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GROSSE POINTE, MICHIGAN

Complete news coverage of all the Pointes

By Kathy Ryan
Staff Writer

DETROIT — There
were more questions
than answers following
Bob Bashara’s latest
court appearance
Thursday, Jan. 9, in
Wayne County Circuit
Court.

The hearing was set for
Judge Vonda Evans to
rule on Bashara’s request
for a laptop computer in
order to review discovery
documents related to his
upcoming trial on the
charge that he murdered
his wife, Jane, in January
#2012

PHOT(

Bob Bashara in Wayne County Circuit Court last

week with attorney Mark Procida.

)BYKATHYRYAN Byt even before Evans
ruled on the computer
issue, she questioned
Bashara’s court
appointed attorney, Mark

Procida, as to why
Bashara has not had
access to several discov-
ery documents, and
expressed concern that a
second attorney assigned
to the case appears to
have been removed.

“This is Mr. Bashara’s
life,” Evans said. “And he
needs somebody to rep-
resent him that will be
able to give the time and
dedication, and I don’t
know if the defender’s
office is in position to do
that.”

Evans said she was
concerned Procida and
Bashara met just once
since a December court
appearance. With a jury
trial date set for March 3
on seven counts related
to his wife’s death,
including first degree

murder and conspiracy to
commit murder, she
questioned whether
Bashara was receiving
adequate legal counsel.

She said if Bashara is
convicted on the murder
charge, he could appeal
on grounds of “ineffec-
tive assistance of coun-
sel.”

Evans noted when
Bashara’s case was first
turned over to the defend-
er’s office, three attor-
neys were assigned to the
case. Now only Procida is
on the case.

“That’s unacceptable,”
Evans said. “I'm con-
cerned with the lack of
preparation. I'm consid-
ering removing you from
the case. All I hear is
excuses, excuses,
excuses.”

Bashara: No laptop, but
may get new attorney

Noting she was “not
happy,” Evans told
Procida, “This is a very
big case. Either you’re
going to do it efficiently,
or you’re not going to do
it.”

Bashara smiled.

“There are several
issues at stake,” Bashara
told Evans. “The
Prosecutor’s Office has
spent close to a million
dollars on this case and
the point is that I don’t
have that same luxury.

That comment brought
a challenge by Assistant
Wayne County Prosecutor
Lisa Lindsey.

“I'd like to correct that
statement,” Lindsey said.
“We have not spent a mil-
lion dollars. We wish we

See LAPTOP page 3A

Woods

outages
continue

By Kathy Ryan
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE WOODS
Frustration levels are high among city
administrators, residents and business
owners following another power outage
that occurred Sunday night in the area
of Mack and Vernier.

The cause of the outage appears to be
an explosion of a DTE Energy trans-
former located on Ridgemont. A fire fol-
lowed the explosion at 4:55 p.m.
Sunday, Jan. 9.

While there is agreement on the cause
of the outage, questions remain as to
why hundreds of residents and busi-
nesses lost power yet again in an area
that has been plagued by outages for at
least a decade.

“The entire grid was out, which was
not supposed to happen because DTE
has told us that the area had been sec-
tionalized and large outages likes this
were not supposed to occur anymore,”
said Woods city administrator, Skip
Fincham. “I'm frustrated that we don’t
have an answer on this.”

As of Tuesday morning, Fincham
hadn’t received response to an e-mail
he sent Monday morning to DTE offi-
cial Kathy Jordan, a regional manager
for Corporate and Government Affairs.

Power went out to about 1,000 cus-
tomers in the area following the explo-
sion, and remained out until about 9:30
p.m. for residents, while power was
restored to businesses about 4 a.m.
Monday morning.

The area in question is referred to as

See WOODS, page 3A
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James and
the Giant Peach

Pierce Middle School presents James and
the Giant Peach at 7 p.m. Friday, Jan. 17 and
1 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 18, at the school audito-
rium, on Kercheval, Grosse Pointe Park.
Tickets are $4 for students and seniors and
$7 for adults. At left, Andrew Fleming as
James with William Glaser, Cate Christinidis
and Maya Petropoulos. Tickets are available
at Posterity A Gallery on Kercheval and at

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

plowing

frustrates

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

THE GROSSE POINTES — Dr. Paul
Giblin is frosted that one of the com-
munity’s main arteries, Jefferson,
was clogged with snow until well af-
ter last week’s the heavy storm.
“Jefferson is a disaster area,” said
Giblin, of the City of Grosse Pointe.

Farms to the intersection of Vernier
in Grosse Pointe Shores, are juris-
dictions of Wayne County, not the

Jefferson through the Grosse
Pointes, plus Lakeshore in the

individual suburbs.

“The county is responsible for
maintaining and plowing county
roads, such as Jefferson and Mack,
not the city,” said Peter Dame, man-
ager of the City.

Yet, as Giblin said, from experi-

See PLOWING, page 3A

OPINION. ; : 5555 smms - 6A
Health ............ 2B
Obituaries . ........ 4B
Classified ads . ... .. 6B
AULOS 50 sums saws s 8B
Sports ............ 1C
SENEOIS «: sous swwss 4C

outh hoops on a roll with two -
big wins. More sports and
school news - Section C.

]
R .
e
T
1 —
TR AT T
o
NN YR D
o
R —
I ——

6 2 6

PHONE: (313) 882-6900

, //////

S~ ’:/

/#

186330 Mack Ave. ¢ Grosse Pointe Farms
Phone: 882-2530 ¢ Fax: £864-8392

Monday to Saturday 8am-8pm ¢ Open Sunday 9am-7pm

www.villagefoodgp.c

///A( £

2 A
POINTE

FITNSS & TRAINING
CENTER

B

A.- BeaGymDog...

www.pointefitness.com

See our ad in this
weeks paper

19556 Harper

(between Moross & Allard)
313-417-9666

Join us online

Appliance & Video
Quality Products...Discount Prices S us
SALES « SERVICE * PARTS

www.sargentappliance.com

GRATIOT STORE
586-791-0560
35950 GRATIOT AVE. * CLINTON TWP.
MACOMB STORE
586-226-2266
20201 HALL ROAD
between Romeo Plank & Card Rd.
ROCHESTER STORE
248-652-9700
528 MAIN ST. « ROCHESTER

/5

/

o

n


http://grossepointenews.com
mailto:editor@grossepointenews.com
http://www.villagefoodgp.com
http://www.poi
http://ntefitness.com
http://www.sargentappliance.com

GROSSE POINTE NEWS, JANUARY 16, 2014

" | NEWS

Bump coming
in water rates

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer
GROSSE POINTE

FARMS AND CITY —
The new year kicks off
with a $10 bimonthly wa-
ter rate increase to shore-
up the water depart-
ment’s revenue stream.

The increase totals a
flat rate of $60 per year
for customers of the
Grosse Pointe Farms
water filtration plant,
serving the Farms and
neighboring City of
Grosse Pointe.

“The flat rate adjust-
ment would provide a
more predictable reve-
nue source since it’s not
based on consumption,”
said John Lamerato,
Farms controller and
treasurer.

A united Farms council
approved the increase
Monday, Jan. 13, to stem
reduced revenues due to
water sales being less

020588

When choosing a healthcare center for yourself or a
loved one, there is no greater comfort than knowing
that people are there for you who truly care,
and who are committed to your health,
comfort, well-being and peace of mind.

ST#M ARY’S

22601 E. Nine Mile Rd, St. Clair Shores, MI 48080
586-772-4300

than expected.

“At June 30, 2013, the
water and sewer fund
had a negative cash bal-
ance of approximately
$700,000,” Lamerato
said.

“This negative cash
position has accumu-
lated primarily due to
lower water consump-
tion than budgeted over
the last two fiscal years.”

He said the increase
generates about
$250,000 annually.

Starting this year, the
minimum bimonthly
water bill increases $10
to $87.80.

The average residen-

tial bill, which had been
$205.21, becomes
$215.21.

“The average residen-
tial user rate adjustment
is 4.9 percent,” Lamerato
said.

Water consumption

See WATER, page 8A

PSO Czech proud to serve

By Brad Lindberg
Staff writer
GROSSE POINTE

FARMS — The public
safety department’s oath
of office covers a lot of
ground.

New officers swear
their “fundamental duty
is to serve mankind.”

The oath is the essence
of why Grosse Pointe
Farms’ newest public
safety officer, Alex
Czech, 26, sought the
job.

“Being a police officer
is not only about enforc-
ing the law, but also
helping the public,” said
Czech.

Czech
quantity.

“I was his Cub Scout
leader and hockey
coach,” said Lt. Richard
Rosati, head of the Farms
detective bureau. “He’s
my son’s age and went to
De La Salle (Collegiate
High School) with him.”

Rosati’s son, Richard,

is a known

joined the force in
December 2011.

Czech graduated from
the Macomb police and
fire academies.

He said he haswanted
to be a lawman since
childhood.

“If there was a dream
job, this would be it,” he
said at his official swear-
ing in, Tuesday, Jan. 7.

“Growing up across
the street from Lt. Rosati
and being best friends
with his son, I always

heard stories about |

being a police officer
and thought it would be
awesome to do,” Czech
said. “I went for it and
couldn’t be more excited
to start my career.”

His hiring is in prepa-
ration for the retirement
this spring of Lt. Brian
Belinski.

“We’re getting the ball
rolling early,” said John
Hutchins, deputy direc-
tor.

Belinski’s spot is being
filled by the promotion

PHOTO BY BRAD LINDBERG

Dan Jensen, director of Grosse Pointe Farms public
safety, welcomes Alex Czech, 26, the city’s newest
public safety officer. Czech took the oath of office
Tuesday, Jan. 7, from City Manager Shane Reeside.
Czech is training on the afternoon shift.

of Officer Antonino
Trupiano to sergeant.

“I don’t like to see any
of the guys retire, but the
bittersweet part is seeing
a young guy begin his
career,” Rosati said. “It
makes me think back

when I began mine.”

Rosati became a police
officer Oct. 7, 1985, in
Detroit and began work
in the Farms on June 1,
1990.

“I never forget those
dates,” he said.

586-772-4302

Friday
At 6:30 p.m.

Saturday
At 11:00 a.m.

Which Wich coming to Village

CITY OF GROSSE
POINTE — Which Wich
Superior Sandwiches is
scheduled to open this
spring in the Village.
The shop is managed
by Mike Berschback
and Nabil Shurafa.
Both of them grew up
in the shadow of the
Village when attending
Maire Elementary and

ative ordering system
and personalized sand-
wich bag.

There are 300 loca-
tions open or in devel-
opment in 38 states and
four countries.

The Village location,
in the former space

occupied by Sweet Little
Sheila’s, at 17045
Kercheval, and man-
aged by the Kercheval
Company, is the first in
southeast Michigan and
the second in the state.

Sweet Little Sheila’s
cakes and cupcakes

continue to be available
at the Side Street Diner
and in the “Cake Walk”
hallway between CVS
and Pretty Things,
shared by Grosse Pointe
Geek, Bruno’s and the
Grosse Pointe ART
Center.

Grosse Pointe South [

High School.

Which Wich a national
sandwich chain founded
in Dallas by a former
Michigander,
Sinelli, is known for
more than 50 customiz-
able sandwiches, a cre-

Sunday
At Noon

PIERRE BITTAR, 43" X 43"

ROSE TERRACE SCULPTURES
19™ CENTURY, H. 107"

- Free Valet Parking All Auction Days -
409 E. JEFFERSON AVE., DETROIT, MICHIGAN
313.9603.0255 ¢ www.DUMOART.com

MARSHALL
FREDERICKS

Jeff B

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Lyla’s carry-out and catering

Lyla’s is a catering and carryout restaurant now open at 20083 Mack in
Grosse Pointe Woods. The cuisine follows a Mediterranean food theme with
items such as spinach pies, humous, stromboli, and grape leaves offered in
both meat and vegetarian options. Most of the items at Lyla’s are made from
scratch daily. Lyla’s hours are 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday through Saturday. It
is closed Sundays. Call (313) 884-5841 or visit lylascatering.com. At ribbon
cutting ceremonies are, from left, Grosse Pointe Chamber of Commerce
Executive Director Jennifer Boettcher, Mark Saigh, Grosse Pointe Woods
Mayor Bob Novitke, owner Lyla Saigh, Bill Saigh and Al Fincham, Woods city

administrator.
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» Learning centers

» Thematic units
Cultural diversity
Computer lab

» Nature trail

» Playground
Outdoor classroom
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A Lifetimne of Learni

586.772.4477

OPEN HOUSE

Implementation of the
Michigan Early Childhood
Standards of Quality for
Preschool and Toddler Program
Qualified, committed teachers
Creative energy

Literacy activities

Physical education

—

h'dvol énd rToddler Center

January 22, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
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=Y & Transition 2
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gins at Assumption

Build social skills

Child-directed learning
Enrichment classes:

Foreign language, Cooking,
Dance, Make it -Take it Library,
Computer Lab, Gymnastics
Music, Art & Science
Exploration Day

» Recipient of Governor’s

Quality Care Award

Register for 2014-2015 School Year
Melissa Sharp, Director

22150 Marter Road, St. Clair Shores, MI 48080
www.assumptionnursery.org
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Auto show royalty
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PHOTO COURTESY OF GENERAL MOTORS

Chevrolet sweeps the North American Car and Truck of the Year voting as the Silverado 1500 and Corvette
Stingray are voted the 2014 North American Truck and Car of the Year on Jan. 13 at the start of the North
American International Auto Show in Detroit. The 2014 Silverado 1500 and Corvette Stingray were crowned
as victors by 48 automotive jurors from among dozens of competitive vehicles.
“It is a distinct honor for the entire Chevrolet team to have both the Corvette and Silverado recognized with
the prestigious North American Car and Truck of the Year Awards,” said Alan Batey, General Motors senior
vice president, Global Chevrolet. “Chevrolet is in the midst of the most aggressive product transformation in
the brand’s more than 100-year history.”
The NAIAS opens to the public at 9 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 18, at the Cobo Center. More than 500 vehicles are
on display. Hours are 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 18 through Saturday, Jan. 25, and 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Sunday, Jan. 26.

Adult tickets cost $13; seniors pay $7 and children’s tickets cost $7. For more information, to order tickets
or print a floor plan, visit naias.com.

Temps cause
water issues

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

THE GROSSE POINTES
Low temperatures
gummed up repairs of a
broken water main on
Colonial near Lakeshore
during last week’s deep
freeze.

“It was a typical water
main break, but the
pumps were freezing,”
Brett Smith, Grosse
Pointe Shores public
works director, said of
the break Tuesday, Jan. 7.
“Even the jackhammer
that cut out the roadway
was slow — bong, bong,
bong.”

Extreme temperatures,
cold or hot, and corroded
pipes are three main
causes of water main
breaks, according to
Scott Homminga, super-
visor of the Grosse Pointe
Farms water department.

The direct link between
broken pipes and cor-
roded, weakened metal is
clear.

Temperatures, on the
other hand, snap pipes by

proxy.

“The ground shifts
more abruptly in hot and
cold weather,” Homminga
said. “It expands and
contracts. With ground
expanding and contract-
ing, it causes problems.”

During cold winters,
frost permeates the soil
and expands the ground.

“That expansion cre-
ates movement of the
ground which snaps
pipes,” Homminga said.

For all the drama of a
heavy snowfall, it insu-
lates the ground, helping
keep frost from penetrat-
ing the surface and
breaking pipes.

“Most water mains are
7 to 8 feet deep,”
Homminga said.

His sister lives in
Atlanta, where water
mains are shallower than
in northern states due to
balmier winters. The arc-
tic blast is giving Atlanta
residents an idea of life
during winter in
Michigan.

See TEMPS, page 8A

LAPTOP:

Continued from page 1A

had a million dollars. We
don’t.”

Lindsay questioned if a
new attorney was
brought into the case if
they would be ready to go
to trial March 3.

Evans asked Bashara
to give her a list of attor-
neys he would like to see
represent him, and she
would consider the possi-
bility of assigning a new
attorney.

Bashara responded he
had already been in con-
tact with a new attorney,
David Cripps.

“I have paid Mr. Cripps
$15,000, but he wants six
times that amount to rep-
resent me,” Bashara told
Evans. “I can’t afford that
because the prosecution
through the State has
taken all my resources. I
had the money, but it’s
been taken.”

Lindsay said her office
has not seized any of
Bashara’s assets, but
rather the State of
Michigan has a statute
that allows assets to be
taken by the state to pay
the cost of a prisoner’s
incarceration.

Bashara suggested to

Evans that Cripps be
added to his defense
team to “assist” Procida,
but Lindsey questioned if
Cripps would have the
time to devote to the case.

“He has a very busy
trial schedule. Would he
even be ready?” she
asked Evans.

And while the attorney
issue remained unsettled,
so too did the question of
whether Bashara would
be given a laptop com-
puter to review docu-
ments.

Bashara, citing macu-
lar degeneration brought
on by his diabetes,
requested the computer
at a hearing before Evans
in December. He said his
eye condition made it dif-
ficult for him to read
paper documents.

Prosecutors objected,
citing rules banning com-
puters in jail and also
noted that with computer
access, it would be pos-
sible for Bashara to con-
tact witnesses in the case
under the guise of trial
preparation.

“This defendant should
be treated like every
other prisoner,” Assistant
Wayne County Prosecutor
John Moran told the
court. “Reading glasses
are cheaper than comput-

”

ers.

He also noted Wayne
County has closed its
Internet Crime unit, and
the officer who had been
assigned to the unit is
now doing cafeteria duty.

“There would be no
one to monitor the defen-
dant’s use,” he said.

The Prosecutor’s Office
suggested Bashara be
given a magnifying glass
or a special reading
screen that would make
paper documents easier
to read.

But Bashara said the
problem is just not the
paper documents.

“The issue is I have
pencils this big,” he said,
holding two fingers about
four inches apart, “and I
have to handwrite my
notes. If  had a computer
I could type my notes.
Without a computer, I
need pens and proper
writing materials.”

Procida pointed out
Bashara could only
review documents using
a computer when his
attorney was present and
visiting hours were lim-
ited.

Evans told Bashara she
would meet with the jail
commander to see what
could be provided to him
and to see if visiting
hours could be adjusted
to allow his attorney to

meet with him more
often.

Several times during
the hearing Evans
admonished Bashara for
his behavior, including
telling him he was rude
when he spoke to Procida
while the prosecutor was
talking and once when he
placed his hand on his
hip.

“Take your hand off
your hip,” she told him.

But even with the
admonitions, Bashara
remained upbeat, wish-
ing the judge “Blessings
and a happy new year,
your honor.”

Jane Bashara was
found dead in her SUV in
January 2012. Bashara
has been charged with
first degree murder, con-
spiracy to commit first
degree murder, solicita-
tion to commit murder,
suborning perjury during
a capital trial, witness
intimidation, obstruction
of justice and felony fire-
arm. He is in prison after
admitting he attempted
to hire a hit man to Kill
Joe Gentz. Gentz admit-
ted to Kkilling Jane
Bashara, but said he did
it at the forced behest of
Bob Bashara.

Evans set a new hear-
ing for 11 a.m., Thursday,
Jan. 23.

WOODS:

Continued from page 1A

Sector 1481 and has been
the subject of numerous
meetings between resi-
dents and DTE officials in
the past few years. In
October, DTE officials
told residents that it was
committing $4 million to

improving service,
including sectionalizing
the area, tree trimming
and line upgrades.

Director of Public
Safety Andrew
Pazuchowski said his
department received sev-
eral calls for information
Sunday night, and asked
residents to understand
how his department han-
dles those calls.

“The dispatcher simply
doesn’t have time to
respond to every ques-
tion,” he explained. “We
only had one dispatcher
on duty because all our
personnel, including our
ambulance and EMTs
were responding to the
fire with the transformer.
Our dispatcher had to
make sure the lines were
open for any emergency

calls that came in.”

Pazuchowski noted
that often times his
department has no more
information on an outage
than residents do.

He did say DTE work-
ers were on the scene of
the transformer fire
within 30 minutes of the
first call and were able to
assist his department in
extinguishing the fire.

PLOWING:

Continued from page 1A

ence, “The county
doesn’t do it.”

He noted “with plea-
sure” last week how well
his city’s public works
crews cleared snow
from side roads, but not
from Jefferson.

The only Pointe that
cleared Jefferson was
Grosse Pointe Park.

“Jefferson was well
plowed,” Giblin said.

“We don’t do it rou-
tinely, but because of the
extensive amount of
snow and the short staff
Wayne County is con-
fronting, our guys made
a quick pass through,”
said Dale Krajniak,
Grosse Pointe Park city
manager.

Lakeshore in Grosse

Pointe Farms and Shores
remained snow covered
well past the day-long
storm Sunday, Jan. 5.

It wasn’t until two
days later, well after
municipal crews cleared
side streets of a foot of
snow, that county crews
started tending Jefferson
and Lakeshore.

“Grosse Pointe Farms
is responsible for all
public roads in our com-
munity with the excep-
tion of Mack, Lakeshore
and Moross, which are
county roads,” said
Shane Reeside, Grosse
Pointe Farms manager.
“Frankly, we were dis-
pleased with how long it
took the county to clear
those roadways.”

He filed a complaint
and a solution.

“We’re approaching
the county to ask about
the county paying us to

do snow
Reeside said.

“It would seem rea-
sonable that, if the
county doesn’t have the
wherewithal to do it,
they establish some sort
of agreement with the
local municipalities to
do it,” Giblin said. “Our
cities do a very good job
of plowing.”

Reeside said liabilities
prevent municipal crews
from clearing county
roads.

“We can’t assume the
responsibility if it’s not
our property,” he said.
“Unfortunately, because
those roads are in our
community, it reflects
poorly on our commu-
nity, even though it’s not
our responsibility.

“That’s why we’ll con-
tinue discussions with
the county to see how
things can be improved.”

removal,”

Years ago in Grosse
Pointe Shores, local
crews learned the conse-
quences of volunteering
to clear snow from the
county’s portion of
Lakeshore.

“The road was in poor
condition,” said Brett
Smith, Shores public
works director. “Every
time we put a plow in
the street, we’d break
our equipment.”

He’s noticed a reduc-
tion in county plowing.

“The county used to
stay on it more,” he said.

The protocol these
days is clear:

Smith said,
“Lakeshore north of
Vernier is Grosse Pointe
Shores. Lakeshore south
of Vernier is Wayne
County. The county
takes care of its roads
and we take care of
ours.”

Service set

CITY OF GROSSE POINTE — A memorial ceremony
for the City of Grosse Pointe K-9, Raleigh, which died
due to cancer in November, is scheduled for 2 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 22, at Grosse Pointe Unitarian
Church, 17150 Maumee, across the street from public

safety headquarters.

Week Ahead

FRIDAY, JAN. 17

# The Grosse Pointe ART
Center, 17118 Kercheval,
City of Grosse Pointe,
holds a preview 6:30to 9
p-m. of its “Motor City”
exhibit for the public.

# St. Clare of Montefalco
holds an American Red
Cross blood drive from 2
to 7:45 p.m. Use the spon-
sor code stclarel3 to
make an appointment.
For more information,
call (313) 886- 4200.

# Grosse Pointe Shores
Mayor Ted Kedzierski
holds office hours from
8:30t09:30 a.m. For an
appointment, call (313)
881-6565.

SATURDAY, JAN. 18

# The 10th annual Winter
Festbegins at 1 p.m. at the
City of Grosse Pointe
Park. The event includes
apig roast and a catered
meal costs $5.

MONDAY, JAN. 20

# Martin Luther King Jr.
Day

# Grosse Pointe Woods
municipal offices are
closed. '

# Banks are closed.

# Federal, state and
county offices are closed.

TUESDAY, JAN. 21

# Grosse Pointe Shores
council meets at 7 p.m. in
council chambers, 795
Lakeshore.

THURSDAY, JAN. 23

# The Friends of the
Library hold a used book
sale from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
at the Woods branch,
20680 Mack.

# The Grosse Pointe
Library Board meets at 7
p-m. at the Ewald branch,
15175 E. Jefferson,
Grosse Pointe Park. The
public can attend. The
agenda is available at
gp.lib.mi.us.

ROLEX

OYSTER PERPETUAL DATEJUST LADY 3|

edmund t. AHEE jewelers

20139 Mack Avenue | Grosse Pointe Woods
313-886-4600

ROLEX % OYSTER PERPETUAL AND DATEJUST ARE TRADEMA
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City of Grosse Pointe

3 times limit

At 1:48 a.m. Saturday,
Jan. 11, police arrested a
33-year-old Detroit man
for having a .24 percent
blood alcohol level —
three times the legal limit
— while operating a 2002
Ford Taurus erratically
on Mack.

Charges include
drunken driving, violat-
ing a suspended opera-
tor’s license and failure
to maintain a lane of
travel.

Check thief

A thief made it easy on
investigators by cashing
a stolen check in his own
name, according to the
victim and police.

The victim, a City of
Grosse Pointe man, told
police the $550 check
was forged.

The admitted thief is a
50-year-old male from
Detroit.

He reportedly stole the
check from the victim’s
briefcase in a work vehi-
cle.

“(The) suspect admit-
ted he took (the) check,
but (is) unable to pay (it)
back for now,” he report-
edly told the victim.

The victim doubts he’ll
get restitution, police
said.

— Brad Lindberg

Report information
about these or other
crimes to the City of
Grosse Pointe Public
Safety Department at
(313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Farms
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Public Safety Reports

Second time

A 19-year-old woman
from Grosse Pointe Park
knew what to expect dur-
ing a traffic stop when
officers discovered one
open bottle each of rum
and hard lemonade in her
gray 2005 Jeep.

“She stated she had an
open intoxicants (viola-
tion) on her record,” said
an officer conducting the
stop on eastbound Mack
near Colonial Court at
2:02 a.m. Sunday, Jan. 12.
“She stated she had a
baggie in the vehicle that
previously contained
marijuana.”

The woman passed
field sobriety tests.

Officers confiscated the
liquor and cited her for
having open intoxicants
in a motor vehicle.

Cart tossing

Two 15-year-old males
from Grosse Pointe Park
were caught shortly after
9:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan.
11, throwing shopping
carts off the top deck of
the parking garage on the
Hill.

One cart nearly hit an
elderly woman, a security
guard across the street at
Henry Ford Cottage
Hospital reportedly told
police.

Police arrested both
youths.

Officers said one youth
possessed 5.2 grams of
marijuana; the other had
an apple carved into a
marijuana pipe.

Flashes knife

A 14-year-old Farms
male is accused of steal-
ing another ts‘gy's‘ red,
$300 Dr. Dre Beats head-

phones during a street

sale gone bad behind
Brownell Middle School
between 1 and 2 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 31.

The alleged victim, also

14 and from the Farms,
reportedly gave chase
until the thief threatened
him with a 6-inch knife.

The victim didn’t tell
his parents of the inci-
dent until Friday, Jan. 10,
leading to a police report
being filed.

The knife is bronze or
copper colored, with a
curved point and holes on
the top of the blade, the
victim told police.

Potted

Police confiscated .3
grams of marijuana from
an 18-year-old Lathrup
Village man, caught driv-
ing the wrong way on
Fisher, a one-way street,
from Ridge to Kercheval
at 12:04 a.m. Tuesday,
Jan. 7.

He reportedly admitted
smoking the drug six
hours earlier.

Officers didn’t arrest
him. They took him to
headquarters to arrange
a ride home by someone
else.

— Brad Lindberg

Report information
about these or other
crimes to the Grosse
Pointe Farms Public
Safety Department at
(313) 885-2100.

Grosse Pointe Shores

Slow reaction

The alleged drunken
driver of a 2002 Dodge
Ram took two blocks to
realize a patrolman was
trying to pull him over at
1:10 a.m. Saturday, Jan.
11, for speeding 48 mph
on Soutth bomand
Lakeshore. 1R
“(D) observed no effort
to elude, just not stop-
ping,” according to the
officer’s report.

During the stop at
Willow Tree Place, the

Crash bang X

man was arrested for
having a .114 percent
blood alcohol level.

Broken pipe

Public safety officers
responding to a fire alarm
encountered large
amounts of water, not
smoke, pouring from a
house in the 600 block of
Lakeshore.

A broken water pipe set
off the alarm at 2:49 a.m.
Friday, Jan. 10.

No one was home. A
member of the owner’s
family, notified by a rep-
resentative of the alarm
company, arrived on
scene shortly after offi-
cers.

Officers closed the
water supply, shut off
power and arranged for a
clean-up crew.

Lights out

A 911 caller warned
police at about 8 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 8, of a
male driver weaving a
2013 Lincoln MKZ “all
over” eastbound
Lakeshore and flashing
the car’s headlights.

Officers pulled over the
suspect, a 61-year-old
City of Grosse Pointe
man, on northbound
Vernier near city hall.

“(He) stated he had his
car in for service for an
electrical problem, but
was not sure if the head-
lights were on and he was
trying to make sure they
were on,” according to a
police report.

Police arrested him for
drunken driving. His
blood alcohol level mea-
sured .09 percent, they
said. 12338

During the snowstorm
Sunday, Jan. 5, a couple
of motorists received
crash courses in navigat-

UP TO 60% OFF

LIMITED TIME ONLY

74 Kercheval | Grosse Pointe Farms, M1 48236 | (313) 458-8719
www.capriciousgrossepointe.com
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ing the slippery left-hand
curve in the 1100 block of
eastbound Lakeshore.

At about 11:30 a.m., the
driver of a Ford Focus
skidded off the road and
knocked down a street
light.

At 12:04 p.m., the
driver of a Volkswagen
hit the back of the scout
car of a patrolman inves-
tigating the first wreck.

There were no injuries.

The scout car, new last
year, is damaged but driv-
able.

Super drunk

A super-drunken driver
drove onto the Lakeshore
median near Stillmeadow
at 10:51 a.m. Sunday, Jan.
5, and passed out, accord-
ing to police.

A patrolman found the
man slumped against the
steering wheel of a 2006
Honda Accord, its front
tires over the curb.

The man, 32, of
Columbus, Ohio, was
unconscious but had his
foot on the brake.

His blood alcohol level
measured .312 at the
scene. During subse-
quent tests at headquar-
ters, it measured .36
percent.

The latter figure is 4.5
times the legal maximum
to operate a motor vehi-
cle in Michigan.

— Brad Lindberg

Report information
about these or other
crimes to the Grosse
Pointe Shores Public
Safety Department at
(313) 881-5500.

Grosse Pointe Park

" Take your pursé &

A woman left her purse
on the front seat of her
car while she entered a
store on Kercheval at 2
p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 8.
When she returned, the
purse, containing credit
cards and cash, was miss-

ing.
Burning bug

Police are blaming an
overheated rear wind-
shield wiper motor for a
fire in a 2009 Volkswagen
that occurred at 11 a.m.
Thursday, Jan. 9 at
Kercheval and Cadieux.
Officers arriving on the
scene were able to put
out the fire with a dry
chemical extinguisher
carried in scout cars.

‘T'is the season

A snowblower was
removed overnight
Saturday, Jan. 11 from a
garage in the 900 block of
Lakepointe.
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Attempted B&E

Officers responding to
an alarm at 5:30 a.m.
Thursday, Jan. 9, sounded
from a building in the
16000 block of Mack
found the rear door open.
A screw had been
removed from a sliding
bolt, but it does not
appear entry was gained.
Nothing was missing
from the building

— Kathy Ryan

Report information on
these or other crimes to
Grosse Pointe Park public
safety at (313) 822-7400.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Laptops taken

Police were called the
morning of Thursday,
Jan. 9, to an office on
Mack after an employee
coming into work discov-
ered two laptops were
missing. They had been
in the office when the
employee left the night
before. Police suspect the
overnight cleaning crew
and will follow up

— Kathy Ryan

Report information on
these or other crimes to
Grosse Pointe Woods
public safety at (313) 343-
2400.

New
year,
same
issues

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer
GROSSE POINTE

FARMS — Oneé of the
city’s most-persistent law-
breakers is beginning the
new year as he began the
old, in jail facing further
prosecution.

So little has changed
during the last 12 months
that this account of the
latest cases against Mark
Joseph Fragel nearly par-
allels one from the Jan.
24, 2013, Grosse Pointe
News.

One difference is
Fragel is one year older,
30, but seemingly with
prospects just as dim

“There’s nothing inac-
curate about that,” said

Detective Lt. Richard
Rosati, head of the
Grosse Pointe Farms

detective bureau

Farms Municipal Judge
Matthew Rumora on Dec.
18 ruled there was
enough evidence against
Fragel to forward his
prosecution for larceny
and home invasion to
Wayne County Circuit
Court.

Five counts stem from
an alleged overnight
spree Jan. 12, 2013, of
breaking into parked
cars in the neighborhood
of his parents’ house near
the Hill.

“When there’s larce-
nies from autos in the
Ridge, Kenwood,
Lewiston and Moran area
between Charlevoix and
Ridge, you round up the
usual suspect,” said
Rosati.

Fragel is transported to
court from his Michigan

Department of
Corrections cell in
Jackson.

He’s nearing the end of
an 11-month sentence,
begun early last year, for
parole violation

Charges and maximum
possible sentences from
the January crimes are:

4 home invasion 1st de-
gree, a 20-year felony;

€ two counts of larceny
from a motor vehicle,
both 5-five year felonies,
¢ breaking and enter-
ing a motor vehicle to
steal property worth less
than $200, a 93-day mis-
demeanor and

See ISSUES, page 8A
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