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CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — In honor of 
Dale N. Scrace’s 28 
years as councilman and 
mayor, and in recogni-
tion of his work to reno-
vate and rehabilitate the 
Neff Park Marina in 
2004, the City will unveil 
a sign at the marina en-
trance offi cially indicat-
ing its new name: The 
Dale N. Scrace Marina.

The ceremony takes 
place at 4:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Aug. 22, fol-
lowed with a celebration 
hosted by the Grosse 
Pointe Boat Club near 
i ts  c lubhouse and 
including a food truck, 
ice cream, beverages 
and snacks.

“It’s a time for the 
community to just rec-
ognize all the good work 
that former Mayor 
Scrace did on behalf of 
the community while he 
was a longtime public 
offi cial,” City Manager 
Pete Dame said.

City council approved 
the resolution naming 
the marina after Scrace 
in October.

“There is no doubt 
that we needed to mark 
in a special way the 28 
years of service Dale 

Scrace provided to the 
City of Grosse Pointe,” 
M a y o r  S h e i l a 
Tomkowiak said via 
email. “Several ideas on 
how to honor him were 
discussed. Naming our 
marina for him was a 
natural. He was mayor 
when the marina was 
renovated, he is an avid 
sailor and an active 
member and past com-
modore of the Grosse 
Pointe Boat Club, which 
operates out of Neff 
Park.”

Throughout his time 
of service, Scrace helped 
the City achieve many 
milestones, including 
the reconstruction of the 
Neff Park pool and bath-
house, closing down the 
incinerator and switch-
ing to the landfi ll agree-
ment  through h is 
posit ion as Grosse 
Pointe Solid Waste 
Authority chairman and 
turning the former 
Jacobson’s back into a 
mixed-use building for 
co-use. 

As mayor, Scrace also 
formed and was a mem-
ber of the facilities com-
mittee, which led to the 
construction of the new 
public safety and public 
works buildings that 

Naming ceremony 
set for city marina
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE SHORES —
Less than two months since 
33-year Director of Public 
Works Brett Smith announced 
his resignation, the Shores’ 
longtime Finance Officer/
Treasurer Rhonda Ricketts is 
following suit.

The city still has not replaced 

its last city manager, Mark 
Wollenweber, who retired in 
early October.  Building 
Department Administrator Tom 
Krolczyk has been in place as 
interim city manager since 
November, with other city 
heads, including Ricketts and 
even the public safety director, 
expected to help fulfi ll the role 
on top of their own duties.

While the staff shortages and 

continuous delays by city coun-
cil to bring in new hires played 
a part in her decision, Ricketts 
said, the highly protested 
changes to retiree healthcare 
were the fi nal straw.

“This last year we’ve been 
very short staffed and I’ve been 
tired of just working, working, 
working,” she said. “I’m salary. 

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Shores finance officer/treasurer next in string of resignations

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — After fi rst an-
nouncing its large-scale 
improvement plans in 
January, The War 
Memorial unanimously 
received fi nal site plan 
approval from city coun-
cil during the virtual 
meeting Monday, Aug. 
10.

The project designs, 
created in partnership 

with the Alger family and 
currently led by architec-
ture firm ROSSETTI, 
include a terrace off the 
side of the ballroom, 
overlooking the Alger 
House and water; recre-
ated El len Biddle 
Sh ipman  gardens ; 
improved accessibility 
throughout the campus, 
such as additional park-
ing spaces, walkways up 
the historic drive and 
sidewalks to the gardens 
and along lakefront 

grounds; a new memo-
rial and pre-function 
space for personal refl ec-
tion; and a new addition.

The new addition to 
the facility in front of the 
ballroom on the street 
side will be comprised of 
an art gallery, commu-
nity room, reflection 
room, glass-walled col-
onnade providing views 
of the restored gardens, 
improved entryway for 
guests arriving via car, 
space for back-of-house 

work and restrooms.
“Our goal from the 

beginning of the project, 
which began late last 
year, has been to increase 
the quality of the patron 
experience and commu-
nity experience; to 
address deferred mainte-
nance issues and long-
term design defi ciencies 
in our facility; (and) to 
maintain and preserve 
the historic structure by 

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

War Memorial receives final plan approval

ANN ARBOR — Bob 
Bashara is dead. He was 
62.

The former Grosse 
Pointe Park resident 
was serving two life 
sentences related to the 
death in 2012 of his 
wife, Jane Bashara, 
when his death was con-
firmed  on Tuesday, 

Aug. 18. The cause of 
death had not been 
released at press time. 
He had been reported to 
be in ill health and was 
serving his sentence at a 
prison in Whitmore 
Lake. 

Jane Bashara, a mar-
keting executive and 
well-known community 
volunteer, was reported 
missing by her husband 
on Jan. 24, 2012. Her 

body was found the next 
morning in the backseat 
of her SUV in an alley 
near Seven Mile and 
Hoover in Detroit. She 
had been strangled. 

In December 2014, a 
jury found Bashara 
guilty on five counts, 
including murder in the 
fi rst degree, conspiracy 
to commit murder, solic-
itation to murder, wit-
ness intimidation and 

obstruction of justice. 
Former Wayne County 
Circuit Judge Vonda 
Evans, who presided 
over the three-month 
trial,  sentenced Bashara 
to two terms of manda-
tory life in prison with-
out parole for the 
murder charges and up 
to 40 more years on the 
other charges. 

Bob Bashara dies in hospital
By Kathy Ryan
Special Writer

PHOTO BY LAUREL KRAUS

Dale Scrace, center, was honored by city council 
with the resolution renaming the marina in October.

RENDERING COURTESY OF THE WAR MEMORIAL

Walkways up the historic drive and an addition in front of the ballroom on the street side are incorporated 
into the design plans. 

Rhonda RickettsSee RESIGN, page 2A

See APPROVAL, page 3ASee SCRACE, page 5A

See BASHARA, page 3A
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Home: Grosse Pointe Park 
Retired professor devotes his life 
to volunteering, charity
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See story, page 4A

Ken Van Dellen

COVID-19 CASES UPDATE - 8/18

Cases Deaths
All Pointes

Harper Woods
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35 (+0)
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Dickie, McCamey & 
Chilcote, P.C. has added 
three new attorneys to 
the fi rm’s Grosse Pointe 
Farms offi ce. 

The fi rm recently wel-
comed Gregory  I . 
Thomas and Michelle A. 
Thomas as principals, 
and Kevin G. Thomas as 
an associate. 

“We are excited to 
have Greg, Michelle and 
Kevin join the Michigan 
o f f i c e  o f  D i c k i e 
M c C a m e y, ”  s a i d 
Timothy S. Groustra, 
shareholder and man-
aging attorney of the 
Grosse Pointe office. 
“With their unqualifi ed 
expertise, and with the 
diversifi cation of prac-
tice areas the Thomases 
bring, Dickie McCamey 

Detroit is now better 
positioned than ever to 
solve our client’s prob-
lems.”

Groustra as well as 
all  three Thomases 
reside in Grosse Pointe 
and are members of 
various associations, 
allowing them to con-

nect with the commu-
nity. Groustra is an avid 
sailor who participates 
i n  m u l t i p l e  r a c e s 
throughout the sum-
mer. In the recent 2020 
Bayv iew Mack inac 
Race, his team came 
placed second overall 
on Evolution. He also is 

a member of the Grosse 
Pointe Yacht Club and 
Gross Pointe Chamber 
of Commerce.

G r e g  a n d  Ke v i n 
Thomas also are avid 
sailors, participating in 

20 races together thus 
far, including the 2020 
Bayv iew Mack inac 
Race. This race in par-
t i c u l a r  w a s  G r e g 
Thomas’s 50th race 
overall. Greg and Kevin 
Thomas are both mem-
bers of Bayview Yacht 
Club. 

Greg Thomas concen-
trates his practice in 
the areas of architect 
and engineer malprac-
tice, errors and omis-
s i o n s ,  i n s u r a n c e 
defense and legal mal-
practice, with a particu-
l a r  e m p h a s i s  i n 
construction law. 

Michelle Thomas is 
an appellate specialist 

concentrating her prac-
tice in the areas of civil 
r ights,  professional 
malpractice and other 
areas of tort defense. 

Kevin Thomas’ prac-
tice is concentrated in 
insurance litigation, 
including architect and 
engineer malpractice, 
errors and omissions, 
admiralty and maritime 
law and premises liabil-
ity, with a particular 
emphasis in automobile 
accident litigation. 

Dickie McCamey, a 
national, full-service 
law firm, currently 
employs 194 attorneys 
in 20 locations through-
out 11 states.
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I’m here until my job gets 
done and they’ve made it 
very hard and then when 
they made that decision, 
I made my decision.

“If our council would 
have acted differently, 
not only on the retiree 
healthcare, but getting 
us staff, I’d probably still 

be here for a couple more 
years.”

Ricketts has been the 
Shores’ finance officer 
more than 33 years and 
was appointed treasurer 
when it became a city 
April 1, 2009. She was 
integral in the city 
achieving its AAA bond 
rating in December 2015; 
together with Smith 
saved the city millions of 
dollars; remained com-

mitted to making the 
city’s fi nances as trans-
parent and available to 
the public as possible; 
and even went outside 
her job description to run 
projects such as the 
annual classic car show 
each September.

The Shores also has 
been honored with the 
Government Finance 
Officers Association of 
the United States and 
Canada Distinguished 
Budget Presentation 
Award for the past two 
years due to Rickett’s 
efforts. 

“She’s like our founda-
tion,” Krolczyk said, add-
ing the city is lost without 
her. “She’s been here 
over 33 years. She’s been 
the rock for this place for 
that long and she will not 
be replaced, honestly. 
We’re never going to fi nd 
another employee like 
this.”

In fact, when Ricketts 
fi rst began at the Shores, 
it took her a matter of 
weeks to discover that 
the person who held her 
position prior had been 
embezzling from the city. 

Her last day will be 
Oct. 21, after which she 
plans to take time to 
regroup and then likely 
will eventually seek 
employment elsewhere.

“One thing that most 
past and present Grosse 
Pointe Shores employ-
ees would agree on is we 
are a family,” Ricketts 
said. “Not always the 
perfect family, defi nitely 
not the Brady Bunch, 
but I will leave this fam-
ily with some lifelong 
friends.

“(I’ll have to) try not to 
get in the car and head 
toward Grosse Pointe 
Shores,” she added. “It’s 
a long time that I’ve been 
doing that, so I’ve got to 
break that habit. … I’ve 
basically lived half of my 
life here.”

RESIGN:
Continued from page 1A

Dickie McCamey expands attorney presence in G.P.

Greg Thomas Michelle Thomas Kevin Thomas

T H E  G R O S S E 
POINTES — Even as 
COVID-19 infection 
rates in the Grosse 
Pointes have been on a 
steep rise with more 
than 100 new confi rmed 
cases since Aug. 1, only 
one death related to the 
virus has been reported 
since June 8. 

Dr. Joel Fishbain, 
medical director of 
Infection Prevention 
and Epidemiology at 
Beaumont Hospital , 
Grosse Pointe,  has 
found the death rate to 
be lower with roughly 
one to five in-house 
COVID-19 patients at 
the hospital any given 
day recently.

“Certainly the ones 
that we’re seeing are 
much, much less sick,” 
he said.

While the reasoning 
behind this  is  not 
known for certain, pos-
sibilities according to 
Fishbain include a 
potential mutation of 
the virus itself or the 
idea that those getting 
infected are at lower 
risk because the higher-
risk population is still 
d o i n g  e v e r y t h i n g 
they’re supposed to do 
to prevent infection.

His final theory is 
that those who are now 
being infected could be 
genetically predestined 
to not get as sick.

“Recently, I looked at 
an article from an epi-
demiologist who sug-

gested, kind of what we 
thought from the begin-
ning, was that you have 
what’s called the core 
group of infected indi-
viduals,” he explained. 
“There is a natural core 
of people highly sus-
ceptible to infection 
and highly susceptible 
to complications and 
we’ve burned through 
that core. Everybody 
else who is susceptible 
and d id  not  have 
asymptomatic infection 
might be picking up 
some cases, but they 
were predestined not to 
be super sick for what-
ever reason.”

Contrary to popular 
belief, the lower death 
rate is not due to 
younger people con-
tracting the virus as 

opposed to the older 
p o p u l a t i o n  — 
B e a u m o n t ,  G r o s s e 
Pointe hasn’t seen a 
C OV I D - 1 9  p a t i e n t 
below the age of 30 
recently — nor is it 
related to the fact that 
hospitals are no longer 
stretched so thin by 
being filled to capacity, 
according to Fishbain.

“Even though we 
were filled to the brim 
in patients, the treat-
ments are the same,”
he said. “… The fact 
that we have more peo-
ple to take care of these 
patients, does that have 
an impact? I would say 
absolutely not,  be-
cause the care hasn’t 
changed.”

Looking toward the 
continued prevention 

of spread, healthcare 
officials’ recommenda-
tions have not changed 
either. 

“Universal masking 
absolutely works and 
people need to do it and 
they need to wear the 
right masks the right 
way,” Fishbain said.

The masks with one-
way valves will not 
work, since the purpose 
of wearing a mask is to 
prevent the wearer 
from spreading the 
virus rather than to 
protect against getting 
it. 

“Many, many of us 
believe that if we can 
cont inue  universa l 
masking, hand hygiene 
and social distancing 
until March of next 
year, we hopefully could 

see an actual excep-
tional reduction in the 
spread of the other win-
ter respiratory viruses 
that do continue to 
cause significant mor-
bidity and mortality,” 
Fishbain said. “I believe 
the influenza rates will 
drop like a rock. I think 
that all of the other win-
ter viruses that cause 
asthmatics and chronic 
lung patients to come 
into the hospital sick 
w i l l  s i g n i f i c a n t l y 
decrease.

“ We could see a 
potential side benefit to 
what we’re doing now,” 
he continued, “so if peo-
ple need any kind of a 
motivation to continue 
th is  through next 
March, that would be 
one of them.”

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Death rate lowers as cases rise in the Pointes
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DETROIT — Emergency 

rooms across southeast 

Michigan are seeing 

somewhere between a 40 

to 60 percent decrease in 

overall visits, according 

to Dr. Robert Takla, chief 

of emergency medicine 

sion St. John 

Hospital.

“It’s unprecedented,” 

he said. “I’ve been at St. 

John Moross in some 

capacity since 1996, and 

this is by far the most 

unique and challenging 

time I’ve ever witnessed 

in my entire career in 

emergency medicine.

“Whether it’s us or 

Beaumont or Henry Ford 

or the DMC, we’re all 

seeing these declines 

and when I talk to my 

colleagues in those 

respective health sys-

tems, we’re seeing the 

same thing … and we’re 

all concerned,” he added.

While oftentimes, 

many of the cases that 

have historically gone 

into emergency centers 

were not necessarily 

emergencies, he said, the 

concerns that would 

cause a person to go to 

the ER have been over-

shadowed by a fear of 

going to an environment 

where they could be at 

greater risk of coming 

into contact with COVID-

19.
“Maybe the perception 

in the mind of the patient 

is, ‘Maybe my abdominal 

pain or my chest pain is 

not that bad. I’m just 

going to ride it out. I’m 

going to see, because I 

don’t want to go to the 

emergency room,’” Takla 

explained.

However, emergency 

rooms actively are taking 

measures to ensure non-

COVID patients are not 

put at risk, including 

waiting room distancing, 

staff screening, ongoing 

use of personal protec-

tive equipment, exten-

sive safety and sanitation 

protocols and separate 

intake and care areas.

“Part of our job is to 

By Laurel Kraus

Staff Writer

ERs see sharp decline in patients

See ER, page 2A

Board rejects 

resolution to delay
i n
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“Maybe the perception

Grosse Pointe South High School’s 
counseling center recently took to 
social media to promote physical dis-
tancing, as opposed to social distanc-
ing.

“In listening to the news, day in and 
day out, the thought of socially distanc-
ing ourselves is a scary one not only for 
our mental health, but for our overall 
well-being,” wrote Melissa Petz, who 
works in the counseling center. “I 
believe what we really need to do to be 

most effective to not spread COVID-19 
is to physically distance ourselves. 
While I’m no expert in the world of 
mental health, I do very much admire 
my colleagues in the Grosse Pointe 
South High School counseling center. 
Together we wanted to generate some 
social buzz in a visually fun and trendy 
way in an effort to change the language 
from ‘social distancing’ to ‘physical 

Offering guidance
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Pictured left to right, top to bottom, are Beth Walsh-Sahutske, Lisa Khoury, 

Melissa Petz, Nick Bernbeck, Aja Perales, Kelsey Khoury, Kahli Williams, Doug 

Roby, Liz Naporano, Tuka the therapy dog, Eric Burson, Troy Glasser, Joseph 

Spryszak and Beth Walsh-Sahutske.

See GUIDANCE, page 3A
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2A  |  NEWS

The housing data for 
March and the first 
quarter of 2020 recently 
were released by the 
Grosse Pointe Board of 
Realtors. Compared to 
2019, all indicators are 
demonstrating some 
distress because of the 
COVID-19 quarantine. 

G o v .  G r e t c h e n 
Whitmer ’s executive 
order is allowing sup-
port services for selling 

h i l i

some homes are being 
listed and sold. Sellers, 
buyers and their agents 
are finding ways to 
remain compliant while 
still fulfi lling the need to 
buy or sell a home. The 
numbers are signifi-
cantly lower than would 
be expected through 
this time in April. This 
is expected to continue 
through the end of the 
month. 

The state government 
is creating a task force 
comprised primarily of 
industrial- and health-

l d i di id l

While we are waiting, 
here are some proactive 
steps you can take if you 
need to buy or sell a 
h

ferred mortgage lender 
to determine what may 
be required as the mort-
gage market adjusts to 
h i h

virtual tour of your home 
and ask for feedback on 
how to best present the 
home.

b k i f ll

quickly.
d. Establish a checklist 

of actions that can be 
taken to immediately get 
h h h k

By the Grosse Pointe 
Board of Realtors
Guest Writer

The effects of COVID-19 on local real estate
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CITY OF GROSSE 

POINTE — The Grosse 

Pointe Boat Club is on 

track to provide more 

than 400 meals to those 

on the frontline in Grosse 

Pointe during COVID-19 

using local restaurants to 

provide the food.

“It’s a tough situation 

for everyone and those 

folks working on the 

frontlines, particularly in 

the hospitals dealing 

directly with the COVID-

19 patients, they are truly 

heroes and the club is 

h e a part the “We are focusing on 

kind of in the 
“Now that the governor 

has extended the stay-at-

h me order, we are 

h e the

By Laurel Kraus

Staff Writer

Boat Club efforts support restaurants, frontline workers

COURTESY PHOTO

Rear Commodore Liz Natter delivering meals to City Public Safety offi cers.

PHOTO COURTESY OF BUZZ YOUNG

Henry Ford staff members with GPBC Commodore 

Dale Cox and Rear Commodore Liz Natter during a 

meal delivery Saturday, April 18.

for e
folks working on 

frontlines, particularly in 

the hospitals dealing 

directly with the COVID-

19 patients, they are truly 

COURTESY PHOTO

Top left: Dr. Eman Bazzi, Dr. Devan Dykstra and Dr. Shruti Ramakrishna; top 
right: Dr. Chris Keller; and bottom right: Dr. Chris Keller, Dr. Ali Mahmood and 
Dr. Devan Dykstra.

g to the news, day in and hought of socially distanc-is a scary one not only for ealth, but for our overall wrote Melissa Petz, who counseling center. “I we really need to do to be 

he world of 
ealth, I do very much admire 

my colleagues in the Grosse Pointe 
South High School counseling center. 
Together we wanted to generate some 
social buzz in a visually fun and trendy 
way in an effort to change the language 
from ‘social distancing’ to ‘physical 

See GUIDANCE, page 3A

day out, the thing ourselves iour mental hewell-being,” wworks in the believe what we

ports and Best 
s six ounds based on a partic-ular category. Two bonus 

al studies. Custom-themed trivia rounds can be created for special events upon 

VP to the event,” Hawley explained. Hawley asks for a small fee to participate — $3 per person or $10 for a 

per-haps even longer. “Two groups who played online want to do in-person events when all this ends, for fundrais-ers,” he said.

T h e  N a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n  o f Manufacturers put out t h e  c a l l ;  A l l i e d P h o t o C h e m i c a l answered.
A few weeks ago, the Macomb Township-based producer of UV coatings began extend-ing its scope to include hand sanitizers.“When it came down to it ,  the National A s s o c i a t i o n  o f Manufacturers — which is the fourth largest lobby group in D.C. — the state of Michigan and the federal govern-ment reached out to us through their respectip

e s s e n t i a l / c r i t i c a l because our technologyis used on eve fi

up and are also producing hand bi

and other small pack-ages when needed.”Kelly has had help making deliveries from his son, Alex, who is a “willful driver,” he said.“It’s sort of in line with their responsibili-ties with school to be a good corporate citizen,” Kelly said, noting the school, University of Detroit Jesuit High School, was among the fi rst to receive a hand sanitizer donation.“It’s the right thing to do in these times and in 

all times,” Kelly said. “We never had anything to donate before; we make coatings. Now we can be that good corpo-rate citizen. It’s differ-ent when you can show up with a product that’s helpful during these times.”
Kelly said Allied is searching for other charities looking for donations of hand sani-tizer. Those in need may email a request to Kelly at mkelly@alliedphotochemical.com.

By Jody McVeighEditor

Manufacturer adds hand sanitizer to catalog

Representatives from MedStar and the Macomb Township Fire Department re-

cently picked up fi ve-gallon buckets of hand sanitizer produced by Allied 

PhotoChemical.
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SATURDAY, AUG. 22

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Artists Association free Plein Air 
Workshop with Donald Cronkhite, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
St. Paul on the Lake Catholic Church, 157 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.Visit grossepointeartcenter.org.

MONDAY, AUG. 24

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Park City Council meeting, 7 p.m.

TUESDAY, AUG. 25

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Planning Commission meet-
ing, 7 p.m. via Zoom.

 ◆ CARE’s Lounge & Learn webinar, “Marijuana & 
Teens,” 7 p.m. via Zoom. Visit careofsem.com.

The Week Ahead

reducing operational 
pressure on the facility,” 
President and CEO 
Charles Burke said.

Throughout consider-
ation of the plans, pro-
t e c t i n g  a g a i n s t 
bird-window strikes 
remained a main focus of 
the discussion and com-
munity’s interest. The 
War Memorial invested 
tens of thousands of dol-
lars, Burke reported, into 
incorporating the solu-
tions to various commu-
nity concerns into the 
designs.

“I’d like to speak 
directly and clearly 

regarding our commit-
ment to doing what is 
right,” he said. “We are 
committed to following 
best practices in industry 
with regard to environ-
mental sustainability, 
water stewardship and 
wildlife preservation.”

Most emphasized were 
the plans to use Guardian 
Sunguard Glass with 
BIRD1st Protection 
Coating on all four sides 
of the new addition. A 
misconcept ion had 
existed that the special-
ized glass only would be 
on the waterside, which 
Burke informed is not 
the case.

Glass already on the 
historic house and cur-
rent media wing will not 

be replaced, he added, 
but all new construction 
wil l  use Guardian 
Sunguard Glass.

Further efforts to pre-
vent bird strikes include 
adding stone columns 
and visible glass seams, 
lowering the height of 
the promenade structure 
to match the servant’s 
quarters and reducing 
the overall volume of 
glass.

It also was noted the 
addition will be pro-
tected by trees, the Alger 
House, Grosse Pointe 
Memorial Church’s caril-
lon tower and the cell 
tower.

“More than a million 
birds die estimated every 
year because of bird-win-

dow strikes and building 
strikes and everything 
that we can do to help 
eliminate or lessen that 
number is good for the 
bird population,” said 
Bill Rapai, president of 
Grosse Pointe Audubon. 
“We’ve lost more than a 
third of the bird popula-
tion in North America 
over the last 30 years. 
I’m pleased … to know 
that The War Memorial 
has listened to our con-
cerns and has taken 
them into consideration.”

The 12- to 14-month 
construction process is 
planned to begin in the 
fall, Burke said, as soon 
as the organization’s 
architects complete the 
construction documents.

APPROVAL:
Continued from page 1A

The story captivated 
the Grosse Pointes, as 
Bashara, the son of a 
prominent local family 
and a well-known com-
munity volunteer, first 
denied any involvement 
in his wife’s death. But 
his story quickly started 
unraveling when a 
Bashara employee, Joe 
Gentz, admitted to police 
that Bashara had prom-
ised him a used Cadillac 
and $2,000 to kill his 
wife. Gentz admitted he 
killed Jane Bashara in 
the garage of the Bashara 
f a m i l y  h o m e  o n 
Middlesex in Grosse 
Pointe Park, but said 
Bashara was with him at 
the time of the murder. 
He also said Bashara had 
held a gun on him and 
forced him to kill Jane.

Bashara was arrested 
in June, 2012 after he 
attempted to hire a hit-
man to kill Gentz who 
was already in prison 
after pleading guilty to 
killing Jane Bashara. He 
is currently serving 17 

years on a charge of sec-
ond degree murder. 

The motive for the 
murder was almost a big-
ger story than the mur-
der itself when it was 
revealed that Bashara, 
church volunteer and a 
past president of the 
Grosse Pointe Rotary, 
was involved in an alter-
native sexual lifestyle 
and had multiple mis-
tresses involved in a sado 
masochistic lifestyle. He 
had intended to buy a 
house on Kensington for 
his mistresses and 
needed Jane Bashara 
dead in order to use her 
retirement money for the 
closing on the house, 
scheduled for just two 
days after Jane Bashara’s 
death.

Several of the women, 
who described them-
selves as “submissives” 
testifi ed against Bashara 
at trial and  spoke of time 
spent with Bashara in a 
“sex dungeon” he had 
created in the basement 
of a building he owned 
on Mack. The building 
was destroyed by fi re in 
2015. 

Severa l  o f  Jane 

Bashara’s friends also 
testifi ed, citing instances 
of Bashara lying to Jane 
Bashara about his where-
abouts, as well as his 
drug use. 

Bashara had fi led sev-
eral appeals of his con-
viction, but all had been 
denied by Michigan 
courts.

Bashara grew up in 

Grosse Pointe Woods, the 
son of a prominent judge. 
He attended Grosse 
Pointe North High 
School, Howe Military 
Academy and Albion 
College. He is survived 
by two children, his 
mother, an aunt and sev-
eral cousins. An earlier 
marriage ended in 
divorce.

BASHARA:
Continued from page 1A

CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — Adding to on-
going Rotary Tot Lot im-
provements at Elworthy 
Park, the area soon will 
have three ADA-
accessible parking spots 
and two ramps, as well as 
tactile surfaces for those 
with visual disabilities, 
following a unanimous 
vote by city council dur-
ing the virtual meeting 
Monday, Aug. 17.

“Part of the greatness 
of the new Tot Lot is that 
it’s compliant with the 
A m e r i c a n s  w i t h 
Disabilities Act,” City 
Manager Pete Dame 
said. “What is not com-
pliant is the parking 
around it.”

With one handicap 
space on St. Clair and 
two on Waterloo, incor-
porated will be a van-

accessible space with a 
concrete landing plat-
form in the right-of-way 
to allow for wheelchair 
loading and unloading.

Of the two handicap 
ramps, one is planned 
for Waterloo between the 
Tot Lot and pavilion and 
the other for St. Clair 

where the Tot Lot meets 
the tennis courts.

The total cost of the 
project is $24,986, with 
$20,000 covered by fi scal 

year 2019 Community 
Development Block 
Grant program funds. 
The City has used these 
funds to construct acces-

sible ramps at the inter-
sections of sidewalks the 
past 15 years, but this 
project will mark the 
fundings’ last allocation 
of this type.

Prevented by recently 
changed county rules, 
the City in turn joined 
the other Pointes and 
Harper Woods in allocat-
ing its 2020 CDBG funds 
to The Helm at the Boll 
Life Center and the 
Pointe Area Assisted 
Transportation Service.

“I think it’s a good 
thing that we can allo-
cate it to The Helm,” 
Dame had said. “They 
definitely do need the 
money.”

The remaining balance 
of $4,986 will be taken 
from the capital projects 
fund.

Construction likely 
will take place in October, 
Dame said, and last 
around two weeks.

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Tot Lot to gain ADA parking and ramps

FILE PHOTO

The newly opened Rotary Tot Lot soon will gain ADA-compliant parking and ramps.

PHOTO BY KATHY RYAN

Bob Bashara at his sentencing hearing in January 
2015 in Wayne County Circuit Court with his 
attorney.

Left, City of Grosse 
Pointe Public Safety 
Offi cer Jacob Gentile 
was sworn in Tuesday, 
Aug. 11, in front of the 
new Mack Avenue pub-
lic safety building. 
Gentile grew up in the 
Woods and graduated 
from Grosse Pointe 
North High School. 
Right, the Gentile family, 
from left, Clare, Carl, 
Jacob, Linda and Emma.

Sworn in

PHOTOS COURTESY OF SGT. JOSEPH ADAMS
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Along with Sunday 
School lessons, it was a 
country doctor who 
taught Ken Van Dellen, 
by example, to love his 
neighbor.

Jerrian Van Dellen — 
also known as “Jerry” 
or “Doc” — was known 
for making house calls 
around the Ellsworth-
East Jordan area of 
nor thern  Michigan 
from the late 1930s to 
1973. Before he moved 
his office to the front of 
his home in Ellsworth, 
population 350, located 
an  hour  nor th  of 
Traverse City, his son 
remembers the phone 
ringing to get his dad 
up in the middle of the 
night.

“He would  make 
house calls on Sundays 
and holidays, too, and 
w h e n e v e r  p e o p l e 
needed him,” Ken Van 
Dellen said. “Sometimes 
he would walk in with 
his bag, a mile or more 
from a plowed road, or 
someone would meet 
the car with a farm 
tractor or team of 
horses.”

At 83, Van Dellen still 
treats his father’s ser-
vice as a model. Retired 
f r o m  M a c o m b 
Community College 
since 1999, Van Dellen 
has supported church, 
volunteer and charity 
initiatives throughout 
his life.

C a t e r i n g  t o 
Ellsworth’s low-income 

farmers wasn’t as lucra-
tive as practicing medi-
c i n e  i n  n e a r b y 
Charlevoix, but it laid a 
foundation for Dr. Van 
Dellen’s son, who kept 
the lessons in mind.

“Although he was 
probably the wealthiest 
man in town, he wasn’t 
wealthy,” Van Dellen 
recalled. “But he was 
generous.”

After he left northern 
Michigan, Van Dellen 
and his wife, Pearl, 
spent most of 10 years 
in St. Clair Shores 
before moving to the 
Park. When what he 
describes as a “do-it-
yourself plan” for start-
ing a family didn’t pan 
out, the Van Dellens 
adopted daughters in 
1966 and 1968. Van 
Dellen taught various 
science courses at 
Fitzgerald Junior and 
Fitzgerald Senior High 
schools. He credits a 
c o n v e r s a t i o n  a t 
Fitzgerald with helping 
him be more sensitive 

to people of much dif-
ferent backgrounds 
than many of those he’d 
known in Ellsworth. 
U s i n g  a  c o m m o n 
expression he hadn’t 
recognized as deroga-
tory, he told teachers 
during lunch about a 
purchase he contem-
plated.

“Maybe I could Jew 

him down,” Van Dellen 
said.

“ Well  maybe you 
cou ld  gent i le  h im 
down,” a colleague 
replied, eliciting laugh-
ter from the other 
teachers.

“It turns out the guy 
was  Jewish , ”  Van 
Dellen remembered. 
“Sometimes, we’re just 
ignorant, but not inten-
tionally mean or rude.”

His dad’s service to 
people of different 
backgrounds, like the 
migrant Latino families 
in Ellsworth, influences 

Van Dellen’s views 
about diversity today.

“I thought it was very 
cool to meet somebody 
from Mexico or any 
other country,” he said. 
“They talked differently 
and they looked differ-
ent, but they were just 
kids, like my brother 
and me.”

Va n  D e l l e n  l e f t 
Fitzgerald to teach 
geology at the newly 
o p e n e d  M a c o m b 
Community College 
South Campus in 1965. 
After retiring, he trav-
eled to Kenya where he 

spent four months at 
his own expense as a 
volunteer visiting lec-
turer. Daystar ’s cam-
pus, where he taught 
biology and environ-
mental science, was the 
largest Christian uni-
versity in Africa at the 
time.

His connection to the 
continent, where he’d 
longed to visit since 
childhood, grew more 
personal in 1991, when 
he rallied support for 
Kabba Jalloh, a student 
from Sierra Leone, to 
attend college, partly 
by sharing Jalloh’s 
s tory  wi th  Grosse 
Pointe News readers.

Van Dellen’s many 
other charitable efforts 
include ongoing sup-
port of Native American 
mission schools in New 
Mexico and donating 
110 units of blood. He 
also was a volunteer 
counselor at Crossroads 
East crisis center and 
taught English to immi-
grants at the Arab 
American Friendship 
C e n t e r  i n 
Dearborn. While he 
doesn’t mean to come 
across as a bragger 
about his good deeds, 
he said he wants to set 
an example similar to 
the one his father pro-
vided.

“I believe that we’re 
on earth to be of service 
to other people,” he 
said, “and it can be 
enjoyable and satisfy-
ing.”

Between occasional 
t r ips  back to  the 
Ellsworth area where 
he and Pearl have a sec-
ond home, Van Dellen 
works toward complet-
ing  a  book about 
M i c h i g a n  g e o l o g y. 
Though his life is filled 
w i t h  f a s c i n a t i n g 
encounters and inter-
esting acquaintances, 
from astronauts to fel-
low scientists, he is par-
ticularly proud of Drew 
Bremer, a mildly hemi-
plegic grandson with 
cerebral palsy, who is a 
member of the U.S. 
Para lympic  Soccer 
Team.

Along with living into 
his 80s, Van Dellen said 
a generally positive 
outlook on life is con-
nected to his “exciting 
experiences.”

“I think a big problem 
today is too many peo-
ple are saying, ‘What 
did you mean by that?’” 
Van Dellen said with a 
chuckle. “Too many 
people assume the 
other person is being 
nasty.”

By Eddie B. Allen Jr.
Staff Writer

Serving others keeps geologist on solid ground

COURTESY PHOTOS

Ken Van Dellen, right, visited the east African nation of Kenya in 2000.

Ken Van Dellen
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Grosse Pointe Farms

Carrying 
without permit

A Detroit resident in 
his late 20s was found to 
have no license and 
fraudulent insurance 
when he was pulled over 
for tinted front windows 
at Mack Avenue and 
Kerby Road at 9:17 p.m. 
Wednesday, Aug. 12.

Before the vehicle was 
towed, a search turned 
up a handgun, for which 
the man was arrested.

Dog bite victim
When a 12-year-old 

McMillan Road boy 
went to pet a puppy 
being walked by a Farms 
couple at 7:45 p.m. 
Wednesday, Aug. 12, the 
couple’s older dog 
lunged and bit him in 
the thigh. 

No stitches were 
needed and the dog was 
up to date on shots. 

Consequences 
to fi t the crime

A resident in the 280 
block of Kercheval 
Avenue reported a group 
of middle schoolers have 
vandalized his Joe Biden 
sign approximately 25 
times.

The man is seeking for 
the boys to pay the $45 in 
damages to the Biden 
campaign.

Stolen fl ag
Between 9 p.m. Thurs-

day, Aug. 13, and 8:30 
a.m. Friday, Aug. 14, an 
unknown person stole a 
Blue Lives Matter flag 
from a house in the 280 
block of Beaupre Avenue, 
damaging the brick sid-
ing when the pole was 
yanked out.

Stolen 
political sign

A Trump-for-President 
sign was stolen from a 
yard in the 30 block of 
Fair Acres Drive at 1:30 
a.m. Sunday, Aug. 16. 

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Farms Public Safety, 
(313) 885-2100.

Grosse Pointe Shores

No insurance
After being pulled over 

for a broken brake light 
and found to have a sus-
pended license, expired 
plate and no insurance, a 
26-year- old Detroit 
woman was arrested at 
Lakeshore Road and 
Woodland Shore at 9:22 
p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 11. 

Driving 
while license 
suspended

A 22-year-old Shores 
man pulled over for dis-
obeying a traffi c signal at 
Lakeshore Road and 
Edgewood Drive North at 
9:18 p.m. Wednesday, 
Aug. 12, was arrested for 
driving with a suspended 
license and then turned 
over to Eastpointe for a 
misdemeanor warrant.

Unruly boater
After a highly intoxi-

cated 38-year-old St. 
Clair Shores man exited 
a boat in Lake St. Clair 

and began rolling around 
in the backyard of a 
Lakeshore Road home at 
5:38 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 
13, public safety arrested 
him for disorderly con-
duct.

Identity theft
An unknown person 

used the name and infor-
mation of a 50-year-old 
Shores man to secure a 
DTE Energy service 
account in Detroit.

Amenable boater
Offi cers were called by 

a Lakeshore Road resi-
dent when a boat in Ford 
Cove was playing exces-
sively loud music at 8:36 
p.m. Sunday, Aug. 16. 
After speaking with offi -
cers, the owners com-
plied with lowering the 
music and, shortly after, 
left the area.

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Shores Public Safety, 
(313) 881-5500.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Stolen 
saddle bags

A dad watching his son 
p l a y  b a s e b a l l  a t 
Ghesquiere Park parked 
his motorcycle near 
Grosse Pointe Woods 
City Hall around 5:10 
p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 12, 
and returned to fi nd his 
saddle bags, valued at 
$750, missing around 
6:45 p.m. An additional 

$1,500 in personal 
belongings were con-
tained in the saddle bags. 
The suspect is unknown.

— Eddie B. Allen Jr.
Report information 

about this and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Woods Public Safety, 
(313) 343-2400.

City of Grosse Pointe

Repeat vehicle 
vandalism

A Park resident discov-
ered fl at tires and dam-
aged valve stems when 
he returned to his vehicle 
after parking it overnight 
on Village Lane Monday, 
Aug. 10.

Similar incidents have 
occurred in the same 
area in the past and the 
investigation is ongoing.

Ongoing 
identity theft

An unknown person 
opened a PayPal account 
in the name of a 36-year-
old Grosse Pointe woman 
and charged $514 to the 
Chase account. She also 
received a letter stating 
she rented a car in 
Massachusetts and has 
not returned it.

Four times 
the legal limit

After being reported 
for stumbling around a 
business in the 16000 
block of Kercheval 
Avenue at 5:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Aug. 15, a 
30-year-old Park woman 
was stopped by offi cers 

as she drove out of the 
parking lot.

A preliminary breath 
test found her blood alco-
hol content was .287 per-
cent, for which she was 
arrested.

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the City of 
Grosse Pointe Public 
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Park

Trailer 
hitch heist

A 29-year-old Grosse 
Pointe Park resident was 
caught on surveillance 
stealing a trailer hitch 
from a pickup in the 
15000 block of Kercheval 
Monday, Aug. 3. The sus-
pect was later located 
and arrested at his home, 
where the hitch was 
recovered.

Stolen 
equipment

A recent transplant 
from Los Angeles 
reported $1,625 in com-
puter and tool equipment 
missing from her belong-

ings at  3:20 p.m. 
Thursday, Aug. 13, in the 
1400 block of Somerset. 
The equipment appeared 
to have been taken dur-
ing her relocation to the 
Park.

— Eddie B. Allen Jr.
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Park Public Safety, (313) 
822-7400.

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS

soon will be complete.
“As mayor, he made a 

tough job seem effort-
less,” Tomkowiak said. 
“I have always appreci-
ated his gracious man-
n e r  a n d  q u i e t 
competence. He never 
called attention to him-
self or his achievements, 
so I am very pleased 
that we are able to rec-
ognize his contributions 
in a permanent and pub-
lic way.”

The event, which is 
open to the public, will 
require attendees to 
wear masks and prac-
tice social distancing.

SCRACE:
Continued from page 1A
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313-882-SAFE (7233)
19261 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Woods, 48236

Take the 
first step... 
to living with 
less pain

When it comes to any orthopedic need,
Ascension St. John care teams are here when 
you’re ready. With a full range of up-to-date          
orthopedic services, our goal is to help you live 
with less pain so your next step can be a leap. 

Don’t delay getting care at this time. We have 
strong safety precautions in place, and are fully 
prepared for your safety while in our care.

Get the orthopedic care that’s right for         
you at ascension.org/michiganortho 
or call 866-747-7196

© Ascension 2020. All rights reserved.
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It’s not just 
about the arts
To the Editor:

The debate over the 
proposed performing 
arts facility in the Park 
continues to gather 
steam. By now, residents 
should understand 
where the issues lie. 

◆ Zoning require-
ments being overridden 
(this building clearly 
doesn’t fall under the 
“offi ce use” category). 

◆  An incomplete 
Master Plan that doesn’t 
define the city’s future 

development needs. 
◆ Lack of resident 

engagement (two forums 
just before the planning 
commission meeting did 
not allow for any adjust-
ments based on resident 
input). 

◆ Very specifi c use that 
doesn’t extend to broad, 
diverse programming. 

◆ Parking that will 
inevitably spread to 
already crowded resi-
dential streets. 

◆ And after asking for 
months, we still have no 
business plan that indi-
cates whether an endow-

ment and ticket sales will 
actually cover operating 
expenses and ensure this 
facility will pay its own 
way and continue to be 
utilized in years to come.

Proponents say “the 
arts are good for commu-
nities” and “Grosse 
Pointe Theatre has been 
around for decades and 
needs a new home.” 
These statements are 
true, but they speak to 
wants without address-
ing the need for due dili-
gence on behalf of city 
taxpayers. 

Those who live in the 
Grosse Pointes (but not 
in the Park) vocally sup-
port the venture, but 
Park city government’s 
only responsibility is to 
city residents. All the 
project’s risks, costs and 
benef i t s  must  be 
weighed.

It’s implied that those 
who question the project 
are somehow anti-art, 
which couldn’t be further 
from the truth. There are 
practical issues decision 
makers must consider. 

It is not and never has 
been a debate about the 
intrinsic value of the arts.

AIMEE FLUITT
Grosse Pointe Park

Editor’s note: Ms. Fluitt 
sits on the Grosse Pointe 
Park City Council.

Schaap center is 
‘the best use’
To the Editor:

I am a member of the 
Grosse Pointe Park 
Planning Commission 
which approved the site 
plan for the performing 
arts and art gallery in the 
meeting Aug. 12. The site 
plan was approved by a 
majority of 6-2. I speak 
only for myself — not the 
commission.

I served as a member 
of the Grosse Pointe 
Park City Council for 
eight years from 1983 to 
1991. I have been a mem-
ber of the planning com-
mission since 1991. I 
have seen and partici-
pated in the vision of 
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the editor. All letters should be typed, double-spaced 
and signed. Letters longer than 250 words may be
edited for length. All letters may be edited for
content. We reserve the right to refuse any letter. 
Include daytime phone number for verifi cation
or questions. The deadline for letters is 3 p.m. 
Monday. Letters to the editor may by emailed to
editor@grossepointenews.com.
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Offi cials attended a “courtesy” ribbon-cutting for the Rotary Tot Lot in advance of its actual opening Aug. 
8 so Mayor Sheila Tomkowiak, center, could attend.

O U R  V I E W

T
he Rotary Tot Lot, chock full of improve-
ments, got its offi cial ribbon-cutting Aug. 
8 — and playground denizens were quick 
to notice. Passersby can always see chil-
dren there, swinging or sliding or climb-

ing or moving from play spot to play spot.
The community was quick to support the Rotary 

project after it was announced in July 2019. The Tot 
Lot, which dates back to 1973, hadn’t been upgraded 
in more than two decades — and much has changed 
since the 1997-98 work. 

The installation now complies with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, is ADHD friendly, has two play 
structures with multiple activities for 2- to 5-year-
olds and adds a mix of other new equipment while 
also refurbishing some of the most popular existing 
pieces.

It is a job well done by the Rotary Club of Grosse 
Pointe; the depth of community support was excep-
tional, too. First, the club raised the $250,000 needed 
for the project within its campaign deadline last fall. 
Second, multiple local business people lent equip-
ment and workers, and donated substantial amounts 
of materials and time. The City of Grosse Pointe and 
the Grosse Pointe Public School System also pitched 
in.

The lot, at the corner of St. Clair and Waterloo 
streets in Grosse Pointe, remains a rare local desti-
nation — a playground designed specifi cally for the 
preschool set. The Rotary Club vision set back in the 
early 1970s has held up well; with the dedication of 
current members and support from the community, 
new generations of tots will enjoy that vision for 
years to come.

Rotary Tot Lot a job well done

O U R  V I E W

B
arring some late development, it is time 
for Grosse Pointe Park to get behind the 
combination performing arts center and 
art gallery that would serve as a remark-
able attraction along the city’s border.

The proposed Paul A. and Carol C. Schaap Center 
for the Performing Arts and the Richard and Jane 
Manoogian Art Gallery has come under continuous 
scrutiny — and criticism — from some Park council 
members and residents. But as the approval process 
has become more open, it seems clearer yet that the 
project is an asset. The Park would be foolish to turn 
its back on the proposal.

The open land being made available for the center 
already has passed from the city to the nonprofi t 
Urban Renewal Initiative Foundation. Online ques-
tion-and-answer sessions have been held. The city 
planning commission gave its approval Aug. 12 with 
a 6-2 vote.

Yes, any project of this scope has risks. Fund-
raising is not complete and the city needs to insist 
that the project include an endowment to ensure the 
center can cover its operating costs if shortfalls 
should occur. Community engagement needs to 

keep improving.
But the overall plan — a place for the Grosse 

Pointe Theatre and Grosse Pointe Symphony to call 
home, among other events — is far and away a more 
exciting concept than almost anything else that 
could be proposed for that site. Ideas that came 
along at other times included a chain restaurant, but 
what would that add to the local ambience? And the 
property tax paid by a restaurant may pale in com-
parison to neighborhood upgrades spurred by a new 
cultural asset. 

Potential improvements reach along both sides of 
the Grosse Pointe Park-Detroit border. The adjacent 
Jefferson-Chalmers neighborhood is among areas 
designated for help via Detroit’s Strategic 
Neighborhood Fund. With its plan for upgrades to 
buildings and businesses along East Jefferson, an 
improved and exciting transition into the Park would 
develop.

It is increasingly possible to imagine the erasure 
of abrupt border differences, to everyone’s benefi t, 
with the performing arts center and gallery as a 
linchpin. Grosse Pointe Park should embrace the 
vision.

Time is right for Schaap center

See LETTERS, page 6A

T
o say schools are in turmoil would be an 
understatement. And that’s before they 
even open. Just one example: Practice for 
fall sports had barely begun when 
COVID-19 outbreaks also showed up 

among a few teams. Then the Michigan High School 
Athletic Association postponed the football season in-
to the spring.

In making the announcement Aug. 14, the associa-
tion’s executive director, Mark Uyl, noted that the 
status of other fall sports also could change but “none 
of those carry the same close, consistent and face-to-
face contact as football.”

Unfortunately, this may be just one disappointment 
among many for high schoolers — and perhaps for 
every student who’d like to be back in school with 
fellow classmates. And Grosse Pointe teams were not 
immune from outbreaks, including one among fi eld 
hockey teammates, another among a cross-country 
team.

The rising number of cases among Michigan teen-
agers has become obvious enough to generate news 
stories, including an Aug. 11 report at bridgemi.com. 
It noted that in just the preceding week, the number 
of cases among those ages 10-19 had grown by 15 
percent. Statewide, illness among those younger than 
20 had averaged about 3 percent of all COVID-19 
cases before June 1; since then, they’ve jumped to 16 
percent of all cases.

The abrupt surge among young people can pre-
sumably be traced to the loosening of state restric-
tions just before Memorial Day, which led to 
graduation parties in June — and gatherings of teens 
and young adults where mask-wearing and distanc-
ing rules were not well observed. 

The urge for get-togethers is understandable. But 
it appears to have led to disease outbreaks that 
prompted many districts in Michigan, including the 
Grosse Pointe Public School System, to delay any in-
person teaching. Now the hope is to bring students 
in gradually as the school year progresses.

And, under at least one model, high schoolers may 
be the last to return. 

That model, from the Harvard Global Health 
Institute and reported in the New York Times, ranked 
every county in the United States for its potential to 
reopen safely. There were four potential paths for 
schools: open with remote learning for all grades, 
open lower grades in-person but keep high school 
classes remote, open lower grades in-person and hold 
some in-person high school classes and, fi nally, open 
with in-person classes at all grade levels.

Wayne and Macomb counties both fell into the rec-
ommended category of full remote learning — that is, 
case numbers remain too great to risk bringing chil-
dren of any age into classrooms. That affi rms the Aug. 
10 vote by the Board of Education to open school Sept. 
8 with remote instruction only. (Most Michigan coun-
ties fell into the third category, where elementary and 
middle schools could open while high schools offer a 
mix of remote and in-person instruction.)

Locally, case counts also support the need for remote 
learning — and perhaps even for canceling all team 
sports. Grosse Pointe Farms sent out a safety notice 
earlier this week reminding residents about protective 
measures; the city’s Department of Public Safety 
noted that the Pointes had registered more than 100 
new cases since Aug. 1.

Numbers from the COVID-19 dashboard main-
tained by Wayne County suggest that illness spread in 
the Pointes starting in late June and burgeoned as 
August got underway. It’s particularly unsettling as a 
summer phenomenon, well ahead of indoor activities 
that resume post-Labor Day and often kick off various 
illnesses.

There’s no denying this is hard — for teenagers,  and 
for older residents who are isolating from their own 
children and grandchildren.

Sadly, though, the turmoil for schools is particularly 
obvious — and likely to continue. Without a serious 
effort by everyone of every age to keep their masks on, 
very few children will be returning to their classrooms 
anytime soon.

Schools, sports fall 
prey to COVID-19



1945
75 years ago this week 

CITY TO ENLARGE 
POLICE QUARTERS: 
The Grosse Pointe City 
Council has authorized 
the preparation of plans 
for the addition to the fi re 
and police station build-
ing on Maumee, as urged 
by  Pub l i c  Sa fe ty 
Commissioner Clarence 
Blessed some time ago. 
The intention is to enlarge 
the quarters for the 
police, giving larger offi ce 
room for the chief and 
providing for a court 
room. It is possible that 
provision will also be 
made for a locker space 
in an additional room in 
the rear.

1970
50 years ago this week

TANK TEAM TAKES 
TWO TITLES:  The 
Grosse Pointe Woods 
Swimming Team won its 
fifth consecutive dual 

meet of the 1970 summer 
season, registering victo-
ries over St. Clair Shores 
and Grosse Pointe Farms, 
City, Park and Shores. 
The second title came in 
t h e  I n t e r - C i t y 
Championship meet 
against the four other 
Pointes.

Obituaries: Mary Jane 
Mullins, Margaret I. 
Osius, Leona Plaen, 
Virginia Hoffhines, 
Wi l l iam Mor t imer, 
Herbert J. Smith

1995
25 years ago this week

R E C O U N T 
SCHEDULED: Grosse 
Pointe Park city clerk 
Jane Blahut announced 
the date for the recount in 
the recent judicial pri-
mary. Candidate Dean 
Valente asked for the 
recount after learning he 

had missed being placed 
on the November ballot 
by one vote in the Aug. 8 
judicial primary. Current 
Park municipal judge 
Carl Jarboe received 799 
votes, automatically plac-
ing him on the ballot. 
C a n d i d a t e  D o n 
Berschback received 467 
votes, Valente received 
466 votes and John Simon 
received 162 votes.

Obituaries: Bonnie Sue 
Oliver, Sheila MacLean 
Schollenberger, William 
S. Fiscus, Mary E. Simon, 
Daniel J. Clifford, John H. 
“Mike” Wardwell

2010
10 years ago this week

Obituaries:  Assad 
Amine, Evan Stuart 
Eatherly, William Lesley 
Hughes, Robert E. Lee, 
Elizabeth S. Owen, Lois 
Batten Pickard

H
igh school 
student-ath-
letes have 
been practic-
ing for a foot-

ball season complete with 
expectations of winning 
games.

The fans might have 
not been allowed to 
watch the games, but the 
players would enjoy the 
game they love.

In the blink of an eye, 
the Michigan High 
S c h o o l  A t h l e t i c 
Association canceled the 
fall football season and 
said it would be played in 
the spring, citing the 
players might get COVID-
19 playing a sport with 
such a high level of con-
tact. 

It’s all about keeping 
them safe, right?

The MHSAA is going 
to continue to play the 
other fall sports.

University Liggett 

School football head 
coach Tarif Kumasi said, 
“My hope is that we can 
continue to practice and 
keep our team intact. I 
feel as though the travel 
teams will pounce on this 
and kids might fl ee. Ohio 
is playing football and 
that poses another risk. 
Kids may leave just to 
play knowing they can 
transfer back with no 
penalty and play again in 
the spring. 

“We are fragile in num-
bers. Five athletes leav-
ing could be the 
difference in us even 
being able to play. Eight-
man football is some-
thing we’ve discussed 
going forward, but I’d 
like to stay 11-man. As 
with a lot of things, 
COVID is havoc on our 
norms and it could 
severely hurt football for 
decades. Football as a 
whole was declining in 
numbers and this is 
another blow to interest. 

“My staff and I are 
staying optimistic. We 
have a very talented team 
this year.”

Grosse Pointe North 

football head coach Joe 
Drouin said, “We had a 
week with a slice of nor-
malcy. We had some 
powerful energy this past 
week. We put together 
fi ve great practices and 
were looking forward to 
putting the pads on next 
week.

“I expected a deci-
sion to be made next 
week, but it is best that it 
was made at the time it 
was. If we were able to 
practice with full pads 
then fi nd out the season 
was moved, it would have 
been a more devastat-
ing blow. We have to look 
at the things we can con-
trol, our attitude and our 
effort. Now we have 
more time to polish up 
our offense. More time to 
refi ne our defense. More 
time to work out.

“We have a strong 
group of senior leaders. 
They are already asking 
what they can do to 
improve themselves and 
prepare for the spring. 
We burn the boats, move 
on from the past and 
learn from it. Our guys 
learned the work ethic it 

Grosse Pointe Park, 
including the develop-
ment of  Jefferson 
Avenue. There was much 
to be done to remove 
blighted buildings and to 
develop the area to the 
extent that it is presently 
developed. 

We were, and are, for-
tunate to have visionary, 
courageous leadership at 
the manager, mayor and 
city council levels. We 
have been blessed with 
generous philanthropic 
g i f t s  which  have 
benefited our parks and 
other facilities.

Our function as a plan-
ning commission was to 
review the site plan as 
presented by the profes-
sionals involved in the 
design of this project, 
which will be owned and 
operated by a 501(c)3 
charitable organization 
with its own board of 
directors. It is NOT a 
“city project.” We were to 
determine whether or 
not this project met the 
building codes in Grosse 
Pointe Park.

I and other members of 
the commission had the 
opportunity to review the 
site plans before the 
meeting. I think it is fair 
to state that I am a stick-
ler for requiring that 
building code be met. If I 
felt that code was not met 
following questions at 
the meeting, I would 
have had no hesitation in 
stating that a zoning vari-
ance was needed. I found 
no need for any vari-
ances.

I questioned the city of 
Grosse Pointe Park chief 
building official and the 
spokesperson for the 
Smith Group (formerly 
Smith Hinchman), the 
architects. I questioned 
very carefully whether 
the building, which is 58 
feet tall, met zoning 
requirements and was 
advised both orally and 
in writing on the plans 
that the height restriction 
in this area was 75 feet. It 
was further noted that 
the neighboring build-
ings are at least 60 feet or 
more, which include St. 
Ambrose, the city hall 
and the condominiums 

nearby.
I questioned whether a 

performing arts center 
was appropriate for an 
OS District. I was assured 
by the city building 
official, the architects 
and the city attorney for 
Grosse Pointe Park that it 
met OS requirement.

The site met all setback 
requirements.

I questioned  whether 
the parking require-
ments were met. They 
are. 

The project, itself, pro-
vides parking; there is an 
agreement with St.
Ambrose to use its park-
ing lot for parking (not to 
interfere with St Ambrose 
functions); there is park-
ing at city hall. There is 
no contemplated parking 
on the side streets 
included in the count. 
There is land in front of 
the library which the city 
owns but is not currently 
a parking lot and is NOT 
included in the count. 
When the foregoing 
available spaces are 
totaled, they substan-
tially exceed the parking 
requirements of the code.

All of the parcels of 
land included in the proj-
ect are already owned by  
the project or are under 
agreement to be pur-
chased by it.

In my opinion, there 
was no reason or basis to 
deny approval and it 
would  have  been 
improper to do so.

Speaking now solely as 
a Park resident since 

1964, I believe this proj-
ect will be a wonderful 
benefit to all of the 
Pointes and the residents 
of the city of Detroit. 

What a wonderful 
space to gather; for chil-
dren to sit and see a live 
performance or experi-
ence fine art — perhaps 
attending a class or lec-
ture. 

This is “the best use” of 
this space from any 
standpoint. I have never 
heard a better alternative 
voiced. I sincerely thank 
those who have made it 
possible.

DAVID M. GASKIN 
Member, Grosse Pointe 

Park City Planning 
Commission

Correction: Last week’s 
letter,  “No Hidden 
Agenda,” should have 
said the authors, Joe and 
Sue Tompkins, live in the 
City of Grosse Pointe.
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takes to prepare; now 
they will be able to work 
and prepare more. In the 
spring we will be ready to 
compete.”

Grosse Pointe South 
football head coach Tim 
Brandon said, “I’m heart-
broken for all of our play-
ers and coaches, but 
especially the seniors 
that won’t get the true 
‘Friday night lights’ expe-
rience. I truly don’t 
believe that this needed 
to be the outcome. It’s 
sad that politics plays this 
much of a role in these 
types of decisions. 

“These kids (and 
coaches) worked too 
hard preparing them-
selves for the season and 
also conforming to the 
guidelines and restric-
tions placed on us by the 
district and state. I’m not 
sure what will happen 
going forward, but I pray 
the MHSAA comes up 
with a plan that will give 

our players a true high 
school football experi-
ence while not making 
them choose between 
football and a spring 
sport.”

What does this do for 
college recruiting for the 
high school players? The 
players with scholarships 
are OK and may not play 
in the spring. If they can, 
they might enroll in col-
lege early to start their 
careers.

You can’t play the sea-
son in January, February 
or March. It looks like 
April and May, and 
instead of playing nine 
games, the season might 
be limited to fewer than 
nine. Who knows at this 
point? Decisions will be 
made in a few months.

What about the football 
players who participated 
in spring sports like base-
ball or track and field? 
Coaches can’t put pres-
sure on a student-athlete 

to play the sport they 
coach. If they did that, I 
would fi re them. It’s up to 
each student-athlete and 
their family to pick what 
sport they prefer to play 
in the spring.

It would be embarrass-
ing to have a coach of one 
particular sport put 
undue pressure on a stu-
dent-athlete. I’m sure it 
will happen. It will be 
unfortunate if it is 
allowed.

Who knows if winter 
sports will begin on time 
or even play at all? 
Hockey and wrestling 
look like candidates to 
not play due to the high 
level of contact, like foot-
ball.

The spring of 2020 was 
messed up for high 
school athletics and so is 
the fall of 2020. What will 
2021 bring? I’m expect-
ing a lot of chaos, but 
should be safe when we 
get a vaccine.

www.gpbr.com

Only one website 
gives you access to 
1,000+ local REALTORS® 
and a list of homes 
open for tour.

ORS®
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A bi-partisan agree-
ment between Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer and 
the Republican-led legis-
lative leadership adds a 
few new requirements, 
but doesn’t impact the 
Grosse Pointe Public 
School System’s plans for 
a fully remote opening to 
school Sept. 8.

While the House passed 
a “Return to Learn” plan 
requiring in-person learn-
ing for kindergarten to 
grade 5, a compromise 
was reached among law-
makers Aug. 14, in which 
getting students in these 
grades back into the 
buildings for face-to-face 
instruction is a priority 
rather than a mandate. 
The Senate approved the 
plan at a special session 
Saturday and the House 
followed suit Monday, 
with the governor 
expected to sign the bills 
shortly thereafter.

Like other school dis-
tricts across the state, 
GPPSS prepared a 
COVID-19 Preparedness 

and Response Plan, which 
includes pathways for in-
person, remote and hybrid 
learning. This plan, 
approved by the Board of 
Education Aug. 10, and 
due to Wayne Regional 
Educational Service 
Agencies Aug. 17, will 
remain largely unchanged 
as a result of the agree-
ment, according to GPPSS 
Superintendent Gary 
Niehaus.

For example, one 
requirement of the agree-
ment is for each school 
district to review its com-
munity’s COVID-19 data 
with local health depart-
ments before making a 
decision on face-to-face 
or remote learning. 
GPPSS already works 
with the Wayne County 
Health Department to 
monitor cases in the 
region, Niehaus said, pay-
ing close attention to local 
spikes.

“I don’t think (the agree-
ment has) really changed 
anything we’re planning 
to do next year at this 
point in time,” he said. 
“We’re always looking for 
more guidance on what 

the metrics are going to 
be for us to open back up. 
We’re going to go with the 
governor’s phase-in plan 
at this point in time.”

That phase-in plan, as 
stated at the Aug. 10 regu-
lar meeting of the GPPSS 
Board of Education, is to 
focus fi rst on getting the 
youngest and most vul-
nerable learners, includ-
ing those with special 
needs and individualized 
education plans, back into 
the classroom for face-to-
face learning as soon as 
deemed safe to do so.

“We know our special 
ed kids need more face to 
face than other students 
and we want to try to 
honor that as soon as we 
can,” Niehaus said, add-
ing they also are “some of 
our most vulnerable kids,” 
so having the right safety 
protocols in place is a 
must.

The best news from the 
legislation, in his view, 
was the pupil counts used 
to steer state funding to 
local districts will be 
based 75 percent on last 
year’s count and 25 per-
cent on the coming year’s 

count, mitigating any 
decline in enrollment this 
year.

While 100 percent of 
last year’s count, as rec-
ommended by State 
Superintendent Mike 
Rice, would have been 
preferred, 75 percent “is 
actually a very good deal 
for our district,” Niehaus 
said. “Obviously it puts a 
lot of pressure on us to do 
everything right.”

The agreement also 
waives, for the 2020-21 
school year only, the min-
imum of 180 days and 
1,098 hours of pupil 
instruction requirement 
as long as the same edu-
cational or course content 
is delivered leading to 
course completion.

Niehaus was less 
pleased about the require-
ment to test students 
within the fi rst nine weeks 
of school to gauge their 
academic progress, taking 
time away from instruc-
tion.

Benchmark results 
must be sent to the 
Michigan Department of 
Education and the Center 
f o r  E d u c a t i o n a l 

P e r f o r m a n c e  a n d 
Information and reported 
on the district’s website. A 
report on state-level per-
formance will be submit-
ted to the governor and 
legislature.

The agreement also 
requires each district 
superintendent to submit 
and certify to the CEPI 
and intermediate superin-
tendent the number of 
pupils engaged in pan-
demic learning for fall 
2020 and spring 2021, 
according to the House 
bills.

For schools providing 
remote instruction, teach-
ers must engage in at least 
two two-way interactions 
per week for at least 75 
percent of pupils, with the 
onus on school districts to 
track and demonstrate 
these interactions or risk a 
reduction in state aid fund-
ing.

The amount of that state 
aid remains uncertain, 
Niehaus noted.

According to Deputy 
Super intendent  o f 
Educational Services Jon 
Dean, GPPSS “is prepared 
and will comply with all 

state pupil accounting 
guidelines to receive full 
funding for our students.”

“This legislation did not 
provide any clarity to 
school districts that wasn’t 
already there,” Niehaus 
said. “School districts 
already could do online, 
blended and face-to-face 
programming for stu-
dents. This is a blatant 
misrepresentation. The 
clarity needed was only 
with the days and hours 
requirement which, if not 
done by the legislature, 
could have been done by 
(the Michigan Department 
of Education).”

Moreover, the blended 
student count adjustment 
“could have also been 
addressed in a budget bill 
we are still waiting for,” he 
added, concluding, “The 
new requirements in the 
bill will actually make it 
more difficult for local 
school teachers, adminis-
trators and board mem-
bers to get the school year 
started in these unprece-
dented times, taking away 
time from addressing the 
most pressing needs of 
students.”

By Mary Anne Brush
Staff Writer

State adds requirements 
to district’s return-to-school plan

Hitting and throwing 
whiffle balls since he
was a child, 18-year-old 
Terence O’Brien has been 
on the top of his game.

He played machine 
pitch at age 5 for Lac St. 
Clair Little League, then 
improved his skill set so 
much he was able to turn 
it into an opportunity to 
play at the college level. 

O’Brien will play for 
head coach Stan Eldridge 
at Lawrence Tech-
nological University.

He has played third and 
fi rst base, plus pitched. 
His favorite is pitching.

“ W h e n  v i s i t i n g 
Lawrence Tech in the 
summer for a tour, I was 
impressed with both the 
programs and facilities 
that they had to offer,” 
O’Brien said. “After the 
tour, I was encouraged by 
one of my Liggett team-
mates, Drew Zelenak, to 
reach out to the coach at 
LTU because he was 
already committed to go 
there in the fall.

“Drew mentioned that 
he really liked the 
coaches and the base-
ball program at Lawrence 
Tech, so I decided to 
reach out myself. After a 
couple messages, Coach 
Eldridge invited me to 
come practice with the 
team. I attended an LTU 
baseball practice and was 
impressed with the cul-
ture they have estab-
lished there.

“I chose Lawrence Tech 
for a multitude of rea-
sons; the facilities, the 
education, their positive 
reputation and fi nally the 
opportunity to play colle-
giate baseball.”

O’Brien’s parents have 
always supported his love 
of the game; whether 
playing catch or taking 
him to the batting cages, 
O’Brien was happy.

When he played travel 
baseball, his parents 
drove him around the 
country so he could 
improve.

The University Liggett 
School graduate, who fi n-
ished with a 3.3 grade-
point average, is going to 

major in mechanical 
engineering.

He missed his senior 
year of baseball at ULS 
due to COVID-19.

“I miss being with all 
the guys,” O’Brien said. 
“At Liggett, everyone 
buys into the winning 
atmosphere, which has 
resulted in us being so 
successful in years past. 
With how our season 
ended last year it’s disap-
pointing that we won’t 
get the chance to change 
that this year.

“We were filled with 
both talent and potential 
coming into this season. 
We all had high expecta-
tions for ourselves, espe-
cially us as seniors, 
because we know what it 
felt like to end the season 
the way we did last year.”

The Knights lost 4-0 to 
Homer in the 2019 
Division 3 state champi-
onship game and were 
No. 2 in the 2020 pre-sea-
son rankings before play 
was halted.

In 2019, O’Brien hit 
.316 with fi ve doubles, 10 
RBIs and was 4-1 on the 

mound, including a big 
win over state-ranked 
Detroit Country Day.

He had the opportunity 
to play for one of the top 
high school coaches in 
the state, ULS varsity 
baseball head coach Dan 
Cimini.

“Terence threw the ball 
very well in 2019, and 
was going to be one of 
our horses going into 
2020,” Cimini said. “He 
will pitch at Lawrence 
Tech next season. I am so 
proud of how hard he 
worked and developed 
into a frontline starting 
pitcher for us.”

“Playing for Coach 
Cimini has taught me a 
lot,” O’Brien said. “I have 
had him as both a high 
school coach at Liggett 
and a summer ball coach 
for Little Caesars. He 
expects the best out of us 
at all times and will let 
you know if he feels 
you’re not meeting your 
own potential.

“He has helped me to 
push myself and expect 
to win at all times. I am 
thankful for his help and 

guidance these last four 
years, because they 
helped me to achieve my 
goal of making it to the 
next level and playing 
collegiate baseball.”

O’Brien has been work-
ing out during the stay-at-

home order, preparing 
for his freshman year at 
LTU.

He will play a couple of 
weekends in the fall, then 
offi cially start the 2020-
21 college baseball sea-
son Feb. 27.

By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

O’Brien heading to Lawrence Tech

PHOTO COURTESY OF TERENCE O’BRIEN

University Liggett School graduate Terence O’Brien 
takes his baseball talent to Lawrence Technological 
University.

Park place

senior 
living at 
its finest
Park Place offers luxury, maintenance-free 
retirement living. Enjoy nearby shopping, 
scenic paved walking trails and our unique 
indoor atrium.

Call today (586) 722-1529,
or visit ParkPlace-Warren.com

Ask about our Summer Specials!

Park Place | Independent Living
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On Aug. 15, a compre-
hensive online profes-
sional  development 
program went live that 
offers hope for parents 
worried remote learning 
may not meet their chil-
dren’s academic, social 
and emotional needs.

Founder Sarah Kurtz 
McKinnon,  a  2004 
Grosse Pointe North 
High School graduate, 
created Pod School Prep 
to capitalize on a new 
concept growing in pop-
ularity in the changing 
education landscape 
due to the new coronavi-
rus. Many parents, 
rather than have their 
children learn in isola-
tion, have created small 
groups of learners in a 
home setting known as 
learning pods.

The diffi culty parents 
face, Kurtz McKinnon 
realized, is finding 
someone to manage the 
children’s learning. A 
stay-at-home parent, 
nanny or grandparent 
might not be equipped 
with the appropriate 
skills.

Pod School  Prep 
trains pod leaders on 
how to guide a child’s 
instruction while using 
the curriculum provided 
by the school district.

Kurtz McKinnon came 
up with the idea while 
watching the news and 
reading posts on Mom 
Swap Facebook pages, 
in particular from single 
and dual working par-
ents who oversaw their 
children’s online learn-
ing last spring when 
schools closed, but real-
ized this model wasn’t 
sustainable.

“Then I saw that peo-
ple were getting together 
with friends and creat-
ing these pods where 
three families with 
seven kids total would 
match up and hire a 
tutor — kind of like a 
nanny share — to help 
their kids during the 
day,” Kurtz McKinnon 
said.

She drew on her expe-
rience as a longtime 
summer camp director 
and consultant to create 
a way to train pod lead-
ers virtually in essential 
skills. She has recruited 
a team of youth develop-
ment and education 
experts to create a com-
prehensive, self-paced 
virtual training program 
for pod leaders covering 
topics such as working 
with parents, group 
dynamics, pedagogical 
techniques,  mental 
health, bullying and 
child abuse prevention.

The ultimate goal, she 
said, is to make virtual 
learning a positive expe-
rience for students.

“The training aspect is 
the fi rst piece of our pro-
gram,” Kurtz McKinnon 
said. “The other things 

that we’re developing 
are ongoing profes-
sional development and 
support options because 
this is uncharted terri-
tory. It’s kind of a new 
job in the world. We 
know people are going 
to need troubleshooting 
and support, so we’re 
providing personalized 
support.”

T h i s  o n e - o n - o n e 
coaching may include 
giving pod leaders new 
ideas to keep students 
engaged or manage a 
bullying issue within a 
group.

Pod School Prep also 
is focusing its efforts on 
equity and access. Kurtz 
McKinnon and her team 
are pursuing partner-
ships with nonprofits 
and school districts to 
help launch the program 
and give students and 
working parents more 
viable options in the fall.

Regardless of eco-
nomic circumstances, 
Kurtz McKinnon urges 
parents to use trained 
pod leaders in conjunc-
tion with the school dis-
trict’s online curriculum.

“What we are doing 
for school districts right 

now is really advocating 
for people to remain 
enrol led in  publ ic 
schools,” she said. “We 
don’t want you to leave 
your public school and 
take your funding with 
you. We want you to stay 
enrolled and provide an 
environment where your 
child’s social and emo-
tional needs are met.”

Pods range from two 
to three children to 10 or 
12. The pod leader acts 
“as an assistant teacher 
because  the  main 
teacher is still providing 
the curriculum and 
grading and providing 
f e e d b a c k , ”  Ku r t z 
McKinnon said. “The 
pod leader is there as a 
mentor and guide. I 
believe many pod lead-
ers will form an emo-
tional connection with 
kids. I think many kids 

are searching for an 
adult connection that’s 
not their parent as well.

“There are so many 
ways to assemble a pod 
and so much of it has to 
do with your own com-
fort level and how risk 
averse you are,” she 
added. “I wouldn’t want 
to be in a pod with fami-
lies if I didn’t know how 
serious they were about 
precautions.”

Sometimes it’s best to 
keep siblings together in 
a pod, she added, even 
though they’re working 
at different grade levels.

“From a safety stand-
point, if families sepa-
rate, you’re creating a 
tangled web of pods,” 
she said. “The point with 
your pod is to create a 
bubble. I would want to 
make sure my child was 
with as few families as 

possible to reduce her 
risk of exposure.”

Kurtz McKinnon’s 
ultimate goal is to make 
pod learning so fun, 
children are “a little sad 
when schools open 
again that their pod is 
over,” she said.

The best way to 
achieve this outcome is 
to begin with a positive 
attitude, she advised 
parents.

“Tell (your children), 
‘We’re going to do 
school differently this 
year,’” she said. “‘You’re 
going to love your pod 
leader. It’s going to be 
awesome.’”

Go to podschoolprep.
com to register a partici-
pant. The cost of a train-
ing course is $199 for an 
individual, with group 
pricing and discounts 
available.

By Mary Anne Brush
Staff Writer

North grad supports remote learning with training program

PHOTO COURTESY OF SCOTT ARIZALA

Pictured in the learning pod are Griffi n Arizala, 6, Desmond Arizala, 8, pod 
leader Josh McDaniel and Linnea Arizala, 11.

PHOTO COURTESY OF RODERICK COONEY

Sarah Kurtz McKinnon

SEEING A NEUROLOGIST
CLOSE TO HOME

Now at Henry Ford Medical Center 
– Cottage, our board-certified 
specialists are ready to see you for 
a variety of neurologic conditions, 
ranging from epilepsy to sleep 
disorders, with on-site testing 
including EEG and EMG studies. We 
also offer scheduled video visits so 
you can see your doctor without 
leaving home. Learn more at 
HenryFord.com/CottagePierson
or call (313) 916-2585.

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING
Amer G. Aboukasm, M.D.

ALL FOR YOU
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While the Board of Education 
approved contracts for office 
personnel, paraprofessionals, 
plant workers and administra-
tors in agreement with their 
respective associations in May, 
it took until August for the 
Grosse Pointe Public School 
System and Grosse Pointe 
Education Association to reach 
an agreement for teachers.

At its regular meeting Aug. 
10, the board approved a tenta-
tive one-year agreement for the 
2020-21 school year. Ratifi ed by 
the GPEA on Aug. 7, the agree-
ment went into effect as an 
approved contract Aug. 15, 
according to GPEA President 
Christopher Pratt.

“This is the result of approxi-
mately fi ve, six months of col-
lective bargaining between the 
parties,” Deputy Superintendent 
of Educational Services Jon 
Dean said at the meeting. “Both 
parties worked really hard at 
this and collaborated and 
worked through the things they 
needed to work through.

“A couple highlights for the 
community,” he continued. 
“This does include the calendar 

for the 2020-21 school year” 
posted on the district website. 
“… It includes compensation for 
this group, which is similar to 
the compensation for the other 
groups that the board reached 
agreements with back in June, 
meaning they received their 
steps and their lane changes, 
but there is no new money on 
schedule except for that piece. 
It also clarifi es and puts in place 
the middle school advisory pro-
gram that we’ve discussed in 
terms of timing. Administration 
strongly recommends the board 
approves this. It passed by our 
teachers and we’re ready to 
move forward. It’s a one-year 
agreement.”

While a multi-year contract 
would have been “in everyone’s 
best interest,” Pratt said, “a one-
year agreement is certainly 
refl ective of the times that we 
live in.”

Terms of the agreement 
changed, he noted, from mid-
February when contract nego-
tiations began, to the present 
reality under COVID-19.

“In February and March, we 
were living a different life,” 
Pratt said. “… We didn’t know 
this pandemic was going to kick 
in for public education purposes 

until March 13,” when schools 
closed for teachers to begin 
planning for remote learning 
through the spring.

The “realities of the pan-
demic” required significant 
changes to the proposal, he 
added. “I feel like the associa-
tion went out of its way to give 
a proposal that was refl ective of 
the times.”

This included streamlining 
the process by limiting the 
amount of language changed, 
rolling over a calendar from pre-
vious years to give parents con-
tinuity and providing clarity on 
the parameters of the middle 
school advisory.

While last year there were 
step increases and a small 
increase for veteran teachers on 
top of their pay scale, this year 
there were only step increases 
for eligible teachers. For teach-
ers who earned any sort of grad-
uate credits, there were lane 
increases as well, Pratt said.

The agreement included a let-
ter of understanding regarding 
the movement of fi fth graders to 
middle school. Both parties 
agreed on a six-period day, with 
flexibility for varied content 
within periods, and a 30-minute 
lunch period.

Another letter of understand-
ing summarized the agreement 
between GPPSS and the GPEA 
regarding the middle school 
advisory.

The advisory — which Pratt 
noted is only a one-year agree-
ment — is in place for grades 
6-8 only and will be no longer 
than 30 minutes per day. The 
Monday teacher schedule con-
sists of fi ve teaching segments 
and one individual preparation 
segment. One day each week 
consists of five teaching seg-
ments, one individual prepara-
tion segment and one additional 
preparation segment, with the 
additional preparation segment 
the same duration as the advi-
sory segment.

If GPPSS, pursuant to the 
governor’s order, local, state or 
federal law, is operating in 
Phases 1-4, there will be no 
advisory segment and the 
school day will be a six-period 
day, Tuesday through Friday, 
according to the letter of under-
standing. Only classroom teach-
ers are assigned to advisory 
segments.

The concern among middle 
school teachers was that the 
advisory, created to allow time 
for social and emotional learn-

ing, would take time away from 
core academic subjects, Pratt 
said. The GPEA raised this issue 
at the March 9 board meeting.

“The minutes in the day are 
the same,” Pratt said. “If you try 
to carve out additional time, 
you’re taking time away from 
your core classes. … We have a 
great deal of relearning to do 
with the loss of 12 weeks last 
year. The entire teaching staff 
knows that. We need to be able 
to recognize the fact that we 
need that time in those classes. 
This is not the year, in my opin-
ion, we should be implementing 
new programs. We need to 
focus on what students need. 
We’re talking about hard 
choices here.”

Bargaining for the right teach-
ing conditions is important 
because “these are kids’ learn-
ing conditions,” Pratt added. 
“It’s important that we get this 
as right as we possibly can given 
the fact that (in a global pan-
demic) we don’t really have any-
thing to judge it against. We 
need time. And we know that 
we need that interface with kids, 
but that interface needs to be 
about delivering the content 
that we can to keep students on 
track.”

By Mary Anne Brush
Staff Writer

Board approves teacher contracts

Dominick Procopio of 
Grosse Pointe Shores 
was named to the Dean’s 
List at the University of 
Massachusetts Lowell for 
the spring 2020 semester.

���
Sophia Kopicki, a 

senior at Siena Heights 
University studying com-
munications and market-
ing, was named to the 
Dean’s List for the winter 
2020 semester. She is the 
daughter of Bill and 
Nicole Kopicki and grad-
uated from University 
Liggett School in 2017.

���
Lily Patterson  of 

Grosse Pointe Shores 
was named to the Dean’s 
List for the winter semes-
ter ending April 2020 at 
Bates College and gradu-
ated cum laude in the 
spring. The daughter of 
Wil l iam and Kate 
Patterson, she graduated 
from Grosse Pointe South 

High School in 2016.
���

Madeline Schebil of 
Grosse Pointe Farms 
received a Bachelor of 
Science degree in educa-
tion from the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison in 
May.

���
Lindsey Clark  of 

Grosse Pointe Park grad-

uated from Marquette 
Univers i ty  wi th  a 
Bachelor of Arts degree 
in social welfare and jus-
tice.

���
Allyson Hartz of the 

City of Grosse Pointe 
graduated cum laude 
f r o m  M i c h i g a n 
Technological University 
with a Bachelor of 

Science degree in geolog-
ical engineering in May. 
She is the daughter of 
Andrew and Anne Marie 
Hartz and a 2016 gradu-
ate of Grosse Pointe 
South High School.

���
Meredith Bruni of 

Grosse Pointe Farms and 
Brittany Rizzo and 
Jackson Walkowiak of 
Grosse Pointe Woods 
were named to the Dean’s 
Honor Roll for the sum-
mer 2020 semester at 
Lawrence Technological 
University.

���
Tiffany Furicchia of 

Grosse Pointe Farms and 
Maya Petropoulos of 
Grosse Pointe Park were 
named to the spring 2020 
Dean’s List at Montclair 
State University.

���
Sylvia Hodges of 

Grosse Pointe Park was 
named to the Dean’s List 
for the fall 2019 and 
spring 2020 terms at 
M i c h i g a n  S t a t e 
University. She is the 
daughter of Michele and 
Matt Hodges.

PRIDE OF THE POINTES

Natalia Filipof, M.D.       
Lisa A. Manz-Dulac, M.D.      

Michael Piernick, M.D.

We Welcome
Dr. Jim Brown’s Patients

Congratulations 
to

 Dr. Jim Brown

EASTSIDE DERMATOLOGY
20030 Mack Avenue • Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236  (313) 884-3380

 (586) 716-1291

...on his retirement. Thank you Dr. Brown 
for providing excellent skin care 

for the Grosse Pointe and New Baltimore 
communities for 41 years.

EASTSIDE 
DERMATOLOGY
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It was a decision over 
which Glen Williams 
agonized for months.

He waited and wished 
and hoped that despite a 
string of setbacks he’d 
still be able to offer 
Grosse Pointe families 
the Halloween tradition 
he established 13 years 
ago — Haunted Garage 
Productions.

To make the show a 
success,  he would 
already have had to start 
assembling the various 
witch, vampire, monster 
and spider scenes that 
have become fan favor-
ites.

But following a disas-
trous summer storm that 
caused severe damage to 
his property, much of 
which has yet to be 
repaired, coupled with 
the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic, Williams 
reluctantly pulled the 
plug on this year ’s 
Haunted Garage.

“There’s no way we 
can do it,” he said. “We’ve 
exhaustively done every-
thing in our power to 
attempt to have a season 
for the charities. We’re 
p a s s i o n a t e  a b o u t 
Halloween; this is what 
we do. This is not lack of 
commitment. We were 
just hit with an endless 
series of obstacles.”

One could surmise the 
obstacles began late last 
October when a storm 
brought down a wire in 
Williams’ yard, causing 
the loss of thousands of 
dollars’ worth of equip-
ment. Then began the 
pandemic, followed 
swiftly by a burst pipe 

that flooded his base-
ment in March. The June 
10 storm that knocked 
down five trees on his 
property — puncturing 
12 holes in the roof of his 
house — was the last 
straw. 

“Besides everything 
else that’s gone on this 
year, there’s this,” he said 
in late June. “It took 
down fi ve trees; the big-
gest one, which ripped 
everything down with it, 
was well over 100 years 
old. When it came down, 
it ripped in half a huge 
pine that was 100 feet 
tall. A magnolia tree was 
pulverized, too; there 

was nothing left of it.
“The window in the 

kitchen, I’m still picking 
up glass in every room 
from that window,” he 
added. “A branch went 
through the dining room 
window, too. Every 
room’s got cracks that 
are surfacing.”

Haunted Garage for 
years has spanned the 
acre of property between 
Williams’ house and the 
house next door, owned 
by his parents, Ray and 
Joan. Their house was 
untouched, but they, too, 
lost trees.

Right after the storm —
which occurred when 
Williams and his parents 
were out of town — 
friends and neighbors 
consistently checked on 
the property, providing 
Williams with photos and 
updates until he returned 
home. His builder, Bruce 
Kaselitz, even monitored 
the house overnight.

“The kindness of 
friends, of the commu-
nity, of neighbors has 
been amazing,” Williams 
said.

One Haunted Garage 
fan started a Go Fund Me 
for the attraction, but 
Williams asked her to 

disable it.
“I don’t feel comfort-

able accepting money 
from the community,” he 
said. “We’re here raising 
money for charities.”

Since its inception, 
Haunted Garage has con-
tributed a portion of 
funds raised to PTOs in 
the Grosse Pointes. The 
attraction, which takes 
place three weekends in 
October, hosts a different 
school group each night, 
giving proceeds from 
that night to the desig-
nated school. 

“The community’s 
always been so support-
ive coming here every 
year,” he said. “You pick 
a night to support the 
charity you want to sup-
port. We’re a different 
kind of haunt — not 
blood and gore, not in 
your face. We’ve been a 
socially distant haunt for 
all these years and we’re 
successful because of 
that. It’s exactly how I’ve 
ever wanted to build a 
show.”

A positive attitude 
helped Williams get 
through June and plans 
were explored for a safe 
opening amid the pan-
demic. Williams and his 
crew of volunteers 
planned for social dis-
tancing, hand sanitizing 
stations, mask require-
ments; he even consid-
ered having guests sign 
waivers and taking their 
temperatures.

“We’ve been talking 

about it since March,” he 
said. “Where we have 
things that people have 
to touch, we’ll eliminate 
them. If a customer can 
stay socially distant in 
the haunt — and we’ll 
require masks — I believe 
we can put on the haunt 
and help charities this 
year.”

However, Williams 
considered his worst-
case scenario: if the 
haunt opened and some-
one says they got infected 
there.

“The worst would be if 
we open and something 
like that happens,” he 
said, “not that we don’t 
open. That’s the easiest, 
but I’m not in favor of 
that. … I hate to take a 
year off, but I don’t want 
to be insensitive to what’s 
going on now.”

In early July, Williams 
still remained hopeful, 
but his hopes were 
dashed in late July when 
a broken water main 
caused more damage to 
his property.

“It looks like a war 
zone,” he said last month. 
“I’m so sick of this. 
Everything just adds to it.

“We’re still going to 
try; this is not for lack of 
effort. There’s just over-
all damage to the yards; 
we’ve got to be safe. And 
then there’s the COVID 
thing to deal with.

“It would be easier not 
to do it, but that’s never 
been my life,” he added. 
“I’ve always taken the 

tougher road, taken the 
challenge. My heart 
wants to do it for the 
families and the chari-
ties, but my gut feeling is 
going to have to overrule 
everything. It would be 
way easier to take the 
year off, but it bothers 
me — not helping the 
charities.”

When it came time to 
make the final call in 
mid-August, Williams 
again assessed the situa-
tion.

Though a new roof was 
completed, there still are 
damaged rooms in the 
house and several win-
dows still are boarded 
up. A brick paver 
approach is in need of 
repair and another tree 
likely will need to be 
removed. Additionally, a 
repair to his father’s 
lawn, where a 5,000-
pound stump was 
removed, caused fl ood-
ing issues that need to be 
addressed.

On top of everything is 
COVID-19.

The Grosse Pointe 
Public School System’s 
vote to approve a virtual 
start this fall sealed 
Williams’ decision.

“We’re going to have to 
wait to 2021,” he said. 
“There are multiple fac-
ets going on. The build-
ers are doing their best, 
but I don’t know what 
will be done and what 
won’t be done.

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Storm damage, pandemic put Haunted Garage on hiatus

FILE PHOTO

Glen Williams won’t be welcoming patrons to his 
haunt this year.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF GLEN WILLIAMS

Trees punctured 12 holes in Williams’ roof in June.
A new roof was installed on Williams’ house after fallen trees caused severe 
damage after a storm.

See HIATUS, page 2B
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“We did everything we 
possibly could to have 
this season,” he added. 
“It’s not one particular 
issue; it’s everything 
combined. We needed 
time and we ran out of 
time. All the obstacles 
mounted up to the point 
where we could not pos-
sibly do it.

“I just feel bad for the 
families, the kids. They 
look so forward to this 
show. I really thought 
we could do it, but 
everything happens for 
a reason.”

Williams is going to 
use his extra time this 
season to prepare for an 
even bigger and better 
2021 haunt. The brain-
storming already has 

begun.
“We’l l  have more 

property to build on — 
addition by subtrac-

tion,” he said. “After 13 
years, we’ll redesign it. 
This will give me more 
time.”

HIATUS:
Continued from page 1B

Award-winning
Haunted Garage Productions placed second in WDIV’s Best 
Haunt contest for 2020.
Scarefest Scream Park in Lenox took top honors.
“To be listed with all these guys and be in second place, that’s 
cool,” Haunted Garage founder Glen Williams said. “They have 
four attractions, a full bar. We’re just a little charity haunted at-
traction on Mack Avenue.”
There were 19 haunts in the competition this year.
“Most of these haunts we’ve never been up against and we held 
our own,” Williams said. “I didn’t think we were going to be in 
the top fi ve when they told us all of these haunts. The communi-
ty’s really supported us. Second place with that lineup, that’s im-
pressive.”
Haunted Garage won the Best Haunt title in 2017 and 2019.
Last year it also was awarded Best Animation, Best Family 
Friendly Haunted Attraction and Best Eye Candy at a Haunted 
Attraction from the Zioptis Foundation. In 2018, it won Best 
Animation, Best Value and Best First-Time Visit.

PHOTO COURTESY OF GLEN WILLIAMS

One of the sights fans of Haunted Garage won’t get to see this year.

Q: We were searching 
online for a treatment 
program where we could 
send our daughter. She 
has been battling addic-
tion for years and we 
know she has to check in 
somewhere. But every-
thing we fi nd online is 
either an advertisement 
or an out-of-state pro-
gram. Where to we fi nd 
help?

A: We googled “resi-
dential alcoholism treat-
ment near me” today. It 
was hard to fi nd any valid 
results in the first few 
pages of the search. We 
are knowledgeable about 
the treatment centers in 
this state and all over the 
country, for that matter. 
The online results were 
dismal.

We did our search on a 
home computer, so there 
were approximately 16 
search results per page. 
On page one, there were 
six paid ads, 10 non-paid 
results and a map. None 
of the organic, free 
results were for pro-
grams in our area or 
state. Likewise, the map 
contained zero residen-
tial programs. Most of 
the ads were commercial 
clearinghouses or mar-
keting companies. Very 
unhelpful!

Sadly, the only two 
local programs listed 
were in the paid advertis-
ing results. These two 
residential programs 
could not rely on the 
search engine to reach 
families in need. They 
had to buy online ads to 
compete with all the 
unhelpful links. They 

should not have to buy 
ads to get into the list-
ings.

On page two of the 
search, the results were 
similar. Six ads, 10 non-
paid results and zero 
local residential pro-
grams. What did we fi nd 
instead? Thinly disguised 
commercial sites that 
pose as treatment review-
ers. These websites usu-
ally have marketing 
contracts with treatment 
providers. Their job is to 
promote their customers, 
while posing as unbiased 
resources. Apparently, 
this is legal, but it’s not 
helpful. High quality pro-
grams do not use market-
ing companies of this 
kind.

Sometimes the non-
paid ads were legitimate, 
but still unhelpful. For 
example, some of the 
results included well-
known sites like WebMD 
or the National Institute 
for Alcohol Abuse and 
Alcoholism. But neither 
of these are treatment 
providers, much less 
local treatment provid-
ers.

It was not until we 
reached page three of the 
search results that we 
found a non-paid listing 
for a residential treat-
ment center in our area. 
This was the 41st result 
(over three pages) and it 
was a link to a reputable 
local residential treat-
ment provider. I can’t 
imagine many families 
would have found this 
link.

Three pages and 41 
links to fi nd one accurate 

result. To be fair, there 
were at least one or two 
legitimate treatment cen-
ters listed on page three, 
but they were in distant 
locations, many states 
away from our area.

There are still unethi-
cal providers in the 
addiction treatment 
industry. Google and 
other search engines 
pledged to do a better job 
with their search results. 
We will stipulate that all 
the results in our search 
may have been legal enti-
ties, but they did not 
meet our search require-
ments.

Most families doing the 
same search would have 
found themselves in the 
hands of a marketing 
company. Is this any way 
to find treatment for a 
potentially fatal illness? 
We often get calls from 
families who say, “We 
found this program 
online,” and we can’t 
help but cringe.

Avoid ads and avoid 
treatment clearinghouses 
online. Seek professional 
assistance. The web is 
deceptive. A qualified 
addiction professional 
will assess your situation 
and your loved one’s his-
tory in detail before mak-
ing a recommendation. 
It’s worth the extra effort. 

Jeff and Debra Jay 
have been helping fami-
lies overcome addiction 
more than 30 years. Their 
best-selling book, “Love 
First,” is a standard in the 
recovery fi eld. The Jays 
live in Grosse Pointe 
Farms and their website 
is lovefi rst.net.

Death by Google
A S K  J E F F  A N D  D E B R A

R i g h t  n o w,  t h e 
American Red Cross has 
an emergency shortage of 
convalescent plasma, a 
potentially lifesaving 
treatment for patients 
with COVID-19. The Red 
Cross has seen demand 
for convalescent plasma 
more than double over 
the last month as the 
number of coronavirus 
cases increases across the 
U.S. Convalescent plasma 
products are now being 
distributed faster than 
donations are coming in.

Individuals who have 
fully recovered and 
received a verified 
COVID-19 diagnosis are 
urged to sign up to give 
convalescent plasma now 

by completing the donor 
eligibility form at red
crossblood.org/plasma
4covid. 

Convalescent plasma is 
plasma that is collected 
from patients who have 
recovered from an infec-
tion and have antibodies 
that might help fi ght that 
infection — in this case, 
those who have fully 
recovered from COVID-
19. With each donation, 
COVID-19 survivors have 
a unique ability to help up 
to three patients recover 
from the virus. 

Blood donors are 
needed to keep the supply 
strong amid the pandemic.

Though this summer 
may feel different than 

summers past, one thing 
remains constant: The 
need for blood donations 
to help save lives. The 
Red Cross urges healthy 
individuals to give blood 
to restock the shelves for 
patients battling disease 
and facing the unex-
pected. 

Since the beginning of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
people across the country 
have stepped up to help 
by giving blood or plate-
lets with the Red Cross. 
Blood donations from 
healthy individuals are 
just as essential now to 
meet patient needs and 
those who gave this 

American Red Cross encourages 
donations as pandemic continues

See DONATE, page 3B

GRAND RAFFLE!
DON’T MISS AN OPPORTUNITY TO WIN

1st Prize: $10,000
2nd Prize: Iconic Cartier Tank Watch

Donated by Ahee Jewelers, Value $2,550

3rd Prize: $500  4th Prize: $200  5th Prize: $200  6th Prize: $200

Tickets $10 each
MRL # R58629

To Purchase Tickets Go To: assumptionfestival.com 
Or Call: 586.779.6111

Drawing, August 23, 2020 at 6:00 pm
Assumption Cultural Center

(Need not be present to win)

Assumption Greek Orthodox Church and Cultural Center
21800 Mater Rd  St. Clair Shores/Grosse Pointe Woods

082020

Drive-Thru Carry Out
Open 11am-8pm Daily

See Menu Online:
assumptionfestival.com

For all your Favorite Foods, 
available for Carry-Out 

11am - 8pm

Call ahead 
(586) 596-6326
(586) 779-8071

COME BE GREEK 
FOR THE DAY!!!

For the protection of our guests and volunteers due to COVID19, 
GreekFest as we know it will return August 19-22, 2021.

TOMFINCHAM 
 

586.899.5565 
t.fincham@yahoo.com 

FINCHAMRE.COM 

08
20

20

JUST LISTED 1336 BISHOP RD 
Grosse Pointe Park 

$379,000
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Racing For Kids to the 
Hill — one of the most 
widely anticipated and 
well-attended events in 
Grosse Pointe — had to 
be canceled this year 
because of the COVID-19 
pandemic. The annual 
end-of-summer festival 
has been a fi xture on the 
social calendar for the 
last 14 years and enjoyed 
great support from spon-
sors and the community 
at large.

Racing For Kids is a 
locally-based national 
children’s charity that 
uses the popularity of 
motorsports to focus 
public attention and 
funding on the health-
care needs of children. 
Racing For Kids to the 
Hill is the charity’s larg-
est fundraiser and pro-
ceeds from past events 
have benefi ted pediatric 
programs at Ascension 
St.  John Hospital , 
Beaumont Grosse Pointe, 
Henry Ford Health 
S y s t e m  a n d  t h e 
Children’s Hospital of 

Michigan Foundation.  
“Our mission to help 

sick kids through motor-
sports has continued in 
spite of the pandemic,” 
said  J. Patrick Wright, 
CEO of Racing For Kids, 
“so while we can’t make 
our regular bedside visits 
to hospitalized children 
right now, we continue to 
work with the Child Life 
Departments of the hos-
pitals we would normally 
be visiting and have 
come up with creative 
ways to interact with our 
young patients. All our 
IndyCar visits this year 
have been virtual, so the 
kids are still getting to 
interact with their racing 
heroes and they are still 
getting our popular 
Racing For Kids hats and 
special racing gifts. 
We’ve also contributed 
with funding for COVID-
19 programs at some of 
our partner hospitals to 
address all the special 
needs this pandemic has 
created.”

To help raise funds for 

the hospital outreach 
program, Racing For 
Kids to the Hill is shifting 
gears this year with a 
two-part program. First 
is the Donate & Dine pro-
gram, which helps both 
Racing For Kids and the 
restaurant partners who 

have supported the 
annual Hill event for 
many years. For a $150 
gift, donors receive a $50 
restaurant  voucher 
redeemable at Jumps, 
Café Nini, Dirty Dog Jazz 
Café, The Hill Seafood & 
Chop House, Luxe Bar & 

Grill, City Kitchen and 
Fresh Farms Market.  

“Racing For Kids will 
reimburse the restau-
rants for all the vouchers 
that are used at their 
establishments,” said 
Tom Buhl, event co-
chairman. “It’s a win-win 

situation.”
Donate & Dine tickets 

may be purchased on the 
Racing For Kids website.  

The second part of the 
virtual event is a luxury 
“Buy-It-Now” sale.

“We will have some 
unique items and experi-
ences available for sale 
on our website,” said 
Linda Finger, Racing For 
Kids event director. 
“Trips like our Key West 
deep sea fi shing adven-
ture, our Indy 500 pack-
age and much more will 
be offered.”

The luxury sale items 
may be viewed and pur-
chased online beginning 
Aug. 19, and the sale runs 
until Sept. 2.

Also on Sept. 2 — 
which was the original 
date of the event — there 
will be a mini car show 
on Kercheval near Hall 
Place, with Racing For 
Kids gear and Donate & 
Dine tickets for sale.

For information about 
Racing For Kids, visit rac
ingforkids.org.

Racing For Kids to the Hill goes virtual in 2020

COURTESY PHOTO

A 2021 Indy 500 VIP package for two will be offered in the Racing For Kids on-
line “Buy it Now” sale as part of the Racing For Kids – Shifting Gears 2020 vir-
tual event.

Staying home. It’s what 
everyone was asked to do to 
protect themselves and the 
community since the arrival of 
COVID-19 in mid-March. Now, 
as some restrictions begin to 
ease, many people are begin-
ning to venture out. But for 
older community members, 
home is still the safest place to 
be. 

In addition to being at the 
highest risk for severe illness 
due to COVID-19, older adults 
also are faced with unprece-
dented challenges navigating 
the healthcare system and 
fighting prolonged isolation 
from their families, friends 
and communities.

Seniors have never been 
more at risk.

Local experts in caregiving, 
aging and in-home senior care 
are urging those with senior 
loved ones to keep this vulner-
able population top of mind. 
To make this easier, they are 
sharing free informational 
resources to help local fami-
lies navigate the many chal-
lenges impacting older adults 
in this pandemic.

“For many seniors, home is 
the foundation to both physi-
cal and mental wellness,” said 
Bert Copple, owner of Home 
Instead Senior Care, serving 
Birmingham and southeast 
Oakland County. “But whether 

seniors are trying to return 
home, stay home or simply 
stay healthy, it can be daunt-
ing in the midst of a pandemic 
without support.”

Getting home
For families working to 

bring a loved one home from a 
hospital or a facility, Home 
Instead recommends begin-
ning discharge plans early and 
exploring all options, includ-
ing what services may be 
available at home vs. inpa-
tient. 

“Many seniors have not 
explored what their aftercare 
options are if they were to be 
hospitalized,” said Lakelyn 

Hogan, gerontologist and 
caregiver advocate with Home 
Instead. “We know that, more 
than ever, home is not only the 
preferred but the safest place 
for older adults to recover 
from a recent hospital stay or 
heal from a health issue.” 

Staying home
In a time when the number 

of available hospital beds is at 
a premium, keeping seniors 
safe and healthy at home is 
critical. Home Instead recom-
mends reviewing home safety 
checklists to remove potential 
home hazards, such as 
addressing fall risks, and sim-
ple,  inexpensive home 

improvements like grab bars 
and improved lighting. 

Staying well
No matter the location, stay-

ing healthy for seniors means 
paying attention to both phys-
ical and mental wellness.

“Families must remain vigi-
lant with infection control 
practices, but also with regu-
lar communications to address 
seniors’ emotional well-
being,” Hogan said. “While we 
all have experienced isolation 
during this health crisis, the 
implications are most severe 
in older adults.”

Safe at Home: Pandemic solutions for older adults

spring may be eligible to 
help again.

Donation appointments 
may be made for the com-
ing days and weeks by 
downloading the free 
Blood Donor App, visiting 
redcrossblood.org, call-
ing 1-800-733-2767 or 
enabling the Blood Donor 
Skill on any Alexa Echo 
device. 

As a thank-you for 
helping ensure a stable 
blood supply, those who 
come to give blood, plate-
lets or plasma, including 
convalescent plasma, 
through Sept. 3 will 

receive a $5 amazon.com 
gift card via email, cour-
t e s y  o f  A m a z o n . 
Plus, those who come to 
give by Aug. 31 are auto-
matically entered for a 
chance to win a trip for 
four to Cedar Point or 
Knott’s Berry Farm, 
redeemable through the 
2021 season.

To protect the health 
and safety of Red Cross 
staff and donors, individ-
uals who do not feel well 
or who believe they may 
be ill with COVID-19 
should postpone their 
donation. 

Each Red Cross blood 
drive and donation center 
follows the highest stan-
dards of safety and

i n f e c t i o n  c o n t r o l 
and additional precau-
tions — including temper-
ature checks, social 
distancing and face cov-
erings for donors and 
staff — have been imple-
mented to help protect 

the health of all those in 
attendance. Donors 
are asked to schedule an 
appointment prior to 
arriving at the drive and 
are required to wear 
a face covering or mask 
while at the drive, in 

alignment with Centers 
for Disease Control and 

Prevention public guid-
ance.

See SOLUTIONS, page 4B

DONATE:
Continued from page 2B

A Shared Campus with
ShorePointe Health & Rehabilitation

Offers a Continuum of Care

Call Heather today for a tour!

26101 Jefferson Ave • North of 10 Mile
St. Clair Shores, MI 48081

Assisted Living 
& Memory Care 
Close to Home
•  Signature Neighborhood

Life Style Concept

•  Delicious Seasonal Menus

•    Spiritual, Social, Educational,
& Cultural Activites

•  24/7 On-Site Personal Assistance

•  Plus so much more!

$1,000 Off your fi rst 
month’s rent and we’re 
waiving the $2,750 
Community Fee

Summer In The ShoresSummer In The Shores

C R A N B E R R Y  P A R K
at SHOREPOINTE

586-498-4500  |  ShorePointeLiving.com
Formerly Shorepointe Village

082020

WE’RE NOW OPEN 
for massage appointments!

New COVID-19 safety protocols are now in place
Read about the changes in detail on our website: breckelsmassagetherapy.com 

for more information or to schedule your next massage
Call (313) 886-8761

We hope to see you soon!
082020

ANGOTT’S

Since 1936

586-359-2123 
www.angotts.biz 082020

Cleaning  •  Sales  •  Repairs

Draperies • Blinds
Shutters • Shades

082020

A Signature Store

Women’s, Men’s & Children’s Clothing

17131 Kercheval Avenue • Grosse Pointe
In the Village

313-882-(PALM) 7256
shopvillagepalm.com
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OBITUARIES
Obituary notices are purchased and often prewritten by family or friends. While 
we try to run obituaries as submitted, we nevertheless reserve the right to edit for 
accuracy, style and length.

Stanley Richard 
Remus

S t a n l e y  R i c h a r d 
Remus, 91, of Caro, and a 
former resident of Grosse 
Pointe Woods, passed 
away Tuesday, Aug. 11, 
2020, at Heritage Hill 
Assisted Living, in Caro. 
He was born Jan. 30, 
1929, in Depew, N.Y., to 
Stanley E. and Stella 
Remus (nee Breister), 
both now deceased. 

A 1947 graduate of 
Pershing High School, 
Stanley earned a bache-
lor’s degree in account-
ing from the University 
of Detroit. He was retired 
from his 60-year career 
as a CPA. 

Stanley and his first 
wife, Sallie G. Carus, 
were married in 1952.
He was predeceased
by Sallie in 1982. Stanley 
and his second wife, 
Beverly E. MacConnachie, 
were married in 1987. He 
was predeceased by 
Beverly in 2007. 

Stanley enjoyed pre-
paring taxes, gardening 
and spending time with 
family and friends.

He is survived by his 
children, Glenn Remus 
(Martha) of Harbor 
Springs, Todd Remus 
(Janice) of Grosse Pointe 
Woods and Kimberly 
Buckmaster (Bruce) of 
Mayville; grandchildren, 
Kathryn (Jake), Lauren 
(Andrew), Kevin (Torrie), 
Andrew (Caroline), 
Melinda (Jon), Bethany 
(Josh), Blake (Theresa) 
and Rachel (Christian); 
and great-grandchildren, 

Evan, Emma, Zoey, 
Jaxon, Hudson, Elijah, 
Grace, Griffi n, Emerson 
and Harden. He was pre-
deceased by his grand-
son, Grant R. Remus, in 
1987.

A service of remem-
brance will be held at a 
later date. Private burial 
at Battle Creek Memorial 
Park also will take place 
at a later date.

Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to 
Kiwanis Children’s Fund, 
www2.kiwanis.org/child
rensfund.

Share an online condo-
lence at avramfuneral
home.com.

Arrangements were 
entrusted to Avram 
Funeral Home, 6028 
Lincoln St., P.O. Box 130, 
Mayville, MI 48744; (989) 
843-5441.

Stephen Alan Horn
Former Grosse Pointe 

resident Stephen Alan 
Horn, of Harbor Springs, 
died peacefully Monday, 
Aug. 3, 2020, at his home 
on Lake Michigan, sur-
rounded by family. The 
son of Clarence and 
Edith Horn, he was born 
May 23, 1939, in Detroit. 

A graduate of Grosse 
Pointe High School, 
Steve was a member of 
the school’s 1954 cham-
pionship football team. 
After a post-graduate 
year at The Kiski
School, Steve attended 
Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute in Troy, N.Y., 
continued to play football 

and baseball and earned 
a bachelor’s degree in 
mechanical engineering 
in 1961. Employed in a 
sales training program at 
Ingersoll Rand Inc., Steve 
then studied at the Ross 
Business School at the 
University of Michigan 
and earned an MBA in 
1964.

Steve’s professional 
career began at Arthur 
Andersen & Co., in 
Detroit, where he was 
named a partner in 1974. 
He became president 
and CEO at Fred Sanders 
Co., the Detroit confec-
tionery manufacturer, in 
1979. A consultant for 
two years after he left 
Sanders, Steve advised 
Detroit-area businesses 
on strategy and fi nance 
mat ters .  He la ter 
acquired an interest in 
Xact Products, a preci-
sion-formed metal parts 
supplier to the automo-
tive industry, through his 
own investment firm, 
Private Equity Group. In 
1984, he was recruited by 
Rubloff Co., a Chicago-
based real estate devel-
opment and property 
management firm, as 
CEO of Renaissance 
Center Venture, where he 
managed day-to-day 
operations of Detroit’s 
iconic Renaissance 
Center. At the helm of the 
RenCen, Steve often said 
he had the best job on 
earth. He retired from 
Renaissance Center 
Venture in 1994.

Steve is survived by his 
beloved wife of 58 years, 
Jane Pierce Horn; chil-

dren, Pamela J. VanTol of 
Harbor Springs, Anne H. 
Askew (Peter) of Ruxton, 
Md., and Stephen A. 
Horn Jr. (Annette) of 
Windermere, Fla.; grand-
chi ldren,  Carol ine, 
Audrey and Jane Askew, 
Zoey and Quinn VanTol 
and Sarah, Riley and heir 
apparent, Stephen A. 
Horn III.

Steve was an avid 
squash player; he com-
peted nationally and 
internationally. A lifelong 
member of the Detroit 
Athletic Club, Steve was 
ranked in the top 10 
nationally for men over 
40. He also was a lifetime 
member of The Jesters, 
an international squash 
association. He was a 
passionate boater, golfer 
and downhill skier. An 
instrument-rated pilot, 
Steve fl ew his own plane 
throughout the country 
to visit family and friends. 

A stalwart Detroit sup-
porter, Steve was a
director of the Central 
B u s i n e s s  D i s t r i c t 
Association and vice 
president and treasurer 
of the Economic Club of 
Detroit. He also served as 
a trustee at Walsh 
College.

Steve loved all animals 
and staunchly supported 
animal rescue organiza-
tions across the country. 
His love of animals began 
in the early 1970s when 

his wife, Jane, came 
home with Gamble, the 
first of their many 
Vizslas. Steve’s beloved 
pal, Hinckley, laid beside 
him at his passing.

Memorial donations 
may be made in Steve’s 
honor to First Coast No 
More Homeless Pets, 
6817 Norwood Ave., 
Jacksonville, FL 32208; 
or an animal welfare 
organization of the 
donor’s choice.

Patricia J. Gardella
Grosse Pointe Woods 

resident Patricia J. 
Gardella passed away 
peacefully in her sleep 
Wednesday, Aug. 12, 
2020, at her home. 

Born in 1934, in 
Canton, Ohio, to Mabel J. 
Lawler and Norman 
“Shad” Lawler, Patti grew 
up in Grosse Pointe. She 
attended public schools 
and graduated from 
Grosse Pointe High 
School in 1952. 

She married George A. 
Gardella, a lifelong 
Grosse Pointe resident, 
in 1954. Patti and George 
were married 60 years.

Patti’s family described 
her as one of a kind and 
a true original — witty, 
charming, stylish and 
occasionally outrageous. 
Loved by everyone for 
her sense of humor, will-
ingness to do almost any-
thing to get a laugh and 
lighthearted good nature, 
Patti also was incredibly 
brave and strong-willed 
in the face of adversity. 
Although she suffered 
from multiple sclerosis 
most of her adult life, 
people never knew 
unless they saw her walk-
ing with a cane or using 
a wheelchair. She cared 
little for complaining and 
always made the best of 
the situation, even when 
treatments she received 
through the years were 
grueling.

A talented artist, Patti 
took up painting later in 
life. It gave her joy to cre-
ate paintings and she 
loved the camaraderie of 
her art class friends. 

Patti will be greatly 
missed by all who knew 
her, especially her chil-
dren, Julie Gardella of 
Grosse Pointe Woods, 
Katie Gardella (Peter 
Straus) of Peterborough, 
N.H., and Pete Gardella 
of Lake Orion; beloved 
grandsons, George of 
Lake Orion and Tommy 
of Royal Oak; and sister, 
Sandra Espedal of 
Stockton, Calif. She was 
predeceased by her hus-
band, George; parents, 

Mabel and Shad Lawler; 
s t e p m o t h e r,  F l o r a 
Lawler; and brothers, 
Dean “Chubs” Lawler 
and Richard Lawler.

In lieu of fl owers, a gift 
in Patti’s honor may be 
made to the Grosse 
P o i n t e  A r t i s t s 
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  3 2 
Lakeshore Rd., Grosse 
Pointe Farms, MI 48236; 
grossepointeartcenter.
org.

Barbara L. Usndek
Former Grosse Pointe 

Farms resident Barbara 
Lyndrup Usndek, 97, 
passed away Monday, 
Aug. 10, 2020. She was 
born April 17, 1923. 

Barbara met the love of 
her life, Dr. Harold E. 
Usndek, during her med-
ical studies at Wayne 
State University. The 
couple eventually settled 
in Grosse Pointe Farms, 
where Harold practiced 
d e r m a t o l o g y,  a n d 
together raised their four 
children. In retirement, 
Barbara and Harold 
spent time in Michigan 
and Tucson,  Ariz . 
Barbara settled near her 
eldest daughter, in Delray 
Beach, Fla., in her fi nal 
years.  

A loving person with a 
sharp intellect, Barbara 
was highly respected by 
her friends, family and 
peers. Her passions 
included nature and 
travel. Together with 
Harold, Barbara also was 
a passionate donor to the 
couple’s alma mater. 
Barbara continued her 
travels after Harold’s 
death in 2009.

Barbara is survived by 
her children, Susan 
(James Kaler), Cathy 
(Richard Magreta) , 
Christopher and Dr. 
David (Dr. John Carney) 
Usndek; and grand-
daughter,  Veronica 
Viorica Magreta, who 
called her Nana. Dearly 
missed, Barbara and her 
legacy will live on to 
those she guided along 
life’s paths.

Stanley R. Remus Stephen Allen Horn Patricia J. Gardella

See OBITS, page 5B

H o m e  I n s t e a d 
resources include rec-
ommendations to con-
nect with a senior loved 
one safely, whether via 
technology or in person, 
as well as a simple 
checklist to go through 
for each visit with a 
loved one to assess 
COVID-19 risk.

“Our goal in sharing 
these materials is to 
make it as easy as pos-
sible for families in our 

community to ensure 
home, wherever that 
may be, is a safe and 
healthy environment for 
older loved ones,” said 
Marian Battersby, owner 
of Home Instead Senior 
Care serving eastern 
Detroit, “not just during 
this pandemic, but for 
good.”

All of the free guides, 
and more resources to 
help seniors get home, 
stay home and stay 
healthy during the pan-
demic, are available at 
h o m e i n s t e a d . c o m /
COVID-19.

SOLUTIONS:
Continued from page 3B

Barbara L. Usndek

Dr. John (Jack) Hyde Williams died on 
Friday, August 7, 2020, at the age of 
93, following a brief illness. His family, 
friends and patients affectionately iden-

will be remembered for his long years 
of service in both family and internal 
medicine to residents of Grosse Pointe 

and the greater east side of Detroit.

In both his professional and person-
al life, Jack Williams was known to 
be caring and attentive. Those who 
remembered Jack best regarded him 
as charming and thoughtful, with a 

healthy sense of humor.

The son of Clarence and Laura (nee 
Hyde) Williams, John was born in 
1927 in Grosse Pointe. He was a 
graduate of Grosse Pointe High 
School and chose to follow the ex-
amples of his father, grandfather 
and great grandfather by pursuing a 

career in medicine. 

In 1947, after two years of service 
in the U.S. Army Air Corps, Jack 
fully embarked on his studies at the 
University of Michigan, where he re-
ceived a bachelor’s degree in Science 
in 1950. He went on to earn a med-
ical degree at the U of M School of 
Medicine in 1954. Later in 1954, he 
began his internship and residency in 
New Hampshire at the Mary Hitch-
cock Memorial Hospital, in associa-
tion with Dartmouth Medical School. 
He completed his medical fellowship 
in Rhode Island at the Providence 
Lying-in Hospital. Dr. Williams 
joined his father’s practice in 1957, 
providing care to patients in metro-
politan Detroit. After the death of his 
father in 1964, Jack continued in pri-
vate practice. In 1988, he joined the 
Henry Ford Medical Group and be-
came one of the founding members of 
Pierson Clinic in Grosse Pointe Farms. 

Dr. John Hyde Williams

During his long and distinguished 
career in medicine, Dr. Williams 
served as President of Medical 
Staff at Cottage Hospital and Se-
nior Physician at Henry Ford Hos-
pital. He also served as a trustee on 
the boards of Cottage Hospital and 
the Eastern Region of Henry Ford 

Health System. 

wife Elizabeth (Betty) Adams during 
a  social function at the Grosse Pointe 
Yacht Club. They dated while at-
tending the University of Michigan. 
Married in 1953, they raised daugh-
ters Susan, Martha and Elizabeth in 
their Grosse Pointe Woods home. 
The family became active members 
of Christ Church of Grosse Pointe, 
with Jack serving for a period on 
the board of the Vestry. Sadly, Betty 
Williams died in the winter of 1982. 
Following a long period of mourn-
ing, Jack Williams found solace in the 
company of Norah Moncrieff Martin, 
a fellow parishioner at Christ Church, 
who had been previously married to 
Darwin D. Martin Jr. (deceased). In 
1985, Jack and Norah married. After 
more than four decades of service in 
the medical profession, Dr. Williams 

chose to retire in 1999.

University of Michigan, Office of University Development, 
3003 S. State St., Ann Arbor, MI 48109 

All Saints Fund of Christ Church of Grosse Pointe, 61 Grosse Pointe Blvd.,
Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236.

 

Jack was an avid reader with a deep 
enthusiasm for technology and 
photography. His cultural interests 
included the Detroit Symphony Or-
chestra and Grosse Pointe Theater. 
He was a member in good standing 
at the Grosse Pointe Seniors Men 
Club and Grosse Pointe Yacht Club. 
As an alumni member, Jack took 
an active interest in the University 
of Michigan and its football team, 
often attending home games in Ann 
Arbor. With various members of his 
expanded family, Jack traveled ex-
tensively in the United States, along 
with faraway destinations like Great 
Britain, Europe, and China. He and 
his second wife Norah were particu-
larly fond of vacations in the Carib-

bean during Michigan winters. 

Beloved husband of Elizabeth (nee Ad-
ams) (deceased). Beloved brother of 
James (Anne) Williams. Beloved father 
of Susan (David) Chaklos, Martha Wil-
liams, Elizabeth (Mark) Lewis. Beloved 
grandfather of Kenneth Chaklos, Eliza-

Penhale, Laura (Chris) Craft, Michelle 
(Brian) Craft, Sgt. Ian McConnell, 

(T.C.) Schellinger. Beloved great grand-
father of Elizabeth ‘Lily’ Penhale, Lucas 
Penhale, Joshua Craft, Kaitlyn Craft, 
Maya Schellinger. Beloved husband of 
Norah (nee Moncrieff Martin). Beloved 
stepfather of Darwin (Lori) Martin III, 
Christopher Martin, Dr. Michael (Meipo) 
Martin. Beloved grandfather of Bryan 
Martin, Dr. Kyle (Dr. Chelsea) Martin. 
Beloved great grandfather of Brandon 
Martin, Jaden Martin, Jessa Martin, 

Blake Martin, Imogen Martin, Peter 
Martin, Charlotte Martin.

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 crisis, 
memorial services for Jack Williams will be 
determined at a future date. The committal 
of his ashes will be conducted by immediate 

family members in a private ceremony.

1927 -2020
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Frank J. Kropschot
Former Grosse Pointe 

res ident  Frank J . 
Kropschot, of Hilton 
Head Island, passed 
away Friday, Aug. 7, 
2020. He was 87. 

Born June 18, 1933, in 
Marshall, Frank grew up 
in East Lansing.

A graduate of Michigan 
State University and 
member of Psi Upsilon 
fraternity, he earned a 
degree in economics. 
Frank served in the U.S. 
Army two years during 
the Korean confl ict. 

Frank held various 
positions in his 35-year 
career at National Bank 
of Detroit and retired as 
a fi rst vice president in 
1992. He was involved in 
many civic efforts in 
Detroit. A graduate of 
Leadership Detroit, he 
also served many years 
as a Big Brother. 

In retirement, Frank 
and his wife, Kathie, 
moved to Hilton Head 
Island. Ten years later, 
the couple moved to The 
Cliffs Valley community 

in South Carolina. They 
returned to Hilton Head 
Island in 2016, and 
resided in the community 
of Tidepointe. 

Frank was a devoted 
husband, avid golfer, 
skilled woodworker and 
ardent dog lover. 

He is survived by his 
wife of 47 years, Kathie; 
daughter, Tracey Tiffany; 
stepdaughters, Linda 
Cooke, Laura Baumann 
and Jennie Shannon; and 
eight grandchildren. 

Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to The 
Humane Society of the 
United States, humane
society.org. 

Online condolences 
may be expressed at 
keithfuneral.com.

Frank J. Kropschot

OBITS:
Continued from page 4B

For fi ve years the con-
gregations of First 
English Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, St. 
Paul Lutheran Church 
and Christ Church Grosse 
Pointe have hosted a joint 
Vacation Bible School 
open to all children.

The COVID-19 pan-
demic forced organizers 
to restructure this sum-
mer’s weeklong program, 
which was embraced by 
participants and their 
families.

“It was quite the chal-
lenge,” said Renata 
Conger, the parish educa-
tion and youth ministry 
coordinator at First 
English. “The past five 
years, we’ve had 80 to 
120 kids. This year we 
didn’t want to cancel it. 
Our goal was to send the 
message that God is not 
dead because of the pan-
demic and church is not 
confi ned to a building.”

When representatives 
from each church fi gured 
out how to share their 
message, they purchased 
a VBS curriculum and 
adapted it to a largely vir-
tual format. It opened 
Sunday, Aug. 2, with a 
drive-thru event during 
which registered partici-
pants and their parents 
were given supplies and 
goodies to take home.

“We prayed for each 
family, gave them ice 
cream and then they 
drove off,” Conger said.

Monday  through 
Friday, participants were 

asked to accomplish 
three tasks, the first of 
which was to participate 
in a Zoom session that 
included a daily Bible 
verse following the theme 
of this year’s program 
that “Jesus’ power pulls 
us through, even when 
things get tough,” Conger 
said.

Next, participants were 
asked to watch a video 
the churches produced.

“Some of it we recorded 
ourselves,” Conger said. 
“Some of it was part of 
the curriculum we pur-
chased.”

The 30-minute video 
was interactive, she 
explained, asking fami-
lies to pause and discuss 
what they’d watched or 
pause and do an activity. 
Their total involvement 
was around 90 minutes, 
Conger said, “about the 
amount time of a Disney 
movie, but it’s growing 
their faith instead.”

The third facet of each 
day involved the children 
responding in some way 
to the message they’d 
learned that  day. 
Responses could range 

from drawing a picture to 
performing an act of 
kindness. The object was 
to capture a photo of the 
response and post it on a 
private Facebook page 
exclusive to registered 
participants.

“We got to see kids 
doing these things and 
everything reinforced the 
day’s point,” Conger said, 
noting though the 
Facebook community 
was private, many of the 
posts received likes and 
posit ive comments. 
“Then, if they completed 
all three things at the end 
of the day, we did a ran-
dom drawing of who did 
all three and the next day, 
we’d do a fl ash mob. Our 
volunteers wore masks 
and showed up at a 
child’s house. The par-
ents knew we were com-
ing and told us the best 
time to come, but the chil-
dren were surprised. We 
did two or three every 
day.”

The “mini surprise 
party” f lash mobs 
included confetti and 
streamers, games, songs, 
popsicles, a Bible reading 

and prayer. Everyone 
wore masks, spread out, 
stayed outside and used 
hand sanitizer, Conger 
noted.

“At the end of the week, 
if you did all three things 
all five days, you were 
entered into another 
drawing for a $50 gift 
card to Whistle Stop,” she 
said. “We’re happy that 
we were able to support a 
local business. And it 
kept them motivated. 
They came for the prizes, 
but they stayed for Jesus.”

Conger said she was 
pleased the “complicated, 
weird program” not only 
worked, but involved par-
ticipants from age 2 
through kids going into 
sixth grade, as well as 
middle school and high 
school volunteers who 
helped things run 
smoothly. Their efforts 
formed a great commu-
nity spanning from tod-
dler to adult.

“I think we all needed 
it,” she said.

In addition to daily 
activities, the VBS pro-
gram served to help oth-
ers .  Hal f  o f  the 
registration fee was
used for supplies,
while the other half was 
used to buy diapers
for the Metropolitan 
Detroit Diaper Bank. 
Participating churches 
also collected additional 
diapers and wipes for the 
organization, bringing 
the total collected to 
3,944 wipes and 2,083 
diapers to support local 
families.

The drive was the idea 
of St. Paul’s Audrey Cox.

“She organized it,” 
Conger said. “It was good 
because it was encourag-
ing kids to show Jesus’ 
love by doing things for 

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Spreading a message 
of faith amid the pandemic

PHOTOS COURTESY OF RENATA CONGER

Natty, a member of Christ Church Grosse Pointe, 
holds his personalized water bottle — a prize given 
at the end of a fl ash mob.

An example of a daily post, a window banner that says “Jesus’ power helps us 
do hard things,” created by participants Eleanor and Madeline.

Pastor Justin, of St. Paul Lutheran Church in Grosse Pointe Farms, led a fl ash 
mob of volunteers for participants, front and center, Grace, Nate and Kate. See FAITH, page 6B

Worship
  Service

800 Vernier Road (Corner of Wedgewood)

(313) 884-5040

Rev. Sean Motley, Senior Pastor
~ “Go Make Disciples” ~

www.feelc.org

FIRST ENGLISH EVANGELICAL
   LUTHERAN CHURCH

  9:30 am - Drive-In service on Sunday
11:00 am - Inside service on Sunday
Service on youtube at FEELC-GPW and on our
facebook page First English Lutheran Church. 

Sunday 10AM services are on
Zoom Meeting online and phone
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4105997963

415-762-9988, then enter 4105997963
AND with a Drive-in service in 

the parking lot

www.gpcong.org

Grosse Pointe
Congregational

Church
(United Church of Christ )

Grosse Pointe
UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH

Rev. Dr. Ray McGee

      

www.facebook.com/ 
GrossePointeUMC

www.gpumc.org 
313-886-2363

Join us online for 
Sunday morning  

worship
https://gpumc.info/ 

SundayWorship

Learn more about us by 
visiting our Facebook page:

SUNDAY
8:15 & 10:45 a.m. - Worship Service

9:30 a.m. - Bible Study
10:45 a.m. - Sunday School

MONDAY
7 p.m. - Worship Service

2nd & 4th Monday of the Month
WEDNESDAY
10 a.m. - Bible Study

Randy S. Boelter, Pastor
Making New Disciples-
Building Stronger Ones

Christ the King
Lutheran Church

and Preschool
Mack at Lochmoor • 884-5090

www.christthekinggp.org

Sharing Godʼs grace through Christ, 
we love, pray, rejoice and serve.

All are welcome!

Worship Online
With Us!

Visit stpaulgp.org and
scroll to Quick Links

Select Our Youtube Channel
or Our Facebook Page

375 Lothrop at Chalfonte
Grosse Pointe Farms

313.881.6670
The Rev. Justin Dittrich

15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park, 
Michigan 48230-1302

Ambrose
Saint

Catholic Church

Masses
Saturday Vigil — 4:00 p.m.
Sunday — 8:30 and 11:15 a.m.Sunday — 10:00 a.m.

082020



GROSSE POINTE NEWS, AUGUST 20, 2020

6B  |  FEATURES

others.”
Also helping fund the program — and 

its prizes — were a grant from Thrivent 
Financial and a donation from the 
Shorewood Kiwanis Club.

“This couldn’t have happened with-
out help from them,” Conger said, not-
ing the additional funds were used to 
purchase prizes. Older children 
received sturdy water bottles personal-
ized with their names, while younger 
children received smaller water bottles 
and goodie bags.

“But having the fl ash mobs — those 
were the best prizes,” she said. “Having 
groups of people randomly showing up, 
the parents would email us the next day 
and say, ‘The kids are still glowing.’”

The number of VBS programs offered 
this year was down considerably from 
last year, from around 20 in the Grosse 
Pointe area to two. Conger said she and 
other organizers made sure to take 
every precaution to make VBS a safe 
and spiritual activity for those involved.

“We had a really long FAQ page,” she 
said. “We made videos of what it would 
be like, why we’re doing it this way. We 
wanted parents to know, yes, it will be 
weird and different, but we care about 
them. And God is still here.

“Even if they only did something on 
one day, it’s better than not doing any-

thing the entire summer,” she added. 
“Most families stuck with it through the 
week. We got great feedback and the 
kids loved it; a lot of the volunteers 
were saying this was the highlight of 
their summer. I think everybody really 
needed it.”

FAITH:
Continued from page 5B

PHOTOS COURTESY OF RENATA CONGER

At week’s end, Renata Conger, back-
ground, presented the grand prize to 
Sam, right, who participated in VBS 
with his sister, Maggie.

Thousands of diapers and wipes were collected for the Metropolitan Detroit 
Diaper Bank.

Five-year-old Isaac Campbell 
decided to create a dinosaur curbside 
attraction after spotting a dinosaur in 
front of a house a few blocks over. So, 
in front of his house in the 1000 block 
of Maryland in Grosse Pointe Park, 
Campbell assembled more than 20 dif-

ferent dinosaurs — and a shark in a 
water-fi lled Tupperware bowl. Dino 
Century Hide & Seek is hidden among 
the landscaping and some are easier to 
fi nd than others. Campbell hopes pass-
ersby try to see how many creatures 
they can fi nd, inviting them with a sign 
that reads, “Find it or not, even if they 
give a squeak, it still may be fun, even 
if they wiggle.”

Dino-mite!

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

A dinosaur in hand, Isaac Campbell sits next to his Dino Century Hide & Seek.

20542 Harper
(Lennon and Harper)

(313) 884-1551
www.gpaas.org

GROSSE POINTE ANIMAL ADOPTION SOCIETY

Your neighborhood
paint experts.
20725 Mack Ave.
313.924.5563
www.teknicolors.com
©2018 Benjamin Moore & Co. Benjamin Moore. Paint like 
no other, Regal, and the triangle “M” symbol are registered 
trademarks licensed to Benjamin Moore & Co.

TETTTTTTTT XT AURA TO 474747
fffof r FREE coupoons 

to your phone

Teknicolor Paints - Grosse Pointe Woods

FIRST 25 CUSTOMERS
RECEIVE COUPON FOR

FREE GALLON OF PAINT
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2 DAY SALE
Friday August 28th & Saturday August 29th

Valid Friday August 28th    7 am - 5:30 pm
Must present ad. Some restrictions apply.

Valid Friday August 28th    7am - 5:30 pm
Valid Saturday August 29th    8am - 2pm

Must present ad.

20% OFF
Entire Purchase

OPEN FOR ADOPTIONS 
BY APPOINTMENT 

313-884-1551

Meet  
Regis

3 year old male 
Longhair all paw 

declawed
Meet

Bailey
2-3 yr old 

Shepherd mix, 
50 lbs

Black is back

Black  
Baby

Kittens
6 weeks old

Dining
ENTERTAINMENT& 

18666 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe Farms

Monday - Saturday 11:00 am - 9:30 pm
Sunday 4:00 pm - 9:00 pm

–Kennedy’s–

OPEN FOR DINING & CARRY OUTS
PATIO IS OPEN!PPAATTIOO IISS OOPPEENN!!

313-881 -5675

Menu on

FRESH LAKE PERCH DINNER
Includes Salad or Cole Slaw, Fries and Warm Roll.d oorr r CoCoColele SSlal w,w,,, FFririeses

$19.95

082020

MMMMMMooMoMoMondndndndndndddddndndayayayayay - SSSSSSSSSSatatattataturururururdddddddadadadadayyy 1111111111111111 0000000:0:0:0000000000 amamammam - 999999999 33333:33:3:3000000000 pmppmpmpm
Thank you to our Front Line Heroes!!

(313) 882-5299 
97 KERCHEVAL, GROSSE POINTE FARMS, MI 48236

DIRTYDOGJAZZ.COM06
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SANDWICHES
Steak Burger - $12.50  

Served on a brioche bun with lettuce, tomato, onion & fries
Chicken Sandwich - $13.50

Served on a brioche bun with lettuce, tomato, onion & fries
Turkey Club Sandwich - $11.50

Served with lettuce, tomato, bacon, mayonnaise & fries
Grilled Cheese - $9.50

Served on white toast served with a cup of tomato soup 
Reuben Sandwich - $12.00

Served on rye toast with Swiss Cheese, grandmas sauerkraut & fries 
SALADS

Add Chicken - $6.00   Add Salmon - $12.00   Add Shrimp - $9.00 
Caesar Salad - $9.00

Organic Garden Salad - $9.00
 Vinaigrette or Creamy buttermilk dressing

ENTRÉES
Chicken Marsala - $20.00 

Served with mushroom sauce & pasta 
Kobe Meatloaf - $17.00

 Served with mashed potatoes, vegetables, and mushroom gravy 
Salmon Filet - $28.00 

Served with mashed potatoes, vegetables & butter sauce 
Filet Mignon - $28.00

 Served with mashed potatoes, vegetables, and mushroom gravy 
Penne Pasta - $11.50

 Served with red or white sauce 
Add Chicken - $6.00   Add Salmon - $12.00   Add Shrimp - $9.00

To order curbside pickup, please call 313-882-5299
Tuesday - Friday 11:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

For contactless tableside ordering,  guests may use this QR code

SS

Dine-In or Curbside Carry-Out MenuDine-In or Curbside Carry-Out Menu

LIVE PERFORMANCES 

have returned to the 

Dirty Dog Jazz Cafe!

Convenient Curbside & Carry-out 
Available thru August 28, 2020
Superb Menu • Exceptional Service

The Dirty Dog provides 

full service food and

alcohol offerings inside 

and outside for lunch

and dinner

The dining room and outside dining area will be 
open: Tuesday through Friday for lunch from 
the hours of 11:30am to 3:00pm. Dinner service 
will be open at 5:00pm until approximately 
9:00pm Tuesday through Saturday. 

Visit
dirtydogjazz.com
for more information

Visit
dirtydogjazz.com
for more information

Visit
dirtydogjazz.com
for more information

WED. SEPTEMBER 2, 2020
THROUGH 
SAT. SEPTEMBER 5, 2020

THU. AUGUST 20, 2020
THROUGH 
SAT. AUGUST 22, 2020

WED. AUGUST 26, 2020
THROUGH 
SAT. AUGUST 29, 2020

Reservations highly Recommended.

Reservations highly Recommended.

Reservations highly Recommended.

RAYSE BIGGSSEAN DOBBINS

CLIFF MONEAR TRIO

Drummer Trumpeter Extraodinaire

Easy Listening Jazz

In our attempt to keep our customers safe by following the State’s Covid guidelines,
our capacity will be limited to 50%.

We recommend that you call ahead so we can guarantee your reservation.
For more information please visit our Facebook page.

10% Off
Carry Out

Through

August 30, 2020



GROSSE POINTE NEWS, AUGUST 20, 2020

SPORTS  |  7B 

The Representative 
Council of the Michigan 
High School Athletic 
Association recently 
announced it will move 
the 2020 fall football sea-
son to spring 2021, due to 
football’s higher risk for 
spreading COVID-19, 
with the rest of fall sports 
proceeding as scheduled.

The football season 
switch was made based 
on consultation with 
state health department 
offi cials and after survey-
ing MHSAA member 
high schools on their 
progress and preferences 

after the fi rst four days of 
practice. Football is con-
sidered a high-risk sport 
for potential spread of 
the COVID-19 virus 
because of its level of 
player-to-player contact.

A total of 34,219 stu-
dent-athletes played foot-
ball at MHSAA member 
schools during the 2019 
season. A total of 520 
11-player teams and 83 
eight-player teams were 
anticipated during late 
summer to play football 
this fall season.

“At the end of the day, 
we did everything we 
could to fi nd a path for-
ward for football this 
fall,” MHSAA Executive 

Director Mark Uyl said. 
“But while continuing to 
connect with the gover-
nor’s offi ce, state health 
department offi cials, our 
member schools’ person-
nel and the council, there 
is just too much uncer-
tainty and too many 
unknowns to play foot-
ball this fall.

“No one is willing to 
take the risk of COVID 
being passed on because 
of a high-risk sport. 
Decisions have to be 
made on our other sports 
as well, but none of those 
carry the same close, 
consistent and face-to-
face contact as football.”

T h e  M H S A A 

announced July 17 it 
would proceed this 
school year with its tradi-
tional calendar begin-
ning with fall sports, but 
with enhanced precau-
tions to help limit the 
spread of COVID-19. At 
that time, the MHSAA 
also stated it would move 
football, and other fall 
sports seasons, to spring 
2021 if they were deemed 
unsafe to proceed when 
originally scheduled. 
Football was allowed to 
begin practice, with hel-
mets but no other pad-
ding, on Aug. 10.

Volleyball and soccer 
are considered moder-
ate-risk for virus spread, 
while cross country, golf, 
tennis and swimming 
and diving are consid-
ered low-risk. Cross 

country, Lower Peninsula 
girls golf and boys tennis 
and Upper Peninsula 
girls tennis began prac-
tice Aug. 12; golf and ten-
n i s  t e a m s  b e g a n 
competing Aug. 19, and 
cross country teams may 
begin competing Aug. 21.

Volleyball, boys soccer 
and Lower Peninsula 
girls swimming and div-
ing also began practice 
Aug. 12, and competition 
guidelines for those 
sports will be announced 
Aug. 19. Schools in 
regions under Phase 4 of 
the MI Safe Start Plan 
remain unable to play 
volleyball or swim/dive 
indoors due to govern-
mental restrictions. 
Further guidance from 
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s 
offi ce is expected in the 

near future regarding 
these indoor facilities.

Details for the spring 
football season, includ-
ing a specific schedule 
and format, will be 
announced over the next 
few months. The MHSAA 
will be working to limit 
overlap of spring football 
and the traditional spring 
sport seasons.

“While this is tremen-
dously disappointing, we 
will do everything possi-
ble to provide the best 
possible experience in 
the spring while adding 
football into the calen-
dar,” Uyl said.

 
Geoff Kimmerly is the 

media and content coor-
dinator for the Michigan 
High School Athletic 
Association.

By Geoff Kimmerly
Guest Writer

Football moved to spring

A group of Grosse 
Pointe Park 12-year-old 
Little League players who 
were in their last season 
of eligibility donated 
$1,000 to the Grosse 
Pointe Park Little League.

The players, who were 
the All-Stars of the teams 
in the local league, com-
prised the group of play-
ers selected to represent 
the GPPLL through the 
years for an All-Star 
Tournament Team, play-
ing for the chance to par-
ticipate in the district, 
state and national Little 
League tournaments.

This was the year these 
players would have had 
the opportunity to play 
for a berth in the Little 
League World Series in 
Williamsport, Pa.

Unfortunately, due to 
the circumstances around 
COVID-19, Little League 
Baseball canceled all 

tournaments, citing con-
cern for the travel and 
large group activities. 
This donation represents 
the funds raised through 

the years to help offset 
training, tournament 
costs and expenses.

Craig Stafford of 
Grosse Pointe Park, who 

has managed the team 
and led the development 
of this group of players 
since the season they 
played as 10-year-olds, 
said, “We were all disap-
pointed to not have the 
opportunity to play for a 
chance at the Little 
League World Series this 
year, but I am so proud of 
the hard work, dedication 
and improvement these 
kids have shown. It has 
been my pleasure to 
coach them and it is no 
surprise to me that they 
chose to give back to the 
organization. This is who 
these kids are, it is who 
their families are and it is 
who Grosse Pointe Park 
is.”

Marty McMillan, presi-
dent of Grosse Pointe 
Park Little League, in 
accepting the donation, 
said, “On behalf of Grosse 
Pointe Park Little League, 

I want to thank you kids, 
coaches and families for 
representing us all so 
well over the years. Your 
generosity today reminds 
us what makes commu-
nity baseball such a great 
organization. Coming 
together with your neigh-
bors, classmates and 
families in our commu-
nity, in many cases since 
you all were just old 
enough to hold a bat, is 
what builds the relation-
ships, friendships and 
memories that will last a 
lifetime. Go Park.”

Henry Chesterton is a 
12-year-old player on the 
tournament team and a 
seventh-grade student at 
Pierce Middle School. As 
a member of the tourna-
ment team since 2016, he 
offered this comment: 
“We were bummed to not 
be able to go out and play 
in the Little League tour-

naments this year, 
because we are a really 
good team. I think we 
would have done really 
well, but if we can’t play, 
I hope our donation helps 
Grosse Pointe Park Little 
League players next sea-
son. I am going to miss 
playing baseball here.”

The donation was made 
in the names of the fol-
lowing players: Griff 
C o l l i n s ,  B r e n d a n 
Stafford, Bella Dodson, 
Anthony Kaminski, Alex 
Foote, Henry Chesterton, 
Julian Lancaster, Lance 
L y n c h ,  L i a m 
O’Donoghue,  L iam 
Omara, Liam Taylor, 
Liam Wilson, Luke 
Parent, Nick Ogden, 
Phil l ip Loch,  Sam 
Rouleau, Simon Justtin, 
Will Bishop, Will Karolak 
and Will Scott, as well as 
manager Craig Stafford 
and coaches Gerard 
Lancas ter,  Pa t r ick 
Chesterton, Patrick 
O’Donoghue and Ron 
Loch.

Park Little League players donate $1,000

PHOTO BY HOLLY RUTHERFORD

From left, Grosse Pointe Park Little League 
President Marty McMillan receives a check from 
players Henry Chesterton, Phillip Loch, Brendan 
Stafford, tournament team manager Craig Stafford 
and player Julian Lancaster.

406 ESTATE SALES
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406 ESTATE SALES

(1205 is at the corner of Kercheval and Balfour)

313 779 0193
www.marciawilkestatesales.com

1205 BALFOUR
GROSSE POINTE PARK

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
AUGUST 21ST AND 22ND

9:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.

 This is a nice sale! We have a Henredon 

sofa, Sherrill loveseat, pair of elegant 

ivory armchairs, dining room for six with 

buffet, lighted cabinet, petite writing desk, 

sweet antique vanity, mid century bedroom 

furniture, antique inlaid dresser,  Gulbranson 

organ, decorative items including mirrors 

and Maitland Smith items, women’s clothes, 

shoes and purses, lots of jewelry, two 

large lighted magnifying glasses, crystal 

chandelier, Boehm plates, Blue Willow, 

dolls, Popular Science magazines from the 

60’s, lots and lots more!

082020

Street numbers honored at 8:30 a.m. Friday
Check out marciawilkestatesales.com to see 

some featured items! We accept cash, checks, 
VISA, MasterCard, AMEX and Discover.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

DIRECTV
Switch and save!
$49.99/ month.

Select all- included
package. 155

channels. 1000s of
shows/ movies on

demand. FREE
Genie HD DVR

upgrade. Premium
movie channels,
FREE for 3 mos!

Call 1(844)975-3287

120 TUTORING EDUCATION

125 FINANCIAL

WESLEY
Financial Group,
LLC. Timeshare

cancellation
 experts. Over
$50,000,000 in

timeshare debt and
fees cancelled in
2019. Get free in-
formational pack-

age and learn how
to get rid of your

timeshare!
Free consultations.

Over 450
positive reviews.

Call 866-353-4896

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

CDL-A Drivers
Wanted

3 months minimum
experience,

excellent pay,
benefits, sign on

bonus, 401K,
dedicated routes

Romeo and Wayne
dispatch.
Call Kirt

586-752-4529
EXT 1032

203 HELP WANTED
DENTAL / MEDICAL

203 HELP WANTED
DENTAL / MEDICAL

204 HELP WANTED DOMESTIC

210 HELP WANTED
RESTAURANT

302 CAREGIVER

305 HOUSE CLEANING

400 ANTIQUES /
COLLECTIBLES

406 ESTATE SALES

408 FURNITURE

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

Classifi ed Advertising
an IDEA that sells!

Classifi eds
Work For You

To place an ad call:
(313)882-6900 x1

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

(313)882-6900 ext. 1
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409 GARAGE / YARD /
RUMMAGE SALE

412 MISCELLANEOUS
ARTICLES

415 WANTED TO BUY

716 OFFICE / COMMERCIAL 
FOR RENT

280 sq ft
Commercial office

space on
Kercheval in the
Park. Furnished
with high speed

internet, skylights,
utilities, public and
private entrances.

Perfect for
relocating from
expensive park-
ing downtown or

for someone
moving out of their

home office.
$850/mo.

Mark
586-489-0818

800 REAL ESTATE

800 REAL ESTATE

820 BUSINESS FOR SALE

700 APTS/FLATS/DUPLEX
POINTES/HARPER WOODS

Property For Rent

313 343.5578
HAVE THE GROSSE POINTE NEWS DELIVERED

TO YOUR HOME EVERY WEEK.

083018

CALL
today!

is your 
LEADING SOURCELEADING SOURCE

The Grosse Pointe
NEWS

for Local Local 
InformationInformation

DIRECTORY OF SERVICES
Some classifications are not required by law to be licensed. Please check with the proper state agency to verify license.

918 CEMENT WORK

Solution for
last week’s

puzzle 8/13/20

Solution Time: 27 minutes© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

082020

Solution for
last weeks 

puzzle 8/13/20

8/20/20

911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK 911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK 914 CARPENTRY 920 CHIMNEY REPAIR

927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

929 DRYWALL / PLASTERING

934 FENCES

936 FLOOR SANDING /
REFINISHING

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

945 HANDYMAN

A

(313)237-7607
(586)215-4388
(810)908-4888

945 HANDYMAN

946 HAULING / MOVING

948 INSULATION

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

957 PLUMBING
& INSTALLATION

960 ROOFING SERVICES

981 WINDOW WASHING

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

Let the 

Classifieds

Do The Walking

(313)882-6900 ext. 1 313-882-6900 ext. 1


