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THE GROSSE POINTES 
— The Great Lakes Water 
Authority has seen the 
light.

The authority, targeted 
by lawsuits alleging it 
mismanaged rain and 
sewer water that backed 
up from faulty pumping 

stations into thousands 
of basements during big 
storms last summer, 
claims immunity due to 
being victimized from 
above.

“They’re arguing it’s 
an act of God,” said Steve 
Liddle, an attorney repre-
senting about 6,000 
households fl ooded dur-
ing a storm beginning the 

evening of June 25. 
“Under Michigan case 
law, ‘act of God’ means a 
weather event so massive 
it could not be antici-
pated.”

To qualify for immu-
nity, the authority also 
must prove the storm 
was the sole cause of 
sewer backups and fl ood-
ing. As lawyers term it, 

there was “an absence of 
human agency,” or, sim-
ply, people had nothing 
to do with it.

“Yet admissions by the 
authority that pumps 
weren’t working and 
pumping capacity was 
down defeats their argu-
ment,” Liddle said. “But, 
that has to be determined 
by the court.”

Hundreds of Grosse 
Pointe residents had yet 
to fully drain their base-

ments of sewer water, 
disinfect soiled floors, 
walls and basement 
stairs, and discard ruined 
furniture, electronics and 
keepsakes when repre-
sentatives of the author-
ity began citing the storm 
as a rare, 1,000-year 
event — a downpour 
unfathomable to occur 
more than once a millen-
nium and which no sewer 
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GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— The Park endured a 
contentious council 
throughout the year, end-
ing with one of the most 
divisive elections in re-
cent history. Outcries for 
justice and equality in the 
community ran high. 
New Public Safety 
Director Bryan Jarrell 
brought with him com-
munity outreach pro-
grams, and flooding 
caused by intense rain-
storms in June had the 
public demanding an-
swers to infrastructure is-
sues.

This is the year in 
review.

January
◆ Despite the pan-

demic interrupting res-
taurant business, Alma 
Kitchen celebrates a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony at 
its location on Mack 
Avenue. The restaurant 
features food from all 
over the world, which 
owner Gary Mui dubbed, 
“borderless cooking.”

◆ Director of Public 
Safety Stephen Poloni 
leaves the Park for a city 
manager position in 
Grosse Pointe Shores.

February
◆ Home invasions in 

the Park and Shores are 
connected to a South 

Park drowns 
in contention
By Kate Vanderstelt
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE 
FA R M S  A N D 
SHORES  — As one of 
several potential opportu-
nities with federal infra-
structure dollars becom-
ing available, the Farms, 
Shores and Wayne 
County intend to apply 
for a grant to consider a 
soft shore fi shery habitat 
as a fi x to the chronic de-
terioration of the three-
mile stretch of Lakeshore 
seawall in the two 
Pointes. 

The grant, available 
through the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Adminis trat ion,  or 
NOAA, is intended to cre-
ate a better ecological 
environment for a fi sh-
ery, but also could pro-

vide the long-term 
solution to ongoing sea-
wall concerns the cities 
have been seeking.

The main idea of the 
project, Farms City 
Manager Shane Reeside 
said, is “softening the 
shoreline, so it’s not just 
all concrete and steel. It’s 
using boulders and more 
natural features to help 
mitigate wave action and 
just be more environ-
mentally friendly.” 

The natural habitat 
would include layers of 
walls, just off the shore-
line and of different 
shapes and depths, to 
slow down wave action, 
as well as pools dug deep 
in certain areas with 
sunken trees and wooden 
structures to create fi sh 

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Fishery habitat considered for seawall

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — As the Farms 
pursued grants to address 
fl ooding mitigation, sea-
wall deterioration and 
roadwork throughout the 
year, it also saw the retire-
ment of several longtime 
community leaders. 

This is the year in 
review.

January
◆ City administration 

continues pushing for 
removal of a portion of 
the 180 signs added to 
Lakeshore Road from 

Warner to just past 
Moross. Wayne County 
and the Michigan 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Transportation point 
toward each other for the 
responsibility of address-
ing the situation.

◆ City council begins 
considering sewer sepa-
ration of the systems 
north of Moross — a new 
storm sewer would be 
constructed along the 
road with the old sewer 
converted into the sani-
tary system — as well as 
those on Mount Vernon, 
McMillan and McKinley; 

Farms has a year 
of changing posts
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Flood suits in hands of judge
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

The fi x for 
the 
Lakeshore 
seawall’s 
chronic 
deteriora-
tion could 
come with 
the added 
bonus of 
creating a 
better eco-
logical en-
vironment 
for fi shery.

FILE PHOTO

2021  IN  REVIEW

2021  IN  REVIEW

Best 
wishes 
for you 
in 2022!
As we bid farewell to 2021 and all 

of its topsy-turvy ups and downs, 

we at the Grosse Pointe News wish 

everyone a 2022 full of peace and 

prosperity, which we sense in 

George Henry Hall’s classic “The 

Snow Flurry.”
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GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— A return to the days of 
diverting unmanageable 
volumes of combined 
storm and sewer water 
from backing into base-
ments doesn’t mean a re-
turn to dumping sewage 
into Fox Creek just inside 
the Detroit border.

Instead, Grosse Pointe 
Park representatives 
want the option to divert 
overwhelming storm 
surges directly into Lake 
St. Clair where they will 
dissipate among nearly 
1.4 million gallons of 
water fl owing each sec-
ond down the Detroit 
River.

“Reconnecting to Fox 
Creek is dead on arrival,” 
said Nick Sizeland, Park 
city manager. “We’re not 
going to do that again.”

The lake option is 
anticipated to promise 
the relatively quick disso-
lution of a combined sew-
age discharge to the 
benefit of residents 
threatened by water 
backing into basements 
through fl oor drain open-

ings.
“Nobody wants to 

dump raw sewage into 
our Great Lakes, but we 
have to stop putting this 
in people’s basements,” 
Sizeland said.

He is among Park offi -
cials seeking state 
approval to outfit the 
municipal sewer network 
with an emergency 
release valve. The valve 
allows combined storm 
and sewer water to be 
diverted straight into the 
lake rather than fl ow as 
currently designed to 
pumping stations on 
Detroit’s east side.

“We keep updating 
(state environmental offi -
cials) on tasks we are 
doing, such as installing 
fl ow meters to help deter-
mine what would activate 
an emergency relief 
valve,” Sizeland said.

“The biggest funda-
mental issue facing the 
city is we have a sanitary 
barrel running through 
the city over which we 
have no control,” Park 
Councilman Max Wiener 
said. “Unfortunately, our 
partner in Detroit, the 
Great Lakes Water 

Authority, is hugely unre-
liable on major fl ooding. 
If their system goes 
down, we have no capac-
ity to do anything. That is 
not something residents 
can abide by.”

“This isn’t something 
Grosse Pointe Park is 
going to back down on,” 
Sizeland said.

The proposed emer-
gency valve would divert 
flow from an under-
ground holding facility in 
Patterson Park at the foot 
of Three Mile Drive. The 
outfall is at the breakwall, 
not from a pipe that 
would have to be con-
structed with an opening 
beyond shoreline cur-
rents.

“The intention of this 
(EERV) is we never have 
to use it,” Wiener said. 
“We’re also looking at our 
storm water system to see 
what we can do to scale 
up capacity to take the 
stress off of it overall.”

Water Authority repre-
sentatives reported at 
least two of their net-
work’s eastside Detroit 
pumping stations — 
Connors Creek and Freud 
— had some degree of 

failure during storms last 
summer from which 
thousands of residents 
reported basement fl ood-
ing.

Paul Doherty, a Park 
resident and attorney for 
hundreds of flood vic-
tims, cites those admis-
sions in what may 
become a class action suit 
in Wayne County Circuit 
Court against the Great 
Lakes Water Authority, 
Detroit water depart-
ment, Park and City of 
Grosse Pointe.

“We used to be able to 
divert into Fox Creek, but 
litigation in the 1990s 
ended that,” Doherty 
said. “So, we have a cap-
tive system that all fl ows 
into Connors Creek and 
Freud. When that system 
starts backing up, we 
don’t have fl oodgates, so 
to speak. But, in extreme 
circumstances, we have 
to have the ability to do 
that. The lakes and rivers 
have multiple billions of 
gallons of water in them. 
One storm is not going to 
ruin anyone’s world. The 
lake is going to eat that 
up. In no time it will be 
like it never happened.”

Better lake than basements
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

habitats. 
“ M o s t  r e c e n t l y, 

(NOAA) did a compre-
hensive survey of the fi sh 
population in 2018, and 
it’s a really declining 
population and particu-
larly on the west side of 
Lake St. Clair,” Reeside 
said. “(On) the east side, 
the Canadian side, the 
fi sh population is doing 
much better.”

Along with the habitat 
work, the grant would 
provide funding to fi x the 
deteriorated sections of 
the current seawall.

“They’ll all but pretty 
much guarantee that it’ll 
work,” Shores Public 
Works Director Mike 
Way said. “It’s all just 
about approval and fund-
ing and the correct 
amount of funding to do 
it.”

The next possible step 
forward with this 
approach would be a fea-
sibility study conducted 
by NOAA. Two small test 
sites would be created, 
one in the Farms and one 
in the Shores, to see if the 
intended effects would 
be successful.

“If it doesn’t work in 
those areas, then they 

scrap the idea,” Shores 
City Manager Stephen 
Poloni explained. “If it 
works in those areas — 
we see the wave action 
being delayed (and) fi sh-
ery increasing — then 
their goal is to do the 
entire stretch.”

The deadline to apply 
for the grant through 
NOAA is early January. 
While the project is esti-
mated at $18 million to 
$20 million, according to 
Poloni, this is one of the 
few grants where each 
step of the process would 
be covered completely.

“This is just one of sev-
eral approaches that are 
being made,” Reeside 
emphasized. “Wayne 
County is still actively 
pursuing, to my under-
standing, federal appro-
priations for seawall 
replacement … where 
you’re actually putting 
sheeting in front of the 
existing seawall and 
tying it back and fortify-
ing what’s there.”

In the interim, he 
added, the cities continue 
to put pressure on the 
county to address heavily 
deteriorated areas of the 
seawall and conduct 
intermediate restoration 
to fi ll the voids as work 
continues toward long-
term solutions.

FISHERY:
Continued from page 1A

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — At a council 
meeting Monday, Dec. 20, 
Grosse Pointe Woods 
Councilman Todd 
McConnaghy made a mo-
tion to effectually force the 
city clerk’s resignation, or 
else give the city power to 
terminate her job. 

“On behalf of the com-
pensation and evaluation 
committee,” McConnaghy 
said at the meeting, “I 
would seek direction from 
the city council, specifi-
cally I’d request a motion 
to authorize compensa-
tion and evaluation to 
meet with the city clerk 
and request her resigna-
tion. If the city clerk 
refuses to resign, I would 
request the compensation 
and evaluation have 
authority to terminate the 
city clerk’s employment.”

Seconded by Mayor Pro 
Tem Vicki Granger, fol-
lowed with no discussion, 
the motion passed unani-
mously.

The city clerk, Lisa 
Hathaway, was not pres-
ent at the meeting; instead, 
Deputy City Clerk Paul 

Antolin conducted her 
usual duties.

The vote comes after an 
amendment to the charter 
passed in the November 
election, allowing the 
municipality to transfer 
authority of the clerk from 
city council to city admin-
istration with the enact-
ment of an ordinance.

“It will smooth things 
out so that everybody in 
the city hall is reporting to 
one person who is on site 
every work day, and not to 
the city council who isn’t 
really there on a daily 
basis,” Mayor Arthur 
Bryant said back then.

Such an ordinance has 
not yet been created.

Hathaway served as 
Woods city clerk 28 years. 
In July 2020, the Michigan 
Association of Municipal 
C lerks  announced 
Hathaway’s designation 
as a Michigan profes-
sional municipal clerk, 
earning her a level three 
designation — the highest 
statewide.

Along with recently 
retired City Administrator 
Bruce Smith, McConnaghy 
and Hathaway were 
unable to be reached for 
comment by press time.

Force of hand
By Kate Vanderstelt
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— After chairing the 
Downtown Development 
Authority since its incep-
tion in 1986, Dr. Philip 
Hessburg has decided to 
step down and let the new 
generation take the reins. 

In Hessburg’s time, he 
recalled the DDA accom-
plishing many tasks, like 
implementing the medi-
ans along Jefferson 
between Somerset and 
Alter, ridding the north 
side of Jefferson of 
“defunct enterprises,” 
adding “beautiful condo-
miniums” and starting, 
“through the generosity 
of (the Schaaps and the 
Manoogians),” a state-of-
the-art performing arts 
center, “which is going to 

add a tremendous facility 
to not only the Grosse 
Pointes, but to Detroit as 
well.”

Hessburg said, “The 
city was in terrible shape 
in the early 1980s (before 
the DDA), and to look at 

it now and to see how 
desirable housing is 
throughout the entire 
city, not just the well-to-
do areas of the city, but 
the entire city … much of 
that is related to the fact 
that Mayors Patterson 
and Heenan and Denner 
turned the city around. 
We’ve been blessed 
here.”

He added while much 
has improved in the DDA 
district during his tenure, 
he doesn’t believe he can 
take credit for it.

“The DDA has been a 
s u c c e s s  p r i m a r i l y 
because we’ve had really 
good mayors and really 
good (city managers),” 
he said. “And it has been 
a wonderful experience. 
The opportunity for a city 
like Grosse Pointe Park 
to accomplish what it did 
would not have been pos-
sible without the DDA.”

Hessburg said as he 

hands the authority off to 
a younger generation, 
he’s looking forward to 
seeing how else they fi nd 
ways to improve the city.

“I think it’s a time to 
rethink where this end of 
the Park is going,” he 
said. “I think that we’ve 
done a big city plan and 
we’ve done a big parking 
study and most is already 
accomplished with the 
DDA, but I don’t think 
that a couple of young 
leaders (City Manager 
Nick Sizeland and Mayor 
Michele Hodges) will fail 
to fi nd ways that we can 
improve things even fur-
ther.

“It’ll be exciting for me 
to watch Mr. Sizeland 
and Mayor Hodges as 
they contribute to our 
city.”

Hessburg’s fi nal meet-
ing as chairman of the 
DDA was Wednesday, 
Dec. 8.

By Kate Vanderstelt
Staff Writer

DDA Chair Hessburg retires

Dr. Philip Hessburg

Charles “Chip” Berschback was sworn in as the 
Farms/Shores municipal judge by City of Grosse 
Pointe Judge Russell Ethridge at noon Monday, Dec. 
27.
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a storm interceptor down 
Chalfonte; and a pump-
ing station at the corner 
of Moross and Chalfonte. 

February
◆ Restaurants and 

bars are allowed to 
reopen with restrictions.

◆ The Farms, Shores 
and Wayne County con-
sider an intergovern-
mental agreement that 
would fund the develop-
ment of a basis of design 
report for an engineer-
ing recommendation to 
drive metal sheet piling 
in front of the current 
existing Lakeshore sea-
wall and tie it back, as a 
$25 million fix to the 
chronic deterioration.

◆ In its first update 
since 2013, the rede-
signed city website goes 
live.

◆ Preliminary site 
work begins on major 
campus improvements 
at The War Memorial, 
i n c l u d i n g  a  n e w 
25,000-square-foot addi-
tion and ballroom ter-
race.

March
◆ The Bronze Door 

announces its return to 
123 Kercheval on The 
Hill, in a nod to a popu-
lar restaurant of the 
same name and in the 
same location from the 
1960s to early ’80s.

◆ City council votes to 
build a new $242,312 
gazebo at Pier Park, 
with $100,000 donated 
from the Grosse Pointe 
Farms Foundation. 

◆ Joseph McMahon is 
arrested for allegedly 
committing larcenies 
from at least 13 vehicles 
and one vehicle theft in 
the last month in the 
City, Farms and Park. 
The 56-year-old Detroit 
man served time in the 
past for breaking and 
entering into the Farms 
public safety building in 
2011.

◆ Concessionaire 
Dick Graves retires 
after four decades at 
Pier Park.

April
◆ Cameras in city hall 

and the public safety 
department are upgraded 
from analog to digital. 

◆ City council approves 
on-street dining in The 
Hill district. 

◆ Councilman James 
Farquhar announces he 
will not run for re-elec-
tion for the fi rst time in 
two decades, come 
November.

◆ Yet another vehicle 
crashes through the Pier 
Park iron gates. The 
26-year-old Detroit man 
behind the wheel is found 
to be intoxicated.

◆ A total of 116 teach-
ers districtwide in the 
Grosse Pointe Public 
School System call in 
sick following a Board of 
Education meeting, dur-
ing which a resolution 
passed 6-1 to continue 
full face-to-face learning 
and alter quarantine and 
distancing guidelines.

May
◆ For the third year in 

a row, the City and Farms 
apply for a joint grant 
through MDOT that 
would fund 40 percent of 
resurfacing work on 
Fisher Road between 
Mack and Kercheval.

June
◆ A body is discovered 

fl oating in Lake St. Clair 
near Fisher and recov-
ered by the U.S. Coast 

Guard.
◆ Fishfl y Café opens as 

the new Pier Park con-
cession stand.

◆ Officers rescue six 
ducklings after they fall 
through a Lakeshore 
sewer grate.

◆ Flooding and sewage 
backup occurs in the 
Grosse Pointes overnight 
June 25, as 7 inches of 
rain hit the cities in three 
hours. The War Memorial 
experiences a loss esti-
mated to be in the mil-
lions, including a total 
loss of the Patriot 
Theater. 

◆ City council unani-
mously approves a 
7,500-square-foot, two-
story addition to the 
south portion of the 
Grosse Pointe Public 
Library’s Central branch 
building.

July
◆ President Joe Biden 

approves a Michigan 
disaster declaration for 
Wayne and Washtenaw 
counties, opening federal 
funds for home and busi-
ness owners affected by 
the June 25-26 rain event.

August
◆ The fi rst Pointe’s Art 

Festival features 35 local 
artists and a lineup of 
musicians.

◆ Charles Berschback 
and Kevin Smith pass the 
primary race and will 
move on to the November 

election as candidates for 
the Farms/Shores munic-
ipal judge.

◆ Two-thirds of the 
s i g n s  p l a c e d  o n 
Lakeshore last October 
are deemed either unnec-
essary or optional, 
according to a road safety 
audit by a consultant 
engineering company 
hired by MDOT.

◆ Following the annex-
ation of seven Provencal 
homes from the Woods to 
the Farms in October 
2019, the two Pointes 
reach an indebtedness 
and liabilities settlement 
agreement for tax reve-
nue from the parcels the 
Woods was relying on. 
Beginning the 2021-22 
fi scal year, the Farms will 
pay $40,000 annually for 
four years to the Woods, 
for a total amount of 
$160,000. 

◆ Offi cers hook a hose 
line up to a hydrant to 
provide fast water to a 
resident’s approximately 
10,000-gallon koi pond 
that had nearly drained, 
threatening the lives of 
dozens of koi. 

◆ A fi re breaks out on 
the third-fl oor decks at 
the Henry Ford Medical 
Center-Pierson Clinic 
and is put out before 
entering the interior of 
the building, resulting in 
no injuries.

◆ A storm knocks out 
power to more than 1,000 
homes in the Farms, 

many of which remain 
out for days.

◆ A historical marker 
commemorating Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s speech 
“The Other America” in 
the gymnasium of what 
was then Grosse Pointe 
High School on March 
14, 1968, is dedicated at 
South.

September
◆ The War Memorial 

holds a service for the 
20th anniversary of the 
terrorist attacks of Sept. 
11, 2001.

◆ Construction of the 
Pier Park gazebo is com-
pleted.

October
◆ The Farms and City 

are denied an MDOT 
grant to resurface Fisher 
Road between Mack and 
Kercheval for the third 
year in a row.

◆ FEMA denies public 
assistance to Wayne 
County for the June 25-26 
rain event. The state 
announces intent to 
appeal. 

◆ $750,000 is ear-
marked for the Lakeshore 
seawall project as a line 
item in the state’s fi scal 
year 2022 budget assigned 
by Gov.  Gretchen 
Whitmer.

◆ $200,000 in state 
funding is earmarked for 
phase  one 
implementa-
tion of the 
Mack Avenue 
S t r e e t s c a p e 
P l a n  f o r 
Detroit, the 
City, Farms and 
Park.

November
◆ Charles 

Berschback is 
elected the 
next Farms/
Shores munici-
pal judge. 

◆ After serv-
ing  as  an 
a p p o i n t e d 
council mem-
ber July 2018 
to November 
2019, Sierra 

Donaven is elected to city 
council in an uncontested 
election. Incumbent 
Mayor Louis Theros and 
council members John 
Gil looly and Beth 
Konrad-Wilberding also 
retain their seats.

◆ The custom-built 
$627,000 Fire Engine 3 
arrives at the Farms sta-
tion. The truck is dedi-
cated to Public Safety 
Director Dan Jensen, 
who has announced 
plans to retire at the end 
of the year.

◆ FEMA approves pub-
lic assistance to Wayne 
and Ionia counties for the 
June 26 rain event.

December
◆ A Brownell Middle 

School student is charged 
for alleged conduct on 
Dec. 2: Intentional threat 
to commit an act of vio-
lence against a school, 
school employees or stu-
dents and malicious use 
of a telecommunications 
device.

◆ Matthew Rumora 
retires as municipal 
judge after 33 years.

◆ Dan Jensen retires 
after 15 years as the 
director of public safety.

◆ 15-year Farms 
Deputy Director John 
Hutchins is appointed 
the next director of pub-
lic safety.
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 ◆ Main Street Grosse Pointe board meeting, 5:30 p.m. 
at The Collaborative, 17000 Kercheval, second fl oor.

The Week Ahead

system designed for the 
region’s normal range of 
weather conditions could 
have handled.

“If no sewer system 
could have handled it, 
why then did only (the 
authority’s) defective 
sewer system cause mas-
sive sewer backups?” 
said Paul Doherty, a 
Grosse Pointe Park resi-
dent and attorney repre-
senting an estimated 600 
fellow fl ood victims. “We 
didn’t have the same 
prob lem in  Troy, 
Birmingham, Sterling 
Heights, Novi, Plymouth, 
Royal Oak (or) Ferndale. 
It was only unique to 
communities that the 
Connor Creek and Freud 
(pumping stations on the 
eastside of Detroit) han-
dled.”

“Could there have been 
100 percent prevention 
of the fl ooding we saw? I 
don’t think in my wildest 
dreams,” said Sue 
McCormick at the time.

McCormick  soon 
thereafter resigned as 
CEO of the Great Lakes 
Water Authority, provider 
of drinking and wastewa-
ter services to 125 com-
munities in southeast 
Michigan, including the 
Grosse Pointes. “These 
combined sewer systems 
were so overwhelmed 
that 100 percent preven-
tion I don’t believe was 
possible,” she said.

Yet, during the same 
discussion, authority offi -
cials volunteered numer-
ous electrical  and 
equipment fa i lures 
reduced water handling 
capacity at the Connors 
Creek pump station on 
East Jefferson across 
from the Chrysler factory 
and at the Freud station, 
less than a half mile away 
at the corner of Freud 
and Clairpointe.

“There were all these 
public pronouncements 
that they had a real prob-
lem, pump failures all 
over the place,” Liddle 
said. “It’s consistent with 
what we already know.”

Doherty also disputes 
how the authority seeks 
to claim transcendent 
victimhood while admit-
ting operating defi cien-
cies at its pumping 
stations.

“When you have 16 
storm pumps and only 
seven, or maybe eight, 
come online sometime 
after 2 a.m., what’s been 
going on from 8 or 9 
p.m.?” he said. “Had 
these things kicked on as 
needed, you’d say we had 
a pumping system that 
worked at 100 percent 
capacity. That might have 
some ring of truth to it, 
but when you have at 
best 50 percent of your 
pumps working, you 
don’t give the area a 
fi ghting chance.”

Both suits are in the 
hands of Wayne County 
Circuit Judge Annette J. 
Berry and name the 

Great Lakes Water 
Authority, Detroit Water 
a n d  S e w e r a g e 
Department, City of 
Detroit, City of Grosse 
Pointe and Grosse Pointe 
Park.

Park officials might 
fi nd themselves on both 
sides of the matter.

“We’ve heard about the 
‘act of God’ thing, so 
we’re in kind of a holding 
pattern right now,” said 
Nick Sizeland, Park city 
manager. “People are 
suing us. I’m sure we’ll 
wind up suing the Great 
Lakes Water Authority in 
a joint effort with other 
communities. We have 
the right to fi ght back as 
well.”

“The next step is the 
parties are going to brief 
the defendant’s motion to 
dismiss the case,” Liddle 
said. “Our responses are 
due in January. There 
will be an argument on 
that issue some time in 
February. Then there will 
be a decision.”

“Both the Great Lakes 
Water Authority and the 
D e t r o i t  W a t e r 
Department have filed 
motions to have some of 
the cases dismissed,” 
Doherty said.

He thinks those issues 
may not be heard until 
March or April.

“There’s been no deci-
sion whether this is in 
class action or a bunch of 
individual lawsuits as a 
mass tort,” Doherty said. 
“A mass tort is basically a 
way of describing a claim 

that has multiple, multi-
ple victims. A class action 
has numerous elements, 
one of which is numeros-
ity — a lot of people — 
and we certainly have 
that.”

Class actions also fea-
ture common injury or 
damage.

“We may or may not 
have that,” Doherty said. 
“Everybody has property 
damage, but it could dif-
fer from person to person 
in differing values. It’s 
too early to say which is 
the best way to see this 
case work through the 
system.”

If the cases are com-
bined into a single class 
action, Doherty, Liddle 
and a handful of other 
attorneys fi ling compara-
ble suits will continue 
representing the inter-
ests of their clients.

“ H y p o t h e t i c a l l y, ” 
Doherty said, “if it’s a 
class action settlement 
with X dollars to be 
divided amongst all those 
people, each lawyer will 
have their group of peo-
ple decide their damages 
and, in a perfect world, 
everybody gets 100 cents 
on the dollar. In all can-
dor, that’s probably not 
going to happen. But 
your claim will be valued 
based on damage to your 
property versus someone 
else. If your entire base-
ment was wiped out ver-
sus someone who lost a 
couch, compensation is 
going to be much greater 
for you.”

FLOOD:
Continued from page 1A

FARMS:
Continued from page 1A

FILE PHOTOS

Representatives from the Grosse Pointe Public School System, Grosse Pointe 
Board of Realtors and Grosse Pointe News worked together to create and in-
stall a historical marker commemorating the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King’s 
1968 visit to Grosse Pointe South High School.

Offi cer Mike Ryan was among sev-
eral Farms offi cers who rescued six 
ducklings from a drain on 
Lakeshore in June.

ahee.com

edmund t. AHEE jewelers
20139 Mack Avenue  |  Grosse Pointe Woods  |  313-886-4600

Celebrate Life’s Special Moments
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A4POINTER OF INTEREST

The future is bright, Grosse Pointe.

409 East Jefferson, Detroit, MI | (313) 963-6255 | dumoart.com

Here’s to 2022.

Auctions Hosted January 20th & 21st, 2022
Detroit’s Auction House Since 1927
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Terry Ayrault
January 7

Jack Stander
January 14

Joan Frear Capuano
January 21

Helena Haney
January 28

Melissa Fradenburg
February 4

Frank Sorise
February 11

Nominate someone you know as a Pointer of Interest 
by emailing jmcveigh@grossepointenews.com with 
your nominee’s name, the Pointe in which they live 
and a brief description of why you think they would 
make an interesting Pointer.

123021

Lanna Young
February 18

Tripp Tracy
February 25

Charles “Chip” Berschback
March 4

John Hunter
March 11

Lisa Thams
March 18

Michael & Blagica
Bottigliero

March 25

Amy Padesky
April 1

Kelly Houseman
April 8

Bill Mogk
April 15

Erin Martin
April 22

Ryan Steiner
April 29

Meaghan Brewster
May 6

Aimée Davis
May 13

Jeanene Adams
May 20

Dr. Louis D. Saravolatz
May 27

Brandon Justice
June 3

Katie Taylor
June 10

Sheila Taylor
June 17

Glenn Schleicher
June 24

Kim Baubie
July 1

Brandon Wheeler
July 8

Jane Schmidt
July 15

Madison Ginnebaugh
July 22

Dr. Leslie Wagner
July 29

Chin Rivard
August 5

Peter Maxwell
August 12

Jodie Rappe, M.D.
August 19

Samantha Buchanan
August 26

Richard Schroeder
September 2

Nolan Allaer
September 9

Mary Beth “MB” Mannino
September 16

Brooke Damon
September 23

Holly Rutherford
September 30

Eva Welsher
October 7

Dr. Alexander Bill, D.O.
October 14

Brian Brenner
October 21

Erin O’Mara
October 28

Darrell Finken
November 4

Katie Morgan
November 11

Nathan Martin
November 18

Mary Matuja
November 25

Ryan Ermanni
December 2

Mia Mattaliano
December 9

Will Thompson  
December 16

James Bellanca Jr.
December 23

The Grosse Pointe News congratulates our 2021 Pointers of Interest.

2021 Pointers of INTEREST
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Grosse Pointe Farms

No vaping zone
A student at an area 

high school was issued a 
citation for having a vap-
ing device on school 
property at 1 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 20.

False alarm
When offi cers were dis-

patched to a Kerby Road 
residence for a report of 
fire and smoke at 1:20 
p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 21, 
they found a 25-year-old 
Farms man burning 
leaves in an open pit in 
the backyard. 

Officers put out the 
fl ames with a water can 
and advised the resident 
of the city ordinance 

regarding open burning.
— Laurel Kraus

Report information 
about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Farms Public Safety, 
(313) 885-2100.

Grosse Pointe Park

Kicking
and spitting

A 21-year-old Detroit 
woman attempted to 
report her own vehicle 
stolen in a one-car acci-
dent at Mack and Harvard 

at 10:10 p.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 18.

When offi cers arrived, 
they found the woman 
likely intoxicated.

As they placed her 
under arrest, she spit at 
them and tried to kick 
them.

No injuries were 
reported.

Drinking 
and driving

A 34-year-old Roseville 
woman was stopped at 
Jefferson and Lakeland 
for speeding at 12:25 a.m. 

Wednesday, Dec. 22. She 
was found to be intoxi-
cated and was arrested.

— Kate Vanderstelt
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Park Public Safety, (313) 
822-7400.

City of Grosse Pointe

No crimes to report per 
dispatch.

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about crimes to the City 
of Grosse Pointe Public 

Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Shores

No crimes to report per 
dispatch.

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about crimes to Grosse 
Pointe Shores Public 
Safety, (313) 881-5500.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Fraud alert
A resident in the 1600 

block of Allard stated she 
last used her debit card 
out of state Sunday, Dec. 
19, and she may have 
dropped her card in the 
gas station parking lot 
where it was used.

She was alerted her 
card was used at two dif-
ferent stores, with trans-
action costs of $216.98.

She is making a fraud 
claim with her bank.

— Kate Vanderstelt
Report information 

about this and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Woods Public Safety, 
(313) 343-2400.

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS

American Theft Group, 
composed of Chilean citi-
zens who have over-
stayed their 90-day visa. 
The thefts also are con-
nected to a case just out-
side of Cleveland.

◆ A virtual visioning 
session is held via Zoom 
to gain engagement in 
the city’s master plan 
update process.

◆ The Park’s Urban 
Forester Brian Colter 
receives the 2020 Honors 
Award from the Michigan 
c h a p t e r  o f  t h e 
International Society of 
Arboriculture.

◆ Park Interim Public 
Safety Director Lt. James 
Bostock receives a phone 
call from a reporter ask-
ing about a Ku Klux Klan 
fl ag hung in a Park resi-
dent’s window. The fl ag 
faces the homeowner’s 
black neighbor, JeDonna 
Dinges, and creates an 
outcry for justice and 
equality in the commu-
nity. Neighbors later 
gather to rally in support 
of the Dinges family.

March
◆ The Park’s annual 

public safety report is 
presented, showing a 32 
percent decrease in 
crime from 2019. 

◆ City employees 
attend a training entitled 
“Understanding the 
Effects of Implicit Bias on 
Law Enforcement.”

◆ At its first annual 
event, the Grosse Pointe 
News, Grosse Pointe 
Park Tax Increment 
Finance Authority and 
Grosse Pointe Magazine 
partner to present 
Paddy’s in the Park, a 
street party on Kercheval 
Avenue celebrating St. 
Patrick’s Day.

April
◆ A traffi c stop attempt 

leads to the death of a 
22-year-old man when he 
drives through a red light 
and crashes a stolen blue 

Dodge Charger 
into a semi-truck 
at East Jefferson 
and Conner in 
Detroit.

◆ The TIFA 
approves a park-
ing study to be 
conducted in the 
business district.

◆ The long-
awaited Patterson 
Park dog park 
breaks ground.

May
◆ City council 

discusses imple-
menting an ethnic 
intimidation ordi-
nance in response to a Ku 
Klux Klan flag being 
hung in a resident’s win-
dow. 

◆ Director of Public 
Safety Bryan Jarrell is 
hired to replace Poloni in 
his move to city manager 
in the Shores. 

◆ The planning com-
mission holds an open 
house at the Tompkins 
Center for residents to 
give input on the city’s 
master plan update.

June
◆ Jarrell begins his 

community outreach 
efforts with “Coffee with 
a Cop,” an event where 
residents may visit with 
and get to know their 
public safety offi cers. 

◆ Flooding sweeps the 
Pointes as 7 inches of 
rain falls over three 
hours. The Park is hit the 
hardest, with more than 
half of homes suffering 
from sewage-fi lled base-
ments.

July
◆ A virtual town hall is 

held to give residents 
answers to their flood-
re la ted  ques t ions . 
Around 400 residents log 
onto Zoom and Facebook. 
City Manager Nick 
Sizeland seems to be 
leaning toward the pur-
suit of an extreme emer-
gency relief valve, or 
EERV. 

◆ The Pointes are 
again hit with heavy rain 

and sewage backups fi ll-
ing residents’ basements.

August
◆ Cornwall Bakery 

closes its doors after 
serving the community 
baked goods since 
September 2014.

◆ Max Wiener tops 
i n c u m b e n t  D a r c i 
McConnell in a primary 
election for city council. 

Brian Brenner is elimi-
nated from consider-
ation, with Christine 
Gallagher, Tom Caulfi eld, 
Jeff Greer and Tim Kolar 
rounding out the fi nalists 
moving forward.

◆ Longtime Detective 
Sgt. Mike Narduzzi 
retires from the Park for 
a position with the City of 
Grosse Pointe.

◆ An ordinance enforc-

ing the disconnec-
tion of downspouts 
is updated as the 
city faces the after-
math of the June 
storm.

◆ After a two-
year hiatus and 
uncerta inty  i t 
would ever charm 
the streets again, 
the K-Line Trolley 
r e t u r n s  t o 
Kercheval.

September
◆ Owner and 

operator of Beacon 
Pointe Pharmacy 
Hasna Bashir Iwas 

is indicted for unlawful 
distribution of prescrip-
tion drug controlled sub-
stances, conspiracy and 
unlawfully maintaining 
drug-involved premises.

◆ Cooped-up pups 
roam free at the long-
awaited Patterson Park 
dog park opening. 

October
◆ Absentee ballots are 

replaced after an initial 
round of ballots fail to 
identify Judge Carl 
Jarboe as an incumbent 
candidate. 

◆ A draft of the city’s 
master plan, in process 
since 2019, is presented 
at a planning commis-
sion meeting.

◆ Contractors break 
ground at the site of the 
long-awaited department 
of public works building. 
The new building will 
a p p e a r  b e t w e e n 
Maryland and Wayburn 
on Mack Avenue, and 
will be the fi rst space spe-
cifi cally built for use by 
DPW.

November
◆ An employee assis-

tance program is enacted, 
allowing all city employ-
ees confi dential counsel-
ing sessions.

◆ In a contentious elec-
tion, Michele Hodges is 
elected the Park’s first 
female mayor and Tom 
Caulfield, Max Wiener 
and Christine Gallagher 
are elected to council. 
Incumbent Carl Jarboe 
keeps his title of munici-
pal judge. 

◆ Counci lwoman 
Aimee Fluitt announces 
she will vacate her seat.

◆ A ribbon-cutting cer-
emony, featuring yellow 
police tape, is held for the 
new public safety depart-
ment gym, funded by the 
Grosse Pointe Park 
Foundation.

December
◆ Martin McMillan is 

appointed to city council 
to fi ll the 2-year partial 
term left by Michele 
Hodges. 

◆ Brian Brenner is 
appointed to city council 
after Councilwoman 
Aimee Fluitt’s resigna-
tion is fi nalized. Brenner 
will fi ll a 2-year partial 
term.

◆ The Park makes big 
moves toward increasing 
parking opportunities as 
the TIFA approves tear-
ing down a house at 1166 
Maryland and the 
Downtown Development 
Authority signs a memo-
randum of understand-
ing to develop a parking 
lot in current greenspace 
in front of the Grosse 
Pointe Public Library 
Ewald branch.

PARK:
Continued from page 1A

FEMA, U.S. Small Business Administration and 
Emergency Management and Homeland Security 
Division representatives speak with a homeowner 
in the 1000 block of Nottingham following the June 
fl ooding.

FILE PHOTOS

A community effort helped bring the K-Line Trolley back into 
service in August.

LOTS OF TOASTY 

WARM SPACE
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hours 
of operation: 

WED & Thur 12p-9p
Fri & Sat 12p-10P

Sunday Brunch 10a-2p

to enjoy 

your 

favorite 

rc treats!

15301 kercheval • grosse pointe park • 313-822-370015301 kercheval • grosse pointe park • 313-822-3700  www.redcrowngp.com • instagram.com/redcrown_gp •www.redcrowngp.com • instagram.com/redcrown_gp •

Stop in and cozy up today!
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313-882-SAFE (7233)
19261 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Woods, 48236

Meaningful Change
FOR OURSELVES & THE WORLD

The power of God’s love is the
greatest agent for bringing needed
change and healing into the world.

A talk on Christian Science
Mark McCurties, CS
Christian Science practitioner

Member of the Christian
Science Board of Lectureship

Sponsored by
First Church of Christ, Scientist
Grosse Pointe Farms MI

Saturday, January 8
2:00pm
Location

First Church of Christ, Scientist
282 Chalfonte

Grosse Pointe Farms MI

Contact
314.484.0809

www.FCCSGrossePointeFarms.org
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Step up 
to end violence
To the Editor:

When is the killing of 
our young children and 
our community mem-
bers of Detroit going to 
stop?

I was born and raised 
in Detroit, went to school 
in Detroit and I am still 
employed in Detroit; I’m 
truly a “Detroit Boy.”

I am 80 years old and I 
am fearful of the vio-
lence that our great city 
and our communities are 
enduring. We must fi nd a 
way to stop this sense-
less killing and violence 
of each other.

It wasn’t too long ago 
that an organization was 
started, Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving, that was 
shown an outstanding 
success rate. Maybe it is 
time to start another pos-
itive organization — 
mothers, fathers and 
families to stop the kill-
ing, the violence and the 
shooting in the great city 
of Detroit and all of our 
communities.

ROBERT SHAMMAS
Grosse Pointe Woods

Oxford strong!
To the Editor:

As a Michigander and 
educator, I am appalled 
with the tragedy at 
Oxford High School, 
Nov. 30; the death of stu-
dents, injury of students 
and a teacher and the 
lifelong traumatization 
all survivors, families 
and community will feel 
is beyond heartbreaking. 

While there is nothing 
any of us can do that will 
wipe away the tears and 
fears, there is something 
we can do during the 
long winter months that 
may cast some bright-
ness to all who need it: 
keep your holiday lights 
up through the end of 
February. 

Why, you ask? Because 
these are the dark days 
of winter and the lights 
provide a sign of things 
to come. 

Throughout all of his-
tory the source of light is 
often sought after. Be it 
through watching the 
sunrise, attending vigils 
and rituals that include 
the use of candlelight or 
welcoming the winter 

solstice, which marks the 
shortest day of the year: 
We crave and need light. 

Christians decorate 
w i t h  l i g h t s  a t 
Christmastime because 
“Christ is the light.” The 
Jewish fest ival  of 
Hanukkah is celebrated 
with the lighting of can-
dles in the menorah; sim-
ilarly, each night during 
Kwanzaa a candle in the 
Kinara is lit. In South 
Asia, Diwali celebrates 
its “The Festival of Light” 
— a tradition for about 
2,500 years. Islam 
acknowledges that when 
someone has a light, it is 
like that person has a 
guidance; this divine 
light exists in the hearts 
of people.

Let us all show the 
Oxford community we 
are with them by lighting 
the darkest days of the 
year with lights outside 
our homes. 

As Michiganders, we 
are all Oxford strong!

LISA BARTNIK
Grosse Pointe Woods

Strategic plan 
mea culpa
To the Editor:

This letter is in 
response to the Letters to 
the Editor published in 
your Dec. 23 issue which 
were submitted by Mr. 
C o l l i n s  a n d  M s . 
Kaczanowski regarding 
our school system’s 
recently completed stra-
tegic planning process 
and my voting against 
implementing the plan 
as presented by our 
school administration.

Let me preface my 

comments by stating that 
the opinions expressed 
in this letter are mine 
individually. As evi-
denced by the 5-1 vote on 
adopting the Strategic 
Plan as presented at our 
Dec. 20 board meeting, 
they are not shared by 
the other members of the 
board present at the Dec. 
20 meeting.

As Ms. Kaczanowski 
referenced in her letter, 
at the Dec. 13 board 
meeting, I was asked to 
submit my questions on 
the proposed strategic 
plan in writing rather 
than discuss them at the 
board meeting. I agreed 
to this process. I submit-
ted my questions to 
Superintendent Dean the 
weekend prior to the 
Dec. 20 meeting. He pro-
vided answers to the 
questions to all of the 
board members late in 
the afternoon on the 
20th, a few hours prior to 
our meeting.

Since I do not live on 
my school board email 
address, I didn’t know 
that the response was 
sent. The fi rst time I had 
a chance to take a quick 
look at the responses 
was at the beginning of 
the Dec. 20 meeting, as a 
hard copy of the answers 
was at my seat at the 
board table.

When we reached the 
agenda item calling us to 
vote on the strategic 
plan, I acknowledged 
that Dr. Dean had 
responded to my ques-
tions. Since it was very 
clear from the comments 

GROSSE POINTE NEWS, DECEMBER 30, 2021

6A  |  OPINION

LETTERS
The Grosse Pointe News welcomes your letters to
the editor. All letters should be typed, double-spaced 
and signed. Letters longer than 250 words may be
edited for length. All letters may be edited for
content. We reserve the right to refuse any letter. 
Include daytime phone number for verifi cation
or questions. The deadline for letters is 3 p.m. 
Monday. Letters to the editor may by emailed to
editor@grossepointenews.com.

O U R  V I E W

The opinions expressed in letters and guest columns are not necessarily views shared by the Grosse Pointe News.
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F R O M  T H E  P U B L I S H E R

I
t was with sadness we learned of the passing  over 
the weekend of Bob Button, the legendary faculty 
adviser to the weekly Grosse Pointe South High 
School Tower newspaper.

Robert “Bob” Lockwood Button died Dec. 23 
of pneumonia in Charlottesville, Va., where he retired 
following his 32-year tenure as a teacher at fi rst “The 
High” and later Grosse Pointe South.

Much of Mr. Button’s legacy we learned this week 
from Tower alumna Phoebe Wall Howard, an automo-
tive reporter at the Detroit Free Press who wrote a 
detailed memorial story about her mentor for 
Monday’s edition.

According to Ms. Wall Howard, Mr. Button taught 
at South from 1966 to 1994. As advisor to The Tower, 
he mentored a professional newsroom that put out the 
award-winning newspaper every week. He invented 
the coveted “oil can” given to students who helped 
make the newsroom run more smoothly.

Some of the student journalists who went on to 
become media professionals include Dan Shine, 
senior editor at the Automotive News; Kim Severson, 
who won a Pulitzer at the New York Times; Scott 
Bowles, who went on to work at The Detroit News, 
Washington Post and USA Today; Sam Fuqua, former 
station manager at KGNU in Denver; Tom Shine, 
longtime reporter and editor at the Wichita (Kan.) 
Eagle and now news director at KMUW, the NPR affi l-

iate in Wichita; and, of course, Ms. Wall Howard at the 
Detroit Free Press.

Mr. Button came to Grosse Pointe from the 
University of Northern Iowa, where he earned a bach-
elor’s degree in English. He would go on to earn a 
master’s degree in journalism. He worked a short 
while as a reporter and copy editor at the Detroit Free 
Press.

He is survived by his wife, Nancy; daughter, Kristin, 
and her husband, Frank Wright; son, Geoff, and his 
wife, Kari Sorenson, and three grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held Jan. 2 in 
Charlottesville. The family hopes to arrange a memo-
rial service in the spring at Grosse Pointe South, where 
a portion of Mr. Button’s ashes will be scattered. 

In lieu of fl owers, the family asks that gifts be made 
to the Robert Button Scholarships for Excellence in 
Journalism at Grosse Pointe South High School. 
Checks should be made out to the Grosse Pointe 
Foundation for Public Education with “The Tower 
Fund” on the memo line and sent to Tower Scholarship, 
GPSHS, 11 Grosse Pointe Blvd., Grosse Pointe Farms, 
MI 48236.

As Ms. Sorenson tweeted to her 104,000 followers 
on Christmas Eve, “RIP Mr. Button.”

Thank you, Ms. Wall Howard for sharing your and 
fellow Tower veterans’ memories of a great mentor 
and teacher.

Tower alumni mourn loss of mentor

2
021 started out on an optimistic note. Vaccines 
had become readily available for emergency 
responders and those 65 and older. By year’s 
end, vaccines were available for everyone 5 
and older.

As of Tuesday, 57.3 percent of state residents 5 and 
over were completely vaccinated — two shots of Pfi zer 
and Moderna or one shot of J&J. Meanwhile, Wayne 
County has a 64.0 percent completion rate. We suspect 
the Grosse Pointes’ vaccination rates are higher, but 
those numbers are not available at the city level.

The Pointes saw 3,859 new COVID-19 cases in 2021, 
up from 1,878 in 2020 and up 401 cases from last week. 
The death rate — or the reduction thereof — due to 
COVID-19 was good news in 2021 — until this week. 
The Pointes experienced 45 deaths due to the virus in 
2020. After weeks of reporting no new deaths, the 
Pointes experienced 10 just this past week, bringing 
COVID deaths in 2021 to 37 for a pandemic total of 82.

The vaccines allowed businesses, schools and munic-
ipalities get a little bit more back to normal. Restaurants 
in particular were able to open up to mostly full capac-
ity. We are forever aware of the hardships our restau-
rants and small businesses went through just to reopen.

Democracy goes on, even in a pandemic. That was 
evident this year particularly in Grosse Pointe Park, 
which saw a changing of the guard with a new mayor 
and majority on the city council. Mayor Michele 
Hodges is confi dent to have the backing of her new city 
council and we expect serious work to get done in 
2022.

2021 also saw a new municipal judge elected in 
Grosse Pointe Farms/Shores. Due to long-time Judge 
Matthew Rumora’s forced retirement at age 70, a rare 
opening occurred. Charles “Chip” Berschback weath-
ered both the primary and general election to easily 
win the Farms/Shores bench.

Grosse Pointe Woods lost two revered leaders in 
2021, namely, long-time Mayor Robert Novitke and for-
mer Councilman George McMullen. They will be — 
and are — missed.

On June 25, a 10,000-year deluge fl ooded all the 
Pointes. The Park, City and Farms were particularly 
hard hit. Power failure at the Connors Creek Pump 
Station is the main culprit, but fl ooding after a lesser 
storm shortly afterward proved there is more to this 
than power outages. All the Pointes vowed to get to the 
bottom of it. Meanwhile, a multitude of lawsuits have 
been fi led against the Great Lakes Water Authority and 
municipalities.

Speaking of infrastructure, Grosse Pointe Shores 
elected offi cials voted to issue $16.3 million in bonds to 
fund four major projects: reconstruction of the Cook 
Road Pumping Station, Lakeshore and Oxford water 
main replacements and general street reconstruction.

Leadership changes in public safety affected four of 
the fi ve Pointes. When Stephen Poloni left to take the 
city manager position in the Shores, John Alcorn was 
sworn in as public safety director in the City and Bryan 
Jarrell was hired as director in the Park; in the Farms, 
Deputy Director John Hutchens was promoted to 
director following the retirement of Dan Jensen after 
15 years in the top position and decades on the force; 
and in the Shores, Kenneth Werenski, a 34-year vet-
eran, was named public safety director and City 

2021 wasn’t so 
bad — until now

See LETTERS, page 7A

See 2021 IN REVIEW, page 7A
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2500 HOMES HIT 
W I T H  P O W E R 
FAILURE: A power fail-
ure at 6:08 a.m. Dec. 28 
blanketed some 2500 
homes in the Farms and 
City  in  darkness. 
Fortunately because of 
the earliness of the hour, 
most residents were 
unaware of the failure 
until they awakened and 
looked at their electric 
clocks or attempted to 
operate their electric 
garage doors.

SHORES RECEIVES 
REQUEST TO BUILD 
PA D D L E  T E N N I S 
COURTS: The Village of 
Grosse Pointe Shores is 
considering, just barely, 
the installation of paddle 
tennis courts in the 
Shores’ George Osius 
Park, located across the 
street from the village 
offices in Lakeshore 
Road. The possibility has 
been discussed at the last 
two regular meetings of 
the Shores trustees, with 
residents saying they 
would be in favor of pad-
dle tennis courts.

Obituaries :  Mary 
Quinn, Frank L. Williams, 
Pauline Louise Hills, Dr. 
William J. Giovan

1996
25 years ago this week

DEFER PRINCIPAL 
LEAVING AFTER 21 
YEARS: Defer principal 
Sheila Turney is leaving 
her post in early January 
to take a job with a state-
wide group operating 
charter schools. But the 
21-year veteran of the 
Grosse Pointe Public 
School System said she’s 
not leaving the Pointes 
and intends to remain 
visible in the community.
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OP-ED  |  7A 
I  S AY  By Renee Landuyt

December: more than holidays

D
ecember: It’s 
the f irst 
month of win-
ter and the 
last month of 

the year. December has 
some interesting days 
such as Brownie Day, 
Write a Letter Day, 
National Chocolate 
Covered Anything Day, 
Put on Your Own Shoes 
Day (I celebrate that one 
every day) and Bathtub 

Party Day (you can’t 
make this stuff up.) And, 
of course, there are the 
holidays.

The use of Christmas 
trees started in Germany 
in the 16th century; they 
were used by ancient 
Egyptians and Romans. 
The term “Xmas” goes 
back to the 16th century. 
The ‘X’ in the word 
“Xmas” comes from the 
ancient Greek language 
where “Christ” begins 
with the letter X. So, 
Xmas simply means 
Christmas.

How did the legend of 
Santa Claus come to be? 
The character is based 
on St. Nicholas, a 
Christian bishop who 
provided for the poor 
and needy. He also loved 

secretly giving gifts to 
children. St. Nicholas 
was called Sinterklass in 
Dutch and as his story 
spread, he became Santa 
Claus.

Santa Claus did not 
originally wear red. He 
wore green or blue or 
purple clothes. Coca 
Cola decided to dress 
him up in red to match 
their brand and it stuck. 

Alabama was the fi rst 
U.S. state to recognize 
Christmas as a holiday in 
1836. Oklahoma was the 
last U.S. state to recog-
nize it in 1907. 

Christmas is the name 
of a town northwest of 
Munising, Mich., and is 
home to a 35-foot Santa. 
Eight other states in the 
U.S. have towns named 

Christmas. 
The largest Christmas 

gift ever given was the 
Statue of Liberty. She 
was gifted to the U.S. by 
France as a Christmas 
gift in 1886.

December is more 
than just the holidays. 
Walt Disney was born 
Dec. 5. Dec. 15 is Bill of 
Rights Day. Dec. 21 is 
Winter Solstice, the 
shortest day of the year.

Composed in 1857, 
“Jingle Bells” was origi-
nally meant to be a 
Thanksgiving song. 
“Silent Night” was writ-
ten in 1818 and originally 
composed for the guitar. 
One of the most popular 
Christmas toys of 1965 
was the game, Operation.

There is an ancient leg-

end that says forest ani-
mals can speak in the 
human language on 
Christmas Eve. I would 
love to see (and hear) 
that. Imagine the conver-
sations you could have.

New Year’s Eve tradi-
tionally brings people 
out to ring in a new year. 
Resolutions are made, 
some are kept, a lot are 
not. Some resolutions 
made are to quit smok-
ing, lose weight, save 
more and spend less, and 
get organized. 

Years ago, I made the 
only resolution I have 
ever kept. My resolution 
was to never make 
another resolution again. 
I can start fresh or begin 
a new project or what-
ever else any day of the 

year. 
December starts on the 

same day of the week as 
September starts every 
year, and ends on the 
same day of the week as 
April ends every year. 

An almanac prediction 
states that if snow falls 
on Christmas Day, Easter 
will be warm, green and 
sunny — which would be 
great because often it is 
windy, wet and muddy 
for those looking for 
Easter eggs outside. 

Be sure to eat lots of 
greens on New Year’s 
Eve, because tradition 
says the more leafy 
greens you eat, the more 
prosperity you will expe-
rience. Here’s to a pros-
perous 2022, brought to 
you by the salad. 

OP ED7A

made by other board 
members that the plan as 
written had their support, 
I did not insist that each 
of my questions be read 
aloud along with the 
administration’s answers. 

Clearly, I dropped the 
ball. This was an error on 
my part for which I apolo-
gize to the community. 

Those in the audience 
and those viewing the 
meeting online deserved 
to hear the questions and 
answers. I know now that 
I dropped the ball in my 
responsibility as an 
elected official in not 
insisting that the ques-
tions and answers be put 
on the record. 

If anyone reading this 
letter would like a copy of 
my quest ions and 
answers, please email me 
at ismaila@gpschools.
org and I will forward a 
PDF of the document.

My concerns on the 
plan were that I did not 
(and still don’t) believe 
that the plan accurately 
refl ects what our commu-
nity as a whole wants to 
see as the direction of our 
school system. 

As Mr. Collins stated in 
his letter, over 50 percent 
of the members of the 
strategic planning com-
mittee were what I would 
call “administration affi li-
ated” members (school 
board members, staff 
members and/or school 
administrators). In con-
trast, even though over 80 
percent of our taxpayers 
do not have children in 
our schools, less than 10 
percent of the strategic 
planning committee were 
from this silent and (up 
until now) very school-
supportive majority of 
our community. 

How can anyone expect 
a plan that represents our 
community’s vision for 
our schools without hav-
ing adequate representa-

tion of 80 percent of our 
community on the com-
mittee?

As the dozens of com-
munity members who 
have emailed and called 
me over the past week 
have stressed, the plan as 
written mentions nothing 
about raising our state or 
national rankings to 
where they were in the 
past. It sets no bench-
marks for gains in stu-
dent achievement, or any 
mention of returning us 
to being the premier 
school system in the state 
of Michigan. 

It mentions nothing 
about building scholar-
sh ip  opportuni t ies 
through community part-
nerships for our gradu-
ates. It mentions nothing 
about setting goals to 
make sure that any fam-
ily relocating to the 
Detroit area sees Grosse 
Pointe as the clear winner 
for their family’s new 
home.

Instead, the newly cre-
ated “Race, Equity and 
Inclusion Council” was 
given incredible control 
per the strategic plan 
over the direction of cur-
riculum in our schools by 
it being made an advisory 
board in the implementa-
tion of major aspects of 
the plan, including chang-
ing our curriculum and 
the process by which it is 

adopted. 
As a non-racial minor-

ity in the community, I 
found the use of the word 
“race” instead of “diver-
sity” in the name of this 
council a huge disap-
pointment. While the 
present council is made 
up of very fi ne school sys-
tem administrators, it is 
not diverse. 

With a strategic plan so 
focused on equity and 
inclusion, giving this 
newly formed (2020) 
superintendent-selected 
council such tremendous 
control over the future of 
our schools is a mistake 
in my mind. I hope I am 
proven wrong in this 
regard.

I encourage the com-
munity to take 10 minutes 
to read over the plan. It 
can be found at gpschools.
org/Page/17366. If you 
have trouble finding it, 
just email me at ismaila@
gpschools.org and I’ll 
email you a PDF of the 
plan. 

Remember, it is sup-
posed to be YOUR vision 
of the mission and future 
direction of our school 
system. Please let me 
know your thoughts. If 
you’d like to share them 
with the entire board, just 
email schoolboard@
gpschools.org.

AHMED ISMAIL
Grosse Pointe Woods

LETTERS:
Continued from page 6A

1946
75 years ago this week

A N T I -T O W N S H I P 
FEELING GROWS: The 
proposal to change the 
structure of municipal 
government in the four vil-
lages of the Pointe has 
within recent weeks been 
coming in for very serious 
consideration. This move-
ment seems to stem from 
varying causes. It was 
largely spark plugged by 

the report of the Michigan 
Municipal League which, 
at the request of the 
Grosse Pointe Shores 
Council, made a study of 
the advantages the village 
might gain by changing to 
city status.

CITY, PARK STREETS 
SCENE OF ACCIDENTS: 
The fi rst substantial snow-
fall of the year also brought 
with it the usual number of 
accidents in the City and 
Park. The police say driv-
ers have not learned to get 
the feel of the car or to 
adjust their driving to the 

dangerous road condi-
tions, and slides, slithers 
and bumps are the 
e x p e c t e d  r e s u l t s . 
Fortunately, there was but 
little personal injury, but 
the bumping shops and 
general repairmen har-
vested a good crop of extra 
work.

Obituaries: John Keir

1971
50 years ago this week

Manager Poloni added public safety commissioner to 
his many titles.

Santa was good to the Farms and Woods public safety 
departments this year. Both got shiny new fi re trucks.

These are but a few of our 2021 highlights. Be sure 
to read Laurel Kraus’ and Kate Vanderstelt’s Year in 
Review stories for more complete coverage. And don’t 
forget to read Mike Adzima’s 2021 sports Year in 
Review. Despite pandemic-plagued playing seasons, 
Grosse Pointe North and South and University Liggett 
School girls and boys all brought home championship 
trophies to line their hallways.

Here’s to moving onward and upward in 2022!

2021 IN REVIEW:
Continued from page 6A

G.P.  THEATRE’S 
NEWEST PRODUCTION 
IS A COOKBOOK: Need 
recipes during this holi-
day party season that 
make enough for a large 
group of people? Check 
out a section titled “Cast 
Party Cooking” in the 
new cookbook by Grosse 
Pointe Theatre. Even if 
you don’t plan to venture 
into the kitchen for a 
while, the new cookbook, 
“As You Like It,” just plain 
makes for fun reading.

Obituaries: Edward 
Walter Fencyk Sr., Allan 
K. Strunk, Lee J. Grylls, 
Annie Margaret Hess, Val 
H. Wolfslayer, George 
Donald Gray

2011
10 years ago this week

MINISTER BOWS OUT: 
All Jerry Elsholz wanted 
was to serve God and be 
with people. Elsholz, who is 
retiring after 37 years min-
istering to congregations in 
Michigan, Montana and 
Ohio, is retiring from First 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Grosse Pointe 
Woods after serving as its 
associate pastor for six 
years.

Obituaries: Donald 
William Hines, John 
Douglas McGrath, Elita 
“Lee” Sullivan, Vito Martino, 
Leonard J. Winzer, Nancy 
Ann Schubeck

YESTERDAY’S HEADLINES
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DETROIT — Brought to 
life by Detroit Rising 
Development’s Jonathan 
Hartzell and Rick Stanza, 
a Grosse Pointe Park res-
ident, a variety store and 
restaurant in West Village 
is bringing talent togeth-
er to transform an old 
pharmacy into a commu-
nity hotspot.

The business partners 
go way back — Hartzell 
used to babysit Ashley 
Price, the reason for the 
project, as a kid. Price, 
working with Holiday 
Market in Royal Oak at 
the time about 14 years, 
said if Hartzell was ever 
considering opening a 
market, he’d run it for 
him.

“And that’s when 
(Hartzell) was like, 
‘Actually we’ll build it 
and we’ll be your partner 
in it, because we want to 
support you. We want 
you to own it,’” Stanza 
said of the company’s 
origins.

Hartzell and Stanza 
kept their eyes out for a 
space to house Price’s 

market endeavor and 
after almost landing on a 
location in Midtown, 
which fell through, they 
found the building for-
merly known as Craft 
Works. A space the group 
said they’ve always 
loved, it was perfect to 
combine Price’s market 
with a restaurant and bar 
space, where Price’s 
b u s i n e s s  p a r t n e r, 
Executive Chef Brendon 
Edwards, came into the 
picture.

“We’ve always loved 
this space,” Edwards 
said. “It’s a former phar-
macy … which is the 
birthplace of American 
restaurants, which is 
really cool. Before res-
taurants were around, 
most places had a phar-
macy, but they didn’t 
have restaurants. So the 
only place that you knew 
you could go into town 
and grab a bite to eat was 
a pharmacy and they’d 
have egg salad sand-
wiches and things like 
that. … 

“It’s cool to kind of 
continue part of that his-
tory,” Edwards said of 
turning the original phar-

macy into the restaurant 
side of the business.

T h e  n a m e  — 
Metropolitan Variety 
Store + Bar & Kitchen —
was inspired by the 
building in Midtown 
which almost hosted the 
store. On the outside of 
the Midtown building, an 
old party store, faded 
away was the image of a 
ghost and the words 
“Metropolitan Variety 
Store.”

“(Hartzell) was like, 
‘ We should  name 
A s h l e y ’ s  p l a c e 
Metropolitan Variety 
Store,’” Stanza said, 
“‘because it’s not going 
to make sense what it is 
because it’s two different 
concepts and we’re going 
to have a variety of 
things.’”

T h e y  u s e d 
Metropolitan Variety 
Store as a placeholder 
and then it stuck. 

“It’s a name that we 
felt had sort of a quality 
tone to it but also (was) 
approachable,” Stanza 
said. “… Thinking that 
this is like a metropolitan 
area, we want people to 
come here from the sub-
urbs and experience 
Detroit and really sort of 
like promote businesses 
within Detroit in the sub-
urbs.”

With a soft opening 
Nov. 11, Metropolitan 
Variety Store + Bar & 
Kitchen features a store, 
manned by Price, on one 
side of the building, and 
a bar and kitchen, 
manned by Edwards, on 
the other side. In the 
variety store, Price 
brought his knowledge 
of curation to get the 
community what they 

want, all the time.
“We are curating the 

selection based on 
demand,” Price said. “I 
began with sort of a shal-
low pool and I’ve fi lled it 
based on what people are 
coming in from the 
neighborhood and say-
ing they need.”

Price started with the 
intent to stock mostly 
beer and alcohol, but the 
demands from the com-
munity have led him to 
bring in lots of snacks, 
like popcorn, chips and 
ice cream. Even toilet 
paper can be found at his 
store.

“Things I wasn’t envi-
sioning having to do 
business with,” Price 
said, “they’re kind of 
becoming part of it. And 
that’s fi ne. I’m very able 
to be fl exible and want to 
be for the customers.”

Technically a separate 
business, the store side 
of Metropolitan is open 
10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday, 10 
a.m. to 9 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday and noon to 6 
p.m. Sunday.

On the bar and kitchen 
s ide ,  d iners  meet 
Edwards, who has expe-
rience working in the 
food industry in Japan, 
Mexico, Los Angeles, 
Chicago and Detroit.

The restaurant is 
dubbed a Cal-Mex style, 
with a heavily infl uenced 
Latin American vegeta-
ble-centric menu. 

“I think the community 
has really enjoyed hav-
ing heavy vegetable 

options,” Edwards said. 
“We still have seafood 
and meat … on our 
menu, as well as specials 
all the time. We focus on 
vegetables — our prices 
stay fairly low consider-
ing that — and we still 
have a burger on the 
menu, because people 
love burgers, obviously; 
it’s America.”

Metropolitan Bar & 
Kitchen can seat 34 
guests in its dining room 
and 12 at each bar, with 
one bar in the main din-
ing room and one 
secluded in between the 
store and the kitchen. 

The “variety room,” 
where the secluded bar is 
located, Stanza said 
likely will become a pri-
vate event or dining 
space over time. They 
want to experiment with 
an initial concept of the 
Metropolitan, which was 
to allow guests to experi-
ence drinks and how to 
make them, then walk 
next door to Price’s store 
and buy all the ingredi-
ents. Right now, the 
space is being used pri-
marily as overfl ow. 

While reservations for 
the restaurant are not 
required, they are wel-
comed and can be made 
at metropolitanvariety.
com/reservations. A $10 
deposit is due at time of 
booking.

Metropolitan Variety 
Store + Bar & Kitchen is 
located at 8047 Agnes St. 
To learn more about the 
business, visit metropoli
tanvariety.com.

By Kate Vanderstelt
Staff Writer

Former pharmacy transformed into restaurant, market
Left, Executive 
Chef Brendon 
Edwards, one 
of the business 
partners, 
helped create 
the restaurant 
space while 
maintaining 
much of the 
charm of what 
used to be a 
pharmacy.
Below, partner 
Ashley Price 
runs the mar-
ket side of the 
business.

PHOTOS BY 
RENEE LANDUYT

Grosse Pointe Park resident Rick Stanza, one of the business partners, sits at 
one of two bar areas within the restaurant.
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The call for help went 
out a little late this year 
— Dec. 1 — but that 
didn’t slow the generos-
ity of Grosse Pointe and 
surrounding communi-
ties.

Motor City Mitten 
Mission’s second annual 
Adopt-a-Family for the 
Holidays program saw 
enough donations come 
in to give 24 families a 
Christmas this year.

“We’ve been collecting 
toys for homeless fami-
lies who are served 
through Motor City 
Mitten Mission,” said 
Allison Baker, a MCMM 
volunteer who organized 

this year’s event. “Most 
of the families were 
adopted by individual 
families around here and 
some (were adopted) by 
offi ces.”

Between the direct 
adoptions, fulfi llment of 
MCMM’s Amazon Wish 
List and “a multitude of 
others who sent items,” 
Baker said, the organiza-
tion spent last week 
delivering gifts for 92 
children.

“Every child will get a 
coat, a hat, gloves, a 
scarf,” said Baker, whose 
Grosse Pointe Park house 
has served as a MCMM 
warehouse for donations 
this month. “Each child 
will also get a stocking 
full of necessities, like 

soap, a toothbrush, 
socks. Each child will get 
four or fi ve toys.

“... And one generous 
donor provided $100 gift 
cards for every family, so 
every family will be able 
to have Christmas din-
ner,” she added.

Though Baker has vol-
unteered with MCMM 
for a few years, this is her 
fi rst time taking on such 
a large-scale project, 
which she did with 
MCMM co-founder and 
Executive Director Gail 
Marlow’s blessing.

“I normally spend half 
the year down south, so I 
told Gail I want to help 
while I’m here,” Baker 
said. “She said, ‘I have a 
project for you.’”

Baker didn’t have to go 
it alone. She received 
help from her son, Alex, 
and daughter, Kelsey. Her 
husband, Todd, even 
donned the red and white 
suit to become Santa dur-
ing a majority of the 
deliveries.

“I love Christmas; it’s 
my favorite holiday,” 
Baker said. “I’m just so 

happy to be involved. It’s 
such a blessing for these 
families and for these 
children. And it’s fun for 
our family to get involved 
and participate. We real-
ize how blessed we are.”

Baker said she and 
Marlow are grateful for 
the generosity of the 
community and, though 
it’s a hectic undertaking, 

she’s glad to be a part of 
it.

“Next year we’ll be 
sending out the call a lit-
tle earlier,” she said. 

Those interested in 
participating next year 
may email motorcitymit
tenmission@gmail.com 
to get on a list. For more 
information, visit motor
citymittenmission.org/.

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Motor City Mitten Mission 
‘adopts’ families for holidays

On a mission

Ryan Marlow and Cody Hannah help load the MCMM van to distribute the 
presents to the families.

This year’s event organizer, Allison Baker, wraps presents for the families at 
her dining room table.

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

Program coordinator Allison Baker, left, and MCMM co-founder and Executive Director Gail Marlow hold up some of the many presents that were donated for 
the Adopt-a-Family for the Holidays program.

Each child received a personalized — and stuffed — stocking.
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War Memorial
The War Memorial, 32 

Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms, presents “Voices 
and Votes: Democracy in 
America,” the traveling 

version of a major exhibi-
tion at the Smithsonian’s 
National Museum of 
American History. The 
exhibition is open to the 
public 10 a.m. to 4:30 

p.m. weekdays and 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturdays, 
until Jan. 8. The exhibit is 
free, but patrons must 
register for specifi c times 
to visit. Masks are 
required in the carriage 
house.

Ford House
The Edsel & Eleanor 

Ford House,  1100 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Shores, offers the follow-
ing programs:

◆  Starry Lights, 
Thursdays through 
Sundays, through Jan. 9.

◆ Holiday House Tours 
and Grounds Pass, 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Tuesdays 
through Sundays, until 
Jan. 9.

For tickets and informa-
tion, visit fordhouse.org.

Blood drives
The American Red 

Cross hosts the following 
blood drives:

◆ 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 30, Christ 
Church Grosse Pointe, 61 
Grosse Pointe Blvd., 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

◆  1  to  7  p .m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 5, 
Grosse Pointe Memorial 
Church, 16 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

Register online at red
crossblood.org.

Mini Picassos
Mini Picassos, 20802 

Lennon, Harper Woods, 
offers the following win-
ter classes and work-
shops:

◆ Toddler Art Mornings, 
10 to 11 a.m. Mondays, 
Jan. 3 to 31. Cost is $100.

◆ Art Club, 4:15 to 5:15 
p.m. Thursdays, Jan. 6 to 
Feb. 3. Cost is $115.

◆  Mini  Picassos 
Saturday Art Club, 10:30 
a.m. to noon Saturdays, 
Jan. 8 to Feb. 5. Cost is 
$145.

◆ Slime Workshop: The 
Basics, noon to 1:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 8. Cost is 
$30.

To register, visit mini
picassosstudio.com or call 
(313) 283-6710.

The Helm
The Helm at the Boll 

Life Center, 158 Ridge, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, 
offers the following pro-
grams: 

◆ Mah Jongg lessons, 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Mondays, 
Jan. 10, 17 and 24. Cost is 
$5 for nonmembers, free 
for members.

◆ Happy Hour, 4 to 5:30 
p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 12. 
Cost is $18 for members, 
$22 for nonmembers. The 
event includes light hors 
d’oeuvres and wine.

Beaumont
Beaumont Center for 

Mindfulness presents 
Living With Ease: 

Mindfulness-based Stress 
Reduction, from 9 to 11:30 
a.m. Sundays, Jan. 16 to 
March 13. Orientation 
takes place 9 to 11 a.m. 
Sunday, Jan. 9. Cost is 
$350; scholarships are 
available. Registration is 
required by Friday, Jan. 7, 
at surveymonkey.com/r/
Mindful2022. Email 
centerformindfulness@
beaumont.org.

Healthy GP
Healthy Grosse Pointe 

& Harper Woods meets 
via Zoom at 8:30 a.m. the 
third Wednesday of each 
month. Its mission is to 
reduce substance abuse 
among youth and across 
the community, as well as 
promote optimal mental 
health through action, 
education and collabora-
tion. Those interested in 
attending meetings should 
email Sasha at smurphy@
careofsem.com.
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Krease—Greve
Kevin and Marion Krease of 

Grosse Pointe Farms announce 
the engagement of their son, 
Jonathan P. Krease, to Kelly E. 
Greve, the daughter of Mike 
and Kay Greve of Macomb 
Township.

Miss Greve earned a bache-
lor’s degree in exercise science 
f rom Grand Val ley  State 
University and a master ’s 
degree in elementary education 
from Grand Canyon University. 
She is a third-grade teacher at 
Immanuel Lutheran School.

Mr. Krease earned a bache-
lor ’s degree in public affairs 
from Wayne State University 
and is a team leader in human 
resources at Rock Central.

A February 2022 wedding is 
planned.

Casterline—Fate
John and Cindy Casterline of 

Grosse Pointe Woods announce the 
engagement of their daughter, 
Abigail Casterline, to Matthew Fate, 
the son of Steven Fate and Ketti 
Pryor of New Albany, Ohio, and Lisa 
Wu-Fate of New Albany, Ohio.

Miss Casterline graduated from 
Grosse Pointe North High School 
and earned a Bachelor of Science 
degree in nursing from the 
University of Michigan. She is an 
emergency nurse at Michigan 
Medicine.

Mr. Fate currently is working 
toward earning a Bachelor of 
Science degree in chemistry at the 
University of Michigan. He plans to 
graduate this spring and then pur-
sue a Ph.D. in chemistry.

An August 2022 wedding is 
planned.

Capizzo—Squiers
Anthony and Susan Capizzo of 

Grosse Pointe Shores announce 
the engagement of their daughter, 
Samantha Lauren Capizzo, to 
Robert Eber Karl Squiers, the son 
of Robert and Cindy Squiers of 
Grosse Pointe Shores.

Miss Capizzo earned a bache-
lor’s degree from the University of 
Michigan and a master’s degree 
from Wayne State University. She 
currently attend Tufts Dental 
School in Boston, from which she 
will graduate in May 2022.

Mr. Squiers earned a bachelor’s 
degree from the University of 
Michigan and is an offi cer in the 
U.S. Navy. He completed his ser-
vice this past summer and cur-
rently is working on an MBA.

A May 2023 wedding in Traverse 
City is planned.

ENGAGEMENTSAlbert Frederick Eckert
Robert and Raleigh Eckert of Grosse Pointe Farms 

announce the birth of their son, Albert Frederick 
Eckert, Thursday, Dec. 16, 2021.

Maternal grandparents are Pete and Peggy 
Dettlinger of the City of Grosse Pointe. Paternal 
grandparents are Richard and Nancy K. Eckert of 
Grosse Pointe Park.

Great-grandparents are Carol and Marvin Pozdol 
of Shaker Heights, Ohio, and Dorothy Dettlinger (the 
late Fred) of Harrison Township and formerly of the 
City.

BIRTH

Albert Frederick Eckert

Jonathan Krease and Kelly Greve Abigail Casterline and Matthew Fate Robert Squiers and Samantha Capizzo

On Tuesday, Jan. 18, 
the public is invited to 
The Helm to view a doc-
umentary honoring the 
life of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. The documen-
tary, “King: Man of 
Peace in a Time of War,” 
includes exclusive inter-
views with the Rev. Jesse 
Jackson and former 
Secretary of State Colin 
Powell, as well as rarely 
seen footage of an inter-
view with King speaking 
about civil rights and the 
Vietnam War.

“In prior years, The 
Helm has been closed 
when the Grosse Pointe 
Public School System 
has, which included 
MLK Jr. Day, as well as 
Presidents’ Day,” said 

Peggy Hayes, The Helm 
executive director. “With 
virtual learning, we 
decided we could create 
our own schedule, 
enabling us to maintain 
a more regular schedule 
for  our  members . 
However, we wanted to 
recognize the signifi-
cance of this particular 
national holiday.”

Anyone is welcome to 
attend the viewing, 
though space is limited 
and registration is 
required. There is no 
charge. 

Members and regular 
guests of The Helm are 
asked to register online 
at helmlife.org. Others 
may call (313) 882-9600 
to register.

The Helm to 
show MLK 
documentary

As part of the Detroit 
Zoological Society’s com-
mitment to wildlife con-
servation and animal 
welfare, a sandhill crane 
has found sanctuary at 
the Detroit Zoo after 
being rescued and reha-
bilitated.

A crane, suffering from 
an injury, was recently 
found in Commerce 
Township. DZS staff res-
cued the bird and made 
an unfortunate discovery. 
A piece of rubber band 
was wrapped tightly 
around his lower beak, 
which had constricted 
and cut off blood supply 
to the area and caused the 
beak to crack and break 
off. This is one of the 
harmful effects of human-
created pollution in these 
birds’ natural habitat.

Unable to eat on his 
own, it was determined 
the sandhill crane would 
die if returned to the wild. 
Dedicated DZS staff plan 
to develop a prosthetic 
beak for the bird. In the 
meantime, he has learned 
a new way to eat his spe-
cial diet, something he 

wouldn’t be able to do if 
released back into the 
wild.

DZS veterinarians also 
discovered buckshot in 
one of the bird’s legs. 

Sandhill cranes once 
were at risk of extinction 
due to hunting, habitat 
loss and low reproduction 
rates. The DZS opposes a 
proposed recreational 

hunting season of cranes 
in Michigan because it 
could jeopardize the con-
tinued recovery of these 
birds, which are part of 
the natural ecosystem 
and popular with bird-
watchers.

“From his rescue in 
September, he has made 
such a transformation,” 
said DZS Associate 
Curator of Birds Bonnie 
Van Dam. “He represents 
an iconic, native Michigan 
species and we can’t wait 
to see him join the two 
other sandhill cranes here 
at the zoo.”

One of the previously 
rescued cranes was found 
as a chick in 2002, with a 
wing problem. Rescuers 
determined he would not 
survive in the wild. The 
second crane was rescued 
in 2015, with a badly 
injured wing. His injuries 
required amputation of 
the wing tip, leaving him 
unable to fl y.

The three cranes will be 
visible in the American 
Grasslands habitat near 
Buddy’s Pizza, when 
weather permits.

Zoo rescues sandhill crane with broken beak

DZS staff rescued this crane and rehabilitated it af-
ter discovering it had a severe injury to its beak.

AREA ACTIVITIES
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Maralyn Adele 
Domzalski

Maralyn Domzalski 
passed away peacefully 
Wednesday, Dec. 22, 
2021, in Dearborn.

Maralyn was born 
June  4 ,  1926 ,  in 
Springfield, Ohio, to 
Bruce and Lila Moulton. 
She graduated from St. 
Joseph Mercy Nursing 
school in Ann Arbor. 
While in Ann Arbor, 
Maralyn met Henry 
D o m z a l s k i  ( n o w 
deceased) who was in 
medical school at the 
University of Michigan. 
They married in 1946, 
and were together until 
Henry ’s passing in 
2016.

A longtime resident of 
Grosse Pointe Park and 
Grosse Pointe Farms, 
Maralyn was involved 
in many activities. She 
was a dedicated sup-
porter of the Detroit 
Symphony Orchestra 
and a proud booster of 
the city of Detroit. She 
donated her time and 
talent to any cause to 
better the city. In recog-
nition of her volunteer 
efforts, Maralyn was 
awarded the “Heart of 
Gold” by the United 
Way for Southeastern 
Michigan in the late 
1970s.

Maralyn had an entre-
preneurial spirit and 
was the founder of Elan 
Candies by Maralyn, 
which is now run by her 
daughter-in-law, Valerie 
Domzalski.

Maralyn had several 
other interests, includ-
ing gardening, tennis, 
bridge and spending 
time with family and 
friends at the family 
cottage at Sand Point.

Maralyn is survived 
by her children, Henry, 
Deborah Clark (Ron), 
Judy Olson (Lance) and 
Alan (Val); seven grand-
children and four great-
grandchildren. She was 
predeceased by her 
daughter, Patricia; son, 
T i m o t h y ;  s i s t e r s , 
Beverly Smith and 

Janet Dewitt; and twin 
b r o t h e r,  G e o r g e 
Moulton.

No  serv i ces  a re 
planned. Instead the 
family will hold a small 
celebration at a later 
date.  

Thomas M. Reid
Grosse Pointe resi-

dent Thomas Michael 
Reid, 85, passed away 
peacefully Sunday, Dec. 
12, 2021. Tom was dedi-
cated to his family, the 
Carmelite Order and 
the greater community 
in many ways and will 
be greatly missed.

Thomas was born 
Oct. 10, 1936, to Andrew 
and Irene (née Williams) 
Reid. He was an athlete 
to his core, passionate 
wi th  basebal l  and 
horseback riding. Love 
of the equine won out. 
Tom owned several 
horses and was often 
seen in the ring, riding 
and show jumping.

Tom graduated from 
law school and prac-
ticed corporate law. 
After becoming a father 
of six beautiful chil-
dren, the horses were 
traded in for the build-
ing of a new home on 
B r e w e r  R o a d  i n 
Leonard, where they 
lived from 1973 until 
1996. Later in life, he 
felt called to a religious 
lay order and a deepen-
ing of his spiritual faith, 
which he found through 
the Discalced Carmelite 
Lay Order and its com-

munity. For 30 years he 
studied the great doc-
tors of the church, 
including St. Teresa of 
Avila, St. John of the 
Cross and St. Therese 
of Lisieux, along with 
Mother  Teresa  o f 
Calcutta.

Tom was extremely 
dedicated to his family 
and took great enjoy-
ment through singing 
beside his wife, Gwen, 
i n  t h e  R o c h e s t e r 
Catholic Chorale, the 
Jackson Chorale and 
Assumption Grotto in 
Detroit. His children 
and be loved wi fe , 
Gwendolyn, will always 
r e m e m b e r  m a n y 
Christmas Eves where it 
was the beautiful Irish 
tenor voice of their 
beloved Tom singing 
“Oh Holy Night.”

Once Tom and Gwen 
downsized and moved 
to Rochester Hills, Tom 
thoroughly embraced 
entertaining all 12 of 
his grandchildren and 
their parents, while 
handling arbitration 
and estate planning, 
many of which were pro 
bono. Tom also loved 
golfing with Gwen and 
traveling throughout 
Michigan.

After retiring from 
law, Tom continued his 
spiritual journey, which 
brought him to the pub-
lication of five books 
ranging from “The 
Beatitudes” to “The 
Dark Night of St. Teresa 
of Calcutta.” His study 
guides of St. John of the 
Cross were published in 

several languages and 
distributed throughout 
the world.

The last chapter of 
Tom’s life was spent in 
St. Clair Shores, living 
closer to several of his 
children and their fami-
lies. Family was at the 
core of Tom’s being.

Tom is survived by his 
b e l o v e d  w i f e , 
Gwendolyn Rosemary 
(née Herald), whom he 
married in 1972 on St. 
Patrick’s Day. He also is 
survived by four daugh-
ters, Colleen Marie 
Affeldt of Dallas, Erin 
M a u r e e n  B l i s s 
(Brandon) of Dallas, 
Sandra Hollerbach Reid 
of Grosse Pointe Woods 
a n d  S u z a n n e 
Hollerbach Nelson (Dr. 
Eric) of Pewaukee, 
Wisc.; two sons, Patrick 
Hollerbach Reid of 
Harrison Township and 
Lawrence Hollerbach 
Reid (Lori) of Grosse 
Pointe Farms; 12 grand-
children, Emily, Sarah, 
I s a i a h ,  B e n j a m i n , 
Abigail, Sam, Jacob, 
S i m o n ,  A n n i e , 
Haranath, Margaret 
Mary and Joseph; one 
great-granddaughter, 
Azalea Elizabeth; sib-
lings, Patrick, Carol 
Kerr and Jack Reid 
(Lisa); and many nieces 
and nephews. He was 
predeceased by his par-
ents, Andrew and Irene 
Reid, and brothers, 
Robert and Donald 
Reid.

S e r v i c e s  w e r e 
entrusted to Assumption 
Grotto Catholic Church 
and A.H. Peters Funeral 
Home.

Mass intentions or 
memorial donations in 
h is  name may be 
directed to Solanus 
Casey Center, 1780 Mt. 
Elliott Street, Detroit, 
MI 48207, or solanus
c e n t e r. o r g / w a y s - t o -
he lp /donat ions ;  o r 
Carmelite Order, 35750 
Moravian Drive, Clinton 
Township, MI 48035.

Holiday deadlines
Due to the holidays, 

the deadline to submit 
an obituary for the Jan. 
6 edition is noon Friday, 
Dec. 31. 

Email obituaries to 
editor@grossepointe
news.com.

OBITUARIES
Obituary notices are purchased and often prewritten by family or friends. While 
we try to run obituaries as submitted, we nevertheless reserve the right to edit for 
accuracy, style and length.

Maralyn A. Domzalski Thomas M. Reid

As efforts for a major 
harbor renovation at the 
Grosse Pointe Yacht Club 
are underway, the nearly 
80-year-old drawbridge 
linking the east wall 
docks with the rest of the 
harbor recently was torn 
down in anticipation of 
the installation of a new 
swing bridge.

“The drawbridge natu-
rally has those two arms 
and those arms don’t go 
up to a full vertical,” 
General Manager Aaron 
Wagner explained. “They 
overhang the opening, so 
a lot of the bigger boats 
couldn’t get through the 
drawbridge or, if they 
did, it was by the skin of 
their teeth, because it 
was pretty tight up at the 
top.”

This practical aspect of 
creating better and safer 
access for boaters, along 
with the forethought of 
handling the transition 
before its age reached 
the point of becoming a 
safety concern, made the 
upgrade an obvious 
choice, he added. 

Similar to a swing 
bridge constructed on 
the southside of the har-
bor a few years back, the 
new bridge will have a 

single arm and be able to 
pivot fully open. Its 
installation is anticipated 
for late January. 

“It’s beautiful,” Wagner 
said. “It’s state-of-the-
art.” 

Before the drawbridge 
was built in 1959, under 
Commodore Robert 
Weber, the only way for 
yacht club members to 
reach the east end of the 
harbor was through 
Grosse Pointe Shores 
Osius Park by a small 
swing bridge that con-
nected the two proper-
ties. Its construction was 
one of the first nods 
toward a coming harbor 
expansion in the early 
1960s that would nearly 
double the size of the 
yacht club’s harbor.

“The bridge was almost 
80 years old and it was 
definitely a fun icon,” 
Wagner said. “The kids 
love it all the way through 
the elder members, but it 
reached its useful life.”

A long  w i th  the 
upgraded bridge, the har-
bor renovation project 
will increase the yacht 
club’s slip count by three, 
resulting in 246 slips 
available in the harbor.  

“This is the biggest 
renovation to our harbor 
since the creation of the 
harbor,” Wagner said.

Yacht club 
bids goodbye 
to drawbridge 
with rich history
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

COURTESY PHOTO

The drawbridge, built in 1959 to connect the east 
wall docks to the rest of the harbor, was torn down 
in anticipation of a new swing bridge.

The Grosse Pointe Chamber 
of Commerce has announced 
the winners of its 2021 
Snowman Contest, so if you’re 
out on the town, be sure to 
stop by these retailers to check 
out the funniest, most tradi-
tional and most creative entries 
among this year’s contenders:

Funniest
First place: Aretee Day Spa, 

20091 Mack
Second place: Belding 

Cleaners, 15139 Kercheval
Third place: Wayne County 

Community College, 19305 
Vernier

Most Traditional
First place: The Grosse 

Po inte  War  Memor ia l 
Association, 32 Lakeshore

Second place: Higbie 
Maxon Agney, 83 Kercheval

Third place: Pointe Capital 
Management, 102 Kercheval

Most Creative
Fi rs t  p lace :  Vi l l age 

Nutrition, 16837 Kercheval
Second place: Grosse 

Pointe North High School, 
707 Vernier

Third place: Ford House, 
1100 Lakeshore

Snowmen 
selected

Worship
      Service

SUNDAY
8:15 & 10:45 a.m. - Worship Service

9:30 a.m. - Bible Study
10:45 a.m. - Sunday School

MONDAY
7 p.m. - Worship Service

2nd & 4th Monday of the Month
WEDNESDAY
10 a.m. - Bible Study

Randy S. Boelter, Pastor
Making New Disciples-
Building Stronger Ones

Christ the King
Lutheran Church

and Preschool
Mack at Lochmoor • 884-5090

www.christthekinggp.orgSanctuary Worship
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
Online Worship &
Zoom Communion
www.stpaulgp.org
All are Welcome!

Rev. Krister Ulmanis,
Interim Pastor15020 Hampton

Grosse Pointe Park, 
Michigan 48230-1302

Ambrose
Saint

Catholic Church

Masses
Saturday Vigil — 4:00 p.m.
Sunday — 8:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.
Tuesday — 8:30 a.m.
Thursday — 7:00 p.m.
Friday — Noon

800 Vernier Road
(Corner of Wedgewood)
(313) 884-5040

FIRST ENGLISH EVANGELICAL
   LUTHERAN CHURCH

Sunday, Jan. 2  -  10:00 am

Rev. Sean Motley, Senior Pastor
~ “Go Make Disciples” ~
www.feelc.org

Everyone is Welcome!
Amanda Onoro, director preschool@feelc.org

ST. MICHAEL’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
GROSSE POINTE WOODS, MI

20475 Sunningdale Park 
(313) 884-4820                 www.stmichaelsgpw.org      

Our 75th Year!

The Second Sunday after Christmas Day
Holy Communion at 10:00

A Festival of Lessons and Carols at 4:00 p.m.

123021
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A simple Facebook 
post helped Grosse 
Pointe Farms teen Griffi n 
Klautky secure the larg-
est single donation made 
to Suzanne Wilson’s 
9-year-old charity, Caring 
K9s.

Dozens of blankets and 
sleeping bags; countless 
coats and socks; a dozen 
suitcases containing vari-
ous items of clothing — 
and the list goes on.

“His collection was so 
huge it took four car-
loads to get everything 
back to my house,” said 
Wilson, a Harper Woods 
resident.

“I don’t want to take 
credit,” said Klautky, 17. 
“It’s all Suzy — she’s the 
one who ran around and 
passed everything out — 
and those who donated. I 
couldn’t have done it 
without them. My thanks 
to those who donated.”

Klautky, an honor stu-
dent at Grosse Pointe 
South High School, took 
on the project as a way to 

earn National Honor 
Society hours. Wilson is 
the family’s dog sitter.

“We met her a few 
years ago and found out 
about her organization 
and started giving things 
to her from around the 
house — extra back-
packs, extra blankets, 
things most people would 
have donated to the 
Salvation Army, as well 
as extra food and snacks 
the kids weren’t eating,” 
said the teen’s mom, Jill 
Klautky. “We loved the 
feeling we got from doing 
that, so we just contin-
ued.”

For this effort, Klautky 
posted on Facebook ask-
ing for warm clothing, 
blankets, shoes and other 
items.

“Griffi n drove to every-
one and picked every-
thing up,” Jill Klautky 
said. “The response was 
overwhelming.”

Wilson said she appre-
ciates Klautky’s donation 
because of its far reach. 
Not only was she able to 
provide more than 50 
sleeping bags and vari-

ous items of clothing to 
the homeless, she also 
donated 12 suitcases to 
Park West Foundation for 
foster  chi ldren in 
Southfi eld and 30 blan-
kets to two animal res-
cues — Grosse Pointe 
Animal Adoption Society 
and Midwest Small Breed 
Rescue.

The donations also 
benefit a demographic 
Wilson believes is under-
served and often misun-
derstood.

“I deal with street peo-
ple who are barely sur-
viving,” she said. “The 
numbers are increasing. 
I’ve seen more seniors 
out there than ever. 
People are raising their 
rent or selling their build-
ings, so these people are 
misplaced. Once you’re 
homeless, it’s hard to get 
into a place.

“... Empathy is the way 
to go,” she added. “You 
never know what’s going 
to happen to you. I assure 
you these people never 
thought they’d be home-
less. I keep doing what 
I’m doing because the 

need is so great.
“I lived downtown for 

10 years in the ’80s,” she 
noted. “That was nothing 
like this. Back then, peo-
ple took care of them, the 
merchants helped out. 
Now it’s like New York 
City; people walk right 
by.”

Wilson has her fair 
share of horror stories 
about what she’s seen 
while feeding, providing 
clothing and shoes for 
Detroit’s homeless. But 
mostly what she sees is 
gratitude and gracious-
ness.

“It’s really rough out 
there,” she said. “One 
misconception is that 
they’re looking for 
money. I’ve been doing 
this nine years. In nine 
years, I’ve been asked for 
money twice. Homeless 
people are starving to 
death. Very rarely am I 
turned down for food.”

Wilson’s street out-
reach began, she said, 
like many others. She 
was out walking her dog, 
Travis, along the Detroit 
Riverwalk and spotted a 

homeless person.
“So I brought him a 

water,” she said. “The 
next week, I brought him 
a sandwich. Before you 
know it, I’ve got a little 
charity going. I’m seeing 
fi ve to 12 people almost 
every day.”

Wilson named the 
effort for Travis’s ability 
to sniff out the homeless 
in hiding. 

She said food and 
sleeping bags, water and 
coffee, hoodies and 
men’s coats are most 
needed.

“You don’t have to have 
a lot of money to help the 
homeless,” she said. 
“Most people have extra 
food or an extra blanket. 
It doesn’t take a lot of 
money; it takes action 
and caring.

“Griffin’s family has 
been taking up collec-
tions for me for years,” 
she added. “Lots of 
Grosse Pointe people 
have collected for me.”

The nearly daily efforts 
Wilson has made to feed 
and keep warm the peo-
ple she encounters con-

tinues to affect her. It’s 
what keeps her going 
and what earned her the 
nickname “Street Angel” 
to those she helps.

“There are very few 
times I don’t cry,” she 
said. “Then I’m always so 
glad I was the one who 
did something for them. 
That’s what keeps me 
going back. If I can stop 
one person from getting 
food out of the trash and 
eating it, then mission 
accomplished.”

Though Caring K9s is 
not a registered charity, 
Wilson guarantees all 
collections go directly to 
the people she serves.

“It is very sad, but 
what’s sadder to me is 
not doing anything about 
it,” she said. 

Wilson can be reached 
through the Caring K9s 
Facebook page or by 
email at sznn.wilson@
gmail.com.

Added Jill Klautky, 
“Suzy is such an amazing 
person. What she does 
for the homeless people 
… she’s a guardian angel 
to them.”

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

South student provides charity’s biggest donation to date

Christina Danieli of 
Grosse Pointe Farms 
and her mother have 
heard the many miscon-
ceptions about living 
with epilepsy: no driv-
ing, no competitive 
sports and certainly no 
babies.

This past Labor Day 
weekend, she gave birth 
to a healthy baby boy.

Growing up 
with epilepsy

Danieli was diagnosed 
with epilepsy when she 
was 1 year old. While 

she grew up with some 
learning disabilities in 
speech and language, 
her mother, Cecilia 
Palen, wanted Christina 
not to be labeled and 
defi ned by her epilepsy. 
Most importantly, her 
mother instilled an “I 
can” attitude and philos-
ophy to never let chal-
lenges hold her back. 
Today, at 28, Danieli 
drives, excels in sports, 
works in health care and 
is a fi rst-time mother.

Palen said, “Some key 
people believed in 

Christina.”
Along the way teach-

ers, coaches, co-work-
ers,  managers and 
doctors have helped her 
succeed.

Danieli’s neurologist, 
Dr. Nour Baki said, “A 
lot of younger women 
with epilepsy are sur-
prised to learn they can 
have a baby. Most 
women with epilepsy, 
like Christina, can have 
children and epilepsy 
should not prevent them 
from starting a family. 
The fact that women 

with epilepsy can’t have 
children is a big miscon-
ception. They can also 
breastfeed.”

Baki is an epilepsy 
specialist, or epileptolo-
gist, and is medical 
director of the Beaumont 
Women’s Epilepsy Clinic 
at Beaumont Hospital, 
Royal Oak.

Danieli was referred 
to Baki and the specialty 
women’s clinic by neu-
rologist Dr. Andrew 
Zillgitt, the director of 
B e a u m o n t ’ s  A d u l t 
Epilepsy program.

Why the need for an 
epilepsy clinic just for 
women?

“Women with epilepsy 
have specifi c needs and 
issues which can be 
addressed with a spe-
cial ist ,”  Baki said. 
“Pregnancy is one and 
with this clinic there are 
opportunities to be fol-
lowed on a more regular 
basis and monitored 
closely. In addition, I do 
work with an OB-GYN 
group and if patients 
want to start a family 
and are looking for one, 
I can refer them to the 
group, making commu-
nication between neu-
rologist and OB/GYN 
more effective. Finally, 
some women have cata-
menial epilepsy, mean-
ing seizures which 
happen with hormonal 
changes during ovula-

tion/menstrual cycle. 
These have more spe-
cifi c types of treatment 
which can be discussed 
in detail during their 
visit.”

Labor on Labor Day
Danieli went into 

labor on Labor Day 
weekend.  After 30 
hours, she delivered a 
9-pound, 5-ounce boy 
by cesarean section, 
A n d r e w  E d d i e  a t 
Beaumont Hospital, 
Troy. Today, both mom 
and son are doing well. 
In fact, she looks for-
ward to returning to 
work in nutritional ser-
vices at  Beaumont 
Hospital, Grosse Pointe.

“Overall, Christina’s 
pregnancy went well,” 
Baki said. “The level of 
her seizure medication 
was checked monthly. 
T h e  l e v e l s  w e r e 
increased gradually 
because drug levels 
decrease during preg-
nancy due to hormonal 
changes. In addition, 
she did develop gesta-
tional diabetes which 
resulted in extra moni-
toring. She was not able 
to have a vaginal deliv-
ery, but not because of 
seizures. Her labor was 
not progressing and her 
baby was relatively 
large.”

The Women’s Epilepsy 
Clinic’s specialized mul-

t id isc ipl inary team 
includes a board-certi-
fi ed, fellowship trained 
neurologist, certified 
EEG technologists, an 
epilepsy nurse practitio-
ner and an epilepsy pro-
gram nurse coordinator. 
The team works together 
with interdisciplinary 
experts in neuropsy-
chology, neurosurgery 
and radiology.

“We provide ongoing 
monitoring during preg-
nancy, delivery and 
postpartum period,” 
Baki said. “Our care 
plan does not end with a 
child’s birth. Postpartum 
sleep deprivation can 
trigger seizures in moth-
ers with epilepsy. We are 
also concerned about 
postpartum stress.”

Danieli is grateful for 
the specialized care 
received during her 
pregnancy and beyond.

“I am very happy with 
the care I receive from 
Dr. Baki at the Women’s 
Epilepsy Clinic,” she 
said. “She is a very kind 
and caring doctor who 
listens to my concerns. 
She is very good at com-
municating results with 
me and my mom, as well 
as with the other doc-
tors who managed my 
care. Dr. Baki called us 
regularly to see how 
things were going and 
told us to call her when-
ever we had questions.”

First-time mother with epilepsy grateful for specialized care

St. Ambrose Catholic Church is located at 
15020 Hampton Road between Wayburn 

and Maryland, one block north of Jefferson, 
just west of the Grosse Pointe Park City Hall. 

(313) 822-2814 • stambrosechurch.net 
facebook.com/stambroseparish

The Christmas Season 

Continues at St. Ambrose 
Catholic Church

NEW YEAR’S EVE  
Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God

Friday, December 31, 2021 AT 4 P.M.      . 
 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
Saturday, January 1, 2022, MASS AT 4 P.M. 

Sunday, January 2, 2022,  
MASS AT 8:30 A.M. AND 11:15 A.M. 

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
Saturday, January 8, 2022, 

MASS AT 1:30 P.M. – CONFIRMATIONS 
MASS AT 4:00 P.M. 

Sunday, January 9, 2022,  
MASS AT 8:30 A.M. AND 11:15 A.M.

**         - Service will be livestreamed online        

    ........
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This caterpillar close-up is displayed in front of the Belle Isle Conservatory.

Calling all Grosse Pointe aspiring 
writers, artists, advice givers and avid 
readers!

The Grosse Pointe News is looking 
to beef up its Life & Entertainment 
section with more local content — and 
that means more local writers. We’d 
like you to help fi ll pages with your 
book or restaurant reviews, personal 
poems or short stories, artwork or 
photographs, professional advice or 
whatever other insights you’d like to 
share.

Content is subject to be lightly edited 
for style and length and, as we’re all in 
this together, we’d like to keep things 
upbeat and positive.

Along with local reviews and 
submissions, we’ll continue to feature 
syndicated columns such as Dear 
Abby, Ann Landers and Amy Alcon. 
Readers also will continue to find 
horoscopes, sudoku and crossword 
puzzles, recipes from Mombeau’s 
Table, a local events listing and beloved 
comics in this section. And let’s not 
forget our regular Ask the Experts col-
umns provided by The Family Center; 
Ask Jeff and Debra from addiction and 
intervention specialists Jeff and Debra 
Jay; The Kid List by our own Nora 
Nanny; and We Tried It by Anna Lizer.

Any questions? Email us for answers 
at media@grossepointenews.com.

Content boosters, unite!

While many insects 
and other invertebrates 
at the Belle Isle Nature 
Center are hunkered 
down for winter, their 
stunning portraits will be 
exhibited outdoors on 
the property for all visi-
tors to behold.

The Detroit Zoological 
Society has installed a 
macro photography 

exhibit around the exte-
rior of the Belle Isle 
Nature Center. Titled 
“Overlooked,” the exhibit 
by photographer Joseph 
F e r r a r o  i s 
comprised of portraits 
that magnify the fasci-
nating and hidden lives 
of insects to larger-than-

life proportions.
Macro photography is 

an art form character-
i z e d  b y  e x t r e m e 
close-up images of tiny 
living creatures and 
objects that reveal 
brilliant details and 
actions otherwise imper-
ceptible to human eyes. 
“ O v e r l o o k e d ” 
specifically focuses on 

the insects that live in the 
pollinator garden at the 
Belle Isle Nature Center. 
Numerous portraits, as 
large as 4 by 5 feet, will 
be exhibited at the nature 
center and near the Anna 
Scr ipps  Whi tcomb 
Conservatory, a neigh-
boring faci l i ty  on 

Detroit’s historic Belle 
Isle.

The goal of the Belle 
Isle Nature Center is to 
help people and urban 
wildlife thrive together in 
the spaces we share. 
Fittingly, “Overlooked” 
tells the story of insects 
and other invertebrates 
that humans may walk 
past every day without 
not ic ing.  Ferraro’s 
photographs demon-
strate the importance of 
these creatures and 
encourage audiences to 
grow as stewards of 
urban wildlife and 
nature.

“Through photograph-
ing insects,” Ferraro 
said, “I have fallen in 
love with a world I never 
knew existed, inspiring 
me to continually look 
more closely at this 
overlooked world around 
us. Where I once planted 
gardens for myself, I now 
cultivate spaces and 
grow plants for the ben-
efi t of the insects.”

Belle Isle Nature 
Center Director Amy 
Greene said the exhibit 
will take on a different 
meaning with each pass-
ing season.

“It will be exciting to 
explore these spaces and 
v i e w  t h e s e 
fascinating photos out-
doors throughout the 
seasons, observing the 
changes in the nearby 
plants and fl owers while 
the photos remain in 
place,” Greene said.

The Belle Isle Nature 
Center provides free-of-
charge experiences and 
programming  tha t 
connect humans and 
urban wildlife in the 
spaces they share. The 
nature center currently is 
open  for  outdoor 
programming only.

Macro photography exhibit inspects insects

This bee is among the bugs examined through photography.

This moth caterpillar is among the photos on dis-
play.

A spider gets its close-up in this photo, displayed at 
the Belle Isle Nature Center. 20542 Harper

(Lennon and Harper)

(313) 884-1551
www.gpaas.org

GROSSE POINTE ANIMAL ADOPTION SOCIETY

EASY TO DONATE TO GPAAS
Amazon.smile!

Kroger Community Rewards
www.gpaas.org (donate/wishlist) 

gp g

MeetMeet 

LeoLeo 

Meet 

StarlaStarla

Oodles of Cute Cuddly Ki ttens!Oodles of Cute Cuddly Ki ttens!

Male, White & Red Tabby,Male, White & Red Tabby,
10 years old. Sweet Senior! 10 years old. Sweet Senior! 

All Our animals
available for adoption 

at gpaas.org

MMMM Female, Staffordshire Female, Staffordshire 
Terrier, 2 Year old.Terrier, 2 Year old.
Young happy girl!Young happy girl!

Subscribing 
is easy. 

Call 313.343.5578 
or visit 

grossepointenews.com

It’s what’s most important to you, to your kids, to your family.
It’s easy to stay on top of what is happening around you with the

$4450 Annual subscription, 
delivered weekly with 
24/7 online access

Your Neighborhood
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DEAR ABBY: My hus-
band, “Dan,” and I do 
not consume alcohol, 
m o s t l y  b e c a u s e  o f 
our family history.

Several  years  ago 
whi le  Dan was at  a 
work event, a consul-
tant, “Ken,” took him 
and some co-workers 
out  for  d inner.  Ken 
ordered a  bot t le  of 
wine  for  the  tab le . 
Not wanting to cause 
a scene, my husband 
d r a n k  t h e  g l a s s 
poured for him.

Now Ken has invited 
Dan and me to join 
him and his wife for 
an evening out,  and 
he  wants  to  “meet 
early for drinks.” 

Dan is sure Ken will 
buy another bottle to 
share .  I  th ink  Dan 
shou ld  g ive  Ken  a 
heads-up beforehand. 
Dan thinks it  would 
be rude to refuse a 
d r i n k  a n d  d o e s n’ t 
want  to  have to  go 
into an explanation 
as to why we don’t.

We don’t care if the 
people  we are  wi th 
d r i n k  a l c o h o l .  I s 
there a polite way to 
decline without offend-
ing? Should it be ahead 
of time or at the restau-
rant? -- RESPECTFULLY 
DECLINE

DEAR RESPECTFULLY:
It is perfectly acceptable 

to refuse alcohol. For 
various reasons, many 
people forgo “the grape” 
(and the harder stuff) 
these days.

If a server asks your 
husband what beverage 
he would like, your hus-
band should state his 
preference -- be it spar-
kling water, a soft drink, 
a juice drink, etc. There 
is no shame in it, and it 
isn’t rude.

That the host is pro-
viding alcohol is not a 
mandate to indulge, par-
ticularly if the guest has 
a problem with it. If Ken 
pushes, Dan should sim-
ply tell him the two of 
you generally prefer not 
to drink alcohol.

DEAR ABBY: I am 30 
weeks pregnant with 
my second child. I have 
always been slender, so 
like many expecting 
women, I am somewhat 
self-conscious of my 
changing (and ever-
growing) figure.

I was at the park today 
with my 2-year-old son 
when an older woman 
smiled and asked me 
when I was due.

When I told her, she 
replied, “Oh, my God. 
Are you sure there 
aren’t twins in there?” I 
thought her comment 
was appalling. Since 
when is it OK to com-
ment  on  someone 
else’s body?

I was left  feeling 
embarrassed, angry, 
and on top of that, 
enormous! 

I know I shouldn’t 
care what other people 
say or think, but preg-
nancy is also a hor-
monal time, and I can’t 
seem to get past her 
nasty comment. What 
ever happened to “If 
you don’t have some-
thing nice to say, don’t 
say anything at all”? A 
simple “Congratulations,”
or “How exciting!” would 
have been a far more 
appropriate and well-
received response. 

I’m sending this in 
the hope that ignorant 
people who say things 
like this will read it 
and realize how hurt-
ful their comments 
can be to expectant 
mothers. Also, how 
should I respond if 
someone else makes a 
similar comment? -- 
TEN MORE WEEKS 
TO GO  

D E A R  N O 
R E G R E T S :  T w o 
r e s p o n s e s  c o m e 
immediately to mind. 

The first would be to 
tell  the person who 
made the thoughtless 
comment, “Wow, that 
was tactless!” Or say, 
“Nope. It’s just one 
healthy baby in there.” 
Of  course,  a  third 
option is to say noth-
ing and walk away.

DEAR READERS: I’m 
wishing you a happy, 
healthy 2022. Whew, 
folks! I can’t believe we 
made it so quickly 
through 2021! I will join 
you tonight toasting a 
new year that will be a 
less stressful year for all 
of us. If you are cele-
brating this evening, 
please take measures to 
protect not only your 
own health but also the 
safety of others.

LOVE, ABBY

Dear Abby is written 
by Abigail Van Buren, 
also known as Jeanne 
P h i l l i p s ,  a n d  w a s 
founded by her mother, 
P a u l i n e  P h i l l i p s . 
Contact Dear Abby at 
www.DearAbby.com or 
P.O. Box 69440, Los 
Angeles, CA 90069.

Dinner-and-drinks invite makes teetotaler uneasy
Dear Abby

by Abigail Van Buren

Q: I grew up knowing I 
would have to work to 
support myself. I have no 
problems with that. I have 
a college degree, and I 
interview well and get the 
jobs I want. What haunts 
me is the feeling I should 
fi nd what motivates me; I 
don’t know that I have a 
passion for anything 
regarding work. I have 
done well in my different 
jobs, and I know I have a 
strong work ethic. I am 
not motivated by money, 
but I want to make enough 
money to live on; I’d 
rather not get trapped in 
a materialistic lifestyle. I 
have had hobbies such as 
painting, jewelry design 
and sewing, but I don’t 
know if I can turn any of 

those interests into a busi-
ness. Where do I begin?

A: No one can force a 
passion into a business. 
Some people just know 
immediate ly  what 
inspires them. For 
example, some people 
may work in regular 
jobs where they feel 
accepted but not driven 
to achieve extraordi-
nary goals. In their 
spare time, though, they 
may be passionate 
about saving animals, 
which might motivate 
them to volunteer with an 
animal rescue organiza-
tion. 

Volunteering is a great 
way to see how an agency 
is managed, to watch the 

procedures and see what 
works or doesn’t work, to 
meet the people in the lead 
roles and paid positions, 
and to take note of the 
organization’s politics. As 

you get to know the agency 
and its operations, it 
becomes easier to see if it 
would be a good fit to 
switch into when a paid 
position opens. 

You could turn each of 

your hobbies into a busi-
ness if your products are 
appealing and sell through 
word of mouth. Whether 
you knit baby-buggy blan-
kets or design leather 

bikini belts featuring 
natural semiprecious 
stones to cover the 
belly button, the target 
audience for your prod-
ucts will ultimately 
determine your suc-
cess. Once the product 
becomes popular, you 
can sell it online or 
through a merchan-

diser. Sara Blakely created 
the Spanx shapewear 
brand and found a com-
pany to manufacture it, but 
she handled her own sales 
to stores in the beginning. 
There is no right way or 

wrong way to create and 
market a product.  

Entrepreneurs have fol-
lowed many different 
roads to success. Since you 
are not driven by money, 
focus on your hobbies and 
have a wait-and-see atti-
tude about what develops. 
If one activity doesn’t 
excite you, drop it and 
begin another one. By 
keeping your plans secret, 
no one will be able to 
encourage or discourage 
you, and your choices will 
be your creations alone.

 When and if a product 
becomes outrageously 
popular, you can happily 
leave your regular job for 
your passion, and the suc-
cess will be all yours. 

Email career and life 
c o a c h :  L i n d s e y @
LindseyNovak.com with 
your workplace problems 
and issues. Ms. Novak 
responds to all emails. For 
more information, visit 
www.lindseynovak.com, 

C o p y r i g h t  2 0 2 1 
Creators.com.

The Science Advice Goddess

My husband and I are in 
our 50s, married 25 years. I 
married for life, but I didn’t 
expect our initially happy 
marriage to turn into a dull 
housemates situation. With 
our children away at col-
lege, there’s no distraction 
from my husband’s lack of 
interest in having a fun, 
interesting life or even try-
ing to be interesting to me.

Most disturbingly, he isn’t 
interested in sex -- at least 
with me -- though I’m fi t and 
still get called “beautiful.” 
I’m despondent at the pros-
pect of spending the last 
decades of my life no longer 
being desired or even seen 
as a sexual person. I’m envi-
ous of my 50-something 
friend, now shacked up 
with her new partner. They 
are so effusively fulfilled 
together -- domestically 
and sexually, I’m told. Do 
you think I should follow 
their lead?

— Sex-Starved Bored 
Wife 

There’s “Marriage, The 
Fantasy” -- the gauzy glori-
ousness you see in wedding 
dress commercials -- and 
then there’s “Marriage, The 
Unadvertised Reality”: 
Eventually, your spouse 
could die at the breakfast 
table, and you might not 
notice till dinner.

Couples whose spousal-
ship erodes to this point tend 
to feel guilty (yet mystifi ed at 
where they went wrong). 
They’re unaware they’ve 
been set up to fail thanks to 
impossible-to-meet modern 
expectations for marriage. 
“For thousands of years the 

theme song for most wed-
dings could have been 
‘What’s Love Got to Do with 
It?’” observes historian 
Stephanie Coontz. 

Until about 200 years ago, 
marriage was a vital system 
for powerful moneybags 
families to forge political 
alliances, merge fortunes, 
and even make peace 
treaties (lest Europe play 
host to the, um, Hapsburgs 
and the McCoys).

We of the stinking masses 
did this on a smaller scale, like 
by marrying off our daughter 
to the son of the farmer with 
the enviable potato fi elds 
butting up to ours.

In other words, the com-
mon modern expectation that 
a spouse be one’s lifetime 

romantic and sexual excite-
ment provider gives marriage 
a job it was never set up to do 
-- and really can’t do.

Marriage modern-style 
has its pluses: among them, 
an on-site best friend, a stable 
environment for raising kids, 
two-fer tax benefits, and 
higher living standards. And 
let’s be frank: It’s ideal to live 
with someone who’ll do more 
than lick his paw while you 
thrash around on the living 
room fl oor from a seizure.

Unfortunately, there’s no 
stopping the “hedonic adap-
tation,” the inevitable dulling 
of marital excitement. 
“Hedonic,” from the ancient 
Greek word for pleasure, 
with “adaptation” describes 
how we quickly habituate to 
changes in our lives, positive 
or negative. That boob job or 
the bummer diagnosis stops 
giving us the lift or gut punch 
it fi rst did, and we swing back 
to our baseline level of happi-
ness or gloom.

In a marriage, assuming 
things don’t go ugly, the early 
lusty romance gives way to 
“companionate love,” the comfy 
dog-chewed old slippers of 

long-term partnership.
There is a defi brillator of 

sorts for flatlining marital 
excitement: an ongoing vari-
ety of surprising experiences 
-- big and small, daily and 
weekly. Neuroscientist 
Wolfram Schultz fi nds that 
“unpredictable rewards” -- 
aka surprises -- can be three 
or four times as exciting to us 
as those we’re used to.

To take advantage of this, 
spouses might alternate 
weeks bringing each other 
on a mystery date -- taking 
into account personal prefer-
ences and medical issues, lest 
the surprise take a surprise 
turn: “Betcha didn’t guess 
we’d be drinking Benadryl 
nightcaps in the ER!” 

Admittedly, this is rather 
weak tea to throw at the 
problem disturbing you 
most: being sexually aban-
doned by your husband. It’s 
probably impossible to solve 
and likely would be even if 
he wanted to want you 
again. We’re sexually excited 
by the new and out of reach, 
and you can’t become a sexy 
stranger for him to pursue 
-- or even fake it plausibly.

You went into marriage with 
the best of intentions -- marry-
ing “for life” -- but you’re now 
left with two options: 1. Part 
company with having any sort 
of sensual relationship that 
doesn’t require vow breakage. 
2. Part company with your 
husband. If you’re inclined 
toward the latter, some inner 
voice might rise up to scold 
you, “Whatever happened to 
‘Till death do us part’?!” Sure, 
that’s the deal you signed up 
for, but consider whether you 
think living the next 30 years 
like you’re sexually embalmed 
should count.

Personally, as a never-mar-
ried, seize-the-day type, I’m 
planning to be the hussy of the 
senior care facility -- the sub-
ject of endless gossip by 
resentful elderly busybodies. 

Got a problem? Write 
Amy Alkon, 171 Pier Ave, 
#280, Santa Monica, CA  
9 0 4 0 5 ,  o r  e - m a i l
AdviceAmy@aol.com. @
amyalkon on Twitter. 
Weekly podcast: blog-
talkradio.com/amyalkon.

(c)2021, Amy Alkon, 
all rights reserved.

by Amy Alkon

Rust issues

What it takes to break out of the 9-to-5 Rut

Big games
belong here

Appliance

At Work
by Lindsey Novak
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My favorite thing to 
drink on New Year’s Eve 
is a great Champagne 
with pomegranate seeds.
To even everything out, 
this starter is a welcomed 
gift to my stomach.

Carbs are always 
essential on New Year’s 
Eve! Flaky puff pastry 
encapsulates gooey Brie 
cheese. I made a tart 
cranberry compote to 
offset the richness.

What’s the differ-
ence between cran-
berry  sauce and a 
compote? I honestly 
have no idea. But this 
is thicker than cran-
berry sauce. Plus, I 
added herbs. It’s fla-
vored with lots  of 
orange and rosemary.

It’s a great recipe to 

put out when your guests 
arrive. It’s wonderful 
when it’s hot and gooey 
but also great at room 
temperature.

The picture is abso-
lutely representative of 
the fi nal product, perfect 
imperfection.

I served this on the 
Bernardaud square plate 
from Atelier in the 
Village (ateliergp.com) 
and it fi t perfectly with 
crackers. Happy New 
Year!

Baked Brie with 
Cranberry Compote

1 cup fresh cranberries

1 orange, zested and 
juiced

¼ cup water

3 tbls sugar

1 tbsp chopped rose-
mary

1 pinch of salt

1 wheel of brie

2 sheets of thawed puff 
pastry

1 egg

Begin by making the 
compote. In a small 
saucepan, add the cran-
berries, orange juice, 
water, sugar, rosemary, 
zest and pinch of salt. 
Cook, covered, until the 
berries have popped. Stir 
about every 5 minutes so 
you don’t wreck your 
pot. It needs to be 

reduced and come 
together for about 25 
minutes.

Once finished, let it 
cool so it can thicken a 
bit. Next, roll out one of 
the pastry sheets on a 
floured surface. Place 
the wheel of brie in the 
center. Scoop the com-
pote over the brie.

Roll the second sheet 
out and place over top. 
Trim the edges to 
make a nice circular 
package. Use any left-
over dough to create 
decorative leaves on 
the top. In a small 
bowl, whisk the egg 
with 1 tbsp of water 
and brush over the top. 
Bake at 400 degrees 
for 40 minutes. Serve 
with crackers.

Courtesy of Mombeau’s Table
Festive New Year’s Eve appetizer 

PHOTO COURTESY OF KAREN FERGUSON

I’m not very good at 
making New Year’s reso-
lutions.

Correction: I’m very 
good at making New 
Year’s resolutions, but not 
very good at keeping 
them.

But as I got to thinking 
about what our lives 
would be like in regard to 
our wine choices in 2022, 
I realized that there 
are a few tips that 
may be helpful not 
only because of good 
taste but also when it 
comes to health.

What follows are 
several ideas that 
came to me on a rainy 
afternoon when I 
realized we were 
within a few days of 
celebrating a new 
year. They’re sugges-
tions that may never 
have occurred to 
most wine buyers, but 
that I consider to be 
perfectly valid.

ADD A DASH OF 
SHERRY TO SOUPS
Most people don’t real-

ize how amazing most 
soups become when a 
tablespoon of sherry is 
added to the pot.

I usually use sherry 
from Spain, the most 
authentic version, and it 
doesn’t really make 
much difference if it’s 
dry or sweet since very 
little of the sweet kind will 
impact the soup when 
only a small amount is 
used in the pot.

You can also add more 
to your cup.

Too much sherry, of 
course, could make the 
soup a completely differ-
ent thing, but adding com-
plexity to soup is, in my 
book, a good thing.

BUY WINES WITH 

SANE ALCOHOL 
LEVELS

Resolve to stick to wines 
with moderate alcohol lev-
els, although it is becom-
ing more diffi cult to fi nd 
such things. When the 
alcohol rises to about 15%, 
I always fi gure the wine 
will be too much, too hot, 
or simply clumsy.

The best wines are bal-

anced, and 13.5% is usu-
ally plenty.

ADD A LITTLE WATER 
TO HIGHER-ALCOHOL 

WINES
When you can’t avoid a 

15% alcohol wine because 
you really want to try it, do 
so unadulterated. If the 
flavors become too 

intense, simply add a 
dollop of water and 
see if that doesn’t 
cure its ills.

CHANGE YOUR 
DAILY STRATEGY 

OF WINE 
CONSUMPTION
O v e r  t h e  l a s t 

few decades, sev-
eral doctors have 
told me that any 
health benefits of 
regular wine con-
sumpt ion  occur 
when we consume 
smaller amounts 
on a daily basis.

Taking a break 
from wine for a few 
days and then binge-
ing on a weekend is 
one of the worst ways 
to consume if you want 
to reap wine’s health 
benefits.

DRINK MORE DRY 
RIESLING

This is a shameless pro-
motion for a grape variety 
that rarely gets enough 
support from other wine 
columnists. Many people 
seem fi xated by chardon-
nay and I have no problem 
with that. 

If you like it, drink it. 
But in general, riesling is a 
far superior grape variety, 
and it never ceases to 
amaze me how people 
seem to ignore it.

CABERNET 
SAUVIGNON LOVERS 

SHOULD TRY 
CABERNET FRANC
Many cabernets are 

fairly tannic and amor-
phous. Cabernet franc is 
usually more interest-
ing, though slightly 
harder to fi nd.

SEARCH FOR LOWER-
ALCOHOL PINOT NOIRS

Many pinots in the last 

few years have topped 
14.5% on the alcohol scale 
without much justifi cation 
in terms of aromatics or 
fl avor. But many domestic 
producers have realized 
the great benefi ts of pinot 
at lower alcohols. Many 
are tasty and affordable.

Wine of the Week: 2020 
Decoy Chardonnay, 
California ($20) -- This 
second label of Duckhorn 
is a fi ne example of how to 
take good quality char-
donnay fruit, process it so 
there is a level of oak infl u-
ence, and still have a nice 
balance. Good flavors, 
food compatibility, and 
add a fair price.

To fi nd out more about 
Dan Berger and read fea-
tures by other Creators 
Syndicate writers and car-
toonists, visit the Creators 
Syndicate webpage at 
www.creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2021 
CREATORS.COM.

Wine tips for 2022

Dear Ann Landers:
Twenty years ago, when I 
was in my early 20s, you 
printed a column about mar-
ijuana. You expressed con-
cern that marijuana may 
have “taken a generation of 
doers and turned them into 
a generation of dreamers.” 
That single sentence was my 
wake-up call.

I used to smoke pot daily. 
I somehow managed to get 
through college (barely) and 
hold down a job, but I didn’t 
feel connected to anything, 
and I wasn’t getting any-
where. Every night, I would 
get high and write down in a 
journal all the things I 
planned to do. After reading 
your column, I realized I had 
been doing the same thing 
year after year, getting 
nowhere. I decided I had 
to quit smoking pot.

I can’t begin to tell you 
how my life changed. I 
became bored with my party 
animal boyfriend and later 
married a wonderful man I 
wouldn’t have looked at 
twice while I was hanging 
out with my prior crowd. I 
went back to school, earned 

a master’s degree and got an 
excellent position with a 
Fortune 500 company. I also 
developed some badly 
needed self-esteem. It was 
your column on marijuana 
that helped me turn my life 
around, and I want to write a 
belated thank-you. -- Margie 
in Tennessee

Dear Tennessee: I very 
much appreciate your gen-
erous letter. Please keep 
reading for one that should 
be of special interest to 
you:

Dear Ann Landers: Last 
fall, my teenage son began 
smoking marijuana and 
was soon totally out of con-
trol. I sent him away to a 
special program for a short 
period of time. He is much 
better now, but I was heart-
sick at the time and could 
not understand how my 
son got into so much trou-
ble.

Two weeks ago, the truth 
came out, and I am furious. 

Last summer, I sent my 
two teenagers to visit 
their uncle and aunt 
across the country. I 
decided it would be a 

good way for my brother 
and his wife to get to 
know their niece and 
nephew.

I also believed that my 
brother would be a good 
role model. I was mis-
taken. He and his wife 
smoked pot in front of my 
kids, offered it to them 
and made them promise 
not to tell me. 

My brother believes 
marijuana is not harmful, 
even though their oldest 
daughter has been in 
trouble with the law 
because of  cocaine.
I remember reading in 
your column that most 
cocaine addicts start with 
pot. My brother and his 
wife insist there is no 
connection between their 
casual use of pot and 
their child’s current 
problems.

I am so angry about 
this that I am considering 
a break with the entire 
family. -- A Canadian 
Mom.

Dear Mom: A pox on 
your brother and his wife 
for introducing your son 
to marijuana. Be thankful 
the “special program” was 
a success and forget about 
becoming estranged from 
the entire family.

Next summer, see that 
your son has a local job 
and keep your eye on 

the  companions  he 
hangs out with.

This is the best insur-
ance that he will not go 
down that disastrous road 
again. Good luck.

A N N  L A N D E R S 
C O P Y R I G H T  2 0 2 1 
CREATORS.COM.

Classic
Ann Landers

Best
BURGERS IN TOWN!

or check us out on
Doordash, Grubhub 

and UberEats

CALL for CARRY-OUT 313-881-5675
18666 Mack Avenue

Grosse Pointe Farms
313-881-5675

Thank You
Frontline 
Heroes!

123021

SEE 
MENU

TRY OUR 
NEW 
CRISPY 

CHICKEN 
SANDWICH! 

yKennedy’s

EST. 
1980

Wishing you a very

Happy
New Year!

Happy Hour Tuesday through Friday 3PM - 5PM
LUNCH Tuesday - Friday 11:30AM - 3:00PM

CALL FOR SHOW TIMES AND RESERVATIONS

(313) 882-5299 
97 KERCHEVAL, GROSSE POINTE FARMS, MI 48236

DIRTYDOGJAZZ.COM

Open for Lunch
Tue. - Fri. 11:30 - 3PM

RESERVATIONS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED
Upscale Dining & Jazz Favorites! 

123021

-TUESDAYS-
1 SEATING: 6:00PM-8:00PM (Ron English plays from 6:30PM-8:00PM)

-WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY-
1SEATING: 6:00PM-8:30PM (Performer plays from 7:00PM-8:30PM)

-FRIDAY & SATURDAY- 2 Seatings each night
1st SEATING: 6:00PM-8:00PM (Performer plays from 6:30PM-7:30PM)

2nd SEATING: 8:30PM-10:30PM (Performer plays from 9:00PM-10:00PM

BEST
BEST

of the

20        21

DAVE MDAVE MccMURRAYMURRAY
JAZZ SAXOPHONIST

December 29 through
December 31

RALPHE ARMSTRONGRALPHE ARMSTRONG
JAZZ BASS, VIOLIN, ELECTRIC GUITAR

January 12 through
January 15

HUGHES SMITH QUINTETHUGHES SMITH QUINTET
JAZZ QUINTET

January 26 through
January 29

KELLER KOCHER QUARTETKELLER KOCHER QUARTET
JAZZ BIG BAND

January 19 through
January 22
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2021 HOLIDAY PET PARADE
Thank you readers, for sending in your adorable holiday pet photos! 

So kind of you to share your furry family members with our GPN community. 

It was nearly impossible to choose a favorite pic, because every photo 
was so cute. Just look at all those sweet faces! Congratulations, everyone. 

The top dog, as selected by GPN staff, is... 

WINNER: CHARLIE JUNGA
Grosse Pointe Farms

5

5
5

MURPHY
McCabe

Grosse Pointe Woods

MOCHA
 & Annika 

Grosse Pointe Park

PAISLEY
Hedemark

St. Clair Shores

RANGER
Lombardo

Grosse Pointe

ROSIE
Slattery

Grosse Pointe Farms

FINN
Feldman

Grosse Pointe Woods

BEAUJOLAIS
Yordy

Grosse Pointe Woods

JUJU & POLO
Christensen

Grosse Pointe Woods

LAYLA
Florek

Grosse Pointe Woods

DEXTER & ALFRED
Gaina

Grosse Pointe Park

CABERNET
Yordy

Grosse Pointe Woods

POTUS
Blatt

Grosse Pointe

5
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E v e r y b o d y  w a n t s 
white teeth, but tradi-
tional whitening treat-
ments can be harsh on 
your mouth.

Af ter  wear ing  any 
brand  o f  wh i ten ing 
strips,  my teeth and 
gums are extremely sen-
sitive. I can’t drink any-
thing that’s too cold or 
too hot, and my family 

has to listen to me com-
plain about it for at least 
four days.

Usually, I barely see a 
difference after I use 
them, too, which makes 
the side effects all the 
more awful. 

So during one of my 
daily Instagram scrolls, 
I saw a few influencers 
promoting Lumineux 

O r a l  E s s e n t i a l s 
Whitening Strips.  At 
first, I was completely 
uninterested due to my 
tattered past with whit-
ening treatments, but 
after hearing a bit more 
about this product, I had 
to try it. 

These strips are non-
toxic, enamel-safe and 
claim to whiten without 
any sensitivity. They are 
super easy to use — just 
apply one strip to your 
top and bottom teeth, 
leave them on for 30 
minutes and then rinse 
with water or brush your 
teeth to remove any 
remaining residue.

When they came in the 
mail,  I used the first 
strips right away. 

I would recommend 
using these right before 
bed when you aren’t 
moving around a lot. 
The strips had the ten-
dency to slip off of my 
teeth if I tried to use 
them while talking or 
do ing  norma l  da i l y 
activities.

To my surprise, my 

teeth were not 
sensitive at all 
after the treat-
ment. It  could 
have just been in 
my head, but I 
swear my teeth 
w e r e  w h i t e r 
after one use.

I  had a tr ip 
w i t h  f r i e n d s 
coming up, so I 
decided to use 
the  whi tening 
strips every day 
for a week to see 
if I noticed any 
difference. After 
using the strips 
for seven days, I 
r e c e i v e d  s o 
many comments 
f r o m  f r i e n d s 
about how much 
whiter my teeth 
were and I was 
super impressed 
with the results. 

If you have a special 
event  coming up ,  I 
would highly recom-
mend using these strips 
as a way to whiten teeth 
with no sensitivity. They 
have become a staple in 

my weekly routine!
We are giving this 

product four out of five 
alligators because they 
work really well, but 
the fit could be better.

You can find them 
at local drugstores or 
online from Amazon. 

Visit oralessentials.com 
for more information.

by Anna Lizer
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Things to do in and around Grosse Pointe this week

 THURSDAY DECEMBER 30
 » Charles Turner & Uptown 
Swing
7:30-11 p.m. Cliff Bell's, 2030 Park 
Ave, Detroit.  

 » Clutch
7 p.m. The Fillmore Detroit, 2115 
Woodward Ave, Detroit.  

 » Dave McMurray at 
Dirty Dog Jazz Cafe
6-8 p.m. Dirty Dog Jazz Cafe, 97 
Kercheval, Grosse Pointe.  

 » Kwanzaa with The Wright!
Charles H. Wright Museum of 
African American History, 315 E 
Warren Ave, Detroit.  

 » Monroe Street Drive-In 
Powered by Emagine
7-10 p.m. Monroe Street Drive-In, 
32 Monroe St., Detroit.  

 » Starry Lights
5-9 p.m. Ford House, 1100 Lake 
Shore Road, Grosse Pointe 
Shores.  

FRIDAY DECEMBER 31 
 » Detroit New Year's Eve 
Party - Gatsby's House
9 p.m. Detroit Marriott at the 
Renaissance Center, 400 
Renaissance Dr W, Detroit.  

 » Cliff Bell's New Year's Eve 
Party 2022
8 p.m.-1 a.m. Cliff Bell's, 2030 
Park Ave, Detroit.  

 » COLORS Worldwide 
Presents: R&B ONLY 
LIVE on NYE
8:45 p.m. Saint Andrew's Hall, 
431 E Congress St, Detroit.  

 » Detroit Red Wings vs. 
Washington Capitals
7:30 p.m. Little Caesars Arena, 
2645 Woodward, Detroit.  

 » Hershey Felder as "George 
Gershwin Alone" -- 
A Recording of the 
Livestreamed Musical 
Event from Florence
BLEU, 1540 Woodward Ave, 
Detroit.  

 » The Ford House Tour
12-4 p.m. Ford House, 1100 Lake 
Shore Road, Grosse Pointe 
Shores.  

 » Live Blues at Beale Street 
Smokehouse & BBQ
7 p.m. Beale Street Smokehouse 
& BBQ, Detroit.  

 » MAGIC NYE - 2022
9 p.m. Magic Stick, 4120 
Woodward Ave, Detroit.  

 » New Years Eve with Dave 
McMurray at Dirty Dog 
Jazz Cafe
Dirty Dog Jazz Cafe, 97 Kercheval, 
Grosse Pointe.  

 » Old School Hip Hop New 
Year's Eve
9 p.m. Music Hall Center, 350 
Madison, Detroit.  

 » Old School New Years Eve 
starring Big Daddy Kane
9 p.m. Music Hall Center for the 
Performing Arts, 350 Madison St, 
Detroit.  

 » Tin Roof New Year's Eve 
Bash
7 p.m. Tin Roof, 47 E Adams Ave, 
Detroit.  

 » WE ARE THE UNION 
‘Tries to Throw a New 
Year's Party'
8 p.m. The Sanctuary Detroit, 
2932 Caniff St, Hamtramck.  

 » "XIValentine", A Virtual 
Variety Show
BLEU, 1540 Woodward Ave, 
Detroit.  

SATURDAY JANUARY 1
 » Detroit Pistons vs. San 
Antonio Spurs
7 p.m. Little Caesars Arena, 2645 
Woodward, Detroit.  

SUNDAY JANUARY 2
 » Detroit Red Wings vs. 
Boston Bruins
1 p.m. Little Caesars Arena, 2645 
Woodward, Detroit.  

 » Sky Covington at 
Woodbridge Pub
7:30-11 p.m. 5169 Trumbull, 1970 
Yemans, Detroit.  

 » VIP Petcare at 
Pet Supplies Plus
10-11:30 a.m. Pet Supplies Plus, 
23700 Greater Mack Ave, Saint 
Clair Shores.  

 » Starry Lights
5-9 p.m. Ford House, 1100 Lake 
Shore Road, Grosse Pointe 
Shores.  

MONDAY JANUARY 3
 » Mother Daughter Book 
Club
7-8 p.m. Offsite, Grosse Pointe.   
grossepointelibrary.org

TUESDAY JANUARY 4
 » 1st Tuesday Book Group
2-3 p.m. Central Library, 10 
Kercheval Ave., Grosse Pointe.  

 » Detroit Red Wings vs. 
San Jose Sharks
7:30 p.m. Little Caesars Arena, 
2645 Woodward, Detroit.  

 » Grosse Pointe Badminton 
Association
6:30-8 p.m. 20600 Mack Ave, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.  

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 5
 » Gwensday
6 p.m. Music Hall Center for the 
Performing Arts, 350 Madison St, 
Detroit.  

Check out the 

online calendar 

on our website 

for more details 

& registration 

links

4 Out of 5 
Aligators



Moon Alert: Avoid shop-
ping or making important 
decisions from noon until 
6:30 p.m. EST today (9 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. PST). After that, 
the Moon moves from 
Scorpio into Sagittarius.

Happy Birthday for 
Thursday, Dec. 30, 2021:

You are enthusiastic and 
passionate about whatever 
you do. You believe in clearly 
defined goals and then 
working hard to attain them. 
This has been a quieter year 
with a focus on relation-
ships. Next year, in 2022, 
you will socialize much 
more and have a strong zest 
for life! You also might fi nd 
yourself in the public eye.

ARIES
(March 21-April 19)

Tr e a d  c a r e f u l l y ! 
Discussions with bosses, 
parents and the police 
will be intense today. You 
might come on too 
strong; they might come 
on too strong. It could go 
either way. Remember 
Voltaire: “Doubt is not a 
pleasant condition, but 
certainty is absurd.” 
Tonight: Explore!

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)

This is a great day for 
studying, because your 
mind wants to get to 
the bottom of some-
thing. In other words, 
your approach to study 
anything will not be 
superficial. You won’t 
skim things lightly. Au 
contraire! You will dig 
deep! Tonight: Check 
your assets.

GEMINI
(May 21-June 20)

Today you will get to 
the bottom of some-
thing related to shared 
property, taxes, debt, 
insurance issues or 
the wealth of  your 
partner or someone 
e l s e .  Yo u  w i l l  b e 
relentless unti l  you 
find what you’re look-
ing for. In fact, you 
might do a mind meld 
with someone today. 
Tonight:  Be reason-
able.

CANCER
(June 21-July 22)

You might encounter 
someone today who is so 
intense they’re almost 
threatening. (Yikes!) This 
person might be close to 
you, perhaps a partner or 
close friend. Be careful 
not to excite them or 
make them upset, because 
it won’t be a pretty pic-
ture. Tonight: Work.

LEO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

At work today, you 
might see better ways of 
doing something, which 
is why you might sug-
gest improvements or 
reforms. If so, you could 
encounter resistance or 
objections to your ideas. 
It was ever thus. Good 
ideas are often met with 
scorn. Tonight: Play!

VIRGO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

Today you might be 
intense about teaching a 
child something. Be care-
ful, because it’s easy for 
you to become obsessed. 
Learning is more than 
just accumulating facts. 
It’s training the mind to 
think. Likewise, romantic 
partners might be 
obsessed with each other 
or about an idea. They 
also might be jealous. 
Tonight: Cocoon at home.

LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

Family discussions 
might be challenging 
today because everyone is 
convinced they’re right. 
On the upside, people will 
be prepared to dig deep to 
solve problems and get to 
the bottom of something 
that needs repairing. On 
the downside, will they lis-
ten to each other? Tonight: 
Be sociable.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

Family discussions might 
be challenging today 
because everyone is con-
vinced they’re right. On the 
upside, people will be pre-
pared to dig deep to solve 
problems and get to the bot-

tom of something that needs 
repairing. On the downside, 
will they listen to each other? 
Tonight: Be sociable.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

You might be obsessed 
about something related 
to money, earnings or 
your possessions today. 
For example, if shop-
ping, you will think you 
have to have something. 
Please be aware of the 
restrictions of the Moon 
Alert. Take it easy today. 
Tonight: You win!

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

Today Mercury is in 
your sign lined up with 
Pluto, which indicates 
intense mental activity on 
your part! You will have a 
focused, penetrating mind 
that wants to get to the 
bottom of everything. You 
also will be persuasive 
when talking to others. 
Tonight: Solitude.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

Your ability to do 
research is phenomenal 
today! You will not stop 
until you fi nd what you’re 
looking for. In fact, you will 
instinctively see the subtext 
of everything, and you will 
know if someone is not tell-
ing you the truth. Tonight: 
Be friendly.

PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20)

Discussions with oth-
ers will be intense today. 
If you’re involved in a 
group, you might try to 
convince them to agree 
with your point of view, 
or vice versa, someone 
might want to convince 
you. That’s because 
today it’s easy to be pre-
occupied with an idea or 
a particular slant on 
something. Tonight: You 
are noticed.

BORN TODAY
NBA player LeBron 

James (1984), actress 
Lucy Punch (1977), pro-
fessional golfer Tiger 
Woods (1975).
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by Steve Becker

Contract BridgeContract Bridge
BELIEVE IT OR NOT!

This remarkable deal cropped up 
during the final of the Senior Swiss 
Teams at the 2012 Summer North 
American Bridge Championships.

At the first table, North used a Texas 
Transfer to make his partner declarer 
at four spades. After West led a club 
and dummy was tabled, East was 
surprised that North had not at least 
explored the possibility of a slam and 
felt a big swing might be in the offing.

South no doubt thought he was in 
for an easy time of it, expecting to 

lose no more than the two missing 
aces. He won the club with dummy’s 
ace, cashed the heart king and led a 
club toward his hand. He was plan-
ning to win with the king, discard two 
diamonds from dummy on the A-Q of 
hearts and then another diamond on 
the queen of clubs before tackling the 
trump suit.

That was when the roof caved in. 
East ruffed the club lead at trick three 
and returned the queen of diamonds, 
hoping to find declarer with the king 
and his partner with the ace and jack.

South misguessed the diamond 
position by playing low, and East’s 
diamond continuation allowed West 
to score the A-J. West then led a third 
round of clubs, ruffed by declarer 
with dummy’s jack. South, who was 
already down one, now led a spade to 
the queen, losing to East’s ace, where-
upon West returned another club. 
Regardless of what declarer chose to 
play from dummy, East could not be 
prevented from scoring a trick with 
his now-singleton ten of spades, so 
South finished down three!

At the other table, North-South 
did make an attempt to get to slam, 
stopping in five spades when North 
learned there were two aces missing. 
Here the defense was not quite as 
sharp, so declarer escaped for down 
three to match the result at the first 
table and gain a tie on the board.

©2021 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Movie Junkie Mark
by Mark Domin

MOVIE REVIEW
“The Unforgivable”

2021 - 1hr 52min

It’s refreshing to see 
studios l ike Netf l ix 
give Hollywood a run 
f o r  i t s  m o n e y. 
Espec ia l ly  when i t 
comes to producing 
Oscar–worthy films.

‘The Unforgivable” 
is an excellent exam-
ple.  I t  stars Sandra 
Bullock in one of her 
f inest  performances 
to date. I  feel there 
are a mere handful of 
actors who could play 
the lead role as well 
as she could. Her act-
ing, to use an old cli-
ché, is nothing short 
of riveting. 

R u t h  S l a t e r 
(Bu l lock)  has  jus t 
been released from 
prison. She’s served 
20 years after being 
convicted of killing a 
p o l i c e  o f f i c e r.  A s 
you’d expect, prison 
life has hardened her 
a n d  s h e ’ s  b u i l t  a 
tough façade to steel 
h e r s e l f  f r o m  w h a t 
she’s expecting life to 
dish out to her.

She’s supposed to 
get a job using her 
carpentry skills,  but 
w h e n  m a n a g e m e n t 
finds out she’s a cop 
k i l ler,  the  pos i t ion 
m y s t e r i o u s l y 
disappears. Her 
parole  of f icer 
then arranges 
for her to get a 
menial job in a 
fishery. 

In a series of 
flashbacks, we 
see her protect-
ing  her  much 
younger sister 
K a t h l e e n 
( A i s l i n g 
Franciosi) dur-
ing a police raid 
o n  t h e i r 
deceased par-
e n t s ’  h o m e . 
She’s been rais-
i n g  h e r,  a n d 
after the shoot-
ing, her sister 
is  taken from 
her right before 
she’s sentenced 
t o  p r i s o n .  A 
c o u p l e  ( R i c h a r d 
Thomas  and  L inda 
Emond) has adopted 

Kathleen and Ruth is 
determined to try to 
reconnect  with her. 
Ka t h l e e n’ s  p a r e n t s 
agree to  meet  with 
R u t h ;  h o w e v e r , 
t h e y ’ r e  c o n v i n c e d 
n o t h i n g  g o o d  w i l l 
come out of a reunion 
of the two siblings. 

As i f  this  tension 
isn’t enough, the story 
is further complicated 
when the sons of the 
murdered police offi-
cer discover Ruth is 
out of prison. The two 
b r o t h e r s  a r e  j u s t 
s l i g h t l y  u n h i n g e d , 
and  they  not  on ly 
track her down and 
stalk her, they’re out 
for revenge.

This is where things 

kick into high gear 
and it makes for some 
n a i l - b i t i n g  a c t i o n . 
There are a couple of 
plot twists that make 
this a bit more than 
y o u r  p r e d i c t a b l e 
Hollywood fare. 

Some of the reviews 
I’ve read have criti-
cized Bullock for her 
lack of emotion and 
blank expressions. I 
have to disagree with 
t h i s  a s s e s s m e n t — I 
t h i n k  t h a t ’ s  w h a t 
makes  her  per for-
mance so convincing.

She’s hardened by 
her years in prison 

and uses her apathy 
to protect herself. A 
lesser talent would be 

inclined to overact.
O n e  o f  m y  o n l y 

beefs with the movie 
is this: Kathleen was 
taken from her when 
she was around five-
years old. That would 
make her in her mid-
twent ies  when  the 
s t o r y  t a k e s  p l a c e . 
However, she’s high 
school age in the film. 
And, if she were over 
18 years old, the two 
o f  them would  be 
allowed to meet. 

That said, if you’re 
looking for a film fea-
turing sol id act ing, 
f ine writ ing,  and a 
good story, check out 
“The Unforgivable”. 

Currently streaming 
on Netflix.

★★★★✩

My rating system:
★ A real stinker. A 

movie that is so bad, 
you’re embarrassed to 
admit you’ve seen it, but 
you have to rate it none-
theless. 

★★ So-so. Not a total 
waste of time, but you 
would have been better 
off reading a good book. 

★★★ Pretty good. In
fact, if there weren’t any 
other movies in your 
queue, you might watch 
it again.

★★★★ One you’d rec-
ommend to friends.

★★★★★ So good
you’d actually go out and 
buy it! 

About this column:
My main focus is on 

films that I feel 
have gone under 
the radar and 
deserve more 
recognition They 
inc lude  both 
m a i n -
s t r e a m  a n d 
i n d i e  f i l m s 
streaming on 
serv ices  l ike 
N e t f l i x  a n d 
Kanopy, as well 
as  theatr ica l 
releases.

Fo r  m o v i e 
trai lers ,  v is i t 
youtube.com. If 
you have any 
s u g g e s t i o n s , 
feel free to email 
me at: domin-
mark@yahoo.
com. Also,  i f 
you’re looking 
for more recom-
mendations, be 

sure to check out my 
blog: moviejunkiemark.
blogspot.com.

Left, Emma Nelson as Katie Slater and Sandra Bullock as Ruth Slater in the 
2021 Netfl ix movie “The Unforgivable.”
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Garfield                                                                       Jim Davis

©
 2

02
1 

PA
W

S,
 IN

C.
 A

ll 
Ri

gh
ts

 R
es

er
ve

d.

D
is

tr
ib

ut
ed

 b
y 

An
dr

ew
s 

M
cM

ee
l S

yn
di

ca
tio

n

Dilbert                                                                       Scott Adams

Blondie                                                                     Chris and Dean Young

Beetle Bailey                                                     Greg and Mort Walker

Flying McCoys           Glenn McCoyZiggy                          Tom Wilson

Over The Hedge                                               Michael Fry and T. Lewis

Andy Capp                                                                 Reg Smythe 

Wizard of Id        Created by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart. Currently by Mason Mastroianni

Carpe Diem                                                             Niklas Eriksson

© 2021 by Andrews McMeel Syndication 12/23 Solution

Complete the 
grid so every row, 
column and 3 x 3 
box contains 
every digit from 
1 to 9 inclusively.

Previous puzzle 
solution

U N I V E R S A L
Sudoku Puzzle

12/30
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Family Circus                                        Bill and Jeff Keane

“I'm gonna miss you, Mommy.”

©2021 Bill Keane, Inc. 
Dist. by King Features Synd. 
www.familycircus.com

Universal Crossword

© 2021 by Andrews McMeel Universal 
www.upuzzles.com

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER

Edited by David Steinberg December 23, 2021

12/23 Solution

Letter by Letter by Adrian Johnson12/30

ACROSS
 1 Magnum ___ 

(great work)
 5 He’s a deer
 9 Future D.A.’s 

exam
13 “Be quiet!”
14 Gullible
15 Wonky
16 “That  

explains it”
17 Champion-

ship game
18 Shirts often 

cropped at 
Pride

19 “Is that so?!”
21 Olay  

competitor
23 “You Send 

Me” singer 
Cooke

24 Member of a 
Great Basin 
tribe

25 Shade at the 
beach?

26 “That’s fair”
32 “Hulk”  

director Lee
33 Park walk-

way
34 Pride group
37 La Scala’s 

locale
40 Rock’s ___ 

Speedwagon
41 Urban front 

staircase
42 Panache
43 Sag, as a 

flower
45 Org. at JFK
46 Afternoon 

fare in Britain
50 Digital ___ 

camera
52 Prom wear 

for a certain 
lesbian, 
briefly

53 Important 
time span

 54 Shopper’s 
clipping

 56 Explain in de-
tail ... or what 
the starts of 
19-, 26- and 
46-Across 
do, phoneti-
cally?

 61 ___ canai 
(flatbread 
dish)

 62 Cutoff
 64 Hidden- 

object book 
series

 65 Arthur ___ 
Courage 
Award

 66 Gets the 
wrinkles out

 67 Sound of a 
stone hitting 
a pond

 68 Word 
after “hot” or 
“fine”

 69 Luggage IDs
 70 Perfect over 

time
DOWN
  1 The Buckeye 

State
  2 Encourage-

ment during 
labor

  3 Internet 
explorer?

  4 “The things I 
put up with!”

  5 Travel by 
boat

  6 Wee
  7 “When They 

See Us” 
director 
DuVernay

  8 Frozen treat 
in Rome

  9 Like 10 p.m., 
for many 
kids ... and 
their parents

 10 Chocoholic’s 
Achilles’ heel

 11 Colosseum, 
e.g.

 12 Cicely of 
“Roots”

 14 2018 award 
for Patrick 
Mahomes

 20 Small battery
 22 Bridal  

coverings
 24 Stand  

behind
 26 Celebrated 

crops in 
“Things Fall 
Apart”

 27 “I’ll get this 
done”

 28 Unpleasant 
realities

 29 Anatomical 
canal blocker

 30 Dined at 
home

 31 Trivial  
criticism

 35 A proboscis 
monkey’s is 
long

 36 Facial joints?

 38 Brewery 
quaff

 39 “How cool!”
 44 Contents 

of some 
social media 
threads

 47 Naturally 
bright?

 48 Not just 
online, briefly

 49 Historic 
Muslim 
leader

 50 “Get lost!”
 51 Like saggy 

pants
 55 Orders at 

bakeries and 
pizzerias

 56 Polluted air
 57 ATM codes
 58 Norway’s 

capital
 59 Second word 

of many fairy 
tales

 60 A+, e.g., at a 
blood bank

 63 Radio’s 
Glass

12/30
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Reality Check          Dave Whamond Bizarro             Dan Piraro and Wayno

Hagar The Horrible                                      Dik Browne and Chris Browne

F Minus                                                                               Tony Carrilo

Crock                                                      Created by Bill Rechin and Brant Parker 

Crankshaft                                                           Tom Batiuk and Dan Davis

Wumo                                                Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler 

B.C.                                                     Johnny Hart and Mason Mastroianni 

Mother Goose and Grim                                               Mike Peters
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Peanuts                                                                                                                                               Charles M. Schulz
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Close To Home                                        John McPherson

Marmaduke                                       Paul & Brad Anderson

“It's the same thing every 
New Year's Day.”

With her stove out of propane, Eve was 
forced to use the kids' Easy Bake Oven to 

prepare dinner for her 12 guests.

ts ChChaarles
Comics

The Lockhorns                     Bill Hoest, Bunny Hoest and John Reiner
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New facility
Eastside FC, Eastside Tennis open 

new indoor practice area  PAGE 3D

SECTION D ◆ GROSSE POINTE NEWS ◆ DECEMBER 30, 2021

SPORTS
2D SPORTS YEAR IN REVIEW  |  4D CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

SPORTS

Every hockey team 
needs that one skater 
who can seemingly do it 
all. For the Grosse 
Pointe South Blue 
Devils, that player is 
captain and defenseman 
Jake Spitz.

The South senior has 
the game of hockey in 
his blood and has been 
playing about as long as 
he can remember. From 
his youth hockey days to 
n o w  b e i n g 
captain of the 
Blue Devils, 
Spitz’s hockey 
roots run deep 
in the Pointes. 

“ I  s tar ted 
p l a y i n g 
hockey when I 
was about 4 
years old and 
p l a y e d  a l l 
t h r o u g h o u t 
Grosse Pointe 
and St. Clair 
Shores,” Spitz 
said. “I played 
f o r  t h e 
Bulldogs for a 
lot of years 
and then St.  Clair 
Shores Saints for a few. 
I ended up making the 
team at South as a fresh-
man. … My dad also 

grew up playing hockey 
for North, so he really 
got us into the game.”

His dad may have 
been a Norsemen, but 
now the name Spitz has 
become synonymous 
with hockey at South 
thanks to Jake and his 
older brother, Keegan. 
Keegan graduated and 
is no longer on the team, 
but the two brothers did 
get to spend some time 
together on the ice as 
Blue Devils. Jake Spitz 
now carries on the tradi-

tion with a special role. 
This is Spitz’s second 

year as captain of 
South’s hockey team. As 
a senior this year, the 

role has even more sig-
nifi cance for the defen-
seman because of what 
he learned from the 
teammates who were 
leaders before him.

“It’s a huge honor to 
be captain, especially 
this year with a younger 
team,” Spitz said. “It’s a 
really important job, 
getting them acclimated 
to high school hockey 
and what it’s like being 
part of a varsity team. 
Last year I had a team-
mate named Dean 

Therriault and he 
r e a l l y  h e l p e d 
shape me into a 
captain.”

Spitz typically is 
at home on the 
blue line as a 
d e f e n s e m a n . 
However, this sea-
son has seen the 
senior becoming 
more involved in 
the offense for the 
Blue Devils. 

Getting their 
defensive captain 
to be part of the 
effort on offense 
has paid off so far 
th is  year  for 

South. Spitz scored a 
game-winning goal in 
overtime to beat U of D 
Jesuit and had two goals 
in a close loss against 

Salem. 
“This is the fi rst year 

I’ve really started play-
ing  some forward 
because my new coach 
saw some offensive abil-
ity in me,” Spitz said. 
“I’ve been playing long 
enough that I feel like I 
can play both forward 
and defense without it 
being that big of a 
change.”

Spitz attributes his 
new style of play to the 
teachings of his new 
head coach. Brandon 
Contratto took over the 
helm of South’s varsity 
boys hockey team this 
season and having a 
y o u n g e r  p r e s e n c e 
behind the bench has 
given Spitz and his 
teammates a new per-
spective on how the 
game is played.

“Having a younger 
coach and being a recent 
player helps us under-
stand how the game is 
changing,” Spitz said. 
“There’s really no posi-
tions on the ice. Anyone 
can play defense or for-
ward. It’s really inter-
changeable now.”

With a new head 
coach and Spitz leading 
on the ice as captain, the 
Blue Devils are off to an 
impressive start through 

the fi rst month or so of 
the high school hockey 
season. South has won 
seven of its first 10 
games and has looked 
impressive against some 
tough opponents. 

The  Blue  Devi l s 
cracked the top 10 in the 
first  State Champs 
Network high school 
hockey rankings for 
Michigan just a few 
weeks ago. Such a good 
start goes beyond the 
expectations Spitz and 
his teammates had, but 
as a leader for South, he 
has his teammates 
focused on keeping the 

momentum going and 
building for the future. 

“We had a really hard 
schedule, but we got 
more wins than we 
expected, I think,” he 
said. “I really want to 
h e l p  d e v e l o p  t h e 
younger players and get 
them ready for their 
years as players at 
South and in the end be 
at USA Hockey Arena 
competing for a state 
championship.”

To nominate a future 
Athlete of the Week, 
visit grossepointenews.
c o m / a t h l e t e - o f - t h e -
week.

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Athlete of the Week

PHOTO BY BRIAN MCKENNA

Jake Spitz

Sponsored by Joe Ricci Automotive

ATH ETE

Jake SpitzJake Spitz
School: Grosse Pointe South
Sport: Hockey

At the conclusion of 
this year’s high school 
football season, Grosse 
Pointe South varsity 
football coach Tim 
Brandon announced his 
retirement from coach-
ing the Blue Devils. 
South’s program reached 
new heights during 
Brandon’s 15-year tenure 
and has a foundation to 
continue building upon 
in the future. 

Although Brandon 
loved coaching the Blue 
Devils, he knew it was 
time for a change — both 
for himself and the pro-
gram. 

“Fifteen years is a long 
time being a head foot-
ball coach and even in 
high school it’s demand-
ing mentally and physi-
cally,” Brandon said. “It 
was just time, for a lot of 
different reasons. Part of 
it was being drained, to 
be honest. Part of it was 
No. 11 (his son, Charlie 
Brandon) being a senior 
and he’s leaning towards 
continuing playing, so I 
want to be available for 
that. It’s time for some-
one new.”

When he became the 
head coach at South a 
decade and a half ago, 
Brandon had one thing 
in mind. He wanted to 
bring the Blue Devils 

back to being a top-tier 
program in the MAC 
conference and in the 
state.

Brandon was able to 
do that by establishing 
and maintaining a con-
sistent culture of success 
at South. His teams set 
records, won playoff 
games and took the Blue 
Devils further than they 
had ever gone before. 

“I knew the history of 
Grosse Pointe South,” he 
said. “My goal was to 
build South back up to 
the respected program 
that it was. I feel like we 
did that and got it to 
where it’s not only a suc-
cessful football program, 
but one of those football 
p rograms  tha t  i s 
respected in the Detroit 
metro area and around 
the state.”

In his 15 years coach-
ing, Brandon’s teams at 
South won eight MAC 
division championships. 
The Blue Devils reached 
the playoffs 12 times and 
won district champion-
ships twice. 

The success South had 
in the MAC and in state 
playoffs under Brandon 
helped breathe new life 
into the Blue Devils’ foot-
ball program. What the 
former coach wants now 
is to see that winning tra-
dition continue to grow. 

“In my years we went 
from being also-rans in 

the Blue Division to com-
peting in the Blue 
Division, then to domi-
nating the White Division 
and even competing in 
the Red,” Brandon said. 
“I’m really proud of the 
trajectory we are on and 
where we went and that’s 
what I want for the 
future. Keep the tradition 
and keep up what we’ve 
been doing and take it 
even further.”

One of the greatest 
achievements the Blue 
Devils reached under 
Brandon was winning a 
regional championship 
and making it to the state 
final four in 2010. The 
regional championship 
game has become known 
as the infamous “fog 
bowl.” Pulling out a dra-
matic win in the playoffs 
in rough conditions is a 
memory Brandon will 
never forget. 

“It would have to be 
the ‘fog bowl’ back in 
2010, which was the 
regional championship,” 
he said. “It’s the furthest 
any South team has ever 
gone. It was dense fog. 
You couldn’t see across 
the fi eld. We went down 
in that game three differ-
ent times and came back. 
It took a 70-yard drive 
for a fi eld goal to win the 
game in the end. We 
drove the fi eld on a two-
minute drill and John 
Parker drained a field 

goal with no time left on 
the clock. … The game, 
the atmosphere and how 
it ended — it’s a tremen-
dous memory.”

The real heart of 
Brandon’s tenure at 
South goes far beyond 
just success on the fi eld. 
His years of coaching 
with the Blue Devils 
brought the coach closer 
with the community and 
the players he was help-

ing to coach and mentor. 
Winning under the 

Friday night lights is 
great, but wins on the 
field are not what 
Brandon is really going 
to miss. Getting to know 
his players and helping 
them learn and grow 
each day is what is really 
going to stick with him.

“Grosse Pointe is an 
outstanding community 
and because of that, 

these are outstanding 
kids,” Brandon said. “It’s 
a joy to come to work 
every day, whether it’s in 
the season going to prac-
tice or in the offseason 
going to the weight room 
… spending time talking 
to the kids and building 
relationships. Those are 
the things I’m going to 
miss. The day-to-day 

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Brandon reflects on coaching career

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

Retired South football coach Tim Brandon spent 15 years at the helm of the 
Blue Devils. 

See BRANDON, page 3D
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Grosse Pointe North

If there is one word 
that could describe all of 
2021 in athletics for 
South, that word might 
be “consistency.” The 
Blue Devils largely saw 
improvement and suc-
cess in almost every 
sport throughout the 
year and were able to 
add some hardware to 
the school’s trophy case 
along the way. 

The best way to look 
at the year for South 

could be to start in the 
fall season and work 
backward. South’s foot-
ball team qualified for 
the playoffs with a 6-5 
record, including a dom-
inant win over rival 
Grosse Pointe North to 
end the regular season. 
The Blue Devils defeated 
Lakeview in the opening 
round of the playoffs 
before losing to De La 
Salle in the district 
championship. 

On the courts, the 
Blue Devils’ boys tennis 
team had plenty of suc-

cess in the fall. South 
once again captured a 
MAC Red division title 
and saw the doubles 
pair of Blake Discher 
and Alex Prather win a 
doubles state champion-
ship. 

Doubles tennis was 
not the only state title 
the Blue Devils added in 
the fall. In October, 
South’s field hockey 
t e a m  d e f e a t e d 
Cranbrook 3-0 to win 
the MHSFHL Division 2 
state championship.

South’s boys soccer 

team had a successful 
fall as well. The Blue 
Devils continued their 
run of district champi-
onships and captured a 
regional title as well. 
South kept marching in 
the postseason all the 
way to the Division 2 
fi nal four and came up 
just one game short of 
playing for a state cham-
pionship. 

During the spring, the 
boys lacrosse team for 
the Blue Devils marched 
to an impressive 13-2 
record and a MAC Red 

division title. The boys 
golf team for South fi n-
ished second in the MAC 
Red, but earned a quali-
fying spot in the state 
championship as a team, 
where it went on to fi n-
ish 14th. 

The Blue Devils base-
ball team fi nished with a 
20-13 record and just 
one game out of a MAC 
Red title. The team’s 
postseason hopes were 
cut short with an extra-
innings loss in the early 
round of the district 
playoff tournament. 

Back in the winter, the 
boys swim team made a 
splash for South. The 
Blue Devils continued 
their incredible streak of 
MAC Red division cham-
pionships in the pool 
and swam their way to 
second place at the 
Division 2 state fi nals. 

South’s girls basket-
ball team earned a post-
season trophy with a 
rivalry win. The Blue 
Devils took home a dis-
trict championship with 
a close, dramatic win 
over North. 

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

South fi nds consistent success in 2021
Grosse Pointe South

PHOTO COURTESY OF TOM GEBECK

South’s fi eld hockey team captured the Division 2 MHSFHL state 
championship in 2021. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF BLAKE J. DISCHER

Blake Discher, left, and Alex Prather of the South boys’ tennis team took home 
a state title in doubles tennis during the fall season. 

The beginning of this 
year’s high school sports 
calendar was a bit hec-
tic. Winter sports did not 
begin until February due 
to delays related to the 
pandemic and some ath-
letes were unsure if they 
would even get to play 
their seasons at all. 
Sports fi nally got under-
way for the year and the 
Norsemen had a few 
strong highlights right 
out of the gate in the 
winter. 

One of the biggest per-
formances of the winter 
season by a North ath-
lete came in the swim-
ming pool .  Gianni 
Carlino captured the 
state championship in 
the 500-yard freestyle. 

He also earned All-State 
and All-American hon-
ors for his performance. 

Another highlight of 
the winter season for 
the Norsemen was the 
girls basketball team 
claiming the MAC Red 
division title. North had 
a 9-1 conference record 
and 13-4 record overall 
for the season, but was 
eliminated from the 
playoffs in the district 
championship round. 

When the calendar 
turned to spring, North 
excelled on the diamond 
in both baseball and 
softball. The Norsemen 
softball team added a 
MAC White division title 
in 2021 to its list of 
accomplishments. 

N o r t h ’ s  b a s e b a l l 
squad did not capture a 
division championship, 

but made plenty of noise 
late in the spring when 
it mattered the most. 
Tremendous pitching 
performances by Nic 
Good and Brennan Hill 
in the district champi-
onship  tournament 
helped the Norsemen 
take home their fi rst of 
two postseason tro-
phies. 

The team kept rolling 
into the regional cham-
pionship round, where 
more strong pitching 
and some clutch hits at 
the plate earned North a 
regional  t i t le .  The 
Norsemen’s postseason 
run ended in the next 
round with a loss to 
eventual Division 1 
state champions Grand 
Blanc in the state quar-
terfi nals. 

After the summer 

break, sports returned 
for the fall season. 
Athletes enjoyed a bit of 
a return to normalcy as 
schedules  returned 
mostly to what they 
used to be before the 
pandemic. And in the 
fall, it was likely the 
boys soccer team at 
North that enjoyed the 
most success. 

The Norsemen fell 
just short of winning a 
MAC White division 
title at the end of the 
regular season, but did 
not let that stop them 
from fi nding success in 
the playoffs. North took 
home a district champi-
onship trophy and 
nearly earned a regional 
title as well in what was 
one of the school’s best 
soccer seasons in recent 
memory.

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Baseball, soccer highlight 
strong year for Norsemen

2021 saw the Knights 
at University Liggett 
School bring home plenty 
of trophies to line the 

hallways. From the ice to 
the baseball diamond to 
the swimming pool, the 
Knights had success 
throughout the year. 

The winter season for 
Liggett was highlighted 

by a state championship 
in girls hockey. The 
Knights completed an 
incredible season with a 
Division 1 state champi-
onship, following up 
their 2018 Division 2 title.

The boys basketball 
team for the Knights 
reached heights it had 
not seen in decades dur-
ing the winter. Liggett 
won a district champion-
ship and made one of the 
deepest playoff runs in 
the school’s basketball 
history in 2021. 

Springtime saw plenty 
of success on the dia-
mond for the Knights. 
Liggett’s softball team 
captured its fi rst Catholic 
League championship 
and had an impressive 
state playoff run that 
included a district cham-

pionship win. 
The Knights baseball 

team rolled through the 
spring of 2021 with one 
of the most dominant and 
successful baseball sea-
sons in history. Liggett 
had a winning streak 
during the season that 
lasted more than 20 
games. 

Oliver Service’s walk-
off hit won a Catholic 
League championship for 
the Knights. Liggett 
marched through the 
playoffs with district and 
regional titles on the way 
to its sixth baseball state 
championship in school 
history. 

Come fall, the Knights 
continued their run of 
state championships 
throughout the year with 
success in swimming. 

Liggett senior Ginger 
McMahon won a state 
title in the 100-yard 
breaststroke, her third 
state championship in 
that event. 

Soccer season in the 

fall saw a strong year for 
the boys team at Liggett. 
The Knights won a dis-
trict title and made a run 
in the postseason all the 
way to the regional 
championship game.

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Baseball, girls’ hockey win state titles
University Liggett School

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

The Knights’ baseball team celebrating their 
Division 3 state championship in June.

PHOTO BY LEON HALIP

Liggett’s girls’ hockey team defeated Livonia 
Unifi ed to capture its second state title in four years.

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

Brennan Hill helped the Norsemen baseball team 
win a district and regional championship in the 
spring.

PHOTO COURTESY OF MAYE DAHER

The boys’ soccer team at North celebrated a district 
championship in 2021. 

2021  IN  REVIEW
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Eastside FC has been a 
staple of youth soccer in 
the Pointes and sur-
rounding communities 
for decades. However, 
the program and its play-
ers recently found them-
selves without a nearby 
facility to practice indoor 
soccer during the winter.

The club was using the 
indoor facilities at the 
sports dome on Mack 
Avenue to practice soc-
cer, but had to adjust 
when they found out last 
spring they would no lon-
ger be able to use it. The 
new si tuat ion left 
Eastside FC in a bit of a 
rough spot.

“Unexpectedly we 
were told that the facility 
would be sold and we 
have to fi nd a new indoor 
soccer place for our 
kids,” said Florian 
Bukovec, director of 
fields for Eastside FC. 
“We were debating the 
options we had. In the 
past, we used to play 
north around 23 Mile and 
it was a hike for parents 
and kids to go for indoor 
practice. So we had been 
looking for a facility 
more in the area so it 
could be more conve-
nient.”

Thankfully, a new part-
nership with another 
sports staple has helped 
bring Eastside FC’s 
indoor facilities back to 
the east side. The soccer 
club has teamed up with 
Eastside Tennis and con-
verted part of the tennis 
facility into a new indoor 
soccer practice area. 

The process of reach-
ing an agreement and 
successfully converting 

the facility took months, 
but the new indoor soc-
cer area is fi nally up and 
running just in time for 
winter practices. 

“We started talking to 
Eastside Tennis around 
May and discussed dif-
ferent fi nancing options 
and logistics,” Bukovec 
said. “We found an agree-
ment about a month and 
a half ago in November. 
Since then we put in our 
order for turf and had it 
installed. Nets were 
installed to protect the 
walls. … It took about 
four to fi ve weeks to get 
everything going and we 
had our fi rst practice ses-
sion there last Monday.”

Being closer to home 

with the new facilities at 
Eastside Tennis is a 
major plus for Eastside 
FC. There are some 
drawbacks to the new 
arrangement, but accord-
ing to Bukovec those are 
only helping to fuel ideas 
for the future. 

“The downside overall 
is that we have a smaller 
facility, because the dome 
was bigger in size,” he 
said. “But we’re keeping 
it local and could rear-
range our practice sched-
ule so each team can 
have a different time. In 
the dome, we would have 
three teams practicing at 
the same time, but now 
it’s one or two teams. Our 
hope down the road is to 

even expand the facility 
and turn it into a bigger 
sports complex.”

Easts ide FC has 
brought indoor soccer 
back closer to home for 
many of its players and 
families. The club has 
deep roots in the Pointes 
and all of the eastside 
communities, and having 

a place to practice 
indoors closeby once 
again can help keep 
those local ties strong for 
Eastside FC. 

“I have three sons and 
they all play for Eastside 
and we’re already so 
busy driving them around 
for sports and things,” 
Bukovec said. “If we had 

to drive them up to 23 
Mile during rush hour, 
that’s a lot of time in the 
car. … We want to keep it 
local and hopefully make 
it even bigger so the 
experience for the kids is 
even better. Keeping it 
local and having the kids 
stay engaged is the big-
gest thing.”

Eastside FC opens new indoor facility
By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter
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Eastside FC partnered with Eastside Tennis to open a new indoor soccer practice area. 
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The 2021 South football senior class, the fi nal senior class of coach Brandon’s 
career with the Blue Devils.

things.”
This year was not only 

spec ia l  for  be ing 
Brandon’s last season 
coaching at South. He 
got to share that final 
season with his son, 
Charlie Brandon. 

Coaching his son 
throughout his senior 
year and being with sev-
eral players he got to 
watch grow up as friends 
and teammates made 
Brandon’s last year with 
the Blue Devils the best 
way to end his career.

“This was a very spe-
cial class to me not only 
because it was my last 
class, but because of No. 
11,” he said. “I’ve known 
all these kids since they 
were maybe 5 years old. 
Starting in Little League 
and the Red Barons, then 
starting in high school. A 
lot of these guys played 
with Charlie and I’ve 
watched them grow up. 

Watching them like I’ve 
watched so many senior 
classes and groups of 
kids mature and grow, 
seeing them do it makes 
this class so much more 
special.”

The Blue Devils now 
search for a new coach to 
continue the tradition 
Brandon established. 
After 15 years and count-
less memories, Brandon 
has nothing but love for 
the program he led and 
the community in which 
he coached. 

“Being the head foot-
ball coach at Grosse 
Pointe South has been 
one of, if not the greatest, 
honor of my life,” he 
said. “I’ve enjoyed every 
minute of it and what I 
would say, like we always 
say to the outgoing 
seniors, is to keep up 
that tradition. Keep 
working hard and dedi-
cating yourself to what-
ever you do and no 
matter what you decide 
to do, you’re going to be 
successful.”

Continued from page 1D

Coach Tim 
Brandon and 
Charlie 
Brandon cele-
brating after 
South’s win 
over North 
this season. 

COURTESY 
PHOTO

BRANDON:

GPN: 12-30-21

INVITATION TO BID

    Notice is given that the City of Grosse Pointe Park will 
receive sealed bids for the HVAC system replacement at the 
Grosse Pointe Park Municipal Complex until 2:00 PM local 
time on Thursday, January 27th, 2022. The work also 
consists of alternates for ceiling and lighting replacement. 
A pre-bid conference will be held on Thursday, January 
6th, 2022, at 2:00 local time, located at the City of Grosse 
Pointe Park, 15115 E. Jefferson Ave, Grosse Pointe Park, MI 
48230.  The bidding documents will be released Thursday, 
December 30th, 2021, on the Bidding section of the Spicer 
Group website at www.spicergroup.com.  

Jane M. Blahut,
 City Clerk

grossepointenews.com/athlete-of-the-week

ATH ETEATHLETE
OF THE WEEK

Do you know an outstanding high school athlete? 
Nominate them for Athlete of the Week and put 

them in the running for Athlete of the Year.
All weekly winners will be invited to the end of year Athlete of the Year 

Awards Gala – with top athletes winning scholarships!
Submit online at:



709 TOWNHOUSES /
CONDOS FOR RENT

716 OFFICE / COMMERCIAL 
FOR RENT

Property For Rent
100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

114 MUSIC EDUCATION
GUITAR, Bass, Uke

Lessons In Your
Home, Mine,
Or Online.

 All levels, ages,
styles. Extensive

private and
University teaching

experience.
Check out my
website: www.

peterhennes.com
(847)732-0894

120 TUTORING EDUCATION

121 GENERAL SERVICES

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

Grosse Pointe salon
hiring part time

cleaning person.
(313)885-9001

call for interview.
Edwin Paul Salon

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

Christ Church
Grosse Pointe

seeking a nursery
caregiver during

services, and
special events.

Sunday and
Holiday work

required.
Experience in

childcare preferred.
Email:

administrator@
christchurchgp.org

with resume
if interested.

HIRING a
manicurist.

Nice private area.
Rent or high
commission.

Edwin Paul Salon
(313)885-9001

210 HELP WANTED
RESTAURANT

302 CAREGIVER

312 ORGANIZING

400 ANTIQUES /
COLLECTIBLES

415 WANTED TO BUY

503 HOUSEHOLD PETS
FOR SALE

STANDARD
Golden Doodles.

Ready January 1st,
rare black color,

affectionate,
dew clawed, shots,
wormed. $1,250.00.

(662)401-8502

Buy! Fast!

Classifi ed Advertising
313-882-6900 ext 1

DIRECTORY OF SERVICES
Some classifications are not required by law to be licensed. Please check with the proper state agency to verify license.

911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK 927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

929 DRYWALL / PLASTERING

936 FLOOR SANDING /
REFINISHING

939 GENERAL SERVICES

WINDOW
CLEANING

 Gutters • Leaves
 Tom Micoli

 (313)656-9402

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

945 HANDYMAN

Your Local
Handyman Services
313-886-8088

945 HANDYMAN 945 HANDYMAN 945 HANDYMAN

948 INSULATION

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Custom Paint - Plaster
Repair & Restoration

FREE CONSULT

313-886-8088
HANDYMAN SERVICES

957 PLUMBING
& INSTALLATION

960 ROOFING SERVICES

981 WINDOW WASHING

Classifi eds
Work For You

To place an ad call:
(313)882-6900 x1

HANDYMAN

FIND Your Next

HERE.

313-882-6900

Classifi ed Advertising
an IDEA that sells!

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Place an Order
MAIL OR FAX THIS FORM (OR PLACE AN ORDER ON OUR WEB SITE)
Grosse Pointe News
Mail: Classified Advertising, 16980 Kercheval Ave., Grosse Pointe, MI 48230

YOUR ADVERTISEMENT

CLASSIFICATION NAME:

YOUR CONTACT AND BILLING INFORMATION

NAME:

STREET ADDRESS:

CITY:                                                         STATE:                ZIP:

PHONE

AMOUNT ENCLOSED:

CARD NO:                                                                 EXP. DATE:

Prepayment is required. We accept credit cards, cash and check.

Phone: (313) 882-6900 Ext. 1  Fax: (313) 882-1585

Web: grossepointenews.com 

Email: classifieds@grossepointenews.com

$25.35 FOR 12 - 25 WORDS. ADDITIONAL WORDS, .30¢ EACH. CALL FOR COLOR!

NO. OF WEEKS:                  X    COST PER WEEK:                =    TOTAL:                  

28                      $26.2527                      $25.9526                      $25.6525                      $25.35

32                      $27.4531                      $27.1530                      $26.8529                      $26.55

PHONE: 313-882-6900 EXT. 1 WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COMFAX: 313-882-1585

DEADLINES
Please call for holiday deadline
dates and times, subject to change.

PRICING
Prepayment is required.
We accept credit cards, cash  
and check.

FREQUENCY DISCOUNTS
Given for multi-week scheduled
advertising, with prepayment or 
credit approval. Call for rates or for 
more information. Phone lines can 
be busy on Monday and Tuesday.
Please call early.

WORD ADS:
12 - 25 words for $25.35;
additional words are 30¢ each.
Abbreviations are not accepted.
BORDER ADS STARTING AT:
$26.00 per column inch

CLASSIFYING
AND CENSORSHIP
We reserve the right to classify 
each ad under its appropriate 
heading. The publisher reserves 
the right to edit or reject ad copy 
submitted for publication.

CORRECTIONS
AND ADJUSTMENTS
Responsibility for classified 
advertising errors is limited to either  
a cancellation of the charge or a  
re-run of the portion of the error. 
Notification must be given in time for  
the correction in the following issue.  
We assume no responsibility for the 
same after the first insertion.

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M.
CLASSIFIED WORD ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M. 

4D   GROSSE POINTE NEWS, DECEMBER 30, 2021                PHONE: (313) 882-6900 EXT. 1       WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COM                PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD TODAY!


