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Not something you see every day!

CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — The City of 
Grosse Pointe had never 
received a federal grant 
for resurfacing its roads 
before City Manager Pete 
Dame arrived in 2006.

Millions of dollars 
secured in infrastructure 
grants later — and just 
two days before his 17th 
anniversary with the City 
— Dame will begin a new 
position as chief of devel-
opment for the city of 
Portage April 24. 

Last summer saw Dame 

as the unoffi cial runner-
up in Portage’s city man-
ager search in his pursuit 
to live near his aging par-
ents, who still reside in 
the family home where 
they’ve lived since 1962.  

Citing an obligation to 
return the good upbring-
ing he was given, Dame 

said he would not be leav-
ing Grosse Pointe if not 
for his parents needing 
his help; however, the 
timing also is ideal in his 
own home — with his 
daughter, Shannon, off to 
college after graduating 

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Dame leaving the City for hometown

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— The Grosse Pointe 
Public School System 
and the Park are holding 
a second round of talks to 
fi gure out the future of 
the former Trombly 
Elementary School.

Board of Education 
President Ahmed Ismail 
appointed an ad hoc 
committee of trustees 
Ginny Jeup, David 
Brumbaugh and Sean 
Cotton to meet with Park 
Mayor Michele Hodges 
and City Manager Nick 
Sizeland.

“Even though it is our 
property, we want to 
partner with the city to 

make this decision,” 
Superintendent Jon Dean 
told the board at its meet-
ing Monday, March 13. 
“The last conversations 
were about 14 months 
ago, so we felt it was time 
to re-engage with them.”

Trustee Valarie St. 
John asked why the mat-
ter wasn’t assigned to the 
board’s Finance and 
Facilities Committee.

“The previous discus-
sions were handled by an 
ad hoc committee, so we 
decided to go that route 
again,” Ismail explained.

Dean said the adminis-
tration also has had talks 
with a variety of non-
profi t organizations that 

The future 
of Trombly
By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — The Kroger 
Co. of Michigan has been 
sent back to the drawing 
board in a year-long vari-
ance standoff between 
the chain and Grosse 
Pointe city council. 

The issue dates back to 
last year when the store 
was cited by the city for 
violating a variance by 
blocking its Kercheval-
facing windows with tall, 
refrigerated display cases 
as part of a total store 
redesign. 

Tracing back more 
than a decade, in 2010, 
city council granted the 

variance — required of 
storefronts in The Village 
is transparent windows 
making up 70 percent of 
the facade between one 
foot above ground and up 
to 8 feet high — allowing 
Kroger 861 square feet of 
window frontage rather 
than the required 1,000 
square feet.

“Marketing for small 
businesses is critical and 
having those storefront 
windows is critical, and it 
adds to the sense of 
vibrancy in downtown 
and economic success of 
a downtown,” City 
Planner John Jackson 
explained. “This is a stan-

No exception 
for anchor store
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — With fl ooding 
prevention top of mind, 
the City is hoping this 
year to:
◆ expand and extend 

the 30-inch Kercheval 
Place storm sewer from 
Notre Dame to Cadieux 
to better collect stormwa-
ter gathering in The 
Village; 
◆ place a new water 

main on Kercheval Place;
◆ reline sanitary pipes 

along with sanitary relo-
cations to accommodate 
t h e  s t o r m  s e w e r 
upgrades; 
◆ and improve catch 

basin drainage at the 
intersection at Kercheval 
and Cadieux — which is 
notorious for past fl ood-
ing in heavy rains — as 
well as Kercheval and 
Notre Dame. 

However, finding a 
contractor interested in 
conducting the work is 
proving to be diffi cult. 

After going out to bid 
with an engineer’s esti-
mate of $627,506, the 
City received a singular 
b i d  f r o m  P a m a r 
Enterprises in New 
Haven for $1,551,106.60 
— close to $1 million 
more than the estimate. 

“That was a little bit 
more than we can afford,” 
Public Services Director 
Pete Randazzo said.

At the recommenda-
tion of the city’s engineer 
— Anderson, Eckstein & 
Westrick — council voted 
in March to reject the bid 
and rebid the project, 
potentially allowing more 
time to complete the 
project to accommodate 
the high volume of proj-
ects currently being con-
ducted in the region.

“It could be starting 
later,” Randazzo noted. 
“It could be extending 

Struggling 
to get bids
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Partnership by munic-
ipal boards won the city a 
nearly $54,000 grant to 
transform a de facto run-
off pond interfering with 
the entrance to city hall 
into a permeable rain 
garden or bioswale.

The location at city 

hall is strategic and tacti-
cal.

Strategic because 
backers hope campus 
visitors are inspired to 
follow suit with similar 
runoff-catchers on their 
own properties.

Tactical because it 
makes the area safer for 
pedestrians now that city 
hall downspouts are dis-
connected and roof run-

off tends to pool outside 
the building’s main 
entrance.

Severing downspouts 
from sewers reduces the 
amount of rain and 
snowmelt entering the 
storm system, which 
flooded two summers 
ago during thunder-
storms.

“We had to obey our 
ordinance and discon-

nect our own down-
spouts,” said Brian 
Colter, city forester and 
member of the Park 
B e a u t i f i c a t i o n 
Commission.

The unintended result 
was rain water routinely 
fl ooding a brick-topped 
pedestrian area outside 
the entrance to city hall.

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Rain garden grant OK’d; SEMCOG designs garden for free

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

A pony named Honey visited the circulation desk of the Central Annex branch 
of the Grosse Pointe Public Library during a recent visit to Grosse Pointe 
Farms. Danielle Douglass, the pony’s human companion, made the rounds 
with Honey March 29. People who saw her were surprised, and some startled, 
to see a pony on The Hill, but everyone was thrilled. Find more photos from 
Honey’s visit on page 2A.

See DAME, page 3A

See TROMBLY, page 8A

See ANCHOR, page 2A

See GARDEN, page 4A See BIDS, page 5A
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26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com
$249*

per mo. 24 Months

No Appointments Necessary for Oil ChangesLike us on 
Facebook

*Pricing is priced on 24 month lease. 10,000 miles per year, plus tax, title, plate.
 1st payment waived. See Salesperson for details. Expires 4/31/23

$1,995*

Down

2023 Chevy Equinox LT2023 Chevy Equinox LTCELEBRATING

YEARS
100

040623Purchase a 2023 for
$26,429 Stock #531822

26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com
$$1,9951,995 Down$$1,9951,995**

per month,
24 months

No Appointments Necessary for Oil Changes

Like us on 
Facebook

CELEBRATING

YEARS
100

$$259 259 **
2023 Buick Encore2023 Buick Encore

GX PreferredGX Preferred

$$259 259 **

040623

*24 month lease.10,000 miles per year, plus tax, title, plate.
See Salesperson for details. Expires 4/31/23.

Purchase a 2022 for
$24,039 Stock #B531794

Home: Grosse Pointe Woods
Selected for Carnegie Hall’s 
National Youth Orchestra

Pointer of
INTEREST

See story, page 4A

Ben GrahamBen Graham
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dard marketing best 
practice for successful 
downtowns.”

Essentially compelled 
to come back before 
council for its non-com-
pliance, Kroger represen-
ta t i ves  o f fe red  a 
compromise — notably 

which would leave the 
tall display cases as they 
are — to the City in 
February.  

Proposed was a shal-
low window display in 
front of the refrigerated 
units, backdropped by a 
colorful graphic and 
including items such as a 
mannequin wearing an 
apron; hanging card-
board cutouts of wine 

bottles; wine cases stor-
ing actual bottles of wine; 
and three-dimensional 
crates holding artificial 
produce. 

“As a (grocery) store, I 
can’t put clothes or toys 
and we have to be careful 
with branding, so they’ll 
be — I hate to use the 
term plastic fruit because 
that makes you think of 
my kid’s toy plastic kitch-
ens — but very artisti-
cally done fake fruit, 
because obviously real 
fruit would spoil,” said 
Jason Canvasser, the 
attorney representing 
Kroger Co. of Michigan.

Calling the hanging 
fruit, “not that exciting,” 
“a half-baked effort,” and 
“elementary” — to the 
agreement of fellow 
council members — 
Councilman Chris Walsh 

also noted drawn blinds 
currently are blacking 
out Kroger’s entire 
Kercheval frontage. 

“It’s not what they sold 
us,” Councilman Don 
Parthum said of the pre-
sented compromise. “I 
feel like we’ve been bul-
lied into this and I don’t 
like that.”

Canvasser explained 
Kroger’s position in that 
it is a unique location 
being such a small foot-
print. 

“With Kroger big box 
stores, it’s easy to move 
things around and meet 
ordinances more read-
ily,” he said. “Here we 
have a smaller footprint 
and so to be able to offer 
the full selection of prod-
ucts to the customers, we 
have to fi t a lot in a small 
place. And here, we do 
have some cases that are 

obstructing the windows 
so that we can offer prod-
ucts.”

M a y o r  S h e i l a 
Tomkowiak questioned 
why the display cases 
have to be along the 
Kercheval windows, con-
sidering both the win-
dows facing Notre Dame 
and the parking lot are 
unobstructed.

Removal or relocation 
of the tall cases may not 
be feasible, Canvasser 
claimed, because the 
entire store was rede-
signed. 

“It was redesigned 
without taking into 
account the agreed-upon 
plan and what it needed 
to look like fronting 
Kercheval,” Tomkowiak 
replied. “The redesign 
was done in a vacuum 
for what was better for 
Kroger to sell more prod-

uct, not in keeping with 
what was agreed to, in 
violation of what was a 
contract.”

The attorney respect-
fully disagreed, citing the 
recent parking lot recon-
struction and funding of 
a fence separating it 
f r o m  t h e  M a i r e 
Elementary School play-
ground in his argument 
that, “Kroger has done 
everything the city has 
asked and then substan-
tially more.”

“So we agreed to open 
windows and right now 
we have black shades,” 
Walsh spelled out. “Do 
you think that’s in agree-
ment?”

“No, that piece is not in 
agreement,” Canvasser 
admitted, after previ-
ously denying twice that 
the corporation was not 
in compliance with the 
agreed-upon variance. 

Council voted 6-0, with 
Councilman Seth Krupp 
absent, to table the dis-
cussion until Kroger 
either complies with the 
variance or brings for-
ward a better design 
compromise for consid-
eration. 

“It’s not a big footprint 
store out in the middle of 
nowhere with a parking 
lot all  around it,” 
Tomkowiak noted. “It is 
in an upscale downtown 
that we’re working really 
hard to make even more 
upscale.

“And when we take 
(small businesses) in that 
district and hold their 
feet to the fi re and hold 
them to those standards 
… whether they want to 
spend the money or not, 
and then big Kroger 
walks in and we say, ‘Oh 
yeah, you can do what-
ever you want,’ that just 
doesn’t feel fair.”

ANCHOR:
Continued from page 1A

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — With work to 
begin soon at Chene-
Trombley Park, the 
Citizens’ Recreation 
Commission took a look 
at the city’s three other 
parks to determine what 
upgrades they need.

Focusing on defi cien-
cies and safety concerns, 
the commission pre-
sented its recommenda-
tions at council’s meeting 
Monday, March 6.

“It’s basically them 
providing us with a blue-
print for moving for-
w a r d , ”  C i t y 
Administrator Frank 
Schulte said. “Some 
things are short term and 
some things are longer 
term.”

In a memo accompany-
ing the report, the com-
mission said parks lack 
toddler-age-appropriate 
equipment, space for 
large gatherings other 
than Lake Front Park 
and activities for adoles-
cents and young adults.

At Ghesquiere Park, 
for example, the report 
recommends safety 
upgrades of replacing 
wood chips with a rubber 
mat on the playground 
and adding a sign that 
would say “no batting 
practice permitted near 
playground.” 

Enhancement includes 
adding a pavilion with 
picnic tables and a walk-
ing path around the 
perimeter of the park. 

The commission also 
recommended building a 
dog park in front of city 
hall, something council 

has discussed in the past.
Schulte noted recent 

i m p r o v e m e n t s  t o 
Ghesquiere the commis-
sion previously sug-
gested include updated 
bathrooms, a new con-
cession stand and the 
addition of four pickle-
ball courts in the ice 
rink.

At Lake Front, the 
commission made the 
same safety recommen-
dation for the play-
ground and suggested 
adding umbrellas to the 
benches along the mini 
golf course for shade.

Future enhancements 
would be adding a splash 
pad, installing more bar-
becue grills around the 
park and resurfacing the 
bocce ball and shuffle-
board courts.

Sweeney Park also 
should have a rubber 
mat for the playground 
and toddler equipment 
should be added.

“We’re trying to do 
some of these things as 
part of our budget pro-
cess,” Schulte said. 
“They do a great job ana-
lyzing the parks and if 
we take a couple bites at 
it every year, we’ll see 
what we can do.”

Council late last year 
approved spending 
$102,000 on new equip-
m e n t  f o r  C h e n e -
Trombley. Within the 
park will be an area for 
younger children named 
the Phyllis A. DeMars 
Tot Lot, named for the 
longtime resident and 
teacher who passed 
away a  year  ago 
February.

Park upgrades 
recommended
By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

See PARK, page 4A

Kay Agney, 
owner of 
Higbie, 
Maxon, 
Agney 
Realtors, 
was delight-
ed to meet 
Honey;  
Danielle 
Douglass in-
vited Agney 
to pet and 
give Honey 
a treat.

PHOTOS BY 
RENEE 

LANDUYT

Left, Honey made it all the way to the Grosse Pointe Farms Public Safety Department on Kerby to say hello 
and pose with Grosse Pointe Farms Deputy Director Andy Rogers, Director of Public Safety John Hutchins 
and Firefi ghter Amber Hazelton by the fi re truck. Right, Grosse Pointe Farms Fire Inspector Ray Krause 
met Honey while making his rounds to businesses on The Hill.

A pony named Honey 
visited The Hill in Grosse 
Pointe Farms March 29, 
making her way to various 
businesses and the Grosse 
Pointe Farms Public 
Safety Department. 
Danielle Douglass, the 
pony’s human compan-
ion, hoped to spread the 
word about riding lessons. 

Douglass also plans to 
get Honey certifi ed as a 
therapy pony later this 
year. To be certified, 
Honey will have to be able 
to interact with other ani-
mals, have no history of 
aggression, may not be 
fed a raw meat diet, must 
pass through a room with-
out knocking down furni-
ture and demonstrate 
good behavior, among 
other criteria. 

There also is criteria for 
the handler to meet, 
including not jerking on 
the reins, directing the 
animal without raising 
their voice, advocating for 
the well being and safety 
of the animal and reading 
the animal’s body lan-
guage, among other crite-
ria.

Abigail Turnbull, Grosse Pointe Chamber of Commerce membership and event 
coordinator, invited Honey inside the offi ce for a visit and treat. 

Horseplay 
on The Hill

040623

(586) 775-7472
21707 Harper Avenue
Saint Clair Shores
Equipment Sales & Service

Time for a tune-up?
We will pick up and deliver your 
equipment! Call for details.

Forton’s
Mower Service
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Join us as we follow Jesus through HOLY WEEKHOLY WEEK
4/2 Palm Sunday Worship................................................10:30am

Marking Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem

4/6 Maundy Thursday ............................................................6:30pm
Walking with Jesus through the Upper Room and the Garden

4/7 Good Friday Services ........................................... 6:30pm

4/9 Easter Sunday Worship ............................................10:30am

One Life  One Week
That Changes Everything

  |  

Julie Baumer
Sales Associate / Public Notary

Coldwell Banker Realty 
102 Kercheval
Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 
48236 

313-499-1313 
586-601-8578
jbaumer@cbwm.com

Your Comfort Is Our GoalYour Comfort Is Our Goal
•• HeatingHeating •• CoolingCooling •• Humidifi ers Humidifi ers 

•• Air CleanersAir Cleaners •• Rheem Air ConditionersRheem Air Conditioners

586-293-6883
PriebeMechanical.comPriebeMechanical.com

Heating & CoolingHeating & Cooling

CALL TODAY 
FOR FREE

QUOTE

Offering GeneratorsOffering Generators

040623
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SUNDAY, APRIL 9

 ◆ Easter

MONDAY, APRIL 10

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods offi ces closed.
 ◆ Grosse Pointe Farms City Council meeting, 7 p.m.
 ◆ Grosse Pointe Farms project planning public meet-

ing, 7 p.m.

TUESDAY, APRIL 11

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Shores Tree Board meeting, 7:30 
a.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Shores Finance Committee meeting, 
10 a.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Citizens’ Recreation 
Commission meeting, 7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Beautifi cation Commission 
meeting, 7 p.m.

THURSDAY, APRIL 13

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Historical Commission meet-
ing, 7:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, APRIL 15

 ◆ Hazardous waste pick-up, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 
Grosse Pointe Woods DPW yard, 1200 Parkway. For 
Woods residents only.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Shores marina opens for the season.

The Week Ahead
Grosse Pointe South High 
School last year, with 
honors among Channel 
7’s Best and Brightest — 
as well as professionally.

“My personal (life) and 
professional career have 
come full circle to the 
extent that I’ll be working 
for the community that I 
was raised in and have 
such good memories of,” 
Dame said. “I’ve accom-
plished in Grosse Pointe 
all the things the council 
wanted me to accomplish. 
We’ve met all the goals 
successive councils have 
set and we’ve addressed 
all of the unexpected 
challenges along the 
way.”

Not the least of which 
was the great recession, 
which began shortly after 
Dame’s arrival and dur-
ing which the community 
lost 50 percent of its resi-
dential home value in 
assessments.

“The challenge of deal-
ing with falling revenues 
and trying to reduce 
expenses to what the new 
level of revenues were, 
while doing it with the 
least impact on the ser-
vices to the community, 
was probably the biggest 
c h a l l e n g e , ”  D a m e 
recalled, “and I would say 
perhaps the biggest suc-
cess, because most peo-
ple probably didn’t feel 
much impact in the dif-
ference in the level of ser-
vice.”

Flipping the situation 
on its head, in fact, the 
City entered the eco-
nomic downturn without 
being AAA bond rated 
and emerged on the other 
side among approxi-
mately 10 Michigan cities 
to boast the highest bond 
rating.

Dame’s last days as city 
manager, the week of 
April 17, inspire a look 
back at the top priority he 
was tasked with during 
his fi rst days on the job: 
redevelopment of the 
Kercheval Jacobson’s 
building, which sat 
vacant a couple of years 
following the chain’s 
bankruptcy. 

Dame not only success-
fully led a redevelopment 
agreement to transform 
the space into a mixed-
use building with retail 
on the ground fl oor and 
offi ces on the second, but 
also included in the proj-
ect the replacement of 

The Village parking 
structure — at no cost to 
taxpayers, instead devel-
oping a fee structure 
where users of the park-
ing system essentially 
would back pay — which 
at the time was closed 
due to safety concerns 
and deterioration. 

“There was a lot of con-
cern in the community 
about, ‘Does this mean 
The Village is dying for-
ever and will never come 
back?” Dame recalled. 
“… It was the thing that 
was the biggest hin-
drance to redeveloping 
the Jacobson’s building 
and the thing that every-
one in the community 
had been stuck on how to 
do.

“… We did not touch 
any property tax revenue, 
and to this day we’re still 
paying the bond back, 
but we’re doing it with 
parking revenue.” 

Fitting for his new role 
as Portage’s chief of 
development — the posi-
tion “plays to his skills 
beautifully,” Mayor 
Sheila Tomkowiak noted 
— Dame was integral in a 

number of notable large-
scale developments over 
the years, more recently 
including the new public 
works and public safety 
buildings, as well as the 
total reconstruction of 
The Neighborhood Club.

The latter process took 
six years after Dame sug-
gested to then-Executive 
Director John Bruce, who 
was considering a rede-
sign, that he should start 
from scratch and build an 
entirely new facility. 

Nearly two decades at 
the helm of a city offers a 
great deal of time for a 
great many accomplish-
ments, but some of 
Dame’s other chart-top-
pers include:
◆ instituting the voter-

approved 15-year road 
improvement program, 
which currently is in year 
nine, 
◆ having a hand in hir-

ing or promoting nearly 
all the current public 
safety personnel into 
their current positions
◆ and coordinating the 

creation of the downtown 
development authority in 
2008 — requiring negoti-
ation with the county to 
establish, because at the 
time there was a policy 

not to create more DDAs 
— while acting as its 
director until it transi-
tioned to Main Street 
Grosse Pointe in 2020, an 
effort he also coordi-
nated. 

“We would not have the 
effort and energy going 
into The Village if he did 
n o t  c o m e  h e r e , ” 
Tomkowiak noted. 
“… He’s done a lot and he 
has left us with a ton of 
great stuff teed up and 
ready to be completed. I 
think he should be very 
proud of his time here. He 
just very quietly, without 
any fanfare, gets stuff 
done and I’m going to 
miss him.”

The city manager will 
be honored for his time 
and efforts with a procla-
mation during the April 
17 city council meeting.

“I’ve been here 17 
years,” he said. “I brought 
certain talents and I think 
whoever they hire — 
they’ll get someone really 
good because it’s a great 
community — they’ll 
come in with a fresh 
approach. They’ll have 
strengths that I don’t have 
and they’ll accomplish 
things that I never would 
have.”

DAME:
Continued from page 1A

City manager search
The City is likely to discuss an interim city manager during the 
April 17 council meeting, Mayor Sheila Tomkowiak reported.
A subcommittee made up of Tomkowiak and council members 
Chris Walsh and Terrance Thomas currently is interviewing 
search fi rms, for which it also may bring a recommendation to 
council this month.
Once the chosen search fi rm identifi es candidates, council will 
vote on the new city manager.   
“We’ll do special meetings as needed to keep this moving,” 
Tomkowiak said. “… We have a really good staff, which is going 
to make this transition much easier.”

Pete Dame

GROSSE POINTE 
SHORES — No, it wasn’t 
a disco inferno at the 
Edsel & Eleanor Ford 
House last month causing 
all that smoke. It was a 
controlled burn to tame 
vegetation.

“It’s a great manage-
ment tool to control inva-
sive species and put 
nutrients back into the 
soil,” according to Karl 
Koto, director of land-

scape at the estate. “Our 
ecosystem has evolved 
with fi res over thousands 
of years, mostly due to 
lightning strikes.”

The burn was done by 
A n n  A r b o r - b a s e d 
Restoring Nature with 
Fire Wednesday, March 
22, just ahead of heavy 
rains the following day.

“We defi nitely got lucky 
with the weather,” Koto 
laughed. “We did our fi rst 
burn in 2021, but had bad 
luck with the timing last 
year.”

The burn covered about 
1.5 acres on the island and 
berm.

“We’d like to do it every 
year or at least every other 
year,” Koto said. “It 
depends on what the land-
scaping is.”

David Borneman, 
owner of the company 
hired for the project, said 
the process involves sev-
eral steps.

“First, we use weed 
whips to create a burn 
break where we don’t 
want the fi re to jump,” he 
said. “Then, we spray 
water to create a wet line 
and remove larger, woody 
debris from the area to be 
burned.”

Crews use drift torches 
fi lled with diesel, because 
it burns slowly, to start the 
fi res, with a bit of gasoline 
added to help them light 
better. They also wear 
fl ame-retardant suits and 
carry water backpacks to 
spray any embers that 
jump the break lines.

“I’ve been doing this for 
23 years, so the more 
experience you have the 

better prepared you are,” 
Borneman said. “There’s 
always the possibility of 
something happening.”

Borneman said he does 
75 to 80 burns per year, 
primarily from March 
through April.

“I’ve done burns every 
month of the year, but we 
try to avoid summer 
because everything 
greens up,” he added. 
“That creates more smoke 
and the heat is tough on 
the crew.”

Once the burn is com-
plete, the crew goes back 
to relight any areas that 
didn’t catch and then 
spray everything down to 
put out embers.

The burn lasted about 
three hours.

“We only did a half acre 
on the berm, but that took 

the longest,” Koto said. 
“It’s long and narrow so 
the edges had to be clearly 
defi ned.”

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

Burn baby burn

A fi re specialist creates a head fi re and monitors the 
sides of the burn, making sure it is contained in the 
controlled burn area.

Fire special-
ists begin 
one part of 
the 
controlled 
burn on the 
berm along 
the fence-
line of the 
Ford House 
property.

PHOTOS BY 
RENEE 

LANDUYT

A fi re specialist sprays diesel fuel mixed with gaso-
line on the brush, creating a fi rebreak, or blackline, 
for the fi re to burn into itself, thus putting itself out.
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Most everyone knows 
the joke. A tourist in New 
York City gets lost, so he 
asks a person carrying a 
violin case how to get to 
Carnegie Hall. The 
response is, “Practice, 
practice, practice.”

Well, Ben Graham 
practices. A lot. And now 
he’s going to Carnegie 
Hall.

Graham, a 17-year-old 
junior at Grosse Pointe 
North High School, is the 
only musician from 
Michigan named to 
Carnegie Hall’s 2023 
N a t i o n a l  Y o u t h 
Orchestra.

“I practice about two 
hours a day,” the violist 
said, “in addition to 
orchestra class each day 
at school.”

Graham said he chose 
viola in fifth grade at 
Ferry Elementary School 
for a variety of reasons.

“My older s ister 
(Sophia) played the fl ute, 
so I wanted to try a string 
instrument,” he recalled. 
“I thought the violin was 
too high pitched and 
screechy and I didn’t 
want to carry a cello case 
around in  middle 

school.”
His decision paid off. 

According to a press 
release from Carnegie 
Hall, 109 musicians ages 
16 to 19 from 31 states 
and Puerto Rico were 
chosen to participate, 
“following a comprehen-
sive and highly selective 
audition process.”

Graham said the video 
audition included several 
steps.

“We had to record 
some short excerpts and 
then do a solo piece,” he 
said. “We also had to 
include an essay about 
ourselves and what we 
enjoy other than music. 
Any audition you go 
through, the fi rst thing 
they look for is hitting 
the right notes and the 
right rhythm and then 
the expression of what 
you’re trying to say with 
your playing.”

The Woods resident is 
a member of North’s 
Student Association and 
has been active with the 
school’s musicals. He 
recently played Lumiere 
in “Beauty and the 
Beast.”

He started taking 
piano lessons at age 4 
and last year picked up 
the mellophone to join 

the school marching 
band.

“Music has always 
been a big part of my 
life,” he said.

The NYO will travel to 
upstate New York in 
early July for a two-week 
training residency at 
SUNY-Purchase before 
giving a concert at 
Carnegie Hall July 14.

“I think everyone will 
pick up on the music 
pretty fast,” Graham 
said. “The rehearsals will 
help us get used to play-
ing with each other.”

After that concert 
comes a North American 
tour with shows in 
Massachusetts, Quebec, 
Texas, Wyoming and 
California.

Graham said he’s 
already looking forward 
to trying out for the NYO 
again next year and has 
plans to pursue a music 
major in college.

“I wouldn’t mind teach-
ing, but my ultimate 
dream is to play with a 
professional orchestra,” 
he said.

In addition to the NYO, 
Graham in January was 
named to the Michigan 
School  Band  and 
Orchestra Association 
All-State high school 

orchestra. Last month 
Graham, along with 
Lillian Wodzisz, Daniel 
Gross and Joseph 
Stapleton — all from 
Grosse Pointe South 
High School — won fi rst 
place playing as the 
Balfour String Quartet at 
the Michigan American 
S t r i n g  T e a c h e r s 
Association Chamber 
Music Competition. He 
also plays with the 
Detroit Symphony Youth 
Orchestra.

Graham said he was 
encouraged to audition 
for the NYO by another 
Grosse Pointer, Amelia 
Abouljoud, from whom 
he has taken private les-
sons and who played 
with the NYO in 2018. He 
added that he also is 
thankful to Caroline 
Coade, his private 
teacher, as well as Noah 
Zogas and James Gross, 
the orchestra teachers at 
North and South, respec-
tively.

“They’ve all helped me 
prepare and grow and 
have been super encour-
aging,” he said. “And I 
need to thank my par-
ents (Angela and Robert) 
for everything. Especially 
driving me around all 
those years.”

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

Young musician collecting honors

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Grosse Pointe North High School’s Ben Graham 
and his viola will be on stage at Carnegie Hall in 
July.

“During winter, it iced 
up,” Colter said. “Last 
winter, we had part of 
the front of city hall 
taped off with caution 
tape due to ice.”

Members of the Grosse 
Pointe Park Beautifi-
cation Commission, 
which now has the task 
of promoting environ-
mental sustainability 
throughout city opera-
tions, worked parallel to 
t h e  D o w n t o w n 
Development Authority, 
which oversees the city 
hall district, in carrying 
out City Manager Nick 
Sizeland’s idea of fi xing 
the runoff problem in an 
environmentally for-
ward-thinking manner.

“Going to sustainable 
measures in Grosse 
Pointe Park, we’re look-
ing at what we can do 
when it comes to rain 
gardens and bioswales,” 
Sizeland said.

The DDA set aside 
$10,000 last year toward 
construction of the gar-
den while Sizeland 
applied for a grant from 
the Southeast Michigan 
Council of Governments’ 
(SEMCOG) $900,000 

war chest available 
t h r o u g h  t h e 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
Protection Agency’s 
Great Lakes Restoration 
Initiative.

Park offi cials learned 
last week SEMCOG 
awarded them $53,885 
for the project.

“Brian and I both have 
a passion for green infra-
structure,” Sizeland 
said. “Working with 
Brian and the beautifi ca-
tion commission is how 
the idea morphed. Credit 
goes to Brian, the beau-
tification commission 
and the Downtown 
Development Authority 
for supporting this proj-
ect.  We hope this 
expands res idents ’ 
knowledge of green 
infrastructure.”

“We couldn’t have 
done it without Beau-
tifi cation Commissioner 
Lisa Kyle under the short 
deadline we had to 
reach,” Colter said.

“Brian and I wrote the 
grant together,” Kyle 
said. “I gathered all the 
supporting documents 
a n d  e n t e r e d  a n d 
uploaded everything to 
the grant application and 
submitted it.”

The grant took the 
long route to city hall.

“We were not funded 
at fi rst,” Sizeland said. 
“However, SEMCOG 
had money left over and 
provided the Park a con-
cept design at no cost.”

A rendering prepared 
by the Center for 
Watershed Protection, 
i n  M a r y l a n d ,  f o r 
SEMCOG shows a 
roughly 8-by-50-foot 
strip of native paintings 
atop nearly fi ve feet of 
buried gravel and an 
underdrain.

The DDA’s $10,000 
gave the application 
leverage, he said.

“We let SEMCOG 
know, as a little bit of a 
carrot, that we have this 
funding avai lable ,” 
Colter said.

“There was some dis-
course about the appear-
ance of the front of city 
hall on the internet,” 
sa id  Beaut i f icat ion 
Commission Chairman 
Ben Wixson. “When I 
saw this (proposal), I 
thought this is going to 
make everything look a 
lot better.”

“We’ll have signs 
explaining how it’s a 
useful tool,” Colter said. 
“The location may 
inspire residents to do 
the same thing at their 
homes.”

GARDEN:
Continued from page 1A

Overall plans for the 
park include a distinc-

tive, arched entry and 
replacing the black 
chain-link fence around 
the perimeter with a 
lower, black vinyl-
wrapped fence  to 

improve sight lines, 
along with landscaping 
and lighting improve-
ments. Total cost for the 
project is pegged at 
$380,000.

PARK:
Continued from page 2A

GROSSE POINTE 
PARK — About a decade 
ago in Grosse Pointe 
Farms a case of domes-
tic violence dragged on 
for months to no effect 
except frustration and a 
waste of city resources.

A wife had sought 
police rescue from her 
allegedly gun-toting, 
abusive husband. But, 
when push came to 
shove in municipal 
court, she wouldn’t fol-
low through wi th 
charges. 

In Grosse Pointe Park 
this month, new assis-
tant city prosecutor Jake 
Mertes proposed to 
members of the ordi-
nance committee a way 
of getting around wit-
ness intransigence and 
more.

Mertes made his case 
to the committee March 
7, to recommend the city 
council amend the city 
code allowing prosecu-
tion of someone for the 
civil ,  not criminal, 
offense of causing a 
police response.

The council agreed 
and adopted the policy 
March 13, in the form of 
Ordinance 238 of the 
city code.

“Causing a police 
response is not a charge-
able offense by itself,” 
Mertes said. “It cannot 
be charged by police on 
scene at the time. It’s a 
secondary offense.”

“We usually offer the 
plea to a first-time 
offender where it’s mer-
ited,” said City Attorney 
Dan Kelly. “The result 
would be a fi ne, but no 
criminal offense. It’s 
used by the prosecutor’s 
office in those unique 
cases where we have a 
complaining witness 
who is unlikely to go 
forward with it (and) to 
avoid an expensive 
trial.”

“You can’t be charged 
with causing a police 
response,” Mertes said. 
“You can only plead 
down to it. It’s more of a 
tool.”

Being a civil infraction 
with a maximum fi ne of 
$250 and no jail time, 
the option of pleading 
guilty to causing a police 
response is anticipated 
to be more attractive to 
suspects than risking 
losing a defense in 
court.

The amendment also 
lowers the prosecution’s 
standard of proof.

“This allows us to 
move forward with a 

charge if the witness 
doesn’ t  show up,” 
Mertes said. “A domes-
tic violence situation is 
where someone won’t 
show up.”

He also cited the 
example of a bar fi ght 
after which participants 
are unwilling to press 
charges and it is almost 
impossible for police to 
develop a sober account 
of what occurred.

“Something needs to 
happen to show there’s 
ramifi cations for these 
things,” Mertes said. “It 
serves as a warning type 
thing. This is reserved 
more for the lesser 
offense or attempt-type 
situations. It allows for 
plea negotiations, too.”

“Your example of a 
bar fi ght makes sense,” 
committee Chairman 
C o u n c i l m a n  T o m 
Caulfi eld said.

The amendment’s 
wording cites a fi nancial 
element: “To regulate 
conduct to limit the use 
of law enforcement and 
recoup costs of the city 
when criminal conduct 
requ i res  a  po l i ce 
response.”

Caulfield suggested 
the plea option could 
help quell neighbor dis-
putes.

“(The city) can take 
them to court and say, 
look, don’t do it again, 
here is a lesser plea, 
stop being idiots,” 
Caulfi eld said.

“That is a great, clear 
example,” Mertes said.

Prompt the police, 
provoke a penalty
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer
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City of Grosse Pointe

Unruly patient
A patient was escorted 

out of a local hospital at 
12:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 28, after threaten-
ing the nursing staff.

Container thief
The suspect who stole 

a package containing 
$200 worth of storage 
containers from a porch 
in the 500 block of St. 
Clair at 6:50 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 28, left 
the scene in a white 
Chrysler 200.  

Bank fraud
An online bank account 

with Vive Financial was 
fraudulently opened in a 
Grosse Pointe resident’s 
name Wednesday, March 
29, after which $4,200 
was charged to a fraudu-
lent credit card.

Pay advance
A 28-year-old former 

employee of a Grosse 
Pointe man was reported 
Wednesday, March 29, 
for stealing a check and 
cashing it for $500. The 
investigation is ongoing. 

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the City of 
Grosse Pointe Public 
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Farms

Loose lips 
W h e n  o f f i c e r s 

approached a vehicle 
parked but running on 
Moross with both driv-
er’s side tires damaged 
at 2:43 a.m. Wednesday, 
March 29, the 50-year-
old Detroit driver told 
them he might have hit a 
pothole or the curb 
when he turned off 
Lakeshore. 

Alcohol was found 
under the driver’s seat 
and a preliminary breath 
test showed the man’s  
blood alcohol content 
was 0.113 percent. 

Already under arrest 
and being transported 
back to the station, the 
man voluntarily told 
someone on the phone, 
“I had my car running to 
keep warm and no mat-
ter what, I’m in there 
and my keys were in the 

ignition, I’m operating 
the vehicle while under 
the infl uence.” 

Decluttered
A 27-year-old Grosse 

Pointe woman running a 
cleaning business and 
who is a self-proclaimed 
recovering addict, is sus-
pected of having stolen 
$7,925 worth of David 
Yurman and Tiffany jew-
elry, one pair of Air 
Jordan shoes and approx-
imately five oxycodone 
prescription pills from a 
Hall Place home she had 
been employed to clean. 

Obituary scam
After her husband 

passed away in early 
March and his full name 
and date of birth were 
published in an obitu-
ary, a 76-year-old Farms 
woman received a fraud-
ulent letter from Fifth 
Third Bank notifying her 
of a verifi cation of con-
tact information change, 
which she did not autho-
rize.

Upon further discov-

ery, it was found the 
bank put a nearly 
$300,000 negative bal-
ance on all five of her 
bank accounts.

Alcohol thief 
An unknown suspect 

who previously stole bot-
tles of liquor from the 
same business, stole a 
bottle worth $31.99 off 
the register counter of a 
business in the 18000 
block of Mack before 
running out of the store 
at 4 p.m. Saturday, April 
1.

T h e  s u s p e c t  i s 
described as an approxi-
mately 40-year-old black 
man wearing white 
shoes, blue jeans and a 
navy hooded sweatshirt 
with red and white stripes 
along each arm. 

Risky car theft
A gray 2022 Dodge 

Charger Scat Pack 
Widebody with an orange 
stripe was stolen from a 
driveway on Kerby — the 
same street that houses 
the public safety depart-

ment — at approximately 
4 a.m. Sunday, April 2. 

While the owner was in 
possession of both keys 
for the vehicle, no broken 
glass was noticed on the 
driveway.

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Farms Public Safety, 
(313) 885-2100.

Grosse Pointe Shores

Nothing to report per 
dispatch.

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about crimes to Grosse 
Pointe Shores Public 
Safety, (313) 881-5500.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Yet again
In what is becoming 

nearly a monthly occur-
rence, a catalytic con-
verter was stolen from a 
vehicle in the Ascension 
St. John Hospital parking 
lot, this time between 3 

and 5 p.m. Thursday, 
March 30.

It was there
A vehicle was stolen 

from the driveway of a 
house in the 19000 block 
of Raymond between 
12:30 and 1:30 a.m. 
Friday, March 31.

The complainant said 
her doorbell camera 
showed the vehicle was 
there at 12:30 a.m. but 
gone an hour later. The 
camera did not record 
the theft.

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Woods Public Safety, 
(313) 343-2400.

Grosse Pointe Park

Nothing to report per 
dispatch.

— Brad Lindberg
Report information 

about crime to Grosse 
Pointe Park Public 
Safety, (313) 822-7400.

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS

the time it takes to fi nish 
the project. It could be a 
combination of both. 
We don’t want it  to 
e x t e n d  f u r t h e r , 
because we don’t want 
to hinder businesses 
more than we have to, 
but at the same time, 
we have to be finan-
cially responsible.”

But how much give-
and-take is the city 
willing to offer with 
its timeline to secure a 
competitive bid?

“The sooner the bet-
ter,” Randazzo said of 
when he’d like to see 
the work done. “It’s 
been like this 60, 70 
years, it’s been flood-
ing. So, obviously, we 
don’t want it to go any 
f u r t h e r  t h a n  t h i s 
year.”

Continued from page 1A

BIDS:

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— As reporters on the cops 
and courts beat learn 
quickly, defendants 
charged with possession of 
stolen property 
often are suspect-
ed of the greater 
charge of theft, 
which prosecu-
tors relinquish 
due to lacking 
proof.

When police 
can’t gather suf-
ficient evidence that a 
man with a screwdriver 
and slim jim in his pockets 
actually stole the stolen 
car he’s driving from the 
scene of a reported car 
theft, they can settle for 
nabbing him for possess-
ing the stolen property.

Members of the city 
council agreed with their 
municipal prosecutors 
Monday, March 13, to 
extend the practice to peo-
ple suspected of commit-
ting lesser offenses of the 
misdemeanor kind.

“‘Attempt’ is a prosecu-
tor’s tool to reduce a 
charge in a similar cir-
cumstance where a misde-
meanor charge is probably 

warranted,” said Jake 
Mertes, assistant city pros-
ecutor. “The big one is 
where someone is about 
to steal something, but the 
police show up and stop 
them from actually taking 
the thing. We can piece 

together what happened.”
“The person was inches 

away from committing a 
misdemeanor and justice 
needs to be served,” said 
Warren Rothe, assistant 
city manager.

The lesser charge of 
‘attempt’ also may be 
employed to scare straight 
criminal neophytes in 
cases lacking signifi cant 
victimization.

“An 18-year-old being 
dumb,” Councilman Tom 
Caulfi eld said. “We have 
to charge him.”

“It wasn’t the crime of 
the century,” Mertes said. 
“We want to cut this guy a 

break but, at the same 
time, you can’t drop the 
misdemeanor charge 
because there’s clearly 
criminal activity.”

“The ‘attempted crime’ 
would reduce the penal-
ties to $500 and 45 days in 

jail,” City Attorney 
Dan Kelly said.

The new Ordinance 
238 amends the city 
code: “Any person 
who shall attempt to 
commit an offense 
prohibited by law … 
but shall fail in the 
perpetration … is 

guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable for not more 
than 45 days or a fi ne of 
not more than $500.”

Normal misdemeanors 
carry 93-day maximum 
sentences.

“It only applies to 90-day 
misdemeanors,” Kelly 
said. “It does not apply to 
alcohol and driving 
offenses.”

“You put ‘attempt’ in 
front of whatever the 
other crime was and it 
reduces the jail time in 
half,” Mertes said. 
“‘Attempt’ sounds far less 
than actually doing the 
crime.”

Arrested for attempt
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Any person who shall 
attempt to commit an offense 
prohibited by law … but 
shall fail in the perpetration 
… is guilty of a misdemeanor

CITY OF GROSSE POINTE — The City’s 
Department of Public Works publicly 
sounded the alarm earlier this year on a 
series of employee retention and sustain-
able service struggles under the weight of 
which it has been bowing behind the 
scenes for two years. 

The long and short of the interwoven 
issues is that full-time employees aren’t 
sticking around, causing heavy burdens 
on loyal supervisors, because their jobs 
— traditionally incorporating a well-
rounded offering of grass cutting, city 
maintenance, etc. — are now that of 
essentially a glorified garbage man. 
While the job on the back of the garbage 
truck used to be fi lled by contract work-
ers from a temporary labor agency, the 
City ceased said partnership during the 
pandemic because of its unreliability. 

“We did use Professional Recruiters 
Group in the past and it was hit or miss 
with the employees that were coming,” 
Public Services Director Pete Randazzo 
explained. “Sometimes they’d never 
show up. Sometimes they’d come in 
late.”

Putting more money on the line, the 
City now is choosing to take its chances 
returning to the temporary labor pool by 
taking the more expensive route. 

“Going on the fact that the Farms is 
using them successfully,” City Manager 
Pete Dame noted, city council agreed in 
March to a contract with Labor Max in 
Center Line for two employees through-
out compost season at a rate of $25 per 
hour, per person. 

If all goes well, the contract — which 
only sets the rate of pay and does not lock 
in the city for a set amount of time — will 
cost the city $19,200 for the remainder of 
this year and $51,200 for next. 

“It’s going to cost more,” Dame 
acknowledged, “but essentially we’re 
going back to the way that we used to do 
it and there’s really no choice but to do it, 
because we’ve been losing our people to 
unproductive work that could have been 
done by less costly laborers.”

The City did budget $11,500 this fi scal 
year to hire part-time workers, but has 
been unable to fi nd anyone interested. 

“Nobody that goes to high school 
wants to pick up (garbage),” Randazzo 
replied to one suggestion to seek local 
students to fi ll the role. 

The City’s DPW will, however, be 
offering two part-time grass-cutting posi-
tions to high school students this sum-
mer. 

— Laurel Kraus

DPW to ease burden with contract laborers 
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LETTERS
The Grosse Pointe News welcomes your letters to the edi-

tor. All letters should be typed, double-spaced and signed. 

Letters longer than 250 words may be edited for length. 

All letters may be edited for content. We reserve the right 

to refuse any letter. Include daytime phone number for 

verifi cation or questions. The deadline for letters is 3 p.m. 

Monday. Letters to the editor may by emailed to editor@

grossepointenews.com.

GPP border discussion group

A
s a participant in the recently 
convened group tasked with 
discussing the Grosse Pointe 
Park-Detroit border I would 
like to shed some light on this 
group. In response to recent 

questions, assertions and implications, I 
would like to be as clear and objective as pos-
sible in a brief description of who this group 
is, what we are not, why you haven’t offi cial-
ly heard from us, what we have done and 
why we are addressing this topic. This is my 
personal perspective. I’m not a spokesperson 
for the group. Others may describe or have 
seen the meetings differently, but I will at-
tempt to be as transparent and objective as 
possible in my descriptions.

Who are we? Most simply put, we are a 
modest-sized (roughly 15) group that is get-
ting together to discuss the myriad topics 
surrounding the Grosse Pointe Park-Detroit 
border. The initial emails were from Mayor 
Michele Hodges, Jamie Meyers and Frank 
Joyce. Mayor Hodges has largely run the 
meetings. Additionally from Grosse Pointe 
Park, Mayor Pro Tem Tom Caulfi eld, City 
Manager Nick Sizeland, Grosse Pointe Park 
Chief of Public Safety Bryan Jarrell and 
myself have been to all or some of the meet-
ings. The group is otherwise composed of 
residents of both sides of the border includ-
ing some past GPP offi cials.

What are we not? We are not a subcommit-
tee of Grosse Pointe Park Council, nor do we 
carry any offi cial endorsement from council. 
We have no authority to act beyond that 
which any group of residents congregating 
to discuss a topic would have. We are not a 
group convened with the explicit goal of 
removing physical barriers at border points. 
As an aside, it seems to me the removal of 

traffi c barriers is not consistent with goals 
laid out in our master plan directing us to 
make GPP more walkable, pedestrian and 
bike friendly. Additionally, among the most 
frequent requests from residents is for more 
traffi c control measures (stop signs, speed 
bumps, use of the speed detector trailer) not 
less. Lastly, and to be crystal clear, our parks 
are not a part of this discussion.

Why haven’t you heard from this group? 
The answer lies in part in the omission of a 
“What are we?” section to this piece. This 
hasn’t been publicized because, quite 
frankly, there isn’t much to share. We remain 
a group with no elucidated goals beyond the 
vague “addressing our border issues,” of 
which there are certainly several, and I might 
hope that through discussion ideas will 
emerge toward upgrading our border and 
building connections with our neighbors. 
But as of now, there are no clearly stated 
goals and, as such, little to report. My gen-
eral sense is that there was hesitance to pub-
licize the group until it had its legs 
underneath a bit and a better sense of its 
goals and desired outcomes. Publicizing 
meetings hasn’t been much a topic of discus-
sion, but we clearly need to be open and 
transparent.

What have we done? The group has met 
three times. The first meeting was at 
Gathering Pointe (formerly Cabbage Patch 
Café) and was strictly introductions — liter-
ally nothing beyond each individual intro-
ducing themselves to the group. The second 
meeting was at Eastside Community 
Network and was largely a free form sharing 
of personal experiences relating to the GPP-
Detroit border. To be frank (and others will 

H
appy feelings abound during the month 
of April when many families around 
metro Detroit gather to celebrate a col-
lection of cheerful events. Whether you 
mark spring through Easter, Passover, 
Ramadan or even the Detroit Tigers 

home opener, there’s a sense of hope and renewal in the 
air and so are the good, positive vibes that come with it. 

This collective celebratory mood got us thinking 
about all of the things that are giving Grosse Pointers 
a reason to cheer. Here are just some of those we think 
deserve a round or two of applause:
◆ From North to NYC: On page 4A of today’s 

Grosse Pointe News, you will read about Ben 
Graham, a 17-year-old junior at Grosse Pointe North 
High School, who is the only musician from Michigan 
named to Carnegie Hall’s 2023 National Youth 
Orchestra. He will travel with the NYO to upstate 
New York in early July for a two-week training resi-
dency at SUNY-Purchase before giving a concert July 
14, at the hallowed Carnegie Hall. After that concert 
comes a North American tour with shows in 
Massachusetts, Quebec, Texas, Wyoming and 
California. A standing O is in order for that level of tal-
ent and commitment.
◆ High School choirs: We can’t sing the praises 

loud enough for our local choirs from Grosse Pointe 
North and Grosse Pointe South. Two North seniors 
recently competed in the St. Clair Shores Community 
Chorus scholarship competition, with one of the 
Norsemen fi nishing fi rst. That win marked the sec-
ond consecutive year a North student has won this 
competition. North also has a fi nalist in the Verdi 
Opera Theatre of Michigan’s Italian Songs and Arias 
Vocal Competition, who will compete for the $1,000 
grand prize April 30. In addition, North singing en-
sembles AcaFella, CounterPointe and Pointe Chorale, 
along with eight soloists, received a top rating of 1 at 
the Michigan School Vocal Music Association 
(MSVMA) State High School Solo and Ensemble 
Festival March 18.

More cheers go out to our community’s stellar voices, 
including South’s newest choir, Rhapsody in Blue, 
which received a 1st division rating at the recent state 
solo and ensemble festival. Four South soloists received 
1st division ratings for their superior solo performances 
and one received a 2nd division rating as well.

Another South soloist was one of only 12 singers in 
the state selected by MSVMA judges to compete in the 
state fi nals. He also will sing at the MSVMA Recital of 
Outstanding Soloists at Michigan State University in 
mid-May.
◆ All-State athletes: Fans, clap your hands for the 

28 varsity student-athletes who earned All-State hon-
ors for the 2022-23 winter sports season. Sixteen girls 
hockey players (fi ve from North, fi ve from South and 
six from University Liggett), three players from ULS 
boys hockey team, fi ve swimmers and one diver from 
South boys swim and dive, as well as three gymnasts 
from Grosse Pointe United took home these elite state 
honors. Five gymnasts from the team, a combined 
group of athletes from North and South, also were 
named to the All-State All-Academic team.
◆ Detroit Tigers home opener: Admittedly, things 

haven’t looked so great for the Detroit Tigers in the 
fi rst week of the Major League Baseball season. But 
hope springs eternal in the “D,” despite Vegas odds-
makers having the Tigers’ season win total in the low 
70s. The team has a new president of operations, 
Scott Harris, who came from the San Francisco 
Giants. He has the chance to observe what’s working 
and what’s not this season to hopefully nail his hire 
for general manager. Names to look out for? There’s 
of course Miggy, but there’s also the continued devel-

Cheers to that! 
Grosse Pointers have plenty of 
reasons to applaud this week

A6OPINION

opment of Spencer Torkelson and Riley 
Greene. Storylines? Will Javier Báez begin to 
live up to his $77 million contract? Is the talent 
that was promised a few years ago in our start-
ing pitching? Or will the trade deadline serve 
as our season’s biggest highlight?

Just a few days before the home opener 
Thursday, tickets were still available, which is 
pure sacrilege around these parts. But we’re 
pretty confi dent that once the weather heats up 
(and hopefully the Tigers’ bats), Detroiters will 
be heading to Comerica and singing during the 
seventh inning stretch in no time.
◆ Spring: Has it actually sprung? Based on 

the continued chill in the air and the winter 
boots that have yet to make it back into the 
basement or attic, spring is just a theory. Ah, 
but the calendar says it’s spring, so we just 
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likely see this differ-
ently), not with particu-
lar direction or strong 
take away, despite sig-
nificant issues being 
raised. Our third meet-
ing, also at Eastside 
Community Network, 
was centered around a 
presentation given by 
Jamie Meyers docu-
menting the current 
state of the border points 
where there are various 
traffi c barriers in place. 
Jamie was extremely 
thorough in presenting 
photos and maps docu-
menting these points. 
There was also discus-
sion related to the 
br idges  that  once 
spanned the creek adja-
cent to Alter Road, south 
of Jefferson. A date for a 
fourth meeting is forth-
coming.

Why are we “address-
ing our border”? Our 
border with the city of 
Detroit is an issue that is 
repeatedly brought up, 
most frequently in the 
light of a reputation 
earned many years ago 
and I do not believe to be 
refl ective of our commu-
nity today. The fact that 
so many current repre-
sentatives of the city of 
Grosse Pointe Park are 
participating in these 
discussions seems a 
good fi rst step in making 
that case.

There is truly historic 
development happening 
along the Detroit-GPP 
border in several loca-
tions, the two largest 
developments literally 
spanning the border. 
There is realistic prom-

ise of further develop-
ment which will bring 
increased vitality to our 
city, to our neighbors 
and attention to our bor-
der. All of this develop-
ment brings great 
potential for improving 
both sides of our joint 
neighborhood. To sup-
port health, vitality and 
investment on both sides 
of the border, it is crucial 
to create an environment 
that brings our commu-
nities closer together.  

To reiterate, this is a 
discussion group. On its 
own, the group carries 
no particular authority. 
However, I would hope 
through discussion, solid 
thoughts and ideas 
emerge. Should this 
occur, next steps would 
certainly include sharing 
those thoughts with the 
residents of both sides of 
the border and welcom-
ing residents input. I 
hope we can make 
improvements. Indeed, 
for the representatives 
from GPP Council, that 
is a big part of our com-
mitment to the city. 

Iden t i fy  a reas  o f 
i m p r o v e m e n t  a n d 
improve them. “Get stuff 
done” as Mayor Hodges 
likes to say. On the 
Eastside, our future is 
brightest together, and 
we hope to leverage the 
strengths and desires on 
both sides of the border 
to build the broader 
neighborhood that is 
better for all.   

Brian A. Brenner is a 
Grosse Pointe Park city 
councilman

Editor’s Note: In the 
March 16 Grosse Pointe 
News, reporter Brad 
Lindberg wrote “Mayor: 
Remove ‘physical border 
barriers,’” about “an 
effort to address our bor-
ders that is beginning to 
take shape,” according 
to  Mayor  Hodges. 
Following a second 
meeting, Hodges indi-
cated a distinction 
between secret meetings 
and low-key ones held at 
the start of what likely is 
to be a complicated and 
controversial process.

GUEST:
Continued from page 6A

I  S AY  By Brad Lindberg

“
Cut every-
thing,” Bob 
Merritt, youth-
ful managing 
editor of the 
Gate City News 

ordered Eddie Green, 
the short, dynamic little 
city editor in the 1931 
teenage action novel, 
“The Front Page 
Mystery,” by Graham 
Dean. “We’re going to 
be way overset.”

Merritt was in a tizzy. 
He needed space in the 
paper about a late-
breaking house fire 
story. As the deadline 
for the noon edition 
neared, he had to cut 
other stories to make 
room for news of the 
moment.

Overset is an anti-
quated newspaper term 
describing typeset for 
which there’s no space 
in whatever edition is 
b e i n g  d i s c u s s e d . 
Overset means the edi-
tion is over its capacity 
for setting type.

Type, set, too much 
typeset, overset. Like 
amo,  amas ,  amat . 
Overset often wound up 
in the hellbox. Anyway:

Among GP News 
overset are a couple of 
February crime stories. 
They were outranked by 
other stories (like the 
shooting at Michigan 
State University) at the 
time of occurring and 
are too stale for publica-
tion in the current news 
sect ion .  Yet ,  they 
remain relevant to resi-
dents wondering what 
goes on outside at night 
while they sleep. In that 

sense they are ever-
greens, always fresh.

The suspects’ names 
in the following account 
are less important than 
before and have been 
removed.

Suspects fast-
forward case

A pair of accused car 
thieves are launching 
their defenses down-
town instead of making 
test flights in Park 
municipal court.

Both suspects waived 
their rights to eviden-
tiary hearings in Park 
court Feb. 8. They chose 
instead to take their fel-
ony cases straight to 
Wayne County Circuit 
Court.

“At this point, we’re 
going to agree to be 
bound over to the 
Wayne County Circuit 
Court for further pro-
ceedings,” said defense 
a t t o r n e y  M a r k 
Magidson, representing 
Defendant 1, age 18, of 
Detroit.

Park police arrested 
Defendant 1 and co-
defendant Defendant 2 
the night of Jan. 11, for 
trying to steal four cars 
in the 1400 blocks of 
Wayburn and Maryland. 
An unidentified third 
suspect got away.

“They gave full con-
fessions to trying to 
steal four vehicles,” 
Park Detective Sgt. 
Jeremy Pittman said 
shortly thereafter.

Neither Defendant 1 
nor Defendant 2 would 
identify the suspect at 
large, according to 
police.

Both teens are first-
time offenders, accord-
ing to Pittman.

Magidson said during 
an earlier hearing that 

sentencing guidelines 
for the crimes are likely 
to be probation.

Defendant 1 appeared 
in municipal court last 
week, accompanied by 
his mother and wearing 
an electronic tether, a 
requirement of him 
being allowed out of the 
Wayne County Jail on 
$25 ,000  bond.  He 
needed to post only 
$2,500.

Defendant 2 appeared 
by video from the 
Wayne County Jail, not 
having posted equal 
bond.

Park Judge Car l 
Jarboe confi rmed each 
defendant’s decision to 
waive the evidentiary 
hearing.

“It’s not a trial,” 
Jarboe explained. “It’s 
just to see if the people 
have suffi cient evidence 
for an arrest to be 
made.”

Jarboe bound them 
over to Wayne County 
C i rcu i t  Cour t  fo r 
arraignment Feb. 15.

Magidson asked for 
the arraignment to be 
scheduled “the sooner 
the better. That would 
work in (Defendant 1’s) 
favor.”

Magidson continued, 
“(Defendant 1) is starting 
a job the fi rst part of next 
week and I don’t want 
any problems with him 
violating the tether 
requirements.”

Jarboe said, “The tether 
requirements are as fol-
lows: he may be at home, 
work, school or church.”

My next I Say, May 18, 
will contain an account of 
a woman who is such a 
scofflaw that the local 
prosecuting attorney said 
taking legal action 
against her has no 
impact.

Overset
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may want to use the 
building.

“Grosse Pointe Park 
has told us they would 
like to see the building 
stay as it is and be used 
for the common good,” 
Dean said.

Sizeland agreed.
“Based on the conver-

sations we had earlier 
and what our residents 
have expressed, our best 
hope is to put it to good 
use,” he said. “Whether 
that’s some kind of mixed 
development or not is up 

to the school board.”
Sizeland added the 

main goal is to keep the 
building’s architectural 
history.

“We just don’t want to 
see it sit vacant if it can be 
put to good use,” he 
added, “possibly for a 
daycare or a nonprofit. 
We’re open to ideas.”

The board voted in 
June 2019 to close both 
Trombly and Poupard 
elementary schools due 
to falling enrollment.

The original Trombly 
school was built in 1903, 
at the corner of Jefferson 
and Beaconsfi eld. It was 
named for Robert 

Trombly, who served as 
Grosse Pointe Township 
justice of the peace start-
ing in 1884, and was on 
the school board three 
decades. The current 
school was built in 1927, 
with an addition in 1930.

The building has been 
approved to receive a 
state historical marker, 
but the district hasn’t 
decided if it will install it 
or not.

“We’re waiting on an 
opinion from our attor-
ney about the implica-
tions,” Ismail said. “We 
don’t want that to some-
how handcuff us about 
how it can be used.”

TROMBLY:
Continued from page 1A

THE GROSSE POINTES 
— Two of the newly cre-
ated committees of the 
Grosse Pointe Public 
School System’s Board of 
Education held their fi rst 
meetings of the year to 
discuss enrollment and 
policies late last month.

The committees — 
Community Engagement 
and  Po l i c i es  and 
Contracts — were two of 
four created earlier this 
year. The Finance and 
Facilities and Curriculum 
committees already held 
their fi rst meetings.

T h e  C o m m u n i t y 
Engagement Committee 
started with an overview 
from Rebecca Fannon, 
the district’s community 
relations specialist, 

about what GPPSS does 
to reach out to families in 
an attempt to reverse 
enrollment trends.

“Our transition surveys 
have been helpful,” she 
said. “I prefer not to call 
them exit  surveys 
because that implies a 
fi nality.”

She noted that many 
families who left the dis-
trict said if they return, it 
would be when their stu-
dent reaches the next 
level.

“We do a big push in 
January because that’s 
generally when down 
payments are due for the 
following year at private 
schools,” Fannon said. 
“We promote our infor-
mation nights for kinder-
garten and Young 5’s, 
rising middle schoolers 
and rising freshmen.”

For the current school 
year, the district saw 125 
students who left during 
the pandemic re-enroll, 
including 119 students 
who attended a private 
school last year, while 65 
left for private schools.

“For those who moved 
out of the district, we 
asked them what they 
liked so we know what to 
highl ight ,”  Fannon 
added.

The communications 
team also partners with 
the Grosse Pointe 
Chamber of Commerce 
and the Grosse Pointe 
Board of Realtors to pro-
vide information for 
newcomers.

“We also share that 
information with our 
local hospitals so they 
can pass it on to their 
new staff moving here,” 

Fannon said. “That 
includes details about 
what we offer and virtual 
tours of each building.”

The committee is 
cha i red  by  board 
Secretary Ginny Jeup 
and includes board 
Treasurer Sean Cotton. 
Community volunteers 
are Ted Coutilish, Mary 
Jane Failla, William 
McCoy, Karl Messenger, 
Juli Rybicki, Nadya 
Thole  and El l isse 
Thompson.

Coutilish, who works 
in marketing at the 
University of Michigan, 
gave a presentation on 
branding and suggested 
the district consider con-
tracting with a national 
fi rm that specializes in 
K-12 branding. He esti-
mated that cost between 
$50,000 and $100,000.

The  Po l i cy  and 
Contracts Committee, 
meanwhile, discussed 
how the district sets pol-
icy and how it informs 
the board’s governance.

“Policies need to 
change for a variety of 
reasons, especially when 
there are changes in 
s t a t e  l a w , ” 
Superintendent Jon 
Dean said. “New laws 
don’t take effect until 90 
days after the end of the 
legislative session, so 
that won’t be until next 
March. We’ve got some 
time to look at those 
changes.”

The committee also 
will look at the district’s 
Freedom of Information 
Act policies, especially as 
they relate to emails sent 
to the board and posted 
on the district website, 

thereby making public 
any private information 
of constituents such as 
email addresses and 
phone numbers.

The committee is 
chaired by Cotton and 
inc ludes  Pres ident 
Ahmed Ismail  and 
T r u s t e e  D a v i d 
Brumbaugh. Community 
volunteers are Will 
B r o m a n ,  M e l i s s a 
Fradenburg,  Diane 
Karabetsos,  Jeanne 
Lizza, Fred Nazarko and 
Michael Thoits. Only 
Cotton, Ismail and 
Brumbaugh will be able 
to vote on matters to be 
sent to the full board. 
The committee will not 
be involved in collective 
bargaining contracts 
with employee groups.

Cotton owns the 
Grosse Pointe news.

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

BoE committees hold fi rst meetings

TIckets are now on 
sale for the seventh 
annual Derby for Kids, 
scheduled 4 to 8 p.m. at 
the Country Club of 
Detroit.

As was the case last 
year, funds raised at The 
Children’s Foundation 
event will go to support 
the Adolescent Addiction 
Recovery Center, an out-
p a t i e n t  c l i n i c  a t 
Children’s Hospital of 
Troy for youths strug-
gling with addiction and 
mental health issues.

Last year’s Derby set 
records for attendance, 
with 500 guests, and 
money raised at more 
than $150,000. The event 
has raised more than 
$700,000 overall.

Co-chairs are sisters-
in-law Kelly Hilliard and 
Lisa Schrage, who co-
chaired the Emerging 

Leaders planning com-
mittee for the 2022 
Derby.

“I want my children, 
family and friends to 
understand menta l 
health,” Schrage said in 
a statement. “Not only 
for themselves, but so 
they can help others as 
well.”

In heading up the 
Emerging Leaders last 
year, the pair helped sell 
almost 200 pony-priced 
tickets — aimed at the 
40 and younger crowd — 
which accounted for a 
large part  of  the 
increased turnout and 
also spearheaded a 
silent auction that raised 
$20,000.

“My favorite part was 
setting the goal and 
watching us chip away 

Derby for Kids is May 6

See DERBY, page 9A

The Grosse Pointe 
N o r t h  S t u d e n t 
Association organized 
what turned out to be 
quite a successful Charity 
Week. A check for $7,456 
was presented to Kristy 
Schena, director of Kids 

On The Go, a pediatric 
nonprofit designed to 
provide therapies to chil-
dren with special needs 
throughout the year. 

Some of the events stu-
dents organized for 
Charity Week included 
a pancake breakfast, dur-
ing which teachers 
fl ipped pancakes; a week-
long gourmet basket raf-
fle; donations collected 
dur ing  a  Uni f ied 
Basketball game between 

North and South; a Big 
Cookie Monster sale; and 
Restaurant Week. 

N o r t h  s t u d e n t s 
expressed their apprecia-
tion to all the restaurants 
and businesses that par-
ticipated to raise funds. 
They included TCBY, 
Shores Nutrition, Jets 
Pizza, Big Salad, Ashby’s 
Ice Cream, Mack Avenue 
Grill, Telly’s, Coldstone 
Creamery and Trattoria 
Serventi. During Charity 

Week, these restaurants 
donated 20 percent of 
their earnings to North’s 
project.

Raffle baskets were 
donated by many Grosse 
Pointe stores and a few 
N o r t h  t e a c h e r s . 
Additionally, the Grosse 
Pointe South Student 
Association sent over two 
baskets for the raffl e and 
a few South students 
helped collect donations 
during the North/South 
Unifi ed Basketball game 
as well.

— Renee Landuyt

From left, Bella Yoakam, 
president, Grosse Pointe 
North Student 
Association; Madi 
Lucido, secre-
tary, Grosse Pointe 
North Student 
Association; Kristy 
Schena, founder/direc-
tor, Kids on the Go; 
Paige Spence, treasur-
er, Grosse Pointe North 
Student Association; and 
Zoey Crossley, vice pres-
ident, Grosse Pointe 
North Student 
Association.

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Charity Week a success

Hunt For Your Easter
Toys at Whistle Stop!

(586) 771-6770
Shop Online at whistle-stop.com

Mon-Sat 10-8 • Sun 12-5
21714 Harper Ave - 8 1/2 Mile,

St. Clair Shores

040623

MACOMB COUNTY
21915 Greater Mack 

St. Clair Shores
Between 8 & 9 Mile

586.285.5634586.285.5634

OAKLAND COUNTY
616 S. Lapeer Rd. 

Lake Orion
Just North of Clarkston Rd.

248.289.1065248.289.1065
Hours:

Monday — Friday: 9:30-5:30 
Saturday: 10-3 
Sunday: Closed

www.shoresfi replace.com

040622

k 
h fi l

American Fyre Designs™ offers
a wide range of fi replaces & 

media options to enhance your 
outdoor space.

t.fincham@yahoo.com
586 899 5565

TOMFINCHAMTOMFINCHAM

If you’re looking to enjoy the lake every
day - call the waterfront expert today!
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at it,” Hilliard said. 
“Then we exceeded it 
and it made me really 
proud to know the gen-
erosity of my local com-
munity was behind it.”

The Derby will feature 
southern cuisine, mint 
juleps and live viewing 
of the 149th Kentucky 
Derby. 

Tickets are $200, with 
pony pricing at $150. A 
variety of sponsorships 
also are available. Visit 
b i t . ly /433Y6TG for 
details.

— Ted O’Neil

Continued from page 8A

DERBY:

Fifth graders at Parcells Middle 
School recently embarked on a 
project in celebration of March is 

Reading Month. According to 
librarian Angela Stanley, students 
created graphics of themselves 

reading in adventurous spaces 
using Adobe Spark software, pro-
vided by GPPSS library resources.

Students’ and their work, from left, Khalil Bell, Silas Venet and Gregory Tod. 

Reading issues the greatest adventures

PHOTOS COURTESY OF ANGELA STANLEY

Students’ and their work, from left, Delaney 
McEachin, Preston Treska and Angeleta Powell.

To recognize and raise 
awareness for World 
Down Syndrome Day, 
Defer Elementary School 
students and staff 
recently were encour-
aged to wear crazy or 
mismatched socks to 
school. World Down 
Syndrome Day is cele-
brated March 21, to rep-
resent having three 
copies of the 21st chro-
mosome. Chromosomes 
look like socks up close, 
which is why socks are 
chosen to raise aware-

ness.
T h e  c e l e b r a t i o n 

included lessons about 
inclusion and promoting 
a culture of respect and 
acceptance for all indi-
viduals, regardless of 

their differences. It took 
place in honor of Edison 
Stier, who has Down syn-
drome. His twin sister, 
Lilith, is part of the 
Young 5’s program at 
Defer.

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Raising awareness at Defer

Defer Young 5’s teacher Amy Zizelman and students, Henry Picek, Odin 
Greenroyd, Mabel Vanover, Xavier Cruz and Lilith Stier show off their crazy 
socks.

The FIRST Robotics 
team from University 
Liggett School picked up 
its second win of the sea-
son by fi nishing fi rst in 
the Macomb Community 
College District event 
the weekend of April 1. 
The team will be in 
Saginaw this weekend 
for the state champion-
ships, then in Houston 
April 19 to 22, to defend 
its 2022 world champi-
onship.

COURTESY PHOTO

ULS on 
to states

Offering is subject to availability. Terms and conditions apply. Interest rate may change after the account is opened. Cash on deposit at FDIC-insured institutions 
through the Enhanced Savings Program offered by Raymond James Bank is insured by the FDIC up to $250,000 per insurable capacity per depository institution 
(bank), subject to applicable FDIC rules and limitations. The Enhanced Savings Program relies on the services of IntraFi Network, LLC, for the placement of deposits 
at a network third-party FDIC-insured depository institutions. The current list of FDIC-insured depository institutions in the network is shown at https://www.
intrafinetworkdeposits.com/find-intrafi-network-deposits. Raymond James is not affiliated with IntraFi Network, LLC. © 2023 Raymond James Bank, member FDIC. 
Raymond James & Associates, Inc., and Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., are affiliated with Raymond James Bank. Unless otherwise specified, products 
purchased from or held at Raymond James & Associates or Raymond James Financial Services are not insured by the FDIC, are not deposits or other obligations 
of Raymond James Bank, are not guaranteed by Raymond James Bank, and are subject to investment risks, including the possible loss of the principal invested. 
Banking and lending solutions are offered through Raymond James Bank, an affiliate of Raymond James & Associates, Inc., and Raymond James Financial Services, 
Inc. Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC. Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC. 

SAFETY. 

LIQUIDITY.  

YIELD.
It’s everything you want in a 

savings program.

4.50%
annual percentage yield

Effective March 1, 2023

▶  FDIC coverage: Up to $50 million  

     per depositor

▶  No bank account fees or holding periods

▶  $100,000 minimum initial deposit required

15 Kercheval Ave.  //  Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236

Noah Hauswirth

noah.hauswirth@raymondjames.com

T 313.885.9470  //  TF 800.598.0027 //  F 313.882.0210

Financial Advisor

040623
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GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — For his 22 
years as a member of the 
Eastern Wayne County 
Special Response Team, 
Sgt. Frank Zielinski was 
among 16 Grosse Pointe 
Farms public safety offi -
cers awarded for their ef-
forts in 2022, during the 
city’s March council meet-
ing. 

“He has been involved 
in hundreds of callouts 
and has served on the 
team as a breacher, 
sniper, negotiator, assis-
tant team leader and, 
finally, team leader,” 
Director John Hutchins 
said of  Zielinski, who was 
honored with a director’s 
citation. “Since becoming 
the team leader, no gun-
shots were fi red by team 
members during count-
less contacts with armed 
offenders.”

Similarly receiving a 
director’s citation in rec-
ognition of his past seven 
years on the SRT — dur-
ing which he’s served as a 
sniper, gas and less-than-
lethal operator, and 
instructor — was Lt. Wes 
Kipke. 

Among the several vio-
lent incidents he was 
instrumental in the peace-
ful resolution of, Hutchins 
noted, were two separate 
barricaded gunman situa-
tions in Harper Woods 
last year, during which 
there were shots fi red and 

fatalities. For these, Kipke 
additionally earned a 
departmental commenda-
tion.

In the fi rst incident, the 
home had been set on fi re 
and the suspect was 
shooting at responding 
officers. Kipki used his 
expertise with a 40mm 
launcher to provide cover 
and ventilate sections of 
the house, while other 
SRT members extin-
guished the fire, before 
Kipke and others entered 
to extricate multiple vic-
tims.   

In the second incident, 
the suspect was found 
hiding under the base-
ment stairs, threatening 

both suicide and to point 
his gun at SRT members.

“At one point during 
negotiations, the suspect 
was offered a cigarette 
and as he placed the gun 
on his lap, Lt. Kipke hit 
the suspect with a less-
than-lethal round, tempo-
rarily stunning him and 
allowing SRT members to 
take control of the sus-
pect,” Hutchins said. “Lt. 
Kipke’s actions resulted in 
no further loss of life at 
both of these incidents 
and he is commended for 
his expertise, restraint 
and professionalism.”

A number of officers 
also receiving awards 
were called to a Muir resi-

dence May 5, for a man 
who was bleeding pro-
fusely from a medical port 
that had become dis-
lodged from his arm. Even 
with his wife applying 
pressure, the bleeding 
was significant. Upon 
arrival, Lt. Thomas 
Dionne immediately 
applied one tourniquet, 
and later a second, to stop 
the bleeding, as PSO Jon 
Ross continually applied 
pressure. 

“Hospital ER staff stated 
the offi cers’ actions had 
saved the man’s life,” 
Hutchins noted, as Dionne 
and Ross were honored 
with life-saving awards.

Also at the scene, PSO 
Bryan Orlowski, PSO 
James Corbett and PSO 
Keith Colombo were 
awarded departmental 
citations. 

For their successful 
teamwork, Detective 
Derek Lazarski, PSO Jeff 
Van De Mark, PSO Kris 
Desmadryl, PSO Paul 
Reygaert and Civilian 
Inmate Dispatcher Patrick 
Hughes received depart-
mental citations. 

Officers responded to 
an area of Moross June 
14, after Hughes received 
a report that an unknown 
suspect wearing a con-
struction vest had gone to 
a residence and asked for 
money. 

As he fi elded reports of 
the subject being spotted 
in different locations — 
including the discovery of 
a yellow construction vest 

on the floor of an open 
attached garage where a 
bicycle had gone missing 
— officers located the 
man at Mack and Moross 
and in possession of prop-
erty indicating he may 
have committed addi-
tional home invasions.  

“Once at the station, it 
was determined that the 
suspect had a lengthy 
criminal history and was 
currently on a tether from 
a previous home inva-
sion,” Hutchins reported. 
“Teamwork and swift 
action taken by these offi -
cers resulted in a quick 
arrest and return of prop-
erty to the owner.”

As can be expected of a 
lake community, four offi -
cers — Orlowski, PSO 
Mike Ryan, PSO Will 
Madsen and PSO Brandon 
Coats — received depart-
mental citations for res-
cue efforts out of Lake St. 
Clair last year. 

When weather and lake 
conditions took a turn for 
the worse Aug. 18, three 
adult kayakers became 
stranded 75 yards from 
shore near Harbor Hill, 
unable to move in any 
meaningful direction and 
taking on water. 

The four offi cers, using 
ropes and a rescue disk, 
eventually were able to 
get the three up against 
the breakwall and onto 
shore, despite large waves 
pounding them against 
the wall.

“All of the occupants 
were uninjured and the 

offi cers even managed to 
successfully salvage the 
kayaks by utilizing equip-
ment from our engine,” 
Hutchins said.

However, not all offi-
cers were awarded for 
their efforts while in uni-
form.

Commended with a 
departmental citation for 
his quick thinking and 
willingness to take action 
while off duty, PSO Jim 
LaBeau noticed smoke 
coming from his neigh-
bor ’s  garage las t 
November, pried open the 
door and managed to 
extinguish the blaze prior 
to the fire department’s 
arrival. 

Additionally receiving a 
director’s merit award, 
Ryan also applied for and 
was awarded a $49,000 
grant from the Assistance 
to Firefighters Grant 
Program to fund the pur-
chase and implementation 
of vehicle extrication and 
stabilization equipment.

“Grosse Pointe Farms 
had previously depended 
on mutual aid requests in 
the past when these life-
saving and time-sensitive 
tools were needed,” 
Hutchins said. “PSO 
Ryan’s efforts and initia-
tive enabled the depart-
ment to purchase — at 
minimal cost to the city — 
our own equipment, 
which will aid first 
responders in rescuing 
trapped victims of acci-
dents on both land and in 
the water.”

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Farms offi cers awarded for 2022 life-saving, arrest efforts

PHOTO BY LAUREL KRAUS

From left, PSO Keith Colombo, PSO Jeff Van De 
Mark, Detective Derek Lazarski, PSO Brandon 
Coats, PSO Will Madsen, PSO Mike Ryan, PSO 
Bryan Orlowski, PSO Jim LaBeau, K-9 handler Rich 
Rosati with Rocco — although not receiving awards, 
the two are celebrated members of the department 
— PSO Kris Desmadryl, Sgt. Frank Zielinski, PSO 
Jon Ross, PSO Paul Reygaert and Lt. Wes Kipke. 
Also awarded but not pictured are Lt. Thomas 
Dionne, PSO James Corbett and Civilian Inmate 
Dispatcher Patrick Hughes.

Kimberly Coughlin, MD is a General Surgeon with Ascension Medical 

Group and is conveniently located in St. Clair Shores and Macomb. 

Ascension Medical Group Eastside Surgical Associates proudly

welcomes Dr. Kimberly Coughlin to their well established practice.

Dr. Coughlin is Board Certified in General Surgery and 

Fellowship Trained in advanced Hernia Surgery which includes: 

inguinal, umbilical, ventral, incisional and recurrent hernias.

She is trained in robotic, laparoscopic and open techniques and 

focuses on delivering high quality hernia care and providing the 

best repair for each unique patient.

Strives to deliver compassionate care for all patients with up to 

date advanced surgical techniques. Additionally, she attends 

and presents at multiple national hernia meetings annually.

Grew up in Grosse Pointe Woods and graduated from Grosse 

Pointe North High School and went onto University of Detroit 

Mercy to complete her undergraduate degree.

Graduated from Wayne State Medical School of Medicine 

in Detroit and completed her General Surgery Residency 

at Ascension St. John Hospital in Detroit. She received the 

Anthony B. Chambers Award for best performance during 

residency, chosen by faculty.

  Completed her fellowship training (Advanced Abdominal Wall 

Surgery) with Dr. Yuri Novitsky, one of the world renowned pioneers 

in the hernia field, at Columbia University in New York City.

Accepting new patients at two clinic locations for your 

convenience.

Dr. Coughlin is happy to be back in her hometown of Grosse Pointe

providing excellent care to her patients. Outside of the office,

she enjoys running, reading, baking and spending time with friends 

and family.

Ascension Medical Group Eastside Surgical Associates

29000 Little Mack Ave,

Suite B

St. Clair Shores, MI 48081

T 586-774-8811

46591 Romeo Plank Road,

Suite 220

Macomb, MI 48044

T 586-774-8811

Local Grosse Pointer returns
back to the area to provide 
General Surgery and state
of the art Hernia repairs at 
Ascension St. John Hospital…

Kimberly Coughlin, MD

Khamoshi Patel, DO is an Internal Medicine physician with Ascension 

Medical Group located in The Village of Grosse Pointe on Kercheval 

Avenue.

Dr. Parveen Siddiqui and Dr. Julia Tesch are honored to welcome

Dr. Khamoshi Patel to join their well known practice in The Village.

Dr. Patel is board certified in Internal Medicine.

Graduate of New York Institute of Technology College of Osteopathic 

Medicine - Old Westbury, NY and completed her residency at Saint 

Michael’s Medical Center - Newark, NJ. 

Provides Internal Medicine care to adults of all ages and has a 

special interest in hypertension, diabetes, musculoskeletal injuries, 

and preventative care.

She believes that the path to great health starts with patient 

education and teamwork.

Committed to help her patients gain access to the best medical 

resources and services available to ultimately improve their health 

and overall wellness.

Outside of the office, Dr. Patel enjoys nature walks, cooking, 

painting, and spending time with family and friends.

Accepting new patients. In person appointment, virtual appointment, 

online scheduling, and morning and evening hours are available.

Dr. Patel’s practice, Ascension St. John Hospital St. Clair Adult 

Medicine Specialists, PC is conveniently located at 17141 Kercheval 

Avenue, Grosse Pointe. 

Additional services offered by Ascension St. John Hospital Health 

Center in this shared suite are: Bone Density, Imaging, Lab, 

Mammography, Physical Therapy, and Ultrasound.

Ascension St. John Hospital
St. Clair Adult Medicine Specialists, PC
17141 Kercheval Ave

Grosse Pointe, MI 48230

T 313-642-4990 

Parveen Siddiqui, MD

Julia Tesch, DO

Khamoshi Patel, DO

Sarah Castronova, NP

Are you interested in a new 
Primary Care Physician that is 
in the heart of Grosse Pointe 
and who strives to provide
you the highest level of
comprehensive medical 
care that focuses on disease 
prevention?
Look no farther…..

Khamoshi Patel, DO
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John Lowery has been 
primed for his new gig as 
long as he can remem-
ber.

Earlier this year, the 
Grosse Pointe native — 
he grew up on Wellington 
in the City — filled the 
studded leather boots of 
Mick Mars as the new 
guitarist of Mötley Crüe. 
The heavy metal band 
debuted in 1981, and 
Lowery — whose stage 
name is John 5 — has 
been a fan ever since.

“It’s been great,” he 
said, “but I’ll tell ya, I 
didn’t have to learn one 
song because I knew all 
of the songs already, 
because I’d been playing 
them at The War 
Memorial Battle of the 
Bands since 1983.”

Starry Eyes
Lowery recalls with 

clarity the excitement he 
felt laying eyes on his 
first guitar. 

He was 7. It was 
Christmastime.

“I’d go snooping 
around for gifts, like any 
kid would do,” he 
recalled. “I was standing 
at the side of my parents’ 
bed and I saw a guitar 
case. I opened it up and 
was just so excited. It 
was just a couple nights 
before Christmas and 
they didn’t hide it very 
well, so I didn’t feel bad 
about finding it.”

“… I loved guitar so 
much, I just loved any-
thing to do with music,” 
he continued. “I was 
really obsessed with it. 
That Christmas morning, 
I got the guitar and I just 
never put it down ever 
since.”

“It was weird; he just 
took to it,” added 
Lowery’s sister, Mary 
Kay McEachern, a 
Grosse Pointe Park resi-
dent. “I remember him 
making cereal with it 
s t r a p p e d  o n .  … 

Everybody knew him as 
the kid who played gui-
tar. It’s all he ever did.”

Despite his love for 
music, Lowery passed on 
joining the band at 
Grosse Pointe South.

“He just was always in 
rock bands,” his sister 
said. “They would play in 
clubs in Hamtramck and 
they would have to sneak 
him in because he was 
too young.”

Lowery knew he was 
destined for a career in 
the music industry, but a 
rough airplane flight to 

Palm Springs as a child 
made him leery about 
traveling. 

“I knew I wanted to be 
in music, even when I 
was so young,” he said. “I 
knew in music you had to 
travel a lot and I didn’t 
like to travel. I thought 
maybe I could do other 
things with guitar.”

The 1991 film “Session 
Man” gave Lowery an 
idea.

“It’s about this guitar 
player, this session guy,” 
he said. “That’s what he 
did for a living and I 

thought, ‘That’s what I 
want to do.’”

A few years after 
Lowery’s first band, Dirty 
Trixx, won Battle of the 
Bands at The War 
Memorial, Lowery made 
the move to Los Angeles 
and became a session 
musician, performing in 
recording studios.

“It was difficult and it 
wasn’t,” he said of the 
move. “I had such an 
amazing upbringing. My 
parents have always been 
so very supportive. I 
loved my parents so 

much and my family. It 
wasn’t like, ‘I’m leaving; 
they don’t understand 
me.’ It was the opposite. 
They were so supportive. 
Plus, they know I didn’t 
do drugs or drink or 
smoke, so they weren’t 
worried in that sense. 

“I would share my ups 
and downs with them 
and my experiences,” he 
added. “It was really nice 
and pretty wonderful.”

Time for Change
Since his move to 

California at age 18, the 
guitarist has worked for 
a variety of big-name 
acts, from Wilson Phillips 
and Rick Springfield to 
Lita Ford, Garbage, Filter 
and Steve Perry.

As he matured, he 
embraced traveling and 
began playing on the 
road. He spent time tour-
ing with Marilyn Manson, 
who gave him his moni-
ker, and established a 
solo career, recording 
and touring with his 
band, John 5 and The 
Creatures.  He has 
released 13 solo albums, 
two of them live. The past 
17 years, he’s toured with 
Rob Zombie.

“Everyone I’ve played 
with I’ve been a fan of 
and I think that’s maybe 
a reason I did get a 
chance to write or record 
with them, because I 
knew them in my mind 
so well,” he said. “I knew 
their music, their look, 
everything about them 

because I was a fan. That 
helped a lot.”

The latest step in his 
career is no different; 
Lowery not only is a 
longtime fan of the Crüe, 
but also a friend.

“I’ve known Nikki 
(Sixx) for so long,” he 
said. “I’ve been very close 
to him, so we talk every 
day. You forget he’s in 
this huge band and he’s 
Nikki Sixx, because we 
talk about stupid stuff all 
the time, and then you 
remember.”

When the Mötley Crüe 
biopic, “The Dirt,” was to 
be released, Sixx asked 
Lowery to co-write a 
song for it. It was nothing 
new; the two have paired 
up to write for artists.

A song was written and 
the movie was a hit, lead-
ing to a massively suc-
cessful 2022 Stadium 
Tour with Def Leppard. 
However, amidst wors-
ening health issues, 
founding guitarist Mick 
Mars had had enough.

“Everybody knows 
Mick is having his prob-
lems, which is very sad,” 
Lowery said. “I can’t 
believe this guy, with this 
horrible disease (anky-
losing spondylitis). I 
don’t even want to go on 
stage when I have a stom-
achache let alone this 
horrible disease he has. 
So he just retired and 
then Nikki asked if I 
wanted to be part of it. Of 

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

John 5 is ‘Home Sweet Home’ with Mötley Crüe

PHOTOS COURTESY OF MARY KAY MCEACHERN

Top left, Mary Kay McEachern and her brother, 
John Lowery, aka John 5, backstage at one of his 
shows. Above, Grosse Pointe native John 5 is the 
newest member of the iconic band, Mötley Crüe. 
Left, bassist Nikki Sixx and John 5 perform during a 
recent show.

Left, John Lowery made a stop at his alma mater, Grosse Pointe South High School, during a visit home. 
Right, Lowery getting press as a teen juxtaposed with his cover of Guitar Player magazine. See JOHN 5, page 10B

18000 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe, MI 48230ssir.com 313.888.8800
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COMING SOON

040623

Integrity. Heritage. Lifestyle.

2022 Top Producer at Higbie Maxon Agney.

Melissa Singh
melissa@higbiemaxon.com
313-886-3400
313-289-9990
higbiemaxon.com



GROSSE POINTE NEWS, APRIL 6, 2023

2B  |  FEATURES

B2

There’s an outgoing, 
fun-loving, freewheeling 
collection of Grosse 
Pointers who seek like-
minded folks to join their 
ranks. 

T h e  S o c i a b l e 
Scoundrels seek new 
members to participate 
in events throughout the 
year, from bowling to 
picnics to parties galore. 
They are sociable, after 
all, so the more, the mer-
rier.

Early days
T h e  S o c i a b l e 

Scoundrels first found 
life in 1956, as a way to 
g a t h e r  n e i g h b o r s 
together. Though it was 
exclusive to Grosse 
Pointe Shores residents 
for a time, over the years 
membership has spread 
to include residents of all 
five Pointes. 

Presidencies, held by 
men for nearly 40 years, 
have included women 
since 1994, and, with the 
exception of one year, 
couples since 1995.

This year’s co-presi-
dents, Laura Smigielski, 
and her partner, Ray 
England, have been 
members some 25 years.

“We were new to the 
Shores, in our early 30s,” 
said Smigielski of their 
origins to the club.

England had just set-
tled in to his first house in 
the Shores when a neigh-
bor across the street 
approached, excitedly 
informing him, “You 
need to join the Sociable 
Scoundrels.”

“That much-needed 
welcome was the begin-
ning of a warm camara-
derie and introduction to 
a fun, neighborhood, 
adult, social club,” 
Smigielski recalled. “Fast 
forward 25 years later 
and it’s our time to be 
president.”

Since the start of the 
Scoundrels, presidents 
go by nicknames, such as 

The Diplomat, The 
Professor, The Super 
Grandpa or The Lefty. 
More recent presidents 
have been dubbed The 
Cyclists,  The Card 
S h a r k s  a n d  T h e 
Snowbirds.

“They choose what 
they want to be known 
as,” Smigielski said. 

She and England are 
The Renovators.

The moniker stuck 
partly because, through 
the years, England has 
completely renovated the 
exterior of his house, but 
also because Smigielski 
is trying to renovate the 
club and attract new 
members. With a back-
ground in marketing, she 
volunteered to serve as 
membership chairman.

Who’s who,  
what’s what

While membership is 
open to adults through-
out the Pointes, it is not a 
family-oriented group; in 
other words, it’s not for 
kids, Smigielski said.

“But we are looking for 
younger members in 
their 30s and 40s,” she 

added.
Most members are cou-

ples, but singles and wid-
ows  “ look ing  for 
companionship and fun 
with other people” also 
are welcome. 

Events are planned by 
presidents, who keep 
some traditional events, 
but also add their own 
flare to the year’s offer-
ings. One new event this 
year included drinks at 
Michigan By the Bottle 
and primo seats to the 
W o o d w a r d  D r e a m 
Cruise. The group also 
met for a picnic and live 
music at Ford House, 
Oktoberfest at Dragon’s 
Landing, Christmas din-
ner at Trattoria Serventi 
followed by a holiday 
concert at Grosse Pointe 
North High School and a 
St. Patrick’s Day “pre-
view party” at Pat 
O’Brien’s Tavern.

“But bowling is our 
main thing,” Smigielski 
noted. “We bowl for six 
weeks, starting the last 
Wednesday in April, at 
the Grosse Pointe Yacht 
Club. For that day, they 
get a ‘membership’ to the 

club; they bowl, they can 
use the dining service. 
Then after six weeks, we 
have a bowling banquet 
and install new officers at 
Bayview Yacht Club.”

Smigielski said she’s 
pushing for new mem-
bers because, coming out 
of the pandemic, people 
are looking to reconnect 
again with their neigh-
bors.

“And not just in the 
Shores, but in the whole 
community,” she added.

That’s one of the rea-
sons she’s been a mem-
ber so long.

“I really like getting to 
know people and nurtur-
ing those friendships,” 
she said. “It’s about 
enjoying different activi-
ties together. We all love 
the community we’re liv-
ing in. … You feel this 
bond. I don’t know if it’s 
because the group has 
been around so long, but 
you feel really connected 
to each other. These are 
deep friendships, but 
what ties us together is 
our love of the commu-
nity.”

Plus, there’s a low com-

mitment level, she added.
“The president plans 

different functions and 
you decide if you go or 
don’t go,” she said. “You 
pick and choose which 
events you’d like to 
attend. The cost is $70 
per couple for the year 
and we try to get you out 
to different venues and 
clubs.”

Party time
S m i g i e l s k i  a n d 

England will host their 
Presidents’ Party, which 
is open to anyone inter-
ested in learning more 
about the group, from 7 
to 11 p.m. Friday, April 
14, at The War Memorial, 
32 Lakeshore, Grosse 
Pointe Farms. The event 
includes chef-attended 
food stations, a cash bar 
and live music by Dan 
Tillary.

“ U s u a l l y  t h e 
Presidents’ Party is at 
someone’s  house ,” 
Smigielski said. “We 
wanted to go larger, to 
say, ‘We’re here and 
we’re eager to meet you.’ 

Let’s get back to recon-
necting with people.”

Tickets will not be 
available at the door. 
Cost is $45 for members, 
$55 for guests. Tickets 
may be purchased until 
the day before the event 
by emailing laura_smi-
gielski@yahoo.com or 
calling or texting (313) 
657-0751.

“It’s a Friday night, the 
entertainment is really 
good,” she added. “It’s 
going to be a lovely eve-
ning.”

Those who wish to skip 
the dinner, but still want 
to mingle are invited to 
purchase afterglow tick-
ets for $25. The after-
glow, from 9 to 11 p.m., 
includes live music and 
dessert.

“ T h e  S o c i a b l e 
Scoundrels are still 
enduring after COVID 
and are still eager to wel-
come people,” Smigielski 
said. “Mix and mingle 
with the Scoundrels and 
see what we’re about. 
There are a lot of laughs 
when we get together.”

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

April 14 Presidents’ Party open to community
Social group seeks new members

What is a Sociable Scoundrel?

Once a peson has …
learned to care for the family, 
become a good neighbor,
fulfilled all duties to family and state,
learned the sad things as well as the glad things,
developed a sociable way of life,
learned the innermost secrets of living,
developed a good taste for superb Bourbon, love for a dry 
Martini, a Manhattan or a stately beer,
harmonized vocally and danced at parties with neighbors,
golfed, bowled, played cards and exchanged tall stories with 
neighbors,
and developed a fine heart for good sociability, friendship and 
harmony …
Then, that person is a sociable scoundrel!

Revised and reprinted for the general information of new mem-
bers. Credit and acknowledgement to the late Jack Schwartz, 
historian.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF LAURA SMIGIELSKI

Above, members of Sociable Scoundrels attended the Woodward Dream 
Cruise last year as one of their outings. Top, musician Dan Tillary will perform 
during the Scoundrels’ Presidents’ Party April 14.

Ford House
The Edsel & Eleanor 

Ford House,  1100 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Shores, offers the follow-
ing programs:
u Nooks & Crannies 

guided tours are offered 

at 11 a.m. Tuesdays 
through Sundays until 
May 28. Admission is $18 
for adults, $15 for seniors 
and $9 for children; 
admission for members 
is reduced.
u Storytime: “The 

Earth Gives More,” by 
Sue Fliess, 10:30 a.m. 
Tuesdays, through April 
25.
u Ballroom Dance: 

Tango ,  6 :30  p .m. 
Thursdays, April 6 to 27. 
Cost is $40 for members, 

$48 for nonmembers.
u 10 Out of 10 Tour, 6 

p .m.  Fr idays  and 
Saturdays, April 7 to July 
29. Explore the Ford fam-
ily’s home while learning 
about 10 artifacts. 
Admission fees vary.
u Garden Workshop: 

Native Plants, 1 p.m. 
Saturday, April 15. 
Participants will learn 
how to assess the condi-
tions of their gardening 
space and prepare the 
site for planting. Cost is 
$10 for members, $12 for 
nonmembers.
u  C o f f e e  w i t h 

Collections, 9:30 and 
10:30 a.m. Thursday, 
April 27. Members are 
invited to enjoy coffee 
with the Collections staff, 
who preserve and main-
tain the historical ele-
ments of Ford House. 
Admission is $20.

For tickets and infor-
mation, visit fordhouse.
org.

The Family Center
The Family Center of 

Grosse Pointe & Harper 
W o o d s  p r e s e n t s 
“Mindful Movement & 
Meditation,” part of its 
Community Wellness 
Series, from 7 to 8 p.m. 
Tuesdays, through April 
25, at The War Memorial, 
32 Lakeshore, Grosse 
Pointe Farms. All levels 
are welcome. To regis-
ter, email info@family 
centerweb.org.

The Family Center 

h o s t s  P r e s c h o o l 
Playtime from 10:30 to 
11:30 a.m. Wednesdays, 
t h r o u g h  M a y  1 7 . 
Structured playtime 
with parachute games, 
songs and stories is led 
by Danielle Mitchelson. 
The group is free, but 
registration is appreci-
ated.

The Family Center 
presents a Community 
Book Club meeting 
based on “The Gifts of 
Imperfection: Let go of 
who you think you are 
supposed to be and 
embrace who you are,” 
by Brené Brown, from 7 
to 8 p.m. Wednesday, 
April 19, at The War 
Memorial, 32 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms. 
RSVP to info@family 
centerweb.org or call 
(313) 447-1374.

Questers
Pettipointe Questers 

#243 meets at 11 a.m. 
Thursday, April 6, at 
Anne Ryan’s home. 
Phyllis Barkey, tea 
director at The Whitney, 
will present, “History of 
J. L. Hudson  Co. and of 
a Spot of Tea.” Lunch 
will follow the meeting 
and talk. Quester groups 
meet monthly; there are 
five groups on the east 
side of Detroit. Questers, 
founded in 1944, stimu-
lates appreciation and 
collecting of antiques 
and encourages the 
preservation of histori-

c a l  l a n d m a r k s . 
E m a i l  p e t t i p o i n t e 
questers@gmail.com.

Blood drives
The American Red 

Cross hosts the following 
blood drives:
u Noon to 6 p.m. 

F r i d a y ,  A p r i l  7 , 
Assumpt ion  Greek 
Orthodox Church, 21800 
Marter, St. Clair Shores.
u 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Monday, April 10, Ford 
House, 1100 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Shores.
u  1  to  7  p .m. 

Wednesday, April 12, 
Grosse Pointe Memorial 
Church, 16 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.
u 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

Thursday, April 13, 
Grosse Pointe Farms Pier 
Park, 350 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.
u 1 to 7 p.m. Friday, 

April 14, Our Lady of 
Hope Church, 28301 
Little Mack, St. Clair 
Shores.

Register at redcross 
blood.org.

Library
The Grosse Pointe 

Public Library hosts a 
variety of programs. To 
register for the follow-
ing, visit grossepointeli-
brary.org.
u  C a l l i g r a p h y 

Saturdays, 9:30 to 10:30 
a.m. Saturday, April 8, at 
E w a l d ,  1 5 1 7 5  E . 

AreA Activities

See EVENTS, page 3B

We do Adoptions by appointment almost every weekday

20542 Harper, (Lennon & Harper) Harper Woodswww.gpaas.org

313-884-1551

Landscape Company

 

    ichigan’s Premier

10
72

1

586-774-0090

www.backerlandscaping.com
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HARVEYHARVEY
Male,

2 year old,
Labrador Mix.

Male,
1 year old,

Labrador Mix.

 Female,
3 year old,

Labrador Mix.

HOMERHOMER SHAMUSSHAMUS

Ope n Hou s e Eve ry Sat u rd a yOpe n Hou s e Eve ry Sat u rd a y
10: 00a m-11: 00a m f o r Ca t s & K it t e n s10: 00a m-11: 00a m f o r Ca t s & K it t e n s
1: 00 p m-2: 00p m f o r Pu pp i e s  & Dog s1: 00 p m-2: 00p m f o r Pu pp i e s  & Dog s

Male,
2 year old,

Staffordshire Mix.
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Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.
u On Writing Well, 3 to 

4 p.m. Saturday, April 8, 
at Ewald, 15175 E. 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.
u  Beginner CAD 

Modeling, 4 to 5:30 p.m. 
Monday, April 10, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.
u  Capturing the 

Moment Photography 

Workshop, 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. Monday, April 10, at 
E w a l d ,  1 5 1 7 5  E . 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.
u Girls Reading Book 

Club, 7 to 8 p.m. Monday, 
April 10, at Ewald, 15175 
E. Jefferson, Grosse 
Pointe Park.
u Appy Hour, 3 to 4 

p.m. Wednesday, April 
12, at Ewald, 15175 E. 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.
u Teen Creativity 

Circle: Thumbprint Art, 
3 to 5 p.m. Wednesday, 

April 12, at Woods, 20680 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods.
u Science Fiction Book 

Club, 7 to 8:15 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 12, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.
u 3D Thursday, 4 to 

5:30 p.m. Thursday, 
April 13, at Woods, 20680 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods.

Rotary
The Rotary Club of 

Grosse Pointe hosts its 
next meeting 5:30 to 7 

p.m. Wednesday, April 
12. The program, “Meet 
GP Village Merchants,” 
features five local busi-
ness owners. Email 
grossepointerotary@
gmail.com.

Jardinieres
L a  S o c i é t é  d e s 

Jardinieres hosts its first 
meeting of 2023 at noon 
Thursday, April 13, at the 
home of member Cheryll 
Nelson. The program is 
“Spring Inspiration,” fol-
lowed by lunch provided 
by the hostess.

EVENTS:
Continued from page 2B

Days gone by are the 
focus of a new podcast 
hosted by a trio of friends 
with history in Grosse 
Pointe.

Like riding their bikes 
to Bob’s Drugs and leav-
ing them on the sidewalk 
while they scooped up 
handfuls of their favorite 
candies inside. Or enjoy-
ing a meal at Club 500 or 
Sveden House or Moy’s. 
Or making up games to 
play outside and staying 
out until the streetlights 
came on.

“Missing the Pointe” 
was created in December 
and features recorded 
chats among longtime 
friends Tom Nixon, Jim 
Clor and Roger Fong. 
They shoot the breeze 
about a variety of topics, 
but all of their conversa-
tions are filled with light-
hearted laughter and 
nostalgic trips down 
memory lane.

“This is what Jim and 
Roger and I do for fun 
anyway,” Nixon said. 
“We can talk for hours. 
We’ve been doing this for 
years, only now we’re 
recording it.”

The idea came about 
last year during the 100th 
anniversary of the Grosse 
Pointe Public School 
System. The district pro-
filed several noteworthy 
alumni and their stories 
spurred conversations 
about starting a podcast.

“The Grosse Pointe 
Alumni & Friends 
Association said they’d 
sponsor us and give us 
any support we need,” 
Nixon said. “All we really 
needed was an excuse to 
start a podcast.”

Nixon, a Grosse Pointe 
Woods resident, enlisted 
former Grosse Pointers 
Clor and Fong. Together, 
they created the first epi-
sode, which focused on 
Eastland Center.

“What better way to 
kick off a podcast about 
Grosse Pointe than start-
ing it in Harper Woods?” 
Clor laughed. 

The trio — all 1988 
high school grads — 
record conversations that 
last an hour or more. 
They do it via Zoom, as 
Clor lives in Florida and 
Fong lives in New Jersey. 
Nixon gets first edit, cut-
ting out dead air or parts 
of the conversation that 
turn down a rabbit hole. 
Next, Clor gets his hands 

on the recording, whit-
tling it down further, but 
adding commercial jin-
gles or other relevant 
sound bites. 

The final versions run 
around a half hour. New 
podcasts are posted 
every other week.

The group has some 
experience combining 
nostalgia and pop culture 
with social media outlets. 
Nixon’s Laugh Chat, 
which celebrated pop 
culture, garnered 55,000 
followers on Facebook, 
but eventually ran out of 
steam.

Clor  started the 
Facebook page “GPN: 
Old, but still alive.” He 
mirrored it after the 
“Grosse Pointe North 
Gone But Not Forgotten” 
Facebook page, which 
honors the memory of 
former students who 
have died.

“They do such a good 
job with that page,” Clor 
said of the latter, “but 
after a while it gets 
depressing. I thought we 
needed to do something 
positive, so I created 
something for all of us 
who are still alive. So 
many people jumped into 
that.”

Clor said the podcast is 
for people who love nos-
talgia and loved growing 
up in Grosse Pointe. 
Graduates of Grosse 
Pointe North or Grosse 
Pointe South should get a 
kick out of it, but atten-
dance in GPPSS isn’t 
necessary.

“You don’t even have 
to be from Grosse Pointe 
to listen,” Clor said. “… It 

doesn’t matter where 
you’re from, if you grew 
up in the ’70s to the ’90s, 
you’ll find something you 
can relate to in this pod-
cast.”

There are seven epi-
sodes posted, the latest 
exploring mix tapes.

Guests are welcome on 
the show. They’ve 
already interviewed 
Curtiss Alden, who was 
part of the first graduat-
ing class of Grosse Pointe 
North. He chatted about 
helping decide the school 
colors, logo and mascot, 
as well as naming the 
yearbook, Valhalla.

“Our goal is to find 
people with great stories 
who want to share them,” 
Clor said. “We’ve got old 
teachers coming on 
board, but anybody that 
wants to jump on can 
jump on.”

“There are so many 
famous or quasi-famous 
people from Grosse 
Pointe,” Nixon added, 
including crime fiction 
author Megan Abbott; 
Sandra Joseph, the lon-
gest-running leading 
lady on Broadway; Gregg 
Alexander, frontman of 
the New Radicals; and 
others. 

“The person who 
invented the iPod went to 
South,” Nixon added. “… 
We could talk for hours 
a b o u t  L e a t h e r 
Tuscadero,” noting the 
“Happy Days” character 
was portrayed by Grosse 
Pointe South grad Suzi 
Quatro.

“It would be great to 
talk to some people 
who’ve done really amaz-

ing things, who have 
amazing stories,” Clor 
said. “Maybe their par-
ents owned a store or 
used to own a business 
and can give interesting 
stories.”

Added Nixon, “The 
reality is we want to 
bring the community 
together with this. … 
There’s so much negativ-
ity in the world, espe-
cially online. We wanted 
to create something com-
pletely positive, fun and 
funny. Something to cel-
ebrate the good things in 
life. Maybe that’s too sen-
timental, but we need to 
have a space like this, to 
have fun.”

“Sure, there are some 
serious things to talk 
about, but this isn’t going 
to be that podcast,” Color 
noted. “This is where you 
can turn off your brain 
and jump in this time 
machine with us.”

Those who have topics 
to suggest or would like 
to share their own stories 
on “Missing the Pointe” 
should locate  the 
Facebook page, “Missing 
the Pointe: A Grosse 
Pointe Podcast.” They 
are encouraged to join 
the group and leave com-
ments or direct mes-
sages.

“This thing Tom and I 
and Roger have, I don’t 
know if it’s a talent or a 
curse, remembering odd 
Grosse Pointe facts in 
history,” Clor said. 
“There’s a lot to talk 
about we haven’t gotten 
to yet.

“… We’re going to do a 
whole group of people 

who’ve been married for 
25 years, have them as 
guests on the show — 
couples you remember 
from high school.”

“We also want to try to 
have a reunion of high 
school sweethearts and 
have them play ‘The 
Newlywed Game, ’” 
Nixon added. “We’re 
looking for long-lost high 
school sweethearts who 
want to come on.”

Describing childhood 
in the Pointes as being 
“free-range kids,” Nixon 
said feedback for the 
podcast has been excep-
tional. Longtime friends 
have shared their own 
memories, but so have 
people he’s never met 
before.

“They’re finding us on 
Facebook and saying, 
‘Thank you for doing 
this,’” he said. “So far the 
feedback is great. People 
are relating to us.”

“We were very blessed 
to grow up in that town 

during that era, some-
thing close to the ‘Leave 
it to Beaver’ era, where it 
was safe,” Clor said. “We 
were outside until the 
streetlights came on. We 
didn’t all have phones 
24/7 and we made up 
games to play. We had to 
be creative. … We were 
left alone to do our own 
thing. This was a good 
place to grow up. That’s 
why there’s excellent sto-
ries.

“… The goal for me is 
to get as many stories 
about Grosse Pointe,” he 
continued. “For the first 
time in my life, I feel like 
I’m on a timeline. A lot of 
people are starting to go 
and with them go their 
stories, their memories. I 
want people to share 
their stories while they 
can, while they still 
remember them. And I 
hope kids today pick up 
on it and think it’s inter-
esting.”

“My vision is to have 
fun and keep going,” 
Nixon said. “Whatever it 
becomes, it becomes. 
Back when we started, I 
was thinking about how 
do we grow this to be 
meaningful? Is doing a 
podcast about Grosse 
Pointe too niche? Is doing 
a podcast about nostalgia 
too broad? But this cross-
section is super satisfy-
ing for us to do and for 
people to listen to.”

Listeners are number-
ing into the thousands 
and growing, Nixon said.

“I’d just do it for fun,” 
Clor said. “I’d be thrilled 
if 10 people listened.”

“Missing the Pointe” is 
available on Spotify, 
iTunes and other plat-
forms where podcasts 
are found.

“If somebody wants to 
sponsor us, we are not 
against that,” Clor added.

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

‘Missing the Pointe’ podcast a walk down memory lane

COURTESY PHOTO

Clockwise from top left are “Missing the Pointe” hosts Jim Clor, Tom Nixon and Roger Fong.

Question: What does an 
energetic former gover-
nor of the state of 
Michigan do after his 
term of office ends?

Answer: He returns to 
his entrepreneurial roots.

In July 2022, former 
Gov. Rick Snyder and his 
business associates 
founded the cybersecu-
rity start-up SensCy, to 
help small- and medium-

sized businesses — SMOs 
— thwart cyber attacks 
on their firms and secure 
the information technol-
ogy arms of their opera-
tions.

Snyder noted at the 
time that SMOs often find 
cyber solutions to be 
expensive, complicated 
and time-consuming, 
unlike large organiza-
tions. The goal of SensCy 

is to provide affordable, 
easily understood solu-
tions and personal atten-
tion that will result in a 
proactive cybersecurity 
culture. More than 60 
percent of small busi-
nesses have reported at 
least one cyberattack dur-
ing the previous year and 
43 percent of all data 
breaches occur in small 
firms.

Tuesday, April 11, 
Snyder and an associate 
will appear virtually via 
video conference at the 
luncheon meeting of the 
Men’s Club of Grosse 
Pointe, which begins at 
11 a.m. at The War 
Memorial, 32 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms. 
They will discuss the 
issue of cybersecurity and 
its impact on small- and 

mid-sized businesses. 
All are welcome to 

attend. Reservations are 
$20 per ticket and may be 
made by calling Jerry 
Teagan at (313) 303-5559 
or emailing gpmcatten-
dance@gmail.com.

Prior to serving as gov-
ernor, Snyder was 
involved in a number of 
business and entrepre-
neurial organizations and 

ventures  including 
Coopers & Lybrand; The 
University of Michigan; 
Gateway, Inc., where he 
served as executive vice 
president, president and 
chief operating officer 
and chairman of the 
b o a r d ;  A v a l o n 
Investments and Ardesta 
LLC, which invested in 20 
start-up companies 
through 2011.

Former Gov. Snyder to address Men’s Club on cybersecurity April 11
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By Donna Zetterlund
Special Writer

To follow Larry Graessle’s social media page is to 
gasp in awe regularly at the familiar locations in his 
stunning photography. Each picture is bathed in an 
otherworldy beauty that magnifies his appreciation 
for living amid the natural wonder that is the shore-
line of Lake St. Clair. Graessle’s gift for grasping the 
breathtaking essence of the scenes around him, re-
minds us of our own good fortune living near these 
spectacular surroundings, made even more alluring 
by his vision and talent.

Graessle, a Grosse Pointe Woods resident for 32 
years, has been honing his photography skills since he 
first picked up a Cannon AE1 camera in 1984, and has 
been making amazing images ever since. A self-taught 
artist, his favorite subjects are sunrises and sunsets 
bursting with color, native birds and the dramatic sea-
sonal changes that affect the lake area. He calls Lake 
St. Clair, with its unique changing cloud patterns, “a 
jewel” for all who draw inspiration from it.

Retired after a 40-plus-year career in banking, 
Graessle has also seemed to perfect the art of living 
the good life. His photos depict lots of activity, en-
joyment and enthusiasm for making the most of life. 
They showcase the interesting faces and places he en-
counters on his regular adventures near and far. From 

the Corktown St. Patrick’s Day Parade to the Arnold 
Palmer Invitational in Florida, kayaking on St. Clair to 
bicycling along Lake Shore, shot after shot reveal that 
life is amazing if you know where to look. 

“I believe we are blessed with unique and special 
views on an almost daily basis. Photography allows 
me to preserve these views and also share them with 
others,” Graessle said. His exstensive catalogue of im-
ages pay homage to a love and gratitude for people 
and nature. “I am a very appreciative inhabitant of this 
beautiful earth,” he said.

For more on Graessle’s images, contact him at lar-
ry@kayaklarry.com or visit kayaklarry.com online.

 

SENIOR LIVING

PHOTOS BY LARRY GRAESSLE

Woods photographer 
enjoys retirement one 
beautiful image at a time

Top photo: a wintry scene on the lake; circled image: 
photographer Larry Graessle; above: a majestic Lake St. 
Clair sunrise. 

Geese swim in the waters of Lake St. Clair with the Grosse 
Pointe Yacht Club in the background, above.

Larry Graessle’s bike is a recurring element in his striking photos. Here it is 
parked in front of the waters of the Grosse Pointe Yacht Club.

A mystical scene at Ford Cove, above.
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%

Competitive yields on money 
market funds and CDs available 
through Schwab could help you 
meet your financial goals, and 
that’s always a good thing.

Call your local Schwab branch at 313-743-0433 or visit 
schwab.com/GrossePointe to find out more.

Kyle Hecht
Branch Leader

20879 Mack Avenue 
Grosse Pointe, MI 48236
313-743-0433

Come back after you 
compare. We’ll wait.

Certificates of deposit available through Schwab CD OneSource® typically offer a fixed 
rate of return, although some offer variable rates. They are FDIC-insured and offered 
through Charles Schwab & Co., Inc.

Investors in money market funds should carefully consider information contained in the 
prospectus, or, if available, the summary prospectus, including investment objectives, 
risks, charges, and expenses. You can request a mutual fund prospectus by calling 
Schwab at 1-800-435-4000. Please read the prospectus carefully before investing.
You could lose money by investing in the Schwab Money Funds. SWVXX seeks to preserve the value of 
your investment at $1.00 per share, but cannot guarantee it will do so. SWVXX may impose a fee upon 
the sale of your shares or may temporarily suspend your ability to sell shares if the fund’s liquidity 
falls below required minimums because of market conditions or other factors. An investment in the 
Schwab Money Funds is not insured or guaranteed by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation or 
any other government agency. The Schwab Money Funds’ sponsor has no legal obligation to provide 
financial support to the Funds, and you should not expect that the sponsor will provide financial 
support to the Funds at any time.

Past performance is no guarantee of future results. For the most recent 7-day yields, see schwab.com.

The 7-Day Yield is the average income paid out over the previous seven days assuming interest income 
is not reinvested and it reflects the effect of all applicable waivers. Absent such waivers, the fund’s 
yield would have been lower.

Charles Schwab Investment Management, Inc. (CSIM), the investment advisor for Schwab Funds, and 
Schwab, Member SIPC, the distributor for Schwab Funds, are separate but affiliated companies and 
subsidiaries of The Charles Schwab Corporation.

©2023 Charles Schwab & Co., Inc. All rights reserved. Member SIPC.  
CC7019834 (0323-327Z) ADP119092R-00 (09/22) 00278560  SCH10124-117

The funds’ Investor Shares have no initial investment minimum; 
however, Schwab systems require a minimum of $1 per trade.
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1. “Please pass the Brussels sprouts.”
I grew up hating these tiny, tightly wrapped, 

stinky green vegetables. I didn’t like cabbage ei-
ther, and Brussels sprouts were often described 
as little cabbages. My mother dumped Brussels 
sprouts in a pot of hot water and boiled the life out 
of them. After they died, they were fished out of 
the pot with a slotted spoon and plopped on my 
plate where they rolled around, ignored. Some-
times I could sneak a few to our dog. Sometimes I 
could tuck a few sprouts under the rim of my din-
ner plate, where they wouldn’t be discovered until 
my mother cleared the table.

I’d be excused from the table after cleaning my 
plate (which was required back in the ’50s because 
“CHILDREN ARE STARVING IN EUROPE.”) I’d be 
long gone by the time my mother found the stray 
sprouts.

By the way, my friend Penny challenged her fa-
ther’s claim about those starving children in Eu-
rope. She looked him in the eye and demanded: 
“Name two!”

Penny and I have since discussed this bygone pa-
rental cliché and we still can’t figure out how one 
single starving European kid was going to survive 
if we ate all our disagreeable vegetables. “If they’re 
starving,” she said, “let’s send them some food.”

With maturity, I developed a fondness for Brus-
sels sprouts. It depends on the preparation, I dis-
covered. Instead of boiling the little critters into 
submission, people began grilling them and roast-
ing them and steaming them. They started adding 
good stuff like cheese and bacon and balsamic 
vinegar and bread crumbs and butter and spices. I 
have an excellent recipe for Brussels sprouts that I 
stumbled upon, by chance, while dithering around 
one morning on Facebook. It’s at the end of this 
article.

2. “Because I said so.”
When I was a child, this answer to the question, 

“Why?” was ubiquitous. Everybody’s parents said 
it. I wanted a reason. Why couldn’t I cross that busy 
four-lane highway by myself? Instead, my mother 
should have said, “Because you’ll get run over by 
a car and die a bloody, painful, horrible death and 
I’ll really miss you.” Why did I have to come inside 
the house while a low-flying plane dusts our entire 
neighborhood with DDT? Not because my mother 

said so. She should have said, “Because if it kills 
insects, it’s poison and I’m sure it’s not good for 
children.”

I swore I’d never say, “Because I said so,” to my 
daughters.

But of course I did. My children also bristled. Of-
ten it was the answer I needed — pronto — and 
it was right there on the edge of my brain, trans-
ferred genetically to that spot by an X chromosome 
that passed unchanged from mother to daughter. 
“Because I said so” set me up on a pedestal, too. 
I was the wise adult, the all-knowing mother who 
was smarter and more experienced in all the ways 
of the world.

Most of the time I was no such thing. I was wing-
ing it, just as my mother was.

3. “I’m an old woman.”
I’ve reached the age where the phrase, “She died 

too young” will not be verbalized at my funeral.
 I never intended to be this old. It couldn’t happen 

to me. Apparently, most young people don’t think 
they’ll ever be old. They should pay closer atten-
tion to their parents and grandparents. This, too, 
will happen to you. Ready or not.

I didn’t have much sympathy for the hardships 
encountered by my parents as they aged. They 
couldn’t open jars, they cherished afternoon naps, 
they had appointments with dozens of different 
doctors, each one ministering to a specific body 
part. They had an impressive lineup of pills and po-
tions on the bathroom shelf.

I will never be such a sissy, I thought. I’ll never be 
an old woman.

Now I can’t open potato chip bags or cereal pack-
ages or those tightly sealed packets of almonds 
that flight attendants pass out on airplanes. I can’t 
unscrew jars, can’t sit on the floor with any expec-
tation of getting up again without help, can’t climb 
up on a chair to get the Crock Pot from the top 
shelf, can’t carry the Christmas tree up from the 
basement. I can’t see or hear without hearing aids 
and reading glasses.

I have a plastic pill container with compartments 
labeled S, M, T, W, Th, F, S, just as each of my par-
ents had.

My hair is thinning. My skin is dry and wrinkly. 
Hips and knees and hands and shoulders hurt. 
Sometimes I can’t remember a name or a place or 

the title of a movie until the middle of the night, af-
ter going through the alphabet or, finally, Googling 
the damn thing. I hope I’m never in such a hurry 
that I have to actually run.

It’s OK, though. I’m not complaining. I’m very 
fond of living. My life is full and rewarding. At my 
funeral, I hope people say, “She was old. She was a 
really, really old woman.”

SMASHED BRUSSELS SPROUTS

2 lb. Brussels sprouts 
2 tbsp. olive oil
2 cloves garlic, minced 
1 tsp. chopped thyme 
Kosher salt
Freshly ground black pepper
1 C. shredded mozzarella
1/4 C. freshly grated Parmesan cheese 
Fresh parsley, chopped, for garnish

Preheat oven to 425 degrees and line a large bak-
ing sheet with parchment paper or spray with Pam. 
Fill a large bowl with ice and water.

Bring a large pot of salted water to a boil. Add 
Brussels sprouts and cook until bright green and 
tender, about 10 minutes. Add to ice bath to cool, 
then drain.

Toss blanched Brussels sprouts with olive oil, 
garlic and thyme and spread on a baking sheet. Us-
ing the end of a small drinking glass, press down 
on the sprouts to smash them into a flat patty. Sea-
son with salt and pepper, then sprinkle cheeses on 
top.

Bake until the bottoms of the sprouts are crispy 
and the cheese is melted and golden, about 20 min-
utes. Garnish with parsley and serve warm.

These are too good to pass to the dog or tuck un-
der the rim of your dinner plate.

Three things I swore I’d never say

By Margie Reins Smith

Sec     nd Time Around

Leaving his mark

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, regular physical activity 
is one of the most important things older adults can do to protect their overall health. 
Exercise helps to delay or prevent many of the conditions that come with age. Adults ages 
65 and older should aim for the recommended 150 minutes a week of moderate-intensity 
activity, such as brisk walking, and at least two days of activities that strengthen muscles.

When it comes to muscle strengthening, seniors can follow these safety guidelines as 
they embark on their strength-training journeys.

Firstly, have a discussion with your general practitioner about your fitness goals. Your 
doctor can recommend strategies that are safe and point out any exercises that may com-
promise your overall health. Then start out slowly, even using just body weight, to provide 
resistance. Resistance exercises can include squats, crunches, modified pushups, planks, 
and lunges. When you’re ready to move on to something else, consider resistance bands 
as an alternative to free weights. 

Working with a certified personal trainer can help you learn how to use free weights 
and strength-training machines correctly. A trainer also can create a routine that includes 
the right number of sets and repetitions to gradually build and maintain muscle mass. If 
you decide against hiring a trainer, gym staff members may guide you through equipment 
and demonstrate proper form.

Do what you can, don’t hurt yourself and just keep moving to make senior years golden.

Strength training useful for seniors 

Grosse Pointe Shores artist and photographer John Osler spent a 
lifetime creating works that focused on the dignity and wonder of 
the individual, with a personal philosophy of “people before stuff.” 
From jazz legends to Congressmen, marginalized members of soci-
ety to those closest to his heart, he imbued “love and meaning” into 
each painting and photograph he created. As the house artist for 
the Dirty Dog Jazz Cafe, he captured the magical presence of local-
ly-performing musicians for decades. Osler passed away recently at 
the age of 87, and we honor him today by sharing one of his lovely 
works, above. To see more of Osler’s art, visit johnosler.com.

COURTESY PHOTO

Kayaking in the fall, above.
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By Donna Zetterlund
Special Writer

To follow Larry Graessle’s social media page is to 
gasp in awe regularly at the familiar locations in his 
stunning photography. Each picture is bathed in an 
otherworldy beauty that magnifies his appreciation 
for living amid the natural wonder that is the shore-
line of Lake St. Clair. Graessle’s gift for grasping the 
breathtaking essence of the scenes around him, re-
minds us of our own good fortune living near these 
spectacular surroundings, made even more alluring 
by his vision and talent.

Graessle, a Grosse Pointe Woods resident for 32 
years, has been honing his photography skills since he 
first picked up a Cannon AE1 camera in 1984, and has 
been making amazing images ever since. A self-taught 
artist, his favorite subjects are sunrises and sunsets 
bursting with color, native birds and the dramatic sea-
sonal changes that affect the lake area. He calls Lake 
St. Clair, with its unique changing cloud patterns, “a 
jewel” for all who draw inspiration from it.

Retired after a 40-plus-year career in banking, 
Graessle has also seemed to perfect the art of living 
the good life. His photos depict lots of activity, en-
joyment and enthusiasm for making the most of life. 
They showcase the interesting faces and places he en-
counters on his regular adventures near and far. From 

the Corktown St. Patrick’s Day Parade to the Arnold 
Palmer Invitational in Florida, kayaking on St. Clair to 
bicycling along Lake Shore, shot after shot reveal that 
life is amazing if you know where to look. 

“I believe we are blessed with unique and special 
views on an almost daily basis. Photography allows 
me to preserve these views and also share them with 
others,” Graessle said. His exstensive catalogue of im-
ages pay homage to a love and gratitude for people 
and nature. “I am a very appreciative inhabitant of this 
beautiful earth,” he said.

For more on Graessle’s images, contact him at lar-
ry@kayaklarry.com or visit kayaklarry.com online.
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PHOTOS BY LARRY GRAESSLE

Woods photographer 
enjoys retirement one 
beautiful image at a time

Top photo: a wintry scene on the lake; circled image: 
photographer Larry Graessle; above: a majestic Lake St. 
Clair sunrise. 

Geese swim in the waters of Lake St. Clair with the Grosse 
Pointe Yacht Club in the background, above.

Larry Graessle’s bike is a recurring element in his striking photos. Here it is 
parked in front of the waters of the Grosse Pointe Yacht Club.

A mystical scene at Ford Cove, above.
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Competitive yields on money 
market funds and CDs available 
through Schwab could help you 
meet your financial goals, and 
that’s always a good thing.

Call your local Schwab branch at 313-743-0433 or visit 
schwab.com/GrossePointe to find out more.

Kyle Hecht
Branch Leader

20879 Mack Avenue 
Grosse Pointe, MI 48236
313-743-0433

Come back after you 
compare. We’ll wait.

Certificates of deposit available through Schwab CD OneSource® typically offer a fixed 
rate of return, although some offer variable rates. They are FDIC-insured and offered 
through Charles Schwab & Co., Inc.

Investors in money market funds should carefully consider information contained in the 
prospectus, or, if available, the summary prospectus, including investment objectives, 
risks, charges, and expenses. You can request a mutual fund prospectus by calling 
Schwab at 1-800-435-4000. Please read the prospectus carefully before investing.
You could lose money by investing in the Schwab Money Funds. SWVXX seeks to preserve the value of 
your investment at $1.00 per share, but cannot guarantee it will do so. SWVXX may impose a fee upon 
the sale of your shares or may temporarily suspend your ability to sell shares if the fund’s liquidity 
falls below required minimums because of market conditions or other factors. An investment in the 
Schwab Money Funds is not insured or guaranteed by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation or 
any other government agency. The Schwab Money Funds’ sponsor has no legal obligation to provide 
financial support to the Funds, and you should not expect that the sponsor will provide financial 
support to the Funds at any time.

Past performance is no guarantee of future results. For the most recent 7-day yields, see schwab.com.

The 7-Day Yield is the average income paid out over the previous seven days assuming interest income 
is not reinvested and it reflects the effect of all applicable waivers. Absent such waivers, the fund’s 
yield would have been lower.

Charles Schwab Investment Management, Inc. (CSIM), the investment advisor for Schwab Funds, and 
Schwab, Member SIPC, the distributor for Schwab Funds, are separate but affiliated companies and 
subsidiaries of The Charles Schwab Corporation.
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The funds’ Investor Shares have no initial investment minimum; 
however, Schwab systems require a minimum of $1 per trade.
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1. “Please pass the Brussels sprouts.”
I grew up hating these tiny, tightly wrapped, 

stinky green vegetables. I didn’t like cabbage ei-
ther, and Brussels sprouts were often described 
as little cabbages. My mother dumped Brussels 
sprouts in a pot of hot water and boiled the life out 
of them. After they died, they were fished out of 
the pot with a slotted spoon and plopped on my 
plate where they rolled around, ignored. Some-
times I could sneak a few to our dog. Sometimes I 
could tuck a few sprouts under the rim of my din-
ner plate, where they wouldn’t be discovered until 
my mother cleared the table.

I’d be excused from the table after cleaning my 
plate (which was required back in the ’50s because 
“CHILDREN ARE STARVING IN EUROPE.”) I’d be 
long gone by the time my mother found the stray 
sprouts.

By the way, my friend Penny challenged her fa-
ther’s claim about those starving children in Eu-
rope. She looked him in the eye and demanded: 
“Name two!”

Penny and I have since discussed this bygone pa-
rental cliché and we still can’t figure out how one 
single starving European kid was going to survive 
if we ate all our disagreeable vegetables. “If they’re 
starving,” she said, “let’s send them some food.”

With maturity, I developed a fondness for Brus-
sels sprouts. It depends on the preparation, I dis-
covered. Instead of boiling the little critters into 
submission, people began grilling them and roast-
ing them and steaming them. They started adding 
good stuff like cheese and bacon and balsamic 
vinegar and bread crumbs and butter and spices. I 
have an excellent recipe for Brussels sprouts that I 
stumbled upon, by chance, while dithering around 
one morning on Facebook. It’s at the end of this 
article.

2. “Because I said so.”
When I was a child, this answer to the question, 

“Why?” was ubiquitous. Everybody’s parents said 
it. I wanted a reason. Why couldn’t I cross that busy 
four-lane highway by myself? Instead, my mother 
should have said, “Because you’ll get run over by 
a car and die a bloody, painful, horrible death and 
I’ll really miss you.” Why did I have to come inside 
the house while a low-flying plane dusts our entire 
neighborhood with DDT? Not because my mother 

said so. She should have said, “Because if it kills 
insects, it’s poison and I’m sure it’s not good for 
children.”

I swore I’d never say, “Because I said so,” to my 
daughters.

But of course I did. My children also bristled. Of-
ten it was the answer I needed — pronto — and 
it was right there on the edge of my brain, trans-
ferred genetically to that spot by an X chromosome 
that passed unchanged from mother to daughter. 
“Because I said so” set me up on a pedestal, too. 
I was the wise adult, the all-knowing mother who 
was smarter and more experienced in all the ways 
of the world.

Most of the time I was no such thing. I was wing-
ing it, just as my mother was.

3. “I’m an old woman.”
I’ve reached the age where the phrase, “She died 

too young” will not be verbalized at my funeral.
 I never intended to be this old. It couldn’t happen 

to me. Apparently, most young people don’t think 
they’ll ever be old. They should pay closer atten-
tion to their parents and grandparents. This, too, 
will happen to you. Ready or not.

I didn’t have much sympathy for the hardships 
encountered by my parents as they aged. They 
couldn’t open jars, they cherished afternoon naps, 
they had appointments with dozens of different 
doctors, each one ministering to a specific body 
part. They had an impressive lineup of pills and po-
tions on the bathroom shelf.

I will never be such a sissy, I thought. I’ll never be 
an old woman.

Now I can’t open potato chip bags or cereal pack-
ages or those tightly sealed packets of almonds 
that flight attendants pass out on airplanes. I can’t 
unscrew jars, can’t sit on the floor with any expec-
tation of getting up again without help, can’t climb 
up on a chair to get the Crock Pot from the top 
shelf, can’t carry the Christmas tree up from the 
basement. I can’t see or hear without hearing aids 
and reading glasses.

I have a plastic pill container with compartments 
labeled S, M, T, W, Th, F, S, just as each of my par-
ents had.

My hair is thinning. My skin is dry and wrinkly. 
Hips and knees and hands and shoulders hurt. 
Sometimes I can’t remember a name or a place or 

the title of a movie until the middle of the night, af-
ter going through the alphabet or, finally, Googling 
the damn thing. I hope I’m never in such a hurry 
that I have to actually run.

It’s OK, though. I’m not complaining. I’m very 
fond of living. My life is full and rewarding. At my 
funeral, I hope people say, “She was old. She was a 
really, really old woman.”

SMASHED BRUSSELS SPROUTS

2 lb. Brussels sprouts 
2 tbsp. olive oil
2 cloves garlic, minced 
1 tsp. chopped thyme 
Kosher salt
Freshly ground black pepper
1 C. shredded mozzarella
1/4 C. freshly grated Parmesan cheese 
Fresh parsley, chopped, for garnish

Preheat oven to 425 degrees and line a large bak-
ing sheet with parchment paper or spray with Pam. 
Fill a large bowl with ice and water.

Bring a large pot of salted water to a boil. Add 
Brussels sprouts and cook until bright green and 
tender, about 10 minutes. Add to ice bath to cool, 
then drain.

Toss blanched Brussels sprouts with olive oil, 
garlic and thyme and spread on a baking sheet. Us-
ing the end of a small drinking glass, press down 
on the sprouts to smash them into a flat patty. Sea-
son with salt and pepper, then sprinkle cheeses on 
top.

Bake until the bottoms of the sprouts are crispy 
and the cheese is melted and golden, about 20 min-
utes. Garnish with parsley and serve warm.

These are too good to pass to the dog or tuck un-
der the rim of your dinner plate.

Three things I swore I’d never say

By Margie Reins Smith

Sec     nd Time Around

Leaving his mark

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, regular physical activity 
is one of the most important things older adults can do to protect their overall health. 
Exercise helps to delay or prevent many of the conditions that come with age. Adults ages 
65 and older should aim for the recommended 150 minutes a week of moderate-intensity 
activity, such as brisk walking, and at least two days of activities that strengthen muscles.

When it comes to muscle strengthening, seniors can follow these safety guidelines as 
they embark on their strength-training journeys.

Firstly, have a discussion with your general practitioner about your fitness goals. Your 
doctor can recommend strategies that are safe and point out any exercises that may com-
promise your overall health. Then start out slowly, even using just body weight, to provide 
resistance. Resistance exercises can include squats, crunches, modified pushups, planks, 
and lunges. When you’re ready to move on to something else, consider resistance bands 
as an alternative to free weights. 

Working with a certified personal trainer can help you learn how to use free weights 
and strength-training machines correctly. A trainer also can create a routine that includes 
the right number of sets and repetitions to gradually build and maintain muscle mass. If 
you decide against hiring a trainer, gym staff members may guide you through equipment 
and demonstrate proper form.

Do what you can, don’t hurt yourself and just keep moving to make senior years golden.

Strength training useful for seniors 

Grosse Pointe Shores artist and photographer John Osler spent a 
lifetime creating works that focused on the dignity and wonder of 
the individual, with a personal philosophy of “people before stuff.” 
From jazz legends to Congressmen, marginalized members of soci-
ety to those closest to his heart, he imbued “love and meaning” into 
each painting and photograph he created. As the house artist for 
the Dirty Dog Jazz Cafe, he captured the magical presence of local-
ly-performing musicians for decades. Osler passed away recently at 
the age of 87, and we honor him today by sharing one of his lovely 
works, above. To see more of Osler’s art, visit johnosler.com.

COURTESY PHOTO

Kayaking in the fall, above.
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By Jody McVeigh 
Editor

There are a lot of options and details 
and decisions to make when it comes 
to applying for Medicare. The process, 
from selection to application to enroll-
ment, can be overwhelming to some-
one not familiar with it.

That’s where Aurelie Saigh steps in. 
As the Michigan Medicare/Medicaid 
Assistance Program counselor/spe-
cialist at The Helm, Saigh gets myriad 
phone calls for myriad reasons, taking 
time with each call to answer questions 
and offer assistance.

“People call every day,” she said. 
“They’re thinking about retiring, 
they’re turning 65, their spouse died 
and they don’t know their coverage. 
... There are many reasons to get into 
Medicare. I help people daily, whatever 
I can do for them.”

The crux of Saigh’s job is educating 
people about the ins and outs of Medi-
care.

“We’re not insurance agents,” she 
said. “We don’t represent any drug 
companies. This is just education.

“I am on staff all year,” she added. “I 
have a small team of counselors who 
work off site. We help service Medi-
care people through open enrollment.”

Open enrollment is Oct. 15 to Dec. 7.
Saigh and her team of five counsel-

ors attend monthly training sessions so 
they may skillfully and capably guide 
clients through making Medicare deci-
sions. They do not make decisions for 
people, but help explain available op-
tions.

“We try to simplify it, break down 
the parts of Medicare — the costs, the 
types of coverage you can chose from, 
how to apply,” she said. “I can help 
from beginning to end, to apply and 
enroll. ... People leave feeling pretty 
confident.”

People may sign up for Medicare as 
early as three months before they turn 

65, and up to three months after they 
turn 65. Younger people who are dis-
abled may apply earlier.

Saigh explains to clients the basics 
of Original Medicare and Medicare Ad-
vantage.

“I go over both and lay it out for them, 
cost wise,” she said. “I show them the 
differences, the pros and cons. They 
decide what they want to do.”

One recent client told Saigh her cur-
rent plan wasn’t covering her prescrip-
tions, but Saigh was able to find a plan 
that would cover the drugs, saving the 
client thousands of dollars.

“She went from no coverage to a lot 
of coverage,” she said.

Not only does Saigh handle daily 
phone calls, but she offers one-on-one 
assistance when needed. She also is 
available to help clear up any confu-
sion people may have.

“It’s not free,” she noted of Medicare 
coverage. “People think it’s not going 
to cost them anything.

“And some people get confused with 
all the advertising on TV,” she added. 
“From October to March is when ads 
for Advantage Plans run. I get a lot 
of contact regarding that. They ques-
tion what they have because of what 
they’re seeing on TV.”

Anther misconception Saigh hoped 
to clarify involves people older than 65 
who are still in the workforce.

“If you’re medically covered by your 
employer or your significant other’s 
employer and you’re turning 65, you 
should apply for (Medicare Part) A, 
which is hospital (coverage),” she said. 
“But you don’t have to apply for (Medi-
care Part) B if you’re still covered by 
your employer or spouse’s employer, if 
the company has 20 or more employ-
ees. You can stay off B until retirement.

“If there are less than 20 employees, 
you have to apply for B, but there are 
avenues for extra help,” she added. 
“And if you don’t apply when you need 
to apply, there’s a penalty.”
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Saigh warned about scammers call-
ing seniors, claiming to be from Medi-
care or Social Security, asking for per-
sonal information.

“Don’t switch (coverage) over the 
phone,” she said. “Never give out in-
formation to anyone over the phone 
who’s calling you. People think they’re 
talking to Medicare or Social Security, 
but they’re not. Do not give out your 
Social Security or Medicare number 
over the phone. Call our team here 
first.”

She noted that many people don’t 
realize they should review their Medi-
care policies every year during open 
enrollment. It’s like shopping around 
for better homeowners or car insur-
ance policies.

“During open enrollment, peo-
ple come in to reassess,” Saigh said. 
“During open enrollment, we see if 
we can find more suitable coverage, 
especially direct coverage. The reason 
is because formularies change all the 
time with drug companies.”

Meaning drugs that used to be cov-
ered by a certain plan are no longer 
covered.

“A lot of people don’t know; they just 
let it roll,” she added. “They could be 
saving a lot of money by looking at it.

“... It’s important that people during 
open enrollment take a look at their 
Medicare coverage and reach out to 
The Helm to see if one of our team 
members can find them a new plan 
with better coverage,” she added. “It’s 
important that people look at their 
Medicare coverage every year.”

To further assist people with their 
Medicare decisions, The Helm of-
fers several New to Medicare class-
es throughout the year. The next one 
takes place at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
April 26. The class involves a short 
PowerPoint presentation, then a lon-
ger Q&A session.

“People usually call to follow up 
with me one on one,” Saigh said. “Ev-
erybody has a different situation.”

She encouraged anyone with ques-
tions about Medicare — not just those

65 and older, but adult children with 
aging parents as well — to check out 
the class.

“It’s a really good feeling,”Saigh 
said about guiding people through 
the Medicare process. “People come 
in really bogged down; they don’t 
know where to begin. It feels good 
to help them on their journey so 
they’re not worried. They’re making 
their own decisions. It feels good to 
give back that way.”

To register for New to Medicare 
or to connect with Saigh, call (313) 
649-2110 or email asaigh@helmlife.
org.

Saigh encouraged people looking 
to search out information on their 
own to visit medicare.gov. “It’s very 
informative,” she said of the website. 
“There’s so much information there. 
It can answer any questions.

“Of course, anybody is welcome 
to call me,” she added. “We (The 
Helm) service Harper Woods and the 
Grosse Pointes, but I also take calls 
from St. Clair Shores, Detroit, even 
out of state. If I can’t help, I will refer 
them.”

Aurelie Saigh, above, is on 
staff at The Helm to help people 
through the Medicare process, 
from answering questions to as-
sisting with enrollment.

Saigh helps counsel a client through the Medicare process. She not 
only explains coverage options, but also can help people apply and 
enroll in Medicare.
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From even before the day we are 
born, there are plans for life’s journey. 
Painting nurseries, constructing cribs, 
buying sports equipment or arrang-
ing dance lessons, creating education 
funds, choosing (or rechoosing) a ca-
reer, buying a car or house. One would 
think planning would be ingrained in 
every human being.

Yet, it’s easy to stop planning, not 
plan enough or not even know what 
to plan for once everyday living takes 
over. And planning is crucial to living 
well throughout life’s journey.

“People plan so much for things: 
buying a first car, what college to at-
tend, what to do for a career, marriage, 
children. But then a career is done, 
it’s time for retirement and we’re a bit 
lost,” Dick Rappleye said.

Rappleye and Bob Inskeep will con-
duct a Purposeful Retirement Work-
shop, from 1 to 2:45 p.m. Tuesdays, 
April 11, 18 and 25, at The Helm, to 
teach how to plan for a rewarding re-
tirement. The workshop is for those 
nearing retirement, as well as those 
searching for more in their retirement. 
Rappleye and Inskeep created this 
workshop based on their own retire-
ment years and a strong desire to help 
others have a fulfilling retirement.

“The early sessions focus on 
self-awareness,” Rappleye explained. 
“We want you to ask who am I and what 
is it I really want to do? You’ve worked 
for so many years and done what oth-
ers have asked you to do. Retirement is 
about you, it’s your time.”

The workshop also will focus on later 
retirement.

“People are living longer and spend 
more time in retirement than ever be-
fore,” Rappleye said. “So not only is it 
necessary to have a plan for what to do 
in retirement, you need to plan for the 
later stages of retirement. Later years 
of retirement can be expected to be 
very different from the early years.

“We focus on dealing with loss, grief, 
medical conditions — a lot of health 
and wellness issues so people can con-
tinue to live safely in their homes,” he 
added. “We discuss relationships and 
finding a balance, as well as downsiz-
ing and decluttering and also touch 

upon having an estate plan in place.”
Estate planning is one of the many 

subjects visited in Financial Planning 
Information for Seniors, from 1 to 2 
p.m. Wednesday, April 12. Financial 
Advisor Don Andrysiak will review a 
variety of topics designed to get the 
most out of finances in retirement 
years, from estate planning basics to 
investment strategies and tools to gift-
ing and transferring wealth to prepar-
ing for long-term care.

“Procrastination is a major road-
block to achieving your goals,” Andry-
siak said. “We get caught up with what 
we’re doing in the moment and say, ‘I’ll 
get to that later.’ Financial planning is 
critical to ensuring you do not run out 
of money in retirement and become a 
financial liability to others. Are you pre-
pared to properly transfer wealth to the 
next generation, or do you know how 
much to earmark for the unexpected 
health care expenses so you know how 
much you can spend on the fun stuff?”

Many people are guarded about the 
specifics of their finances and Andry-
siak counsels that’s perfectly OK, but 
most of the time it is beneficial to in-
volve adult children to assist in the 
planning process and transition after 
the inevitable.

“It can be uncomfortable for parents 
and children to discuss these topics, 

yet it’s crucial to discuss as much as 
possible to make sure those plans are

known,” Andrysiak said. “Creating

an inventory of the different accounts, 
properly designating beneficiaries and 
assuring that estate planning docu-
ments are in order and up to date will 
make that mourning and emotional 
time much easier.”

Andrysiak has lost track of how 
many times people have told him es-
tate planning is intimidating or com-
plicated. But he assures them there are 
simple steps to take and they can even 
generate forms off the internet to make 
sure the basics are in place.

“Dealing with probate is not fun and 
can easily be avoided,” he said. “Take 
control of your assets on your terms 
rather than what your county’s probate 
court decides. A little bit of knowledge 
and a few easy steps can help avoid all 
of that.”

Being able to stay safe in your home 
and community is another important 
aspect of retirement years. A panel of 
local Realtors, medical experts and 
public safety officers — including K-9 
Officer Rocco — will share tips on how 
to avoid becoming a victim of a crime, 
including scams, and things you can do 
around your home to avoid falls and 
accidents. Safety and Independence in 
Your Home takes place 1 to 2:30 p.m. 
Monday, June 5.

Visit helmlife.org or call (313) 882-
9600 to register for Purposeful Retire-
ment Workshop, Financial Planning 
for Seniors and/or Safety and Indepen-
dence in Your Home.

Planning for all of life’s journeys
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Those about to turn 65 are about to 
become eligible for Medicare. They’ve 
probably received numerous correspon-
dence from different insurance com-
panies urging them to sign up for their 
prescription drug, Medicare Advantage 
or Medicare Supplement plans. What’s a 
person to do? The Helm can help.

New to Medicare — during which 
Medicare counselors provide a compre-
hensive overview of Medicare, including 
coverage, costs, pros and cons of differ-
ent optional plans, and how to sign up 
— is a 90-minute class. The next session 
takes place at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
April 26, at The Helm, 158 Ridge Road, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

The class is free, but space is limit-
ed, so call The Helm at (313) 649-2110 
or email asaigh@helmlife.org to make 
a reservation. Two more classes will be 
scheduled at The Helm in 2023.

The Helm also offers free, individual 
appointments throughout the year with 
Medicare counselors to help people un-
derstand their options, choose the best 
plans available and answer specific ques-
tions. Contact Aurelie Saigh at asaigh@
helmlife.org or (313) 649-2110 to get in 
touch with a Medicare counselor.

      A woman told her best
friend, “I feel like my body 

has gotten totally out of shape, 
so I got my doctor’s permis-
sion to join a fitness club and 
start exercising. So, I decided 
to take an aerobics class for 
seniors. I bent, twisted, gyrat-
ed, jumped up and down, and 
perspired for an hour. But by 
the time I got my leotards on, 
the class was already over.”

FUNNY side up

 - Joke from scarymommy.com

The Helm offers 
workshop to explain 
ins, outs of Medicare
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By Jody McVeigh 
Editor

There are a lot of options and details 
and decisions to make when it comes 
to applying for Medicare. The process, 
from selection to application to enroll-
ment, can be overwhelming to some-
one not familiar with it.

That’s where Aurelie Saigh steps in. 
As the Michigan Medicare/Medicaid 
Assistance Program counselor/spe-
cialist at The Helm, Saigh gets myriad 
phone calls for myriad reasons, taking 
time with each call to answer questions 
and offer assistance.

“People call every day,” she said. 
“They’re thinking about retiring, 
they’re turning 65, their spouse died 
and they don’t know their coverage. 
... There are many reasons to get into 
Medicare. I help people daily, whatever 
I can do for them.”

The crux of Saigh’s job is educating 
people about the ins and outs of Medi-
care.

“We’re not insurance agents,” she 
said. “We don’t represent any drug 
companies. This is just education.

“I am on staff all year,” she added. “I 
have a small team of counselors who 
work off site. We help service Medi-
care people through open enrollment.”

Open enrollment is Oct. 15 to Dec. 7.
Saigh and her team of five counsel-

ors attend monthly training sessions so 
they may skillfully and capably guide 
clients through making Medicare deci-
sions. They do not make decisions for 
people, but help explain available op-
tions.

“We try to simplify it, break down 
the parts of Medicare — the costs, the 
types of coverage you can chose from, 
how to apply,” she said. “I can help 
from beginning to end, to apply and 
enroll. ... People leave feeling pretty 
confident.”

People may sign up for Medicare as 
early as three months before they turn 

65, and up to three months after they 
turn 65. Younger people who are dis-
abled may apply earlier.

Saigh explains to clients the basics 
of Original Medicare and Medicare Ad-
vantage.

“I go over both and lay it out for them, 
cost wise,” she said. “I show them the 
differences, the pros and cons. They 
decide what they want to do.”

One recent client told Saigh her cur-
rent plan wasn’t covering her prescrip-
tions, but Saigh was able to find a plan 
that would cover the drugs, saving the 
client thousands of dollars.

“She went from no coverage to a lot 
of coverage,” she said.

Not only does Saigh handle daily 
phone calls, but she offers one-on-one 
assistance when needed. She also is 
available to help clear up any confu-
sion people may have.

“It’s not free,” she noted of Medicare 
coverage. “People think it’s not going 
to cost them anything.

“And some people get confused with 
all the advertising on TV,” she added. 
“From October to March is when ads 
for Advantage Plans run. I get a lot 
of contact regarding that. They ques-
tion what they have because of what 
they’re seeing on TV.”

Anther misconception Saigh hoped 
to clarify involves people older than 65 
who are still in the workforce.

“If you’re medically covered by your 
employer or your significant other’s 
employer and you’re turning 65, you 
should apply for (Medicare Part) A, 
which is hospital (coverage),” she said. 
“But you don’t have to apply for (Medi-
care Part) B if you’re still covered by 
your employer or spouse’s employer, if 
the company has 20 or more employ-
ees. You can stay off B until retirement.

“If there are less than 20 employees, 
you have to apply for B, but there are 
avenues for extra help,” she added. 
“And if you don’t apply when you need 
to apply, there’s a penalty.”
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Saigh warned about scammers call-
ing seniors, claiming to be from Medi-
care or Social Security, asking for per-
sonal information.

“Don’t switch (coverage) over the 
phone,” she said. “Never give out in-
formation to anyone over the phone 
who’s calling you. People think they’re 
talking to Medicare or Social Security, 
but they’re not. Do not give out your 
Social Security or Medicare number 
over the phone. Call our team here 
first.”

She noted that many people don’t 
realize they should review their Medi-
care policies every year during open 
enrollment. It’s like shopping around 
for better homeowners or car insur-
ance policies.

“During open enrollment, peo-
ple come in to reassess,” Saigh said. 
“During open enrollment, we see if 
we can find more suitable coverage, 
especially direct coverage. The reason 
is because formularies change all the 
time with drug companies.”

Meaning drugs that used to be cov-
ered by a certain plan are no longer 
covered.

“A lot of people don’t know; they just 
let it roll,” she added. “They could be 
saving a lot of money by looking at it.

“... It’s important that people during 
open enrollment take a look at their 
Medicare coverage and reach out to 
The Helm to see if one of our team 
members can find them a new plan 
with better coverage,” she added. “It’s 
important that people look at their 
Medicare coverage every year.”

To further assist people with their 
Medicare decisions, The Helm of-
fers several New to Medicare class-
es throughout the year. The next one 
takes place at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
April 26. The class involves a short 
PowerPoint presentation, then a lon-
ger Q&A session.

“People usually call to follow up 
with me one on one,” Saigh said. “Ev-
erybody has a different situation.”

She encouraged anyone with ques-
tions about Medicare — not just those

65 and older, but adult children with 
aging parents as well — to check out 
the class.

“It’s a really good feeling,”Saigh 
said about guiding people through 
the Medicare process. “People come 
in really bogged down; they don’t 
know where to begin. It feels good 
to help them on their journey so 
they’re not worried. They’re making 
their own decisions. It feels good to 
give back that way.”

To register for New to Medicare 
or to connect with Saigh, call (313) 
649-2110 or email asaigh@helmlife.
org.

Saigh encouraged people looking 
to search out information on their 
own to visit medicare.gov. “It’s very 
informative,” she said of the website. 
“There’s so much information there. 
It can answer any questions.

“Of course, anybody is welcome 
to call me,” she added. “We (The 
Helm) service Harper Woods and the 
Grosse Pointes, but I also take calls 
from St. Clair Shores, Detroit, even 
out of state. If I can’t help, I will refer 
them.”

Aurelie Saigh, above, is on 
staff at The Helm to help people 
through the Medicare process, 
from answering questions to as-
sisting with enrollment.

Saigh helps counsel a client through the Medicare process. She not 
only explains coverage options, but also can help people apply and 
enroll in Medicare.
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From even before the day we are 
born, there are plans for life’s journey. 
Painting nurseries, constructing cribs, 
buying sports equipment or arrang-
ing dance lessons, creating education 
funds, choosing (or rechoosing) a ca-
reer, buying a car or house. One would 
think planning would be ingrained in 
every human being.

Yet, it’s easy to stop planning, not 
plan enough or not even know what 
to plan for once everyday living takes 
over. And planning is crucial to living 
well throughout life’s journey.

“People plan so much for things: 
buying a first car, what college to at-
tend, what to do for a career, marriage, 
children. But then a career is done, 
it’s time for retirement and we’re a bit 
lost,” Dick Rappleye said.

Rappleye and Bob Inskeep will con-
duct a Purposeful Retirement Work-
shop, from 1 to 2:45 p.m. Tuesdays, 
April 11, 18 and 25, at The Helm, to 
teach how to plan for a rewarding re-
tirement. The workshop is for those 
nearing retirement, as well as those 
searching for more in their retirement. 
Rappleye and Inskeep created this 
workshop based on their own retire-
ment years and a strong desire to help 
others have a fulfilling retirement.

“The early sessions focus on 
self-awareness,” Rappleye explained. 
“We want you to ask who am I and what 
is it I really want to do? You’ve worked 
for so many years and done what oth-
ers have asked you to do. Retirement is 
about you, it’s your time.”

The workshop also will focus on later 
retirement.

“People are living longer and spend 
more time in retirement than ever be-
fore,” Rappleye said. “So not only is it 
necessary to have a plan for what to do 
in retirement, you need to plan for the 
later stages of retirement. Later years 
of retirement can be expected to be 
very different from the early years.

“We focus on dealing with loss, grief, 
medical conditions — a lot of health 
and wellness issues so people can con-
tinue to live safely in their homes,” he 
added. “We discuss relationships and 
finding a balance, as well as downsiz-
ing and decluttering and also touch 

upon having an estate plan in place.”
Estate planning is one of the many 

subjects visited in Financial Planning 
Information for Seniors, from 1 to 2 
p.m. Wednesday, April 12. Financial 
Advisor Don Andrysiak will review a 
variety of topics designed to get the 
most out of finances in retirement 
years, from estate planning basics to 
investment strategies and tools to gift-
ing and transferring wealth to prepar-
ing for long-term care.

“Procrastination is a major road-
block to achieving your goals,” Andry-
siak said. “We get caught up with what 
we’re doing in the moment and say, ‘I’ll 
get to that later.’ Financial planning is 
critical to ensuring you do not run out 
of money in retirement and become a 
financial liability to others. Are you pre-
pared to properly transfer wealth to the 
next generation, or do you know how 
much to earmark for the unexpected 
health care expenses so you know how 
much you can spend on the fun stuff?”

Many people are guarded about the 
specifics of their finances and Andry-
siak counsels that’s perfectly OK, but 
most of the time it is beneficial to in-
volve adult children to assist in the 
planning process and transition after 
the inevitable.

“It can be uncomfortable for parents 
and children to discuss these topics, 

yet it’s crucial to discuss as much as 
possible to make sure those plans are

known,” Andrysiak said. “Creating

an inventory of the different accounts, 
properly designating beneficiaries and 
assuring that estate planning docu-
ments are in order and up to date will 
make that mourning and emotional 
time much easier.”

Andrysiak has lost track of how 
many times people have told him es-
tate planning is intimidating or com-
plicated. But he assures them there are 
simple steps to take and they can even 
generate forms off the internet to make 
sure the basics are in place.

“Dealing with probate is not fun and 
can easily be avoided,” he said. “Take 
control of your assets on your terms 
rather than what your county’s probate 
court decides. A little bit of knowledge 
and a few easy steps can help avoid all 
of that.”

Being able to stay safe in your home 
and community is another important 
aspect of retirement years. A panel of 
local Realtors, medical experts and 
public safety officers — including K-9 
Officer Rocco — will share tips on how 
to avoid becoming a victim of a crime, 
including scams, and things you can do 
around your home to avoid falls and 
accidents. Safety and Independence in 
Your Home takes place 1 to 2:30 p.m. 
Monday, June 5.

Visit helmlife.org or call (313) 882-
9600 to register for Purposeful Retire-
ment Workshop, Financial Planning 
for Seniors and/or Safety and Indepen-
dence in Your Home.

Planning for all of life’s journeys
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Those about to turn 65 are about to 
become eligible for Medicare. They’ve 
probably received numerous correspon-
dence from different insurance com-
panies urging them to sign up for their 
prescription drug, Medicare Advantage 
or Medicare Supplement plans. What’s a 
person to do? The Helm can help.

New to Medicare — during which 
Medicare counselors provide a compre-
hensive overview of Medicare, including 
coverage, costs, pros and cons of differ-
ent optional plans, and how to sign up 
— is a 90-minute class. The next session 
takes place at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
April 26, at The Helm, 158 Ridge Road, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

The class is free, but space is limit-
ed, so call The Helm at (313) 649-2110 
or email asaigh@helmlife.org to make 
a reservation. Two more classes will be 
scheduled at The Helm in 2023.

The Helm also offers free, individual 
appointments throughout the year with 
Medicare counselors to help people un-
derstand their options, choose the best 
plans available and answer specific ques-
tions. Contact Aurelie Saigh at asaigh@
helmlife.org or (313) 649-2110 to get in 
touch with a Medicare counselor.

      A woman told her best
friend, “I feel like my body 

has gotten totally out of shape, 
so I got my doctor’s permis-
sion to join a fitness club and 
start exercising. So, I decided 
to take an aerobics class for 
seniors. I bent, twisted, gyrat-
ed, jumped up and down, and 
perspired for an hour. But by 
the time I got my leotards on, 
the class was already over.”

FUNNY side up

 - Joke from scarymommy.com
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Obituaries
Obituary notices are purchased and often prewritten by family or friends. While 
we try to run obituaries as submitted, we nevertheless reserve the right to edit 
for accuracy, style and length.

Gino Pasquale 
Santavicca 

G i n o  P a s q u a l e 
Santavicca, 99, passed 
away peacefully Monday, 
March 27, 2023, at home 
in Grosse Pointe Woods. 

Gino was born Jan. 6, 
1924, in Barisciano, 
Italy. He arrived in the 
United States at age 12. 
He was fiercely proud of 
his Italian heritage. Gino 
was one of the founding 
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e 
Bariscianotti Club, even-
tually serving as presi-
dent. He was equally 
proud of his service in 
the U.S. Army Air Forces 
during World War II. He 
worked as an airplane 
mechanic, specifically 
assigned to the B-25 
(Mitchell) airplane.

Gino’s career spanned 
50 years with the U.S. 
government. He was an 
industrial specialist 
within the Small Business 
Administration. Gino 
also enjoyed a second 
career  at  Skyl ine 
Electrical Contracting. 
Moving scissor lifts 
between job sites gave 
him great joy.

Gino was a pure reflec-
tion of loyalty and love. 
Married for 70 years to 
the one love of his life, 
Amelia, their marriage 
served as a beautiful 
model of how to be a lov-
ing husband, father, 
grandfather and friend. 
Gino worked tirelessly to 
support his family. 
Working two jobs pro-
vided his wife and daugh-
ters with the opportunity 

to attend college. All four 
graduated with degrees 
in education. He beamed 
with pride whenever 
speaking of their accom-
plishments.

While his family and 
friends are heartbroken 
there will be no new 
memories to make, they 
now celebrate a profound 
life that touched so many. 
Gino left an indelible 
impression on those who 
knew him and loved him. 
He lived his life with 
great vibrancy and was 
truly part of The Greatest 
Generation.

Gino was the loving 
father of Patricia French 
(Michae l ) ,  Andrea 
Jenniches (Bartley III) 
and Debi  Ruggeri 
(Kerry) ;  cher ished 
“Papa” of Michael French 
(Monica), Bryan French 
(Courtney), Marissa 
Jenniches ,  Bar t ley 
Jenniches IV (Kelly), 
Lindsey McCall (Ryan), 
Ashlee McKinley (Brock) 
and Dino Ruggeri; great-
grandfather of Victoria, 
Juliana, Colin, Carter, 
Bartley V, Ella, Lyla, Sid, 
JJ and MJ; and dear 
brother of Nancy (nee 
Santavicca) Parpartthe, 
the late Carlo Santavicca 
and the late Dante 
Santavicca. He was pre-
deceased by his wife, 
Amelia. 

A funeral service will 
be held Thursday, April 
6, at Wujek-Calcaterra & 
Sons,  Inc . ,  36900 
Schoenherr, Sterling 
Heights, with entomb-
ment at Resurrection 
Cemetery. In lieu of flow-

ers, memorial donations 
may be made to Leader 
Dogs for the Blind, 1039 
S.  Rochester  Rd. , 
Rochester Hills, MI 
48307, bit.ly/3U3Olke; or 
Midwest Small Breed 
Rescue Grosse Pointe 
Park, 11 Sycamore Lane, 
Grosse Pointe, MI 48230. 

Share memories with 
the family in the online 
guestbook at wujekcalca 
terra.com. 

Carol Ann Cooper
Carol Ann Cooper, 89, 

passed away peacefully 
at home Wednesday, 
March 15, 2023, sur-
rounded by family. She 
was a beloved wife, 
mother and grandmother 
and enjoyed a vibrant life 
brimming with love, 
adventure, humor and 
grace.

Carol was born Aug. 
30, 1933, in Grosse 
Pointe, and graduated 
from Grosse Pointe High 
School in 1951. She com-
pleted her degree from 
the Christian College in 
Columbia, Mo., in 1953, 
where she was part of the 
Modeling Club and the 
Michigan Club. Carol 
had a thirst for adven-
ture; one of her fondest 
memories was working 
at Grand Lake Lodge, 
Colo., during the summer 
of 1952.

Carol later moved to 
Saratoga, Calif., where 
she married her former 
spouse, Paul Haefner, in 
1957. Together they 
raised five intelligent and 

independent children. 
Eventually, the family 
settled in Menlo Park, 
Calif., where Carol lived 
most of her adult life.

Carol was a driven 
woman who established 
a successful career in 
real estate. While work-
ing as an agent for Alain 
Pinel Real Estate in 1990, 
she met Kjell Nilsson. 
The pair fell in love and 
married in 2000. They 
remained happily mar-
ried until her passing.

Carol also built a home 
in Pine Mountain Lake, 
Calif., where she hosted 
annual family reunions. 
Here, Carol created a 
place for her loved ones 
to grow close and make 
lasting memories. This 
was one of her greatest 
joys and she felt proud of 
her family legacy.

Carol was predeceased 
by  parents ,  Vera 
Burroughs and Edward 
Cooper; sisters, Susan 
and Jean Cooper; and 
former spouse, Paul 
Haefner. She is survived 
by her children, Dan 
Haefner, Paula Grohs, 
Kippy Haefner, Jill 
Eugenio and Amy Smith; 
nine grandchildren; and 
husband, Kjell Nilsson. 

Her life and legacy will 
be celebrated Saturday, 
April 8, in Redwood City, 
Calif.

Joyce Carolyn 
Osborn

Longt ime Grosse 
Pointe resident Joyce 
Carolyn Osborn died 
peacefully at home 
Sunday, March 19, 2023, 
surrounded by family.  

Joyce was born May 6, 
1933, to Robert and 
Dorothy Emke. She grew 
up on the east side of 
Detroit. After graduating 
from Southwestern High 
School in 1950, she 
attended Alma College 
where she met the love 
of her life, Don Osborn. 
They were married in 
1953, and shared a rich 
and fulfilling life together 
for 61 years until Don’s 
passing in 2015. 

Joyce loved to travel, 
both in the United States 
and abroad, and had the 
opportunity to take 
numerous trips with Don 
over the years. She was 
an avid reader through-
out her life, a competitive 
bridge player and, for 
many years, enjoyed 
playing tennis with 
friends in the Grosse 
Pointe area. Joyce also 
loved to knit, especially 
when projects involved 
gifts for grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. 

But what Joyce enjoyed 
most was spending time 
with family and friends, 

whether entertaining at 
home, hosting picnics at 
the Farms Pier, gather-
ings at a family cottage 
in Lakeville or family 
v a c a t i o n s  i n 
Kennebunkport, Maine. 
Joyce always was a 
source of great joy to 
those she was with and 
her presence will be 
missed by those who 
deeply loved her.

Joyce was the beloved 
mother of four, doting 
grandmother to 13 and 
proud great-grand-
mother to nine. She is 
survived by her children, 
Lisa Montague (Chris), 
Mark Osborn (Susan), 
Donna Wait (Greg) and 
Julia Cosgrove (Steve); 
grandchildren, Laura 
D i n g f i e l d  ( M a r k ) , 
Jonathan Montague 
(Katie), Stephen and 
Benjamin Montague, 
Blake Osborn (Abbie), 
Jack and Sarah Osborn, 
Geoffrey Wait (Andrea), 
Megan Przebienda 
(Chris), Lydia Wait, and 
Olivia, Isabel and Payton 
Cosgrove; and great-
grandchildren, Ellis, 
A d a m  a n d  F r i t z 
Dingfield, Nathan and 
L o g a n  M o n t a g u e , 
Samuel  and Liam 
Osborn, and Gregory 
and Sophie Wait.

A private family ser-
vice is planned for late 
May. Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to the 
A m e r i c a n  C a n c e r 
Society, bit.ly/3m3gGL3, 
or Accent Care Hospice 
and Palliative Care, 
27355 John R Rd., 
Madison Heights, MI 
48071. 

Michael Thain 
Cameron

M i c h a e l  T h a i n 
Cameron, 83, of Harbor 
Springs and Santa 
Barbara, Calif., passed 
away peacefully Sunday, 
March 12, 2023. Mike 
was born May 24, 1939, 
in Detroit, to Louis Thain 
Cameron and Marie E. 
Cameron. A 1957 gradu-
ate of St. Paul High 
School in Grosse Pointe 
Farms, Mike attended 
Miami University in 
Oxford, Ohio, and gradu-
ated in 1961, with a 
degree in business and 
political science. He was 
a member of the Sigma 
Chi fraternity.

Mike married the love 
of his life, Martha 
Cavanagh, in 1974, and 
the couple resided in 
Grosse Pointe Farms 
many years until Mike’s 
retirement. Mike worked 
for General Motors for 
38 years, starting in the 
Chevrolet Division and 
retiring as the general 
director of the Regional 

Personnel Center and 
National Benefit Center. 
He remained a car aficio-
nado throughout his life. 
Mike served in the 
Michigan Air National 
Guard for six years in the 
area of crash rescue.

After Mike retired, he 
and Martha moved full-
time to the Menonaqua 
Beach Association in 
Harbor Springs, which 
was a special place to 
both of them. He invested 
his time and energy in 
the Little Traverse 
Conservancy, serving 
many years on the board 
of trustees and the stew-
ardship committee. He 
was passionate about 
furthering the LTC mis-
sion to protect the natu-
ral diversity and beauty 
of Northern Michigan by 
preserving significant 
land areas.

Mike was an avid 
boater and sailor. He 
enjoyed many outdoor 
activities, including fly 
fishing, kayaking, bik-
ing, hiking and skiing. In 
recent years, Mike devel-
oped a keen eye for pho-
t o g r a p h y ,  t a k i n g 
adventurous day trips, 
often with friends, and 
capturing stunning 
images. Mike was a 
member of the Country 
Club of Detroit, Detroit 
Athletic Club, Mackinac 
Island Yacht Club, Little 
Traverse Bay Yacht Club 
and Birnam Wood Golf 
Club.

Mike was prede-
ceased by his beloved 
wife of 33 years, Martha, 
who died in 2007; and his 
half-brother, Louis M. 
Cameron. He is survived 
by his step-nieces and 
nephew, Mary Castle, 
Jane Cameron and Peter 
Cameron; and his god-
children, Robert and 
Stephen Kost .  He 
regarded Robert (Lori) 
and their daughters, 
Samantha and Zoe, and 
Stephen (Beth) and their 
son, Charles, as family. 

A celebration of life 
will be held this summer 
in Harbor Springs. 
Memorials may be made 
to the Little Traverse 
Conservancy,  3264 
Powell Rd., Bear Creek 
Township, MI 49740, or 
landtrust.org/donate. 

Joyce Carolyn OsbornCarol Ann CooperGino P. Santavicca

Michael Thain Cameron

Michael Goodell will 
sell and sign his latest 
novel, “CPHS Rules,” 
from 5 to 8 p.m. Thursday, 
April 13, at Dragon’s 
Landing, 24409 Jefferson, 
St. Clair Shores.

Goodell has signed each 
of his previous four books 
at unique locations 
throughout metro Detroit. 

“My team and I decided 
a long time ago that book 

signings and launch par-
ties shouldn’t be stuffy, 
elitist affairs, but should 
be celebrations of the pas-
sion and skill which goes 
into the works, as well as 
an opportunity to high-
light unique establish-
ments  within the 
community,” he said.

“CPHS Rules” is a liter-
ary exploration of 
Benjamin Franklin’s 

noted quote that “Those 
who would give up essen-
tial Liberty, to purchase a 
little temporary Safety, 
deserve neither Liberty 
nor Safety.”

“CPHS Rules” will be 
available for signing at 
Dragon’s Landing. It also 
is available in paperback 
and eBook on Amazon 
and may be ordered from 
any independent book-
seller.

For more information, 
call (586) 218-8090.

Book signing is April 13

Mary Girardot Gallant, 86, 
passed peacefully on Monday, 

March 20, 2023, at her home in 
Grosse Pointe, surrounded by her 
loving family.

Born April 2, 1936, in Detroit, 
Michigan, Mary was the youngest 
child to Florence (nee Conway) and 
Alfred J. Girardot. Mary had a lively 
family life with three sisters and six 
brothers. She spoke fondly of her 
large family and enjoyed reminiscing 
about their loving and active home. 

Mary attended Sacred Heart 
Academy and Immaculata High 
School. She was preceded in death 
by her parents and nine siblings: 
Elizabeth Girardot, IHM; Thomas 
(Peggy); Alfred, Jr (Lois); Walter 
(Nancy); Edward (Lois); Rose Mary; 
Richard (Anita); Julie (Don); and 
Francis (Mary Lou). 

Mary, Mom, Mimi, or Gram, was 
a kind-hearted, intelligent, strong, 
faithful woman and a loving friend 

to many. Mary brought joy through 
ordinary acts of kindness. Her smile 
and generous spirit brought delight 
to those who knew and loved her. 
Mary is survived by her children and 
family: Vincent, Jr (Susan), Lauren 
Celeste and Elise; Carol LeVasseur, 
Randy; Thomas (Stacey), Marné, 
Quinn, and Ava; Elizabeth Grundy, 
Vaughn III, Mary, Thomas, and 
James; and John (Julie), Jack, Kayla, 
Isabella, Andrew, Louden, and Asher.

Mary was dedicated to her family 
and always seemed able to bring out 
their best. She was equally committed 
to her community and shared her 
faith, time, and energy.

Mary was actively involved in 
helping her husband Vincent build 
his medical practice and was an 
enthusiastic participant in the Christ 
Child Society and the Harper Hospital 
Auxiliary. Mary was a devoted 
Gesu Parish member for many 
years. During the ‘70s and ‘80s, she 
helped strengthen Detroit’s oldest 
operating high school, the University 
of Detroit Jesuit High School in the 
development office. Mary was a 
dedicated woman of faith and a 37-
year member of St. Paul on the Lake 
Catholic Church, where she served 
as a lector and eucharistic minister. 
Mary kept active in her local golf 
and bowling leagues and shared an 
enthusiasm for travel by organizing 
global tours with the Spiekermann 
Travel Service. Never one to turn 
down a game, Mary loved a vibrant 
weekly bridge match with friends 
and neighbours at The Helm.

Dates will follow for Mary’s 
celebration of life. She wished to 
donate her body to the University 
of Michigan’s Medical School to 
advance research in the autoimmune 
disease Scleroderma.

Mary Girardot Gallant
April 2, 1936 - March 20, 2023

In place of flowers, Mary’s family requests memorial contributions to:
Scleroderma Research Fund at the University of Michigan  
Checks may be made to “University of Michigan” and sent to the Michigan Medicine  

Office of Development, 777 E. Eisenhower Pkwy., Suite 650, Ann Arbor, MI 48108.
You may also call 734-764-6777 or visit the website  

victors.us/marygirardotgallant to make your gift.

IHM Sisters Monroe Michigan - Retirement Fund
https://ihmsisters.org/supporting-the-mission/giving-opportunities/donate/
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The Louisa St. Clair 
Chapter of the Daughters 
o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n 
Revolution announced its 
annual 2023 DAR Youth 
and Education Awards on 
Saturday, March 4, at the 
Grosse Pointe Yacht 
Club.

The DAR is a nonprofit, 
non-political, volunteer 
women’s service organi-
zation dedicated to pro-
mot ing patr iot ism, 
preserving American his-
tory and securing 
America’s future through 
better education for chil-
dren.

Recognized were win-
ners of DAR contests and 
a w a r d s  i n c l u d i n g 
American History and 
Patriots of the American 

Revolution Essay con-
tests, Youth Citizenship 
Awards, Junior American 
C i t i z e n  A w a r d s , 
Constitution Week Poster 
Contest awards and Good 
Citizen Awards.

Awards were presented 
by Louisa St. Clair 
C h a p t e r  m e m b e r s  
Barbara Davis, chapter 
chair community class-
room committee; Ellisse 
Thompson, chapter histo-
rian; Jane Turnbull, chap-
te r  co -cha i r  JAC 
committee; and Deann 
Newman, chapter trea-
surer.
u American History 

Essay Contest winners 
were Makenzie Waterson 
(Brownell eighth grade), 
Maria Melhem (Parcells 

eighth grade) and 
J a m e s e t t a  T u c k e r 
(Brownell eighth grade).
u Patriots of the 

American Revolution 
Essay Contest winners 
were Max Goerlich, 
Jillian Whitton, Gary 
Stacey, Claire Juip, and 
Shade’ Patrick, all 10th 
grade students  at 
University Liggett School.

Youth Citizenship 
Award winners were 
selected by their princi-
pals based on the quali-
ties of honor, service, 
courage, leadership and 
patriotism.  They are:
u Brownell Middle 

School eighth grader 
Emma Reed, seventh 
grader  Leah “Bella” 
Maldonado, sixth grader 

Adelyn Christian and 
fifth grader Stella Koop.
u Parcells Middle 

School eighth grader 
Elliana Orlando, seventh 
grader Hannah Grace, 
sixth grader Vanessa 
Singh and fifth grader 
Palo Ivanaj. 
u Pierce Middle School 

eighth grader Julia Boyd, 
seventh grader Dalina 
Kokoshi, sixth grader 
Jack Stenz and fifth 
g r a d e r  B r e n d a n 
Orehowsky.
u University Liggett 

School eighth grader 
M a r g a r e t  “ M a i s y ” 
Huebner, seventh grader 
Brian “BJ” Clark and 
sixth grader Lexie Spain.

The Junior American 
Citizen Awards followed 

the theme, “The 200th 
Anniversary of the Santa 
Fe Trail: Moving the 
Stars  and Str ipes 
Westward.” 
u  L’Anse Creuse 

Middle School sixth 
g r a d e r  A b b y 
Turnbull won the Art 
Contest Stamp Design.
u The Neighborhood 

Club Preschool program 
won the Art Contest 
Banner Category.

For the Constitution 
Week Poster Contest, stu-
dents were asked to illus-
trate the spirit or meaning 
of the U.S. Constitution 
by creating a poster. The 
chapter received 50 
entries and three stu-
dents were selected for 
first, second and third 
places, all of them fifth 
graders from Parcells 
Middle School.

The first-place winner 

has been submitted to the 
national contest. The 
contest is open to all stu-
dents. The national win-
ner will be announced 
during Constitution 
Week, Sept. 17 to 23. 
u First place: Nathan 

Harris
u  Second place: 

Charlotte Dayne
u  T h i r d  p l a c e : 

Mirabella Whipple
The Good Citizen 

award recognizes and 
rewards high school 
graduating seniors who 
possess the qualities of 
dependability, service, 
leadership and patriotism 
in their homes, schools 
and community. Students 
were selected by their 
teachers and peers. They 
are Sophia Dragich, 
Penelope Griffioen, 
Jaden Jennings and 
Meredith Tiderington.

DAR presents multiple awards

The Louisa St. Clair 
Chapter of the National 
Society Daughters of the 
American Revolution 
recently announced the 
2023 DAR Good Citizen 
Award winners. 

Each year, the DAR rec-
ognizes high-achieving 
students from Detroit and 
Grosse Pointe area high 
schools with the DAR 
Good Citizen Award. 
These students are 
selected by members of 
their high school faculty 
for exhibiting good citi-
zenship in their homes, 
schools and communities. 
The DAR Good Citizen 
Award is presented to 
graduating high school 
seniors who demonstrate 
the qualities of depend-
ability, service, leadership 
and patriotism. In addi-
tion, students are invited 
to participate in a scholar-
ship essay contest shar-
ing their thoughts on this 
year’s topic, “How will the 
essential actions of a good 
citizen (dependability, 
service, leadership and 
patriotism) meet the chal-
lenges that America faces 
in this decade?”

This year, the chapter is 
honoring four students, 
Sophia Dragich, Penelope 
Griffioen, Jaden Jennings 
and Meredith Tiderington. 
These students were each 
awarded a chapter level 
scholarship; Tiderington 
was selected to advance 
to the state level in the 
essay contest for a chance 
to earn an additional 
scholarship.
u Sophia Dragich is a 

senior at Grosse Pointe 
North High School, where 

her academic perfor-
mance has resulted in 
many honors. She is a 
member of the National 
Honor Society, through 
which she tutors students, 
and she’s also active in 
student government and 
has served as a class sen-
ator, as well as class vice 
president for two years. 
The faculty at North 
describe Dragich as a nat-
ural leader and a bright 
light who serves those she 
leads with kindness and 
openness. Her friendly 
spirit and compassion are 
apparent as she partici-
pates in activities such as 
having lunch with stu-
dents with special needs 
each week. She is a tal-
ented runner as well, 
demonstrating her lead-
ership and teamwork as 
captain of the cross coun-
try and track teams. She 
hopes to attend the 
University of Michigan 
this fall and plans to study 
biology or chemistry and 
then go to medical school. 
She highly values health 
care workers and is inter-
ested in the development 
of vaccines and medica-

tions, as well as the effects 
of COVID-19 on the heart.  
She is the daughter of 
David and January 
Dragich.
u Penelope Griffioen is 

a senior at University 
Liggett School, where she 
has achieved exemplary 
grades while enrolled in 
diverse and strenuous 
courses. She is looking 
forward to graduating 
this spring and plans to 
attend college where she 
will explore her interests 
in English literature, 
potentially pursuing a 
career involving aca-
demic research. Her 
school activities include 
running for both the cross 
country and track teams, 
where she has garnered 
many awards. She’s a tal-
ented violinist and serves 
as concertmaster for her 
school’s orchestra this 
year. Griffioen also is a 
c a s t  m e m b e r  o f 
Shakespeare in Detroit, 
playing Puck in “A 
Midsummer Night’s 
Dream.” Community 
involvement rounds out 
her profile as she is active 
in several areas, including 

as a student board mem-
ber of the Grosse Pointe 
Historical Society, for 
which she has created 
podcasts. Her parents are 
Sara Woodward and 
James Griffioen.
u Jaden Jennings is a 

senior at University of 
Detroit Jesuit High 
School, where his aca-
demic achievements are 
exemplary. A talented 
athlete, Jennings plays 
football and is co-captain 
of the basketball and 
track-and-field teams at 
his school. One of his 
coaches recalls he saw 
attributes in Jennings as a 
freshman, including 
determination, courage 
and a thirst to be the best. 
He was determined to 
qualify for state finals in 
hurdles and persevered 
despite the pandemic to 
achieve his goal. His lead-
ership carries over to 
other activities as well. He 
currently is vice president 
of the Black Awareness 
Society for Education and 
a class representative on 
the student senate. His 
community service activi-
ties are numerous, includ-

ing serving as a teacher 
for children in his church. 
He has compassion for 
others and describes his 
service this way: “I really 
try my hardest to help 
people and make any 
kind of good impact 
whenever I can.” He also 
has an after-school job. 
He plans to attend college 
in the fall to begin study-
ing toward his goal of 
becoming a physician. He 
is the son of Kiya 
Jennings.
u Meredith Tiderington 

is a senior at Grosse 
Pointe South High 
School, where she has 
demonstrated outstand-
ing academic achieve-
ments. She plans to 
attend college this fall, 
majoring in engineering, 
and would like her career 
to involve an intersection 
of engineering and busi-
ness as she finds joy in 
problem solving and ana-
l y t i c a l  t h i n k i n g . 
Tiderington is a talented 
athlete competing in both 
field hockey and lacrosse 
at the varsity level and 
serving as captain of the 
field hockey team. She 

also is active in DECA, 
Link Crew, student coun-
cil and Mu Alpha Theta 
math honor society. 
Those who know her 
describe her as detail-ori-
ented,  determined, 
thoughtful, intelligent 
and engaged. She works 
hard inside and outside of 
the classroom. Her coun-
selor describes her this 
way: “While Meredith’s 
goal is to someday have a 
career that will make the 
world a better place, she 
isn’t waiting until she’s an 
adult to help others.” She 
consistently volunteers as 
a SOAR reading mentor 
or, as she describes it, an 
“academic support spe-
cialist and cheerleader, 
where I help kids better 
their reading skills, 
encourage the impor-
tance of literacy and give 
confidence to kids who 
believe they’d never 
learn.” She is the daugh-
ter of Michelle and Bob 
Tiderington.

Each student was pre-
sented with a Good 
Citizen pin and certificate 
in addition to their schol-
a r s h i p  a w a r d . 
Tiderington, as the over-
all chapter winner, also 
was awarded a DAR cord 
to wear at graduation.

The DAR is a service 
organization open to 
women who are lineal 
descendants of patriots 
who sacrificed their lives 
and fortunes supporting 
t h e  A m e r i c a n 
Revolutionary War. Its 
mission is to preserve the 
nation’s history, educate 
the nation’s children, 
make opportunities for all 
Americans and experi-
ence the thrill of being 
part of the American 
dream.

DAR Good Citizens Awards announced

Meredith TideringtonSophia Dragich Penelope Griffioen Jaden Jennings

Worship 
    ServiceWorship Sunday

at 10:00 am
Rev. Richard Yeager-Stiver
An Open & Af� rming Church

240 Chalfonte G.P. Farms
313-884-3075 • www.gpcong.org
WE HAVE AN ARTS MINISTRY

Grosse Pointe
Congregational

Church
(United Church of Christ )

SUNDAY
8:15 & 10:45 a.m. - Worship Service

9:30 a.m. - Bible Study
10:45 a.m. - Sunday School

MONDAY
7 p.m. - Worship Service

2nd & 4th Monday of the Month
WEDNESDAY
10 a.m. - Bible Study

Randy S. Boelter, Pastor
Making New Disciples-
Building Stronger Ones

Christ the King
Lutheran Church

and Preschool
Mack at Lochmoor • 884-5090

www.christthekinggp.org

St. Matthew Catholic Church
Harper at Whittier

Holy Week Liturgies

Palm Sunday Masses,
Saturday, April 1, 4:30 pm and

Sunday, April 2, 10:00 am
Monday, April 3, 7:00 pm ~ Lenten Penance Service

Holy Thursday, April 6, 7:30 pm ~ Mass
9:00 to 10:30 pm ~ Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Good Friday, April 7, noon ~ Stations of the Cross
1:30 pm ~ Celebration of the Lord’s Passion

Holy Saturday, April 8, 9:00 pm ~ Easter Vigil Mass
Easter Sunday, April 9, 10:00 am

~ Mass of the Resurrection ~

15020 Hampton15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park, Grosse Pointe Park, 
Michigan 48230-1302Michigan 48230-1302

AAmbrosembrose
SSaintaint

CCatholic atholic CChurchhurch

MassesMasses
Holy Thursday — Mass Holy Thursday — Mass of theof the Lord’s Supper — 7:00 p.m. Lord’s Supper — 7:00 p.m.
Private Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament — until MidnightPrivate Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament — until Midnight
Good Friday — Liturgy Good Friday — Liturgy of theof the Lords Passion — 1:30 p.m. Lords Passion — 1:30 p.m.
Holy Saturday — Holy Saturday — Blessing of Easter food — NoonBlessing of Easter food — Noon
           Easter Vigil — 8:00 p.m.           Easter Vigil — 8:00 p.m.
Easter Sunday — 8:30 and 11:15 a.m.Easter Sunday — 8:30 and 11:15 a.m.

(313) 822-2814 • stambrosechurch.net • facebook.com/stambroseparish
      Holy Thursday and the Saturday Easter Vigil are live streamed on our facebook page

with rebroadcasts on demand anytime afterwards.

800 Vernier Road
(Corner of Wedgewood)

(313) 884-5040

Rev. Sean Motley, Senior Pastor
~ “Go Make Disciples” ~

www.feelc.org

FIRST ENGLISH EVANGELICAL
   LUTHERAN CHURCH

April 6th - 6:00 pm
Maundy Thursday Service

April 7th - 6:00 pm
Good Friday Service

April 9th - 7 am, 9 am & 11 am
Easter Sunday Services

Everyone is Welcome!
Amanda Onoro, director preschool@feelc.org

20475 Sunningdale Park 
313.884.4820           stmichaelsgpw.org

St. Michael’s Episcopal Church 
sharing the Light of Christ

Easter Day, April 9 
6.00 AM Easter Vigil  

and First Eucharist of Easter 
10.00 AM Festival Service  

of Holy Baptism and Communion

 Meet us online for Compline on Wednesdays at 7pm   
open the link on our homepage: stmichaelsgpw.org 

040623
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course, I said yes right 
away. It kind of came 
together really easy. The 
first rehearsal, I went 
through the set one time 
and it was great, not one 
problem.”

Added McEachern, 
“John’s probably known 
all of Mötley Crüe’s 
songs since he was 14. … 
From the time we were 
kids, we listened to 
Mötley Crüe.

“… Some fans are 
angry that he’s replacing 
Mick, but he’ll tell you, ‘I 
am honoring Mick Mars 
up there, not replacing 
him.’ John is a huge fan 
of Mick’s.”

With longtime friends 
Sixx and drummer 
Tommy Lee at his side — 
and a burgeoning friend-
ship with singer Vince 
Neil — the transition has 
been a smooth one.

“It’s been a dream,” 
Lowery said. “I’m just 
afraid I’m going to wake 
up one morning and go ‘I 
had this weird dream I 
was in Mötley Crüe.’ But 
so far I’m still awake.”

“He’s super happy,” 
McEachern added. “He’s 
doing something so new 
after 17 years, but he’s 
doing it with friends, so 
he’s comfortable.”

On with the Show
Lowery spoke with the 

Grosse Pointe News 
while on a break from 
touring, from his West 
Coast home, which he 
shares with wife, Rita, 
and five sphinx cats — 
Tel ly ,  Wednesday , 
Herman, Vlad and Igor.

The band soon hits the 
road again for shows in 
Europe and America, 
though the closest the 
Crüe comes to Michigan 
this year is Columbus, 
Ohio. Taking the stage 
now, compared to the 
other musicians he’s 
toured with, is “one thou-
sand percent, completely 
different,” Lowery said.

“You always think, 
What will it be like?” he 
said. “My wildest dreams 
weren’t even what it was 
like. There’s security 
with us all the time. 
Sometimes I want to get 
out of my hotel and take 
a walk and see some 
sights, but I can’t do it, 
because there are so 
many fans out there. We 
travel in these (cars with) 
bulletproof glass and in a 
huge, massive private 
plane, police escorts 
everywhere. It’s com-
pletely different than 
what I experienced 
before — and what I 
experienced before was 

incredible.”
Being onstage with his 

friends also is a surreal 
experience. Despite his 
years of performing live, 
playing with the Crüe 
takes him back.

“It’s all about the vid-
eos,” he said. “I grew up 
watching MTV. Playing 
‘Wild Side,’ which we 
open with, I know that 
video. They’re live 
onstage for that video. 
‘Same Ol’ Situation,’ 
they’re live onstage for 
that. But when I play 
‘Home Sweet Home,’ 
we’re all at the front of 
the stage. Tommy plays 
piano. I’m at the side of 
Vince. Nikki’s on his 
other side. And when I 
look at Vince singing and 
see the light hitting him, 
it’s very strange. It’s just 
like the video and now 
I’m in the video. It’s all 
very surreal and it’s still 
a major moment for me.”

Rock n’ Roll 
Junkie

Though it all feels like 
a dream — “I’m very for-
tunate and very lucky and 
I don’t take it for granted, 
that’s for sure” — Lowery 
is nothing but clear 
minded when he plays. 
It’s a lifestyle choice he 
made at a young age.

“When I was growing 
up in the ’70s, that’s what 
everyone did — everyone 
had a cigarette in their 
hand, a drink in their 
hand,” he said. “I always 
thought, ‘I want to be the 

best I can be at guitar. I 
want to feel good.’ It’s 
odd to think about this 
when I was so little. 
Because kids start to dab-
ble in drinking — my 
friends did it — in junior 
high, at an alarmingly 
early age. And they would 
throw up and get in trou-
ble with their parents. I 
thought, ‘Man, I’m not 
going to do that. That 
sounds terrible.’ At such 
a young age to decide 
something like that and 
be very adamant, I just 
chose not to.”

“In school, he was 
someone who everybody 
liked,” McEachern added. 
“He’s super friendly, but 
he never went to parties. 
As long as he’s been alive, 
I have never seen him 
take a sip of alcohol. … 
He doesn’t smoke ciga-
rettes, no drugs. He’s 
vegan. He’s the cleanest 
rock star in the world.”

Which even furthers 
the camaraderie between 
Lowery and his sober 
bandmates.

“I couldn’t ask for a bet-
ter situation,” Lowery 
said. “The last show of 
this last tour, we all got 
sick and we called it the 
Mötley Flu. Tommy was 
sick first and then Nikki 
and then Vince and then 
myself. It was the last 
show that I was sick. You 
don’t even want to get up 
and go to the bathroom 
when you’re sick and I 
was like, ‘I’m going to 
give it my all,’ because I 

was so lucky and appre-
ciative of what was going 
on and I just did it. I don’t 
think that will ever go 
away. I’m very lucky.”

Home Sweet 
Home

McEachern believes 
their childhood played a 
huge role in Lowery mak-
ing a name for himself.

“He is so nice to the 
fans because he’s such a 
fan,” she said. “He 
remembers the super-
stars he met that were 
nice to him. I think he 
carries that; he does the 
same thing. He stops and 

he signs everything, sits 
and talks. If he hears 
about a little child who’s 
sick who loves him, he’ll 
call them. He’s great to 
his fans because he’s 
always been such a fan 
himself.

“… Growing up in 
Grosse Pointe, growing 
up with manners, he 
stood out when he went 
to California,” she con-
tinued. “He spoke well, 
he was polite, he was 
kind because he was 
from the Midwest and he 
didn’t party. Those 
things, along with his 
great guitar playing — 
that’s what made him 
stand out and helped him 
along.”

Though the Crüe won’t 
be making its way 
through Detroit this tour, 
Lowery holds his home-
town close to his heart. 
When he does visit, he 
and McEachern enjoy 
driving through their old 

stomping grounds, remi-
niscing of days playing at 
the City park, reading 
magazines at Notre 
Dame pharmacy and rid-
ing bikes through the 
streets.

“Me and Mary have 
such a great time,” he 
said. “We’ll drive by 
South, drive by the old 
house on Wellington. My 
favorite time to come is 
summertime. You hear 
the cicadas and it’s really 
warm at night. It’s just 
comforting.  Grosse 
Pointe is jaw-droppingly 
beautiful.

“… It was such a magi-
cal  chi ldhood and 
upbringing that shaped 
me and Mary into who 
we are today and I’m 
very grateful of it. … 
Things that are so simple 
I hold as such fond mem-
ories. That’s how it was 
in Grosse Pointe. It 
couldn’t have been a bet-
ter upbringing.”

Left, the current lineup of Mötley Crüe, from left, 
Tommy Lee, John 5, Vince Neil and Nikki Sixx. 
Above, a young John Lowery was known “as the kid 
who played guitar. It’s all he ever did,” said his sis-
ter, Mary Kay McEachern.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF MARY KAY MCEACHERN

John Lowery spent his childhood in Grosse Pointe, left, and rose to stardom af-
ter moving to Los Angeles as a teen. With the stage name John 5, right, he has a 
successful solo career, has worked with numerous artists and recently joined 
Mötley Crüe.

JOHN 5:
Continued from page 1B

Grosse Pointe Garden Center hosts a 
Family Garden Fun event from 9 a.m. 
to noon Saturday, April 15, at Kerby 
Elementary School, 285 Kerby, Grosse 
Pointe Farms.

Adults and their children, ages 5 to 
8, are invited to attend. Enrollment is 
limited to 100 adults; children must be 
registered with an adult. Visit gpgar-
dencenter.org to register and review 
the advantages of joining the Grosse 
Pointe Garden Center.

Adults will learn about such topics as 
leading-edge garden techniques, new 
native plants and how to create gar-
dens that are most effective for the 
environment. The event includes six 
speakers who will give presentations in 
small-group, 30-minute sessions. 
Participants will move through differ-
ent stations and will be able to ask 
questions of the speakers.  

Speakers and topics include:
u Steve Hansen: “Introducing native 

plants into your garden”
u Melissa Puppos: “Designing your 

garden” 

u Marsha Goan: “Planning creative 
children garden projects”  

u Bronsen Gentry: “Amending soil, 
composting”

u Eric Tremonte: “Integrating native 
plants and vegetables with your tradi-
tional garden design”

u Jennifer Ott: “Selecting shrubs and 
trees that are best for birds and wild-
life.”

Children will spend time creating 
projects, having a snack and rotating 
through 30-minute sessions. Their ses-
sions include:

u Building a fairy garden
u Learning about seeds and planting 

a seed
u Learning about butterflies and 

doing an art project
u Learning about flowers and bees
u Doing small art projects
u Playing in the Kerby playground 

with adult supervision
Admission for Family Garden Fun is 

$20 per family. For more information, 
call the Garden Center at (313) 499-
0743 and leave a message.

Grosse Pointe Garden Center 
hosts Family Garden Fun April 15

In appreciation

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

From left, John Ricci, Grosse Pointe Farms Public Safety Director John 
Hutchins, Andrew Young, Tim Berkesch, Mark Thoma, Deacon Bill Jameson 
and Grosse Pointe Farms Deputy Director Andy Rogers.

A group from St. Paul on the Lake Catholic Church’s Knights of Columbus 
Assembly stopped by the Grosse Pointe Farms Public Safety Department to drop 
off pizza, water and sodas, in appreciation for all the first responders do for the 
community.  The group plans to go to different public safety departments around 
Grosse Pointe every few months or so, throughout the year.
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www.partyadventureusa.com
23400 Greater Mack, SCS  •  586-776-9750

LIFE IS SHORT
HAVE MORE PARTIES

20542 Harper
(Lennon and Harper)

(313) 884-1551
www.gpaas.org

GROSSE POINTE ANIMAL ADOPTION SOCIETY

w
(3

Animals Available
for Adoption at

gpaas.org

Ope n Hou s e Eve ry Sat u rda y
1: 00pm-3: 00pm fo r Dogs & Cat s1: 00pm-3: 00pm fo r Dogs & Cat s

gpaas.org

 MeetMeet

LICORICE
 MeetMeet

BERNIEBERNIE
Male,Male,

7 year old, 7 year old, 
MixedMixed
Breed.Breed.

Female,Female,
1 year old, 1 year old, 
short hairshort hair
Black Cat.Black Cat.

DREAM IT. DESIGN IT. BUILD IT.

20485 Mack Ave • Grosse Pointe Woods  • 313-332-0549 
A Connell Company

www.pointedesigns.com

COME SEE OUR NEW
EXPANDED SHOWROOM on MACK AVE!

Featuring many new items and displays including
German made Haecker cabinetry. 

Five designers on staff to serve your remodeling needs.

040623

The deadline for the 
2023 Finer Pointes art 
contest is Friday, April 
7.

The theme for the 
third annual contest is 
“Fresh Takes,” which 
invites artists to submit 
“fresh” art in the forms 
of photography, digital 
art and sneaker art. All 
submissions must be 
original and must have 
been created within the 
past year.

Photography can be 
captured on fi lm or digi-
tally, with a camera or 
smartphone.

As for sneaker art, art-
ists are encouraged to 
paint a pair of sneakers 
with an original design. 
High-durability acrylic 
paints are available in 

options specific to 
leather and fabrics.

Two prolifi c local art-
ists have been selected 
as judges.

Eric “El Cappy” Lowry, 
a Detroit-based and self-
taught artist, will judge 
the sneaker art portion 
of the contest. 

Photographer Joe 
Gall, aka Camera Jesus, 
will judge the photogra-
phy and digital art cate-
gory.

“Detroit artists El 
Cappy and Camera 
Jesus are incredible tal-
e n t s , ”  s a i d  M a r y 
Wysocki, of Paragon Art 
Col lect ive ,  contest 
administrator. “They 
will use that wealth of 
experience to assess 
contest entries and 

select winners for each 
category. We are thrilled 
and honored to have 
them on board for this 
year’s ‘Fresh Takes’ 
contest.”

For an entry fee of 
$25, artists may enter 
up to three pieces of 
original work. That fee 
is waived for 52-week 
subscribers to the 
Grosse Pointe News. 
Subscribers may email 
media@grossepointe-
news.com with their 
name and address to 
receive an entry code.

Final is ts  wi l l  be 
announced Fr iday, 
April 14, and contest 
w i n n e r s  w i l l  b e 
announced during a 
mid-May reception in 
Grosse Pointe.

Prizes will be awarded 
for the winner and one 
runner-up in each cate-
gory. An additional 
award will be presented 
in memory of the late 
Gretchen Valade.

Artists must be 18 or 
older to enter.

Complete rules may 
be found online at 
grossepointenews.com/
art/rules.

‘Fresh Takes’ art contest deadline nearing

Another year, another nomi-
nation. Maybe a win.

For the 11th year in a row, a 
rock band with ties to the 
Grosse Pointes is nominated 
for a Detroit Music Award.

Artificial Agent, featuring 
lead singer Derek Jendza of the 
Park, plus his brother and for-
mer resident, Bradley Jendza, 
on bass, learn during a cere-
mony starting 8 p.m. Sunday, 
April 23, if the 32nd annual 
Detroit Music Awards is their 
year to fi nally come out on top.

The show is livestreamed 
at  detroitmusicawards.
net/2023 by the Detroit Music 
Awards Foundation.

Artifi cial Agent is nominated 
in three categories:
◆ Outstanding Heavy/Hard 

Rock Artist or Group,
◆  Outstanding Rock 

Recording, “Pop Culture 
Disruptor” and
◆ Outstanding Anthology/

Compilation/Reissue: Various 
artists “WLLZ Motor City 
Rocks 2022” featuring Artifi cial 
Agent’s song, “Do You Love Me 
or What?”

T h e  b a n d ’ s  l i n e u p 
includes Mike Elgert on guitars 
and vocals and Karl Crafton on 
drums.

Artifi cial Agent has released 
five albums since 2011, the 
most recent, “Pop Culture 
Disruptor,” in 2022.

“We just shot a music video 

for ‘Pop Culture Disruptor,’” 
Derek Jendza said.

Among the video’s 1,200 
YouTube viewers, some com-
mented: “This album is a 
grower. Love you guys;” and 
“Great video — great song — 
great band You guys did 
good...”

“The vinyl edition of ‘Pop 
Culture Disrupters’ is out next 
week,” Jendza said.

Recording and marketing the 
record coincided with perform-
ing a show last December with 
ex-Kiss guitarist Ace Frehley at 
the Token Lounge in Westland.

“The show was packed; 
insane,” Jendza said. “You 
couldn’t move in the place. It 
was sold out. Standing room 
only, 800 people deep.”

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

This could be their year

Grosse Pointer Jackie 
Rybinski and her son, 
Max Rybinski, will com-
bine their artistic tal-
ents for an art show of 
metal sculpture and oil 
painting titled, “Heat 
and Light.”

Their work will be 
d i s p l a y e d  S u n d a y 
afternoons, from April 7 
to May 14, in the art 
ministry gallery at 
G r o s s e  P o i n t e 
Congregational Church, 
240 Chalfonte, Grosse 
Pointe Farms. 

A reception for the 
artists takes place from 
3 to 6 p.m. Sunday, 
April 16.

Max Rybinski, a 2013 
Grosse Pointe South 
High School graduate, 
discovered his sculpture 
talent while taking 
meta l  cut t ing  and 
welding courses at 
G o l i g h t l y  C a r e e r 
T e c h n i c a l  C e n t e r 
through South. His 
parents encouraged his 
talent by outfi tting their 
garage as a welding art 
studio. He uses scrap 
metal from his job at 
Saline Manufacturing to 
create artwork in his 

free time. 
Max Rybinski special-

izes in various mythical 
c rea tures ,  car toon 
characters and a variety 
of animals. Fellow metal 
workers and friends 
have commissioned 
many p ieces .  The 
Grosse Pointe Garden 
Club commissioned him 
to  create  a  re l ief 
sculpture of William 
Shakespeare’s face for a 
Shakespearean trial 
garden at The War 
Memorial. Photos of his 
commissioned pieces 
may be viewed at the 
show. 

Until recently, Jackie 
Rybinski was a regular 
volunteer with the 
Grosse Pointe Artists 
A s s o c i a t i o n ’ s  “ A 

Morning Out,” an art 
and conversation proj-
ect for seniors at The 
War Memorial. Those 
who were familiar with 
the Grosse Pointe Art 
Center when it was on 
Maryland, and later on 
K e r c h e v a l ,  w i l l 
remember her at sight 
as she helped with exhi-
bition planning, instal-
lation and receptions. 

Receiving a fi ne arts 
degree specializing in 
c e r a m i c s ,  J a c k i e 
Rybinski began to focus 
on painting — first 
watercolor and now oil 
painting — 20 years 
ago. Her paintings of 
d o w n t o w n  D e t r o i t 
scenes were given their 
own “mini solo” show 
on the Detroit Artists 

Market ’s  “Featured 
Artists Wall.” All of her 
pieces were sold.

During the April 16 
r e c e p t i o n ,  J a c k i e 
Rybinski’s older son, 

Leo Rybinski, will be 
joined by Nensi Bakiu 
— both are 2009 South 
g r a d u a t e s  —  a n d 
Bakiu’s mother, Anida 
Margariti, to entertain 
guests with a short 
musical performance. 
Bakiu and Margarita 
are a Grosse Pointe 
mother-and-daughter 
team who play for the 
G r o s s e  P o i n t e 
Symphony Orchestra, 
Dearborn Symphony 
Orchestra and various 
c h u r c h e s  d u r i n g 
holidays and special 
events.

Mother, son combine talents for art show
The details 
◆ What: “Heat and Light” — 
metal sculptures and oil paint-
ings
◆ Who: Max Rybinski and 
Jackie Rybinski
◆ When: Sunday afternoons, 
April 9 to May14 
◆ Where: Grosse Pointe 
Congregational Church’s art 
gallery, 240 Chalfonte, Grosse 
Pointe Farms 
◆ More: Reception for the art-
ists, 3 to 6 p.m. Sunday, April 
16, featuring art, music and re-
freshments

Nominated 
for three 32nd 
annual 
Detroit Music 
Awards is the 
heavy metal 
band 
Artifi cial 
Agent, with, 
from left, gui-
tarist Mike 
Elgert, lead 
singer Derek 
Jendza of 
Grosse Pointe 
Park, drum-
mer Karl 
Crafton and 
Bradley 
Jendza on 
bass.

PHOTO 
COURTESY OF 

ARTIFICIAL AGENT
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Fun kid activities that won’t cost a fortune

Grosse Pointe GabbyGrosse Pointe Gabby
The Pulse Of The PointesThe Pulse Of The Pointes

by Anna Lizer

Dear Gabby: I am out 
of ideas for things to do on 
a cold or rainy day with my 
children. All they want to 
do is be on their iPads, and 
frankly it’s easy to let them 
do that, but I don’t want to.

What can I do around 
town or at my house that 
takes up some time but 
isn’t rotting their little 
brains?   

— Losing it in the Park

Dear Losing It,

There are a lot of 
things to do with kids 
these days, but unfor-
tunately many of them 
are super expensive. 
So for that reason, I am 
going to suggest some 
things that are really 
close and won’t break 
the bank.

My first suggestion is 

Outdoor  Adventure 
Center (that is actually 
indoors) just a few 
minutes down the road 
in Detroit. This is the 
perfect place for kids 
aged 8 and under.

It’s $3 per person and 
the kids love it. From 
pretend fishing in a 
boat to nature to air-
planes, the kids will be 
occupied for hours.

You can learn a lot 
a b o u t  a n i m a l s  i n 
Michigan, and overall 
it’s a great place to 
visit (open Wednesday– 
Sunday). 

Next, I would recom-
mend hi t t ing  your 
library or Coreander’s 
Children’s Bookshoppe 
in Grosse Pointe Park. 
It’s great for all ages.

You can check out or 
purchase books that 

will suit you perfectly, 
because the librarians 
a n d  t h e  s t a f f  a t 
Coreander’s are abso-
lute experts and book 
matchmakers.

If you want to add a 
layer of fun, have a 
mission for your trip —
maybe everyone is 
going to get info on a 
particular subject and 
come up with an inven-
tion or small business 
idea.

F i n a l l y ,  a t - h o m e 
“Cake Wars” is always 
a fan favorite and is 
great  for kids and 
adults alike. Go to a 
local market and let 
them choose the cake 
mix and frosting of 
their choice — even 
some toppings.

Then they can come 
home and make it and 

either have a competi-
tion with each other or 
film their own cooking 
show (and later edit).

I f  a l l  e lse  fa i l s , 
there’s nothing like a 
h e a t e d  b a t t l e  o f 
Trouble, Uno, Connect 
4 or a bingo game with 
cash  pr izes  (each 
player  puts in $1 per 
game and the winner 
takes all).

Good luck with your 
children and just think 
— the weather will 
soon change and we’ll 
all be outside again!

— Gabby

W e  l o v e  p r o b l e m -
s o l v i n g  a n d  g i v i n g 
advice!  Please send us 
your questions & prob-
lems to advice@grosse
pointenews.com.

DEAR ABBY: My boy-
friend of three years 
wants me to move in 
with him. He’s a great 
guy. He’s loving and 

affectionate, kind and 
caring. We want the 
same things for our kids 
and have quite a few 
things in common. We 

enjoy playing sports, 
and we’re both foodies. 
He checks a lot of my 
boxes, so I know I’m 
ready for marriage. 

We both have kids. He 
has a 10-year-old girl; I 
have a 4-year-old boy. He 
has asked me multiple 
times to move in with 
him, but I’d like to be 
engaged or married 
before doing so. He 
wants us to live together 
first because my rela-
tionship with his daugh-
ter hasn’t flourished. 
He’d also like to build a 
trusting relationship 
with my son, which I 
understand and find 
equally important. 

He says we must live 
together before he pro-
poses to me because we 
need to work on our 
fi nances and careers, etc. 
He has now given me an 
ultimatum — either I 
move in, or he moves on. 
What am I to do? Am I 
asking for too much? —
COERCED IN FLORIDA 

DEAR COERCED: I 
don’t think it’s too much to 
want a commitment from 
your loving, affectionate, 
rigid and controlling boy-

friend before moving in 
with him. “Move in or I’m 
dumping you” doesn’t 
seem particularly “loving” 
to me -- it seems more like 
emotional blackmail. 

Tell him you have con-
cerns because your rela-
tionship with his daughter 
— after three years —
“hasn’t fl ourished.” Does 
she live with him? Things 
won’t improve if your pres-
ence is forced on her. 
From where I sit, it appears 
he wants to “try you on for 
size” with absolutely no 
commitment on his part. If 
you do what he’s demand-
ing, there is no guarantee 
he will ever propose mar-
riage. Move on.

DEAR ABBY: I’m a 
retired married man. 
My sister, who is four 
years younger, was 
recently widowed. She 
was married for a long 
time to an abusive alco-
holic who eventually 
drank himself to death. 
Sometime later, she 
married a friend of hers 
who I suspect was also 
abusive. He died a year 
ago, leaving her with 
almost nothing. 

Because of differ-

ences in our political 
and spiritual beliefs, 
my sister and I are not 
close. She tends to be 
very defensive in con-
versation and emails. 
However, my wife and I 
have been thinking 
we’d like to give her 
something monetarily 
so she could be more 
comfortable. It wouldn’t 
be a single gift on our 
part, or a large amount. 
We feel it would be best 
if given on a weekly or 
monthly basis. 

H o w  s h o u l d  I 
approach my sister 
about it?

There wil l  be no 
strings attached, just a 
regularly given amount 
to do with however she 
wants. Any thoughts 
you have would be 
greatly appreciated. —
NOT CLOSE, BUT 
CARING.

DEAR NOT CLOSE: If 
You are caring, thoughtful 
and generous. It is a shame 
that political differences 
have driven a wedge 
between you and your sis-
ter. Because she “tends to 
be defensive” when the 
two of you make contact, 

ask your attorney to write 
her a letter explaining that 
you and your wife are 
doing some “estate plan-
ning” and you wish to give 
her a certain sum of money 
each week (or month) to 
use as she wishes.

If she’s interested, she 
should contact the attor-
ney so the arrangements 
can be made.

DEAR ABBY:  My 
boyfriend of two years 
and I just bought our 
first house. It is truly 
magical — everything 
we’ve ever wanted. We 
plan to live together for 
another  two years 
before getting engaged 
or married. 

My parents and his 
parents have met only 
once. We’ll be having 
our  housewarming 
party soon and I am SO 
nervous! His family has 
a drama problem and 
so does mine. His sis-
ters and father don’t 
get  along with his 
mother due to prob-
lems that happened 
years ago. There are a 
few sticky situations on

See DEAR ABBY, page 3C

Boyfriend issues 
ultimatum to girl-
friend and her son

5 Out Of 5

For a while now, I’ve 
wanted to add more 
greens into my diet. I’m 
embarrassed to admit I 
eat more grilled cheese 
scraps off of kids’ plates 

than I do salads or any-
thing green for that mat-
ter. Defi nitely not good! 

The fi rst step in editing 
my food routine was add-
ing greens into one extra 

meal per day. I usually 
have vegetables with din-
ner, but adding some veg-
gies with lunch has helped 
increase my overal l 
greens intake.

Step two was research-
ing a bunch of different 
greens supplement pow-
ders to see if there was 
something I could add to 
my diet on a daily basis. 

I  r e c e n t l y  t r i e d 
Athletic Greens pow-
der, the greens powder 
that includes minerals, 
v i tamins  and whole-
food sourced nutrients, 
but the taste was so ter-
rible I  wasn’t able to 
make it a habit. I tried 
f o r  m a n y  d a y s  a n d 
couldn’t stomach it.

This same situation 
happened with a few dif-
ferent powders. I don’t 
typically see myself as a 
picky eater, but there was 
nothing enjoyable about 
drinking any of these 
powders. 

One of my friends 
shared with me a few 
sticks of BetterDays Co 

greens powder. This com-
pany sells caffeinated 
greens powder and decaf-
feinated powder. They 
come in single-serving 
tubes so they are easy to 
pour into a glass of water.

I mixed the peach lime-
ade caffeinated greens 
powder into a glass of ice 
water first thing in the 
morning and was immedi-
ately hooked. 

This drink tastes really 
good! There are dozens of 
different flavors to try, 
but I personally love 
peach limeade. It tastes 
like lemonade and doesn’t 
have a strange texture.

The powder mixes 
really well with water and 
doesn’t have a chalky res-
idue. I look forward to 
drinking it every morn-
ing, so I’ve been able to 
incorporate BetterDays 
Co greens powder into my 
morning routine. 

The powder is packed 
with healthy ingredients. 
Each stick contains broc-
coli sprout concentrate, 
onion extract, tomato, 

carrot, spinach, kale, 
Brussels sprout, alfalfa 
leaf, barley grass whole 
leaf, oat grass, wheat 
grass, chlorella, spirulina, 
apple cider vinegar, 
apple, cranberry, blue-
berry and a digestive 
enzyme blend to help sup-
port immune function. 

I can’t say enough great 
things about BetterDays 
Co! Every fl avor of their 
greens powder tastes 
delicious and provides 
wonderful health ben-
efits. I am giving this 
product 5 out of 5 alliga-

tors, because I love know-
ing that I get my daily 
serving of vegetables and 
I enjoy drinking it every 
day.

We LOVE testing out 
new things! Tell us about 
your favorite item or 
something you want us 
to try for you! Drop us a 
line at media@grossepoin-
tenews.com.

Dear Abby
by Abigail Van Buren



This is a family recipe 
that makes me drool just 
writing about it. I love 
lamb and I have always 
wanted my kids to love 
lamb. My uncle showed 
us the way to make that 
happen.

This is such a special 
occasion treat. It’s a very 
fl avorful marinade with 
lots of garlic, ginger and 
lemon juice that tender-
izes the meat. An abun-
dance of spices are 
incorporated and then 
it’s grilled to perfection.

I like to serve it with a 
side of pita bread, 
tzatziki and coleslaw. It 
may not be the tradi-
tional ham and potato 
dinner for Easter but it’s 
fun to change it up, espe-
cially if you’re hosting.

Get out there and grill 
this spring. This recipe is 
perfect for a crowd. 
However, plan ahead 
and get the lamb mari-
nating the night before.

Cheers, Mombeau 

Pat and Peter’s 
Marinated Lamb

1 6lb boneless leg of 
lamb

Trim about ¾ lb of fat 
off the top of the lamb, 
using a sharp knife. This 
will prevent fl are ups on 
the grill.

Cut the meat into 10 
pieces. You can butterfl y 
any larger pieces, which 
means cut through the 
middle of large pieces 
but not all the way. You 

just want to cut the meat 
to make it thinner and 
spread it out.

Divide the meat into 
two freezer bags and 
cover each with the mar-
inade (recipe below) 
that has also been 
divided in half. Marinate 
for at least four hours, 
overnight is best. 

Grill on medium to 
high heat for 15-20 mins 
or until the internal 
temperature is 145-155 
degrees. 

Marinade

2 onions, roughly 
chopped

5-7 garlic cloves

4 tbsp ginger

2/3 cup lemon juice

1 tsp each, cumin, 
coriander, turmeric

¼ tsp each, nutmeg, 

c innamon ,  g round 
cloves

1 cup olive oil

2 ½ tsp salt

1 tsp pepper

Cayenne to taste

Mix in blender until 
smooth.
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my side as well. 
I want my boyfriend 

to be able to invite his 
mother, but if we do, 
half of his family won’t 
show up.  And I ’m 
super nervous about 
the rest of his family 
meet ing mine.  Our 
family members hold 
grudges. What should 

we do? — NERVOUS IN 
INDIANA

DEAR NERVOUS: You 
are not responsible for 
the behavior of your 
extended family mem-
bers. Accept that you 
can’t please everyone in 
a family that clings to 
grudges.

Invi te  whom you 
wish to your house-
warming. If some folks 
choose to leave or skip 

the event, that’s their 
choice and their loss. 
In your home, you 
s h o u l d  e n t e r t a i n 
whomever you want.

Dear Abby is written by 
Abigail Van Buren, also 
known as Jeanne Phillips, 
and was founded by her 
mother, Pauline Phillips. 
Contact Dear Abby at 
www.DearAbby.com or 
P.O. Box 69440, Los 
Angeles, CA 90069.

Wine lore says that 
the cork, which comes 
from the bark of the 
cork oak tree, may first 
have been used to seal 
wine bottles by the 
Benedictine monk Dom 
Perignon, replacing 
wooden stoppers in 
about 1670.

This advance then led 
to the development of 
literally dozens of gad-
gets designed to remove 
them from bottles.

The corkscrew is just 
one of numerous wine 
paraphernalia that have 
been developed in the 
last three and a half 
centuries that purport 
to make it easier for 
consumers to enjoy a 
simple bottle of char-
donnay or zinfandel.

All corkscrews work 
about the same way, but 
the best are those helix 
contraptions that are 
hollow in the middle, all 
of which are intended 
to drive through the 
cork, grabbing it from 
the inside and allowing 
the consumer to with-
draw the cork. The best 
are Teflon-coated.

Single-piece flanged 
corkscrews work for 

most young wines but 
can be a disaster for 
older wines whose nat-
ural corks have begun 
to degrade. 

A clever alternative to 
the helix is the two-
pronged  invent ion 
called the Ah-So, which 
works by pushing the 
longer prong down 
inside between the 
glass of the bottle and 
the cork, then putting 
the other prong into the 
opposite side of the bot-
tle. When it is rocked 
back and forth and is all 
the way seated, touch-
ing the cork, a careful 
twisting motion will 
remove the cork.

Another gadget that 
works reasonably well 
is the pneumatic pump. 

A sharp needle with a 
hole in the bottom is 
inserted all the way 
through the cork. Then 
gas or air are injected 
into the bottle below 
the cork. The air or gas 
pushes the cork out of 
the bottle.

If a cork should fall 
into the wine bottle, 
one gadget has been 
invented to  pul l  i t 
back out, using a thin 

blade with a hook at 
the bottom.

Keeping white and 
rose wine chilled with-
out having to keep them 
in a refrigerator is done 
by various means, and 
s e v e r a l  e x p e n s i v e 
decanters have been 
invented that may be 
kept in a freezer. 
Between the outer and 
inner walls of  the 
decanter is a liquid that 
stays below freezing 
temperature without 
actually freezing.

The consumer pours 
the wine into the 
decanter and the liquid 
stays quite cold for at 
least an hour.

Alternatively, and for 
far less money, plastic 
ice cubes filled with 
water may be pur-
chased and kept frozen 
in a freezer. Two or 
three of them will keep 
a glass of wine rela-
tively cold until it is 
consumed.

Recorking a wine 
using the original cork 
is best done using a can 
of inert gas sprayed 
into the bottle, such as 
a product called Private 
Preserve.

Using the original 
cork for resealing occa-
sionally isn’t a solution, 
especially if the cork 
expands so much that 
getting it back into the 
bott le  is  a  chore. 
Synthetic plugs specifi-
cally made for wine bot-
tles are easily found in 
fine wine stores, as are 
plastic pouring spouts 
that have twist closures.

Sparkling wines that 
still have a few ounces 
left may be resealed 
with spring-loaded steel 
plugs intended to keep 
the effervescence from 
dissipating. They run 
about $10 each. For 
about half that, small 
plastic/rubber resealers 
that expand at the bot-
tom after a lever is 
depressed work well.

To keep wine bottles 
horizontal so the cork 
stays moist and can’t 
dry out, all kinds of 
wine racks are avail-
able including wooden 
cubes (such as the 
1 2 - i n c h - b y - 1 2 - i n c h 

ones so widely seen 
stacked on top of one 
another). 

Elaborate, expensive 
wine bottle refrigera-
tors or storage cabinets 
are designed to keep 
wine bottles at the 
proper temperature for 
decades, but they cost a 
lot and often entail use 
of electricity. If you 
have an extra closet, a 
small wine “cellar” that 
can be kept cool year-
round may well suit 
most consumers’ needs.

No wine of the week.  

To fi nd out more about 
Dan Berger, visit the 
Creators Syndicate web-
page at www.creators.com.

Happy Hour Tuesday through Friday 3PM - 5PM
LUNCH Tuesday - Friday 11:30AM - 3:00PM

CALL FOR SHOW TIMES AND RESERVATIONS

(313) 882-5299 
97 KERCHEVAL, GROSSE POINTE FARMS, MI 48236

DIRTYDOGJAZZ.COM

Open for Lunch
Tue. - Fri. 11:30 - 3PM

RESERVATIONS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED
Upscale Dining & Jazz Favorites! 

040623

-TUESDAYS-
1 SEATING: 6:00PM-8:00PM (Ron English plays from 6:30PM-8:00PM)

-WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY-
1SEATING: 6:00PM-8:30PM (Performer plays from 7:00PM-8:30PM)

-FRIDAY & SATURDAY- 2 Seatings each night
1st SEATING: 6:00PM-8:00PM (Performer plays from 6:30PM-7:30PM)

2nd SEATING: 8:30PM-10:30PM (Performer plays from 9:00PM-10:00PM

BEST
BEST

of the

20        22

JOURNEYSJOURNEYS
JAZZ-FUNK-FUSION

April 5 and 
April 6

GENE DUNLAPGENE DUNLAP
JAZZ DRUMMER

April 12 through
April 15

DAVE BENNETTDAVE BENNETT
JAZZ CLAIRNET

April 19 through
April 22

EUGENIE JONESEUGENIE JONES
JAZZ VOCALIST

April 7 and 
April 8

DEAR ABBY:
Continued from page 2C

Courtesy of Mombeau’s Table
A Sunday lamb

Wine  Talk
by Dan Bergerby Dan Berger

Wine gadgets
Best

BURGERS IN TOWN!

040623

FRIDAYFRIDAY
FISHFISH

TACOSTACOS

yKennedy’s

EST. 
1980

LENTEN DINNERS
Yellow Belly

 • PERCH DINNER• PERCH DINNER
 • COD DINNER• COD DINNER
 • SHRIMP DINNER • SHRIMP DINNER

ALL DINNERS INCLUDE
fries, cole slaw or salad and a warm roll

CALL for CARRY-OUTCALL for CARRY-OUT
18666 Mack Ave., Grosse Pointe Farms

313-881-5675
SEE 

MENU

Check us out onCheck us out on
Doordash, Grubhub Doordash, Grubhub 

and UberEatsand UberEats

BEST
BEST

of the

20        22

Best
BURGERS IN TOWN!BURGERS IN TOWN!

04
06

23
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Claudia Karvan, Noni Hazlehurst and Stephen 
Curry. 

MOVIE REVIEW
“June Again”

2020 - Not Rated
1 hr 39min
★★★★✩

Opals aren’t the only 
gems that hail from 
Australia. It also happens 
to produce some beauti-
ful screen gems as well. 
I’ve reviewed several of 
them over the years 

including “H is for 
H a p p i n e s s , ”  “ T h e 
Taverna,” and “Hey Hey 
It’s Esther Blueburger.”

As I’ve mentioned in 
the past, fi lms from Down 
Under often get short 
shrift, in my opinion. 
“June Again” is another 
noteworthy movie from 
that fair land. It deals 
with a tough subject —
dementia.

As someone who’s had 
fi rsthand experience with 
the effects the disease 
can have on a family, I 
know it’s not an easy 
topic to grapple with. But 
this fi lm handled it in a 
sensitive and thought-
provoking way. 

This is the fi rst feature 
length offering from 
w r i t e r / d i r e c t o r  J J 
Winlove, and what a 

remarkable fi lm it is. It 
deals not only with 
dementia, but family 
dynamics, love and loss, 
and much more in a well-
crafted and thoroughly 
believable movie. It 
packs an emotional 
punch as well. 

We first meet June 
(Noni Hazelhurst) in an 
adult nursing facility. She 
suffers from dementia, as 
a result of several strokes 
and has been pretty much 
out of it for fi ve years.

A series of tests involv-
ing memory and recogni-
tion are given to her, and 
she gets agitated when 
she fails. When 
her daughter 
Ginny (Claudia 
Karvan) visits 
her, she has no 
idea who she is. 
It’s easy to relate 
to  the utter 
despair she must 
be feeling. 

June tries to 
escape, and when 
she asks the 
attending nurse 
for the door code, 
he freely gives it 
to her, knowing she’ll for-
get it the second she turns 
around. Which as pre-
dicted, she does.

However, the next 
day, the seemingly 
impossible takes place. 
Her memory miracu-
lously returns, and she is 
transformed back into 
her old self.This time, 
she remembers the code 

and successfully makes 
a break for it.

A sympathetic cabbie 
then gives her a lift to 
her old home, which she 
discovers has been sold 
and is now occupied by 
a new family.

While this recovery 
seems implausible, I’ve 
read that it actually does 
occur in rare instances. 
June’s family is warned 
that although she has 
returned to normal, not to 
expect it to last for long, 
and to brace themselves 
for her inevitable return 
back to her more recent 
state of mind. 

After June returns to 
her pre-dementia state, 
things get wild. She is not 
only the family matri-
arch, she’s a human 
dynamo as well.

She discovers her son 
Devon (Stephen Curry) 
has not lived up to her 
expectations. He was the 
apple of her eye and she 
had high hopes for him. 

However he has a menial 
job, which she manages 
to get him fi red from. 

Then it’s on to her 
daughter Ginny. The 
family owned a high-end 
wallpaper company. Over 
the fi ve years when June 
was out of it, the com-
pany had been reduced to 
selling cheaply made 
products, which she’s 
absolutely appalled 

about. You can tell 
what a strained 
relationship June 
and Ginny had, 
because as soon 
as the old June 
r e t u r n s ,  t h e i r 
f i gh t ing  p i cks 
back up as  i f 
nothing had hap-
pened. Naturally 
the two women 
are more alike 
than they’d admit, 
which explains 
their adversarial 

re lat ionship.  Whi le 
Devon can  do  no 
wrong, Ginny appar-
ently can do no right, 
in her mother’s eyes. 

What makes this such 
an engaging fi lm is the 
strong writing and story-
line, plus the actors are 
all so natural, you really 

Movie Junkie Mark
by Mark Domin

Sensory Friendly Performance
Th e 1 p.m. performance on Saturday, April 22

will be a Sensory Friendly Performance.
Sensory-friendly performances are designed to create a welcoming and

comfortable arts experience for people with autism, sensory sensitivities,
or social, learning or cognitive disabilities.

Th is performance is also perfect for young, fi rst-time theatre goers.

•  Ticket price of $15 for adults
$10 for students (with fees)

•  Advanced social narrative
with pictures

•  House lights will remain on
•   Reduced special eff ects

and lighting
•  Reduced sound levels

•  Ability to move around as needed
•  Quiet space in the lobby
•  Personal headphones,

cushions or fi dget welcome
•  Complementary

allergy-free snacks
•    Visual schedule and simplifi ed

synopsis available at performance

www.gpt.org/sensory
GPT’s Sensory-Friendly series is graciously supported by a grant from the Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Foundation.

Grosse Pointe Theatre’s - YOUTH ON STAGE
presents

        April 21-23, 2023
Pierce Middle School Auditorium

15430 Kercheval  Ave, Grosse Pointe Park, MI 48230

The Little Mermaid, Jr. is 
generously sponsored by

the John A. and Marlene L.
Boll Foundation

Disney’s The Little Mermaid is presented through special arrangement with
Music Theatre International (MTI). All Authorized performance materials, are also supplied by MTI.

www.mtishows.com

15151 430 Kercrcrcheh val AAAvev , Grosseee PPPoioio nte Parkrkk,,, ,,,, MIMIMI 44482828230300

DDDDDDiDiDisDisD sDisDDisDisDisDisisDiisDisDisDisDisDisDD sneyneyneynnneyeyeyeeyeyyneyeyeyeyeneyeyneyneyyyy’’’’’s’’s’sssss s s TThThThheheTheThThheThThheThTThT e LiLiLiLittlttlttlttle MMMMMe Me Me erermermermermermmaidaidaidaid iisisis prprpreseeseese tntentented td td td thhrohrohro hughughugh spspsp iiecieci lalalal arrarrarranangangemeemeeemee tnttntntntnt ittwittwitwithhhhhhh

For Tickets - gpt.org/mermaid or call 313-881-4004
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For this performance we will off er:

THE HIT BROADWAY MUSICAL

MAY 9-14  ·  FISHER THEATRE
BROADWAYINDETROIT.COM

GROUPS (10+): BROADWAYINDETROIT.COM/GROUPSALES
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                                                 PHOTOS COURTESY OF HEADGEAR FILMS IN ASSOCIATION WITH KREO FILMS FZ

Left, Noni Hazlehurst as June, Claudia Karvan as Ginny and Stephen Curry 
as Devon in the movie “June Again,” written and directed by JJ Winlove.

Noni Hazlehurst and Claudia Karvan. See JUNE AGAIN, page 7 
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Noni Hazlehurst as June.

get a sense of family.
While the film could 

have been reduced to ste-
reotypes and corny 
scenes, it’s ultimately 
very believable.

During the course of 
the fi lm, there’s a bit of 
foreboding that it’s all 
going to come crashing 
down and June’s demen-
tia is going to return. And 
the inevitable is handled 
in a calm, quiet manner. 
There’s also a sweet 
unexpected surprise end-
ing to this wonderful, 
heartfelt movie. 

Note to parents: 
The movie is not rated 
but I don’t think 
there’s anything 
objectionable in it 
except some for 
minor swearing. 

Currently stream-
ing for free on Hoopla.
com and Kanopy.com 
(with your library 
card) and Tubi. Also 
on Plex, Pluto TV, 

Prime Video and other 
services. 

My rating system:

★ A real stinker. A 
movie that is so bad,
you’re embarrassed to 
admit you’ve seen it, 
but you have to rate it 
nonetheless. 

★★ So-so. Not a total 
waste of time, but you 
would have been better 
off reading a good book. 

★★★ Pretty good. In
fact, if there weren’t 
any other movies in 
your queue, you might 
watch it again.

★★★★ One you’d
recommend to friends.

★★★★★ So good
you’d actually go out 
and buy it! 

About this column:
My main focus is on

films that I feel have 
gone under the radar 
a n d  d e s e r v e  m o r e 
recognition.

They include both 
mainstream and indie 
films streaming on ser-
v ices  l ike  Net f l ix , 
Hoopla, and Kanopy. 
I’ll also review note-
worthy new theatrical 
releases as well.

For movie trailers, 
visit youtube.com.

If you have any 
suggest ions,  feel 
free to email me at: 
dominmark@yahoo.
com. 

Also,  i f  you’re 
looking for more 
recommendations, 
be sure to check out 
my blog: moviejunk-
i e m a r k . b l o g s p o t .
com.

Moon Alert: Caution! 
Avoid shopping or major 
decisions after 8:30 a.m. 
EDT today (after 5:30 a.m. 
PDT). The Moon is in 
Libra.

Happy Birthday for 
Thursday, April 6, 2023:

You are charismatic. 
It’s important to surround 
yourself with positive-
minded people, because 
you are very loyal to your 
friends. This is an excel-
lent year. You will get rec-
ognized for past efforts. 
You might get a raise, a 
promotion, an award —
some kind of acknowl-
edgement. Bravo! 

ARIES
(March 21-April 19)

Do be careful, because 
this is a loosey-goosey 
day. The entire day is a 
Moon Alert ,  which 
means it’s a poor time to 
make important deci-
sions or to shop for any-
thing other than food or 
gas. Definitely do not 
commit to anything with 
a partner or close friend. 
Just coast. Tonight: 
Check your fi nances.

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)

This will be a chal-
lenging day at work for 
you because it is a Moon 
Alert all day. Expect 
shortages and a vague 
sense of confusion. 
Don’t volunteer for any-
thing. Don’t initiate any-
thing important. Just 
carry on as usual. Wait 
until tomorrow to order 
suppl ies  or  spend 
m o n e y .  T o n i g h t : 
Cooperate.

GEMINI
(May 21-June 20)

This is a very creative 
day for you! Although it’s 
a loosey-goosey day for 
almost everyone, for your 
sign, because it’s easy for 
you to think outside the 
box, you will dream up 
creative concepts and be 
very imaginative. It’s also 
a great day to party and 
schmooze! Tonight: Get 
organized.

CANCER
(June 21-July 22)

If you can, this is the per-
fect day to play hooky and 
stay at home and watch 
daytime TV or indulge in 
your favorite guilty plea-
sure. It’s a poor day for 
important decisions. It’s a 
poor day to spend money 
on anything other than 
food and gas. Do not agree 
to anything important. 
Tonight: Socialize!

LEO
(July 23-Aug. 22)

Your impulse today will 
be to keep a busy pace, run 
errands and meet people 
and handle appointments. 
However, this is a poor day 
for decisions of any kind. It’s 
a poor day to shop (except 
for food and gas). Don’t 
commit to anything. 
Forewarned is forearmed. 
Tonight: Relax at home.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

Right now, you have a 
stronger than usual focus 
on money, cash flow, 
shared property, wills and 
inheritances. Nevertheless, 
because today there is a 
Moon Alert happening for 
the entire day, avoid impor-
tant fi nancial decisions. If 
shopping, restrict your 
spending to food and gas. 
Tonight: Conversations.

LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

Be careful today. 
Because the Moon is in 
your sign, you will tend to 
be more emotional than 
usual. You might overre-
act. Meanwhile, all of 
today is a Moon Alert, 
which means avoid impor-
tant decisions and restrict 
your spending to food and 
gas. Be aware of this to 
avoid headaches later. 
Tonight: Money issues.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

This is the perfect day to 
keep a low profi le and seek 
solitude if you can arrange 
it. If not, be careful at work. 
Keep your head down and 
your powder dry. It’s a 
Moon Alert all day, which 

means avoid important 
decisions and spending 
money. (Except for food.) 
Tonight: You’re in charge.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

This is a playful, social 
day for you. Enjoy the 
company of others. Enjoy 
artistic and creative 
adventures. Be careful 
about going overboard, 
especially spending 
money. Enjoy socializing 
but avoid important deci-
sions and shopping. 
Commit to nothing. 
Tonight: Solitude.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

Do not volunteer for 
anything today, because 
today is a Moon Alert. 
You are high-viz, and 
very likely, someone 
might approach you to 
ask you to do some-
thing. Try to deflect this 
if you can and give 
them your response 
tomorrow. Tonight: 
Enjoy friends.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

This might be a busy 
day with short trips and 
appointments. Expect 
shortages, delays and 
misunders tand ings . 
Avoid important deci-
sions. Don’t volunteer 
for anything. Restrict 
spending to food and 
gas, because it’s a Moon 
Alert all day. Be smart. 
Tonight: You’re noticed.

PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20)

This is a tricky day 
because it is a Moon 
Alert all day, which 
means avoid shopping 
except for food and gas. 
Never the less ,  your 
focus is on money, cash 
f low and earnings. 
Avoid important deci-
sions. Tread carefully! 
Tonight: Explore!

BORN TODAY
Actress Peyton List (1998), 

actor Miguel Angel Silvestre 
(1982), actor Paul Rudd 
(1969).

Weekly HoroscopesWeekly HoroscopesWeekly Horoscopes
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Contract BridgeContract Bridge
DELICATE HANDLING

Although bridge often requires strict 
adherence to stringent rules, it occa-
sionally does allow for some truly cre-
ative opportunities. As a case in point, 
consider this deal from a national 
championship many years ago.

South was Dick Freeman, at the time 
a young Washington, D.C., expert 
who was also one of the original Quiz 
Kids of radio fame. For Freeman, how 
best to handle the South hand was a 
test of psychology as well as skill. 
His concern was how to reach the best 
final contract without revealing too 

much to the opponents about what he 
actually had.

He started, modestly enough, with 
one heart. Over West’s double, North 
bid three diamonds, denoting a long 
suit in a weak hand. After East dou-
bled, Freeman “retreated” to three 
hearts, confident that the auction 
would not die there because both 
opponents were bidding strongly.

As expected, the bidding contin-
ued, with East raising three spades to 
four. At this point, Freeman made the 
imaginative bid of five diamonds. It 
was a well-reasoned choice, showing 
great faith in his partner.

This bid could not be construed 
as an attempt to play in diamonds 
because Freeman had earlier refused 
to play in three diamonds doubled. 
Consequently, it would make no 
sense that he would now want to play 
in five diamonds.

The message transmitted to North, 
therefore, was that if West eventually 
became declarer in a spade contract, 
Freeman wanted a diamond lead. 
An initial diamond lead against five 
spades doubled would have produced 
a three-trick set for plus 800.

As it happened, this creative bid 
went to waste when West elected to 
double five hearts instead at his next 
turn. Freeman made the contract eas-
ily for a score of plus 650, but the 
result was anticlimactic.

©2023 King Features Syndicate Inc.

by Steve Becker

                                              PHOTOS COURTESY OF HEADGEAR FILMS IN ASSOCIATION WITH KREO FILMS FZ

Left, Noni Hazlehurst as June, Stephen Curry as Devon and Claudia Karvan 
as Ginny.

JUNE AGAIN:
Continued from page 4C
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THURSDAY, APRIL 6 

 » ArtLab: Slap Bracelets  
Ewald Branch, 
4:30-5:30 p.m. 
15175 E Jefferson
  

 » Journeys   
Dirty Dog Jazz Cafe, 
6-8:30 p.m.
97 Kercheval. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 7 

 » Eugenie Jones   
Dirty Dog Jazz Cafe, 
97 Kercheval. 
 

 » “HOP” Down the 
Avenue!
Avenue-in-the-Woods

SATURDAY, APRIL 8 

 » Calligraphy 
Saturdays  
Ewald Branch, 
9:30-10:30 a.m.
15175 E Jefferson
 

 » Eugenie Jones   
Dirty Dog Jazz Cafe, 
6-8 p.m.
97 Kercheval. 

 

 » On Writing Well: 
Creative Non-Fiction  
Ewald Branch, 
3-4:30 p.m.
15175 E Jefferson

SUNDAY, APRIL 9 

 » Easter  

MONDAY, APRIL 10 

 » Blues Jam 
The Cadieux Cafe, 
8-11 p.m.
4300 Cadieux Rd.. 
 

 » Capturing the 
Moment 
Photography 
Workshops  
Ewald Branch,6:30-8 p.m. 
15175 E Jefferson
 

 » Girls Reading  
Ewald Branch, 7-8 p.m.
15175 E Jefferson 

TUESDAY, APRIL 11 

 » 7th & 8th Grade 
Book Group  
Ewald Branch, 7-8:30 p.m.
15175 E Jefferson

 » Middle School Book 
Group - 7th/8th  
Ewald Branch, 7-8 p.m.
15175 E Jefferson

 » Read, Rhyme & Play  
Ewald Branch, 10:30-11 a.m.
15175 E Jefferson
  

 » Tuesday Night Book 
Discussion  
Ewald Branch, 7-8 p.m.
15175 E Jefferson 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12 

 » Appy Hour  
Ewald Branch, 3-4 p.m.
 15175 E Jefferson
 

 » Music Jam
Cabbage Patch Saloon, 
9:30-11 p.m.
15130 Mack Ave. 
 

 » Science Fiction Book 
Club  
Woods Branch, 7-8 p.m.
20680 Mack Ave. 
 

 » Teen Creativity Circle: 
Thumbprint Art  
Woods Branch, 3-5 p.m.
20680 Mack Ave. 

Check out the online calendar on our website
for more details & registration links



Garfield                                                                       Jim Davis
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Beetle Bailey                                          Greg, Brian, Neal and Mort Walker

Flying McCoys           Glenn McCoyZiggy                          Tom Wilson

Wizard of Id       Created by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart. Currently by Mason Mastroianni

Andy Capp                                                                 Reg Smythe 

© 2023 by Andrews McMeel Syndication 3/30 Solution

Complete the
grid so every row,
column and 3 x 3
box contains
every digit from
1 to 9 inclusively.

Previous puzzle
solution

U N I V E R S A L
Sudoku Puzzle

4/6

Blondie                                                                     Chris and Dean Young
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Family Circus                                        Bill and Jeff Keane

“Do we HAFTA say grace just
for stew?”

©2023 Bill Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

Universal Crossword

© 2023 by Andrews McMeel Universal
www.upuzzles.com

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER

Edited by David Steinberg April 6, 2023

3/30 Solution

Legally Binding by Susan Gelfand4/6

ACROSS
1 Utter non-

sense
6 Colombo, 

___ Lanka
9 Phone 

downloads
13 Support 

staff
14 Words of 

confidence
15 In ___ of
16 Porsche 

911s, for 
example

18 Decked out
19 Documentary 

maker Burns
20 Bronte’s 

Jane
21 Laughs 

loudly
22 Spacious 

bag
25 Orchard 

pest
27 S’poses
30 Rank above 

cpl.
31 Egg-

producing 
gland

32 Ibsen’s “___ 
Gabler”

35 Cow sound
38 Lawyers’ 

groups, or 
a hint to the 
word that 
can follow 
the starts 
and precede 
the ends 
of 16-, 25-, 
47- and 
60-Across

41 Half and half
42 Commotions
43 Media mogul 

Winfrey
44 Portable bed

45 Card game 
with melds

47 Where to 
see saws

52 French fries 
or coleslaw, 
e.g.

53 Wide 
assortment

54 Tidy
56 Corp. money 

manager
59 Tractor 

trailers
60 Keyboardist’s 

seat
63 Cleaner on 

a dish, in 
two ways

64 Broadway 
award

65 Actress Sink 
of “Stranger 
Things”

66 Quaint hotels
67 Picnic 

colonist
68 Skaters’ 

jumps
DOWN
1 Job at hand
2 Ready to 

harvest
3 “Whatever”
4 For each
5 Superlative 

suffix
6 Neck wrap
7 Less 

common
8 Useful 

connections
9 “Little 

Women” 
author

10 Seasoned 
rice dish

11 Oyster’s 
offering

12 Full of 
bubbles

14 Like some 
slippery 
roads

17 Spotted
21 Tubular 

pasta
23 Gumbo 

vegetable
24 1995 

film that 
introduced 
Buzz 
Lightyear

26 Fed. food 
inspector

27 Lead-in to 
“call”

28 “Dear ___ 
Hansen”

29 Like 
racehorses’ 
hooves

33 Green 
starter?

34 ___ jockey
35 Where E is .
36 Watchable 

by
37 Workplace 

safety grp.

39 San Diego 
Padres 
slugger Juan

40 Apple tablet
44 Necklace 

fasteners
46 On the 

subject of
47 Anklebones
48 Celestial 

hunter
49 Instrument 

with pipes
50 Bermuda 

or brown 
vegetable

51 Intended
55 Whichever
57 Aluminum 

wrap
58 Soccer 

stadium 
shouts

60 School grp. 
for adults

61 Agcy. that 
issues 
nine-digit IDs

62 Purchase 
price add-on

4/6

Popeye                                                                    Bud Sagendorf
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Over The Hedge                                              Michael Fry and T. Lewis

F Minus                                                                             Tony Carrilo
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Reality Check          Dave Whamond Bizarro             Dan Piraro and Wayno

Hagar The Horrible                                      Dik Browne and Chris Browne

Wumo                                                Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler 

B.C.                                                     Johnny Hart and Mason Mastroianni 
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Peanuts                                                                                                                                               Charles M. Schulz
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Carpe Diem                                                            Niklas Eriksson

“Sorry, but there is no Guinness World Record
for the number of squirrels treed in an hour.”

The Lockhorns                Bill Hoest, Bunny Hoest and John Reiner

Dennis the Menace  Ron Ferdinand and Marcus Hamilton
Hank Ketchum, Scott Ketchum,
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Close To Home                                    John McPherson

Crankshaft                                                           Tom Batiuk and Dan Davis

©
 2

02
2 

by
 M

ed
iag

ra
ph

ics
, I

nc
. D

ist
. b

y N
or

th
 A

me
ric

a 
Sy

nd
ica

te

cr
an

ks
ha

ftc
om

ic.
co

m/
bo

ok
s

Crock                                                      Created by Bill Rechin and Brant Parker 

©
 2022 by North America Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

Marmaduke                                    Paul & Brad Anderson

Mother Goose and Grim                                             Mike Peters

“I  SAID  I  WANTED  A  PHONE  WHERE  I  CAN  TALK  ALL
DAY  AND  NEVER  HAVE  TO  CHARGE  THE  BATTERY.”

“EVERYTHING  I  SAID... MOM  HELD  AGAINST  ME!”

“Hurry! HURRY!!”
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"WHEN I S AY TO A"WHEN I S AY TO A
PAR ENT ,P A R ENT ,

' R E AD TO A CH I LD , '' R E AD TO A CH I LD , '
I DON ' T WANT I T TOI DON ' T WANT I T TO

SOUND L I K ESOUND L I K E
MED I C IN E . I WANT I TMED I C IN E . I WANT I T

TO SOUND L I K ETO SOUND L I K E
CHOCOLA T E . "CHOCOLA T E . "
-M EM FOX-MEM FOX

SCAN TH I S QRSCAN TH I S QR
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Easter Bunny 
Spotted!

Write about catching sight 
of the Easter Bunny 

leaving eggs.

The adjective mysterious
describes something strange 

or not easily understood.

MYSTERIOUS

Try to use the word 
mysterious in a sentence 
today when talking with 
your friends and family.

Kari opened the mysterious 
envelope, unsure of what it 

might contain.

This week’s word:

ANSWER: Because he kept quacking the eggs.

Reporter Game

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Ask clarifying questions 
about essential textual elements, restate facts and details, clarify 
and organize ideas.

With a partner, read a newspaper article. One 
of you must choose to be a person in the article 
and the other should be the reporter. Decide 
what questions were asked to get the relevant 
information and then role-play the interview.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: 
Eye-hand coordination.

Beeper didn’t finish 
coloring her egg. 
Do the rest for her.

Have more fun 
with your buddy! 
Draw an egg and 
color half of it. 
Then let your 
buddy finish 
your design.

How many eggs can 
you find on this page in 60 
seconds? Race your buddy!

How many times can you find the word EGG in 
the puzzle?

Hint: The word EGG is 
spelled forward, backward, 
up, down and diagonally. 
You may use the same 
letter more than once.

Standards Link: Letter 
Sequencing: Skim and 
scan reading.

Standards Link:
Health: Students 

recognize and identify 
positive character 

traits in themselves 
and others.

Whom do you 
trust? Do you 

know why? Can 
you find a picture 
in the newspaper 
of someone you 
trust? Can you 

find a picture of 
someone you 

would not trust?

     his Easter, Buzz and Beeper didn’t find eggs in their baskets. They found a mysterious message! Every bunny 
needs a buddy and these bunnies need YOUR help to discover how to read the message.

The secret code to crack the 
answer to this riddle is hidden 
in this egg border.

               is the letter A.

To find out what 
letter each egg 
stands for, find              .

The alphabet follows in order 
by going clockwise around 
the border. Each egg stands 
for one letter of the alphabet.

Crack Up! Answer:
TO COVER CHICKENS.

Standards Links: Decoding: Recognize letters of the alphabet. Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

F

Find somebunny to be your buddy and do this page together! 
If this page looks easy to do, share it with somebunny younger 
than you. If it looks hard, share it with somebunny older!

O

L

W

M

A

Z

E

TH

The baskets that 
belong to Buzz 
and Beeper are 

identical.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.
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2023 Spring 
Sports Preview

Take hundreds of athletes from 31 varsity teams, eight 
sports and three high schools and you have the makings 
for an action-packed, thrilling spring sports season in the 
Pointes.

The sports staff at the Grosse Pointe News got the in-
side scoop from the team’s head coaches for what to ex-
pect in their respective seasons. For the next two weeks, 
we are giving you the 411 on all you need to know before 
heading out to catch these amazing athletes in action. 
Here’s a look at what you can expect from the Blue Devils, 
Norsemen and Knights this spring.

The 2023 Grosse Pointe South girls varsity 
track and field team hopes to capitalize on its 
depth to win regionals and qualify as many as 
a dozen competitors for the state meet, ac-
cording to Head Coach Steve Zaranek. 

“We have a very experienced team this year 
and our expectations remain high,” he said. 
“With 75 (athletes) on the team, our depth 
should prove strong across all 17 events.

“Competing in the MAC Red is always 
tough but it will continue to bring out our 
best,” Zaranek added.

The Blue Devils used that tough competi-
tion to elevate their performance last season, 
achieving a 6-2 dual meet record and finish-
ing as regional runner-up to eventual state 
champion Detroit Renaissance. The team also 
qualified six runners to the state finals, where 
then-junior Selga Jansons earned All-State 
Honors in the 100 meter high hurdles.

This season, teams from Dakota and 
Anchor Bay will provide his squad with the 
toughest challenges. 

“We hope to compete with both (of them), 
along with strong teams such as Grosse 
Pointe North, Chippewa Valley and Romeo…
Our strong depth will help us with this direc-

tion,” Zaranek said.
The team will be anchored by some key 

runners, including senior Jansons, the team’s 
2022 top point-scorer. Others include: 

• Senior Claire Zurowick, a top sprinter 
and distance runner.

• Seniors Madison Duff, O’hara Diamond 
and Sofia Guevara, top sprinters and relay 
runners.

• Senior Ella Pazuchowski, a top middle 
distance and relay runner.

• Junior Morgan Deenik, sophomore  
Savannah Spangler and senior Ava Carr, who 
will provide solid depth in all distance races.

Seniors Grace Wininger and Ava Rogowski, 
along with sophomore Olivia Barba and junior 
Malvina Lubanski, the top field event team-
mates.

“We are off to an excellent start with prac-
tices and preparation,” Zaranek said.

“The girls are very supportive of one another, 
working very hard and having lots of fun. 2023 
should be another great season for our team.”

South kicked off its season after press time 
at home against Warren Mott Tuesday, April 4. 
The team hosts Anchor Bay at 4 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 12.

By Mike Adzima 
Sports Writer
and
Meg Leonard
Associate Editor

grossepointenews.com/athlete-of-the-week

ATHLETEATHLETE
OF THE WEEK

Do you know an outstanding high school athlete? 
Nominate them for Athlete of the Week and put 

them in the running for Athlete of the Year.
All weekly winners will be invited to the end of year Athlete of the Year 

Awards Gala – with top athletes winning scholarships!
Submit online at:

Athlete of the Week
A good athlete can 

always be measured by 
statistics and what num-
bers they leave on the 
score sheet 
each game. 
H o w e v e r , 
many of the 
best athletes, 
especially at 
t h e  h i g h 
school level, 
are more likely 
to be remem-
bered for the 
impacts they 
have on their 
respective pro-
grams as lead-
e r s .  F o r 
Grosse Pointe 
South varsity 
lacrosse player 
Lily Petz, it is 
the best of 
both worlds. 

Petz first 
began playing 
o r g a n i z e d 
lacrosse for St. 
Paul Catholic 
School in mid-
dle school and 
e v e n t u a l l y 
made the Blue 
Devils varsity 
team as a 
freshman. Fast 
forward to this 
spring, her 
junior season, 
where Petz is a 
team captain 
and hitting the 
ground run-
n i n g .  I n 
South’s first 
two games of 
the season, 
Petz scored a 
c o m b i n e d 
seven goals, 
four in the sea-
son opener 
against Divine 
Chi ld  and 
three the next 
night against 
Ann Arbor 
G a b r i e l 
Richard.

“The first 
coup le  o f 
games are 
kind of diffi-
cult because 
everyone is 
still getting 
back into the 
groove,” Petz 
s a i d .  “ S o 
when you get 
a chance off 
the  draw, 
w h i c h  I 
worked really 
hard on over 
the winter to 
practice win-
ning draws 
and getting 
midfield posi-
tion, when 
you see the opportunities 
come from that you have 
to take advantage.”

Petz is not just a faceoff 
specialist but is also a pro-
lific goal scorer. Her seem-
ingly natural leadership 
also makes Petz eager to 
help create opportunities 
for her teammates. In 
those first two games, Petz 

had three assists to go 
along with her seven com-
bined goals.

“I’d rather get one or two 
clean goals and then set 
other people up to score,” 
she said. “It’s what’s most 

important to me because 
it’s what’s most important 
for the team.”

The assists may add to 
her impressive stat totals, 
but it is the idea of putting 
the team first that makes 
Petz a crucial piece for the 
Blue Devils. The focus for 
Petz is to create chances all 
over the field and help her 

team win in any way she 
can. 

That quality comes with 
being a leader and Petz 
embraces it. She knows 
that she picked up lacrosse 
at a relatively young age 

and that some of 
her teammates 
might be pick-
ing up a stick for 
the first time 
e v e r  w h i l e 
entering the 
high school 
level. If she can 
help her team-
mates under-
stand the game 
and what it 
takes to be suc-
cessful, Petz 
knows that the 
wins and every-
thing else will 
follow.

“ S h o w i n g 
people that it’s 
fun and you 
don’t have to 
score goals to be 
s u c c e s s f u l , ” 
Petz said. “...
This is a sport 
you can have 
fun with before 
getting into that 
c o m p e t i t i v e 
m o d e .  O f 
course,  you 
want to win but 
I don’t think you 
can win unless 
you have good 
chemistry on 
the field and 
that starts with 
building con-
nections.”

P e t z  h a s 
made plenty of 
those connec-
tions so far as 
the new season 
gets underway. 
She is sure to 
make plenty 
more through-
out her junior 
season and as a 
senior next 
spring.  Her 
knowledge of 
the game and 
understanding 
of how to be a 
leader and how 
to help bring a 
group together 
along with her 
fellow captains 
is what Petz 
hopes can keep 
bringing the 
South gir ls 
lacrosse pro-
gram forward in 
the time she has 
left and after 
she graduates.

“I want to 
look back and 
see that other 
girls who may 
be new to 
lacrosse  or 

aren’t as into it as I may be 
are more passionate about 
it,” she said. “I want to 
know I did my best as a 
captain and a leader to 
make sure people have a 
better experience.”

To nominate a future 
Athlete of the Week, visit 

grossepointenews.com/
athlete-of-the-week.

•  Scored 7 total goals in South’s first 
2 games of the season

•  Was named a team captain as a junior 
before the season opener

•  Has been with the Blue Devils varsity girls 
lacrosse team since her freshman year

Lily the Leader

Petz goes up high to battle for the ball with an 
opponent during a game last season.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Lily Petz was named a captain for the Blue Devils before the team’s season opener.

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Above, Grosse Pointe South Senior Selga Jansons, pictured in a 2022 meet, is poised to be 
a state contender in the 100 meter high hurdles this spring.

Photo courtesy of Steve Zaranek

Photo courtesy of Steve Zaranek

Girls Track and Field

ATHLETEATHLETE
OF THE WEEK

Lily PetzLily Petz
School: Grosse Pointe South

Sport: Lacrosse
Sponsored by Expert Heating & Cooling

GROSSE POINTE SOUTH



GROSSE POINTE SOUTH

Baseball 
In his 40th season as the Blue Devils head varsity 

baseball coach, Dan Griesbaum Sr. says his team goals 
are always the same — to win the MAC Red and ad-
vance to the Final Four in the state tournament.

“I get a very good “team” feeling from this group,” 
Griesbaum said. “We say things like together we can do 
more, there’s no “i” in team and tradition never gradu-
ates. They may sound like corny cliches, but they are 
very true.”

Last season, South won the MAC Red outright for the 
first time in program history. But its postseason ended 
abruptly when the team lost a pre-District game 9-2 to 
rival Grosse Pointe North.

The Blue Devils finished 22-14 overall and 11-4 in the MAC Red. Eight play-
ers earned All-State Academic honors, achieving a GPA of 4.0 or above.

The 2023 squad — coined by Griesbaum’s family as “#Team40” based on 
the skipper’s years at the helm — hopes to be serious championship contend-
ers, thanks to a lineup with six returning starters. 

Griesbaum expects big contributions from senior co-captains Wells Graham, 
Cliff Grabowski, Chase Mazey and Ben Domzalski. Junior first baseman Hunter 
Belanger, who hit .390 last season, will bat clean up. Connor Stafford and Joey 
McEvoy, who hit .308 and .421 respectively, will strengthen the team’s offensive 
power. Mazey and Graham, who won 2022 All-MAC and All-District honors, will 
anchor the pitching staff. 

“Sometimes what you expect doesn’t always happen, but we have a great 
group of kids. We are all home-grown here and we don’t recruit…but if you buy 
into your role here, we can do great things,” Griesbaum said.

The Blue Devils played three regular season games this week after press 
time. They face rival Grosse Pointe North in a double header beginning at 
11 a.m. Saturday, April 8 at North.
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Boys Golf
Over recent years, the standard for the boys golf team at Grosse Pointe South has been to 

make it to the state finals. The Blue Devils did that last year, along with finishing second in 
the region and winning the MAC Red. 

South is ready to make another run to the state finals with an experienced group that 
includes five of the six golfers who competed at last year’s finals. With that experience 

also comes what the Blue Devils believe is the talent and mentality to have another 
successful spring. 

“If you do everything correct and to the best of your ability you end up where you 
should be,” head coach Rob McIntyre said. “We adopted that years ago to eliminate 
excuses…What we try to do is maximize opportunities and maximize our potential. If 
we do that, we should end up pretty well.”

Leading the way in that effort to make it back to states will be South’s three stand-
out seniors; Evan Brown, Will Jordan and Corbin Ifkovits. The Blue Devils also expect 
to see some big performances throughout the spring from juniors Brennan Sullivan 
and Tommy Ciconte, who tied for the team’s low score of 79 at last year’s state fi-
nals. 

If those five major players want to help this group of Blue Devils make it back to 
the biggest stage in the state, they will have to move through some tough competi-
tion first. Along with going through the MAC Red, South has to face teams 
throughout the year such as Flint Powers Catholic, De La Salle and Grand Blanc. 

What will test the team the most, however, is likely its own tournament, the Blue 
Devil Invitational at the Country Club of Detroit on May 1. 

“If you look at who’s playing, out of the top ten in Division 1 six will be there and the Division 
2 state champion,” McIntyre said. 

South hits the links for the first time this season on Wednesday, April 19, for a tri-match with 
Eisenhower and Ford II at Gowaine Golf Club. 

Boys Lacrosse
The Grosse Pointe South boys lacrosse team is hunting for re-

sults in 2023. This year’s Blue Devils are a group made up heavily of up-
perclassmen, including 15 seniors, who are looking to return to the 
top of the MAC Red and finally capture an elusive regional title.

“There’s something about this team, they’re hungry,” said head 
coach Justin Macksoud. “...This team is going to be built different, 
but the season is going to be difficult. Nothing is being given to us 
this year.”

At the core of this “hungry” team is four returning former All-
State players. Seniors William Rauh and Griffin Adams, who is 
making the switch from attack to midfield, will be looked on to 
lead the midfield. On attack, South sees the return of Jack 
Hanigan and Harry Wright. 

Returning experienced players caparable of competing at an 
All-State level does give the Blue Devils an advantage in what 
should be a challenging year. South has to go through the MAC Red 
Division and also compete in the newly added MAC Tournament. That is 
all in addition to non-league showdowns with Detroit Country Day, 
Rochester Adams and Notre Dame Prep. 

While South’s team is largely made up of experienced players used to 
handling a tough schedule and big games, there is one newcomer who also 
looks to have a big impact. Freshman attack Jack Smith has 
already burst onto the scene with a hat trick in South’s sea-
son opener against Ann Arbor Pioneer on March 22, and 
could be setting himself up to be a star for years to come.

“He is afraid of nobody,” Macksoud said about the fresh-
man. “This kid is going to be something special.”

The Blue Devils lost that season opener to Pioneer 10-9. 
After an extended time off the field for spring break, South is 
back in action at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, April 6, hosting U of D 
Jesuit.

Softball
Grosse Pointe South varsity soft-

ball hopes to use a mix of older vet-
erans and an infusion of new blood to 

make some magic in 2023.
The team lost six seniors to graduation, 

who were big contributors to its 19 wins in 
2022. The Blue Devils are replenishing that 
loss with two sophomores and three fresh-
men to combine with seven returning varsity 
players. 

“Although we are a young and inexperi-
enced team, our players worked extremely 
hard in the off-season strength, conditioning 
and skills program,” said South head coach 
Bill Fleming. “We expect to hit the ground 
running and battle with every team on our 
schedule.”

To that end, the Blue Devils have set goals 
to win the MAC Blue division, win districts, 
and beat “our friends from the other high 
schools in town,” Fleming said, otherwise 
known as Grosse Pointe North and University 
Liggett.  

In addition and more importantly, Fleming 
added: “We want to be named an All-State 
Academic team for the 10th year in a row.” 

Fleming describes his three team captains 
as talented, “team first” players who have ex-
cellent leadership skills. They include junior 
Avery Harris, a hard-hitting third baseman; 
Junior shortstop Avery Bellish, a “vocal leader 
who scoops up everything hit her way,” 
Fleming said; and returning All-Regional out-
fielder, Katie Steiner, the team’s lead-off hit-
ter and center fielder. Fleming praised 

Steiner’s ability to track down and catch 
whatever gets hit near her.  

Other returning players include Senior Ellie 
Smith, who is battling back from a significant 
injury and will help at the plate and in the 
field; Junior Addie Waller, a valuable utility 
player who will log time at first and second 
base and outfield; Sophomore catcher Luna 
Agosta, who “has a ‘cannon’ for an arm and a 
bat to match,” Fleming said. Sophomore 
Murphy Russell will remain the staff ace. 
Russell moved up to varsity midway through 
last season and became the squad’s domi-
nant pitcher.

The team also added three talented fresh-
men who came up through Grosse Pointe 
Little League and travel ball, including pitcher 
and outfielder Viviana Ostrowski, first base-
man Bella Dodson and pitcher and infielder 
Alex Lupo.

Fleming said his team looks forward to its 
rivalry games against North and Liggett be-
cause many of them have played together or 
currently play together on a travel team.

“These games are highly competitive, but 
at the end of the game we shake hands and 
wish them well,” he said. “The development 
of Little League softball in Grosse Pointe has 
really fueled the development of the local 
high school teams. 

“I would highly recommend coming to 
watch one of these games, between friendly 
rivals, to see just how good Grosse Pointe 
softball is.”

The team opened up its season against Troy 
Athens at home on its newly renovated field at 
4:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 5 after press time.

Girls Lacrosse
Grosse Pointe South girls varsity lacrosse has 

a new sheriff leading the team this season, who 
not only brings her collegiate club lacrosse ex-
perience to the table, but also her know-how as 
a former standout in the Blue Devil’s program.

Elizabeth Rauh, a 2016 South grad and for-
mer player at Michigan State, is leading the pro-
gram after spending last year as the varsity 
squad’s assistant coach.

“I’m coming in here definitely wanting to 
challenge the girls,” she said. “What I bring to 
the table is a fresh approach. Through how I or-
ganize practices, run drills and develop our 
team’s culture, I’m instilling changes that will 
challenge them.”

Nearly 75 players tried out for girls lacrosse 
last month, which meant the program faced a 
good dilemma — instead of only one JV and one 
varsity squad, the program now has three, cre-
ating a “JV-B” team, which will serve as a devel-
opment program for newer players.

“So many girls (in our program) are brand 
new to the sport, but the positive word of 
mouth is getting more players to come with 
friends who have encouraged them to play,” 
Rauh said.

Fortunately for Rauh, she has good balance 
between highly-skilled, seasoned veterans and 
newer players to work with on her varsity ros-
ter of 25. The team hopes to continue its up-
ward trajectory after finishing 13-5 last season 

and losing in the second round of the state play-
offs against Troy Athens. 

Senior Ava Oskui returns to give the team a 
tough and experienced presence in goal. It will 
also rely on Junior midfielder and draw special-
ist Lily Petz and Senior defender Genevieve 
Boutrous. 

Rauh said she is focused on building and en-
hancing team chemistry on and off the field, 
and to play as a cohesive unit. The team is using 
some stats as benchmarks, including assists, 
draw wins and ground balls.  

“Our coaching staff has set expectations for 
the team regarding leadership, accountability, 
time management and sportsmanship,” she 
said. “We want to work on developing field 
sense and team strategy, as well as getting 
stronger on defense.”

All of this hard work is designed to prepare 
the team for a conference title run. It also will 
help them battle in some of the season’s big-
gest games against Detroit Country Day — “that 
is an aspirational team for us to play against,” 
Rauh said — and city rival Grosse Pointe North.

“We have a great group of girls this year,” 
Rauh said. “We are excited to work with them 
and prepare them for a competitive and fun 
season.” 

The team has three games under its belt in 
the new season. They hit the road to face off 
against Cranbrook-Kingswood at 6:15 p.m. 
Thursday, April 6.

CITY OF HARPER WOODS
WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES

MARCH 16, 2023
The regular City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Valerie Kindle at 7:00 P.M
ROLL CALL: All Councilpersons were present, except Councilperson Tom Jenny
MOTIONS PASSED
1) to support the preparation of a Capital Improvement Plan for the City of Harper Woods.
2)That the agenda of the special City Council meeting having been acted upon, the meeting is 
hereby adjourned at 8:21 p.m.
_________________________ _________________________
Valerie Kindle, Mayor Leslie M. Frank, City Clerk
Published: GPN, April 6, 2023

Photo courtesy of Grosse Pointe South Baseball

South’s 2023 varsity baseball team gathers March 27 after its first day of scrimmages during a spring training trip in Vero 
Beach, Fla.

Photo by 

Mike Adzima

South senior Griffin Adams, 
pictured last season, has 
made the transition from 
attack to midfield this 
season hoping to help 
carry the Blue Devils back 
to the top of the MAC Red.

Photo courtesy of Bill Fleming

South’s JV and Varsity squads join forces to host young athletes earlier this season at the 
program’s annual skills clinic.

Photo courtesy of Allison Keane



GROSSE POINTE SOUTH

Boys Track and Field
Great leadership, good team chemistry and some speedy, strong 

athletes are the main ingredients Grosse Pointe South boys varsity 
track and field hopes to use in its 2023 recipe for success.

“It’s all easy to say on paper, but we want to be undefeated, win the 
MAC and win regionals,” said head coach Mark Sonnenberg. “We also 
want to qualify six to seven events to states.”

That tall task is one Sonnenberg is comfortable setting, not because 
of overconfidence, but because he believes his team’s culture breeds 
positivity and pushes athletes to strive for greatness.

“I like to help kids become the best version of themselves,” 
Sonnenberg said, who was a track and field captain during his days at 
Grosse Pointe South more than 30 years ago. “I love track and these 
kids are like my second family.”

The team of around 80 athletes will rely on a senior core of captains 
to set the pace this season. Seniors Logan Detweiler, who owns the 
school record of 4:15 in the mile, and Brendan Downey will once again 
give the Blue Devils an elite presence in distance runs. Fellow co-cap-
tains Luc Michaud, Donovan Moody, Keegan Morris, Zain Mohsin, 
Baxter Russell and Sam Morandini will help give South a balanced at-
tack in sprints, mid-distance, relays and field events.

“The early-season energy I am seeing has really been positive, and the guys have been working hard,” 
Sonnenberg said. 

The team competed in a relay invitational at Eastern Michigan March 25, and began its dual meet sea-
son against Warren Mott Tuesday, April 4, after press time. The squad hits the road for the Lincoln Classic 
Invitational, set for 8 a.m. Saturday, April 8, at Warren Lincoln High School.
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GROSSE POINTE NORTH

Girls Softball
When fans look around the diamond at a Grosse 

Pointe North softball game this season, it is likely that 
they will recognize pretty much every name at every position. Six 
seniors and seven juniors make up the core of this year’s Norsemen 
team that sees very little change in the lineup from last year. 

That makes a big difference when one considers what North was able to accom-
plish in 2022. The Norsemen finished the regular season with a 15-10 record and third 
in the MAC Red, but made a run in the postseason that saw them become district 
champions and advance as far as the regional round. That experience could prove in-
valuable this year for a group that already seems to have so much chemistry.

“They’ve all experienced being there and they really gel well together,” head coach 
Ron Smith said. “...They enjoy being with each other complement each other in the 
field and in the dugout.”

Expected to get a majority of the work on the mound and at the heart of North’s ex-
perienced core are senior pitchers Kaitlyn Barrr and Sarah McCloskey. They will be 
backed up by an infield that includes senior first baseman Sophia Borowski and junior 
shortstop Natalie Babcock. Senior outfielder Katherine Listman will also be looked 
upon in center field to have a strong year after spending parts of recent seasons deal-
ing with injuries. 

That lineup is going to be expected to deliver in big moments, something that can 
be somewhat of a toss up at times in softball. While the Norsemen did not always get 
the level of offensive production they had hoped for at times last season, the growth 
that this group has experienced since last spring is giving them confidence that 
things can be different this time around.

“Hitting is always the question,” said Smith. “Pitching, you either have your pitchers 
or you don’t and this year I think we do…Our focus has to be on continuing to 
strengthen our hitting, and in the offsesaon watching these girls I know they’ve done 
that.”

If the Norsemen can add that consistent production at the plate to go along with 
their strong arms on the mound, it could help them immensely through an always-
tough MAC Red schedule. Not to mention the team’s non-
league schedule this year including matchups with teams like 
Algonac, Livonia Franklin, West Bloomfield and 
another trip to the Michigan Stars tourna-
ment in May. 

North’s season began on 
Wednesday, April 5, after press time 
hosting West Bloomfield. The 
Norsemen take the diamond again at home on 
Saturday, April 8, for a doubleheader with 
Livonia Franklin starting at 11 a.m.

Grosse Pointe North girls varsity track 
and field hopes to ride some late season 
momentum from last year into a more 
successful 2023.

Despite last year’s 0-4 dual meet regu-
lar season record in the MAC Red, the 
team began to find its stride during a 
fourth place finish in the league division 
meet, where Senior Ava Hopko earned 
MAC Red MVP honors. Moving on to re-
gionals, the Norsemen placed third out of 
11 teams. Once again Hopko won shot 
put, discus and high jump before finishing 
10th, 15th and 19th respectively in those 
events at the Division 1 state finals.

Head Coach Diane Montgomery said this 
year’s team seems willing to embrace the 
fresh opportunities a new season brings. 

“I am confident that our newest mem-
bers will contribute to our depth in scor-
ing,” she said. “We have a great energy on 
the team and all of the athletes seem 
ready and willing to find their best events.” 

Montgomery said the team’s goals are 
to finish in the top half of the MAC Red and 
to capture a Top 3 team finish at regionals. 
She also said she’s hopeful North will 
qualify more than one athlete for state fi-
nals among her roster of 60 girls.

“We have…a lot of first time track ath-
letes,” she said. “I am very hopeful that we 
have the basis of a strong team for the next 

few years, as we have very few seniors and 
only one senior who is a returner.”

That senior, Sophia Dragich, will help 
captain the team along with juniors 
Serenity Fulce, Zofia Lutoborska, Sarah 
Westrick and Dakota White. 

Westrick, who will be instrumental in 
the pole vault, long jump, and hurdles, is 
returning after suffering a season-ending 
injury in her first meet of 2022. White will 
also be a strong competitor in long jump 
and sprints. Fulce and sophomore 
Michela Trupiano will also assist in sprints. 

Other athletes to watch include:
• Lillian Deskins, who ran a 5:05 indoor 

1600 meter at the State Indoor Finals, 
where she finished 9th. She also qualified 
for and competed in the New Balance 
Indoor National Championship where she 
ran 5:16 in the mile. 

• Lucie Leonhard, who will continue as a 
solid contributor in the 3200 meter run. 
Leonhard already posted a personal best 
time in the 1600 during a practice time trial.

• Junior Bailey Hopko, who will contrib-
ute in throws and long jump.

• Juniors Zofia Lutoborska and Nicolina 
Gusmano, who will be contenders in the 
middle distances.

The team opens their season by head-
ing to Chippewa Valley at 4 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 12.

Boys Golf
The biggest key for the 2023 boys varsity golf team at North would probably have to be experience. The Norsemen have 

nine players returning from last year’s team, including five seniors, ready to lead this year’s North team on the road to im-
provement. 

In 2022, North finished fourth in the MAC Red with a 3-5 record and had one golfer, Niko Karoutsos, qualify as an individual 
for the state finals. Karoutsos is now graduated and now the Norsemen are looking to see who can make the leap into being 
the team’s top performers this spring.

“We’re going to work hard and see what happens,” coach James Hansinger said. “I lost a four-year, No. 1 player and it’s hard 
to replace him, but I think we have some guys that want to step up and who have been practicing all year.”

Among that group ready to make a statement are captains Nick Fleming and Sam Latiff. Also poised for big years are ju-
niors Niko Truza and Jackson Hansinger, both entering their third year on the varsity team. 

North begins the season on Wednesday, April 12, when the team takes the links at Lochmoor Club against Cass Tech.

Girls Soccer
In 2022, a young Grosse Pointe South girls 

soccer team turned a 9-10-2 regular season 
into an unexpected playoff run that led to a 
district championship. With almost that en-
tire squad coming back, the goal for the Blue 
Devils this year is simple. Get back to the 
success of last year and go even further.

“We’re better than we were last year and 
last year we won our district,” head coach 
Chris Bolio put simply. 

South’s roster this year boasts eight ju-
niors and three seniors to make up the core 
of upperclassmen. Several of those more 
experienced players contributed in key roles 
last year during the Blue Devils’ playoff run. 

One of the biggest returning pieces is se-
nior forward Olivia Dimuzio. Dimuzio led the 
Blue Devils upfront last year and is looking 
to do so again, with the goal of building on 
both her team’s success and her individual accomplishments from last year. 

“She had 16 goals last year and went second-team All-State so I know she’s looking to build off that and 
make it to the first team this year,” Bolio said about the standout senior. 

Also back are fixtures from last year’s district title team such as goalkeeper Elsa Bachert and midfielder 
Marrin Harris. Entering her senior year, Harris is looked upon as one of the most improved players from 
last year to this spring. 

“(Marrin) had a really good offseason and grew quite a bit as far as her technical skills,” Bolio said. “She 
could be a huge piece of the puzzle this year.”

Before South can look to the postseason and try to replicate another playoff run, it will have to fight 
through the regular season. The Blue Devils have to compete in the MAC White and have two games 
against crosstown rival Grosse Pointe North from the MAC Red. 

South’s season began on Monday, April 3 on the road against Port Huron. The Blue Devils hosted Grosse 
Pointe North on Wednesday, April 5 after press time and take the pitch again at 7 p.m. Tuesday, April 11, at 
Chippewa Valley.

Courtesy photo

South senior co-captain 
Brendan Downey, left, is 
expected to challenge for 
the team’s mile record this 
season.

Photo courtesy of Diane Montgomery

From left to right, former and current North girls track teammates Lucie Leonhard, Abby Dombrowski, Emily Francis, 
Bailey Hopko, Ava Hopko, Dakota White, Michela Trupiano, Becca Moin, Sophia Dragich, Rachel Rumschlag and Sarah 
Westrick show their team spirit at the 2022 MAC Red division meet at Romeo High School last spring.

Photo by Mike Adzima

Senior pitcher Kaitlyn Barr, pictured last season, looks to help lead the 
Norsemen on a quest for another district championship and more in 2023.

Photo by Mike Adzima

Senior Olivia Dimuzio, pictured last year, returns at for-
ward for South’s girls soccer team after scoring 16 
goals and earning second-team All-State honors in 
2022.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that in accordance with Chapter 4, 
Article II, Liquor and Tavern Licenses of the 2017 City Code of the 
City of Grosse Pointe Woods, Michigan, the City will hold a public 
hearing on Monday, April 17, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. at 20025 Mack Plaza 
in the Council-Court Room of the Robert E. Novitke Municipal Center 
to hear comments from the public regarding transfer of ownership of 
a Class C Liquor License, issuance of a new SDM License, and new 
permit for Sunday AM sales to Pendy’s Restaurant Group, LLC, d/b/a 
Pendy’s Grosse Pointe, 20930 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Woods, 
MI, from 20930 Mack Avenue, Inc., located at 20930-20934 Mack 
Avenue, Grosse Pointe Woods, MI, which in addition to transfer of the 
Class C, issuance of a new SDM License and new permit for Sunday 
AM sales, is also requesting transfer of a Class C Liquor License with 
PM sales and Outdoor Service Area Permits. 

All interested persons are invited to attend and will be given opportunity 
for public comment. The file is available for public scrutiny at the 
City Clerk’s office at City Hall. The public may appear in person or 
be represented by counsel. Written comments will be received in the 
City Clerk’s office, up to the close of business preceding the hearing. 
A group spokesperson is encouraged on agenda items concerning 
organized groups. Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids 
or services at the meeting should contact the Grosse Pointe Woods 
Clerk’s Office at 313 343-2440 seven days prior to the meeting.

 Paul P. Antolin
 City ClerkG.P.N.: 4/6/2023

Winning the MAC Red has be-
come commonplace for the 
Grosse Pointe South girls tennis 
team over the past decade. The 
Blue Devils have taken the top 
spot in the division every year 
since 2014, but may face an uphill 
climb to continue that streak this 
spring. 

With a heavy senior class grad-
uating after the 2022 season, the 
Blue Devils take on the task of re-
building a bit. This year’s South 
team has just three seniors lead-
ing a largely inexperienced group 
that includes four sophomores 
and three freshmen.

 “It’s highly unusual for us,” said 
head coach Mark Sobieralski. “It 
doesn’t mean we can’t end up in 
the top ten, but we’re raw and 
have a lot of new kids coming in 
so it’s going to be a little different 

from the last few years.”
Two of those returning seniors 

are captains Megan Kornmeier 
and Ana Maria Garberding. They, 
along with junior captain Maeve 
Hix, will be tasked with leading 
the younger Blue Devils through 
this season and helping prepare 
them for the next few years. 

South’s schedule has eased up 
from recent years to compensate 
for the team’s youth, but the Blue 
Devils still have to take on the 
MAC Red, including Grosse Pointe 
North, and take on some of the 
state’s top teams in tournaments 
throughout the spring. All in all, 
there are sure to be 
bumps along the way this 
year for South, but the end 
goal is getting to see a 
young group grow and 
learn to handle the pres-

sure of varsity level tennis in or-
der to continue the program’s 
success in the future. 

“Get all the young kids a year of 
varsity experience,” Sobieralski 
said. “The first year, everything is 
like a blur but hopefully next year 
things slow down for them a bit. 
With a little more experience you 
get a bit more strategy and more 
placement on the shots.”

The Blue Devils’ season begins 
with a quad meet at 8 a.m. 
Saturday, April 8, at Grosse Ile 
against Grosse Ile, Tecumseh and 
Allen Park. 

Girls Track and Field

Girls Tennis
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The North boys lacrosse team, pictured last season, is looking to be led by strong, experi-
enced defense through what could be a challenging 2023.
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Girls Lacrosse
After a difficult 2022 regular season where wins came at a premium, the Grosse Pointe North 

girls varsity lacrosse team showed a no-quit attitude by winning its opening round of the playoffs. 
It’s this same attitude, along with the fresh start of new season that senior co-captains Kinsley 

Aldridge and Grace Cueter believe will bring a winning formula to the 2023 team. 
“I definitely believe that we can set ourselves up for success,” Cueter said.
“My goal as a captain is to lead by example and to encourage teamwork and growth through-

out the team,” Aldridge added. “It would be great to see more ‘W’s this season.” 
While both Aldrige and Cueter are among the team’s top players, there are many others who 

will help the Norsemen achieve their goals this season. Junior Ava Smarch and senior Grace 
Colombo will lead on attack, while Bella Yoakam is expected to be the team’s standout defend-
er. The team has a balanced attack on offense and expects contributions from Allie Mattes, Josie 
Cueter, Ella Dobbs, Piper Marshall and Ainsley Tanghe.

But, according to Aldridge, it will be just as important for the team to build mojo off the field as 
much as on it.

“To build teamwork, team chemistry is important. We plan on having pasta parties the night 
before the games, (and) in every season we hold team Olympics to have fun and bond as a 
team,” she said.

Captain Cueter agreed.
“Our team bond is super important to us and definitely shows on the field,” she said. “We 

wear our jerseys to school to strengthen our chemistry. A lot of us are friends off the field, so we 
are always excited to go to practice and play together.”

Cueter also said this season’s team is skilled on both ends of the field but they also recognize 
there is always room for improvement.

“I see the team as both offensive-minded and defensive-minded,” she said. “However, we 
have a lot of strong offensive players on this year’s roster and I am excited to see us play in our 
offensive end more this year. 

“I am super excited for this season,” Cueter added. “It feels like a fresh start.”
North hosts its first home game of the season at 7 p.m. Thursday, April 6, against Troy Athens.

GROSSE POINTE NORTH

Boys Track and Field
The new season is bringing an energetic outlook and positive vibe for Grosse Pointe North’s 

boys varsity track and field. 
Head coach Eric Eplin described last season as “a little bit rough for the boys team,” but said this 

year’s mix of a good team attitude and veteran leadership has the Norsemen poised for progress. 
“This season we have grown in number with roughly 70 boys,” Eplin said. “We have a lot of new, 

energetic young faces that are ready for competition.” 
The 2022 squad finished 0-4 in the MAC Red, but took 7th in regionals out of 13 teams. At that 

meet, Daniel Weber captured third in the 800 meter run and David Rochon finished third in the 
3200 meter run. North’s 4x800 meter relay of Michael Fox, Ryan Spiteri, Daniel Weber and Alex 
Agius also also finished third. 

Eplin said the team will focus on building upon those successes. 
“For the 2023 season, I am confident that with the leadership from our returning athletes and 

with the help of our newest members, we will be able to compete in the MAC Red Division,” he 
said. “Our team goals this year are to compete and finish in the top half of the MAC Red division 
and finish in the Top 4 in our region. We would also like to send one of our athletes to compete in 
the state finals meet.”  

Eplin said some Norsemen to watch this year include distance runners Rochon and Caleb Kosel; 
sprinters, Martez Jones and Aaron Brunson; hurdler Jaden Laster and thrower Marcus Robinson. 

The team will be captained this year by Rochon and Robinson, along with Jaden Laster, Kyle 
Maloney, Alex Lawerance and John Lapere. 

The team opens their season by heading to Chippewa Valley at 4 p.m. Wednesday, April 12.
Boys Lacrosse

There is a popular saying that “defense wins championships.” The Grosse Pointe North 
boys lacrosse team may not have heavy championship aspirations this spring after finishing 
3-14 in 2022, but the program is looking to build on the path to progress behind an experi-
enced and skilled defensive core. 

Anchoring that back line for North is senior goalie Joel Jarvi. With standout juniors Matthew 
Lorelli and Ethan Bailey also adding to the strong defense, the Norsemen will be looking to 
their long poles and defensive abilities to be their biggest strength throughout the spring.

“They’ve all got experience as starters and now they’re really ready to fill a big role,” head 
coach Mark Seppala said. “...We’re really looking at that defensive core to kind of be the big 
strength and then have guys in the midfield who are now seniors to lead in that direction.”

The defense was tested early on in the season when North opened its 2023 campaign back 
on March 22 with a loss to Stoney Creek. The Norsemen let up 14 goals in the loss, but have 
had nearly two weeks to regroup in between that season opener and when the schedule real-
ly begins rolling along. 

Once that schedule picks up, things will not be getting any easier for North. The team has to 
fight through the tough MAC Red and the new MAC Tournament. There are also non-league 
tests scheduled against Cass Tech, Bishop Foley and University Liggett among others. The 
schedule may be daunting at times and the going could get tough, but the Norsemen want to 
prove that they can fight through any test no matter what the outcome may be.

“Go into every game knowing that there’s no escape,” said Seppala. “You have to put it all 
on the line and compete as hard as you can for the full time. That’s how these guys want to 
define themselves going into the season, with a never give up attitude.”

North returned to the field on Tuesday, April 4 after press time in a home game hosting 
Notre Dame Prep. The Norsemen are in action at 5 p.m. Thursday, April 6, on the road against 
Cass Tech. 

Girls Tennis
The tone heading into the 2023 spring season 

for the Grosse Pointe North girls tennis team is op-
timism. Largely a veteran group made up of play-
ers who are no stranger to the varsity court, the 
defending MAC White champions are hoping that 
momentum from last year’s division title and ex-
perience can lead them to competing with the top 
of the MAC Red. 

“Enjoy the time that they have and see what 
they’re capable of,” head coach John VanAlst said. 
“I see a lot of upside potential in a lot of our play-
ers and I want them to realize that potential as 
well and allow themselves the opportunity to suc-
ceed.”

Seniors Helaina Pietrowsky and Elena Shaheen 
along with juniors such as Stephanie Karoutsos 
and Maggie McSkimming are just a few of the up-
perclassmen names that are stepping up into 
even bigger roles this year. The Norsemen are not 
short on veteran leadership, which could prove in-
valuable for the few underclassmen on this year’s 
squad who can learn plenty from the veterans. 

“That’s the way this team is going to move in 
the right direction,” said VanAlst.  “Listen to them 
and use them as leaders of the team like they’re 
supposed to.”

The Norsemen pick up their rackets for the first 
time this season against Berkley at home at 4 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 11. 

MAC White champions, district champions, regional 
champions, a state championship game appearance and a 
23-8 record comprised one of the most successful sea-
sons in recent history for North varsity baseball in 2022. 
Back to try and repeat that success are big names such as 
Brennan and Drew Hill, Jordan Arsenau and more ready to 
help add more hardware to the Norsemen’s trophy case. 

“The way in which they handle themselves and know 
what to expect each day has given them a maturity and 
comfort because they know the points of emphasis and 
embrace it,” said coach Kevin Shubnell. “Those guys have 

taken on a great role with leadership and everyone com-
ing up through the program now knows who they are.”

Other experienced varsity players such as Rocco 
Cardinale, Cam Schafer and Shane Armbruster are ex-
pected to step up into bigger roles this season to fill some 
holes left by last year’s senior class. All in all, it will take a 
team effort to get through an always challenging MAC 
schedule and a slate of non-league games that includes 
opponents such as Grosse Pointe South, Brother Rice and 
University Ligget. 

“It’s intentionally very tough,” Shubnell said about this 

year’s schedule. “...We’re going to 
see guys have to develop on the 
mound against great competition.”

The Norsemen’s season begins 
at 4 p.m. Thursday, April 6, with a 
road game against Rochester 
Adams. The team has its home 
opener  beg inn ing  a t 
11 a.m. Saturday, April 8, for a dou-
bleheader against Grosse Pointe 
South.

Girls Soccer
Just three wins and an exit in the first round of the postseason made 2022 a year that the 

Grosse Pointe North girls soccer team would probably like to put behind them. A mix of se-
niors and juniors, and even a few freshmen, make up this year’s Norsemen squad which is 
hoping to turn things around and right the ship. 

Seniors like Isabella Deskins and Mia Stephanoff will look to step back into starting roles 
as veteran leaders for North. Another name to keep on eye on should be junior Amelia 
Streberger who could also become an even bigger key piece as the spring goes on. 

North once again has to spend most of the season taking on competition from the MAC 
Red, a division which the team finished last in 2022. The schedule also includes non-league 
fixtures against University Liggett, the No. 2 team in Division 4, and Detroit Country Day. 

North’s campaign began back on March 23 with a 1-0 loss to L’Anse Creuse. The team 
went on the road across town to face Grosse Pointe South on Wednesday, April 5 after press 
time and is on the road against Tuesday, April 11 at Detroit Country Day.

Photo courtesy of Eric Eplin

The 2023 North boys varsity track and field team plans to take advantage of its positive 
team attitude and veteran leadership this season.

Boys Baseball

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that in accordance with Chapter 4, 
Article II, Liquor and Tavern Licenses of the 2017 City Code of the 
City of Grosse Pointe Woods, Michigan, the City will hold a public 
hearing on Monday, April 17, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. at 20025 Mack 
Plaza in the Council-Court Room of the Robert E. Novitke Municipal 
Center to hear comments from the public prior to consideration of 
Council granting new Class C and SDM liquor licenses with Sunday 
AM and PM Sales permits at 19850 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe 
Woods, requested by Crispelli’s, LLC.  The Council reserves the 
right to grant all, some, or none of the requests for a license. All 
interested persons are invited to attend and will be given opportunity 
for public comment. The file is available for public scrutiny at the 
City Clerk’s office at City Hall. 
The public may appear in person or be represented by counsel. 
Written comments will be received in the City Clerk’s office, up to 
the close of business preceding the hearing. A group spokesperson 
is encouraged on agenda items concerning organized groups. 
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services at 
the meeting should contact the Grosse Pointe Woods Clerk’s Office 
at 313 343-2440 seven days prior to the meeting.

 Paul P. Antolin
 City ClerkG.P.N.: 4/6/2023

Photo by Mike Adzima

Junior Stephanie Karoutsos, pictured last season, and the North girls 
tennis team are hoping to translate last year’s MAC White champion-
ship win into success in the MAC Red in 2023.
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Girls and Boys Track and Field
With a total of 40 athletes suiting up for University Liggett varsity girls and varsity boys track 

and field teams, head coach Jermaine Calloway Sr. expects each and every competitor to set 
the bar high this season.

“I expect the veterans to get bigger, better, faster and stronger as the season progresses,” 
Calloway said of both of his boys and girls programs. “For the younger athletes on the team, 
I’m looking for them to be aggressive.”

Last season, the girls team finished as regional runner-up and qualified three athletes for 
the state championship: Olivia Thomas, Kerith Short and Penelope Griffioen. Calloway said he 
is looking for big contributions from these veterans, including Thomas, who is committed to 
play women’s soccer next fall at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. She is set to 
compete in the 100 meter dash — a race in which she owns the ULS school record — and the 
200 meter and 400 meter races. Thomas earned All-State honors in all three events in the 
state final.

Short and Griffioen will be top runners in the 3200 meter run, and Short will also be among 
the team’s best 1600 meter and 800 meter runners.

For the 22-member boys team, last year’s state qualifiers will be the backbone of the 2023 
squad, including Darius Samples, expected to be a top performer in discus; Jacob Whitton in 
the 1600; and Taurian Dorty in the 110 meter hurdles.

With the MHSAA officially adding wheelchair events to the track and field regional and state 
meets in 2022, Jake Juip became the first-ever Division 3 state champion in both the wheel-
chair 100 and the 200, and is expected to be a key contributor for the Knights again this sea-
son.

Calloway also said that pre-season practices and training through winter track clubs have 
helped get his athletes ready for the new season.

“Our goal is to teach the kids how to prepare and get ready to compete,” Calloway said. 
“We are hoping everyone gets some new PR’s (personal records) at meets and for our seniors 
to place,” he said.

Both squads open the season at 3:45 p.m. Tuesday, April 11, at Algonac High School in a 
multi-school meet.

Girls Softball
The University Liggett girls varsity softball team hopes its unexpected 2022 district title is 

just the start of more good things to come for the program.
The team finished the regular season at 6-16 but bounced back in the postseason in a big 

way, trouncing Detroit Renaissance 23-0 to capture its second consecutive Division 4 district 
championship.

Two-time All-Catholic League pitcher and team ace Tori Nugent is expected to once again 
help lead the squad, under new head coach Psaunita Andrews, former head softball coach at 
Chandler Park Academy.

Senior catcher Isabel Standish and senior infielder Giuliana Lutfy, both three-time state 
champions in girls hockey, will provide experience and steady veteran leadership to the line-
up. 

Liggett opened its season after press time on the road Tuesday, April 4, at Our Lady of the 
Lakes in Waterford. The Knights home opener is at 4:30 p.m. Thursday, April 6, against city rival 
Grosse Pointe South.

Girls Lacrosse
Amanda Amine, new head coach of University Liggett girls varsity lacrosse, may be a rookie 

within this Knight’s program, but she is a veteran on the school’s coaching staff, thanks to her 
role as head coach of the girls varsity field hockey team.

But the team’s “new” leader, who coached Regina High School’s varsity lacrosse team for the 
past two seasons, plans to hit the ground running with her 2023 squad. 

“As this is my first year coaching this program, I am looking forward to forming strong team 
chemistry,” she said. “We are fairly young, so I really want everyone to feel confident in the fun-

damentals and then continue to build our intensity from there.” 
The team finished 8-9 in the 2022 regular season and won its first round playoff game over 

Auburn Hills Andover 15-3. But the season came to an end in the second round 
with a 15-5 loss to Rochester Hills Stoney Creek. 

This year, Amine said she is looking to the team’s four seniors to 
provide great leadership and “set the tone for our team.” 

“We also have a strong junior class, led by midfielder 
Brynn Collins, who I feel is going to have a breakout 
season,” Amine said.

The Knights hope to parlay the strong team chemis-
try it develops into winning the Catholic High School 
League championship, its primary goal for the season.

“Our league is always competitive, and we know we 
will have to play tough every game…We always look for-
ward to playing local teams and (we) have Grosse Pointe 
North on the schedule in May, which will be a fun, competi-
tive game,” she added.

Liggett opened its season at home against Amine’s 
former team, Regina, Wednesday, April 5, after press time. 
The Knights hit the road to face Utica Eisenhower at 
5:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 11.

Girls Soccer
On the cusp of the season, expectations are already high for the University Liggett girls soc-

cer team. After a shaky 2022 that saw the Knights make an early postseason exit, this year’s 
Liggett team boasts a wealth of experience with enough improvement in talent to see it earn 
the No. 2 spot in the MIHSSCA Division 4 pre-season rankings. 

“We’ve got a slightly larger senior class than we’ve had in recent years and have added 
some really good experienced players into the mix that I think will make big contributions,” 
head coach David Dwaihy said. “On that end of the spectrum, I think we’re even stronger than 
I thought we would be.”

The Knights have to make it through the 
competitive CHSL as well as early-season tests 
like a crosstown rivalry matchup with Grosse 
Pointe North. What is playing to Liggett’s ad-
vantage in the challenges it will face this sea-
son is how well-rounded this team could be. 

The Knights have confidence that their skills 
on both offense and defense can carry them to 
success this season. The team has an experi-
enced back line to anchor the defense, while 
there are different ways it sees itslef being able 
to attack on the offensive end. Overall, the 
Knights may not know their biggest strength 
yet as the season begins, but having a few dif-
ferent options for what it could be is not a bad 
situation to be in.

“It all has to play itself out, but I know we’ll 
have some speed up front,” Dwaihy said. 
“Hopefully we can play a real effective attack-
ing style where we’re moving the ball and look-
ing to spring people in behind the defensive 
line of the other team. We can also pass the 

ball around and wear the other team out with possession.”
The Knights open the 2023 campaign at 5 p.m. on Thursday, April 6, with a road matchup 

against Bishop Foley. 

The 2022 Liggett girls tennis team captured 
second place in the region, a top 10 finish at 
the Division 4 state finals and even had an indi-
vidual state champ crowned. The Knights look 
to still have plenty of talent returning from last 
year’s squad that makes them confident those 
achievements can be replicated and built on. 

Leading the charge this year are senior cap-
tains Zora Edwards and Miki Farah. Edwards 
looks to take up the No. 1 singles spot, while 
Farah could anchor the doubles lineup. Both 
have experience playing on the biggest stage 
and competing for state championships and 
want to use that experience to continue foster-
ing the program’s success.

“They have an outstanding work ethic and 
positive attitudes,” first-year head coach Jeff 
Collins said about the team’s senior captains. 
“It sets the stage for the entire team and I’m 
very impressed with the leadership they bring.”

Those veteran leaders are going to head a 
group of other experienced varsity players and 
a few new faces. Freshmen standouts Nina 
Shanidze and Audrey DiDio have impressed in 
offseason training and practices and could 
make a strong impact for the Knights. 

The pieces are certainly there for Liggett to 
make another run to the state finals this spring. 
The team will be battle tested throughout the 
season, but are confident that those tough 
matches all through the spring will have them 
prepared when things matter the most.

“The challenge, as I see it, is to really be able 
to push and challenge the skilled players and at 
the same time be able to develop the less ex-
perienced players because we have quite a 
range of abilities,” Collins said. 

Liggett’s first match of the season is sched-
uled for 10 a.m. Saturday, April 8 when they 
host Cass Tech.

CITY OF HARPER WOODS
WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN

SYNOPSIS: REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MARCH 20, 2023

The regular City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Valerie Kindle at 7:00 P.M
ROLL CALL: All Councilpersons were present,
MOTIONS PASSED
1) To receive, approve and fi le the minutes of the regular City Council meeting held March 6, 
2023 and furthermore receive and fi le the minutes of the Beautifi cation Commission meeting 
held on February 22, 2023.
2) To add to the agenda, payment to Truist Governmental Finance.
3) That the agenda of the regular City Council meeting having been acted upon, the meeting 
is hereby adjourned at 8:02 p.m.
RESOLUTIONS PASSED
1) (1) .  to approve the Accounts Payable/Payroll Vendor listing for Check Numbers 126893 
through 127001 in the amount of $399,034.51 as submitted by the City Manager and Finance 
Director, and further, authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the listing. (2)  to approve 
payment to Anderson, Eckstein & Westrick, Inc. in the amount of $27,745.28 for professional 
services during the month of February 2023 for the following projects: 
Beaconsfi eld Resurfacing, #180-253; Concrete Pavement Repair, #180-260; Misc. Concrete 
Repair, #180-283; Eastland Center, #180-244; Sanitary Sewer Clean, #180-233, #180-259 and 
#180-285; Tap Grant App. #180-299; Johnston Park Basketball, #180-263; Temp Water Operator, 
#180-303; GIS Field Data, #180-311; DPW Interviews, #180-304; User Charge, #180-296 and 
Miss Dig, #180-255. (3) approve payment to Doxim, Inc. in the amount of $5,986.13 for the 
printing, folding and mailing of the monthly water bills for Districts 1, 2 and 3. (4) approve 
payment to WCA Assessing in the amount of $5,790.66 for the contractual assessing services to 
be performed during the month of April 2023.(5)  approve payment to SAFEbuilt, LLC in the 
amount of $29,886.72 for the contractual building department services performed during the 
month of February 2023. (6)approve payment to Simplifi ed Business Solutions in the amount 
of $9,866.05 for the email hosting, security and backups of our computer system for the month 
of March 2023 and for fees for the website, the City YouTube channel, IT support services for 
all departments and the purchase of computers and monitors. (7) approve payment to Wolverine 
Contractors, Inc. in the amount of $12,094.50 for the removal of main break spoils, ground fi ll 
supplies and cold patch for fi lling potholes.
2) to accept the low bid submitted by Fontana Construction, Inc. in the amount of $176,745.00 to 
replace the two 8” water mains on Beaconsfi eld.
3)  to approve payment to Truist Governmental Finance in the amount of $68,980.01 for the 
principal and interest on the Capitol Improvement bond payment for the city’s water meters.
_________________________ _________________________
Valerie Kindle, Mayor Leslie M. Frank, City Clerk
Published: GPN, April 6, 2023

Boys Baseball
Last season, many probably expected the Liggett Knights baseball team to 
repeat as Division 3 state champions. Very few likely expected the team’s 
2022 playoff run to be cut short with a district finals loss to Detroit Edison. 
However, the Knights have put that in the past and are now focused on 
moving onward and upward as this spring sees Liggett moving up to 
Division 2, where it has already claimed the No. 1 ranking in the MHSBCA 
pre-season poll. 

“We play the best schools in the state in our league and they’re all D1 
schools so we go through that and then into D2 in the playoffs it won’t be 
very different from what we see all year,” coach Dan Cimini said. “We just 
have to play our game and keep doing what we’ve been doing and hope-
fully we play our best baseball at the end of the year.”

Those D1 CHSL matchups include multiple showdowns throughout the 
year with teams such as Brother Rice, Detroit Catholic Central and de-
fending D1 state champs Orchard Lake St. Mary’s. The Knights also have 

a tough test in a non-league doubleheader on April 15, against cross-
town rival Grosse Pointe North. 

Leading the charge through that tough schedule will be familiar 
names like catcher Oliver Service, shortstop Jarren Purify and fellow 
infielder Reggie Sharpe. Junior and University of Michigan commit 
Preston Barr is being tasked with leading the pitching staff, now 

that fellow star arm Jack Jones is out for the season with a knee injury. Joey Randazzo, Tommy 
Shreck and Ryan Knaebel are also expected to step into big roles on the mound. 

The Knights were scheduled to open the season last Saturday, April 1, against De La Salle, 
however the doubleheader was postponed for weather. Liggett was on the road against 
Orchard Lake St. Mary’s on Wednesday, April 5, after press time. The Knights host a double-
header with Plymouth Christian beginning at 4 p.m. Thursday, April 13. 

Photo courtesy of Kevin Nugent

Liggett softball’s 2022 division championship team, pictured above, has helped the 2023 
squad set its sights on capturing the title for the third consecutive year

UNIVERSITY LIGGETT

Photo by Mike Adzima

Senior Brooke Summers, pictured last 
season, is part of the Knights’ returning 
core this season that has helped them 
earn the no. 2 ranking in Division 4 for 
the pre-season. 

Girls Tennis



Boys Lacrosse
Fresh faces make up a good amount of the 

University Liggett boys lacrosse team this spring. This 
year’s roster features a lineup heavy with under-
classmen eager to take the field and who will be test-
ed right out of the gate while adjusting to the varsity 
level. 

Just because the Knights are a more inexperi-
enced team this year does not mean they are not still 
hoping for some success. There are some key pieces 
who could make big impacts for the Knights this year. 
However, the focus is on getting a largely young 
group to come together and build that chemistry that 
the Knights hope carries on to next year and beyond.

“What’s more important is them getting along as a 
group and learning how to play with one another,” 
said head coach Mike Costanzo. “I’ve talked to them 
quite a bit about how they need to handle them-
selves and form sort of a brotherhood or ‘knight-
hood’ because we need to walk the walk and treat 
each other the right way…With a young group you 
have to make sure that they gel and want to play 
hard for one another because it will pay off over 
time.”

Among the young players looking to burst onto 
the scene is freshman Griffin Marchal, younger 
brother of former Liggett hockey and lacrosse stand-
out Campbell Marchal. Brothers Nick and Alex Gould 
look to turn that brotherly connection into plenty of 
goals for the Knights as they expect to anchor the 
team’s attack. 

Where the real strength for the Knights this year 
lies is on the opposite end of the field. Liggett returns 

senior goalie Ben Combs to this year’s lineup, giving 
this young team a boost of experience at a crucial po-
sition. Backing up Combs is newcomer freshman 
goalie Ryan Cordero. Throughout the offseason and 
the first practices of spring, Cordero’s play has given 
the team optimism that he can be a valuable second 
option in goal this year and become the future cor-
nerstone between the pipes. 

“Our goalies are probably the biggest strong point 
and they’re probably as good as any goalies around,” 
Costanzo said. 

Liggett’s first game of the season was Wednesday, 
April 5, after press time against Ann Arbor Gabriel 
Richard. The Knights are in action against at 5 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 12, on the road at Ann Arbor 
Greenhills. 

Boys Golf
University Liggett boys varsity golf is hitting the links this 

spring looking to build upon a successful 2022 season. 
Last year saw Liggett’s best state championship finish ev-
er as the Knights earned third place in Division 3 out of 
more than 120 teams. 

Returning from that group are standouts like Sean 
Sullivan, who finished eighth at states last season and is 
taking over as senior captain. His fellow captain is another 
returning senior in Leo Pampalona. Also back this spring is 
sophomore Charlie Cooksey, who finished last season tied 
for sixth at the state finals. 

Other notable returners include senior Zach Slewinski, 
junior Tommy Ugval and sophomore Steve McMahon. The 
Knights also look to add up to six new members to the 
squad after tryouts in early April, meaning that there could 
end up being plenty of fresh faces to go along with the re-
turning talent. 

The Knights open the season with a match against Ann 
Arbor Greenhills on Tuesday, April 11, at Sycamore Hills. 

Hampton ties for sixth 
in Drive, Chip and Putt

Grosse Pointe South freshman golfer Lyla Hampton finished tied for sixth 
place among 10 competitors in the girls 14-15 age group at the 9th Drive, 
Chip and Putt National Finals on Sunday, April 2 at Augusta National Golf 
Club, home of the Masters Tournament. The event was broadcast live on 
Golf Channel and streamed on Peacock. 

Hampton scored 13.5 total points, which were earned in three individual 
skill categories (driving, chipping and putting). The winner in each 
skill received 10 points, second place received 9 points, all the 
way down to 1 point. The player with the 
most points following all three competi-
tions won their age category. Martha 
Kuwahara of Oakbrook, Ill., finished first 
in Hampton’s age group.

Eight junior golfers — four boys and four 
girls — were crowned champions, a monumen-
tal accomplishment from the beginning quali-
fying rounds that included tens of thousands 
of participants across the country. The road 
to Augusta began last summer with 342 
local qualifiers. Those top finishers 
advanced through 60 subregionals to 
compete at 10 regional championships.

Ultimately, 80 regional winners 
earned a shot to play at Augusta last Sunday in the national finals.

Come back to the Grosse Pointe News next week for a closer look into 
Hampton’s experience at Augusta.     –Meg Leonard

CITY OF HARPER WOODS
CITY COUNCIL

MUNICIPAL BUILDING
HARPER WOODS, MICHIGAN 48225

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Harper Woods will be holding a Public 
Hearing on Monday, April 17, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. for the purpose of obtaining public input and 
comment on the Creation of a Special Assessment District to Defray the Costs to Continue the 
Maintenance and Operation of Police and Fire Protection for the City of Harper Woods.

	 1.	The	estimate	of	the	costs	and	expenses	of	the	police	and	fire	motor	vehicles,	apparatus,	
equipment,	housing	and	police	and	fire	protection	to	be	defrayed	by	an	annual	levy	on	
the lands and premises within the special assessment district.  The estimate of costs and 
expenses is $4,503,000.00.

 2. The creation of a special assessment district consisting of all of the lands and premises 
within the municipal boundaries of the City of Harper Woods.

Residents who are unable to attend this hearing may submit their written comments regarding 
this	matter	to	the	City	Clerk’s	office	prior	to	the	hearing	date.

CITY OF HARPER WOODS
Leslie M. Frank,
City Clerk

Posted: April 4, 2023
Published: April 6, 2023

Come back to the Grosse Pointe News next week for 
previews on boys and girls varsity sailing and crew.
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Photo by Mike Adzima

Goalie Ben Combs, pictured last season, 
is one of the few seniors on a youthful 
Liggett boys lacrosse team this spring.

Photo courtesy of Liggett Athletics

Liggett’s Charlie Cooksey, pic-
tured last season, is looking to 
continue his run of success on 
the links this spring after his 
sophomore season last year 
saw him finish sixth overall in 
the state.
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Classified advertising
DEADLINES
Please call for holiday deadline
dates and times, subject to change.

PRICING
Prepayment is required.
We accept credit cards, cash  
and check.

FREQUENCY DISCOUNTS
Given for multi-week scheduled
advertising, with prepayment or 
credit approval. Call for rates or for 
more information. Phone lines can 
be busy on Monday and Tuesday.
Please call early.

WORD ADS:
12 - 25 words for $25.35;
additional words are 30¢ each.
Abbreviations are not accepted.
BORDER ADS STARTING AT:
$26.00 per column inch

CLASSIFYING
AND CENSORSHIP
We reserve the right to classify 
each ad under its appropriate 
heading. The publisher reserves 
the right to edit or reject ad copy 
submitted for publication.

CORRECTIONS
AND ADJUSTMENTS
Responsibility for classified 
advertising errors is limited to either  
a cancellation of the charge or a  
re-run of the portion of the error. 
Notification must be given in time for  
the correction in the following issue.  
We assume no responsibility for the 
same after the first insertion.

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M.
CLASSIFIED WORD ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M. 

PHONE: 313-882-6900 EXT. 4 WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COMFAX: 313-882-1585

302 CAREGIVER

Free in person consultation: 888-319-2091

Personal Care
• Bathing • Dressing • Grooming

• Mouth Care • Toileting • Transferring bed/chair 
• Walking • Climbing stairs • Eating

• Medication assistance

Alzheimer’s Dementia Care
• Provide clients with a stable and routine environment. 

• Companionship
• Provide safe and trusting relationships  

with client and caregivers.
• Provide social support for family and loved ones. 

• Personal care • Medication assistance 

Hospice & Palliative Support
• Respite care: relief for primary caregiver
• Personal care • Medication assistance 
• Family and loved one social support.

Homemaker Assistance
• Shopping • Cooking • Using the phone 
• Doing light housework • Doing laundry

Transportation clients that are ambulatory
• Doctor’s appointments • Local shopping

• Local community activities

Client Sitter
• Provide companionship.

• Physically observe and redirect clients.

Services offered

001 SPECIAL PROMOS

SPRING
CLASSIFIED

SPECIAL
FREE

Attention Getter
on top of your
Classified Ad

25 words $25.35
(313)882-6900 x4

OR
classifieds@grosse
pointenews.com

100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

RURAL
LANDOWNERS!
Earn $5,000+

Every year from
hunting leases.

Upfront payments
from our hunters.
Reduce risk with
FREE $5M liability

insurance.
Call for a free quote

(888)871-1982

112 HEALTH & NUTRITION

PSYCHIATRY
Telemedicine Visits.
Medicare Part B and

Paypal accepted.
Fluent in Polish,

French and English.
Carey Vigor-Zierk

MD MEd
(586)945-4463

119 TRANSPORTATION /
TRAVEL

586-267-5941

AIRPORT
SHUTTLE!

ST. Clair Shores
resident will safely

drive your car
to or from your

destination.
References
available.

Pricing based on
destination. Please

call or text Bill
(313)721-5841

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

DATA GATHERING
BY PHONE
Part time

10 hours/ week
Work from home

Flexible hours
Pay negotiable

No sales/
overcoming
objections
Pleasant

personality/ attitude
Clear speaking

voice
Dependable

If interested email
Dena4216@
gmail.com

SUMMER JOB:
General office help.

Answer phones,
taking orders,

schedule events.
Good at

multitasking,
fast learner.

Apply 12- 2pm.
Captain Kool
Corporation,

29701 Little Mack
Roseville, 48066

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

HELP US ENVISION
THE FUTURE OF

MOBILITY!
If you're 35 or older,

we want to hear
your thoughts about

your health,
mobility, and
the future.

To see if you're
eligible to earn a
$20 Amazon gift

card by completing
a 20 minute survey,
scan the QR code

above.
When you scan this
QR code, it will take
you to a short set of
questions (5 or 6) to

determine your
eligibility. It will take
about 2 minutes to

fill out. We hope
you will help by

sharing your input!
Scan the QR Code
with Your Phone.

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

 WAREHOUSE
Worker

10am- 3pm. May
thru September.

Paid daily.
Apply in person

only
between 12 & 2pm.

Captain Kool
Corporation,

29701 Little Mack,
Roseville, 48066

209 HELP WANTED
PROFESSIONAL

EASTSIDE
Defense Litigation
Firm looking for a
Legal Secretary.

Prefer some
experience,

but will train.
Please email your
curriculum vitae

and salary
requirements to

robinlupo@
lupokoczkur.com

210 HELP WANTED
RESTAURANT

IRISH COFFEE
BAR & GRILL
now hiring
SERVERS

Apply in person
18666 Mack Avenue

Grosse Pointe
Farms

302 CAREGIVER
CITA ANGELS
HOME CARE

Caregiver services.
24 hour care. We
assist in cooking,
cleaning, bathing/
grooming, doctor's

appointments,
errands, etc.

Accepting
medicaid payments.

1(866)54-ANGEL

CAREGIVERS
available

in the privacy
of your

own home.
Best prices
guaranteed.

NOW ACCEPTING
NEW CLIENTS.
586-215-6777

office@innhomecare.net
www.innhomecare.net

Now Hiring
classifieds
313-882-6900

 You can sell it FASTER here!
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700 APTS/FLATS/DUPLEX
POINTES/HARPER WOODS

HARPER WOODS
Large two bedroom

apartment,
spacious living

room, dining room,
new kitchen floor,
blinds, windows,
bathroom vanity,

carpet, appliances,
central air, private

laundry and
storage in

basement, secure
gated parking.
No smoking or
pets allowed,

water included.
Rent: $1,325.
(586)422-8631

716 OFFICE / COMMERCIAL 
FOR RENT

CORNER OFFICE,
overlooking the

Village,
364 sq. ft. $760/
available now!

 5 room office suite
overlooking the

Village.
Has conference

room with wet bar,
kitchen, private
powder room.
Adjacent office

space available if
more square

footage is required-
near elevator
1,867 sq. ft.

$4,045/ month
available April.

 3 room office suite
700 sq. ft. $1,460.

 2 room office suite
777 sq. ft.  $1,625.

 Call Kercheval
Properties at

(313)881-2205
for a showing.

Property For Rent

900 INTERIOR / EXTERIOR 
DESIGN

Interior • Exterior
Design

*Award Winning
Design Team*
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK

 

 

  

 

 

313-886-8088

Masonary Restoration
 Chimneys - Porches
 Brick Walls - Steps

 Tuck Pointing - Patios

 
Masonry Repair

Tuckpointing
313-886-8088

 

 

  

 

 

313-886-8088

Masonary Restoration
 Chimneys - Porches
 Brick Walls - Steps

 Tuck Pointing - Patios

 
Masonry • Tuckpointing

Porches • Walkways
313-886-8088

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,

tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and

insured.
masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525

Cell (313)402-7166

•Chimneys
•Porches
•Concrete

•Steps
•Stonework

•Tuckpointing
•Patios

•Fireplaces
•Brick Work
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

914 CARPENTRY

Wood Rot
Repair Specialists

Garage
Straightening
Deck Repairs

Crown Molding
Custom Wood

Projects
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

920 CHIMNEY REPAIR

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,

tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and

insured.
masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525

Cell (313)402-7166

927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

ALL TYPES OF
CLEANOUTS &
DEMOLITION

Junk Removal,
Garage Clean Outs
Foreclosure Clean

Outs, Small
Demolitions,

Estate Clean Outs
Realtor Cleanups,

Residential &
Commercial
Clean Outs
Apartment
Basement
Cleanups,
Household

Junk Removal
Yard Junk Removal,
Appliance Removal,
Furniture Removal
Construction and

Renovations Debris
Removal

Repossession
Trash- Outs

(313)649-3047
John

927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

 Debris Removal
•Clean Outs

•Hauling Unwanted
Items

•Dumpsters
Available
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

DUMPSTERS
AVAILABLE

•Clean outs
•Basement/

  Garage Cleanout
•Debris Removal

 (313)408-1166
929 DRYWALL / PLASTERING

"Chip" 
Gibson 

Painting

Painting & Plaster

chipgibsonpainting@yahoo.com
(313) 884-5764

930 ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Electrical Repairs
Code Violations

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Electrical Repair 
Lights - Switches - Plugs 

936 FLOOR SANDING /
REFINISHING

FLOOR
laying, sanding
and refinishing.
Free estimates.

Terry Yerke
(586)823-7753

939 GENERAL SERVICES

WINDOW
CLEANING

Gutters • Leaves
Tom Micoli

(313)656-9402

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

BRYS
LAWN & SNOW
Spring cleanup,
weekly cutting,
bush trimming,

weeding.
Free quotes.

Established 1986.
Jim Sr.

(586)804-2186

DAVE's
TREE & SHRUB
Tree Removal/

Trimming
Stump Grinding
Gutter Cleaning

25% Winter
Discounts

Free Estimates
20 years

Senior Discounts
*FIREWOOD*

SAFE
SOCIAL DISTANCING

(586)216-0904

Jose's
Landscaping

Services
Power wash patios.
Brick patio repair,

installation
and sealer.

Landscape, mulch
and sod.

Shrub trimming.
Spring Clean- up.

Garden
Maintenance.
(313)207-3276

Full Service
Landscaping

Company
Lawn Mowing
Spring Cleanup

Fertilizing
Bushes Trimmed
Sod Installation

Ponds
Brick Paving

Landscape Design
Snow Removal
(313)205-6907

944 GUTTERS

ELIMINATE
gutter cleaning

forever!
LeafFilter,

the most advanced
debris- blocking

gutter protection.
Schedule a

FREE LeafFilter
estimate today.

15% off
entire purchase.

Plus 10% Senior &
Military discounts.

Call 1(866)495-1709

Gutter
Replacement

& Repair
5 & 6 inch

Gutter Guards
Gutter Cleaning
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
Temper Aluminum

Gutter Covers
Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

945 HANDYMAN

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Service

Electrical - Plumbing

We're your "TO DO"
list handymen!

Let us help you with
any plumbing,

electrical,
carpentry and
much more.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
 (313)408-1166

945 HANDYMAN

HANDYMAN
specializing in

Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning,

Electrical
and miscellaneous

odd jobs.
Lifetime career

experience,
reference available.
Call Douglas Kehrer

at
(586)292-5971

947 HEATING & COOLING
REPAIR

 SPECIALIZING
IN SERVICE &

INSTALLATION:
•Furnace & Boilers
•Air Conditioning
•SDHV Spacepak

•Indoor Air Quality
•Ductless Mini

Splits
•Tankless Water

Heaters
(586)489-3884
www.mccarver

mech.com
FREE ESTIMATES!

948 INSULATION

A quiet home is a
relaxing home!

Blown in Cellulose
Insulation is GREEN,

cost and energy
efficient. Red Baron
Enterprises, LLC can
insulate your home.

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

"Chip" 
Gibson 

Painting

Painting & Plaster

chipgibsonpainting@yahoo.com
(313) 884-5764

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Custom Paint - Plaster
Repair & Restoration

FREE CONSULT

313-886-8088
HANDYMAN SERVICES

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Custom Paint - Plaster
Repair & Restoration

FREE CONSULT

313-886-8088
HANDYMAN SERVICES

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Custom Paint - Plaster
Repair & Restoration

FREE CONSULT

313-886-8088
HANDYMAN SERVICES

JOHN’S PAINTING
Interior/Exterior

Repairing:
Damaged plaster,
 drywall, cracks,

windows
puttying, caulking.
Fire/Water damage

 insurance work.
 All work

guaranteed
 G. P. References
 License/Insured
Free estimates
Senior Discount
(313)882-5038

Painting Services
Interior & Exterior

Floors
Drywall
Plaster

Restoration
Wood Finishing

+ Staining
+ much more!

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

957 PLUMBING
& INSTALLATION

Plumbing
Diagnosis

Installation
Repair

Hot Water Tanks
Snaking

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

957 PLUMBING
& INSTALLATION

SPECIALIZING
IN SERVICE &
INSTALLATION

•Standard Water
Heaters

•Tankless Water
Heater

•Boiler Repair
(Steam &

Hot Water)
(586)489-3884
www.mccarver

mech.com
FREE ESTIMATES!

960 ROOFING SERVICES

NEW INSTALLATION
Roofs, Gutters

Repairs
Siding

Financing Available!
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

Residential
Commecial

ROOFING EXPERTS
Lifetime Warranty

on Shingles
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

RR CODDENS
Family since 1924

(313)886-5565
(313)550-6602

Licensed•Builder•Insured

Re-Roofs ~ Tear Offs
Flat Roofs

Chimney Repair

Classifieds
Work For You

To place an ad call:
(313)882-6900 x4

Directory of ServiceS
Some classifications are not required by law to be licensed. Please check with the proper state agency to verify license.

406 ESTATE SALES

ESTATESALES.NET/MI/HARPER-WOODS/48225/3607530

HARPER WOODS 4 DAY ESTATE SALE
20446 LENNON ST. - NEAR POUPARD ELEMENTARY
APRIL 13, 14, 15 & 16, THUR-SUN 9-5:00 PM

CALL MICHAEL FOR QUESTIONS: 313-885-5600

www.harttestatesales.com | 313-885-5600

92 YEAR OLD – 66 YEAR ORIGINAL RESIDENT & HOUSE 
JAMMED WITH MID-CENTURY MODERN GRINNEL 
BROTHERS PIANO, MID-CENTURY FURNITURE, APPLIANCES, 
BEDROOM SUITES, KITCHENETTE TABLE CHAIRS VINTAGE 
ELECTRONICS, FINE ARTS PAINTINGS, SCULPTURES, 
RECORDS, CHINA CABINETS, HAND WOVEN RUGS, VINTAGE 
CLOTHING,VINTAGE HATS & JEWELRY, MILITARY PHOTO’S 
TOO MUCH TO LIST WITH JAMMED HOME.

SEE LINK BELOW FOR 100’S PHOTOS

312 ORGANIZING

DUCKS IN A ROW
De-cluttering and
organizing your
home! Closets,

basements,
whole house.
Organize your
paper clutter.

Home information,
notebooks,

Medical journals,
memory albums.

Becky Schlaff
(313)580-2528
Susan Mason
(313)910-9705

schlaffb@
comcast.net
rwmason@

comcast.net

400 ANTIQUES /
COLLECTIBLES

C's CARDS
&

COLLECTIBLES
Sports cards

1950's to present,
plus autographed

memorabilia,
custom frames, etc.

17898 Mack
Grosse Pointe
just south of
Washington

(313)469-1551

403 AUCTIONS

NO HASSLE
ONLINE AUCTIONS

We list whole
estates and
collectables.

No fancy setup.
No strangers in

your house.
All items

listed online.
Two day pickup at
the end of the sale.

Contact Joe at
JMW Consulting

for more
information

(313)300-2122

406 ESTATE SALES

EVERYTHING
GOES!

Chaundy
Art Gallery

STORE CLOSING
Retiring

20331 Mack
Grosse Pointe

Woods
Thank you for 35

great years.
Tuesday- Saturday

11- 4.
(313)378-8485

406 ESTATE SALES

GROSSE POINTE
WOODS

Estate Sale
636 Woods Lane

Offered by
JC ESTATE SALE

SERVICES
Friday &
Saturday,
April 7- 8

9am daily start
Mid century
modern style

furniture including
matching couch
& accent chairs,

dining room table
& chairs, curio

cabinet & server,
Waterford crystal,

accent mirrors,
almost new gray
leather sectional,
recliner, coffee &

end tables, minibar
&

MUCH MORE.

415 WANTED TO BUY

SELL ME YOUR
VINYL RECORDS
We buy LP's, 45's

No collection
too large.

We come to you!
RIPE RECORDS

Call (313)469-7479

602 FORD

2004 Chrysler PT
Cruiser,

absolutely no rust,
84,000 miles,

$3,400.
(586)758-2402

603 GENERAL MOTORS

2006 Pontiac G6 GT,
2 door, no rust,

runs good, $1,500.
(586)758-2402

603 GENERAL MOTORS

2013 Cadillac XTS,
Black, black

windows, black
leather, $5,500.
(586)758-2402

605 FOREIGN

2008 Toyota Camry,
automatic,

runs great, in
terrible condition.

$1,200.
(586)758-2402

606 SPORT UTILITY

2003 Nissan
Pathfinder,
very solid,

lady owned car,
runs well! $2,500.

(586)758-2402

2006 Mercury
Mariner, runs great,

$1,500.
(586)758-2402

2014 Jeep Patriot
Latitude,

runs & drives great,
$3,995.

(586)758-2402

611 TRUCKS

2003 Dodge Dakota
extended cab 4x4,

runs and drives
very well!

$2,500
(586)758-2402

612 VANS

2002 Chrysler
Voyager Minivan

45,000 miles, rusty.
Runs & drives good.

$1,500.
(586)758-2402

2010 Chrysler
Town & Country,

stow- n- go, $3,995.
(586)758-2402

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

Sell your Art, Antiques, Furniture, 
etc. in our Marketplace section 
featuring treasures and vintage 
items from here in the local area 
and around the region.

    What’s Old
         Is News Again

Special Pricing!
plus free
photo

$20

Call the Classifi eds
for more details.

313-882-6900 ext. 1

SAM
PLE
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