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By Brad Lindberg
StaffWriter

GROSSE POINTE FARMS —
Three public safety officers and
two civilian Samaritans pulled an
unconscious man from a 2015
Cadillac sedan that, for reasons
uncertain, crossed multiple lanes
of Lakeshore, went over the
breakwall and into Lake St. Clair
between Crescent Sail Yacht Club
and the Harbor Hill peninsula.

“It appears he had a medical

One ofAmericas greatcommunity newspapers since 1940

Complete news coverage of all the Pointes

Officers pull motorist from lake

Aug. 1

A female motorist behind the
man in the left lane saw it hap-
pen.

“He was westbound on
Lakeshore in the right lane,” said
Rosati, citing the witness. “All of
a sudden, he veered over and cut
her off. She has no idea why.”

Tire tracks angling across the
grassy median above the foot of
Winthrop Place record the
Cadillac’s path.

Three patrolmen responded to
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grosse pointe,Michigan

Grosse Pointe Farms po-
lice believe a medical
emergency caused a man
to lose control of his car
and land in Lake St. Clair
Monday, Aug. 1

emergency,” Detective Lt.
Richard Rosati said of the man,
in his 60s, of the Grosse Pointes.

The single-car incident hap-
pened at 10:30 a.m. Monday,

Condos
need zoning
change

By Brad Lindberg
StaffWriter

multiple 911 calls.
“The car was 15 to 20 feet off-
shore,” said Lt. Andrew Rogers.

See LAKE, page 2A PHOTOBYKETHCGL OVED

GROSSE POINTE FARMS — A poll of audi-
ence members attending an update on the
Tennis House condominium proposal showed
three times more support than opposition.

Although the poll is anecdotal, only seven
people at a Grosse Pointe Farms city council
work session Tuesday, July 26, raised hands
against condo backers receiving zoning
exceptions to transform a recreation facility
into multi-family dwellings.

They oppose dividing the private indoor
Tennis House club into four stories and
installing 12 individual dwellings, plus add-

See CONDOS, page 6A

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

At the polls

The lyienda family visited Grosse Pointe Farms city hall to vote in the primary election on their way to swim
lessons Aug. 2. The lyiendas wanted to encourage their sons to vote no matter what’s going on Election Day.
From leftare Jack, 1, Lucas, 4, Karen and Paul lyienda. Results ofthe primary election are available at grosse
pointenews.com and in next week’s Grosse Pointe News.

Paw S iIn

the Park

By Kathy Ryan
StaffWriter

GROSSE POINTE PARK — You’re going to
walk the dog anyway, so why not have some
fun and help a good cause while you’re at it?

Tourney brings The Golden Bear

Invitational will host

Dogs and their walkers are invited to a
sunrise walk at Patterson Park 8 to 11 a.m.
Saturday, Aug. 13, benefiting the Grosse
Pointe Animal Adoption Society. There is no
charge, but donations will be accepted. In
case of rain, the walk will take place Sunday,
Aug. 14. Dogs must be on a leash.

Patterson Park is located on Essex at
Three Mile Drive in Grosse Pointe Park.
Non-residents are welcome.

Participants can walk through the Park
and along the lake on the George H. Helm

By Joe Warner

Editor

The Golden Bear, Jack
Nicklaus, won 18 major
tournaments during 25
years as a professional
golfer.

Of the hundreds of
courses he’s played around
the world, he’s never taken
on the Country Club of

Detroit. Until now. The
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Nicklaus and several other
professionals Monday, Aug.
15.

Turning Point is an
annual fundraiser for
Cornerstone Schools,
which operates charter and
private schools in Detroit.

For the school’s co-
founder, Clark Durant of
Grosse Pointe Farms, this
rare event happens in his
backyard. Literally.

“It’s great to have the
world’s greatest golfer
helping us out,” Durant
said. “He’s a fierce compet-
itor and a great champion.
He’s a real role model our
children can look towhen it
comes to challenges and

triumphs.”
For Durant and
Cornerstone, having

Nicklaus play the course
for the first time will draw a
crowd to the fundraiser.

Chuck Bartels

Home: Grosse Pointe Woods
Age: 47

Plays bass and tours with
country singer Sturgill Simpson

Other pro golfers and
tournament champions,
including Mark O’Meara,
Tom Lehman, Jerry Pate,
Mat Kuchar, Fred Ridley,
John Harris and Nathaniel
Crosby will attend.

The two-day event begins
with a gala and fundraising
dinner Sunday, Aug. 14,
sponsored by Ford Motor
Co. The one-day pro-am is

See BEAR, page 3A
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Focus 313 Eyecare perfect for the Pointes

ByJoe Warner
Editor

A need in the Pointes
was settled when a new
optometrist came to town.

Dr. Monica
Johnsonbaugh and her
husband, Andrew,
recently opened Focus
313 Eyecare in the
Village, City of Grosse
Pointe.

Andrew used to work in
metro Detroit and they

fell in love with the
Grosse Pointes. Three
years ago, the

Johnsonbaughs moved to
Grosse Pointe Woods.
They have two daughters,
Emma and Claire.

A graduate of Butler
University and Indiana
University, where she
graduated with honors
with a doctorate in optom-
etry, Johnsonbaugh is
proud of her new home-
town after growing up in
northwestern Indiana.

“We believe in this area
and Detroit is doing an
amazing job coming
back,” Johnsonbaugh
said. “l saw a need for the
unique, quality eyewear
we offer. Grosse Pointe
has everything we were

looking for.”

The need for the com-
munity is fulfilled, not
only for Grosse Pointers,
but for residents around
Michigan who travel to
Focus 313 Eyecare for
frames not available’else-
where in the state.

“The eyewear has qual-
ity craftsmanship and is
unique to this area,” she
said. “We dont sell the
mass lines of frames.”

Johnsonbaugh uses the
latest, state-of-the-art
technology to provide
comprehensive eye
exams, handcrafted arti-
sanal eyewear, pediatric
eye care, dry eye treat-

Greatlooks

Do by hair co. of Grosse Pointe Park sponsored a hair-themed event at the July
After 6, celebrating 30 years of styles.

BEL DING CLEANERS.

FREE PICK UP & DELIVERY -

Dr. Monica Johnsonbaugh with her husband,

Andrew.

ment, contact lenses and
emergency eyecare.

She said some services
patients associate with
being completed only by
an ophthalmologist are
often handled by her, as
she is a medically-trained
optometrist.

“We provide excellent
customer service and we
have a great network of
doctors we work with in
this area if we need to
refer someone,” said
Johnsonbaugh, whose
experience includes
working alongside oph-
thalmologists specializ-
ing in treatment for
glaucoma, cataracts, cor-

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

HOME OR OFFICE

15139 KERCHEVAL, GROSSE POINTE PARK

GrossePointe

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

“Chamber Chat”

M ark your calendars!
You're invited to join in the
celebration of community spirit!

Jennifer Palms Boettcher

GROSSE POINTE
North vs South

North/South Varsity Football Game Tailgate

Friday, September 23rd / 5:00 - 7:00pm
Grosse Pointe North High School Parking Lot

41st Annual Grosse Pointe Santa Claus Parade

idii. mol.
SantaCiaus

Jingle Bells

Friday, November 25, 2016
Support your hometown parade and

culig.

1™M°GP

become a sponsor and/or avolunteer.
Call the Chamber for details: 313.881.4722

f

313.881.GPCC egrossepointechamber.com ¢

B
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neal disease, retinal dis-
ease and pediatric care.
“There are many services
we provide.”

A doctor since 2009,
Johnsonbaugh said the
best part of her career is
helping people and treat-
ing them like family, with
quality customer service
and answers to their eye
care needs.

She is a contact lens
expert and key opinion
leader with Bausch +
Lomb. She lectures to
doctors around the world
on advances in the opto-
metric industry, such as
new multifocal contact
lenses to help patients do

PHOTOS LEFT AND ABOVE BY JOE WARNER

Unique styles and top quality frames are found at
Focus 313 Eyecare in the Village.

away with their reading
glasses.

“The new technology
with contacts is amaz-
ing,” Johnsonbaugh said.

Frames by Cutler and
Gross, Dita, SALT, Etnia
O. Barcelona, Mykita and
Brooklyn Spectacles are a
few of the styles on dis-
play in the office that is
part of the resurgence of
the Village. Focus 313
Eyecare’s office has a
trendy look, using wood-
work of Mutual
Adoration, a Detroit com-
pany which transforms
locally-sourced,
reclaimed wood.

The office celebrates

the growth of Detroit,
which Johnsonbaugh
shares with friends and
family when they visit.

“There’s a lot going on
here and we’re proud to
be part of it,” she said.
“This is a great commu-
nity and we are already
quite active. | love what it
has to offer.”

Focus 313 Eyecare is
located at 17135
Kercheval. Hours are 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday
through Friday and 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Saturday. For
more information or to
schedule an appointment,
visit focus313.com or call
(313) 473-9339.

Pokemon on the go

GROSSE POINTE FARMS — In a
case of mobile gaming biting back, a
woman using her car last month to
play Pokemon Go got an extra dose of
augmented reality by being arrested on
an outstanding warrant.

She attracted Patrolman Vince Finn’s
attention at 1:56 a.m. Thursday, July
14, by piloting a 2005 Jeep Liberty
erratically and in circles on Mack near
Colonial Court in Grosse Pointe Farms.

“(She) explained she was driving in
circles and changing directions
because her passenger (a 23-year-old
Detroit man) was playing Pokemon
Go,” Finn said. “The strange driving
was necessary to catch Pokemon.”

“It’s ridiculous,” said Detective Lt.

Richard Rosati. “You’re chasing an
imaginary creature and could run into
a real object.”

Finn arrested the woman, 24, of
Madison Heights, on a misdemeanor
warrant from Troy.

Farms officers handed her to Troy
police at the intersection of 1-696 and
Hoover.

Pokemon Go, an update of the 1990s
video game, superimposes the virtual
world of fictional Pokemon characters
hiding among real-world, real-time
images displayed on smart phones.

The goal of scampering around town
capturing these characters became a
worldwide craze upon the game’s
release July 6, according to dozens of
media reports.

—Brad Lindberg

window.”

LAKE:
Continued from page 1A

Two civilians, includ-
ing Backer Landscaping
employee John Lyon of
Sterling Heights, had
already stopped and
entered the lake.

Lyon said he didn't
have time to worry about
his own safety.

They stood in chin-
deep water next to the
driver’s door trying
unsuccessfully to break
open a side window with

O nentali

a rock and pull the man
to safety.

Rogers entered the
water followed by Officer
Keith Colombo and
Officer Michael Scott,
carrying an ax from the
trunk of his cruiser.

They smashed part of a
window. Rogers reached
in the passenger com-
partment to cut the man
from of the seatbelt.

“The car was starting
to fill with water,” Rogers
said. “Once we got the
seatbelt off, Keith went to
town with the ax on the

M poRTS
OF GROSSE POINTE

HUGE INVENTORY OF FINE DESIGNER RUGS

Rug Cleaning & Repair

Wall to Wa

Il Carpeting

Installed to Perfection... Guaranteed

19483 MACK AVENUE

GROSSE POINTE WOODS, MI
SHOWROOM: 313.884.2991

*Ask For Kevin Crowther

STORE HOURS:
MON-SAT 10-6

Officers activated the
electronic door opener.
They tugged the man, but
something held him
back.

“His shoe was caught
in the steering wheel,”
Scott said.

“He was unconscious
until water crept up to
his chin,” Rogers said.
“That startled him
awake.”

“We flipped off his
shoe, got him free and
dragged him to shore,”
Scott said.

The landscapers
helped the whole time.

“It was pleasant to see
somebody put their lives
in danger to help some-
one in need,” Colombo
said.

Medics took the man
to a hospital.

“Information was
passed to me that he
doesnt remember being
in the water,” Rogers
said. “Imagine being out
cold and waking up in
water. It’s a nightmare.”

Office: (586)774-2300 Ext

Cell: (313)378-3376
www.floabke.com

Kee Realty

1882 Hunt Club Drive, Grosse Pointe Woods, $189,900
Lovely, clean, large 3 bedroom colonial has entry foyer and custom front door,
large living room w/fireplace. hardwood floors, large kitchen w/nice pantry, stove
& built-in dishwasher, formal dining room leading to a nice large family room w/
brand new carpet, 2 full remodeled baths located on entry & 2nd level, nice sized
master bedroom w/hardwood floors, vinyl windows, updated furnace & C/A 4yrs,
partially finished basement w/lav, brick paver patio in backyard and more! Basement
refrigerator & stove also stay. One year home warranty policy included.

35500 Union Lake, Harrison Ttap., S234,900

Lovely, large, split level with an open concept floor plan offers high ceilings, 3.5
full baths, 2 master suites located on entry level & 2nd floor, great room with
see thru fireplace, nice refinished hardwood floors, formal dining room, nice
kitchen w/double oven, fridge, dishwasher & breakfast bar, 2nd floor den, family
room w/fireplace, doorwall to paver patio and large very private yard, balcony/
bridge overlooking great room, glass block windows and bonus room w/walk-in
closet in deep basement, huge fabulous 4.5 CAR GARAGE w/storage space,

and more! Washer & dryer stay. One yea

*

r home warranty policy included.


http://www.floabke.com
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Fishing rodeo this month Park’s After 6
back Aug. 20

By Brad Lindberg
StaffWriter

GROSSE POINTE
FARMS AND CITY —
Time to fish or cut bait.

The 68th annual Grosse
Pointe Farms-City Family
Fishing Rodeo is two
weekends from now.

“It’s always the second
Saturday in August,” said
organizer Dick Graves of
the Farms.

This year’s rodeo is
Saturday morning, Aug.
13, at Farms Pier Park,
350 Lakeshore at the foot
of Moross. Rain or shine.

Boys and girls aged 17
and younger from the
Farms and City of Grosse
Pointe may participate.

Non-fishermen are wel-
come.

“We include every-
body,” Graves said.

Attendees must present
their respective city’s
park pass atthe Pier Park
gate for entry.

Everything’s provided
except fishing poles.

Registration and free
doughnuts, juice and cof-
fee is 8 to 9 a.m. Fishing
is 9 to 10 a.m. A free hot
dog lunch with potato
chips, pop and lemonade
starts at 10 a.m.

At 10:30 a.m., contes-

Inroad on car

By Brad Lindberg
StaffWriter

GROSSE POINTE
FARMS — Three males,
two age 18 from Harper
Woods and St. Clair Shores
and a 20-year-old from
Eastpointe, were arrested
last weekend for posses-
sion of a stolen car and
prowling a neighborhood
north of Chalfonte across
from Brownell Middle
School.

Officers patrolling the
community found two of
them at 4:48 a.m. Sunday,
July 31, running from the
upper driveway of a house
in the 400 block of Calvin.

“Both were visibly
sweaty, short of breath,
shaking and had visibly
high heart rates,” reported
Officer Paul Rengaert.

“(One) may have been
coming from (a) back-
yard,” added Officer Vince
Finn.

Officers frisking the
Eastpointe resident found
a small flashlight.

They also said they
found a car key fob on the
Harper Woods teen,
Deanthony Jemeil
Howard, the only member
of the trio to be arraigned.

“I pressed the panic but-
ton (onthe fob) and imme-

PHOTO BY DICK GRAVES

Free prizes like these are being lined up at the 68th
annual Grosse Pointe Farms-City Family Fishing
Rodeo Saturday morning, Aug. 13, at Farms Pier
Park on Lakeshore at the foot of Moross.

tants from both cities
receive trophies for catch-
ing the first fish, biggest
fish and largest game
fish.

“Trophies are almost 4
feet tall,” Graves said.

It’s over by noon.

Thanks to the support
of a growing list of spon-
sors, Graves is stocking
up on prizes.

“Every child gets a
prize with an approxi-
mate value of $30 and
they don’t have to fish,”
Graves said.

Children choose among
fishing gear, electronics,

diately heard a horn
sounding,” reported Lt
George Bloomfield. “I dis-
covered a black Ford
Fusion parked in front of
403 Touraine” one block
away. “A single male was
sleeping in the front pas-
senger seat, identified as
(the St. Clair Shores resi-
dent). He was awakened
and stated they were com-
ing from a weed party in
Detroit.”

“He was so high, he
slept through the panic
alarm,” said Detective Lt.
Richard Rosati.

State records listed the
car stolen Saturday, July
16, in Roseville.

“Howard had the key
and admitted he knew the
carwas stolen and was the
driver,” Rosati said. “That’s
enough probable cause for
a charge of possession ofa
stolen motor vehicle. He
also admitted they were in
town Friday, Saturday and
early Sunday taking
things.”

A search of the car
revealed four cell phones,
two iPods, two Garmin
global positioning sys-
tems, loose change and
other electronics equip-
ment, some traced to own-
ers as far away as
Farmington.

Neff Park event
this weekend

CITY OF GROSSE
POINTE — One of the
City of Grosse Pointe’s
most popular events,
Camp Norbert R Neff, is
overnight Friday, Aug.
5-6, at Neff Park.

“You can spend a night
outdoors without going
far from home,” accord-
ing to the city newsletter,
available online at
grossepointecity.org.

Register in advance.
The cost is $40 per fam-
ily-

yArts, crafts, a campfire
and pancake breakfast
are part of the mix.

Also scheduled at the
park that night — and
justintime for the Detroit
Tigers’ winning ways —
is a feature film about
kids playing baseball,

“Sandlot.”

The show starts at
dusk.

Residents may attend
the movie separately
from the camp out.

“They just need their
park pass and $3 per per-
son for entry,” said
Christopher
Hardenbrook, City of
Grosse Pointe recreation
director.

Popcorn and lemonade
are provided.

Another outdoor movie
is shown during Fall
Harvest, rescheduled for
Saturday, Sept. 17, at the
park.

The title hasn’t been
chosen, but Hardenbrook
intends to have a recent
release.

—Brad Lindberg

sports equipment, toys,
auxiliary speakers and so
on.

Fishing is the main
attraction, but tradition
draws families back for
more.

“I'think they like the fel-
lowship,” Graves said. “In
this fast-paced mixed-up
world, people are sensi-
tive to furthering positive
things in children’s lives.”

It’s a cinch each of four
teddy bears being raffled
to children during the
rodeo are larger than
their likely winners.

“We’re also raffling six

break-

Officers Veronica
Cashion and Richard
Rosati, the lieutenant’s
son, searched the neigh-
borhood for cars that had
been entered.

“I checked a few vehi-
cles parked inthe streeton
Touraine just north of
Webster and found several
to be unlocked, but did not
see anything suspicious,
nor did I observe the vehi-
cles to be rummaged
through,” Cashion
reported.

One of the global posi-
tioning devices was
returned to a Meadow
Lane resident reporting
the break-in of an
unlocked parked car over-
night Friday, July 29.

“Howard said they took
it, but wouldnt say who,”
Lt. Rosati said. “He said,
‘We were taking all kinds
of things.” You’d think
that’s enough probable
cause, but in the real
world, itisnt.”

Howard was arraigned
in Farms Municipal Court
Monday, Aug. 2, for pos-
session of a stolen motor
vehicle plus aiding and
abetting larceny from an
automobile.

Both charges are pun-
ishable by up to five years
in prison.

mountain bikes, but even
kids who win raffles get
to pick a free prize, too,”
Graves said.

Everything about the
rodeo is super-sized.

Graves’ late father
founded the rodeo in 1948
with Pointe police and
firefighters, making it the
longest-running event of
its type in the community.

Despite heavy rain last
year, attendance hit a
record 1,237.

To feed the crowd,
Graves recently ordered
1,000 doughnuts, 3,000
hot dogs and 2,500 bags
of potato chips.

“In addition to gifts for
children, we have about
$10,000 worth of prizes
for adults,” Graves said
last week.

“Today, I’'m picking up
a fourth flat-screen TV
and | don’t buy the junky
ones. | buy preloaded
smart TVs that you can
put pictures on without a
cable box.”

Raffle items sponsored
by Jersey Mike’s and
Farms resident Nathan
Steiner include four
suites at Comerica Park
for a Detroit Tigers game.

“Food, beverages and
parking are included,”
Graves said.

u

Howard’s criminal
record includes two felo-
nies, a drug charge last
year in St. Clair Shores
and car theft last month in
Macomb County.

His grandfather spoke
on his behalf at the
arraignment.

“Deanthony is not a bad
kid,” said the grandfather.
“It’s just that he got with
friends and someone had
to coach him.”

“l don’t agree,” said
Judge Matthew Rumora.
“He’s a danger. | see him
swiftly going downhill.”

Rumora set $15,000
cash-only bond and sched-
uled a probable cause con-
ference in Farms court for
noon Wednesday, Aug. 10.

Howard cried.

County prosecutors told
police they lacked evi-
dence to charge the other
suspects, according to
Rosati.

The Eastpointe man
may face charges for giv-
ing police a fake name.

“I’'m going through our
local prosecutor for
charges against him for
prowling and providing
false information to a
police officer, a misde-
meanor,” Lt. Rosati said.

Mainstream Drive will
provide the music for

the final After 6 on
Kercheval Saturday,
Aug. 20.

The popular family-
friendly summer street
fair features music, food,
a beer and wine tent and
lots of children’s activi-
ties.

The Jumpin Allstars
will be jumping rope in
front of Red Crown for
everyone’s entertain-

B EAR:
Continued from page 1A

Monday, Aug. 15.

The invitational started
in 2004 to celebrate the
50th anniversary of
Arnold Palmer’svictory in
the 1954 U.S. Amateur
Championship, played at
the Country Club of
Detroit. Since its incep-
tion, the event has raised
$15 million. The name of
the invitational stems
from Palmer’s first meet-
ing with event co-found-
ers Durant and the late
Harold “Red” Poling, the
former CEO of Ford Motor
Co.

Having Nicklaus lend
his support will help drive
the goal to $3 million for
this year’s event.

Thisyearisthe 25th anni-
versary of Cornerstone,
which serves 2,800 students
in Detroit, one K-12 private
ISACS-accredited school,
four Grand Valley State
University authorized char-
ter schools, three K-8
schools and one charter
high school.

A campaign is under-
way to grow Cornerstone.
The goal, Durant said, is to
expand to 5,000 students
with the $50 million cam-
paign.

Durant, co-founder of
Cornerstone with Adam
Cardinal Maida and Tony
Early, chairman and CEO

of PG&E Corp. in
California, announced the
campaign.

“We already have over
$20 million in commit-
ments lined up,” Early

ment while the kids can
enjoy a ping pong parlor
and carnival ride.

Area restaurants and
several specialty food
trucks will serve up a
wide variety of food and
drinks and local busi-
nesses will remain open.

The event runs 6 to 10
p.m. Kercheval will be
closed between
N ottingham and
Maryland beginning at 4
p.m. for set up.

said. “The private-public
partnership between the
independent, ISACS-
accredited Cornerstone
school and Cornerstone’s
public charter schools is
quite unique. It could be of
great benefit to both types
of schools as well as the
state of education across
the city. It will certainly
benefit the city of Detroit
and the 5,000 students.”

The opportunity to have
the best golfer in history
visit Grosse Pointe Farms
and CCD has Durant
excited.

“This will be a great
chance to see him play the
game,” Durant said. “The
lessons (Nicklaus) has
taught over the years are
exactly what we do with
our students, building a
culture of love, joy, peace,
patience and self control.
Those are lessons in golf
and in life.”

Durant said there are
different ways to be
involved in the event:
Sponsor a classroom and
play in the event with a
PGA Tour professional or
apast U.S. Amateur cham-
pion; sponsor a student
for $2,500 and attend the
exclusive pre-event dinner
honoring Nicklaus and
Poling; or purchase a gal-
lery ticket for $125 and
enjoy a VIP experience,
watching Nicklaus play
the historic course

Forgeneral information,
visit turningpoint2016.
com. For information
aboutplaying in the invita-
tional, email nicole.web
ster@ comerstoneschools.
org.

PATEK PHILIPPE

GENEVE

Begin your own tradition.
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Touringthe worldwith Sturgill Simpson

By Jody McVeigh

Community Editor

If you stayed up past
the Democratic National
Convention last
Wednesday and hap-
pened to catch the
Tonight Show with
Jimmy Fallon, you may
have seen a familiar face
grace the stage.

Performing bass for
country star Sturgill
Simpson was Grosse
Pointe Woods resident
Chuck Bartels, who
joined Simpson’s band in
March.

The small screen is
nothing new for the
47-year-old, who has
lived in Grosse Pointe
three years. With
Simpson — as well as
soul singer Bettye Lavette
— he’s appeared on
Conan, The Daily Show,
The Late Show with
David Letterman, The
Late Show with Stephen
Colbert and many others.

He’s also toured much
of the world and counts
the Pacific Northwest
and Belgium as his favor-
ites. A professional musi-
cian since 1992, he’s
come a long way since
his teenage years grow-

ing up in Lapeer.

“ldidn’t think I had any
musical ability,” he said.
“l remember the day it
happened. | played sick
and stayed home from
high school .... The bass
was under the bed. | had
already given up on it.”

Out of pure boredom,
he pulled it out and gave
it another shot.

“l sat down with it and
put it together,” he said.
“It made sense .... | fig-
ured out enough to know
| could do it.

“I learned a pretty siz-
able chunk in five or six
hours. And | was
hooked.”

Bartels studied jazz at
Wayne State University,
then *“stayed in the
Detroit area, made con-
tacts and did all the
things one does to play
around town.”

He spent six years
touring with Lavette —a
gig that came to an end
when his son, Jeffrey,
was bom.

“Being a touring musi-
cian with a little baby is
not easy,” Bartels said. “I
didn’t think 1'd ever
(tour) again.”

He took more than
three years off to stay
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Chuck Bartels with his son, Jeffrey and his wife,

Charlene.

home with Jeffrey and
his wife, Charlene. Then,
a friend recommended
him for the Simpson gig.
A conversation with
Simpson changed every-
thing.

“He has a 2-year-old
son,” Bartels said. “He
seemed to understand.

“The gig was mine
without an audition, so in
a sense it was mine to
lose,” he continued. “I
knew in January I was in
the band, so | had three
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a benefit for the Scott Fountain Pewabic Fund

Wednesday, August 17, 6:30-8:30pm

Join us at the James Scott Memorial Fountain,
raising funds to replace the Pewabic tile
mosaic in the fountain's basin.

H Guapo Fresh Mexican Grill
Cool Jacks Handcrafted Ice Cream + Cookies
beer + wine + specialty cocktail
and live entertainment provided by ONEFREO

Limited Edition Belle

Isle Series

Pewabic tiles available for sale on site!
A portion of the proceeds donated to the Scott Fountain Pewabic Tile Fund.

Sponsorship opportunities are available.
Contact: Danielle Jackson - jacksond@ belleisleconservancy.org
Katy Wyerman - wyermank@ belleisleconservancy.org

Phone: (313) 331-7760

Advanced tickets available until August 12th
$50 Turtle Level - includes admission to event from 6:30-8:30PM
$100 Lion Level - includes admission &hampagne preview reception™
$250 Crerub Lewel - includes admission, champagne preview reception™
&professional photo at the James Scott Merrorial Fountain

Turtle Level tickets available at the gate for $65 per person.
*Lion & Cherub Level champagne preview reception beqins at 6:00PM.
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The mission ofthe Belle Isle Conservancy is to protect, preserve, restore and

enhance the natural environment, historic structures and unique character
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months to fret about it.
But | missed it. And ulti-
mately, my wife said
yes.”

Now touring is exciting
again, despite the long

PAWS:
Continued from page 1A

boardwalk. Water sta-
tions and “necessary”
bags will be available
throughout the park.
According to GPAAS
President Corinne
Martin, this is the sev-

Auditions setAug.

Detroit Concert Choir
auditions for the 2016-
2017 season take place
Thursday, Aug. 25, and
Monday, Aug. 29, in

hours and constant
travel.

“l don’t like airports,
flying, the closed-in air,
the hustle and bustle,”
Bartels said. “When
you’re on tour you’re
constantly (flying). You
do a show, then get up at
5a.m. to geton aplane to
fly to the next place. But
what | do like is playing
for lots of people who
like what | play.”

The foodie and beer
aficionado also likes to
sample local flavors in
the spots they stop.
Visiting friends he’s
made all over the world
also is a draw.

“But anytime we get a
couple of days off, | lean
on managementto fly me
home to see my son,” he
said.

Bartels spent a few
weeks in July in Europe
and the next tour kicks
off Aug. 3. He and his

enth year of Paws in the
Park. It also is the year
with the greatest need.
“We currently have 80
cats and 40 dogs avail-
able, the most we have
ever seen,” Martin said.
“We’re seeing more
people this year who
can’t take care of their
pets. It’s the highest

Grosse Pointe Woods.
The audition process
includes one prepared
audition piece along with
sight reading and musi-
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bandmates will tour
Canada for three weeks
in support of Simpson’s
latest album, the subject
of which is Simpson’s
son.

“I'm inspired by play-
ing good, quality music
— music that gives me
chills to play, notjust lis-
ten to,” Bartels said.
“There’s a tremendous
amount of love he’s able
to convey.”

Keeping his own family
in mind, Bartels said his
plans include providing
“for my family while still
doing what I love,” and
while he’d like to tour
Eastern Europe,
Philippines, Asia and
Hawaii, anything more
specific than that isn’t
pinned down.

“This has been kind of
a fly-by-the-seat-of-my-
pants adventure up to
this point,” he said. “It’s
such a crazy business.”

number we’ve seen in
20 years.”

Martin said GPAAS is
looking for both adop-
tive and foster homes.
Additional information
on both the walk and
pet adoptions is avail-
able on the GPAAS web-
site, gpaas.org, or by
calling (313) 884-1551.

25,29

cianship exercises.

The Detroit Concert
Choir is in its 30th con-
cert season and is led by
Dr. Brandon Johnson.
The group rehearses
Monday evenings and
performs throughout
metro Detroit.

Visit detroitconcert
choir.org/audition/audi
tion-information.
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