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THE GROSSE POINTES 
— The contract renewal 
of four Grosse Pointe 
Public School System ex-
ecutive administrators, 
which is routine in na-
ture, spurred discussion 
during the Jan. 25 meet-
ing of the GPPSS Board 
of Education due to the 
current superintendent 
search.

With concern raised 
over the possibility a new 
superintendent may 
want to put his or her 
own people in place, a 

suggestion was made to 
consider delaying the 
decision until May or 
June.

“I would like to see if 
maybe we could come up 
with some type of modi-
fication to it,” Trustee 
Ahmed Ismail said, “so 
that the superintendent 
who’s coming in puts his 
team together.”

However,  i t  was 
debated that a new 
superintendent would 
prefer to depend on an 
already established 
team.

“Superintendents gen-
erally come in and learn 

how to work with the 
team that’s assembled,”  
Vice President Margaret 
Weertz said, “a team that 
I’m really proud of that’s 
taken a long time to get 
this good and this quali-
fi ed. All the superinten-
dents I’ve worked with, 
they don’t come in and 
replace top-level admin-
istrators. They actually 
need them to learn the 
ropes of this district and 
the details of this dis-
trict.”

The executive adminis-
trators currently up for 

GPPSS considers 
contract extensions
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — While the 
storm water and sanitary 
sewer system in the 
Farms lakeside district 
were separated in the 
early 2000s, the inland 
district has remained 
combined because it 
does not slope toward 
Lake St. Clair, which 
would make separation 
far easier. 

The city now is consid-
ering partial separation 
of the inland district in 
order to increase the 
level of service for the 
district, reduce the likeli-
hood of basement fl ood-
ing, reduce the extent 
and duration of street 
flooding and reduce 
annual Great Lakes 
Water Authority sewage 
fees.

Tw o  y e a r s  a g o, 
Hubbell, Roth and Clark 

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Inland district 
sewer separation?

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— The Grosse Pointe 
Park City Council voted 
6-1 in a continued special 
meeting Monday, Feb. 1, 
to approve City Manager 
Nick Sizeland’s 11 per-
cent pay raise, bringing 

his salary to $100,000, 
per negotiations estab-
lished in his contract. 

At the start of the meet-
ing, Mayor Robert 
Denner stated no votes 
were taken in the previ-
ous meeting, Jan. 25. 
After the previous meet-

By Kate Vanderstelt
Staff Writer

City manager 
raise approved

THE GROSSE POINTES — Calling all Grosse Pointe 
aspiring writers, artists, life hack geniuses and chefs!

The Grosse Pointe News soon will launch an arts 
and entertainment section and we’d like you to help 
fi ll its pages — with your favorite poems or short sto-
ries, artwork or photographs, product or movie 
reviews, helpful life hacks or advice, recipes or what-
ever other insights you’d like to share.

Content is subject to be lightly edited for style and 

Coming soon

Grosse Pointe Shores Mayor Ted Kedzierski, left, and exiting Chief John 
Schulte listen to the radio broadcast of Schulte’s fi nal call:
“Attention all stations. Today we honor the longtime dedication of a man who 
served the community for 42 years with distinction, integrity and honor. Chief 
John Schulte has earned the respect of his subordinates and that of his col-
leagues through his commitment to providing an outstanding service to those 
he has led and those he has served. Today, the village of Grosse Pointe Shores 
honors that commitment by recognizing Chief Schulte for his leadership, com-
mitment to excellence and his many years of service to the community. Chief 
Schulte, we thank you for your commitment to the village of Grosse Pointe 
Shores and surrounding communities. Enjoy your retirement sir. (Schulte’s ra-
dio call sign) 441, you will be sorely missed. Station 40, clear.”

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Final call

GROSSE POINTE 
SHORES — Among the 
G r o s s e  P o i n t e 
Democratic Club’s fi rst 
orders of business for 
2021 was to draft and 
adopt a resolution calling 
on the Grosse Pointe 
Shores City Council to 

censure one of its mem-
bers for challenging the 
Michigan presidential 
election results.

Shores Councilman 
Matt Seely and his wife, 
Alexandra, were among 
seven individual plain-
tiffs in a suit fi led in the 
United States District 
Court for the Western 
District of Michigan.

“We felt it necessary to 
call out this wrongdoing 
because it was rooted in 
fallacy and deception, 
and these lies continue 
to cause harm to our 
democracy,” Grosse 
Pointe Democratic Club 
2nd Vice President 
Colton Dale said via 

Dems call for Seely’s censure
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

DESIGN MAP COURTESY OF HRC

The map shows the areas of focus for the recom-
mended sewer separation project in the inland dis-
trict.

See COMING SOON, page 2ASee CENSURE, page 3A

See SEWER, page 3A

See RAISE, page 4A

See CONTRACT, page 9A

Nick Sizeland
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Cases Deaths
All Pointes

Harper Woods

2,173 (+22)

702 (+12)

52 (+0)

42 (+2)

Home: Grosse Pointe Farms
Empowers women to pick 
themselves up fi nancially. 

Pointer of
INTEREST

See story, page 4A

Melissa Fradenburg



Aretée Day Spa in Grosse Pointe 
Woods recently announced the addi-
tion of four new team members to its 
growing business. Each brings her own 
specialties, expertise and creativity to 
build clientele and ensure long-stand-
ing relationships with the spa’s current 
customers.

Owner and hairstylist Olga Tecos 
said she is thrilled to add such talent to 
her staff.

“We are so happy to have these fabu-
lous and talented people join our tight-
knit team,” Tecos said. “These 
professionals bring enthusiasm, edgi-
ness and experience. Together with 
our current staff, we make up a high-
caliber team, delivering precision and 
excellence to our clients and meeting 
the holistic needs and expectations of 
our communities.”

Each new hire is fully licensed and 
well-known throughout the Pointes 
communities.

◆ Geri L., hairstylist — Formerly of 
La Moda Salon, Geri has accrued 40 
years of experience in the industry. She 
keeps her skills sharp by continuously 
attending hair shows to stay ahead of 
trends and helps mentor younger styl-
ists.

◆ Patty H., nail tech — Patty’s career 
as a nail tech in the Pointes spans 30 
years, including La Moda and the 
Coloseum salons. Her level of experi-
ence and passion for her work ensures 
each person receives high-quality ser-
vice and attention. She excels at nail 
care, using creativity and precision to 
strengthen and beautify each client’s 
hands and feet.

◆ Maria A., massage therapist — 
Formerly of Terme Day Spa, Maria is 
renowned for her vast knowledge of 
various modalities and gentle manner, 
which have helped her build a solid cli-
entele. Her goal is to improve her cli-
ents’ physical and mental well-being, 
customizing massages to individual 
needs.

◆ Stevie P., esthetician — Stevie is a 
certified esthetician who graduated 
from the prestigious L’esprit Academy. 
Her goal is to provide facials that result 
in radiant complexions as part of the 
journey toward optimal health. Her 
attentiveness and cutting-edge 
approach have impressed the spa’s cli-
entele and she continues to attract a 
regular following.

For more information, call Aretée 
Day Spa at (313) 423-0087.
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The Grosse Pointe 
Chamber of Commerce 
continues to work tire-
lessly to enhance the 
quality of life for those 
who live, work and play 
in Grosse Pointe. As part 
of its efforts, it recently 
launched its Chamber 
Chat podcast, highlight-
ing local businesses that 
shape the Grosse Pointe 
community.

“We decided to launch 
a podcast here at the 
chamber as a way to help 
showcase all of the 
incredible businesses 
within the chamber with 
a more personal touch,” 
said Rachele Wright, the 
chamber’s social media 

director. “As a chamber 
made up of mainly small 
businesses, we know 
how important it is for 
them to have content to 
promote and share digi-
tally about what they’re 
doing — and often. As 
video and audio content 
continues to become 
more and more impor-
tant on social media, 
email marketing and on 
websites, we knew that a 
podcast that was pre-
sented in both an audio 
and video format was the 
perfect way to help them 
grow.”

Each Chamber Chat 

audio recording is avail-
able on all traditional 
platforms that host pod-
casts, including Spotify 
and iTunes. To watch an 
episode, the chamber 
records the interviews on 
Zoom and posts them on 
YouTube.

“The interviews are a 
Q&A format between us 
here at the chamber and 
the business owners and 
representatives them-
selves,” said Wright, who 
also hosts the podcast. 
“We typically ask ques-
tions that allow them to 
tell us about their busi-
ness in their own words, 

what makes them unique 
to the community, allow 
them to share a few 
memorable experiences 
they’ve had while run-
ning their business and 
why they love being a 
part of this Grosse Pointe 
community.

“These interviews also 
allow business owners to 
continuously share this 
content over and over 
again, allowing the con-
tent to work more for 
them than a traditional 
Facebook or Instagram 
post that sort of dies 
down after a day or so.”

Each episode is around 

15 to 20 minutes, “which 
is just enough time to get 
insight into the busi-
nesses, the owners, and 
leave you wanting to fi nd 
out more on your own,” 
she added.

Currently, the chamber 
plans to post two or three 
episodes per month, but 
hopes, as the podcast 
grows in popularity 
among businesses and 
residents, to post weekly 
episodes.

“We are covering top-
ics we feel are of rele-
vance at this time of 
year,” Wright explained, 
“and then select experts 

(members) in that indus-
try who will provide us 
with a learning and 
impactful experience; 
however, the podcast is 
open and available to any 
chamber member who 
would like to be fea-
tured.”

Those  in teres ted 
should email social
media@grossepointe
chamber.com to schedule 
an interview. 

The chamber also 
offers low-cost commer-
cial opportunities for 
those who would rather 
skip the interview but 
still promote their busi-
ness. To learn more, 
email socialmedia@
grossepointechamber.
com or call (313) 881-
4722.

New chamber podcast benefits local businesses
By Jody McVeigh
Editor

To listen to Chamber Chat on Anchor, visit https://anchor.fm/gp-chamber
To listen on Spotify, visit https://open.spotify.com/show/47DEEWcPj7hapI2Bt9Q9Cm
To watch on YouTube, visit https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_181FHeXZTWNh11D9N3Sow

length and, as we’re all in 
this together, let’s keep 
things upbeat and posi-
tive.

Along with local sub-

missions, our new section 
will feature syndicated 
columns, including:

◆ Dear Abby, advice 
columnist

◆ Ann Landers, advice 
columnist

◆ Lindsey Novak, 
career coach

◆ Robert Whitley, wine 
afi cionado

◆ Amy Alkon, aka the 

Advice Goddess
Additionally, horo-

scopes and Solunar 
Tables will be featured in 
the section, which also 
will serve as the new 
home for our longstand-
ing Ask the Experts col-
umns, provided by The 
Family Center; Ask Jeff 
and Debra, provided by 
addiction and interven-
tion specialists Jeff and 
Debra Jay; and the new-
est addition to the Grosse 
Pointe News, our two-
page comics spread that 
has received tremendous 
accolades from subscrib-
ers.

Email your submis-
sions to media@grosse
pointenews.com and 
keep a look out for this 
new section, which will 
make its debut soon.

COMING 
SOON:
Continued from page 1A

Aretée welcomes new staff

Kathleen Rollinger, D.O., having com-
pleted her family medicine residency at 
Bon Secours Hospital and continuing to 
serve patients at Beaumont Hospital, 
Grosse Pointe, recently was named 
Family Physician of the Year 2020 by 
the Michigan Association of Osteopathic 
Family Physicians. Rollinger also 
received the Women of Excellence 
Award  for 2019-20 from the Michigan 
Osteopathic Association for exemplary 
leadership in the fi eld of medicine.

Rollinger has lived and practiced on 
the east side her entire career. She is 
committed to patient and family-cen-
tered care, including women’s health 
and low-risk obstetrics at Beaumont, 
Grosse Pointe and the surrounding 
communities. Her offi ce is located in St. 
Clair Shores.

Rollinger named Family Physician of the Year

Kathleen Rollinger. D.O.

The Dragich Law Firm 
recently announced 
a t t o r n e y  A m a n d a 
Vintevoghel has been ele-
vated to the role of part-
ner at the City of Grosse 
Pointe fi rm. 

Vintevoghel is inte-
grally involved in the 
firm’s active corporate 
restructuring practice, 
representing businesses 
in restructurings and 
wind-downs both inside 
and outside of court. She 
also is a commercial liti-
gator who represents cli-
ents across a number of 

industries in state and 
federal courts, as well as 
in alternative dispute res-
olution forums, and 
advises clients in various 
business transactions, 
including the negotiation 
and drafting of commer-
cial contracts, corporate 
formation and the sale or 
acquisition of assets and 
businesses.

Vintevoghel is an active 
member of the American 
Bankruptcy Institute and 
t h e  T u r n a r o u n d 
M a n a g e m e n t 
Association, where she is 

a member of the TMA 
Board of Directors. She 
also is the past president 
of the TMA Detroit 
Chapter.

“Amanda has shown 
great dedication to our 
practice, our clients, and 
she is an active member 
of the community,” said 
David Dragich, founder 
of The Dragich Law Firm. 
“We are proud to have 
Amanda as a new part-
ner, which is a role that 
will allow her to deliver 
even more value to our 
clients.”

The Dragich Law Firm 
promotes Vintevoghel to partner

25305 Little Mack Avenue, Saint Clair Shores, MI 48081
(586) - 343 - 8253

020421

“Chamber Chat”

grossepointechamber.com
Dine. Shop. Play. Live!

020421

THE GROSSE POINTE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  
AND GROSSE POINTE CHAMBER FOUNDATION  

IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THE 2021 BOARD OF DIRECTORS.

We welcome these respected leaders to the Grosse Pointe Chamber of Commerce and 

2021 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Chair: John (Jody) W. Ingle III
Vice-Chair:

Secretary: Derrick Kozicki

Treasurer: Gary Greenfelder
Director-At-Large: Rob Lubera

Director-At-Large: Olga Tecos

Alexis DeLuca
Cynthia Douglas

Dr. Harvey Dorrah

Dr. Kevin Grady
Joe Hebeka
Mark Heppner
Alan Lowenthal
Gary Niehaus, GPPSS 
John Rutherford
Lori Stefek
Nathan Steiner
STAFF
President:

 Regan Stolarski
Director of Social Media: Rachele Wright

City of Grosse Pointe
(313) 885-5800 • www.grossepointecity.org 
No salary for Mayor or Council Members
Filing deadline: TBD
*Terms expiring (4-year terms):
Council Members
Maureen Juip 
Christopher D. Walsh
Daniel J. Williams

Grosse Pointe Farms
(313) 885-6600 • www.grossepointefarms.org 
Salary: Mayor, $900, Council Members, $600
4-year terms for Council Members;  
2-year term for Mayor
Filing deadline: TBD
*Terms expiring:
Mayor:
Louis Theros
Council Members
James C. Farquhar Jr.
John Gillooly
Beth Konrad-Wilberding
Municipal Judge, 4-year term – salary $22,272
Matthew R. Rumora

Grosse Pointe Park
(313) 822-6200 • www.grossepointepark.org
No salary for Mayor or Council Members
4-year terms for Council Members;  
2-year term for Mayor
Filing deadline: TBD
*Terms expiring:
Mayor
Robert Denner
Council Members
Darci McConnell
Lauri Read
James E. Robson
Municipal Judge, 4-year term – salary $23,000
Carl F. Jarboe......term expires 12-21

Grosse Pointe Woods
(313) 343-2440 • www.gpwmi.us 
Salary: Mayor, $6,000; Council Members, $3,750
4-year terms for Council Members and Mayor
Filing deadline: TBD
*Terms expiring:
Mayor
Robert E. Novitke
Council Members
Victoria Granger
Todd A. McConaghy
Vacant

Grosse Pointe Shores
(313) 881-6565 • www.gpshoresmi.gov
No salary for Mayor or Council Members
4-year terms for Council Members and Mayor
Filing deadline: TBD
Terms expiring:
Council Members
Robert H. Barrette Jr.
Matthew Seely
Municipal Judge, 4-year term
Matthew R. Rumora......term expires 12-21

City of Harper Woods
(313) 343-2500 • www.harperwoodscity.org 
Salary: Mayor, $2,700, Council Members, $2,400
4-year terms for Council Members; 2-year term for Mayor
Filing deadline: TBD
*Terms expiring:
Mayor
Valerie Kindle
Council Members
Ernestine Lyons
Vivian Sawicki
Ivery Toussant Jr.

and will be on the Nov. 2, 2021 ballot.           Source: LWV-GP

Upcoming 2021 Elections



was commissioned to 
evaluate the system in 
both the inland and lake-
side districts via meter-
ing to determine where 
fl ows of storm water are 
entering the system and 
then identify the most 
effi cient way of address-
ing the issue.

The engineering team 
now is recommending 
separation of the sys-
tems north of Moross — 
a new storm sewer would 
be constructed along the 
road with the old sewer 
converted into the sani-
tary system — as well as 
those on Mount Vernon, 

McMillian and McKinley; 
a storm interceptor down 
Chalfonte; and a pump-
ing station at the corner 
of Moross and Chalfonte. 
The city purchased the 
corner property for 
$393,000 in August 2019.

Including engineering 
costs and road repair 
after storm sewers are 
laid, the project currently 
is estimated to cost $21 
million to $27 million.

“Even though some-
one’s particular street 
doesn’t look like it’s got 
any action on it, know 
that the fi x is to help the 
entire inland district, not 
just the streets that are 
being dug up and having 
sewer work,” Mayor 
Louis Theros explained. 

“If one side has the 
majority of work, the 
other side of town still 
benefi ts from that water 
coming out of the sys-
tem, because that means 
any water on that side of 
the district can be han-
dled much easier as it 
comes into our pumping 
station.”

The designs would 
reduce surcharging and 
potential for basement 
fl ooding by 58 percent; 
reduce the peak fl ow by 
112 CFS; and reduce the 
volume at the Kerby 
pump station by .52 mil-
lion gallons, which is a 
32 percent reduction in 
peak fl ow and a 17 per-
cent reduction in vol-
ume. 

If the infrastructure is 
constructed with the 
ability to be expandable, 
the city would have the 
option to consider addi-
tional separation in the 
future. 

HRC also explored 
other alternatives to sep-
aration such as in other 
areas of the inland dis-
trict.

The options, which 
would remove 100 per-
cent of the fl ow from the 
Kerby Road Pump 
Station, were to either 
separate the entire 
inland district or build a 
giant storm water reten-
tion basis near Kerby. 
These would take $60 
million to $183 million to 
a c c o m p l i s h ,  J e s s e 

VanDeCreek of HRC 
said.

“There’s not another 
alternative that is as cost 
effective and can give us 
that much benefi t at this 
cost,” he said of the rec-
ommended proposal. “It 
rises up above all the 
other combinations of 
alternatives that we 
looked at with the overall 
benefi t.” 

A n  a p p r o x i m a t e 
$160,000 proposal by 
HRC to begin the design 
engineering will be 
placed before council 
during its next meeting 
Monday, Feb. 8.

Assuming council 
approval, HRC will get to 
work on the basis of 
design report, which 
includes surveying phys-
ical assets and various 
alternative routes for the 
infrastructure to deter-
mine the least disruptive 
and most economically 
benefi cial way to facili-
tate conveying the storm 
water over Ridge Road. 
The work will take 
around six months to 

complete, at which time 
at least three different 
route alternatives will be 
brought to council. 

Once a route is 
accepted by the city, pur-
suing the formal permits 
necessary could take 
another six to nine 
months, which puts city 
staff a year to a year and 
half out from issuing any 
bids to contractors. The 
construction itself would 
then take two to three 
years. 

Since the 2011 fl ood-
ing, the city also has 
upgraded the Kerby 
Road Pump Station, built 
a new standby generator 
for the station and 
installed restrictive catch 
basins in the inland dis-
trict.

“Our judgment regard-
ing our settlement of the 
basement fl ooding cases 
has a provision in there 
that we are to do some 
sewer fixes,” Theros 
said, “so this is as much 
of a need to do as we 
have to do to comply 
with that order.”
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MONDAY, FEB. 8

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Committee-of-the-Whole 
meeting, 7 p.m. via Zoom.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Farms City Council meeting, 7 p.m.
 ◆ Grosse Pointe Shores Ethics Ordinance Drafting 

Committee meeting, 7 p.m.
 ◆ City of Grosse Pointe City Council meeting, 7 p.m. 

via Zoom.
 ◆ Grosse Pointe Park City Council meeting, 7 p.m. via 

Zoom.

TUESDAY, FEB. 9

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Citizens Recreation 
Commission meeting, 7 p.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Park Planning Commission and 
Master Plan Community Visioning Session, 7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 10

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Beautifi cation Commission 
meeting, 7 p.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Park Beautifi cation Commission 
meeting, 7 p.m. via Zoom.

THURSDAY, FEB. 11

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Historical Commission meet-
ing, 7:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, FEB. 12

 ◆ Date Skate at Patterson Park is CANCELED. All in-
dividuals registered will receive a refund.

The Week Ahead

email. “Signing on to 
that bogus lawsuit was 
shameful of him and we 
expect better from our 
community’s elected 
offi cials, no matter their 
political party.”

The lawsuit alleged 
Secretary of  State 
Jocelyn Benson, along 
with Wayne County elec-
tion officials, allowed 
fraud and incompetence 
to corrupt the conduct of 
the November 2020 elec-
tion and did not follow 
Michigan’s Election 
Code.

S p e c i f i c  c l a i m s 
included unlawful ballot 
duplication, counting of 
ineligible ballots and 
pre-dated absentee voter 
ballots. It also alleged 
the county used ballot 
tabulators shown to mis-
count votes for Trump-
P e n c e  t o w a r d 
Biden-Harris.

“There was a reason to 
question whether or not 
the election results were 
correct and I think that 
any voter, regardless of 
what your political party 
is, will want to make sure 
that our elections are 
running with integrity,” 
Seely said. “… The fact 
that (the club is) trying to 
basically punish people 

for exercising their First 
Amendment right is 
against every principle of 
who we are as a country. 
They can disagree with 
me, but censure me 
because I basically said, 
let’s make sure that the 

election was conducted 
with integrity and that 
the results are accurate? 
It’s just too bad that 
we’ve gotten to this point 
as a country. We used to 
be able to respectfully 
disagree.”

The lawsuit has since 
been voluntarily with-
drawn by the lead plain-
tiff.

“We’ve all obviously 
moved on and accepted 
the election results,” 
Seely said.

WHEREAS, A properly conducted 
general election was held Tuesday, 
November 3, 2020, and Democratic 
presidential candidate Joseph Biden 
won that election; and

WHEREAS, Now-President Joseph 
Biden received approximately 154,000 
more votes than Republican presiden-
tial candidate Donald Trump in the 
State of Michigan; and

WHEREAS, Donald Trump and his 
supporters have falsely claimed that 
he received more votes than Joseph 
Biden in the State of Michigan and 
elsewhere; and

WHEREAS, Over 60 lawsuits have 
been fi led in the State of Michigan 
and around the country alleging fraud 
in the voting process of this election; 
and

WHEREAS, In none of those law-
suits has any fraud been established 
nor have any election or voting irreg-
ularities been discovered that would 
change the results of the election; and

WHEREAS, Grosse Pointe Shores 
City Council Member Matthew Seely 
was a plaintiff in a bogus lawsuit fi led 
in United States District Court for the 
Western District of Michigan that 

falsely claimed election illegitimacy 
in Wayne County and the State of 
Michigan; and

WHEREAS, The lawsuit was volun-
tarily dismissed by the lead plaintiff 
only after misinformation spread that 
the Wayne County Board of 
Canvassers declined to certify Wayne 
County’s election results, which was 
and remains to be wholly untrue; and

WHEREAS, The lawsuit filed by 
Council Member Seely perpetuated 
lies originated by Donald Trump and 
others that the election was rigged or 
illegitimate; and

WHEREAS, Council Member 
Seely’s position as an elected offi cial 
gave credence to the lie that the elec-
tion was rigged or illegitimate and 
contributed to the insurrection at our 
nation’s Capitol on Wednesday, 
January 6, 2021;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT 
RESOLVED, the Executive Board of 
the Grosse Pointe Democratic Club 
demands that Grosse Pointe Shores 
City Council formally censure Council 
Member Matthew Seely for his 
involvement in perpetuating lies that 
undermine our democracy.

The resolution

CENSURE:
Continued from page 1A

SEWER:
Continued from page 1A

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — The Grosse 
Pointe Woods City 
Council proclaimed July 
16, 2021, Mark Dybis 
Day at a meeting 
Monday, Jan. 25.

In the proclamation, 
Mayor Robert Novitke 
explained that Dybis 
gave 65 percent of his 
liver to his brother-in-
law, Dave Galbenski, in 
November 2019.

“Dybis became a liv-
ing organ donor and 
donated what  was 
clearly the gift of life,” 
Novitke said.

Galbenski was offi-
cially put on a transplant 
list Feb. 14, 2019, not 
only Valentine’s Day, but 
also National Donor 
Day. He had been diag-
nosed with primary scle-
rosing cholangitis in 
2013, a disease that, 
without a transplant, 
ultimately leads to the 
cessation of liver func-
tion.

On Nov. 25, 2020, 
Dybis and family cele-
brated the one-year 
anniversary of the dona-
t i o n  t h a t  s a v e d 
Galbenski’s life.

Dybis and Galbenski 
plan to attend the 2020 
Donate Life Transplant 

Games, which have 
been rescheduled for 
July 16, 2021. According 
to the host organization, 
Transplant Games of 
America, the games are 
a “multi-sport festival 
for individuals who 
have undergone a life-
saving transplant sur-
gery.” The event is 
aimed at honoring these 
individuals and their 
families for their “life-
saving generosity” and 
recognizing donation 
success.

To coincide with the 
beginning of the Life 
Transplant Games, July 
16 was proclaimed Mark 
Dybis Day in Grosse 
Pointe Woods.

“This was a proclama-
tion that everybody 
wanted issued,” Novitke 
said. “It’s nice also when 
somebody takes the 
position on something 
instead of just talking 
about it, that they actu-
ally do it and … you set 
that type of example.”

Dybis thanked the 
council for the hard 
work they put in to daily 
o p e r a t i o n s  a n d 
expressed his love for 
the  communi ty  of 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

“I hope to live up to 
the honor you bestowed 
on me today,” Dybis 
said.

July 16 proclaimed 
Mark Dybis Day
By Kate Vanderstelt
Staff Writer

Michael Herrgott and 
Joseph Srebernak, who 
have been public safety 
officers in the City of 
Grosse Pointe approxi-
mately fi ve years, were 
promoted to sergeant 
during a ceremony at the 
new public safety build-
ing Monday, Jan. 11.

Previously a sergeant 
in Grosse Pointe Park, 
Srebernak retired from 
the department in 2016, 
and came to the City.

Before joining the 
Ci ty ’s  department , 
Herrgott was a sergeant 
in the Pontiac Police 
Department.

Promotions

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE CITY OF GROSSE POINTE PUBLIC 
SAFETY DEPARTMENT

Srebernak’s wife, Helen, pins his badge on.

Herrgott’s father, David, pins his badge on.

From left, former Public Safety Director Stephen 
Poloni, Sgt. Joseph Srebernak, Sgt. Michael 
Herrgott and City Manager Pete Dame.

Herrgott is sworn in as a sergeant by City Clerk Julie 
Arthurs.

Srebernak is sworn in as a sergeant by City Clerk 
Julie Arthurs.
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Melissa Fradenburg 
began her career in 
what she described as 
“the stereotype of what 
a stockbroker is” — 
plopping down at a 
desk, picking up the 
phone and calling per-
son after person.

“You start dialing and 
smiling and try to sell 
p e o p l e  s t u f f , ” 
Fradenburg laughed.

She quickly disliked 
the idea of the sales job. 
Fradenburg used the 
position to help her get 
licensed in the fi nancial 
world and left soon after 
the licensure was com-
plete.

“I ended up working 
at  a  bagel  shop,” 
Fradenburg said as she 
recounted her summer 
of 2001. “Not everyone 
knows what (they) want 
to do. Sometimes you 
kind of fall into things.”

A s  F r a d e n b u r g 
worked through that 
summer, she fell into a 
new opportunity.

Her dad ended up get-
ting her an interview 
wi th  Oppenhe imer 
Funds through a friend 
of his in New York City. 
Fradenburg and the 
friend talked on the 
phone and scheduled 
the interview fi rst thing 
on a Tuesday morning 
in the World Trade 
Center.

When she got off the 

p h o n e ,  h e r  m o m 
reminded her of the hair 
appointment she made 
the same Tuesday morn-
ing. Fradenburg said 
she could not miss the 
hair appointment, so 
she got back on the 
phone and moved the 
meeting up to Monday.

“So I went on Monday, 
which was Sept. 10, 
2001,” Fradenburg said. 
“Needless to say, the 
next day, I did not get 
that job.”

T h e  p o s i t i o n 

Fradenburg was pursu-
ing when she narrowly 
avoided the 9/11 catas-
trophe she later got with 
the Hartford Funds, 
w h i c h  u l t i m a t e l y 
b r o u g h t  h e r  t o 
Michigan.

After meeting her 
husband and having 
t w o  c h i l d r e n , 
Fradenburg decided to 
transition to the role of 
stay-at-home mom. She 
picked up do-it-yourself 
projects during the 
same time.

“I felt bad spending 
money,” Fradenburg 
said, explaining it was 
hard for her to do so 
when she felt like it was 
her husband’s. So, she 
started picking up 
money-saving tricks.

“I love to decorate,” 
she said. “I would try to 
find inexpensive ways 
to do things. … I just 
love finding DIY proj-
ects. I love to find 
things, I love to save 
money … fi nd things at 
Home Goods and Target 
and make it look high-
end. It drives my hus-
band nuts.”

Her time as a stay-at-
home mom was what 
eventually inspired her 
purpose-driven career in 
fi nancial planning aimed 
toward women.

“I connected with 
moms and made friends, 
and I was blown away by 
the dynamic that women 
give up interesting jobs 
to stay home with their 
k ids , ”  F radenburg 
recounted. “A lot of 
really smart, educated 
women with great 
careers take time off and 
I see that they lose con-
fidence — especially 
with money; they feel 
like they’re spending 
their husband’s money.

“I saw a few friends go 
through divorce and 
they felt lost, or stay in 
bad marriages because 
they ’ re  f inanc ia l ly 
dependent on their 
spouse.”

Fradenburg’s moth-
er’s need of financial 
help was ultimately the 
spark that led her back 
to work.

“My own mother went 
through a later-in-life 
divorce that blindsided 
her,” Fradenburg said. 
“At 60 (years old), she 
had to rethink her whole 
life.”

She brought  her 
mother to a financial 
advisor in Grosse Pointe, 
w h o  e n c o u r a g e d 
Fradenburg and gave 
her the means to go back 
to work in the fi nancial 
world.

“I knew that this was 
my purpose,” she said. “I 
didn’t need to go back to 
work financially, but I 
felt useless.”

She aimed her career 
goals at helping women, 
which ultimately moved 
her to a fi rm owned by 
women.

In November 2019, 
Fradenburg opened a 
b r a n c h  o f  P e a r l 
Planning in Grosse 
Pointe,  a company 
whose story and origin 
stems from wanting to 
help women empower 
themselves by getting a 
hold on their fi nances.

“One of our focuses is 
r e a l l y  j u s t  b e i n g 
approachable and not 
taking the approach 
that your investments 
(or) finances (are) so 
complicated that you 
have to work with us,” 
F r a d e n b u r g  s a i d . 

“You’re going to be OK.
“(We just want) to 

give people the peace of 
mind that they can do 
this.”

T h o u g h  P e a r l 
Planning does market 
toward women, its cli-
ents include men and 
couples, as well.

Fradenburg said the 
company feels like a 
much better fi t than the 
groups she had worked 
for previously.

“I worked with all 
males,” Fradenburg 
said. “It’s a man’s world. 
It’s changing, but it’s 
just one of those indus-
tries where there (are) 
not as many women. I’d 
love to encourage more 
women because I think 
it’s a place where we 
should be.”

Outside of  work, 
Fradenburg has made 
commitments in the 
community that strive 
toward the same goal of 
uplifting other women. 
She is a board member 
of Phoemale, a Grosse 
Pointe charity that part-
ners with shelters and 
nonprofi t organizations 
to help women survi-
vors of domestic vio-
lence, sexual assault, 
human trafficking or 
homelessness rebuild 
their lives. The organi-
zation’s name comes 
from combining the 
words “phoenix” and 
“female.” They use the 
slogan: “A woman rising 
from ashes.”

By Kate Vanderstelt
Staff Writer

Empowering women to pick themselves up fi nancially

COURTESY PHOTO

Melissa Fradenburg

ing, the chairman of the 
personnel committee, 
Councilman Jim Robson, 
was to meet with 
Sizeland to convey the 
sense of the council as it 
related to his personnel 
review.

“There has been a 
great deal of speculation 
on the discussions held 
in closed door in the pub-
lic,” Denner said. “I want 
to emphasize that closed 

door discussions are 
strictly confi dential.”

Denner moved that the 
council set Sizeland’s 
salary to $100,000, honor 
the  prov is ions  in 
Sizeland’s contract, sum-
marize goals for Sizeland 
and give him feedback in 
six months. 

Councilman Vikas 
Relan stated he was look-
ing forward to working 
with Sizeland, but has an 
issue with raises in the 
current state of the world.

“I do have an issue 
with giving anyone a 

raise at this point,” Relan 
said. “Working in my job, 
or corporate, I under-
stand that COVID is still 
pretty relevant and prev-
alent. Through my work, 
I understand that not 
many people are getting 
raises.”

During the special 
council meeting Jan. 25, 
Relan voted to approve a 
4 percent pay raise for 
Jane Blahut, city fi nance 
director/clerk/treasurer, 
without mentioning 
COVID. 

Relan expressed a 
desire to move the raise 
back to be enacted after 
Sizeland’s next evalua-
tion, six months from 
now.

Councilwoman Aimee 
Fluitt stated she felt the 
council should have been 
going back into closed 
session and that no more 
room for private discus-
sion was a surprise to 
her. Fluitt said she would 
be voting no.

“First of all, this was 
not what I expected,” 
Fluitt said. “I thought we 

would be going back into 
closed session for further 
discussion so this is a 
surprise.

“I would have to agree 
with the issue with the 
pay increase,” Fluitt said. 
“I don’t think it’s com-
mensurate with his expe-
rience. I also think an 11 
percent pay increase is 
pretty big and I don’t 
think that’s appropriate 
if we are going to be 
coming back and doing 
another review in six 
months.”

Fluitt also asked to 
establish a date in six 
months for the review 
s e s s i o n .  D e n n e r 
responded that the cal-
endar fl uctuates and that 
is why he left it open 
with the six-month time-
frame.

Robson said he is in 
approval of the increase 
due to the relationally 
low salary Sizeland 
receives. 

“Even wi th  that 
$10,000 increase … the 
$100,000 salary would 
still make Mr. Sizeland 

the lowest paid city man-
ager of all the Grosse 
Pointes,” Robson said. 
“In that context, I am 
comfortable with the 
increase.”

Councilwoman Darci 
McConnell stated she 
was grateful for the 
opportunity to collabo-
rate with everyone and 
that she will be voting 
yes.

“While I have some 
concerns about granting 
a pay increase for many 
reasons, it’s my under-
standing that this was 
part of the initial con-
tract negotiations and, if 
not granted, this ... could 
result in a protracted 
legal battle, ultimately 
cost taxpayer dollars,” 
McConnell said. “So I 
will be voting yes for the 
reasons I just mentioned 
and I look forward to col-
laborating with my col-
leagues as well as the 
city manager.”

The motion to approve 
Sizeland’s pay increase 
was passed 6-1, with 
Fluitt voting no.

After the vote was 
taken, Fluitt proposed an 
investigation into who 

may have leaked infor-
mation from the closed 
session Monday, Jan. 25. 

“I think it’s important 
to say that someone may 
have broken the law,” 
Fluitt said. “Without dis-
closing any details, based 
on the information con-
tained in the various 
emails that we received, 
many of which had simi-
lar claims and verbiage, I 
believe this effort was 
meant to have an effect 
on what are supposed to 
be confi dential delibera-
tions. ...

“I’m going to ask that 
council begin an investi-
gation into who broke 
the confidentiality to 
which we were enjoined 
by the city attorney,” she 
said. “There are legal 
consequences, in fact, 
when issues related to 
the Open Meetings Act 
have come to court in the 
past; intent has played 
an important part. I 
believe confidentiality 
was broken with intent.”

Fluitt’s proposal was 
tabled and placed on the 
agenda for the city coun-
cil meeting scheduled 
Monday, Feb. 8.

RAISE:
Continued from page 1A
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GRETYL TIPPYTIPPY
Female, 2 years old,
German Shepherd.
Miss Personable.

Female, 3 years old,
German Shepherd.

Miss Friendly.

Female, 3 years old,
German Shepherd.

Miss Shy.

BENITABENITA RIVERRIVER
Female, turns 3

years old in March,
German Shepherd.

Miss Social.

www.gpbr.com

Only one website 
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and a list of homes 
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City of Grosse Pointe

Unemployment 
fraud

A 54-year-old Grosse 
Pointe man discovered his 
identity had been used to 
fraudulently apply for 
unemployment in Ohio.

Political feuding 
revisited

After attending a Trump 
rally in early January, a 
54-year-old Grosse Pointe 
woman found herself to 
be a target of social media 
attacks. Following social 
media posts, she was the 
target of bulletin board 
flyers in two area busi-
nesses. The victim accused 
the 48-year-old Farms 
woman who made the 
social media posts. 

Subsequent investiga-
tion from the police found 
that the Farms woman 
was out of town when the 
fl yers were placed and is 
not a suspect.

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about this and other 
crimes to the City of 
Grosse Pointe Public 
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Shores

Expensive 
identity theft

A 79-year-old Shores 
man filed a report 
Thursday, Jan. 28, after 
being notified a credit 
card had been opened in 
his name with a Detroit 
address. It already had 
$10,000 worth of pur-
chases charged to it.

Awaiting 
charges

Felony charges of fl ee-
ing and eluding, false ID, 

operating under the infl u-
ence and driving while 
license suspended cur-
rently are awaiting autho-
rization by the Wayne 
County Prosecutor ’s 
Offi ce for a 41-year-old St. 
Clair Shores man.

After traveling approxi-
mately 60 mph on 
Lakeshore Road at 8:02 
p.m. Friday, Jan. 29, the 
man was arrested for eight 
valid warrants and a pre-
liminary breath test 
showed his blood alcohol 
content to be .22 percent.

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Shores Public Safety, (313) 
881-5500.

Grosse Pointe Park

Not my card
A business in the 17000 

block of Mack received a 
call from an unknown 
individual wanting to pur-
chase items over the 
phone at 3:06 p.m. 
Monday, Jan. 25. 

The cardholder notifi ed 
the business they did not 
authorize use of the card, 
indicating credit card 
fraud was occurring. The 
business stopped the sale.

The identity of the caller 
is unknown.

Another town
A 39-year-old Detroit 

man was arrested on a 
warrant by City of Grosse 
Pointe public safety at 
12:26 a.m. Wednesday, 
Jan. 27.

He also was found to 
have an outstanding war-

rant for his arrest in 
Grosse Pointe Park.

New account
At noon Tuesday, Jan. 

19, a woman discovered 
that a Home Depot credit 
card had been opened in 
her name without her 
knowledge.

The victim canceled the 
account.

Warrants
Shortly after 9 a.m. 

Wednesday, Jan. 27, a 
31-year-old Detroit man 
was stopped for speeding 
at Mack and Somerset. 

Upon stopping him, the 
public safety officer dis-
covered the driver had sev-
eral warrants out for his 
arrest.

Unemployment 
at all costs

A woman in the 1000 
block of Whittier realized 
at 12:39 p.m. Wednesday, 
Jan. 27, that someone had 
fi led for unemployment in 
her name.

The suspect is yet 
unknown.

Defective 
equipment

Public safety stopped a 
33-year-old Detroit woman 
at 10:14 p.m. Wednesday, 
Jan. 27, near Mack and 
Nottingham for having 
defective equipment.

She was arrested when 
the offi cer found she had 
been driving on a sus-
pended license and had a 
warrant out for her arrest.

— Kate Vanderstelt
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Park Public Safety, (313) 
822-7400.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Incognito 
A 43-year-old Detroit 

man was noticed driving 
his 2002 Mercury at Mack 
and Bournemouth with no 
headlights at 12:53 a.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 27.  

The man had no form of 
ID to present the offi cer 
who pulled him over; he 
was found to be driving on 
a suspended license. 

The man was issued 
citations for both offenses.

47 in a 25 
At 3:20 p.m. Thursday, 

Jan. 28, a Detroit man was 
pulled over at Allard and 
Arthur for driving 47 miles 
per hour in a 25 mph zone.  

The 18 year-old driver 
of the 2020 Nissan also 
had a suspended license. 

He was issued citations 
for both offenses.

Broken window
A resident of the 1900 

block of Prestwick noticed 
a man wearing a blue sur-
gical mask and blue latex 
gloves at the side of her 
mother’s car at 4:09 p.m. 
Sunday, Jan. 31. 

She stated the suspect 
was holding “a window-
punch tool.” 

The suspect then broke 
a window on the car, at 
which point the resident 
shouted at him. 

He fl ed north on Craig 
Street in a white Chevy 

Impala. 
— Kate Vanderstelt 

Report information 
about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Woods Public Safety, 
(313) 343-2400.

Grosse Pointe Farms

Double-digit 
suspensions

A 24-year-old Detroit 
man was arrested for 24 
suspensions and five 
arrest warrants after being 
pulled over for improper 
plates on westbound 
Mack Avenue at 8 p.m. 
Monday, Jan. 25.

Trespassing 
After being advised two 

days prior to not return, a 
61-year-old Detroit man 
was arrested for trespass-
ing in a business in the 
19000 block of Mack 

Avenue at 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 27.

Three felony 
warrants

A 45-year-old Farms 
man was arrested 
Thursday, Jan. 28, for 
three felony warrants for 
fraud, child support and 
theft.

Possession 
of drug 
paraphernalia 

A 32-year-old St. Clair 
Shores woman was 
arrested for possession of 
drug paraphernalia after 
being involved in a vehicle 
accident at Fisher Road 
and Lakeshore Road at 
8:20 a.m. Sunday, Jan. 31.

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Farms Public Safety, (313) 
885-2100.

PUBLIC SAFETY

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — Group fi tness 
classes return to the 
Woods Community 
Center Monday, Feb. 8.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Recreation Supervisor 
Nicole Gerhart, classes 
return after being shut 
down Tuesday, Nov. 10. 

As of Wednesday, Jan. 13, 
the Michigan Department 
of Health and Human 
Services had given orders 
to allow indoor fitness 
classes to resume.

The procedure is the 
same as it was previously. 

Fitness classes resume

See FITNESS, page 8A

020421

313-882-SAFE (7233)
19261 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Woods, 48236

Follow us on Instagram @thecornerstudiogp(313) 821-4374

BIG HEART

 

LOVE IS JUST 
AROUND THE CORNER

 
19565 MACK AVE  GROSSE POINTE WOODS

RED HOT
Couple’s infrared 

sauna for $20
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Racial equity
To the Editor;

The Grosse Pointe 
Unitarian Church Racial 
Equity Task Force would 
like to compliment the 
Grosse Pointe News on 
two recent articles. 

O n e  h i g h l i g h t e d 
Joseph Herd as the fi rst 
Black president of the 
Grosse Pointe school 

board and the other 
described the new Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. historical plaque at 
South High School.  

We hope that the 
Grosse Pointe News con-
tinues to provide cover-
age of news articles 
supportive of racial 
equity in the Grosse 
Pointe community while 

also addressing reports 
and incidences of injus-
tice. 

MARK FRANCHETT            
SONJA FRANCHETT 

FREDA GIBLIN 
SUZANNE ROSS 

TERESA RAMSEY
THE REV. ALEX RIEGEL 

MARLANE 
WASHINGTON
CHRIS VADINO

SUSAN BOYNTON           
ED MARCK

JENNY MARCK               
LORI PANZENHAGEN 

DANIE, RATHBUN           
RUSSELL CHAVEY           
JENEVIEVE LILLY

Good 
Samaritans
To the Editor:

On Wednesday last, 
Jan. 27, about 10 a.m., 
my walker collapsed and 
I fell entangled in it. 

Fortunately, my helper, 
Mary, was in the house 
and called 911. 

Within minutes, two 
men from MedStar and a 
police officer, Officer 
Reygaert, arrived with 
masks and a portable 
unit to check my vital 
signs. They knew exactly 
how to lift me and asked 
many questions about 
any possible injuries. 
They strongly suggested 
I go to the ER to get 
checked out. I felt “fi ne” 
and refused same. 

Their professionalism, 
effi ciency, courtesy and 
understanding was out-
standing. They refused 
any “consideration” I 
offered. 

My sincerest thank-
you for this outstanding 
service.

TOM MACKEY
Grosse Pointe Farms

GROSSE POINTE NEWS, FEBRUARY 4, 2021

6A  |  OPINION

LETTERS
The Grosse Pointe News welcomes your letters to
the editor. All letters should be typed, double-spaced 
and signed. Letters longer than 250 words may be
edited for length. All letters may be edited for
content. We reserve the right to refuse any letter. 
Include daytime phone number for verifi cation
or questions. The deadline for letters is 3 p.m. 
Monday. Letters to the editor may by emailed to
editor@grossepointenews.com.

O U R  V I E W

The opinions expressed in letters and guest columns are not necessarily views shared by the Grosse Pointe News.
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‘W
hat mental health needs is more 
sunlight, more candor and more 
unashamed conversation”; but 
what does that mean to you? 
Mental health is realizing to what 

extent an individual can cope with stress or psycho-
logical issues. It is vital to keep it at the fi rst of priori-
ties to function in everyday life. Students deal with 
stress, trauma and a multitude of pressures every 
day. As a community, we should be paying attention, 
looking out for one another and making sure we 
have affordable mental health care in our communi-
ties.

Some students go without the mental health care 
they need simply because the social or fi nancial 
cost of help is more than they can afford. Parents 
often get fi xated on success/education and unwit-
tingly prioritize college admissions above their 
child’s mental health. Many teens hide their mental 
health needs because they are afraid to ask for help 
and face their parents’ disappointment. 

It’s a vicious cycle that comes at the cost of a 
student’s health. Suicide has been the third leading 
cause of death between ages 15 to 19 for too long. 
It’s time students get the help they deserve, instead 
of worrying about if they’re good enough. How can 
we do better? I think we can begin by having regu-
lar, casual conversations at the dinner table about 
mental wellness and simply asking if your child is 
really OK? Could we scale back our focus on grades 
and achievement and just ask, “How are you feel-
ing?” 

The pain and fi nality of suicide never fully sub-
sides and leaves us all with lingering questions of 
what we could have done differently. How did we 
miss the signs of a fatal disease? Did we just not 
pay close enough attention to the signs? Friends, 
staff members and family members wish they could 
go back and catch the early signs of their loved 
one’s crippling mental health needs, but are left 
with the pain of all the “what-ifs.” As a community, 
it’s our responsibility to help youths get the help 

they need. What if we normalized conversations 
about mental health? What if we ended the stigma 
surrounding it so there is one less barrier to help? 

The thing about mental health is that it can con-
sume individuals, impeding their day-to-day func-
tioning. “One in fi ve youth have a mental health 
condition, but sadly fewer than half receive any 
mental health services.” (NAMI) And what are the 
reasons why fewer people are receiving services? 

Some people are afraid of speaking out, some 
believe they can fi x it on their own and others can-
not afford the help they desire. So they continue to 
hold everything in like intrusive thoughts and long, 
sleepless nights and the stress of all of the pres-
sures continually piling on their shoulders. 

As adults, you get to make choices that benefi t 
children/young adults; if you do not use that privi-
lege, you are in the wrong. Counselors everywhere 
offer time to speak with students, a chance to con-
nect or just a chance to breathe. That safe space 
feels so good, so relieving, but once you walk out 
of their offi ce, the needs and demands come rush-
ing back. I need to study; I need to do my home-
work; I need to clean my room; I need to help my 
family and I need to breathe. We need more safe 
spaces. Not just counselors’ offi ces, but safe spaces 
in our homes and our communities where we can 
speak those brave and necessary words, “I need 
help.” 

I implore you all to act. Be the safe parent, grand-
parent, aunt or uncle. Create safe spaces and be a 
harbor in the storm for the youths in our commu-
nity. We need all of you and we can make it through 
together. I know I vow to “be the change.” I am 
working within my school community to raise 
awareness about mental health, reduce stigma and 
increase help-seeking. I am part of a peer-to-peer 
support program focused on these goals and I won’t 
stop until I make my community a better and safer 
place for all.

Ada Johnson is a junior at Grosse Pointe North 
High School. She lives in Grosse Pointe Woods.

Ask your teen, ‘Are you OK?’
G U E S T  V I E W  By Ada Johnson

A
s the search for a new school superinten-
dent gets underway, the Board of 
Education also must consider renewal of 
individual contracts for several of the dis-
trict’s top administrators.   

At their Jan. 25 meeting, board members discussed 
whether new superintendents prefer to select their 
own team and what lengths of contract extensions are 
appropriate. 

The answers seem to be that new superintendents 
rarely, if ever, want to clean house immediately; one 
expert suggested a solid executive team often helps 
attract well-qualifi ed candidates to the top job. When 
new superintendents do realign staff, it’s generally 
over a period of years.

It is considered the norm in education circles for top 
administrators to sign individual three-year contracts 
and then, after a year or two, receive annual one-year 
extensions. New superintendents know they will 
arrive to fi nd virtually every employee under contract.

The contracts under consideration cover people 
Superintendent Gary Niehaus described as the exec-
utive administrative team. If approved by the board at 
its meeting Monday, the extensions would go to June 
30, 2023, according to Superintendent Niehaus’ memo.

In the Grosse Pointe Public School System, two 
deputy superintendents get a base salary of $148,032; 
for the three directors whose contracts are under con-
sideration, it’s $134,693. Their contracts also include 
fringe benefi ts, bonuses for good evaluations and a 
longevity factor, among other adjustments.

The four contracts awaiting renewal are for Deputy 
Superintendent Jon Dean and Directors Maureen 
Bur, Keith Howell and Stefanie Hayes. Deputy 
Superintendent Amanda Matheson, the other execu-
tive administrator at this level, is not involved since 
she was hired mid-2020 and signed a three-year con-
tract then. 

While we understand that a one year contract 
extension may be necessary for some of these admin-
istrators, we suggest that the board members take a 
hard look at the administrative team they want the 
new superintendent to inherit.

Administrative 
team in place?

M
ichigan’s public schools have weath-
ered the fi rst year of the COVID-19 
pandemic without too much fi nancial 
disruption, thank heavens. That in-
cludes the Grosse Pointe Public School 

System, and credit should go where it’s due — to the 
state budget worked out late last summer by the gov-
ernor and the Michigan Legislature.

The district’s enrollment fell by 526, compared to 
the original budget estimate of a loss of 200. But with 
a revised accounting method for enrollment, the dis-
trict got charged for losing the equivalent of only 122 
students. The district also had budgeted for a cut in 
per-student fi nancial aid, when in fact the fi nal state 
budget held the grant steady. 

The district also has faced increasing expenses, 
of course, including for new staff contracts and one-
time bonuses based on fi nancial metrics from the 
2020 fi scal year.

There have been extra expenses because of 
COVID-19, and it’s not clear whether increased fed-
eral spending for schools will cover all of them. The 
lack of receipts from athletic events is another miss-
ing element.

So, despite the mostly good news, the district still 
expects expenses to exceed revenues. The district’s 
fund balance, or accumulated savings that help 

District weathers 
loss of students

See GPPSS BUDGET, page 7A

Pure 
Grosse 
Pointe
Former Grosse Pointe 
Shores resident Joe Rich, 
now of St. Clair Shores, 
sent in this photo, stating, 
“I was driving down 
Lakeshore on my way 
home from work, about 
5:30 yesterday (Jan. 27), 
and found the most beau-
tiful picture of the yacht 
club. The sun was shining 
on the club and the moon 
in the background. I 
named it ‘The Sun and 
the Moon.’ Thought your 
readers would love it!” 
We are sure they will! 
Thanks, Joe!

PHOTO BY JOE RICH
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Are we addicted to our phones?

W
here is 
your cell 
p h o n e 
r i g h t 
n o w ? 

Perhaps you’re reading 
this on your phone or 
your computer or read-
ing the paper and your 
phone is a few inches 
away.

Cell phones have 
become the adul t 
“Binky.” A security blan-
ket of sorts. We rely on 
them to store informa-
tion. We listen to pod-
casts or audio books, 
pay bills and watch mov-
ies on them. We use 

them to socialize. How 
many times have you 
said, or heard someone 
say, “My life is on that 
phone.”

Young people don’t set 
up their voicemail 
because it’s all about 
texting. They send thou-
sands of texts a month. I 
don’t think they realize 
their phone is actually a 
phone. A while back, 
ABC News did a story on 
a 16-year-old who 
needed surgery because 
she got carpal tunnel 
from sending over 100 
texts a day.

If we need to find 
information, we use our 
phone. Want to look up 
restaurants or movie 
times? We use our 
phone. Have a question 
about something? We 
use our phone to search 
for the answer.

People below a certain 
age don’t know what it 
was like to live without 
having access to a phone 
for everything. Back in 
the day we used the 
Yellow Pages to find a 
business or used a road 
atlas if we were going on 
a road trip. (I loved 
those.) GPS didn’t exist 
yet. 

I drove by myself from 
Michigan to the Grand 
Canyon in Arizona, 
where I was going to 
spend time living and 
working. I had a car with 
only an AM/FM radio 
that didn’t always get 
reception. There was no 
satellite anything. But 
there were hours of 
silence on that trip. That 
wouldn’t be the case 
now.

In today’s world it is 
hard to imagine not hav-

ing a cell phone. When 
cell phones began to 
become popular,  I 
resisted getting one. “I 
don’t need one,” I said. 
“I’m fine.” Then, not 
long after uttering what 
now seems like a ridicu-
lous statement, I got one. 

It was great. I couldn’t 
believe the information I 
had at my fingertips. I 
could call someone, 
check email, look things 
up all without having to 
be at home or in front of 
a computer. It was as 
mobile as I was. 

Cell phones are pricey 
and even though we 
complain, we still shell 
out a crazy amount to 
have one. They are 
almost less of a phone 
and more of a camera, a 
computer and a way to 
socialize.

Are we addicted to our 

cell phones? Are we lost 
without them? Is it 
annoying that compa-
nies make them out of 
glass so they break eas-
ily? Yes. To all of that.

Look around at people 
when you are out. Many 
are glued to their 
screens. And we’ve all 
heard someone in the 
grocery store chatting 
away on their phone 
while they browse the 
aisles.

It is said the average 
person looks at their 
phone more than 100 
times a day. I know I 
have found myself 
checking email  or 
Facebook during com-
mercials. Really? I think 
to myself. You can’t go 
88 seconds without 
being distracted by your 
phone? 

Do you look at your 

phone before going to 
sleep? Of course, we 
know we aren’t sup-
posed to because it dis-
rupts our sleep and 
causes eye strain. Don’t 
even get me started with 
the radiation a cell phone 
emits. (I have a protec-
tive cover). We are sup-
posed to limit our time 
on our phones, turn 
down the brightness and 
turn on the blue light fi l-
ter. 

Do we use our phones 
to cope with boredom? 
Maybe. Part of it is that 
we can find so many 
things to laugh at, dis-
cover, learn and distract 
us, that at times it is hard 
to put down. Maybe we 
could set limits for scroll-
ing and browsing. That 
sounds like a good idea. 
I’ll make a note of it. 
Wait, where’s my phone?

YESTERDAY’S HEADLINES

1946
75 years ago this week

U R G E  P O L I C E , 
FIREMEN MERGER: 
The resignation of 
Police Chief Joseph 
Trombley of Grosse 
Po in te  Farms  has 
thrown the councils of 
that village into a quan-
dary and incidentally 
has revived the dor-
mant agitation for a 
combining of both the 
police and fire depart-
ments with those of the 
City of Grosse Pointe.

PARK ASKS FOR 
PERMIT: The Contract 
and Investment com-
pany, of which George 
H. Vawter is president, 
presented a petition to 
the Park Village Board 
of Commissioners ask-
ing for an amendment 
to the present village 
zoning ordinance which 
would permit the erec-
tion of a clubhouse for 
the Automobile Club of 

Michigan on the south-
west corner of East 
Jefferson and Somerset 
Road.

O b i t u a r i e s :  J o h n 
Norton Lord Jr.

1971
50 years ago this week

FATHER, SON BOTH 
WORLD CHAMPIONS: 
One might have guessed 
that since the Detroit 
area is the hub of ice-
boating activity in the 
United States, there 
would probably be a 
Pointer or two some-
where who is heavily 
involved in the sport 
somehow and may even 
be a champion of some 
kind. John Woodhouse 
sails a Renegade in the 
International Renegade 
Ice Yacht Association 
while his son, Tim, is a 
member in good stand-
ing of the International 
DN Class  Iceboat 
Association. Both are 
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ensure its cash fl ow, is estimated to remain just 
below the recommended level of 15 percent of 
expenditures.

Some additional federal money for schools may 
still be coming, although it appears to be part of 
what is being held hostage by Republican legislative 
leaders as they feud with Gov. Whitmer. They want 
her to cede emergency powers she and the Health 
Department have been exercising during the pan-
demic. 

Schools are clearly the wrong pawn in this pro-
longed dispute. Legislators and the governor should 
maintain their excellent record of stabilizing schools 
— especially as districts such as Grosse Pointe aim 
for full-time schedules next month.

CITY OF HARPER WOODS
PLANNING COMMISSION

19617 HARPER
HARPER WOODS, MICHIGAN 48225

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Harper Woods 
Planning Commission will be holding a Public Hearing on 
Wednesday, February 24, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. for the purpose 
of obtaining public input and comment on a request from Tim 
Horton’s, to re-zone Parcel # 42 012 01 0063 000, Lots 63 to 
74 82 83 and Vacated Alleys Beg at Intersection of N Line 
of Vernier Rd 204ft Wide and W Line of Beaconsfi eld Ave 
93ft Wide Also Being S E Cor Lot 67 Th N70deg 04m 15s 
W 150ft Th N19deg 29m 05s E 200ft Th S70deg 04m 15s E 
150ft Th S19deg 29m 05s W 200ft Pob 0.69 Acres Obenauer 
Barber Laing Cos Lafayette Sub Pc Ff L59 P19 WCR from 
C-2, Special Business District, to C-1, General Business 
District. The public hearing will be held in the Municipal 
Building, 19617 Harper, Harper Woods, 48225.

The lot being requested to be re-zoned is located north of 
M-102 Vernier Road, south of E. Eight Mile Road and west 
of Beaconsfi eld. An area map of the of the proposed parcel 
to be re-zoned is available for public inspection in the City 
Clerk’s Offi ce, Monday through Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. Residents who are unable to attend this hearing may 
submit their comments in writing to the City Clerk’s Offi ce 
before February 24, 2021.
_________________________
Leslie M. Frank, City Clerk

Posted: Feb. 2, 2021
Published: GPN, Feb. 4, 2021

GPPSS BUDGET:
Continued from page 6A

world champions.
RESTAURANT PLEA 

OPPOSED: A proposed 
restaurant scheduled to 
be bui l t  on Mack 
between Lennon and 
Van Antwerp faced 
another setback at the 
regular city council 
meeting of  Grosse 
Pointe Woods, when 
residents turned out in 
force to object to the 
building and the issue 
was tabled until the 
next morning.

Obituaries: Lawrence 
Knight Butler, Esther 
Mayo Hartzell, Richard 
J. Kowalski, John H. 
Schummer, Elsie O. 
Bentz, Helen Miller, 
Mabel  E .  L inco ln , 
Kristen Sue Lang

1996
25 years ago this week

F A R M S  C U T S 
NUMBER OF VOTING 
PRECINCTS: In a move 
to save money and 
make tabulating elec-
tion results easier, the 
Grosse Pointe Farms 
City Council voted 6-1 
to reduce the number of 
election precincts from 
seven to five. However, 
the Farms now faces 
the possibility of having 
fewer delegates at the 
county convention.

PARK PONDERS 
PARKING PERMITS: 
The issue of parking 
permits came up at a 
recent Park council 
meeting when a resi-
dent concerned about 
the shortage of parking 
in certain residential 
neighborhoods asked 
about their feasibility. 

Deborah Ferris, while 
talking about a parking 
lot at the corner of 
Mack and Beaconsfield, 
suggested to the coun-
cil that city officials 
consider issuing park-
ing permits to residents 
in certain Park neigh-
borhoods.

Obituaries: Carolyn 
Postiff Scarborough, 
S h a r o n  S o p h i a 
Spiliadis, Cynthia A. 
Veen, Albert F. Fiorello 
Sr., Serie K. Wigton, 
D o r o t h y  B r o u c k e , 
Lianna Clark, Stanton 
Carroll Crawford, Betty 
Lou Antich, Wayne L. 
Myers M.D.

2011
10 years ago this week

P O L I C E  G I V E N 
CRUISER: Even men in 
blue need a white 
knight once in a while. 
I n  G r o s s e  Po i n t e 
Shores, aid is coming 
in the form of a free 
police car. An anony-
mous family in the 
Shores donated a 2010 
Crown Victoria inter-
ceptor for the public 
safety department, tak-
ing $21,000 of pressure 
off the budget.

TA K I N G  A W A Y 
PARKING METERS: 
The odds of getting a 
parking ticket in The 
Village are slated to go 
down this  summer 
when two municipal 
lots are stripped of 
coin-operated meters. 
If things go as planned, 
meters will be replaced 
with gated systems, as 

in the district’s city-
owned parking struc-
ture. Gates also outfox 
drivers who park at 
metered spots without 
paying.

Obituaries: Donald A. 
Carter Sr., Peter Hale 
Gushee, Robert Allen 
Hol lenbeck,  Patr ick 

Joseph Keating, Priscilla 
Posselius, Frederica S. 
Rentsch ler,  Samuel 
S c a r f o n e ,  R o b e r t 
Samuel Miles, Richard 
C. McBrien, Mary Lou 
Fetterman, James Lewis 
Schueler Jr., Mary Grace 
Adams, Cynthia Lynn 
Moran

Subscribe To The

And Have It Delivered
Every Thursday!

Don’t Let Bad Weather
Stop You From Getting

The Latest News!
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Registration for each 
class is one week ahead 
of its date and can be 
done online or by phone 
at (313) 343-2408. 
Registration began at 8 
a.m. Monday, Feb. 1.

“In order to maintain 
social distancing, there is 

a limit of 11 participants 
per class and participants 
are required to register 
ahead of time for class,” 
according to Gerhart.

Masks must be worn at 
all times. All participants 
must undergo a COVID-
19 screening by staff 
members at the entrance 
and will be allowed to 
enter the room 15 min-
utes before the class 

starts.
Classes include yoga; 

chair yoga; Fitness, 
Vitality and Health; 
Senior Fit 20-20-20; and 
Senior Core Strength and 
Balance. Class partici-
pants will remain in 6-by-
6- foot  squares  to 
maintain social distanc-
ing, according to Gerhart.

— Kate Vanderstelt

FITNESS:
Continued from page 5A 

GROSSE POINTE 
SHORES — Since a pump 
in the Shores’ Cook Road 
Pump Station broke and 
became completely inop-
erable Nov. 30, the station 
has been operating with 
only one of two automatic 
pumps the last two 
months. 

While the pump was 
sent in for an approxi-
mate $10,000 repair and 
was reinstalled Jan. 27, 

the situation led city offi -
cials to consider the 
necessity of having an 
extra backup pump on 
hand.

“Had this happened at 
any other time during the 
year, it would have been a 
major emergency, requir-
ing a pump immediately 
to be reinstalled,” Public 
Works Director Michael 
Way said. “Operating that 
station at nearly 50 per-
cent, meaning only one of 
two pumps, should not 
happen for any long 

period of time, anything 
longer than a few days, 
depending on weather.”

Following a unanimous 
vote by city council dur-
ing its meeting Tuesday, 
Jan. 19, the city will pur-
chase a new ABS sub-
mersible dry pit sewage 
pump for approximately 
$28,000, including instal-
lation. Staff currently is 
exploring options for the 
best price point. 

Once the new pump is 
installed along with the 
repaired one, the other 

pump, currently in work-
ing condition but which 
recently had a fail signal 
alert, will be sent in for 
maintenance with an 
approximate $10,000 
price tag.

Since both pumps were 
installed at the same time 
eight years ago, Way said, 
it’s likely the same prob-
lems would occur for 
both within a similar 
timeframe. 

While the station now 
will have a backup pump 
in the case of an emer-

gency, the city also plans 
to swap out the pumps 
and send one in for main-
tenance every fi ve years 
to prevent emergencies 
from happening in the 
fi rst place.

This is protocol many 
pump stations have 
begun adopting, Way 
reported.

The purchase comes 
amid the beginning 
stages of a major sewer 
infrastructure project 
within the city, which 
could include rebuilding 

the Kerby Road Pump 
Station. 

“Is there a chance that 
we’re going to build a 
new pump station down 
there?” Way addressed 
before the vote. “Sure. Is 
it going to happen in the 
next two years, in five 
years, in 10 years? I don’t 
know. When is our cur-
rent pump that we’re run-
ning right now going to 
break? It could break 
next week and we’re 
going to need a pump to 
replace it.”

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Backup pump to prevent basement fl ooding

GROSSE POINTE 
SHORES — A $7 million 
project to repair leaks in 
the Shores’ sewage pipes 
is nearing the construction 
phase, which should begin 
in July if the city does not 

request an extension to 
pursue a loan program 
through the state.

The necessity of the 
work is due to a memo-
randum of understanding 
between the city and the 
Southeast  Macomb 
Sewage Disposal to 
reduce the exceedance of 

discharges to the Grosse 
Pointe Interceptor within 
an agreed upon series of 
dates. With the Shores 
allowed a maximum dis-
charge of 3.0 CFS (cubic 
feet per second), it was 
required to pay $132,000 
in fi scal year 2020 as an 
excess sewage fee.

For months city offi cials 
have mentioned the 
potential of a bond to 
cover the cost; however, 
while this remains an 
option, applying for a loan 
from the state revolving 
fund, which is a program 
through the Michigan 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Environment, Great 
Lakes and Energy, will be 
explored as well.

The city’s engineering 
fi rm, Hubbell, Roth and 
Clark, was authorized to 
submit a letter of intent to 
the program through a 
unanimous vote by city 
council during its meeting 
Tuesday, Jan. 19.

“All it does is buys us a 
place in line and says 
Grosse Pointe Shores may 
want to borrow $7 million 
down the road,” said Matt 
Seely, councilman and 
liaison for the infrastruc-
ture committee. He added 
that the city will have no 

obligation to it. “That way, 
if we look at bond rates, 
because there’s going to 
be a whole discussion 
about what’s the better 
value (and) what’s the 
better way to go, we don’t 
close a door for ourselves 
by not putting this letter of 
intent in.”

The SRF is a low-inter-
est loan with current 
interest rates of 1.875 per-
cent for a 20-year and 
2.125 percent for a 
30-year.

If the city chooses to 
pursue this, the extensive 
project plan required to 
apply will cost $59,900 for 
HRC to put it together and 
a public hearing on the 
matter will need to take 
place. The city would not 
be guaranteed to qualify 
for a loan in this next loan 
year. In the case it doesn’t 
qualify, said HRC repre-
senta t ive  Jenni fer 
Morreale, it could apply 

the next year with the 
same project plan. 

Although the SRF loan 
would push the construc-
tion start date back to 
2022, the rest of the sched-
ule would remain the 
same, with design con-
struction through 2024; 
metering for one year for 
project performance certi-
fication; and then data 
analysis to see if the city is 
still above its allowable 
limit of 3.0 CFS.

While taking the route 
of a bond would require a 
special election for the 
residents to vote, the cost 
of holding a special elec-
tion is comparable to the 
cost for HRC putting 
together the application 
for state funding, accord-
ing to Seely.

If city offi cials decide to 
take the route of state 
funding, the application 
will be submitted in mid-
summer.

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Shores to consider state loan for major infrastructure project

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — The Grosse 
Pointe Woods Citizens’ 
Recreation Commission 
is conducting a Snow 
Creation Contest this 
w i n t e r  s e a s o n . 
Recreation Supervisor 
Nicole Gerhart is looking 
forward to the potential 
the event holds.

“This is the fi rst year 
that  the Ci t izens’ 
Recreation Commission 
has put on the Snow 
Creation Contest, but it is 
likely that it will become 
an annual tradition for 
the residents,” Gerhart 

said via email.
The contest is aimed at 

getting people outside 
and being creative in 
how they build objects 
with snow, not just in a 
traditional snowman 
fashion. Gerhart is 
encouraging residents to 
use their imagination.

“The advice I would 
give to the participants is 
to have fun and let your 
imagination soar,” she 
said.

The contest is open to 
Woods residents of all 
ages; creations must be 
family friendly.

Entries are to be sub-
mitted in picture form to 
LFPassistant@gpwmi.us 
by Sunday, Feb. 28, and 
should include the name 
of the snow creation, 
family name, address 
and number of children 
who reside in the house. 
The entries will be judged 
and the top three cre-
ations will be awarded 
prizes.

“I’m looking forward to 
seeing all of the different 
creations and encourag-
ing families to enjoy the 
outdoors,” Gerhart said.

— Kate Vanderstelt

Woods hosts Snow Creation Contest

Ken Werenski was 
sworn in Jan. 27, to 
his new role as the di-
rector of public safety 
in Grosse Pointe 
Shores by Shores 
Mayor Ted 
Kedzierski.

PHOTO BY 
RENEE LANDUYT

New chief 
sworn in

20542 Harper
(Lennon and Harper)

(313) 884-1551
www.gpaas.org

GROSSE POINTE ANIMAL ADOPTION SOCIETY

OPEN FOR ADOPTIONS
BY APPOINTMENT

313-884-1551

Meet
Wilma

Female , Dilute Tortoiseshell,
9 months old. Active & playful. 9 months old. Active & playful. 

gp g
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l Dil t T t i h lll Dil t T t i h ll

CUTE CUDDLY KITTENS
WITH AGE APPROPRIATE SHOTS,

READY TO GO HOME!

Meet 
Alto
Male.

2.5 2.5  years old, years old,
Pocket Pitbull, Pocket Pitbull, 

34 lbs.34 lbs.
‘Mr. Personality’.‘Mr. Personality’.
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©2019 Benjamin Moore & Co. Benjamin Moore, and the triangle “M” symbol are registered trademarks licensed to Benjamin Moore & Co.

20725 Mack Ave.
313.924.5563     www.teknicolors.com

Custom mixed paints
to match

• Prints • Vinyls
• Grasscloth & Naturals
• Performance
• 100’s to choose from

THIBAUT WALLCOVERINGS

ONE PER CUSTOMER • MUST 
PRESENT COUPON • NOT VALID 

WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

PINT PAINT SAMPLE
FREE

EXPIRES FEBRUARY 27, 2021 GPN020421

WITH COUPON/NO COPIES • LIMIT ONE 
PER HOUSEHOLD • DOES NOT APPLY TO 

COMMERCIAL ACCOUNTS OR CONTRACTORS

ENTIRE PURCHASE
10% OFF

EXPIRES FEBRUARY 27, 2021 GPN020421
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TOMFINCHAM 
586.899.5565 

t.fincham@yahoo.com 

FINCHAMRE.COM 

Grosse Pointe Farms, 48236 FOR SALE 

$639,000 
4 BR 3.5 BA 2,806 SQ FT

39 Radnor Circle

02
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P

Prime GP Farms location, half acre completely private yard, and only 
steps away from the Hill, Richard, and South. This home has everything! 

Updated kitchen, walk in pantry, breakfast nook and mudroom. Stunning 
dining room with bar top and built ins. Huge living room with new fireplace 

surround and recessed lighting. Spacious master with walk in closet and 
gorgeous en suite. Second floor laundry. Finished basement with full 

bath, rec room, gas fireplace, laundry, work room and storage galore. 
Aggregate patio, whole house generator, central vac system, sprinkler 

system, hardwood floors and plantation shutters throughout. Many more 
updates. Includes Parcel ID 38014020159002.

Grosse Pointe Farms, 48236 
39 Radnor Circle
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contract extension con-
sideration are Director of 
Secondary Instruction 
Maureen Bur, who has 
held the position since 
2 0 1 5 ;  D e p u t y 
Super in tendent  o f 
Educational Services Jon 
Dean, who has held the 
position since 2012; 
Director of Special 
Education Stefanie 
Hayes, who has held the 
position since 2013; and 
Director of Pre-K and 
Elementary Instruction 
Keith Howell, who has 
held the position since 
2015. 

“I don’t know if the 
community appreciates 
the terrifi c stress on our 
administrative team over 
the last few years with 
closing schools and 
reconfi guring and fi ght-
ing COVID,” Secretary 
Chris Lee said. “Our 
team has worked tire-
lessly. They’ve been 
asked to do a tremen-
dous amount of work … 
and I would really like to 
thank our administrative 
team by approving the 
contract.”

Of the six executive 
administrator positions, 
Superintendent Gary 
Niehaus is not up for 
renewal, as he will retire 
in June 2021, nor is 
Deputy Superintendent 
of Business Operations 
Amanda Matheson. 
Matheson was hired last 
spring into a three-year 
contract not to expire 
until June 30, 2023. 

The one-year exten-
sion would allow the four 

administrators to have 
contracts through two 
additional school years, 
ending June 30, 2023. 

“The reason why dis-
tricts typically do this is 
because you’re cuing 
your administrators,” 
Dean explained. “If 
you’re not going to renew 

the contract of your 
administrators, they 
want to know soon 
because this is the (hir-
ing) season. … To wait 
for the next superinten-
dent would mean this 
season is over by the 
time that happens, most 
likely, and then you 

would have administra-
tors in this spot of being 
on the last year of their 
agreement and that is 
typically a difficult 
place.”

Under new contract 
terms, salaries would 

remain unchanged from 
the current contract. 
Otherwise, salaries and 
benefi ts are up for possi-
ble adjustment with all 
employees in June 2021.

Currently, annual sala-
ries are set at $139,214 

for Bur, $151,567 for 
Dean, $138,078 for Hayes 
and $138,571 for Howell.

The contract exten-
sions are expected to be 
considered during the 
board’s next meeting 
Monday, Feb. 8.

CONTRACT:
Continued from page 1A

THE GROSSE POINTES 
— The fi rst amendment to 
the Grosse Pointe Public 
School System 2020-21 
budget, initially adopted 
June 29, will be up for ap-
proval during the board of 
education’s next meeting 
Monday, Feb. 8.

While the fi rst budget 
amendment is typical this 
time of year, to reflect 
details such as fi nalized 
state aid and enrollment 
numbers that were not 
known when it was 
adopted, this proposed 
amendment includes sig-
nifi cant changes.

Regardless of the pan-
d e m i c ,  D e p u t y 
Superintendent for 
Business Operations 
Amanda Matheson 
reported, the district is in 
a declining enrollment 
environment, meaning 
the number of students 
graduating each year is 
greater than the number 
of students coming into 
kindergarten.

An enrollment projec-
tion last spring estimated 
the district would be 
down 200 full-time equiv-
alent students from fall 
2019 to fall 2020, but fi nal 
numbers show the fall-to-
fall reduction is 526.62. 

“That’s a big drop,” 
Vice President Margaret 
Weertz said.

However, thanks to the 
state’s recent fi nalization 
of the school-aid act, the 
district has been granted 
a “super blend,” which 
means the pupil count 
from the 2019-20 fiscal 
year and a portion of the 
pupil count from this year 
are taken into consider-
ation when it comes to 
funding. The super blend 
has allowed the district to 

realize a full-time equiva-
lent student reduction of 
122.94 in regard to state 
funding.

Additionally, although 
the district had planned 
on the state cutting 
around $600 of funding 
per pupil, the state ended 
up providing the same 
amount as last year, with 
$10,224 per pupil.

“With the increase in 
foundation allowance 
compared to the budget, 
as well as faring a little bit 
better on the FTE, we do 
have a state-aid increase 
of approximately $2.7 
mil l ion,”  Matheson 
reported.

With the district’s fee-
based programs — Kids 
Club, Preschool, Safety 
Town, Camp of Fun, 
Community Swim, etc. — 
struggling this year, the 
amendment includes a 
$450,000 transfer into 
community services fund 
accounts from the general 
fund budget. 

“The reason for this 
transfer is because that is 
pretty darn close to the 
amount that this fund 
would be running in defi -
cit without the transfer 
and a special revenue 
fund is not supposed to be 
running in a defi cit fund 
ba lance  pos i t ion , ” 
Matheson said.

While the revenue is 
affected by the antici-
pated decrease in tuition 
and fees, expenditures 
remain the same due to no 
signifi cant change in staff-
ing, despite the reduction 
in program participants. 
This is because of safety 
measures in place, includ-
ing social distancing and 
smaller classes.

Also reflected in the 
proposed amendment is 
the creation of a new fund 
in the special revenue 

fund category for the dis-
trict’s special education 
center programs to be in 
compliance with Act 18; 
fund shifts to address the 
reduction in purchased 
lunch revenue in the food 
service fund; and adjust-
ments to account for staff-
ing changes made since 
June.

Overall, the district’s 
general fund revenues 
now are expected to come 
in a bit short of its expen-
ditures, resulting in 
$3,499,342 coming out of 
its fund equity and leav-
ing the district with an 
estimated $14,883,690, 
which is equivalent to 
14.65 percent of its total 
expenditures for the year.

“Around 15 percent is 
where we want to be,” 
Matheson said. “If we fall 
too much short of that, 
then we end up having to 
draw on our line of credit 
in order to get us through 
the points where we have 
low cash fl ow for the year, 
so I’m happy to be report-
ing that we’ll be able to 
maintain right around 
that 15 percent mark.”

After already receiving 
$2.6 million in coronavi-
rus relief funds and 
$359,010 from the educa-
tion stabilization fund, 
there is potential for the 
district to receive an addi-
tional $2.8 million and 
$1.5 million, respectively. 

“I would normally tell 
you that the fi rst amend-
ment is the most accurate 
amendment for the school 
year’s budget,” Matheson 
told the board. “Not this 
year. We are anticipating 
additional federal funds. 
… None of that is fi nal-
ized yet and once it 
becomes finalized, we 
would incorporate that 
into the next available 
amendment.”

Enrollment down, 
state aid up in GPPSS
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

The 120 fi nalists for the 
Michigan High School 
Athletic Association’s 
Scholar-Athlete Awards 
for the 2020-21 school 
year, presented by Farm 
Bureau Insurance, have 
been announced.

This year’s local fi nal-
ists include:

Girls Class A
◆ Catelyn Gagnier, 

Grosse Pointe North 
High School

◆ Madeline Kohler, 
Grosse Pointe North 
High School

◆  Alexa Downey, 
Grosse Pointe South 
High School

Boys Class A
◆ Jacob Harris, Grosse 

Pointe South High School

Girls Class C
◆  Reese Martin, 

University Liggett School
The program, in its 

32nd year, has recog-
nized student-athletes 
since the 1989-90 school 
year and again this win-
ter will honor 32 individ-
uals  from MHSAA 
member schools who 
participate in at least 
one sport in which the 
association sponsors a 
postseason tournament.

F a r m  B u r e a u 
Insurance underwrites 
the Scholar-Athlete 
Awards and will present 
a $1,000 scholarship to 
each recipient. Since the 
beginning of the pro-
gram, 8,323 scholar-
s h i p s  h a v e  b e e n 
awarded.

This year, 1,356 appli-
cations were received 
from 418 schools . 
App l i ca t ions  were 
judged by a 72-member 

committee of school 
coaches, counselors, 
faculty members, admin-
istrators and board 
members from MHSAA 
m e m b e r  s c h o o l s . 
Selection of the 32 schol-
arship recipients will 
take place in early 
February. 

To be eligible for the 
award, students must 
have a cumulative grade-
point average of 3.50 
and previously have won 
a varsity letter in at least 
one sport in which the 
MHSAA sponsors a 
postseason tournament. 
Students also were 
asked to respond to a 
series of short essay 
questions, submit two 
letters of recommenda-
tion and a 500-word 
essay on the importance 
of sportsmanship in edu-
cational athletics.

Finalists announced for 2020-21 
MHSAA-Farm Bureau Insurance 
Scholar-Athlete Awards

Maire Elementary School fi rst graders spent their recess Jan. 28, playing with 
giant snowballs in the sunshine. From left are fi rst graders Casper Chrobak, 
Parker Adams, Amina Lesinski, Pippa Hull and Elle Brewster.

Snowball break
PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Share your love and Sweet tooth
this Valentine’s Day!

Special Valentine’s Day Desserts Include:
decadent cheesecake slices • cream cakes • petit fours

chocolate covered strawberries, and much more!

02
04
21

Order

Early!

GROSSE POINTE PUBLIC LIBRARY
Notice of Availability of 

Library Board Trustee Position
A vacancy will open on the Grosse Pointe Public Library 
Board of Trustees April 1, 2021. The vacancy is the 
At-Large position appointed by the city of Grosse Pointe 
Farms. This partial term will expire June 30, 2022.
Applicants must be registered voters and reside in the 
Library district. 

Applications are available on the Library’s website, 
grossepointelibrary.org.

Submit applications to the Secretary of the Library Board, 
no later than February 22, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. 

Email or mail the application to:

libraryboard@grossepointelibrary.org

Or:

Secretary of Library Board
Grosse Pointe Public Library Central Branch
10 Kercheval Ave.
Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236

Published: GPN, February 4, 2021

Rug Cleaning & Repair

Wall to Wall Carpeting
Installed to Perfection...Guaranteed

* Ask For Kevin Crowther
STORE HOURS:
MON-SAT 10-5

020421

OF GROSSE POINTE

19483 MACK AVENUE
GROSSE POINTE WOODS, MI

SHOWROOM: 313.884.2991

HUGE INVENTORY OF FINE DESIGNER RUGS
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The Detroi t  Zoo 
recently welcomed two 
polar bear cubs, the lat-
est additions to its grow-
ing family, which a 
month ago debuted the 
fi rst lion cub born at the 
zoo in 40 years.

The cubs were born 
Nov. 17, capping a year 
of distinction at the 
92-year-old zoo.

“2020 was such a very 
notable year for us in so 
many ways,” said Scott 
Carter, chief life sci-
ences offi cer and a resi-

dent of Grosse Pointe 
Woods. “We had three 
signifi cant births in the 
same year: A chimp was 
born earlier in the year, 
then the l ion ( in 
September) and now 
these cubs. A king pen-
guin hatched this year, 
too. 

“For all the real stress 
2020 has had for much 
of the world, it was an 
oddly notable year for us 
because of these births.”

The cubs, which have 
yet to be named, are the 
first polar bears to be 
born and successfully 
raised at the Detroit Zoo 

since 2004. They were 
born to 8-year- old 
mother,  Suka,  and 
16-year- o ld  fa ther, 
Nuka, in a specially 
designed, private den 
away from other bears. 

“It’s natural for bears; 
the female has to be 
someplace private,” 
Carter explained. “They 
den themselves up as 
their time nears. She 
had access to the cub-
bing den and she 
decided when to go in it, 
which was around mid-
November.”

Though  i t ’ s  no t 
unusual for bears to pro-

duce twins, Carter said, 
the new arrivals have 
become a special case at 
the zoo. 

“One of the cubs, at 
two days old, began to 
show signs of weakness 
and inactivity, so we 
made the decision to 
remove it and give it 
care,” Carter said.

The female cub was 
extracted from the den 
to be examined by vet-
erinarians and get the 
treatment she needed.  
While still separated 
from her mother and 
sibling, she has grown to 
a healthy weight and is 

reaching the same mile-
stones as her twin.

“The cubs are develop-
ing at pretty much the 
same rate,” Carter said; 
their eyes are open, their 
teeth are coming in and 
they are learning to take 
their fi rst steps.

Unlike the Detroit 
Zoo’s new lion cub, 
Binti, who needed a 
gradual re-introduction 
to her family after a 
cesarean-section birth, 
such a process won’t be 
necessary with this 
female cub.

“Bears don’t live in 
social groups like lions 

do,” Carter said. “But 
this is a rare case where 
one is being hand-reared 
and the other is being 
mom-reared. We don’t 
know what to expect for 
this reintegration. And 
we don’t know what the 
timeline of that is going 
to look like.”

Both cubs continue to 
be monitored; Suka and 
the cub she’s rearing — 
its gender is unknown — 
are watched closely via 
camera. Suka seems to 
enjoy being a mom, 
Carter noted, as she 
nurses, grooms and cud-
dles her cub.

The births are exciting 
news for the zoo, which 
is part of the Association 
of Zoos & Aquariums. 
The recommended pair-
ing between Suka and 
Nuka was part of the 
AZA’s  Po lar  Bear 
Species Survival Plan; 
polar bears are listed as 
threatened under the 
U . S .  E n d a n g e r e d 
Species Act.

Though both cubs and 
their mother currently 
are being kept out of the 
public eye, Nuka and 
20-year-old Anana are 
receiving guests at the 
Arctic Ring of Life’s tun-
dra and pack-ice habi-
tats.

The Arctic Ring of Life 
is one of the largest zoo 

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Oh baby!
Twin polar bears 
born at Detroit Zoo

The female cub was 1.2 pounds at birth and now weighs more than 11 pounds.

The female cub is fed by a human. 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE DETROIT ZOO

This cub began showing signs of weakness and in-
activity, so it was separated from her mother to be 
brought back to health.

See BEARS, page 3B
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It appears Cecelia Barr 
has quite a fan club.

Many of her admirers 
paraded past her Grosse 
Pointe Woods home Jan. 
21, to wish her a happy 
90th birthday.

Barr’s entire family 
lives out of state — mostly 
on the East Coast — and 
were unable to help her 
celebrate her special day 
in person; however, the 
nonagenarian was just as 
pleased when fellow 
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e 
Deeplands Garden Club 
showed up to share it.

The “Honk & Wave” 

event was organized by 
Debbie Rowe, a member 
of the Deeplands Garden 
Club who also attends the 
same church as the birth-
day girl. Rowe set the 

time and meeting place, 
as well as made colorful 
bows for each car. Nearly 
20 vehicles paraded by 
Barr’s home on Brys.

“We had a wonderful 
time,” said neighbor Joan 
Gossman, who moved to 
the neighborhood nearly 
17 years ago. “We live one 
house apart. The neigh-
bor between us is good 
friend of hers, too. We try 
to keep an eye on her.”

The sun shone through-
out the parade and, 
though it was cold and 
breezy, Barr stayed in her 
driveway with a cheery 
smile on her face for the 
duration.

“I have wonderful 
neighbors and lots of 
people who absolutely 
surrounded me with 
love,” said Barr, who has 
lived in the Woods since 
1971. “I feel like I was 
surrounded by love. It’s 
hard to put into words. 
Everybody is just so car-
ing and I can’t thank 
them enough.”

While Barr’s family 
couldn’t be there, her 
daughters — Jeanne 
Carey, Susan O’Donovan 
and Sheila Holman — 
created two scrapbooks 
full of photos, letters and 
cards from family and 
friends. Some of the 
memorabilia refl ected on 
Barr’s past.

The mother of three 
and grandmother of six 
graduated from Redford 
High School and spent 
her working years as a 
secretary at University 
Liggett School and Junior 
League of Detroit, among 
others.

Apart from belonging 
to the Deeplands Garden 
Club and Lakeshore 
Presbyterian Church, 
Barr counts women’s 
rights among her inter-
ests, as evidenced in one 
of the scrapbooks, in 
which her daughter, 
Sheila, wrote: “I remem-
ber being 4 or 5 … and 
going into the voting 
machine with you to vote. 
… I think you instilled a 
sense of civic responsibil-
ity in me at that moment.

“… Thank you for 
always working to give us 
the best opportunities in 
life, from moving to 
Grosse Pointe to always 
talking about us going to 
college. We knew it was 
just something we would 
do.”

Though Barr didn’t go 
to college, “I made sure 
my girls did,” she said. 

“I’m just a little girl 
from the other side of the 
tracks,” she added, “but 
Robert Barr rescued me.” 

During their marriage, 

she and Robert, who died 
in 2001, traveled exten-
sively. Barr counts 
Australia as her favorite 
spot to visit, although 
Bermuda, she said, has 
the best golf.

Among Barr’s heroes is 
three-time Olympic 
champion figure skater 
Sonja Henie. Barr has an 
extensive collection of 
newspaper clippings and 
photos of Henie, as well 
as a few programs from 
when she skated at 
Olympia Stadium.

“I loved watching her 
skate,”  Barr  said. 
“Everybody has a sports 
fi gure they admire; she’s 
mine.”

Following the birthday 
parade, a few close 
friends stayed for pizza 
and salad. Afterward, 
Gossman’s husband, 
Patrick, set up a Zoom 
video call with 14 mem-
bers of Barr’s family, so 
they could be part of the 
celebration.

For her actual birthday, 
Friday, Jan. 22, the 
Gossmans invited her 
over for a private dinner.

“We told her to get 
dressed up,” Gossman 
said, adding that Barr 
“loves shoes and she 
always dresses to the 

nines, including jewelry. 
When she steps out the 
door, you know you’re 
looking at quite a lady.”

Other members of the 
garden club also offered 
glowing words about 
their friend.

“Deeplands Garden 
Club is so privileged to 
have Cecelia in our club,” 
member Kathy Brown 
said. “She is truly one of 
the most kind, loving, 
generous and gracious 
women I know.  I have 
often told her she is my 
mentor.  I feel so fortu-
nate to have her in my 
life.”

Added Lori Brophy, 
“Cecelia is an inspiration 
to all of us. Her interests 
and involvement are a 
testament to her longev-
ity. The twinkle in her eye 
and her endearing smile 
always warm my heart. 
Cecelia is just a doll.”

Barr summed up her 
longevity: “I’m certainly 
not a celebrity and I 
haven’t done anything 
newsworthy. All I’ve done 
is reach the age of 90. My 
primary life’s work is my 
children; they are all 
beautiful, intelligent, suc-
cessful wives and moth-
ers. That’s where I’ve 
succeeded in life.”

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Celebrating 90
Friends organize ‘Honk & Wave’ 
for woman’s milestone birthday

Friends lined up to wish Barr a happy 90th birthday.

PHOTOS BY JACK RYAN

Cecelia Barr waves back to the friends who drove by her Brys home to wish her 
a happy birthday.

COURTESY PHOTO

Cecelia Barr recently celebrated her 90th birthday.

A guest drives by, wishing Barr a happy birthday.
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T H E  C H E E S E C A K E  S H O P P E   
( 5 8 6 )  7 7 3 - 2 0 9 0

 
 

S W E E T I E S  I C E  C R E A M  &  C A N D Y
( 3 1 3 )  6 4 9 - 2 8 2 2

 
A S H B Y ' S  S T E R L I N G  I C E  C R E A M

( 3 1 3 )  8 8 6 - 2 5 6 0
 

C H O C O L A T E  B A R  C A F E
( 3 1 3 )  8 8 1 - 2 8 8 8

 
M A S T R O ' S  I C E  C R E A M

( 5 8 6 )  7 7 3 - 7 3 3 0
 

W A L L Y ' S  F R O Z E N  C U S T A R D
( 5 8 6 )  5 5 2 - 5 0 3 8

 
E L A N  C A N D Y  B Y  M A R A L Y N

( 3 1 3 )  8 8 5 - 4 5 2 4
 

J E R R Y ' S  C L U B  P A R T Y  S T O R E
( 3 1 3 )  8 8 4 - 7 1 5 5

 
 

T R E A T S

B O W  W O W  B A K E T I Q U E
F O R  Y O U R  F U R  B A B I E S !

( 3 1 3 )  4 6 9 - 7 2 0 4

( 3 1 3 )

02
04
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Our luxury senior living 
community is ideal for 
seniors 55+ who desire 
top-tier services while 
maintaining their privacy 
and independence, all in a 
luxurious environment. 
Enjoy spacious one or two 
bedroom apartment 
accommodations. 
Lakeshore offers nu-
merous recreational 
options with activities 
designed to encourage 
residents to pursue 
their interests, continue 
to learn, make friends 
and have fun.

Lakeshore Senior 
Living’s Harbor of 
Lakeshore Memory 
Care program provides a 
home-like environment for 
people with memory loss who 
require a more specialized, 
secure environment.

OOOOOuOOOur lulul xuxury senior lii ivingng

To our staff and all
front line personnel
everywhere

586-218-6228
www.LakeshoreSeniorLivingSCS.com

28801 Jeff erson Ave.
St. Clair Shores, MI 48081

Thank  You

020421

l
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polar bear habitats in 
the world. The facility 
encompasses more than 
four acres of outdoor 
and indoor habitats and 
was recognized by The 
Intrepid Traveler’s guide 
to “America’s Best Zoos” 
as one of the fi nest zoo 
habitats in America.

Currently, reserva-
tions are required to 
visit the Detroit Zoo, all 
guests must wear masks 
and there is an atten-
dance cap to insure 
social distancing. For 
more information or to 
make a reservation, 
visit detroitzoo.org.

Follow the Detroit Zoo 
Facebook page for 
weekly polar bear cub 
updates.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE DETROIT ZOO

This female cub was separated from her mother two 
days after birth.

Continued from page 1B
BEARS:

Library
The Grosse Pointe 

Public Library hosts the 
following virtual pro-
grams:

◆ Read, Rhyme & Play 
on Zoom, 10:30 to 11 a.m. 
Tuesdays. 

◆ Storytime with Miss 
Jane, all day Thursday, 
Feb. 4.

◆ Tween Writing Group, 
6:30 to 7:45 p.m. Monday, 
Feb. 8.

◆ Storytime with Miss 
Melissa, all day Tuesday, 
Feb. 9.

◆ 7th & 8th Grade Book 
Group, 7 to 8 p.m. Tuesday, 
Feb. 9.

◆ Storytime with Miss 
Rachel, all day Wednesday, 
Feb. 10.

◆ Self Care Art, 6:30 to 
8 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 10.

◆ Science Fiction Book 
Club, 7 to 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 10. The 
group discusses “Sleeping 
Giants,” by Sylvain 
Neuvel.

◆ Storytime with Miss 
Jane, all day Thursday, 
Feb. 11.

◆ Dinosaur Tea Party, 2 
to 3 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 
13.

Register on grosse
pointelibrary.org or call 
(313) 640-4775.

Lakeshore 
Senior Living

Lakeshore Senior 
Living, 28801 Jefferson, 
St. Clair Shores, presents 
a series of educational 
webinars, beginning with 
“ C O V I D - 1 9  a n d 
Caregiving,” from noon to 
1 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 4. 
“10 Warning Signs” takes 
place 12:30 to 2 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 25, fol-
lowed by “Legal and 
Financial Planning” from 
3 to 4 p.m. Wednesday, 
March 10. For more infor-
mation, call (800) 272-
3900.

Blood drives
The American Red 

Cross hosts the follow-
ing blood drives:

◆ 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Sunday, Feb. 7, St. Lucy 
Catholic Church, 23401 
Jefferson, St. Clair 
Shores.

◆ 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 10, 
McCann Ice Arena, 1044 
Cook, Grosse Pointe 
Woods.

◆ 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 12, The War 
Memorial, 32 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

Register at redcross
blood.org.

Gilda’s Club 
Lake House

Gilda’s Club’s Lake 
House location, 23500 
Pare, St. Clair Shores, 
hosts the following vir-
tual programs:

◆ Family Bereavement, 
5:30 p.m. Monday, Feb. 8.

◆ Gentle Mat Yoga, 4 
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 9.

◆ Chair Yoga, 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 10.

◆ Pancreatic Cancer 
Support Group, 6 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 11.

◆  Breast  Cancer 
Support Group, 1:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 13.

Register at gildasclub
detroit.org/events/calen
dar.

The Helm
The Helm at the Boll 

Life Center, 158 Ridge, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, 
offers the following pro-
grams. 

◆ Strength & Balance, 1 
to 2 p.m. Tuesdays, Feb. 9 
to March 16, with instruc-
tor Carolyn Bradt. Cost is 
$30 for members, $40 for 
nonmembers.

◆ Grooves Trifecta—A 
Cardio Workout, 1 to 2 
p.m. Thursdays, Feb. 11 to 
March 18, with instructor 

Carolyn Bradt. Cost is $30 
for members, $40 for non-
members. 

◆ Medicare counseling, 
free to members and non-
members, via telephone 
or videoconferencing. 
Email mfrench@helmlife.
org to schedule an 
appointment. Those with-
out access to email should 
call (313) 649-2110 and 
leave a message; calls will 
be returned within 48 
hours.

Rotary
The Rotary Club of 

Grosse Pointe hosts its 
next meeting virtually at 
5:30 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 
10. Allister Chang, an 
elected member of the 
D.C. State Board of 
Education, member of 
Bibliotheques Sans 
Frontieres and advisory 
board member of the 
Library of Congress 
Literacy Awards, will dis-
cuss his efforts to advance 
literacy. Visit grossepointe
rotary.org for information. 
Those who wish to join 
the meeting via Zoom 
should email grossepointe
rotary@gmail.com.

Toastmasters
Northeastern Toast-

masters meets via Zoom 
at 7 p.m. the second and 
fourth Monday of each 
month. Call (313) 720-
8444 for the link and 
password.

NAMI
The National Alliance 

on Mental Illness Metro 
Peer-Led Recovery 
Support Group, for people 
living with mental health 
issues, meets virtually at 7 
p.m. every Monday. There 
is no cost to participate. 
Call Lisa at (805) 450-
1994 or email lisajones
mentalhealth@gmail.
com.

AREA ACTIVITIES

We a t h e r i n g  t h e 
COVID-19 storm has 
been a challenge for 
many clubs, including 
the Grosse Pointe Men’s 
Club. Its meetings transi-
tioned to Zoom last year 
and, while the club still 
hosts twice-
m o n t h l y 
m e e t i n g s 
complete with 
choir perfor-
mances and 
guest speak-
ers, member-
s h i p  h a s 
declined.

“ C l u b s 
everywhere 
are  facing 
challenges,” said Ken 
Mokray, immediate past 
president. “We had 400 
people on the books 
(pre-pandemic).  …. 
There are about 300 on 
the books now.

“Financially we’re in 
good shape,” he added. 
“But we’re always look-
ing for new members.”

Mokray, whose presi-
dency ended in October, 
said he tinkered with the 
meeting format “to liven 
things up,” including 
offering a shorter pro-
gram and relaxing some 
of the club’s more rigid 
rules.

“We’ve loosened up so 

people don’t feel put off,” 
he added. “We want to be 
as welcoming and fl exi-
ble as possible.”

D u r i n g  s u m m e r 
months, the group’s sub-
clubs, like golf and ten-
nis, were able to gather, 
while its reading club 
resumed activities virtu-
ally.

“Everything that we 
can switch to Zoom, or 
activities that allow a 
safe way to continue, 
we’re doing,” Mokray 
said. “We’ll ramp up the 
old way of doing things 
as soon as we can. … 
We’re welcoming ideas 
when normal  l i fe 
resumes, too.”

Apart from hearing 
from an array of knowl-
edgeable speakers twice 
a month, the club has its 
social benefits as well, 
even while meeting 
online.

“I ’ve made some 
friends in the group; it’s 
about  f r iendsh ip , ” 

Mokray said.  “ We 
encourage people to 
make new friends.”

New members are 
invited to join the club 
via its website, senior
mensclubofgrossepointe.
com. But prospective 
members shouldn’t be 
fooled by the web 
address, Mokray said; 

there ’s  no 
“senior” age 
r e s t r i c t i o n 
anymore.

“Once you 
join, you’ll get 
an email with 
t h e  Z o o m 
information,” 
he added.

Despite the 
challenges of 
the pandemic, 

Mokray said he felt his 
presidency was a suc-
cess.

“We were able to hold 
it together,” he said. “We 
were able to adapt and 
get people to pitch in at 
the board level. … I 
helped with the transi-
tion and helped with 
ideas to shake things up 
and make it more rele-
vant. 

“There’s a willingness 
to try new things,” he 
continued. “We did what-
ever we could under the 
circumstances, not just 
throw in the towel. Crisis 

New members welcome 
to Grosse Pointe Men’s Club
By Jody McVeigh
Editor

‘We did whatever we could under 
the circumstances, not just throw in 
the towel. Crisis gives us an 
opportunity to change some things.’
KEN MOKRAY 
Grosse Pointe Men’s Club Immediate Past President

See CLUB, page 5B

& 
Dining

ENTERTAINMENT

Best
BURGERS IN TOWN!BURGERS IN TOWN!

or check us out on Doordash, 
Grubhub and UberEats
hh k t D dd hDh kk t DD ddd h

CALL for CARRY-OUT
313-881-5675313-881-5675

18666 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe Farms
313-881-5675

Fresh Yellow Belly
LAKE PERCH DINNERLAKE PERCH DINNER

With Salad or 
Cole Slaw, Fries 

and Warm Roll
$19.95

Thank You
Frontline 
Heroes!

020421

SEE 
MENU

yKennedy’s

EST. 
1980

OPENOPEN
Indoor & PatioIndoor & Patio

DININGDINING

CALL FOR SHOW TIMES AND RESERVATIONS

(313) 882-5299 

RESERVATIONS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED

February 10-13 February 17-20February 3-6  

Fine Dining & Jazz Favorites! 

97 KERCHEVAL, GROSSE POINTE FARMS, MI 48236
DIRTYDOGJAZZ.COM

TUESDAYS-1 SEATING: 6:00PM-8:30PM (Ron English plays from 6:30PM-8:00PM)

1st SEATING: 5:00PM-7:00PM (Performer plays from 6:00PM-6:45PM)

2nd SEATING: 7:30PM-9:30PM (Performer plays from 8:00PM-9:30PM)

WEDNESDAY THRU SATURDAY

020421

CARRYOUT/CURBSIDE PICK UP
FAMILY DINNERS • INDIVIDUAL LUNCHES & DINNERS

Monday - Friday 11:30 - 5:00 • Saturday 3:00 - 5:00
(Saturday Orders must be called in by Friday)

Open for Lunch
Mon. - Fri. 11:30 - 3PM

Dining room capacity has been reduced to 25% so we can accomodate groups of 6 or less for lunch or dinner.
We are following all state guidelines for your safety and the safety of our staff and performers.

ZEN ZADRAVECZEN ZADRAVEC
Jazz Musician

MIKE JELLICKMIKE JELLICK
Pianist

RAYSE BIGGSRAYSE BIGGS 
Trumpeter

02
04
21
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OBITUARIES
Obituary notices are purchased and often prewritten by family or friends. While 
we try to run obituaries as submitted, we nevertheless reserve the right to edit for 
accuracy, style and length.

Harry A. 
Hildebrandt

Longtime educator 
Harry Anthony “Tony” 
Hildebrandt passed 
away Friday, Jan. 29, 
2021. He was the son of 
Harry A. Hildebrandt Sr. 
and Gertrude Mary 
H i l d e b r a n d t  ( n e e 
Fremont). 

When he was out of 
the classroom, Tony 
devoted his time to his 
wife, Joanne; daughter, 
Anne; and grandchil-
dren, Alexander and 
Elise. 

He loved ice hockey, 
but from a young age his 
passion was cars.

A professor in charge 
of the automotive servic-
ing program area for 34 
years  a t  Oakland 
Community College, 
Auburn Hills, Tony was 
responsible for produc-
ing hundreds of licensed 
auto mechanics in 
Michigan.  I f  they 
encountered a diffi cult 
repair, they knew who to 
call. He taught a number 
of technology classes 
supporting the Applied 
Technology Department 
at OCC, where he served 
as chair and apprentice 
coordinator for seven 
years. He also taught 
several subjects at 
C e n t r a l  M i c h i g a n 
University, including 
geometric dimensioning 
and tolerancing.

His previous employ-
ment venues included 
M a c o m b  C o u n t y 
Community College, 
South Lake High School, 
Harper Woods High 
S c h o o l ,  C h e v r o l e t 
E n g i n e e r i n g ,  LT V 
Michigan Aerospace 
Division and the Ted 
Ewald Chevrolet dealer-
ship in Grosse Pointe. 

Tony got his feet wet 
hanging around the 
local garage and was 
proud to call Wilbur 
Wright High School his 
jumping-off place for 
formally learning the 
auto servicing trade. He 
propelled himself into a 
teaching career through 
two degrees he earned 
from Wayne State 
University, bachelor and 
master  of  sc ience 
degrees in industrial 
education.

For more than 25 
years, Tony provided 
customized training in 
QS and ISO 9000, CIM, 
CAD, robotic systems 
technology, 6-Sigma, 
hydraulic maintenance 
and repair, diesel repair 
and many others , 
through his consulting 
business, Motor Vehicle 
M a n u f a c t u r e r s 
Educational & Training 
Associates. His clients 
i n c l u d e d  G M 
Engineering, General 
D y n a m i c s ,  L u c a s 
Engineering, Chivas 
Products, Ford Motor 
Co. and the Focus Hope 
Center for Advanced 
Technology.

A proud Vietnam vet-
eran, Tony served in the 
U.S. Army 1967 to 1969. 
He spent his last two 
years at the John D. 
D i n g e l l  Ve t e r a n s 
Hospital in Detroit sur-
rounded by other vets, 
where he continued to 
help staff and students 
with their homework 
and gave monthly tech-
nology talks.

In addition to his 
immediate family, Tony 
is survived by his cous-
ins, Joanne Commyn, 
Linda Elias (Paul), 

Michele Vitale (Pete), 
M i c h a e l  F r e m o n t 
(Debbie) and Mary Lou 
Shrum (Ron). Cousins 
also close to Tony’s 
heart were Paul, John, 
Ke v i n  a n d  B r i a n 
O ’ C o n n e l l ,  M a r y 
O ’ C o n n e l l  R o e h r, 
M a g g i e  O ’ C o n n e l l 
Thelen, and John, Fred, 
Tim and Paul Miller. His 
best friends were Angelo 
D’Anna, Terry Duncan 
and Raymond Tessmer.

A memorial Mass was 
celebrated Feb. 2, at St. 
Paul  on the Lake 
Catholic Church in 
Grosse Pointe Farms. 
Burial took place at 
Roseland Park Cemetery 
in Berkley.

Drusilla Eva Ross
Longt ime Grosse 

Pointe Woods resident 
and former Grosse Pointe 
Farms employee Drusilla 
“Drussie” Eva Ross 
passed away Sunday, 
Dec. 13,  2020, in 
Charlotte, N.C. She was 
100.

She was born Dec. 12, 
1920, in Detroit, to John 
and Grace Schick.

A graduate of Denby 
High School, Drusilla 
married her high school 
sweetheart ,  Alber t 
George Charters Jr., Feb. 
9, 1942. Albert passed 
away 12 years later on 
Drusilla’s birthday, Dec. 
12, 1954. She later mar-
ried Robert Emmet Ross 
of Birmingham on June 
6, 1959; Robert passed 
away three years thereaf-
ter.

Drusilla is survived by 
her children, Craig Albert 
Charters, Carole Lynne 
Van Dyke (nee Charters), 
Robert Bruce Charters 
and William James Ross; 
grandchildren, Patrick 
Charters, Kristin Berry 
(nee Charters), Courtney 
Geller (nee Van Dyke), 
Christopher Charters, 
Andrew Ross, Caroline 
Ross and Olivia Ross; 
great-grandchildren, 
Charlie Berry, Chloe 
Berry, Tommy Berry, 
Alexa Geller, Spencer 
Geller and Rhett Geller; 
and brother, Robert 
Schick of Grosse Pointe 
Farms.

After Drusilla raised 
her children, she enjoyed 
14 years of employment, 
from December 1980 to 
July 1994, with the city of 
Grosse Pointe Farms. 
She retired at 74. 

She loved her family 
and enjoyed preparing 
Sunday dinners for them 
– especially roast beef 
and apple pie. She col-
lected teacups, enjoyed 
hot tea and hot fudge 
sundaes with her grand-
daughter, Courtney, and 
loved shopping at 
Talbots. 

Drusilla enjoyed many 
years of friendship with 
Rosie, Joe, Rose and 
Yvonne.

Her family said they 
were blessed with 
Drusilla’s unconditional 
love and friendship; she 
was the foundation and 
sanctuary of her family. 
They noted she always 
had a helpful hand ready, 
a cheerful laugh and 
looks that said “I under-
stand” and “This too shall 
pass.” Her family said 
they knew what “It’s OK” 
meant and she surely will 
be missed by all. 

A graveside ceremony 
will take place at Mt. 
Olivet Cemetery at a later 
date. 

Louis Simon
Former Grosse Pointe 

Shores resident Louis 
“Lou”  Simon died 
Tuesday, Jan. 26, 2021, 
at home in Stuart, Fla., 
in the company of his 
wife of 69 years, Nancy. 

Born April 16, 1932, he 
was the sixth child of 
George and Frieda 
Simon and the first of 
two children born after 
his parents emigrated 
from Lebanon. 

Louis started school in 
Detroit knowing little 
English and there began 
a life of determination to 
continuously learn and 
strive to achieve. 

He met Nancy soon 
after he graduated from 
Grosse Pointe High 
School; they were mar-
ried Jan. 3, 1952. 

Lou began his profes-
sional career as an 
apprentice making wood 
models and patterns for 
automobile manufactur-
ing. In 1961, he started 
his own company, Simco 
Industries, in Roseville, 
ultimately employing 
more than 100 people, 
many of whom formed 
their career paths under 
Lou’s tutelage. In addi-
tion to supplying pat-
terns,  tool ing and 
interior trim to automo-
tive companies, he 
developed, patented and 
produced machining 
products used globally 
across many industries. 

Lou and Nancy were 
longtime members of 
the Grosse Pointe Yacht 
Club, where Lou spent 
many hours on the ten-
nis courts with his bud-
d i e s ,  s a i l e d  a n d 
entertained family and 
friends.

After he retired, Lou 
continued his passion to 
create and build. He was 
an active member of the 
T r e a s u r e  C o a s t 
Woodcarvers; his sea 
turtle, mice and carica-
ture carvings became an 
impressive artistic port-
folio. A self-taught luth-
ier, he made mandolins, 
guitars, a banjo and 
other musical instru-
ments for himself and 
family members. He was 
relied upon by friends 
and neighbors for a wide 
array of projects and 
repairs. 

Lou was a lifelong 
learner and avid reader. 
He relished living on the 
ocean, where he cast a 
fi shing line, gazed at the 
horizon and occasion-
ally reeled in dinner. He 
enjoyed cooking his 
mother’s Lebanese reci-
pes, as well as his lamb 
shish kabob, kibbeh 
balls and other dishes.

In addition to his wife, 
Nancy, Lou is survived 
by his children, Robert 
(Lisa), Dr. Nancy Simon 
(Jeffry Spain), Lisa 
Fuller (Michael), David 
(Anne) and Jane; grand-
children, David Spain 
(Lauren), Alex Simon, 
Ka ther ine  Br idges 
( B r a n d o n ) ,  C a r a 
S t r i ck le r  (Aaron) , 
Elizabeth Clark (Henry), 
Janna Fuller, Emily 
Simon, Lydia Scovitch 
(Joseph),  Margaret 
S p a i n ,  A l e x a n d e r 
Deschenes and Jessica 
Deschenes; five great-
grandchi ldren;  and 
many beloved nieces 
and nephews. 

Lou’s family said his 
tales of childhood esca-
pades, gregarious per-
sonality and declarative 
words of wisdom will be 

greatly missed by all.
His immediate family 

will gather in February 
for a Catholic Mass in 
Florida. 

In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be made 
to Florida Sheriffs Youth 
Ranches, P.O. Box 2000, 
Boys Ranch, FL 32064; 
or youthranches.org.

Audrey Norman 
McConachie

Former Grosse Pointe 
Farms resident Audrey 
Norman McConachie, 
99, passed away Sunday, 
Jan. 24, 2021, in Lake 
Oswego, Ore. She was 
born Dec. 14, 1921, in 
Chicago, to Eyvind and 
Selma Norman.

Audrey graduated 
from Penn Hills Junior 
College in 1941, and 
Northwestern University 
in 1943.

An editor at the 
Comprehensive Health 
Care Planning Council in 
Detroit and director of 
public relations at St. 
Mary’s Hospital in 
Livonia, Audrey also was 
a novelist and journalist. 
Her book, “No Blueprint 
for Love,” was published 
by Avalon Books, New 
York City.  At the Lake 
Oswego Review, she 
authored the “Jottings 
from Fifth and G” col-
umns.

Audrey was a member 
o f  Grosse  Po in te 
Memorial Presbyterian 
Church. A member of the 
League of Women Voters 
of Grosse Pointe, she 
served as its president 
from 1958 to 1960. She 
also was a member of the 
Michigan chapter of the 
National Organization 
for Women, the Grosse 
Pointe branch of the 
American Association of 
University Women and 
The Hunt Club. 

She enjoyed dramatic 
acting and writing life 
stories.

Audrey was prede-
ceased by her husband, 
Donald McConachie, in 
2007; and brother, Robert 
Norman. She is survived 
by her children, Sally 
V e r s a c i ,  B r u c e 
McConchie (Stephanie), 
Lorne McConachie 
(Mary Beth), Craig 
McConachie (Barbara) 
and Todd McConachie 
(Lisa); grandchildren, 
Chris  McConachie, 
Andrew McConachie, 
Lisa Versaci, Amy Bono, 
M i c h a e l  Ve r s a c i , 
Elizabeth Dwan, Justin 
McConachie,  Robin 
Houze, Eric McConachie, 
Grant McConachie and 
Ian McConachie; and 13 
great-grandchildren. 

Audrey’s ashes will be 
placed beside her hus-
band’s at Willamette 
National Cemetery in 
Portland, Ore. 

Jeanne Elizabeth 
Becker Seaver

Former City of Grosse 
Pointe resident Jeanne 
Elizabeth “Liza” Becker 
Seaver passed away 
Friday, Jan. 22, 2021. 
She was 100. 

A devoted and loving 
wife, mother and friend, 
Jeanne was born in 
1920, in Bridgeport, 
Conn., to Francis and 
Helen Becker. She was 
orphaned at age 12 and 
raised by her grand-
mother and maiden 
aunt. Liza began her 
adult life in New York 
City, where she lived 
and worked nearly 30 
years. 

In 1953, she married 
F r a n k  A l e x a n d e r 
Seaver, with whom she 
worked in advertising at 
t h e  J a m  H a n d y 
Organization in New 
York, and l ived in 
Gramercy Park. The 
couple so loved New 
York that Liza often 
reminisced, “We felt 
that a day spent out of 
New York City was a 
day forever lost.” 

In 1959, Liza and 
Frank moved to Detroit 
to work in auto advertis-
ing and lived in Grosse 
Pointe. They retired in 
1982 to Cape Cod, 
Mass., in Centerville, 
where they had spent 
many summers with 
their three sons. Liza 
was predeceased by 
Frank in 1988. 

She continued work 
as a law offi ce manager 
in Hyannis, Mass., until 
she retired at the ripe 
young age of 89. She 
moved closer to family 
in Michigan two years 
ago, but always prayed 
she would return to 
Cape Cod. Liza did so in 
late 2020, and spent the 
last six months of her 
life in the place she said 
she belonged. 

Liza is survived by her 
l o v i n g  s o n s ,  J o n 
(Jessica) of St. Johns, 
Mich., Michael (Diane) 
of St. Clair Shores and 
Christopher (Laura) of 
Hong Kong; daughter-
in-law, Ellison Franklin 
of Northville; stepchil-
dren, Frank Seaver of 
Monroe,  Ohio and 
Patricia Vitti of Mission 
Viejo, Calif.; 15 grand-
children; 10 great-
grandchildren; and her 
beloved King Charles 
Spaniel, Lucy. 

Liza was a lifelong, 
devout Catholic whose 
faith in God empowered 
her with a matter-of-
fact ability to weather 
the many challenges in 
her life. Her faith and 
the challenges of her 
early years gave her a 
unique toughness, resil-
iency, spirit and wicked 
sense of humor that 
guided her throughout 

life and inspired those 
around her. She leaves 
an indelible mark and 
her memory and inspi-
ration will live on, her 
family said. 

Facing her seventh 
bout with cancer in late 
2020, Liza was deter-
mined to see her vote 
for President counted 
and help usher in a new 
beginning for the coun-
try she loved. In that she 
succeeded, passing one 
day after she witnessed 
the inauguration of a 
new President. 

In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be made 
to St. Jude Children’s 
Research Center, stjude.
org/donate.

Elaine King 
Kuester

Grosse Pointe Park 
resident Elaine King 
Kuester, 76, passed 
a w a y  p e a c e f u l l y 
Sunday, Jan. 17, 2021, 
surrounded by family, 
after a long battle with 
Alzheimer’s disease.

Elaine will be remem-
bered as the beloved 
wife and best compan-
ion of William “Bill” for 
51 years. She is sur-
vived by her adoring 
c h i l d r e n ,  J e n n i f e r 
Mertz (Jeffrey) and 
Jeffrey Kuester (Helga). 
She also was proud 
g r a n d m o t h e r  t o 
Charlotte, Adelaide and 
Amelia; and sister to 
Carolyn Blackmore, 
David King and Frances 
Ziegenhals.

Elaine attended the 
University of Corpus 
Christi and became an 
English teacher. She 
later had a successful 
career as a flight atten-
dant for Pan American 
A i r l i n e s ,  P r o  A i r 
Air l ines  and Ryan 
Airlines, taking time 
during her career to 
raise her two children. 
Her spirited and ener-
getic persona helped 
her become a lead in-
flight purser at Pan Am 
and chief flight atten-
dant at Pro Air.

An active member of 
the Junior League of 
Detroit, Elaine also vol-
unteered on many 
church committees. 
She loved supporting 
her children’s interests. 
In addition, she was an 
active world traveler to 
more than 60 countries 
and loved skiing and 
boating.

A celebrative memo-
rial gathering will be 
held at a later date.

In lieu of flowers, 
contributions may be 
made to the Alzheimer’s 
Association, act.alz.
org.

Harry A. Hildebrandt Drusilla Eva Ross Louis Simon

Audrey McConachie Jeanne E. Becker Seaver Elaine King Kuester

See OBITS, page 5B
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From left, Michael Groh, CRNA; Jola Forthoffer, CRNA; Josh Tranchida, anes-
thesia technician; Dan Zeldes, anesthesiologist; and Greg Tarver, who raised 
money for lunches.

The COVID-19 pan-
demic has affected many 
people in many ways, but 
for City of Grosse Pointe 
resident Greg Tarver, it 
sent him on a mission.

Since Thanksgiving, 
Tarver and his band of 
volunteers have col-
lected funds, purchased 
meals and delivered 
them to frontline health-
care workers.

“I’ve managed to 
deliver more meals than 
I can count,” he said.

Since Thanksgiving, 
Tarver and his friends 
have collected funds 
through a GoFundMe 
account or cash dona-
tions, then buy meals 
from restaurants that are 
struggling because of the 
pandemic.

Last week, they deliv-
ered 10 meals to anes-
thetists and respiratory 
staff  at  Beaumont 
Hospital, Grosse Pointe. 
The week before that, 
meals were delivered to 
Ascension St. John 
Hospital’s wound care 
staff, as well as staff pro-
viding respiratory care. 
Previous benefi ciaries of 
Tarver’s project include 
Ronald McDonald House 
and Henry Ford Hospital.

Giving to others is 
nothing new to Tarver, 
who’s been delivering 
food to homeless shel-
ters more than a decade. 

“My volunteers are 
friends who’ve helped 
me,” Tarver said. “We 
volunteer at outreach 
centers and churches. If 
something comes up that 
we feel the need to sup-
port, we will. I’ve always 
lived a blessed life, so I 
try to give back when-
ever I can.”

With shelters largely 
closed because of the 
pandemic, he switched 
gears to frontline work-
ers, for whom he has a 
tremendous amount of 
respect.

A cancer survivor, 
Tarver said he wants to 
let frontline workers 
know they are appreci-
ated for the work they 
do.

“That’s another reason 
I do what I do,” he said, 
noting his cancer treat-
ment. “I’m trying to 
make sure everybody 
who supported me 
through those years, I 
want to get to them by 
the end of the year to let 
them know how I appre-
ciate what they did.”

A regular rider with 
Grosse Pointe Pedalers, 
Tarver also said he was 
inspired by the cycling 
friends he no longer 
sees.

“A lot of nurses in the 
respiratory department 
at St. John ride with us; 
a lot of doctors, too,” he 
said. “When COVID hit 
… we saw them in April, 
but we haven’t seen them 

since. They’re on 12-hour 
shifts, six or seven days 
a week. They really 
aren’t able to be social. 
… Since I know some of 
these folks, this lets me, 
in my own personal way, 
say thanks.”

So far Tarver has pur-
chased meals from Lape 
Soul Food, Detroit 
Pe p p e r  C o m p a n y, 
Woodward Bistro and 
Woodward Grill. 

Tarver said he plans to 
continue to raise money, 
help struggling restau-
rants and deliver food to 
the front lines as long as 
he can.

“I don’t plan to end it 
any time soon,” he said. 
“A lot of people are still 
struggling.”

He hopes to make a 
delivery to St. Mary’s 
Hospital in Livonia 
around Valentine’s Day 
and also plans a return 
trip to Beaumont, Grosse 
Pointe.

Recommendations are 
welcome, he added. 
Those interested in 
donating may fi nd a link 
to his GoFundMe account 
on his Facebook page.

“I’m enjoying it; it’s fun 
and the meals are good,” 
he said of his deliveries. 
“I’m glad to be able to let 
people know somebody 
appreciates them and 
that we’re still thinking 
about them. If I can take 
10 or fi ve or 100 lunches 
somewhere and have the 
means to do it, I’ll do it.”

City man spearheads 
donations, food distribution
By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Mary Ellen 
O’Connor

Grosse Pointe Woods 
resident Mary Ellen 
O’Connor, 85, passed 
away Sunday, Jan. 10, 
2021, at Ascension St. 
John Hospital. She was 
born Dec. 2, 1935, in 
Grosse Pointe, to Ralph 
and Pearl Beaupre (nee 
Moran).

A 1952 graduate of St. 
Paul Catholic High 
School, Mary Ellen had a 
career in property man-
agement at Comerica 
Bank in Detroit.

Mary Ellen was an 
excellent knitter; she 
gave knitting lessons and 
created amazing sweat-
ers, hats and mittens. She 
enjoyed fishing, bird-
watching and teaching 

her children and grand-
children about nature. 

Mary Ellen is survived 
by her sons, James III 
(Cynthia), Daniel and 
Hugh (Anne); grandchil-
dren, Allison (Daniel), 
Daniel (Evie), Keely, 
Callaghan, Quinn, Iyla 
and Finnian; and great-
grandchildren, Zachary 
and Kyle. She was prede-
ceased by her husband, 
James E. O’Connor; son, 
Michael; sisters, Shirley 
Tamm, Betty Tamm, 
Joan Lentz,  Paula 
Johnson and Judy 
Beckman; and brother, 
Ralph Beaupre.

Interment took place at 
Great Lakes National 
Cemetery in Holly.

Mary Ellen O’Connor

OBITS:
Continued from page 4B

gives us an opportunity 
to change some things.”

Mokray said the club is 
open to feedback regard-
ing its changes; the 
more, the better.

“We’re not able to 
please everybody all the 
time, but we certainly 
want to make some 
changes,” he said, noting 

a few open offi cers’ seats 
for those interested in 
helping out. “Anyone is 
welcome to try us out. 
We are willing to accom-
modate. Clubs today are 
what you make of them. 
... We have lots of inter-
esting backgrounds here, 
which adds a lot of per-
spectives to the club.”

Men’s Club meetings 
take place at 11 a.m. the 
second and fourth 
Tuesdays of each month.

U p c o m i n g  g u e s t 
speakers include Katie 
Doelle, author of “Grand 
Estates  of  Grosse 
Pointe,” on Feb. 9; Jarrett 
Skorup, director of mar-
keting and communica-
tions for Mackinac 
Center for Public Policy, 
on Feb. 23; and Jim 
Semerad, retired U.S. 
Navy commander and 
p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e 
Brodhead Association, 
on March 9.

CLUB:
Continued from page 3B

The American Red Cross typically has 
a tough time keeping the blood supply 
strong during the winter months when 
inclement weather and seasonal ill-
nesses can impact donors. This year the 
pandemic adds in another challenge in 
keeping the blood supply strong. The 
Red Cross is urging healthy individuals 
to make an appointment to give blood 
or platelets this month.

Every day there are thousands of 
patients who rely on lifesaving blood 
donations.

As a thank-you for helping ensure a 
stable blood supply, those who come to 
give this February will receive a $5 ama-
zon.com gift card via email, courtesy of 
Amazon. Some restrictions apply; visit 
redcrossblood.org/together.

Make an appointment to give blood, 

platelets or plasma by downloading the 
Red Cross Blood Donor App, visiting 
redcrossblood.org, calling (800) 733-
2767 or enabling the Blood Donor Skill 
on any Alexa Echo device.

The Red Cross is testing blood, plate-
let and plasma donations for COVID-19 
antibodies.

The Red Cross is not testing donors to 
diagnose illness, referred to as a diag-
nostic test. To protect the health and 
safety of Red Cross staff and donors, it 
is important that individuals who do not 
feel well or believe they may be ill with 
COVID-19 postpone donation.

Health and safety protocols, includ-
ing wearing masks and staying socially 
distant, are strictly followed at each 
Red Cross blood drive and donation 
center.

Red Cross urges blood donation 
to maintain supply amid pandemic

PFLAG Grosse Pointe presents a live 
Zoom conversation with celebrity fash-
ion stylist, author and speaker, Andrew 
Gelwicks, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. Thursday, 
Feb. 11. Free tickets are available at bit.
ly/3aduEjI. 

Born and raised in the Midwest, 
Gelwicks worked at GQ and Teen Vogue 
before beginning his own venture as a 
celebrity fashion stylist. His portfolio 

includes rising and seasoned stars 
including Catherine O’Hara and Michael 
Douglas, among many others.

He also is an author and has been pro-
fi led in Forbes, The Hollywood Reporter, 
Los Angeles Times, People, Harper’s 
Bazaar and WWD, among others, and 
was featured on the OUT100 in 2020. He 
lives in New York City. Learn more 
about him at andrewgelwicks.com.

Virtual chat with Andrew Gelwicks set

Worship
  Service

800 Vernier Road (Corner of Wedgewood)

(313) 884-5040

Rev. Sean Motley, Senior Pastor
~ “Go Make Disciples” ~

www.feelc.org

FIRST ENGLISH EVANGELICAL
   LUTHERAN CHURCH

9:30 am - Worship Service
9:30 am - Spark Church
11:00 am - Worship Service

Service on youtube at FEELC-GPW and on our
facebook page First English Lutheran Church. 

Sunday 10AM services are on
Zoom Meeting online and phone
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4105997963

415-762-9988, then enter 4105997963
AND with a Drive-in service in 

the parking lot

www.gpcong.org

Grosse Pointe
Congregational

Church
(United Church of Christ )

Grosse Pointe
UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH

Rev. Dr. Ray McGee

      

www.facebook.com/ 
GrossePointeUMC

www.gpumc.org 
313-886-2363

Join us online for 
Sunday morning  

worship
https://gpumc.info/ 

SundayWorship

Learn more about us by 
visiting our Facebook page:

SUNDAY
8:15 & 10:45 a.m. - Worship Service

9:30 a.m. - Bible Study
10:45 a.m. - Sunday School

MONDAY
7 p.m. - Worship Service

2nd & 4th Monday of the Month
WEDNESDAY
10 a.m. - Bible Study

Randy S. Boelter, Pastor
Making New Disciples-
Building Stronger Ones

Christ the King
Lutheran Church

and Preschool
Mack at Lochmoor • 884-5090

www.christthekinggp.org

Sharing Godʼs grace through Christ, 
we love, pray, rejoice and serve.

All are welcome!

Worship Online
With Us!

Visit stpaulgp.org and
scroll to Quick Links

Select Our Youtube Channel
or Our Facebook Page

375 Lothrop at Chalfonte
Grosse Pointe Farms

313.881.6670
The Rev. Justin Dittrich

15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park, 
Michigan 48230-1302

Ambrose
Saint

Catholic Church

Masses
Saturday Vigil — 4:00 p.m.
Sunday — 8:30 and 11:15 a.m.Sunday — 10:00 a.m.

020421
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Close To Home                                       John McPherson

Family Circus                                       Bill and Jeff Keane Dilbert                                                                      Scott Adams

Blondie                                                                     Chris and Dean Young

Beetle Bailey                                                     Greg and Mort Walker

Peanuts                                                                                                                                             Charles M. Schulz

““““““CCCCCCCCCCllllooooossssseeeeee tttttttthhhhhhhhhhhhaaaattttttt  ddddddddddddddoooooooorrrrr,,,,,, BBBBBBaaaarrrfffffffyy!!!!  WWWWWWWWWWWeeeeeee’’’’rrrreeeeeeee nnnnooooottttttt ttttttttrryyyyyyiiiinnngggg ttttttttoooooooooo 
hhhhhhhheeeeaaaatttt ttttttthhhhhhhheeeeeeeee   wwwwwwwwwwhhhhhhhhoooollleeeeeeee  nnnnneeeeiiiggggggghhhbbbbbbbbbbbbooooorrrhhhhhhhhhhooooooooooddddddddddd,,,,,,, yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy’’kkkkkknnnooooowwww.....”””””””

©2021 Bill Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com
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Flying McCoys          Glenn McCoy

Marmaduke                                      Paul & Brad Anderson

Ziggy                          Tom Wilson

Over The Hedge                                              Michael Fry and T. Lewis

Andy Capp                                                                 Reg Smythe

Wizard of Id      Created by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart. Currently by Mason Mastroianni

Carpe Diem                                                             Niklas Eriksson
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Reality Check         k Dave Whamond Bizarro             Dan Piraro and Wayno

Universal Crossword

© 2021 by Andrews McMeel Universal
www.upuzzles.com

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER

Edited by David Steinberg February 4, 2021
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Think Inside the Box by MaryEllen Uthlaut

ACROSS
1 Digital data

transmitter
6 Bounding

gait
10 Give a 

makeover
14 Harden (to)
15 Homer’s

“Odyssey,”
e.g.

16 Islamic ruler
17 Meteo-

rologist’s
jewelry?

19 Number 
symbolized
by its third
letter

20 “Help!” signal
21 Pilot 

products
22 Cries

crocodile
tears on
stage,
perhaps

24 The one
specified

25 Speak
without
distinction?

26 Military 
leader’s
jewelry?

32 British
fellows

33 Many
moons

34 ___ Paulo,
Brazil

35 Home with
your honey?

36 Enjoys taffy
38 Rotisserie

rod
39 Fermented

malt drink
40 Russia’s ___

Mountains
41 Full of energy

42 Waiter’s 
jewelry?

46 Moved up
47 Nothingness
48 Put a value 

on
51 Canary’s 

sounds,
collectively

52 Filmdom’s 
DuVernay

55 Baptism, 
for one

56 Cricket 
player’s 
jewelry?

59 “Argo” actor 
Arkin

60 Tel ___
61 Without

interruption
62 Some 

Little League
players

63 Show of 
temper

64 Certain 
art class 
models

DOWN
1 Hit’s

counterpart
2 “Hold

___ your 
dreams”

3 Pairs like 
The Judds

4 Make a 
mistake

5 Tennessee
city known 
for blues

6 Rough shed
7 Chooses
8 Part of an 

Insta story
9 Levels of 

authority
10 Correct the

bad habits of
11 Give off

12 Headfirst
plunge

13 Unrefined
finds in
mines

18 Stop nursing 
gradually

23 Fall 
bloomers, 
for short

24 Cassette
recording

25 Flat-
bottomed 
boat

26 Word before
“pepper” or
“powder”

27 Place of 
refuge

28 Examines by
touching

29 Jelly that
may contain 
pieces of 
meat

30 Overly 
trusting

31 Lavish 
affection (on)

32 Burn slightly

36 Piece of a
soccer goal

37 Long-eared
sprinter

38 Went
smoothly?

40 ETs’ vehicles
41 French city

where seven 
popes lived

43 Spinach
and others

44 Unfold, as
a theory

45 Rice-A-___
48 Egyptian 

or Emirati
49 Airtight

tower
50 Time at

a resort
51 Large gulp
52 Acted like
53 One may

climb a wall
54 “No ifs, ___

or buts!”
57 Lab eggs
58 Antelope

with a mane

2/4
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Complete the
grid so every row,
column and 3 x 3
box contains
every digit from
1 to 9 inclusively.

Previous puzzle 
solution

U N I V E R S A L
Sudoku Puzzle

The Lockhorns                        Bill Hoest, Bunny Hoest and John Reiner

Hagar The Horible                                     Dick Browne and Chris Browne

F Minus                                                                               Tony Carrilo

Crock                                                      Created by Bill Rechin and Brant Parker

Crankshaft                                                           Tom Batiuk and Dan Davis

Garfield                                                                      Jim Davis

Wumo                                               Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler

B.C.                                                    Johnny Hart and Mason Mastroianni

Mother Goose and Grim                                               Mike Peters
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UUUUUUUUUUUSSSSSSSEEEEEEEDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD    UUUUUUUUUUUPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP  AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAALLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL   TTTTTTTTTTTTTTHHHHHHHEEEEEEEEEE   WWWWWWWWWWWWOOOOOOORRRRRRRDDDDDDDDDSSSSSSSSSSSSS   IIIIIIIINNNNNNNNN   TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTHHHHHHHIIIIIISSSSSSSSSSSSS    OOOOOOOOOOOONNNNNNNEEEEEEE......””””””””
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114 MUSIC EDUCATION

211 HELP WANTED
MANAGEMENT

HELP WANTED
Circulation/Classified
Advertising Manager

 Experience in both circulation and 
classified advertising departments 
required. Knowledge of Circulation 
Pro and Advertising Manager Pro  
software preferred.

Send resumé and  
salary requirements to:

publisher@grossepointenews.com

406 ESTATE SALES

This lovely home features beautiful high 
quality furniture and decorative items. 
Check website for photos and details.

BEAUTIFUL MOVING SALE
Friday February 5th, Saturday February 6th

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.

STREET NUMBERS HONORED FRIDAY ONLY AT 8:30 A.M.
Our numbers given between 8:30 - 9:00 a.m.

Check website for photos and details. stefeksauctions.com

020421

313-881-1800

437 LAKELAND
Grosse Pointe City

119 TRANSPORTATION /
TRAVEL

586-267-5941

AIRPORT
SHUTTLE!

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

CDL-A Drivers
Wanted

3 months minimum
experience,

excellent pay,
benefits, sign on

bonus, 401K,
dedicated routes

Romeo and Wayne
dispatch.
Call Kirt

(586)752-4529
Ext 1032

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL 210 HELP WANTED

RESTAURANT
210 HELP WANTED

RESTAURANT

302 CAREGIVER

400 ANTIQUES /
COLLECTIBLES

406 ESTATE SALES

412 MISCELLANEOUS
ARTICLES

DENTAL
INSURANCE

from Physicians
Mutual Insurance

Company.
Coverage for 350
plus procedures.

Real dental
insurance - NOT just
a discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now!

Get your FREE
Dental Information

Kit with all the
details!

1(855)524-0779

com/mipress #6258

412 MISCELLANEOUS
ARTICLES

415 WANTED TO BUY

613 WANTED TO BUY

DON’T FORGET-
Call your ads in EARLY!

Classifi ed
Advertising

(313)882-6900 x1

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

Classifi eds
Work For You

To place an ad call:
(313)882-6900 x1

313-882-6900 ext. 1

911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK 911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK

914 CARPENTRY

920 CHIMNEY REPAIR

927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

929 DRYWALL / PLASTERING

934 FENCES

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

945 HANDYMAN 945 HANDYMAN 948 INSULATION

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

957 PLUMBING
& INSTALLATION

960 ROOFING SERVICES

981 WINDOW WASHING

DIRECTORY OF SERVICES
Some classifications are not required by law to be licensed. Please check with the proper state agency to verify license.

DON’T FORGET-
Call your ads in EARLY!

Classifi ed
Advertising

(313)882-6900 x1

Classifi ed Advertising
313-882-6900 ext 1 (313)882-6900 ext. 1

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Place an Order
MAIL OR FAX THIS FORM (OR PLACE AN ORDER ON OUR WEB SITE)
Grosse Pointe News
Mail: Classified Advertising, 16980 Kercheval Ave., Grosse Pointe, MI 48230

YOUR ADVERTISEMENT

CLASSIFICATION NAME:

YOUR CONTACT AND BILLING INFORMATION

NAME:

STREET ADDRESS:

CITY:                                                         STATE:                ZIP:

PHONE

AMOUNT ENCLOSED:

CARD NO:                                                                 EXP. DATE:

Prepayment is required. We accept credit cards, cash and check.

Phone: (313) 882-6900 Ext. 1  Fax: (313) 882-1585

Web: grossepointenews.com 

Email: classifieds@grossepointenews.com

$25.35 FOR 12 - 25 WORDS. ADDITIONAL WORDS, .30¢ EACH. CALL FOR COLOR!

NO. OF WEEKS:                  X    COST PER WEEK:                =    TOTAL:                  

28                      $26.2527                      $25.9526                      $25.6525                      $25.35

32                      $27.4531                      $27.1530                      $26.8529                      $26.55

PHONE: 313-882-6900 EXT. 1 WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COMFAX: 313-882-1585

DEADLINES
Please call for holiday deadline
dates and times, subject to change.

PRICING
Prepayment is required.
We accept credit cards, cash  
and check.

FREQUENCY DISCOUNTS
Given for multi-week scheduled
advertising, with prepayment or 
credit approval. Call for rates or for 
more information. Phone lines can 
be busy on Monday and Tuesday.
Please call early.

WORD ADS:
12 - 25 words for $25.35;
additional words are 30¢ each.
Abbreviations are not accepted.
BORDER ADS STARTING AT:
$26.00 per column inch

CLASSIFYING
AND CENSORSHIP
We reserve the right to classify 
each ad under its appropriate 
heading. The publisher reserves 
the right to edit or reject ad copy 
submitted for publication.

CORRECTIONS
AND ADJUSTMENTS
Responsibility for classified 
advertising errors is limited to either  
a cancellation of the charge or a  
re-run of the portion of the error. 
Notification must be given in time for  
the correction in the following issue.  
We assume no responsibility for the 
same after the first insertion.

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M.
CLASSIFIED WORD ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M. 
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2 Super Bowls enough
Longtime sports editor Chuck Klonke tells 

tales over covering the big game PAGE 6C

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

 After a football season unlike
any other, the Super Bowl is fi -
nally almost here. Tom Brady 
is on a quest to further cement
his status as the greatest of all 
time by winning a seventh Su-
per Bowl ring, this time with
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. To
do it, he’ll have to go through 
Patrick Mahomes, who’s look-
ing to build his own dynasty 
with the Kansas City Chiefs.
 To bring the spectacle of 
the Super Bowl a bit closer 
to home, Grosse Pointe high 
school football coaches were
asked their thoughts on the 
big game.
 These coaches may be rivals
on the gridiron, however, they 
all agree in their predictions of 

who will come out on top Sun-
day night. 
 Coaches Tim Brandon of Grosse
Pointe South High School, Joe
Drouin of Grosse Pointe North 
High School and Tarif Kumasi of 
University Liggett School all

predict the Kansas City Chiefs
will win.  
 “I think the run that the Bucs
have made up to this point is 
pretty impressive, but the Chiefs 
are just too good, especially on 
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Local coaches agree on
Sunday bowl predictions

Top right photo, Detroit Lions Men’s Night on December 9, 1957. From left, Grosse Pointe High School coach 
Ed Wernet, Lions’ Tobin Rote, Bruce Boardman and Al Harrants, both class of ‘58, Lions’ Joe Schmidt and Ed
Barach, AD at Grosse Pointe High School.

TopTop left photo, Detroit Lions
All-Pro defensive back Jack 
Christiansen and Bruce 
Boardman at a 1957 high 
school All-State selections 
photo shoot at Briggs Stadium
for the Detroit Free Press. 
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PHOTOS COURTESY OF BRUCE BOARDMAN
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        s football fans prepare to watch a 
Super Bowl consisting of legends in the 
making, it has to be remembered that 
the game of football has evolved tremen-
dously over the decades. The evolution 
of the game and the everlasting love for 
football can be observed in the story of 
one Grosse Pointe football alumni.
 Bruce Boardman was a standout on the 
historic 1957 Grosse Pointe Blue Devils
football team. Nowadays, it’s very rare
to see a star football player making 
game-changing plays on both offense 
and defense.   
 However, as Boardman says, back then
it was par for the course.

“In those days, you played both ways. A 
lot of the guys did,” he recalled. “I played 
a number of positions, but my senior 
year I was a fullback and a linebacker.”
 In one game against Fordson during his 
high school career, Boardman scored 
two touchdowns, recovered two fumbles 
and intercepted two passes. Imagine if in 
the Super Bowl Leonard Fournette of the 
Buccaneers runs for a touchdown then 
takes the fi eld on defense and intercepts
Patrick Mahomes. Social media would 
be talking about it for weeks. However, 
for Boardman’s generation of football 
players, it was all in a day’s work.

              

A 1957 newspaper 
clipping features Boardman on the fi eld
(at left), and Boardman today (at right).

See BOARDMAN, page 3C

d th fi ld

 Coach Brandon  Coach Drouin  Coach Kumasi

See COACHES, page 2C

Right, circa mid-1950s 
gGrosse Pointe High

School’s Blue Devils
football team.
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BIG GAME

Small Favors, enjoying its new 
home at 17112 Kercheval in The 
Village, offers a variety of items to 
help any party-thrower spruce up 
their hostessing game.

“We always sell entertainment 
items in the store,” co-owner 
Kasey Malley said, noting Small 
Favors’ assortment of chip-and-
dip dishes and other game day es-
sentials. “Our dip bowls are al-
ways great for entertaining.”

The gift gallery also sells barware, 
drinkware, kitchen and tabletop 

items that will add style to any 
game day gathering. Though 
Malley admitted hosting these 
days can be tricky, even a small 
gathering deserves fl air. 

“Just because it’s small, doesn’t 
mean it can’t be cute,” she said. 
“Even if it’s just the people in your 
own house, we need to have some 
fun right now.”

Amp up your Super Bowl party 
and spoil yourself with a treasure 
from Small Favors. For more in-
formation, call (313) 887-1774.

Small Favors has the bowls for your game

Cozy for the win! 

PHOTO COURTESY OF CAMPUS SHOP

FOOTBALL FUN FACT:
Ralph Wilson was originally a minority owner in the 
Detroit Lions before becoming one of the founding 
owners of the American Football League

PHOTO COURTESY OF SMALL FAVORS

Join the Far East crew from Campus Shop on Kercheval  
in getting as comfortable as possible for the big game on 
Sunday. They’ll be wearing “The Coziest Sweatshirt on 
Earth” to stay warm while they cheer on their favorite 
team. The stylish and soft sweatshirt with the “Far East” 
logo features unisex sizing and retails for $48.95
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offense,” Brandon 
said.
 Brandon predicted 
Kansas City to win 31-
17, making him the 
only one of the three 
coaches to predict a 
double-digit winning 
margin. 
 Drouin from Grosse 
Pointe North has the 
Chiefs winning it by a 
close score of 33-30. 
 “As much as I re-
spect Tom Brady and 
his winning tradi-
tion, I think it’s time 
for a changing of the 
guard,” Drouin said.
 Liggett’s Kumasi pre-
dicted the Chiefs to 
win as well, but thinks 
the game will be a bit 
more high scoring. 
Kumasi gave a fi nal 
score of 47-41.
 “KC is fun to watch. 
Very creative and su-
per talented,” he said. 
 He also predicts Kan-
sas City’s Travis Kelce 
will be the fi rst tight 
end to ever win the Su-
per Bowl MVP award. 
 Will the Chiefs pre-
vail like these coach-
es think? Or will the 
ageless wonder Tom 
Brady and the Bucs 
prove them wrong? 
Only time will tell. 
Based on what the 
coaches say, Super 
Bowl LV could be one 
for the ages.

COACHES
Continued from page 1C

B I N G o

FAMOUS 
ACTRESS

FAMOUS 
ATHLETE

CAR OR 
TRUCK

FUNNY
BABYCANDY

PIZZA

BEER

HOTEL

AIRLINE

ENERGY 
DRINK

SOME 
KIND OF 

CHIP

FAMOUS 
MODEL

FAST 
FOOD

CUTE 
SENIOR 
CITIZEN

SHOES

INSURANCE

RESTAURANT

MOVIE 
TRAILERMOBILE

PHONEINTERNET/
CABLE

ANIMAL
(NOT A 
DOG)

SOFT 
DRINK

WEB/
TECH

LAUNDRY 
SOAP

FREE 
SPACE

GAME 
DAY
TV AD
BINGO

Use the card at left as 
you watch the game, 
to mark what you see 
in this year’s television 
commercials!

Great for the kids or 
to play as a family.

Use coins or candy as 
Bingo chips to cover 
your card as you go. 

Have fun and enjoy 
the game!

By Alexis Bohlinger 
Staff  Writer 

 Two powerhouse foot-
ball teams are gearing 
up to compete for the 
biggest accomplishment 
in the National Football 
League on Sunday at 
Raymond James Stadi-
um in Tampa. The Tam-
pa Bay Buccaneers have 
not seen this opportuni-
ty since 2003 when they 
beat the Oakland Raid-
ers in their fi rst ever Su-
per Bowl Appearance. 
 The defending Super 
Bowl Champions, the 
Kansas City Chiefs, are 
coming into the game 
with confi dence and ex-
perience, having won 
Super Bowl LIV in 2020 
with quarterback Pat-
rick Mahomes at the 
helm of the ship. Prior 
to 2020, the Chiefs had 
appeared in two Super 
Bowls over fi fty years, 
one of which concluded 
in a victory in 1970. 
 In anticipation of the 
upcoming game, it’s 
hard not to think about 
the elements that are re-
quired to bring a team to 
this point in the season 
and even further carry 
them through to a win. 
 
 Grosse Pointe native 
Jeffrey Littmann, former 
chief fi nancial offi cer of 
the Buffalo Bills, shed 
some insight into the 

day-to-day operations 
of these organizations 
and also a bit about how 
playing a role on a team 
can fuel a winning ma-
chine. 
 Littman worked side by 
side with Buffalo Bills 
owner Ralph Wilson for 
a number of years. Be-
ginning his professional 
career as a lawyer, ac-
countant and a tax spe-
cialist, he met Wilson 
and thus embarked on 
his journey to the NFL. 
 “I started as the CFO for 
the Bills in May of 1986 
and by August I found 
myself in a suite in Tex-
as with the GM and VP 
of Player Personnel ne-
gotiating to bring Jim 
Kelly to Buffalo. I was 
thrown in head fi rst,” 
said Littmann.
 During his career with 
the Bills, Littmann saw 
the team compete in 
four consecutive Su-
per Bowls, all of which 
brought an intense level 
of excitement and ner-
vous anticipation to the 
table. 
 “Playing in the Super 
Bowl is defi nitely a two-
edged sword,” he said,  
 “The beauty of the NFL 
is that we only have one 
product and that prod-
uct is competing for the 
Vince Lombardi Tro-
phy. Everything we do is 
geared around that com-
petition and letting fans 

share in the fun, excite-
ment and tension of that 
pure competition. It’s 
the highest of the highs 
for people involved in 
the game.” 
 
 On the other hand, Lit-
tmann expressed that 
competing in the fi nal 
game of the National 
Football League can also 
be “brutal.” The season 
is now extended, which 
means more wear and 
tear on the players and 
less time for recovery 
leading into next season. 
 There is also the strug-
gle of keeping your win-
ning team together to 
get back to the big game 
next year.   
 “If you win the Super 
Bowl, your players are 

now the most desired 
players in the NFL,” 
said Littmann. “Other 
teams want that feeling 
in the locker room and 
the leadership from the 
men that made it hap-
pen. Your guys are now 
worth more than they 
were the season before. 
Being the best team in 
the league, you now 
get last pick in each 
round of the draft. It’s a 
hard place to stay once 
you’ve gotten there. The 
reward for good work is 
more work.” 
 Despite the lows, no 
one would trade an op-
portunity to compete in 
this game. After losing 
the fourth Super Bowl 
with the Bills and being 
asked on a morning in-

terview if it was time to 
give up, Ralph Wilson 
simply replied, “There 
are still 11 teams in the 
National Football Con-
ference that have not 
beaten me in the Super 
Bowl and I want to give 
them that chance.” 

 The passion and drive 
that it takes for a team 
and an organization to 
collectively compete at 
this level is a prime ex-
ample of the teamwork 
and leadership that 
Ralph Wilson poured 
into his work every day.   
 “He lived and breathed 
the game,” Littmann 
said. 
 Littmann’s experience 
provides a unique per-
spective and fi rst-hand 

insight into the key com-
ponents that go into an 
organization performing 
at peak capacity. “You 
need top to bottom lead-
ership, a GM that brings 
in the right kind of peo-
ple that fi t with the per-
sonality and talent that’s 
there. You need a coach-
ing staff that brings the 
best out of each player 
individually and as 
teammates that come to-
gether to get it done.”
 Heading into the Super 
Bowl LV on Sunday,  the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
and the Kansas City 
Chiefs will undoubtedly 
be bringing their best 
to the table in what will 
most likely be an unfor-
gettable Championship 
football game. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF JEFFREY LITTMAN

Bills CFO reveals intense inner
workings of a Super Bowl team
Grosse Pointe native 
Jeffrey Littman describes 
how being part of a team 
fuels winning machine

Jeffrey Littman, left, with Ralph Wilson, the late Grosse Pointe owner of the Buffalo Bills, “in the jungle” on the field before 
a Bengals game.
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OUR MVPs 
(Most Valuable Pups)

MVP* ROSTERMVP* ROSTER
(*Most Valuable Pup)

2021

Quarterback
TIPPY*
Coach: GPAAS

Long “Snacker”
BANDIT
Coach: Anne Gryzenia

This boy is fast with 
the ball (as well as 
the squeaky toy).
Run, Tippy, run!

Fullback
CARMELLA*
Coach: GPAAS
She runs, she 
catches, she blocks 
...and she thrives 
on contact! (Like 
hugs and scratches.)

Running Back 
APPA
Coach: Sean Hulway
Appa’s always 
‘running back’ to 
the Lions, no matter 
what. Gotta love 
that loyalty!

“Woofensive” Line
ROXY*
Coach: GPAAS
This girl knows how 
to guard. Strength 
and beauty make this 
pretty girl a winner!

Wide “Retriever”
BRODY
Coach: Holly Ryan
Brody will catch 
whatever gets 
passed. Like yummy 
doggie treats!

Defensive Line 
BELLA*
Coach: GPAAS
She’s got your back
(if you scratch hers)!
You can’t defend 
your heart from this 
sweet girl.

Tight End
RIVER*
Coach: GPAAS
River stops the 
defense in their 
tracks. Who could 
ever get around that 
cute face?

Cornerback 
WINSTON
Coach: Kristy Schena
Fast and curious! 
Winston’s always 
got his team covered, 
usually in doggie 
kisses.

Linebacker
CHARLIE*
Coach: GPAAS
Strong and fast, this 
boy can shadow with 
the best. He’ll be 
your BFF on and 
off the fi eld.

Did someone say 
snacks?

This year’s MVPs have it all. Courage, agility, and cute squishy noses that can go the distance.
Join us in congratulating this fi ne group of football-loving canine champions!

*All the pups “coached” by GPAAS are available for adoption.

Please contact the Grosse Pointe Animal Adoption Society at 
313-884-1551 or visit www.gpaas.org to inquire about 

adopting one of these available superstars.

Proud to support GPAAS

Both Tom Brady and 
Mahomes are looking to 
prove their dominance 
of the football world in 
this Super Bowl. It’s un-
likely that their teams 
will ever achieve a dom-
inant milestone that 
Boardman and the 1957 
Blue Devils team were 
able to accomplish.
 “We lost one game, and 
that was at Flint North-
ern,” Boardman re-
membered of the 1957 
season. “We lost 7-0. 
A kid had an 87-yard 
touchdown run to score 
their seven points. That 
was the only points we 
gave up all year.”
The Kansas City Chiefs 
were one of the original 
franchises of the Ameri-
can Football League. 
After graduating from 
Grosse Pointe in 1958, 
Boardman continued 
his football career at the 
University of Michigan. 
Although Boardman 
says he never seriously 
considered playing pro-
fessionally, his experi-
ence at Michigan did 
present the possibility 
for an AFL tryout.
 “At that time, the Amer-
ican Football League 
was just starting,” 
Boardman said as the 
AFL was growing dur-
ing his fi nal years of 
college. “They were try-
ing to recruit anybody 
from the Big Ten. If you 
played for a Big Ten 
team to any degree, they 
wanted you to come for 
a tryout, but that didn’t 
last very long.”
 A lot has changed about 
football since Board-
man’s playing days, but 
he still keeps up with 

the game today.
“It’s hard to keep track 
of who’s on fi rst any-
more. The rise in free 
agency has sort of 
done away with the old 
way of ‘this guy came 
to Detroit and played 
through his whole ca-
reer then he left and re-
tired,’” Boardman said 
about the current play-
ers. “There’s very little 
long-term loyalty in 
the game anymore. It’s 
pretty much what guys 
are in town this year.”
 Boardman was a multi-
sport athlete during his 
days at Grosse Pointe, a 
trend that several high 
school football players 
still do maintain. Not 
only was Boardman a 
star on the gridiron, but 
he also played basket-
ball and participated 
in track and fi eld. His 
advice to current high 
school athletes, includ-
ing his own grandson 
who now plays high 
school football, Board-
man encourages them 
to take part in every op-
portunity whether it be 
in athletics or otherwise.
 “Participate in every-
thing you can,” Board-
man said he often tells 
his grandson. “Have 
fun. Enjoy it. The big 
thing is...what comes 
next? Don’t look back. 
Look forward.”
 With the Kansas City 
Chiefs and Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers looking to 
achieve a similar level 
of greatness as the 1957 
Blue Devils, Boardman 
did give his thoughts on 
who he thinks will win 
the big game. Although 
his AFL tryout dreams 
may have been short-
lived, Boardman is pre-
dicting the Chiefs to win 
it all.

BOARDMAN
Continued from page 1C

Michigan-approved 
top 10 sportsbooks 

For sports fans looking 
for even more action in 
their game, here are the 
top online betting sites 
approved by the state of 
Michigan: 

FanDuel, for MotorCity 
Casino

BetMGM/Roar Digital, 
for MGM Grand Detroit

Penn Sports Interactive/ 
Barstool Sportsbook, for 
Greektown Casino

DraftKings, for the Bay 
Mills Indian Community

William Hill, for the 
Grand Traverse Band of 
Ottawa and Chippewa 
Indians

TwinSpires, for the 
H a n n a h v i l l e  I n d i a n 
Community

Golden Nugget Online 
Gaming, for the Keweenaw 
Bay Indian Community

Rush Street, for the Little 
River Band of Ottawa 
Indians

Wynn, for the Sault Ste. 
Marie Tribe of Chippewa 
Indians

PointsBet, for the Lac 
Vieux Desert tribe

- Source: Detroit Free Press 1/29/21

(Reminder: Please 
always gamble responsi-
bly.)

Football as we know it most likely evolved from a 
medieval football game played in England and France 
known as mob football.  In it an unlimited number of 
players between villages would play with almost no 
rules, except no manslaughter or murder allowed.  

Ordinarily there were no restrictions with 
regard to playing fi eld size, typically using a 

villages church as the “end zone”.

FOOTBALL FUN FACT:

 The 2021 Super Bowl may set 
the record for the smallest 
crowd in attendance due to the 
COVID-19 virus. The game is 
slated to be played at Raymond 
James Stadium in Tampa, Fla., 
and ESPN reports that the NFL 
is planning for 20 percent seat-
ing capacity at the game. Fans 

are expected to wear masks and 
will sit in pods separated by six 
feet. That capacity restriction 
would place around 13,000 fans 
in the stadium. Super Bowl I, 
which took place in 1967, was 
the only Super Bowl in history 
not to sell out, and that drew a 
crowd of 61,946 fans.

 It likely will be even more diffi -
cult for diehard fans to attend 
the game in person. Instead, in-
dividuals can view the game on 
CBS or stream it through CBS 
All Access.
 Here are some ways to safely 
celebrate while enjoying the 
game.

· Order in. The Super Bowl is one 
of the biggest nights for pizza 
sales and other takeout. Fans 
can make it even more so by or-
dering from their favorite restau-
rants - many of which have been 
hit hard during the pandemic.
 · Keep gatherings small. If possi-
ble, host the party outside, as the 

virus does not spread as easily 
outdoors as it does indoors. 
Encourage guests to dress 
warmly and provide heat sourc-
es, like fi re pits or propane heat-
ers.
  Host a digital watch party. 
Video conferencing apps have 
been used for everything from 

work to school. Fans can gather 
online and watch the game si-
multaneously, but in their own 
homes. 
 The Super Bowl may be a bit dif-
ferent this year, but fans can still 
root for their favorite teams and 
enjoy this often thrilling game 
with family and friends.

Safe ways to celebrate the Super Bowl in a year like no other
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GAME DAY EATSSomething for everyone!
From chips and dip to caviar, these mouth-watering treats will make your gathering one to remember.

We asked celebrated local chefs as well as Grosse Pointe home cooks to share some of their favorite recipes.

Crab & Potato Taquitos
Courtesy of Chef Brian Beland, Country Club of Detroit

Ingredients:
30 each 4” corn tortilla, trimmed
1 lb crab meat, jumbo lump
1 cups potato, riced
2 oz crème fraiche
1 Tbsp chive
¼ cup Queso Oaxaca
¼  cup Queso Cojita
Salt to taste
 
Boil potatoes, rice, fold in crème fraiche, crab, cheeses 
and chives. Trim tortillas and gently pan fry in oil to 
soften the shell. Fill with the crab mix and roll up. 
Reserve for service. At service bake in an oven until 
hot and crispy.

Onion Caviar Dip
Courtesy of Chef Brian Beland, Country Club of Detroit

Ingredients:
1 Tbsp dried, minced onion
¾ cup  sour cream
½ cup  mayonnaise
2 Tbsp  buttermilk
1 tsp Sherry wine
1 tsp granulated onion
1 tsp  granulated garlic
1 ½ tsp. sea salt 
3 - 4 turns  freshly ground black pepper
¼ cup  fresh sliced chives to garnish
1 oz  sturgeon caviar

Heat the oven to 300°F. Spread the dried minced on-
ions on a baking sheet and brown them in the oven. 
This only takes about 3 minutes so keep a close eye on 
them. Cool completely. 

Mix the sour cream, mayonnaise, and buttermilk in a 
bowl with a whisk.  

Add the dried, minced, and toasted onion, the onion 
powder, and the granulated garlic. Stir to combine. 
Season generously with fresh ground pepper and salt.

Fold in chives, reserve some to sprinkle on top. Trans-
fer to a serving bowl and top with reserved chives.

 Luxurious:  Serve with a sturgeon caviar on top or 
gently folded in.

Creamy Sausage Dip
Courtesy of Linda Shannon

Ingredients: 
1 can Rotel tomatoes
1 large pkg cream cheese, softened
1 tube ground sausage (quality brand)

Cook sausage over low heat until just done, crumbling 
while cooking. Drain.

Mix sausage and cream cheese, add Rotel tomatoes. 
Bake at 350 degrees until bubbling. Serve with 
Fritos Scoops.

Pepperoni Bread
Courtesy of Mombeau’s Table

Ingredients: 
Pizza dough, uncooked
4 oz hard salami
6 oz pepperoni
6 slices provolone or other cheese
¼ cup grated parmesan
2 eggs
Ready-made marinara sauce

Let dough rest for 30 mins or until room 
temperature. Preheat oven to 375 degrees. 
Roll dough into an oval shape, on a 
floured surface, until 1/4 inch thick. 

Mix egg, parmesan, and 1 tsp of water. 
Brush the mixture over the dough. 
Layer salami over the dough,
top with pepperoni. Lay 
cheese down the center, do not 
overlap. Fold half of the dough 
into the center and the other 
half over top into a long roll. 

Place on baking sheet lined with 
parchment paper, seam side up.

Mix other egg and 1 Tbsp water 
and brush over the top. Bake 
35 minutes or until golden 
brown. Let sit for at least 15 
minutes before slicing. Serve 
with marinara sauce for dipping.

Touchdown Chili
Courtesy of Debby Wright

Ingredients:
2 lb ground beef
1/2 tsp chili powder
1/4 tsp ground cumin
2 large onions, chopped
4 garlic cloves, minced
1 jalapeño pepper, seeded and chopped
2 Tbsp vegetable oil
2 (15 oz) cans tomato sauce
1 (15.5 oz) can Mexican-style chili beans, undrained
1 1/2 cups water
1 (6 oz) can tomato paste
1/2 cup green chile or jalapeño salsa
3-4 Tbsp chili powder
1 (16 oz) can red kidney beans, drained
1 (12 oz) can beer
1 2 1/4 oz) can sliced ripe olives, drained
1/2 tsp ground cumin
Salt and pepper to taste
Hot sauce to taste

Toppings:
Shredded cheddar cheese
Sour cream
Slice ripe olives
Tortilla chips
Jalapeño pepper flower (optional)

Cook ground beef with 1/2 tsp chili powder and 1/4 tsp 
cumin in Dutch oven until brown, stir to crumble. 
Drain. 

Sautee onion, garlic and jalepeno in oil until tender, 
then add ground beef mixture.

Stir in tomato sauce, chili beans, water, tomato paste, 
salsa and 3-4 Tbsp chili powder. Cover and simmer 
20 minutes.

Add kidney beans and remaining ingredients, stir 
well. Simmer 15 minutes or until ready to serve.

Top/serve with shredded cheese, sour cream, olives 
and tortilla chips. Garnish with optional jalapeño 
pepper flower.

Yields 14 cups.

ttttEat

Easy Street Corn Chicken Nachos
Courtesy of Executive Sous Chef Domonique Moroso, 
Grosse Pointe Yacht Club

Ingredients:
1 13 oz bag Tostitos Hint of Lime Tortilla Chips
1 14.75 oz can of creamed corn
1 10 oz tub Philadelphia Jalapeño Cheddar Dip
2 ears roasted corn, kernels removed 
1/2 Tbsp Tajin seasoning
1/2 Tbsp sugar
1/2 tsp black pepper
1/4 tsp cumin
1/4 tsp garlic powder
1 rotisserie chicken, shredded
3 cup Chihuahua cheese
1 red bell pepper, diced

Crema
1 cup mayonnaise
1/2 cup sour cream
1/4 cup Sriracha (more or less for heat preference)

Garnish
1 cup Cotija cheese, crumbled
1 cup Corn Nuts
1 bunch cilantro, tops torn

Combine creamed corn, jalapeño cheddar dip, Tajin, 
sugar, black pepper, cumin, garlic powder and chicken. 

Arrange tortilla chips in a single layer. Spread chicken 
mixture over top. Sprinkle Chihuahua cheese over the 
chips and top with the roasted corn and bell pepper. 

Bake at 425F for 12-14 minutes until golden brown and 
bubbling. 

Crema
Combine mayonnaise, sour cream and Sriracha. Stir then 
place in a sandwich bag. Cut a small piece off the corner of 
the bag and pipe sauce onto nachos.

Garnish with cotija cheese, corn nuts and cilantro tops. 

Enjoy!

For Chef Brian’s Pico Verde and more great gametime 
recipes, visit grossepointenews.com/recipes

PHOTO BY LISA VREEDE
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It’s game day. You’ve been through 
a lot this year and are eagerly antici-
pating a little bit of normalcy, some 
good food and the chance to cheer on 
the team you’re rooting for.

How can you 
be  sure you ‘ll 
make it through 
your football fan-
tasy smoothly 
without those 
mini versions of 
yourself inter-
rupting all the 
bes t  p lays? 

Whistle Stop, a local gem of a 
hobby shop has some great 
solutions for parents who 
want their little ones to enjoy 
the big day too.

Leah Isley, Social Media and 
Web Manager at Whistle Stop 
offered some engaging and 
fun ideas from the store’s 
treasure trove of games and 
activities. 

For family fun or siblings, 
check out these games for 
ages fi ve to thirteen-plus.:

• Jumpin’ Monkeys, ages   
    5+/ $10.99

• Wits & Wagers: Family  
   Edition, ages 6+/ $19.99

• Bounce Off, ages 7+/ $23.99

• Slapzi, ages 8+ / $19.95

• Monopoly: The Child (Star Wars) /  
   ages 8+ / $26.99

• Codenames: Pictures, ages 10+ /  
   $19.95

• Say Anything - 10th Anniversary  
   Edition, ages 13+ / $19.99

There are also games designed to  
keep single-players or only-children 
happily occupied. 

Even within groups of children, some 
may have varied interests or prefer to 
play alone. These are great options to 
have on hand for any scenario.

• Laser Maze Jr., ages 6+ / $32.99

• Rush Hour, ages 8+ / $21.99

Finally, for kids that enjoy getting 
involved with creative projects these 
activity kits offer hours of fun for 
busy hands:

• Shake It! Beginner Craft - 
   Barnyard Animals, ages 3+ / $9.99

• MadLibs / $4.99 and up

• Craft-tastic Make Your Own Mini  
   Surprise Balls, ages 7+ / $12.99

• #HatNotHate Quick Knit  
   Loom, ages 7+ / $24.99

• Diamond Dotz / $12.99 and up

• Paint by Number / $7.99 and up

• Origami Kit - Neon, ages 7+ /   
   $14.99

Be prepared and have lots of fun 
options ready for your little ones.

Whistle Stop keeps kids busy at gametime

Your Name:   Please Circle Your Answers 

How long will it take to sing the National Anthem?  Under 2:00  or  Over 2:00 
The result of the coin toss will be: Heads  or   Tails 
The first play of the game will be:  Run  or  Pass 
Will the game be tied again after 0-0?    Yes  or  No 
Tom Brady’s first pass will be (INT = Incomplete):  Complete  or   Incomplete 
Patrick Mahomes' first pass will be (INT = Incomplete):  Complete    or   Incomplete 
Which team will score first?   Bucs   or  Chiefs 
Which team will commit the game’s first accepted penalty?  Bucs   or  Chiefs 
The jersey of the first player to score a touchdown will be:  Odd No.  or  Even No. 
Which team will call a timeout first?   Bucs   or  Chiefs 
How many yards will the game’s longest touchdown be?   Under 47.5  or  Over 47.5 
Which team will record the game’s first sack?   Bucs   or  Chiefs 
How many yards will the game’s longest made field goal be?   Under 47.5  or  Over 47.5 
Will there be an onside kick attempt in the game?   Yes  or  No 
How many total field goals will be made in the game?  Under 3.5  or  Over 3.5 
How many passing yards will Tom Brady throw for?   Under 280.5  or  Over 280.5 
How many passing yards will Patrick Mahomes throw for?  Under 324.5   or  Over 324.5 
Will either team score in the first 5 minutes of the game?   Yes  or  No 
How many total touchdowns will there be in the game?  Under 6.5  or  Over 6.5 
Which team will score last?   Bucs   or  Chiefs 

Which team will win the game?      Bucs   or   Chiefs 
Tiebreaker, if needed:  Total number of combined points   ___________________ 
**closest without going over*

Try a hearty winter IPA

Hot pretzels with mustard. Warm, rich chili. Tasty sliders. 
Football fare deserves a winter brew that compliments as 
well as refreshes. For the game or the chilly nights after, 
here are some lagers and ales that might just do the trick. 

British IPAs
· Berkshire Lost Sailor IPA
· Brooklyn East India Pale Ale
· Left Hand 400 Pound Monkey
· Middles Ages ImPaled Ale

Vienna Lagers
· Blue Point Toasted Lager
· Devils Backbone Vienna Lager
· Great Lakes Eliot Ness
· Trapp Vienna Lager

 Artisanal charcuterie meats have exploded in popularity recent-
ly, so just watch as your party guests line up to get a taste of your 
own chef-guided platter. These savory plates make a perfect ap-
petizer or even a light meal.
 Darryl Fletcher, better known as “Chef D” to fans of his televi-
sion show, is also corporate chef for Piller’s Fine Foods. He rec-
ommends the following tips for a perfect charcuterie party plat-
ter.
 Start with premium deli meats such as high end salamis or pro-
sciuttos. The Black Kassel line includes a wide array of salamis 
such as Old Forest, Picante and Mustard Seed. Also available is 
Speck, which is like a smoked prosciutto. These allergen-free 
products - free of milk, eggs, fi sh, tree nuts, peanuts, wheat, and 
soybeans - are also available at major grocery stores.
 For crudités, Fletcher recommends assorted pickles, assorted 
sliced fruit, like fi gs and pears, and grapes. For condiments, 
choose grainy Dijon mustard, honey or honeycomb, and spe-
cialty jam or chutney. And for specialty cheeses, Parmigiano-
Reggiano, Manchego, triple cream brie, or aged cheddar work 
well.
 But it’s also important to combine the correct beer and wine 
with the platter. For Old Forest salami, a fl ower-shaped lean 

blend of pork with a delicate fl avor, go with a pale lager. Mixed 
with fi nely chopped mustard seed and a hint of garlic, Mustard 
Seed salami is perfect with an unoaked Chardonnay. The cay-
enne pepper in the gypsy salami gives it a semi-hot spicy fl avor 
that pairs well with Riesling. Featuring habanero peppers, 
Picante salami is great teamed with Gewürztraminer.
Find more recipes at www.blackkassel.com.

Meat and cheese trays all the rage for entertaining and family snacking

FOOTBALL FUN FACT:

• William Clay Ford, Sr. – Detroit Lions
• Marybeth (Bowlen) Jagger – Denver Broncos
• Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. – Buffalo Bills

From the 1980’s until the early 2000’s there 
were three NFL franchise owners 

living in the Pointes:

Prepare an authentic charcuterie for the game
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SQUARES

USE THIS HANDY SHEET  FOR YOUR OWN BIG GAME “SQUARES” ACTION!

I’ve covered a lot of sporting 
events in more than 50 years of 
writing about games and the peo-
ple that play them.
 I’ve had the opportunity to cover 
NBA and Stanley Cup Finals, 
World Series, major golf tourna-
ments and MLB, NHL and NBA 
All-Star games.
 Nothing, however, compares with 
covering a Super Bowl. I’ve cov-
ered two of them. Super Bowl XVI 
at the Silverdome in 1982 and 
Super Bowl XL at Ford Field in 
2006.
 Both were entirely different expe-
riences.

Changing times
 In 1982 I was working for The 
Macomb Daily. We put out a spe-
cial section the week before the 
game so I had to attend Media Day, 
which is always held the Tuesday 
before the game. That’s the one 
event that seems to get crazier ev-
ery year.
 You have folks who probably don’t 
even know which teams are play-
ing, but have fi nagled a credential 
for Media Day. Some of the strang-
est questions come up during that 
circus. That’s when someone 
asked Washington quarterback 
Doug Williams, “Have you always 
been a black quarterback?”
 Williams was too polite to say what 
was probably running through his 
mind: “No, I just thought it would 
be a better story than if I was just 
another white quarterback.”
 The rest of the week players are 
brought into a smaller interview 
room and this is where the legiti-
mate journalists get their informa-

tion. However, the sheer number of 
press credentials makes it diffi cult 
to get to the star players. If you 
want a story that no one else is go-
ing to have, better go to the long 
snapper’s table, or the punter’s, or 
one of the offensive linemen.

A circus of events
 There is no shortage of non-foot-
ball-related events surrounding the 
Super Bowl. There’s some sort of 
party every night. One of those at 
the Henry Ford museum was when 
I had my fi rst — and last — taste of 
octopus. 

 Game day is the real adventure. 
The media headquarters for Super 
Bowl XVI were in Dearborn. In or-
der to get to the Silverdome, you 
had to take one of the shuttle bus-
es. That was a trip to remember. 
Vice-President George H.W. Bush 
decided to attend the game so we 
were sitting in traffi c for half an 
hour or more while his motorcade 
headed to the stadium.
 That made me decide that if I was 
ever in charge of the world, no poli-
tician requiring Secret Service pro-
tection would be allowed on the 
road between 6 a.m. and midnight.
 It was the fi rst Super Bowl played 
in a cold weather city — and it WAS 
cold that weekend. The game time 
temperature was fi ve degrees and 

it was snowing.
 The game between the San 
Francisco 49ers and the Cincinnati 
Bengals was one of the better 
Super Bowls. Both teams had los-
ing records the year before — 
there’s hope Lions fans — and the 
49ers’ 26-21 win marked the start 
of their dynasty under coach Bill 
Walsh.
 I wish I could have seen the whole 
game. After the third quarter we 
were herded from our seats to the 
tunnel leading to the locker room. 
By the time we made it through the 
crowd, there was only a couple 
minutes left. I heard later that two 
reporters making the trek down-
stairs had their pockets picked.
 Once the post-game interviews 
were over, it was back to Dearborn. 
Only one problem: Every writer at 
the game was ready to head back 
at the same time and the wait for a 
bus was nearly as bad as the wait 
for the COVID vaccine. There were 
no laptops — or at least very few — 
so it was diffi cult to write at the sta-
dium.
 By the time I got back to Mount 
Clemens, fi nished writing and got 
home it was 4 a.m. When I fi nally 
woke up, I told my wife they can’t 
pay me enough to cover another 
Super Bowl.
 I thought that with the weather 
conditions that accompanied the 
Super Bowl festivities, the NFL 
would never consider another 
cold-weather site and I wouldn’t 
have to worry about covering an-
other one unless by some miracle 
the Lions made it that far.

Let’s do it again
 Then along came Super Bowl XL. I 
was planning on watching that one 
from the comfort of my home until 
NFL.com called. They asked me if I 
could write stories for the NFL 
website from the time the 
Pittsburgh Steelers and Seattle 
Seahawks arrived in Detroit 

through the press conferences the 
day after the game.
 I wasn’t sure I wanted to deal with 
Super Bowl mania again until the 
NFL told me what it was going to 
pay. It was an offer I couldn’t re-
fuse.
 My job was to cover the Seahawks 
every time there was a media avail-
ability. I can’t remember how many 
stories I wrote, but it was at least 
two a day from Sunday through 
Sunday.
 Covering the game for the NFL 
was altogether different than cov-
ering for a mid-size daily newspa-
per. I got access that I’m sure I 
wouldn’t have had otherwise. The 
press headquarters were still in 
Dearborn, but on the day of the 
game I got to park in the same area 
code as Ford Field. I had a seat in 
the main press box, and I didn’t 
have to maneuver through the 
crowd to get to fi eld level for the 
post-game press conferences.
 I’ll admit I kind of enjoyed that ex-
perience, even though the game 
wasn’t that great. The Steelers won 
21-10 and their defense seemed in 

command the entire game. The 
weather wasn’t bad, either. The 
temperature on Sunday was 30 
and the entire week was balmy — 
for February in Michigan — and 
snow-free.
 It’s unlikely I’ll ever cover another 
Super Bowl but I’m glad I got to 
work two of them.

Super Bowl royalty
 I can only imagine what it has 
been like for my friend Jerry 
Green. The long-time Grosse 
Pointer and former Detroit News 
columnist is the only sports writer 
to have covered every Super Bowl. 
Jerry will turn 93 this year and the 
last I heard he was planning his trip 
to Tampa for Sunday’s game be-
tween Tampa Bay and Kansas City. 
This will be 55 of them. I’m sure 
he’ll be treated like royalty — at 
least he should be.
 If I can make it to 93, I just want to 
watch the game from the comfort 
of my recliner.

Chuck Klonke served as sports editor of the 
Grosse Pointe News for 17 years, 1991-2008.

Detroit’s Ford Field was home to  Super Bowl XL.

PHOTO COURTESY OF CHUCK KLONKE

CHUCK KLONKE
Two Super Bowls 
enough for this reporter


