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HOLLYFEST Honorary Chairmen Jeff and Debra Jay present Sean Hogan-Downey with the fi rst Family 
Center Service Achievement Award during the Nov. 29 event, an annual fundraiser gala for The Family 
Center. For more photos, see page 3A.

Kelly Boll and other 
concerned citizens visited 
15 polling places election 
day, Nov. 6, beginning at 
9 a.m. At each place, 
Boll and others com-
plained to election offi -
cials about what they 
viewed as election poll-
ing place violations 
according to state law.

With Grosse Pointe 
schools used at each of 
these precincts, their 
concern was that infor-
mation about the $111 
million school bond on 
the ballot was located at 
each school, accessible to 
voters who visited that 
precinct. This informa-
tion was displayed on 3- 

by-2-foot posters on 
easels or music stands, 
orange signs taped to the 
walls and orange Post-it 
notes indicating areas of 
each school to be remod-

e led,  replaced or 
upgraded.

Accord ing  to  a 
Michigan Campaign Law 
statute, “On election day, 
a person shall not post, 
display, or distribute in a 
polling place, in any hall-

way used by voters to 
enter or exit a polling 
place, or within 100 feet 
of an entrance to a build-
ing in which a polling 
place is located any mate-

rial that directly or indi-
rectly makes reference to 
an election, a candidate, 
or a ballot question.”

“My concern is that 
GPPSS is promoting the 
bond to voters within 100 
feet of the polling place,” 

Boll wrote in a Nov. 6 
emai l  to  Jennifer 
Redmond, deputy direc-
tor of elections under 
Wayne County Clerk 
Cathy M. Garrett. “These 

posters and ‘orange 
square’ signs and 
orange Post-it notes 
were located at many, if 
not all, of the GP schools 
used as polling places 
today. The posters and 
squares were not in 
non-school Grosse 
Pointe municipal build-
ings used as polling 

places.
“ These  mater ia ls 

clearly promote things 
the bond will buy, and 
they also target items in 
the specifi c school which 

By Mary Anne Brush
Staff Writer

Election violations alleged

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — Residents of 
a home in the 1800 block 
of Hampton are grateful 
for their quick thinking 
and the community’s 
quick response after their 
home caught fire early 
Tuesday morning, Nov. 
27.

Approximately 7:30 
a.m., the 59-year-old 
homeowner was making 
his grandson’s lunch 
when he observed smoke 
coming from the rear of 
the house. He immedi-
ately alerted his daugh-
ter, Kendall Cassidy, 29, 
staying in the basement 
living area with her two 
young sons.

“My dad yelled down-
stairs and I could hear 
the panic in his voice,” 
Cassidy said. “‘Get out of 
the house.’”

With her 15-month-old 
son in her arms, she 
noticed the clock near 
her bed showed 7:37 a.m.

She threw open the 
door to the bedroom 
where her 6-year-old son 
was sleeping.

“We gotta get out,” she 
yelled, as her son sat up 
and stared, frozen with 
fear. With the baby in one 
arm, she grabbed the 
6-year-old out of bed 
with her other hand and 
swiftly led him up the 
basement stairs.

“So I got them up to the 
top of the stairs and there 
was just smoke every-

where,” she said. “I yelled 
to (the 6-year old) to get 
down under the smoke 
and got the baby and 
myself down.”

The fi re was in a rear 
screen room near the top 
of the basement stairs. 
Fortunately, the woman 
recalled the fire-safety 
training she had as a 
child and knew to stay 
low below the smoke.

Observing the smoke 
was coming from the 
rear of the house, she led 
her sons away from it, 
toward the front. She 
grabbed two adult jack-
ets to wrap around her 
sons as they headed out 
the front door and into 
cold weather.

On the way out, she 
noticed the family dog in 
the hallway and called to 
him to follow her. The 
woman’s father, still 

Family escapes 
house fi re
By Melissa Walsh
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE 
SHORES — Residents 
questioned village coun-
cil and administrators 
about increasing water 
bills the past several 
years during the village 
council meeting Tuesday, 
Nov. 20.

Questions raised dur-
ing the public comments 
portion of the meeting 
came with a request to 
village administration to 
detail in the billing the 
fi xed costs passed on to 
residents based on infra-
structure maintenance 
and administrative over-
head and variable costs 
based on individual water 

consumption.
A resident on Clairview 

representing others on 
his street said he’s seek-
ing answers for why the 
cost of water per cubic 
foot increased from $5.32 
in 2009 to $13.12 in the 
most recent billing cycle.

“That’s a pretty sub-

Residents question water rates
By Melissa Walsh
Staff Writer

PHOTO COURTESY OF KAREN POPE

HOLLYFEST success

‘These materials clearly promote things 
the bond will buy, and they also target 
items in the specifi c school which itself is 
acting as the polling place.’
KELLY BOLL, 
Grosse Pointe Park resident

See ELECTION, page 10A

PHOTO COURTESY OF KENDALL CASSIDY

Kendall Cassidy and her sons were impacted by a 
fi re in the 1800 block of Hampton Tuesday, Nov. 27.

PHOTO BY CHRISTIAN FENTON

Image captured by a 
neighbor of the house in 
the 1800 block of 
Hampton that caught 
fi re the morning of 
Tuesday, Nov. 27.

See RATES, page 3A See FIRE, page 5A
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Home: Grosse Pointe Farms
Recently flew on a B-52 bomber 
in honor of her father’s service 
during WWI

Pointer of
INTEREST

See story, page 4A

The Rev. Susan 
d’Olive Mozena
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GROSSE POINTE 
PARK — It’s been a long 
time coming, not only for 
bar-goers on Charlevoix 
— peering into the win-
dows, trying to catch a 
glimpse through brown-
paper-covered windows 
— but also for managing 
p a r t n e r s  o f  T h e 
Charlevoix, Nick Arrigo, 
Brian Czerny and 
Brandon Belknap. 

J u s t  b e f o r e 
Thanksgiving, the new-
est restaurant in Grosse 
Pointe Park opened its 
doors to the community. 

“This whole thing is 
meant to be a neighbor-
hood spot,” said Belknap. 
“Something exciting, 
new, but also comfort-
able. A place you can 
hang out.”

Belknap, who previ-
ously was the executive 
sous chef for the Detroit 
Lions, said the menu is 
an eclectic mix of “ele-
vated bar food.”

Belknap was brought 
on fi rst as a consultant.

“Brandon talked about 
how we don’t know how 
to design a kitchen,” 
Czerny said. 

“As everything evolved, 
it just made more sense 
to me to jump on full 
board and buy in and 
become a partner,” 
Belknap said.

The menu features po’ 
boys, wings and tacos 
with unique twists and 

the drink menu was 
curated to compliment 
the fl avors. 

“The wine program 
especially, just like the 
beers I brought in, is very 

much meant to compli-
ment the food,” Arrigo 
said. 

The drink menu fea-
tures seasonal craft 
beers, handcrafted cock-
tails and a small but 
focused wine list.

“Places have cocktail 
lists, places have wine 
lists, but we are a little 
more focused on fun, 
accessible cocktails,” 
Arrigo said. “Using fresh 
seasonal ingredients, 
ingredients that might 
not be used in other 

places. But nothing that 
is uncomfortable.”

It should be noted the 
kitchen is open late, 
which, for Arrigo, was the 
impetus for opening the 
restaurant in the Park. 

Arrigo said while he 
was working downtown 
at Joe Muer Seafood as 
lead bartender, it was 
often a struggle to fi nd 
food in the Park after 
work. 

“You can only have 
pizza so many times in 
the week before you start 
feeling depressed,” he 
said. 

Arrigo said his experi-
ence helping open seven 
restaurants the last eight 
years — including Luxe 
in the Farms and the 
expansion of Park Grill 
— helped him realize it 
was possible to open his 
own restaurant.

“And when this prop-
erty became available, it 
was almost divine inter-
vention,” he said. 

Arrigo has known 
Czerny since high school. 
Both graduated from 
Grosse Pointe South 
High School in the mid-

’90s. They fi rst worked 
together when Czerny 
was working on expand-
ing Park Grill.

Czerny, whose back-
ground is in fi nance, saw 
an opportunity to cater to 
the adult crowd by bring-
ing downtown “date 
night” spots to the neigh-
borhood. 

“We can provide an 
option not only to Grosse 
Pointers, but to eastside 
Detroiters where you can 
come this way and not 
have to deal with the 
parking headaches of 
downtown, but you can 
still get that downtown 
feel,” Czerny said.

Located at 14927 
Charlevoix in Grosse 
Pointe  Park ,  The 
Charlevoix is open 4 p.m. 
to 2 a.m. Monday through 
Friday, noon to 2 a.m. 
Saturday and noon to 
midnight Sunday. The 
kitchen is open until mid-
n ight  Monday  to 
Thursday and until 1 a.m 
Friday and Saturday. The 
restaurant also is avail-
able for events. For more 
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  v i s i t 
thecharlevoix.com.

By Anthony Viola
Staff Writer

The Charlevoix opens its doors

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE CHARLEVOIX

The Charlevoix, 14927 Charlevoix, Grosse Pointe 
Park, recently opened its doors to the community.

The Charlevoix offers an 
eclectic menu of elevat-
ed bar food, handcrafted 
cocktails and a kitchen 
that’s open late.

Ahee family matriarch 
Bettejean Ahee, center, 
along with her children 
and grandchildren, cut 
the ribbon on the ex-
panded showroom at 
edmund t. AHEE jewel-
ers. With the family are 
Grosse Pointe Woods 
Mayor Bob Novitke and 
Grosse Pointe Chamber 
of Commerce President 
Jennifer Boettcher.

Expanded 

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT
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There probably aren’t a 
lot of Grosse Pointers — 
even the lifelong ones — 
who can say they’ve been 
on every street in the fi ve 
cities, let alone walked 
them. 

But Marianne Costakis 
can. 

The 57-year-old Woods 
resident recently com-
pleted her goal of walk-
ing every street in the 
Grosse Pointes — more 
than 250 miles. 

The idea came to her 
earlier this year in Florida 
while walking on the 
beach. 

“Sometimes you get so 
sedentary and I thought, 
‘I need to do something,’” 
she said. “What about 
walking the streets of 
Grosse Pointe?”

When she mentioned it 
to her brothers, she said 
they told her, “I don’t 
think you can do it in a 
year.”

That didn’t stop her 
from trying. She started 
slow in April, walking in 

her neighborhood a mile 
or two at a time. 

“I eventually got a 
momentum going,” she 
said.

Soon she was walking 
four or fi ve times a week, 
marking her progress on 
a map and keeping track 
of the miles on her phone. 
By November, she had 
one road left: Provencal. 

Unlike the rest of her 
journey, Provencal is a 
private road. She said she 
went to the guard, then 
public safety, but nothing 
could get her in. 

“I was a little sad when 
I got to Provencal and I 
couldn’t get down the 
street,” she said. “I 
thought, ‘It’s going to be 
an incomplete project.’ It 
was a little dishearten-
ing.”

But a friendly neighbor 
came through. She said 
she ended up talking to 
one of her neighbors in 
the Woods “that kind of 
knows everybody.” As it 
turned out, he knew a few 
people on the road and 
helped Costakis secure 
access. 

“It was a little cold that 
day,” she said. “That was 
my last day and I got to 
the end of the road, took 
a picture, then my phone 
just died.”

During her walks, her 
phone not only helped 
her keep track of where 
she went, but also what 
she saw. Things that 
caught her eye fill her 
camera roll: well-main-
tained — and not-so-well-
maintained — houses, 
interesting landscaping, 
lawn decorations (a dino-
saur, a gorilla on 
Provencal and a David 
statue dressed in a tutu) 
and the changing fall col-
ors. 

“Whatever happened to 
strike my fancy,” she said. 

Each city has its secret 
corners, streets rarely 
seen by anyone but the 
people who live there.

“I think my favorite 
part of any of the walks 
was just fi nding the little 
streets you never go to,” 
she said. “There’s a lot of 
them.”

It wasn’t always easy to 
get out the door, she said. 

“Some days maybe I 
didn’t want to (walk) as 
much, but once I did, it 
was good, even the days 
after I worked,” the 
Beaumont Hospital nurse 
said. 

She said she would 
bring an extra set of 
clothes to work, then 
after a midnight shift on 
her feet, would hit the 
town. Soon, the walks 
became an outlet to relax.

“It was a good thing to 
do and I felt better after I 
did it each day and I was 
disappointed on the days 
I couldn’t do it for what-
ever reason,” she said. “It 
was a good stress 
reliever.”

For the most part, 
Costakis walked alone. 
Every once in a while she 
said she would walk in 
the Park with her niece or 
a neighbor would drop 
her off somewhere and 
she would walk back, but 
because of schedules — 
she typically would walk 
weekdays  — there 
weren’t a lot of people 
with whom to share the 
experience. 

“In some ways it was 
good and other times it 
would’ve been nice to 
share it with somebody,” 
she said. “But then in 
some ways you can do 
what you need to do or 
stop in random places 
and take pictures.” 

She recommends walk-
ing to anybody. Her 
brother also is setting out 
to accomplish the same 
goal, although he says it 
will take him a couple 
years. 

Before setting out, 
Costakis offers a few tips: 
Wear comfortable shoes, 
try to walk in morning or 
evening  — “Especially in 
the middle of summer; it 
gets very hot.” — hydrate, 
go to the bathroom before 
leaving, bring money and 
listen to music or audio 

books. 
Although “sometimes it 

was nice just to get rid of 
the noise, too, and just 
take in the surround-
ings,” she said. 

Now that she fi nished 
her goal this year, 
Costakis is looking for 
the next one. She doesn’t 
know what she will end 
up doing yet — maybe 
walking historical Detroit 
neighborhoods or swap-
ping seasons. She said 
she’s open for sugges-
tions.

She does know she 
can’t wait to get going 
again. 

“Now that I’m not walk-
ing as much, I really miss 
it and I fi nd that it’s not 
quite the same,” she said. 
“I need to get back into 
doing something.”

By Anthony Viola
Staff Writer

Pointer walks every mile

MONDAY, DEC. 10

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Farms city council meeting, 7 p.m. in 
council chambers, 90 Kerby.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Park city council meeting, 7 p.m. in 
council chambers, 15115 E. Jefferson.

TUESDAY, DEC. 11

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Board of Review meeting, 9 
a.m at city hall, 20025 Mack Plaza.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Shores Finance Committee meeting, 
10 a.m. in council chambers, 795 Lakeshore.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Citizens Recreation 
Commission meeting, 7 p.m. at city hall, 20025 Mack 
Plaza.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Wood Planning Commission meet-
ing, 7:30 p.m. at city hall, 20025 Mack Plaza.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 12

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Shores Board of Review meeting, 9 
a.m. in council chambers, 795 Lakeshore.

The Week Ahead

stantial increase, a 
147-percent increase 
over nine years,” he said, 
adding he contacted vil-
lage administration to 
request an itemized bill 
and was told that infor-
mation was unavailable.

“It seems we have a 
blended rate, where it’s 
just based per 100 cubic 
feet of water,” the con-
cerned resident told 
council. “If that’s the case 
of a blended rate, then as 
the rate goes up, as the 
usage goes up, we’re also 
paying additional costs to 
the fixed cost. There 
should be a set cost for 
the fi xed cost. And then 
whatever our usage is, 
we should be charged for 
that.”

He asked council to 
explain the blended rate 
and the history leading to 
it, calling out a 30-per-
cent increase in water 
rates between 2011 and 
2012, followed by signifi -
cant increases each year 
after.

“The lack of transpar-
ency is what bothers us 
particularly,” the resident 
said, “given the signifi -
cant increase in the cost 
of the water.”

Councilman Bruce 
Bisballe explained that 
since 2011, when the vil-
lage’s 30-year contract 
with the Great Lakes 
Water Authority went 
into effect, the cost of 
water is calculated per 
100 cubic feet.

“We mark that up with 
our cost and put that 
through,” Bisballe said. 

“So the significant 
increase in cost you see is 
through (Great Lakes 
Water Authority).”

Bisballe added the con-
tract with the authority 
promises no more than a 
3-percent rate increase 
per year.

“They (Great Lakes 
Water Authority) haven’t 
lived up to that,” he said. 
“The reasons the rates 
are doubling for the 
entire metropolitan area 
is simply fewer people, 
set infrastructure. The 
infrastructure was built 
for 2 million people living 
in the city of Detroit, for 
example. There’s only a 
million people there.

“The pipes didn’t get 
any smaller. They didn’t 
get any newer. So you 
have all that infrastruc-
ture that’s being main-
tained for a much larger 
base. That’s why the 
costs continue to esca-
late.

“As far as breaking out 
the fixed, the variable, 
the meter charge, No. 1, 
we looked at this prior 
years. Seventy percent of 
the water bills in the 
community are fixed-
charge. They’re the mini-
mum charge. So that has 
been a decision by coun-
cil prior years and over 
the course of time that 
that would be maintained 
at the lowest possible 
cost for the residents on 
a minimum-charge basis. 
That’s why you see larger 
water users, in many 
cases, pay a higher total 
cost.”

Bisballe said the com-
bined sewer and water 
rate in the Shores is the 
second lowest among the 

fi ve Grosse Pointe com-
munities. The Shores, 
Woods and Park are in a 
contract with Great 
Lakes Water Authority. 
Farms and City rely on 
the Farms water plant.

Higher water con-
sumption, during sum-
mer, for example, leads 
to escalated charges cal-
culated by usage and 
stress to the system, 
which accounts for addi-
tional charges to the vil-
lage by Great Lakes 
Water Authority toward 
fixed costs, Bisballe 
explained.

As for showing item-
ized charges in billing, 

Bisbal le  said new 
accounting software — 
on the agenda for council 
approval the same meet-
ing — would enable 
administrators to provide 
itemized water bills to 
residents by the next bill-
ing cycle.

“It’s not going on deaf 
ears. It’s not a blind deci-
sion,” Bisballe stressed. 
“It’s a conscious choice 
that has been made by 
the council in the estab-
lishment of the water 
rates and more detail will 
be forthcoming.”

The motion to adopt 
the new accounting soft-
ware was approved.

RATES:
Continued from page 1A

PHOTOS COURTESY OF KAREN POPE

From left, Francine Parker, Candace Miller and 
Mary Treder Lang.

Above, Amy Kish, operations assistant at The 
Family Center, and her husband, Ken, enjoy the eve-
ning. Left, from left, Beverly Perry, Harper Woods 
Mayor Pro Tem Valerie Kindle and Wayne County 
Community College District Provost Sandra 
Robinson.

HOLLYFEST faces

PHOTOS COURTESTY OF MARIANNE COSTAKIS

Marianne Costakis took a selfi e on Provencal in 
Grosse Pointe Farms just after she fi nished her goal 
of walking every street in Grosse Pointe. 
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With pounding heart 
and mile-wide smile, the 
Rev. Susan d’Olive 
Mozena recently got the 
experience of a lifetime 
in the cockpit of a B-52 
Stratofortress bomber.

The flight — which 
included a couple simu-
lated bomb runs — was 
in honor of the service of 
Mozena’s father, 1st Lt. 
Charles d’Olive, a fi ghter 
pilot during World War I. 
But her story starts long 
before the Grosse Pointe 
Farms resident was fi tted 
for fl ight.

Mozena, 73 and the 
coordinator of adult edu-
cation at Grosse Pointe 
Memorial Church, grew 
up in the Chicago area 
and moved with her fam-
ily to Cedar Falls, Iowa, 
when she was in junior 
high school.

“I was an only child,” 
she said. “My parents 
were older. My dad was 
49 when I was born, my 
mom 12 years younger. 
They used to call girls 
who liked sports and who 
were good at athletics 
tomboys. I’m a tomboy. 
… I was raised doing sort 

of boy things with my 
dad and girl things with 
my mom, although she 
was also a tomboy. … I 
watched an awful lot of 
war movies with my dad 

and I heard his stories a 
million times.”

Her father served with 
two squadrons in France 
— the 93rd Aero 
Squadron and, briefly 
toward the end of the 
war, the 141st Aero 
Squadron. He was 
awarded a Distinguished 
Service Medal — the sec-
ond highest military dec-
oration in the United 
States — for fi ve aerial 
victories with the 93rd 
squadron. The day after 
he received the medal, 
the war ended.

“I was raised on that 
story,” Mozena said. 
“Always on Nov. 11, I put 
our flag out and think 
about Dad and how 
grateful I am that he sur-
vived.”

Several years ago, 
Mozena’s son decided to 
see if the 93rd squadron 
was still around.

“After World War I, a lot 
of military were demobi-
lized,” Mozena said. “The 
93rd had been decom-
missioned and then 
brought back in the ’30s 
as a bomb squad, not a 
fi ghter squad.”

Its commander, Col. 
Joe Jones, sent two pub-
lic affairs officers to 
Mozena’s home to photo-
graph her memorabilia. 
She gave them original 

items as well.
“We had a connection,” 

she said.
That connection led to 

an invitation to Mozena 
and her family — hus-
band, John; son, John; 
and daughter, Beth — to 
the centennial celebra-
tion of the squadron’s 
formation. They traveled 
to Shreveport, La., last 
year, where the brigadier 
general told her father’s 
story. Out of that gather-
ing came the idea to put 
Mozena on a B-52.

The fl ight, which took 
place at Louisiana’s 
Barksdale Air Force Base 
in September, wasn’t 
Mozena’s fi rst in a cock-
pit. She was so enamored 
with her father’s stories, 
she took fl ying lessons in 
high school.

“Dad wanted me to 
solo in a plane before I’d 
solo in a car,” she said. 
“So I took fl ying lessons 
before I turned 16.”

Mozena’s nine hours of 
dual instructions, includ-
ing successful touch-and-
go landings, didn’t last. 
Expensive lessons, a hint 
of self-doubt and “math 
anxiety” led her to stop.

“I love to fl y and I am 
sorry I didn’t follow 
through on that,” she 
said.

However, Mozena has 
no problem following 
through on other pur-
suits. The 1967 Mount 
Holyoke College gradu-
ate majored in political 
science and minored in 
history. She earned a 
master’s degree in teach-
ing from Northwestern 
University in 1968, the 
same year she wed John 
Mozena.

“I taught four years,” 
she said, “but I knew 
teaching wasn’t what I 
wanted to do with the 
rest of my life.”

She became a stay-at-
home mom, but it was 
the early ’70s, “right at 
the beginning of when 
women started to do 
things outside the home,” 
she said. “I wasn’t a radi-
cal women’s libber. But at 
Mount Holyoke, we were 
taught you can do any-
thing you set your mind 
to. There were no mixed 
messages about that.”

Mozena was asked to 
volunteer with Junior 
League of Detroit, which 
eventually led her to vol-
unteer at Children’s 
Hospital of Michigan 
working the emergency 
room triage desk.

“Through that I was 
recruited to be the volun-
teer coordinator at Henry 
Ford Hospital, part time,” 
she said. “From that, I fell 
in love with hospitals. I 
got a master’s degree in 
the hospital administra-
tion program at the 

University of Michigan 
School of Public Health 
in 1984.”

From there she worked 
in the offi ce of the admin-
istrator at  Detroit 
Medical Center Corp., 
before being recruited as 
an assistant administra-
tor at Detroit Receiving 
Hospital. Several promo-
tions and years later, she 
became vice president of 
administration.

“Those 12 years were 
the richest of my health 
care career,” she said. 
When her position was 
eliminated in 1996, it was 
“one of the saddest days 
of my life.”

Mozena served several 
capacities at different 
health care agencies until 
2010, all the while attend-
ing seminary.

“At age 57, I felt the 
call,” she said. After 
major surgery in 2002, 
she had three months of 
recuperation to refl ect on 
that call.

“Not a day went by that 
I didn’t have somebody 
reaching out to me doing 
something gracious,” she 
said. “From my perspec-
tive, it was the holy spirit 
motivating them to reach 
out to me in those won-
derful ways.

“If one feels called to 
the ministry of any sort, 
it’s often a secret call,” 
she continued. “You don’t 
tell anyone about it. I 
didn’t say a word to my 
husband. It’s such a pri-
vate moment.”

Already in her late 50s, 
Mozena was certain she 
didn’t aspire to run a 
church; however, she felt 
called to become a hospi-
tal chaplain. She earned 
a Master of Divinity 
degree from McCormick 
Theological Seminary in 
Chicago in 2009, and 
shortly after began work-
ing at Memorial Church.

The Rev. Dr. Peter 
Henry “gave me the 

opportunity to be coordi-
nator of adult education,” 
she said. “It’s the perfect 
niche because I used to 
be a teacher.

“I also worked full time 
as chaplain at Oakwood 
Annapolis Hospital, 
which is now Beaumont 
Wayne, by the airport,” 
she continued. “I was 64 
when I was ordained. 
Here I am at 73, retired 
four years from my chap-
lain role.”

Currently, Mozena 
leads Bible studies, 
preaches several times a 
year, assists in worship 
and works on a contin-
gency basis at Beaumont 
Hospital, Grosse Pointe. 
She celebrated her ninth 
anniversary of ordination 
Dec. 5.

“It’s a combination at 
this time in my life of put-
ting together everything 
I’ve ever learned to do,” 
she said. “I’m grateful for 
all of it. I’m grateful to be 
in good health, too.”

Mozena loves to golf 
and exercise. She and 
her husband are second-
generation Rotarians. 
Additionally, Mozena vol-
unteers with the Alumnae 
Association of Mount 
Holyoke College and the 
church-based nonprofit 
Pilgrims of Ibillin, which 
supports  interfai th 
peacemaking efforts in 
Israel and the West Bank. 

The Mozenas recently 
returned from a trip to 
New Zealand and 
Australia in celebration 
of their 50th wedding 
anniversary.

“The biggest thing in 
my life is my family — 
my husband, our two 
kids and three grandkids. 
The happiest time for us 
is when we’re in the din-
ing room and all nine of 
us are around the table at 
once.”

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Farms woman has experience of a lifetime

The Rev. Susan Mozena speaks about her experience fl ying in a 
B-52 bomber during the next Rotary Club of Grosse Pointe 
meeting, beginning at 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 12, at The War 
Memorial, 32 Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe Farms.
The fl ight happened in September, out of the Barksdale Air 
Force Base in Louisiana, where the 93rd Bomb Squadron is 
based.
“It was perfect weather for the fl ight,” she said. “It was glorious. I 
loved every minute of it.”
Mozena was invited into the cockpit because her father, an ace 
pilot during World War I, fl ew B-52s. He recorded the 93rd 
Pursuit Squadron’s fi rst ever aerial kill when he shot down a 
German Fokker D.VII fi ghter on Sept. 12, 1918. Charles d’Olive 
shot down a total of fi ve planes during the war and received a 
Distinguished Service Cross for his efforts.
“I can’t prove if I’m the only surviving family of those guys, but 
I’m the only one they know about,” Mozena said. “I’m the only 
link to their history.”
Mozena said she enjoyed every bit of the experience — from 
pre-fl ight training the day before to even being allowed to con-
trol the tiller for a short while.
“My dad would have just gone nuts over this,” she said. “I was 
incredibly moved by the whole thing. It was adventure. It was 
fun. It was emotionally engaging for me. … I missed my dad 
through the whole thing. No doubt his combat experience in 
World War I was certainly the most adventure he had in his life.”
The 93rd squadron is part of the Air Force Reserves Command 
and does all the training for B-52 pilots in the U.S. Air Force and 
Reserves, Mozena said. 
“Through me they were honoring my father … and it wasn’t lost 
on me,” she said.
The public is welcome to attend Mozena’s Dec. 12 lecture. For 
more information, visit grossepointerotary.org.

Sharing the thrill

PHOTOS COURTESY OF SUSAN MOZENA

The Rev. Susan Mozena, dressed in her specially 
made fl ight suit, is all smiles before the fl ight.

Mozena does a pre-fl ight inspection with Lt. Col. 
Bryan Bailey, squadron commander.
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 Santa’s Workshop
 Ascen� on St. John Hospital
 DTE Energy Founda� on
 North Pole
 Genesis Chevrolet & 
   Genesis Cadillac
 The Hill Associa� on
 The War Memorial 
 Elf
 Beaumont Health System
 City of Grosse Pointe Woods
 Grosse Pointe City Founda� on
 Grosse Pointe 
   Democra� c Club
 Grosse Pointe Farms 
   Founda� on
 Stefek’s Auc� on Appraisals &  
   Estate Sales
 The Grosse Pointe & 
   Harper Woods NAACP
 Wayne County 
   Community College District

 Display Group
 Reindeer
 Aitken & Ormond Insurance
 American House 
   Grosse Pointe  
 Belding Cleaners
 Capricious
 Chemical Bank
 Chris� an Financial 
   Credit Union
 Coldwell Banker Weir Manuel
 Dirty Dog Jazz Café
 Display Group
 Eastside Tennis & Fitness
 Edsel & Eleanor Ford House
 Fisher Pointe Dental
 Focus 313 Eyecare
 Grosse Pointe Geek
 Grosse Pointe Theatre
 Hampton, Fox & Associates
 Hamzavi Dermatology
 Henry Ford Medical Center

 

 Higbie Maxon Agney
 Jumps Restaurant
 Junior League of Detroit
 Kercheval Dance
 LaLonde Jewelers & 
   Gemologists
 Morning Glory Coff ee & 
   Pastries
 Northern Trust Company
 Nurse Next Door
 Pointe Kitchen and Bath
 Sine & Monaghan LLC
 Small Favors
 The Grosse Pointe Lions Club
 University Ligge�  School
 Wakefi eld, Sutherland & 
   Lubera, PLC
 Media Sponsors
 Grosse Pointe News
 Grosse Pointe Magazine

2018
Grosse Pointe Santa Claus Parade

Thank you for celebra� ng the offi  cial start of the holiday season by 
a� ending the Grosse Pointe Santa Claus Parade! The fes� ve tradi� on 
has been made possible by the volunteers, par� cipants, local police 
departments and the following sponsors:

1023 Bedford
Grosse Pointe Park

4 Bedrooms • 2.5 Baths
$648,888

TIM BLEDSOETIM BLEDSOE
OFFERED BY 313.737.2006

timbledsoerealtor@gmail.com
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City of Grosse Pointe

Drunken driving
A 67-year-old Detroit 

man was arrested for 
operating while intoxi-
cated at 4:30 p.m. Friday, 
Nov. 30, on Jefferson at 
Lakeland. 

Offi cers observed the 
man parked on the west-
bound curb of Jefferson 
for multiple light cycles. 
When contacted, the 
man said he ran out of 
gas on his way home. 
Offi cers noted an odor of 
intoxicants and a LEIN 
search revealed a sus-
pended license. The man 
failed a field sobriety 
test and a preliminary 
breath test resulted in 
.17 percent blood alco-
hol content. 

— Anthony Viola
Report information 

about this and other 
crimes to City of Grosse 
Pointe Public Safety, 
(313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Farms

Too drunk
A 50-year-old Detroit 

man was arrested for 
operating while intoxi-
cated after sideswiping a 
patrol vehicle, refusing 
to stop, hitting a spike 
strip and driving the 
wrong way on Lakeshore 
at 3:20 a.m. Monday, 
Dec. 3, on Lakeshore at 
Kerby. 

An offi cer stopped at a 
red light on Mack at 
Calvin observed the man 
behind him with his 
right-turn signal acti-
vated approximately 
3:20 a.m. However, 
instead of making the 
turn, the man continued 
straight and sideswiped 
the passenger side of the 
offi cer’s vehicle, causing 

damage to both vehicles. 
The offi cer activated his 
lights, but the vehicle did 
not pull over. The man 
turned right on Moross 
and, according to police 
reports, continued east-
bound, traveling between 
15 and 35 miles per hour, 
hugging the right curb. 

Shores offi cers assisted 
and laid a spike strip on 
Moross just west of 
Lakeshore. The Detroit 
man’s front tires defl ated 
after hitting the spike 
strip traveling approxi-
mately 30 miles per hour, 
but he kept driving. 

According to reports, 
w h e n  t h e  m a n 
approached Lakeshore, 
his wheels locked up, 
causing him to nearly 
run into the exit gate at 
Pier Park. He then turned 
right onto Lakeshore and 
traveled southbound in 
the northbound lanes. 
Offi cers were fi nally able 
to block the roadway and 
stop the vehicle at Kerby.

According to police, 
the man smelled of intox-
icants and believed he 
was on the freeway in 
Detroit. 

He had a .29 percent 
blood alcohol content. 

Easy breathing 
bandit

A Continuous Positive 
Airway Pressure machine 
was stolen from a vehicle 
in the 18000 block of 
Mack between 9:30 and 
11 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 28. 
Reported Friday, Nov. 30, 
the victim said he parked 
his car behind a restau-
rant then returned a few 
hours later to discover 

the machine missing. 
— Anthony Viola

Report information 
about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Farms Public Safety, 
(313) 885-2100.

Grosse Pointe Park 

Warrant arrest
A 21-year-old Detroit 

man was arrested for a 
Shelby Township war-
rant at 9:20 p.m. Tuesday, 
Nov. 27, on Mack at 
Maryland. He was 
stopped for speeding.

Stolen 
credit card

A 31-year-old Detroit 
woman used a stolen 
credit card to purchase a 
sandwich at 5:30 p.m. 
Sunday, Nov. 25, in the 
17000 block of Mack. 

Home invader 
arrested

A 21-year-old Detroit 
man was arrested in his 
home in the 2900 block 
of Fullerton at 1 p.m. 
Tuesday, Nov. 27, in con-
nection to multiple home 
invasions in the Park and 
City in October. 

Suspended 
licenses

◆ A 32-year-old Detroit 
man was arrested for 
driving on a suspended 
license and warrants at 
2:15 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 
29, at Lakepointe and 
Fairfax. He was stopped 
for tinted windows. 

◆ A 34-year-old Detroit 
man was arrested for 
driving on a suspended 
license and warrants at 
1:40 p.m. Friday, Nov. 30, 
on Mack at Bedford. He 
was stopped for speed-
ing. 

Neighborhood 
Grinch

An unknown person 
cut four strings of 
Christmas lights over two 
nights in the 900 block of 
Westchester between 
Thursday, Nov. 29, and 
Saturday, Dec. 1. 

Home invasion
More than $5,000 

worth of items were sto-
len from a house in the 
1100 block of Grayton 
between 5 p.m. Friday, 
Nov. 30, and 6:35 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 2. Stolen 
were an LG TV, a silver 
bar, a gold wedding ring 
and cash. The unknown 
suspect entered through 
a rear unlocked door. 

Stealing 
from the blind

A  5 2 - y e a r - o l d 
Chesterfield Township 
woman was arrested for 
stealing money from 
elderly patients’ purses 
in the 15000 block of 
Jefferson at 1 p.m. Friday, 
Nov. 30. The woman 
would steal when the vic-
tims were there for eye 
exams. She confessed to 
multiple thefts over many 
months.

— Anthony Viola
Report information 

about these and other 

crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Park Public Safety, (313) 
822-7400.

Grosse Pointe Shores

No license
Officers arrested a 

26-year- old Detroit 
woman during a traffi c 
stop at Lakeshore and 
Vernier Friday, Nov. 30, 
after a scan of the license 
plate of her 2003 Buick 
Rendezvous revealed she 
was driving with a sus-
pended license and no 
insurance.

— Melissa Walsh
Report information 

about this and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Shores Public Safety, 
(313) 881-5500.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Disorderly 
complaint

Offi cers responded to a 
c o m p l a i n t  b y  a n 
employee in a medical 
offi ce in the 20800 block 
of Mack of an irate man 
yelling at her in the lobby.

The 53-year-old Woods 

man entered the office 
approximately 3 p.m. 
Friday, Nov. 30, confront-
ing the employee at the 
front desk alleging 
patients were illegally 
parking in front of his 
house in the 1800 block 
of Hollywood.

The man exited the 
offi ce after a patient in 
the waiting room and a 
handyman working in 
the offi ce asked him to 
leave. Meanwhile, the 
employee called 911.

Responding officers 
discovered a vehicle 
blocking the man’s drive-
way. The man told offi -
cers  that  pat ients 
regularly park blocking 
his driveway. He also 
said on two occasions he 
found medical supplies 
left in front of his house.

The officers advised 
the man to contact public 
safety for parking 
enforcement in the 
future and warned he 
would be arrested if he 
returned to the medical 
offi ce.

— Melissa Walsh
Report information 

about this and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Woods Public Safety, 
(313) 343-2400.
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inside the house, yelled 
for her to call 911.

Safely in a neighbor’s 
house, Cassidy called 
emergency services. Her 
father found his way out 
of the house and joined 
them soon after.

Telling her story to the 
Grosse Pointe News, 
Cassidy stressed the 
importance of establish-
ing a family fi re-response 
plan and running fire 
drills in the home.

According to the public 
safety report, several 
calls were reported of 
fl ames coming from the 
exterior rear of the 
house, beginning at 7:35 
a.m.

Woods public safety 
offi cers were the fi rst on 
the scene, followed by 
Woods Engine 5, which 
experienced a problem 
connecting the hydrant 
hose.

Harper Woods Engine 
1 arrived at 7:45 a.m., 
connected a hose to the 
nearest hydrant and 
began dousing fl ames on 
the rear of the house.

At 7:54 a.m., Farms 
Ladder 3 arrived, which 
firefighters climbed to 
cut vent holes in the roof.

By 8:21 a.m. the fire 
was under control. 
Firefi ghters cleared the 
scene at 9:15 a.m. 
Investigators took photo-
graphs, before the house 
was boarded at 9:30 a.m.

“(The house) is all 
boarded up and locked 
up right now,” Cassidy 
said. “There was enough 
damage that they’ll have 
to rebuild before we can 
get back in.”

She said a preliminary 
estimate by a fi re-dam-
age expert and advocate 

of those impacted by 
house fi res projected six 
to eight months for resto-
ration. However, the 
insurance company had 
not yet assessed the 
home at press time.

The family is hoping 
insurance coverage will 
enable them to rent a 
house in Grosse Pointe 
Woods during the resto-
ration.

“Everyone has been 
amazing. The commu-
nity, family, friends,” said 
the woman.

Cassidy’s stepsister 
launched a GoFundMe 
site the day of the fi re.

“I did not expect it to 
go as far as it has,” the 
stepsister told the Grosse 
Pointe News about 
response to the site, 
which raised more than 
$4,500 at press time. 
“The world we live in 
today, I did not expect the 
outpouring of love. It’s 
amazing, especially right 
before the holidays.”

Cassidy said Roy 
Bishop, principal of 
Mason Elementary 
School, arrived to check 
on the family within a 
half hour of the evacua-
tion. Later that morning 
he returned with clothing 
and shoes for her 6-year-
old.

“Not just any shoes, 
but light-up Avengers 
shoes,” she said, adding 
Bishop also gave them 
games and toys.

She said the pastor 
from Grosse Pointe 
U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t 
Church, where they 
attend regularly, also 
arrived that morning and 
mobilized the church 
community in assisting 
the family.

Cassidy said there have 
been many examples of 
residents reaching out to 
help them, including a 

Mason family who anon-
ymously paid their food 
bill after spotting them at 
a local restaurant.

Neighbors also assisted 
Cassidy’s father — the 
homeowner — who 
needed to return to run-
ning his business the day 
following the fi re.

The 6-year-old returned 
to school Thursday, Nov. 
29, and went to his Cub 
Scouts den meeting the 
same evening.

“I wanted to get him 
back into a routine as 
quickly as possible with 
his life being turned com-
pletely upside down,” 
Cassidy said.

Though the family is 
thankful for escaping the 
fi re, they grieve the loss 
of a pet — a cat that died 
of smoke inhalation.

“He was mine. … He 
was my first baby. He 
made me a mom,” 
Cassidy said, mourning 
the cat she rescued when 
she was 18 years old.

Despite the loss, 
Cassidy said she is grate-
ful for the safety her fam-
i ly  found in  the 
community.

“We are very friendly 
with all our neighbors. 
We are very close to them. 
I grew up in that house,” 
she said.

“I already felt so 
blessed in my life,” she 
added. “Then to have this 
happen and to see how 
many people have given, 
it just has been an out-
pouring. I’m speechless 
about how much support 
we’ve had. It’s just been 
phenomenal. I couldn’t 
be more blessed in how 
the boys and I have ended 
up and how kind every-
one has been.”

To help the family, visit 
gofundme.com/single-
mother-lost-all-in-house-
fi re.

FIRE:
Continued from page 1A
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The opinions expressed in letters and guest columns are not necessarily views shared by the Grosse Pointe News.

Enrollment: 
Delay bonds
To the Editor:

I am writing to express 
my concern over the 
Grosse Pointe Public 
School System adminis-
tration’s revelation on 
Nov. 26 that student 
enrollment has declined 
by 218 students. While it 
is no surprise that our 
enrollment is declining, 
that number is nearly 
double of what was antic-
ipated. 

I fi nd the timing of this 
announcement interest-
ing. The school board 
has advised that it fi rst 
learned of the informa-
tion on Nov. 20. However, 
we know that Oct. 3 was 
the offi cial “Count Day,” 
so wouldn’t the adminis-
tration have known 
around that time what 
the enrollment number 
was? And wouldn’t the 
administration have 
shared this information 
with the school board? 

Although the enroll-
ment isn’t certified ... 
until Nov. 14, the number 
should have been dis-
closed with a caveat that 
the number was prelimi-
nary pending certifica-
tion.  And if the school 

board really didn’t know 
about this until Nov. 20, 
then I fi nd that lack of 
communication between 
the administration and 
school board troubling as 
well. 

Declining enrollment 
was a central issue asso-
ciated with the bond pro-
posal and failure to 
provide this information 
to the voters prior to the 
election refl ects a serious 
lack of transparency on 
the part of the adminis-
tration. 

Many community 
members, including me, 
were opposed to this 
bond because the admin-
istration had no plan to 
address our declining 
enrollment. 

In light of the informa-
tion presented last night 
(Nov. 26), I would hope 
that the administration 
would delay selling any 
bonds until it has a com-
prehensive plan in place 
to deal with declining 
enrollment. 

WENDY SAIGH
Grosse Pointe Woods

Ethical 
transparency
To the Edtior:

Before its passage, the 

conservative position on 
the recent school bond 
proposal was that it was 
excessive and prema-
ture, especially relative 
to projected student 
enrollment declines. The 
non-interest-accruing 
sinking fund was pro-
moted as an alternative 
for critical and necessary 
facilities repairs until the 
full impact of the pro-
j ec ted  enro l lment 
declines could be deter-
mined.

Shortly after the com-
mencement of classes in 
early September, this 
year’s student enroll-
ment figures became a 
known commodity for 
the GPPSS’s administra-
tion. Although enroll-
ment numbers may vary 
slightly over ensuing 
months, they on average 
will change only mini-
mally over the school 
year. 

Due to the serious bud-
getary impact of a sharp 
enrollment decline, I 
believe any school sys-
tem’s superintendent 
would be remiss in not 
discussing the issue 
immediately with the 
board of education presi-
dent. The board presi-
dent, who develops and 
sets the monthly meeting 
agendas, would be the 
one to circulate the infor-
mation to the individual 
board members and 
schedule it for immediate 
discussion.

It would normally be 
considered a fi rst priority 
order of business as bud-
getary intervention is 
better served earlier in 
the school year than later.

It is now December 
and surprisingly it took 
until the Nov. 26 meeting 

of the board of education 
for the accurate enroll-
ment fi gures to be pre-
sented publicly. It comes 
not surprisingly three 
weeks after the adminis-
tration-backed $111 mil-
lion school bond proposal 
was approved and not 
surprisingly the fi gures 
reveal that the enroll-
ment declines are double 
the administration’s ini-
tial projections.

Accurate enrollment 
figures were obviously 
known by the adminis-
tration prior to the bond 
vote and possibly by 
some members of the 
board of education. 
Without question, the 
administration and 
potentially certain mem-
bers of the board with-
held or delayed release of 
information critical to the 
public’s ability to make 
an informed decision at 
the polls regarding the 
proposed bond. 

In my opinion, a delib-
erate lapse of clarity 
breaches the ethical 
transparency we as a 
community deserve and 
should expect from our 
publicly funded entities. 

Withholding or delay-
ing relevant information 
is akin to a lie, is counter-
productive to the fi nan-
cial well-being of the 
community as a whole 
and demonstrates the 
need for increased timeli-
ness in disclosure and 
unbiased professional-
ism by our representa-
tives.

JOHN W. STEININGER
GPPSS Board of 

Education Trustee 
2008-2011

GPPSS Board of 
Education President 

2010-2011
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LETTERS
The Grosse Pointe News welcomes your letters to
the editor. All letters should be typed, double-spaced 
and signed. Letters longer than 250 words may be
edited for length. All letters may be edited for
content. We reserve the right to refuse any letter. 
Include daytime phone number for verifi cation
or questions. The deadline for letters is 3 p.m. 
Monday. Letters to the editor may by emailed to
editor@grossepointenews.com.

O U R  V I E W
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nrollment is down 218 students this year — 
nearly twice the 110 expected. This appar-
ently came as a surprise to top school ad-
ministrators and board members. 

We’re not sure what to be more con-
cerned about: the unexpected drop in students or the 
fact the administration didn’t know about it long before 
the Nov. 26 meeting of the school board when it was 
announced.

To be fair, projections have been off by a factor of 100 
before. At the Sept. 22, 2008, board meeting, then dep-
uty superintendent Chris Fenton reported that enroll-
ment was 104 students lower than projected.

Fall “count day” this year was Oct. 3. The deadline to 
submit the numbers to Wayne RESA was Nov. 15. So 
the Grosse Pointe Public School System releasing its 
enrollment numbers in late November falls right within 
the published timeline.

However, as the letters to the editor in this week’s 
newspaper attest, some folks are incredulous — if not 
suspicious. Clearly, they believe, the administration 
knew the numbers as early as the beginning of October. 
Some say there should have been inklings after the fi rst 
day and weeks of school in September.

The truly cynical think the numbers were withheld 
until after the Nov. 6 election so as not to affect the $111 
million bond issue on the ballot. One wonders: Had the 
enrollment decline been less than expected, would 
those numbers have come out prior to the election?

Traditionally, when are enrollment numbers made 
public? Last year, on Oct. 9, 2017, Superintendent Gary 
Niehaus informally announced the enrollment num-
bers as part of his report to the school board. In 2016, 
the enrollment numbers were announced at the board’s 
Sept. 26 meeting. In 2015, enrollment fi gures were 
reported at the board’s Sept. 21 meeting. Clearly, this 
year’s numbers were tardy compared to past years.

Was it deliberate and would earlier release of the 
higher-than-expected loss of enrollment have impacted 
the bond vote? We suppose some voters may have been 
swayed to vote differently had they known the drop in 
students was twice as big as expected. Why pump mil-
lions of dollars into schools if they are going to have to 
be closed anyway?

The loss in enrollment also has huge budget implica-
tions. The school district loses $1 million in state funds 
for each 100-student drop in enrollment. That’s $1.08 
million on top of the already projected $1.1 million loss 
for 2018-19. Unfortunately, the $2.18 million loss may 
come out of the school district’s fund balance, which 
the current school board has struggled to get back up 
to 10 percent from the low of 2 percent in 2013 that 
impacted our bond rating.

The new enrollment numbers also trigger school clo-
sure discussions — within 30 days per recently adopted 
board policy. Consequently, board President Brian 
Summerfi eld expects the administration to present an 
outline of what needs to be done to reshape the district 
by the next regular board meeting, tentatively sched-
uled for Jan. 14.

Happy New Year.

Enrollment ...
by the numbers

This cartoon by Marshall Ramsey of the Jackson, Miss., Clarion Ledger, part of the USA Today Network, 
“went viral” after he posted it on Twitter. We are not surprised. What a wonderful tribute to the kind and 
humble 41st president of the United States, who died Nov. 30 at age 94. Ramsey drew a similar tribute to 
Barbara Bush in April. Visit @MarshallRamsey on Twitter.

Meet the STAFF A weekly column featuring the fine people working 
to bring you the Grosse Pointe News each week.

John Pigott
IT MANAGER, GRAPHIC DESIGNER

 ◆ Years at the paper:
Four
 ◆ Describe your position at the paper:

IT manager and graphic designer
 ◆ Do you have any hobbies:

Cooking/baking
 ◆ Tell our readers a bit about yourself:

I have worked in the Pointes since 2002. I have 
a wonderful, supportive wife and kids who keep 
me on my toes and are always making me laugh.

 ◆ Favorite thing about working at the Grosse 
Pointe News:

Fortunately, I get to work with terrific (and 
patient) people in every department of the paper. 
Technology can be both amazing and infuriating. 

I enjoy the challenge of making all the various 
softwares, services and devices work together in 
order to help us achieve our goals.
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Doing lunch with Willie Horton

T
erry and I had 
a once-in-a-
lifetime op-
portunity re-
cently to “do 

lunch” with one of our 
heroes, Willie Horton of 
the 1968 World 
Champion Detroit Tigers 
team.

The opportunity came 
about at last year ’s 
Detroit Historical Society 
Ball. The silent auction 
item Terry bid on was 
lunch with Mr. Horton, 
four tickets to the 1968 
50-year reunion game in 
September and auto-
graphed memorabilia.

We were, naturally, 
shocked and delighted 
when Terry’s bid won.

It took a while to 
schedule lunch with Mr. 
Horton at his favorite 
restaurant, Andiamo’s, 
near his home in 
Bloomfi eld Hills. 

The baseball great had 
been in the hospital dur-
ing the summer for vari-
ous procedures, but on 
the day of our lunch last 
month, he was in fine 
health and talkative.

The first thing we 
learned was that Mr. 
Horton had always 
wanted to be a fi reman 
and he carried the desire 
throughout his entire 
career — much to the 
consternation of then 
general manager Jim 
Campbell.

Being a fireman was 
always more important 

to Mr. Horton than “play-
ing a kids’ game.”

We also were informed 
that Bob Gibson — the 
fearsome, strong-armed 
St. Louis Cardinals 
pitcher the Tigers faced 
in the 1968 World Series 
— was not the toughest 
pitcher he ever faced. 

In fact, Mr. Gibson did 
not even make the top of 
his list. The toughest 
pitcher he faced, accord-
ing to Mr. Horton, was 
Luis Tiant with the 
Cleveland Indians.

Favorite manager? 
That honor goes to 
Charlie Dressen, man-
ager during Mr. Horton’s 
rookie years (1963-66) 
and Billy Martin.

When it came to nam-
ing his favorite team-
mates from 1968, Mr. 
Horton paused. They 
were all favorites in 

some way, but Mickey 
Stanley got the nod for 
teaching Mr. Horton how 
to play the outfi eld.

Mr. Horton is the 
youngest of 21 children. 
As a youth, he hit a home 
run at Briggs Stadium 
when he was 16 during 
an all-city high school 
game. After winning a 
city championship with 
Detroit Northwestern 
High School in 1959, he 
signed with the Tigers in 
1961, playing in the 
Tigers’ farm system.

He recalls his first 
Spring Training trip to 
Lakeland, Fla.  He 
recalled a taxi driver 
refused to drive him 
from the train station in 
downtown Lakeland to 
Henley Field. However, 
Mr. Horton recalls it as 
the “best walk” he ever 
had. 

The Detroit Tigers 
would later move Spring 
Training to Joker 
Marchant Stadium, 
“Tiger Town,” in 1966. 
The bonds he formed 
with players at Tiger 
Town lasted all his career 
and to this day.

One of Mr. Horton’s 
fondest memories is of 
rooming with Frank 
Howard. Mr. Horton 
recalls on the fi rst morn-
ing on the road, Mr. 
Howard called room ser-
vice for a breakfast big 
enough for two. This is 
great, he thought, he’s 
treating me to breakfast. 
But as the 6-foot-7 slug-
ger fi nished the order, he 
turned to his roommate 
and said, “Do you want 
anything?” 

Mr. Horton is still on 
the Detroit Tigers’ pay-
roll, serving as special 

assistant to GM Al Avila, 
along with former ’68 
teammate, Al Kaline.

Mr. Horton is the fi rst 
to show each year at 
Spring Training. In fact, 
his winter home in 
Davenport outside of 
Orlando is just minutes 
away f rom Joker 
Marchant Stadium at 
Publix Field.

At age 76, Mr. Horton 
is not sitting the bench. 
In 2000 he and his wife, 
Gloria, created The 
Willie Horton Foundation 
— the 360 Organization, 
today — to support youth 
through the combination 
of sports, schools, 
churches and business. 
Their motto is “Many 
Hands Light Work.”

Thank you, Mr. Horton 
for a great visit and look-
ing forward to seeing 
you at Spring Training!

YESTERDAY’S HEADLINES
added to his criminal 
resume by breaking into 
cars parked overnight in 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

The 19-year-old Detroit 
resident is believed to be 
responsible for more 
than 25 break-ins of vehi-
cles in the last week. He 
stated the cars he broke 
into were unlocked.

MAN ROBBED IN 
GARAGE: A 74-year-old 
Shores resident was 
robbed of an $18,000 
Rolex Presidential watch 
in his driveway in the 900 
block of Lakeshore.

The resident arrived 

home from what he said 
was a jewelry party at a 
j e w e l r y  s t o r e  i n 
Southfield. When he 
exited his vehicle inside 
his garage, he encoun-
tered a lone male stand-
ing at the entrance 
pointing a gun at him 
demanding the man’s 
watch.

Obituaries: Jimmy F. 
Bloink Jr., Howard Smith 
Buhl, William W. Hayduk, 
Barbara Anne Jackson, 
Helen F. Rice, Matthew 
Berrien Smith, Helen 
Cassidy Stevens

— Karen Fontanive

OP ED7A

32 Lake Shore Dr.
Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236
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FILM SCHEDULE

For film and event showtimes, please visit thepatriottheater.org

AMAHL AND THE NIGHT VISITORS
Michigan Opera Theatre presents one of the most popular family holiday classics of all time, live at The War Memorial. 

This timeless production tells the story of a miraculous encounter between Amahl, a boy with a lame leg, and the Three Kings. 
Menotti’s opera presents an inspiring message of how faith, charity, and love can work miracles. 

This live, fully staged performance will be held in The Patriot Theater, and is sung in English with a chamber orchestra.

MATINEE 

2:00 PM  
EVENING 

6:30 PM

An opera in one 
act with music 
and libretto by 
Gian Carlo Menotti

Presented through 
the generous support 
of the The John A. 
and Marlene L. Boll 

PERFOMANCE
PRICING

ADULTS
$30

CHILDREN 
(12 AND UNDER)

$15

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9

1943
75 years ago this week

P O S T  O F F I C E 
ASSURED: The Grosse 
Pointes’ long battle to 
obtain a post office of 
their own has ended in 
victory.

The U.S. Post Office 
department has autho-
rized the establishment 
of a branch in Grosse 
Pointe.

FISHER ROAD LIES 
W H O L LY  W I T H I N 
FARMS: The proposed 
widening of  Fisher 
Road was raised at the 
Farms council meeting 
Monday night.

The post-war project 
contemplates the wid-
ening of Fisher Road 
f rom Kercheval  to 
Mack by about seven 
feet. This would be 
obtained by taking 
approximately two feet 
from the easterly or 
Farms side of the street 
and about five feet 
from the curb on the 
westerly or city side of 
the street.

The Farms it seems, 
according to the origi-
nal lines laid down by 
the developers of the 
C i t y  a n d  Fa r m s , 
includes all of Fisher 
road and the side-
walks, up to the prop-
erty line of the City 
residents.

Obituaries: Clarence 
A. Campbell

1968
50 years ago this week

SCHOOL SAFETY 
PLAN ADOPTED: At its 
Monday meeting, the 
Farms council appeared 
reluctant to the pro-
posed hiring of an adult 
school crossing guard 
for  the  Kercheval 
Moross intersection, as 
requested by a number 
of concerned parents of 
Kerby School pupils. A 
compromise was arrived 
at, which seemed to 
appease the parents, at 
least for the present.

The council autho-
rized the installation of 
a traffi c signal light at 
the intersection of 
Moross and Beaupre; 
the installation of a solid 
metal railing, instead of 
a chain type, between 
the sidewalk and street 
in front of St. Paul 
Cemetery and a desig-
nated route to school, 
which Kerby School stu-
dents should follow. The 
reforms will be evalu-
ated after three months.

PARENTS OBLIVI-
OUS TO DAUGHTER’S 
POT PARTY: City police 
took a forward step Nov. 
30 in the prevention of 
drug and marijuana 
usage by local teenagers 
when they conducted a 
raid on a St. Paul resi-
dence.

Acting on information 
received from a reliable 

source, City police 
obtained a search war-
rant and presented it to 
parents of a 17-year-old 
girl, who was celebrat-
ing her birthday with 
friends.

When police arrived at 
11:25 p.m., 16 teenagers, 
three juveniles and 13 
minors were present. 
Police indicated when 
the party was at its peak, 
as many as 50 teenagers 
were present.

The girl’s parents, 
who were at home, 
denied any knowledge 
of the presence of mari-
juana or narcotics on the 
premises.

Obituaries: Marion 
B l a n c h e  A r c h b e l l , 
Donald F. Farnsworth, 
Frederick J. Gill, Amelia 
M c C a r t h y,  D a n i e l 
Morrill, William Peck, 
Grace H. Raffl e, Dr. Paul 
B. Rickard, Ella Ricketts, 
Henry M. Stein

1993
25 years ago this week

SCHOOLS DISCUSS 
SUMMER TAX BILL-
ING: Calling the pro-
posal a “hidden tax 
increase,” a citizens 
group vocally opposed 
the Grosse Pointe school 
board’s consideration of 
switching from a winter 
to a summer tax collec-
tion.

As a means of avoid-
ing cash fl ow problems 

next year, the superin-
tendent recommended 
to the board that the tax 
collection come in July 
rather than December.

MOVIE MOLESTER 
S T R I K E S  A G A I N : 
Grosse Pointe Woods 
police were summoned 
to the Woods Theater 
when a woman reported 
a suspicious patron who 
had been bothering 
women the last time he 
was in the theater had 
returned.

The man wanders 
from movie to movie 
looking for women sit-
ting alone. He then sits 
next to them and 
attempts to touch their 
thighs. When he is 
caught, he runs out of 
the theater.

These incidents are 
unrelated to reports 
made in late fall con-
cerning a man with a 
hair fetish preying upon 
female moviegoers at 
the Woods Theater.

Obituaries: Berenice 
Elizabeth Asher, John L. 
Drummy, Katharine S. 
Jerome, William Arthur 
Kreiger Jr., John S. 
Leonard  I I ,  Mary 
Margaret Peeler

2008
10 years ago this week

ARREST MADE IN 
CAR LARCENIES: A 
high school dropout with 
a burglary record has 

Are you sitting on a fortune?  
High premiums being paid now  
for Natural Fancy Blue Diamonds –  
into the millions. Premiums also paid for:

What’s in Your  
Safe Deposit Box?

No Appointment Necessary –  
Just come in and leave with cash!
In home and office  
appointments available

Hours: M – F; 10:00 am to 5:00 pm

 
and Blue Natural  
Color Diamonds

 
Webb and more

 

 

 

 
and Hollowware.

Get Immediate Payment
Easy, Safe, Secure and Confidential

 

(313) 884-4800 or (800) 475-8898

info@josephdumouchelle.com 
josephdumouchelle.com

120618
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Ready, set, make!
This was the title of the 

session Nick Provenzano 
presented at a confer-
ence in Iceland in early 
N o v e m b e r .  T h e 
University Liggett School 
Makerspace director 
spent six days exploring 
the country and culture, 
visiting schools and 
attending Utís, an annual 
education conference.

Provenzano was invited 
to the conference last 
January while attending 
an educational technol-
ogy exhibition in London, 
England, known as the 
BETT Conference. While 
showcasing the work ULS 
teachers have done with 
coding and design, he met 
an educator from Iceland, 
who invited him to be one 
of only 126 educators 
selected to participate in 
the Icelandic conference 
from all over the world.

Provenzano also was 
one of the speakers, pre-
senting on ULS students’ 
work in the Knight’s 
Forge Innovation Lab to 
show teachers from other 
countries how they can 
bring design and making 
into their own class-
rooms.

In addition, he con-
ducted a workshop intro-
ducing teachers to 
block-based coding fea-
turing projects created 
by ULS sixth-graders, 
focusing on project- 
based learning and mak-
erspaces to support 
literacy — the focus of 
the conference.

Provenzano’s four ses-
sions were packed, he 
said, with more than 30 
participants at each. He 
also spent time talking 
with teachers individually.

“It was exciting and it 
was really cool to share 
what I’ve been doing 
here at Liggett,” he said. 
“They had lots of great 
questions about how we 
do things here. I had to 
stress we are not a public 
school. … We are very 
lucky to be an indepen-
dent school and do the 
things we do.”

Before the conference, 
Provenzano had an 
opportunity to visit 
Iceland’s oldest and larg-
est school in the capital 
city of Reykjavik.

“The largest school in 
Iceland is going to have a 
new record next year of 
just over 700 (students),” 
he said. “That defi nitely 
puts it into perspective 
when I said I used to 

teach at a high school 
that had 1,700 kids — 
and just four grades.” 
Before joining ULS’s fac-
ulty last year, Provenzano 
taught at Grosse Pointe 
South High School.

The approach to edu-
cation in Iceland — and 
the school culture in gen-
eral — struck Provenzano 
as “profoundly different” 
from the educational sys-
tem in the United States.

“How they view educa-
tion, how they prepare 
for it and how they 
engage in it is so very dif-
ferent from how we do 
it,” he said.

For example, at the 
school he visited, every 
student from first- 
through eighth-grade 
takes woodshop as part 
of their daily schedule. 
They also have cooking 
and textile classes, with 
both boys and girls learn-
ing to knit and crochet.

“These elements used 

to be a mainstay in 
American education and 
disappeared about 20 
years ago,” Provenzano 
said. “But there it is gen-
der neutral. Everyone 
t a k e s  w o o d s h o p . 
Everyone takes cooking. 
… Those are skills they 
feel everyone in Iceland 
should have.”

While Provenzano 
described the woodshop 
as amazing — “I was in 
heaven,” he said — he 
acknowledged these 
types of activities would 
never occur in the United 
States due to fear of lia-
bility.

“The idea of fi rst-grad-
ers using saws would ter-
rify parents here,” he 
said.

The schools also were 
more casual than tradi-
tional American schools, 
he said. Everyone takes 
their shoes off before 
entering the school, wear-
ing slippers and socks.

“You do not wear your 
outdoor shoes in the 
school,” Provenzano 
said. “Every outdoor hall-
way has shoe racks.”

Moreover, students 
refer to teachers by their 
fi rst names and everyone 
dresses casually. Even 

the principal was in 
T-shirt and jeans.

“The idea of who we 
are is not how we dress,” 
Provenzano said. “The 
respect we have is the 
respect we give our stu-
dents and it is returned.

“It was very casual and 
slower,” he added. “More 
relaxed. There’s a hustle 
and bustle to American 
public education that just 
isn’t there.”

A major difference for 
teachers was the amount 
of preparation time they 
are given. For every 40 

By Mary Anne Brush
Staff Writer

Liggett makerspace director brings innovation to Iceland

School: Grosse Pointe 
Academy
Years at GPA: 5
Grade/Subject: Grade 1
Nominated by: Jennifer 
Kendall, assistant head of 
school for early and lower 
school education
Assistant head’s 
quote:

“Lindsey Baratta’s 
classroom is the defi ni-
tion of a perfect first-
grade room. Lindsey has 
a natural talent for the 
teaching of reading and 
nurtures and challenges 
each of her students to 
reach their potential. She 
is a team player and a 
leader among the faculty. 
As a valuable member of 
o u r  P r o f e s s i o n a l 
Development Committee, 
Lindsey is always looking 
for ways to support her 
colleagues both in and 
out of the classroom.”
What do you enjoy 
most about teaching?

The kids … of course! 
That may sound obvious 
and a bit cliche, but 
working with kids is truly 
my passion. Their energy, 
smiles, curiosity and 
daily hugs are just a few 
of the reasons why I love 
teaching. Being an edu-
cator is such a meaning-

ful, rewarding career and 
I honestly couldn’t see 
myself doing anything 
else. Every year it’s my 
goal to make sure my stu-
dents are happy and 
excited to come to school 
each day. I make learning 
fun and exciting for my 
students, and my class-
room is full of laughter.
Describe a teaching 
accomplishment 
you’re proud of or a 
“teachable moment” 
you experienced.

Year after year my 
greatest teaching accom-
plishment is always the 
relationships and bonds I 
form with my students. I 
create a classroom com-
munity that is accepting, 
warm and nurturing. 
When my students feel 
comfortable, respected 
and safe in their learning 
space, they can strive to 
be the best versions of 
themselves. I always take 
the time to get to know 
my students on a personal 
level to help build a con-
nection. My students 
know how important they 
are to me and how much I 
care about them. I believe 
that positive relationships 
and trust are needed in 
order for students to per-

form at their very best and 
to become successful.
Please share a book or 
person that has 
inspired you or your 
teaching.

I have always wanted to 
be a teacher from as far 
back as I can remember. 
Growing up I had some 
amazing teachers in my 
life who believed in me, 
cared for me and made 
learning fun, which in turn 
inspired me to become a 
teacher. It’s such a reward-
ing feeling knowing that 
now I’m the person mak-
ing a difference.
Favorite quote:

“They may forget what 
you said, but they will not 
forget how you made 
them feel.”

— Carl W. Buehner

Lindsey Baratta

COURTESY PHOTO

Teacher of
THE WEEK

COURTESY PHOTOS

Above, Nick Provenzano was able to engage with students during his visit to Iceland. Here he joins in with students in art class to 
build a rabbit out of clay to be part of a teacup holder. Right, Provenzano talks with teachers about makerspace and coding.

Spotting Icelandic horses grazing along the roadside, Provenzano stopped to 
take a selfi e. These “very special and rare” horses are the only breed in the 
world with fi ve types of gaits rather than four, he said.

See ICELAND, page 11A
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MORE THAN EXPECTED...
STRONGER IN EVERY WAY
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OPENOPEN
5:00 AM5:00 AM
7:00 AM7:00 AM

ONON
WEEKENDSWEEKENDS

ONLY $39ONLY $39
PER MONTHPER MONTH
NO START-UP FEENO START-UP FEE

CLASSES INCLUDEDCLASSES INCLUDED
SPECIAL RATESSPECIAL RATES

FOR STUDENTS /FOR STUDENTS /
FAMILY ADD’S FAMILY ADD’S 

(313) 417-9666(313) 417-9666
19556 HARPER • BETWEEN MOROSS & VERNIER19556 HARPER • BETWEEN MOROSS & VERNIER

WWW.POINTEFITNESSANDTRAINING.COMWWW.POINTEFITNESSANDTRAINING.COM
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A Neighborhood Tradition Since 1970
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Grosse Pointe South 
High School graduate 
Dexter Mason, Class of 
2009, has found the per-
fect job to combine his 
love of sports with pas-
sion for public service.

Mason is a regional 
director of events and 
programming at the Ross 
Initiative in Sports for 
Equality, known as RISE. 
Founded by Miami 
Dolphins owner Steven 
Ross, the nonprofi t uses 
the unifying power of 
sports to improve race 
relations and drive social 
progress, Mason said. 
RISE has two locations. 
Headquarters are in New 
York and Mason works in 
the midwest office on 
Michigan Avenue in 
Detroit’s Corktown area.

Passionate about using 
sports as a catalyst in 
improving race relations, 
diplomacy and mentor-
ship, Mason said he is 
happy to have the oppor-
tunity to use his experi-
ences and skill set to 
promote and increase 
diversity within profes-
sional sports organiza-
tions, collegiate athletic 
departments and corpo-
rate America.

This journey began at 
the  Univers i ty  o f 
Michigan, where Mason 
graduated in 2013 with a 
Bachelor of arts degree 
in sports management. 
He went on to earn a 
Master of Professional 
Studies  in  Sports 
Industry Management 
degree from Georgetown 
University in 2014.

During his time as an 
undergraduate, Mason 
served four years as a 
student manager for the 
men’s basketball pro-
gram. His senior year, the 
team made it to the 
NCAA Final Four, losing 
to Louisville in the 
national championship.

For two years Mason 
was president of a stu-
dent organization called 
the Sports Business 
Association. Its purpose 
was to help members 
gain exposure to profes-
sional development in 
the sports business 
world. Mason helped 
bring in speakers, host 
panel discussions and 
plan events for teams to 
talk to students about 
internships and opportu-
nities to get exposed to 
the sports business 
industry.

Mason said one of his 
greatest sources of pride 
was his ability to bring dif-
ferent circles of friends 
together through his 
involvement with these 
different groups, including 
Kappa Alpha Psi, a histori-
cally black fraternity.

“I was very fortunate to 
have a diverse experience 
at Michigan, with differ-
ent circles of friends,” 
Mason said. Through this 
involvement with minor-
ity groups and sports 
teams — and his perspec-
tive growing up in Grosse 
Pointe, “which is growing 
in terms of the racial 
demographics, but during 
that time was not that 
racially diverse” — Mason 
said he “was able to bridge 
gaps and become friends 
with people from different 
sectors on campus.”

A favorite memory was 
a group of friends from 
different social groups 
having lunch together.

“That was one of my 
bigger moments in col-
lege,” he said. “I was able 
to facilitate those intro-
ductions — people from 
different backgrounds 
became lifelong friends. 
That is something I take 
great pride in.”

His senior year, Mason 
received U of M’s Chapter 
of NAACP Outstanding 
Male Leadership award. 
This further sparked his 
interest in fi nding a way 
to combine his love of 
sports with politics and 
public service.

“I didn’t know how 
they intersected,” he 
said. “If there isn’t (an 
intersection), how could 
I create it? I took a leap of 
faith and applied to 
Georgetown University 
for a master’s in sports 
management.”

Because classes were 
held in the evenings, he 
was able to intern during 
the day, gaining in politi-
cal and government ser-
vice experience. One of 
his internships was with 
Congressman Gary 
Peters, who was running 
for U.S. Senate. The 

internship took place fall 
2013, coinciding with a 
government shutdown. 
As an unpaid intern, 
Mason went to work 
every day.

“There were jokes that 
interns were running 
Capitol Hill while the 
government was shut 
down,” he said.

Other internships were 
in the Office of the 
Commissioner at Major 
League Baseball, at the 
NCAA government rela-
tions offi ce and, during 
his last semester, in the 
White House in the Offi ce 
of Public Engagement 
during President Barack 
Obama’s administration. 
Mason worked on the 
private sector engage-
ment team. The team’s 
role was to promote the 
government’s agenda — 
higher wages, decreasing 
the gender pay gap, 
expanding paid leave — 
any time the president or 
an offi cial in the adminis-
tration interacted with 
private businesses, from 
large companies to small 
businesses.

Mason graduated in 
December 2014 — the 
same time Peters was 
elected to the U.S. 
Senate. An opportunity 
arose for him to work as 
Peters’ staff assistant. 
Mason remained in this 
position for about 10 
months until he got an 
offer to return to the 
White House as a staff 
assistant in the opera-
tions department. His 
role was to help plan, 
execute and manage 
meetings on the com-
plex, from state arrivals, 
such as Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau’s 
visit, to the Easter Egg 
Roll.

In addition to his work 
in the White House, 
Mason volunteered as a 
m e n t o r  f o r  t h e 

Washington Nationals 
Youth Baseball Academy, 
a state-of-the-art site 
using baseball and soft-
ball as vehicles to 
improve opportunities 
for underserved youth 
t h r o u g h  a c a d e m i c 
achievement and positive 
character development.

“It was a safe space for 
students to go after 
school located near a 
neighborhood middle 
and elementary school,” 
Mason said. “Business 
professionals including 
myself came at least once 
a week to help students 
with their work and do 
leadership training as 
well.”

Mason happened to be 
onsite when President 
Obama and Steph Curry, 
a guard for the Golden 
State Warriors, arrived to 
film a public service 
announcement for My 
Brother’s Keeper, a pub-
lic-private partnership 
Obama initiated to pro-
mote intervention by 
civic leaders in the lives 
of young men of color.

The Warriors had just 
won the NBA National 
Championship, Mason 
said, and were using the 
power of sports to pro-
mote the mentorship ini-
tiative — both integral to 
Mason’s own interests 
and pursuits.

Mason had no idea the 
president or Curry were 
arriving for fi lming that 
day, or that he himself, 
shown briefly playing 
Connect 4 with his men-
tee, would be part of the 
video.

“I happened to be in 
the right place at the 
right time,” he said.

In 2016, with a change 
of administration on the 
horizon, Mason knew his 
days at the White House 
were numbered.

“I was a political 
appointee of Obama so 
my chances of staying 
were slim,” he said. “I 
loved politics and I love 
public service. I missed 
working in sports. Once 

again I tried to fi nd that 
intersection using sports 
for good.”

He accepted the job at 
RISE, where he found “a 
perfect intersection.”

“We partner with every 
single sports league and 
major broadcast network 
through this initiative,” 
he said. “We work with 
professional teams, 
leagues and athletes for 
this work and amplifying 

the messaging, working 
with various communi-
ties throughout the 
United States.

“It’s really interesting 
what’s going on in our 
society and current 
events because you see 
the intersection of sports 
and politics very ampli-
fi ed now,” he added. “You 
see athletes speaking 
out. LeBron (James) 
started a school. You see 
a president criticizing 
athletes. It’s interesting 
to see the intersection of 
polarizing topics in our 
country and athletes 
using their platform to 
change communities.”

After more than two 
and a half years, Mason, 

who lives 
in Detroit, 
said he has 
“found a 
really good 
home” and 
hopes to 
s t a y .
Moreover, 
he is able to 
c o n t i n u e 
his volun-

teer work as a business 
professional mentor for 
the FATE Program, a 
four-year, cohort-based 
program for high school 
students in northwest 
Detroit.

“I love the job I’m 
doing, the city I live in,” 
he said. “I defi nitely still 
have friends in Grosse 
Pointe. I still enjoy driv-
ing the 15 minutes to get 
there.”

By Mary Anne Brush
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE ALUMNI: WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

This article is part of a series featuring alumni of Grosse Pointe high schools who have gone on to pursue careers in a variety of fi elds out of state or in Michigan.

South alumnus 
combines love of 
sports with 
diplomacy and 
mentorship

COURTESY PHOTO

Dexter Mason graduated from Grosse Pointe South 
High School in 2009.

Throughout his career in public service and nonprofi t work, Mason has made 
time to volunteer as a mentor to underserved youth. He is pictured here playing 
Connect 4 with a mentee at the Washington Nationals Youth Baseball Academy.

Using sports for good

‘I was very fortunate to have 
a diverse experience at 
Michigan, with different 
circles of friends.’
MASON DEXTER
Grosse Pointe South, Class of 2009
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itself is acting as the poll-
ing place — which also, as 
it happens, is exactly the 
place where that school’s 
parents are likely to vote 
(precincts and schools 
being location oriented).”

Redmond said she 
received Boll’s complaint 
and forwarded it to the 
state of Michigan for 
review, adding responsi-
bility for inspecting the 
polling site when opening 
the location in the morn-
ing and conducting ran-
d o m  i n s p e c t i o n s 
throughout the day lay 
with the local clerk and 
inspectors, not the school 
district. 

According to an email 
f r o m  D e p u t y 
Superintendent for 
Business and Operations 
Lisa Abbey, the signs in 
question were “the same 
signs, in the same places, 
as they had been on the 
evening of Nov. 5. In fact, 
we believe they were the 
same signs in the same 
places as they had been 
since the school open 
houses in September, 
when the signs were put 
up.” She included a list of 
September open house 
dates for each school.

A statement from dis-
trict attorney Mark 
McInerney confi rmed the 
“postings in question” 
were on display since 
September. Moreover, he 
claimed they were infor-
mational in nature  and 
“did not advocate voting 
for or against the bond.

“It honestly did not 
occur to anyone from 
GPPSS, or to any of the 
election workers from the 
various cities, that the 
presence of these post-
ings was a problem until 
complaints were made, at 
which point the postings 
were promptly removed,” 
McInerney’s statement 
continued.

According to Abbey, the 
14 school buildings used 
as polling places were 
turned over to city clerks 
and election workers 
after staff opened them at 
6 a.m. on election day. All 
district staff members 
attended professional 

development at Grosse 
Pointe North High 
School, which was not a 
polling site.

“To our knowledge, the 
only GPPSS employees in 
the buildings on Nov. 6 
were those who opened 
the building for poll work-
ers, or who responded to 
requests from the city 
clerks for assistance 
removing signs when 
directed, or who came in 
after 2:30 p.m. for second 
shift,” Abbey wrote. 
“Those scheduled to work 
the second shift are our 
custodial staff.”

Pr incipal  Rodger 
Hunwick confi rmed there 
were four posters dis-
played at Brownell 
Middle School since 
September — one in both 
vestibules, one in the 
multipurpose room and 
one in the rear of the 
school. Since there had 
been no instruction prior 
to the election to take 
down any of the materi-
als, they remained in the 
same locations when he 
left school Monday. 
Tuesday morning, while 
attending professional 
development day at 
North, he heard there 
were complaints. He said 
building engineer Kevin 
Cole returned immedi-
ately to Brownell to assist 
with removing the mate-
rials. By the time Hunwick 
arrived to help, they all 
had been taken down.

When Stefany Segesta, 
election volunteer at the 
Brownel l  prec inct , 
arrived at 5:45 a.m. 
Tuesday morning, how-
ever, she said there were 
no signs up.

“We parked in the back 
parking lot. I would have 
walked by any of the 
signs that were later 
pointed out to us,” 
Segesta said.

Adding she is “usually 
pretty observant,” she 
said she didn’t see any in 
the entranceway to the 
gym either. These were 
later pointed out to her by 
“a lady (who) came into 
the gym and wanted to 
speak to someone in 
charge.”

According to Boll’s 
complaint, “Ms. Segesta 
inspected and seemed 
surprised and upset to 

learn that a school bond 
poster on an easel was 
displayed inside the 
school down the hall (out-
side the Gym 2-C door) 
from her polling place. … 
She said no such materi-
als were present when 
she arrived this morn-
ing.”

Denver Higley, an elec-
tion offi cial at Monteith 
Elementary School, also 
responded in an email, 
“The easel display in the 
hallway was not there 
when we opened the polls 
for election. I remember 
the orange squares on the 
doors at the start of the 
election, but I did not 
know their meaning until 
the orange notice was 
found later that morning.

“The postings were 
immediately removed 
when discovered,” he 
added. He took photos of 
what was displayed in the 
halls “after the polls 
opened.”

“If (the posters) were 
not there as these election 
officials say, somehow 
these schools were com-
plicit in allowing some-
body access to these 
posters and to the stands 
and easels, which were 
their equipment,” Boll 
said. “These offi cials do 
their job. How would they 
miss it? They’re setting 
up at 6 a.m. There’s a rou-
tine. They’re coached.”

L i k e  H u n w i c k , 
Montei th Principal 
Shelleyann Keelean con-
firmed the presence of 
the signs prior to the elec-
tion. There hadn’t been 
any instructions to take 
them down.

“No one thought about 
it because it was just fac-
tual information,” she 
said.

As soon as the city clerk 
notifi ed Keelean of a com-
plaint at about 9:45 a.m., 
building engineer John 
Stahl left the professional 
development session he 
was attending to help poll 
workers remove any post-
ings. The sign was already 
put away in the offi ce by 
the time he returned, she 
said.

“The city clerk took 
down everything in sight 
and John went back and 
checked the classrooms 
that were all locked,” 
Keelean said. He removed 
any orange stickers inside 

the classrooms “just in 
case,” she added.

The other building prin-
cipals responded via 
email to an inquiry 
whether posters were on 
display at their respective 
schools when they left the 
day before the election 
and where they were 
located.

◆ Grosse Pointe South 
High School Principal 
Moussa Hamka wrote, 
“The signage on the walls 
and the orange stickers 
were up from the begin-
ning of the year. The 
poster boards on easels 
have been placed at our 
doors, outside the audito-
rium and in other loca-
tions throughout the year 
based on events taking 
place in the building.”

◆ Parcells Middle 
School Principal Dan 
Harley said posters were 
on a bulletin board on 
wheels and placed by the 
gym entrance along with 

an explanation of what 
the orange stickers 
meant. “It had been in 
that location since the 
fi rst week of school,” he 
wrote. “The poster was 
damaged on Oct. 29, and 
removed. The orange 
squares and posters 
remained up.”

◆ Pierce Middle School 
Principal Sara Dirkse 
confirmed posters were 
on display when she left. 
They were located in the 
main entrance off 
Kercheval in the vestibule 
on a music stand, in the 
offi ce and by the library 
entrance.

◆ Defer Elementary 
School Principal Lisa 
Rheaume wrote the post-
ers, located in the hallway 
on the second fl oor, were 
on display when she left 
the building on Monday.

◆ Ferry Elementary 
School Principal Gloria 
Hinz responded she 
remembered seeing the 
bond posters when she 
left the building Monday 
displayed on music 
stands on either side of 
the entrance inside the 
building and near the 
doors where voters 
entered the building.

◆ Kerby Elementary 
School Principal Brian 
Francis wrote a poster 
was hanging in the Kerby 
office on the cabinetry. 
There were no posters by 

any entrances.
◆  Principal Ryan 

Francis responded the 
posters on display since 
Ma i re  E lementary 
School’s back to school 
night Sept. 11, were pres-
ent when he left Monday. 
Two large posters, each 
on an easel, were in the 
front entrance off the 
parking lot.

◆ Principal Roy Bishop 
confirmed the presence 
of a poster at Mason 
Elementary School’s 
entrance when he left 
Monday.

◆ Poupard Elementary 
School Principal Hussain 
Ali confirmed a poster 
was on display when he 
left Monday. It was 
located on the wall in the 
hallway by the entrance.

◆ Richard Elementary 
School Principal John 
Kernan replied, “Boards 
were put up when they 
were received. They were 
placed down the hall from 
our receiving door 
entrance as that is the one 
nearest our parking lot. 
They may have been 
moved for events such as 
our spirit wear sale or 
open house, but they have 
been up since we were 
given them. I did not 
report to Richard on the 
Tuesday of voting day 
and cannot be sure if they 
were up when I left 
Monday night. I can say 
that they were in the 
office on Wednesday 
morning when I returned 
to work.”

◆ Trombly Elementary 
School Principal Walter 
F i tzpat r i ck  wrote , 
“Trombly’s 2x3 boards 
were put on display when 
we received our tripods, 
which was around Aug. 
28. We had the signs sta-
tioned near our two front 
entrances, on the wall by 
the receiving room door 
and near our parking lot 
door. We may have moved 
some because they were 
knocked down or in the 
way of something we 
were doing. When I left 
Monday evening, the 
signs were up just like 
they had been since the 
beginning of school. I did 
not report to Trombly 
election day morning so I 
didn’t touch the signs. 
When I came back on 
Wednesday, the signs 
were down. I am unaware 
of when and by whom 
they were moved.”

◆ Supervisor of Student 
Services Sue Lucchese 
wrote, “The posters at 
Barnes (Early Childhood 
Center) were on display 
in the lobby area and on 
the media rack by our 
sensory motor room since 
we received them. I 
believe they were both on 
display at the end of the 
day on Monday.”

Jane Blahut, Grosse 

Pointe Park city clerk, 
acknowledged  she 
received complaints 
about materials inside 
polling places.

“Basically Ms. Boll was 
policing the schools in 
opposition to the millage 
proposal,” she wrote in an 
email. “As we saw them in 
the schools, we removed 
them each time.”

She also confi rmed she 
spent a lot of the day 
removing signs posted 
illegally by campaign vol-
unteers.

“They’re not supposed 
to have any campaign lit-
erature on any city prop-
erty and it has to be 100 
feet from the polling 
place door,” she said. “So 
if we (saw) signs that 
were posted in the grass, 
we took them down. ‘Yes’ 
(bond), ‘no’ (bond), even 
a person running for 
office, we took them 
down. They’re allowed to 
stand on the sidewalk and 
hold their signs. They 
can’t (post) their signs 
and walk away.”

Dan Roeske, co-chair-
man of the Bond Yes com-
mittee, said the only 
violation he observed on 
Election Day was the ille-
gal placement of “Not 
This Bond” signs at the 
Defer and Pierce polling 
sites.

“‘No’ signs were 
planted in the ground on 
both school and public 
property,” he said. “I 
observed the Park city 
manager remove those 
items.”

Lisa Hathaway, city 
clerk for Grosse Pointe 
Woods, received com-
plaints at two of her pre-
c i n c t s ,  i n c l u d i n g 
Monteith.

“Although election 
inspectors are trained to 
perform regular rounds 
thoughout Election Day 
checking the parking 
lots, hallways and voting 
booths for campaign 
materials, I then asked 
staff to call all six of 
Grosse Pointe Woods pre-
cinct chairs and asked 
them to look for, and 
remove, posted literature, 
which was completed,” 
Hathaway wrote in an 
email. “Lisa Abbey called 
me and explained it was 
factual information 
regarding the school’s 
millage and had been 
posted in some places for 
months. I informed her 
that even though it was 
factual information 
regarding the millage, it 
was considered cam-
paign material and 
according to election law 
had to be removed, or 
relocated to beyond the 
100-foot marker at the 
entrance of each polling 
location. She understood 
and was completely coop-
erative.”

ELECTION:
Continued from page 1A

‘It honestly did not occur to anyone 
from GPPSS, or to any of the election 
workers from the various cities, that 
the presence of these postings was a 
problem until complaints were made, 
at which point the postings were 
promptly removed.’
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$1,000 OFF comprehensive 
treatment when treatment begins.
Restrictions may apply. 
May not be combined with other 
promotional off ers. Off er good 
through 1/8/2019. WITH COUPON
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The Board of Education recognized 12 employees of the Grosse Pointe Public School System for their 
distinguished service. Honored at the regular meeting of the board Nov. 12, were, front row from left, Kate 
Sharp, Mason Elementary School clerk; Michele Stopinski, a paraprofessional at Barnes Early Childhood 
Center; Mary Lapish, attendance clerk at Brownell Middle School; Mary Ann Magill, primary music teach-
er at Ferry and Kerby elementary schools; Mary Tocco, secretary to Principal Kate Murray at Grosse 
Pointe North High School;  and Angela Whateley, second-grade teacher at Poupard Elementary School. 
Back row, Andrea Gruenwald, life skills teacher at Parcells Middle School; Michelle Kramer, computer lab 
technician at Maire Elementary School; Michael Novitke, member of the custodial staff at Brownell; Linda 
Schultz, secretary to Principal Moussa Hamka at Grosse Pointe South High School; Elizabeth Wang, fi rst-
grade teacher at Monteith Elementary School; and Denise Sharples, executive assistant in the central of-
fi ce at 389 St. Clair.

Sharples was recognized for her exemplary service in a surprise announcement. As Sharples is the be-
hind-the-scenes organizer of events like the distinguished service employee recognition, keeping her se-
lection under wraps was a challenge, according to Rebecca Fannon, community affairs manager, who sup-
ported Superintendent Gary Niehaus’s nomination.

Distinguished service
PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

The Board of Education 
met in closed session 
before the regular meet-
ing Monday, Nov. 26, to 
discuss the evaluation of 
Superintendent Gary 
Niehaus, in his fourth 
year at the helm of the 
Grosse Pointe Public 
School System.

T h e  M i c h i g a n 
Association of School 
Boards provides a super-
intendent evaluation 
instrument requiring 
school boards to evaluate 
their superintendent’s job 
performance annually as 
part of a comprehensive 
performance evaluation. 
The board met with 
Niehaus two times to 
reach a consensus on 
each category rating.

Niehaus was rated on a 
point scale from 1 to 4, 
with 1 being ineffective, 2 
minimally effective, 3 
effective and 4 highly 
effective.

Niehaus’s  profes-
sional practice rating of 
3.77 was based on a 
breakdown of the fol-
lowing weighted cate-
gories: governance and 

board relations (20 per-
cent) — 4; community 
relations (15 percent) — 
4; staff relations (15 
percent) — 4; business 
and fi nance (20 percent) 
— 3.4; and instructional 
leadership (30 percent) 
— 3.8889.

In addition, Niehaus 
received 4 points each on 
student growth and prog-
ress toward district-wide 
goals. This, combined 
with his professional 
practice rating, gave him 
an overall score of 3.9, or 
98 percent, which, 
according to President 
Brian Summerfield, is 
highly effective.

“I would just add that 
Dr. Niehaus has been a 
tremendous asset to this 
district over the years 
and I appreciate every-
thing he’s done. We do 
have the arrows in align-
ment and that’s what he 
promised to do three 
years ago. I’m very grate-
ful for that,” Summerfi eld 
said.

The motion to approve 
the superintendent’s 
evaluation carried 6 to 0. 
S e c r e t a r y  C i n d y 
Pangborn was not in 
attendance.

By Mary Anne Brush
Staff Writer

Superintendent rated 
highly effective

minutes of instruction, 
they receive 20 minutes 
of time to prepare, 
Provenzano said.

“And they sort of teach 
in shifts. You’ll have a 
group of teachers who 
aren’t teaching — having 
drinks, having snacks — 
and then the next shift 
goes in.”

Provenzano also was 
impressed by how the 
school adapted to the 
changing world of tech-
nology, in particular to 
provide differentiated 
education.

“Being able to utilize 
technology to support 
such a varied structure of 
learning was very impor-
tant to them,” he said.

Respect for the teach-
ing profession itself was 
high, he said.

“Of course they pay 
high taxes so they are 
ridiculously well funded 
and the teachers are 
highly paid,” he added. 
“This is what they pay 
high taxes for.”

Upon his return to ULS, 
Provenzano said, “It was 
nice to be able to share 
with teachers, hey, we’re 
headed in the right direc-
tion. … We’re very lucky 
to be in Grosse Pointe and 
have a wonderful, sup-

portive community that is 
very much like being in 
Iceland. The community 
comes together. They 
raise funds. Anyone can 
go to any teacher. Families 
are highly involved.”

He also made connec-
tions he hopes to continue 
with ULS students and 
students from Iceland 
through shared reading 
and learning about each 
other’s schools, towns 
and cultures.

ICELAND:
Continued from page 8A

Lock in great pricing now with
Rock Solid Exteriors!

ROOFING •  WINDOWS •  INSULATION •  S IDING

Proudly Serving The Pointes with offices in Grosse PointePPro

A Full Set Of
Aluminum Gutters

With Any
Owens Corning

Platinum Warranty
Expires 12-24-18

ROCK SOLID
WORKMANSHIP

WARRANTY

50
YEAR

120618P

HOME for the HOLIDAYS
ANDAND SAVE ON YOUR HEATING BILLS SAVE ON YOUR HEATING BILLS

313-820-2133313-820-2133
customercare@rocksolidexteriors.com

We’re your exterior experts!

81 Kercheval Ave., Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236

UPGRADE YOURUPGRADE YOUR

OF GROSSE POINTE

HUGE INVENTORY OF FINE DESIGNER RUGS

19483 MACK AVENUE
GROSSE POINTE WOODS, MI

SHOWROOM: 313.884.2991

Rug Cleaning & Repair

Wall to Wall Carpeting
Installed to Perfection... Guaranteed

* Ask For Kevin Crowther
STORE HOURS:
MON-SAT 10-6

120618P
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18 MONTHS PROMOTIONAL
FINANCING AVAILABLE FINANCING AVAILABLE ††

On purchases of $500 or more with your 
Sargent credit card made between 12/6/18 to 12/9/18

1818

44DAYSDAYS
ONLYONLY

1212//66, , 1212//77
12//8, , 12//9Sales Event

MACOMB TOWNSHIP STORE
586-226-2266
20201 HALL ROAD

between Romeo Plank & Heidenrich

GRATIOT STORE
586-791-0560

35950 GRATIOT AVE. • CLINTON TWP.

ROCHESTER STORE
248-652-9700 • 600 MAIN ST. • ROCHESTER

800-440-5774

 LIKE US AT
facebook.com/sargentappliance

† Subject to credit approval.  Minimum monthly payments required.  See store for details. * On in-stock items if ordered before 2pm Monday-Saturday, 20 mile radius of our Macomb Warehouse, $89.95 delivery charge.f ordered before 2pm MoM dnday SSaturday 20 mile radius

A Michigan
Family Business

Serving You Since 1954!
• Family Owned & operated for over 57 Years!
• Delivery & installation by Sargent staff
• Appliance parts availability
• 30-day price protection

• Member of The Nationwide Buying Group
   with purchasing power of over 1000
   dealers which means you get
   competitive pricing

SARGENT ADVANTAGES

120618

  

REWARDS
See how to

RECEIVE TWO
FREE APPLIANCES

or up to $3,000 in upgrades

See Store for Details.

Offer ends December 31, 2018

*Via online or mail-in rebate

SAVE
UP TO

on select appliance packages

Upgrade your kitchen & save
up to $1500* when you buy
four GE Café™ Appliances

Buy 4 GE Café TM Appliances and get $500

Plus get $500 with a Pro Range or Wall Oven/Cooktop Combination

Plus an additional $500 when you add a built-in refrigerator

*Via online or mail-in rebate. See rebate form for details and list of eligible models.

NEXT DAY DELIVERY! NEXT DAY DELIVERY! **

FEATURES:
WASHER w/ no agitator
• 4.6 cu. ft.
• 14 wash cycles
WASHER w/ agitator
• 4.5 cu. ft.
• 14 wash cycles

ELECTRIC DRYER
• 7.4 cu. ft. 
• HE Sensor Dry
• Antibacterial Cycle Option

Top Load Laundry

GTW680BSJWS / GTW685BSLWS • GTD65EBSJWS

18 MONTH PROMOTIONAL FINANCING!*

ONLY
SAVE $80!!
=$719!!
$799-10%

EACH

EACH

YOUR CHOICE

WITH OR WITHOUT

AGITATOR!

JGSS66SELSS

NEXT DAY DELIVERY! NEXT DAY DELIVERY! **

Stainless Steel
Gas Range
FEATURES:
• 30” slide in
• 5.3 cu. ft.
• 5 sealed burners

18 MONTH PROMOTIONAL FINANCING!*

JUST
SAVE $141!!
=$1259!!$$$$$$
$1399-10%

NEXT DAY DELIVERY! NEXT DAY DELIVERY! **

18 MONTH PROMOTIONAL FINANCING!*

JUST
SLATE COLOR SUITE

SAVE $311!
=$2805!!$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
$3166-10%

REFRIGERATOR: 25.3 cu. ft., spill proof glass shelves, external water & ice (GSS25GMHES)
ELECTRIC RANGE: 5.3 cu. ft., 4 smoothtop elements, self clean (JB645EKES)
OVER-THE-RANGE MICROWAVE: 1.6 cu. ft., 2-speed fan, 1000 watts. (JVM3160EFES)
DISHWASHER: features front controls, 50 dBA quiet, 3rd rack (GDF630PMMES)

WDT730PAHZ

NEXT DAY DELIVERY! NEXT DAY DELIVERY! **

Stainless Steel
Dishwasher
FEATURES:
• Fully integrated controls
• Sensor cycle
• Adjustable upper rack

18 MONTH PROMOTIONAL FINANCING!*

ONLY
SAVE $200!!
=$499!!
$554-10%

NEXT DAY DELIVERY! NEXT DAY DELIVERY! **

18 MONTH PROMOTIONAL FINANCING!*

JUST
4-PIECE STAINLESS STEEL SUITE

REFRIGERATOR: 25 Cu. Ft., External Water & Ice, Bottom Freezer (MFI2570FEZ)
ELECTRIC RANGE: 6.4 Cu. Ft., Convection, 5 Radiant Elements (MER8800FZ)
OVER-THE-RANGE MICROWAVE: 2.0 Cu. Ft., Sensor Cooking, 1000 Watts (MMV4206FZ)
DISHWASHER: Full Console, 5 Wash Cycles, 50dBA Quiet (MDB4949SHZ )

FINGERPRINT RESISTANT
STAINLESS STEEL

SLATE COLOR SUITE
NEXT DAY DELIVERY! NEXT DAY DELIVERY! **

18 MONTH PROMOTIONAL FINANCING!*

JUST
STAINLESS STEEL SUITE

SAVE $2037!
=$3799!!$$$
$4221-10%

SAVE $1547!
=$2999!!$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
$3333-10%

REFRIGERATOR: 24.5 cu. ft., fi ngerprint resistant stainless steel, Exterior water & ice (WRX735SDHZ)
ELECTRIC RANGE: 6.4 cu. ft., true convection, wifi  smart connect appliance (WEE750H0HZ)
OVER-THE-RANGE MICROWAVE: 1.9 cu. ft., sensor, steam & convection cooking, fi nger print resistant (WMH78019HZ)
DISHWASHER: fully integrated, fi nger print resistant stainless steel, 47 dBA quiet (WDT970SAHZ)

$ %

WFE775H0HZ

NEXT DAY DELIVERY! NEXT DAY DELIVERY! **

Stainless Steel
Range
FEATURES:
• Convection
• 5 smooth top burners
• 6.4 cu. ft.

18 MONTH PROMOTIONAL FINANCING!*

JUST
SAVE $250!!
=$899!!
$999-10%

NEXT DAY DELIVERY! NEXT DAY DELIVERY! **

FEATURES:
WASHER
• 4.2 cu. ft.
• Deep water wash
• Power wash cycle
ELECTRIC DRYER
• 7.4 cu. ft. 
• Wrinkle Control 
    option
• 12 dryer cycles

High Effi ciency
Top Load Laundry

MVWC565FW • MEDC465HW

Hi h Effi i
18 MONTH PROMOTIONAL FINANCING!*

ONLY
SAVE $569!!
=$1029!!
$1149-10%

FOR
THE
PAIR!!

NEXT DAY DELIVERY! NEXT DAY DELIVERY! **

FEATURES:
WASHER
• 5.2 cu. ft.
• Deep fi ll option
• Pre-wash cycle
ELECTRIC DRYER
• 8.8 cu. ft. 
• Sanitize cycle
• Power dry cycle

Top Load
Laundry

MVWB865GW • MEDB835DW

R!!!!

T L d
18 MONTH PROMOTIONAL FINANCING!*

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
JUST

SAVE $300!!
=$699!!$$$$$
$777-10%

EACH!

EACH!

$ %
HURRY! BUY BEFORE THE 2019 MANUFACTURER PRICE INCREASES!!
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The Salvation Army of 
Metro Detroit has set a 
fundraising goal of $8.2 
million this year.

The Detroit Conner 
Creek Corps — which 
serves Grosse Pointe, 
Harper Woods and 
Detroit — hopes to raise 
$92,000 of that total, but 
it needs the community’s 
help.

“Our biggest need right 
now is volunteer bell 
ringers,” said Capt. 
Kelsie Moreno, corps 
offi cer at Conner Creek. 
“We have hundreds of 
hours yet to be fi lled on 
the eastside and thou-
sands of hours in the 
metro area.”

A two-hour shift may 
be completed at the loca-
tion of the volunteer’s 
choosing, Moreno said, 
adding there are 20 east-
side sites from which to 
choose.

“When people ring for 
those two hours, it’s not 

always easy to see the 
difference,” she said. 
“You’re greeting people 
and you have a warm, 
happy feeling, but the 
money raised by volun-
teers does so much good. 
Your two hours of bell 
ringing will help buy a 
coat for a kid or put 
Christmas dinner on a 
family’s table or bring 10 
Christmas presents to 
kids who otherwise 
would have nothing. 
Plus, the money raised at 
Christmastime helps 
fund our activities all 
year.

“Salvation Army is 
known for showing up in 
emergencies, after fi res, 
g i v i n g  c o a t s  a t 
Christmas,” she contin-
ued, “but we’re also so 
much more than that.”

Conner Creek offers 
summer camp and after-
school programming for 
children, as well as a 
senior computer lab, 
senior luncheons, cook-
ing demonstrations and a 
host of other community 

programs that rely on 
funds raised by holiday 
bell ringers.

Moreno said she’s seen 
some uptick in volun-
teers this year, as opposed 
to paid bell ringers. While 
she said she’s happy to 
provide jobs for people 
during the holidays, 
when the service is done 
by volunteers, Salvation 
Army gets to keep 100 
percent of the proceeds 
to put toward program-
ming.

“Volunteers’ attitudes 
toward bell ringing, their 
sense of energy, is greater 
in most part than paid 
ringers,” said Richard 
Strowger, a City of 
Grosse Pointe resident 
who sits on the Conner 
Creek board. “They’re 
community members 
who want to be there.”

Strowger and Moreno, 
both seasoned bell ring-
ers, said they get satisfac-
tion from volunteering.

“When I’m out ringing 
bells and I see someone I 
know … they want to 

know what it’s all about,” 
Moreno said. “I love the 
connections I make when 
I’m out bell ringing 
myself.”

Apart from personal 
satisfaction, volunteer 
bell ringers have some 
extra incentive to brave 
the cold this year with 
the Ring for Bling initia-
tive. For every two-hour 
shift a volunteer serves, 
they get one entry into a 
drawing to win a Gabriel 
NY diamond necklace, 
valued at more than 
$6,000, donated by 
Lucido Fine Jewelry.

“Ring at Christmas and 
bling into the New Year,” 
Moreno said, noting 
there’s no limit to the 
number of entries per 
person as long as they’re 
volunteering their time. 
P l u s ,  d u r i n g  t h e 
Consortium of Hope 
match period — Dec. 21 
to Dec. 31 — each two-
hour shift is worth two 
entries. 

“Consortium of Hope is 
a collection of donors in 
the metro Detroit area 
who provide a signifi cant 
amount of donations to 
match what is collected,” 
Moreno said. 

Last year’s Consortium 
of Hope match was 
$300,000.

All donations during 
the red kettle campaign, 
no matter how they’re 
collected, benefit the 
local community, Moreno 
said.

“People assume we 
raise money in Grosse 
Pointe and spend it in 
Detroit, but there are also 
Grosse Pointers who fi nd 
themselves in need and 
using our services,” she 
said. “And we have 
donors in Detroit who 
don’t use our services. 
We’re not raising money 
on one side of Alter and 
spending it on another. 
We’re here for anyone on 
the eastside, no matter 
their circumstances.”

A new option for 
Salvation Army support-
ers is donating via QR 
code.

“We know people con-
tinue to carry less and 
less cash; we’re a plastic 
society, with credit and 

debit cards,” Moreno 
said, noting that at each 
bell-ringing station is a 
sign with a QR code peo-
ple can scan with their 
cellphones to donate 
online. 

Other donation options 
also are available — 
online at salmich.org, 
texting SALMICH to 
41444 or calling (877) 
SAL-MICH. 

“We’re trying to make 
it convenient to our 
donors,” Moreno said. 
“We also appreciate 
when people go the extra 
mile to carry cash.”

Any kind of cash will 
do: For several years, an 
anonymous donor — or 
donors — has dropped 
Krugerrands into red ket-
tles. The South African 
gold coins are valued 
between $1,100 and 
$1,500, Moreno said.

That kind of support is 
greatly appreciated, as is 
the support of neighbor-
ing organizations to 
Conner Creek. Northeast 
Guidance Center volun-
teers, for example, have 
filled every Saturday 
time slot at Village 
Market. CEO Sherry 
McRill, a Grosse Pointe 
Park resident, “rallied 
her employees … to vol-
unteer,” Moreno said. 
“It’s a fantastic opportu-
nity for them to give back 
to the community. I fi nd 
the community gets 
stronger when we work 
together.”

This is the first year 
select McDonald’s loca-
tions have allowed 
Salvation Army bell ring-
ers, thanks to Errol 
Service, a franchise 
owner and chairman of 
Conner Creek’s advisory 
council. The corps also 
has received help from 
D e t r o i t  P o l i c e 
Department ’s  Fi f th 
Precinct, located down 
the street from Conner 
Creek.

“It’s easy to be a 
Salvation Army Corps,” 
Strowger said. “But the 
second part of the charge 
here is to be a commu-
nity center. Kelsie and 
(her husband) Javier 
have done a great job of 
moving that needle.

“The more we can cre-
ate links between the 
Conner Creek area of 
Detroit and the Grosse 
Pointes, the better,” he 
added.

L ike  NEGC and 
McDonald’s, businesses 
and corporations are 
stepping up to the plate 
more often, volunteering 
groups to ring bells. 
Other options are avail-
able for them, too.

“Anybody who’d like to 
host a kettle at their 
location, there are 
options,” Moreno said. 
“We have counter ket-
tles, so if you’re a small 
business, a bank, a res-
taurant, the kettle sits on 
the countertop with no 
bell ringer. We’ll come 
and empty it.

“Or businesses also 
can sponsor a kettle for 
a day (for) a $500 dona-
tion,” she continued.

Any businesses — or 
individuals or families — 
wanting to volunteer, 
host a countertop kettle 
or sponsor a kettle, 
should call Moreno at 
(313) 882-2800 or visit 
ringbell.org.

Volunteers must be 18 
or older to ring bells; 
however, children are 
welcome to volunteer 
with an adult.

“Kids are some of the 
best volunteers,” Moreno 
said. “Nobody can walk 
past a cute kid. This is a 
great family activity. 
Several families have 
made it tradition.”

The experience is 
priceless, Moreno said.

“I hear so many sto-
ries,” she said. “People 
will say, ‘When I was a 
kid, my dad lost his job 
and Salvation Army 
showed up on our door-
step with gifts and food.’ 
My favorite story from 
last year was, a guy put 
a donation in and told us 
he had recently com-
pleted the adult rehabili-
tation program at ARC. 
He had been there get-
ting his life together, get-
ting sober. … He was so 
happy to put a donation 
in for the group that 
saved his life. That sums 
up why we’re out there 
ringing that bell.”

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Volunteers needed 
for red kettle campaign

Holiday help

PHOTOS BY JODY MCVEIGH

From left, Jeslyn Agee, Kelsie Moreno, Deanna Jones and Lynn Greene.

As snowfl akes began to fall and 
temperatures hovered just below 
freezing around noon last Thursday, 
a quartet of women huddled together 
and kept themselves warm singing 
Christmas carols outside Kroger on 
Mack in Grosse Pointe Woods.

The ladies — volunteering as bell 
ringers for Salvation Army’s red ket-
tle campaign — had smiles on their 
faces as they wished passersby a 
merry Christmas and fi lled the air 
with holiday cheer.

Among the bell ringers was Capt. 
Kelsie Moreno, corps offi cer at the 
Salvation Army Detroit Conner 
Creek Corps, which serves Detroit, 
Harper Woods and Grosse Pointe.

“I like to think of myself as the kind 
of leader who won’t ask you to do 

something if I’m not willing to do it 
myself,” she said. “I ring bells a cou-
ple hours a week. It’s something I did 
as a kid, so there’s a nostalgia to it 
too. As the face of the organization, 
the more accessible I am to the com-
munity, the better.”

Braving the cold with Moreno were 
volunteers Jeslyn Agee, Lynn Greene 
and Deanna Jones.

“I love the mission and what we 
do,” said Agee, a four-year volunteer. 
“It’s about the community and giving 
back when you have a lot. It’s a joy to 
know how far donations people car-
ingly give can go.”

Greene, who’s volunteered for 
Salvation Army since the 1970s, said 

Singing for Salvation
Jeslyn Agee, Lynn Greene, Kelsie Moreno and Deanna Jones sing 
Christmas carols outside Kroger on Mack.

See SINGING, page 3B

Integrity. Heritage. Lifestyle.

2017 Top Producer at Higbie Maxon Agney.

Jaime Rae Turnbull
jrt@jrturnbull.com
313-886-3400
313-672-2020
higbiemaxon.com
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96 Kercheval Avenue • On-the-Hill
Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236sir.com 313.888.8800
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M i c h i g a n  O p e r a 
Theatre returns to The 
War Memorial for Gian 
Carlo Menotti’s classic 
holiday opera “Amahl 
and the Night Visitors” at 
2 and 6:30 p.m. Sunday, 
Dec. 9. Tickets are $30 
for adults and $15 for 
children younger than 
12. This family-friendly 
performance takes place 
in The War Memorial’s 
Patriot Theater. 

“Amahl and the Night 
Visitors” retells the clas-
sic nativity tale from the 
point of view of Amahl, a 
boy with a lame leg, and 
his mother, as they 
encounter the three 
kings on their journey to 
Bethlehem. Through 
their interactions, a story 
of faith, charity and love 
unfolds. The opera, 
which runs about an 
hour in length, is per-
formed in English and 
accompanied by a cham-
ber orchestra. 

“The War Memorial is 

beyond thrilled to bring 
this classic opera to the 
community,” said War 
Memorial President and 
CEO Charles Burke. “In 
the fi fth grade, I had the 
distinct privilege of play-
ing Amahl in this very 
production. I can confi -
dently say that this opera 
will remind guests of the 
true spirit of the holiday 
season and show that 

nothing can replace the 
feeling of pure joy that a 
live performance can 

provide.”
The performances are 

presented through the 
support of The John A. 
and Marlene L. Boll 
Foundation.

“Our family feels 
blessed to be a part of 
this wonderful story that 
points directly to the 
true Christmas story,” 
sa id  Kris t ine Bol l 
Mestdagh, executive 
director of the Boll 
Foundation. “Find the 
historic Christmas story 
in Luke 2, and we wish 
everyone a blessed 
Christmas season.”

M i c h i g a n  O p e r a 
Theatre’s performance 
will be directed by 

Jennifer Williams and 
conducted by Oriol San. 
The production features 
Cheyanne Coss as The 
Mother, Michael Day as 
King Kaspar, Harry 
Greenleaf  as King 
Melchior, Allen Michael 
Jones as King Balthazar 
and Branden C.S. Hood 
as The Page. Grosse 
Pointe resident Ashton 
Fell, a seventh-grade stu-
dent at Brownell Middle 
School, performs the 
role of Amahl at select 
performances.

“We are so fortunate to 
have partners l ike 
Michigan Opera Theater, 
who return to The War 
Memorial time and time 

again to provide our 
guests with world-class 
performances,” said 
Brooks Hoste, War 
Memorial vice president 
of community engage-
ment and programming. 
“Whether guests are 
experiencing their fi rst 
live opera performance 
or this is their hundredth 
time seeing this produc-
tion, they will enjoy the 
m a g n i f i c e n t  w a y 
Michigan Opera Theatre 
tells such a familiar tale 
in The War Memorial’s 
Patriot Theater.”

Tickets are available at 
warmemorial.org/arts or 
by calling (313) 881-
7511.

MOT performs ‘Amahl and the Night Visitors’

COURTESY PHOTO

“Amahl and the Night Visitors” takes place Dec. 9 at 
The War Memorial.

Food drive
Healthy Grosse Pointe 

and Harper Woods is 
sponsoring a food drive 
through Friday, Dec. 14, 
at each Harper Woods 
and Grosse Pointe public 
school building, the 
administrative building, 
389 St. Clair, City of 
Grosse Pointe, and the 
Mary Ellen Stempfle 
C e n t e r- C e n t e r  f o r 
Learning Technology, 
19191 Vernier, Harper 
Woods. Food items will 
be distributed to local 
families during winter 
break. The following 
items are suggested: 
cereal, granola bars, 

soup, peanut butter, jelly, 
crackers,  spaghett i 
sauce, noodles, canned 
food and macaroni and 
cheese cups. For more 
information, visit face
book.com/healthygrosse
pointe. Call (586) 224-
3497 to have donations 
picked up.

Questers
The Pear Tree Questers 

h o s t s  i t s  a n n u a l 
Christmas luncheon at 11 
a.m., Friday, Dec. 7, at 
Country Club of Detroit. 
The group hosts a coffee 
hour and welcome by 
hostess Marie Brady, fol-
lowed by lunch. Chef 

Brian Beland will share 
stories about the venera-
b le  country  c lub . 
Members are asked to 
bring unwrapped chil-
dren’s toys for donation 
to a children’s charity.

Ecumenical 
Breakfast

The Grosse Pointe 
Men’s  Ecumenica l 
Breakfast meets 8 a.m. 
Friday, Dec. 7, at Grosse 
Pointe Memorial Church, 
16 Lakeshore, Grosse 
Pointe Farms. The Rev. 
Dr. Walter Brownridge, 
associate for Parish Life 
and Christian Foundation 
at Christ Church Grosse 
Pointe, speaks. Cost for 
b r e a k f a s t  i s  $ 7 . 
Registration is not 
required and first-time 
guests eat free. 

Grannie Nannies
Grannie Nannies, for 

grandmothers who baby-
sit their grandchildren, 
meets at 1:30 p.m. Friday, 
Dec. 7, at Ram’s Horn 
Res taurant ,  23815 
Jefferson, St. Clair 
Shores. Call (313) 882-
9600.

Community Chorus
The Grosse Pointe 

Community Chorus pres-

ents its 66th annual holi-
day concert, “Holiday 
Brass,” at 3:30 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 9, at First 
English Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, 800 
Vernier, Grosse Pointe 
Woods. The chorus will 
be accompanied by the 
Brass Expansion quartet. 
Music selections include 
pieces from “Messiah,” 
traditional European car-
ols, an American spiri-
tual, a Hebrew text song 
and many old favorites. 
The 70-voice chorus is 
under the direction of 
Joseph Palazzolo with 
a c c o m p a n i s t  R o n 
Pietrantoni. Tickets are 
$15 for adults, $5 for ages 
12 and younger, and are 
available at Moehring-
Woods Florist, (313) 882-
9732; Posterity: A Gallery, 
(313) 884-8105; or with 
chorus members. Visit 
grossepointecommunity
chorus.org or call (313) 
331-7728.

Toastmasters
Northeastern Toast-

masters meets at 7 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 10, at the 
Mary Ellen Stempfle 
University Center, 19305 
Vernier, Harper Woods. 

AREA ACTIVITIES

See EVENTS, page 4B

ANGOTT’S

Since 1936

586-359-2123 
www.angotts.biz 120618

Drapery and Blind
Cleaning Specialists

Take down and rehanging available!

CHAMPS
ROTISSER IE           SE A FOOD& 

20515 Mack Avenue (3 Blks. S. of Vernier) GROSSE POINTE WOODS

313-886-7755
Mon - Thur 4-10 • Fri - Sat 4-11 • Sunday 3-10

Includes: Cole Slaw,
Garlic Loaf, Cottage Fries 
or Baked Potato
With Coupon. Dine-in or Carry Out. Exp 12-31-2018

TWO BAR•B•Q
RIB DINNERS

$3350

Includes: Cole Slaw,
Garlic Loaf, Cottage Fries 
or Baked Potato
With Coupon. Dine-in or Carry Out. Exp 12-31-2018

$2850

TWO
CHICKEN DINNERS

120618

With Coupon. To be used on next visit. Expires 12-24-2018.

$100 - GET $15 FREE
$200 - GET $40 FREE
$300 - GET $75 FREE

Buy
Gift
Cards!

120618

1023 Bedford
Grosse Pointe Park

4 Bedrooms • 2.5 Baths
$648,888

TIM BLEDSOETIM BLEDSOE
OFFERED BY 313.737.2006

timbledsoerealtor@gmail.com

12
06

18
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CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN CHURCH
Living Nativity

Each year, Christ the King Lutheran Church hosts the 
Living Nativity as the church’s gift to the community. For 
over two decades, we have had the blessing of putting 
Christ back into Christmas with beautiful carols, live 
animals, and the re-enactment of Jesus’ birth through 
our children. Performances take place every 45 minutes 
and children from our congregation and Pre-School play 
a biblical part. A variety of farm animals are available 
for petting.

All guests are welcome to join us for pizza, cookies and 
hot beverages between the sets. There is no charge, but 
free-will offerings are appreciated.

Please visit our church website for additional 
information: www.christthekinggp.org

Sunday, December 9th | 12:30-3:30pm
(Corner of Mack & Lochmoor - GPW)

COINS & STAMPS

120618

MICHIGAN’S OLDEST COIN SHOP - SINCE 1957

1765817658 Mack  Mack •• Grosse Pointe   Grosse Pointe  4823048230
BUYING BLACK BOXED CARSON BUYING BLACK BOXED CARSON 

CITY SILVER DOLLARSCITY SILVER DOLLARS

((313313)) 885-4200 885-4200

1878-CC. $4751878-CC. $475
1879-CC. $5000+1879-CC. $5000+
1880-CC. $3751880-CC. $375
1881-CC. $3751881-CC. $375
1882-CC. $1501882-CC. $150

1883-CC. $1501883-CC. $150
1884-CC. $1501884-CC. $150
1885-CC. $5251885-CC. $525
1890-CC. $23001890-CC. $2300
1891-CC. $16001891-CC. $1600

Quantities NeededQuantities Needed

IIICCCCHHHHHHHHIIIIIGGGGGGGGGGGAAAANNN

21807 Greater Mack • Between Vernier & Nine Mile Rd. (West side of Greater Mack)

586.859.5000

Trees
Wreaths

 Porch Pots
Patio Pots

 Roping

120618

Fresh Greenery for Holiday Decorations

k B t V i & Ni Mil Rd

y yyyyyyy

G enhouse GardensG enhouse Gardens
eateter Ma

Freshh 

ttttt M
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she does it because she 
believes in the work 
Salvation Army does.

“This is one way to give 
back,” she said. “It makes 
me feel like I’m giving 

back to the community. It 
makes me feel warm and 
fuzzy inside.”

Jones said she started 
v o l u n t e e r i n g  f o r 
Salvation Army at least 
15 years ago when she 
saw a real need in the 
community. 

“This is a good way to 

earn money for them and 
it’s also fun — but I wish 
it was in the summer-
time,” she said. “It gives 
me a sense of caring and 
I feel like I’m sharing 
myself with the commu-
nity and people that are 
in need.”

— Jody McVeigh

SINGING:
Continued from page 1B

Dina Winter fell in love 
for the fi rst time at age 
14.

That was her age when 
her mother took her to 
her first opera. While 
opera played on the radio 
at home, “it sounded like 
a lot of screaming to me,” 
Winter said.

However, after attend-
ing “La Traviata” at the 
old Metropolitan Opera 
in New York City, her per-
ception changed. 

“In a way, I was born at 
the age of 14,” said 
Winter, a Grosse Pointe 
Shores resident. “I was 
stunned in the wonderful 
way the curtains opened, 
the singers came onstage. 
That was 1944. … At the 
end, I left the theater with 
this conviction: I want to 
be an opera singer. 
Fortunately, I had a 
voice.”

Winter, who speaks fl u-
ent Italian thanks to her 
mother, found her first 
opera  teacher  in 
Francesca Pasella, an 
Italian maestra in the 
Bronx. The lyric dramatic 
soprano quickly became 
the maestra’s protege.

“Having found some-
thing I could put my pas-
sion and love into and 
grow through … that 
came through having 
worked with Mrs. 
Pasella,” Winter said.

Through Pasella’s 
instruction, Winter won 
several singing awards, 
including the Blanche 
Thebom Award.

“I was 25 at the time,” 
said Winter, who applied 
and was accepted to audi-
tion for the annual award. 
“I was not at all nervous, 
because I knew I was not 
going to win.”

After her fi rst aria, she 
was asked to sing a sec-
ond. Not prepared to 
make it that far, she 

“winged it” with a more 
diffi cult last-act aria.

“It had dwindled down 
to three people,” Winter 
said. “I was really sur-
prised to have come that 
far.”

Even more surprising 
to her was being selected 
as that year’s winner.

“I thought I was going 
to fall right through the 
fl oor,” she said. “I thought 
it was unusual I got this 
far and was able to sing 
without nervousness. I 
was able to sing freely 
and enjoy what I was 
doing. I could relax and 
sing as well as I could 
because I wasn’t singing 
to win.

“That’s how that 
ended,” she continued, 
“but to me that was the 
beginning, because I (had 
been) ready to end my 
career at that point.”

With her $1,000 grand 
prize, Winter traveled to 

Italy. Thebom encour-
aged her trip due to 
Winter’s knowledge of 
the language.

“I was to stay for a 
year,” she said. “That 
year ended up being 10 
years. I got glowing 
reviews. I loved what I 
did, because I fell in love 
with opera. It gave me 
something to put my 
attention to. It enriched 
my life and opened up a 
world of literature to me.”

Winter made her Italy 
debut as Santuzza in 
“Cavalleria Rusticana.” 
She also earned the lead 
role in “Maria Stuarda.”

“After her time in 
Germany, she did some 
touring in Holland,” said 
Eric Winter, her husband. 
“She was then asked to 
do understudy for ‘Maria 
Stuarda.’ The opera com-
pany in Bergamo, Italy, 
had a reputation for 
bringing back operas that 

weren’t in the 
standard rep-
ertoire.”

W i n t e r 
became the 
understudy 
for two roles, 
the lead of 
which was 
q u i t e 
demanding. 
She found out 
f i r s t h a n d 

when she was asked to 
take over.

“She was the fi rst per-
formance of this opera in 
the 20th century,” Eric 
Winter said. “She earned 
exce l lent  rev iews . 
Because it was so suc-
cessful, it has now 
become part of the stan-
dard repertoire.”

From there, Winter 
went on to perform at the 
Stuttgarter Staatsoper in 
Germany, where she sang 
“Tosca” in Italian to 
everyone else’s German.

“It was a very dramatic 
role,” she said. “I just felt 
comfortable when I 
decided to sing opera. 
Something in me said, 
‘You will have no diffi-
culty with the acting.’”

After fi nding success in 
Europe, Winter took 
exception to the way 
directors were taking 
over operas in Germany. 
They were not being 
faithful to the concepts of 
composers, she said.

“I felt it was not what I 

wanted to do,” she said, 
so when an acquaintance 
asked if she’d be inter-
ested in becoming the 
executive director of 
Detroit Waldorf School, 
she accepted.

“They had the building 
and needed somebody 
with my talents,” Winter 
said. “They gave me 24 
hours to make a deci-
sion.”

Added Eric Winter, “So 
she accepted the execu-
tive director position to 
get it started — and it’s 
still going. … You can 
sense Dina’s passion for 
opera; she’s equally 
enthused about Detroit 
Waldorf School.”

It was through the 
school Winter met her 
husband; they married in 
1970. She stayed involved 
with the school in differ-
ent capacities for 20 
years. However, music 
was never far from 
Winter’s mind and in 
2006 she accepted an 
invitation to coach sing-
ing and opera in Beijing, 
China. She stayed two 
years.

“The invitation arose 
from a connection she 
made with the Chinese 
mezzo-soprano, Ning 
Liang, when she per-
formed the role of Suzuki 
in Puccini’s ‘Madame 
Butterfl y’ at the Michigan 
Opera Theatre in 2003,” 
Eric Winter said.

“Because of Dina’s pas-
sion for opera and enthu-
siasm, she’s a big 
supporter of Michigan 
Opera Theater and the 
performances there,” he 
continued, noting his 
wife began writing opera 
critiques for the Grosse 
Pointe News 10 years 
ago, “to enthuse people 
about opera and tell them 
what a great opera pro-
gram we have. She loves 
to do it. The passion she 
has for opera comes 
through in what she 
writes.”

Winter also stays heav-
ily involved in the 
133-year-old Tuesday 
Musicale of Detroit. 
Currently, she is serving 
her second three-year 
term as president. 

“When it comes to Dina 
and her career, I think of 
Churchill when he was 
selected as prime minis-
ter,” Eric Winter said. “He 
said he felt his whole life 
had been preparation for 
this moment. In many 
ways, Dina’s life has been 

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

The Encore Years: Dina Winter

Dina Winter

PHOTO COURTESY OF ERIC WINTER

Dina Winter, right, performs the leading role in the 
fi rst 20th-century performance of “Maria Stuarda,” 
in Bergamo, Italy, in 1958. Inset, Winter was 29 
when she took the role.

Concert on tap
Tuesday Musicale of Detroit’s annual Christmas program takes place 11:15 a.m. Tuesday, Dec. 11, 
at The War Memorial, 32 Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe Farms.
The program features a selection of international carols performed by soprano Gretchen Wolff, pi-
anist Yuki Mack, cellist Judith Vander Weg, bassist James Rose Jr. and violinist Sonia Lee.
Reservations are required for a luncheon following the program.
Visit tuesdaymusicaleofdetroit.org or call (313) 520-8663.

See ENCORE, page 5B

CALL TO 
MAKE AN APPOINTMENT 

TO TOUR 
OUR COMMUNITY

28801 Jefferson Ave.
St. Clair Shores, MI 48081 

586-218-6228
www.LakeshoreSeniorLivingSCS.com

NOW OPEN

120618P

INDEPENDENT LIVING &
LICENSED MEMORY CARE

COMMUNITY

Medical Building

120618

Dr. Youssef S. Derbala, M.D.
Dr. Mona Fakih, D.O.

Obstetrics & Gynecology Associates

Specializing in recurrent pregnancy 
loss, multiple IVF failures and 
infertility of unknown cause.

Meet our physicians

- Our full spectrum of   
 services includes:
 ROBOTIC SURGERY

ADOLESCENT GYNECOLOGY

ROUTINE WELL EXAMS

URINARY INCONTINENCE

 PREGNANCY AND CHILDBIRTH

 INFERTILITY

TREATABLE SYMPTOMS
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Call Wendy Bradley at 
(313) 884-1184 or Ron or 
Marcia Pikielek at (313) 
884-4201.

Senior Men
The Grosse Pointe 

Senior Men’s Club meets 
at 11 a.m. Tuesday, Dec, 
11, at The War Memorial, 

32 Lakeshore, Grosse 
Pointe Farms. Robin 
Ferriby, former vice pres-
ident of philanthropic 
services for Community 
Foundation of Southeast 
Michigan, speaks.

Blood drives
The American Red 

Cross hosts the following 
blood drives:

◆ 1:30 to 7:15 p.m. 
Tuesday,  Dec.  11, 
Lakeshore Presbyterian 
Church, 27801 Jefferson, 
St. Clair Shores.

◆ 11:30 a.m. to 5:15 
p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 18, 
Grosse Pointe Woods 
Community Center, 
20025 Mack, Grosse 
Pointe Woods.

Register online at red
crossblood.org.

Rotary
Grosse Pointe Rotary 

meets  a t  6  p .m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 12, at 
The War Memorial, 32 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms. The Rev. Susan 
Mozena presents “My 
Trip on a B-52 Bomber.” 
Cost is $10 and includes 
snacks; a cash bar is 
available. Visit grosse
pointerotary.org.

Jardinieres
L a  S o c i e t e  d e s 

Jardinieres meets at 6 
p.m., Thursday, Dec. 13, 
at the home of member 
Madeleine Phillips for the 
group’s annual Christmas 
party. Co-hostess is Jean 
Forton. Dinner is fol-
lowed by a “Bring Love to 
Christmas” gift exchange. 
The group donated to 
Children’s Hospital and 
the Capuchin Soup 
Kitchen this holiday sea-
son.

NAMI
The National Alliance 

on Mental Illness Eastside 
meets at 7 p.m. Monday, 
Dec. 17, at Henry Ford 
Cottage Hospital, 159 
Kercheval, Grosse Pointe 
Farms. Call Barb at (313) 
886-8004.

EVENTS:
Continued from page 2B

Here’s the storyline: 
The goblin tribes get 
news of a mouse on a 
mission to rid the world 
of all its ancient evils. 
Concerned the rodent 
will upset the balance of 
good and evil, the goblin 
chiefs send their agents 
into the human lands of 
San Francisco with direc-
tions to stop him at all 
costs.

What do those agents 
look l ike? Author 
Benjamin Wachs turned 
to illustrator Sean Bieri to 
answer that question and 
create the cover for his 
recently published book, 
“The Deeds of Pounce.”

Bieri has been illustrat-
ing stories since the early 
1990s and, according to 
his colleagues, has an 

i m p r e s s i v e  r a n g e . 
Currently the marketing 
designer for Specs 
Howard School, Bieri is 
the former art director for 

Metro Times and a 
sought-after drawing 
teacher.

“Every time you see 
him draw, he’s doing 

something different from 
a wide variety of influ-
ences and experimenting 
with materials,” said col-
l e a g u e  S u z a n n e 
Baumann.

Bieri, who was the 
juror for the Grosse 
Pointe Artists Association 
current exhibition, “Joy 
and Wonder,” will talk 
about his work as a free-
lancer and art director at 
Metro Times during a 
reception and awards 
ceremony at 3 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 9, at The 
War Memorial ,  32 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms. 

The public is invited to 
the lecture and awards 
ceremony. The show will 
be exhibited through 
Sunday, Jan. 20.

Illustrator to speak about accomplishments Dec. 9

Bieri’s book cover.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF KAREN POPE

Cover for the Michigan Fiction edition of Metro 
Times.

Grosse Pointe Farms resident 
Marla G. Maiuri presents 
“Gender Identity and Human 
Sexuality, as it Relates to the 
Wholeness of Who We Are,” dur-
ing the Grosse Pointe chapter of 
Parents and Friends of Lesbians 
and Gays meeting 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. Thursday, Dec. 13, at Grosse 
Pointe Unitarian Church, 17150 
Maumee, City of Grosse Pointe. 

Maiuri plans to talk “about all 
that we are on this journey of liv-
ing,” she said. “As the world 
remains a place of diverse beliefs 
on the topic of gender and sexu-
ality, we also remain a world 
desiring real connection with 
each other.”

Free of judgment, Maiuri 
shares and offers questions with 

depth and lightness. She invites 
the community to “experience an 
evening where together we can 
explore our personal journey to 
unconditional love.”

Maiuri recalls having a wonder 
for everything beyond physical 
experience since childhood. 
Presently inspired in the writings 
of several books, Maiuri delights 
in being dad to two cats. 

When asked about her per-
sonal life, she responds, “My 
romantic relationships are with 
women.” 

Maiuri easily connects with 
spirit through nature and with 
animals.

For more information about 
her lecture, email pflaggp@
gmail.com.

PFLAG hosts Marla Maiuri Dec. 13

PHOTO COURTESY OF WENDI LENARD

Marla G. Maiuri

Visits with Santa 
SATURDAYS
NOV 24–DEC 22
9AM TO NOON 
(Next to Village Palm 
and Focus 313 Eyecare)

THURSDAYS IN
DEC. UNTIL 8PM

Shop Late!

IN CITY SURFACE LOTS 
SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS 
NOV 24–DEC 23

Free Parking!

PRESENTS:

Holidays
IN VillageTHE

SPONSORED BY: ASCENSION ST JOHN, AESTHETIC 
THEORY DETROIT, HOLY CROSS SERVICES, GENESIS 
CADILLAC AND GENESIS CHEVROLET, MERRILL LYNCH   
PRODUCED BY: THE GROSSE POINTE VILLAGE DDA 

MEDIA SUPPORT BY: 
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618
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265 S. Old Woodward • Birmingham
(S. of Birmingham Theatre)

248-642-2555248-642-2555
www.harps-lingerie.com

Monday - Saturday 9:30 - 6:00

Celebrating 71 years in Business!
No Appointment Necessary

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

Fitting Women since 1947

Get Ready for The Holidays!

00

Marty Meldrum has been lighting
  the Pointes for 38 years!

Makes the perfect hostess gift!

Best Shade Shop In Metro Detroit

POINTE LAMP 
& LIGHTING

22235 Greater Mack Avenue
St. Clair Shores

586-772-6308

9 Mile

8 Mile

California

G
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NEW HOLIDAY FINIALSNEW HOLIDAY FINIALS

LAMPS • SHADES • REPAIR • RECOVERING
PICTURE LIGHTS 4”-25”

M
 

ONE DAY LAMP REPAIRONE DAY LAMP REPAIR

 St. Clair Shores  Shelby Twp.  Chesterfield Twp.  
 Grosse Pointe Woods  Rochester

viviano.com  800-VIVIANO

MERRY
CHRISTMAS

Tuesday, 
December 25

CCCCCCCH

sharejoy!

120
618



Dining 
& ENTERTAINMENT

MAKES ITS TRIUMPHANT RETURN TO THE

DETROIT OPER A HOUSE 
JAN. 24–FEB. 3

BroadwayInDetroit.com • ticketmaster.com  
800-982-2787 • Opera House & Fisher Theatre box offices 

313-872-1000 • Groups (12+): Groups@BroadwayInDetroit.com 
or 313-871-1132 •  7:30PM Jan. 27

c a meron m ack intosh’s
spectacul ar new production

of

a ndrew lloyd webber’s

120618

SHOP & DINE IN THE VILLAGE

A Lilly Pulitzer Signature Store

17131 Kercheval Avenue
(313) 882 - 7256

Mon - Fri 10am - 6pm
Sat. 10am - 5:30pm
Sunday noon - 4pm

Aff ordable Luxury

664 St. Clair
(313) 438-5050

Mon. - Sat. 9am - 9pm
Sunday 10am - 6pm

Celebrate Everything

17125 Kercheval Avenue
(313) 887 - 1774

Mon. - Sat. 10am - 6pm
Sunday - Noon - 4pm

A Finer Diner

630 St. Clair
(313) 884- 6810

Mon. Sat. 7am - 8pm
Sunday 8am - 3pm

Artisanal eyewear
Comprehensive medical Eyecare

17135 Kercheval Avenue
(313) 473 - 9339

Tue. - Fri. 9am - 5pm
Saturday 9am - 2pm

17110 Kercheval Avenue
(313) 571-3044

Mon. - Sat. 10am - 6pm
Sunday - Noon - 4pm

Stylish Gift s She’ll Love

The League Shop
Gift s of Distinction

16847 Kercheval Avenue 
(313) 882 - 6880

Mon. Tue. Wed. Fri. Sat.
10am-5:30pm

Thursday 10am-7pm
Sunday 12pm-5pm

Koi Nu Asian

17043 Kercheval Avenue
(313) 922-4760

Mon - Sat. 11:30am - 10pm
Sunday 3pm - 9pm

Fine quality art prints, photo 
enlargements & graphic services

17005 Kercheval Avenue
(313) 884-8105

Tue. - Fri. 10am - 6pm
Sat. 10am - 4pm

120618

Cousins Sheila Taylor 
and Meghan Josefosky 
are celebra� ng another 
wonderful year of health 
and prosperity! This 
dynamic duo have thrived 

in a business that has stood the test of � me. 
They have been serving the Grosse Pointe 
communi� es for 
almost 27 years. They 
have seen customers 
and employees come 
and go, but they 
always return... for 
a visit. At this � me 
of year and always, 
they feel very grateful 
for the con� nued 
love and support they receive from their 
customers, neighbors and community. Sheila 
and Meghan love tradi� ons, so if you haven’t 
started a tradi� on of celebra� ng the holidays 
at SideStreet diner, there is no be� er � me 
than now. For breakfast, lunch or dinner, they 
are a des� na� on restaurant, to� ng old � me 
favorites with new age fl air. The SideStreet 
diner is off ering a $5.00 card, to use yourself 
or give as a gi� , with any gi�  card purchase 
of $25.00 or more. The diner is decorated for 
the holiday season and they will be serving 
Mimosa‘s and a variety of Eggs Benedicts and 

many other homemade specials. These ladies 
have a story for every dish they serve! As 
Sheila likes to say, “We roast our own turkey, 
bake our own ham, boil and press our own 
corned beef and make real mashed potatoes. 
We are really cooking here!” And don’t forget, 
Sweet Li� le Sheila’s desserts are served at 
the SideStreet diner! Their second loca� on, 

Sweet Li� le Sheila’s, 
around the corner 
at 17116 Kercheval, 
off ers a larger 
selec� on of sweets 
and treats! They are 
taking orders for your 
holiday desserts, like 
their lovely Buche 
Noel Cake, pies and 

Christmas theme cupcakes. 
SideStreet diner off ers catering, carry out 
and have 
partnered 
with Door 
D a s h 
d e l i v e r y 
s e r v i c e . 
C h e c k 
them out 
on Facebook, Twi� er or Instagram.
Open from 7am to 8pm Monday - Saturday
and 8am to 3pm on Sunday

630 St. Clair • In-The-Village • 313.884.6810

18666 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Farms
CARRY-
OUTS

CARRY-
OUTS

CARRY-
OUTS

CARRY-
OUTS313-881-5675

120618

HOME OF THE
ORIGINAL BAR BURGER

GRILL OPEN DAILY UNTIL 1AM

KENNEDY’S

1/3 lb. Ground Round,
Grilled Chicken

or Fish Sandwich

Pop, Bud Light 
or Labatt

Swiss Cheese Peppers & Onions

with
Fries

$1095
$695

 Includes Fries
  & Beverage

ONLY

Philly
Cheese
Steak

Fan Favorite

With this ad. Some restrictions may apply. Ask your server for details.

IN THE PARK

HALF OFF

  313-821-2433 TUESDAY-THURSDAY 5 -9
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 5 -10

Available to host your Private Parties

120618

50% OFFBuy One Regular Priced 
Entrée and Receive Any 
Regular Priced Entrée...
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preparation for her presi-
dency of  Tuesday 
Musicale of Detroit.”

As president and pro-
grams coordinator, 
Winter is responsible for 
arranging 10 concerts 
per year, as well as two 
Artist of the Year con-
certs — one adult and 
one youth.

“Her background is 
excellent for that which 
she is devoting her entire 
energy to,” Eric Winter 
said.

Tuesday Musicale also 
sponsors a Student 

League, which provides 
concert experiences and 
awards to young musi-
cians.

Recently, three funds 
were established by 
Mary Levack Quick to 
honor students for wind, 
piano, string and voice 
talents. The Dina Soresi 
Winter Fund among them 
honors young singers.

“I’m very proud of our 
youngsters,” Winter 
said.

In October, Winter’s 
tireless efforts were rec-
ognized by Sen. Coleman 
A. Young II, Michigan 
1st District, with a proc-
lamation affirming her 
“a phenomenal woman 
of musical artistry and 
excellence.”

Continued from page 3B
ENCORE:

Dina Winter 
stands with 
performers 
from the 
University of 
Louisville, 
Kentucky, 
School of 
Music and 
Michigan 
Opera Theatre 
during Tuesday 
Musicale’s op-
era concert at 
St. Clare of 
Montefalco in 
April.

PHOTO COURTESY 
OF ERIC WINTER

Do you know someone who is breaking the stereo-
types of aging? We are looking for individuals who 
are doing any number of things that previously were 
not associated with people 60 or older. Have a sug-
gestion? Call or email Jody McVeigh at (313) 343-
5590 or jmcveigh@grossepointenews.com.

Q: My husband has 
long had an alcohol 
problem. He drank 
nightly, but always man-
aged not to let it affect 
his job. This has 
changed. He recently 
lost the job he held for 
15 years. He’d been 
keeping a flask in his 
desk and was nipping at 
it throughout the day. 
One thing led to another 
and he lost a major cli-
ent. He has agreed to get 
treatment. I’ve been 
online checking out 
clearinghouses to help 
fi nd a treatment center. 
I’m just not sure if one is 

better than another. I 
thought you could point 
me in the right direc-
tion.

A: Clearinghouses are 
in the business of making 
money and often do so in 
terrifically unethical 
ways. For instance, there 
are treatment centers 
that pay tens of thou-
sands of dollars a month 
to buy referrals. So, when 
you call, they aren’t inter-
ested in what’s best for 
your husband, rather 
they are interested in 
which of their paying cli-
ents is due a patient. Our 
website lists reputable 

treatment centers in dif-
ferent price ranges. Start 
there: lovefi rst.net. If you 
have a question about 
any of the treatment pro-
grams, feel free to give us 
a call. We are knowledge-
able about the statewide 
and national treatment 
landscape.

Jeff and Debra Jay of 
Grosse Pointe Farms 
have helped families 
overcome addiction more 
than 30 years. Their best-
selling book, “Love First,” 
is a standard in the fi eld 
of recovery. Visit lovefi rst.
net.

Finding a reputable treatment center
D E A R  J E F F  A N D  D E B R A

The Association of 
F u n d r a i s i n g 
Professionals of Greater 
D e t r o i t  r e c e n t l y 
announced its 2018 
P h i l a n t h r o p y 
Distinguished Volunteer 
Award recipients, who 
were honored at the 
National Philanthropy 
Day Dinner last month.

Awardees are selected 
based on their philan-

thropic contributions 
and commitment to 
enhancing southeast 
Michigan. 

The Greater Detroit 
chapter honored eight 
major award recipients, 
a s  w e l l  a s  7 1 
D i s t i n g u i s h e d 
Vo l u n t e e r s ,  w h i c h 
included the following 
Grosse Pointe residents:

Denise Asker, Walsh 

College
Peter and Camille 

Cracchiolo, Ascension 
St. John Foundation

Greg and Phyll is 
DeMars, Ascension St. 
John Foundation

Julia Hoffmann, The 
Holley Institute

Kathy  Kosmatka , 
Walsh College

Edward J. Russell III, 
Beaumont Health.

Pointers honored for volunteer services



Ruth Matilda 
Bandlow

Ruth Matilda Bandlow 
passed away Friday, Nov. 
30, 2018. She was 94.

Born Jan. 8, 1924, in 
Detroit, she was prede-
ceased by her husband of 
53 years, Marlynn, and 
her grandparents, Frank 
and Frieda Keusch, who 
raised her after the loss 
of her parents. She lived 
more than 20 years in 
Grosse Pointe Woods 
before moving to Torch 
Lake.

Ruth is survived by her 
c h i l d r e n ,  R i c h a r d 
Bandlow (Diane), Sharon 
Bandlow, and Cheryl  
Tobin (Tom).

A lifelong Lutheran, 
Ruth was devoted to her 
children; eight grandchil-
dren, Jason, Jennifer, 
David, Laurel, Ashley, 
Colley, Alison and 
Sawyer; as well as her 
two great-grandchildren, 
Elizabeth and Miles. She 
will be dearly missed by 
those who knew her.

Memorial services will 
be announced in the 
spring.

Donations may be 
made to the Samaritas 
Senior Living of Traverse 
City at samaritas.org/
Senior-Living; designate 
Activities.

Share a memory at 
lifestorytc.com.

Charles Frederick 
Daas

Charles Frederick 
Daas, 54, died Tuesday, 
Nov. 27, 2018, in Norfolk, 
Va., after a long illness. 

A 1983 graduate of 
Grosse Pointe South 
High School, Charles 
earned a Bachelor of Arts 
d e g r e e  f r o m  t h e 
University of Michigan 
and a Master of Arts 
degree in urban planning 
from the University of 
Illinois, Chicago.

As a Chicago resident, 
Charles enjoyed a long 
and successful career in 
education and urban 
planning. A champion of 
affordable housing, 
Charles never tired in his 
quest to re-invigorate 
neighborhoods through 
single home ownership 
and community develop-
ment.

His enthusiasm for 
making the world a bet-
ter place was boundless. 
Charles found a platform 
to spread his vision as 
adjunct faculty at the 
University of Illinois, 
Chicago. In recognition 
of his accomplishments 
in education, Charles 
received the Silver Circle 
Award, an honor given 
only to the university’s 
best teachers.

Charles leaves behind a 
host of affectionate 
friends who will continue 
to cherish his memory as 
a generous companion, 
an interested listener and 
a lively conversationalist. 
Charles is survived by his 
mother, Mary; sister, 
Martha; former wife, 
Heather Foote, and sons, 
Griffi n, 11 and Spencer, 8.

A memorial service to 
celebrate his life will be 1 
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 8, at 
St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, 201 St. Paul’s 
Blvd., Norfolk.

In lieu of fl owers, dona-
tions may be made in his 
memory to Ravenswood 
Community Services, 
4550 N. Hermitage Ave., 
Chicago, IL 60640 or 
online at ravenswood
communityservices.org.

Jon Huffman
Clark

Jon Huffman Clark, 
passed away Friday, Nov. 
30, 2018.

A memorial service will 
be 11 a.m. Friday, Dec. 7, 
at Christ Church Detroit, 
960 E. Jefferson, Detroit. 

Emmet Eugene 
Tracy Jr.

Emmet Eugene Tracy 
Jr., 85, Detroit business 
and community leader, 
devoted husband and pas-
sionate supporter of 
youth hockey, passed 
away peacefully Saturday, 
Nov. 24, 2018, at his home 
surrounded by his family.

He was born May 1, 
1933, in Detroit, to 
Frances (nee Carney) and 
Emmet Tracy and lived 
the majority of his life in 
Grosse Pointe Farms with 
his wife of 47 years, 
Marilyn “Mickey” Hallett 
Tracy. He was the loving 
father of Tiffany Pierce 
Tracy Klaasen (Daniel), 
Emmet Eugene Tracy III 
(Tripp), Landon Lawrence 
Tracy (Christine nee 
Fikany) and Timothy 
Hallett Tracy. He was the 
proud grandfather or 
“King” of grandchildren, 
Maxwell Hallett, Fletcher 
Carney and Annabel 
Tracy Klaasen and Eloise 
Cynthia and Landon 
Frances Tracy.

Mr. Tracy attended St. 
Paul’s grade school in 
Grosse Pointe Farms, the 
University of Detroit 
Jesuit High School in 
Detroit and the College 
of the Holy Cross in 
Worcester, Mass., before 
earning his law degree 
from the University of 
Michigan in 1958. He 
practiced law for the 
National Bank of Detroit 
and later became a co-
founding partner of 
Fenton, Nederlander, 
Tracy and Dodge.

During this period, he 
exhibited a keen interest 
in politics, advising 
numerous local cam-
paigns as well as serving 
as special counselor to 
Michigan governors 
George Romney and 
William Milliken.

In 1971, he married 
Marilyn “Mickey” Hallett, 
who encouraged by her 
mother-in-law, urged Mr. 
Tracy to leave law and 
join his father in the fam-
ily business. In 1975, she 
succeeded, and he began 
working full-time as 
executive vice president 
for Genuine Parts 
Distributors, an automo-
tive parts remanufactur-
ing  bus iness .  He 
succeeded his father as 
president in 1992. During 
his tenure at GPD, Mr. 
Tracy helped grow the 
company from a local 
distributor to a nationally 
recognized remanufac-
turer. His adherence to 
quality was refl ected not 
only in the company’s 
auto parts, but also in the 

prized annual GPD golf 
outing along with the 
hugely successful GPD 
youth hockey organiza-
tion, which he oversaw 
and sponsored. In the 
span of 15 years, its 
teams produced two and 
a half dozen future NHL 
players, two Stanley Cup 
Champions, one Stanley-
Cup winning captain, as 
well as creating the 
opportunity for countless 
others to eventually play 
college and major junior 
league hockey.

Mr. Tracy also served 
as vice president for Alma 
Products Co., a clutch 
and distributor manufac-
turer from 1975 through 
to its sale in 1996.

In his community, Mr. 
Tracy exhibited leader-
ship in several organiza-
tions. He served on the 
D e t r o i t  L i b r a r y 
Commission for 17 years 
and as the president of 
that body on three differ-
ent occasions. For 15 
years, he also served as a 
vice chairman of the 
annual S.O.C.K. Dinner 
of the Capuchin Guild 
benefiting the soup 
kitchen. Mr. Tracy also 
was a former commis-
sioner of the Michigan 
Bar Association and pres-
ident of the Holy Cross 
Club of Michigan. He was 
a member and past chair-
man of The Grosse Pointe 
Club in addition to being 
a member of the Bayview 
Yacht Club and Detroit 
Athletic Club. The Tracys 
had homes in Harbor 
Springs and Palm Beach, 
Fla. In Harbor Springs, 
Mr. Tracy was a member 
of Little Harbor Club; in 
Palm Beach, he was a 
member of both the Bath 
and Tennis Club and 
Everglades Club.

Mr. Tracy attended 
Mass regularly and loved 
to sing loudly in church 
— despite not having the 
greatest singing voice. A 
member of St. Paul on 
the Lake Catholic Church 
since 1971 as well as St. 
Edward’s parish in Palm 
Beach and the Holy 
Childhood of Jesus 
Church in Harbor 
Springs, he was invested 
as a Knight of Magistral 
Grace in the Sovereign 
Military Order of Malta 
(Knights of Malta) and 
served on the board of 
Catholic Social Services 
of Wayne County for 
eight years, the last as its 
president. His legacy to 
his family will be that of 
a man who was generous 
to a fault, who acted with 
charity yet never sought 
credit, and whose abid-
ing love for his wife and 
family was matched only 
by a profound sense of 
decency and honor from 
which he never strayed.

A funeral Mass was 
held Nov. 29 at St. Paul 
on the Lake Catholic 
Church, Grosse Pointe 
Farms.

The family suggests 
memorials to Monastery 
of St. Therese (Discalced 
C a r m e l i t e  N u n s - 
Archdiocese of Detroit), 
35750 Moravian, Clinton 
Township, MI 48035; 
Sacred Heart Major 
Seminary at smhs.edu; 
Pope Francis Center at 
popefranciscenter.org; or 
Guest House at guest
house.org.

Richard Clayton 
Cook

Former Grosse Pointe 
resident Richard Clayton 
Cook, 60, died Saturday, 
Nov. 24, 2018, of natural 
causes ,  in  Mount 
Clemens.

Born April 2, 1958, 
Richard graduated from 
Grosse Pointe South 
High School and earned 
a master’s degree in 
geography from Wayne 
State University. A kind-
hearted and generous 
man, Richard loved his 
family, travel, the Detroit 
Lions, opera, philosophy, 
art and his cat, Henri. In 
spite of early onset 
Parkinson’s disease and 
addit ional  complex 
health problems, Richard 
maintained a positive 
outlook and interest in 
the world around him.

Richard was prede-
ceased by his father, 
William L. Cook; mother, 
Edith Geer and stepfa-
ther, William N. Geer 
D.D.S. He is survived by 
his sister, Laura McCourt 
(the late Bill); brother, Joe 
Cook (Mary Lou), a niece, 
nephew and cousins.

Richard’s life will be 
celebrated privately by 
his family.

Donations in his mem-
ory may be made to the 
Salvation Army at salva
tionarmyusa.org or an 
animal adoption organi-
zation of the donor’s 
choosing.

Joy Busby Baker
Joy Busby Baker 

(Pekarek), 79, resident of 
the Lakeshore Senior 
Living Community in St. 
Clair Shores, passed 
away Monday, Nov. 12, 
2018, at LakePointe 
Senior Care & Rehab 
Center, Clinton Township.

Born Sept. 4, 1939, in 
Bainbridge, Ga., to Verlin 
W. and Bernice Gay Busby, 
Joy graduated from 
Bainbridge High School 
in 1957. She attended 
North Georgia College, 
earning a Bachelor of 
Science degree in busi-
ness in 1961.

On April 13, 1961, Joy 
married Bert Edward 
Baker (Pekarek). Bert 
and Joy raised three chil-
dren while moving 
around the United States 
as an Air Force family. In 
1978 they settled in 
Grosse Pointe Shores.

Joy furthered her edu-
cation at Wayne State 

University, earning a 
Master of Arts degree in 
secondary education in 
1986 and Master of Social 
Work degree in 1988. 
After four years as an 
outpatient therapist, Joy 
opened a private psycho-
therapy practice, Shores 
Counseling, in St. Clair 
Shores in 1992.

She was predeceased 
by her husband, Bert and 
great-granddaughter, 
Milan Richmond.

Joy is survived by her 
children and their fami-
lies: Bert E. Baker Jr. 
(Lisa) — Michelle, 
S a m a n t h a ,  A d a m 
(Lauren and Lincoln) and 
Brandon; Jonathon S. 
Baker — Brooke and 
Nicolas; Kerry G. Baker-
Relf (Graham) — Oliver 
and Caroline.

A celebration of Joy’s 
life will be noon Friday, 
Dec. 14, at Grosse Pointe 
U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t 
Church, 211 Moross, 
Grosse Pointe Farms. 
The family will receive 
friends at the church 
beginning at 11 a.m.

Share a memory at
cremationmichigan.com.

Leo “Jerry”
Howe III

Former Grosse Pointe 
Woods resident Leo 
“Jerry” Howe III, 72, of 
Lachine, passed away 
Monday, Nov. 26, 2018, at 
MidMichigan Medical 
Center–Alpena.

Born Oct. 13, 1946, in 
Detroit, to Eleonora (nee 
VanLoon) and Leo Howe 
Jr., Jerry served in the 
U.S. Marine Corps. He 
worked with Howe-
Martz Glass Co., once the 
oldest family glass busi-
ness in Detroit dating 
back to 1915 and started 
by Jerry’s grandfather, 
Leo Howe Sr. Later, Jerry 
worked for and retired 
from Wahler Automotive 
in 2014. On Nov. 18, 
1994, he married his lov-
ing and caring wife, Pearl 
E. Manning.

Jerry was an active 
horseback rider both at 
home and around the 
world. He also was an 
active member for many 
years at the Detroit 
Athletic Club, where he 
was an avid bowler. He 
enjoyed skiing, sailing, 
flying, woodworking, 
welding and working in 
his shop in Alpena along-
side his German shep-
herd.

Jerry is survived by his 
loving wife of 24 years, 
Pearl; daughter, Tracy 
Howe Kraft (Peter); 
grandchildren, Taylor, 
Macallan, Hunter and 
Ryder who all live in both 
Frenchtown, N.J., and 

Wellington, Fla.
He also is survived by 

his sisters, Judy Gilbert 
(Art) and Carol Burgess 
(Mike); brothers, Michael 
Howe (Ann) and James 
Howe (Robin) and many 
nieces and nephews.

In addition to his par-
ents, Jerry was prede-
ceased by his brother, 
William “Bill” Howe.

Per his wishes, Jerry’s 
body was donated to the 
University of Michigan 
anatomical donations 
program.

A memorial service will 
take place 5 p.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 8, at Community of 
Christ Church, 12990 
Atkinson Road, Lachine. 
Visitation begins at 2 p.m.

Donations may be 
made to the Huron 
Humane Society of 
Alpena, 3510 Woodward 
Ave., Alpena, MI 49707.

Arrangements were 
handled by the Bannan 
Funeral Home, Alpena.

Camille S. 
Peterson

Former Grosse Pointe 
Park resident Camille S. 
Peterson, 85,  died 
Thursday, Nov. 29, 2018, 
at The Silverado in 
Morton Grove, Ill.

Born Jan. 11, 1933, in 
Detroit ,  to George 
Schooff and Harriet 
Retzlaff, Camille earned 
a bachelor’s degree and 
worked as an offi ce man-
ager in the health care 
industry before retiring.

Camille was the first 
woman elected to the 
Grosse Pointe Park City 
Council, past president of 
the PTO at Maire 
Elementary School, a 
Life Master bridge player 
and a longtime member 
of Sweet Adelines.

Camille is survived by 
her husband, Robert J.; 
sons, Drew (Cyndi), 
Robert Jr. (Suzanne), 
Jeffrey and Bradford 
(Kirsten); daughter, 
Jennifer Kalas (Michael); 
14 grandchildren; sisters, 
Carol Zeiter (Henry) and 
Judy Shroyer (Rodney) 
and brother, Kenneth 
Schooff (Betsy).

She was predeceased 
by her parents.

A memorial service will 
be 10 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 
5, 2019, at St. Peter 
Catholic Church, 8100 
Niles Center Road, 
Skokie, Ill.

Mrs. Peterson’s inurn-
ment will take place 
spring 2019 at St. Paul on 
the Lake Catholic Church, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

Donations may be 
made to Catholic Relief 
Serv i ces ,  228  W. 
Lexington St., Baltimore, 
MD 21201 or at crs.org. 
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OBITUARIES
Obituary notices are purchased and often prewritten by family or friends. While 
we try to run obituaries as submitted, we nevertheless reserve the right to edit for 
accuracy, style and length.

Camille S. PetersonLeo “Jerry” Howe III

Charles Frederick Daas Richard Clayton CookEmmet Eugene Tracy Jr.

Joy Busby Baker
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CHURCH EVENTS
St. Michael’s

St. Michael’s Episcopal Church, 
20475 Sunningdale Park, Grosse 
Pointe Woods, presents its eighth 
annual “Sweet Noels” holiday bake 
sale 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 8. 
Members of the church sell homemade 
candies, cookies, baked goods and 
other treats. The same time, shoppers 
are invited to visit The Little Thrift 
Shop and Christmas Boutique, which 
will be open throughout Sweet Noels. 
The Mack entrance to the church’s 
parking lot is between the CVS parking 
lot and the Parcells playing fi elds, just 
south of Vernier. From the parking lot, 
visitors should use the entrance under 
the long, covered walkway.

First English
First English Evangelical Lutheran 

Church, 800 Vernier, Grosse Pointe 
Woods, hosts Christmas Music Sunday 
at 10 a.m. Sunday, Dec. 9. The Good 
News Singers perform music, featur-
ing the works of composer Dan Forrest 
and accompanied by strings, percus-
sion and piano conducted by Nate 
Judson. A reception following the per-
formance honors organist and choir 
director Robert Foster, who celebrates 
35 years of service to First English as 

its coordinator of music.
The church hosts its annual 

Christmas Cookie Walk after its 9:30 
and 11 a.m. services Sunday, Dec. 16. 
Assortments cost $5 per pound.

The church welcomes The Motor 
City Chorale 7:30 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 
16, as it presents “A Holiday Concert.”

St. James
The St. James Book Club meets 6:30 

p.m. Monday, Dec. 17, in the church’s 
gathering space, 170 McMillan, Grosse 
Pointe Farms, to discuss the book “The 
Boy on the Wooden Box” by Leon 
Leyson. All are welcome.

St. James Lutheran Church, 170 
McMillan, Grosse Pointe Farms, holds 
a service of Lessons and Carols at 
10:15 a.m. Sunday, Dec. 30, in the sanc-
tuary.

United Methodist
The annual Grosse Pointe United 

Methodist Church Cookie Mart takes 
place 10 a.m. to noon Saturday, Dec. 8. 
This holiday tradition features thou-
sands of homemade cookies and other 
treats. Proceeds support the mission 
work of United Methodist Women. The 
church is located at 211 Moross, Grosse 
Pointe Farms.

The Grosse Pointe 
Symphony presents its 
annual holiday concert at 
3 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 9, at 
Our Lady Star of the Sea 
Catholic Church, 467 
Fairford, Grosse Pointe 
Woods.

The concert includes 
s e l e c t i o n s  f r o m 
“Messiah,” featuring 
soprano Alice McAllister-
Tillman. Another feature 
of the concert is cellist 
Alexander Shier, winner 
of the 2018 Nester 
Scholarship, who plays 
the fi rst movement of the 
Dvorak cello concerto.

Shier, 16, of Beverly 
Hills, Mich., is a classical 
music enthusiast who 
began playing cello six 
years ago. Recently 
enrolled as a junior at 
I n t e r l o c h e n  A r t s 
Academy, his private 
teachers are Dr. Patrick 
Owen, instructor of cello 
at the Academy; Paul 
Wingert of the Detroit 
Symphony Orchestra; 
and Brandon Cota of the 
Michigan Philharmonic.

Shier is an active mem-
ber of the Interlochen 
Arts Academy Orchestra. 
Concurrent member-
ships have been with the 
Detroit Symphony Youth 
Orchestra, DSYO Jarvi 
Quintet, Michigan Youth 
Symphony Orchestra, 
D e a r b o r n  Yo u t h 
Symphony, Birmingham 
Groves High School 
Symphony Orchestra 
and  the  Tuesday 
Musicale of Detroit 
Student League.

Shier won the 2014 
D e a r b o r n  Yo u t h 
Symphony String Solo 
Competition, 2017 DYS 
Concerto Competition, 
2 0 1 7  B i r m i n g h a m 
Musicale Jean Hohmeyer 
String Award and 2018 
Louis Potter Cello 
Compet i t ion - Jun ior 
Division. Recently, he 
achieved a perfect score 
at the 2018 Michigan 

School Band 
and Orchestra 
Association 
State Solo 
a n d  E n -
semble; par-
ticipated in 
t h e  2 0 1 8 
MSBOA All-
State High 
S c h o o l 
Orchestra as 
M i c h i g a n’ s 
h i g h e s t -
ranked 10th 
grade Al l -
S t a t e  O r-
chestra cel-
list; and was a 
2018 MSBOA 
M i c h i g a n 
Youth Arts 
F e s t i v a l -
N o m i n a t e d 
Outstanding 
Soloist and 
H o n o r s 
Orchestra cel-
list.

Beyond his 
passion for 
c e l l o  a n d 
c h a m b e r 
music, Shier 
enjoys listen-
ing to classi-
cal  music, 
conducting, 
cycling, read-
ing novels 
and spending 
t i m e  w i t h 
family and friends.

McAllister-Tillman is 
known for her ability to 
perform a diverse range 
of literature spanning 
many genres.  She 
attended the University 
of Michigan School of 
Music where she studied 
voice performance with 
Dr. Willis C. Patterson 
and earned Bachelor of 
Music and Master of 
M u s i c  i n  Vo i c e 
Performance degrees. 
She also completed 
course work leading to a 
State of Michigan 
Teacher Certifi cation.

While maintaining a 
highly visible perfor-

mance career, McAllister-
Tillman has been a vocal 
music educator at every 
level including kinder-
garten through post-
graduate studies. Her 
ensembles have consis-
tently earned excellent 
ratings and her students 
frequently are accepted 
into some of Michigan’s 
most prestigious ensem-
bles.

Tickets for the Dec. 9 
performance are $20 for 
adults, $15 for seniors, 
free for students in high 
school and younger. 
Tickets may be pur-
chased online at gpsym
phony.org or at the door.

Symphony
holiday concert 
is Dec. 9

Alexander Shier

COURTESY PHOTOS

Alice McAllister-Tillman

A monthlong book 
drive in Grosse Pointe in 
October, spearheaded by 
local  resident and 
University Liggett School 
student Matthew Lesha, 
has generated a collec-
tion of more than 6,000 
new and gently used 
children’s books to ben-
efi t Brilliant Detroit fam-
ilies.

“The response to the 
drive was overwhelming 
and we far exceeded our 
collection goal of 1,000 
books,” Lesha said. 
“Delivering three car-
loads of books made me 
feel a real sense of 
accomplishment. I know 
these books will greatly 
change the lives of the 
children and families 
Brilliant Detroit serves.”

Brilliant Detroit, with 
which Lesha volunteers, 
“is dedicated to building 
kid success families and 

neighborhoods where 
families with children 
0-8 have what they need 
to be school ready, 
healthy and stable,” its 
mission states. “We do 
this by providing proven 
programming and sup-
port year round out of 
Brilliant Detroit homes 
in high-need neighbor-
hoods.”

An avid reader since 
grade school, Lesha 
organized the book drive 
after he became aware of 
alarming statistics on 
U.S. literacy. He knew he 
had to do something to 
make a difference, so he 
mobilized his local com-
munity.

“I could not have 
accomplished this with-
out the generous support 
of so many,” Lesha said. 
“Thank you to Our Lady 
Star of the Sea Church, 
St. Paul on the Lake 

C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h , 
University Liggett School 
and the Grosse Pointe 
Shores city offi ces, which 
also served as collection 
sites.”

“Matthew is a young 
man on a mission for 
good. He is the hope of 
our future and we are so 
thrilled that his passion 
and purpose will bring 
reading at home to so 
many kids. We are 
blessed,” said Cindy 
Eggleton, co-founder 
and CEO of Brilliant 
Detroit.

Lesha hopes the book 
drive created an aware-
ness of the literacy cri-
sis. 

“Although we made 
great progress in the 
month of October, there 
are still so many Detroit 
children who need 
books,” he said. “Please 
continue to give.”

Student collects 6,000-plus 
books for Brilliant Detroit

celebrate
    CHRISTMAS
Crosspointe Christian Church
Sundays at 9:30am & 11:00am

Christmas Eve Candlelight
Service at 6:00pm

www.YourC3.org

120618

Worship Sunday
at 10:00 am

Rev. Richard Yeager-Stiver
An Open & Affi rming Church
240 Chalfonte G.P. Farms

313-884-3075
www.gpcong.org

Grosse Pointe
Congregational

Church
(United Church of Christ )

800 Vernier Road (Corner of Wedgewood)

(313) 884-5040

Rev. Sean Motley, Senior Pastor
~ “Go Make Disciples” ~

www.feelc.org

FIRST ENGLISH EVANGELICAL
   LUTHERAN CHURCH

9:30am - Early Worship with Holy Communion
9:30am - Spark Church
11:00am - Late Worship with Holy Communion

15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park, 
Michigan 48230-1302

Ambrose
Saint

Catholic Church

Masses
Saturday Vigil — 4:00 p.m.
Sunday — 8:30 and 11:15 a.m.

Grosse Pointe
UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH

Rev. Dr. Ray McGee
Rev. Keith Lenard, Jr.

      An Offi cial Welcoming Congregation
211 Moross Rd.

Grosse Pointe Farms
886-2363

SUNDAY WORSHIP
9:30 am

CHURCH SCHOOL
9:45 am 4 yrs. - 5th Grade

11:00 am Adult Sunday School

Nursery & Toddler Care Provided

SUNDAY
8:15 & 10:45 a.m. - Worship Service

9:30 a.m. - Bible Study
10:45 a.m. - Sunday School

MONDAY
7 p.m. - Worship Service

2nd & 4th Monday of the Month
WEDNESDAY
10 a.m. - Bible Study

Randy S. Boelter, Pastor
Making New Disciples-
Building Stronger Ones

Christ the King
Lutheran Church

and Preschool
Mack at Lochmoor • 884-5090

www.christthekinggp.org

Sharing Godʼs grace through Christ, 
we love, pray, rejoice and serve.

All are welcome!

Sunday
Schedule

9:30 am Worship/Holy Communion
10:45 am Christian Education 

For All Ages!
www.stpaulgp.org
375 Lothrop at Chalfonte

Grosse Pointe Farms
313.881.6670

The Rev. Justin Dittrich

170 McMillan Road 
Grosse Pointe Farms

313.884.0511
www.stjamesgp.org

Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

The Rev. Denise M. Grant

An inclusive community
celebrating God’s grace through
Worship, Service and Hospitality

Sunday 
Holy Eucharist 

10:15 a.m. 

St. Michael’s Episcopal Church

Sunday worship at 8 and 10:30 a.m.
20475 Sunningdale Park @ Mack and Vernier

Near CVS and Parcells Middle School
(313) 884-4820            www.stmichaelsgpw.org 

We share the light of Christ by actively loving 
and serving our neighbors in the world.
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PLACES & FACES

COURTESY PHOTO

From left, Robert A. Babinski, The Most Rev. Allen H. Vigneron and Grosse 
Pointe Farms resident Barbara M. Fisher during Guest House’s 60th 
Anniversary Bishop’s Dinner at the Cathedral of the Most Blessed Sacrament, 
where Fisher was awarded the Sister Letitia Close, BVM, Award.

Casey Wizner of 
Grosse Pointe Farms 
recent ly  began  a 
10-month term of service 
in the National Civilian 
Community Corps, an 
AmeriCorps program.

Founded in 1994, the 
corps is a residential 
national service program 
that supports disaster 
relief, the environment, 
infrastructure improve-
ment, energy conserva-
tion and urban and rural 
development.

Wizner arrived in 
Denver in mid-October 
to begin training, which 
emphasizes teamwork, 
leadership development, 

communication, safety 
and project preparation.

As a corps member, 
Wizner will be responsi-
ble for completing a 
series of six- to 12-week-
long service projects as 
part of a 10- to 12-person 
team. Her first service 
project ends mid-Decem-
ber, at which time her 
team will break for the 
winter holidays and 
begin a new project in a 
new location in January.

Before joining the 
corps, Wizner attended 
Grosse Pointe South 
High School and Yale 
University, from which 
she graduated in 2017 

with a degree in molecu-
lar, cellular and develop-
mental biology.

“I chose to serve 
because community ser-
vice has always been an 
integral part of my life,” 
Wizner said. “After nine 
years as a competitive 
rower, I knew I loved 
working on a team and 
challenging myself daily. 
I am thrilled that serving 
with AmeriCorps NCCC 
will allow me to further 
these passions while 
traveling around the 
southwest region of the 
United States.”

Wizner is the daughter 
of Ed and Leslie Wizner.

Wizner to serve in AmeriCorps program

120618

20043 Mack Ave. • Grosse Pointe Woods
313.884.9100

www.ferraraderm.com

*Restrictions may apply. Expires December 31, 2018

Our Gifts
To You
This
Holiday 
Season!

Our Gift to YOU!

FREE*

JUVÉDERM
VOLLURE

 Buy two
Juvéderm Voluma

and get a

$100
OFF*

One Syringe of

JUVÉDERM
VOLLURE

$50 OFF*
Any one Syringe

of FILLER and
$125 OFF*
Any Two Syringes

of FILLERS

 BOTOX $11* *Per unit.
Minimum
25 units

EXPIRES DECEMBER 14, 2018

The InvisiLift Face Mask gives your skin a smoother, youthful and glowing look in just 
one application - perfect before a big night and in between HydraFacial treatments!

All injections MUST be done by 12/31/2018

All injections done at the same appt. 
and must be done by 12/31/18

BUY A PACKAGE OF THREE HYDRAFACIALS, GET A FREE

INVIS IL IFT  FACE MASK

WAYNE COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT

Wishing You and Your Family a
Season of Peace and Happiness!

19305 Vernier Rd., Harper Woods, MI 48225
313-962-7150  • WWW.WCCCD.EDU

SPRING SEMESTER CLASSES START MONDAY, JANUARY 14, 2019

120618
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Season starts
North, South and Liggett boys
hoops off and running  PAGE 2C
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Ice hockey

GROSSE POINTE SOUTH GIRLS

F r e s h m a n  M o l l y 
Ryszewski is scoring 
goals like Wayne Gretzky 
in his heyday, and the 
team she plays on, 
Grosse Pointe South’s 
girls hockey squad, is 
benefi tting.

Ryszewski had six 
points on three goals and 
three assists in the Blue 
Devils’ 7-0 win over 
Northville last week.

“Molly is a great skater 
and creates on the ice,” 
head  coach  John 
Weidenbach said. “The 
line she is on with Lauren 
Benoit and Kelsie Francis 
is very explosive.”

Benoit, a junior, had a 
goal and two assists, 
against Northville as 10 
d i f f e r e n t  p l a y e r s 
recorded at least one 
point in the victory.

Senior netminder 
Madeline Kelly earned 
the win.

The following night 
was an 8-6 win over 

Farmington Hills Mercy.
Benoit had four goals, 

while Ryszewski had two 
goals and two assists, 
and Francis had four 
assists as each player 
had a four-point game.

Kelly was in net and 
had the victory.

On the third night, 
junior Emily DesNoyer 
got the nod in net as 
South beat Ann Arbor 
Skyline 8-3.

Ryszewski led the way 
with fi ve points on three 
goals and two assists. 
Francis had three points 
with one goal and two 
assists, while Benoit and 
freshman Effie Hodges 
had three assists apiece.

Other goal scorers 
were seniors Anna Mary 
Moody and Madison 
Ryszewski, freshman 
Bridget Backer and soph-
omore Veronica Van 
Rossen.

Grosse Pointe South 
improved to 3-0 in the 
Michigan Metro Girls 
High School Hockey 
League and 4-0 overall.

Blue Devils
stay perfect
By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

UNIVERSITY L IGGETT  SCHOOL GIRLS

The Knights hosted 
one of the top teams in 
the Michigan Metro Girls 
High School Hockey 
League, Farmington Hills 
Mercy.

They moved the puck 
well between the blue 
lines, but once inside the 
Marlins’ zone, they 
couldn’t get a quality 
shot on net in an even-
tual 3-0 defeat.

Junior Evie Bournias 
stopped 21 of 24 shots, 
and the offense was led 
by  underc lassmen 
Gabrielle Anusbigian, 
Natalia Dragovic and 
Ava Jacob.

Mercy scored a goal in 
the first period, and 
added two more in the 
second to complete the 
scoring.

Later in the week, ULS 
hosted Walled Lake and 
won 5-1 as fi ve different 
players scored a goal.

In the first period, 
Dragovic scored at the 
12:15 mark, while 
Anusbigian, Jacob and 
Maisie Melican tallied in 
the second period.

Putting the finishing 
touches on the victory 
was a third-period goal 
from Annette Meraw.

Bournias earned the 
win in net as ULS 
improved to 1-1 in the 
league and 1-2 overall.

Knights win
By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

GROSSE POINTE SOUTH BOYS

The Grosse Pointe 
South boys hockey team 
earned its fi rst win of the 
season last week, beating 
visiting Macomb Dakota 
6-2.

The Blue Devi ls 
opened the scoring with 
a goal from senior 
Andrew Vyletel at the 
12:00 mark of the open-
ing period.

The Cougars tied it 
with a goal at the 4:33 
mark, and the score 
remained 1-1 after the 
fi rst period.

It was all Blue Devils in 
the second and third 
periods.

Other goal scorers 
were juniors Alex 
Stapleton, Alex Miciuda, 

Brian McKenna and Alex 
Miciuda, plus sophomore 
Dean Therriault.

Junior netminder Will 
Strickler shut them 
down.

Last weekend, South 
tied Warren De La
Salle in a Michigan 
Interscholastic Hockey 
League game at Fraser 
Hockey Arena.

The Blue Devils fell 
behind 3-1 early in the 
fi rst period, but battled 
back to fi nish in a 3-3 tie 
with the Pilots.

Vyletel, junior Adam 
Strehlke and senior  
Garrett Benoit scored.

Strickler was in net to 
help Grosse Pointe South 
improve to 1-1-1 overall 
and 0-1-1 in the Michigan 
Interscholastic Hockey 
League.

Needed points
By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

GROSSE POINTE NORTH GIRLS

Senior Clare Murphy 
recorded a hat trick last 
weekend, leading the 
Grosse Pointe North 
girls hockey team to a 
come-from-behind 3-2 
win over  v is i t ing 
P l y m o u t h - C a n t o n -
Salem.

“This was a good 
hockey game against an 
equal opponent,” head 
coach Casey Quick said. 
“We had some good per-
formances from every-
one tonight.”

Murphy scored a short-
handed goal at the 2:15 
mark of the fi rst period 
to give the Norsemen a 
1-0 lead.

The Penguins scored 
two goals in the fi nal two 
minutes of the first 
period to take the 2-1 

lead into the intermis-
sion.

Neither team scored in 
the second period. The 
Penguins had two power-
play opportunities, while 
the Norsemen had one in 
the period, but neither 
would light the lamp.

Murphy tied the game 
with a goal at the 12-min-
ute mark, and scored the 
eventual game winner 
three minutes later.

Her younger sister, 
Erin, assisted on both, 
and senior Maddie 
McIntyre had an assist 
on the fi rst tally.

Once the Norsemen 
had the one-goal lead, 
their defense didn’t allow 
the Penguins to get any 
good scoring chances. 
Seniors Bella Welke and 
Hannah Martin anchored 
the defensive effort in 
front of sophomore goal-

tender Mia Cassar.
“Mia did a nice job in 

net, and our defense was 
solid against a team with 

some good forwards,” 
Quick said.

North improved to 2-0 
overall.

By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

Murphy gets
hat trick

University Liggett 
School boys hockey head 
coach Mike Maltese and 
his coaching staff took a 
season-opening loss in 
stride.

They put their players 
through some good prac-
tices and watched plenty 
of fi lm from that game.

The Knights quickly 
fell behind 2-0 in the 
rematch last week on 
home ice, but got back 
some momentum when 
f r e s h m a n  R o c c o 
Scarfone scored with 
only 1:17 left in the open-
ing period.

The Knights used the 
shift in momentum to 
dominate the second and 
third periods to win 6-3.

The Knights scored 
two power play goals in 
the second period to take 
a 3-2 lead.

Junior Will Nicholson 
tied the game with his 
goal at the 10:12 mark, 
and they went ahead 3-2 
when senior Luke Zinn 
tallied at the 5:40 mark.

It was all Knights in 
the third period as junior 
Dakota Jones, Nicholson 
and freshman Doug 
Wood scored goals to 
give the Knights a 6-2 
advantage.

Nicholson scored on 
the power play, while 
Wood’s goal came with 
the Knights short-
handed.

Gabriel Richard scored 
with 61 seconds left to 
account for the final 
score.

Senior Danny Bowen 
had four assists and was 
a presence at both ends 
of the ice.

Senior Jake Rosenberg 
earned the win in net.

Two nights later, ULS 
hosted Brownstown 

Woodhaven in another 
Michigan Metro Hockey 
League battle.

They fell behind 2-0, 
thanks to a slew of pen-
alties, and never caught 
up in a 9-2 defeat.

Senior Dace Potas 
scored early in the third 
period, with Nicholson 
and sophomore Ryan 
Warezak netting assists, 

and Scarfone scored 
unassisted on a break-
away late in the third 
period to account for the 
Knights’ offensive out-
put.

Sophomore Grant 
Lindsay suffered the loss 
in net.

ULS is 1-2 in the 
Michigan Metro Hockey 
League.

By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

Knights beat
Pioneers

UNIVERSITY L IGGETT  SCHOOL BOYS

GROSSE POINTE NORTH BOYS

Solid
Grosse Pointe North 
goaltender Brian Clogg, 
left, made 61 saves in a 
tough 4-0 loss last week-
end to U-D Jesuit, 
ranked No. 3 in Division 
3. Head coach Joe 
Drouin and his 
Norsemen opened the 
season with four tough 
foes. After a slow start, 
they played nearly even 
in the second and third 
periods. Joe Lucido 
made a heads-up play at 
the defensive end, while 
the offense nearly 
scored late in the third 
period. North is 0-3 in 
the Michigan 
Interscholastic Hockey 
League and 0-4 overall.PHOTO BY PAUL KANIA

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Grosse Pointe North’s Clare Murphy, No. 14, scored 
a hat trick to help the Norsemen edge Plymouth-
Canton-Salem 3-2.

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

University Liggett School’s Tristan Reilly, No. 13, 
celebrates after the Knights scored a goal in a win 
over Riverview Gabriel Richard.
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Boys basketball

GROSSE POINTE SOUTH

Grosse Pointe South’s 
boys basketball team 
took to the court last 
week to open its season 
a g a i n s t  D e t r o i t 
University Prep and 
Anchor Bay.

The Blue Devils split 
the road games, losing 
75-68 to University Prep 
and beating Anchor Bay 
68-55.

“We have a relatively 
small team, so we have 
to press a little more and 
play a more up-tempo 
style to fit our roster,” 
head coach Troy Glasser 
said. “The guys practice 
hard and have a great 
attitude. I like to see that 
when I come to the court 

each day.”
The Blue Devils strug-

gled to fi nd any shooting 
rhythm in the opener, 
making less than 40 per-
cent of their field-goal 
attempts and only 11 of 
25 free throws.

The missed shots from 
the charity stripe turned 
out to be the difference 
in the outcome.

Senior Ryan Downey 
led the Blue Devils with 
24 points, followed by 
s o p h o m o r e  D a r y l 
Houston with 18 and 
freshman Will Johnson 
with 12.

The Blue Devils evened 
their record at 1-1 after 
the victory over the Tars.

“We had 17 assists to 
only nine turnovers,” 
Glasser said. “We had 

our chances to start the 
season with two wins, 
but we will take the one 
win as we have a busy 
schedule before the holi-
day break.”

Glasser’s squad put 
four players in double 
fi gures, led by Houston 
with 16 points.

Johnson fi nished with 
14 points, followed by 
Downey with 13 and 
sophomore Tommy 
Hessburg with 11.

The Blue Devils fin-
ished the week with a 
tough 55-54 road loss to 
Bloomfi eld Hills.

The Blue Devi ls 
dropped to 1-2 overall.

Grosse Pointe South 
hos ts  B i rmingham 
Seaholm at 7 p.m. Friday, 
Dec. 7.

Blue Devils start
with mixed results
By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

UNIVERSITY L IGGETT  SCHOOL

Head coach Solomon 
Spann made his debut at 
University Liggett School 
last week.

His Knights’ boys var-
sity basketball team 
dropped its opener, 
53-29, to host Plymouth 
Christian Academy, 
before coming home 
later in the week to host 
S t .  C l a i r  S h o r e s 
Lakeview.

Junior Nick Post led 

the way with 10 points 
a g a i n s t  P l y m o u t h 
Christian.

In the home opener in 
front of a full house, the 
Knights stormed back 
from a 15-point halftime 
defi cit, but lost 42-37.

The Huskies used a 
17-2 second quarter to 
build a 24-9 halftime 
lead.

However, the Knights 
battled back to cut it to 
33-26 at the end of the 
third quarter.

The Knights played 

with more energy at both 
ends of the court to get 
back in the game.

They just couldn’t get 
the big basket late in the 
game when they had 
chances to cut the defi cit 
to a single basket.

J u n i o r  N o l a n 
Ondersma led the scor-
ing with 10 points, fol-
lowed by senior Anthony 
Green with seven.

Sophomore Cameron 
Strong had six points, 
seven rebounds and two 
blocked shots.

Comeback falls shy
By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

C2SPORTS

GROSSE POINTE NORTH

Head coach Andy 
Ayrault is ready for a 
challenge in his fi rst year 
at the helm of the Grosse 
Pointe North boys bas-
ketball team.

“This year, we will be 
relearning a lot,”  Ayrault 
said. “I feel we will hit 
our stride after the new 
year and be a pretty good 
team, but it is going to 
take a little more time 
than expected consider-
ing the number of seniors 
we have.

“Even though we kept 
four new seniors, those 

players haven’t com-
peted on the varsity level 
yet. Our tough preseason 
schedule will certainly 
challenge them to get up 
to speed as fast as they 
can.”

One of those tough 
non-league competitors 
came in the Norsemen’s 
season opener last week, 
Dearborn Divine Child.

The Norsemen, play-
ing without two starters 
hurt as they lost 68-46 on 
the road.

Seniors Troy Herd led 
the way with 14 points, 
and senior Joe Ayrault 
had 13 points as the 
Norsemen fell to 0-1.

The other seniors on 
the varsity roster are 
Ryan Webb,  Joey 
Rheaume, Steven Bly, 
Sean Bly, Hunter Levick, 
Chad Lorkowski and 
Owen Martinbianco.

Juniors Keyshawn 
C o o p e r ,  D r e w 
H e n d e r s o n ,  Z a c k 
Buterakas,  George 
Graham and Cameron 
Perrino round out the 
roster.

The Norsemen com-
pete in the Macomb Area 
Conference  Whi te 
Division, along with New 
Haven, Grosse Pointe 
South, Warren Mott, 
Utica Ford and Romeo.

Give Norsemen time
By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

College signing

GROSSE POINTE SOUTH

PHOTO COURTESY OF JANE SCHMIDT

Rowing south
Grosse Pointe South senior MaryClaire Graham, seated center, recently signed 
a National Letter of Intent to compete in women’s rowing at the University of 
Miami in Florida. Joining her at the signing were, seated from left, parents Amy 
Graham and Dean Graham; and standing from left, James Scull, a friend of 
Amy; younger brother, Wells Graham; Detroit Waterfront Rowing Association 
coach Kerry Shaffer; and Dana Moir, a friend of Dean. The Hurricanes’ head 
coach is Dave Sanderson, and they are a member of the Atlantic Coast 
Conference.

GROSSE POINTE LAKERS

The Grosse Pointe 
Lakers will present the 
fourth annual Holiday 
Basketball Camp on 
Wednesday, Dec. 26, 
through Friday, Dec. 28, 
at The Grosse Pointe 
Academy, 11 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

Fundamentals taught 
are being a great team-
mate first, confidence 

with the ball, playing 
without the ball, offen-
sive concepts, individual 
defense, team defense, 
transition defense, ball 
handling, shooting, pass-
ing, cutting, screening, 
on-ball defense and 
rebounding.

The camp is $129 per 
player and for boys and 
girls in kindergarten 

through eighth grade. 
Register on-line at gplak-
ers.com. Contact camp 
directors Kevin Richards 
at (313) 244-1523 or 
Stephen Benard at (313) 
580-0351.

Make checks payable 
to Grosse Pointe Lakers, 
and mail to GP Lakers, 
1145 Berkshire, Grosse 
Pointe Park, MI 48230.

Lakers host holiday camp

12
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WINDOWS & DOORS

18554 Mack Avenue • Grosse Pointe, Michigan 48236
villagelockgp@gmail.com • 313-881-8603

110118

Village Lock

HOME REPAIR 
&

K9 Specialties

CUSTOM FITCUSTOM FIT

LEATHER & LEATHER & 
BIOTHANE BIOTHANE 
COLLARS

Biothane is 
water &
mold resistant

  TRAINING TIPS AVAILABLE
by Appointment

All Breeds Including Hunting Dogs

Both Located within Village LockB th L t d ithi VViVill LL k

Brass Name Plates • Tags • Accessories
Storm window & screen repair

Home safes, Keys & more

16
colors

t

• Tags • AcA cessories

OOLLLLAARRSOLLLLLLLAAARRS

WINTER IS COMING!!WINTER IS COMING!!

Meet
Princess Princess 

15 month old 
female German 
Shepherd/Husky 

Mix, 60lbs.  
Energetic, smart 

and playful.  

Meet
Kiley, Kiley, 

Kaylee
& Tina  Tina 

5 months old, 
black, all social & 
can be adopted 

separately.  
We do Adoptions We do Adoptions by appointmentby appointment almost every almost every
weekday at: 20048 Harper, Harper Woodsweekday at: 20048 Harper, Harper Woods

Adoption Showings

SATURDAY, 
December  8th
— 12 noon to 3pm —

Services for Older Citizens (SOC)
158 Ridge Rd. Grosse Pointe Farms

ful.  
(313) 884-1551

20048 Harper Avenue
Harper Woods

www.gpaas.org
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DIRECTORY OF SERVICES
Some classifications are not required by law to be licensed. Please check with the proper state agency to verify license.

RENTAL REAL ESTATE
700 APTS/FLATS/DUPLEX

POINTES/HARPER WOODS

ONE

700 APTS/FLATS/DUPLEX
POINTES/HARPER WOODS

700 APTS/FLATS/DUPLEX
POINTES/HARPER WOODS

700 APTS/FLATS/DUPLEX
POINTES/HARPER WOODS

700 APTS/FLATS/DUPLEX
POINTES/HARPER WOODS

702 APTS/FLATS/DUPLEX
S.C.S./MACOMB COUNTY

705 HOUSES FOR RENT
POINTES/HARPER WOODS

716 OFFICE / COMMERCIAL 
FOR RENT

721 VACATION RENTAL-FLA

(313)882-6900 ext. 1
Classifi eds

Work For You!

947 HEATING & COOLING
REPAIR

911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK

912 BUILDING / REMODELING

927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

929 DRYWALL / PLASTERING

934 FENCES

936 FLOOR SANDING /
REFINISHING

FLOOR

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

945 HANDYMAN

A

(313)237-7607
(586)215-4388
(810)908-4888

945 HANDYMAN 946 HOME SERVICES 947 HEATING & COOLING
REPAIR
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