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SAVE w i t h t h e 
G r o s s e Po in te News! Gentz pleads guilty to murder 

'Bashara offered me money' 

MONDAY, DEC. 31 

• New Year's Eve 
• All local municipal 

offices are closed. 
• Rubbish is delayed a 

day in all Grosse Pointes. 

TUESDAY, JAN. 1 

• Happy new year 
• Grosse Pointe Shores 

residents should check 
water bill for its due date. 

THURSDAY, JAN. 3 

• An American Red 
Cross blood drive is from 
2 to 7:45 p.m. at the 
Grosse Pointe Memorial 
Church. To schedule an 
appointment, call Bryn at 
(313)600-9980. 

PSO leaves 
GROSSE POINTE 
SHORES — One of two 
new public safety officers 
is returning to his previ
ous employment in 
Harper Woods. 

Although his last day 
wi th Grosse Po in te 
Shores corresponds with 
the Mayan prophecy of 
doom, Friday, Dec. 21, 
it's not the end of the 
world. 

The highly-qualified 
officer's departure after 
just a few months doesn't 
represent a costly eco
nomic loss for the 
Shores. 

"We expended very lit
tle funds on him when he 
started," Schulte said. 
"He was triple-trained 
(in police, fire and emer
gency medical service) 
when he came to us. We 
wish him well." 

A search is on for a 
replacement. 

— Brad Lindberg 
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Joe Gentz in court on Friday. 

By Kathy Ryan 
StaffWriter 

DETROIT — "I killed Jane 
B a s h a r a b e c a u s e Bob 
Bashara promised me money 
and threatened to kill me." 

With those chilling words, 
handyman Joe Gentz admit
ted his role in the January 
2012 murder of Grosse 
Pointe Park resident Jane 
Bashara. 

The confession was part of 
a plea deal Gentz and his 
attorney worked out with 
Wayne County prosecutors 
that would allow him to 
plead guilty to second degree 

murder and allow for the dis
missal of a second charge, 
conspiracy to commit mur
der. Gentz had been charged 
with first degree murder and 
conspiracy to commit mur
der, charges that both carry 
a sentence of mandatory life 
in prison without parole if 
convicted. 

Gentz appeared Friday 
before Wayne County Circuit 
Judge Vonda Evans, where 
the following statement was 
entered on his behalf: 

"Bob Bashara offered me 
money to kill his wife. He 
threatened me if I did not kill 
her. I killed Jane Bashara 

because Bob Bashara prom
ised me money and threat
ened to kill me. 

"This happened in Grosse 
Pointe Park, Michigan, on 
January 24, 2012." 

Under the plea deal, Gentz 
will face no less than 17 
years in prison and no more 
than 28. He will be back in 
Evans' courtroom Jan. 29 for 
sentencing. 

The focus may now shift to 
possible charges against Bob 
Bashara in the death of his 
wife. 

Gentz's attorney, Susan 

See GENTZ, page 7A 

Jolly 
day 
indeed 
At Christmas in the 
Woods, Brennan Welch 
met Santa for the very 
first time. . 
Below, Henry Neville 
shows Santa his Frosty 
the Snowman. Frosty is a 
friend, Santa told the 
boy. Neville and his fam
ily are new residents of 
Grosse Pointe Woods, 
moving here from 
Chicago. 

Dressed in her winter paja
mas, Charlotte Curtis asks 
Santa if he likes marshmal-
lows in his cocoa. When 
asked what he enjoys most 
about Christmas, Santa re
plied "All the smiles on the 
children's faces." 

Farms 
utilizes 
system 
By Brad Lindberg 
StaffWriter 

GROSSE POINTE SHORES AND 
FARMS — It's rare to see a crime 
alert fbr Grosse Pointe Shores on 
Nixle.com, an Internet site for official 
public safety warnings. 

This is mainly due to the lack of 
imminent danger in the residential 
community. 

The Shores has a Nixie account, 
but it isn't active. 

"The problem with Nixie is you 
have to have a dispatch center to 
post the information in a timely fash
ion," said John Schulte, Shores pub
lic safety director. 

The Shores closed its in-house 

See FARMS, page 7A 

City 
questions 
landing 
By Kathy Ryan 
StaffWriter 

GROSSE POINTE WOODS — 
After what appeared to be an unau
thorized landing of its medical 
helicopter, St. John Hospital and 
Medical Center officials said "it was 
a matter of life and death." 

At issue was the landing on the 
north parking lot the afternoon of 
Tuesday, Dec. 18, by a University of 
Michigan survival flight helicopter, 
one that is considerably larger than 
the EC135 model opera ted by 
Superior Air Ground Ambulance 
Services approved last month by the 
Grosse Pointe Woods city council. 

See CITY, page 7A 
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2A NEWS 

A look back at 2012: The Grosse Pointes 
By Brad Lindberg 
StaffWriter 

THE GROSSE POINTES 
— Many articles span the 
individual Grosse Pointes 
to encompass the entire 
community. 

Pointe-wide issues dur
ing 2012 included: 

January 
• A single, all-Grosse 

Pointe public safety dis
patch center could be 
built by next summer. 

A $300,000, 50 percent 
state matching grant for 
construction requires 
approval within two 
months by the five Grosse 
Pointe city councils. 

"Technology being 
what it is today, probably 
means dispatch services 
can be done in a much 
more efficient manner 
than we've done for 
years," said City of 
Grosse Pointe council
man Chris Walsh. 

"One of the obstacles to 
immediately doing a five-
city dispatch was we had 
to build space to accom
modate at least four dis
patchers to operate," 
added Peter Dame, City 
manager. 

February 
• The Grosse Pointes' 

man in Lansing wants to 
kick to the curb a propos
al putting vehicle registra
tion fees in overdrive. 

Across-the-board fee 
increases of 67 percent 
would pay for road 
repairs, but weigh heavi
est on people who drive 
the least, according to 
state Rep. Timothy 
Bledsoe, D, City of Grosse 
Pointe. 

"A lot of people on fixed 
income don't drive a lot," 

said Bledsoe, in his sec
ond term. "If this is 
pushed through, the little 
guys will be paying more 
than their share of road 
construction." 
• Bill Rapai, president 

of Grosse Pointe 
Audubon, signs copies of 
his new book, "Kirtland's 
Warbler," published by 
University of Michigan 
Press. 

"There is talk that the 
Kirtland's warbler is 
going to be taken off the 
endangered list," said 
Rapai, of the City of 
Grosse Pointe. 

March 
• Ten paintings repro

duced from the Detroit 
Institute of Arts are hung 
outdoors around the five 
Grosse Pointes as part of 
the m u s e u m ' s 
"Inside | Out" program. 

Each city gets two. 
"The Grosse Pointes is 

one of our major audi
ences," said Graham 
Beal, DIA director. "It 
always has been." 
• Farms officials join 

counterparts from the 
four sister cities in pass
ing a resolution accepting 
grant money to build a 
combined public safety 
dispatch center. 

The Pointes thereby 
qualify for the $300,000 
grant, should separate 
inquiry conclude central
ized dispatch is feasible. 

According to an initial 
study last year, a central 
dispatch would have 
nearly 29 percent less 
operating costs than the 
current set-up. 

April 
• Firefighter layoffs in 

Harper Woods cause af
tershocks in the Grosse 

Pointes. 
Most impacted is 

Grosse Pointe Woods. 
Its public safety offi

cers are being deployed 
automatically to struc
ture fires in Harper 
Woods. 

The cities share roughly 
a 3-mile border. 

"I have a vested interest 
in protecting our borders 
and helping neighbors in 
the short term while they 
work out their issues," 
said Skip Fincham, 
Grosse Pointe Woods 
administrator and former 
public safety director. 

May 
• A charity basketball 

game teaming Grosse 
Pointe and Harper Woods 
public safety officers 
against present and past 
Detroit Lions football 
players is a win-win for 
Services for Older 
Citizens and Grosse 
Pointe-Harper Woods 
Special Olympics. 

Event organizers from 
Fraternal Order of Police 
Lodge 102 present each 
of the two groups $2,500 
checks from proceeds 
raised at the game, 
played before 1,000 peo
ple at Grosse Pointe 
South High School. 

June 
• "Melancholy Woman" 

won't feel so blue when a 
special exhibition honors 
her return this month to 
the Detroit Institute of 
Arts. 

The painting, from 
Picasso's blue period, of 
a down-in-the-dumps 
female prisoner adds 
hometown color to the 
exhibition of Spanish 
masterpieces. 
• All proceeds from the 

THE HEADLINES 

Let it grow. 
Let it grow. 
Let it grow. 
SuperSmart Savings 

1.10* 0.800° 
6-MONTH INTEREST RATE 1 ANNUAL PERCENTAGE YIELD2 

What's with these savings accounts that earn you next to 
nothing? Try a smarter option — a 1.10% savings account 
from Flagstar Bank. 

• On balances up to $10 million 
• No checking account reguired 

Open an account today. 
(800) 642-0039 
flagstar.com/SuperSmart 

Flagstar 
Bank 

11.10% interest rate is accurate as of 12/1/2012. Funds currently 
deposited in accounts at Flagstar Bank are not eligible for 
promotional interest rate. The 1.10% interest rate is guaranteed 
for the first 6 months. The rate after 6 months is a variable 
interest rate and is subject to change. Limit one account per 
customer. Not available for public units. Fees could reduce 
earnings. Offer subject to change or cancellation at any time 
without notice. No minimum deposit to open at a branch; 
$1 to open online. 

2Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 12/1/2012. 
See branch for details. 

Member FDIC 

THE GROSSE POINTES — Community-wide and cultural arts headlines 
during 2012: 

Jan. 5: Savings through shared services | Jan. 19: Rembrandt hours 
extended | Jan. 26: Tiger cubs fan favorites; Tickets on sale Feb. 1 | Feb. 9: 
DIA campaign on streets again; Bledsoe: Down with rate increase | Feb. 
16: Central dispatch on deck | Feb. 23: Bird author signs book; Give a hoot 
| March 1: Santorum a distant second; Recycling deal in works; All about 
art, all about town | March 8: Why, I do declare; Resolution on home stretch; 
SOC scored grant | March 15: DIA gets bargain on Pointe painting; Spanish 
names | March 22: DIA paints the town; Inside | Out spots; Life with cars | 
April 5: The three bears; Taking to the water | April 12: Out to see freight
ers | April 26: Leaving well enough alone; Ash borer: 35 million; everyone 
else, a few hundred | May 3: Tour public art; Detroit Lions play hoops for 
charity | May 10: Green light to tour lighthouse; A beacon in the night | 
May 17: Hazardous waste day set | May 24: Doolittle legacy | May 31: Police 
dog campaign; Charities win the game; Competitive model boat show 
Saturday | June 14: Spanish masterpieces; Otter ups a splash | July 12: 
Clearly surreal | July 19: DIA on the line | July 26: New deal Pointes only; 
Forever fresh; Firing back at fireworks in the Pointes | Aug. 2: Primary elec
tion Tuesday, Aug. 7; B-29 thunders over Michigan | Aug. 9: Above and 
beyond; All-Pointe movie night Aug. 11 | Aug. 16: Final election numbers; 
U.S. and Canada field Superior plan | Aug. 23: Hill racing fest and auction 
next Wednesday; Artist used household tools | Aug. 30: The Navy way | 
Sept. 20: 'Oklahoma!' beyond OK | Sept. 27: Perspective on corn; Theater 
is like family; Honors fallen officer | Oct. 11: House foes debate; Local his
tory authors seek tidbits; Shooting stars | Oct. 18: K-9 campaign would ask 
community to contribute; Mildew has gardeners down; Weather did help 
the cause; Mildew has three types of spores | Oct. 25: Another new float | 
Nov. 1: Pointe GOP influence cut in half; Two vie for new District 1 spot; 
Democratic Club won't support its party's candidate; Repeat campaign; Two 
challenge in District 2 | Nov. 8: Early numbers misleading; Lost mariners 
remembered; Who dunnit? | Nov. 15: Detroit votes count; Banks: Past is 
the past; Donations will help family | Nov. 22: It's parade time!; Friends add 
carriage; Santa is ready for lists; This year's parade entries | Nov. 29: 
Bellwether Claus | Dec. 6: Manet exhibit helps put things in perspective | 
Dec. 20: Shopping with friends; Commission helps departments | Dec. 27: 

—Brad Lindberg 

Grosse Pointe Yacht Club 
2012 Annual Muskie 
Derby on Lake St. Clair 
benefit the Grosse Pointe/ 
Harper Woods chapter of 
the Special Olympics of 
Michigan. 

July 
• Eugene Gargaro, 

chairman of the Detroit 
Institute of Arts and a res
ident of Grosse Pointe 
Shores, lobbies for voters 
to pass a tri-county mill-
age next month ensuring 
the museum's continued 
operation. 

"Companies consider
ing locating in Southeast 
Michigan want to know 
what cultural amenities 
are available to their 
executives, staff, employ
ees and families," said 
Gargaro, retired senior 
executive of Masco Corp. 
"You've got to have cul
ture and arts as a viable 
complement of business." 
• Harper Woods, a 

longtime member of the 
Grosse Pointe-Harper 
Woods police and fire mu
tual aid agreement, is 

omitted from a new, 
beefed-up automatic aid 
covenant ratified by the 
five Grosse Pointes. 

The new arrangement 
instructs participating 
agencies to respond auto
matically to working fires 
in other jurisdictions 
without waiting to be 
summoned by multiple 
alarms. 

"Automatic aid gets 
more equipment and 
manpower on the scene," 
said Skip Fincham, 
Grosse Pointe Woods 
administrator. "You can 
reduce property loss and 
save lives." 
• The sky's the limit for 

fireworks — and its driv
ing some people ballistic. 

"It was like the wild 
west," Farms resident 
Andy Dervan said of the 
July 4 holiday period. 

"I keep hearing them 
pop off," Vito Cusenza, of 
the Shores, said after the 
holiday came and went. 

State Rep. Bledsoe, D, 
City of Grosse Pointe, 
feels the same way. 

He and many other 

Michigan lawmakers 
want to amend the state's 
new, free-wheeling fire
works law, which turned 
out to be more annoying 
in practice than festive on 
paper. 

"At a minimum, we 
need to give municipal 
officials the latitude to 
regulate fireworks more 
than they are given lati
tude in the current bill," 
Bledsoe said. 

August 
• Clark Durant, of 

Grosse Pointe Farms, 
wins the Pointe vote in the 
Republican primary elec
tion for U.S. Senate. 

But, he concedes the 
statewide race to Pete 
Hoekstra. 
• Two-term state Rep. 

Timothy Bledsoe, of the 
City of Grosse Pointe, the 
first Democrat elected to 
speak for the Pointes in 
Lansing, loses a third bid 
for office in the primary 
election. 

Although Bledsoe, a 

See POINTES, page 6A 

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 
Sunday, Dec. 30, 2012,8 and 10 am 

Holy Eucharist 

THE EPIPHANY 
Sunday, Jan. 6, 2013, 8,9 and 11:15am 

Holy Eucharist 

THE EPIPHANY PROCESSION 
4:30 pm 

A service of readings and music celebrating the Manifestation of God in the 
form of Jesus Christ. The Choir of Men and Boys sings. 

61 GROSSE POINTE BLVD., GROSSE POINTE FARMS, MI 48236 • 313.885.4841 
WWW.CHRISTCHURCHGP.ORG 


