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GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — The Grosse 
Pointe Public School 
System Board of 
Education voted 5-2 
Monday, Nov. 28, to ap-
prove an interagency 
agreement with Corewell 

Health, formerly known 
as Beaumont Health, to 
build a clinic at Grosse 
Pointe North High 
School.

In an often contentious 
meeting that lasted 
nearly fi ve hours, mem-
bers Joe Herd, Colleen 
Wordon, Christopher 
Lee, Margaret Weertz 

and David Brumbaugh 
voted in favor of the 
motion, with Lisa Papas 
and Ahmed Ismail voting 
against.

The agreement means 
GPPSS will build out the 
clinic using $700,000 of 
sinking fund money for 
construction to convert a 
current science lab. The 

money will be spent on 
sanitary sewer system 
upgrades, two bath-
rooms, fi ve sinks and a 
separate HVAC system, 
many of those changes 
mandated by a state law 
that covers the presence 
of a health clinic within a 
school.

The clinic also will 

include a security system 
that requires people at an 
outside entrance to be 
buzzed in and a secure 
vestibule that requires 
North students to be 
buzzed into the clinic 
from the school and back 
into the school.

Public comment was 
almost evenly split on the 

matter, with 10 people 
speaking against the 
project and eight in favor.

Most of those against 
the project urged the 
board to take more time 
to examine the issue, not-
ing the board’s meeting 
Nov. 14, was the fi rst full 

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

GP North clinic approved despite questions

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Commercial property 
on Alter at Vernor just in-
side Detroit, which Park 
officials bought more 
than six years ago to 
block its potential use as 
a used car lot or auto 
wash, is going up for 
sale.

“Multiple entities have 
contacted the ci ty 
expressing interest in 

the property,” said Nick 
Sizeland, Park city man-
ager. “Discussions with 
Detroit revealed they 
would like to see this 
property further devel-
oped.”

Park offi cials intend to 
retain the right to pick a 
buyer based on price and 
usage considered har-
monious with the sub-
urb’s abutting residential 
neighborhood starting 

Park to sell former 
Pitters property
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — This year’s 
long-awaited reconstruc-
tion of Fisher Road has 
seen a number of delays, 
the grand fi nale of which 
is a concrete shortage af-
fecting multiple projects 
in Grosse Pointe Farms. 

While the Fisher proj-
ect managed to wrap up 
and the road reopened 
last week, its chapter 
won’t be fully closed until 
next year.

“Some of those drive-
way approaches need to 
be adjusted to meet the 
height of the roadway and 
so that project is being 
delayed until the spring, 

because of the delays in 
the concrete,” City 
Manager Shane Reeside 
explained. “… So what 
they’re just doing is 
they’re wedging those 
approaches with asphalt 
so it’s temporarily even 
with the roadway and 
then they’ll do the 
approach repair or 
replacement in the 

spring.”
Also affected are the 

emergency repairs of at 
least 14 priority sites 
along the Lakeshore sea-
wall. Still intended to be 
completed this season are 
a couple locations near 
St. Paul on the Lake 
Catholic Church.  

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Concrete shortage delays Fisher, seawall projects

THE GROSSE POINTES 
— Timothy Klepp, a can-
didate for the Grosse 
Pointe Public School 
System Board of 
Education, announced 
via his Facebook page 
Wednesday, Nov. 23, he 
fi led for a recount of the 
election’s results.

Klepp said because of 
his faith in the accuracy 
and fairness of the 
American election sys-
tem, he does not expect a 
change in the election’s 

Klepp 
initiates 
recount
By Michael Hartt
Schools Reporter

HARPER WOODS —
Two incidents over the 
summer involving gun-
men and the actions of 
the Eastern Wayne 
Strategic Response 
Team earned members a 
unit citation, which was 
presented at the Harper 
Woods City Council 
meeting Monday, Nov. 
21.

The EWSRT, which 
many people would rec-
ognize as a SWAT team, 
is made up of officers 
from all fi ve Pointes and 

Harper Woods.
“To be a member of 

this elite group is both 
diffi cult and time con-
suming,” according to 
Harper Woods Public 
Safety Director Jason 
Hammerle. “Days are 
spent away from their 
families to attend train-
ing and all members are 
on call 24/7 for response 
to major, often life-
threatening emergen-
cies.”

The first incident 
occurred July 10, and 
led to a seven-hour 
standoff. A 23-year-old 
man ultimately was 

arrested. The man’s 
girlfriend and father 
were stabbed to death 
and his mother also suf-

fered stab wounds but 
was able to escape. 

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

SRT members honored

COURTESY PHOTO

Members of the Eastern Wayne Special Response 
Team after receiving a unit citation at the Harper 
Woods City Council meeting Monday, Nov. 21.

Timothy Klepp

See SRT, page 5A

See CLINIC, page 10A

See RECOUNT, page 11A

See SELL, page 2A

See DELAYS, page 3A

Majestic 
marchers
The Budweiser 
Clydesdales were 
among the partici-
pants of the 47th an-
nual Grosse Pointe 
Santa Claus Parade, 
which traveled down 
Kercheval from The 
Hill to The Village 
Friday, Nov. 25. 
Thousands of people 
lined the entire pa-
rade route. Find more 
photos from the pa-
rade on page 4C.

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT
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on Wayburn.
“With future develop-

ment taking place on 
Kercheval and Alter, the 
redevelopment on the 
corner of Mack and 
Alter, and future devel-
opment discussions tak-
ing place on properties 
in the area, (I recom-
mended) the city council 
consider selling the 
property to allow for the 

highest and best use that 
further develops Alter 
Road and the border 
between Detroit and the 
Park,” Sizeland said.

A unanimous council 
concurred Monday, Nov. 
28.

The property, formerly 
the base of operations of 
a commercial landscap-
ing company, measures 
approximately 300 feet 
along Alter and consists 
of seven parcels.

It sat unused since the 
Park bought it in 2016, 

for $392,000, except to 
store material and equip-
ment associated with the 
public works department 
and other municipal con-
struction projects.

“The challenge with 
Grosse Pointe Park using 
that property in Detroit 
is we have no jurisdic-
tion,” Sizeland said.

“If I had a pair of tube 
socks in my drawer for 
six months that I don’t 
wear, my wife says, ‘Get 
rid of them,’” said 
Counc i lman  Br ian 
Brenner, explaining his 
support of the sale.

Mayor Michele Hodges 
took a dollar-and-cents 
approach: “This has 
potential of being a bud-
get-relieving strategy,” 
she said.

Council members also 
agreed with Sizeland to 
market the property 
through a real estate 
agent rather than follow 
a municipal charter pro-

vision requiring the 
solicitation of sealed, 
competitive bids.

“The charter allows the 
council to pass a formal, 
unanimous resolution 
based on the written rec-
ommendation of the city 
manager to allow for the 
property to be sold utiliz-
ing the services of a 
Realtor,” Sizeland said. 
“Utilizing a Realtor to 
sell the property will still 
result in bids the council 
will be able to consider.”

“The Realtor will fi g-
ure out how to market 
it,” Hodges said.

“This opens the door to 
ascertain the value,” 
Councilman Max Wiener 
said.

“The bid process is 
cumbersome when trying 
to sell real estate because 
you’re blindly accepting 
bids (and) you’re not get-
ting the advice of a pro-
fessional, a Realtor,” said 
Dan Kelly, the Park’s new 
city attorney.

He outlined what is 
likely to happen next.

“Your manager’s going 
to probably talk to a cou-
ple different Realtors, 
come with a proposal to 
the council to enter into 
a listing agreement,” 
Kelly told the council. 
“You’ll be able to see 
what those recommen-
dations are with the 
manager and why he’s 
picking this Realtor, as 
well as pricing for the 
Realtor. Then, you’re 
going to let the Realtor 
put together the best 
package to try to sell this 
property.”

SELL:
Continued from page 1A

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Residents may not be 
able to tell the trees from a 
cell tower if a motion to 
improve wireless commu-
nication coverage below 
Jefferson goes through 
with the type of camou-
fl age common these days.

“It’s amazing what they 
can do with cell towers 
now,” Councilman Tom 
Caulfi eld said. “I saw one 
in the shape of a pine 
tree.”

Others are fashioned 
into fl agpoles, public art, 
even religious crosses, 
according to multiple 
websites celebrating cell 
tower disguises.

In the archives of the 
Grosse Pointe News are 
accounts from 20 years 
ago about people oppos-
ing the construction of a 
cell tower in their neigh-
borhood.

Now, with the prolifera-
tion of cellular tele-
phones, nodes are 

everywhere. In the Park, 
there aren’t enough to 
provide a strong signal 
and continuous coverage 
between Jefferson and 
Lake St. Clair.

“It’s been a problem for 
years ,”  sa id  Nick 
Sizeland, city manager. 
“We’ve had initial conver-
sations about telecom 
companies using small 
cells, little nodes on top 
of a utility pole, street 
lights and more. But they 
go only a certain dis-
tance. They only range to 
a certain number of 
homes.”

He’s seeking a substan-
tial improvement for the 
Park, much as counter-
parts in Grosse Pointe 
Shores are doing regard-
ing the possible construc-
tion of a cell tower on the 
inland side of city hall at 
Lakeshore and Vernier.

Possible locations in 
the Park include city hall 
on lower Jefferson or at 
one of the two lakeside 
municipal parks below 
Jefferson.

“The telecoms are look-
ing for what’s going to 
give the biggest cover-
age,” Sizeland said. 
“More than likely, a loca-
tion at one of the parks 
would be best because 
they’re also looking at 
reaching into Detroit. I’m 
waiting for feedback. I 
should have it within the 
next couple weeks.”

“I don’t want some eye-
sore out there,” said 
Councilman Max Wiener.

“I was able to find a 
contact that looked upon 
cell tower opportunities 
in Grosse Pointe Park, 
similar to what you see in 
Grosse Pointe Woods,” 
Sizeland said. “I hope to 
bring something before 
the city council within the 
next couple of months.”

“I can say from experi-
ence, don’t miss out on 
this because they can put 
one on Alter Road (in 
Detroit) and we’ll miss 
out on it,” said Tom Jenny, 
public works supervisor, 
referring to cell tower 
income.

Jenny used to work in 
the Woods public service 
department.

“(Woods) residents 
would not allow a tower 
in the backyard of the 
public works (depart-
ment),” he said. “So, 
instead, they put it at the 
Milk River Pump Station. 
Guess who got the reve-
nue — the Milk River 
Pump Station.”

The station is operated 
by the Southeast Macomb 
Sanitary District for the 
Milk River Intercounty 
Drain Drainage District.

“That happened to me,” 
Wiener said. “I got an 
offer at my business years 
ago. I didn’t want this 
unsightly cell tower and, 
then, two plants down the 
road got it.”

It got the revenue, too.
The average lease rate 

is $15,000 per year, 
according to the website 
of Steel in the Air, a com-
pany that has negotiated 
more than 4,000 cell 
tower leases nationwide 
since 2004.

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Seeking better cell coverage K-9 Offi cer 
Rocco 
joins his 
handler, 
Offi cer 
Richard 
Rosati, for 
his fi rst 
day on du-
ty with the 
Farms pub-
lic safety 
depart-
ment 
Friday.

COURTESY 
PHOTOS

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — Last week, 
Farms K-9 Offi cer Rocco 
not only celebrated walk-
ing in his first Grosse 
Pointe Santa Claus 
Parade, but also complet-
ed his six-week course at 
the Police Canine 
Academy alongside his 
handler, Offi cer Richard 
Rosati. 

While the graduation 
ceremony took place a 
week earlier in consider-
ation of Thanksgiving, 
Rocco’s last day at the 
academy was Wednesday, 
Nov. 23. He officially 
enters duty this week and 
is said to already be a far 
cry from the rather ram-
bunctious puppy who 
arrived in the Farms from 
the Netherlands just a few 
short months back. 

“The academy just got 
us basically to where we 
need to (be) to be road 
certifi ed, but my training 
will never stop for his 
entire career,” Rosati said. 
“Has there been a tremen-
dous amount of improve-
m e n t ?  Ye a h ,  a n 
unbelievable amount, but 
I’ve still got a lot of work 

ahead of me. It’s non-
stop.”

In fact, the duo will 
return to the academy 
one day a week to con-
tinue building upon 
Rocco’s training in bomb 
detection, tracking, obe-
dience and handler pro-
tection.

Despite the signifi cant 
amount of work required, 
for the Dutch Shepherd 
the training he soon will 
put into practice is more 
of a game. 

“He loves it,” Rosati 
said. “It’s what he lives 
for. What we’re training 
him to do, that’s his fun, 
that’s his game. He abso-
lutely loves it. You can tell 
in his body language.”

Rocco moved into his 
forever home with Rosati 
in early October, broad-
ening the opportunities 
for training and bonding 
as the two are together 
24/7.

“It’s a little bit different 
than (having) a regular 
pet,” the offi cer explained. 
“He doesn’t have free 
reign in the house. His 
movements and every-
thing are very controlled. 
Everything we do is some-

Class of 2022
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Rocco graduates canine academy

See ROCCO, page 3A

GROSSE POINTE 
SHORES — The Parks 
and Harbor Committee is 
recommending a 3 per-
cent increase in well fees 
through at least 2025, to 
help with maintenance 
costs.

Committee Chairman 
Dan Ritter told city coun-
cil at its meeting Tuesday, 
Nov. 15, the fee increase 
would bring costs in line 
with the other Pointes.

Part of the extra money 
would go toward solving 
an annual problem — 
geese droppings.

“It’s such a high vol-
ume,” Ritter said. “It’s 
unsightly and unsanitary.”

Well fees currently run 
between $1,038 and 

$4,980, depending on 
size. Ritter said all but one 
well was rented this year, 
with 95 percent being 
Shores residents. The 
only well that wasn’t 
rented is on a corner that 
makes it difficult to 
maneuver, Ritter said. The 
fees brought in $268,000 
this year.

To deal with the geese, 
parks employees put 
refl ective tape along the 
docks, but moisture and 
wind causes it to peel eas-
ily.

“With the extra money, 
if we could hire an addi-
tional seasonal employee, 
that’s something they 
could stay on top of,” 
Ritter said. “It’s to the 
point where there are 
shovelfuls being cleaned 
up every day.”

The city also has tried 
putting up placards with 
pictures of coyotes on 
them, but as Mayor Ted 
Kedzierski noted, “Once 
the geese realize the coy-
otes aren’t moving, they 
just keep coming.”

Ritter said the commit-
tee also is hoping to set up 
a boater safety class with 
the U.S. Coast Guard over 
the winter. It would 
involve three hours per 
night, one night a week 
for four weeks and include 
chart reading.

Those who complete 
the course would get a 
certifi cate Ritter said can 
help them lower insur-
ance costs for their boat.

A safety blitz is another 
possibility early in the 
boating season next year.

“We’d like to get four or 

fi ve people out here from 
the Coast Guard one day 
to do safety inspections,” 
Ritter said. “You get a 
sticker that lets law 
enforcement out on the 
water know your boat is 
sound and also makes it 
less likely that you’ll get 
stopped.”

Ritter said the commit-
tee also intends to ask the 
Grosse Pointe Yacht Club 
to move the barge used 
for the annual Fourth of 
July fi reworks show far-
ther out on Lake St. Clair.

“There were a lot of 
shell casings along the 
docks and some canvas 
covers on boats ended up 
getting burn holes,” he 
said. “I don’t think moving 
it another 250 feet out will 
take anything away from 
the display.”

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

Fee hike, safety eyed for Shores harbor

When:  Sunday, January 15, 2023 beginning at 2 p.m. 
Where:  St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church, 375 Lothrop Rd., 

Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236.
Required audition materials:

•  Mozart 2nd Horn Concerto, first movement (exposition)
•  Strauss, Til Eulenspiegel’s Merry Pranks - horn call
• Wagner, Siegfried Rhine Journey - horn call
•  Tchaikovsky, Symphony # 5, movement II, mm 8-28
• Brahms, Symphony #1, movement II, mm 85-115
• Sight Reading will also be provided

The position begins Wednesday, February 8, 2023 (7:30 p.m. 
rehearsal) with the first concert on Sunday, February 26th at 
3 p.m. To obtain details of the GPSO rehearsal schedule (always 
3 Wednesday evenings prior to concert), location of venues, 
Sunday concert dates and program repertoire, click on “For the 
Orchestra” & “Upcoming Concerts” at our website: 
gpsymphony.org

Candidates must be able to attend all rehearsal 
and concert dates. Bring two copies of your 
resume to the audition, or email one in advance.

FRENCH HORN AUDITION

120122

Grosse Pointe Symphony Orchestra

To make an audition appointment, 
email: artemis01959@hotmail.com

www.gpbr.com

Only one website 
gives you access to 
1,000+ local REALTORS® 
and a list of homes 
open for tour.

ORS®

120122

WEEKEND

(586) 775-7472 
21707 Harper Avenue

Saint Clair Shores, MI 48080
120122

Forton’s
Equipment Sales & Service

Honda Snow Blowers
For Sale!Honda Snow Blowers
For Sale!

Snow Blower Repair and Tune Up
Snow Shovels and Ice Melt For Sale
Snow Blower Repair and Tune Up
Snow Shovels and Ice Melt For Sale

When protecting your Auto, Home,
Life, Business, Farm and more, the

EXPERIENCE 
MATTERS.

(586) 265-2304 | FarmBureauInsurance.com
Call Mercer Agency today!

Scan to  
request 
a quote

1
22

Julie Baumer
REALTOR® / Public Notary

Signature Sotheby's 
International Realty 
• Grosse Pointe
• Birmingham 
• Northville 

313-499-1313
jbaumer@signaturesothebys.com
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Next year, the work will 
continue at additional 
sites using $1.25 million 
in funding already allo-
cated from the state.

“The workmanship that 
has been done on these 
repairs has been, I think, 
high quality,” Reeside 
said. “… If you look at the 
Army Corps projections 
for the next six months, 
lake levels are anticipated 
to continue to go down to 
more the historic nor-
mals, so that should defi -
nitely — between lower 
lake levels and the repairs 
— really help protect (the) 
integrity of the seawall 
and slow down any fur-
ther erosion.”

As for a citywide side-
walk repair program set 
to begin next week — it 
will focus on areas with 
two inches of vertical lift 
that create tripping haz-
ards — the city was pre-
pared and placed the 
concrete order in 
advance.  

“Previously, you’d just 

show up and be able to 
get the mix,” Reeside 
explained, “and (now) 
what was required was 
that you had to basically 
reserve it days in advance, 
or more than a week in 
advance in some cases, so 
it really delayed some of 
our construction.”

At the root of the situa-
tion is a shortage of some 
of the raw materials used 
to manufacture cement, 
which is the main compo-
nent used to make con-
crete, according to City 
Engineer Edward D. 
Zmich with Hubbell, Roth 
and Clark.

Contributing factors, 
Zmich said, are layered 
and include a combina-
tion of an above-average 
number of large-scale 
bridge and highway proj-
ects in the state this year 
along with the abnor-
mally dry year allowing 
contractors to work more 
days and complete more 
projects. 

A restriction from the 
U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency limit-
ing the annual amount of 
particulates and other 

emissions that are 
released from the cement 
manufacturing process 
also plays a role. 

“When that limit is 
reached, as in a year like 
this with the overabun-
dance of demand, the 
(plants) can either stop 
production or pay a fi ne,” 
Zmich said via email.

While there are work-
arounds such as import-
ing  cement  f rom 
surrounding states, this 
requires additional time 
and funding for transport. 

“The good news is that 
with the end of the year 
coming and a signifi cant 
reduction in the amount 
of concrete construction 
projects, the supply 
should be restored for the 
start of next year’s con-
struction season,” Zmich 
reported. “That is not to 
say, however, that if the 
same aforementioned 
conditions are in play 
next year, another short-
age of cement/concrete 
and delay in the comple-
tion of concrete projects 
is plausible, which would 
also increase the cost of 
concrete yet again.”

DELAYS:
Continued from page 1A

MONDAY, DEC. 5

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods City Council meeting, 7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 7

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Park Planning Commission meeting, 
7 p.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Community Tree 
Commission meeting, 7:30 p.m.

THURSDAY, DEC. 8

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Park TIFA informational meeting, 7 
p.m.

The Week Ahead

thing related to training, 
so when giving him food 
and water, it’s working on 
a little bit of obedience 
and when he does the 
right thing, he gets 

rewarded with his food.
“As it continues and he 

continues to improve, his 
freedom will increase,” he 
added, “but he’s still 
young (and) still has a lot 
of work to do, so it’s non-
stop training.”

Rocco’s fi rst offi cial day 
on duty is Friday, Dec. 2.

ROCCO:
Continued from page 2A

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Contractors removed 
800 cubic yards of sedi-
ment and debris this year 
from the sewer system.

“We estimate adding 
roughly 161,000 gallons of 
water capacity to our 
sewer with the removal of 
debris,” Councilman Max 
Wiener said.

The total is enough to 
fill one-quarter of an 
Olympic-sized swimming 
pool, increasing the sewer 
system’s holding capacity 
and lessening the risk of 
backups during rains.

By comparison, a 50-by-
25-meter Olympic pool 
two meters deep holds 
660,430 gallons.

The volume of the 
removed debris is less 
important than the 
increased sewer flow it 
provides — to wit, the 
flow of storm water 
through the sewers isn’t 
as restricted as it was 
before.

“It’s not just the 
increased carrying capac-
ity of volume, but increas-
ing the f low and 
movement of water,” 
Wiener said. “The system 
will only be as good as 
whatever bottleneck we 

fi nd.”
“It’s a benefi t, but it’s 

not going to fix every-
thing,” said Patrick Droze, 
a partner with OHM 
Advisors, the Park’s con-
sulting engineers.

Despite rain-induced 
flooding two summers 
ago that prompted year-
long sewer cleaning cost-
ing around $900,000, 
more rain this year would 
have helped engineers 
test the system’s increased 
capacity and measure 
actual fl ow against pro-
posed improvements 
expressed by mathemati-
cal computations.

“It would have been 
nice to have a little bit 
more stress on the system 
this year so we could’ve 
really put numbers to the 
work we’ve been doing,” 
Wiener said.

Work doesn’t end when 
the system is surveyed, 
inspected, mapped and 
cleaned. Sewer cleaning 
is to become an ongoing 
project, much like munic-
ipal tree trimming, an 
appropriate comparison 
because the infi ltration of 
tree roots cause many 
sewer restrictions.

“We’re already trying to 
map this out to continue 
cleaning the system,” 
Wiener said.

The estimated annual 
cleaning budget is 
$150,000 to $200,000, 
according to City Manager 
Nick Sizeland.

“Each year we’ll rotate,” 
he said, meaning the city 
will be divided into dis-
tricts set aside for annual 
review.

This year’s biggest rain-
storm wasn’t enough to 
properly measure system 
improvements, real or 
theoretical.

“I think it was a little 
over 1½ inches, but that 
was spread over many 
hours,” said Mike Kraus, 
supervisor of the public 
works department pump 
stations next to city hall 
and at Patterson Park.

“Until we have a major 
rain storm, it’s hard to 
iron these out,” Wiener 
said. “That said, this is an 
improvement. We’re 
going to keep mapping 
sewers, fi nding manhole 
access points and every 
year build upon it, 
improve it and optimize it 
as much as possible.”

Approximately 25 per-
cent of sewers still need to 
be inspected by remote 
video and cleaned, mainly 
because contractors can’t 
get access.

“We have data on most 
sewers in the city,” Droze 

said. “All were passable.”
At least one section of 

partially clogged pipe 
measures nearly 1,500 
feet, he said.

The problem is hidden 
manholes. Many man-
holes along easements 
throughout the 100-year-
old city were covered with 
sod sometime along the 
way and, worse, don’t 
appear on generations-
old maps of underground 
infrastructure.

“It’s very diffi cult to go 
by our old maps,” DPW 
Supervisor Tom Jenny 
said. There are “tons” of 
unknown manhole loca-
tions, he added.

Months of probing top-
soil occasionally pays off, 
such as fi nding a buried 
manhole recently in the 
area of Westchester and 
Middlesex, but at a pace 
too slow for city offi cials 
anxious to clear the sewer 
network and guard 
against fl ooding.

Metal detectors don’t 
work, either. They get 
thrown off by metal fences 
along easements.

“Companies have a bet-
ter way of doing it,” Jenny 
said. “We’re going to have 
to look into that. Without 
those manholes, we don’t 

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Sewers still need more cleaning

See SEWERS, page 5A

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — City council 
approved spending 
some $82,000 at its 
meeting Monday, Nov. 
14, to refurbish the pub-
lic safety department’s 
locker room.

“This building (the 
Robert  E.  Novi tke 
Municipal Center) was 
built in the 1950s and 
the locker room hasn’t 
been touched since,” 
Director John Kosanke 
said. “The lockers we’ve 
been using were taken 
out of a school and are 
about 12 inches wide.”

Kosanke said the evo-
lution of the uniform 
and equipment officers 
carry make the current 
lockers difficult to use. 

“Just the winter jack-
ets alone are pretty 
thick because you never 
know how long you’ll 
have to be outside on a 
call,” he said. “Most 

officers also gone with 
the outer carry vests, 
which are pretty bulky.”

Those vests carry 
everything from walkie 
talkies to extra hand-
cuffs to Taser guns. 
Kosanke said most offi-
cers prefer the vests 
over holster belts.

“The vests put all the 
weight on the torso,” he 
said. “The belts can be 
hard on the back.”

The new lockers will 
be 84 inches tall, 18 
inches wide and 24 
inches deep. Each one 
will include a rubber 
boot tray, document 
holder, shelf and hanger 
assembly.

The room also will get 
a new floor and a fresh 
coat of paint.

“It’ll look nice and I 
think the officers will 
be happy,” Kosanke 
said. “The build-out will 
take about 20 weeks if 
all goes well.”

The department has 
30 officers currently 

and the purchase order 
calls for 38 lockers to 
accommodate future 
growth.

The women’s locker 
room will get five new 
lockers of the same 
design to be used by the 
animal control officer, 
dispatchers and park-
ing enforcement offi-
cers.

The city received two 
bids for the project, one 
from the Casper Corp. 
in  Farmington for 
$81,896, and the other 
f rom Ti f f in  Meta l 
Products in Ohio for 
$81,110.

“We chose Casper for 
a couple of reasons, 
even though they were 
higher,” Kosanke said. 
“First, it’s a Michigan 
company and they’ve 
done the same thing 
with good results in 
other departments.”

Those include the 
City of Grosse Pointe, 
Canton, Royal Oak, 
Sterling Heights and 

Warren.
“I toured the City’s 

new station when it 
opened and was very 
impressed,” Kosanke 
said. “That got me 
thinking that we need 
to get our locker room 
remodeled.”

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

Woods public safety getting new lockers
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As a journalist and wife 
of a congressman, Peggy 
Stanton interviewed 
movie stars and politi-
cians, met world leaders 
and socialized with 
Washington, D.C., elite.

As a lifelong Catholic, 
it was a visit to a moun-
tainside in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina that trans-
formed her faith.

Stanton, 83, released a 
book earlier this year 
titled “From the White 
House to the White 
Cross: Confessions of a 
TV News Correspond-
ent.” 

She was the fi rst female 
White House correspon-
dent for ABC News, cov-
ering the administration 
of Lyndon Johnson in the 
mid-1960s.

The white cross refers 
to a 14-ton, cement cross 
in Medjugorje, a village 
in the former Yugoslavia 
where it is said people 
have seen apparitions of 
Jesus’ mother, Mary, 
since 1981. Stanton fi rst 
made a pilgrimage there 
in 1988, and has returned 
nine times.

“As I mention in the 
book, up until that fi rst 
visit I was in the pew, but 
not of the pew,” she said. 
“I went to Mass to check 
the boxes, but I was more 
consumed with my 
career and my life than 
God. It made me realize 
my focus was wrong.”

Stanton moved to the 
City of Grosse Pointe in 
2008, to be closer to her 

daughter, local author 
Kelly Fordon — a Pointer 
of Interest herself in 2018 
— and her four grand-
children.

“It was right during the 
housing crash, so not the 
best time to put a house 
on the market in Florida 
and move to Michigan,” 
she laughed, “but it 
worked out to be a very 
good move.”

Stanton started in 
radio news before transi-
tioning to ABC, inter-
viewing the likes of Julie 
Andrews and Charlton 
Heston before covering 
politics. As the wife of 
Bill Stanton, an Ohio 
Republican who was in 
offi ce from 1965 to 1983, 
and later was an execu-
tive of the World Bank, 
she met Salvadore Dali, 

Fidel Castro and Pope 
John Paul II.

Although she left TV 
news after getting mar-
ried and having Fordon, 
Stanton remained active 
with writing, doing free-
lance work for the 
Washington Post and 
Saturday Evening Post. 
She also wrote two books 
in the 1970s, “The Daniel 
Dilemma: The Moral 

Man in the Public Arena,” 
and “How to Help 
Children Eat Right.”

The latter book was co-
authored by Antoinette 
Hatfi eld, wife of former 
Oregon Sen. Mark 
Hatfi eld.

“She had written a few 
cookbooks, so we paired 
up on it,” Stanton 
recalled. “Nutrition was 
not something people 

paid much attention to 
back then, especially for 
kids.”

Stanton also took up 
painting, with much of 
her work centered 
around her visits to 
Medjugorje.

The first trip, in the 
summer of 1988, was 
Fordon’s idea.

“She was 20 and natu-
rally curious,” she said. 
“She had already trav-
eled all over the world 
with us and wanted to 
see it.”

Stanton was hesitant to 
go, enjoying running an 
event-planning business. 
As she explains in the 
book, she asked God for 
a sign. Despite running 
into several roadblocks 
trying to make travel 
arrangements, the pair 
finally were able to 
secure two plane tickets 
for the very narrow win-
dow of time before 
Fordon had to return to 
college.

A meticulous journal 
keeper, Stanton details 
each day of the trip and 
the powerful impact it 
had on her. That includes 
two silver Rosaries she 
had purchased at the 
Vatican that were blessed 
by Pope John Paul II 
turning gold while there.

“We had them looked 
at by a jeweler who said 
while their substance 
had not changed, they 
were indeed gold col-
ored,” she said.

Stanton said she never 
envisioned returning a 
second time, much less 
nine times, including last 

year for the 40th anniver-
sary of the fi rst appari-
tion.

“Between the different 
fl ights you spend about 
24 hours on planes and at 
airports, so we had to 
wear masks the whole 
time,” she said. “Once we 
got there we were able to 
take them off and every-
one was very warm and 
friendly. The village usu-
ally gets 1 million visitors 
a year, and they didn’t 
think anyone would 
show up during COVID, 
but 60,000 people con-
quered their fears and 

went to celebrate.”
Stanton said she has 

enjoyed her years in the 
Grosse Pointes, noting it 
reminds her of the 
Georgetown neighbor-
hood in D.C., where she 
lived for years.

“There’s a real sense of 
community and of people 
helping one another,” she 
said. “And the people at 
St. Paul are so hospitable 
in their sense of service 
to each other.”

Stanton’s book can be 
found at the Solanus 
Casey Center or on shop
mercy.org and Amazon.

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

From being in the pew to being of the pew

COURTESY PHOTOS

Peggy Stanton was the fi rst female White House 
correspondent for ABC in the 1960s.

Stanton and her husband, Bill, a congressman from 
Ohio, with President George H. W. Bush on Air 
Force One.

Two beers
A 49-year-old Grosse 

Pointe Park woman was 
arrested for drunken 

driving around 9:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 26, after 
be ing  s topped on 
Lakeshore near the 
north end of the city.

A patrol offi cer noticed 
the woman’s vehicle 
weaving heading south-
bound. She told the offi -
cer she was returning 
from dinner and only 
had “two beers.”

After failing several 
fi eld sobriety tests, she 
registered 0.13 blood 
alcohol content on a pre-
liminary breath test and 
was lodged in the Grosse 
Pointe Woods jail.

— Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about this and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Shores Public Safety, 
(313) 881-5500.

Stolen pistol
A resident in the 19000 

block of East Ida called 
police shortly before 6 
a.m. Tuesday, Nov. 22, 
after being awakened by 
the sound of breaking 
glass.

He discovered the driv-
er’s side rear window on 
his vehicle smashed and 
his .45 caliber Glock 
handgun missing.

Missing jewelry
A woman in the 19000 

block of East Kings Court 
reported around noon 
Tuesday, Nov. 22, that 
several pieces of jewelry 
were stolen from the cen-
ter console of her vehicle.

She told officers she 
parked her vehicle in her 
driveway around 9 p.m. 
the previous night but 
could not remember if it 
was locked. Officers 
found no sign of forced 
entry.

Recovered Kia
A 2021 Kia was stolen 

from the 19000 block of 
East Kings Court the 
night of Thursday, Nov. 
24, or early Friday, Nov. 
25.

The owner told offi cers 
she parked in front of 
her home around 4 p.m. 
on Thanksgiving. There 
was shattered glass 
where the vehicle had 
been parked. Detroit 
police reported the vehi-
cle was recovered 
Saturday, Nov. 26, and an 
arrest had been made.

Fully loaded
An 82-year-old Troy 

man was arrested after 
he was stopped driving 
north in the southbound 
lanes of Mack near 
Hollywood around 11:30 
p.m. Thursday, Nov. 24.

Offi cers discovered a 
fully loaded .38 caliber 
pistol in a holster on the 
man’s left hip. After fail-
ing fi eld sobriety tests, 
he registered 0.13 blood 
alcohol content on a pre-
liminary breath test.

— Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Woods Public Safety, 
(313) 343-2400.

Grosse Pointe Park

Phone scam
A fraudster scammed 

a Park resident out of 
$5,000.

On Sunday, Nov. 27, a 
caller convinced her she 
must buy gift cards and 
then transfer the funds 
because her savings had 
been tapped to obtain 
child pornography.

Car broken into
Nothing was stolen 

from a 2015 Kia Soul, 
broken into whi le 
parked Friday, Nov. 25, 
in the 1100 block of 
Bedford.

The victim discovered 
the car’s rear window 
broken shortly before 1 
p.m.,  according to 
police.

— Brad Lindberg
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the Grosse 
Pointe Park Public 
Safety Department, 
(313) 822-7400.

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS
Grosse Pointe Shores

See REPORTS, page 5A
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City of Grosse Pointe

Close to home
After a 44-year-old 

Grosse Pointe man was 
caught on video stealing 
four bottles of wine from 
a business in the 16000 
block of Kercheval at 
2:30 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 
30, a follow-up investiga-
tion led to his identifi ca-
tion last week.

The man was cited and 
released.

Grocery thief
An investigation is 

ongo ing  a f te r  an 
unknown suspect stole 
approximately $88 worth 
of groceries from a busi-
ness in the 16000 block 

of Kercheval at 9:50 p.m. 
Monday, Oct. 31.

T h e  s u s p e c t  i s 
described as a heavy-set 
black woman driving a 
black Lincoln.  

Three strikes, 
you’re out

A 35-year-old Detroit 
woman was arrested at 
11:20 a.m. Monday, Nov. 
21, after her third 
instance that month of 
stealing various bottles 
of liquor from a business 
in the 17000 block of 
Kercheval.

The woman confessed 
to all three thefts and 
was turned over to the 
L i v o n i a  P o l i c e 
Department due to mul-
tiple warrants for her 
arrest.

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the City of 

Grosse Pointe Public 
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Farms

Stopped 
the hard way

After driving through a 
red light on Mack at 9:02 
p.m. Monday, Nov. 21, a 
45-year-old Farms man 
was pulled over and cited 
for disregarding a traffi c 
signal and a second 
offense of driving while 
license suspended. His 
vehicle was impounded.

Lexington looted
Three Jeeps and a 

Volkswagen in the 400 
block of Lexington were 
broken into overnight 
Monday, Nov. 21, despite 
only one of the vehicles 
having been left unlocked.

The other three had 

windows broken to gain 
entry, but only one purse 
was successfully stolen. A 
camera mounted on one 
of the garages also went 
missing following the 
break in.

Drink and doze
A 36-year-old St. Clair 

Shores man was discov-
ered unconscious on the 
fl oor of a business in the 
19000 block of Mack after 
consuming almost an 
entire bottle of wine off 
the shelf at 6:50 p.m. 
Tuesday, Nov. 22.

A LEIN/Secretary of 
State search showed the 
man had 15 warrants for 
trespassing, disorderly 
conduct and retail fraud 
out of various Michigan 
cities.

Vehicle break in
An unknown suspect 

shattered the rear win-
dow of a Buick Encore 
parked in the 400 block 
o f  B o u r n e m o u t h 
between 5 p.m. Friday, 
Nov. 25, and noon the 
next day.

A pair of Jordan shoes 
and a Burberry purse, 
together valued at 
$1,500, were stolen.

In sickness and 
identity theft

A f t e r  f r a u d u l e n t 
charges were attempted 
on a 67-year-old Farms 
woman’s  American 
Express card a few 
weeks back, her hus-
b a n d ’ s  A m e r i c a n 
Express card was used 
last week in an attempt 
to fraudulently purchase 
a $1,199 MacBook and 
have it delivered to a 
Detroit address. The 
same card also was used 
to make a $419.12 

Macy’s purchase.

Full speed 
ahead

After speeding 60 mph 
past an officer on 
Lakeshore at 1:38 a.m. 
Monday, Nov. 28, a 
57-year-old Detroit man 
was pulled over and 
admitted to consuming 
intoxicants that night.

When asked where he 
was going, the man 
responded, “That way,” 
and pointed ahead.

The man refused a 
preliminary breath test 
and was arrested for a 
third offense of operat-
ing under the infl uence 
and driving while license 
suspended.

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Farms Public Safety, 
(313) 885-2100.

REPORTS:
Continued from page 4A

The man allegedly 
then set the house on 
fi re and dropped a baby 
out of a bedroom win-
dow. Shots were fi red at 
offi cers after they res-
cued the child and offi -
c e r s  c o n t i n u e d 
negotiating with the 
man while also battling 
the fl ames. The suspect 
eventually crawled out 
the front door and sur-
rendered.

The second incident, 
Sept. 2, also involved 
domestic violence. Two 
victims were shot to 
death and the SRT even-
tually was able to enter 
the house and confront 
the suspect — still 
armed — in the base-
ment. 

Using a ballistic bar-

rier to shield them-
selves, team members 
were able to create a 
distraction to temporar-
ily incapacitate the gun-
man and detain him.

“In each instance 
there was tragic loss of 
innocent lives,” the cita-
tion reads. “However, 
due to the tactics, train-
ing and professionalism 
of the EWSRT, no offi -
cers, additional victims 
or suspects were injured 
or killed during these 
dangerous and high-
stress operations.”

Hammerle said the 
team undergoes a week-
long training program 
each year and another 
one to two days a month 
separate from their shift 
work.

“They get called out 
quite a bit,” he said, 
“things like a search 
warrant being served on 

a dangerous person or 
extreme incidents like 
these two.”

The supervising offi -
cer on the scene of an 
incident makes the deci-
sion to activate the team 
and they are notified 
through Grosse Pointe 
Park’s dispatch.

“Unless someone is 
on vacation, most of 
them are expected to 
respond,” Hammerle 
said. “Usually about 10 

of the 15 respond.”
To be eligible for the 

team, offi cers must have 
a minimum of two 
years’ patrol experi-
ence.

“They are selected by 
the individual depart-
ments and then have to 
go through a physical 
t e s t , ”  H a m m e r l e 
explained. “After that, 
the team leaders do oral 
interviews and make 
the fi nal selections.”

SRT:
Continued from page 1A

have access and we can’t 
clean (sewers) properly.”

When an access point is 
found, crews update the 

system’s maps.
“Every year, as we 

scope, we build out the 
model a little more and 
more,” Wiener said. 
“We’ve spent over $1 mil-
lion mapping all of this 
out.”

SEWERS:
Continued from page 3A
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After open-heart surgery at age 50, 
I became a firefighter.

Heart & Vascular

We were able to repair the life-threatening condition with open-heart surgery. Tom 

completed his firefighter certification in 2020 and got the green light from his doctors 

to join his local fire department. Tom says he’s feeling strong, confident “and more 

fulfilled than I’ve been in many years.” Discover Tom’s story, and learn more about heart 

surgery at henryford.com/heartsurgery

In 2019, Tom decided to make a career leap from engineer to firefighter. 
But his dream was derailed by the discovery of an aortic aneurysm.
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The opinions expressed in letters and guest columns are not necessarily views shared by the Grosse Pointe News.

LETTERS
The Grosse Pointe News welcomes your letters to
the editor. All letters should be typed, double-spaced 
and signed. Letters longer than 250 words may be
edited for length. All letters may be edited for
content. We reserve the right to refuse any letter. 
Include daytime phone number for verifi cation
or questions. The deadline for letters is 3 p.m. 
Monday. Letters to the editor may by emailed to
editor@grossepointenews.com.

Solve problem, 
don’t add to it
To the Editor:

I did not look at the 

drawings  for  the 
planned 582-606 St. 
Clair apartment com-
plex, only at your pic-
ture on page 4A, but is it 

ugly! And the colors, 
terrible. The building 
resembles a military 
complex. Yes, we need 
senior citizen housing, 
but don’t the seniors 
deserve something bet-
ter  looking? More 
classy? Compare this to 
the beautiful English 
Tudor Sunrise proposal.

Also, I assume there 
will be about 100 people 
showering daily and 
flushing their toilets. 
What will be the effect 
on the already overbur-
dened and obsolete 
sewer system? As I men-
tioned in a previous let-
ter to the Grosse Pointe 

News last year: How 
can anyone in good con-
science add to a prob-
lem without solving the 
problem fi rst? Has the 
sewer problem been 
solved?

ANNELIESE BAJER
Tire Systems 

Engineering Inc.
City of Grosse Pointe

Editor’s Note: The 
story “Bonds may cover 
sewer work,” published 
in the Grosse Pointe 
News Oct. 27, explains 
that the City hopes to 
combine 2023 roadwork 
with sewer infrastruc-
ture improvements.
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A
s the saying goes, to whom much 
is given, much will be expected. 

Such is how we would catego-
rize our collective expectations 
for the Grosse Pointe Public 
School System to provide stake-

holders more time to further understand and 
perhaps evaluate potential financial alterna-
tives before spending $700,000 to construct a 
health care clinic within the walls of Grosse 
Pointe North High School.

Instead, our district leadership went full 
speed ahead and our school board voted 5-2 to 
approve the clinic Monday night, despite a 
growing community request to pause for at 
least one week before voting. Our administra-
tion and its board have moved this project for-
ward at l ightning speed since the Nov. 8 
election, approving it before three new mem-
bers of our Board of Education take office in 
January. 

The money to construct this clinic would 
come out of a sinking fund, which Grosse 
Pointe taxpayers voted to extend in 2019’s 
sinking bond millage. It gave the district the 
authority to levy 1.00 mill on all taxable prop-
erty in the district for a period of five years, 
from 2020 to 2024. The proposal estimated 
that 1.00 mill ($1 per $1,000 of taxable valua-
tion) would raise approximately $2,998,000 in 
the first year it was levied. 

The community approved this funding with 
the understanding it would be to repair and 
improve physical facilities as needed, not to 
tear down a state-of-the-art science lab for a 
project with an unproven track record of suc-
cess in a community such as ours. Although 
baseball and softball diamonds were repaired 
this summer from this same source, they were 
by all accounts becoming dangerous to play 
on. Additionally, our ball players do not have 
another alternate field to play on like resi-
dents have with the many health care options 
in town. 

We also have leaky roofs and broken pools 
looming, among other repair issues. Why not 
explore less expensive options for a clinic? 
Virtual and telemedicine appointments have 
become commonplace for routine medical 
care, so why is a brick-and-mortar facility the 
only option?

Grosse Pointers should be allotted ample 
time to understand our community’s true need 

What’s 
the rush? 

for a health care clinic housed inside one of 
our high schools. The clinic would be run by 
Beaumont/Corewell Health System and would 
provide treatment for anyone — not just stu-
dents — in the Pointes or Harper Woods seek-
ing care, according to the grant’s language. 
Therefore, the board’s decision was not exclu-
sively for our kids. It was a decision that 
involved our entire community. 

When Beaumont/Corewell received the grant 
in May from the Michigan Department of 
Health and Human Services,  many steps 
should have taken place in the months leading 
up to Monday’s vote that more proactively and 
effectively engaged and informed the commu-
nity. We expected at least as much effort from 
the administration to engage us about the 
clinic plans as they did when they were aggres-
sively seeking our votes to provide them with 
more money. 

But the truth is five members of this board 
made up their minds before Monday’s vote to 
approve the clinic. Open public comments 
were merely optics to patronize those seeking 
a pause to get more questions answered. Art 
Bryant, mayor of Grosse Pointe Woods, was in 
the audience available for comment, but 
President Joe Herd determined it was too late 
because the board was rendering its vote.

Afterward, Superintendent Jon Dean admit-
ted he could have done a better job speaking 
to the mayor in the days leading up to the vote, 
but that’s as effective as trying to unburn spa-
ghetti sauce. If there were other ways the 
board or administrators engaged community 
feedback, especially with neighbors in Grosse 
Pointe Woods, we aren’t aware of it. They 
either hand-selected who they asked or inten-
tionally treaded lightly in getting the word 
out. 

District leaders have treated this clinic as a 
done deal from the beginning, not as an 
unprecedented concept deserving of commu-
nity-wide feedback or approval. Well before 
Monday night’s vote, nursing positions for the 
clinic were posted on Beaumont/Corewell’s 
jobs site. Wheels were in motion to remove 
tables and cabinets out of the lab, though the 
district denies correlation to the clinic. Just 
one week ago, the district held a virtual, seem-
ingly one-and-done town hall.  Apparently 
that’s all you get, stakeholders. The district 
has spoken. No more questions. 

Speaking of questions, more have been 
raised about the accuracy of some community 
data provided on the grant application, accord-
ing to Will Broman, a patent lawyer and for-
mer BOE candidate ,  who reviewed the 
application. He wrote about it in an open letter 
to the current school board and also spoke at 
Monday’s meeting.

What he discovered warrants pause. He 

found that the application overstates district 
enrollment by nearly 23 percent and North 
enrollment by nearly 14 percent. He also found 
that the application dramatically understates 
the sheer amount of health care access Grosse 
Pointers have in our own neighborhood, 
including some of Beaumont/Corewell’s own 
offerings. And as Mr. Broman’s letter states, 
the application completely omitted our options 
just to the north in St. Clair Shores and 
Macomb County — something other school-
based clinics don’t have to compete with.     

Mr. Broman’s open letter also challenges the 
overall community benefit from an insurance 
standpoint. According to Census data on the 
estimated population of uninsured residents 
younger than 65, on which the grant applica-
tion relied, he notes the estimated percentage 
of uninsured ranges from 1.3 percent in the 
City of Grosse Pointe to 6.4 percent in Harper 
Woods (Grosse Pointe Woods is at 2.6 per-
cent). These clinics likely are highly utilized 
in other communities such as River Rouge, 
where the estimated percentage of uninsured 
is more than 11 percent.

The ceiling of uninsured residents to benefit 
from this clinic is low. While a Beaumont/
Corewell representative said Monday night 
that insured patients will not be asked to make 
a copay, we are skeptical of this model’s long-
term sustainability. Nothing in life is free, 
especially not health care. 

The irony of all of this is that while the dis-
trict is suddenly insisting our community is in 
immediate need of a funded health care clinic, 
the project requires not only our community’s 
tax dollars but also our trust. The district is 
behaving as if money grows on trees in the 
Pointes, only we are also the arborists. 

The next time our vote is required on a bond 
or sinking fund, perhaps we ought to think 
twice based on this latest plot twist of a proj-
ect that requires no community-wide approval. 

Our administration sure seems to be in a 
mad dash to get this clinic in motion. Three 
new board members ultimately will be among 
those charged with managing its costs and 
long-term success, yet were denied any voting 
power to approve it. The grant might be burn-
ing a hole in the district’s pocketbook, but it 
should not mean those representing us should 
act as hastily as they did. 

Some members of our board voiced their 
confidence in how well-informed they felt 
about the clinic before voting. But many in the 
community did not feel adequately informed 
and simply asked for time, which the board 
did not honor. 

Our generous and engaged community has 
earned the right to expect our district to be 
good stewards of our money, instead of being 
in a rush to spend it.

Residents deserved 
suffi cient say and 
time on $700k clinic

Pure Grosse Pointe
City of Grosse Pointe resident Judy Murray captured this serene moment Thanksgiving morning, near St. 
Paul on the Lake Catholic Church. “I thought perhaps you would enjoy the peace and beauty it conveys, 
the soft haze o’er the water adding to the tranquility of a dawn ushering in the holiday season,” she wrote.
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I
heard a story re-
cently. Students 
walked into the 
classroom and the 
professor said, 
“We’re going to 

have a spontaneous test.” 
On each of their desks, the 
students had a blank piece 
of paper with a small blue 
dot on it. The professor 
told the students the as-
signment was to write 
about what they saw. All 
the students wrote about 
and described the blue 
dot. The professor collect-
ed the papers, read them 
and said, “This assign-
ment isn’t about the blue 
dot. This is a life lesson. In 
your life, you’re all going 
to have blue dots and 
they’re going to try and 
consume all of your focus, 
emotions and attention. 
But don’t forget about the 
rest of the page. It repre-
sents your life and the 
amount of blessings you 
will have to be grateful for. 
It all depends on where 
you put your focus. Don’t 
let that tiny blue dot on a 
blank piece of paper con-
sume all your thoughts.”

I thought that was a 
great lesson and with that 
story in mind, I did some-
thing different for 
Thanksgiving this year. I 

opted out of Thanksgiving 
Day celebrations to spend 
some quality time by 
myself. By choice. I 
needed a break from 
schedules, needed some 
quiet time and wanted a 
slow, easy morning spent 
in my pajamas for as long 
as I felt like it. I needed to 
focus on the paper and 
not the blue dot.

I chose to spend 
Thanksgiving Day alone 
because I needed a day 
where there weren’t any 
scheduled pressures. I 
didn’t have to be any-
where. Stores weren’t 
open. It was just a day to 
chill. This allowed me to 
be grateful in the moment 
because there weren’t any 
distractions.

I didn’t have to hurry up 
because I had to be some-
where. I didn’t have to 
hurry up and do anything. 
I was able to eat what I 
wanted and when I 
wanted and I didn’t have 
to witness carnage on the 
table.

On Thanksgiving, the 
weather was mild and the 
day felt peaceful. Actually, 
it felt extra peaceful 
because I live on a busy 
street and there was 
hardly any traffic. The 
elimination of noise can 
be soothing when the 
noise is temporarily qui-
eted. Silence really can be 
golden, especially when 
you didn’t realize how 
much you needed a bit of 
it.

Everything I did that 
day was my choice. How 

long has it been since you 
have done that? It’s been 
a long time for me. And 
since the day is called 
Thanksgiving, that’s what 
I was doing: giving 
thanks. And, thankfully, 
chilling.

How many “have to’s” 
do we have in one day? A 
lot. On Thanksgiving, I 
had zero. I did what I 
wanted. That involved 
some binge watching, a 
little reading, a small 
amount of laundry and 
focusing on the page, not 
the dot. It also included 
talking and texting with 
friends and family.

The day was so relax-
ing. When evening came, 
it rained, the traffi c con-
tinued to be light and it 
still felt peaceful. I opened 
the window and watched 
the rain turn the sidewalk 
and street from dry to 
wet, watched the rain 
leave drops on the 
branches and breathed in 
the fresh smell of clean 
that the rain leaves 
behind.

I gave myself permis-
sion to have a day off. 
And not just a day off 
work, but a day off of 
everything. And it was 
wonderful. Self care is a 
gift, a gift you need to give 
yourself and not put off. 
Give yourself a moment 
of peace. It’s free and it’s 
priceless. And stop focus-
ing so much on the dot.

Living in gratitude is 
something I aspire to. I 
don’t get it right every 
day, but I’m working on it.

Don’t focus on the dot
I  S AY  By Renee Landuyt

1947
75 years ago this week

OPEN DOOR POLICY 
PANNED BY POINTE 
POLICE: The habit of leav-
ing doors unlocked is 
growing in the Pointe. Not 
only private residences are 
often left open by their 
owners but many mer-
chants are showing a 
growing carelessness in 
not seeing that their places 
of business are properly 
locked up at the end of the 
business day. In a single 
night recently, six such 
places were discovered by 
the police in the City and 
fi ve in the Park police in 
practically the same 
period.

1972
50 years ago this week

GP NEWS ELM WINS 

N A T I O N A L 
RECOGNITION: A plaque 
designating the great tree 
which overhangs the 
News building as an “his-
toric elm” was recently 
presented by the Elm 
Research Institute of 
Waldwick, N.J., and has 
been attached. When the 
News offi ces were built 27 
years ago, tree experts 
who were consulted on 
how best to preserve the 
elm, estimated its age at 
between 150 to 200 years 
old. It measures 13 feet in 
circumference.

1997
25 years ago this week

TIMES THEY ARE A 
CHANGING: In the not-
so-distant past, it was not 
uncommon for the busi-
ness district in any given 
community to completely 
shut down on Sunday. But 
with the ever-changing 
nature of the retail indus-

try, those days are but a 
memory as businesses 
adjust to the demands of 
the consumer. The City of 
Grosse Pointe is now con-
sidering amending its 
Sunday business hour 
ordinance to accommo-
date Blockbuster Video so 
patrons can rent and 
return videos until 10 p.m.

2012
10 years ago this week

RAHAIM EARNS 
D R A G  R A C I N G 
CHAMPIONSHIP: It took 
a little less than four sec-
onds for Grosse Pointe 
Park’s Bob Rahaim to 
travel the 660 feet in his 
drag racing car to offi cially 
claim the American Drag 
Racing League Pro Nitrous 
series championship this 
season. The 52-year-old 
put together a season for 
the ages in 2012, winning 
three races and competing 
in the fi nals in several oth-
ers. Not bad for a guy who 
took a 15-year hiatus to 
help raise his family.

YESTERDAY’S HEADLINES

Bid On These Lots & More In The
December 14th & 15th Auctions

(313) 963-6255 | www.dumoart.com | info@dumoart.com

SCAN TO BID

409 East Jefferson Avenue, Detroit, MI 48226

Harry y Bertoia (American, 1915-1978)
Ber lium Copperyil Rods And Bronze Base, 

d SculSoun pture

Al Held (American, 1928-2005)
Brush And India Ink On Smooth Cream WoWW ve Papeer,  rr

1965 Untitled, H 22.5’’ W 35’’

Japanese Satsuma Earthenwwaww re 
Pottery Collection
12 Lots This Month!

Joesph Mozier (Ameri-
can, 1812-1870) 

,erutplucSelbraMdevraC
1867, 7 Pocahontas, H 48’’ W 18’’ 

Depth 16’’

Marshall Maynard Fredericks kk
(Ameri( can, 19, 08-1998)
Bronze Relief Plaquque, “Sheepp”, H 1, 0.25’’ W 7.75’’

Estate Jewelry
A fine selection of over 45 

lots this month!

Sabbadini EarringsS

120122

DREAM IT. DESIGN IT. BUILD IT.

20485 Mack Ave • Grosse Pointe Woods  • 313-332-0549 
A Connell Company

www.pointedesigns.com

COME SEE OUR NEW
EXPANDED SHOWROOM on MACK AVE!

Featuring many new items and displays including
German made Haecker cabinetry. 

Five designers on staff to serve your remodeling needs.

120122
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GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— The recreation com-
mission is being reorga-
nized with the addition of 
three subcommittees to 
focus on Windmill Pointe 
Park, Patterson Park and 
the buildings within.

The existing marina 
subcommittee remains.

“There might be adjust-
ments,” commission 
Chairman Michae l 
Hindelang said. “We may 
discover that Patterson is 
twice the workload of 
one of the others or half 
the workload of the oth-
ers.”

During the commis-
sion’s Nov. 9 meeting, 
Hindelang followed 
through with statements 
made when elected chair-
man Sept. 14, to rejigger 
the commission’ struc-
ture and operations.

“I’d like to create sub-
committees; not to add 
meetings, but add an 
area of focus,” he said 
last month. “This is going 
to take trial and error 
because we’ve never 
done it before. What I’m 
envisioning is not that 
the subcommittees get 
together and send emails 
to (Recreation Director 
Chad Craig) every week 
about weeds on the 

boardwalk (at Patterson 
Park), but rather bigger 
things.”

He cited as an example 
the seeming underuti-
lization of the boardwalk.

Many topics are antici-
pated to remain outside 
the four subcommittees.

“Commission meetings 
are where we’re going to 
address many things,” 
Hindelang said. “If we 
decide other events have 
gotten to the point where 
we need more focus on 
them, perhaps we need 
to restructure how we do 
this. As we go through 
this, probably a year 
from now we’re going to 
be talking about this is a 
terrible idea or this is a 
great idea or we need to 
tweak it.”

“We might be able to 

have a special events 
committee,” Craig said.

New subcommittees 
will be staffed by current 
commissioners, whom 
Hindelang encouraged to 
apply for the new posts.

“As part of that, we 
would like to get topics 
from each of our major 
areas of focus,” he said. 
“We have Patterson Park, 
Windmill Pointe, the 
mar ina  (and)  the 
Tompkins and Lavins 
centers and the Windmill 
Lodge. I’m not envision-
ing meetings when we 
start, but maybe there’s 
some point when we 
need to.”

New location?
He’s also looking into 

fi nding a different venue 
for meetings of the rec-
reation commission. Its 
12 members overflow 
seats in the combined 
city council-municipal 

court chamber at city 
hall. One member this 
month had to occupy the 
judge’s bench.

“I talked to (City 
Manager) Nick Sizeland 
about if there’s some-
thing we can do about 
the location, to get 
something that actually 
fi ts the size of our com-
mission,” Hindelang 
said.

The commission used 
to meet at the Tompkins 
Center at Windmill 
Pointe Park.

“We’ll see if that’s still 
a possibility,” Hindelang 
said.

Meeting info
“We hear a lot about 

budget items, whether 
it’s the cost of kayak 
racks or the cost of the 
(Lavins Center) roof,” 
Hindelang said. “As 
Chad goes through his 
budgeting process with 

city administration, I’ve 
asked him to share with 
us his proposed budget.”

“I support getting a 
fi nancial report at each 
m e e t i n g , ”  s a i d 
Commissioner Larry 
Haggart, a member of 
the marina subcommit-
tee. “The marina sub-
committee has already 
expressed interest in 
getting such a report 
because of the monu-
mental funding chal-
lenge we have for 
renovat ion  of  the 
marina.”

“I wanted to be clear,” 
Hindelang said. “I’m not 
asking Chad to give us a 
budget report of how 
w e ’ r e  p e r f o r m i n g 
against budget, but 
rather this is where the 
money’s being spent 
that will perhaps give us 
ideas on how to better 
consider what it is we’re 
asking of Chad.”

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Reworking the rec com

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— The city has two 
Christmas trees this year.

One, a traditional city 
project, is at Windmill 
Pointe Park, as usual.

The other, erected by 
backers of the West Park 
Winter Social, held 
Saturday, Nov. 26, in the 
Kercheval business dis-
trict, is located within the 
traffi c circle at Kercheval 
and Wayburn.

“I have a Christmas 
tree lined up, as I have 
for 28 years now, down at 
Windmill Pointe Park,” 
Brian Colter, Park city 
forester, said a week 
before the tree was 
installed near the lake-
side park’s inner gate-
house. “We got the tree 
for free.”

It’s a blue spruce with 
nearly perfect pyramidal 
shape, stout limbs. 
Occasional openings in 
the foliage provide space 
for large ornaments and 
clusters of lights.

The owners, Julie and 
John Piazza of Grosse 
Pointe Farms, where 

Colter also is city for-
ester, parted with the tree 
because it outgrew its 
location in the front yard.

“The tree just kept get-
ting bigger and bigger,” 
Julie Piazza said. “It was 
quite beautiful and 
looked like the perfect 
Christmas tree. But, it got 
too big for our house.”

Despite measuring a 
prescribed 10-foot-diam-
eter space for the tree, 
purchased 13 years ago 
at Costco, it kept growing 
taller and wider, needle-
sharp leaves making life 
prickly for passersby.

“It filled that space 
pretty quickly,” Julie 
Piazza said. “It got after-
noon sun and really liked 
that area.”

“It’s remarkable how 
fast that grew,” Colter 
said. “It looks like it’s 
about 20 years old.”

Branches encroached 
on a neighbor’s drive-
way.

“We either had to trim 
it, which we thought 
would look ridiculous, or 
it was time to cut it 
down,” Julie Piazza said.

“Blue spruce is the pre-
ferred Christmas tree, 

especially for a large tree 
on which we use large 
ornaments, because the 
twigs are stout,” Colter 
said.

The tree was decorated 
at the park without cere-
mony.

“I don’t think we’re 
going to do anything big 
as far as lighting the tree 
because they’re having a 
big tree down on 
Kercheval,” said Chad 
Craig, Park recreation 
director. “That has more 
of a feel of a citywide 
tree. We support the 
Winter Social. If that gets 
bigger attendance, let’s 
make that the offi cial tree 
lighting. But, we still 
have our city tree down 
here that everybody can 
enjoy during the holi-
days.”

“The city always does a 
great job of decorating 
the business district, as 
do the businesses owners 
themselves,” said Joe 
Hebeka, president of the 
Grosse Pointe Park 
Business Association. “A 
tree at the traffi c circle on 
Kercheval would really 
be the icing on the cake 
and a great welcome to 

our neighbors traveling 
down Kercheval to the 
Park.”

Special events are hav-
ing their intended impact 
of drawing more people 
to the commercial area, 

according to business 
owner Christy Wood.

“When I had my old 
studio in 2013, no one 
was walking by,” said 
Wood, owner of ABX 
Redux movement studio, 

which recently reopened 
on lower Kercheval. 
“Now, I see all sorts of 
people — families, little 
kids, young people in 
their 20s and 30s — walk-
ing by. It’s very vibrant.”

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Overgrown tree gets second chance

An ArborPro crew, left, harvests a blue spruce donated by a Grosse Pointe 
Farms family to become the Christmas tree at Windmill Pointe Park, Grosse 
Pointe Park, right.

PHOTO BY JACOB PIAZZA PHOTO BY BRIAN COLTER

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — Grosse Pointe 
Farms City Council re-
sumed its practice of 
meeting in person in 
June 2021, but has kept 
in mind the success it 

has seen with recorded 
meetings, such as a pre-
sentation following that 
summer’s flooding di-
saster, to which residents 
still refer.

As the Farms/Shores 
Municipal Court, which 
is housed in the same 
room at city hall as the 

c o u n c i l ,  r e c e n t l y 
upgraded its audio 
equipment to better the 
quality of Zoom pro-
ceedings — online court 
proceedings remain 
prevalent even post-
COVID because of their 
convenience — council 
saw the opportunity to 

piggyback off the court 
system and begin pro-
viding recordings of 
council meetings at no 
additional cost to the 
taxpayer. 

A resolution adopting 
a city council policy on 

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Farms council meetings to go live

See LIVE, page 9A

(313) 884-8145
metroeastdtw.floorcoveringsinternational.com

*Exclusions may apply. Expires 12/31/22. Each Franchise is a Locally Owned and Independently Operated Business.

CARPET. HARDWOOD. NATURAL STONE. TILE. 
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313.678.9880
Cinthya.Jorgensen@ExpressPros.com

15050 E. Jefferson Ave, Suite 103, Grosse Pointe Park MI 48230
www.expresspros.com/detroitmi/

Mission:
To get Detroit businesses and
Detroiters BACK TO WORK!
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Talent Satisfaction

Better Candidates, Local Support
Express Employment Professionals Detroit is your LOCAL and 
full-service professional recruiting and staffi ng company. 

Express Detroit follows an ISO quality-assured process for 
screening, matching, and hiring employees. We test,
interview, and verify each candidate before you 
ever meet them. 

At Express Detroit we provide a full range of employment
solutions that include full-time to temporary employment
in a wide range of industries including Professional,
Light Industrial, and Offi ce Services.

We’re here to support you.
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313.806.7848 

SERVING THE COMMUNITY
SINCE 1979

Taylor • Marlette • Clinton Twp. • Madison Hgts.
Shelby Twp. • Bad Axe • Pigeon
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GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — Everyone 
knows a good stretch 
feels good, but Kyle and 
Bri Josefi ak think the real 
benefi t is having someone 
else stretch you.

The couple recently 
opened a StretchLab 
franchise, which bills 
itself as the “premiere 
assisted stretching bou-
tique,” at 19853 Mack.

“It’s always good to 
stretch,  but being 
stretched is a whole dif-
ferent thing,” Kyle 
Josefi ak said. “When you 
lay down and let some-
one stretch you, you can 
go through a bigger range 
of motion. It’s about 
strengthening muscles 
rather than lengthening 
them just for the sake of 
it.”

Josefi ak, a 2006 Grosse 

Pointe North High School 
graduate, said he and his 
wife have always been 
into fi tness.

“We’re what you’d call 
gym rats,” he laughed. 
“We’re big into fitness 
and learning about the 
human body.”

The couple, who also 
live in the Woods, found 
out about StretchLab 
about a year ago. Founded 
in California, there are 
some 240 franchises 
nationwide. The couple 
also plan to open fran-
chises in Troy and 
Rochester Hills in the 
coming months.

They soft opened at the 
end of September and 
had a grand opening in 
mid-November that 
included free 15-minute 
demonstrations.

Discounted member-
ships will be available. 
Sessions can be booked 
for 25 minutes to focus on 

a client’s current stretch-
ing needs, or 50 minutes 
for a full-body stretch.

“StretchLab found that 
an initial membership 
should be three months,” 
Josefiak explained. “It 
takes time and commit-
ment to see results. It’s 
like if you want to lose 
weight, you don’t do it 
just by eating one salad.”

The process starts with 
a customer doing three 
squats in front of a MAPS 
machine, a proprietary 
technology that uses 3D 
scanning and a heat map 
to measure ineffi ciencies 
across four categories: 
mobility, activation, pos-
ture and symmetry. That 
information is then used 
to create a custom 
stretching program that 
offers a measurable way 
to track progress.

J o s e f i a k  s a i d 
StretchLab stresses a 
“fine line in the sand” 

regarding what they can 
and can’t do.

“We make it very clear 
that we’re not disguising 
ourselves as physical 
therapy, although we cer-
tainly want to support 
them,” he said. “We ask 
detailed questions about 
what the client is looking 
for. We ask if a certain 
issue was caused by an 
injury and figure out if 
they should see a physi-
cal therapist or doctor 
instead.”

The requirements for 
employees, known as 
“flexologists,” is strin-
gent.

“They have to have a 
bachelor ’s degree in 
some type of health and 
wellness field, such as 
kinesiology, or be a certi-
fi ed massage therapist or 
p e r s o n a l  t r a i n e r, ” 
Josefi ak said. “Then they 
have to go through 70 
hours of training and 

pass an assessment with 
a master fl exologist.”

The interior of the 
building, with soft light-
ing and cool colors, has 
10 stretching benches.

“The franchise goal for 
a soft opening is 150 
memberships and we’re 

already at 230,” Josefi ak 
said. “We have an amaz-
ing team that loves to 
help people, so we’re 
excited with our starting 
point.”

For more information, 
visit stretchlab.com or 
call (313) 635-4242.

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

StretchLab opens on Mack

COURTESY PHOTO

StretchLab owners Kyle and Bri Josefi ak.

Grosse Pointe Woods Mayor Arthur Bryant presents a proclamation Nov. 21, to 
the Ahee family in honor of their jewelry store’s 75th anniversary. As the 
Grosse Pointe News fi rst reported in October, the family reimbursed the city 
$27,400 to cover its 900 parking meters for November and December as a way 
to thank the community.

Gem of a business
COURTESY PHOTO

Ann Turnbull, owner of Village Palm, has expanded the store’s space with her 
new business, Newport, located at 17133 Kercheval in The Village. Newport 
carries men’s, boy’s and women’s clothing and accessories. For more informa-
tion, call (313) 882-7256.
The Grosse Pointe Chamber of Commerce recently helped Turnbull celebrate 
the expansion of her business with a ribbon-cutting event. Chamber members, 
city offi cials, friends and family were on hand to celebrate.

COURTESY PHOTO

Expansion opens

recording meetings, as 
well as live-streaming 
them, passed unani-
mously in November. 

“We wanted to have 
our council meetings 
have more transparency 
and accessibility,” said 
Beth Konrad Wilberding, 
councilwoman and co-
chair of the communica-
tions committee, which 
spearheaded the resolu-
tion’s creation. “And we 
learned a lot with 
COVID.”

Links to the record-
ings can be found on the 
city website, grossepoin
tefarms.org, next to the 
agendas and minutes for 
each meeting, as well as 
directly through the City 
of Grosse Pointe Farms 
YouTube channel, @
c i t y o f g r o s s e p o i n t e
farms5745.

Council intends to 
incorporate the live-
streaming component 
during its next meeting 
Monday, Dec. 12, but 
emphasized the focus is 
on greater transparency 
and accessibility, not on 
creating an avenue for 
additional means of 
communication.

“This is a one-way out-
s t r e a m  o f  t h i s , ” 
explained Neil Sroka, 
councilman and co-chair 
of the communications 
committee. “We’re not 
having any interaction 
from the public on the 
internet. Much the way 
folks fi nd it easy to view 
the school board meet-
ings, (this is the) same 
sort of thing. Comments 
aren’t accepted via that 
way and we’re going to 

turn comments off on 
our YouTube channel.”  

Under a similar stan-
dard, the resolution also 
notes it does not enable 
council members to par-
ticipate in meetings 
remotely. 

Additionally and in 
full compliance with the 
Open Meetings Act, the 
recording of council 
meetings will not include 
closed sessions. 

Signs announcing the 
recording will be posted 
in council chambers, 
combining with an 
announcement at the 
beginning of each meet-
ing, so residents who 
choose to speak during 
public comment under-

stand they will  be 
recorded. 

Going forward, the 
new allowance could 
extend beyond council 
meetings, as well.

“Subject to technical 
and staff support avail-
ability and at the discre-
tion of the chair or 
members of the conven-
ing body or organizers 
of the event,” the resolu-
tion reads, “other public 
city council-related 
boards, commissions, 
committees or authority 
meetings or public 
forums may also be 
recorded  or  l i ve -
streamed, and made 
available to the public 
on the city website.”

Continued from page 8A
LIVE:

FOR THE PERSON WHO 
HAS EVERYTHING

(313) 882-6900 • grossepointenews.com/subscribe
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presentation of the idea.
Those in favor spoke of 

the benefi ts for students 
to get easy access to 
medical treatment and 
mental health services 
during the school day, 
and that no insurance 
will be required to receive 
services. 

One of those speaking 
against the project was 
Will Broman, a candidate 
for school board in last 
month’s election.

In an open letter to the 
school board he posted 
online Sunday, Nov. 27, 
Broman said members 
should reconsider the 
agreement due to what 
he said are, “signifi cant 
inaccuracies, omissions 
and misleading state-
ments,” included in the 
g r a n t  a p p l i c a t i o n 
Corewell filed with the 

Michigan Department of 
Health and Human 
Services.

There have been calls 
since the board meeting 
Nov. 14, to make the 
application public.

During a virtual town 
hall meeting Monday, 
Nov. 21, Jeff Cook, direc-
tor of community health 
school and clinics for 
Corewell, said the appli-
cation would not be made 
public due to confi dential 
information in it regard-
ing the hospital system’s 
fi nancial and personnel 
wage details. Cook said 
the grant process is com-
petitive and Corewell 
would not want other 
health systems to access 
such information.

Broman said in his let-
ter he obtained a copy of 
the application, which 
the Grosse Pointe News 
has verifi ed.

One area of concern 
Broman raised with the 

application is the enroll-
ment numbers it includes.

The application states 
the district overall has 
8,153 students with 1,308 
at Grosse Pointe North.

“It is obvious to anyone 
in this community that 
district enrollment has 
fallen signifi cantly in the 
last decade and is 
nowhere near 8,100-plus 
students,” Broman wrote. 
“Indeed, GPPSS hasn’t 
had more than 8,100 stu-
dents since 2014.”

Enrollment numbers 
for the 2021-22 school 
year show the district 
had roughly 6,600 stu-
dents, including 1,150 at 
North, with projections 
for this school year at 
6,500.

Broman also noted 
these numbers could lead 
to “incorrect forecasting 
of clinic utilization and 
long-term eligibility for 
the MDHHS grant.”

Support letters in the 

a p p l i c a t i o n  f r o m 
Superintendent Jon Dean 
and North Principal Kate 
Murray indicate the 
school has 1,145 stu-
dents.

In an emailed state-
ment, Dean said, “GPPSS 
has received a variety of 
feedback regarding the 
MDHHS awarding funds 
for a health clinic at 
North High School,” and 
that the administration 
used that feedback to 
create an FAQ page and 
hold the virtual town hall. 
Both can be found on the 
district website.

Dean added that board 
members, “engaged in a 
robust discussion of the 
proposal,” at the meeting 
Nov. 14, and board mem-
bers and members-elect 
had the opportunity to 
tour a similar Corewell 
school clinic last week 
and have their questions 
answered.

“The application was 
filled out by Beaumont 
(Corewell) and was 
reviewed and awarded 
b y  t h e  M i c h i g a n 
Department of Health 
and Human Services,” he 
added when contacted by 
phone.

Dean also said any 
reports that work had 
begun on the clinic 
before the board vote are 
erroneous.

“That room isn’t being 
used this year and there 
was some cabinetry there 
that was moved to other 
classrooms,” he said. 

Dean did say during 
the meeting that a 
request for proposals had 
been sent out for the 
clinic work before the 
agreement was approved 
and the board — which 
will include three new 
members come January 
— would review and vote 
on those early next year.

The application also 
states there is only one 
pediatrician’s office 
within the GPPSS bound-
aries and that hospital 
emergency room visits 
can be expensive and do 
not provide preventative 
care.

Broman notes the 
application did not iden-
tify four urgent care facil-
ities within the district, 
“including Beaumont’s 
(Corewell’s) own urgent 
care center on Mack,” or 
that there are three sepa-
rate pediatrician offi ces 
in the district, “including 
two affil iated with 
Beaumont (Corewell).”

Because the Pointes 
are located in Wayne 
County, the application 
was able to claim under 
the “statement of need” 
section that Wayne is 
“the unhealthiest county 
in Michigan,” based on 
statistics for life expec-
tancy, quality of life and 
engagement in unhealthy 
behaviors.

Broman’s letter also 
questioned the district’s 
claim, found on the FAQ 
page, that an on-site 
school clinic reduces 
absenteeism.

Corewell opened clin-
ics at Romulus and River 
Rouge high schools in 
2015. According to school 
data for the 2014-15 
school year, attendance at 
those schools was 93 per-
cent and 89 percent, 
respectively. By the 2018-
19 school year, those 
numbers fell to 90 per-
cent and 81 percent, 
respectively.

“While I acknowledge 
that school attendance is 
the result of multiple 
independent variables, 
the argument that a 
school-based clinic will 
improve attendance rates 
is challenging to sup-

port,” Broman wrote.
Broman also notes that 

the new dean of culture 
position created at North 
includes responsibility 
for improving attendance 
rates.

“We should give the 
dean of culture time to do 
their job before spending 
$700,000 to build out a 
clinic,” he wrote. 

Ismail raised a question 
about a letter the board 
received late Monday 
from Grosse Pointe 
Woods City Administrator 
Frank Schulte, which 
said the city’s attorney 
indicated the project 
might need to go through 
the city’s planning pro-
cess before any work 
starts. Dean told the GP 
News the district’s attor-
ney is of the opinion a 
school only is subject to 
municipal oversight if the 
project is of a for-profi t 
measure, using the exam-
ple of a school wanting to 
lease space on district 
property for a cell phone 
tower. The clinic will be 
nonprofi t.

Ismail said he would be 
more comfortable if the 
city’s and district’s attor-
neys were able to com-
municate more about the 
matter before a vote.

“We preach that we 
partner with our commu-
nities,” he said. “If we’re 
going to talk the talk, we 
should walk the walk.”

The agreement with 
Corewell states either 
party can opt out with 30 
days’ notice. The dis-
trict’s FAQ says it would 
cost the district $150,000 
to convert the space back 
to a science lab. Cook 
during the town hall said 
Corewell has been oper-
ating school health clin-
ics 34 years — currently 
numbering 16 — and has 
never closed one.

CLINIC:
Continued from page 1A

Cynthia Sohn, president of 
the Grosse Pointe Foundation 
for  Publ ic  Educat ion, 
announced at the Grosse Pointe 
Public School System Board of 
Education’s Nov. 28 meeting, 
the gift of $172,761 in grants to 
the district.

The grants, 23 in total, were 
written by teachers, adminis-
trators and parents across the 
district. A majority of the grants 
— 15 of the 23 — were awarded 
in the organization’s regular 
fall cycle, while eight additional 
grants were awarded at the 
meeting for Social Emotional 
E n c o u r a g e m e n t  a n d 
Development, or SEED, pro-
grams.

The 15 traditional grants 

funded initiatives like:
◆ uniforms for the Grosse 

Pointe North High School 
marching band;

◆ funding for districtwide 
Destination Imagination com-
petition teams;

◆ a bass xylophone and roll-
ing cart for Defer Elementary 
School students;

◆ funding for a playground 
renovation at Kerby Elementary 
School;

◆ a Heggerty Phonemic 
awareness program for early 
and elementary school stu-
dents across the district;

◆ 700 new books for Mason 
Elementary School;

◆ licensing of the Floreo vir-
tual reality platform for 
Brownell Middle School’s spe-
cial education program;

◆ funding for an all-gender 

robotics clinic at Pierce Middle 
School;

◆ a professional-grade cam-
corder for the district’s middle 
school-level broadcast journal-
ism program;

◆ cameras and camera equip-
ment for the Grosse Pointe 
North student media program;

◆ 50 new classroom recy-
cling bins at Grosse Pointe 
South;

◆ a hydraulic press for the 
Grosse Pointe South metals 
course;

◆ 3-D printers at both of the 
district’s high schools, as well 
as Parcells and Pierce middle 
schools;

◆ funding for a combined 
Grosse Pointe North and 
Grosse Pointe South high 
school robotics team; and

◆ a sound console upgrade 

for the performance art center 
at Grosse Pointe North.

The eight SEED program 
grants were awarded for a sim-
ilarly diverse array of initia-
tives, including:

◆ cooperative learning 
games for Monteith Elementary 
School students;

◆ a districtwide program to 
improve students’ mental 
health;

◆ funding for mental health 
professional development;

◆ funding for hope and kind-
ness workshops at the district’s 
middle schools;

◆ social emotional encour-
agement funding at Parcells 
Middle School;

◆ books and a therapy dog 
program for Pierce Middle 
School students;

◆ a sensory room at Pierce 

Middle School; and
◆ an exercise and sensory 

walkway at Grosse Pointe 
South.

The school board voted unan-
imously to accept the grant 
awards from the foundation.

“It is a pleasure to be able to 
present this signifi cant invest-
ment back to the school dis-
trict, knowing that these grants 
will directly and positively 
impact our students, our teach-
ers and staff and our entire 
community,” said Kathy Fisk, 
co-chair of the GPFPE Grants 
Committee, in a press release. 
“Every year, we are impressed 
with the thoughtfulness and 
creativity of those who submit 
these grants and this season is 
no exception. Each of these 
grants, from the smallest to the 
most substantial, will contrib-
ute to the success of our stu-
dents and the continued 
excellence of our public school 
district.”

By Michael Hartt
Schools Reporter

Foundation awards grants to school district

 Teens with a permit or license are eligible. 

www.teenstreetskills.org

SAFETY TIP #9
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What should do (or not do) when your vehicle gets 
pulled over by the police? It is important to remain 
calm, keep your hands on the steering wheel and your 
seat belt on, until instructed to do otherwise by the
approaching offi cer. He will provide instructions
to you once he has assessed the situation.
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outcome, but because he 
lost to another candidate 
— Ginny Jeup — by only 
14 votes, he felt com-
pelled to fi le.

“The only question in 
my mind is whether there 
were any potential mis-
takes, so it’s not a ques-
tion of any sort of fraud 
or any sort of (election) 
stealing,” Klepp said. 
“When you’re talking 
about 31,000 total ballots 
cast and 14 votes being 
the difference (between 
candidates), (there could 
have been mistakes) like 
a circle that didn’t get 
fi lled in completely or a 
stray mark on a ballot 
that wasn’t intended (to 
be counted) as a vote.”

Klepp fi led the recount 

petition the day after the 
Wayne County Board of 
Canvassers unanimously 
certified the county’s 
elections.

He solicited donations 
from his supporters to 
pay for the estimated 
$8,000 to $10,000 in fees 
and legal costs for the 
recount and also asked 
people to act as recount 
observers.

Klepp said his cam-
paign is nearing its fund-
raising goal for the effort 
and he has been over-
joyed by the support he 
has received.

“(We have gotten) sig-
nifi cant fi nancial support 
that has come from many, 
many, many different 
individual sources, so 
that’s been terrifi c,” he 
said. “(We are) probably 
within a day or two of 
achieving our fundrais-

ing goals. And then 
there’s been just a (pleth-
ora) of people who have 
offered to participate in 
the observation process.”

RECOUNT:
Continued from page 1A

At the Nov. 28 Grosse Pointe Public 
School System Board of Education 
meeting, the board voted to approve 
the superintendent’s evaluation on a 
5-2 margin.

Trustee Ahmed Ismail and Secretary 
Lisa Papas voted against the resolu-
tion, while President Joseph Herd, Vice 
President Colleen Worden, Treasurer 
Margaret Weertz, Trustee David 
Brumbaugh and Trustee Christopher 
Lee voted in favor of it.

Ismail did not explicitly specify why 
he voted against the measure, but he 
expressed disapproval of the method-

ology of the evaluation prior to the 
vote. He could not elaborate on his 
comment because the evaluation was 
discussed in a closed door session and 
therefore could not be discussed until 
after the board voted.

Superintendent Jon Dean’s overall 
evaluation score was 94 percent, which 
placed him in the “highly effective” cat-
egory. The rating will have an implica-
tion in Dean’s future contract 
extensions, as it is generally cited as a 
reason to approve or deny an exten-
sion.

— Michael Hartt

School board evaluates 
Superintendent Dean

Following a presenta-
tion at the Nov. 14 Grosse 
Pointe Public School 
Sys tem Board  o f 
Education meeting, 
which detailed a pro-
posal to sell the 6.49 
acres of land on which 
Poupard Elementary 
School currently stands, 
the school board voted in 
favor of the sale 5-2 at its 
Nov. 28 meeting.

Trustee Ahmed Ismail 
and Secretary Lisa Papas 
voted against the resolu-
tion, while President 
Joseph Herd, Vice 
P r e s i d e n t  C o l l e e n 
Worden,  Treasurer 
Margaret Weertz, Trustee 
David Brumbaugh and 
Trustee Christopher Lee 
voted in favor of it.

With the contract 
approved, the land and 
school building will be 

sold to Robertson 
Brothers  Co. ,  for 
$650,000. Robertson 
Brothers has agreed to 
demolish the approxi-
mately 63,000-square-
foot building as part of 
the sale agreement, 
which will cost between 
$10 and $12 per square 
foot.

The sale will be con-
summated by a land con-
tract  with several 
contingencies, most 
notably including one 
that requires government 
approvals be secured for 
the intended use of the 
land — the development 
of at least 100 attached 
townhomes and stacked 
fl at units that are between 
700 to 1,400 square feet.

Ismail had several res-
ervations about the sale 
agreement, but said he 
primarily opposed it 
because it is impossible 
to know whether district 

enrollment will reach a 
point where the land 
would need to be used.

“I just think it is bad 
public policy when we 
have (this property) and 
we can’t recreate (this 
property when it is sold),” 
Ismail said. “The sale of a 
property bothers me and 
it was the same feeling I 
had with the 389 St. Clair 
sale.”

Worden, in contrast, 
wholeheartedly sup-
ported the sale of the 
property.

“The problem is that 
we have declining enroll-
ment and there (are) rea-
sons for that,” she said. 
“And the statistics have 
shown that people in our 
community are not hav-
ing large families any 
longer. So this very idea 
that we are going to hold 
onto these buildings and 
repurpose them, it’s just 
not happening”

Poupard sale approved 5-2
By Michael Hartt
Schools Reporter

Students at Maire Elementary School have been busier than usual lately. In ad-
dition to a sock collection during the month of October, top, the student council 
packed 25 Thanksgiving bags for Grosse Pointe families, above. Each grade 
level was assigned a Thanksgiving side item to add to each food bag. Many fam-
ilies chose to donate $25 gift cards for each family in need to purchase a turkey 
or meat of choice for their family meal.

Thanks 
for 
giving

COURTESY PHOTOS
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FINANCING AVAILABLE FINANCING AVAILABLE ††

On purchases of $500 or more with your 
Sargent credit card made between 12/1/22 to 12/4/22

44DAYSDAYS
ONLYONLY

1212//11,,  1212//22
1212//33,  1212//44

SALES EVENT
SALES EVENT

EXTENDED!
EXTENDED!

MACOMB TOWNSHIP STORE
586-226-2266
20201 HALL ROAD

between Romeo Plank & Heidenrich

GRATIOT STORE
586-791-0560

35950 GRATIOT AVE.
CLINTON TWP.

ROCHESTER STORE
248-652-9700 • 600 MAIN ST. • ROCHESTER

800-440-5774

 LIKE US AT
facebook.com/sargentappliance

† Subject to credit approval.  Minimum monthly payments required.  See store for details. * On in-stock items if ordered before 2pm Monday-Saturday, 20 mile radius of our Macomb Warehouse, $89.95 delivery charge.f ordered before 2pm MoM dnday SSaturday 20 mile radius

A Michigan
Family Business

Serving You Since 1954!
• Family Owned & operated for over 57 Years!
• Delivery & installation by Sargent staff
• Appliance parts availability
• 30-day price protection

• Member of The Nationwide Buying Group
   with purchasing power of over 1000
   dealers which means you get
   competitive pricing

SARGENT ADVANTAGES

120122

PTW605BSRWS • PTD60EBSRWS

FEATURES:
WASHER
• 4.9 Cu Ft. Capacity
• SmartHQ™

•  10-year Limited 
Warranty

ELECTRIC DRYER
• 7.4 Cu. Ft. Capacity
• SmartHQ™

•  Sensor Dry

Top Load
Laundry Pair

GNE27JYMFS

Stainless
Steel
Refrigerator
FEATURES:
• 27 cu. ft.
•  Fingerprint 

Resistant Stainless
• LED lighting

GTS19KGNRWW

Top-Freezer
Refrigerator
FEATURES:
• 19.2 cu. ft. Capacity
• Premium Inner Door
•  #1 in Quality and 

Dependability

GARAGE
GARAGE

READY!
READY!

JVM3160DFBB

Over-the-Range 
Microwave Oven
FEATURES:
• 1.6 cu. ft. capacity
•  Convenience cooking 

controls
•  Auto and time defrost

ONLY JUST ONLY JUST
12 MONTH PROMOTIONAL FINANCING!* 12 MONTH PROMOTIONAL FINANCING!* 12 MONTH PROMOTIONAL FINANCING!* 12 MONTH PROMOTIONAL FINANCING!*

NEXT DAY DELIVERY! NEXT DAY DELIVERY! ** NEXT DAY DELIVERY! NEXT DAY DELIVERY! ** NEXT DAY DELIVERY! NEXT DAY DELIVERY! ** NEXT DAY DELIVERY! NEXT DAY DELIVERY! **

$219!!$1599!!

FOR THE PAIR

$1298!! $699!!

REFRIGERATOR: 27.9 cu. ft., Autofi ll water, Fingerprint Resistant, LED Lighting (PVD28BYNFS)
GAS RANGE: No Preheat Air Fry, Built-In WiFi, Convection (PSS93YPFS)
OVER-THE-RANGE MICROWAVE: 1.7 cu. ft., Fast Cook, Sensor Cooking (PVM9179SRSS)
DISHWASHER: Dry Boost™, Built-In Third Rack, 45 dBA quiet (PDT715SYNFS)

NEXT DAY DELIVERY! NEXT DAY DELIVERY! **

REFRIGERATOR: 27.7 cu. ft., Space-Saving Icemaker, Fingerprint Resistant Stainless (GFE28GYNFS)
GAS RANGE: Air Fry, Edge-to-edge cooktop, Integrated griddle (JGB735SPSS)
OVER-THE-RANGE MICROWAVE: 1.9 cu. ft., Sensor cooking, 1000 watts (JVM7195SKSS)
DISHWASHER: Dry Boost™, Steam + Sani, 48 dBA quiet (GDP645SYNFS)

NEXT DAY DELIVERY! NEXT DAY DELIVERY! **
PFW950SPTDS • PFD95GSPTDS

Smart Front Load
Laundry Pair

FEATURES:
WASHER;
• 5.3 Cu Ft. Capacity
• SmartHQ™
•  1 Step Wash + Dry

ELECTRIC DRYER;
• 7.8 Cu. Ft. Capacity
• SmartHQ™
•  Steam Sanitize

Pedestals sold separately

NEXT DAY DELIVERY! NEXT DAY DELIVERY! **

12 MONTH PROMOTIONAL FINANCING!*

ONLY
12 MONTH PROMOTIONAL FINANCING!*

JUST
12 MONTH PROMOTIONAL FINANCING!*

ONLY
$6036!! $3346!!

$6436 $3746
After Mail-in Rebate After Mail-in Rebate $2398!!

FOR THE PAIR

$$$$$$$$$$$$

WFG515S0MS • WMH31017HS

FEATURES:
GAS RANGE
• 5.0 Cu Ft. Total Capacity
• Two SpeedHeat™ Burners
• Frozen Bake™ Technology
MICROWAVE
• 1.7 Cu. Ft. 
•  Electronic Touch Controls 
•  2-Speed, 300 CFM Motor Class

Stainless Steel 
Cooking Pair

NEXT DAY DELIVERY! NEXT DAY DELIVERY! **

$$$$$$$$$$$$

FFFU16F2VW

Upright
Freezer
FEATURES:
• 16 cu. ft.
•  EvenTemp™ Cooling 

System
•  Flexible Interior 

Organization System

NEXT DAY DELIVERY! NEXT DAY DELIVERY! **

REFRIGERATOR: 25.6 cu. ft., CrispSeal™, SpaceWise® Organization System (GRSS2652AF)
GAS RANGE: 5.6 cu. ft., Air Fry technology, True Convection, 5 Burner Cooktop (FGGH3047VF)
OVER-THE-RANGE MICROWAVE: 1.9 cu. ft., LED lighting, 1000 watts (FGBM19WNVF)
DISHWASHER: OrbitClean®, EvenDry™, 49 dBA quiet, 30-minute Cuick Clean (FPID2498SF)

NEXT DAY DELIVERY! NEXT DAY DELIVERY! **

12 MONTH PROMOTIONAL FINANCING!*

ONLY
12 MONTH PROMOTIONAL FINANCING!*

JUST
12 MONTH PROMOTIONAL FINANCING!*

ONLY$878!! $749!! $3526!!
WRS325SDHZ

Side-by-Side
Refrigerator
FEATURES:
•  25 Cu. Ft.
• Frameless Glass Shelves
• EveryDrop™ Water Filtration

NEXT DAY DELIVERY! NEXT DAY DELIVERY! **
WFW5605MC•WED5605MC

Front Load
Laundry Pair
FEATURES:
WASHER
• 4.5 Cu. Ft. Capacity
• Quick Wash Cycle
• Sanitize Cycle
ELECTRIC DRYER
• 7.4 Cu. Ft. Capacity
• Wrinkle Shield™ Option
• Intuitive Controls 

Pedestals sold separately

NEXT DAY DELIVERY! NEXT DAY DELIVERY! **
WTW4955HW•WED4950HW

Top Load
Laundry Pair
FEATURES:
WASHER
• 3.8 Cu. Ft. Capacity
• Stainless Steel Wash Basket
• Soil Level Selection
ELECTRIC DRYER
• 7.0 Cu. Ft. Capacity
• AutoDry™ Drying System 
• Wrinkle Shield™ Option

NEXT DAY DELIVERY! NEXT DAY DELIVERY! **

12 MONTH PROMOTIONAL FINANCING!*

ONLY
12 MONTH PROMOTIONAL FINANCING!*

JUST
12 MONTH PROMOTIONAL FINANCING!*

ONLY$1399!! $1598!! $1098!!
BLACK FRIDAY 11/25 FOR THE PAIR FOR THE PAIR
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It’s been three months 
since Daniel Beever’s 
first day on the job at 
Patterson Park.

In the weeks following 
his Sept. 1 start, his work 
created a considerable 
buzz in the community.

Grosse Pointe Park res-
ident Ed Kerfoot wrote to 
the Grosse Pointe News 
requesting a story on 
Beever, who “is working 
by himself to beautify the 
strip between the board-
walk and the lake. His 
name is Danny and he 
really takes pride in his 
single-handed project to 
clean up, weed and some-
what remodel this area 
so the GPP residents will 
enjoy their visits to the 
park and especially while 
sitting on the boardwalk 
benches ...”

Other residents tele-
phoned or stopped by in 
person to gush about 
Beever’s commitment to 
cleaning up — and add-
ing his personal touch to 
— an area that had been 
overlooked during the 
pandemic.

“It was overgrown,” 
Beever said. “The rocks 
were upright and jag-
gedy, like all the rocks 
that made up the seawall. 
I’d never seen thistle that 
had grown so tall.”

When Beever applied 
for the position, he wasn’t 
sure what to expect. 
When he contacted gar-
den staff supervisor 
Corin Vance about the 
post, “I told her I don’t 
have a lot of experience 
in gardening, but I enjoy 
making things look 
pretty,” he recalled. 
“Corin’s the one who put 
me on the boardwalk. 
People walk here every 
day. I had seen how over-
grown things had got-
ten.”

Beever started the proj-
ect cultivating dirt, clean-

ing up overgrown 
grasses, picking thistle, 
pulling weeds and raking 
vines.

“It’s much more beauti-
ful when the fl owers are 
in full bloom,” he said 
during a late-fall tour of 
the area. “I thought it was 
going to take forever to 
get through all the weeds. 

But once the weeds were 
gone,  the f lowers 
emerged.”

The more work he 
accomplished, he said, 
the more interesting 
things got.

“The more I started 
working — flattening 
rocks, fi lling in, making 
the flowers neater in 

their beds — I was fi nd-
ing things in the weeds,” 
he said.

Things like historic 
bricks, clamshells, a pos-
sibly century-old skate 
blade, a rusted basketball 
hoop and even an antique 
garden roller. 

“Everything out here 
has such history, it’s like 
a archeological dig,” 
Beever said. “I’ve found 
bricks with different 
companies’ names on 
them. A lot of them are 
from Ohio. One brick, I 
went down into my base-
ment in Grosse Pointe 
Park and it’s the same 
brick my house was built 
from in 1917.

“... When the sun hits 
all these things — the 
golden hour — the names 
on bricks pop out and 
light up and you can read 
them.”

Each item he finds, 
whether a piece of drift-
wood or a peculiarly 
shaped rock, he positions 

in a way he hopes pass-
ersby fi nd pleasing.

“I’m trying to bring up 
as much driftwood as I 

can,” he said. “That’s 
where I started with this, 
before the bricks and 
other things. I thought it 
would look neat in the 
garden, out here on 
what’s left of the land. … 
The more the flowers 
start to go, the more I 
thought people should 
have something to look 
at. I started to bring more 
artifacts up, so there’s 
always something differ-
ent for people to see.” 

A co-worker began 
taking Beever’s fi nds — a 
handful of green glass, 
pottery shards, broken 
shells — and arranging 
them into artful displays.

Beever has taken some 
creative liberties with his 
discoveries, too, decorat-
ing a mossy, snakelike 
branch to resemble 
“Nessie,” and compiling 
bricks and other trinkets 
to sculpt a freighter.

“People love my heart 
rocks,” he said. “They’re 
so uniquely shaped; 
they’re so old and have 
been here so long, the 

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Environmental art catches eyes at Patterson

PHOTOS COURTESY OF DANIEL BEEVER

Left, the sun sets along the stretch of land now clear 
of clutter near the boardwalk at Patterson Park. 
Above, an eroded chunk of concrete resembles the 
gaping mouth of a hippo taking a dip in the lake.

PHOTOS BY JODY MCVEIGH

Above and left, pottery shards, bricks and other 
items discovered along the shoreline have been ar-
ranged in eye-pleasing ways next to the boardwalk. 
Below, Beever stands among a section he fashioned 
to resemble the ruins of an ancient city.

PHOTO COURTESY OF DANIEL BEEVER

See ART, page 8B

120122

Integrity. Heritage. Lifestyle.

2021 Top Producer at Higbie Maxon Agney.

Melissa Singh
melissa@higbiemaxon.com
313-886-3400
313-289-9990
higbiemaxon.com

120122

96 Kercheval Avenue • On-the-Hill
Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236sir.com 313.888.8800
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The War Memorial
The War Memorial, 32 

Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms, offers a variety of 
programs. To register or 
purchase tickets for the 
following, visit war
memorial.org:

◆ The Dave Sharpe 
Worlds Quartet, featuring 
Elden Kelly, from 7:30 to 
9:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 
1. VIP tickets are $48 and 
include a private recep-
tion and preferred seat-
ing; concert-only tickets 
are $25.

◆  C a l l i g r a p h y : 
Introduction to the 
Pointed Pen and Holiday 
Flourishes, from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 
3. Cost is $95.

◆ Kids Cookie Rookies: 
H o l i d a y  C o o k i e 
Decorating Class, 11 a.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 4. Cost is 
$65.

◆  Adul t  Cookie 
Decorating 101: Holiday 
Cookies, 2 p.m. Sunday, 
Dec. 4. Cost is $65.

◆ Magical Holidays 
w i th  Gordon  the 
Magician, from 4:30 to 
6:30 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 

11. General admission is 
$18 per person.

The Helm
The Helm at the Boll 

Life Center, 158 Ridge, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, 
offers a variety of classes 
a n d  p r o g r a m s . 
Registration is required 
at (313) 882-9600 for the 
following:

◆ Medicare Open 
Enrollment, through Dec. 
7. Schedule an appoint-
ment by calling (313) 
649-2110.

◆ The movie “12 
Mighty Orphans” is 
shown at 12:30 p.m. 
Friday, Dec. 2. Cost is $3 
for members, $5 for non-
members, and includes 
snacks.

◆ Holiday Cookie/
Dessert Competition, 
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Dec. 6. Cost is 
$6 for members, $8 for 
nonmembers.

◆ Meet the Author, 1 to 
2 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 
7. Stefan Szymanski, 
Ph.D., author of “City of 
Champions: A History of 
Triumph and Defeat in 

Detroit,” speaks.
◆ Holiday Party, 11:30 

a.m. to 1 p.m. Wednesday, 
Dec. 14. Cost is $20 for 
members, $24 for non-
members.

◆ The movie “The Man 
Who Invented Christmas” 
is shown at 12:30 p.m. 
Friday, Dec. 16. Cost is $3 
for members, $5 for non-
members, and includes 
snacks.

◆ Body Alignment, 1 to 
2 p.m. Mondays for 
beginners and 2:30 to 
3:45 p.m. Mondays for 
intermediate students. 
Gwendolyn J. Scales 
instructs this free class.

◆ Wise Guys conversa-
tion group for men, 9 to 
10 a.m. Mondays. 

◆  Conversat ional 
French, noon to 1:30 p.m. 
Fridays for beginners, 
and 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Tuesdays and 1:30 to 3 
p.m. Fridays for interme-
diate students. Dr. Dib 
Saab instructs this free 
class.

◆ Reiki, 1 to 2 p.m. the 
fi rst and third Tuesdays 
of each month. Cost is $7 
for members, $10 for 
nonmembers.

◆ Yoga, 9 to 10 a.m. 
Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays. Cost is $7 
for members, $10 for 
nonmembers.

◆ Chair Yoga, 10:15 to 
11:15 a.m. Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays; 
and 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Mondays and 
Wednesdays. Cost is $7 
for members, $10 for 
nonmembers.

◆ Guided Meditation, 1 
to 2 p.m. Thursdays, with 
instructor Jonathan 
Itchon. Cost is $7 for 
members, $10 for non-
members.

◆ Grief Work support 
group, 2 to 4 p.m. the fi rst 
and third Thursdays of 
each month, with psy-
chotherapist  Frank 
Wilberding.

◆ Enhance Fitness, 
10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
and 11:45 a.m. to 12:45 
p.m. Wednesdays, with 
instructor Paul Clark. 
This program is free to 
members and nonmem-
bers.

Ford House
The Edsel & Eleanor 

Ford House,  1100 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Shores, offers the follow-
ing programs:

◆ Drop-In Studio: 
Holiday Cards, 10 a.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 3.

◆ Cookies with Santa, 
2 to 7 p.m. Dec. 3, 6, 7, 10, 
13, 14 and 17. Cost is $20 
for members, $30 for 
nonmembers.

◆ Holiday Tea & Tour, 
noon, 12:15 p.m. and 
12:30 p.m. Thursdays, 
Dec. 8 and 22. Cost is $55 
for members, $75 for 
nonmembers.

◆  Talk: Detroit’s 
Design DNA: The DIA’s 
1949 For Modern Living 
Exhibit ion, 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 8.

◆ Breakfast with Santa, 
various times Sundays, 
Dec. 11 and 18. Cost is 
$50 for members, $65 for 
nonmembers, $25 for 
children members, $35 
for children nonmem-
bers.

◆ Mistletoe Mingle, 7 
p.m. Thursday, Dec. 15 

and 29. Includes drinks 
light refreshments and a 
tour of the estate. Cost is 
$45 for members, $65 for 
nonmembers.

For tickets and infor-
mation, visit fordhouse.
org.

GPAA
The Grosse Pointe 

Artists Association opens 
its Your Old Mansion lec-
ture series at 2 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 4, with his-
torian and architect 
Bruce Kopytek, who will 
talk about the heyday of 
Hudson’s department 
store and what’s in store 
for Northland Mall. 
Tickets are $20 for GPAA 
members, $25 for non-
members. Visit grosse
pointeartcenter.org.

Library
The Grosse Pointe 

Public Library hosts a 
variety of programs. To 
register for the following, 
visit grossepointelibrary.
org.

◆ Little Learners Hour 
of Code, 4:15 to 5:15 p.m. 
Tuesday, Dec. 6, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆  Detroit  Guitar 
Conservatory Classic 
Guitar Recital, 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
Dec. 7, at Ewald, 15175 
E. Jefferson, Grosse 
Pointe Park.

◆ Senior Hustle for 
Health Dance Class, 1 to 
2 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 8, 
at Ewald, 15175 E. 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

Questers
The Pear Tree Questers 

meet at noon Thursday, 
Dec. 8, at the Grosse 
Pointe Yacht Club for the 
group’s annual Christmas 
p a r t y .  M e m b e r 
Bernadette Lindquist 
coordinated the lun-
cheon. Members are 
asked to bring an 
unwrapped new toy to 
donate to a children’s 
charity.

Jardinieres
L a  S o c i e t e  d e s 

Jardinieres meets at 5 

p.m. Thursday, Dec. 8, at 
the home of member 
Kathie Smith, for the 
group’s annual Christmas 
party. Dinner will be fol-
lowed by a “sparkling 
white” gift exchange. 
Members have decided 
to donate to a family in 
need from the metro 
Detroit area. 

Ecumenical 
Breakfast

The Grosse Pointe 
Men’s  Ecumenica l 
Breakfast meets at 7:45 
a.m. Friday, Dec. 9, at 
Grosse Pointe Memorial 
Church, 16 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms. Jeff 
Lincicome, pastor and 
head of staff at Grosse 
Pointe Memorial Church, 
speaks. Cost for break-
fast is $7. Registration is 
not required and first-
time guests eat free. 

Mini Picassos
Mini Picassos, 21520 

Harper, St. Clair Shores, 
presents Mistletoe Foot 
Print Day, from 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 15. 
Cost is $30 per canvas; 
each canvas can fi t up to 
three feet. Call (313) 283-
6710.

Mini Picassos, 21520 
Harper, St. Clair Shores, 
offers Holiday Break 
Mini Art Camp, from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Wednesday, 
Dec. 28, for students in 
kindergarten through 
sixth grade. Cost is $48 
and include snacks and 
drinks. Register online at 
minipicassosstudio.com/
hol iday-break-mini -
camp.

Healthy GP
Healthy Grosse Pointe 

& Harper Woods meets 
via Zoom at 8:30 a.m. the 
third Wednesday of each 
month. Its mission is to 
reduce substance abuse 
among youth and across 
the community, as well as 
promote optimal mental 
health through action, 
education and collabora-
tion. Those interested in 
attending meetings 
should email Sasha 
Murphy at smurphy@
careofsem.com.

AREA ACTIVITIES

Corewell Health East, 
through its Healthy 
Communities Initiative, 
will again offer the Mood 
Lifters mental health pro-
gram to metro Detroit 
community members at a 
low out-of-pocket cost. 

Using a computer and 
an internet connection, 
people experiencing 
symptoms of anxiety or 
depression — or those 
who just wish to feel better 
— can participate in a one-
hour-per-week, 15-week 
Mood Lifters group. The 
groups are centered 
around developing practi-
cal skills to help improve 
long-term mental well-
being, which ties in with 
Corewell Health’s efforts 
to increase healthy life-

style opportunities in the 
area.

A 2019 Community 
Health Needs Assessment 
conducted by then-Beau-
mont Health identified 
mental wellness as one of 
the three key health prior-
ities to address in the 
region. Suzanne M. 
Berschback, healthy com-
munities manager for 
Beaumont Health, partici-
pated in the Mood Lifters 
program and brought it 
back to the hospital to con-
sider. 

“Everything about the 
course was not only use-
ful, but potentially life-
changing for some 
people,” she said. 

Results from last winter 
and spring show that, on 

average, anxiety, depres-
sion and feelings of stress 
were cut in half and people 
who started the program 
with more severe symp-
toms improved the most. 
Members also experi-
enced better sleep, 
improved relationships 
and reported feeling more 
positive emotions gener-
ally. Since its fi rst pre-pilot 
group in 2016, Mood 
Lifters has helped more 
than 1,000 people online 
and in person with similar 
results.

Starting this month, res-
idents of Wayne, Oakland 
and Macomb counties can 
join Mood Lifters online 
for just $10 — a fraction of 
the cost of traditional men-
tal health care and backed 

with solid evidence, unlike 
many app-based or virtual 
programs.

Dr. Patricia Deldin, 
founder and creator of 
Mood Lifters said, “Once 
again, Beaumont demon-
strates their forward-look-
ing vision by providing 
evidence-based mental 
wellness care to people in 
our state by bringing our 
Mood Lifters program to 
people in need where they 
are most comfortable 
receiving it— in their own 
home.”

Mood Lifters works dif-
ferently than a therapy or 
support group. The pro-
gram combines peer-led 
mental health skills train-

Corewell Health East to sponsor 
second round of Mood Lifters program

See MOOD, page 3B

Recognition
Senior District Executive Gary Lippard Jr. from the 
Sunrise District of the Boy Scouts of America, which 
includes the Grosse Pointes, recently visited the 
Grosse Pointe Optimist Club to update members 
about the current status of the scouting program. 
Optimist President Dave Fries, left, accepts the Boy 
Scout leadership plaque from Lippard. The plaque 
recognizes the Optimists’ donation to scouting.

PHOTO COURTESY OF KENT COMMER
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CONCIERGE
Cardiovascular Medicine

HEALTHSPAN IS A CONCIERGE MEDICAL CLINIC

PROVIDING PREVENTATIVE MEDICINE WITH A FOCUS ON

GENOMICS, NUTRITION AND LIFESTYLE.

Dr. Ginette Gomez, board certified Cardiologist

provides strategies to optimize your

health and performance by focusing on

prevention of chronic disease and longevity.

Sell your Art, Antiques, 
Furniture, etc. in our new 
section featuring treasures

and vintage items from
here in the local area and 

around the region.

What’s Old Is News Again!

Special Pricing!
plus free
photo

$20
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17131 Kercheval Ave.
Grosse Pointe In the Village

313.882.7256 • shopvillagepalm.com

17133 Kercheval Ave.
Grosse Pointe In the Village

313.882.7256

A                           Signature Store

RESORT WEAR FOR THE 
ENTIRE FAMILY

12
01

22

17112 Kercheval Avenue
Grosse Pointe • In-The-Village

313-887-1774 • shopsmallfavors.com

12
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BEST
BEST

of the

20        2

It’s time to order your Holiday
Michigan Box from Small Favors!

We have fi lled our Michigan Box once again 
with our favorite Michigan made goodies

for 2022! They make fantastic gifts for
coworkers, clients or employees, holiday 
hostess gifts or the perfect way to send

some Michigan love to family and friends! 

Available to ship on our website
www.shopsmallfavors.com

or pick up in store.
Hurry before they are gone.

For large orders, call us and we can help!
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The newly created 
Harper Woods Business 
Association officially 
launched Oct. 11, with a 
well-attended network-
ing event.

Feedback was positive, 
said Grosse Pointe native 
Peter Maniaci, who is 
spearheading the effort.

“I’m excited about it,” 
he added. “And I’m hum-
bled and honored the city 
put confi dence in me to 
champion it, get it off the 
ground and build a mem-
bership base. We’ve been 
missing this for so long. 
There was a desire, but 
nobody was there to take 
the next step.”

Maniaci has a wealth of 
experience in the Harper 
Woods business commu-
nity. 

“Throughout my child-
hood, even before I was 
born, my family owned 
and operated businesses 
in Harper Woods,” he 
said. “I grew up working 
summers at the family 
business. I’ve been in and 
around the community a 
long time and in various 
ways.”

After high school, 
Maniaci earned bache-
lor ’s and master ’s 
degrees in accounting 
from Michigan State 
University. Upon return-

ing to Grosse Pointe, he 
realized he wasn’t excited 
about his prospects. 
Instead, he took an inter-
est in real estate, invest-
ing and developing, so he 
earned a broker’s license 
and landed a job with 
Saros Real  Estate 
Services. 

Naturally, he once 
again became interested 
in the community and 
surrounding areas.

“Three or four years 
ago, I started to get a lot 
more active,” he said. “I 
started supporting differ-
ent organizations and 
causes, started getting to 
know the city administra-
tors, the city council. Of 
course, I frequented busi-
ness association meet-
ings, chamber meetings, 
networking events.”

Maniaci started to 
notice Harper Woods 
didn’t have much to offer 
by way of business net-
working.

“So I went down the 
path of fi guring out if a 
business association 
exists and, if not, is it 
something we can bring 
together?” he said. “There 
may have been one in the 
past, but it had fi zzled out 
and was never resur-
rected.”

Conversations with city 
administrators and coun-
cil members, as well as 
members of the business 

community, regarding a 
potential business asso-
ciation yielded positive 
results. Several people 
were surprised one didn’t 
already exist and many 
said having such an asso-
ciation would be benefi -
cial.

As the Harper Woods 
Business Association 
began to take shape, 
Maniaci envisioned pro-
viding business owners a 
way to get together, con-
nect, network and remain 
informed.

“It’s an ecosystem 
where we can all play off 
of each other,” he said.

“The city is open to it; 
the business owners are 
open to it,” he added, “but 
how do we make it differ-
ent than last time?”

The solution involved 
bringing together older, 
established businesses 
with new developments.

“A huge catalyst is the 
r e d e v e l o p m e n t  o f 
Eastland,” Maniaci said, 
noting the substantial 
investment coming to the 
f u t u r e  E a s t l a n d 
Commerce Center. A rep-
utable developer likely 
will yield a high probabil-
ity of success with up to 
20 new businesses, he 
added.

“This (business associ-
ation) will be a path to 
not just existing, smaller 
businesses or retailers, 

but to forthcoming larger 
businesses,” he said.

Between existing and 
new businesses, Maniaci 
expects to fi nd good trac-
tion in the community 
and a solid membership 
base, as evidenced by the 
kickoff meeting. Of the 
city’s 180 active business 
licenses, Maniaci has 
reached out to 100 of 
them; 75 percent indi-
cated interest, he said. 

“We’re encouraged by 
the response we’re get-
ting.”

Meetings initially will 
take place quarterly, 
though could become 
monthly as momentum 
builds.

“Within two years, we 
want to be ramped up to 
monthly meetings,” 
Maniaci said. “By the 
time we get to that point, 
we’re going to have, of 
engaged business owners 
in the city, we would like 
to have 65 to 70 percent 
engagement from them.”

A d d i t i o n a l l y,  a s 
Eastland progresses and 
plans are formed for the 
f o r m e r  P o u p a r d 
Elementary School site, 
Maniaci anticipates more 
interested members.

“The timing has never 
been better to put a busi-
ness association in the 
city,” he said.

Next steps include 
legally forming the orga-

nization, building mem-
bership and creating a 
website.

“I’m focused on that,” 
Maniaci said, “on build-
ing and getting more par-
ticipation, and working 
on what the value propo-
sition to the business 
community is.”

As the association 
grows and develops, 
Maniaci envisions a 
newsletter, a listing of 
volunteer opportunities 
and networking events, 
as well as other resources 
for members.

“We want to give busi-
ness owners information 
they otherwise can’t fi nd 
and provide them that 
introduction,” he said. 
“We’re looking to be a 
resource. I’m confi dent in 
that value and businesses 
are jumping on board.”

Currently, Maniaci is 
looking for a soft commit-
ment from businesses, 
meaning membership is 
free of charge — for now.

“As we continue to 
build, we’ll transition 
members to a fee base,” 
he added. “Now, we’re 
inviting folks to join and 
stay informed as we build 
momentum.” 

Though the focus is on 
Harper Woods busi-
nesses, Maniaci isn’t lim-
iting the organization’s 
growth.

“I realize there’s no 

sense in building walls or 
creating strict rules on 
who can and can’t join,” 
he said. “I’m open to com-
municating with anybody 
who wants to get 
involved.”

That communication 
can start simply via email. 
Maniaci can be reached 
at pnm2190@gmail.com.

“I want this to open the 
door for dialogue with 
business owners, seeing 
what their story is, what 
their challenges are, how 
we can be of assistance,” 
he said. “... What do these 
folks need as business 
owners in Harper Woods? 
What doesn’t exist now 
and how do we deliver? I 
want to make sure their 
questions are answered, 
they have a place to con-
gregate and network and 
that we stimulate com-
munity and local busi-
nesses.

“I’m grateful for the 
opportunity,” he added, 
“that the city trusts me 
and the vision we’re mov-
ing forward, and for 
everybody that’s been 
involved thus far, like 
( H a r p e r  Wo o d s 
C o m m u n i t y  a n d 
Economic Development 
Deputy Director) Stephen 
Lindley and folks at the 
kickoff meeting. I’m 
excited and I’m looking 
forward to connecting 
with more folks.”

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

GP native helps form HW Business Association

ing built on the latest evidence-based sci-
ence with a tracking system that each 
member can personalize to achieve their 
own goals. Some people report a boost in 
mood as early as the fi rst meeting using 
the program’s easy-to-navigate and prac-
tical steps to help themselves feel better. 

In the words of a former participant: 
“Mood Lifters has helped me more than 
decades of therapy. It provided ways for 
me to deal with serious changes in my 
life that may have otherwise devastated 
me.”

Deldin created Mood Lifters to help the 
epidemic of people who aren’t receiving 
suffi cient mental health care — a world-
wide problem. 

“I’m determined to make instant, broad 
access to effective, evidence-based men-
tal health treatment available to people 

in pain — wherever they are and what-
ever their means,” she said. 

Her dream is to tap into the work of the 
world’s best mental health researchers 
and make an expanding set of resources 
available to improve lives everywhere.

Mood Lifters has collaborated with 
researchers and advocates for specifi c 
populations to create specially designed 
programs for parents of children in pal-
liative care, high-level athletes, college 
students, persons diagnosed with bipolar 
disorder and seniors. In the coming 
months, Corewell and Mood Lifters are 
seeking to collaborate with senior cen-
ters to offer groups just for metro Detroit 
seniors. Eventually, Deldin hopes to also 
fi ll the need for support to eldercare giv-
ers as well, while continuing to partner 
with organizations and businesses to 
support their populations.

For more information about joining an 
upcoming group, visit moodlifters.com or 
email info@mood-lifters.com.

MOOD:
Continued from page 2BKaren and Col. Nick Straffon, 

directors of the Michigan 
chapter of Wreaths Across 
America, recently spoke to 
members of the Grosse Pointe 
Optimist Club about the orga-
nization, which recognizes 
and places wreaths on the 
graves of fallen U.S. veterans 
every December. This year’s 
wreath placement will take 
place at noon Saturday, Dec. 
17, at Resurrection Cemetery 
in Clinton Township. For 
more information, visit 
wreathsacrossamerica.org. 
Pictured, from left, are 
Optimist Club President Dave 
Fries of the City of Grosse 
Pointe, with Karen and Nick 
Straffon, who were awarded 
Optimist certifi cates of appre-
ciation. The Optimists also 
presented the Straffons with a 
$150 donation check to WAA 
to fund the purchase of more 
wreaths.

PHOTO COURTESY OF KENT COMMER
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The Helm at the Boll Life Center is
collecting nonperishable food and other 
items for its annual gift bags for home-
bound seniors in the Grosse Pointes and 
Harper Woods.WW

“This is one of our favorite traditions,”
said Peggy Hayes, executive director of 
The Helm. “We have been doing this
well over 10 years and so many people
look forward to it, both from the giving
and receiving ends. Each year we re-
ceive calls and letters of thanks from the
volunteers who deliver to the seniors
and from the seniors who receive the
packages about how much this means
to them. It truly is a heartwarming ac-
tivity.”

Every bag is filled with at least 50
items — from canned soup and tuna, 
fruit cups, individual-sized packages
of cookies, crackers and snacks, juice 
boxes, individual packets of coffee, tea
bags, personal-sized hand sanitizer,
large-print puzzle books, calendars and
much more.

“We’ve made it easier than ever for 
people to donate this year,” said Heidi
Uhlig-Johnstone, director of volunteer 
services at The Helm. “We created a 
wish list on Amazon. Those who want
to donate can select items from this

list and they will be delivered directly 
to The Helm. Of course, we will accept
donations dropped off at our office for 
those who prefer the traditional route.”

Those who plan to donate directly 
through Amazon may visit bit.ly/3AqB-
zmz to start shopping. Those who would
rather shop via a more traditional route 
can find a list of needed items at helm-
life.org.

All items should be delivered to The
Helm, 158 Ridge Road, Grosse Pointe
Farms, no later than Friday, Dec. 9. For 
more information, call The Helm at
(313) 882-9600.

“We are so grateful to be in a commu-
nity that understands and appreciates
older adults,” Hayes added.

The Helm at the Boll Life Center is a
501(c)3 nonprofit, non-residential senior 
community center dedicated to making 
the Grosse Pointes and Harper Woods ar-
eas a great place to grow older. The orga-
nization serves as an essential resource 
to older adults in those communities by 
providing opportunities and services in 
the areas of health, nutrition, education 
and recreation, such as transportation, 
Meals on Wheels, home maintenance, 
social activities, health screenings and 
lifelong learning classes.

110322_S
L

IN HOME SENIOR CARE SERVICE 24 HOURS A DAY, 365 DAYS A YEAR

SERVICES AVAILABLE:
MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS WITH
CAREGIVER FEEDBACK

TRANSPORTATION

PERSONAL CARE

MEAL PREPARATION

MEDICATION REMINDERS

SHOPPING/ERRANDS

LIGHT HOUSEKEEPING

LAUNDRY & LINENS

DEMENTIA SUPPORT & TRAINING
BY REGISTERED NURSE

HOSPICE SUPPORT SERVICES

Julie Temrowski RN
Call 313.415.0663

or email temrowskieldercare@gmail.com
www.temrowskieldercare.com

The Helm collecting helpful 
items for homebound seniors

Holiday baskets
full of  love

-
ly to The Helm’s Amazon wish 
list, making it easy to be a giv-
er this year by donating needed 
items to homebound area seniors 
this holiday season.

The Helm at the Boll Life Cen-
ter, 158 Ridge, Grosse Pointe 
Farms, offers a variety of classes
and programs during the month of 
December.

Registration is required at (313) 
882-9600 for the following events.

Special programs

• Medicare Open Enrollment,
through Dec. 7. Schedule an ap-
pointment by calling (313) 649-
2110.

• The movie “12 Mighty Orphans”
is shown at 12:30 p.m. Friday, Dec.
2. Cost is $3 for members, $5 for
nonmembers, and includes snacks.

• Holiday Cookie/Dessert Competi-
tion, 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Tues-
day, Dec. 6. Cost is $6 for members,
$8 for nonmembers.

• Meet the Author, 1 to 2 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 7. Stefan Szy-
manski, Ph.D., author of “City of
Champions: A History of Triumph
and Defeat in Detroit,” speaks.

• Holiday Party, 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 14. Cost is $20 for
members, $24 for nonmembers.

• The movie “The Man Who In-
vented Christmas” is shown at
12:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 16. Cost is
$3 for members, $5 for nonmem-
bers, and includes snacks.

Essential services
• Meals on Wheels

Meals are provided five days
per week to Harper Woods and
Grosse Pointe area residents age 
60 and older who are homebound 
and unable to safely prepare meals 
for themselves. It is available per-
manently or temporarily for those, 

for example, who are ill or recently 
returned home after a hospital stay.
Call (313) 649-2105 for more infor-
mation.

•
Do you or someone you know

have questions about senior-relat-
ed issues and not know where to 
turn? Call The Helm at (313) 882-
9600 to be directed to someone 
who can let you know about avail-
able resources and direct you to 
the appropriate source. 

•
Has a hospital stay, recent inju-

ry or just coming-of-age as a se-
nior presented a need for medical
equipment? The Helm has a med-
ical loan closet with equipment 
and supplies for seniors to borrow 
at no charge. The Helm relies on 
donations from the community to 
keep the loan closet full. Supplies 
change depending on seniors’ 
needs, as well as donations re-
ceived. Call (313) 882-9600 to see 
if The Helm has what you need. 
There is no age restrictions to bor-
rowing from the closet.

•
Free to members and future

members. If you will be turning 
65 in the next three to six months, 
now is the time to start learning 
about your Medicare options. 
Medicare counseling is done via
the telephone or videoconferenc-
ing. Call (313) 649-2110 for more 
information or to schedule an ap-
pointment. Your message/call will 
be returned.

For a complete list of the dates 
and times for ongoing programs
and other events, please visit
The Helm online at helmlife.org
or call (313) 882-9600.

December at The Helm
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(I love that phrase — wreaking havoc.)
Months ago, while we were all locked in, waiting for 

somebody to invent a vaccine or to manufacture a cure for 
COVID, I used the last drop of my favorite moisturizer. I
contemplated the consequences — dry flaky skin, sun dam-
age, even more wrinkles.

So I bought a membership in Amazon Prime and ordered
a bottle of the stuff. The next day it was nestled inviting-
ly under a corner of the welcome mat at my front door. I
looked up, hoping to spot a drone. Alas, no drone, but my 
lotion had been delivered in less than 24 hours — and I got
a nice email from Amazon telling me where to find it and 
reminding me to be sure to look for it.

Another day, as I was scrolling along on Facebook I came
to an ad for a T-Shirt that had “I’m Fine” written across the
front. Rather appropriate for my current situation, I thought
— locked in, bored, lonely perhaps, but feeling fine. It was
not too expensive.

I ordered it.
What was I thinking? I had just finished throwing out all

my raggedy T-shirts with writing on them — all those tired
boasts of vacation sites, cities and countries I had visited, 
colleges my children had contemplated and multiple cute
clichés: “Life is Good,” “I’m with stupid” and “It’s all fun
and games until somebody loses an eye.”

A few years ago I decided I’m too old and too jaded to 
display advertisements and aphorisms across my chest. I 
vowed a plain T-shirt future.

So much for that.
The “I’m Fine” shirt didn’t arrive, which made me think 

it was probably being shipped from Vietnam or Green-
land or Thailand or somewhere far, far away. A month
passed. Probably a scam, I thought. It arrived about six
weeks later.

I play the piano. I almost — almost — ordered another 
T-shirt with a picture of a grand piano on it and the words:
“Never underestimate an old woman with a piano.” 

I resisted.
Then I ordered a pillow that’s supposed to hold my iPad

in any position I choose — upright or slightly slanted or 
kind of half-laying down. It’s supposed to provide the ideal
angle for iPad use no matter where you are or how you’re 
seated, slumped, reclined or slouched.

About six weeks after I ordered the pillow, my credit card 
was charged, but the pillow was a no-show. Aha, a scam,
for sure. I was about to notify my credit card company and
wreak havoc when lo: it arrived, all smooshed and squashed
into a flimsy cardboard box the size of a Snickers bar.

And it smelled funny. 
After a week or so, it gradually poofed itself up into a 

pillow which, sadly, was about one-third the size I had antic-
ipated. I washed the pillowcase, which improved its aroma,
but the pillow turned out to be unsuitable for any position I 
could possibly bend myself into: reclining, leaning forward,
slouching or sitting bolt upright.

I recently ordered one lipstick. Three pairs of socks. One
pancake flipper.

I’m not the only one in my family who has developed an
online ordering addiction. One of my daughters is buying
furniture for squirrels. Another daughter can’t stop adding
to her a collection of MacKenzie-Childs pottery.

Yesterday, I ordered some pencils.
Pencils!
I found a brand of pencils I love. A friend gave me one

several years ago and I’ve been coddling it, nursing it, pam-
pering it, but trying not to wear it down to an unusable nub.
I carry it from room to room because I like it so much.

The pencil is a Palomino Blackwing. It writes smoothly 
and softly, erases completely, feels good. It’s perfect for do-
ing crossword puzzles, which in my case requires lots of 
erasures; and it’s good for making notations on sheet music.

It’s the Mercedes Benz of pencils, apparently, because 
I ordered a pack of 12 and — with shipping — the price 
mushroomed to almost $40.

Havoc for my checkbook. Wreaked again.

By Margie Reins Smith

Pandemic havoc
on the checkbook

Sec     nd Time Around

Embrace the possibilities
The Village of East Harbor - Harbor Inn
33875 Kiely Drive 
Chesterfield, Michigan 48047

Call: 586.725.6030   Fax: 586.716.7170 
www.villageofeastharbor.org

SCAN TO LEARN MORE:SCAN TO LEARN MORE:

MAKE HARBOR INN YOUR HOME AND

LOCK YOUR RATE 
FOR 24 MONTHS!
Limited Time Offer*

*Offer subject to change.

Leave Your Worries Behind at Harbor Inn
I T ’ S  T IME  TO  SP E ND YOUR  T IME  DO ING  T HE  T H ING S  YOU  LOV E

Does the thought of spending money
on a contractor to fix things around the
house give you a headache? The Village
of East Harbor has you covered. Leave
the snow removal and raking to us so
you can get back to doing what you love.
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Many falls and spills that occur 
in the bathroom can be prevent-
ed. Seniors or their loved ones can 
make easy, minor adjustments to 
bathrooms so falls are less likely to
happen.

 • Install grab bars in the shower 
and bath, as necessary. Grab bars 
make it easier to get into and out 
of the shower or the tub by giving 
something to hold onto. This can be 
especially helpful for seniors who
must step up and over their tubs 
to bathe. Though they’re primari-
ly used in showers and tubs, grab 
bars also can be installed alongside 
toilets for seniors who could use a 
little help sitting down and getting 
up. AARP notes that sheltering arm 
grab bars provide the best support. 

•  Get LED lighting. Poor lighting
in a bathroom can make it hard to 
see, which make elders especially 
more vulnerable to slips and falls. 
Seniors sometimes also find them-
selves making frequent bathroom 
visits overnight. Even bathrooms 
with seemingly adequate lighting 
may be dangerous if they feature 

dated light fixtures that rely on in-
candescent bulbs to light the room. 
Incandescent bulbs burn out with 
greater frequency than LED alter-
natives, which can last for years. 
The longer bulbs last, the less often 
they need to be changes, which also 
reduces risk for injury. In addition 
to replacing traditional fixtures 
with LED alternatives, individuals 
can plug in LED night lights that 
make it easy to see when making 
nighttime visits to the bathroom.

• Utilize non-slip bath mats to 
ensure the mats stay put even 
when floors get wet or damp from 
condensation after a hot bath or 
shower. 

• Clean bathrooms regularly. 
Bathroom surfaces can grow slip-
pery from soap scum, condensa-
tion and previous spills. Prompt 
and routine cleaning can reduce 
the likelihood of falling in the bath-
rooms. 

Seniors who struggle to clean 
thier homes regularly might bene-
fit from utiliing a cleaning service, 
for safety’s sake.

Avoid bath falls with these tips

Again this year, Pointe Area Assisted 
Transportation Services, or PAATS, has
added additional shopping days for Shop
the Gratiot Loop. 

Shop the Gratiot Loop service is free
and runs every Friday. 

Tuesdays, Dec. 6, 13 and 20, have been
added to help make holiday shopping —
for gifts or groceries — a little easier.

Riders are brought to their choice of
five stores in the Gratiot shopping corri-
dor:

• Walmart at 12 Mile and Gratiot;

• Meijer at 13 Mile and Little Mack;

• Kroger at 13 Mile and Little Mack;

• Macomb Mall at Masonic and Gratiot;

• Target on Gratiot north of 14 Mile.

PAATS riders must reside in Harper
Woods or the Grosse Pointes and be at 
least 60 years old or a disabled adult. It
is a curb-to-curb service with drivers able 
to offer elbow assist on and off the bus. 
Passengers are picked up between 9 and
10 a.m. at their home, dropped off at their
store of choice, picked up around 1 p.m.
and returned home. 

Reservations for all PAATS rides must
be made at least 48 hours in advance. To 
reserve a ride, call (313) 394-9712 be-
tween 7:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday.

Due to the holidays, the PAATS buses 
will not be operational Friday, Dec. 23;
Monday, Dec. 26; Friday, Dec. 30; or Mon-
day, Jan. 2.

The PAATS mission is to provide safe 
and reliable transportation, ensuring area
residents continue to live their daily lives 
with independence and dignity. PAATS
is funded through the five Grosse Pointe 
municipalities, as well as the city of Harp-
er Woods. Its office is located in The
Helm, 158 Ridge, Grosse Pointe Farms.
For more information, visit helmlife.org
or call (313) 882-9600.

Holiday shopping 
bus days added 
for Gratiot Loop
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OBITUARIES
Obituary notices are purchased and often prewritten by family or friends. While 
we try to run obituaries as submitted, we nevertheless reserve the right to edit for 
accuracy, style and length.

Moises Bermudez
Moises Bermudez, 66, 

a Grosse Pointe resident 
and local attorney, died 
peacefully at his home 
Sunday, Nov. 20, 2022.

Moises spent his career 
as a champion for civil 
rights, helping under-
represented communi-
t i e s  g e t  l e g a l 
representations and pro-
viding legal counsel to 
those who otherwise 
would not have access. 
He completed his Juris 
Doctorate degree at the 
University of Detroit in 
1981. He was a member 
of the State Bar of 
Michigan for 40 years.

His free time was spent 
swinging away on the 
tennis court. Above all 
this, his devotion and 
dedication to his family 
was where his true pas-
sion lived. The time with 
his children was his abso-
lute favorite way to spend 
his days. The love they 
shared was special and 
everlasting.

He is survived by his 
children, Abigail Leal 
(Donald), Eric Bermudez 
and Vince Bermudez 
(John).

Funeral services took 
place Nov. 26, at St. Paul 
on the Lake Catholic 
Church. Interment took 
place at the historic 
Elmwood Cemetery in 
Detroit.

Share a memory at 
verheyden.org

Joanne Marie 
Hildebrandt

J o a n n e  M a r i e 
Hildebrandt (née Farley), 
77, of St. Clair Shores, 
left the “Cinema of Life” 
on Saturday, Nov. 19, 
2022, with her daughter 
by her side, after suffer-
ing from the effects of 
myasthenia gravis.

Joanne was the beloved 
wife of Harry A. “Tony” 
Hildebrandt, mother of 
Anne and grandmother 
of Alexander and Elise. 
She was predeceased by 
her parents, Casto and 
Polly (née Sterk) Farley; 
brothers, Michael P. 
(Debbie) and Richard J. 
Farley; and husband.

Joanne was born in 
Hamtramck and grew up 
on the east side of Detroit 
and Warren, as well as 
Palo Alto and San Jose, 
Calif. She graduated from 
Fitzgerald High School in 
1963, and went to work 
for The Gas Company 
and The Arts Council. 
She met Tony when they 
were in high school and 
married him Nov. 14, 
1964. When Tony was 
drafted to serve in the 
U.S. Army in Vietnam, 
1967-69, she waited 
patiently at home while 
working, then supported 
him when he returned 
and furthered his educa-
tion.

In 1973, Joanne began 
a new role as a devoted, 
wonderful stay-at-home 
mom to Anne. Joanne 
was a Girl Scout leader, 
helped coach softball, 
served as the school 
board chairman at St. 
Joan of Arc and was on 
the parents’ board at 
University Liggett School. 
From home, she also 
managed the consulting 
business Tony founded, 
M o t o r  V e h i c l e 
M a n u f a c t u r e r s 
Educational & Training 
Associates.

In the 1990s, she took 
on the role of a student 

going back to school to 
finish her own educa-
tional goals. She obtained 
her associate’s degree at 
Oakland Community 
College, followed by her 
bachelor’s degree in pub-
lic relations and journal-
ism. She went on to earn 
her master’s degree in 
radio, television and fi lm 
and Ph.D in Terrorism in 
the Media at Wayne State 
University, which she fi n-
ished in 2009.

Afterward, Joanne ful-
fi lled teaching roles as a 
part-time adjunct profes-
sor at both Wayne State 
University and Oakland 
Community College, 
teaching classes in com-
munication, writing and 
fi lm. She also was a union 
steward at Wayne State 
for the Union of Part-
Time Faculty and advo-
cated for the betterment 
of her fellow employees.

Joanne was a fi lm buff 
from a young age, when 
she would go to the mov-
ies with her aunt Velma, 
sometimes catching dou-
ble features. Her favorite 
neighborhood theater 
was The Cinderella. She 
liked all different genres, 
but enjoyed mysteries the 
most. She also was an 
avid reader and loved to 
travel, but her treasured 
pastime was going to the 
movies. Her favorite mys-
tery writers were Agatha 
Christie and Sue Grafton.

In 2010 and 2012, she 
became a grandma and 
took on one of her most 
cherished roles. She had 
a very special bond with 
her “Pigeon” (Alex) and 
her “Doll Face” (Elise), 
and even got the chance 
to be their personal, in-
home pandemic instruc-
tor after retiring from 
Wayne State in 2019 — 
which, of course, included 
time for movies. When 
Alex and Elise returned 
to school in September 
2020, she drove them to 
and from school almost 
every day. Until she was 
very ill, Joanne was 
always present at their 
sporting events, recitals 
and school events.

Joanne’s family will 
remember her as the 
kindest, smartest, most 
insightful and generous 
woman with the biggest 
heart. She was always 
there for her family, 
friends and students and 
truly made the world a 
brighter place.

In addition to her 
immediate family, Joanne 
is survived by her neph-
ews, Sean M. and Ryan P. 
Farley (Rachel); cousins, 
Mary Stout, Carole 
Farley, June Farley, 
Eugene Farley (Dot) and 
their families,  the 
Beaufore family and the 
Schutz Family; cousins-
in-law, Joanne Commyn 
(Gari), Linda Elias, 
Michele Vitale and 
Michael Fremont and 
their families,  the 
O’Connells and the 
Millers; and friends who 
were close to her heart, 
Pat Duncan and family, 
Angelo D’Anna (Pat) and 
family, Diana Penczak, 
Kimberly Conely and 
Christine Piestrzynski.

Contributions may be 
made to the Myasthenia 
Gravis Foundation of 
America, myasthenia.
org; or Wayne State 
University at wayne.edu, 
toward a scholarship in 
her name.

A memorial Mass was 
celebrated Nov. 26, at St. 
Paul on the Lake Catholic 
Church in Grosse Pointe 

Farms. Burial took place 
at  Roseland Park 
Cemetery in Berkley.

Betty Jane Fisher
Betty Jane Fisher, 100, 

peacefully passed away 
Sunday, Nov. 20, 2022, 
after a century of love for 
life, family and friends.

Betty Jane was born 
June 8, 1922, in Grosse 
Pointe, to Frances and 
Rex Jacobs. She attended 
the Convent of the Sacred 
Heart in Grosse Pointe, 
Convent of the Sacred 
Heart in Noroton, Conn., 
and Finch College in 
New York City.

Upon graduation, Betty 
Jane married Alfred 
Joseph Fisher Jr., on June 
12, 1943, at St. Paul on 
the Lake Cathol ic 
Church. Their dedicated 
love eclipsed 69 years 
until A.J. passed in 2012. 
They had four children, 
followed by a wonderful 
group of grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren 
who enjoyed Nana’s 
entertaining stories and 
sage advice.

Betty Jane was active 
in social activities and 
charitable events in 
Grosse Pointe, Harbor 
Springs and Palm Beach, 
Fla. She loved to enter-
tain family and friends, 
and enjoyed garden club 
events, needlepoint and 
playing bridge.

As a young lady, Betty 
excelled at equestrian 
riding and jumping. 
Family boating, tennis, 
golf and skiing also were 
favorites, but interna-
tional travel and friend-
ships led Betty Jane 
around the world with 
extra enjoyment.

Betty Jane is survived 
by her children, Judith F. 
Knudsen (Peter), Alfred 
J. Fisher III (Barbara), 
Christine F. Grow (Rick) 
and Michael R. Fisher 
(Beth).

In lieu of fl owers, dona-
tions may be sent to 
University of Detroit 
Jesuit High School, AJ 
F i s h e r  F a m i l y 
Scholarship, at uofd
jesuit.org/giving/; or 
flowers may be sent to 
273 Ridge, Grosse Pointe 
Farms, MI 48236.

William Frederick 
Lorenz

W i l l i a m  “ B i l l ” 
Frederick Lorenz, 90, of 
St. Clair Shores, passed 
away Thursday, Nov. 17, 
2022. He was born June 
12, 1932, to William and 
Winifred Lorenz. 

Bill was a 1950 gradu-
ate of Southeastern High 
School. He lettered in 
track all four years and 
received All-City honors 
his junior and senior 
years. He continued his 
track career at Albion 
College before transfer-
ring to Michigan State 
University, where he 
earned a Bachelor of 
Science degree in civil 
engineering.

Upon graduation, Bill 
enlisted in the U.S. Army 
and spent two years as 
part of a team perfecting 
and producing the PGM-
11 Redstone missile. 
After the service, Bill 
worked as a civil engi-
neer for the Wayne 
C o u n t y  R o a d 
Commission until his 
retirement in 1984. He 
was an engineer by day 
and artist by night. He 
loved photography and 

oil painting and won 
many awards in both 
mediums.

Bill served as president 
of the Grosse Pointe 
Camera Club, Grosse 
Pointe Artists Association 
and Grosse Pointe Senior 
Men’s Club. He also 
enjoyed music and was a 
member of the Grosse 
Pointe  Communi ty 
Chorus and Livingston 
County Chorale. He 
spent many years in 
Milford before returning 
to the east side to be near 
his family.

Bill was a loving father 
to Christine Dinverno 
(Michael) and Colleen 
Ohannessian (Kevin); 
cherished grandfather to 
Kristina Kaiser (Charles) 
and Nicholas Dinverno 
(Trisha); great-grandfa-
ther to Michael Kaiser, 
Vivian Kaiser, Charlie 
Kaiser, Ethan Dinverno, 
Nick Dinverno Jr. and 
Joseph Dinverno; and 
dear uncle to Wesley and 
Robert Pollitte.

A memorial service will 
take place at 11 a.m. 
Monday, Dec. 19, at 
Milford United Methodist 
Church, 1200 Atlantic, 
Milford. Interment will 
take place at Great Lakes 
National Cemetery at a 
later date.

Arrangements have 
been entrusted to Kaul 
Funeral Home, St. Clair 
Shores Chapel.

John “Jack” Fee 
Ward

John “Jack” Fee Ward, 
91, passed away peace-
fully Monday, Nov. 21, 
2022, in Houston, Texas.

Born Nov. 18, 1931, in 
Detroit, John graduated 
from University of 
Detroit High School in 
1949, and received his 
Bachelor of Arts degree 
from the University of 
Detroit in 1953. He began 
his career as a certifi ed 
public accountant at the 
firm of Horwath and 
Horwath. Later, with his 
brother Oliver,  he 
founded Ward & Ward 
CPA, a public accounting 
fi rm in the Detroit area. 
Prior to beginning his 
professional accounting 
career, John proudly 
served his country in the 
U.S. Air Force as an intel-
ligence officer. He was 
honorably discharged in 
1955.

In his 91 years of life 
and 58 years of marriage, 
John and Joy enjoyed 
spending time with 
friends and family. They 
were quick to host 
impromptu gatherings 
around the kitchen table 
or dinner parties filled 
with love and laughter. 
After moving to Houston 
in 2014, John and Joy 
developed new friend-
ships, which touched the 
lives of many, and they 
were quickly accepted as 

honorary Texans. John 
was known for his quick 
wit, storytelling and 
pride for the accomplish-
ments of his children and 
grandchildren alike.

John is survived by his 
children, Jenifer (Keith 
Crow), John Jr. (Amy) 
and Jeffrey; and grand-
ch i ld ren ,  E leanor, 
Sydney,  Harr i son , 
Matthew Finnigan, Lucia, 
Peter and Nicholas. He 
was predeceased by his 
wife of 58 years, Joy 
Assunta Ward.

A funeral took place 
Nov. 26, at the East 
Chapel of Holy Sepulchre 
Cemetery in Southfi eld.

In lieu of fl owers, dona-
tions may be made to the 
Catholic Chaplain Corps 
of Roman Catholic 
A r c h d i o c e s e  o f 
Galveston–Houston, 
Diocesan Services Fund, 
archgh.org/dsf.

Share memories with 
the family in the online 
guestbook at wujekcalca
terra.com.

John M. Chase Jr.
John M. Chase Jr., 

passed away Wednesday, 
Nov. 9, 2022, in Grosse 
Pointe Farms.

John graduated from 
Grosse Pointe High 
School in 1950. He 
earned an undergraduate 
d e g r e e  f r o m  t h e 
University of Michigan 
and a law degree in 1957. 
John was an avid sup-
porter of the University 
of Michigan where he 
earned All-American 
honors in swimming. He 
also held an NCAA 
record in the backstroke.

John was a season 
t i cke t  ho lder  for 
Michigan football more 
than 70 years. He fondly 
recalled his days as a life-
guard at Pier Park and 
the annual lifeguard 
open water swimming 
competitions held in 
Lake St. Clair.

John began his legal 
career in the U.S. 
Attorney’s office in 
Detroit. He moved to pri-
vate practice with his 
dear friend, the late Hon. 
George E. Woods, then 
practiced law for 29 years 
with his son, John, and 
worked with his loyal 
assistant, Sandra, for 38 
years. John had a passion 
for the law and his work 
ethic was notable.

John treasured his 
family and spending time 
at his lake house. John 
had a fondness for ice 
cream; making ice cream 
with his children and 
later his grandchildren 
was a favorite pastime of 
his. John also loved the 
theater and passed that 
love to his children and 
grandchildren. He was 
involved in several chari-
table endeavors and 
enjoyed sharing his time 
and talents.

John is survived by his 
friend, Kathleen; chil-
dren, Anne (Robert), 
Cheryl (Matt), John 
(Heather) and Paul 
(Heather); and grand-
children, Jack, Thomas, 
Lanie, Ellie, Lauren, 
Olivia and Christian. He 
was predeceased by his 
parents, John M. Chase 
and Esther H. Chase; and 
his brother, Alan H. 
Chase.

A funeral Mass was 
celebrated Nov. 21, at St. 
Paul on the Lake Catholic 
Church, Grosse Pointe 
Farms.

Thomas Michael 
Cooper, M.D.

T h o m a s  M i c h a e l 
Cooper, M.D., 87, passed 
away Sunday, Nov. 27, 
2022, at Henry Ford 
Macomb Hospital.

Dr. Cooper was born 
Oct. 22, 1935, in Detroit, 
t o  Ben jamin  and 
Elizabeth Cooper. He 
g r a d u a t e d  f r o m 
Dartmouth College and 
then Wayne State 
University School of 
Medicine. He served the 
Grosse Pointe commu-
nity at Bon Secours 
Hospital and Ascension 
St. John Hospital for 
more than 50 years.

Dr. Cooper loved world 
travel and enjoyed spend-
ing time with family and 
friends. He is survived by 
his children, Cynthia 
G e m m e t e  ( M i k e ) , 
K a t h l e e n  C o o p e r, 
Thomas Cooper, Daniel 
Cooper and Dennis 
Cooper (Sue); stepchil-
d r e n ,  D a r l e n e 
Dambacher (Ken), Susan 
Cera (Tony), Joann 
Fournier and Jeanne 
Fournier (Tracy); sisters, 
Margaret Eugenio and 
Sue Watson; and many 
loving grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.

He was predeceased by 
his  parents;  wife , 
Katherine Anne Cooper; 
wife, Nancy Cooper; son, 
Timothy Cooper; and 
s t e p s o n ,  Te r r a n c e 
Fournier.

Viewing takes place 
from 3 to 8 p.m. Thursday, 
Dec.  1 ,  a t  Chas. 
Verheyden Inc., 16300 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Park. Interment will 
occur at Mt. Olivet 
Cemetery.

Betty Jane FisherJoanne M. HildebrandtMoises Bermudez

William F. Lorenz John “Jack” Fee Ward John M. Chase Jr.

Thomas M. Cooper, M.D.

See OBITS, page 7B
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Marjorie Elaine 
Whiteley

Marjorie “Marge” 
Elaine Whiteley, 75, 
passed away Tuesday, 
Nov. 15, 2022.

Marjorie was born Dec. 
11, 1946, in Detroit, 
shortly after her father 
returned from World War 
II. She was the second of 
seven siblings in the 
Hoban family. She grew 
up with the love of family, 
which was always fi rst in 
her mind. After graduat-
ing from St. Martin de 
Porres High School, 
Marge earned a nursing 
degree and began work-
ing as a registered nurse 
at Jennings Hospital in 
Detroit. There she met 
the love of her life, Robert 
HK Whiteley. They lived 
happily together for 42 
years, adopting two chil-
dren, Heather and Bobby, 
who became the focus of 
their lives.

In 1971, Marge earned 
a bachelor’s degree in 
nursing from Wayne 
State University and 
spent more than 30 years 
compassionately nursing 
at Bon Secours Hospital, 
now Corewell Health 
Beaumont Grosse Pointe 
Hospital. She took great 
pride in her nursing 
career and often was rec-
ognized by patients as a 
caring and thoughtful 
nurse.

Her greatest joy, how-
ever, was her love of fam-
ily. She was absolutely 
over-the-moon when her 
children married wonder-
ful people, bringing her 
three grandchildren. 
Marge loved spending 
time with her family, 
grandchildren and sib-
lings. She was known for 
her kindness, positive 
attitude and resolutely 
thinking the best of 
everyone. She demon-
strated her great love for 
her family and friends by 
thoughtfully creating 
ways to connect with and 
care for them. She 
delighted in staying in 
touch with lifelong 
friends from St. Martin, 
Bon Secours and Turners 
Athletic Club, as well as 
new friends at her senior 
living community. For 

decades she hosted a 
vibrant Christmas Eve 
party that was the high-
light of her year. Her 
affectionate, daily “just 
checking in” phone calls 
and meaningful Hallmark 
cards on special occa-
sions will be deeply 
missed.

She is survived by her 
loving children, Heather 
Strefl ing (Jonathon) and 
B o b b y  W h i t e l e y 
(Maggie); dearest grand-
children, Naomi, Zoe and 
Jackson Strefling; and 
dear siblings, James 
Hoban (Gene), Nancy 
Hoban, Charles Hoban 
(Patricia), Daniel Hoban 
(Jean Schneider), Dr. 
Donna Hoban and Robert 
Hoban (Judy). She also is 
survived by many loving 
nieces, nephews, remain-
ing family and friends.

A funeral already has 
taken place. In lieu of 
fl owers, memorial contri-
butions may be made to 
the Beaumont Grosse 
Pointe Chapel Fund, c/o 
Fr. Rich, 468 Cadieux Rd., 
Grosse Pointe, MI 48230.

Julia “Judy” 
Burgess Lundell
Julia “Judy” Burgess 

Lundell, 88, of Grosse 
Pointe Farms passed 
away Friday, Nov. 25, 
2022.

Judy was born Sept. 24, 
1934, in Milwaukee, to 
Robert  and Dulce 
Branum Burgess Hand, 
and grew up in Racine, 
Wis. 

Judy had a successful 
career working for 
Ascension St. John 
Hospital as manager of 
the gift shop. She was 
beloved by the many vol-
unteers with whom she 
worked. Judy was an 
alumna of the Alpha Phi 
sorority and also a docent 
at the Edsel & Eleanor 

Ford House and enjoyed 
her time meeting the 
many visitors attending 
the tours.

Judy enjoyed the out-
doors and was often seen 
by her neighbors taking 
early morning walks. She 
also enjoyed water aero-
bics during the summer 
months at Farms Pier 
Park and was a proud 
paddler when it came to 
kayaking. She loved trav-
eling with her friends to 
Vero Beach, Fla., and 
Stratford, Ontario. Most 
of all, she cherished her 
time spent with family 
taking many trips in 
northern Michigan to 
Walloon Lake, where 
days were spent on the 
lake and nights always 
ended around the fi re pit 
roasting marshmallows 
and making “angels on 
horseback” while looking 
up at shooting stars.

Judy is survived by her 
children, Chris Lundell 
(Gale), Dulce Elbadawi 
(Hassan) and Carl Lundell 
(Anne Marie); siblings, 
John Burgess (Margie) 
and Gretchen Burgess; 
and dear grandchildren, 
nieces and nephews. She 
was predeceased by her 
brother, Samuel Burgess, 
and her parents.

A celebration of her life 
will take place in spring 
2023. In lieu of fl owers, 
donations may be made 
to  Grosse  Po inte 
Memorial Church, where 
she was a member more 
than 50 years, at gp
mchurch.org.

Vonnie Willis
Vonnie Willis, 93, of 

Grosse Pointe, passed 
away Saturday, Nov. 12, 
2022.

Vonnie was born Oct. 3, 
1929, to Raymond G. 
Wegman and Dorothy 
Wegman (nee Arnold). 

She graduated from 
Grosse Pointe High 
School and then studied 
home economics at 
M i c h i g a n  S t a t e 
University.

Vonnie loved the fash-
ion industry and worked 
at J.L. Hudson’s in 
D e t r o i t ,  t h e n  a t 
Jacobson’s in Grosse 
Pointe. In the 1960s, she 
managed the Village 
Store on The Hill in 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

Vonnie volunteered 
many years at both 
Harper and Beaumont 
hospitals. She also volun-
teered at Martin North 
Hospital in Stuart, Fla., 
during the winter months.

Both Vonnie and her 
husband of 47 years, 
Doug, were active mem-
bers of the Indian Village 
Racquet Club, Grosse 
Pointe Yacht Club and the 
Nomad Travel Club.

Vonnie was prede-
ceased by her former 
husband of seven years, 
Robert Clare, and her 
husband, Doug.

She is survived by her 
daughter, Lori Clarke 
Willis Knoska; son-in-
law, James Knoska; 
brother, Richard Wegman 
(Celeste); grandchildren, 
Erin Crist (Tyson) and 
James Knoska II (Emily); 
and three great-grand-
children who knew her as 
G-Voni: Carys Crist, 
Declan Crist and James 
Grace Knoska.

A gathering for family 
and friends took place 
Nov. 27, at Chas. 
Verheyden Funeral 
Home.

In lieu of fl owers, con-
tributions are suggested 
to  Grosse  Po in te 
Memorial Church, 16 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms. A private memo-
rial service is being 
planned for a later date.

Share a memory at 
verheyden.org.

OBITS:
Continued from page 6B
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Grosse Pointe Congregational 
Church hosts its 65th annual Christmas 
Family Workshop from 6:30 to 9 p.m. 
Friday, Dec. 2. The program welcomes 
all ages to complete their choice of 
crafts, ranging in cost from 25 cents to 
$3.50. 

Registration forms are available 
from the church by emailing offi ce@
gpcong.org to reserve a spot. Food is 
provided from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
Additionally, storytime with Santa, 
who will be available for photos as 
well, is included.

Two days later on Sunday, Dec. 4, the 
church hosts its Noah’s Ark animal 
sale. All items are hand-knitted or cro-
cheted stuffed animals available for 
purchase at varying costs. The sale 
takes place following the 10 a.m. wor-
ship service, around 11 a.m. in the 

lounge. 
If items are still available at the close 

of the sale, they will be available to pur-
chase the following Sunday, Dec. 11, 
following worship.

For more information, call (313) 884-
3075.

Christmas workshop, sale at GP Congregational Church

COURTESY PHOTOS

The living nativity at Christ the King Lutheran 
Church includes live animals.

Christ’s birth will be 
celebrated with a living 
nativity, presented by 
Christ the King Lutheran 
Church, 20338 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods, 
from 12:30 to 3:30 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 4.

This is the 36th year 
Christ the King has 
offered this event, dur-
ing which a tent on the 
church grounds will 
host live animals includ-
ing sheep, goats, don-
keys  and  camels . 
Children are welcome to 
pet the animals. 

A manger scene also 
will be housed under 
the tent, where pre-
school children will be 
dressed as angels, shep-
herds, Joseph and Mary. 
A narrative is read 
about the birth of Jesus, 
and highlighted by the 
singing of Christmas 
carols.

The church basement 
will serve as a warming 
station for hot drinks 
and snacks.

For more information, 
call the church at (313) 
884-5090.

Christ the 
King hosts 
living nativity

Camels 
and other 
animals 
will be a 
part of the 
living na-
tivity at 
Christ the 
King 
Lutheran 
Church.

Worship
      ServiceWorship Sunday

at 10:00 am
Rev. Richard Yeager-Stiver
An Open & Affi rming Church

240 Chalfonte G.P. Farms
313-884-3075 • www.gpcong.org
WE HAVE AN ARTS MINISTRY

Grosse Pointe
Congregational

Church
(United Church of Christ )

SUNDAY
8:15 & 10:45 a.m. - Worship Service

9:30 a.m. - Bible Study
10:45 a.m. - Sunday School

MONDAY
7 p.m. - Worship Service

2nd & 4th Monday of the Month
WEDNESDAY
10 a.m. - Bible Study

Randy S. Boelter, Pastor
Making New Disciples-
Building Stronger Ones

Christ the King
Lutheran Church

and Preschool
Mack at Lochmoor • 884-5090

www.christthekinggp.org
15020 Hampton15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park, Grosse Pointe Park, 
Michigan 48230-1302Michigan 48230-1302

AAmbrosembrose
SSaintaint

CCatholic atholic CChurchhurch

MassesMasses
Saturday Vigil — 4:00 p.m.
Sunday — 8:30 and 11:15 a.m.
Tuesday — 8:30 a.m.Tuesday — 8:30 a.m.
Thursday — Thursday — Feast of the Immaculate ConceptionFeast of the Immaculate Conception    
10:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.10:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
Friday — NoonFriday — Noon

(313) 822-2814 • stambrosechurch.net • facebook.com/stambroseparish
      Saturday Vigil is streamed online at 8:00 a.m. Sunday on our facebook page      

800 Vernier Road
(Corner of Wedgewood)
(313) 884-5040

Rev. Sean Motley, Senior Pastor
~ “Go Make Disciples” ~

www.feelc.org

FIRST ENGLISH EVANGELICAL
   LUTHERAN CHURCH

9:30 am - Worship Service

11:00 am - Worship Service
Everyone is Welcome!

Amanda Onoro,
director preschool@feelc.org
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Sunday Worship at 10:00 a.m.
followed by Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall

20475 Sunningdale Park 
(313) 884-4820                 www.stmichaelsgpw.org      
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cement starts to turn into 
rock.”

In another section, 
Beever laid rocks to look 
like ancient ruins.

“It looks like what I’ve 
seen overseas, in Rome 
or Ephesus, Turkey,” he 
said. “They archive every 
stone and you see all 
these pathways. I just 
wanted to retain the dirt, 
better retain the wall 
from the ice if it comes.”

Between the stacked 
stones, intricate displays 
and objects of whimsy, 
Beever’s work has gar-
nered a lot of attention.

“It started to be a lot 
nicer for people to walk 
by and see what’s new,” 
he said. “I started talking 
to residents, all ages, 

from couples with stroll-
ers to older residents. 
They all started talking to 
me while I was garden-
ing.”

The physical labor and 
resulting conversations 
have been more than a 
job for Beever, who fi nds 
the effort and inquiries 
therapeutic.

Where the heart is
Before moving to the 

Park, Beever and his wife, 
Angie, lived in Asia for 13 
years. An automotive 
design engineer, he was 
running two companies 
in China before moving 
to Phucket, Thailand, 
during the pandemic. 

“We came home last 
year, because my mom 
had cancer,” the St. Clair 
Shores native said. “... 
While my mom was sick, 
we stayed in Grosse 

Pointe Park with friends. 
Our son, William, was 5 
when we moved here. It 
was amazing coming 
down to the two parks 
and fully enjoying them.”

The Lakeview High 
School and College for 
Creative Studies gradu-
ate credits his family for 
his artistic fl air, which ini-
tially took him overseas. 
When he returned state-
side to care for his 
mother, “I thought it 
would be nice to do some-
thing physical,” he said.

A l i c e  C h r i s t i n e 
“Christy” Beever lost her 
battle with cancer Aug. 
20, but she was well 
aware her son had just 
been hired to work at 
Patterson.

“We brought her down 
here one time last year,” 
he said. “I like the fact my 
mom knew I was going to 
do this. She didn’t want 
me to go back to the cor-
porate world.

“... My mom indirectly 
helped give all these resi-
dents happiness,” he 
added. “This takes my 
mind off her death. I’m 
here because of her. I talk 
about her. It’s a lot like 
therapy.”

Occasionally, Beever’s 
father, Greg, will visit. 
There’s a spot he likes to 
sit while Beever works.

“This has been healing 
for my dad too, to come 
down here and enjoy 
this,” he said, “especially 
since he grew up in the 
area. He’s so happy we 
got a place in Grosse 
Pointe Park.”

A warm fall allowed 
Beever to remain on the 
stretch of land longer 
than anticipated, but 
even with a December 
chill in the air, he’d like to 
continue working.

“I hope to still work on 
it during the winter.; 
there’s plenty more to 
do,” he said. “They just let 
me go. They let me work 
with what’s here. … I’m 
only building from what’s 
here. I’m not bringing 
anything in, only using 
things already here.

“I have a passion for 
this job because it’s given 
me such enjoyment,” he 
added. “There’s great his-
tory here. Finding it down 
there is such a treat.”

Though passersby 
who’ve admired his work 
have suggested the park 
should name the stretch 
after Beever, he said he’d 
rather see a plaque dedi-
cated in his mother’s 
name.

“There are so many 
memorials in this park,” 
he said. “I’d want her to 
have something here.

“She’s the whole rea-
son my brothers and I 
succeeded in life — in our 
families and careers,” he 

continued. “She instilled 
confi dence in us and cri-
tiqued our work, but in a 
nice way, helping us 
make it better. She gave 
us this work ethic. … The 
fact she knew I was going 
to take this job, that I 
started working and talk-
ing to these people to 
help me handle her dying, 
my mom would be so 
happy and excited. She’d 
be letting out one of her 
squeals with all the com-
ments I’ve gotten.”

While restoring the 
landscape along the 
Patterson Park shore-
line, Danny Beever 
amassed a collection of 
bricks that piqued his 
curiosity.

“I did a little research 
and found some fasci-
nating historical facts 
about these bricks, such 
as why there are some-
times four pegs in each 
corner — better traction 
for horse and buggy,” he 
said. “Also it seems some 
of the bricks I have found 
are likely from the 1800s 
and early 1900s, because 
the font is elevated on 

the brick, which was also 
done for horse and 
buggy traction, instead 
of imprinted. As the auto 
industry advanced it was 
no longer needed and 
the brick industry started 
imprinting as a stan-
dard.”

Beever compared 
bricks he found along 
the shoreline to bricks 
used to build his 1917 
house in Grosse Pointe 
Park. In his basement, he 
found two styles of 
bricks — the elevated 
font of the 1800s and the 
embossed bricks from 
the early 1900s.

Visitors to Patterson 
Park can fi nd an assort-
ment of bricks Beever 
found in the water on 
display alongside the 
boardwalk.

Brick work
ART:
Continued from page 1B

PHOTOS COURTESY OF 
DANNY BEEVER

This 1800s brick found 
along the shoreline has 
an elevated font.

Left, a brick from the same manufacturer, with a raised font, in Beever’s 
basement. Right, a second brick from the same manufacturer, with an em-
bossed front, likely was made in the early 1900s.

“My truck is starting to look like an archeological 
dig,” Beever said.

PHOTO BY JODY MCVEIGH

Beever holds up the rusted skate blade his son, 
William, discovered among the weeds.

Above, Beever crafted a minia-
ture freighter from bricks and 
other trinkets he found along 
the lakeshore. The sculpture is 
silhouetted in front of a passing 
freighter. Left, Beever displayed 
this mossy branch, adding as-
sorted shells to resemble 
“Nessie.”

PHOTOS COURTESY OF DANIEL BEEVER
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20725 Mack Ave.
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www.teknicolors.com

Your neighborhood 
paint experts.

Paint • Tools • Expertise

Hours
Monday - Friday 7am - 5:30pm
Saturday 8am - 2pm

ONE PER CUSTOMER
MUST PRESENT COUPON

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

WITH COUPON/NO COPIES • LIMIT ONE 
PER HOUSEHOLD • DOES NOT APPLY TO 

COMMERCIAL ACCOUNTS OR CONTRACTORS
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1/2 PINT PAINT SAMPLE
FREE 10% OFF

ENTIRE PURCHASE

Come See Your Local
PAINT EXPERTS!

Paint &
 Primer

Together

Fully
Stocked

INTERIOR
PAINT

Stain
& Color 

Matching

Wallpaper

We stillWe still
have young kittens available!have young kittens available!Q: How can adventure help improve 

self-esteem?
A: Self-esteem is a familiar topic in 

classrooms, youth groups and thera-
pist offi ces. For many of us, learning to 
love and embrace ourselves is chal-
lenging work that doesn’t come easily. 

As a youth therapist, I strive to 
empower and strengthen my young cli-
ents’ self-esteem by highlighting their 
strengths through adventure. 
Adventure therapy integrates seven 
core tenets to help individuals make 
change: challenge, safety, trust, 
empowerment, enjoyment, connection 
and communication. 

In a typical adventure session, clients 
engage in a challenge designed for 
their goals and clinical needs. For 
example, in a group therapy session, I 
might ask one participant to blindfold 
themselves while the rest of the group 
uses verbal instructions to guide that 
participant to fi nd a hidden object in 
the space. This activity requires many 
layers to be successful: trust, team-
work, communication and problem 
solving. The blindfolded individual 
often experiences some level of anxiety 
and the group members providing 
instruction might become frustrated by 
the communication challenges. 
However, with support and encourage-
ment, overcoming the challenge can be 
illuminating and allow the group to see 
their abilities and believe in them-
selves. The insights the group shares 
afterward demonstrates how we can 
learn and grow quickly by pushing our-

selves safely outside our comfort zone. 
As we elevate therapy challenges, cli-

ents build their belief in themselves 
and their ability to overcome their 
fears, anxieties and self-doubt. Even in 
failure during a challenge, a client typ-
ically walks away with a lesson and 
healthy coping skills to use in daily life. 
Clients prove they’re ready to speak up 
for themselves, express who they are, 
recognize their strengths and fi nd solu-
tions that work for them when things 
get tough. 

Healthy challenges are good for all 
of us. We can learn endurance, self-
acceptance, advocacy for ourselves, 
healthy relationships and effective 
problem solving. It’s one of my greatest 
joys to share space with my clients 
while they process their pain, failures, 
success, hopes and dreams, as they 
become stronger in their own self 
esteem.

Emma Ottenhoff, LCSW, is the owner 
and psychotherapist of Adventurous 
Heart Therapy, PLLC. Her practice 
focuses on serving youth and young 
adults in helping them improve their 
mental health and self-esteem. For 
more information, visit adventuroush-
earttherapy.com.

The Family Center provides free pro-
grams and resources that empower 
families to successfully navigate life’s 
social, emotional and physical chal-
lenges. Learn more at familycenter-
web.org.

Building self-esteem 
can be an adventure

A S K  T H E  E X P E R T S  By Emma Ottenhoff, LCSW

For the holidays
The Ford Piquette Plant, 

located at 461 Piquette 
Ave. in Detroit welcomes 
families Sundays during 
December for a holiday 
craft market, which takes 
place from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Dec. 4, 11 and 18.

Shoppers can cross 
gifts off their holiday lists 
by browsing dozens of 
booths featuring local 
crafts and unique gifts. 
Additionally, automotive 
collectibles, books, vin-
tage driving goggles and 
other fun items are avail-
able at the museum store.

Also are included in the 
fun are activities such as 
a kids’ scavenger hunt, 
story time at 1 p.m. fea-
turing the children’s book 
“The Night Henry Ford 
met Santa,” as well as a 
visit from the big guy 
himself — Santa Claus — 
in his Model T, between 
11:30 a.m. and 2 p.m.

For automotive and 
Detroit history buffs, 

museum admission 
includes optional guided 
tours at 10 a.m., noon and 
2 p.m. Tickets range from 
$10 to $17. Shopping-
only tickets are available 
for $10 and support the 
museum’s operations and 
educational programs. 
Admission is free with a 

museum membership.

By the books
Bibliophiles and lovers 

of Detroit history also can 
indulge in an afternoon 
conversa t ion  wi th 
acclaimed local author 
and journalist, R.J. King, 
at 4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 4, 

at the museum. 
The talk will feature 

King’s award-winning 
“Detroit: Engine of America” 
and the popular “8 Track: 
The First Mobile App,” fol-
lowed by a Q&A and book 
signing. Complimentary 
beer and wine will be served 
and guests arriving early 
may enjoy holiday shop-
ping at the Piquette 
Holiday Craft Market.

“Detroit: Engine of 
America” covers the 
French founding of 
Detroit in 1701, and its 
critical role in American 
history up to the rise of 
the auto industry in 1900. 

“8 Track: The First 
Mobile App” examines 
the impact of the 8-track 
tape on the future of 
music, cars and STEM 
development. 

King also is the author 
of “Passport to the Corner 
Office: The Starter’s 
Guide to Corporate Life,” 
as well as editor of 
DBusiness magazine, 
DBusiness Daily News, 

Tech and Mobility News 
and Detroit 500. 

The speaker series 
event is free to museum 
members, $20 for non-
members. Reservations 
are required. Tickets are 
available online at fordpi-
quetteplant.org. 

The Piquette Avenue 
Plant Museum is open 
year-round to the public 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Wednesdays through 
Sundays. Regular admission 
is $17 for adults, $10 for stu-
dents and youth. Ages 4 and 
younger are admitted free.

For a complete schedule 
of museum events or to 
purchase tickets, visit 
fordpiquetteplant.org. 
Tickets also are avail-
able at the door. For 
m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n , 
email piquetteplant@
gmail.com or call (313) 
872-8759

Piquette museum offers holiday market, author visit

COURTESY PHOTOS

Top, guests at a previous holiday market browse the 
variety of vendors. Above, “Detroit: Engine of 
America” is the subject of an author talk Dec. 4.



DEAR ABBY: I have 
been a widow for six 
months. My late husband 
was a physically and ver-
bally abusive alcoholic.

I spent numerous 
nights in the ER waiting 
to be seen and nursed 
many  b lack  eyes 
throughout the years.

During all those years 
of abuse, which was wit-
nessed by numerous 
friends and family, I 
remained faithful and 
dedicated to him and our 
marriage, but due to the 
toxicity of our relation-
ship I was severely 
depressed and needed 
antidepressants.

I tried many times to 
get him help and had 
family interventions, only 
to end up being threat-
ened with getting all 
my teeth knocked out. 

My dilemma is that 
one of our friends has 
become more than just 
a friend. This man is a 
kind, caring individ-
ual and has done more 
for me this last couple 
of weeks than my hus-
band did my entire 
marriage.

I have been so happy 
recently, but I  feel 
guilty for feeling this 
way and wonder if I 
should be ashamed for 
not grieving longer. I 
feel maybe I’m doing 
something wrong by 
being happy and not 
having to deal with the 
abuse. What do you 
think? — SURVIVOR IN 
VIRGINIA

DEAR SURVIVOR:
What I think is that 
you should be grateful 
you are free of your 
abusive late husband. I 
see no reason why you 
should feel guilty for 
not grieving the death 
of that disturbed indi-
vidual.

That said, it’s very 
important  you take 
your time before get-
t i n g  i n t o  a n o t h e r 
exc lus ive  re la t ion -
s h i p .  Yo u  a r e 
extremely vulnerable 
now. You need to heal 
f rom the  years  o f 
a b u s e  y o u  e x p e r i -
enced,  and possibly 
receive counseling to 
ensure you don’t drift 
toward the “familiar” or 
overlook warning signs 
of another potential 
abuser.

DEAR ABBY: My hus-
band’s brother and his 
family live out of state. 
They never invite my 
husband’s parents to 
spend any holiday with 
them.

In fact, they initiate 
no visits with them at 
all or travel to the area 
where we live. (We live 
in the same city as my 
in-laws). 

My dilemma: I do not 
want to have my hus-
band’s parents at our 
house for every holi-
day dinner we host.

My children are get-
ting older (one is mar-
ried), and we don’t see 
them often. Sometimes 

I want to get together 
with just our immedi-
ate family, but then I 
feel guilty if I don’t 
ALWAYS include the 
in-laws.

I think my husband’s 
brother should step up 
to the plate and invite 
his parents for at least 
one holiday. I  don’t 
think it’s fair to expect 
us  to  a lways  have 
them at our house. 
What do you think? — 
NEEDING A BREAK 
IN OHIO

DEAR NEEDING: I 
agree that this pattern 
— established heaven 
knows how long ago —
has placed an unfair 
burden on you.

Your husband is long 
overdue for a conversa-
tion with his brother to 
see if something can be 
worked out. However, if 
your brother-in-law is 
unwilling, you may have 
to have your smaller 
family celebrations the 
night before or night 
after the holiday.

DEAR ABBY: One of 
the last times we hung 
out, a friend made a 
comment about my 

s ize .  She sa id ,  “ I 
shouldn’ t  complain 
about my weight gain. 
I’m smaller than YOU.” 
It was really rude.

I thought about that 
comment and how to 
approach it for a week, 
and when I saw her next, 
I asked her to not bring 
up my size when she 
complains about hers. 

Instead of apologiz-
ing, she spent 15 min-
utes justifying what 
she said. But there was 
no real justification.

Since then, I have 
avoided her. She keeps 
reaching out and ask-
ing to spend time with 
me, but at this point, I 
don’t feel I  should. 
What would you do? —
OFFENDED IN HAWAII

DEAR OFFENDED: I 
would tell her no, and I 
would tell her in no 
uncertain terms exactly 
why.

DEAR ABBY: I have 
b e e n  r a i s i n g  m y 
daughter ’s first child. 
“Joey” is 10, and he 
has been living with 
my husband and me 
full time for four years. 
I love him very much 

and enjoy being his 
“mom,” but I’m not 
good at helping him 
with homework. My 
daughter doesn’t have 
time for him. She has 
two other kids with a 
d i f ferent  dad.  The 
stepdad has no desire 
to be a dad to Joey. 

I am Joey’s every-
thing. My life revolves 
around him. But, Abby, 
at 52, I feel I have 
earned the right to do 
as I want at this time 
in my life.  I  feel I 
would be punishing 
Joey if I gave him back 
to his mom to raise. 
His biological father is 
not in his life, although 
the paternal grandpar-
ents are in contact 
w i t h  h i m .  Yo u r 
thoughts on this situa-
tion? — LIKE A MOM 
IN SOUTH CAROLINA.

DEAR LIKE A MOM:
Gladly. When Joey is 
18, you will be 60. That 
is not over the hill. 
Please do not give up 
on your grandson at 
th is  point .  As  you 
stated, you are “every-
thing” to him, and in 
this case, it is literally 
true. Joey’s paternal 
grandparents did a ter-
rible job raising their 
i r r e s p o n s i b l e  s o n . 
Would you really con-
sider turning Joey over 
to them to mess up? 
Stay the course!

DEAR ABBY: My hus-
band has cerebral palsy. 

He can talk, but his 
speech is slightly slurred. 
He can walk, but he’s 
unsteady on his feet. We 
love to go out and have a 
few drinks, but the issue 
is that people think he is 
intoxicated.

We have been thrown 
out of places. We were 
almost thrown out of a 
ride-share service until I 
told the driver he has a 
disability. We were at a 
concert going up the 
steps (I was holding 
beers), and everyone 
stared at him thinking he 
was drunk. Do you have 
any advice (short of put-
ting up a sign that he is 
disabled)? — SOCIAL 
SPOUSE.

DEAR SPOUSE: Your 
husband should not have 
to display a sign. When 
you go to a bar or a res-
taurant, inform the man-
ager or the bartender as 
soon as you enter that 
your husband has a dis-
ability that affects his 
balance.

While it won’t work in 
large crowds such as at a 
concert, it should save 
you and your husband 
from any misunderstand-
ings in smaller venues..

Dear Abby is written 
by Abigail Van Buren, 
also known as Jeanne 
Phillips, and was founded 
by her mother, Pauline 
Phillips. Contact Dear 
Abby at www.DearAbby.
com or P.O. Box 69440, 
Los Angeles, CA 90069.
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Dear Abby
by Abigail Van Buren

Widow encounters
happiness following
years of violence

Dear Gabby: Now that 
the Christmas season is 
approaching, I am stumped 
on what to get my kids’ 
teachers! I know every par-
ent in the class is going to 
donate money toward a 
class gift of cash, but I really 
want to add something 
thoughtful to the present.

Do you have any recom-
mendations for gifts teach-
ers actually want to receive? 
Also, my one son has mul-
tiple teachers. Any ideas for 

something small to gift each 
teacher? 

— Stumped in the 
Woods

Dear Stumped,

Having every parent 
donate money toward a 
group gift is a really great 
idea! This allows the 
teacher to get a larger gift 
and it shows how grateful 
the class is as a whole.

Cash also lets the 

teacher spend on what-
ever they want, which is 
awesome.

On the other hand, we 
know how sensible teach-
ers are, and we love to 
pair the monetary gift 
with something fun so 
they can treat themselves!

Small Favors has so 
many great ideas for gifts 
to give to teachers! Their 
teacher customers always 
say that they love to get 
personal products like a 

Spongelle buffer, shower 
steamers, or anything 
from our Patchology “spa 
at home” section.

Another great add-on 
gift would be any of our 
yummy Christmas treats 
or a great-smelling can-
dle. When in doubt, every 
teacher wants to start the 
new year off with a fresh 
new lunchbox from Scout!

The people who edu-
cate our children are so 
important and they love 

celebrating teachers at 
Small Favors. They are 
fully stocked with all of 
your Christmas shopping 
needs! 

— Gabby

We  l o v e  p r o b l e m -
s o l v i n g  a n d  g i v i n g 
advice!  Please send us 
your questions & prob-
lems to advice@grosse
pointenews.com.

Teachers’ gifts made easy

Should I contact old flame from the past

Grosse Pointe GabbyGrosse Pointe Gabby
The Pulse Of The PointesThe Pulse Of The Pointes

Classic
Ann Landers

Dear Ann Landers: I am 
a 26-year-old woman with 
a problem. When I was in 
high school, I cheated on 
my steady boyfriend with 
an older man. I discovered 
I was pregnant and was 
sure the older man was the 
father of the baby.

Last December, after 
eight years of paying child 
support, the man requested 
a DNA test to determine 

paternity. I was stunned 
when it turned out that my 
daughter isn’t his after all. 

Here’s the real problem. 
When I found out I was 
pregnant, my boyfriend 
asked if the baby was his, 
and I assured him it was 
not. That boyfriend is now 
happily married and has 
children. I have been mar-
ried to a wonderful man 
for almost six years, and 

he wants to adopt my 
daughter.

Should I try to contact 
my old boyfriend and dis-
rupt his life by telling him 
he has a daughter? Part of 
me feels he is entitled to 
know, but another part 
worries that I would only 
mess up more lives. Please 
tell me what to do. — Kitty 
in K.C.

Dear Kitty in K.C.: I’m 
with the part of you that 
says leave it alone. If any 
of my readers think oth-
erwise, I would like to 
hear their reasoning.

Dear Ann: You have 
printed several letters 
from lonely grandparents 
who wonder why they 
never hear from their 
grandchildren. I’m a man 
who has the reverse of 

that problem. 
I’ve been happily married 

for 21 years and have a teen-
age daughter and son. Since 
the day our children were 
born, my widowed mother 
has shown absolutely no 
interest in them whatsoever. 
I cannot understand this. 
Our children are every par-
ent’s dream. They are bright, 
well-mannered, respectful 
and a joy to be around.

When our children were 
young, my mother made it 
clear she did not want to 
babysit our kids, so we 
never asked her.

When we make the 
200-mile trip to her town, 
it’s as if my wife and kids 
are invisible. She talks 
incessantly about her 
friends and social activi-
ties but never directs any 
conversation toward our 
children.

The only acknowledg-
ment she has ever given 
them is an annual birth-
day card. The one time 
she came to our home, 
she sat on the edge of the 
sofa and kept saying she 
needed to leave as soon as 
possible. She went home 
the next morning.

Am I expecting too 
much? My mother is in her 
70s and is an intelligent 
woman. My children would 
love to have a caring grand-
mother, and I wish I could 
fi nd a stand-in for them. At 
this point, I no longer want 
to visit my mother and sub-
ject my children to her 
indifference. Do you have 

any ideas on how to get her 
to warm up? — Sad Son in 
N.C.

Dear N.C.: You might as 
well try to warm up 
Siberia. Have you told her 
how much it would mean 
to you if she took an inter-
est in your children?

If she is willing to dis-
cuss it, you might be able 
to turn things around. If 
not, leave the family at 
home when you visit your 
mother, and spare every-
one the aggravation.

A N N  L A N D E R S 
COPYRIGHT  2022 
CREATORS.COM.



A recent trip to the 
ho l iday  market  a t 
Eastern Market once 
again brought great 
inspiration. Cabbage 
was everywhere and 
what better way to use 
them than a  s low 
cooked delicious cab-
bage roll.

The scent from this 
dish transforms your 
house into the most 
enjoyable place to be. 
Your neighbors will be 
jealous. Extra effort 
equals extra enjoy-
ment.

It’s a perfect meal to 
make with family on a 
cold Sunday. It just 
screams comfort.

The sauce is refresh-
ingly sweet and tart 
and the pork and beef 
mixture is divine.

The best part is that 
you don’t have to pre-
cook your rice. It was a 
complete crowd pleaser 
in our house and I’m 
sure it will be in your’s.

Cooking together 
with family is such a 
t reasure  and  we l l 
worth it.

Cheers, Mombeau

Stuffed Cabbage Rolls

1 large head of green 
cabbage

½ lb ground beef

½ lb ground pork

1 minced onion

1/3 cup uncooked white 
rice

Tomato Sauce

1 15oz can tomato 
sauce

1 15oz can crushed 
tomatoes

2 tbsp brown sugar

2 tbsp balsamic vine-
gar

Salt and pepper to 
taste

Start by boiling water 
in a large pot. Cut the 
end of your cabbage and 
peel off a few of the outer 
leaves. Add it to the pot 
once the water has come 
to a boil. Let cook for fi ve 
to six minutes and 
remove the head to cool. 

This step helps the leaves 
to easily peel off. Let the 
cabbage cool.

Next, make the sauce. 
In a saucepan, add all of 
the ingredients and let 
cook for about 10 min-
utes. You don’t want it to 
reduce too much because 
the steam from the sauce 
will cook the rice.

While the sauce cooks, 
mix together the meats, 
rice and onions. I like to 
use my hands to combine 
everything, Season with 
salt and pepper if you so 
desire. 

Once the cabbage is 
cool, the sauce is cooked 
and the meat is mixed, 
it’s time to assemble. 
In a 9x13 baking dish, 
add the sauce to the bot-
tom. Peel 12 cabbage 
leaves and lay them 

down on the counter.
Depending on how large 

your leaves are, put about 
¼ cup of the meat mixture 
in the center and roll, 
folding the outside edges 
in so you have a package.

Place in the dish and 
continue rolling so you 
have six rolls on each 
side. Cover with alumi-
num foil and bake at 350 
degrees for 90 minutes. 
Enjoy! 
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Ever encounter a wine 
snob? I have — far too 
often, alas.

And dealing with wine 
snobs is an art form call-
ing for subtlety. Rule No. 
1: laughing out loud is 
verboten. 

Still, you’d simply not 
believe some of the 
things I’ve heard over 
more than 40 years of 
drinking wine. Bad times 
often happen when buf-
foons are in charge of the 
wine selections.

There was the time a 
guy brought to a dinner a 
bottle of 1969 Chateau 
Latour. He displayed it 
with a flourish and 
proudly said it was a 

First Growth (it is), 
implying that the wine 
had to be very good. It 
was swill. The 1969 vin-
tage in Bordeaux was 
horrid.

Then there was the 
Burgundy from the 1940s 
that was so maderized 
only the guy who 
brought it would drink it 
— while waxing poeti-
cally about its ethereal 
existence. 

And I can’t count the 
number of sparkling 
wines that had no fi zz, 
the chardonnays that 
were closer to vanilla 
shakes or undrinkable 
96-point reds I thought 
came from Sun-Maid. 
And I haven’t scratched 
the iceberg yet.

Here are some tips 
when confronted by 
snobs.

First, as previously 
mentioned, keep a 
straight face. Even a 
smirk will be seen as a 
putdown. Second, come 
up with a vocabulary that 
doesn’t place you into 
the snob category or 
embarrass the elitist.

When a wine is sound 
but weird, say it is “inter-

esting.” Or “exotic.” 
When a wine is flawed 
because of bad storage 
(oxidized or maderized),  
say it’s “just over the hill.” 

If the flaw is a lot 
worse, smelling like nail 
polish remover, and it is 
so bad you won’t drink it, 
just wait until the next 
wine arrives. An all-pur-
pose escape clause is, 
“What a wine!”

And what do you do 
when the wine you 
brought is of question-
able quality? My strategy 
is to try serving it fi rst. 
The first wine of any 
party is often likely to be 
OK since there’s no wine 
prior to it to which it can 
be compared.

There is a major 
exception to opening 
older reds first: With 
truly great older wines, 
try to open them after a 
mediocre one. A great 
wine will usually stand 
on its own merits, but 
it’s often a contrast to a 
mediocre wine served 
just before it. 

Another art form is 
knowing what to bring to 
wine parties. A great 
deal of this relates to 

who’s going to be there 
and the format of the 
event. If it’s a sit-down 
dinner and you’re asked 
to bring a wine for the 
main course, find out 
what that course is and 
who the guests are.

The larger the group, 
the more likely a modest 
wine will be broadly 
appealing. At such 
events, great wines usu-
ally will be disliked by 
some people. 

It’s also important to 
get to know what kinds 
of wines the guests pre-
fer. I once knew a terrifi c 
cook who drank only 
white zinfandel. One of 
my sons loves grenache, 
so that’s an easy choice. 

One friend likes care-
fully matured older red 
wines, but once told me 
that after 10 years, most 
don’t have enough fruit. 
Three others love Italian 
reds, any age will do.

Two other friends pre-
fer young, bold reds from 
the New World. One per-
son told me she hates 
any sort of chardonnay 
and recently discovered 
bone-dry riesling —
much to my personal joy.

Finally, if the host of 
the party says the choice 
of wine you bring is 
“wide open,” one guar-
antee of success is to 
bring a dessert wine. A 
great dessert wine often 
seals a fun evening since 
no one dislikes great des-
sert wines.

Wine of the Week: NV 
Gazela Vinho Verde, 
Portugal ($7): This 
extremely light (9 per-
cent alcohol!) white wine 
is an absolutely perfect 
prototype of the north-
ern Portuguese region 

from which it comes. 
Made from a blend of 
two local white grapes 
with excellent acidity, 
Vinho Verde is the ulti-
mate summer quaffer. 
It’s slightly off-dry, has a 
delicate aroma of kiwi 
and lime and is easy to 
sip on a patio with light 
cheeses.. 

To fi nd out more about 
Dan Berger, visit the 
Creators Syndicate web-
page at www.creators.com.
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A Californian, writing 
recently to Decanter 
Magazine in London, 
took some of the maga-
zine’s contributors to 
task for what he saw as 
disparaging remarks 
about American wines.

The controversy is 
about as basic as any-
thing I can think of and 
comes down to the old 
Latin phrase “De gusti-
bus non est disputan-
dum.” Or roughly, 
regarding the matter of 
taste, there is no dis-
pute. You like one thing, 
I like another, and each 
of us is right — for our-
selves.

The letter writer 
pointed to comments 
from some of the U.K. 
magazine’s authors who, 
he said, denigrate U.S. 
wines. And he noted, 
“Perhaps this has to do 
with the fact that 
Americans prefer to drink 
their wine separately 
from food?”

The fact that he ended 
the sentence with a ques-
tion mark makes me think 
he’s not sure if that’s the 
way Americans typically 
consume wine. But I guess 
he suspects it is.

And that may be a clue 
to why Decanter, “the 

world’s greatest wine 
magazine,” in the words 
of it’s own cover slogan, 
gives glowing reviews to 
many European wines 
that are a bit more deli-
cate, crisp/tart, or refl ec-
tive of the soil/origin.

It also gives reviews, 
the letter writer implied, 
that portray California 
wines as different from 
European wines and not 
as well appreciated by 
British palates.

Moreover, his comment 
about the wine-food con-
nection claiming a lesser 
role in the United States 
than it does in Europe is 
telling — mainly because 
it appears to be true.

I often hear of U.S. 
wine tastings in which 
not a speck of victuals is 
anywhere near the vinous 
venue. The best wines are 
often said to be “hedonis-
tic,” and rare is the com-
ment about what sort of 
food would be best with 
the winners.

Quite the opposite is 
the case with many 
European wines. Food 
and wine are inseparable, 
for the most part, on the 
continent.

But a key point here is 
that in many areas of 
Europe, the wines refl ect 

the soil because the 
grapes grow in a conti-
nental climate that has a 
lot less sunlight hours 
during the growing sea-
son than does the U.S. 
West Coast’s generally 
Mediterranean clime. 
Lots of sun translates in 
ultra-ripe grapes, which 
usually carries less of the 
soilís message.

So in some ways it’s 
Mother Nature that 
allows Europe to make a 
“European style” of 
wine, a more delicate, 
food-oriented style. And 
it’s also Mother Nature 
that permits California 
to make a more opulent 
style that some people 
prefer to drink as they 
would cola.

Because the contribu-
tors to Decanter are 
largely locally grown 
experts with roots in 
European wines, they 
have developed a palate 
for that style of wine and 
are best equipped to cri-
tique it.

As the late Louis M. 
Martini once said, “We 
like best that to which we 
have become accus-
tomed.”

Either the letter writer 
should become more 
accustomed to European 
wines, or simply stick to 
his California favorites. 

Or stop reading 
Decanter. 

To fi nd out more about 
Dan Berger, visit the 
Creators Syndicate web-
page at www.creators.com.
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Best
BURGERS IN TOWN!BURGERS IN TOWN!

CALL for CARRY-OUTCALL for CARRY-OUT
18666 Mack Ave., Grosse Pointe Farms

313-881-5675

1
Thank You

Frontline 
Heroes!

120122

SEE 
MENU

yKennedy’s

EST. 
1980

Heather’s Famous

SLOPPY JOESSLOPPY JOES
Tuesdays  &
Wednesdays

Try Our FamousTry Our Famous
Corned BeefCorned Beef

SandwichSandwich

Check us out onCheck us out on
Doordash, Grubhub Doordash, Grubhub 

and UberEatsand UberEats

BEST
BEST

of the

20        22

Swiss Cheese, peppers & onions

PhillyPhilly
Cheese SteakCheese Steak

SandwichSandwich

Happy Hour Tuesday through Friday 3PM - 5PM
LUNCH Tuesday - Friday 11:30AM - 3:00PM

CALL FOR SHOW TIMES AND RESERVATIONS

(313) 882-5299 
97 KERCHEVAL, GROSSE POINTE FARMS, MI 48236

DIRTYDOGJAZZ.COM

Open for Lunch
Tue. - Fri. 11:30 - 3PM

RESERVATIONS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED
Upscale Dining & Jazz Favorites! 

120122

-TUESDAYS-
1 SEATING: 6:00PM-8:00PM (Ron English plays from 6:30PM-8:00PM)

-WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY-
1SEATING: 6:00PM-8:30PM (Performer plays from 7:00PM-8:30PM)

-FRIDAY & SATURDAY- 2 Seatings each night
1st SEATING: 6:00PM-8:00PM (Performer plays from 6:30PM-7:30PM)

2nd SEATING: 8:30PM-10:30PM (Performer plays from 9:00PM-10:00PM

BEST
BEST

of the

20        21

JASON MARSALISJASON MARSALIS
JAZZ DRUMMER

December 2 and
December 3

AGUANKOAGUANKO
LATIN JAZZ

KATHY KOSINSKATHY KOSINS
JAZZ VOCALIST

November 30 and
December 1

RJ SPANGLER RJ SPANGLER 
JAZZ DRUMMER

December 7 through
December 10

December 14 through
December 17

Courtesy of Mombeau’s Table
Family cooking time

Wine  Talk
by Dan Bergerby Dan Berger

Dealing with wine snobs

Europe vs. United States
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The Detroit 
Ghostbusters 

spray snow
on parade

spectators.

The 47th annual Grosse Pointe Santa Claus Parade entertained a host of 
spectators lining the parade route along Kercheval, from The Hill to The 
Village, on Friday, Nov. 25.

Returning favorite Redford Township Unicycle Club thrill onlookers.

The Parade 
Company
Big Heads 
high-fi ve

kids in the 
crowd.

Grosse Pointe Robotics students marched.

Santa and Mrs. Claus wave to the crowd.

From left, Grosse Pointe Park Mayor Michele Hodges, Grosse 
Pointe Woods Mayor Art Bryant, Grosse Pointe Farms Mayor 
Louis Theros, Harper Woods Mayor Valerie Kindle and Grosse 
Pointe Shores Mayor Ted Kedzierski, Santa Claus (holding the key 
to the city), and City of Grosse Pointe Mayor Sheila Tomkowiak 
greet the crowd at parade’s end.

Mason Elementary School’s Girl Scout Troop #77262 proudly march 
with their banner.

Grosse Pointe Santa Claus Parade
Photo story by Renee Landuyt

Check out the online calendar on our website for more details & registration links

E E N T SV
THURSDAY, DEC. 1 

 » 9th Annual Holiday 
Wine Tasting  
Tompkins Community 
Center, 6-8 p.m.
14920 Windmill Pointe Dr. 
 

 » A night of Motor City 
Soul w/Laura Rain 
and the Caesars and 
Smoke Jones  
Aretha’s Jazz Cafe, 
8-11 p.m.
350 Madison St. 
 

 » Album Release Show: 
Rodney Whitaker 
Quartet  
Cliff Bell's, 7:30-11 p.m.
2030 Park Ave. 
 

 » Dave Sharpe Worlds 
Quartet featuring 
Elden Kelly  
The War Memorial, 
7:30-9:30 p.m.
32 Lake Shore Drive. 
 

 » Kathy Kosins   
Dirty Dog Jazz Cafe, 
6-8:30 p.m.
97 Kercheval. 

FRIDAY, DEC. 2  
 » Baby Shark Live!: The 
Christmas Show  
Fox Theatre, 6 p.m.
2211 Woodward Ave. 
 

 » Candlelight: From 
Bach to The Beatles  
St. Peter and Paul Jesuit 
Church, 6:30-7:35 p.m.
438 St. Antoine. 
 

 » Jason Marsalis   
Dirty Dog Jazz Cafe, 
97 Kercheval.   
 

 » Sean Dobbins 
Quartet  
Cliff Bell's, 7:30-11:30 p.m.
2030 Park Ave. 
 

 » WJLB Big Show  
Little Caesars Arena, 
6:30 p.m.
2645 Woodward.  

SATURDAY, DEC. 3 

 » The 47th Parcells 
Holiday Bazaar & 
Craft Fair  
Parcells Middle School, 
9 a.m.-4 p.m.
20600 Mack Ave. 
 

 » Jason Marsalis   
Dirty Dog Jazz Cafe, 
6-8 p.m.
97 Kercheval. 
 

 » Live, Lit And 
Laughter  
Fox Theatre, 7 p.m.
2211 Woodward Ave. 
 

 » MAC Championship  
Ford Field, 12 p.m.
2000 Brush St.. 
 

 » Palmer Woods 2022 
Holiday Home Tour 
& Soirée  
Palmer Woods, 
4:30-11:30 p.m.
Seven Mile and Woodward 
Avenue. 
 

 » Sean Dobbins 
Quartet  
Cliff Bell's, 7:30-11:30 p.m.
2030 Park Ave. 

SUNDAY, DEC. 4 

 » A Charlie Brown 
Christmas (Touring)  
Fox Theatre, 12:30 p.m., 
3:30 p.m., 6:30 p.m.
2211 Woodward Ave. 
   

 » Grosse Pointe 
Symphony Christmas 
Concert  
Our Lady Star of the Sea 
Church, 3-5 p.m.
467 Fairford. 
 

 » Holiday Markets 2022  
Eastern Market, 
10 a.m.-4 p.m.
2934 Russell St. 
  

 » Princess Holiday 
Breakfast  
The War Memorial, 
11 a.m.-1 p.m.
32 Lake Shore Drive. 
 

 » Sean Dobbins 
Quartet  
Cliff Bell's, 7:30-11 p.m.
2030 Park Ave.  

MONDAY, DEC. 5 

 » Blues Jam
The Cadieux Cafe, 
8-11 p.m.
4300 Cadieux Rd.. 
 

 » Boat Handling and 
Marine Navigation 
Class  
788 Lake Shore Rd, 
7-9 p.m.
311 E Grand River Ave. 

TUESDAY, DEC. 6 

 » 1st Tuesday Book 
Group  
Ewald Branch, 2-3 p.m.
15175 E Jefferson
 

 » Channel 95.5’s 
Jingle Ball  
Little Caesars Arena, 
7:30 p.m.
2645 Woodward. 
  

 » Little Learners 
Hour of Code  
Woods Branch, 
4:15-5:15 p.m.
20680 Mack Ave
 

 » One-Day Holiday 
Puzzle & Accessory 
Sale  
St. Clair Shores Public 
Library,  2-8 p.m.
22500 E Eleven Mile Rd. 
  

 » Read, Rhyme & Play  
Ewald Branch, 10:30-11 a.m. 
15175 E Jefferson
 

 » TINA - The Tina 
Turner Musical  
Detroit Opera House, 
8 p.m.
1526 Broadway St. 

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 7 

 » Classical Guitar 
Recital-place saver  
Ewald Branch,  6-9 p.m.
15175 E Jefferson
 

 » Dave Koz and Friends 
25th Anniversary 
Christmas Tour  
Music Hall Center for the 
Performing Arts, 8 p.m.
350 Madison St. 
 

 » Detroit Guitar 
Conservatory 
Classical Guitar 
Recital  
Ewald Branch, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
15175 E Jefferson
 

 » Music Jam  
Cabbage Patch Saloon, 
9:30-11 p.m.
15130 Mack Ave. 
 

 » RJ Spangler & 
Planet D Nonet   
Dirty Dog Jazz Cafe, 
97 Kercheval. 
 

 » TINA - The Tina 
Turner Musical  
Detroit Opera House, 
8 p.m.

Grosse Pointe South and Grosse Pointe North marching bands 
help the crowds get into the holiday spirit.

Detroit Jazz Festival float’s 
soothing sounds fi ll the 

streets.



MOVIE REVIEW
“Where the Crawdads 

Sing”
2022 - PG-13

2 hr 5min

The new offering from 
Netflix, “Where the 
Crawdads Sing,” is based 
on the international best-
selling novel of the same 
title by Delia Owens. It’s 
one of those epic dramas 
where everything includ-
ing writing, casting, act-
ing, musical score and 
cinematography all come 
together to create a phe-
nomenal fi lm.

I’ve not read the book, 
but if it’s as good as the 
movie, it’s made a beeline 
to the top of my reading 
list. I’ve seen some com-
ments that the movie 
doesn’t measure up to the 
book, which isn’t fair. It’s 

a  d i f f e ren t 
medium and 
some things 
need to be 
altered to make 
a movie more 
effective. 

The setting of 
the story is a 
small town in 
South Carolina, 
on the Atlantic 
coast in the 50s 
and 60s. It 
begins when a 
body is found at the base 
of a fi re watchtower. We 
learn that it’s Charles 
A n d r e w s  ( H a r r i s 
Dickinson), a popular 
local young man.

Sheriff Jackson (Bill 
Kelly) suspects foul play 
and based on his suspi-
cions, apprehends a 
young girl Kya Clark 
(Daisy Edgar-Jones). Kya 

is a shy, reclusive charac-
ter who lives on her own 
in the marshlands a few 
miles out of town. 

Kya refuses to talk 
about her involvement in 
the potential murder case 
and is jailed, awaiting 
trial.

A good portion of the 
film is devoted to her 
backstory. She grew up 

with an abu-
sive, hard-

drinking father. When she 
was a little girl her mother 
walked out on her and her 
siblings and was never 
heard from again.

Then, one by one, her 
family walked out on her 
until she was left to raise 
herself. Kya’s remarkably 
resourceful and manages 

to earn enough money to 
survive selling mussels to 
a warm-hearted black 
shopkeeper  named 
Jumpin’ (Sterling Macer 
Jr.). He and his wife 
Mabel (Michael Hyatt) 
are very protective of her 
and make sure she stays 
out of harm’s way.

Fast forward to the 
present day when a 
retired attorney, Tom 
Milton (David Strathairn), 

decides to take on Kya’s 
case. I’ve seen Mr. 
Strathairn in a number of 
fi lms and he always plays 
a kind, gentle, and intel-
ligent character. He’s per-
fectly cast here.

The whole courtroom 
drama set in the South 
reminded me a lot of “To 
Kill a Mockingbird.” In 
fact, Strathairn seemed 
like a modern-day ver-
sion of Gregory Peck. 
While Kya refuses to 
speak about her case, 
Tom has to deduce for 
himself what actually 
occurred. 

While cutting back and 
forth in time, more about 
Kya’s life is revealed. 
She’s a talented artist 
and is fascinated with the 
flora and fauna of the 
marshlands. She’s a self-
taught artist and devotes 
most of her days drawing 
the local wildlife.

At one point in her 
teens, she befriends a 
handsome young man 
Tate Walker (Taylor John 
Smith). The two are kin-
dred spirits (I love that 
term), and they become 
romantically involved. 
Before he goes off to col-
lege he promises to pick 
up where they left off 
when he  returns . 

H o w e v e r, 
Kya never 
hears from 
him again. 

It’s at this 
point that 
the town 
d a n d y 
C h a s e 
b e g i n s 
courting her. 
He seems to 
be sincere, 
but you can’t 
help but be 
suspicious 
of his inten-
tions. This is 

where I’ll leave off describ-
ing the story. If I say any 
more, you could just skip 
watching this excellent 
fi lm.  I can’t recommend 
“Where the Crawdads 
Sing” highly enough.

The only negative criti-
cism I have about it is the 
ending. I felt the last 10 
minutes or so were quite 
rushed. I would have 
ended the movie a bit ear-
lier, however I may be 
alone in this. Feel free to 
shoot me an email and let 
me know what you think. 

All in all, I thought the 
film was just wonderful. 
Ms. Edgar-Jones turns in 
an amazing performance. 
She is shy and reclusive, 
but underneath this quiet 
demeanor is a confi dent, 
self-assured young woman. 
Based on the acting chops 
she delivered here, I think 
she certainly has a bright 
future in the business.

I also think the fi lm will 
bring home more than 
one trophy come Oscar 
time!

Currently streaming on 
Netfl ix and available to 
rent on Prime Video.

★★★★✩

For movie trailers, 
visit youtube.com.

If you have any sug-
gestions, feel free to 
email me at: domin-
mark@yahoo.com. 

Also, if you’re looking 
for more recommenda-
tions, be sure to check 
out my blog: mov-
iejunkiemark.blogspot.
com.
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Movie Junkie Mark
by Mark Domin

Left, Taylor John Smith as Tate Walker and Daisy Edgar-Jones 
as Kya Clark, the Marsh Girl.

Left, Daisy Edgar-Jones with David Strathairn as the 
Lawyer, Tom Milton, who represents Kya Clark.

by Anna Lizer

My posture is becoming 
absolutely awful from star-
ing at my computer and 
phone all day. Whenever 
I’m answering emails, my 
back is completely slumped 
over and I don’t even 
notice it. I am pretty tall 
and after sitting like this 
for a few hours, I notice 
neck and back pain and 
sometimes even get head-
aches from bad posture.

This problem drives me 
crazy because it’s some-
thing that can so easily be 
corrected but it’s the last 
thing I notice while I’m at 
work.

There are so many detri-

mental effects of bad pos-
ture. Poor circulation, 
impaired lung function, 
poor digestion, and curva-
ture of the spine are just a 
few of the negative conse-
quences it can cause.

I’ve seen a few pos-
t u r e  c o r r e c t o r s  o n 
Amazon and decided to 
order one for $17.99. I 
didn’t think it would be 
something I’d ever use 
but purchasing the prod-
uct made me feel like I 
was making an effort.

When it arrived (that 
same afternoon, thanks 
Amazon!) I tried it on and 
immediately loved it.

The posture corrector 
has two straps that fi t like 

a backpack and an adjust-
able velcro strap under the 

chest area. There is a fi rm 
strap that goes up the mid-
dle of your back as a gentle 
reminder to sit up straight 
throughout the day. It’s 
easy to wear and adjust to 
fi t your body.

Even though I thought 
I’d never use this product, 
I absolutely love this thing! 
The corrector is flexible 
and comfortable enough to 
wear all day. I’ve worn it to 
work, taken the dog for a 
walk, and done other ran-
dom daily activities with-
out even noticing I had it 
on. It is completely invisi-
ble under clothes and 
encourages me to sit tall 

throughout the day.
I am giving this product 

4 out of 5 alligators 
because it’s a simple prod-
uct that really works!!

We LOVE testing out 
new things! Tell us about 
your favorite item or some-
thing you want us to try for 
you! Drop us a line at 
media@grossepointenews.
com.

4 Out Of 5

PHOTOS COURTESY OF SONY PICTURES

Daisy Edgar-Jones as Kya Clark, known as the Marsh girl in the 2022 fi lm 
“Where the Crawdads Sing,” a coming-of-age story of a young girl raised by 
the marshlands of the south in the 50s. 

By Ted O Neil



Moon Alert: Avoid 
shopping or making 
important decisions from 
9:30 p.m. to 11:50 p.m. 
EST today (6:30 p.m. to 
8:50 p.m. PST). After 
that, the Moon moves 
from Pisces into Aries.

Happy Birthday for 
Thursday, Dec. 1, 2022:

You are attractive, 
friendly and easygoing in 
your relat ionships. 
Personally, you are 
h i g h l y  i n t u i t i v e . 
Sometimes you just 
“sense” things. You are 
always independent. 
This year is the begin-
ning of a nine-year cycle 
for you. Expect new 
beginnings, adventures 
and major changes in 
your life!

ARIES
(March 21-April 19)

Right off the bat, you 
have to realize that coop-
eration from others will be 
diffi cult today. Just accept 
this. Don’t expect too 
much from others. Tension 
about politics, religion or 
racial issues might arise 
even if you keep a low 
profi le and hide. Tonight: 
Avoid controversy.

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)

Another day, and more 
squabbles about money, 
earnings and your posses-
sions. These disputes also 
might be about shared 
property, inheritances or 
the limits of your responsi-
bilities for someone. 
Discover what is expected 
of you. You have to face this. 
Tonight: Know your rights.

GEMINI
(May 21-June 20)

Your closest relation-
ships will be tested today. 
You might feel annoyed 
with someone close to 
you. This is challenging, 
because you want to get 
along with these people. 
Today, however, you are 
also high-viz, which 
means people notice you. 
Be aware of this. Tonight: 
Double-check instruc-
tions.

CANCER
(June 21-July 22)

Work squabbles and dif-
fering opinions with co-
workers, clients or 
customers might be a chal-
lenge for you today. Many 
people underestimate how 
important it is to get along 
with co-workers. Not only 
does it make your job pleas-
ant, it’s smart. Be smart. 
Tonight: Think for yourself.

LEO
(July 23-Aug. 22)

 Today you might have 
disputes with your kids, 
or possibly a friend or a 
member of a group. This 
quarrel might be about 
choosing a social occa-
sion or outing. It might 
relate to your kids. It also 
might relate to the cost of 
something and how to 
divide or share it. It’s a 
challenging day! Tonight: 
Check your fi nances.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

Do what you can to 
keep harmony at home 
as well as with partners 
and close friends. The 
key is not to give in to 
anger. Think before you 
speak. Make no assump-
tions. Don’t be critical of 
others. This way you can 
get through this day 
unscathed, which is what 
you want to do. Tonight: 
Cooperate.

LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

Squabbles with daily 
contacts like siblings, rela-
tives and neighbors might 
arise today. You also might 
fi nd yourself at odds with 
someone at work or about 
a work-related issue. Since 
this is the tenor of this day, 
avoid this unpleasantness 
if you can. Who needs it? 
Not you. Tonight: Work..

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

Money squabbles 
might occur today. Or 
you might have a differ-
ence of opinion with 
someone about some-
thing that you own. 
Whatever the case (and it 

could involve a romantic 
partner or perhaps your 
kids), it’s best to go along 
to get along today. Keep 
the peace. Tonight: 
Relax.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

Today there are three 
planets in your sign at odds 
with Mars and the Moon. 
Yes, this could be the 
Gunfi ght at the O.K. Corral. 
Remember that you are 
dealing with family and peo-
ple who are close to you. 
Confl ict only makes things 
worse. Stay chill. Tonight: 
Cocoon.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

If you can do your best 
to be low-key to avoid con-
fl ict with others, especially 
at work, this would be 
ideal. However, you might 
get sucked into something 
that you can’t avoid. If so, 
be part of the solution, 
not part of the problem. 
Tonight: Be honest.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

You might be involved 
in goal-setting today or 
working with younger, 
c r e a t i v e  p e o p l e . 
Nevertheless, conflict 
with kids or disputes 
about money or some-
thing that you own might 
ruin the picture for you. 
Look for a peaceful solu-
tion. Tonight: Check 
your possessions.

PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20)

Your dealings with par-
ents, bosses and the 
police will be challeng-
ing today. Fortunately, 
the Moon is in your sign 
today. Although this will 
make you excitable, it 
will help you get your 
way. Fingers crossed. 
Just coast. Tonight: 
You’re in charge.

BORN TODAY
Zoe Kravitz (1988), 

singer, actress Bette 
Midler (1945), actor, 
rapper Riz Ahmed 
(1982).

Weekly HoroscopesWeekly HoroscopesWeekly Horoscopes
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by Steve Becker

Contract BridgeContract Bridge
WHAT CAN DEFEAT ME?

Let’s say you’re in three notrump 
and West leads the six of clubs. There 
appears to be nothing to the play, so 
you take East’s king of clubs with the 
ace and return a low diamond. West 
follows low, but when you win with 
dummy’s queen, East shows out, and 
there you are — in danger of losing 
the contract. In due course, you find 
that no matter how you twist and turn, 

the best you can do is go down one.
You could attribute the result to bad 

luck, if you were so inclined, but the 
plain fact is that if you played the 
hand this way, the outcome is really 
your own fault.

The moment dummy comes down, 
you can see that the contract is ice-
cold if the diamonds are divided 2-2 
or 3-1. The only threat is an unlikely 
— but possible — 4-0 break. Grant-
ing that a 4-0 diamond division is only 
a 1-in-10 possibility, that does not 
excuse the failure to make provisions 
for it.

Once you’ve developed the hab-
it of worrying about such things, it 
becomes clear that the right play at 
trick two is the jack of diamonds, not 
the deuce. If West has all four dia-
monds, leading the jack will enable 
you to make four diamond tricks — 
and the contract — because dummy’s 
K-Q-7 will eventually swallow up 
West’s 10-9-4 with the aid of repeated 
finesses.

It is true that if East has all four dia-
monds, leading the jack won’t help 
you a bit. But in that case, there isn’t 
anything you can do to salvage the 
contract. In bridge, all you’re expect-
ed to do is to control the controllable.

©2022 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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Find The 5 Differences

Find & Color The 5 Hidden Birds
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Garfield                                                                       Jim Davis
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Dilbert                                                                       Scott Adams

Beetle Bailey                                                     Greg and Mort Walker

Flying McCoys           Glenn McCoyZiggy                          Tom Wilson

Wizard of Id        Created by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart. Currently by Mason Mastroianni

Carpe Diem                                                             Niklas Eriksson

Andy Capp                                                                 Reg Smythe 

© 2022 by Andrews McMeel Syndication 11/24 Solution

Complete the 
grid so every row, 
column and 3 x 3 
box contains 
every digit from 
1 to 9 inclusively.

Previous puzzle 
solution

U N I V E R S A L
Sudoku Puzzle

12/1

Blondie                                                                     Chris and Dean Young
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Family Circus                                        Bill and Jeff Keane

“Why didn’t Santa use his reindeer 
and sleigh instead of a helicopter?”

©2022 Bill Keane, Inc. 
Dist. by King Features Synd. 
www.familycircus.com

Universal Crossword

© 2022 by Andrews McMeel Universal 
www.upuzzles.com

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER

Edited by David Steinberg December 1, 2022

11/24 Solution

We’re a Team by Freddie Cheng12/1

ACROSS
 1 Moderate 

pace
 5 Subway 

Series org.
 8 Mountain 

feature
13 Broccoli ___
14 Actor Coward
15 In the know
16 “Black ___” 

(2022  
superhero 
film)

17 Result of 
clogged 
pores, maybe

18 “Y” is the 
only one in 
“rhythm”

19 *Dormitories 
and such

22 Historical 
time span

23 “Talk. They 
Hear You.” 
ad, e.g.

24 Ganja
25 Class- 

conscious 
org.?

26 Drying  
Asian sea

28 Piece of skin 
art, briefly

31 *It’s no joke
36 Lotion  

ingredient
37 Charged 

atom
38 What might 

lead to self- 
reflection?

39 *Bushy 
upper-lip 
growths

44 Show  
featuring 
Bowen Yang, 
for short

45 Put online
46 Tree that  

produces 
acorns

 47 Figs. that  
average 
around 100

 48 Tarnish
 49 Sun Devils’ 

sch.
 52 *Likely  

culprits
 56 Dude, slangily
 58 Like Oscar 

statuettes
 59 “Fancy ___!”
 60 Word before 

“peace” or 
“circle”

 61 Mule sound
 62 Musician’s 

big moment
 63 “Get some 

answers!”
 64 Highest 

rating, often
 65 Artist and 

activist Ono
DOWN
  1 Go over an 

outline?
  2 Navigation aid
  3 “44”
  4 Seasonal 

worker
  5 Chocolaty 

coffee drink
  6 TV host Jay
  7 “Sacre ___!”
  8 Pasta type 

that’s  
commonly 
square

  9 “Ain’t  
happening”

 10 Top ___ En-
tertainment

 11 LSAT or 
MCAT  
alternative

 12 Long,  
predatory fish

 14 Bahamas 
capital

 20 Words before 
“no good”

 21 Relaxation 
destinations

 25 Place to dock
 26 “I don’t know 

___ you,  
but ...”

 27 Participates 
in a marathon

 28 The “T” in 
MIT, for short

 29 Queens  
tennis  
stadium 
name

 30 General ___ 
chicken

 31 Tools that can 
be circular  
or linear

 32 Flair
 33 What might 

have tightly 
packed 
quarters?

 34 “The ___” 
(game with 
virtual people)

 35 Hickey site, 
often

 40 One of two in 
a proton

 41 Former  
slugger 
Sammy

 42 Warm and 
cozy

 43 50+ group
 47 Dots in  

the sea
 48 Disney  

heroine played 
by Liu Yifei

 49 Blessed 
sound?

 50 Stem for corn
 51 “We also want 

in!” ... and 
a phonetic 
hint to what’s 
found in the 
starred clues’ 
answers

 52 Forearm bone
 53 Some pride 

letters
 54 “Your  

Majesty”
 55 Site with 

handcrafted 
items

 56 Fruit in a 
Newton 
cookie

 57 Ambient 
composer 
Brian

12/1
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Over The Hedge                                               Michael Fry and T. Lewis
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Reality Check          Dave Whamond Bizarro             Dan Piraro and Wayno

Hagar The Horrible                                      Dik Browne and Chris Browne

Wumo                                                Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler 

B.C.                                                     Johnny Hart and Mason Mastroianni 

Mother Goose and Grim                                               Mike Peters

Peanuts                                                                                                                                               Charles M. Schulz
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Marmaduke                                      Paul & Brad Anderson

“Just where does that tunnel go?”

The Lockhorns                     Bill Hoest, Bunny Hoest and John Reiner

“IT’S  LORETTA’S  3-ALARM  CHILI  BECAUSE  THAT’S 
HOW  MANY  SMOKE  DETECTORS  IT  SETS  OFF.”
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Close To Home                                       John McPherson

In memory of the amazing Charles Schulz. 

Crankshaft                                                           Tom Batiuk and Dan Davis
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Crock                                                      Created by Bill Rechin and Brant Parker 
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F Minus                                                                               Tony Carrilo
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Athlete of the Week
It is not every day you 

see someone pick up a 
sport and a few years 
later become a future 
Division 1 college ath-
lete in that sport. 
However, that is what 
happened for 
G r o s s e 
Pointe South 
s e n i o r 
R y l e i g h 
O’Donoghue. 

A longtime 
fi gure skater 
and hockey 
p l a y e r , 
O’Donoghue 
found  her 
cal l ing for 
the  future 
e l s e w h e r e . 
Although she 
still laces up 
her skates in 
the winter, 
the rest of 
her year is 
now spent on 
t h e  w a t e r 
rowing, a sport she dis-
c o v e r e d  r e l a t i v e l y 
recently.

“I really wanted to be 
a college athlete — 
that’s something really 
important to me — but 
… there aren’t many 
options for being a 
Division 1 fi gure skater 
and I enjoy playing 
hockey a lot, but wanted 

that to be more recre-
ational,” O’Donoghue 
said. “I didn’t start row-
ing with the goal of row-
ing in college. My mom 
found out about a learn-
to-row program. I was 
excited to try it and ever 
since then I loved it.”

That  was during 

O’Donoghue’s sopho-
more year. Now just a 
couple years later, she is 
committed to rowing for 
the  Univers i ty  o f 
Wisconsin. She earned 
her varsity letter in row-
ing from South through 
Detroit Boat Club Crew. 
When O’Donoghue is 
not rowing, she still is 
taking the ice both fi g-

ure skating and as a 
member of the Blue 
Devils’ girls hockey 
team.

Playing two sports 
already, adding rowing 
while going through the 
college recruiting pro-
cess was a bit of a whirl-
wind for O’Donoghue. It 

is, however, 
the nature of 
the sport and 
h a v i n g  a 
diverse set of 
athletic skills 
helped the 
process go a 
b i t  m o r e 
smoothly.

“It was a lot 
very fast ,” 
O’Donoghue 
said. “I was 
start ing to 
talk to col-
lege coaches 
when I just 
found  ou t 
w h a t  t h e 
sport was six 
months prior. 
It was a big 

transition for sure get-
ting into a more unique 
sport. … Rowing is 
something most people 
start when they’re older. 
It’s not really available 
for kids or is something 
kids would want to do. 
Coming from back-
grounds of different 
sports, it made it easier 
to jump into it.”

O’Donoghue’s athletic 
ability may have made it 
an easier transition to 
get into rowing, but 
there was still plenty to 
get used to. Rowing is a 
un ique  spor t  and 
O’Donoghue learned 
firsthand it takes both 
physical and mental 
strength to master it 
quickly.

“When you’re first 
getting into it, it’s bor-
ing almost,” she said. 
“Obviously I don’t fi nd it 
boring because once 
you get into it and 
understand what’s hap-
pening, you can focus 
on a different thing in 
every workout. … In 
hockey, you never have 
the same play twice. It’s 
always changing and 
different. … Having the 
same thing over and 
over didn’t feel right at 
fi rst, but when you get 
more into it you realize 
it isn’t boring at all.”

Perhaps a sport like 
rowing also becomes 
less boring when one 
enjoys the kind of suc-
cess O’Donoghue has in 
her short career. Not 
only is she committed to 
rowing in college, but 
her performance has 
garnered national rec-
ognition. 

Over the summer, 

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

COURTESY PHOTO

Grosse Pointe South senior Ryleigh O’Donoghue 
will continue her rowing career next fall with the 
University of Wisconsin.

Ryleigh Rules

ATH ETE

Ryleigh O’Donoghue Ryleigh O’Donoghue 
School: Grosse Pointe South
Sport: Crew

Sponsored by Expert Heating & Cooling

See ATHLETE, page 4D

The 2022-23 season for 
the Grosse Pointe South 
boys basketball team will 
be a year for the senior 
class. The Blue Devils 
have six seniors on this 
year’s roster, with a 
strong group of juniors 
behind them ready to 
take this veteran-led 
team to the next level. 

South’s group of veter-
ans have plenty of chem-
istry on the court with 
each other already estab-
lished last season and 
during summer and fall 
ball. This winter, the Blue 
Devils are looking for it 
all to come together.

“They’re sharing the 
ball and they trust each 
other,” South boys var-
sity basketball coach 
Stephen Benard said. 
“Basketball can go a long 

way if you’re in unison 
and can sacrifi ce for your 
team you can be compet-
itive in any game you 
play.”

Leading the experi-
enced group of Blue 
Devils this year will be 
senior guard and Mercer 
commit Anthony Benard. 
While he should be the 
No. 1 option for South 
most nights, the level of 
skill around Benard this 
season is nothing to be 
overlooked.

Benard is joined in the 
backcourt by junior 
Karter Richards, who is 
looking to build on what 
was a breakout sopho-
more campaign last sea-
son. Up front, senior big 
men Peter Ulku and Alex 
English will be looked to 
for their tough play in the 
paint. Others like senior 
forwards Noah Stiyer 
and Tommy Maccagnone 

are also expected to play 
key roles throughout the 
season. 

That group has to make 
its way through a chal-
lenging schedule. Along 
with playing in the 
always competitive MAC 
Red, the Blue Devils have 
scheduled games against 
strong teams like Detroit 
Loyola, West Bloomfi eld 
and Chelsea throughout 
the year to make sure 
there are never any 
nights they may be 
caught off-guard. 

“We have a senior led 
team this year which 
means we can dial it up 
and have a consistent 
schedule,” Benard said. 
“There’s no peaks or val-
leys. It seems like all the 
teams we play this year 
are winnable games, but 
they’re going to be chal-

W I N T E R  S P O R T S  P R E V I E W

Blue Devils view  
senior core as 
its strength
By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

South guard Anthony Benard is one of six seniors on the Blue Devils’ boys 
basketball roster for the 2022-23 season. See SOUTH, page 2D
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Grosse Pointe South 
girls basketball knew 
change was coming for 
some time and it seems 
as though 2022-23 could 
be the turning point. 
Veterans like Alexa 
Downey and Kamryn 
Richards have gradu-
ated from the program 
in recent years and left 
the Blue Devils with a 
young roster looking to 
grow steadily through-
out the winter. 

Handling that young 
roster once again will 
be head coach Kevin 
Richards. This is not 
Richards’ fi rst time hav-
ing to work with a 
younger lineup and he 
knows what it takes to 
turn a group like this 
into a well-rounded 
team. The biggest thing 
for the program right 
now is patience, know-
ing that slow but steady 
improvements could be 
the key to getting the 
Blue Devils in a good 
position this year and 
for the future.

“We have three fresh-
men up with us and two 
sophomores.. … It’s a 
young group, but I will 
say I’m looking forward 
to seeing their growth,” 
Richards said. “Even the 
younger kids are pretty 

athletic where I think 
they’ll be able to pick up 
things and we can be a 
totally different team 
come January.” 

Those three freshmen 
— Alexandra Lupo, 
Isabella Dodson and 

Morgan Duff — could 
see their names called 
for solid minutes on the 
court at times this year. 
With this team, many 
might fi nd the roster’s 
youth is where the 
excitement is.

The biggest under-
classman to watch for 
South this year is 
Madison Benard, who 
enters her sophomore 
year after a promising 
freshman season that 
was cut short due to 

injury. 
“She started to hit her 

stride and put together 
a couple of 20-point 
games and was starting 
to get the hang of it, but 
unfortunately had the 
injury,” Richards said 
about the sophomore. 
“She’s worked really 
hard with four to five 
days of PT to get back in 
shape to get stronger. 
Now she’s stronger than 
ever and looks fantas-
tic.”

Benard is an example 
of how this year’s South 
roster also has plenty of 
experience. The Blue 
Devils’ three seniors — 
Olivia Bachert, Ava 
Sjogren and Madison 
Duff — have seen plenty 
of time on the varsity 
court the last couple of 
seasons. Juniors like 
E l sa  Bacher t  and 
Isabella Deveroux also 
are no strangers to get-
ting playing time at the 
varsity level. 

The amount of experi-
ence with some of the 
team, plus their athletic 
potent ial ,  Richards 
believes, puts South in a 
position to be a strong 
team on defense. As for 
the offensive side of the 
ball, the Blue Devils 
seem to be sticking with 
their usual gameplan of 
wanting to out-shoot 
any opponent on a given 

night. 
Getting a young group 

to get used to taking 
and making a high vol-
ume of shots can take 
time. However, the blue-
print a season like this 
could be starting is 
already laid out in 
South’s program.

“We’re shooting it, but 
we’ve got to make 
them,” Richards said. 
“... This group reminds 
me a lot of the young 
group when my daugh-
ter, Kamryn, was a 
freshman. … We started 
to establish how we 
wanted to play and we 
ended up the next year 
winning the MAC Red.”

It is unsure what the 
expectations for the 
Blue Devils might be 
this winter, especially in 
an always-tough MAC 
Red Division. The focus 
seems to come back to 
steady improvement, 
making sure a largely 
young group is ready 
for what is to come. 

“There’s times we 
might be starting two 
freshmen, a sophomore, 
a junior and a senior,” 
Richards said. “But 
there’s times where I 
see those kids just get-
ting better.”

The Blue Devils open 
the regular season 
Friday at home against 
Romeo. 
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By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

W I N T E R  S P O R T S  P R E V I E W

Despite youth, South girls basketball team 
shows potential this year, heading into future 

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

Sophomore Madison Benard is expected to be an impact player on a mostly 
young South girls basketball team. Benard missed a majority of last season due 
to injury.

lenging games to make 
our team better.”

Being able to play a 
strong schedule is not the 

only advantage of having 
a veteran lineup for 
South. The Blue Devils 
hope this year can bring 

them back to the style of 
basketball they truly 
want to play. 

Now that more chemis-
try exists among practi-
cally everyone on the 
court, South hopes to be 
more fast-paced and high 
intensity on offense. 
Everyone in the lineup 
knows each other ’s 
strengths, which gives 
Benard and his team 
plenty of opportunities to 
experiment and adjust 
throughout the year. 

“Last year, we had such 
a new team that we really 
slowed it down,” said 
Benard. “My first year 
here, we had like 73 

points a game and last 
year I think we averaged 
49 or 50…This year is 
going to be more up-
tempo trying to establish 
some easy looks early, 
and I think we’re going to 
move players around. 
I’ve got guys who can 
play multiple positions 
and you might see our 
guards playing in the 
post a lot.”

With the different looks 
they can give to oppo-
nents night in and night 
out, the Blue Devils have 
the potential to draw 
plenty of attention this 
year. A strong schedule 
and a group of experi-

enced veterans seem like 
the right mix to get South 
far, but it all comes down 
to peaking at the right 
time.

“You want to be play-
ing your best basketball 
at the end of the year and 
I think last year we did,” 
Benard said. “This year, 
we want to be steady. The 
schedule is set up so that 
we have to be mentally 
ready and prepared for 
every game we play 
which will be helpful at 
the end of the year.”

South opens the 2022-
23 season at home on 
Thursday, Dec. 7 against 
Detroit Loyola. 

SOUTH:
Continued from page 1D

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

At 6 feet, 8 inches, senior center Alex English is the tallest player listed on 
South’s roster this season. 

When you purchase the gift of the 
Grosse Pointe News you’ll get a sweet gift 

card ornament to wrap or surprise your loved one  
by adding it to the tree on Christmas morning. 

Get yours now for the gift that gives all year!

*SALE PRICE ENDS December 1, 2022

THE GIFT OF 
‘WHAT’S 

HAPPENING IN 
THE POINTES!’

ONLY $30 FOR A WHOLE YEAR!*
grossepointenews.com/subscribe

TEXT TO SUBSCRIBE: (313) 241-0702

(313) 882-6900
Call to get gift card delivered or stop in 

at 16980 Kercheval in the Village.

grossepointenews.com/athlete-of-the-week

ATH ETE
F THE WEE

Do you know an outstanding high school athlete? 
Nominate them for Athlete of the Week and put 

them in the running for Athlete of the Year.
All weekly winners will be invited to the end of year Athlete of the Year 

Awards Gala – with top athletes winning scholarships!
Submit online at:
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Competing against a 
collection of the state’s 
fastest swimmers and 
best divers, the girls var-
sity teams from the 
Pointes proved they 
b e l o n g e d  a m o n g 
Michigan’s  aquat ic 
cream-of-the-crop at the 
Division 2 state champi-
onship meet Nov. 11-12, 
at Calvin College in 
Grand Rapids.

Grosse Pointe South 
finished in fifth place 
with 171 points, while 
Grosse Pointe North 
earned 34 points, good 
f o r  1 8 t h  p l a c e . 
Swimming titans East 
Grand Rapids, who just 
moved up from Division 
3 this season, overpow-

ered the competition 
among a pool of 33 
teams from the lower 
peninsula, winning it all 
with 280 points. 

“The girls had a great 
experience and obvi-
ously we would have 
wanted to win it, but I’m 
happy with what our 
team accomplished,” 
South’s head coach John 
Fodell said.

Blue Devils team co-
captain Sophie Schuetze 
led her team with Top 8 
fi nishes in four events, 
earning the most points 
for the team with 30. In 
her individual events, 
Schuetze fi nished third 
overall in the 100 Fly 
(56.69) and fi fth in the 
200 IM (2:08.00). She 
helped the 200 medley 
relay team with a third 

place finish (1:47.44) 
and eighth place fi nish 
for 400 free relay 
(3:36.92). 

At states, a finish of 
eighth place or above 
earns all-state status, 
which Schuetze earned 
in all four of her events. 

South’s three relay 
teams, including the 200 
medley (third place), 200 
free (sixth place) and 
400 free (eighth place), 
swam to all-state fin-
ishes as well.

South had seven addi-
tional swimmers who 
earned all-state honors, 
including:

 ◆ Brooke Lezotte, 
Phoebe Handwork, 
Whitney Handwork and 
Schuetze in the 200 med-
ley relay. 

 ◆ Team co-captain 
Sophia Kapla, who re-
cently committed to 
swim at Old Dominion in 
Norfolk, Va., who fin-
ished fi fth in the 500 free 
in 5:06.75.

 ◆ Mischa Eng fi nished 
eighth in the 200 IM 
(2:09.68).

 ◆ Freshman Heidi 
Bryan, along with 
Lezotte, Kapla and 
Schuetze fi nished eighth 
in the 400 free relay in 
3:36.92.

 ◆ Team co-captain Ella 
Pazuchowski, along with 
B r y a n ,  P h o e b e 
Handwork and Whitney 
Handwork, fi nished sixth 
in the 200 free relay in 
1:39.92.

This season, South 
had a record 15 swim-
mers qualify for states, 
as well as diver Alayna 
Okonowski. The other 
members of South’s’ 
state team include 
Charlotte Bedsworth, 
Sienna Clark, Kiera 
Collins, Hannah DiDio, 
Betty Engel, Vivian Rizer 
and Maryn Smith.

Grosse Pointe North 
had qualifi ers in individ-

ual and relay events at 
states. In individual 
events, freshman Cailey 
Hard just missed reach-
ing the finals by two 
hundredths of a second, 
while sophomore Avery 
Beal burned up the top 
of the leaderboard in her 
fi nals races. 

Beal scored all of 
North’s 34 points with 
outstanding swims in the 
50 free, where she fi n-
ished in fourth place 
(24.20) and sixth place 
overall in the 100 free 
(53.46). The sophomore 
also earned all-state 
honors for both events.

Norsemen head coach 
Chris Trepanowski said 

his team exceeded 
expectations.

“Everyone swam sea-
son-best swims at fi nals, 
which is all you can ask 
for,” he said. “Avery 
swam fantastically and 
everyone dropped time.”

North’s 400 free relay 
of Beal, Hard, Rylee 
Nugent and Addie 
Wakefi eld fi nished 14th 
overall, moving up from 
1 6 t h  i n  p r e l i m s . 
Teammate Lauren Loper 
served as an alternate 
for the relay.

“The relay blew my 
mind,” Trepanowski 
said. “They dropped 
nearly five and a half 
seconds off of their seed 

time.”
Trepanowski, who just 

completed his rookie 
season as coach, said 
this year’s success will 
serve as a major spring-
board to building North’s 
girls swim program.

“I’m excited to come 
back (next year),” he 
said. “We are only losing 
two seniors. … We have 
laid some good founda-
tions and I hope that 
inspires next year ’s 
group. 

“We have set our base-
line and will work hard 
to get better.”

See page 5D for more 
photos from girls swim 
and dive state fi nals.

By Meg Leonard
Associate Editor

Pointes’ swim teams battle against 
aquatic cream-of-the-crop at states 

PHOTO COURTESY OF GROSSE POINTE SOUTH SWIM AND DIVE

South head coach John Fodell, center, along with the team’s senior co-captains, 
helped cap off a successful season run with a fi fth-place fi nish at state fi nals.

PHOTO COURTESY OF DAVE BEAL

Norsemen swimming star Avery Beal shows off her 
hard-earned all-state medals in the 50 free and 100 
free.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF DAVE BEAL & GROSSE POINTE SOUTH SWIM AND DIVE

Left, from left, North’s Avery Beal, Addie Wakefi eld, Rylee Nugent and Cailey Hard suit up for the 200 free relay in the Division 2 state fi nals meet.
Right, South’s 200 medley relay of Whitney Handwork, Sophie Schuetze, Phoebe Handwork and Brooke Lezotte happily pose after their fast third-place fi nish at states.
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It may still be early in 
the winter sports season, 
but the boys hockey 
team at University 
Liggett already looks in 
m i d s e a s o n  f o r m . 
Unbeaten through their 
fi rst three games of the 
year, the Knights looked 
to continue their win-
ning ways on Monday 
evening hosting L’Anse 
Creuse Unifi ed. Liggett 
took the victory 8-1 on 
the back of a five-goal 
performance from senior 
Stephen Wheatley. 

Less than three min-
utes in, the Knights 
jumped out in front, as 
Sean Sullivan scored to 
open the game at 1-0. 
L’Anse Creuse scored its 

first, and what would 
ultimately be its last, 
goal of the night just a 
few minutes later to tie 
things up at one apiece. 
Before the opening 
period ended, Liggett’s 
Campbell Marchal found 
the back of the net to put 
the Knights back in front 
2-1 after the fi rst 17 min-
utes. 

The second period is 
where Wheatley’s big 
night took off. The senior 
scored back-to-back 
goals to open the second 
frame and extend 
Liggett’s lead to three. 
Sullivan added his sec-
ond tally of the game to 
build the lead even more 
before Wheatley com-
pleted his hat trick to 
end the second period 
6-1 in favor of the 

Knights. 
With the game already 

well in hand for Liggett, 
Wheatley was not done 
yet. Two more goals in 
the third period for the 
senior capped off his 
impressive fi ve-goal eve-
ning as the Knights 
cruised to the fi nal horn 
with an 8-1 win. 

The victory brought 
Liggett’s record on the 
young season to 4-0. 
Making the hot start 
even more impressive is 
how the Knights have 
outscored opponents 
23-4 in their first four 
games. The Knights 
hosted Woodhaven on 
Wednesday, Nov. 30 after 
press time and are back 
in action on Saturday 
heading on the road to 
face Lake Orion. 

Wheatley scores 
fi ve, Knights rout 
L’Anse Creuse
By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

PHOTO BY  MIKE ADZIMA

Liggett’s Steve Wheatley takes the puck deep into the L’Anse Creuse zone. 
Wheatley had fi ve goals in the Knights’ 8-1 win Monday. 

O ’ D o n o g h u e  w a s 
selected as one of 
approximately 40 row-
ers from around the 
country to be part of the 
U.S. Rowing Olympic 
Deve lopment  High 
Performance Program. 
The experience was a 
rigorous month of train-
ing, but one she would 
not trade for the world.

“We trained long 
hours in the morning 
and then again in the 
afternoon six days a 
week for four weeks and 
at the end we went to 
summer  nat iona ls , 
which was really cool,” 

O’Donoghue said. 
With winter approach-

ing, O’Donoghue is 
more focused on the ice 
for now, playing her 
senior season for South 
hockey. More rowing is 
to come in the spring as 
she gets ready to head to 
Madison next fall and 
join the Badgers. 

Whether it is with the 
Detroit Boat Club, Team 
USA or the Badgers in 
the future, O’Donoghue 
will continue to be a key 
piece in a sport that 
requires  precis ion. 
Another thing she had 
to grow used to when 
picking up rowing, 
O’Donoghue has found 
success and enjoyment 
in just how much chem-

istry and camaraderie is 
needed to fl y across the 
water.

“Each stroke we take 
has to be so perfectly in 
time if we want our boat 
to move across the 
w a t e r, ”  s h e  s a i d . 
“Everybody has to have 
their oars together and 
in the water at the same 
time. We’re all different 
sizes, strengths and 
heights, so it’s not going 
to be perfectly the same, 
but you want the timing 
to be together and 
there’s so much trust in 
rowing.”

To nominate a future 
Athlete of the Week, visit 
grossepointenews.com/
athlete-of-the-week.

ATHLETE:
Continued from page 1D

COURTESY PHOTO

Along with rowing, O’Donoghue also is a fi gure skater and a member of South’s 
girls varsity hockey team.

The Grosse Pointe 
South baseball team has 
announced the return of 
its Holiday Hitting 
Camps. Second- through 
sixth-grade baseball 
players have the chance 
to participate in drills 
and learn from Blue 
Devils coaches and play-
ers. 

This year’s camps will 
take place on Wednesday, 
Dec. 28 and Thursday, 
Dec. 29. The cost is $60 

per player for one day or 
$100 for both days. 
Players will be separated 
into age groups and 
rotate through various 
stations to work on the 
fundamentals of hitting. 

The camp allows play-
ers to learn the proper 
mechanics behind hit-
ting and gives parents 
ideas of drills they can do 
with their players at 
home to keep them 
learning and improving 

throughout the year. 
The camp is directed 

by South varsity baseball 
coach and two-time state 
c h a m p i o n  D a n 
Griesbaum. Enrollment 
is limited and interested 
players and parents are 
encouraged to register as 
soon as  poss ib le . 
Registration information 
may be found on South 
basebal l ’s  websi te , 
gpsouthbaseball.com. 

— Mike Adzima

South baseball holiday 
hitting camps return

PHOTO COURTESY OF DAN GRIESBAUM JR.

South baseball will host its annual Holiday Hitting Camps Dec. 28-29. The 
camps are open to players in second through sixth grade. 

GROSSE POINTE PUBLIC SCHOOL
Technology Department
20601 Morningside Dr.

Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID
RFP-USF FORM 470/FY2023 – The Board of Education of the Grosse Pointe Public Schools 
will accept bids for Firewall services for FY2023 of the Universal Services Fund (USF) E-rate 
Program.  Specifi cations are available from the following web site:  USAC.org.  You may also 
obtain a copy of the RFP at the Technology Department 20601 Morningside Dr, Grosse Pointe 
Woods, Michigan 48236 or on USAC,org website.  All questions regarding this RFP should be 
directed to Garrett Kelley at kelleyg@gpschools.org.  RFP’s will be received in the Technology 
Department until 2:00P.M. on 12/22/2022.  The Board of Education of the Grosse Pointe Public 
Schools reserves the right to reject or decline all bids.

Statement of Assurance of Compliance with Federal Law

It is the policy of the Grosse Pointe Public Schools not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age, gender, height, weight, disability, religion or marital status in any of its 
programs, activities or employment.

Published: GPN, December 1, 2022

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF GROSSE POINTE PLANNING COMMISSION

MONDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2022, 7:00 PM.
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a Public Hearing will be held on Monday, December 19, 2022 
at 7:00 pm for the Planning Commission to consider a special land use at 908 St. Clair Street 
to allow a Group Child Care Home. The following specifi cations are proposed for the project: 

Project Type: Group Child Care Home
Current Zoning: R-1B – Single Family
Description: The Planning Commission will consider a request to operate a Group Day 

Care Home with less than 12 children located in a home occupied by a full-time resident. 
The Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, Section 125.3206 (5), allows Cities to issue a special 
use permit for a Group Child Care Home and Section 90-75: Special Land Use Review, 
of the City of Grosse Pointe Zoning Ordinance, allows the Planning Commission to 
grant special use when the project achieves the standards of the ordinance.

Said hearing will be held in person at the City Council chambers, 17145 Maumee Avenue, 
Grosse Pointe, Michigan. 

Public comment is welcome. If you are unable to attend the hearing, written comments will be 
accepted until 12:00 noon on December 19, 2022. Public comments can be mailed to City Hall 
or sent via email to city@grossepointecity.org. If further information is needed, please contact 
Grosse Pointe Building Dept., 17147 Maumee, Grosse Pointe, MI. 48230, Mon.-Fri., 8:30 am 
to 5:00 pm. Telephone: 313-885-5800.

Julie E. Arthurs, 
GPN: 12/1/22 City Clerk
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Agony of defeat
Andrew Vyletel of Grosse Pointe Farms had to run his tail off over Thanksgiving 
weekend, thanks to a bet he lost against his two brothers. 
Vyletel, a senior at Penn State University, along with his older brother, 
Marshall, and younger brother, Aaron, put their sibling rivalry to the test with a 
push-up challenge. Each had to complete 100 push-ups every day for one 
month. The fi rst to miss a day had to run a 5k, in of all things, a full squirrel cos-
tume. 
Though onlookers may have thought he was nuts, Andrew donned a bushy tail 
and took his punishment in stride, fi nishing the 5k around the neighborhood. 
Word on the street is that fellow squirrels tried to tell him jokes along the route, 
but they are just too acorn-y to repeat.

Looking to brush up 
your skills on the court 
during the upcoming hol-
iday break? Macomb 
Community College is 
hosting the Metro D Holi-
Hoops Camp at the 
Macomb Sports & Expo 
C e n t e r  b e g i n n i n g 
Tuesday, Dec. 27. 

The camp runs four 

days through Friday, 
Dec. 30 and is open to 
players ages 7-14. 
Sessions begin at 9 a.m. 
and run through 12:30 
p.m. and will feature 
3-on-3 and 5-on-5 games, 
competition shooting, 
individual offensive skills 
training and more. 

Macomb Community 

College women’s basket-
ball head coach Jay 
Ritchie will direct the 
camp. The cost of the 
four day program is $95 
and includes a camp 
shirt. For more informa-
tion, contact Ritchie at 
ritchiej@macomb.edu.

— Mike Adzima

Metro D Holi-Hoops 
Camp approaching

Left, standing proudly on the podium after a sixth-place fi nish in the 200 free relay are South’s Whitney Handwork, Phoebe Handwork, Heidi Bryan and Ella 
Pazuchowski.
Right, Heidi Bryan, Sophia Kapla, Sophie Schuetze and Brooke Lezotte celebrate their eighth-place fi nish in the 400 free relay, which earned them all-state sta-
tus.

PHOTO COURTESY OF LESLIE VYLETEL

CITY OF HARPER WOODS
WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN

SYNOPSIS: REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NOVEMBER 7, 2022

The regular City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Valerie Kindle at 7:00 P.M.
         
ROLL CALL: All Councilpersons were present. Except for Councilperson Ivery Toussant, Jr. 
         
MOTIONS PASSED
1) To excuse Councilman Toussant from tonight’s meeting because of a prior commitment
2) To receive, approve and fi le the minutes of the regular City Council meeting held October 

17, 2022 and furthermore receive and fi le the minutes of the Library Board meeting held on 
September 15, 2022 and the Election Commission meeting held on October 17, 2022

3) To open the public hearing on the 2023 Budget.
4) To close the public hearing.
5) That the agenda of the regular City Council meeting having been acted upon, the meeting is 

hereby adjourned at 8:17 p.m.
         
RESOLUTION PASSED                                                                        
1) (1) approve the Accounts Payable/Payroll Vendor listing for Check Numbers 125690 through 

125889 in the amount of $949,472.51 as submitted by the City Manager and Finance 
Director, and further, authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the listing.(2) .  approve 
payment to Oakland County in the amount of $5,713.50 for fees relative to the CLEMIS 
computer system utilized by the Police Department.(3) approve payment to Anderson, 
Eckstein & Westrick, Inc. in the amount of $18,346.20 for professional services during 
the month of September 2022 for the following projects:  Beaconsfi eld Resurfacing, Misc. 
Concrete Repair, Sanitary Sewer FCIPP, Storm Sewer Repair, Joint Crack Sealing, Sanitary 
Sewer Cleaning, Basketball Courts, Eastland Center, Danbury Lane, Kelly Road Gas Main, 
Water Service Material Investigation and 2023 User Charge. (4) .  approve payment to 
Municipal Emergency Services in the amount of $5,862.84 for the purchase of two sets 
of turnout gear. (5) .  approve payment to Uni-Dig, Inc. in the amount of $5,040.00 for 
leaf disposal in conjunction with the curbside leaf pickup program. (6) approve payment 
to Badger Meter, Inc. in the amount of $21,521.36 for the purchase of new 5/8” Orion 
automatic read water meters. (7) .  approve payment in the amount of $25,150.00 to 
Guardian Sewers for their assistance with water main breaks at several residential locations. 
(8) .  approve payment to Michigan Supreme Court Finance in the amount of $5,399.07 for 
software support on the district court’s computer system.(9) .  approve payment to the State 
of Michigan in the amount of $6,657.93 for the city’s annual water supply fee. (10) .  approve 
payment to SAFEbuilt, LLC in the amount of $42,175.80  for the contractual building 
department services performed during the month of October 2022.

2) adopt the Tax Levy Resolution set forth on page 1 of the budget document hereby 
establishing the following tax rate for 2023.

 General 19.2617
 PA 359 .2060
 Refuse 2.4573
 Milk River Drain 12.000
 Library 1.8458
 Debt .7500
 Total 36.5208

3) to approve the Budget Adoption and Appropriation Resolution found on Page 2 of the budget 
document, thereby adopting the 2023 Budget as presented. 

4) in accordance with Milk River Intercounty Drain Assessments, Chap. 21, 1956 PA 40, 
as amended and its obligations under the Michigan Drain Code, Harper Woods City is 
mandated to levy 12 mills on all taxable properties in the City to fund the Milk River 
Intercounty Drain Assessments on its tax bills dated December 1, 2022.

5)  to approve the Memorandum of Understanding between the City of Harper Woods and the 
TPOAM DPW Union for retention bonuses in the amount of $2,400.00 for the members of 
this bargaining unit and also extend retention bonuses in the amount of $2,400.00 for full 
time exempt employees not covered by a collective bargaining agreement and $1,000.00 for 
part-time employees with ARPA funds being used.

6) to approve payment in the amount of $53,656.23 to Great Lakes Contracting Solutions LLC 
for the emergency concrete repair on Vernier Road.

7) to accept the estimate submitted by Guardian Sewers in the amount of $7,000.00 for the 
labor required to install the 12” gate valve box on Vernier Road and further to accept the 
estimate submitted by EJ USA, Inc. in the amount of $3,056.58 for the parts needed for this 
installation.

8) to approve the transfer of $46,679.58 for Miscellaneous City Services, $13,963.00 for 
Special Pickups and $3,232.00 for Meter Replacements (total of $63,874.58) to the 2022 
Winter Tax Roll as proposed and submitted by the acting Treasurer. 

Published: GPN, December 1, 2022

Valerie Kindle, Mayor Leslie M. Frank, City Clerk

PHOTOS COURTESY OF GROSSE POINTE SOUTH SWIM AND DIVE

State swim photo finishes
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Classified advertising

DEADLINES
Please call for holiday deadline
dates and times, subject to change.

PRICING
Prepayment is required.
We accept credit cards, cash  
and check.

FREquENCy DISCouNtS
Given for multi-week scheduled
advertising, with prepayment or 
credit approval. Call for rates or for 
more information. Phone lines can 
be busy on Monday and Tuesday.
Please call early.

WoRD ADS:
12 - 25 words for $25.35;
additional words are 30¢ each.
Abbreviations are not accepted.
BoRDER ADS StARtING At:
$26.00 per column inch

CLASSIFyING
AND CENSoRSHIP
We reserve the right to classify 
each ad under its appropriate 
heading. The publisher reserves 
the right to edit or reject ad copy 
submitted for publication.

CoRRECtIoNS
AND ADJuStMENtS
Responsibility for classified 
advertising errors is limited to either  
a cancellation of the charge or a  
re-run of the portion of the error. 
Notification must be given in time for  
the correction in the following issue.  
We assume no responsibility for the 
same after the first insertion.

CLASSIFIED DISPLAy ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M.
CLASSIFIED WoRD ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M. 

PHONE: 313-882-6900 EXT. 1 WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COMFAX: 313-882-1585

Directory of ServiceS
Some classifications are not required by law to be licensed. Please check with the proper state agency to verify license.

911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK

 

 

  

 

 

313-886-8088

Masonary Restoration
 Chimneys - Porches
 Brick Walls - Steps

 Tuck Pointing - Patios

 

Masonary Restoration
Chimneys - Porches
Brick Walls - Steps

Tuck Pointing - Patios

313-886-8088
MADISON

Maintenance
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,

tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and

insured.
masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525

Cell (313)402-7166

•Chimneys
•Porches
•Concrete

•Steps
•Stonework

•Tuckpointing
•Patios

•Fireplaces
•Brick Work
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

914 CARPENTRY

Wood Rot
Repair Specialists

Garage
Straightening
Deck Repairs

Crown Molding
Custom Wood

Projects
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

920 CHIMNEY REPAIR

MADISON
Maintenance
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,

tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and

insured.
masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525

Cell (313)402-7166

927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

 Debris Removal
•Clean Outs

•Hauling Unwanted
Items

•Dumpsters
Available
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

ALL TYPES OF
CLEANOUTS &
DEMOLITION

Junk Removal,
Garage Clean Outs
Foreclosure Clean

Outs, Small
Demolitions,

Estate Clean Outs
Realtor Cleanups,

Residential &
Commercial
Clean Outs
Apartment
Basement
Cleanups,
Household

Junk Removal
Yard Junk Removal,
Appliance Removal,
Furniture Removal
Construction and

Renovations Debris
Removal

Repossession
Trash- Outs

(313)649-3047
John

DUMPSTERS
AVAILABLE

•Clean outs
•Basement/

  Garage Cleanout
•Debris Removal

 (313)408-1166

929 DRYWALL / PLASTERING

936 FLOOR SANDING /
REFINISHING

FLOOR
laying, sanding
and refinishing.
Free estimates.

Terry Yerke
(586)823-7753

939 GENERAL SERVICES

WINDOW
CLEANING

Gutters • Leaves
Tom Micoli

(313)656-9402

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

DAVE's
Tree & Shrub

Tree Removal/
Trimming

Stump Grinding
Gutter Cleaning

25% Winter
Discounts

Free Estimates
20 years

Senior Discounts
FIREWOOD

SAFE
SOCIAL DISTANCING

(586)216-0904

944 GUTTERS

Gutter
Replacement

& Repair
5 & 6 inch

Gutter Guards
Gutter Cleaning
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

944 GUTTERS

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
Temper Aluminum

Gutter Covers
Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

945 HANDYMAN

A affordable price.
Mike handyman.

Electrical, plumbing,
carpentry, hard-
wood flooring,

ceramic, marble,
painting. Roofs,

bathrooms,
basements,

kitchens, decks.
Code violations.
Small or big jobs.
(313)237-7607
(586)215-4388
(810)908-4888

Native
Grosse Pointer

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Service

Electrical - Plumbing

945 HANDYMAN

HANDYMAN
specializing in

Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning,

Electrical
and miscellaneous

odd jobs.
Lifetime career

experience,
reference available.
Call Douglas Kehrer

at
586-292-5971

We're your "TO DO"
list handymen!

Let us help you with
any plumbing,

electrical,
carpentry and
much more.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
 (313)408-1166

948 INSULATION

A quiet home is a
relaxing home!

Blown in Cellulose
Insulation is GREEN,

cost and energy
efficient. Red Baron
Enterprises, LLC can
insulate your home.

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Custom Paint - Plaster
Repair & Restoration

FREE CONSULT

313-886-8088
HANDYMAN SERVICES

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Custom Paint - Plaster
Repair & Restoration

FREE CONSULT

313-886-8088
HANDYMAN SERVICES

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Custom Paint - Plaster
Repair & Restoration

FREE CONSULT

313-886-8088
HANDYMAN SERVICES

JOHN’S PAINTING
Interior/Exterior

Repairing:
Damaged plaster,
 drywall, cracks,

windows
puttying, caulking.
Fire/Water damage

 insurance work.
 All work

guaranteed
 G. P. References
 License/Insured
Free estimates
Senior Discount
(313)882-5038

Painting Services
Interior & Exterior

Floors
Drywall
Plaster

Restoration
Wood Finishing

+ Staining
+ much more!

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

957 PLUMBING
& INSTALLATION

Plumbing
Diagnosis

Installation
Repair

Hot Water Tanks
Snaking

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

960 ROOFING SERVICES

NEW INSTALLATION
Roofs, Gutters

Repairs
Siding

Financing Available!
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

Residential
Commecial

ROOFING EXPERTS
Lifetime Warranty

on Shingles
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

981 WINDOW WASHING

FAMOUS
Maintenance

Licensed & insured
since 1943.

Gutter cleaning/
power washing.
(313)884-4300

700 APTS/FLATS/DUPLEX
POINTES/HARPER WOODS

LOOKING
for friends to enjoy
weekly Minecraft

sessions with
Dan Lewis and I.

We have started the
Grosse Pointe
Minecraft Club.

RSVP
statefan313@

gmail.com

Property For Rent

819 CEMETERY LOTS

RESURRECTION
CEMETERY

Stations of the
Cross Section 1328,
graves 1&2. $5,300
(current cemetery
price = $7,000).
Includes fees.
(313)600-8203

106 BUSINESS SERVICES

BASIC
BOOKKEEPING

Invoicing
Bill Payment

Payroll
Call Tiara at

(586)690-2056

119 TRANSPORTATION /
TRAVEL

586-267-5941

AIRPORT
SHUTTLE!

120 TUTORING EDUCATION

Mr. Pruitt's math,
physics, and Stats
tutoring. I have a

bachelors and
masters degree

from Wayne State
University in math

and statistics. I
teach at Macomb

Community College.
Please call

(586)745-5806
to set up an

appointment.
Let me tutor myself

out of a job!

122 ALTERATIONS /
TAILORING

EUROPEAN
SEAMSTRESS

is taking on new
clients. From simple
alterations to home

decor (pillows,
cushion, etc.).
Over 30 years
experience.

Please call Darina
(313)598-0264

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

COMPANION
with light duties

needed for younger
Catholic woman.

Live- in with some
rent or live- out
with moderate

wages. Charming
bungalow in East
English Village.
(313)208-8551

MATHNASIUM
IS HIRING!
Our math

instructors have a
passion for math

and teaching.
Pay is $15.00/ hour.

Interested?
Contact us at

(313)451-6284 or
grossepointe@

mathnasium.com

300 SITUATIONS WANTED
BABYSITTERS

ATTENTION: by
MICHIGAN LAW

DAY CARE
FACILITIES

(In-Home & Centers)
Must Show Their

Current License To
Advertising

Representative
When Placing Your
Ads. THANK YOU.
Parents- Please

Verify All Child Care
Licenses!

302 CAREGIVER

Cita Angels
Home Care

Caregiver services.
24 hour care. We
assist in cooking,
cleaning, bathing/
grooming, doctor's

appointments,
errands, etc.

Accepting
medicaid payments.

1-866-54-ANGEL.

304 GENERAL

ARE you looking for
a French Tutor,
Baby Sitter and/
or, international
culinary cook?

For any of the above
contact Joyce at
(586)252-7278

305 HOUSE CLEANING

AFFORDABLE
housecleaning by

Polish lady. Honest,
dependable, detail
oriented. Grosse

Pointe references.
(313)729-6939

312 ORGANIZING

DUCKS IN A ROW
De-cluttering and
organizing your
home! Closets,

basements,
whole house.
Organize your
paper clutter.

Home information,
notebooks,

Medical journals,
memory albums.

Becky Schlaff
(313)580-2528
Susan Mason
(313)910-9705

schlaffb@
comcast.net
rwmason@

comcast.net

400 ANTIQUES /
COLLECTIBLES

C's CARDS &
COLLECTIBLES

Looking for cards
before  the 1970's.

BASEBALL &
ALL SPORTS CARDS.

Ask for Jay
(313)469-1551

406 ESTATE SALES

GHURKA BAGS,
Lalique, Waterford,

Art Glass and
 Pottery and
everything

in- between can be
found in this online

estate auction.
Bidding Now Open,

Closing
WEDSNESDAY

12/7 7pm
https://bit.ly/
DHCAuction

Any questions?
Call Shannon
(248)376-4474

406 ESTATE SALES

 THIS WEEKEND
FRIDAY,

DECEMBER 3 &
SATURDAY,

DECEMBER 4, 10- 4
 Eclectic Mid

Century Boho East
English Village

Estate Sale, brought
to you by

Ashes to Beauty
Estate Sale Services

 De Sede Sofa,
Pottery and

Ceramics by Rook-
wood, Moorcroft,
John Glick, Bitossi.

Swedish and
Danish Midcentury
Furniture. Original

Art including
 Woodblock Prints,
Chinoiserie Smalls,
and so much more.

 For photos and
address:

https://bit.ly/
BohoEEV

BEAUTIFUL
unusual 4 poster
Queen bed, hand

painted and crafted
in Italy from
Patina Italia.

Retail $10,000.
Asking $1,500.

More photos and
information,

(313)410-0154

408 FURNITURE

CHOCOLATE suede
sofa, 91"x 41",

excellent condition.
$500, make offer.

(313)550-0509

414 OFFICE/
BUSINESS EQUIPMENT

CommerCial
grade cubicle  

office partitions  
8 individual 

sections, former 
bank furniture. 

Excellent condition. 
Task lighting under 

upper cabinet. 
Locking doors  
and drawers. 

Call (313)350-3147

415 WANTED TO BUY

SELL ME YOUR
VINYL RECORDS
We buy LP's, 45's

No collection
too large.

We come to you!
RIPE RECORDS

Call (313)469-7479

111 GP Miscellany

Congratulations
to Anna Hensien

and Joey Haney, of
Grosse Pointe,

Michigan on their
recent engagement.

MY jeans keep
telling me no more

cookies but my
leggings are like
we got you boo

AmericAn Girl Dolls
Samantha $30,

Kirstin $30, Kit $40.

or all 3 American
Girls for $80!

Text only
586 215 3346

Classifieds: 313-882-6900 x 1

Buy! $ell! Hire! Fast! Call now...

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

Everyone

the
Classifieds!

classifieds
313-882-6900

Classifieds
Work For You

To place an ad call:
(313)882-6900 x1

HANDYMAN
FIND Your Next

HERE.
classifieds

313-882-6900

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

�

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

IN THE CLASSIFIEDS
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