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GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — Following dis-
cussions between city of-
fi cials and AT&T begin-
ning in July 2019, Grosse 
Pointe Farms City 
Council unanimously 
voted as part of the con-
sent agenda at the meet-

ing Monday, Feb. 10, to 
amend its 27-year con-
tract with the company 
regarding the lease of a 
cell tower on the city hall 
lot at 90 Kerby.

The contract consists 
of an initial 10-year 
term, with three five-
year automatic exten-
sions, and will bring in 
$34,800 per year to the 
city in rent costs.

This is an increase 
over the previous annual 
rent, which was approx-
imately $29,500.

The contract also 
includes language which 
states if the Farms were 
to sell the property and 
move city hall else-
where, AT&T would 
split the cost of relocat-
ing the tower with a stip-
ulation that the new 
location be compatible 
from an engineering 

SU
BS

CR
IB

E 
TO

DA
Y!

CA
LL

 (3
13

) 3
43

-5
57

8

Week Ahead  . . . . . . . 3A
Opinion  . . . . . . . . . . . 6A
Schools  . . . . . . . . . . . 8A
Features . . . . . . . . . . . 1B
Obituaries  . . . . . . . . . 2B
Sports  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1C
Classifi ed ads  . . . . . . 5C

VOL. 81, NO. 7, 20 PAGES
ONE DOLLAR (DELIVERY 86¢)

FEBRUARY 13, 2020
GROSSE POINTE, MICHIGAN

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — While city 
council unanimously ap-
proved The War 
Memorial’s parking lot 
variance request and pre-
liminary site plan for the 
improvements and addi-
tion to its campus during 
the meeting Monday, 

Feb. 10, the discussion 
was dominated by con-
cern over bird-window 
collisions, specifi cally in 
regard to a section of the 
addition set to be con-
structed, which potential-
ly could be all glass.

The amount of glass is 
subject to further study, 
reported Charles Burke, 
president and CEO of 
The War Memorial.

“I want to emphasize 
that this is conceptual, 
that this is the beginning 
phase,” he said. “ … 
Everything presented 
thus far is conceptual by 
nature and at a point of 
starting.” 

Burke clarified The 
War Memorial has heard 
the community’s con-
cerns and is open to 
exploring the various 
bird safety options such 
as Feather Friendly com-

mercial bird collision 
deterrent technology, 
which the Edsel & 
Eleanor Ford House has 
used, or even UV sprays. 

“I would also like to 
say the renderings in 
terms of scale seem big-
ger than they really are,” 
he said in regard to the 
addition. “It’s no higher 
than the current elevator 

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Preliminary site plan approved

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— City Council unani-
mously voted at its 
Monday, Feb. 10 session 
to discuss possible disci-

pline toward City 
At torney  Dennis 
Levasseur after three citi-
zens complained of un-
professional behavior by 
the lawyer.

Park attorney 
could face 
discipline
By Eddie B. Allen Jr.
Staff Writer

DESIGN COURTESY OF THE WAR MEMORIAL

A conceptual rendering of a glass-walled, strolling promenade as part of the proposed new addition to The 
War Memorial.

Farms cell tower 
agreement amended
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Not satisfi ed with the 
amount of information 
provided by city leaders, 
several residents planned 
to organize a community 
discussion about the A. 
Paul and Carol C. Schaap 

Center for the 
Performing Arts and the 
Richard and Jane 
Manoogian Art Gallery 
undergoing development 
on Jefferson. The forum 
was to be held 
Wednesday, Feb. 12, at 
Atwater Brewery, follow-

Residents seek 
answers to art 
center questions
By Eddie B. Allen Jr.
Staff Writer

THE GROSSE POINTES 
— Some of the 2019 high-
lights refl ected on by the 
Grosse Pointe Chamber 
of Commerce at its 14th 
annual membership din-
ner Jan. 30, included the 
formation of its fi rst stra-
tegic plan, attracting re-
cord attendance at events 
like its annual North/
South Tailgate and host-
ing the 45th annual 
Grosse Pointe Santa 
Parade. The chamber
also welcomed 31 new 
businesses last year,
as well as Director
of Communications 
Danielle Biaz and intern 
Ethan Reeside to its staff.

“Jenny and her team 
and the board of directors 
made 2019 an incredibly 
productive and success-
ful year,” said outgoing 
c h a i r m a n  T e d 
Everingham, who was 
honored for nearly a 
decade of service to the 

chamber.
Everingham, who 

passed the gavel to 
incoming chairwoman 
Tomasine Marx, also 

announced the chamber 
is moving up in the world, 
relocating to street level 
at 106 Kercheval from the 
basement offi ces it’s had 

since 2009. Marx then 
invited the community to 
stop by the new offi ces 

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Chamber reviews 2019, honors outstanding Pointers

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Awardees, from left J. Patrick Wright of Racing for Kids; Mary Lou LeFevre, 
representing Mike LeFevre of Mike’s on the Water; Maria Fields, University 
Liggett School; Andrew Spiteri, Grosse Pointe North High School; Claire 
Sheeren, Grosse Pointe South High School; and Jimmy Saros, Jim Saros Real 
Estate Services.

Bird collision concerns addressed

See HONORS, page 2ASee TOWER, page 3A

See ANSWERS, page 3A
See CONCERNS,

page 2A

See ATTORNEY, page 3A
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or, if short on time, sim-
ply wave, as there are 
now windows.

“We are a great team,” 
Marx said. “We are work-
ing for you, working for 
our community. Great 
things are in store for 

2020.”
Apart from carrying on 

its signature events like 
Legacy on the Lake and 
Restaurant Week, the 
chamber is taking over 
hosting duties for the 
Mayors’ Prayer Breakfast 
this spring. It’s also col-
laborating with the 
College for Creative 
Studies on a design proj-

ect later in the year.
Before presenting the 

Pointer of Distinction 
Awards, Marx recog-
nized Ellen Durand for 
31 years of business 
ownership in Grosse 
Pointe, fi rst with Village 
Toy, then with El’s 
Boutique. El’s closed at 
the end of 2019 so 
Durand could start 
another venture.

“I’ve had so much sup-
port in this community,” 
Durand said. “Especially 
in  the  month  of 
December, it’s been hard, 
but the love of custom-
ers, families, kids and 
businesses showed — 
because it’s a great place 
to have a business.”

The chamber next hon-
ored its 2020 Pointers of 
Distinction, awards “cre-
ated to recognize individ-
uals and organizations 
that are among the very 

best in our very special 
community,” Everingham 
said. “These awards are 
meant to recognize 
extraordinary people 
doing extraordinary 
things nearly every day.”

Youth Achievement 
awards were presented 
to University Liggett 
School senior Maria 
Fields, Grosse Pointe 
South High School 
senior Claire Sheeren 
and Grosse Pointe North 
High School senior 
Andrew Spiteri.

“There is no ‘i’ in ‘suc-
cess,’” Fields said, upon 
receiving her award. “I 
learned that fi rsthand.”

Fields credited her 
education and teachers 
for helping her become 
the person she is today. 
She also thanked her 
parents.

“There are not enough 
words to describe how 

grateful I am to them for 
all they’ve done for me,” 
she said. “My family is 
my team — my team of 
coaches, cheerleaders 
and friends. They have 
shaped me into who I am 
today.”

Sheeren, too, thanked 
her parents for their sup-
port. She also thanked 
God, as well as the com-
munity for its support of 
her charitable work, 
including the Run, Walk 
& Roll event she created.

“It’s great to live here 
in a place where every-
one is really supportive,” 
she said, noting the sec-
ond annual Run, Walk & 
Roll event will take place 
this spring, “so if anyone 
is interested in support-
ing or donating, I would 
love to talk to you.”

Spiteri said he was 
honored to be recog-
nized, then thanked 
Grosse Pointe Public 
S c h o o l  S y s t e m 
Superintendent Gary 
Niehaus and “all those 
who are involved in the 
Grosse Pointe schools” 
for their leadership and 
guidance.  He also 
thanked his family for 
their support.

T h e  C o m m u n i t y 
Service award was pre-
sented to Mike LeFevre, 
owner of Mike’s on the 
Water in St. Clair Shores, 
whose restaurant consis-
tently collects donations 
for various charities.

“The community we 
live in is so special and 
giving,” LeFevre com-
mented prior to the cer-
emony. “There are so 
many organizations that 
need support. At Mike’s, 
we do that all year round 
— and we’re only open 
seven months a year.”

LeFevre, who was 
vacationing in Egypt at 
the time of the event, 
thanked the chamber for 
his award via video. His 
mother,  Mary Lou 

LeFevre, accepted it on 
his behalf.

The Excellence in 
Business award was 
given to Jim Saros Real 
Estate Services, founded 
in 1937. The award was 
accepted by Jimmy 
Saros, a third-generation 
operator of the business, 
who credited his father, 
James G. Saros II, for 
mentoring him.

“It was a really exciting 
and great 2019 for our 
team,” Saros said, noting 
that opportunities in real 
estate abound through-
out metro Detroit and 
Grosse Pointe. “While 
completing our new 
offi ce development, we 
more than doubled the 
size of our team and have 
seen a sales increase of 
38.8 percent since 2017.”

Saros thanked his wife, 
Kelly, as well as the City 
of Grosse Pointe for its 
help during the ground-
up rebuilding of the busi-
ness’s new headquarters.

Racing for Kids was 
selected to receive the 
Excellence in Nonprofi t 
Activity award. Its execu-
tive director, J. Patrick 
Wright, accepted the 
award, but was quick to 
share the honor with 
“three cogs” of the “well-
run machine” that is 
Racing for Kids: Chief 
Operating Offi cer Debby 
Wright, Director of 
P u b l i c  R e l a t i o n s 
Kathleen Conway and 
Director of Events Linda 
Finger.

“I like to think we take 
the goodness of Grosse 
Pointe to sick children 
around the world,” he 
said. “We feel not only 
privileged to be Grosse 
Pointers, but privileged 
and honored for this 
award tonight.”

For biographical infor-
mation about all of the 
2 0 2 0  P o i n t e r  o f 
Distinction winners, visit 
grossepointenews.com.

HONORS:
Continued from page 1A

building that’s there and 
the structure, although I 
cannot give you the exact 
height, it’s at the bottom 
roof line of the current 
Alger house, so on both 
sides it’s protected 
(from) north and south 
by trees. 

“Now I know the issue 
is not height per say,” he 
added. “It is the transpar-
ency of whether there’s 
three sides of glass or 
four sides of glass or one 
side of glass and that is 
something that we will 
work through with peo-
ple that are subject mat-
ter experts in this.” 

Burke also urged coun-
cil to consider bird safety 
with all building projects 
in the Grosse Pointes, cit-
ing equity of treatment. 

“I say this in earnest to 
everyone here,” he said. 
“We are committed to 

learning more and to 
being sustainable and 
responsible for the stew-
ardship of the environ-
ment and wildlife via 
experts and industry best 
practices.”

This includes the cre-
ation of a sustainability 
task force, which will 
work on issues such as 
solar power, rain gar-

dens, permeable surfaces 
and native plantings.

Many community 
members filled council 
chambers as a show of 
support for bird safety 
considerations as the 
project moves forward.

“I think it’s wonderful 
that The War Memorial is 
going to be dealing with 
this issue upfront,” said 

Grosse Pointe Audubon 
member Marcia McBrien, 
citing a recent expensive 
bird safety renovation of 
the Javits Center in New 
York. “ … We’d like to do 
it right from the get go 
and not have to go back 
and fi x it later.”

Councilman Joe Ricci 
suggested using solar 
glass for the windows, as 
well as bird defl ectors. 

“There are things out 
there and I just ask The 
War Memorial to look at 
everything and be open, 
because I think this is a 
very great project and I 
think we just need to do it 
right,” he said.

The project includes 
the addition in front of 
the ballroom on the street 
side — the square footage 
of which is yet to be 
determined — and vari-
ous improvements such 
as a community room, 
Alger family museum, 
terrace off the back of the 
ballroom and sidewalks 

for access to the lakefront 
grounds.

The status of the Alger 
house on the National 
Register of Historical 
Places, Burke said, sets a 
high bar for the work.

He also addressed con-
cerns brought forward at 
the public work session 
Tuesday, Jan. 21, empha-
sizing The War Memorial 
has no desire to have a 
restaurant; The Ford 
House currently is under-
going such a project.

There will, however, be 
traffi c fl ow and parking 
lot renovations. While the 
parking requirement for 
the space as determined 
by the Farms was 312 
parking spaces, the coun-
cil unanimously voted to 
allow a variance of 10 
spaces. 

With a total of 302 
spaces set to be available 
post-renovation, The War 
Memorial plans to share 
60 spaces with Grosse 
Pointe Memorial Church 

and use 38 for valet ser-
vices during select peak 
times. 

“This is a preliminary 
site plan,” Mayor Louis 
Theros clarified of the 
approvals. “The War 
Memorial will have to 
come back for a fi nal site 
plan, which will cover 
such things as construc-
tion materials. For 
instance, whatever brick 
they’ll use (and) what-
ever glass they’re going 
to use, so that’s nothing 
we’re deciding today.”

The final site plan 
approval will include 
information on construc-
tion staging, the timeline 
and final drawings and 
elevations.

Anyone interested in 
contacting The War 
Memorial regarding this 
project can do so at feed
back@warmemorial.org. 
Additionally, The War 
Memorial will be provid-
ing quarterly community 
updates.

CONCERNS:
Continued from page 1A

PHOTO BY LAUREL KRAUS

For The War Memorial and residents’ consideration, 
Councilman Joe Ricci brought a sheet of regular 
glass and bird-safe solar glass, center, as well as a 
booklet of buildings that have implemented the so-
lar glass, to the meeting Monday, Feb. 10.

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — A stroll down 
a stretch of Mack just 
might resemble a trip to 
an exclusive gallery this 
spring.

For the second time in 
the program’s 10-year 
history, the Woods has 
been chosen to partici-
pate in the Detroit 
Institute of Arts’ annual 
InsideOut initiative, a 
community engagement 
effort that exhibits repli-
cas of DIA work in 
Wayne, Oakland and 

Macomb counties.
From June through 

October, the Woods will 
display a portion of the 
pieces selected for 
InsideOut 2020’s city par-
ticipants, said Megan 
Hawthorne, a DIA 
spokeswoman.

“We look at communi-
ties we have not gone into 
recently, or that are sup-
porters of the museum,” 
she said.

Among other consider-
ations for city selection 
are walkable or bike-
friendly districts that lend 
themselves to greater 
public interest in the art-

work.
“Every single year the 

communities get very 
exci ted about  i t , ” 
Hawthorne added.

Bruce Smith, Woods 
city administrator, said 
the community will dis-
play four pieces of DIA 
art from June to October. 
The exhibit marks the 
Woods’ second successful 
application for InsideOut, 
since the community was 
selected about nine years 
ago, Smith said.

“They want everybody 
to be able to see these 
pieces and spark their 
interest and enthusiasm 

to see more of what’s 
down there at the 
museum,” Smith said.

Attention generated 
from displaying works in 
the DIA’s world-class col-
lection also can translate 
to increased business in 
local neighborhoods or 
other tourism from visi-
tors to the Woods, he 
said.

“They might see a shop 
or something that inter-
ests them,” Smith added. 
“So this could be good for 
everybody.”

Specifi c locations of the 
artwork will be deter-
mined between the city 

and the DIA’s department 
of community engage-
ment, but the high-qual-
ity reproductions of 
original art will be 
weather-proof  and 
designed for outdoor dis-
play, attached to build-
ings or exterior walls. 
The DIA will provide 
maps of where the art-
work will be displayed to 
help promote the exhibi-
tion.

InsideOut expanded its 
reach to a much broader 
audience of travelers in 
2019 when it installed 24 
reprinted pieces at 
Detroit Metro Airport’s 

North Terminal in 
August. Masterpieces 
installed from the muse-
um’s collection include 
“The Nut Gatherers” by 
W i l l i a m  A d o l p h e 
B o u g u e r e a u  a n d 
“Dancers in the Green 
Room” by Edgar Degas.

While the specific 
pieces to be exhibited in 
the Woods will be deter-
mined by size, location 
and related factors, Smith 
said he expects a positive 
response from the com-
munity and visitors to the 
Woods. Early discussions 

By Eddie B. Allen Jr.
Staff Writer

Woods chosen for annual tri-county DIA exhibit

See EXHIBIT, page 3A
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MONDAY, FEB. 17

 ◆ Municipal offi ces closed for President’s Day.
 ◆ All Pointes Flurries-N-Fun Week, NERF Mobile 

Games, 1 to 3 p.m. at the Lavin’s Activity Center, 
14920 Windmill Pointe Dr., Grosse Pointe Park. Cost 
is $10. Register in advance; space is limited.

TUESDAY, FEB. 18

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Shores City Council meeting, 7 p.m. 
at city hall, 795 Lakeshore.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 19

 ◆ All Pointes Flurries-N-Fun Week, Board Game 
Bonanza, 1 to 3 p.m. at the Tompkins Community 
Center, 14920 Windmill Pointe Dr., Grosse Pointe 
Park. Email the number of participants to craigc@
grossepointepark.org.

FRIDAY, FEB. 21

 ◆ All Pointes Flurries-N-Fun Week, Build a Pizza, 
10:45 a.m. or noon at The Bricks Pizzeria, 15201 
Kercheval, Grosse Pointe Park. Cost is $20 and must 
be paid in advance at the Lavins Activity Center, 
14920 Windmill Pointe Dr., Grosse Pointe Park. Space 
is limited.

The Week Ahead

standpoint. 
The initial agreement 

was created in 1993 with 
an initial term of five 
years and four fi ve-year 

extensions. 
Since that expired, the 

two entities have been 
working with a year-to-
year extension of the 
lease. The term was set 
to automatically extend 
July 6, had the amend-
ment not been approved.

TOWER:
Continued from page 1A

ing months of specula-
tion by some Park ob-
servers who’ve asked for 
a public meeting since 
the center was an-
nounced last year.

Council members were 
invited to attend the dis-
cussion at a council meet-
ing Monday, Feb. 10.

Along with active con-
versations and comments 
in the form of Facebook 
posts by concerned resi-
dents, some have been 
vocal at council sessions 
about what they describe 
as unanswered questions. 
For example, Mary 
Rouleau asked last month 
when public hearings 
that were mentioned in 
December would be 
scheduled.

“I am personally skepti-
cal about whether a fi ne 
arts center will be a draw 

for future residents,” she 
said. “But, that said, there 
are many, many ques-
tions about the art center, 
including a full account-
ing of costs to not only 
construct, but to maintain 
(the facility), including 
identifying all sources 
and amount of public rev-
enue being contemplated, 
the expected public 
access to the building, 
including fees, and more 
transparency regarding 
the Urban Renewal 
Initiative Foundation.”

In October, the council 
approved the purchase 
of a $366,000 land parcel 
from the Urban Renewal 
Initiative Foundation to 
develop the center. 
Councilwoman Lauri 
Read opposed the move, 
saying an appraisal of 
the property and other 
matters should first be 
addressed.

Mayor Robert Denner 
said additional informa-

tion about the develop-
ment is pending URIF’s 
progress, which is sched-
uled to continue through 
2020.

But residents like 
Rouleau have called for a 
halt to advancement in 
construction of the cen-

ter, which is projected to 
cost approximately $18 
million in funds city lead-
ers say will be secured 
from donors.

“There has been an 
ongoing lack of disclo-
sure and due diligence,” 
Rouleau said.

ANSWERS:
Continued from page 1A

from a recent meeting of 
chosen participants 
included inviting young 
students to take “selfi es” 
and post photos of the 
artwork and write 
descriptions of the 

images, Smith added. 
“It’s good for the city 
because these sites will 
be posted, so people from 
all over the metro area 
can come to Grosse 
Pointe Woods and the 
other cities to see the art-
work.

“I really am excited,” he 
said.

EXHIBIT:
Continued from page 2A

The council verbally 
reprimanded Levasseur, 
who read a statement 
expressing remorse, but 
members were com-
pelled to delay any for-
mal response until a 
March 9 session, partly 
due to Levasseur’s inabil-
ity to offer unbiased 
counsel about how the 
body should proceed.

In January, Martin 
Steiger told the council 
he received a private 
message from Levasseur 
following a social media 
skirmish during which 
contributors to a commu-
nity page debated the 
city’s handling of a 
neighborhood develop-
ment. Levasseur sug-
gested comments from 
participants should be 
more positive and con-
structive. Steiger said he 
thought the dialogue had 

ended, but later read a 
message from what 
a p p e a r e d  t o  b e 
Levasseur’s Facebook 
account, telling Steiger, 
“You should fi nd a job.”

“It came out of left 
field,” said Steiger, a 
stay-at-home dad and 
lawyer.

A screen capture of the 
exchange shows Steiger 
replying, “Excuse me?”

“Excuse you for what?” 
Levasseur answers. 
“Having no ideas to ben-
efit your community? 
Have you ever done any-
thing like join the 
D e m o c r a t i c  Vo t e r 
Protection Program? 
Have you ever mentored 
a kid in Detroit? Have 
you ever written a check 
to the Foundation? No. 
You just attack what you 
don’t understand. Attack 
me and you will under-
stand the real world.”

Said Steiger, “I don’t 
know exactly what he 
meant by what he said.”

He later met with a 
counci l  committee, 
including Mayor Pro 
Tem Jim Robson, that 
investigates personnel 
complaints.

“If the bags under my 
eyes are twice as big as 
they were 30 days ago, 
this is the reason,” 
Robson said at the Feb. 
10 session. “When my 
wife wonders why I’m 
staring off into space in a 
restaurant, I’m thinking 
about this complaint.”

C o u n c i l  m e m b e r 
Michele Hodges read a 
statement from Mayor 
Robert Denner, who was 
traveling, that called 
Levasseur’s exchange 
with Steiger “completely 
inappropriate.”

“The city attorney may 
be removed at the will of 
the council ,”  read 
Denner’s statement, add-
ing that local officials 
“have a responsibility 
that goes beyond normal 
working hours and activ-

ities, and governs their 
actions as professionals 
and representatives of 
our great city at all 
times.”

Levasseur read a state-
ment, regretting the 
exchange “that was, 
rightly or wrongly, 
viewed as threatening.”

“It was not my intent at 
any time to threaten Mr. 
Steiger and I don’t 
believe I did,” he said.

Council member Lauri 
Read expressed alarm 
about a pattern con-
nected with Levasseur.

“It concerns me that 
we had one resident 
make a complaint, but 
we had two citizens 
come forward after,” 
Read said.

Brian Vosburg told 
council he also experi-
enced an unpleasant 
Facebook exchange with 
Levasseur. Vosburg and 
Graig Donnelly, who 
clashed with city leaders 
in 2014, both suggested 

further action by council 
is appropriate.

“I’m not satisfied,” 
Donnelly told members 
during the public com-
ment segment. “The 
actions of the city attor-
ney are not isolated.”

Donnelly learned that 
Levasseur once submit-
ted a Freedom of 
Information Act request 
to his employer, inquiring 
about policies that might 
have impacted Donnelly’s 
job status. The request 
appeared to be retaliation 
for Donnelly’s involve-
ment in a contentious 
council discussion about 
the former barricade at 
Kercheval and Alter, 
Donnelly said.

Levasseur’s occasion-
ally testy responses to 
residents stems from 
pride in the city and lack 
of patience with those 
who don’t offer solutions, 
Levasseur said a day after 
the Feb. 10 session.

“We have an incredibly 

talented community and 
I’m looking for the best in 
everybody,” Levasseur 
said. “Unfortunately, I 
spoke in a bit of frustra-
tion.”

He added that he 
resents poor treatment by 
some participants at 
meetings who get “yelled 
at and hissed at” by other 
residents. His job is to 
help preserve the demo-
cratic process, Levasseur 
said.

Levasseur has been 
Park city attorney for 12 
years .  Some who 
attended the meeting, 
including Greg Bowens, 
co-founder of the Grosse 
Pointe-Harper Woods 
N A A C P,  p r a i s e d 
Levasseur’s work on 
behalf of the community. 
Bowens said Levasseur 
hires “black and brown” 
people, contributing to 
local diversity.

“He’s given people a 
chance. I’ve seen that,” 
Bowens added.

ATTORNEY:
Continued from page 1A

Grosse Pointe Park hosted its annual Chilly Fest at 
both Patterson Park and Windmill Pointe Park, with 
trolley service in between. The event included a 
chili cookoff, ice carvings, games, camel rides, a 
wood carving demonstration, skating and more.
Rose Picek gets to work on a s’more sandwiched be-
tween two fudge-striped cookies.

Josephine Roy and Emily Ervin have mixed reac-
tions while riding a camel named Gunner. For more 
photos, visit grossepointenews.com.

Grosse Pointe South High School junior Kerrigan 
Dunham, sophomore Eathan Harr and math teacher 
Ryan Wheaton clown around while making balloon 
shapes like swords and hats for kids.

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

Chillin’ in the Park

ahee.com

edmund t. AHEE jewelers
20139 Mack Avenue  |  Grosse Pointe Woods  |  313-886-4600

Celebrate Life’s Special Moments

021320

It takes a neighbor to 
know the neighborhood.

When it’s time to sell, call your neighbor Beline.

(313) 343-0100
Beline@Beline.com 
www.Beline.com
Beline Obeid, Broker/Owner 

19846 Mack Avenue 
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236

021320
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Grosse Pointe Woods 
resident Christina Pitts 
uses the metaphor of a 
river journey to describe 
her life. She goes along 
for the ride, never know-
ing where life will take 
her, but finding adven-
ture, challenge and joy at 
every turn.

She grew up in East 
Detroit (now Eastpointe), 
attended East Detroit 
High School, then stud-
ied at the University of 
Michigan.  

“I helped pay for col-
lege working as a tennis 
instructor,” she said. 

She began assisting at 
age 9, earning a nickel an 
hour. A few years later, 
she became an instructor. 

“At 16, I played in a 
tournament at Yost Field 
House on a clay court. An 
extraordinary experience 
for a young teen: an out-
of-town state tourna-
ment. Wow. A pretty big 
deal.”

Enamored with U of M, 
Pitts applied only there 
and, as a student, was 
part of forming its fi rst 
women’s tennis team in 
1965. She majored in 
English and speech and 
minored in philosophy.

“Then I hung around to 
get my teaching certifi -
cate, just in case,” she 

said.
Summers during col-

lege she was a secretary 
at the Wayne State 
University School of 
Medicine. After gradua-
tion, she worked full-time 
as coordinator of the 
teaching program for sur-
gery students, interns 
and residents.

“I learned tons about 
medicine,” she said, “and 
thought about a career in 
medical education or 
becoming a doctor. (Then 
I) realized science wasn’t 
for me.”

Three years later, she 
had an offer to put her 
teaching degree to use. 

“There was a glut of 
teachers — 10,000 teach-
ers for 10 jobs,” she said. 
“But a counselor at a local 
high school called. ‘I have 
a job for you.’ It was an 
opportunity of a lifetime I 

couldn’t pass up.”
Pitts taught English 

seven years, during 
which time she earned 
her master’s degree in 
English literature at 
Oakland University. 
During her teaching 
career, she formed the 
high school’s fi rst girls’ 
softball team. 

“Title IX had just lev-
eled the playing field,” 
she said. “The girls 
needed a team, so I 
coached it.”

Six years into teach-
ing, a friend suggested, 
“You’d be a great law-
yer.” Pitts pondered the 
poss ib i l i t i e s ,  then 
decided to take the LSAT. 
If she passed, she 
decided she’d give law 
school a go.

Pitts kept teaching 
while taking night 
classes at a local univer-
sity. 

“It was a heavy load: a 
full day teaching, then 
four nights, four classes, 
four hours, but I pushed 
on.

“I left teaching in my 
second year of law 
school,” she added. “It 
was a tough decision, but 
I wasn’t giving enough to 
the students,  who 
deserved my full effort 
and attention.” 

Instead, she clerked at 
two law fi rms while com-
pleting her degree, the 
grind motivating her to 
get her degree in record 
time. A desire to be her 
own boss inspired her to 
form her own company, 
which is still thriving 
after 30 years. Pitts-
Aldrich Associates offers 
consulting, coaching, 
leadership and team 
development, and strate-
gic planning.

“I don’t think I’ll ever 
retire,” Pitts said. “I love 
my clients and my work. 
It nurtures my mind, 
body, spirit and soul.

“My vision, a legacy of 
exceptional contribution, 

inspires me,” she added. 
“I want to leave a legacy. 
I support people to legacy 
in themselves. I ask, 
‘What do you want to 
leave behind that helps 
the world be a better 
place?’ My mission is to 
inspire the power of one 
to greatness. I help cli-
ents discover their great-
ness and successfully 
navigate the waters to get 
there.”

Pitts provides a unique 
and enriching learning 
experience via HorsePlay, 
offering “wisdom from 
the world of horses” to 
business executives, lead-
ers and teams, as well as 
individuals, families and 
groups. 

“Ten years ago, we 
wanted to distinguish 
ourselves from other con-
sultants,” she said. 
“HorsePlay is it.  We part-
ner with horses, as teach-
ers and guides, to help us 
to be better humans per-
sonally and profession-
ally.

“We learn from nature, 
a great teacher. In nature, 
endorphins and other 
supportive chemicals in 
our bodies maximize, so 
we simply feel better,” 
she added. “As prey ani-
mals, horses are superb 
teachers, ultra-sensitive 
to their environment. 
They mirror back to us 
what’s truly going on 
with us, supporting us to 
fi nd our authenticity and 
to act with integrity.

“Very few people in the 
country do this work. It’s 
not about riding; it’s 
about groundwork, about 
building relationships 
and partnerships. Am I 
safe with you? Do you 
respect me? Can I trust 
you? We all yearn for 
these. The big question 
we need to ask ourselves 
is ‘Do I sometimes treat 
others as if they’re prey? 
Or the fl ip side: ‘Do I let 
others treat me as though 
I’m insignifi cant?’”

Pitts operates her busi-
ness according to a set of 
core values — integrity, 
c o u r a g e ,  w i s d o m , 
patience and prosperity 
(the wellbeing of the 
whole) — and her life as 
well. She practices those 
values in selecting volun-
teer work and ways to 
donate her professional 
skills.

She volunteers at 
Henry Ford Medical 
Center—Cottage as a 
“cheerleader, thanking 
those on the front lines 
for their consistently 
superior service,” she 
said. “The hardest job on 
the planet, after good 
parenting, is in health 
care.”

Pitts continues to offer 

pro bono services to vari-
ous charities and raises 
funds for The Family 
Center and other non-
profi ts. She’s raised thou-
sands of dollars running 
marathons for The 
National Association for 
Children of Alcoholics 
and The American 
Diabetes Association and 
participating in a few 
150-mile bike rides for 
the Michigan Multiple 
Sclerosis Society. She’s a 
30-year mentor for 
Menttium 100, support-
ing women’s leadership.  
She also volunteers her 
services in local and 
national election cam-
paigns.

Two causes have a spe-
cial place in her heart. 
Several years ago, Pitts 
was able to prolong her 
brother’s life by giving 
him one of her kidneys. 
After the transplant, “he 
lived another 13 years,” 
she said. “The kidney was 
still going strong when he 
passed away.”

Her experience as an 
organ donor led her to a 
mentoring role with 
transplant patients, 
through the Henry Ford 
Transplant Institute. Her 
own cancer journey — 
“my year of living dan-
gerously in 2014” — has 
led her to mentor cancer 
patients and join the 
Patient-Family Advisory 
Council for the Henry 
Ford Cancer Institute.

Pitts also is a published 
author. Her first book, 
“Brown Paper Bag,” a 
novel in stories, letters 
and poems, was pub-
lished in 2007, marking 
her 60th birthday. She 
also contributed a chap-
ter to a professional book 
on personal leadership. 
This year, she published 
“Refl ections,” 400 pages 
collecting her poetry and 

stories more than 20 
years, with 700 of her 
photos.

“The collection is a trib-
ute to the natural world 
around us,” she said, “a 
conduit to connect us 
with the small gifts of 
nature’s beauty offered to 
us every moment in our 
lives.”

She and her partner, 
Lynne Aldrich, have com-
missioned a sculpture for 
the new Henry Ford 
Cancer Institute’s Brigitte 
Harris Cancer Pavilion, 
opening in July. 

“We’re so excited about 
the diversity of meaning 
and experience people 
will derive when engag-
ing with this extraordi-
nary work of art,” she 
said. 

“Next up is an audio 
book of favorite poems,” 
she added. “And, I have 
1,350 letters from my 
father written to my 
mother during World War 
II — a love story over 
oceans and deserts, when 
telephone wasn’t an 
option and people didn’t 
know whether their 
beloveds were alive or 
dead. I’d like to do some-
thing with this.”

Pitts’ interests include 
sailboat racing, photog-
raphy, gardening, neigh-
bors’ dog walking, yoga 
and bicycling. She’s an 
avid reader and lifelong 
learner, hoping to study 
painting and re-unite 
with the piano.

“I don’t plan my life,” 
she said. “My days are a 
voyage on a magnifi cent 
river. I go with the fl ow, 
the current, eddies and 
rapids. I don’t need to 
know what’s around the 
bend; I like the surprise 
of discovery once I arrive. 
Then I either stay on that 
river or chart a new 
course.”

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Pointer goes with the fl ow

Pitts poses with therapy horse, Raven.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF CHRISTINA PITTS

Christina Pitts works on her laptop while Dusty 
takes a nap.

Pitts gives a kiss to therapy horse, Dylan.

Supporting
Long-Term Growth

through
Compassionate Practice

 

100 Kercheval Ave. Suite D. Grosse Pointe Farms • 313-530-4456
www.kcappscounseling.com • kylie@kcappscounseling.com 

Caring, effective therapy for 
children and adolescents ages 3-17
- Specializing in grief and loss.
- Offering Individual and group session
- Experienced in all child and adolescent needs

Kylie Capps, LLMSW

Currently 

accepting new 

clients for 

February 2020
Follow on Facebook at K. Capps 
Counseling PLLC

Kylie is very familiar with 
Grosse Pointe schools, 
earning her entire early 

education in the 
GP school system.

021320

www.gpbr.com

Only one website 
gives you access to 
1,000+ local REALTORS® 
and a list of homes 
open for tour.

ORS®

021320

WEEKEND

Flo Abke, GRIFlo Abke, GRI
Offi ce: Offi ce: ((586586))774-2300    Cell: 774-2300    Cell: ((313313))378-3376378-3376

www.fl oabke.comwww.fl oabke.com

4 Bedroom Colonial

First Floor Condo

Remodeled Ranch

3344 Tothill Dr.
Troy

Nice, clean, large 4 bedroom colonial on winding road in 
beautiful treed subdivision located in the Birmingham School 
District sits on large lot and offers new neutral carpet, master 
suite with large master bath, closets, & separate dressing room, 
formal dining room, 1st fl oor laundry room, fi replace in family 
room, 2.1 total baths, fi nished carpeted basement, central air, 
patio, attached garage with opener, and more. Formal dining 
room & upstairs landing & hall have hardwood fl oors under 
carpet. Stove-top, oven, refrigerator, microwave, dishwasher, 
washer, and dryer all stay. $418,900

26908 Carrington
Harrison Twp.

Lovely 2 bedroom FIRST FLOOR condo offers brand new paint and 
brand new carpet, modern open fl oor plan, nice patio off master 
bedroom, ceramic entry foyer, great room with fi replace and 
ceiling fan, formal dining room, large kitchen with granite counter 
tops, stove, refrigerator, built-in microwave and dishwasher, 2 full 
baths, large laundry room with washer and dryer and multiple 
closets, nice master suite with full bath (shower) and spacious 
walk-in closet, central air, two car garage with opener and more. 
Excellent amount of storage. Move in at closing. Monthly fee of 
$230.00 includes snow removal, grounds maintenance, exterior 
maintenance, trash pickup, and water. One cat or dog allowed up 
to 40 pounds. $159,000

22965 Maxine St.
St Clair Shores

Beautiful, clean remodeled 3 bedroom ranch with sharp modern 
decor, has new paint, refi nished hardwood fl oors, lovely remodeled 
kitchen with granite and new fl ooring, brand new stainless 
steel appliances including stove, refrigerator, dishwasher and 
microwave, newer window treatments throughout, new carpet 
in master bedroom, 4 ceiling fans, updated vinyl siding 5 years, 
central air, new hot water heater, updated dimensional roof 8 
years, updated triple pain vinyl windows, new attic insulation, 
circuit breakers, fi nished basement with bath, wood deck, nice 
above ground pool with new pool fi lter, liner & ladder, spacious 
extra deep garage, & more. Washer & dryer stay. $145,000

021320
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City of Grosse Pointe

Scrounging 
for parts

A catalytic converter 
worth $1,600 was stolen 
off a 59-year-old Grosse 
Pointe woman’s car 
between 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday, Feb. 2, and 4:45 
p.m. Monday, Feb. 3, 
while it was parked in a 
lot on Notre Dame.

One car, 
two arrests

After a vehicle was 
pulled over at Cadieux 
Road and Waterloo at 
9:31 a.m. Monday, Feb. 3, 
the 22-year-old Clinton 
Township driver was 
arrested for driving while 
license suspended and 
the 42-year-old Detroit 
passenger was arrested 
for a felony warrant out 
of Detroit.

Stood up
A 44-year-old St. Clair 

Shores man is suspected 
of fraud after a 68-year-
old Grosse Pointe woman 
hired him to replace the 
wrought iron railings at 
her Neff Road residence. 
She gave him a down 
payment of $1,200 and 
he never did the work, 
despite making more 
than 20 appointments.

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the City of 
Grosse Pointe Public 
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Farms

Retaliation 
via the law

The ex-girlfriend of a 
29-year-old Detroit man 
is suspected of throwing 
a landscaping block at 
his windshield at 10:46 
p.m. Monday, Feb. 3, in 
the 400 block of 
Bournemouth Circle.

The next day, the man 
called public safety to 
report the ex-girlfriend 
was in possession of a 
rental car due back Jan. 
28.

Hiding 
in plain sight

While being rented by 
a Moross resident, a 
dumpster trailer belong-
ing to a Clinton Township 
business was stolen and 
discovered for sale on 
Facebook Marketplace 
by a 24-year-old Detroit 
man Sunday, Feb. 9.

When offi cers went to 
collect the trailer, they 
found the VIN sticker 

and company sign had 
been removed in an 
attempt to conceal the 
identity of the trailer, but 
then found the company 
sign in the trailer when 
they looked inside.

Offi cers were unable to 
locate the suspect at the 
time.

Driving 
while license 
suspended

After making a sudden 
lane change without sig-
naling and a Secretary of 
State check showed no 
insurance, a 46-year-old 
Detroit man was arrested 
at Mack Avenue and 
Radnor Street for operat-
ing under the infl uence 
of alcohol and driving 
while license suspended 
at 2:41 a.m. Monday, Feb. 
10. 

Ditching 
the evidence

Offi cers pulled over a 
29-year- old Detroit 
woman in the 22000 
block of Moross Road 
after she drove by them 
at 60 mph at 2:58 a.m. 
Monday, Feb. 10.

W h e n  o f f i c e r s 
approached the vehicle, 

she could be seen pour-
ing out a bottle of liquor 
into her console area, 
which she threw when 
she noticed them, but she 
denied drinking that 
night.

A preliminary breath 
test showed her blood 
alcohol content at .174 
percent and she was 
arrested for operating 
under the infl uence.

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Farms Public Safety, 
(313) 885-2100.

Grosse Pointe Shores

Bad night, 
worse night

A vehicle traveling 54 
mph on Lakeshore Road 
with no passenger-side 
headlight was pulled 
over at 1:12 a.m. Tuesday, 
Feb. 4.

The 33-year-old Taylor 
woman could not provide 
any requested informa-
tion and was reportedly 
distraught over being lost 
and hitting an animal 
earlier that night. She 
was arrested for driving 
while license suspended 

and no insurance. 
— Laurel Kraus

Report information 
about this and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Shores Public Safety, 
(313) 881-5500.

Grosse Pointe Park

Ex suspected
A 2010 Jeep Liberty’s 

rear driver-side tire was 
cut multiple t imes 
b e t w e e n  m i d n i g h t 
Tuesday, Feb. 4, and 9 
a.m. Wednesday, Feb. 5, 
in the 1000 block of 
Beaconsfi eld. 

The vehicle’s owner 
told Park public safety 
she suspects her former 
boyfriend of causing the 
damage.

Uninsured driver
A 53-year-old Royal 

Oak man was arrested 
after he was detained for 
driving 17 miles over the 
speed limit at Mack and 
Outer Drive Saturday, 
Feb. 8. 

Police arrested the 
driver after he presented 
what a public safety offi -
cer described as “obvi-
ously fraudulent” proof 

of insurance.
— Eddie B. Allen Jr.

Report information 
about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Park Public Safety, (313) 
822-7400.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Operating under 
the infl uence

A  3 2 - y e a r - o l d 
Chesterfield Township 
man was arrested at 
Mack and Vernor after he 
was discovered passed 
out at the steering wheel 
of his vehicle around 9 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 8. 

The suspect, who 
admitted using $10 worth 
of heroin a few hours 
earlier, was found in pos-
session of a syringe and 
plastic bag containing 
white residue, according 
to Woods public safety. 

The driver’s vehicle 
was impounded and he 
was charged with operat-
ing under the infl uence 
of drugs.

— Eddie B. Allen Jr.
Report information 

about this and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Woods Public Safety, 
(313) 343-2400.

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — Grosse Pointe 
South High School fresh-
man girls basketball head 
coach Bob Zaranek 
pulled through after suf-
fering a heart attack dur-
ing half time of the varsity 
game against Grosse 
Pointe North Friday, Jan. 
10, but some attendees 
were disturbed with how 
long it took medical ser-
vices to arrive. 

While Grosse Pointe 
Farms public safety offi -
cers were onsite in less 
than three minutes, the 
MedStar ambulance 
response time was 8.5 
minutes. Farms Director 
of Public Safety Dan 
Jensen confi rmed it was 
slower than normal due 
to the ambulance crew 
coming from another 
emergency situation. 

“Every now and then 
that’ll happen, but that’s 
not acceptable in this 
town,” Jensen said.

He reported he has 
contacted the ambulance 
company regarding the 

situation.
“We are not happy 

about it and we discussed 

it and it’s being handled,” 
he said.

— Laurel Kraus

Response time questioned

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — The City of 
Grosse Pointe recently 
completed its website re-
design project and Grosse 
Pointe Farms now plans to 
follow closely in its foot-
steps. 

A proposal to contact a 
local company to redesign 
the city’s website was 
brought before council at 
its December meeting but 
was unanimously voted to 
be tabled until the next 
meeting to allow time for 
the city’s communications 
committee — made up of 
council members Beth 
Konrad-Wilberding, Neil 
Sroka and Lev Wood — to 
meet and discuss the 
options. 

At the meeting Tuesday, 
Jan. 21, city council 
passed the proposal as 
part of the consent 
agenda.

“The committee was 
really generated initially 
about seven years ago to 
design the website, so we 
met over the course of 
many months and devel-
oped the current website,” 
City Manager Shane 
Reeside explained. 
“Recently, within the last 
year, we’ve asked the 
communications commit-
tee to take another look at 
that website … and I think 
the initial response was 
it’s not a bad website. I 
think we were ahead of 
the curve at the beginning 
and it’s still a relevant 
website; however, I think 
the functionality of the 
website is problematic.”

Functionality that could 
be improved upon 
includes ensuring the 
website meets current 
A m e r i c a n s  w i t h 
Disabilities Act require-
ments, as well as certain 
safety protocols.

The contract with 

Revize LLC, which spe-
cializes in municipal web-
sites and is headquartered 
in Troy, will cost the city 
$15,679.

“I’d say overall the thing 
that is impressive about 
this proposal is that for 
what is getting done, 
that’s actually a very good 
rate,” Sroka said.

Included in the redesign 
will be citizens’ communi-
cation center applications 
such as a notifi cation cen-
ter with text and email 
alerts and a news center 
with Facebook and 
Twitter integration; citi-
zens’ engagement center 
applications such as a citi-
zen request center with 
Captcha and online bill 
pay; site administration 
and security features such 
as an audit trail and a bid 
posting/management 
application; mobile device 
and accessibility features, 
which will be ADA com-
pliant and enable better 

viewing of the website on 
mobile devices; and staff 
productivity applications 
such as an agenda posting 
center and an online web 
and fi llable form builder.

“The advantage, I think, 
of this platform is that 
we’ll be able to do a lot of 
that stuff in house,” 
Reeside said. “We will be 

able to create forms, cre-
ate things that we typi-
cally had to have created 
for (us) and then given to 
a webmaster to repro-
gram the website to put it 
online. This gives us the 
tools to take a much more 
active role administra-
tively to update features 
on the website.”

There are approxi-
mately 300 communities 
in Michigan that use 
Revize for their websites, 
including the City of 
Grosse Pointe and 
Birmingham.

“The reality is our web-
site is ahead of the curve, 
but it does need a refresh,” 
Sroka said.

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Farms to redesign website

02
13
20

FREE In-Home Estimates

LET US DESIGN YOUR DREAM KITCHEN

02
13
20

021320

313-882-SAFE (7233)
19261 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Woods, 48236



Woman’s Club 
says thanks
To the Editor:

The Grosse Pointe 
Woman’s Club had a very 
successful scholarship 
benefi t luncheon at the 
Grosse Pointe War 
Memorial on Nov. 20, 
2019. 

The scholarships are 
for the benefit of a 
Grosse Pointe South and 
a Grosse Pointe North 
student. The awards are 
presented to them in 
May. 

Full Circle entertained 
us with a wonderful 
upscale fashion show. 
Our drawing prizes were 
donated by Jumps 

Restaurant, Ferlito’s 
Restaurant, Trattoria 
Serventi Restaurant, 
Mimi’s Bistro, George 
Koueiter  Jewelers , 
M a l o o f  J e w e l e r s , 
Moehring Woods Florist 
and a generous club 
member.

SUE PLATH 
President GPWC

LWV turns 100
To the Editor:

On Feb. 14, the League 
of Women Voters of the 
United States, lwv.org, 
celebrates its 100th 
birthday. How appropri-
ate that it also coincides 
with Valentine’s Day.

Our own local Grosse 

Pointe league, founded 
in 1950, along with more 
than 700 local and state 
leagues across the coun-
try, will be celebrating 
this remarkable achieve-
ment. Check out our 
Facebook page for sto-
ries from our own mem-
bers as to why they 
joined LWV and support 
the simple mission: 
“Empowering voters. 
Defending democracy.” 

Our more than 100 
LWVGP members work 
actively in the commu-
nity in many areas, from 
conducting candidate 
forums for local munici-
pal and school board 
elections, spring voter 
registration at the local 
high schools and a vari-
e t y  o f  p r o g r a m s 
throughout the year to 
educate voters. 

Just this year, we have 
had presentations on 
voting rights, particu-
larly all the new changes 
as a result of the work 
s ta tewide  on  the 
Promote the Vote cam-
paign, as well as a pro-
gram on the upcoming 
national census and its 
importance to our com-
munity. 

We also publish, annu-
ally, 7,000 copies of a 
brochure, “Know Your 
Government Offi cials,“ 
listing all the local, state 
and federal officials. 
This brochure is now 
available at local city 
halls and libraries. 

Volunteers “staff” our 
Vote411.org effort, gath-
ering information on 
local candidates, while 
the state LWV, lwvmi.
org, publishes a com-
prehensive voter guide 
on state representative, 
senator and gubernato-
rial candidates. We truly 
work to make sure vot-
ers are educated and 
ready to make an 
informed decision. 

We also have positions 
on natural resources, 
immigration, health 
care reform, equal pay 
for women and much 
more

Check us out and join 
us in a heartfelt happy 
birthday League of 
Women Voters! 

TOM WELLS
President, 

League of Women Voters 
of Grosse Pointe
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LETTERS
The Grosse Pointe News welcomes your letters to
the editor. All letters should be typed, double-spaced 
and signed. Letters longer than 250 words may be
edited for length. All letters may be edited for
content. We reserve the right to refuse any letter. 
Include daytime phone number for verifi cation
or questions. The deadline for letters is 3 p.m. 
Monday. Letters to the editor may by emailed to
editor@grossepointenews.com.

O U R  V I E W

The opinions expressed in letters and guest columns are not necessarily views shared by the Grosse Pointe News.

A6OPINION

T
he dramatic, near-death story of Grosse 
Pointe North junior Daniel Ament ought to 
suffi ce to warn the area’s teens about vap-
ing.

Sadly, it may take more than even this 
extreme example to penetrate many a teenage mind-
set. And for those who are already hooked on nicotine 
because of vaping, the diffi culty of quitting can com-
pound the problem exponentially.

Mr. Ament, now 17, received the nation’s fi rst dou-
ble lung transplant for vaping-related damage last 
October. He has begun telling his story publicly, 
including during a Jan. 30 town hall at North High 
School.

Vaping dangers run the full range of possibility. 
Some users have died, as Mr. Ament would have with-
out a transplant after 29 days on life support; others 
have had life-impairing injuries. But many, many 
more appear unaffected — and vaping is new enough 
that long-term data is non-existent.

Mr. Ament’s recovery looks to be lengthy and 
includes a daily regimen of 20 pills. While he has 
regained enough of an academic foothold to plan on 
graduating as scheduled with the Class of 2021, he 
has had to give up his post-high school dream: becom-
ing a cadet at the U.S. Naval Academy.

Vaping products deliver a substance into the mouth 
and lungs via an aerosol of fi ne particles. The sub-
stances can be derived from generally smoked items 
such as tobacco and marijuana; there also is a whole 
new realm of fl avor-only products, mostly fruity.

For the Grosse Pointe Public School System — for 
all school districts, presumably — and parents, vaping 
poses a danger that looks particularly hard to fi ght. 

Prevention efforts have to start early. During the 
town hall, students were polled on when they fi rst 
tried vaping: 30 percent said middle school, which 
suggests it’s already omnipresent there.

The majority of students at the town hall who vaped 
said they started in high school, but middle school is 
where the foundation needs to be built — as well as 
at home. Schools already have begun keeping bath-
room doors open and adding hall monitors to watch 
for signs of use in school.

It probably feels like martial law to the students, 
and it’s probably only suitable until schools and the 
community fi gure out better ways to combat vaping.

Parents also need to be reminded that no matter 
how much their teens and pre-teens appear to ignore 
them, they remain the crucial infl uencers — and that 
their offspring generally absorb what they say even 
when it generates the classic eye roll or worse.

Talking early and often about good choices during 
adolescence plays a part in bracing teenagers against 
the ill-advised behaviors they will encounter. It’s an 
ever-growing roster that includes alcohol, marijuana, 
illicit drugs, cigarettes and now vaping.

Many of these activities aren’t illegal for grown-ups. 
But researchers have learned enough about the teen-
age brain to suggest that adolescent use of many of 
them, such as frequent drinking, hikes the risk for 
addiction and even damage to the still developing 
teenage brain.

National statistics cite a 50 percent increase in vap-
ing among middle- and high-school students in just 
one year, from 2018 to 2019. There aren’t statistics yet 
to show whether teens have been infl uenced by the 
rising occurrence of lung damage, which began draw-
ing national attention late last summer.

Let’s hope they have, because the rapid rise of teen 
vaping has become downright scary. Although a large 
majority of students say they use only fl avored vaping 
products, nicotine has shown up in seemingly non-
nicotine products. And the rest of the ingredients are 
rarely identifi ed and may never have been studied for 
their effect on the lungs.

Meanwhile, Daniel Ament has begun his quest to 
spread the word. He has a fledgling website, 
Fight4Wellness.com, and he has a nonprofi t corpora-
tion in the works. What schools can’t accomplish with 
open bathroom doors and discipline, he may be able 
to do, teen to teen to tweener.

Teen vaping 
dangerous

Shores resident Gene 
Gargaro, chairman of 
the DIA board of direc-
tors, beside a reproduc-
tion of Gerrit van 
Honthorst’s “Sophie, 
Princess of Palatine,” as 
part of the DIA’s 125th 
anniversary celebration 
in 2010.

PHOTO BY JOHN MINNIS
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E
ven for those with no interest in presiden-
tial primary politics, getting a ballot for the 
March 10 election is important so local vot-
ers can lend their support to renewal of the 
0.2-mill levy for the Detroit Institute of Arts. 

The fi rst 10-year millage has turned out well for 
residents of Wayne, Oakland and Macomb counties. 
It supports about 65 percent of the DIA’s annual bud-
get and, in return, those residents get free museum 
admission — plus strong programming that provides 
free fi eld trips, including transportation, to students. 
Senior citizens also have free access to weekly pro-
grams designed for them, including transportation if 
they come as a group.

The benefi ts surely outweigh the costs for everyone 
who visits the museum. Even those who don’t go 
should know that the DIA still ranks as a destination 
for people beyond the tri-county area and plays an 
important role in the fabric of tourism for Southeast 
Michigan. This month’s upcoming exhibit, “From 
Bruegel to Rembrandt,” for example, has already 
attracted some far-fl ung notice.

And the cost to taxpayers is minimal — about $20 
a year for every $100,000 in a home’s taxable value. 
For example, for a house with a $150,000 taxable 
value (generally assessed at $300,000 or more), the 
levy costs $30 a year. That’s a pittance in the mix of 
school and local taxes these days.

What hasn’t gone perfectly was the DIA’s original 
plan to build a self-sustaining, $400 million endow-
ment during the decade voters approved for the ini-

tial levy. Fundraising stopped in its tracks during the 
City of Detroit’s 2013 bankruptcy proceedings. At 
times, it was unclear whether the DIA would even 
survive, or survive as a husk with its artwork sold off 
to help pay Detroit’s debts.

Fortunately, the DIA emerged from bankruptcy 
court intact and as a stand-alone entity.

The endowment has reached around $240 million. 
Hopefully, the next 10 years will see a renewed effort 
to build the fund to a point where it can support the 
museum without a levy. 

That’s partly because the state law authorizing the 
museum to ask for millage sets a 20-year limit, 
according to Eugene A. Gargaro Jr., chairman of the 
DIA board. Another round after this would require 
action from the state Legislature, hardly a sure bet. 

Mr. Gargaro, who lives in Grosse Pointe Shores, 
said he can’t speak to the longer term future. But his 
love of the DIA is boundless. He touts the current 
“Frida Kahlo” exhibit and just as fervently points out 
the agreements with each county — rare if not unique 
in the world of publicly supported museums — that 
spell out the DIA’s commitment to free admission and 
outreach programs. 

Mr. Gargaro noted that the DIA also has more than 
1,000 volunteers — a huge group that any institution 
would be proud of. “The art is world class, the people 
make it what it is,” he said.

Voters in this corner of the county can be those 
people, too. Vote yes on the 10-year renewal of the 
DIA millage.

Vote yes on DIA millage renewal

See LETTERS, page 7A
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A
t my niece’s 
wedding a 
few years 
ago, the 
m i n i s t e r 

quoted from Bruno Mars’ 
song, “Grenade.”

“I’d catch a grenade 
for ya … Throw my head 
on a blade for ya ... I’d 
jump in front of a train 
for ya.”

The minister turned to 
the groom. “Would you 
put the cap on the tooth-
paste tube for her?” she 
asked. “Would you close 
the toilet seat for her?”

Her point to the soon-
to-be married couple? 
It’s the little things in 
daily life that matter 
most, not the heroics.

With love in the air this 
Valentine’s Day, I asked 
four local couples I know 

— from a mix of social 
circles and range of 
ages,  their  names 
changed to protect their 
privacy — to weigh in on 
what they believe makes 
for a strong, lasting rela-
tionship. What was the 
most romantic thing 
their spouse ever did? 
And if they had to pick 
one word as the key to a 
successful marriage, 
what would it be?

For Ted, who has been 
married 13 years, the 
most romantic thing his 
wife ever did was make 
a cake out of frosted 
donuts and give him a 
six-pack of his favorite 
Michigan beer (they 
lived in Florida at the 
time) for his 31st birth-
day.

Separate bathrooms 
was “the best thing for 
our marriage” and his 
word is “trust.”

Nick sees himself fi rst 
and foremost as a family 
man. He and Téa will 
have been married 30 
years in August. The 

most romantic thing Téa 
has ever done, according 
to Nick, is support him 
and encourage him to be 
the best he can for their 
family.

His word is “laugh — 
together, at each other, at 
things that happen in 
your life together.”

Eric and Tami have 
been married 37 years. 
Each shared the most 
romantic thing the other 
did.

“I am a deer hunter 
and spend a few week-
ends each year at our 
hunting cabin,” Eric 
said. “I really enjoy this 
hobby and sitting in the 
quiet woods, enjoying 
the outdoors. Tami 
always tucks many little 
love notes in various hid-
ing places that I end up 
finding while we are 
apart. The notes are 
tucked in my sleeping 
bag or backpack or even 
in my cooler. Just little 
reminders that she loves 
me and misses me and it 
always makes me smile. 

This has been a ritual of 
Tami’s for all the years 
we have been together.”

For Tami, it was a 
Christmas gift Eric gave 
her early in their mar-
riage that “holds a very 
special place in my 
heart. We had a favorite 
movie that came out in 
1996 with Jeff Daniels 
called ‘Fly Away Home.’ 
I absolutely loved this 
movie and the theme 
song ‘10,000 Miles’ by 
Mary Chapin Carpenter. 
I tried to fi nd this music 
in a cassette tape or 
album at the time (no 
iTunes, Spotify or Apple 
Play, not even cell 
phones). I literally went 
to every music store 
looking for this music, 
with no success. One 
Christmas morning Eric 
had this gift wrapped 
next to a cassette player. 
He fi gured out a way to 
record this beautiful 
song for me on a cas-
sette. After I opened it, 
we played the song and 
actually danced together 
in our pajamas. The song 
still warms my heart.”

Eric’s word is “listen-
ing.” Tami’s is “connec-
tion.”

When Harry met Sally, 
he was 30; she was 29. 
They’ve been married 28 
years.

As far as romantic 
moments go, there are 
too many to list, Sally 
said, from “seemingly 
mundane moments with 
little notes, a fresh can-
noli, a task completed 
without request, a favor-
ite dinner cooked,” to 
m o r e  t r a d i t i o n a l 
moments like sunset 
walks and sailing to din-
ner while on vacation.

She does, however, 
single out “the most 
romant ic  moment” 
when, in the midst of a 
petty argument, Harry 
stopped and said, “Can 
we do one thing and 
then we’ll  finish?” 
Without saying anything 
further, he put on “Let’s 
Get it On” by Marvin 
Gaye and they slow 
danced in the living 
room.

“We never did finish 
that argument,” Sally 
said.

“Balance” is the key 
ingredient to success in 
their marriage, she 
added — in particular 
the balance of compro-

mise.
“When we were first 

married, an older couple 
sold us their washer and 
dryer and told us the key 
to success was 50/50 in 
giving to the relation-
ship,” she said, “but 
through the years we’ve 
come to appreciate that 
depending on what’s 
going on and our capac-
ity individually and 
where we’re at with all 
the things life brings, the 
balance shifts a bit in dif-
ferent periods of time. 
Sometimes it needs to be 
80/20 or 60/40 and some-
times it’s 100/100, but as 
long as we really don’t 
keep score except to 
make sure that neither is 
at 0 and we’re meeting 
the other where we can, 
it works.”

Trust, laughter, listen-
ing, connection, balance. 
These are essential com-
ponents — along with 
dancing, apparently — 
keeping these four cou-
ples together over a 
combined 82 years of 
marriage.

I’m pretty sure if it 
came to catching a gre-
nade for the other, they’d 
each do that, too.
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Love is in the air

YESTERDAY’S HEADLINES

1945
75 years ago this week

POST OFFICE TO 
REMAIN OPEN: On 
Tuesday morning, Leland 
F. Lindow, in charge of 
the post office on 
Maumee, got word from 
the Detroit Post Office 
that the offi ce was to be 
closed down to take 
effect Feb. 28. He imme-
diately posted a sign to 
that effect. However, 
word of the closing 
leaked in advance of its 
formal notice and various 
parties in the Pointes got 
busy sending wires of 
protest. Six days after the 
order from Washington, a 
letter rescinding the 
order was issued.

1970
50 years ago this week

NORTH TO BE 
DEDICATED:  Gov. 
William G. Miliken will 
be the speaker at the ded-
ication of Grosse Pointe 
North High School on 
Feb. 22. Mrs. Paul G. 
Hykes, president of the 
Board of Education, has 
extended a cordial invita-
tion to the entire commu-

nity to attend the 
ceremony and hear the 
governor’s address.

Obituaries: Alfred C. 
Scott, Roy K. Stewart, 
Herbert W. Kelleher, 
Richard W. Long, Adelia 
L. Wichman, Ralph R. 
Lawrence, Rudolph J. 
Ziegenfelder, Cyril H. 
Moore, Don R. Heath, 
Lucy Distel Kahn, Martha 
D a v e n p o r t ,  J a m e s 
Domenic

1995
25 years ago this week

G A P  M I L L A G E 
DEFEAT SURPRISES 
MANY: Grosse Pointe 
public school officials 
asked taxpayers to 
approve two millage 
renewals: 18 mills on 
non-homesteads for fi ve 
years to qualify the 
school system to receive 
its $6,500 per-pupil fund-
ing from the state; and 
8.5 “gap” mills to bring 
per-pupil spending up to 
$8,300, the level the dis-
trict spent before state 
voters approved school 
finance reforms last 
March. The “gap” millage 
proposal was defeated 
5,406 to 4,813, while the 
non-homestead proposal 
passed 5,610 to 4,536.

Obituaries: Harriet R. 
Seyler,  Michael  J . 
Demchak, Paul N. Van 
Hee, Constance Guerrant 
Wood, Lawrence John 
Linclau, H. Gordon 
Wood, Leslie C. Putnam, 
Michael A. Slusarick, 
Lewis Davies, Robert J. 
Priest M.D., John J. 
Withers, Mercedes T. 
Rewalt, Donald J. Dossin, 
Harry C. Smith, C.F. 
Bachle

2010
10 years ago this week

R E C A L L 
SIGNATURES MEET 
T H R E S H O L D : 
Petitioners trying to 
recall the mayor and four 
council members of 
Grosse Pointe Shores are 
a step closer to forcing 
the issue. A sufficient 
number of valid signa-
tures appear on five 
recall petitions to force a 
recall election in May, 
according to the Wayne 
County clerk.

Obituaries: Janet D. 
Birk, Lee Carrick M.D., 
Laurence R. Ebbing Jr., 
Margaret D. Firnschild, 
Hermine Morath, Thomas 
U. Kimmel, Harold 
McCaughrin, Gertrude 
“Trude” Schmidt, Gordon 
J. Steil, Roger K. Tapp

OP ED7A

Trombly plan
To the Editor:

After a decision to 
c l o s e  T r o m b l y 
Elementary school due to 
enrollment issues, the 
Grosse Pointe Public 
School System has come 
up with a plan to keep the 
school open thanks to a 
“generous benefactor” 
that wants to remain 
anonymous and has ear-
marked the money for 
early childhood develop-
ment programs.

A noble cause, but 
what is the sense of keep-
ing an entire school open 
for four, and later nine, 
classrooms? The issue of 
declining enrollment was 
the problem that led to 
the Trombly closure.

Has the school board 
looked into what the 
costs will be for teachers, 
remodeling, air condi-
tioning, maintenance, 
etc., for four classrooms? 
Wouldn’t it be wiser to 
simply set aside a class-
room in every school and 
accomplish the same 
objective of providing 
early childhood develop-
ment without the costs 
associated of keeping an 
entire school open? 

Per the recent budget 
report by the school 
board, the GPPSS contin-
ues to stick its head in the 
sand and operate at a 
budget defi cit — now and 
for the foreseeable 
future.

There is no baby boom 
coming. 

Lastly, when can we 
expect the GPPSS to 
release actual enrollment 
numbers, completed last 
fall, to be made public?

VINCE MUNIGA
Grosse Pointe Park

OneGP?
To the Editor:

For the last few years I 
have been listening to 
Grosse Pointe South stu-
dents’ increasing com-
plaints of a prison-like 
environment and lack of 
trust at the school. They 
have complained that 
this is leading to decreas-
ing morale and school 
spirit. 

I listened but dis-
counted the rumblings as 
teenage angst, wanting 
more freedom and the 

high school administra-
tion exhibiting proper 
level of control. In this 
era of repeated mass 
school shootings and 
other violence, most 
agree that more control 
is needed for our chil-
dren’s own security. 

The level of extreme 
control exhibited by the 
administration that I wit-
nessed at the GPS vs. 
GPN boys basketball 
game last Friday was not 
“normal.” It was extreme. 
I felt like I was in a prison 
yard, trapped between 
two rival gangs. This was 
not OneGP.

As a longtime Grosse 
Pointe Park resident and 
a fan of high school ath-
letics, my wife and I have 
attended an insane num-
ber of South athletic 
events from before chil-
dren up to this year with 
our senior daughter on 
the basketball and volley-
ball teams. We have trav-
elled all over the city 
following South teams. It 
has been a great plea-
sure. 

At the game on Friday 
night, South and North 
students were standing 
in assigned and cordoned 
off areas on opposite 
ends of the lower level 
bleachers. They were sit-
ting directly across their 
r e s p e c t i v e  t e a m ’ s 
benches. 

This part was great. 
The energy and excite-
ment of having jammed 
student sections on the 
lower level, all enthusias-
tically standing and sup-
porting their teams was 
wonderful. 

So what is the prob-
lem? The problem was 
the 30-foot-wide vacant 
section at mid-court that 
was labeled “handicap 
accessible.” 

First, there was noth-
ing “accessible” about 

this area. The name was 
a farce and an excuse for 
physically separating the 
student sections. The 
more realistic name for 
the area as controlled by 
the administration was 
“demilitarized zone.”

I arrived just after the 
start of the game, the 
parking lot and the gym 
were as packed as I have 
ever seen, but there was 
a huge empty area at 
mid-court. I took up my 
favorite spot in the mid-
dle of this section, at the 
top of the lower level, for 
the best view of the game 
and unfortunately the 
best place to experience 
the DMZ. 

Both schools had their 
athletic directors and two 
to three assistant princi-
pals stationed between 
the two student sections 
preventing any interac-
tion. North students were 
not allowed to pass by 
South students to go to 
the concession stand. 

South students were 
not allowed to exit to the 
S-lot where most were 
parked. They were not 
allowed to cross on the 
fl oor or in the bleachers 
to talk to friends. In fact, 
there was no interaction 
between the two student 
sections at all. 

The “rival gangs” were 
not the problem; the 
prison guards were the 
problem (more likely act-
ing on orders by their 
wardens). Any student 
that dared to cross into 
the DMZ was politely 
ushered back to their 
assigned section. 

This draconian level of 
control in a friendly envi-
ronment of competition 
does not exhibit OneGP. 

This is embarrassing 
for our community and 
our schools. 

TIMOTHY KERR
Grosse Pointe Park

LETTERS:
Continued from page 6A

Rug Cleaning & Repair

Wall to Wall Carpeting
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STORE HOURS:
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Teacher of
THE WEEK

Maria Mirkazemi has 
been performing since 
she was a child. She par-
ticipated in The War 
Memorial’s Youth on 
Stage program, Grosse 
Pointe Public School 
System Summer Select 
and That’s Entertainment 
workshops and a variety 
of school drama programs 
and productions.

Now 18, the University 
Liggett School senior and 
Grosse Pointe Farms res-
ident plans to take her 
love for the performing 
arts to the next level 
when she attends the 
Yo u n g  A m e r i c a n s 
College of Performing 
Arts in Corona, Calif.

Before she leaves, 
Mirkazemi hopes to 
make a lasting impres-
sion on other young peo-
ple who may not have 
enjoyed the same oppor-
tunities to nurture a pas-
sion for the arts.

In their junior year, 
ULS students select a 
topic for their academic 
research project, an 
intensive, inquiry-led 
educational program that 
allows them to conduct 
in-depth research based 
on their interests.

Mirkazemi’s topic of 
choice was music’s impact 
on adolescents’ self-confi -
dence. While she identi-
fi ed a number of articles 
in academic journals to 
support her research, she 
sought to conduct a study 
of her own by creating an 
opportunity at her school 
for ULS peers and stu-
dents from Detroit to par-
ticipate in something that 
made a difference in her 
own life — a performing 
arts workshop.

Locating an organiza-
tion to provide an inten-
sive three-day dance and 

choir workshop was the 
easy part, Mirkazemi said. 
She had participated in 
The Young Americans 
performing arts work-
shops in Harbor Springs 
since she was a child and 
was familiar with the ben-
efi ts of the program.

Procuring funds to 
bring the touring group 
to Grosse Pointe for the 
first time was a bigger 
challenge, but Mirkazemi 
said she was able to raise 
money through ULS’s 
drama program.

The next step was to 
identify students who 
might benefit from the 
workshop. Mirkazemi 
reached out to William 
Hoover, a family friend 
and teacher at Marcus 
Garvey Academy, a Detroit 
Public Community District 
school. When Hoover 
replied his own students 
might reap the rewards of 

the program, as Marcus 
Garvey doesn’t provide 
music classes this year, 
Mirkazemi offered to pro-
vide 10 full scholarships.

Transportation was the 
next hurdle, as Marcus 
Garvey is located at 
Kercheval and Van Dyke 
near Belle Isle. Hoover 
rented a van to transport 
the students, who attended 
the workshop Wednesday, 
Jan. 15, to Friday, Jan. 17, 
culminating with a perfor-
mance Friday evening.

Students learned songs 
and dances, including a 
Disney medley, Mirkazemi 
said. The students from 
Marcus Garvey were in 
middle school while par-
ticipating students from 
ULS were in third through 
12th grade.

“Throughout the course 
of the workshop, from the 
fi rst day everyone had to 
stand up and sing by them-

selves,” said Mirkazemi, 
who participated in the 
workshop herself. “… On 
the first day, they didn’t 
want to stand up and sing 
on their own. By the per-
formance, they were 
standing up and singing 
solos and making speeches 
all on their own.”

Mirkazemi added an 
advantage to The Young 
Americans’ approach is 
its peer-to-peer teaching 
style. All the instructors 
are between 18 and 23.

“It’s like a friend teach-
ing you what you’re 
learning,” she said. “It’s 
very fast-paced so stu-
dents don’t have time to 
worry if they messed up, 
which takes them out of 
their comfort zone a lot.”

“I was thrilled for my 
kids at Marcus Garvey 
and I was super impressed 
by Maria,” Hoover said. 
“In our world where the 
arts often require philan-
thropy, it is beautiful to 
see a young lady like 
Maria go to such lengths 
to bring The Young 
Americans workshop to 
Grosse Pointe and to 
include children who have 
no music program.”

By Mary Anne Brush
Staff Writer

Senior brings touring group to ULS

PHOTO COURTESY OF KRISTINA MAXWELL

Pictured with Marcus Garvey teacher William Hoover, 
back, and Mirkazemi, second from right, are, from left, 
Marcus Garvey students Taniya Wilburn, Kaprice 
Starks, Mikakyla Harris and MaKrisTiana Dove.

Steve Buckman pits the 
powers of prognostication 
of Trombly Bob against 
any other groundhog, 
including Philadelphia’s 
Punxutawney Phil. And he 
has more than two decades 
of data to prove it. 

Since 1999, the second-
grade teacher at Trombly 
Elementary School has 
tracked Trombly Bob’s 
predictions, which he gen-
erally makes during recess 
time. This year, since 
Groundhog’s Day fell on a 
Sunday, the stuffed toy 
snuck outside to make his 
spring proclamation — 
possibly with a little help 
from a certain classroom 
teacher. The students rec-
reated the event the next 
day at school under simi-
lar weather conditions.

According to legend, the 
groundhog wakes up Feb. 
2, in its burrow and goes 
outside. If the sun is shin-
ing, the groundhog sees its 
shadow. Frightened, it 
retreats back into its bur-
row to sleep for six more 
weeks. This means there 
will be six more weeks of 

cold weather.
If it’s cloudy outside, the 

groundhog doesn’t see its 
shadow. Because it isn’t 
afraid it stays outside, 
meaning warm spring 
weather will arrive soon.

Second graders in 
Buckman’s class had 
their own opinions.

“It’s just a myth,” 
Kayan Kumasi said.

Anna Grose believed 
behind the myth lay a pur-
pose; it was a way for 
farmers to “know that they 
can plant their fl owers or 
their corn early so they 

Trombly Bob predicts 
late arrival of spring
By Mary Anne Brush
Staff Writer

Steve Buckman
School: Trombly 
Elementary School
Years at Trombly: 32
Subject/Grade: Grade 2
Nominated by: Walt 
Fitzpatrick, principal
Principal’s quote:

“Steve is a dedicated 
professional whose big-
gest asset is always say-
ing yes or volunteering. 
He has been a fi xture at 
Trombly since 1988 after 
spending a year at 
Brownell. It is very com-
forting knowing we can 
always rely on Steve for 
help and support.

“Steve currently serves 
as the teacher represen-
tative to the Trombly 
PTO; he runs the safety/
service squad; he is part 
of the T3 Committee that 
creates activities for our 
monthly small groups. 
We cannot forget volun-
teering to spend the night 
on the Trombly roof with 
me last year. Steve also 
has volunteered to be 
part of the One School, 
One Book committee and 
served as a grade-level 
leader in science.”
What motivated you 
to become a teacher?

During my teen years, I 
was involved in Scouting 
and had several opportu-
nities to influence the 
learning and growth of 

others. It was at that time 
I came across the idea of 
servant leadership. I 
quickly found that, for 
me, there was no greater 
joy than helping others to 
realize their goal or ambi-
tion through active sup-
port and participation in 
their success.
Who are some of your 
inspirations?

My source of inspira-
tion really revolves 
around the interactions 
that I have at Trombly. I 
have been fortunate to 
work with outstanding 
teaching colleagues and 
families through the 
years. As a newly hired 
teacher, they showed 
patience, understanding 
and interest in my devel-
opment as a teaching pro-
fessional. Fast forward to 
today, the teachers with 
whom I work are knowl-
edgeable, innovative and 
readily share ideas with 
one another as a team of 
learners should do. While 
my students are ever 
pushing me forward, the 
Trombly community of 
parents and volunteers 
makes this an inviting and 
rewarding place to be.
What advice would you 
give a new teacher?

All children learn dif-
ferently and their ability 

and interest to learn can 
change from day to day; 
be flexible. There are 
things that happen in 
your students’ lives that 
you simply cannot con-
trol; be compassionate. 
There are days that your 
students will give extraor-
dinary effort and days 
where they will fall short; 
be encouraging. Be aware 
that students will work 
hard because you are 
their teacher; be proud of 
them. Above all, remem-
ber to do your best so that 
the children in your care 
can be their best.
Favorite quote:

“I’ve learned that peo-
ple will forget what you 
said, people will forget 
what you did, but people 
will never forget how you 
made them feel.”

— Maya Angelou

COURTESY PHOTO
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Trombly Bob is reported 
to have seen his shadow 
on Groundhog’s Day.

See BOB, page 10ASee ULS, page 10A
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For Amanda Bungard, a 
licensed speech-language 
pathologist at Grosse 
Pointe South High School, 
basking in the warmth of 
the school’s greenhouse 
surrounded by greens on 
a cold winter day is thera-
peutic — for her as well as 
her students.

Tom Milano of Detroit 
Abloom agrees, describ-
ing the greenhouse as “a 
little healing center.”

Also healing, he said, is 
working with teachers 
like Bungard and autism 
spectrum disorder/cogni-
tive impairment categori-
cal classroom teacher Jill 
Harrison.

“They’re so loving. To 
see how they interact or 
how they are with these 
students, it’s wonderful,” 
Milano said. “That in 
itself is a healing situa-
tion. To come into the 
midst of these people 
who care so much — it 
really is extraordinary.”

The idea to work with 
Detroit Abloom, an 
organic cut fl ower farm 
and florist located in 
Detroit’s Jefferson-
Chalmers neighborhood, 
took root last April when 
Milano approached the 
teachers about growing 
tomato plants in the 
greenhouse. Students 
with special needs were 
responsible for planting 
and caring for the plants 
and selling seedlings to 
raise money for Camp 
Fowler, which the stu-
dents attend for three 
days at the end of May. 
Among many benefi ts of 
the camp is increased 
independence, Harrison 
said, with the overnight 
stay representing, for 
many students, their fi rst 
time away from their 
families.

At the beginning of this 
school year, Bungard and 
Harrison contacted Milano 
and his business partner, 
Nancy Weigandt, who 
oversees Detroit Abloom’s 
fl ower operation, seeking 
additional ways to inte-
grate horticulture into the 
students’ curriculum and 
raise money. Their initial 
idea was to grow fl owers 
in the greenhouse to sell 
for Valentine’s Day and 
other holidays.

Recognizing it was too 
early in the season for 
fl owers, Milano suggested 
microgreens, which are 
easy to grow in the winter 
months. The partnership 
grew and fl ourished from 
there, with Milano and the 
teachers now working 
with Healthy Grosse 
Pointe & Harper Woods to 
market the products 
beyond South to the 
greater community.

“Microgreens are really 
terrific sources of nutri-
ents, (containing) all types 
of vitamins, minerals; 
healthy as can be,” Milano 
said. “They’re really 
sought after by restaurants 
and people in the food 
business because they’re 
used to incorporate into 
salads, smoothies, as gar-
nishes. So what a wonder-
ful thing for this program 
to raise the health con-
sciousness of the sur-
rounding community by 
making microgreens avail-
able at affordable prices, 
especially to tout their 
benefi ts.”

“We started planting 
our fi rst round of micro-
greens in November,” 
Bungard said. “They take 
10 days to two weeks 
until they’re ready to har-
vest. Jill and her students 
helped take care of them 
throughout that time.”

Students from all three 
categorical classrooms at 
South participate on a 

rotating schedule. The 
benefits are manifold, 
Harrison said, from 
acquiring job skills to 
building stamina and 
understanding a process, 
such as participating on 
an assembly line.

Students spend time 
each day in the green-
house, fi rst planting the 
microgreens — kale, col-
lards, cabbage and rad-
ishes — and watering 
them. Once they’re ready 
to harvest, they help with 
cutting the greens, mea-
suring a cup of a mixture 
of the four types to place 
into plastic baggies and 
labeling them.

Developing these skills 
and learning about the 
plants are incorporated 
into their science unit, 
Harrison said.

“We’ve been studying 
plants this whole year,” 
she said. “… Right now 
they’re learning the 
plants’ cells and the parts 
in it. As we go further into 
the year, it’ll become more 
functional by the end of 
the year so it will relate to 
what they’re doing.”

Tasks are tailored to 
individual skill levels, 
with some students 
researching what the 
plants are and writing 
descriptions or helping 
create fl yers and ads to 
distribute to staff in the 
building, while others 
help with planting, water-
ing and packaging.

Bungard and Harrison 
agree it hits all different 
skill levels.

“Everybody has a part,” 
Harrison said.

Growing and selling 
microgreens — and other 
projects completed last 
year  wi th  Detroi t 
Abloom, such as South’s 
butterfl y garden, created 
in conjunction with 
Healthy Grosse Pointe & 
Harper Woods — would 
not have been possible 
without the support of 
South Principal and fel-
low gardener Moussa 
Hamka, Milano said.

“The principal of the 
school is so supportive,” 
Milano said. “He’s been 
totally behind this, 
encouraging it every step 
of the way. … All of this is 
an outgrowth of his 
enthusiasm to do what’s 
best for the students.”

In fact, it was Hamka, 
according to Milano, who 
came up with the idea to 
refer to the students as 
having special skills 
rather than special needs, 
focusing on the skill 
development component 
of the curriculum.

Hamka said all the 
tomatoes in his own gar-
den last spring came 
from the seedlings he 
purchased from the stu-
dents. When he sees the 
students, he shows them 
pictures.

Benefi ts he touts of the 
enterprise include allow-
ing students to engage in 
hands-on activities out-
side the classroom, giv-

ing them a sense of 
self-reliance and inde-
pendence as they raise 
their own funds to attend 
camp and providing 
skills they can translate 
to life beyond South.

“It’s also nice to see 
that they’re able to plant 
seeds and care for them 
and nurture them,” 
Hamka said. “… It gives 
them the opportunity to 
be responsible for some-
thing outside of the class-
room. I think that’s been 
powerful.”

A benefi t to the com-
munity at large, Hamka 
added, is “the green-
house is now being used 
as a greenhouse, which is 
what we all want to see. 
It was taking a space that 
was underutilized and 
now we’re utilizing it for 
the intended purpose for 
which it was created.”

Hamka credits Milano 
for his role in the proj-
ect’s success.

“Tom has been a great 
partner,” he said. “He’s so 
passionate about plants. 

But he’s equally passion-
ate about our kids and 
he’s donated his time, 
he ’ s  donated  h i s 
resources. And you can 
just tell he’s got a beauti-
ful spirit — very giving — 
and I think he’s a positive 
influence on our kids. 
That’s another benefi t of 
this program is that we’re 
now connecting students 
who were more isolated 
in our building with the 
community and those 
connections are impor-
tant for them. And hope-
fully, as these students 
graduate and they matric-
ulate, maybe one day 
they can help Tom with 
his projects at Detroit 
Abloom. Facilitating 
these outside connec-
tions is critical for the 
social and emotional skill 
sets of our kids as well.”

To purchase micro-
greens or donate supplies 
or funds to South’s micro-
greens enterprise, contact 
Bungard at bungara@
gpschools.org or Harrison 
at harrisj@gpschools.org.

By Mary Anne Brush
Staff Writer

South students grow with microgreens enterprise

Horticultural therapy helps improve memory, cognitive abilities, 
task initiation, language skills and socialization. In physical reha-
bilitation, horticultural therapy can help strengthen muscles and 
improve coordination, balance and endurance. In vocational 
horticultural therapy settings, people learn to work indepen-
dently, problem solve and follow directions.

— from the American Horticultural Therapy Association

Therapeutic
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From right, Amanda Bungard and Jill Harrison assist Aydan Kvintus and Ali 
Alsamet with planting seeds. 

Watering newly planted seeds are Sean Costello and 
Ella Silva, while Tom Milano looks on and Harrison 
assists. 
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Grosse Pointe students 
sent a little love this 
Valentine’s Day to a 
104-year-old war veteran.

The Purple Heart recip-
ient asked for Valentine’s 
Day cards from around 
the country and students 
in the Grosse Pointe 
Public School System 
heeded the call.

U.S. Marine Corps 
retired Maj. Bill White is a 
World War II veteran 
injured in 1945 at the bat-
tle of Iwo Jima. A grenade 
blew up six inches from 
him, according to 
WGN-TV. White served 30 
years on active duty and 
retired from the battle-
fi eld after he was injured. 
He lives in Stockton, Calif.

All 444 students at 
Monteith Elementary 
School made cards for 
White at the behest of 
student council mem-
bers, who put up signs 
and posters and made 
morning announcements 
during Kindness Week.

Fourth graders in 
Susan Howey’s class at 
Trombly Elementary 

School not only sent 
White cards and thanked 
him for his service, but 
also made him a Fan 
Faces magnet. Fan Faces 
is a class business 
Howey started three 
years ago.

According to news 
reports, White loves 
making scrapbooks to 
keep a record of his per-
sonal history and plans to 
include every valentine 
he receives.

— Mary Anne Brush

Valentines for a vet

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Monteith Elementary School kindergarteners, fi rst graders and fourth graders 
display the cards they made for Maj. Bill White.

PHOTO COURTESY OF SUSAN HOWEY

Trombly students included a Fan Faces magnet with 
their care package for Maj. White.

don’t freeze in the winter 
and die,” she said.

Regardless of whether 
Trombly Bob — named 
after Robert Trombly, who 
served on the school board 
30 years even before the 

fi ve Grosse Pointe school 
districts consolidated in 
1922 — is correct in his 
predictions, the activity is 
a way to “let the kids have 
some fun and learn some-
thing along the way about 
our forefathers and agrar-
ian cultures gone by,” 
Buckman said.

This year, according to 

Buckman, Punxatawny 
Phil and three of the four 
groundhogs in Canada 
say it’s going to be an 
early spring.

Trombly Bob saw his 
shadow and predicts six 
more weeks of winter.

“I put complete faith in 
Trombly Bob,” Buckman 
said.

BOB:
Continued from page 8A
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Trombly second graders in Steve Buckley’s class confi rm Trombly Bob saw his 
shadow and there will be six more weeks of winter.

To show his apprecia-
tion, Hoover, along with 
several members of the 
Mirkazemi family, agreed 
to host some of the 47 
counselors from The 
Young Americans during 
their stay.

The next stage of the 
project, Mirkazemi said, is 
to conduct interviews with 
workshop participants to 
support her research. As a 
participant herself, she 
said she felt “very accom-
plished” to witness the 
impact the program had 
on both Marcus Garvey 
students and her ULS 
peers. While the arts are 
readily available at Liggett, 

she said, not all students 
take advantage of them. 
She is hoping this experi-
ence may change that.

“By the end of the 
workshop, they were 
like, ‘I want to be in 
choir,’” she said. “‘I want 
to be on stage as much as 
possible.’ That’s what it’s 
all about — getting kids 
involved in the arts.”

“Maria’s project embod-
ied the Tim Russert quote, 
‘The best exercise for the 
human heart is reaching 
down to help someone 
else up,’” Hoover said. 
“Maria has benefited so 
much from quality music 
education experiences, yet 
she was thoughtful enough 
to reach back and bring 
others into a great music 
education experience.”

ULS:
Continued from page 8A SATURDAY, FEB. 29

 ◆ The Grosse Pointe 
Public School System, 
supported by The Family 
Center, Healthy Grosse 
Pointe & Harper Woods, 
CARE of Southeastern 
Michigan and the Grosse 
Pointe Public Library, is 
hosting a #OneGP Parent 
Camp 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at Parcells Middle School, 
20600 Mack, Grosse 
Pointe Woods. Breakout 
sessions include social 
media, cultural competen-
cy, anxiety, trauma, uncon-
scious bias, vaping, special 
education, early interven-
tion and the transition to 
middle school. Childcare 
is provided. Register at bit.
ly/ParentCamp2020.

Week Ahead
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symptoms. It’s easy to do, and it’s one of the most accurate tests for detecting heart disease.

Get your heart scan for only $75
A physician referral will be coordinated for you. Insurance does not cover the cost of a heart scan. Please note: You should not have this 
test if you are pregnant, or if you have had a heart attack, coronary bypass surgery or a coronary stent. Men under age 40 and women 
under age 50 should not have this test because detectable calcium is not likely.

 

Get the heart care that’s right for 
you at ascension.org/detroitheart
866-770-1015 press 4

© Ascension 2020. All rights reserved.

021320



FEATURES
2B OBITUARIES  |  3B CHURCHES  |  3B ASK THE EXPERTS  |  4B DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

SECTION B ◆ GROSSE POINTE NEWS ◆ FEBRUARY 13, 2020

With the offi cial open-
ing day of the Grosse 
Pointe Woods-Shores 
Little League still a few 
months away, league 
board members are 
delivering a different 
kind of pitch to the com-
munity at large.

T h e  b o a r d  h a s 
launched a campaign to 
improve the diamonds at 
Ghesquiere Park. Among 
its priorities are updated 
dra inage  sys tems , 
infi elds and bullpens.

“Last year, we couldn’t 
even get all our games 
in, because it rained so 
much,” board member 
Paul Stapleton said. “We 
have to play games 
within a certain time 
frame and we were not 
able to complete the sea-
son. Instead we were 
pumping (water from) 
the fields with pumps 
and hoses.”

The diamonds at 
Ghesquiere Park host 
324 games, plus prac-

tices, six days a week 
during the eight-week 
season.

“Traffi c compacts the 
soil, making it almost 
like cement,” board 
member Doug Stapleton 
said. “It’s a couple feet 
thick where the water 
doesn’t drain.”

It’s a vicious circle, he 
said, noting that games 
cancelled due to rain 
aren’t easily completed 
when the sun comes out. 
Not only does the rain 
leave stagnant puddles, 
even on clear days, but 
the grass can’t be cut 
because it’s too muddy.

“It’s the worst it’s ever 
been,” Doug Stapleton 
said. “We get to games 
an hour before game 
time … to start trying to 
restore the muddy pud-
dles to something the 
kids can play ball on.”

Fixing home plate and 
the pitching mounds is a 
start, he added, but the 
perimeter of the field 
also needs to be recon-
structed. A lip has 
formed due to grass-cov-

ered gravel buildup, 
which causes odd hops 
when balls are hit to the 
area.

“Short of dangerous, 
it’s uncomfortable for 
t h e  k i d s , ”  D o u g 
Stapleton said.

It’s been more than a 
decade since upgrades 
have been implemented 
at Ghesquiere, save for a 
facelift on Diamond 2, 
the girls softball dia-
mond, for which the 
league received a grant. 
However, the grant did 
not cover drainage 
improvements.

“We haven’t done nor-
mal upkeep,”  said 
Melissa Henderson, 
league president.

The scope of this proj-
ect, she said, includes 
adding drainage, an 
overhaul of the infi elds, 
cutting in warning 
tracks, extending fair/
foul lines, adding new 
fencing to the backstops 
and repairing bullpens.  
The league hopes to 
secure $200,000 for the 
project.

Doug Stapleton said 
there are some miscon-
ceptions about who’s 
responsible for upkeep 
— and the funding — of 
the diamonds. While the 
city-owned park’s play-
ground area is main-
tained by Grosse Pointe 
Woods, which also cuts 
the grass and cleans the 
bathrooms, all baseball-
related maintenance and 
improvements fall on 
the league’s shoulders.

The league is 100 per-
cent funded through 
donations and registra-
tion fees, which at $200 
per child are reasonable, 
Henderson said.

“That’s 20 games, 
playoffs, practices, win-
ter workouts, uniforms,” 
she said. “We are con-
stantly looking for ways 
to keep our cost for reg-
istration down.”

Apart from registra-
tion fees, the league 
brings in money by sell-
ing discount cards — 
three cards per family 
for $30, paid at registra-
tion — which offer res-

taurant deals and other 
business discounts. 
Supporters of the league 
also may purchase ads 
in its annual program 
book. 

Addi t iona l ly,  the 
league earns funds from 
its concession stand, 
which is run by student 
volunteers from Grosse 
Pointe North High 
School. In return, the 
league provides scholar-
ships to those students.

“We lost that (reve-
n u e )  l a s t  y e a r, ” 
Henderson said, noting 
the  league  ra ised 
$100,000 to replace its 
aging concessions stand, 
which will re-open with 
the 2020 season. 

Apart from expenses 
at Ghesquiere,  the 
league has been a good 
neighbor by funding 
improvements at other 
locations it uses — the 
fields at Mason and 
Monteith elementary 
schools and Vernier 
Field in Grosse Pointe 
Shores.

“We spent $15,000 on 
Monteith for new dug-
o u t s ,  d r a i n a g e , ” 

Henderson said. “That’s 
money coming from the 
league to provide a bet-
ter environment at the 
school. We spent $3,500 
last year at Mason. … 
Our money goes back to 
the community.”

The league is playing 
with the idea of renovat-
ing one diamond fi rst, so 
donors can see how their 
contributions are being 
spent and the project 
attracts more funding. 
While it would like to get 
the ball rolling in the 
coming weeks, the 
league would like to 
complete the overhaul in 
time for the 2021 state 
softball tournament.

“This will bring 16 
teams and all their fami-
lies and fans here for the 
entire week,” Henderson 
said, adding the tourna-
ment will give the league 
a chance to showcase its 
facilities and generate 
revenue for local busi-
nesses.

Added Paul Stapleton, 
“We want to have a 
world-class facility.”

The improvements to 
Diamond 2 did not go 

unnoticed. In the last 
three years, participa-
tion in girls softball has 
grown by leaps and 
bounds, Henderson said, 
with 120 girls currently 
in the program.

“Last year, Woods-
Shores grew 13 percent 
total,” she said. “Eight 
percent of that was the 
girls. The other 5 per-
cent was baseball.”

“When you think 
where these teams have 
been,” Doug Stapleton 
said, “with the World 
Series representation … 
our programs deserve 
something far upgraded 
from where they’re play-
ing right now.”

The GPWSLL has 
made four trips to 
Williamsport, the home 
of the Little League 
World Series. Its first 
visit was in 1979, with 
follow-up appearances 
in 2013, 2017 and 2018.

“We’ve progressively 
gotten better as we’ve 
gone,” Henderson said, 
noting the 2018 team 
won two tournament 
games, eventually plac-
ing fourth in the country 
and eighth in the world.

The league is asking 
everyone — the families 
and friends of current or 
past players, or even 
those who’ve never 
played ball — to help.

“Maybe it’s not your 
kids playing right now, 
but it’s time to give 
back,” Doug Stapleton 
said.

Donations for the proj-
ect may be made on the 
league’s website — 
grossepointelittleleague.
com — as well as at 
gofundme.com/improve-
gpwsll-fi elds.

“We’ll work on fund-
ing in the next two 
months and hope to start 
(making improvements) 
in April,” Paul Stapleton 
said. “We’re getting our 
budgets together now. 
From that, we’ll pick and 
choose what we can do, 
what we can afford.”

Added Doug Stapleton, 
“We’re going to do the 
best we can with what 
we get.”

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Woods-Shores Little League seeking support for diamond upgrades

PHOTOS COURTESY OF PAUL STAPLETON

Rainfall regularly causes muddy conditions at Ghesquiere Park, so the Woods-Shores Little League board 
hopes to raise funds to install new drainage systems and other improvements at the park this year.

Pitching improvementPitching improvement

In addition to a new drainage system, the league 
plans to overhaul the infi elds, cut in warning tracks, 
extend fair/foul lines, add new fencing to the back-
stops and repair bullpens.

Puddles of water dot the outfi eld at Ghesquiere 
Park.
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OBITUARIES
Obituary notices are purchased and often prewritten by family or friends. While 
we try to run obituaries as submitted, we nevertheless reserve the right to edit for 
accuracy, style and length.

James R. 
Lemen Jr.

James “Jim” R. Lemen 
Jr., 89, peacefully passed 
away Sunday, Feb. 2, 
2020, at Beechwood 
Manor in St. Clair Shores. 
Jim was born Jan. 11, 
1931, in Detroit, to James 
and Cletis (nee Trost) 
Lemen.

Jim grew up in Grosse 
Pointe and graduated 
from Grosse Pointe South 
High School. In the years 
following graduation, Jim 
met the love of his life, 
G e n e v i e v e  ( n e e 
Sadowski). The couple 
married in 1975. 

Jim founded Interlake 
Products and became a 
successful manufactur-
er’s representative in the 
automotive industry. Jim 
was a devoted member of 
the Lions Club and Elks 
and a senior member of 
the Detroit Athletic Club 
for more than 40 years. 
He was an avid sports-
man and enjoyed spend-
ing the summers fi shing, 
hunting and boating. Jim 
loved to be by the water 
and was a longtime mem-
ber of the Jefferson Yacht 
Club.

Jim was the loving hus-
band of  the late 
Genevieve; beloved 
brother of the late Sally 
E. Whitman; and dear 
uncle of Michael Faber 
(Cynthia), Lynda Head 
(Nelson), Wendy Stockley 
(Stephen),  Richard 
Sadowski (Amy) and 
Scott Sadowski.

Visitation for Jim is 
from 10 a.m. until the 
start of the funeral ser-
vice at noon Saturday, 
Feb. 15,  at  Chas. 
Verheyden Inc., 16300 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

Charles Palmer 
Lamb

A celebration of life for 
Charles Palmer Lamb 
takes place at noon 
Saturday, Feb. 29, at St. 
Paul on the Lake Catholic 
Church, 157 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms. A 
lunch reception immedi-
ately follows.

Charles, a Grosse 
Pointe Park resident, 
passed away Monday, 
Dec. 2, 2019. He was 84.

Born July 26, 1935, in 
Detroit, to Wallace and 
Eleanor Lamb, Charles 
grew up in Grosse Pointe 
and spent most of his life 
here, even working as a 
paper boy in his youth. 
He attended Defer ele-
mentary and Pierce mid-
dle schools before 
graduating from Grosse 
Pointe High School. He 
then graduated from 
Michigan State University 
and  Wayne  Sta te 
University Law School 
and worked as a tax and 
estate planning attorney 
and CPA. He worked at 
several large law fi rms, as 
well as maintained a pri-
vate practice in Grosse 
Pointe.

Charles served in the 

U.S. Army Reserves and 
spent time in El Paso, 
Texas. He was a member 
of Sigma Alpha Epsilon 
fraternity.

He enjoyed traveling, 
genealogy and spending 
time with his family, espe-
cially his grandchildren.

Charles is survived by 
his wife of 58 years, 
Rosemarie K. Lamb; 
daughters, Christine 
Lamb and Charlotte 
Lamb; sons, David Lamb 
and John Lamb (Julie) 
and grandchildren, Chloe 
Lamb, Jack Lamb, Henry 
Lamb, Charles A. Lamb, 
Cate Lamb and Mia 
Lamb.

He was predeceased by 
brothers, Lawrence Lamb 
and Albert Lamb.

Thekla Adlhoch 
Abels

Thekla Adlhoch Abels, 
loving wife of the late 
Henry, died peacefully 
Thursday, Jan. 30, 2020. 
She was the sister of Bill 
Adlhoch (Maggie); aunt 
of Bill and Scott Adlhoch; 
and great -aunt  of 
Lindsay,  Sam and 
Andrew. She also is sur-
vived by Henry’s sons, 
Peter and Fred.

Thekla graduated from 
St. Catherine High 
School, received her 
bachelor’s degree from 
the University of Detroit 
and master’s degree in 
education from the 
University of Michigan. 
She taught for fi ve years 
in St. Clair Shores, two 
years for the U.S. Army 
in  Bad  Hers fe ld , 
Germany and more than 
30 years in the Grosse 
Pointe Public School 
System.

She was actively 
involved with the Catholic 
Kolping Society of Detroit 
and published its monthly 
newsletter for many 
years. Thekla also was an 
active member of her 
teaching sorority, Grosse 
Pointe Questers and St. 
Paul on the Lake Catholic 
Church.

A world traveler, she 
visited more than 50 
countries around the 
world and circumnavi-
gated the earth in 1967.

Thekla loved her fam-
ily, especially her grand-
niece, Lindsay and 
grand-nephews, Sam 
and Andrew.

The family is grateful 
to the staff of American 
House Grosse Pointe and 
especially to caregivers, 
Jacqueline Kilcline and 
Virginia Moran.

Thekla will be dearly 
missed by her family and 
many friends.

Visitation takes place 
at 11:30 a.m. Monday, 
Feb. 17, followed by a 
memorial Mass at noon 
at St. Paul on the Lake 
Catholic Church, 157 
Lakeshore ,  Grosse 
Pointe Farms.

Contributions may be 
sent in Thekla’s memory 
to the Capuchin Soup 
Kitchen, 1820 Mount 
Elliott, Detroit, MI 48207.

Maryanne E. 
Frederick

Grosse Pointe Park res-
ident Maryanne E. 
Frederick, 87, passed 
away Monday, Feb. 3, 
2020, in her home with 
God’s grace and family 
surrounding her. She is 
survived by five of her 
beloved children, John J. 
Frederick Jr. (Debbie), 
Michael F. Frederick 
(Judy), Cheryl Frederick 
Thomas (Joseph), Karen 
E. Frederick and Patricia 
F r e d e r i c k  D a w e s 
(Danny); 12 grandchil-
dren; 12 great-grandchil-
d r e n ;  t w o 
great-great-grandchil-
dren; brothers, Jerome 
Bresser and William 
Bresser and many nieces 
and nephews. She was 
predeceased by her son, 
Robert A. Frederick and 
her parents, Walter and 
Annabelle Bresser. 

Maryanne lived for 
adventure, family gather-
ings and life events. She 
was selfl ess, a mother and 
mentor to countless chil-
dren, and a genuine friend 
who brought great joy to 
those who knew her. 

A philanthropist for 
many organizations and a 
teacher, Maryanne was a 
savvy businesswoman at 
Bresser’s Cross Index 
Directory Co., which she 
co-owned; a board mem-
ber at the Detroit Yacht 
Club, where she cap-
tained her boat, the “Blue 
Velvet”; an advocate for 
handicapped persons as 
the president of Crawford 
Armstrong Association 
for 20 years; and a faithful 
30-year parishioner at St. 
Ambrose  Ca tho l i c 
Church. She had a pas-
sion for helping those in 
need.

A funeral service took 
place Saturday, Feb. 8, at 
St. Ambrose Catholic 
Church, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

Although Mom/Nana/
Aunt/Sister/Friend loved 
her flowers, she had a 
passion for Capuchin 
Soup Kitchen and a new 
and reverent understat-
ing of the beauty of 
Hospice care. In her 
honor, donations in lieu 
of fl owers may be made 
to Capuchin Soup 
Kitchen, 4390 Conner St., 
Detroit, MI 48215, csk
detroit.org or Hospice of 
Michigan, hom.org or 
(888) 247-5701.

Lois A. Marshall
Lois Ann Marshall (nee 

Reinking) passed away 
Wednesday, Feb. 5, 2020, 
at age 93. She was born 
Dec. 15, 1926, in Fort 
Wayne, Ind. She attended 
St. Paul’s Lutheran 
School, North Side High 
School and Valparaiso 
University.

Lois married Morrison 
C. Marshall May 17, 
1947, in Fort Wayne. 
They lived in Detroit, 
where she worked for J. 
L. Hudson Co. She 
enjoyed her years as a 

full-time homemaker 
raising their children: 
Dale, Richard, Peggy and 
Karen.

After they became 
empty-nesters, Lois 
worked for the Atlas 
Dental Laboratory as 
office manager for 11 
years. She and Morrison 
spent their winter months 
in Clearwater, Fla., after 
retirement.

Lois was a proud mem-
ber of Christ the King 
L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h , 
Valparaiso University 
Guild, Easy Riders 
Bicycle Club, Bethel 
Lutheran Church in 
Clearwater and Lake 
James Lutheran Chapel.

Lois enjoyed Bible 
study, sewing, playing 
cards, playing the piano, 
attending piano and 
organ concerts, bowling 
and spending time with 
family at the Marshall 
Cottage during the sum-
mer months. Her family 
fondly remembers her as 
a “cooking extraordi-
naire” with a talent for 
budgeting.

She was the loving 
mother of Dale Marshall 
(Jennifer) ,  Richard 
Marshall (Sally), Peggy 
McCutcheon (Rick) and 
Karen Dahn (Mark); 
cherished grandmother 
of Nathan Marshall 
(Anna), Heather Hanlon 
(David), Wendy Marshall, 
Kelly Marshall, Kristen 
Adams (Mike), Kyle 
McCutcheon (Lorne), 
Kory  McCutcheon, 
Steven Dahn (Jacklyn) 
and Sarah Noskey 
(Zach); proud great-
grandmother of Braden, 
Hudson, Lincoln and 
Calvin Adams; Amelia, 
Declan and Lauren 
Marshall; and Daisy 
Dahn. 

Lois was predeceased 
by her husband, Morrison 
Marshall; parents, Hugo 
and Ida Reinking; 
b r o t h e r,  R i c h a r d 
Reinking; and sister-in-
law and brother-in-law, 
Mary Lou and Jack 
McCoubrie.

Lois will lie in state 
Saturday, Feb. 15, from 
10 a.m. until time of 
funeral service at 11 a.m. 
at Christ the King 
Lutheran Church, 20338 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods.

In lieu of fl owers, dona-

tions in Lois’ memory 
may be made to Christ 
the King Lutheran 
Church or Special 
Olympics Area 27 
Livingston County, 1420 
Wo o d h u r s t  C o u r t , 
Howell, MI 48843.

David Kingwill
St. Clair Shores resi-

dent David Kingwill, 79, 
passed away Sunday, 
Feb. 9, 2020.

He was the loving hus-
band of Marian for 56 
years; beloved father of 
Pamela Papworth, Jane 
Bourget (John) and Sara 
Zimmers (Doug); grand-
father of Nicholas, Amy, 
Jennifer, Jack and Drew; 
and brother of James 
(Helen), the late Stephen 
and Kathleen Postma.

Visitation takes place 4 
to 7 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 
13, at Kaul Funeral Home, 
28433 Jefferson, St. Clair 
Shores. A funeral service 
is planned at 1 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 14, at Grosse 
Pointe Memorial Church, 
16 Lakeshore, Grosse 
Pointe Farms.

Christine Caulkins 
Finkenstaedt

Christine Caulkins 
Finkenstaedt, beloved 
wife, mother, grand-
mother, great-grand-
mother, mother-in-law, 
sister, daughter and 
friend, passed away 
peacefully Saturday, Jan. 
25, 2020. She was 95.

Chrissie (aka Tina, 
Minnie, Dearie, Nanny) 
was born Dec. 21, 1924, 
in Grosse Pointe, to Alma 
Fauser and George Peck 
Caulkins. The fourth of 
fi ve children, she was a 
graduate of the Grosse 
Pointe Country Day 
School in Grosse Pointe 
Farms, now University 
Liggett School, the 
Kingswood School in 
Bloomfield Hills and 
Bennett College in 
Millbrook, N.Y. Except 
for seven happy years in 
East Grand Rapids, 
Chrissie was a life-long 
resident of the Grosse 
Pointes.

Chr iss ie  marr ied 
Wi l l i a m  C l e m e n t s 
Finkenstaedt in 1949, 
and spent the next 47 
joyous (one of her favor-
ite words) years with him 
until his death in 1996. 
They had fi ve children, 
all of whom survive their 
parents: Eliza “Lisa” F. 
Hillhouse (William) of 
Littleton, Colo.; George 
C. Finkenstaedt (Sarah) 
of Kirkland, Wash.; 
Wil l iam “Mike” C. 
Finkenstaedt Jr. (Susan) 
of Grosse Pointe Farms; 
Henry  “Hank”  C . 
Finkenstaedt (Leslie) of 

Houston, Texas; and 
Timothy “Tim” C. 
Finkenstaedt (Mary Jo) 
of Wrentham, Mass. She 
also had eight grandchil-
dren and one great-
grandchild. Additionally, 
Chrissie is survived by 
many other family mem-
bers, including nieces, 
nephews and their chil-
dren and grandchildren.

Her one sister, Barbara 
C. Lamb, and three 
brothers, George P. 
Caulkins Jr., John E. 
Caulkins and Henry L. 
Caulkins II, predeceased 
her.

Chrissie was, fi rst and 
foremost, a force of 
nature, incredibly orga-
nized and involved in all 
manner of activities; she 
was a friend to so many 
of all ages it is impossi-
ble to even begin count-
ing. She was an active 
member of the charitable 
and philanthropic Tau 
Beta Association and 
G a r d e n  C l u b  o f 
Michigan. Additionally, 
her interests included 
tennis, skiing, golf, gar-
dening, walking, cross-
word puzzles and bridge. 
Chrissie will be remem-
bered, among many 
other things, for her reg-
ular six-mile roundtrip 
morning walks to the 
Grosse Pointe Yacht Club 
along Lakeshore Road. 
She was forever an 
ardent fan of the Detroit 
Tigers and Detroit Lions.

Chrissie and her family 
are grateful beyond mea-
sure to Dorothy Williams 
for her many years of 
extraordinary friendship 
and compassionate care. 
They also would like to 
thank the dedicated care-
givers of Hope Senior 
Home Care, staff of The 
Rivers Grosse Pointe and 
Custom Hospice.

A memorial service is 
planned for the spring.

In lieu of flowers, 
donat ions may be 
directed to Pewabic 
Pottery of Detroit, pew
abic.org; Tau Beta 
Association, taubeta.org; 
The Garden Club of 
M i c h i g a n ,  g a r d e n
clubofmichigan.org; or a 
favorite charity.

Please share remem-
brances at ahpeters.com.

James R. Lemen Jr. Charles Palmer Lamb Thekla Adlhoch Abels

Maryanne E. Frederick Lois A. Marshall David Kingwill

Christine Finkenstaedt

St. Paul on the Lake
St. Paul on the Lake 

Catholic Church, 157 
Lakeshore ,  Grosse 
Pointe Farms, presents 
“Fresh Start: A Healing 
M i n i s t r y  f o r  t h e 

Divorced, Separated & 
Civilly Remarried.” This 
free program involves 
sharing experiences 
and dialogue with oth-
ers in a confidential 
group setting. A video 

series is included and 
child care is provided. 
Meetings take place 7 to 
8:30 p.m. in the school’s 
faculty lounge these 
remaining Thursdays: 
Feb. 13 and 27 and 
March 12 and 26. To 
register, contact Deacon 
Bill Jamieson at bjamie
son@stpaulonthelake.
org or (313) 885-8855, 

Ext. 145.
Couples of all ages 

are invited to reignite 
their marriages during a 
month ly  “Be loved” 
series, including dinner, 
beginning at 6:30 pm. 
Friday, Feb. 17. 

For more information, 
call (313) 885-8855, Ext. 
144, or email agraves@
stpaulonthelake.org.

CHURCH EVENTS
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This year, our congregation is revisiting one of our 
traditional confessions of faith: the Heidelberg 
Catechism. Composed in the 1600s, this doctrinal 
compendium places statements that are surprisingly 
relevant alongside ones that seem hopelessly outdated 
or outright offensive. Take, for example, the 
Catechism’s treatment of the law:

Q. What does God’s law require of us?
A. Christ teaches us this in summary in Matthew 

22:37-40: “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
mind.’ This is the greatest and fi rst commandment. 
And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself’” (Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 4).

Jesus distills the 660-plus rules of the Old Testament 
down to a tweet and he makes it all about love. We can 
work with that. If only the Catechism would stop there. 
Instead it continues:

Q. Can you live up to all this perfectly?
A. No. I have a natural tendency to hate God and my 

neighbor. (Q&A 5)
What? Regardless of where you and I land on the 

social-political spectrum, one thing we believe is that 
we are fundamentally good, tolerant, loving people. In 
fact, the worst thing you can be in our culture is a 
hater. 

The Catechism’s argument hinges on two terms. 
The fi rst is “natural.” The true test of our natural ten-
dency comes not when life is going well, but when we 
face adverse circumstances and adversarial people. As 
therapist Jim Herrington says, “When you get bumped, 
what’s really inside you spills out.” If you want to know 
your natural tendencies, look at the way you behave 
in traffi c or discuss politics on social media. 

The second is “hate.” In the context of the Bible, the 
terms “love” and “hate” don’t refer to feelings. They 
refer to one’s posture and action toward another. To 
love is to turn toward someone — to be committed to 
their fl ourishing. To hate is to turn away from some-
one — to be committed to your needs over theirs. 
Hatred at times looks like animosity, but at others 
looks like apathy. 

Jesus tells the Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 
10:25-37) to illustrate what he means by “love your 
neighbor.” In this story, Jesus concludes that one’s 
neighbor is the person you are most inclined to hate. 
Until you position yourself with care and compassion 
toward the person you fi nd most deplorable, you can-
not get out from under the label “hater.” The way of 
love — modeled in the self-sacrifi cial death and life of 
Jesus Christ — is a way that does not come naturally 
and is profoundly costly. But it is also our only way out 
of the spiral of mutually assured destruction we see 
modeled in our online discourse, political dialogue and 
commodifi cation of each other and our environment. 
We’ve tried everything else. What about love?

Van Arragon is pastor at the First Christian Reformed 
Church of Detroit, 1444 Maryland, Grosse Pointe Park. 
Visit fi rstcrcdetroit.org.

Haters
Our Lady Star of the Sea is taking 

advantage of the extra day this 
month to host its annual gala, this 
year following a Kentucky Derby 
theme, at 6 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 29, 
at Country Club of Detroit, 220 
Country Club Drive, Grosse Pointe 
Farms.

“The Derby — Place Your Bet on 
a Star” features silent and live auc-
tions, a strolling dinner, raffl es and 
an afterglow. Derby-themed cloth-
ing is encouraged, but not required.

“Our raffles are incredible this 
year,” said auction chairwomen 
Danielle Brousseau. 

Apart from the Year of Dining 
Raffl e, featuring 12 $100 gift cards 
to some of the area’s fi nest restau-
rants — tickets are $25 each or fi ve 
for $100 — the Win, Place or Show 
Raffl e is sure to be a hit. The raffl e 
winner will choose to:

◆ “Win” — $10,000 cash;
◆ “Place” — A Churchill Downs 

suite and private estate experience 
for 10; or

◆ “Show” — Two tickets to the 
2020 American Music Awards, fol-
lowed by an exclusive afterparty.

Tickets are $100 each and only 
300 are available for purchase.

In addition to the raffl e items up 

for grabs, some of the featured auc-
tion items include a three-day VIP 
Kentucky Derby experience, an in-
home chef-prepared lobster and 
champagne dinner party, Caribbean 
vacations, an at-home murder-mys-
tery party, fi ne jewelry and more.

“The generosity of this commu-
nity is amazing,” Brousseau said of 
the donated auction items. “Our 
community is amazing and very 
accepting to supporting not only this 
school, but all of our schools.”

Brousseau said she looks forward 
to seeing Star of the Sea alumni and 
former teachers reunite for the 
event, which welcomes anyone who 
wants to support the school.

This year’s honorary chairwoman 
is Patricia Stumb, who served as a 
teacher and principal at Star for 
more than 40 years. Her parents 
were founding parishioners who 
carried the cross during the church’s 
fi rst Mass more than 60 years ago, 
Brousseau said.  

“Patty is incredibly inspiring,” she 
added. “She is synonymous with 
Star for so many people. Everyone 
has a Patty story.

“Personally, I will never forget the 
day we toured the school 18 years 
ago and met Mrs. Stumb. Her love 
for the school, the students and 
Catholic education left no doubt that 
Our Lady Star of the Sea was the 

best choice for our daughter. Now, 
even though she retired several 
years ago, her indelible infl uence is 
evident in the classroom today.”

Proceeds from the auction sup-
port Star by enhancing curriculum, 
“but above that we always have a 
special project,” Brousseau said.

“This year we are focusing on 
enhancing our educational technol-
ogy with digital devices, software 
and learning platforms to offer 
options for tailoring education to 
student academic needs and per-
sonal interests,” said Maria Walker, 
kindergarten teacher at Star.

Proceeds from previous auctions 
have benefi tted students by updat-
ing the computer lab and imple-
menting STEM and Robotics 
curricula, among other school addi-
tions.

“The better (it does), the better 
things we can bring in for the kids,” 
Brousseau said.

The event is sponsored by Bob 
Maxey Lincoln, Falcon Dental 
Group, Fusion Integrated Training, 
RIM Custom Racks, Henry Ford 
Health System—Cottage and 
Pierson Clinic, Schena Roofing, 
Tito’s Vodka and Wesley 
Orthodontics. 

Tickets are $100 each. For more 
information or tickets, call (313) 
423-9104 or visit olsos-auction.org.

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Star of the Sea auction follows derby theme

Q: My aunt has lived alone the 
past couple of years, since being 
widowed. I have noticed, when 
visiting, a signifi cant decrease in 
weight and she appears to be 
somewhat confused. I am con-
cerned about her frailty.

A: You are right to be concerned 
about your aunt. She might be one 
of a growing number of seniors 
who are suffering from senior isola-
tion.

In the United States, the current 
growth of the senior population is 
projected to nearly double from 52 
million in 2018 to 95 million in 
2060. Some 18 percent of adults 
ages 65 and older in the U.S. live 
alone and 43 percent report feeling 
lonely on a regular basis. Isolation 
can have many effects on the qual-
ity of life aging adults experience.

Social isolation can cause emo-
tional issues such as depression 
and anxiety. Physical signs may 
include an increased incidence of 
heart disease, immune defi ciencies, 
diabetes or obesity. There is an 
increased risk of Alzheimer’s dis-
ease or dementia. An increase in 
the likelihood of premature mortal-
ity occurs by 26 percent.

Social isolation also can make 
seniors more vulnerable to elder 

abuse and scams.
Many factors can 

contribute to feelings 
of isolation and loneli-
ness such as no chil-
d r e n ,  c h i l d r e n 
scattered throughout 
or out of the country, 
being ostracized from 
their families and 
divorce or death of a 
spouse. Individuals 
who are caregivers for 
loved ones suffer the 
loss of social contact 
unless they seek respite care.

You can encourage your aunt to 
become more social and less iso-
lated by fi nding a sense of purpose. 
Pursuit of hobbies, book or card 
clubs, or attending local senior cen-
ters provide good social venues. 
There are many ways to help others 
by volunteering, even if it is as sim-
ple as telephoning shut-ins. Help 
her fi nd transportation by way of 
the Pointe Area Assisted 
Transportation Services, senior 
center shuttles, family, friends or 
private hires.

Preventive health also is impor-
tant and helpful. Encourage regular 
exercise, doctor visits and vision/
hearing exams. Exercise and 

weight loss help 
reduce blood pres-
sure by the same 
amount that loneli-
ness increases it.

With some family 
and community 
involvement for 
your aunt, you will 
be able to positively 
impact her overall 
health and quality 
of life.

Marian Battersby 
is the franchise 

owner of Home Instead Senior Care, 
an accredited non-medical home 
care agency in Grosse Pointe Woods. 
She is a certifi ed senior advisor and 
certified dementia practitioner. 
Battersby can be reached at (313) 
647-9682. Home Instead Senior Care 
is a member of The Family Center’s 
Association of Professionals.

The Family Center is a nonprofi t 
organization that provides resources 
and preventive education to 
empower families to successfully 
navigate life’s social, emotional and 
physical challenges. It is completely 
supported by community donations. 
To learn more, visit familycenter
web.org, call (313) 447-1374 or email 
info@familycenterweb.org.

Putting an end to senior isolation

PA S T O R ’ S  C O R N E R 
By the Rev. Ben Van Arragon ‘Place Your Bet on a Star

SAVE the DATE
“One is the Loneliest Number: 
Combatting Senior Isolation”
Sponsored by The Family 
Center, The Helm and Home 
Instead Senior Care
7 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 26, at 
The Helm, 158 Ridge Road, 
Grosse Pointe Farms
Register for this free event at 
familycenter web.org or call 
(313) 447-1374

A S K  T H E  E X P E R T S  By Marian Battersby

Grosse Pointe Park is 
offering a spring corn-
hole league, played 
indoors at the Lavins 
Activity Center on 
Thursdays, Feb. 27 to 
April 2. Men, women and 
coed teams will compete 
against each other each 
week.

Cost is $60 per team. 
Registration is required 

by Friday, Feb. 21.
To sign up, call (313) 

822-2812, Ext. 200, or 
stop by the recreation 
office, 14920 Windmill 
Pointe Dr. 

Registration also is 
accepted online at 
grossepointepark.org.

For more information, 
email craigc@grosse
pointepark.org.

Park cornhole league 
begins Thursday, Feb. 27

Worship
 Service

800 Vernier Road (Corner of Wedgewood)

(313) 884-5040

Rev. Sean Motley, Senior Pastor
~ “Go Make Disciples” ~

www.feelc.org

FIRST ENGLISH EVANGELICAL
   LUTHERAN CHURCH

9:30am - Early Service with Holy Communion

9:30am - Spark Church

11:00am - Late Service with Holy Communion 

Worship Sunday
at 10:00 am

Rev. Richard Yeager-Stiver
An Open & Affi rming Church

240 Chalfonte G.P. Farms
313-884-3075 • www.gpcong.org

Visit Our Art Gallery: M-F 10AM-1PM

Grosse Pointe
Congregational

Church
(United Church of Christ )

SUNDAY
8:15 & 10:45 a.m. - Worship Service

9:30 a.m. - Bible Study
10:45 a.m. - Sunday School

MONDAY
7 p.m. - Worship Service

2nd & 4th Monday of the Month
WEDNESDAY
10 a.m. - Bible Study

Randy S. Boelter, Pastor
Making New Disciples-
Building Stronger Ones

Christ the King
Lutheran Church

and Preschool
Mack at Lochmoor • 884-5090

www.christthekinggp.org

Sharing Godʼs grace through Christ, 
we love, pray, rejoice and serve.

All are welcome!

Jazz Service
February 23

9:30 am Worship/Holy Communion
10:45 am Christian Education 

For All Ages!
www.stpaulgp.org
375 Lothrop at Chalfonte

Grosse Pointe Farms
313.881.6670

The Rev. Justin Dittrich

Grosse Pointe
UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH

Rev. Dr. Ray McGee
Rev. Keith Lenard, Jr.

      An Offi cial Welcoming Congregation
211 Moross Rd.

Grosse Pointe Farms
886-2363

SUNDAY WORSHIP
9:30 am

CHURCH SCHOOL
9:45 am 4 yrs. - 5th Grade

11:00 am Adult Sunday School

Nursery & Toddler Care Provided

15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park, 
Michigan 48230-1302

Ambrose
Saint

Catholic Church

Masses
Saturday Vigil — 4:00 p.m.
Sunday — 8:30 and 11:15 a.m.

021320
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Syndicated cartoonist 
and Detroit News auto 
critic Henry Payne will 
speak to the Eastside 
Republican Club at 7:30 
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 18, at 
The War Memorial, 32 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms.

“Mr. Payne is a student 
of history and closely fol-
lows current events, so as 
the 2020 election cam-
paign ramps up, we are 
eager to hear his per-
spective,” said Dave 
Schumacher, ERC chair-
man. “As an auto critic 
and syndicated editorial 
cartoonist, we also look 
forward to hearing 
what’s next for the auto 
industry and to watch 
him demonstrate his cre-
ative drawing skills.

“The forum is open to 
the public at no charge,” 
he added, “so we invite 
everyone to hear Mr. 
Payne and to ask ques-
tions.” 

Payne has been a critic 
of mainstream media’s 

unbalanced reporting 
and outspoken about 
bias in climate change 
coverage. 

The veteran newsman 
also is a lifetime “motor-
head,” Pulitzer-Prize-
nominated cartoonist, 
author of three books 
and active race car driver. 

His work is reprinted 
by USA Today, National 
Review, Townhall.com 
and other outlets. 

Born in Charleston, 
W.V., Payne received a 
degree in history from 
Princeton University in 
1984. As editorial car-
toonist for two student 
newspapers, The Daily 
Princetonian and the 
Nassau Weekly, Payne 
won the College Media 
Advisers Cartoon Contest 
a n d  t h e  Tr i b u n e 
Company Syndicate’s 
N a t i o n a l  C o l l e g e 
Cartoonist’s Contest. 

Upon graduation from 
Princeton, Payne began 
his newspaper career as 
staff artist and editorial 

cartoonist with the 
Charleston Daily Mail. In 
1986, he joined Scripps 
Howard News Service 
and began syndication 
with United Feature in 
1987. 

Detroit News hired 
Payne in 1999, and he 
now contributes auto 
reviews, videos and prod-
uct reporting to The 
News. He also hosts the 
weekly “Car Radio” pro-
gram for 910-AM Detroit 
and produces a weekly 
comic called “Car-toon.” 

The Associated Press 
has voted Payne the Best 
Editorial Cartoonist in 
Michigan. 

Payne is the father of 
two boys and lives with 
his wife in Bloomfield 
Hills. 

T h e  E a s t s i d e 
Republican Club Forum 
meets the third Tuesday 
each month  f rom 
September through May 
at The War Memorial. 
Admission is free and the 
public is welcome.

Eastside Republicans 
host cartoonist/critic 
Henry Payne on Feb. 18

The community is 
invited to hear visual 
artists expand on their 
odes to the planet at 2 
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 16, in 
the Presidents’ Room at 
The War Memorial, 32 
Lakeshore ,  Grosse 
Pointe Farms.

Thirty-six artists have 
pieces in the Grosse 
P o i n t e  A r t i s t s 
Association’s current 
show. The association’s 
goal was to give artists 
the opportunity to con-
template the wonders of 
the planet and the need 
to keep it healthy.

In his piece “Secret of 
the Earth,” artist Haydar Al Yasiry 
explains that clean water is the 
secret, because every living thing is 

created from water 
according to the Holy 
Quran.

Artist MJ Seltzer used 
her granddaughters as 
models for her two 
pieces, “Legacy 1” and 
“Legacy 2.” She dedi-
cates her pieces to envi-
ronmental activist and 
Time Person of the Year, 
1 7 - y e a r- o l d  G r e t a 
Thunberg of Stockholm, 
and “all the world’s 
chi ldren who wi l l 
inherit the legacy we 
are leaving behind.”

Juror KT Andresky 
c h o s e  t h e  w o r k s 
included in the show.

“Ode to Our Planet” is open daily, 
9 a.m. to 8 p.m. through Sunday, 
March 8.

Artists explain their odes to the planet

PHOTO COURTESY OF KAREN POPE

“Secret of the Earth,” by Haydar Al Yasiry, won third place.

PHOTO BY JIM KLEIN

MJ Seltzer in front of her 
prize-winning “Legacy 
1” and “Legacy 2.”

Dining & ENTERTAINMENT

With this ad. Some restrictions may apply. Ask your server for details.

IN THE PARK

HALF OFFHALF OFF

15117 Kercheval Ave. • Grosse Pointe Park

  313-821-2433 TUESDAY-THURSDAY 5PM-9PM
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 5PM-10PM

Available to host your Private Parties

021320

5500%%  OFFOFFBuy One Regular Priced 
Entrée and Receive Any 
Regular Priced Entrée...

021320

FIND THE MYSTERY AD IN THIS 
WEEKS CLASSIFIED SECTION AND 
WIN TICKETS TO

CALL FOR SHOW TIMES AND RESERVATIONS

(313) 882-5299 
97 KERCHEVAL, GROSSE POINTE FARMS, MI 48236

DIRTYDOGJAZZ.COM02
13

20

FINE DINING & JAZZ FAVORITES!
RESERVATIONS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED

Thu., February 13th- 
Sat., February 15th

Fri., February 21st- 
Sat., February 22th

ALLEN DENNARDALLEN DENNARD
Trumpeter
Composer. Bandleader. 
Recording Artist!

THE FOUR FRESHMENTHE FOUR FRESHMEN
Trumpeter
Americas Enduring Vocal Group with 
Songs from the Past and Present!

DETROITDETROIT
Jazz Festival All-Stars
Swing, jazz, horns, piano, bass
drums and more!

TUESDAY NIGHTS: RON ENGLISHRON ENGLISH JAZZ PIANIST

Wed., February 19th- 
Thu., February 20th

–Kennedy’s–

Grilled Chicken • Fish Sandwich
or 1/3 lb. Ground Round

Includes BEER
BUD LIGHT or LABATT or POP & FRIES

**Dine in only - No coupon needed

LUNCHLLLLLLLLLLLLUUUUUUUUUUUUUNNNNNNNNNNNNCCCCCCCCCCCCCHHHHHHHHHHHH  oroooooooooorrrrrrrrr  EARLY BIRDEEEEEEEEEEEEAAAAAAAAAAAARRRRRRRRRRRRLLLLLLLLLLLLYYYYYYYYYYYY BBBBBBBBBBBBIIIIIIIIIIIIRRRRRRRRRRRRDDDDDDDDDDDD

11AM - 5PM DAILY11AM - 5PM DAILY
DINNER SPECIALDDDDDDDDDDDIIIIIIIIIIINNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNEEEEEEEEEEERRRRRRRRRRR SSSSSSSSSSSPPPPPPPPPPPEEEEEEEEEEECCCCCCCCCCCIIIIIIIIIIIAAAAAAAAAAALLLLLLLLLLL

CARRY-CARRY-
OUTSOUTS

CARRY-
OUTS

02
13
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18666 Mack Avenue Grosse Pointe Farms

Monday-Saturday 11:00 am-2:00 am • Sunday 5:00 pm-2:00 am

G

313-881-5675

PHILLY CHEESEPHILLY CHEESE
STEAKSTEAK ONION

RINGSRINGS
$$10109595

• Swiss Cheese  • Peppers & Onions
 With Fries

55050ONIIIIIIIIIIIIOOOOOOOOONONIIIIIIIIIIIIONONIIIIIIIIIIIOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOONONIIIIIIIIIIIONOI
World’s Greatest

CORNED BEEF
SANDWICHSANDWICH

$$667575
DeliciousDelicious

BB

ons WWWW ld’ GGWWW ld’ GWWWW ld’ G

$695
Your ChoiceYour Choice

”MAGNIFICENT & 
LIFE-AFFIRMING!”

– T I M E  O U T  N E W  Y O R K

”THRILLING & 
EXHILARATING!”

– U S A  T O D A Y

MARCH 10 – 15 | FISHER THEATRE
ON SALE NOW

BroadwayInDetroit.com, ticketmaster.com, 800-982-2787 & box of fice  
Info: 313-872-1000, Groups (10+) Groups@BroadwayInDetroit.com (subject: Fiddler On The Roof )

021320
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Gymnastics

GROSSE POINTE UNITED

The Grosse Pointe 
United gymnastics team 
earned a season-high 
140.425 points last week 
in its home victory over 
Fraser.

Head coach Courtney 
Hamidi was all smiles 
after her gymnasts fin-
ished off the Ramblers, 
thanks to dozens of high-
fl ying routines.

Each of the girls who 
competed in each of the 
four events, the vault, 
uneven parallel bars, bal-
ance beam and floor 
exercise, scored at least 

32.275 points.
Leading the way was 

Cate Gagnier, who had 
37.225, followed by 
Amanda Nguyen at 
33.900, Maeve Jamieson 
at 33.400, Ava Rogowski 
at 33.100, Emma Burney 
at 32.875, Sammy Lucido 
at 32.825, Madi Lucido at 
32.625 and Kate Ennis at 
32.375.

Elise Torp and Brooke 
Sabol also competed in 
some of the events to 
help the team.

GPUG scored a high of 
36.45 in the fl oor exer-
cise, while the team had 
35.425 on the beam, 
35.15 on vault and 33.4 

on bars.
H a m i d i ’ s  s q u a d 

improved to 7-2 overall.
GPUG’s remaining 

schedule includes an 
away meet Tuesday, Feb. 
18, against Canton, 
s e n i o r  n i g h t  o n 
Wednesday, Feb. 26, and 
the regional  meet 
Saturday, March 7, at 
White Lake Lakeland 
with Groves, Bloomfi eld 
Hills, Farmington, Fraser, 
Milford, Novi, Port 
Huron Northern, Walled 
Lake Central, Walled 
L a k e  N o r t h e r n , 
Waterford Kettering and 
West Bloomfi eld compet-
ing.

By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

Gymnasts earn
season-high

PHOTO COURTESY OF COURTNEY HAMIDI

Cate Gagnier soared to a score of 37.225 to win all-around honors against 
Fraser.

Basketball

GROSSE POINTE SOUTH

Blue Devils double up on titles

Head coach Steve 
Benard knew last week 
would be a test for his 
Grosse Pointe South boys 
basketball team.

First came an away 
game against his alma 
mater, Romeo. A win 
clinched the Macomb 
Area Conference White 
Division title.

In an emotional game, 
the Blue Devils prevailed 
58-50 as sophomore Will 
Johnson and freshman 
Anthony Benard scored 
14 points apiece, and 
senior Alex Shaheen 
added 13.

Two evenings later, 
South hosted New Haven 
and needed a second-half 
comeback to win 71-55.

“We have played well 
for a long stretch, and I 
knew a let-down could 
happen,” Benard said. 
“New Haven is a well-
coached team and they 
get after it. It was a 
tough one to get up for 
after clinching the divi-
sion title earlier in the 
week and playing at 
h o m e .  T h e  g u y s 
responded well in the 
second half.”

The visiting Rockets 
jumped out to a 13-7 fi rst-
quarter lead, and a three-
pointer at the second 
quarter horn gave them a 
26-25 advantage at the 
half.

B e n a r d ’ s  s q u a d 
regrouped and played 
with more energy in the 
third quarter. They out-
scored the Rockets 21-11 
in the third quarter and 
25-18 in the fourth to win 
and stay unbeaten in the 
MAC White at 9-0.

Benard scored a team-
high 18 points, followed 
by Will Johnson with 14. 
Shaheen and junior 
Jordan Johnson each had 

11 points to help the Blue 
Devils improve to 13-2 
overall.

South hosts the No. 4 
seed from the MAC Red 
Division at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 20, in the 
opening round of the 
MAC Red/White Division 
Tournament, which will 
be either Sterling Heights 
Stevenson or Chippewa 
Valley.

North results
Staying in the MAC 

White Division, Grosse 
Pointe North dropped its 
games last week, 78-67 to 
Warren Mott and 53-38 to 
Utica Ford.

T h e  N o r s e m e n 
dropped to 2-7 in the divi-
sion, eliminating them 
from the Red/White 
Division tournament con-
tention, and 2-13 overall.

The Norsemen will 
play three squads from 

the MAC who did not 
m a k e  t h e  M A C 
Tournament in its respec-
tive divisions.

Both North and South 
are preparing for a 
Division 1 district tourna-
ment that begins Monday, 
March 9, at Detroit 
Martin Luther King.

The Michigan High 
S c h o o l  A t h l e t i c 
Association will draw all 
brackets 15 days before 
the start of district play. 

After the top seeds are 
determined and sepa-
rated to opposite sides of 
the bracket, the draw 
process will place the 
remaining teams on the 
bracket based on a ran-
domly-selected order 
determined earlier in the 
season.

At the moment, the top 
seeds, according to 
points, are Hamtramck 
and East Detroit.

Boys net
tough wins
By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

Girls grit
way to
close wins
By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

PHOTO BY PAUL KANIA

South’s Miles Jamieson, shown in a previous game, 
played well in the Blue Devils two wins last week.

SPORTS

With fi rst place on the 
line in the fi nal minute, 
junior Alexa Downey’s 
go-ahead three-point 
shot was all net, and 
sophomore Kamryn 
Richards drained two 
free throws, to lift the 
Grosse Pointe South 
girls basketball team to a 
50-47 win over visiting 
Macomb Dakota early 
last week.

“Alexa let that shot go 
with confi dence, and boy 
was it clutch,” head 
coach Kevin Richards 
said. “Kamryn made 
some big free throws in 
the fi nal minute, too, to 
help us win. We knew it 
would be a close game. 
We made some big 
plays.”

The host Blue Devils 
didn’t shoot the ball par-
ticularly well and turned 
it over 18 times, but a 
15-9 fourth quarter was 
enough to vault them into 
the top spot in the 
M a c o m b  A r e a 
Conference Red Division 
with a week left before 
t h e  R e d / W h i t e 
Tournament.

One key to the win was 
the full-court defense 
forcing the Cougars into 
28 turnovers, including 
back-to-back miscues 
late in the fourth quarter 
that turned a three-point 
deficit into a one-point 
lead.

The Cougars hit a 
three-pointer to give 
them a short-lived 47-45 
lead, but Downey’s triple 
with 1:05 left in the game 
gave the Blue Devils a 
lead they wouldn’t relin-
quish.

The Cougars had a 
couple of high percent-
age shots in the paint in 

the fi nal 60 seconds, but 
none would fall.

Richards’ made free 
throws put the home 
team up 50-47, leaving 
the visitors with a chance 
to send the game to over-
time.

Their fi nal shots missed 
the mark, and the Blue 
Devils came away with 
the huge victory. South 
swept the regular season 
series with Dakota, win-
ning 49-46 on the road a 
couple of weeks ago.

South led 19-12 after 
the first quarter and 
25-23 at the half. Dakota 
out-scored South 15-10 
in the third quarter to 
lead 38-35.

It was a see-saw fi nal 
quarter with each team 
grabbing a slim lead. 
Turnovers and missed 
layups kept it a one pos-
session game.

Richards led the Blue 
Devils with 20 points, fol-
lowed by Downey with 
14, junior Cameron 
Lundh with six, junior 
Audrey Becker with 
three, senior Payton Roy 
with three, junior Sarah 
Rogers with three and 

senior Keely Conlan with 
one.

The Blue Devils had 
trouble rebounding with 
the taller, more physical 
Cougars. Head coach 
Phil McCune’s squad 
held a huge rebounding 
advantage.

Leading the Blue Devils 
in rebounding was Lundh 
with seven, followed by 
Downey with six.

With the loss, Dakota 
finished its division 
mark at 8-2. Now, South 
had to regroup and 
t r a v e l  t o  U t i c a 
Eisenhower with a share 
of the division title and 
No. 1 seed in the tourna-
ment up for grabs.

South didn’t let down 
after the emotional win 
over Dakota and beat 
Eisenhower 54-51 to 
clinch the No. 1 seed in 
the MAC Red Division 
with its 8-1 mark.

Downey led the way 
with 20 points, followed 
by Rogers with 13 and 
Richards with 12.

Grosse Pointe South is 
12-3 overall and travels 
to Romeo on Thursday, 
Feb. 13.

PHOTO BY RENATO JAMETT

South’s Alexa Downey was clutch in two big wins 
over Dakota and Eisenhower.
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18412 Mack Ave. 18412 Mack Ave. 
Grosse Pointe Farms, Grosse Pointe Farms, 

MI 48236MI 48236

Andrew Kesteloot
REALTOR® 
Exceptional personal service, exceptional results

(313) 575-6937
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Girls hockey

NORTH, SOUTH & L IGGETT

The University Liggett 
School girls hockey team 
used a three-goal third 
period to beat rival 
Grosse Pointe North 4-1 
last week.

Natal ia  Dragovic 
scored for the host 
Knights in the opening 
period, assisted by 
Gabrielle Anusbigian, 
while Darby Pickford tal-
lied in the second period 
for the Norsemen, 
ass i s ted  by  Ruth 
Fradeneck.

North head coach 
Casey Quick watched his 
Norsemen produce sev-
eral  sol id scoring 
chances in that second 
period, but they were 
able to only get one shot 
in the back of the net.

The first two periods 
were as even as the score 
indicated,  but the 
Knights owned the third 
period. They had a dozen 
shots on net in the fi rst 
few minutes that set the 
tone.

Allyson Doppke scored 
the game-winning goal at 
the 14:03 mark of the 
third period, assisted by 
Dragovic.

Midway through the 
stanza, Dragovic scored 
again to make it 3-1. 
Anusbigian and Maddie 
McKee had the assists. 
The two-goal cushion 
was huge as the home 
team had the momen-
tum.

The Norsemen tried to 
make a comeback, but 
the shots they produced 
in the third period were 
stopped.

McKee put the fi nish-
ing touches on the win, 
scoring at the 2:52 mark 
of the third period. 
Doppke and Anika 
Vreeken has the assists.

For the Norsemen, 
goalie Mia Cassar played 
well, and Pickford led 
the offense.

For the Knights, Evie 
Bournias played in net in 
two periods, while Logan 
Merriweather saw action 
in one period.

In other action last 
week, ULS beat Troy 9-1 
as Leah Coleman, 
Charlotte Peabody and 
Christa Serventi scored 
goals to help the Knights 
improve to 16-4 overall.

In net, rookie goalten-
d e r  M e r r i w e a t h e r 
stopped 14 of the 15 
shots she faced to help 
bring her goals against 
average to 1.39 on the 
season.

North also played and 
lost 3-0 to Bloomfield 
H i l l s  C r a n b r o o k 
Kingswood to fall to 3-16 
overall.

The Norsemen had 
chances, but the Cranes 
were too tough in their 
own zone, keeping the 
North forwards off the 
board.

South results
Grosse Pointe South is 

slowly climbing back to 
the .500 mark after beat-
ing Ann Arbor Pioneer 
9-0 and Troy 21-0 last 
week.

The Blue Devils were 
led by sophomore Molly 
Ryszewski, who had a 

nine-point night against 
Pioneer with fi ve goals 
and four assists.

Senior Kelsie Francis 
had two goals and three 
assists, while senior 
Lauren Benoit added one 
goal and three assists.

Sophomore Olivia 
Livingstone also had two 
points, fi nishing with one 
goal and one assist.

Senior Emily Desnoyer 
stopped all 13 shots to 
record the shutout in net.

Freshman Elise Harr 
was in net against Troy 
and posted a shutout.

The host Blue Devils 
erupted for 17 first-
period goals.

Ryszewski had eight 
goals and one assist for 
her second straight nine-
point effort.

Other goal scorers 
were Benoit, sophomore 
Julia Gebeck and fresh-
man Ellison Smith with 
two apiece, while players 
who had one goal were 
seniors Natalie Clexton, 
Francis and Desnoyer; 
sophomores Josephine 
Hodges and Livingstone 
and freshmen Giada 
Cavaliere and Grace 
Lindsay.

Players with multiple 
assists were freshman 
Olivia Boyer with five, 
followed by Cavaliere 
and Gebeck with four 
apiece, Francis and 
junior Regan Sherry with 
three apiece, Benoit, 
Livingstone and fresh-
man Riley Sherry with 
two apiece and Smith, 
Lindsay and Ryszewski 
with one apiece.

Last weekend, the Blue 
Devils fell to 6-9-1 after 
losing 3-2 to Bloomfi eld-
Birmingham.

They led 2-1 on two 
goals from Ryszewski, 
but the host team tallied 
two goals in the third 
period to ease by the 
Blue Devils.

Ryszewski’s fi rst goal 
came unassisted late in 
the fi rst period.

That tied the game 
1-1, and Ryszewski 
scored the only goal in 
the second period.

She scored short-
handed with Francis 
netting the assist.

This gave the visiting 
Blue Devils a 2-1 lead.

B l o o m f i e l d -
Birmingam scored the 
tying goal at the 9:54 
mark of the third period, 
and less than a minute 
later it tallied the game 
winner.

South travels  to 
P l y m o u t h - C a n t o n -
Salem for an 8 p.m. 
game Friday, Feb. 14, 
before coming home to 
face defending state 
champ Farmington Hills 
Mercy at 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 26, at 
Eastside.

They fi nish the regu-
lar season with an away 
game at 6 p.m. Thursday, 
Fe b .  2 7 ,  a g a i n s t 
Livingston United, and 
host Academy of the 
Sacred Heart at 6 p.m. 
Sunday, Feb. 29.

The state playoffs for 
the Michigan Girls High 
School Hockey League 
begins Thursday, March 
5, at Artic Edge.

The lower seeds play 
the fi rst weekend.

Knights
defeat
Norsemen
By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

Boys hockey

NORTH, SOUTH & L IGGETT

Grosse Pointe North, 
Grosse Pointe South and 
University Liggett School 
boys hockey teams com-
peted in last weekend’s 
20th annual MIHL 
Showcase at the Kennedy 
Recreation Center in 
Trenton.

Forty-two teams com-
peted in the three-day 
event, with squads from 
Wisconsin and Ohio join-
ing the games.

ULS fi nished 1-1 in the 
showcase ,  beat ing 
Warren De La Salle 6-5 
and losing 6-1 to Big 
Rapids.

“Overall, I thought the 
boys played well this 
weekend, as it was good 
preparation for the 
upcoming state tourna-
ment,” ULS head coach 
Mike Maltese said. “First 
game against DLS had a 
little bit of everything in 
it. A lot of undisciplined 
penalties, some nice 
individual goals, special 
teams and an exciting 
6-5 fi nish. 

“Second game against 
Big Rapids was a little 
different. We just didn’t 
have much puck luck as 
a few of their goals 
banked in from off the 
end wall and always 
found them all alone in 
front, and we didn’t capi-
talize on any of our 
opportunities.”

The Knights built a big 
lead against the Pilots 
and hung on at the end.

Sophomore Doug 
Wood scored the Knights’ 
fi rst two goals.

The fi rst was assisted 
by seniors Will Nicholson 
and Tristan Reilly, while 
Nicholson had the assist 
on the second.

Reilly had the third 
goal, assisted by Wood 
and sophomore Jack 
Estes, and sophomore 
Rocco Scarfone had a 
second-period goal, 
unassisted.

The Knights used a 
four-goal second period 
to lead 5-2.

Reilly scored a short-
handed goal near the 
end of the second period, 
assisted by Scarfone, 
and Nicholson had an 
empty net goal late in the 
third period to give the 

Knights a 6-4 lead.
The Pilots added a late 

goal, but it was too little 
too late. The Knights 
were out-shot 33-30, and 
junior goalie Grant 
Lindsay earned the win, 
saving 28 shots.

Very little went right 
for the Knights after the 
fi rst period against the 
Cardinals of Big Rapids.

Reilly had a power-
play goal to cut the defi -
cit to 2-1, but it was all 
Cardinals after that. 
Juniors Will Leonard and 
Reilly Thierry had the 
assists.

Lindsay took the loss, 
stopping 19 shots.

ULS is 10-10 overall.
“This week will be 

another great test for us, 
as we have two Metro 
League games and then 
the CHSL D2 champion-
ship game being held at 
Liggett on Saturday 5 
p.m. vs.  Cabrini ,” 
Maltese said. “There’s 
not many times that you 
get to play for a champi-
onship on home ice, and 
I know the boys will be 
excited and ready to go 
for that one.”

North fi nished 1-1 in 
the showcase, defeating 
Allen Park Cabrini 1-0 
and losing 4-2 to 
Rochester United.

Senior goalie Connor 
Obermok was the star of 
the Cabrini game, stop-
ping all 31 shots to 
record the shutout.

“I thought we played 
really well,” North head 
coach Rob Blum said. 
“The boys skated hard 
from start to fi nish and 
controlled most of the 
play.

“Both goalies, theirs 
and Obermok, made 
some big saves to keep it 
a tight game.

Both teams competed 
hard and we played a 
solid defensive game to 
get a nice win.”

Senior Evan Berger 
scored the lone goal in 
the fi rst period, assisted 
by senior Joey Lucido.

After that point, the 
Norsemen’s defense, 
combined with Obermok, 
led the way. Cabrini 
couldn’t get a shot past 
him.

Late on Saturday eve-
ning, the Norsemen 
faced Rochester.

The Norsemen trailed 
1-0 in the fi rst period and 
2-1 after the second 
stanza.

Berger scored to tie it 
1-1 as senior Coy Catrett 
had the only assist.

RU tallied the next two 
goals, but junior Ethan 
McCormick scored to the 
Norsemen right back in 
the game. Sophomore 
Connor Troost had an 
assist.

The visitors were able 
to add an insurance goal 
midway through the 
third period to put the 
Norsemen back in a two-
goal defi cit.

Senior Brian Clogg 
took the loss in net, stop-
ping 28 of 32 shots. RU 
had 32 shots on net and 
North fi nished with 26.

Grosse Pointe North is 
8-13-0-1 overall.

South also split its two 
games, losing 4-3 to 
Salem and beating 
Grandville 6-0 the fol-
lowing morning.

The Blue Devils had a 
2-1 lead in the game 
against Salem, and it was 
2-2 after two periods.

They had a 3-2 lead, 
but couldn’t hold it.

Goal scorers were 
seniors Adam Strehlke, 
Alexander Miciuda and 
John McShane, while 
sophomore Jacob Spitz 
and seniors Thomas 
Daudlin and Keegan 
Spitz drew assists.

The Blue Devils out-
shot Salem 35-19.Senior 
William Strickler took 
the loss in net, stopping 
15 shots.

Strickler posted the 
shutout the following 
game, stopping all 14 of 
Grandville’s shots.

In the opening period, 
Jacob Spitz tallied, 
assisted by junior Dean 
Therriault.

They broke open the 

game by scoring three 
goals in the second 
period.

Streh lke  scored , 
assisted by Jacob and 
Keegan Spitz, and 
Miciuda scored an unas-
sisted goal to make it 3-0.

Therriault scored on 
the power play late in the 
period to make it 4-0. 
Strehlke and junior 
Joseph Czech had the 
assists.

In the third period, 
Therriault, from sopho-
more River Kraus and 
junior Zach Wharton, 
and Wharton, from 
Therriault, scored goals 
to help the Blue Devils 
gain the split of their two 
games.

Grosse Pointe South is 
16-3-0-1 overall.

Earlier in the week, 
South lost 4-1 to 
Birmingham Brother 
Rice in a battle of two of 
the state’s top 10 ranked 
teams.

The Warriors scored in 
the opening period, but 
the Blue Devils came 
back to tie it at the 6:06 
mark of the second 
period when senior 
Keegan Spitz tallied, 
assisted by senior 
Alexander Stapleton.

The Warriors scored 
the eventual game-win-
ning goal at the 2:09 
mark of the second 
period.

The added two more 
tallies in the third stanza 
to earn the win.

The Blue Devils out-
shot the Warriors, but 
couldn’t fi nd the back of 
the net with all but one of 
their shots.

South dropped to 7-2-
0-1 in the MIHL.

North also played a 
league game, losing 6-5 
in overtime to DeLaSalle 
to fall to 1-9-0-1 in the 
MIHL.

By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

Teams split
at MIHL
Showcase

PHOTO BY RENATO JAMETT

University Liggett School’s Campbell Marshall, 
shown earlier this season, helped the Knights split 
its MIHL Showcase games.

Softball

GROSSE POINTE SOUTH

It’s not too early to reg-
ister for the Grosse 
Pointe South 2020 
Softball Clinic held 

Saturday, March 14, 
from 9 a.m. to noon.

It will be held in the 
main gymnasium at 

Grosse Pointe South 
H i g h  S c h o o l ,  1 1 
Grosse Pointe Blvd., 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

The cost is $60 and 
is for children in kin-
dergar ten  through 
sixth grade.

Payment can be in 
cash or checks made 
out to Grosse Pointe 
South Softbal l .  Al l 
proceeds benefit the 
South softball  pro -
gram. Mail payment to 
B i l l  F l e m i n g ,  5 6 8 
Lake land ,  C i ty  o f 
Grosse  Pointe ,  MI 
48230.

The focus of instruc-

tion will be on basic 
throwing and fielding 
techniques, as well as 
hitting fundamentals. 
Instructors will be the 
South softball coaches 
and players.

Advanced players 
will be placed in one 
g roup  and  taugh t 
advanced skills.

Note on the registra-
tion form if the player 
will be placed in this 
group.

If you have further 
q u e s t i o n s ,  e m a i l 
Fleming, the South soft-
ball head coach, at san-
fl em1@sbcglobal.net.

Time to register for camp

NOTICE TO BIDDERS – DOUBLE SHREDDED BROWN 
HARDWOOD MULCH AND INJECTION OF MULCH IN 
LANDSCAPE BEDS THROUGHOUT THE CITY
Sealed bids will be received by the City at the offi ce of the City 
Clerk, 20025 Mack Plaza, Grosse Pointe Woods, Michigan, 48236 
until 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, February 25, 2020, at which time 
and place the proposals will be publicly opened and read aloud 
for furnishing Double Shredded Brown Hardwood Mulch and 
Injection of Mulch in Landscape Beds throughout the City. Copies 
of specifi cations and bid sheets may be obtained from the City 
Clerk. The City reserves the right to reject any or all proposals, to 
waive any irregularities in the bidding and to accept any proposals 
it deems to be in the best interest of the City.

 Lisa Kay Hathaway
 City Clerk
G.P.N.: 2/13/2020
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID
GROSSE POINTE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM

FIRST FLOOR STUDENT LOCKERS
MONTEITH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

The Board of Education of the Grosse Pointe Public School System, Wayne County, Michigan, 
will receive sealed bids for installation of new student lockers at Monteith Elementary School. 
The work generally consists of:

• Installation of new surface-mounted (free-standing) student lockers, associated trims, etc. 

Specifi cations and Bid Forms will be available to Prime Contractors starting Tuesday, February 
11, 2020 by contacting the offi ce of the Architect.  The Architect’s offi ce will issue the requesting 
company’s electronic (.pdf) fi les of the Contract Documents.  The cost of document reproduction 
will be the responsibility of the requesting party.

Bid documents are also available for examination (no purchase) at the following locations:

• Ehresman Architects

• Construction Association of Michigan (CAM)

• McGraw-Hill Dodge

• Construction Market Data (CMD)

• Construction Data Company (CDC)

A PRE-BID MEETING will not be held for this project.  It is the responsibility of the bidding 
Contractor to visit the site and become familiar with the project site, conditions which may affect 
its bid, etc.

Sealed bids will be due Thursday, February 27, 2020 at 1:00 p.m. (local time) at the 
Administration SBuilding of the Grosse Pointe Board of Education, 389 St. Clair Avenue, Grosse 
Pointe, MI, 48230, in the Support Services Offi ce at which time and place the bids will be opened 
and publicly read aloud.

The School Board will not consider, accept, or open a bid received after the date and time specifi ed 
for bid submission in this advertisement for bid.

The bids shall be accompanied by a sworn and notarized statement disclosing any familial 
relationship that exists between the owner or any employee of the bidder and any member of the 
Board of the Superintendent of the School District.  The board will not accept a bid that does not 
include this sworn and notarized disclosure statement.

The bids shall also be accompanied by a sworn and notarized Iran Economic Sanctions Certifi cation.  
The Board will not accept a bid that does not include this sworn and notarized certifi cation.

Grosse Pointe Public School System’s Board of Education reserves the right to accept or reject any 
and all Bid Proposals, either in whole or in part, to waive any informalities or irregularities therein, 
or to award the contract to other than the contractor(s) submitting the best fi nancial Bid Proposal 
(low bidder), in its sole and absolute discretion.

This project will not be funded by federal or state monies.

Please direct questions to Richard VanGorder, Manager of Buildings and Grounds at 313-432-3082. 
BOARD OF EDUCATION
The Grosse Pointe Public School System
Christopher Profeta, Secretary

Published: GPN, February 6, 2020

Swimming

NORTH & SOUTH

The Grosse Pointe 
South boys swimming 
and diving team clinched 
at least a share of the 
M a c o m b  A r e a 
Conference Red Division 
regular season title last 
week, beating Grosse 
Pointe North 127-58.

The Blue Devils won 
eight events to the 
Norsemen’s four. South 
head coach John Fodell’s 
Blue Devils have a lot of 
depth, and they used it to 
distance themselves 
from the Norsemen.

South won the open-
ing event, the 200-yard 
medley relay, with John 
Gelle, Jackson Jogan, 
Keiran Rahmaan and 
Tucker Briggs posting a 
time of 1:41.71.

North’s group of 
Gianni Carlino, Owen 
Schaaf, Ian Donahue 
and Jack Gehlert took 
third with a time of 
1:46.02.

North’s Carlino won 
the 200-yard freestyle 
with a time of 1:49.28, 
while South’s Ryan 
English, Joshua Dixon 
and Chandler Bower 
took second, third and 
fourth with times of 
1:49.99, 1:55.70 and 
1:56.65.

Donahue gave the 
Norsemen a second 
straight event win, tak-
ing the 200-yard individ-
ual medley with a time of 
2:02.18.

 However, the Blue 
Devils fi nished second, 
third and fourth with 
Drew Vandeputte, Thad 
Mackrell and Peter 
Costello turning in times 
of 2:02.56, 2:08.58 and 
2:15.55.

The Blue Devils swept 
the 50-yard freestyle 
with Briggs winning 
with a time of 22.78, and 
the duo of P.K. Nugent 
and Michael Currier 
tying for second with a 
time of 23.58.

For the Norsemen, 
Schaaf was fi fth with a 
time of 24.05.

South’s Logan Hepner 
won the diving competi-
tion with 282.50 points, 
followed by North’s 
Andrew Peabody and 
Evan Mocan with 168.95 
and 146.10 points, 
respectively.

R a h m a a n ,  E t h a n 
Kinkade and Christopher 
Bower fi nished fi rst, sec-
ond and third for the 
Blue Devils, posting 
times of 53.69, 58.17 and 
58.81. North Alex Agius 
was sixth with a time of 
1:01.11.

North ’s  Donahue 
came back to claim fi rst 
place in the 100-yard 
freestyle, swimming a 
50.78. South’s Currier, 
Raef Akkary and Jake 
Chunn placed second, 
third and fourth with 
times of 51.37, 51.51 and 
54.82.

The Norsemen won 
their second straight 
event when Carlino took 
fi rst in the 500-yard free-
style with a time of 
4:51.66. South’s English 
and Gelle fi nished sec-
ond and third with times 
of 4:57.68 and 5:09.25, 
and North’s Gehlert was 
fourth at 5:16.47.

In the 200-yard free-
style relay, Briggs, 
Akkary, Currier and 
Rahmaan won with a 
time of 1:31.94, and the 
Norsemen’s crew of 
Agius Chandler Bower, 
Christopher Bower and 
Peabody placed fourth 
at 1:44.86.

Heading to event No. 
10, the 100-yard back-
stroke, South’s Mackrell, 
Gelle and Rahmaan led 
the Blue Devils to fi rst, 
second and third with 
times of 56.73, 58.39 and 
1:00.83, while North’s 
Agius was 10th at 
1:09.81.

I n  t h e  1 0 0 - y a r d 
b r e a s t s t r o k e , 
Vandeputte edged out 
Schaaf for first as they 
had times of 1:02.52 
and 1:03.14.

It was the Blue Devils’ 
English, Gelle, Akkary 
and Briggs winning the 
400-yard freestyle relay 

with a time of 3:26.48, 
while the Norsemen’s 
Donahue ,  Gehler t , 
Carlino and Schaaf took 
second at 3:32.10.

Grosse Pointe South is 
4-0 in the MAC Red 
Division, and Grosse 
Pointe North is 1-3.

Last weekend, North 
and South competed in 
the annual  Wayne 
County meet with the 
Blue Devils taking sec-
ond with 419.50 points 
and the Norsemen fin-
ishing ninth with 85 
points.

Northville won the title 
with 449.50 points and 
U-D Jesuit rounded out 
the top three with 303.50 
points.

Below are the top fi n-
ishes for each North and 
South in each event.

In the 200-yard medley 
relay, the Blue Devils’ 
Gelle, Jogan, Rahmaan 
and Briggs took second 
with a time of 1:37.87, 
which was just a fi nger-
tip away from the win-
ner, U-D Jesuit.

The Norsemen’s group 
of Agius, Kyle MacGillis, 
Jonathon White and 
Gehlert finished 15th 
with a time of 1:55.70.

T h e  N o r s e m e n’ s 
Gehlert finished 20th 
with a time of 1:56.38 in 
the 200-yard freestyle.

For the Blue Devils, six 
swimmers competed. 
English fi nished fourth 
with a time of 1:47.94, 
while Jeffrey Krotche 
was seventh at 1:51.02. 
Dixon fi nished 10th with 
a time of 1:53.02, while 
Jack Hurst and Luke 
Willson placed 23rd and 
44th with times of 
1:57.16 and 2:02.50.

In the 200-yard IM, 
Vandeputte, Mackrell, 
Costello and Adam 
Johnson fi nished third, 
fourth, 10th and 17th for 
the Blue Devils with 
times of 2:01.69, 2:03.63, 
2:08.48 and 2:11.65.

South’s Briggs was 
second in the 50-yard 
freestyle with a time of 
22.01, while Currier was 
ninth at 22.93. The Blue 

Devils’ Akkary, Nugent, 
K i n k a d e ,  B r e n n a n 
Rogowski, Jake Chunn 
and Will Roberts also 
competed, fi nishing 10th 
(22.95), 15th (23.25), 
18th (23.43), 28th (23.91) 
and tied for 31st (24.32).

North’s Schaaf was 
22nd with a time of 
23.01.

South’s Hepner won 
the diving competition 
with 438.45 points, and 
Griffi n Contin was 26th 
at 93.80.

For North, Trever 
Mulkey placed fourth 
with 317.60 points, while 
Peabody, Evan Mocan 
and Adam Mercer placed 
10th, 20th and 30th with 
283.75, 181.85 and 89.80 
points.

The Blue Devils once 
again had a plethora of 
competitors in the 100-
yard butterfly, led by 
Rahmaan taking fourth 
with a time of 51.85.

Kinkade and Chris 
Bower fi nished in the top 
20, placing 12th and 15th 
with times of 56.56 and 
57.52.

Chandler Bower was 
21st with a time of 58.57, 
while Hurst was 22nd at 
59.41.

S o u t h ’ s  F l y n n 
Mackrell, Drew Rulison, 
Peter Weglarz and White 
fi nished 31st, 34th, 37th 
and 43rd with times of 
1:01.44, 1:02.06, 1:02.67 
and 1:04.80.

For North, Agius and 
Gehlert placed 24th and 
27th with times of 59.94 
and 1:00.47.

North’s Peabody was 
39th in the 100-yard 

freestyle with a time of 
55.75.

S o u t h ’ s  B r i g g s , 
Currier, Akkary, Krotche, 
Chunn, Wilson and Jack 
Corrion finished first, 
third, eighth, ninth, 27th 
and 41st with times of 
48.28, 49.75, 50.82, 
51.02, 53.28, 55.45 and 
56.00.

In the 500-yard free-
style, English, Gelle and 
Dixon were in the top 10 
for the Blue Devils, tak-
ing third, sixth and ninth 
with times of 4:52.99, 
5:01.26 and 5:04.97.

Event #8: 500 free
For the Norsemen, 

Agius placed 25th with a 
time of 5:34.88.

South’s 200-freestye 
relay team of Rahmaan, 
Currier, Akkary and 
Briggs set a new county 
record with a fi rst-place 
time of 1:28.13, and 
N o r t h ’ s  t e a m  o f 
Donahue, Agius, Schaaf 
and Carlino placed sev-
enth at 1:36.14.

Carlino and Donahue 
finished 18th and 21st 
for North with times of 
59.02 and 59.37 in the 
100-yard backstroke.

For South, Rahmaan, 
Mackrell and Gelle fin-
ished second, third and 
ninth with times of 
53.55, 56.02 and 58.02.

Other Blue Devils 
who completed in the 
even t  were  A idan 
Lezotte, 21st at 1:00.12; 
R o b e r t s ,  2 9 t h  a t 
1 : 0 3 . 2 0 ;  F l y n n 
Mackre l l ,  32nd  a t 
1:03.88; Weglarz, 33rd 
at 1:04.08; Rulison, 
38th at 1:04.52; Thomas 

Drawbaugh, 40th at 
1 :05 .13 ;  and  Luke 
Dixon, 53rd at 1:08.20.

For South in the 100-
yard  breas ts t roke , 
Vandeputte was sixth 
with a time of 1:00.23, 
while Jogan was ninth at 
1:02.12; Costello was 
12th at 1:03.83; Nugent 
was 18th at 1:05.62; 
Johnson was 23rd at 
1:06.93; Chris Bower 
was 26th at 1:07.90; and 
Rogowski was 28th at 
1:08.79.

For the Norsemen, 
Schaaf was 10th with a 
time of 1:03.34, while 
Donahue placed 21st at 
1:06.16. Carlino and Kyle 
MacGillis fi nished 34th 
and 47th with times of 
1:10.16 and 1:12.44.

In the fi nal event, the 
400-yard freestyle relay, 
South’s Gelle, English, 
Currier and Akkary fi n-
ished second with a time 
of 3:18.61, while North’s 
C a r l i n o,  G e h l e r t , 
Donahue and Schaaf 
placed fi fth at 3:29.03.

Coming up for mem-
bers of the Norsemen 
and Blue Devils is the 
a n n u a l  M i c h i g a n 
Interscholastic Coaches 
Swim Association meet 
Friday and Saturday, 
Feb. 14-15, at Calvin 
College.

Later this month, 
South hosts the MAC 
R e d  D i v i s i o n 
Championship meet.

Competing against the 
B l u e  D e v i l s  a r e 
C h i p p e w a  Va l l e y, 
Macomb Dakota, Fraser, 
Utica Eisenhower and 
Grosse Pointe North.

By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

Blue Devils defeat Norsemen

MeetMeet

WillowWillow
4 Year Old4 Year Old

FemaleFemale
ShorthairShorthair
Black catBlack cat

(313) 884-1551
www.gpaas.org

Meet

ChicoChico
6 Year Old Male6 Year Old Male

ChihuahuaChihuahua
Tan & WhiteTan & White

11 lbs11 lbs

We do 
Adoptions by
appointment
until our new 
facility opens 
this month.
Call us or 
email...
gpaas@

wowway.biz

021320

With the change of seasons and age, 
old dooors do not work as well as they 
used to. With expert care, they can be 
restored to their original beauty, security 
and ease of use for you to enjoy for 
years to come.

Call us today! We can help...

• Weather strip • Lock restoration
• Plane and adjust • New hardware

Old-Door Specialist
Village Lock are experts in the repair and 

maintenance of the grand old doors of Grosse Pointe
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Wrestling

NORTH & SOUTH

Grosse Pointe North 
and Grosse Pointe South 
wrestling teams com-
peted in the Macomb 
Area Conference Blue/
Gold/Silver Division 
Tournament last week-
end.

Warren Mott won the 
title with 191.5 points, 
followed by St. Clair 
Shores Lakeview at 138, 
Utica at 127, St. Clair at 
108.5, Warren Cousino at 
108, Port Huron Northern 
at 94, Grosse Pointe 
South at 81 and Grosse 
Pointe North at 79.

The teams finishing 
behind the Blue Devils 
and Norsemen were St. 
Clair Shores Lake Shore, 
Clawson, Hazel Park, 
Madison Heights/Bishop 
Foley, L’Anse Creuse 
North, Warren Lincoln, 
Center Line, New Haven, 
Sterling Heights, St. Clair 
Shores South Lake, Port 

H u r o n ,  Wa r r e n 
Fitzgerald, Eastpointe 
East Detroit and Sterling 
Heights Stevenson.

South head coach 
Patrick Salazar led his 
Blue Devils to another 
MAC Silver Division reg-
ular season title, and was 
the top finisher among 
those teams in the tour-
nament.

Leading the way for the 
Blue Devils was Morgan 
Richards, who lost a 4-0 
decision to Mott’s Colin 
Gaddey in the 112-pound 
championship match.

In the consolation 
finals, Sean O’Connell 
lost by pin to Port Huron 
Northern’s  Andrew 
Howison in the 145-
pound division, and 
Graham Romer dropped 
a 10-8 decision to Sterling 
Heights’ Jarvis Elia in the 
160-pound division.

The Norsemen, under 
head coach Derek 
Davison, had three grap-
plers compete for gold 

medals.
Artan Berisha won a 

16-4 major decision over 
L a k e v i e w ’ s  Ky l e 
Cichowski in the 152-
pound division, while 
Logan Ladach lost a 10-7 
decision to Lake Shore’s 
Conner Canter in the 
125-pound division.

In addition, in the 160-
pound division Elliot 
Lyman took the silver 
medal after dropping a 
6-1 decision to St. Clair’s 
John Westfall.

Next for the North and 
South wrestlers is a 
Division 1 individual dis-
t r i c t  t o u r n a m e n t 
Saturday, Feb. 15, at 
L’Anse Creuse.

Competitors are from 
Chippewa Valley, Fraser, 
L’Anse Creuse, Macomb 
Dakota, L’Anse Creuse 
North, Anchor Bay, 
Roseville, Lake Shore, 
Lakeview,  Ster l ing 
Heights, Warren Cousino 
and Warren De La Salle 
high schools.

Blue Devils,
Norsemen
earn high marks
By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

Basketball

NORTH GIRLS, L IGGETT  BOYS

The Grosse Pointe 
North girls basketball 
team extended its win-
ning streak to fi ve games 
with wins over Warren 
Cousino and Detroit 
Country Day.

The Norsemen opened 
the week with a 43-19 
M a c o m b  A r e a 
Conference Red Division 
win over Cousino.

The pressure defense 
got to the Patriots. Junior 
Maddie Kohler led the 
way with 17 points.

Last weekend, the 
Norsemen forced 21 
turnovers in a 72-22 
home victory over the 
o n c e - s t a t e  p o w e r 
Country Day.

The led 16-7 after the 
fi rst quarter, and used a 
23-10 second quarter to 
build a comfortable 39-17 
halftime lead.

Nine different players 

scored, led by senior 
Christina Braker with 16 
points.

Junior Meadow Venet 
added 14 points, followed 
by freshman Sophia 
Borowski with 10, Kohler 
with nine, junior Jordan 
Solomon with seven, 
senior Hannah Davis 
with five, freshman 
Annabel Ayrault with 
f i v e ,  s o p h o m o r e 
Elizabeth Siciliano with 
four and freshman Mia 
Stephanoff with two.

Grosse Pointe North 
clinched the No. 3 seed in 
of the MAC Red Division 
with a 6-3 mark and is 
11-4 overall.

North travels to Utica, 
the No. 2 seed from the 
MAC White Division, on 
Thursday, Feb. 13, in its 
tournament quarterfi nal 
game.

ULS boys
The University Liggett 

School boys basketball 

team got back on the 
winning track last week, 
beating Allen Park 
Cabrini 66-25 and West 
Bloomfield Frankel 
Jewish Academy 73-47.

In the first contest 
junior Terrance Hurt led 
the way with 13 points, 
while junior Michael 
Clark had nine and junior 
Cameron Strong had 
seven as the Knights 
broke a modest two-
game losing streak.

Three players led the 
offense against Frankel 
Jewish Academy as 
Strong and Clark scored 
15 points apiece, and 
junior Sawyer Szajenko 
had 10.

ULS improved to 6-2 in 
the Catholic League 
Intersectional II Division 
and 8-7 overall.

The Knights finish 
their league schedule 
with a 7 p.m. road game 
Friday, Feb. 14, against 
Waterford Lakes.

Easy victories
By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

College signings

GROSSE POINTE SOUTH

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

College-bound athletes
Grosse Pointe South seniors Rachel Kostrzewa and Grant Hart, sitting, and 
James Doerer and Nick Fannon, standing, each recently signed a National 
Letter of Intent to play college sports, starting in the fall of 2020. Kostrzewa is 
competing in cheerleading for head coach Michelle Sabourin at Alma College. 
Alma’s competitive cheer season starts in February and ends at the end of April. 
The team’s routines include stunts, and the team won a Division III national 
championship in 2018. Hart is going to compete in football at Grand Valley 
State University for head coach Matt Mitchell. The Lakers fi nished 8-3 in 2019, 
and open the 2020 campaign Thursday, Sept. 3, at Edinboro University of 
Pennsylvania. GVSU is one of the top Division II programs in the nation. 
Doerer and Fannon are also playing football at Valparaiso University and 
Butler University, respectively. Landon Fox is the head coach of Valparaiso and 
the team fi nished 1-11 in 2019. They compete in the Pioneer Football League of 
the NCAA Division I Football Championship Subdivision, and open the 2020 
season Thursday, Sept. 3, at North Dakota State University. Butler is in the 
same conference as Valparaiso and the head coach is Jeff Voris. The Bulldogs 
fi nished 3-9 in 2019. They open the 2020 season Saturday, Sept. 9, at South 
Dakota State University. The Valpo/Butler game is scheduled for Saturday, Oct. 
24., at Valparaiso.

FROM THE SPORTS DESK

The Kansas City Chiefs 
won its fi rst Super Bowl 
since 1970 with a come-
from-behind 31-20 win 
over the San Francisco 
49’ers in Super Bowl LIV 
in Miami Sunday, Feb. 2.

The Chiefs scored 21 
fourth-quarter points to 
pull out the win. This is 
the same team the Detroit 
Lions should have beat 
earlier in the season.

Yes, the Lions. The 
lowly Lions had the 
Chiefs on the ropes, but 
lost.

The Chiefs were out-
played for three quarters. 
Thanks to quarterback 
Patrick Mahomes mak-
ing several magical plays 
in the fi nal quarter and 
the defense stepping up 
to play their best with the 
game on the line, the 
Chiefs delivered.

Mahomes was 26 of 42 
for 286 yards with two 
touchdowns and two 
interceptions. He also 
ran for 29 yards with one 

TD. He was named the 
Super  Bowl  Most 
Valuable Player.

The defense had a huge 
quarterback sack late in 
the fourth quarter on a 
fourth down play, plus 
picked off 49’ers QB 
Jimmy Garoppolo twice, 
to secure the win.

KC head coach Andy 
R e i d  t o o k  t h e 
Philadelphia Eagles to 
the Super Bowl years 
ago. This was his second 
try at the Lombardi 
Trophy.

The Chiefs are in posi-
tion to make it back-to-
back titles next season, 
thanks to Mahomes and 
his dynamic group of 
receivers. They are a 
complete team.

Maybe our Lions will 
make a run at making 
Super Bowl LV. Don’t 
count on it.

They have a weak head 
coach and general man-
ager.

They have the third 

pick in the 2020 draft and 
should get a great player 
with that pick, not a tight 
end like they did in 2019.

The city of Detroit 
would go bananas if it 
won the Super Bowl. I 
hope it happens in my 
lifetime.

I don’t see it happening 
with the Ford family own-
ing the franchise.

Whi le  we watch 
another losing season or 
8-8 at the best next sea-
son, other teams will be 
making deep runs in the 
postseason.

It’s the same old song 
and dance.

At least the team I 
rooted for won. I am a 
Mahomes fan and I like 
the Chiefs.

Maybe they make it 
back-to-back in 2021 
Super Bowl when it’s 
played Feb. 7 at Raymond 
James Stadium in Tampa, 
Fla.

— By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

Maybe Lions mimic
what Chiefs do

GOLF

The 2019 Mei jer 
LPGA Class ic  for 
Simply Give was recog-
nized as the Most 
Family Friendly and 
B e s t  “ F o o d i e ” 
Experience on Tour 
during the Gold Driver 
Awards held by the 
LPGA tournament part-
ners.

The Gold Driver 
Awards are determined 
by a panel of three inde-
pendent judges who uti-
l ize  a  point-based 
system to determine 
winners in 10 catego-
ries from the 33 LPGA 
Tour events.

The Most Family 

Fr iend ly  event  i s 
awarded to the tourna-
ment that best incorpo-
rated family-friendly 
elements through spon-
sors, events and ticket 
packages.

The Meijer LPGA 
Classic took fi rst place 
in this category for 
Discovery Land, the 
kids’ destination that 
doubled in size — to 
4,300 square feet — to 
incorporate more toys 
and activities for young 
golf fans.

It was also recognized 
for the unprecedented 
addition of a Family 
Care Area, called The 

Kimberly Clark Family 
Care Area, for nursing 
mothers and parents to 
utilize during tourna-
ment week.

It was the fi rst time a 
tournament on the 
LPGA Tour added spe-
cifi c rooms for lactation 
use and diaper chang-
ing on the golf course.

The 2020 Mei jer 
LPGA Classic will be 
held June 8-14 at 
Blythefield Country 
Club and will host a full 
fi eld of 144 of the best 
women golfers for 72 
holes of stroke play 
over four days of com-
petition.

Meijer gets job done
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406 ESTATE SALES

Stefek’s February Fine Art
& Mid-Century Auction

Online Only on 
LiveAuctioneers.com

Thursday, February 20th
6:00 p.m.

See our website for preview details:
www.stefeksauctions.com
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505 LOST & FOUND

FOUND in Harper
Woods:  Shorthair
gray and white front
declawed adult cat,
female Rottweiler.
Call Grosse Pointe
Animal Adoption
Society at 313-884-
1551.

600 CARS

602 FORD

Find Your New
Best Friend 

In The 
(313)882-6900 ext. 1

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

(313)882-6900 ext. 1(313)882-6900 ext. 1

IN THE CLASSIFIEDS



6C   GROSSE POINTE NEWS, FEBRUARY 13, 2020                PHONE: (313) 882-6900 EXT. 1       WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COM                PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD TODAY!

DIRECTORY OF SERVICES
Some classifications are not required by law to be licensed. Please check with the proper state agency to verify license.

RENTAL REAL ESTATE

Solution for
last week’s

puzzle 2/6/20

Solution Time: 21 minutes© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

0
2
1
3
2
0

Solution for
last weeks 

puzzle 2/6/20

2/13/20

700 APTS/FLATS/DUPLEX
POINTES/HARPER WOODS HAVE THE GROSSE POINTE NEWS DELIVERED TO YOUR HOME EVERY WEEK.

313 343.5578CALL today!

is your LEADING SOURCELEADING SOURCE
The Grosse Pointe News

for Local InformationLocal Information

911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK 911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK 927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

929 DRYWALL / PLASTERING

929 DRYWALL / PLASTERING

934 FENCES

936 FLOOR SANDING /
REFINISHING

942 GARAGES

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

945 HANDYMAN

945 HANDYMAN

A

(313)237-7607
(586)215-4388
(810)908-4888

945 HANDYMAN

946 HAULING / MOVING

948 INSULATION

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

957 PLUMBING
& INSTALLATION

960 ROOFING SERVICES

981 WINDOW WASHING

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

CLASSIFIEDS


