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T H E  G R O S S E 
POINTES — On March 
14, 1968, Martin Luther 
King Jr. spoke to a capac-
ity crowd in the Grosse 
Pointe South High School 

gymnasium. Three weeks 
later he was assassinated.

During an event hosted 
by the Grosse Pointe-
Harper Woods NAACP 
Branch, community 
members gathered on 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day Jan. 15, to listen to 

an audiotape of the 
speech in the same site 
King spoke nearly 50 
years ago.

Grosse Pointe Farms 
Mayor Louis Theros wel-
comed attendees to “this 
historic place, Grosse 
Pointe High, as it was 

known back at that time” 
and urged them to “learn 
and hear from Dr. King, 
even 50 years later, words 
to educate us, uplift us.”

In a speech titled “The 
Other America,” King 
talked about inequities in 
opportunity for American 

citizens. In one America, 
there are “millions of 
people who have food 
and material necessities 
for their bodies, culture 
and education for their 
minds, freedom and 
human dignity for their 
spirits,” he said. “In this 

America, children grow 
up in the sunlight of 
opportunity. But there is 
another America. This 
other America has a daily 
ugliness about it that 
transforms the buoyancy 

By Mary Anne Brush
Staff Writer

King’s words commemorate holiday

CITY OF GROSSE POINTE — Former 
mayor Dale Scrace was honored for 28 
years of service on city council Monday, 
Jan. 8.

To commemorate his time, Scrace 
was given a resolution of appreciation, 
a plaque featuring a gold-plated gavel 
and, as promised by Mayor Christopher 
Boettcher at the November 2017 council 

meeting, the very gavel used by Scrace 
during his tenure. 

“I can never swing this gavel,” 
Boettcher said.

Councilman John Stempfl e believes 
Scrace might have been the longest-
serving elected offi cial in city history. 
Scrace served 12 years as councilman 
and 16 as mayor. Scrace’s wife, Mary, 
also was in attendance and received just 

Scrace honored for service
By Anthony Viola
Staff Writer

CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — Council 
approved the 2018 road 
resurfacing program 
Monday, Jan. 8. 

Proposed to be resur-
faced are: Notre Dame 
from Kercheval to 
Waterloo; Charlevoix 
from Neff to Fisher; Neff 
from Maumee to St. Paul; 
and 110 feet of Lakeland 
from Charlevoix north. 
Kercheval Place resur-
facing, delayed from last 
year’s road improvement 
plan because of utility 
work, is expected to start 
in spring. 

The roads selected for 
resurfacing were rated as 
poor or fair according to 
a November 2017 condi-
tion survey. Because a 
failed- or very poor-rated 
road costs significantly 
more to resurface or 
repair, the surfaces rated 
lower were passed over.

“If it’s a fail, it’s most 
expensive to fi x and tim-
ing isn’t going to matter,” 
Councilwoman Sheila 
Tomkowiak said. “If 
you’re in the middle of 
the road, so to speak, and 

Road 
program 
approved
By Anthony Viola
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — The water fi l-
tration plant on Moross 
brings Farms and City 
residents the priceless 
gift of clean water each 
day. 

As part of his role in 
ensuring water quality, 
F a r m s  W a t e r 
Superintendent Scott 
Homminga is overseeing 
the inspection of the 
plant’s underdrain sys-
tem, which hasn’t been 
viewed since 1995. The 
system is known as the 

“Wheeler Bottom” of the 
station’s eight fi lters.

“Of all of the plants I’ve 
ever worked at, I’ve never 
seen the bottoms,” 
Homminga said.

Since earning a degree 
in water purifi cation from 
Bay College in Escanaba 
in 1990, Homminga has 

worked in water fi ltration 
and t reatment  in 
Wyandotte, Ann Arbor, 
Howell and Marine City. 
He started in the Farms in 
2003.

The facility, built in 
1929, Homminga said, 

By Melissa Walsh
Staff Writer

Water plant’s ‘Wheeler 
Bottom’ passing inspection

GROSSE POINTE 
SHORES — The new 
counci lman in  the 
Shores, Matthew Seely, 
looks forward to bring-
ing his negotiating and 
mediating skil ls  to 
council.

He has spent a large 
portion of his life fol-
lowing politics and is 
excited to have the 
opportunity to serve his 
community, he said.

A  s e l f - d e s c r i b e d 
“political junkie,” Seely 
became involved in pol-
itics during Ronald 
Reagan’s 1984 presi-
dential campaign when 
he joined the Young 
Republicans. After the 
election, life took over, 
he said, and being 
actively involved with 
politics was trumped by 
starting a family and a 
business. 

Then, in 2015, dissat-
isfied with the presiden-
tial candidates in both 
parties, he watched 
Donald Trump make 
that famous escalator 

A new 
face on 
council
By Anthony Viola
Staff Writer

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Mark Schmidt, left, looks over a cleaned area of the Wheeler Bottom while Mike Vilts returns cleaned 
spheres to the fi lter fl oor.

See KING, page 2A

See STATION, page 3A

See HONORED, page 3A

See NEW, page 3A

Former may-
or Dale 
Scrace, left, 
was present-
ed tokens of 
appreciation 
by Mayor 
Christopher 
Boettcher 
for serving 
the commu-
nity 28 
years. 

PHOTO BY 
ANTHONY VIOLA

See ROADS, page 3A
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The Grosse Pointe Chamber of Commerce hosts 
its annual membership dinner and Pointer of 
Distinction awards 5:30 to 8 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 25, 
at the Grosse Pointe Yacht Club, 788 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Shores. Networking begins at 5:30 
p.m., followed by dinner at 6:30 p.m. and the awards 
presentation at 7 p.m.

The chamber celebrates and recaps 2017, fol-
lowed by recognizing and honoring individuals, 
companies and organizations who have distin-
guished themselves by fostering growth, innovation, 
community service and excellence in their sectors. 
The public is invited to the celebration. Tickets are 
$80 per person.

This year’s sponsors include: 
◆ Presenting Sponsor — Ascension-Michigan
◆ Premier Sponsor — The Grosse Pointe & Harper 

Woods Health Alliance
◆ Silver Sponsor — DTE Energy
◆ Bronze Sponsors — Friends of the Grosse Pointe 

& Harper Woods Communities, College Dolls with 
Cleaning Towels, American House, Henry Ford 
Health System, Churchill’s Bistro & Cigar Bar and 
Grosse Pointe Yacht Club

◆ Media Sponsors — Grosse Pointe News, Pointe 
Media Inc. and Grosse Pointe Times

For more information or to RSVP, visit grosse
pointechamber.com or call (313) 881-4722.

Pointer of 
Distinction 
Awards Jan. 25

of hope into the fatigue of 
despair. In this other 
America, thousands and 
thousands of people, men 
in particular, walk the 
streets in search of jobs 
that do not exist. In this 
other America, millions 
of people are forced to 
live in vermin-fi lled, dis-
tressing housing condi-
tions. ... In this other 
America, thousands of 
young people  are 
deprived of an opportu-
nity to get an adequate 
education.”

Audible in the tape 
were interruptions from 
protestors who gained 
entrance into the gym 
and shouted words like 
“traitor” due to King’s 
opposition to the Vietnam 

War.
“I’ve been in the strug-

gle a long time now and 
I’ve conditioned myself to 
some things that are 
much more painful than 
discourteous people not 
allowing you to speak, so 
if they feel that they can 
discourage me, they’ll be 
up here all night,” King 
said to laughter and 
applause.

Central themes of the 
speech were economic 
disparities and racism.

“All too often when 
there is mass unemploy-
ment in the black com-
munity, it’s referred to as 
a social problem and 
when there is mass unem-
ployment in the white 
community, it’s referred 
to as a depression,” King 
said.

He defined racism as 
“the notion that the very 

being of a people is infe-
rior.

“We will never solve the 
problem of racism until 
there is a recognition of 
the fact that racism still 
stands at the center of so 
much of our nation and 
we must see racism for 
what it is,” he said.

He also debunked 
myths, including an 
“overreliance on the boot-
strap philosophy,” in 
which he compared free-
ing a man from slavery 
“without doing anything 
to get him started in life 
on a sound economic 
footing” to freeing an 
innocent man from 
prison without providing 
resources to get started in 
life again.

Finally, he spoke about 
his opposition to the 
Vietnam War before con-
cluding, “Somehow we 

must come to see that in 
this pluralistic, interre-
lated society, we are all 
tied together in a single 
garment of destiny, 
caught in an inescapable 
network of mutuality.”

Many attendees agreed 
these themes resonate in 
a divided America 50 
years later.

“I find it overwhelm-
ingly sad in that I don’t 
think that we have pro-
gressed now and I think 
that we have failed Dr. 
King,” said Connie 
Dompier, a Grosse Pointe 
High graduate who 
attended the speech in 
1968.

“My first thoughts 
about this speech is I 
think it could have been 
said yesterday,” said 
Grosse Pointe South stu-
dent Harry Susalla. “If 
somebody said it was yes-
terday, I would have 
believed them.”

“I think the most pro-
found thing we have to 
remember is that the 
other America still 
exists,” said Abraham 
Aiyash of Hamtramck. 
“We can’t simply say, 
well, we have black folks 
and white folks sitting in 
the same auditorium so 
things are fi ne and dandy. 
The truth of the matter is 
that most of these issues 
have not been translated 
to class. I think that’s the 
thing that Dr. King fought 
throughout his entire life, 
is that we have a problem 

of economic injustice in 
this country and it’s 
rooted to go after people 
of color. I think we have 
to remember that is what 
he fought for.”

Several attendees 
recalled their experi-
ences in 1968.

“I remember a crew 
was out in full force and 
they were trying to keep 
him from getting in,” said 
Joe Racy of Huntington 
Woods, referring to the 
protestors outside from 
Breakthrough, an ultra-
conservative group. 
“There were some very 
tense moments. I was 
struck with how graceful 
Dr. King was in handling 
the hecklers. I also feel 
the fact that we now 
know he died three 
weeks later really puts a 
different tone on the 
speech itself and his 
bravery in starting to 
address economic issues 
was remarkable.”

In 1968, Harper Woods 
Mayor Pro Tem Valerie 
Kindle was a high school 
senior in Detroit. She and 
two classmates, accom-
panied by a teacher, 
arrived from Detroit to 
hear King’s speech. They 
had to park a distance 
from the school and still 
had several blocks to go 
when they were sur-
rounded by a group of 
white men, Kindle said, 
and called racial epithets. 
She said the teacher felt 
threatened and they 

returned to their car.
“We couldn’t stay. They 

were calling us all sorts 
of names. It was really 
hectic. It was really 
frightening. I’m glad she 
made the right decision 
because we still were 
about six blocks from the 
school. We didn’t know 
the terrain. We thought 
we were going in the 
right direction, but they 
were so loud …. It was 
just a frightening experi-
ence. And I’m not a per-
son easily frightened, 
even as a kid.”

Judy Moreland said 
her feelings that night 
were similar to those 
Monday afternoon.

“I thought the same 
thing I thought now,” she 
said. “I was very taken 
with it and touched. I 
was in tears several 
times. You look back at 
the years and his dreams 
and the progress he was 
making. And while we 
continue to make prog-
ress, we sure haven’t 
done a great job with 
this.”

The district is hosting a 
celebration of the 50th 
anniversary of King’s 
speech at  7  p.m. 
Wednesday, March 14, in 
South’s gym, with stu-
dents, teachers and 
community members — 
including those in atten-
dance in 1968 — reading 
excerpts of the speech. 
The public is invited to 
attend.

KING:
Continued from page 1A

Grosse Pointe 
Park’s annual 
Chilly Fest 
took place 
Jan. 13, at 
Patterson and 
Windmill 
Pointe parks. 
The event in-
cluded a fi g-
ure skating 
show, camp 
fi res and 
roasted 
marshmal-
lows, chili and 
hot dogs, ice 
sculptures, a 
football toss, 
tractor pulls 
and face 
painting.

2018 U.S. Figure Skating gold medalist Jacqueline 
Budnick skated to music for the crowd.

Above, while 
waiting for pas-
sengers to 
board the trol-
ley, Jack 
Stackpoole and 
his father, Brian 
Stackpoole, sit 
with Detroit 
Lions mascot, 
Roary, and trol-
ley driver 
Patrick 
Nichols. Left, 
Joe Allemon 
and his daugh-
ter, Addison, 
roast marsh-
mallows.

PHOTOS BY 
RENEE LANDUYT
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“Welcome and congratulations Tom”

Tom Griffi th
Associate Broker

Offi ce: (313) 886.1000
Cell: (313) 910.6658

Pleased to announce
Tom Griffi th has joined our talented team of Real Estate 
partners. Recognized as a top producer in the Grosse 
Pointe Market, Tom offers over 30 years of experience with 
a successful, fair and honest reputation. Tom also served 
as a director of the Grosse Pointe Board of Realtors.

We welcome Tom to our partnership of the most seasoned 
real estate Brokers in the industry and invite you to call 
Tom today for all your real estate needs.
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ride. 
“I  didn’t  think a 

D e m o c r a t  o r  a 
Republican could really 
change the economy,” 
Seely said. “I really felt 
(Trump) was an out-
sider and he might 
actually stimulate the 
economy. So I looked at 
my wife one day and 
said, if we don’t get 
involved and our busi-
ness continues to do 
poorly, we have no one 
to blame but ourselves.”

So once again, Seely 
became act ive.  He 
opened a campaign 
office for Trump in 
h o t l y  c o n t e s t e d 
Macomb County. He 
was elected a precinct 
delegate in the Shores, 
then subsequently won 
a place in the state 
Republican committee. 

“A lot of people were 
aware of the fact we ran 
this Trump campaign 
office and for whatever 
reason, when Macomb 
County flipped, I got a 
lot of credit for it,” he 
said. 

He was approached to 
run for Brian Banks’ 
vacated seat in the state 
House, he said, but felt 

it wasn’t in the stars. 
Then the opportunity 

to serve on city council 
presented itself “out of 
the blue,” he said.

“So here I am.”
Seely, a native Grosse 

Pointer, owns a manu-
facturing facility in 
Detroit.

“I am a negotiator by 
trade,” he said. “I think 
in business I do very 
well in negotiations and 
I think I do really well 
at building consensus 
among people and cre-
ating common ground.”

He sees two long-
term issues facing the 
Shores and he hopes to 
use his experience in 
the private sector to 
help resolve at least one 
of them: Deeplands. 

The proposed subdi-
vision development on 
almost eight acres of 
land has been a point of 
contention for neigh-
bors. It violates a sub-
division agreement and 
would change the 
nature of the neighbor-
hood for the worse, 
n e i g h b o r s  s a y . 
Deeplands Develop-
ment Co.’s plan was 
rejected by the city 
because of non-adher-
ence  to  dead-end 
requ i rements .  The 
development company 
is appealing the deci-
sion. 

As a new face on 
council, sworn in in 
December, Seely said 
he doesn’t have all the 
details but would like to 
sit down with the devel-
oper and attempt to fig-
ure out a peaceful 
resolution. 

“I understand why 
people are upset,” he 
said. “I also understand 
why (DDC) is taking us 

to court. It’s really a 
slippery slope. What I 
am really hoping for is 
that we can sit down 
and negotiate some 
kind of way that (DDC) 
can move forward with 
their project and not 
upset the residents.”

The second long-term 
issue facing the Shores? 
What to do after City 
M a n a g e r  M a r k 
Wollenweber decides to 
hang up the gloves once 
and for all. Seely said 
h e  d o e s n’ t  k n o w 
Wollenweber ’s future 
plans, but would like to 
start planning for when 
the inevitable occurs. 

“We have a great city 
manager,” Seely said. 
“But Mark has retired 
like three or four times. 
How long do we have 
him? He’s an incredible 
guy, but we’ve got to 
have a succession plan 
in place because he’s 
not going to be some-
one you can replace 
easily.”
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THURSDAY, JAN. 18

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Public Library board meeting, 6:30 
p.m. Central Library, 10 Kercheval, Grosse Pointe 
Farms.

 ◆ Milk River Intercounty Drain meeting, 10 a.m. St. 
Clair Shores city hall, 27600 Jefferson.

MONDAY, JAN. 22

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods City Council meeting, 7 p.m. 
city hall, 20025 Mack Plaza.

TUESDAY, JAN. 23

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Planning Commission meet-
ing, 7:30 p.m. city hall, 20025 Mack Plaza.

The Week Ahead

“has really provided the 
community with great 
water ever since. This 
plant is run more gently. 
It’s not pushed to the 
limit.”

The Farms Water 
Treatment Plant is rated 
for handling 10 million 
gallons of water per day, 
but the average is fi ve, he 
said, with low backwash 
rates.

“When we backwash to 
clear the fi lters and water 
backs up,” Homminga 
explained, “the ceramic 
cells disperse the water 
evenly.” 

This underdrain’s 
ceramic material layer, or 
“Wheeler Bottom,” is 
being inspected by a rep-
resentative of F.B. 
Leopold Co., manufac-
turer of the material. The 
layer consists of 10-by-
10-inch cones fi tted with 
inverted pyramids, each 
containing 3-inch ceramic 
spheres, supported by a 
1-inch ball. 

A 14-inch layer of 
graded gravel is placed 
on top of the ceramic 
material to support the 
fi ltration media and dis-
tribute backwash water. 
Another 14-inch layer of 
granular activated car-
bon, or GAC, lies on top 
of that.

Preparing the fi lters for 
inspection, Homminga is 
overseeing the removal of 
40 tons of this fi ltration 
material. Four of the eight 
filters have undergone 
the removal of the fi ltra-
tion material and their 
underdrain ceramic 
material layer has passed 
inspection, he said, 
requiring only minor 
regrouting work.

GAC, which is like a 
sponge soaking up and 
removing organics from 
the water, Homminga 
explained, is replaced 
every five years. Other 
communities, such as 
those depending on 
inland river water, may 
need to replace GAC as 
frequently as twice a year. 
T h e  c o m m u n i t i e s 
depending on Lake St. 
Clair water, he said, are 
lucky.

“Fortunately, Lake St. 
Clair has been a very 
good source for water,” 
Homminga said. “Lake 
St. Clair replenishes itself 
every day. The water 
moves in and out all the 
time.”

Homminga’s staff runs 
turbidity tests of the lake 
water hourly, measuring 
inorganic and organic 
matter. He said the water 
is consistently below the 
.3 EPA standard.

“I haven’t had an issue 
with the source water. 
But I can’t speak to future 
regulations,” Homminga 
said.

Currently, he said, “It’s 
an extremely regulated 
process.”

The process begins 
with pumping water into 
the plant from Lake St. 
Clair. Next, the water is 
chlorinated and a sedi-
mentation coagulation 
process is applied using a 
polyaluminum chloride 
solution whereby smaller 
sediment particles form 
into larger particles to 
settle for removal. The 
water enters the station’s 
eight large fi lter basins, 
where GAC cleanses the 
water of organics, includ-
ing chlorine. An ultra-vio-
let disinfectant is applied 
before the water is re-
chlorinated per end-of-
distribution regulations. 

Last, the water is cleared 
from the well at the rate 
of at least 2 1/2 gallons 

per day to enter the water 
distribution systems in 
the Farms and City.

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

The fi lter on the left shows fi ltration material sitting 
on top of the underdrain at the plant, while the fi lter 
on the right is full of water.

Terrence Long closes a bag of granular activated 
carbon and rocks vacuumed up from the fl oor in the 
vessel and puts it with the other bags to be taken to 
an approved landfi ll.

Mike Vilts cleans the spheres before placing them 
back in the squares.

STATION:
Continued from page 1A

as much appreciation as 
Scrace. 

“So much occurred dur-
ing those 28 years,” 
Stempfle said. “Mary, 
thank you for tolerating 
everything that occurred 
during those 28 years.

“I was talking to (Clerk) 
Julie (Arthurs) a little bit 
earlier and she’s going to 
be doing a little bit of 
research. I don’t know if 
there’s been anybody in 
the history of our great 
city who has served lon-
ger on the council than 

you have. Thank you very 
much.” 

Councilman Chris 
Walsh said, “It’s a long 
time to be involved and 
certainly quite a bit has 
taken place in Grosse 
Pointe. Hopefully from a 
city standpoint, the resi-
dents are all the better for 
it. So, thank you very 
much.” 

“I would also like to 
e c h o  e v e r y b o d y, ” 
Councilman Don Parthum 
Jr. said. “Dale, your legacy 
speaks for itself. More 
importantly, Mary, thanks 
for 28 years and all the 
lovely photographs you’ve 
taken over the years.”

HONORED:
Continued from page 1A

NEW:
Continued from page 1A

Matt Seely

you can catch it before 
it’s going to fail and it’s 
cheaper.”

The total cost of the 
2018 projects is projected 
around $1.1 million with 

$860,000 coming from 
the road improvement 
levy and $285,000 from 
an account in the 
Highway Fund which 
holds the city’s allocation 
of state motor fuel taxes.

Bids are expected to go 
out soon, with work 
beginning in spring. 

ROADS:
Continued from page 1A

Farms teen, Emilea 
Zingas, 15, earned 
second place at the 
2018 Prudential 
U.S. Figure Skating 
Nationals competi-
tion in San Jose, 
Calif., Dec. 29 to 
Jan. 7.

PHOTO BY LINDSAY 
O’DONOHUE

Second 
in the 
nation
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Celebrate Life’s Special Moments
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When Robert Calhoun 
gets up in the morning, 
whether it’s hazy or 
sunny, he looks for rain-
bows. That’s how he 
describes the struggles 
he has overcome on his 
journey from homeless 
Vietnam-era veteran and 
military sexual assault 
survivor to Grosse Pointe 
Woods homeowner.

The turning point in 
that journey occurred 
April 15, 2008. After 
arriving in Detroit on a 
Greyhound bus from 
Atlanta, Ga., Calhoun 
took a taxi to the John D. 
Dingell Veterans Affairs 
Medical Center and 
broke a 44-year silence.

“I started telling them 
everything,” said the 
67-year-old. “I started to 

get medical assistance. 
You name the therapy, 
I’ve had it.”

Telling his story has led 
to his recovery and ability 
to rebuild his life. While 
at a VA residential treat-
ment center, he shared it 
as part of a Library of 
Congress interview series 
with veterans. Today he 
shares it with other mili-
tary sexual assault survi-
vors. After successes and 
failures in his profes-
sional life in auto sales 
and management as well 
as personal life, including 
two divorces, he has 
found his life’s mission — 
to help others.

Calhoun was born in 
1950 in Jackson, Ala. 
When he was 3, his 
mother died in Detroit in 
childbirth. Calhoun 
moved with his father, 
two brothers and a sister 

to Grove Hill, 
Ala. He and 
his siblings 
were sepa-
rated, but 
allowed to 
remain in 
contact with 
one another. 
When he was 
9, he over-
heard his 
aunts and 
uncles talk-
ing about 
h o w  h i s 
father was 
going to get 
himself killed 
one day. One 
evening in 
1 9 6 0 ,  h e 
returned with 
family mem-
bers from 
dinner to dis-
cover their 

house engulfed in fl ames. 
His father was inside.

“We found out he was 
secretly dating a white 
woman,” Calhoun said. 
“We found him chained 
to my grandmother’s 
bed, the house in ashes. 
He was decapitated. I 
never forgot that.”

Calhoun’s paternal 
grandmother became his 
guardian and, because 
his father had worked as 
a cook in the Navy, she 
received compensation 
from the GI Bill — enough 
to pay for electricity and 
running water and to 
send Calhoun to Selma 
University.

“Bessie Jones Calhoun 
instilled in me the blue-
print foundation, the 
moral compass, that I had 
a moral obligation to 
respect people of all eth-
nicities and never forget 
where I came from and 
always try to help some-
body,” he said.

She also impressed 
upon him the importance 
of education as “the way 
up and out.” He skipped 
12th grade and attended 
Selma University, where 
he majored in marketing 
and earned a bachelor’s 
degree in liberal arts.

After college, Calhoun 
followed in his father’s 
footsteps and joined the 
Navy, serving 1971 to 
1976 — two years of 
active duty and four years 
in reserve. It was on a trip 
to Guantánamo Bay he 
stumbled upon two supe-
rior officers in a bunk 
room engaged in a sexual 
act. While he told no one 
what he saw, later that 
night they accosted him, 
pulled him into a vesti-

bule and raped him.
“I fell down, but I got 

up,” Calhoun said. “I 
didn’t give up. And it’s 
because of the wonderful 
moral foundation of my 
grandmother who had a 
fourth-grade education. 
That moral compass 
foundation of respect 
everybody, stand tall and 
if you fall, get up. And 
don’t you ever forget this 
little dirt road because it’s 
going to take you to some 
wonderful places, son, 
but there’s going to be 
some tragic moments 
too.”

After completing his 
service in the Navy, 
Calhoun began selling 
luxury cars in Virginia 
Beach, Va., becoming one 
of the top luxury car 
salesmen in the country.

“I was successful at 27 
and lost it all because of 
the guilt and the shame,” 
he said. “And I struggled 
up and down. … I’d work 
hard during the day and I 
would drink and do drugs 
and try to prove myself at 
being a man at night. I 
didn’t know I was still val-
ued. That’s what they did; 
they took that from me. 
But not today. April 15, 
2008, when I moved from 
Atlanta with my oldest 
brother, I was homeless, 
but I had that resolve, 
that gift that God has 
bestowed upon me, that 
connection that I could 
relate to people and com-
municate to people.”

Calhoun started a vol-
unteer veteran program 
called Buddy-to-Buddy. 
He helps as many veter-
ans as he can, particu-
larly those suffering from 
post-traumatic stress dis-

order or sexual assault. 
Recently he helped a vet-
eran whose compensa-
tion from the VA was cut 
off due to a computer 
error, one sleeping in his 
car and an incarcerated 
veteran who was raped.

His message to them all 
is to seek help.

“I got help. And each 
time I talk about it pub-
licly, I get help,” he said. 
“I help the man in the 
mirror and I help those 
who are not in the mirror. 
That’s my purpose; I 
know that now.”

Calhoun is grateful for 
family — two sons and 
grandchildren, Christian, 
12, and Anna Bradley, 1; 
fellow parishioners at 
Hartford Memorial 
Baptist Church in Detroit; 
and welcoming neigh-
bors. After a recent snow-
fall, one neighbor cleared 
his driveway and front 
walk when he returned 
home from major sur-
gery.

Another paid for the 

retainer for his American 
fl ag. When Calhoun tried 
to pay for the retainer 
himself, he was told his 
money was no good and 
his neighbors “two doors 
down said thank you for 
your service and wel-
come to the neighbor-
hood.”

Calhoun, who describes 
himself as “a survivor, not 
a victim,” remembers 
driving through Grosse 
Pointe when he was 
homeless.

“Now I ride my bicycle 
through here and I’m a 
homeowner,” he said. 
“And I’m very proud. 
Who wouldn’t be? You 
fall but you get up. You 
don’t give up. Never. No 
matter what.”

“Tragic and treasured 
moments of Robert 
Calhoun’s life,” a three-
part series, is available on 
YouTube. Information on 
the Buddy-to-Buddy vol-
unteer veteran program 
is available at buddyto
buddy.org.

By Mary Anne Brush
Staff Writer

From homeless to homeowner

PHOTOS BY MARY ANNE BRUSH

Robert Calhoun displays his favorite hats, which he 
alternates wearing on bike rides around his neigh-
borhood in Grosse Pointe Woods.

Robert Calhoun, center, enjoys a vis-
it in his home with Hartford 
Memorial Baptist Church Deacons 
Thomas Williams and Janet Gilyard.

City of Grosse Pointe

Repeat offender
A known suspect was 

seen stealing an item 
Monday, Jan. 8, from a 
store in the 17000 block 
of Kercheval.

Offi cers responded to a 
call from employees of 
possible retail fraud 
12:30 p.m. According to 
employees the suspect 
entered the store, went to 
the electric toothbrush 
aisle, knelt down and 
took an item from the 
shelf. 

He left in a newer 2015 
to 2017 burgundy Dodge 
Grand Caravan traveling 
north. 

After the suspect left, 
an employee went to the 
shelf and noticed a $200 
electric toothbrush miss-
ing; however, it is uncon-

firmed that was the 
particular item stolen. 

The suspect is known 
to steal items and return 
them to other stores. He 
is described as a 45-year-
old black male with a 
medium-length afro.

He was wearing a long, 
gray, zippered hoodie 
and dark pants. 

Up in smoke
A 19-year-old Detroit 

man was arrested in the 
parking lot behind a busi-
ness in the 16000 block 
of Kercheval for violating 
the controlled substance 
act 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
Jan. 10. 

Offi cers were fl agged 
down and notified two 
people in a gray vehicle 
were smoking marijuana 
while parked in the lot. 

W h e n  o f f i c e r s 
approached the vehicle 
and the driver opened the 
door, smoke “filled the 
open air.” It was immedi-
ately identified by offi-
cers as burnt marijuana. 

The driver admitted to 
smoking marijuana with 
the 16-year-old female 
passenger, also of Detroit. 
He showed officers a 
burnt roach in the ash-
tray. 

They said they were 
smoking and waiting for 
“Pops,” the passenger’s 

father.
While searching the 

vehicle, offi cers found a 
glass mason jar contain-
ing marijuana, which 
later was weighed at 13.7 
grams. 

The driver was arrested 
and the passenger 
released to her father. 

What’s 
in the box?

A package on the front 
porch of a house in the 
800 block of Rivard was 
t a m p e r e d  w i t h 
Wednesday, Jan. 10. 

The resident left the 
house 4:30 p.m. and 
returned 7:45 p.m. to fi nd 
a package cut open on 
his front porch. The 

package was from the 
resident’s sister in 
Florida. The resident 
confirmed nothing was 
taken, only that it was cut 
open. 

More than two
A bartender at a Village 

bar called police approx-
i m a t e l y  1 0  p . m . 
Wednesday, Jan. 10, 
informing of a possible 
drunken driver leaving 
the establishment. 

Officers arrived and 
observed the suspected 
vehicle leaving the 
Neighborhood Club 
parking lot. The vehicle 
turned eastbound on 
Waterloo, crossing over 
the center line. The driver 

then crossed over the 
center while offi cers fol-
lowed. 

A traffi c stop was initi-
ated, but the driver 
refused to stop. Police 
activated the siren at 
University, but the driver 
continued to drive until 
Rivard, turned right and 
stopped in the middle of 
the street.

Officers approached 
the vehicle and asked the 
driver, a 53-year-old 
Farms woman, where she 
was coming from. She 
said, “The Hill” then cor-
rected herself to say “The 
Village.” She was slur-
ring her words and offi -
cers noticed a strong 
smell of intoxicants. The 
driver said she had two 
glasses of wine. However, 
her preliminary breath 
test resulted in .211 per-
cent blood alcohol con-

Public Safety Reports

See REPORTS, page 5A
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Thursday, January 25th
4:00pm at Morning Glory
85 Kercheval, Grosse Pointe Farms

•  GPPSS issues
•  Safety & Traffi c Control Near Our Schools/ 

High Traffi c Neighborhoods
•  DTE Gas Line Home Owners 

Property Restoration
•  Beautifi cation of Moross & 

Mack Avenue Gateway

Have A “CUP OF 
JOE on Joe”
to discuss issues in 
Grosse Pointe Farms

011818

  “Joe    “Joe  
Listens”Listens”

Joe Ricci - Councilman
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tent. She was arrested for 
operating while intoxi-
cated. 

Identity theft
A Woods resident fi led 

an identity theft report 
noon Friday, Jan. 12. The 
res ident  sa id  her 
employer was notifi ed an 
unemployment claim 
was fi led with the state of 
Michigan using her name 
and Social Security num-
ber. She did not autho-
rize any claim and is 
employed.

— Anthony Viola
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to City of Grosse 
Pointe Public Safety, 
(313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Park 

OWI
Police responded to a 

traffi c accident on Mack 
at Beaconsfi eld 1:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 9. Offi cers 
found evidence the driver 
was intoxicated. The 
driver, however, was 
released pending the 
results of a blood draw 
analysis. 

Generator stolen
A $1,000 Powerland 

generator was taken 
from the exterior of a res-
idence in the 1000 block 
of Three Mile sometime 
between Tuesday, Dec. 
26, and Friday, Jan. 12.

Snowblow 
you don’t

A 23-year-old Detroit 
man was arrested 
Saturday, Jan. 13, for 
fl eeing and eluding and 

attempted larceny after 
being caught trying to 
steal a snowblower in the 
700 block of Harcourt. 
Police responded to a call 
of a larceny in progress 
10:20 p.m. The suspect 
fled on foot and was 
located in a vehicle. The 
suspect then fl ed in the 
vehicle but was eventu-
ally apprehended by 
police.

Home invasion
A 2013 Honda CRV 

and miscellaneous jew-
elry were stolen from a 
house in the 15000 block 
of Windmill Pointe over-
night between Sunday, 
Jan. 14, and Monday, 
Jan. 15. The resident’s 
son was checking the 
house while the home-
owners were out of town. 
When the son went to the 
house Monday, he found 
signs of forced entry into 
the home. The vehicle 
was then discovered 
missing from the garage 
and jewelry from the 
bedroom.  

— Anthony Viola
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Park Public Safety, (313) 
822-7400.

Grosse Pointe Farms

Fraud
◆ A 49-year-old resi-

dent in the 200 block of 
McKinley  reported 
Tuesday, Jan. 9, she dis-
covered 11 individuals 
and 13 vehicles riding 
her vehicle insurance 
policy when she tried to 
lease a vehicle.

◆ A 51-year-old resi-
dent in the 300 block of 
McMil lan reported 
Tuesday, Jan. 9, he dis-
covered someone fi led a 
claim for unemployment 

benefi ts using his identi-
fication. His employer 
notified him the claim 
w a s  s u b m i t t e d 
Wednesday, Jan. 3. He 
did not fi le the claim.

◆ Officers arrested a 
31-year- old Harper 
Woods resident for 
fraudulant vehicle insur-
ance 8:54 p.m. Sunday, 
Jan. 14, after making a 
traffi c stop for tinted win-
dows at Mack and 
Lannoo. The insurance 
policy she presented 
belonged to a St. Clair 
Shores resident.

Shoplifting
Officers arrested a 

17-year-old male approx-
imately 4 p.m. Friday, 
Jan. 12, for stealing a 
butane torch from the 
Shell gas station at Mack 
and Moross.

Officers were dis-
patched to the scene fol-
lowing a phone call from 
the clerk regarding a 
subject causing a distur-
bance and refusing to 
leave the gas station. 
Upon offi cers’ arrival, the 
clerk told them the sub-
ject just left with the sto-
len item.

When offi cers located 
the subject walking on 
Mack, they detained him 
and recovered the torch.

— Melissa Walsh
Report information on 

these and other crimes to 
Grosse Pointe Parms 
Public Safety, (313) 885-
2100.

Grosse Pointe Shores

Suspended 
license

A 28-year-old Ann 
Arbor man was arrested 
for driving with a sus-
pended license 6 a.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 10, in 
the 1000 block of 

Lakeshore. 
Offi cers observed the 

vehicle traveling at a high 
rate of speed near 
Moorland. A radar read-
ing showed the vehicle 
traveling 57 mph. A traf-
fi c stop was initiated and 
the driver was run 
through the system. It 
was discovered the driver 
had a suspended license.

No tail light 
A vehicle without a tail 

light and matching the 
description of a “Be On 
Lookout” out of Detroit 
was spotted by offi cers 
traveling eastbound on 
Vernier  4 :30  a .m. 
Thursday, Jan. 11. 

A LEIN check showed 
an expired license plate 
and no insurance. 

A traffi c stop was initi-
ated and the driver iden-
tified. The 34-year-old 
Richmond man showed 
multiple license suspen-
sions and was arrested. 

OWI
A 28-year-old Clinton 

Township woman was 
arrested for operating 
while intoxicated 1:15 
a.m. Sunday, Jan. 14, in 
the 400 block of 
Lakeshore. 

Offi cers observed the 
driver traveling at a high 
rate of speed with a radar 
reading indicating the 
vehicle traveling 55 mph.

Offi cers observed the 
driver unable to maintain 
lane position and trav-
eled with the right blinker 
activated.

A traffi c stop was initi-
ated. The driver smelled 
of intoxicants and offi-
cers observed slurred 
speech and bloodshot 
eyes. She denied drink-
ing.

She failed the field 
sobriety test and her pre-
liminary breath test 

resulted in .149 percent 
blood alcohol content. 

— Anthony Viola
Report information 

about this and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Shores Public Safety, 
(313) 881-5500.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Fraud
An employee of a paint 

store in the 20400 block 
of Mack alerted public 
safety at 9:24 a.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 9, of possi-
ble fraudulant use of a 
credit card. The employee 
received a call from a 
woman claiming some-
one used her credit card 
for purchases at the 
store, amounting to three 
transactions totaling 
$6,822.22 over the previ-
ous 30 days.

The employee linked 
the fraudulent transac-
tions to an order sched-
uled to be picked up at 
10:30 a.m. the same day. 
Police staged the area, 
but the suspect did not 
arrive for the order.

Home invasion
When residents of a 

house in the 1900 block 
of Broadstone were 
awakened at 4 a.m. 
Friday, Jan. 12, to the 
sound of glass breaking 
coming from the rear of 
the house, they called 

public safety.
Responding officers 

discovered a broken win-
dow at the rear of the 
house. They called for 
assistance from area 
police in setting up a 
perimeter and requested 
Michigan State Police 
with a K-9 unit.

K-9 tracking was ter-
minated at 5:58 a.m. with 
no results.

Fleeing 
the scene

Offi cers searched for a 
suspect who fled the 
scene of a collision in the 
1800 block of Allard 
approximately 8:51 a.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 13.

The 18-year-old pas-
senger from Harper 
Woods told offi cers the 
man, after rear-ending a 
car parked in the street, 
left to tell his mother 
about the accident. The 
woman said she was 
pregnant with the man’s 
baby, but did not know 
his phone number or 
address.

The owner of the vehi-
cle told police she knew 
the suspect and did not 
give him permission to 
take her vehicle. She did 
not wish to press charges 
at that time.

— Melissa Walsh
Report information on 

these and other crimes to 
Grosse Pointe Woods 
Public Safety, (313) 343-
2400.

REPORTS:
Continued from page 4A
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The next step takes courage. But you’ve 

got this. We’ll be right by your side.

Sign up for a free information session, and talk with our team about weight loss surgery and a 
support plan designed for you.

Surgery can be part of a successful weight loss plan. You work hard. If you have tried diet and exercise and are 

thinking about taking the next step, we are here for you. The Ascension bariatrics team at St. John Providence 

Weight Loss wants to listen to your story and weight loss goals, because no two journeys are alike. Because no two 

journeys are alike, we will work with you to create a plan designed for you.

To sign up for a free weight loss surgery seminar, 
visit stjohnprovidence.org/weight-loss
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The opinions expressed in letters and guest columns are not necessarily views shared by the Grosse Pointe News.

O U R  V I E W

War of egos
To the Editor: 

I have been following 
the continuing saga of 
the library employees 
versus the l ibrary 
administrat ion and 
library board of trustees 
with interest and a 
slowly developing anger. 

The board seems to 

lack the understanding 
that their role is to rep-
resent the interests of 
taxpayers in these 
increasingly adversarial 
contract negotiations. 

Of particular interest 
is the amount of taxpay-
ers’ money being spent 
on attorneys. 

It seems increasingly 
that library board mem-

bers are an impediment 
to any settlement with 
the union; perhaps their 
role needs to be reevalu-
ated. At the very least, 
board members should 
perhaps be elected, as 
are school board mem-
bers. This may help 
them be more respon-
sive to the interests of 
taxpayers and future 
settlements might be 
more easily reached. 

I was in school admin-
istration 30 years, nego-
tiating with AFSME 
unions in three different 
school districts, and I 
have never seen such 
protracted diffi culties in 
reaching settlement. 
This war of egos needs 
to cease.

NANCY GUTIERREZ
Grosse Pointe Park

Winter walking
To the Editor:

People! Please wear 
light or refl ective cloth-
ing when walking in the 
street at night. A fl ash-
light or blinking light 
would also draw atten-
tion to you. 

I very nearly hit a 
lady walking toward me 
the other night.  I 
stopped to tell her I 
didn’t see her.  

She was wearing dark 
clothing and pointed to 
a dim light hanging on 
her chest that was 
barely visible. She said 
she walked facing traf-
fic so she could jump 
out of the way of a car. 

Good grief!
MARY KAYE FERRY
Grosse Pointe Shores

6A  |  OPINION
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T
here seems to be something of a youth 
movement going on at the Grosse Pointe 
Yacht Club.  Next month, Aaron Wagner, 
34, will become the youngest general 
manager in the club’s 104-year-old histo-

ry. Joining him as the next generation of management 
and leadership are Executive Chef Colby Newman, 
35, and Commodore Sean M. Schotthoefer, 39, both 
of whom are also the youngest to hold those positions 
in club history.

Mr. Wagner previously worked at the GPYC for 15 
years. He left as assistant general manager in 2015 
to become GM of Bayview Yacht Club. His return 
after several years with another legendary club will 
doubtless give him a fresh look at the club where he 
began as a 15-year-old busboy some 20 years ago.

Even much older managers would  feel daunted 
fi lling the shoes of Mr. Wagner’s predecessors.

In February, he will be fi lling the vacancy left by 
Tom Trainor, who after 10 years with the club left 
last month to take over as general manager of the 
historic and newly reopened Detroit Club. Mr. 
Trainor came to GPYC in June 2008 after having held 
positions at the Detroit Yacht Club and Detroit 
Athletic Club.

During his tenure at the GPYC, Mr. Trainor led the 
club nine straight years as the No. 1 ranked yacht 
club in America, continuing a 12-year streak that 
actually began under his predecessor, Jack Sullivan. 

Mr. Sullivan began his career at the Wakonda Club 
in Des Moines, Iowa, and Nakoma Golf Club in 
Madison, Wis. While at GPYC, he served as president 
of the Club Managers Association of America and 
was named Club Manager of the Year by Club 
Management Magazine. Since leaving GPYC, Mr. 
Sullivan has served as general manager of The Old 
Collier Golf Club and Hamilton Harbor Yacht Club 
in Naples, Fla., as well as Bay Colony Golf Club, also 
in Naples. In 2011, Mr. Sullivan received the 
Wunderlust Leadership Award for his contributions 
to the industry. 

Mr. Trainor was one of nine children born to James 
T. and Marion Trainor. His father was city editor at 
the old Detroit Times; his mother was a school 
teacher and librarian and longtime columnist for the 
Grosse Pointe News. Mr. Trainor has always been a 
modest man, quietly and capably going about man-
aging the club with little attention to himself. Mr. 
Trainor is doubtless embarrassed by the attention we 
are giving him.

Yet Mr. Trainor and Mr. Sullivan, who hired that 
young man as busboy and who would one day take 
his seat at the GPYC, have much to teach any upcom-
ing private club manager. We think the lesson to be 
learned and emulated is that it is not about the GM; 
it is about the club, its members and board. As long 
as Mr. Wagner remembers that, and we know he will, 
he will go on to join the great legacy of general man-
agers he is continuing — at least until that next capa-
ble young man comes along some 20 to 30 years 
from now! Good luck, Mr. Wagner, and GPYC.

GPYC hires 
‘young’ GM

LETTERS
The Grosse Pointe News welcomes your letters to
the editor. All letters should be typed, double-spaced 
and signed. Letters longer than 250 words may be
edited for length. All letters may be edited for
content. We reserve the right to refuse any letter. 
Include daytime phone number for verifi cation
or questions. The deadline for letters is 3 p.m. 
Monday. Letters to the editor may by emailed to
editor@grossepointenews.com.

Pure 
Grosse 
Pointe
Thursday, Jan. 11, the 
temperature rose to the 
mid-50s in Grosse Pointe 
and a late-afternoon fog 
rolled over the lake, mak-
ing this scene, above, at 
the Grosse Pointe Yacht 
Club. “It was a castle in 
the clouds,” said Grosse 
Pointe Woods resident 
Thomas Kliber, a member 
of the Grosse Pointe 
Camera Club, who took 
this photo. Grosse Pointe 
Shores resident Pat 
Chasteen snapped this 
shot, left,  last week.

O U R  V I E W

A
s many of our online readers know, 
www.grossepointenews.com is now 
back up and running after nearly two 
months of being down. Unfortunately, 
we lost much of our data.

The website was acting erratically in late October 
and early November. Readers were saying they were 
having diffi culty getting to or onto our website. As 
many of you know, we are a paid website with most 
content — except obituaries, etc. — behind a pay-
wall. Regular newspaper subscribers can see all con-
tent online free of additional cost. However, they do 
have to log in. Nonsubscribers need to pay for an 
online subscription.

Everything was working fairly well for the past, 
say, 15-20 years, but it all came to an end Nov. 17. 
The best we can determine is our website host, who 
had been very reliable for some two decades, suf-
fered a major hardware failure. The company is not 
responding to our phone calls and emails. We don’t 
know if we will ever recover all the stories, obituar-
ies and other items stored by the former website pro-
vider.

We have already gotten calls and emails from read-
ers who became used to searching our website for 
past stories, obituaries, letters and the like. We feel 

your pain. We relied on our website to serve as an 
“electronic morgue.”

The careful reader will have noticed we referred 
to our “former” website provider. Since that provider 
went off the grid, at least to us, we were forced to 
fi nd another company to provide hosting. We found 
one recommended by our printer, who owns the 
Lapeer County Press and other fl ags. They use Our 
Home Town as their website host.

In the business, Our Home Town and our former 
host provide a Content Management System, or 
CMS, that is largely database driven. They provide 
website templates we adapt for the look and feel we 
want. It will take some time to tweak the new tem-
plates to our needs, but we will get there.

Also, the website needs to be synced with our sub-
scription software so we know who is a subscriber 
and who isn’t, and we have to link it to our classifi ed 
advertising software and merchant services com-
pany so we can securely take credit card information 
online.

Furthermore, since we had to point our domain 
name to a different web host, the internet routing 
needs to be “relearned” or “propagated” throughout 

Website is up ... and ‘propagating’!

See WEBSITE, page 7A
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I
ran into Duke the 
police dog at the 
Dirty Dog last 
week and congrat-
ulated him on his 

latest arrest. 
Graciously, Duke let 

me get a picture with 
him. His handler, Offi cer 
Tim Harris, suggested I 
follow him on Instagram. 
I did.

I’m not one to get 
giddy around celebrity, 
but Duke is special.

For his service, Duke 
is frequently covered in 

the Grosse Pointe News 
and other local newspa-
pers. The camera always 
captures Duke smiling. 
He clearly loves his job.

Duke’s job: public 
safety specialist.

A German shepherd 
fi nds joy in a job. I know 
this from personal expe-
rience.

I adopted a German 
shepherd-mix — Paczek 
— on Paczki Day — 
w h i l e  l i v i n g  i n 
Hamtramck in 1996, a 
year before my fi rst son 
was born.  Paczek 
bonded with my first-
born right away, then 
with my twin sons, born 
in 1998 — the year we 
moved to Grosse Pointe 
— and with my youngest 
son, born in 2003.

Paczek was a valu-
able, beloved member of 
our family until he died 
of a stroke in 2009. For 
me, he was a walking 
and workout buddy and 
cuddler. He was my par-
enting helper and home 
alarm system.

Pazcek had a knack 
for looking after my 
babies. He’d go into 
razor-back mode when 
strangers came near 
them until I said, “OK.” 
And he kept close watch 
over them as they played 
— cleaning their faces 
as needed.

Paczek’s job: nanny.
Griffi n came to us six 

weeks after Paczek died. 
The 110-pound German 
shepherd and 6-year-old 
retired leader dog imme-

diately found purpose in 
my pack of boys — a 
perfect career change 
into wrestling, playing 
ball, pulling skateboards 
and scooters, jumping 
into the backyard foot-
ball game or snowball 
fi ght, chasing things and 
getting muddy with 
boys.

Coincidentally, Griffi n 
was born the same day 
as my youngest son, 
Marc. So the pair were 
my second set of twins. 
This twin connection led 
to Marc’s ability to trans-
late Griffin’s Scooby 
Doo-like utterances. 
When speaking with his 
family, Griffin talked, 
attempting to enunciate 
human words. He only 
barked at strangers.

“What did Griffin 
say?” I’d ask Marc. 

“He said, ‘Can I have a 
treat?’” Marc might 
reply with certainty.

Griffin passed away 
last year at age 13.

Griffi n’s job: brother.
When Griffin died I 

fell into volunteering to 
watch friends’ dogs 
when they went out of 
town. A frequent guest 
was Raleigh, a large 
German shepherd. We 
discovered Raleigh to be 
an outstanding athlete, 
especially in lacrosse. 
He demonstrated great 
skill in checking a guy 
cradling a ball across my 
backyard to knock it out 
of the net pocket, catch 
it in his mouth and dart 
off at a high rate of 
speed. Raleigh also 
attempted to capture the 
heavy lacrosse balls my 
boys wound up in the 
wand to shoot on the 
net, but would stop short 
of cranking one in when 
Raleigh leapt into the 
crease.

Are there lax helmets 

for German shepherds?
Raleigh’s job: athlete.
Last fall, while camp-

ing in the Upper 
Peninsula with my boy-
friend and his dog, Beau, 
a German shepherd mix, 
on three occasions 
Native people stopped to 
greet Beau, informing us 
that Beau is a “spirit 
dog.” 

“Could it be because 
Beau has one blue eye?” 
we wondered.

Shrug.  Wel l ,  we 
already knew how spe-
cial Beau is to us as a 
peaceful friend and per-
fect listener.

Beau’s job: healer.
Feb. 4 marks the anni-

versary of Griffin’s 
death. It’s time to invite 
another dog to join my 
family, perhaps another 
with German shepherd 
genes. I wonder what 
job will suit our new 
family member.
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Work like a dog

YESTERDAY’S HEADLINES

1943
75 years ago this week

THREE RESIGN 
FROM COUNCIL: The 
president and two trust-
ees resigned their posts 
in Grosse Pointe Farms in 
protest against “methods 
followed by that majority 
which now dominates the 
Council.”

Chief cause for the res-
ignations is believed to be 
in connection with the 
wage increase granted to 
fi re and police employ-
ees.

SCHOOLS GRANT 
PAY BOOSTS: 
Culminating three 
months of study, the 
Grosse Pointe Board of 
Education granted a spe-
cial 10 percent increase 
to all employees. It is on 
salaries for the remainder 
of the budget year ending 
June 30, 1943 and limited 
to $125.

1968
50 years ago this week

TEACHER PAY BIG 
ITEM IN FUTURE 
COSTS: School offi cials 
outlined the procedure 
used in arriving at the re-
quest for a 7 1/2-mill in-
crease in the current op-
erating levy.

The following factors 
were taken into consider-
ation: future salary ad-
justments; cost of addi-
tional staff and utilities 
for North High School 
scheduled to open in 
September; 20 additional 
staff members to accom-
modate enrollment 
growth throughout the 
district; and national in-

fl ationary spiral that in-
creases the costs of ser-
vices required by the 
schools.

LIGGETT SCHOOL’S 
PLAYGROUND AGAIN 
ON WOODS AGENDA: 
More information is sup-
plied on the continuing 
saga of the Liggett School 
playground facilities.

The Shores-Woods 
Home Owners 
Association and the 
Woods Council have been 
attempting to come to 
terms with Liggett School 
on the use of its play-
ground facilities by 
neighborhood children.

Discussions pro and 
con have been going on 
since as far back as 1962.

1993
25 years ago this week

PARK BOARDWALK 
COMES TOGETHER: 
Thanks to benevolent 
weather and residents’ 
generosity, the lakeside 
boardwalk at Patterson 
Park is about 70 percent 
complete.

The 870-foot-long 
wooden boardwalk will 
have child-proof railings 
and six three-sided balco-
nies jutting over the 
shore about 8 feet out 
from the boardwalk, 

where people can sit on 
benches and watch the 
boats go by.

DOG TAKES BITE 
OUT OF CRIME: Grosse 
Pointe Woods police are 
investigating a report that 
two men assaulted a 
woman in front of her 
home on Newcastle.

The 28-year-old victim 
said her doorbell rang, 
but when she looked out-
side was unable to see 
who was there. She 
walked outside and saw 
two men standing in her 
next-door neighbor’s 
driveway.

One of them grabbed 
her upper arm, causing 
her to slide on the ice. 
The woman screamed 
and her dog — pushing 
the front door open — 
bolted out of the house 
and bit the left leg of the 
man who had grabbed 
her arm.

The men fl ed the scene.

2008
10 years ago this week

TRADER JOE’S TO 
OPEN FEB. 1: After 
months of negotiations, 
planning and construc-
tion, Trader Joe’s is ready 
to occupy the back of 
Kercheval Place.

— Karen Fontanive
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all the switches and routers that make 
up the World Wide Web. (Sounds old 
fashioned today, doesn’t it?)

At any rate, please bear with us as 
we get back up to full speed. One thing 
we learned is that our online presence 
is more used and in demand than we 
realized. This is a good lesson to be 
learned and incorporated in all we do.

In the meantime, all content will be 
open until we get the paywall back up. 

Also, we are fortunate to have a part-
nership with the Grosse Pointe Public 
Library, which has searchable scanned 
copies of all our issues going back to 
Volume 1, No. 1, Nov. 7, 1940. The link 
is digitize.gp.lib.mi.us/digitize/news
papers/gpnews.htm. Or click on the 
drop-down menu, Research & 
Reference, on the library’s home page, 
gp.lib.mi.us, and select Special 
Collections/Local History Archives. It’s 
a little tricky getting there, so book-
mark it once you do!

Good luck and we apologize for the 
inconvenience.

WEBSITE:
Continued from page 6A

The Eastern High 
S c h o o l  A l u m n i 
Assoc ia t ion’s  63rd 
annual dinner took 
place Oct. 1, and fea-
tured more than 500 
alumni. Seven individu-
als were inducted into 
the EHS Hall of Fame 
during the event: Don 
L i n d o w,  C h a r l e s 
Sterret t ,  Dr.  John 
K a s t r a n ,  M i l t o n 
L o b s t e i n ,  C h a r l e s 
Treger, Dolores Martin 
and John Wearing.

Chairman of the cere-
mony was Edward Deeb, 
founder of the Eastern 
Market  Merchants 
Association, Michigan 
Food and Beverage 
Association, Friends of 
Eastern Market and 
Metro Detroit Youth 
Day.

Lindow was a retired 
c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e 
M i c h i g a n  M u t u a l 
Insurance Co., where he 
worked 70 years. He 
also was past president 
of the Detroit Athletic 
Club and spent four 
years in the U.S. Navy 
during World War II. He 
served as national presi-
dent and treasurer of the 
Chartered Property and 
Casualty Underwriters, 
president of the Detroit 
Historical Society, vice 
chairman of the Greater 
Detroit Chamber of 
Commerce, director of 
the Michigan State 
Chamber of Commerce 
and vice president of 
United Way.

Sterrett played semi-
professional football for 
the Michigan Arrows 

seven years and profes-
sional softball for Little 
Caesars. In business, he 
worked for his son 14 
years and before that 
was self-employed. He 
and his wife, Betty, have 
been married 62 years.

Kastran has taught 
and was a leader in sev-
eral areas of education, 
including as assistant 
principal, then second-
ary principal at Mount 
Clemens High School, 
as well as principal of 
Grosse Pointe North 
High School. Three 
years after he retired, he 
became principal at 
Berkley High School, 
then Lake Orion High 
School. He also served 
as president of the North 
Central Association 
Team, Macomb County 
Principals Association 
and as a consultant for 
new school openings. 
He has three daughters, 
fi ve grandchildren and 
several great-grandchil-
dren.

Lobstein joined the 
U.S. Navy after high 
school  and served 
aboard a naval fl eet ship 
four years. He then 
joined the Detroit Police 
Department, where he 
served 30 years. He was 
elected state com-
mander of the American 
Legion and was instru-
mental in helping the 
Michigan Senate rename 
I-75 the “American 
Legion Highway.”

Treger attended the 
Peabody Conservatory 
and Aspen School of 
Music, studying under 

violin pedagogue Ivan 
Galamian,  Szymon 
Goldberg and William 
Kroll. In 1962, he com-
peted at the Henryk 
Wien iawsk i  Vio l in 
Competition against 32 
countries and placed 
fi rst — the fi rst American 
to do so. He later toured 
14 countries, taught at 
the Hartt School of 
Music and is on the fac-
ulty of the University of 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  i n 
Amherst.

Martin, nee Bartalucci, 
was a retired East 
Detroit Public School 
employee, Red Hat 
Society member and 
member of the Michigan 
Association of Retired 
School Personnel. She 
was active in the estab-
lishment of the Eastern 
High School wing at 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
High School in Detroit, 
co-chairing a reception 
at the school when the 
wing was renamed.

Wearing served as a 
tail-gunner on a B17 
bomber, fl ying 35 mis-
sions with the Army Air 
Force. He and his crew 
were nominated for a 
French Legion of Honor 
medal. He also was past 
president of the Detroit 
Association of Grocery 
M a n u f a c t u r e r s ’ 
Representatives.

The Eastern High 
School Hall of Fame was 
established in 2013. As 
one of the oldest high 
schools in Detroit, orga-
nizers believed it impor-
tant  to  recognize 
outstanding alumni.

Eastern High alumni honored

www.gpbr.com

Only one website 
gives you access to 
900+ local REALTORS® 
and a list of homes 
open for tour.

List updated every
Thursday at 5pm.

RS®
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Geoffrey Young has a 
big decision to make. 
Appointed interim assis-
tant principal at Grosse 
Pointe North High School 
upon the midyear resig-
nation of Tom Beach, the 
veteran English teacher 
must choose whether to 
throw his hat in the ring 
long term.

“The only thing I know 
for a certainty is … that I 
love teaching,” Young 
said. “I always have from 
day one when I fi rst knew 
that teaching was what I 
felt called to do. I enjoy 
the challenges of it. I 
enjoy the successes of it. 
I enjoy the relationships I 
build with students and 
the value I see they fi nd 
in their relationships and 
their growth. I would 
never want that part of 
my career to go away.”

Young started his 
teaching career at North 
19 years ago. He faced a 
decision then, too — to 
teach in his native 
Detroit, which had 
always been the plan, or 
in Grosse Pointe, where 
he completed his student 
teaching while an under-
graduate at University of 
Detroit Mercy.

Young said he focused 
his undergraduate work 
on disparities in urban 
and suburban education.

“My professor — a res-
ident of Grosse Pointe — 
pointedly asked if I had 

any interaction in a sub-
urban environment and I 
said I had not.”

The professor arranged 
the student teaching 
opportunity at Pierce 
Middle School — an 
experience Young admit-
ted he enjoyed more than 
he expected.

“When I was done with 
my student teaching, I was 
prepared to go back to the 
city,” he said. “I had an 
interview, in fact, at my old 
high school, Cody High 
School. I was hired and 
prepared to teach there.”

However, an opportu-
nity opened up at Pierce 
leading to an offer at 
North.

“Even that was a bless-
ing for me, because I 
really do think I was bet-
ter suited for high 
school,” Young said. 
“Once I got started here 
with the staff and stu-
dents, I realized this was 
the best place for me.”

Nor has he looked 
back.

“There are no regrets 
about it. This is the only 
school I’ve ever worked 
in. It’s been a personal 
and professional joy to be 
here,” he said.

Young credits North 
for expanding his “vision 
of what it means to be a 
good teacher. That being 
a good teacher also 

means that I’m a teacher 
leader. In our leadership 
team, we use that phrase 
a lot: being teacher lead-
ers. It’s not purely about 
what I do in that class-
room with the students 
and what the teaching 
and learning looks like in 
the classroom with kids, 
but it’s also what it looks 
like with other profes-
sionals, with my col-
leagues. It’s also about 
how much time I spend 
perfecting and growing 
my own craft (and con-
tributing to) the leader-
ship in the building.”

Young will fi nish up his 
work with the students 
this semester before focus-
ing on his administrative 
role, which will include 
continuing as chairman of 
the English department. 
His course load runs the 
gamut — freshman assist, 
a program geared to help-
ing struggling freshmen 
succeed over their four 
years; collaborative expos-
itory writing and explora-
tions in reading geared 
toward upperclassmen 
and taught in collabora-
tion with a special educa-
tion teacher; and advanced 
placement language and 
composition.

“I have a pretty wide 
spectrum where I go 
from ninth-graders to 
seniors, everyone from 
the student who might 
struggle the most to 
those who are most aca-
demically naturally suc-
cessful,” Young said.

It’s interacting with 
these students in the 
classroom he will most 
miss. To his surprise, the 
feeling is mutual. While 
students were congratu-
latory when he shared 
the news of his new role, 
he encountered a sad-
ness he didn’t expect.

“It  makes sense, 
because I feel that same 
thing,” he said. “I have 
that bittersweet feeling of 
I have this new opportu-
nity which is exciting and 
I’m looking forward to 
doing it. But I also don’t 
know what it feels like to 
not every day be in the 
classroom. This is what 
I’ve done for the last 18, 
19 years and to do that 
with people and for peo-
ple I care about. That 
change is going to be 
interesting to navigate. 
But I think the fact that 
my students are so 
invested in me, the cul-
ture of the classroom and 
each other, that’s a testa-
ment to the kind of peo-
ple we have in the 
community, the kind of 
kids that exist here. I’m 
sad to not be in the mid-
dle of that every hour of 
the day, but hopefully I 
think I can support it in 
this other way too.”

North Principal Kate 
Murray agrees leaving 
the classroom for an 
administrator role is a 
tough transition. But 
Young is in good com-
pany. Murray faced this 
decision after 15 years in 

the classroom, Michelle 
Davis, recently named 
assistant principal and 
athletic director, after 22 
years and Assistant 
Principal David Reed-
Nordwall after 10 years. 

Combined,  that ’s 
nearly seven decades of 
classroom experience, 
Murray said, “which is 
incredibly unusual but 
necessary for school 
leadership.”

Murray, who once co-
chaired the English 
department with Young, 
described him as “an 
advocate for all stu-
dents, an instructional 
leader and a teacher of 
teachers.

“Geoffrey loves teach-
ing and will always love 
teaching,” she continued. 
“In this transition, what 
he will realize is he will 
forever be a teacher; it’s 
just a different type of 
teaching. There’s not a 
day that will go by that he 
will not miss the class-
room. There’s not a day 
that goes by that I do not 
miss the classroom.”

It’s this connection to 
the classroom and the 
students, however, that 
“continually reminds you 
what is our most impor-
tant work,” she added.

Said Young, “One of 
the benefits I think of 
the position I’m in right 
now is that I love what I 
do and I also feel like I 
have a calling and will 
fi nd a love for what I’m 
about to do.”

By Mary Anne Brush
Staff Writer

North teacher steps into administrator role

COURTESY PHOTO

Geoffrey Young with his wife, Allyson, and 
16-month-old son, Harper, at the Franklin Cider 
Mill. The couple expects a second child — also a boy 
— in June.

The Grosse Pointe 
Public School System 
Board of Education 
kicked off budget discus-
sions for 2018-19 at its 
fi rst regular meeting of 
the year Jan. 8. A first 
draft of the budget must 
be presented to the board 
by April 30.

A preliminary list of 
budget parameters was 
narrowed to seven:
� Provide resources to 

achieve the action points 
identifi ed in the district’s 
strategic plan.
� Elect not to partici-

pate in schools of choice.
� Achieve a fund 

equity of at least 9 per-
cent of expenditures.
� Maintain elemen-

tary class size at or below 
24 students for kinder-
garten, 27 for grades 1 to 
3 and 30 for grades 4 to 5.
� Explore the lease 

option of 389 St. Clair.
� Explore the trian-

gulation of new students 
to decrease the need to 
hire new staff and possi-
bly close a building due 
to low enrollment.
� Explore the oppor-

tunity for a bond referen-
dum to address the 
district’s critical needs.

The parameter gener-
ating the most discussion 
involved triangulation, a 
clustering of neighbor-
hood schools to provide 
options for placement 
when class size is at 
capacity — Defer, Maire 
and Trombly elementary 
schools on the south 
side; Kerby, Monteith 
and Richard elementary 
schools in the middle; 
and Ferry, Mason and 
Poupard elementary 
schools on the north 
side.

“This past year we had 
to add almost a half a mil-

lion dollars to our costs 
as we got new students 
into the district,” Board 
Treasurer Judy Gafa said. 
“Whereas if we had these 
students possibly in a tri-
angle, we could have fi t 
new students into one of 
the schools, maintain our 
class size and not have to 
hire a new teacher. The 
purpose — and I think 
most of the board mem-
bers agree with it now — 
is because otherwise 
we’re going to have to 
start closing schools. If 
we navigate a way with-
out causing too much 
stress to our families … I 
do think it’s worth look-
ing at as a budget sav-
ings.”

According to Jon Dean, 
deputy superintendent of 
educational services, the 
district added sections at 
Defer, Ferry and Kerby 
this year and Trombly 
the preceding year, 
resulting in new hires.

“This year it was four 
to six teachers we added. 
The preceding year it 
was three to fi ve,” Dean 
said. “If (triangulation) 
were in place even as we 
were doing our staffi ng 
decisions, even in the 
spring, we might have 
made different decisions 
than we ended up having 
to make. So there are sig-
nifi cant resources to be 
saved by doing this.”

T h e s e  d e c i s i o n s 
impacted four to six fam-
il ies,  according to 
Superintendent Gary 
Niehaus.

S e c r e t a r y  C i n d y 
Pangborn disagreed with 
the proposal.

“To tell someone who 
is buying a home in 
Grosse Pointe that we are 
forcing them to go to a 
school that is not their 
neighborhood school will 
I think create havoc,” she 
said.

“Nobody wants to 
move after they’re regis-
tered, once they’re 
enrolled,” Niehaus said. 
“But if you’re told before 
you enroll, before you 
register, that that section 
is closed at Richard or 
Trombly or Kerby or 
whatever, it would be 
(our) fi rst opportunity to 
give them a choice…. 
They would get a choice 
of which one they go to 
and we would have to 
make room for them 
accordingly.”

“You get a choice of the 
alternatives, not the one 
you bought the house 
for,” Pangborn said.

“I think we’re at the 
point with our budget 
and our decreasing 
enrollment that we have 
to look at things that are 
unsavory. ... We have to 
fi nd a way to save money 
or we’re going to end up 
closing a school,” Gafa 
said. “And when we close 
a school, we’re going to 
displace hundreds of 
families versus fi ve or six 
families. At this point in 
time, I think it’s worth 
exploring…. I’m under 
the impression if we had 
done it last year, we 
might  have saved 
$500,000 this year.”

Details to be “ironed 
out,”  according to 
Niehaus, include place-
ment of siblings and the 
option for a student to 
remain at that school for 
the balance of their ele-
mentary school years.

Dean suggested the 
policy committee take a 
look at the proposal and 
bring it back to the 
board for further dis-
cussion.

“I suspect we’re going 
to have a lot of discus-
sions about this in the 
c o m i n g  m o n t h s , ” 
P r e s i d e n t  B r i a n 
Summerfi eld said.

By Mary Anne Brush
Staff Writer

School board reviews 
budget parameters

Employer demand for 
frontline cybersecurity 
occupations is at an all-
time high. According to a 
cybersecurity skills gap 
analysis prepared by the 

Workforce Intelligence 
Network for Southeast 
Michigan, it increased 
414 percent from 2010 to 
2016.

The need for employ-
ees in this industry is so 
great, if every single 
freshman currently 

enrolled in college signed 
up for a cybersecurity 
program, there still 
would not be enough 
employees to meet the 
demand, according to 
Brian Stackpoole, Grosse 
Pointe North High School 
TV production teacher 
and Career and Technical 
Education coordinator.

It’s no surprise, then, 
cybersecurity is the num-
ber one area the state of 
Michigan is promoting 
for high schools to pur-
sue as part of a program 
designed to provide stu-
dents of all ages with the 
academic and technical 
skills, knowledge and 
training necessary to suc-
ceed in future careers.

These facts, presented 

Cybersecurity class 
opens career path
By Mary Anne Brush
Staff Writer

See CLASS, page 10A
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School: Parcells Middle 
School
Years at Parcells: 31
Grade/Subject: Seventh-
grade English
Nominated by: Dan 
Hartley, principal
Principal’s quote:

“Mr. Bens is an out-
standing teacher who 
does a phenomenal job 
year after year after year. 
He runs the Parcells 
Spelling Bee and has 
taken multiple students 
to the national fi nals to 
compete in Washington, 
D.C. He works as a staff 
mentor, organizes fund-
raisers and keeps score 
at our basketball games. 

“Most notably, Mr. Bens 
works extremely hard to 
inspire his students to 
become great readers 
and writers. He spends a 
tremendous amount of 
time providing feedback 
to his students. He is here 
early every morning, late 
every afternoon and 
takes home stacks of 
papers on breaks and 
weekends to read, correct 
and provide feedback for 
student growth. Dan is a 
leader by example from 
whom our staff and stu-
dents all benefi t.”
What do you enjoy 
most about teaching?

There are many ele-
ments of teaching that I 

enjoy: getting to know 
the students, interacting 
with them and seeing 
them learn; helping stu-
dents think in new ways 
about language and 
learning; challenging 
students to commit them-
selves to using language 
in meaningful ways; 
reading students’ writing 
pieces and writer’s note-
book entries; reading 
and discussing literature 
in a classroom setting; 
being part of an excellent 
Parcells staff; communi-
cating with former stu-
dents and finding out 
about their lives now; 
knowing I’m doing some-
t h i n g  i m p o r t a n t . 
Teaching offers many 
rewards.
Describe a teaching 
accomplishment 
you’re proud of or a 
“teachable moment” 
you experienced.

There have been accom-
plishments along the way 
that stand out, like con-
ducting the Parcells 
Spelling Bee every year 
and having six of our 
champions (so far) move 
on to compete in the 
National Spelling Bee, or 
organizing and going on 
eighth-grade trips to 
Washington, D.C., or 
annually sending former 
students letters from their 

seventh-grade selves 
when they are about to 
graduate from high 
school, but what stays 
with me most of all is the 
teaching, the “ordinary” 
moments in class, helping 
students become better 
writers and readers.
Please share a book or 
person that has 
inspired you or your 
teaching.

My teaching has proba-
bly been most inspired by 
the books “In the Middle” 
by Nancie Atwell and “The 
Art of Teaching Writing” 
by Lucy McCormick 
Calkins.
Favorite quote:

“It is only with the 
heart that one can see 
rightly; what is essential 
is invisible to the eye.”

— Antoine de Saint-
Exupery,  from

“The Little Prince”

Dan Bens
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Teacher of
THE WEEK

Since the inception of 
the Young Authors’ 
Festival, hosted by the 
University of Michigan-
Dearborn Mardigian 
Library, Kari Mannino’s 
students in the 4/5 magnet 
class at Defer Elementary 
School have won 22 of 50 
possible awards pre-
sented to fourth- and fi fth-
graders. The number has 
grown from three winners 
in 2013, four in 2014 and 
2015, fi ve in 2016 and six 
in 2017. The last three 
years also have included a 
grand prize winner.

This year’s grand prize 
winner was Morgan 
Mannino for her story, 
“Sunny.” Mannino — no 
known relation to her 
teacher — received a cer-
tifi cate and $100 Barnes & 
Noble gift card for her 
efforts. Also receiving 
awards were Erin 
Simpson, grade 4, first 
place for “They’re Hungry 

Too”; Lyric Phelan, grade 
4, second place for “Recipe 
for a Happy Day”; Omar 
Siddiqui, grade 5, first 
place for “The Upstander”; 
Ethan Xia, grade 5, second 
place for “Luminous”; and 
Ayden Ty Lollar, grade 5, 
third place for “Stand Up 
to Bullying.”

“All of our students 
each year work so hard 
to produce a piece they 
are proud of submitting,” 
said Mannino. “Our six 
winners this year repre-
sented their classroom, 
school and district so 
well when they proudly 
read their winning pieces 
at the festival.”

Mannino credited 
Danielle DeFauw, U-M-
Dearborn assistant profes-
sor of reading and 
language arts at the 
College of Education, 
Health and Human 
Services, and Barbara 
Kriigel, Mardigian Library 
associate director, for their 
roles in organizing the 
writing contest and festi-

val, which brings together 
children in grades 3 to 5. 
This year’s event was held 
Nov. 11.

“The contest itself pro-
vides an authentic reason 
for our students to be 
motivated to write,” she 
said. “By offering our stu-
dents a different audience 
to read their pieces, it pro-
duces an internal drive in 
our students to do their 
best writing. The festival 
itself is so well organized 
and it is such a positive 
experience for all who 
attend. There are sessions 
for our students to help 
them become better writ-
ers, taught by students at 
U-M-Dearborn. They 
bring back great writing 
strategies and teach the 
rest of our class what they 
have learned. There is 
always a successful, pub-
lished author who speaks 
to our kids and families 
about the importance of 
writing and process of 
writing and their speeches 
are always motivational. 

I’ve had students tell me 
as they leave the festival 
that they would like to 
become a writer some-
day.”

The featured author at 
the fifth annual festival 
was award-winning 
author and illustrator 
Matt Faulkner, who talked 
about the challenges of 
writing and rewriting a 
book, and then having to 
rewrite again based on 
feedback from editors.

“The experience as a 
whole prepares them in 
so many ways,” Mannino 
said. “First of all, it is an 

experience of working 
hard and having the 
results of your hard work 
be rewarded. Secondly, 
students are given the 
opportunity to present 
their pieces to a room full 
of students and families 
and to have that practice 
of speaking aloud confi -
dently at an early age is 
so beneficial for their 
future as they move 
through school and 
become proactive, adult 
citizens in society and in 
the workplace.”

The 2017 Young 
Authors’ Writing Contest 

received approximately 
150 entries. This year’s 
theme was “Standing Up 
for What You Believe In.” 
Wo r k s h o p  t o p i c s 
included imaginative 
writing, creating thank 
you letters to veterans in 
honor of Veterans Day, 
bringing a favorite meme 
to life, creating a story 
inspired by music and 
objects and print and 
bookmaking. While the 
children were in work-
shops, parents received 
tips on how to inspire 
their children to continue 
writing and reading.

By Mary Anne Brush
Staff Writer

The write stuff
Defer students win awards at young authors festival

COURTESY PHOTO

At the Young Authors’ Festival are, from left, Morgan Mannino, 4/5 magnet 
teacher Kari Mannino, Erin Simpson, Lyric Phelan, Ethan Xia, Omar Siddiqui, 
Ayden Ty Lollar and Defer Principal Lisa Rheaume.

PHOTO BY MARY ANNE BRUSH

From left, North EGI teacher Dan Gilleran, Rev. Faith Fowler, South EGI
teacher Meg Pierce and SERVE Director Alicia Carlisle.

Students in Grosse 
Pointe North and Grosse 
Pointe South high 
schools’ exploring global 
issues class collected 
nearly $1,000 — enough 
money for two solar-
powered generators for a 
grade school in Puerto 
Rico. During class Jan. 
11, Rev. Faith Fowler, 
executive director of 
Cass Community Social 
Services, paid a special 
visit to collect the money 
before heading to Puerto 
Rico Jan. 16.

Students — who dou-
bled their original goal 
of $500 — raised money 
through  luncht ime 
bake sales and a penny 
wars competition. They 
were inspired to help 
Fowler when they heard 
about her efforts during 
a  presenta t ion  on 
Cass’s Tiny Homes 
project. The solar-pow-
ered generators were 
an outgrowth of this 
project.

“It’s nice to have a 
school supporting a 
school,” Fowler said. 
“The kids have been 
without power since 
September.  They ’re 
saying for their area 
they’re not going to 
have it until next May, 
according to the TV. I’ll 
know better once I get 
there. So it’ll get them 
lights and fans and 
some internet capabili-
ties that they’ve lost for 
several months.”

T h e  e l e m e n t a r y 
school serves primarily 
children of laborers 
from the Dominican 
Republic, Fowler said. 
Parents rely on the 
school from 7 a.m. to 7 
p.m.

“A longer day without 
electricity is a longer 
day,” Fowler said. “I’m 
pretty excited about 
being able to help them 
and to have this school 
connection of kids help-
ing kids is a pretty cool 
thing.

“We are very grate-
ful,” she added. “What 
a great bunch of young 
people.”

— Mary Anne Brush

Generating support 
for Puerto Rico

Three University Liggett 
School seniors were rec-
ognized by the Louisa St. 
Clair Chapter of Daughters 
o f  the  Amer ican 
Revolution in the 
Christopher Columbus 
Essay contest. The con-
test, open to students in 
the area, asked students to 
write about what con-
vinced the Spanish monar-
chy to support Christopher 
Columbus instead of the 
Spanish explorers.

Winners in the 12th-
grade division were 
Tristan Shogren, first 
place; Maria Fields, sec-
ond place; and Victoria 
Ortiz, third place.

They will be honored 
Saturday, Feb. 3, at the 
chapter’s Youth Education 
and Awards Day at the 
Country Club of Detroit.

Seniors recognized

GPPSS Info Nights

Young 5s & Kindergarten 
7pm 1/18 Every Elementary 

Multi-Age 7pm 1/25 Trombly

for grades 1-3

Personal tours call 313-432-3003 or visit www.gpschools.org
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THURSDAY, JAN. 18

 ◆ The district hosts Young 
Fives & Kindergarten 
Information Night 7 p.m. 
for parents of incoming 
students at their neighbor-
hood elementary school.

THURSDAY, JAN. 25

 ◆ University Liggett 
School presents a World 
War I exhibition hosted, cu-
rated and created by 11th- 
and 12th-grade students in 
Liggett’s History of World 
War I course 5 to 7 p.m. in 
the lobby. The event is open 
to the public. Liggett is lo-
cated at 1045 Cook, Grosse 
Pointe Woods.

 ◆ Students in Liggett’s 
Latin American History 
class present their fi nal 
projects — original histori-
cal fi ction— 6 p.m. at the 
Grosse Pointe Public 
Library Ewald branch, 
15175 E. Jefferson, Grosse 
Pointe Park. The reading 
is open to the public.

 ◆ Parents interested in 
learning about the dis-
trict’s multi-age program 
are invited to a Multi-age 
Information Night 7 p.m. 
at Trombly Elementary 
School, 820 Beaconsfi eld, 
Grosse Pointe Park.

THURSDAY, FEB. 1

 ◆ Grosse Pointe South 
High School’s choirs host 
their Winter Spectacular 
concert 7 p.m. at the 
Christian A. Fenton 
Performing Arts Center, 
707 Vernier, Grosse Pointe 
Woods. The evening fea-
tures soloists as well as en-
semble performances. 
Tickets, available at gp-
southchoir.org and 
Posterity Gallery in The 
Village, are $10 for lower 
level and balcony seats 
and $8 for students or se-
nior citizens. Gold Cards 
are accepted.

Week Ahead

to the Grosse Pointe 
Public School System 
Board of Education at the 
regular meeting Jan. 8, 
bolstered the proposal of 
a cybersecurity program 
to be added to the dis-
trict’s offerings for 10th-, 
11th- and 12th-graders at 
both North and Grosse 
Pointe South high schools 
next school year.

According to GPPSS 
Director of Secondary 
Education Maureen Bur, 
Superintendent Gary 
Niehaus, South TV pro-
duction teacher Steve 
Geresy and North 
Assistant Principal and 
Athletic Director Michelle 
Davis — who coordinates 
the CTE program with 
Stackpoole — explored 
options with Wayne 
County Community 
College last summer.

“Due to some exorbi-
tant pricing, we didn’t 
think we were going to 
be able to make this hap-
pen,” Bur said, “but due 
to Brian Stackpoole and 
his continued zest and 
diligence in looking at 
what options are, we’re 
bringing forth together a 
proposal today that is 
cost-neutral to the dis-
trict because all funding 
would come from the 
CTE funds.”

CTE courses “are the 
programs that have a 
direct link to getting stu-
dents career and college 
ready,” Stackpoole said, 
and often include an 
industry-recognized cre-

dential, certificate or 
ar t iculated col lege 
credit. Because of the 
unique needs of these 
classes, the state pro-
vides additional funding. 
This funding has grown 
from $100,000 in 2016-
17, the fi rst year the pro-
gram was introduced to 
the district, to $297,000 
in 2017-18. The addition 
of a cybersecurity pro-
gram potentially will 
increase these funds 
even more.

“We’ve wanted to start 
this program for the last 
couple of years and we’ve 
been researching about 
how do we do this,” 
Stackpoole said. “We had 
two main issues: who 
would be certified to 
teach it and how do you 
pay for it?”

The first issue was 
addressed when the state 
allowed the class to be 
taught by anyone with a 
CTE certifi cate in market-
ing, business administra-
tion or in the career cluster 
for instructional technical 
design — areas where 
North and South teachers 
already are certifi ed.

Cost created a bigger 
obstacle. The creation of 
a network required a 
40-seat computer lab at a 
price tag of $125,000 to 
$150,000 per school.

To surmount this prob-
lem, the Michigan 
Initiative for Cyber 
Education, created by 
three CTE teachers 
throughout the state who, 
at the state’s request, seek 
to expand cyber educa-
tion in Michigan, is build-
ing hubs throughout the 

state, Stackpoole said, the 
first at Wayne County 
Community College dis-
trict. Rather than requir-
ing a dedicated computer 
lab at the high schools, as 
previously proposed, stu-
dents will be able to link 
to WCCC’s network, sig-
nifi cantly reducing start-
up costs.

The projected cost is 
about $75 per student for 
the year, Stackpoole said, 
which would be covered 
by CTE funding.

The program includes 
a range of certifi cations, 
starting with basic infor-
mation technology, cyber 
essentials and introduc-
tion to cybersecurity cer-
tifications, potentially 
leading to more advanced 
ones like security pro.

“If they take all of those 
tests through these 
classes and pass, you’re 
looking at high school 
students being able to 
graduate and go into the 
job fi eld at about $18 per 
hour,” Stackpoole said, 
adding cybersecurity is a 
good option for students 
interested in the law 
enforcement fi eld.

“This is something that 
is in demand and needed 
right now,” Stackpoole 
said. “The state is doing 
everything it can to help 
us start these programs 
and this is definitely 
something we are able to 
do right now.”

With registrat ion 
beginning this month, 
the course is included 
among 2018-19 selec-
tions pending board 
approval at the next reg-
ular meeting Jan. 22.

CLASS:
Continued from page 8A

Grosse Pointe schools 
were among eight area 
schools participating in 
the Eastside Catholic 
Forensic League meet 
for seventh- and eighth-
graders Saturday, Dec. 
9, at St. Joan of Arc 
School. St. Paul on the 
Lake Catholic School 
placed second and 
Grosse Pointe Academy 
placed fourth. St. Clare 
of Montefalco School 
and Our Lady Star of 
the Sea Catholic School 
came in seventh- and 
eighth-place, respec-
tively.

Team members com-
pete in their chosen cat-
egories, performing a 
published literary work 
appropriate to their cat-
egory before judges. 
Participants are ranked 
in three rounds of com-
petition, with awards 
given to the top per-
formers. 

Several St. Paul stu-
dents won plaques for 
placing in all three 
rounds: Katelyn Moyer, 
Lily Nederhood, Noah 
Stiyer, Christian Potts 
and Charlotte Thibault 
— fi rst overall in multi-
ple; Isabel Stoller — 
second  overa l l  in 
impromptu;  Megan 
Kornmeier — third over-
all in prose; and Alex 
English — third overall 
in poetry.

The following stu-
dents won fi rst place in 
at least one round in 
their respective catego-
ries:

St. Paul
Emily Fox, Megan 

Kornmeier — prose; 
Alex English — poetry; 
Savvanna Cardaris, 

George Gardey, Aidan 
London — drama; 
Shannon Dame, Margot 
Murphy, Megan Dean — 
storytelling; Nicholas 
Borrego, Isabel Stoller 
— impromptu; Elle 
Bojarczyk and Gaby 
D u l w o r t h y,  Q u i n n 
C a s s i d y  a n d  L i l y 
Ye z b a c k ,  B r o o k e 
Lezotte and Joseph 
Schueneman — duo; 
and Katelyn Moyer, Lily 
Nederhood, Christian 
Potts,  Noah Stiyer, 
Charlotte Thibault — 
multiple.

Grosse Pointe 
Academy

Alexander Kuplicki — 
prose; Kobe Donaldson 
— drama; Kiki Donaldson 
— storytelling; Bode 
N e u m e i s t e r  — 
impromptu; Katherine 
Cotton and Anna Gray — 
duo; Naya Azoury, 
Mallory Childs, Jack 
Kendall, Jack Rollins and 
Gwyn Smith — multiple.

St. Clare of 
Montefalco

Kandice Jones — 
prose; Arym Ward — 
poetry; Blake Hern, 
Ol iv ia  Johnson — 
d r a m a ;  L i l l y 
Montgomery, Amira 
Scott, Aubriana Scott, 
Morgan Swanson and 
Julian Townsend — 
multiple.

Our Lady Star of 
the Sea

Amanda Campo — 
prose; Paul Ciaravino — 
storytelling; Tommy 
Drawbaugh — declama-
tion; Olivia Dimuzio 
and P.J. Wortman — 
duo.

— Mary Anne Brush

Schools compete
in forensics league

On Dec. 22, students and staff at Kerby Elementary School gathered to wish 
Grosse Pointe Farms Public Safety Offi cer and Farms School Liaison Offi cer 
Stephen Puckett well in his retirement. The students wrote their favorite mem-
ories of Offi cer Puckett and put them in a binder as a keepsake. A few students 
read their memories aloud. 

Farewell to Offi cer Puckett
PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT
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Many thanks to all of our loyal customers
for 43 wonderful years.

We have truly appreciated your patronage!

We are closing our doors on Wednesday, January 31st
and all of our inventory must go.

Everything (except for liquor) is DRASTICALLY REDUCED
so hurry in for best selection!

17320 Mack Avenue • Grosse Pointe, MI 48230
313-885-2020

Come home to the

— I did!
John Minnis, Publisher

Join me by
subscribing today!
Call 313-343-5578
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The Grosse Pointe 
Artists Association wants 
everyone to know just 
how special Grosse 
Pointe and Detroit are. 
One way it shares that 
message is through its 
Your Old Mansion series, 
returning to The War 
Memorial a second year.

“One of the things the 
Grosse Pointe Artists 
Association is really 
working on is developing 
programming that will 
give people some back-
ground on why Grosse 
Pointe is so special,” said 
Karen Pope, GPAA presi-
dent, “and getting people 
outside of Grosse Pointe 
to come to The War 
Memorial so they can 
enjoy the exhibits and 
special things that are 
there. A third reason is, 
we need to raise funds 
for our programs. This 
seemed like a logical idea 
to have educational 
things rather than a typi-
cal fundraiser.”

Following in the foot-
steps of a successful 
freshman year, Your Old 
Mansion features four 
Sunday afternoon lec-
tures highlighting Grosse 
Pointe’s and Detroit’s 
history in different ways.

First up, “Partying 
Through Prohibition” 
takes place 2 p.m. 
Sunday, Jan. 21, and fea-
tures a fun glimpse at the 
party rooms and speak-
easies of the Prohibition 
era, including discussion 

about Grosse Pointe’s 
famed underground tun-
nels.

“The War Memorial 
had its own tunnel,” Pope 
said. “It’s been cemented 
over, but we’ll take a look 
at it during the program. 
It’s fun to look out at the 
lake and say, ‘Oh my 
God, they were coming 

across ice with liquor.’ 
Back then, rum running 
was Detroit’s biggest 
industry next to cars.”

The program is pre-
sented by historians and 
authors Ann Marie 
Aliotta, Suzy Berschback 
and Madeleine Socia.

The second program, 2 
p.m. Sunday, March 4, is 

“Placemaking: A Plan for 
Rebuilding Detroit’s 
Neighborhoods,” featur-
ing architects Ann 
Phillips, Lauren Strauss 
and Kemba Braynon.

“It’s important to 
Detroit right now,” Pope 
said of the science of 
placemaking. “It’s what 
they’re using to revitalize 

the city. It’s also what 
Grosse Pointe Park did. 
It’s about trying to make 
a walkable city center, 
making sure they can 
develop a feeling of com-
munity around places.”

Pope said the speakers 
specialize in preservation 
and community building 
so, “It will be nice to get 

their point of view — how 
it’s being used in Detroit 
and how it can be used in 
Grosse Pointe. Not that 
we have problems, but 
it’s always good to under-
stand how things are 
done.

“One could say place-
making at its very high-
est level is what’s 
happening with Little 
C a e s a r ’ s  A r e n a , 
Comerica Park and Ford 
Field all in one area,” she 
continued. “When you 
aggregate, there’s more 
traction and things build 
up around them.”

The third program fea-
tures State Historic 
Preservation Officer 
Brian Conway, who pres-
ents his new book, 
“Michigan Modern: An 
Architectural Legacy,” at 
2 p.m. Sunday, April 8.

“Brian Conway is inter-
nationally recognized for 
his work documenting 
a n d  p r e s e r v i n g 
Michigan’s contributions 
to the mid-century mod-
ern movement,” Pope 
said, adding Conway’s 
book features industrial 
and residential sites, 
including several Grosse 
Pointe homes. “He really 
is considered the person 
to talk to about that (mid-
century modern) era. 
He’s the person you want 
to talk to about taking 
care of the gems in 
Michigan.”

The series wraps 2 p.m. 
Sunday, May 6, with 
“Restoring a Modernist 

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Your Old Mansion series returns

“ Pe t e r  a n d  t h e 
Starcatcher” was the fi rst 
show Kevin Fitzhenry 
ever saw in New York on 
Broadway and, “It 
changed the way I 
thought about visual sto-
rytelling,” he said.

Of course, he jumped 
at the chance to direct 
the Grosse Pointe 
Theatre’s production of 
the Peter Pan story.

Anyone who’s ever 
wondered how Peter Pan 
got to Neverland is 
invited to learn during 
this show, which runs 2 
p.m. Sundays, Jan. 21 
and 28, and 8 p.m. 
T h u r s d a y  t h r o u g h 
Saturday, Jan. 25 to 27, 
and Feb. 1 to 3, at Pierce 
Middle School’s audito-
rium, 15430 Kercheval, 
Grosse Pointe Park.

“The show relies heav-

ily on the audience’s 
imagination to help move 
the  s tory  a long ,” 
Fitzhenry said. “I have 
always been a huge fan 
of Peter Pan and this was 
a fresh take on an origin 
story. The show is also 
open to any staging con-
cepts: There are no limi-
tations on what we could 
come up with. It’s fun for 
a director to have total 
visual control of a show.”

The cast — featuring 
12 actors playing more 
than 100 roles — has 
been rehearsing three 
days a week since late 
September.

“This is a true ensem-
ble show,” Fitzhenry said. 
“All 12 actors are involved 
in almost every scene 
and they all take on the 
additional roles of sol-
diers, sailors, pirates, 
Mollusks — the island 
natives in the show. It’s 
not so much of a chal-

lenge, but a fun way to 
keep everyone involved 
and focused on the story. 
Rehearsals have become 
something more akin to a 
cardio workout. It is 
really effective storytell-
ing. ... The show is 
extremely physical. 
Because of the ensemble 
nature of the production, 
the actors themselves 
will become part of the 
scenery.”

The cast includes 
Joshua Whitson of 
Madison Heights, Lauren 
Berndt of St. Clair 
Shores, Jeffrey James 
Smyk of Roseville, 
Michael McDowell-
Parker of Grosse Pointe 
Woods, Norm Killop of 
Romeo, Phil Potter of St. 
Clair Shores, Joe Allen of 
Wa r r e n ,  G r a y s o n 
Kennedy of Grosse 
Pointe Farms, Gerald 
Ashby Jr. of Detroit, 
Gordon Richardson of 

Grosse Pointe Park, 
Virginia Lee of the City of 
Grosse Pointe and John 
Leo of the City of Grosse 
Pointe.

Together, they tell the 
story of “Peter and the 
Starcatcher,” which 
upends the century-old 
story of how a miserable 

orphan comes to be Peter 
Pan. This adaptation 
playfully explores the 
depths of greed and 
despair, as well as the 
bonds of friendship, duty 
and love.

“It’s a newer show, 
(which) ran in New York 
from 2012 to 2014,” 
Fitzhenry said. “It’s a 
great opportunity to pres-
ent new material that not 
too many other theaters 
have done. Also, the 
show will be performed 
at Pierce Auditorium. 
GPT’s fi rst ever produc-
tion, “Clarence,” was per-
formed at Pierce back in 
1948. It’s the fi rst time we 
will be performing at 
Pierce in 70 years.”

Fitzhenry said he 
thinks of the show as a 
Disney/Pixar production: 
“Enjoyable for kids with 
the humor aimed at 
adults.”

Tickets are $20 and 
may be purchased online 
at gpt.org or by calling 
the Grosse Pointe 
Theatre box office at 
(313) 881-4004.

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

‘Peter and the Starcatcher’ opens Jan. 21
Pierce Auditorium hosts 
Grosse Pointe Theatre production

PHOTO BY DALE PEGG

Joshua Whitson as Peter and Lauren Berndt as 
Molly.

Four lectures explore Detroit, Grosse Pointe history

Ann Marie Aliotta, Suzy Berschback and Madeleine Socia Ann Phillips

Lauren Strauss

Kemba Braynon

PHOTOS COURTESY OF KAREN POPE

Brian Conway

Ruth Adler-Schnee

Deborah Lubera Kawsky

See MANSION, page 3B

Integrity. Heritage. Lifestyle.

2016 Top Producer at Higbie Maxon Agney.

Michelle Agosta
michelle@higbiemaxon.com
313-886-3400
248-762-9634
higbiemaxon.com
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Q. I’m hoping to take 
advantage of the enrich-
ment and educational 
programs offered by 
organizations in our 
community. Where can I 
fi nd opportunities to do 
that?

A: The Grosse Pointe 
community has a num-
ber of helpful organiza-
tions that offer various 
types of enrichment and 
educational programs 
throughout the year. You 
should have no trouble 
finding something that 
fits your schedule and 
interest.

In addition to The 
Family Center, The War 
Memorial, Grosse Pointe 
Public Library, Grosse 
Pointe Public School 
System, Services for 
O l d e r  C i t i z e n s , 
Neighborhood Club and 
other organizations are 
where you should begin 
looking for options.

The Family Center has 
the following programs 
scheduled in the upcom-
ing months:

◆  “The ABC’s of 

Dementia & Caregiving” 
with Teepa Snow;

◆ “Raising Empathic 
C h i l d r e n  i n  a 
Disconnected Age,” with 
Bart Bronk, University 
Liggett School head of 
school;

◆ “Technology in the 
Classroom: Is it the Right 
Fit for Your Child?” with 
Tommy Adams, Grosse 
Pointe Academy head of 
school;

◆ “It’s All a Trap! The 
Thinking Traps that 
Contribute to Anxiety 
and Depression in 
Adolescents,” with Amy 
Graham and

◆ “Increasing the 
Odds: Recovery is About 
the Family, Not Just the 

Individual,” with Jeff and 
Debra Jay.

Stay tuned to family
centerweb.org,  the 
Grosse Pointe News and 
The Family Center ’s 
Facebook and Twitter 
pages for further details 
and potential topics.

The Family Center’s 
mission is to serve the 
community through pro-
grams and resources 
vital to today’s families. 
As a nonprofi t organiza-
tion, it is completely sup-
ported by community 
donations. To learn more, 
visit familycenterweb.
org, call (313) 447-1374 
or email info@familycen
terweb.org.

Program offerings 
from The Family Center

The board of directors 
of the Eastern Wayne 
County Spartans has 
announced the local 
M i c h i g a n  S t a t e 
University alumni club 
will host a panel discus-
sion about MSU’s role in 
the current renaissance 
o f  Det ro i t  t i t l ed , 
“Spartans Will … in the 
D.” The event takes place 
6 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 25, 
at the MSU Detroit 
Center, 3408 Woodward, 
Detroit.

The program features 
three key MSU adminis-
trators:

◆ Chuck Rivers, MSU 
director of community 
relations — Southeast 
Michigan;

◆ Jill Woodward, direc-
to r  o f  the  MSU 

C o m m u n i t y  M u s i c 
School — Detroit; and 

◆ Richard Wooten, 
MSU Extension director 
— Wayne County.

A musical performance 
by students from the 
MSU Community Music 
School also is presented 
and a buffet dinner is 
served.

“Detroit has earned a 
number of noteworthy 
accolades for its unprec-
edented comeback,” said 
Ginger Hrtanek, EWCS 
board member and event 
chairwoman. “And we’ve 
lined up some talented 
and knowledgeable peo-
ple to talk about 
M i c h i g a n  S t a t e 
University’s role in 
what’s happening in the 
city. We’re certain that 

local Spartans will fi nd 
the program very inter-
esting.”

Tickets for “Spartans 
Will … in the D” are $35 
per person and may be 
purchased at spartans
willinthed.eventbrite.
com. 

EWCS is a 501(c)3 
nonprofit organization 
aff i l iated with the 
M i c h i g a n  S t a t e 
Univers i ty  A lumni 
Association. The club 
sponsors social, cultural 
and educational events 
for alumni and friends of 
MSU living or working in 
the fi ve Grosse Pointes, 
Harper Woods, Highland 
Park, Hamtramck and 
Detroit. For more infor-
mation, visit facebook.
com/MSUEWC.

Eastern Wayne County Spartans 
present ‘Spartans Will … in the D’

A S K  T H E  E X P E R T S

The Crossley family of Grosse Pointe Farms made an igloo in their backyard for 
the third year running. The igloo is 4 1/2 feet tall and comprised of approxi-
mately 450 blocks. It took about six days to build.
The Crossleys created the colored blocks by fi lling containers with water 
mixed with food coloring and letting them freeze overnight.
From left, Lynn Dennis, Zoey Crossley, Piper Crossley and Sarah Dennis sit on 
chairs inside the igloo.

An overnight snowfall 
dusted the outside of the 
Crossleys’ igloo.

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

Cool 
colors

BNI
Business Network 

International meets 7 
a.m. Friday, Jan. 19, at 
Christ the King Lutheran 
Church, 20338 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods. 
Call Ryan Marier at (313) 
638-7526.

Ecumenical 
Breakfast

The Grosse Pointe 
Men’s  Ecumenica l 
Breakfast meets 7:45 
a.m. Friday, Jan. 19, at 
Grosse Pointe Memorial 
Church, 16 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms. 
The Rev. Dr. Peter Henry, 
pastor and head of staff 
a t  Grosse  Po in te 
Memor ia l  Church , 
speaks. Reservations are 
not required; all are wel-
come. Breakfast is $7. 
Call (313) 882-5330.

GPAA
The Grosse Pointe 

Artists Association pres-
ents the following pro-
grams at The War 
Memorial, 32 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms:

◆ 10:30 a.m. Fridays, 
Jan. 19, Feb. 2 and 16, 
March 2 and 16, “A 
Morning Out,” an art pro-
gram for seniors and 
their caregivers.

◆ 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday, 
Jan. 20 and 21, “Black 
and White Woodcut 
Workshop with Nobuko 
Yamasaki.”

◆ 3:30 to 6 p.m. 
Mondays, Art After 
School, offering artists of 
all ages the chance to 
work together and share 
ideas.

For information, call 
(313) 881-3454.

Pewabic
Pewabic, 10125 E. 

Jefferson, Detroit, hosts 
“On the Rocks: An 
Exhibition For & Related 
to Drinking Vessels,” 
with an opening recep-
tion 7 to 9 p.m. Friday, 
Jan. 19. Jurist Pete 

Pinnell will be on hand. 
The public is welcome to 
this free event. The 
exhibit, which runs 
through Sunday, Feb. 25, 
includes two follow-up 
events, “Coffee & Cocoa 
with Honcho and Pete” 
on Sunday, Jan. 28, and 
“Choose your Valentine,” 
Thursday, Feb. 8.

Members of Pewabic’s 
design team and archivist 
Kimmie Dobos present a 
Pewabic Pop-Up at the 
Guardian Building, 500 
Griswold, Detroit, noon 
to 4 p.m. Saturday and 
Sunday, Jan. 20 and 21. 
Saturday also features 
author Cara Catallo sign-
ing copies of “Pewabic 
Pottery: A History 
Handcrafted in Detroit.” 
For more information, 
visit pewabic.org.

Woods Community 
Center

The Grosse Pointe 
Woods  Communi ty 
Center, 20025 Mack, 
offers a day trip to Motor 
City Casino, departing 9 
a.m. Tuesday, Jan. 23. 
Cost is $6 for residents, 
$8 for non-residents, and 
includes round-trip 
transportation, gaming 
time and $15 in bonus 
play. Call (313) 343-2408.

SOC
Services for Older 

Citizens, 158 Ridge, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, 
offers the following pro-
grams:

◆ 10 a.m. to noon 
Thursdays, Jan. 25 to 
M a r c h  2 2 ,  “ S i g n 
Language: Beginners,” 
with Stewart Glen. The 
class is free, but reserva-
tions are required.

◆ 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 25, 
“Keeping You Fit at 
Home: Reducing the Risk 
for Falls in your Home,” 
with occupational thera-
pist Maria Salwin. The 
class is free, but reserva-
tions are required.

◆ 1 to 3 p.m. Thursdays, 

Jan. 25 to Feb. 15, 
“Memoir Writing Class,” 
with Nancy Solak. Cost is 
$20 and registration is 
required.

For more information, 
call (313) 882-9600.

Women’s 
Connection

T h e  W o m e n ’ s 
Connection of Grosse 
Pointe meets Thursday, 
Jan. 25, at The War 
Memorial, 32 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms. 
Karlyta Williams, devel-
opment coordinator at 
the Detroit Public Library 
Foundation, speaks 
about the DPL’s materi-
als, programs and ser-
vices. Doors open at 6 
p.m., followed by dinner 
at 6:30 p.m. For reserva-
tions, call Jan Baumann 
at (586) 243-2241. For 
information, call Ellie 
Kaye at (586) 463-2463.

Meditation
Morning Meditation 

with Michael takes place 
10 a.m. to noon Sunday, 
Jan. 28, at The War 
Memorial, 32 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms. 
Cost is $29. Call Marla 
Ruhana at (586) 801-
4701.

Blood drive
The American Red 

Cross offers a blood drive 
1:30 to 7:30 p.m. Monday, 
Jan. 29, at First English 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, 800 Vernier, 
Grosse Pointe Woods. To 
register, visit redcross
blood.org.

Senior Ladies
Groups of ladies are 

invited to join the Grosse 
Pointe Senior Ladies 
Club for lunch and card 
games 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
the second and fourth 
Wednesdays of each 
month at The War 
Memorial, 32 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms. 
Cost is $13. Call (313) 
881-5931.

Overeaters 
Anonymous

A n  O v e r e a t e r s 
Anonymous group meets 
7 p.m. Mondays and 
Thursdays at Bethel 
Lutheran Church, 26400 
Little Mack, St. Clair 
Shores. Use the rear door 
to get to the basement 
classroom. Newcomers 
are welcome at OA, a 
12-step recovery pro-
gram for people who 
have problems with food 
or weight. Visit oagreat
erdetroit.org or call Mary 
B. at (313) 410-5283.

AREA ACTIVITIES

313.458.8719
74 KERCHEVAL ON THE HILL    GROSSE POINTE FARMS

CAPRICIOUSGROSSEPOINTE.COM

011818

IS

Expanding!
  COMING

  MARCH 2018

SHOES, HANDBAGS, 
ACCESSORIES, APPAREL

and More!!
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Whitening • Cosmetic Dentistry • Preventive Dentistry • TMJ Treatment
Root Canal • Crowns, Bridges, Dentures • Implants • Gum Treatment

Snoring/Sleep Apnea Appliances • Children’s Dentistry • Extractions • Sports Mouthguards
State-of-the-Art DIGITAL X-RAYS, Safe & Effective • Same Day Crowns

Pointe Dental Group is a Provider for: Delta, Metlife, Cigna, Blue Cross & Dente Max

Our Comprehensive List of Dental Care Services:

Grosse Pointe Farms
18342 Mack Avenue • Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236

313.881.2480
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Friedman 
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Gem,” featuring designer 
Ruth Adler-Schnee, who 
was a leader in the mid-
century modern move-
ment along with Eero 
Saarinen, Charlie and 
R a y  E a m e s  a n d 
Alexander Girard.

“Alexander Girard 
lived in Grosse Pointe 
and from what I can tell 
had a small design store 
here ,”  Pope sa id . 
“Everyone thinks about 
his fabric designs, but he 
was really an architect. 
Almost all of his work is 
gone except for one resi-
dence left in Grosse 
Pointe. It’s the sole 

remaining home he 
designed. He also created 
much of the furniture; he 
created most of it and 

selected the rest.”
The McLucas House is 

being restored by Adler-
Schnee, 94. She will be 

joined at the session by 
art historian Deborah 
Lubera Kawsky, the sis-
ter-in-law of the house’s 
current owner. Her book 
on the McLucas House is 
due this summer.

Capping off the series, 
Pope said, is a chance to 
tour the McLucas House 
— but it’s limited to those 
who buy series tickets.

“We have this whole 
series,” Pope said. “You 
have to buy a series ticket 
(to attend all four lec-
tures) to go in the house.”

A series ticket costs 
$80. Tickets for individ-
ual lectures are $20 each.

“This is our way of giv-
ing back, but also a way 
of raising money,” Pope 
said. “We’re hoping for 

the same (turnout) as last 
year.”

Tickets are available 

online at grossepointe
artcenter.org or by call-
ing (313) 881-3454.

MANSION:
Continued from page 1B

PHOTOS COURTESY OF KAREN POPE

The McLucas house
Brian Conway’s book, “Michigan Modern.”

A student-led program hosted by the 
Grosse Pointe Public Library aims to 
build connections between generations.

The idea of Grosse Pointe North High 
School seniors Eva Ciaramitaro and 
Erin Kaled, under the guidance of their 
exploring global issues class mentor, 
Suzy Berschback of Beaumont 
Hospital, Community Board Game Day 
is an intergenerational afternoon that 
allows seniors and students to mingle, 
play games and get to know each other. 

The event takes place 2 to 5 p.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 20, at Central Library, 10 
Kercheval, Grosse Pointe Farms.

“We are taking the older generation 
of Grosse Pointe and trying to mix it in 
with the younger generation of Grosse 
Pointe to see what we can learn from 
each other,” Ciaramitaro said. “We 
decided on board games because we 
thought board games were something 
both generations could bond over. It’s a 
good medium.”

Added Kaled, “The event came about 
by my mentor (Berschback) and I talk-
ing about how loneliness is a huge issue 
in the senior community. We wanted to 
fi nd a way to help seniors and the com-
munity bond over something every-
body enjoys — board games.”

Ciaramitaro said the event will pro-
vide an opportunity for participants to 
communicate without the interruption 
or annoyance of technology, which she 
said, “has created such a gap in com-
munication in general. In the elderly 
people I know, if you’re at dinner with 
your grandparents and your cousins 
and everyone’s on their phones, there’s 
no communication.”

Added Kaled, “I believe (this event) is 
important because with the ever-chang-
ing technology, seniors, in my opinion, 
don’t really have access to it. They may 
have access, but they’re not using it as 
much as my generation. I believe that 
people need to come together and just 
enjoy a good game of Mancala or 
Monopoly and just enjoy each other’s 
company.”

In addition to making connections, 
the event serves to address isolation 
and loneliness among the senior popu-
lation.

“It’s been proposed that in 2030, iso-
lation will be the rising social problem,” 
Ciaramitaro said. “We’re hoping this 
program will decrease that gap. This is 
one of the easiest ways to get it out. We 
hope to start in Grosse Pointe and 
grow.”

“I hope people come to this event and 
develop unlikely friendships,” Kaled 
added. “I just want people to have a 
good time and enjoy each other’s com-
pany. No matter how old you are, race, 
political opinions, gender, I think it 
would just be fun to put away the tech-
nology and have meaningful conversa-
tions with each other.”

Flyers have been placed in businesses 
around town, in hopes of attracting 
both generations. Registration is not 
required; all are welcome to drop in.

For more information about 
Community Board Game Day, call the 
library at (313) 343-2074.

Intergenerational event seeks seniors, students
By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Board games and bonding

Every winter since 2001-02, Matt 
Schuetze has created a snow sculpture 
at his home in the 1100 block of 
Yorkshire, Grosse Pointe Park. This year 
he built a snowy owl in honor of his wife 
Julie’s birthday. 
After reading an article about snowy 
owl sightings in Michigan, Julie 
Schuetze asked her husband “to bring 
snowy owls to our yard, to join the blue 
jays, cardinals, woodpeckers, juncos, 
fi nches and other friends we regularly 
see,” he said.
It took Schuetze two 45-minute sessions 
Monday, Jan. 8, the fi rst to collect snow 
and the second for shaping and detail 
work. 
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Hoo new

SHOP & DINE IN THE VILLAGESHOP & DINE IN THE VILLAGE

As merchants in The Village, 
we always want to express 

our appreciation for those of 
you who think of us during 
the holidays.  It is great to see 
the streets and our shops re-
membered, visited and used 
during the Christmas season.  
Thank you.  

 Clearly, we are in the depths 
of the cold winter season, but 
for us we now begin our search 
for merchandise that is fresh 
and new when the world around 
us renews in spring.  
 In a sense, we fi nish our busi-
est season by beginning to look 
forward to not only spring, but 
what the next winter will bring.  
That is good news for you folks 
also because it is a time when 
we need to make room for what 

we are to become.
 So, thank you for visiting us 
this holiday season and let us 
thank you in advance for com-
ing to see us now even though 
it is cold, to look for our special 
deals and tell us what you like 
about us and what you would 
like us to become.  We are com-

mitted to The Village.  We are 
committed to our community.  
We are committed to you.
 Without your commitment 
to us, we cannot compete.  We 
cannot service you and your 
needs to the level that you de-
serve.  We love our Village.  We 
love our community.  We love 
our customers and are grateful 
for you during every season of 
the year.  Come visit us. Our 
door is open year round.

Thank You...
For Then and Now

011818

Serving the fi nest Fish, 
Seafood & Steak
16844 Kercheval
(313) 882- 6667

Mon. - Thu. - 11:30am - 9:30pm
Friday 11:30am - 10pm

Sat. 5pm - 10pm • Sun. 4pm - 9pm

Superior Sandwiches

17045 Kercheval
(313) 469 - 8494

Mon. - Sat . 10:30am - 9pm
Sunday 11am - 8pm

The Country’s Best Yogurt

17045 Kercheval 
(313) 885 - 0384

Mon. - Sat. 11am - 10pm
Sunday - Noon - 10pm

by
Village Palm

17133 Kercheval
(313) 649-2826

Mon - Fri 10am - 6pm
Sat. 10am - 5:30pm
Sunday 11am - 4pm

Home, Kitchen & Gift s
We carry everything you Love!

16849 Kercheval
(313) 743 - 5030

Mon. - Sat 11:00am - 5:30pm

17116 Kercheval Suite B
(313) 885 - 2222

Mon. - Sat 10am - 6pm
Sunday - Noon - 4pm

Artisanal eyewear
Comprehensive medical Eyecare

17135 Kercheval
(313) 473 - 9339

Tue. - Fri. 9am - 5pm
Saturday 9am - 2pm

A Finer Diner

630 St. Clair
(313) 884- 6810

Mon. Sat. 7am - 8pm
Sunday 8am - 3pm

Dining, Banquet Room, Bar

16930 Kercheval Avenue
(313) 882 - 4555

Mon. - Fri.  Open 11am 
Sat. & Sun. Open 8am

Live Music • Private Parties
646 St. Clair

(313) 939 - 2403
Sunday Brunch 11am

Mon. - Fri. 4pm • Sat. 11am

Fine Food & Spirits

A Lilly Pulitzer Signature Store

17131 Kercheval 
(313) 882 - 7256

Mon - Fri 10am - 6pm
Sat. 10am - 5:30pm
Sunday 11am - 4pm

Home • Jewelry • Gift s

17139 Kercheval
(313)  884 - 4611

Mon. - Sat.. 10:30am - 6pm
Sunday - Noon - 4pm

Aff ordable Luxury

664 St. Clair
(313) 438-5050

Mon. - Sat. 9am - 9pm
Sunday 10am - 6pm

Celebrate Everything

17125 Kercheval
(313) 887 - 1774

Mon. - Sat. 10am - 6pm
Sunday - Noon - 4pm

Hair Salon & Spa Services

16900 Kercheval
(313) 647 - 0525

Tue. 9am - 7pm
Wed. & Thu. 9am - 8pm

Fri. 9am - 6pm • Sat. 9am - 6pm

Organic Bath & Body

17112 Kercheval
(313) 395 - 5252

Tue. - Sat. 10:30am - 6pm
Sunday Noon - 5pm

17110 Kercheval
(313) 571-3044

Mon. - Sat. 10am - 6pm
Sunday - Noon - 4pm

Stylish Gift s She’ll Love

The League Shop
Gift s of Distinction

16847 Kercheval
(313) 882 - 6880

Monday through Saturday
10am - 5:30pm



Helen C.
Lechner

Former Grosse Pointe 
Park resident Helen C. 
Lechner, 94, passed away 
peacefully Monday, Jan. 
8, 2018, with her children 
by her side.

Born Jan. 13, 1923, in 
Detroit, to Elmer and 
Cecelia Schneider, Helen 
was the beloved wife of 
Monroe S. Lechner M.D. 
for 56 years; loving 
m o t h e r  o f  G a r y 
(Maureen), Jon, Jane, 
C a r o l e  M c D o n a l d 
(Michael), Paul (Rhonda) 
and the late Brother Joel 
and proud gram of 
Cecelia, Kyle, Ian, Aaron, 
James, Kathryn, Audrey, 
Clare, Anneliese and 
Evan. She also is survived 
by many loving and loved 
nieces and nephews,

She was predeceased 
by her brothers and sis-
ters, Raymond, Eleanor 
M o n e t t e ,  T h e r e s e 
Griesmer and Robert.

Helen graduated from 
St. David High School in 
Detroit, St. Mary Hospital 
School of Nursing-
Detroit and St. Joseph’s 
College of Maine.

Helen devoted most of 
her time to her family. 
She was involved in both 
her children’s and grand-
children’s lives, making 
time to attend school 
functions and sporting 
events for all 10 grand-
children and hosting the 
weeklong Camp Oompie 
in summer. She enjoyed 
spending time with 
Monroe, traveling the 
world and even cruising 
the Great Lakes on a 
working freighter.

Helen was an avid 
golfer, enjoying the links 
with her husband as often 
as she could. They 
enjoyed golf and the 
beach at their condo in 
Venice, Fla. They both vol-
unteered their time to 
Epiphany Cathedral-
Venice, Venice Historical 
Society and Venice 
Library. She also was a 
member of a woman’s golf 
league during summer.

Helen was a friend to 
many and involved in 
numerous social groups 
over the years including 
needlepoint, dining, 
cards, books and theater. 
She also was an active 
member in the Wayne 
County Medical Society 
Auxiliary, holding many 
leadership offices. Her 
family said Helen’s abil-
ity to be a good friend 
and make people feel 
special will be missed by 
those who knew her.

A funeral Mass was 
celebrated Jan. 15, at St. 
Joan of Arc Catholic 

Church, St. Clair Shores.
Donations may be 

made to Fr. Solanus 
Casey Center, 1780 Mt. 
Elliott, Detroit, MI 48207; 
Grosse Pointe Theatre, 
315 Fisher, Grosse 
Pointe, MI 48230 or a 
charity of the donor’s 
choice.

Share a memory at 
ahpeters.com.

Julie
Mountz

Former Grosse Pointe 
resident Julie Mountz, 59, 
of Honor, passed away 
unexpectedly Tuesday, 
Jan. 9, 2018, near Cordes 
Junction, Ariz.

Julie was born Jan. 25, 
1958, in Grosse Pointe, to 
Henry and Jane (nee 
Pelkey) Meurer. On April 
7, 1984, Julie married 
Thomas Mountz in the 
All Faiths Chapel at 
Traverse City State 
Hospital. After graduat-
ing from Michigan State 
University, she began 
teaching elementary 
school at St. Francis of 
Assisi grade school, then 
taught 28 years in Benzie 
County Central Schools, 
from which she retired in 
2013.

Following her career as 
an educator, Julie began 
working at  Grand 
Traverse Pie Co., where 
she became a friendly 
and familiar face to 
many. Julie was a mem-
b e r  o f  M i c h i g a n 
Education Association-
R e t i r e d  a n d  t h e 
Democratic Party. She 
also served her commu-
nity as an election offi -
cial, a Platte Township 
trustee and a member of 
the West Benzie Joint 
Planning Commission. 
She loved to hike, cross-
country ski, bike, host 
beach fi res and garden.

She will be remem-
bered for the love she 
had for her family, pas-
sion for human rights 
and the environment, 
being politically engaged 
and especially for teach-
ing critical thinking skills 
to her students.

Julie will be deeply 
missed by her family, 
friends and community.

Julie is survived by her 
husband, Tom; daughter, 
Maggie Kegley (Brian); 
son, Luke Mountz; grand-
daughter, Ana Kegley; 
mother, Jane and sib-
lings, John Meurer, Molly 
Wagner, Michele Ganesch 
and Henry Meurer.

Julie was predeceased 
by her father, Henry.

Visitation will be 2 to 4 
p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 27, at the 

R e y n o l d s - J o n k h o f f 
Funeral Home, 305 Sixth 
St., Traverse City. A time 
of sharing begins at 3:30 
p.m.

Julie will be laid to rest 
at the Platte Township 
cemetery in spring.

In lieu of fl owers, dona-
tions may be made to the 
Women’s  Resource 
Center at  womens
resourcecenter.org; The 
Father Fred Foundation 
at fatherfred.org; or the 
Salvation Army at 
satraversecity.org.

Share a memory at 
reynolds-jonkhoff.com.

Roland Grant 
Grose

Roland Grant Grose, 
77, died Tuesday, Jan. 9, 
2018.

He was a graduate of 
Trombly Elementary, 
Pierce Middle and Grosse 
Pointe High schools, 
class of 1957. He worked 
42 years for General 
Motors Corp. in its 
Cadillac division.

Roland was an accom-
pl ished craf tsman, 
including a love for bas-
ket weaving, leather 
work, tile work, framing, 
jewelry making and puz-
zles. He was a skilled 
builder who built his 
family’s barn in northern 
Michigan. He had a pas-
sion for coffee, reading, 
gemology and natural 
minerals. He continually 
expanded his own knowl-
edge and passed it on to 
those around him. He 
was known for his alter-
natively spiritual conver-
sations, stories and song 
quotes fi lled with pearls 
of wisdom.

His family said he had 
a powerful impact on 
those he met and was 
loved by family and 
friends.

Roland is survived by 
h i s  be loved  wi fe , 
Kathleen; loving children, 
Kitty Grose Leineke, 
Sherry Piccione (Nick), 
Shawn Grose (Jennifer) 
and Aaron Grose (Doris); 
adored grandchildren, 
Jason, Jeffery, Jaime, 
Holly,  Nina, Anna, 
Nicholas, Jackson, Owen, 
Eva and Anna.

He was predeceased by 
his son, David and sib-
lings, Larry Grose and 
Shirley Nelson.

A celebration of life 
will be 2 to 7 p.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 20, at the 
Piccione residence.

In lieu of fl owers, dona-
tions may be made to 
COPD Foundation at 
copdfoundation.org. 
Share a memory at
verheyden.org.

Constance G. 
Kienle

Grosse Pointe Farms 
resident Constance G. 
Kienle, 88, passed away 
Saturday, Jan. 6, 2018.

She was born Aug. 16, 
1929, in Bayside, N.Y., to 
Arthur and Dorothy 
Goddard.

Connie earned a bach-
elor’s degree at Adelphi 
University and master’s 
degrees at Yale. Her 
career as an educator 
included teaching chem-
istry and physics in South 
Lake Schools. She retired 
in 1986.

Connie ’s  hobbies 
included playing bridge, 
doing embroidery, read-
ing, traveling and attend-
ing the symphony, opera 
and theater. She volun-
teered at Crossroads of 
Michigan and Reading 
for the Blind. Connie also 
was active in the United 
Methodist Women’s 
group.

Connie is survived by 
her beloved husband, 
Bob, whom she married 
May 31, 1952 in Bayside, 
N.Y. She also is survived 
by her loving children, 
Judy Kienle (Jim Wilson), 
Cathy Phillips, Dave 
Kienle (Sheri Dunn) and 
Steve Kienle (Kathy 
Jenkins); grandchildren, 
Justin, Brandon and 
Jordan Kienle, Robin and 
Gail Wilson and Sarah 
and Ian Phillips and sis-
ter, Carol McMahon.

A memorial service will 
be 1:30 p.m. Saturday, 
Jan. 27, at Grosse Pointe 
U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t 
Church, 211 Moross, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

Donations in Connie’s 

memory may be made to 
Crossroads of Michigan 
at crossroadsofmichigan.
org/donate or Cass 
Communi ty  Soc ia l 
S e r v i c e s  a t  c a s s
community.org/donate.

Albert A.
Patrosso

Albert A. Patrosso, 92, 
died peacefully Tuesday, 
Jan. 9, 2018, surrounded 
by his family.

Al was born Jan. 26, 
1925, in Clinton, Ind., to 
Domenick and Amalia 
Patrosso. After moving to 
Detroit as a child, he 
graduated from Cass 
Technical High School in 
1942.

After high school, Al 
served his country in the 
U.S. Army Air Corps 
from 1943 to 1946. He 
was a bombardier in the 
South Pacifi c with the 7th 
Air Force.

After the war, he con-
tinued his education and 
graduated from the 
University of Michigan in 
1952 with a bachelor’s 
degree in electrical engi-
neering. In June 1953, he 
began work as a climate 

control engineer for 
Chrysler Corp., retiring 
from the company in 
2001 after 48 years of ser-
vice. 

On May 9, 1953, Al 
married Sara L. Thorpe 
at Jefferson Avenue 
Baptist Church in Detroit. 
They were married 58 
years until her death Dec. 
29, 2011.

Al’s hobbies included 
gardening, church ser-
vice, cooking and reading.

Al is survived by his 
sons, Mark and Gary 
(Jeanne) and grand-
daughters, Aubry and 
Brittany.

In addition to his wife 
and parents, he was pre-
deceased by his sisters, 
Rose Biebuyck and 
Dolores Betcher.

A funeral service was 
he ld  Jan .  13  a t 
Crosspointe Christian 
Church, Grosse Pointe 
Woods. Interment will be 
i n  W h i t e  C h a p e l 
Cemetery in Troy.

Donations may be 
made to Crosspointe 
Christian Church, 21336 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods, MI 48236.

Share a memory at 
ahpeters.com.
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OBITUARIES
Obituary notices are purchased and often prewritten by family or friends. While 
we try to run obituaries as submitted, we nevertheless reserve the right to edit for 
accuracy, style and length.

Roland Grant Grose

Constance G. Kienle

Helen C. Lechner Julie Mountz

Albert A. Patrosso

The Pettipointe and 
Fox Creek Questers host 
a luncheon featuring an 
in-character presenta-
tion by Judith Coebly, at 
11:30 a.m. Thursday, 
Jan. 25, at Assumption 
Cultural Center, 21800 
Marter, St. Clair Shores.

Coebly,  a retired 
teacher, counselor and 
high school principal in 
Dearborn, presents “A 
Century of Tears: The 
Story of the Unknown 
Child on the Titanic.” 
During her studies, 
Coebly learned about the 
differentiation of cul-
tural expectations, treat-
ment of passengers and 
that one’s chance of sur-
vival varied considerably 
depending on social 
class. The effects of 
social stratifi cation was 
of particular interest 
during her studies of the 
Titanic and specifi cally 
how those struggling to 
survive were treated by 
officers and first-class 
passengers.

In her PowerPoint pre-
s e n t a t i o n ,  C o e b l y 
focuses on one particu-
lar passenger — a child 

who became known as 
“the unknown child.” 
Her presentation is 
based on research and 
her experiences on the 
2012 memorial cruise of 
the Titanic. 

Coebly is a member 
and offi cer of the George 
W. Lee Civi l  War 

Roundtable — 
an organiza-
tion for the 
preservat ion 
and restoration 
of Civil War 
history. She is a 
member and 
state offi cer of 
Questers — an 
international 
organizat ion 
for education 
and the preser-
vation and res-
t o r a t i o n  o f 
antiques, exist-
ing memorials, 
historical build-
ings and land-
marks. She is a 
member of the 
B r i g h t o n 
H i s t o r i c a l 
Society and 
works on grave 
preservations. 

Her interest in history 
and preservation extends 
to participating in the 
Livingston Model A’s 
and Lyon One Room 
Schoolhouse.

Cost for the luncheon 
is $25. To reserve a seat, 
call Dorothy at (586) 
977-3506.

Questers host 
Titanic presentation

Judith Coebly

COINS & STAMPS

011818

MICHIGAN’S OLDEST COIN SHOP - SINCE 1957

1765817658 Mack  Mack •• Grosse Pointe   Grosse Pointe  4823048230
BUYING BLACK BOX BUYING BLACK BOX 

CARSON CITY SILVER DOLLARSCARSON CITY SILVER DOLLARS

((313313)) 885-4200 885-4200

1878-CC. $4751878-CC. $475
1879-CC. $5000+1879-CC. $5000+
1880-CC. $3751880-CC. $375
1881-CC. $3751881-CC. $375
1882-CC. $1501882-CC. $150

1883-CC. $1501883-CC. $150
1884-CC. $1501884-CC. $150
1885-CC. $5251885-CC. $525
1890-CC. $23001890-CC. $2300
1891-CC. $16001891-CC. $1600

Quantities NeededQuantities Needed
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PA S T O R ’ S  C O R N E R  By Roger Skully

We are commanded to keep the Sabbath holy. The 
Torah, or scripture, provides an initial blueprint, 
then we must fi ll in the ways of doing what it requires. 
This involves two Torahs — one written, the other 
oral.

My non-Jewish friends often ask me to cite scrip-
tures that defi ne certain acts or beliefs. Particularly 
in Christianity, the scripture is important. Judaism 
recognizes the written, then adds the explanation by 
giving us another Torah, the oral Torah, or as it is 
called in Hebrew, Torah She B’al Peh, the Torah of 
the mouth. This Torah fi lls the gaps with stories, 
anecdotes, explanation, legalese and myth (the 
underlying greater truth by which we conduct our 
lives, whether literally factual or not) to explain the 
written word.

A fi rst question is what is meant by holy? The 
Hebrew root word, “K-D-SH,” means separateness, 
apartness, sacredness. How then do we make it sep-
arate from the rest of the week? What do we do dif-
ferent from every other day? We treat it as if it is a 
special guest who has come to visit. We light candles 
to provide light, sing songs of welcome and compare 
Shabbat to a bride coming to greet her bridegroom. 
The dinner table is specially set with candles, wine 
and bread so each can receive its special blessing. 

We do not come to the table in our work clothes, but 
in our best attire to greet the Sabbath bride. Make 
the arrival of Shabbat a festive occasion.

Although men have an obligation to light candles 
for Shabbat, it is usually the woman of the house 
who lights two candles, one for the injunction to 
remember, the other to guard or observe this day. 
Remember, there were two versions of the 10 
Commandments.

It is customary to say a blessing before doing a 
Mitzvah or deed. Now, it is reversed. The candles are 
lit prior to saying the blessing. One of the restrictions 
of Sabbath is one cannot make a fi re. Once the bless-
ing is said, it is Shabbat and one would not be able 
to light candles.

That brings up the issue of making fi re. Why is this 
forbidden? Firstly, the Torah explicitly forbids (Ex. 
35:3) lighting fi re. Also, the rabbis felt fi re was usu-
ally a prelude to work. It is required to do many tasks 
forbidden this day and these prohibitions are enu-
merated in actions related to building the sanctuary 
in the desert during the Exodus. Incidentally, obser-
vant Jews do not ride on Sabbath as cars have an 
internal combustion or electric engine which requires 
a spark, or the making of fi re, to cause the pistons to 
move and the car to accelerate. The same would be 

true for any electrical appliance in the home, par-
ticularly the TV or a diversion like Playstation. 
Needed lights are turned on before the beginning of 
the Sabbath and are not touched until it is over.

Now the biggie: What is work? What some would 
enjoy, others wouldn’t. Work, if left to each of us to 
defi ne, would be as chaotic as some of our current 
political machinations. So, the rabbis defi ned 39 
areas of activity as work, as mentioned above in 
activities related to building the “mishkan,” or tab-
ernacle in the desert. The making of fi re is one and 
I am overwhelmed by the other 38. The others can 
be explored on the internet, after the Sabbath is over. 
The progression of time and technology does not 
mitigate these defi nitions. They remain today, as 
they did when we accepted the law at Sinai. They are 
not impossible or impractical to observe. They allow 
study, conversation, visiting family and friends, 
spending quality time rather than being in a rush. 

Some branches of Jewish practice have modifi ed 
some of these, and not without much dissension, but 
the basic defi nitions still resonate to make this day 
holy.

Skully is the cantor at the Isaac Agree Downtown 
Synagogue.

Keeping the Sabbath holy

CHURCH EVENTS
Unitarian

Grosse Pointe Unitarian Church, 
17150 Maumee, City of Grosse Pointe, 
welcomes Chamber Music at the 
Scarab Club, featuring tenor Anthony 
P. McGlaun, at 4 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 28. 
A reception follows. Tickets are $20 in 
advance, $25 at the door, $10 for stu-
dents. Call (248) 474-8930 or email 
chambermusic@scarabclub.org.

First English
The Faith Circle at First English 

Evangelical Lutheran Church, 800 
Vernier, Grosse Pointe Woods, hosts its 
fourth annual chili cook-off 6 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 10. A freewill offering 
includes a variety of foods; beer and 
wine are available for purchase. Prizes 
are awarded for the best chilis. 
Deadline for entry is 9 a.m. Friday, Feb. 
9. Rules are available online at feelc.
org. For more information, call Jeff 
Gates at (586) 771-8482 or email 
gator613@hotmail.com.

◆ The church’s annual Valentine 
salad luncheon and card party takes 
place noon Tuesday, Feb. 13. Cost is 
$12 and includes food, beverages and 
door and table prizes. Guests are 
invited to bring cards or games. 

Reserve a seat by calling Chris Judson 
at (313) 886-4914.

◆  The church offers Holy Yoga 9 
a.m. Fridays. The program incorpo-
rates traditional yoga positions with 
God’s word and worship music. A 
donation of $5 to $10 is suggested. 
Wear comfortable clothing and bring a 
mat; mats also are available.

St. Paul Evangelical
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran 

Church, 375 Lothrop, Grosse Pointe 
Farms, offers a variety of Bible and 
book studies. Newcomers are wel-
come. 

◆  The Rev. Justin Dittrich leads 
Bible study at 9:30 a.m. each Tuesday 
in the Harms Fireside Room.

◆  Prayer Vigils for Peace take place 
7 p.m. the fourth Monday of each 
month, starting with a short video fol-
lowed by discussion.

◆  The Naomi Circle Women’s Group 
meets in the Bethany Room for Bible 
study and fellowship at 12:30 p.m. the 
third Tuesday of each month.

◆  The Men’s Breakfast and Bible 
Study Group meets the fi rst Thursday 
of each month in the Bethany Room.

Call (313) 881-6670 for more infor-
mation.

The Grosse Pointe Public Library 
Ewald branch, 15175 E. Jefferson, 
Grosse Pointe Park, hosts the Ann 
Arbor Film Festival Traveling Tour at 7 
p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 24.

Leslie Raymond, executive director 
of the Ann Arbor Film Festival, presents 
and discusses select award-winning 
independent short fi lms from the 55th 
annual competition.

The Ann Arbor Film Festival is the 

longest-running independent and 
experimental film festival in North 
America, internationally recognized as 
a premiere forum for independent fi lm-
makers and artists. Film genres include 
experimental, animation, documentary, 
fi ction and performance-based works.

The program is free of charge, but 
seating is limited. Register online at 
gp.lib.mi.us or call (313) 343-2074, Ext. 
222.

Ewald library welcomes 
Ann Arbor Film Festival 
Traveling Tour Jan. 24

SUNDAY
8:15 & 10:45 a.m. - Worship Service

9:30 a.m. - Bible Study
10:45 a.m. - Sunday School

MONDAY
7 p.m. - Worship Service

2nd & 4th Monday of the Month
WEDNESDAY
10 a.m. - Bible Study

Randy S. Boelter, Pastor
Making New Disciples-
Building Stronger Ones

Christ the King
Lutheran Church
and Preschool

Mack at Lochmoor • 884-5090
www.christthekinggp.org

Sharing Godʼs grace through Christ, 
we love, pray, rejoice and serve.

All are welcome!

Sunday
Schedule

9:30 am Worship/Holy Communion
10:45 am Christian Education 

For All Ages!
www.stpaulgp.org
375 Lothrop at Chalfonte

Grosse Pointe Farms
313.881.6670

The Rev. Justin Dittrich

Grosse Pointe
UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH

Rev. Dr. Ray McGee
Rev. Keith Lenard, Jr.

      An Offi cial Welcoming Congregation
211 Moross Rd.

Grosse Pointe Farms
886-2363

SUNDAY WORSHIP
9:30 am

CHURCH SCHOOL
9:45 am 4 yrs. - 5th Grade

11:00 am Adult Sunday School
Nursery & Toddler Care Provided

15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park, 
Michigan 48230-1302

Ambrose
Saint

Catholic Church

Masses
Saturday Vigil — 4:00 p.m.
Sunday — 8:30 and 11:15 a.m.

011118

170 McMillan Road 
Grosse Pointe Farms

313.884.0511
www.stjamesgp.org

Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

Sunday Schedule
Fellowship
9:45 a.m.

Holy Eucharist
10:15 a.m.

The Rev. Denise M. Grant

An inclusive community
celebrating God’s grace through
Worship, Service and Hospitality

St. Michael’s Episcopal Church
Join us for Sunday Worship

8:00 and 10:30 a.m. 

Wherever you are on your spiritual journey
we invite you to walk with us as we walk with Jesus

20475 Sunningdale Park, Grosse Pointe Woods 313.884.4820 
F acebook:    St. Michaels Episcopal Church Grosse Pointe Woods 
stmichaelsgpw@gmail.com               www.stmichaelsgpw.org 

9:30am
Early Service with Holy Communion

9:30am
Sunday School
11:00am

Late Service with Holy Communion
the 1st and 3rd Sundays

Sunday, Sept. 17th, we return 
to winter service hours...

800 Vernier Road (Corner of Wedgewood)

(313) 884-5040

Rev. Sean Motley, Senior Pastor
~ “Go Make Disciples” ~

www.feelc.org

FIRST ENGLISH EVANGELICAL
   LUTHERAN CHURCH

Worship Sunday
at 10:00 am

Rev. Richard Yeager-Stiver
An Open & Affi rming Church
240 Chalfonte G.P. Farms

313-884-3075
www.gpcong.org

Grosse Pointe
Congregational

Church
(United Church of Christ )

011818

DIVORCED?  SEPARATED?
WE CAN HELP

DivorceCare is a weekly seminar/support group that will 
help you heal from the hurt. It’s a warm, caring environment 
led by people who understand what you are going through. 

Learn practical information and gain hope for your future!

Contact us today for more information

313.882.3000  •  jcichocki@gracewired.com  •  gracewired.com
Sponsored by Grace Community Church

Find Help • Discover Hope
Experience Healing
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Dining & ENTERTAINMENT
011818

With this ad. Some restrictions may apply. Ask your server for details.

IN THE PARK

Buy One Regular Priced 
Entrée and Receive Any 
Regular Priced Entrée...

BBBBBBBBBBB OOOOOOOOOOOOOOO RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR ll PP i d
HALF OFFHALF OFF

15117 Kercheval Ave. • Grosse Pointe Park

  313-821-2433 TUESDAY-THURSDAY 5PM-9PM
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 5PM-10PM

MONDAY~SUNDAY
Available to host your Private Events & Parties

011818P

5500%%  OFFOFF

am
18666 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Farms
CARRY- 
OUTS

CARRY- 
OUTS

CARRY- 
OUTS

CARRY- 
OUTS313-881-5675

011818P

GRILL OPEN DAILY UNTIL 1AM

KENNEDY’S

HOME OF THE
ORIGINAL BAR BURGER

Ground Round  
Deluxe Dinner
Steak Dinner
Surf & Turf Combo
Steak and choice of Shrimp or Perch

Fish & Chips
               Grilled Chicken Dinner (2 pcs.)

– $995

– $1295

– $1795

– $950

– $1095

GGR

OOO

Perch Dinner
Shrimp Dinner
Seafood Platter
Perch, Shrimp and Cod

Chicken Tenders 
Deluxe – $1050

– $1395

– $1795

– $1750

– DINNERS –
Includes choice of salad or coleslaw with french fries & hot roll
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Starring

DEBORAH COX
Deborah Cox is not scheduled to perform at the Sat. matinee & Sun. evening performances

Fisher Theatre 
Now thru January 28
BroadwayInDetroit.com, ticketmaster.com,  

01
18

18
01

18
18

011818

JANUARY 18 - 20
SEATINGS
6:00 & 8:30
RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED

JASON
MARSALIS

JANUARY 26 - 27
SEATINGS
6:00 & 8:30
RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED

HUGHES SMITH
QUARTET
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SWIMMING  

Division opener
North and South boys swim teams

begin MAC Red meets  PAGE 2C
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WrestlingGymnastics

NORTH & SOUTHGROSSE POINTE UNITED

Grosse Pointe North 
hosted i ts  annual 
Norsemen Classic wres-
tling tournament last 
weekend with Grosse 
Pointe South in atten-
dance.

As a  team,  the 
Norsemen finished 2-3 
and the Blue Devils 1-4. 
However, both squads 
had close matches and 
took away a lot of posi-
tives.

The highlight for head 
coach Derek Davison 
and his Norsemen was 
senior Dirk Drieborg, 
who fi nished 5-0 on the 
day and in the process 
won his 100th career 
match. He went overtime 
to beat his foe from 
Birmingham Seaholm.

Leading the way for the 
Norsemen were Ryan 
Duncan, Owen Brown, 
Logan Ladach, Nick 
Volpe, Artan Berisha, 
Ray Hamilton, Elliot 
Lyman and Julian Martin-
Turner.

For head coach Patrick 
Salazar and his Blue 
Devils, they lost close 

matches in pool play 
before beating Eastpointe 
East Detroit in the medal 
round.

Competing for the Blue 
Devils were Morgan 
Richards, Mitch Stricker, 
Alex Roth, Jaime Padura, 
Devyn Griffin, Simon 
D r e h m e r,  Wa l k e r 
F i n a z z o ,  C o n n o r 
Lightbody, Jacob Piazza, 
C h a r l i e  K l u n d e r, 
J o n a t h a n  N e l s o n , 
Graham Romer, Miles 
Dearing, Nolan Ulp and 
Cy Nardone.

North’s competitors in 
its pool were Warren 
Mott, Sterling Heights 

Stevenson, East Detroit 
and St. Clair Shores 
Lakeview, while South’s 
competitors in its pool 
were Warren De La Salle, 
Wa r r e n  C o u s i n o, 
Seaholm and Waterford 
Mott.

Earlier in the week, 
South beat host East 
Detroit in a Macomb Area 
Conference  S i l ver 
Division match to 
improve to 3-7 overall.

North lost its division 
matches to host St. Clair 
Shores Lake Shore and 
Warren Fitzgerald to drop 
to 1-3 in the MAC Gold 
Division and 5-11 overall.

Win
100
By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

Grosse Pointe United 
gymnastics team put its 
fi rst win of the season in 
the books last week, 
beating Birmingham 
United 134.475-129.125.

Head coach Kristin 
Remillet had her full 
team competing for the 
fi rst time this season.

Her gymnasts won 
each of the four events 
with the biggest differ-
ence coming on the bal-
ance beam where they 
won 34.775-32.300.

The ladies won the 
vault by a little more 
than one point, the 
uneven parallel bars by a 
half-point and the fl oor 
exercise by a little more 
than one point.

“It was a good finish 
tonight and nice to see 
the girls do well,” 
Remillet said.

F r e s h m a n  C a t e 
Gagnier led the team 
with an all-around score 
of 36.025, earning a 
9.425 on beam, 9.250 on 
vault, 8.800 on bars and 
8.550 on fl oor.

Junior Emma Scott 
was second on the team 
with a 33.8 all-around 
score. She had a 9.300 on 
the beam, an 8.225 on 

vault, 8.200 on fl oor and 
8.075 on bars.

Jun ior  E l i zabe th 
Byarski had a 32.425 all-
around score with her 
scores of 8.850 on fl oor, 
8.425 on vault, 7.925 on 
beam and 7.225 on bars. 
Senior Maggie Bowers 
and sophomore Amanda 
Nguyen were close, earn-
ing all-around scores of 
31.65 and 31.525, respec-
tively.

Bowers’ scores were 
8.475 on vault, 8.275 on 
fl oor, 8.025 on beam and 
6.875 on bars, while 
Nguyen had 8.450 on 
vault, 8.025 on beam, 
7.925 on fl oor and 7.125 
on bars.

Two others competed 
on the “A” team, sopho-
mores Lexi Poulos and 
Emma Burney. Poulos 

competed in three 
events, scoring 8.100 on 
fl oor, 8.025 on vault and 
7.400 on beam for a 
23.525 all-around score, 
while Burney had a 6.900 
on beam and 6.325 on 
bars for a 13.225 all-
around score.

The girls who com-
peted on the “B” squad 
were seniors Sydney 
Dugan and Kiyla Harris 
and sophomores Bella 
Cameron, Callie Kersten, 
Claire Yee and Kaileigh 
Wu.

Birmingham’s top two 
gymnasts were junior 
Jenna Whitelaw and 
senior Natalie Erne, who 
scored 33.600 and 32.175 
all-around scores.

Grosse Pointe is 1-1 in 
its league and 1-2 over-
all.

First
team
win
By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE DRIEBORG FAMILY

North senior Dirk Drieborg, left and head coach 
Derek Davison, celebrate after winning his 100th 
career match in his fi nal match of the Norsemen 
Classic.

PHOTOS BY JOHN MCTAGGART

North sophomore Amanda Nguyen executes her 
fl oor exercise routine during a meet against 
Birmingham.

Sophomore Bella Cameron executes a straddle on her fl oor exercise.

Freshman Cate Gagnier prepares for a tumbling pass on her fl oor exercise.

MICHIGAN HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC  ASSOCIATION

The first, largest and 
longest-running program 
of its type in the country, 
the Michigan High 
S c h o o l  A t h l e t i c 
Association’s Women in 
Spor ts  Leadersh ip 
Conference, will take 
place Feb. 4-5 at the 
Crowne Plaza Lansing 
West.

The 23rd edition of the 
conference will feature 
three keynote speakers 
and a variety of work-
shops. The program 
a n n u a l l y  a t t r a c t s 
upwards of 500 partici-
pants, most of them high 
school female student-
athletes. 

High school students, 
coaches and administra-
tors can fi nd registration 
information on the 
MHSAA website at 
mhsaa.com by clicking 
the Education tab at the 
top of the home page and 
then the Women in 
Sports Leadership tab in 
the left menu under 
Training & Education.

Cost is $50 for students 
and $60 for adults, not 
including lodging for 
those intending to stay 
overnight in Lansing. 

A registration form for 
lodging also is available 
on the MHSAA website.

The theme for this 
WISL conference is 
“LEAD: Embrace the 
Challenge” and the open-
ing address will be deliv-
ered by U.S. national 
team volleyball setter 
Alisha Glass, who starred 
at Leland High School 
and led the Comets to the 
Class D championship as 
a senior in 2006. She con-

tinues to hold four 
MHSAA records includ-
ing for career kills (3,584) 
and aces (937) and went 
on to start all four sea-
sons as a setter at Penn 
State University, leading 
the Nittany Lions to three 
straight NCAA Division 1 
championships. Glass 
then led the U.S. national 
team to the 2014 world 
championship and the 
2016 Olympic bronze 
medal. She will speak on 
21st century leadership 
responsibilities and daily 
leadership opportunities 
student athletes may 
encounter.

The winningest coach 
in NCAA softball history, 
University of Michigan’s 
Carol Hutchins, will 
speak on the importance 
of leadership and contin-
ually sharpening those 
skills at the WISL ban-
quet during the evening 
of Feb. 4. Hutchins, a 
graduate of Lansing 
Everett High School and 
M i c h i g a n  S t a t e 
University, has built a 
1,527-491-5 record over 
33 seasons and also is the 
winningest coach in 
Michigan athletic depart-
ment history. 

Hutchins joined the 
Wolverines staff as an 
assistant in 1983 and 
took over the program as 
head coach in 1985. She 
led Michigan to the 
College World Series 
championship in 2005 
and a runner-up fi nish in 
2015. Hutchins played 
both softball and basket-
ball at MSU and helped 
the Spartans to the 1976 
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f 

Intercollegiate Athletics 
for Women national soft-
ball championship. She 
also holds a master’s 
degree from Indiana 
University.

M i c h i g a n  S t a t e 
University women’s vol-
leyball coach Cathy 
George will challenge 
participants to “fi nd the 
leader in you” through-
out life during the morn-
ing of Feb. 5. George 
recently completed her 
13th season at MSU and 
31st overall as a college 
head coach by guiding 
the Spartans to the NCAA 
Elite Eight. Her 256 wins 
at MSU are the most in 
program history, and she 
has a career record of 
621-398 — counting also 
11 seasons leading 
Wes te rn  Mich igan 
University,  f ive at 
University of Texas-
Arlington and two at 
North Dakota State. Her 
MSU teams have made 
the NCAA Tournament 
seven straight seasons. 
As an athlete, George 
was a team captain and 
three-time all-league 
selection at Illinois State, 
helping the Redbirds to 
three NCAA Tournament 
appearances.

Workshops offered 
during the WISL confer-
ence include topics on 
coaching, teaching and 
learning leadership, 
sports nutrition and per-
formance, injury preven-
tion, promoting team 
chemistry and roles and 
responsibilities of cap-
tains. A complete itiner-
ary is available on the 
MHSAA website.

Creating leaders
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Swimming

GROSSE POINTE NORTH

Grosse Pointe North 
boys swimming and div-
ing team won its Macomb 
Area Conference Red 
Division opener last 
week, beating Romeo 
109-70.

Head coach Ben Winn 
and his Norsemen won 
11 of the 12 events, 
including each of the 
three relays.

The 200-yard medley 
relay team of Anthony 
Diamond, Owen Schaaf, 
Connor Lefebvre and 
Hunter Adelson won 
with a time of 1:49.11 
and the 200-yard free-
style relay foursome of 
Lefebvre, Sam Stafford, 
Sean Rogos and Brian 
Veneri took first at 
1:45.28.

The 400-yard freestyle 
relay squad of Adelson, 
Tommy Hartzell, Veneri 
and Schaaf also posted a 
win, taking it with a time 
of 3:48.41.

Diamond and Schaaf 
won individual events, 
winning the 100-yard 
backstroke and 100-yard 
breaststroke, respec-
tively, with times of 
1:06.07 and 1:06.20.

Veneri won the 200-
yard freestyle with a time 
of 2:00.02 and Schaaf 
was fi rst in the 200-yard 
individual medley, post-
ing a time of 2:11.17.

In diving, Austin 
Robbins and Benjamin 
Bania earned first and 
second with 160.80 and 
112.65 points, and in the 
100-yard butterfl y it was 
Lefebvre winning with a 
time of 59.00. Adelson 
also won an individual 
event, taking the 100-
yard freestyle with a time 
of 55.72.

The Norsemen also 
beat L’Anse Creuse 124-
61 and St. Clair 98-85 in 
meets before the holiday 
break to move their 
record to 3-0 overall.

Against the Lancers, 
the 200-yard medley 
relay team of Diamond, 
Schaaf, Veneri and 
Adelson won with a time 
of 1:50.31 and Hartzell 
took fi rst in the 200-yard 
freestyle at 2:06.89.

In the 200-yard IM, 
Schaaf won with a time 
of 2:13.65 and Adelson 
was fi rst in the 50-yard 
freestyle with a time of 
25.28. Robbins won the 
diving competition with 
167.90 points and Veneri 
was fi rst in the 100-yard 
butterfl y with a time of 
59.39.

It was Adelson taking 
fi rst in the 100-yard free-
style with a time of 54.22 
and the Norsemen had 
another first posted by 
Andrew Spiteri in the 
500-yard freestyle with a 
time of 6:15.04.

Diamond and Schaaf 
took the top spot in the 
100-yard backstroke and 
100-yard breaststroke 
with times of 1:05.66 and 
1 :07 .89 ,  and  the 
Norsemen won the fi nal 
event of the meet with 
Ve n e r i ,  A d e l s o n , 
Lefebvre and Schaaf 
winning the 400-yard 
freestyle relay with a 
time of 3:41.03.

The meet with the 
Saints was close, but the 
Norsemen prevailed.

Diamond, Schaaf, 
Veneri and Adelson won 
the 200-yard medley 
relay at 1:48.80 and the 
duo of Schaaf and 
Adelson won the 200-
yard IM and 50-yard 
freestyle with times of 
2:10.07 and 24.76, 
respectively.

Robbins was first in 
diving with 154.73 points 
and Adelson came back 
to win the 100-yard free-
style with a time of 55.12.

Kyle MacGillis won the 
100-yard breaststroke 
with a time of 1:15.34 to 
make sure the Norsemen 
earned the non-league 
victory.

Norsemen
start fast
By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

GROSSE POINTE SOUTH

Grosse Pointe South 
boys swimming and div-
ing team needed a sec-
ond-half push to beat 
league rival Macomb 
Dakota in the opening 
meet of the Macomb 
Area Conference Red 
Division slate early last 
week.

Head coach Eric 
Gunderson and his Blue 
Devils trailed at the mid-
way mark of the meet, 
but won the final few 
events to overtake the 
Cougars.

They gained big points 
by winning the 200-yard 
freestyle  relay as 
Matthew Koueiter, Ethan 
Kinkade, Thomas Jogan 
and Khalib Rahmaan 
posted a time of 1:35.02.

Matthew Melican and 
Koueiter then took care 
of business in the next 
two events. Melican won 
the 100-yard backstroke 
with a time of 55.60 and 

Koueiter was fi rst in the 
100-yard breaststroke at 
1:02.97 to put the Blue 
Devils on top.

They made sure the 
Cougars wouldn’t win 
the meet by taking fi rst 
in the 400-yard freestyle 
relay as Jogan, Michael 
Currier, Melican and 
Ethan Briggs turned in a 
time of 3:32.98.

Earlier in the meet, 
Koueiter won the 100-
yard butterfl y with a time 
of 54.09 and Jogan was 
fi rst in the 500-yard free-
style with a time of 
5:06.24.

The Blue Devils also 
won the 200-yard indi-
vidual medley with 
Briggs, Koueiter, Melican 
and Rahmaan posting a 
time of 1:41.27.

In other recent action, 
the Blue Devils beat U-D 
Jesuit 98-78 to improve 
to 2-1 overall.

Coming up for South is 
a home meet at 5:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 23, against 
Romeo.

Blue Devils
earn wins
By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

Breaking news

GROSSE POINTE SOUTH

Grosse Pointe South 
Athletic Director Jeremy 
Hawkins submitted his 
resignation Friday, Jan. 
12.

Hawkins was placed 
on paid administrative 
leave in mid-December 
while school officials 
conducted an investiga-
tion into areas of con-
cern.

Dan Griesbaum has 
been serving as the 
short-term athletic direc-
tor for the past couple of 

weeks. Griesbaum will 
continue in that short-
term role while the dis-
trict conducts an internal 
search for an interim 
assistant principal/ath-
letic director who can 
serve for the remainder 
of the school year.

District administrator 
Jon Dean sent a note to 
all staff indicating that 
any currently employed 
teacher/coach in Grosse 
Pointe Public School 
System is welcome to 
apply for the interim 
position. The email from 
Dean included details 

regarding the timing of 
the interim search.

South s taf f  and 
coaches are encouraged 
to serve on the interview 
team for the interim 
position.

Later this spring the 
district will post the per-
manent assistant princi-
pal/athletic director 
position and use the typ-
ical search process.

In addition, district 
offi cials will send a com-
munication to all South 
families regarding the 
shift in athletic leader-
ship at South.

For more information, 
contact Dean at (313) 
432-3020 or South 
Principal Moussa Hamka 
at (313) 432-3500.

By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

South AD resigns

The Grosse Pointe 

North boys hockey team 
dropped its league 
games last week, falling 
7-3 to Port Huron 

Northern and 8-2 to 
Warren De La Salle.

Both games were on 
the road.

Against the Huskies, 
the Norsemen struck 
fi rst when junior Chris 
Lorelli scored, assisted 
by sophomore Michael 
Burns.

PHN scored the next 
four goals before the 
Norsemen got back in 
the game.

Senior Evan Kolinski 
scored, assisted by soph-
omore Joe Lucido, and 
senior Austin Albrecht 
tallied an unassisted goal 
to make it a 4-3 game.

The Huskies scored 
the fi nal goal of the sec-
ond period to take a 5-3 

lead and they added two 
goals in the third to pull 
away.

The Norsemen also 
scored fi rst against the 
Pilots as Albrecht tallied 
in the first period, 
assisted by sophomore 
Evan Berger  and 
Kolinski.

Grosse Pointe North 
slipped to 0-7 in the 
Michigan Interscholastic 
Hockey League and 1-13 
overall.

Coming up for the 
Norsemen is a home 
game at 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 19, against 
De La Salle and an away 
game at 5:30 p.m. Friday, 
Jan. 26, against U-D 
Jesuit.

By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

Norsemen drop MIHL games
GROSSE POINTE NORTH

Boys hockey

UNIVERSITY L IGGETT  SCHOOL

University Liggett 
School boys hockey 
team beat host Allen 
Park Cabrini 4-1 last 
weekend, improving to 
11-3 overall.

Senior Sean Detloff 
scored in the fi rst period 
with senior Spencer 
Warezak netting the lone 
assist. Cabrini scored on 
the power play to tie it 

1-1.
In the second period, 

junior Dan Bowen scored 
what turned out to be the 
game-winning goal. It 
was unassisted, and 
senior Ferg Roby tallied 
with senior Dylan 
Paulsell assisting.

Paulsell put the fi nish-
ing touches on the win, 
scoring an empty-net 
goal in the fi nal minute 
of the third period.

S e n i o r  N a t h a n 

Alcantara earned the win 
in net.

Earlier in the week, 
Liggett dropped a 4-2 
game to division foe 
Dearborn Divine Child.

Head coach Mike 
Maltese watched his 
Knights take a 2-0 lead in 
the second period behind 
goals from junior Dace 
Potas and Warezak. 
Senior Matthew Moroun 
assisted on the fi rst goal, 
while senior Spencer 

Stefani assisted the sec-
ond.

The Falcons scored the 
fi nal two goals of the sec-
ond period and the only 
two goals in the third 
period to beat the 
Knights.

Liggett is now tied for 
fi rst with Detroit Country 
Day in the Michigan 
Metro Hockey League 
East Division at 5-1. 
Divine Child is third at 
4-2.

By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

Knights manage split

GROSSE POINTE SOUTH

On Monday evening, 
the Grosse Pointe South 
boys hockey team beat 
No. 6 ranked Utica 
Eisenhower 6-4 in the 
MAC Showcase at 
Surburban Ice Arena.

Sophomore Brian 
McKenna had two goals, 
while junior Garrett 
Benoit, senior Evan 
Theros, junior Andrew 
Vyletel and senior Scott 
Miller had one goal 
apiece.

S o p h o m o r e  Wi l l 
Strickler got the win in 
net.

Last week, the Blue 
Devils played two divi-
sion foes, Trenton and 
Birmingham Brother 
Rice.

The Blue Devils played 
tough in both games, but 
couldn’t generate enough 
offense as they lost 3-0 to 
Trenton and 7-2 to 
Brother Rice.

“We just can’t score 
goals,” head coach 
Bobby McKillop said. 
“We play hard, but that is 
not enough against the 
good teams we face.”

Junior Conor McKenna 
had both goals in the 
home game against the 
Warriors. Vyletel had the 
lone assist on the first 
goal, while seniors 
Garrett Bollenbacher 
and Scott Frame assisted 
on the second.

The Blue Devi ls 
improved to 5-8 overall, 
but fell to 2-6 in the 
Michigan Interscholastic 
Hockey League.

By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

Blue Devils beat Ike

PHOTO BY BRIAN MCKENNA

South’s Andrew Vyletel, No. 19, played a big role in 
the Blue Devils’ win over Eisenhower.

Jeremy Hawkins

NOTICE TO BIDDERS – LAKE FRONT PARK MARINA 
PEDESTAL IMPROVEMENTS, AEW PROJECT No. 0160-
0392.  Sealed bids will be received by the City at the offi ce of the 
City Clerk, 20025 Mack Plaza, Grosse Pointe Woods, Michigan, until 
10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, January 30, 2018, at which time and place the 
proposals will be publicly opened and read aloud. Work consists of 
removing the existing Marina Pedestals (63), furnishing and install-
ing (119) new pedestals with new electrical service panels, pedestal 
mounting plates, water service, and related appurtenances, clean-up 
and restoration. Bidders are encouraged to attend a Pre-Bid Meeting 
and walk-through at the Lake Front Park Activities Building, 23000 
East Jefferson, St. Clair Shores, Michigan 48080 at 10:00 am on Janu-
ary 23, 2018. Plans and Specifi cations are available at no cost from 
Anderson, Eckstein and Westrick, Inc. (586) 725-1234 by registering 
as a plan holder and obtaining download instructions. The City re-
serves the right to reject any or all proposals, to waive any irregulari-
ties in the bidding and to accept any proposals it deems to be in the 
best interest of the City.

Lisa K. Hathaway
City ClerkG.P.N.: 01/18/2018
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Girls basketball

UNIVERSITY L IGGETT  SCHOOL

The University Liggett 
girls basketball team 
earned a signature vic-
tory last weekend, beat-
i n g  C h e s t e r f i e l d 
Township Austin Catholic 
36-28.

Austin Catholic entered 
the game with a 6-1 
record after losing to 
Cardinal Mooney earlier 
in the week.

“We were up to the 
challenge,” head coach 
John Bandos said.

Austin Catholic came 
out pressing and playing 
a match-up zone defense, 
but the Knights solved 
that and led 9-6 after the 

fi rst quarter.
The Knights had trou-

ble rebounding, but still 
scored 13 points in the 
second quarter against a 
2-3 zone.

The home team had a 
22-16 halftime lead, 
which was stretched to 
29-20 after three quar-
ters.

“At  ha l f t ime we 
addressed the keys to 
success of the game,” 
Bandos said. “Two things 
were written on the 
board: 1. Rebound and 2. 
Box out. This was our 
challenge for the second 
half.”

The Knights held 
strong in the fourth quar-
ter and made enough 

clutch plays to keep 
Austin Catholic at arm’s 
length, thanks to their 
own stifl ing defense.

Junior Maria Pas hit 
three clutch free throws 
in the fi nal couple of min-
utes to seal the win. 
Freshman Delaney 
Garvey led the way with 
12 points and nine 
assists, while Pas fin-
ished with nine points.

Senior Delaney Bandos 
had six points, followed 
by  senior  Lauryn 
Holliday with four points 
and six rebounds, and 
junior Izzy Brusilow with 
two points, four steals 
and several deflected 
passes.

Junior Mimi Wujek had 

two points and eight 
rebounds, while sopho-
more Melanie Zampardo 
had one point and a 
t e a m - l e a d i n g  1 1 
rebounds.

“This was a great effort 
by the entire team, who 
has been working hard 
and enjoying the daily 
challenges in practice,” 
Bandos said.

Coming up for the 
Knights is an away game 
at 5 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 
18 ,  aga ins t  Wes t 
Bloomfield Frankel 
Jewish Academy, and a 
home game at 5 p.m. 
Friday, Jan. 26, against 
B l o o m f i e l d  H i l l s 
Academy of the Sacred 
Heart.

By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

Knights pull off stunner

PHOTO BY RENATO JAMETT

University Liggett School senior Maria Pas, shown 
in a game earlier this season, hit three clutch free 
throws in the Knights’ win over Austin.

GROSSE POINTE NORTH

Grosse Pointe North 
girls basketball team 
earned a much needed 
50-35 home win over 
Romeo last week.

With the possibility of 
falling to 0-3 in the 
M a c o m b  A r e a 
Conference Red Division 
and trailing 20-17 at the 
half, the Norsemen used 
a smothering second half 
to win and get into the 
victory column in the 

conference.
“We really needed that 

win since it would have 
been very tough to stay in 
the race falling to 0-3,” 
head coach Gary Bennett 
said. “I told the girls at 
halftime they have to 
step it up on defense. 
They got after them in 
the second half and really 
made them work.

“It was a good second 
half.”

The Bulldogs were able 
to dictate the tempo in 
the fi rst half and had a 

17-11 lead midway 
through the second quar-
ter.

They hit a three-pointer 
in the final seconds to 
grab the three-point lead 
at the intermission.

It was all Norsemen in 
the final two quarters. 
They outscored the 
Bulldogs 16-6 in the third 
quarter and 17-9 in the 
fourth to win by double 
digits.

It was a balanced scor-
ing effort and a defensive 
effort that forced the 

Bulldogs into 26 turn-
overs. 

One of the biggest bas-
kets of the game came in 
the fourth quarter when 
the Norsemen’s lead was 
cut to six.

J u n i o r  E v e l y n 
Zacharias drilled a three-
point basket from the top 
of the key to make it 
38-29, and the lead 
stretched to double digits 
after that. 

Zacharias fi nished with 
seven points as nine dif-
ferent players scored for 

the home team.
Junior Julia Ayrault 

and sophomore Christina 
Braker had nine points 
apiece to lead the 
Norsemen, while senior 
Josie Ciaravino had six 
points and fi ve rebounds.

Freshman Maddie 
Kohler had five points, 
followed by juniors 
Regan Sliwinski and 
Cariele Humphries, as 
well as sophomore 
Michelle Bodnariuk, with 
four points apiece. Junior 
Maddie Mills also had a 

basket.
Ay r a u l t  h a d  1 0 

rebounds and eight 
steals, and the Norsemen 
had only 14 turnovers, 
including a season-low 
fi ve in the second half.

Last weekend, North’s 
home game with Port 
Huron Northern was 
postponed due to inclem-
ent weather. 

It will be played 
Monday, Feb. 5.

Grosse Pointe North is 
1-2 in the MAC Red 
Division and 5-2 overall.

By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

Strong second half lifts Norsemen

GROSSE POINTE SOUTH

Head coach Kevin 
Richards said his Grosse 
Pointe South girls bas-
ketball team is making 
strides in the right direc-
tion.

His Blue Devils nearly 
pulled off an upset last 
weekend, trailing Warren 

Cousino 35-33 after a 
solid third quarter.

The Patriots held a 
27-19 halftime lead, but 
Richards’ squad used a 
14-8 third period to make 
it a two-point game. The 
home team had all the 
momentum and they 
were in position to 
deliver the upset.

Unfortunately, the 

Patriots used a 9-2 run to 
open the fourth quarter 
and build a 44-35 lead 
and the Blue Devils 
didn’t recover, eventually 
losing 49-37.

A series of three-point 
baskets in the second 
half allowed the Blue 
Devils to move closer. 
Senior Kamryn Tucker, 
j u n i o r s  S a v a n n a h 

Srebernak and Lily 
Adams, and freshman 
Alexa Downey, each hit 
long-range jumpers to 
cut into the second-half 
defi cit.

The defense forced 
some turnovers and held 
the Patriots to only one 
shot on several posses-
sions.

In the fourth quarter, 

the Blue Devils’ shots 
wouldn’t fall and the 
Patriots pulled away to 
win the Macomb Area 
Conference Red Division 
contest.

Downey fi nished with 
11 points, followed by 
three players with fi ve, 
Srebernak, Adams and 
junior Sydni Hall.

Earlier in the week, 

South beat Oak Park 
60-29 and lost 65-31 to 
Port Huron Northern.

Grosse Pointe South is 
0-4 in the MAC Red 
Division and 4-6 overall.

Coming up for the Blue 
Devils are away games at 
7 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 18, 
against Romeo and 5:30 
p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 23, 
against Macomb Dakota.

Blue Devils see improvement in all areas
By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

Girls hockey

GROSSE POINTE NORTH

It was a struggle, but in 
the end Grosse Pointe 
North girls hockey team 
beat Ann Arbor Pioneer 
7-3 last week at Eastside 
Arena.

“We didn’t play partic-
ularly well and the layoff 
hurt,” head coach Casey 
Quick said. “We all 
agreed it wasn’t our best 
effort, but the girls won 
the game and it was a big 
win.”

The Norsemen trailed 
2-0 when the Pioneers 
scored two goals in a 
19-second span early in 
the fi rst period.

Junior Clare Murphy 
scored at the 9:45 mark, 
assisted by senior Kylee 
Banaszewski and junior 
Bella Welke, and 70 sec-
onds later junior Hannah 
Martin tallied to tie it 2-2. 
Senior Lindsey Ramsdell 
had the lone assist.

Murphy scored again 
with 6:28 left in the open-
ing period to give the 
Norsemen a 3-2 lead. 
Junior Maddie McIntyre 
had the assist.

T h e  N o r s e m e n’ s 

offense was unstoppable 
in the fi rst period.

Murphy made it 4-2 
when she completed her 
natural hat trick. She 
scored an unassisted 
goal at the 4:44 mark and 

i t  came with the 
Norsemen shorthanded.

Welke completed the 
home team’s five-goal 
fi rst period with a goal at 
the 3:11 mark. Ramsdell 
and Murphy had the 
assists.

Welke scored the only 
goal in the second 
period, assisted by 
Banaszewski, and the 
home team made it a 7-2 
game in the fi rst minute 
of the third period when 
Banaszewski tallied.

Pioneer concluded the 
scoring with a goal in the 
fi nal two minutes.

Senior  McKenzie 
Obermok earned the win 
in net and senior Erika 
Benoit played in goal in 
the fi nal period.

Last weekend, North 
defeated host Walled 
Lake 9-1 to improve to 
4-2 in the Michigan 
Metro Girls High School 
Hockey League and 9-2 
overall.

By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

Norsemen moving up in division standings

PHOTO BY JOHN MCTAGGART

North goaltender McKenzie Obermok is playing 
well for the Norsemen.

CITY OF HARPER WOODS
POLICE DEPARTMENT 

WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN 
NOTICE 

 AUCTION OF IMPOUNDED/ABANDONED 
VEHICLES

Pursuant to PA 104, an auction will be held on January 
31, 2018 at 5:00 p.m. at Woods Towing, located at 22755 
Lexington, Eastpointe, MI. The following impounded/
abandoned vehicles will be auctioned:

2005 Chevy Trail Blazer 1GNET16S256156614
2004 GMC Yukon 3GKFK16Z34G327630
2003 Dodge Caravan 2D4GP44L93R274283
2008 Nissan Sentra 3N1AB61E08L699935
2007 Chevrolet Cobalt 1G1AL55F677219318
2005 Chevy Trail Blazer 1GNET16S856165866
2005 Jeep Cherokee 1J4HR58215C673178
2007 Chevy Malibu 1G1ZS58F17F163084
2003 Ford Taurus 1FAFP53UX3G145131
2005 Saturn ION 1G8AL52F05Z177901

The above vehicles can be viewed 1/2 hour prior to the 
auction, at Woods Towing. Payment by cash or certifi ed 
check only. Cars listed may be pulled or released prior to the 
auction by the Harper Woods Police Department.

Sgt. Thomas Teatsorth 
Traffi c Safety Section
POSTED: January 15, 2018
PUBLISHED: January 18, 2018

A copy of this notice can be viewed on www.harperwoodscity.org 
under Public Notices.
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Boys basketball

GROSSE POINTE SOUTH

The Grosse Pointe 
South boys basketball 
team returned from the 
break to face two tough 
division opponents, 
S t e r l i n g  H e i g h t s 
Stevenson and Chippewa 
Valley.

Head coach Troy 
Glasser and his Blue 
Devils went on the road 
and lost 66-40 to 
Stevenson and hosted 
Chippewa Valley last 
weekend and lost 60-44.

The Blue Devils played 
better and used a third-
quarter rally to cut a 
27-19 halftime defi cit to 
41-34. They had momen-

tum and had the Big 
Reds on their heels.

The Big Reds were 
able to up the lead to 
double digits early in the 
fourth quarter and the 
home team never recov-
ered.

Two crucial keys to the 
game were rebounding 
and three-point shoot-
ing. The Big Reds out-
rebounded the Blue 
Devils by a 2-1 margin, 
and a couple of three-
point baskets early in the 
fourth quarter gave the 
visitors an insurmount-
able lead heading into 
the fi nal couple of min-
utes.

Junior Ryan Downey 
led the Blue Devils with 

14 points, followed by 
freshman Daryl Houston 
with nine.

Grosse Pointe South 

dropped to 0-3 in the 
M a c o m b  A r e a 
Conference Red Division 
and 1-8 overall.

By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

League
losses

PHOTO BY JOHN MCTAGGART

South junior Ryan Downey, left, gets off a shot in the 
Blue Devils’ league loss to Chippewa Valley.

UNIVERSITY L IGGETT  SCHOOL

The University Liggett 
School boys basketball 
team split its division 
games last week, losing 
at home 57-54 to Ann 
Arbor Greenhills and 
winning on the road, 
53-46, against Waterford 

Our Lady of the Lakes.
Against Greenhills, the 

Knights trailed by 15 
early and by 13 heading 
into the fourth quarter.

Head coach Chris 
Housey watched his 
players make a come-
back, but the effort fell 
just short.

Seniors  Anthony 

George and Casey 
Scoggin led the way with 
30 and 19 points, respec-
tively.

In the road game, the 
Knights were fi nally able 
to win a close game.

“It was a great team 
win top to bottom,” 
Housey said. “Hopefully 
we’ve fi gured out how to 

win and we can keep it 
rolling.”

George scored 24 
points, including 9-of-10 
from the free-throw line 
in the fourth quarter, and 
Scoggin had 13 points.

Liggett is 1-2 in the 
C a t h o l i c  L e a g u e 
Intersectional Division 
and 2-6 overall.

By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

Knights net league split

GROSSE POINTE NORTH

Despite a five-game 
losing streak, head coach 
Ron Kochan isn’t panick-
ing.

His Grosse Pointe 
North boys basketball 
team is searching for the 
right mix, and he says 
the team will be better 
once the right combina-
tion is found.

“We haven’t played our 
best basketball, and I 
think it is because we 

have faced some adver-
sity and changed the 
rotation,” Kochan said. 
“We will get in the swing 
of things the second time 
through the league 
schedule. I’m confi dent 
of that.”

The Norsemen lost 
55 -43  to  v i s i t ing 
R o s e v i l l e ,  w h i c h 
stretched the losing 
streak to fi ve. They shot 
poorly from the field 
again and never got into 
a rhythm.

They fell behind by 

double digits early in the 
second quarter, but 
pulled within six points, 
27-21, at the half.

The Norsemen won 
the third quarter 14-12 to 
creep closer to the 
Panthers. 

They had several 
chances to make it even 
closer in the fi rst couple 
of minutes of the fourth 
quarter,  but shots 
wouldn’t fall and the 
Panthers hit a couple of 
huge three-point shots to 
close the deal.

Junior Ryan Webb led 
the Norsemen with 20 
points, followed by 
junior Joe Ayrault with 
seven and senior 
Sheldon Cage with six.

Earlier in the week, 
North let a double-digit 
lead slip away in a 62-59 
loss at Romeo.

The Bulldogs won the 
game with a three 
pointer at the buzzer.

Grosse Pointe North is 
1-2 in the Macomb Area 
Conference  Whi te 
Division and 3-6 overall.

By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

Cold shooting continues

Opinion

FROM THE SPORTS DESK

The National Football 
League concluded its 
divisional round of play-
offs last weekend with 
top seeds Philadelphia 
and New England, as 
well as a No. 2 seed, 
Minnnesota, and No. 3 
seed, Jacksonville, win-
ning and advancing to 
the conference champi-
onship games.

One look at the win-
ning teams and what do 
you fi nd, leaders.

Super Bowl winning 
quarterback Tom Brady 
with New England, has 
those leadership abili-
ties. He has put the 
Patriots on his shoulders 
and led the way to great-
ness.

Psychologists say the 
world is composed of 20 
percent leaders and 80 
percent followers.

Successful leaders 
make those around them 
better. With the success-
ful NFL teams, the lead-
ers make their teammates 
better, which is why 
these squads consis-
tently win.

If leaders are ineffec-
tive and don’t earn 
respect from their team-
mates, the result will 
most likely be a loss. It’s 
pretty simple between 
winning and losing.

Do the Detroit Lions 
have the leadership 
needed to make a Super 
Bowl run? Not in my 
opinion. I think Matthew 
Stafford is a good quar-
terback, but he can’t win 
a big game and they need 
to win big games to have 
a shot to get to the Super 
Bowl. Maybe the Lions’ 
new head coach will turn 
Stafford into a leader 
who will make his team-
mates better.

Do any of the Detroit 
professional sports 
teams have leaders? Not 
in my opinion.

The Red Wings and 
Pistons are spinning 
their wheels. They take 

one step forward and two 
steps back. Why do fans 
waste the money to pur-
chase tickets to see medi-
ocrity?

Just wait until the 
Tigers take the fi eld. Talk 
about a lack of leader-
ship. Ouch. This team is 
a train wreck and it will 
takes years to get this 
franchise back to bat-
tling to be in contention 
to win a World Series.

To me, it’s about lead-
ership. Coaches, players, 
owners, general manag-
ers. All need to be held 
responsible for winning 
and losing. Pointing fi n-
gers doesn’t work.

I’ve seen the good 
times in Detroit and the 
bad times. I celebrated 
when the Red Wings won 
Stanley Cups and the 
Pistons won World 
Championships behind 
great leaders.

I watched the Tigers 
win the magical 1984 
World Series behind a 
great leader, manager 
Sparky Anderson. That 
team had a clubhouse 
full of leaders who led by 
example.

Maybe, just maybe, the 
Lions will win a Super 
Bowl in my lifetime. I’ve 
been waiting year after 
year.

I really hope the Ford 
family hires a leader as 
the new coach and steps 
up as owners to help this 
franchise get in position 
to compete for a Super 
Bowl. Maybe the other 
franchise owners can 
step up and hire people 
who can do the job and 
not just collect a big pay-
check.

Sorry Detroit sports 
fans, but it’s not going to 
be much fun this winter 
and summer rooting for 
the  home teams . 
Thankfully we have good 
college and high school 
teams to watch.

— Bob St. John
Sports Editor

Searching 
for leaders

Girls basketball

UNIVERSITY L IGGETT  SCHOOL

PHOTO BY RENATO JAMETT

Leadership
University Liggett School girls varsity basketball coach John Bandos has made a positive impact for the 
Knights. Under his leadership, the Knights are above the .500 mark with a squad consisting of mostly inex-
perienced basketball players. His patience and guidance has helped the girls play above expectations.

Public service

MHSAA

A concussion is a brain 
injury which results in a 
temporary disruption of 
normal brain function.

A concussion occurs 
when the brain is vio-
lently rocked back and 
forth or twisted inside 
the skull as a result of a 
blow to the head or body.

An athlete does not 
have to lose conscious-
ness, “knocked out,” to 
suffer a concussion.

It is estimated that 
more than 140,000 high 
school athletes across 
the United States suffer 
a concussion each year. 
This data is from the 
N F H S  I n j u r y 
Surveillance System.

Concussions occur 
most frequently in foot-
ball, but girls lacrosse, 
gir ls  soccer,  boys 
lacrosse, wrestling and 
girls basketball follow 
closely behind. All ath-
letes are at risk.

Concussion symptoms 

may last from a few days 
to several months and 
concussions can cause 
symptoms which inter-
fere with school, work 
and social life.

An athlete should not 
return to sports while 
having symptoms from a 
concussion as they are at 
risk for prolonging 
symptoms and further 
injury.

A concussion may 
cause multiple symp-
toms. Many symptoms 
appear immediately after 
the injury, while others 
may develop over the 
next several days or 
weeks.

If an athlete is sus-
pected of having a con-
cussion, they must be 
immediately removed 
from play. Parents and 
coaches are not expected 
to be able to diagnose a 
concussion, as that is the 
job of a medical profes-
sional.

Parent’s guide
to concussions
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313 343.5578
HAVE THE GROSSE POINTE NEWS DELIVERED 

TO YOUR HOME EVERY WEEK.
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CALL
today!

is your 
LEADING SOURCE

The Grosse Pointe
NEWS

for Local 
Information

ANTHONY’S
—ESTATE SERVICES—

A
Estate Sales – Clean Outs – Hoarding Cleanups
Ready to maximize the value of your estate?
Great references from previous clients.

We handle it all…from set up to clean up.

586.565.1590
www.anthonysestateservices.com

012116

Fax your ads 24 hours
313-343-5569
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REAL ESTATE

803 CONDOS / APTS / FLATS

806 FLORIDA PROPERTY700 APTS/FLATS/DUPLEX
POINTES/HARPER WOODS

RANCH

705 HOUSES FOR RENT
POINTES/HARPER WOODS

705 HOUSES FOR RENT
POINTES/HARPER WOODS

716 OFFICE / COMMERCIAL 
FOR RENT

709 TOWNHOUSES /
CONDOS FOR RENT

RIVIERA Terrace 
within Nautical 
Mile, 2 bedroom, 
2 bathroom (new 
fl oors)/ new carpet 
throughout, 1,000 
square foot condo. 
$1,000/ month plus 
security. Contact 
Mike at (313)605-
0003

REPORT CRIMES
ANONYMOUSLY

You Can Make a Difference!
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AUTO THEFT
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0
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Solution Time: 21 minutes© 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.
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last week’s

puzzle 1/11/18

011818

Solution for
last weeks 

puzzle 1/11/18

1/18/18
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FLOOR
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A
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(586)215-4388
(810)908-4888

945 HANDYMAN

OLDER

946 HOME SERVICES

948 INSULATION

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

JOHNʼS PAINTING
Interior/Exterior

Repairing:
Damaged plaster,
 drywall, cracks,

windows
puttying, caulking.
Fire/Water damage

 insurance work.
 All work

guaranteed
 G. P. References
 License/Insured
Free estimates
Senior Discount
(313)882-5038

SHORES

957 PLUMBING
& INSTALLATION

SHOWER

960 ROOFING SERVICES
GENTILE

981 WINDOW WASHING
FAMOUS

(313)882-6900 ext. 1
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