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Vote your voice
COURTESY PHOTO

We hope everyone took the time to vote this Election Day, Nov. 2. Edward L. Henry’s “Election Day 1844,” painted in 1913, looks at the 
divisive presidential election that pitted Henry Clay against James K. Polk. They clashed over the annexation of Texas from Mexico 
and the expansion of slavery into newly established territories. Henry signifi es the country’s deep divisions and hints at the Civil War 
to come by using a road to split the crowd in two.

CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — The two-sto-
ry, white building at 
17449 Jefferson — known 
today as a Chase Bank 
branch — has served the 
needs of Grosse Pointe 
residents since before 
World War I, according to 
the Grosse Pointe 
Historical Society.

Its uses have varied 
over the years and 
include doctors’ offi ces, a 
hardware store, a drug-
store named Schettler’s 
from 1918 to 1947, a bar-
ber shop, a beauty shop, 
Board of Health offi ces 
and multiple banks: 
Grosse Pointe Savings 
Bank, Grosse Pointe 
Bank, National Bank of 
Detroit and Chase Bank. 

“As a child, my dad had 
taken me there to get my 

Chase 
Bank 
leaving 
Jefferson 
building
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

THE GROSSE POINTES 
— Election day in the 
Grosse Pointes was off to 
a smooth start as of 
presstime Tuesday, Nov. 
2.

With a highly con-
tested election in the 
Park, voter turnout 
reportedly was high 
Tuesday, according to 
Clerk Jane Blahut. Out 
of 2,618 issued, absentee 
ballots returned reached 
2,211 and 1,171 voters 
had shown up to the 
polls by 2:30 p.m. 

The City had 208 in-
person voters by 2 p.m., 
while 799 absentee bal-
lots had been returned. 

Election day voter 
turnout in the Farms 
also was l ight  as 
expected, Assistant 
Manager/City Clerk 
D e r r i c k  K o z i c k i 
reported, because it is a 
local election with only 
one contested race.

“The lighter turnout at 
the polling places is due 
to the increase in absen-
tee voting,” he added.

For example, the pre-
cinct at Grosse Pointe 
South High School saw 
only 96 voters by noon. 
However, 82 percent of 
1,964 absentee ballots 
sent had been returned.

The Shores saw simi-
larly low voter turnout 
with approximately 65 
in-person voters by early 
afternoon, compared to 

374 absentee ballots 
returned.

With two charter 
amendments on the bal-
lot, the Woods saw a 
slow election day. Out of 
14,387 registered voters, 
189 ballots were cast in 

person and 2,755 absen-
tee ballots were returned 
as of 2 p.m.

The results of the 
Farms/Shores municipal 
judge race will available 
on the Wayne County 
Clerk webpage, because 

the votes from the two 
Pointes will be com-
bined. 

Find election result 
coverage on all con-
tested races in the 
Grosse Pointes online at 
grossepointenews.com.

By Kate Vanderstelt 
and Laurel Kraus
Staff Writers

Off to the races!

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — Chene-
Trombly Park, located just 
off Mack Avenue on 
Ridgemont Road, is under-
going an anticipated 
makeover, headed by de-
velopers Stucky Vitale 
Architects. Initial design 

plans were presented at a 
committee of the whole 
meeting Monday, Oct. 18.

According to John 
Vitale, CEO and president 
of Stucky Vitale Architects, 
the park will be rede-
signed to focus mostly on 
tots and be more promi-
nent in a developing area.

“I think this is a great, 
great improvement for 

this city and community,” 
Vitale said. “That whole 
block changed quite a bit. 
… There’s so many new 
developments in that area, 
I think the park would be 
really a nice addition to 
that whole area that’s 
improving there.”

Adjacent to the park on 
Mack Avenue is a block 
growing in development 

with businesses, namely 
Starbucks and Estia, a 
Greek street food busi-
ness. With Licavoli’s 
Market near the park as 
well, Vitale believes the 
update could welcome 
parents looking to grab 
coffee or food and sit 
while their children play.

Initial plans presented for Chene-Trombly
By Kate Vanderstelt
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE 
PARK — Contractors 
b r o k e  g r o u n d 
Wednesday, Oct. 27, on 
the new department of 
public works building 
to be built between 
Maryland and Wayburn 
on Mack Avenue.

For a department that 
has never worked out 
of a space built specifi-
ca l ly  for  i t ,  C i ty 
Manager Nick Sizeland 
said smiles ran wide 
when the workers saw 
plans for their own 
place.

“It’s been a long time 
coming,” Sizeland said 
at the ceremony. “It’s 
going to be the best 
public works building 

DPW 
breaks 
ground

See BANK, page 3ASee PARK, page 3A

See DPW, page 4A

Hillary Brass 
inserts her bal-
lot into the vot-
ing machine to 
be scanned 
while her chil-
dren, Celeste 
Brass-Beers 
and Levin 
Brass-Beers 
watch the pro-
cess. Brass vot-
ed at Defer 
Elementary in 
Grosse Pointe 
Park.

PHOTO BY 
RENEE LANDUYT

26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com
$229*

per mo. 24 Months

No Appointments Necessary for Oil ChangesLike us on 
Facebook

*Pricing is priced on 24 month lease. 10,000 miles per year, plus tax, title, plate.
 1st payment waived. See Salesperson for details. Expires 11/30/21

$999*

Down

Purchase a 2021 for 
$30,629 Stock #ZQCB63

2021 Chevy Blazer 2LT2021 Chevy Blazer 2LTCELEBRATING

YEARS
100

110421

Remember to turn your clocks back Sunday
November 7th

Home: Grosse Pointe Park
Local business icon reflects  
on over 40 years of serving  
the community

Pointer of
INTEREST

See story, page 4A

Darrell Finken

26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com $999Down

per month, 24 months

No Appointments Necessary for Oil Changes

Like us on 
Facebook

110421

*Pricing is based on 24 month lease. 10,000 miles per year, plus tax, title, plate.
  See Salesperson for details. Expires 11/30/21

CELEBRATING

YEARS
100

$$399 399 **$$399 399 **

Purchase for 
$42,999 Stock #G514093

2021 Sierra 1500 2021 Sierra 1500 
Crew ElevationCrew Elevation

26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com
$$999999 Down$$999999**

per month,
36 months

No Appointments Necessary for Oil Changes

Like us on 
Facebook

Purchase a 2022 for 
$24,029 Stock #B520099

*36 month lease.10,000 miles per year, plus tax, title, plate.
See Salesperson for details. Expires 11/30/21.

CELEBRATING

YEARS
100

$$239 239 **
2022 Buick Encore2022 Buick Encore

PreferredPreferred

$$239 239 **

110421

COVID-19 CASES AS OF 11/2

Cases Deaths
All Pointes

Harper Woods

4,260 (+68)

1,617 (+27)

72 (+0)

54 (+0)
 (Increase 10/26-11/2)

Since tracking began in March 2020
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DETROIT — Located in-
side the dome structure 
at Mack and Marseilles/
Rivard, community ten-
nis center Court4 Detroit 
offers an all-encompass-
ing experience for tennis 
enthusiasts of all ages.

“Grosse Pointe is such 
an incredible commu-
nity in general, but espe-
cially for tennis players,” 
said Marella Diakonov, 
one of four co-owners.

The 40,000-square-
foot dome, with state-of-
the-art LED lighting and 
featuring fi ve green and 
blue hard courts, opened 
Sept. 20. 

Along with a variety of 
kids and adult program-
ming, Court4 Detroit 
offers court time rent-
als, including perma-
nent court time where a 
court can be booked for 
a particular day and 
time the entire season; 
private drill sessions 
with one of the pros, 
complete with music 
and focused on having 
fun; and one-on-one pri-
vate lessons to improve 
technique and skills.

The player lounge, 
spanning the length of 
the court with lockers, 

couches, coolers and 
TVs, features a viewing 
experience from the 
baseline of the court, 
meaning viewers are 
able to clearly see their 
children or friends no 
matter which court 
they’re on. Many tennis 
facilities only offer hori-
zontal viewing where 
one may only be able to 
see the players on the 
far courts from a dis-
tance.

“There are other ten-
nis facilities in the area, 
but our main goal is to 

be inclusive in the com-
munity for everyone,” 
Diakonov said, “so we 
try to make our lounge 
lobby area where you 
can watch your friends 
play or you can watch 
your children play and 
then hang out after. We 
want you to hang out 
after and use this as a 
spot to just engage.”

Named for its four co-
owners, Court4 Detroit 
also is a play on words 
with the number and 
word “for” as a way to 
highlight its inclusive 

brand.
Sharing a passion for 

the sport, the four own-
ers — Diakonov and her 
brother Dmitri, along 
with married couple 
Kendall Wrigley and 
Paul Boisi — saw a need 
for the facility as area 
clubs were shutting 
down or reducing the 
number of indoor courts 
available, which was 
displacing tennis play-
ers in the community.

Even before opening, 
the community tennis 
center had around 350 

members sign up. Now, 
its membership ranks 
are nearing 500 people. 

“We’ve been getting 
great feedback from the 
community about how 
inviting and comfort-
able the space is and 
invigorating for every-
one,” Diakonov said.

As the business gains 
its footing and contin-
ues to grow, the owners 
intend to establish a 
Court4 501(c)3 to host 
tournaments and events 
raising money for com-
munity areas of need. 

“We’re already look-
ing at ways to invite ten-
nis enthusiasts and 
those who may just be 
curious to our space 
with a variety of oppor-

tunities in terms of 
scheduling to just hop 
on the court,” Diakonov 
said. “Whether it’s a 
drill with a pro, hanging 
out with friends or a pri-
vate lesson or you’re 
just getting back in the 
game, what we want to 
see is just Grosse 
Pointers and everyone 
in the surrounding area 
in Detroit, getting back 
into it and checking us 
out.”

Schedule court time at 
Court4 Detroit, 4300 
Marseilles, on the web-
site court4.club or by 
calling (313) 683-0331. 
Connect on Facebook 
and Instagram @court
4detroit.

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

It’s all fun and games at Court4 Detroit

COURTESY PHOTOS

The 40,000-square-foot dome, with state-of-the-art LED lighting, offers fi ve 
green and blue hard courts.

The player lounge offers a viewing experience from 
the baseline of the court with lockers, couches, cool-
ers and TVs.

Anita Shina and Jim 
Hanika,  owners of 
Proforma Amplified, 
recently announced 
their woman-owned 
company has not only 
been named to the 2021 
Inc. 5000, but has earned 
standout status in state, 
industry and local rank-
ings. 

Proforma Amplified 
was ranked No. 83 out of 
5,000 companies, with a 
growth rate of 4,681 per-
cent. This puts them at 
No. 1 in the Detroit area, 
No. 1 in the state of 

Michigan and No. 7 in 
the Business Product & 
Services Industry. 

“We are honored for 
t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n 
Proforma Amplifi ed has 
been able to achieve,” 
Shina said. “Being fea-
tured on this year ’s 
ranking of fastest-grow-
ing companies is a testa-
ment to all the hard 
work that our team has 
done and continues to 
do to deliver customer-
driven solutions, unpar-
alleled customer service 
and high-quality prod-

ucts. Our accelerated 
success is largely due to 
the extensive support 
and resources provided 
by our Proforma net-
work.”

The company, located 
in Grosse Pointe, has 
established itself as a 
leader in the branding 
and promotional mar-
keting industry. As a 
full-service marketing 
resource, they provide 
clients with multimedia 
services, branded mer-
chandise, decorated 
apparel, commercial 
printing, custom pack-
aging, eCommerce sites, 
warehousing and fulfi ll-
ment services all under 
one roof. 

Proforma Amplified 
also is a member of 
Proforma’s esteemed $5 
Million Dollar Club, a 
level of recognition 
exclusive to Proforma 
owners with sales rang-
ing between $5 million 
and $10 million.

Proforma Amplifi ed a standout

New in town
Marli Blackman & Associates, 17108 Mack, Ste. 105, City of Grosse Pointe, is a 
public relations, communications and crisis management fi rm that navigates 
public and private organizations through critical moments. Blackman also is 
the owner and founder of POP UP EVENTS, which caters to corporate client 
events across the country. For more information, call (313) 879-6505 or visit 
marliblackmanandassociates.com. 
Pictured during a recent Grosse Pointe Chamber of Commerce ribbon-cutting 
event are, from left, Regan Stolarski, chamber director of administration; Gale 
Thompson; Blackman; Milan McLaurin; Cole Phillips; and Jennifer Boettcher, 
chamber president.

COURTESY PHOTO

313.881.GPCC • grossepointechamber.com

Dine. Shop. Play. Live!Dine. Shop. Play. Live!

110421

“Chamber Chat”
HOLIDAY DEADLINES

In observance of 
Veteran’s Day, November 11, 2021

Our Retail Advertising deadline will be 
NOON, FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2021
Our Classified Advertising deadline will be
1PM, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2021

110421

(586) 775-7472 
21707 Harper Avenue

Saint Clair Shores, MI 48080
110421

Forton’s
Equipment Sales & Service

Honda Snow Blowers
For Sale!Honda Snow Blowers
For Sale!

Snow Blower Repair and Tune Up
Snow Shovels and Ice Melt For Sale
Snow Blower Repair and Tune Up
Snow Shovels and Ice Melt For Sale



first bank account,” 
Harper Woods resident 
Ke i th  McCaughr in 
remembers. “Back then it 
was known as the Grosse 
Pointe Bank. … I was 
brought up on Lakeland 
and I would go there 
weekly to put my allow-
ance in for grass cutting 
and had my own little 
bank account book.”

Now, plans are in 
motion for the Chase 
Bank branch to close 
Thursday, Dec. 9, and 
consolidate into The 
Village branch less than 
a mile away at 685 St. 
Clair. 

“The role of the branch 
is changing and is now 
seen more as a place for 
advice and conversation, 
like buying a home or 
saving for retirement, as 
more customers are turn-
ing to online banking to 

do more routine transac-
tions,” said Stephanie 
Gostomski, vice presi-
dent of regional commu-
nications for JPMorgan 
Chase, via email. “… 
We’re now able to enter a 
new market with fewer 
branches than we did fi ve 
or 10 years (ago), while 
serving just as many cus-
tomers, if not more. 
Sometimes we consoli-
date a branch when 
another is nearby or traf-
fi c is low. This allows us 

to provide a strong, suc-
cessful branch network 
that can serve our com-
munity for the long-
term.”

The future of the build-
ing at the corner of 
Jefferson and Rivard is 
unknown — Gostomski 
declined to comment on 
whether it has been sold 
or currently is in the pro-
cess of being sold — leav-
ing community members 
concerned over its pres-
ervation.  

While the site is zoned 
R-1B Single Family 
R e s i d e n t i a l ,  C i t y 
Manager Pete Dame 
explained, the existing 
commercial offi ce build-
ing use is grandfathered 
in, meaning the building 
can continue to be used 
for similar business pur-
poses.  

“Either the city actually 
wants this whole area to 
be redeveloped with sin-
gle-family homes or it’s 
just a historic policy over-
sight that neglected the 
Chase building,” Farms 
resident Eric Fazzini said 
of the existing zoning via 
email. “What the city will 

tell you is that it can still 
be used as a noncon-
forming use, but that’s 
not proper policy to pre-
serve and reuse this 
building. It’s just kicking 
the can down the road 
when they could simply 
correct their maps and 

treatment of this build-
ing.”

The City recently 
entered the beginning 
stages of a year-long pro-
cess to update its master 
plan, which could pro-
vide the opportunity to 
rezone 17449 Jefferson.
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MONDAY, NOV. 8

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Election Commission meet-
ing, 6:30 p.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods City Council meeting, 7 p.m.
 ◆ Grosse Pointe Farms City Council meeting, 7 p.m.
 ◆ Grosse Pointe Park City Council meeting, 7 p.m.

TUESDAY, NOV. 9

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Shores Finance Committee meeting, 
10 a.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Citizens’ Recreation 
Commission meeting, 7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 10

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Beautifi cation Commission 
Awards, all day.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Park Beautifi cation Commission 
meeting, 7 p.m.

THURSDAY, NOV. 11

 ◆ Municipal offi ces closed in observance of Veterans 
Day.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Historical Commission meet-
ing, 7:30 p.m.

The Week Ahead

“This year’s Grosse 
Pointe Santa Claus 
Parade will be bigger and 
better than ever!”

So says Grosse Pointe 
Chamber of Commerce 
P res ident  Jenni fer 
Boettcher, who noted the 
addition of more march-
ing bands and fl oats than 
ever before, as well as 
dancing groups, magical 
characters, special per-
formances, live animals 
and more.

“Everyone is so excited 
the parade is going to be 
live this year — especially 
Santa,” Boettcher added.

Though the traditional 
Santa’s sleigh Grosse 
Pointers have come to 
know and love won’t be a 
part of the festivities, 
Boettcher said Santa and 
Mrs. Claus will make 
their way through town 
“in a fun ride that you 
don’t want to miss.

“It’s a surprise, so you 

will have to come to the 
parade on Friday, Nov. 
26, at 10 a.m. to see what 
we have in store.”

In addition to the more 
than 30 groups and seven 
bands slated for the 
event, parade-goers also 
will be able to trade 

waves with this year’s 
parade marshal: Olympic 
medalist and Grosse 
Pointe native Catherine 
“Catie” DeLoof, who 
earned bronze in the 
4x100-meter freestyle 
relay in Tokyo this sum-
mer. She will be joined by 

her sisters, Ali, Jackie 
and Gabby.

Those who’d rather 
participate in the parade 
instead of sit on the 
enthusiastic sidelines 
have one more week to 
sign up. Interested par-
ties should call the cham-

ber at (313) 881-4722 or 
email info@grossepointe
chamber.com to request a 
participation form.

In addition to the 
parade, the chamber is 
promoting another fun 
way to spread Christmas 
cheer.

“To increase foot traffi c 
throughout the business 
community and to cele-
brate the holiday spirit, 
the chamber is having a 
s n o w m a n  c o n t e s t 
amongst the businesses,” 
B o e t t c h e r  s a i d . 
“Residents can partici-
pate as well and display 
their snowman in the 
window of their favorite 
business. Each partici-
pant will receive a block 
of foam to carve and cre-
ate their snowman.”

A map listing the loca-
tions of the snowmen will 
be available Nov. 26, at 
the chamber and avail-
able to download from its 
website, grossepointe
chamber.com.

Prizes will be awarded 
to fi rst, second and third 
places for the most cre-
ative, funniest and tradi-
tional snowmen.

— Jody McVeigh

Santa Parade around the corner

FILE PHOTO

The Grosse Pointe Santa Parade returns to Kercheval at 10 a.m. Friday, Nov. 26. Spots are still available for 
interested participants.

The fi rst step in updat-
ing the park, said Vitale, 
likely will be to make the 
entry more prominent. 

“It really starts with how 
you enter the park, giving 
it a more significant 
entrance,” he said. “We’re 
kind of focusing on the 
corner toward Mack 
Avenue so it becomes 
more visible, maybe, from 
some of the new develop-
ments up and down 
Mack.”

Currently, a standard 
chain-link fence sur-
rounds the park, with a 
few plates designating it 
as the “Chene Trombly 
Memorial Park” fastened 
to the fence. Vitale hopes 
to create a distinct 
entrance to the park, com-
plete with an arch and 
decorated with stone, 
brick and pavers. The 
paver program may end 
up being a fundraising 
effort, where patrons can 
purchase brick pavers 
placed at the entrance.

The team also is consid-
ering installing a boulder 
at the entrance, which 
would have engraved in it 
the history of the park.

The fence outlining the 
park likely will be changed 
to a lower, black vinyl-
wrapped fence that would 
improve aesthetics and 
give a better line of sight 

into the park.
“The fencing I think will 

have a nice impact on just 
the general impact of the 
park itself,” Vitale said.

To make the park more 
tot-friendly, upgrades to 
park equipment likely will 
include a sand pit, imagi-
natively deemed a 
“Jurassic Park” type of 
“dig,” more educational 
pieces, climbing areas and 
tot-favorable swings, 
among other things.

Landscaping and light-
ing in the park also will be 
improved and a walking 
path may be designed 
along the outskirts of the 
park, allowing both kids 
and parents to exercise. 

All updates are depen-

dent on obtaining funding, 
according to city adminis-
tration.

According to Public 
Works Director Frank 
Schulte, the Grosse Pointe 
Woods Foundation may 
express interest in helping 
with the project, as may 
Avenue in the Woods. The 
$500,000 project will need 
to be completed in phases 
and Schulte plans to cre-
ate a fi ve-year-plan to bud-
get for it.

“Right now, we’ve got to 
think about a long-term 
budget,” Schulte said. “… 
It’s a great idea. We’d love 
to move forward with it, 
but we’ve just got to make 
sure we can fund it.”

While funding is sought, 

the Woods council still will 
have opportunities to 
review the park proposal 
in public committee of the 
whole and council meet-
ings to come.

BANK:
Continued from page 1A

PARK:
Continued from page 1A

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

The building at 17449 Jefferson dates back to before World War I and has 
served as many uses over the decades.

COURTESY RENDERING

The proposed archway will give a distinct entrance to the park facing the Mack 
Avenue corridor. It also likely will feature a vinyl-wrapped fence to improve 
aesthetics, contrary to the park’s current signage and chain-link fencing, pic-
tured below.

PHOTO BY KATE VANDERSTELT
ahee.com

edmund t. AHEE jewelers
20139 Mack Avenue  |  Grosse Pointe Woods  |  313-886-4600

Celebrate Life’s Special Moments

11
04
21
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It might be hard to 
imagine what Grosse 
Pointe would be like 
today without the infl u-
ence of someone like 
Darrell Finken. A resi-
dent and business fi gure 
in the Pointes for more 
than 40 years, Finken 
and his family’s busi-
nesses — l ike the 
f a m o u s  S p a r k y 
Herbert’s restaurant 
and Blue Bay Fish and 
Seafood Market — 
helped shape the com-
munity. 

Currently a resident of 
Grosse Pointe Park, 
where he has lived since 
the 1970s, Finken is a 
native of Washington, 
D.C., and was raised in 
Ohio. He eventually 
came to Ann Arbor, 
where a few connec-
tions landed him in the 
community he would 
come to call his home 
for decades.

“I got into the Grosse 
Po i n t e  c o m m u n i t y 
through an Ann Arbor 
and Univers i ty  of 
Michigan connection,” 
Finken said. “I worked 
with the Heenan family 
at the Campus Inn and 
they were old east-sid-
ers and Grosse Pointers. 

… Through those con-
nections, I moved into 
Grosse Pointe in 1975, 
at age 25, as the general 
manager of the Grosse 
Pointe Club.”

Later in the 1970s, 
Finken was part of the 
founding group that 
o p e n e d  S p a r k y 
Herbert’s restaurant. 
The establishment was 
beloved in the Pointes 
more than 20 years 
before shutting its doors 
in 1999. 

T h r o u g h  S p a r k y 
Herbert’s, Finken saw 
the potential of what 

b u s i n e s s e s  c o u l d 
become in a community 
like the Pointes. His 
v is ion  for  Sparky 
Herbert’s to become a 
staple of the area helped 
others follow suit and 
began a new age of busi-
ness in the Pointes. 

“I’ve been given credit 
for kind of starting the 
renaissance in the Park 
business district there 
about 41 years ago when 
S p a r k y  H e r b e r t ’ s 
opened up,” Finken 
said. “When we started 
Sparky Herbert’s, the 
sidewalks on Kercheval 

had weeds maybe three 
feet high. … It wasn’t 
inviting. The city hadn’t 
kept it up, because there 
wasn’t the attraction 
needed to give it the 
care it needed. My 
friends Randy and Rick 
at Grosse Pointe Harbor 
moved from Mack to 
Kercheval after we 
started Sparky Herbert’s 
and more business 
started to follow.”

Finken has seen his 
influence continue to 
grow even in the 

decades after Sparky 
Herbert’s closed. His 
wife, Diane, now owns 
Blue Bay Fish and 
Seafood Market on 
Mack Avenue and the 
couple continue to do 
business in the commu-
nity they love. 

It started with Sparky 
Herbert’s and the tradi-
t ion cont inues for 
Finken because of the 
bond he was able to 
build with the commu-
nity over years of being 
in business. 

“I think I raised about 
three generations of 
Grosse Pointe there 
through over 20 years 
o w n i n g  S p a r k y 
Herbert’s,” Finken said. 
“… I just love the com-
munity and being here.” 

Those connections 
and that bond continue 
today with Finken’s 
business beyond Sparky 
H e r b e r t ’ s .  Pe o p l e 
around the Pointes have 
come to know and trust 
Finken and his busi-
nesses for the quality 
and care they take with 
every customer. 

“It’s community ser-
vice and a business 
when you’re in the food 
business,” Finken said. 
“We know a lot of the 
community and they 
know us and trust us for 
our culinary offerings 
and love of the commu-
nity.”

Today, Finken sees 
things continuing to 
grow and improve 
beyond what he ever 
could have imagined.

“I’m proud of the com-
munity and that other 
people are picking up 
the baton and running 
with it,” he said. “It’s 
supporting itself in the 
success that it has and 
I’m happy to be a part of 
it.”

By Mike Adzima
Sports Writer

Business icon has lasting impact on Pointes

COURTESY PHOTOS

Above, Darrell Finken has been working in the food 
and hospitality industry in the Pointes since the 
1970s. Right, Finken was one of the founders of 
Sparky Herbert’s restaurant, a staple of the Pointes 
more than 20 years before closing its doors in 1999.

in southeast Michigan.”
Mayor Robert Denner 

added the project will 
be a terrific asset to the 
Park, thanking the Tax 
Increment  F inance 
Authority for its hard 
work  and topping 
Sizeland’s statement: 
“This is going to be the 
best-looking public ser-
vice garage in the state 
of Michigan.”

“All the guys, I know 
for a fact, are going to 
enjoy i t ,”  said Pat 
Thomas, DPW director.

S t u c k y  V i t a l e 
Architects has champi-
oned design for the 
project. Gino Roncelli, 
Roncelli Inc. vice presi-
dent, has been assigned 
as general contractor 
and told the crew 

Wednesday the build-
ing would “look better 
than that drawing, (be) 
on schedule and (come 
in) under budget.”

A late spring or early 
summer completion is 
expected. Until then, 
the department will 
continue to operate out 
of its current grounds 
l o c a t e d  a t  1 0 0 5 
Wayburn, slated to be 
part of the A. Paul and 
Carol C. Schaap Center 
for the Performing Arts 
and Jane Manoogian 
Art Gallery.

— Kate Vanderstelt

DPW:
Continued from page 1A

The Park DPW crew celebrates the groundbreaking of their highly anticipated 
new building.

After a long time coming, Grosse Pointe Park held a 
groundbreaking for a new department of public 
works facility, to be located on Mack Avenue be-
tween Maryland and Wayburn. From left, Roncelli 
Inc. Vice President Gino Roncelli; Tax Increment 
Finance Authority Chair John Hughes; Mayor 
Robert Denner; DPW Director Pat Thomas; City 
Manager Nick Sizeland; and Stucky Vitale 
Architects President John Vitale.

A rendering 
of the build-
ing, shows 
the view one 
would see 
when driv-
ing east-
bound on 
Mack 
Avenue.

PHOTOS BY 
RENEE 

LANDUYT

The Grosse Pointe 
Yacht Club recently 
announced a major har-
bor renovation to take 
place this fall and win-
ter,  inc lud ing  the 
replacement of five 
docks, a new bridge, 
new fuel pumps and 
more. The new harbor 
design will increase the 
slip count by three, giv-
ing it a grand total of 
246 slips. The renova-
tion is being completed 
by EC Korneffel Co.

“We are thrilled to 
finally deliver these 
harbor renovations that 
our members have been 
requesting for years,” 
General Manager Aaron 
Wagner said. “Not only 
will the new docks 

make for safer walking 
surfaces for our mem-
bers, but they will be 
more durable against 
the constantly changing 
water levels in Lake St. 
Clair.”

The complete list of 
renovations includes:

◆ five new, state-of-
the-art floating docks 
replacing the current 
d o c k s  o n  B r i d g e , 
Hickory, Gas, Moby and 
Tee docks;

◆ seven new fixed 
d o c k s  f a c i n g  t h e 
Olympic-sized swim-
ming pool;

◆ four new fixed 
d o c k s  a d d e d  t o 
Shoreline Dock on the 
north side of the har-
bor;

◆  the drawbridge 
leading out to the east 
wall replaced with a 
new swing bridge, simi-
lar to what is on the 
south side of the har-
bor;

◆  new walkways 
along the guest wall 
and out to the east wall;

◆ the east wall dock’s 
walkway resurfaced 
with wood decking;

◆ new pump out sys-
tems on all newly reno-
vated docks; and 

◆  four new fuel 
pumps with increased 
fuel speed.

“The GPYC Board of 
Directors is committed 
to our ‘VISION 2026,’ 

Grosse Pointe Yacht Club 
announces major harbor renovation

See HARBOR, page 5A

Detroit’s Newest Art & Interiors Gallery Now Open!
HARPER GALLERIES OF ARTS & INTERIORS 

Masks Required

313-974-7150
www.harpergalleries.net

173 E. Grand Blvd, Detroit MI, 48207
Just steps from the Belle Isle Bridge
and just south of Pewabic Pottery Open:

Wed. to Sat.
11 am - 6 pm

Sunday
12 pm - 5pm 
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City of Grosse Pointe

Help yourself
Two black men, one 

wearing a silver jacket 
with blue jeans and the 
other wearing an orange 
jacket with gray jeans, 
were seen taking a bas-
ket full of groceries out 
of a store in the 16000 
block of Kercheval 
Avenue without paying 
at 7:54 p.m. Tuesday, 
Oct. 26.

Red light, 
not stop sign

A  4 0 - y e a r - o l d 
Southfi eld woman admit-
ted to having three 
drinks before she was 
pulled over at Mack 
Avenue and Rivard 
Boulevard at 1:50 a.m. 
Friday, Oct. 29, after ini-
tially stopping at the red 
light and then proceed-
ing through the intersec-
tion while it still was red.

A preliminary breath 
test showed her blood 
alcohol content to be 
.192 percent, for which 
she was arrested.

Ex-boyfriend 
troubles

A 27-year-old Grosse 
Pointe woman filed a 
report with public safety 
Saturday, Oct. 30, after 
her ex-boyfriend sent 
her repeated texts fol-
lowing their breakup and 
drove by her residence. 
Offi cers advised the man 
not to contact her and 
she received information 
on fi ling a personal pro-
tection order.

Gift card scam
A 79-year-old Grosse 

Pointe woman was 
scammed out of $10,000 
at 9:33 p.m. Saturday, 
Oct. 30, when a suspect 
who claimed to be call-
ing from Chase Bank 
advised her to purchase 
the amount in Target gift 
cards to prevent hackers 
from exhausting all the 
funds in her account. 

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the City of 
Grosse Pointe Public 
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Old shots, 
new wounds

A resident in the 1800 
block of Newcastle dis-
covered two bullet holes 
made by 0.22 caliber and 
9 mm caliber bullets as 
the source of a roof leak 
at 4:11 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 
26.

The bullet holes report-

edly may be up to 12 
months old. 

Temporarily 
entering

Around a year ago, a 
home in the 1300 block 
of North Renaud caught 
fi re. Scheduled for demo-
lition soon, it was found 
someone removed tem-
porary plywood and 
entered the home at 5 
p.m. Thursday, Oct. 28. 

While it is unknown 
who was responsible, 
aluminium trim also has 
been removed from the 
home.

Missing Jeep
A 2019 Jeep was taken 

from a home in the 900 
block of Woods Lane 
overnight Thursday, Oct. 
28.

One of the car fobs is 
missing and the owner 
reports the other may 
have been in the Jeep.

Lease payments and 
vehicle insurance are up 
to date.

Fake money 
for real money

A black man estimated 
to be in his 40s, wearing 
a ball cap and red sweat-
suit and driving a black 
Escalade, used counter-
feit currency to purchase 
f o u r  G r e e n D o t 
MoneyPaks at 10:47 a.m. 
Friday, Oct. 29.

Twelve $100 bills, all 
boasting the same serial 
number, were used in the 
transactions, gifting the 
man four GreenDot 
MoneyPaks and $44.04 
in change each of the 
four times he did it.

DTE worker or 
diamond stealer?

A white man knocked 
at the door of a residence 
in the 2100 block of Anita 
at 1:12 p.m. Friday, Oct. 
29, claiming to be an 
employee of DTE there to 
perform work.

Approximately 6 feet 
tall and wearing a yellow 
vest with silver stripes 
and dark pants, the 
“employee” asked the 
resident to go to the base-
ment and shut off electri-
cal breakers. 

When he came back 
upstairs, the man, stand-
ing on the porch, told the 
resident it did not work 
and asked him to try 
again.

While the resident was 
in the basement the sec-
ond time, the man, who 

was not invited inside, 
found his way to the 
basement and confronted 
the homeowner. Back 
upstairs, the resident 
found the suspect at the 
kitchen table doing 
paperwork.

Thinking something 
strange was happening, 
the resident took down 
the license plate number 
of the “DTE worker’s” 
vehicle. 

The suspect offered the 
resident $50 for helping 
him before leaving the 
home.

Upon the suspect’s 
departure, the resident 
identifi ed a wooden jew-
elry box containing a dia-
mond ring missing.

Careless on 
Halloween

A 31-year-old Detroit 
resident was issued a 
citation for careless driv-
ing at 10:25 a.m. Sunday, 
Oct. 31, after reports of 
running red lights and 
speeding came in and the 
driver was clocked on a 
motorcycle going 68 mph 
on Mack Avenue, a 35 
m p h  r o a d ,  n e a r 
Lochmoor.

— Kate Vanderstelt
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Woods Public Safety, 
(313) 343-2400.

Grosse Pointe Park

No stealing
A 57-year-old Detroit 

man was arrested at 1:40 
a.m. Monday, Oct. 18, for 
breaking into a vehicle in 
the 900 block of Three 
Mile and stealing credit 
cards from inside.

Investigation showed 
the man at the scene of 
the crime and the credit 
cards inside his home.

Speeding and 
suspended

A 29-year-old Warren 
man was arrested for driv-
ing with license sus-
pended at 10:26 a.m. 
Tuesday, Oct. 26.

He was pulled over at 
Jefferson and Trombley 
for speeding.

In the dark
A 30-year-old Detroit 

man was driving after 
dark without headlights 
or taillights at 10:28 
p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 26. 

He was stopped at 
Mack and Chatsworth 

and found to be driving 
on a suspended license.

Speeding 
before dawn

A public safety officer 
pulled over a 28-year-
old Detroit man at Mack 
and Maryland at 4:11 
a.m. Wednesday, Oct. 
27, for speeding.

His license was found 
to be suspended.

Drill and mower
Surveillance footage 

showed two men taking 
a Milwaukee drill and 
Lawn-Boy push mower, 
valuing $425, from an 
unattached garage in the 
1400 block of Maryland 
at 5:12 p.m. Wednesday, 
Oct. 27.

The men were seen via 
the video fleeing east-
bound in the alley.

Operating while 
intoxicated

A 20-year-old Park 
man was arrested for 
operating while intoxi-
cated after causing a 
one-car accident at 
Fairfax and Beaconsfi eld 
at 8:38 a.m. Friday, Oct. 
29.

The driver left the 
roadway and struck a 
DTE pole. Though no 
other injuries were 
reported, damage was 
sustained to the pole and 
the car.

— Kate Vanderstelt
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Park Public Safety, (313) 
822-7400.

Grosse Pointe Shores

Unlicensed 
speeder

After being pulled 
over for speeding 44 
mph on Lakeshore Road 
at 12:25 a.m. Friday, Oct. 
29, a 43-year-old Detroit 
man was arrested for 
not having a license or 
vehicle insurance. 

Bumper cars
A 43-year-old Detroit 

woman dr iv ing on 
Vernier Road at 5:11 
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 30, 
lost control of her vehi-
cle as she turned onto 
Lakeshore Road and 
entered the median, 
striking planter pots 
and a light post. Upon 
re-entering the road-

way, she struck a vehicle 
in the northbound lane 
before striking head-on 
a vehicle parked at the 
traffi c light. 

There were no major 
injuries and the woman 
was issued a citation for 
a property damage acci-
dent.

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Shores Public Safety, 
(313) 881-5500.

Grosse Pointe Farms

Items stolen from 
unlocked car

A tablet and Bluetooth 
headphones were discov-
ered missing at 7:04 p.m. 
Tuesday, Oct. 26, from a 
work truck left unlocked 
in the 400 block of 
McKinley Avenue.

Digging deeper
A 28-year-old Westland 

man on tether with Wayne 
County for selling drugs to 
an undercover police offi -
cer was pulled over at 
Mack Avenue and Moross 
Road at 4:36 p.m. 
Wednesday, Oct. 27, for 
not wearing a seatbelt, 
driving a work vehicle 
without working brake 
lights and failing to signal 
a turn.

When marijuana was 
found on his person, the 
man received multiple 
citations along with cita-
tions issued to his com-
pany for the condition of 
the work vehicle.

Can only run 
so far

When offi cers attempted 
to follow up on a recent 
fl ee and elude case where 
the driver is known to live 
in the 700 block of Lincoln 
Road, the man once again 
sped away in his vehicle 
once offi cers announced 
themselves at 9:08 a.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 28.

Officers discontinued 
the chase as the man was 

speeding 50 mph in a resi-
dential 25 mph zone. An 
out-of-custody warrant 
has been sent to Wayne 
County.

Stalker scam
A 50-year-old Farms 

woman received a phone 
call from an unknown sus-
pect at 12:15 p.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 28, who 
knew her home and work 
address and claimed to be 
with the Macomb County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce and call-
ing about a warrant for 
her arrest. 

She then received a text 
message of a sexual 
nature, which also threat-
ened that she was being 
watched, from the same 
number.

Creepy coworker
A young woman work-

ing at a business in the 
18000 block of Mack 
Avenue reported a 
40-year-old coworker 
Thursday, Oct. 28, for 
making multiple com-
ments about how he 
would kidnap her, as well 
as for grabbing her inap-
propriately.

Take the candy, 
leave the kids

Offi cers were called to 
the 200 block of Hillcrest 
Road at 6:46 p.m. Sunday, 
Oct. 31, for a report of a 
5-year-old, 1-year-old and 
infant left alone in an 
unlocked car.

When the mother, a 
25-year-old Detroit 
woman, was located, she 
admitted she left the chil-
dren unattended to trick-
or-treat for more candy for 
them, because it was too 
hard to handle the chil-
dren and carry the infant 
in the car seat.

A child protective ser-
vices referral was com-
pleted.

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Farms Public Safety, 
(313) 885-2100.

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS

which is a strategic plan 
to focus on the future of 
the club,” said David 
Schaden, a member of 
the GPYC Board of 
Directors. “The harbor 
renovations represent a 
significant improve-
ment to our facilities for 

our current and future 
members to enjoy.”

VISION 2026 has been 
the spearhead for the 
club’s major capital 
improvements in the 
last year, including the 
remodeled Spinnaker 
restaurant, main dining 
r o o m ,  f o y e r  a n d 
rotunda. 

Although these reno-
vations have been highly 

requested by current 
boaters at the club, the 
GPYC has also seen 
increased interest in the 
harbor since the 2020 
boating season and club 
management wants to 
prepare the harbor 
accordingly for an infl ux 
of new boating mem-
bers. Due to COVID-19, 
boat sales have skyrock-
eted across the country.

HARBOR:
Continued from page 4A
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Santa’s sleigh: 
How it 
came to be
To the Editor:

The Santa Claus sleigh 
was donated  to the city 
of Grosse Pointe Park on    
Dec. 25, 2016. It was 
designed, built, main-
tained and driven by 
Grosse Pointers.

Very special Grosse 
Pointe friends and volun-
teers were Bill Demeter, 
Marcia and Steve Sholty, 
Vince Muniga, Greg 
Muliett, Mark Lorkowski, 
Rich Pozniak and Alison 
Larson.

The Grosse Pointe 
Santa Claus Sleigh
and the Friends of the 
Grosse Pointe Santa 
Claus Parade

The idea to create a 
fl oat for the Santa Claus 
Parade in Grosse Pointe 
was brought forward by 
Betty Stevens. She and 
her husband, John, put 
together the organiza-
tion that would become 
the Friends of the Grosse 
Pointe Parade, made up 
of people from the 
Pointes. A board of direc-
tors was created that we 
later added to by includ-

ing all of our volunteers. 
Everyone did a great 

job. There was great suc-
cess and pride in sup-
porting the Grosse Pointe 
Santa Claus Parade. 

The vision for the 
Grosse Pointe Santa 
Claus Sleigh 

I was asked by John 
Stevens to design the 
Santa Claus sleigh. I had 
a blank sheet of paper, a 
rare opportunity for a 
designer.

I decided to fi rst write 
a vision statement that 
would define what the 
new Santa Claus sleigh 
would be. That was then 
discussed and agreed to 
by John and Betty 
Stevens. 

Included in the state-
ment were certain char-
acteristics that we all felt 
the sleigh must embody. 
No preconceived design 
solutions would be con-
sidered, as that would 
diminish my design 
opportunities for out-
standing success. 

I next went to the 
Grosse Pointe main 
library to the children’s 
Christmas section for 
inspiration. I wanted to 
reconnect with what 

Christmas was all about 
for children. 

I then created a vision 
statement to be my 
design guide and after 
approval by John and 
Betty, I was then ready to 
search for a design. At 
that point I had no idea 
what the fl oat would look 
like or be, but I was very 
relaxed and confident. 
With my experience at 
the library and the vision 
statement in hand, I 
started looking for a 
theme for the fl oat. I had 
not allowed any possible 
ideas to come forward to 
that point, either by 
myself or anyone else.

The Grosse Pointe 
Santa Claus sleigh 
vision statement 

The first must-have 
point was self-propul-
sion. This was seen as 
very important in early 
discussions. The sleigh 
must be powered and not 
towed by another vehi-
cle.

Second was that it 
must have a life size and 
realistic scale, a sleigh 
that looked like the real 
thing, created in the 
proper scale, a sleigh 
that looked like you 
could get into it and fl y 
away. The reindeer also 
had to look graceful and 
real, not exaggerated in 
any way.

Third was to refl ect the 
character and landscape 
of the Grosse Pointes. 
When writing this I had 
no idea how I would do 
it, but I felt that this fea-
ture was very important 
and it would prove to 
become the key design 
point and it would have a 
profound effect on the 

fi nal design solution. 
Fourth was to develop 

a theme that was like no 
other Santa Claus parade 
fl oat — anywhere. That 
was really very impor-
tant to me. It was what I 
always tried to do as a 
car designer for General 
Motors.

The vision require-
ments were the harsh 
realities I would face in 
order to defi ne and then 
evaluate the quality of 
my design solution. I did 
not know how at that 
point, but I trusted that I 
would be able to include 
all of them. I then sat 
down to sketch a design 
with the vision points 
fresh in my mind. 

Immediately character 
and landscape came for-
ward and my quick con-
clusion was the design 
theme as we know it. 
Santa, in his sleigh, fl y-
ing over The Hill on his 
way down Kercheval in 
The Village, the actual 
route of the parade, 
would be part of the 
theme. This simple con-
cept that seemed so logi-
cal was a refl ection of the 
very parade itself! 

I then made a very 
quick and almost 
abstract concept sketch 
of the design to solidify 
the concept in my mind. 

Next was a more pre-
c ise  and detai led 
mechanical drawing that 
refl ected the design char-
acter in the concept 
sketch; it would include 
seating and vision crite-
ria for the driver with the 
engine located behind 
him but in front of the 
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I  SWEAR  RUDOLPH,I  SWEAR  RUDOLPH,
I  PARKED  THE  SLEIGHI  PARKED  THE  SLEIGH

IN  THE  SPOT  WHERE  YOU’REIN  THE  SPOT  WHERE  YOU’RE
STANDING,  JUST  LIKE  ISTANDING,  JUST  LIKE  I

ALWAYS  HAVE!ALWAYS  HAVE!

LETTERS
The Grosse Pointe News welcomes your letters to
the editor. All letters should be typed, double-spaced 
and signed. Letters longer than 250 words may be
edited for length. All letters may be edited for
content. We reserve the right to refuse any letter. 
Include daytime phone number for verifi cation
or questions. The deadline for letters is 3 p.m. 
Monday. Letters to the editor may by emailed to
editor@grossepointenews.com.
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W
ith the election Tuesday as we go to 
press, we did not plan on opining 
about Grosse Pointe Park this week. 
But quietly selling the iconic and 
unique Grosse Pointe Santa Claus 

sleigh by Park City Manager Nick Sizeland has the 
community in an uproar.

In fact, a Facebook page, Bring Back the GP Santa 
Sleigh, was created to address the issue and come 
up with a ride for Santa in this year’s parade, just 
weeks away.

For background, the sleigh with Santa’s eight rein-
deer soaring over Kercheval and the landmarks of 
Grosse Pointe, with Rudolph leading the way, was 
sold at auction for $4,300, along with other items 
from Soltz’s Quality Meats. The sleigh was put up 
for auction at the urging of Park DPW supervisor Pat 
Thomas with Mr. Sizeland’s OK.

It appears the stakeholders of the sleigh — Grosse 
Chamber of Commerce, which hosts the parade; 
Friends of the Grosse Pointe Parade; civic leaders; 
the local newspaper — were not told of the pending 
sale beforehand. Had they been informed, we would 
most certainly still be in possession of the sleigh.

The sleigh was the brainchild of Grosse Pointe res-
ident John Stevens after his granddaughter Sammy 
asked him during the 2004 parade why Santa and 
Mrs. Claus were riding in a horse-drawn wagon and 
not a sleigh. With the help of GM design engineer 
Dick Ruzzin in the Park and defense contractor 

Bruce Burton of the Farms — and $80,000 donated 
— the feat was accomplished in time for the 2005 
parade, where the majestic Grosse Pointe Santa 
sleigh debuted.

It was — and is — a truly amazing work of engi-
neering.

Also sold at auction was the Toys for Tots train. In 
all, the Friends of the Grosse Pointe Parade — the 
nonprofi t formed by Stevens, et al. — created four 
fl oats. In addition to Santa’s Sleigh and the Toys for 
Tots train, there are the Toys for Tots caboose and 
the White Christmas carriage.

Following the 2016 Grosse Pointe Santa Claus 
Parade, the Friends donated the sleigh and train to 
Grosse Pointe Park. The city’s sole responsibility 
was to keep the equipment safe and maintained and 
parade-ready.

According to the sleigh’s new owner, the sleigh 
and train were in no condition to be in this year’s 
parade. It is no wonder DPW chief Thomas wanted 
to dump the equipment as quietly as possible before 
this year’s parade came around.

Fortunately, it looks like Santa won’t have to call 
Uber for a ride. The Chamber of Commerce is look-
ing at several options for providing Santa with trans-
portation, including bringing the older Bresser 
family sleigh out of retirement.

We have likened this incident to the Grinch. 
Perhaps we should quote Ebenezer Scrooge:

Bah, humbug!

You’re a mean one, Mr. NickE
nrollment in the Grosse Pointe Public 
School System has declined by nearly 
1,000 students since 2018-19, resulting in 
a loss of some $10 million in annual reve-
nue.

The Grosse Pointe Public School System had 
expected to see a gain of 125 more students enrolled 
in the district this year. Instead of gaining, the dis-
trict lost 282 students compared to last year.

The loss this year is especially disconcerting since 
enrollment last year was down 526 students. Of 
course, the 500-plus students lost in 2020-21 mostly 
can be attributed to the pandemic. 

2018-19 was a pivotal year for school enrollment. 
It was the unexpected loss of 218 students that year 
that triggered actions that would lead to the even-
tual closing of Poupard and Trombly elementary 
schools.

Enrollment has declined by some 980 students 
from 2018-19, administration announced at last 
week’s board of education meeting.

Using mental math, the hit to the budget is not 
hard to guesstimate. The district loses about $1 mil-
lion in revenue for every 100 students lost in enroll-
ment. That equates to $9.8 million in reduced 
funding this school year vs. 2018-19.

Last year’s loss of 500-plus students was miti-
gated by the state averaging the enrollment declines 
— like profi ts or losses — to refl ect a loss of just 122 
students, rather than the actual 526. That largesse 
— $6.5 million — was expected to go away for this 
fi scal year.

Further, we no longer have pandemic relief funds 
to count on, and we have some $4 million in 
approved wage increases in union contracts to 
cover. The shortfall in revenue vs. expenses will 
have to come out of the districts’ fund equity, which 
is already below the recommended 15 percent of 
expenditures. A nearly $10 million hit to the fund 
equity will bring it dangerously low.

But what explains the continued decline in enroll-
ment, besides the pandemic?

Some blame fewer children being born. Some stu-
dents due to the pandemic are not coming back. 
Whatever the cause, we need to fi nd a remedy.

Increasing the availability of homes for families 
should be a top priority. Perhaps incentives for 
seniors to downsize by grandfathering in home-
stead caps for senior buyers might be a way to go. 
As it stands now, seniors who seek to buy a smaller 
home — if they can fi nd one — fi nd themselves pay-
ing more in taxes for less square footage.

Whatever the case, time — and fund equity — is 
running out.

Baby bust,
not boom,
in GPPSS

Results of Tuesday’s election were not available at 
presstime. They will be posted as they are available 
on our website, grossepointenews.com.

Election results

See LETTERS, page 7A
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G.L. National Cemetery a moving experience

T
erry and I at-
tended our 
first service 
last week at 
the Great 

L a k e s  N a t i o n a l 
Cemetery In Holly. Even 
without a 21-gun salute, 
it was moving.

The service was for 
Terry’s Uncle Bill, who 
served in the U.S. 
Marines. It was windy, 
but not too cold. We had 
maybe 30 in attendance. 

The Great Lakes 
National Cemetery, 
established in 2005, is 
the second national cem-
etery in Michigan. The 
first, Fort Custer in 
Augusta, was established 
in 1917.

The 544 acres in Holly 
was originally owned by 
Bryson Dexter Horton, a 
Spanish-American War 
veteran-turned-industri-
alist who invented the 
“Square D” switch. A 
successful inventor and 
entrepreneur, Horton 
reportedly entertained 
such preeminent locals 
as Henry and Edsel Ford, 
who both hunted and 
fi shed there, according 
to the cemetery’s web-
site.

At both national cem-

eteries in Michigan, visi-
tors enter via the Avenue 
of Flags — a gauntlet of 
American fl ags along the 
curved roadway that 
leads to the welcome 
center. A sea of the stan-
dard veterans markers 
covers the cemetery’s 
rolling hills. The sight is 
breathtaking.

The services appear to 
be held on the half hour. 
Since there are two com-
mittal shelters, only two 
services can be held at a 
time. When entering, 
there is an electronic 
sign with the deceased’s 
names. One line for each. 
At the given time the pre-
cessional leads to the 
appropriate shelter. 

The shelters are open-
air  pavil ions with 

benches. The service 
begins with a recording 
of “Taps.” Always very 
moving. Then two mem-
bers of the Armed Forces 
ceremoniously unfold an 
American fl ag and then 
painstakingly refold it 
perfectly. It is then pre-
sented to a spouse or 
family member.

Like I said, it was very 
moving. I was disap-
pointed, however, with-
out the 21-gun salute. 
But given the number of 
back-to-back commitals 
they perform each day, I 
can understand why they 
cannot do a salute.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Wikipedia, there were 
over 23,000 interments 
at the Great Lakes 
National Cemetery in 

2014. On our visit, there 
was a lot of ground being 
worked for new grave 
sites. Wall columbariums 
are also available.

If you have a loved one 
who served honorably in 
the military, I would con-
sider having her or him 
placed at the Great Lakes 
National Cemetery. What 
a great place to bring 
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren to honor a 
family member who 
served our country.

For more information, 
go to cem.va.gov.

Google Alert: 
Grosse Pointe

Did you know there 
was a “Grosse Pointe” in 
Haiti?

I didn’t either. It came 

up in an automatic 
“Google Alert” I set up 
for anything appearing 
on the web with “Grosse 
Pointe.”

“Several killed in ship-
wreck off Grosse Pointe, 
Haiti,” reported the 
Jamaica Obsesrver. “The 
mayor, who told report-
ers that at least 20 peo-
ple, including six women 
and two babies died, 
added that the ship was 
‘overloaded,’ because in 
addition to people it was 
carrying goods, includ-
ing bags of cement.”

What a tragic way to 
learn of a Grosse Pointe 
outside of our Grosse 
Pointe. Our hearts and 
prayers go out to the 
people of Haiti who have 
seen so much suffering.

YESTERDAY’S HEADLINES
three hours per night. In 
addition, there are five 
veterans who are attend-
ing the regular day ses-
sions of the high school.

1971
50 years ago this week

FARMS, SCHOOL 
SIGN AGREEMENT: At 
its regular meeting, the 
Farms council approved 
a reciprocal  lease 
whereby it granted the 
Grosse Pointe Public 
School System another 
five-year use of the 
municipal Pier Park 
parking lot area for driver 
training purposes. 

POLICE EFFORTS 
SMASH TEEN DRUG 
RING: Two teenage 
adults, including a Grosse 
Pointe North student, 
and five juveniles, the 
youngest 14 years old, 
were arrested through 
the coordinated efforts of 
the Woods, Shores and 
Harper Woods police and 
agents of the Federal 
Bureau of Narcotics and 
Dangerous Drugs. The 
crackdown climaxed two 
months of surveillance by 
local and federal authori-
ties and “buys” made by 
undercover government 
agents.

Obituaries: Howell C. 
Windsor, Elaine Renaud 
McHenry,  Countess 
Les l i e  DeVergenne 
Lavalle, Lorraine J. 
Bremer, Elian Harants

1996
25 years ago this week

WOODS PONDERS 
TRAFFIC LIGHT AT 
COOK, CHALFONTE: 

Deciding whether or not 
to place a traffi c light at 
an  intersect ion is 
tougher than you might 
think. Just ask the 
experts who have been 
asked to decide if the 
intersection of Cook and 
Chalfonte in Grosse 
Pointe Woods should 
have a lights.

POINTES, HARPER 
WOODS TO GET NEW 
$47,000 BUS FOR 
SENIORS: City leaders 
for the Grosse Pointes 
and Harper Woods gath-
ered to announce a new 
$47,000 addition to their 
fl eet of buses that pro-
vide transportation to 
area seniors and physi-
cally and/or mentally 
challenged residents of 
any age. The communi-
ties obtained the new 
vehicle without spend-
ing money — rather they 
obtained it through a 
federal grant. Writing 
the grant were residents 
and city leaders who 
make up the board of the 
Pointe Area Assisted 
Transportation program.

Obituaries: William 
M c I n t y r e ,  F r a n k 
Welcenbach, Alfred S. 
Kress, Rhoda D. Baker, 
Herbert I. Lord, Janet M. 
Anderson, Edity Joy 
Metz, Elizabeth “Betty” 
Dettloff

2011
10 years ago this week

THRIFT SHOP NOW 
O N  M A C K :  T h e 
Neighborhood Club Thrift 
Shop is operating at 17888 
Mack, between Rivard and 
Washington. Although the 
shop is no longer located 
within club headquarters, 
being rebuilt at the corner 
of Waterloo and St. Clair in 
The Village, it remains a 
club operation.

S A N T A  T R A I N 
A L M O S T  R E A DY:
Backers of the latest addi-
tion to the Grosse Pointe 
Santa Claus Parade have 
gone from “I think I can I 
think I can” to “I thought I 
could I thought I could.” 
With the addition this year 
of the Grosse Pointe 
Express steam locomotive 
pulling the Grosse Pointe 
Wellness Train, the parade 
next month on Kercheval 
has all the bells and whis-
tles.

Obituaries: John J. 
Carey, Elizabeth E. 
Pinkston-Colton, Peggy 
Pease Hickey, Denise 
Hillier, Penny D. Gallant, 
Robert Paul Kaled, W. 
Curtis Keegin, Beverly 
Brown Kerr, Joseph P. 
Zanglin

OP ED7A

rear wheels. 
The platform directly 

below the flying sleigh 
would depict The Hill, a 
high point for the fl oat; it 
would easily allow the 
required vertical space 
for both driver and 
engine. 

The driver would look 
through the windows of 
one of the small scale 
buildings on The Hill and 
down Kercheval toward 
The Village. I proposed a 
canopy like a fighter 
plane for driver entry. 
Everything the driver 
needed would be hidden 
under the small-scale 
buildings to his right and 
left.

My next step, on a 
clear, cold and cloudless 
February Sunday after-
noon was to make a 
1/10th scale mechanical 
drawing, the side, front, 
rear and plan view of the 
sleigh, on my dining 
room table. The sleigh 
and Santa’s reindeer 
were drawn in the proper 
position. 

Upon completion the 
next day I reviewed the 
drawing of the sleigh 
with Michael Stapleton at 
Prop Art Studio, who 
would ultimately build 
the fl oat. 

A designer himself, he 
added great value to the 
concept, and I then went 
to Bruce Burton with a 
copy. He graciously had 
offered to build a running 
mid-engine chassis that 
would fit under my 
design profile without 
alteration; it would pro-

vide the structure and 
drivetrain that would 
match and support my 
design concept. 

On each side of 
Kercheval on the float 
were scale models of 
stores, schools, churches, 
community centers and 
signs. And, of course, on 
the left side, Lakeshore 
Road and Lake St. Clair. 
The buildings were 
labeled and scaled to be 
in the proper proportion 
to match the Ford House, 
a prominent landmark in 
Grosse Pointe Shores. 
The design was set, and 
over the next several 
months the sleigh was 
built in Michael’s shop. 

Butch Edgar was very 
supportive and had 
chronicled the design 
and building of the sleigh 
along the way in the 
Grosse Pointe News, so 
there was great expecta-
tion by Grosse Pointers 
for the sleigh’s first 
appearance. 

We tested the sleigh the 
s e c o n d  w e e k  o f 
November, driving it 
through the leaves up 
and down the streets in 
Grosse Pointe Park. We 
could not risk a mechani-
cal failure during the 
parade; everything was 
evaluated and checked 
many times over.

Then it was time. Early 
Friday morning after 
Thanksgiving, we all met 
and took the sleigh on its 
first trip to Kercheval 
east of The Hill. 

That fi rst parade was a 
spectacular day, and we 
had a great Santa Claus. 
We walked along with the 
sleigh over The Hill and 
then on the way down to 

The Village in Grosse 
Pointe with all of our fi n-
gers crossed, hoping that 
nothing would go wrong. 

We, all of us from the 
Grosse Pointes, had cre-
ated a Christmas icon for 
the Pointes, a number of 
great volunteers would 
join to help us and in 11 
years we never had a sin-
gle mechanical failure in 
the parade. There were a 
couple of scary times, but 
we never disappointed 
the people, especially the 
kids, who came out to see 
one of the best Santa 
Claus parades in the 
country. 

We always saw a lot of 
smiles by children both 
young and old. When you 
walk with the sleigh in 
the parade, about a 
45-minute trip, you really 
see the wonderful pas-
sion that Grosse Pointers 
of all ages have for Santa 
Claus and Christmas. 

On Christmas Day 
2016, the Friends of the 
Grosse Pointe Parade 
donated the Santa Claus 
Christmas parade fl oat to 
Grosse Pointe Park. To 
their great credit, many 
of our volunteers have 
decided to continue sup-
port for the fl oat during 
the Christmas season. 

Have a great and merry 
Christmas — always!

DICK RUZZIN 
Grosse Pointe Park

LETTERS:
Continued from page 6A

1946
75 years ago this week

BENNETT RESIGNS 
POST:  Arthur Hart 
Bennett, who has been 
superintendent of the 
Grosse Pointe Shores vil-
lage for the past 24 years, 

has resigned. Mr. Bennett 
would have reached the 
compulsory retirement 
age of 68 on March 1, 
and at his request his res-
ignation was accepted to 
take effect immediately. 
He will remain in the 
offi ce until March 1, to 
give his successor, 
Thomas K. Jefferis, the 
benefi t of his experience.

7 3  V E T E R A N S 
ENROLLED AT HIGH 
SCHOOL:  The first 
classes in the Grosse 
Pointe Veterans’ Institute 
began Oct. 7 in the high 
school building. A total 
of 73 veterans is now 
enrolled. The average 
veteran is attending 
classes three nights a 
week for either two or 

PUBLIC NOTICE
EBI Project #6121008630

AT&T Mobility, LLC is proposing to modify an existing 
wireless telecommunications facility on a building located 
at 11 Grosse Pointe Boulevard, Grosse Pointe Farms, 
Wayne County, MI. The modifi cations will consist of 
antennas collocated at +/-102’ and +/-91’-9” AGL on the 
107’-4”-tall smokestack.  Any interested party wishing 
to submit comments regarding the potential effects the 
proposed facility may have on any historic property may 
do so by sending such comments to: Project 6121008630 
- JLD EBI Consulting, 6876 Susquehanna Trail South, 
York, PA 17403, or (203) 231-6643.

GPN: 11/4/21

MAKE YOUR HOLIDAY MORE ENJOYABLE WITH

THANKSGIVING MEAL KITS

15301 kercheval • grosse pointe park • 15301 kercheval • grosse pointe park • 313-822-3700 313-822-3700 
www.redcrowngp.com • instagram.com/redcrown_gpwww.redcrowngp.com • instagram.com/redcrown_gp

hours 
of operation: 

WED & Thur 12p-9p
Fri & Sat 12p-10P

Sunday Brunch 10a-2p

FOR 2 $90
FOR 4 $180
FOR 8 $360

+tax

Add a DRINKS PAIRING!
Pumpkin Bourbon Smash (2 for $20)
Coppola Wine Box  (3 btls) $45
Mulled Wine Growler (4 Drinks) $40

Delicious full-course meal ––made with love!
Appetizer: Deviled Crab Dip

Dinner: Apple Cider-brined Turkey Breast

Reserve by 11/16/21 
Pick up 11/24 by 6 pm (day before Thanksgiving)
Includes heating instructions

Your Comfort Is Our GoalYour Comfort Is Our Goal
••  HeatingHeating  ••  CoolingCooling  ••  Humidifi ers Humidifi ers 

••  Air CleanersAir Cleaners  ••  Rheem Air ConditionersRheem Air Conditioners

586-293-6883586-293-6883
PriebeMechanical.comPriebeMechanical.com

Heating & CoolingHeating & Cooling

CALL TODAY 
FOR FREE 

QUOTE

Offering GeneratorsOffering Generators

110421
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GROSSE POINTE FARMS — 
Residents of the Farms who 
put significant effort into 
their landscaping this year 
were honored with recogni-
tion, a lawn sign and a 
Pewabic tile during the annu-
al Beautifi cation Awards cer-
emony Tuesday, Oct. 12.

“I just want to thank every-
body for all the hard work 
that you guys put into your 
homes,” Mayor Louis Theros 
said. “One of the things I 
spoke about at a city council 
meeting a couple weeks ago 
is that over the last let’s say 
10 years, I’ve seen an unfor-
tunate decline in some peo-
ple putting attention into 
their properties and it’s resi-
dents like you who make me 
feel proud to live in this com-
munity, because you do put 
time and effort into making 
your home beautiful.”   

This year’s award recipi-
ents were John and Tracey 
Secco at 232 Lothrop; 
Jennifer and Raymond 
Morris at 318 Fisher; Andrea 
and Tom Joy at 466 Calvin; 
Jennifer and Dr. Scott Barnes 
at 120 Stephens; Lee 
Temrowski and Ryan Gelisse 
at 79 Cloverly; Joan and 
Joseph Alam at 164 Lothrop; 
and Fred and Pam Rollins at 
55 Touraine.

Spec ia l  recogn i t ion 
awards, which recognize 
special efforts to keep Grosse 
Pointe Farms beautiful, went 

to the Grosse Pointe Farms-
City Little League for its 
improvements to Kerby Field 
and to Stephen Hansen, 
owner of the Garden Chef of 
Grosse Pointe, for his service 
to the community.

The Kerby Field improve-
ments completed in 2021 
include upgrades to the dug-
outs and press boxes, a new 
brick paver plaza and base-
ball statues, new picnic 
tables, improved baseball 
diamond fields, cement 
walkways around the entire 
complex, improved batting 
cages, replaced bleachers 
and improved irrigation.

“We hosted the 12-year-old 
state tournament, which is 
the pinnacle of Little 
League,” outgoing Little 
League President Jay Ricci 
said. “We had 16 teams from 

across the state come and I 
can’t even count how many 
people said that it’s the best 
Little League facility in the 
state.” 

Along with beautifi cation 
work through the Garden 
Chef of Grosse Pointe, 
named for Hansen’s three-
decade career as a chef 
before going into landscap-
ing full time, the landscaper 
also is a member of the beau-
tifi cation commission.

Efforts of his this year 
included collaborating with a 
professional designer on gar-
den beds along Lakeshore 
and on Moross, which were 
made pollinator-friendly to 
attract butterfl ies and bees.

“I feel very blessed to be a 
part of this community and 
be a part of the beautifi cation 
(commission),” Hansen said.

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Homeowners, organizations earn beautifi cation awards
Left, the prop-
erty at 120 
Stephens is 
decorated with 
dogwood trees, 
boxwoods and 
hydrangeas, as 
well as bor-
dered by color-
ful annuals.
Below, 466 
Calvin was not-
ed for its neat-
ness and nice 
variety of 
plantings and 
colors.

COURTESY 
PHOTOS

Pumpkins 
in the Park
The fi rst annual Pumpkins 
in the Park drew a big 
crowd for trick-or-treat-
ing, pumpkin painting, 
bonfi res and stories. 
Above, the Stackpooles — 
Reid, Allison, Molly, Dean 
and Mark — dressed as 
family trophies. Allison 
Stackpoole made most of 
each costume herself. 
Right, Amelia Recabarren, 
dressed as a sundae with 
sprinkles, enjoyed eating a 
sundae with sprinkles.

Left, Darien Ross and his mom, Brittany 
Ross, and their dog, Coco, show off their 
costumes as The Incredibles. Above, Miles 
Kingrich dressed as a cheetah and his 
brother, Wesley, dressed as a cookie.

Trick-or-treaters got to spin the wheel to see what they won — or what they had 
to do for candy. Kathy Garrido was excited when a trick-or- treater’s spin land-
ed on, “Dance for your candy.” Left, Alex Curcuru handed out the candy.

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

   

 SOLD 
ST CLAIR SHORES 

19704 ALGER 

Looking for a Realtor ® you can trust? 
CALL ME TODAY! 

11
04
21

110421
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CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — The newest 
public safety offi cer in the 
City of Grosse Pointe 
comes with a nearly 
25-year background in 
law enforcement, but ini-
tially wound up in the 
fi eld somewhat uninten-
tionally.

Steve Mukavec, sworn 
in Monday, Oct. 25, was 
interested in going into 

engineering or psychol-
ogy as a young adult and 
only applied for a job 
with the Detroit Police 
Department because a 
friend did not want to do 
it by himself.

“At fi rst it’s kind of like 
a competition between 
me and him to see who 
could get in first,” 
Mukavec said, “and then 
it became, as I was going 
through the process, like, 
‘I really like this.’” 

Following five and a 
half years with the DPD, 
he began a 19-year career 

with the Harper Woods 
Police Department. 
There, he formed family-
like bonds with fellow 
officers, served on the 
honor guard team, con-
ducted thousands of 
arrests for a wide variety 
of crimes and was coordi-
nator of the fi eld training 
program and a patrol ser-
geant when he left.

“You name it, I’ve seen 
it and done it and arrested 
for it, unfortunately,” he 
said.

Mukavec contemplated 
leaving the Harper 
Woods department for 
two years, waiting for the 
right place to open up, 

before his friend, Grosse 
Pointe Park Public Safety 
Offi cer Matt Reyes, told 
him about the City of 
Grosse Pointe depart-
ment.

“He’s like, ‘I think 
you’d be a perfect fit 
there. The guys are really 
good guys and I know the 
type of person you are,’” 
Mukavec said. “… So I 
decided to do it and I 
absolutely think it is the 
right fi t.”

With more than two 
decades in law enforce-
ment, Mukavec hopes he 
can add to the Grosse 

Pointe department with 
his experience.

“I’m very appreciative 
of the opportunity,” he 
said. “By no means did I 
go in thinking that I was 
a shoo-in. I was just very 
appreciative of every-
body that gave me the 
opportunity to be there 
and hopefully I can come 
in and help out and be an 
asset to the community.”

Although Mukavec’s 
friend didn’t initially 
make it into the DPD, he 
now works for the 
D e a r b o r n  P o l i c e 
Department.

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Friendly competition turns into decades-long career
City welcomes new offi cer

Mukavec’s family attended the ceremony to show their support. Pictured from 
left are his mother, Rose Trotto; daughters, Gabrielle and Isabella; and wife, 
Flora.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Left, Public Safety Offi cer Steve Mukavec’s wife, 
Flora, pins his badge. Above, City Clerk Julie 
Arthurs swears him in Monday, Oct. 25.

CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — Following a 
July scam that cost an el-
derly Grosse Pointe cou-
ple $92,600 — a majority 
of their life savings — a 
complaint was filed in 
Wayne County Circuit 
Court in mid-October 
against Comerica Bank.  

Attorneys for the cou-
ple allege the bank chain 
failed in its role as a fi du-
ciary by not canceling the 
transaction when there 
was plenty of time to do 
so, not fl agging the situa-
tion as a possible scam 
despite a variety of warn-
ing signs and then imme-
diately attempting to 
avoid any liability.   

The timeline
While on the Costco 

website Monday, July 26, 
a warning claiming ille-
gal access to her account 
came across the screen of 
a Grosse Pointe woman 

in her 70s and directed 
her to call the Comerica 
Bank fraud department.

“She had attempted to 
access their account, like 
she always does and has 
for years, by putting in 
the password and her 
access was denied,” 
explained John Urso, an 
attorney for the couple, 
“which further led her to 
believe there may be 
something legitimate 
going on here.”

When she called the 
number claiming to be 
Comerica’s fraud depart-
ment, the woman was 
connected with a man 
identifying himself as 
Comerica employee Sam 
Peterson, who said they 
were investigating the 
possibility of inside unau-
thorized access to her 
savings account. 

Claiming an employee 
at Comerica could be 
involved, the woman was 
directed to go to a branch 
where she does not nor-
mally bank and transfer 

her funds to an account 
set up for her at Evolve 
Bank & Trust. While this 
is a legitimate banking 
i n s t i t u t i o n ,  U r s o 
explained, the routing 
and account numbers 
provided by “Peterson” 
were not registered with 
Evolve Bank & Trust, but 
instead were interna-
tional. 

“As she’s leaving the 
bank driving back home, 
Mr. Peterson calls and 
inquires, ‘Have you com-
pleted this transfer?’” 
Urso explained. “And 
that’s when my client’s 
wife became suspicious. 
… She called (her local) 
branch and said, ‘Do you 
have a Mr. Sam Peterson 
working in your fraud 
department?’ She was 
told no.”

With the transfer 
entered at 4:30 p.m., the 
woman requested the 
transfer be stopped by 
4:45 p.m.

From that point July 26, 
through Friday, July 30, 

the transaction appeared 
to be pending, with the 
money remaining in the 
couple’s account.

Early afternoon July 
30, the couple was called 
and advised the money 
had been transferred. 

The allegations
Though a participant 

without having initiated 
the scam, said Mark 
Rossman, partner with 
Rossman, P.C. and co-
counsel on the lawsuit, 
Comerica was in a posi-
tion where it could have 
prevented the loss.

“It was and should 
have been possible to 
reverse that transaction 
while it was pending,” 
Rossman said. “… In 
addition to that, and 
really perhaps more 
importantly than what 
the bank failed to do in 
order to correct the trans-
action when (it was 
requested), was what the 
bank failed to do at the 
counter.”

Various red fl ags any 
banking insti tution 
should be knowledgeable 
in, he said, included an 
elderly woman asking to 
transfer a substantial 
portion of her account to 
an outside account with 
international routing and 
account numbers, with 
no prior notice and with-
out the co-signer on the 
account, her husband, 
present or even con-
tacted.

Adding insult to injury, 
Comerica sent the couple 
an indemnifi cation agree-
ment once the transac-
tion completed.

“That email said, ‘We 
are asking you to sign a 
release and indemnifi ca-
tion agreement, basically 
holding Comerica and 
Evolve Bank harmless 
before we can tell you 
whether there’s any 
money remaining to be 
refunded to you,’” Urso 
explained, “which I fi nd 
so remarkably awful.”

Attorneys for the cou-

ple are seeking $277,800 
in treble damages — or 
three times the amount 
lost — along with plain-
tiff ’s costs and attorney 
fees. 

“It’s one thing if she 
effectuated this transfer 
from the comfort of her 
own home and every-
body was none the wiser 
until the money was 
gone,” Rossman said. 
“This actually went 
through two levels of 
command at the Grosse 
Pointe Woods branch 
from Comerica on Mack 
Avenue. … It pended for 
four days and then it 
released on the last day 
and it was gone.”

A Comerica Inc. repre-
sentative declined to 
comment, citing cus-
tomer privacy.

“We tried to reach out 
and resolve this matter 
without having to fi le a 
lawsuit, but to no avail,” 
Rossman said. “They 
indicated they wouldn’t 
even negotiate with us.”

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Lawsuit alleges mishandling of scam on elderly Pointe residents

Sam 
Conn 
dressed 
as the 
Reaper, 
Lucy 
Conn 
dressed 
as a skel-
eton and 
Lily 
Conn 
dressed 
as a taco.

The City of Grosse 
Pointe hosted its 
annual Trick or 
Treat in The Village 
on Friday, Oct. 29. 
Despite the rain, 
lots of trick-or-
treaters came out 
to walk along 
Kercheval for can-
dy. Hugo, dressed 
as a lion, was a big 
hit with trick-or-
treaters.

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

Joe Bonanni, owner of Beyond Juicery + Eatery, 
and Sara Martin of Speech with Sara handed out 
candy in front of their businesses. Check out more 
photos online at grossepointenews.com.

Treats 
in The 
Village

110421

(313) 884-8105
17005 Kercheval • In The Village • posteritygallery.com

FREE ENGRAVING

Rug Cleaning & Repair

Wall to Wall Carpeting
Installed to Perfection...Guaranteed

* Ask For Kevin Crowther
STORE HOURS:
MON-SAT 10-5

110421

OF GROSSE POINTE

19483 MACK AVENUE
GROSSE POINTE WOODS, MI

SHOWROOM: 313.884.2991

HUGE INVENTORY OF FINE DESIGNER RUGS

17114 Kercheval Ave.
313.469.1040
campusshopusa.com

11
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Shop local
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The Grosse Pointe 
Public School System is 
opening its doors to the 
public from noon to 2 
p.m. Sunday, Nov. 7. This 
event is held in conjunc-
tion with the Grosse 
Pointe Board of Realtors; 
numerous homes on the 
market also will be show-
cased.

“Every school will be 
open with a variety of fun 
events at each site,” said 
Rebecca Fannon, com-
munity relations special-
ist. “This event is also a 
wonderful opportunity to 
see the investment of 
your bond dollars in each 
school to keep our stu-
dents safe, warm, dry 
and connected. Ask stu-
dents and staff questions 
— about the depth of our 
course offerings, our 
recent state and district 
championship sports 
teams, the amazing fi ne 
and performing arts, the 
hundreds of clubs and 
extracurricular offerings 
and so much more.”

The open house gives 

prospective parents the 
opportunity to: 

◆ Meet principals and 
teachers, with represen-
tatives from each grade 
level or department on 
hand to share curriculum 
resources and discuss 
best practices.

◆ Walk the halls to 
view displays of student 

work.
◆ Take student-led 

tours, including by lead-
ers from Link Crew, 
WEB, National Honor 
Society and National 
Junior Honor Society.

◆ Listen to string quar-
tets and performances by 
other student musicians.

◆ Learn about electives 

such as world language, 
visual and performing 
arts, life skills/foods, TV 
production, drama and 
innovation and design.

◆ Discover extracurric-
ular and enrichment 
opportunities, including 
sports, clubs and student 
service organizations.

◆ Learn about instruc-

tion and support services 
available to students, 
including students with 
disabilities and special 
needs.

◆ Check out preschool 
offerings and learn about 
the Young Fives program, 
an alternative for eligible 
children whose parents 
feel they are not yet ready 
for a traditional kinder-
garten experience.

◆ Connect with PTO 
members and enjoy 
refreshments courtesy of 
volunteers.

Also open to the public 

as part of the district’s 
centennial are history 
exhibits at Grosse Pointe 
South High School. 
Visitors are welcome to 
visit Cleminson Hall and 
tour the history hallway 
in the Boll Athletic 
Center, which features a 
timeline of when each 
school building was 
occupied.

Look for balloons and 
signage to mark the pre-
ferred entrance at each 
school. For more infor-
mation, email info@
gpschools.org.

District open house is Nov. 7

COURTESY PHOTOS

The exhibits in Grosse Pointe South’s Cleminson 
Hall, above, and the Boll Athletic Center, left, fea-
ture 100 years of GPPSS history.

Grosse Pointe North Principal Kate Murray, right, stands with the 
school’s Merit Semifi nalists, from left, Sophia Graham, John Hetzler 
and Noah Dean. Not pictured is semifi nalist Ana Todesco.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Bode Neumeister was 
University Liggett School’s 
Merit Semifi nalist.

Grosse Pointe 
South Principal 
Moussa Hamka, 
left, stands with 
the school’s Merit 
Semifi nalists. 
Pictured back 
row from left, are 
Ronak Parikh, 
Ethan Harr, 
Nicholas Litsas, 
Jack Restum and 
Igor Trifunovic; 
and front row, 
from left, 
Meghan Wysocki, 
Lilly Geer, Joseph 
Sabella and 
Shannon Dame.

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYTMerit semifi nalists

Thursday, December 2 | 6:30 - 10:00pm
Grosse Pointe Yacht Club 

STRONG FAMILIES VIBRANT COMMUNITY

Join us for a holiday gala bene

Celebrate 21 years of serving our community and help us continue 
our mission to empower families to successfully navigate life’s social, 

emotional, and physical challenges. 

For event information, to donate an auction item, or to sponsor the event 
please visit: familycenterweb.org or email: info@familycenterweb.org 

Henry Ford Health System

Antonelli Financial Advisors 
Christine & Tony Alcantara 

Ascension St. John • Diane & Ron Strickler 
Grosse Pointe War Memorial Association 

Wolverine Packing Company 

Marilyn Bartley • Beaumont • Marquita Bedway & Al LaHood
Ben & Laura Burns • CNS Healthcare • Hubbell, Roth, & Clark, Inc.
Beth & Joe Moran • Joe Ricci Automotive • Shane & Sara Reeside

Rinke Chevrolet • Lynn G. Schneider • The Clairmount Group
Wayne County Community College District • Frank Wilbdering

Aiello Law Group • Cranberry Park at ShorePointe
Eastside Dermatology • Exway Electric • Higbie Maxon Agney Realtors

Mary Petersen, LMSW, ACSW • Pitts-Aldrich Associates 
Ray Laethem Motor Village • Susie & Chip Rohde 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas (Mary) Shafer • Rick & Cathy Walker • Gail L. Warden

Honest Opinion Yellow Door Grosse Pointe News
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THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF
UNIVERSITY WOMEN GROSSE POINTE

PRESENTS

LISTEN TO WOMEN
A Juried Art Contest and Exhibit

With Cash Prizes

Young 
artists 
from many 
schools shine 
a light on 
women’s
issues

The exhibit is 
November 12-December 15, 2021

The Manoogian Art Gallery 
at University Liggett School.

 Open Monday through Friday 
9:00 a.m. until 3:30p.m.

Opening reception 6-8 p.m., 
Thursday, November 18, 2021

Award presentation 
Sunday, December 5, 2021, 2-4 p.m. 
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It was a simple deci-
sion when Karen and 
Matt Cullen and Mary 
and Tom Shafer were 
asked to co-chair their 
s e c o n d  D e t r o i t 
Discovery Ball. Both 
couples are adamant 
about doing their part to 
raise awareness and 
funds for the American 
Cancer Society.

“The American Cancer 
Society is a guiding light 
to our communities, 
through educat ion, 
research and response,” 
Mary Shafer said. “It is 
such a wonderful orga-
nization. Tom and I feel 
fortunate and honored 
to co-chair this event 
and to help move the 
needle much closer to 
achieve the bottom line 
… curing this disease.

“I don’t know anyone 
who’s not touched by 
cancer,” she added, “if 
not yourself, then a fam-
ily member, a friend. It’s 
devastating.”

For Karen Cullen, the 
devastation was per-
sonal. Her mother-in-
law succumbed to lung 
cancer and her sisters-
in-law have battled 
breast cancer. Her own 
breast cancer diagnosis 

came shortly after a 
radiologist  not iced 
something suspicious in 
her mammogram. She 
said she was fortunate 
her breast cancer was 
detected in its early 
stages.

“Once you’ve had it, 
it’s something that you 
want to support,” Cullen 
said. “It touches so 
many people.”

The Cul lens and 
Shafers, residents of 
Grosse Pointe, invite 
other supporters to the 
A m e r i c a n  C a n c e r 
S o c i e t y ’ s  D e t r o i t 
Discovery Ball, which 
takes place from 6:30 to 
10:30 p.m. Friday, Nov. 
12, at Eastern Market in 
Shed 3. The event fea-
tures a VIP reception, 
strolling supper, enter-
t a i n m e n t  b y 
N U C L A S S I C A  a n d 
silent and live auctions.

Grosse Pointe resi-
dent Bill McAllister will 
serve as emcee of the 
event ,  which  a lso 
includes special guest 
Nicole Curtis, executive 
producer and star of 
HGTV’s “Rehab Addict.”

“This is one of the 
most  dynamic and 
entertaining events of 
the year,” Shafer said. 
“Every ticket sold, every 
auction item bid on, 

every paddle raised will 
get the American Cancer 
Society closer to getting 
more patients the help 
they need.”

Formerly called the 
Cattle Baron’s Ball, the 
Detroit Discovery Ball 
aims to present an 
authentic, one-of-a-kind 
experience to honor 
those battling cancer, 
Shafer said. 

“ T h e  D e t r o i t 
Discovery Ball launched 
in 2020 as a virtual 
event,” she added. “(It’s) 
mission paddle raise 
will raise funds for the 
M i c h i g a n  C a n c e r 
Research Fund, so dona-
tions support Michigan 
researchers directly.”

Added Cullen, “I have 

so much respect for the 
doctors and researchers 
who are essentially try-
ing to work themselves 
out of a job. The care 
w i t h  w h i c h  t h e y 
approach their work … 
the people fighting 
against this disease are 
so important .  The 
A m e r i c a n  C a n c e r 
Society is a big player in 
this.”

Cullen, who sits on the 
board of directors of the 
K a r m a n o s  C a n c e r 
Institute, said there have 
been great strides the 
last few decades in 
terms of new therapies 
and medications, “but 
the last fi ve or six years, 
exciting things have 
been happening on the 

research side. The fact 
the funds stay in 
Michigan to help the 
community is really 
important.”

The Detroit Discovery 
Ball is presented by 
Huntington and Lineage 
Logistics, as well as 
Ascension Michigan, 
B o s c h ,  C a m p b e l l 
M a r k e t i n g  a n d 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s , 
C o o p e r  S t a n d a r d , 
Nikola Motor Company 
and others. 

Close to $20 million in 
19 years has been raised 
to support the American 
Cancer Society’s mis-
sion to save and cele-
brate lives and lead the 
fi ght for a world without 
cancer. 

“It’s going to be a 
great event,” Cullen 
said. “I’m so happy to be 
doing it in person this 
time ... to have the 
opportunity to come 
together at Eastern 
Market to support this 
very important cause.”

Tickets are $250 and 
available until Nov. 10. 
Sponsorship opportuni-
ties also are available.

For more information, 
corporate sponsorship 
opportunities or to pur-
chase t ickets ,  cal l 
Catherine Deep at (313) 
523-1944 or visit detroit-
discoveryball.org.

“We welcome any and 
all who want to join us 
in this fight,” Cullen 
said.

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

American Cancer Society hosts 
Detroit Discovery Ball Nov. 12

In an effort to showcase 
the variety of businesses 
in the Grosse Pointes, the 
Grosse Pointe Chamber of 
Commerce is launching 
G r o s s e  P o i n t e 
Marketplace, a one-stop 
place to shop locally.

If all goes according to 
plan, grossepointemar-
ketplace.com will go live 
Monday, Nov. 8.

“Proceeds from the 
chamber’s street art proj-
ect allow the chamber to 
invest back into the busi-
ness community with spe-
cifi c projects, programs or 
initiatives,” Chamber 
Pres ident  Jenni fer 
Boettcher explained. 
“This year’s project is an 
online marketplace that 
will allow businesses to 
have an online presence 
under one umbrella sell-
ing their product(s).”

The marketplace allows 
businesses that currently 
have an online presence 
an additional avenue to 
promote their offerings. 

For businesses that don’t 
have a website, “Grosse 
Pointe Marketplace will 
be a real game changer,” 

Boettcher said.
Currently, chamber 

members may take advan-
tage of this online tool at 

no charge for the first 
year.

“This initiative will fur-
ther our mission to 

encourage folks to keep 
their dollars local — shop 
in your own backyard at 
businesses owned by your 

neighbors,” Boettcher 
said. 

— Jody McVeigh

Chamber to launch Grosse Pointe Marketplace

Cullens, Shafers 
co-chair event

PHOTOS COURTESY OF CHRISTOPHER PHELPS

Karen and Matt Cullen, left, and Mary and Tom Shafer are serving as co-chair for the Detroit Discovery 
Ball for the second consecutive year.

110421

96 Kercheval Avenue • On-the-Hill
Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236sir.com 313.888.8800

110421

Integrity. Heritage. Lifestyle.

2020 Top Producer at Higbie Maxon Agney.

Melissa Singh
melissa@higbiemaxon.com
313-886-3400
313-289-9990
higbiemaxon.com
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War Memorial, The Helm and 
more remember those who served

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

The Helm at the Boll Life 
Center in Grosse Pointe 
Farms recently added a boc-
ce court to the grounds, and 
the sporty crowd showed up 
for some of the first fun. 

Bocce ball, also known as 
Italian lawn bowling, is 
played with two competing 
teams. These friends made 
an afternoon of the good-na-
tured competition and 
enjoyed the fall weather.

Let’s play bocce at The Helm!

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Honoring the 
brave this 
Veteran’s Day

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

While the ongoing pandemic 
has changed the face of traditional 
group gatherings, efforts still are un-
derway to celebrate and honor the 
men and women who put their lives 
on the line for the country through 
their service in the U.S. military.

The War Memorial, the Grosse 
Pointes’ hub for all things patriotic, 
hosts “Red, White and Blue Jeans,” 
from 1 to 4 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 7. The 
event puts a spin on its posh “An 
Evening of Red, White and Blue,” by 
offering a casual afternoon on the 
back lawn at 32 Lakeshore, Grosse 
Pointe Farms.

Though the name has changed, 
the focus remains the same: hon-
oring the nation’s heroes. Veterans, 
their families and the community 
are invited to experience this free 
fall festival, which includes live 
music by The Brad Phillips Band, 
Veterans Day card making with the 
ScrapMobile from Arts and Scraps, 
a petting zoo courtesy of GP Zool-
ogy, a community paint party with 
Mini Picassos, bounce houses, lawn 
games, pre-ballet demonstrations 
with Lil’ Dumplins and more.

Burgers, hot dogs, chips, cookies, 
doughnuts and apple cider, as well 
as a cash bar, will be available for 
purchase throughout the event. Vet-
erans eat free of charge.

Admission to the festival is free; 
however, advanced registration is 
required, as capacity is limited be-
cause of parking constraints due to 
ongoing construction. Timed admis-

sion is available at 1 and 2:30 p.m. 
To register, visit warmemorial.org/
redwhiteblue and select a time.

The Grosse Pointe Public Library 
also hosts a brief Veterans Day cele-
bration at its Central branch, 10 Ker-
cheval, Grosse Pointe Farms. Veter-
ans, their families and community 
members are invited to gather at the 
outdoor plaza between 1:30 and 2 
p.m. Sunday, Nov. 7, for a patriotic 
program that includes a flag raising, 
a soloist singing the national an-
them, music and a student reading 
the poem, “Flanders Fields.” Light 
refreshments will be available.

The Helm at the Boll Life Center, 
158 Ridge, Grosse Pointe Farms, will 
recognize military veterans during a 
special program from 11:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. Veterans Day, Nov. 11.

The Vietnam Veterans of America 
Chapter 154 Color Guard will per-
form a flag ceremony and Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution 
members will individually recognize 
each veteran in attendance by pre-
senting them a medal to honor their 
service. 

Afterward, veterans and guests 
are invited to lunch prepared by 
Grosse Pointe American House at 
Cottage and then join the Grosse 
Pointe Men’s Club choir in singing 
patriotic songs. 

This event, a perennial favorite at 
The Helm, is free to members and 
nonmembers. Registration is re-
quired and may be made online at 
helmlife.org or by calling (313) 882-
9600. Veterans should indicate their 
branch of service when making a 
reservation.

At right, Jerri Haselmire is excited when 
she sees how close she rolled her green 
bocce ball to the pallino (white ball). The 
game is played with eight colored balls and 
one pallino.

Above, Cindy McMahon, Jerri Haselmire, 
Bernie Beutel and Ed Salisbury wait their 
turn as Marti Loria gets ready to roll her 
bocce ball down the court.

Present at the 2019 War Memorial breakfast were four WWII 
veterans. Jean Gilbert, Army Air Corps; Bob Jarvis, Army; Eugene 
Ignasiak, Navy, and George Lesperance, Navy. Ignasiak is wearing 
his original Navy issued uniform from when he enlisted in 1940.

By Kate Vanderstelt
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK — A vital element in 
schoolchildren’s safety, crossing guards serve at main 
school-crossing intersections in Grosse Pointe Park 
during the school year’s drop-off and pick-up times. 

Park Sgt. Dan Kolar, in charge of coordinating cross-
ing guards, says the position is a perfect one for retire-
ment-aged individuals.

“If you’re close by, you can walk to where your crossing 
is at,” Kolar said. “You get out, get some exercise (and) 
get to socialize with people.”

With multiple crossing guard vacancies, the Park re-
cently has had to send public safety officers from their 
stations to the job. Newly hired crossing guards would al-
low officers to focus on parking and traffic enforcement, 
Kolar said.

“(Your job is) to ensure the safety of the kids and the 
parents getting across the street,” Kolar said of the im-
portance of the position. “You’re there to assist them. At 
times, around some of these crossings, you do get a lot of 
vehicle traffic and having that crossing guard (presence) 
greatly helps out.”

Anticipated crossing guard vacancies are at the in-
tersections of Jefferson and Westchester, Vernor and 
Cadieux and St. Paul and Somerset. Training and equip-
ment are provided for hirees. The hiring wage for the po-
sition is $16/hour.

For more information about the openings, call the pub-
lic safety non-emergency line at (313) 822-7400. Applica-
tions may be filled out and turned in at the public safety 
department, 15115 E. Jefferson. A printable copy also 
may be found online at bit.ly/3nICoRd.

An ideal retirement job: 
Park needs crossing guards
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With every passing year, it seems 
harder to keep the pounds under con-
trol. Most people want to live health-
ier, and the good news is they may not 
have to give up their favorite foods to 
do so.

Grazing and overeating tends to in-
crease when the weather cools down. 
A study published in the New England 
Journal of Medicine found that, in the 
fall, people tend to consume more cal-
ories, total fat and saturated fat. In ad-
dition, less powerful sunshine in win-
ter coupled with people bundling up 
translates into less vitamin D being ab-
sorbed by the body. Some researchers 
believe there is a link between vitamin 
D deficiency and weight gain as well.

To ensure that certain foods do not 
sabotage healthy eating plans, people 
can employ some easy modifications 
and make healthier versions of the 
foods they like to eat.

• Choose crunchy foods. Those who 
are prone to snacking can reach for 
noisy foods. These include crunchy 
items like apples, carrots and pretzels. 
Scientists say that when people listen 
to what they are chewing - called the 
“crunch effect” - they eat less of that 
item as it satisfies the senses.

• Tone down the cream. Delicious 
dishes like fettuccine alfredo typically 
are made with lots of butter and cream. 
Replace cream sauces with a healthier 
base made of low-fat milk thickened 
with flour. Increase the flavor with fa-
vorite spices. 

• Fry with care. Use healthy oils like 
olive or coconut sparingly. Many foods 
that are traditionally fried also can be 
lightly coated with cooking spray and 
baked for a crunchy texture.

• Choose sodium-free seasonings. 
The USCA recommends limiting so-
dium to less than 1 teaspoon of salt 
per day. Try options like fresh herbs or 
lemon juice to add some sodium-free 
flavor.

• Increase fiber content. Fiber helps 
one feel fuller longer and can also be 
helpful for digestion and heart health. 
Choose the “brown” varieties of rice, 
pasta and breads.

• Replace meat with leaner forms of 
protein. Lean chicken, turkey and pork 
can replace red meats in many recipes. 
Some traditional meat dishes, such as 
burgers, also can be modified using 
vegetables or seafood. Lean meats dry 
out quickly, so keep foods moist by 
watching cooking times.

•  Stock up on yogurt. Greek and 
other varieties of yogurt can replace 
sour cream and mayonnaise in many 
dishes.

Resolving to eat healthier while still 
enjoying meals to the fullest can be 
easy by making some simple swaps 
when preparing your favorite foods.

Challenge yourself to make one swap 
every day in your usual list of recipe in-
gredients. When you see that you are 
still loving your favorites just as much, 
but pounds come off, maintaining the 
new habit will become easy. And the 
health benefits will be something to 

Author’s legacy 
lives on in 
shared book 
about loss

How to easily make your 
favorite foods healthier

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Late last month, Marti Benedetti’s first 
book, “Finding Love After Loss: A Rela-
tionship Roadmap for Widows,” co-au-
thored by Mary A. Dempsey, was released.

Its launch was bittersweet. The book 
was inspired by a blog Benedetti began 
writing after the death of her husband, 
Tom Andrew. 

In March, shortly after she approved 
the cover art and proofread the pages, the 
Grosse Pointe Farms resident, 66, died of 
breast cancer.

The book was a labor of love for the 
authors, who largely wrote it before 
COVID-19, then found a publisher during 
the pandemic. 

“What happens with people who write 
for a living is they use writing to sort out 
what they’re going through,” Dempsey 
said. “... A couple years after her husband 
died, she started thinking it was possible 
to be in a relationship again.”

Online research proved fruitless for 
Benedetti, who was in her 50s and knew 
the dating scene had changed during her 
marriage. Her blog, “LifeAfterWidow-
hood,” detailed her efforts, experience, 
frustrations and triumphs.

Dempsey, who dated a widower for sev-
eral years, said the blog resonated with her. 
The longtime friends, who met through 
mutual friend Judy Putnam — all three of 
them journalists — started talking about 
the possibility of writing a book together.

“This was really a collaboration between 
Marti and Mary, their different roles on dat-
ing,” Putnam said. “Marti’s was after her hus-
band died. She wanted to get back into the 
dating world. There were bumps along the 
way; her blog was quite honest and true to 
her nature. And Mary was dating a widower. 
… They came together as a perfect comple-
ment with two different perspectives.”

“Because the blog inspired the book, 
we worked off of things from the blog,” 
Dempsey said. “The chapters include lots 
of widow stories; we interviewed many 
dozens of widows.”

The book began with the idea it would 
be a how-to guide for widows who wanted 
to seek romance again, but soon the au-
thors realized there’s more about widow-
hood that affects relationships. Chapters 
include information about widow health, 
finances, relationships, matchmaking and 
more. Additionally, portions of Benedetti’s 
blog appear in their original state, bring-
ing “snapshots of Marti’s life in widow-
hood” to the pages.

“Marti’s blog went unedited; how they 
are in the book is the way they originally 
appeared,” Dempsey said. “When you 
write with two people, you create a third 
voice. Her actual voice — her interesting, 
clever, snarky perspective on things — 
comes through.”

“Marti was a really good storyteller,” 
Putnam agreed. “She was opinionated and 
very frank. She didn’t hold back. For the 
most part, that was good. … She was ad-
venturous and lived her life to the fullest.”

Dempsey said the friends were warned 
against collaborating on a book — that it 
could cause a rift. That warning couldn’t 
have been further from the truth, she 
added.

“We really had a good time,” she said, 
describing their Thursday morning phone 
meetings. They created an outline and 
split chapter writing between the two of 
them. Once a draft was complete, they’d 
exchange what they’d written and add to 
each other’s material. 

“Each chapter went through many itera-
tions,” Dempsey said, noting Benedetti fell 
ill not long after they started working on 
the book, “but we had fun with it. Marti 
had a very strong work ethic. Working 
with her kept me honest.”

“As Marti got sicker and sicker, they 
kept their calls every Thursday morning,” 
Putnam said. “I know that was some-
thing that was helpful to Marti. She was a 
widow who was facing cancer. Then came 
the pandemic. The isolation she faced is 
pretty hard to imagine.”

The pair uncovered a wealth of informa-
tion during their research — even a few 
surprises.

Dempsey said she was surprised to 

learn how widows are reshaping their 
lives; she assumed those who had been 
married a long time would be looking for 
similar relationships.

“That’s not the case,” she said. “They 
want something different. Widows are 
carving out these unorthodox pathways 
to romance. Some are married and not 
living together, or living together and not 
married. ... They’re carving new models of 
how these relationships can be forged.

“What I find inspiring is that these are 
resilient women who are rebuilding their 
lives in interesting ways,” she added. “And 
they’re doing it without taking any prison-
ers.”

What surprised Benedetti, Dempsey 
added, was the sheer number of widows 
and widowers in the United States — more 
than 11 million. Another 700,000 women 
are added to that number each year.

“If you took all the widows in the U.S. 
now, you would have New York City and a 
half,” she said.

While “Finding Love After Loss” was 
intended for widows, Dempsey said she’s 
received feedback from non-widows 
who said the book inspired them to look 
at their relationships in a different way. 
She said it also would be a good read for 
people who date widows or widowers, 
because, “They’re a different group with 
different experiences than the rest of us. 
Widows and widowers carry their grief 
forever. What does that mean if you’re in 
a relationship with them? It’s a different 
dynamic.”

Writing the book while battling stage 
4 cancer was a testament to Benedetti’s 
feisty nature, Putnam said. Days before 
her death, Benedetti dictated what would 
become the book’s final essay.

But she also was every bit as fun-loving 
as her husband, who loved playing jokes.

“They always had a lot of fun,” Putnam 
said. “They had very fun parties; they 
would fill their house with people. It is so 
tragic they both died so young.”

Benedetti was diagnosed with cancer in 
2015. Before she died, she was able to see 
both of her children — Nick Andrew and 
Molly McCarthy — get married. She also 
welcomed a granddaughter, Edie.

“Finding Love After Loss” is available 
in hardcover and eBook. It can be found 
online at bookshop.org, amazon.com, bar-
nesandnoble.com, politics-prose.com and 
powells.com. It also may be ordered from 
Pages Bookshop at pagesbkshop.com

“I do think it’s something that will help 
people navigate a pretty tough road,” Put-
nam said. “Witnessing some of my friends, 
Marti among them, it takes guts to get out 
there and start dating again. I think this 
book will be helpful. 

“I’m glad she has this legacy. She 
worked hard her whole life. She was a 
great writer, a great storyteller. It’s sad 
and it’s tragic she couldn’t be here, but it’s 
wonderful to have her work be so relevant 
and live on.”

900 Cook Road, Grosse Pointe Woods, MI
(313) 885-5005

theriversgrosspointe.com
Maureen (313) 821-7072 or mhennessy@theriversgrossepointe.net 

Tammy (313) 821-7065 or tkaleta@theriversgrossepointe.net

Q. What makes The Rivers so Unique?

We’re a full-service community that supports your physical, emotional, 
social, health, and spiritual needs – AND your active lifestyle. 
Located on a 15-acre campus in a residential neighborhood, 

we have all the comforts of home.
Visit us today and get your questions answered.

We’ll be proud to show you around!
Please call Maureen or Tammy to schedule your tour.

Q. Frankly, I’m nervous about 
moving someplace new, what if 
I get there and I’m not happy?

A. That is totally understandable. Moving 
to a new place is a big decision! We 
are so confident that you will be happy 
with your decision, that if after 90 days 
you  aren’t satisfied, we will refund 50% 
of your payment. AND, because we 
know you are going to love it at The 
Rivers Assisted Living, if you decide to 
stay after 90 days, your 4th month is 
absolutely FREE! Our offer is only one 
of the many reasons The Rivers Assisted 
Living is a great place to live.

We can’t wait to be neighbors!

*Program applies to Assisted Living and Memory Care only.

Licensed Assisted Living & Memory Care

Friends Marti Benedetti (top) and 
Mary Dempsey co-authored “Finding 
Love After Loss” as a way to offer 
hope to widows seeking a partner.

.

.
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The A.A. Van Elslander 
Foundation on Oct. 20 
announced a $1.5 million 
gift to Beyond Basics, to 
impact literacy among 
Denby High School stu-
dents. The donation will 
be leveraged to create the 
Beyond Basics Legacy 
Program at Denby High 
School Honoring Art Van 
Elslander.

The foundation was 
endowed by the late Van 
Elslander, a Grosse 
Pointe businessman and 
philanthropist — and 
Denby graduate — who 
passed away in 2018.

“It is an honor to have 
a 1948 graduate of Denby 
High School still have 
relevancy in the success 
of our school,” Denby 
P r i n c i p a l  T a n i s h a 
Manningham said. “We 
are truly grateful.”

The mission of Beyond 
Basics is to achieve liter-
acy and, in turn, trans-
form lives and create 
stronger communities 
through intensive tutor-
ing that helps students 
achieve grade-level profi -
ciency in reading. 

“I read and I believe 
that literacy is one of the 
single most significant 
skillsets needed to func-
tion effectively in school, 
in the workplace and in 
society,” Manningham 
said. “It is vital to a suc-
cessful education, career 
and quality of life.”

While Beyond Basics 
has been a part of Detroit 
Public Schools several 
years, last year, during 
the pandemic, it was 
introduced virtually at 
Denby.

“What I admire most 
about the students who 
did virtual learning is … 
they didn’t let the chal-
lenges of learning virtu-
ally prevent them from 
having a successful 
learning experience and 
forming lasting relation-
ships with their tutors,” 
Manningham said, not-

ing Denby prides itself on 
strong partnerships like 
the one it has with 
Beyond Basics.

“We are blessed at 
Denby High School to 
have so many partners 
that want to be part of the 
success of our students,” 
she added. “It’s the part-
nerships that we have 
that keep us going 
through the journey. I am 
proud, thankful, grateful. 
The students are grate-
ful. They’re special, 
they’re gritty, they’re 
tough, they’re strong. 
They come from the 
direction of wanting to 
do better than when they 
came in … and Beyond 
Basics will continue to 
help us do that.”

While Denby students 
learned virtually during 
COVID, Beyond Basic 
founder Pamela Good 
said, they were able to 
improve, on average, by 
two grade levels in regard 
to reading profi ciency.

“This partnership 
between DPS and 
Beyond Basics, address-
ing the crisis of literacy, 
is really showcasing a 
solution,” Good said. “... 
There’s a silent epidemic 
in America — it is across 
this nation; it isn’t just in 

Detroit. It is illiteracy and 
it is killing the futures of 
our children.

“Today, we’re here to 
really recognize the gen-
erous donation of a fam-
ily that is donating $1.5 
million for intensive, 
one-on-one literacy inter-
vention for the students 
here at Denby High 
School,” she added. “(Art 
Van Elslander) has a tre-
mendous life story and 
legacy. He grew up here 
in the city, he became a 
phenomenal business-
man and he went on to 
give back to his commu-
nity while he was still 
with us and is still con-
tinuing to do that through 
his foundation.”

Detroit Public Schools 
Superintendent Nikolai 
Vitti noted his personal 
interest in having Beyond 
Basics in the district. 

“When I left high 
school, I was below grade 
level,” he said. “I made it 
to college because luckily 
I was a good athlete. … 
When I went to college I 
started to fi nd out very 
quickly I was behind my 
peers.”

Vitti said he then 
learned he is dyslexic. 
After receiving the help 
he needed, he went on to 

earn master’s and doc-
torate degrees from 
Harvard University 
Graduate School of 
Education and fi nd suc-
cess in his life and career.

Vitti said students 
struggle when they are 
not connected to the right 
curriculum or instruc-
tion. Beyond Basics helps 
fi ll that gap.

“I can say from my own 
experience that it has 
nothing to do with talent, 
it has nothing to do with 
potential, it has nothing 
to do with intelligence,” 
he said. “It has to do with 
certain skills that we 
lack. … The challenge 
with our students aren’t 
our students. The chal-
lenge with our students is 
opportunities and oppor-
tunity gaps.”

He encouraged stu-
dents to continue to push 
forward and persevere. 
He thanked the A.A. Van 
Elslander Foundation for 
its support.

“I am proud of Art Van 
and family for investing 
in their alma mater, 
investing in our city, but 
most importantly, invest-
ing in our children, in our 
future,” Vitti said. “If you 
don’t have the ability to 

read and speak, it’s very 
hard to advocate for 
yourself, regardless of 
the experience you have, 
the confi dence you have. 
The ideas you have can’t 
materialize, can’t become 
real.”

Beyond Basics cur-
rently is in 10 DPS high 
schools and serves 
around 500 students.

“Thank you to the fam-
ily for your investment, 
thank you for your part-
nership and thank you, 
students, for having the 
perseverance and confi -
dence to move forward,” 
Vitti said. “I’m telling you 
as someone who experi-
enced some of the same 
challenges you experi-
ence in literacy … wher-
ever you are now does 
not defi ne you. It’s these 
partnerships and your 
willingness to work 
through it, to admit you 
have more to do. Each 
and every one of you 
have a gift and a purpose 
beyond what you see 
right now. These partner-
ships allow that to hap-
pen.”

Speaking on his 
father’s legacy, David 
Van Elslander, a Grosse 
Pointe Park resident, also 

addressed students dur-
ing the press conference.

“My father … grew up 
in a small apartment not 
far from here,” he said. 
“His father had just an 
eighth-grade education. 
If you’d known my father 
when he was a child, you 
would never have pre-
dicted his success. So 
what happened? He was 
lucky enough to meet 
some people along the 
way who taught him 
some valuable skills; that 
he listened, he learned 
and he changed the 
direction of his life. 
Beyond Basics offers the 
same opportunity, giving 
students a chance to 
change and control their 
future through literacy.

“In life, it’s the people 
you meet along the way, 
the lessons that you learn 
and ultimately how you 
apply what you’ve 
leaned, and that’s what 
makes all the difference,” 
he continued. “We’re so 
proud to support Beyond 
Basics as they work to 
give students the skills 
that they need to suc-
ceed. And we encourage 
other businesses and 
community leaders to 
join us. We know these 
students are capable of 
incredible things.”

Added Good, “We have 
to get rid of stigma that 
says that something is 
wrong and really just 
start working on getting 
the help we deserve and 
need.”

She noted one of Van 
Elslander’s favorite 
quotes: “It’s not the hand 
you’re dealt, but it’s how 
you play it.”

“That’s the story of his 
life and really, it’s the 
story of each one of our 
lives: how we each play 
the hand we’re dealt,” 
she said. “We’re here 
today to help you play 
that hand better.”

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Van Elslander Foundation donates $1.5 million to Beyond Basics
Funds support literacy at Denby High School

COURTESY PHOTOS

Above, siblings Debra Van Elslander and David Van Elslander attended the 
press conference in which the A.A. Van Elslander Foundation donated $1.5 mil-
lion to further the Beyond Basics program at Denby High School, their father’s 
alma mater. Left, Beyond Basics founder and CEO Pamela Good addressed at-
tendees.

T h e  M i c h i g a n 
Association of Chamber 
Professionals recognized 
the Grosse Pointe 
Chamber of Commerce 
with the 2021 Award of 
Distinction at the MACP 
Leadership Conference & 
Annual Meeting Oct. 22. 

“Michigan chambers of 
commerce played an 
extraordinary role in 
keeping businesses 
informed about changes 
in government regula-
tions, safety protocol and 
funding relief sources,” 
said Joe Bauman, chair-
man of the MACP and 
president and CEO of the 
Birmingham Bloomfi eld 

Chamber 
honored

See CHAMBER, page 6B
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OBITUARIES
Obituary notices are purchased and often prewritten by family or friends. While 
we try to run obituaries as submitted, we nevertheless reserve the right to edit for 
accuracy, style and length.

Charles Hemstead 
Horner Jr.

Charles Hemstead 
Horner Jr., 93, died at 
Henry Ford Hospice in 
S t e r l i n g  H e i g h t s 
Thursday, Oct. 7, 2021.

Charlie was born April 
8, 1928, in Haddon 
Heights, N.J., to Charles 
Hemstead Horner and 
Rose Miller, both now 
deceased.

He had one sister, 
Muriel Peyton who died 
in 2018.

Charlie joined the U. S. 
Army after high school, 
serving 2 ½ years in 
Japan.

His passion for sailing 
began at an early age. He 
moved to south Florida, 
attended the University 
of Miami and continued 
to sail and race. He raced 
in more than 30 Port 
Huron to Mackinac 
races. He was a member 
of the Great Lakes Yacht 
Club for 28 years and in 
2000, when he was com-
modore, he was instru-
mental in beginning the 
Leukemia Cup Regatta 
which raises funds for 
the Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society.

Charlie married his 
fi rst wife, Joanne Wilson, 
with whom he had three 
children, Charles III, 
Jennifer Buda (Tom) and 
Joseph Wilson Horner, 
the latter of whom prede-
ceased him.

After moving to Detroit 
and working for Union 
Carbide, he started 
Horner Transportation 
Services.

He married Elizabeth 
Ann Bitonti Kingins in 
1989, to whom he was 
married until his death.

Apart from his chil-
dren, Charlie also is sur-
v i v e d  b y  o n e 
granddaughter, Olivia 
Grace Buda; step-chil-
dren, David Kingins, 
Deanna Zapico (Frank), 
Christopher Kingins 
(Lorinda) and Kathleen 
Batson (Traywick); and 
three step-grandchildren.

Memorials may be sent 
to the Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society, 
Donor Services, PO Box 
22324, New York, NY 
10087, or lls.org.

John Nowosad
John Nowosad, 85, of 

Grosse Pointe Shores, 
passed away peacefully 
Saturday, Oct. 23, 2021, 
with family at his bed-
side.

John was a retired edu-
cator. He worked as a 
consultant for the 
HighScope Foundation 
and taught early child-
hood education classes at 
Wayne State University. 
Most notably, John was a 
fi rst-grade teacher in the 
Grosse Pointe Public 
School System, having 
taught at Monteith 
Elementary School for 19 
years.

He had Master of 
Education and Bachelor 
of Arts degrees from 
Wayne State University, 
having graduated from 
Chadsey High School in 
Detroit in 1954.

John grew up Russian 
Orthodox as a fi rst-gen-
e ra t ion  Ukra in ian 
American and attended 
church at Sts. Peter and 
Paul Orthodox Cathedral 
in Detroit.

He also served in the 
U.S. Army during the 
Korean War.

John loved to stay 

abreast of current events; 
he was an intellectual 
and was well-read on a 
variety of topics. He was 
an avid reader of news-
papers, reading the New 
York Times and the 
Detroit Free Press daily.

He was a lover of jazz 
and enjoyed live music, 
as well as shopping for 
and listening to vinyl 
records with his close 
friends and son-in-law.

Much of his free time 
and retirement were 
spent with family and 
friends at his cottage, his 
home-away-from-home, 
in Harrisville. A home he 
designed himself, he 
enjoyed the fresh 
Northern Michigan air 
and views of Lake Huron.

John leaves behind his 
wife, Susan Nowosad, 
and their beloved golden-
doodle, Lulu. He is sur-
vived by his daughters, 
Sarah and Anna; son-in-
law, Jon; and grand-
daughter, Norah.

John Lester “Jack” 
van Becelaere

Jack van Becelaere, 92, 
of Grosse Pointe Woods, 
passed away peacefully 
Sunday, Oct. 24, 2021, at 
his home, surrounded by 
family and friends during 
his brief home hospice 
stay.

He was a Father 
Solanus miracle baby, 
born Feb. 20, 1929, in the 
family home in Grosse 
Pointe to Adiel and Marie 
van Becelaere (née 
Warnez), both now 
deceased.

He grew up in Grosse 
Pointe, graduated from 
Grosse Pointe High 
School in the December 
class and went to work at 
a Chevrolet plant, as well 
as entered the U.S. Naval 
Reserves. He went on 
active duty on a destroyer 
escort along the East 
Coast and after his hon-
orable discharge, used 
the GI Bill to attend the 
University of Detroit, 
University of Texas and 
University of Michigan in 
Ann Arbor, where he met 
the love of his life, Shirley 
Clark, whom he married 
shortly after graduating.

After earning his 
Bachelor of Science 
degree in mechanical 
engineering, Jack joined 
Chrysler Defense, earn-
ing his Master of Science 
degree in mechanical 
engineering through the 
Chrysler Institute. He 
then moved to General 
Motors where he had a 
30-year career in various 
engineering and admin-
istrative positions, fi nally 
retiring to keep up with 
his commitments to fam-
ily and church.

Jack was a loving and 
devoted husband, father, 
grandfather and friend 
who treated everyone he 
met with much respect. 
He was a longtime mem-
ber of Grosse Pointe 
United Methodist Church 
and served in nearly 
every capacity available 
to lay members. After 
Shirley’s death, Jack 
reinvented himself, 
revealing previously 
unknown musical tal-
ents, playing guitar and 
singing in worship and at 
special events.

Jack is survived by his 
son, Charlie (Heidi); 
daughter, Jacki Rumpp 
(Gary ) ;  g randson , 
Christian van Becelaere 
(Mariam Aoraha); and 
granddaughters, Alecia 

Ward (J.T.), and Kayla 
and Faith Rumpp. He was 
predeceased by his wife 
of 61 years, Shirley, his 
parents and his younger 
sister, Joan.

A memorial celebra-
tion of Jack’s life will be 
held at a later date at 
Grosse Pointe United 
Methodist Church.

In lieu of fl owers, dona-
tions may be made to the 
church’s memorial fund.

Share a memory at 
ahpeters.com.

Paul H. 
Townsend Jr.

Paul H. Townsend Jr. 
passed away Sunday, Oct. 
31, 2021.

He was born Oct. 28, 
1932, in Detroit, to Paul 
H. Townsend and Clarissa 
M. Davis Townsend, both 
now deceased.

He moved to Grosse 
Pointe Park with his par-
ents in 1946, and resided 
in the City of Grosse 
Pointe.

He graduated from The 
Hotchkiss School in 
Lakeville, Conn., Yale 
Univers i ty  with a 
Bachelor of Arts degree 
and The University of 
Michigan Law School 
with a Juris Doctor 
degree.

Paul served on active 
duty in the U.S. Army 
from 1954 to 1956, as an 
officer in 553rd Field 
Artillery Battalion and 
later the 77th Field 
Artillery Group at Fort 
Sill in Lawton, Okla., fol-
lowed by six years in the 
U.S. Army inactive 
reserve.

He was admitted to the 
State Bar of Michigan in 
1958, and joined Dykema, 
Jones and Wheat (later 
Dykema, Gossett) law 
firm the same year. He 
specialized in labor and 
employment law, repre-
senting both private and 
public employers.

He served as the fi rm’s 
labor and employment 
law practice group leader 
and taught labor law as 
an adjunct faculty mem-
ber at Wayne State 
University Law School 
during the 1960s.

He retired from the 
Dykema firm in 1998, 
after almost 40 years.

During his active legal 
career, he also served as 
board member and later 
president and chairman 
of Hutzel (formerly 
Woman’s) Hospital in 
Detroit. He played an 
active role in the forma-
tion of Detroit Medical 
Center and served on its 
board of trustees.

He also served as a 
trustee of University 
Liggett School from 1973 
to 1979.

Following retirement 
from law practice, Paul 
served as a neutral arbi-
trator, a member of labor 
arbitration panels for the 
American Arbitration 
Association and Federal 
M e d i a t i o n  a n d 
Conciliation Service, 
serving in cases in 
Michigan, Ohio, Indiana 
and West Virginia.

He also served as 
administrative hearing 
officer for the Civil 
Service Commission of 
Detroit for grievances of 
the city’s non-union 
employees.

He was a member, 
board member, secretary 
and later, president of 
The Huron Mountain 
Club in Michigan’s 
Marquette County. He 

devoted considerable 
time to defending the 
club against potential 
environmental damage 
from proposed sulfide 
mining underneath the 
Salmon Trout River.

He enjoyed hunting, 
fi shing, hiking, canoeing 
and reading history.

Paul was predeceased 
by his spouse, Elizabeth 
“Betsy” Townsend (nee 
Wheat), to whom he was 
married 61 years at the 
time of her death in 2016. 
He is survived by his chil-
dren, Paul H. III (Cathy), 
David R. (Reggie), 
Elizabeth Alltop (Robert) 
and Sarah Reiser (Chris); 
grandchildren, Clarissa 
Klomparens (Brent), Sgt. 
David M. Townsend 
(Michelle), Rebecca 
(Matthew Hill), Ann 
(Zhu-Yi) ,  Margaret 
Elizabeth Braestrup 
(Paul), Eli Townsend, 
Andrew Alltop, James 
Alltop and Katharine 
Alltop; and seven great-
grandchildren. He also 
was predeceased by his 
sister, Ann T. Wood.

At Paul’s request, there 
will be no memorial ser-
vice.

Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to the 
Huron Mountain Club 
Community Fund for its 
endowment fund, at 
Community Foundation 
of Marquette County, 228 
W. Washington St., Ste. 6, 
Marquette, MI 49855, or 
cfofmc.org/giving/huron-
mountain-club-fund.

Marilee Rinke
Marilee Rinke, 90, of 

Grosse Pointe Woods, 
passed away peacefully 
Monday, Oct. 25, 2021.

Marilee was born Mary 
Louise Jaglowicz on April 
3, 1931.

She was educated at St. 
Mary’s Academy of 
Monroe and received her 
Bachelor of Arts degree 
in early childhood educa-
tion from Marygrove 
College in 1953.

M a r i l e e  m a r r i e d 
Richard “Dick” Rinke in 
1954, and they enjoyed 61 
years of marriage before 
Dick passed away in 
2015.

She was a 50-year 
member of the Pettipointe 
Chapter of the Questers 
historical organization 
and held the office of 
state president. In her 
later years, she became 
an avid, prize-winning 
quilter and was a mem-
ber of the Metro Detroit 
Quilt Guild. 

She also was an active 
participant in fundraising 
for the Fontbonne 
Auxiliary of St. John 
Hospital.

Marilee and Dick spent 
many happy days with 
family and friends at their 
summer home on Sand 

Point, near Caseville.
Marilee will be lovingly 

remembered by her chil-
dren, David (the late 
Linda), Paul (Linda), Jeff 
(Sandra) and Cheryl 
(fiancé Dan Thornton). 
She was a doting grand-
mother to Dan Rinke 
(Katie), Dayna Novak 
(Tim), Ryan Rinke, Regan 
Rinke, Richard Morawski 
(Ashley) and James 
Morawski; and the great-
grandmother of three. 
Marilee was the sister of 
Nancy Kucyk (Don) and 
the late Judy DeCosmo 
(Ron).

Marilee will be interred 
alongside Dick at 
Resurrection Cemetery. 
No services are planned 
at this time, but the fam-
ily will hold a Celebration 
of Life Mass and gather-
ing in her honor next 
year.

Daniel Patrick Foy
Daniel Patrick Foy, 26, 

of the City of Grosse 
Pointe, passed away 
Sunday, Oct. 31, 2021.

He was born Sept. 2, 
1995, in Ann Arbor, to 
David and Mary Foy.

Daniel graduated from 
Grosse Pointe South 
High School in 2014. In 
2019, he graduated with 
honors from Hope 
College, earning a 
Bachelor of Arts degree 
in communication with a 
minor in organizational 
leadership.

Daniel was co-manager 
of the football team at 
Hope College and also 
was involved in a Bible 
study group. 

He worked as a video 
specialist in the commu-
nications and financial 
industry.

Daniel was an eight-

year heart transplant and 
stroke survivor. He was 
born with a congenital 
heart condition and 
treated at CS Mott 
Children’s Hospital, 
where the hospital staff 
became his second fam-
ily. He loved all of them 
dearly and especially 
enjoyed being involved in 
fundraiser tailgates dur-
ing his high school years 
to support Mott and the 
University of Michigan. 
Daniel conquered many 
challenges along the way 
with courage and deter-
mination, touching many 
hearts.

Daniel loved all sports, 
especially football and 
hockey, with emphasis on 
the  Univers i ty  of 
Michigan, Detroit Lions 
and Detroit Red Wings. 
He enjoyed his Fantasy 
Football team more than 
anything.

He loved to travel and 
was especially attached 
to Seattle, where he vis-
ited his cousin, and 
Boston, where he visited 
a friend. He loved to 
spend time with family 
and friends and play 
cards and cornhole. He 
loved his dog, Moose, 
with all his heart.

He is survived by his 
parents, David and Mary; 
sister, Emma Rose; and 
brother, Ian.

A service will be held at 
a later date. 

In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations may 
be made to the Mott Save 
A Heart Campaign Fund, 
Michigan Medicine Offi ce 
of Development, 777 E. 
Eisenhower Pkwy., Ste. 
650, Ann Arbor, MI 
48108; or call (734) 764-
6777 or visit victors.us/
danielfoy.

John van Becelaere

Daniel Patrick Foy

John Nowosad

Marilee Rinke

Charles H. Horner Jr.

Paul H. Townsend Jr.

See OBITS, page 6B

A memorial service for
Carolyn “Candi” Royer

will be celebrated at
11 a.m. Friday, November 12,

at Grosse Pointe Memorial Church,
16 Lake Shore Dr., Grosse Pointe Farms.

Carolyn’s obituary appeared in the
Grosse Pointe News March 26, 2020.

A A memorial service for
RiRiccharard Kinsey Royer

also wwilill bee ccele ebrated at the
same time annd d place.



The Promising Artists 
Council of the Grosse 
P o i n t e  A r t i s t s 
Association wants to do 
its part in sharing the 
spirit of the holidays 
with friends and neigh-
bors.

Student artists are 
offering their creative 
ta lents  across  the 
Pointes, to businesses 

looking to spruce up 
their holiday displays 
with glad tidings painted 
on their windows.

The process is easy. 
Those interested merely 
need to let the Promising 
Artists Council know 
what they’d like their 
display to look like by 
Friday, Nov. 12. The 
team will have a design 

m e e t i n g 
S a t u r d a y , 
Nov. 13, then 
share their 
ideas with the 
b u s i n e s s e s 
before paint-
ing begins 
S a t u r d a y , 
Nov. 20.

Cost is $150 
per window. 

The fee covers design, 
materials, labor and 
removal after the holi-
days.

The council hopes this 
project helps promote 
the holiday spirit among 
business customers and 
neighbors, while at the 

same time supports the 
Grosse Pointe Artists 
Association’s free arts 
p r o g r a m m i n g  f o r 
seniors and veterans.

To place an order, 
email gpaa@grossepoin-
teartcenter.org or call 
(313) 881-3454.
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Chamber of Commerce. 
Chamber organizations 

across the state served as 
clearinghouses for thou-
sands of businesses and 
their communities strug-
gling to make sense of 
rapidly changing man-
dates that forced many 
organizations to close 
their doors, move to 
remote operations or 
identify essential employ-
ees overnight. Chamber 
staff worked tirelessly at 
the forefront to answer 

q u e s t i o n s ,  d i r e c t 
resources and advocate 
for the entire business 
community. 

“ D e s p i t e  f a c i n g 
changes to their own 
business models and los-
ing event revenue and 
dues investments from 
members going out of 
business, chambers 
stayed committed to serv-
ing the businesses in 
their communities and 
fi nding innovative ways 
to deliver programming,” 
said Bob Thomas, chief 
operating officer of the 
Michigan Chamber of 
Commerce. 

The MACP tradition-
a l l y  a w a r d s  t h e 
Outstanding Chamber of 
Commerce Award to indi-
vidual chambers of com-
merce based on a 
comprehensive applica-
tion judged by chamber 
of commerce profession-
als from other state asso-
ciations. This year, the 
association board of 
directors elected to award 
all the chambers in the 
state an award of distinc-
tion for their roles in sup-
porting the business 
community and making 
tough choices to survive 
the pandemic. 

“Any chamber that is 
able to offer programs 
and support its members 
after a year of being shut-
down deserves to be rec-
ognized,” Bauman said. 

The MACP is the indus-
try association for more 
than 300 chambers in 
Michigan. Its mission is 
to build excellence in 
chambers of commerce 
through organizational 
and board-level resource 
support, professional 
development for cham-
ber staff and to promote 
the importance of cham-
bers of commerce across 
the state.

CHAMBER:
Continued from page 4B

Theresa Delisi 
DeRoo

Revered Detroit artist 
and painter, Theresa 
Delisi DeRoo, passed 
away Saturday, Oct. 30, 
2021, at the age of 57, of 
cancer.

Theresa is survived by 
her husband, Timothy; 
mother, Judith; and 
d a u g h t e r s ,  N i c o l e 
(Frankl in) ,  Kaycee 
(Wyatt), Julia and Rose. 
She was the beloved sis-
ter to Ann, Salvatore, 
Francesco and Nino and 
adored Nana to six 
grandchildren.

Through her company, 
Paintwork Detroit, she 
beautified and restored 
historic Detroit land-
marks including the Fox 
Theatre, Orchestra Hall, 
The Fisher Building and 
The Detroit Yacht Club.

Visitation takes place 
from 2 to 8 p.m. Saturday, 
Nov.  6 ,  at  Chas. 
Verheyden Inc., 16300 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Park. The family will 
receive guests from 10:30 
a.m. until the time of the 
service at 11:30 a.m. 
Sunday, Nov. 7.

Doris Michaux
Doris Michaux, 90, of 

Grosse Pointe Shores, 
passed away at her home 
Friday, Oct. 29, 2021, sur-
rounded by her family.

She was born July 14, 
1931, in Sterling Heights, 
to Edward and Hattie 
Boettcher, both now 
deceased.

She was the beloved 
wife of the late Harold 
Michaux, whom she mar-
ried in 1953. They raised 
their fi ve children while 
helping her husband and 
in-laws, William and 
Mary, with chores on the 
Michaux family farm, 
one of the last working 
farms in all of the Pointes.

She was a loving 
mother to her children, 
Sharon Lovric (Peter), 
Harold Michaux (Lynn), 
K e n n e t h  M i c h a u x 

(Mary), Kathy Michaux 
and David Michaux 
(Deanna); dear grand-
mother to Megan, Erin, 
Evan, Emily, Rebecca, 
Jenna, Sarah and Jacob; 
and special great-grand-
mother to Sophia and 
Lily. Doris was prede-
ceased by her husband, 
Harold, in 1987.

Private services will be 
held at a future date.

Memorial contribu-
tions may be made in her 
memory to St. Jude 
Children’s Research 
H o s p i t a l ,  3 2 1 2 1 
Woodward Ave., Ste. 350, 
Royal Oak, MI 48073, 
stjude.org.

Memorial

Anna “Ann” 
Kondak

Family and friends are 
invited to a Celebration 
of Life luncheon gather-
ing for Ann Kondak at 
noon Saturday, Nov. 20. 
Contact the family at 
(248) 644-5698 for 
details. Ann’s obituary 
appeared in the Grosse 
Pointe News Oct. 8, 2020.

OBITS:
Continued from page 5B

Theresa Delisi DeRoo

Promising Artists hope to spread 
holiday spirit across the Pointes
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Samples of students’ work.

The Pieces Be With You 
quilt association at St. 
P a u l  E v a n g e l i c a l 
Lutheran Church hosts a 
fundraiser sale of hand-
crafted quilts and more 
to help members recover 
from the June fl ood that 
destroyed everything in 
the ministry. The sale is 

from 6 to 9 p.m. Friday, 
Nov. 5, and 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Saturday, Nov. 6, at 
375 Lothrop in Grosse 
Pointe Farms.

Just in time for the gift-
shopping season, hun-
dreds of affordable items 
are for sale, from $3 to 
$300. The sale includes 

more than 50 quilts in 
modern to traditional 
styles, plus fashionable 
bags and totes; colorful 
backpacks; Christmas 
and Thanksgiving décor, 
from wall hangings to 
tree skirts to ornaments; 
kitchenware like micro-
wave cozies, potholders 

and casserole carriers; 
quilts and books for 
baby; pillow cases, wine 
bags and more.

An online auction fea-
turing six quilts runs 
through Sunday, Nov. 7, 
at spelc.betterworld.org. 
Donations also may be 
made on the site.

Fundraiser this Friday, Saturday

Music at Memorial’s 2021-22 sea-
son continues Sunday, Nov. 7, with 
“Melodies for Two,” an afternoon of 
Scandinavian music to celebrate a 
new collection of arrangements for 
two players by Marilyn Biery and 
Stephanie Shapiro. 

“Melodies for Two” was pub-
lished by GIA Publications of 
Chicago in 2021, and features 
music by Grieg, Sibelius, Nielson 
and three Swedish female compos-
ers. 

The performers are Laura Larson 
on flute, Stephanie Shapiro on 
oboe, Rose Urbiel on violin and 
Marilyn Biery on organ and piano. 

This concert is made possible by 
a bequest from the Dahling family.

The Nov. 7 concert begins at 3 
p.m. Tickets are $10 in advance, 
$15 at the door, and are available at 
the church reception desk or by vis-
iting eventgroove.com and search-
ing “Grosse Pointe Memorial 
Church.”

Music at Memorial presents ‘Melodies for Two’

COURTESY PHOTO

Stephanie Shapiro, left, and 
Marilyn Biery.

Doris Michaux

Questers
The next meeting of 

Pettipointe Questers 
Chapter 243 takes place 
at 10:45 a.m. Thursday, 
Nov. 4, at Ardmore Place 
in St. Clair Shores. David 
Dolby will speak on “The 
I m p o r t a n c e  o f 
P r e s e r v a t i o n  o f 
Cher i shed  I t ems . ” 

Meetings take place the 
first Thursday of each 
month at various loca-
tions, usually on the east 
side of Detroit. Email 
pettipointequesters@
gmail.com.

Find a complete listing 
of Area Activities online 
at grossepointenews.com

AREA ACTIVITIES

Worship
      ServiceSunday 10AM services are on

Zoom Meeting online and phone
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4105997963

415-762-9988, then enter 4105997963
AND with a Drive-in service in 

the parking lot

www.gpcong.org

Grosse Pointe
Congregational

Church
(United Church of Christ )

SUNDAY
8:15 & 10:45 a.m. - Worship Service

9:30 a.m. - Bible Study
10:45 a.m. - Sunday School

MONDAY
7 p.m. - Worship Service

2nd & 4th Monday of the Month
WEDNESDAY
10 a.m. - Bible Study

Randy S. Boelter, Pastor
Making New Disciples-
Building Stronger Ones

Christ the King
Lutheran Church

and Preschool
Mack at Lochmoor • 884-5090

www.christthekinggp.org

Sanctuary Worship
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
Online Worship &
Zoom Communion
www.stpaulgp.org
All are Welcome!

Rev. Krister Ulmanis,
Interim Pastor

110421

15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park, 
Michigan 48230-1302

Ambrose
Saint

Catholic Church

Masses
Saturday Vigil — 4:00 p.m.
Sunday — 8:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.
Tuesday — 8:30 a.m.
Thursday — 7:00 p.m.
Friday — Noon
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Sunday Worship at 10:00 a.m.
followed by Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall

20475 Sunningdale Park 
(313) 884-4820                 www.stmichaelsgpw.org      

800 Vernier Road
(Corner of Wedgewood)
(313) 884-5040

Rev. Sean Motley, Senior Pastor
~ “Go Make Disciples” ~

www.feelc.org

FIRST ENGLISH EVANGELICAL
   LUTHERAN CHURCH

 9:30 am  - Worship Service
 9:45 am  - Spark Church

 11:00 am  - Worship Service
Everyone is Welcome!

Amanda Onoro, director preschool@feelc.org
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GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — Maureen 
Bennett, a Woods resident 
more than 30 years and a 
healthcare professional, 
learned about Little Free 
Libraries when her 
24-year-old book-loving 
daughter, Delaney 
Bennett, visited home 
from Boston and was up-
set all the big bookstores 
were closing.

“She likes to just hold a 
book and read it,” Bennett 
said. “She went with her 
girlfriend, Katie, and said, 
‘We’re going to take a tour 
of where the free libraries 
are.’”

She told her mother 
there were lots in St. Clair 
Shores and Bennett was 
confused as to why there 
weren’t many in the 
Woods, their town.

“That became the jour-
ney of getting a hold of the 
city and asking them,” 
Bennett said. “And they 
graciously said yes.”

She ordered the Little 
Free Library and, once it 
came in, got to work build-
ing, decorating and install-
ing the project — something 
which brought her artistic 
side great joy.

“I love to paint,” 
Bennett said. “I work in 
healthcare and for the 
last two years, it seems, 
it’s been nothing but very 
stressful and those hob-
bies have gone to the 
wayside. I decided to 
kind of take back that 
control in what gives me 
happiness and thought, 
‘Alright, I’m going to add 
my personal touch to it 
and kind of create a com-
munity of kindness 
because I think we all 
need that.’

“It was probably one of 
the nicest couple of 
weeks painting this in the 
backyard that I’ve had in 
quite a while,” she added.

Bennett painted the 
sides of the Little Free 
Library to encapsulate 
each of the four seasons, 
with the inside covered in 
wintry trees. She paid 
homage to her daughter 
on the side, painting the 
spine of her daughter’s 

favorite book, “The 
Outsiders” by S. E. 
Hinton, and her own, 
“Char l i e  and  the 
Chocolate Factory” by 
Roald Dahl. On the back, 
she added the spine of 
“Paddle to the Sea” by 
Holling C. Holling out of 
respect for all the Mason 
Elementary School 
teachers,  who she 
remembers teaching her 
kids the book. 

A dog lover at heart, 
the Little Free Library is 
named after Bennett’s 
past and present pups, 
Takoda, Luna, Otter, Loki 
and Belle. She even 
attached a metal hook 
with an engraved paw 
print to hold a doggy-bag 
dispenser, on which a 
bottle of hand sanitizer 
also hangs, in tribute to 
her healthcare back-
ground. 

Bennett’s library has 
been installed in front of 
her home a little more 
than three weeks now, 
fi lled with books ranging 
from infant to adult that 
the family was willing to 
part with. She encour-
aged all her neighbors to 
stop by and pick up or 
drop off a book.

“I have learned that we 
are so fast-paced,” she 
said. “We are so on the 
phones and social media. 
We never have a chance 
to converse like this nor-
mally. I think I just want 
to step back to a time 
where books are able to 
be held and neighbors 
are able to share and 
enjoy that.”

The “Sharing Library 
of Takoda, Otter, Luna, 
Belle and Loki” may be 
visited on the 2000 block 
of Van Antwerp.

Creating a community of kindness

20542 Harper
(Lennon and Harper)

(313) 884-1551
www.gpaas.org

GROSSE POINTE ANIMAL ADOPTION SOCIETY

EASY TO DONATE TO GPAAS
Amazon.smile!

Kroger Community Rewards
www.gpaas.org (donate/wishlist) 

 

Oakley Oakley 

Oodles of Cute Cuddly Ki ttens!Oodles of Cute Cuddly Ki ttens!

Male, Male, 
1 year old,1 year old,
AustralianAustralian
Shepherd.Shepherd.

Playful Boy. Playful Boy. 

OPEN FOR ADOPTIONS
BY APPOINTMENT

313-884-1551

gpa

Meet Meet Fiona 
Female, 1 year old, Tortoiseshell. Female, 1 year old, Tortoiseshell. 

Friendly Female Cat.Friendly Female Cat.

110421

ONE PER CUSTOMER • MUST 
PRESENT COUPON • NOT VALID 

WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

WITH COUPON/NO COPIES • LIMIT ONE 
PER HOUSEHOLD • DOES NOT APPLY TO 

COMMERCIAL ACCOUNTS OR CONTRACTORS
EXPIRES EXPIRES NOVEMBER 30, 2021 EXPIRES EXPIRES NOVEMBER 30, 2021GPN110421 GPN110421

PINT PAINT SAMPLE
FREE

ENTIRE PURCHASE
10% OFF

Home of

20725 Mack Ave.
313.924.5563
www.teknicolors.com

Your neighborhood 
paint experts.

Paint • Tools • Expertise

Hours
Monday - Friday 7am - 5:30pm
Saturday 8am - 2pm

 • Great fl ow and leveling
 • Outstanding durability in any fi nish
 • Fast drying for quick recoat
 • Paint and Primer together

PREMIUM WATERBORNE INTERIOR PAINT

By Kate Vanderstelt
Staff Writer

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT. 

Maureen Bennett’s Little Free Library is painted to depict the four seasons on 
each side, with the inside covered in wintry trees. Attached is a paver encouraging 
visitors to “scatter kindness” and a dog-themed hook holding doggy bags  and 
hand sanitizer, paying homeage to Bennett’s love for pets and healthcare.The li-
brary may be found in the 2000 block of Van Antwerp.

Two of the seasons, fall and spring, are depicted on two sides of the Little Free 
Library. Bennett painted hers and her daughter’s favorite books on the fi rst 
side of the Little Free Library.

Above, Bennett used her artistic skills to paint 
spring on the Little Free Library. Below, summer is 
depicted.

Readers invited to pick up a book
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DEAR ABBY: Thirty-
fi ve years ago I was raped 
by a stranger. He told me 
he would kill me if I ever 

told anyone. I never told 
my husband (now ex-), 
mostly because I was 
afraid if I did he would 

never touch me again.
So I lived with the 

secret. It eventually tore 
our marriage apart and 

we divorced. 
Although we have both 

moved on and remarried, 
we have remained in touch. 

I am 60 now and he is 64.
I yearn to tell him the 

story before one of us 
leaves this Earth. I want 
him to understand and 
hopefully forgive me for 
the events that drove us 
apart. The need to tell 
him is so strong, I cry 
about it. Please advise 
me on this. -- STILL NOT 
OVER IT IN MARYLAND

DEAR  STILL NOT 
OVER: If it will bring 
you comfort, reveal the 
secret you hid from 
y o u r  e x - h u s b a n d . 
However, before you do, 
I urge you to fi rst dis-
close it to someone 
trained to help victims 

of rape.
If there’s a rape treat-

ment center near you, 
please make an appoint-
ment. If there isn’t one, 
a referral from your 
doctor to a licensed 
mental health profes-
sional would also be 
beneficial. Trust me on 
that.

Dear Abby is written 
by Abigail Van Buren, 
also known as Jeanne 
Ph i l l ips ,  and  was 
founded by her mother, 
Pauline Phillips. Contact 
Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. 
Box 69440, Los Angeles, 
CA 90069.

Rape victim has kept it a secret for decades Dear Abby
by Abigail Van Buren

The #MeToo movement 
outed only the top guilty 
parties, but the entertain-
ment industry is fi lled with 
similar expectations of new-
bies and up-and-coming 
actors, alleges a woman 
who wanted nothing but to 
write fi lm scripts until she 
discovered the extras that 
were expected of her.

As a highly attractive 
young woman with a sharp 
mind and high test scores, 
Ms. X was accepted into the 
competitive program in 
screenwriting.

She learned the topic 
quickly, yet despite her 
quick-study performance, 
the professor asked her 
what she was willing to do 
for her degree. She fi rmly 
refused all advances, com-
pleted the degree and 
secured a coveted job.

It was then made clear the 
expectations of “extras” 
were an industry standard. 
It wasn’t enough to be good 
or even great, and she dis-

covered being attractive had 
major drawbacks.

At fi rst, she blamed her-
self; maybe her hair was too 
beautiful along with her 
total appearance. She made 
a point of covering her body 
with conservative clothing; 
it didn’t change things. 

From every man she met, 
she received unwanted 
“solicitations.” These went 
up the ladder as did the con-
nections. Their job titles 
made no difference.

The propositions were 
not physically threatening, 
but the threat of success on 
the job was there. It was 
upsetting to discover that 
being good in the job was 
not valued on its own.

“They all wanted more ... 
and each time I got solicited 
sickened and angered me. I 
even cried but it made no 
difference.” The goal of 
becoming an accomplished 
scriptwriter was not going 
to happen without fulfi lling 
these sexual expectations.

The question then 
becomes: “What if a woman 
is not attractive?” Does she 
not get hired? Does she get 
hired and left alone? She 
discovered that even women 
who were not “lookers” 
were propositioned. 

The #MeToo movement 
seemed to help only the top 
movie stars when it should 
have exposed all the guilty 
parties in the entertainment 
business. Instead, many of 
the affected women left the 
business and the experience 
ended their dreams.

She began wondering 
how far those propositions 
went in school, so she called 
her previous classmates to 
ask about their experiences. 
They agreed to be open and 
admitted the professor 
made the same proposition 
of sex for the degree. Some 
gave in, but those who did 
not discovered his threats 
about their grades were not 
to be carried out.

The question now is how 

any woman survives in the 
industry without a champion 
who protects her. What hap-
pens with the young men who 
share similar dreams?

Cleaning up an entire 
industry seems impossible 
when those in power aren’t 
on board. Morals and values 
have disintegrated in this 
country. We have seen this 
in many fi elds, not just in 
entertainment. 

The public has been split 
in their emotions -- some 
groups revolt but address 
irrelevant issues, which 
doesn’t help any major 
group, while others post 
complaints about misogyny 
but do nothing to organize a 
movement against the con-
tributing problems.

“The problem is in the 
women’s attitudes. They 

continue to be nice to the 
very parties who threaten 
them. Women don’t speak 
out.” The only time Ms. X 
expressed anger was when 
she was alone with a man. 
She voiced that anger loudly 
and the man backed off. 
Perhaps it’s the women who 
need training in fi nding their 
voice. Perhaps they need to 
learn that angrily saying no 
might actually work. Until 
assertiveness training returns 
to the forefront, women will 
remain as guilty parties in a 
behavior they profess to hate.

In the meantime, the public 
is left hanging and forced to 
accept the status quo. It seems 
every industry needs leaders 
to shape it and take charge to 
ensure talented individuals 
get acknowledged.

The future of the workplace 

needs people like Rosa Parks 
and Martin Luther King Jr.; 
unsung heroes for the unknown; 
perhaps even Joan of Arc. People 
who know what they stand for 
and make sure the public hears 
the message are needed for 
changes to be made.

The female population has 
to take responsibility for their 
behavior. They must learn that 
the courage to say no and 
mean it is their path to the free-
dom to follow their dreams.

Email career and life 
c o a c h :  L i n d s e y @
LindseyNovak.com with 
your workplace problems 
and issues. Ms. Novak 
responds to all emails. For 
more information, visit 
www.lindseynovak.com, 

C o p y r i g h t  2 0 2 1 
Creators.com.

At Work
by Lindsey Novak

I ’m a  43-year- o ld 
woman in my second mar-
riage with a man who’s 
also on his second mar-
riage. We are both deter-
mined to make this 
marriage our last! We 
have a scheduled date 
night. We make sure inti-
macy happens weekly. I’d 
like to know whether there 
are other things we can do 
to keep from walking 
down the aisle a third 
time. 

— Hopeful

In some marriages, 
somebody could lose con-
sciousness and it wouldn’t 
be all that noticeable.

Date nights are good for 
keeping the marital jets 
firing, as is having sex 
weekly, but regular dates 
and romance don’t change 
how being married is like 
subscribing to Netfl ick.

No, my copyeditor isn’t 
day-drinking, and yes, I 
mean “flick.” Netflick 
would have only one 
movie, and you and your 
partner would be forced 
to watch it every night of 
your life together...until 
one or  both of  you 
shrivel up and die of 
boredom or start dialing 
jackals with law licenses 
(aka divorce lawyers). 

What can help is mak-
ing your married life more 
like single people’s lives -- 
uh, in ways that don’t 
remodel your vows into 
something more along the 
lines of suggestions.

In a New York Times 
op-ed, social historian 
S t e p h a n i e  C o o n t z 
explains, “Single people 
generally have wider 
social networks than mar-
ried couples, who tend to 
withdraw into their cou-
pledom.” Though mar-
riage “can provide a 
bounty of emotional, prac-
tical and fi nancial support 
… fi nding the right mate 
is no substitute for having 
friends and other inter-
ests.” 

D i s a p p o i n t i n g l y , 
Coontz trots out a view 
widely (and uncritically) 
a c c e p t e d  a m o n g 
researchers: “On aver-
age,  married people 
report higher well-being 
than singles.” And sure, 
there are studies that 
conclude this.

However, social psy-
chologist Bella DePaulo 
points out rather glaring 
flaws in some of the 
research making this 
claim. For example, she 
observes  that  even 
respected developmental 

psychologist E. Mavis 
Hetherington couldn’t see 
her faulty reasoning in 
concluding: “Happily mar-

ried couples are healthier, 
happier, wealthier, and 
sexier than are singles.”

T h e  p r o b l e m ? 
Hetherington is compar-
ing a subset of married 
people  - -  HAPPILY 
MARRIED people (as 
opposed to ALL married 
people) -- with ALL single 
people. I put this in per-
spective in a 2013 column: 
“Yes, shockingly, happily 
married people are hap-
pier  than c l in ical ly 
depressed single people.”

 In fact, people who are 
unhappily single -- who 
feel “distress” about being 
single -- tend to be those 
who’d previously been 

married (and especially 
those newly divorced or 
widowed), notes Coontz. 
About the single-’n’-miser-
ableness of the newly 
divorced or widowed, you 
might think, “Duh.. .
they’re lonely or griev-

ing!” Some or many might 
be. But I think Coontz is 
onto something in advis-
ing married people to “cul-
t ivate the ski l ls  of 
successful singlehood.”

(Conversely, “people 
who are successful as sin-
gles” -- meaning socially 
connected and relatively 
content with their lives -- 
“are especially likely to 
end up in happy marriages, 
in large part because of the 
personal  and social 
resources they developed 
before marrying.”)

Coontz suggests you 
bring other people into 
your marriage -- though 
not like they did in the 

‘70s at those suburban 
parties with all the couples 
dropping their keys into a 
bowl. She’s talking about 
friendships with people 
beyond your spouse, and 
ideally, not just one or two 
others but a whole group.

Research (by evolution-
ary social psychologist 
Stephanie Brown, among 
others) consistently fi nds 
being socially connected 
increases individuals’ per-
sonal well-being and is 
even associated with bet-
ter physical health.

Likewise, “maintaining 
social networks … after 
marriage” can also 
“enhance and even revital-
ize your marriage,” writes 
Coontz.

As for how you two 
could put this into prac-
tice, you might start by 
making some date nights 
double-date nights. This 
might seem like a bad 
idea - -  a  date-night 
romance- and intimacy-
killer. However, Coontz 
describes a date-night 
experiment in which 
researchers “assigned 
some couples to spend 
time by themselves and 
have deeply personal 
conversations,” while 
others were set up with a 
couple they’d never met 
“and told to initiate simi-
lar conversations.”

Afterward, all of the 
couples “reported greater 

satisfaction with their 
relationship,” but only 
those who’d been on the 
double date reported 
feeling more “romantic 
passion” for each other!

Because it seems “the 
more” really is the (mari-
tally) merrier, you and your 
husband could also host 
regular dinner parties, 
cocktail hours, brunches, 
and/or game nights. 
However, it’s also impor-
tant that you each maintain 
individual interests, activi-
ties, and friendships.

Ironically, regularly 
spending less time together 
-- as well as following wise 
advice from Coontz to each 
maintain your ability to be 
self-reliant -- should help 
you avoid going your 
separate ways.

It’s great if your rela-
tionship starts to remind 
you of an iconic one in a 
classic movie -- but not if 
the movie is “Cast Away,” 
starring Tom Hanks and 
a volleyball he draws a 
face on so he won’t be all 
alone on a desert island.

Got a problem? Write 
Amy Alkon, 171 Pier Ave, 
#280, Santa Monica, CA  
9 0 4 0 5 ,  o r  e - m a i l
AdviceAmy@aol.com. @
amyalkon on Twitter. 
Weekly podcast: blog-
talkradio.com/amyalkon.

(c)2021, Amy Alkon, 
all rights reserved.

The Science Advice Goddess
by Amy Alkon

On crowd nine

Appliance
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For the holidays
everything tastes better 

on a new stove...

Me too wasn’t enough



The  convent iona l 
wisdom that has per-
vaded the wine-loving 
community for the last 
several decades could 
very well be updated 
by newer rules that 
make more sense.

But for reasons that are 
unclear to me, the new 
rules have never been 
widely disseminated.

One of  those old 
“rules,” in which we 
ta lk  about  serv ing 
white wines with fish 
and red wines with 
meat, has long since 
been  debunked  as 
ridiculous. There are 
so many exceptions to 
that  genera l iza t ion 
that it simply doesn’t 
make any particular 
sense.

Sea bass is a fish, 
b u t  “ s e a  b a s s 
Veracruz,” made with 
olives and tomatoes, 
likely would be best 
with a medium weight 
merlot or a pinot noir.

Other new rules are 
not quite as obviously 
i n c o r r e c t .  F o r 
i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  o l d 
“rule” about aging all 
wine bottles on their 
s ide  to  keep the ir 
corks moist (so they 
don’t dry out) is still a 
s o u n d  i d e a ,  b u t 
Champagne and other 
sparkling wines prob-
ably ought to be kept 
standing upright.

Severa l  sparkl ing 
winemakers told me 
this over the last few 
years. They say that 
keeping a Champagne 
cork wet  for  years 
actually might com-
press it so much that it 
loses its elasticity and 
could al low oxygen 

into the bottle.
Another old rule is 

that white wine should 
be served well chilled. 
Although this is prob-
ably fine for certain 
wines, such as those 
with residual  sugar 

such as r iesl ing or 
gewerztraminer, wines 
such as chardonnay 

and many Loire Valley 
Sauvignon Blancs are 
best served just cool.

Similarly, red wines 
probably should never 
to be served at “room 
temperature,” espe-
cially if the room is at 

75 or 80 degrees. I 
believe red wines taste 
much better at around 

60 or 65 degrees, mean-
ing that you probably 
have been served red 
wines in restaurants 
that simply are too 
warm to enjoy.

Pulling the cork on 
a bottle of wine to let 
i t  “breathe”  is  yet 
another ancient rule 
that makes no sense 
at all. The tiny amount 
of air that gets to the 
w i n e  t h r o u g h  t h e 
small neck of the bot-
tle is negligible. To 
help a wine breathe, 
decant it.

Decanting is also at 
the heart of another 
myth, that old wines 
should be aerated by 
decanting. Old wines 
tend to be fragile and 
are most susceptible 
to oxidation. This is 
only accelerated i f 
you decant them. 

The older a wine is, 
the more you should 
consider not decant-
ing it  at all ,  except 

perhaps to pour it off 
any sediment that’s in 
the bottle -- and then 
plan to consume it as 
quickly as you can, 
before oxygen ruins it.

Another  s i l ly  o ld 
rule is that older wines 
a r e  b e t t e r  t h a n 
younger ones.

S u c h  g e n e r a l i z a -
tions make no sense. 
Some wines are at 
their  absolute  best 
when they are young, 
and others probably 
s h o u l d n’ t  b e  c o n -
sumed until they’re 10 
years old.

Each wine has its 
own aging cycle, and 
knowing a lot about 
wine  he lps  you to 
know when to enjoy it 
at its peak.

And there are no 
particular rules that 
are general enough to 
apply here. Beaujolais, 
for instance, is typi-
cally made to be con-
sumed quite young, 

but  several  qual i ty 
B e a u j o l a i s  a r e 
intended to be aged 
for two to four years.

Wine of the Week: 
2 0 1 9  F o p p i a n o 
S a u v i g n o n  B l a n c , 
Russian River Valley 
($20) -- The aroma of 
this attractive medium 
weight  whi te  wine 
leans a l itt le bit on 
kiwi fruit, citrus, and 
tangerine, and the mid 
palate  is  re lat ively 
lush and textured, but 
t h e  a c i d  i s  h i g h 
enough to make it a 
superb companion to 
seafood. The winery 
suggests  that  i t  be 
served lightly chilled.    

To fi nd out more about 
Dan Berger and read 
features  by  o ther 
Creators Syndicate writ-
ers and cartoonists, visit 
the Creators Syndicate 
webpage at www.cre-
ators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2021
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Amuse-bouche, in 
French, literally means 
“mouth amuser”. This 
recipe emcompasses 
that meaning perfectly. I 
make it every year for 
Thanksgiving. It’s not 
heavy and gets every-
one’s palate ready for 
the main event.

If you go through all 
the trouble of cooking so 
much for the meal, why 
stuff them beforehand.

This recipe is my 
interpretation of a bar 
snack served in our 
favorite French restau-
rant in Boston, Brasserie 
Jo.  The restaurant 
unfortunately closed so 
we try to keep it’s tradi-
tion alive.

Crunchy, fl avorful car-
rots and fennel soak up 
all the delicious mari-
nade. I’m always heavy 
handed with horserad-
ish and parsley.

L e m o n  m a k e s  i t 
a lmost  s ing  in  your 
mouth.  I t  real ly does 
n e e d  2 4  h o u r s , 
which I  love because 
i t  i s  one less  thing I 

need  to  worry about 
on the day of.

The dish pairs per-
fectly with the beauti-
ful Oval Eared dish 
from Pillivuyt. I found 
it at Atelier along with 
their new line of beau-
tiful fall towels from 
Coucke.

M y  s u g g e s t i o n ? 
Change it up this year 
and serve them some 
tasty amuse-bouche to 
start.

Brasserie Marinated 
Carrots and Fennel

8 large carrots

1 fennel bulb

2 tbsp horseradish

¼ cup parsley, chopped
Juice of 1 lemon

¼ cup white wine

1tbsp dijon mustard

¼ cup apple cider vin-
egar

½ cup olive oil

1 tsp each sugar, salt, 
pepper

Start by peeling the 
carrots and cutting them 
into uniform planks, 
about 4 inches long. 
Using a peeler, peel the 
outer layer of the fennel, 
take out the core and 
slice thinly.

Add the vegetables to 
a large ziploc bag. Now 
make the vinaigrette. In 
a medium bowl, whisk 
together the lemon 
juice, mustard, white 
wine, vinegar, sugar, 
salt and pepper. Slowly 
whisk in the olive oil 
until emulsifi ed.

Add to the carrots 
a n d  f e n n e l  a l o n g 
with the horseradish 
and parsley.

Give the bag a good 
shake and place in the 
fridge for at least 24 

hours. Serve on a plat-
ter with cocktail nap-
kins, readily available.

Courtesy of Mombeau’s Table
Thanksgiving : Act 1

PHOTO COURTESY OF KAREN FERGUSON

New rules

Happy Hour Tuesday through Friday 3PM - 5PM
LUNCH Tuesday - Friday 11:30AM - 3:00PM

CALL FOR SHOW TIMES AND RESERVATIONS

(313) 882-5299 
97 KERCHEVAL, GROSSE POINTE FARMS, MI 48236

DIRTYDOGJAZZ.COM

Open for Lunch
Tue. - Fri. 11:30 - 3PM

RESERVATIONS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED
Upscale Dining & Jazz Favorites! 

102821

-TUESDAYS-
1 SEATING: 6:00PM-8:00PM (Ron English plays from 6:30PM-8:00PM)

-WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY-
1SEATING: 6:00PM-8:30PM (Performer plays from 7:00PM-8:30PM)

-FRIDAY & SATURDAY- 2 Seatings each night
1st SEATING: 6:00PM-8:00PM (Performer plays from 6:30PM-7:30PM)

2nd SEATING: 8:30PM-10:30PM (Performer plays from 9:00PM-10:00PM

SPANGLER/PAXTONSPANGLER/PAXTON
SEPTET

November 17 through
November 20

DEMETRIUS NABORSDEMETRIUS NABORS
JAZZ PIANIST

November 10 Through
November 13

EMMET COHENEMMET COHEN
JAZZ PIANIST

November 5 & 6

KIMMIE HORNEKIMMIE HORNE
JAZZ VOCALIST

November 3 & 4

BEST
BEST

of the

20        21

or check us out onor check us out on
Doordash, Grubhub Doordash, Grubhub 

and UberEatsand UberEats

CALL for CALL for 
CARRY-OUTCARRY-OUT

313-881-5675313-881-5675
18666 Mack Avenue

Grosse Pointe Farms
313-881-5675

Thank You
Frontline 
Heroes!

110421

SEE 
MENU

yKennedy’s

EST. 
1980

MONDAY
NIGHT

FOOTBALL
SPECIALS!

TRY OUR
NEW
CRISPY

CHICKEN
SANDWICH!

17133 Kercheval Avenue
313-264-1996
ateliergp.com

the Registry
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Subscribe To The

And Have It Delivered
Every Thursday!

Don’t Let
Bad Weather

Stop You From
Getting The Latest 

News!
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Is it too early to get 
excited about the holiday 
season? I know Halloween 
is barely over, but every 
child I know is perpetu-
ally looking forward to 
Santa, snow and all things 
Christmas.

In addition to estate 
and grounds tours led by 
incredible staff members, 
Ford House boasts a 

packed calendar full of 
events for all ages, includ-
ing kids! There’s plenty 
of holiday magic to be 
found at Ford House this 
year and we are sharing a 
few events we think 
would be perfect for kids 
and families to enjoy! 
These events sell out 
quickly, so make sure to 
head online and purchase 

your tickets early!

1. There’s always time 
for a story! Ford House is 
offering storytime ses-
sions every Tuesday 
morning at 10:30 a.m. 
between Nov. 2 and 16. 
After listening to the 
story, “Stone Soup,” chil-
dren and families can 
spend the day exploring 
the grounds of the house. 
These storytime sessions 
are free and pre-registra-
tion on their website is 
recommended prior to 
attending.

2. There’s something so 
magical about holiday 
lights. Enjoy a winter 

walk with your family 
and friends at Starry 
Lights. This interactive 
display of light and sound 
allows visitors to walk the 
grounds and view a beau-
tiful light show and ani-
mations. Plus, there is a 
concession stand that will 
sell snacks and warm bev-
erages — or try dining at 
their amazing new restau-
rant, The Continental. 
This event runs every 
T h u r s d a y  t h r o u g h 
Sunday, from Nov. 18 
through Jan. 9.

3. Another popular 
event at Ford House is 
Breakfast with Santa! The 
opportunity to see Santa 

is always fun for kids, 
especially right before 
Christmas. This event is 
offered on two dates, Dec. 
12 and 19. Santa will be 
visiting with guests dur-
ing their meal in Ford 
House’s new Visitors 
Center. This breakfast is 
sure to make every kid 
smile!

Sometimes, the best 
events and activities for 

the family are right 
a round  the  corner. 
Whether you are headed 
to Ford House for a nature 
walk, to eat at their res-
taurants or for a great 
event, Ford House is a 
can’t-miss for the holiday 
season and beyond. For 
more information or to 
purchase tickets, visit 
fordhouse.org or call 
(313) 884-4222.

THE KID LISTTHE KID LIST
    by Nora Nanny

Dear Ann Landers: My 
32-year-old daughter is get-
ting married for the second 
time. My daughter and I 
have a good relationship, but 
my ex-wife and I barely 
speak. She and my daughter 
made all the wedding prepa-
rations and paid for the 
whole thing without any 
assistance from me. I 
received a wedding invita-
tion, but it excluded my fi an-
cee, “Greta.”

Greta and I have been 
together for the past six 
years. During this time, my 
daughter has visited us often 
and always seemed comfort-
able with the relationship. 
Greta is very hurt and angry 
that she was not invited to 

the wedding. She asked me 
to speak to my daughter 
about the “oversight” and 
said that if no invitation was 
forthcoming, I should not go 
to the wedding, either.

I spoke to my daughter, 
who told me it was the 
expressed desire of her 
mother, my ex-wife, not to 
invite Greta. My daughter 
receives a lot of financial 
help from her mother and is 
obviously reluctant to go 
against her mother’s wishes.

What should I do? If I 
attend the wedding alone, 
Greta will think I let her 
down. If I don’t go at all, my 
daughter will assume I favor 
my fi ancee over her and will 
be crushed. Any suggestions 

would be appreciated. -- Dad 
in Bonita, Calif.

Dear Dad: Greta should 
have been invited to the 
wedding because she has 
been your signifi cant other 
for six years. She was not 
invited, however, which 
means she is not welcome. 
It would be classy of Greta 
to say, “Go -- have a good 
time, and bring me a piece 
of wedding cake.” If she 
does not choose to be gra-
cious, go anyway.

This is your daughter’s 
day, and her wish to have 
you there takes precedence.

Dear Ann Landers: I need 
help -- fast. I have a very dear 

friend who will be fl ying to 
California next month to visit 
her family. She has never 
fl own before. This woman is 
large -- I am talking nearly 300 
pounds, at least.

“Ruth” is not going to fi t 
into a coach seat, and I am 
not sure she could fi t into 
a fi rst-class seat, either. I 
don’t want her to be 
embarrassed when she 
boards the plane. You 
know how cruel people 
can be about those who 
are overweight.

How should I approach 
her? Should I ask whether 
she is fl ying fi rst class? I 
don’t want her to be humil-
iated, Ann. Thanks for 
your help. -- A Heavy 

Problem in the Motor City

Dear H.P. in M.C.: Call the 
airline, and explain the sit-
uation. Ask whether they 
would advise Ruth to buy a 
first-class seat or two 
coach seats. Then, tell 
Ruth you have heard that 
airline coach seats are get-
ting smaller, and let her 
know what the airline rec-
ommended.

It is important that she 
call ahead so there will be 
no surprises at the airport. 
You are a thoughtful friend 
to be concerned. Bless you.

To fi nd out more about 
Ann Landers and read her 
past columns, visit the 
Creators Syndicate Web 
page at www.creators.com.
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Classic
Ann Landers

E E N T SV
Things to do in and around Grosse Pointe this week

 THURSDAY NOVEMBER 4   
 Ashnikko

7 p.m. The Fillmore Detroit, 2115 
Woodward Ave, Detroit.  

 » Destroy Rebuild Until God 
Shows
7 p.m. The Shelter, 431 E 
Congress St, Detroit.  

 » Detroit Pistons vs. 
Philadelphia 76ers
7 p.m. Little Caesars Arena, 2645 
Woodward, Detroit.  

 » Exhibition ISLAND
7 p.m. 1604 Clay St, Detroit.  

 » Kimmie Horne at Dirty 
Dog Jazz Cafe
6-8 p.m. Dirty Dog Jazz Cafe, 97 
Kercheval, Grosse Pointe.  

 » Michigander at The Magic 
Stick
7 p.m. Magic Stick, 4120 
Woodward Ave, Detroit.  

 » Piquette Fall Art Fair
3-8 p.m. Ford Piquette Avenue 
Plant, 461 Piquette St, P.O. Box 
2127, Detroit.  

 » Sean Dobbins and the Jazz 
Messengers
7:30-11:30 p.m. Cliff Bell’s, 2030 
Park Ave, Detroit.  

 » Zoom Storytime w/ 
Miss Jane
10:30-11 a.m. Offsite, Grosse 
Pointe.  grossepointelibrary.org

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 5
 » 2021 Set it Off
8 p.m. Music Hall Center for the 
Performing Arts, 350 Madison St, 
Detroit.  

 » Detroit Pistons vs. 
Brooklyn Nets
7 p.m. Little Caesars Arena, 2645 
Woodward, Detroit.  

 » Emmet Cohen at Dirty Dog 
Jazz Cafe
Dirty Dog Jazz Cafe, 97 Kercheval, 
Grosse Pointe.  

 » GMAR Gives Back Casino 
Night Fundraiser
6-10 p.m. Capper and Capper,  
1 Park Avenue, Detroit.  

 » House Tours
12-4 p.m. Ford House, 1100 
Lake Shore Rd., Grosse Pointe Shores.  

 » K CAMP
7 p.m. The Garden Theatre, 3929 
Woodward Ave, Detroit.  

 » Live Blues at Beale Street 
Smokehouse & BBQ
7 p.m. Beale Street Smokehouse 
& BBQ, Detroit.  

 » Parker McCollum
7 p.m. Saint Andrew’s Hall, 431 E 
Congress St, Detroit.  

 » Sweet Willie Tea at Slo’ Bones
6:30 p.m. Slo’ Bones BBQ 
Smokehaus, Detroit.  

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 6
 » Champagne and The Motor 
City Blues Crew at Bert’s
9:30 p.m. Bert’s Warehouse 
Theatre, 2739 Russell St, Detroit.  

 » Deeper Graves
7 p.m. The Sanctuary Detroit, 
2932 Caniff St, Hamtramck.  

 » Je’Caryous Johnson 
Presents “Set It Off”
3 p.m. Music Hall Center for the 
Performing Arts, 350 Madison St, Detroit.  

 » Patton Oswalt Live: Who?s 
Ready to Laugh?
6 p.m. The Fillmore Detroit, 2115 
Woodward Ave, Detroit.  

 » Power Play for Heroes: 
Detroit Red Wings vs. 
Team STAHLS’ Hockey 
Game
12 p.m. St. Clair Shores Civic 
Arena – 20000 Stephens Street 
St. Clair Shores, MI

 » Rain: A Tribute To the 
Beatles (Touring):
8 p.m. Fox Theatre, 2211 
Woodward Ave, Detroit.  

 » Stavros Halkias
7 p.m. The Garden Theatre, 3929 
Woodward Ave, Detroit.  

 » Sweet Willie Tea at Bert’s
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Bert’s Warehouse 
Theatre, 2727 Russell Street, 
Detroit.  

 » We Came As Romans: To Plant 
A Seed Anniversary Tour
6 p.m. Saint Andrew’s Hall, 431 E 
Congress St, Detroit.  

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 7 
 » Alex Harding Organ Trio 
7:30-11 p.m. Cliff Bell’s, 2030 Park 
Ave, Detroit.  

 » Cory Wells, Oliver Baxxter
6 p.m. The Sanctuary Detroit, 
2932 Caniff St, Hamtramck.  

 » Detroit Red Wings vs. 
Vegas Golden Knights
6 p.m. Little Caesars Arena, 2645 
Woodward, Detroit.  

 » Jason Bonham’s Led 
Zeppelin Evening
7 p.m. The Fillmore Detroit, 2115 
Woodward Ave, Detroit.  

 » MasterChef Junior Live!
7 p.m. Fox Theatre, 2211 
Woodward Ave, Detroit.  

 » Sky Covington at 
Woodbridge Pub
7:30-11 p.m. 5169 Trumbull, 1970 
Yemans, Detroit.  

 » Veteran’s Day Celebration
1:30-2 p.m. Central Library, 
Grosse Pointe.  

MONDAY NOVEMBER 8
 » Silversun Pickups
7 p.m. Saint Andrew’s Hall, 431 E 
Congress St, Detroit.  

 » Special City Council 
Meeting
Harper Woods.  

TUESDAY NOVEMBER 9 
 » 7th & 8th Grade Book 
Group
7-8:30 p.m. Central Library, 
Grosse Pointe.  

 » Detroit Red Wings vs. 
Edmonton Oilers
7:30 p.m. Little Caesars Arena, 
2645 Woodward, Detroit.  

 » Grosse Pointe Badminton 
Association
6:30-8 p.m. 20600 Mack Ave., 
Grosse Pointe Woods.  

 » Jazz Montage: A 
Conversation with Author 
Robin Wilson & Tisha 
Hammond
5:30 p.m. Charles H. Wright 
Museum of African American 
History, 315 E Warren Ave, Detroit.  

 » Read, Rhyme & Play on 
Zoom
10:30-11 a.m. Offsite, Grosse 
Pointe.  grossepointelibrary.org

 » Tuesday Night Book 
Discussion
7-8 p.m. Grosse Pointe.
grossepointelibrary.org  

 » Wild Superpowers with the 
Howell Nature Center 
4-5 p.m. Offsite, Grosse Pointe.
grossepointelibrary.org  

WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 10 
 » Demetrius Nabors at Dirty 
Dog Jazz Cafe
Dirty Dog Jazz Cafe, 97 Kercheval, 
Grosse Pointe.  

 » Exhumed, Creeping Death, 
Bewitcher, Enforced
7 p.m. The Sanctuary Detroit, 
2932 Caniff St, Hamtramck.  

 » Jim Snidero
7:30-11:30 p.m. Cliff Bell’s, 2030 
Park Ave, Detroit.  

 » Let’s Play : Among Us
4-5 p.m. Offsite, Grosse Pointe.  
grossepointelibrary.org

 » Lincoln, Hope Waidley, 
The Skinny Limbs
7 p.m. DIME, 1265 Griswold St, 
Detroit.  

 » The Music Lady: Beverly 
Meyer
10:30-11 a.m. Offsite, Grosse 
Pointe.  grossepointelibrary.org

 » Open Jam at The Blue 
Goose
8 p.m. BLEU, 1540 Woodward Ave, 
Detroit.  

 » Thoughts to Action 
Discussion Group
7-8:30 p.m. Grosse Pointe.
 grossepointelibrary.org

Check out the online calendar on our website for more details & registration links
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THE TONY ® & GRAMMY ® AWARD-WINNING
BEST MUSICAL

DECEMBER 12-18 • MUSIC HALL
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Life’s just better when you’re
tuned into what’s happening

locally and beyond.
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The reimagined Grosse Pointe News is getting better 
by the week! So many wonderful new features and

interesting local content is being added to
enhance how you and your family experience life.

It’s a great time to join us - and get closer to your 
neighbors, attend events, shop smartly and be

in the know every week.

LIKE WHAT YOU’RE READING?
SUBSCRIBE NOW AND ENJOY IT ALL YEAR!
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MOVIE REVIEW
“Victoria & Abdul”

2017 - 1hr 51min

This movie really reso-
nated with me. I’m an 
Anglophile and love all 
things English—espe-
cially when it comes to 
history. Before I launch 
into a review of this mar-
velous fi lm, I’ll give you a 
brief primer about this 
time period.

Queen Victoria was 
born in 1819 and 
ascended to the throne in 
1837. She reigned over 
the British Empire at its 
peak and the realm 
i n c l u d e d  C a n a d a , 
Australia and New 
Zealand, Hong Kong, 
large swaths of Africa, 
and the sub-continent of 
India. Her beloved hus-
band Prince Albert died 
in 1861 and she reigned 
until her death in 1901. 
She never remarried. 

It’s against this back-

drop that “Victoria & 
Abdul” takes place. To 
help celebrate the 
queen’s birthday, India 
sent two men to present 
her with a commemora-
tive medallion.

One is Abdul, who is 
honored to be part of the 
ceremony, and the other 
is Mohammed (Adeel 
Akhtar), an Indian who 
is pressed into service 
against his wishes.

At the lavish birthday 
banquet, Abdul is to give 
Victoria the medallion. 
Beforehand, he is given 
explicit instructions that 
he is strictly forbidden to 
make eye contact with 
the queen. Well, as 
expected, the couple 
gazes at each other and 
the queen is quite 
intrigued. 

This is the beginning 
of a special relationship 
that would last for the 
rest of her life. The 
always amazing Dame 

Judi Dench plays Queen 
Victoria. She goes well 
beyond por tray ing 
Victoria; she is trans-
formed into the queen. I 
can’t imagine any other 
actor who could come 
remotely this close to 
personifying the queen 
this well.

Ali Fazal does a 
remarkable job playing 
Abdul. He’s such an 
interesting character, in 
some ways he’s innocent 
and naive, caught up in 
the drama as it unfolds, 
other times, he seems 
slightly devious, manipu-
lating Victoria to achieve 
his own goals. 

The story unfolds with 
the queen pressing Abdul 
into service as her 
teacher and personal 
aide. Victoria admits that 
although she’s the queen 
of India, she knows next 
to nothing about the 
country. She becomes 
fascinated by all things 
Indian, and becomes an 
eager study for its his-
tory, languages, reli-
gions, and culture and 
Abdul becomes her 
“Munshi”—her spiritual 
advisor and teacher. All 
this comes as a shock to 
her household servants 
and especially to her son 
Bertie, the Prince of 
Wales (Eddie Izzard). 

They’re even more 
appalled when they learn 
Abdul is a Muslim.  

I enjoyed seeing the 
opulence of the world 
that surrounded the 
monarchy during this 
time period. But what I 
especially enjoyed was 
the interaction between 
Abdul and Victoria. Even 
though the relationship 
was scandalous and 
taboo at the time, the two 
became close friends and 
confidants. She could 
open up to him in ways 
that would never be 
allowed with her other 
subjects. What’s amaz-
ing to me is that this 
story wasn’t made public 
until recently. Why not? 

You’ll have to watch this 
beautiful film and find 
out for yourself!

Currently streaming 
on Netflix and Prime 
Video. 

★★★★✩

My rating system:
★ A real stinker. A 

movie that is so bad, 
you’re embarrassed to 
admit you’ve seen it, but 
you have to rate it none-
theless. 

★★ So-so. Not a total 
waste of time, but you 
would have been better 
off reading a good book. 

★★★ Pretty good. In
fact, if there weren’t any 
other movies in your 

queue, you might watch 
it again.

★★★★ One you’d rec-
ommend to friends.

★★★★★ So good
you’d actually go out and 
buy it! 

About this column:
While I watch a lot of 

movies, this column will 
feature those I feel have 
gone under the radar and 
deserve more recognition 
They’ll include both 

mainstream and indie 
fi lms streaming on ser-
vices like Netflix and 
Kanopy, as well as the-
atrical releases. For 
movie trailers, visit you-
tube.com. If you have 
any recommendations, 
feel free to email me at 
dominmark@yahoo.
com. Also, if you’re look-
ing for more movies, be 
sure to check out my 
blog: moviejunkiemark.
blogspot.com.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF DIVIDE/CONQUER AND BLUMHOUSE PRODUCTIONS

Judi Dench as Queen Victoria and Ali Fazal as 
Abdul Karim in the 2017 fi lm “Victoria & Abdul”.

Eddie  Izzard

Movie Junkie Mark
by Mark Domin
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DETROIT, Mich., – 
Adding even more per-
sonalization features 
and thrills for Mustang 
customers direct from 
the factory, Ford intro-
duces  an  a l l -new 
appearance package 
and a performance-
minded update for the 
2022 model year.

Mustang, the world’s 
best-selling sports car*, 
will debut a first-ever 
Stealth Appearance 
Package available for 
the

EcoBoost® Premium 
model, while Mustang 
GT California Special 
will offer for the first 
t i m e  e v e r  a  G T 
Performance Package 
option.

“Since 1965, Mustang 
has been synonymous 
with performance and 
play, and the 2022 model 
year continues that call 
with the new Stealth 
Edition and an updated 
Cali Special,” said Jim 
Owens, Mustang brand 
marketing manager. 
“Mustang owners have 
always loved personal-
izing their ride, and 
these new flavors of 
Mustang are ready to 
inspire and excite new 
enthusiasts.”

Orders for the 2022 
Mustang,  including 
Stealth Edition and 
California Special, open 
later this year. Vehicles 
are due in showrooms 
in the first quarter of 
2022.

First -ever Stealth 
Edition joins Mustang 
lineup adding even 
more style  to  the 
3 1 0 - t u r b o c h a r g e d -
horsepower Mustang 
EcoBoost  P remium 
model, the available 
S t e a l t h  E d i t i o n 
Appearance Package 
stays true to its name, 
giving customers a more 
menacing-looking fast-
back with uniquely 
blacked-out appoint-
ments.

The Stealth Edition 
Appearance Package 
features 19-inch Ebony 
Black-painted alumi-
num wheels, black pony 
badges, performance 
rear wing, black mirror 

caps and new clear LED 
taillamp covers, also 
shared with the new 
Mustang Ice

White Appearance 
Package. Unique new 
interior appointments 
include a matte and 
gloss black instrument 
panel badge and lighted 
sill plate.

“The black accents 
really give the car a 
whole new persona, sin-
ister and sporty all at 
once,” said Owens. 
“Naturally, the package 
needed the right name. 
Stealth Edition says it 
all.”

The Stealth Edition is 
available in Atlas Blue, 
Carbonized Gray, Dark 
Matter and Shadow 
Black.

California Special 
adds excitement with 
G T  P e r f o r m a n c e 
Package option.

Since the fi rst-genera-
t ion Mustang,  the 
California Special has 
represented a uniquely 
regionalized appear-
ance package with spe-
cial styling cues.

The updated 2022 
Mustang GT California 
Special embodies this 
tradition.

Based on the 2022 
Mustang GT Premium 
fastback and convert-
ible models, the latest 
Ca l i fo rn ia  Spec ia l 
Appearance Package 
pays homage to the 
o r i g i n a l  v e r s i o n’ s 
blacked-out grille, side 
racing stripes and rear 
fender scoop.

The heritage-inspired 
“GT/CS” side stripe 
trademark traces from 
the front fender to the 
signature rear fender 
scoop. A California 
Special badge in Ebony 
Black and Race Red 
script adorns the trunk 
lid, while the honey-
comb grille with “GT/
CS” badge provides a 
unique look. A larger 
front splitter from the 
G T  P e r f o r m a n c e 
Package underscores 
the icon’s handling 
prowess.

A performance rear 
wing from the GT 
Performance Package is 

available for the fast-
back model ,  while 
spoiler delete is stan-
dard for the California 
Special convertible. The 
California Special wears 
u n i q u e  f i v e - s p o k e 
1 9 - i n c h  p a i n t e d 
m a c h i n e d  w h e e l s . 
Under the hood, this 
special edition features 
a signature strut tower 
brace with California 
Special badge atop its 
5.0-liter V8 engine.

Interior appointments 
include r ich black 
Miko®sueded-trimmed 
door inserts and sueded-
trimmed seats with the 
embossed “GT/CS” logo 
and red contrast stitch-
ing, along with custom 
embroidered “GT/CS” 
fl oor mats. The instru-
ment panel is fi nished in 
carbon hex aluminum 
w i t h  a  s i g n a t u r e 
California Special script 
badge on the passenger 
side.

A s  a  C a l i f o r n i a 
Special-first, the GT 
Performance Package is 
now available, enabling 
greater handling and 
driving dynamics for 
the  mos t  capab le 
California Special ever.

The GT Performance 
Package adds an array 
of performance and 
h a n d l i n g  f e a t u r e s 
including Brembo six-
piston front brake cali-
pers, unique chassis 
tuning with heavy-duty 
front springs, larger 
tubular rear sway bar, 
overal l  lower r ide 
height, K-brace, strut 
tower brace, front sub-
f r a m e  V - b r a c e , 
TORSEN® limited-slip 
differential, unique sta-
bility control

and electric power 
s t e e r i n g  t u n i n g . 
Staggered 19x9-inch 
front and 19x9.5-inch 
rear wheels with Pirelli 
summer tires further 
the handling grip.

The California Special 
is available in Atlas 
Blue, Carbonized Gray, 
Cyber Orange, Dark 
Matter, Grabber Blue 
Metallic, Iconic Silver, 
Rapid Red, Shadow 
Black and Oxford 
White.

Moon Alert: There are 
no restrictions to shop-
ping or important deci-
sions today. The Moon is 
in Scorpio.

Happy Birthday for 
Thursday, Nov. 4, 2021:

You are hardworking 
and take pride in your 
achievements. You are 
determined and in control 
of what you do; however, 
beneath this calm exterior 
you are a sensitive person. 
You have a dry wit that 
others appreciate. This 
year is slower-paced as 
you concentrate on your 
closest relationships. Take 
extra time for yourself and 
focus on your own needs.

ARIES
(March 21-April 19)

Today both the Sun and 
the Moon are opposite 
wild Uranus, which will 
create hiccups related to 
fi nances, shared property, 
inheritances, taxes and 
debt, as well as banking. 
Check out these areas to 
make sure something 
hasn’t gone awry. Stay on 
top of things! Tonight: 
Check your fi nances.

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)

Your relations with part-
ners and close friends will 
be disrupted by some-
thing unexpected today. 
Someone might make 
unusual demands. They 
might do something that 
surprises you, or they 
might introduce you to 
someone who is “differ-
ent.” One thing is certain: 
It’s not a boring day. 
Tonight: Be cooperative.

GEMINI
(May 21-June 20)

Something will inter-
rupt your work routine 
today. Staff shortages, 
power outages, canceled 
appointments, late deliv-
eries -- something. It 
could be an announce-
ment that surprises 
everyone. To be safe, 
give yourself extra time 
for whatever you have to 
do so you have wiggle 
room to cope. Tonight: 
Get organized.

CANCER
(June 21-July 22)

Parents: Please know that 
this is an accident-prone 
day for your kids, which 
means you need to be vigi-
lant. Be aware of potential 
hazardous situations. Know 
where your kids are at all 
times. Meanwhile, social 
occasions might be can-
celed or suddenly changed. 
Avoid sports accidents. 
Tonight: Socialize!

LEO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

Your home routine will 
be interrupted today. Small 
appliances might break 
down or minor breakages 
could occur. Perhaps some-
one unexpected will appear 
at the door. Brace yourself. 
Get dressed and prepare to 
deal with something you 
didn’t think would happen. 
“Whaaat?” Tonight: 
Entertain at home.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

Please be aware that this 
is an accident-prone day. 
(We’re talking physical acci-
dents or verbal accidents.) 
Obviously, an accident 
doesn’t have to happen and 
will probably not happen, 
but the odds do exist. 
Therefore, pay attention to 
everything you say and do. 
Tonight: Speak up!

LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

Keep an eye on your 
fi nances and your posses-
sions today, because some-
thing unexpected could 
impact them. You might 
find money; you might 
lose money. Make an effort 
to protect what you own 
against loss, theft or dam-
age. Be on guard! Tonight: 
Be cautious.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

Something surprising 
might occur in your clos-
est one-on-one relation-
ships today. Someone 
might suddenly speak up 
about something they’re 
unhappy about. They 
might make a radical sug-
gestion. Personal freedom 

will be an issue. Patience. 
Tonight: Tread water.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

You feel restless today. 
You have a feeling that 
you’re waiting for the 
other shoe to drop. Indeed, 
something surprising in 
your personal life or some-
thing going on behind the 
scenes might catch you off 
guard. Be wise and pace 
your day so you can han-
dle the unexpected. 
Tonight: Enjoy time alone.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

This is an interesting 
day because a friend or a 
member of a group might 
do something that amazes 
you or blows you away. 
Admittedly, it could be 
minor; however, it could 
be major! You might be 
ejected from a group. You 
might be involved in a pro-
test. Tonight: Be friendly 
with others. Listen.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

Parents, bosses, VIPs 
and the police might do 
something that surprises 
you or catches you off 
guard today. Be prepared 
for this. If you think some-
thing unusual might hap-
pen, it will. If you are 
challenged by authority, be 
polite. Never underesti-
mate the power of courtesy. 
Tonight: Watch your step.

PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20)

Travel plans might sud-
denly change today. They 
could be canceled or, alterna-
tively, you might suddenly 
have to travel. Likewise, 
school schedules might 
change. People will be excited 
about politics, religion and 
racial issues. This is a tricky, 
stimulating day with lots of 
unexpected detours. Tonight: 
Think before you speak.

BORN TODAY
A c t o r  M a t t h e w 

McConaughey (1969), 
actress Markie Post 
(1950), actor Ralph 
Macchio (1961).

Weekly HoroscopesWeekly HoroscopesWeekly Horoscopes
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by Steve Becker

Contract BridgeContract Bridge
BAD LUCK COMES IN BUNCHES

This is one of those hard-luck deals 
where you can’t help sympathizing 
with declarer, even though you might 
not have played his cards exactly the 
way he did.

West led a diamond, taken by South 
with the king. Declarer had eight sol-
id tricks and quite a few chances for 
a ninth. He started by leading a low 
heart to the jack at trick two. This 
gave him two chances for an extra 

trick: one if West had the queen, and 
another if the opposing hearts were 
divided 3-3. But East took the jack 
with the queen and returned a heart. 
When South next played the A-K, he 
learned the hearts were 4-2.

Declarer now tried a low club to the 
queen, hoping West had the king. But 
East took the queen with the king and 
returned the jack of clubs to South’s ace.

The situation took a further turn 
for the worse when declarer next 
led a diamond to the queen, hoping 
West had led originally from a three-
card suit. But after East showed out, 
South decided that his last remaining 
chance was to try a spade finesse.

So he led a spade to the king and 
finessed the jack on the return. East 
won with the queen and cashed his 
remaining clubs to put the contract 
down two. All of which indicates that 
bad luck comes in bunches, though 
it’s true that South could have made 
the contract easily had he known the 
queen of hearts was doubleton.

One reasonable but somewhat unusu-
al method of play — without the benefit 
of a peek at the East-West cards — is 
to allow East’s ten of diamonds to hold 
the first trick! Assuming West made a 
normal lead from a four-card suit, East 
would then be forced to return a spade, 
a heart or a club, all of which would 
hand declarer his ninth trick.

©2021 King Features Syndicate Inc.

2022 Ford Mustang debuts 
fi rst-ever stealth edition
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Garfield                                                                       Jim Davis
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Dilbert                                                                       Scott Adams

Blondie                                                                     Chris and Dean Young

Beetle Bailey                                                     Greg and Mort Walker

Flying McCoys           Glenn McCoyZiggy                          Tom Wilson

Over The Hedge                                               Michael Fry and T. Lewis

Andy Capp                                                                 Reg Smythe 

Wizard of Id        Created by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart. Currently by Mason Mastroianni

Carpe Diem                                                             Niklas Eriksson

© 2021 by Andrews McMeel Syndication 10/28 Solution

Complete the 
grid so every row, 
column and 3 x 3 
box contains 
every digit from 
1 to 9 inclusively.

Previous puzzle 
solution

U N I V E R S A L
Sudoku Puzzle

11/4
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Family Circus                                        Bill and Jeff Keane

“I’m making room for my candy and 
stuff so Billy won’t find ‘em.”

©2021 Bill Keane, Inc. 
Dist. by King Features Synd. 
www.familycircus.com

Universal Crossword

© 2021 by Andrews McMeel Universal 
www.upuzzles.com

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER

Edited by David Steinberg October 21, 2021

10/28 Solution

Roll Play by Alex Rosen11/4

ACROSS
 1 Data, casually
 5 Machu Picchu 

people
10 Trim, as  

a photo
14 Spiral lock
15 “Cool beans!”
16 Sharpen
17 Barely got 

by, with “out”
18 Long-legged 

wading bird
19 Wile E.  

Coyote’s  
anvil supplier

20 Craved
22 Nickname
24 Beneficiary  

in a will
25 Intense anger
26 It disappears 

when you 
stand up

28 Eats like  
a bird

32 Flying animal 
associated 
with  
Halloween

35 Reach  
consensus

37 Lucy of 
“Elementary”

38 Squirrel away
40 Painful place 

to be kicked
41 *With 

45-Across, 
sweet role?

43 “Do it or ___!”
44 Royal flush, 

e.g.
45 See 

41-Across
46 Slightly
47 Third-party 

account in 
a real estate 
transaction

49 Bubbly 
brunch  
beverage

51 Rodeo beast

 52 Super Bowl 
broadcast 
components 
that cost 
millions

 55 They surround 
many castles

 56 *Role in  
the hay?

 59 Common 
vegan protein

 62 Word before 
“Puffs” or 
“Krispies”

 63 Org. that flew 
a helicopter 
on Mars

 67 Illegally off 
base: Abbr.

 68 “Your bet’s 
too big for 
me!”

 69 Partners  
who parted

 70 “Better luck 
___ time”

 71 Pub  
projectiles

 72 What gym 
socks  
eventually do

DOWN
  1 Like many 

summer 
drinks

  2 Zap in the 
microwave

  3 *California 
role?

  4 ’50s song, e.g.
  5 Response to 

“Where are 
you?”

  6 More than 
want

  7 Mustang  
or Beetle

  8 Component 
of a molecule

  9 “Why you 
little ...”

 10 GUNDE or 
LINNEBACK, 
at IKEA

 11 *Role with 
the punches?

 12 “I’m paying”
 13 Look  

intently
 21 Like a  

black  
blackberry

 23 Brittle  
ingredients

 26 The eyes 
have them

 27 Horrified
 29 History  

Muse
 30 Potter’s  

oven
 31 Mope
 33 Give some 

help to
 34 Letters from 

Thebes and 
Thessaloniki?

 36 Ultimate 
outcome

 39 Michael 
Jordan, for 
the Charlotte 
Hornets

 41 Internet  
address 
starter

 42 Root  
vegetable 
that Nigeria 
is known for

 48 Tolkien  
monster

 50 Texter’s  
“I think ...”

 52 Bakery 
enticement

 53 Interior 
design

 54 Merit badge 
earner

 57 Hydrochloric 
___

 58 “Phooey!”
 59 Sunbather’s 

acquisition
 60 Be in the 

hole
 61 “The Masked 

Singer” 
channel

 64 Body spray 
brand

 65 Go out with
 66 Request

11/4
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Reality Check          Dave Whamond Bizarro             Dan Piraro and Wayno

Hagar The Horrible                                      Dik Browne and Chris Browne

F Minus                                                                               Tony Carrilo

Crock                                                      Created by Bill Rechin and Brant Parker 

Crankshaft                                                           Tom Batiuk and Dan Davis

Wumo                                                Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler 

B.C.                                                     Johnny Hart and Mason Mastroianni 

Mother Goose and Grim                                               Mike Peters
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Close To Home                                        John McPherson

Marmaduke                                       Paul & Brad Anderson

“Just what did you dig up?”

“He invented Popsicles.”

ts CChChaarles
Comics

The Lockhorns                     Bill Hoest, Bunny Hoest and John Reiner

“IT  DOES  TAKE  TWO  TO  TANGO,  LEROY... 
  BUT  ONLY  ONE  TO  WALTZ  YOU  AROUND.”
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For the Grosse Pointe 
South fi eld hockey team, 
the only way to properly 
end 2021 after an incred-
ible regular season 
would be with a state 
championship. After 
earning the No. 1 overall 
seed in the Division 2 
playoffs, the Blue Devils 
marched all the way to 
the title game and kept 
the momentum rolling to 
a 3-0 victory over 
Cranbrook on Saturday 
to claim the MHSFHL 
championship. 

The Blue Devils struck 
fi rst with nine minutes to 
go in the first quarter. 

Katelyn Carion scored 
South’s fi rst goal of the 
day with an assist com-
ing from Kate Adams. 

Both defenses were 
resolute throughout 
much of the game, with 
South’s lead standing at 
1-0 until the fourth quar-
ter. With just under 10 
minutes remaining, 
Moira Hix was able to 
knock in the ball after a 
scramble in front of the 
Cranbrook net to extend 
the Blue Devils’ lead to 
two. 

Mol ly  Ryszewski 
added another to the 
scoreboard for the Blue 
Devils just a couple min-
utes later. Adams got her 
second assist of the day 

on that goal, which gave 
South the winning 3-0 
lead and cemented them 
as state champions. 

“The team played with 
poise, control, speed and 
grit. … They’re strong, 
focused and incredibly 
fast,” South coach Jessie 
Rouleau said about her 
team’s effort in the cham-

pionship game and all 
season long. “The cham-
pionship game was the 
third game this week, 
which created its own 
physical and mental 
challenges. … Despite all 
the pressure, this team 
kept their energy light 
and loose. They played 
hard while having fun 

and they never stopped 
working.”

The 3-0 win was 
South’s second shutout 
victory in a row after 
defeating Chelsea 1-0 in 
the state semifi nals ear-
lier in the week. Defense 
was key for the Blue 
Devils throughout the 
playoffs as they allowed 

only two goals through 
four games on the road 
to a state title. 

South’s championship 
win brings the team’s 
fi nal record to 16-2-1 for 
the fall. The Blue Devils 
were dominant through-
out the year in Division 2, 
going 14-0 against oppo-
nents in their division.

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

South 
wins field 
hockey 
state title

PHOTO COURTESY OF TOM GEBECK

The Grosse Pointe South fi eld hockey team defeated Cranbrook 3-0 to win the MHSFHL Division 2 state 
championship. The team’s postseason roster includes: Alex Bonahoom, Mia Craparotta, Molly Ryszewski, 
Meredith Tiderington, Emma Palazzolo, Josie DiSanto, Natalie Clarke, Lauren Carron, Katy Griffi n, Julia 
Gebeck, Joey Beckerman, Katie Vandewyngearde, Katelyn Carion, Emily Fox, Moira Hix, Olivia Frye, 
Kate Adams, Lydia O’Hall, Evelyn Young, Natalie Coffey, Erin Brady,  Alyse Applegate, Maeve Jamieson, 
Addison O’Keefe and Elise Charbonneau.

When it comes to girls 
cross country,  the 
Pointes will be well rep-
resented at the upcom-
ing state finals after 
some strong outings in 
this weekend’s regional 
c o m p e t i t i o n s .  T h e 
Univers i ty  L igge t t 
Knights came out victo-
rious in their regional, 
while the Norsemen and 
Blue Devils were able to 
send individual qualifi -
ers to states. 

In the Division 3 
Regional f inal,  the 
Knights were at the top 

of the standings out of 
five schools. Penelope 
Griffi oen (20:40.2) was 
Liggett’s top finisher, 
coming in second place 
overall. Her teammate 
Kerith Short (21:07.0) 
was right behind, cross-
ing the line third. 

Emilia Bronk (22:42.2) 
and Kelsey Beckett 
(22:52.0) made it four 
Liggett runners in the 
top 10. Freshman Fiona 
Sierens (23:58.6) made 
it into the top 15.

In the Division 1 
Regional final, South 
and North fi nished next 
to each other in fi fth and 
sixth place respectively. 

Both came up just short 
of qualifying for states 
as a team, but both 
schools will be repre-
sented by individual 
qualifi ers. 

L i l l i a n  D e s k i n s 
(21:06.3) from North fi n-
ished 17th overall to 
earn a spot at states. 
S o u t h ’ s  S a v a n n a h 
Spangler (21:09.1) was 
right behind in 18th to 
also be named an indi-
vidual qualifier. Both 
freshmen runners will 
represent the Norsemen 
and Blue Devils at the 
Michigan International 
Speedway for the state 
fi nals Saturday. 

Liggett wins 
regional, North and 
South runners qualify
By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

PHOTO COURTESY OF LIGGETT ATHLETICS

Penelope Griffi oen, Kerith Short, Emilia Bronk, Kelsey Beckett, and Fiona 
Sierens led the University Liggett girls cross country team to a fi rst place fi nish 
in the regional fi nals.

In her fourth year as a 
member of the varsity 
volleyball team at Grosse 
Pointe South, Jada DiVita 
has grown into being a 
focal point whenever she 
is on the court. Playing 
volleyball since she was 
12 years old, DiVita’s 
strength and physicality 
have propelled her 
through an impressive 
high school career and 
into an opportunity to 
play at the collegiate 
level. 

DiVita began her jour-
ney to being one of the 
best volleyball players 
South has seen in a long 
time just a few years 
before entering high 
school. A decision to 
focus on volleyball full 

time when beginning her 
career as a Blue Devil has 
helped lead her to being 
a Division 1 recruit. 

“I was kind of between 
volleyball and softball at 
the time,” 
D i V i t a 
said. “I 
ended up 
quit t ing 
s o f t b a l l 
g o i n g 
into my 
freshman 
year and 
focused 
on volley-
ball and 
m a d e 
v a r s i t y 
my fresh-
man year. That and a lot 
of club stuff and being 
around a lot of high-level 
athletes was very good 
for me.”

Whenever she is on the 
court, DiVita is always a 
threat to come up with a 
big play when the Blue 
Devils need it. Whether 
it’s a block or a kill, her 

size and 
strength 
d e f i n e 
DiVi ta ’s 
game. 

“ I ’ m 
v e r y 
physical,” 
she said. 
“I have a 
l o t  o f 
p o w e r 
b e h i n d 
my arm. 
My par-
e n t s , 

coaches and everyone in 
the recruiting process 
would always use that to 
describe me. My shots 
and understanding 

where to place the ball on 
the court when I can’t hit 
hard make me describe 
myself as a physical and 
complete player.”

That power and physi-
cal style of play certainly 
has helped DiVita get 
noticed throughout the 
years during her high 
school career. The senior 
found herself with mul-
tiple Division 1 offers to 
continue playing at the 
collegiate level and that 
is exactly what she is 
going to do. 

Next year, DiVita will 
join the volleyball pro-
gram at  Lipscomb 
University in Nashville, 
Tenn. The new era of col-
lege recruiting has 
changed a lot due to the 
pandemic. However, it 

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Athlete of the Week

ATH ETEATH ETE
OF THE WEEK

Jada DiVitaJada DiVita
School: Grosse Pointe South
Sport: Volleyball

See ATHLETE, page 3D

PHOTO COURTESY OF JANEIL DIVITA

Senior Jada DiVita has played varsity volleyball at 
South since her freshman year and will continue 
her career in college playing at Lipscomb 
University.
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After winning its third 
consecutive district 
championship this post-
season, the Grosse 
Pointe South boys soccer 
team wanted to do some-
thing it had not done in 
over a decade — win the 
regional championship. 
The Blue Devils got their 
shot after cruising to a 
4-1 win over Monroe in 
the regional semifi nals to 
set up a showdown with 
Salem for the regional 
title and a spot in the 
Division 1 fi nal four. 

South and Salem met 
on the pitch Thursday 
night in a heated battle to 
see who could keep 
advancing in the play-
offs. In the end, the Blue 
Devils came out victori-
ous 2-1 to capture their 
fi rst regional title since 
2004. 

One key for South in 
the win, like so many 
times before this season, 
was getting on the board 
fi rst and establishing an 
early lead. Junior Lucas 
Frye has been one of the 
focal points for the Blue 

Devils’ offense all sea-
son. That stayed true 
Thursday night when 
Frye found the back of 
the net just fi ve minutes 
into the match to put 
South up 1-0. 

After the Blue Devils 
got the early lead, both 
teams remained stout 
defensively for the rest of 
the first half. South 
entered the break up 1-0 
and just 40 minutes away 
from claiming the 
regional crown. 

Coming out of the half-
time break, South once 
again was able to get on 
the scoreboard early in 
the half. Senior Michael 
Tengler came up with a 
huge goal in the game’s 
46th minute to extend 
the Blue Devils’ lead to 
2-0. 

With a two-goal lead 
on the board, South’s 
defense focused on shut-
ting down the Rocks to 
preserve the win. Salem 
did get its share of 
chances to make the 
game interesting as the 
clock wound down. 

Salem was given a 
chance at a penalty kick 
with 18 minutes left that 

could have cut South’s 
lead in half. However, the 
Rocks were unable to 
take advantage of the 
chance as the shot soared 
high over the Blue Devils’ 
net and out of play. 

The defense for South 
continued to hold off 
Salem as the match 
neared an end. The 
Rocks were able to 
fi nally get on the board 
with just under two min-
utes remaining to make 
it a 2-1 game, but it was 
too little too late for 
Salem. 

“We’re tactical. … I 
told them what to do and 
they responded,” South 
coach Francesco Cilano 
said about his team after 
the big playoff win. “It’s 
just simple soccer and 
we got it.”

After winning the 
regional championship, 
the Blue Devils are now 
just two wins away from 
taking the Division 1 
state championship. To 
get there, they must get 
through Anchor Bay in 
the state semifi nals. That 
game is scheduled 
Wednesday night at Troy 
High School. 

Blue Devils are 
regional champs
By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

PHOTO COURTESY OF GROSSE POINTE SOUTH ATHLETICS

The Grosse Pointe South boys soccer team defeated Salem 2-1 to win the re-
gional championship and advance to the state semifi nals.

Whenever the volley-
ball teams from Grosse 
Pointe North and Grosse 
Pointe South have met on 
the court this season, 
there has been very little 
separating the two sides. 
South was victorious in 
the first two matchups 
that both went down to 
the wire in fi ve sets. 

The Norsemen hosted 
the Blue Devils Monday 
night in the opening 
round of the MHSAA 
District playoff tourna-
ment, and once again the 
crosstown rivals were 
locked in a close battle. 
No points came easy for 
either squad, but South 
was able to come out on 
top once again by defeat-
ing North in four sets. 

The opening set of 
Monday night’s playoff 
meeting almost seemed 
to sum up how the two 

teams have played 
against each other all 
year. The Blue Devils got 
out to an early lead with 
a 10-1 run to open the 
match, but North never 
gave up. 

Steadily, the Norsemen 
pulled closer throughout 
the opening set and even-
tually managed to tie the 
game at 21-21. North 
seized the momentum 
and rode it to a victory in 
the fi rst set 25-22 to take 
a 1-0 advantage in the 
match. 

The second set of the 
night saw North take a 
small lead to open, forc-
ing the Blue Devils to 
fi ght from behind a bit. 
South did fi ght and took 
the second set 25-20 to 
even the match at one set 
apiece. 

South was victorious in 
the third set as well, 
again by a score of 25-20. 
The fourth set would 
determine the match to 

see if the Blue Devils 
would be victorious or if 
the Norsemen could once 
again force a deciding 
fi fth set. 

There would be no fi fth 
set this time between 
North and South. The 
Blue Devils took the 
fourth set 25-19 and 
moved one step closer to 
a district championship. 

Senior Jada DiVita led 
the Blue Devils with 25 
kills. She also had three 
aces, along with Ellie 
Martin and Mary Clare 
Hessburg who each had 
a trio of aces for South. 

North fi nishes the year 
with a final record of 
13-15-1. South improves 
to 21-7-1 and will look to 
add a district champion-
ship to go with the MAC 
White division title it won 
a share of in the regular 
season. The Blue Devils 
are scheduled to face 
Warren Woods Tower in 
the district semifi nals. 

North, South battle 
in playoff opener
By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

The Norsemen battled from behind to take a victory in the fi rst set but ended 
up losing in four sets to South on Monday night.

Conditions were far 
from ideal Friday for the 
boys cross country 
regional finals. With 
Grosse Pointe South 
hosting more than a 
dozen other schools at 
Chandler Park Golf 
Course, the wet and rainy 
weather did not stop the 
race from going. It also 
did not stop some incred-
ible  performances, 
including a race win and 
state-qualifying spot for 
the Blue Devils and a trip 
to states for one of the 
Norsemen. 

South junior Logan 
Detweiler ran his way to 
a commanding victory 
with a fi nishing time of 
17:01.8. Detweiler’s win-
ning time was more than 
30 seconds better than 
second place, and helped 
propel the Blue Devils to 

a third-place fi nish in the 
team standings and a 
team berth in the state 
fi nals. 

The Blue Devils had 
three more runners fi nish 
in the top 20 to help the 
team qualify for states. 
Seniors Jack Hurst 
(17:57.7), Jake Vallan 
(18:06.8) and Chas 
M a t h i s - B a l i a t i c o 
(18:11.8) were among the 
top 20 to cross the fi nish 
line. Michael Wholihan 
(18:16.6) and Brendan 
Downey (18:27.5) were 
not far behind with top 
25 fi nishes. 

The Norsemen were 
right behind South in 
fourth place of the team 
standings. North fell just 
short of making it to 
states as a team, but the 
Norsemen will still be 
represented at the fi nals 
thanks to a strong day in 
regionals by Alex Agius. 

Agius (17:54.8) was 

North’s top finisher 
Friday, crossing the fi n-
ish line 12th overall. 
Senior captain Max 
Kluge (18:31.3) recov-
ered from an early fall on 
the slippery course and 
ended up with a top-30 
fi nish.

P a u l  C i a r a v i n o 
(18:53.3) and Daniel 
Weber (18:53.7) crossed 
the finish line back-to-
back to make the top 40. 
Michael  Vi l lenueve 
(19:00.9), Michael Fox 
(19:10.0) and Jack 
McConaghy (19:11.2) 
rounded out the fi eld for 
the Norsemen on a day 
where all of North’s run-
ners fi nished in the top 
50. 

The Blue Devils and 
Agius now get ready to 
move on to the Division 1 
state fi nals this weekend. 
They will run Saturday at 
t h e  M i c h i g a n 
International Speedway.

Detweiler wins for 
Blue Devils, Agius 
to represent 
Norsemen at states
By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter
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The Grosse Pointe 
South football team 
went through the ups 
and downs of the regu-
lar season to fi nish with 
a 5-4 record and earn a 
spot in the MHSAA 
Division 2 playoffs. 
Meeting St. Clair Shores 
Lakeview in the opening 
round, a team South 
defeated earlier in the 
season, the Blue Devils 
used their strong ground 
game to win a wet and 
rainy battle 35-8 and 
advance to the district 
fi nals. 

The weather Friday 
was far from ideal 
throughout the day and 
that did not change at 
night when it was time 
for football. South and 
L a k e v i e w  f o u g h t 
through the elements for 
a nearly scoreless fi rst 
quarter. The Blue Devils 
fi nally got on the board 
with less than a minute 
left thanks to a 45-yard 

rushing touchdown by 
Donovan Moody to take 
an 8-0 lead. 

Battling the wind and 
rain, South continued to 
lean heavily on the 
ground game in a night 
where QB Anthony 
Benard only attempted 
two passes. The Blue 
Devils’ versatility in run-
ning came to their 
advantage again in the 
second quarter, as this 
time it was Jonathan 
Drake who found the 
end zone to put South up 
15-0 to close out the fi rst 
half. 

South came out in the 
second half ready to 
build  on its lead and did 
just that with a strong 
third quarter. Benard got 
the fi rst of three scores 
in the quarter for the 
Blue Devils by taking 
the ball himself into the 
end zone on a one-yard 
QB run to make it 21-0. 

Drake got his second 
touchdown of the night 
following that, this time 
from seven yards out to 

push South’s lead to 
f o u r  t o u c h d o w n s . 
Finally, Chase Campbell 
ended the scoring for 
the Blue Devils on the 
night with a four-yard 
touchdown rush to put 
South up 35-0. 

The Huskies were able 
to get on the scoreboard 
in the fourth quarter to 
avoid being shut out. 
Lakeview QB Tristan 
Witt connected with 
Karsten Younes for a TD 
pass that helped bring 
the game to a fi nal score 
of 35-8 in favor of South. 

The win over Lakeview 
is the second time the 
B lue  Dev i l s  have 
defeated the Huskies 
this season after South 
won a blowout 41-0 
matchup in week two. 
South now finds itself 
preparing for a much 
tougher test in the 
upcoming district cham-
pionship. The Blue 
Devils are set to meet 
undefeated De La Salle 
Friday night at Hazel 
Park High School.

South beats 
Lakeview, advances 
to district fi nals
By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter
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South’s Donovan Moody rushed for 91 yards and one touchdown in a rainy win 
over Lakeview. 

The Grosse Pointe 
North boys varsity soc-
cer team ended its sea-
son Thursday in a 
hard-fought regional 
finals game against 
B r o t h e r  R i c e  a t 
Clarencev i l le  High 
School. Both teams 
showed amazing effort 
and perseverance as 
they played through two 
overtime periods. In the 
end, Brother Rice was 
able to hold the lead for 
a fi nal score of 3-2. 

“The is the fi rst time 
the team has been to the 
regional finals in over 
20 years, so this was a 
great accomplishment 
for our program,” said 
North head coach Brad 
Vandevorde. 

The scoring started 
just minutes into the 
game with a goal from 
Brother Rice’s Giulino 
Denipoti. Trailing by 
one, the Norsemen were 
on their heels much of 
the fi rst half. A big rush 
by senior Tom Sheffi eld 
wi th  two  minutes 
remaining in the first 
half  turned things 
a r o u n d  f o r  t h e 
Norsemen. The Brother 
R i c e  g o a l t e n d e r 
attacked Sheffi eld, leav-
ing a loose ball in front 
to be put in by James 
Streberger. 

Heading into the sec-
ond half at a 1-1 tie, 
North put in one more 
goal, this one by senior 
Tommy Harris, to take 
the 2-1 lead. With 10 
minutes remaining in 
the second half, Brother 
Rice tied the game 2-2 
with a goal from for-
ward Liam Heming.

Playing out two full 
overtime periods, the 
Warriors put one fi nal 
goal on the board end-
ing the game at 3-2 and 
advancing Brother Rice 
to the state semifi nals. 

Despite a disappoint-
ing overt ime loss , 
Vandevorde believes his 
team was focused and 
prepared heading into 
the game. 

“I think being scored 
on so quickly caused 
our guys to get a little 
shell shocked, but I’m 
proud of how they 
responded coming back 
and putting one in the 
net right before half-
time.” 

Vandevorde believes 
his team dominated the 
second half of the game 
once they regained their 
confi dence. 

“The guys played so 
h a r d , ”  h e  s a i d . 
“Obviously, they were 
heartbroken after the 
loss, but I couldn’t be 
more proud of them.” 

Vandevorde believes 
the team’s success this 

season has set a stan-
dard for North soccer 
that they will continue to 
play by in the future. 

“We compete every 
day, work hard and go 
for championships,” he 
added.

Senior captain Tom 
Sheffi eld left his remarks 
on the season. 

“We had a tough start 
and a few hard losses, 
but we hit the reset but-
ton and came together 
as a team,” Sheffield 
said. “From there, every-
one on our team was 
committed to our pro-
cess and knew what we 
wanted to accomplish.” 

Sheffield grew up 
playing soccer in Grosse 
Pointe and has had the 
pleasure of playing with 
many of his teammates 
since he was 8 years old. 

“It was amazing to 
end the season on a high 
note after playing with 
these guys for so many 
years,” he said. “I just 
wanted to say a big 
thank you to the coaches 
and the rest of the soc-
cer program for believ-
ing in our team and 
giving their best effort 
every day. I also wish 
the best of luck to our 
juniors, sophomores 
and freshman going into 
next season. I know 
they will succeed, no 
matter how hard it 
gets.”

Successful North 
soccer season ends
By Alexis Bohlinger
Staff Writer

University Liggett’s 
boys soccer team accom-
plished great things 
throughout the 2021 sea-
son. From sophomore 
Claudio Cavallo setting a 
new program record for 
goals to winning the 
Catholic League and dis-
trict championships, the 
Knights had plenty to be 
proud of. Liggett wanted 
to keep that magic roll-
ing into a regional cham-
pionship win and a spot 
in the Division 4 final 
four, but a heartbreaking 
1-0 loss to Allen Park 
Inter-City Baptist put an 
end to the Knights’ post-
season run. 

The Knights and 
Chargers found them-

selves in a dramatic 
showdown throughout 
T h u r s d a y  n i g h t ’ s 
regional fi nal. Both sides 
had their share of 
chances and Liggett 
nearly found itself on the 
board fi rst when a shot 
by Cavallo went just 
wide in the 32nd minute. 
A strong goalkeeping 
performance by Liggett’s 
Alex George helped keep 
the game level in a score-
less tie at halftime. 

Inter-City Baptist got 
the fi rst big opportunity 
on goal in the second 
half with a free-kick, but 
a wide shot kept the 
Chargers off the score-
board and the game 
scoreless. The Knights 
had another big chance 
with 25 minutes remain-
ing when Doug Wood 

put a shot off the post. 
As time wound down, 

the Knights’ offense con-
tinued to get chances on 
goal .  Caval lo  had 
another great shot that 
again went off the post 
and dashed Liggett’s 
hopes of taking the lead. 

George’s strong play 
in net for the Knights 
continued as the match 
got down to the final 
moments. With just 10 
seconds  l e f t ,  the 
Chargers managed to 
fi nd the back of the net 
for the night’s fi rst and 
only goal and ended 
Liggett’s season with a 
tightly contested 1-0 
loss. 

The loss brings the 
Knights’ 2021 season to 
an end with a fi nal record 
of 19-3. 

Knights fall 
in dramatic 
regional fi nal
By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter
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did not stop DiVita from 
falling in love with her 
soon-to-be new team. 

“The recruiting process 
was a little crazy because 
it was during COVID, so 
I couldn’t really meet a 
lot of coaches or play in 
front of them,” DiVita 
said. “In the end, 
Lipscomb University was 
the one that really stood 
out to me. … I just really 
enjoyed the coaching and 
the girls and the program 
has a lot of potential.”

Alongside DiVita for the 
recruiting process and 
throughout her growth as 
a player has been her 
mother, Janeil DiVita, 
who also is the head coach 

of South’s volleyball team. 
It may not always be easy 
to be the coach’s kid, but 
DiVita sees that connec-
tion as a key to the suc-
cess of both them and the 
Blue Devils as a whole. 

“I’ve really loved it 
because we’re really 
good at being able to 
communicate about a lot 
of topics,” DiVita said. “I 
think that’s made this 
program become what it 
is and has so much more 
potential with her coach-
ing. I really enjoy it 
because it’s nice having 
my mom there and being 
able to talk to me and see 
things from my perspec-
tive, but also from a 
coaching perspective.”

The connection and 
chemistry with her coach 
also is there with DiVita 
and her teammates. 

DiVita and the Blue Devils 
enter this year’s volleyball 
playoffs after winning a 
share of the MAC White 
division championship. 
With help from herself, 
her mother and her team-
mates, DiVita is seeing 
South’s program continu-
ing to grow and leaving a 
legacy once her senior 
season is over. 

“The team chemistry is 
the best it’s been since I’ve 
been playing at South,” she 
said. “A lot of the girls have 
been playing since when 
they were freshmen until 
now and we’ve created 
those bonds. Everybody’s 
open to sharing with every-
body on the team and we 
really get along.”

To nominate a future 
Athlete of the Week, visit 
grossepointenews.com/
athlete-of-the-week. 

ATHLETE:
Continued from page 1D
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709 TOWNHOUSES /
CONDOS FOR RENT

716 OFFICE / COMMERCIAL 
FOR RENT

820 BUSINESS FOR SALE

Property For Rent

100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

119 TRANSPORTATION /
TRAVEL

586-267-5941

AIRPORT
SHUTTLE!

120 TUTORING EDUCATION

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

MASSAGE
room for rent at

Edwin Paul Salon.
90% sound proof.

$150 weekly.
(313)885-9001

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

Edwin Paul Salon
has some chairs for
rent. If you prefer a
1099 mindset give

me a call.
 I have been able to
make a move in this
direction while still

offering W/2 to
those who prefer

that. Give us a call.
(313)885-9001

203 HELP WANTED
DENTAL / MEDICAL

MAMMOGRAPHY
Technologist
 Grosse Pointe

Physicians X-Ray
Center, P.C.

is hiring a
Mammography

Technologist to join
our team. This is a
Part- Time to Full-
Time position with

flexible hours/
schedule and a

long- term opportun-
ity for growth.
Flexible hours,
no weekends.

 Position Summary
 • Responsible for

performing accurate
and efficient

Mammography
exams utilizing

appropriate imaging
equipment

 • Using independ-
ent judgement.

 • Demonstrate good
clinical skills and
provide the best

possible images for
interpretation.
 • Effectively

communicates with
administrative, med-
ical staff, and peers.
 • Follow radiation
safety procedures

and guidelines
 • Must be very
patient centric,

compassionate, and
computer savvy.
 • Clean and re-

stock exams room.
 Education/
Experience

 • Registered
Mammography
technologist or
registry eligible.

 • Experience in per-
forming screening

and diagnostic
mammograms

 • Would consider
training course for
the right ARRT re-
gistered candidate.
 Please forward all

resumes to:
HR@eprpc.com

210 HELP WANTED
RESTAURANT

300 SITUATIONS WANTED
BABYSITTERS

302 CAREGIVER

305 HOUSE CLEANING

312 ORGANIZING

400 ANTIQUES /
COLLECTIBLES

403 AUCTIONS

415 WANTED TO BUY

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

Let the 
Classifieds

Do The Walking

Buy it.

$ell it.

Fast!

Call now...

313-882-6900

DIRECTORY OF SERVICES
Some classifications are not required by law to be licensed. Please check with the proper state agency to verify license.

911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK 912 BUILDING / REMODELING

927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

929 DRYWALL / PLASTERING

934 FENCES

936 FLOOR SANDING /
REFINISHING

939 GENERAL SERVICES

WINDOW
CLEANING

 Gutters • Leaves
 Tom Micoli

 (313)656-9402

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

945 HANDYMAN

945 HANDYMAN 948 INSULATION

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

957 PLUMBING
& INSTALLATION

960 ROOFING SERVICES

981 WINDOW WASHING

DON’T FORGET-
Call your ads in EARLY!

Classifi ed
Advertising

(313)882-6900 x1(313)882-6900 ext. 1 (313)882-6900 ext. 1

4D   GROSSE POINTE NEWS, NOVEMBER 4, 2021                PHONE: (313) 882-6900 EXT. 1       WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COM                PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD TODAY!

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
PHONE: 313-882-6900 EXT. 1 WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COMFAX: 313-882-1585

Your Local
Handyman Services
313-886-8088

COLOR Your Ad
(313)882-6900 x1

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Custom Paint - Plaster
Repair & Restoration

FREE CONSULT

313-886-8088
HANDYMAN SERVICES


