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Central
library
plans
addition

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer
GROSSE POINTE

FARMS — With the com-
pletion of Grosse Pointe
Public Library’s phase
one improvement plans
in 2020, the organization
now is ready to move on-
to the second and final
phase of recommenda-
tions borne from com-
prehensive community
feedback.

While this phase
includes enhanced out-
door and indoor spaces
— a makerspace for
music, culinary arts,
crafts and more is
planned — at the Woods
branch, extensive plan-
ning also is going toward
a 7,500-square-foot,
two-story addition to the
south portion of the
Central branch building.

The addition will allow
the library to nearly dou-
ble the children’s space,
add a second program
room, incorporate an
elevator and create addi-
tional restrooms with
better accessibility. Also
included in the plansis a
reversal of the current
direction of traffic to
accommodate a drive-up
transaction window on
the south side of the
building, the addition of
a fire-suppression sys-
tem to the entire build-
ing, the loss of three
parking spaces and relo-
cating the loading dock
to the west facade.

In keeping with the
Central branch’s recent
National Register of

See PLANS, page 3A
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Summer sun & sailing

COURTESY PHOTO

Maurice Prendergast’s “The Balloon,” circa 1901, helps us usher in summer
with a brilliant, bustling beach scene reminiscent of Grosse Pointe’s beautiful
parks and the sailboats that dot Lake St. Clair this time of year.

Discharging
into lake spares
much of the Shores

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer
GROSSE POINTE

SHORES — Because the
city’s sewage infrastruc-
ture uniquely does not
connect to the Conner
Creek Pump Station, the
Shores experienced a
significantly different
event from the City,
Farms and Park amid the
heavy rainfall June 25 to
26.

Recording about five
inches of rain in a three-
hour period, approxi-
mately 150 homes in the
1,100-home city saw
anywhere from a couple
inches to four feet of
either sewage or storm-
water back up into base-
ments.

With a separated sys-
tem throughout the city,
the Shores’ sewage

See SPARED, page 10A

Park looks to outfall
as flooding solution

By Kate Vanderstelt
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK
— Due to a push from
city council members de-
siring to address resident
concerns regarding the
flood event of June 25 to
26, Grosse Pointe Park
hosted a virtual town hall
Thursday, July 8, giving
residents a chance to ask
city administrators ques-
tions. Roughly 400 resi-
dents logged onto Zoom
and Facebook to hear the

Park’s response to the
flooding event. City offi-
cials presented a
PowerPoint and a fre-
quently asked questions
sheet before the public
voiced their concerns.

A common thread
from residents: What is
the city going to do?

In 2016, a massive rain
event logged 5 inches of
rain in 12 hours in the
Park, causing flooding of
many homes’ base-

See OUTFALL, page 11A

The War Memorial
offers relief grants

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

THE GROSSE POINTES
— Industrial fans contin-
ue to dry out sections of
The War Memorial fol-
lowing late June storms
that caused severe water
damage at the institution,
as well as to basements
across the Grosse
Pointes. Despite facing
the multi-million-dollar
loss of its Patriot Theater
and construction set-
backs, The War Memorial
is pressing forward with
its mission of serving U.S.
military members.
“People are hurting;
we’re hurting,” said
Charles Burke, president
and CEO of The War
Memorial. “But it’s the

responsibility of this
institution to take that
step forward and ... put
our mission first. We’re
blessed as an organiza-
tion. It’s our responsibil-
ity to take that blessing
and amplify that good-
ness and impact our com-

munity.”
The War Memorial offi-
cially launched its

Veterans Storm Relief
Fund on Monday, offer-
ing 100 $500 grants to
veterans who experi-
enced losses from storm
damage June 24 to 27.
The $50,000 comes from
its Patriot Initiative Fund.

Veterans, their widows
or widowers and current
service member house-

See GRANT, page 3A

Potential federal relief coming

By Laurel Kraus
and Kate Vanderstelt
Staff Writers

THE GROSSE POINTES
— At a press conference
Monday, June 28, Detroit
Mayor Mike Duggan
said, “The big issue for
flooding is that you really
need help from the feder-
al government.”

Now, help from the fed-
eral government may be
on its way to relieve
Grosse Pointers of their
economic burdens
caused by severe rain,
flooding and sewage
backup June 25 to 26.

As one of the first steps
toward the state request-
ing a federal disaster
declaration, the Federal
Emergency Management
Agency, or FEMA,
Michigan State Police
Emergency Management
and Homeland Security

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Two FEMA representatives, a representative from
the U.S. Small Business Administration and two
state police officers with the Emergency
Management and Homeland Security Division talk
with a homeowner on the 1000 block of Nottingham

in Grosse Pointe Park.

and the U.S. Small
Business Administration
visited all five Pointes
Friday, June 9, and
Saturday, June 10, for a
joint preliminary dam-

age assessment.

By visiting a sample of
the homes reporting
damage to collect disas-

See RELIEF, page 4A
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| GOVERNMENT WATCH NEWS & ANALYSIS

Flooded basements, no relief in sight

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

THE GROSSE POINTES
— Who’d have thought
singer Amy Winehouse’s
refrain, “no, no, no,”
would be the fed and
county’s answer to the
Grosse Pointes’ need for
diverting overwhelming
volumes of backed-up,
untreated storm and sew-
er water into Lake St.
Clair instead suffering
foundations overflown
with a flood.

“I don’t think any of us
are willing to put any-
one’s health at risk to cut
corners,” said Michael
Regan, administrator of
the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, tour-
ing flood-damaged metro
Detroit Friday, July 9.

Discharging backed-up
sewage may lessen prob-

lems in one community
while adding to them in
another.

“Every pipe, every
drain system that travels
throughout this area
impacts other communi-
ties,” added U.S. Rep.
Brenda Lawrence,
D-Southfield, represent-
ing the Pointes. “When I
was mayor (of
Southfield), I had flood-
ing because of all the
waste coming from the
Lansing area. So, we
have to be very sensitive
to that.”

Emergency discharges
won't be considered even
during increasingly com-
mon severe rains, the
likes of which operators
of the region’s water-han-
dling grid admit are
beyond the current infra-
structure’s capacity.

“We’ve done a lot to

protect our Great Lakes,
but we have more to do,”
said Sue McCormick,
CEO of the Great Lakes
Water Authority, which
handles wastewater ser-
vices to 125 southeast
Michigan jurisdictions,
including the Pointes.
“We have about 97 per-
cent treatment of every-
thing that goes into our
system today, but 3 per-
cent yet we’re trying to
address so we don’t have
untreated discharges to
our waterways.”

Bans on emergency
discharges are theoreti-
cal at present in four of
the five Pointes, because
the cities can’t divert
sewage to the lake. The
restriction is likely to
become more debatable
as heavy rains become
more common. (Grosse
Pointe Shores is permit-

ted to discharge heavily
stormwater-diluted efflu-
ents from its sanitary
sewer system into the
lake during extreme rain-
fall, as it did June 25 to
26.)

“What we’re seeing is
happening all across the
country,” Regan said.
“These storms are
becoming more intense.
From 2010 to 2020,
Michigan alone experi-
enced 19 extreme
weather events costing
the state up to $5 billion
in damages.”

“The infrastructure in
this country was built for
the climate of the 20th
century,” Detroit Mayor
Mike Duggan said. “It is
not built for what we
have today. The storm
sewer system in Detroit

See FLOODED, page 10A

PHOTO BY BRAD LINDBERG

The Grosse Pointes’ voice in Congress, Brenda
Lawrence, gestures to a point made by Michael
Regan, administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency, about basement flooding caused
by rain June 25-26 too heavy for the Great Lakes
Water Authority system to handle.

FEMA takes hardline
on flooded man caves

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

THE GROSSE POINTES
— Qualifying a flooded
man cave for federal re-
lief isn’t as straightfor-
ward as a bedroom or
kitchen.

“FEMA covers essen-
tial living space,” said
Jann Tracey, a spokes-
woman for the Federal
Emergency Management
Agency. “A basement
may have a recreation
area, maybe a pool table.
FEMA doesn’t consider
a recreation room an
essential living space.
So, probably it would
not be covered.”

A darkroom in the
basement might. It
depends.

“A darkroom could be
a different story if that’s
your business,” Tracey
said.

As could a basement,

depending.

“If you had a bedroom
in the basement, which
many people do, and it
was used because you
don’t have enough bed-
rooms for the family in
the upstairs, then it
becomes essential living
space,” Tracey said.

Now flooded home-
owners know how to
answer that one.

“Other things often
essential in the base-
ment are the furnace,
hot water heater and
electrical system,”
Tracey said. “All of that
is essential for living.
These are the kinds of
things that would be
covered, but none of this
happens until you actu-
ally have a federal disas-
ter declaration.”

Tracey and about six
colleagues were in the

See FEMA, page 10A

Flood Damage?

Call

www.russell-building.com
586-343-8253
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City of Grosse Pointe

(313) 885-5800
grossepointecity.org

No salary for Mayor or Council
Filing deadline: July 20, 4 p.m.
*Terms expiring:

Mayor: 2-year term

Sheila Tomkowiak

Council Members

4-year terms (vote for 3)
Maureen Juip

Christopher D. Walsh

Daniel J. Williams

Grosse Pointe Farms
(313) 885-6600
grossepointefarms.org
Salary: Mayor, $900,
Council Members, $600
4-year terms for Council Members;
2-year term for Mayor
Filing deadline: April 20.
*Terms expiring:
Mayor:
Louis Theros
Council Members (vote for 3)
Sierra Leone Donaven
John Gillooly
Beth Konrad-Wilberding
Municipal Judge*
4-year term - salary $30,000
Charles T. Berschback*
Dean C. Metry*
Kevin M. Smith*
*Aug. 3 Primary

125120

Grosse Pointe Park

(313) 822-6200
grossepointepark.org

No salary for Mayor or Council
4-year terms for Council Members;
2-year term for Mayor

Filing deadline: April 20, 4 p.m.
*Terms expiring:

Mayor

Michele Hodges

Lauri Read

Council Members

(All face Aug. 3 Primary)

Darci McConnell

Max Weiner

Tim Kolar

Brian Brenner

Jeff Greer

Christine Gallagher

Thomas Caulfield

Municipal Judge, 4-year term - salary
$23,000. Expires 12-21

Carl F. Jarboe (1)

Charissa Potts

Grosse Pointe Shores

(313) 881-6565
gpshoresmi.gov

No salary for Mayor or Council
Members

4-year terms for Council Members
and Mayor

Filing deadline: July 20, 4 p.m.
Terms expiring:

Council Members

Robert H. Barrette Jr.

Sandra Cavataio

Matthew Seely

Donn Schroder

By Brad Lindberg

Staff Writer

THE GROSSE
POINTES — Three

members of Congress, a
political appointee to
the nation’s top environ-
mental agency and the
mayor of Michigan’s
largest city stumped for
the president’s trillion-
dollar infrastructure bill
during a tour last week
of metropolitan
Detroit’s flood zones.

Comments occurred
during short introduc-
tory statements and a
Q&A session at the
Great Lakes Water
Authority wastewater
resource recovery plant
in southwest Detroit
Friday, July 9.

The officials cited the
bill directly three times,

said “infrastructure”
another two dozen
times at least, talked
about the need for
bipartisanship and
working together seven
times and twice — once
by the addition of the
regional water system
head — touted President
Joe Biden’s measure as
a maker of “good-pay-
ing union jobs.”

“We see a prime
example of what water

Upcoming 2021 Elections

Municipal Judge, 4-year term -
$15,000

Charles T. Berschback*
Dean C. Metry*

Kevin M. Smith*
Primary

*Aug. 3

Grosse Pointe Woods

(313) 343-2440

gpwmi.us

Salary: Mayor, $6,000; Council Members,
$3,750

4-year terms for Council Members
and Mayor

Filing deadline: July 20, 4 p.m.
*Terms expiring:

Mayor

Art W. Bryant (appointed)
Council Members

Angela Coletti Brown (appointed)
Victoria Granger

Todd A. McConaghy

Thomas Vaughn (appointed)

City of Harper Woods

(313) 343-2500

harperwoodscity.org

Salary: Mayor, $2,700, Council Mem-
bers, $2,400

4-year terms for Council Members; 2-year term
for Mayor

Filing deadline: April 20, 4 p.m.
*Terms expiring:

Mayor

Valerie Kindle

Council Members

Ernestine Lyons

Vivian Sawicki

Ivery Toussant Jr.

*Unless otherwise specified, all seats ex-
pire in November and will be on the Nov.
2, 2021 ballot. Source: LWV-GP

infrastructure means to
communities and we
see the need to replace
and upgrade water
infrastructure to revi-
talize those communi-
ties for the next
century,” said Michael
Regan, administrator of
the Environmental
Protection Agency. “We
need to invest in our
aging water infrastruc-
ture.”

Regan continued,
“President Biden has
put water infrastructure
and climate resilience
at the center of his
build-back-better
agenda. The bipartisan
infrastructure frame-
work makes a transfor-
mational $50 billion in
climate resilience and
$55 billion investment
in our nation’s water
infrastructure. By put-
ting dollars into our
communities, we will
create good-paying
union jobs and
strengthen the future
water workforce that
our nation so badly
needs.”

The federal officials
are alike with adminis-
trators of Grosse Pointe
municipalities in saying
existing wastewater
systems are inadequate
to handle the type of
heavy, concentrated, up
to 8-inch local down-
pour that overnight
June 25 to 26 caused

water backups on roads
and in basements.

“Literally, the water
couldn’t get down catch
basins in the street; it
came down so fast,”
Detroit Mayor Mike
Duggan said. “The
infrastructure bill, I'm
really pleased to see the
bipartisan support.
Republican houses in
Grosse Pointe lost just
as much in their base-
ments as Democratic
houses in Detroit.”

“Recent flooding in
Michigan underscores
the urgent need for our
country to invest in
infrastructure,” said
U.S. Rep. Brenda
Lawrence,
D-Southfield, repre-
senting the Grosse
Pointes.

“We have a broken
infrastructure in this
county,” said U.S. Rep.
Debbie Dingell,
D-Dearborn. “Once
money is appropriated,
we have a strategic plan
to request funding,
which is why it takes
planning and working
together to get that
done.”

“This is why we have
this bipartisan infra-
structure plan,” Regan
said. “We need Congress
to get together and
appropriate resources
the president has
requested so these
resources can be allo-
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Buy Chamber Bucks!

THE PERFECT GIFT FOR ANY OCCASION!!

Purchase at the Grosse Pointe Chamber:
106 Kercheval, Grosse Pointe Farms

Phone: 313.881.4722
Or online at www.grossepointechamber.com
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Sewer politics: EPA visits Detroit,
solons talk up Biden, infrastructure

cated to agencies like
the EPA.”

U.S. Rep. Rashida
Tlaib, D-Detroit, cen-
tered on drinking water
quality and the alleg-
edly unjust location of
the water authority’s
nearly 100-year-old
main wastewater treat-
ment station on West
Jefferson across the
Rouge River from Zug
Island in southwest
Detroit.

“Don’t always think
about this as an
American issue, but
also as an environmen-
tal racism issue that has
yet to be addressed,
because many of these
infrastructures are in
the backyard of com-
munities of color,” Tlaib
said. “They have to pay
the brunt. They have to
smell it. They have to
live with it.”

Sue McCormick, CEO
of the water authority,
gave a background pre-
sentation about the
wastewater plant’s con-
struction being funded
partially by the federal
Works Progress
Administration during
economically challeng-
ing times of the Great
Depression.

“Ninety years later,
we’re at a point where
we have another great
challenge,” she said.
“We have the challenge
of renewing our infra-

See EPA, page 11A

Grosse Pointe News
USPS 230-400

PUBLISHED EVERY
THURSDAY BY
WEEKLY BUGLE, LLC

16980 KERCHEVAL AVE.
GROSSE POINTE, MI 48230
PHONE: (313) 882-6900

PERIODICAL POSTAGE PAID at Detroit,
Michigan and additional mailing offices.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: $44.50 per year
via mail in the Metro area, $65 outside.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
Grosse Pointe News, 16980 Kercheval,
Grosse Pointe, M 48230.

The deadline for news copy is 3 p.m.
Monday.

Advertising proof deadline is 5:00 p.m.
Friday.

CORRECTIONS AND ADJUSTMENTS:
Responsibility for display and classified
advertising errors is limited to either
cancellation of the charge for or a

rerun of the portion in error. Notification
must be given in time for correction

in the following issue. We assume no
responsibility of the same after the first
insertion.

THE GROSSE POINTE NEWS reserves
the right not to accept an advertiser’s
order. Grosse Pointe News advertising
representatives have no authority to
bind this newspaper. Only publication of
an advertisement shall constitute final
acceptance of the advertiser’s order.




GROSSE POINTE NEWS, JULY 15, 2021

NEWS |

Park council, candidates weigh in on flooding event

By Kate Vanderstelt
Staff Writer

The Grosse Pointe
News asked current city
council members and
council candidates the
following question
regarding the flood:

Given the large-scale
impact of the June flood-
ing event, what needs to
be done to prevent a
similar occurrence in
the future? What do you
think should be done at
the city council level?

Below are their
responses.

Current council
members

Mayor Bob Denner:
No response at press
time.

Aimee Fluitt: Council
needs to work with the
city manager to deter-

mine 1) where failures
occurred and 2) identify
and then prioritize short-
term and long-term solu-
tions. We’ll need expert
advice and creative
thinking, but this will be
our focus now. An audit
of our system is neces-
sary. I hope that some of
the changes we’d already
planned to make as part
of our water infrastruc-
ture upgrades will also
address the flooding
problem, since those
expenses were already
being planned for. Long
term, we’ll have to work
closely with our sur-
rounding communities
because this is a regional
problem and it’s not
going away. I don’t think
each city is going to be
able to solve this inde-
pendently. That’s going
to take a while, but in the

meantime, I hope to iden-
tify other steps we can
start working toward
immediately. I have a lot
of questions and ideas
that arose from our town
hall that I'll be putting
forward.

Michele Hodges: In
working with City
Manager (Nick)
Sizeland, I've learned the
city’s pumps and infra-
structure worked cor-
rectly and as intended
during the rain event. At
this point, it is our under-
standing that the Detroit
Water and Sewerage
Department and/or Great
Lakes Water Authority
experienced several fail-
ures with their systems
that caused various lev-
els of damage to many of
our residents. Working
with council, the admin-
istration is continuing to

engage in an exhaustive
investigation and evalua-
tion of this event. As
additional information is

available, it will be
shared with our resi-
dents.

As an individual mem-
ber of the city council, I
know people want
answers, they want
accountability, they want
to know what happened,
they want to know it
won’t happen again and
they want a clear path
forward. I will continue
to work collaboratively
with my colleagues, our
administration, neigh-
boring jurisdictions and
complementary agencies
to apply careful and stra-
tegic pressure that brings
resources and solutions
to the table. Residents
must know their long-
term investment in this

community is preserved
and that the city of
Grosse Pointe Park
remains an outstanding
choice.

Darci McConnell:
Residents need to know
that council members
share their sense of
urgency, are here to help
and are working toward
a solution when it comes
to crises like the storm
event. Here’s what I am
doing and will continue
to do:

Advocate that a portion
of the $1.1 million in res-
cue fund dollars be used
to assist residents and
businesses with storm
event clean-up and for
short-term remedies to
minimize flooding.

Continue to champion
and prioritize infrastruc-
ture upgrades and adjust
our budget as needed.

Research and advocate
best practices for flood
mitigation, including
whether to make Grosse
Pointe Park a “soft city,”
which utilizes tactics
such as rainwater har-
vesting, permeable pave-
ment, green roofs and
rain girders.

Use my 30-year com-
munication and crisis
management back-
ground to help develop a
crisis communication
plan and provide contin-
uous updates to residents
through coffee hours,
social media and com-
munity outreach.

Research and explore
whether new measures
are needed to hold land-
lords and contractors
accountable in emer-
gency events.

See FLOOD, page 11A

Longtime public safety otficer retires

By Kate Vanderstelt
Staff Writer
GROSSE POINTE

WOODS — Lt. David
Gardzella had no idea
when he graduated from
Eastern Michigan
University with a degree
in history he would end
up retiring from a suc-
cessful career in law en-
forcement 27 1/2 years
later.

Gardzella intended to
pursue a career in educa-
tion, potentially teaching
history, until he spoke
with some relatives and a
friend involved in law
enforcement.

“l was looking for
something that would
provide me with a little
more variety,” he said,
reflecting on his decision
to shift from education to
law enforcement. “I do

COURTESY PHOTO

Director John Kosanke, left, stands by retiree David

Gardzella.

thrive on interacting with
people and being with
the public, and I know
that teaching and law

enforcement both offer
that.”

He switched gears and
put himself through the

police academy, graduat-
ing in 1993 at 24 years
old. He sent resumes
around town and
received a call from the
Woods public safety
department.

“I think (this) was just
the path that God led me
on,” he said.

Once hired with the
Woods, Gardzella
attended the fire acad-
emy in January 1994,
and was certified as an
emergency medical tech-
nician shortly after.

Throughout his time
with the department,
Gardzella moved up
through the ranks, from
public safety officer to
corporal to sergeant to
lieutenant, and even
worked as a detective
four years.

See RETIRE, page 12A

GRANT:

Continued from page 1A

holds residing in Grosse
Pointe, Harper Woods or
Detroit’s 48215 ZIP code
are eligible to apply.

“The form is simple,
quick,” Burke said. “Our
hope is that for anybody
who is technologically
challenged, it is easy
enough that it is
approachable for all
ages. It is first-come,
first-served and we hope
to deploy the money
quickly.”

Applications are avail-
able online at warmemo
rial.org/stormrelief.
Physical copies of the

form also are available at
The War Memorial’s
front desk.

Applications will be
accepted through
Wednesday, July 28, in
person or online.

“It’s a tragic thing,”
Burke said. “Some peo-
ple might not have insur-
ance; maybe they have
nothing. An elderly
widow or widower or vet-
eran who’s by themselves
will need to hire some-
body to rip out moldy
carpet. ... This is a small
gesture that’s tangible,
immediate and we hope
it makes a difference.”

Burke said the grants
are possible due to years
of generosity from the

community. And while
this is not a fundraiser, he
said once the $50,000 is
exhausted, if anyone
wishes to further the
grant program, 100 per-
cent of donations will go
directly to the Veterans
Storm Relief Fund.

“This is in the spirit of
what we aspire to be, not
only as an institution, but
as individuals,” Burke
said. “This institution is
hurting; some of our staff
suffered severe losses,
some of our partners suf-
fered severe losses, some
of our board members
suffered severe losses.

“But this selfless dem-
onstration pales in com-
parison to what the

names on the walls
downstairs represent,”
he added. “... This is the
least we can do in this
day and age, when we all
seem so divided. Despite
these challenges, we
have a responsibility —
not as Grosse Pointe or
Harper Woods, but as
one community. The
water did not stop at one
ZIP code. ... This is a call
to action for all to come
together to take care of
our most vulnerable
who’ve given every-
thing.”

For more information
about the Veterans Storm
Relief grants, call (313)
881-7511.

PLANS:

Continued from page 1A

Historic Places designa-
tion, the State Historic
Preservation Office
issued a letter endorsing
the plan for an addition.

“Through the years,
starting in the 1960s
even, there have been
multiple plans to
improve Central and to
make it more functional
and more accessible,”
GPPL Director Jessica
Keyser said, “and all of
those plans have really
died because they either
weren’t in keeping with
the neighborhood or
they weren’t honoring
the original design or
there were space con-
straints, so we’re really
encouraged that this
plan that we have seems
to be agreeable and
acceptable to every-
body.

RENDERING COURTESY OF QUINN EVANS

The 7,500-square-foot, two-story addition is planned for the south portion of
the Central branch building.

“It’s exciting,” she
added. “We really feel
optimistic that we’ll be
able to make it happen.”

While Farms city

council unanimously
approved Central’s site
plan in late June, the
library board still needs
to approve the final

design and authorize
moving forward. This
could take place at the
August board meeting,
Keyser said.

The Week Ahead

THURSDAY, JULY 15

# Grosse Pointe Woods town hall meeting, 7 p.m. via

Zoom.

SATURDAY, JULY 17

# Grosse Pointe Park paper shredding event, 9 a.m. to
noon at Patterson Park. All Park residents affected by
the flooding event are invited; limit five boxes per
household. Wet documents will not be accepted.

MONDAY, JULY 19

# Grosse Pointe Woods City Council meeting, 7 p.m.
# City of Grosse Pointe City Council meeting, 7 p.m.

at city hall, 17145 Maumee.

TUESDAY, JULY 20

# Grosse Pointe Woods Board of Review meeting, 9

a.m.

@ Grosse Pointe Woods Senior Citizens’ Commission

meeting, 7 p.m.

# Grosse Pointe Shores City Council meeting, 7 p.m.

via Zoom.

# Grosse Pointe Park TIFA board meeting, 7 p.m. via

Zoom.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 21

# Grosse Pointe Shores Board of Review meeting, 9

a.m.

THURSDAY, JULY 22

# Grosse Pointe Park Department of Public Safety
town hall meeting, 5:30 p.m. at the Tompkins Center

at Windmill Pointe Park.

# Grosse Pointe Library Board of Trustees meeting,
6:30 p.m. Thursday, July 22, at Central Library, 10
Kercheval, Grosse Pointe Farms.

SATURDAY, JULY 24

# After Six on Kercheval, 6 to 10 p.m. on Kercheval
between Maryland and Nottingham.

Celebrate Life’s Special Moments

edmund t. AHEE jewelers

20139 Mack Avenue | Grosse Pointe Woods | 313-886-4600

ahee.com
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Pointer steps into retirement

By Whitney McDonald
Staff Writer

Jane Schmidt wears
many hats in the Grosse
Pointe community, but is
best known for her com-
mitment to the athletic
department at Grosse
Pointe South High
School.

The City of Grosse
Pointe resident started at
South in July 2001, and
dedicated nearly 20
years to the public school
before her retirement in
April.

“I loved the job,” she
said.

As the administrative
assistant for South’s ath-
letic department, she
worked closely with stu-
dent athletes and depart-
ment leaders.

She was known at
work as “Mama Jane,”
because she always took
care of everything and
everyone.

“When I do a job, I
make it part of my life,”

COURTESY PHOTO

Jane Schmidt is all smiles sitting with her four grandchildren.

she said.

Some of her fondest
memories include going
to watch the students in
playoff games at
Michigan State
University, which was
extra special because
she’s a Spartan.

During her time at
South she made it her
mission to improve
school spirit.

She took a group of 10
students to an MHSAA
leadership conference to
teach them the impor-
tance of school involve-

ment.

Those students, under
her advisement, created
the Devil’s Den, which
was a student section at
the school’s sporting
events. It was one of her
proudest moments to
watch the section and

school spirit grow, espe-
cially during fall sports.

Her involvement in
Grosse Pointe public
schools started before
she got the job at South.

She was very involved
in her three sons’ educa-
tion and served as room
mom and on the PTO at
Poupard Elementary
School.

Schmidt also worked
throughout the Grosse
Pointe community out-
side of the schools. In
1988-90 she worked on
marketing for The Hill
and she spent many
years working for the
family business at
William M. Schmidt
Associates.

“I wasn’t only part of
Grosse Pointe public
schools, I was part of the
community,” she said.

Before landing her
position at South in
2001, she worked
throughout the district
doing clerical work at
Grosse Pointe North

High School and
Monteith Elementary
School.

When the position
opened up at South, she
knew it’s where she was
meant to be.

“There’s just some-
thing about Grosse
Pointe South,” she said.

Her sons didn’t give
her too much of a hard
time for working at
South, even though they
all graduated from
North, she joked.

When she retired, she
passed the torch to her
trusted coworkers and
although it was difficult,
she knew it was the right
thing.

In her retirement she
enjoys walking, riding
her bike and doing yoga
on the riverfront.

Her favorite thing to
do is spend time with her
friends, sisters, three
sons and their families,
including grandchildren
and fur babies.

Although she will miss
her role at South, she
plans to continue to stay
involved in the Grosse
Pointe community and
lead an active lifestyle.

PUBLIC
SAFETY
REPORTS

City of Grosse Pointe

Drink and dash

A 20-year-old Park
man was arrested at 4:39
p.m. Monday, July 5,
after walking out of a
business in the 17000
block of Kercheval
Avenue without paying.

A preliminary breath
test showed his blood
alcohol content to be .259
percent and the estab-
lishment was warned for

not checking his ID
before serving him alco-
hol.

Vehicle break-in

Between 7 p.m. Sunday,
July 4, and 7:50 a.m.
Monday, July 5, a vehicle
in the 17000 block of
Mack Avenue was bro-
ken into. While it may
have been an attempt to
steal the vehicle, no items

See REPORTS, page 5A

orvean

RELIEF:

Continued from page 1A

ter impact information,
the assessment is meant
to aid the state in deter-
mining whether the
damage is beyond state
and local resources, at
which point a federal
declaration would be

requested.
At press time, the
MSP/EMHSD was work-

ing to recommend Gov.
Gretchen Whitmer
review and approve a
request for a presiden-
tial declaration for indi-
vidual homeowner
assistance, reported
Michele Sosinski, assis-
tant division com-
mander.

At the June 28 press
conference, Duggan
explained the process
for federal funding
through FEMA begins
with a governor-issued
state declaration of
emergency. Whitmer
began the process
Saturday morning,
directly following the
flood-filled night, which
prompted FEMA to come
to the area and evaluate
conditions. Following a
state request, President
Joe Biden’s declaration
of a federal disaster
would in turn unlock
FEMA funds.

Duggan believes the
likelihood of a presiden-
tial disaster declaration
is high; in 2014,
President Barack Obama
declared a major disas-

"Coffee with Joe" |
is Bacld!

to discuss issues in
Grosse Pointe Farms

Joe Ricci - Mayor Pro Tem

¢ Recent Flooding Issues
e FEMA Flood Involvement
e Flood Insurance Update

Thursday, July 29th
4pm-5pm © Kerby Field
(between Mack and Chalfonte)
Coffee and Cookies for all!

KContact joericcii@aol.com for further details.

ter for a flooding event
of less magnitude.

“If the president
declares a major disas-
ter, FEMA funds are
unlocked,” Duggan said,
“and what that means is
that individuals who lost
property, had damage to
their homes, can get a
significant amount of
federal reimbursement.
The major disaster dec-
laration is what triggers
your individual help in
your home. We’re going
to do everything that we
can to get that done.”

FEMA funds fall into
three categories: individ-
ual, public and hazard
mitigation assistance.
Individual assistance
may cover temporary
housing, repairs
required to make the
home sanitary and,
“under rare conditions,”
replacement of personal
damaged property,
according to FEMA.
Public assistance aims to
repair damages to public
facilities or infrastruc-
ture and may cover
debris removal, emer-
gency protective mea-
sures, road systems and
bridges, water control
facilities, public build-
ings and contents, public
utilities and parks, recre-
ational and other facili-
ties. Hazard mitigation
funds would cover proj-
ects working to lessen
future damage in the
case of arecurrent disas-
ter. This could cover
acquisition and demoli-
tion of flood-damaged
property, relocating
structures in danger
zones and elevating or
floodproofing homes
and commercial proper-

County, community
assist with clean out

Wayne County residents who need assistance clean-

ing debris from flood-damaged homes now can call
2-1-1 to be connected with volunteer and faith-based
organizations offering help.

The hotline operates from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily.

The county also offered flood clean-out Kits contain-
ing brushes, a mop, gloves, cleaning solution and a
squeegee to Pointe public safety departments to be dis-
tributed to residents at no cost.

While many communities arrived at the emergency
management warehouse with vehicles unable to accom-
modate the 7-foot-tall pallets, City Public Safety Director
John Alcorn said, the City was prepared with a truck
borrowed from Grosse Pointe Moving & Storage.

Having found all large public works trucks in use for
removing flood-damaged items from city streets, “I
called them up and I had an officer driving over to their
lot to pick up that truck probably within 15 minutes,”
Alcorn said, adding the company then sent a roadside
crew to help when the truck got a flat tire on the high-
way.

With some officers carrying kKits in their patrol cars
to offer to those cleaning out in the community, others
helping elderly residents remove ruined items from
their basements after work hours and one generous
resident donating cases of disinfectant to the City sta-
tion to be distributed to those in need, the community
is united in its efforts to help.

“People are doing that left and right,” Alcorn said.
“Neighbors are helping each other and that’s one of the
great things about this community throughout the
Grosse Pointes.”

— Laurel Kraus

ties, respectively.
Potential federal
funds available for resi-

he explained. “And then
they would be reim-
bursed only up to the

dents would be in the
form of reimbursements
for the cost of repairs,
reported Lt. Orville
Theaker of the MSP/
EMHSD.

“If a declaration is
authorized, then (resi-
dents) would have to go
through the process of
requesting assistance,”

CLASS OF

GROSSE POINTE NORTH REUNION

August 14th @ The Country Glub of Detroit
For ticket information:
Ei Grosse Pointe North High School Class of 1980
Ei Grosse Pointe North High School Class of 1981

Email: gpnclassof80@gmail.com

CLASS OF
1981

Only one website

gives you access to
1,000+ local REALTORS®
and a list of homes
open for tour.

www.gpbr.com

WEEKEND

126120,

amount that they’ve
used. So it’s not like a
flat rate where you just
get money. They would
have to show the amount
of money that is spent
on the repairs.”

Theaker encouraged
residents not to wait for
potential federal funds
to begin cleanup. The
Pointes instructed resi-
dents to make sure they
are extensively docu-
menting flood-related
losses.

Moving forward,
Duggan and Whitmer
stressed the importance
of updating the infra-
structure of the commu-
nity to prevent this from
happening. Duggan
believes climate change
is making waves across
the country — with wild-
fires in the west, hurri-
canes in the east and,
now, severe rains locally.

“Here in the Midwest,
it looks like these huge
rain events are going to
be our biggest risk,”
Duggan said.

“Our people are resil-
ient,” Whitmer added.
“Our infrastructure
needs to be resilient as
well.”
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from inside were miss-
ing.

Stolen plaque

A dedication plaque
honoring a former mayor
was sheared off the stand
and stolen Wednesday,
July 7, or Thursday, July
8.

Bomb threat

An unknown person
called the emergency
department at an area
hospital and threatened
to blow it up at 3:48 p.m.
Friday, July 9.

Stolen Jeep

A dark blue 2021 Jeep
Grand Cherokee with
tinted windows was sto-
len from St. Clair
between 6:30 p.m. Friday,
July 9, and 8 p.m.
Saturday, July 10.

Drunk and lost

After observing a vehi-
cle parked in the middle
of Cadieux Road at 12:32
a.m. Saturday, July 10,
the 32-year-old Chicago
driver told officers he
was in town visiting fam-
ily and was parking in
the road because “his
family lives there.”

A preliminary breath
test showed his blood
alcohol content to be .225
percent, for which he
was arrested.

Stranger danger

After a Grosse Pointe
teenager added an
unknown person to his
Snapchat account and
complied with requests
to send photos of himself,
the suspect threatened to
expose the pictures
unless he sent $500 to a
Venmo account.

— Laurel Kraus

Report information
about these and other
crimes to the City of
Grosse Pointe Public
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Farms

Found bicycle

A Pacific Cycle USA
Conquer mountain bike
was found at the Kerby

Field House parking lot
entrance at 1:57 a.m.
Wednesday, July 7.

Drugged driving

After being pulled over
for speeding 52 mph on
westbound Lakeshore
Road at 2:23 a.m. Friday,
July 9, a 38-year-old
Woods man was arrested
for operating under the
influence of drugs and
issued a citation for driv-
ing while license sus-
pended and speeding.

Blatant
borrowing

A RedMax Backpack
Blower was stolen from
near a landscaping truck
parked in the 200 block
of Grosse Pointe
Boulevard at 10:42 a.m.
Friday, July 9.

A witness to the theft
asked the unknown sus-
pect whether he was
stealing the item, to
which he replied he was
borrowing it.

Go your own way

When told to get onto
the sidewalk after being
spotted walking east-
bound in the westbound
traffic lane of Lakeshore
Road at 5 p.m. Friday,
July 9, a 24-year-old Park
man refused to do so and
began shouting threats at
the officer.

After being detained
and giving a false name,
the man was cited for
impeding traffic, giving
false information to an
officer and possession of
another person’s credit
card.

Lock car doors

Between 1 and 7 a.m.
Saturday, July 10, an
unknown person entered
an unlocked vehicle in
the 200 block of McKinley
Avenue and popped out
the vehicle ignition. A
small plastic piece stuck
inside the ignition mech-
anism prevented the
vehicle from being
started and driven away.

Concealed carry
violation

After being pulled over
for speeding 47 mph and
changing lanes without
signaling on Lakeshore
Road at 4:12 p.m. Sunday,
July 11, a 24-year-old

Monitored Home

security System

With 89 activation ¢harge
and purchase of alarm
monltoring services,

woww PainlaAlarm. com

313-882-SAFE (7233)
19261 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Woods, 48236 -

FREE!

will be auctioned:

2013 CHEVY EQUINOX
2003 CHEVY MALIBU
2020 BNTELLI SCOOTER
2008 PONTIAC G6

2015 NISSAN SENTRA
2004 PONTIAC BONNEVILLE
2009 CHEVY IMPALA
2010 DODGE AVENGER
2005 SATURN ION

Sgt. Thomas Teatsorth
Traffic Safety Section

POSTED: JULY 9, 2021
PUBLISHED: JULY 15,2021

under Public Notices.

CITY OF HARPER WOODS
POLICE DEPARTMENT
WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN
NOTICE
AUCTION OF IMPOUNDED/ABANDONED
VEHICLES

Pursuant to PA 104, an auction will be held on July 21, 2021
at 5:00 p.m. at Woods Towing, located at 22755 Lexington,
Eastpointe, MI. The following impounded/abandoned vehicles

The above vehicles can be viewed 1/2 hour prior to the
auction, at Woods Towing. Payment by cash or certified check
only. Cars listed may be pulled or released prior to the auction
by the Harper Woods Police Department.

A copy of this notice can be viewed on www.harperwoodscity.org

2GNFLEEK2D6407377
1GINE52J13M670821
LLOTCKPJXLGO000118
1G2ZH57N284180184
3N1AB7APOFY258569
1G2HY52K64U185293
2G1WB57K591133615
I1B3CC5FB2AN151938
1G8AW14F257153127

man without a concealed
carry license was found
to have a pistol with a
loaded magazine in the
passenger seat, for which
he was arrested.
— Laurel Kraus
Report information
about these and other
crimes to Grosse Pointe
Farms Public Safety,
(313) 885-2100.

Grosse Pointe Shores

Generator
disturbance

A homeowner on
Willison Road was cited at
3:08 p.m. Monday, July 5,
after several recent com-
plaints of noise distur-
bance from a generator. A
check showed 75 decibels
at the nearest property
line, which exceeds the
ordinance limit of 60, and
the homeowner agreed to
turn off the generator.

Climbing
to new heights

Officers responded to
reports of several boys
attempting to climb on
top of an area school roof
at 6:07 a.m. Wednesday,
July 7, but were unable to
locate them.

— Laurel Kraus

Report information
about these and other
crimes to Grosse Pointe
Shores Public Safety,
(313) 881-5500.

Grosse Pointe Park

Missing items

An elderly woman in
the 1100 block of
Berkshire reported her
cleaning lady allegedly
stole from her home
between Monday, June
21, and Monday, June 28.

Missing were her late
husband’s black leather
Armani jacket, a Rolex
watch, Louis Vuitton
purse and Louis Vuitton
wallet. The belongings
totaled $13,600.

Headlight out

A 58-year-old Detroit

woman was stopped at
Mack and Balfour at 11:20
p-m. Monday, July 5, for
missing a front headlight.

She was found to have a
suspended license, cited
and released.

Missing bike

A girl’s bike was stolen
between 10:30 and 10:40
a.m. Tuesday, July 6,
while the family was
inside a home in the 1000
block of Kensington.

The pink bike was
unlocked.

Single-car crash

A 52-year-old Detroit
man crashed his Ford
F-150 at 4:20 p.m.
Monday, July 5, in a sin-
gle-vehicle accident.

The man exhibited
signs of operating while
intoxicated. He smelled
of alcohol, slurred his
speech and proved
unsteady. He was trans-
ported to Ascension St.
John Hospital for nose
and mouth injuries.

Further investigation
showed he was highly
intoxicated.

Walk off
with camera

A resident in the 1300
block of Somerset was
taking pictures of her
flood-damaged property
with her Nikon camera at
1:30 p.m. Friday, July 9.

While she went inside
for a short amount of
time, she set the camera
on the ground. In that
time, the woman said
someone walked off with
her camera.

— Kate Vanderstelt

Report information
about these and other
crimes to Grosse Pointe
Park Public Safety, (313)
822-7400.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Stolen and found

A resident in the 2300
block of Stanhope
reported their maroon
2002 Chevy Impala miss-
ing at 10 a.m. Saturday,

June 26. The vehicle was
taken sometime after 5
p.m. Friday, June 25.

The car is paid off and
was parked on the street.
Both sets of keys were
accounted for.

Detroit police called
Woods public safety
Tuesday, June 29, and
notified the department
they found the car on
Wayburn in Detroit, with-
out a license plate, engine
and battery.

The dash trim was
pulled off and the driver-
side window was broken.

The suspect is yet
unknown.

No plate

A 20-year-old Detroit
man was issued citations
for driving while license
suspended at 10:10 a.m.
Sunday, June 27, at
Vernier and Mack.

The man was driving a
2008 KIA without a
license plate. Upon being
pulled over, he showed a
Michigan ID, which
showed his license was
suspended and there
were three warrants for
his arrest. He claimed the
license plate fell off on
the freeway.

He was issued citations
and his vehicle was
impounded.

Distracted
driving

An 18-year-old Detroit
man was pulled over for
distracted driving at
11:44 a.m. Sunday, June
27, at Vernier and Mack.

The man was typing on
his phone and driving.
He was issued a citation
and his vehicle was
impounded.

Garage fire

Officers reported to the
scene of a garage fire in
the 1800 block of
Littlestone at 5:42 a.m.
Friday, July 2.

The rear of the
detached garage was
fully engulfed in flames
by the time officers
arrived.

No persons or other
buildings were impacted

by the fire.
The cause of the fire
currently is unknown.

Three warrants

Officers stopped a van
without a license plate at
Mack and Norwood at
1:56 p.m. Monday, July 5.

The 28-year-old Detroit
driver presented his
Michigan ID and told
officers he should not
have been driving. He
had three warrants for
his arrest.

He was issued a cita-
tion for driving with a
suspended license. All
departments involved in
the warrants declined
picking up the driver.

‘Alice’ in Japan

A resident of Saddle
Lane reported fraud at
noon Wednesday, July 7.

He said he met a woman
online who worked for
HSBC Bank in New York
City and was interested in
crypto currency. She told
the Woods resident her
uncle also was employed
at HSBC and was inter-
ested in crypto currency.

He used a website, Owl
Lx, to deposit $1,000. The
online woman sent him
pictures of herself, which
the resident realized were
fake.

He will try to get his
money back from Owl Lx
and was advised to stop
speaking with “Alice.” He
believes she is from
Japan.

Stolen plate

A resident in the 1300
block of Edmundton
reported their license
plate missing at 11:39
a.m. Saturday, July 10.

The resident believes
the plate was removed
sometime between
Wednesday, June 30, and
Saturday, July 10. The
screws from the plate
were placed back on the
vehicle.

— Kate Vanderstelt

Report information
about these and other
crimes to Grosse Pointe
Woods Public Safety,
(313) 343-2400.

BBQ ON

THE LAWN

OUTDOOR
LAWN GAMES

Fill those long summer
days with grills, games
and good times.

The Helm is making the longest days of the year the most fun! Our staff is
maintaining health and safety protocols to keep you safe and having a ball.

Here are just a few great ways to soak up summer at The Helm!

PLEIN AIR ART
WORKSHOPS

(313) 882-9600

125120

WWW.HELMLIFE.ORG

See everything that’s happening this summer at The Helm!

CHELM

158 RIDGE ROAD, GROSSE POINTE FARMS, MI 48236

LIFE’S A JOURNEY. FIND YOUR WAY HERE.

AT THE BOLL LIFE CENTER
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Pull the plug
on flooded
basements

s a young reporter covering Grosse Pointe
Farms in the early 1990s, I was perusing
the city’s legal ads in the Grosse Pointe
News. One called for a renewal of permits
from the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources for CSO outfalls into Lake St. Clair.

CSO outfalls? What were those? When I called the
Farms city hall to inquire and the public services direc-
tor responded, “You don’t want to write about that. It
will just get people all worked up,” I knew [ had a story.

It turned out that the Farms had 14 CSO (combined
sewage overflow) outfalls into the lake. They were
basically gates that allowed excess rainwater and sew-
age in the Farms’ combined sanitary/storm sewer sys-
tem to be dumped into the lake rather than backup into
residents’ basements.

When the story appeared, readers appeared at city
council meetings waving the Grosse Pointe News front
page and declaring, “This has to stop!”

Thirty years later — at the cost of tens of millions of
dollars — the Farms has separated its Lake sewer sys-
tem and is in the process of separating the Inland por-
tion, Grosse Pointe Park has separated its storm and
sanitary sewers and Grosse Pointe Woods has built a
huge retention basin at its Milk River pump station and
made significant improvements at its Torrey Road
pump station.

Harper Woods’s founders had the foresight to build
separate sanitary and storm sewer systems from the
beginning but, ironically, the two systems were merged
as they entered Grosse Pointe Woods on the way to the
Milk River pump station.

Until now, I have always congratulated myself on
using the press to right a wrong. Now [ am not so sure.
It turns out the CSO outfalls were not a bug, but a fea-
ture. They prevented what we just experienced June
25 to 26, and previously in 2016-17 and 2011.

Grosse Pointe Shores was able to mitigate basement
flooding this time around because it is allowed to dis-
charge highly stormwater-diluted effluents from its
sanitary system during extreme rain events. A mile
north, Macomb County Public Works Commissioner
Candice Miller early on began discharging treated
CSO into Lake St. Clair at the Chapaton pump station,
thus reducing the strain in the Shores and farther
“downstream.”

Likewise, the Woods is able to discharge into the
Milk River.

Grosse Pointe Farms, City and Park were not so for-
tunate. They have no ability to discharge their sanitary
systems — separated or otherwise — into Lake St.
Clair. They are forced to send the stormwater-satu-
rated effluents to the Freud and Conner Creek pump
stations in Detroit, where Great Lakes Water Authority
dumps them into the Detroit River.

Problem was, and is, that below Grosse Pointe Park,
the Detroit systems are combined. So when they
become overwhelmed by stormwater, there is no
capacity for moving the Grosse Pointes and other
upstream community’s effluents to the Freud and

See SEWERS/FLOODING, page 8A

Wayne County vaccinations*
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ILLUSTRATION BY KEN SCHOP

Donor policy’s chilling effect

hat is it about the gift horse proverb
the majority on the Grosse Pointe
Park City Council doesn’t get?
In January, the majority — Vikas
Relan, Lauri Read, Michele Hodges
and Aimee Fluitt — adopted a donor policy in the
Park to bar anonymous donations. The onerous
anonymous gift that sparked the debate was for a
dog park at Patterson Park. The donor eventually
came forward, but he should not have had to.

Proponents of the Donation and Gift Policy say it
is necessary in order to prevent conflicts of interest.
Huh? If members of the council do not know who
the donor is, how can there be a conflict of interest?
A conflict only arises if a member of council knows
who the donor is and for some reason should abstain
from voting but doesn’t.

As Mayor Robert Denner and Mayor Pro Tem
James Robson warned — as reflected in Grosse
Pointe News reporter Kate Vanderstelt’s excellent
recap of the debate leading up to adoption of the
measure — the donor policy may have a chilling
effect on donations to the city. Now six months
under the new policy, we learn their fears were jus-
tified.

Board members of the Grosse Pointe Foundation
— one of the oldest and most successful of the
Pointe municipal foundations — called the close
working relationship between the foundation and

the city and council “broken.” That’s a shame.

Many of the “extras,” the things that add to the
charm and exceptionalism of the Park, derive from
charitable giving. Examples include the beautiful
wrought iron fencing around Windmill Pointe Park,
Lavins and Tompkins centers, two movie theaters,
the children’s pool and fountain, the “Sails of Two
Cities” sculpture on Kercheval and the boardwalk,
reflection/skating pond and outdoor fireplace for
warming at Patterson Park.

We understand proposed projects, including a
playscape and pickleball courts at Patterson Park,
are in jeopardy.

Mr. Robson made a good point during the debate
when asking what was the problem that sparked the
call for a donor policy in the first place. There was
no conflict of interest. There was no problem that
needed to be fixed. And as he said, “If it ain’t broke,
why fix it?”

We suspect that if the anonymous donation was
for something the majority on council wanted, say
a Pride flag for city hall, there would have been no
call for a donor policy.

No, we fear the real motive here is the new coun-
cil majority’s penchant for micromanaging. They
just couldn’t stand not knowing who the private
donor was. Their solution: tell us; we’ll keep it
secret.

Yeah, right.

OUR VIEW

Final school bonds to be sold

s the final bonds go on sale this sum-

mer for school improvements, Grosse

Pointe school district residents can feel

a sense of accomplishment in the proj-

ects that are resulting from the millage
they approved in November 2018.

Scheduled for late August, the bond sale will
cover the remaining $43.1 million available from
that vote. The total package, $111 million, was
designed to ensure all the schools have improved
safety elements, get modern mechanical systems
and remain structurally sound. The campaign slo-
gan was “Safe, Warm and Dry.”

That entails new entry vestibules to screen visi-
tors, plus a lot of rather dull sounding projects,
such as replacing roofs, protecting foundations
and installing new heating equipment. These basic
jobs are essential to maintain the pride residents
take in the beautiful and increasingly historic
buildings that make up the Grosse Pointe Public

School System.

Bond money also went toward installing the most
up-to-date connectivity features into buildings, giv-
ing each school the capacity for every student and
teacher to use a laptop or cell phone for lessons
and other online uses. Renovations, such as to the
Parcells auditorium, are the frosting on the cake
— visual delight resting on a very substantial foun-
dation of structural work.

The district has the good fortune to be selling
bonds during an era of low interest rates. The
bonds will go on the market with a cap of 6 percent
interest and a maximum term of 21 years, but are
expected to sell at a lower rate. As a final plus to
taxpayers, these bonds fit into the district’s debt
repayment plan so the current bond levy, 3.14
mills, will hold steady.

Much has changed since the vote, even though it

See SCHOOL BONDS, page 7A

shout-out to Red Baron
Enterprises who came to

Thank you Jason,
Owen, and Megan, our
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% 12-15 years old 33.7 28.4
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*Excluding Detroit **1 of 2 doses *** 2 doses or J&J
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LETTERS

The Grosse Pointe News welcomes your letters to
the editor. All letters should be typed, double-spaced
and signed. Letters longer than 250 words may be
edited for length. All letters may be edited for
content. We reserve the right to refuse any letter.
Include daytime phone number for verification

or questions. The deadline for letters is 3 p.m.
Monday. Letters to the editor may by emailed to
editor@grossepointenews.com.

Silver lining

To the Editor:

Our basement flooded
for the third time in 10
years! We live in the
“Inland” district of Grosse
Pointe Farms and have the
combined sewer system

unlike the “Lake” district
of the Farms, which has
the separated sewer/water
system. This time we had
over 2 1/2 feet of sewer
water, losing much more
property than the last two
floods combined.

We need to give a huge

the rescue! We called....
they responded. Their
workmanship, work ethic
and expertise was beyond
any of our expectations,
meticulously disinfecting
every single thing in our
basement. They worked
non-stop for two days
breaking down large
items, hauling away
everything that was
ruined.

Thank you Red Baron
Enterprises. They care
about our community. No
horror stories here! Good,
honest people! In compar-
ison from the substandard
companies we hired to
clean up for our last two
floods which ripped us off,
Red Baron was excellent.

Crew.
BECKY EDWARDS
Grosse Pointe Farms

Underwater

To the Editor:

Through a recent
Freedom of Information
Act request, I have
reviewed thousands of
emails between
Councilmembers Fluitt,
McConnell, Read and
Relan. I have yet to locate
any discussions on pro-
tecting our city from flood-
ing. It took over four feet
of water in many, many
basements to finally get
this on the council agenda.

See LETTERS, page 7A

The opinions expressed in letters and guest columns are not necessarily views shared by the Grosse Pointe News.
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I SAY By Kate Vanderstelt

Lace up your shoes

Aretired collegiate runner tries to get back into running

atching

my fa-

vorite

world-

class
runners compete in the
U.S. Track and Field
Olympic Team Trials
starting Friday, June 18,
for their chance to be
designated an Olympian
and travel to Tokyo to
represent the States had
me feeling nostalgic and
motivated.

I ran cross country and
track and field competi-
tively in high school
through college. I grew

up with it; it shaped me
into who I am.

When the infamous
March 2020 shut down
my final season of track,
I threw in the towel on
the running routine alto-
gether. What was the
point in spending so
much time and energy
running every day when
I wasn’t training for my

beloved Hillsdale
College Charger team
anymore?

My favorite season
was the outdoor track
season, too, which
included my favorite
event: steeplechase. The
barriers you have to
jump over smoothly cre-
ated a new level of com-
petition; it was more
strategic, more skill-

based and more game-
like. I spent extra hours
every week trying to
fine-tune my steeple
abilities so I could glide
past my opponents over
the barriers. To say the
least, I was understand-
ably angry about missing
my favorite season. So, I
used COVID-19-induced
lockdowns and virtual
schooling to indulge in
an unmotivated version
of myself, lazily soaking
in last moments with my
college best friends.

After eight years of
running practically every
day, I let a year pass by
without owning up to
how completely out of
running shape I had
fallen.

I'felt like I could take a

break for a while and
jump right back into it.
Little did I know — run-
ning is actually
extremely difficult when
you take a long break
and you are no longer 15
years old. Your body has
a harder time bouncing
back the older you get.

I tried to get back into
a routine a couple times
over the past year of run-
ning at least every other
day with little luck. I
even ran a 5K race a few
weeks ago, thinking I'd
be able to run 7-minute
pace with no prepara-
tion. I crossed the line in
a personally disappoint-
ing 23:55, 7:42 pace for
the 3.125 miles.

As I watched women
I've always looked up to

compete in the steeple-
chase at the Olympic
Trials, I felt a deep sense
of sadness that my life
doesn’t look like that
anymore. I miss the thrill
of competing, of putting
myself on the line in
hopes and dreams of
success. It was quite the
feeling.

Watching them com-
pete made me realize
how much I miss racing.
Though I'll never be at
that high of a competi-
tion level again, I can
start somewhere.

I'm aiming to lace up
my shoes five times a
week by the end of July
and get out the door to
log some miles. Not just
for my physical health —
though I do want to get

back into the habit for
that, too — but my men-
tal health. Spending time
completely unplugged
while doing something
good for your body is the
best feeling. Plus, I'm
always looking for an
excuse to spend time
outside.

It’s going to be a tough
start, but I'm hopeful
that by mid-August I'll
find some kind of lowly
5K race to set my sights
on. After running that
almost-24-minute 5K
just a few weeks ago, I'm
determined to drop
closer down to my 18:20
personal best split from
my senior year of col-
lege, in 2019.

I've got a long way to
go before I get there.

LETTERS:

Continued from page 6A

I'am tired of the bullying
and personal attacks by
certain councilmembers
(and their friends) when-
ever they are criticized.
Their favorite internet
sites generate much of this
vilification and discord.

I did not vote to have our
councilmembers run day-
to-day operations — with
their constant directives to
the staff and requests for
personal agenda items. I
also did not vote for a
closed-door meeting
where they attempted to
remove the city manager.
Or for their shameless dis-
regard of our many
donors.

The Park is now bom-
barded on all sides. Sewer
backups, horrible cell
phone service, power out-
ages, sporadic mail deliv-
ery, a huge deficit and the
loss of Trombly
Elementary. Residents
care about these daily
bread-and-butter issues,
not the councilmembers’
social agendas.

RICHARD SCHRODER
Grosse Pointe Park

Thankful
in the Farms

To the Editor:

I want to give a huge
shout out to Grosse Pointe
Farms City Manager
Shane Reeside and Public
Service Director Matthew
Baka for the outstanding
communication and curb-
side pickup the past two
weeks.

The flood of 2021 was
one for the ages and my
conversations with the
DPW workers as they dis-
posed of two large piles of
paneling and contami-
nated belongings were
upbeat. Each DPW
employee had the “this is
our job and we work for
you” mentality. I'm posi-
tive they went home many
nights with aches and
pains, but their attitude
was great.

Also, GPF residents
were constantly kept
abreast of pickup sched-
ules by Mr. Reeside and I
know he’ll attempt to
secure FEMA funds for
the citizens.

Other cities don’t have
the infrastructure that
GPF has and, unfortu-
nately, will be continuing
their cleanup weeks after
GPF gets back to normal.

In addition, I want to
thank Officer Jimmy
Corbett of the GPF police
department. Last week
my mother got turned
around on her walk and

ended up on a strange
porch. With the neigh-
bor’s assistance, Officer
Corbett was able to give
my mom a ride to my
house.

Although she was dis-
appointed about not hav-
ing the lights or sirens on,
she continues to talk
about that nice young
man who rescued her.
Thanks, Officer Corbett,
for making her day and
returning my No. 2 girl.

DAVID STEVENSON
Grosse Pointe Farms

Open letter
from Greenspace

To the Editor:

Greenspace Holdings
manages 36 residential
rental units in the Park.
We have worked exten-
sively with City Manager
Nick Sizeland and his
staff to remediate the
damage that was sus-
tained both by our build-
ings and the loss to our
tenants.

The city administra-
tion has helped facilitate
getting electricity and
heated water to our ten-
ants as well as garbage
disposal services and
interactions with FEMA.
We feel that they have
worked tirelessly as our
advocates with the
county, state, utilities
and federal government.

Unfortunately, the
flooding was severe and
extensive and as such
there are many residents
in the Pointes that are
still without air condi-
tioning or heated water
and are experiencing
continuing issues with
flooding, including ten-
ants of ours.

Sizeland reached out
to us to ask that we help
soften the burden on our
tenants through rent

Ly S
ate ang princ®®

Join us for the FREE outdoor event
with Anna, Elsa, and Pirate Pete!

YESTERDAY'S HEADLINES

75years ago this week

FARMS ACTS TO
BANISH FLOODS: The
Village of Grosse Pointe
Farms has taken the first
step to correct its faulty
drain sewer system which
has brought so much crit-
icism during the recent
very heavy rains of the
last month. Scores of pro-
tests have been heard
from residents whose
basements have been
flooded during both
severe and mild down-
pours.

Obituaries: Albert A.
Zeller

50years ago this week

TENNIS HOUSE TO BE
BUILT AT HUNT CLUB: A
wide range of sports facili-
ties that make the Grosse
Pointe Hunt Club unique as
a family social club will
soon be expanded to
include indoor tennis
courts. Plans for construc-
tion of a tennis house
described as unequalled in
the Detroit metropolitan
area were announced by
the club’s president,
William C. Beardslee.

Obituaries: William J.

See HEADLINES, page 8A

abatements and tempo-
rary relocations for
affected businesses.

Working with Sizeland
we categorized damage
into three areas for our
residential tenants:
water damage to ser-
vices, loss of tenant
property and then con-
tinuing loss of utilities
and property.

We are giving rent
relief based upon the
level of damage experi-
enced by our residential
tenants.

And we are currently
in the process of helping

REISTER. .
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Member of the American Society
Landscape Architects (ASLA) since 1997
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Play Day*

July 17th from 112am to 1pm

Enjoy a bouncy princess castle
or a bouncy island adventure!

a commercial tenant get
back to up and running
in a “pop-up” space on
Kercheval Avenue while
flood repair and remedi-
ation are completed on
the permanent space.
This is a time for all
Pointers to band together
to help each other and
we hope that other land-
lords will consider rent
abatements and imple-
ment other creative ideas
to assist their residential
and business tenants as
well.
MIKE STINES
On behalf of Greenspace

of

Harry Reister C: 313-523-2307 0: 313-885-9395

SCHOOL BONDS:

Continued from page 6A

was less than three years ago. For starters, two ele-
mentary schools have closed; projects originally
under consideration for Poupard and Trombly have
not taken place, a flexibility that’s always written

into bond votes.

Also, the cost situation may be changing. The dis-
trict initially benefited from bids coming in below
estimates on its projects, partly because it has man-
aged to get bid solicitations out fairly early during

each construction cycle.

But the COVID-19 pan-

demic resulted in some supply and labor glitches;
competition among projects also may heat up.
This summer’s most visible scheduled projects
include a new parking area at Brownell Middle
School, roofing work at Brownell, Barnes, Ferry
and Kerby, and masonry restoration at four build-
ings. Then it won’t be long before the district’s con-
struction advisers announce the final projects for

next summer.

As most homeowners know, even a large-scale
project leaves other concerns still waiting to be
addressed. That’s true for the schools, too, and
there’s a growing list that includes occasional
issues contractors have stumbled on but that didn’t
require immediate action. The district’s advisers
are already assessing critical needs and desirable
improvements — the next chapter in the saga of
maintaining buildings that average about 80 years

in age.

Detroit’s Newest Art & Interiors Gallery Now Open!
HARPER GALLERIES OF ARTS & INTERIORS

173 E. Grand Blvd, Detroit MI, 48207

Just steps from the Belle Isle Bridge
and just south of Pewabic Pottery

Masks Required

313-974-7150

www.harpergalleries.net

Open:
Wed. to Sat.
11 am - 6 pm

Sunday
12 pm - 5pm

125140
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REGORDS

11AM-12PM: YOUNG SUPPLY
12PM-2:30PM: OOPAPADA/
DR. PROF. LEONARD KING
2:30PM-3:30PM: THE HONEST TO
GOD JUG BAND

3:30PM-4:30PM: WILLUSION
(FIRST LIVE APPEARANCE)

5PM-7PM: INDIGO CURVE

LIVE AT RIPE RECORDS: DEBUT ALBUM “YOUNG SUPPLY” RELEASE PARTY 1

WIN A FREE TURNTABLE!
AUDIO TECHNICA TURNTABLE

FREE RAFFLE TICKET
WITH $100 PURCHASE OR $10 PER TICKET

15212 CHARLEVOIX STREET - GROSSE POINTE PARK, Mi
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OUR VIEW

FEMA: Issue
declaration

EMA teams presumably got a warm wel-
come as they toured the area in prepara-
tion for deciding whether flooded Wayne
County communities need a disaster
declaration. Note to the Federal
Emergency Management Agency: Residents of
this community — and many, many neighbors —
desperately need and want that declaration.

According to the agency website, such a decla-
ration rests on the determination that a state and
its local governments cannot handle the costs of
an incident by themselves. That certainly seems
the case here in the Grosse Pointes and on
Detroit’s east side (which shares a retention basin
and pumping system with three of the Pointes)
and in Dearborn, in particular.

The piles of basement furnishings on curbs in
those three Pointes certainly attest to the personal
losses that no city or the state is ever going to
reimburse — and for which, at least anecdotally,
it appears most people had no or minimal insur-
ance coverage. The parade of trucks from furnace
companies, plumbers, appliance stores and clean-
up firms further attests to the volume of dollars
needed to recover.

And that’s before cataloguing damage to busi-
nesses, cultural oases such as The War Memorial
and churches. It’s not even clear whether every
horror story has yet emerged.

Meanwhile, cities have been spending on over-
time and extra help to keep up with the trash piles
and other clean-up services, plus in some cases
recovering from damages to their own facilities.
Costs are far-flung and reach up to the state level:
What, for example, did it cost to bring 1-94 back
into shape, after it went underwater — including
an eastbound stretch between Michigan Avenue
and I-96 that took nearly two weeks to reopen?

Once a disaster is declared, assistance can cover
a broad spectrum of residential concerns, includ-
ing items that were lost to the water, plus various
clean-up and restorations costs and even cover-
age for some personal needs that resulted from a
night when 6-plus inches of rain fell and various
pumps shuddered to a standstill. Many small busi-
nesses have suffered costs that deserve the kind
of help available under a disaster declaration.

For now, damage at The War Memorial espe-
cially stands out. Two feet of water pooled in front
of the Alger House, seeping into lower levels.
Muddy water from construction filled the Patriot
Theater up to the 10th row of seats. The theater
also was used for storage, which led to the loss of
numerous artifacts, as well. Damage to outdoor
areas, including a tent, left the staff scrambling to
handle or relocate scheduled events.

The June 25 to 26 storm came at a particularly
vulnerable time for the site, which is in the midst
of a major overhaul.

Other sad stories linger throughout the area and
not all of them have a price tag. Wedding gifts,
awaiting the new bride and groom, stored tempo-
rarily in the basement. Or wedding pictures from
multiple years ago. The heirloom wooden rocking
horse. Family memorabilia, including the only
remaining picture of Grandma. Work files and

Residences were not the only properties that suf-
fered due to flooding following the June 25 to 26
1,000-year rain event. The Village was struck espe-

cially hard. Pointe Fitnes:

PHOTOS COURTESY OF KEN WELCH

s owner captured these

photos of the flooded intersection at Kercheval and
Notre Dame on his way to the gym at 5:40 a.m.

published articles — a career’s worth of accom-
plishment — set up in a retiree’s basement office.

It’s been a hard period of confronting losses
and dealing with muck. Money may not ease
some of the sadness, but it’s still a major compo-

nent of restoring stability. It’s important for fam-
ilies and especially to older residents who need
extra help to get dried out, cleaned up and fully
operational again. FEMA hopefully has gotten the
message.

SEWERS/FLOODING:

Continued from page 6A

Conner Creek pump stations. While the Pointes’
pumps were churning at 100 percent, there was no
place for the fluids to go. It was like pumping into a
full straw.

The Park was permitted to discharge into the Fox
Creek during extreme storm events. But a lawsuit in
the 1990s — filed by the lawyer who is now soliciting
flood victims — forced the Park to close the Fox Creek
outfall. Now all sanitary waste, regardless of stormwa-
ter infiltration, has to go to Detroit — or residents’
basements.

There is a solution. Currently, the Park has a pump
station at Patterson Park where it discharges storm-
water and street runoff into the lake. Under Jefferson
Avenue there are two huge retention barrels — like
underground fuel tanks — that collect the Park’s san-
itary fluids. The idea is that the barrels collect effluents
during a wet spell and are drawn down afterward.

It turns out one of those subterranean retention bar-
rels is L-shaped, with one end at Essex Road at
Patterson Park.

The Park administration has asked the Michigan

CELEBRATING

7 YEARS

IN BusiNEss!

Serving the Grosse Pointes,
St. Clair Shores & Surrounding Areas

£
1-(904)-800-SWIM

Department of Environment, Great Lakes and Energy
to be allowed to install a storm relief line from the
holding barrel to the Park’s stormwater pump station.
An extreme emergency relief valve (EERV) could be
set up to automatically open and relieve the Park’s
sanitary system during extreme weather events like
what occurred in 2016 and last month and which will
occur with evermore frequency. The relief capability
also would be available should the Great Lakes Water
Authority pumps stations go offline, which we have
found, is a likelihood.

During a Zoom town hall meeting last week, Park
residents made it clear they are sick of hearing about
100-year vs. 1,000-year storms. They are tired of being
congratulated on how they all pitched in to help neigh-
bors. They are weary of losing household goods ruined
by backups into their basements. They just want it
fixed.

We agree. The storm relief line and EERV is one of
many things that have to be done. If Pointe munici-
palities are to be allowed to discharge during extreme
storms, they also need to be able retain and treat it.

We also agree that an independent investigation of
what happened at the Freud and Conner Creek pumps
stations June 25 to 26 needs to be conducted and a
regional approach needs to be taken with city, county,
state and federal government support.

Let’s not wait until the next 1,000-year storm next
year or, heaven forbid, next week.

« tee that will study the rea-
* sons for last month’s sewer

HEADLINE

Continued from page 7A

Delahanty, Edmund G.
Streng, Mabel Hipkins
Slocum, Christena May
Cruickshank, Bernadine
Hutchinson, Joseph
Whalen, Angela Donovan,
Apolonia “Fannie” Stanny,
William H. Ramsay

1996

25years ago this week

COUNCIL CREATES
COMMITTEE TO STUDY
FLOOD: Grosse Pointe
Park Mayor Palmer
Heenan extended what he
called an olive branch to
the residents of Grosse
Pointe Park when he
invited them to participate
in a special ad hoc commit-

S18=822=0800

15139 KERCHEVAL, GROSSE POINTE PARK

125120

overflow which flooded
many basements in the
Park. Heenan noted that
many residents do not
believe the city’s engineer-
ing report on the cause of
the June flooding.

Obituaries: Marjorie T.
Herndon, Donald Craigie
Longyear, Virginia K.
Wollenzin, Harold Zryd
Frederick, Richard L. Hyde,
Wilbert J. Schulte, Ann M.
Dingeman, Sally M.
Gavlinski, Charlene M.
Prosky, Richard J.
Schievenin, Julia Q.
Schumacher, James Francis
Mary Huxley

2011

10years ago this week

BOARD REJECTS
HEAD START AT
POUPARD: To the dismay
of Principal Penny Stocks
and Grosse Pointe parents
who requested the pro-
gram, the Grosse Pointe
Public School System
Board of Education rejected
a proposal to house Head
Start at Poupard
Elementary School.

Obituaries: Friedrich W.
Hoeper, Michael M.
Kaysserian, Dorothy
Morrall Langs, Robert
Randall Latham, Shirley
Jean Thill
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Mason principal Bishop promoted to deputy superintendent

By Michael Hartt
Staff Intern

The vacancy of the
deputy superintendent
position left by the hiring
of M. Jon Dean as super-
intendent of the Grosse
Pointe Public School
System recently was
filled by former Mason
Elementary School
Principal Roy Bishop.
The Board of Education
voted to approve his
appointment at its June
28 meeting.

Prior to his appoint-
ment, Bishop served as
the principal of Mason
five years. Before coming
to GPPSS, Bishop taught
and acted as an adminis-
trator in Birmingham
Public Schools. In addi-
tion, Bishop served on
the district’s Racial,
Equity and Inclusion

Roy Bishop

Committee.

While principal of
Mason, Bishop oversaw
the merger of many
Poupard Elementary
School students into
Mason following the
school’s closure, as well
as grade reconfiguration

at the school.

Dean, who also came
to Grosse Pointe from
the Birmingham school
district, said Bishop’s
work during many of
these structural changes
at Mason is what show-
cases his abilities as an
administrator.

“He really helped to
create an outstanding
sense of community at
Mason,” Dean said. “He
led Mason during a dif-
ficult time because we
went through reconfigu-
ration (and) about half of
the students from
Poupard came to Mason.
(However), he really
made the families there
feel welcome.”

As deputy superinten-
dent of educational ser-
vices, Bishop will take
over many of the tradi-
tional day-to-day opera-

tions of the position.
These include providing
professional learning
and structure for admin-
istrator meetings, devel-
oping the process for
hiring administrators,
supervising the process
of hiring administrator
candidates, furthering
equity work and playing
arole in the negotiations

team, among other
responsibilities.
However, Dean

explained the nature of
the position has some-
what changed with
Bishop’s appointment.
“When I took (this dep-
uty superintendent) role
nine years ago, I had pre-
viously been the assis-
tant superintendent of
human resources in
another school district,”
Dean said. “I came with
a fairly deep background

in school

ground.

nity recently.

He plans to do this by
actively listening to the
community in all aspects
of his role, with the hope
it gives him the under-
standing he needs to

help take action.

“It is really a lot about
Bishop said.
“We need to make sure
that we truly understand

listening,”

human what our community
resource functions. Roy
doesn’t have that back-
So Nicole
Pilgrim, who’s our direc-
tor of (human resources),
is going to take up some
of those responsibilities.”

Along with carrying
out the many roles he
has to fulfill in the posi-
tion, Bishop said one of
his objectives is to help
Dean with his promise of
healing the division he
has seen in the commu-

needs moving forward to
be able to have some
actionable steps and
actionable items to make
sure that healing is being
achieved.”

Overall, however,
Bishop said he has abso-
lute faith in the school
system’s continued
excellence because of
the resources it has at its
disposal.

“We have great teach-
ers, we have great admin-
istrators and we even
have a great community,”
Bishop said. “We defi-
nitely have a lot of
resources and we have a
lot of people who are
here for the right rea-
sons. And, you know, in
our school district we
prioritize people over
programs and we need to
continue to do that.”

Scholarships
awarded

Fifteen Grosse Pointe
Youth Nautical
Education Foundation
applicants each
recently were awarded
a $1,500 college schol-
arship.

Since its inception in
2012, 100 GPYNEF
scholarships have been
awarded. Ten of those
scholarships have been
funded in perpetuity.
College scholarships
are awarded based on a
summary of sailing
experience in the
Detroit Regional Yacht-
racing Association Club
Junior Programs, high
school or college fresh-
man sailing programs
and academic creden-
tials.

The 2021 scholarship
recipients were
awarded during a May
23 brunch at the Grosse
Pointe Yacht Club.

The 2022 GPYNEF
Scholarship Application
may be found at gpy
nef.org/scholarships.
Applications must be
turned in at the Grosse
Pointe Yacht Club by
April 3, 2022.

The 2021 scholarship
winners are:

Bridget Clark
Graduated: Grosse
Pointe South High School
Attending: Marquette
University
Scholarship: Zach
Rockwell

Anthony Dzuiba
Graduated: West
Bloomfield High School
Attending: Eastern
Michigan University
Scholarship:
Laethem

Ray

Dwight Ellis
Graduated: Detroit
Country Day School
Attending: New York
University
Scholarship: Edwin
and Felicia Shaw

Henry Gonzalez
Graduated: Cranbrook
Kingswood School
Attending: College of
Charleston
Scholarship:
Commodore Ilja and
Kelley Vreeken

Michael Gualdoni
Graduated: Grosse
Pointe North High
School
Attending: Syracuse
University
Scholarship: Manuel
and Nora Moroun

Ryan Hexter

Graduated: Grosse
Pointe South High
School

Attending: College of
Charleston

Scholarship: GPYNEF

Carly Irwin
Graduated:

Eisenhower High School
Attending: Grand

Valley State University
Scholarship: DRYA

Michael Kirkman
Graduated: Novi High
School
Attending: Boston
College
Scholarship:
Commodore Sean and
Dr. Kristen Schotthoeffer

Samuel Louis Monique
Graduated:
Farmington High School
Attending: Michigan
State University
Scholarship: Glenn
Sheets and Patricia
O’Kelly

Emily Pytell
Graduated: Troy High
School
Attending: University
of Michigan
Scholarship:
Commodore James and
Patty Anderson

Jacob Schaupeter

Graduated: Grosse
Pointe South High
School

Attending: Macomb
Community College

Scholarship:
Commodore Tymon C.
and Sheri Tott

Christina Thomas
Graduated: Grosse
Pointe South High School
Attending: Harvard
University
Scholarship:
Commodore James and
Sandy Morrow

Bridget Clark Anthony Dzuiba Dwight Ellis Henry Gonzalez
Michael Gualdoni Ryan Hexter Carly Irwin Michael Kirkman
Samuel Louis Monique  Emily Pytell Jacob Schaupeter Christina Thomas
Veronica Van Rossen
Graduated: Grosse
Pointe South High
School
Attending: University
of Maryland
Scholarship:
Commodore John and
Marlene Boll
William Vogel
Graduated: Grosse
Pointe South High
School Veronica Van Rossen William Vogel Brandon Wortman

Attending: University
of Michigan

Scholarship: Benno
Steinborn

Brandon Wortman
Graduated: Grosse
Pointe South High
School
Attending: University
of Michigan
Scholarship: W.W.
Williams Co.
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Grosse Pointes last week
conducting nearly door-
to-door assessments of
flood damage that
occurred during intense
rain the night of July 25
to 26. Her team was in
the 200 block of
McMillan in the Farms
at 8:30 a.m. Saturday,
July 10. They were
escorted by Farms City
Manager Shane Reeside
and a public safety offi-
cer.

“FEMA is doing pre-
liminary damage assess-
ments,” Tracey said.
“We’re not looking at
individual homes at this
point. Just a sampling.

We’re trying to get an
overview of the degree
of damage.”

Data the team collects
is turned over to the
State.

“The state will then
have the ability to ask
for a federal disaster
declaration,” Tracey
said. “This is the first
step in the state getting
a federal disaster decla-
ration. We’ve had six
teams out for three days
in different areas of
Wayne County, going
from 8 in the morning to
late at night.”

Local officials shep-
herded federal authori-
ties to areas with the
most severe damage.

“In this general area,
we’re hearing that some

people had three, four
or five feet of water in
their basement,” Tracey
said.

It’s a familiar story
stemming from the
1,000-year flood two
weeks ago, so called
because it is statistically
likely to happen only
once per millennium.

“This flooding, it’s
absolutely nasty,” said
U.S. Rep. Brenda
Lawrence, D-Southfield,
representing the Grosse
Pointes, about basement
flooding in thousands of
houses and commercial
structures all over metro
Detroit. “Think about
sewer water in your
basement. In many
cases, in homes I went
to, the water came to the

ceiling of the basement.”

“A lot of communities
were hit,” Detroit Mayor
Mike Duggan said. “We
just got a 6-inch storm.
What’s to say two years
from now it’s not a
7-inch storm?”

Eight inches fell in
parts of the Pointes,

according to local
gauges.
Duggan said the

region’s waste and
stormwater infrastruc-
ture needs to be
updated, which may
include altering build-
ing codes to mandate
installation of individ-
ual sump pumps and
other preventive plumb-
ing.

“We have neighbor-
hoods in the flood area

that had sump pumps
and check valves built
into their basements
that were perfectly dry,”
he said. “We’re looking
at a cost-benefit analy-
sis. My guess is we’ll be
looking at a significant
retrofitting of houses in
low-lying areas to shut
off that back flow at the
time of heavy rains.”

“I have flooded three
times,” said Congress-
woman Debbie Dingell,
D-Dearborn.

This time, she was
ready.

“I put in a new sump
pump and a backup
sump pump and I didn’t
flood,” Dingell said.

It is too early in the
damage assessment pro-
cess for Tracey to specu-

late when homeowners
can file damage claims.

“Right now, we collect
data, get a general over-
view of how much dam-
age there is in various
areas of Wayne County,”
she said. “Then, we pro-
vide that to the state.
The state determines if it
has the resources to help
in the recovery. If the
state can’t do it, they ask
the federal government
for a disaster declara-
tion. It becomes a presi-
dential disaster
declaration. At that
point, we Kick into gear
with people applying for
help.”

“Help is on the way,”
Lawrence said. “This
has to be an expedited
process.”

FLOODED:

Continued from page 2A

served us very well when
a 3-inch rainstorm was a
major event. In 2014, we
got a 4 Y2-inch rainstorm
and many of our base-
ments flooded. I was told
it was a once-in-a-100-
year event. Then, a week
ago Saturday, we had 6
inches. Now people are
asking, ‘Can we even use
our basements? Are we
going to lose our fur-
naces or hot water heater
every time there’s a rain-
storm?’”

“We all know what the
problem is,” McCormick
said. “These systems are
old. They were not built
to sustain services at the
levels we want to have
them sustained for all the
communities we serve.”

Part of the flooding
during the most recent
big storm overnight June
25 to 26, which prompted
Regan’s visit, was due to
failed electrical supply to
a water authority’s
pumping station to which
at least three of the five
Pointes send storm and
wastewater.

“We’re relying on other
utilities that have the

same resilience issues
with regard to electric
service,” McCormick
said. “As a country, we
need to step forward on
infrastructure improve-
ments.”

Stopped up

Diverting sewage into
the Pointes’ greatest nat-
ural resource is a reluc-
tant prospect.

“There’s no way for us
to dump sewage into the
lake even if we wanted
to,” said Shane Reeside,
manager of Grosse
Pointe Farms. “We don’t
have a means of doing
that.”

“We don’t have any
relief,” said Nick
Sizeland, manager of
Grosse Pointe Park.
“Ours was closed off at
Fox Creek years ago due
to a lawsuit.”

In present form, Fox
Creek is a concrete and
sheet metal-lined canal
in Detroit parallel to
Alter Road across from
the Park. Generations
ago, it was a natural
waterway running diag-
onally through the lower
Pointes to the Detroit
River.

Sizeland described as
“dead wrong” a Friday,

July 9, Detroit News
report that the Park
“diverted sewage over-
flows to waterways to
prevent ‘catastrophic
damage’ to homes.”

“We have the Patterson
Park pump station,
which is for stormwa-
ter,” Sizeland said. “But,
when it comes to sani-
tary, we have no relief.
All our sanitary goes
down to Conner Creek.”

Conner Creek is the
name of one of two
water authority pump
stations serving the east
side. In the 1.1-square-
mile City of Grosse
Pointe, all sewer water is
funneled to a municipal
pumping station at the
corner of Neff and
Charlevoix, then for-
warded to Detroit for
treatment.

There’s no sewage out-
flow to Lake St. Clair,
emergency or otherwise,
according to City
Manager Peter Dame.

Rainfall in the south-
ern, or lakeside portion
of the City, excluding
The Village commercial
district, flows by gravity
to the waterway.

“I have outfalls all
along the lake, but that’s
strictly for stormwater,”

MOTIONS PASSED

RESOLUTION PASSED

Clerk.

with the City Policy

CITY OF HARPER WOODS
WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN
SYNOPSIS: REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

June 7, 2021

The regular City Council meeting held via Zoom video and phone conference program was
called to order by Mayor Valerie Kindle at 5:00 p.m. with a moment of silent prayer
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

ROLL CALL: All Councilpersons were present. And Acting City Manager John Szymanski,
City Attorney Sharon DeWaele and City Clerk Leslie M. Frank.

1) To receive, approve and file the minutes of the regular City Council meeting held May
17, 2021 and furthermore receive and file the minutes of the Library Board meeting
held on April 15,2021, Board of Zoning Appeals meeting held on May 12, 2021 and the
Beautification Commission meeting held on June 1, 2021.

2) To table the renewal, non-renewal or modification of the employment agreement between
the City of Harper Woods and Joseph Rheker for the position of City

3) That the agenda of the regular City Council meeting having been acted upon, the meeting
is hereby adjourned at 7:05 p.m.

1) to approve the following items on the Consent Agenda: (1)approve the Accounts
Payable/Payroll Vendor listing for Check Numbers 122054 through 122253 in the
amount of $742,207.71 as submitted by the City Manager and Finance Director, and
further, authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the listing. (2)approve payment to
Oakland County Information Technology in the amount of $6,724 .25 for fees relative to
the CLEMIS computer system utilized by the Police Department.(3)approve payment
to WCA Assessing in the amount of $5,354.33 for the contractual assessing services
performed during the month of June.(4)approve payment in the amount of $8,400.00 to
Guardian Sewers for their assistance with several water main breaks, fire hydrant repairs,
and speed bump installations.(5)to approve payment to RKA Petroleum Companies in the
amount of $11,797.02 for the purchase of 3,500 gallons of regular gas and 1,500 gallons
of diesel fuel.(6)approve payment to Anderson, Eckstein & Westrick, Inc. in the amount
of $19,289.19 for professional services during the month of April for the following
projects: Kelly Rd Pedestrian Crossing, #180-208; 2021 Concrete Pavement Repair,
#180-260; 2018 Concrete Pavement Repair, #180-204; Pavement Joint Seal, #180-258;
Emerg. Storm Sewer Repair, #180-229; Storm Sewer Repair, #180-256; Sanitary Sewer
Clean, #180-259; Beaconsfield Resurfacing, #180-231 and 253; Tim Horton’s, #180-248;
Risk and Resil Assess, #180-262; Drinking Water Asset Mgmt Pgm, #180-246; AT&T
Cell Tower, 180-261; T-Mobile Cell Tower, #180-254; MCI Metro Fiber, #180-245; Salter
Park Basketball, #180-264 and Johnston Park Basketball, #180-263. (7)approve payment
to Plante & Moran in the amount of $19,500.00 for the professional services performed
in conjunction with the 2020 audit. (8)approve the appointments and reappointments to
the various boards and commissions as listed on the attached memorandum from the City

2) approve the three-year Transportation Service Agreement between the Pointe Area
Assisted Transportation Service (PAATS) and The Helm Life Center that will remain in
effect until June 30, 2024, and further to authorize the Mayor to sign the agreement.

3) to introduce and place for first reading, an ordinance entitled “An Ordinance to Amend
the City of Harper Woods Code of Ordinances, and Shall be Known as the Short Term
Rental Ordinance, and further that the City Clerk publish a notice of this in accordance

4) approve the Transfer Station Disposal Service Agreement between the City of Harper
Woods and the South Macomb Disposal Authority (SMDA), for the removal of solid
waste as set forth in this agreement for a term beginning July 1, 2021 and expiring June
30, 2024 and further to authorize the acting City Manager to sign the agreement.

Valerie Kindle, Mayor
Published: July 15,2021

Leslie M. Frank, City Clerk

said Neal Johnston, City
public works supervisor
in charge of the water
operations.

The system has 11 out-
falls into the lake. Most
are underwater at the
foot of roadways.

In the northern portion
of the City, which is of
lower elevation than the
southern, all stormwater
goes to the pump station.

The line of demarca-
tion between inland and
lakeside storm water sys-
tems is marked roughly
by Waterloo Avenue, but
is really designated by
the underground Fox
Creek interceptor, which
a century ago was the
above-ground stream
now visible only as the
canal along Alter.

“It’s not physically pos-
sible to have an emer-
gency discharge for the
rest of the stormwater in
the city because it flows
the wrong direction,”
Dame said. “Gravity
can’'t beat gravity. There
are no pumps or pipes to
push it over the ridge so
it can be fed by gravity to
the other side of
Waterloo.”

Early warning

Within a week of
June’s flooding,
McCormick met with
system members. They
reportedly agreed there
needs to be a system-
wide plan of action to
prepare for and react to
big storms.

“(A) question came up
about what can upstream
communities do when
major rainfall events
don’t allow them capac-
ity downstream to get
into the GLWA facilities.
They have the ability to
relieve locally,”
McCormick said, regard-

ing communities with
the ability to discharge
sewage. “But they don’t
know yet when they
should do that because
they can’t see into our
system. We’re working
to make that visible to
our communities so they
can see what’s going on
in the regional system
and can act more quickly
to release their storage
as quickly as possible so
it doesn’t exacerbate
things downstream.”

“Increased communi-
cation from GLWA and
working on a regional
disaster plan is some-
thing we need to
explore,” Sizeland said.

Early warning on
storm night convinced
Macomb County offi-
cials to dump water into
the lake.

“We opened our emer-
gency discharge bypass,
which we’ve never used
since I’ve been here,”
said Candice Miller,
Macomb public works
commissioner since
2017. “That ran that
night four or five hours.”

“If they had not done
that, the flooding could
have been worse,” said
Reeside, illustrating how
upstream flows have rip-
ple effects on down-
stream systems. “They
had the ability to do
some diversion, whereas
Grosse Pointe Farms,
City and Park don’t.
What happens upstream
comes into our system.”

“We didn’t just dis-
charge it raw,” Miller
said. “We treated it. Our
E.coli counts were
extremely low.”

“We have been at this
with the state for provid-
ing a relief system,”
Sizeland said. “They
said just use GLWA’s

capacity. We just learned
we can’t rely on that, so
let us cut government
red tape and move for-
ward.”

“We have an outdated
infrastructure that can
compete with any third-
world county, which is
something we should
never be proud of,” said
U.S. Rep. Debbie
Dingell, D-Dearborn.
“We need to fix it, but
that means we have to
plan as a region. I've
asked the (U.S. Army)
Corps of Engineers to do
an independent study to
look at what we really
need.”

“Discharge isn’t the
only option,” said the
EPA’s Regan, not being
specific. “We are all
about thinking about
innovative ways that we
can protect public health
and the environment
while we are waiting for
the appropriate
resources.”

Rebuilding water infra-
structure into a fool-
proof, never-overloaded
system is difficult to
achieve.

“It’s a big challenge
because there’s always
going to be a bigger
storm,” McCormick said.

“I've had the chance to
hear directly from com-
munities and visit infra-
structure sites all across
the country,” Regan said.
“That is what we are
doing today, visiting a
region reeling from the
impact of a so-called
1,000-year flood. Over
9,000 reports of base-
ments flooded.”

“If we keep building
the same thing we built
before, we’ll keep getting
the same thing we’re get-
ting now,” Lawrence
said.

SPARED:
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infrastructure dis-
charges from the Cook
Road Pump Station to
the Southeast Macomb
Sanitary District Grosse
Pointe Interceptor,
through the Milk River
and Kerby pump stations
and then downtown.

In a perfect world, a
storm wouldn’t affect the
sanitary sewer system at
all, Public Works
Director Michael Way
said, but because of
aging infrastructure in
the Shores, its sanitary
system has significant
stormwater infiltration.

What changed the
game for the Shores was
its ability to discharge
approximately two mil-
lion gallons of the diluted
sanitary sewage — cate-
gorized as such by the
Michigan Department of
Environment, Great
Lakes and Energy,
according to Way,
because it is mostly rain-

water that happens to be
in a sanitary sewer —
directly into Lake St.
Clair by use of a nor-
mally closed output gate.

“(This) is permitted
and allowed in extreme
cases,” Way reported,
adding the city also tried
to open two passive out-
put gates, but pressure
from the height of lake
water on the backside
held them shut. “We
don’t like to do it, but
this was an extreme case
that required it.”

If the city had been
unable to pump into the
lake, he said, the back-
ups and flooding would
have been far more sig-
nificant.

As it stood, sewage
water flooded inside the
pump station to a dan-
gerous level.

“We were about four
inches away from the
water affecting our elec-
tronics where we would
have had to shut down
the pump station,” Way
added, “at which point
we would have been

exactly like Grosse
Pointe City and Grosse
Pointe Park.”

With the Shores’
pumps performing at full
capacity — on top of the
two regular automatic
pumps, the city also ran
one pump used specifi-
cally for storms and one
portable pump that
hadn’t been officially
used in around 15 years
— the outflow into the
lake still was limited by
how much the pumps
could pump at once.

Nothing failed or went
wrong, Way reported; it
simply was too much
water to be handled.

“EGLE requires pump
stations to handle a
10-year, one-hour event,”
he explained. “This was
a 12-hour, 1,000-year
event. There’s not a
pump station anywhere
that could handle this.”

In early June, Shores
city council adopted an
intent to issue approxi-
mately $16 million in
bonds for large-scale
infrastructure work.
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Advocate for our city at
the county, state and fed-
eral level. I'm grateful
that U.S. Rep. Brenda
Lawrence accepted my
request to visit Grosse
Pointe Park to talk with
city leaders, see the
destruction and hear
from residents.

Lauri Read: Water and
sewer services are core
functions of city govern-
ment. We must demand a
regional fix. We need a
plan for short- and long-
term solutions here in
the Park and regionally. I
am requesting a standing
council agenda item on
“water infrastructure”
for the foreseeable
future. This should be
the No. 1 priority for our
city and our region. I am
asking for a separate
task force that meets on
a regular basis and is
devoted solely to our
water infrastructure.
And, we must do more
than talk about it; we
need action.

Emergency communi-
cation and disaster plan-
ning are also core
government functions
and we have some work
to do there as well. I sin-
cerely hope that we never
experience a disaster of
this magnitude again, but
we must have emergency
plans and contingencies
in place as if we will.

This will be my focus.
To that end, I have
already met with Dr. Bill
Shuster, department
chair and professor of
Civil and Environmental
Engineering at Wayne
State University and
Grosse Pointe Park resi-
dent. He had a long
career with the EPA, has
the necessary depth of
knowledge and under-
standing of the problem
and is committed to a
regional solution.

Vikas Relan: No
response at press time.

Jim Robson: Among
other things, the region
needs to know what hap-
pened at the GLWA
Conner Creek and Freud
pumping stations on
June 25-26. I join with

Macomb County Public
Works Commissioner
Candice Miller in calling
for an independent inves-
tigation into why mal-
functions occurred at
those facilities. Why did
several pumps fail? Did
backup generators fail?
Were GLWA workers
unable to get into the
pump stations? Were the
stations understaffed?

Another important step
is the installation of addi-
tional stormwater dis-
charge pumps at
Patterson Park. It is my
understanding that per-
mit requests were sub-
mitted to the state some
time ago. Unfortunately
the state has not yet
responded.

Simply put, there must
be a focused effort to pre-
vent a recurrence. City
council must come
together and provide our
city manager and admin-
istration the time and
resources needed to
address the city’s signifi-
cant infrastructure chal-
lenges. I firmly believe
we have the right people
on board and they are up
to the task. Council must
now give them a clear
path and let them do
their jobs.

I am happy to see that
the entire council has
been working tirelessly
to assist citizens in the
aftermath of this disaster.
And I can’t say enough
about the selfless acts of
support by so many citi-
zens.

Council candidates

Brian Brenner: My
education background is
in chemical engineering.
Moving fluids from A to
B is a large part of this
field, so I have some
knowledge on the topic.
First, we need honest
reporting of failures at
Conner Creek. That will
guide where additional
redundancies, further
automation and/or
upgrades can be imple-
mented at Conner Creek.
GPP is part of a large
water system and our
basements tell us that,
despite the GPP portion
of the system working,
the system as a whole
was a catastrophic fail-

ure. So we need a com-
plete assessment of the
water system as a whole
from input to output:
identifying critical con-
trol infrastructure, the
capacities/flow rates at
the control points, age
and functional life of
equipment and whether
they are able to handle
the volume of rain water
we are now more fre-
quently seeing. We have
great community
engagement specialists
on council. We need to
supplement that with
members who are more
“nuts and bolts” focused
and will work toward
getting infrastructure
upgrades implemented.

Tom Caulfield: My
platform focus has con-
sistently been crisis man-
agement and our
infrastructure needs. It is
obvious that the GLWA
cannot handle our capac-
ity. It is my understand-
ing that the state of
Michigan has been
stonewalling our appli-
cation for diversion of
water into Lake St. Clair.
We need a professional
assessment of our infra-
structure needs. This
assessment must include
shortfalls of system man-
agement and our options
to divert treated water
into the lake versus our
residents’ basements
(like we once had).

Council should be dis-
cussing if a collaborative
approach to a solution
would benefit surround-
ing municipalities (The
Pointes, Detroit, Harper
Woods, St. Clair Shores).
As a region, we may be
able to leverage more
resources to design a
better system.

During a crisis, city
council should support
the city manager.
Additionally, council
should ensure that accu-
rate information is dis-
seminated to all residents
and become a resource
for the community to
relay their needs.

Crisis management
and infrastructure needs
should have always been
council’s top priority.
These recent events
demonstrate what can
happen with a lack of

focus and priority.
Partisan politics and
community division
seem to have taken pre-
cedence. City council
must support our city
manager’s continued
focus on creating infra-
structure solutions.

Christine Gallagher:
The Great Lakes Water
Authority failed misera-
bly. We can no longer
rely on them with the
same trust as in the past.
The Park must take self-
reliant measures to
reduce the effects of the
massive storm surges we
now see on a regular
basis. This will include
increasing our stormwa-
ter line capacity and
seeking state permission
for stormwater runoff.
The Woods and Macomb
County have already
done this.

Furthermore, GLWA
must be pursued with all
possible legal means to
reimburse our city and
residents, and be forced
to make the changes nec-
essary to mitigate the
June 26 lapses (genera-
tors, proper staffing,
etc.).

Cease the misplaced
priorities that plague the
current council.
Prioritize the basic needs
that provide the quality
of life our community
demands. Stop micro-
managing and give our
city manager the author-
ity to develop alternative
ways to increase our
stormwater line and
pump capacities. Appoint
an ombudsman to assist
the many residents who
need help with their
claims. Know where our
most vulnerable resi-
dents live. Protect the
emergency call-in sys-
tem from future failure
and improve emergency
communications.
Demand better pre-
paredness from DTE.

Residents now fear
every storm. Our health,
sanity and home values
rely on getting this right.

Jeff Greer: The June
25-26 event was a backup
of our storm and sewer
systems, not a flood. It
was not just a weather
event. It was an infra-
structure failure.

Because the damage we
suffered on June 25 and
26 was more widespread
than in 2016, I am deeply
concerned the longer we
wait to solve the prob-
lem, the worse it will
become.

Our No. 1 priority must
be the city’s unseen
infrastructure: water,
storm and sewer Ssys-
tems. While we draft a
long-term plan, we will
also need to make short-
term fixes that will hope-
fully prevent or mitigate
the risk from another
failure.

As a council member, I
would insist on a full
engineering discovery of
existing sewer and storm
systems with cameras
and detailed main-by-
main documentation, led
by qualified experts.
Smoke testing, which we
have done in the past, is
not enough. We need to
know exactly where the
system failed. I would
also demand a standing
agenda item for council
to discuss storm and
sewer service. This is an
existential threat to the
health, safety and finan-
cial well-being of our
community. It needs to
be treated as such.

Tim Kolar: No
response at press time.

Darci McConnell: See
above.

Max Wiener: The
storm we faced was
unprecedented and
would stress any level of
preparation, but clearly
large-magnitude storms
are becoming more fre-

quent and we need pro-
tections. Unfortunately,
this event was a stark
reminder of why our
council needs to mini-
mize distractions and
focus on the core respon-
sibility of infrastructure.

First, there needs to be
accountability with
GLWA in Detroit for their
system failure. We need
to know going forward
we can rely on our sup-
pliers and that necessi-
tates establishing an

audit plan.
Second, we must have
backup discharge

options the city controls.
In the past we had our
own discharge system at
Fox Creek. We need to
investigate bringing it
back online or alterna-
tively bridging our sys-
tems to allow release
from our Patterson
pumping station into the
lake.

Third, we need an
aggressive preventative
maintenance schedule of
our systems as well as
tight emergency
response plans, with
established relationships
to backup suppliers so
we aren’t scrambling to
bring in support.

The city can initiate
these efforts, bolstering
our self-reliance in dire
emergencies with help
from council members.
However, to be success-
ful in these tasks we
need qualified individu-
als on council that can
bring relevant profes-
sional experience to
these efforts.

EPA:

Continued from page 2A

structure, climate resil-
iency, we will always
have the challenge of
creating new jobs. We
have an opportunity to
address much of that as
we move forward in
addressing our infra-
structure.”

“Those options get a
lot easier with support
of our congressional
delegation and this
infrastructure bill,”
Duggan said.

“When we talk about
the next steps, the pres-
ident has asked for
resources for cities all
across the country,”
Regan said. “We need
for the bipartisan
framework to become a
reality so EPA can dis-
tribute these funds so
we cannot put Humpty
Dumpty back together
the same way every
time, but build a cli-
mate-resilient infra-
structure that protects
people and creates jobs
and protects our
planet.”

OUTTALL:

Continued from page 1A

ments. According to the
presentation at the July
8 town hall, $1 million
worth of improvements
were invested into the
city’s infrastructure after
the event. Improvements
included elevating trans-
former systems and non-
submersible electric
components within the
Park’s pumping station
to avoid potential flood-
water levels; upgrading
instrumentation, alarm
and monitoring, dual
operating controls,
pumps and backup
power systems; smoke
testing and reviewing
the system to identify
major inflow sources
and evaluating the sewer
system and relief possi-
bilities. After 2016,
under former city man-
ager Dale Krajniak,
extreme relief concepts
were submitted to the
Michigan Department of
Environment, Great
Lakes and Energy, or
EGLE, for review. The
state ultimately stone-
walled these concept
review requests.

Five years later, an
even more intense rain-
fall measured 7.88
inches of rain in 12 hours
— according to City
Manager Nick Sizeland,
that’s one quarter of the
rain the Park gets in a

year — all in one night,
with much of that being
contained in a 4-hour
period.

Residents aren’t deny-
ing the storm’s intensity;
but they aren’t willing to
fall prey to it. Many
demanded the city find
ways to defend itself
against looming storms
that seem to happen
every five years.

One of the solutions at
the forefront of the
Park’s pursuit is some-
thing they’ve coined an
extreme emergency
relief valve, or EERV.

“The concept is that
we would tie our sani-
tary sewer into the
Patterson Park stormwa-
ter station,” Sizeland
said. “In the case of an
extreme event that we
needed to discharge, we
would activate this
device, allowing to dis-
charge through
Patterson.

“The city has been in
pursuit with the state
since roughly 2018
regarding this device
and each time we have
gone to the state, they
ask us to look for other
solutions to relieve our-
selves, to which we have
argued we don’t have
any,” he added. “We have
been given many diver-
sions, or areas we need
to investigate further, in
order to actually have
this relief line. Meaning,
they’re not denying us,

but they’re making the
task very burdensome in
order to achieve. It is
taking too long.”

Sizeland said the state
has expressed concern
with outfalls discharging
sewage into Lake St.
Clair. The Park used to
have an outfall at Fox
Creek.

“Many many years
ago, there was an agree-
ment that the city of
Grosse Pointe Park, the
way that they built their
system, could discharge
(sewage) into Fox Creek
and then it would go out
into the lake,” Sizeland
said.

In the late ’90s, the
Park faced a lawsuit by
Liddle & Dubin, PC. The
suit required the Park to
seal off the emergency
relief valve in Fox Creek.

The other Pointes and
surrounding communi-
ties have similar outfalls
still in use. Sizeland
hopes to present the
EERV plan to the state
again, since the most
recent rain event, to
show the state it may be
the city’s current best
hope at processing heavy
rainfalls.

OHM advisors have
been assisting the city in
flood mitigation tactics
to pursue moving for-
ward.

“The extreme emer-
gency relief valve
(EERV) — which would
provide a gravity relief

point from the sanitary
sewer system to the
storm sewer system at
Patterson Park — is one
of a few options that
have been studied in
recent years,” Patrick
Droze of OHM said in an
email. “While it is a via-
ble option for manage-
ment of extreme storms,
we also identified bound-
ary conditions that
would limit its effective-
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ness. We suspect that
due to the intensity of
rainfall at the June 25,
2021 event, the EERV as
originally constituted
would have provided
limited relief through the
full duration of the event
since the storm system
was severely surcharged.
The data obtained dur-
ing the most recent event
is helping the team iden-
tify what design improve-

ments can be made to
enhance effectiveness.

“... the City will be
reaching out to EGLE
and peer communities to
identify additional ideas
and shared system man-
agement strategies,”
Droze added. “While
outfalls will likely be
part of the solution, we
will also look at the resil-
iency of the collection
system.”
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New to the block: Cheese Shoppe coming to the Woods

By Whitney McDonald
Staff Writer

Sisters Shannon Jones
and Kelly Rose always
shared the dream of
bringing a specialty
cheese shop to their
hometown of Grosse
Pointe.

The duo envisioned
their business at 20551
Mack Ave., and decided
when the building
became available it
would be time to start
their own business.

Sure enough, the build-
ing went up for the sale
and it was time to make
their dream a reality.

“It felt blessed,” the
duo said about the build-
ing and its prior long-
term occupants.

As soon as they stepped
into the building the first

Sisters
Kelly
Rose and
Shannon
Jones are
opening
the
Cheese
Shoppe in
Grosse
Pointe
Woods.

PHOTO BY
RENEE
LANDUYT

time, they said, “We just
knew.”

The Mack building will
be home to Cheese
Shoppe, a specialty store
that offers hand-cut
cheeses, charcuterie

boards, savory pastries,
candied nuts, dips, crack-
ers and more.

Through their com-
bined experiences, Jones
as a chef and Rose in
project management, the

sisters hope to comple-
ment each other’s
strengths as partners.
Their goal is to priori-
tize customer service and
create not only a store-
front but an experience

for everyone who walks
through the doors.

The sisters have mem-
ories of visiting cheese
shops on vacations and
they wanted to bring the
idea to their hometown
of Grosse Pointe.

They said they are
looking forward to intro-
ducing their customers to
new cheeses and offering
cheese education.

They both called
Grosse Pointe home
growing up and gradu-
ated from Grosse Pointe
North High School. It’s
where their parents still
reside.

Jones lives in the Farms
with her family, including
her husband who will
offer his charcuterie
expertise to the new busi-
ness.

Cheese Shoppe is a

family affair. Their dad
and brother are doing the
build out and remodel
and their mom is assist-
ing in the accounting
department.

They are planning on
opening in late fall and
are anticipating a posi-
tive community response
as they have already
heard the buzz surround-
ing the excitement of the
store.

“We’re really excited to
bring the Cheese Shoppe
to Grosse Pointe,” Jones
said. “Everybody loves
cheese.”

Cheese Shoppe will be
located at 20551 Mack
Ave. Grosse Pointe
Woods. Keep up with
Cheese Shoppe on
Instagram (@cheese

shoppegp.

Yoga Shelter moving to ground floor

Filling a storefront
once occupied by Jersey
Mike’s Subs and Pointe
Electronics, the Yoga
Shelter soon will relocate
to the first floor at 17020
Kercheval.

Since 2008, the Yoga
Shelter has operated out
of a second-floor space in
Kercheval Place.

“The City recently
amended its ordinance
that regulates business
uses in The Village to
allow these kinds of exer-
cise facilities to (be)
located on the first floor,”
City Planner John
Jackson said, “subject to
special-use approval and
a number of specific con-
ditions.”

Among these, is a
requirement that 30 per-

cent of the ground floor
area along Kercheval
Avenue be dedicated to
active retail operations,
in order to provide pedes-
trian engagement typical
of first-floor retail in The
Village.

Staffed during open
business hours, addi-
tional clothing and acces-
sories will be offered in
the Yoga Shelter front
space, available not just
to those taking a class.

Conforming with a sec-
ond standard, the busi-
ness will be open during
typical retail hours, gen-
erally 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.

“What we didn’t want
was businesses that were
only open mornings or
not open on the week-
end, creating some voids

and gaps in the retail fab-
ric in The Village,”
Jackson explained.

The new site also will
include a hot yoga studio,
Zen studio, bathrooms,
dressing rooms and a
shower room, the latter
of which ensures the
opportunity to freshen up
after a workout and visit
other Village businesses.

No changes are
planned to the building’s
architectural features,
facade or parking impact.

Both special-use and
site-plan approval passed
city council unanimously
during its first meeting in
the new Maumee council
chambers Monday, June
21.

— Laurel Kraus
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Business owners donate disinfectants

By Whitney McDonald
Staff Writer

Eco-Green Pure and SMT teamed up
to donate more than 1,200 disinfectant
products to Grosse Pointers and
Detroiters to assist in clean-up efforts
after last month’s unprecedented flood-
ing events.

Sheldon Wardwell and Jim Vogt,
owners of Eco-Green Pure, started
their business 12 years ago focusing on
LED lighting, EV charg-
ing stations and solar
glass.

Over a year ago they
were approached by
SMT Chairman and
Grosse Pointer John
Nicholson to start sell-
ing a disinfectant prod-
uct that could be used
in the organic growth
market they started to
serve.

Wardwell said little
did they know the pandemic would hit
in March 2020, and their new product
would quickly be in high demand.

“It was exactly what was needed,”
Wardwell said.

The product is CLO2BBER. The dis-
infectant ships easily in a spray bottle
with a packet of powder. Users add
water and wait 30 minutes for the solu-
tion to oxidize.

“Spray it on and walk away,”
Wardwell said as he expressed the sim-
plicity of the product.

It’s 100 times stronger than bleach,

but is skin safe and safe to spray on
food-contact surfaces.

It’s on the EPA N-list as tested and
effective against SARS-CoV-2, the virus
that causes COVID-19, according to
Eco-Green Pure’s website.

When the flooding hit the community
the weekend of June 25, damaging
basements of homes and businesses,
Wardwell asked himself, “What can we
do to help all those people?”

That’s when Eco-Green Pure and

SMT decided to donate
CLO2BBER, because
the spray is effective
against E. coli and
other bacteria found in
sewage, mold, mildew
and other fungus.
They started by
donating 40 cases of
the spray bottle prod-
uct to the Grosse Pointe
Chamber of Commerce.
Detroiters also had
access to the product
through donations made to the
Jefferson East and Chalmers neighbor-
hoods.

“We just think it was the right thing
to do at the time for Grosse Pointers
and Detroiters,” Wardwell said.

Eco-Green Pure carries another SMT
product that would help deodorize
Grosse Pointe basements. The odor-
eliminating gas is the CLO2BBERIZER.

Both CLO2BBER and
CLO2BBERIZER may be purchased
locally at Pointe Hardware & Lumber
or online at eco-green-pure.com.

RETIRE:

Continued from page 3A

“Those were great
memories,” Gardzella
said. “Being able to solve
cases, being able to work
through them from
beginning to end, see
them through — that
gave me a lot of gratifica-
tion.”

Two cases stuck out to
Gardzella as his most
memorable throughout
the years: severe wind-
storms last summer and
an armed robbery a few
years back.

“We had over 300 9-1-1
calls in a matter of six
hours,” he said of the
windstorm. He recalled
managing three fire
scenes on one block.
From 7 p.m. through the
night, officers worked
throughout the commu-
nity to keep storm dam-
age at bay.

“It was good to see the
officers in our depart-
ment really working
together,” he added. “We
were all over the city, fol-
lowing from one fire to
the next. It was good to
see our department work
so well together and to
work with the other offi-
cers in the Grosse
Pointes.”

The armed robbery
took place at a business

on Mack Avenue in St.
Clair Shores. Gardzella
recalled seeing the sub-
ject and closing in on and
arresting him.

“It was a great memory
for me, to be able to see
that subject and be able
to take them into cus-
tody,” he said.

From working in law
enforcement, Gardzella
gained a deeper appre-
ciation for the value of
people.

“I definitely think from
law enforcement in gen-
eral,” he said, “I've
learned to live with a
sense of duty, to serve
others, and I think that
moving up through the
ranks I've learned how to
value other people, my
coworkers and those
working with me, and to
lead while still (main-
taining) a humble per-
spective.”

As Gardzella leaves
the department, he plans
to spend the summer
vacationing with family
and will move into the
private sector later this
year.

“I think the timing is
right,” he said of his
departure. “Over the
years, this is a physically
demanding job. I do have
a few bumps and bruises
from along the way. The
timing I believe is right in
our department. We have

some quality younger
supervisors who can step
up and take on this role.

“I'm grateful to the
administration and the
city and the public safety
department for hiring
and promoting me along
the way, and allowing me
to grow and fulfill this
role,” Gardzella added. “I
believe God’s been very
gracious to me.”

Director of Public
Safety John Kosanke
said Gardzella’s retire-
ment is bittersweet. He
jokingly told Gardzella’s
wife: “We’re trying to get
him to stay a little lon-
ger.”

“(He has) represented
the department well with
class and dignity,”
Kosanke said in a letter.
“Officers who have hopes
of attaining a leadership
position have been able
to look up to (him) as a
fine role model. ...
Through (his) contribu-
tions, this organization is
more professional and
efficient, providing the
residents and visitors to
this community a level of
service second to none.

“I'm very happy for
him and I've been very
fortunate to have worked
with him,” Kosanke
added.

Gardzella’s final day
with the department was
Wednesday, June 30.
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CHURCHES

Churches among those rebuilding in storm aftermath

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

It’s been a matter of
weeks since the heav-
ens opened and dumped
several inches of rain on
the Grosse Pointes and
surrounding areas. In
some cases, basements
and businesses took on
several feet of water
and multiple streets
flooded from the storm.

Area churches also
were affected by the
rain event, including St.
Ambrose Catholic
Church in Grosse Pointe
Park. In the aftermath
of the storm, the church
finds itself having to
rebuild its ARK, a ban-
quet and conference
center.

“We have been told
that among the
Archdiocese churches
that suffered flood dam-
age, St. Ambrose is far
and away the worst,”
said Peggy O’Connor,
office manager/event
coordinator at St.
Ambrose. “While the
church itself sustained
very little damage, the
basement under the
church, as well as the
rectory basement and
the catering hall, the
ARK, were very badly
damaged. The ARK is
almost a total loss, with
tables, chairs, carpet-
ing, appliances, wallpa-
per and the entire stock
of kitchen items — flat-
ware, plates, serving
and food prep pieces —
all damaged or lost.
Storage areas in the
basements were nearly
100 percent loss. Even
the blower for the pipe
organ also sustained
damage, so the church
organ cannot be used.”

O’Connor said a num-
ber of items were
destroyed by the rain-
water, which caused so

PHOTOS COURTESY OF PEGGY O’CONNOR

The ARK at St. Ambrose is almost a total loss.

much pressure against
the back staircase to the
church, it cracked the
foundation wall and
sent water cascading
into the building. Lost
items included copies of
records, furniture,
Christmas and Easter
lighting and decora-
tions, vestments, appli-
ances, signage, tools,
computers — including
two new computers that
were installed two
months ago and
everything in the reli-
gious education office.

“Even the phone and
HVAC systems were
badly damaged,”
O’Connor added.

The church currently
is working with claims
adjusters and remedia-
tion companies on
clearing out, cataloging
and photographing
damages and damaged

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE REV. MATT SWIATEK

Water had to be pumped from the basement of
Crosspointe Christian Church in Grosse Pointe

Woods.

sir.com

items in order to sched-
ule repairs.

“The phone system
still needs to be repaired
and the air condition-
ing/heating have to be
repaired in the church
and in the ARK,”
O’Connor said. “The
A/C in the office and the
rectory was out from
June 27 through July 6,
but is now operational.”

Despite the storm and
the destruction it left
behind, worship was
not interrupted at St.
Ambrose. In the short
time since taking on
water, the church has
conducted baptisms, a
wedding and a first
Communion, as well as
all of its scheduled
Masses. Though its
organ still is nonopera-
tional, a piano is being
used as accompani-
ment.

“Some estimates say
that the ARK will be out
of commission until
January at the earliest,”
O’Connor said. “We
should be able to use
the basements again by
August. There are, of
course, things that will
never be repaired or
back to normal.”

Fr. Timothy Pelc
detailed in the church
bulletin his experience
watching the flooding
unfold.

“As 1 approach my
golden years as your
pastor, it gave me some
comfort to know that
there was a legacy we
built for the next gener-
ation,” he wrote. “A

Several feet of water infiltrated the ARK at St.

Ambrose.

chunk of that got wiped
out in one night. Our
insurances and disaster
relief funds should help
put us back in shape.
The first-day estimate
was well over a million
and a half dollars — that
number guaranteed to
climb as big-ticket items
like elevators, boilers
and air-conditioning
systems and Kkitchen
appliances get evalu-
ated.

“Losses such as this
are painful, but they
remind us that in this
world we need to ‘Hold
lightly to the things of
this world’ (1
Corinthians 7: 29-31),”
he added. “Praise to
God that there appears
to be no loss of life as a
result of this occurrence
that hit most of Wayne
County. Our prayers
extend to our neighbors
and those other individ-
uals who have been sim-
ilarly affected by this
epic flooding.”

O’Connor said the
parish has been won-
derful in offering assis-
tance.

“We have had offers
to help clean up and
offers to share informa-
tion about clean-up
companies, insurance
companies, etc.,” she
said. “One longtime
parishioner dropped off
a lovely bouquet of
flowers with a beautiful
card, because she knew
the pastor would be
hurting. Fr. Tim has
built a great legacy; he
has been at the parish
for 35 years and has
transformed it from a
parish that was nearly

closed to the gem it is
now. It was quite a
lovely and meaningful
gesture as is typical of
our amazing parishio-
ners.”

Unlike St. Ambrose,
whose worship services
were unaffected by the
storm, First English
Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Grosse Pointe
Woods not only had to
move its worship out-
side, but had to close
its building entirely
after a portion of its
roof collapsed from the
weight of the rain.

The damage primarily
affected the church’s
new building, but the
city shut down the
church until it passed
inspection. As a result,
parishioners wor-
shipped in the parking
lot Sunday, June 27,
which they had grown
accustomed to doing
during COVID-19.

“This is another unex-
pected challenge and
yet we will still do the
mission God has called
us to do and move for-
ward in the assurance
of his presence and
grace,” Pastor Sean
Motley wrote to parish-
ioners via Facebook.

Within days, a struc-
tural engineer exam-
ined the damage and
approved the use of the
church’s older building
areas, including the
sanctuary. Though the
new section of the build-
ing still is off limits, the
occupancy ban officially
was lifted Friday, July 9,
and worship returned to
the sanctuary Sunday,
July 11.

“Unfortunately, it
seems the original
design of this roof sec-
tion had flaws that led
to this collapse,” Motley
said. “This section of
roof will be redesigned
to avoid any future fail-
ures.”

He went on to point
out how blessed the
church is the incident
happened around 2:30
a.m., when no one was
in the building. He also
thanked church mem-
bers who have assisted
in restoration efforts,
from meeting with engi-
neers and contractors to
caring for the property.

“Although this is one
more burden we must
bear, we will be able to
do so because we carry
this load together as the
body of Christ and our
strength is not from
within ourselves, but is
from the Holy Spirit
who has led this congre-
gation through valleys
to the mountaintops for
the past 125 years,”
Motley said. “May God
keep us and all who are
working on the building
safe, direct us in rebuild-
ing and bless the minis-
try of First English as
we continue to move
forward in mission.

“... It’s been a chal-
lenge to get to this
point, but at least now
we can start to move
forward with the repair,”
he added. “It will be a
long process and will
have some ups and
downs, but we have got-
ten this far by faith and
will continue on.”

A message of grati-
tude also was shared by
Crosspointe Chrisitian
Church Senior Pastor
Matt Swiatek, whose
Grosse Pointe Woods
church experienced a
flooded basement due to
the heavy rains.

“We are looking to
replace some carpet-
ing,” he said. “We don’t
know when everything
will be back to normal.
Like everybody, it is a
work in progress. We
are grateful it is not as
bad as it could’ve been.”

And as of July 3, St.
Clare of Montefalco
Parish had begun the
post-flooding restora-
tion process. Fans,
blowers and suction
equipment were “strate-
gically placed to maxi-
mize effectiveness,”
according to its
Facebook page. “It will
be a slow process, but
we are seeing signs of
improvement.”

Christ Church Grosse Pointe providing flood relief

An anonymous donor
has given an initial gift of
$20,000 to provide direct
aid to residents of the
Grosse Pointes and the
Jefferson-Chalmers

neighborhood. Christ
Church is hoping to dou-
ble that amount through
its Loving One Another:
Flood Relief initiative.
All donated funds will

96 Kercheval Avenue ¢ On-the-Hill
Grosse Pointe Farms, Ml 48236

be distributed evenly
between the two commu-
nities.

Those able to donate to
Christ Church’s Flood
Relief Fund may make

secure donations at
christchurchgp.org or by
texting CCGP Flood
Relief to 73256.

For more information,
call (313) 885-4841.

313.888.8800
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Founded 40 years ago

PHOTO COURTESY OF DAVE ANGELL

Forty years ago this June, Village Records & Tapes opened its doors in The
Village at 17116 Kercheval. Although the store closed in the early ‘90s, its lega-
cy has lived on through the Music on The Plaza concert series, which was creat-
ed by co-owners John Denomme and George “Buzz” Young, as well as Joel
Stone, the store’s first employee. Pictured from left are Stone, Young and
Denomme, as they celebrated the anniversary of the store’s founding with 50
friends and former customers at Neff Park June 6. Although the concerts on the
plaza have been on hiatus due to the pandemic, Main Street Grosse Pointe
plans to bring the series back, keeping the tradition alive.

Create a personalized avian retreat

Bring creativity — and
even a child or grand-
child — to The Helm
Wednesday, July 21, to
paint a beautiful abode
for local feathered
friends at The Helm’s
Birdhouse Painting
Workshop.

Grosse Pointe Woods
resident and The Helm
member Larry Sullivan

provides hand-built
wooden bird houses for
workshop attendees to
paint, while his grand-
daughter, Catherine
Poleski, helps guide and
channel creative endeav-
ors. Participants are wel-
come to take home their
completed masterpiece
— a welcome for neigh-
borhood avian varieties

and a nice project to
make memories with a
child or grandchild.

The workshop costs
$35 for members and $45
for nonmembers. Price
includes one birdhouse,
as well as paints and
brushes. Registration is
required. Register online
at helmlife.org or call
(313) 882-9600.

The Helm
members and
guests enjoyed
arousing game
of croquet,
made more
challenging by
the natural dips
and thick grass
on the front
lawn.

PHOTO
COURTESY
OF THE HELM

The Helm hosts Barbecue on the Lawn

More than 40 members
and guests enjoyed the
first Barbecue on the
Lawn at The Helm at the
Boll Life Center Friday,
May 21.

Attendees dined on

hamburgers and hot
dogs, potato salad, cole-
slaw, chips and ice cream
while playing lawn
games, including croquet
and corn hole, and listen-
ing to live music.

, X

A second Barbecue on
the Lawn took place June
25. Two more are planned
this summer: Fridays,
July 30 and Aug. 27. Visit
helmlife.org for more
information.
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Library

The Grosse Pointe
Public Library hosts the
following programs:

& Nonfiction Book
Club, 7 p.m. Thursday,
July 15, via Zoom.

& Grosse Pointe
Theatre’s Singin’ in the
Streets—Broadway
Bound, 11 a.m.
Saturday, July 17, at
Central branch, 10
Kercheval, Grosse
Pointe Farms.

& Summer Storytime,
all day Wednesday, July
21, at the Woods branch,
20680 Mack.

4 Nailed It! Animal
Edition, 6:30 to 7:30
p.-m. Wednesday, July
21, via Zoom.

¢ Comedy Magic Fun
with Magician Jeff
Wawrzaszek, 2 to 3 p.m.
Thursday, July 22, via
Zoom.

& Let’s Play:
Dungeons & Dragons, 3
to 6 p.m. Thursday, July
22, via Zoom.

Register on grosse
pointelibrary.org or call
(313) 640-4775.

Ford House

The Edsel & Eleanor
Ford House, 1100
Lakeshore, Grosse
Pointe Shores, offers the
following programs:

& The Future of
Movement: The College
for Creative Studies
Transportation Design
Exhibition, through Aug.
29.

4 Story Studio, 10:30
a.m. or 12:30 p.m.
Tuesdays, through Aug.
17, for ages 8 and
younger.

& Teen Workshop, 1
p.m. Fridays, through

Aug. 13.
@ Edsel Ford and The
Continental, 7 p.m.

Thursday, July 15.

€ Meadow Games, 6
to 9 p.m. Fridays, July 16
and July 30.

& Maker Studio, 1 to 3
p-m. Saturdays, July 24
and Aug. 21.

& Fresh Air Painting
Club, 10 a.m. to noon,
July 25, and Aug. 8 and
22.

& Family Workshop, 1
to 3 p.m. Saturday, July
31, for ages 6 to 12.

& Explorers, 3 p.m.
Thursdays, for ages 6 to
10.

¢ Fitness, 5:30 p.m.
Wednesdays, for all fit-
ness levels.

¢ Yoga, 5:30 p.m.
Tuesdays, for all fitness
levels.

For tickets and infor-
mation, visit fordhouse.
org.

Blood drives

The American Red
Cross hosts the following
blood drives:

& 7:15a.m.to 3:15 p.m.
Friday, July 16, Ascension
St. John Hospital, 22101
Moross, Detroit.

@ 1to7p.m. Wednesday,
July 21, Jefferson
Masonic Lodge, 22000 E.
11 Mile, St. Clair Shores.

¢ 11 am. to 7 p.m.
Thursday, July 22, The
War Memorial, 32
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe
Farms.

¢ 8 am. to 7 p.m.
Wednesday, July 28, St.
Clair Shores City Hall,
27600 Jefferson, St. Clair
Shores.

Register at redcross
blood.org.

Whistle Stop

Whistle Stop Hobby &
Toy, 21714 Harper, St.
Clair Shores, hosts Pirate
and Princess Play Day,
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Saturday, July 17. This
free outdoor event
includes Anna, Elsa and
Pirate Pete, as well as a
bouncy princess castle
and bouncy island adven-
ture. Call (586) 771-6770.

Neighborhood Club

The Neighborhood
Club, 17150 Waterloo,
City of Grosse Pointe,
hosts Self-Defense
Training for Women from
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Sunday,
July 18. The class includes
awareness, risk reduction,
posture and verbal skKills,
as well as physical fight
skills. Cost is $35 for
members, $45 for non-
members. Registration is
required by July 15 at
neighborhoodclub.org.

The Neighborhood
Club currently is hiring
lifeguards, front office
staff, personal trainers
and fitness class instruc-
tors. Those interested
should call (313) 885-
4600.

Mini Picassos

Mini Picassos, 20801
Lennon, Harper Woods,
offers the following
camps and programs:

¢ July Weeklong Half-
Day Camp, noon Monday
through Friday, July 19 to
23. Cost is $150.

€ American Girl Doll
Art Pop Up, 11 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. Monday, July
26. Cost is $60.

¢ July Two Full Day Art
Camp, 9 a.m. Tuesday,
July 27, and Wednesday,
July 28. Cost is $115.

@ July Art Pop Up, 11
a.m. Thursday, July 29.
Cost is $50.

FISHERPOINTE

P:(313) 882-1490

Rotary

The Rotary Club of
Grosse Pointe hosts its
next meeting at 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, July 21. The
club’s Passing of the
Gavel event takes place
at Neff Park. Visit grosse
pointerotary.org for
information. To join the
meeting via Zoom, email
grossepointerotary@
gmail.com.

Men’s Club

The Grosse Pointe
Men’s Club hosts its next
meeting at 11 a.m.
Tuesday, July 27, at the
Tompkins Community
Center at Windmill Pointe
Park. Devin Scillian,
WDIV-TV Channel 4 news
anchor, speaks.

Toastmasters

Northeastern Toast-
masters meets via Zoom
at 7 p.m. the second and
fourth Monday of each
month. Call (313) 720-
8444 for the link and
password.

NAMI

The National Alliance
on Mental Illness Metro
Peer-Led Recovery
Support Group, for peo-
ple living with mental
health issues, meets at 7
p.m. the first and third
Monday of each month,
at St. James Church, 170
McMillan, Grosse Pointe
Farms. Call Lisa at (805)
450-1994 or email lisa
jonesmentalhealth@
gmail.com.

Lakeshore

Lakeshore Senior
Living hosts the
Facebook Live Q&A,
“Ask the Therapist,”
from 1:30 to 2 p.m.
Wednesdays, and
“Coffee Break Chat with
Rachel,” with Sales and
Marketing Manager
Rachel Nagorsen, 1:30
to 2 p.m. Thursdays. Call
(586) 218-6228.

Alliance Francaise

The Alliance Francaise
de Grosse Pointe is an
organization that pro-
motes French culture
through monthly activi-
ties for members. The
group seeks members
for its new membership
year, which begins in
September. It also offers
French lessons for
adults at Assumption
Cultural Center, from
September to May each
year. Detailed member-
ship and French classes
information may be
found at afdegrosse
pointe.org.

SUMMER, SUN, & SMILES!

% "3 Book Your Next Dental Appointment Today! ;@

‘ 383 Fisher Road, Grosse Pointe, MI 48230

www.fisherpointedental.com

126120
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Obituary notices are purchased and often prewritten by family or friends. While
we try to run obituaries as submitted, we nevertheless reserve the right to edit for

accuracy, style and length.

Sally Ann Duff

Sally Ann Duff, 73,
passed away after a short
illness Saturday, June 26,
2021, in Clearwater, Fla.,
where she lived the past
two years.

She was born at Harper
Hospital July 16, 1947, to
her parents, Wilena and
Robert J. Duff, both now
deceased.

Sally was a 1965 grad-
uate of Grosse Pointe
University School and
went on to earn her
teacher’s certification in
1969 from the University
of Michigan, where she
was a member of Sorosis
Sorority.

Teaching in Detroit
Public Schools several
years followed, along
with a stint at the Grosse
Pointe News in 1973, as
an associate in the edito-
rial department where
her sister, Kathy Duff
(Rines), was a reporter.

A move to Washington,
D.C., followed where she
started her career with
Time Magazine in adver-
tising sales. A promotion
to New York City fol-
lowed where she entered
the Time Magazine exec-
utive training program.

Sally enjoyed her par-
ticipation in the Junior
Leagues of Detroit and
later, Greenwich, Conn.,
when she was with Time
Magazine.

Following her retire-
ment from Time
Magazine and later the
affiliate magazine,
Changing Times, Sally
moved to Del Mar, Calif.
When the last of her
three standard poodles
died — she adored her
dogs — she gave thought
to where she wanted to
live next. Always ready
for a new adventure, in
the last four years of her
life, Sally moved to
Oxford, Miss., and
engaged in the university
town life there. After two
years, she moved to
Florida since she joked
she had “seasonal affec-
tive disorder” and
needed more sunshine,
especially since SAD
were her initials.

Sally was an avid
reader and researcher
and developed a deep
understanding of the
food chain and was will-
ing to participate in any
educational outreach
regarding the food chain.

Sally leaves her sister,
Katherine Duff Rines;

and her two nieces,
Jackie Rines of Los
Angeles and Ellie Rines
of New York City.

Sally will be interred in
Elmwood Cemetery in
the Duff family plot. She
asked that there be no
formal service, yet
encouraged a celebra-
tion glass-of-wine toast
by her friends, to her
friends, after her pass-
ing. Sally’s 74th birthday
is July 16, which would
be an appropriate date.
For those who wish,
donations may be made
to the charity of their
choice. If Sally’s friends
wish additional informa-
tion, they may email
kathyrines3@gmail.com.
org.

Eugene T. Ignasiak

Eugene “Gene”
Thomas Ignasiak passed
away Friday, July 2,
2021, at age 97. He
leaves behind his loving
wife of more than 70
years, Dorothy Ann
Ignasiak (nee Reckio);
children, Susan,
Michael, Gregory and
Robert Ignasiak
(Francine); and grand-
son, James Ignasiak. He
also leaves behind sev-
eral cousins, nieces and
nephews.

Gene was born Dec.
22, 1923, in Detroit, to
John Ignasiak and Anne
Ignasiak (nee
Mentlikowski). He was
predeceased by his sib-
lings, Florence, Bernard
and Norbert.

Gene served as class
president of 525 stu-
dents in the graduating
class of Northeastern
High School in June
1941. After attending
the University of
Detroit, Gene enlisted
in the U.S. Navy and
served from Sept. 21,
1942, to Dec. 24, 1945.
He was aboard the PC
1260 and YAG 18, ves-
sels deployed for con-
voy and other duties in
the Caribbean and
South Atlantic Seas.
Gene had an Honorable
Discharge as electri-
cian’s mate first class
and received the Victory
Medal and Good
Conduct Medal. When
telling about his Naval
service, Gene always
ended by saying, “It was
an honor to serve.”

Gene began studies at
the University of

Grosse Pointe
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Michigan, College of
Engineering in February
1946. He graduated in
February 1950, with a
Bachelor of Science
degree in mechanical
engineering. He worked
in the automotive indus-
try from 1950 to 1987.
His employers were
Packard Motor Car Co.,
Budd Co., Fisher Body
and Ford Motor Co.
During his 25-year ten-
ure at Ford as a princi-
pal design engineer,
Gene was presented
with four major awards
(i.e., a new car or the
equivalent in U.S. sav-
ings bonds) for adopted
cost-savings ideas not
related to his area of
responsibility. He was a
member of the American
Society of Body
Engineers and the
Edgard DeSmet Alumni
Association.

A long-term resident
of Grosse Pointe Woods,
Gene was actively
involved in several com-
munity organizations.
He served as president
for the Association for
Retarded Citizens
Grosse Pointe/Harper
Woods. He also was a
lifetime member of the
Scarab Club in Detroit
for his photography. He
was a member of
American Legion Post
303 and the Patrol Craft
Sailors Association. For
more than 15 years, he
and Dorothy enjoyed
world travel as Nomads
travel club members.

Gene is remembered
as a devoted husband,
father and grandfather
who was committed to
faith, family and his
country. He will be
dearly missed.

Funeral visitation was
held July 7, at A.H.
Peters Funeral Home,
Grosse Pointe Woods,
and included a special
veteran’s service con-
ducted by American
Legion Post 303. A
funeral Mass took place
July 8, at Our Lady Star
of the Sea Catholic
Church, Grosse Pointe
Woods, followed by a
burial service at
Resurrection Cemetery,
Clinton Township.

Condolences and
memories may be
shared at dignitymemo-
rial.com.

In lieu of flowers,
donations may be made
to Boy Scouts of
America Troop 330,

Sally Ann Duff

24036 Greater Mack,
St. Clair Shores, MI
48080; or the Capuchin
Soup Kitchen, csk
detroit.org.

Dorothy Rosalie
Kotz

Dorothy Rosalie Kotz,
100, passed away
Saturday, July 10, 2021,
in Roseville.

A resident of the City
of Grosse Pointe, she
was born March 5,
1921, in Hamtramck, to
Casimir Majcherek and
Pauline Majcherek (nee
Lanicki).

Dorothy graduated
from Felician Academy
High School in 1939.
She was the head
accountant at the
Detroit Yacht Club for
many years.

She was past presi-
dent of the Detroit
Garden Club and an
adult education tutor at
Dominican High
School, especially for
those with English as a
second language.

Dorothy is survived
by her children, Ronald
E. Kotz (Carol), Diane
R. Pawlowski, Ph.D.,
and Lawrence J. Kotz
(Joyce); sister, Mary
Scott; brothers, John
Majcherek and Francis
Majcherek (Florence);
nine grandchildren and
five great-grandchil-
dren. She was prede-
ceased by her husband,
Edmund J. Kotz.

Visitation takes place
from 3 to 5 p.m. Friday,
July 16, at Chas.
Verheyden, 16300
Mack, Grosse Pointe
Park. The funeral is at
10 a.m. Saturday, July
17, at St. Clare of
Montefalco Catholic
Church, 1401 Whittier,
Grosse Pointe Park, fol-
lowed by interment at
Mt. Olivet Cemetery.

Memorial donations
may be sent to Project
Hope, 1416 Kensington,
Grosse Pointe Park, MI
48230. Please make
checks payable to
Project Hope 1. Project
Hope is a charity that
helps families dealing
with cancer.

Share a memory at
verheyden.org.

Eugene Ignasiak

Claire Fisher
Lauinger

Claire Fisher Lauinger,
83, passed away
Thursday, July 1, 2021,
after an extended illness.
She was a former long-
time Tulsan and wife of
retired business pub-
lisher, Philip C. Lauinger
Jr.

Claire was born in
Detroit and moved to
Tulsa in 1958, when she
married her husband of
62 years, Phil. She was
the daughter of Louis and
Virginia Fisher of Grosse
Pointe Shores, and the
granddaughter of
William A. and Lura M.
Fisher of Detroit, and
William J. and Jennie C.
Nesbitt, also of Detroit.
William A. Fisher was a
founder of Fisher Body
Co., which supplied
motor vehicle bodies to
General Motors Corp.,
beginning in 1910.

She attended the
Convent of the Sacred
Heart for elementary and
high school, and gradu-
ated in 1958 from
Georgetown Visitation
College, Washington,
D.C. During these years
she became an accom-
plished bowler and field
hockey player.

Claire became the
extraordinary mother of
four children, while in
the same stride commit-
ting herself to a select
number of community
organizations, including
Monte Cassino, Cascia

Hall, Bishop Kelley
schools, Meals on
Wheels, the Junior

League of Tulsa and her
church communities of
Christ the King Catholic
Church and Holy Family
Cathedral.

She also pursued the
game of tennis, which
quickly became her
favorite sport. She made
many friends on the clay
courts of the Tulsa Tennis
Club and was a fierce
competitor who won and
lost with equal grace.

In 1988, Claire was the
family trailblazer in
establishing a seasonal
home at John’s Island in
Vero Beach, Fla. Again,
tennis was her embarka-
tion point to a new set of
deep friendships she

Dorothy R. Kotz

Claire Fisher Lauinger

maintained many years.
She also contributed sub-
stantially to the visual
and performing arts in
Vero Beach and was a
longstanding board
member for the
Distinguished Lecturer
Series at the Riverside
Theater in Vero Beach.

Claire was known by
friends everywhere, and
especially by her hus-
band and family, as
unfailingly thoughtful
and generous, intensely
loyal and totally without
pretension. She was sim-
ply herself, always and
everywhere. She was the
centerpiece and the heart
of her family and was
beloved by her 11 grand-
children.

She is survived by her
husband, Phil, of Dallas;
children, Philip III (Anne)
of Steamboat Springs,
Colo., Anne Reysa (John)
of Austin, Texas, Mark
(Allison) of Tulsa, OKla.,
and Jennifer Lofgren
(Richard) of Plano,
Texas; grandchildren,
P.C. IV  (Beth),
Christopher (Liya) and
Jake Lauinger, Natalie
and Matthew Reysa,
Sophie, Daley and Hayes
Lauinger, and Claire,
Allison and Joe Lofgren;
great-grandson, Asher
Lauinger; and sister,
Anne Dingeman, Grosse
Pointe Woods.

A funeral Mass took
place Monday, July 12, at
Holy Family Cathedral in
Tulsa, followed by a pri-
vate burial at Calvary
Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to the
Alzheimer’s Association,
alz.org; or Catholic
Charities of Eastern
Oklahoma, cceok.

See OBITS, page 4B

Congregational
f  Church

a2 (United Church of Christ
ﬁm@( nJvva.glggorgg.uras )
Sunday 10AM services are on
Zoom Meeting online and phone
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4105997963
415-762-9988, then enter 4105997963

AND with a Drive-in service in
the parking lot

(g LUTHERAN CHURCH
"800 Vernier Road (orner of Wedgewood)
(813) 884-5040
‘Celebrating 125 years of ministry in Christ’
10:00 am - Worship Service
10:15 am - Spark Church

Summer worship service is at 10:00am in the sanctuary.
Communion is served each week using pre-filled cups.

Rev. Sean Motley, Senior Pastor
é:‘N Go Make Disciples” ~

www.feelc.org
. xSaint
Ambrose
/Catholic Church
15020 Hampton

Grosse Pointe Park,
Michigan 48230-1302

)54’.), :

Christ the King
Lutheran Church

and Preschool
Mack at Lochmoor ¢ 884-5090
www.christthekinggp.org
SUNDAY
8:15 & 10:45 a.m. - Worship Service
9:30 a.m. - Bible Study
10:45 a.m. - Sunday School
MONDAY
7 p-m. - Worship Service
2nd & 4th Monday of the Month
WEDNESDAY
10 a.m. - Bible Study
Randy S. Boelter, Pastor
Making New Disciples-
Building Stronger Ones

Audrey Cox, Ministry Leader

Outdoor Worship
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

7\

ST. MICHAEL'S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
GROSSE POINTE WOODS, MI

Online Worship &
Zoom Communion
www.stpaulgp.org

Saturday Vigil — 4:00 p.m.
Sunday — 8:30 a.m.and 11:15 a.m.
Tuesday — 8:30 a.m.
Thursday — 7:00 p.m.
Friday Noon

On Holy days of Obligation, Masses are at 10 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.

(313) 822-2814 « stambrose@comcast.net
 stambrosechurch.net « facebook.com/stambroseparish

Join us for Summer Worship at 9:00 a.m.
Holy Communion and Music

Sundays in July and August All are Welcome!

20475 Sunningdale Park
(313) 884-4820 www.stmichaelsgpw.org
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Cheryl Kristine
Klun

Cheryl Kristine Klun,
71, passed away
Tuesday, June 29, 2021.
She was a resident of
Roseville and former
resident of Grosse
Pointe Woods and
Zionsville, Ind.

Cheryl was born
March 29, 1950, in Two
Harbors, Minn, one of
four girls born to John
D. Melovasich and
Ingrid V. (nee Anderson)
Melovasich, both now
deceased.

In 1968, after graduat-
ing from Ely Memorial
High School in Ely,
Minn., Cheryl began her
career with the U.S.
Forest Service. In 1973,
Cheryl married Robert
T. Klun, her husband of
48 years, and in 1977
they moved to Midland,
where they raised their
three children. During
this time, Cheryl began
a second career as a
teacher’s aide and
found joy helping oth-
ers. Her two passions
were her family and
cooking.

Cheryl is survived by
her husband; daughters,
Jennifer L. Budek (Ryan
M.) and Angela M.
Marsden; son, John A.
Klun; grandchildren,
Sheylan M. Budek,
Linnea G. Budek, Aleah
C. Budek, Calisse R.
Budek, Evan R. Marsden
and Lyndi N. Marsden;
and sisters, Bonnie L.
Orak (Mike E.) and
Lynne Vesel (Joseph J.).

She was predeceased
by her parents and sis-
ter, Denise J. Carey
(Dave E.).

A memorial service
will take place at 11

Cheryl Kristine Klun

a.m. Wednesday, Aug. 4,
at Grace Community
Church, 21001 Moross,
Detroit.

Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to
the American Diabetes
Association, P.O. Box
7023, Merrifield, VA
22116-7023, or diabetes.
org; or to the
Alzheimer’s Foundation
of America, 322 Eighth
Avenue, 16th Floor, New
York, NY 10001, or
alzfdn.org.

Share a memory at
verheyden.org.

Suzanne Linda
Galnor

Suzanne Linda Galnor
(nee Foster), 75, of
Marysville, passed away
peacefully Friday, July
9, 2021.

She was born Sept. 7,
1945, in Highland Park,
to Donald and Betty
Foster.

Suzanne grew up in
Grosse Pointe Farms
and graduated from
Grosse Pointe High
School in 1963. She
graduated from the
University of Michigan
in three years with an
education degree and
began her teaching
career in 1966, with
East Detroit Public
Schools. She spent her
entire 43-year career in

Suzanne Linda Galnor

elementary education in
the district, teaching at
Kantner Elementary
School and then becom-
ing principal of
Pleasantview
Elementary School after
receiving her Master of
Education and
Education Specialist
degrees from Wayne
State University.

Suzanne was an active
member and past chair
of the Chapter AO of the
PEO Sisterhood. She
enjoyed shopping, read-
ing, monthly birthday
club lunches with her
friends and spending
time with family —
especially visiting her
grandchildren in
Florida.

She is survived by her
husband, Henry “Hank”
Galnor; sister, Patricia
“Patsy” Foster; son,
Matt Galnor (Darcy);
daughter, Christine
Shigley (Scott); grand-
children, Anna Galnor,
Claire Galnor, Avery

Shigley, Kalyn
Heminger (Matthew)
and Isaac Shigley

(Allie); great-grandchil-
dren, Claire Shigley and
Liliana Heminger; sis-
ter-in-law, Arlene
Hudson; and several
nieces and nephews.
The family will receive
friends at 10:30 a.m.
Saturday, July 17, at
Verheyden Funeral

EASTSIDE
DERMATOLOGY

Thank you for the past
25 Years!

Dr. Manz Dulac opened Eastside Dermatology on July
1, 1996. Over the past 25 years, Eastside Dermatology
has been involved in many wonderful Grosse Pointe and
Anchor Bay Community events, including Freckles our
friendly dog in the front of our practice, The Heartbeal,
fun runs, Racing for Kids, and presentations to the local
schools and various groups on skin care education. We
are grateful for the community support. It is a pleasure
and honor to have Eastside Dermatology be the practice
that so many of you have chosen for your skin care needs.
Thank you to the community and our patients who have
supported Eastside Dermatology over the past 25 years.
We look forward to continuing to provide excellent care
to you and your families for many years to come.

Natalia Filipof, M.D.
Lisa A. Manz-Dulac, M.D.
Michael Piernick, M.D.

EASTSIDE DERMATOLOGY

20030 Mack Avenue ® Grosse Pointe Woods, Ml 48236 (313) 884-3380
32743 23 Mile Road, Suite 230 e Chesterfield, Ml 48047 (586) 716-1291

Home, 16300 Mack,
Grosse Pointe Park. A
memorial service will be
held at 12:30 p.m. at the
funeral home, followed
by interment at the
Grosse Pointe
Congregational Church
columbarium garden,
240 Chalfonte, Grosse
Pointe Farms.
Memorial donations
may be sent to Blue
Water Hospice Home,
2795 Edison Ave.,
Marysville, MI 48040.

Memorials

Gary L. Brown

A celebration of life
for Gary L. Brown will
be held at 11 a.m.
Sunday, July 25, at The
War Memorial, 32
Lakeshore, Grosse
Pointe Farms. A break-
fast buffet will be pre-
sented from 11 a.m. to 1
p.m. with the Honor
Guard arriving at 1
p-m., followed by reflec-
tions of Gary’s life from
friends and family.
Gary’s obituary
appeared in the Grosse
Pointe News April 2,
2020.

Robert James
Sheehy

A memorial service
for Robert James
Sheehy will be cele-
brated at 1 p.m.
Saturday, Aug. 7, at St.
Michael’s Episcopal
Church, 20475
Sunningdale Park,
Grosse Pointe Woods,
followed by interment at
the church’s Memorial
Garden. Robert’s obitu-
ary appeared in the
Grosse Pointe News
Feb. 20, 2020.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE GPPL

New Grosse Pointe Public Library Adult Librarian

Stephanie Fazekas-Hardy.

(PPL hires new
adult services librarian

Stephanie Fazekas-
Hardy joined the Grosse
Pointe Public Library as
an adult services librar-
ian. She is located at the
Ewald Branch, 15175 E.
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe
Park.

“Stephanie’s experi-
ence will be a wonderful
asset to the Ewald
Branch,” said Jessica
Keyser, library director.
“She’s worked for the
Detroit Public Library,
the Pontiac Public
Library, the Michigan
Department of
Corrections Library and
as a graduate student
assistant at the Purdy-
Kresge Library at Wayne
State.”

A lifelong resident of
Detroit, Fazekas-Hardy
earned her master’s
degree in library science

from Wayne State
University. She has pub-
lished four children’s
books. The first book,
“The Empresses’ New
Hair,” was published in
2012. Since then she has
published, “Like a Salad,”
“Dancing Monkeys in My
Soup” and “Bush Baby,
Bush Baby, Go To Sleep.”

Fazekas-Hardy stood
out among a field of
highly qualified candi-
dates because of her
energy, creative pro-
gramming ideas and pas-
sion for service.

“I love learning,” she
said. “That’s why 1
became a librarian. I
want to cultivate a joy of
reading.”

For more information
about the Grosse Pointe
Public Library, visit
grossepointelibrary.org.

Faircourt Dental Smile Studio

in search of American hero

Contest commemorates 20th anniversary of 911

The everyday heroes who help keep
America safe and smiling deserve the
same in return, so the American
Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry is
excited to announce “Heroes Across
America.”

Mary Sue Stonisch, D.D.S., has
been chosen by the AACD to repre-
sent Michigan.

To recognize and reward those who
keep American lives functioning, safe
and healthy, the Faircourt Dental
Smile Studio will select one person
from the Michigan nominations
received by Sunday, Aug. 1, for a com-
plete smile makeover.

“There are so many unsung heroes
in Michigan who deliver smiles every
day by their everyday actions,”
Stonisch said. “We want to share their
stories and reward someone with
what we do best — create beautiful
smiles.”

Everyone knows people who are
genuinely good — servicemen and
women, police and firefighters who
risk their lives to protect and save,
grocery workers who keep people fed,

teachers keeping children educated
online, neighbors who check in to
make sure others are all right, mail
and package carriers who deliver the
world, healthcare professionals pro-
tecting all and so many others.

Community members can help
those special people get some of the
recognition they deserve by nominat-
ing someone who stands out and goes
up and above with gracious gestures
large and small.

Candidates must be 18 or older, live
in Michigan and make people smile.
Nominators should share a brief story
about their hero, with video or photos
if possible. Submit nominations by
emailing thesmileartist@comcast.net.

Nominations are open through Aug.
1. A complete smile makeover will be
awarded to the most creative and
compelling nomination, customized
to the winner’s needs. The American
Hero smile award will be announced
at 11 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 11. The win-
ner will be notified via phone.

Call Faircourt Dental at (313) 882-
2000 for more information.

Charity
softball
game Set

The Regina
High School
softball
alumnae
take on the
Warren Fire
Department
Aug. 5.

The Warren Fire Department and
Regina High School softball alumnae are
gearing up for the second annual Red
Lights vs. Saddlelites charity softball
game Thursday, Aug. 5. The first pitch
will be thrown at 6 p.m. on Regina’s soft-
ball diamond, 13900 Masonic Blvd.,
Warren.

Along with the game, the event

includes raffles, concessions, a dunk
tank and more. All proceeds benefit the
Warren Fire Department Smoke Detector
Giveaway Program and Regina students.
Tickets are $15 at the gate, $10 in
advance online at reginahs.com/charity
softballgame/. Children younger than
age 8 are admitted free. Attendees are
encouraged to bring their own chairs.
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“Take Heart” at 63 Kercheval.

“Max Love” at 19843 Mack.

‘Jazzy Heartbeat” at 97 Kercheval.

“A Piece of My Heart” at the Grosse Pointe Public

Library Central branch, 10 Kercheval.

“Unconditional Love” at 21 Kercheval.

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

Hall.

“Looking Forward” at Grosse Pointe Woods City

“Art From My Heart” at 121 Kercheval.

“Heartbeat Filigree” at 381 Kercheval.

Nearly 70 larger-than-life hearts may be

found throughout the Grosse Pointes as part
of the Grosse Pointe Chamber of Commerce’s
2021 community public art project, “The
Heartbeat of Grosse Pointe.”

Maps of where the hearts are located are
available at the chamber, 106 Kercheval,
Grosse Pointe Farms.

Of those displayed, 29 hearts will be up for
auction during the chamber’s Heartbeat
Cocktail Party & Auction, set for 5:30 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 23, at the Edsel & Eleanor
Ford House, 1100 Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe
Shores. Tickets are $75 per person. Call the
chamber at (313) 881-4722 for tickets.

For more information, visit grossepointe
chamber.com/chamber-committees/
chamber-foundation/the-heartbeat-of-

Grosse
Pointe
has
heart(s

grosse-pointe/

Awesome Mitten releases
Michigan summer bucket list

What makes the Great Lakes State
so great? Awesome Mitten has more
than a few ideas to share with those
looking for adventure this summer —
or those hoping to discover a few hid-
den gems across Michigan.

Awesome Mitten created a bucket
list, # MIAwesomelList, that includes at
least one hidden gem item from every
Michigan county.

To make this a truly enjoyable and
stress-free activity — perfect for fami-
lies, couples or individuals — each
bucket list item includes a day-trip itin-
erary, highlighting a few of the best
activities in the area, along with places
to grab a bite, an ice cream cone or a
cup of coffee.

“I'm so excited for people to get out
and make memories with
#MIAwesomelList this summer,” said
Leah Heffner, one of the owners of
Awesome Mitten and the host of
#MIAwesomeList. “At Awesome
Mitten, we are all about helping people
fall more in love with Michigan. One
way we’re doing that is by mining the
hidden gems from across the state and
creating no-stress day-trip itineraries
to get out and explore Michigan over
the summer.

“What’s great about
#MIAwesomelList is that you can do a
couple of things off the list or see how
many you can complete over the
course of the summer,” she added.
“Either way, you’ll be traveling some
of the less-beaten paths all over
Michigan and falling more in love
with our great state along the way.”

#MIAwesomelList kicked off May
31, runs through Aug. 23, and features
more than 100 summer bucket list
items. It is completely free to get the
bucket list and throughout the sum-
mer there will be opportunities for
swag and prizes. Those interested can
sign up for the complete list, including
maps and itineraries, at awesomemit-
ten.com/miawesomelist/.

#MIAwesomelList is hosted by
Awesome Mitten, a website dedicated
to helping people fall more in love
with Michigan. AwesomeMitten.com
has 100,000 visitors a month and more
than 300,000 followers on social
media.

“We know people are ready to get
out and explore Michigan this sum-
mer,” Heffner said, “and we are so
excited to help them do that with
#MIAwesomelList.”

“Foiled” at 85 Kercheval.

GROSSE POINTE ANIMAL ADOPTION SOCIETY

20542 Harper
(Lennon and Harper)

(313) 884-1551
WWW.gpaas.org

Meet

Acpen

!yvear old Siberian Hugky.
emperament.

" OPEN FOR ADOPTIONS
BY APPOINTMENT
313-884-1551

M:/GT
Ozzie

'EASY 70 DONATE TO GPAAS

Amazon.smile!
Kroger Community Rewards
www.gpaas.org (donate/wishlist)

Oodles of Cute Cuddly Kittens!

— GROSSE POINTE —

PET

SALON

Specializing
INn Breed
Specific Cuts

Grooming for
Dogs & Cats

OPEN
/ DAYS!

SERVING THE POINTES
FOR 30 YEARS

— GROSSE POINTE —
PET SALON

20947 Mack Avenue ® Grosse Pointe Woods
CALL FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT

313.882.8939
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Jhe Science Advice Goddess

Pouter keg

My girlfriend, who’d been
traveling, lost track of what
day it was and was sur-
prised when I showed up on
the usual night I come cook
her dinner. She was happy
to see me but said she
needed to finish this one
“urgent work email.” How
nice. Dinner would get cold
while she took forever.
Instead of getting started in
the Rkitchen, I sat down
angrily on the couch.
“What’s wrong?” she asked.
I said, “T'll just sit here till
you’re ready!” She got
angry, saying that I should
have just asked her how
long she’d be or told her I
felt bad. She then went on
about how I have a “toxic”
habit of this sort of “pas-
sive-aggressive” behavior,
and I need to stop “acting
out” before it ruins our rela-
tionship. I love her and
don’t want to lose her. Help!

—Doghouse

There will sometimes be
reasons you are unable to
communicate using the
spoken word: Your jaw is
wired shut. You are gagged
with duct tape. A wizard
has turned you into a
cocker spaniel.

Otherwise, when you’d
like another person to do
something, it’s best not to
express this to them in
code: “I want you to meet
my needs -- right after you
guess what they are!”

Passive-aggressiveness is
a kind of coded communi-
cation -- a form of “indirect
speech,” which is a way of
saying something without
flat-out saying it. The term
“passive-aggressive” was
coined by a military psy-
chologist, Colonel William
Menninger, during World
War II. He used it to
describe soldiers who --
instead of saying no to a
direct order (hello, ugly

consequences!) -- wiggled
out through “passive mea-
sures” including “procrasti-
nation, inefficiency, and
passive obstructionism.”

Menninger’s term was
useful in military memos
because, as historian
Christopher Lane puts it,
the army couldn’t exactly
issue a directive against
“pouting.” However, there
was no research to support
it as anything more than a
tactic in a certain situation
-- as opposed to a “person-
ality disorder” a chronic,
genetically driven pattern
of maladaptive thinking
and behavior.

Yet, in the 1950s, a group
of psychiatrists writing the
mental disorders bible, the
DSM (edition I), took a big,
unscientific leap. They
willy-nilly added passive-
aggressiveness to the list of
personality disorders in the
book -- perhaps because
without an official “disor-
der” label (and diagnostic
codes that go with), health
insurance companies

wouldn’t pay therapists to
treat it.

But consider the wea-
selly, “passive-aggressive”
tack those soldiers took.
Though their indirect
approach to getting their
way was militarily unhelp-
ful, it was anything but
“maladaptive” for them per-
sonally. It allowed them to
avoid both court-martial
and getting shot at -- or to
stay in bed “sick” instead of
going all “10-4!” on scrub-
bing the grout in the latrines
with their toothbrush.

In other words, indirect
communication like theirs
is often adaptive, meaning
highly useful -- a form of
diplomacy. As I pointed out
in a recent column, per psy-
chologist Steven Pinker; it’s
a crafty way to communi-
cate a potentially inflam-
matory message without
causing offense the way
baldly stating one’s feelings
would. For example, there’s
the social relationship-pre-
serving hint about table
manners, “Wow, you're

really ENJOYING that
risotto!” instead of the more
honest “GROSS! You eat
like a feral hog on roadkill!”
The thing is, avoiding
causing offense can go too
far, like when it’s driven by
a long-held and unexam-
ined belief that you’re
offensive simply by exist-
ing and having needs.
Understanding that,
explore the root of your
own passive-aggressive
behavior. My guess? It’s
fear of conflict, or rather, of
the results of conflict.
Granted, at some point, it
was probably protective for
you to avoid conflict -- and
the direct engagement that
could lead to it -- like if you
had a volatile and abusive
parent. However, as an
adult, indirect communica-
tion should be a tool you
use when it suits the situa-
tion, not a behavior you
robotically default to.
Next, while ignoring the
protests of your fears,
express your needs and/or
feelings to the other person

by Amy Alkon

with healthy directness:
“Hey, can you guesstimate
how many minutes till
you're done with your
work?” and maybe add “I
have a special dinner
planned, and I don’t want it
to get cold.”

Admittedly, some con-
flicts end up in gridlock,
which means you won’t
always get what you want.
However, you’re far more
likely to get your needs met
if you don't just fester with
resentment or turn every
relationship interaction
into an intricate game of
charades: “Sorry, honey.
Still don’t get it. Are you
angry or doing a rain
dance?”

Got a problem? Write
Amy Alkon, 171 Pier Ave,
#280, Santa Monica, CA
90405, or e-mail
AdviceAmy@aol.com. @
amyalkon on Twitter.
Weekly podcast: blog-
talkradio.com/amyalkon.

(¢)2021, Amy Alkon, all
rights reserved.

At Work

by Lindsey Novak

Remote work wins,
despite management

Employees return to
work in the office, but
management is less than
happy. Businesses recently
reaching out to consul-
tancy Seyfarth at Work for
training and management
solutions report being dis-
tressed at many of the
behaviors they now see.
The workplace has not
returned to business as
usual, nor will it.
Employees who switched
from in-office to remote
work have become accus-
tomed to their newfound
freedom: They worked in
the privacy of their own
homes, created their most
favored work schedules
and got their work done as
it was assigned. But they
made an important discov-

ery in work hibernation:
They became in charge of
their time, work style, social
needs and any breaks they
deemed necessary to
remain productive and
happy. Yes, happiness
and joy are now high on
their list of important fac-
tors for returning to the
office for a job. And why
shouldn’t they demand the
culture that suits them if
their work is accurate and
completed on time?
Philippe Weiss, attorney
and president of Seyfarth at
Work, has received numer-
ous calls from clients
shocked by their returning
employees’ new attitudes.
Management apparently
thought remote workers
would return to work as

usual; this is not the case as
they wished. Privacy is no
longer as highly valued nor
as fully respected.
Employees are bringing
their work-at-home free-
dom to the office by engag-
ing in social chatter, banter,
sarcastic remarks, joking,
invasive personal questions
and stories that, pre-
COVID-19, would have
been whispered on the
down-low only to their spe-
cial work friends. The pri-
vate weekend experiences
are now brought to light for
all to hear, including
coworkers who don’t wish
to hear them. So, Weiss and
his national team of attor-
ney consultant-trainers had
to respond quickly with an
action plan.

“Now, business owners
are wondering if hosting
their traditional employee
summer outing is as pru-
dent a choice as in prior
years,” says Weiss. If the
raucous employee behavior
of the office increases once
outside, the liability may not
be worth the risk. What has
been necessary is a reorienta-
tion where all employees are
treated as something akin to
newbies and reacclimated to
professionalism norms.

Weiss offers management
easy-to-follow tips for office
behavior; among the most
important is to be (reason-
ably) patient. Employees
have had a year-and-a-half
of remote work and inde-
pendence, so it’s unrealis-
tic to expect employees to
snap back into your rigid
behavioral expectations,
not now, and perhaps
never exactly as before
COVID-19. (However, any
repeated, severe or com-
plained-about conduct
should be addressed imme-
diately.) Leaders should
hold meetings to talk about
respecting the company’s
clients/customers, as well
as their co-workers and
urge employees to curtail
offering their gut-level
opinions in open discus-
sions. Social interactions
should be polite when
voiced openly; conversa-

tions at work should be
positive, respectful and
offer emotional safety for
all. Employees will need
some time to redevelop a
rapport with their bosses
and coworkers within the
office. Additionally, manag-
ers will do better in manag-
ing as they develop their
empathy, social skills and
ability to clearly explain and
focus on the latest perfor-
mance expectations.

Weiss suggests interac-
tive trainings to provide
employees the opportunity
to discuss and agree on best
practices and positive lan-
guage choices. He says
returning to work will affect
managers as much as
employees, and some may
leave their positions, will-
ingly or unwillingly, if they
cannot adjust to a more dip-
lomatic approach to leader-
ship and to supervising
hybrid (remote and on-site)
teams. The newfound free-
dom among employees will
require managers to
become real leaders, not the
punitive micro-managers of
yesterday. He has also found
most employers amenable
to mix each workweek
between remote work and
work in the office, depend-
ing on the company’s needs
for the various jobs.

Recent studies show hap-
piness is now the most

important job feature for
employees because: 1) They
stay in their positions four
times longer, which reduces
turnover losses; 2) they pro-
vide 12% higher productiv-
ity; 3) they commit twice as
much time to the jobs; and
4) they have 65% more
energy than unhappy
employees.

In addition to recreating a
company culture suited to
the new expectations of
employees, companies must
continue to provide a safe
and healthy atmosphere at
work to protect against out-
breaks of illness. This new
role for human resource
departments may induce
companies to reinstate the
once-popular position of
“human relations repre-
sentative.”

Despite the tragic events
caused by the COVID-19
shutdowns, what may
emerge is a newer, more
positive view of corpora-
tions and organizations in
America.

Email career and life
coach: Lindsey@
LindseyNovak.com with
your workplace problems
and issues. Ms. Novak
responds to all emails. For
more information, visit
www.lindseynovak.com,

Copyright 2021
Creators.com.

Expectant mom wants to scale
back Christmas celebrations

DEAR ABBY: I just
found out I'm pregnant
with our third child, a
“surprise” baby. We’re
due Christmas week,
but we’re scrambling to

get our already
stretched finances in
order. We’re trying to
cut back on expenses by
taking no vacations this
year, budgeting food

expenses and embrac-
ing second hand and
hand-me-downs.

I told my husband I'd
like to forgo giving the
adults’ Christmas pres-

Dear Abby

by Abigail Van Buren

ents this year. We have a
large extended family

This summer,
Be king of the grill

Appliance

with multiple kids, and
it’s a strain anyway.
He was upset and said
he would rather keep
giving the presents,
even though it could
save up to $2,000. Add
that cost and the giving
birth/new baby cost,
and it’s just too much.
I took the stance
that we’re all parents
now with financial
responsibilities, some
are retired and don’t
need anything (my
parents’ favorite
refrain), and some are
financially strained
because of job prob-
lems from COVID.
Focusing only on the
kids just makes sense.
What do you think? --
DELIVERING ON
CHRISTMAS

DEAR DELIVERING: I
agree that it’s not only
time to trim your gift
list, but also neces-
sary. With the new
baby arriving during
the Christmas holi-
days, his or her needs
must take priority, at
least this year and
probably longer. Make
sure the adult relatives
know well in advance
and there should be no
hurt feelings.

DEAR ABBY: [ am a
very fortunate 60-year-
old male. I have a won-
derful life, great kids, I'm
a new grandfather and
I’'m recently retired. I
think I am a happy and
overall positive person.

See DEAR ABBY, page 6C
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Dear Ann Landers:
After reading the letter
from “Dog Lover in N.Y.,”
I'had to write. “Dog Lover”
was amazed that her
friends had shelled out
$750 to put their dogs in
doggie camps. You
responded with a quote
from your grandmother,
“Dogs should be with
dogs, and people should
be with people.”
Thankfully, the thousands
who work with and benefit
from pet-assisted therapy
don’t share your grand-
mother’s views.

When my mother suf-
fered a severe stroke, I put
my dog, Kadie, in an air-
line carry-on bag and flew
to my parents’ home.
Mom’s crooked smile told
me she was glad to see me,
but her eyes reflected anx-
iety. When Kadie started to
lick Mom’s face, I saw
hope and happiness come
back into her eyes.

I then joined a local vol-
unteer organization called
Paws Across Texas. Kadie
and I work as a registered
therapy team, visiting nurs-
ing homes and hospitals. I

Claoric

Ann Landers

witnessed a hardened
street kid turn into a caring
child when he gave my
tired dog a drink of water
out of a paper cup. I saw a
handicapped person bury
her face in the dog’s fur and
laugh with delight. And I've
seen how it brightens the

by Dan

Winetluencers

On the old Jack Benny
radio show in the 1940s,
a continuing character
played by the actor
Sheldon Leonard was a
racetrack “shill,” who
always spoke in a

mend a particularly
mediocre chardonnay to
a woman who asked for
advice. After she left, I
said: “Hey, that was an
odd choice.”

about your latest pinot
gris might be better on
a social media page
than nothing.
So, is there a better
way for influencers to
have a real-world

hushed tone.

The shady charac-
ter would suggest to
Benny that he bet
on a horse “in the
third (race),” usu-
ally starting his
pitch with, “hey,
bud,” and ending
his “sure thing” tip
with the last line:
“Trust me.” The
racetrack tout’s tip
often ended badly
for Benny.

This came to mind
the other day when
Iread a social media
post with comments

impact than simple
enthusiasm for a
sweet rosé or a fla-
vored cider?
Perhaps.

To me, it might
sound a little less
artificial if the wine-
fluencer were to
state factual mate-
rial, not just ani-
mated gushing.

Instead of saying,
“You’ll love this,”
wouldn’t it work
more effectively if
the comment was:
“This terrific Xyz
Zinfandel just got a

from a young,

attractive woman who
had attended a winery
event. In a photo of her-
self holding a glass of
the winery’s chardon-
nay, she suggested that
it was one of the best
she had ever tasted.

This woman was like
the racetrack tipster,
offering a suggestion on
a “great” wine. What
wasn’t said was that she
was paid by the winery
to post that “opinion.”
Nor did the social media
post give any indication
of her wine qualifica-
tions, if any.

(Other than being
attractive and viva-
cious.)

I got the impression
that this woman’s job
was equivalent to a veg-
etarian reviewing a
steak house.

This young woman
calls herself a wine
influencer (wineflu-
encer?), and from what
I gather, these people
are compensated by
wineries or marketers
for doing advertorials
for wines on social
media sites. The aim is
to get people to buy the
wines.

Does it work? 1
dunno, but some winer-
ies think it does. They
are hiring these peo-
ple. It’s sort of like a
chardonnay winemaker
telling you that “the
best chardonnay you’ll
ever taste is mine.”
There’s as much verac-
ity here as there is with
a South Florida land
salesman.

But then, think about
other wine advice you
may be exposed to. I
once knew a man who
ran a successful wine
shop in San Diego. One
day, I heard him recom-

He said: “I got a ton of
that stuff, and I need to
move it.”

The mere existence of
winefluencers seems to
validate that, in this
information age we live
in, some widely dissem-
inated “facts” are little
more than lies dressed
up to sound valid. Think
politics. Or TV-hawked
“miracle” drugs.

But at least with the
drugs, they usually
come with warnings
about side effects. Some
even suggest that that
one side effect is death.
Influencers are guided
by no ethics principles,
which you would think
might backfire on win-
eries who hire these
shills.

Clearly, I'm a skeptic
when it comes to the
benefits of hiring such
folks, but I understand
how a handsome visage
and an enthusiastic
voice saying nice things

IFIT'S
DADS TURN
TO COOK
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18666 Mack Avenue

Grosse Pointe Farms

313-881-5675 T

gold medal at the
county fair wine compe-
tition, and I love it!”
Yes, it still sounds a
little like Sheldon
Leonard offering Jack
Benny his racetrack
tout’s “can’t miss” tip,
but at least it’s based on
something factual.
Wine of the Week:
2020 Barnard Griffin
Rosé of Sangiovese,
Columbia Valley ($11):
One of the most reliable
slightly sweet pink
wines you can find, this
tasty patio sipper has
raspberry and straw-
berry aromas and good
mid-palate flavors.
Often seen under $10. .

To find out more
about Dan Berger and
read features by other
Creators Syndicate

writers and cartoon-
ists, visit the Creators
Syndicate webpage at
www.creators.com.
COPYRIGHT 2021
CREATORS.COM
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day of lonely seniors in a
nursing home when Kadie
cuddles next to them in
bed. -- L.A. in Euless, Texas

Dear L.A.: Get out the
wet noodle. My grand-
mother was wrong. The
beautiful, warmhearted let-
ters from dog lovers have
convinced me that a dog can
indeed be man’s best friend..

Dear Ann Landers: A

co-worker in my office
told me she wanted to
see a Broadway show. I
have a friend, “Harry,”
who gets tickets for me.
This co-worker (I’ll call
her “Mary”) asked if he
could get her two good
seats. She gave me the
money, and I paid for the
tickets. When I handed
them to Mary, she said
the seats weren’t very
good and asked for her
money back. I called
Harry and asked if I
could get a refund. He
said, “Sorry, no. It’s too
late.”

To keep the peace, I
gave Mary her money
back out of my own
pocket even though I

couldn’t really afford it.
Am I wrong to feel
cheated, or was Mary
right to make me take the
loss on the tickets? Please
respond in the paper. --
Nameless in N.J.

Dear N.J.: Mary treated
you shabbily. If she asks
you again to get tickets
from Harry, I hope you
tell her, “Sorry, no” -- and
stick to it.

To find out more about
Ann Landers and read
her past columns, visit
the Creators Syndicate
Web page at www.cre-
ators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2021
CREATORS.COM

My last visit to the
farmer’s market yielded
plenty of zucchini, corn
and basil. Zucchini is
not my family’s favorite,
at all. Little do they
know that I grate it into
most meatballs, spa-
ghetti sauce and burg-
ers when they aren’t
looking. However, this
is the dish that they
know it’s there and they
can’t get enough! My
son eats them so fast
there have been several
fights about who gets
the last one. The corn is
crisp and the cheese
and herbs gives them a
really well rounded
depth of flavor. These
have very little flour but
the egg helps them
come together perfectly.
I hope you enjoy them
as much as we do. One

PHOTO COURTESY OF EMILY MUCHERIE

Zucchini and Corn Cakes

Courtesy of Mombeau’s Table

friendly word of advice,
use a splatter screen if
you have one. Sometimes
the corn pops. We used
the copper Mauviel
paella pan from Atelier
on Kercheval. It’s a pan
for many things aside
from paella.

2 large zucchini

2 ears of corn

2 eggs

2 tbsp flour

2 tbsp grated parmesan

2 tbsp chopped basil

2 tbsp chopped parsley

1 tsp baking powder

1 tsp salt

Y tsp pepper
4 tbsp olive oil
Chives for garnish

In a large bowl, cut
the kernels off the ears
of corn. Next, using a
box grater, grate the
zucchini. Put the
grated zucchini in a
kitchen towel and
squeeze out any excess
water and add to the
corn. Add all remain-
ing ingredients to the
bowl and gently mix
together. Add oil to a
hot pan and drop large
spoonfuls of the batter
in to form the cakes.
Brown in batches until
crispy, about 2-3 min-
utes per side. Garnish
with fresh chopped
chives.

UPSCALE DINING & JAZZ FAVORITES!

RESERVATIONS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED

July 14 - July 17

HUGHES/SMITH ~ RODNEY WHITAKER  VANESSA RUBIN
QUINTET

July 21& July 22

BASSIST

July 23 & July 24

JAZZ VOCALIST

July 28 - July 31

DIEGO RIVERA
SAXOPHONIST

TUESDAYS-1 SEATING: 6:00PM-8:00PM (Ron English plays from 6:30PM-8:00PM)

WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY
1SEATING: 6:00PM-8:30PM (Performer plays from 7:00PM-8:30PM)

FRIDAY & SATURDAY
2 Seatings each night.

1+t SEATING: 6:00PM-8:00PM (Performer plays from 6:30PM-7:30PM)
2rd SEATING: 8:30PM-10:30PM (Performer plays from 9:00PM-10:00PM)

Happy Hour Tuesday through Friday 3PM - 5PM
LUNCH Tuesday - Friday 11:30AM - 3:00PM
o Q

CALL FOR SHOW TIMES AND RESERVATIONS

(313) 882-5299

Open for Lunch
Tue. - Fri. 11:30 - 3PM

97 KercHevAL, GROSSE POINTE FARMs, MI 48236
DIRTYDOGJAZZ.COM




GROSSE POINTE NEWS, JULY 15, 2021

| LIFE & ENTERTAINMENT

MOVIE REVIEW
“A Brilliant Young Mind”
2014 - 1hr 51min

“Just what we need,
another movie about a
genius,” you might be say-
ing to yourself. Well, rest
assured, this is not your
typical film about tortured
souls, mad inventors, and
brilliant WWII code
breakers. “A Brilliant
Young Mind” is a very per-
sonal and touching por-
trait of an exceptional
young boy.

takes Nathan under his
wing. He helps coach him
to compete on the British
team in an upcoming
international math com-
petition.

During the competition,
Nathan befriends Zhang
Mei, Chinese girl his age.
As you’d expect, Nathan,
while he’s attracted to
Zhang Mei, is not sure
how to deal with his emo-
tions. He’s equally awk-
ward with his mother,
sensitively played by Sally
Hawkins. One of the char-

acteristics of his

autism is his fear of
human contact—
which is almost
painful to witness
at times. She has to
restrain herself not
to mother him too
much, which
includes not giving
him hugs.

I thought this
was a thoughtful

In this film, Asa
Butterfield masterfully
plays Nathan Ellis, a
British teen that has
autism. He has a difficult
time relating to other
humans, the exception
being his father. The two
have a special bond and
there is a delightful series
of flashbacks where we
witness the two of them
interacting naturally.
However, when his dad is
killed in a car accident, his
life is thrown into turmoil.

A few years later, it’s
discovered that Nathan is
a brilliant math wiz. And,
as luck would have it, an
eccentric teacher comes
to his rescue. Martin
Humphreys (Rafe Spall),
a former math champion,

portrait of a trou-
bled genius, devoid of all
the usual Hollywood cli-
chés. I also can’t think of
another group of actors
who could have created a
film this powerful. As an
aside, the movie was orig-
inally titled “X Plus Y’.
Wise choice in renaming
it. I can’t think of anyone
who isn’t a math nerd
who’d be drawn to a film
with that title.
Streaming on Kanopy.
com.

2.8, 8.8 7

My rating system:

* A real stinker. A
movie that is so bad,
you’re embarrassed to
admit you’ve seen it, but
you have to rate it none-
theless.

%% So-so. Not a total
waste of time, but you
would have been better
off reading a good book.

% %% Pretty good. In
fact, if there weren’t any
other movies in your
queue, you might watch
it again.

%% % % One you'd rec-
ommend to friends.

* k%% So good
you’d actually go out and
buy it!

About this column:

While I watch a lot of
streaming movies, this
column will feature those
offered by Kanopy.com.

If you’re not familiar
with this great service,
it’s offered through the
Grosse Pointe Public
Library system with
your library card. Sign
up online in less than a
minute, then stream six
movies a month for
free.

These are high-quality
movies you’ll have a
hard time finding else-
where, and include a ton
of indie gems I'd never
heard of.

For movie trailers, visit
youtube.com. If you
have any recommenda-
tions, feel free to email
me at dominmarkR@
yahoo.com. Also, if
you’'re looking for more
movies, be sure to check
out my blog: mov-
iejunkiemark.blogspot.
com.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF BBC FILMS

From left to right, Asa Butterfield as Nathan Ellis and Jo Yang as Zhang Mei.

DEAR ABBY:

Continued from page 2C

Most people would be
thrilled to have my life.
However, I can’t seem
to stop crying. I tear up at
the end of every sad or
romantic movie. I choke
up when I’'m around my
loved ones, and it is only
getting worse. [ wonder if
it is because of pain I
experienced in my past
(deaths of loved ones,
divorce, etc.) or fear
about the future. Do you
have any insight based
on your experience? --
TEARING UP IN OHIO

DEAR TEARING UP.
The death of loved ones
can make a person increas-
ingly emotional. Being
able to express emotion is
a gift, not a disability. You
may simply be a sensitive
individual, but because

you say this is “only getting
worse,” it might benefit
you to discuss what’s going
on with your physician or
a licensed mental health
professional who can put
your concerns to rest.

DEAR ABBY: My ex-
girlfriend and I have been
good friends for the past
five years. Even though
our relationship didn’t
work out, I still want to be
there for her as a friend.
My ex isn’t that finan-
cially responsible, nor is
her family, and she keeps
asking me for bailouts. I
have loaned her thou-
sands of dollars since our
breakup, Abby.

[ am of two minds about
this. Part of me feels I'm
being taken advantage of.
However, the other part of
me knows she doesn’t
have many friends and,
because I believe in
karma, I tend to help

those in need. Please tell
me what I should do.
Should I continue helping
or let her fail? -- LENDING
A HELPING HAND

DEAR LENDING:
There is a point after
which “helping” becomes
enabling. You reached
that milestone years ago.
It’s time to let your ex-
girlfriend suffer the con-
sequences of her financial
irresponsibility so you
can focus on helping peo-
ple who won’t take
advantage of your gener-
osity.

Dear Abby is written
by Abigail Van Buren,
also known as Jeanne
Phillips, and was
founded by her mother,
Pauline Phillips. Contact
Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O.
Box 69440, Los Angeles,
CA 90069.

Weekly Horoscopes

Moon Alert: There are
no restrictions to shop-
ping or important deci-
sions today. The Moon is
in Libra.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for
Thursday, July 15, 2021:

Home and family
are important to you.
You are sensitive and
caring. You are detail-
oriented because you
are observant and
analytical.

In a nine-year cycle,
this is your nine-year,
which means you are
wrapping up things
you have been involved
with for the past nine
years. It’s time to let
go in order to prepare
for your new cycle
next year.

ARIES
(March 21-April 19)

Today you feel sympa-
thetic with a family
member, especially a
parent.

Something within you
feels the need to help a
relative or listen to their
concerns. Or you might
want to cocoon at home.
Tonight: Be patient with
others.

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)

Today you are more
sensitive to your envi-
ronment. You might
wish that you could
make improvements or
help make things better.
You also might spend
time daydreaming.
Tonight: Be clear about

what you want.

GEMINI
May 21-June 20)

When it comes to
money and your pos-
sessions today, one of
two extremes might
occur.

You might want to
share what you have
with someone who is
less fortunate. Or you
might want to spend
money on gorgeous,
luxurious items.
Tonight: Be patient
with kids.

CANCER
(June 21-July 22)

Your ability to tune in to
the nuances and subtle
feelings of those around
you is strong today. (You’re
picking up acid rock
through the Mercury fill-
ings in your teeth.) Because
of this sensitivity, you will
sense if someone needs
your help. If so, you will
help. Tonight: Listen to
family.

LEO
(July 23-Aug. 22)

You will be happy to find
some quiet moments today
to enjoy some peace and
quiet and relax. Or you
might choose to explore
yoga, meditation or some
kind of quiet contempla-
tion. You also might be
happy to have an afternoon
nap. Tonight: Be clear in
your communications.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

A friend or a group might
inspire you to become
involved in charitable activ-
ities with others. You might
work with a friend to help
someone in need. You also
might volunteer your time
to an organization that pro-
motes the welfare of those
less fortunate. Tonight: Be
careful with money.

LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

With the Moon in your
sign today, you feel more
emotional than usual.
Meanwhile, the Sun at the
top of your chart will call
attention to you in a posi-
tive way. People see you as
charismatic, caring and
compassionate. This is
why you might be
approached by someone
who needs help. Tonight:
Don’t argue with authority.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Now. 21)

Your idealism is aroused
today, which is why you
might want to help people
in another country. This
same influence also can
heighten your appreciation
of beauty, which is why you
will enjoy museums, art

galleries and the arts and
crafts of others. Tonight:
Avoid controversy.

‘ SAGITTARIUS

(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
Although you might be
focused on shared prop-
erty, inheritances and the
wealth and resources of
others today, you will
feel gratified if you can
do fundraising or steer
resources and money to
an area where they are
really needed -- perhaps
the needs of children or
suffering animals.
Tonight: Clarify shared

property.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

A discussion with a part-
ner or close friend will be
sensitive and mutually
receptive today. You will feel
that you can be candid and
honest with this person and,
in turn, they will reciprocate
and be candid and honest
with you as well. Tonight:
Best to listen.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

If possible, you will use
your influence at work to
help a colleague or lend a
sympathetic shoulder for
someone to cry on, because
you are more tuned in
today. And because you are
more tuned in, you see how
some people might be anx-
ious or suffering. Tonight:
Don't argue.

@ o

(Feb. 19-March 20)

Today you are in touch
with your muse, which is
why this is an excellent
day to be involved in the
arts or to express your
creative talents.
Romance will be idealis-
tic. You also will feel
sympathetic and caring
about the needs of chil-
dren. Tonight: Watch for
financial errors.

BORN TODAY
Actor Alexander
Calvert (1990), actor
Forest Whitaker (1961),
actress Diane Kruger
(1976).

Contract Bridge

DETECTIVE WORK WORKS WELL

North dealer.
North-South vulnerable.
NORTH
®dA1082
YQ85
€042
#]63
WEST
#Q65
Y74
®AK 105
Q72

EAST
o __
Y10962
Q1873
K 1084
SOUTH
#KJ9743
YAKS3
®6
HdAOS
The bidding:
North  East
Pass Pass 14
24 Pass 44
Opening lead — king of diamonds.

South West

Pass

Bridge is not what you’d call a guess-
ing game. When you have a problem,
there is usually a way to figure out
the right answer. There are very few
guessing situations in bridge where
there isn’t at least a smidgen of a clue
to steer you in the right direction.

Take this case where South is in
four spades and West leads the K-A
of diamonds. Declarer ruffs and notes
that he will almost certainly lose two

———— )y Steve Becker m——

clubs, so that to make the contract he
must avoid losing a trump trick.

This doesn’t look like much of a
chore, since the trumps are likely to be
divided 2-1, but if South is by nature a
cautious soul, he makes allowance for
the possibility of a 3-0 trump division.
This matter cannot be ignored, since
if the spades are actually divided 3-0,
the trump loser can still be avoided by
initiating the suit correctly.

Thus, if West has the Q-6-5, the
lead of the king exposes the situation
and wipes out West’s potential trump
trick, while if East has the Q-6-5,
starting the trumps by cashing the ace
first similarly overcomes the poten-
tial trump loser.

How does declarer resolve the ques-
tion of whether to play the king or ace
first? Obviously, he doesn’t just men-
tally toss a coin; he starts by looking
for clues instead.

There is a strong indication that
West is unlikely to have a spade void.
With the A-K of diamonds and one or
two of the other missing honor cards,
plus a void in spades as well, he might
have overcalled or doubled for take-
out at his first turn to bid.

Declarer therefore plays the king of
spades at trick three and is rewarded
for his caution when East shows out,
rendering West’s queen worthless.

©2021 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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Family Circus

Bill and Jeff Keane

“It’s hard to believe they’re the same
children who hate taking showers.”

7715

UNIVERSAL

Sudoku Puzzle

Complete the
grid so every row,
column and 3 x 3
box contains
every digit from

1 to 9 inclusively.

Previous puzzle
solution

© 2021 by Andrews McMeel Syndication

7/8

Universal Crossword

AC
1

4

9
14
15

16

17

18

20

22

23

24

28

35

36

37
40

41

42
45

49

ROSS

Title for Terry
Pratchett

Hit the books
Faint of heart
Poetic tribute
Where to
have a drink
with a date?
“Breakout”
game
developer

of 1976
Floral
garland
Critter
leading

the string
section?

One may
deface a
building
Greece’s
“birthplace of
democracy”
Legal expert
Mystal

Does the
backstroke,

say
Critter in the
percussion
section?
Hurricanes or
sea breezes
Chewy
Easter treats
Manage

to snag

She oversees
nuns

Jewish
holiday when
you might
shake a
grager

C major
relative
Critters in

the brass
section?
Continue,
asa
subscription

715

50

52

57
59

63
64
65
66
67

68

69

What a cat
may carry a
kitten by
Goldberg
who was the
first Black
woman to
get an EGOT
Small
whirlpools
Critter on
backup
vocals?
Replayed
serve
“Encore!”
Enticing scent
It clinks in
glasses
County fair
structures
Giants
catcher
Buster

On ___ whole

DOWN

1

® N O a b» ODN

10

11
12

13
19

The Animals by will Eisenberg

What you’re
trying to do

now
Standards of
perfection
Cut back on,
as spending
Couch
potato’s spot
Downward
spiral
American
money: Abbr.
“How ____
you know?”
Famous
fashion
monogram
Like limes
Nagging
desire

Foal’s mother
Persepolis’
country
“This one’s
mine!”

Upper ___
Side

21

25
26

27
29
30
31

32
33

34

37
38
39

40

What an
Olympic
archer takes
Score the
most points
It flows when
you put pen
to paper
Booker T.
&the
Groom
yourself
Cellist’s
stroke
Change the
image of,
corporately
Shirt from

a concert
Vinyl
purchases,
for short
Third
consonant in
“consonant”
Decide

It might stick
to a hiker: Var.
Capote’s
nickname
“You heard
the question!”

Edited by David Steinberg July 15, 2021

42
43

44
46
47
48

51

52

53
54

Gobbled up
“It’s Raining
___ 7 (Weather
Girls hit)
Vexation
Sportscaster
Andrews

Do great on
a test

Chant for

a reluctant
honoree
Cosmetics
legend
Lauder
“Que?,”

in English
Massive
Country
within
“Romania”
Fail to
include
Bowling
group?

WWII turning
point

Empty space
Certain sib
Siri runs on it

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER
E
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© 2021 by Andrews McMeel Universal
Www.upuzzles.com

anmnd

Garfield Jim Davis
(
Dilbert Scott Adams
HOW MUCH WILL THE NOTHING T WON'T KNOW UNTIL
IT COST IF IT IS PRODUCT IS FREE. I SEE IF YOU BUY OUR
CONFIGURED WITH :| ISFREE. DO YOU EXTENDED WARRANTY.
THOSE FEATURES? 2 THINK I™M
AN IDIOT?

DILBERT.COM

2-25- 2001 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by Andrews McMeel

Beetle Bailey

Greg and Mort Walker

©2021 Comicana, Inc. Distributed by King Features Syndicate.

Blondie

Over The Hedge

©2021 by King Feayures Syndicate, Inc. World rights reseved

www.Blondie.com

T WONDER...DO WE STREAM ALL ...HOW CAN LIFE BE DULL AND
THESE AMAZING SHOWS JUST TO TEDIOUS WITH ALL THESE
DISTRACT OURSELVES FROM AMAZING SHOWS TO STREAM?Z
HOW DULL AND TEDIOUS OUR
LIVES REALLY ARE? £
NONSENSE... ¢ TEAVETT
| % TO WOOKIEE”
. 8| CEwBAcCA
' W
| Zalia
JEEPERS,
|2 e DAY
&
Q

Chris and Dean Young

Michael Fry and T. Lewis

THE GREAT THING
ABOUT CIRCULAR

THE QUESTION,

WHAT
\ QUESTION?
/

Reg Smythe

Wizard of Id

Created by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart. Currently by Mason Mastroianni

Carpe Diem

Niklas Eriksson

Tomwilson  Flying McCoys Glenn McCoy
w— Z‘ggy:nd T T —— S = :
" WELLTALK
ABOUT iTWHEN .
WE GET Home ! ST
BeCANSE TS BesN |
SATING SUT OF YOUR !

CRRAL R THe
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Peanuts

©1974 Peanuts Worldwide LLC, Dist. by Andrews McMeel
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Dik Browne and Chris Browne

Hagar The Horible

HAMLET JOINED THAT SOUNDS £UNS
THE AFTER-SCHOOL ) 1 REMEMBER MY
CHESS CLUBYS A AFPTER-SCHOOL
i ACTIVITY /

AR

Crankshaft

Crock

5
=
)
5
=4
&
@
e
B
&
2
<
B
&
S
&

"I WAS
CALLED
DETENTION

IT WASN'T
MUCH FUN

Tom Batiuk and Dan Davis

|

Charles M. Schulz

The Lockhorns Bill Hoest, Bunny Hoest and John Reiner

“TO LEROY, MIXED DOUBLES’ MEANS
A COUPLE OF STIFF COCKTAILS.”

Created by Bill Rechin and Brant Parker

Close To Home

John McPherson

E-11fo ] S OLOSET0tforFR ). COM

7-5

F Minus

Tony Carrilo

WELL, YES, MY DEAR,
IT IS GOOD TOBE HONEST
WITHMEDICAL PROFESSIONALS,
BUT MAYBE NOT WHEN YOURE
JUST TRYING TO DELAY
AQUIZ.

Wumo

Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler

B.C.

Johnny Hart and Mason Mastroianni

Mother Goose and Grim

Reality Check

WELL. IT'S NoT SURPRISING To
ME THAT You cAN NWEVE®R HIT
ANYTHING!

Dave Whamond

[1]

0‘& - s
\!\\ A
\\’m I

Bizarro

Mike Peters

Dan Piraro and Wayno

OK! OK) ZT'LL CANCEL
MY GOLF OYZING AND
PANT THE PORCH/

20N JOHN MPH RSN IS T B AN PIRENS AU S YA,

/"/Cﬁé’@"w '

Denise found an effective way to
channel her hot flashes.

Marmaduke Paul & Brad Anderson

“Just don’t say one looks like a squirrel
or Marmaduke will try to chase it.”
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JUNIOR SAILING |

Your next move starts here. I know real estate.

Sine & Monaghan Realtors, Real Living
Cell: 313-530-7705
ShanaSineCameron@gmail.com
eGrossePointe.com

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

The team from the Grosse Pointe Farms-City Little League took the District
championship in 12U and advances to the state tournament. From left are
Sam Van Culin, Tommy Rutherford, Jack Leonard, Matthew Bartoszewicz, JT
Ricci, Brady Magee, Drew Brown, Charlie Bedsworth, Brody Vinyard, Charlie
Michelotti, Will Gryzenia, Drew Hess and Charlie McPartlin. The team was

coached by Mark Brown, Jay Ricci and Matt Vinyard.

PHOTO COURTESY OF TIM LINDOW

The 12U team of Grosse Pointe Little League softball won the district champi-
onship and currently is competing at the state tournament in Taylor. The roster
includes Alex Lupo, Amelia MacGillis, Bella Dodson, Charlotte Harr, Charlotte
Truss, Constantina Bournias, Darla Sherry, Eva Borowski, Kate Stemmler,
Kelsey Schafer, Lexi Dobbs, Piper Obermok and Violet Jenkins. The manager
is Adam Stemmler and assistant coaches are Nate Dodson and Tim Lindow.

Around Little League:
District tournaments

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

The Grosse Pointe
Little Leagues took the
diamond over the past
week to compete in dis-
tricts. The Farms-City,
Woods-Shores and Park
Little Leagues all had
teams in action through-
out the various tourna-
ments.

In 12U, the Farms-City
Little League team earned
the district championship
with a 17-2 win over
Woods-Shores on
Sunday. Farms-City won
four consecutive games
in the tournament,
emerging as champions
without suffering a loss.
They advance to the 12U
state tournament, which
will be hosted at Kerby

Field beginning Saturday.

The team from the
Woods-Shores emerged
from the losers’ bracket
to earn a spot in the
championship after fall-
ing to the Farms-City
squad in the first semifi-
nal game. The Park Little
Leaguers fell to Lac St.
Clair in their first game,
but picked up a big win
against Macomb
National to advance in
the losers’ bracket.
However, they would
once again come up
short against Lac St.
Clair in the second elimi-
nation game.

The 11U tournament
still is underway, with
the Park and Farms-City
set to face off in the win-
ners’ bracket semifinals.
The Park defeated

Macomb American 16-0
in the second round
while the Farms-City
came out on top against
Woods-Shores 15-2. The
championship game for
11U is scheduled
Thursday evening at Art
Getz Field.

In Sunday’s opening
round of the 10U tourna-
ment, the Woods-Shores
earned a win over Farms-
City 7-6 and the Park was
victorious over Macomb
National 11-3.

Grosse Pointe Little
League Softball 12U
were crowned district
champions last week,
advancing to this week’s
state tournament in
Taylor. Entering bracket
play, they are one of just
eight remaining teams in
the tournament.

Drew Hess slides into the plate while stealing home.

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

New f1lm remembers ‘Last of the Lakers’

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Sometimes a chance
encounter with an old
friend can spark an idea
that turns into some-
thing bigger. That was
the case for filmmaker
Terry Ayrault a few years
ago when he ran into old
friend and former team-
mate, Brian Wagner,
while at Atwater in the
Park in Grosse Pointe
Park.

The two friends began
reminiscing about their
days in eighth grade
playing football together
for St. Paul on the Lake
Catholic School. Their
conversation led to the
idea of talking to more of
their old teammates to
share stories and memo-
ries from their playing
days. The passion proj-
ect turned into Ayrault’s
upcoming documentary
film, “Last of the Lakers.”

“We were sharing sto-
ries about that year and
some of the weird things
that happened,” Ayrault
said. “When we started
to talk about these
unique stories that came
out of that season, we
were laughing our heads
off and thought, oh my
gosh, this would make a
really funny ‘30 for 30,
like the ESPN documen-
taries. ... The next week
or so I started to call
some of the other guys
from around the team
and told them I'm put-
ting together this docu-
mentary and it would be

fun for nothing else but
ourselves to remember
that season.”

The documentary tells
the story of the 1980
football season at St.
Paul, the last team to
play CYO football at the
school. By that time,
interest in football at the
school was dwindling
and the students who
were interested in play-
ing had to get to work
trying to find enough
players interested in
being part of the team.

“They called a meeting
of the students over the
PA and about seven or
eight of them showed up,
from what I’'m told, to
talk about having a foot-
ball team,” Ayrault said.
“That’s not enough to
field a team, so the coach
told the kids they have to
find players. ... Some of
those boys called pals of
theirs who told other
friends and so on.”

Ayrault, like many
other members of the
team that year, did not
even attend school at St.
Paul at the time. With a
few of his friends, he
joined the team that had
a season so unique that
he and his teammates
still remember the sto-
ries more than 40 years
later.

“There were about
three of us in Grosse
Pointe Park who were
buddies and we got a
call,” Ayrault said. “The
three of us decided,
‘Let’s go play at St. Paul.’
Because St. Paul is cen-

PHOTO COURTESY OF TERRY AYRAULT
The documentary “Last of the Lakers” tells the story
of the last CYO football team at St. Paul on the Lake.

trally located in Grosse
Pointe, there were kids
from the far reaches of
the Park and the far
reaches of the Woods on
that team and, of course,
the kids who went to
school there and other
friends of theirs from the
neighborhoods in the
Farms. In the end, we
gathered together about
14 kids.”

One of the things that
made that season so
unique was the team’s

head coach. Ayrault and
his Lakers teammates
were coached by Andy
Tilotta, a coach who had
his quirks but also was
able to teach the players
plenty about becoming a
good football team.
Tilotta did everything
from coach the team to
drive the team bus; his
love for football helped
bring the team together.
The players enjoyed
reminiscing on fun and
interesting stories about

their old coach for
Ayrault’s documentary,
which included learning
something about the
coach none of them
expected.

“He loved football and
was very passionate
about it and was a pas-
sionate coach and really
good guy and he coached
us up as this rag-tag
team of mismatched
parts and he kind of put
it all together,” Ayrault
said. “We all thought that
he must have been 50 or
60 years old. Here we are
at 13 and we have this
authority figure who
knows what he’s doing
and is very wise to the
ways of the world and
was our leader. We just
assumed he was an older
guy, but it turns out when
I looked up his obituary
after he passed away, he
was only 15 years older
than us on that team.”

That season, the
Lakers at St. Paul fin-
ished with a 5-2 record,
with the five wins com-
ing consecutively in the
first five games of the
season. The team ulti-
mately fell short of get-
ting to play for a CYO
championship at the old
Pontiac Silverdome.

Speaking with old
friends and teammates,
“Last of the Lakers”
became a passion project
for Ayrault. The film-
maker hired an animator
to help bring to life the
old stories and even
composed an original
song for the film per-

formed by a local artist.

As he gets ready to
show his project to the
public for the first time
later this summer,
Ayrault hopes his work
can bring joy to those
who remember the team
and the rest of the com-
munity who knows them.

“Not because there’s a
lesson to be learned or a
sort of moral other than
the fact that I think orga-
nized sports are great at
building character and
bonding people
together,” he said. “I just
want people to see it and
have a laugh. I think it’s
pretty funny and a lot of
people who will end up
at the premiere are local
people who know a lot of
people in the film, so
there’s an instant con-
nection to the charac-
ters.

“These are all guys
who have lived many
lives and excelled in
what they’ve done,” he
added.

“Now we’re in our 50s
and the memories are
still lingering and we can
call them back up and
put them down and doc-
ument them.”

“Last of the Lakers”
will premiere Thursday,
Aug. 26, at Atwater in
the Park. Attendees will
have the chance to take
part in a Q & A. All pro-
ceeds will benefit the
John Sauve Art
Foundation. For informa-
tion about tickets, email
Ayrault at terryayrault@
gmail.com.
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Hill brothers see bright future at North

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

The cancellation of the
2020 season meant that
Brennan and Drew Hill
of Grosse Pointe North
High School would get to
experience their first sea-
son of varsity high school
baseball together in 2021.
Drew, part of the class of
2023, and his younger
brother, Brennan, class
of 2024, are used to being
on the same team, but
they knew their first sea-
son with the Norsemen
would be their hardest
challenge yet.

“We’ve played together
in Little League and a
year of travel together, so
we’ve been kind of used
to it, but it’s a completely
different level of baseball
for sure and getting to
play together and doing
the things we’re sup-
posed to be doing and
having fun doing it,”
Drew Hill said.

At the beginning of this
season, the Hill brothers
found themselves facing
an even longer wait to
take the field for North.
Drew and Brennan
missed the first few
games of the Norsemen’s
season due to COVID
protocols, but had an
instant impact once they
were able to finally make
it into the lineup.

“At first I knew the
expectations were high
for both our team and
individually,” Drew Hill
said. “Then when we got
quarantined for COVID
at the beginning of the
season, I had to come
back with everybody
already having a couple
of games under their belt.
Coming back, Brennan
and I really started off
well and kind of jumped
right into the swing of
things and were able to
fit in well with everybody
else.”

Both Hill brothers have

enough skill to greatly
impact a game in the
field, on the mound and
at the plate. This year, it
was Brennan Hill who
found the most success
on the mound.

The younger Hill
brother found himself
getting the call on the
mound for some of
North’s biggest moments
of the spring. In his fresh-
man season, Brennan
Hill had standout perfor-
mances that included 11
strikeouts against rivals
Grosse Pointe South and
13 Ks in the Norsemen’s
district championship
game victory.

While his brother was
having success on the
mound, Drew Hill was
coming up big for North
with his bat. As a sopho-
more in his first year on
varsity, he hit double-
digit home runs and even
had a multi-homer per-
formance in April against
St. Clair in one of his first

games of the season com-
ing out of COVID proto-
cols.

“I jumped into the sum-
mer and I did not hit the
ball well at all, so coming
into this season my
expectations were high
for myself, but I knew I
didn’t have a lot to fall
back on,” Drew Hill said.
“But I came out and kind
of caught fire, so I'm
happy with that and just
continued it throughout
the season. The biggest
part of it is power,
because last summer I
would hit a ball right on
the screws and it would
just go right at somebody
or wouldn’t go far. This
summer if I hit a ball
well, it was going over
the fence and I had no
doubt in my mind about
that. I was just continu-
ing to grow my confi-
dence at the plate as a
whole.”

With Drew and
Brennan Hill both having

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA ~ Brennan Hill was on the mound for some of North’s
Drew Hill finished the season as one of North’stop biggest moments of the season, including a 13 K

hitters, launching double-digit home runs.

performance in the District championship.

more years with the
Norsemen coming up,
the brothers have a
chance to build on the
success North experi-
enced in 2021. The
Norsemen came just
short of making it to East
Lansing to play in the
final four, but still ended
the spring with district
and regional champion-
ships to add to their tro-
phy case.

As they look forward to
continuing their high
school careers at North,

the Hills are proud of the
chemistry they were able
to build with each other
and their teammates dur-
ing the year.

“We had a good group
of kids this year and
everybody bonded well
and I really want to be a
leader and (so does)
Brennan as well,” Drew
Hill said. “We all stay
close to each other and
continue to grow our
chemistry with each
other and the program as
a whole.”

Grosse Pointe Redbirds
host showcase, tryouts

The Grosse Pointe
Redbirds are inviting all
high school eligible and
incoming high school
baseball players to take
part in the upcoming
Michigan High School
Baseball Showcase. The
showcase is a one-day
event scheduled Tuesday,
Aug. 3, at Grosse Pointe
South High School and
University Liggett
School.

Each player will have
the chance to take part in
a session that includes
training and a simulated
game. Run by Prep
Baseball Report, one of
the nation’s biggest
scouting services, the
showcase is a great
opportunity for exposure
for players from around

the state.

To learn more about
the Michigan High
School Baseball
Showcase, including how
to register, visit prep-
baseballreport.com/
event/MI/2021-michigan-
high-school-baseball-
showcase.

The Redbirds are also
holding tryouts for 15U
and 13U. Tryouts for 15U
will be on Thursday, July
22. To register, contact
coach Paul Essian at
essianfamily@gmail.
com. 13U tryouts will be
on Monday, July 26.
Register with coach Jeff
Hermann at jher-
mann3951@gmail.com
All tryouts will be held at
Grosse Pointe South.

— Mike Adzima

Atter delayed start,
juniors finally set sail

By Peggy Walsh-Sarnecki
Staff Writer

Eleven-year-old Anna
Groustra has a huge
smile and an early love
of sailing.

“I like racing and
going fast and winning,”
said the Grosse Pointe
junior sailor.

Groustra is one of
many local youth who
spend some — and in
some cases much — of
their summer racing
small sailboats as part of
the local junior sailing
programs out of the
Grosse Pointe Yacht
Club, Crescent Sail
Yacht Club and Bayview
Yacht Club, among other
Detroit-area venues.

The GPYC held the
first of this summer’s
junior sailing regattas
last Thursday and Friday.
It was beautiful weather,
if a bit breezy and gusty.
But that doesn’t bother
these tanned and sun-
streaked young sailors.
They’re taught how to
handle the occasionally
windy days at a young
age.

“Well, maybe if it’s
really heavy wind and I

can’t hold my main sheet
down,” Groustra said
when asked if sailing is
ever scary. But she
knows exactly what to
do.

“I try to ask my coach
how to hold my main
sheet better and tips on
how to do better,” she
said.

Junior sailing is open
to kids as young as 7,
Groustra’s age when she
started, and up to age 18.
They learn to sail in
three types of boats.
Optis, used by the
younger sailors, are a
one-person boat about 8
feet long, with a single
sail and a flat bow and
stern.

Older, more experi-
enced sailors are in 420s,
about 13 3/4 feet long, or
420 centimeters. They
are sailed double-handed
and include a main, jib,
spinnaker and trapeze, a
line that’s clipped to the
sailors and allows them
to hike way out of the
boat for better balance
and speed.

The final junior sailing
boat is a Laser, about the
same length as a 420.
But that’s where the

comparisons end. Lasers
have a single sail and are
single handed. But they
can go quite fast when
handled well.

Handling a boat well is
something junior sailors
learn from day one. That
makes them more likely
to consider a breezy
gusty regatta like last
week’s more fun than
challenging.

“It was breezy to start
with; it was all over the
place,” said Gavin
Webster, 15, of Grosse
Pointe, who skippered a
420. “We really just
looked up the course and
played the pressure.”
(Translation: They
looked ahead and sailed
for the wind they saw.)

That meant his crew,
Colin Hexter, 15, of
Grosse Pointe Park, was
busy jumping from one
side of the boat to the
other as the winds and
angles changed.

“I’'m in and out of the
boat, a lot of tacks,”
Hexter said.

Charlie Ramsdell, a
420 coach, said he
focuses on the fun when
he coaches. But he also
never forgets about

MOTIONS PASSED

RESOLUTION PASSED

CITY OF HARPER WOODS
WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN
SYNOPSIS: SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES

JUNE 14, 2021

The Special City Council meeting held via Zoom video and phone conference program was
called to order by Mayor Valerie Kindle at 5:00 p.m. with a moment of silent prayer, followed
by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

ROLL CALL: All Councilpersons were present. Plus Acting City Manager John Szymanski
and City Attorney Sharon DeWaele.

1) That the agenda of the regular City Council meeting having been acted upon, the meeting
is hereby adjourned at 5:28p.m.

1) BE IT RESOLVED to not renew the employment agreement between the City of Harper
Woods and Joseph Rheker for the position of City Manager

Valerie Kindle, Mayor

Published: GPN, July 15,2021

Leslie M. Frank, City Clerk

safety. Coaches from
each participating club
routinely circle the rac-
ing fleets in club power
boats, ever on the look-
out for potential prob-
lems.

“Make it fun and if
things do go wrong,
obviously make safety a
priority,” Ramsdell said.
“Let them all know it’s a
learning experience.”

Many of these kids
come back summer after
summer.

Hexter comes back
“for the people. There’s
a lot of good sailors
here.”

As for Groustra, her
message about junior
sailing is simple: “I
would tell them that
once they’re out on the
water, they would think
it’s really fun.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF TRICIA GROUSTRA
Anna Groustra with her medal.

071521

This South Channel oasis is situated on a
1.5 acre lot, with 2 side canals and an
additional rear safe harbor.
Expansive guest house sits above 1,500
sq ft finished garage
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Little League softball
crowns champions

Yard §
ESTATE SALE

PHOTO COURTESY OF JONATHAN KALMINK

The Bandits defeated the Scrap Yard Dawgs 2-1 in the three-game champion-
ship series. The Bandits took game one, but the Scrap Yard Dawgs evened the
series in game two. A 13-5 win for the Bandits in the decisive third game won

them the championship.

. 63 Ridge Rd.
GPF

. 367 McMillan Rd.
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. 1406 Hollywood
GPW

1. 733 Balfour St.
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2. 1110 Grayton St.
GPP

. 40 Renaud
GPS

3. 449 Lincoln Rd.
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O = ESTATE SALE

. 1260 W. Boston
Detroit

Q =YARD SALE

PHOTO COURTESY OF KEITH BAER

The Wildcats defeated the Bruins 4-2 in the championship.
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CLASSIFYING
AND CENSORSHIP

We reserve the right to classify

[ FAX: 313-882-1585

FREQUENCY DISCOUNTS \WORD ADS:
Given for multi-week scheduled 12 - 25 words for $25.35;
advertising, with prepayment or | additional words are 30¢ each.

DEADLINES
Please call for holiday deadline
dates and times, subject to change.

CORRECTIONS
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advertising errors is limited to either
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Prepayment is required.
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T BELDING CLEANERS OFFICE Grosse Pointe ATTENTION: by Services. De-cluttering and
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Park. Experienced Part- time, Company inthe ~ Medical Assistant/ , yome & Centers) of your givers. We will whole house.
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ANTIQUES /
COLLECTIBLES
WANTED
Baseball and all
sports cards.
Any time period.
Not a dealer.
Call Jason
(313)502-6594

400

406 ESTATE SALES 406 ESTATE SALES

ANOTHER
Bernard Davis
Estate Sale
(313)415-7477
The Historical
Boston Edison
1260 W. Boston,
Detroit 48202
July 16- 17, 2021,
10am- 5pm
July 18, 12pm- 5pm

I
1

Grosse Pointe News

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

For more info go to
www.another
bernarddavis
estatesale.com
OR
estatesales.net

SEE YOU THERE!!

PHONE: (313) 882-6900 EXT. 1

GROSSE POINTE
SHORES
ESTATE SALE!
Please join us at
40 Renaud Friday
and Saturday July
16, and 17
from 9- 5.
Three bedroom
sets, Wicker Patio
Set including
sectional,
ANTIQUES, Tons
more, Everything
must go!

GARAGE SALE 773
Balfour, Grosse
Pointe Park. July 24
from 9- 4. Clothing,
Shoes, Purses,
Household items,
Books, and more!

WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COM

GARAGE Sale
Former Home
Interior displayer.

GROSSE Pointe
Unitarian Church
Thrift Shop.
Will reopn on
Wednesday July 21,
at 10am. Donations
are limited to two

406 ESTATE SALES

1110 GRAYTON
GROSSE POINTE PARK
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
JULY 16TH AND 17TH
9:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.

This is a great sale! We have a large
selection of like new furniture! We have a
pair of upholstered chairs, pair matching
leather chairs, king sleigh bed, queen
upholstered bed, nice selection of dressers
and nightstands, casual dining sets,
carpets, petite desk, vintage mahjongg set,
motorcycle jackets and boots, nice, large
selection of outdoor furniture, Craftsman
lawnmower, power washer, Honda
snowblower, edger, gas weed whip, TREK,
Giant and Schwinn bikes, basketball hoop,
ping pong table, tons of sports equipment,
Bowflex machine, weights, Pokemon and
sports cards, lots and lots more!!

Street Numbers honored at 8:30 a.m. Friday

Check out marciawilkestatesales.com to see

some featured items! We accept cash, checks, _
VISA, MasterCard, and AMEX.

2
53

boxes, trash bags
will no longer be
accepted.

Visa & Mastercard
Accepted

Grosse Pointe News

406 ESTATE SALES

GROSSE POINTE SHORES
MOVING SALE!

26 Shorecrest Circle
July 16th & 17th ® 9am - 4pm
Living room sofas, brass glass top coffee
and end tables, multiple curio cabinets,
dining room set, secretary desk, bedroom
set, huge collection of harbour light
lighthouses, glass top kitchen table set,
collection of decoys (Tom Taber), china
and crystal, Fenton glass, area rugs, shell
reloader, fishing, pipe collection, patio
furniture, garage full of tools. Stop by this
weekend for some great deals.

Check out my website for details and pics
anthonysestateservices.com

Beautiful items.
Friday July 16 &
Saturday July 17
10- 4. 449 Lincoln
Road
Grosse Pointe

MULTI-family
garage sale,
1406 Hollywood.
Thursday and
Friday July 15th,
and16th, 9- 4
Something for
everyone. Luggage,
women's golf clubs,
furniture, puzzles,
books, housewares,
collectables,
holiday items, men's
clothing, garden
tools, etc.
Priced to sell.

Let the
Classifieds
Do The Walking

Grosse Pointe News

071521

586-565-1590 Bonded

Fully Insured

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

MOVING sale!
367 McMillan Road,
Grosse Pointe
Farms. Thursday,
July 22. Friday, July
23. 9am- 3pm.

410 HOUSEHOLD SALES

SUPER House Sale:
Saturday July 17,
10- 4. 63 Ridge
Road Grosse Pointe
Farms.
Quality house wares
and furniture,
clothes, ladders,
tools, studio photo
lighting and
equipment, sports
equipment,
trampoline,
snowblower, lawn
mower, etc.
Home was NOT
affected by recent
flooding.

415 WANTED T0 BUY

FREON Wanted:
We pay $$$ for
cylinders and cans.
R12 R500 R11 R113
R114. Convenient.
Certified
professionals. Call
(312)291-9169 or
visit
Refrigerant
Finders.com

SELL ME YOUR
VINYL RECORDS
We buy LP's, 45's

No collection

too large.
We come to you!

RIPE RECORDS

Call 313-469-7479

PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD TODAY!

409 GARAGE / YARD / 409 GARAGE / YARD / 409 GARAGE / YARD /
RUMMAGE SALE RUMMAGE SALE RUMMAGE SALE

500 ANIMALS ADOPT A PET [ 610 SPORTS CARS

PUREBRED
German Shepherd
puppies.

Born June 16,
$1,500/ negotiable.
Unregistered and
will take checks and
deposits for them.
Call Allen Harris if

CHEVY Corvette
Covertible, 2004,
excellent condition
black on black, low
miles. $19,995.
(313)885-9139

651  BOATS AND MOTORS

28' Morgan sailboat.
New Paint, New
Sails, New

interested.
upholstery and
(313)348-7876 cushions, complete
WANTED: refurbishment.
Siamese Kitten Bristol condition
Papers not $10,500 call or
necessary. email

(586)463-2530
captainbill43@gmail
.com

(586)463-2530
captainbill43@gmail
.com

The Grosse Pointe)

NEWS is your

LEADING SOURCE

for Local _
Information

HAVE T™HE GROSSE POINTE NEWS DELIVERED
T0 YOUR HOME EVERY WEEK.
CALL313343.557

(today!

083018 J

DIRECTORY OF SERVICES

Some classifications are not required by law to be licensed. Please check with the proper state agency to verify license.

911 BRICK/BLOCKWORK 911 BRICK /BLOCK WORK | 929 DRYWALL / PLASTERING

COLOR Match
Tuckpointing
Chimney
Rebuild
Porches
Brick and Block
Patios
Fireplaces
Steps
Stonework
Specialist
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

Masonary Restoration - Steps
Tuck Pointing - Chimneys
Porches - Brick Walls - Patios

313-886-8088

GROSSE Pointe
resident with 40
years experience
available now to
make your remodel
a reality. Kitchens,
bathrooms,
additions, or whole
house renovations,
visit
charlestondesign
build.com
to see our work or
call
(248)672-8666
licensed/ insured/
references.

586-443-3999
eTuckpointing
eChimney Repair
ePorch Repair
Rebuild
ePowerWashing
eCaulking
eDoor Sills
eDampers
eMasonry Sealants
20% off
Chimney Work
"Rebuilding
Metro Detroit
Brick by Brick"
Homemasonry
solutions.com

Grosse Pointe News

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

MADISON
Maintenance
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,

houses, brick walls,
tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.

Licensed and
insured.

masonrygp8gs@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525
Cell (313)402-7166

920  CHIMNEY REPAIR

MADISON
Maintenance
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,
tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and
insured.
masonrygp88@
gmail.com
(313)885-8525
Cell (313)402-7166

DEBRIS / CLUTTER
REMOVAL

15 YARD
DUMPSTERS
AVAILABLE

eClean outs

eBasement/
Garage Cleanout
eDebris Removal

(313)408-1166

Moving? Need to Declutter?
We can Remove and Haul away
any Non-Hazardous items

313-886-8088

(313)999-1003

943 LANDSCAPERS / 945 HANDYMAN 945 HANDYMAN
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

LAKESHORE DOMINIC's
PLASTER Stump Grinding.

New, repairs and Backyards
all painting. no problem.
Stumps only,

no trees.

Insured.

DRYWALL Since 1972.

Grosse Pointe
References. Fair

(586)445-0225

prices,
Space on the
schedule
available
NOwI .
25+ years Royal Enterprise
experience in Landscaping
) Design
putting up drywall Installation &
in new homes Maintenance/
and repairs. small tree & shrub
Call Brian service/ mulch &
(586)222-4910 decorative stone/
brick pavers/
garden walls/ weed
& vine removal/
Insured
Call Ray
(313)218-2150
Weeds n Needs
Services For
Aging Citizens
Summer Planting
and Repair.
934 FENCES P'g”tingr '\é'%':Chr
avers, .
FAMILY FENCE Meticulous Work
Over 30 years Guaranteed
Commercial, All the Pointes
Residential, (313)802-8768
all types 945 HANDYMAN
(wood, aluminum,
PVC, pools)
*Repairs
eSenior
e\/eteran Your Local
Discounts Handyman Services
(586)298-6669
WINTER 313-886-8088
SNOW REMOVAL
AND SALTING

(586)218-7125

943 LANDSCAPERS /
UNWANTED Items- TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

Moving- Hauling-
Recycling
Red Baron
Enterprises, LLC is
available for any
hauling/ moving
needs. Any
salvageable goods
will be donated or
recycled.
RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

A affordable price.
Mike handyman.
Electrical, plumbing,
carpentry, hard-
wood flooring,
ceramic, marble,
painting. Roofs,
bathrooms,
basements,
kitchens, decks.
Code violations.
Small or big jobs.
(313)237-7607
(586)215-4388
(810)908-4888
Native
Grosse Pointer

HANDYMAN
specializing in
Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning,
Electrical
and miscellaneous
odd jobs.
Lifetime career
experience,
reference available.
Call Douglas Kehrer
at
586-292-5971

945 HANDYMAN

WE'RE your "to do"
list handymen!
Using a wide- range
of various
handyman tasks,
specialized tools
and skills,

Red Baron
Enterprise, LLC
handymen
professionals are
just a phone call
away and ready to
accomplish those
daily to-do's that
you never seem to
have time for.
BIG or small we can
handle it all.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

948 INSULATION

A quiethomeis a
relaxing home!
Blown in Cellulose
Insulation is GREEN,
cost and energy
efficient. Red Baron
Enterprises, LLC will
insulate your home.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

93 FLOOR SANDING / Repair & Restoration
REFINISHING 3188
: FLOOR . HANDYMAN SERVICES
laying, sanding
and refinishing.
Free estimates.
Terry Yerke
(586)823-7753
Don Young
(586)243-6994
INTERIOR/
EXTERIOR
PAINTING.
DAVE's Including_drywallf
Tree & Shrub Dlast%ré ggg% ;epalr.
g Enterprises.com
Stump Grinding (313)408-1166
30.% Sprmg r v /& | r 7/ § y 4 r v
Discounts
Free Estimates
20 years
el IN THE CLASSIFIEDS!
SAFE
socia DTANCING | Grosse Pointe News  (313)882-6900 ext, 1

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

JOHN'S PAINTING
Interior/Exterior
Repairing:
Damaged plaster,
drywall, cracks,
windows
puttying, caulking.
Fire/Water damage
insurance work.
All work
guaranteed
G. P. References
License/Insured
Free estimates
Senior Discount
(313)882-5038

PLUMBING

7 & INSTALLATION

SHOWER and
Faucet repairs,
Drain clean outs,
Garbage disposals,
Hot water heaters
and Broken pipes.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

959  POWER WASHING

HAWK
POWER WASHING
Specializes in
making homes,
decks, limestone,
and cement look
good as new.
Contact Chuck at
(586)822-7499 or
hawkpowerwash

ing@gmail.com
for an estimate.

960  ROOFING SERVICES

ROOF- Gutters-
Siding- Trim
New roof
installation.
Locate/ repair leaks
or damages.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

960  ROOFING SERVICES

RR CODDENS
Family since 1924

Re-Roofs ~ Tear Offs
Flat Roofs
Chimney Repair
(313)886-5565
(313)550-6602

LicensedeBuilderelnsured

964 SEWER CLEANING SERVICE

SEWER BACKUP
PROTECTION
Communicate with
Cyclone Valves
Backwater Alarm
Valve while away
from home and be
notified of the
current status via
Wi-Fi App. Cyclone
Backwater Valves
offer reliable
performance
helping keep your
property safe from
sewer backups.
www.cyclone
valves.com
(313)610-7871
cyclonevalves
@gmail.com

981  WINDOW WASHING

FAMOUS
Maintenance
Licensed & insured
since 1943.
Gutter cleaning/
power washing.
(313)884-4300

J. SALVADOR
MAINTENANCE
20 years of doing
business in
Grosse Pointe.
Free Estimates.
Window cleaning
and
power-washing.
Call or Text Jim
(313)949-7550

Everything
From
AToZ

Can Be
Found

In The

Classifieds.
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