Elvis ticket to her, She was
unsuccessful  until  she
reached Assembly Hall and
got on a pay phone with the
noise of thousands of crazy
Elvis fans roaring in the
background.

Mark asked Judy where

she was. “At the Elvis
Presley concert with
Debbie.” Judy exclaimed.

“Jim got sick and couldn't
go, so Debbie offered me the
ticket and could I please
reschedule our date?”

“Stood up for The King,”
Mark reportedly replied.

“No,” said Judy, “I was not
standing him up, because 1
was calling.”

Mark repeated, “Stood up
for the King.”

It was several days before
Mark called Judy again and
asked her out and as they
were sitting on a bench on
the campus, which is one of
the most beautiful in the
nation, Mark asked her
what she looked for in peo-
ple.

Nervous, Judy said she
replied, “I look for a sense of
humor. I really don't trust a
person without a sense of
humor.” To which, Mark
reportedly replied, “I don’t
trust people who eat brus-
sels sprouts.”

Judy said she laughed and
thought, “This could be the
one.” And she is still think-
ing the same thing 25 years
later. The pair celebrated
their Silver Anniversary on
March 19.

And I have to confess,
among all the excellent
meals I've eaten at the War
Memorial, I have never been
served brussels sprouts.

Height
or weight?

Those of you who have
met me know that I am
much taller than the picture
that runs with my column.
I'm 6-foot-9 or taller with
shoes on. So recently when

the roving reporter at the
Grocse Pointe Rotarv Fwod

QR0 IOANNC NCLATY, e

Ollison, of the Park,
announced that my daugh-
ter, Bethany, had given
birth to identical twin
daughters — Amelia Grace
Zottola, 6-2, and Marian
Elise Zottola, 7-2 — Bob
Bashara of the Park
quipped, “Is that height or
weight?”

Can we talk?

Frank Sladen of the
Farms, who is “Mr. Grosse
Pointe” to most of us, had
the honor recently of taking
comic Joan Rivers on a pri-
vate tour of the Edsel &
Eleanor Ford House, where
Frank works as a docent. He
reports she loved the tour
and brought perfume gifts
for the women volunteers at
the historic home. And there
were no off-color remarks.

Ben Burns of the City of
Grosse Pointe is director of
the journalism program at
Wayne State University. He
can be reached at
burnsben@comcast.net or by
phone at (313) 882-2810.

“
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Proud of young

adults

To the Editor:

Good news, great job,
many thanks! What a won-
derful community we live in,
when one weekend can have
as many opportunities.

March 7 through 9 at 8
p.m., Grosse Pointe North
High School presented
“Oklahoma.” What a cast
and crew, what an orchestra,
what marvelous teachers
and parents. This truly is a
fine reptesentation of our
community and young
adults. Outstanding, job
wratl AAann!

On the morning of March
9 we also attended the
Grosse Pointe North High
School hocke) finals against
Davison in Fiint. North won
4-0 in a shutout — what
composure.

Letters

young men and women who
entertained and enlightened
us, they certainly represent
our community in a wonder-

ful manner.
God bless our young

adults!

Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth
Retford

Grosse Pointe Shores

Underage
drinking

To the Editor:

According to a new survey,
68 percent of Americans
have been carded, and the
vast majority (93 percent)
believe that 1.D. checking is
a good or excellent way to
reduce underage drinking.

This survey shows how
seriously Americans take
the issue of underage drink-
ing, and we at Great Lakes

"ucts, are committed to help-

ing retailers and servers in
our area prevent sales to
those under the legal drink-
ing age.

In 2001 alone, we distrib-
uted over 200 I.D. booklets
with color photographs of
driver’s licenses from all 50
states and Canada, to help
servers and sellers of alcohol
beverages effectively identi-
fy those patrons of legal pur-
chase age and stop sales to
minors.

The Check I1.D. nation-
wide poll, conducted for
Anheuser-Busch by the
Data Development Corp.,
reveals that Americans have
witnessed cfforts firsthand
to combat underage drink-
ing. In fact, 65 percent of
those polled have seen some-
one getting carded. Further,
93 percent of American
adults agree that alcohol
retailers should be trained

Busch and its wholesalers
should be involved.

Here at Great Lakes
Beverage, we're involved —
and committed to being part
of the solution in the fight
against underage drinking.
Working together, we all
make a difference.

Richard M. Heilstedt
Great Lakes Beverage
Co.CAand E
Coordinator

Convenient
style

To the Editor:

Oh, so now that Wayne
County Community Cellege
Trustee Mary Ellen
Stempfle is running for state
representative she wants to
publicize how wrong it is for
a $70 million bond issue,

Where was she when we
had to vote on the $32 mil-

before Nov. 6, 2001, I'm sure
the 3,000 voters needed to
kill this millage would have
come from Grosse Pointe.
Representation only when
it is convenient seems to be
Stempfle’s style!
Mary McMann
City of Grosse Pointe

Symphonic

jewel

To the Editor:

1 would like to comment
on the excellent article writ-
ten by Johanna Gilbert that
appeared in the Feb. 21
Grosse Pointe News, “G.P.
Sympheny is worth rour
time.”

The writer, a past presi-
dent of the Grosse Pointe
Symphony Society, shared
her insights regarding the
stature of The Grosge Pointe
Symphony, ably lead by con-
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received Feb. 10 concert at
Christ Church, featuring
Frederic DeHaven, on the
church'’s new organ.

Community symphonies
are to be valued and sup-
ported, as they provide an
arm of the arts that enriches
and uplifts the sou! through
music. The Grosse Pointe
Symphony has reached a
pinnacle of perfermance
level through the dedication
of its leader and members of
the orchestra.

1 know that the loyal audi-
ences who go to the concerts
are well rewarded by their
attendance, but there
should be capacity crowds at
cach concert. The programs
are well planned to please
different discerning tastes.
Families are encouraged to
introduce their children to
symphonic music, and stu-
dents are admitted without
charge to further this goal.

ductor Felix Resnick. She
also reviewed the well-

We as a community

Beverage, the local distribu- to spot fake 1.D.s and 95 per-
should be proud of our

tor of Anheuser-Busch prod- cent believe that Anheuser-

lion millage? If she informed

the community in time See LETTERS, page 11A
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Spec

through May 15, 2002

100 Foot Luxury Charter Yacht on Lake
Looking for
Culinary Staff « Wait Staff
Part-Time Crew

: (18 and over)
f Call now for your appointment Send or fax work history and references to
586 -777-1356
. Infinity Yacht Charters
‘ Stewart Fortrails. Yoc. Attn: Jackie
: 27118 Harper Avenue - St. Clair Shores P.O. Box 525 - St. Clair Shores 43080
between 10 and 11 mile roads fax - 734-697-9287

BP GF Auto service - Biack

DG X
EROSSE

IRISH
COFFEE
BARDGRILL =
Your Hosts: John & Kathy Kennedy

Fatpy Eacter
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— SPECIALITY FOODS —
Every Day Low Prices
Open To The Public
Coffee «Honey Pasta oSauces *Olive Osl
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WWW.NATURENOOK.COM
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Jay C. Perry II

Jay C. Perry II

Grosse Pointe Park resi-
dent Jay C. Perry I1, 76, died
on Friday, March 22, 2002,
at Bon Secours Hospital in
Grosse Pointe.

Mr. Perry was born in
Sandusky, Ohio on May 8,
1925. He spent his life dedi-
cated to the automotive
sales business, working in a
number of metropolitan
Detroit area dealerships
until the 1970s when he
became the dealer principal

at Ed Bailey American
Motors Dealership in Royal
Oak. After selling that prop-
erty, he became the General
Manager of Bill Lee
Oldsmobile in  Mount
Clemens until he retired in
1990.

Following hig retirement,
he was very involved in
Grosse Pointe Park recre-
ational programs and devot-
ed to efforts to assist handi-
capped children.

As a veteran who served
in the United States Navy,
Mr. Perry was an active
member of the American
Legion, the National Rifle
Association and the Grosse
Pointe ‘War Memorial. He
enjoyed liunting, vinlage
cars and played golf in sev-
eral leagues at the Gowanie
Goif Club.

Mr. Perry is survived by
his son Chuck (Brenda)
Perry; three grandchildren;
one great-grandson and sev-
eral cousins. He was prede-
ceased by his wife of 38
years, Annette Perry.

At Mr. Perry’s request, no
public memorial service was
held.

Memorial donations may
be made to Bon Secours
Hospital.

Mary Cobane Rea

Mary Cobane Rea and
her husband Thatcher W.
Rea Jr. would have celebrat-
ed their 49th wedding
anniversary on June 19th,
and Mary’s 75th birthday on
June Tth, had she not died of
natural causes in Sarasoia
Memorial Hospital,
Sarasota, Fla.,, on Sunday,
March 24, 2002.

Mary and Thatcher were
longtime residents of Grosse
Pointe Farms before their
move to Castle Park, Mich.
Their winter residence was
in Siesta Key, Fla.

Mary was a graduate of
Grosse Pointe High School.
She attended the University
of Texas and graduated trom
the University of Michigan.
She taught kindergarten at
Steven T. Mason School for
seven years prior to her
marriage.

A devoted mother and
grandmother, Mary is also
survived by her sons
Thatcher William “Bill”
(Pam Raden) Rea III and
John Clinton (Susan Noble)

_Rea, both of East Grand

Rapids; her daughters
Laura Irene “Lolly” Rea of
Castle Park and Carrie

PCBs continue to endanger the health

When it comes to the
health of Michigan’s chil-
dren, ignorance is not bliss.
Case in point: PCBs, or poly-
chlorinated biphenyls.

Banned from commercial
and industrial use since
1979, PCBs continue to pose
serious threats to the men-
tal and physical health and
development of Michigan
children, reports scientist
Dr. Joseph Jacobson, who
has extensively examined
the links between human
health and PCBs. Known
risks to children include
lowered IQs and a number
of learning disabilities,
according to Dr. Jacobson,
developmental' psychology
professor and chair of psy-
chology at Wayne State
University. .

Bifmingham

in America.

GET YOUR

FRIENDS,
TOGETHER, come walk, raise money, win prizes and have a
fabulous fun-filled day. To register, call the Arthritis
Foundation, Michigan Chapter at 800-968-3030 or check

Jacobson will address
what Michigan residents
can do to protect children
and reduce the risks posed
by PCBs in a special
LocalMotion presentation on
Wednesday, April 10, at 7
p.m. at the Grosse Pointe
War Memorial autidorium.
Jacobson’s address is titled
“Intellectual Impairment in
Michigan Children from
PCB Contaminated
Food.”

The LocalMotion presen-
tation is the fourth in the
LocalMotiion lecture series,
“Toxic Chemicals in the
Great Lakes Basin ... The
Michigan Story” The pre-
sentation is open to the pub-
lic. Admission is $5. For
more information, call (734}
623-0773.

PCBs were found to have
contaminated the storm
drains and two canals of St.
Clair Shores in late
February. The U.S.
Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) indicated the
concentration of PCBs was
about 33,000 parts per mil-
lion, or 33,000 times larger
than the safety guidelines of
one part per million, rival-
ing the health threat posed
at some of the nation’s infa-
mous “Superfund Sites.”

Searching for the source of
the contamination, EPA and
Michigan authorities report-
ed the PCB appears to have
been dumped intentionally
and illegally into the water
system. Once the contami-
nation can be isolated, the
drain system will be

SUNDAY, APRIL 14
Starting at 9 a.m.

- Join together to
fight Arthritis.
Come walk with us!

Grosse Pointe

THE ARTHRITIS WALK IS THE ARTHRITIS FOUNDATION'S
nationwide team event that raises funds to fight
 arthritis. Walking is a fun and healthy way to team up
with the Arthritis Foundation to make a difference in
the lives of people with arthritis.

¢ 1.5 million people in Michigan have arthritis.
¢ |t is the number one disabling chronic disease

FAMILIES

out our website: www.arthritis.org
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The mission of the Arthritis Foundation is to improve lives through leadership in the
prevention, control and cure of arthritis and related diseases,
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Northville
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Today's Hits &
Yasrerday's Favorites
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Obituaries

(John) Sharp of Fort Mill, S.

.; six grandchildren; her
brother Joseph L. Cobane
and her sister Carol A.
Cobane, both residents of
Grosse Pointe.

A private memorial ser-
vice for the family will be
held on Thursday, July 4,
2002, at Top-O-Pines, Castle
Park.

Emily Ann Scott

Emily Ann Scott, 77, a for-
mer art teacher at Pierce
Middle School in Grosse
Pointe Park and co-founder
of Michigan Blind Sales and
Industries, Inc., died on
Wednesday, March 20, 2002,
at Ciittenton Iospital in
Rochester Hills.

Born Emily Ann Blacha,
in Hamtramck, on Reb. 16,
1925, Mrs. Scott was a long-
time resident of Huntington
Woods until she relocated to
Washington Township in
2001.

Mrs. Scott earned mas-
ter’s degrees in art educa-
tion and vocational rehabili-
tation from Wayne State
University. In addition to
her work in Grosse Pointe,
she was also an art teacher
in New York and St. Paul,

of children

cleansed of PCBs in coming
months, officials
reported.

An industrial pollutant

DD
oI

Minn. before her retirement
in 1977.

In 1945, she joined her

late husband, John E. Scott,
in founding the janitorial
supply firm, Michigan Blind
Sales and Industries Inc. of
Highland Park.
..... Seott was a life mem-
ber of the Wayne State
University Alumni
Association and also active
in Pi Lamda Theta, a retired
teachers sorority.

lirs. Scott is survived by
her son, Alexander Scott of
Colorado; her daughter,
Emily (Kenpeth) Kort of
Washington Township and
her grandchildren, Kelly
and Miciiael.

The Rev. Pennv Lowes
presided at a funeral service
on March 23, at the A. J.
Desmond and Sons Funeral
Home in Troy. Interment is
at Evergreen Cemetery in
Detroit.

Memorial tributes may be
made to the American
Diabetes Association.

Curtis Andrew

Seichter
Curtis Andrew Seichter,
43, husband of Merrill

Robinson Seichter, died on
Thursday, March 21, 2002,
as the result of injuries sus-
tained in a pedestrian acci-
dent in Bingham Farms.

Mr. Seichter, a resident of
Beverly Hills, was born on

9A

July 20, 1958, in Detroit. A
1976 graduate of Cranbrook
School, he earned his under-
graduate degree at Kenyon
College in Gambier, Ohio in
1980 and received his mas-
ters in business administra-
tion from Columbia
University in 1984.

He was the president of
N.C.0.C. Industries which
splecializes in chemicals and
oil.

Mr. Seichter was a mem-
ber of the Toastmasters
International and the
Birmingham Athletic Club.
He was an avid historian
and a collector of toy sol-
diers. His passion for scuba
diving led him to attain
Master Diver status.

Mr. Seichter is also sur-
vived by his sons Conrad
Seichter and Cameron
Seichter; his parents Frank
S. and Barbara Seichter; his
sister Suzanne Larimer of

Grosse Pointe and his
grandmother Gertrude
Allor.

Arrangements were han-
dled by the A. J. Desmond &
Sons Funeral Home of Royal
Oak. A funeral Mass was
celebrated on March 25, at
the Church of St. Owen in
Bloomfield Hills. Interment
is at Holy Sepulchre
Cemetery in Southfield.

Memorial contributions
may be made to Kenyon
College, College Relations
Building, Gambier, Ohio
43022.

once commonly used in the
production of electrical
transformers, PCBs contin-
ve to circulate in measur-
able quantities throughout
Michigan, resulting in sig-
nificant and enduring prob-
lems for children, Jacobson
reports. Researching the
impact of PCBs on the
health of Michigan children
over 20 years, Jacobson
studied the ways PCBs pass
from the pregnant mother to
the fetus, where they influ-
ence the baby’s develop-
ment.

Obituary Guidelines

account of an individual's

paper style preferences.

See PCBs, page 10A

The deadline for submitting obituaries is 3 p.m. on the
Monday prior to the Thursday publication.
An obituary, unlike a eulogy, is a brief, tactual, biographical

rialinterment information. The Grosse Pointe News and The
Connection provide a form for obituary information and all
prewritten submissions will be edited for content and news-

Please limit written obituaries to 300 words.

The feeg are $100 for placement in the Grosse Pointe News
or $50 for placemant in The Connectlon. Only funeral homes
will be billed. Family or individual submissions must be paid
prior to publication. They can be paid by check, Master Card,
Visa or cash. Receipts are available upon request.

Color or black and white, 35 mm or high-resolution digital
(.JPG format) photographs may be submitted for publication.
For additional information, call (313) 343-5597.

life and includes memo-
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Breaking glass
& enterin

A Grosse Pointe Park pub-
lic safety officer turned a 36-
year-old man over tn the
City of Grosse Pointe public
safety department after
watching him break into a
storefront in the 16800 block
of Kercheval around 10:20
p.m. on Monday, March 18.

The man, whose last
known address was in St.
Clair Shores, got into the
store by breaking a window
with a screwdriver. When he
was searched, officers found
he had seven packs of ciga-
rettes and the screwdriver.
The wan was also given first
aid for several cuts on his
hands from broken glass.

City Municipal Judge
Russel Ethridge set the
man’s bond at $150,000. He
remains in the Wayne
County Jail while awaiting
a preliminary examination
Thursday, March 28, in
Third Circuit Court.

Dodge ‘em
drunken driver

Witnesses saw a 44-year-
old New Baltimore woman
driving northbound on
Cadieux hit two cars shortly
before 11:30 a.m. on
Thursday, March 21.

After getting out of the

- car, the driver was unable to
. stand. She was not injured,
. but did register a 0.27 per-
. cent blood alcohol level.
. The driver was cited for
. causing an accident while
- operating under the influ-
ence of quuor, failure to stop
“and causing vehicle damage
in an accident. She posted
$100 bond and was released
at 2 a.m. the next day.

Energized
suspect

A 27-year-old woman who
was seen taking seven packs
of batteries from a store in
the 18800 block of Kercheval
needed three employees to
hold her down until Grosse

News

Pointe Farms public safety
officers arrived to arrest her
ofi Thursday, March 21,

The employees held her
down after she fought back
at the store manager, who
confronted her as she
attempted to leave the store
without paying for the mer-
chandise.

The Farms public safety
department arrested her for
retail fraud before turning
her over to the Detroit Police
Department for a drug-
related misdemeanor
offense and a felony heroin
offense.

Caught
red-faced

A 17-yeai-old City of
Grosse Pointe male is to
appear in Grosse Pointe
Farms Municipal Court on
charges of operating under
the influence of liquor and
possession of marijuana on
Wednesday, April 3.

The driver was pulled
over for traveling 47 mph on
northbound Moross around
1:30 a.m. on Sunday, March
24. When a public safety
officer pulled him over on
Hercheval, he noticed the
driver’s flushed face, blood-
shot eyes and a strong odor
of intoxicants as well as an
open can of beer in the back
seat of his 1999 white Jeep
Grand Cherokee.

After the driver failed a
series of field sobriety tests
and was arrested, officers
found a lighter and rolling
papers in his pocket and a
pill bottle in the glove com-
partment containing white
pills and suspected marijua-

' na cigarettes.

Overheated

scam

A man who claimed his
gold Chevrolet Blazer was
overheating was apparently
just blowing a bit of smoke
at an employee of a service
station in the 19100 block of
Mack in Grosse Pointe
Farms.

The man pulled into the

G.PN.: 83/21/02 & 03/28/02 -
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SPECIAL NOTICE
HOLIDAY RUBBISH SCHEDULE
for GOOD FRIDAY, MARCH 29, 2002

There will be no residential or commercial rubbish collection
on Good Friday, March 29, 2002,

Residential rubbish regularly scheduled for Friday will be col-
lected on Saturday, March 30, 2002.

Friday’s commercial rubbish collection route will be collected
one day early on Thursday. March 28, 2002.

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

For the

Trust HoneyBaked® ™ = °

station at 2 a.m. on Sunday,
March 24, saying he needed
water for his radiator. The
employee let him use a sink
in a storage room to get

water and he made four or "

five trips between the build-
ing and the car. He returned
at 3:30 a.m. to request the
same favor.

The employee went to the
storage room at 4:30 a.m.
and noticed several empty
boxes in the sink and an
unknown amount of cigars,
chewing tobacco, candies
and chlps missing from the
bLUltﬂb mveuwry

The suspect is described
as a white male between 40
and 50 years old, 5-foot-9-
inches tall, about 180
pounds, with a gray and
brown mullet-type haircut, a
gray and brown mustache
and wearing a blue and gold
jacket and black and white
checkered pants.

- Bonnie Caprarc

Wake up call

On Sunday, March 24, at
12:45 a.m., a Grosse Pointe
Shores public safety officer
found “a highly intoxicated
(male) youth lying on the
sidewalk” on Marter, south
of Roslyn in Grosse Pointe
Woods.

The officer notified his
Woods  colleagues who
frisked the subject, a 15-
year-old Woods resident,
and found three half-empty
pints of vodka in the pockets
of his coat. Officers conduct-
ed a breath test which
revealed a .196 percent
blood alcohol content.

The Woods patrolman,
accompanied by the Shores
officer, drove. the youth
hoine.

“While I was knocking on
the door attemptmg to wake
the parents,” said the Woods
officer, “(the Shores officer)
advised me (the boy) was
vomiting all over the rear
compartment of my scout
car.”

The boy's father came to
the door and agreed to mon-
itor his son the rest of the
night. About  an hour later,

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS

Woods police called the man,
who reported his son was
sleeping.

Officers cited the youth
for breaking curtew and pos-
sessing alcohol.

North detail

In what Grosse Pointe
Woods police call “GPNHS
detail,” officers last week
monitored students loitering
in the area of Wedgewood
and Hidden Lane. The site,
about a block away from
Grosse Pointe North High

Qech '\'\‘

wwwww

a&er-schoo] fistfight a few
weeks ago. So far, every-
thing has been quiet.

LX stolen

Sometime during the
night of Tuesday, March 19-
20, a deep green 1999
Mazda LX was stolen from
outside an apartment com-
plex in the 19800 block of
Vernier in Grosse Pointe
Woods.

Two wanted
men caught

Two Detroit men acting
suspiciously in  Grosse
Pointe Woods were investi-
gated and arrested on
Friday, March 22, at 11:15
a.m.

One of the men was sit-
ting in a car parked in the
19500 block of Mack while
his friend was inside a store
looking around.

The driver, 44, had two
outstanding warrants from
Detroit relating to prostitu-
tion, and a third warrant
from Detroit for a traffic vio-
lation Woods police turned
authontles

The second man, 41, was
wanted for shoplifting in
Grosse Pointe Park and
Hamtrameck. Park authori-
ties took him into custody.

Car thefts

Two vehicles were report-
ed stolen last week in
Grosse Pointe Park.
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On Sunday, March 17,
between 3 and 10 am., a
1996 Dodge Neon was taken
from a municipal parking lot
in the area of Mack and
Somerset.

On Tuesday, March 19,
between the hours of mid-
night and 10:15 a.m., a sil-
ver 2000 Jeep Cherokee was
taken from the area of
Wayburn and Hampton. The
vehicle contained 200 com-
pact discs, the victim told

police.

Foot chase
On Wednesday, March 20,
Grosse Pointe Park police
responding to a report of a
suspicious person came
upon a man allegedly trying
to run off with stolen lawn
equipment. A short foot
chase resulted in an arrest.
The incident happened in
the 500 block of Lakepointe.
— Brad Lindberg

Failed heist

Another vehicle parked in
the lot of a home improve-
ment store in the 20300
block of Kelly was vandal-
ized while its owner was
shopping, Sunday, March
17.

The rear window of the
1995 Ford van was found
smashed out when the
owner returned, though
there was nothing of value
to take from the vehicle.

Don’t blame

Sonny

The owner of a 1995 Buick
Century found his vehicle
missing from the driveway
of his home in the 21400
block of Kingsville just after
midnight, Monday, March
18.

The man contacted the
HW police and filed a report
after first checking with his
son, who 2lso has a set of
keys for the car.

His son was across town
and said he had no idea
where the vehicle was.

Vehicle gutted

A motorist who parked in
the lot of a store in the
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20300 block of Kelly
returned at 7:50 p.m. after
shopping for less than an
hour to find that his vehicle
had been robbed.

A $280 stereo, a $350
amplifier, $500 worth of
clothing, 17 CDs and a bag
full of school books were
taken from the 1989
Mercury Marquis, which
had one of its windows
smashed in.

Police responded and took
a report from the man, not-
ing that the trend of vehicle
robberies in the area is con-
tinuing.

Driveway
hold-up

When a woman who lives
in the 19200 block: of
Rolandale stopped to unload
her groceries, Saturday,
March 23, she was robbed at
gunpoint.

A man approached her
with a blue steel revolwver,
threatening her life and
demanding her purse. The
shocked woman stood in the
driveway while the man
grabbed her purse. Her wal-
let and cell phone spilled
ontv the concrete and her
attacker fled to a nearby
vehicle, driven by another
man, and left the scene.

The woman picked up her
cell phone and contacted the
police.

Out-patient

The elderly owner of a
house in the 18600 block of
Eastwood who is currently
in Ohio under the care of his
daughter received the news
Saturday, March 23, that his
home had been broken into.

‘The man’s neighbor, who
had been looking after the
house, found a rear window
smashed in and the house
ransacked at 9:45 am. He
contacted both the police
and the owner.

It is uncertain if anything
was taken from the unat-
tended house, as the owner
was unable to return from
Ohio to look through the
mess made by the thieves.
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From page 9A

Not immediately apparent
upon birth, the chemical
contamination can result in
changes in a child’s general
1Q level, verbal skills, capac-
ity to pay attention, reading
comprehensicn and physical
coordination. PCB exposure
also has been found to sig-
nificantly affect short-term
memory and problem-solv-

ing skiils. -
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Now we’'ve made it more convenient for you to enjoy
The Authentic HoneyBaked Ham', spiral sliced and

coated with our famous sweet, crunchy glaze.

Visit us at our HoneyBaked Ham' and
HoneyBaked Express” locations listed below.
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15303 Meraman Road (7341 5252994

21190 Southfiekd Road (248) 540- J404 2 Graliot Avenue (586} 775-7900
Sterling Heights

Canton To%nship

1657 CantorrCemter Road at Ford Road 734! 981-70400

Dearborn Heights
25300 Ford Road (3131 274-9600

Detroit
5741 Fenkell (313} 862-8622

Harper Woods ~ Eastland Center
18000 Vernier Road (3133 371-2200

. . Taylor

24871 Hayes 1536} 566- 4700

23143 Eurcka Road (734) 374 2600

Troy

1087 £ast Lang Lake Road 1242 689- M’*)U

HoncyBaked Express. Locations
' Papa Joe's ~ Rochester H s
Road 7

Vic's Market — 8loomfield Hilis
"e 2525 South Rorhester

pioguarh 1248 454-1700 ext
's Market - Brighton

1007 Geand Svel Averibe 5101 225-33006

Buss ‘s - Dexter

3219 groad Street 7745 dZ6-Gond
Busch's - Farmington Hils
2444% Drake Rood (4 ;
Snook's Butcher Shoppe
46% St Whilforet Road gds) s

West Bloomficld
33270 West 14 Mile Road (248 851-2400

8usch's — Saline

S £ Michian Avende (7341 423-0100
Produce Palace - Warren

29200 Dequindre (8 574-3000

2375 ehswiarth Road 733 304 1040
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Long-téfm studies also
found that the IQs of chil-
dren exposed to PCBs were
measured to have fallen by
an average of six points,
Jacecbson reports.  While
affected children may still
fall into the “average” 1Q
range, the exposed children
typically were at the bottom
of the average range; those
who fell toward the bottom
of average would then be
categorized “below average”
in IQ.

The studies reveal PCB-
exposed children may lag
about six months behind in
intellectual development.
The findings indicated PCB
exposure cut across socioeco-
nomic lines. Surprisingly,
the research indicated that
the effects on learning were
stronger and more clearly
deﬁned at age 11 than at age

As the news from St.
Clair Shores indicates,
PCBs continue to pose a

grave threat to the health of .

Michigan’s children,” said
Betsy Dance, executive
director of LocatMotion.
“Dr. Jacobson helped estab-
lish the link between a
child’s intellectual capabili-
ties and his or her exposure
to PCBs. His address will
provide information the peo-
ple of Michigan and the
Great Lakes need to make
sound decisions that help

(Between Fisher & Muir)

...or call 313-882-6900 ext 3
Grand Pﬂze Give Away
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From page 8A

It's a win-win situation!

I join Johanna Gilbert in
singing the praises of the
jewel we have right in “our
own backyard” Ii is a gift
that keeps giving pleasure.
It only remains for those
who have not yet opened it
to give it a try. They, too, will
be enriched and fulfilled.

Dorothy Ignasiak
Grosse Pointe Woods

Marijuana

abuse

To the Editor:

I read with interest Jeff
and Debra Jay’s column in
the March 14 Grosse Pointe
News “Is marijuana harm-
less?”

The column outlined a 17-
point list of horrors and
alleged dangers from mari-
juana, including heart
attacks, brain damage, men-
tal problems, blood pressure
imbalance, decreased sperm
count, parasites, glandular
and immune-system dam-
age and 80 on.

However, they did not cite
any authoritative references
for any of these charges, so

onliirnen  ia
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basically an opinion piece.
That being said, the most
comprehensive and unbi-
ased medical, legal, scientif-
ic and social study of the
marijuana phenomenon in
America is still the Schaffer
Commission Report of 1972.
The commission was created
by President Richard Nixon.
It consisted of prominent
medical and scientific
authorities of the day, as
well as respected

)23 Vivn 3
Pepublicon and Democratic

"Party leaders like Sens.
Harold Hughes and Jacob
Javits and Reps. Paul
Rogers and Tim Lee Carter.

The commission report,
which ultimately recom-
-mended decriminalization of
‘marijuana, was rejected by
President Nixon because it
'did not validate his precon-
“ceived notion that marijua-
na was more dangerous
‘tNdn™ his - ‘favorite drug,
Scotch whisky,

The Schaffer Report
unequivocally stated, “look-
_ing only on the effects on the
individual, there is little
proven danger of physical or
psychological harm from the
experimental or intermit-
tent use of the natural
preparations of cannabis,
including the resinous mix-

nracnuma thain
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tures commonly used in this
country.

_ “The risk of harm lies
instead in heavy, long-term
use of the drug, particulariy
the most poient prepara-
tions. The experimenter and
the intermittent users
develop little or no psycho-
logical dependence on the
drug. No organ injury is
demonstrable.”

The report went on to say
“any psychoactive drug is
potentially harmful to the
individual, depending on the
Intensity, frequency and
Quraniun of use. Marjuana
18 no exception.”

With all due respect for
Mr. and Mrs. Jay’s prohibi-
tionist inclinations, perhaps
a better approach to a
sophisticated audience like
the readers of the Grosse
Pointe News is to forgo the
“reefer madness” spin and
simply say it like it is. That
is, substance abuse prob-
lems in one form or another,
have been around since the
days of Noah, and are likely
to continue into the foresee-
able future.

Persons with substance
abuse difficulties regardless
of whether the drug is legal
or illegal should be able to
gel ihe professivnal heip

they need.
Tim Beck
Detroit
Scofflaw killers
To the Editor:

The Feb. 27, 2002 issue of
the Detroit Free Press con-
tained two stories of tragic
killings, one of a policeman
and the other of a little girl.

The person who killed the
policeman had, in addition
tn nthan nl-\argcs ninn tenffin

violations and suspensions.
Of the two men accused of
killing the little girl, one had
his license suspended eight
times and the other 16
times.

These are only the times
these alleged killers had
been caught breaking the
law, for every time they were
caught they undoubtedly got
away with it many, many
times. -

Isn’t it apparent that
these perpetrators have no
respect for law and order?

The lawyer representing
one alleged killer stated that
people who commit non-
assaultive crimes very sel-
dom go to jail and prison.

In the case of the little
girl, a prosecutor in the
homicide unit stated it is
unusual that neither man

accused in such a major
¢rime has much of a crimi-
nal record. .

People should not be
allowed to commit unlimited
numbers of traffic offenses
without an assurance of
prison time after =z pic-
scribed number of convic-
tions.

It is a certainty that
ignoring warning signs,
without an adequate penal-
ty,  encourages violators to
continue their criminal
behavior and will eventually
lead to far worse conduct.

John Livingstone
Harper Woods

Rednecks are

people, too
To the Editor:

When 1 read Brad
Lindberg’s March 14 “I Say”
column in which he relayed
a list of redneck “jokes” cir-
culating on the Internet, I
was appalled.

In a day and age when we
should be striving for toler-
ance and wunderstanding
among all people, a column
demeaning any group of
people is unacceptable. Had
Mr. Lindberg chosen to
relate “jokes” about women,
African Americans, Jews,
Arabs, Catholies, Poles,
Afghans or any other group
based on race, religion,
national origin, ethnic back-
ground, gender, age, sexual
preference, physical charac-
teristics, income level, intel-
ligence, talent, profession,
residence, ete., I presume
the Grosse Pointe News edi-
tors would have cut the col-
umn immediately.

In light of the Sept. 11
attacks, a responsible paper
such as the Grosse Pointe
News should never be used
as a vehicle to ridicule any
group either intentionally or
inadvertently.

Not only does running this
type of insensitive material
demean Mr. Lindbergs rep-
utation as a journalist, it
also demeans the Grosse
Pointe News' reputation as a
quality newspaper and per-
petrates the stereotype of
Grosse Pointers as effete
bigota.

Miranda H. Ferrara
City of Grosse Pointe

Remembering

our own ‘Babe’

To the Editor:

A short time ago, Grosse
Pointe Farmssand I lost a
very special friend. The
Farm's loss is the fact that
he was a police officer for
close to 30 years. My pro-

found remorse is the fact
that he wae my closest child-
hood friend.

We were both born and
raised in the Farms, attend-
od old Kerby school kinder-
garten through sixth-grade
and on to Grosse Pointe
High, as it was known then.

At dear old Kerby, we
studied, played and, yes,
fought together. Our friend-
ship always remained stead-
fast. The friend I write of
was Arnold Parsons, com-
monly known as “Bahe.”

His athleticism was evi-
dent even in grade school. I
was a pitcher and he was
the catcher on our fast pitch
team, made up of sixth-
graders. We played Defer,
Trombly, Mason and St.
Paul schools. I don’t remem-
ber our ever losing a game.

We ice skated at the
Farms Pier and played a
great many games of lake
hockey where, again, his
natural ability amazed us. If
we were good skaters, he
was excellent! He was soon
playing organized hockey.
He later would receive flat-
tering commentary in the
Detroit paper by the
renowned Jack Adams of the
Red- Wings. At this time,
Babe was playing most of
his hockey at the Windsor
arena.

We cadaied together at
the Country Club for several
years. We gainad the friend-
ship of the club pros, receiv-
ing advice, etc., and after we
became “A-class” caddies,
we were rewarded with
more golf time on the course.

Once more my best friend
showed his abilities. Babe
was soon scoring in the 70s.
As good as some of us were,
he was the best! Babe’s rep-
utation on the golf course
soon spread and he was fre-
club tournaments and win-
ning laurels.

On many weekends, we
worked together at the Hunt
Club, leading polo ponies to
the playing fields and walk-
ing them to ccol them down
between chukkers and, in
addition, we flagged goals.
The games were played at
the Country Club field and
Cook Road field.

in our early teens, we
both attained our senior life-
saving certificates and were
lifeguards at the Farms
Pier. In the fall, we would
hurry home from school to
werk at many of the large
estates when they needed
additional leaf raking help.

Babe and I associated
with a popular group and
enjoyed a lot of the social

~ PET POINTER
OF INTEREST

Gus Gossman

Hometown: Grosse Pointe Woods.

Born: July

14, 1996.

Breed:
American
short hair.

Humans
allowed to
inhabit his
apace: Joan
and Patrick
Gossman.

. Special
friends:
Sally, Marcia,
Cathy and

away).
activities in his backyard.

times and bad times.
Hobbies:

A A Vel

over,

turkey?,” and “Here Gus!”

Cindy (they provide extra TLC when his humans are
Future plans: Supervising the spring nest building
Goal: To provide an abundance of purrs in good

Taste-testing various types of plastic
(indiscretionary dietary habits); visiting with the out-
door cats who come to his deck (Bobtail, Calico, Tuxedo,
and Mrs. Murphy); greeting all of our house guests with
a big meow; sweet-talking (purrs and rubs) his humans
into giving him bites of steak or turkey; curling up in
his bed (or his big stainiess-steel mixing bowl) for a nap;

- A 1, Fonnn tn L ~ A i wevoad e
[- Sy ivy muux.lue A5 VAL LU AAMWL Y Alal QlJLuJAAAE YAV Rada
Favorite words: “Lap time,” “Want a bite of

If you would like to submit your “Pet Pointer of
Interest,” deliver or mail a typed outline and photégraph
to the Grosse Pointe News, 96 Kercheval, Grosse Pointe
Farms, MI 48236; or e-mail to postmaster@grosse
pointenews.com (photos must be high resolution).
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aspects of the Pointes —
sailing on many boats from
the Yacht Club and “Joy’s,”
later named the Crescent
Sail Yacht Cluh We fished,
hunted, vacationed, did it all
together.

Babe was forced to retire
cn a medical disability and
was soon giving private golf
lessons, manufacturing cus-
tom golf clubs, chartering
fishing groups on his boat,
making “Walleye” lures. He
also wrote prose and poetry
and carved decoys. So many
talents, unknown to most.
He was always generous
with his time and assis-
tance.

The man 1 write of,
although he rarely spoke of
it, was a U.S. Navy veteran
of World War I1I. He was a
late enlistee and served a
short hitch. The fact is, how-
ever, he was there to be
counted on and honorably
discharged. He shares the
bond that exists with all vet-

erans. '

One event remains vivid
in my mind and exemplifies
his golf ability. His mother
had relatives in
Peterborough, Canada, and
they were members of the
local country club. She
arranged a golf match with
the club pro. Babe was a
reluctant participant. The
match was played and
although he confided to me
he had partied the night
before and had a splitting
headache, he shot a course
record 68. A plaque with his
name, etc., was placed above
the club bar. It may be there
yet.

So to you, old friend, as
these pages of time and
memories fade, I say, “We
will do it all again, partner,
but you'll hiave to give me a
few more strokes on the
back nine.”

Richard G. Champine
Temperance

BON SECOURS COTTAGE
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EALTH SERVICES
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Your Neighborhood Pathway
to Senior Services...

o %3 Bon Secours Cottage Health Services
J7RZ is proud to offer Seniors TODAY, the
"'f"’c/\ 3 Eastside's most complete range of
senior health and wellness services. The
Seniors TODAY program provides direct
access to the neighborhood-based
support services you need as you,
or your loved ones, grow older.

One call to Seniors TODAY, 888-222-8912, puts you in touch with:

-4

HEALTH SERVICES (Zroniens
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Bon Secours Place at St. Clair Shores, located on
the beautiful Lakeview campus provides assisted living services
to those requiring special attention - an inviting home-away-
from-home with the added support they might need.

Bon Secours Nursing Care Center, provides one of
the best staff-to-patient ratios to ensure expert long- or short-
term attention - all in a coinfortable, homelike environment
on our Lakeview campus near family and friends.

* BoN SECcOuURS COTTAGE

/) -

» Spiritual Care, Respecting the spiritual
path of all people, interfaith and Catholic
services are regularly held at the Assisted Living
Community and the Nursing Care Center,

* Home Care, provides skilled

rursing, personal care and

assistance, social work, angd physical,
occupational and speech therapy
services in the comfort of your home.
¢« Senior Vita! Fithess programs,
available through Community Health
Promotion, offer free or low-cost health
screenings, seminars, and fitness classes.

+ Qutpatient Rehabilitation, at four
convenient Eastside locations, gets you
back on your feet after an

=

i

illness or injury.

* Home Medical
Equipment includes

<
~.

+ Charlotte's Place,

ambulatory aids,
,‘Q\. respiratory equipment

’ and supplies, ostomy
products, nutritional
formulas, and other health care equipment

to promote greater independence

senior day care, provides respite care to meet
the health and social needs of the elderly.

. Yo lesrn more sbout
i_bnbnroomﬁ:“““
physicien referral, call us today:
- 888-222-8912

e
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Future of the Shores parks harks to the past

By Bonnie Caprara
Staff Writer

The future of the Grosse
Pointe Shores parks may
echo to the past.

The 18 resident members
of the Shores Citizens Ad
Hoc Committee for the Park
recently unveiled a draft of
the master plan for the vil-
lage’s parks to the Shores
counci! on Tuesday, March
19.

The committee was
formed 15 months ago to
develop the Sheres’ first for-
mal plan for its Osius Park
and Schroeder-Ford Field
based on the wants and
needs of the residents.

“This is not a site design,”
said Eric Hill of Albert Kahn
Associates, who worked with
the committee in developing
the plan. “This is an idea of

what could be in the park in
the next 20 years.”

The plan, dubbed
“Preservation and Renewal,”
would maintain most of the
parks’ existing trees and
leave the tennis courts in
place. It also keeps the more
active areas of the parks to
the north and the more pas-
sive and pastoral areas to
the south.

Highlights of the tentative
master plan for Osius Park

include:

» A new terrace and pool
area, possibly closer to the
water on an elevated plat-
form, separated from the
tennis courts by an alley of
trees.

¢ A splashpad near the

pool area and a new
playacape for young chil-
dren.

¢ A gatehouse at a new
main entrance, which will
allow visitors into the exist-
ing parking lot and a drive-
way, which leads to a new
parking lot along the south-
ern end of the park to allow
easier access to the marina.
The new location of the gate-
house will provide height-
ened security for the park.

* An open green area off
the harbor with an
amphitheater area blocked
by a curved wall by the drive
along Lakeshore, which will
lead to the new south park-
ing lot. Picnic pavilions and
a volleyball court would be
built along the marina

Grosse Pointe Shores paves
the way for a new boardwalk

By Bonnle Caprara
Staff Writer

The view of Lake St. Clair
will become a little nicer for
Grosse Pointe Shores resi-
dents.

Construction will begin as
soon as weather permits on
a quarter-mile long board-
walk along the eastern
shore of Osius Park. The
new boardwalk, made of a
10-foot-wide washed aggre-
gate walkway surrounded
by a wood railing and land-
scaping, will replace the
jagged shoreline of chunks
of broken concrete. Three
outlook decks will allow
walkers to step aside and
enjoy a view of the lake.

“This is the most beautiful
part of the park,” said
Councilman Dr. Brian Hunt.

“It’s unsightly now, but
we're going to make it more
usable.”

The boardwalk has been a
project of the Grosse Pointe
Shores Improvement
Foundation for the last few
years. The foundation is
funding $183,000 for the
walkway, landscaping and
lighting. The Shores will
contribute $50,000 for infra-
structure needs. Three Cs
Landscaping is donating the
brick pavers and installa-
tion.

About $50,000 of the foun-
dation’s funding will come
from the sale of commemo-
rative brick pavers, which
will be set in the approaches
to the outlooks. One-square-
foot pavers are $500, six-by-

The purpose of the survey will

date, time, and place of the meeting.

Public Notice
The Joint Commission on Accreditation of Heaithcare Organizations will
conduct an accreditation survey of Bon Secours Cottage Health Services
on April 15-19, 2002. Bon Secours Cottage Home Care and Bon Secours
Cottage Home Medical (DME) will be surveyed April 23 and 24, 2002.

compliance with nationally established Joint Commission standards. The
survey results will be used to determine whether, and the conditions
under which, accreditation should be awarded the organization.

Joint Commission standards deal with organizational quality of care
issues and the safety of the environment in which care is provided.
Anyone believing that he or she has pertinent and valid information about
such matters may request a Public Information Interview with the Joint
Commissions field representatives at the time of the survey. Information
presented at the interview will be carefully evaluated for relevance to the
accreditation process. Requests for a public information interview must
be made in writing and should be sent to the Joint Commission no later
than five working days before the survey begins. The request must also
indicate the nature of the information to be provided at the interview.
Such requests should be addressed to:

Office of Quality Monitoring

Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations
One Renaissance Boulevard
Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181

The Joint Commission will acknowledge such requests in writing or by
telephone and will inform the organization of the request for any
interview. The organization will, in tum, notify the interviewee of the

be to evaluate the organization's

eight-inch pavers are $250
and six-by-six-inch pavers
are $125 ang are available
to order and personalize in
the village office.

The boardwalk is the first
step in implementing the
Shores’ parks myaster plan,
which will be presented for
restdent input on April 23
and 28 and is expected to be
approved by the village
council at its May 28 meet-

ing.

“Eric Hill from Albert
Kahn Associates has given
his blessing to the project,”
Hunt said.

The boardwalk should be
compteted by Memorial Day.

s A new bathhouse, remi-
niscent of the 1915 Albert
Kahn-designed municipai
hall, which would also dou-
ble as an activity center
with a large community
room.

Although voters rejected a
nonbinding referendum for
an activity building in 1999,
Hill contended, “The village
is hungry for community
spaces.”

The plan also calls for a
boardwalk along the eastern
shore of the park, which will
be started as soon as weath-
er permits and should be
completed by Memorial Day.
About $183,000 of the
$243,000 project will be
funded by the Grosse Pointe

The main components of

the Schroeder-Ford Field —

the soccer field, basball dia-
mond and the sledding hill
— will remain in place, but
with a few additions. The
plan suggests including a
paved walking path around
the park, a new playscape
for younger children, a hard
surface play area that could
be flooded in the winter to
serve as an ice rink and a
multipurpose building,
which would serve as a
restroom and warming area.

The plan also suggests
extending the current park-
ing loi adjacent i iae
muncipal building by 60
spaces along Lakeshore and
possibly moving the depart-
ment of public works service

committee

willaen
Vialgl

‘Before the
brings the plan to the
council for approval on May
28, it will present the plan to
residents on April 23 and 28
at the Grosse Pointe War
Memorial.

“We'll listen to the com-
ments of the public, we'll
record them and we'll take
those comments back to the
council and ask them to
approve the plan,” said com-
mitte chair Susan Kopf.

“The committee will not
make any recommendations
ol aly puusing of s pro-
ject,” Hill told the council.
“The bottom line is, this is
your park. You decide how
and when you want to go

Shores Improvement yard to best situate the new about putting this into
Foundation. amenities. place.”

T
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The above illustration highlights the features of a new boardwalk Grosse

Pointe Shores hopes to have in place by Memorial Day. The quarter-mile washed
aggragate walkway will replace the broken concrete which currently lines the

shore.

Shores’ court, council facility gets a redo

By Bonnie Caprara
Staft Writer

The Grosse Pointe Shores
courtroom and council
chamber not only got a deco-
rative facelift, but techno-
logical and functional ones,
too.

The Shores council and
Municipal Court judge took
advantage of the need to
replace furniture after 18
years of use to better suit
their needs.

The new design came
about through ideas from
Shores executive assistant
Angela Kenyon and Grosse
Pointe Township Supervisor
Mary Matuja, who are
familiar with the practical
use of the room. Shores resi-
dent and designer Barb
Cavanaugh worked with
Steve Scott from Aria
Furniture in Troy, who built
a new walnut, maple-
stained and crescent-shaped
table on a raised platform
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for the council and the
judge.

“They wanted to be able to
convert from a courtroom to
a council chamber,” Scott
said.

The former setup in the
courtroom and council
chamber featured a large
conference table.

“The table we had was
nice because the council
members were able to look
at each othqr during meet-
ings, but often the people in
the audience couldn’t see
them,” Kenyon said.

Shores residents Jack
Caldwell and Al Chapin con-
tributed their foresight in
planning the infrastructure
of possible future high-tech
additions.

“In the future, the council
can plug in laptops to see
Powerpoint presentations,”
said village President John
Huetteman III. “We’ll be
able to see plans or show
evidence for courtroom pro-
gf\tli}.xres on a large-screen

“It’s beautiful, it's func-
tional,” said Municipal
Judge Lynne Pierce. “I like
having the platform and I've
always wanted more of a

The new judge’'s bench

use. As Municipal Judge
beautiful, it's functional.”

barrier between me and the
litigants. It’s not a problem
most of the time, but it’s a
good precaution. You never
know what kind of baggage
they’re carrying into the
courtroom.”

A walk-through metal
detector was added to the
court in November. Other
security features such as a
monitor at the public safety

Photos by Bonnie Caprara
and council table in the
recently renovated court and council chamber in the

Grossc Pointc Shores municipal building offers more

functionality and potentional for future high-tech

Lynne Pierce said, “It's

dispatch desk and a panic
button at the president’s
and judge’s chair will be
added in the future.

The Shores also made
changes to wallpaper, paint
and carpeting in November,
replacing salmon tones with
beiges and Air Force blue
and keeping in the spirit of
the room’s 1915 Albert Kahn
architecture.

Shores public safety officer
named MADD ‘lifesaver’

8y Bonnie Caprara

Staff Writer
If you drink and drive in
Grosse Pointe Shores,

chances are, public safety
officer Tony Spina will find
out about it.  pow FreIw

Spina was
one of 33
Waynef@§
County law
enforcement
officers given
the Lifesaver
Award by the

Wayne »
County chap- Spina
ter of
Mothers Against Drunk
Driving (MADD).

“We award it to the person

who has done the most to
. fight the crime of drunken

driving, whether it's by edu-
cating kids in the schools or
making the most arrests,”
said Carol Nalepka of the
Wayne County chapter of
MADD.

Spina was nominated for
the award by Inspector
Stephen Poloni for making
21 of the 98 drunken driving
arrests in the Shores in
2001.

“He was nominated for
the numbers and his aggres-
sive nature in enforcing
speed and OUILs,” Poloni
said. “He's working ‘pretty
hard in those areas.”

“We consider the demo-
graphics and the fact that
we're only about a two-
square-mile community,”

added Public Safety Director
Gary Mitcheil. “That’s pret-
ty intense enforcement.”

Even more impressive is
the fact that Spina is a rela-
tive rookie as a public safety
officer. He joined the depart-
ment in December 2000.
Previously, he served as a
paramedic for eight years
and a firefighter for five
years in other municipali-
ties.

“It's knowing what to look
for: swerving drivers, people
who brake frequently or peo-
ple who speed up or slow
dqwn frequently,” Spina
said. “I had a friend who
was Killed by a drunken dri-
ver five years ago. I don't
k_now if that makes me more
likely to pull them over.”
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G.P. Farms ma

By Bonnle Caprara
Staff Writer

Grosse Pointe Farms may
possibly branch out to other
means of leaf collection this
fall as it weighs its options
between paper bag pickup or
having leaves picked up at

the curbs.

Because of EPA require-
ments which will prohibit
yard waste being disposed of
in plastic bags in the coming
years, the Farms may see a
slight cost reduction in leaf
disposal if it switches to a

paper bag or container dis-
posal method this fall.

“This is the most cost-effi-
ctent method of collection,”
said Farms Department of
Public Works
Superintendent Ken
Beaupre. “For this, we will

1.6 million Michiganians plan
to travel this Easter holiday

AAA Michigan projects 1.6
million Michiganians will
travel during the upcoming
Easter hohday period. The
Auto Club’s survey of 400
state residents found 13 per-
cent took a pleasure trip
over the holiday last year. In
2002, 16 percent said they
are planning an Easter trip
and 40 percent of those said
they will travel by air — a 4-
percentage-peint increase
over last year.

The average trip length
will be nearly eight days,
with Florida the most popu-
lar destination. Ninety-one
percent of respondents said
that current gas prices will
have no effect on their tray-
el plans. Eighty-nine per-
cent of the trips in 2002 will
be more than 100 miles from
home, vs. 94 percent in
2001. In addition, a majority
of Easter travelers in 2002
(82 percent) are heading for
out-of-state destinations, vs.
80 percent last year.

“The data set confirms
that travelers are siowly
returning to the airways as
confidence in the system
grows,” said Larry Dickens,
director of vendor relations
for AAA Travel Agency.
“Interestingly, of those who
said they did not have travel
plans, only 5 percent cited
safety concerns, as opposed
to 11 percent who cited the
economy.”

Michigan travelers’ top

five destinations this spring

(based on 2002 AAA Travel
Agency vacation bookings)
are: 1) Orlando, 2) Miami, 3)

Michigan travelers will go
by vehicle, the survey found.
Heaviest volumes will be on
major arteries heading
south, including 1-75, US-
23, US-27, US-131 and 1-69;
1-75 is closed in both direc-
tions at the Zilwaukee

Bridge — 1-675 is the posted
detour. For the latest con-
struction information, call
(800) AAA MICH anytime,

or visit www.aaamich.com
on the Internet.

To ensure highway safety,
AAA Michigan advises
motorists and passengers to
buckle up. Police now have
the authority to ticket those
who drive unbelted. Avoid
alcohol, take frequent
breaks and stay alert at the
wheel, AAA Michigan adds.

not need any changes in
manpower or equipment.”

But Councilman James
Farquhar Jr. pointed out:
“Warren uses the brown bag
system and they hate it. If
the leaves are wet, they're
heavy and they rot out the
bottom of the bag. If you
drag the bags, they’l! rip.”

The cother option would be
to use tractors equipped
with U-shaped catch sweep-
ers to push Inose leaves into
a chute attachment at the
back end of a garbage truck.
The tractors could be used
for snow removal and other
needs during other times of
the year.

“Unlike vacuum loaders
that work well only when
the leaves are dry, we are
told it makes very little dif-
ference with the broom and
chute method,” Beaupre
said. "As long as the leaves

are not frozen to the ground,
they will push into the chute
and truck.”

However, Beaupre cited
cost as the biggest disadvan-
tage of the loose collection
method.

Collecting bagged leaves
would cost the Farms an
additional $26,600 to pur-
chase paper bags. The
increased cost of collecting
loose leaves in 2002-'03,
which includes buying new
vehicles, equipn and
additional manpower would
run from $150,000 to
$352.000.

“We'd need two additional
tractors,” Beaupre said.
“We'd need three on the road
and one for backup. We'd
also need another garbage
truck, although we had that
many garbage trucks in the
past.”

Beaupre noted that the

ont
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y see sweeping changes in leaf collection

sweeper method was much
more cost-effective than vac-
uum collection.

Mayor Ed Gaffney favored
the sweeper method over the
vacuum method.

“One of the advantages of
sweeping over vacuuming is
the noise level,” Gaffney
said. “The vacuums make a
terrible amount of noise.”

Considering that 20 of the
27 communities that collect

loose leaves which the
Farms DPW surveyed use
the vacuum method,

Councilman Terry Davis
cautioned, “If 83 percont of
the communities pick up
loose leaves with a vacuum
truck, we have to use our
due diligence tc make sure
this is the right choice.”

Discussion on leaf collec-
tion is expected to continue
at the Farms council’s work
session on April 22.

Ay,

Las Vegas, 4) Cancun, and
*5) Ttaly.

Michigan gas prices this
spring are expected to be
slightly lower than during
last year’s holiday period.
Motorists statewide will pay
about $1.25 per gallon {as of
March 11) for self-serve reg-
ular unleaded, down 12
cents per gallon from last
Easter.

AAA Michigan advises air
travelers to plan on
increased airport traffic
between Thursday, March
28, and Monday, April 1.

Tu avuid deiays, travelers
may want to arrange for
someone to drop them off at
the airport. At the new
Detroit Metro Airport, curb-
side check-in is operating for
most  airline  carriers.
Terminal curb fronts are
open, but reserved for active
loading and unloading of
passengers only.
Unattended vehicles at the
curb fronts are prohibited,
and may be ticketed and
towed. Airport management
is recommending that trav-
elers call the airport’s 24-
hour parking hot-line (800}
642-1978 to determine park-
ing status. Or visit the new
Detroit Metro Airport web-
site at
www.thenewmetro.com.

Arriving at the airport at
least two to three hours
before a scheduled flight
should ensure time to find
parking and check baggage
(three to four hours for
international flights).
Passengers must carry
photo identification. Gifts
should not be wrapped —
they may be opened at pas-
senger-screening check-
points. Plan to limit luggage
to two suitcases and one
carry-on bag that fits in an
overhead compartment.
Pack all necessary medica-
tion in carry-on luggage.
Travelers with supplies for
medical conditions (needles
or other sharp objects)
should be prepared to justify
the need for such items with
a prescription and/or letter
from their physician.

Although airports will be
busy, about 55 percent of

b

In bonor of Doctors’ Day, March 30,

we thank our medical staff for their commitment to
medical excellence throughout our 50-year bistory.

celience in health care doesn't just happen. It develops over time on a foundation of vision, values
E:nd progress. Since 1952, the medical staff of St. John Hospital and its founding Sisters of St. Joseph
have shared the vision of caring for our diverse Eastside community. They forged a partnership based on
the Sisters’ mission and values to provide compassionate health care for all patients.

Our physicians’ commitment to medical excellence has led to St. John Hospital’s achievements in
cardiology, oncology, and minimally-invasive surgery. Most recently, our partnership in cardiac care earned
us honors as one of the nation's Top 100 Heart Hospitals®. Our 750-member medical staff and more than
50 medical and surgical speciaities help make us the Eastside’s major medical center and teaching hospital.

We celebrate our partnership past, present and future—TO HEAL. TO SERVE. TOGETHER.

* From a nationwide study by Solucient, an independent health care research company.

STJOHN

Heaith System

e

Hospital 3§
Medical C

www.stjohn.org
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Kerby Elementary School students reach out to charities

By Jennie Miiler
Staff Writer

Last week, a third- and
fourth-grade class at Kerby
Elementary School bought a
water buffalo. Then they
gave it away.

The animal, purchased
with proceeds of a read-a-
thon, was donated to a
Vietnam farming family to
help them harvest four
times as much as they could
by hand.

Students in Matthew
Eszes’ class agreed to partic-
ipate in the read-a-thon and
donate the proceeds to a
charity. Over $1,000 was
raised by these students
after they read books
throughout the entire week-
end.

The money was given to
Heifer International, an
organization that sells cer-
tain kinds of animals to help
struggling families.

In addition to the water
buffalo, the students pur-
chased other animals from
the organization, such as
sheep to produce wool and
provide warm clothes for
children, guinea pigs to help

a family in Peru add protein
to their diet, goats to help a
family in Romania provide
milk for their children and a
flock of chicks to help
Honduran families improve
nutrition and replenish
their land.

The read-a-thon was orga-
nized by parent volunteer
Kathy Gmyrek, who is a
member of a PT'O committee
called Kerby’s Reaching
Out. This committee was
organized by parent volun-
teers Alicia Carlisle and
Betsy Schulte.

“We are looking to teach
these children compassion
and empower them to do

something great,” said
Schulte.
Since Carlisle and Schulte

began working together
with Kerby two years ago,
over 20 parents have volun-
teered their time to assist.

Each parent is set up with
a classroom at the elemen-
tary school and helps to
organize volunteer work or
donations to charities with
the students.

The first donation they
organized was to gather

backpacks filled with school
supplies for children at
Hutchinson’s  School in
Detroit. Carlisle and Schulte
were thrilied with the suc-
cess of this first donation of
75 bags.

Other projects included
making meals for the
MCREST homeless shelter
and working with the
Humane Society. After Sept.
11, 170 teddy bears were col-
lected for children who lost a
parent in the terrorist
attacks.

Last Christmas, some stu-
dents made gift baskets for
scnior citizens involved with
Services for Older Citizens.
The students personally
delivered the gifts to these
individuals at their homes,

“To be acknowledged in-

any way means the world to
these people,” said Sharon
Maier, executive director of
Services for Older Citizens.
“Some of them have no liv-
ing friends or relatives and
we are trying to alleviate
some of the loneliness they
feel.” .

The students’ next pro-
Ject will involve creating pen

Hungry?
his hat.

case, hats.

outside their windows.

David Pingree, a studeat at Trombly Elemen-
tary School, feeds a chickadee with seed from

The birds around the school have been con-
ditioned to eat from human hands and, in this

The first-floor classrooms have bird feeders .

|South student

participates in
speech contest

The Blue Cross Blue
Shield of Michigan chap-
ter of the National
Management Association
recently sponsored the
annual American
Enterprise Speech
Contest. The competition
offers students from
around Metro Detroit
the chance to deliver a
speech and compete for
cash and recognition.

Grosse Pointz South
high school was repre-
sented at the contest by
Charles Scholfield, Jr.,
who participated in the
events on March 19 as
the only freshman.

; —

pals with physically and
mentally disabled children
from the Foundation for
Exceptional Children. The
committee has worked with
this organization in the
past, when students made
“snuggle sacks” with items
inside for each child.

“These kids are able to
build up a friendship with
someone — its the little
things that excite them,”
said Deborah Moffat, pro-
gram director for the
Foundation for Exceptional
Children. “It makes their
day and brightens up their
worid so much.”

The committee is aiso
organizing the development
of *“kindness bags” for
teenagers staying at the
Macomb County Youth
Shelter. These children have
been abused and neglected
and are housed at the shel-
ter until they can find a safe
and comfortable home.

“What’s missing from
these kids is a sense of fam-
ily, normalcy, role models
and positive experiences,”
said Karen Curatolo, super-
visor of the shelter.

B

Three Kerby Elementary

¥ el

School students partici-

pate in the read-a-thon that raised over $1,000. This
is one of the projects organized through Kerby's
Reaching Out, a program which promotes charity
and volunteerism in children.

The “kindness bags” will
be filled with items such as
makeup, playing cards, T
shirts, crafts, toiletries and
Jjournals.

Schulte and Carlisle are
hoping that others will help
expand their program
throughout the community.
Individual teachers and par-
ents can organize similar

Lessons in anger management

By Jason Sweeney
Staff Writer

The balance of love and
hate, fear and curiosity and
the importance of choices
were main points during an
assembly organized by
Harper Woods’ district 32A

Judge Roger LaRose,
Tuesday, March 19.

LaRose, who meets and
works regularly with the
middle school and high
school’s Youth Advisory
Committee, decided to bring
the speakers in to offer stu-
dents a hand during the
toughest decision-making
years of their lives.

Bill Fanfalone, a certified
third-party educator and
road tester, came to speak to
the middle schoolers.

Fanfalone said he was
addressing the brains of the
auditorium full of seventh
and eighth-graders.

“I don’t know your charac-
ter, or your personalities,”
Fanfalone said. “So I'm talk-
ing directly to your brains.”

The hour-long talk cov-
ered the differences between
the left and right brain, and
how opposing sides of the
brain work in making good

and bad decisions when cop-
ing with anger.

He counseled students to
be smarter than the average
bear, and when faced with a
situation to try to think
through it.

“Do something instead of
argue, because it is a waste
of energy and seldom brings
a good conclusion,” he said.

Fanfalone asked students
what they should avoid, and
heard answers like drugs,
alcohol, smoking, guns and
other stock replies.

He told students that
what they need to stay away
from most is reacting poorly
to anger.

The gun, drug or cigarette
is only a tool that they can
use or not use. If they exer-
cise small amounts of self
control they can avoid those
pitfalls, Fanfalone said.

He used the example of
rush-hour traffic, where a
driver has the option of
honking and staring at
someone who cut him off.

He said by remaining
calm and giving the benefit
of the doubt, the situation
_solves itself and no harm is
done.

projects within their own
classrooms and families.
The idea is to promote char-
ity and volunteerism in chil-
dren across the community,
For information on the
projects, charities or how to
organize a gimilar commit-
tee, contact Alicia Carlisle at
(313) 882-7161 or Betsy
Schulte at (313) 884-1094.

Presidential
Scholar

Rebecca Jenzen, a
senior at Grosse Pointe
South High School, has
been named one of the
candidates in the 2002
Presidential Scholars
Program.

The candidates were
seiected from nearly 2.8
million students expect-
ed to graduate from U.S.
high schools in 2002.

Scholars are selected
on the basis of superior
academic and artistic
achievements, leader-
ship qualities, strong

character and involve-
ment in community and
school activities.

Rebecca Jenzen
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DAYTIME PROGRAMMING FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 1 - APRIL 7

TELEVISION FOR THE
WHOLE
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8:30 AM THE S.0.C. SHOW

Guest, Haronath Policherla, MD, Sleep Disorders
Host Fran Schonenberg and her guests discuss topics
and events of particular interest to senior citizens,
Repeated: 11:30PM

9:00 AM VITALITY PLUS

A half-hour aerobics exercise class. Repeated:
Midnight

9:30 AM POSITIVELY POSITIVE

Guest, Dewey Sadka, Dewey Color System and
Wacko Week

Hosts Jeanie McNeil and Liz Aiken - an uplifting hal{-
hour of positive attitudes and ideas. Repsated:
12:30AM (9:30 PM M.W. F. & Sun)

10:00AM  WHO’S IN THE KITCHEN?
Guests, John Chetcuti & Pamela Scort

Host Chuck Kaess cooks with local celebrities.
Repeated: 1 AM, 6:30 PM

10:30AM  WATERCOLOR WORKSHOP
Renowned local artist Carpl LaChiusa demonstrates
watercolor techniques simple enough for beginners,
yet challenging to the experienced artist. Repeated:
1:30 AM, 7:30 PM

11:00AM  THINGS TO DO AT THE WAR
MEMORIAL

Guest, Ginger Hupp, G.P. Theatre Costumes

Bunny Brooks hosts an informative look at what's
happening at the War Memorial. Repeated: 2 AM, §
PM

11:30AM  OUT OF THE ORDINARY...

INTO THE EXTRAORDINARY

Guests, Jond Heinzman 1i, Whistle Schoo!

Host Robert Taylor presents an extraordinary half-hour
of people, places and ideas. Repeated: 2:30 AM (9:30
PM, Tue,, Thur,, Sat.)

12:00 PM THE ECONOMIC CLUB OF
DETROIT

Guest, Richard H. Anderson, CEO, Northwest
Airlines, Inc.

Features nationally known guest speakers discussing
current topics in the business community. Repeated: 3
AM, 10:30 PM

1:00 PM SENIOR MEN'S CLUB

Guest, Roy Pilot, Pharmacist & Author, Sheriock
Holmes

Repeated: 4 AM, 5:30 PM

1:30 PM CONVERSATIONS WITH
COLLECTORS

Ken's Old House, Par I

Host Susan Hartz focuses on local interesting collec-
tions. Repeated: 4:30 AM (8:30 PM, Tue., Thur, Sat.)

2:00 PM THE LEGAL INSIDER

Guest, The Honorable Carl F. Jorbe, G.PP Judge
Hosts local attorneys David Draper and Douglas
Dempsey take an inside look at current legal issues.
Repeated: 5 AM, 6 PM

2:30 PM POINTERS WITH PROST

Guest, Stewart McMillin, Tour Guide

Host John Prost interviews local celebrities about time-
ly topics. Repeated: 5:30 AM, 10 PM

3:00 PM THE EASTSIDE EXAMINER
Guests, Debra Amone & Rana Alsabbagh, MD

Host Julia Keim and guests highlight upcoming local,
non-profit special events. Repeated: 6 AM, 7 PM

3:30 PM
JAMBOREE
Hosts Miss Gloria from the Central Library
and Miss Paula, the Memy Music Maker, offer a
half-hour of stories and music for children.
Repeated: 6:30 AM

4:00 PM VITALITY PLUS

A half-hour of body toning and step/kickboxing
exefcise  class. M/W/F/Sun: Step/kickboxing
Repeated: 7AM (9 PM - M. W.F & Sun.);

Tone 9 PM Tue. Thur. & Sat.

4:30 PM YOUNG VIEW POINTES

Upbeat youth show featuring students reporting on a
variety of educational topics. Repeated: 7:30 AM (8:30
PMM. W.F. & Sun.)

MUSICAL STORYTIME

5:00 PM POINTES OF HORTICULTURE
Spring Flowers

Host borticulturist Jim Farquhar shares tips, gives
advice and interviews local authorities on gardening,
Repeated: 8 AM

N ﬁule subjact to change without notice. Eo« further

information call, 313.881.751+,

— —v—
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On Friday, March 22,
Grosse Pointe South gradu-
ate Maggie Hayes returned
to her alma mater with two
other engineering students
from the University of
Michigan and the solar car
they helped to buiid.

The car, called the M-
Pulse, was the 2001 national
champion in the American
Solar Challenge and placed
third in the World Solar
Challenge in Australia.

The car is run completely
on batteries and is layered
with solar panels to receive
energy frem the sun’s rays.

In the national and inter-
national races, the team was
up against corporations
such as General Motors,
which have a much greater
technical advantage over
the college students.

“They drop millions of dol-
lars and can train their
engineers,” said U-M stu-
dent Jeff Chen. “Its yreat
that we get to compete with
these guys.”

In the world competition,
the M-Pulse team was the
first American team and the
first college team to finish.

The race takes place in
Australia, traveling from
Darwin to Adelaide.

The national race occurs
on Route 66 from Chicago to
Los Angelos. )

Over 600 math, science
and technology students at

By Jason Sweeney
Staff Writer

Students opting for light
course loads, colleges frown-
ing upon seniors’ work and
low interest in AP courses
have resulted in tightening
the graduation require-
ments at Harper Woods
high.

Principal James Hesse
| spoke about the changes
before the Harper Woods
school board at its meeting
Tuesday, March 19.

Hesse explained that
- -"under the current require-

bly receive enough credit
during their first. three
years to only need one class
for graduation.

This, he said, has led to
students choosing intention-
ally simple courses for their
8 final year instead of chal-

“{lenging themselves to pre-
i pare for college,

. 'The most obvious down-
fall of the trend, according to
several board members and
. Hesse, was that many
advanced placement classes

had t5 be canceled due io

¢ lack of enrollment. ]

s The' new requirements

g include a fourth year of
b English, a full year of fine -
j arts and’an additional half
t year of computer studies.

This will not increase the 22

B credits needed for gradua-

¥ tion, Hesse said. It will just

give the class load more

@ structure.

B Hesse said he believes the

Changes in
Harper Woods

curriculum

¢ Four years of English
are required (currently
g [three). '
¥] * One credit require-
ment in fine arts (currently
none).

B8 °* One credit require-
k| ment in computer applica-

{tion (currently 1/2 credit).

4 ¢ Rand will be the only

fzero hour class, with others

f being rescheduled for later

in the school day.

¢ A mandatory six-class
schedule for all students
will put every student in
class for the entire school
day. The only students to
have seven hours will be
those in band.

. Participation in
marching band will no
onger be a prerequisite for
e jazz band.
¢ Implementation of the
iNorth Central
JAccreditation board’s
XCareer Pathways system.

ments, seniors could possi- -

South passed by throughout
the day to cateh a glimpse of
the three-foot-high car and
were able to watch a presen-
tation and ask questions of
the engineers.

Students were interested
in the car’s speed, clocked at
77 mph; its weight, 650
pounds; as well as what it’s
like to be inside the car.

According to  Atticus
Flores, one of the U-M stu-
dents, the car was built for
someone 5'10" and 180
pounds.

A driver can only remain
in the car for six hours,
because of the cramped

Maggie Hayes,
of Michigan and

Solar car rides into South

space and the fact that it is
150 degrees inside while dri-
ving.

Some 150 students at U-M
are a part of the solar car
team, whose mission is to
demonstrate the potential of
alternative energy.

“Solar power is a viable
source of energy,” said
Flores.

. University of Michigan
has been constructing and
racing solar cars since 1989.

The next race will take
place in 2003, and the uni-
versity will be represented
by its new car, the

Spectrum.

Photo by Mark Davids

engineering student at University
2000 graduate of Grosse Pointe

South and fellow student Jeff Chen present their
champion solar car to South students on March 22.

The car placed first in the American Solar
and third in the World Solar Challenge.

Harper Woods High raises
graduation requirements

new requirements will
ensure that students will
take. a more serious
approach to their final year
and offer the schools other
benefits.

Redesignation of classes
will make band the only
“zero hour” course. Students
would be limited to 6 cours-
es per semester except those
enrolled in band.

The other “zero hour”
courses, usually held before
the start of the school day,
include drafting, CAD, and
other electives.

They will be moved to
slots later in the day to help
flesh out options in schedul-
ing and reduce the premium
raie paid to teachers for the
early morning classes.

The reworking of the sced-
ule would also allow the
teachers of many elective
courses to use the rest of the
periods in the day to teach
electives at the middle
school level where there is
currently a shortage.

A career pathway system
and a more extensive role of
the counselor in pianning
out the student’s four-year
educational plan at the
school. It will also help stu-
dents meet the require-
ments, which will be in
effect for the graduating
class of 2003.

Challenge

Third-graders at The Grosse Pointe Academy celebrated famous people
in history by choosing figures to research and preparing a report. Each
student then dressed up ic costume to deliver an oral report to the class.

Students train hard for MATHCdUNTS :

The Parcells Middle
School MATHCOUNTS
team placed third in the
Michigan state champi-
onship out of 40 schools
after placing first in the
regional championship.

Ruvani Fonseka finished
sixth and Steve LaRue
placed eleventh out of 400
competitors.

Team members include

Grosse Pointe North
High School was repre-
sented last weekend at the
MSBOA State Solo and
Ensemble Festival held at
Farmington Harrison
High School.

A record number of
North students took home
a total of seven second-
place medals and twelve
first-place medals.

The following students
received second-place
medals: Bridget Brosnan,
Marta  Acsadi, Kate
Dervishi, Carly Hanna,
Andrea Sheridan, Ben
Lupo, Andrew Ferworn,
Roy Lucier, Derek

Trombley and Maria

Solo and ensemble finalists

Salciccioli.

The following students
received first-place
medals: Elly Dolinski,
Katie Longley, dJoseph
Agacinski, Joseph Hong,
Susan  Rhee, Ayesha
Soares, Kristin Longley,
Marta Acsadi, Bridget
Brosnan, Katie Longley,
Thomas Cameron, Kyle
Kwiatkowski and Taryn
Dyle.

Rhee and Acsadi
achieved perfect scores on
their solo performance.

The students are mem-
bers of the North Band or
Orchestra under the direc-
tion of David- Cleveland
and Joe Bauer.

Fonseka, LaRue, Arnav
Moudgit, Benjamin
Wasmuth, Rebecca Rhee,
Amanda Klimczuk, Amanda
Fildes, Matthew Romanelli,
Kathryn Brennan, Daniel

Plouffe and Abhinav
Krishnan.
Students involved in

MATHCOUNTS voluntarily
attend after-school! sessions
to improve their problem-

Career planhing with DECA

Grosse Pointe North and
South high schools sent a
total of 47 students to
Michigan DECAs 56th
annual State Career
Development Coaference
which ran from March 8 to
10 in Dearborn.

This event is the only
opportunity in Michigan
where high school market-
ing leaders can come togeth-
er to prepare for their
careers.

The leaders in the field of
Marketing Education, in
cooperation with marketing
professionals working in
every industry, have

designed these events to &Y

contribute to the develop-
ment of skills necessary for
carcers in marketing, man-

St. Clare of Montefalco Catholic School

U.S. Department of Education Blue Ribbon School of Excellence
We are currendy registering for 2002-2003 Grades K thru 8

Celebrating 75 Years of Academic Excellence

St. Clare of Montefalco is one of 12 Catholic schools nationally
that was awarded the Catholic Schools Jor Tomorrow Innovations
in Technology Award 2001, presented by Todays Catholic Teacher

magazine and the NCEA.

Our diversified programming includes:

*Religious formation *Qutdocr education *Specialized remediation *Diversity Club
*Program for the academically talented *Nurse
*Campus-wide nerwork/interner *Before/a

ry school/development/regular kindergarten
frercare *Drama/chorus

Located at Mack and Quter Drive in Grosse Pointe Park 313-647-3100

Rm o

A Recognized S:hbol of Excellence

BECKY SIMPSON
S'Clas of 1995 » Hillsdale College Class of 1995
LS Middle School Facuity Member & 6th-Cirade Dean

red us

SCOTT SIMPSON

UIS Qlass of 1998 » Hillsdale College Clase of 2001
Flnancial Services Group, Cushman & Wakefield

We were zccus
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classes, iented laculty and unbeatable coliege guidance program wo
ensure Becky and Scotts succes. in cudiegs and heyond
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solving skiils. .

During the summer and’
school breaks, they practice”
for two hours a day at coach”
Alan Silverston’s residence.”
The team has worked withs
Silverston for the past ton

© years. M

The program is intended |
to promote intcrest in math- .
ematics and provide experi-3'
ence with competition.

agement, merchandising.:
and entrepreneurship. .

Of the 2,200 students?
from across the state, 38:
were from South and nine!.
were from North.
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GROSSE POINTE
LEARNJING
“ CENTER -
ALL SUBJECTS K-ADULT

Specialists in Reading & Math
Writing, Science & Study Skills
~ACT » SAT « GRE *+ GED~
GROSSE POINTE
COUNSELING
CENTER’
Individual + Family
& Marital Therapy
Aduits « Adoiescents « Children
Couples = Individuals « Groups
Licensed Therapists
Confidential
Serving the Metro Area

Since 1977
131 Keiieval Ave. G.P.F.
O the Hill)i

|_(313) 343.0836 |

Meet Becky and Scott Simpson . . sister 2nd hother | . University Ligacsi Schaal -
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On a sunny summer
in 2000, a bright blue
‘Tucker four-doer sedan was
parked in front of Tucker's
Café on Depot Street in
Ypsilanti.

dav
Qay

1

calizod his ambition tn nen
caiized his ambition to pro
duce a “completely new”

passenger automobile after
World War II. John Tucker,

grandson of Preston Tucker,

{324

-

Autos

By Richard Wright

operates the Tucker Cafs.

Jweiug u Tucker parked
on the street is unusual.
You are not likely to find
one in a museum or a pri-
vate collection, let alone on
the street.

But if you are going to
see a Tucker on the street,
Ypsilanti is the meost likely
place, as it was the home of
Preston Tucker, the automo-
tive engineer who almost

Only 51 Tuckers were
built before the company
collapsed under attack by
rivals and politicians, so the
cars are rare. But this was-
n’t an original Preston
Tucker Tucker, it was a
remarkable replica built by
Bob and Rob Ida (father
and son) of Morganviile,
N.J. We recently visited
this new Tucker factory in

I
B

.

Mowrnrnuilla
Morganville.

The Idas are known in
the custom car world for
popularizing street rods
based on pre-war Willys
cars.

“In 1987, we built our
first Willys street rod,” Bob
said. “We showed it, and
the street rodders loved it.
It was something different
from all the 32 and '34
Fords.”

Their firm, Ida
Automotive, builds super-
charged Chevy-powered '34
Willys street rods — high-
end, high-tech reds with
custom machined whaoolg
and suspension systems
designed and manufactured
at the Idas’shop. Street-rod
magazines have featured
Ida Willys on numerous
covers,

But Bob Ida and his son
Rob decided to so something
different a fow years ago
and build a replica Tucker
in honor of Bob’s father,
Joseph, who had been a

Tucker

Automotive
Hold that tiger!

Rear view of Ida’s Tucker 4

V-8.

believer in Tucker and his
car.

The Tucker automobile
had many advanced, innov-
ative features, from its fast-
back shape to its swiveling
center headlight and inde-
pendent four-wheel suspen-
sion. Enhanced passenger
safety — or what passed for
it in those days — was ane
of the Tucker’s principal
features. It had a pop-out
windshield, padded dash-
board, and a place where
the front-seat passenger
could crouch in the event of
a collision.

Preston Tucker and his
business associates leased a
former Dodge aircraft plant
in Chicago after the end of
World War II. Fifty-one
Tucker automobiles, which
were designed by Tucker
and Alex Tremulis, were

the company was forced to
go out of business.

The Tucker never went
into full production, but its
design incorporated new
and significant design
trends of that postwar peri-
od — avant-garde styling,
passenger safety, innovative
mechanical features and an
awakening interest in
efforts by small manufac-
turers to capture a share of
the new-car market.

In 1947, Joseph Ida saw
photographs of the new
Tucker Torpedo and was so
taken with the car that he
pooled his savings with his
three brothers to invest in a
Tucker dealership in
Yonkers, N.Y. It would be
called Ida Brothers Tucker.
He hoped that some day his
Young son Robert might
enjoy automobiles and carry

March 28, 2002
Grosse Pointe News

8, powered by a rear-mounted Cadillac Northstar

own son, Rob. But Joseph
Ida never opened his

Tucker dealership. He never
received any cars to sell. In
fact, he never owned a sin-
gle Tucker.

Although the brothers -
lost their investments, they
didn't lose their fajth in
Preston Tucker or his cars.
Joe was outbid trying to
buy a Tucker when the com-
pany was dissolved.

Fifty years later, Bob and
Rob decided to use their
experience from 35 years of
building street rods to build
a Tucker in honor of Joseph
Ida. Ironically, the No. 51
Tucker, last of the run, was
owned by a family friend
who lived several miles
from Ida’s shop. Tucker No.
51, the one Joseph was bid-
ding on and lost out, was
owned and restored by

hand-built in 1948 before
the Tucker Corp. became
embroiled in fraud allega-
tions. Shortly thereafter,

on the Tucker dealership.
Robert did enjoy automeo-

biles and became a car guy,

passing that passion to his

Chick DeLorenzo, a New
Jersey neighbor.

See AUTOS, page 174

Getting a facelift is the Idas’ first Tucker 48. Bob Ida said they are replacing
the plastic bumpers with metal and repairing a blemish on the front fender,
which got banged during a show. Note the luggage space under the hood. Its
Cadillac Northstar V-8 is in the rear.
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Six ways to drive down auto insurance

A few simple steps van go
a surprisingly long way
toward driving down the
cost of your car insurance.

1. Shop around: You may
be surprised to learn that
auto insurance premiums
for the exact same coverage
on the same car can vary
widely (by hundreds of do}-
lars) between different

insurers. A great place to
start  your = search is
Insurance.com, an affiliate
of Fidelity Investments. It
offers quotes from many of
the nation's leading carriers,
At www.insurance.com, it's
easy to get quotes from
many of the nation’s leading
carriers in all 50 states and
the District of Columbia.

2. Increase your
deductible: Sometimes you
can reduce your annual pre-
mium by 10 percent or more
if you increase your
deductible from, say, $250 to
$500. Just make sure you
have the financial resources
to handle the larger
deductible if the time comes.

8. Drive less: If you drive

an off-road dimension.

Very sport coupe

Here's a preview of a new vehicle th
International Auto Show at Cobo Center in January. Saab’s 9-3X concept car
features all-wheel-drive in a low-flying coupe.
stealing a page from Subaru’s book. This is biile

at will bow at the North American

The company appears to be
d as Saab's first vehicle with

less than a certain number
of miles in a year (e.g,
7,500), you may qualify for a
low-mileage discount. If
your insurer offers this dis-
count, try to limit your dri-
ving as much as possible.

4. Buy a low-profile car;
Cars are rated on a risk
scale for auto insurance pur-
poses. In general, sports
cars and other high-perfor-
mance, “flashy” vehicles are
classified as higher risks

because they are comimon
targets for thieves and van-

-dals and because, statisti-

cally, the people who own
them tend to drive more
recklessly.

5. Keep your car in a
garage. Using a garage may
entitle you to a slight | remi-
um reduction.

6. Have safety devices
installed: You may receive
discounts on your insurance
if your car is equipped with

premiums

one or more of the following
opticns: anti-lock brakes,
automatic seat belts, and air
bags.

Anti-theft devices such as
car alarms and tracking sys-
tems may also get you a dis-
count on your insurance
because they reduce the
chances of your car being
stolen or vandalized.

For more information,
visit www.insurance.com.

From page 16A

Bob Ida got permission to
measure and photograph
every square inch of the car.
Because of the rare car’s
value and the risk it would
involve to use the car as a
plug, Ida Automotive had to
re-create the Tucker from
the ground up.

“It took over a year just
to complete the clay model,”
Bob Ida said.

The Tucker was put in a -
jig to obtain exact body
measurements. Data was
entered into a CAD system
to make templates for a
plug for the body mold for
the Tucker replica.

The body panels are
made from resin-infused
plastic, which is rore
durable than fiberglass or
even steel, Ida said. The
taillight housings and the
front and rear grilles are
machined from billet alu-
minum. The fender grilles
are cast from the original
wood patterns and the
bumpers on the prototype
are of the same composite
used for the body but are
vacuum-chrome-plated.

The first Ida-built Tucker
is now in the shop getting
meta] bumpers and having
a few cosmetic repairs made
on the finish, as appear-
ances at shows have result-
ed in a few blemishes.

Following street-rod prac-

10

tice, the chassis is made
with steel rectangular tubes
CNC-machined and welded
by Rob Ida. The front dou-
ble-A-arm suspension,
machined from billet alu-
minum, uses standard
street-rod geometry.

The true Tucker experi- -
ence — or as close as possi-
ble — called for rear-engine
configuration. The Idas
achieved that by dropping
in a complete Cadillac
Northstar front subassem-
bly, engine, transmission
and suspension. It’s not air-
cooled or positioned behind
the rear axle as in the origi-
nal Tucker, but the new,
powerful and reliable drive-
train fits perfectly and
offers modern performance,
Bob Jda said.

shop good?

in a series. What
makes a collision

And, yes, the center head-
light does turn with the
steering.

“We hope to build 50
Tucker 48s,” said Bob Ida.
“Preston Tucker built 51.”

Ida said he builds the
Tucker only on order, not
speculation. With a price
tag of $150,000, sales come
slowly. Ida noted that it's
not uncommon for custom
street rods to sell for a
quarter-million dollars, and
“few will attract the atten-
tion and thumbs up that
the Tucker does.”

But Bob says the whole
experience has been worth-
while even if they never
make another. The proto-
type was completed before
Joe Ida died.

Rating

tis what you'll say about
our work — a "10".

When you need collision
repairs — call us.

“Customer Satisfaction”

What we are known for —

for over 25 years.
We offer pick up and delivery service.
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Last week was a lacklus-
ter week. More down than
up. Volume more institu-
tional than retail.

The Dow drifted 179
points, or 1.7 percent, clos-
ing at 10,427,

With the Dow divisor at
14452124,
General
Electric (GE,
about 37.87)
dropped 2.32
points,
which alone
counted for

16 points of
the Dow's
loss, or
iy By Joseph
percent.
The NAS. Mengden

DAQ Composite ended the
week after a wild ride, losing
17 points, or 0.9 percent,
closing at 1,851.

GE’s drop was caused by
whistle-blower Bill Gross,
chief investment officer of
Pacific Investment
Management Co. (Pimco)
and. the real power to be
reckoned with in the bond
market.

Gross posted his critique
of GE on his Pimeo website,
complaining of GE Capital’s
{the tinance subsidiary of
GE) excessive use of “naked”
Comnmercial  paper (“CE")
and of GE being less than
honest and open with its
investors.

Moody’s Investors Service
later reported that only $31
billion, or 30 percent, of GE’s
outstanding $103 billion CP
was backed by committed
bank lines of credit. GE is
the largest issuer of CP in
the world.

Physically, CP is only a
post-dated  check, not

exceeding 270 days, for the
face amount borrowed.
Investors purchsse CP on a
discounted basis — the
interest due at maturity is
deducted from the face
amount at time of issuance «
s0 the borrower recetves the
net discounted amount.

The issuer of CP, support-
ed by a bank line of credit,
must also pay the bank a
stand-by fee for its Letter of
Credit supporting the CP.
GE, by issuing 70 percent of
its CP on a “naked” basis,
saves this additional stand-
by fee.

Later last week, Gross
sold Pimco’s $1 billion of
GE’s CP but continued to
hold $50 million of GE debt
due in two to eight years.

Gross’ comment about GE
lacking candor related to
GE’s $11 billion bond sale
earlier last week.

Just three days after the
successful =~ sale, GE
announced the filing of a
“Shelf Registration” of $50
billion additional debt to be
sold from time to time.

Other market partici-
pants urged GE in the
future to give better disclo-
sure about funding plans
and strategies for acquisi-
tivns {unding.

]

’Kinky’ accounting

Money magazine (April
2002) devotes a special arti-
cle to describe ‘“kinky
accounting tricks” that
might pass the GAAP mag-
nifying glass.

Three “kinky” categories
(described in too much detail
for a family newspaper) are:
1) Special Purpose Entities

Business
Lethargic stock market infected by spri

Let’s talk...STOCKS
]

(SPE), a la Enron; 2)
Synthetic Leases; and 3)
Securitizations. All three
techniques are used to move
assets and debt off the bal-
ance sheet while still main-
taining “control.”

1) The trick with SPEs is
to create one with a mini-
mum outside investment of
3 percent, while claiming
that the sponsor’s 97 per-
cent is not ownership for
accounting purposes.
Congress is sure to tighten
up these Enron loopholes.

2) Did you know that
there are two kinds of leas-
es?:

A) Under the
Operating Lease for your
company car, the rental
company owns the car
and the debt on the car,
both of which do not
appear on your compa-
ny’s balance sheet. The
monthly rental (lease)
payment is an ordinary
operating .expense by
your company.

B) Synthetic Leases
usually cover property,
such as the home office
building. Under the
lease contract, the leas-
ing company confers cer-
tain ownership benefits
to the tenant. Interest
on debt and depreciation
expenses thus flow
through to the tenant,
but the assets and relat-
ed debt do not appear on
the tenant’s balance
sheet. This causes cer-

tain key performance
measures to increase,
such as return-on-assets
and debt-to-capital
ratios.

Who uses synthetic
leases? Money magazine

points the finger at eBay,
Novell and Cisco
Systems.

Where to find synthet-

e leases? Look ot the

notes to a company’s 10-

K filings. You'll read on
and on and on.

3) Securitizations involve
financial assets, like credit
card receivables or mortgage
portfolio cash flows, that
investors might purchase.
Just put them in a box, tie it
with a ribbon, and you've got
a bond issue ready for sale.

What to look for?
Securitizations of some sub-
prime debt may involve
some seller risk in case of
excessive defaults.

If you want to know if any
offloaded assets might come
back to haunt you, look for
any “triggers” that may

nontiw smAdau doedmdee ol
COCUr undlr tortain aircuim-

stances imposing guaran-
tees or other covenants by
the seller. Good luck!

Bond ratings,

continued

Last week, LTS promised
the names of the last nine
remaining companies that
still sport an “AAA” bond
rating by Moody’s Investors
Service.

Improved tax laws make saving for
retirement easier than ever before

By Lori Z. Bahnmueller

There’s no time like the
present to start or accelerate
retirement savings, thanks
to changes in tax-deferred
retirement savings plans.

With last year’s tax cut
bill, more formally known as
the Economic Growth and
Tax Relief Recenciliation Act
of 2001, you can now invest
more in tax-favored retire-
ment savings plans.

What's more, employers
must accelerate vesting
schedules on any matching
contributions made to plans
in 2002 and beyond. This
ensures employees faster
rights to 100 percent of
employer contributions.

This is especially good
news for employees who
anticipate job or career
changes.

The contribution increas-
es, the biggest ever, will
affect the contribution limits
on several retirement plans
including 401(k) and 403(b)
accounts, SIMPLE and SEP
plans and IRAs, which have
not seen ‘an increment
increase since they were set
in 1981.

Contribution limits are
scheduled to rise in incre-
meuts over the next four to
six years and once they have
been phased in, future
increases will be indexed to
inflation.

¢ Individual Retirement
Accounts (IRAs) and Roth
IRAs: Contribution limits
for both traditional IRAs
and Roth IRAs dramatically
increase, with even higher
limits set for older workers.

The general contribution
limit will be $3,000 for 2002,
up from $2,000. For workers
aged 50 and older, the con-
tribution limit will be
$3,500.

* Employee plans: The
employee contribution limits
for employer-sponsored
retirement plans  also
increase.

The limit for 401(k),
403(b) and 457 plans jumps
to $11,000 in 2002. This is
up from $10,500 in 2001 for
401(k) and 403(b) plans and
$8,500 for 457 plans.

The limits for 401(k) and
+401(b) plans will continue to
go up in $1,000 increments
each year until maxing out
at $15,000 in 2006.

Workers age 50 and older
will generally be eligible to
contribute $1,000 more than
the regular limit in 2002.

* SIMPLE plans: The con-
tribation limit for SIMPLE
plans, offered by employers
with fewer than 100 emplay-
ees, increases to $7,000 —
$7,500 for workers over age
50 — from $6,500 in 2001.

¢ Self-employed retire-
ment plans: The contribu-

NEED
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tion limit for self-employed
Keogh and  Simplified
Employee Pension (SEP)
plans will also increase.

For defined-contribution
plans, the contribution limit
jumps to $40,000 from
$35,000.

For defined-benefit plans,
the maximum annual pen-
sion benefit that a retiree
can receive increases to
$160,000 from $140,000.

¢ Retirement savings
credit: Lower and moderate
income workers will be eligi-
bie for a new tax credit that
provides a subsidy of 10 to
50 percent of the first $2,000
a year contributed to a
401(k) plan, a 403(b) annu-
ity, SIMPLE or SEP contri-
butions, contributions to a
traditional or Roth IRA, and
to after-tax voluntary contri-
buticns to employee quali-
fied plans.

Joint filers receive the 50
percent credit if their
adjusted gross income is as
much as $30,000.

With an adjusted gross
income of as much as
$50,000, they can still get a
10 percent credit.

Singles can earn as much
as $15,000 for the 50 percent
credit and $25,000 for 10

percent.
To get the most out of the
new changes, consider

investing the maximum in

your 401(k) or 403(b) plan, if
you are eligible for one.

Contributions in 401(k)s
are made with pretax
money, and often employers
will match a portion of what
you put in. If you aren’t eli-
gible for a 401(k), contribute
to whatever retirement plan
your employer makes avail-
able to you, a 403(b), SEP or
SIMPLE.

Like the 401(k), these
plans allow pretax contribu-
tions, and your money grows.
tax-deferred.

Starting this year,
employers must either grant
100 percent vesting after no
more than three years or
adopt this phase-in sched-
ule: 20 percent after two

Bnee sl
vears, 40 porcent after three

years, 60 percent after four
years; 80 percent after five
years and 100 percent after
six years.

The new vesting rules
apply only to contribucions
starting this year.

To find out the optimum
investment plan to meet
your retirement agenda,
contact a personal financial
planner or talk with your
employer’s retirement plan
coordinator.

Lori Z. Bahnmueller is
vice president of Association
Services for the Michigan
Credit Union League.
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It wasn’t that easy. LTS
obtained one computer
printout of 262 companies
with “AAA” ratings, but it
included Federal agencies
(Federal Home Loan Bank),
public
(Tennessee Valley
Authority), overseas entities
(Finland Republic, Asia
Development Bank, etc.)
and tons of securitized
bonds (Chase Credit Card
Master Trust, E*Trade Bank
Mortgage Backed Securities
Trust and Provident Auto
Lease Pass-Thru Trust).

Last Friday, LTS phoned
Jennifer Ablan, the feature
writer at Barron’s who wrote
the article that triggered
this search. But she was out
of town.

The Grosse Pointe Public
Library had the answer: a
February 2002 complete list-
ing of Moody's corporate
bonds, with all ratings from
“AAA” to “C™

Here are the nine “AAA”
companies, with their stocks
listed on NYSE, all “blue
chips,” certified by Moody's

e o G

i |
AL

corporations’
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(listed alphabetically, with
their stock symbols);

1) American International
Group (AIG),

2) Bristol-Myers Squibb
(BMY),

3) Exxon Mobil (XON},

4} General Electric (GE}),

5) Johnson & Johnson
(INJ),

6) Merck (MRK),

7) Pfizer (PFE),

8) Ralston Purina (RAL)
and

9) United Parcel Service
(UPS).

Remémber all hands were
not equal when first issued.
But many bonds lose their
“AAA” halos before maturi-

ty.

Joseph Mengden is a resi-
dent of the City of Grosse
Pointe and former chairman
of First of Michigan. “Let’s
Talk Stocks” is sponsored by
the following Grosse Pointe
investment-related  firms:
John M. Rickel, CPA, PC.;
Rickel & Baun PC;
Investment Counsel Inc. and
A.G. Edwards & Sons Inc,

Business People

Grosse Pointe Farma resident Tom Klippstein has been
elected president of the Detroit Executives Association. The
68-member group of metropolitan Detroit executives is
made up of one representative per industry.

Klippstein is senior vice president of McDonald
Investments in Grosse Pointe Woods.

He has a bachelor's degree from Western Illinois
University. He was a captain in the Army and completed
Airborne-Jumpmaster and Ranger schools.

Grosse Pointe Farms re

sident Judy Caldwell and
-Cindy Miller of the Park have been elected to two-year

terms on the board of directors for the Women’s Economic

Club. ‘

Caldwell is director of Perrin Fordree & Co. Miller is
marketing consultant and gistrict manager for Arbonne

International.

The Woman’s Economic Club has more than 1,200 mem-

bers.

Theros

and training.

Louis Theros has been recognized by the
United States Federal District Court of the
Eastern District of Michigan for his work in
providing pro bono legal services.

He assists low-income individuals in need
of free legal services.

Theros, a recently elected member of the
Grosse Pointe Farms city council, is a part-
ner with the law firm Dickinson Wright. His
practice focuses on management-side
employment and labor litigation, counseling

Dr. Philip Hessburg of Grosse Pointe Park is the first
recipient of the Annual Leadership Award from the Leader

Dogs for the Blind.

Hessburg, a meraber of the senior staff at Grosse Pointe
Ophthalmoelogy/Henry Ford Health System, has been a
longtime supporter of Leader Dogs for the Blind.

He is president of the Michigan Ophthalmological Society
and a founding member of the Board of Directors of the
Outpatient Ophthaimic Surgery Society.

At Macomb Community College, vice
president of business Charles Thomas
-has been named the 2001 Outstanding
Chief Business Officer for Region 10, which
includes Michigan, Indiana and Qhio.

The award came from the national
Community College Business Officers
Association. Thomas, a resident of Grosse
Pointe Park, has been with Macomb for 25
years. He has an MBA from Wayne State

University.

At Delta Dental Plan of Michigan,
account executive for large market

been appointed
accounts.

Thomas

Jamie Spriet has

Spriet served previously as vice president and HMO
Group Products for Selectcare, where she was also director
of account retention and business development.

She has a master’s of science degree in health care
administration from Central Michigan University. She
belongs to the Economic Club of Detroit and Women’s

Economic Club.

group.

Myers

A resident.

Donald Myers has joined the Detroit
office of the law firm of Miller, Canfield,
Paddock and Stone as an associate in the
litigation and dispute resolution oractice

Before joining the firm, Myers was a law
clerk to the Honorable Lawrence Zatkoff,
chief judge of the United States District
Court for the Eastern District of Michigan.
He also worked as a research attorney for
the Michigan Court of Appeals.
of Grosse Pointe Woods, Myers

belongs to the State Bar of Michigan.

Dr. Tina Turner

has joined Henry Ford Eye Care

Services in Grosse Pointe Park.

Turner has clinical experience in comprehensive eye care,
cataract surgery, medical and surgical treatment of glau-
coma, medical and laser treatment of retinal diseases, and
functional plastic surgery of the eyelids and tear drainage

system.

Turner completed an ophthalmology residency at the
W.K. Kellogg Eye Center at the University of Michigan. She
earned her medical degree from the Baylor College of
Medicine. She lives in Ypsilanti.
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Fast money from tax refund lo

By Lori Z. Bahnmuelier

Patience is a virtue, and
can be a very profitable one
when it comes to personal
finance.

Consider tax refund antic-
ipation loans, or RALs.

Some 11 million taxpayers
are expected to surrender a
cotlective $810 million for an
advance on their 2001 tax
refunds.

The working poor, those
who can least afford the
interest, are paying most of
it. This according to a recent
study by the Consumecr
Federation of American
(CFA) and the National

Consumer Law Center
(NCLC).
“Cash-strapped con-

sumers will pay about $800
miliion in RAL charges
alone to borrow their own
money,” said Jean Ann Fox,
director of consumer protec-
tion for CFA. “Refund antici-
pation loans are extremely
expensive, similar to payday
loans, rent to own, and other

forms of fringe credit.”

RALs are short-term
loans secured by the taxpay-
er's  projected  refund.
Consumers pay three fees to
get an RAL: a fee to a com-
mercial tax preparer for
preparing state and federal
returns, (from $60-$300), a
fee for electronic filing (with
the average fee being $40),
and a loan fee to the lender,
typically set on a sliding
scale based on the amount of
the anticipated refund.

What  the consumer
receives- in hand is the
refund minns the loan fop,
tax.preparation fee and elec-
tronic filing fee. The total
amount of the three fees,
according to the study, can
range from $129 to $429.
This in some cases may be a
third to half or more of the
refund.

So what's the appeal?
Speed and convenience.

In the fast food, electron-
ic-enabled world of “now,”
and “right now,” consumers

eagerly settle for less today
rather than wait tomorrow
for more.

“You get money instantly
— not just fast,” touts one
leading commercial tax
preparation service of its
loan program. “You pay
nothing out-cf-pocket. All
fees for tax preparation,
electronic filing, the loan,
etc. are deducted from your
... refund loan check.”

RALs do expedite receipt
of cash from tax refunds, but
not nearly enough to justify
the amount paid. The RAL
puts o cheek in the com-
sumer’s hand within a day
or two. File electronically
and you'll get your refund in
about 10 days. File by mail,
and it will take six to eight
weeks.

Consumers who are will-
ing to pay what amounts to
triple-digit interest rates are
generally either unaware of
the true cost or have serious
financial problems which
call for counseling. Before

Depreciation: the invisible
cost of vehicle ownership

By Lorl Z. Bahnmueller

When considering the
costs associated with pur-
chasing a new vehicle —
insurance, maintenance,
loan interest — don’t forget
to factor in depreciation.

You won't find it on the
sticker price, nor will you be
billed for it. You may not
even notice it until the time
comes to sell your car.

Still, depreciation can cost
you big money over the
years.

In the first year you own a
new car, the vehicle may
lose 20 percent of its original
value due to depreciation,
according to IntelliChoice,
based .in Campbell, Calif,
which provides consumers
with data about the true
cost of owning cars and
trucks.

By the end of the fifth
year, your vehicle’s value
drops by an average of 35.1
percent.

It’s not only vehicle buyers
who pay the price.
Depreciation also affects the
cost of leasing as well
because leasing payments
are based in part on what a
vehicle will be worth at
lease-end.

The more a vehicle depre-
ciates, the less value it will
have at lease-end.

So, you could lease a vehi-
cle with the same sticker

Turn In Early! oorsover

price as your neighbor’s
leased vehicle but pay a
higher monthly lease pay-
ment if your vehicle depreci-
ates at a faster rate.

You cant stop deprecia-
tion, but you can lessen the
impact it will have on your
wallet.

Here are a few points to
consider from Home &
Family Finance Magazine:

* Some makes and models
depreciate faster than oth-
ers.

Accurately predicting
depreciation is difficult
because so much depends on
a vehicle’s continuing popu-
lar appeal.

But you can get a rough
idea how much your vehicle
will depreciate.

Consult a “blue book” or
other pricing guides to find
out how well previous years’
models have held their
value.

The Credit Union
National . Association
(CUNA) Web site has a
depreciation calculator. Go
to the consumer information
button at
http//www.cuna.org and hit
“calculators.”

* The pace of depreciation
levels off after five years.

Hanging on to a vehicle
for at least that long mini-
mizes the impact of depreci-
ation on the overall cost of

ownership.

¢ It's smart to pick options
that will appeal to the next
buyer.

Vehicles with air condi-
tioning, automatic transmis-
sions, sunroofs, and convert-
ible tops tend to hold their
resale value better. Lesser
known models, “luxury” or
“limited edition” models,
and vehicles with odd colors
or features tend to depreci-
ate faster.

¢ Vehicles that change
dramatically in style from
one year to the next tend to
lose resale value faster. Last
year’s model quickly
becomes outdated and loses
its attraction to potential
buyers.

Choose a vehicle from a
manufacturer that makes
only subtle style changes
each year.

Depreciation can deal a
substantial financial blow to

the owner of a new vehicle.

But it can work to your
advantage if you're in the
market to buy or lease a
used vehicle.

A vehicle model that
depreciates considerably in
its early years may be an
excellent deal as a used car.

Lori Z. Bahnmueller is
vice president of association
services for the Michigan
Credit Union League.

I you have 3 GMAC Izase that cxpires'between May 1, 2002 and September 30, 2002,

you can tars in ynur vehicle early and get into 2 new 2002 €

adiltac today. Come in to Don

Gooley Cadillac to discuss \(our oplions with 2 sales consultant. But hurey, you only have 3 few

weeks fo take advantage o

2002 Seville SLS

Includes: hixury package, premium
package, chrome wheels

Lease Speclals:

GMS $3 99;mo.
| 641 *446)mo.

For 38 Montha, 12,000 mites per yeor

00 eat1 Al reDOIOS 1>

WA 2800 Down. Kcooes, 809, EConsa, mglelronon ond oqu.
deales

this spesial offer!!

Includes: premium
package, comfort/
convenience package,
chrome wheels

Please help us welcome

the new additions to
the Don Gooley
Cadillac family

www.dongooleycadillac.com

a.m, Until 9 p.m.
Tues., Wed., Fri,

Dennis

586/772-8200 - 313/343-5300

D

Open Mon. & Thurs, 8:30

8:30 a.m, Unt 6:00 p.m,

On 9 Mile Just East of 1-94

Lease Specials: .
oms *3 9D mo.
ont 446 ]mo.
For 36 Monihs, 12,000 miles por yeor

Wiih $2175 Down. Taxes, Ble, icense. regishoBion and Odu.
e axths. AN DG 10 deoie.

2002 Deville

Stk #2-464

Stephanie Elliott

Goole
' w@.y

Offers subjec to prior sola AN rebates

to deder Pricing sutject to change
without notice

. NOBOdY CAN MATCH THE MAN WITH THE PATCH

assuming an RAL, consider
your options before surren-
dering more than the cost of
a postage stamp to secure
your refund.

Also, consider whether
you would be able to repay
the RAL (which you are
obligated to do) if the
Internal Revenue Service
(IRS) determines that you
are not entitled to the
refund amount claimed.

For low-income taxpayers,
the IRS offers free tax
preparation services under
the Volunteer Income Tax
“xae;atau\.c ('v'}TA; prograiin.
VITA sites can be found in
community centers,

an

libraries, churches and
retirement homes,

For information on VITA
and Community Outreach
locations and times, contact
the IRS Taxpayer Education
Coordinator at your local
IRS office or call {(800) 829-
1040.

The IRS also lists several
free unline tax preparation
services for eligible taxpay-
ers, based on household
income and need.

Visit www.irs.gov, for a
list of participating compa-
nies.

And linaily, seek fnancial
counseling.

Your credit union or bank

s can be

conctl

A A VAW N T §

is a good place to begin.
Often financial institutions
have staff dedicated to
assisting members on the
road to financial health.
Green Path Debt
Solutions, formerly known
as Consumer Credit
Counseling  Service  of
Michigan, is a nonprofit
organization offering free
counseling. Contact Green
Path tol! free at (800) 550-
1961 or on the Internet at
www.debthelpnow.org.

Lori Z. Bahnmueller is
vice president of association
services for the Michigan
Credit Union League.

Joseph Bogossian of Jo

Improvement Award; Kristi and Eric Thielk of Thi
won the Facade Improvement Award; Toni DiClemente, association presi-
dent. Faircourt Dental won the award for Architectural Improvement.

[
Mack enrichment awards
The annual Enrichment Awards were presented recently at the 25th
Anniversary Dinner meeting of the Grosse Pointe Business and Professional
Association of Mack Avenue. Receiving awards were, from left, Eileen and
who won the Landscaping
elk’'s Mongolian Grill, who

sef’s French Pastry Shop,
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