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CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — Kercheval 
Company LLC, which 
has 23 tenants — along 
with three vacancies — 
in The Village, began the 
process this week of 
working with its tenants 
on what is necessary for 

them to continue opera-
tions, as small business-
es in Michigan reopen.

“What we’re as much 
interested in as anything 
is that they get on their 
feet and they’re profi t-
able, so we have to be 
fl exible and they have to 
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GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Biracial yet fair-
skinned, Bianca Garcia re-
members seeing her black 
classmates mistreated 
during school. The Grosse 
Pointe South graduate em-
pathized, but she wasn’t 
always sure what kind of 
support to offer in a com-
plex world where discrim-

ination wasn’t always 
overt, but struck her as no 
less oppressive.

“I had many friends 
who were followed home 
by police,” Garcia said. 
“There was a notion that 
if you were black and you 
went to Grosse Pointe 
schools you were using a 
fake address or paying a 
white person to use their 

‘Red Line’ protest 
demands racial 
equality in Pointes
By Eddie B. Allen Jr.
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — George R. 
McMullen Jr. will return to 
city council, fi lling the po-
sition he vacated in March 
after being diagnosed with 

pancreatic cancer.
Council members voted 

6-0 during a Monday, June 
15 virtual session to 
appoint McMullen, allow-
ing him to fi nish his term, 
following progress in his 
medical treatment.

Council members Art 

Bryant and Vicki Granger 
spoke in favor of 
McMullen’s return after 
Mayor Robert Novitke 
said he was “delighted” to 
share that McMullen’s 
health has improved.

“I fully support that,” 
Granger said. “I don’t 

need to say any more. I’m 
totally in favor of George 
coming back on council.”

Elected in 2017, 
McMullen said in March 
that residents who voted 
him into a full term 

By Eddie B. Allen Jr.
Staff Writer

McMullen returns to city council

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — A family of 
six is among dozens of 
Pointes residents recov-
ering from a severe 
storm, fallen trees and 
related damage that oc-
curred Wednesday, June 
10. Jason and Natalie 
Bruveris escaped, along 
with their four children, 

as their home in the 
1800 block of Hunt Club 
caught fi re, but they lost 
all of their possessions 
in the blaze.

A GoFundMe effort 
for the residents was 
immediately launched, 
raising almost $85,000 
by Monday, June 15. 
The amount surpassed 
an initial $81,000 goal. 
The new target fi gure of 
the fundraising effort to 

support Jason Bruveris, 
assistant principal at 
Dakota High School in 
Macomb Township, his 
wife Natalie, a Monteith 
Elementary School kin-
dergarten teacher, and 
their family is $100,000.

“The response to their 
cause has been amazing 
and the family is truly 
thankful,” reads a post 
at the GoFundMe site. 
“Many people are still 

asking how they can 
help.  At this time, the 
family is still unsure of 
their needs. If you want 
to continue your mone-
tary donations, all funds 
will go directly to the 
family to use as they 
wish.”

The surge from a 
fallen power line might 
have caused the blaze to 

By Eddie B. Allen Jr.
Staff Writer

Windy weather wreaks havoc in Woods

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — Joining the 
City of Grosse Pointe, 
which passed a similar 
resolution last month, 
the Farms is now en-
abling restaurants to 
expand their dining ar-
eas into public spaces 
such as sidewalks, 

parking areas and 
streets, in an effort to 
help businesses reopen 
and serve more custom-
ers while there are lim-
its on capacity.

The initiative was 
passed as part of the 
consent agenda during 
the virtual  counci l 
meeting Monday, June 8.

“By giving some flex-
ibility and expediting 

the process to allow 
more activity on the 
street, it will expand 
the number of patrons 
that the businesses can 
provide services for 
under social distancing 
rules,” City Manager 
S h a n e  R e e s i d e 
explained, “and it really 
gives our residents, too, 

Restaurants expand into public space
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Rent forgiveness, 
reduction offered 
to Village businesses
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer
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Luxe Bar & Grill patrons sit outside along Kercheval 
on The Hill.

PHOTO BY JACK RYAN

Greg Bowens, who co-founded the Grosse Pointe-
Harper Woods NAACP chapter, addresses the 
crowd.

DRONE PHOTO BY JACK RYAN/SKYVIEW AERIAL PRODUCTIONS

A tree toppled onto a house on Torrey in Grosse Pointe Woods during last Wednesday’s storm.
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GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— An old plan to reopen a 
neighborhood restaurant 
has a new look.

When Red Crown, the 
popular eatery known for 
its facade resembling a 
Standard Oil service sta-
tion, closed in February, a 
public reintroduction 
was already scheduled 
for spring. Instead, the 
state-ordered shutdown 
of restaurant dining 
rooms due to a world-
wide health crisis kept 
Red Crown’s doors 
locked for months.

“We were excited about 
remodeling the inside 
and nobody’s been able 
to see it,” owner Shery 
Cotton said.

But since Red Crown 
couldn’t bring customers 
inside to the tables, it 
brought tables outside to 
t h e  c u s t o m e r s : 
Wednesday, June 17 
began the grand reopen-
ing and summer service 
of savory, Southern-style 
entrees and snacks in the 

restaurant’s parking lot, 
which has become an 
expanded patio.

“I’m just excited to be 
reopening,” Cotton said. 
“People are eager to get 
back out to eat after 
being inside for weeks.”

Added incentive for 
both returning customers 
and fi rst-time patrons are 
menu items by Red 

Crown’s new chef Brian 
Psenski, who uses locally 
sourced suppliers like 
Fairway Packing Co., 
which is owned by 
Pointes residents.

“We want to change 
people’s mentality about 
what barbecue is,” 
Psenski said. “It’s not just 
smothered in sauce, 
slapped on a plate.”

Styles and influences 
f r o m  Ko r e a n  t o 
Caribbean wil l  be 
refl ected in Red Crown’s 
recipes, which also 
i n c l u d e  n o n - m e a t 
options, Psenski said. 
Classic burgers and 
shakes also are available 
for guests during regular 
h o u r s  We d n e s d a y 
through  Sa turday. 

Sunday’s menu offers 
brunch.

“ We’re trying to 
broaden everyone’s hori-
zons,” Psenski said.

Along with horizons of 
the palate, Cotton and 
Psenski hope to expand 
summer dining interest 
with Red Crown’s new 
outdoor setup. The gated 
lot with brightly painted, 
umbrella-covered seating 
attracted several pass-
ersby in the Park during a 
pre-launch event June 11.

Psenski said newly lim-
ited dine-in guidelines 
could work to the restau-
rant’s advantage, since 
its outdoor area, includ-
ing a fi re pit available for 
reservation, seats as 
many as 60.

“The way that our din-
ing room is set up, we’d 
only be able to serve 
about five tables,” 
Psenski said.  “We 
thought, ‘You know 
what? We have a great, 
big parking lot. Why not 
turn it into a giant 
patio?’”

Additional health and 
safety measures include 

the use of digital QR 
technology that lets cus-
tomers order with cell 
phones, reducing contact 
with paper menus. 
Condiment containers 
will be regularly sani-
tized after customer use.

Even though patrons 
can’t enjoy Red Crown’s 
interior remodeling right 
away, Cotton said she’s 
hopeful the combination 
of sunny days, foot traffi c 
and good food will be 
enough to lure them to 
15301 Kercheval. The 
journey since she and her 
son, Jon, fi rst explored 
the site for purchase 
seven years ago has been 
rewarding, she added.

“It’s really become a 
family place. A lot of peo-
ple bring their kids here,” 
Cotton said.

Red Crown’s growth 
and the newest expan-
sion can largely be cred-
ited to team members 
who’ve “worked non-
stop keeping the place 
going,” she added.

Despite challenges, 
Cotton said, “It’s been 
fun.”

By Eddie B. Allen Jr.
Staff Writer

Red Crown reopens with outdoor expansion

DRONE PHOTO BY JACK RYAN/SKYVIEW AERIAL PRODUCTIONS

Red Crown expanded its seating area into its parking lot.

be flexible,” said Jim 

Bellanca, manager of 
Kercheval Company.

The measures are 
being determined on an 
individualized basis and 

likely will fi t into one of 
three avenues.

“In some cases we are 
forgiving rent for a spec-
ified period of time,” 
Bellanca explained. “In 
some cases we are 
extending terms to allow 
a reduced rent for a 
period of t ime. In 
instances where tenants 
need additional relief, 
we are considering 
allowing reduced rent to 
be paid back after the 
fi rst of the year.”

The programs are 
based upon the busi-
nesses’ use and start-up 

date, since many restau-
rants were able to stay 
open with carryout, 
offi ce tenants were able 
to work remotely in a 
similar way to when 
they had been open, 
some retail tenants were 
able to open last week 
and a few others still 
have not opened.

“The other consider-
ation that we took 
relates to whether there 
was relief available to 
them through the fed-
eral government, the 
state of Michigan or the 
county of  Wayne,” 

Bellanca said, “and in 
some cases, people were 
able to take advantage 
of both the PPP loans as 
well as grants that were 
otherwise available or 
other loans that were 
available.”

To date, Choices Bath 
& Body has become the 
only one of Kercheval 
Company’s tenants in 
The Village to close as a 
result of the pandemic. 

“We were very sorry to 
hear that,” Bellanca 
said. “She was hit with a 
double whammy. Not 
only was she required to 

close both locations that 
she has, (but) all of her 
inventory became out-
dated because most of 
the stuff she sold, she 
made and had a shelf life 
on it.”

According to Bellanca, 
the current overall state 
of his tenants in The 
Village is “cautiously 
optimistic.

“Most of my tenants 
are positive about the 
future and hopeful that 
citizens or customers of 
all the Grosse Pointes 
will continue to support 
them,” he said.

VILLAGE:
Continued from page 1A

25305 Little Mack Ave. Saint Clair Shores, MI 48081
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deserved an explanation 
of why he wouldn’t con-
tinue serving. Some 
friends and supporters 
urged him to remain with 
the council, McMullen 
said, but he was advised 
to reserve his energy for 
undergoing treatment and 
overcoming the diagnosis.

According to city guide-
lines, the council could 
have voted to immedi-
ately appoint a replace-
ment for McMullen or 
delay fi lling the seat until 
the next city election. But 
perhaps none of the coun-
cil members imagined 
vot ing to  appoint 
McMullen to his own 
vacated position.

McMullen was “looking 
forward to getting back to 

serving the city and the 
residents,” he told the 
mayor and council.

Council also voted 4-2 
in support of a motion by 
Bryant, chairman of the 
compensation and evalu-
ation committee, to reap-
point City Administrator 
Bruce Smith, City Clerk 
Lisa Hathaway and 
Treasurer-Comptroller 
Cathy Behrens to serve 
another year, ending July 

2021, and give all three a 
2.5 percent raise. 

A recommendation by 
C o u n c i l m a n  To d d 
M c C o n a g h y  t h a t 
Hathaway’s performance 
be evaluated for six 
months, due to com-
plaints from city employ-
ees and citizens, before 
she’d be eligible to receive 
a retroactive pay increase 
led to his and Granger’s 
dissenting votes.

RETURNS:
Continued from page 1A

ignite in a rear bed-
room.

No injuries and no 
deaths were reported 
among the seven fires 
and 13 fallen or dam-
aged trees related to the 
severe weather, said 
Grosse Pointe Woods 
Public Safety Director 
John Kosanke.

“We had all of our 
mutual aid partners 
helping,” he said.

There were 43 calls to 
public safety related to 
damaged power lines, 

Kosanke added.
Stephen T. Poloni, 

director of public safety 
for the City of Grosse 
Pointe and Grosse 
Pointe Park, called the 
mutual aid from his fi re 
and rescue offi cers “out-
standing.”

“Departments from 
Grosse Pointe City and 
Grosse Pointe Park 
spent much of the eve-
ning in the Woods, help-
ing them put out fires 
and take care of downed 
wires,” Poloni said.

Fires broke out in 
garages and basements 
in the Park and Woods, 
he added.

WINDY:
Continued from page 1A

A large tree fell on the Williams family property, on 
Mack in Grosse Pointe Farms — the home of 
Haunted Garage Productions.

PHOTOS BY JACK RYAN

An uprooted tree on Allard in Grosse Pointe Farms.

COURTESY PHOTO

Firefi ghters respond to a fi re on Hunt Club in 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

PHOTO COURTESY OF KENN GAFA

A garage on Van Antwerp in Grosse Pointe Woods 
caught fi re last week.

THE GROSSE POINTES — In part-
nership with the Grosse Pointe 
Public School System, the five 
Pointe public safety departments 
have come together to create an an-
nual fi re safety program for chil-
dren. 

Two individuals from each 
department have formed a fi re pre-
vention team that will go into 
GPPSS elementary schools and to 
events to provide the education. As 
part of the mutual-aid group with 
the Pointes, Harper Woods also is 
anticipated to join the effort.

“After the tragic fi re on Fisher 
Road, we had determined to make 
public education for children a pri-
ority, so at that time, I had met with 
the mayors and (city) managers, as 
well as the other directors of public 
safety to propose a program that 
would promote that goal,” said 
Stephen Poloni, director of public 

safety for the City and Park.
While COVID-19 stalled the proj-

ect since the fi re prevention team 
could not gather for training, it is on 
course to begin this upcoming 
school year.

“This will be something that will 
go on for as long as (it can),” Poloni 
said. “We’ll reach a certain age 
group every year so that as new 
kids come in, we’ll continue to edu-
cate them. This is going to be a per-
manent part of our departments.”

Incorporated within the program 
will be an assignment sent home to 
parents to discuss with their chil-
dren an escape plan, location of fi re 
extinguishers, smoke detectors and 
more.

“We want the parents involved 
with the education along with the 
kids,” Poloni explained.

Through fundraising and resi-
dent donations, the effort already 
has raised more than $30,000, the 
approximate amount needed to 
purchase equipment, materials and 

get the project off the ground. 
“We have enough now to initially 

start,” Poloni said. “Obviously, if 
somebody wants to contribute, 
we’ll put it in for next year and the 
year after.” 

Anyone interested in donating 
can reach out to Poloni via the City 
or Park public safety department. 

“If somebody needs a smoke 
detector or somebody needs some 
other things for fi re detection or for 
getting out of a home, we want to 
be able to hopefully have funding at 
some point to be able to help pro-
vide that for those that can’t afford 
it,” he said.

While the program will mainly 
focus on elementary schools, “We 
will be looking at other ways to 
reach out to our seniors and some 
other things,” Poloni said. “Our pri-
mary goal at this point is to work 
with the elementary schools and 
younger children to get them pre-
pared, but we’re looking at other 
endeavors along with that.”

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Fire safety training coming to elementaries

GROSSE POINTE PARK — A pair 
of 4-3 city council votes helped clear 
the way for a new Department of 
Public Works building on Mack 
Avenue, following a Monday, June 8 
virtual meeting.

A previously tabled agenda item 
addressing Northwest Tax 
Increment Finance Authority’s bud-
get amendments, which would sup-
port the DPW’s relocation from its 
aging Jefferson facility, was 
approved by a margin of one. Mayor 
Robert Denner and council mem-
bers Dan Grano, Michele Hodges 
and Jim Robson voted in support of 
the resolution, while Vikas Relan, 
Lauri Read and Aimeé Rogers Fluitt 
dissented. 

A related TIFA item allowing the 
city to back a bond for TIFA through 
a full faith and credit pledge won 
support with an identical 4-3 out-
come and identical voting by mem-
bers. The city’s backing of the bond 
ensured the most favorable bond 
rating by making the Park respon-
sible, in the event that TIFA is unable 
to fi nance expenses related to the $4 
million DPW move, offi cials said.

Council discussion of the Park’s 
deteriorating DPW building began 
last December. Built in the 1920s, 
the current DPW is inadequate for 
storage, forcing the city to house 
pieces of equipment in various 
spaces like city parks, administra-
tors said. TIFA agreed to buy prop-
erty at Mack and Wayburn and enter 
an agreement with the city to take 
over the building, which would be 

occupied by a staff of 12.
TIFA was designed to help revital-

ize the Park district bordered by 
Mack on the north, Jefferson on the 
south, the city limit on the west and 
the alley between Beaconsfi eld and 
Nottingham on the east. But some 
community residents have sug-
gested the true reason behind TIFA’s 
plan to move the DPW is supporting 
development of a more controver-
sial project, the A. Paul and Carol C. 
Schaap Center for the Performing 
Arts and the Richard and Jane 
Manoogian Art Gallery, near the 
current DPW location.

Other council members and resi-
dents have raised concerns and 
objections about the DPW effort due 
to ongoing uncertainties about how 
the community will recover from 
economic recession.

By Eddie B. Allen Jr.
Staff Writer

Council votes to pave way for new DPW

The City of Grosse Pointe 
received its new fi re truck 
last week. Public Safety of-
fi cers soon will be trained 
on it.
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After working at 
Ascension St. John 
Hospital for 16 years, 
Shiva Maralani became 
the first woman to be 
chief of urology, joining 
other recently appointed 
women to high positions, 
including the chief of 
transplants, head of 
breast cancer and head of 
gynecology.

The Grosse Pointe 
Farms resident fell into 
her love for urology 
nearly by accident during 
her time in medical 
school. She had been 
intrigued by general sur-
gery, but found all such 
electives booked after 
procrastinating until the 
last second to sign up. 

“Nobody took urology,” 
she remembered. “So my 
adviser said, ‘OK, well 
you’ve got to do three 
rotations.’” 

She met her husband, 
Mark Herman, who cur-
rently is a general sur-
geon at Troy Beaumont 
but at the time also was a 
resident, a week after 
moving to Detroit; the 
two married a couple 
months after she fi nished 
her residency.

“Here I am now, first 
woman in (the Wayne 
State Urology) residency, 

fi rst woman to graduate 
the residency (and) fi rst 
woman to come into the 
east side practicing,” she 
said.

At the time she com-
pleted her residency, she 
estimated there were 
probably 200 women 
urologists in the country. 
Today, only 8 percent of 
urologists are women.

“It’s kind of funny 
because even back then 
we had some issues with 
getting women into urol-
ogy programs, so I didn’t 
send a picture,” Maralani 
said. “It wasn’t required. 
It was optional, so I didn’t 
send a picture when I 
applied for residency. 
Nobody could tel l 
whether I was male or 
female, so I just showed 

up on my interviews and 
it worked out OK.” 

Now, 26 years later, 
urology has turned out to 
be the best of both worlds.

“You’re a surgeon, but 
you also see some of your 
patients in long-term fol-
low up, so you really have 
a chance to get to know 
some of your patients 
long term and take care 
of their children or their 
parents,” she explained, 
“and then if you’ve been 
around long enough, you 
end up taking care of 
maybe multiple genera-
tions of a family.”

Having been chief of 
urology at Ascension St. 
John four years, she con-
siders every day a good 
day when you like what 
you do.

“I have to say, I love 
working for her,” said 
Stacie Borowicz, execu-
tive medical assistant. 
“Not only as my boss and 
someone I respect, but 
also someone that has 
become my friend. She is 
one of a kind and I’m for-
ever grateful for her.”

Through her additional 
position as a clinical 
instructor for the Wayne 
State Urology Program, 
Maralani also has worked 
to make women in urol-
ogy more visible. 

She has been boarded 
in urology, as well as 
female pelvic medicine 
and reconstructive sur-
gery and was involved in 
training the robotics team 
at Ascension St. John.

“I always tell my kids 
you have to always 
remain curious, because 
curiosity is what makes 
you improve,” she said. 
“The way we practice 
now might not be the way 
we practiced 20 years ago 
or the way we’re going to 
practice in 20 years. 
When I was a resident, 
there was no robotic sur-
gery. That’s been around 
since I was a resident and 
if we weren’t curious, I 
wouldn’t have been out 
there learning it 10 years 
ago, so I think you have to 
remain curious so that 
you remain updated with 

your skills.”
However, the chief of 

urology looks past acco-
lades when considering 
her greatest accomplish-
ments in the medical 
fi eld.

“When other physi-
cians send you their fam-
ily members ... then you 
feel like you have gained 

their trust,” she noted.
Outside of her career, 

Maralani loves to ski and 
garden and is the mother 
of two high school stu-
dents, Ariana and Sophia.

“For me, being a physi-
cian is part of who I am,” 
she said. “Being a mom 
and a wife is a very major 
part of it as well.”

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Making a path for women in medicine to follow

PHOTOS COURTESY OF  SHIVA MARALANI

Shiva Maralani prepares to see a patient with 
COVID-19.

Maralani along with her husband, Mark, and daugh-
ters, Ariana and Sophia, during a 2019 trip to China.

address.”
In an explosive 2016 

social media exchange 
between South students, 
when “people all over the 
world saw my classmates 
doing something racist,” 
Garcia said her concerns 
intensifi ed.

“When you feel like 
somebody sitting next to 
you in your history class is 
wishing death upon you 
and your entire race, how 
do you feel comfortable at 

school?” she asked.
Years later, at 22, Garcia 

sees herself as part of a 
nationwide movement 
toward racial reckoning 
on behalf of her old high 
school friends and the 
populations they repre-
sent. With help from Kori 
Webb, Garcia organized 
and held a demonstration, 
“Marching the Red Line,” 
Friday, June 12, at the bor-
der of Grosse Pointe Park 
and Detroit, marching 
north from Alter and 
Kercheval.

Webb, 21, said she was 
one of the friends Garcia knew while Webb 

attempted to navigate the 
complex maze of racism 
as a young woman. She 

recounted both personal 
experiences and incidents 
she observed in the 
Pointes, including a dou-

ble-standard that kept a 
black student from attend-
ing prom and jokes from 
adults, suggesting a black 
student was “in jail” the 
day of school registration 
after his mother couldn’t 
fi nd him.

“Northern Europeans 
had an easier time moving 
to or living in Grosse 
Pointe,” Webb told 
“Marching the Red Line” 
participants. “The system 
was designed to keep out 
as many Jewish and 
southern Europeans as 
possible, while black peo-
ple were not allowed to 
live here until the 1970s.

“Even today if you call 
about buying a house and 
use your ‘white voice,’ 
they’re generally a lot 
nicer on the phone than 
when you show up and 
they see your skin color,” 
she said.

Approximately 200 
demonstrators and par-
ticipants, including 
Cynthia Douglas, presi-
dent of the Grosse 
Pointes-Harper Woods 
chapter of the NAACP, 
attended. Greg Bowens, 
co-founder of the chapter, 
also addressed the crowd.

“We are tired of dying,” 

Douglas said, referring to 
excessive force against 
black citizens by law 
enforcement.

Demonstrators carried 
signs demanding social 
justice as Garcia led 
them, speaking through a 
megaphone.

A community organizer 
and political science stu-
dent planning to enroll at 
Wayne State University, 
Garcia announced a plan 
to demand of elected offi -
cials and administrators 
that:

◆ all fi ve of the Pointes 
hire black public safety 
offi cers;

◆ all infrastructure bar-
riers between Detroit and 
Grosse Pointe Park be 
removed;

◆ racially coded terms 
describing crime sus-
pects be eliminated from 
communication by police 
offi cers;

◆ a community-led 
oversight board for law 
enforcement be formed 
for all fi ve Pointes;

◆ revised and updated 
black history curriculum 
be presented in Grosse 
Pointe schools ;

◆ black counselors be 
hired throughout the 
school system; and

◆ zero-tolerance poli-
cies be established for 
racist behavior and inci-
dents occurring in Grosse 
Pointe schools.

Webb said her goals 
beyond “Marching the 
Red Line” include pro-
moting equality and 
inclusion aside from 
efforts to protect men 
from police brutality.

“My mission is to really 
instill love for black peo-
ple,” she said, “and espe-
cially women, because I 
feel like we get ignored a 
lot. And I want to bring 
support to the LGBTQ 
community as well.”

At a time when racial 
equality has received 
more nationwide atten-
tion than in the past fi ve 
decades, Garcia stresses 
the need for improve-
ment at home in the 
Pointes.

“This community has a 
responsibility to go far-
ther and to face the past 
and present, head-on,” 
she said.

EQUALITY:
Continued from page 1A
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Participants marched north from Alter and 
Kercheval from the Grosse Pointe Park/Detroit bor-
der.

Rug Cleaning & Repair

Wall to Wall Carpeting
Installed to Perfection...Guaranteed

* Ask For Kevin Crowther
STORE HOURS:
MON-SAT 10-5

061820

OF GROSSE POINTE

19483 MACK AVENUE
GROSSE POINTE WOODS, MI

SHOWROOM: 313.884.2991

HUGE INVENTORY OF FINE DESIGNER RUGS

Your Comfort Is Our GoalYour Comfort Is Our Goal
••  HeatingHeating  ••  CoolingCooling  ••  Humidifi ers Humidifi ers 

••  Air CleanersAir Cleaners  ••  Rheem Air ConditionersRheem Air Conditioners

586-293-6883586-293-6883
PriebeMechanical.comPriebeMechanical.com

Heating & CoolingHeating & Cooling

CALL TODAY 
FOR FREE 

QUOTE

Offering GeneratorsOffering Generators

0
6

1
8
2

0
P

MARY AUBREY-ROGERS

Rates are down!!!!

Associate Broker, E-PRO
Cell: (313) 319-5679

Email: Mary@ClickOnMary.com

061820

HOUR MAGAZINE TOP 5% AGENT

TOP PRODUCING & 
AWARD WINNING AGENT

9 YEARS IN A ROW

M

CallCall
 Me Me
 Today! Today!

Market is really HOT

OPEN FOR BUSINESS
We Missed You!!!

Select Spring & Summer Merchandise
20% To 50% Off

Select Shoes Up To 75% Off

23240 Greater Mack
St. Clair Shores, MI 48080

CONNIE’S

CONNIE’S
 CHILDREN’S SHOP

586.777.8020

Shop ONLINE www.ShopConnies.com

$10 off
a purchase of 
$75 or more

including sale items

Hours
For The Month Of June

Monday, Wednesday & Friday 10-4 • Thursday 12-6
 Saturday 10-1 • Closed Tuesday & Sunday

06
18

20

USPS 230-400

PUBLISHED EVERY
THURSDAY BY

POINTE NEWS INCORPORATED

16980 KERCHEVAL AVE.
GROSSE POINTE, MI 48230

PHONE: (313) 882-6900

PERIODICAL POSTAGE PAID at Detroit, 
Michigan and additional mailing offi ces.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: $44.50 per year 
via mail in the Metro area, $65 outside.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
Grosse Pointe News, 16980 Kercheval, 
Grosse Pointe, MI 48230.

The deadline for news copy is 3 p.m. 
Monday.

Advertising proof deadline is 5:00 p.m. 
Friday.

CORRECTIONS AND ADJUSTMENTS:
Responsibility for display and classifi ed 
advertising errors is limited to either 
cancellation of the charge for or a 
rerun of the portion in error. Notifi cation 
must be given in time for correction 
in the following issue. We assume no 
responsibility of the same after the fi rst 
insertion.

THE GROSSE POINTE NEWS reserves 
the right not to accept an advertiser’s 
order. Grosse Pointe News advertising 
representatives have no authority to 
bind this newspaper. Only publication of 
an advertisement shall constitute fi nal 
acceptance of the advertiser’s order.



GROSSE POINTE NEWS, JUNE 18, 2020

PUBLIC SAFETY  |  5A 

PUBLIC SAFETY5A

City of Grosse Pointe

Stolen vehicle 
A 2019 Jeep TrackHawk 

was stolen from a resi-
dence in the 400 block of 
Lincoln between 7 p.m. 
Sunday, June 7, and 1 
p.m. Monday, June 8.

There were no signs of 
forced entry.

Unemployment 
fraud

An unknown person 
attempted to file for 
unemployment under a 
Rivard Boulevard resi-
dent’s name Monday, 
June 8.

Parental 
kidnapping

A 38-year-old Grosse 
Pointe woman is being 
sought for parental kid-
napping after failing on 
four separate occasions 
to turn the child over to 
the father per court order 
and then leaving the state 
with the child Thursday, 
June 11.

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the City of 
Grosse Pointe Public 
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Park

Stolen property
A suspect who stole a 

$650 20-speed bike and 
$120 leaf blower from an 
open garage in the 1400 
block of Buckingham 

around 9 p.m. Monday, 
June 8, is being sought by 
police. 

The man is described 
as black in his mid-30s, 
with a stocky build, wear-
ing a navy-colored shirt, 
camoufl age shorts and a 
hat.

Snatched scooter
An $800 Segway 

Ninebot Max electric 
push scooter was stolen 
from the backyard of a 
home in the 1200 block 
of Beaconsfi eld between 
11:30 p.m. Tuesday, June 
9, and 7 a.m. Wednesday, 
June 10. 

Lawn larceny
The owner of a vacant 

lot in the 900 block of 
Three Mile reported a 
trespasser after the lot 
was mowed by an 
unknown suspect with-
out permission around 
10:45 a.m. Saturday, June 
13.

— Eddie B. Allen Jr.
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Park Public Safety, (313) 
822-7400. 

Grosse Pointe Farms

Tire trickster
After hearing a car 

alarm go off at 2 a.m. 
Tuesday, June 9, a Moran 
Road resident discovered 
one tire on each of his 
three vehicles parked on 
the street had been fl at-
tened.

Stolen from 
under your nose

While in his yard, a res-
ident in the 400 block of 
Torraine Road witnessed 
an unknown man steal 
his bicycle out of his 
garage at 11:27 a.m. 
Tuesday, June 9.

Surprise 
house guest

A possible home inva-
sion was called in to pub-
lic safety at 9:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, June 10, 
when a heavily intoxi-
cated 23-year-old St. 
Clair Shores woman 
bleeding from the head 
entered a home in the 400 
block of Torraine Road, 
believing it to be her boy-
friend’s house.

She ran from the home 
before officers arrived, 
but was found at 
Ascension St. John 
Hospital after a tow truck 
driver gave her a ride. 

Stolen bicycle 
A 15-year-old Grosse 

Pointe girl’s blue bicycle 
was stolen from the 
driveway of a home in 
the 300 block of McKinley 
Avenue between 7:30 and 
9 p.m. Thursday, June 11. 

Heating up 
in the kitchen

Public safety was called 
to a home in the 400 
block of Moran Road at 
1:28 a.m. Friday, June 12, 
by an alarm-monitoring 
company and arrived to 
fi nd a resident exiting the 

house carrying a rolled-
up rug that was on fi re, 
while smoke was still 
coming from inside.

The man had been 
cooking and wasn’t sure 
what caused the fi re, but 
it was extinguished and 
confi ned to the kitchen. 

The cause and origin 
are still under investiga-
tion.

Excessively 
loud exhaust

A 39-year-old St. Clair 
Shores man was arrested 
for having made a fraud-
ulent application for 
insurance after being 
pulled over for exces-
sively loud exhaust at 
5:50 p.m. Friday, June 12.

Ditching parole 
to go shopping

After officers were 
called to a business in the 
18000 block of Mack 
Avenue due to a woman 
being disorderly at 9 a.m. 
Sunday, June 14, the 
59-year-old Southfield 
woman was arrested on a 
warrant for absconding 
parole by cutting off her 
tether.

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Farms Public Safety, 
(313) 885-2100.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Bicycle theft
A men’s dark gray 

Trek bicycle was cut 
from its chain and stolen 
from an unlocked garage 
in the 1800 block of 
Stanhope between 4 p.m. 
Thursday, June 11, and 
1:30 p.m. Friday, June 12. 

T h e  s u s p e c t  i s 
unknown.

— Eddie B. Allen Jr.
Report information 

about this and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Woods Public Safety, 
(313) 343-2400.

Grosse Pointe Shores

No crimes to report per 
dispatch.

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about crimes to Grosse 
Pointe Shores Public 
Safety, (313) 881-5500.

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS
gives our residents, too, 
something to come 
back to and be able to 
take advantage of being 
outdoors and shopping 
and dining.”

Multiple restaurants 
on The Hill already 
have begun implement-
ing and/or expanding 
their outdoor seating 
areas. 

Cafe Nini has reintro-
duced outdoor seating; 
Luxe Bar & Grill has 
expanded its outdoor 
seating; Dirty Dog Jazz 
Cafe added outdoor 
seating last weekend; 
and Jumps,  which 
doesn’t  have direct 
access to Kercheval, 
was provided a pick-up 
area outside its door on 
the Kercheval service 
dr ive  between the 
building and municipal 
lot.

Other restaurants on 
Mack are considering 
putting up tents in their 
parking lots to accom-
modate outdoor dining.

The resolution also 
a l lows for  s imi lar 
accommodations to be 
afforded to small busi-
ness retail establish-
ments and gives Farms 
administration the abil-
ity to allow businesses 
this use of public space 
through the end of the 
year.

“It’s a streamlined 
process  and  even 
through  the  s ta te 
there’s a streamlined 
applicat ion process 
with the liquor control 
commission for outdoor 
dining, so the effort is 
really to try to take out 
a lot of the red tape that 
would be involved in 
approving this and do it 
in a timely fashion,” 
Reeside said.

Continued from page 1A
EXPAND:
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313-882-SAFE (7233)
19261 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Woods, 48236
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Park DDA, TIFA 
now in compliance
To the Editor:

I’m happy to see our 
newly elected Grosse 
Pointe Park City Council 
offi cials pushing every-
day for more transpar-
ency in how our city 
government is run. 

Thankfully they were 
able to require the DDA 
and TIFA to be in compli-
ance with state law as 

should have been done 
long ago. 

Keep up the good 
work!

BETSY BRECKELS 
FORTUNA

Grosse Pointe Park

Where’s Waldo, 
er, Warren Evans?

There is a game we 
play in Wayne County; 
it’s not Where’s Waldo? It 
is Where is Warren 

Evans? We in Wayne 
County are being left 
behind. 

Oakland County has 
three testing sites. Detroit 
has a test site, only for 
Detroiters (with the 
quick test). Wayne 
county has how many? 
NONE. 

Shouldn’t the people of 
Wayne County have test-
ing sites, maybe one on 
the eastside and one on 
the westside (remember 
Wayne County extends 
past Metro Airport).

Doesn’t Wayne County 
h a v e  a  H e a l t h 
Department? 

My daughter who 
works in Oakland County 
gets a daily email from 
their health department, 
but I haven’t heard any-
thing from ours. 

Thinking about it, I 
haven’t heard anything 
from Bennie. Where is 
Killeen, too? Oh wait, it’s 
not election time. To me 

every one in the Wayne 
County government has 
been AWOL. 

Please, Mr. Evans, tell 
us what you are doing for 
us. After all, I am tired of 
hearing the guy from 
Oakland County tell me 
what he is doing. 

It seems to me that the 
mayor of Detroit is run-
ning for president or gov-
ernor with his twice a day 
appearance on TV, telling 
me how he is taking care 
of all the Detroiters. 

What about the rest of 
us? We pay taxes; we pay 
millages; we put more 
money into the county 
than we receive back, so 
where is our support?

Let’s all play “Find 
Warren Evans.” Don’t try 
to call him; due to the 
virus he is too busy tak-
ing care of you to answer.

DANIEL BANKA
Concerned, tax-paying, 
Wayne County resident

Grosse Pointe
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LETTERS
The Grosse Pointe News welcomes your letters to
the editor. All letters should be typed, double-spaced 
and signed. Letters longer than 250 words may be
edited for length. All letters may be edited for
content. We reserve the right to refuse any letter. 
Include daytime phone number for verifi cation
or questions. The deadline for letters is 3 p.m. 
Monday. Letters to the editor may by emailed to
editor@grossepointenews.com.
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The opinions expressed in letters and guest columns are not necessarily views shared by the Grosse Pointe News.
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Pure 
Grosse 
Pointe
To the Editor:
I just want to comment on 
the feature article about 
Cynthia and Edsel Ford’s 
fund for nurses. Their 
generosity is appreciated.
I have the distinct honor 
and privilege to be a grad-
uate of Henry Ford 
Hospital School of 
Nursing Class of 1975. I 
appreciate the author’s 
comments on the beauti-
ful Clara Ford nurses resi-
dence that I lived in and 
the respect paid to the ed-
ucational experience and 
training that I received at 
HFH Nursing School. You 
can see the nurse’s cap 
that was referenced in the 
article . 

DEBRA BRADY, RN
Grosse Pointe

I
t seems there’s never a time to say enough. For 
many a Grosse Pointe resident, that feeling 
continued as a June 10 storm resulted in sever-
al fi res, damaged roofs as it blew tree limbs all 
over and left large swaths of the area without 

power.
The counterpoint is that even diffi culties like 

storm damage and power outages emphasize the 
reasons Grosse Pointers live here. The neighborli-
ness — sometimes taken for granted — becomes a 
true blessing. It has shown up throughout the 
toughest restrictions as Michigan took on the pan-
demic surge, and it showed up again after this 
storm. 

Thankfully, there were no deaths or injuries, but 
the winds were terrifying enough to send some 
families running to their basements, especially in 
the Woods. Among several fi res, mostly to garages, 
one left a family with four children homeless.

It’s gratifying to note that, by the start of this 
week, a GoFundMe campaign to help the family 
ousted from their Hunt Club home had exceeded 
its goal. Power was back on for all but a handful of 
Grosse Pointe locations; piles of trees and branches 
were cleared away.

Neighbors helping neighbors extended to 
impromptu charging stations on porches of houses 
that did have power. The next morning, there were 
extra eggs or pancakes on the stoves of many 
homes so those without power could get a good 
start to their day. A cluster of Yorktown Street 
neighbors in the Woods were particularly busy on 
Facebook, making sure everyone was properly fed 
and charged up.

The storm was disconcerting because its damage 
was so seemingly random: streets littered with 
debris here, barely a twig on the ground just a block 
or two away. The Farms also had some damage, 
including uprooted trees that damaged roofs, most 
of it in an area tucked into the Woods along Mack 
Avenue from Cook Road to Moross. Elsewhere, 
problems remained few enough that City and Park 
personnel could spend most of their time helping 
out in the Woods.

That’s where a 60-mph gust was recorded by a 
trained spotter at 6:42 p.m., according to the 
National Weather Service station in White Lake 
Township. The wind and resulting damage were 
most likely the result of what’s called a microburst, 
according to meteorologist Kevin Kachin.

During a microburst, he said, so much rain drops 
at once from above that it drives winds down to the 
ground. The winds spread out from there, all while 
also moving with the general direction of the storm 
— which was mostly eastward as it passed through 
here. “It can look like a hurricane out there,” he 
said.

The Pointes were far from the only area with 
damage, and some people also had to deal with 
hail, including in Detroit. As the storm line passed 
through Lower Michigan, hundreds of thousands 
of people lost power.

The power line damage was extensive enough 
that DTE Energy often had to switch off power even 
to homes that still had it, so crews could complete 
their repairs. The days without power stretched 
into the weekend for some households, and DTE 
had ice and water available at the Woods City Hall 
as repairs continued. Ultimately, around 5,000 cus-
tomers lost power in the Pointes, according to a 
DTE estimate.

“We live on the best street of GP,” one Yorktown 
neighbor proclaimed on Facebook, but many a 
street would probably lay claim to such a title. What 
shows up online may be just the tip of the iceberg, 
as neighbors check on each other, help cut up tree 
limbs and bring out extra plates at mealtime.

Storms pass; in the Pointes, good neighbors are 
here to stay.

‘Microbursts’ 
rip through 
the Pointes

O U R  V I E W

I
n November, two long-time incumbent council-
men in Grosse Pointe Park were defeated by 
newcomers running on a platform of “transpar-
ency” — or, rather, alleged lack thereof — in 
city government. At the time, we thought their 

claims were typical challenger boilerplate, but we 
were wrong.

Except the lack of transparency is coming not 
from the usual suspects, the good ol’ boys, but rather 
from a kindred spirit: Councilwoman Lauri Read, 
who is halfway through her fi rst term on the council 
and is the darling of the new council members. Ms. 
Read appears to have a transparency problem of her 
own.

It was news to fellow council members as late as 
last November that Ms. Read’s law firm, Keller 
Thoma, has been working for the city before, during 
and after her election in November 2017. Keller 
Thoma was offi cially hired in January 2017 and con-
tinued at least until April 1 of this year, according to 
a letter Ms. Read provided to the city. The relation-
ship came out into the open after a Park resident 
fi led a Freedom of Information Act request for all 
invoices, memoranda and emails involving Keller 
Thoma and Ms. Read.

In a Jan. 2 letter to her fellow council members, 
Ms. Read wrote, “It has come to my attention that 
there is a question regarding work my law fi rm has 
done for the city which pre- and post-dates my elec-
tion to city council. l have never solicited or per-
formed any legal work, issued or reviewed any legal 
bills to, or payments from, the City of Grosse Pointe 
Park.”

The problem with the arrangement between Ms. 
Read’s fi rm and her position on the city council — 
besides potentially applicable provisions in the 
Michigan Rules of Professional Conduct and the 
Michigan Municipal League’s “Ethics Handbook for 
Michigan Municipalities” — is that the city charter 
states, “no contract or purchase shall be made by the 
city in which any elective or appointive officer 
(except a member of a city board or commission cre-
ated by or pursuant to this charter) or any member 
of his family has any fi nancial interest, direct or indi-
rect, other than the common public interest.”

Ms. Read is one of three shareholders with Keller 

Thoma.
The Charter also provides: “Any offi cer who know-

ingly permits the city to enter into any contract in 
which he has a fi nancial interest without disclosing 
such interest to the council prior to the action of the 
council in authorizing such contract, shall be guilty 
of misconduct in offi ce.”

The only exception is by “the unanimous determi-
nation (by vote or written instrument) of all mem-
bers of the Council that in a particular case an offi cer 
or member of his family will not have a fi nancial 
interest in any contract to be entered into by the city 
shall be fi nal and conclusive in the absence of fraud 
or misrepresentation.” 

We are not aware of any such vote or determina-
tion by the city council, nor of any written confl ict 
waiver by the city.

Ms. Read said she disclosed her employment with 
Keller Thoma in her bio submitted after her election, 
which is posted on the city’s website. Following that, 
she maintains, it was the city attorney’s job to point 
out any confl icts of interest and the city administra-
tion’s duty to fi nd new outside legal counsel if it felt 
a confl ict of interest existed.

Ms. Read concluded in her Jan. 2 letter to the 
council, “As a council member, I have never been 
presented with a contract or invoice from Keller 
Thoma PC. Had either been presented, I would have 
disclosed my interest pursuant to section 5.9(d) of 
the city charter. I am not aware of any other obliga-
tion that required further action by me in the absence 
of a specifi c action by council.” 

Separately, on Feb. 12, 2018, and again on May 7, 
2018, the city council, including Ms. Read, met in 
closed meetings to discuss labor negotiations, and 
on the latter date came out of closed session to unan-
imously approve a new dispatchers’ contract. 

When Councilman Dan Grano asked about the 
matter at the May 18 council meeting, Mayor Robert 
Denner said the city attorney had reviewed alleged 
confl ict of interest and decided no action was needed. 
No formal report or attorney opinion was provided 
by the city.

On May 12, Ms. Read again wrote to her fellow 

Transparency in the Park?

See TRANSPARENCY, page 8A



“I pray that God will 
bless you in everything 
that you do. I pray that 
you will grow intellectu-
ally so that you can 
understand the problems 
of the world and where 
you fit into that world 
picture.” — Malcolm X

C
an you hear it? 
It’s like the 
squealing of a 
pig — no, a hog 
fattened to the 

point of imminent 
slaughter.

I heard it a couple of 
weeks ago as my plane 
landed out of town and I 

powered up my Android 
to read the sweetest, 
most wonderful text: “I 
am sorry for the racial 
injustices in this world. 
Eddie, I’m praying you 
are safe.” 

It came from 17-year-
old Kate, who is blonde, 
suburban-raised and 
beautiful both inside and 
out. The daughter of my 
oldest friend, she calls 
me her “godfather.”

Days after Kate’s text, I 
heard the hog’s fearful, 
fateful squeal again as I 
drove up Woodward 
Avenue in Ferndale. A 
sizable crowd of young, 
white millennials practi-
cally filled the traffic 
island. As I turned onto 
Nine Mile Road, there 
were probably fi ve more 
groups walking within 
blocks of each other. 
Only glimpses of black 

youth could be found as 
they all carried signs with 
words like “Black Lives 
Matter” and “Justice for 
George Floyd.”

The sound of the pan-
icked hog surfaced again 
as I watched one news 
report after another, 
depicting the removal of 
Confederate monuments 
from once-thriving slave 
territories.

If you still haven’t 
heard the squeal, listen 
more closely. That’s the 
sound of racism on its 
death bed.

I’ve no use for fairy 
tales, so I’m far from 
believing this wonderful 
death that could fi nally 
heal America will be 
achieved in weeks, years 
or decades. But an amaz-
ing thing is taking place. 

White folks, Kate’s age 
and younger who’ve 

never known a world 
without cell phones or 
internet, are recognizing 
that they’ve never known 
a world without decent, 
loving people of color. 
They’re taking the advice 
of Malcolm X — perhaps 
without even knowing it 
— to think for them-
selves, and they’re fast 
learning that a world of 
hatred and violence isn’t 
the kind they want to live 
in.

This key element, a 
white united front of anti-
racism, has been missing 
in the long war against 
intolerance waged by 
Malcolm X, Dr. King, 
Rosa Parks and, before 
them, Marcus Garvey, 
Frederick Douglass and 
Harriet Tubman. Early 
white abolitionists, few 
as memorable as the 
fearless John Brown, laid 

a foundation, but never 
became a sufficient 
majority. 

Segregation persisted 
and still persists in forms 
no longer sanctioned by 
the government, while 
horrifi c racial disparities 
burdening the judicial 
system and other critical 
institutions show little 
sign of disappearing.

But a new dialogue is 
beginning. I saw actual 
children in Ferndale, 
adolescents who must 
have written and con-
structed their signs at 
home in front of their 
parents. Presumably, 
these adults understood, 
if not encouraged, their 
young protesters’ goals. 

In households like 
these, racism is becom-
ing a lot like an obsolete 
language.

In the Pointes, too, 
signs are present, liter-
ally and figuratively. A 
beautifully redundant 
call for fairness in law 
enforcement has been 

repeated at demonstra-
tions on corners where I 
never imagined such 
scenes. White residents 
are heeding the call of 
black leaders like Pointes 
N A A C P  P r e s i d e n t 
Cynthia Douglas. Indeed 
they’re heeding the call 
of their own conscience 
to make basic separation 
between right and wrong.

The  to ta l i t y  o f 
America’s racial damage 
might not be repaired in 
my lifetime, but I am 
encouraged. 

If you’ve been reluctant 
to change bigoted atti-
tudes promoted by your 
parents or grandparents, 
this checklist should be 
reviewed: Can you be a 
credit to your race (the 
human one)? Can you 
reject prejudice and fear 
toward others because 
their skin is different, or 
because they speak a dif-
ferent language? 

If not, it’s time to work 
on yourself. The hog is 
squealing.
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When hogs squeal

YESTERDAY’S HEADLINES

1945
75 years ago this week

MEMORIAL PLAN A 
MEMORY: The proposal 
to turn Pine Woods into 
a permanent natural 
preserve as a war memo-
rial was killed deader 
than a dodo at the meet-
ing of the Board of 
Trustees of Grosse 
Pointe Farms Monday 
night. It is doubtful if the 
proposal is ever recalled 
to life. There was not a 
single proponent pres-
ent at the meeting.

METHODIST  TO 
ORGANIZE CHURCH: 
Grosse Pointe, which 
has never had an orga-
nized Methodist Church 
congregation, is about to 
have one. The church 
authorities in Detroit 
have taken steps to 
establish a church home 
here for the many mem-
bers of that denomina-
tion who live in the 
Pointe. The fi rst pastor 
o f  Grosse  Po in te 
Methodist Church will 
be the Rev. Hugh C. 
White.

Obituaries: Frederic 
M. Sibley, Charity Ellen 
Burleigh

1970
50 years ago this week

FARMS TO BUY 
$ 3 6 , 7 1 8  F I R E 
APPARATUS: At its regu-
lar meeting Monday, 
June 15, the Farms coun-
cil authorized the pur-
chase of a $36,000 diesel 
engine Seagrave V8 cyl-
inder pumper for the fi re 
department, making the 
Farms the fi rst city in the 
area to own a 1,250-gal-
lon-a-minute pumper. It 
will replace the 21-year-
old pumper now in ser-

OP ED7A

Thank you to our 
Healthcare Heroes
We sincerely appreciate our entire community for your generous outpouring 

of support. You, too, are our Heroes! Whether you made a monetary 

contribution, donated in-kind gifts, or gave your time and talent, you’ve 

played an important role in supporting our Healthcare Heroes. 

Please know how much you are helping in these challenging times. 

You are vital in helping us provide spiritually centered, holistic care. Stay safe!

stjohnprovfoundations.org

313-343-7480

Special thanks for generous gifts from:

• The A.A. Van Elslander Foundation 

• The Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Foundation 

• Bill and Darrene Baer 

• Community Foundation for Southeast Michigan 

We also extend a heartfelt thank you 
for special efforts from:

• Fontbonne Auxiliary of Ascension St. John Hospital

• The GUILD of Ascension St. John Hospital

• Ascension St. John Foundation Board and 
Committee Members

• The Physicians, Nurses and Associates who continue to work 
around the clock to care for our patients

Thank you to our donors and community members who 
already donated more than 3,000 gifts to the Associate 
Hardship Fund and hospital COVID-19 Funds. 
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vice.
NO-FISHING BAN 

EASED: Although some 
of the edge has been 
taken out of fishing 
enjoyment this season 
for many Pointe sports-
men by the discovery of 
poisonous mercury in 
Lake St. Clair, a recent 
easing of the no-fi shing 
ban will serve at least to 
restore some fun to the 
“sport” of fishing. The 
ban was amended last 
week to allow fi shermen 
to “catch and release” 
fi sh, but strong emphasis 
was placed on the 
“release” and fi shermen 
were warned strongly not 
to eat their catches until 
final tests on fish from 
the lake were released by 

the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration.

Obituaries: George 
Peck Caulkins, Dr. 
Clarence M. Clark, Ernest 
W. Baker, Catherine F. 
McIlreath,  Jeanette 
Davis, Fannie Gikkas

1995
25 years ago this week 

DIRECTOR CALLS IT 
QUITS: After a decade 
of leading the Grosse 
Pointe public library, 
director Charles Hanson 
announced on June 16 
that he is leaving. Citing 
the desire to pursue 
other interests and 

opportunities in the 
library fi eld, Hanson will 
leave effective Aug. 31. 
Vickey Bloom, supervi-
sor of reference ser-
vices, began duties as 
interim director June 19.

DISTRICT SAYS NO 
T O  H E A D L E E 
SET TLEMENT:  The 
Grosse Pointe school 
board rejected a $45 mil-
lion settlement offer 
made by the state in 
response to a multi-dis-
trict lawsuit accusing 
the state of underfund-
ing special education 
and other mandates. The 
board at its June 15 reg-
ular meeting unani-

See YESTERDAY’S 
HEADLINES, page 8A
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council members:
“As of Jan. 1, 2020, I am the president of Keller 

Thoma PC. Upon learning of this confl ict, I have 
instructed my fi rm that we are not to perform any 
legal work for the City of Grosse Pointe Park and we 
are not to bill for any work that may have been per-
formed. I have learned that, as recently as last month, 
city administration has contacted members of my 
fi rm. I have made every effort on my end to prevent 
this from happening. The city needs to resolve this.”

Again, Ms. Read continued to blame the city for 
something she had the power and obligation to 
resolve. The confl ict existed from the day she was 
sworn into offi ce and continued for two and a half 
years. In our mind, it was the city attorney’s and Ms. 
Read’s duty at her fi rst council meeting after being 
sworn in to bring up the fact that her fi rm was doing 
legal work for the city. At that point, her fellow coun-
cil members could have voted to waive the confl ict, 
which they probably would have.

That would have been transparency.

mously  adopted a 
resolution to reject the 
state department of edu-
cation’s offer in order to 
present a counter-offer 
in excess of $45 million.

Obituaries: Robert H. 
Ta y l o r,  M a s o n  P. 
Rumney, Edith Ferry 
Hooper, Celia Edith 
Fairbanks, Richard N. 
Sheridon, James B. 
Moore, Clara C. Reed, 
Christ ine Batchelor 
Marshall.

YESTERDAY’S HEADLINES
Continued from page 7A

lic safety offi cer. Classes 
were in session when the 
f e m a l e  e m p l o y e e 
reported the suspects 
stealing unlocked bikes 
from racks on campus off 
Cadieux in The Village. 
City offi cers caught two 
suspects, ages 13 and 15, 
a short while later on 
Detroit’s eastside.

Obituaries: Urban 
William Boresch, Walter 
J. Gray, A. Thomas Kydd, 
Trudy A. Gillard, Wendy 
Riske, Michael S. Skaff, 
Bernhard Stroh IV

2010
10 years ago this week

NEIGHBORS WANT 
CITY TO DISCONNECT: 
It’s commonly known as 
a stealth wireless com-
munications facility, but 
to the neighbors it’s an 
eyesore, a health hazard 
and a detriment to their 
property values. Nearly 
50 Grosse Pointe Woods 
residents attended the 

city council meeting 
Monday, June 21, to 
express displeasure with 
plans to erect a 100-foot 
cellular phone tower at 
the city’s public works 
yard on Parkway near 
Marter. The request to 
the city came from AT&T.

THIEVES SPOUT 
MURDER: One of three 
teenage bicycle thieves 
from Detroit threatened 
to kill a Maire Elementary 
School employee if she 
sicked the police on 
them, according to a pub-

TRANSPARENCY
Continued from page 6A

O U R  V I E W

T
housands of people in the USA in 2020 
have been hit or affected by the coronavi-
rus COVID-19 pandemic. The disease fol-
lowed the trail from throughout the 
world, starting with China, beginning 

earlier this year.
Translated, it means thousands have died or are 

suffering in their homes, hospitals or medical care 
facilities. We never saw anything like this horren-
dous disease in our lifetime.

Since this virus hit our nation, and numerous 
other countries, I do not believe there was such a 
massive network of doctors, nurses, hospitals and 
nursing homes organized to fi ght the virus we are 
seeing.

Since then, various locations here in the states 
and around the world immediately began working 
so quickly to stop and eliminate the powerful coro-
navirus. In the meantime, hundreds of thousands 
here and around the nation died. 

Family, friends or relatives weren’t even able to 
say goodbye to their loved ones and friends. 
Families were required to stay in their homes. 
Later, supermarkets and grocery stores were per-
mitted to sell food while some supplies were dimin-
ishing.

Thanks go out to the numerous markets, restau-
rants, Eastern Market area, deli shops, etc., who 
helped fi ll the food gap. A big thanks to the man-
agement of all the stores and restaurants who were 
able to provide needed food products, water, paper 
products and the like. Thanks also to all the major 
companies who provided products including gloves 
and face masks.

At the beginning, all families were required to 
stay in their homes. Later, businesses were permit-
ted to sell foods because supply was diminishing in 
their homes.

A huge thanks goes out to the numerous busi-
nesses and store employees who volunteered to 

help out.
Let’s not forget our outstanding news media, 

whether newspapers, television, radio or whatever 
they used to report about the virus. Too often, we 
forget about the huge job the news media performs.

While I realize the coronavirus has not yet been 
fully eliminated, it has been amazing and miracu-
lous to see everyone working hard to defeat this 
menace. 

Let’s also give a big thanks to the medical com-
munity, the doctors, nurses, first-aid persons, 
needed supplies and trucks to deliver what was 
needed of them.

As a personal note, this month I celebrated my 
60th anniversary of being a key person involved in 
the food and beverages industry — the retailers, 
wholesalers, brokers, chain stores, independent 
operators, colleges and universities, restaurants, 
etc. — and I have never seen consumers across the 
nation come together as they have. Be sure they get 
the kudos, too.

When this is over, we should hold a massive get-
together to thank everyone for pitching in. We 
could not have survived this without everyone’s 
help along with the local leaders, Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer, and ... nationally, who kept us tuned in to 
what was happening.

In conclusion, a big THANKS to all the medical 
community and individuals who are helping to beat 
this virus — the business community, various res-
taurants and businesses who stepped up to help — 
the colleges, the cities, the states, wherever they 
are from, let’s give them a big hug!

We are happy to announce that our 38th annual 
Metro Detroit Youth Day will be held on July 7, 
2021. 

EDWARD DEEB, Founder
Michigan Food and Beverage Assn.

Michigan Business and Professional Assn.
Friends of Eastern Market

Thanks to all who fought the virus

W
e believe it is imperative to save 
the United States Postal Service. 
We thank you, Congress, for all 
your leadership as the nation 
confronts this pandemic, and 

urge you to provide enough funding to enable 
USPS to survive and serve its customers, the 
American people, during this exceptionally try-
ing time.

We, newspaper publishers, along with the 
postal-reliant industry that generate $1.6 tril-
lion in sales and employ 7.3 million workers, 
have long supported a self-sufficient U.S. 
Postal Service. But no business entity can with-
stand a 50 percent or more externally-imposed 
drop in business and revenues, as USPS proj-
ects due to COVID-19, and long survive. That 
is why emergency funding must be provided 
now.

The American people have been reminded 
during this pandemic of just how fundamental 
to American life the postal service still is. USPS 
is delivering prescriptions, household and busi-
ness staples, groceries, personal correspon-
dence to bridge social distancing, PPP, PPE, 
Social Security and IRS refund checks, CDC 
advice cards on keeping oneself and family 
safe, and newspapers and magazines still vital 
to informing the American people. It is enabling 
a new wave of businesses along with the e-com-
merce sector to survive the pandemic through 
remote order and fulfillment. U.S. Postal 
Service delivery is essential. And it is of par-
ticularly acute need in rural areas of the coun-
try, where there are no alternatives, and often 
not even broadband. USPS is a lifeline there 
and elsewhere throughout the country during 
these challenging times.

As to how much is needed, we defer to the 
experts, the bipartisan U.S. Postal Service 
Board of Governors appointed by the president, 
and our leaders in Congress. While substantial 
sums are needed, they amount to a small part 
of the emergency funds Congress has provided 
and will continue to provide, including to sus-
tain small businesses, their employees and the 
economy. The Postal Service is the backbone of 
small business in America, and must endure.

The American people, 91 percent of whom 
approve of USPS, often raise a commotion if a 
single post office is to be closed. They will not 
stand for closing the entire system or a major 
reduction in service during this time of need.

We again strongly urge you to save the U.S. 
Postal Service and preserve a fundamental life-
line to millions of Americans.

Congress: 
Save the USPS

G U E S T  V I E W  By Ed Deeb
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Kerby Rd

Cook Road
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MARKET & CAFÉ
GROSSE POINTE LOCATION

19221 Mack Ave, Grosse Pointe, MI 48236
Mon - Sat 9AM-8PM • Sun 10AM-7PM

313-885-5000
WWW.BETTERHEALTHSTORE.COM

WITH NO MINIMUM PURCHASE

Coupon valid through 
June 30, 2020.

Coupon must be presented in-store at time 
of purchase. Limit one coupon per customer 
per day. Coupon cannot be combined with 
other coupons or offers. Not valid on sale 

items, prior or TradeFirst purchases. Excludes 
plants, alcohol, prepared foods, Cadia, 

Field Day, and Better Health Brand items.

55555 20599

MARKET & CAFÉ20%
OFF

NOT ON SALE. NO PROBLEM.ONLINE ORDERS 
OVER $49 GET

15% 
OFF

NON SALE ITEMS

Use promo code: 
June20

PLUS FREE 
SHIPPING

Stay Home

Shop 

betterhealthstore.com

STAY BETTER. EAT BETTER. SAVE BETTER.

40% OFF
On better vitamins and nutrition from…

Now thru Sunday, June 21

30% OFF RE
TA

IL

Simply, delicious foods from...

Get

RE
TA

IL
(excludes foods)

2202
MEMBER
PRICE

2879
MEMBER
PRICE

648
MEMBER
PRICE

342
MEMBER
PRICE

4558
MEMBER
PRICE

Better Health 

Two Stage Timed 
Release  Vitamin C
1000 mg

Biochem 

Whey Protein
Select Varieties

Country Life 

Zinc Lozenges
With Vitamin C

60 Lozenges

Cherry Flavor

Cadia 

Organic Frozen 
Blueberries

MegaFood 

Women’s Over 55 
One Daily Multi
120 Tabs

Inspired Organics 

Large Brown Cage-Free Eggs
1 Dozen

SAVE ON TOP-SELLERS LIKE THESE...

372
MEMBER
PRICE

Save in stores, on InstaCart or at betterhealthstore.com

Nobody off ers your better ways to stay healthy this summer—at better prices—
than your local Better Health Market and Cafe. Don’t miss our biggest sale in 
months, now thru Sunday, June 21 (the Solstice). It’s your opportunity to stock 

up on vitamins and supplements from better brands plus a wide variety of 
simply, nutritious hard-to-fi nd foods. 
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Class 
of 

2020

Eighth
Grade
Grads

8th Grade Class of 2020

CONGRATULATIONS!
GRADUATION BLESSINGS TO EACH AND EVERY ONE

Eve Adams
Tyler Fergerson
LaMia Garth
DeAnthony Givens
Matthew Hallam

Olivia Johnson
Sage Johnson
Jade Michaux
Mark Nesler
Abigail Pongratzg g
Amira Scott
AAAAuuubbbbrrriiiiaaannnaaaaaaaaaaaa SSSSScccccooootttttt

Wynter Stoudamire
Lawrence Summey IV
Morgan Swanson
Julian Townsend 
Bruce Wilson, Jr

St. Clare of Montefalco Catholic School
16231 Charlevoix, Grosse Pointe Park, MI • 313.647.51000

www.stclareschool.net

Virtual Open House
 Sunday, June 21

www.visitstclareschool.org 

Teachers 
will be available 
through Zoom 

calls on the 
21st from 

2:00 - 5:30 pm

Visit the site to see an overview of our school.

Quality Catholic Education
• Innovative Technology Use
• Preschool - Eighth Grade
• Scholarship Opportunities
• Renowned Sports Program
• Extended Day Program
• Synchronus/Asynchronus 
    Distance Learning Ready

“Once a Falcon, Always a Falcon”
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Former state Rep. Brian 
Banks woke up one morn-
ing to messages in his 
Facebook inbox from two 
parents and a teacher ask-
ing for his help. They 
believed a photo embed-
ded in the link for Grosse 
Pointe South High 
School’s virtual gradua-
tion video, which launched 
June 4, was offensive in 
light of recent protests 
against police brutality 
across the nation and in 
Grosse Pointe.

The photo — from a 
prior year’s homecoming 
theme of public safety — 
depicted white girls in 
SWAT uniforms.

“How insensitive, incon-
siderate and unlearned is 
that during a time of pro-
tests on law enforcement?” 
Banks said.

While apologies were 
made and the photo 
deemed an error and 
removed from the link, 
Banks decided there 
were enough recent 
instances of racist acts 
among students in the 
news to prompt a conver-
sation about whether 
black lives really matter 
in the Grosse Pointe 
Public School System.

“I think it needs to be 
noted, white people are 
tired of this behavior as 
well,” he said.

Within 48 hours, Banks 
assembled a panel and 
organized a Zoom webi-
nar titled “Do black lives 
really matter in the Grosse 
Pointe Public School 
System?” June 9.

Banks served as moder-
ator and panelists were 
Cynthia Douglas, presi-
dent of the Grosse Pointes-
Harper Woods NAACP 

Branch; Tonya Griffi th, a 
licensed social worker and 
GPPSS parent; Robyn 
McCoy, an attorney and 
professor at Eastern 
Michigan University; Dr. 
Gary Niehaus, GPPSS 
superintendent; Dr. 
Pamela Pugh, vice presi-
dent of the State Board of 
Education; and State Rep. 
Tenisha Yancey, 1st 
District. Niehaus was the 
only white participant.

“Thank you for every-
thing you did during this 
time, whether you 
attended a protest, 
whether you put up a sign, 
whether you simply said a 
prayer or whether you had 
a conversation with a fam-
ily member,” Banks said in 
his opening remarks. 
“Issues of race are diffi -
cult. Imagine being a black 
person in America today. 
Imagine being a black per-
son in Grosse Pointe.”

Banks opened the con-
versation with the ques-
tion that served as the 
panel topic.

“In my professional 
opinion and in the com-
munity, it does not seem 
that (black lives matter),” 
Douglas said, “because as 
you know, I was part of the 
school reconfi guration for 
the Grosse Pointes and 
although there were con-
versations, there seemed 
to be an underlying desire 
for those in the center por-
tion of the Grosse Pointes 
not to accept children that 
were coming over from a 
predominantly black 
school. Comments that 
were made during (the 
townhall at Mason 
Elementary School) were 
very disturbing as the resi-
dents themselves referred 
to those children as ‘they’ 
and ‘them’ and they didn’t 
seem to want to have any 

part in the children com-
ing over from (Poupard 
Elementary) the school 
that was being closed. It 
seemed that they were a 
separate part of the com-
munity.”

Griffith pointed out 
while many “covertly 
believe” black lives mat-
ter, structural racism is 
embedded within the 
Pointes.

“I don’t think people 
want to believe they’re 
racist, but the policies 
themselves indicate rac-
ism exists,” she said.

“I can’t tell you how 
much I agree with the 
comments that were 
made,” Niehaus said. “I 
do believe there are a lot 
of structural issues.”

Throughout the course 
of the discussion, he pro-
vided examples of changes 
initiated in his five-year 
tenure, including adjust-
ments to the curriculum, 
use of restorative practices 
as part of disciplinary pro-
cedures, making residency 
verifi cation requirements 
less onerous, racial bias 
training for staff, recruit-
ing for people of color, 
changes to the middle 
school honors program to 
make it less segregated, 
ongoing efforts to hire an 
equity officer and the 
appointment of the first 
African American on the 
Board of Education to fi ll a 
vacant seat.

“My job today is to sit 
and listen,” Niehaus said. 
“I like the idea we’re tak-
ing action.”

“I think it says a lot for 
a superintendent to say 
we have done a lot of 
work, but there’s still a 
lot more work to do,” 
Pugh said, acknowledg-
ing there is work to do at 
the state level as well.

On a positive note, she 
added, “Today our State 
Board of Education made 
a resolution eradicating 
racism and creating more 
equitable and inclusive 
schools for all children. It’s 
a start and all of us have to 
hold one another account-
able and make sure we’re 
not just talking about this, 
but we’re taking action.”

“It is very important for 
white people to listen to 
black people when there 
are injustices, because 
we are the only people 
who can tell you what 
those experiences have 
done,” Yancey said.

While Yancey said she 
didn’t attend or have chil-
dren in the Grosse Pointe 
schools, she noted, “As a 
grown black woman, I 
have experienced racism 
around Grosse Pointe. 
What it does to me and my 
psyche, I cannot imagine 
how a young woman or 
man can begin to navigate 
not knowing who to turn 
to or what to do. I just feel 
it’s our duty to make sure 
they don’t feel that way. It’s 
really a debilitating feel-
ing. It’s a feeling when you 
can do no right. It’s a feel-
ing that there’s no way to 
satisfy people when you 
are marked because of the 
color of your skin.

“I think this is impor-
tant to our young black 
students that they feel 
included in any school, 
not just Grosse Pointe, but 
there are schools across 
the state where black stu-
dents feel less than and 
we’re just not going to tol-
erate it,” she added.

Banks included student 
voices in the discussion. 
Calling in during the webi-
nar were three Grosse 
Pointe South graduates 
and one current student.

Rising senior Christina 
Thomas shared an expe-
rience when she felt her 
voice and other minority 
voices were drowned out 
“by a sea of angry voices” 
during a classroom dis-
cussion about affi rmative 
action.

“When we tried to point 
out the effects of white 
privilege in education, it 
was taken as a personal 
slight,” Thomas said. “… I 
take issue with the lack of 
communication and reac-
tionary responses I 
received that day. It dem-
onstrates an inability to 
actually acknowledge and 
address how many Grosse 
Pointers actively benefit 
from white privilege. How 
can we break the chains of 

systemic racism if we don’t 
even acknowledge its exis-
tence? How can black lives 
matter in Grosse Pointe 
schools if black voices do 
not? We cannot defeat 

By Mary Anne Brush
Staff Writer

Do black lives matter in 
Grosse Pointe schools?
Webinar focuses on racism in the school district

Brian Banks Cynthia Douglas

Tonya Griffi th Robyn McCoy

Gary Niehaus Pamela Pugh

COURTESY PHOTOS

Tenisha Yancey

A donation of $1 million 
for an early childhood cen-
ter expansion at Trombly 
Elementary School has 
been put on hold due to 
concerns about COVID-
19, according to a repre-
sentative of the donors, 
attorney Dennis Levasseur.

Due to this change, 
Grosse Pointe Public 
S c h o o l  S y s t e m 
Superintendent Gary 
Niehaus recommended 
at the June 8 meeting the 
Board of Education con-
sider a pilot year for the 
Trombly ECC with the 
possibility of expansion if 
the donors’ funds come 
through.

The donors, who wish to 
remain anonymous, were 
“concerned about how 
COVID will impact the 
reopening of schools,” 
Levasseur said. “I don’t 
know if anybody knows 
what is going on or what 
the classrooms will look 
like in the fall. … We didn’t 
want in any way to limit 
what the district is going to 
do and if it needed Trombly 
for the traditional class-
rooms or overflow or 

requirements, we didn’t 
want our involvement in 
the ECC and funding the 
work that needed to be 
done to transform the fi rst 
fl oor of Trombly into an 
ECC to interfere with that.

“We thought the respon-
sible thing to do was push 
the pause button and 
that’s what we communi-
cated with Gary,” he con-

tinued. “We want to revisit 
it when the dust clears. 
And if they don’t honestly 
need Trombly for COVID 
spacing for the coming 
school year, then we want 
to know that and then 
we’ll get back to them and 
move forward.”

Levasseur acknowl-
edged there may have 
been a misunderstanding 

regarding his communi-
cation with Niehaus, indi-
cated by an exchange of 
letters between the two 
after Niehaus assured 
attendees at a May 7 facil-
ities committee meeting 
an ECC agreement was 
forthcoming.

The possibility of an 
anonymous $1 million in 
donations was first 

announced during public 
comments at the Sept. 9, 
2019, regular meeting of 
the Board of Education. 
As presented initially, the 
money was to implement 
a plan presented to the 
board in August 2019, to 
expand early childhood 
offerings at the existing 
elementary schools 
through a phased 
approach. Acceptance of 
the money was contingent 
on keeping all nine ele-
mentary schools open and 
reversing the board’s June 
24, 2019 vote to close 
Trombly and Poupard ele-
mentary schools.

According to the pro-
posed plan, there was a 
need for early childhood 
care — in particular at the 
south end of the district — 
and a potential for the pro-
gram to provide a source 
of revenue. Concerns 
among board members 
included using taxpayer 
money designated for K-12 
education for a pre-K pro-
gram, in particular the 
substantial investment 
required to get the pro-
gram off the ground.

Negotiations stalled 
largely due to the require-
ment to keep all elemen-

tary schools open, but in 
December 2019, Niehaus, 
former board President 
Brian Summerfi eld, who 
resigned Dec. 13, and 
ECC plan representatives 
David Brumbaugh and 
Wendy Relan met with 
Levasseur and Mike 
Stines, another donors’ 
representative, to discuss 
the possibility of reopen-
ing Trombly as an early 
childhood center under 
the “clear understanding 
that Trombly Elementary 
School would not be used 
as an elementary school 
building,” according to a 
summary document.

The dialog was posi-
tive, according to the 
summary, and the next 
step was for the district 
to draft a proposal and 
budget.

Niehaus presented that 
proposal at a follow-up 
meeting Jan. 13. At a 
board meeting that eve-
ning, he announced a 
tentative plan to keep 
Trombly open for the 
2020-21 school year as a 
tuition-based dedicated 
early childhood center.

According to Niehaus, 

By Mary Anne Brush
Staff Writer

Early childhood center donation on hold

PHOTO BY MARY ANNE BRUSH

Plans to open Trombly as a dedicated early childhood center in the fall are 
pending a June 22 vote by the Board of Education.

See LIVES, page 12A

See HOLD, page 15A
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Brett Abke got a letter 
in the mail the fi nal week 
of his senior year that 
made him think back to 
when he was a seventh 
grader at Parcells Middle 
School.

The letter, completed 
as an assignment for Dan 
Bens’ English class, was 
written in two different 
pens. Abke remembers 
feeling rushed to fi nish 
the assignment — to 
write a letter to his future 
self — by the deadline.

Receiving the letter fi ve 
years later, Abke was 
reminded of events he 
otherwise might have 
forgotten.

“We just landed a probe 
on a comet,” he said. “We 
were in the middle of a 
really bad winter — the 
third most snowfall in 
Michigan history. ISIS and 
the Taliban (were) terror-
izing the Middle East.”

The Ebola plague had 
“settled down with 40 
Ebola cases left,” he 
added.

The irony of this last 
detail was not lost on the 
18-year-old who, due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, was 
anticipating Grosse Pointe 
North High School’s fi rst-
ever virtual graduation cer-
emony June 4.

Abke also wrote about 
his interests.

“I was really obsessed 
with baseball in this let-
ter and I don’t even play 
baseball now,” said the 
three-sport athlete, who 
played soccer at North 
four years, baseball for 
two and basketball his 
senior year.

Other things have 
changed, he noted. His 
hair, once long, is now 
cut short, although he 
has grown it during the 
pandemic. He and his 
friends compared notes 
on their letters and 
refl ected on how friend 
groups have evolved.

Abke’s hope for the 
future fi ve years ago was 
that he would graduate 
from college and stick 
with his major. Today, 
about to embark on his 
next academic chapter at 
Michigan State University, 
where he plans to major 
in chemical engineering, 
he has the same wish.

Bens started the assign-
ment about 25 years ago, 
adapting it from some-
thing he came across in 
the National Council of 
Teachers in English 
materials.

The assignment is to 
“write a letter to the per-
son who they will be 
when they are preparing 
to graduate from high 

school and then I send it 
to them,” Bens said. “I 
give them a format. They 
write about fi ve different 
topics. The fi rst is their 
current physical appear-
ance — so they’re basi-
cally describing to their 
12th-grade self … how 
they looked in seventh 
grade.”

Additional paragraphs 
are about favorite things, 
important people and 
what is currently happen-
ing in their lives, at school 
and in the world.

“I like that paragraph 
because we lose those 
points in time in the 
past,” Bens added.

The last paragraph is 
about hopes and dreams 
for the future.

Bens treats it like any 
writing assignment.

“I want them to do a 
good job writing it,” he 
said. “I read it, I grade it 
and then they make a 
fi nal copy and seal it in 
an envelope that stays 
sealed until they get it.”

Up until this year, Bens 
required letters to be 
handwritten “and then 
we throw it all away so 
you have no record of it 
and you’ll get your letter 
in fi ve years,” he said.

With instruction han-
dled remotely since mid-
March, Bens allowed the 
students to compose 

drafts as a Google doc 
and share it with him to 
suggest revisions. After 
the final version was 
turned in and he printed 
and sealed it in an enve-
lope, he urged them to 
delete all earlier drafts to 
preserve the surprise.

This will be the last 
year for this assignment, 
as Bens is retiring after 
33 years. He spent his 
entire teaching career at 
Parcells.

“It’s an awesome place. 
It was when I got there 
and it is now and I know 
it will continue to be,” he 
said. “It’s very special.”

While Bens is looking 
forward to retirement — 
in particular, spending 
time with his two young 
grandsons — he had not 
anticipated the way his 
fi nal year would end.

The closure of schools 
“felt like a rug pulled out 
from under my feet 
because it was so sud-
den,” Bens said. “The 
last time I went in and 
said, ‘Good morning, 
everybody. Here is what 
we’re going to do,’ I 
didn’t even realize that 
was my last time. That’s 
a little strange having 
that come to such an 
abrupt end.”

While he applauded 
the students for their par-
ticipation in online learn-

ing, he said he missed the 
daily interaction.

“That’s the hardest 
thing — missing the 
kids,” he said.

The letter assignment 
provides a way to stay 
engaged with the seventh 
graders while reconnect-
ing with the seniors.

For the next fi ve years, 
Bens will carry out the 
end-of-year tradition with 
his former students, head-
ing to the post offi ce with 

the next batch of letters.
“I love connecting with 

these kids five years 
later,” he said, adding he 
regularly attends North 
commencement ceremo-
nies and graduation par-
ties, where he often sees 
the letter included as part 
of a senior’s school mem-
orabilia.

“It’s satisfying to be 
able to give them a 
glimpse of their previous 
self,” he said.

By Mary Anne Brush
Staff Writer

Letter to a future self

PHOTO COURTESY OF RENEE LANDUYT

North senior Brett Abke shows off the letter he 
wrote to himself when he was in seventh grade.

ignorance with more igno-
rance. As a community, we 
must be able to see outside 
of our own perspectives 
and examine how bias and 
privilege still exist in our 
schools. And if we cannot 
manage that, then the 
classrooms will just 
become another shackle 
holding the black commu-
nity down.”

Melba Dearing, a 2020 
graduate from the 
University of Detroit 
Mercy, talked about how 
she was negatively 
impacted when several 
students made a viral 
video about “what their 
plans would be when 

they became president 
and what they would do 
with black students.

“These were the same 
students who sat next to 
me and worked on proj-
ects,” she said. “To go 
home and to know those 
were the conversations 
they were having behind 
my back. It was an eye-
opening experience being 
a senior and to think I had 
those bonds and fi nd out 
that was not the case.

“It was very hurtful at 
the time, but I will say 
I’ve grown from that 
experience,” she added. 

Brooklyn Northcross, 
who will attend Princeton 
University in the fall, 
talked about her work as 
a student leader with 
SEEDS — Students 

E m p o w e r i n g  a n d 
Educating a Diverse 
Society — especially plan-
ning Culture Week as part 
of the after-school club, in 
its third year at South.

“From the student body, 
there was more participa-
tion than we initially 
expected,” Northcross 
said. “However, there was 
a lot of chatter on Facebook 
from parents. They were 
saying what we were 
doing was illegal and we 
were trying to indoctrinate 
students with our radical, 
leftist views.”

Northcross called for 
“initiative from the people 
in power” and questioned 
why “the burden is always 
on us to fi nd the solution. 
We’re doing all we can, but 
our student-run clubs can 

only take things so far.
“This racism, though it 

may not be on paper, it’s 
held in the hearts of stu-
dents of color,” she added.

Ya n c e y  a s s u r e d 
Northcross “this conver-
sation will lead to better 
experiences.”

 Senior Just-us Welch, 
who is attending Howard 
University in the fall, also 
shared her experiences 
attending Grosse Pointe 
schools since fi fth grade.

“Throughout my time 
in the school system, it 
feels like students like 
me and the students I 
have spoken with and the 
students in the club 
SEEDS that I facilitate, it 
feels like we have two 
choices: to fall below the 
margins and the system 
basically works against 
us, or we have to rise 
above and excel and 
show we are worthy to be 
in this school district.

“A lot of times with the 
restorative justice pro-
grams, we’re put in situa-
tions where we have to 
confront our oppressors 
directly,” she continued. 
“There’s a lot of pressure 
to make sure that things 
transition smoothly for us 
when we are going to the 
school. It feels like not 
just the administration 
but staff and teachers 
only look to support us 
when there’s a scandal 
taking place. When we 

bring up teachers need-
ing racial bias training or 
other things putting the 
students on the forefront, 
they tell us they are try-
ing to improve the school 
system, but these things 
have been going on for 
years.”

“You’re saying the sup-
port system for the stu-
dents could be much 
better,” Banks clarifi ed.

Yancey asked where 
Welch would like the sup-
port to come from.

“I think it begins with 
the teachers because we 
have to see them every 
day,” Welch said. “We’ve 
had a lot of teachers who 
have expressed some sort 
of bias on the micro-level. 
When we bring it up with 
the teachers or the coun-
selors, the burden is on us 
to talk it out with them.”

In wrapping up the con-
versation, Banks asked 
each participant to share a 
request with Niehaus and 
the school system.

Douglas said her main 
concern is the students 
“and especially the 
African American stu-
dents who attend our 
schools. We just want 
them to be safe and com-
fortable in their environ-
ment. The concerns I’m 
hearing from parents in 
Harper Woods is they 
want their kids to be safe 
and welcome. … They 
feel disenfranchised. 

They feel they are being 
left out of discussions.”

Her suggestion to 
Niehaus was “to be more 
transparent and forth-
coming so they know 
what is happening.”

Among other requests, 
Griffi th asked Niehaus to 
put the hiring of an equity 
offi cer on top of the dis-
trict’s priority list.

Pugh turned her “ask” 
into an offer of help from 
the State Board of 
Education.

“What can we do as a 
board? There are so many 
children who are leading 
us and they are calling us 
to lead and asking us to 
do things maybe that my 
generation didn’t do,” she 
said. “Racism and the 
things these children are 
expressing they’re expe-
riencing are real and we 
have to listen to them 
because this impacts 
their future. … My heart 
is full just hearing their 
voices and their future 
and we don’t want to put 
any stumbling blocks or 
any impediments from 
any further instances of 
racism.”

“Children are a gift 
from God,” McCoy said. 
“They deserve the best 
education possible. … 
What is the ‘ask’ of the 
district? Try to meet the 
students where they are 
and make sure you cre-
ate a safe space.”

LIVES:
Continued from page 11A
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A Neighborhood Tradition Since 1970

WE ARE OPEN!
Your favorite toy & hobby shop is now open.

We are excited to see you soon!

061820



GROSSE POINTE NEWS, JUNE 18, 2020

SCHOOLS  |  13A 

SCHOOLS3AA

The Grosse Pointe 
South High School Wind 
Ensemble and their 
teacher, Christopher 
Takis, have been invited 
to perform at the 2021 
M i c h i g a n  M u s i c 
Conference Friday, Jan. 
29, 2021. This annual 
event, held at the DeVos 
Performance Hall in 
Grand Rapids, is the 
state’s music education 
conference presented by 
the Michigan School 
Band & Orchestra 
Association, Michigan 
School Vocal Music 
Association, Michigan 
Chapter of the American 
S t r i n g  Te a c h e r s 
Association and the 
M i c h i g a n  M u s i c 
Education Association.

Bright note

PHOTO COURTESY OF BRYAN GROSE

Celebrating school’s end
Richard Elementary School students, from left, Sophie Grose, Avery Thomson, Christina Karcher and Leah 
Maldonado celebrated the last day of fourth grade, Friday, June 12, with a wagon ride through Pier Park. 

State law requires the 
Grosse Pointe Public 
School System Board of 
Education to adopt its 
budget prior to the start of 
each fi scal year. The 2020-
21 budget refl ects an over-
all operating loss of $4.1 
million and a reduction in 
fund balance due to a 
decline in enrollment and 
shortfall in the state 
school aid fund.

Deputy Superintendent 
for Business Operations 
Amanda Matheson pre-
sented the budget to the 
board at the regular 
meeting June 8, to be 
approved at the June 22 
meeting.

Revenue
The proposed budget 

for general fund revenue 
of $89,877,388 includes 
four main components of 
revenue — local, state, 
federal and interdistrict 
sources, according to 
Matheson. Local property 
tax levies comprise 95 
percent of local revenue, 
with the fi ve municipali-
ties within the district 
boundaries yielding tax-
able value growth of 
approximately 4.12 per-
cent for tax year 2020, 
resulting in an increase of 
$523,088 in local sources.

“This is a combination 
of our operating millage 
of 18 mills and our hold 

Budget reflects 
operating loss
By Mary Anne Brush
Staff Writer

See BUDGET, page 17A

GROSSE POINTE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON 

PROPOSED 2020-2021 BUDGET
 PLEASE TAKE NOTICE

 Grosse Pointe Public School System will hold a Public Hearing on its proposed budget for the 2020-2021 school 
year at a special meeting of the Board of Education held at 7:00 p.m. on June 29, 2020.  Due to the State’s Stay Home, 
Stay Safe Executive Orders, this meeting will be held virtually.
 
 The Board may not adopt its proposed 2020-2021 budgets until after a public hearing. A copy of the proposed 
2020-2021 budgets, including the proposed property tax millage rate, is available for public inspection on the District 
web site www.gpschools.org. Physical copies of the proposed budget will be made available for inspection upon 
request by calling (313) 432-3062.
 
 The property tax millage rate proposed to be levied to support the proposed budgets will be a subject of this hearing.
 
 This notice is given by order of the Board of Education.

____________________________________________
 Kathleen Abke, Secretary
GPN: 06/18/19
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Complimentary written Market evaluation

Contact one of our partners to learn the value of your home.

Call: (313) 886.1000 
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18472 Mack Ave., Grosse Pointe Farms, MI  48236 



GROSSE POINTE NEWS, JUNE 18, 2020

14A  |  SCHOOLS

AA4SCHOOLS

The following students 
were named to the 
December 2019 Honor 
Roll at Central Michigan 
University: Olla Reisen 
from the City of Grosse 
Pointe; Jessica Boehmer, 
Celeste Janson and 
Olivia Sheffer from 
Grosse Pointe Farms; 
Sarah Buttiglieri, Holly 
Daywalt and Meghan 
Groustra from Grosse 
Pointe  Park;  Lily 
Adzigian, Kelly Baranek, 
Madison Delas, Ethan 
Jerry, Josephine Riley, 
A l l i s o n  S c h a d e n , 
Bassam Shehadeh and 
Jordan White of Grosse 
Pointe Woods; and 
Simone Adams, Imani 
Brown, Dajai Chatman, 
Carly Lemanski and 
Olivia Martin of Harper 
Woods.

���
N i c h o l a s  G b u r, 

Kristen Kaled  and 
Gabriel Korkmaz of 
Grosse Pointe Woods 
graduated from Grand 
Valley State University 

in December 2019.
���

John Walton of the 
City of Grosse Pointe was 
named to the fall 2019 
Dean’s List at Roger 
Williams University.

���
Samuel Brusilow of 

the City of Grosse Pointe 
was named to the Dean’s 
List for the fall 2019 
semester at Washington 
University in St. Louis. 
He is the son of Cindy 
and Bill Brusilow.

���
Cameron Zak of the 

City of Grosse Pointe was 
named to Centre College 
Dean’s List for the fall 
2019 term. She is the 
daughter of Anthony and 
Caroline Zak and a grad-
uate of Grosse Pointe 
South High School.

���
Jacqueline Kolomjec 

of Grosse Pointe Farms 
and Benjamin Shires of 
Grosse Pointe Park gradu-
ated from the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln May 

2020, receiving a Bachelor 
of Science degree in busi-
ness administration. 
Adam Fullerton of Grosse 
Pointe Park received a 
Doctor of Philosophy 
degree in graduate stud-
ies.

���
Blair Shortal and 

Alexander Owens of the 
City of Grosse Pointe 
graduated from the 
University of Mississippi 
in May.

���
Tiffany Furicchia was 

named to Montclair State 
University’s fall 2019 
Dean’s List.

���
Jessie Trube from 

Grosse Pointe Park was 
named to Slippery Rock 
University’s spring 2020 
Dean’s List.

���
Lakisha Pressley of 

Grosse Pointe Woods 
graduated from Olivet 
College in May.

���
Jacob Schwessinger of 

Grosse Pointe Park was 
inducted into The Honor 
Society of Phi Kappa Phi 
at the University of 
Southern California.

���
John O’Dell of Grosse 

Pointe Farms was named 
to the spring 2020 Dean’s 
List at Bob Jones 
University. 

���
Tanner Belanger and 

Riley Francis of Grosse 
Pointe Farms and Dana 
Froggett of Grosse Pointe 
Woods were named to 
the winter 2020 Dean’s 
List at Alma College. All 
three students are gradu-
ates of Grosse Pointe 
South High School.

���
Jennifer Czerniawski 

of Grosse Pointe Woods 
received a Master of 
Occupational Therapy 
degree and Elizabeth 
Murphy of the City of 
Grosse Pointe received a 
Bachelor of Science 
degree in education from 
the University of Findlay.

���
Henry Duhaime of 

Grosse Pointe Farms and 
John Maxey of Grosse 
Pointe Woods each 
received a Master of 
Science degree from the 
Georgia Institute of 
Technology in May.

���
Charlotte Nicholson of 

Grosse Pointe Woods 
was named to the Dean’s 
List for the spring 2020 
semester at the University 
of Vermont.

���
Grosse Pointe Farms 

r e s i d e n t  N a t h a n 
Lawrence was named to 
Albion College’s spring 
2020 Dean’s  L is t . 
Lawrence majored in 
business with a concen-
tration in the Carl A. 
Gerstacker Institute for 
B u s i n e s s  a n d 

PRIDE OF THE POINTES

On one of his last days at 
Trombly before it closes its 
doors as an elementary 
school, Principal Walter 
Fitzpatrick was greeted by 
school secretary Dineen 
Krotche with the words: 
“There’s something for 
you on your chair.”

She suggested he may 
want to take a moment 
by himself, Fitzpatrick 
said.

“This was great advice 
from someone who 
knows me well,” said the 
longtime principal, who 
is moving to Kerby 
Elementary School for 
the 2020-21 school year.

Fitzpatrick said it did, 
in fact, take him a while 
to collect himself after he 
walked into his offi ce and 
saw a handmade quilt 
waiting for him. It also 
took time to read all the 
separate squares stitched 
into the quilt from cur-
rent and past students.

“I was overwhelmed 
and I guess I would say 
shocked at the fact that 
Jennifer Kemp started this 
and undertook the mak-
ing of the quilt ,” 
Fitzpatrick said. “That in 
itself just creates a great 
feeling and shows the 
commitment to Trombly 
from our parental com-

munity. But I guess what 
was the most overwhelm-
ing was the number of 
alumni who had squares 
on the quilt.”

Fitzpatrick said the 
quilt includes notes from 
students who have grad-
uated from high school 
and college.

“That part brought a 
huge smile to my face … 
to think back that that 
many students have 
walked through the halls 
of Trombly and still have 
good memories of their 
time here.”

He said he remembers 
each one.

Kemp, a former Trombly 
parent, started working on 
the quilt to commemorate 
Fitzpatrick’s years at 
Trombly months ago, 
designing the quilt pattern, 
reaching out to all the 
teachers and collecting the 
squares. She provided 
each teacher a packet of 
pre-cut squares and mark-
ers to distribute to their 
students. She also coordi-
nated with the pre-K 
teachers and worked 
together to collect the 
handprints of the youngest 
learners who couldn’t 
write their own names.

One time she and stu-
dents almost got caught 
in the act — Fitzpatrick 

Blanketed in love
By Mary Anne Brush
Staff Writer

PHOTO COURTESY OF RENEE LANDUYT

PHOTO COURTESY OF BARBARA JOHNS

Trojan talent
Talent runs in the Johns family of Grosse Pointe 
Park. Matriarch Barbara Johns drew the Pierce 
Trojan logo to use on T-shirts for some of the 
school’s eighth-grade students and her son, 
Maksim, pictured, drew it at the end of their drive-
way in the 1100 block of Yorkshire.

See LOVE, page 16A

See PRIDE, page 16A

16847 Kercheval Avenue, Grosse Pointe, MI 48230
313-882-6880
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table decor, cards and stationery, custom 
invitations, and bridal registry services

Curbside Service Available 
Monday - Saturday 11:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M

Free Gift Wrap & Local Delivery / Shipping Options Available

We are grateful for your continued loyalty during 
these unprecedented times. The past several months 
have been challenging for both our community and
our nation.

 The League Shop family salutes fi rst responders, 
medical professionals, and all who continue to make
a difference in meeting the challenges we face. 

 We are committed to providing excellent customer 
service in a safe and hospitable shopping environment.
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FREE
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20725 Mack Ave.
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Business Hours -
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Saturday 8 am - 2 pm

Thank you for your ongoing Support
From the staff  of Teknicolor GPW.
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Neither snow nor rain 
nor heat — nor heavy 
backpack — stayed this 
second grader from the 
swift completion of his 
appointed route to school. 
By the last day of school 
Friday, June 12, Max 
McPartlin, a student at 
Maire Elementary School, 
had walked or biked to 
school every day this year 
— even after schools 
throughout the state 
closed for remote learning 
due to COVID-19.

Some days were swifter 
than others, noted his 
mother, Sarah McPartlin. 
The walk from their home 
on Yorkshire in Grosse 
Pointe Park to Maire, 
located in the City of 
Grosse Pointe, took eight 
minutes “if we’re really 
moving,” she said. “I think 
on relaxed days, it would 
probably take 12.”

Max McPartlin began 
his walking streak as a 
first grader and hasn’t 
strayed from the course.

“When I started to go 

to Maire Elementary, the 
first day I walked to 
school,” he said. “The 
whole week I walked to 
school without thinking 
about it. So I decided, 
why not walk to school 
every day?”

He kept his pledge 
through fi rst grade and 
continued through sec-
ond grade — up until 
schools closed March 13.

“Then the coronavirus 
happened,” McPartlin 
said. “I said, ‘How am I 
going to walk to school 
every day?’ So my mom 
suggested, ‘Why don’t 
you walk around the 
block?’ So I did every day 
until the end of school.

“Sometimes I walked 
around the block or to 
The Village,” he added. 
“Or sometimes I walked 
to Maire.”

Sarah McPartlin calcu-
lated he walked 119 
times during regular 
school days and 61 times 
during remote learning, 
for a grand total of 180 
times.

He has walked through 
rain, the polar vortex of 

2019 “and now through-
out the global pandemic,” 
his mother said. He even 
carried his booster seat 
on days fi eld trips were 
scheduled.

After he completed his 
walk, McPartlin would 
settle down at the dining 
room table for Zoom 
meetings with his 
teacher, Sarah Neely, and 
classmates.

There was a side ben-
efit to the walk, the 
8-year-old discovered — 
it helped him concentrate 
on his schoolwork.

“Sometimes it helps 
because I’m feeling 
super tired and when I 
go on a walk to school, it 
kind of just wakes me up 
and I get to do my school-
work perfectly fi ne,” he 
said. 

McPartlin vows to 
maintain his streak 
through the rest of his 
days at Maire. 

When asked if he plans 
to walk the longer dis-
tance to Pierce Middle 
School in a few years, he 
was less resolute.

“Maybe,” he said.

By Mary Anne Brush
Staff Writer

Maire second grader keeps walking streak alive

Second grader Max McPartlin braved all sorts of weather to keep up his walk-
ing (or biking) streak to Maire Elementary School the entirety of fi rst and sec-
ond grades, including after schools closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  
Above right, he set out for his fi nal walk the last day of school Friday, June 12.
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the center in its fi rst year 
would be limited to four 
classrooms on the ground 
fl oor already equipped to 
house preschoolers. Pre-K 
licensing for the classroom 
currently used for pre-K 
students could be 
expanded to all four.

Renovations necessary 
to accommodate infants 
and toddlers, expand 
available classrooms to 
nine and provide year-
round programming was 
set to commence the sum-
mer of 2021, with costs 
covered by the donors.

The goal by the third 
year was to expand the 
program to fill all nine 
classrooms and serve 
infants, toddlers, 2 1/2- to 
4-year-olds and Young 5s.

The next steps were for 
the district to submit a pro-
posal and budget to the 
donor and market the 
Trombly ECC as a pre-K 
tuition-based option in 
2020-21 and for Levasseur 
to draft an agreement.

At the Jan. 27 meeting, 
the board approved the 
2020-21 budget parame-
ters, which included 
expanding the ECC pro-
gram to the south end. To 
date, the headcount is 42, 
or 34.6 full-time equiva-
lents. The three-, four- 
and five-day programs, 
which require 48 FTEs to 
break even and reach 
capacity at 64 FTEs, are 
projected to run at a defi -
cit of approximately 
$60,000.

On April 20, Niehaus 
contacted Summerfi eld to 
determine the status of the 
agreement. Summerfi eld 

said he called Levasseur 
and Stines that day. 
Levasseur responded 
someone was working on 
the agreement and he 
would circle back. Stines 
called back April 27, 
Summerfield said, con-
fi rming the donor intended 
to proceed and an agree-
ment was coming. 
Summerfield confirmed 
both conversations with 
Niehaus.

On May 5, Levasseur 
and Niehaus spoke on the 
phone. According to 
Levasseur’s follow-up let-
ter May 8, they “discussed 
the serious concerns that 
the donors have with 
regard to the timing of the 
start of any construction or 
other work on the pro-
posed Trombly ECC given 
the uncertainties caused 
by COVID-19. In particu-
lar, the donors do not want 
to commit to funding until 
the impact of COVID-19 
on the operation of the 
Grosse Pointe schools and 
future operations is 
known. Although proto-
cols and rules are not yet 
known regarding the 
reopening and operations 
of schools, the donors 
believe that student spac-
ing requirements are very 
likely to be a component of 
future educational activi-
ties and that the preclusion 
of Trombly as a compo-
nent of those efforts due to 
construction or activities 
for a Trombly ECC would 
be counterproductive at 
this time.”

Adding to the COVID-19 
uncertainty, according to a 
source close to the negoti-
ations, “The donors are 
now hesitant to commit 
due to the turmoil on the 
board with the resignation 

of the president and by 
what appears to be mis-
management by the 
administration.”

In a May 12 response to 
Levasseur ’s  le t ter, 
Niehaus wrote the GPPSS 
“is surprised and disap-
pointed that the donor has 
decided not to proceed 
with the agreement that 
was tentatively reached in 
December 2019. 

“While I understood the 
concerns raised about 
COVID-19 during our 
meeting (which the district 
will continue to address as 
the situation evolves),” he 
continued, “I did not get 
the impression that the 
donor wanted to stop the 
expansion, particularly 
when we already had par-
ents of 45 children commit 
to the program. You state 
that the donor does not 
want any funds committed 
or put to use until there is 
an agreement on how that 
will be accomplished. That 
agreement is exactly what 
I expected you to provide 
after our meeting, includ-
ing any proposed provi-
sions the donor felt 
necessary to address the 
COVID-19 situation or any 
other contingencies.”

“Dennis called me before 
the May facility meeting 
and we had a conversa-
tion,” Niehaus said. “It was 
back and forth. ‘What do 
you think is going to hap-
pen with COVID? What do 
you think is going to hap-
pen with fall?’ I thought I 
had answered all his ques-
tions. I had to send him the 
proposal and budget 
because he had lost them. I 
reported that Dennis and I 
had a conversation and the 
agreement was forthcom-
ing.”

At the May 7 facilities 
committee, Niehaus told 
attendees he was waiting 
for a letter of intent from 
the donor, including 
approval on a budget of 
nearly $1.4 million, an 
increase from the original 
offer of $1 million.

“I truly believe there was 
a miscommunication 
between Gary and 
Dennis,” Summerfield 
said. “I have no doubt Gary 
went into that facilities 
committee believing the 
funding was coming. If 
there was concern about 
COVID, Gary probably 
thought he addressed it.”

“Maybe Gary was con-
fused or I wasn’t clear,” 
Levasseur said. “I’ll be 
happy to take the blame 
for that if I wasn’t clear. As 
soon as I heard what Gary 
said at the (facilities com-
mittee) meeting … I wasn’t 
upset. I just wanted to 
make it clear to him that 
we’re putting the pause 
button on that and I 
wanted to reiterate that to 
clarify any confusion I 
might have caused or if he 
misunderstood me.

“If I get a call or commu-
nication from Gary that 
here’s our plan for 
Trombly and we’re 

reopening the schools or 
we don’t expect to need 
the space — that’s going to 
have to be based on what-
ever the state mandates — 
we’ll get back on the job 
and start considering tak-
ing the pause button off,” 
he added. “We’re not walk-
ing away. We’re hitting the 
brakes a little bit — pump-
ing them — and want to 
make sure the public at 
large is well served.”

The board will vote at 
the June 22 regular meet-
ing whether to offer the 
program as a one-year 
pilot without guaranteed 
donor funding.
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Brooklyn Northcross 
didn’t know her chemis-
try teacher, John Theisen, 
had nominated her for 
the award until she won.

The Grosse Pointe 
South High School senior 
and City of Grosse Pointe 
resident was among 46 
high school students in 
the country named 2020 
Outstanding Young 
Women in Chemistry by 
Iota Sigma Pi, the 
National Honor Society 
for Women in Chemistry.

It wouldn’t have hap-
pened without Theisen’s 
help, Northcross said.

“He honestly gave me a 
passion for chemistry. I 
didn’t really know what I 
wanted to do in the 
future, but the way he 
engaged me in class and 
made it so fun to learn 
chemistry made me want 
to pursue it in the future,” 
she said.

This fall, Northcross is 
attending Princeton 
University, where she 
plans to study biological 
and chemical engineer-
ing.

According to Theisen, 
Northcross excelled in 
honors, advanced place-
ment and organic chem-

istry, mastering all three 
courses in just two years.

“Brooklyn was never 
satisfi ed with just doing 
well; she consistently 
demonstrated a drive 
towards personal growth 
by stretching herself to 
reach her personal best 
— and then surpass it,” 
Theisen wrote in a 
description for Senior 
Honors Night. “And her 
dedication to not just her 
own improvement, but in 
making South an excel-
lent place to learn for any 
and all who attend there 
is likewise noteworthy.”

Theisen has nominated 
a top student for recogni-
tion by Iota Sigma Pi 

since 2015. Each year his 
classes are “heavily pop-
ulated with outstanding 
young women,” he wrote 
in an email, making the 
choice especially diffi-
cult. He also consults 
with colleagues in the 
department to narrow his 
selection among “several 
worthy candidates.”

“Brooklyn is an out-
standing young scholar,” 
Theisen wrote. “I could 
tell early on in her fi rst 
year she possessed great-
ness, but she didn’t seem 
to believe it herself. All I 
had to do was position 
her so she could demon-
strate to herself that she 
had real potential, then 
get out of her way.”

N o r t h c r o s s  s a i d 
Theisen’s belief in her 
was “inspiring.”

“I’m very hard on 
myself because I’m a 
really big perfectionist,” 
she said. “Seeing him so 
proud of me after every 
test … (was) very heart-
warming.

“I really appreciate 
everything he’s done for 
me,” she added.

The award includes an 
offi cial certifi cate issued 
by Iota Sigma Pi and rec-
ognition in the Iotan, the 
national publication of 
the Society.

By Mary Anne Brush
Staff Writer

South student receives 
national chemistry award

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE 
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Brooklyn Northcross

University Liggett 
School student Maria 
Fields was among 161 
outstanding American 
high school seniors 
named a 2020 U.S. 
Presidential Scholar.

The White House 
C o m m i s s i o n  o n 
Presidential Scholars 
selects scholars annually 
based on outstanding 
academic achievement, 
artistic excellence, tech-
nical expertise, leader-
ship, citizenship, service 
and contribution to 
school and community, 
according to a news 
release.

T h e  2 0 2 0  U . S . 
Presidential Scholars are 
comprised of one young 
man and one young 
woman from each state, 
the District of Columbia 
and Puerto Rico, and U.S. 
families living abroad.

Created in 1964, the 
scholars program has 
honored more than 7,600 
of the nation’s top-per-
forming students, with 
the award given to hon-
orees during an annual 
ceremony in Washington, 
D.C. The Class of 2020 
awardees will be recog-
nized this summer as 

public health circum-
stances permit, accord-
ing to the release.

Since 1983, each 
scholar has been offered 
the opportunity to name 
their most influential 
teacher. That teacher is 
honored with a personal 
letter from the Secretary 
of Education.

Fields selected ULS 
upper school science 
teacher Liz Dann for this 
recognition.

Dann said she was 
Fields’ ninth-grade biol-
ogy teacher and faculty 
adviser for a genetics 
club she founded.

“I have the great joy of 
being the right teacher at 

the right time to 
introduce an idea to 
a bright young lady 
who understood it 
from the get-go,” 
Dann said regarding 
Fields’ research 
work investigating 
breast cancer mor-
tality rates in African 
American women, 
for which she was 
named among 40 
high school fi nalists 
in the Regeneron 
Sc ience  Ta lent 
Search 2020 and 
awarded $25,000.

“It’s very exciting 
that a young African 

American woman has 
distinguished herself in a 
fi eld that has heretofore 
been dominated by men 
and she is bringing race 
into the conversation,” 
she added.

Dann described Fields 
as fi erce, capable, inde-
pendent, artistic and 
qualifi ed.

“She has incredible 
grace and maturity, that’s 
for sure. When she has 
setbacks or disappoint-
ments, she does not lin-
ger. She learns all that 
she can and she moves 
on. It’s incredibly inspir-
ing to see that kind of 
wisdom from someone 
that young.”

ULS senior named 2020 
U.S. Presidential Scholar
By Mary Anne Brush
Staff Writer
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Maria Fields

made an unannounced 
visit to the pre-K class 
“just as we were getting 
prepped,” Kemp said. 
“We almost got busted!”

With help from Krotche 
a n d  s e c o n d - g r a d e 
teacher Steve Buckman, 
Kemp was able to collect 
squares from all the 
classes but one by 
Thursday, March 12, the 
last day of school before 
the shutdown.

Fortunately, Kemp 
reached out to several 
parents in that classroom 
and was able to obtain 
signatures from the 
entire class, even during 
the quarantine.

She contacted alumni 
by posting on Facebook 
community pages and her 
own personal page. 
Friends helped in the 

effort, with Beth Newhart 
and Bev Bennert setting 
up a table at Pierce Middle 
School, Kemp said, so for-
mer Trombly students 
could sign squares there, 
yielding more than 100 
alumni squares.

The alumni squares 
make up the gray back-
ground of the quilt. The 
heart is comprised of 267 
red squares — each one a 
current Trombly student 
or staff signature. There 
are also 15 handprints 
from pre-K students.

“I was the architect and 
builder, but it really is a 
group project in every 
sense,” Kemp said. 
“Much like the school, it 
would not be the same 
without each unique 
piece of the whole.”

Kemp said while the 
project “was the worst-
kept secret in town,” with 
teachers, parents and 
students in the know, for 
Fitzpatrick, “It was a total 
surprise,” he said. “I had 
no clue anything was 
going on.”
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Management. He is the 
son of Cameron and 
Karen Lawrence and a 
graduate of Grosse 
Pointe South High 
School.

���
Michael Calcaterra 

graduated summa cum 
laude and William 
Poplawski graduated 
magna cum laude from 
College of the Holy Cross 
in May. Both are resi-
dents of the City of 
Grosse Pointe.

���
Kynadi Echols, Rachel 

Sexton and Samuel 
Salisbury, all of Grosse 
Pointe Woods, were 
named to Belmont 
University’s spring 2020 
Dean’s List.

���
The following stu-

dents were named to 
the Honor Roll  at 
C e n t r a l  M i c h i g a n 
U n i v e r s i t y :  Ay a n a 
Crayton  and Ryan 
Reveley of the City of 
Grosse Pointe; Jessica 
Boehmer, Kira Loren 
and Olivia Sheffer of 

Grosse Pointe Farms; 
Sarah Buttiglieri, Holly 
D a y w a l t ,  M e g h a n 
Groustra and Sydney 
Semack  of  Grosse 
Po in te  Park ;  Li ly 
Adzigian, Christion 
Cal loway,  Stephen 
C a r l s o n ,  E v a 
Ciaramitaro, Madison 
Delas, Ethan Jerry, Jill 
M i e c z k o w s k i  a n d 
Josephine Riley  of 
Grosse Pointe Woods; 
and Imani Brown, Dajai 
C h a t m a n ,  C a r l y 
L e m a n s k i ,  O l i v i a 
Martin  and Abigail 
Paton of Harper Woods.

���
Allan Stevenson of the 

City of Grosse Pointe 
g r a d u a t e d  f r o m 
Heidelberg University in 
May.

���
Andra Woods of the 

City of Grosse Pointe 
graduated from Bowdoin 
College in May with a 
major in Africana studies 
and a minor in cinema 
studies.

���
M a r y  M o n a h a n 

received a Bachelor of 
Science degree in nurs-
ing from Spring Arbor 
University in spring.

���
Meghan Mitchell of 

Grosse Pointe Farms was 
awarded a Bachelor of 
Arts in Communication & 
Information Sciences 
degree from the University 
of Alabama in spring.

���
Elijah Rollerson, a 

s e n i o r  a t  B e t h e l 
University, was named 
to the Dean’s List for 
the spring 2020 semes-
ter. He is the son of 
Terrance and Michelle 
Rollerson of Grosse 
Pointe Woods.

���
Brenna Finley of the 

City of Grosse Pointe was 
named to William & 
Mary’s Dean’s list for the 
spring 2020 semester.

���
The following students 

were named to the 
University of Wisconsin-
Madison’s spring 2020 
Dean’s List: Chase Clark 
and Adam Ebenhoeh of 
the City of Grosse Pointe; 
Claire Koeppen and 
Madeline Schebil of 
Grosse Pointe Farms; 
and Camryn Simon and 
Ava Wisniewski  of 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

���
John Schulte of the 

City of Grosse Pointe was 
named to the Dean’s List 
for the spring 2020 
semester at Baldwin 
Wallace University. He is 
a graduate of Grosse 
Pointe South High 
School.

���
The following stu-

dents were named to 
the Dean’s Honor Roll 
for the spring 2020 
semester at Lawrence 
T e c h n o l o g i c a l 
Univers i ty :  Ardian 
Kelmendi and Carina 
Taylor of the City of 
Grosse Pointe; Meredith 
Bruni of Grosse Pointe 
Farms; Sean Fannon of 
Grosse Pointe Park; and 
Jackson Walkowiak 
and Brittany Rizzo of 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

���
Sydney Eger of Grosse 

Pointe Shores was named 
to Marquette University’s 
spring 2020 Dean’s List. 
Eger is pursing a 
Bachelor of Science 
degree in biomechanics.
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St. Clare of Montefalco 
School Principal Ann 
Crowley is pleased with 
what the school accom-
plished this school year, 
in spite of ending the 
year with distance learn-
ing.

“This beautiful spiri-
tual school community 
truly embraced its pres-
ence between Mack and 
Charlevoix these past 10 
months,” Crowley said. 
“Our school year began 
with bringing technology 
upgrades, allowing for all 
classrooms to have iPad 
or Chromebook centers 
for daily student use. A 
complete overhaul of our 
technology lab was also 
completed thanks to 
donations by generous 
parishioners and our 
PTO. This renovation 
brought design updates 
and brand-new student 
computers.”

Due to the technology 
upgrades, distance learn-
ing was “a huge success,” 
Crowley reported, with 
synchronous and asyn-
chronous instruction 
occurring five days a 
week. Attendance in vir-
tual classrooms hovered 
between 85 and 100 per-
cent daily, with families 
and children having “the 
security that the school 
was still a huge part of 
their lives.”

As an added bonus, the 
Rev. Andrew Kowlaczyk 

provided a live Facebook 
children’s Mass that fam-
ilies attended each 
Wednesday. 

St. Clare of Montefalco 
School is now in the pro-
cess of becoming a one-
to-one laptop school for 
the upcoming school 
year, Crowley noted, pro-
viding all students with 
their own devices should 
future distance learning 
be required or building 
closures occur.

Examples Crowley 
cited nurturing students’ 
academic and emotional 
growth prior to distance 
learning included weekly 

classroom visits with the 
school’s youngest learn-
ers from young men 
from the University of 
Detroit Jesuit High 
School, fi eld trips, sixth-
grade camp, an abun-
dance of sports for 
second through eighth 
graders and programs 
like forensics, robotics, 
National Junior Honor 
Society, student council, 
Spanish club, altar serv-
ers, fl ag raisers, Knights 
of Columbus Spelling 
Bee and big buddies.

Also of note were inter-

national meet-ups with 
other schools via Skype 
and even international 
speakers Zooming with 
students during distance 
learning.

“St. Clare of Montefalco 
School is pleased to 
announce our school pro-
gram is going strong,” 
Crowley said, with some 
classrooms forming wait-
ing lists for the fall.

Among other “inspir-
ing news,” she added, are 
plans to expand back 
into the Sweeney Center 
school building.

The fall program will 
run fi ve days a week with 
small class sizes to 
accommodate social dis-
tancing.

“St. Clare of Montefalco 
School has the ability to 
reach the needs of our 
families seeking a rich, 
five-day-a-week educa-
tional and spiritual pro-
gram,” Crowley said.

She invited interested 
families to attend a virtual 
open house at visitst
clareschool.org from 2 to 
5:30 p.m. Sunday, June 21.

Visitors will be able to 
“Zoom live” with current 
staff and explore class-
rooms by opening links 
as part of a live website.

— Mary Anne Brush

St. Clare tackles technology, distance learning

COURTESY PHOTOS

Students at St. Clare of Montefalco.

harmless millage of 
5.3087 mills,” Matheson 
said. As operating millage 
collections increase due to 
rising taxable values, the 
amount of money the dis-
trict receives from the 
state decreases.

Enrollment is based on 
a blended full-time equiv-
alent count, with 90 per-
cent from the fall count 
and 10 percent from the 
prior year spring count.

Changes in state 
sources include a bud-
geted decrease in enroll-
ment of 200 FTEs based 
on a projection prepared 
by Plante Moran Cresa.

Also budgeted is a state 
foundation allowance 
reduction of $600 per 
pupil due to a projected 
shortfall of $1.1 million 
for the current fi scal year 
and another $962,000 for 
the next fi scal year due to 
the economic downturn 
attributed to COVID-19.

“As you’ve all been hear-
ing through various agen-
cies and associations, it’s 
looking like anywhere 

from $600 to $1,000 per 
pupil,” Matheson said. 
“There are many of our 
peers in our region that 
are budgeting a $650 to 
$700 per pupil reduction. 
We’ve made the decision 
to land at $600 for right 
now and then we will uti-
lize our fi rst amendment 
at that time to make an 
update based on what the 
state actually approves 
and provides to us as a 
budget.”

Another change to the 
budget is the creation of a 
special revenue fund for 
the fi ve special education 
categorical programs 
funded by the county-wide 
Act 18 special education 
millage. Matheson said 
$10.8 million in revenue 
and corresponding expen-
ditures has been moved 
from interdistrict sources 
in the general fund into a 
separate special revenue 
fund according to gener-
ally accepted accounting 
practice for a center-based 
program.

The remaining $2.7 
million of interdistrict 
funding is the enhance-
ment millage from Wayne 
RESA.

Expenditures
Total expenditures for 

2020-21 are budgeted at 
$94,035,880 under the 
assumption school will 
resume in the fall and 
expenditures will go back 
to normal operating levels.

“We have increased our 
expenditures by $1.1 mil-
lion, which is the reduc-
tion that we made to the 
2019-20 budget as part of 
the most recent amend-
ment,” Matheson said.

Other additions include 

the wage increases for 
the four contracts 
approved by the board 
May 18, an increase in 
the retirement rate from 
27.5 percent to 28.21 per-
cent and an increase in 
the unfunded actuarial 
accrued liability rate 
from 12.41 percent to 
14.51 percent, for a total 
of $1.2 million.

The closure of Poupard 
and Trombly elementary 
schools is expected to 
y i e l d  s a v i n g s  o f 

$1,276,424 from utilities 
and reduced staffing, 
including school admin-
istration, custodial and 
media personnel.

Declining enrollment 
results in a savings of 
$862,000 due to reduced 
professional staff — 
accomplished through 
attrition, Matheson noted 
— with approximately 26 
retirements yielding a 
savings of approximately 
$920,000.

Due to the reconfi gura-

tion, the district added an 
assistant principal and 
media specialist at 
Parcells Middle School 
for a combined total cost 
of $240,000.

Overall, the proposed 
general fund budget 
results in an operating 
loss for next year of 
$4,158,492, bringing the 
projected fund balance 
as of June 30, 2021, to 
$10,868,299, or 11.56 
percent of budgeted 
expenditures.

BUDGET:
Continued from page 13A

A fi rst grader enjoys learning in the iPad center.
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Best Shade Shop In Metro Detroit

Posterity Gallery hosts

• Custom Framing & Engraving
• Large Format Printing

• Gift • Wedding Frames • Original Art

Contact Posterity for more info

We are looking for
TEACHERS, ARTISTS & 

STUDENTS!

 Michelle Boggess is going to try to break 
the record for the largest hand-drawn maze 
— and you can watch! She will be drawing
at Posterity Gallery starting June 9th, from 10:30
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and continuing Tuesdays through
Saturdays in the Posterity window front.
 The maze will be drawn under the strict
guidelines of the Guinness World  Records.
The current record for a hand drawn maze is
1,072 square feet in size.
 The entire maze will take approx. 2 months to
complete, representing approximately 150 hours
of hand-crafting.
 Ms. Boggess is hoping individuals will “Sponsor
a Square Foot” so she can raise funds to benefi t
a local non-profi t, Living Arts of Detroit.
 The group is a team of 40+ teaching artists
who bring art programs to youth in Detroit.
To learn more about Michelle or Sponsor a Square
Foot, please visit www.boggessart.com.

       Watch live streaming!
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Guinness World Record attempt for

WORLDS LARGEST HAND-DRAWN MAZE
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THE GROSSE POINTES 
— Unemployment insur-
ance for nearly 350,000 
Michigan residents re-
cently was frozen as state 
offi cials attempted to in-
vestigate the onslaught of 
fraudulent claims. 

Unemployment-related 
crimes have seen a signif-
icant increase in the 
Grosse Pointes as well, 
with fi ve reported in one 
week in the City of 
Grosse Pointe alone. 
During the past month, 
the City has seen approx-

imately 15 cases of unem-
ployment claims filed 
under residents’ names.

Similar unemployment 
crimes, such as one in the 
Shores June 1, include an 
email scam that appeared 
to  be  sent  f rom 
Michigan’s Unemploy-
ment Insurance Agency 
and asked for the last 
four digits of a resident’s 
Social Security number.

The spike likely can be 
attributed to the fact that 
so many people have 
gone on unemployment 
during the stay-at-home 
order, according to Sgt. 
Joe Adams with the City 

public safety department, 
with the perpetrators 
simply picking random 
victims here and there.

“All they need to do is 
get one person and they 
just made $600 for the 
day,” he said. “ … 
Unfortunately, these 
criminals, that’s their 
thought process. They 
get one person, that’s a 
payday for them.”

In such cases, Adams 
reported it’s fairly 
uncommon to ever fi nd 
the perpetrators, since 
they consistently use dif-
ferent IP addresses and 
complex internet appli-

cations.
“One of the victims 

today asked me, ‘How do 
you think they got it?’ 
and I said, ‘You know, it’s 
the world we live in 
today. It’s the chances we 
take with the conve-
niences that we have,’” 
A d a m s  e x p l a i n e d . 
“Everybody does every-
thing online (like) paying 
their bills. Well, when 
you do that stuff, you’re 
more at risk of being 
compromised, so I 
always tell people you 
have to do your due dili-
gence to protect yourself, 
because you could be 

compromised at any time 
and you don’t even know 
it.”

The public safety 
department has created 
an identity theft sheet for 
victims that includes 
issues to watch for going 
forward and companies 
to contact to track the 
extent of the fraud.

“That seems to help out 
a lot of people, because 
they’re kind of like, ‘OK, 
what do I do next?’” 
Adams said. “ … Since 
those have gone out, the 
residents seem a little bit 
more knowledgeable 
about what’s going on.”

A similar occurrence 
took place in 2018, 
Adams said, when 75 
cases were reported 
within a two-month 
period, with two or three 
cases reported each day.

“Residents have to do 
their due diligence in 
making sure that they’re 
w a t c h i n g  ( t h e i r 
accounts) ,  because 
nobody else is watching 
it and that’s what they’re 
hoping to catch you on,” 
he said. “And that’s not 
just for unemployment. 
That’s for credit cards. 
That’s for bank accounts. 
That’s for everything.”

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Unemployment-related crimes see spike

CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — The City be-
came the first Grosse 
Pointe community to offi -
cially pass a resolution 
condemning racism and 
racial injustice, as well as 
supporting diversity and 
inclusion during the vir-
tual council meeting 
Monday, June 15.

“We commit the City of 
Grosse Pointe to equity, 
diversity and inclusion, 
because these values are 
proper and just, and they 
result in a stronger com-
munity,” it reads. “We 

believe that engagement, 
interaction and fair treat-
ment of all people fosters 
unity, increases under-
standing and promotes 
respect for differences. 
We believe in a commu-
nity where everyone 
belongs and everyone 
matters.”

The resolution passed 
unanimously and follows 
multiple peaceful pro-
tests throughout the 
Grosse Pointes, acknowl-
edging the grief and out-
rage expressed over the 
wrongful deaths of 
George Floyd and other 
African Americans.

“We pledge to be open 

to all voices in the com-
munity, to hear and 
understand concerns 
about racial injustice, 
systemic racism and the 
excessive use of force by 
police in society,” the res-
olution reads. “We com-
mit to taking action, in 
collaboration with the 
community, to examine 
and address concerns 
that are raised. We will 
make every possible 
effort to combat inequali-
ties and increase trust by 
and among all members 
of the community, its 
government officials, 
staff and public safety 
offi cers.”

City condemns racial injustice
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Grosse Pointe Public School System teachers Pat Brown and Matt Eszes be-
came friends years ago, when they both worked at Kerby Elementary School. 
The musicians jammed together on their lunch breaks and at the occasional as-
sembly for 10 years; however, four years ago, when Eszes transferred to 
Trombly Elementary School, the duo decided to form a band. Uncle Brown and 
ME have been playing guitar and singing around Grosse Pointe ever since.
Friday, June 12, the pair celebrated the last day of school — as is their tradition 
— by playing a gig on the outdoor patio at Atwater in the Park. It was their fi rst 
gig since COVID-19 restrictions were implemented. A handful of GPPSS teach-
ers were on hand to celebrate the close of the school year.

CITY OF GROSSE POINTE — As part of 
a coalition with Grosse Pointe Farms, 
Park and Shores and Harper Woods, the 
City’s recycling contract with GFL 
Environmental was set to expire at the 
end of June, leading to unanimous ap-
proval of a 15-month extension by coun-
cil Monday, June 15.

The extension begins July 1, but until 
Oct. 1, will remain at $3.99 per unit per 
month. A rate increase of 2 percent, or 
26 cents, will be effective Oct. 1, through 
Sept. 30, 2021.

“I think some of us were concerned 
there was going to be a much larger than 
2 percent increase,” Councilman John 
Stempfl e said. “Two percent is very rea-
sonable.”

Along with the other coalition commu-
nities, the City intends to competitively 
bid out the recycling program by the end 
of this extension.

“Due to the pandemic, the recycling 
market still remains in fl ux and we don’t 
think this would be a good time to bid 
out the recycling,” City Manager Peter 
Dame said.

The coalition had originally planned to 
bid out the recycling program this past 
year after entering into a short-term 
agreement with GFL in 2019, due to the 
uncertainties of the recycling market.

“One of the problems a year ago was 
that everyone in this area was subject to 
one other provider taking over the MRF, 
which is the center where all the recy-
cling materials go to, and I do under-
stand that GFL has started their own 
MRF, so they can control their costs bet-
ter,” Dame said, “so that may be one of 
the factors of why they were able to 
extend this at very little increase for 15 
months and if that’s true, they’ll proba-
bly have a pretty good chance of being 
competitive when we put this out to bid.”

Dame also addressed concerns that 
GFL could simply be taking recycling to 
the same place as garbage.

“In our case, we know that they’re 
doing recycling because we do the gar-
bage,” he said. “I have heard that com-
plaint in communities that GFL does 
both.”

— Laurel Kraus

City’s contract with GFL 
extended another term

PHOTO COURTESY OF RENEE LANDUYT

Talented teachers
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GROSSE POINTE 
SHORES — Shores city 
council voted to change 
the current and future re-
tiree healthcare plan and 
premium cost sharing to 
mirror the active employ-
ees’ plan, effective July 
1, during the meeting 
Tuesday, May 19.

The change was 
deemed necessary based 
on the city’s $1.8 million 
in assets set aside to 
cover healthcare liabili-
ties, which leave an 
underfunding for health-
care legacy liabilities of 
$9.2 million.

“The funding status for 
the city as on the most 
recent actuarial report 
shows an $11 million 
accrued  l i ab i l i t y, ” 
e x p l a i n e d  M a r k 
Manquen, a partner with 
Manquen Vance, the 
city’s health insurance 
plan provider. “That rep-
resents essentially the 
long-term estimated cost 
of covering those who 
are eligible for retiree 
healthcare.”

The city currently has 
35 retirees and the total 
annual savings projected 
from the change is 
approximately $139,000, 
or 34 percent of the cur-
rent cost.

“This is a very diffi cult 
vote, because it is a 
change,” Mayor Ted 
Kedzierski said. “By 
doing this, I think we’re 
extending this benefi t for 

a much longer time frame 
so that it continues.”

The motion passed 6-1, 
opposed by Councilman 
Doug Kucyk, who was 
against putting the added 
burden on 35 people 
instead of sharing it 
across the whole commu-
nity.

The plan for active 
employees, which seven 
retirees already were on, 
is a $2,000 deductible for 
single-person coverage 
and a $4,000 deductible 
for two-person and fam-
ily contracts, paired with 
a $1,600/$3,200 contribu-
tion from the city into a 
health savings account.

“Retirees would be 
afforded that same ben-
efi t of receiving the HSA 
contributions of $1,600 
and $3,200 a year,” 
Manquen said before the 
vote. “The difference 
would be though that in 
addition to the plan 
change, there would be 
imposed a 20 percent 
premium cost share for 
retirees as do active 
employees have today, 
which means that the 
premium rates that are 
associated with this plan, 
the high-deductible plan 
with the HSA contribu-
tion, today every active 
employee must contrib-
ute 20 percent of that 
ensuring that the illustra-
tive rates on those plans, 
they must pay that in to 
the city.”

A hardship plan with 
an income-based qualifi -
cation also is built into 

the change.
“Based on this plan, 

not every retiree is in a 
comparable position,” 
Manquen reported. “In 
other words, the afford-
ability of paying for this 
change lessens as we 
move further out into the 
retirement age of the 
members that are cov-
ered on this plan, so in 
recognition of that, the 
council had asked us to 
develop a hardship pro-
posal.”

The nine retirees who 
currently qualify by hav-
ing pension incomes of 
less than $31,225 a year, 
based on the 2020 fed-
eral poverty level, will be 
exempt from their 20 
percent premium cost 
share.

Manquen reported 
mirroring retiree health-
care with that of active 
employees is in line with 
what many cities cur-
rently are considering.

“If active plans change, 
so do retiree plans,” he 
said. “So it’s a mecha-
nism to moderate the 
cost of not only active 
employee plans but at 
the same time can be an 
automatic level to change 
your retiree healthcare 
plans based on this 
motion.

“By matching the plan 
design,” he continued, 
“what we’re doing is cre-
ating a mechanism not 
only to provide savings 
today, but also have a 
mechanism to save in the 
future.”

Retiree healthcare 
plan altered in Shores
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

On Saturday, May 16, a few boats and jet skis gathered on Lake St. Clair next to 
Grosse Pointe Farms Pier Park and took advantage of a warm, rain-free spring 
day.

Loving the lake
PHOTO COURTESY OF RENEE LANDUYT

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — Voters plan-
ning to cast ballots in 
the Tuesday, Aug. 4, pri-
mary election can ex-
pect a change of scen-
ery. The Election 
Commission’s June 3 
emergency recommen-
dation to relocate three 
precincts, due to con-
struction at school sites, 
was unanimously ap-
proved by city council 
June 8.

“We looked at the 
possibility of relocating 
the precincts within the 
schools by relocating 
them from the gym to 
an alternate room,” City 
Clerk Lisa Hathaway 
said. “However, accessi-
bility, space and safety 
of the voters were a 
concern, and available 
space in the schools 
was being used for stor-
age during the con-
struction.”

Precinct No. 3 at 
Parcells Middle School 
will be temporarily relo-

cated to the Precinct 
No. 4 location at the 
Woods  Communi ty 
Center, Precinct No. 5 
will be temporarily relo-
cated to the Precinct 
No. 6 location at Barnes 
and Precinct No. 1 at 
Fe r r y  E l e m e n t a r y 
School will be tempo-
rarily relocated to the 
Precinct No. 2 location 
at Mason Elementary 
School.

“For a number of 
years, one of our pre-
cincts was located in a 
church and since then I 
also requested use of 
a n o t h e r  c h u r c h , ” 
H a t h a w a y  s a i d . 
“Although I was grateful 
for those opportunities, 
unfortunately they did 
not pan out, for various 
reasons. The Grosse 
Pointe Woods library 
would have allowed us 
use of space in which to 
conduct elections; how-
ever, due to COVID-19, 
it could not be approved 
for use in time for the 
August election.”

Contingency plans 
are already being dis-

cussed in the event of 
future challenges at tra-
ditional neighborhood 
polling sites, Hathaway 
said.

“In the future, the 
c i t y ’ s  E l e c t i o n 
Commission may be 
looking at requesting 
the use of other Grosse 
Pointe Woods churches 
in which to house poll-
ing locations, should 
the  Grosse  Pointe 
Public Schools gym 
l o c a t i o n s  b e c o m e 
u n a v a i l a b l e , ”  s h e 
added. “Spaces are lim-
ited in the city that are 
able to accommodate 
and fulfill the require-
ments of administering 
an election.

“Election law imposes 
polling location require-
ments and the maxi-
m u m  n u m b e r  o f 
registered voters per-
mitted per precinct. 
With the increase in 
absentee voting state-
wide, voting require-
ments continue to be 
monitored by local, 
county and state elec-
tion officials.”

Woods announces 
relocation of polling 
sites for primary election
By Eddie B. Allen Jr.
Staff Writer
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DETROIT — Emergency 

rooms across southeast 

Michigan are seeing 

somewhere between a 40 

to 60 percent decrease in 

overall visits, according 

to Dr. Robert Takla, chief 

of emergency medicine 

sion St. John 

Hospital.

“It’s unprecedented,” 

he said. “I’ve been at St. 

John Moross in some 

capacity since 1996, and 

this is by far the most 

unique and challenging 

time I’ve ever witnessed 

in my entire career in 

emergency medicine.

“Whether it’s us or 

Beaumont or Henry Ford 

or the DMC, we’re all 

seeing these declines 

and when I talk to my 

colleagues in those 

respective health sys-

tems, we’re seeing the 

same thing … and we’re 

all concerned,” he added.

While oftentimes, 

many of the cases that 

have historically gone 

into emergency centers 

were not necessarily 

emergencies, he said, the 

concerns that would 

cause a person to go to 

the ER have been over-

shadowed by a fear of 

going to an environment 

where they could be at 

greater risk of coming 

into contact with COVID-

19.
“Maybe the perception 

in the mind of the patient 

is, ‘Maybe my abdominal 

pain or my chest pain is 

not that bad. I’m just 

going to ride it out. I’m 

going to see, because I 

don’t want to go to the 

emergency room,’” Takla 

explained.

However, emergency 

rooms actively are taking 

measures to ensure non-

COVID patients are not 

put at risk, including 

waiting room distancing, 

staff screening, ongoing 

use of personal protec-

tive equipment, exten-

sive safety and sanitation 

protocols and separate 

intake and care areas.

“Part of our job is to 

By Laurel Kraus

Staff Writer

ERs see sharp decline in patients

See ER, page 2A
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“Maybe the perception

Grosse Pointe South High School’s 
counseling center recently took to 
social media to promote physical dis-
tancing, as opposed to social distanc-
ing.

“In listening to the news, day in and 
day out, the thought of socially distanc-
ing ourselves is a scary one not only for 
our mental health, but for our overall 
well-being,” wrote Melissa Petz, who 
works in the counseling center. “I 
believe what we really need to do to be 

most effective to not spread COVID-19 
is to physically distance ourselves. 
While I’m no expert in the world of 
mental health, I do very much admire 
my colleagues in the Grosse Pointe 
South High School counseling center. 
Together we wanted to generate some 
social buzz in a visually fun and trendy 
way in an effort to change the language 
from ‘social distancing’ to ‘physical 
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Pictured left to right, top to bottom, are Beth Walsh-Sahutske, Lisa Khoury, 

Melissa Petz, Nick Bernbeck, Aja Perales, Kelsey Khoury, Kahli Williams, Doug 

Roby, Liz Naporano, Tuka the therapy dog, Eric Burson, Troy Glasser, Joseph 

Spryszak and Beth Walsh-Sahutske.

See GUIDANCE, page 3A
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The housing data for 
March and the first 
quarter of 2020 recently 
were released by the 
Grosse Pointe Board of 
Realtors. Compared to 
2019, all indicators are 
demonstrating some 
distress because of the 
COVID-19 quarantine. 

G o v .  G r e t c h e n 
Whitmer ’s executive 
order is allowing sup-
port services for selling 

h i l i

some homes are being 
listed and sold. Sellers, 
buyers and their agents 
are finding ways to 
remain compliant while 
still fulfi lling the need to 
buy or sell a home. The 
numbers are signifi-
cantly lower than would 
be expected through 
this time in April. This 
is expected to continue 
through the end of the 
month. 

The state government 
is creating a task force 
comprised primarily of 
industrial- and health-

l d i di id l

While we are waiting, 
here are some proactive 
steps you can take if you 
need to buy or sell a 
h

ferred mortgage lender 
to determine what may 
be required as the mort-
gage market adjusts to 
h i h

virtual tour of your home 
and ask for feedback on 
how to best present the 
home.

b k i f ll

quickly.
d. Establish a checklist 

of actions that can be 
taken to immediately get 
h h h k

By the Grosse Pointe 
Board of Realtors
Guest Writer

The effects of COVID-19 on local real estate
Units 
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distress because of the
COVID-19 quarantine.

G o v.  G r e t c h e n
Whitmer ’s executive 
order is allowing sup-
port services for selling 

h i l i

through the end of the
month. 

The state government 
is creating a task force 
comprised primarily of 
industrial- and health-

l d i di id l

While we are waiting,
here are some proactive 
steps you can take if you
need to buy or 
h

ferred mortgage lender 
to determine what may
be requi
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CITY OF GROSSE 

POINTE — The Grosse 

Pointe Boat Club is on 

track to provide more 

than 400 meals to those 

on the frontline in Grosse 

Pointe during COVID-19 

using local restaurants to 

provide the food.

“It’s a tough situation 

for everyone and those 

folks working on the 

frontlines, particularly in 

the hospitals dealing 

directly with the COVID-

19 patients, they are truly 

heroes and the club is 

h e a part the “We are focusing on 

kind of in the 
“Now that the governor 

has extended the stay-at-

h me order, we are 

h e the

By Laurel Kraus

Staff Writer

Boat Club efforts support restaurants, frontline workers

COURTESY PHOTO

Rear Commodore Liz Natter delivering meals to City Public Safety offi cers.

PHOTO COURTESY OF BUZZ YOUNG

Henry Ford staff members with GPBC Commodore 

Dale Cox and Rear Commodore Liz Natter during a 

meal delivery Saturday, April 18.

for e
folks working on 

frontlines, particularly in 

the hospitals dealing 

directly with the COVID-

19 patients, they are truly 

COURTESY PHOTO

Top left: Dr. Eman Bazzi, Dr. Devan Dykstra and Dr. Shruti Ramakrishna; top 
right: Dr. Chris Keller; and bottom right: Dr. Chris Keller, Dr. Ali Mahmood and 
Dr. Devan Dykstra.

g to the news, day in and hought of socially distanc-is a scary one not only for ealth, but for our overall wrote Melissa Petz, who counseling center. “I we really need to do to be 

he world of 
ealth, I do very much admire 

my colleagues in the Grosse Pointe 
South High School counseling center. 
Together we wanted to generate some 
social buzz in a visually fun and trendy 
way in an effort to change the language 
from ‘social distancing’ to ‘physical 

See GUIDANCE, page 3A

day out, the thing ourselves iour mental hewell-being,” wworks in the believe what we

ports and Best 
s six ounds based on a partic-ular category. Two bonus 

al studies. Custom-themed trivia rounds can be created for special events upon 

VP to the event,” Hawley explained. Hawley asks for a small fee to participate — $3 per person or $10 for a 

per-haps even longer. “Two groups who played online want to do in-person events when all this ends, for fundrais-ers,” he said.

T h e  N a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n  o f Manufacturers put out t h e  c a l l ;  A l l i e d P h o t o C h e m i c a l answered.
A few weeks ago, the Macomb Township-based producer of UV coatings began extend-ing its scope to include hand sanitizers.“When it came down to it ,  the National A s s o c i a t i o n  o f Manufacturers — which is the fourth largest lobby group in D.C. — the state of Michigan and the federal govern-ment reached out to us through their respectip

e s s e n t i a l / c r i t i c a l because our technologyis used on eve fi

up and are also producing hand bi

and other small pack-ages when needed.”Kelly has had help making deliveries from his son, Alex, who is a “willful driver,” he said.“It’s sort of in line with their responsibili-ties with school to be a good corporate citizen,” Kelly said, noting the school, University of Detroit Jesuit High School, was among the fi rst to receive a hand sanitizer donation.“It’s the right thing to do in these times and in 

all times,” Kelly said. “We never had anything to donate before; we make coatings. Now we can be that good corpo-rate citizen. It’s differ-ent when you can show up with a product that’s helpful during these times.”
Kelly said Allied is searching for other charities looking for donations of hand sani-tizer. Those in need may email a request to Kelly at mkelly@alliedphotochemical.com.

By Jody McVeighEditor

Manufacturer adds hand sanitizer to catalog

Representatives from MedStar and the Macomb Township Fire Department re-

cently picked up fi ve-gallon buckets of hand sanitizer produced by Allied 

PhotoChemical.
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19850 Mack Ave.
Across the street from G.P.W. City Hall

(313)821-4950

Three Fully Trained Staff
Members On Site To Assist.

061820

now
now

open!

open!

FREE DELIVERY
with min. purchase

      PointePointe
       Nutrition     Nutrition

formerly Healy’s Health Hut
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Middle Schools 
Proudly Congratulate the Class of 2020

Grosse Pointe Public School System  • www.gpschools.org
Promote Innovation -> Maximize Potential -> Embrace Community

   
    

    G
ROSSE POINTE    

Sam A Adams
Abdullah B Ali
Basem A Ali
Daniel C Allen
Lillian I Amore
Meredith A Arendoski
Charles J Armentrout
Preston A Auld
Isabella M Babcock
Marcellus A Baker
Parker S Barbieri
Michael C Bartoszewicz
Charlotte R Bedsworth
Hunter J Belanger
Avery B Bellish
Francis A Blake III
Ian E Bodenhorn
Drew M Brady
Benjamin R Braithwaite
Eric J Brieden
Abigail R Brink
Jaiden C Broaden
Caleb E Brooks
Maya E Brooks-Renaud
Carly J Brown
Jordan A Brown
London S Buckman
Lillian M Carney
Maisie M Carroll
Phillip K Cato
Matthew A Chalut
Justin M Conn
Brynn E Connor
Jack D Coplen
Carolyn M Coyle
Shawn J Coyle
Kieran M Cracchiolo
Hayden W Crane
Grace C Curtis
Jordan R Daniels
Nathan J Davey
Harrison A Davis
Ava G DeCoste
Dylan S DeMarco
Lillian K Dennis
Gavin M DeYoung
Gianni D DiVita
Rheya E Dixon
Sandra N Dobrovolschi
Michael B Dollison
Caitlin C Duff
Ally E Edwards
Elizabeth A Engel
Grace E Euper
Rory M Falkenberg
Gregory D Fannon
Ashton M Fell
Christina M Fett
Aidan P Flynn
Samantha E Foondle
Benjamin A Fowler
Lucy A Fry
Serenity L Fulce
Alassia S Galati

Nina M Garbutt
Elma Gerguri
Ryan B Gusmano
Jacob W Haack
Isabella G Haindl
Katie R Hamilton
James W Hanika
Avery M Harris
Gavin B Harris
McKayla M Hasting
Luc M Henri
Maeve K Hix
Jonathan N Holowinski
Bailey Q Hopko
Alexander I Hurley
Kiz Isas Garcia
Sey Isas Garcia
Jada L Jackson
Lucas J Jambekar
Dagueneau W Jewell
Thomas C Jones
Erin L Kamman
Holden J Kaspzyk
Aidan C Kirby
George S Knowlton
Benjamin J Koenigbauer
Michael J Kornmeier
Jacob S Kozel
Audrey O Larson
Makiya M Latham
Rayanna K Latham
Lauren A Lefebvre
Paige R LeFevre
Julia A Liagre
Troy Liu
Francesca L Liverpool
Kyle J Maloney

Elsa M Marotzke
John B Marsh
Victoria C McCabe
Julian G McCarthy
Lauren R McDonald
Michael R McGlinnen
Patrick C McGlinnen
Mary G McKee
Trinity McKenzie
Eleni G Melhem
Patrick R Messacar
Elizabeth A Meteer
Thomas M Meurer
Joseph E Michelotti
Jackson P Mills
Addison A Molitor
John C Monahan
Lyssabeth K Moody
Elaina I Morgan
Charles G Morse
Ian R Morse
Michael G Mourad
Grace M Nagey-Thompson
Jack A Nearhood
Victoria F Nugent
Caroline A O’Dell
Addison H O’Keefe
Alayna L Okonoski
Jane A Oliver
Madeline S O’Shee
Sally F Paddock
Jacob D Page
Mattia M Palazzola
William D Palazzolo
Addyson T Payne
Emily E Peacock
Andrew M Persyn
Alexandra A Peters
Miles A Potter
Emily C Przybylski
Hannah S Przybylski
John H Puzzuoli
Thomas B Rabaut
Sophia C Reynolds
Brennen C Richards
Katelyn M Rillema
Vivian G Rizer
Braeden J Roberts
Rebecca K Roberts
Marcus A Robinson
Madicella C Rosa
Christopher J Rosati
Alice   Roth
Zachary R Roth
Alexander M Rothis
Alexander G Runk
Katherine M Schultz
Savannah D Seabrooks
Arber Shaholli
Ava V Smith
Kelsey Smith
Peter F Smith
Francesca M Soave
Addison M Spitz
Andrew E Stalker
Joseph E Stapleton
Lateena M Stewart
Christopher R Stovall
Nikolay Strelkov
Frances J Strong
Brennan M Sullivan
Joseph F Sullivan
Ayden B Sutton
Ainsley R Tanghe
Mia J Tedesco
Akasha S Teel
Ella K Telegadas
Paul P Therriault
Charles F Thompson
Hayley A Thompson
Julia L Tibbitts
Anderson C Tigges
Juan P Tischbein
Masen K Ulrich
Andrew J Usbeck
Vatavia G Vaughn
Jacqueline E Verhaeghe
Allison J Vernon
Meryn E Vick
Hayden D Vinyard
Peter J Volpe
Harper L Wallace
Addison J Waller
Anne E Wayman
Jack F Webber
Daniel Weber Alatorre
Keegan A Wettstein
Alana C Williams
Anna E Williams
Christian A Yonkus
Evelyn P Young
Anthony J Zaccagni

Samuel J Adlhoch
Mikinzi M Allen
Elsa J Bachert
Karolina M Baer
Nathaniel N Baerman
Harrison T Balfour
Cameron L Bell
Millicent K Bellamy
Ella C Biter
Berk S Boyer
Vera B Bresser
Benjamin S Bryan
Eva C Buchanan
Aidan A Bugeja
Hudson D Burkett
Lauren V Carron

Marco L Cavaliere
Lily M Chapman
Louis J Cierpial
Christopher B Clark
Mason C Cole
Brynn L Collins
Keira K Collins
Antoinette B Cowart
Seda A Curvey
Sean C DeGrand
Layla G Demir
Hanley L DeSmyter
Isabella R Deveroux
Lucas W Dietrich
Randall D Drake
Mary J Drouillard
Liam N Duffy
Ian P Dvonch
Caleb A Eckert
Alyssa T Flores
Brian J Foote
Olivia M Fradeneck
Camille E Gates
Marcus A Giaquinto
Graham C Gill
Brenna M Goodman
Collin C Gurskey
Vivian A Hall
Cate E Hampton
Dixon E Hawkins
Finn X Heenan
Kaelyn J Hermann
Colin D Hoffman
Lillian G Hoover
Gordon J Hudson-Nelson
Jack A Hudson-Nelson
Andrew D Huffman
Owen T Hutchison
Matthew M Jakubowski
Grace W Jarman
Dailey A Jogan
Maksim D Johns
Ella M Johnson
Sara G Johnson
Santana L Jones
Blake W Jordan
Julia J Kado
Paul R Kaminski
Margaret E Kelly
Everett S Kielt
Henry P Kinsley
John W Kipfmueller
Jacob W Kirkland
Madeline J Kitchen
Jean E Konate
Stephanie M Kosmas
Tia E Kosmas
Isabella M Kuras
Lillian C Lagrou

Charles T Lemmen

Lauren A Lemmen
Natalie P Lemmen
Alina E Lemorie
Isabella R Leonard
Andres B Link
Malvina R Lubanski
Gabriel D Mabry
Jade E Mabry 
Vincent K Maffesoli
Madeleine F Mager
Matthew L Majoros
Alex R Marshall
Jane E Maxwell
Corey S McQueen
Elijah W Meyers
Jet E Miller
Kendall G Moorhead
Lachlan W Moulder-McComb
Elise C Mueller
Cosette C Muldoon
Camden N Nelson
Katherine D Nelson
Michael J Nichols
Allison E Novak
Liam J O’Byrne
Kaden A Overton
Kaleb K Overton
Katherine H Ozar
Joshua A Palmer
Ella E Paradise
Leo J Parent
Ronald A Patterson
Morgan M Payne
Elizabeth S Peberdy
Ivy N Pellerito
Hannah R Piccolo
Grace M Pickett
Brenden S Polek
Sage O Porter
Xaria R Prater
Liam H Raether
Noah J Rhodes
Kloie J Roy
Jack B Ryan
Jackson B Rybicki
Derrion D Sanders
Hailey Satler
Charles J Schervish
Cayden J Schindlbeck
Gretchen R Schoenberg
Nadav F Selinger
Jocelyn A Shier
Thomas A Stacey
Henry D Steiner
Christopher M Swanson
Wynn P Sweeney
Michelle C Szymanski
Christopher J Taylor
Ella R Taylor
Madison E Turnbull
William S Turner
Claire E VandeWyngearde
Katherine G VandeWyngearde
Ruby R Verlinden
William D Viellieu
Jackson L Voeltz
Severin C Vogt
Gabrielle G Vosburg
Eleanor C Walsh
Gavin W Webster
Jack A Wiegand
Stella P Wilberger
Paul A Wilson
Sylvia M Winn
Cassidy G Woolums
Julia M Zuerblis

Clintin C Allen
Wallace A Allen
Zakary W Allen
Corey A Anderson
Mason M Andrus
Morgan T Andrus
Juliette M Aouad
Avery P Arioli
Shane H Armbruster
Emma A Babcock
Natalie G Babcock
Erion Baci
Ethan A Bailey
Joseph M Ban
Michael J Banaszewski
Anna M Barr
Benjamin P Bartolotta
Kate A Bartolotta
Meredith E Bayus
La Saia M Beedle
Brady R Beers
Cameron E Beers
Andrew Z Behringer
Amanda Berisha
Jason B Bierkle
Meaghan N Bland
Cameron D Bochenek
Faith D Bokano
Kristine K Bonnell
Colin R Boyle
L’Oreal K Bracey
Kaleb T Bryant
April T Caballero
Ginger J Caballero
William W Campbell
Rocco P Cardinale
Mackenzie E Carter
Carter M Cate
Claudio A Cavallo
John T Cavataio
Caleb C Charlet
Sophia Chasiotis
Carsen R Chevalier
Hayden V Churchill
Elise Ciaravino
Samuel M Ciaravino
Antonio T Clark
Alina E Cooney
Caden J Cooper
Taylor Crawford
Meya R Cribbs
Avani R Davis
Raymond Davis
Tristan N Davis
Samirah A Dillon
Ethan A Dorsett
Emma C Dudek
Christian P Duke
Ian P DuVernay
DaLeesa Y Dye
Christian A Ebron
Camaury E Edwards
Shaun Endsley
Keegan A Farris-Martin
Mya H Fells
Scarlett S Flynn
Emily M Francis
Dinem A Fuell
Madison K Galloway
Elora D Gee
Paulo A Gomez
Benjamin R Graham
Douglas W Graham
Iyana Graham
Gus M Graves
Kelton D Green
Murdank Green
Ava E Griesbeck
Theodric J Gunn
Nicolina M Gusmano
Alexander G Haddad
Abigail M Haggerty
Ruta W Hailu
Adonis A Hall
Jackson J Hansinger
Taron A Harden
Jaylen X Hardy
Ryan J Henderson
Naiya D Hennessee
Myles N Hicks
Amoni B Higginbotham
Brennan M Hill
De’ja J Hill
Zachary J Hill
Rayshanna T Hobbs
Duke A Holley
Katelyn M Hollis
Mariah L Holmes
Jack O Howe
Kiyona M Hudson
K’yon A Hudson
Ashley M Jabbour
Nia-Cristina M Jackson
Paris T Jackson
Robbin D Jacobs
Antonio D Jemison
Luke Jendre
Amaya M Johnson
Amyah M Johnson
Ashyah M Johnson
Vanessa M Johnson

Jerome A Jones
Benjamin A Kallabat
Elisabeth R Kalus
Isabelle C Kalus
Theodora E Katakis
Niya S Kendell
Makel A King
Christina E Kirck
Albert J Kitchen
Jacqueline M Koerner
Lauren A Koppitch
Jonathan D Lackner
Jaden D Laster
Jenna M Lawlis
Lucie M Leonhard
Marisa A Licavoli
Nathan E Lipka
Michael W LoPorto
Matthew R Lorelli

Nathaniel C Magnan
Chase C Martin
Harmony L Massie-Beasley
Rubin McBride-Williams
Alexandra J McIntyre
Morgan C McIntyre
Mearah C McLean
Matthew C McLeod
Connor C McMahon
Margaret B McSkimming
Nathan B Morawski
Thomas T Moreland
Marco A Morreale
Wendi R Moss
Austin L Muccioli
Brandon C Muccioli
LeTari A Myles
Aakash L Nagori
Javion D Nelson
Ava N Nerdrum
Iliana M Nezeritis
Alton F Notebaert
Rylee S Nugent
Kean T O’Hare
Matthew R O’Hare
Sloane M O’Neill
Clarence L Overstreet
Aidon A Paige
Isabella K Paolucci
Arted M Pengu
Nathan W Perry
James S Phillips
George S Prokop
MaRizdion Q Reed

Bobby L Rhodes
Michael D Rice
Nicolette I Robbins-Gazepis
David B Rochon
Mya M Ross
Gianna H Roux
Rachel T Rumschlag
Andrew E Sables
Samantha N Sahadi
Nicholas P Saigh
Andrew B Schaden
Hailey A Schiller
Luke C Shanley
Brendan M Shar
Elie J Shemmai
Tristan J Shoemake
Jasmine M Sierra-Andino
Shailee B Simon
Asia J Slappy
Ava G Smarch
Emily G Smith
Evan W Smith
Jorja S Smith
Michael S Soosik
Camille A Spearman
Annetta D Stafford
Emma A Stanford
Mark C Szymanski Jr.
Tyree’ D Thomas
Massimo Todesco
Poppy L Tomezak
Nicholas J Truza
Christopher L Tyree
Dimitri T Vasilos
Vasilios A Vasilos
Kali R Vasquez
Jamarie a Vereen
Molly E Verlinde
Janai E Ware
Xaraiya V Washington
Kendahl I Watts
Logen R Weaver
Sarah N Westrick
Charles C White
Dakota M White
Jay’Veion J Whiteside
LaVez C Williams
Justin T Wilson
Jenna M Winowiecki
Devin M Winsininski
Nikolas A Wojtalik
Kyla C Woodard
Elizabeth M Wozniak
Damari D Young
Nour I Zaki
Ari J Zepke

BROWNELL PARCELLS PIERCE

Onward Upward
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For more than 30 years, 
families have gathered 
on the grounds of the 
Edsel & Eleanor Ford 
House to celebrate 
Father’s Day amid hun-
dreds of distinctly 
designed automobiles.

With distancing restric-
tions still in place due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
this year ’s EyesOn 
Design, which serves as a 
fundraiser for the Detroit 
I n s t i t u t e  o f 
Ophthalmology, will take 
on a distinctly different 
look.

“ E y e s O n  D e s i g n 
Sunday Drive: A Father’s 
Day Pop-Up Event” will 
feature a range of vehi-
cles; however, instead of 
being artfully arranged at 
Ford House, the cars — 
as the name suggests — 
will be taking a leisurely 
drive on Lakeshore.

Af ter  an  in i t i a l 
announcement, nearly 
170 cars registered for 
the event. Just fi ve days 
later, more than 400 par-
ticipants were planning 
to take part. As registra-
tion is not required, even 
more cars are anticipated 
to participate in the drive, 
which takes place 2 to 4 
p.m. Sunday, June 21, 

along Lakeshore between 
The War Memorial and 
Ford House. There’s no 
offi cial starting or ending 
point, noted Kathy 
Lightbody,  EyesOn 
Design chairwoman.

“It’s a casual drive 
along Lakeshore on 
Father’s Day, within reg-
ular traffic,” she said. 
“This is an attempt to 
keep some semblance of 
the event, to give people 
a Father’s Day tradition 
that’s become signifi cant. 
Here’s an opportunity to 
safely give yourself and 
your family some enjoy-
ment within the confi nes 

of our current predica-
ment. … It’s about 
remembering the joy of 
the drive.”

Of the more than 400 
registered participants, 
200 were selected — 
some by panelists, others 
via random draw — to be 
considered for judging 
on Ford House grounds. 
Notifications were sent 
Sunday, June 14.

Approved vehicles will 
pull into Ford House and 
drive to the Winner’s 
Circle to have their pho-
tos taken in front of the 
estate, Lightbody said.

This year’s judges, led 

by head judge Glen 
Durmisevich, include 
Ralph Gilles, head of 
design at Fiat Chrysler 
Automobiles; Michael 
Simcoe, head of design at 
General Motors; Joel 
Piaskowski, design direc-
tor at Ford Motor Co., 
and Larry Erickson, 
global director of indus-
trial design at Magna 
Exteriors.

As with every EyesOn 
Design show, judging is 
focused on design, 
Lightbody said, “but this 
year we’re adding, ‘the 
car I most want to cruise 
in,’ and they’re doing it 

from a unique design 
perspective.

“They’ll be judging 200 
cars on Ford House 
grounds and naming the 
Sweet 16,” she added. 
“That bracket will con-
tinue on EyesOn Design 
social media sites and the 
community will narrow it 
down to the top eight, 
then the top four and so 
on.”

The top eight selec-
tions will receive prizes 
and the No. 1 winner will 
be invited to EyesOn 
Design 2021.

Community members 
may vote for their favor-
ites on the EyesOn 
Design Facebook page; 
information also will be 
posted on its Twitter and 
Instagram pages.

While spectators and 
cars that do not have 
prior approval will not be 
allowed onto Ford House 

grounds, the community 
is invited to fi nd a spot 
along Lakeshore to take 
in the drive, or even drive 
along with it, Lightbody 
said. Parking will be per-
mitted at The War 
Memorial; other parking 
options were still being 
discussed at press time.

“We’ve reached capac-
ity at Ford House,” she 
added. “The rest will be 
Sunday drivers along 
Lakeshore. … I’ve never 
seen something like this. 
It’s not a cruise; it’s not a 
parade. It’s the EyesOn 
Design Sunday Drive, a 
pop-up event.

“For spectators, this is 
a cool opportunity to see 
everything from a Ferrari 
Testarossa to a Model A.” 
Other registered vehicles 
include a 1966 Jeep, 1957 
Chevy, 1960 Alpha 

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Popular car show reinvents itself amid restrictions

Taking the show on the road

A 1958 Cadillac Fleetwood Sixty Special.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF KATHY LIGHTBODY

A lineup of cars during a past media preview for 
EyesOn Design.

See ROAD, page 10B

Among the fi nal wishes 
of late Grosse Pointe 
Sunrise Rotary Club 
Pres ident  Anthony 
Kalogeridis was to imple-
ment a peace garden at 
the Nonprofi t Center at 
Pare.

The home of Kids on 
the Go and several other 
nonprofits like Gilda’s 
Club Lake House and Big 
Family of Michigan, Pare 
regularly welcomes cli-
ents’ families. It was 
Kalogeridis’s hope to 
give them a place of 
peaceful reflection and 
solace.

“Anthony, their presi-
dent, reached out to me 
and told me he wanted to 
do a project through the 
Rotary Foundation,” said 
Kristy Schena, founder 
and director of Kids on 
the Go. 

And though Rotary 
approved funding for the 
project, Kalogeridis was 
unable to see it come to 
fruition; he passed away 
in June 2018.

“It never happened 
under his term, but his 
last conversation with us 
and Kristy was to have a 

peace garden,” Rotarian 
Dennis Hyduk said. “It 
was his vision to have a 
peace garden so when 
parents dropped their 
kids off, they’d have 
someplace peaceful to 

sit.”
Knowing how dear the 

peace garden project was 
to Kalogeridis’s heart, 
those behind it were 
determined to see it 
through. Schena said she 

approached Hyduk to 
revisit the idea — and 
d e d i c a t e  i t  t o 
Kalogeridis’s memory.

Last fall, fi ve trees and 
a perennial garden were 
planted. On May 30, four 

Sunrise Rotarians and 
fi ve students gathered at 
Pare to bring the garden 
to life — pulling weeds, 
installing rubber edging, 
putting down a yard of 
mulch and a yard of pea 

gravel and planting fl ow-
ers. Additionally, two 
benches donated by the 
Rotary Club were 
installed.

Project chairman Paul 
Lechner, Dr. James 
Cooper, Bob Duker and 
Hyduk led a team of 
teens — De La Salle 
Collegiate High School 
s t u d e n t s  A n t h o n y 
Schena, Luke Schena, 
Avery Spindler and 
Christian Bueti, as well 
as Grosse Pointe North 
High School student 
Anneliese Lechner — 
through the effort.

Also installed was a 
boulder donated by 
Allemon’s Landscape 
Center; it will bear a 
plaque engraved with the 
names of four late 
Rotarians — Harvey 
Hohlfeldt, William Lacey, 
Dr. William Fulgenzi and 
Kalogeridis. Four trees 
planted at the site also 
are dedicated in their 
memory, Hyduk said.

A fi fth tree was donated 
b y  S p a r k m a n 
Landscaping.

“Student volunteers 
and Rotarians worked 
together,” Schena said, 

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Sunrise Rotary fulfills wish for peace garden

Volunteers work on beautifying the peace garden.Rotarian Paul Lechner mows the area.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF DENNIS HYDUK

The group adds fi nishing touches.
Christian Bueti and Dr. James Cooper give the proj-
ect a thumbs up.

See GARDEN, page 2B
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noting Kids on the Go 
also plans to work with 
Allemon’s to establish 
raised fl ower beds in the 
garden. 

“Next year, we’d like to 
add a peace pole and 
some more flowers,” 
Hyduk said, adding the 
club hopes to host a ded-
ication ceremony near 
the end of the month.

For now, because of 
restrictions associated 
with COVID-19, Kids on 
the Go will hold its music 
and summer fitness 
classes outdoors, so par-

ents can sit and watch 
their children perform. 
However, the garden isn’t 
limited to use by Kids on 
the Go.

“There are many non-
profits here,” Schena 
said. “Everyone’s thrilled 
to have a peaceful, tran-
quil space. Gilda’s Club 
can use it for support 
groups. … Even when 
things are back to nor-

mal, it will be a space to 
sit outside.”

Schena said a picnic 
table will be added to the 
area, near where Kids on 
the Go also is in the pro-
cess of restoring its bas-
ketball courts, and the 
next phase will involve 
memorial pavers.

“We are grateful to the 
community for their sup-
por t  and  to  our 

Rotarians,” Schena said, 
“especially during these 
diffi cult times.”

GARDEN:
Continued from page 1B

Volunteers, 
from left, are Dr. 
James Cooper, 
Avery Spindler, 
Paul Lechner, 
Christian Bueti, 
Bob Duker, 
Dennis Hyduk 
and Anthony 
Schena. Not pic-
tured are stu-
dent volunteers 
Luke Schena 
and Anneliese 
Lechner.

PHOTOS 
COURTESY OF 

DENNIS HYDUK

Avery Spindler, a student 
at De La Salle Collegiate 
High School, gets his 
hands dirty volunteering 
at the peace garden.

Luke Schena lends a 
hand.

From left, Rotarians Paul Lechner, Dr. James 
Cooper, Bob Duker and Dennis Hyduk.

On Sunday, July 12, 
Grosse Pointe Theatre 
will host its 2020 schol-
arship auditions at 315 
Fisher Road. Because 
of pandemic restric-
tions, this year, appli-
cants will be limited to 
Class of 2020 high 
school seniors. 

Grosse Pointe Theatre 
created a scholarship 
program in  1972 , 
designed to help high 
school seniors planning 
to attend an accredited 
college or university, as 
well as high school 
underclass students 
enrolled in a recog-
nized summer theater 
or performance camp. 
This year marks GPT’s 
47th year of granting 
scholarships to stu-
dents in the community.

Applications, rules 
and regulations are 
available at gpt.org for 
any interested senior 
high school student 
meeting at least one of 
the following criteria: 

◆ Graduated from a 
Grosse Pointe high 
school  

◆ Grosse Pointe resi-
dent 

◆ A child or grand-
child of a Grosse Pointe 
Theatre member or sea-
son ticket holder 

◆ Has performed in 
or worked backstage 
for a GPT show 

◆ Has participated in 
GPT’s Youth on Stage 

program 
Scho larsh ips  a re 

awarded for theatrical 
performance, technical 
theater work or a com-
bination of both.

Students will audition 
with a memorized dra-
matic monologue less 
than 3 minutes long 
and a memorized come-
dic monologue less 
than 3 minutes long. An 
optional song or dance 
also may be done. 

Technical  theater 
applicants should pre-
pare a portfolio of their 
work and submit it 
prior to auditions. It is 
recommended  tha t 
technical applicants 
also prepare a mono-
logue. 

For the safety of 
everyone, auditions will 
include private sched-
uling of each applicant, 
a deep-cleaned audition 
space, social distancing 
and safety masks worn 
by GPT personnel and 
applicants. 

Applications are due 
Monday, July 6, and 
may be sent to kathy.
fisk@comcast.net or 
put in the mail slot at 
Grosse Pointe Theatre, 
315 Fisher Road, City of 
Grosse Pointe. 

For more informa-
tion, call Linda Zublick 
at (313) 320-4325 or 
S c h o l a r s h i p 
Chairwoman Kathy 
Fisk at (313) 510-4434.

2020 scholarship 
auditions slated

There’s a legacy to the 
house in which Aubrey 
Leggat grew up. And 
according to that legacy, 
it’s no surprise the 
Grosse Pointe South 
High School graduate 
recently earned a degree 
from the U.S. Naval 
Academy in Annapolis, 
Md.

“This is truly extraordi-
nary,” Leggat said. “It is 
my understanding that 
since the house at 490 
Lincoln was built in 1928, 
four of the fi ve families 
that lived there had chil-
dren that attended the 
Naval Academy. I was a 
youngster — a sopho-
more — when the two 
previous owners of my 
house had midshipmen 

who were firsties — 
seniors. 

“Now that my family 
has moved out of 490 
Lincoln, there is another 

family living there with a 
daughter who is inter-
ested in attending the 
Naval Academy,” she 
added. “She is currently 

as sophomore at South. If 
she ends up going, that 
would mean fi ve families 
that lived in that same 
house had a child that 
went to the Naval 
Academy.”

With an acceptance 
rate of around 7 percent, 
“the odds of so many 
who lived in one house 
attending are phenome-
nal ,”  Leggat  said. 
“’Maybe there is some-
thing in the water,’ the 
young man who attended 
before me said when he 
heard I was accepted.”

Leggat recently closed 
out her time at the acad-
emy by earning a 
Bachelor of Science 
degree in aerospace engi-
neering. And like many 
graduates at all levels, 

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

City native takes to the skies
Pointer graduates from U.S. Naval Academy

PHOTO COURTESY OF AUBREY LEGGAT

Aubrey Leggat shows off her U.S. Naval Academy 
class ring upon graduation.

See GRAD, page 3B
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Window shoppers in 
The Village have a chance 
this summer to witness 
history.

Grosse Pointe Woods 
r e s i d e n t  M i c h e l l e 
Boggess-Nunley has offi -
c ia l ly  s tarted her 
Guinness World Record 
attempt to make the 
world’s largest hand-
drawn maze. For the 
remainder of June and 
through the month of 
July, she can be found at 
Posterity Gallery, 17005 
Kercheval, City of Grosse 
Pointe.

Making the attempt a 
live performance is part 
of the Guinness guide-
lines Boggess-Nunley 
must follow. Additionally, 
the process must be 
recorded and must 
involve two independent 
witnesses at all times.

The space at Posterity 

allows people to walk by 
and watch the attempt 
unfold. Boggess-Nunley 
will be in the storefront 
window 10:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. Tuesdays 
through Saturdays until 
she completes the maze.

“People will be able to 
walk by and witness the 
whole thing, as well as 
‘sponsor’ square footage 
of the maze if they wish,” 

she told the Grosse Pointe 
News in April, noting 
she’d be happy to incor-
porate sponsors’ names 
into the maze.

Proceeds from spon-
sorships will be donated 
to Living Arts of Detroit.

“As a teaching artist 
and owner of a traveling 
studio, I foresee the 
effects of this pandemic 
hitting youth art pro-

grams and teachers very 
hard, with funding spread 
so thin for other things,” 
she said. “My mission is 
to try to help through 
whatever means I can.”

A lifelong artist, 
Boggess-Nunley will cre-
ate her maze using a 
2,000-square-foot roll of 
paper. The maze paths 
cannot exceed one centi-
meter in width and the 
maze must be solvable. 
She anticipates putting 
200 hours into the proj-
ect.

Posterity owner Sherry 
McInerny said Boggess-
Nunley has settled in 
nicely to her new sur-
roundings, where she’ll 
be for the next eight to 
10 weeks.

“She can only work 
four hours a day,” 
McInerny said. “So it’s 
going to take a little 
while, but she’s gaining 
speed.

“I think it’s a good 

thing to bring awareness 
to The Village and bring 
more art to the commu-
nity,” she added. “This is 
a great platform for her 
to meet new people and 
for people to find out 
what’s going on in The 
Village. I’m hoping to 
spread the word about 
art.”

A fan of Boggess-
Nunley’s work, McInerny 
said it was easy to say 
yes when the artist asked 
to make her attempt at 
Posterity. The gallery 
owner encouraged any-
one who wants to stop in 

and check it out to do so.
“We’re open from 10 

a.m. to 6 p.m. and she’s 
working from 10:30 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m.,” McInerny 
said, noting the gallery is 
closed Sunday and 
Monday. “Anybody who 
wants to come by and 
help support is welcome.

“You can see her right 
in the front window,” she 
added. “You don’t have 
to come in, but a lot of 
people do.”

For more information 
or to sponsor a square 
foot of the maze, visit 
boggessart.com.
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commencements looked 
a bit different this year.

Commissioning Week 
at the U.S. Naval 
A c a d e m y  u s u a l l y 
includes garden parties, 
balls, shows by the Blue 
Angels fl ight demonstra-
tion team and a commis-
sioning ceremony at its 
football fi eld.

“This year’s gradua-
tion wasn’t typical for the 
Naval Academy,” said 
Leggat, whose family still 
lives in the City of Grosse 
Pointe. “This year was 
different, with everyone 
scattered across the 
country, since we could 
not return to the acad-
emy after spring break 
due to the COVID pan-
demic. Additionally, 
restrictions placed on 
military travel made a 
week similar to previous 
years impossible.”

Instead, she said, 
seniors were brought 
back to school in five 
waves. Each wave was 
allotted two days, one to 
collect their belongings 
and move out of their 
rooms at Bancroft Hall — 
the largest dormitory in 
the U.S. where approxi-
mately 4,000 midship-
men reside together 
— and the second day for 
a small, socially dis-
tanced commissioning 
event.

“After each commis-
sioning day, the waves 
were sent home and the 
next would come in,” 
Leggat said.

On May 22, Leggat and 
her loved ones were able 
to watch her virtual grad-
uation from the academy, 
which was comprised of 
“clips sent in by report-
ers, celebrities, athletes 
and the video coverage 
from each commission-
ing event,” she said. “I 
was fortunate enough to 
be able to watch it with 
my family and friends. 
Although it wasn’t what I 
expected, the virtual 
graduation was really 
well done. I am very 
grateful to have had the 
opportunity to attend the 
academy, making amaz-
ing memories along the 
way.

“Now that I’ve gradu-
ated, I feel excited for the 
future,” Leggat said, add-
ing she currently is tem-
porarily assigned to work 
with the Aerospace 
Engineering Department 
at the academy until she 
leaves for fl ight school in 
September. “Once I get 
down to Pensacola for 
fl ight school, I will begin 

my fl ight training.”
Flying planes — or 

even joining the academy 
to begin with — weren’t 
“even on my radar,” 
Leggat said, “until the 
middle of my junior year 
in high school.

“During this time, I 
received information 
about the academy’s 
summer seminar in the 
mail,” she continued. 
“My mom handed me the 
postcard with a picture of 
a young woman low 
crawling in the mud 
under barbed wire and 
said, ‘Doesn’t this look 
fun?’ The very next day a 
Naval Academy repre-
sentative was presenting 
information and, unbe-
lievably, the following 
day I received an email 
from the academy soccer 
coach about a spring 
camp.”

Leggat decided she 
better look into the 
school. She applied for 
the one-week summer 
seminar program and 
afterward, her mind was 

made up.
“I offi cially applied to 

the Naval Academy dur-
ing the summer going 
into my senior year of 
high school,” she said. “I 
didn’t apply anywhere 
else, because I knew the 
Naval Academy was 
where I wanted to be.  I 
was accepted after the 
fi rst admissions board in 
September of my senior 
year at Grosse Pointe 
South.”

Leggat isn’t the fi rst in 
her family to pursue a 
career in the military. 
Her older brother, Doug, 
is an Apache pilot in the 
Army. She admitted she 
was always interested, 
but hadn’t seen joining 
the military as a possibil-
ity.

“The U.S.  Naval 
Academy presented an 
opportunity where I 
could become a pilot, 
serve my country and get 
a great degree at the 
same time,” Leggat said. 
“Now that I’ve gone 
through the academy, I 
can really say that it was 
the best place for me.  I 
earned my degree, devel-
oped leadership skills, 
made lifelong friends 
and had amazing adven-
tures. I was selected to 
serve as a Navy pilot and 
now I will be heading 
down to Pensacola for 
fl ight school. There is no 
way my life could have 
turned out better.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF AUBREY LEGGAT

U.S. Naval Academy graduate Aubrey Leggat with 
her parents, Marleen and Douglas Leggat.

GRAD:
Continued from page 2B

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

World record attempt underway

PHOTOS BY JACK RYAN

Michelle Boggess-Nunley hard at work at Posterity 
Gallery.

Boggess-Nunley is attempting a world record using 
a 2,000-square-foot roll of paper.
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B4BIZ CARDS

Dr. Clark Okulski has long 
respected the Grosse Pointe 
Park Public Safety Department. 
He recognizes that not only 
have fi rst responders remained 
on the frontline throughout the 
COVID-19 pandemic, but also 
that police departments every-
where are under scrutiny since 
the May 25 death of George 
Floyd in Minnesota by a uni-
formed policeman.

Negativity toward offi cers in 
the national media was the last 
straw for Okulski, who has 
lived in the Park more than 30 

years.
“They’re the ones who watch 

our backs when bad things 
happen,” he said, noting that 
the coronavirus and protest 
marches have added stress to a 
lot of people’s lives, including 
public safety. “Cops are under 
a lot of stress; I wanted to boost 
morale.”

Tuesday, June 9, Okulski per-
sonally delivered 45 meals to 
members of the Park’s public 
safety department. The food 
was prepared and individually 
packaged by Red Crown. Each 

meal included half a chicken, 
macaroni and cheese and ched-
dar buttermilk biscuits, all 
funded by Okulski.

“They were expecting us,” he 
said. “It was a bright sunny day. 
It was just something to give 
back to the community.

“I’ve lived here over 30 
years,” he added. “I’ve never 
experienced a situation like 
this before; I wanted to cheer 
them up. … It was personally 
very rewarding.”

— Jody McVeigh

Food delivery hits the spot

PHOTOS BY JACK RYAN

Pictured from left are Grosse Pointe Park Public Safety offi -
cers Rob Ruggero, Jason Lockwood, Paul Pionk and Mike 
Miller, with Dr. Clark Okulski.

Jean Gilbert’s daugh-
ter, Charlene Gilbert, 
wanted to do something 
special for her mom’s 
102nd birthday June 1, 
so she called neighbors, 
friends and family to 
invite them to participate 
in a birthday parade. 

The City of Grosse 
Pointe Public Safety 
Department provided a 
fi re truck and police car 
to lead the parade and a 
police car to end the line 
of cars.

The parade was a sur-
prise to the birthday girl, 
who thought there may 
have been a fire when 
she heard sirens. That’s 
when her daughter told 
her the parade was in 
her honor. 

As her neighbors and 
her family arrived, Jean 
Gilbert began to cry 
tears of joy. She said a 
few times, “Oh, I can’t 
believe it, I just can’t 
believe it. This is won-
derful.”

Celebrating 102

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

World War II veteran Jean Gilbert displays her dog 
tags while sitting on her walker decorated with 
American fl ags.

Gilbert and her daughter, Charlene Gilbert, wave as 
passing drivers call out birthday greetings.

Jean Gilbert’s great-grandnieces, Gemma and Emi 
LaRosa Smith, sing “Happy Birthday” to her.

Gilbert 
gets a 
birthday 
wish 
from 
Vietnam 
veteran 
George 
Gourlay.

Jane 
Schmidt 
gives 
Gilbert 
fl owers 
for her 
birth-
day.

In just a few short weeks, the long-anticipated re-
imagining of the Rotary Tot Lot should be complete. 
While there have been some delays — largely due to  
mandated construction shutdowns — Rotary Club 
members, with approval from the City of Grosse 
Pointe, still plan to host a grand-opening celebra-
tion later this summer. A private ribbon-cutting cer-
emony for donors begins at 9:30 a.m. Saturday, Aug. 
8, followed by a public grand opening at noon. 
Additionally, project chairman Michael Carmody 
said, “the community can look forward to another 
exciting announcement regarding Phase Two of the 
Rotary Tot Lot, coming soon.”

Nearly 
fi nished

PHOTO BY JACK RYAN
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Medical emergencies happen every 
day — even now. For people experienc-
ing symptoms of a heart attack, stroke, 
mental health crisis or other acute ill-
ness or injury, a hospital emergency 
room is still the safest, most appropriate 
place to get care. Delaying critical care 
can make conditions worse or recovery 
more diffi cult. 

Unfortunately, slowing the spread of 
COVID-19 has also delayed some people 
from seeking the emergency care they 
need for themselves or for a loved one. 
Some may be unsure whether the time 
is right to go to an ER or concerned 
about safety for themselves and for their 
caregivers. 

“We know many people have put their 
lives on hold to slow the spread of 
COVID-19. But, an emergency is still an 
emergency,” said Ken Berkovitz, M.D., 
Ministry Market Executive, Ascension 
Michigan. “We want our patients to 
know they are safe getting care at 
Ascension Michigan hospitals.”

Heightened precautions for 
patient and caregiver safety
Balancing care with caution, 

Ascension Michigan emergency rooms 
have adapted to this evolving situation 
to provide the right care as safely as 
possible. So, strict safety precautions 
have been put in place to help protect 
both patients and caregivers. 

Precautions include:
◆ Screening doctors, nurses and 

care teams before they enter a facil-
ity

◆ Cleaning and sanitizing all areas 
extensively and more often

◆ Designating separate emergency 
triage and care areas for patients 
with symptoms of COVID-19

◆ Maintaining proper social dis-
tancing in waiting rooms

◆ Continuing to wear appropriate 
personal protective equipment (PPE)

Committed to meeting care 
challenges with open doors
This pandemic may be unprece-

dented, but Ascension Michigan has 
been meeting challenges for more 
than 100 years to care for its commu-
nities. 

“We’ve been here throughout this 
crisis. Our emergency rooms remain 
open and we’re here for you when you 
need us,” Berkovitz said. 

And as we all embrace a new way of 
living, Ascension Michigan care 
teams are fully prepared, providing 
compassionate care in a new way for 
every patient we serve. Ascension 
Michigan ERs are open 24/7.

ERs remain open to care 
for everyone, with strong 

safety precautions

The importance of immediate emergency care 
Getting immediate care for a serious condition like a heart attack, stroke, 

severe mental health condition or diffi culty breathing is important for a person’s 
long-term health and is often lifesaving. For example, delaying care for a stroke, 
even by a few minutes, can be the difference between recovery and permanent 
disability. 

Find the nearest Ascension Michigan ER at 
GetAscensionMichiganCare.com 

Disclaimer: If you are experiencing a life-threatening emergency, go directly 
to the ER or call 911.

Beginning June 15 and 
for a limited time, the 
American Red Cross is 
testing all blood, platelet 
and plasma donations 
for COVID-19 antibod-
ies, providing donors 
insight into whether 
they have been exposed 
to this coronavirus. At 
the same time, there 
continues to be an 
urgent need for blood 
donations as hospitals 
resume surgeries and 
treatments that require 
blood products. 

Antibody testing will 
indicate if the donor’s 
immune system has pro-
duced antibodies to this 
coronavirus, regardless 
of whether they devel-
o p e d  s y m p t o m s . 
Donations will be tested 
using samples pulled at 
the time of donation and 
sent to a testing labora-
tory where they also will 
undergo routine infec-
tious disease testing. A 
positive antibody test 
result does not confi rm 
infection or immunity.

COVID-19 antibody 
test results will be avail-
able within seven to 10 
days in the Red Cross 
Blood Donor App or 
donor portal at redcross-
blood.org. The test has 
been authorized for 
emergency use by the 
U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration.

“As an organization 
dedicated to helping 
others, the Red Cross is 
pleased to provide more 
in format ion  about 
COVID-19 to our valued 
donors,” said Dr. Erin 
Goodhue, executive 
medical director of 

direct patient care with 
t h e  R e d  C r o s s 
Biomedical Services. “If 
you are feeling healthy 
and well, please sched-
ule an appointment to 
not only help saves lives, 
but also learn about your 
potential exposure to 
COVID-19.”  

The Red Cross is not 
testing donors to diag-
nose illness, referred to 
as a diagnostic test.

Donation appoint-
ments may be made by 
downloading the free 
Blood Donor App, visit-
ing redcrossblood.org, 
calling (800) 733-2767 or 
enabling the Blood 
Donor Skill on any 
Alexa Echo device. 
Thanks to Amazon, all 
those who donate during 
the month of June will 
receive a $5 amazon.
com gift card via email. 
Some restrictions apply.

Blood drive safety 
precautions

To protect the health 
and safety of Red Cross 
staff and donors, indi-
viduals who do not feel 
well or believe they may 
be ill with COVID-19 
should postpone their 
donation. 

Each Red Cross blood 
drive and donation cen-
ter follows the highest 
standards of safety and 
i n f e c t i o n  c o n t r o l 
and additional precau-
tions — including tem-
perature checks, social 
distancing and face cov-
erings for donors and 
staff — have been imple-
mented to help protect 
the health of all those in 
attendance. 

Donors are asked to 
schedule an appoint-
ment prior to arriving at 
the drive and are 
required to wear a face 
covering or mask while 
at the drive, in align-
ment with Centers for 
Disease Control and 
Prevention public guid-
ance.  

U p c o m i n g  l o c a l 
American Red Cross 
blood drives include:

◆ 10 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. 
Thursday, June 18, at 
Pointe Fitness, 19556 
Harper, Harper Woods.

◆ 7:15 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Friday, June 19, at 
Ascension St. John 
Hospital, 22101 Moross, 
Detroit.

◆ 1 to 6:45 p.m. Friday, 
June 19, at St. Clare of 
Montefalco Catholic 
Church, 1401 Whittier, 
Grosse Pointe Park.

◆ 11:30 a.m. to 5:15 
p.m. Tuesday, June 23, 
at Grosse Pointe Woods 
Presbyterian Church, 
19950 Mack, Grosse 
Pointe Woods.

Red Cross testing 
all blood donations 
for COVID-19 antibodies

shorepointebenefits.com

Independent
Medicare
Consulting

Retiring? Born in 1955?Retiring? Born in 1955?
You’ve Got Health Care OptionsYou’ve Got Health Care Options

beth@shorepointebenefits.com
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313.690.5723

NO cost phone or
virtual consultation

at your convenience!

Open for              
appointments

At Ascension St. John, the care you need is available today.        
From routine visits and health screenings to surgical procedures 
and specialty care, our caregivers are fully prepared for your arrival. 

As we all embrace a new care experience, Ascension St. John       
will continue to maintain strict precautions for your safety in 
our care including screenings, social distancing and protective 
equipment. Yet our compassionate, personalized care remains 
unchanged. When you enter our doors, you’ll be greeted by the 
Ascension St. John caregivers you know and trust. 

We are now open to schedule appointments for your urgent and 
ongoing care needs, including: back surgery, joint surgery, heart 
screenings, mammograms, colorectal screenings, bariatric surgery, 
pediatric vaccinations, annual wellness visits, lung screenings, 
prenatal care visits and more.

© Ascension 2020. All rights reserved.

Schedule now. 
Ask about virtual visits.

GetAscensionMichiganCare.com

Fully prepared for your safety 
in our care
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Wrinkles and blem-
ishes are just a few of the 
thousands of skin condi-
tions that affect the skin. 
Some cause mild symp-
toms, while others may 
be serious and interfere 
with everyday life. 

A dermatologist is a 
doctor who specializes in 
treating the skin, hair 
and nails. While some 
treatments improve the 
look of your skin, others, 
such as checkups for 
skin cancer, can save 
lives. 

Dr. Shauna Ryder 
Diggs is Michigan’s 
leader in comprehensive skin health 
and rejuvenation. Her practice, 
CosmedicDerm, is located in The 
Village of Grosse Pointe and offers 
patients the most cutting-edge treat-
ments available. 

PiQo4 is the latest laser technology 
on the market and is used to help with 
a number of different pigment condi-
tions or for overall rejuvenation. The 
PiQo4 laser targets pigment in the skin 
to remove sun and age spots, freckles 
and birth marks, and create a more 
even skin tone. This also is the best 
way to remove tattoos because it 
removes all color pigments, meaning 
less treatments for the patients, Diggs 
said. 

Along with improving abnormal pig-
ment, the PiQo4 laser is used for skin 
rejuvenation. The laser stimulates new 
collagen grown to promote smoother, 
younger-looking skin. 

“This is a great way for patients to 
just improve their overall look,” Diggs 
said. 

CoolSculpting, a non-surgical body 
contouring and fat reduction proce-
dure, uses controlled cooling to elimi-
nate stubborn fat. While many 

physician offices offer 
CoolSculpting, 

Diggs is leading the 
way by having two 
machines. Typically 
treatment lasts anywhere 
from 60 to 90 minutes. 
With two machines used 
simultaneously, treat-
ment time is cut in half. 

Diggs l istens to 
patients’ needs and 
responds by offering the 
latest technologies in 
dermatology, which is 
why she recently added 
the Splendor X laser for 
leg veins and hair 
removal to her practice. 

Additional cosmetic options are avail-
able, as are medical treatments for 
acne, skin cancer and other skin condi-
tions. Diggs cares for all ages. 

Diggs is an American Board of 
Dermatology-certifi ed dermatologist, a 
Fellow of the American Academy of 
Dermatology and a Fellow of the 
American Society of Dermatologic 
Surgery. She’s a graduate of the 
University of Michigan and served as 
the fi rst medical director of the Detroit 
Medical Center Advanced Laser 
Treatment Center. She is the creator of 
the CosmedicDerm Professional Skin 
Care line, products formulated with 
green tea, vitamin- and fruit-based 
antioxidants and retinol, all of which 
promote skin health and natural 
beauty. In addition, she recently was 
named one of Hour Magazine’s Top 
Docs. 

“I like to think I bring modern tech-
nology, but practice in a traditional 
way,” she said. 

CosmedicDerm is located at 17000 
Kercheval, Ste. 215, City of Grosse 
Pointe. For more information, visit 
drshaunadiggs.com or call (313) 566-
4729.

Dr. Shauna Diggs of 
CosmedicDerm offers 
the latest in skin care

Just more than a month 
after opening, The 
Corner Studio was forced 
to temporarily shut its 
doors in compliance with 
Michigan’s “Stay Home, 
Stay Safe” mandate due 
to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. But that didn’t 
stop the fitness studio, 
whose focus on commu-
nity interaction inspired 
numerous charity-driven 
initiatives over the last 
three months, from con-
tinuing to engage its cli-
ents  and  prov ide 
workouts and wellness 
resources for all, both 
virtually and now out-
doors.

With its brick-and-mor-
tar studio on Mack 
Avenue and Broadstone 
yet to reopen for fi tness 
classes, The Corner 
Studio has set up shop at 
Kerby Field in Grosse 
Pointe Farms, hosting 
classes outside Monday 
through Friday morn-
ings. The open-air option 
has delighted clients, in 
large part due to the fi rm 
abidance of social dis-

tancing protocols, small 
class sizes and diligent 
sanitization of equip-
ment. The summer 
weather has cooperated 
beautifully, too.

Classes at Kerby Field 
include Yo Strong, HIIT 
Strong, Cardio Dance, 
Yoga, Cardio Drills & 
Tone, Bootcamp, Teen 
Yo g a  a n d  Te e n 
Conditioning. Regular 
class prices apply.

Clients who are still 
more comfortable at 
home can tune in for The 
Corner Studio’s virtual 
classes, which currently 
remain available and free 
on Instagram Live.

In tandem with the 
launch of outdoor 
classes, The Corner 
Studio opened its bou-
tique for retail shopping 
4 to 5:30 p.m. Mondays 
and Wednesdays and 
10:30 a.m. to noon 
Saturdays. Infrared 
sauna appointments are 
now available for book-
ing as well.

The studio is offering a 
Summer Detox special: 

three sessions for $60.
For The Corner Studio, 

community engagement 
has remained a promi-
nent pillar. Over the 
course of quarantine, 
social media-fueled fit-
ness challenges raised 
funds for front-liners, like 
Detroit EMS, as well as 
donations for a local juice 
company to deliver cold-
pressed juices to hospi-
tals. Most recently, The 
Corner Studio donated 20 
percent of proceeds from 
retail and class purchases 
to We Love Lake Street, a 
nonprofit organization 
helping rebuild small 
b u s i n e s s e s  i n 
Minneapolis, Minn.

Despite its newness, 
The Corner Studio’s 
efforts to stay connected 
with clients through ever-
changing times has 
allowed it to effectively 
serve its wellness com-
munity. Follow @the
cornerstudiogp for 
weekly virtual class 
schedule and sign up for 
outdoor classes on The 
Corner Studio app.

The Corner Studio 
launches outdoor classes, 
reopens for retail, sauna

Dr. Shauna Diggs

RESHAPE YOUR BODY WITH
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GENERAL, COSMEDIC & LASER DERMATOLOGY
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Cosmedic Dermatology… where beauty and science meet 
17000 Kercheval Avenue, Suite 215, The Village of Grosse Pointe, MI 48230 

 DrShaunaDiggs.com
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313- 882-5777

061820

Medical Services  
Skin Cancers
Acne
Eczema Skin Infections 
Birthmarks
Moles
Scars
Hair loss & Excessive Hair 
Nail Disorders
Autoimmune Disease
Psoriasis 

Cosmetic Services 
CoolSculpting® & DualSculpting™ 
Microdermabrasion & Vibradermabrasion 
Clear + Brilliant Laser Peel 
PiQo4 Tattoo Laser & Pigment Laser 
Fraxel Rejuvenation 
Laser Hair Removal 
Leg Vein Treatment 
Facials & Peels 
Botox® / Xeomin® / Dysport®
Wrinkle Fillers

19565 Mack Ave
Grosse Pointe Woods
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New client offer: 5 classes for $50
Infrared Sauna: 3 sessions for $60

313.821.4374
thecornerstudiogp.com
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New at

CORNER
STUDIO

Free virtual classes on

Instagram Live @thecornerstudiogp

Find virtual class schedules posted on Instagram and

Facebook. Book outdoor classes and sauna on The 

Corner Studio app.

SUMMER SPECIALS:

photography: Lani Martin

OUTDOOR CLASSES at Kerby Field
Monday – Friday mornings

Monday 
8-12 and 4-5:30
Tuesday
4-8

Wednesday
8-12 and 4-5:30
Thursday
4-8

Friday 
8-12
Saturday
10:30-12

Sauna and
Retail
Shopping
Hours
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Want to get back to 
your morning run? Walk 
your dog? Or just walk to 
the mailbox pain free? If 
painful hip or knee 
arthritis is getting in the 
way, you might want to 
consider joint replace-
ment surgery.

Michael Charters, 
M.D., a fellowship-
trained orthopedic sur-
geon at the Henry Ford 
C e n t e r  f o r  J o i n t 
Replacement, says it may 
be time to consider a 
joint replacement if you:

◆ Have an arthritic hip 
or knee that causes pain 
and keeps you from 
doing the things you 
want to do.

◆ Are unable to man-
age these symptoms with 
nonsurgical treatments.

During the surgery, the 
damaged cartilage and 
bone is removed from 
your joint and replaced 
with prosthetic compo-
nents made of metal, 
plastic, or ceramic. The 
prosthesis mimics the 
shape and movement of a 
natural joint.

After surgery, many 
Henry Ford joint replace-
ment patients return 
home the same day; oth-
ers may stay overnight in 
the hospital before going 
home. Patients typically 
return to their normal 
activities in four to six 
weeks. It may take up to 
three months to be fully 
recovered from surgery.

Having other medical 
condi t ions  usual ly 
doesn’t rule out a joint 
replacement. But you 
may need to work with 
your doctor to get into 
the best possible shape 
before surgery.

“We create individual-

ized treatment plans for 
each patient, to get them 
back to their life” says 
Trevor North, M.D., also 
a Henry Ford fellowship-
trained orthopedic sur-
geon. “We want our 
patients to get back to 
their most active self.”

If you’re considering 
this option, Dr. North rec-
ommends asking your 
surgeon:

◆ How will you tailor 
my care plan to fit my 
personal needs and pri-
orities?

◆ What results can I 
expect? Will there be any 
limitations on my activi-
ties afterward?

◆  Do you offer 
advanced techniques, 
such as the use of robotic 
technology?

For the convenience of 
our patients,  joint 
replacements are per-
formed at six Henry Ford 
locations in Wayne, 
Oakland, Macomb and 
Jackson counties – 
including at Henry Ford 
Medical Center–Cottage 

in Grosse Pointe Farms. 
You can also consult with 
a physician virtually, 
from the comfort of your 
home. These visits are 
great for your initial con-
sult, post-operative care 
or second opinions. 

Although the world has 
changed, our commit-
ment to providing the 
safest care environment 

possible has never 
wavered. We have addi-
tional measures put in 
place to allow us to safely 
provide medical care to 
our patients in person. 
Those include things like 
screening all patients, 
visitors and staff before 
entry into all Henry Ford 
facilities, implementing 
social distancing in all 
spaces, visitor restric-
tions, wearing a mask at 
all times, and enhanced 
cleaning practices. 

Learn More
Ask your primary care 

physician if it’s time for 
you to see an orthopedic 
surgeon. Call (313) 916-
2181or visit HenryFord.
com/Serv ices / Jo in t -
Replacement.

Spotlight on joint replacement: 
What you need to know

The new joint replacement outpatient program at 
Cottage is led by joint replacement surgeons, 
Michael Charters, M.D., and Trevor North, M.D.

Grosse Pointe Farms 
resident Riley Slattery 
had plenty of reasons to 
celebrate Friday, June 12. 
For starters, it was her 
10th birthday, but also it 
was the last day of school 
and, 5 minutes before her 
birthday parade began, 
power was restored to 
her home after it had 
been  knocked by 
Wednesday’s storm. 

A parade of well-wish-
ers drove by her house, 
some with cards, some 
with gifts and all with 
birthday greetings, 
including Grosse Pointe 
Farms K-9 Offi cer Harris 
and K-9 Duke.

Unlike other birthday 
parades, Slattery decided 
hers would also serve as 
a fundraiser after she 
heard about the Bruveris 
family, who lost their 
home and belongings in 
a fi re due to Wednesday’s 
storm. Mrs. Bruveris was 

Slattery’s kindergarten 
teacher at Monteith 
Elementary School.

Between her birthday 
fundraiser and her Team 
Super Riley Facebook 
page, Slattery raised 
$305, which she will 
donate to the Bruverises.

Birthday 
benefi t

PHOTO COURTESY OF RENEE LANDUYT

Riley Slattery, in front of her decorated front lawn 
before the drive-by birthday parade began.

Is your life suffering because of knee or hip pain? Now is the time to consider a joint replacement. At the 
Henry Ford Center for Joint Replacement, we understand that your quality of life is greatly diminished when 
it hurts to move. Our goal is to get you back into your active life. With six convenient locations including the 
Henry Ford Medical Center – Cottage, our program offers a personalized treatment plan with pre-surgical 
classes, specialty trained physical therapists and nurses who get you back on your feet the day of surgery, 
home care and other support. You can even consult with a joint replacement surgeon virtually, from the 
comfort of your home. Whether a knee or hip replacement, we’re with you every step of the way.

To learn more, visit HenryFord.com/JointReplacement or call (313) 916-2181.

T IME T O GE T 
READY FOR 
SUMMER 
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A Shared Campus with
ShorePointe Health & Rehabilitation

Offers a Continuum of Care

Call Heather today for a tour!

26101 Jefferson Ave • North of 10 Mile
St. Clair Shores, MI 48081

Assisted Living
& Memory Care
Close to Home
•  Signature Neighborhood

Life Style Concept

•  Delicious Seasonal Menus

•    Spiritual, Social, Educational,
& Cultural Activites

•  24/7 On-Site Personal 
Assistance

•  Plus so much more!

$1,000 Off your fi rst 
month’s rent and we’re 
waiving the $2,750 
Community Fee

Summer In The Shores

C R A N B E R R Y  P A R K
at SHOREPOINTE

586-498-4500  |  ShorePointeLiving.com
061820



Susan White 
Rockwell

Grosse Pointe Woods 
resident Susan White 
Rockwell died Monday, 
June 1, 2020. She was 82.

Born May 4, 1938, in 
Fremont, to Charles and 
Martha White, Susan 
earned a Bachelor of Arts 
degree from the University 
of Michigan in 1960.

A member of Junior 
League of Detroit, Fred 
DeHaven Choir, Grosse 
Pointe Lawyers Wives and 
Grosse Pointe Yacht Club, 
Susan also held several 
positions and sang in the 
choir at Grosse Pointe 
Congregational Church. 

She enjoyed time spent 
with family, church ser-
vices and activities, cook-
ing, travel, opera and 
performances by the 
Detro i t  Symphony 
Orchestra.

Susan is survived by her 
beloved husband, Thomas 
P. Rockwell; sons, Michael 
(David), David (Keira), 
William (Michelle) and 
Jeffrey (Lisa); grandchil-
dren, Victor, Celine, 
Mitchell, Colin, Bella, 
Charlotte and Thomas; 
great-grandchildren, 
Elijah and Eliecer; and 
brother, David White 
(Linda).

Interment took place at 
the Grosse Pointe 
Congregational Church 
columbarium.

Memorial contributions 
may be made to Grosse 
Pointe Congregational 
Church, 240 Chalfonte 
Ave., Grosse Pointe 
Farms, MI 48236.

Mary McKay 
Sumner Thorpe 
Mary McKay Sumner 

Thorpe, of Miami, Fla., 
formerly of Chicago, Ill., 
passed away Sunday, May 
31, 2020, after a brief bat-
tle with cancer, with her 
loving husband, Barry, by 
her side. She was 74. 

Born March 9, 1946, in 
Detroit, to Robert William 
Sumner and Isabelle 
Campbell Kanter Sumner, 
Mary was a graduate of 
Grosse Pointe High 
School. 

Mary earned a degree in 
education from Michigan 
State University in 1968, 
and was a member of Pi 
Beta Phi sorority. 

Mary’s career began at 
Liberty Mutual Insurance 
Co., in Chicago, as an 
insurance account man-
ager. After a series of 
mergers, Mary was named 
a vice president at Aon, a 
global professional ser-
vices firm. She received 
many achievement 
awards over the years and 
numerous accolades from 
clients. A successful busi-
nesswoman, Mary made 
time to mentor younger 
women starting out in the 
insurance industry, believ-
ing it to be an obligation 
owed to the next genera-
tion.

Mary married Barry D. 
Thorpe April 2, 2006, in 
Coconut Grove, Fla., 
where they lived after 
relocating from Chicago 
in 2003. Members of Coral 
Reef Yacht Club — and 
Barry being an avid sailor 
— Mary and Barry enjoyed 
spending time with friends 
at the club. Mary also was 
an active Junior League 
sustainer in Chicago and 
Miami.

Mary enjoyed volun-
teering at voter polling 
stations during national 
and local elections. She 

also enjoyed weekly vol-
unteer shifts at This ‘n 
That Shop, a thrift bou-
tique in Miami, where she 
chatted with customers 
and discussed the prove-
nance of the “antiques” for 
sale. An avid bridge player 
and voracious reader, 
Mary’s true passion was 
travel. Mary traveled 
around the world and 
loved the detailed plan-
ning as well as the adven-
tures she and Barry 
experienced.

Mary is survived by her 
devoted husband, Barry; 
nephew, Robert Kost 
(Lori) and their daughters, 
Samantha and Zoe; and 
nephew, Stephen Kost 
(Beth) and their son, 
Charles. She also is sur-
vived by her stepdaughter, 
Lauren Thorpe-Compiano 
(Sylvan) and their son, 
Lucas; stepson, Andrew 
Thorpe (Leslie) and their 
daughter, Madeleine; 
cousin, Frank Girardin 
and his children, Skip and 
Jennifer; and grandson, 
Sam Marihugh.

A celebration of Mary’s 
life will be held at a later 
date.

Earl Joseph 
Wakely

Earl Joseph Wakely, 94, 
passed away peacefully 
Monday, June 8, 2020. He 
was born Aug. 28, 1925, in 
Grosse Pointe. 

A 1944 graduate of 
Grosse Pointe High 
School, Earl served in the 
U.S. Merchant Marine 
during World War II. 

In his career as a build-
ing inspector, Earl pro-
vided more than 50 years 
of service to the city of 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

He enjoyed hunting, 
fi shing and telling a good 
joke.

Earl was the beloved 
husband of the late Joan 
(nee Athman) for 53 
years; loving father of 
Michael (Pam); cherished 
grandfather of Sarah 
(Bryan) and Annie 
(Monte); and great-grand-
father of Ivy and Eden. He 
also was the close com-
panion of Barbara Marrs 
in recent years.

A memorial Mass will 
be held at a later date. 

Donations in Earl’s 
memory may be made to 
Capuchin Soup Kitchen, 
1820 Mount Elliott St., 
Detroit, MI 48207, or 
online at cskdetroit.org. 

Grace Harriet 
McCarren Miles
Grace Harriet McCarren 

Miles peacefully passed 
away Tuesday, May 19, 
2020, at Henry Ford 
Village in Dearborn. She 
was born Feb. 20,1922, in 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Grace was married 69 
years to her beloved hus-
band, Bob, who prede-
ceased her in 2011. She 
was the dear and loving 
mother of Linn (Van) and 
David (Chris). Grace loved 
being with her grandchil-
dren, Betsy (Sam), Greg 
(Whitney), Lindsay (Rich) 
and Leigh; and great-
grandchildren, Estee, 
Dylan and Rell.

Grace’s parties and deli-
cious cooking were 
enjoyed by family and 
friends and also won acco-
lades from Better Homes 
and Gardens magazine 
and The French Company. 
Her entertaining skills 
opened a career working 
in community relations for 

Michigan Consolidated 
Gas Co., at the hospitality 
center in Grosse Pointe. 

Grace also loved fash-
ion. In her late 60s, she 
won a beauty contest on 
the local television pro-
gram, Kelly & Company. 
Her fashion sense contin-
ued into sales positions at 
couture designer clothing 
s t o r e s ,  i n c l u d i n g 
Jacobson’s and Margaret 
Rice in Grosse Pointe and 
Halston Boutique in 
Detroit’s Renaissance 
Center.

Grace and Bob loved 
traveling with family and 
friends in summer aboard 
their boat, Inchcliff Castle, 
on the Great Lakes. In 
retirement, the couple’s 
adventures continued 
from coast-to-coast in 
their motor home and 
included special trips with 
their grandchildren. They 
enjoyed winters in Estero, 
Fla.

Appreciative of what 
each day had to offer, 
Grace was an active vol-
unteer in the Women’s and 
Among Friends groups at 
G r o s s e  P o i n t e 
Congregational Church 
and a member of Grosse 
Pointe Newcomers Club. 
She also was a member of 
the women’s bridge club 
at The War Memorial and 
volunteered at events 
there. Grace enjoyed the 
beauty of nature, which 
she portrayed in water-
color painting and poetry 
as she savored a cup of 
tea.

At Grace’s request, her 
body was donated to 
Wayne State Medical 
School so others might 
live in health and happi-
ness.

Charles Rockwell 
Williams

Charles Rockwell 
Williams, 68, died Sunday, 
June 7, 2020, at Stamford 
Hospital in Connecticut. 
The third son of Richard 
E. and Mary E. Williams, 
Charlie was born Feb. 26, 
1952, in Grosse Pointe. 

Charlie proudly gradu-
ated from Deerfield 
Academy in 1970, and 
cum laude from the 
University of Virginia in 
1974. At UVA, he was a 
member of the Delta Phi 
“St. Elmo Hall” fraternity. 
Ever a passionate alum, 
he enjoyed returning to 
cheer his teams, espe-
cially when his daughters 
attended each school.

Charlie was a senior 
vice president in private 
wealth management at 
UBS, where he worked 
nearly 40 years, first at 
Kidder Peabody, then 
Paine Webber and most 
recently UBS. His career 
began at Irving Trust Co., 
in New York City, in 1975. 

He met his wife, Amy 
Atwell Williams, a year 
later when they were 
introduced at a friend’s 
cocktail party. They 
shared burgers at JG 
Melon and attended a 
New York Rangers hockey 
game on their fi rst date. 
Charlie often reflected 
that on the couple’s fi rst 
Thanksgiving together in 
the city, he knew when he 
picked up Amy at the 
Manufacturers Hanover 
Trust building and she 
walked across the lobby 
wearing a red coat and 
aviators, she was the 
woman he was going to 
marry. Charlie proposed 
to Amy on her birthday in 
the wine cellar at New 
York’s 21 Club. Charlie 

and Amy were married 
October 1979, in Fox 
Chapel, Pa.

Charlie gained a love 
and appreciation for 
antique cars and wooden 
boats from his father. He 
and his family spent sum-
mers in Michigan’s Upper 
Peninsu la  a t  Les 
Cheneaux Islands or sum-
mer camp at Lanakila and 
Keewaydin. His lasting 
memories and formative 
experiences were carried 
on in family tradition by 
his daughters, nieces and 
nephews.

A family man first, 
Charlie was proud his 
daughters attended his 
alma maters of Deerfi eld 
and UVA and his wife was 
the fi rst female president 
of Les Cheneaux Club. He 
upheld family traditions 
at holidays and loved 
sharing stories of his 
childhood. Whether he 
drove his father’s Ford 
Model A in the Darien 
Memorial Day parade 
with his young daughters 
and their friends or his 
neighbors’ children, 
marched as leader of the 
Indian Princess Kickapoo 
tribe, coached soccer and 
hockey teams or even 
played Pretty Pretty 
Princess with his girls, 
Charlie was the ultimate 
girl dad. He taught his 
daughters to ride bicycles, 
ice skate, drive a boat and 
be fi ercely loyal to family 
and friends.

Charlie loved laughing, 
dancing and helping oth-
ers. He was the life of the 
party, a welcoming and 
smiling face, eager to talk 
to anyone and everyone, 
tell stories and share his 
passion for boats, cars, 
cooking, travel, Deerfi eld, 
UVA and Michigan. A 
mentor to nieces, neph-
ews and family friends’ 
children, he encouraged 
those he spoke with to “be 
essential.”

Charlie was a longtime 
member of Wee Burn 
Country Club in Darien, 
Conn., Racquet and 
Tennis Club in New York 
City, Les Cheneaux Club 
in Cedarvi l le  and 
Farmington Country Club 
in Charlottesville, Va. He 
loved playing team sports 
and getting to know the 
clubs’ staff and members.

Love of family and tra-
dition was one of Charlie’s 
truest attributes. He 
adored his siblings, 
Richard “Dick” Griffith 
Williams, of Baltimore, 
Md., Henry Phillips “Phil” 
W i l l i a m s  I I ,  o f 
Charlottesville, Va., and 
Judy Williams Holmes, of 
Cleveland, Ohio.

Charlie is survived by 
his loving wife, Amy; 
daughters ,  Christy 
Williams Coombs and 
Hillery Williams; and fam-
ily dogs, Piper, Tootsie 
Roll and Lollipop. 

A small service will be 

held this summer at Les 
Cheneaux Club in 
Cedarville; dear family 
friend, the Rev. Charles 
Fels, will preside. A 
memorial service will be 
held later this year at St. 
Luke’s Parish in Darien, 
Conn.

Memorial contributions 
may be made to Memorial 
Sloan Kettering Cancer 
Center, giving.mskcc.org; 
Jefferson Scholarship 
Fund at UVA, jefferson
scholars.org; or Deerfi eld 
Academy for the Charles 
R. Will iams Fund, 
Deerfield Academy, P.O. 
Box 306, Deerfield, MA 
01342.

Linda R. Tisdale
Former Grosse Pointe 

Woods resident Linda Rae 
Tisdale (nee Parsons), 
81, passed away peace-
fully Sunday, June 14, 
2020, at home in St. Clair 
Shores. She was born 
Aug. 7, 1938, in Oak Park, 
Ill., and raised in the 
C h i c a g o  s u b u r b 
of Western Springs.

Linda graduated from 
Western  Mich igan 
University in 1960, with a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 
arts and education. She 
also was a member of 
Alpha Chi Omega sorority.  

Linda met her future 
husband,  Bradford 
Tisdale, at WSU. They 
married in February 1962, 
and lived in Grosse Pointe 
more than 50 years. 
Together, Linda and Brad 
raised three children, 
Scott Tisdale, Kristin 
Edmonson (Steven) and 
Kevin Tisdale (Danielle). 
Linda also is survived by 
four grandchildren, Dan 
Edmonson, twins Megan 
and Jack Edmonson and 
Bennett Tisdale.

An elementary school 
teacher before raising her 
family, Linda taught four 
years in Hinsdale, Ill., and 
St. Clair Shores. 

Linda loved tennis, gar-
dening, sailing and travel-
ing. She and her family 
enjoyed their sailboats 
more than 35 years and 
traveled extensively. Linda 
and her family also spent 
time at their second home 
in Hilton Head Island, 
S.C., and visited annually 
since the early 1980s. 
Linda and Brad moved to 
St. Clair Shores in 
September 2014.

Visitation will take place 
from 1 to 5 p.m. Friday, 
June 26, at A.H. Peters 
Funeral Home, 20705 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods. A private family 
memorial service will fol-
low. Face coverings are 
required and social dis-
tancing must be observed. 

In lieu of fl owers, dona-
tions may be made to 
Michigan Parkinson 
Foundat ion,  30400 
Telegraph Rd., Suite 150, 

Bingham Farms, MI 
48025; or by phone at 
(248) 433-1011.

Betty J. Allor
Grosse Pointe Farms 

resident Betty J. Allor, 93, 
died Saturday, June 6, 
2020, in Plainsboro, N.J. 
She was born April 11, 
1927, in Buffalo, N.Y., to 
He len  and  Adam 
Raymond.

A 1943 graduate of 
Buffalo High School, 
Betty graduated two years 
early, at age 16. She was a 
summer camp counselor 
for Christian Youth 
Conference of North 
America during the 1950s.  

Betty worked at Globe 
Woven Belting until she 
and Richard Allor married 
in 1961. After marriage, 
Betty worked as a home-
maker. 

Betty joined Grosse 
Pointe Congregational 
Church when she moved 
to Grosse Pointe Farms in 
1961. She was a member 
of the church’s women’s 
organizations and served 
as church clerk many 
years. Betty also delivered 
meals throughout the 
Grosse Pointes for Meals 
on Wheels many years.

Betty will be remem-
bered as a kind and loving 
friend and a doting 
mother and grandmother. 
She loved gardening and 
was happy to give away 
homegrown tomatoes, 
cucumbers and peppers 
to friends and family. 
Betty baked, packaged 
and hand-delivered doz-
ens of cookies to church 
members and community 
friends each Christmas. 
She will be missed and 
loved always by her 
friends and family.

Betty is survived by her 
daughter, Beth Schaefer, 
and grandchildren, 
Rachel and Serena 
Schaefer.

A memorial service will 
be held at a later date at 
G r o s s e  P o i n t e 
Congregational Church, 
Grosse Pointe Farms. 

Memorial gifts may be 
made to the Grosse Pointe 
Congregational Church 
building fund, 240 
Chalfonte Ave., Grosse 
Pointe Farms, MI 48236.
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OBITUARIES
Obituary notices are purchased and often prewritten by family or friends. While 
we try to run obituaries as submitted, we nevertheless reserve the right to edit for 
accuracy, style and length.

Susan White Rockwell Mary McKay Thorpe Earl Joseph Wakely

Grace H. Miles Charles R. Williams Linda R. Tisdale

Betty J. Allor

See OBITS, page 9B
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Elizabeth R. 
Greenia

Grosse Pointe Park 
resident Elizabeth R. 
Greenia, 91, died peace-
fully Monday, June 8, 
2020, at a nursing facility 
in St. Clair Shores. She 
was born April 17, 1929, 
in Detroit, to Joseph 
Martin White and Marie 
Motz White. Elizabeth 
lived many decades in 
Detroit and moved to 
Grosse Pointe Park in the 
1980s.

Family was the core of 
Elizabeth’s life, fi rst as 
daughter to her late par-
ents and devoted sister to 
her late siblings, Joseph 
Jr., Dennis, Mary and 
Elizabeth’s twin, Patricia, 
then as wife of Maurice 
Greenia, mother of nine, 
grandmother of nine and 
great-grandmother of 
two. Her family extended 
to many nieces and neph-
ews. Elizabeth’s sense of 
family further extended 
to neighbors, friends, fel-
low parishioners at St. 
Martin Catholic Church, 
St. Ambrose Catholic 
Church and the world.

Elizabeth was a person 
of deep faith. In youth, 
she was a devoted mem-
ber of the Third Order of 
Saint Francis, which 
gave her a foundation of 
good cheer, thoughtful-
ness and kindness. She 
was endlessly curious 
about and concerned for 
the world in which she 
lived. She read vora-
ciously, listened atten-
tively and shared her 
sense of decency with 
everyone.

Elizabeth met her hus-
band and love of her life 
for 67 years, Maurice, at 
a Third Order of Saint 
Francis dance during 

World War II. Visitors to 
the couple’s home often 
found them seated on the 
couch, holding hands, 
singing songs and shar-
ing prayers; “Prayer of 
St. Francis” was a favor-
ite, along with “Blue 
Skies,” “We’ll Meet 
Again” and “Danny Boy.”

Elizabeth is survived 
by her husband, Maurice; 
children, Trish (the late 
Tim Knoll), Peg Sulek 
(the late Paul Sulek), 
Maurice Jr. (Jennifer), 
Thomas, Dennis (Ann), 
M a t t h e w  ( N a n c y ) , 
Timothy (Gail), Michael 
and Joseph; grandchil-
dren, Matthew, Louisa, 
Corinna, Justin, Heather, 
Thomas, Leila, Victoria 
and Elizabeth; and great-
grandchildren, Georgia 
and Camila.

A memorial Mass for 
Elizabeth was celebrated 
June 12, by Father Tim 
Pelc at St. Ambrose 
Catholic Church, Grosse 
Pointe Park. Interment 
took place at Mt. Elliott 
Cemetery, Detroit. 

Memorial donations 
may be  made  to 
Capuchin Franciscan 
Province of St. Joseph, 
1820 Mount Elliott St., 
Detroit, MI 48207, the
capuchins.org/donate; or 
Father Solanus Guild, 
1780 Mount Elliott 
Street,  Detroit,  MI 
48207, solanuscenter.
org/donate.

Elizabeth R. Greenia

OBITS:
Continued from page 8B

Kristine Mestdagh 
spends her days evaluat-
ing worthwhile requests 
as executive director of 
The John A. and Marlene 
L. Boll Foundation, 
named after her parents. 

The mission of the 
foundation is to support 
Christian organizations, 
education, the arts and 
communities in which 
her family lives.

Giving away money is 
not as easy as it may 
appear, said Mestdagh, 
of Grosse Pointe Farms, 
who has served on sev-
eral boards, including 
SpringHill Camps, St. 
J o h n  H o s p i t a l 
Foundation and St. John 
Hospital Fontbonne 
Auxiliary. 

“God has blessed our 
family and we feel we 
need to be good stewards 
of these gifts and care-
fully evaluate to make 
sure the money is being 

invested in worthwhile 
causes,” she said.

She and her husband, 
Jim Mestdaugh, regu-
larly and generously sup-
port several local causes. 
Near and dear to them is 
t h e  Fu l l  C i r c l e 
Foundation.

“We are fortunate and 
blessed to be able to give 
back and help improve 
the lives of those involved 
in Full Circle,” said Jim 
Mestdagh, president and 

owner of Landquest 
Properties, where he is a 
real estate developer of 
multi-family properties 
and senior communities. 
“We enjoy helping these 
young adults fulfi ll their 
dreams and seeing the 
impact of the fruits of 
their labor.”

Kristine Mestdagh 
says she puts herself in 
the shoes of parents of 
children with special 
needs at Full Circle.

“It brings us joy to be 
able to give and touch 
their lives while watch-
ing their children learn, 
grow, be nurtured, 
become more indepen-
dent and contribute to 
the community in posi-
tive ways,” she said. 
“Why wouldn’t you want 
to be a part of Full 
Circle?”

Inspired by the Full 
C i rc le  Foundat ion , 
“Circle of Love” is dedi-
cated to people with spe-
cial needs living in the 
Grosse Pointe and 
Harper Woods communi-
ties and those who love 
and support them. For 
more information, visit 
fullcirclefdn.org.

Helping young adults fulfi ll their dreams
By Theodore G. Coutilish
Guest Writer

COURTESY PHOTO

Jim and Kristine Mestdagh

The Grosse Pointe 
Public Library has begun 
offering curbside/park-
ing lot pick-up of library 
materials at all three of 
its branches. The service 
is available 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Monday through 
Saturday.

Patrons who have 
materials ready to pick 
up may go to their desig-
nated branch and call 
upon arrival. A staff 
member will bring the 
requested materials to 
patrons’ cars. There’s no 
need to leave the vehicle 
or even open the win-
dow; drivers should pop 
open the trunk or rear 
hatch so a staff member 
can place the materials 
inside.

To maintain strict 
social distancing, staff 
will not accept returns. 
Re turns  a re  on ly 
accepted at outdoor 
book-drop locations, 
which are available 24/7. 
Book drops are located 
at all three branches, as 
well as the Grosse Pointe 
Shores and Grosse 
Pointe Park municipal 
building parking lots.

Overdue fi nes will not 
be charged for materials 
checked out before the 
GPPL closed March 13. 

While there is no imme-
diate rush to return 
materials to the library, 
staff would like all items 
returned within the next 
month.

Also at this time, 
patrons may search the 
library catalog to place 
holds on books, audio-
books, DVDs and CDs. 
Library card holders will 
be notifi ed when materi-

als are ready to pick up.
For the health and 

safety of library patrons, 
all returned materials 
are quarantined for 72 
hours before being put 
back in circulation. The 
GPPL also is in the pro-
cess of cleaning its 
buildings according to 
guidelines set by the 
Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.

To pick up requested 
materials ,  cal l  the 
Central branch at (313) 
343-2074, Ewald branch 
at (313) 821-8830 or 
Woods branch at (313) 
343-2072.

For more information, 
cal l  the Reference 
Hotline at (313) 389-
6212 or email circula
t i o n @ g r o s s e p o i n t e
library.org.

GPPL offers curbside service

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Curbside service is available at all three branches of the Grosse Pointe Public 
Library.

Beaumont Children’s 
Walk for Miracles 
Workers will bring the 
community together vir-
tually Saturday, Aug. 8. 
An online kickoff celebra-
tion takes place at 9 a.m. 

Participants are asked 
to register online, create 
teams and use Children’s 
M i r a c l e  N e t w o r k 
Hospitals’ Crowd-funding 
page to raise money. In 
addition to supporting the 
pediatric programs and 
services of Beaumont 

Children’s, proceeds also 
support Beaumont’s 
health care heroes.

Those participating in 
the virtual event may 
decide to walk or run a 
desired route of their 
choosing, as well as create 
their own timing for their 
event Aug. 8. 

Registration fee is $30. 
Contests and prizes are 
included. To register or 
for more information, visit 
beaumont.org/walk-for-
miracles.

Walk benefi ts Beaumont Children’s 
programs, employee support fund

Worship
  Service

800 Vernier Road (Corner of Wedgewood)

(313) 884-5040

Rev. Sean Motley, Senior Pastor
~ “Go Make Disciples” ~

www.feelc.org

FIRST ENGLISH EVANGELICAL
   LUTHERAN CHURCH

10:00 am - Drive-In service on Sunday mornings.

Service on youtube at FEELC-GPW and on our
facebook page First English Lutheran Church. 

Sunday 10AM services are on
Zoom Meeting online and phone
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4105997963

415-762-9988, then enter 4105997963
AND with a Drive-in service in 

the parking lot

www.gpcong.org

Grosse Pointe
Congregational

Church
(United Church of Christ )

Grosse Pointe
UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH

Rev. Dr. Ray McGee
Rev. Keith Lenard, Jr.

      An Offi cial Welcoming Congregation

Worship online
with us as we

all respond
responsibly to the 

Coronavirus
www.facebook.com/
GrossePointeUMC

www.gpumc.org
313-886-2363

SUNDAY
8:15 & 10:45 a.m. - Worship Service

9:30 a.m. - Bible Study
10:45 a.m. - Sunday School

MONDAY
7 p.m. - Worship Service

2nd & 4th Monday of the Month
WEDNESDAY
10 a.m. - Bible Study

Randy S. Boelter, Pastor
Making New Disciples-
Building Stronger Ones

Christ the King
Lutheran Church

and Preschool
Mack at Lochmoor • 884-5090

www.christthekinggp.org

Sharing Godʼs grace through Christ, 
we love, pray, rejoice and serve.

All are welcome!

Worship Online
With Us!

Visit stpaulgp.org and
scroll to Quick Links

Select Our Youtube Channel
or Our Facebook Page

375 Lothrop at Chalfonte
Grosse Pointe Farms

313.881.6670
The Rev. Justin Dittrich

15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park, 
Michigan 48230-1302

Ambrose
Saint

Catholic Church

Masses
Saturday Vigil — 4:00 p.m.
Sunday — 8:30 and 11:15 a.m.

061820
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Romeo, 1957 Ford 
F a i r l a n e ,  1 9 5 1 
Studebaker, 50th anni-
versary Porsche 911, 
1949 Internat ional 
Harvester pickup truck, 
1981 DeLorean and 
“Corvettes from every 
year,” Lightbody said.

“We’ll have sports cars 
— both European and 
American,” she added. 
“A 1931 Ford Model A, 
1936 Packard — a num-
ber of Packards from the 
1930s. This runs the 
gamut, from modern day 
to fully collectible and 
antique.”

Traditionally, EyesOn 

Design has included 
awards and recognitions 
for achievement in 
design; all of this year’s 
honorees will be recog-
nized at the 2021 event. 

And because this 
year’s event isn’t charg-

ing admission, but still 
hopes to raise funds for 
the DIO, donations may 
be made on the EyesOn 
Design website — eye
sondesign.org — by call-
ing the DIO office at 
(313) 824-4710 or pur-

chasing commemorative 
posters.

“The annual car show 
is a Ford House Father’s 
Day favorite and we will 
miss hosting it this year,” 
Ford House Director of 
Communications and 
Engagement  C lare 
Pfeiffer said. “We are 
happy we can accommo-
date the registered 
Sunday Drive partici-
pants, even though it’s a 
lot fewer people and 
cars than we would nor-
mally be able to wel-
come. While we wish we 
could open the gates to 
everyone, we have to 
make sure we are stay-
ing safe and following 
the state guidelines.”

“With so many restric-

tions on travel and activ-
ities, this is a way for 
people to see something 
in a gorgeous venue 
with the lake in the 
background,” Lightbody 
said. “Just the beauty of 

seeing these cars driving 
along Lakeshore, even if 
they don’t get into the 
Ford House grounds, to 
see them driving along 
Lakeshore is good for 
the soul.”

ROAD:
Continued from page 1B

Axalta Coating Systems 
ABC Technologies Inc.       
Dassault Systemes
Covestro LLC        
Varroc Lighting Systems   
Toray International America, 
Ultrasuede
Fiat Chrysler Automobiles    
Magna Exteriors     
Lacks Enterprises 
General Motors
EMD Performance Materials   

Honda R&D Americas     
Nissan Design America
M1 Concourse   
Roush  
Les Stanford Chevrolet and 
Cadillac  
Car Design News
London Chop House
HOUR Detroit   
Brophy Marketing Services  
WWJ-950

Sponsors

PHOTO COURTESY OF KATHY LIGHTBODY

A 1929 Cadillac Dual Cowl Phaeton.

Dining
ENTERTAINMENT& 

(313) 882-5299 
97 KERCHEVAL, GROSSE POINTE FARMS, MI 48236

DIRTYDOGJAZZ.COM06
18

20

• DEDICATED OUTSIDE DINING area so you can enjoy your favorite
 Dirty Dog dishes alfresco.

• CURBSIDE pick-up hours have been extended to include dinner, 
 Hours are 11:30 am to 8:00 pm.

• ENJOY WATCHING all-time great performances from artists at the
 Dirty Dog on our 100 inch video monitor.

In our attempt to keep our customers safe by following the State’s Covid guidelines, our capacity will be limited to 50%.
We recommend that you call ahead so we can guarantee your reservation. For more information please visit our Facebook page.

The Dirty Dog is currently offering ordering for Curbside pick-up
Monday through Friday from 11:30 to 5pm through June 30th.

Please call 313-882-5299 to order. Monday - Friday 11:30 AM - 5:00 PM

C U R B S I D E  P I C K - U P

SANDWICHES
Steak Burger - $12.50 

Served on a brioche bun with lettuce, tomato, onion & fries
Chicken Sandwich - $13.50

Served on a brioche bun with lettuce, tomato, onion & fries
Turkey Club Sandwich - $11.50

Served with lettuce, tomato, bacon, mayonnaise & fries
Grilled Cheese - $9.50

Served on white toast served with a cup of tomato soup
Reuben Sandwich - $12.00

Served on rye toast with Swiss Cheese, grandmas sauerkraut & fries

SALADS
Add Chicken - $6.00   Add Salmon - $12.00   Add Shrimp - $9.00

Caesar Salad - $9.00
Organic Garden Salad - $9.00

 Vinaigrette or Creamy buttermilk dressing

ENTRÉES
Chicken Marsala - $20.00

Served with mushroom sauce & pasta
Kobe Meatloaf - $17.00

 Served with mashed potatoes, vegetables, and mushroom gravy
Salmon Filet - $28.00

Served with mashed potatoes, vegetables & butter sauce
Filet Mignon - $28.00

 Served with mashed potatoes, vegetables, and mushroom gravy
Penne Pasta - $11.50

 Served with red or white sauce
Add Chicken - $6.00   Add Salmon - $12.00   Add Shrimp - $9.00

EDICATED OUTSIDE DINING j ff it

The Dirty Dog Is Open!!
Looking forward to seeing you again!

Please read below for details about our reopening.

123 Kercheval • Grosse Pointe Farms123 Kercheval • Grosse Pointe Farms
313.886.8101 • www.TheHillGrossePointe.com313.886.8101 • www.TheHillGrossePointe.com
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THE HILL
SEAFOOD & CHOP HOUSE

New Hours of Operation

BURGER &
GLASS OF WINE

Thursday-Saturday $25
HAPPY HOUR

Thursday & Friday 3-5PM

We appreciate your understanding that, as a customer, your 
dining experience may look a little different  As we reopen 
for dining service we have modifi ed our operations to allow 
us to serve you.  This means that as we navigate this
dynamic situation we have adapted by limiting seating to 
improve social distancing, implemented additional 
cleaning procedures, and will continue to provide curbside 
service. We are privileged to serve you and look forward to 
seeing you soon. 

With with limited seating, reservations are encouraged. 
Thank you,  The Hill

Thursday •• Friday •• Saturdays        Dinner Service 5-10PM

061820

www.sidestreetdiner.com
630 St. Clair • In-the Village313 884-6810

OPEN EVERY DAY!
BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

Family in town?
We Cater...You Enjoy!

Contact Meghan (313)884-6810

GIFT CARDS GIFT CARDS 
MAKE MAKE 

GREAT GIFTSGREAT GIFTS

PATIO ISPATIO IS
NOW OPEN!!NOW OPEN!!

16930 Kercheval Ave • In the Village
villagegrillegp.com • 313-882-4555 

061820

WE ARE OPEN!

BUY ONE DINNER 
GET

ONE DINNER HALF OFF
GPN

Dinner of equal or lesser value. With purchase of 2 beverages. Up to $7.00 value  Dine-In Only  * Not Valid with any other Coupon
One Coupon per table  * Expires July 18, 2020

The Village Grille is following 
the state’s Covid guidelines, and seating at 50% capacity.   

Open Daily at 11 am

Thank you for your patronage during the Carry-out only time.

18666 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe Farms

Monday - Saturday 11:00 am - 9:30 pm 
Sunday 4:00 pm - 9:00 pm

OPEN FOR DINING & CARRY OUTS!
313-881-5675

Menu on

Thank you to our wonderful customers 
for your continued support!for yyour continued suppport!

PERCH IS BACK!

061820

Monddday Saturday 11:00 am 9:30 pm
Thank you to our Front Line Heroes!!
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One constant with the 
Grosse Pointe North boys 
basketball team the last 
two seasons was watch-
ing 2020 graduate 
Cameron Perrino drain 
three-point baskets.

It didn’t matter if he 
was coming off a screen 
or trailing on a fast-
break, the 18-year-old 
Perrino was the master of 
the trifecta.

When he was on a roll, 
look out because he indi-
vidually changed the 
m o m e n t u m  o f  a 
Norsemen game.

With college coming 
soon, Perrino is heading 
to Eastern Michigan 
University. He will try to 
make the Eagles’ men’s 
basketball team as a 
walk-on.

“I love basketball, and 
I’m going to try to make 
the team,” he said. “I 
have been working hard. 
If it happens, great. If 
not, that is OK, too. I’ll 
just play intramural.”

Perrino was Mr. Clutch 
for the Norsemen, scor-
ing a career-high 36 
points against Utica 
Eisenhower near the end 
of his senior season.

He fi nished his season 
by averaging 17 points 
and four rebounds per 
game. The Norsemen 
won only a few games 

under head coach Andy 
Ayrault, but it didn’t stop 
Perrino from enjoying 
his high school basket-
ball experience.

“We didn’t win as many 
games as we thought we 
could, but we were a tight 
team, and that made it 
better,” Perrino said. 
“Many of our games were 
close. We just couldn’t 
fi nish and win them.”

He grew up in the 
Po intes ,  a t tending 
Monteith Elementary 
and Brownell Middle 
schools before hitting 
high school.

When he arrived at 
North, he played on the 
freshman team for head 
coach Kareem Hakim.

“That was a good expe-
rience,” Perrino said. 
“Coach Hakim made it 
fun, and I learned a lot 
about my abilities to 
become a better basket-
ball player.”

As a sophomore, 
Perrino made the jump to 
varsity under head coach 
Ron Kochan. He learned 
the game at the varsity 
level.

He also played on the 
varsity team as a junior 

under Ayrault and started 
to make a name for him-
self. His clutch shooting 
was evident.

Perrino worked hard, 
shedding a few pounds 
and improving his shoot-
ing during the summer 
between his junior and 
senior year.

He started his senior 
season strong, and main-
tained the consistency to 
become one of the best 
players in the Macomb 
Area Conference White 
Division.

He was a scholar ath-
lete, as well as MAC 
White All-League and 
Honorable Mention All-
East.

“Watching Cam play all 
of these years, I saw him 
get better mentally and 
physically,” said Perrino’s 
father, Terry. “He left his 
high school career at the 
top of his game. He is one 
of the smartest competi-
tors on the court, know-
ing what his next move 
should be, and that of his 
opponents. He has fan-
tastic game IQ and can 
be fierce. He is also a 
great teammate and 
leader.”

“I have never seen any-
one with so much inten-
sity and passion for the 
game of basketball,” said 
Pe r r i n o ’ s  m o t h e r, 
Jennifer. “He was a born 
competitor. That is just 
who Cameron is. The 

hundreds and hundreds 
of games over the years, 
from Neighborhood 
Club, to CYO playing for 
St. Joan, to the many sea-
sons of AAU ball, he has 
never gotten tired of 
competing and trying to 
be the best he can be.”

Perrino worked hard in 
the classroom, too, fin-
ishing with a 3.7 grade 
point average.

His goal at EMU is to 
earn a teaching degree, 
and is interested in being 
a teacher and basketball 
coach.

He toured EMU in 
February and liked the 
feel of the school. 
Oakland University was 
also on his list.

His older brother, 
Christian, is a junior at 
M i c h i g a n  S t a t e 
University.

“I visited Christian, but 
MSU is too big,” Perrino 
said. “I like the smaller 
Eastern. It has what I’m 
looking for.”

He will report to his 
dorm at the end of 
August, and then college 
life begins.

By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

North’s Perrino defines hard work

Cameron Perrino is heading to Eastern Michigan 
University to earn a degree in education.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF JENNIFER PERRINO

Cameron Perrino was a scoring threat every time he 
had the ball.

The 1980 Grosse Pointe 
North boys baseball team 
steamrolled its way to the 
Class A baseball state 
title under hall-of-fame 
head coach Frank 
Sumbera.

The players, Keith 
Schatko, Matt Costello, 
Mike Seagram, Bob 
Brown, Tom Shook, John 
Vens, Don Luberto, Karl 
Kurtz, Scott Young, John 
Hackett, Bill Babcock, 
John Clem, Al Lucido, 
Dave Monark, Pete Mogk 
and Eric Schubert joined 
trainer Tom Smith and 
assistant coach Dan 
Griesbaum to for a team 
of the ages that fi nished 
29-4.

In the title game, the 
Norsemen beat Royal 
Oak Kimball 9-6 in nine 
innings and in the semifi -
nals, it was Babcock toss-
ing a no-hitter in a 2-0 
victory over Wayne 
Memorial, striking out 
15.

“The team was a good 
blend of juniors and 
seniors,” Babcock said. 
“We played with or 
against each other in 
Little League, then played 

on the same high school 
team. We loved to com-
pete.

“We were blessed to 
have some very talented 
athletes grow up in the 
same area. We had a lot 
of players go off to play 
college athletics.”

Costello won the title 
game with a ninth-inning 
grand slam, while 
Kimball could only plate 
one run in the bottom of 
the inning, which gave 
the Norsemen the title.

Sumbera had the lux-
ury of having great pitch-

ing. That alone was 
enough to win most 
games, but add in timely 
hitting and the 1980 state 
title was theirs for the 
taking.

“We had very, very 
good pitching, and that 
helped us a lot because 
we faced some good 
teams during that title 
run,” Sumbera said. “If I 
recall, Babcock threw 
three no-hitters in the 
state playoffs. He had a 
fastball in the low 90s as 
a senior. This was a team 
with dedicated players 

who loved to play base-
ball. It was a special 
team.”

Five players off that 
team earned contracts 
with Major League 
Baseball teams, while a 
couple of others went to 
shine at the college level. 
It was a team of home-
grown teenagers who 
were extraordinary base-
ball players.

Griesbaum eventually 
left North and took over 
the baseball program at 
Grosse Pointe South, 
leading it to a couple of 

state titles and several 
spots in the quarterfi nals.

On Griesbaum’s staff is 
Hackett, his pitching 
coach.

“We had a lot of fun 
that year,” Sumbera said. 
“We won our final 16 
games, and then won our 
fi rst 28 games the follow-
ing year before Bishop 
Gallagher beat us.”

In the qualifying round, 
the Norsemen beat 
Detroit Denty 15-0 behind 
a no-hitter from Shook 
and a 4-4 day at the plate 
from Seagram to move to 
the pre-district. In the 
pre-district game, they 
d e f e a t e d  B i s h o p 
Gallagher 3-2.

In the district semifi nal, 
the Norsemen beat East 
Detroit 6-0 behind a no-
hitter from Babcock, and 
in the district champion-
ship game they smacked 
St. Clair Shores Lake 
Shore 30-3.

“It wasn’t easy as the 
competition in that dis-
trict was good, but we 
scored 30 runs in the fi nal 
against Lake Shore,” 
Sumbera said. “They had 
an outstanding team the 
year before, but gradu-
ated a lot of seniors.”

S u m b e r a  r e c a l l s 

Seagram hitting two 
grand slams in one inning 
in the fi nal.

“We just kept scoring 
and scoring runs,” 
Sumbera said. “We fi nally 
ended the game after four 
or fi ve innings.”

In the regional round, 
the Norsemen beat 
Detroit Northwestern 6-0 
behind another Babcock 
no-hitter, and then Shook 
earned the win with 
Babcock getting the save 
in a 6-4 victory over 
Livonia Franklin in the 
finals as the Norsemen 
moved to the Final Four.

Sumbera also guided 
the Norsemen to the 2006 
Division 1 state title, beat-
ing U-D Jesuit 7-5. He 
also has more than 1,000 
coaching wins, putting 
him third on the state’s 
all-time list behind Pat 
O’Keefe of Grand Ledge 
and Larry Tuttle of 
Blissfi eld.

Sumbera’s fi nal season 
at the helm was 2018.

In 2019 under David 
Martin, the Norsemen 
lost an epic district semi-
final to rival Grosse 
Pointe South.

In 2020, the MHSAA 
canceled the season due 
to COVID-19.

By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

North’s ‘Dream Team’ celebrates

FILE PHOTO

Grosse Pointe North’s 1980 baseball team that won a Class A state champion-
ship.
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Grosse Pointe South 
senior Grant Hart signed 
his National Letter of 
Intent to play college 
football at Grand Valley 
State University.

T h e  1 8 - y e a r- o l d 
Grosse Pointe Farms res-
ident spent the last few 
falls starting at wide 
receiver and defensive 
back for the Blue Devils 
varsity football team.

He enters college at 
5-foot, 10 inches, and 
165 pounds.

Hart joins a highly suc-
cessful NCAA Division II 
program with Matt 
Mitchell as its head 
coach.

Since the start of the 
football program in 
1970, GVSU has an over-
all winning percentage 
of .730 (409–150–3), 
which places the pro-
gram as the highest in 
NCAA D2 and among 
the highest regardless of 
division. The Lakers all-
time home record is 219–
46–1.

The Lakers won four 
nationals titles in a fi ve-
year window from 2002-
2006.

“I picked Grand Valley 
State because it felt like 

home and I felt comfort-
able with the coaches, 
players, and area,” Hart 
said.

He picked GVSU over 
other schools which were 

recruiting him, Miami of 
Ohio, Toledo, Central 
Michigan, Morgan State, 
Alabama A&M, Saginaw 
Valley State, Grand 
Valley State, Albion, 

Nor thwood ,  T i f f in 
University, Findlay and 
Davenport.

The Lakers’ 2020 
schedule starts with 
away games Thursday, 
Sept. 3, and Saturday, 
Sept .  12 ,  aga ins t 
Edinboro and Colorado 
State University-Pueblo.

They also play another 
n o n - l e a g u e  g a m e 
Saturday, Oct. 17, against 
Assumption College.

Their Great Lakes 
Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference schedules 
consists of Northwood, 
Ferris State, Ashland, 
Davenport, Saginaw 
Valley, Wayne State, 
Northern Michigan and 
Michigan Tech.

The speedster has been 
staying in top shape with 
the college football sea-
son right around the cor-
ner. He is running and 
working on drills and ball 
skills.

“My best high school 
memory was receiving 
my first offer from 
Northwood after fi nish-
ing a football camp,” 
Hart said. “It was very 

life changing knowing 
that all my hard work is 
starting to pay off.”

He will play defensive 
back in college.

“I’m looking forward to 
going on the field next 
year and competing for a 
spot,” Hart said. “No, I’m 
not really nervous, just 
anxious to play.”

He fi nished high school 
with a 2.7 grade point 
average and wants to 
major in business.

Hart, a member of the 
South boys track and 
field team, missed his 
final season when the 
MHSAA canceled it due 
to COVID-19.

“It’s been very hard not 
being able to go out to 
places with friends and 
hang out but I usually 
play PS4 with them every 
other day,” Hart said.

However, with high 
school in the rearview 
mirror and college ahead 
of him, Hart said, “Long 
range goals I have for the 
future is graduating col-
lege with a degree in 
business and planning 
starting a business.”

By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

South’s Hart heads to GVSU

PHOTO COURTESY OF GRANT HART

Grosse Pointe South’s Grant Hart is an accomplished football player who will 
take his talent to the next level at Grand Valley State.

GROSSE POINTE SOUTH

GROSSE POINTE NORTH

Getting up before the 
crack of dawn and row-
ing several miles is the 
norm for Grosse Pointe 
North senior Emma 
Troost.

The 18-year-old has 
turned that hard work 
and dedication into a 
spot on the Dartmouth 
College women’s rowing 
team.

Dartmouth is located in 
Hanover, New Hampshire.

Troost, who lives in 
Grosse Pointe Woods, 
has stayed in shape by 
running, erging (the row-
ing machine) and jump-
ing rope.

“Rowing is both team 
oriented and indepen-
dently focused which 
allowed me to be a part 
of a team while also 
enabling me to advance 
on my own,” Troost said. 
“Not very many people 
in the world row, or 
know much about row-
ing.”

Troost was contacted 
by more than 75 coaches 
from schools with amaz-
ing academic and rowing 
programs, including 
Penn, Princeton and Cal.

After taking time to 
think about her college 
choice, she selected 
Dartmouth.

“Dartmouth felt like 
the natural next step in 
both my athletic and aca-
demic career,” Troost 
said. “I really like the 
team, from the time I fi rst 
met them I felt con-
nected. The community 
of rowers is small, which 
is all the more reason for 
rowers to be so close-
knit.

“Dartmouth has a 
unique culture and the 
campus is right on the 
Connecticut River, so the 
boat house is always 
accessible. The students 
I met seem to love it 
there, because Dartmouth 
offers experiences, like 
Sophomore Summer in 
which only sophomores 
stay on campus. That I 

didn’t find at the other 
schools that I visited.”

At the moment, Kelly 
Harris is the Dartmouth 
interim head coach. Her 
assistants are Lauren 
Ayers, Anders Corbett, 
Martha Beattie and 
Taylor Daly.

Troost has leaned on 
her coach, Mike Gentile, 
who played a huge role in 
inspiring her and every 
girl on the team to be the 
best they can be.

She excelled in the 
classroom, fi nishing with 
a 4.2 grade point aver-
age. At Dartmouth, she is 
majoring in quantitative 
social science.

“I can’t wait to meet my 
new team this fall, but 
I’m apprehensive about 
leaving my friends and 
family in Grosse Pointe,” 
she said.

Troost’s biggest sup-
port group is her parents 
Edward and Jessica 
Troost. She has an older 
sister, Catherine, and a 
y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r, 
Connor.

By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

Troost heads to Ivy League to row

PHOTO COURTESY OF TERESA BENNETT

Grosse Pointe North senior Emma Troost is heading east for college, Dartmouth.

GROSSE POINTE SOUTH

Grosse Pointe South 
senior Thomas Kloc is 
heading east to compete 
i n  c r e w  a t  t h e 
Georgetown University 
men’s team under the 
guidance of head coach 
Luke Agini.

His assistant coaches 
are Chris Lambert, Lee 
Rumpf, Dave Mottola, 
Mark Roberts and 
Samson Ramasamy. 
Tony Johnson is Coach 
Emeritus.

The Hoyas’ fall sched-
ule is the end of 
September through early 
November, while the 

spring season is end of 
March through of May.

While a student at 
South, the 17-year-old 
Kloc has excelled. He is 
the Vice President of the 
National Honors Society, 
a state fi nalist for DECA. 
His grade point average 
is 3.96.

As a member of crew, 
Kloc was selected to the 
U.S. Rowing Youth 
Regional Challenge and 
to the 2019 Head of the 
Charles.

He was first place at 
the 2019 Hoover Regatta 
for the 1x, fi rst place in 
the 2020 Motown Erg 
and first place in the 
2020 Island Sprints Erg. 
He also took third in the 
2019 Head of the Hooch 
4x event.

“Georgetown is in the 
top 10 of D1 rowing pro-

grams in the country and 
McDonough School 
Business is a top 5 busi-
ness program,” Kloc 
said. “Georgetown is the 
perfect blend of excel-
lence in academics and 
athletics.

“When I visited the 
campus during my 
recruiting visit, I really 
loved being in the 
nation’s capital. The 
coaching s taf f  a t 
Georgetown is phenom-
enal and running the 
steps of the Lincoln 
Memorial and rowing on 
the Potomac can’t be 
beat.”

While at Georgetown, 
Kloc will major in 
finance. After gradua-
tion, he plans to work for 
a few years on Wall 
Street and then attend 
Law School.

“He came to our trainer 
program, which we 
engage with high schools 
and programs in the 
inner city and train them 
on our content and cur-
riculum,” said Dr. 

Andrew Mac Intosh, the 
vice president of curricu-
lum at RISE (Ross 
Initiative in Sports for 
Equality). “We train 
them on how to facili-
tate.”

Kloc going to G-town
By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

PHOTO COURTESY OF THOMAS KLOC

Thomas Kloc is heading east to be a college student-
athlete.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS – DPW Water/Sewer Garage AEW 
PROJECT NUMBER 0160-0420. Sealed bids will be received 
by the City at the offi ce of the City Clerk, 20025 Mack Plaza, 
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI, until 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 30, 
2020. The bid opening will be conducted in the Municipal Court/
Council Chambers at the same address at which time and place the 
proposals will be publicly opened and read aloud. Work consists of 
constructing a 3,200 sq. ft. wood framed garage with metal siding 
and roof along with all applicable site work. Plans and specifi cations 
must be obtained through BidNet Direct at www.bidnetdirect.com. 
Plans will be available beginning Tuesday, June 9, 2020. A public 
viewing copy is available on the City of Grosse Pointe Woods 
website at www.gpwmi.us. Bids may be rejected unless made on 
the forms included with the bidding documents. The City reserves 
the right to reject any or all proposals, to waive any irregularities in 
the bidding, and to accept any proposals it deems to be in the best 
interest of the City.
 Lisa Kay Hathaway
 City ClerkG.P.N.: 6/18/2020
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During the last two 
years, University Liggett 
School senior Patrick 
Ilitch has taken the 
steady climb to become a 
more complete baseball 
player.

T h e  1 8 - y e a r- o l d 
Eastsider is building on 
that momentum and 
heading to Bradenton, 
Fla., where he will attend 
IMG Academy.

“I am attending IMG to 
further elevate my game, 
as my goal is to enter a 
high-level program in 
2021 and excel in a major 
way,” Ilitch said. “IMG 
has tremendous coaches, 
trainers and facilities that 
will assist in maximizing 
my game.”

Ilitch has played Little 
League since he was a 
child and eventually 
developed into a top-
notch catcher, which is 
the field general on 
defense.

“At age 11 in Little 
League, I began to take 
catching seriously and 
worked with coach (Dan) 
Cimini as my fi rst catch-
ing instructor,” he said. 
“During the last six years 
I have also trained with 
Dave Fox and Dominic 
Jamett, who is a former 
ULS and University of 
Michigan catcher. Both 
of these instructors were 
very helpful with receiv-
ing, footwork and block-
ing.

“Coach Jamett has 
been very helpful with 
many mental and subtle 
positioning aspects as 
well. Mike Fox and Joe 
Neal  (he lped)  on 
strength, fl exibility and 
speed. Coach Cimini and 
Coach (John) Clem have 
coached me on hitting.”

When he was young, 
Ilitch said he loved 
watching the top 10 plays 
on ESPN. In so many of 
those plays the players 

dove for the baseball or 
the football.

“My dad said that when 
I got on a baseball fi eld, I 
wanted to dive for every-
thing,” Ilitch said. “When 
I went behind the plate I 
really loved the non-stop 
action, being in control of 
the game and, of course, 
the ability to block and 
dive for balls all the 
time.”

Ilitch is working out six 
days a week, including 
cross-training. On the 
mental approach and in-
game strategies, he 
works with Cimini.

Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, Ilitch and his 
teammates had to sit out 
this season when the 
Michigan High School 
Athletic Association can-
celed it.

“It is very mentally 
challenging,” Ilitch said. 
“The seniors on my team 
and I are heartbroken we 
will not leave Liggett 
with a state champion-
ship. I believe we had the 
team to go the distance 
this year.”

Ilitch was a freshman 
on the ULS baseball team 
that made it to the Final 
Four in Division 1, which 
was a jump of two divi-
sions for Cimini’s pro-
gram.

They lost to Saline at 
M i c h i g a n  S t a t e 
University.

The Knights entered 
this season ranked No. 2 
in Division 3 behind 
defending champ Homer.

Last year during their 
playoff run to the 
Division 3 championship 
game, Ilitch hit .588 with 
four doubles, nine RBIs 
and a home run.

Defensively, he threw 
out fi ve runners trying to 
steal.

“Patrick has improved 
every year he’s been on a 
baseball diamond and it 
is directly related to his 
outstanding work ethic,” 
Cimini said. “He wants to 
be the best at everything 
he does. He is a great 
leader, both in the class-
room and on the baseball 
diamond.

“I am so proud of him 

and feel he would’ve had 
an outstanding year and 
been a First Team All-
State player this spring. 
Patrick has set high 
expectations and stan-
dards for this next crop 
of baseball players to fol-
low and emulate.”

“So needless to say, my 
teammates and I were 
really hungry to win it all 
this year and we had the 
team to do it,” Ilitch said.

He balanced the rigor-
ous academic standards 
at ULS and excelled at 
time management.

“It is a lot of work and 
time management is very 
important,” Ilitch said. 
“Liggett  academics 
demand excellence and 
the Liggett baseball pro-
gram is all about excel-
lence. Creating monthly 
goals and plans are criti-
cal.

“Liggett is a special 
place,” he continued. 
“The teachers are very 
talented and go the extra 
mile to make sure that 
students gain knowledge. 
Further, the teachers here 

are available anytime: 
before school, after 
school and at night from 
home via email. This is a 
tremendous advantage 
as very often working 
late at night after road 
games, you can get some 
clarifi cation on an assign-
ment or whatever is 
needed.

“Also, Liggett utilizes 
student advisors and my 
advisor, Ms. (Jamie) 
Fugitt, has been terrifi c. 
Moreover, Coach Cimini 
demands 100 percent 
effort in the class room 
as well, so having this 
culture emanate from the 
baseball program helps 
keep everybody on 
point.”

Ilitch is interested in 
studying business and 
economics during his 
college career. He has a 
great mentor in his 
grandfather, Mike Ilitch, 
as well as his parents, 
Patricia and Atanas 
Ilitch.

“My grandfather, Mike 
(Ilitch), had a mindset 
and charisma that was 
something I will always 
admire,” Ilitch said. “His 
ambition and sense of 
kindness has definitely 
left a mark on me. I miss 
him greatly.”

From a defensive 
standpoint, Ilitch watches 

the expertise of Major 
League Baseball player 
James McCann, who was 
with the Detroit Tigers 
but is now with the White 
Sox.

“His blocking ability 
and strong arm I studied 
often when he was in 
Detroit,” he said. “For hit-
ting, I have always stud-
ied former Detroit Tiger, 
J.D. Martinez.”

His father was his fi rst 
Little League coach and 
when he began his travel 
baseball days.

As to the mental aspect 
of being a student-ath-
lete, his mother is the 
go-to person.

“My father was my 
early coach at Little 
League and then helped 
coach in travel ball. He 
has been very support-
ive,” Ilitch said. “My 
mother has really helped 
me with the mental side 
of being an athlete and 
student. She has a strong 
spirituality, which has 
given me an inner 
strength and ability to 
stay calm under pres-
sure. I am lucky, as they 
are both very upbeat, 
positive people.”

Ilitch continues to be in 
contact with various 
schools and is interested 
in attending a high-level 
institution.

By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

Ilitch heading to IMG Academy

PHOTOS COURTESY OF PATRICK ILITCH

Patrick Ilitch, at the Catholic League playoff game at Comerica Park last spring, 
is improving his defensive skills.

Patrick Ilitch

GROSSE POINTE NORTH

Grosse Pointe North 
senior Zoe Madden has 
spent the past three 
years fine tuning her 
skills as a track and fi eld 
standout.

T h e  1 7 - y e a r- o l d 
Grosse Pointe Farms res-
ident has been working 
on core and endurance 
during the stay-at-home 
order that canceled her 
fi nal year of high school 
track and fi eld.

Through the rigors of a 
busy academic schedule, 
Madden still found the 
strength to earn a spot in 
the Division 1 track and 
fi eld state championship 
meet in 2018 and 2019.

In the 2018 state meet, 
she competed on the 
long jump and was a 
member of 400-meter 
relay.

In the 2019 state meet, 
she was in the high jump 
and long jump.

Her vast skill set and 
dedication to rising to 
the top put her on the 
recruiting trail.

Several schools were 
interested in Madden, 
including University of 
Detroit Mercy, Eastern 
Michigan,  Bowl ing 
G r e e n ,  R o c h e s t e r, 
Concordia in Ann Arbor, 

B r o w n ,  M a r i a n 
University Indianapolis, 
Albion College, Williams 
College and Valparaiso.

Madden, who carries a 
3.17 grade point aver-
age, chose to stay close 
to home and accepted a 
scholarship to attend 
UDM to run on its track 
and fi eld team for head 
coach Guy Murray.

“I picked U of D Mercy 
because of their excel-
lent reputation and their 
dentistry program,” 
Madden said. “I am also 
very excited about being 
a part of their track and 
field team as a multi-
eventer.”

W h i l e  a t  U D M , 

Madden will major in 
dentistry.

“I’m looking forward 
to coming closer to my 
dream of being an ortho-
dontist,” she said. “The 
thought of starting over 
and meeting new people, 
I hope that I can have 
good friends like I had at 
Grosse Pointe North.”

The UDM women’s 
track and fi eld team has 
25 members. The assis-
tant coaches are Anne 
Takacs-Grieb, Rondell 
Ruff, Michael Christina 
and Tom Voorheis.

The Titans compete in 
the Horizon League, 
which includes rival 
Oakland University.

Staying close to home 
allows father, Rodney 
Madden, mother, Yvonne 
Madden, and brother, 
Treiveyon Williams, to 
watch her compete.

The college track and 
fi eld schedule has events 
in early Decemeber, and 
then takes the holiday 
break off.

The student-athletes 
are back on the track in 
January and run through 
early May.

Her travels will take 
Madden through the 
Great Lakes region.

Some big meets are 
held at Notre Dame, as 
well as the University of 
Michigan.

By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

Madden heads to U-D Mercy

PHOTO COURTESY OF TERESA BENNETT

Grosse Pointe North student-athlete Zoe Madden 
signs with University of Detroit Mercy. She is pic-
tured here with her parents, Yvonne and Rodney 
Madden.

NOTICE OF ADOPTION AND
SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE NO. 218

  On June 8, 2020, the City Council of the City of Grosse 
Pointe Park (the “City Council”) enacted Ordinance No. 218 
(the “Ordinance”), to become effective June 30, 2020, which 
Ordinance provides for amendment to Sections 2-271-276, 
Chapter 2, Article VII, of the Code of the City of Grosse 
Pointe Park, regarding the City’s Planning Commission.
  This Summary of the Ordinance is published pursuant to 
Michigan Complied Laws Section 117.3(K).  True copies of 
the full text of the Ordinance and any law, regulations, code, 
or other material adopted in reference in such Ordinance are 

City Clerk, City of Grosse Pointe Park, 15115 East Jefferson  
Avenue, Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 48230. 

 Jane M. Blahut
 City Clerk
GPN: 6/18/20

Notice of Public Hearings
On Proposed

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on Tuesday, June 23, 2020 at 6:45p.m. via Webex Call in # 
1-408-418-9388 Access Code: 126 949 1994, Password: 72968547, the Board of Education 
of the School District of the City of Harper Woods will hold a public hearing to consider 
the district’s proposed property tax millage rates and the proposed 2020/2021 Budget, 
respectively.

The Board of Education may not adopt its proposed 2020/2021 budget until after the public 
hearing.  Copies of the proposed property tax millage rate and the proposed 2020/2021 budget 
are available for public inspection during normal business hours at 19851 Anita St., Harper 
Woods, Michigan.

The property tax millage rate proposed to be levied to support the 
proposed budget will be a subject of this hearing.
This notice is given by order of the Board of Education.

   On behalf of 
The Harper Woods Board of Education

Published: June 18, 2020
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209 HELP WANTED
PROFESSIONAL

061820

PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICER
  The CITY OF GROSSE POINTE WOODS 
is establishing an eligibility list for a full-

$51,328. Responsibilities include performing the 

First Responder.  Interested individuals must be 
in excellent health, highly motivated, having 
a minimum of two years of college (60 credit 

or previous experience in a municipal setting 
are preferred.  All candidates will be required to 
submit to physical and psychological evaluations 
and a background investigation.
  Applications will be accepted until July 8, 2020, 
and should be sent to:

Human Resources Department
City of Grosse Pointe Woods

20025 Mack Plaza Drive
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236

For an employment application, visit www.
gpwmi.us. No phone calls please.  The City of 

compliance employer.

406 ESTATE SALES

313 779 0193
www.marciawilkestatesales.com

152 CLOVERLY
GROSSE POINTE FARMS
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
JUNE 19TH AND 20TH
9:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.

061820

Street Numbers honored at 8:30 a.m. Friday.
Check out marciawilkestatesales.com to see 

some featured items! We accept cash, checks, 
VISA, MasterCard, AMEX and Discover.

  This is a great sale in the heart of the Farms! 
We have nice, high quality decorator items 
including custom cabinets, a great king bed 
and bedding, a hand painted antique bed-
room set with pair of twin beds, French style 
kitchen table and four chairs, great walnut 
chest, beautiful carpets, artwork, lots of 
great lamps, sofas, so many beautiful things!

Next week we have a great three day sale 
on Berkshire in the Park! Starting Thursday!

406 ESTATE SALES

STREET NUMBERS HONORED FRIDAY ONLY AT 8:30 A.M.
Our numbers given between 8:30 - 9:00 a.m.

061820

313-881-1800

32 HENDRIE LANE
Grosse Pointe Farms

(S. of Moross, E. of Grosse Pointe Blvd.)
(Parking will be on Grosse Pointe Blvd. only)

BEAUTIFUL ESTATE SALE 
FRIDAY JUNE 19TH & SATURDAY JUNE 20TH

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.

This home in the heart of the Farms  

photos and details.

stefeksauctions.com

100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

DIRECTV - Switch
and Save!

$39.99/month. Se-
lect All-Included

Package. 155 Chan-
nels. 1000s of

Shows/Movies On
Demand. FREE

Genie HD DVR Up-
grade. Premium
movie channels,
FREE for 3 mos!

Call 1-855-293-4417

125 FINANCIAL

WESLEY
Financial Group,
LLC Timeshare

Cancellation
 Experts. Over

$50,000,000 in time-
share debt and fees
cancelled in 2019.

Get free information-
al package and

learn how to get rid
of your timeshare!
Free consultations.

Over 450
positive reviews.

Call 866-353-4896

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

CDL-A Drivers
Wanted, 3 months
minimum experi-

ence, excellent pay,
benefits, sign on bo-

nus, 401K, dedic-
ated routes Romeo

and Wayne
dispatch.
Call Kirt

586-752-4529
EXT 1032

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

204 HELP WANTED DOMESTIC

210 HELP WANTED
RESTAURANT

302 CAREGIVER

305 HOUSE CLEANING

400 ANTIQUES /
COLLECTIBLES

406 ESTATE SALES

406 ESTATE SALES

406 ESTATE SALES 412 MISCELLANEOUS
ARTICLES

651 BOATS AND MOTORS

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

DON’T FORGET-
Call your ads in EARLY!

Classifi ed
Advertising

(313)882-6900 x1

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

UNIVERSITY L IGGETT

The years of hard work 
paid off for University 
Liggett School senior Eve 
Bournias.

T h e  s o o n - t o - b e 
18-year- old Grosse 
Pointe Shores resident 
signed a letter of intent to 
play college softball at 
Wellesely College in the 
Greater Boston area.

“Softball has been with 
me all my life,” Bournias 
said. “Softball was 
always a constant in my 
life and I have been play-
ing ever since I was 7 
years old, so I fi gured I 
may as well continue it in 
college.

“Also, softball is differ-
ent than any other sport I 
have played. It’s a team 
sport, but it’s also heavily 
individual. Each player 
gets their own spotlight; 
whether you do well or 
make a mess, it’s entirely 
up to you. Yet even 
though softball is individ-
ual, each player has to 
show up to each game in 
order for the team to be 
successful.”

Bournias fell into other 
sports because of her 
athleticism. She played 
three sports at ULS -- 
fi eld hockey, ice hockey 
and softball.

Bournias stays in shape 
by taking daily two-mile 
runs with her younger 
sister, Constantina. She 
also does pavement lad-
ders to work on speed 
and agility.

“With that said, I have 

been mainly focusing on 
lifting and getting a 
strong core,” Bournias 
said. “It doesn’t really 
matter if I have dumb-
bells or no weights. I still 
make time daily to work 
out, doing upper with 
core one day and lower 
with core every other 
day.”

When it came time for 
co l lege  recrui t ing , 
schools looking at her 
inc luded  Aqu inas , 
University of the South in 
Tennessee, Cleveland 
State and Wellesley for 
softball, as well as 
Michigan State and 
Cleary University for ice 
hockey.

Bournias enjoyed some 
great high school memo-
ries, such as the Knights’ 
girls hockey team win-
n ing  back- to -back 
Division II state titles.

That first year it was 
the performance of Kara 
Francis, who scored six 
goals to lead a comeback; 
the second year, Bournias 
posted a shutout as the 
starting goalie.

“The comeback was a 
surreal feeling; it still 
gives me chills,” she said. 
“But for this year, it 
would definitely have 
been our Traverse City 
trip, between messing 
around in the hotel to 
pre-game dancing in the 
locker room. We were 
very competitive, but we 
knew how to have a good 
time.”

Bournias took the time 
to improving as an ice 
hockey goalie.

“Being a goalie is not 
easy in any way; having 
shots fl y at you from all 
over the place and some 
you can’t even see,” she 
said. “You hear what 
spectators say in the 
stands. The ‘oh, the 
goalie could have stopped 
that’ or the ‘if only the 
goalie,’ but being a 
goalie, you can’t focus on 
that; all you can focus on 
is the puck.

“Stepping in freshman 
year, I had zero expecta-
t ions  for  myse l f . 
Everything was new, but 
as I progressed and got 
better, I soon created a 
name for myself and my 
team started counting on 
me more and more to 
come through. Each 
game I had one thing in 
mind, stop the puck. If I 
stop the puck, the goals 
won’t go in. Who cares 
what others think/say.”

Bournias has posted 
solid numbers in net for 
the Knights. She helped 
the team win 80 percent 
of their games this winter 
under first-year head 
coach Greg Paddison.

She puts herself under 
a ton of pressure, but 
shines. She tells herself 
to stay calm, cool, col-
lected and confident – 
four C’s that get her 
through the tough times.

She is a good student, 
using time management 
to its fullest. She would 
get her school work done 
and then head to Brighton 
for softball workouts.

“I was forced to stay on 
top of my work,” she 

said. “I am very outgoing, 
so I would reach out to all 
my teachers if I need help 
with a topic or needed an 
extension. Coming in 
early or meeting in my 
free period was impor-
tant. I managed to go to 
bed every night around 
10 so I must have been 
doing something right.”

She is planning on 
majoring in economics 
and business. From there 
she is looking to pursue 
either marketing/sales or 
more schooling for engi-
neering.

Bournias’s biggest sup-
porters are her father, 
Nick, mother, Andra, as 
well as her sister and 
grandparents.

“I have to come out of 
the gates charging and 
build a new name for 
myself,” Bournias said. “I 
will be fi ne. I just hope 
people don’t miss me too 
much.”

New coaches
University Liggett 

School has hired four 
varsity head coaches for 
football, cross country, 
track and fi eld and fi eld 
hockey who together 
bring more than 30 years 
of coaching experience 
to the Knights. 

Athletic Director Alan 
Parish said he is enthused 
by the level of experience 
each of the coaches will 
bring to the ULS athletics 
program. 

Tarif Kumasi will take 
over as the varsity foot-
ball coach. Kumasi has 
been coaching high 

school football 20 years, 
including a long run as 
head coach at Cesar 
Chavez Academy in 
Detroit. Kumasi is a 
Grosse Pointe Park resi-
dent. 

Melvin Moss is the new 
head coach for track and 
fi eld. He also will serve 
as the football defensive 
coordinator.

Moss, a certified 
strength and condition-
ing coach, began work-
ing with the track and 
fi eld athletes in Liggett’s 
Boll Campus Center 
weight room in February, 
before the season was cut 
short.

He is the president of a 
Detroit nonprofi t and has 
more than a decade of 
experience in NFL player 

development. 
Joe Smith will be the 

head coach for cross 
country and also serves 
as the Knights’ distance 
running coach in track 
and field. Smith previ-
ously was the cross-
country head coach and 
assistant track coach at 
Lamphere High School 
for three years.

He is a Grosse Pointe 
Park resident and has 
been guiding Liggett’s 
d i s t a n c e  r u n n e r s 
remotely with their train-
ing during the pandemic.

Amanda Amine, who 
has been assisting with 
the fi eld hockey program 
the past two years, has 
taken over the helm as 
head coach for the var-
sity team.

By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

Bournias prepping for college

PHOTO COURTESY OF EVE BOURNIAS

Eve Bournias is taking her talents to the Boston area 
to play softball in college.
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REAL ESTATE

Solution for
last week’s

puzzle 6/11/20

Solution Time: 21 minutes© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

061820

800 REAL ESTATE

700 APTS/FLATS/DUPLEX
POINTES/HARPER WOODS

704 HOUSES-RENT

716 OFFICE / COMMERCIAL 
FOR RENT

280 sq ft
Commercial office

space on
Kercheval in the
Park. Furnished
with high speed

internet, skylights,
utilities, public and
private entrances.

Perfect for
relocating from
expensive park-
ing downtown or

for someone
moving out of their

home office.
$850/mo.

Mark
586-489-0818

716 OFFICE / COMMERCIAL 
FOR RENT

918 CEMENT WORK

911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK 914 CARPENTRY 927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

929 DRYWALL / PLASTERING

934 FENCES

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

945 HANDYMAN

A

(313)237-7607
(586)215-4388
(810)908-4888

945 HANDYMAN

946 HAULING / MOVING

948 INSULATION

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

957 PLUMBING
& INSTALLATION

960 ROOFING SERVICES

981 WINDOW WASHING

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

Classifi ed Advertising
313-882-6900 ext 1(313)882-6900 ext. 1

Classifi eds
Work For You

To place an ad call:
(313)882-6900 x1

Puzzle solution for the 
week of 5/28/20

6/18/20
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6C |    80TH ANNIVERSARY HISTORIC FRONT PAGE – 1980’S

Check back here on July 23 for a Frontpage Memory of the 1990’s

Tel: 313-886-3400

83 Kercheval Avenue     
Grosse Pointe Farms, 48236

Web: higbiemaxon.com

Celebrating Historic Grosse Pointe

YEARS
EST. 1929

OVER

For 91 years, Higbie Maxon Agney has been helping families find the 
perfect home for their lifestyle. As Grosse Pointe’s premier real estate 
company HMA presents an experienced, informative, and personalized 
approach to buying or selling a home.

Since 1929, HMA’s top-performing agents have been involved in the sale 
of some of the most stunning residences in the area and continue to be so, 
maintaining the growth of the housing market in southeastern Michigan.

HMA’s knowledgeable team is committed to providing an unparalleled level 
of assistance to its clientele as your trusted real estate partner. So whether 
you dream of a cottage or a castle, let us help you discover the home, and 
the community, that is right for you.

80
Celebrating

years

grossepointenews.com
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