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Addressing Kercheval parking

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK
— Parking lots are timely
topics in the Park.

A group of residents
opposed to a parking lot
replacing four houses on
Maryland and Wayburn
behind Kercheval played
to a local TV news cam-
era during the Sept. 19
city council meeting.

The matter involves a
construction project by
the owner of the Grosse
Pointe News and comes
before the planning com-
mission at 7 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 6, in coun-
cil chambers.

Also, the combined city
hall lot and Park branch
public library lot, plus a
forthcoming lot in front
of the library on Jefferson,
are irregular but recur-

ring topics during meet-
ings of the council,
planning commission
and Downtown
Development Authority.
At the most recent
meeting of the Tax
Increment Finance
Authority, Sept. 20, board
members discussed the
proposed paving of an
existing gravel lot off
Maryland behind Pointe
Hardware on Kercheval.

They also discussed the
conceptual design of a
block-long lot proposed
for construction on four
contiguous parcels
behind businesses on the
south side of Kercheval
between Maryland and
Lakepointe. The land cur-
rently is vacant.

“The city owns three of
these parcels,” said
Warren Rothe, TIFA
director and assistant city

manager.

The fourth is owned at
least in part by the GP
News’ owner or family.

“TIFA funds will only
be used for the property
TIFA owns,” Rothe said.
“It won’t be used for any
other property.”

He stressed the point
because the authority
retains the district’s prop-
erty tax increases for
reinvestment and eco-

nomic growth of the TIFA
district.

The district is bounded
roughly between Mack
and a block above
Jefferson, and from the
Detroit city limits below
Wayburn to Nottingham.

“The idea was to coor-
dinate (design and con-
struction), so we have a
lot that looks continuous

See PARKING, page 10A

Projects cateh
foundation’s eye

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

CITY OF GROSSE
POINTE — While the cre-
ation of a dog park and
construction of a Rotary
Tot Lot community build-
ing in the City seem to be
attheveryleast afew years
out, the City of Grosse
Pointe Foundation has

both onits radar.
Following a wishlist of
recommendations from
city council for its efforts
moving forward, the foun-
dation board of trustees
identified four projects
during its September
meeting that it would be
interested in pursuing.

See PROJECT, page 2A

Digging up history

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE
SHORES — Contractors
installing a new water
main along Lakeshore
found a piece of cast iron
pipe with the year 1911
stamped on it, the same
year the Shores was in-
corporated as a village.
“That’s the year it was
built,” according to
Department of Public
Works Director Mike
Way. “We think it was
installed sometime

GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COM

_Ia
5 N
< 8
—
(—
=
E_—
TT )
R
e
T
N o
(-]
—
(T,

between 1911 and 1915.”

The goal is to put the
pipe on display in city
hall.

Way said workers also
have found water and
sewer lines dating back
more than a century, to
when Lake St. Clair and
the Detroit River were
dotted with ribbon farms
from Detroit to the
Clinton River. The ribbon
farms were around 400
feet wide and up to three

See HISTORY, page 2A

Sweet
sailing
victory

Grosse Pointe
Farms native
Chuck Stormes
drinks from the
J.L. Hudson tro-
phy as the winner
of the Overall
Division 1 Cove
Island Course at
this year’s
Bayview-
Mackinac Race.
Stormes and the
rest of his crew
from the DeTour
were honored at
the Bayview
Yacht Club on
Sept. 23, as part
of the club’s an-
nual Bayview-
Mackinac
Celebration.

PHOTO COURTESY
OF ELEMENT
PHOTOGRAPHY

Discussing DPW contingencies in the Park

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK
— It’s not as spectacular
as finding a buried Viking
longship, but excavators
doing groundwork on the
new DPW building
bumped into the rem-
nants of an old founda-
tion.

The unexpected obsta-
cle escaped pre-con-
struction soil surveys. It
cost nearly $67,000 to
remove and is among the
public works project’s
unforeseen expenses
totaling $180,276.

Due to contingencies
built into the construc-
tion contract, the build-
ing won’t cost more than

the $4 million agreed
upon originally, accord-
ing to Warren Rothe,
Park assistant city man-
ager and director of the
Tax Increment Finance
Authority.

In 2020, the authority
issued bonds to con-
struct the new public
works garage, offices
and storage area on

Mack Avenue between
Maryland and the
Detroit city limits. The
site is within the TIFA
district.

“When excavation
began, there was an
unknown building foun-
dation that had not been
removed,” said Rothe,
hired by the city last
April. “The foundation

had to be removed (and)
the earth compacted to
facilitate a new structure
being placed upon it.”

In a related unfore-
seen expense, it cost
almost $37,000 to add a
layer of backfill to sup-
port the weight of the
new building.

See DPW, page 3A
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Public safety cost recovery passes

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK
— A unanimous city
council approved a pub-
lic safety cost recovery
ordinance Monday,
Sept. 19.

Park residents are
exempt unless they fall
under the ordinance
while breaking the law.

“Emergency response
events that occur within
the city ... performed
for a property owner or
taxpayer of the city ...
are exempt from cost
recovery charges under
this ordinance,” accord-
ing to the measure.

“It’s a cost recovery,”
Councilman Tom
Caulfield stressed
against misinterpreting
the ordinance as a fund-
raising mechanism.

“We were the lone
Grosse Pointe that did
not have such a cost
recovery ordinance,”
Councilman Max
Weiner said.

“This ordinance is
intended for recovering
costs incurred by the
city in certain circum-
stances,” said Warren
Rothe, assistant city
manager. “Costs recov-
ered under this ordi-
nance are primarily
intended to be recov-

ered when a bonded
company or insurance
policy is responsible for
paying the charges.”

Emergency medical
response is an exemp-
tion.

“We operate our own
ambulance service as a
city,” Rothe said. “We
are going to continue to
bill, in part, to cover the
cost of that service. It’s
a common practice
among public municipal
ambulance services as
well as private.”

Do qualify
Responses to which

the public safety depart-
ment can recover costs

from responsible par-
ties consist of:

& operating a motor
vehicle under the influ-
ence of alcohol or drugs;

@ drunken driving;

& causing a motor
vehicle accident;

& causing water,
sewer, gas and electrical
utility emergencies;

& causing explosions
or collapses;

@ actions prompting
medical treatment;

# obstructing, defac-
ing or damaging a fire
hydrant or related
equipment;

# causing illegal or
preventable fires;

@ causing a technical

HISTORY:

Continued from page 1A

miles deep, giving multi-
ple landowners access to
waterways necessary for
transporting goods. The
shape of the farms also
made plowing easier, as
fewer turns were needed.
“We also found one
house that had three
water service leads,” Way
said. “One lead and one
copper, both of which
were abandoned, and
one that is working.”
Way said work is about
half done on replacing
the water main the entire
length of Lakeshore. The
project began in the
spring replacing the
existing 8-inch main with
a 12-inch one from
Woodland Shore on the
south end of the city to
just north of Fairlake
Lane at the north end.
The new line will be tied
into a 12-inch main previ-
ously installed in front of

the Edsel & Eleanor Ford
House.

The main runs along
the west side of Lakeshore
from Vernier to Woodland
Shore, but crosses to the
east side in front of city
hall.

“We’re thinking the
work will go faster from
Vernier north because
there aren’t any side-
walks to deal with that
need to be broken up and
replaced,” Way said. “At
least that’s our hope,
knock on wood.”

City council at its
March meeting approved
selling $8 million in
bonds to pay for the work
on Lakeshore, along with
water and sewer line
replacement on Oxford.

Work on Oxford is
expected to be finished
by the end of October,
while Lakeshore should
be completed by the end
of November. Way said
both have been delayed
due to supply chain issues
and a lack of workers.

Attention Grosse Pointers!
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This piece of pipe is stamped 1911, the same year
Grosse Pointe Shores was incorporated as a village.
It was found during the water main replacement on

Lakeshore.

rescue, such as from a
collapsed trench;

¢ the cost of fire
investigations and

# the cost of the pub-
lic safety department
responding to a
Homeland Security
directive.

“If you’re a property
owner, a taxpayer, a res-
ident of rental property
and one of these situa-
tions happens to you,
you are exempt from
cost recovery charges
being sought unless it’s
one of those specific 11
situations where a law
is broken,” Rothe said.
“If a law is broken, the

exemption doesn’t

apply.”

Don’t qualify
Public safety

responses that don’t
qualify for cost recovery
include:

& false fire calls,

# reports of domestic
problems,

& reports of suspi-
cious activity, including
trespassing and

€ reporting stolen
cars, break-ins, dam-
aged property and
neighbor disputes.

Public Safety Director
Brian Jarrell asked the
council in April to con-
sider drafting the ordi-
nance.

People subjected to
enforcement, meaning
non-residents and resi-
dents who broke the law,
may appeal.

A two-stage appeal
process begins with the
complainant seeking
relief within 30 days
from the city manager.

If unsatisfied, the com-
plainant has another 30
days to appeal to the
public safety committee.

Leaves & Laughter
returns Oct. 13

GROSSE POINTE
SHORES — Leaves &
Laughter, the main fund-
raiser for the Grosse Pointe
Shores Improvement
Foundation, is slated for 6
to 10 p.m. Thursday, Oct.
13, at the Edsel & Eleanor
Ford House.

“We do different
events and fundraisers
throughout the year, but

this is our biggest,”
GPSIF Trustee Marlene
Smith said. “It’s a nice
evening out for couples
to enjoy dinner with
quite a remarkable
view.”

Tickets are $100 per
person or $750 for a
table of eight and

See LEAVES, page 5A

PROJECT:

Continued from page 1A

Coming in as the easiest
to fund is the $3,000
replacement of faded and
outdated Grosse Pointe
welcome signs along
Cadieux and Fisher. The
foundation also commit-
ted to working with Main
Street Grosse Pointe on
further exploring the

potential of a $5,000 Sonos
system with speakers run-
ning the length of
Kercheval, which would
enable music in The
Village.

Noting general support
for the concept of a dog
park, perhaps in a vacant
lot on Jefferson across
from Neff Park, the board
said it would be willing to
pitch in for the approxi-
mately $40,000 that would

25305 Little Mack Ave. Saint Clair Shores, M| 48081
(586) - 343 - 8253
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(313) 571-3607

S18=822=0800

15139 KERCHEVAL, GROSSE POINTE PARK
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be needed for play fea-
tures and fencing.

“The foundation is not
in a position to purchase
any land to pursue that
project,” councilwoman
and foundation trustee
Maureen Juip explained,
“but would be interested
in supporting it if land
were to become avail-
able.”

Kicking off what prom-
ises to be a years-long
effort, the foundation also
formed an exploratory
subcommittee to begin
pursuing a community
center building with bath-
rooms that would replace
the tot lot pavilion at
Elworthy Park. The esti-
mated cost of $400,000
will require coordination
with other city and chari-
table foundations.

“That would be a very,
very wonderful addition
for the entire community,”
foundation President John
Shook said, noting the
lack of nearby bathrooms
for children who are play-
ing.

The City of Grosse

Pointe Foundation — a
501 (c)3 nonprofit incorpo-
rated in 1985 and funded
solely by private dona-
tions — is responsible for
a number of staples
throughout the City of
Grosse Pointe, such as
The Village clock arch and
the Neff Park gate house.

“We constantly strive to
provide funding for
improvements, amenities
and (beautification)
efforts that are not cov-
ered by the citizens’ tax
dollars,” Shook said.

Just last year, the foun-
dation was a major spon-
sor for the Kercheval
trolley, a $5,000 gold level
sponsor for Main Street
Grosse Pointe, continued
sponsor for the annual
Village tree lighting and
sponsor for the annual
Grosse Pointe Santa Claus
Parade, as well as pro-
vided the hanging flower
baskets in The Village.

Anyone interested in
donating to future founda-
tion efforts may do so at
cityofgpfoundation.org
under the “donate” tab.
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Beaumont adds to fleet of surgical robots

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

CITY OF GROSSE
POINTE — Prior to the
recent addition of a sec-
ond da Vinci robotic
surgical system,
Beaumont Hospital,
Grosse Pointe already
was conducting more
than 400 robotic surger-
ies ayear.

The second system,
which doubles the hos-
pital’s capability, is one
of seven installations
throughout Beaumont
Health in southeast
Michigan, bringing its
grand total to 24.

For cases in which
robotic surgery is
deemed appropriate,
patients are afforded
smaller incisions with
less scarring, pain and
tissue trauma, as well as
a shorter recovery time,
which many times is
outpatient.

“I could shower the
next day,” said Lucinda
Ernst, whose gallblad-
der was removed via an
outpatient robotic sur-
gery at Beaumont GP in
late August. “ ... (I) had
my surgery on Tuesday.
By Sunday I didn’t need
to take any pain medi-
cation.”

Most often, the da
Vinci robots are used
for removal of all or
part of a prostate, gall-
bladder or kidney; gyne-
cologic surgery, like
hysterectomy; intestinal
hernias; bariatric sur-
gery; orthopedic sur-

PHOTOS BY LAUREL KRAUS

Above, the ends of the forceps are only about two
centimeters long, but the camera view inside the
demonstration torso provides an up-close image.
Right, Dr. Krikor Arman sits at the console and uses
the remote hand controls to demonstrate how the

operation is conducted.

gery; and surgery of the
colon or rectum.

While the robotic fea-
tures can improve the
surgeon’s ability to
manipulate vital struc-
tures, it still is the
Beaumont physician
who is in complete con-
trol of the patient’s pro-
cedure.

“One of the things
that people ask me all
the time is, ‘How much
does the robot do com-
pared to what you do?’”
said Dr. Krikor Arman,
head of robotic surgery
at Beaumont GP. “I do
everything, so the
robotic arms don’t do
anything without me
controlling them. I place
them; I position them; I
put the ports in; (and) I
do all the operating at

the console.”

Using the console, the
physician looks into a
headset for a three-
dimensional view of
what a small camera at
the end of one robotic
arm is capturing inside
the patient, then uses
remote hand controls to
guide the robotic arms
with precision.

“The arms do exactly
what my hand’s doing,”
Arman explained. “...
These arms have what
are called wrists, so I
can move these arms on
the inside, just like my
hands can move.
There’s much more
degrees of motion in
this arm than there is in
my own arm.”

Safety mechanisms
built into the robotic

system prevent the phy-
sician from moving the
arms if his or her head
is not resting in the
headset, as well as
freeze the arms if it
detects even a slight
tremor in the physi-
cian’s hand.

“Patients are getting
out of here (the) same
day,” Arman said.
“They’re returning to
work and activity much
faster, so it’s a real
advantage even over

DPW:

Continued from page 1A

“This item was not con-
templated in the original
budget and was discov-
ered during soil boring
investigations,” Rothe
said.

The third and most
expensive surprise, total-
ing $77,911 and dis-
cussed by the city council
in June, was to bore
under Mack Avenue and
plumb another access
point into the Detroit
water network to supply
the DPW building’s fire
suppression system. The
Park already buys water
from Detroit.

“The fire suppression
system was originally
designed to be fed
through a water main off
Maryland,” Rothe said.
“The water main was
unable to supply enough
pressure and volume to
meet the fire code
requirement to operate
the specific system
included in the project.
We needed a different
solution.”

“It was the determina-
tion of our fire inspector
that there was not suffi-
cient pressure to run a
fire suppression system
for the whole building
and we’d have to tap into
a different water main on
Mack,” Chief Bryan
Jarrell told the council
last summer. “Water sup-
ply systems in the early
1900s were never
designed to support fire
suppression systems in
every building.”

TIFA meeting

Change orders to
remove the old founda-
tion, add backfill and
hook up the fire suppres-
sion cost a combined
$180,276.83, Rothe told
members of the TIFA
board Sept. 29. He said
the impact on the budget
was only an additional
$36,357.

“How do I take $180,000
down to $36,000?” he
said. “It’s because we
have unspent money.”

Unspent funds came
from:

¢ $8,794 remaining in

the construction con-
tract’s contingency
account,

@ a total of $56,373.08
left over from building
security, information
technology, furniture and
office equipment and

& $78,751 from alley
sewer separation and
repaving associated with
the DPW building.

“These issues repre-
sent less than 1 percent
of the cost of the build-
ing,” TIFA Chairman
John Hughes said.
“Whenever we build
something — old house,
new house, old building,
new building — there’s
always something that is
going to come up. That’s
the reality of it.”

“Are there other
options?” TIFA board
member Pier King-

Piepenbrok asked.

“If this body doesn’t
approve it, it will have to
be paid from the city’s
general fund,” Rothe
answered.

What happened?

Members Curt
Ralstrom and Trenton
Chamberlain asked how
the building’s fire sup-
pression system could
have been approved with-
out realizing there was
insufficient water pres-
sure.

“When this was vetted
and they did their due dil-
igence, I would think hav-
ing enough pressure
coming into that building
was something that
should be determined at
that point of time, not
after the fact,” Ralstrom
said.

“It was my understand-
ing it was reviewed and
accepted by the DPW,”
Hughes said.

“What kind of water
modeling did they do?”
Chamberlain asked. “Did

they run flow meters and
system tests on that prior
to the bids? In theory, that
should come to the plate
right away, before we
even meet for the bid.”

“I don’t know what that
process was,” Rothe said.
“The architect looked at
it. The engineer looked at
it. At our next meeting (7
p-m. Thursday, Oct. 27), I
can have more informa-
tion.”

City Manager Nick
Sizeland said early vet-
ting included water pres-
sure.

“The engineers and
builders said it would be
sufficient,” he said.
“However, sometimes
that flow changes.
Ninety-five percent of our
water system is over 100
years old. We have 6-inch
mains, but they may only
be four inches due to cor-
rosion on the inside. After
doing more testing,
everybody recommended
we have another way to
supply the suppression
system.”
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laparoscopy.”
Systemwide,

Beaumont Health now

has the capacity to

annually treat an addi-
tional 2,200 patients
with the minimally inva-
sive robotic surgery.

The Week Ahead

SUNDAY, OCT. 9

# Grosse Pointe Woods Public Safety open house,
noon to 3 p.m. Includes food, giveaways, equipment
demonstrations, fire safety sessions, a K-9 demonstra-

tion and more.

TUESDAY, OCT. 11

# Grosse Pointe Shores Finance Committee meeting,

10 a.m.

# Grosse Pointe Shores Communications Committee

meeting, 6:15 p.m.

# Grosse Pointe Woods Citizens’ Recreation
Commission meeting, 7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 12

# Grosse Pointe Woods Beautification Advisory
Commission meeting, 7 p.m.

THURSDAY, OCT. 13

# Grosse Pointe Shores Improvement Foundation’s
Leaves & Laughter fundraiser, 6 p.m. at Ford House,

1100 Lakeshore.

FRIDAY, OCT. 14

4 Hob Nobbin’ with the Goblins, 6 p.m. Includes hay-
rides, pumpkin decorating, cider, doughnuts and
more; for Woods residents and their guests only.

Celebrate Life’s Special Moments

[

edmund t. AHEE jewelers

20139 Mack Avenue | Grosse Pointe Woods | 313-886-4600

ahee.com
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Shores chess champ undefeated

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

Jonathan Aleardi isn’t
one to brag, but he can’t
quite remember the last
time he lost a game of
chess.

“I've done pretty well,
but I don’t play as often as
I'd like to,” the Grosse
Pointe Shores resident
said. “It doesn’t seem to
be as popular as it used to
be.”

Aleardi, 36, has won the
annual chess tournament
at Osius Park every year
since it began in 2013,
except for two — 2015,
when he was out of town
and 2020, when it was
canceled due to the pan-
demic.

“I think I learned how
to play when I was in
about fourth grade,”
Aleardi said. “Right away
I became very interested
in the thought process
involved because there is
such a variety of moves.”

The 2015 winner,
Kenneth George, was
Aleardi’s opponent in the
final match of this year’s

tournament, held Sunday,
Sept. 18.

“I recognized his open-
ing move, so I went with
what’s called Alekhine’s
Defense,” Aleardi said.
“It’s not used as much as
it used to be, but it
works.”

The move is named for
Alexander Alekhine, a
Russian who won two
world chess champion-
ships in the 1920s. It
begins when white, mov-
ing first, starts by moving
his pawn in front of the
king two spaces forward
in hopes of tempting
black to attack with
pawns and open up the
center of the board.

Black instead starts by
moving his king’s knight
and allows it to be chased
in order to capture sev-
eral white pawns. Bobby
Fischer is on record as
having used it against
Boris Spassky in the 1972
world championship.

The final match took
two hours. When it was
done, Aleardi had his
king, a rook and three
pawns, while George had

COURTESY PHOTO

Jonathan Aleardi stands with his trophy after win-
ning the Grosse Pointe Shores chess tournament.

his king and a pawn
before surrendering his
king.

“I had a double attack
set up on his rooks and
obviously only one could

move, so I took the other
one and that really
opened things up,”
Aleardi said. “At the very
end it was only a couple
of moves before it would

have been checkmate.”

Aleardi, a 2003
DeLaSalle High School
graduate, said he has read
books on chess strategy
and also enjoys playing
online to hone his skills.

“I've never played in a
sanctioned tournament,
but I'd like to just to see
how I'd do,” he added.
“That’s how you get an
actual rating.”

After graduating from
the University of Detroit
with a degree in mathe-
matics in 2008, Aleardi
worked as an auditor but
now is looking to do
something in the world of
banking and finance.

“I've always been very
analytical, which cer-
tainly helps in chess,” he
said. “I also like doing
Sudoku puzzles.”

Aleardi said he hopes
more people enter the
Shores tournament in
future years.

“We really thought
more people would be
interested because of the
popularity of ‘The
Queen’s Gambit’ on
Netflix,” he said.

New TIFA counsel appointed in Park

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK
— A lasting result of the
TIFA board’s unanimous
decision this month to
choose new legal represen-
tation is a commitment to
be more inclusive in future
selection processes.

Although the Tax
Increment Finance
Authority board agreed
8-0 Sept. 29, to retain a
new law firm, at least three
members did so with the
understanding there
would be greater board
involvement in similar
decisions.

“Going forward, there
should be more openness
than what is happening,”
said Joe Tompkins, a
member since 2019.

“No problem,” Chairman
John Hughes answered.

The board cited finan-
cial savings for replacing
the Park’s longtime legal
counselor Bodman PLC
with the firm of McGraw
Morris.

TIFA representatives
Tomkins, Pier King-
Piepenbrok and Curt
Ralstrom received no
opposition upon saying
they and their colleagues
should have been provided
an opportunity to review
information packets sub-
mitted by firms respond-
ing to the boards’ statewide
solicitation for bids.

As it happened Sept. 29,
the board had only to
approve or reject the sole
applicant to survive vet-
ting by an inner circle
comprising City Manager
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Nick Sizeland, Chairman
Hughes and TIFA Director
Warren Rothe, who also is
assistant city manager.

“There should at least be
discussion about what’s
going to happen (and) if
some people want to be on
a subcommittee, they
should be allowed to have
that opportunity,”
Tompkins said.

“Absolutely,” Hughes
said.

Rothe, Hughes and
Sizeland interviewed mul-
tiple candidates in recent
weeks while at the same
time members of city
administration and coun-
cil also cited cost savings
when replacing Bodman.
The council’s action meant
Bodman also would no
longer be handling TIFA
business.

“That’s why we wanted
to move on this,” Rothe
told the TIFA board. “I
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absolutely understand the
due diligence this board
desires. If we’d like further
discussion at our next
meeting or schedule a sep-
arate meeting to review
these things, we can do
s0.”

No, board members
said, the point is made.
Let’s vote.

The McGraw Morris
attorney appointed to
work on behalf of TIFA is
Kevin Kilby, a partner and
head of the firm’s munici-
pal law section.

“Mr. Kilby has experi-
ence with Downtown
Development Authorities,
TIFAs, city government
(and) law enforcement,”
Rothe said. “Also, the
hourly rate is significantly
less than what we are
being charged.”

Prior to Kilby’s legal and
law enforcement careers,
he administered Clio, a
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city of nearly 3,000 north
of Flint.

The duration of McGraw
Morris’ contract is unde-
termined.

“The intention was to
use them as items arose
until the board (or) public
desired change,” Rothe
said.

Hughes said the board
was happy with Bodman’s
services.

“But, we also have to be
responsible in looking at
our costs,” Hughes said. “It
was a good time for review.
We had a number of quali-
fied candidates, including
Bodman.”

The TIFA district —
between Mack and
roughly a block above
Jefferson, and from the
Detroit border to
Nottingham — was estab-
lished in 1986, to halt
declining property values,
eliminate the cause of
declining property values,
increase property tax eval-
uations and promote
growth in the district,
according to the plan
posted on the city’s web-
site, grossepointepark.org,
under Tax Increment
Finance Authority.

Property tax increases
in the district are retained
in the district to achieve
the plan’s goals.

Public
safety
open

house

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE
WOODS — The Woods
public safety department
will kick off Fire
Prevention Week with an
open house noon to 3
p-m. Sunday, Oct. 9.

“We usually get a pretty
good crowd,” Director
John Kosanke said. “The
kids really have a fun
time.”

Fire Prevention Week
marKks its 100th anniver-
sary this year. Its theme
is, “Fire won’t wait. Plan
your escape.”

Kosanke said it’s
important to go over that
sort of information with
children, including point-
ing out all possible exits
from a house and desig-
nating a meeting spot
outside. Other important
lessons for children
include remembering not
to hide in closets if a fire
breaks out; feeling door
handles and knowing if
they are hot not to open
the door; and practicing
the stop, drop and roll
move.

Activities planned for
the day include equip-
ment demonstrations,
smokehouse exercises,
EMT treatment explana-
tions and a visit from the
Harper Woods Police
Department’s K-9 Officer
Kaiser. The Michigan
State Police bomb squad
also will be on hand.

“We get a lot of requests
to have a fire truck make
stops at block parties or
birthday parties, but this
is a chance to come see
everything we have,”
Kosanke said. “That
includes our patrol cars
and a full display of our
ladder truck.”

Cider and doughnuts
will be served, and kids
can collect coloring
books, stickers and water
bottles.

The day also is a Faith
& Blue event, a national
program designed to fos-
ter better relationships
between law enforce-
ment and communities.

“We like to encourage
our various congrega-
tions to get involved and
support the department,”
Kosanke said. “It’s a nice
tie-in with having it on a
Sunday afternoon.”

Switch saves money

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK
The city council
switched legal counsel last
month.

The search for new
legal 