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CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — Concerned 
parents urged city coun-
cil to continue its support 
of keeping Maire 
Elementary School open 
during the Monday, May 
20 meeting. The budget 
for fi scal year 2019-20, a 
rise in recycling rates and 
an exception to a signage 
ordinance also were vot-
ed on.

2019-20 budget
Through consideration 

of the 2019-20 budget, 
the property tax millage 
for the City has been set 
at 11.5121 mills for oper-
ations, 2.5524 mills for 
debt retirement, 2.4309 
mills for road improve-
ments and 1.7265 mills 
for solid waste. 

The voter-approved 
road millage will go 
toward road repairs. 

After reviewing the 
current fees the City 
charges, council deter-
mined an increase was 
necessary for two: the 
commercial food and 
beverage business’s gar-
bage compactor fees and 
marina well rentals. 

To be more in line with 
the cost of providing the 
service, the City raised 
food and beverage com-
pactor fees from $0.03 
per square foot to $0.0327 
per square foot, which 
will result in an esti-
mated $1,437 revenue 
increase for the city.

The City currently runs 
four compactors for res-

Rates 
on the 
rise
Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — City council 
responded to communi-
ty demand by announc-
ing it will issue a public 
statement about the pos-
sible closure of Mason 
Elementary School.

At the end of a May 20 
meeting that included 
approval of the fiscal 
budget and other agenda 
i tems,  Counci lman 
Richard Shetler Jr. 
raised a topic that domi-
nated the fi rst half of the 
council’s session. 

Many residents voiced 
their concerns that the 
Grosse Pointe Public 
School System Board of 
E d u c a t i o n  n a m e d 
Mason, a nationally rec-
ognized academic insti-
tution, among buildings 
that could close due to 
declining enrollment in 
the district. Multiple 
speakers pressed Mayor 
Robert Novitke and the 
council to state support 
for Mason in a formal 
letter.

Just before the meet-
ing’s adjournment, after 
about a dozen citizens 
had already left the ses-

Support 
for 
Mason
By Eddie B. Allen Jr.
Staff Writer

THE GROSSE POINTES 
— During town halls held 
at each school in April 
and May, Grosse Pointe 
Public School System ad-
ministrators presented 
four options to communi-

ty members. Each of 
them included adopting a 
K-4, 5-8, 9-12 grade con-
fi guration while closing 
two of four elementary 
schools — Maire or 
Trombly elementary 
school on the south end 
and Mason or Poupard el-
ementary school on the 

north end.
A new option was pro-

posed at the regular meet-
ing of the Board of 
Education Monday night:  
closing one of the three 
middle schools to keep 
fifth-graders in elemen-
tary school.

While six of the seven 

trustees agreed there 
were benefi ts to the new 
grade confi guration and 
P r e s i d e n t  B r i a n 
Summerfield suggested 
moving toward a more 
concrete plan, Trustee 
C i n d y  P a n g b o r n 

By Mary Anne Brush
Staff Writer

Board revisits middle school closure

Just two hours after 
his promotion to briga-
dier general, Grosse 
Pointe Woods resident 
Rolf E. Mammen was 
assigned command of 
t h e  1 2 7 t h  Wi n g , 
Selfridge Air National 
Guard Base.

He replaces Brig. Gen. 
John D. Slocum, who 
retired after a 35-year 
military career, includ-
ing overseeing Selfridge 
since November 2014.

Flying has been a life-
l o n g  p a s s i o n  f o r 
Mammen.

“My mom will tell you 
ever since I was a kid I 
wanted to fl y airplanes,” 
he said. “I’m an airline 
pilot as well. I’m taking 

a leave of absence from 
there to work here full 
time. I love the mission. 
The men and women 
here are wonderful peo-
ple to work with. I hope 
to move the needle so 

there is continuous 
improvement, so we 
keep doing the things 
we do to make a differ-
ence.”

Mammen earned a 
bachelor ’s degree in 
a s t r o p h y s i c s  f r o m 
M i c h i g a n  S t a t e 
University in 1986, when 
he also was commis-
sioned through the uni-
versity’s Reserve Offi cer 
Training Corps. After 
graduating from the 
Euro-NATO Joint Jet 
Pilot Training program 
at Sheppard Air Force 
Base in 1988, he served 
as an instructor pilot, 
teaching advanced pilot 
training before joining 
the  Mich igan  A i r 
National Guard in 1994.

Mammen is a distin-
guished graduate from 

the C-130 Pilot Initial 
Qualifi cation course and 
has flown numerous 
operational missions 
domestically and in the 
Pacific, European and 
South American the-
aters. In addition, he 
deployed to Ali Al Salem 
Air Base Kuwait in 2004-
05,  in  support  of 
Operations Iraqi and 
Enduring Freedom as 
the 738th Expeditionary 
Airlift Squadron’s oper-
ations offi cer.

At Selfridge, Mammen 
has served as pilot/air-
craft commander, com-
mand post  off icer, 
inspector general, dep-
uty commander, com-
m a n d e r  a n d  v i c e 
c o m m a n d e r.  M o s t 
recently, he served as 
director of operations at 

the  Mich igan  A i r 
National  Guard in 
Lansing, 2016 to 2019.

“This is such a great 
place to work,” he said 
of Selfridge. “It’s an 
organization that people 
are excited to come to. I 
want them knocking on 
the door to join our team 

Selfridge welcomes new commander
By Jody McVeigh
Editor

COURTESY PHOTO

Brig. Gen. Rolf E. 
Mammen

Grosse Pointe Park Public Safety is investigating a fi re at 1048 Yorkshire. The blaze began around 12:30 p.m. 

Thursday, May 16. Initially a three-alarm fi re, the incident was elevated to four alarms. The cause was unde-

termined, but roofers had been working at the residence while the owners were away. The fi re began in the 

third-fl oor attic. A City of Grosse Pointe fi refi ghter suffered minor injuries.

House fi re
PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

See SUPPORT, page 3A

See RATES, Page 3A

See SANG, page 2A

During his career, Brig. Gen. 
Rolf E. Mammen has earned 
the following promotions:
◆ Second Lieutenant, Dec. 4, 
1986
◆ First Lieutenant, Dec. 4, 
1988
◆ Captain, Dec. 4, 1990
◆ Major, Oct. 1, 1998
◆ Lieutenant Colonel, Oct. 24, 
2002
◆ Colonel, June 17, 2013
◆ Brigadier General, May 4, 
2019

Moving up

See CLOSURE, page 3A

Home: Grosse Pointe Park
Breathing life into long-defunct 
elementary school library

Pointer of
INTEREST

See story, page 4A

Chelsea Groustra

26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com

$179*

per mo.
24 Months

No Appointments Necessary for Oil ChangesLike us on 
Facebook

052319
CELEBRATING

YEARS
100

Purchase a 2019 for 
$22,189 Stock #593213

*Pricing is priced at supplier discount with competitive lease. 24 month lease.
10,000 miles per year, plus tax, title, plate. See Salesperson for details. Expires 5/31/19

$999*

Down

2019 Equinox 2FL2019 Equinox 2FLCommemorate

May 27th 2019



GROSSE POINTE NEWS, MAY 23, 2019

2A  |  NEWS

A2

at Selfridge. I want to 
create a culture where 
people in the community 
understand what we’ve 
done and what we offer.”

There are 47 tenants 
from all branches of the 
military and numerous 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Homeland Securi ty 
organizations on the 
installation. The base is 
home to the A-10 attack 
planes and KC-135 refu-
eling planes, as well as 
more than 4,500 active, 
guard, reserve and civil-
ian personnel.

Selfridge has three 
missions — war fi ghting, 
domestic response and 
state partnerships.

“The federal mission 
(war fighting) is what 
everyone thinks of when 
they see our planes,” 
M a m m e n  s a i d . 
“Community response is 
when we’re out in the 
fi eld, in the community 
to help neighbors out 
when needed.

“One-third of the staff 
is full time on the mili-
tary side,” he continued. 
“All our airmen live in 
the community. They’re 
your neighbors and 
friends. There are sev-
eral in Grosse Pointe 

who are guardsmen. 
That’s part of being a 
citizen soldier. Not only 
national defense, but 
also community sup-
port.’

State partnerships are 
partnerships that have 
been formed with Latvia 
a n d  L i b e r i a ,  h e 
explained.

“We provide for them 
to help grow them as a 
military organization to 
make them better,” 
Mammen said, “so it’s 
seamless if we ever have 
to work together. … We 
work together and col-

laborate with each other 
to make ourselves and 
each other better.”

As for his new role, 
Mammen said he likes to 
imagine flipping an 
organizational chart 
upside down.

“Seventeen hundred 
men and women work in 
this organization,” he 
said. “They’re the ones 
who make things hap-
pen. I work for them. 

“I ensure the people 
making the mission hap-
pen are trained, moti-
vated and equipped to 
do the job effectively,” 
he continued. “Each one 
has an important role in 
getting the job done to 
ensure the success of 
t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n . 
They’re not just a face in 
the crowd; everyone is 
important.”

Mammen, who grew 
up in Grosse Pointe and 
returned shortly after 
completing active duty, 
has been married to 
Linda more than 30 
years. They have three 
children —  Erika, 

Alyssa and Sean.
“It’s a great area to 

raise kids,” he said of 
the community.

Mammen also serves 
on the board of directors 
at The War Memorial.

“I love the organiza-
tion,” he said. “They do 
a great job.”

Mammen said he 
looks forward to further-
ing the work of his pre-
decessor.

“Gen. Slocum did a 
great job of connecting 
the wing to the local 
community,” Mammen 
said. “I want to continue 
what he started during 
his tenure and make us 
the military employee of 
choice. I think we have 
all the tools to do it. I 
want to make sure we’re 
telling that story every 
day. It’s a wonderful 
place where everyone is 
valued.

“I hope I can look back 
when my career is over 
with the same happiness 
and excitement that we 
made a mark and made 
things better.”

SANG:
Continued from page 1A

PHOTO COURTESY OF TECH SGT. CHELSEA FITZPATRICK

Mammen is pinned by his mother and wife, Linda. A 
similar photo was taken in 1986, when he was com-
missioned as second lieutenant, with his mother 
and then-fi ance, Linda.

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— There are golf handi-
caps and bowling handi-
caps. This year, the Detroit 
Regional Yacht-Racing 
Association is introducing 
a similar handicap system 
for sailboat racing.

With the aim of wel-
coming more beginners to 
the sport, as well as bring-
ing back those who left 
racing for a while, the 
DRYA is launching the 
Delta racing class.

“I’m not sure who came 
up with the idea at DRYA,” 
s a i d  D RYA  R e a r 
Commodore Tim Prophit. 
“(The concept) is being 
done elsewhere in the 
country. We understand 
it’s had some success.”

Prophit said DRYA 
Commodore Chris Behler 
drove the association to 
put the new class in place 
for the 2019 season. He 
also came up with the 
name “Delta,” meaning 
change. 

“We’ve been trying to 
get new people in,” said 
Behler, a Park resident, 
adding the concept is not 
new and has been done by 
yacht clubs, including 
Detroit Yacht Club.

“We always heard 
issues of people saying, ‘I 
can’t sail to my rating,’ 
said Behler. “But the ques-
tion is, ‘Do you have a full 
crew? Is your boat bottom 
cleaned recently? Do you 
have new sails? What’s 
your experience level?’”

“The premise behind 
introducing the Delta 
class to the Detroit area is 
that there’s an awful lot of 
sailboats that are tied up 

at the dock that don’t 
come out sailboat racing 
and we’d like to see that 
change,” Prophit said.

“The creation of the 
Delta class was done to 
encourage people that 
feel that they can’t com-
pete in a normal DRYA 
race for a variety of rea-
sons,” said DRYA perfor-
m a n c e  h a n d i c a p 
representative James 
Rapelje.

First introducing the 
concept to the DRYA com-
munity via Facebook in 
January, Behler wrote 
Delta class “may get a 
buzz going that generates 
some enthusiasm for 
‘something different.’ 
Racing, as it is now, has, 
perhaps, not been so fun 
for some.” 

“If people are getting 
out of racing because they 
feel that they can’t com-
pete,” said Rapelje, “this is 
our proposed solution to 
provide a viable racing 
option for them.”

Delta class is open to 
sailors registered with 
DRYA to race in 2019. 
Permitted confi gurations 
are symmetrical spinna-
ker, asymmetrical spinna-
ker and jib and main. A 
boat owner must apply for 
a Performance Handicap 
Racing Fleet, or PHRF, 
certificate, which costs 
$35.

Park resident Rhea 
Nicholas, who bought her 
1984 Tartan 3000 in 2017, 
said she’s looking forward 
to racing in the asymmet-
rical and jib and main 
configurations in the 
Delta class this year.

“I’m excited to partici-
pate in the Delta class 
with fellow new sailors,” 

Nicholas said. “It’ll be nice 
to mix experience with 
inexperience.”

The PHRF rating sys-
tem is a means of measur-
ing performance over 
design and enhancing 
competitive equity. It 
allows boats that are dis-
similar in design to race in 
the same fl eet. 

Behler said PHRF rat-
ings are developed based 
on about 8 knots of wind 
and normal conditions.

Rather than physics-
based calculations, a 
PHRF rating is generated 
from race results over a 
span of races, usually fi ve 
to 10, which would include 
varied wind and water 
conditions and develop-
ing crew competency.

With the new class, the 
DRYA creates a par for a 
windward/leeward course 
in each DRYA race. The 
association calculates 
how far out of par a boat 
is in a race by applying a 
mathematical formula of 
adding or subtracting sec-
onds per mile and adjust-
ing the boat’s PHRF rating 
accordingly.

“In golf you have par. 
Some people beat par; 
some people don’t,” 
Behler said, adding the 
DRYA will set course par 
by the average boat’s per-
formance.

“If you are racing in 
Delta class,” he said, “we 
will adjust (your PHRF 
rating) after every race. It 
takes into consideration 
nothing but your perfor-
mance in a race. So you 
start out with a regular 
PHRF handicap. Everyone 
does. Then you race and 
you win or lose. The more 
you lose by, there’s a for-

mula that gives you more 
seconds per mile. It’s like 
a golf or bowling handi-
cap. Every race you get a 
reset.”

“So creating the Delta 
class is an attempt to 
encourage people with an 
old boat, old crew, old 
sails and a bad bottom to 
come out,” said Prophit. 
“They’ll do their fi rst race 
under their initial handi-
cap — whatever that may 
be. Based on their perfor-
mance, their handicap 
will be adjusted up or 
down. After a few races, 
hopefully, we will have 
more parity.”

Depending on the spe-
cifi c race, the calculation 
will adjust time on dis-
tance or time on time.

Once a boat consis-
tently performs to its 
potential, it will move out 
of Delta class.

“Our hope is, you’ve 
joined a class and at some 
point you will graduate,” 
Behler said.

DRYA will connect 
inexperienced skippers 
with a sailboat-racing 
mentor to get them 
through their fi rst race.

“There are certain 
shortcuts and, when peo-
ple learn those shortcuts, 
it’ll be easier for them to 
get into the game,” 
Prophit said.

For example, the men-
tor can guide a new skip-
per and crew through a 
sail racing start, which 
requires quick and strate-
gic maneuvering in a 
small area. Behler 
described it as “war at 
walking speed.” 

To non-racing sailors, 
Prophit urges, “Come out 
and race.” 

Those seeking more 
information or a sail-rac-
ing mentor should contact 
Rapelje at jrapelje@gmail.
com or (586) 612-6758.

Sail racing in the ‘D’
By Melissa Walsh
Staff Writer

In bloom
The Grosse Pointe Woods Beautifi cation Committee 
hosted its annual fl ower sale Mother’s Day week-
end, offering a variety of fl ats and potted fl owers. 
This year featured fl owers lining the walkway.

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

Keaton Genest and Beautifi cation Committee mem-
ber Gloria Arslanian have a conversation while 
Genest’s mom pays for her fl owers.

The Herb Society of America, Grosse Pointe Unit, 
hosted its annual herb sale during the fl ower sale, 
where Christa Chamberlin looked through different 
types of mint.

Megan Gunnell LMSW, psychothera-
pist, speaker, writer and international 
retreat leader, is launching a new busi-
ness, The Thrive Well Institute, with a 
goal of making a thriving lifestyle easy 
to access for individuals and businesses 
through coaching, events and speaking.

Gunnell has more than 20 years expe-
rience helping thousands of clients 
move from surviving to thriving through 
a wellness model of self-care, mindful-
ness and positivity. Through her new 
business, she will help companies exe-
cute a Thriving Well event or keynote 
that will leave employees feeling 
inspired and equipped with strategies to 
help them thrive at work and home. Her 
coaching arm will support therapists 
and wellness providers who want to cre-
ate a thriving practice and learn to 
design and deliver retreats and work-

shops for clients. She also supports 
business owners and co-founders who 
want to improve their work relation-
ships and communication skills and 
help their business thrive. 

To kick off her company, Gunnell 
hosts a Thriving Well launch event 1:30 
to 5:30 p.m. Sunday, June 2, at the 
Madison, 1555 Broadway, Detroit, 
where more than 100 guests will enjoy 
four TED-style talks focusing on thriv-
ing in their lives, physical health, fi nan-
cial health and intuition. 

The event also includes pop-up shops 
and exhibitors displaying and selling 
goods that support a thriving lifestyle. 
For $49, the event also features food 
and beverages and a toast on the roof-
top. 

For tickets or information, visit bit.
ly/2JCx3sk.

Therapist launches new business 
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The story “Crescent Sail Yacht Club nears comple-
tion of clubhouse renovations,” should have named 
the construction company involved as Kellett 
Builders Inc., of Grosse Pointe Woods, and the archi-
tect as Robert Wood and Associates of Grosse Pointe 
Farms.

Correction

MONDAY, MAY 27

 ◆ All city offi ces are closed in observance of 
Memorial Day. Rubbish and recycling pickup is
delayed one day all week.

TUESDAY, MAY 28

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Shores Planning Commission meet-
ing, 8 a.m. at city hall, 795 Lakeshore.

THURSDAY, MAY 30

 ◆ City of Grosse Pointe’s Project Bloom fl ower
planting, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in The Village.

The Week Ahead

sion to attend a school 
board meeting also 
underway, the council 
drafted a statement 
approved for submis-
sion to school board 
members: “It is the posi-
tion of the Grosse Pointe 
Woods City Council 
that, although we do not 
want to see any elemen-
tary school close, we 
encourage you to keep 
Mason Elementary 
School open.”

The mayor and coun-
cil acknowledged that 
the city has no authority 
to infl uence the school 
board’s final decision, 
but Shetler’s support for 
the citizens’ outcry was 
echoed by Councilman 
Arthur Bryant.

“I just feel this pull 
from the community, 
saying, ‘Lead us. Let us 
know how you feel,’” 
Bryant said.

Earlier, Novitke sym-
pathized with citizens 
who voiced support for 
Mason. It was “not a 
close call, not a secret” 
that Novitke and other 
city officials present 

opposed Mason’s clos-
ing, the mayor said. But 
he told the audience of 
about 30 that previous 
discussions led him and 
his colleagues to avoid 
making a formal state-
ment.

“We thought it could 
end up having, perhaps, 
unexpected  conse-
quences,” he said.

Woods resident Brian 
Loos yelled from his 
seat in the audience, 
“Will you put it in writ-
ing?”

Loos had waited his 
turn to speak at the 
microphone a few min-
utes earlier, saying the 
closing of Mason would 
indirectly contribute to 
traffi c congestion from 
the influx of vehicles 
delivering students to 
new locations along new 
routes.

“Traffi c is going to be 
dumped on you and, 
thereby, dumped on us,” 
Loos said.

Woods resident Daniel 
Curis, in comments to 
the council, compared 
the closing of Mason to 
his experience as a res-
taurant owner. Curis 
said he would never 
have closed his best-per-

forming establishments 
in favor of keeping the 
doors open to his less 
successful locations.

“I don’t want to lower 
our standards for oth-
ers,” Curis said. “I think 
we should keep our 
standards high.”

Some residents like 
J o y c e  J a n o w s k i 
acknowledged having 
no students who attend 
Mason, but cited lower 
property values in the 
Woods  and  o ther 
adverse impact as rea-

sons for objecting to the 
school’s closure.

“The closing of Mason 
affects the entire city of 
Grosse Pointe Woods,” 
Janowski said. “We 
don’t want to see our 
city fall down the tubes 
and that’s where we’re 
headed.”

Councilwoman Vicki 
Granger wasn’t present 
at the meeting, but 
Novitke said he would 
ask permission to add 
her signature to the for-
mal statement.

SUPPORT:
Continued from page 1A

taurants since Kroger 
and Trader Joe’s have 
their own.

Marina well rental 
rates increased by 2 per-
cent for the 2020 boating 
season.

Additionally, water and 
sewer rates will increase 
for the average resident 
by approximately $12.34 
per billing, a 6.2 percent 
increase from last year.

“Every year as we do 
the budget, we review 
water and sewer rates 
and input the budget into 
the formula to calculate 
what our water rates 
should be,” Finance 
Director and Treasurer 
Kimberly Kleinow said.

The rate changes will 
be spread out by .01 per-
cent for readiness to 
serve, 10.80 percent for 
debt service, 16.67 per-
cent for industrial dam-
age and 6 percent for 
water and sewer.

The industrial damage 
rate will not affect the 
average resident as it 
largely applies to the 
hospital.

These rates become 
effective Monday, July 1.

Recycling
At the recommenda-

tion of City Manager 
Peter Dame, council fol-
lowed Grosse Pointe 
Farms’ decision to extend 
the recycling contract for 
one year with GFL 
Environmental USA Inc. 

This will raise resi-
dents’ recycling cost per 
bi-monthly billing cycle 
from $4.92 to $7.98, 
which is an increase of 
just short of $20 annu-
ally.

“This cost increase is a 
refl ection of the collapse 
of the recycling market 
caused by China’s deci-
sion last year to refuse to 
purchase recycled mate-
rials unless they met very 
high standards for clean-
liness,” Dame wrote 
within a summary of the 

recommendation.
The City has been part 

of a recycling coalition 
with Harper Woods and 
the other Grosse Pointes, 
apart from the Woods 
which bids its garbage 
and recycling together, 
but Harper Woods likely 
will not accept the exten-
sion according to coun-
cil.

While the City contem-
plated bidding out, it was 
assumed there would not 
be any bidders other than 
GFL.

“We move to negotiate 
a one-year extension in 
the hopes that over the 
next year, the markets 
will settle down and the 
City will have an oppor-
tunity to explore alterna-
tives,” Dame said.

Western Wayne County 
communities have begun 
talks on the concept of 
starting their own recy-
cling center.

Building signage 
Without support by 

Councilman Daniel 

Wi l l i a m s ,  c o u n c i l 
approved an exception to 
a signage ordinance for 
the new Saros building, 
17108 Mack.

In the RO-1 District, 
each building is permit-
ted 50 total square feet of 
signage, which can be 
made up of wall signage 
and a single freestanding 
sign.

“This particular struc-
ture is larger than many 
along Mack Avenue, as 
well as being a multi-ten-
ant structure,” City 
Planner John Jackson 
said. “We believe that 
some additional signage 
is warranted.”

The master sign plan 
for the building includes 
a 28-square-foot Mack 
wall sign, an approxi-
mately 23-square-foot 
parking lot vestibule wall 
sign and two 14.5-square-
foot freestanding signs, 
with one at  each 
entrance.

This surpasses the 
ordinance by 30 square 
feet.

RATES:
Continued from page 1A

Mary Treder Lang pretends to drive the Premiere 24 
foot Sunsation 240 while friends Pete Gleason and 
Tom Stephenson lounge in the boat.

The Great Lakes Boating Festival drew families to 
the Grosse Pointe Yacht Club May 17 to 19.

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

More than 90 boats were displayed during the 31st 
annual Great Lakes Boating Festival.

All aboard

expressed opposition.
“I have very serious concerns 

about the fi fth-grade going to the 
middle school,” she said. “... The 
meetings I have gone to predomi-
nantly the parents are totally 
against fi fth-graders being in with 
the eighth grade. … There hasn’t 
been any real talk, research or any-
thing about emotional stability.”

Trustee Christopher Lee, on the 
other hand, expressed support for 
the change.

“I really like the idea of this 
smaller step — that you have fi fth- 
and sixth-graders as what I con-
sider to be a senior elementary level 
and then you have the seventh and 
eighth that are sort of a junior high 
school level,” Lee said. “To me 
that’s a gentler step than suddenly 
jumping into sixth grade at middle 
school. That’s where I think the big-
gest adjustments are. I think the 5-8 
softens that rather than makes it 
worse.”

Vice President Margaret Weertz 
agreed, but suggested putting a 
new option on the table if preserv-
ing the current grade confi guration 

was the main objective.
“The issue that we have with our 

middle schools is what we directed 
our administration to look at and 
they’ve come back with a lot of dif-
ferent plans to make middle school 
a more cohesive and gentler place 
and I think the fi fth through eighth 
grade is going to be a better sce-
nario,” Weertz said. “But, having 
said that, I would be happy to put 
on the table an option A that closes 
elementary schools and keeps our 
middle schools open and moves 
from K-4 to 5-8, or option B where 
we close a middle school and we 
keep the fi fth grade down at the ele-
mentary schools and we fi gure out 
how many elementary schools we 
need to close.”

While Summerfi eld pointed out 
closing a middle school would 
result in the same annual opera-
tional savings as closing two ele-
mentary schools, leaving all nine 
elementary schools open wouldn’t 
solve any of the problems caused 
by the low enrollment, such as split 
classes, variations in class sizes, 
lack of availability of specialists and 
support staff split between build-
ings — the very problems the board 
directed the administration to 
address with the reconfi guration.

Based on the discussion at the 
meeting, Summerfield said he 
believed he reached consensus to 
add a vote to the agenda at the next 
regular board meeting Monday, 
June 10.

Board members will vote on the 
K-4, 5-8 grade confi guration and 
closing two elementary schools — a 
decision on which ones will be 
made at that meeting — or to pre-
serve the current K-5, 6-8 confi gu-
ration and close a middle school. 
This also would require deciding 
how many elementary schools to 
close.

Closing a middle school has 
always been a possibility, 
Summerfi eld said, adding the board 
offi ce has received multiple emails 
in favor of this option. However, it 
hasn’t been the focus.

“If the board were to choose to go 
down that path … we would have to 
vet it out to the community as far as 
getting feedback, because it hasn’t 
been in the forefront of our town 
hall process,” Summerfi eld said.

In this event, the board and 
administration would have three 
weeks to gain community input 
before voting again at the regular 
meeting of the board Monday,
June 24.

CLOSURE:
Continued from page 1A
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She calls herself a 
“faux-brarian.”

Chelsea Groustra of 
Grosse Pointe Park 
boxes, has tattoos and 
loves building furniture.

“This is 2019,” she said. 
“I’m the anti-librarian. I 
don’t wear a cardigan, my 
hair’s not in a bun and I 
don’t wear horn-rimmed 
glasses.”

But she does care about 
the books available to 
students at Beacon 
Elementary School. The 
Harper Woods school 
hasn’t had a functioning 
library in more than 10 
years .  Thanks  to 
Groustra’s efforts, stu-
dents have access to 
thousands of books they 
are free to borrow.

It’s a job she fell into — 
like many of her past jobs 
— and one she hopes to 
continue.

“I came in to meet with 
Kenyatta Hughes, our 
principal, in November,” 
Groustra said. “She had 
done a tour with commu-
nity leaders;  Suzy 
Berschback (of Healthy 
Grosse Pointe & Harper 
Woods) was on the tour. 
Suzy knew I would be 
interested in this project.”

Groustra volunteered 
to assess the library — 
which had a few books 
and shelves, but no sys-
tem in place to catalog its 
collection. Groustra told 
administrators the job 
went beyond volunteer 
work; they’d need to hire 
someone.

“Six months later, we 
have a fully functioning 
library,” she said. “I see 
350 students every week.

“I’m so in love with this 
space,” she continued. 

“It’s so little, but it’s come 
so far.”

Most of the students 
she sees have never been 
to a library before.

“In a class of 25, maybe 
fi ve per class said they’d 
been to a library,” she 
said. “These kids don’t 
have books at home. … 
They’re so excited they 
get to take a library book 
home.”

Part of Groustra’s work 
— she’s at the school 
three days a week — 
involves cataloging every 
book. She’s entered 2,600 
so far and expects to add 
another 1,000 by the end 
of the school year. Those 
numbers don’t reflect 
books that have been 
donated during the year.

“The work is never 
done,” she said.

While cataloging and 
acquiring new books are 
part of her plan, she’s 
also discarding books 
that are outdated.

“I’m guessing the aver-
age age of these books 

dates back to 1991,” she 
said, “before I graduated 
high school.”

The oldest books she’s 
found are from 1952 and 
others ,  l ike  Hans 
Christian Andersen’s 
“The Nightingale,” date 
back to 1965.

To replace them, she’s 
focusing on diversity, dif-
fering family dynamics 
and other circumstances 
relevant to children in 
the community.

“They deserve this — 
A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n 
a u t h o r s ,  A f r i c a n 
American characters,” 
she said. “We are 97 per-
cent African American 
here. There’s no reason 
why books shouldn’t 
reflect that. The books 
should have their faces 
on them.”

Groustra said she 
wants the collection to be 
fun, but refl ective of the 
communi ty.  Books 
should be age-appropri-
ate as well.

“This school started as 

a K-5; now it’s a K-2,” she 
said. “Half of what’s in 
here, they can’t read.”

Currently, Groustra 
spends 30 minutes a 
week with children, but 
she’d like to extend that 
to 45 minutes, “so they 
can learn what it’s like to 
be a good library patron,” 
she said. “We already 
read aloud and have  
interactive discussion, 
but I want to add learn-
ing about how to find 
books.”

The library is funded in 
part by Beacon’s scholas-
tic book fair, which 
occurs twice a year. 
Private donations also 
support it and Groustra 
recently sent a grant pro-
posal in hopes of secur-
ing more funding.

“Beacon doesn’t have a 
PTO,” she said. “I came 
from L’Anse Creuse and 
Grosse Pointe schools, 
where the libraries are so 
supported by PTOs. 
Being at a school district 
that doesn’t have a PTO 

is a different thing.”
Groustra is invested in 

her library now, but that 
wasn’t always her ambi-
tion. She attended Maire 
Elementary and Pierce 
Middle schools before 
graduating from Grosse 
Pointe South High 
School. She went on to 
earn a degree in commu-
nications and theater arts 
with a minor in English 
from Eastern Michigan 
University.

“I started out in educa-
tion, but decided I didn’t 
want to be a traditional 
teacher,” she said. “I 
always have worked in 
some capacity with 
school-age children. My 
whole life has been work-
ing around kids.”

Groustra and her hus-
band, Ted, have four chil-
dren — Meghan, 22; Eric, 
21; Charlie, 14 and Isabel, 
12. 

“Once Izzy was in kin-
dergarten, I needed a 
full-time job,” she said. “I 
went to work for L’Anse 
Creuse, working at two 
middle school libraries. I 
thought it would be more 
of a tech job, working in 
the ‘media center.’ ... I fell 
into that job — and I 
loved it.”

She was there more 
than two years, until the 
same position opened up 
in Grosse Pointe. She 
served as a library assis-
tant at Richard and 
Mason e lementary 
schools four years.

In Harper Woods she 
works as a consultant. 
Her goal is getting the 
library ready for next 
fall.

“I want to leave here on 
the last day of school and 
say everything on the 
shelves is ready for the 
fall,” she said. “I will be 

really bummed if this 
doesn’t work out moving 
forward. But I’m happy it 
got to where I got it to. … 
It’s been a nice little labor 
of love.”

Groustra sends prog-
ress reports to central 
office to keep them 
informed on her work. 
She said she has gotten 
support from her princi-
pal, Kenyatta Hughes, 
who told her, “We want to 
bathe our babies in as 
many positive literary 
experiences as we can 
while they are here.”

“I’m completely on 
board wi th  that , ” 
Groustra said.

Groustra said she’s 
received donations of 
books and she has an 
Amazon wish list, but 
what she really could use 
is funding. She’d like to 
not only expand the 
library’s collection based 
on the children’s inter-
ests, but also on curricu-
lum so the library can 
work in unison with the 
classrooms.

When she’s not poring 
over reading material, 
Groustra likes building 
furniture.

“When we moved to 
Grosse Pointe, from a 
tiny apartment into a 
2,500-square-foot house, 
we had a lot of space to 
fi ll … and we have always 
been budget conscious,” 
she said. “And I’ve always 
been really handy with 
tools.”

So much so she asked 
for $200 in lumber for 
her birthday. She turned 
that lumber into a king-
sized bed that looks iden-
tical to the $3,000 Pottery 
Barn bed she’d been eye-
ing.

“I go hard,” she said. “I 
don’t sit still very well.”

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Pointer reviving long-defunct library

PHOTO BY JODY MCVEIGH

Chelsea Groustra sits proudly in the library at Beacon Elementary School. 
She’s been working to resurrect it all school year.

Grosse Pointe Farms

Stolen car & 
loose change

A 37-year-old Farms 
man realized his gray 
2016 Jeep Wrangler was 
missing from his driveway 
at approximately 6:11 a.m. 
Wednesday, May 15. At 
4:13 a.m., his camera sys-
tem showed a blurry 
image of a suspect steal-
ing the vehicle, the keys to 
which were stored in the 

glovebox.
While speaking with the 

victim, an offi cer noticed 
the man’s 2013 Dodge 
Journey, also in the drive-
way, had been rummaged 
through, which the victim 
confi rmed.

When asked if there was 
any valuable property in 
the vehicle, he stated, “No, 
just some loose change.”

The Dodge was investi-
gated and the Jeep 
Wrangler entered into 
LEIN as a stolen vehicle.

Two-for-one 
larceny

On Wednesday, May 15, 
a 34-year-old resident on 
Roland Court discovered 
that someone had entered 
her unlocked vehicle dur-
ing the night and taken 
$50 in assorted bills, an 
unknown amount of oxy-
codone prescription pills, 
an EpiPen and various gift 
cards worth approxi-
mately $150.

She then alerted her 
66-year-old next-door 
neighbor, who found her 
vehicle had been rum-
maged through as well. 
Two rolls of quarters 
worth $20 were missing.

No suspects were seen 
or heard.

Misspelled fraud
An employee at an 

organization in the 30 
block of Kercheval left 
her purse unattended in 
her office on Mother’s 
Day and the next day two 
fraudulent charges were 
made on her personal 
card on eastbay.com for 
shoes costing $196.10 
and $143.10.

These were caught in 
time and canceled with 
the company before the 
charges were approved.

The purchases were 
fl agged as possible fraud-
ulent charges because 
one of the orders had the 
victim’s fi rst name spelled 
wrong, while the listed 
address for delivery and 
billing was Grosse Pointe 
Farms, spelled “Frams.”

On the victim’s com-
pany card, however, there 
were four fraudulent 
charges on the Uber app 
for low amounts: $11.22 
on May 14, and $9.80, 
$16.55 and $7.30 on May 
15.

Rescue
Offi cers were advised of 

a possible vehicle in the 
water at 4:35 a.m. 
Thursday, May 16. 
Dispatch stated the caller 
was frantic and saying she 
was cold.

When an offi cer got to 
eastbound Lakeshore by 
Crescent Sail Yacht Club, 
loud breathing was heard 
coming from the lake 
where the 36-year-old 
Detroit woman was in 
neck-high water, holding 
onto the seawall.

Officers pulled the 
woman onto the grass and 
wrapped her in fi re jack-
ets. 

She was experiencing 
symptoms of hypothermia 
and could barely speak.

After being placed in an 
ambulance, she stated she 
was trying to harm herself 
and jumped into the water.

She was brought to 
Ascension St. John 
Hospital, where her condi-
tion improved and she 
stated she would volun-

tarily commit herself for 
psychiatric evaluation. 

Hit and run
A 15-year-old male was 

riding his bicycle on the 
southern sidewalk of 
Kercheval traveling east 
as he approached 
Touraine at 5:49 p.m. 
Friday, May 17, and almost 
crossed Touraine when a 
white minivan struck the 
rear tire of his bicycle, 
causing him to fall off.

The victim stated the 
driver was female and 
aware she had hit the bike. 
He asked for her name, at 
which time she left the 
area in the vehicle.

The male received lac-
erations to his forehead 
and a cut on his right 
knee.

Slashed tire
At approximately 1 p.m. 

Friday, May 17, a 60-year-
old Farms man had his 
metallic blue 2015 Land 
Rover LR4 parked in the 
Farms municipal lot. 

When he left, he noticed 
the tire pressure gauge 
was on and his tire was 
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fl at. After taking the vehi-
cle to be repaired, he was 
informed the tire had been 
slashed.

The victim didn’t know 
who could have done it, 
but suggested a suspect to 
police.

Operating while 
intoxicated 

Noticing a vehicle had a 
defective passenger head-
light, an offi cer initiated a 
traffic stop on Mack at 
East Warren on Monday, 
May 20.

The 21-year-old woman 
from Bowling Green, 
Ohio, didn’t pull over but 
stopped in the roadway, 
was talking on the phone 
and attempting to use a 
GPS app as the officer 
attempted to speak with 
her.

When the officer was 
able to gain her attention, 
she indicated she was 
going to an address in 
Eastpointe, but the offi cer 
noted her vehicle was 
going the wrong direction.

The driver said she was 
coming from a bar and 
had consumed two or 
three shots.

When asked to pick a 
number between 21 and 
19, she stated, “20 and 21 
and 22.”

The driver then exited 
the vehicle for a field 
sobriety test and was 
placed under arrest for 
operating while intoxi-
cated.

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Farms Public Safety, (313) 
885-2100.

City of Grosse Pointe

Suspended 
license

After disregarding a red 
light at Mack and Rivard, 
a 27-year-old Detroit man 
was pulled over at 10:36 
a.m. Wednesday, May 15. 
A LEIN/Secretary of State 
check showed he had fi ve 
prior driving while license 
suspended convictions, 20 
current suspensions and 
multiple traffi c warrants. 

He was arrested for the 
suspended license and 
issued a citation for that 
and disregarding the red 
light, while the vehicle’s 
license was confiscated 
due to the fi ve prior DWLS 
convictions. 

iPhone theft
A 35-year-old Detroit 

woman looking to sell her 
black Apple iPhone XR 
a r r a n g e d  t h r o u g h 
Facebook to meet with an 
18-year-old Detroit man in 
a parking lot in the 17000 
block of Mack Wednesday, 
May 15.

Bringing her two sons, 
she remained in the vehi-
cle while they showed the 
cellphone to the suspect in 
front of the vehicle before 
he grabbed it out of one 
son’s hand and fl ed north-
bound across Mack.

The sons attempted to 
follow, but lost sight of the 
suspect near Cadieux and 
Denver. He was wearing a 
gray T-shirt, black pants 
with a white stripe on the 
legs and burgundy Air 
Jordans.

Officers attempted to 
obtain security footage 
from business manage-
ment, but were told there 
are no security cameras 
covering the outside park-
ing lot. 

After the victim pro-
vided offi cers with the sus-
p e c t ’ s  Fa c e b o o k 
information and screen-
shots of the conversation 
between the two leading 

up to their meeting, the 
offi cers were able to track 
down his residence via 
LEIN.

When offi cers arrived at 
the home, the suspect’s 
father informed them his 
son was not there, but that 
he would contact them 
when he came home; how-
ever, when he called 
around 9:30 p.m., the sus-
pect fled the location 
before offi cers arrived.

Pet adoption 
gone awry

On Saturday, May 18, 
the station received a call 
from a law enforcement 
officer who lives near 
Grand Rapids about fraud 
that occurred in relation to 
a store in the 16000 block 
of Kercheval. 

The man’s wife had vis-
ited the website bright
goldendoodle.com and 
selected a dog she wished 
to purchase, before wiring 
a $460 down payment 
through Western Union 
on May 17, at the direction 
of the supposed owner of 
the website.

The victim informed 
offi cers that an individual 
picked up the Western 
Union funds at the store.

After meeting with store 
personnel and getting the 
receipt of the transaction, 
offi cers were able to deter-
mine the name of a sus-
pect, who lives in Chicago.

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the City of 
Grosse Pointe Public 
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Shores

Resisting arrest
A vehicle was traveling 

northbound on Lakeshore 
with a fl ashing amber and 
white light from the rear 
window at 9:03 p.m. 
Friday, May 17, when an 
offi cer pulled it over for 
stopping near Colonial 
Road. 

The 23-year-old Detroit 
man was asked to turn off 
the rear fl ashing light and 
advised that there are 
posted signs on Lakeshore 
for no stopping, standing 
or parking.

The insurance paper-
work he handed to the 

officer showed it had 
expired May 10.

The driver exited the 
vehicle and stood on the 
breakwall grass without 
incident, but pleaded with 
the officer not to arrest 
him when he was told he 
was under arrest for no 
insurance.

After being advised 
again he was under arrest 
and to put his hands 
behind his back, he did 
not follow commands. 
When the offi cer went to 
grab his hand, the driver 
took off running south-
bound on Lakeshore, run-
ning across both lanes 
toward Stratton Place.

An offi cer stayed with 
the impounded vehicle 
and female passenger and 
notified Grosse Pointe 
Farms dispatch the driver 
was running south from 
the scene.

He was captured in a 
rear yard on Renaud 
through a combined effort 
of both departments.

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about this and other crime 
to Grosse Pointe Shores 
Public Safety, (313) 881-
5500.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Larceny from 
unlocked vehicle

A 36-year-old man lost 
$1,200 in gardening and 
outdoor equipment when 
it was stolen from a back-
pack in the man’s Jeep, 
parked on Young Lane at 
6:35 a.m. Monday, May 20. 
The doors of the vehicle 
had been left unlocked.

Drug 
paraphernalia

A 55-year-old Detroit 
man was cited for posses-
sion of a crack pipe at 
10:15 p.m. Sunday, May 
19. 

Police found the man 
pushing a shopping cart 
he said he used to carry 
bottles and other poten-
tially valuable items he 
recovered from trash 
dumpsters. 

When the man said he 
had taken the cart from a 
nearby grocery store with-
out permission, he was 
searched and the pipe was 
recovered from his cloth-
ing.

Felonious 
assault

A 26-year-old woman 
was arrested Sunday, May 
19, after she allegedly 
attacked her brother with 
a 10-inch knife at their 
home on Wedgewood. 

The sibl ings had 
argued about the wom-
an’s need for a babysitter 
before the woman said 
her brother confronted 
her and bumped into her. 

He was found bleeding 
from behind his ear, but 
told police he wasn’t 
sure how he had been 
injured.

Suspended 
license, 
possession

A 29-year-old Macomb 
woman and her passen-
ger were arrested at 2:40 
p.m. Saturday, May 18, 
after the passenger was 
observed not wearing a 
seatbelt while the car 
drove northbound on 
Harper near Allard. 

An offi cer detected the 
smell of marijuana after 
stopping the vehicle. The 
passenger presented a 
marijuana license, but 
the officer found the 
marijuana was not prop-
erly packaged. 

The 2.8 grams of mari-
juana were confi scated 
a n d  t h e  v e h i c l e 
impounded after the 
driver was found to have 
a suspended license. 

The passenger also 
was cited for failing to 
wear a seatbelt.

Drunken driving
A 46-year-old Grosse 

Pointe Farms man was 
reported by a citizen 
after he was seen driving 
erratically south on 
Mack near Anita Friday, 
May 17. 

He admitted to an offi -
cer he had consumed 
cocktails. The driver was 
unable to pass sobriety 
tests after stumbling and 
slurring his words when 
he spoke. 

His  vehic le  was 
impounded and he was 
cited for operating while 
under the influence of 
alcohol with a blood-
alcohol level of .17.

— Eddie B. Allen Jr.
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Woods Public Safety, 
(313) 343-2400.

Grosse Pointe Park

Check fraud
A landlord lost out on 

not just the tenant for an 
Audubon rental property, 
but also the deposit,  police 
said. The landlord 
reported Monday, May 13, 
that the expected tenant 
from out of state asked for 
a refund in the form of a 
certifi ed check after back-
ing out of the plan to rent 
the unit. The landlord 
later learned the original 
check written was fraudu-
lent.

Larceny
An Apple iPad, HP lap-

top, suitcase, wallet and 
Verizon hot spot were all 
taken from a vehicle 
parked on Three Mile 
sometime between the 
night of May 16 and morn-
ing of May 17. The vehi-
cle’s window had been left 
slightly open.

Larceny
An Apple iPad, credit 

cards, checkbook, ear 
buds and passport were 
taken from a vehicle on 
Kensington between 

Thursday, May 16, and the 
morning of Friday, May 
17. The vehicle was 
unlocked while parked on 
the street.

Operating 
while intoxicated 

A 42-year-old Detroit 
man was arrested at 
Jefferson and Edgemont 
Park at 2:56 a.m. 
Saturday, May 18, after 
he was stopped for disre-
garding a red light. The 
driver was found intoxi-
cated and in possession 
of a handgun. He did not 
have a permit to carry the 
weapon.

Larceny from 
unlocked vehicle

Ten dollars were taken 
from an unlocked vehicle 
in the driveway of a home 
on Berkshire. The theft 
happened between the 
morning of Saturday, 
May 18, and the morning 
of Sunday, May 19.

Stolen vehicle
A gray 2017 Nissan 

Rogue was stolen from 
the driveway of a home 
on Middlesex between 
the afternoon of Saturday, 
May 18, and the morning 
of Sunday, May 19. The 
keys had been left in the 
vehicle.

Suspended 
license

A 27-year-old Detroit 
woman was arrested for 
driving with a suspended 
license at about 2 a.m. 
May 19 at Mack and 
Alter.

— Eddie B. Allen Jr.
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Park Public Safety, (313) 
882-7400.
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313-882-SAFE (7233)
19261 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Woods, 48236
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Silver II Garage Cabinets 

Call for a free in home design 
consultation and estimate 
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Bedroom Closet 

Home Office                                                                                                                                

Walk in Closet

     

40% Off

Custom Closets
Garage Cabinets  
Home  
Pantries, Laundries  
and Hobby Rooms  

Follow us 

Flooring

Pantries

www.closetsbydesign.com

Plus FREE

Installation
40% off any order of $1000 or more. 30% off any order 
of $700 or more. Not valid with any other offer. Free 
installation with any complete unit order of $500 or 
more. With incoming order, at time of purchase only.

With approved credit. Call or 
ask your Designer for details. 

Not available in all areas.

SPECIAL
FINANCING

for 12 Months!

313-672-3020
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byDesign®

Walk in Closet

Silver II Garage Cabinets

Flooring Home Offi  ce

Bedroom Closet

Pantries

Spring Spruce Up 
Spectacular



What crisis?
To the Editor:

I attended the Trombly 
Town Hall meeting May 
14, determined to listen 
with an open mind to 
what the school board 
and school administra-
tors had to say. 

I’m a Grosse Pointe 
Park resident and have 
no children in the school 
system. I do have great-
nephews that would 
likely go to Trombly and 
a great-niece who goes to 
Maire with younger sib-
lings that also would go 
to Maire. I have a great-
niece and nephew that 
will likely go to an ele-
mentary school in Grosse 
Pointe Woods. Needless 
to say, I’m concerned 
about the best interests 
of all the children 
throughout the Grosse 
Pointe school district.

The first thing that 
struck me in the presen-
tation was the deputy 
superintendent’s state-
ment that the closing of a 
middle school had not 
seriously been taken into 
consideration in the eval-
uation process. The rea-
son given was that the 
board just didn’t feel like 
they wanted to do that. 
No further explanation 
was offered. 

I could not help think-
ing that if a school had to 
be closed, choosing a 
middle school could be 
the least disruptive 
option. The children 
would be in transition to 
another school anyway 
and perhaps the closing 
could be delayed so all 
the children currently 
attending the school 
could fi nish their middle 
school years at the school 
where they started.

There was no explana-
tion or discussion of the 
pros and cons of going to 
the 5-8 grade middle 
school scenario even 
though that scenario was 
assumed in every option 
on the table. 

Other options for cut-
ting expenses or generat-
ing funds (other than the 
long overdue sale of the 
administration building) 
were barely mentioned.

After doing further 

reading and research, I 
learned that the district 
is going to generate a 
surplus of $1.4 million at 
fi scal year-end June 30, 
leaving it with a reserve 
of over $10 million. This 
leads me to believe that 
the purported dire emer-
gency supposedly requir-
ing immediate action 
isn’t a dire emergency at 
all.

Instead, it seems to be 
a pretext for ramming 
through the 5-8 grade 
middle school system 
with little to no discus-
sion, evaluation or public 
input. Grosse Pointe par-
ents and taxpayers 
deserve better than this 
— especially after 
recently passing the 
bond initiative under the 
impression that part of 
the monies raised were 
to be used for mainte-
nance and improvement 
of their own neighbor-
hood’s  e lementary 
school.

In short, the school 
board and school admin-
istration is trying to radi-
ca l ly  change  the 
structure of the Grosse 
Pointe  e lementary 
schools using a supposed 
emergency to avoid talk-
ing about the real issues. 

These issues are 
whether Grosse Pointe 
parents and taxpayers 
are willing to give up 
neighborhood schools in 
order to go to a 5-8 grade 
middle school model and 
whether the trade-off 
would be worth it to the 
affected children, par-
ents and community.

I call on the school 
board and school admin-
istration to halt the dis-
sembling and seriously 
and creatively reevaluate 
how expenses can be 
reduced without closing 
elementary schools. 

The board and admin-
istration must also enter 
into an honest two-way 
dialogue with the com-
munity. If the 5-8 grade 
middle school model is 
such a great idea, it 
should be able to stand 
on its own and be hon-
estly and fully evaluated 
by the community; it 
should not have to be put 
in place under the pre-

text of a highly question-
able and supposedly 
imminent crisis.
ROBERT AND PATRICE 

TICKNOR
Grosse Pointe Park

Editor’s note: The oft-
cited $1.4 million surplus 
comes from a year-old 
document on the school 
d i s t r i c t ’ s  webs i t e . 
According to Assistant 
Superintendent Lisa 
Abbey, there have been 
three budget amend-
ments since then. There 
were several one-time 
adjustments to revenue 
and expenditures, result-
ing in an overall surplus 
of $2.1 million.

Good 
Samaritans
To the Editor:

On Friday afternoon, 
May 10, I was getting out 
of the car, holding my 
young dog, Lacey, by her 
leash, the loop not 
around my wrist. 

She slipped from my 
grip and bolted down 
Neff, crossed Kercheval, 
continued running north 
a n d  r e - c r o s s e d 
Kercheval, flying back 
down Neff across the 
street from our house. 

During the course of 
all of this, which seemed 
like 20 minutes to me but 
was just a short episode, 
numerous people in their 
cars not only stopped at 
those busy corners but 
got out of their cars and 
were trying to help catch 
Lacey. A Grosse Pointe 
City offi cer was parked 
along Kercheval  and 
also tried to stop her. 

During all of this, while 
trying to catch the dog, I 
was also attempting to 
yell thank you to the peo-
ple who were kind 
enough to stop and help. 
I know I missed some 
chasers and I want to 
thank all of you who 
assisted in this “episode.” 

There are wonderful 
people in this community 
and beyond who pro-
actively help each other. 
This was a small incident 
that had a happy ending 
(with Lacey waiting for 
me on our front lawn, 
both of us panting), but it 
was not small to me. 

It is with great appre-
ciation that I extend my 
thanks and gratitude to 
everyone who helped 
save my pup. 

SALLY OWEN
Grosse Pointe

K-6/7-8 is better
To the Editor:

It’s becoming increas-
ingly clear that there is 
very little support for the 
K-4/5-8 reconfi guration 
proposals (it’s really 

only one with four differ-
ent flavors) that have 
been brought forward by 
t h e  B l u e  R i b b o n 
Committee.  

Grosse Pointe Public 
School System, citizens, 
local mayors, city man-
agers and council mem-
bers, Realtors and the 
Grosse Pointe News 
have all expressed vary-
ing levels of concern and 
outright opposition to 
these proposals.  

The timeline for this 
process is irresponsibly 
s h o r t :  T h e  B R C 
announced their pro-
posal two weeks ago and 
the Board of Education 
is scheduled to vote on it 
in less than fi ve weeks 
(June 24). We spent 
more time debating the 
merits of the Grosse 
Pointe South pool.

As an electorate, we 
need at least an addi-
tional 120 days to iden-
tify and discuss other 
options. During this 
time, we could conduct 
transparent, honest, 
inclusive discourse on 
possible courses of 
action.  

As part of this process, 
the wishes of the elector-
ate could then be 
brought forward to the 
BoE by way of a referen-
dum or scientifi c survey/
polling conducted by an 
independent third party.  

The initial threshhold 
“trigger” that started the 
GPPSS down this 
restructuring path was 
attributed to a fi nancial 
gap driven by declining 
enrollment. As a mea-
sure of how far the Blue 
Ribbon Commit tee 
drifted from its original 
mission, they prioritized 
fi nancial savings as the 
fourth most important 
out of a total of four pri-
orities (a.k.a. “lenses”).  

In other words, dead 
last!  

...There has been 
recent discussion in the 
community of a pro-
posed K-6/7-8 reconfi gu-
ration. This plan, which 
calls for all nine of the 
elementary schools to 
remain open and for one 
middle school to close, 
has been gaining a good 
deal of support in the 
past week.  

It yields more fi nancial 
savings than the K-4 
reconfiguration, which 
closes two elementary 
schools and transfers 
our fi fth-grade students 
to the middle schools.  

The K-6/7-8 reconfi gu-
ration certainly merits 
further study, as do other 
possible reconfi guration 
plans. ...

MICHAEL C. 
KARWOWSKI

Grosse Pointe Woods

LETTERS
The Grosse Pointe News welcomes your letters to
the editor. All letters should be typed, double-spaced 
and signed. Letters longer than 250 words may be
edited for length. All letters may be edited for
content. We reserve the right to refuse any letter. 
Include daytime phone number for verifi cation
or questions. The deadline for letters is 3 p.m. 
Monday. Letters to the editor may by emailed to
editor@grossepointenews.com.

The opinions expressed in letters and guest columns are not necessarily views shared by the Grosse Pointe News.
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L
ake St. Clair may well break its high record 
for the month of May this year, as daily 
readings have already overtaken the 
monthly average for May 1986, during the 
last high-water cycle. All it takes in these 

conditions is a sustained blast of wind from the north-
east to tip the lake into overfl ow conditions around 
here.

If U.S. Army Corps of Engineers projections hold, 
the water level will stay within an inch of current 
levels for the next month as the Great Lakes system 
continues to absorb snow melt and runoff from the 
heavy rains this spring. (The Lake Erie basin, which 
includes Lake St. Clair, had 37 percent more rainfall 
than average in April; the Lake Huron-Michigan 
basin, which partially fl ows out here via the St. Clair 
River, had rainfall 30 percent above average.)  

The projection is not a certainty by any means. 
Historically, lake levels have tended to rise a bit from 
May to June, before leveling off and then dropping 

in late summer as they head toward their winter 
lows. But the high-water year of 1986 was an outlier 
from the trend. The highest monthly average of all 
occurred in October of that year. 

And even fractions of an inch can make a big dif-
ference under certain wind and wave conditions. So 
it’s hardly good news for marinas grappling with 
underwater docks and for cities dealing with other 
dilemmas in their parks and elsewhere.

But living with the Great Lakes, even a pretty good 
lake like Lake St. Clair, means being prepared for 
both high and low water. The lakes, in more than a 
century of record keeping, seem to have a cycle of 
30 years, give or take, between high water levels. 
And there’s no guarantee that this year is the peak 
year. 

Nor is there any guarantee that the record lows for 
Lake St. Clair, recorded mostly in the 1930s, will stay 
in the record books. If there’s any lesson climate 
change is teaching, it’s that extreme events are 
becoming the norm.

That means the municipal shoreline parks may 
need to invest in more fl exibility, especially for their 
docks. Sandbagging at shoreline parks, as at least 
the City of Grosse Pointe and Grosse Pointe Shores 
did this month, may be the cheapest investment 
when high levels hit for only a year or two and occur 
every three decades or so. But shoreline buildings 
and docks need to be designed for both high- and 
low-water scenarios.

The high water also puts the spotlight on the sea-
wall along Lakeshore Road. It has held up, but waves 
earlier this month fl ung remnants of lake growth, 
other debris and perhaps even fi sh up onto the grass 
almost to the road, according to Shores City Manager 
Mark Wollenweber. The task of fi guring out how to 
fi x or replace the seawall, led in large part by Wayne 
County Commissioner Tim Killeen, is “closer to the 
beginning … than to the end,” according to the com-
missioner’s recent newsletter.

The plant growth along the shoreline adjacent to 
Farms Pier Park — a controversial fi eld of tall, gan-
gly spikes at one point in the low-water cycle — 
looks downright sparse now. Presumably the growth 
now underwater is providing food and shelter for the 
youngest fi sh, as well as some erosion control, as 
shoreline plant growth has over time. 

It’s all a reminder that the lakes have a life of their 
own. And each generation must take care to pass the 
lessons of lake life on to the next.

Lake levels:
What goes down 
must come up?

All it takes in these conditions is a 
sustained blast of wind from the 
northeast to tip the lake into overfl ow 
conditions around here.

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Pure Grosse Pointe
The Trombly Elementary School community is seeing red — as in ribbons and signs throughout the neighbor-

hoods. Trombly is one school being considered for closure due to declining enrollment and revenue. 

Alternatively, Maire Elementary residents are having the blues — as in ribbons — in support of their school.



M
y  son 
played his 
last colle-
giate la-
c r o s s e 

game on April 27. 
His lax career began as 

a fifth-grader at The 
Grosse Pointe Academy 
under Coach D and with 
club and summer ball 
under Coach B. He and 
three of his teammates 
from Grosse Pointe 
South’s Class of 2015 
went on to play in col-
lege. Each took to the 
fi eld for his fi nal regular 
season game on the same 
day, three at the exact 
same time.

For my husband and 
me, our son’s last game 

marked the end of an era 
watching our kids play 
sports. We made lasting 
friendships through their 
teams, from Little League 
A ball to Ivy League soc-
cer, coordinating car-
pools, co-hosting team 
pasta parties and post-
game tailgates, chatting 
in the stands or at the 
stats table and bonding 
over shared victories and 
losses with fellow par-
ents.

We traveled around the 
state, country and even 
internationally — does 
Canada count? — for 
tournaments. We cheered 
teams on in rain and 
snow and temperatures 
from below zero to 104 
degrees (Texas is hot in 
September). 

With our son and two 
daughters playing two 
and even three seasons 
of multiple sports — 
baseball, basketball, 
cross country, hockey, 

lacrosse, soccer and vol-
leyball — throughout 
middle and high school, 
spilling into summer 
with camps, tournaments 
and college showcases, 
athletics were a major 
focus of our family life.

Jared’s four years with 
the Emerson Lions pro-
vide the perfect coda to 
this epic chapter. It was 
the team with the small-
est roster in the league, 
but the biggest heart; the 
fewest subs on the side-
lines, but the loudest 
bench. The best way to 
capture the spirit of this 
team is through the 
seniors who began the 
journey with our son 
freshman year.

There’s Cam, fast, 
skilled and selfl ess, more 
a play maker than show-
man. Leading in assists, 
he was the one most 
likely to feed the ball at 
just the right moment. 
Unfortunately, he was 

unable to play senior 
year due to a back injury 
and was truly missed, but 
he continued to support 
the team from the side-
lines, making the trip to 
cheer them on for their 
fi nal game of the season.

Then there’s Bailey, 
starting goalie for three 
years. He was relegated 
to the bench senior year 
when a freshman recruit 
joined the team. This 
happens often in college 
sports. Hard work, dedi-
cation and commitment 
may be overlooked when 
“someone better” comes 
along. Loyalty may not 
always be rewarded, but 
Bailey showed it anyway. 
He proved as valuable a 
teammate on the bench 
as he did between the 
pipes, supporting the 
players and coaches and 
cheering on teammates 
from what became affec-
tionately known as “the 
bench mob.” We’re sure 

to hear more from Bailey 
— literally — as his 
already promising career 
in sports broadcasting 
fl ourishes.

I have a special fond-
ness for Marshall. Not 
only is he a redhead like 
my son, with a gentle 
smile and calm, steady 
demeanor, but we hosted 
him one night when he 
and Jared drove across 
the country together to 
spend their fall semester 
in Los Angeles. He 
played long stick defense, 
a diffi cult, thankless, yet 
critical position. He was 
a solid presence on the 
fi eld and team, demon-
strating leadership by 
example.

Fernando started fresh-
man year as a talented 
face-off specialist. Like 
Bailey, he lost this posi-
tion to a new recruit, in 
this case, one who turned 
out to be one of the lead-
ing face-off players in the 

league. Fernando forged 
a new role for himself as 
a defensive middie — a 
grinding and often thank-
less position requiring 
grit and endurance, but 
rarely the glory of goal 
scoring. He and Jared 
shared an experience 
together off the fi eld — 
an improv class that took 
them out of their comfort 
zone to another level of 
teamwork and camara-
derie with a different cast 
of supporting characters 
on stage.

I feel fortunate our son 
had these fine young 
men not just as team-
mates, but friends. It was 
the team chemistry — the 
blend of leadership and 
loyalty and support for 
one another — that made 
Emerson lacrosse such a 
meaningful experience 
for Jared and source of 
inspiration for his big-
gest fans at home.

The fi nal whistle may 
have blown on their 
lacrosse careers, but we 
will continue to cheer on 
“the boys” with whatev-
er’s next.
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Let’s hear it for the boys

behind the tellers’ cage 
and scooped currency 
from the cash drawers 
into a paper bag. As the 
burglars backed out of 
the building, they ordered 
everyone to remain on 
the fl oor. Coats, however, 
got to his feet when the 
robbers passed the glass 
door, drew his service 
revolver and ran outside.

When he was about 25 
feet away from the rob-
bers, he shouted to them 
that he was a police offi -
cer and to drop the gun 
and raise their hands. 

One of the burglars spun 
around fast, shotgun 
raised and Coats fired 
one shot in his direction. 
The man dropped his 
weapon saying he’d been 
shot; the other dropped 
the money.

Obituaries:  Walter 
Thorn Connor, Lottie Utley 
Corwin, Charles “Mike” 
Foster, Mabel S. Hammen, 
James Hennecke, W.G. 
Henschen, Dr. Harry Y. 
Kasabach, Albert F. Reilly, 
Taylor H. Seeber, Isaac E. 
Skeith, Edward C. Waltz, 
Harry E. Weilend

1994
25 years ago this week

Obituaries: Elizabeth 
Ann Allard Behrend, 
Russell Kellogg David Jr., 
Marion D. Gerds, Arthur 
H. Getz Sr., Herbert 
Stanley Jackson, Betty L. 
Mason, Mary Louis 
McLaughlin, Walter C. 
S a s s ,  G e r a l d  C . 
Schumaker, Isabelle 
Kanter Sumner

— Karen Fontanive

OP ED7A

You only have one heart
It deserves some of the nation’s leading doctors

Even if you are healthy and active, you can help keep your heart healthy
by talking to your doctor about your risk for heart disease or if a heart scan
is right for you. A heart scan by Ascension St. John Hospital care teams can 
help find heart disease even if you have no symptoms. It’s easy to do, and 
it’s one of the most accurate tests for detecting heart disease.

Get your heart scan for only $75

Get the heart care 
that’s right for you at   
ascension.org/heartscan
866-501-3627

Insurance does not cover the cost of a heart scan. Please note: If you are pregnant you should not have this test, or if you have
previously had a heart attack, coronary bypass surgery or a coronary stent. Men under age 40 and women under age 50
should not have this test because detectable calcium is not likely.

© Ascension 2019. All rights reserved.
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1944
75 years ago this week

ALL POINTE BEACH-
ES ARE CLOSED: The 
wrangle that has been 
underway among the little 
municipalities up in 
Macomb County over 
whether they will or will 
not pay for the treatment 
of their sewage, and how 
much and when and how 
during which protracted 
argument they continue 

to pour their sewage into 
the lake rather than divert 
it into the big interceptor 
sewer for conveyance to 
and treatment by the 
Detroit plant, has resulted 
in the offi cial prohibition 
of public bathing at all the 
Pointe beaches.

Obituary: Seaman 1st 
Class Will iam Lee 
Chambers

1969
50 years ago this week

WOODS PUBLIC 
SAFETY DIRECTOR 
NABS BANDITS IN 
BANK HOLDUP:

Woods Director of 
Public Safety Donald 
Coats, who was in the 
Colonial Federal Savings 
bank on private business 
and in plain clothes, was 
standing at the teller win-
dow facing the cashier 
when two men burst 
through the front door 
and ordered everyone to 
lie down on the floor. 
Everyone complied.

The bandits went 

YESTERDAY’S HEADLINES
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Madison Baltimore 
researched how the inte-
rior design of a teenag-
er ’s bedroom affects 
their mood. William 
Higbie created a docu-
mentary examining what 
aspects of the narrative 
fi lm create empathy and 
how media changes cul-
ture in America. Hope 
Kulka sought how vision-
ary fi ction installation art 
can be a tool for feminist 
activism by subverting 
subconscious prejudices 
within audiences.

These are three exam-
ples of senior academic 
research projects to be 
showcased at University 
Liggett School during its 
Celebration of Research 7 
to 9 p.m. Tuesday through 
Thursday, May 28 to 30. 
The public is invited to 
attend to view scientifi c 
experiments, watch fi lms, 
experience an interactive 
art installation and enjoy 
standup comedy, among 
other highlights.

In a culmination of 
nearly two years of 
research on a chosen 
topic, students pose and 
answer a relevant aca-
demic question, conduct 
research and take their 
project beyond the 
boundaries of the school 
to work with mentors 
locally and nationwide.

Feng shui
For her final project, 

Baltimore replicated two 
different models of the 
ideal bedroom of a teen-
ager to help stabilize their 
mood. Her research 
focused on color theory 
and feng shui, a system of 
laws originating from 
China considered to gov-
ern spatial arrangement 
and orientation in relation 
to the fl ow of energy.

“It’s a lot to look at, 
because teenagers are 
really busy with sports, 
school work. That’s a lot 
of energy and stress you 
bring into that main space 
you spend time in,” 
Baltimore said. “That’s 

the tricky part about try-
ing to ideally lay out this 
room because it’s a differ-
ent energy in a whole.”

While Baltimore said 
she has always been inter-
ested in design and craft-
ing, she plans to study 
biology at Bowling Green 
State University.

Culture shift
Higbie started creating 

fi lms when he was young. 
A four-year project he 
started in eighth-grade on 
street art in Detroit earned 
him best documentary at 
the Michigan Student Film 
Festival and All-American 
High School Film Festival 
and premiered last year at 
the Freep Film Festival.

His current project, 
however, a documentary 
titled “Take a Walk in 
Their Shoes,” provided 
his first opportunity to 
approach film from an 
academic standpoint.

“I understand that media 
is playing an ever larger 
part of our life,” he said. “I 
read a study that the aver-
age American spends fi ve 
hours watching television 
per day, which is baffl ing. 
If media is so present in 
our lives, how does it affect 
us and how does it change 
our perceptions and create 
ideas in our head about 
different things, different 
cultures, different places? 
I wanted to look at that 
and understand what tech-
niques fi lmmakers use to 
achieve that and then ethi-
cally how that can be 
implemented in films in 
the future.”

He selected three fi lms 
to explore how fi lms have 
brought empathy toward 
race, sexuality and the 
environment by examin-
ing cinematography, 

sound track and character 
development.  

“If you think about it, 
media makers, fi lmmak-
ers have a huge responsi-
bility,” he continued. “I 
don’t think we always 
understand how much 
movies and things on 
screen can affect our 
emotions. … We do react 
very deeply to these 
things that happen on the 
screen. If you’re going to 
be a fi lmmaker, you need 
to be aware that this stuff 
does affect people.”

Higbie, who plans to 
study fi lm at the University 
of Southern California 
next year, said this real-
ization inspired his ARP 
topic on empathy.

“I came into this project 
saying OK, if I’m going to 
pursue a career in fi lm-
making, I need to … real-
ize the power you have 
when you create content.”

Art activism
Kulka, too, hopes to 

carry her artistic inter-
ests with her next year to 
the College for Creative 
Studies, where she plans 
to major in illustration.

Her project blends her 
love of science fiction, 
politics and art.

“Something that is 
near and dear to my 
heart is feminism so I 
wanted to fi nd out how to 
do art activism and com-
bine that with the inter-
text that’s between 
science fi ction and world 
politics,” she said.

“The fi ction media is a 
way for people to 
approach challenging 
topics without feeling 
super attacked, and 
that’s definitely preva-
lent in science fi ction,” 
she continued.

TV shows like “Star 
Trek” — “I’m a huge Star 
Trek fan,” she admitted — 
explored “huge questions 
around race or sexuality or 
morality in general, but … 
all hidden behind the veil 
of science fi ction.”

Kulka has created two 
art installations. The fi rst 
is a visionary cityscape 
that revolutionizes the 
traditional skyscraper 
concept with circles, 
spheres and triangles “to 
reflect a more holistic 
class structure.”

The second is a full 
immersion installation — 
a room within a room. 
Inspired by role-playing 
video games, Kulka’s 
installation gives viewers 
the opportunity to inter-
act with five different 
female characters, help-
ing them build empathy 
through exposure to their 
experiences.

Art, Kulka said, is a way 
to deliver a message with-
out making the viewer 
feel preached to.

“When you’re feeling 
attacked, you’re not 
always receptive to infor-
mation,” she said. “... But 
with the whole phantas-
magorical visionary realm, 
you’re not expecting to be 
challenged and it’s all sub-
liminal and you’re taking it 
all in through the realm of 
fi ction.”

Owning it
As assistant head of 

upper school and ARP 
director, Shernaz Minwalla 
has worked closely with 
each of the students on 
their projects.

“The wealth of knowl-
edge and the experience 
they have gained and the 
skills they have gained is 
unbelievable,” she said. 
“… That’s the beauty of 
the independent project. 
This is their own; they 
own this.”

The students agreed 
they have gained new 
academic insights from 
the experience.

For Baltimore, it was 
learning new skills, 
improving her time man-
agement and increasing 
her understanding of the 
teenage brain.

“Even though I do have 
help, this is my project and 
what I want to see and 
what I want to do. It’s great 
to see my ideas coming to 
fruition,” she said.

Higbie said the project 
gave him the opportunity 
to step outside the creative 
side of filmmaking and 
deconstruct his ideas from 
an academic viewpoint.

For Kulka, the experi-
ence has been all-consum-
ing.

“I defi nitely got so much 
out of this project,” she 
said. “I don’t think there’s 
been a day since we started 
that I haven’t thought 
about ARP. It’s my favorite 
thing to do and I’m always 
thinking about it.”

By Mary Anne Brush
Staff Writer

Independent and in-depth
ULS seniors 
tackle topics of 
interest, prepare 
for celebration 
of research

PHOTO BY MARY ANNE BRUSH

Seniors, from left, Madison Baltimore, Hope Kulka 
and William Higbie prepare for University Liggett 
School’s Celebration of Research May 28 to 30.

Trombly Elementary 
School families gathered 
at Windmill Pointe in 
Grosse Pointe Park at 7:30 
a.m., then headed toward 
their destination — Defer 
Elementary School.

The May 17 walk was a 
demonstration and “test 
run,” according to Trombly 
parent and organizer 
Renee Jakubowski, to 
show what traffi c was like 
at a busy intersection on 
Jefferson at rush hour and 
approximately how long it 
would take a student who 
lived south of Jefferson to 
walk to Defer if their home 
school is closed as pro-
posed in two of the four 
Grosse Pointe Public 
School System reconfi gu-
ration options.

Should Trombly close, 
100 percent of its stu-
dents would relocate to 
Defer and 30 percent of 
Defer students would 
move to Maire. Twenty 
percent of Maire students 
would relocate  to 
Richard.

In another plan propos-
ing a Maire Elementary 
School closure, 40 per-
cent of Maire students 
would relocate to Defer 
and 60 percent to Richard 
Elementary School, with 
20 percent of Richard stu-
dents relocating to Kerby 
Elementary School. 

The walk route was 
from Windmill Pointe 
along Barrington to 
Jefferson. At the traffi c 
light at Westchester, the 
crowd crossed Jefferson 
to Somerset and up to 
Kercheval. A crossing 
guard was stationed at 
both Jefferson and 
Kercheval.

The goal was to test 
both the safety of the 
Jefferson crossing and 
the amount of disruption 
the increased number of 
students would cause to 
commuters  headed 
downtown.

Given its busy nature 
at that hour, there were 
parents who’d “be more 
likely to let their kids 
swim to Canada than 
cross Jefferson by them-
selves,” Jakubowski said.

While she admitted “a 
fair number of our par-
ents probably would 
drive,” this option was 
not available to all 
Trombly families.

“We have more eco-
nomic diversity,” she 
said. “We have kids with 
fewer resources, but 
we’re the ones being 
squeezed out. We want to 
support our diversity. We 
think we’re an entry 
point for families who 
are looking for proximity 
to the city and affordable 
housing prices. … We 
have kids who are in 
duplexes and kids who 
are in mansions in the 
same neighborhood.”

The walk took longer 
and was harder even 
than anticipated, she 
said, with traffi c backing 
up on Jefferson while 
approximate ly  150 
pedestrians, including 
adults and children, 
crossed the intersection.

“Some of the kids had 
to turn around. Some of 
them started eating their 
lunches on the way,” she 
said. “They needed a 
sugar pick-me-up.”

Students who partici-
pated in the walk sent in 
forms in advance notify-
ing the school they would 
be late. 

“They couldn’t excuse 
the tardy, but I’m sure 
they  unders tood , ” 
Jakubowski said. “...We 
didn’t want to make 
things terribly disruptive, 
but we’re hoping (the dis-
trict) will give us another 
look. All of our concerns 
have been ignored.

“What’s the game 
plan? Don’t just close us 
and say you’ll figure it 
out later,” she added. “We 
need to know our kids 
are going to be safe.”

Trombly parents 
stage safety walk
By Mary Anne Brush
Staff Writer

PHOTO BY MARY ANNE BRUSH

Trombly students and parents head toward 
Jefferson from Windmill Pointe Park to demon-
strate how long it takes to walk to Defer Elementary 
School and how busy Jefferson is at rush hour.

Est. 1995

WHERE INDEPENDENCEWHERE INDEPENDENCE
MEETS MOTIVATIONMEETS MOTIVATION

$9999
FOR THE FOR THE 
ENTIREENTIRE

SUMMERSUMMER

ONNLYLY

052319

COLLEGECOLLEGE
STUDENTSTUDENT
SUMMERSUMMER

MEMBERSHIPMEMBERSHIP
EXPIRES WHEN YOU EXPIRES WHEN YOU 

GO BACK TO SCHOOLGO BACK TO SCHOOL
JOIN NOW FOR JOIN NOW FOR 

YOUR BEST VALUEYOUR BEST VALUE

(313) 417-9666(313) 417-9666
19556 HARPER • BETWEEN MOROSS & VERNIER19556 HARPER • BETWEEN MOROSS & VERNIER

WWW.POINTEFITNESSANDTRAINING.COMWWW.POINTEFITNESSANDTRAINING.COM

•  30 Acres Now in Bloom!
• Cameras Welcome!
•  Guided Tours by Appointment
• Great for Special Events
•  Free Admission! Donations 

Appreciated

Hundreds of Perennials in Bloom through Oct. 31!Hundreds of Perennials in Bloom through Oct. 31!
5444 Welch Rd., Emmett MI

Fri.-Tues. 10am-8pm • (810) 387-2765
www.visitsunnyfields.org

Michigan’s largest collection of Lilacs & CrabapplesMichigan’s largest collection of Lilacs & Crabapples

052319

Public NowPublic Now
Invited!Invited!



GROSSE POINTE NEWS, MAY 23, 2019

SCHOOLS  |  9A 

Teacher of
THE WEEK

This is part two of a 
four-part series on Grosse 
Pointe Public School 
System elementary 
schools considered for 
closure.

Ali Sledz is new to 
Grosse Pointe. She and 
her husband recently relo-
cated from Georgia, pur-
chasing a home within 
walking distance of Mason 
Elementary School. They 
selected the area not only 
because of its proximity to 
Mason and the neighbor-
hood feel, but because 
Sledz did her research. As 
a student teacher, she 
knew Mason, a National 
Blue Ribbon School, was 
highly ranked with a 
diverse student popula-
tion. Both factors were 
important to her in decid-
ing where to live and edu-
cate their children, a 
second-grader, kindergar-
tener and 3-year-old.

Sledz was disappointed 
to learn of potential school 
closures as part of the dis-
trict’s reconfi guration plan 
and the impact this could 
have on neighborhood ele-
mentary schools.

“They’re the heart of 
the community,” she said. 
“They truly are.”

Kris McKean, a long-
time Grosse Pointe Woods 
resident whose grand-
child is a third-grader at 
Mason, agreed.

“They tie the commu-
nity together,” she said.

McKean, Mason PTO 
vice president, is on her 
“second tour of duty.” Her 
two children, now grown, 
attended Grosse Pointe 
Public Schools and in 1983, 
McKean was a Mason par-
ent when the school was 
among four elementary 
schools the Grosse Pointe 
Public School System 
Board of Education pro-
posed for closure.

In an attempt to save 
Mason, McKean said par-
ents hired a demographer 
to demonstrate how Grosse 
Pointe Woods was an area 
of growth for school-age 
children. Ultimately Mason 
escaped closure —  only 
Barnes Elementary School 
closed and later was repur-
posed as an Early 
Childhood Center — but 

McKean is disappointed to 
see it back as part of the 
current plan to close either 
Mason or Poupard 
Elementary School on the 
north end and Maire or 
Trombly elementary 
school on the south end. 

Also proposed is moving 
fi fth-grade to middle school 
rather than closing one of 
the three middle schools. 
The board plans to vote on 
a fi nal reconfi guration plan 
in June.

“I just think this has 
become political warfare 
and it has pitted the north 
against the south, which is 
really sort of sad,” McKean 
said. “This is a time to 
grow our community. We 
should be leading the 
charge. We should be set-
ting some standard and I 

don’t think we’re going to 
do that with this plan.”

“People on the south 
end are saying ‘not my 
school and not my kids 
and I bought this house for 
these reasons’ and people 
on the north end feel the 
same way,” she added. 

Like in the 1980s, 
McKean views the Woods 
as an area for future 
growth.

“This is the entryway 
for many families,” she 
said. “... The homes are 
spacious enough and still 
affordable.”

She also is no fan of the 
fi fth-grade transition.

“Fifth-grade needs to 
stay put,” she said. “There 
are lots of kids who’ll be 
fi ne. I’m a researcher by 
trade and in almost every 
research pattern (it’s bro-
ken into thirds). A third 
will excel, a third will do 
fi ne and a third will fail. I 
don’t want to risk any of 
the third who will fail. I 
just think we owe those 
kids more.”

For example, McKean 
said she knows her 
granddaughter wouldn’t 
be prepared for the mid-
dle school environment 
as a fi fth-grader.

Amy Schubert, Mason 
PTO president, is con-
cerned for the welfare of 
her third-grade daughter 
as well.

“Our daughters — 
granddaughter, daughter 
— are going to be the fi rst 
fifth-grade class to 
move,” she said. “It’s 
going to be rough.”

Amy Weglarz, Mason 
PTO treasurer, pointed 
out if Mason closes, her 
second-grade daughter 
will attend three different 
schools in three years — 
Mason for third grade, 
likely Monteith for fourth 
grade, given where she 
lives, and Parcells Middle 
School for fi fth grade.

Yet Weglarz doesn’t 
dispute the need to close 

schools. Having followed 
the school board closely, 
she recognizes change is 
necessary.

“People who use the 
phrase ‘kicking the can’ 
— they’re not wrong. The 
district has been kicking 
the can on doing this for 
decades and now we have 
a school board willing to 
do something,” she said.

She also is less con-
cerned about the impact of 
a school closure on prop-
erty values — estimated at 
a 9 percent drop according 
to a National Association 
of Realtors study.

“There are roughly 200 
houses on the market at 
any given time in the 
Grosse Pointe commu-
nity,” she said. “... The 
lower the inventory, the 
higher the prices, so 
we’re actually set up 
really well to have the 9 
percent drop everyone is 
talking about probably be 
lower than 9 percent.”

Weglarz’s chief con-
cern is the schools tar-
geted for closure.

“There are four schools 
that have a high at-risk 
population — Defer, 
Trombly, Mason and 
Poupard,” she said. “Three 
of those are on the list. 
That is an inequity.”

“Fifty percent of the 
Title 1 students which they 
label at-risk are on the 
north end,” said Sledz. 
“That’s a huge percentage 
of your at-risk percentage 
population to put through 
a massive transition. 
Whether it’s Poupard or 
Mason, we’re affecting the 
kids that should not be 
affected. These are the 
kids who have home lives 
that are not ideal and peo-
ple who are not going to be 
able to lift them up if things 
start to go haywire.”

All four agreed the deci-
sion was less about the 
building and more about 
the quality of education 
and some of the intangi-
bles associated with their 
neighborhood school.

“I care about walkabil-
ity,” said Sledz. “I care 

that my school is small 
and the principal knows 
everybody’s name.”

“I want my daughter to 
get the best education,” 
said Schubert. “It’s not 
about the building. It’s 
about what’s inside. … I 
want her to have the top-
notch education that was 
always in the Pointes.”

“We don’t want to lose 
the building. We don’t 
want to lose our family 
unit,” said McKean. “We 
don’t want to lose our 
teachers or our principal. 
We know something 
needs to happen.”

Whether that means 
Mason families lose their 
home school or Poupard 
families lose theirs, 
“Things will not be the 
same after next year,” 
she said.

If Mason is selected for 
closure, McKean sug-
gested having Mason 
Principal Roy Bishop 
move with the students to 
Poupard to help with the 
transition, pointing out 
Poupard  P r inc ipa l 
Hussain Ali would be a 
natural replacement at 
Ferry Elementary School 
after current Principal 
Gloriz Hinz retires at the 
end of this year.

“If we’re fortunate 
enough to keep Roy 
Bishop, he will help keep 
everyone who remains to 
be a family,” she said.

Look for a perspective 
from Trombly parents in 
next week’s issue.

By Mary Anne Brush
Staff Writer

Mason parents reflect on school closures

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Stevens T. Mason Elementary School, named in honor of the fi rst offi cial governor 
of Michigan, opened in 1929. It originally housed 99 students and six teachers.

THURSDAY, MAY 23

◆ The Gearheads, Grosse 
Pointe North and Grosse 
Pointe South high 
schools’ combined robot-
ics team, hosts a Women 
in STEM Symposium 
from 6 to 8 p.m. in Grosse 
Pointe North’s cafeteria, 
707 Vernier, Grosse 
Pointe Woods. For more 
information, contact 
team1189gearheads@
gmail.com.

Week Ahead

Leslie Aldrich
School: Maire 
Elementary School
Years at Maire: 2
(7 in GPPSS)
Grade/Subject: 
Kindergarten
Nominated by: Ryan 
Francis, principal
Principal’s quote:

“Leslie is truly a kid-
centered educator who is 
constantly refl ecting and 
improving her craft. She 
creates a warm and nur-
turing environment 
where students take 
ownership for their class-
room community. Leslie 
inspires a passion, a zest 
for learning in her stu-
dents. We are lucky to 
have Leslie at Maire.”
What do you enjoy 
most about teaching?

It brings me so much 
happiness when children 
have their “ah-ha” 
moments. The way they 
light up when they read 
their fi rst book or sound 
out their fi rst word while 
reading, touches me 

every time. I also love the 
hugs — I have to admit.
Describe a teaching 
accomplishment 
you’re proud of or a 
“teachable moment” 
you experienced.

A teachable moment 
happened here just this 
year. In the social studies 
unit, one project is to make 
a flag to symbolize 
America (through the stu-
dent lens). I asked the chil-
dren to share an idea with 
a partner or two before 
starting the project. After 
meeting, several students 
came to me and said that 
they’d prefer to create a 
fl ag of Maire. We took a 
vote and it was unanimous 
that the children wanted to 
do Maire fl ags. I loved this 
as they took a leadership 
position and made the les-
son more relevant to them. 
This is a moment when, as 
a teacher, you know they 
are processing and apply-
ing everything they are 
learning.

Please share a book or 
person that has 
inspired you or your 
teaching.

Two of the people who 
inspire me the most are 
my own children. Two 
colleagues that inspire 
me to grow as a teacher 
are Courtney Dykstra 
and Ann Passino, both 
teachers in the district.
Favorite quote:

“Play is the highest 
form of research.”

— Albert Einstein
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$3199-10%

=$1399!!$$$$$$$
$1554-10%

NEXT DAY DELIVERY! NEXT DAY DELIVERY! **

ONLY

18 MONTH PROMOTIONAL FINANCING!*

FOR THE
PAIR=$1029!!

$1149-10%

SAVE $419!!

FEATURES:
WASHER
• 4.2 cu. ft.
• Deep water wash
• Power wash agitator
ELECTRIC DRYER
• 7.0 cu. ft. 
• Wrinkle Control 
• Heavy duty motor

Top Load
Laundry Pair

MVWC565FW • MEDC465HW

ON THE PAIR

SLATE COLOR SUITE

ONLY

18 MONTH PROMOTIONAL FINANCING!*

REFRIGERATOR: 25 cu. ft., external water & ice, fi ngerprint resistant (WRF555SDHV)
ELECTRIC RANGE: 5.3 cu. ft., 5 radiant elements, self clean (WFE525S0HV)
DISHWASHER: Fully integrated controls, 47 dBA quiet, sensor cycle (WDT750SAHV)
OVER-THE-RANGE MICROWAVE: 1.9 cu. ft., sensor cook, steam cooking (WMH32519HV)

BLACK STAINLESS SUITE

NEXT DAY DELIVERY! NEXT DAY DELIVERY! **

$2699!!
SAVE $1779!!

STAINLESS STEEL SUITE

REFRIGERATOR: 22.7 cu. ft., external water & ice, counter depth (KRSC503ESS)
ELECTRIC RANGE: 6.4 cu. ft., 5 radiant elements, true convection (KFEG500ESS)
DISHWASHER: Front controls, sani-rinse option, 46dBA Quiet (KDFE104HPS)
OVER-THE-RANGE MICROWAVE: 2.0 cu. ft., Sensor cooking, 1000 watts (KMHS120ESS)

18 MONTH PROMOTIONAL FINANCING!*

JUST
STAINLESS STEEL SUITETE

SEE STORE FORSEE STORE FOR
ADDITIONALADDITIONAL
DISCOUNTS!DISCOUNTS!

NEXT DAY DELIVERY! NEXT DAY DELIVERY! **

$3999!!
SAVE $2047! WOW!

$$$1149 10%%1149 10%
NEXT DAY DELIVERY! NEXT DAY DELIVERY! **

18 MONTH PROMOTIONAL FINANCING!*

JUST
4 PIECE STAINLESS STEEL SUITE

=$2599!!$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
$3332-10% & $400 REBATE

REFRIGERATOR: 25 Cu. Ft., External Water & Ice, 6 Door Bins (MFI2570FEZ)
ELECTRIC RANGE: 5.3 Cu. Ft., Precision Cooking System , 5 Radiant Elements (MER6600FZ)
OVER-THE-RANGE MICROWAVE: 1.7 Cu. Ft., 2-Speed Venting System, 1000 Watts (MMV1174FZ)
DISHWASHER: Full Console, Hard Food Disposer, 50dBA Quiet (MDB4949SHZ)

DIMENSIONS: W 35 5/8” x
D 35 1/4” x H 70 1/8”

SAVE $1247!!

FINGERPRINT RESISTANT!FINGERPRINT RESISTANT!

STAINLESS STEEL SUITE

MDB8989SHZ

NEXT DAY DELIVERY! NEXT DAY DELIVERY! **

Stainless Steel
Dishwasher
FEATURES:
• Top controls
• Power dry options
• 3rd level rack

EEEE

18 MONTH PROMOTIONAL FINANCING!*

JUST
SAVE $200!!
=$679!!
$754-10%

DEPENDABILITY LASTS. THESE DEALS WON’T.

MAY 2 - JUNE 5, 2019
*See sales associate for rebate form with complete details. Only valid at participating Maytag brand retailers. Rebate in the form of a

Maytag brand Visa® prepaid card by mail. Additional terms and conditions apply. ®/™ © 2019 Maytag. All rights reserved. NCP-25849

T4 PIECE STAINLESS STEEL SUITE4444 PIECE STAINLESS STEEL SUITTTTTT4 PIECE STAINLESS STEEL SUITE
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This the fi rst part of a two-part 
series about the history of 
Cottage Hospital.

Henry Ford Medical Center-
Cottage has been a fi xture in the 
Grosse Pointe community for a 
century. As it celebrates its 
100th anniversary of meeting 
the community’s health care 
needs, here is a look back at its 
history.

Getting started
Cottage Hospital was founded 

as the direct result of the 1918 
Spanish influenza epidemic, 
during which 600 cases and 
seven deaths were reported in 
Grosse Pointe Township. Many 
severe cases had to be neglected, 
according to the Grosse Pointe 
Civic News, because there 
wasn’t enough help.

At the time, the Neighborhood 
Club coordinated home visits, 
school checkups and vaccina-
tions — and provided transpor-
tation to Harper or Henry Ford 
hospitals when the temporary 
beds set up in the gymnasium 
weren’t enough to handle the 
outbreak.

“Cottage was founded in 1919 
by some Grosse Pointe ladies, 
including Maud Von Ketteler,” 
said Ed O’Malley M.D., a pedi-
atric ophthalmologist whose 

affiliation with the hospital 
began in1994. “She and her pals 
decided Grosse Pointe needed a 
hospital because of the Spanish 
fl u epidemic which affected 500 
million people worldwide. 
There were no vaccines; all they 
could do was provide support 
through nursing care. They 
opened Cottage, which was a 
lying-in hospital, where sick 
people came and got nursing 
care — food, drink, support.”

The Baroness Maud Ledyard 
Von Ketteler, along with Mrs. 
Horace E. Dodge and Mrs. 
Benjamin S. Warren, focused 
their energies and infl uence on 
creating a facility for the shelter 
and care of the sick in Grosse 
Pointe. 

Cottage Hospital began in a 
small, wood plank house on 
Oak Street — now Muir Road 
— that was purchased and reno-
vated before its first patients 
arrived March 13, 1919. It 
included five adult beds, five 
children’s beds and three bassi-
nets. By August 1919, 65 
patients had been treated and 
the hospital was “taxed beyond 
its capacity,” according to infor-
mation obtained from the 
Grosse Pointe Historical Society.

In September, an adjoining 
cottage was purchased and 
between them an operating 
room and maternity room were 
built joining the two buildings. 
The hospital continued to 

receive support from its found-
ers and the community.

“For a period of three years, 
the women of the Hospital 
Committee met once a week at 
Mrs. Dexter M. Ferry’s and 
made surgical dressings,” reads 
an account by the Grosse Pointe 
Civic News. “At present this 
work is being carried on at the 
residence of Mrs. Murray W. 
Sales. The sewing committee of 
the Grosse Pointe Presbyterian 
Church has also helped in mak-
ing garments as well as surgical 
dressings.

“Motor accidents, emergency, 
surgical and obstetrical cases 
and illnesses — both chronic 
and acute — are all brought to 
the Cottage, and the number of 
cases cared for each week more 
than justify its existence,” it con-
tinues. “... One of the most satis-
factory results following the 
establishment of this hospital is 
the place it has won in the con-
fi dence of the entire community 
and, being small, homelike and 
near at hand, patients gladly 
turn to it for relief.”

“The epidemic blew over and 
at the new building they started 
delivering babies,” O’Malley 
said. “Then it started surgeries.”

As the hospital’s popularity 
grew, so did its need for more 
space. Plans were made for a 
larger, more permanent facility.

Already growing
A parcel of land was offered 

by Burns Henry. Boston archi-
tects Stevens & Lee and Detroit 
builders Corrick Brothers built 
a two-story hospital that was 
funded by donations from the 
likes of Murray W. Sales, Phillip 
McMillan, John Newberry, 
Emory L. Ford and Richard Joy, 
among others. The new hospital 
opened Nov. 6, 1928, at 159 
Kercheval — where it stands 
today.

“In 1928, Cottage hired an 
architectural firm to design 
Cottage as it is now and the 
building behind it, the Newberry 
House,” O’Malley said. “The 
Newberrys were a philanthropy 
family who gave money to build 
a home for nurses.”

Initially, the new Cottage 
Hospital had a capacity of 58 
beds and 13 bassinets. It 
included a laboratory, X-ray, 
operating rooms and a chil-
dren’s wing, along with accom-
modations for adults and 
accident and emergency care. 
At the time, an extensive outpa-
tient department was planned, 
according to an October 1928 
issue of The Civic News.

Behind the new building, a 
three-story nurses’ residence 
was built honoring Mrs. John S. 
Newberry; it was furnished by 
Mrs. Emory L. Ford. Opened in 
February 1930, the residence 

housed 30 — the entire nursing 
staff and “domestic help.”

In the early 1920s, the hospi-
tal building was deeded to the 
Mutual Aid and Neighborhood 
Club and was managed by com-
mittees from the club’s trustees 
and members. Just before the 
1928 expansion opened, 
Neighborhood Club trustees 
voted to incorporate a separate 
governing board for Cottage 
Hospital.

“Cottage through the 1930s 
and ’40s was the go-to place in 
Grosse Pointe for doctors and 
patients,” O’Malley said. “Bon 
Secours and St. John were 
growing up. Everybody got 
along just fi ne. Back then if you 
had your gall bladder removed, 
you were in the hospital for a 
week. There was a great need 
for hospital beds.”

The hospital continued to 
expand and grow its services 
during the years.

Created and nurtured by 
women, it wasn’t until 1962 that 
men joined Cottage’s board of 
trustees, breaking a 43-year tra-
dition of exclusively female 
leadership.

Expansions occurred in 1942 
and 1953, the latter of which 
increased the facility’s capacity 
to 101 beds. After reaching 
capacity in the late 1960s, it 
received permission from Farms 
city council to add a three-story 
wing, which opened in 1971 and 
expanded capacity to 175 beds 
and included a roof garden.

The new wing included 
125,000 feet of fl oor space — a 
basement and three above-
ground fl oors — which doubled 
the hospital’s existing facility 
and expanded from 115 beds 
and 24 bassinets to include 
another 33 mental health beds, 
30 continuing care beds and 
new departments for physical 
medicine, intensive and coro-
nary care, an expanded ER and 
surgical suite and radiology and 
lab.

Hospital Administrator Ralph 
L. Wilgarde said the expansion 
was done to meet community 
needs.

“There isn’t a mental health 
bed on the east side between 
downtown Detroit and Mount 

Clemens,” he told the Detroit 
News in a 1970 article. “It’s the 
same with continuing care. 
Hospital beds are fi lled by acute 
cases to the point that they don’t 
have a chance to cool off 
between patients.”

The expansion also included 
short-term care for drug abuse 
patients.

“We are joining with the 
Northeast Guidance Center to 
form a community mental 
health service,” Wilgarde con-
tinued. “They will handle outpa-
tient and emergency services 
and we will provide in-patient 
beds.”

Times are changing
According to a Detroit Free 

Press article published in 1985, 
“Cottage’s present-day health is 
also a surprise to some, consid-
ering it was almost forced to 
close in the late 1970s. That’s 
when the Comprehensive 
Health Planning Council of 
Southeastern Michigan recom-
mended the hospital take a 
62-bed reduction to ease the 
problem of excess hospital 
space in the Detroit area. … 
After extensive lobbying and 
public pressure, the plan was 
revised and Cottage took a 
16-bed reduction, turning its 
obstetrical unit over to Bon 
Secours Hospital.”

The unit, one of the fi rst in the 
area to allow fathers in the deliv-
ery room, closed in 1981.

“When you stop delivering 
babies, you’re kind of telling the 
world you’re not a real hospital 
anymore,” O’Malley said. “At 
one time, Cottage was the best 
intensive care unit in the city.

“Cottage languished in the 
’80s until ultimately they didn’t 
know what they were,” he con-
tinued. “People stopped bring-
ing patients to the little hospital; 
they went to the big ones.”

In 1982, Cottage and Bon 
Secours Hospital agreed to 
share the cost of a tomography 
scanner. The unit was housed at 
Bon Secours and followed by 
physicians at Cottage, who 
would watch examinations via a 
cable television hookup. The 
cost-saving measure — along 
with partnering with other hos-
pitals — was touted by the state 
as a cost-effective example for 

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

100 years
Cottage celebrates centennial

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE GROSSE POINTE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The original Cottage Hospital.

The morning of Dec. 5, 1918, in the Township of Grosse Pointe, 
Miss Jessie Hendrie, president of the Mutual Aid Society and the 
Neighborhood Club, accepted a motion that Baroness Maud 
Ledyard Von Ketteler, Mrs. Horace E. Dodge and Mrs. Benjamin 
S. Warren “see about the shelter and care of the sick on account 
of the infl uenza epidemic.”

Baroness Von Ketteler may have seemed an unlikely leader for 
the movement to found a hospital and shoulder the responsibility 
for its operation. A woman of international stature who had cap-
tured the imagination of 
Detroit society before the turn 
of the century, Maud Von 
Ketteler was a member of the 
wealthy and respected 
Ledyard family. The daughter 
of Henry B. Ledyard, the pres-
ident of the Free Children’s 
Hospital, she was a descen-
dant of Lewis B. Cass, 
Michigan (Territory)’s first 
governor and probably its 
most illustrious statesman.

Frail as a girl, she had been 
raised on the family’s sum-
mer estate, “Cloverleigh.” Her 
mother taught her all she 
knew. An avid reader who 
was blessed with an alert 
mind, Maud was anxious to 
be useful. The baroness’s 
niece, Mrs. Rogers I. Marquis, 
recalls the story that when 
Maud was 18 she announced she intended to be a nurse. The idea 
would not have seemed so unusual for a beautiful young debutante 
of the time, if nurses’ work in the 1880s had not required hours of 
fl oor scrubbing along with care for the sick.

Sent to visit her good friend, Ann McMillan, who had moved to 
Washington, D.C., Maud abandoned her ambitions for a time. She 
was presented to society in Washington in the 1890s and soon after 
met and fell in love with a young diplomatic secretary with the 
German embassy, Clements Von Ketteler. Married in S.S. Peter 
and Paul Cathedral in Detroit in 1897, the couple settled into the 
life of diplomatic service for the imperial court of Kaiser Wilhelm 

Baroness Maud Ledyard Von Ketteler

PHOTO COURTESY OF HENRY FORD 
HEALTH SYSTEM

Maud Ledyard Von Ketteler

See MAUD, page 6B

PHOTOS COURTESY OF HENRY FORD HEALTH 
SYSTEM

The emergency entrance, circa 1964.

Babies at Cottage’s nursery, circa 1960s.

See COTTAGE, page 6B
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Friday, May 24, Grosse 
Pointe Shores resident 
John Lutz will celebrate 
his 100th birthday.

In advance of the mile-
stone, Lutz refl ected on 
his life — largely his ser-
vice to his country in the 
U.S. Navy.

Lutz was born in New 
York, N.Y., and attended 
P.S. 102 before graduat-
ing from high school in 
Newtown, N.Y., in 1936. 
He went on to earn an 
engineering degree from 
MIT in 1940, then moved 
to North Carolina.

“I was in North 
Carolina at the time 
building ships,” he said, 
noting a lot of men his 
age were enlisting. “I got tired 
of building them; I wanted to 
be on one. So I went to Raleigh 
… and enlisted in the Navy.

“They sent me to Princeton 
for Naval Reserve School.”

After several assignments, 
Lutz was sent to Camp 
Bradford in 1944 for amphibi-
ous training. From there, he 
joined the crew of the USS LST 
651.

“That’s the ship I spent all 
my time on in the active Navy,” 
he said.

Lutz served in various Pacifi c 
operations, including the inva-
sion of Okinawa.

“I was an engineering offi -
cer,” Lutz said. “I had to make 
sure everything worked. And 
that we were able to take the 
ship and ram it up onto the 
beach.”

“He was on one of the fi rst 
ships that invaded Okinawa,” 
his daughter, Jacalyn Margittay, 
said. “Thousands and thou-
sands of troops were lost.”

In August 1945, Lutz was 
designated as the ship photog-
rapher.

“I took a camera with me, I 
had fi lm with me and I devel-
oped the film onboard,” he 
said. “I got over 500 pictures.

“I took the corner of a 
store room to develop 
film,” he continued. 
“One time I ran out of 
chemicals, but I ran into 
a friend of mine on a big, 
big supply ship. He said, 

‘Is there anything we can give 
you?’ I said, chemicals and 
fi lm. I got a big roll of fi lm that 
lasted me the rest of my time.”

Lutz was released from 
active duty in 1946 and stayed 
in the reserves. He worked at 
Baldwin Locomotive Works in 
Philadelphia, until he was 
recalled in 1951, to serve in the 
Korean War aboard the USS 
Adria.

There he participated in 
another favorite pastime.

“I brought a piano on the 
ship into the ward room,” he 
said. “The ship was in overhaul 
in Baltimore at the time. There 

was a music store downtown. I 
went to see if I could fi nd an 
old piano. I did and they gave it 
to me — and delivered it and 
assembled it.”

The piano was bolted to the 
fl oor, Lutz said. 

And after his service?
“They probably threw it 

overboard when I left,” he said.
Lutz offi cially retired from 

the Navy in June 1964, after 22 
years of service. He spent the 
rest of his civilian working 
years at McCord Corp., which 
became Textron Corp. He 
retired in 1986, thoroughly sat-
isfi ed with his career.

“I always loved what I was 
doing,” he said. “If I didn’t, I 
would have moved on. Life’s 
too short.”

Lutz has been married to 
Katherine 47 years. They 
moved to the Shores in 1977. 
They met when she worked at 
General Motors and he was 
with McCord.

He has one daughter, 
Jacalyn, and a granddaughter. 
An older daughter, Janet, 
passed away.

“We traveled a lot,” he said of 
h i s  favor i te  pas t ime . 
“Switzerland is the best. That’s 
because my grandfather and 
father came from there. I like 
Italy, too. And there’s nothing 
wrong with France. There’s 
nothing wrong with England.”

The East Coast also was a 
favorite destination of the cou-
ple.

“You don’t get around as 
much when you’re older,” Lutz 
said. “We went to New England 
just about every summer — 
and if we got hungry for lob-
ster.”

The East Coast also is where 
they met and befriended sev-
eral artists.

“We got to know an awful lot 
of artists in a town called 
Rockport,” he said. “Half the 
paintings in the house were 
made by an artist who lived in 
Rockport.”

Lutz’s Shores home is full of 
artwork — some by said artists, 
others original works. The self-
taught painter has been at it his 
whole life.

“It’s just a hobby,” he said. “I 
used to draw cartoons for my 
high school newspaper.”

Many of his paintings are of 
waterways and ships — includ-
ing LST 651; however, Lutz is 
not a sailor.

“I sailed enough,” he said.
Lutz initially credited his 

wife with his longevity.
“She’s first for living so 

long,” he said. “My cardiologist 
is second.”

He then decided it’s due to 
“good food and good whiskey 
— and a lot of it is just plain 
luck.”

“It’s been a good life,” 
Katherine Lutz said. “It’s hard 
to believe his age; he doesn’t 
look it. He’s a heartbreaker; 
the girls all envy me. … It’s a 
happy household.”

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Shores man, veteran celebrates a century

PHOTO BY JODY MCVEIGH

John and Kathrine Lutz.

PHOTO COURTESY OF JOHN 
LUTZ

Lutz, at Offi cer Training 
School.

Spring cleaning has 
brought an abundance of 
treasures once again to 
Assumption Cultural 
Center, which is holding 
its 11th annual Giant 
Garage Sale from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Thursday, June 
6, through Saturday, 
June 8.

Gently used merchan-
dise for sale includes 
children’s items — cloth-
ing, toys and equipment 
— adult clothing and 
accessories, sports equip-
ment, home décor, furni-

ture, gardening tools, 
bicycles, books and 
more. Food and baked 
goods also are available 
for purchase.

All proceeds benefit 
Assumpt ion  Greek 
Or thodox  Church , 
Assumption Cultural 
Center and Assumption 
Nursery School  & 
To d d l e r  C e n t e r. 
Assumption is located at 
21800 Marter, St. Clair 
Shores. For more infor-
mation, call (586) 779-
6111.

Assumption’s 
annual garage 
sale is June 6-8

BNI
The Business Network 

International Pipeline 
Chapter meets at 7 a.m. 
Friday, May 24, at Christ 
the King Lutheran 
Church, 20338 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods. 
Call Ryan Marier at (313) 
638-7526.

The Business Network 
International East Side-
Launchpad Chapter 
meets  a t  7  a .m. 
Wednesday, May 29, at 
St. Michael’s Episcopal 
C h u r c h ,  2 0 4 7 5 
Sunningdale  Park , 
Grosse Pointe Woods. 
Call Beth at (313) 690-
5723.

Ecumenical 
Breakfast

The Grosse Pointe 
M e n’ s  E c u m e n i c a l 
Breakfast meets at 8 
a.m. Friday, May 24, at 
Grosse Pointe Memorial 
Church, 16 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms. 
The  Rev.  Andrew 
Kowalczyk, pastor of St. 
Clare of Montefalco 
Catholic Church, speaks. 
Cost for breakfast is $7. 
Registration is not 

required and fi rst-time 
guests eat free.

Libraries
The Grosse Pointe 

Public Library hosts the 
following programs at 
its branches:

C e n t r a l  —  1 0 
Kercheval ,  Grosse 
Pointe Farms, (313) 
343-2074

◆ Filmmaking for 
Tweens and Teens, 2 
p.m. Saturday, May 25.

◆ Summer Reading 
Kickoff Party, 1 to 3 p.m. 
Saturday, June 1.

Ewald — 15175 E. 
J e f f e r s o n ,  G r o s s e 
Pointe Park, (313) 821-
8830

◆ Signing Story Time 
with Momcat Kelly, 6:30 
p.m. Monday, June 24.

Woods — 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods, 
(313) 343-2072

◆  Mystery  Book 
Discussion, 7 p.m. 
Tuesday,  May 28 , 
“Rebecca,” by Daphne 
DuMaurier.

Toastmasters
Northeastern Toast-

masters meets at 7 p.m. 
Monday, May 27, at the 
Mary Ellen Stempfle 
University Center, 19305 
Vernier, Harper Woods. 
Call Wendy Bradley at 
(313) 884-1184 or Ron or 
Marcia Pikielek at (313) 
884-4201.

Senior Men
The Grosse Pointe 

Senior Men’s Club meets 
at 11 a.m. Tuesday, May 
28, at The War Memorial, 
32 Lakeshore, Grosse 
Pointe Farms. Students 

from Grosse Pointe 
North and Grosse Pointe 
South high schools are 
the featured guests.

Tuesday Musicale
Tuesday Musicale of 

Detroit hosts its annual 
meeting and concert at 
10:30 a.m. Tuesday, May 
28, at Grosse Pointe 
Woods Presbyterian 
Church, 19950 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods. 
Visit tuesdaymusicaleof
detroit.org.

Chamber
The Grosse Pointe 

Chamber of Commerce 
hosts its next Lunch and 
Learn event noon to 1:30 
p.m. Wednesday, May 
29, at the Grosse Pointe 
Public Library Ewald 
Branch ,  15175  E . 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park. Cyndee Harrison 
presents “Instagram for 
Business” during an 
action-oriented presen-
tation. Cost is $25 for 
members, $30 for non-
members. RSVP by call-
ing (313) 881-4722.

Rotary
Grosse Pointe Rotary 

mee ts  a t  6  p .m. 
Wednesday, May 29, at 
The War Memorial, 32 
Lakeshore ,  Grosse 
Pointe Farms. Wesley 
Berry, author of “Big 
Things Have Small 
Beginnings,” speaks. 
Cost is $10 and includes 
snacks; a cash bar is 
available. Visit grosse
pointerotary.org.

The Helm
The Helm at the Boll 

Life Center, 158 Ridge, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, 
offers the following pro-
grams:

◆ The movie “Old 

Man and the Gun” is 
shown, 12:30 to 2:30 
p.m. Friday, May 31. 
Cost is $2. Lunch is 
served at 11:30 a.m. for 
an additional $3.

◆ “Ask the Physical 
Therapist,” 9:15 to 10 
a.m. Tuesday, June 4, 
with Jessica Malfa from 
David  Gi lboe  and 
Associates.

◆  “Elder Law — 
E s s e n t i a l  L e g a l 
Planning,” 1 to 2 p.m. 
Wednesday, June 5. 
Presentations include 
powers of attorney, 
guardianship, conserva-
torship, deeds, wills, 
trusts, nursing homes 
and assisted living.

◆ “The Upside of 
Downsizing,” 6 to 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, June 12.

◆  “Jewelry  Bead 
Design — Beginner,” 10 
a . m .  t o  n o o n 
Wednesdays, June 19 to 
Aug. 14.

◆ “Quality of Life and 
In-Home Services,” 1 to 
2 p.m. Tuesday, June 11.

◆ Free blood pressure 
screenings, 9:30 to 
10:15 a.m. Tuesday, 
June 11.

◆ The Helm Hip Hop 
Dance Company, 1 to 2 
p.m. Tuesdays, June 11 
to Aug. 6. Cost is $54 for 
nine weeks.

◆ June birthday cele-
bration, 11:30 to 11:45 
a.m. Thursday, June 13.

R e g i s t r a t i o n  i s 
required. Call (313) 882-
9600.

Blood drive
The American Red 

Cross hosts a blood drive 
1 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, June 
11, at Lakeshore Senior 
Living, 28801 Jefferson, 
St. Clair Shores. Register 
online at redcrossblood.
org.

AREA ACTIVITIES

Ascension Michigan physical thera-
pist Dan Ratkov hosts “It’s All in the 
Hips: The Importance of the Pelvis in 
the Golf Swing,” from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
Thursday, May 30, at the Wilson 
Center: Senior Resources for 
Independent Living, 648 St. Clair, City 
of Grosse Pointe. The education ses-
sion will help golfers understand the 
pelvis’ role in the golf swing and how 

dysfunctions with its movement may 
be affecting their overall performance 
and/or putting them at risk for injuries. 
The interactive session will include 
demonstrations with Ratkov, who is 
Titleist Performance Institute certifi ed. 
This session is free and seating is lim-
ited. All ages are welcome. Registration 
is required. Visit healthcare.ascension.
org/events and search keyword “Golf.” 

Improve golf swing at educational session

313-425-7133
Please see estimator for details, restrictions may apply, 15% off entire job,  cannot combine with any other offers, expires 5/31/2019
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The three critically 
acclaimed authors who 
spoke at the Grosse 
Pointe Public Library’s 
2019 Books on the Lake 
come from different 
backgrounds with vary-
ing interests and writing 
styles. But one thing 
unites them — a love of 
books from a young age.

In a new format this 
year, Desiree Cooper, 
Lillian Li and Maria 
Semple participated in a 
panel discussion in the 
Pierce Middle School 
auditorium May 3. They 
also spoke at a luncheon 
at the Grosse Pointe 
Yacht Club May 4.

Brevity of writing
Cooper is a 2015 

Kresge Artist Fellow, for-
mer attorney, Pultizer-
P r i z e  n o m i n a t e d 
journalist and commu-
nity activist.

Asked recently at a 
reading of her collection 
of flash fiction, “Know 
the Mother,” how she 
went from column writ-
ing to creative writing, 
C o o p e r  s a i d  s h e 
responded, “The ques-
tion is, how did I get into 
journalism?

“I never wanted to do 
anything but write stories 
since I was 4,” she said. “I 
only had one other ambi-
tion in life and that was 
to be an astronaut. Both 
of them felt about equally 
unattainable for most of 
my life.”

Cooper started her 
journalism career as a 
columnist at the Metro 
Times, working her way 
to editor. Her 11 years at 
the Free Press were as a 
columnist as well.

“Journalism really 
became a way for me to 
professionalize my love 
for writing,” she said. “It 
was the job I was doing 
while I was still writing 
stories.”

The two writing styles 
went hand in hand, from 
concise story writing to 
fi t in the space of a col-
umn to fl ash fi ction, cre-
ative work characterized 
by its brevity while still 
offering character and 
plot development.

“When I was able to 
really focus on my cre-
ative writing, I found that 
that was my muscle,” 
Cooper said. “It was 
really hard for me to 
write longer than a few 
pages because I’d been 
trained to write short-
ened type. I did tell peo-
ple if fl ash fi ction didn’t 
exist, I would have had to 
invent it at that point. 
That’s just what I do.”

The opportunity to 
focus on her own writing 
came after she was laid 
off from the Free Press in 
2010. Cooper worked in 
community relations for 
approximately fi ve years, 
discovering when she 
wasn’t “pumping out that 
column,” she had more 
creative energy to put 
into her fi ction.

Publishing her work 
didn’t seem a possibility 
until, while attending a 
literary event, she ran 
into M.L. Liebler, an 
internationally known 
Detroit poet and Wayne 
State University profes-
sor of writing. 

“Cooper, where’s your 
book? Send me some-
thing,” Liebler shouted to 
her across the parking 
lot.

“That made me go 
home and take all those 
things I’d been writing 
and look at them as a 
body of work so I would 
have something to send 

him,” Cooper said. 
“That’s how I started. I 
would probably still be in 
my hobby hole writing 
for fun if it weren’t for 
him pushing me.”

Among selections 
Cooper read from her 
collection of fl ash fi ction 
was the title story, “Know 
the Mother,” about a 
woman “who realized 
she never really knew 
who this person was; she 
only knew what it was to 
be mothered by this per-
son.”

While the story reso-
nates with Cooper’s pres-
ent experience — she left 
Michigan to serve as full-
time caregiver to her par-
ents, both of whom have 
Alzheimer’s disease — 
she wrote it 25 years ago.

Early success
Li’s debut novel, 

“Number One Chinese 
Restaurant,” was fea-
tured in Best-of-the-
Season lists of The Wall 
S t r e e t  J o u r n a l , 
Cosmopolitan, Time, The 
Millions and Bookbub. 
She is the recipient of a 
Hopwood Award in Short 
Fiction, as well as 
Glimmer Train’s New 
Writer Award.

Like Cooper, Li started 
writing as a child. The 
creative outlet for her 
imagination was fan fi c-
tion inspired by her love 
of the Harry Potter series.

Fan fi ction is a work of 
fi ction based on charac-
ters or setting originating 
in another work. Li said 
she wrote about Harry 
Potter and Ron Weasley 
“getting into hijinks that 
weren’t in the book” 
while she waited for the 
next book to come out.

In high school she tran-
sitioned from fan fi ction 
to writing her own fi ction 
and poetry. Attending the 
Sewanee Young Writers 
Conference introduced 
her to the world of short 
stories.

“I think that was really 
formative because that 
was the fi rst time I was 
around writers who were 
my age and published 
writers as well who were 
reading my work,” she 
said. “... I think that was 
really what jettisoned me 
into the path I’m on right 
now.”

Li attended Princeton 
University, majoring in 
English with a certifi cate 
in creative writing. She 
took workshops in poetry 
and screenwriting as well 
as short stories, creating 
a collection of short sto-
ries for her senior thesis. 
From there she went on 
to receive a Master of 
Fine Arts from the 
University of Michigan.

Li started writing 
“Number One Chinese 
Restaurant” the first 

semester of her graduate 
writing program.

“I started out writing it 
as a short story to see if I 
was comfortable with the 
space and the characters 
I had in mind, to see if I 
had some authority and 
could do this and make it 
bigger,” she said. “From 
there I kept expanding 
this idea. I ended up fi n-
ishing it and selling the 
book at the very end of 
my third year.”

The stars aligned, she 
said, with the right idea 
hitting at a time she had 
the support to carry it to 
fruition. 

The idea grew out of an 
experience Li had the 
summer between under-
graduate and graduate 
school working at a 
Chinese restaurant near 
her  home outs ide 
Washington D.C.

“If I had not worked 
very briefl y at the restau-
rant that I did, it’s true 
that this novel would not 
exist,” she said. “But I 
also think that I worked 
so briefl y at the restau-
rant — really just a month 
— it’s hard to say how 
much of it was inspired 
(by the experience).

“I think it’s more the 
questions, the mystery of 
the place that stayed with 
me after I left that ended 
up driving what inspired 
it,” she continued. “It 
gave me the setting to 
explore a lot of the ideas 
about Chinese-American 
communities I was think-
ing about.”

Li added she also was 
searching for “a space 
where Chinese and 
Chinese-Americans were 
the default character. For 
example, when you read 
a book and the charac-
ter’s race isn’t named, 
you often will default to 
white. I didn’t want to 
have to name my charac-
ter’s race every time. ... I 
realized in a Chinese res-
taurant, the default is 
Chinese. And I thought 
that was amazing. Again, 
the stars aligned. The 
res taurant  se t t ing 
worked for everything I 
was trying to work 
through as a writer at the 
time.”

Li serves as adjunct 
lecturer at U of M’s 
Sweetland Center for 
Writing — she plans to 
take a break after this 
year — and works at 
Literati Bookstore in Ann 
Arbor.

While she said she tries 
to write every day, she 
admitted she isn’t always 
successful.

“I just don’t know what 
exactly I’m writing,” she 
said. “I think right now 
it’s more about just wait-
ing for the next idea, the 
stars to align again. The 
fi rst novel taught me that 

you might have an idea 
or you might have some 
characters or a setting, 
but unless all of them 
click together, it’s not 
going to work for me.”

Writing with humor
S e m p l e ’ s  n o v e l 

“Where’d You Go, 
Bernadette” was trans-
lated into 18 languages, 
spent a year on the New 
York Times bestseller list, 
won the American 
Literary Association’s 
Alex Award, was short-
listed for the Women’s 
Prize for Fiction and will 
be released as a major 
motion picture starring 
Cate Blanchett in August.

Semple described her-
self as “an unpopular kid 
who took refuge in 
books.” Books, she said, 
were her best friends.

 “I went to college and 

became an English major. 
I used it as an opportunity 
to read a lot of books — to 
go deep into Victorian lit-
erature and Shakespeare 
and James Joyce. It never 
occurred to me that I 
would be able to write a 
book. It felt like people 
who wrote fiction were 
just such a higher class of 
people, a vaulted kind of 
upper echelon in the uni-
verse that I had no access 
to. I thought novelists 
existed on a higher plane 
than me.”

Born in Santa Monica, 
Calif., with a father as a 
screenwriter, she grew up 
around movie actors and 
directors.

“Almost as a path of 
least resistance, I got into 
TV writing,” she said. Her 
television credits include 
Beverly Hills, 90210, Mad 
About You, Saturday 
Night Live, Arrested 
Development, Suddenly 
Susan and Ellen. 

While the experience 
taught her a lot about 
story and humor, her 
focus was on character 
development.

“That was where my 
strength was, coming up 
with interesting story 
lines that were character 
based,” she said. “While I 
was doing that, though, 
weirdly I never watched 
TV. All I was doing was 
reading books. ... I 
couldn’t talk about the 
latest  ‘Friends’  or 
‘ E v e r y b o d y  L o v e s 
Raymond’ episode.”

It was a friend, screen-
writer and novelist Bruce 
Wagner, who suggested 
she write a book.

“It was a strange 
switch. It literally never 
occurred to me to write a 
book,” Semple said. “I 

thought other people 
wrote books; not idiots 
like me. It wasn’t some-
thing I’d be capable of. 
Once Bruce said, ‘No, 
novels are an extension 
of your personality; you 
should just write what 
interests you,’ I then went 
and bought a book on 
how to write a novel.”

After reading “The Art 
of Fiction,” by John 
Gardner, Semple wrote 
her fi rst novel, “This One 
is Mine,” published in 
2008.

“More than anything, I 
worried about embar-
rassing myself because I 
didn’t think I belonged,” 
she said. 

Her debut novel sold 
only 1,500 copies “and 
was a big failure and a 
terrible setback for me 
because I assumed I 
would do better than that 
and I was really crushed,” 
she said. “But I knew I 
was really a novelist and 
nothing could stop me.”

While writing for TV 
“felt as if the shoe was on 
the wrong foot,” Semple 
said the experience also 
strengthened her as a 
novelist.

“Certainly to the extent 
I have strengths as a nov-
elist, I think a lot of that 
can be traced to the work 
I did in television,” she 
said. “It informed what I 
did in a good way. I 
understand character 
and story and how to 
write a theme and econ-
omy, because you always 
have to cut things down. 
And I’m very tuned into 
the reader experience. 
What you’re doing as a 
TV writer is to think 
about the audience. I 
think my job is to enter-
tain in a good way.”

By Mary Anne Brush
Staff Writer

GPPL celebrates award-winning writers
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Authors, from left, Lillian Li, Desiree Cooper and Maria Semple sign books 
during the 2019 Grosse Pointe Public Library Books on the Lake.
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Marcy Jean 
McNeill

Marcy Jean McNeill, 
98, passed peacefully in 
her sleep Wednesday, 
May 15, 2019, having 
enjoyed a long, interest-
ing and adventurous life.

She was born in Terre 
Haute, Ind., April 18, 
1921, to William and Fay 
Bauer. Marcy was a grad-
uate of the University of 
Nebraska, where she was 
an active member of the 
Alpha Phi sorority. She 
met Roger F. McNeill as 
he was entering medical 
school. They married in 
1945 and raised two chil-
dren, Nancy and Douglas 
in Grosse Pointe Park.

Marcy and Roger trav-
eled around the world 
several times but found 
Switzerland their special 
place. In one excursion, 
they climbed sections of 
the Matterhorn moun-
tain. Their Colorado 
cabin showcased a num-
ber of Swiss architectural 
elements. Her love of 
Colorado grew through 
her many hiking and 
Jeep-ing trips, including 
her summit of Long’s 
Peak, a 14,000-foot 
mountain, several times 
with her family. Her 
energy level was abun-
dant, often referred to as 
the “Energizer Bunny” by 
family and friends.

Marcy chaired the 
Women’s Auxiliary of 
Bon Secours Hospital, 
served on the Junior 
Goodwill Board and vol-
unteered at many com-
munity events. She was 
an avid tennis player 
with her tennis group at 
Lochmoor Club and 
played in various bridge 
groups for many years. 
Along with her husband, 
M a r c y  l o v e d  t h e 
University of Michigan 
football team and was a 
faithful fan and attendee 

for 60 years.
Most importantly, she 

was loved by her family 
and many friends. She 
will be missed.

Marcy is survived by 
her children, Doug 
McNeill (Anne) and 
Nancy Ziemba (Michael); 
grandchildren, Lindsey 
McNeill, Jeff Ziemba 
(Jamie), Scott Ziemba 
(Joanna) and Luke Terra 
(Megan) and great-
grandchildren, Sidney, 
Ziemba, Cole Ziemba, 
Michael Ziemba, Finn 
Ziemba, Anum Terra and 
Orin Terra.

Salvatore William 
Ciaramitaro

Salvatore “Sammy” 
William Ciaramitaro, 34, 
passed away Monday, 
May 6, 2019.

Sammy attended Maire 
Elementary,  Pierce 
Middle and Grosse 
Pointe South High 
schools. He was happy 
and fun-loving. His fam-
ily said his smile and con-
tagious laughter would 
light up any room. He 
loved spending time with 
his brother, sisters and 
extended family, with 
whom he shared many 
wonderful times, espe-
cial ly  summers in 
Caseville. He will be 
dearly missed by those 
who knew him.

Sammy is survived by 
his father, John; step-
mother, Lynn; sisters, 
Holly, Lucy, Lizzy and 
Grace; niece and nephew, 
Knox and Lilah; grand-
mother, Marie and many 
aunts, uncles, cousins 
and friends.

He was predeceased by 
his mother, Debbie 
Avery; younger brother, 
Dominic and grandfa-
t h e r ,  S a l v a t o r e 
Ciaramitaro.

Donations may be 

made to Families Against 
Narcotics at families 
againstnarcotics.org/
donate.

Carl
Baranski

Carl Baranski, 92, 
passed away quietly 
Tuesday, May 14, 2019.

Carl was born in 
Detroit to Charles and 
Celia Baranski. Carl lived 
through the tumult of the 
Great Depression and 
World War II. As a young 
man, he spent summers 
working on his grandpar-
ents’ farm in Kinde with 
his cousins. The days of 
hard work in the fi elds 
with his cousins and lake 
outings became trea-
sured memories. He 
often returned to the area 
in the summers for fam-
ily reunions and vaca-
tions.

After high school, Carl 
was drafted into the 
Army, and fought in the 
Philippines and served as 
an MP in the occupation 
of Japan. Back in Detroit, 
he became an apprentice 
plumber with his father 
and later was joined by 
his brothers in the trade 
(and later his children, 
Donna and Tom, and sev-
eral nephews).  He 
remained a proud mem-
ber of Plumbers Local 98 
throughout his life. As a 
young apprentice with-
out the means to buy a 
truck, he often rode the 
streetcars downtown 
with his pipe and tools. 
His intelligence, mechan-
ical skills and hard work 
took him from installing 
pipe in the fi eld to man-
aging the bidding offi ce 
and eventually his own 
business .  He was 
respected for his fairness 
and integrity. He was 
proud to say that as a 
union contractor, his 

employees could send 
their children to college. 
His fi nal project before 
retirement was working 
as a consultant on the 
new Waterworks Park in 
Detroit.

When he returned from 
the war, he became reac-
quainted with Dolores 
Zanger. They married 
and remained together 
until she passed in 2014.

Carl enjoyed golfing, 
bowling, boating, bicy-
cling, kayaking, bread 
baking and woodwork-
ing. He remained fi t and 
active into his 90s. He 
and Dolores enjoyed 
traveling with many spe-
cial friends and relatives 
throughout his life. He 
was a member of the 
Detroit Yacht Club and 
Grosse Pointe Senior 
Men’s Club. His kindness 
and charm were com-
bined with fi erce loyalty, 
integrity and humility.

Carl is survived by his 
children,  Lawrence 
(Maureen), Thomas 
(Missy), David (Allison) 
and Donna Curran (the 
late Robert); grandson, 
Phillip (Anna) and 
b r o t h e r,  R i c h a r d 
Baranski. He was prede-
ceased by his wife, 
Dolores; sister, Catherine 
Nowak and brother, 
Frank Baranski.

A memorial Mass will 
be celebrated at 10 a.m. 
Saturday, June 8, at St. 
Paul on the Lake Catholic 
Church, 157 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms. 
Visitation begins at 9:30 
a.m. at the church.

Donations may be 
made to The Capuchins, 
1820 Mt. Elliot, Detroit, 
MI 48207.

Brian A.
McLeod

City of Grosse Pointe 
res ident  Br ian A . 
McLeod, 69, passed away 
Friday, May 17, 2019.

Born Sept. 7, 1949, in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
Canada, to William and 
Dorothy McLeod, Brian 
earned a Bachelor of 
Business Administration 
degree and a master’s 
degree in finance and 
international business 
f r o m  P e p p e r d i n e 
University. He was vice 
president of sales at 
Roland DGA in Irvine, 
Calif., before moving to 
Michigan in 2008. He 
was the former general 
manager of Stahl’s ID 
Direct  in Sterl ing 
Heights.

Brian was a gentle, 
kind and humble man. 
He was proud beyond 
words of his daughters, 
Hannah and Samantha. 
Brian also was proud of 
his Canadian heritage 
and grateful to be an 
assistant coach for his 
daughter ’s youth ice 
hockey team.

Brian loved working at 
Stahl’s and the chal-
lenges it brought. He was 
always looking for ways 
to help co-workers better 
their careers.

Brian was predeceased 
by his stepdaughter, 
Hannah Talbot Brunner, 
as well as his parents. He 
is survived by his wife, 
Sally Brunner McLeod; 
daughter, Samantha 
McLeod of Grosse Pointe 
and brother, Wayne 
McLeod of Winnipeg.

His family is confi dent 
Brian is enjoying a game 
of golf in heaven with his 
parents and friends who 
have gone before him, 
with Hannah driving the 
golf cart.

A funeral Mass will be 
celebrated at 10 a.m. 
Saturday, June 1, at St. 
Paul on the Lake Catholic 
Church, 157 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

The family would like 
to thank God and all 
those who have sup-
ported them through the 
past four years during 
Brian’s battle with Lewy 
Body Dementia, and 
extends a special thank 
you to the staffs of 
Lakeshore Senior Living, 
Memory Care Unit and 
Seasons Hospice for the 
dignity and respect they 
showed Brian the past 13 
months.

Donations may be 
made to the Samantha 
McLeod College Fund, 
c/o Chas Verheyden Inc., 
P.O. Box 36248, Grosse 
Pointe, MI 48236-0248.
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we try to run obituaries as submitted, we nevertheless reserve the right to edit for 
accuracy, style and length.

Carl BaranskiSalvatore Ciaramitaro

Brian A. McLeod

Marcy Jean McNeill

 Longtime Grosse Pointe resident and re-
nowned auctioneer-appraiser Lawrence F. 
DuMouchelle died Thursday, May 16, 2019, 
after a courageous battle with cancer. He 
was 84 years old.
 Larry was born in Detroit to art dealer 
Joseph N. DuMouchelle and his wife Char-
lotte LePain, and lived above the family 
store on St. Aubin, later moving to the Bos-
ton-Edison District where he spent much 
of his youth. The oldest of five children, he 
attended Blessed Sacrament, the University 
of Detroit Jesuit High School and the Uni-
versity of Detroit, where he served in the 
ROTC.
 As a young boy, Larry spoke French before 
he spoke English and enjoyed spending 
summers with his grandparents and cous-
ins at the family farms in Windsor — fond-
ly recounting stories of selling vegetables 
door to door.
 Larry was introduced to his family’s busi-
ness, DuMouchelle Art Galleries, at a young 
age as an apprentice at eleven years old. His 
first experience as an auctioneer was at 
the age of sixteen when his father had him 
stand on a crate at an estate sale selling floor 
lamps. Although Larry had hoped to study 
accounting and law at Notre Dame, he was 
needed at home to assist with running the 
family business — as his father had become 
terminally ill.
 In 1956, Larry proposed to and married 
his St. Mary’s of Notre Dame sweetheart, 
Mary Jo McCarthy — whom he met on a 
blind date while he was at U of D and she at 
Immaculata. She was the love of his life and 
most trusted advisor.
 In March of 1957, Joseph DuMouchelle 
passed away. Larry, then 22, took over the 
family business and became President, a 
position he held until his death. Over the 
next several years, Larry worked diligently 
to maintain the confidence and clientele 

that had been associated with his father. 
 Larry always believed in Detroit. Although 
economic downturns and urban unrest re-
sulted in several difficult transitional years, 
Larry refused to move the company. He be-
gan to modernize and expand the scope of 
the operation.
 Major art collections drew record auc-
tion prices and an international clientele 
developed. But local customer support was 
always key to DuMouchelle’s sustainabil-
ity. True expansion and recognition began 
in the early 1970s when the firm began to 
handle many prominent auto and lumber 
estates, as well as those of international po-
litical and business figures. Larry always felt 
it an honor and privilege to be entrusted to 
handle any family’s estate.
 Larry contributed his time to many orga-
nizations and served on the board of trust-
ees for the Detroit Institute of Arts, Mead-
ow Brook Arts Commission, the Central 
Business District Association, University of 
Detroit High School, and served as Presi-
dent of the DIA Founder’s Society — as 
well as the President of St. Paul on the Lake 
Parish Council. Over the years, he received 
numerous business awards, but one that 
was close to his heart was the University 
of Detroit High School businessman of the 
year. Larry, who was described by many as 
the “Gentlemanly Auctioneer” also enjoyed 
his many trips around the country as an ap-
praiser for The Antiques Roadshow.
 Larry was instrumental in forming Brick-
town in Detroit. This sparked his interest in 
real estate, where he began his investments 
in Detroit properties, including several his-
toric homes and buildings. He purchased 
the Joseph Campeau and Trowbridge 
homes, listed as some of the oldest homes 
in Detroit.
 Throughout his life, Larry believed in 
helping others. In his line of work, he was 

able to raise funds for thousands of charita-
ble organizations, foundations and schools, 
including auctions for the American Red 
Cross, Easter Seals, the Metropolitan Op-
era, 1986 Statue of Liberty Gala, Hats Off to 
Heart Research, Detroit Symphony Orches-
tra, Detroit Public Library, DIA Founder’s 
Society, Grand Prix Auction for Project 
Hope, Common Ground, Academy of the 
Sacred Heart, Meadowbrook Estate, Uni-
versity of Detroit, Cranbrook Academy, 
Kensington Academy, St. Mary’s Academy, 
Northwood Institute, Women’s City Club, 
Channel 56, Tennis & Crumpets, Grosse 
Pointe Symphony, Michigan Ducks Unlim-
ited and was instrumental in developing 
the Action Auction for the Grosse Pointe 
Academy, which became recognized as the 
model of excellence for fundraising auc-
tions.
 Larry was a 53-year member of the Detroit 
Athletic Club. He was a tennis enthusiast 
for over 54 years and forged many lifelong 
friendships competing at Lochmoor Club, 
Wimbledon Racquet Club, L’Arbre Croche 
and with his friends from the Grosse Pointe 
Senior Men’s Club. In later years, he joined 
the Neighborhood Club, where he enthu-
siastically worked out each week with his 
dedicated trainer.
 Larry was a devoted Detroit Tigers fan 
and never missed a game. He enjoyed long 
walks and barbeques at the Farms Pier 
Park, trips up north and to Sanibel Island 
and always looked forward to reunions at 
the family cottage in Windsor, which he 
helped his grandfather build at a young age.
 Larry was pleased to be a part of Detroit’s 
comeback, helping to maintain his father’s 
legacy downtown as a Detroit anchor for 
over 93 years. He came through the many 
years with his partners and siblings, Joan 
Walker and Norman, Rosemary and Ernest 
DuMouchelle, his children and now grand-

children and his much-valued, dedicated 
employees.
 Larry was predeceased by his wife of 58 
years, Mary Jo McCarthy DuMouchelle. 
He is survived by his loving siblings, sister-
in-law, children, grandchildren and great 
grandchildren.
 Visitation will take place 4 to 8 p.m. Thurs-
day, May 30, at Chas. Verheyden Funeral 
Home, 16300 Mack, Grosse Pointe Park, 
with prayers at 7 p.m.
 A funeral mass will be celebrated at 10 a.m. 
Friday, May 31, at St. Paul on the Lake Cath-
olic Church, 157 Lake Shore Road, Grosse 
Pointe Farms with in-state at 9:30 a.m.
 In lieu of flowers, contributions may be 
made to the Capuchin Soup Kitchen; St. 
Paul Educational Trust, Grosse Pointe;  
University of Detroit Jesuit High School 
Scholarship Fund; or Beaumont Hospital 
Foundation, Grosse Pointe.

Lawrence F. DuMouchelle



Timothy P.
DeTine

Timothy P. DeTine, 57, 
passed away unexpect-
edly Saturday, May 11, 
2019.

Tim was passionately 
devoted to his wife and 
two children and was 
deeply loyal and generous 
to his many siblings and 
friends. His family said, 
once a friend of Tim’s, 
you were always a friend. 
Tim was someone every-
one felt comfortable going 
to for advice and support 
because of his honesty 
and understanding. As the 
go-to man for many who 
were seeking personal or 
professional guidance, 
Tim offered it caringly 
without judgment.

Tim began his profes-
sional career as an 
accountant at Arthur 
Young, where many of 
his colleagues became 
lifelong friends. He later 
managed operations and 
financials in the dairy 
industry, including the 
past 12 years at Royal 
Crest Dairy as its presi-
dent and CFO. He was 
fi ercely proud to be part 
of the Miller family leg-
acy.

Tim was the seventh 
child of 10 born to 
Elizabeth and Louis 
DeTine. Tim cultivated 

special relationships with 
each of his siblings and 
maintained them through 
the years while growing 
up in Detroit and later liv-
ing near Chicago and 
Denver. Tim is a proud 
graduate of Michigan 
State University where he 
met his wife, Maureen. 
They celebrated 31 years 
of marriage this past year. 
Their daughter, Paige, and 
son, Sean, have been a 
tremendous source of joy 
and happiness. Tim held 
the bar high for both of 
them and always offered 
each his loving encour-
agement and praise. In 
them he was most proud 
of their virtuous charac-
ter, above of all their indi-
vidual achievements.

Tim is survived by his 
wife, Maureen (nee 
Byrne); daughter, Paige; 
son, Sean; siblings, Greg 
DeTine, Paula Elias, Kim 
DeMarco,  Michel le 
DeTine, Pam Calder, Liz 
DeTine, DeDe Ward, 
Collette Dicinto and 
P a t r i c k  D e T i n e ; 
Maureen’s eight siblings, 
her parents, and 28 
nieces and nephews.

He was predeceased by 
his parents.

A celebration of Tim’s 
life was May 17, in 
Lakewood, Colo.

Donations may be made 
to the Griffin Holland 
Foundation for Cystic 
Fibrosis at gofundme.
com/the-Griffi n-Holland-
foundation-for-cystic-
fi brosis.

John H.
Griffin

John H. Griffin, 95, 
died Tuesday, April 2, 
2019, at Sunrise on 
Vernier assisted-living 
facility in Grosse Pointe 
Woods.

Born Oct. 25, 1923, in 
Camden, N.J., to John H. 
Griffin and Clara (nee 
Adams) Griffin, John 
attended St. Rose grade 
school  in  Haddon 
Heights, N.J., and gradu-
ated from St. Joseph’s 
Jesuit high school in 
Philadelphia. He then 
attended St. Joseph’s 
College. During his third 
year of college, he 
enlisted in the U.S. Navy 
as part of the V12 pro-
gram. He was sent to 
Villanova University by 
the Navy for his last year. 
He did not graduate from 
college, but was accepted 
into Jefferson Medical 
School in Philadelphia. 
He attended classes at the 
medical school and 
worked at both Brooklyn 
Naval Hospital and 
Phi ladelphia  Naval 
Hospital between classes 
during the war.

When the war ended, 
John was discharged 
from the Navy, but con-
tinued at Jefferson 
Medical School, graduat-
ing in 1948.

He married Patricia 
Gallagher of Haddonfi eld, 
N.J., at St. Rose Church 
in Haddon Heights Dec. 
28, 1946. He did his 

internship at Cooper 
Hospital, across the 
Delaware River in 
Camden. After complet-
ing his internship, he was 
asked to return to the 
Navy as a medical offi cer. 
John was stationed at 
several naval facilities, as 
well as serving in Korea 
in a fi eld hospital attached 
to the marines. After the 
armistice, he was trans-
ferred to Yokosuka Navel 
Station hospital in Japan. 
Following that assign-
ment, he was transferred 
to Bethesda Naval 
Hospital in Maryland. In 
1956, he left the Navy and 
went into private practice 
at McKeesport Hospital, 
Pa. In 1967, the family 
moved to Fox Chapel, Pa., 
and he worked at 
A l legheny  Genera l 
Hospital.

In 1969, several of his 
old Navy friends offered 
him a job at St. John 
Hospital in Detroit. The 

family moved to Grosse 
Pointe. In 1975, he 
became head of the radi-
ology department. During 
his tenure, he oversaw 
the addition of new ser-
vices including CT scan 
and advanced ultrasound. 
He retired in 1988.

After retirement, he 
and his wife, Patricia, 
moved to  Hilton Head 
Island, S.C. During the 
next 25 years, they 
enjoyed their retirement 
and the friends they made 
on the island. They taught 
literacy, delivered Meals 
on Wheels on the island 
and instructed newly-
hired workers for the 
hospitality businesses 
around Hilton Head in 
proper health procedures 
and the underlying rea-
sons for these precau-
tions. He was a Mass 
lecturer and worked in 
the parish offi ce.

In 2009, Patricia suf-
fered a stroke and soon 
passed. In 2015, John 
moved to Detroit. He fi rst 
moved to ShorePointe 
Village and later to 
Sunrise on Vernier.

John was predeceased 
by his wife, Patricia; sis-
ter, Jean, and son-in-law, 
Frank Medina. He is sur-
vived by his brothers, 
James Griffi n (Marie) of 
Plymouth, Pa., and 
Robert Griffi n (Barbara) 
of Cincinnati, Ohio; chil-
dren, Michael Griffin 
(Margaret) of Oakland, 
Maine, Patty Medina of 
San Marcos, Calif., 
Dennis Griffi n (Eileen) of 
Enge lwood ,  Co lo. , 
Christopher Griff in 
(Marlene) of Traverse 
City, Timothy Griffin 
(Debbie) of Eastpointe 
and Peter  Gr i f f in 
(Jennifer) of Grosse 
Pointe; 18 grandchildren, 
17 great-grandchildren 
and numerous nieces and 
nephews.

A memorial Mass will 
be celebrated at 11 a.m. 
Thursday, June 6, at Inn 
at St. John in Plymouth. 
John’s friend, Cardinal 
Adam Maida, retired 

Archbishop of Detroit, 
will preside.

Memorial donations 
may be sent to The 
Literary Center, 4 Oak 
Park Drive, Hilton Head, 
SC 29926 or the Capuchin 
Soup Kitchen, 1820 Mt. 
Elliot, Detroit, MI 48207.

Helen Priest
Helen Priest, a long-

time resident of Grosse 
Pointe, died peacefully 
Saturday, May 18, 2019, 
in Novi. She was 95.

Helen was born April 7, 
1924, in Cleveland, Ohio, 
earned a nursing diploma 
from Aultman College 
and studied advanced 
nursing at Yale University. 
She was the president of 
Questers Michigan and 
on the board of her con-
dominium homeowner’s 
association. For many 
years, Helen was involved 
with the women’s groups 
and committees at Grosse 
Pointe United Methodist 
Church.

Helen was predeceased 
by her husband, Dr. 
Robert J. Priest; brother, 
Dan Stoica and grand-
son, John Herbst.

She is survived by her 
chi ldren,  Margaret 
Herbst (Jan), William 
Priest (Rose Mary) and 
Barbara Kehbein (Klaus); 
grandchildren, Helen and 
Mary Herbst, June and 
Robyn Priest,  Pete 
Kehbein (Kayla), Karen 
Kehbein (Eric Phillips) 
and Jess ica  Sonk 
(Michael); great-grand-
children, Emma and Cora 
Kehbein; sisters, Pearl 
Phillips, Mary Flossie and 
Margaret Mihaiu, as well 
as many nieces, nephews 
and extended family 
members.

Private services will be 
held.

Donations may be 
made in Helen’s name to 
doctorswithoutborders.
org or Grosse Pointe 
United Methodist Church, 
211 Moross, Grosse 
Pointe Farms, MI 48236.
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OBITUARIES:
Continued from page 4B

Q: Why does it seem 
like kids are getting 
braces earlier and ear-
lier these days?

A: The American 
Association of Ortho-
dontists recommends 
children are seen by an 
orthodontist by age 7. 
This is not so we can put 
braces on your child even 
earlier. We recommend 
some form of orthodontic 
treatment in only a frac-
tion of the young kids we 
see. Some problems may 
be easier to correct if 
they are found and 
treated early.

Around age 6 or 7, 
some of the adult perma-
nent teeth have come in 
as have the first set of 
adult molars, “the six-
year molars.” This initial 
examination helps iden-
tify any concerns the par-

ent may have for their 
child. Your orthodontist 
may suggest early inter-
ceptive treatment to nor-
malize the eruption of 
permanent teeth, reduce 
the risk of dental trauma, 
correct harmful habits or 
assist in jaw growth.

The early phase treat-
ment is called Phase I, or 
Interceptive, orthodontic 
treatment. A few braces 
may be placed on the 
teeth or an orthodontic 
appliance, such as an 
expander, may be used. 
This early treatment can 
shorten the duration of 
time in full braces should 
they be needed later.

More often than not, 
your initial exam will 
show teeth are erupting 
normally and the jaws 
are growing in harmony. 
If this is the case, the 

orthodontist will con-
tinue to monitor the 
patient every six months 
to a year to plan the per-
fect time to start treat-
ment — usually when 
most of the adult teeth 
are present in the child’s 
mouth.

The ability to smile 
with confidence during 
the formative childhood 
years can make a valu-
able difference in a 
child’s quality of life. 
Some children may be 
better off doing some-
thing now rather than 
waiting 3 to 5 years until 
they are ready for full 
braces as a teen.

Dr. Jennifer K. Mertz 
has a Doctor of Dental 
Surgery degree from the 
University of Michigan 
and has been practicing 
orthodontics since 2006. 

Mertz and her staff at 
Grosse Pointe Ortho-
dontics serve children and 
adults using high-quality 
treatment techniques and 
procedures. Contact them 
at (313) 881-5890 or 
reception@grossepointe-
ortho.com. Grosse Pointe 
Orthodontics is a member 
of The Family Center’s 
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f 
Professionals.

The Family Center is a 
nonprofit organization 
providing resources and 
preventative education to 
empower families to suc-
cessfully navigate life’s 
social, emotional and 
physical challenges. The 
Center is completely sup-
ported by community 
donations. Visit family
centerweb.org, call (313) 
447-1374 or email info@
familycenterweb.org.

Early detection, easier treatment
A S K  T H E  E X P E R T S  By Jennifer K. Mertz D.D.S.
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800 Vernier Road (Corner of Wedgewood)

(313) 884-5040

Rev. Sean Motley, Senior Pastor
~ “Go Make Disciples” ~

www.feelc.org

FIRST ENGLISH EVANGELICAL
   LUTHERAN CHURCH

10:00am - Sunday Service
7:00pm - Wednesday Evening

Summer Worship Schedule Worship Sunday
at 10:00 am

Rev. Richard Yeager-Stiver
An Open & Affi rming Church

240 Chalfonte G.P. Farms
313-884-3075 • www.gpcong.org

Visit Our Art Gallery: M-F 10AM-1PM

Grosse Pointe
Congregational

Church
(United Church of Christ )

15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park, 
Michigan 48230-1302

Ambrose
Saint

Catholic Church

Masses
Saturday Vigil — 4:00 p.m.
Sunday — 8:30 and 11:15 a.m.

SUNDAY
8:15 & 10:45 a.m. - Worship Service

9:30 a.m. - Bible Study
10:45 a.m. - Sunday School

MONDAY
7 p.m. - Worship Service

2nd & 4th Monday of the Month
WEDNESDAY
10 a.m. - Bible Study

Randy S. Boelter, Pastor
Making New Disciples-
Building Stronger Ones

Christ the King
Lutheran Church

and Preschool
Mack at Lochmoor • 884-5090

www.christthekinggp.org

Sharing Godʼs grace through Christ, 
we love, pray, rejoice and serve.

All are welcome!

Sunday
Schedule

9:30 am Worship/Holy Communion
10:45 am Christian Education 

For All Ages!
www.stpaulgp.org
375 Lothrop at Chalfonte

Grosse Pointe Farms
313.881.6670

The Rev. Justin Dittrich

Grosse Pointe
UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH

Rev. Dr. Ray McGee
Rev. Keith Lenard, Jr.

      An Offi cial Welcoming Congregation
211 Moross Rd.

Grosse Pointe Farms
886-2363

SUNDAY WORSHIP
9:30 am

CHURCH SCHOOL
9:45 am 4 yrs. - 5th Grade

11:00 am Adult Sunday School

Nursery & Toddler Care Provided

170 McMillan Rd 
Grosse Pointe Farms 

(313) 884-0511
stjamesgp.org 

Sundays 
Holy Eucharist 

10:15am

An inclusive community 
celebrating God’s grace through 
Worship, Service and Hospitality 

The Rev. Denise M. Grant  

Evangelical Lutheran  
Church in America 

ST. MICHAEL’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
GROSSE POINTE WOODS, MI

We share the light of Christ by actively loving 
and serving our neighbors in the world.
Sunday worship at 8:00 and 10:30 a.m.

20475 Sunningdale Park 
(313) 884-4820           www.stmichaelsgpw.org      
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B6DINING ENTERTAINMENT

other hospitals to follow.
When Cottage stopped 

offering obstetrics, it 
accepted Bon Secours’ 
psychiatric services in 
exchange. By 1985, 
Cottage housed a 56-bed 
psychiatric unit that had a 
waiting list.

Merger
Change came around 

once again in summer 
1985, as parties met to 
iron out details of a part-
nership between Cottage 
and Henry Ford Hospital 
of Detroit. At that time, 
Cottage had nearly 200 
beds and Henry Ford was 
a 980-bed facility with 12 
satellite clinics. Cottage 
spokeswoman Kathleen 
Maslanka noted at the 
time the two hospitals 
exchanged two board 
members that year and 
had been informally dis-
cussing a merger since 
1982.

By October 1985, a plan 
was formulated and the 
merger was set to take 
place Jan. 1, 1986.

“The hospitals have 
announced the merger 
will not affect patient ser-
vices or staffi ng,” accord-
ing to a 1985 Grosse 
Pointe News report. 
“Cottage, its nursing cen-
ters and its medical ser-
vices corporation … will 
become subsidiaries of 
Henry Ford Health Care 
Corporation. Staffi ng lev-
els will remain basically 
unchanged.”

By merging, both 
Henry Ford and Cottage 
benefited, said Henry 
Ford Health System CEO 
and President Gail 
Warden in a 1993 issue of 
the Grosse Pointe News. 
Cottage got access to the 
resources of Henry Ford 
and Henry Ford was bet-
ter able to treat patients 
on the east side of town 

using Cottage and its 
resources.

After merging with 
Henry Ford, Cottage 
became more of a full-
service hospital and its 
medical staff improved to 
400 family practitioners, 
internists and specialists 
in private practice.

The merger also came 
with the benefi t of expan-
sion, as Cottage reno-
vated the hospital’s 
interior, added an atrium 
lobby and constructed a 
chapel. The chapel was 
afforded through dona-
tions by hospital auxiliary 
members Ella Suryan 
and Marjorie Schnitzler.

It also continued with 
its plans to build a park-
ing deck/offi ce structure 
at Muir and Kercheval. 
However, its expansion 
was vetoed by the state in 
1985. The Department of 
Public Health wouldn’t 
grant a certifi cate of need 
for a 370-car parking 
structure on Muir.

Two years later, accord-
ing to a June 1987 Grosse 
Pointe News story, a 500-
space deck was approved 
by the state and opened 
November 1988.

Growth continues
Cottage hopped on a 

nationwide trend in 1990 

to offer labor, delivery, 
recovery and postpartum, 
or LDRP, services all in 
one location. Plans were 
put in place to renovate 
an existing nine-room 
unit to an “ultra-modern” 
LDRP unit and bring the 
baby business back to the 
hospital after 10 years. 
The unit was set to 
include a nursery, labor 
lounge, full-service 
Cesarean section room 
and whirlpools.

“The health care sys-
tems of the 1990s will be 
regionally based and will 
offer a full range of ser-
vices,” said Greg Vasse, 
Cottage then-CEO in a 
Grosse Pointe News 
report. “The thrust will be 
on multi-facility opera-
tions serving defined 
regional populations. We 
have to have the basics of 
primary care.” 

Cottage and Bon 
Secours worked closely 
to formulate a plan and 
the unit at Cottage opened 
in 1991.

Around the same time, 
Cottage received approval 
to expand its emergency 
care services. Vasse said 
the expansion request 
was threefold — to relo-
cate and expand its emer-
gency room and facilities; 
rebuild the main entrance 
to relieve congestion of 

both pedestrian and 
vehicular traffi c; and con-
struct a skywalk between 
the parking deck and hos-
pital.

A few years later, the 
relationship between 
Henry Ford Health 
System and Bon Secours 
Health System strength-
ened as both parties 
signed a memorandum of 
understanding, moving 
them closer to the cre-
ation of a joint venture 
between Bon Secours 
Hospital and Henry Ford 
Cottage Hospital in 
November, 1996.

Primary care, OB/GYN, 
emergency medicine and 
specialty services (cardi-
ology, orthopedics, oncol-
ogy,  rehabil i tat ion, 
psychiatry and critical 
care) would be offered, as 
would a complement of 
home care, outpatient 
and residential nursing 
care options.

According to Vasse, 
“Bon Secours and Cottage 
already complement one 
another by sharing a com-
munity as well as many of 
the same physicians. The 
joint venture is truly a 
partnership in which nei-
ther system dominates.”

The joint venture was 
formally introduced in 
1998, taking the name 
Bon Secours Cottage 

Health Services. Services 
at each hospital were 
redesigned to avoid dupli-
cation. Over time, Bon 
Secours took on ambula-
tory services while 
Cottage became a facility 
for in-house rehabilita-
tion services and psychi-
atric care. Both hospitals 
retained their emergency 
departments.

“In the ’90s, Cottage 
joined with the sisters of 
Bon Secours to have a 
joint venture,” O’Malley 
said. “Bon Secours took 
some of the functions of 
Cottage and made them 
exclusive to Bon Secours 
and Cottage took some of 
the functions of Bon 
Secours and made them 
exclusive to Cottage. 
Cottage became primarily 
a physical therapy unit 
and psychiatry unit. And 
they had a tiny medical 
surgery unit.

“Bon Secours was hav-
ing fi nancial trouble and 
was looking for anything 
to make money.”

In 1999, Cottage 
announced plans to build 
a cancer center. 

“ Treatments  wi l l 
include radiation therapy, 
but also feature compre-
hensive cancer services 
and state-of-the-art diag-
nostic and therapeutic 
equipment,’” said Richard 
Van Lith, CEO of Bon 
Secours Cottage Health 
Services in a 1999 Grosse 
Pointe News article.

Si te  p lans  were 
approved in January 2000 
and construction was esti-
mated to take two years.

“One of the biggest ini-
tiatives is the cancer ini-
tiative,” O’Malley said. 
“When I had cancer in 
2003, I had to go to the 
hospital a couple of times. 
The medical oncology 
fusion center and radia-
tion oncology are on the 
same campus.”

Next week, follow 
Cottage forward to pres-
ent day.

II. First assigned to be 
minister to Mexico, the 
baron shortly undertook 
the position of ambassa-
dor to China and the cou-
ple moved to Peking.

Ear ly  newspaper 
accounts record that the 
last empress of China, 
Tsu-Hsi, was enchanted 
with the Grosse Pointe 
heiress and her German 
nobleman and entertained 
them in her imperial pal-
ace in Peking. Many of the 
beautiful artifacts the bar-
oness gave to the 
University of Michigan in 
1942 trace to this period in 
her life. In 1900, the Von 
Kettelers’ blissful life 
ended when the baron, 
confronting the mobs of 
the Boxer Rebellion to 
demonstrate foreign resis-
tance to the insurrection, 
was slain in the streets of 
Peking. Maud spent more 
than a year in seclusion at 
her family’s estate.

Kaiser Wilhelm II, eager 
to honor the memory of 
the German hero, invited 
the baroness to Germany. 
He appointed her court 
arbitrator of social man-
ners and dress and pro-
vided her with apartments 
in Berlin, Weisbaden and 
Potsdam. She received a 
yearly stipend of $7,500 
and a place at the royal 
table.

There are no records of 
when the baroness 
returned to Grosse Pointe, 
but the fi rst meeting of the 
Mutual Aid Society and 
Neighborhood Club in 
January 1911 lists her 
name among its directors. 
In a strange twist of fate, 
Baroness Von Ketteler 
realized her girlhood 
dream of community ser-
vice when as a volunteer 
nurse for the club before 
and after World War I, she 
labored many long hours, 
often doing diffi cult and 
unglamorous work.

The Neighborhood Club 
was founded for the ben-
efit of the mothers and 
small children of the sur-
rounding neighborhood, 
providing recreation, edu-
cation and other commu-
nity services. Health 
services were added about 
1912 when one of the 
directors “electrifi ed all by 
telling that her eight chil-
dren had been sent home 
from school because they 
had scarlet fever.” A resi-
dent nurse was added to 
the staff of the club shortly 
after. The nurses and 
trustees who volunteered 
as nurses, including the 
baroness, logged many 
hours of home visits, 
school check-ups for con-
tagious diseases, dental 
care, fi rst aid and vaccina-
tions.

As a trustee, the baron-
ess was directly involved 
with the purchase and 
refurbishing of the cottage 
on Oak Street which 
became the community’s 
first hospital in 1919. It 
was shortly thereafter that 
Mrs. Bremer gave birth to 
Cottage Hospital’s first 
baby – Maud Von Ketteler 
Bremer, named in honor 
of the baroness.

The Baroness Von 
Ketteler left the Grosse 
Pointe area in 1925, three 
years before the perma-
nent hospital opened. Her 
niece, Mrs. Marquis, 
relates that the baroness 
led a wandering life, living 
most of the time in 
Settignano, Italy. She 
returned to the United 
States in 1939, and died in 
Falls Village, Conn., in 
1960. Never remarried, 
the baroness maintained a 
philanthropic interest in 
Cottage Hospital for many 
years.

Reprinted from the 
Grosse Pointe News, 1993.

Continued from page 1B
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PHOTO COURTESY OF HENRY FORD HEALTH SYSTEM

Inside the lab at Cottage during the 1940s.
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15117 Kercheval Ave. • Grosse Pointe Park
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Available to host your Private Parties
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Regular Priced Entrée...
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KATHY KOSINS
JAZZ VOVALIST
MAY 23 - 25

RESERVATIONS 
RECOMMENDED

JEFF CANADY
      JAZZ DRUMMER

MAY 29 - JUNE 1
RESERVATIONS 

RECOMMENDED

97 KERCHEVAL, GROSSE POINTE FARMS, MI 48236
DIRTYDOGJAZZ.COM

CALL FOR SHOW TIMES AND RESERVATIONS

   (313) 882-5299 

RON ENGLISH  
JAZZ GUITARIST

EVERY TUESDAY
7:00-8:30 PM

052319

Monday -Saturday 11:00 am-2:00 am • Sunday 5:00 pm-2:00 am
18666 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Farms
CARRY-
OUTS

CARRY-
OUTS

CARRY-
OUTS

CARRY-
OUTS313-881-5675

052319

• 1/3 lb.
• Ground Round,
• Grilled Chicken,
• or Fish Sandwich• or Fish Sandwich

•• Bud Light or Labatt  Bud Light or Labatt •• Pop Pop  

Includes Fries & Includes Fries & 
BeverageBeverage $$669595
Your Choice

ppy
JOE

Tuesdays

Dining & 
ENTERTAINMENT

Monday -Saturday 11:00 am-2:00 am • Sunday 5:00 pm-2:00 am
18666 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Farms
CARRY-
OUTS

CARRY-
OUTS

CARRY-
OUTS

CARRY-
OUTS313-881-5675

052319

HOME OF THE
ORIGINAL BAR BURGER

GRILL OPEN DAILY UNTIL 1AM

KENNEDY’S

• 1/3 lb.• 1/3 lb.
• Ground Round,• Ground Round,
• Grilled Chicken,• Grilled Chicken,
• or Fish Sandwich• or Fish Sandwich

•• Bud Light or Labatt  Bud Light or Labatt •• Pop Pop  

Includes Fries & Includes Fries & 
BeverageBeverage $$669595

LUNCH &
EARLY-BIRD 
DINNER SPECIAL

Your Choice

Delicious
Corned Beef

Sandwich

Sloppy
JOE

Tuesdays
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2016 Equinox
LT

$16,775†
NOW

Odometer Is 14193 Miles Below Market Average! AWD,
Summit White, Service Records Available, Rear Back 
Up Camera, Onstar, Sirius XM, Bluetooth Hands Free, 
Fog Lights. 37,321 Miles. Stock #G6248814. 

2017 Equinox
LS

$15,525†
NOW

FWD, Black, Chevrolet Certified, Service Records 
Available, Onstar, Sirius XM, Alloys, 2.4L 4-Cylinder 
SIDI DOHC VVT, Preferred Equipment Group 1LS.
34,942 Miles. Stock #H1562799. 

2016 Malibu
Limited LT

$13,785†
NOW

Odometer is 6950 miles below market average!
FWD, Champagne Silver Metallic, jet black Cloth, 
Sirius XM, Alloys, 2.5L 4-Cylinder DGI DOHC VVT, 
6-Speed Automatic. 37,435 Miles. Stock #GF106285.

2016 Silverado 1500
LT Z71

$27,975†
NOW

Fog Lights, Daytime Running Lights, Alloys, 4D 
Double Cab, V8, 6-Speed Automatic Electronic with 
Overdrive, 4WD, Red, Jet Black Cloth, 150 Amp  
Alternator. 29,932 Miles. Stock # GZ184687.

genesischevrolet.com
586-775-8300 
21800 Gratiot Ave, Eastpointe, MI 48021

Mon/Thur 8:30am-8:00pm
Tues/Wed/Fri 8:30am-6:00pm
Sat/Sun: Closed

*1 For 0.9% APR, monthly payment for every $1,000 you finance is $28.00 for 36 months.  2 For 3.9% APR, monthly payment for every $1,000 you finance is $18.00 for 60 months.  3 For 1.9% APR, 
monthly payment for every $1,000 you finance is $15.00 for 72 months.  Length of contract limited and varies by model.  Some buyers will not qualify.  Not available with other offers.  Buyer must 
take delivery by 07/01/19.   

Great deals. Yep, you get those.
Plus, 0.9% APR* for well-qualified buyers.

052319P

C E R T I F I E D  P R E - O W N E D

NOW THROUGH JULY 1, 2019

Locally owned and operated family business   
  Shop from home, we will bring the vehicle to you & handle all of the paperwork online
  Courtesy Transportation when your vehicle needs service   
  Valet Service, we will pick you up and drop you off 
  Collision Repair Center, state of the art facility, lifetime warranty.

*Picture may not represent the actual vehicle.  Example prices reflect GM Employee Discount and include all applicable incentives, including but not limited to bonus cash, dealer cash, competitive 
lease, lease conquest or purchase/lease loyalty which have been deducted from the sale price and are plus 1st month payment, tax, title, plate transfer, lease acquisition and CVR fees. Specific VIN 
numbers apply. Must qualify for the highest credit tier. Restrictions may apply, see dealer for details.  Offer expires 5/31/2019

052319P

GROSSE POINTERS YOU ARE ONLY MINUTES AWAY FROM GENESIS CHEVROLET FOR ALL YOUR VEHICLE NEEDS 

If you have been waiting for the right time to get 
into a new Chevrolet, that time has arrived.

$$1,11 999
PER MONTH MONTHS DOWN

$

Chev2018 C y Malibuy
LT SEDAN

MSRP M
$$

SAVINGS
$

SStock # JF293607

2018 Chev2018 y Cruzey
PREMIER HATCHBACKP

MSRP 
$

SAVINGS
$

$1,999
PER MONTH MONTHS DOWN

$

Stock # JS651149

vy Camaro2018 Che
2LT COUPE

RP MSR
$

SAVINGS
$

$1,11 999
PER MONTH MONTHS DOWN

$$1,999
PER MONTH MONTHS DOWN

$

20192019 Chevy Blazer
FWD LT

MSRP
$

SAVINGS
$

Stock # KS576055 ck # J0167515Stoc

GREAT VEHICLES, GREAT VALUE AND AMAZING CUSTOMER SERVICE.

MAY SPECIALS
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THE BEST WAY TO PREDICT THE FUTURE 

IS TO CREATE IT

Picture may not represent the actual vehicle. Payments are for a Payments are for a 2019 XT4 Premium Luxury Collection with an MSRP starting at $40,290. 39 monthly payments of $389.00 per month. 2019 XT5 Premium Collection with an 

MSRP starting at $49,490.  39 monthly payments of $399.00 per month. Payments are for a 2019 Escalade Luxury Collection with an MSRP starting at $89,465. 39 monthly payments of $824.00 per month. Option to purchase at lease end for an 

amount to be determined at lease signing.  GM Financial must approve lease. Take delivery by 05/31/2019.  Mileage charge of $.25/mile over 10,000 miles.  Lessee pays for maintenance, excess wear and a disposition fee of $595 or less at end of 

lease.  Not available with some other offers.

LOCATION

19900 Nine Mile Road

St Clair Shores, MI

48080

SALES & SERVICE

586.772.8200

Open Saturdays

COLLISION REPAIR CENTER

586.541.3100

Cadillac Courtesy 

Transportation vehicles 

available

ABOUT US

We offer competitive pricing over other dealers in the Metro Detroit area. Experience the Genesis 

Concierge Service, before, during and after the sale - Home delivery, Complimentary Valet Service,  

Cadillac Courtesy Transportation and Amazing Customer Service.

©2019 General Motors. All Rights Reserved. Cadillac®GenesisCadillac.com

GENESIS CADILLAC

052319P

2019 XT5

$399
39 MONTHS

$1,999
PER MONTH1 DUE AT SIGNING

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASE FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Tax, title, license extra. 

Mileage charge of $25 per mile over 10,000 miles. 

Stock #KZ106783. 3,724 Miles.

PREMIUM 

COLLECTION

LUXURY 

COLLECTION 2019 ESCALADE

$824
39 MONTHS

$3,999
PER MONTH1 DUE AT SIGNING

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASE FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Tax, title, license extra. 

Mileage charge of $25 per mile over 10,000 miles.

Stock #KR239243. 2,532 Miles.

2019 XT4

$389
39 MONTHS

$1,999
PER MONTH1 DUE AT SIGNING

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASE FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Tax, title, license extra. 

Mileage charge of $25 per mile over 10,000 miles.

Stock #KF129365. 2,849 Miles.

PREMIUM LUXURY 

COLLECTION

CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED CADILLAC VEHICLES

2019 ESCALADE

2017 ATS-4

2019 XT5-4 2018 XTS-4

2016 XTS-4

 

AWD
AWD
LUXURY PACKAGE 

6 YEAR & 100,000 MILE CERTIFIED WARRANTY

6 YEAR & 100,000 MILE CERTIFIED WARRANTY

6 YEAR & 100,000 MILE CERTIFIED WARRANTY 6 YEAR & 100,000 MILE CERTIFIED WARRANTY

6 YEAR & 100,000 MILE CERTIFIED WARRANTY

$69,993

$22,990

$43,838 $32,922

$25,868

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

GM FACTORY OFFICIAL. “Satin Steel”. Only 16,000 miles. 

$94,405.00 MRSP! 6 YEAR AND 100,000 MILE FACTORY 

WARRANTY INCLUDED. Stock# K9106900

Heated Seats. Power Moonroof. Remote Start. Back Up Camera. 

Only 29,000 miles. 6 YEAR AND 100,000 MILE FACTORY WARRANTY 

INCLUDED. Stock #H0109750.

“GM FACTORY OFFICIAL”. Only 5,000 miles. Original MSRP 

of $58,790.00. LOADED! 6 YEAR & 100,000 MILE CADILLAC 

CERTIFIED WARRANTY INCLUDED! Stock# KZ107876.

“CRYSTAL WHITE”. Navigation. Heated and Cooled Leather. 

Heated Steering Wheel. ONLY 16,000 MILES! 6 YEAR & 

100,000 MILE CADILLAC CERTIFIED WARRANTY INCLUDED! 

Stock# J9176360

Black on Black. Moon. Navigation. Side Blind Zone Alert. LOADED! 

Only 38,000 miles. 6 YEAR AND 100,000 MILE FACTORY WAR-

RANTY INCLUDED. Stock #G9138231.

052319

Cadillac CPO limited warranty. See dealer for details.

AWD 
PREMIUM PACKAGE

LOCATION

19900 Nine Mile Road

St Clair Shores, MI

48080

SALES & SERVICE

586.772.8200

Open Saturdays

COLLISION REPAIR CENTER

586.541.3100

Cadillac Courtesy 

Transportation vehicles 

available

ABOUT US

We offer competitive pricing over other dealers in the Metro Detroit area. Experience the Genesis 

Concierge Service, before, during and after the sale - Home delivery, Complimentary Valet Service,  

Cadillac Courtesy Transportation and Amazing Customer Service.

©2019 General Motors. All Rights Reserved. Cadillac®GenesisCadillac.com

GENESIS CADILLAC

2016 CTS-4 AWD
LUXURY PACKAGE

6 YEAR & 100,000 MILE CERTIFIED WARRANTY

$23,884
  

 

18 Inch Premium Wheels. Ultraview Moonroof. Heated and Cooled 

Seats. LOADED! 6 YEAR AND 100,000 MILE FACTORY WARRANTY 

INCLUDED. Stock # G0127682

4X4
PREMIUM PACKAGE

AWD 
LUXURY PACKAGE
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Track & fi eld

NORTH & SOUTH

Grosse Pointe South 
boys track and fi eld head 
coach Mark Sonnenberg 
has turned the Blue 
Devils into a title con-
tender during his short 
tenure at the helm.

Last weekend, the Blue 
Devils reached the pin-
nacle, winning the pro-
gram’s first Division 1 
regional championship 
on their home track by 
edging city rival Grosse 
Pointe North 142-123.

Warren De La Salle 
was a distant third with 
88 points.

A key to the win was 
winning not only one 
relay, but all four to earn 
big points.

The 800-meter relay 
team of Owen Bollaert, 
Chase Tomlin, A.J. 
Benson and Grant Hart 
won with a time of 
1:30.09, and the 400-
meter relay squad of 
Bollaert, Aaron Dyas, 
Benson and Hart won 
with a time of 43.49.

The 3,200-meter relay 
foursome of Charlie 
Rulison, Ben Gabrion, 
Blake Weaver and Bashar 
Abouljoud won with a 
school-record time of 
8:03.27, and the Blue 

Devils fi nished the meet 
in style as the 1,600-
meter relay team of 
Weaver, Gabrion, Tomlin 
and Abouljoud cruised to 
a win in a time of 3:29.93.

Other state qualifiers 
for the Blue Devils were 
Terrance Lane, second in 
the discus with a throw of 
136 feet, 3 inches; Hart, 
first in the 100-meter 
dash with a time of 11.36; 
Tomlin, second in the 
400-meter dash with a 
time of 52.36; and 
Abouljoud and Weaver, 

first and second in the 
800-meter run with times 
of 2:00.54 and 2:00.79.

Jeremy Baldes and his 
Norsemen stayed close to 
the Blue Devils through 
most of the meet, thanks 
to state qualif iers 
Ka’Ronn Henderson and 
Eric Cueter taking sec-
ond in the high jump and 
second in the pole vault 
with marks of 6 feet, 3 
inches, and 11 feet.

Zac Ozormoor is 
headed to the finals in 
two events after winning 

the 110-meter hurdles 
with a time of 15.16 and 
300-meter hurdles at 
40.60.

Preston Navarre and 
Kuvin Satyadev took fi rst 
and second in the 1,600-
meter run with times of 
4:23.92 and 4:24.55 to 
make the fi nals, and the 
Norsemen’s final state 
qualifiers are William 
Hofmann and Navarre, 
who took fi rst and sec-
ond in the 3,200-meter 
run with times of 9:52.40 
and 9:52.69.

Next for the couple of 
dozen Norsemen and Blue 
Devils is the Division 1 

state championship meet 
Saturday, June 1, at East 
Kentwood High School.

By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

South boys win fi rst regional title

PHOTO BY RENATO JAMETT

North’s Zac Ozormoor won both hurdle events and 
is headed to the state fi nals in both events.

PHOTO BY RENATO JAMETT

South’s Owen Bollaert and Grant Hart helped the 
Blue Devils win the regional.

PHOTO COURTESY OF MARK SONNENBERG

The Grosse Pointe South boys track and fi eld team members are all smiles after 
winning the program’s fi rst regional title.

UNIVERSITY L IGGETT  SCHOOLNORTH & SOUTH

Five University Liggett 
School athletes, Errol 
S e r v i c e ,  A s h t o n 
Pongratz, Margaret 
Hart igan,  Madison 
Baltimore and Emilia 
Bronk — punched their 
ticket to the Division 3 
state championship meet.

They finished in the 
top two in their respec-
tive events in last week-
end’s regional meet at 
Madison Heights Bishop 
Foley.

For head coach Alan 
Parish, the boys fi nished 
fi fth with 42 points and 
the girls were sixth with 
48 points.

In the boys’ meet, it 
was a two-team race with 
Wa r r e n  M i c h i g a n 
Collegiate winning with 
161 points and Bishop 
Foley taking second with 
134.

In the girls’ meet 
Michigan Collegiate also 
won with 171 points.

For the Knights, 
Pongratz won the 800-
meter run with a time of 
2:12.98 and Hartigan 
was second in the same 
event, running a time of 
2:44.33.

Bronk was second in 
the 3,200-meter run with 
a time of 14:29.34, and 
Service was runner-up in 
the long jump with a 
mark of 19 feet, 7 inches.

Baltimore is competing 
in the finals in two 
events, the shot put and 
discus. She was second 
in both, throwing the 
shot put 32 feet, 10 ½ 
inches, and the discus 88 
feet, 2 inches.

Other Knights who 
earned points for the 
boys were Giorgio 
Malkoun in the discus; 
William Gregory in the 
shot put; Service in high 
jump; 1,600-meter relay 
team of Dylan Ponman, 
Russell Floyd, Malik 
Pierce and Pongratz; 
Evan Provenzano in the 
3,200-meter run; Floyd in 
the 800-meter run; Ben 
Kouyate in the 300-meter 
hurdles; 400-meter relay 
squad of Anthony Green, 
Cam Floyd, Pierce and 
Service; Jacob Whitton 
in the 1,600-meter run; 
and the 3,200-meter 
relay squad of Russell 
F l o y d ,  W h i t t o n , 
P r o v e n z a n o  a n d 
Pongratz.

Other girls who earned 
points were Kaeleigh 
Harmon in the discus 
and shot put; Allie 
Mulder in long jump; and 
the 1,600-meter relay 
team of Sadie Ancona, 
Hartigan, Ella Harvey 
and Keri Inge-Marshall.

Coming up for the fi ve 
Knights is the Division 3 
state championship meet 
Saturday, June 1, at 
Jenison High School.

Five make
state fi nals
By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

There is nothing more 
exciting than a state 
regional championship 
coming down to the fi nal 
event.

Last weekend, host 
Grosse Pointe South 
held a three-point lead 
over Grosse Pointe North 
entering the 1,600-meter 
relay.

“South was up by three 
points going into that 
last event, so that meant 
if we finished second 
behind top-ranked Cass 
Tech and South fi nished 
third, we would lose the 
title to South by one 
point,” North head coach 
Diane Montgomery said. 
“So, we needed to beat 
Cass Tech and hope that 
South fi nished no higher 
than third.”

North’s relay team of 
Kiyah Forrest, Michaela 
Cosgrove, Gia Derrick 
and Annaliese Thomas 
ran a season-best 
4:11.89, and South’s 
foursome of Sydney 
Ceyzyk, Sabel Imesch, 
Sarah Bellovich and Izzy 
Bellovich took third with 
a time of 4:20.11, to give 
the Norsemen a 150-149 
victory.

“It was truly inspired. I 
sent word down to the 
infi eld shortly before the 
race, so they would 

understand that second 
place wouldn’t win us the 
meet,” Montgomery said. 
“I think the best win for 
a team is a 1-point win. 
Every single athlete who 
scored in that meet could 
feel like her performance 
made the difference.”

“This was an amazing 
regional that quickly 
narrowed down to two 
teams, North and South,” 
South head coach Steve 
Zaranek said. “Our 
South girls fought so 
hard and had numerous 
brilliant performances. 
In the end it could have 
gone either way. North 
earned a great victory, 
and we were extremely 
proud of our South fi n-
ish.”

For the Norsemen in 
the 3,200-meter run, 
Lyndsay Kluge ran a 
16-second PR 12:59.37 to 
finish third and score 
enough points to keep us 

within reach of South.
“That was a pivotal 

moment  fo r  us , ” 
Montgomery said.

Other qualifi ers for the 
Norsemen were the 
3,200-meter relay team 
of Vivian Liagre, Sarah 
Seagram, Elise Nyquist, 
and Jackie Albo that 
came in second with a 
time of 10:17; Zoe 
Madden, who won the 
high jump with a mark of 
5 feet and second in the 
long jump at 16 feet, 8 ½ 
inches; Laila Logan, sec-
ond in the high jump at 4 
feet, 10 inches; Cate 
Gagnier, fi rst in the pole 
vault with a mark of 10 
feet, 6 inches; Tiara 
Cherry, second in the 
shot put with a throw of 
31 feet, 11 ¾ inches and 
second in the discus with 
a throw of 94 feet, 7 
inches ;  and Sara 
Michalik, second in the 
3,200-meter run with a 

time of 12:02.18.
The Blue Devils quali-

fied competitors to the 
state championship meet 
in seven events.

Devon Krasner started 
the day anchoring 
South’s winning 3,200-
meter distance relay 
team with Sarah Rabaut, 
Sabel Imesch and Sarah 
Bellovich posting a sea-
son-best time of 10:10.

Krasner then came 
back to win the 1,600-
meter run with a time of 
5:33, and Sarah Bellovich 
placed second with a 
career-best time of 5:49.

Krasner kept the 
momentum going, win-
ning the 800-meter run 
in 2:25, and 15 minutes 
later she was on the 
starting line for the lon-
gest race of the day, the 
3,200-meter run. 

Krasner took an early 

By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

North
edges
South

PHOTO COURTESY OF DIANE MONTGOMERY

The Grosse Pointe North girls track and fi eld competitors pose for a team shot 
after winning a state regional title.

See TRACK, page 4C
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Tennis

GROSSE POINTE SOUTH

Mark Sobieralski and 
his Grosse Pointe South 
girls tennis team knew 
coming into their 
Division 1 regional tour-
nament winning would 
come down to how their 
four doubles fl ights fi n-
ished.

After a lengthy discus-
sion with his players the 
week before, Sobieralski 
said the girls knew 
exactly what they had to 
do to achieve victory.

First it was Alex Walz 
and Meghan Wysocki 
winning 6-4, 7-5 in a 
tough match at No. 4 
doubles.

Second,  Kait l in 
Ifkovits and Mairin 
Heimbuch also earned a 

tough 6-4, 7-5 win at No. 
3 doubles to give the 
Blue Devils a 2-0 advan-
tage over rival Troy.

Claire Beardslee and 
Anna Dietz won another 
tough one, 7-6, 6-3, at 
No. 2 doubles, and com-
pleting the doubles 
sweep was the No. 1 dou-
bles team of Kate 
Beardslee and Maddie 
Hurley, who won 6-3, 
7-6.

The Blue Devils went 
on to win the regional 
championship with a 
perfect 32 points.

“What a day of tennis 
for our girls and our pro-
gram,” Sobieralski said. 
“The girls were awesome 
today. They prepared for 
this pressure and they 
performed very well.”

At No. 1 singles, Lily 

Jones beat Troy Athens’ 
Agata Szewczuk 6-0, 6-2 
in the fi nals, and Laurel 
Sullivan defeated Troy’s 
Aishani Gargapati 6-2, 
6-1 in the fi nals at No. 2 
singles.

Gigi Bonnell cruised 
6-0, 6-1 over Troy’s Heidi 
Blackwell in the No. 3 
singles fi nals, and Moira 
H i x  b e a t  R a y a 
VonPlagenhoef of Athens 

6-1, 6-0 in the fi nals at 
No. 4 singles.

Also making the state 
finals were runner-up 
Troy and third-place 
Athens, which earned 22 
and 18 points.

Next for the Blue 
Devils is the Division 1 
state tournament Friday, 
May 31, and Saturday, 
June 1, at the Greater 
Midland Tennis Center.

By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

Blue Devils
sweep way
in regional

The University Liggett 
School girls tennis team 
is heading to the state 
finals after earning 19 
points in a Division 4 
regional tournament at 
Bloomfi eld Hills Sacred 
Heart Academy.

The top two teams 
automatically made the 
state finals, or a third 
squad could make it if it 
earned 18 or more 
points, which the Knights 
did.

Sacred Heart won the 
title with 27 points, and 
C larks ton  Everes t 
Collegiate was second 
with 24.

“An amazing fi nish for 
a ‘swan song team’ start 
to the year,” head coach 
Cathy Hackenberger 
said. “Our players we 
committed to this pro-

cess all year, so proud of 
each and every girl.”

Melanie Zampardo led 
the way, winning the No. 
1 singles title with a 6-2, 
6-2 victory over Everest 
Collegiate’s Moorea 
McNally in the title 
match. Zampardo won 
6-0, 6-4 in the semifi nals 
and 6-0, 6-0 in her fi rst 
match.

Olivia Valente made 
the finals at No. 2 sin-
gles, but lost 6-0, 6-0 to 
Everest Collegiate’s 
Sarah Schmidt, and 
Meena Pandrangi was a 
semifi nalist at No. 3 sin-
gles, falling 6-2, 6-1 to 
Everest Collegiate’s 
Madelyn Vitu.

Kaitlin Fox lost 7-5, 6-0 
to Sacred Heart’s Alexis 
Harman in the semifi nals 
at No. 4 singles.

Siobhan Haggerty and 
Kennedy Campbell made 
the semifinals at No. 1 

doubles, losing 6-0, 6-2 
to Everest Collegiate, 
and the duo of Isabella 
Meredith and Angelina 
Polizzi made the semifi -
nals at No. 2 doubles, but 
lost 6-2, 6-1 to Everest 
Collegiate.

The No. 3 doubles 
squad of Leah Coleman 
and Ellizabeth Lukas 
won a match, but lost a 

tough three setter to 
Regina 6-7, 6-1, 6-2, and 
the No. 4 doubles team of 
Logan Merriweather and 
Darshana Subramaniam 
made the title match 
before losing 7-5, 6-1 to 
Sacred Heart.

Next is the Division 4 
state fi nals Friday, May 
31, and Saturday, June 1, 
at Kalamazoo College.

By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

Knights
make fi nals

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

University Liggett School’s Melanie Zampardo, 
shown earlier this spring, won the No. 1 singles 
fl ight at last weekend’s state regional tournament.

UNIVERSITY L IGGETT  SCHOOL

Grosse Pointe North’s 
girls tennis team is head-
ing back to the state 
fi nals after tying for sec-
ond place in last week-
end’s Division 2 regional 
tournament.

Birmingham Groves 
swept the regional, win-
ning all eight fl ights to 
earn 32 points. Host 
North tied with Berkley 
with 20 points for sec-
ond place.

“The girls really dug 
deep and believed in 
themselves this season, 
and their dedication 
showed with a good 
showing today in the 
regional,” head coach 
John VanAlst said. “I’m 

proud of the girls.”
Each of the four sin-

gles players, Anna 
Todesco, Evelyn Stahl, 
Silje Jensen and Mia 
Eugenio, made the 
finals, while the four 
doubles fl ights made the 
semifi nals.

Todesco lost 6-2, 6-3 to 
Sullivan Patel in the 
fi nals at No. 1 singles, 
and Stahl dropped a 6-3, 
6-4 decision to Marin 
Wachs at the No. 2 sin-
gles fi nal.

Jensen played a tough 
three-setter, but lost 5-7, 
6-4 ,  7-6  to  Anna 
Chikhalenko in the 
fi nals at No. 3 singles, 
and Eugenio lost 6-2, 6-0 
to Arielle Bauer in the 
fi nals at No. 4 singles.

Claire Williams and 

Rachel Stone lost 6-1, 
6-0 to Berkley in the 
semifi nals at No. 1 dou-
bles, while Evelyn Riley 
and Julia Riley lost 6-1, 
6-2 to Berkley in a No. 2 
doubles semifi nal.

Jamie Delas and 
Maegan Daher lost 6-3, 
6-3 to Berkley in the 
semifi nals at No. 3 dou-

bles, and at No. 4 dou-
bles the duo of Meredith 
Olzem and Tasha Burr 
lost another three-setter, 
6-4, 3-6, 6-3 to Berkley in 
another semifi nal.

Next for North is the 
Division 2 state finals 
Friday, May 31, and 
Saturday, June 1, at 
Hope College.

By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

Norsemen
tie for 2nd

GROSSE POINTE NORTH

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

South’s Anna Dietz, left, and Claire Beardslee high-
fi ve after earning a point during a regional match.

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

North’s Evelyn Stahl played well at No. 2 singles for 
the Norsemen.

Softball

RIVALS

Grosse Pointe South’s 
softball team hosted city 
rival University Liggett 
School last weekend, 
and came away with a 
16-6 win in six innings.

Offense was the name 
of the game as the Blue 
Devils fi nished with 12 
hits and the Knights had 
eight.

Pam Savich and her 
Knights jumped out to a 
1-0 lead in the top of the 
first inning. Jenna 
H u m m e l  d o u b l e d , 
advanced to third on a 
s ingle  by  Natal ia 
Dragovic and scored on a 
ground out by Maddie 
McKee.

Bill Fleming watched 
his Blue Devils immedi-
ately respond, scoring 
five runs on four hits, 
two walks and two 
errors.

Katie Drew and Lauren 
Sicklesteel drove in runs 
with singles in the bot-
tom of the fi rst. The fi rst 
three runs scored on two 
infield errors by the 
Knights.

Kia Borum blasted a 
long home run in the top 
of the second, but once 
again the home team 
answered with two runs 
to lead 7-3.

The Blue Devils scored 
four more runs in the 
third inning, thanks to 
run-scoring hits by 
Kendall Volpe, Julia 
O’Halla and Sicklesteel, 
and they put the game 
away by scoring one run 
in the fourth, two in the 
fi fth and two in the sixth.

The Knights scored 
runs in the fi fth and sixth 

innings, but it wasn’t 
enough.

The Blue Devils ended 
the game via the 10-run 
mercy rule when Volpe 
doubled and scored 
when O’Halla reached on 
an error. O’Halla scored 
the final run when 
A d r i a n a  A g o s t a 
grounded out.

Volpe finished with 
four hits, including two 
doubles, two runs scored 
and two RBIs for the 
Blue Devils, and O’Halla 
had three hits, fi ve runs 
scored, a double and two 
RBIs.

Drew had two hits and 
one RBI, and Sicklesteel 
had two hits, two RBIs 
and one run scored.

Colleen Morris and 
Caroline Gallagher also 
had hits for the Blue 
Devils, and the winning 
pitcher was Agosta.

For the Knights, Emily 
Switchulis had two hits 
and one RBI, while 
McKee had two hits, one 
run scored and one RBI.

Others with hits were 
Hummel, Dragovic, Evie 
Bournias and Borum.

On the  mound , 
Switchulis suffered the 
loss as the Knights are 
10-10 overall.

South was busy last 
week, losing 5-4 to 
Fraser, but rebounding to 
beat Harper Woods 
Chandler Park Academy 
15-0 and 10-0, and 
d e f e a t i n g  Wa r r e n 
Cousino 11-10.

Gallagher threw a no-
hitter against Chandler 
Park, while O’Halla and 
Volpe led the offense.

Grosse Pointe South 
improved to 12-14-1 
overall.

Blue Devils
bounce ULS
By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

The Grosse Pointe 
North softball team beat 
St. Clair Shores Lake 
Shore 10-2 early last 
week in division play.

The Norsemen were 
led by senior Kayla 
Kettler and sophomore 
Dylan Cardinale, who 
each had two hits.

Juniors Brenna Marsin 
and Katelyn Gloster each 
drove in two runs to help 
the offense score 10 runs.

They jumped out to a 
9-0 lead and then let 
junior pitcher Sydney 
Brumme do the rest as 
she earned the win on 
the mound, limiting the 
Shorians to only six hits.

Defensively, seniors 
Evelyn Zacharias, Rachel 
Liagre and Natalie 
Wietecha played well.

The next day, the 
Norsemen hosted first-
place and state-ranked 
L’Anse Creuse.

Head coach Ron Smith 
and his Norsemen fell 
behind 5-0, but battled 
back to make it a game.

They scored a run in 
the fi fth inning on an RBI 
single by Zacharias, 
s c o r i n g  f r e s h m a n 
Miraina Smith, and 
added three in the sixth.

Gloster doubled and 

Liagre walked. Gloster 
scored when Brumme 
doubled, and Liagre 
came home when Smith 
singled. Marsin’s ground 
out produced the third 
run.

The Lancers held on as 
the Norsemen added 
another run in the sev-
enth inning. Junior 
Samantha Bastien sin-
gled and scored on a wild 
pitch.

With the win, the 
Lancers clinched the 
M a c o m b  A r e a 
Conference  Whi te 
Division title.

North fi nished its week 
with a 14-8 win at 
S t e r l i n g  H e i g h t s 
Stevenson.

After being down 8-3 
after two innings, the 
Norsemen came back 
behind a 17-hit attack.

Zacharias had three 
hits, while Cardinale had 
two hits, including a 
home run.  Smith, 
Brumme, Liagre and 
Marsin also had hits, 
while Bastien had 3 RBIs.

Brumme got the win 
for North, and Grace 
Haynes pitched excellent 
in relief to earn the save.

Grosse Pointe North is  
6-4 in the Macomb Area 
Conference  Whi te 
Division and 10-12 over-
all.

Norsemen
win 2 of 3
By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

GROSSE POINTE NORTH
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Lacrosse

UNIVERSITY L IGGETT  SCHOOL

Head coach Mike 
Costanzo was anxious to 
lead his University 
Liggett School boys 
lacrosse team on the 
field for its Division 2 
regional playoff opener 
against Royal Oak last 
week.

The Knights, the No. 3 
seed, hosted the No. 6 
seed Ravens. However, 
the Knights hadn’t 
played a game in more 
than a week thanks to 
rain outs and postpone-
ments.

“Wow we really want 
to get out there and just 
play a game,” Costanzo 
said while his players 
were warming up.

ULS now gets to play a 
regional semifi nal after 
whipping the Ravens 
16-7.

“We couldn’t pick up a 
ground ball in that fi rst 
half, and we didn’t play 
that well,” Costanzo said.

The Knights played a 
sloppy fi rst half, but led 
7-4.

They turned up the 
intensity in the third 
quarter, out-scoring the 
Ravens 6-3 to build a 
13-7 advantage.

Before the fourth quar-
ter started, Costanzo told 
his players, “You have to 
keep playing. You have 
to play smart to move to 
the second round. Stay 
focused.”

It was all Knights in 
the fi nal quarter as they 

out-scored their guests 
3-0 to win and move to 
the regional fi nals.

Senior tri-captain 
Danny Bowen, playing 
his fi nal home game of 
his high school career, 
led the Knights with 
eight goals, followed by 
freshman Doug Wood 
with four goals.

Scoring one goal 
apiece were seniors C.J. 

Morr i s  and  Jake 
Rosenberg, as well as 
juniors Dakota Jones 
and Tristan Reilly.

Senior tri-captains 
Henry Combs and 
Connor Barthel were 
stellar in net and on 
defense, helping to limit 
the Ravens to only seven 
goals.

ULS improved to 7-6 
overall.

By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

Knights
throttle
Ravens

PHOTO BY TOM DAILEY

University Liggett School goalie Henry Combs 
makes a save during the Knights’ regional win over 
Royal Oak.

RIVALS

Grosse Pointe North’s 
girls lacrosse team fi n-
ished its regular season 
last week, battling city 
rivals Grosse Pointe 
South and University 
Liggett School.

First up was the Blue 
Devils, who were playing 
on senior night.

It was a good fi rst half 
with the Norsemen hang-
ing in there. They trailed 
6-3 and were in position 
to try to get an upset.

It was all Blue Devils in 
the second half as they 
out-scored the Norsemen 
12-2 to win 18-5.

Freshman Abigail 
Keane led the Blue Devils 
with four goals, followed 
b y  s e n i o r  R o s e 
Williamson with three.

S e n i o r s  K r i s t e n 
Eschbach, Julia Gigante 
and Izzy Adams scored 
two goals apiece, and 
scoring one goal were 
s e n o r  J a c q u e l i n e 
Mercier, juniors Anna 
Stumb, Hannah Blanzy 
and Sumner Verlinden 
and sophomore Mary 
Fannon.

For the Norsemen, 
seniors Lainey Aldridge, 
B e l l a  We l k e  a n d 
Meaghan McSkimming 
scored one goal apiece, 

as did juniors Alexis 
Poulos and Emma 
Burney.

Next for North came a 
road game against ULS. 
The Knights jumped out 
to a 5-0 lead and cruised 
to a 14-4 victory.

For the Knights, sopho-
more Delaney Garvey 
led the initial offensive 
burst with three goals. 
The Knights led 7-1 at 
the half.

Garvey led the Knights 
with fi ve goals, followed 
by sophomore Ella 
Karolak with three. 
Senior Abby Doppke had 
two goals, while seniors 
Emma Wujek, Elise Buhl 
and Mimi Wujek and 
junior Maggie Dunn had 
one goal apiece.

Head coach Jennifer 
Larson and her Knights 
improved to 11-2 overall.

For the Norsemen, 
2-12 overall, Aldridge 
and Nahra each scored 
two goals.

Each goalie, Sables for 
North and senior Allie 
Quint for ULS, had a 
dozen saves.

South fi nished its regu-
lar season with home 
games against Utica Ford 
and Utica Eisenhower. 
They beat Ford 20-10 and 
lost 14-12 to Eisenhower 
to see their record stand 
at 7-3-1 overall.

Norsemen
fall to rivals
By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

Grosse Pointe South 
boys golf team wrapped 
up another perfect sea-
son in the Macomb Area 
Conference Red Division 
last week, beating Utica 
Ford and Romeo.

The Blue Devils shot 
148, while the Falcons 
had 158 and the Bulldogs 
159.

They also shot 165 in a 
win over Grosse Pointe 
North, and fi nished 8-0 
in the Red Division.

In other recent action, 
the No. 2 ranked Blue 
Devils shot 301 in a tour-

nament at Pine Lake as 
Coalter Smith shot 68 to 
medal and Tommy 
Sullivan posted 72.

For the Norsemen 
under coaches Jim 
Hansinger Jr. and Jim 
Hansinger Sr., their ros-
ter has consisted of 
seniors Frankie Lucido 
and Joseph Paglino; 
juniors Conor Fleming, 
Joey Lucido, Bobby 
Wesley, Shane Campbell, 
Jonathan Smith, Zack 
Rockwell ,  Nicholas 
Eugenio and Brock 
Spicher; sophomore 
Tyler Richardson; and 
f r e s h m a n  N i k o 
Karoutsas.

South beats
rival North
By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

RIVALS

Golf

NORTH & SOUTH

The Grosse Pointe 
South boys lacrosse 
team cruised to the next 
round of the state play-
offs with a 13-3 home 
win over Troy Athens 
last week.

Junior Stuart Standish 
led the Blue Devils with 
four goals, and sopho-
more Miles Wujek added 
three as the home team 
cruised to the playoff 
victory.

Senior Jimmy Rauh 
chipped in with two 
goals, and scoring one 
goal apiece were seniors 
Jacob Adams and Turner 
Sine, as well as sopho-
mores Thomas Smith 
and Henry Shields.

S e n i o r  M i l e s 
Dingeman had four 
assists to lead in that 
depar tment ,  whi le 
seniors Michey Kuchta 
and Adam Ebenhoeh, 

Sine and Adams each 
had one assist.

Playing a huge part in 
helping the Blue Devils 
dominate time of posses-
sion was Sine, who won 
16 of 18 face-offs, and 
senior Jack Coyle had 13 
saves.

Earlier in the week, 
South edged host 
Pontiac Notre Dame 
Prep 11-9 to improve to 
14-4 overall.

Grosse Pointe South 
bat t les  top-ranked 
Birmingham Brother 
Rice in a regional semifi -
nal. The game is played 
Wednesday, May 22, and 
the results will be in the 
June 6 issue.

“We’re actually excited 
to play these guys,” 
Macksoud said. “We’re 
very aware of all the 
hype and all of the play-
ers they have, but we’re 
not scared at all. We’re 
not the ones with some-
thing to lose here. No 

matter what happens, 
these boys will walk off 
the fi eld proud and satis-
fi ed knowing they gave it 
their all.”

North results
It’s been a rough end-

ing to the regular season 
for Grosse Pointe North.

Head coach Mark 
S e p p a l a  a n d  h i s 
Norsemen hosted Ann 
Arbor Skyline early last 
week and lost 14-3.

Ben Hartley scored 
f i rs t  to  g ive  the 
Norsemen a 1-0 lead.

Skyline scored the 
final two goals of the 
fi rst quarter and added 
four more goals in the 
second period to take a 
6-1 halftime lead.

Hartley and Chris 
Lorelli scored goals in 
the third quarter, but 
Skyline put three goals 
on the board to build the 
lead to 11-3.

T h e  N o r s e m e n 

couldn’t get anything 
going in the fourth quar-
ter and lost, and the fol-
lowing evening they lost 
15-2 to Bloomfi eld Hills.

North regrouped and 
hosted L’Anse Creuse in 
the first round of the 
Division 1 regional play-
offs later in the week.

The Norsemen won 
15-9 as Mitchell Mills led 
the way with four goals, 
while Will Weiss had 
three goals and one 
assist.

Connor Obermok fi n-
ished with a seven-point 
game, scoring two goals 
and assisting on fi ve oth-
ers, and Lorelli had two 
goals. Jason Michalski 
had one goal and two 
assists.

Others with goals were 
Joey Kettler, Gianni 
Moro and Connor 
Albrecht,  and Jon 
Hartley had one assist.

Grosse Pointe North is 
6-9-1 overall.

By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

Blue Devils, Norsemen win

Soccer

NORTH, SOUTH & L IGGETT

The second go around 
between the Grosse 
Pointe North and Grosse 
Pointe South girls soccer 
teams was a nail-biter 
compared the fi rst meet-
ing a couple of weeks 
ago.

In the fi rst game, the 
Norsemen cruised to a 
3-0 win, but this time 
Chris Bolio had his Blue 
Devils playing better.

The Norsemen needed 
a comeback to beat the 
Blue Devils 3-2.

The Blue Devils domi-
nated most of the first 
half and bolted to a 2-0 
lead on goals by Lily 
Adams on a penalty kick 
at the 14:41 mark and 

Anne Reid at the 10:52 
mark.

Bolio and the Blue 
Devils had control of the 
game and all of the 
momentum.

H o w e v e r ,  t h e 
Norsemen got back in 
the game when Maddie 
Kohler scored late in the 
fi rst half to cut the defi cit 
to one, 2-1, at the half.

The second half pro-
vided a dozen good scor-
ing chances for each 
team, but it was head 
coach Olivia Dallaire and 
her Norsemen that tal-
lied.

S e n i o r  K a t e l y n 
Louwers tied it with a 
goal at the 27:06 mark of 
the second half, and 
Kohler netted the game 
winner at the 19:40 

mark.
South entered the 

game playing some of its 
best soccer of the season.

“We are stringing 
together some nice 
efforts, including a solid 
game against Dakota, 
even though we lost,” 
Bolio said. “We should 
have won the game. I 
think we out-played 
them.”

South lost 2-1 to 
Dakota, falling to 1-8 in 
the Macomb Area 
Conference Red Division. 
The Blue Devils also lost 
3-2 to St. Clair and 4-0 to 
Anchor Bay to end the 
regular season 4-12-1 
overall.

North played its other 

Norsemen beat
Blue Devils, Knights
By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

See SOCCER, page 4C
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Baseball

GROSSE POINTE NORTH

The Grosse Pointe 
North baseball team 
clinched a Macomb Area 
C o n f e r e n c e  W h i t e 
Division title last week.

Head coach David 
Martin’s squad was all 
business in the opener 
against Anchor Bay, win-
ning 12-0 in fi ve innings 
on its home fi eld.

Sophomore lefty Nic 
Good earned the shutout 
win, giving up four hits, 
four walks and striking 
out seven in fi ve innings. 
Defensively,  senior 
catcher Dom VanDoorne 
picked two runners off, 
one from second base 
and one from fi rst.

He also threw out a 
runner attempting to 
steal.

Everyone got in on the 
hitting attack. The 
Norsemen scored one 

run in the first inning, 
three in the third and 
eight in the fourth.

Seniors Matt Mazzola, 
Jack Kensora and 
VanDoorne had two hits 
apiece, as did junior 
Danny Duquet.

Others with hits were 
seniors Ryan Shanley, 
Chad Lorkowski, Foster 
Dodge and Jackson Hall 
and junior Joey Tedesco.

Two of the biggest hits 
were a two-run double 
by VanDoorne in the 
third and a bases loaded 
triple by Tedesco in the 
fourth.

Game two was at 
Anchor Bay, and the 
pitchers dominated as 
the Norsemen squeezed 
out a 2-0 win.

Senior Louis Cardinale 
earned the win, going 6 
2/3 innings, and Kensora 
recorded the save, get-
ting the fi nal out.

At the plate, Shanley 

and Kensora had two hits 
apiece. Driving in the 
runs were Kensora and 
Duquet.

In the series fi nale, the 
Norsemen used a walk-
off homer from Kensora 
to beat the Tars 6-5. 
Mazzola had three hits, 
while Jackson Hall had 
two.

Kensora, Lorkowski 
and Hall each drove in 
two runs.

The Norsemen offi-
cially clinched the MAC 
White Division title after 
L’Anse Creuse had to for-
feit its second win over 
the Norsemen.

According to Martin,  
the MAC Conference 
overturned one of our 
losses to L’Anse Cruse 
for using an ineligible 
player/pitcher.

With that, North is 12-2 
in the MAC White 
Division and 22-2-1 over-
all.

Norsemen win
division crown
By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

UNIVERSITY L IGGETT  SCHOOL

After sweeping Ann 
Arbor Gabriel Richard 
7-0 and 7-2 in a double-
header and losing 8-0 to 
Saline High School last 
week, the University 
Liggett School boys base-
ball team was eager to 
improve.

Despite the home 
team’s tough loss against 
the Hornets, head coach 
Dan Cimini saw the non-
league matchup as a way 
to warm up the team 
before heading into the 
Catholic League semifi -
nals.

“Today was just a tune-
up game,” Cimini said. “I 
thought the guys played 
very well. We’ve been 
pitching and playing 
some younger guys … it’s 
great momentum to have 
for the semis.”

Cimini’s tactic was 
deemed successful. On 
May 12, the Knights’ grit 
helped them clinch a 6-2 
victory against Ann 
Arbor Greenhills, earn-
ing themselves a spot in 
the Catholic League 
fi nals.

Senior leaders Alec 
Azar, Billy Kopicki and 
Kellen Banaszewski had 
impress ive  per for-
mances. Azar dominated 
on the mound and 
pitched an impressive 
seven innings, allowing 
only two runs, while 
Kopicki went 2 for 2 for 
the day and Banaszewski 
went 3 for 3 with one 
walk. Senior Logan King 
also battled behind the 
plate.

Liggett remained offen-
sively and defensively 
sound throughout the 
game. But the Knight’s 
suffered a few defensive 

errors in the top of the 
sixth, and Greenhills 
gained momentum. With 
a runner on second and 
the Gryphons at the top 
of their batting lineup,  
junior Nick Post made a 
game-changing throw 
from centerfi eld to strike 
out a runner at home 
plate to keep the score 
6-2.

As the team reaches 
the end of its season and 
enters the playoffs, 
Cimini highlights how 
ULS’s offense will play a 
critical role in advancing 
for the rest of the season.

“We just need to hit,” 
Cimini said, “We’ll be 
fi ne, and we’re going to 
rely on great pitching 
and great defense — so 
all we need is to put some 
runs up and we’ll be 
alright.”

ULS improved to 14-9 
overall.

Knights win semi
By Anna Post
Special Writer

GROSSE POINTE SOUTH

It’s been a rough cou-
ple of weeks for the 
Grosse Pointe South 
baseball team.

A string of six straight 
M a c o m b  A r e a 
Conference Red Division 
losses left the Blue Devils 
in a third-place tie with 
Utica Eisenhower at 8-7.

Last week they fell vic-
tim to Eisenhower, losing 
9-2, 3-2 and 6-2.

In the first game, 
Weston Brundage and 
Matthew Fabry had three 
hits apiece, while Fabry 
and Ryker Mazey drove 
in runs.

The Blue Devils fin-
ished with 11 hits in the 
middle  game,  but 
stranded 11 baserunners.

In the middle game, 
Patrick Hopper led the 

way with three hits and 
one RBI, while Will 
Leonard and Brundage 
had two hits apiece. 
Brundage took the tough 
loss on the mound, going 
the distance, giving up 
only seven hits and strik-
ing out six.

Once again the Blue 
Devils out-hit the Eagles 
12-7, but left nine on 
base.

Cody Shook pitched 
the fi rst four innings and 
suffered the loss in the 
series finale. Brady 
McCarron and Conor 
McKenna pitched well in 
relief.

Leonard and Hopper 
each had two hits and 
one RBI, while Brundage 
had two hits.

Last weekend, the Blue 
Devils hosted Utica Ford 
in a double-header.

Game one was an 11-0 

loss in fi ve innings.
They loaded the bases 

with only one out in the 
bottom of the first, but 
didn’t score, and it went 
downhill from that point.

The bats fi nally woke 
up in game two as 
Brundage pounded out 
four hits and drove in two 
runs, while Fabry had 
three hits and one RBI.

The big blow of the 
game came in the second 
inning when Cam 
Mallegg hit a grand slam 
to give the Blue Devils an 
8-2 lead. Others with 
multiple hits were 
Hopper, Brian McKenna, 
Carter Sales and Liam 
Kaiser.

Miles Jamieson pitched 
the first 5 2/3 innings, 
scattering eight hits and 
striking out three. Kaiser 
fi nished the game as the 
Blue Devils are 13-19.

Blue Devils struggle
to fi nd consistency
By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

lead and won in a season-
best time of 11:52.

The Blue Devils’ Helen 
Dodge and her sprinter 
teammates were on fi re.

Dodge anchored the 
winning 800-meter relay 
team with Zoe Wagstaff, 
Lauren Kanan and Lizzy 
Bellovich posting a time 
of 1:48.

Earlier, Dodge gave 
South a fourth place in 
the 100-meter dash with 
a time of 13.10, and was 
on the 400-meter relay 
team, with Wagstaff, 
Danice Doles and 
Bellovich, that placed 
fourth with a season-best 
52.1.

Lizzy Bellovich also 
qualified to the state 
finals in the 400-meter 
dash with a season-best 
63.5, and teammate 
Sydney Ceyzyk was right 
behind in third at 64.4.

In the field events, 
Anna Majni vaulted a 
career-best 9 feet, 3 
inches to place second 
and qualify to the state 
meet. 

Te a m m a t e  E r i c a 

McGraw was right 
behind in third at 8 feet, 
3 inches.

The other teams com-
peting were St. Clair 
Shores Lakeview, Detroit 
Martin Luther King, 
Detroit Cass Tech, 
Wa r r e n  C o u s i n o , 
Roseville, St. Clair 

Shores Lake Shore, 
Warren Woods-Tower 
and Eastpointe East 
Detroit.

Coming up for the 
Norsemen and Blue 
Devils qualifiers is the 
Division 1 state champi-
onship meet Saturday, 
June 1, at East Kentwood.

city rival, University 
Liggett School, the fol-
lowing night. 

It was their annual 
Kick It To Cancer game, 
and both teams honored 
Jake Pennar.

The Norsemen led 1-0 
at the half on a goal by 

senior Meghan Gallagher, 
plus added two more 
goals in the second half 
to beat the Knights 3-0.

Senior Maddie Mills 
scored at the 17-minute 
mark to make it 2-0, and 
adding an insurance goal 
late was sophomore 
Meadow Venet.

Senior Hannah Martin 
earned the shutout in net 
for the Norsemen. 

She was tested by the 

Knights’ senior All-State 
forward Izzy Brusilow, 
who sent several rockets 
at Martin, but she made 
the saves.

For the Knights, junior 
Bella Cubba came up 
with her share of saves to 
keep the Knights in the 
game.

Grosse Pointe North 
improved to 5-9-1 over-
all, while ULS dropped to 
6-10.

TRACK:
Continued from page 1C

PHOTO BY RENATO JAMETT

North’s Cate Gagnier, rear, hands off to Gia Derrick, front, and for South it is 
Lauren Kanan handing off to Lizzy Bellovich in the 800-meter relay.

PHOTO BY RENATO JAMETT

North’s Sarah Seagram, left, and South’s Devon 
Krasner at the start of the 1,600-meter run.

SOCCER:
Continued from page 3C

College signing

GROSSE POINTE NORTH

PHOTO COURTESY OF TERESA BENNETT

College hockey
Grosse Pointe North senior Clare Murphy, seated center, signed a letter of in-
tent to play college hockey at U-M Dearborn for head coach Tim Ames. Murphy 
will be a member of U-M Dearborn’s inaugural season on the ice. Joining her at 
the signing were, back row, from left, Grosse Pointe North girls hockey head 
coach Casey Quick; older sister Molly Murphy; younger sister Erin Murphy; 
North girls hockey assistant coach Emma Huellmantel; and Ames; and sitting, 
parents Suzy and Sean Murphy. Murphy is joining high school hockey team-
mates Bella Welke and Hannah Martin as teammates at U-M Dearborn. 
Murphy was one of the leading scorers in the Michigan Metro Girls High 
School Hockey League the past couple of season, earning All-State honors.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
DEADLINES
Please call for holiday deadline
dates and times, subject to change.

PRICING
Prepayment is required.
We accept credit cards, cash  
and check.

FREQUENCY DISCOUNTS
Given for multi-week scheduled
advertising, with prepayment or 
credit approval. Call for rates or for 
more information. Phone lines can 
be busy on Monday and Tuesday.
Please call early.

WORD ADS:
12 - 25 words for $25.35;
additional words are 30¢ each.
Abbreviations are not accepted.
BORDER ADS STARTING AT:
$26.00 per column inch

CLASSIFYING
AND CENSORSHIP
We reserve the right to classify 
each ad under its appropriate 
heading. The publisher reserves 
the right to edit or reject ad copy 
submitted for publication.

CORRECTIONS
AND ADJUSTMENTS
Responsibility for classified 
advertising errors is limited to either  
a cancellation of the charge or a  
re-run of the portion of the error. 
Notification must be given in time for  
the correction in the following issue.  
We assume no responsibility for the 
same after the first insertion.

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M.
CLASSIFIED WORD ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M. 

PHONE: 313-882-6900 EXT. 1 WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COMFAX: 313-882-1585

Did you know we can use video of your
 Estate Sale  House Sale  Garage Sale  Items for Sale  Anything!

TOTALLY AFFORDABLE AND EASY!
Email us your video - We will process it for you and post it

to our website along with your classified ad.
Please call 313-343-5567

or email: bvethacke@grossepointenews.com for details.

CLASSIFIEDS

Grosse Pointe News
Office is CLOSED
MONDAY, MAY 27  
in observance of
Memorial Day.

For the May 30 newspaper,
deadline for classified ads is 

TUESDAY, MAY 28
AT 1P.M.

05
23

19

(Tonnancour is off Kercheval or Lakeshore  
between Moross and Provencal.)

313 779 0193
www.marciawilkestatesales.com

120 TONNANCOUR
GROSSE POINTE FARMS

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
MAY 24 AND 25

9:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.

052319

Street Numbers honored at 8:30 a.m. Friday.
Check out marciawilkestatesales.com to see 

some featured items! We accept cash, checks, 
VISA, MasterCard, AMEX and Discover.

This is such a fun and vibrant sale! We 
have a mix of retro, modern, traditional 

and antique items! We have an awesome 
pair of lime green chairs, beautiful 
10’ x 15’ oriental carpet, matching 

hand painted chairs, dining table with 
glass top and wooden base, fun lucite 
furniture, lots of occasional tables to 

choose from, bedroom furniture, linens, 
decoys, pottery, Ironrite, Schwinn 
exercise bike, lots and lots more! 

406 ESTATE SALES

313-881-1800
Thank you for your service. Happy Memorial Day

412 MISCELLANEOUS
ARTICLES

GROSSE POINTE
Acorn Superglide 130 Straight Stairlift

)

Installed NEW in May. Paid $4,300. Asking $1,500.
Call or text John at (313) 682-7048

100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

101 PRAYERS

103 ATTORNEYS/ LEGAL

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

203 HELP WANTED
DENTAL / MEDICAL

204 HELP WANTED DOMESTIC

300 SITUATIONS WANTED
BABYSITTERS

302 CAREGIVER

305 HOUSE CLEANING

312 ORGANIZING

400 ANTIQUES /
COLLECTIBLES

406 ESTATE SALES

409 GARAGE / YARD /
RUMMAGE SALE

409 GARAGE / YARD /
RUMMAGE SALE

411 CLOTHES / JEWELRY

412 MISCELLANEOUS
ARTICLES

415 WANTED TO BUY

419 BUILDING MATERIALS

600 CARS

603 GENERAL MOTORS

605 FOREIGN

408 FURNITURE

408 FURNITURE

Classifi eds
Work For You

To place an ad call:
(313)882-6900 x1 (313)882-6900 ext. 1

CLASSIFIEDS
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Solution for
last week’s

puzzle 5/16/19

Solution Time: 24 minutes© 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

052319

Solution for
last weeks 

puzzle 5/16/19

5/23/19

DIRECTORY OF SERVICES
Some classifications are not required by law to be licensed. Please check with the proper state agency to verify license.

RENTAL REAL ESTATE
709 TOWNHOUSES /

CONDOS FOR RENT
717 OFFICE / COMMERCIAL 

WANTED

HAVE THE GROSSE POINTE NEWS DELIVERED TO YOUR HOME EVERY WEEK.

313 343.5578CALL today!

is your 
LEADING SOURCELEADING SOURCE

The Grosse Pointe
NEWS

forLocal InformationLocal Information

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

Let the 
Classifieds

Do The Walking

918 CEMENT WORK

911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK 911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK 911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK 927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

929 DRYWALL / PLASTERING

934 FENCES

936 FLOOR SANDING /
REFINISHING

FLOOR

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

945 HANDYMAN

A

(313)237-7607
(586)215-4388
(810)908-4888

945 HANDYMAN

946 HOME SERVICES

948 INSULATION

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

957 PLUMBING
& INSTALLATION

960 ROOFING SERVICES

981 WINDOW WASHING

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

(313)882-6900 ext. 1


