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The Grosse Pointe 
News is changing the 
deadline for its July 6 
issue due to the Fourth of 
July holiday. 

Letters to the Editor 
must be submitted by 3 
p.m. Thursday, June 29, 
to be considered for the 
July 6 newspaper. 

Information for obitu-
aries is required by 3 
p.m. Thursday, June 29, 
to be included in the July 
6 edition.

The deadline for all dis-
play advertising is 3 p.m. 
Wednesday, June 28.

Classified ads are 
required by noon Friday, 
June 30.

The Grosse Pointe 
News offi ce will be closed 
Monday and Tuesday, 
July 3 and 4. It will 
reopen at  8  a .m. 
Wednesday, July 5.

Fourth 
of July 
schedule 
changes

T H E  G R O S S E 
POINTES — Middle and 
high school teachers will 
not pilot an equitable 
grading system this fall 
after members of the 
Grosse Pointe Public 
School System Board of 
Education said they would 
not support the measure.

It was to have been 
voted on at the meeting 
Tuesday, July 25. It was 
p u l l e d  a f t e r 
Superintendent Jon Dean 
polled board members 
individually.

“He asked us which 
methodology outlined in 
their document we sup-

ported and the answer 
was none,” President 
Ahmed Ismail said. “It’s a 
non-starter.”

Dan Hartley, director of 
secondary instruction, 
presented the idea to the 
board’s Curriculum 
Committee in May and at 
the full board meeting 
June 20. Hartley said a 
team of two dozen teach-
ers and administrators 
worked on the plan over 
the course of the past 
school year.

“It could really be called 
grading for consistency,” 
Har t l ey  to ld  the 
Curriculum Committee. 
“Right now, you could 
have two students in the 
same building taking the 

same class from two dif-
ferent teachers who do the 
same level of work and 
end up getting different 
grades.”

The plan was to have 
each department at the 
three middle and two high 
schools come up with 
common grading expecta-
tions and procedures for 
each course. Summative 
evaluations, such as tests, 
assignments, labs and 
essays, would have made 
up 80 percent of a stu-
dent’s grade. Students 
also would have been able 
to be reassessed via test 
retakes, paper/project 
revisions and other learn-
ing opportunities.

Extra credit no longer 

would have been awarded 
and things like behavior, 
meeting deadlines and 
completing homework 
would have been no more 
than 10 percent of a stu-
dent’s grade.

“I can’t speak for the 
other board members, but 
I just want to see a grading 
system that’s consistent 
by department at each 
building,” Ismail said. “It’s 
just common sense. We’re 
one school system and we 
want students to have the 
same experience.”

Treasurer Sean Cotton 
agreed.

“I would like for the 
administration to direct 

Equitable grading a no-go for GPPSS
By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

COURTESY PHOTO

Anthony Alcantara, M.D., snapped this stunning photo Sunday of storm clouds rolling in over the Grosse 
Pointe Yacht Club.

GROSSE POINTE 
PARK — Nothing per-
sonal, but cost-cutters at 
city hall don’t think one 
candidate is worth the 
cost of a primary elec-
tion.

Although this year’s 
Aug. 8 council primary to 
eliminate one of seven 
contenders and Nov. 7 
council and mayoral 
main elections will pro-
ceed as scheduled, future 
municipal polling may 
take place in one swoop 
rather than step-by-step.

Eliminating the council 
primary this year could 
save a projected $13,400.

A primary is triggered 
by at least twice as many 
candidates filing for 
offi ce than there are open 
seats available, accord-
ing to the Park’s city 
charter.

This year, seven coun-
cil candidates are com-
peting for three available 
seats. Voters in the 
August primary are 
tasked with eliminating 
one candidate in prepa-
ration for the November 
election. In November, 
voters pick the fi nal three 
winners.

“This is the second 
time in a row this has 
happened,” said City 
Manager Nick Sizeland, 
referring to the 2019 
council primary to elimi-
nate one candidate.

In this year’s mayoral 
race, only two candidates 
are registered — Mayor 

Park 
primed 
to end 
primaries
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — Officers will 
never request money over 
the phone or via email, the 
Grosse Pointe Farms 
Public Safety Department 
is warning, after scam-
mers spoofed the depart-
ment’s phone number last 
Friday. 

As detailed in a Nixle 

alert sent midday, spoof-
ing describes the criminal 
act of cloning or copying 
a phone number, so it 
looks like a legitimate call 
on the receiver’s caller ID.  

Farms residents were 
too smart for the ploy, 
however, as the depart-
ment received numerous 
reports that someone 
from the department’s 
number had called and 
requested payment due to 

a missed court appear-
ance, but not a single 
report of anyone provid-
ing the funds. 

“Most of the time (the 
scam) is that, ‘We have a 
warrant for your arrest 
and you have to pay us 
this money right now,’” 
Farms Detective Lt. 
Antonio Trupiano said. 
“We’re never going to call 
you and tell you to pay 
money. We’re going to tell 

you to come in and turn 
yourself in, but we’ll never 
call you and say you have 
to pay money over the 
phone.”

He also cautioned 
against posting liberally 
on social media and sug-
gested keeping accounts 
private. 

“They’re always going 
to sound like they know 
you,” he said of scam-
mers. “So the more infor-

mation you put out on 
social media, the better it 
is for them, because 
they’ll study their subject 
before they call you. So 
they’ll know who your 
family is, they’ll know 
who your nephews are. If 
you put all that on social 
media, they know all of 
it.”

Residents can sign up to 
receive future Nixle alerts 
at nixle.com. 

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Scammers pretend to be GP Farms offi cers

See GPPSS, page 3A See PARK, page 3A

Home: Grosse Pointe Park
Primary care physician puts 
family, faith first

Pointer of
INTEREST

See story, page 4A

Margaret Eckel, D.O.Margaret Eckel, D.O.
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GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— For reasons no one at 
city hall seems to know 
but attribute to the affa-
bility of small-town life, 
the Park has been collect-
ing summer property tax-
es on the wrong date.

State law stipulates a 
Sept. 14 collection date.

Park practice, how-
ever, is an Aug. 31 dead-
line for residents to pay 
summer tax bills. The 
Aug. 31 date is a provi-
sion of the city charter.

The discrepancy pits 
state law against the 
charter and began before 
City Manager Nick 
Sizeland began working 
for the Park seven years 
ago — and likely before 
his birth.

It was noticed during 
procedural reviews by 
new municipal Finance 
Director Ginger Moriarty, 
hired in April, and new 
outside legal counsel Dan 
Kelly, retained in October 
2022.

Section 9.16 of the 
charter reads, “All taxes 
paid on or before August 
31st of each year shall be 
collected by the treasurer 
without collection fee.”

There’s no mention of 
Sept. 14, although the 
charter specifi es a 1 per-
cent late fee is added to 
taxes paid in September, 
with additional 0.5 per-

cent late fees added each 
month thereafter.

“In prior years, the city 
has had a summer tax-
due date of Sept. 14,” 
Sizeland said. “It was dis-
covered by the city 
fi nance director that the 
city charter calls for a col-
lection date of Aug. 31.”

Members of the city 
council on June 12, 
agreed to begin work 
aligning the charter with 
the state deadline of Sept. 
14.

“For now, until the 
charter is amended, sum-
mer taxes are due by 
Aug. 31,” Sizeland said. 
“Residents who are eligi-
ble for deferment of their 
summer property taxes 
may still fi le their intent 
to defer by Sept. 14.”

The city attorney 
advised Park offi cials to 
follow the charter until it 
can be put in line with 
Michigan statutes.

“I’ll bring a charter 
amendment to effec-
tively make us follow the 
state law, Sept. 14,” 
Sizeland said.

Action doesn’t amount 
to a rewrite of the char-
ter, which would require 
the establishment of a 
special commission and 
involvement by the state 
governor, according to 
Kelly.

Proper ty  owners 
should receive their tax 
bills in the mail by July 1, 
according to Moriarty.

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Summer tax 
date re-do

GROSSE POINTE PARK — The 
people being interviewed during the 
fi rst of three Kercheval After 6 fami-
ly street festivals of the summer last 
Saturday seemed delivered from the 
sponsors’ central casting.

All of them — an old friend, mem-
bers of an extended family, an 
elected offi cial, Park residents, res-
idents of another Pointe and out-of-
town visitors — embodied what 
organizers of the After 6 series 
sought:

“They attract the largest crowds 
to the Park and give us exposure 
that we wouldn’t get without them,” 
said Joe Hebeka, founder and pres-
ident of the Grosse Pointe Park 
Business Association, in last week’s 
preview.

“The city wants our residents to 
have fun and to attract people from 
outside Grosse Pointe Park to be 
aware of the businesses,” added 
Park Manager Nick Sizeland at the 
same time.

Attractions June 24 included 
local restaurants and shops, live 
pop music, food trucks, a carnival 
ride, ax throwing and more, arrayed 
over three blocks of often shoulder-
to-shoulder pedestrians in the 
lower Kercheval business district.

An ax-throwing instructor kept 
telling patrons inside a fenced 
enclosure they’d get better results 
by throwing the tumbling weapon 
toward a wood bullseye in one con-
trolled, sinuous motion.

“It’s in one motion,” he repeated 

remarkably calmly as seemingly 
every participant showed the ax-
throwing skills of someone drop-
ping a grocery bag of canned goods 
down the basement stairs.

Bill Wengel of the Farms took 
time from his hobby of restoring his 
fourth Jaguar Roadster, this one a 
1961 edition colored opalescent 
dark blue, to attend Kercheval After 
6 with his wife, Jennifer; 14-year-
old daughter, Claire; and son-in-
law, Everato Tapia.

“We came down for dinner at The 
Bricks and to enjoy the festivities,” 
Wengel said.

Caroline Okonowski of the Park 
was there with her three boys, 
Michael, 7; Cameron 5; and Julian, 
4.

“We come every summer to all 
the After 6s,” Okonowski said. “We 
love the food trucks, the family 
aspect of it all. It’s a great thing to 

do with the family.”
Okonowski invited her cousin, 

Allison Zombo, and Zombo’s son, 
Giovanni, 5, from Macomb 
Township.

“With all the different things they 
have for kids, it’s a great night,” 
Zombo said.

She and her son shared a seat on 
the Dixie Twister, a spinning swing 
ride.

“I liked it,” Giovanni said. “It was 
fast.”

A block up the road, Park 
Councilman Max Wiener said, 
“This where I get to relax. My son 
is here with fi ve different families 
with kids. Everyone’s having a 
good time. This is why I like the 
Park. Everybody gets along and 
there’s a sense of community.”

Kercheval After 6 resumes 6 to 10 
p.m. Saturdays, July 22 and Aug. 
26.

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

After 6 
goes as 
planned

PHOTO BY BRAD LINDBERG

Five-year-old Giovanni Zombo holds onto his mom, Allison, during a 
ride June 24, on the Dixie Twister at the fi rst of three Kercheval After 
6 street fairs this summer in Grosse Pointe Park. Allison Zombo, of 
Macomb Township, is a cousin of Park resident and fellow After 6 at-
tendee Caroline Okonowski.

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — A joint 
meeting of city council 
and the planning com-
mission Monday, June 
19, to address the city’s 
strengths and weak-
nesses was the most re-
cent step in updating 
the master plan.

Council in December 
awarded a $15,000 con-
tract to Giffels Webster 
to begin the process. 
Giffels Webster is a 
Detro i t -based  c iv i l 
engineering firm that 
revamped the city’s 
zoning ordinances to 
make them searchable 
o n l i n e .  S t a t e  l a w 
requires municipalities 

to review their master 
plan every five years.

According to  the 
American Planning 
Association, a master 
plan is a policy guide 
for future development. 
It doesn’t carry the 
weight of law, but helps 
shape the ordinances 
that do.

“We’ve been working 
with the planning com-
mission the past few 
months to get things 
rolling,” said Jill Bahm, 
a certified planner with 
Giffels Webster. “One 
of the more fun parts is 
hearing the broad, big-
picture questions.”

A survey of strengths 
and weaknesses sent to 

Moving ahead 
with master plan
By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

See PLAN, page 4A

CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — To what de-
gree is not yet known, but 
the City of Grosse Pointe 
will at least partially real-
ize its long-term goal of 
sewer separation north of 
Waterloo between Grosse 
Pointe Court and Fisher 
Road.

Since requesting a $28 
million low-interest loan 
through Michigan’s 
Clean Water State 
Revolving Fund, city offi -
cials recently learned 
they will receive a mini-

mum of $9,971,000 to a 
maximum of $24,536,000 
in grant funding requir-
ing a 10 percent match.

“If we receive a mini-
mum amount, we would 
then reduce our project 
… down to $11,000,079 if 
we want to get the $10 
million,” interim City 
Manager Stephen Poloni 
reported, adding this 
means the city may pay 
just $1 million to get the 
nearly $10 million or, on 
the highest end, pay $3.5 
million to get $24.5 mil-
lion. 

The City also has 
received positive word 

regarding a $520,000 
loan application to con-
nect roof drains in The 
Village commercial dis-
trict to the storm sewer 
instead of the sanitary 
system. 

This loan comes 
through the Michigan 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Environment, Great 
Lakes and Energy’s 
Strategic Water Quality 
Initiatives Fund program. 

Upon application, the 
City was informed it was 
the only municipality to 
submit under the pro-
gram and now is being 
told the funds are avail-

able. 
“That’s not a guaran-

tee, but it was that the 
funds are available and 
that we’re on the top of 
the list for the SWQIF 
loan,” Poloni said. “… So 
it looks like that project 
may go forward.”

New grants
City council this month 

also approved applying 
for two road reconstruc-
tion matching grants of 
up to $250,000 each 
through the Michigan 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Transportation for the 
2024 road work season. 
The program is intended 
for Michigan municipali-
ties with populations less 
than 10,000. 

The first project — 
Lakeland resurfacing 
f rom Maumee  to 
Kercheval — already is on 
the docket for 2024, and is 
estimated at $572,500.

The second — Notre 
Dame resurfacing from 
Jefferson to Maumee — 
currently is planned for 
the 2025 street improve-
ment program, but would 
be moved up to next year 
if the grant application is 
successful. The estimated 
cost of construction is 
$491,000.

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

City to receive sewer separation grant

THE GROSSE POINTES 
— Flood-victim attorney 
Paul Doherty regards 
himself in a legal card 
game of put up or shut 
up.

He has to show his 
cards; put up. His oppo-
nents don’t. They’re 
claiming the pot and, 
adios, pilgrim, fading to 

black. A judge agrees.
Doherty doesn’t like it. 

’Taint sivilized.
“It’s a rigged game,” 

he said. “Meaning you 
allow one side to present 
proof and you don’t 
allow the other side to 
challenge it.”

Them thar’s fightin’ 
words, which is why 
Doherty, representing 
about 600 and poten-
tially thousands of peo-

ple suffering losses from 
sewer fl ooding during a 
downpour two years 
ago, is more eager than 
ever to argue his case in 
court.

He’s seeking damages 
against numerous agen-
cies and jurisdictions — 
including the Great 
Lakes Water Authority, 
which operates storm 
pumps and is contracted 
to provide wastewater 

services for the Grosse 
Pointes and 74 other 
communities in south-
east Michigan; eastside 
Detroit pumping station 
owners Detroit Water 
a n d  S e w e r a g e 
Department (DWSD), 
Grosse Pointe Park, City 
and Farms — for infra-
structure failures that 
culminated June 25 to 

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Dismissal riles fl ood attorney, clients

See FLOOD, page 5A



THE GROSSE POINTES 
— A magnolia tree plant-
ed at Patterson Park dur-
ing a ceremonial service 
over Memorial Day 

weekend is marked with 
a plaque to honor the life 
of Brian Fraser, a Grosse 
Pointe Park resident 
who lost his life in the 
February shooting at 
M i c h i g a n  S t a t e 
University. 

The tree, along with 
a n o t h e r  m a g n o l i a 
planted at Windmill 
Pointe Park on the island 
just past the guard house 
entrance, is only the fi rst 
in a soon-to-come pleth-
ora of trees, which will 

serve as a long-lasting 
legacy for the Grosse 
Pointe South graduate. 

“They’ll be planting all 
of the trees in the com-
ing months,” organizer 
Rick Whitney said via 
email, since “Go Green 

x3” — a fundraiser 
begun in early March to 
cover the cost and 
named for the conver-
gence of MSU, planting 
trees and St. Patrick’s 
Day — now is wrapping 
up. 

S u r p a s s i n g  t h e 
$25,000 fundraising 
goal, nearly $29,000 was 
brought in through more 
than 200 donations. 

The funds will allow 
120 trees to be planted 
in Fraser’s honor — 
marked with green and 
white r ibbons and 
spread throughout the 
City, Farms and Park. 

“People have been so 
generous, not just fi nan-
cially, as kind words and 
prayers have been fl ow-
ing too,” Whitney said. 
“Donations have come 
in from far and wide too, 
including a former 
Pointer who now lives in 
Hawaii.”

Embree Sign Co. in St. 
Clair Shores donated the 
Patterson Park plaque, 
while  Marine City 
Nursery is handling the 
planting in an especially 
thoughtful way, Whitney 
added. 
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our teams to research 
options for the standard-
ization of grades that bet-
ter refl ect the standards 
our community expects,” 
he said. “There has to be 
grading methods with 
studies to support those 
methods that more closely 
align with academic excel-
lence.”

Dean said the next steps 
remain to be seen.

“We’ll reflect on this 
moving forward and look 
at it in the fall,” he said.

Cotton is the owner of 
the Grosse Pointe News.

GPPSS:
Continued from page 1A

Michele Hodges and 
Councilwoman Christine 
Gallagher — not enough 
to necessitate a primary.

“I would like to bring a 
charter amendment to 
council in July to see 
about eliminating the pri-
mary election, because 
this is the second year it’s 
been a big cost to the city 
to eliminate one council 
candidate,” Sizeland 
said. “Is it worth $10,000 
a pop?”

New city Finance 
Director Ginger Moriarty 
itemized anticipated 
costs of this year’s coun-
cil primary.

“Ginger and I said let’s 
create election and city 
clerk budget items so we 

can better understand 
the costs,” Sizeland said.

In terms of offi ce sup-
plies, operating costs 
and related expenditures 
alone — no personnel 
costs were included — 
Moriarty tallied the 
$13,400 fi gure.

So far, no members of 
the council are opposing 
the idea openly, as most 
continue seeking the 
kinds of operating effi -
ciencies and savings that 
fl ipped a projected fi scal 
year 2023-24 $1.1 budget 
deficit into an antici-
pated $156,400 surplus.

“We’re pursuing bud-
get-relieving and budget-
enhancing solutions,” 
Mayor Hodges said. 
“This is a budget-reliev-
ing one. However, we 

have to properly vet it 
and make sure it doesn’t 
have unintended impli-
cations by doing so.”

Altering the charter 
would constitute an 
amendment,  not  a 
rewrite, according to the 
city attorney. A rewrite 
requires establishment 
of a special commission 
and involvement by the 
state governor.

Council candidates this 
year are Brent Dreaver, 
Jay Kennedy, Timothy 
Kolar, incumbent Martin 
M c M i l l a n ,  K i r k 
Merametdjian, Elvis 
Torres and Heather Ulku.

Councilman Brian 
Brenner, appointed to 
offi ce last year to fi ll a 
vacancy, and incumbent 
Councilman Vikas Relan, 

a member since 2019, 
are not seeking re-elec-
tion.

Sizeland said a charter 
update this year wouldn’t 
impact the current elec-
tion cycle.

“It would probably take 
place next year,” he said. 
“We would propose elim-
inating the primary so 
everyone just goes to the 
general election. Each 
primary election costs 
roughly $10,000 to 
$12,000.”

“It’s one of those things 
we need to take a close 
look at and evaluate 
whether it’s worth imple-
menting,” Hodges said. 
“That’s the short term. In 
the long term, we need to 
be looking at an overhaul 
of the charter.”

PARK:
Continued from page 1A

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — When a cus-
tomized table for the 
Farms fi re hall kitchen ar-
rived in unexpectedly bad 
condition amid recent 
renovations,  Fire 
Special ist  Amber 
Williams, whose father is 
a carpenter, asked if she 
could give the project a 
go. 

“I was like, I think I can 
do better and they let me 
run with it,” she said, 
which is how a bowling 
alley lane — found on 
Facebook, edged, refur-
bished and paired with 
table legs from a welder 
in Connecticut — now 
sits as the centerpiece 
around which Farms offi -
cers enjoy homemade 
Sunday dinners each 
week.

The Farms is unique 
among the Pointes as the 
only department with 
four dedicated fi re spe-
cialists. Each serves 
24-hour shifts, highlight-
ing the necessity of the 
living quarters, which 
hadn’t seen any signifi -
cant upgrades since its 
construction.

As a changing-of-the-
guard occurs — with the 
crew of four specialists 
who all joined within a 
year of each other begin-
ning to retire after more 
than two decades — a 
complete overhaul of the 
fi re hall’s living quarters 
wrapped up last week.

“It had a circa 1950s, 

1940s look to it and, back 
in the day, it was proba-
bly pretty nice,” said Lt. 
Thom Dionne, who led 
the renovation project, 
“but fast forward a whole 
bunch of years …”

The most significant 
changes include the 
eight-foot drop ceiling in 
the kitchen being raised 
to 12 feet; the dorm being 
split into two separate 
sleeping spaces for when 
two specialists are on the 
same shift; the half bath 
now including a shower 
so specialists returning 
from a fi re scene no lon-
ger need to cross the 
building to the officer 

locker room; and a dish-
washer being placed in 
the kitchen for the fi rst 
time.

“The low-ranking offi -
cer was the dishwasher,” 
Dionne joked. 

Among the nearly all-
encompassing upgrades 
also was a kitchen light 
fi xture made of pipes by 
a Ukrainian designer, 
new recliners in the com-
mon area branded with 
the Farms department 
logo, deeper cabinets, 
new fl ooring and updated 
appliances. 

While Ed Russell of 
Russell Development 
brought in a team to 

reconstruct the dorm, for 
the rest of the recon-
struction, the department 
took the responsibility to 
hire general contractors 
and do a decent amount 
of the work itself. Some 
parts were easier than 
others — namely a busted 
pipe in the bathroom and 
the placement of com-
mercial fridges to replace 
two ordinary home 
fridges.

“We had to breach a 
wall to get the fridges in 
because they didn’t fi t,” 
Dionne recalled, pointing 
out a doorway where the 
thick frame had been 
entirely removed.  

One of the next proj-
ects on the docket for the 
Farms department is a 
renovation of the offi cer 
locker room. 

“That’s one of the great 

things about working 
here in the Farms,” 
Dionne said, “is we 
always get what we need 
and sometimes we get 
what we want.”

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Fire hall living quarters brought into 21st century

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

Above, Fire Specialist Amber Williams made the new kitchen table out of an 
old bowling alley lane. Right, top to bottom, new recliners in the common area 
feature the Farms fi re department logo; the complete overhaul of the fi re hall’s 
living quarters included commercial-grade fridges and stoves; and the renova-
tions allowed the single dorm room to be split into two separate sleeping spac-
es for when two specialists are on the same shift.

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Pointers show up for ‘Go Green x3’

See GREEN, page 5A
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Margaret Eckel, D.O., 
is exactly where she 
belongs.

The lifetime Grosse 
Pointer — she briefly 
slipped away to earn an 
education — is still at 
home in the Park, in 
close proximity to where 
she grew up.

Her connection to the 
community is prominent 
in the people she serves 
as a family medicine 
physician in St. Clair 
Shores.

“This is a small town — 
it’s got a small-town 
feel,” she said. “I see the 
teachers I had, kids I 
used to babysit for. I was 
a swim coach for eight 
summers in a row; I see 
those people and their 
parents. I love that home-
town feel.

“They gave me so 
much,” she added. 
“Maybe I can turn it 
around and be there for 
them. It’s a nice feeling 
to be able to give back. 
And because I grew up 
here, I know there are 
really nice people here.”

Eckel attended St. 
Clare of Montefalco 
School, then graduated 
from Grosse Pointe 
South High School 
before heading to the 
University of Michigan. 
She spent four years at 
the New York Institute of 
Technology’s College of 
Osteopathic Medicine, 
where she met her hus-
band, David.

“I wanted to do pediat-
ric oncology after medi-
cal school,” she said, “but 
it’s so tough, not just the 
kids, but the parents, too. 
I knew I wanted some-
thing very people- and 
patient-oriented. My 
mother, who adored fam-

ily practitioners, said, 
‘Why don’t you try family 
medicine?’

“I always wanted pedi-
atrics, but, head to toe, I 
love this,” she added. 
“When I fi rst started out, 
I delivered a few babies. 
Now I take those babies 
into my practice. The last 
baby I delivered just got 
married.”

Fresh out of medical 
school, Eckel did her res-
idency at Bon Secours 
Hospital, now Corewell 
Health Grosse Pointe 
Hospital. She began pri-
vate practice in 1999, at 
Shorepointe Family 
Physicians. She was 
there 20 years before 
branching out in 2019, to 
her current location, 
which she shares with 
partners Mark Alrais, 
M.D. ,  and Neethu 
Mathew, M.D. 

She treats people at 
every stage of life, from 
newborns to geriatric 
patients.

“We have a very hard-
working offi ce staff that 
stayed with us through 
COVID,” Eckel noted. 
“They’re amazing people 
who care, from my part-
ners to our PAs, Farah 
Alrais and Brandon 
Grady.”

When Eckel first 
started her current prac-
tice, the Rev. Rich 
Bartozek, director of 
spiritual care at Corewell, 
asked what he could give 
her for her offi ce.

“I said, ‘I want you to 
come and bless it, so we 
can help people and 
make sure we see every-
thing we need to.’

“He was here early 
morning — it was still 
dark — at 7:30 with holy 
water,” she continued. “It 
was just the two of us. He 
blessed this place and 
said the most beautiful 

prayer. I thought, ‘What 
a gift,’ because that’s all 
you want to do is help 
people and make them 
feel safe.”

Eckel’s faith plays a 
large role not just in her 
practice, but also her life. 
She lives by the words of 
her “No. 1 person,” 
Father Solanus Casey, 
who said, “Foster confi -
dence in God and thank 
him ahead of time for 
whatever he chooses to 
send us.”

A member of and vol-
unteer at St. Clare of 
Montefalco Catholic 
Church, Eckel noted the 
importance of her church 
community.

“We have the best pas-
tor, Father Andrew 
Kowalczyk, and two 
nuns, Sister Kathy Avery 
and Sister Mary Peter 
Cato. They’re all wonder-
ful. The school, the 
church, the athletic pro-
gram — we try to support 
those as much as we 
can.”

Eckel also supports her 
patients as much as she 
can, often spending her 
midweek day off visiting 
elderly shut-in patients.

“There’s nothing more 
rewarding than that,” 
she said. “I just take their 
blood pressure, check 
their medications, see 
how they’re doing. It’s 
just a ‘hi’ visit, but it’s 
still a medical visit and I 
think it means a lot to 
people.”

Eckel said she is proud 
to be part of a strong 
medical community, 
including the “amazing 
nurses, respiratory ther-
apists and ER physicians 
(who) were miraculous 
during COVID,” she said. 
“That was like nothing I 
hope we ever have to 
endure again. The care 
they provided was amaz-

ing. I was lucky to be 
part of it, to see it hap-
pening every day. What a 
blessing.”

Though the strains of 
the pandemic have set-
tled down, Eckel said 
being a primary care 
physician still is a 24/7 
job.

“There’s never a dull 
moment,” she said. “The 
medical care in this com-
munity — I can text or 
call any specialist, any 
time of day, any day, and 
they will get back to me 
immediately. The spe-
cialists are amazing. The 
nurses are amazing. This 
community I belong to, I 
can’t ever say enough 
about it. … It’s a great 
fraternity to be a part of.”

So strong is her love 
for family medicine, 
Eckel makes a point to 
share her passion with 

young people interested 
in medical careers.

“There’s a ton of young 
people who rotate 
through this offi ce,” she 
said. “A lot of them want 
to go to PA school, which 
has become very popular 
the last fi ve or 10 years. 
But these young people 
can’t apply until they 
have experience, so we 
employ them and let 
them handle everything 
with us. We get them for 
a year and they get all 
this experience. … It’s 
been a huge joy to do 
that.

“… I tell them, don’t 
knock (family medicine) 
until you see it in action,” 
she added. “It’s been the 
most delightful thing, 
helping young people 
who want to go some-
where, showing them the 
ropes and helping guide 

them. Primary care is so 
rewarding, so gratifying. 
… When people look you 
in the eye and say, ‘You 
really helped me,’ there’s 
nothing better.”

When she’s not at the 
offi ce or making house 
calls, Eckel can be found 
supporting anything and 
everything related to 
U-M sports or spending 
time with her family.

Eckel and her husband 
have two sons, Matthew 
and Christopher. They, 
along with her sisters, 
are her No. 1 passion.

“We’re very close,” she 
said. “I’m so blessed to 
have them.

“My salvation,” she 
added, “is I love to gar-
den. I’m always outside. 
Any excuse to go out-
side, I’m out there in my 
garden. I also love to 
swim. I’ve been a swim-
mer my whole life.” 

She credits swimming 
for giving her the endur-
ance needed to do what 
she does every day. She 
also credits her patients 
for doing their part.

“I like to tell my 
patients that they teach 
me so much every day 
about how to be hum-
ble,” she said. “They 
teach me their secrets to 
life. They share so much 
of themselves with me. I 
feel I grow every day as a 
person because they 
share so much with me.

“… One of my favorite 
things to say is, ‘I’m here 
as your tool. We’re a 
team. I’m here to help 
you,’” she added. “You 
can allay someone’s 
fears or just give them 
some hope or help them 
feel better.

“It’s an absolute privi-
lege to take care of some-
one’s mind and body. It’s 
something I don’t take 
lightly ever.”

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Family, friendships, faith the 
foundations of physician’s practice

Margaret Eckel, D.O.

depar tment  heads , 
council members and 
c o m m i s s i o n e r s 
revealed some interest-
ing results.

The top strengths 
were parks and recre-
ation, effective admin-
istration, location and 
p u b l i c  s a f e t y . 
C o u n c i l m a n  T o d d 
McConaghy said he 
was surprised schools 
and financial stability 
weren’t higher on the 
list.

“I think we’re very 
stable financially and 
we’ve got one of the top 
five school districts in 
the state,” he said.

Councilman Thomas 
Vaughn said he filled 
out the survey based on 
what the city has con-
trol over.

“I  think effect ive 
administration takes 
into account financial 
stability,” he said. “And 
we don’t have any say 
so when it comes to 
schools, so I didn’t rank 
that as high.”

The top weaknesses 
cited were the Mack 
b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t , 
school system concerns 
( i . e .  e n r o l l m e n t 
declines) and fear of 
change.

Discussion focused 
on the lack of walkabil-
ity along Mack, the 
possibility of public 
transportation along 
the two-mile stretch 
and the lack of a town 

square.
Donna O’Keefe, a 

real estate agent and 
planning commission 
member, said she has 
heard new businesses 
consider it difficult to 
deal with the city.

“What can we do to 
enhance that so they 
don’t have to jump 
t h r o u g h  a s  m a n y 
hoops?” she asked.

Doug Hamborsky, an 
architect and also a 
planning commission 
member, said the city 
needs to look at higher-
density housing.

“My wife and I are at 
the age where we don’t 
want to deal with the 
f ive-bedroom,  two-
bathroom house,” he 
said. “We have an aging 
population that still 
wants to live here but 
there are few options.”

Mayor Art Bryant 
said the city took a step 
in that direction a few 
years ago with zoning 
changes that would 
allow three-story struc-
tures on Mack requir-
ing retail on the bottom 
floor, office space on 
the second floor and 
housing on the top 
floor.

“It’s an option, but no 
one has approached us 
about doing it yet,” he 
said.

Next steps include 
reviewing goals and 
objectives with the 
planning commission 
and conducting in-per-
son and online open 
houses in July and 
August.

PLAN:
Continued from page 2A

THE GROSSE POINTES 
— Dave Draper doesn’t 
want his fi nal memory to 
be of him sweating be-
hind the wheel of his car 
at a stop light, staring into 
the rearview mirror at an 
oncoming driver fi ddling 
with a cell phone instead 
of slowing down.

“Come on, buddy, 
notice me notice me 
notice me,” Draper said, 
imagining being rear-

ended by a negligent 
motorist. “We’ve all been 
there, right?”

A new law effective 
Friday, June 30, is 
intended to lessen the 
likelihood of distracted 
drivers ransacking road-
ways.

The bipartisan effort, 
led by three members of 
the state House of 
Representatives, prohib-
its holding or using a cell 
phone while driving.

“It can’t be in your 
hand,” said Jim Bostock, 

director of public safety 
in Grosse Pointe Park. 
“Keep your eyes on the 
road.”

A set of three bills by 
Reps. Matt Koleszar 
(D-Plymouth), Mike 
Mueller (R-Linden) and 
Tyrone Carter (D-Detroit) 
broaden existing prohibi-
tions against using wire-
less, two-way electronic 
devices while driving.

There are exceptions. 
Drivers may use devices 
that are voice-operated 
or in hands-free mode 

under certain conditions:
◆ using a single button 

to press, tap or swipe to 
activate or turn off a 
function and
◆ using a permanently 

installed interface inte-
grated into the motor 
vehicle.

“You can get a holder 
for it,” Bostock said. 
“They allow for a touch 
or swipe to answer and 
you’re compliant with 
hands-free.”

Penalties for fi rst-time 

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Hands off phones while driving

See DRIVING, page 8A
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Self serve 
An intoxicated 52-year-

old Warren man ate a 
variety of vegetables, 
pizza and hot food while 
wandering around a 
business in the 18000 
block of Mack at 3:42 
p.m. Monday, June 19.

Upon placing a bottle 
of whiskey under his 
shirt, he then left the 
store — appearing to 
struggle with the auto-
matic door — without 
paying. 

Offi cers arrived to fi nd 
him asleep behind the 
wheel of his car parked 
outside the business and 
he was arrested for retail 
fraud.

Innocent 
passenger 

A small black kitten 
was found stuck near the 
engine of a vehicle pulled 
over for tinted windows, 
a defective brake light 
and for pulling into an 
exit driveway in the 
18000 block of Mack at 9 
a.m. Tuesday, June 20.

T h e  3 1 - y e a r - o l d 
Sterling Heights driver 
was arrested for multiple 
warrants including pos-
session of a controlled 

substance, receiving/con-
cealing stolen property 
and domestic violence. 

The kitten was rescued 
by staff at Belle Tire and 
taken to the Grosse 
Pointe Animal Adoption 
Society. 

Unattended gun
After leaving her vehi-

cle unlocked while 
receiving treatment in a 
local urgent care at 6:53 
p.m. Wednesday, June 
21, a 43-year-old Warren 
woman’s handgun was 
stolen from the center 
console.

Red light
After driving through a 

red light at Mack and 
Kerby at 4:38 p.m. Friday, 
June 23, a 25-year-old 
Detroit woman was cited 
for disobeying a traffic 
control device and not 
having insurance.

Drugged driver
When officers pulled 

over a vehicle for driving 

11 mph at Mack and East 
Warren at 2:13 a.m. 
Sunday, June 25, both 
occupants appeared to be 
under the influence of 
drugs.

Narcan was adminis-
tered to the passenger — 
a 28-year-old Detroit 
woman — while the 
31-year-old Detroit driver 
could not stop vomiting 
and also was transported 
to an area hospital.  

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Farms Public Safety, 
(313) 885-2100.

Grosse Pointe Park

DWLS
During a traffi c stop 

near the intersection of 
Bedford and St. Paul at 
9:17 p.m. Friday, June 
23, police arrested a 
31-year-old Detroit man 
for disregarding a sus-
p e n d e d  o p e r a t o r ’ s 
license, plus lacking 
vehicle registration and 

insurance.
An offi cer pulled him 

over for speeding.
— Brad Lindberg

Report information 
about this and other 
crimes to the Grosse 
Pointe Park Public 
Safety Department, 
(313) 822-7400.

City of Grosse Pointe

82 percent off
A 38-year-old woman 

and two juveniles were 
arrested about two weeks 
after stealing $140 worth 
of groceries from a busi-
ness in the 16000 block of 
Mack. They did so by pay-
ing for only $25 worth.

Mixed signals 
When a 50-year-old 

Detroit man was inadver-
tently scheduled for sur-
gery and refused to leave 
despite being a banned 
patient at the hospital, 
offi cers issued him a tres-
passing ticket at 9 a.m. 
Thursday, June 22.

Smashed 
window

The window of a 2019 
Dodge Ram 1500 was 
smashed while it was 
parked in The Village 
parking structure at 4 
p.m. Friday, June 23. 

An investigation into 
the incident is ongoing.

Too much 
support

Visitors to a patient at 
a local hospital refused 
to leave at 3 a.m. 
Saturday, June 24, 
despite their number 
making it diffi cult for the 
staff to do their work. 
When officers arrived, 
the majority of the 
patient’s guests left. 

Self taught
A traffic crash at 

Charlevoix and St. Clair 
at 7:20 p.m. Saturday, 
June 24, revealed the at-
fault driver has never 
had a driver’s license. 

The 21-year-old Detroit 
woman was cited and 

her vehicle impounded.

Storm damage
Officers responded to 

numerous wires down 
due to high winds 7 to 11 
p.m. Sunday, June 25.

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the City of 
Grosse Pointe Public 
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Shores

Nothing to report per 
dispatch.

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about crimes to Grosse 
Pointe Shores Public 
Safety, (313) 881-5500.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Nothing to report per 
dispatch.

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about crimes to Grosse 
Pointe Woods Public 
Safety, (313) 343-2400.

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS

26, 2021, with combined 
rainwater and sewage 
backups into thousands 
of basements.

Except in March of 
this year, Wayne County 
Circuit Judge Annette J. 
Berry cut short actions 
by Doherty and other 
plaintiff’s attorneys.

Before Doherty and 
the rest could properly 
investigate the facts, 
including pump station 
performance data and 
interview operators, 
Judge Berry dismissed 
the cases.

She cited government 
immunity and assertions 
by defendants that fl ood-
ing was inevitable.

“Instead of filing an 
answer,  the Water 
Authority, Detroit Water 
and others filed an 
immediate motion to dis-
miss,” Doherty said. 
“They said (in effect), 
‘Judge, there’s no point 
in a case like this going 
on like every other case. 
It was the rain of the mil-
lennium and no sewer 
system could handle it. 
Dismiss.’”

He fi led a motion for 
the judge to rethink the 
whole thing and is pre-
pared to go over her 
head.

“We will go to the 
(Michigan) Court of 
Appeals if and when she 
denies our motion for 
r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n , ” 
Doherty said. “I’m confi -
dent the Court of Appeals 
will say the civil justice 
system is predicated on 
ferreting out the truth.”

The Detroit Water and 
Sewerage Department 
agreed with Berry’s dis-
missal.

“Her decision allows 
us to focus our attention 
on continuing to build 
capacity in the combined 
sewer system and reduce 
weather-related base-
ment backups in our 
city,” according to a 
department response for 
comment. “We antici-
pate the appeal fi led by 
plaintiffs will have a sim-
ilar outcome.”

Doherty lives in the 
Park and was home dur-
ing the storm.

“I opened the base-
ment door and there’s 
water up to the top step 

of the basement stairs,” 
he remembered. “Water, 
brown water. Everything 
from floor joists, sub-
floor to the first floor 
down had to come out. It 
was a hellacious pro-
cess.”

The same with his 
neighbor and client, 
Douglas Bulka.

Yet, the $150,000 
Bulka said he had to 
spend on flood repairs 
and future protection, 
including a sump pump 
and backwater valves, 
hasn’t bought peace of 
mind.

“I don’t feel anything’s 
really being done,” Bulka 
said. “A week ago, we 
had a pretty heavy rain. 
Again, it was flooding 
(the road). Every time it 
rains, there it sits. I’ve 
done what I can. I don’t 
feel Grosse Pointe Park 
has at least let us know 
they’ve done what they 
can do.”

Soon after two rounds 
of fl ooding that summer, 
Park officials began 
more than a year of sur-
veying, cleaning and 
removing debris from 
the sewer system. That 
work and more, includ-
ing installation this sum-
mer of a $2,935,100 
sewer relief value to dis-
charge unmanageable 
fl ow into Lake St. Clair, 
are part of a decade-long 
plan of water and sewer 
improvements funded 
mainly by a voter-
approved,  10-year , 
2.5-millage rate increase.

DWSD has or is in the 
process of launching six 
projects and seeking 
grants to improve it’s 
portion of the stormwa-
ter system, according to 
its statement.

They include, but 
aren’t limited to, clean-
ing 886 miles of sewer 
collection piping to 
increase  capac i ty , 
install ing basement 
backwater valves in 11 
flood-prone neighbor-
hoods and four large 
stormwater manage-
ment projects requiring 
approval by the state 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Environment, Great 
Lakes & Energy.

“The City of Detroit is 
also waiting to hear from 
the U.S. Housing & 
Urban Development 
Department on a plan to 
use $57 million to miti-
gate future flooding 
through sewer service 
line replacement and 
backwater valve installa-
tion,” according to the 
s ta tement .  “These 
actions will help mitigate 
future fl ooding, though 
there will be much more 
work ahead to make a 
combined sewer system 
built more than 100 
years ago more climate 
resilient.”

A GLWA spokes-
woman cited the find-
ings of a post-flooding 
investigation that exon-
erated the organization.

“The report stated that 
even if every piece of 
piping and equipment in 
the regional system 
worked in an ideal man-
ner, basement backups 
and surface flooding 
would still have occurred 
in GLWA’s system, or 
any other collection sys-
tem designed to today’s 
standards.”

The standards call for 
handling up to 1.7 inches 
of rain in one hour or 
3.31 inches in 24 hours.

“On June 25, 2021, 

more than six inches 
was experienced in only 
half that time, which is 
double the maximum 
design standards for 24 
hours,” according to 
GLWA.

A Grosse Pointe Park 
representative didn’t 
respond to a request for 
comment, made shortly 
before this week’s 
Grosse Pointe News 
deadline.

By massive storm-
fl ood damage standards, 
Bulka got off easy.

Another of Doherty’s 
clients, Brian Joseph, 
owner of Verheyden 
Funeral Home, sought 
help to compensate for 
the hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars’ worth 
of damage to facilities in 
the Park and Detroit.

Water flooded the 
entire basement of the 
Park location, which 
extends beneath the 
driveway, carport and 
part of the parking lot.

“We had just under 
fi ve feet of water in the 
basement,” Joseph said. 
“It took me a major bank 
note to start rebuilding.”

“In 39 years,” Doherty 
said, “I’ve never had this 
issue with any judge. I 
can’t explain it. I didn’t 
take one deposition from 
the guys on duty that 
night, not a single depo-
sition from people who 
recommended replacing 
all of the storm pumps. 
Nothing.”

He’s trying to build his 
case in compliance with 
Michigan Public Act 222 
of 2001. The act requires 
parties seeking compen-
sation from sewer issues 
to prove the system was 
defective and that the 
responsible jurisdiction 

knew or should have 
known of the defect.

Doherty thinks it’s 
possible the risk of fl ood-
ing in the Park was 
increased nearly 30 
years ago when a court 
decision banned the city 
from discharging com-
bined stormwater over-
flows into Fox Creek 
across the Alter Road 
border of Detroit.

“People along Fox 
Creek didn’t appreciate 
raw sewage flowing 
through their canal,” 
Doherty said. “OK, what 
do you do now? There’s 
the same volume of sani-
tary and storm (water). 

Where’s it going to go? 
It’s going to go in the 
basement.”

Bulka agreed.
He said, “You have a 

system designed a cer-
tain way, then take a 
critical element away 
from it and still expect 
the system to work. Yes, 
they should have done 
other things.”

The dismissal doesn’t 
discourage Joseph.

“I’m not going to fi ght 
city hall,” he said. “We 
have a business to run. I 
put it in Paul’s hands. 
Am I optimistic? Without 
a doubt. Will we prevail? 
Without a doubt.”

FLOOD:
Continued from page 2A

An invitation-only 
charity event planned at 
Lochmoor Club next 
month likely will be the 
fi nal push for donations 
toward “Go Green x3,” 
although the fundraiser 
site — givebutter.com/
GoGreenforBrianFraser 
— currently remains 
live. 

“In the City of Grosse 
Pointe,” said Dr. Seth 
Krupp, councilman and 
member of the urban 

forestry commission, “if 
you think you would like 
a tree between your 
sidewalk and your street 
on your property, you 
should reach out to 
Brian Colter (city for-
ester for the City, Farms 
and Park) and he can 
come assess your site, 
see if a tree is indeed 
able to planted there and 
talk to you about what 
kind of tree and when 
we could get one in.”

Colter may be reached 
via  bcolter@grosse
pointecity.org or (313) 
885-5800.

GREEN:
Continued from page 3A

15  S H O R E C R E S T  C I R C L E  S O U T H
G R O S S E  P O I N T E  S H O R E S  $ 5 9 9 , 9 0 0

For more info contact, 313.881.0740

Main Level:
2,080 sq.ft.

3 Bedrooms,
2 Full, 1 Half Baths

Nicely Finished Basement
w/ Laundry Rm

Lot: 0.28
Acres

Grosse Pointe 
Schools

Attached 2+
Car Garage062923

   OPEN

  SUNDAY 1-3
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LETTERS
The Grosse Pointe News welcomes your letters to the edi-

tor. All letters should be typed, double-spaced and signed. 

Letters longer than 250 words may be edited for length. 

All letters may be edited for content. We reserve the right 

to refuse any letter. Include daytime phone number for 

verifi cation or questions. The deadline for letters is 3 p.m. 

Monday. Letters to the editor may by emailed to editor@

grossepointenews.com.

O U R  V I E W

Gala a success
To the Editor:

The board members of the Michael B’s 
Café project would like to thank everyone 
who supported our fabulous June 3 fund-
raising event. 

It took many hands and many generous 
hearts to make this event unforgettable and 
successful. From the rooftop band, the 
Catfish Mafia, to the standing ovation 
Michael B. received for singing his rendi-
tion of “A Million Dreams” with Grammy-
nominated band Fleur Seule, to the perfect 
weather, good food, laughter and dancing, 
we could not be more pleased with how the 
night came together because of all the com-
munity love and support we have received.

We are grateful to Grosse Pointe Park, 
City Manager Nick Sizeland and Director of 
Public Safety Jim Bostock for assisting with 
logistics and especially Tom Jenny, Jason 

ILLUSTRATION BY KEN SCHOP

A
s recent college grads embark 
on their journey into adult-
hood, one crucial aspect they 
must navigate is personal fi -
nance. Making the leap from 
college dorm life to fi rst apart-

ment marks an exciting mile-
stone, but it also brings forth a 
host of new responsibilities. 
Establishing sound fi nancial hab-
its early on can pave the way for a 
stable and prosperous future. If 
you focus on these three key fi -
nancial tips — budgeting, invest-
ing and automating your savings 
— you will be way ahead of your 
peers by your late 20s. 

Embrace the power of budgeting:
Creating a budget is the fi rst and most 

essential step toward gaining control over 
your fi nancial life. Start by tracking your 
income and expenses. Understand your 
income sources, whether it’s a steady job, 
freelance work or a combination thereof. 
Next, categorize your expenses into essential 
and nonessential categories. Essential 
expenses include rent, utilities, groceries, 
transportation and student loan payments, 
while nonessential expenses may include 
dining out, entertainment and discretionary 
shopping.

By scrutinizing your expenses, you can 
identify areas where you can cut back or 
adjust. Use budgeting apps or spreadsheets 
to track your spending and set realistic limits 
for each category. Remember, a budget is a 

fl exible tool that should evolve with your 
changing circumstances.

Invest in your future:
As a recent college graduate, you have a 

valuable asset on your side: time. Begin 
investing early, even if it’s with small 

amounts, as this can make a sig-
nifi cant difference in the long 
run. Take advantage of 
employer-sponsored retirement 
plans, such as 401(k) or 403(b) 
plans, and aim to contribute at 
least enough to receive the max-
imum employer match. This 
match is essentially free money 
and a vital part of building your 
retirement savings. If your 

employer does not offer a retirement plan, 
consider opening an individual retirement 
account (IRA) to start investing.

A Roth IRA is an excellent investment 
option for recent college grads to save for 
retirement. With contributions made using 
after-tax dollars, the real benefi t of a Roth 
IRA becomes apparent during retirement. 
Qualified withdrawals from a Roth IRA, 
including contributions and investment 
gains, are entirely tax-free, offering signifi -
cant long-term growth potential. This makes 
it an ideal choice for young adults in lower 
tax brackets at the start of their careers, as 
they can take advantage of current lower tax 
rates and potentially enjoy tax-free income 
in retirement. Additionally, a Roth IRA pro-

Building a strong fi nancial foundation: 
Essential tips for recent college graduates

D
ear Class of 2023: College Edition

For the last several weeks, we have 
solicited photos of you in your caps 
and gowns, our newly-minted col-
lege grads from Grosse Pointe, who 
are products of the three local high 

schools in town. (You can see our special section 
featuring them on pages 11-16A, after you read 
this, of course.)

We loved hearing our emails ping and seeing 
“college grad” in the subject line, sent by you or 
your extremely proud parents and grandparents. 

Projects like this are the best part of our job. We 
have the distinct pleasure of showcasing those of 
you whose formative years were spent in the 
Pointes, the place where you gained a sense of 
what motivated and inspired you, and how you 
could use that to someday make an impact on the 
world.

Those are probably the key terms that describe 
what our college graduation section represents: 
hope and possibility.

Former NASA astronaut Mae Jemison, the fi rst 
female African American in space, told graduates 
at the University of Delaware this spring to “Look 
up at the sky, the clouds, beyond the sun, the moon, 
the stars, when you need to recharge your spirit. 
Let the gravity of Earth give you a warm hug.

“Look up and remember what inspires you, what 
you were doing this for and why you cared in the 
fi rst place.”

Her words, informed by experience, send the 
hopeful message that you can pursue your passion 
and match it with your ever-growing talents to pos-
itively contribute to the world. The possibilities 
available to you are endless, especially with a col-
lege degree in hand. 

Our hometown pride runs deep for our Class of 
2023 college grads. It is only matched by our excite-
ment for you. We smile just thinking about the new 
paths you will be taking, whether it’s back here in 
the Pointes, around the country or throughout the 
world.

You exemplify what happens when a strong aca-
demic foundation, backed by a supportive commu-
nity, combines with your ambition and hard work. 
We believe you learned those qualities here, thanks 
to parents, families and teachers who support and 
advocate for you, as well as schools that demand 
excellence, embrace rigor and challenge the stu-
dent body by setting a collective high bar.

Your inspiring success stories confi rm the impor-
tance our community must put on preparing you to 
launch into the more competitive, pressure-fi lled 
world of college and the workplace.

Whether you graduated from Grosse Pointe 
South, Grosse Pointe North or University Liggett, 
many of you earned your bachelor’s, master’s, doc-
torates or medical degrees from some of our coun-
try’s most prestigious places of higher education, 
including Harvard, Northwestern and Vanderbilt. 
You thrived at Michigan State’s College of 
Osteopathic Medicine. You conquered academic 
mountains at the University of Michigan. You also 
slayed it at Loyola University, Miami University, 
Alma College, Kalamazoo College and University 
of Dayton, just to name a few. 

Just as esteemed are the accomplishments of 
those of you who took the community college route, 
or chose to live at home while attending local 
schools like Macomb, Wayne State or UM-Dearborn. 
That wise financial decision helped you smart 
cookies save money along the way as you earned 
that important college degree. That also includes 
those of you who stayed loyal to the Great Lake 

2023 college grads 
make the grade
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State (read: in-state tuition) and crossed 
graduation stages at Western Michigan, 
Central Michigan, Eastern Michigan or 
Grand Valley.

You also are members of the third consecu-
tive graduating class that survived a college 
experience that included a nearly two-year 
disruption from the pandemic. Yet you man-
aged to secure jobs and admissions to gradu-
ate schools. You are our country’s newest 
investment bankers, educators, nurses, social 
workers, journalists and biomedical engi-
neers. You are our future physicians, physi-
cal therapists, dentists, lawyers, professors 
and executives. 

We offer an enthusiastic tip of our cap to 
you, Class of 2023. You are A-plus students 
in our book.

G U E S T  O P I N I O N  By Melissa Fradenburg

See LETTERS, page 7A

See GUEST, page 7A

GROSSE
POINTE,

HAVE A
SAFE AND

HAPPY
4TH

OF JULY!



1948
75 years ago this week

N E W  T H E A T E R 
GROUP GIVES PLAY 
TONIGHT: Tonight at 
8 :1 5 ,  t h e  P i e r c e 

Auditor ium cur ta in 
r ises on the Booth 
Tark ing ton comedy, 
“Cla rence” — f i r s t 
legitimate stage pro-
duction of the Grosse 
Pointe Theatre. The 
goal of this 10-week-
old community organi-
zat ion i s  t wo -fold: 

first, to present highly 
c o m p e te n t  p e r fo r -
mances of plays of 
wide appeal at moder-
ate box-office prices; 
and second, to give 
Grosse Pointers of all 
ages and ta lents a 
practical workshop for 
training and experi-
ence in every phase of 
theatrical production.

1973
50 years ago this week

PLANT GARDEN AT 
MONTEITH: Although it 
may not contain silver 
bells and cockle shells, the 
Monteith students’ garden 
is growing well. The 
fourth graders, under the 

guidance of teacher 
Margaret  Watkins, 
planted the garden in May 
as part of an ecology proj-
ect. It is located in the 
front of the school next to 
the playground fence. 
Seeds of marigold, zin-
nias, sunfl owers and dai-
sies were supplied by the 
M i c h i g a n  S t a t e 
Conservation Department. 
The seeds were nursed 
into tiny sprouts in class-
room window boxes 
before being transferred 
outdoors.

1998
25 years ago this week

ULS WINS METRO 
CONFERENCE ALL-
SPORTS TROPHY FOR 
FIRST TIME: University 
Liggett School athletic 
director Bob Wood isn’t 
wrong often, but he was 
off the mark on one of his 
predictions some 20 years 
ago. And he’s happy that 
he was. “Art May, the ath-
l e t i c  d i rec tor  a t 
Hamtramck, and I formed 
the Metro Conference in 
1968,” Wood said. “… At 
the time I said University 
Liggett School would 
never compete for the (all-
sports) trophy. It took 
almost 30 years, but they 
fi nally proved me wrong.” 

After finishing fourth in 
the all-sports race last 
year, ULS won it this year 
by one of the slimmest 
margins in the history of 
the award. The Knights 
had a 7.375 average, while 
Lutheran North was sec-
ond at 7.320.

2013
10 years ago this week

SHORES’ OSIUS PARK 
TO UPGRADE: A splash 
pad is on tap for the munic-
ipal park. Construction 
could start this fall for 
installation by next sum-
mer. A proposal by the 
Grosse Pointe Shores 
Improvement Foundation 
places the pad on the lawn 
between the main swim-
ming pool and shoreline at 
Osius Park, about where 
the baby pool is now.

CITY HOPES TO LURE 
BUSINESS: City planners 
are pursuing the promise 
of adding a residential 
component to the central 
commercial district. Five 
years after Sunrise 
Development abandoned 
plans for a multi-story 
senior living facility in the 
Village, City of Grosse 
Pointe offi cials are consid-
ering zoning amendments 
to lure a comparable 
replacement.
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vides fl exibility, allowing penalty-free withdrawals 
of contributions if needed, although it’s generally 
recommended to leave the account untouched for 
maximum growth potential. By starting a Roth IRA 
early, recent college grads can benefi t from com-
pounding over time, leading to substantial tax-free 
wealth accumulation.

For example, if a 23-year-old contributes the cur-
rent IRA maximum of $6,500 a year starting this 
year and continues to sock away that amount annu-
ally, they would end up with an income tax-free 
Roth IRA balance of roughly $1.5 million at age 65 
(assuming a 7 percent annual return). In fact, even 
if they contribute $6,500 a year to a Roth IRA for just 
the next 10 years and don’t add another cent after 
that, they would still end up with an account worth 
$673,739 at 65. This demonstrates the power of 
starting early and consistently contributing to a 
Roth IRA, maximizing long-term wealth accumula-
tion and potential tax-free income in retirement.

Automate savings:
Life often throws unexpected curveballs, making 

it essential to establish an emergency fund. Set aside 
a portion of your income each month toward an 
emergency fund, which ideally should cover three 
to six months’ worth of living expenses. Automate 
this process by setting up an automatic transfer 
from your paycheck or checking account to a sepa-
rate savings account earmarked for emergencies.

Automation takes away the temptation to spend 

the money impulsively and ensures that you consis-
tently contribute to your emergency fund. Consider 
keeping this fund in a separate account, preferably 
one that offers a higher interest rate, providing a 
modest return while remaining easily accessible 
when needed.

It’s important to give yourself grace when it comes 
to managing your fi nances as a recent college grad. 
It’s natural to make mistakes along the way, such as 
overspending on nonessential items or experiencing 
fi nancial setbacks. Remember that these moments 
are opportunities for growth and learning. Take the 
time to refl ect on your spending patterns, identify 
areas for improvement and adjust your fi nancial 
habits accordingly. Find a budgeting system that 
works for you, whether using apps, spreadsheets or 
a combination of methods. Striving for fi nancial 
responsibility doesn’t mean sacrifi cing all enjoy-
ment in life. There is a middle ground between 
impulsively spending all your money and being 
overly frugal. By fi nding a balance, you can priori-
tize your fi nancial goals while still allowing yourself 
room for enjoyable experiences. Give yourself per-
mission to make mistakes, learn from them and con-
tinually refine your financial approach as you 
navigate the exciting journey of adulting.

Melissa Fradenburg, CDFA® , AIF®, along with 
her husband, Jay Fradenburg, AIF®, are fi nancial 
advisors with Pearl Planning in Grosse Pointe. They 
offer holistic financial planning and investment 
management services that prioritize their clients’ 
needs. Follow them on social media @money_do_list 
or reach out to (313)486-9634 or pearlplan.com/
disclosure.

Burtel and Travis Riddle 
of the Department of 
Public Works for making 
sure everything ran 
smoothly. Special thanks 
also goes to Grosse 
Pointe News Editor in 
Chief Jody McVeigh for 
her beautifully written, 
heartfelt articles; the 
Grosse Pointe Business 
Association; The Thrift 
Shop Cowboys and The 
“Elvi” for their musical 
performances; general 
contractor Jeff Russell for 
constructing a beautiful 
venue; our volunteers; 
and The Cabbage Patch 
staff for their excellent 
service.

This event could not 
have been a success with-
out the generosity of our 
sponsors who are proudly 
honored on the wall of 
the future café. Be sure to 
stop by and take a look 
and thank them when 
you see them. 

We hope the enthusi-
asm of those who partici-

pated was only the 
beginning of a commu-
nity coming together to 
make this dream a real-
ity.

Gratefully,
ALICIA CARLISLE, 

DR. SUZANNE KLEIN, 
CHRISTIAN FENTON, 

SUE BANNER, 
JENNIFER BOETTCHER, 

MARY FODELL, 
ALLAN KOCHANSKI, 

TERRY KRAMER, 
JOHN MINNIS, 

TERRY MINNIS, 
PATTY SIMS SUNISLOE

Michael B’s Cafe board 
members

Sincerest 
thanks
To the Editor:

Re: Tuesday, June 20, 
b i k e  a c c i d e n t  a t 
Kercheval and Lewiston, 
my most sincere and 
deepest thanks:

To the gentleman who 
came right over and 
called 911 when he saw 
me fall. To the crew of the 
EMS who took such good 
care of me and got me to 
Beaumont in minutes. To 
all the police who 
responded instantly and 
directed traffic around 

the accident scene. 
To Nancy, for putting 

my bike in her car and 
delivering it to my home. 
To Dr. Solz and his PA, 
Abigail Miller, for their 
kindness and expertise 
in patching me up. To 
Marilyn, who volun-
teered to drive me home 
when she saw I needed a 
ride.

Were they strangers?
No. I think they were 

angels and I’ll never for-
get them.

With love,
PATRICIA HAYS

Grosse Pointe Farms

LETTERS:
Continued from page 6A

GUEST:
Continued from page 6A

T
o a boat-
lover like 
R o g e r 
LeLievre, 
the thing 
that gives 

him wanderlust is riding a 
Great Lakes freighter.

He’ll take a freighter 
over a cruise ship any 
day.

“One thousand per-
cent,” said LeLievre, of 
Sault Ste. Marie. “I don’t 
need that fancy stuff.”

He’s ridden the lake’s 
first 1,000-footer, the 
Stewart J. Cort; the 
1952-classic Kaye E. 
Barker and more.

“On a freighter, I can 
interact with the crew,” 

LeLievre said. “The food 
is just as good, if not bet-
ter. My heart is with the 
lakers, but I love being on 
boats, so I take what I can 
get.”

LeLievre is editor and 
publisher of “Know Your 
Ships,” in its 64th year as 
a boat-watcher’s guide to 
commercial and Coast 
Guard vessels on the 
Great Lakes and St. 
Lawrence Seaway.

Every laker and saltie 
working the lakes, in 
layup or preserved as 
museums, are listed with 
ship’s data: type, length, 
year built, history of 
names and size. A color 
chart of fl eet stack mark-
ings helps watchers spot 
boats from afar.

A table of steaming 
times between various 
ports and locations lets 

fans schedule sightseeing 
trips. Guides to running 
lights and boat whistles 
gives landlubbers insight 
into ship operations.

LeLievre signs copies of 
the 2023 edition during 
Detroit Bookfest, 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Sunday, July 16, 
at Eastern Market Shed 5.

“Know Your Ships” 
comes in two bindings: 
soft cover, $19.95; and 
spiral, $21.95, which is 
easier to open and lay fl at 
while shuffling binocu-
lars, camera and note-
book during boat 
watching.

This year’s edition has 
a feature about the Mark 
W. Barker, the first 
freighter built on the 
lakes since 1983 and, last 
month, grounded for 
about fi ve hours on Belle 
Isle.

LeLievre’s favorite 
freighter, the art deco 
Edward L. Ryerson, 
remains in long-term 
layup in Superior, Wis.

“They did a lot of work 
on it this spring in prepa-
ration for it possibly com-
ing out,” LeLievre said. 
“But they stopped. 
There’s been no state-
ment on what’s going 
on.”

He defends the John D. 
Leitch, launched 56 years 
ago and often rated ugly 
due to an unusually pro-
saic, thin pilothouse.

“That super-tall pilot 
house makes it look like 
an apartment building up 
front,” LeLievre said. “I 
don’t see why people 
have such an issue with 
that. I like the John D. 
Leitch. It’s still out there 
earning its keep.”

Knowing your ships
I  S AY  By Brad Lindberg

PHOTO BY BRAD LINDBERG

John D. Leitch and its Chiclets-looking pilot house 
downbound on the Detroit River between Belle Isle 
and Peche Island.

YESTERDAY’S HEADLINES



GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Stewards of the munici-
pal marina are shortening 
sail on ambitions to re-
build the 270-slip facility 
at Windmill Pointe Park.

They’re adapting to 
fi nancial limitations and 
consider the marina looks 
worse for wear, but isn’t 
so bad after all.

“Structurally, we’ve got 
really, really good bones 
in that marina,” said Tom 
Fraser, Windmill’s new 
harbor master.

Fraser is in a position to 
know what’s shipshape.

He’s a lifelong sailor 
and former owner of the 

sloop C.F. Pickle, past 
commodore of the Grosse 
Pointe Sail Club based at 
Windmill, husband of the 
current commodore, past 
commodore of the 
regional Detroit River 
Yachting Association 
and, with the Pickle crew, 
a 2003 recipient of US 
Sailing’s Arthur B. 
Hanson Rescue Medal for 
saving three of fi ve fi sher-
men fl oundering in Lake 
St. Clair.

“One of big concerns is 
the way the harbor 
appears,” Fraser said. 
“Maintenance on the 
marina has fallen off dra-
matically. The main pier 
everyone uses is in poor 
repair; just cosmetics.”

“The last couple of 
years it probably looks 
like items have been 
ignored or neglected,” 
said Chad Craig, the city’s 
supervisor of parks and 
recreation, during a meet-
ing of the recreation com-
mission May 11. “To an 
extent, they have. Part of 
that comes back to bud-
get cuts, a defi cit for the 
city and a lack of staff.”

Craig remembers not 
long ago when summer-
time staff consisted of an 
extra two or three full-
timers plus at least a 
dozen part-time employ-
ees.

He said, “(We) have one 
or two full-time staff 
members now and are 

down to three or four 
part-time individuals that 
may have responsibility 
for cleaning and setting 
up the  Tompkins 
Community Center, help-
ing in the Lavins Activity 
Center because we don’t 
have a cleaning staff, 
replacing top rails in the 
marina, weeding the play-
ground, mulching (fl ower) 
beds, changing trash 
(cans), (tending) tennis 
and pickleball courts and 
setting up the Lindell 
Lodge (at Patterson Park) 
for a rental.”

Assigning seasonal staff 
to seemingly simple but 
time-consuming harbor 
maintenance means 
something has to give.

“You can send two guys 
out (in the marina) for an 
entire day removing sea-
weed,” Craig said. “But, if 
you don’t have them, or if 
you have limited abilities, 
you have to pick what’s 
most important that day.”

He could contract tasks 
to private crews.

“Some subcontract 
work might make sense 
— not long-term, but to 
get us back to our stan-
dards (and) to show off to 
people this is beautiful 
park,” Craig said.

All of this gets back to 
fi nancial realities restrict-
ing renovations to the har-
bor, the operation and 

maintenance of which is 
paid for by boaters and 
other users, not from 
property tax receipts.

A May 2021 assessment 
by the engineering firm 
Hubbell, Roth and Clark 
judged the marina want-
ing in just about every 
way.

“The overall marina 
facility is in fair to poor 
condition and function-
ally obsolete for the cur-
rent needs of today’s 
boaters,” according to the 
report.

Putting it right would 
cost between $10 million 
and $13 million, even 
more due to intervening 
record infl ation.

“When I fi rst came on 
board, we were looking at 
a ‘good, better and best’ 
(renovation options),” 
Fraser said. “At a (recre-
ation commission) sub-
committee meeting a 
week and a half ago, we 
narrowed that down to 
‘good or better,’ because 
we know ‘best’ is going to 
be way out of reach for 
our city. We’re talking 
about a lot of money to 
redo everything.”

Things like chipping 
and repainting piers and 
finger docks, the lower 
portions of which were 
submerged due to high 
lake levels in recent years, 
are examples of improve-

ments within easy reach.
So is replacing and 

reposit ioning wood 
planks atop the main pier 
with something that looks 
comparable but is har-
dier.

“We’re probably going 
to replace (wood planks) 
with a Trex-like (compos-
ite) plastic decking,” 
Fraser said.

Painting is a job ripe for 
volunteers, according to 
some members of the rec-
reation commission.

“If we had 10 or 20 kids 
and three or four power 
washers, we could wash 
that (main) pier in a week-
end,” Fraser said. “The 
following weekend we 
could paint. I reached out 
to several painting com-
panies. I’m sure estimates 
for painting that pier are 
going to be in excess of 
$20,000.”

“A lot of work needs to 
take place in the marina 
to get it back where we 
want it,” Craig told com-
mission members. “But, 
until we fi gure out what 
the big project is, if you 
don’t have the staff to do 
it, you’ll have to subcon-
tract some of that work. 
We’re also trying to build 
up our (f inancial) 
reserves. You’ve got to 
pick and choose — is it 
worth it? What is the plan 
in three years?”
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offenders are a $100 civil 
fi ne and up to 16 hours 
community service, or 
both.

Repeat offenders pay a 
$250 fi ne and 24 hours 
community service, or 
both. Demerit points are 
added to driving records 
beginning with the sec-
ond violation.

Other exceptions are 
calling or texting for 
emergency purposes, 
such as summoning fi rst 

responders, law enforce-
ment or a medical team.

Some 3,522 people 
died in the United States 
during 2021, in crashes 
involving distracted driv-
ing, according to the 
Michigan House Fiscal 
Agency analysis of the 
measures, citing statis-
tics from the National 
Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration.

“That represents a 12 
percent increase over the 
3,142 people who were 
killed by distracted driv-
ing in 2020,” according to 
the House agency.

“We all know people 
still utilize their tele-
phone when they should 
be focusing on the road,” 
said Draper, a Grosse 
Pointe Farms attorney. 
“It’s an unfortunate real-
ity.”

He thinks Michigan 
motorists will get the 
message.

“The law will probably 
be enforced pretty heav-
ily at fi rst,” Draper said. 
“But, I think drivers will 
start to follow the rules: 
You can’t be holding 
your phone; you have to 
be hands-free.”

DRIVING:
Continued from page 4A

CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — With fond 
memories of her grand-
mother’s sour cream 
pound cake with fl avors 
of lemon and orange, 
franchisee Andrea Jones 
is bringing the first 
Nothing Bundt Cakes 
storefront to Grosse 
Pointe. 

The  independent 
owner of locations in 
Sterling Heights and Ann 
Arbor, her third location 
will settle in The Village 
at 17021 Kercheval in the 
currently vacant store-
front next to Pet Supplies 
Plus and is on track to 
open in October.  

“This is a big step for 
us, but also a deliberate 
and exciting one,” Jones 
said, “because I’m the 
type of franchisee that 
real ly loves being 
involved in the commu-
nity surrounding my bak-
eries and I feel like this is 

going to be a great part-
nership with us and 
Grosse Pointe residents.”

As the franchise’s name 
suggests, the bakery sin-
gularly offers bundt 
cakes — the Grosse 
Pointe location also will 

sell white chocolate pop-
corn and retail — 
although in 11 unique 
fl avors, plus an additional 
seasonal feature fl avor.

Nothing Bundt Cakes’ 
most popular fl avors are 
chocolate chocolate chip, 

red velvet, lemon, white 
chocolate raspberry and 
confetti. There also is a 
fan-favorite gluten-free 
chocolate chip cookie fl a-
vor, while those who 
need a dairy-free option 
can get a carrot cake 

bundt cake with no frost-
ing.  

Of the four sizes 
offered, the most popular 
is the bundlet, compara-
ble to the size of a large 
cupcake. The smallest, 
about the size of a golf 
ball, is called a bundtini. 

“The brand started in 
1997 in Vegas (with) two 
friends, two ladies,” 
Jones said. “One had a 
cake recipe, one had a 
frosting recipe and then 
they made magic.” 

The cakes can be deco-
rated for a variety of 
occasions, as well as 
paired with a retail com-
ponent such as mugs or 
teddy bears that can be 
gift wrapped with the 
cakes.   

“When people come in, 
we want to have some-
thing for all their celebra-
tory moments,” Jones 
said. 

What drew her to 
Grosse Pointe for her 
third location, she 
explained, were the many 

customers from the area 
she has already. 

“My Sterling Heights 
location is on M-59,” she 
said. “We currently ser-
vice Grosse Pointe (and) 
we get a lot of delivery 
orders. We have a lot of 
guests come and (say), 
‘You guys need to come 
to Grosse Pointe.’ … So I 
thought it was a good 
location to open another 
store at when it was time 
and so now is a good 
time.”

While a confetti awning 
will adorn the exterior, 
Jones does not anticipate 
the bakery including an 
outdoor seating area.

“Our bakeries are really 
a place where people 
come in, take their bundt-
let and they’re on the go 
with it,” she said.

With an anticipated 
week-long grand-open-
ing celebration, Nothing 
Bundt Cakes’ hours will 
be 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. week-
days and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturdays.

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Nothing Bundt Cakes set for The Village

COURTESY PHOTO

Nothing Bundt Cakes is set to make its Grosse Pointe debut in The Village this 
fall.

Grosse Pointe Woods 
resident Michelle Franzen 
Martin, manager of sys-
tem and community PR at 
Corewell Health in Grand 
Rapids and Southfield, 
has successfully com-
pleted the examination for 
Accreditation in Public 
Relations, entitling her to 
use the APR professional 
designation. 

The announcement was 
made by the Universal 
Accreditation Board, a 
consortium of nine profes-
sional communication 
organizations that directs 
the competency certifi ca-
tion program.

The accreditation pro-
gram aims to improve the 
practice of public relations 
by assessing competence 
in 60 areas of knowledge, 
skills and abilities associ-
ated with the profession. 
The examination is 
designed for public rela-
tions professionals with at 
least fi ve to seven years of 
job experience and/or a 
bachelor’s degree in a 

communication field. 
Candidates who success-
fully complete the rigor-
ous process, including 
presenting his/her portfo-
lio to a panel presentation 
of three peers and sitting 
for a computer-based 
examination, are granted 
the APR.

“Earning the APR 
refl ects a mastery of the 
knowledge, skills and abil-
ities needed to succeed in 
our increasingly complex 

profession,” said Joy 
Carter, APR, chair of the 
Universal Accreditation 
Board. “Practitioners who 
achieve the designation 
are demonstrating their 
commitment not only to 
our profession, but also to 
a strong code of ethics and 
to the betterment of their 
organizations and clients.”

The computer-based 
portion of the examina-
tion is administered 
throughout the year at 
more than 300 Prometric 
Testing Centers. The 
panel presentation is con-
ducted prior to the com-
puter-based portion of the 
examination by a panel of 
three accredited members 
of one or more of the nine 
organizations participat-
ing in the UAB. 

Professionals earning 
the APR must renew their 
credential through con-
tinuing professional devel-
opment ,  provid ing 
leadership to the profes-
sion and serving their 
local communities.

GP Woods professional earns 
Accreditation in Public Relations

Michelle Franzen MartinOpen for business COURTESY PHOTO

The Lon Next Door Salon & Spa, 17904 Mack, City of Grosse Pointe, prides it-
self on creating a safe space for clients to relax and feel rejuvenated. Its low-
tox, gender-neutral and gratuity-free environment is a space where staff focus-
es on healing with services that target hair, skin and nail care. Hours are 11 
a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesday to Saturday. Visit the-
lonnextdoor.com or call (313) 882-6240.
Pictured during a recent Grosse Pointe Chamber of Commerce ribbon-cutting 
event are owner Betsy Styles and City Mayor Sheila Tomkowiak, center with 
scissors, as well as family, friends and supporters of the business.

Reefing marina plans
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer
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THE GROSSE POINTES 
— As expected, the 
Grosse Pointe Public 
School System Board of 
Education passed its 
2023-24 fi scal year budget 
by a 4-3 vote at its meeting 
Tuesday, June 20.

Pres ident  Ahmed 
Ismail, Vice President 
Lisa Papas, Treasurer 
Sean  Cot ton  and 
Secretary Ginny Jeup 
voted in favor, with 
Trustees Valarie St. John, 
Colleen Worden and 
Dav id  Brumbaugh 
against.

That same 4-3 split has 
been the result on a num-
ber of votes this year and 
also was seen on several 
budget-related motions at 
the meeting.

Total revenue is pro-
jected to be $104,368,171, 
with expenditures of 
$103,139,050. The dis-
trict’s fund balance next 
June should be slightly 
more than $9.9 million, or 
9.6 percent of expendi-

tures.
Amanda Matheson, 

deputy superintendent 
for business services, 
said the fi nal budget was 
unchanged from the one 
discussed during a pub-
lic hearing Monday, June 
12.

Matheson added the 
final numbers could 
change slightly once a 
new contract is signed 
with the Grosse Pointe 
Education Association. 

She said the new bud-
get contains $875,000 for 
teacher salary increases 
and  $543 ,000  for 
increased health insur-
ance costs. 

“I support this budget 
because it puts us in a 
stable position,” Cotton 
said. “Cutting $415,000 
in recurring costs out of 
central administration 
will save $1.2 million 
over three years. We 
need to stabilize our 
finances because right 
now we’re just treading 
water.”

Cotton previously 
noted that all recurring 

cuts will reduce spend-
ing by about $13 million 
over three years.

Brumbaugh, whose 
budget resolution with $4 
million in cuts was 
defeated 4-3 earlier this 
month, disagreed.

“What’s gone on here 
tonight with a seeming 
reluctance to have an 
honest, open debate to 
justify cuts troubles me 
deeply,” he said.

The new budget con-
tains some $4.6 million in 
cuts and keeps in place 
many of the cost reduc-
tions originally suggested 
by administration. Those 
include eliminating ele-
mentary school Spanish, 
not filling vacant para-
professional positions 
and eliminating one com-
munications position.

The budget  a lso 
reduces teacher full-time 
equivalent positions by 
14.2, including 5.1 at 
each high school, com-
pared to 10 FTEs the 
administration sug-
gested and not fi lling one 
counselor position at 

Grosse Pointe North 
High School opening due 
to retirement. 

FTE cuts are primarily 
covered by attrition, as 
t h e  J u n e  h u m a n 
r e s o u r c e s  r e p o r t 
included 28 employees 
resigning or retiring and 
four cuts due to layoffs 
or position elimination. 
The report was accepted 
by the same 4-3 vote.

Some $10,000 is bud-
geted for an enrollment 
survey and $35,000 for a 
branding study.

A  m o t i o n  b y 
Brumbaugh to strike 
those expenses was 
defeated 4-3. St. John 
said that money could be 
used to retain the com-
munications position, 
especially since a group 
of community volunteers 
with professional back-
grounds in marketing 
offered to do the work for 
the district free of charge.

“I think when you con-
tract for services with a 
third party it’s more 
structured,” Ismail said. 
“You know they’ll follow 

certain procedures.”
St. John questioned 

cutting the communica-
tions position, noting 
that Ismail,  Papas, 
Brumbaugh and Worden 
all voted to add the posi-
tion in 2021, under the 
previous board, before 
making a motion to add 
that position back to the 
budget. It failed 4-3.

“That was at the height 
of COVID and we were 
dealing with a lot of con-
tentious issues,” Papas 
said. “We’re in a much 
different place with the 
budget now.”

A resolution supported 
by Worden, St. John and 
Brumbaugh to extend the 
contracts of executive 
administrators by one 
year — to July 2025 — 
was defeated 4-3.

“It would have a devas-
tating impact on our dis-
trict if we get rid of any 
administrators,” Worden 
said.

St. John said it could 
lead to litigation, which 
would be bad for the dis-
trict “optically and fi nan-
cially.”

“It’s signaling they 
should fi nd jobs in other 
districts,” Brumbaugh 
added.

Ismail said he didn’t 
think individual contracts 
should be passed en 
masse, but had instructed 
Superintendent Jon Dean 
to move forward with 
“certain contracts” fi rst.

Cotton previously said 
the Central Administrators 
Association rejected an 
offer to extend the con-
tracts with caveats regard-
ing pay cuts and layoffs 
tied to the district’s fund 
equity.

Finally, the board voted 
6-1, with St. John the only 
dissenting vote, to give 
Dean permission to sign 
a memorandum of under-
standing with Grosse 
Pointe Woods to supply a 
school resource offi cer to 
North. Funds for the posi-
tion come through a 
school safety grant from 
the state for which the 
district applied. That 
money would pay for 75 
percent of the officer’s 
training, salary and 
wages, with the city pay-
ing 25 percent. 

Dean said the MOU 
would allow the district to 
be involved in selecting 
the offi cer to ensure the 
right fi t.

Cotton is the owner of 
the Grosse Pointe News.

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

GPPSS budget passed

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — Sara Delgado 
is counting down the days 
until Aug. 1, when she 
takes on her new role of 
principal at Parcells 
Middle School, marking 
her third stint with the 
Grosse Pointe Public 
School System.

She’ll fi nish her second 
year at the end of June as 
director of elementary 
instruction at Fraser 
Public Schools.

“I love the Fraser com-
munity and the work I do 
here, but Grosse Pointe is 
my home,” she said. “I’m 
invested in the schools 
here.”

Delgado spent 12 years 
with GPPSS, spending 
time as a traveling 
Spanish teacher and 
teaching at Monteith 
Elementary School before 
fi nishing up as principal 
at Kerby Elementary 
School. She resigned 
from there in fall 2019 
after her husband, 
Alejandro, was offered 

the position of chief fi nan-
cial officer at General 
Motors Mexico in Mexico 
City.

“He’s from Mexico and 
that was his dream job, so 
I resigned reluctantly,” 
Delgado said. “We moved 
there in November of 
2019 and of course a few 
months later the whole 
world turned upside 
down.”

With her husband 
working remotely and 
COVID restrictions in 
Mexico more strict than 
Michigan, the family 
returned to Grosse Pointe 

in summer 2020.
“It was supposed to be a 

three-year assignment, 
but we were only there a 
few months,” Delgado 
said. “We still had our 
house here, so the timing 
worked out well.”

For the 2020-21 school 
year, Delgado coordi-
nated the OneGP virtual 
learning program for 
GPPSS.

“That was a contract 
position, so after a year I 
ended up in Fraser,” 
Delgado said. “I enjoy 
doing curriculum work, 
but for the fi rst time in 20 
years I wasn’t face-to-face 
with students and I’ve 
missed that daily interac-
tion.”

Delgado said she’s been 
able to meet with teachers 
at Parcells, as well as Ken 
Milch, who is retiring 
after two years there as 
principal, and the build-
ing’s assistant principals.

She’ll also see familiar 
faces in school when stu-
dents return in the fall. 
The Delgados have a son 
going into sixth grade and 
a daughter going into 

eighth grade at Parcells, 
as well as a rising sopho-
more at Grosse Pointe 
North High School.

Discussions at Board of 
Education meetings 
regarding the search for a 
new leader at Parcells 
focused on stability, as the 
school has had three prin-
cipals in fi ve years.

“That’s something I 
mentioned during the 
interview process,” 
Delgado said. “I wouldn’t 
have applied if I wasn’t 
planning on being here 
for the long haul. I want to 
build the culture in the 
building and make it a 
place where teachers are 
excited to go to work 
every day.”

I n  a n n o u n c i n g 
Delgado’s appointment at 
the Board of Education 
meeting June 12, Roy 
Bishop, deputy superin-
tendent of educational 
services, said she came 
out on top from a pool of 
40 applicants after several 
rounds of interviews. The 
board unanimously 
approved her for the posi-
tion.

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

Delgado returning as Parcells principal

Sara Delgado

Penelope Griffioen is 
one  o f  E l i zabe th 
Wagenshutz’s standout 
writers at University 
Liggett School. Among 
other accomplishments, 
Griffioen has had her 
work included in every 
i s s u e  o f  T h e 
Lambrequin since she 
began her studies at ULS 
as a ninth grader. As part 
of her creative writing 
coursework, she submit-
ted two pieces to DePaul 
University’s inaugu-
ral Blue Book: Best 
American High School 
Writing 2022. “Only 
Hens” was selected for 
publication in the presti-
gious anthology and a 
second piece, “Highway,” 
was a fi nalist for publica-
tion.

Griffioen, who draws 
inspiration for her work 
from nature, soon will 
have the opportunity to 
further enhance her con-
nection to the natural 
world at the Isle Royale 
Teen Artist Exploration, 
a summer program that 
allows aspiring artists to 
hone their skills while 
experiencing the north-
ern Michigan wilderness. 

Wherever Griffioen’s 
writing takes her in the 
future, she is grateful for 

her time spent in the cre-
ative writing program at 
ULS.  She  cred i t s 
Wagenschutz, an Upper 
S c h o o l  E n g l i s h 
teacher, with helping her 
become a stronger writer 
and encouraging her to 
find opportunities to 
share her work.

At ULS, creative writ-
ing courses focus on the 
structure and techniques 
of writing — not the 
topic.

“That’s left up to the 
student,” Wagenschutz 
said, “and the things they 
come up with are just 
amazing and absolutely 
phenomenal. I adore get-
ting glimpses into their 
brains and helping them 
fi nd their own voices to 
put those thoughts, ideas 
and experiences on 
paper in a crafted and 
artistic way.”

Creative writing cur-
rently is a semester-long 
course for 11th and 
12th graders. However, 
the vastness of the liter-
ary world meant there 
often has been much 
more curriculum than 
one semester could 
explore. Next year, the 
course will be separated 

Liggett student 
a standout writer

See WRITER, page 10A

Nearly 50 University 
Liggett School students 
earned top honors from 
the Michigan Council for 
the Social Studies in the 
Michigan Social Studies 
Olympiad, including 
first-time recognition 
medals in the elementary 
division for the school’s 
two third-grade classes. 
The following ULS stu-
dents earned recogni-
tion:

Elementary 
Division 

Gold
◆ Both third-grade 

classes — Historical TV 
Newscast
◆ Zachary Morgan and 

El l io t t  Hemler  — 
Mapping Michigan’s Past

Honorable Mention
◆ Elliott Hemler — 

Take a Stand Essay

Senior Division
Gold
◆  Ben Combs — 

Current Events Editorial 
Essay
◆ Drew Johnson — 

Online Presentations
◆ Jack Nicholson — 

Poetry

◆  Jake Juip  — 
Speakathon

Silver
◆ Otto Massie, Charlie 

Bronk, Izak Calderon, 
Luke Slanec and Kanaan 
Taylor — Investments
◆ Luke Yoshida — 

Primary Documents 
Journal

Bronze
◆ Olivia Jacque — 

Political Cartoons
◆ Angelina Randazzo, 

Gia Randazzo, Felix 
Swanson — Social 
Studies Song

Honorable Mention
◆ Chase Connell — 

Current Events Editorial 

Essay
◆ Sophia Secco — 

Digital Photography
◆ Jillian Whitton — 

Online Presentations
◆ Max Goerlich — 

Online Presentations
◆ Sana’a Brown — 

Poetry
◆ Luci Boyle — Primary 

Documents Journal

Liggett students earn top honors

See HONORS, page 10A
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THANK YOU SPONSORS!

The best of times in Paris

Lynn & Paul Alandt Foundation

Mary Kaye & Mason Ferry

Wilkinson Foundation

Major Donors

Amy DeWys & James Blohm

Mary & Patrick Mansfield

Mary & Ron Lamparter

Denise & Frank Mullen

Erin & Bob Dindoffer

David S Balle, M.D., 
Grosse Pointe Dermatology 

Louisa St. Clair Chapter NSDAR

Dr. Lourdes Andaya

Mary Wilson

Dr. & Mrs. Anthony Alcantara

The Blake Company

Dr. & Mrs. Peter Dodenhoff

Dr. Clark Okulski

Expert Heating & Cooling

James C. Verney

Dr. Carl Pesta & Dr. Leslie Wagner

History Education Sponsors

Events and Lecture Sponsors

History Preservation Sponsors

Grosse Pointe History Center 
Technology Sponsors

Historic Horticulture & Garden Sponsors

Provencal-Weir House Sponsors

A toast to our amazing sponsors! 
Your support made La Belle Epoque 

an absolute blast, capturing the 
optimism, elegance, and progress of 
a bygone era. Your generosity truly 

made this event shine!

Mary & Tom Shafer
Afterglow Beverage Sponsor

Afterglow Dessert Sponsor

Mr. & Mrs. Kris R. Pfaehler
Valet SponsorOfficial Media Sponsor

062923

into two different semesters: one 
focused on prose and one focused on 
poetry. The expansion of the course 
gives students even more opportunity 
to explore and discover the structures, 
techniques and topics about which 
they’re passionate.

This is Wagenschutz’s eighth year as 
the creative writing teacher at ULS and 

she has been the faculty moderator for 
ULS’ art and literary magazine, The 
Lambrequin, since 2015. Student writ-
ing from within the creative writing 
program supplies content for The 
Lambrequin.

“In addition to creating a body of 
work for the literary magazine to pick 
from, students in creative writing must 
actively submit specific pieces for 
themed issues as well as submit three 
or more pieces for outside publica-
tions,” Wagenschutz explained.

WRITER:
Continued from page 9A

◆ Jake Juip — Primary Documents 
Journal
◆ Dahlia Medvinsky, Sophia Balaya, 

Josh Pierce, Taurian Dorty, Jarren 
Purify — Social Studies Song
◆ Lydia Widick — Take a Stand 

Essay
◆ Claire Juip — Take a Stand Essay

This year’s 2023 Michigan Social 
Studies Olympiad theme, “Choices that 
Changed Our World,” allowed students 
to examine signifi cant turning points 
in history. Through inquiry, students 
investigated the context, location, 
period and people involved in these 
turning points. As they encounter the 
good, the bad and the ugly stories of 
the past, they will be more able to ana-
lyze these decisions’ lasting impacts 
and consequences.

HONORS:
Continued from page 9A

Some 13 students from 
Grosse Pointe North and 
South high schools and 
University Liggett School 
are featured in the sec-
ond annual Wayne 
County High School Art 
Exhibition at Detroit 
Institute of Arts.

The exhibition, which 
runs through July 16, 
includes a variety of 
mediums, including 
paintings, mixed media 
and photography. More 
than 400 pieces were 
submitted, with 80 being 
chosen by DIA educa-
tors.

“We are thrilled to con-
tinue this program and 

provide a platform for 
young artists from 
Wayne County to show-
case their incredible tal-
ent,” said DIA Director 
Salvador Solort-Pons in a 
new release. “The Detroit 
Institute of Arts is com-
mitted to education and 
is honored to support 
and inspire the next gen-
eration of artists.”

Participating students 
include:

Grosse Pointe North: 
Oliver Borngaars, Jason 
Goosen, Chloe Harb and 
Michael Roustemis.

Grosse Pointe South: 
Maya Brooks-Renaud, 
Louis Kidder, Margot 

Murphy  and  Mia 
Pellerito.

University Liggett: Luci 
Boyle, Emmanuel Coates, 
Giovanna Randazzo, 
Angelina Randazzo and 
Lynne Romanelli. 

“Art plays a signifi cant 
role in shaping culture 
and society,” Wayne 
C o u n t y  E x e c u t i v e 
Warren Evans said at a 
kickoff event earlier this 
month. “Through art, stu-
dents can share their 
unique perspectives, 
ideas and emotions, 
allowing us to see the 
word from fresh and 
innovative perspectives.”

—Ted O’Neil

Students in DIA show

COURTESY PHOTOS

Top, “Splatter,” by Maya Brooks-Renaud, Grosse Pointe South. Bottom left, 
“Why Would I Say The Obvious Thing,” by Jason Goosen, Grosse Pointe North. 
Bottom right, “Fruits of our Labor,” by Emmanuel Coates, University Liggett.

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
—  A year of hard work 
and preparation paid off 
when Destination 
Imagination teams from 
Pierce Middle School and 
Defer Elementary School 
traveled to the global fi -
nals in Kansas City, Mo., 
last month, including a 
world title for Pierce in 
one category.

Known as the Dueling 
Dogs, the sixth graders 
took first place in the 
Instant Challenge portion 
of the competition, best-
ing an international fi eld 
mostly made up of sev-
enth and eighth graders.

“For the challenge, the 
kids walk into a room and 
have between three and 
eight minutes to build 
something or act some-
thing out based on what 
the judge gives them 
without any help from the 
adults,” said Courtney 
Dykstra, a reading inter-
ventionist at Defer who 
helps with both teams. 
“That accounted for 25 
percent of their overall 
score.”

Their task was to com-

municate in non-verbal 
ways a specifi ed pattern, 
with half the team on one 
side of a divider and half 
on the other.

“The one side can see 
the pattern and they have 
to give clues to the other 
side without using any 
words,” Dykstra said. “It 
ended up being a pattern 
of 64 x’s and o’s. It was 
great because they beat 
older students who have 
been doing this longer.”

It’s the first time a 
Michigan team has won 
the instant challenge.

The team of Zach 
Nyenhuis, Wyatt Roberts, 
Jack Dykstra, Ben Ryan, 
Estella Raether and Emily 

Vassel also finished 
fourth out of 40 teams in 
the  Middle  Leve l 
Engineering competition, 
the highest ever for a 
Grosse Pointe team.

“Each fall, Destination 
Imagination releases six 
challenges and the teams 
have to pick one to work 
on,” Dykstra said. “They 
can only use materials on 
an approved list.”

The challenge they 
picked was to construct a 
roller coaster aimed at 
sending a golf ball down 
it as far and as fast as 
possible. 

“It ended up being 
about 6 feet tall by 6 feet 
wide,” Dykstra said. 
“They used bamboo, duct 
tape, tin foil, wire and 
plastic tubing.”

In addition to building 
the coaster, the team had 
to write and perform an 
eight-minute play detail-
ing the experience some-
one would have riding it.

The 3-4 grade Defer 
team of Patrick Morris, 
M a t t e o  P a o n e s s a , 
Hannah Nyenhuis, Alison 
Dirkse and Ben Dykstra, 
also known as the Flames 
of Creativity, finished 
16th out of 53 teams in 
the Elementary Fine Arts 
division.

“They had to take a 
popular story and rewrite 
it from the viewpoint of a 
different character, and 
had to include props and 
costumes,” Dykstra said. 
“They choose the goose 
in ‘Jack and the 
Beanstalk.’”

Dykstra said she hopes 
the teams’ success will 
encourage more students 
to get involved.

“It teaches them how to 
think on their feet and 
collaborate,” she said. 

The global finals 
included 530 teams from 
29 states, two Canadian 
provinces and 12 coun-
tries over four days.

“It was a great experi-
ence,” Dykstra noted. 
“We were paired with 
teams from Mexico so the 
kids exchanged gift bags 
and hung out together, 
cheering for each other. 
We also met teams from 
China, Brazil and Turkey, 
so it’s a great cultural 
experience.”

Pierce, Defer DI teams do well at global competition
By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

Defer Elementary School Destination Imagination 
teammates, from left, Patrick Morris, Matteo 
Paonessa, Hannah Nyenhuis, Alison Dirkse and Ben 
Dykstra.

Pierce Middle 
School 
Destination 
Imagination 
teammates, from 
left, Zach 
Nyenhuis, Wyatt 
Roberts, Jack 
Dykstra, Ben 
Ryan, Estella 
Raether and 
Emily Vassel.

COURTESY PHOTOS
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By Grace Cueter and Clare Ramsdell
Interns

At many memorable graduations throughout the 
country this spring, hundreds of Grosse Pointers 
proudly became part of the esteemed Class of 2023. 
Graduates from Grosse Pointe North, Grosse Pointe 
South and University Liggett have successfully met 
their degree requirements, accepted their diplomas 
and joined the alumni ranks of their respective col-
leges or universities. 

Throughout their four-year journey in higher edu-
cation, these students displayed unwavering commit-
ment and hard work to earn their valuable degrees. 
As they embark on their next chapters, their accom-
plishments fi ll our community with immense pride. 
We extend our heartfelt good wishes for their future 
endeavors.

Elizabeth Byarski, 2019 alumni GPS, graduated with a BBA in Busi-
ness Administration and Marketing from the University of Dayton on 
May 7.

Grosse Pointe college grads place their tassels 
to the left at ceremonies across the country

Three exceptional graduates from Grosse Pointe North High School’s class of 2019 made their mark at Michigan State University’s 
recent graduation. From left to right, Emma Galeota earned a Bachelor of Science in Kinesiology and plans to attend occupational therapy 
school. Sara Schaden obtained a Bachelor of Science in Human Biology and aims to attend physician assistant school. Claire Williams 
achieved a Bachelor of Science in Human Biology and intends to pursue medical school. 
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Grosse Pointe North Alum, Meghan McSkimming, left, recently 
graduated from the University of Dayton with a Bachelor of Science, 
majoring in Biology. With plans to pursue a medical career, McSkim-
ming will be working as a medical scribe at Oak Street Health to gain 
valuable experience before heading to med school.

Below, Grosse Pointe South graduate and now Michigan State 
alum, Adam Fox, received a Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engi-
neering this spring. Embarking on his professional journey, he now 
assumes the role of Marketability Test Engineer at the esteemed Nis-
san Technical Center. 

Zach Heimbuch, right, a 2019 Grosse Pointe South graduate, has 
earned a Bachelor of Arts in English and German from Kalamazoo Col-
lege. He is now preparing to attend Michigan State University in the 
fall to earn his master’s in Human Resources and Labor Relations. 

Grosse Pointe North class of 2018 graduate, Jonathan Stander,  left, 
earned his Master of Educational Psychology from Loyola University in 
Chicago this spring. He plans to continue in graduate school at Loyola 
University to earn an education specialist degree in School Psychology. 
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Alla Kedzierski, of Grosse Pointe Shores, was awarded a Doctor of Physical Therapy from North-
western University’s Feinberg School of Medicine in Chicago on April 21.  Kedzierski’s father, Thad-
deus Kedzierski, J.D., had the distinctive honor of placing her hood during the doctoral hooding 
ceremony.  

Sylvia Hodges, a 2019 Grosse Pointe South alum, graduated within the top 2 percent of her class with 
Highest Honors from Michigan State University’s Honors College and the College of Arts and Letters. She 
majored in English and Creative Writing, with a minor in Arts and Cultural Management.  

Ryan Downey, a 2019 Grosse Pointe South alum, graduated from the 
University of Michigan this spring with a Bachelor of Science in Electri-
cal Engineering. Downey’s academic achievements have landed him a 
role in the General Motors electrical engineering division. 

Grosse Pointe South’s Madison Ryszewski graduated from 
Western Michigan University with a Bachelor of Science in Com-
munication Studies. Madison will be working for Lululemon.  

The Kopicki family had a double celebration this spring. Sophia Kopicki, left, graduated from University Liggett in 2017 and 
recently completed her undergraduate studies at Siena Heights University. She majored in Communications with a business 
concentration and was a two-year lacrosse student-athlete. She continued her education at Siena Heights University, earning 
her Master in Business Administration this year. Meanwhile, Billy Kopicki graduated from Miami University’s Farmer School of 
Business, with a major in Supply Chain Management and Operations and a Chinese minor. He was a student-athlete at Miami 
University for four years, playing for the baseball team.

Jimmy Rauh, a 2019 Grosse Pointe South grad, and now a Michi-
gan State University alumnus, graduated from the Broad College of 
Business with a Bachelor of Arts in Supply Chain Management. His 
future plans include taking his expertise to Chicago to work for We-
ber Grill’s supply chain operations. 

2023 Michigan State University graduate Caroline Baratta, above, poses 
in front of Spartan Stadium with her cap and gown.



GROSSE POINTE NEWS, JUNE 29, 2023

14A  |  GRADUATION

Gwyneth Tiderington, an alumna of the Grosse Pointe South High 
School Class of 2019, graduated from Michigan State University, earn-
ing a Bachelor of Arts with a major in Criminal Justice and minors in 
Cybersecurity and Human Behavior. She is an Information Security 
Specialist with Blue Cross Blue Shield and is pursuing a Master of Sci-
ence in Information Assurance with a major in Cybersecurity at the Uni-
versity of Detroit Mercy.

Emery Mathews, a 2019 Grosse Pointe South grad, graduated 
from Farmer School of Business at Miami University, where she 
earned a Bachelor of Science in Business. She will be working for 5/3 
Bank in Chicago.

Grosse Pointe South High School’s class of 2019 sweethearts, Will Leonard and Kendall Volpe, recently celebrated dual graduations from Miami University. Leonard earned a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science with 
minors in American Studies, Popular Culture and Intercultural Analysis; as well as a General Business minor from the Farmer School of Business. He plans to attend law school after gaining work experience in corporate 
America. Volpe graduated with honors, obtaining a Bachelor of Science in Psychology with a minor in Neuroscience. She works as a Systems Analyst at Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan. 

Michaela Anne Cosgrove, a 2019 graduate of Grosse Pointe North, 
earned a Bachelor of Science in Exercise and Sport Science and a mi-
nor in Sport Management fromWayne State University. She plans to 
take a gap year before going to grad school for a master’s in Athletic 
Training. During her gap year, Cosgrove will be working at St. Clair 
Orthopedics as an ortho tech, at Fusion Gym as a fi tness coach and at 
the Ardan Academy of Irish Dance as a teacher and competitor.

Elizabeth Torakis, a graduate of Grosse Pointe North High School, holds a Bachelor of Science in 
Health and Human Services from the University of Michigan-Dearborn. She proudly stands next to her 
mom Madelyn Torakis, a 1980 North grad, and her father, Steve Torakis. Currently working as a Child Life 
Assistant at C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital in Ann Arbor, Torakis’s future plans include a four-month Child 
Life internship in January 2024, followed by a national certifi cation exam to become a Certifi ed Child 
Life Specialist. She is dedicated to supporting hospitalized children and their siblings. 

2018 Grosse Pointe South alum, Caitlin Miller, center, has graduated from GVSU with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Chemistry.  She will be heading to grad school for Chemistry and teaching in the next year but is cur-
rently pursuing a job teaching Chemistry. Pictured alongside her brothers, left, Connor Miller, a 2016 South 
grad and 2020 GVSU grad, and Kevin Miller, right, a 2023 South grad who will be attending GVSU this fall.
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Rachel A. Sexton, right, a 2019 graduate of Grosse Pointe North High School, smiles with her proud sister, 
Grace Grishaber, at Sexton’s commencement ceremony from Vanderbilt University. Sexton graduated with 
a Bachelor of Science degree in Cognitive Studies with a minor in Medicine, Health and Society. Sexton was 
also an Army R.O.T.C. (Reserve Offi cer Training Corps) cadet during her time at Vanderbilt, and was commis-
sioned on May 12 of this year as a 2nd Lieutenant in the Army; Educational delay, Chaplain Corps. She has 
accepted a full ride for a graduate program at Boston College’s School of Theology and Ministry, to prepare 
her to become an Army chaplain.

From left, longtime friends who graduated together from South in 2019, Paula Dulworth and Evelyn Pacifi -
ci, walked the stage together again at Loyola University Chicago’s graduation ceremony this spring. Dulworth 
graduated with a degree in psychology and is working in Campus Ministries for Loyola University. Pacifi ci 
earned a degree in socio-legal studies and will pursue an education specialist degree at Loyola’s School of 
Psychology. 

Alexandria Walz is a graduate of Grosse Pointe South High School and as of this May, Michigan State 
University’s Lyman Briggs College. With a Bachelor of Science degree in Human Biology, she now works 
as a medical assistant at Bay Area Family Physicians while she applies to physician assistant programs.

Devon Grace Krasner graduated summa cum laude from the Uni-
versity of Michigan, earning a Bachelor of Science in Biomedical 
Engineering and a minor in German. The 2019 Grosse Pointe South 
graduate received University Honors at the 100th Annual Honors 
Convocation. Krasner will continue her studies at UM, pursuing a 
master’s in Molecular and Integrative Physiology.

2015 Grosse Pointe North graduate, Matthew Stander, earned 
his Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine from Michigan State University 
this May. Dr. Stander will be completing his residency with Corewell 
Heath.

From left to right, Tanner Belanger and Riley Francis, Grosse Pointe 
Farms residents and Grosse Pointe South High School graduates, recently 
completed their studies at Alma College. Belanger earned a double major 
in Elementary Education and Special Education. He will be student teach-
ing at Brownell Middle School in the fall and is excited to fi nd a teaching 
job to kickstart his career. Francis is heading to dental school at the Univer-
sity of Michigan.

Grosse Pointe South graduate Hayley (Soltesz) Blunden completed her Ph.D. in Organizational Behav-
ior at Harvard Business School. She previously earned her MBA at Columbia University.   Dr. Blunden is 
pictured with her parents, James and Ridene Soltesz of Grosse Pointe Farms, at the reception for doctoral 
graduates hosted in Harvard’s Spangler Hall. She has joined the faculty at American University in Wash-
ington D.C.

COURTESY PHOTOS
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Where GP’s recent high 
school graduates are headed

On the heels of hundreds of Grosse Pointers graduating from colleges across the country this spring, our community also cel-
ebrated more than 600 high school graduates from Grosse Pointe South, Grosse Pointe North and University Liggett. Here’s a look 
at where students from the Class of 2023 are headed next fall. 
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Since directing the pro-
ceeds from her annual 
Celebrate Michigan’s 
Military fundraiser to 
benefi t Guardian Angels 
Medical Service Dogs, 
Grosse Pointe Farms res-
ident Mary Lamparter 
has helped raise more 
than $1.4 million for the 
Florida-based nonprofi t, 
thanks to sponsorships, 
ticket sales and other 
efforts.

Following this year’s 
event, which took place 

June 6, at The War 
Memorial, Lamparter 
announced she would 
“try to” step down from 
her role with CMM.

“Working with this 
amazing organization 
has been a true blessing,” 
said Lamparter, who will 
retain her position as 
regional coordinator of 
Guardian Angels. “I 
believe so much in the 
mission and know how 
valuable these dogs are 
to our veterans and fi rst 
responders, but after 
nine years, I believe it’s 
time to step aside and let 

other leadership con-
tinue the work. If there is 
anyone that would like to 
work with me for a tran-
sition time, I would love 
to hear from them.

“Celebrate Michigan’s 
Military gave me the 
opportunity to meet so 
many incredible individ-
uals and many have 
b e c o m e  p e r s o n a l 
friends,” she contin-
ued. “I will be forever 
grateful for the support. I 
am so incredibly excited 
that donations by so 
many people, organiza-
tions and companies here 
in our area have made it 
possible to provide ser-
vice dogs to so many 
deserving individu-
als. There are angels 
everywhere, some with 
four legs and many with 
two.”

The event
In 2014, CMM netted 

just over $30,000. This 
year, the net profi t was 
$245,000.

“After nine years, it 
looks like CMM has 
raised an estimated total 
of $1,430,000 net profi t 
for Guardian Angels,” 
Lamparter said, noting 
with the exception of 
2020, during the pan-
demic, event proceeds 
have gone up year over 
year.

A sell-out crowd at The 
War Memorial — hosting 
its first CMM event on 
D-Day, shortly after the 
dedication of its new “Les 
Braves II: At Water’s 
Edge” monument — was 
treated to presentations 
from three Michigan mil-

itary leaders. Maj. Gen. 
Darren Werner, com-
mander of Detroit 
Arsenal; Col. Leah 
Voelker, commander at 
Selfridge Air National 
Guard  Base ;  and 
Command Sgt. Maj. 
William Russell III, state 
senior enlisted leader of 
the Michigan Army 
National Guard, each 
shared information about 
the work done at 
Michigan’s different mili-
tary installations.

A d d i t i o n a l l y , 
Lamparter presented 
tributes to six World War 
II veterans — George 
Gitari, Robert Haffner, 
Ron Huizenga, Billy 
Hamlin, Bob Harris and 
Jean Gilbert — as well as 
two original Rosie the 
Riveters :  Delphine 
Klaput and Frances 
Masters.

CMM 2023 drew more 
than 90 event sponsors, 
including four who each 
donated $25,000 — the 
cost to feed, house, train 
and pair one service dog 
with a veteran or first 
responder. Superior 
Sponsors included the 
Grosse Pointe Yacht 
Club, Heather and Stan 
Dickson, Ted and Mary 
S t a h l  o f  S t a h l ’ s 
Automotive Foundation 
and Marsha Tucker.

Funds also were raised 
through an auction. A 
painting of “Les Braves” 
by Elaine Taylor and a 
patriotic quilt donated by 
Denise  Champla in 
brought in several thou-
sand dollars with help 
from auctioneer Dave 
Carleton.

A paddle raise drew in 
additional dollars and 

donors were given the 
opportunity to vote on a 
name for a new service 
dog.

“Our ‘official’ puppy 
from CMM 2023 will be 
( n a m e d )  A l g e r , ” 
Lamparter said.

The cause
Guardian  Angels 

founder Carol Borden 
attended the event, 
speaking to supporters 
about the origin of 
Guardian Angels and the 
impact it has had since 
2010.

The daughter of a 

Korean War veteran and 
mother of a disabled vet-
eran of the war in 
Afghanistan and Iraq, 
Borden said she knew 
she had to do something 
to give back to military 
personnel. She decided 
to combine her talents — 
training dogs and man-
aging businesses — to 
form Guardian Angels.

“I had no idea at the 
time where that would 
bring us today,” she said. 
“The work we do is 
invaluable to so many 
lives.

“These are working 
dogs trained to do special 
tasks,” she added. “They 
are not a cure; they are a 
management tool.”

It has long been 
reported that 22 veterans 
die by suicide every day; 
however, a recent publi-
cation indicated that 
number actually may be 
double, Borden said.

“These are men and 
women who sacrifice 
everything for our coun-
try,” she continued. “The 
least we could do is fi nd 
a way to give back. The 
way we do that is by 
training these dogs with 
highly specialized skills.”

M o r e  t h a n  4 0 0 

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Proceeds benefit 
Guardian Angels 

Medical Service Dogs

CMM a 
success

Event orga-
nizers, Mary 
Lamparter, 
left, and 
Nancy Dakin, 
spent months 
preparing for 
the 2023 
Celebrate 
Michigan’s 
Military, 
which took 
place earlier 
this month.

PHOTOS BY 
RENEE LANDUYT

Guardian Angels recipient Kate Melcher attended 
the event with her service dog, Cat.

Several World War II veterans were honored at CMM, including Richard 
Pastula, who attended with his daughter, Louise Pastula, left, and Ann Rudisill, 
a U.S. Air Force veteran who runs the organization Downriver For Veterans in 
Wyandotte.

Lance Cpl. Bryan Carpenter, with his service dog, 
Fahrny, gave the evening’s keynote address.

Real-life Rosie the Riveters, Delphine Klaput, left, 
and Frances Master. Klaput was a clerk at a factory 
in Maryland that made plane parts for the B-24 
Liberator, while Masters worked at Willow Run on 
and inside the wings of the B-24 bomber. See CMM, page 8B
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Blood drives
The American Red 

Cross hosts the following 
blood drives:
◆ Noon to 6 p.m.

F r i d a y ,  J u n e  3 0 , 
Assumpt ion  Greek 
Orthodox Church, 21800 
Marter, St. Clair Shores.
◆ Noon to 6 p.m.

Thursday,  July  6 , 
Univers i ty  L igge t t 
School, 1045 Cook, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.
◆ 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Friday, July 7, Pointe 
Fitness, 19556 Harper, 
Harper Woods. 

Register at redcross
blood.org.

Library
The Grosse Pointe 

Public Library hosts a 

variety of programs. To 
register for the following, 
visit grossepointelibrary.
org.
◆ Park Visit: Neff Park,

11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Friday, 
June 30, at Neff Park, 
17350 E. Jefferson, City 
of Grosse Pointe.
◆ Summer Art Classes,

4 to 5 p.m. Monday, July 
3, at Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods. 
◆ Summer Storytime,

10:30 to  11 a .m. 
Wednesday, July 5, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.
◆ Appy Hour, 3:30 to

4:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
July 5, at Ewald, 15175 E. 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.
◆ Teen Leadership

Council meeting, 6 to 7 
p.m. Wednesday, July 5,
at Woods, 20680 Mack,
Grosse Pointe Woods.
◆ Storytime with Miss

Jane, 10:30 to 11 a.m. 
Thursday, July 6, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.
◆ All Together in the

Name of Beads!, 6 to 7:30 
p.m. Thursday, July 6, at
E w a l d ,  1 5 1 7 5  E .
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe
Park.
◆ Gaming Meetup, 3 to

4:30 p.m. Friday, July 7, 
at Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

The Helm
The Helm at the Boll 

Life Center, 158 Ridge, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, 
offers a variety of classes 
a n d  p r o g r a m s . 
Registration is required 

AREA ACTIVITIES

Suellen S. Kruse

Suellen S. Kruse, 82, 
passed away peacefully 
Tuesday, May 9, 2023 in 
Grosse Pointe.  

She was born July 28, 
1940, in Minneapolis, to 
Gordon and Evelyn 
Kruse. She grew up in 
the city and was a gradu-
ate of Southwest High 
School in Minneapolis. 
She worked as a trust 
offi cer at First National 
Bank of Minneapolis 
before she and Jeanne 
Schlosser moved to 
Grand Marais, Minn., in 
1989, and opened the 
Kah-Nee-Tah Gallery 
and Cottages in Lutsen. 

Suellen had a passion 
for art and her beloved 
Lake Superior and she 
combined those loves 
into her business, which 
she owned until 2014.  

Suellen loved her 
Grand Marais commu-
nity and contributed to it 
in several ways. As leader 
of the Johnson Heritage 
Post in the early days, 
she was instrumental in 
creating growth, stability 
and new directions for 
the gallery. Suellen also 
was involved with the 
Harbor Park transforma-
tion. She worked with 
her community of faith, 
First Congregational 
Church, as a catalyst for 
its stained-glass memo-
rial window and she 
served as president of the 
North Shore Health Care 
Foundation. As an 
author, Suellen, with her 
sister, wrote and pub-
lished a cookbook featur-
ing recipes from their 
mother.  

As involved as she was 
in her community and 
business, she always 
took time to “smell the 
roses” and remember 
what was important: her 
home on the lake, her 
family and her beloved 
pets, too numerous to 
name. She moved to 
Grosse Pointe to live near 
her sister in 2017, who 
cared for her until her 
death.  

She is survived by her 
sister, Priscilla van 
Horne;  niece,  Jen 
Andrews van Horne; her 
extended family, Annie 
O’Toole, Leo Stewart, 
Kate Andrews van Horne, 
Lillian Tan, James, Mary, 
Rache l  and  Ryan 
Tandias; as well as many 
friends considered family 
of choice.  

A memorial service 
takes place at noon 
Saturday, July 8, at 

Grosse Pointe United 
Methodist Church, 211 
Moross, Grosse Pointe 
Farms. In lieu of fl owers, 
memorials may be given 
to the American Society 
for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals, bit.
ly/44g0YwC, the North 
Shore Health Care 
Foundation, northshore
healthcarefoundation.
org/donate or Grosse 
Pointe United Methodist 
Church, gpumc.org/give. 

A r r a n g e m e n t s 
entrusted to Chas. 
Verheyden Inc., verhey
den.org.

Frances Schilling 
Marek

Frances Schil l ing 
Marek, 88, of Lake St. 
Louis, Mo., passed away 
peacefully Saturday, 
June 17, 2023. 

She was born Jan. 4, 
1935, in Detroit, to 
Donald  and Ruth 
Schilling. She lived a full 
and adventurous life.

Due to her father’s mil-
itary service, she lived in 
France for a time after 
high school graduation. 
She married and her fi rst 
son was born in Paris. 
Fran moved back to the 
states and continued to 
expand her family. In 
1963, she married again 
and moved to Florissant, 
Mo., when her husband 
was hired at McDonnell 
Douglas. She eventually 
had a total of seven chil-
dren.

While raising her chil-
dren, Fran was active in 
the PTA and was a Girl 
Scout leader. She canned 
and froze vegetables 
grown in the huge gar-
den behind the house. 
She loved spending time 
with her family and they 
often went camping and 
water skiing. Fran also 
was an avid St. Louis 
Cardinals fan.

In her later years, Fran 
met and married Don 
Marek Sr. She moved to 
Lake St. Louis and 
enjoyed living on the lake 
and traveling with Don. 
During this time, she 
started teaching English 
as a Second Language 
classes for several years 
at St. Charles Community 
College. She taught ESL 
classes well into her 70s.

Fran was a loving wife, 
mother, grandmother 
and friend. She always 
was there for her family 
and friends and always 
put their needs before 
her own. She had a bois-

terous laugh and never 
met a stranger. She was 
a kind and generous per-
son and will be deeply 
missed by all who knew 
her.

Fran is survived by her 
children, Denny Fogal, 
Connie Hellyer, Jim 
Fogal, Tim Fogal and 
Elizabeth Hutson; sib-
lings, Pat and Don; and 
numerous grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. 
She was predeceased by 
her parents; husband, 
Don Marek Sr.; sister, 
Sue; brother, Bill; and 
sons, Doug Fogal and 
David Bertorello.

A Celebration of Life 
will be held Sunday, July 
23, at a location to be 
determined. 

As a final gift, Fran 
donated her body to the 
Washington University 
School of Medicine in St. 
Louis. In lieu of fl owers, 
the family requests dona-
tions be made to the 
K n i g h t  A l z h e i m e r 
Disease Research Center 
a t  W a s h i n g t o n 
University, knightadrc.
wustl.edu/donate. 

Dorthea “Dottie” 
Lamb Westfall

Dorthea “Dottie” Lamb 
Westfall of Powell, Ohio, 
passed away peacefully 
with her husband of 69 
years and her four chil-
dren at her bedside.  

Dottie was born in 
Blandsburg, Pa., to Dora 
Marks and Charles 
Carlton Lamb. She met 
her future husband at 
Latrobe High School. In 
school, Dottie enjoyed 
singing and was an 
accomplished clarinetist. 
She attended college at 
the  Univers i ty  o f 
Pittsburgh. 

She and her husband 
moved from Pittsburgh 
to Upper Arlington in 
1964, where they lived 
for 18 years before mov-
ing to Grosse Pointe 
Farms for 10 years. 
Dottie and Marty later 
resided in Versoix, 
Switzerland, on the 
banks of Lake Geneva. 
Upon their return state-
side, they moved to 
Powell, Ohio, where she 
and Marty lived for 30 
years.  

Dottie is survived by 
her husband, Marty; chil-
dren, Marty (Diane), 
Kevin (Beth), Chris 
(Maureen) and Laura 
Casey; seven grandchil-
dren whom she doted on, 
Katie, Maddy, Nicholas, 

Olivia, Henry, Jack and 
Karsen; and her sister, 
Peggy Barnett. Her 
brother, Chuck, prede-
ceased her.  

Dottie enjoyed mem-
bership at Muirfield 
Village Golf Club, one of 
her favorite places; 
Scioto Country Club, 
where she served on the 
entertainment commit-
tee; and the Rolling Rock 
Club in Ligonier, Pa. 
Dottie was a past mem-
ber of The Grosse Pointe 
Club, Country Club of 
Detroit and Domaine 
Impérial in Gland, 
Switzerland. 

She was actively 
involved in charitable 
and cultural endeavors 
in all the cities she 
resided, including serv-
ing on the St. Andrew 
Women’s Auxiliary, 
where she was a parish-
ioner many years, plus 
Beaux Art and Franklin 
Park Conservatory. She 
was an active volunteer 
and benefactor of Detroit 
Art ist  Market  and 
chaired the entertain-
ment committee for the 
Detroit Grand Prix. She 
also chaired interna-
tional conferences for 
partners and their 
spouses of Coopers & 
Lybrand.

Dottie was much 
beloved by her family 
and many friends. She 
had a bright smile and a 
sparkle in her eye, along 
with a mischievous sense 
of humor. Dottie was an 
avid bridge player and 
voracious reader. She 
loved gardening and was 
an accomplished cook, 
much to the delight of 
her family and friends. 
Dottie enjoyed antiquing 
and was quite knowl-
edgeable on the subject. 
She traveled the world 
and visited every conti-
nent except Antarctica, 
which she had no desire 
to visit, notwithstanding 
the penguins. Dottie 
leaves a legacy of care 
and love. She never 
missed a birthday or hol-
iday and not only marked 
every milestone with a 
sense of occasion, but 
also cherished the small 
moments, too. She 
always had time for a cup 
of tea and a long talk 
with a friend or family 

member.
A private funeral Mass 

will take place at St. 
Vincent Basilica, with 
internment at Mary 
Mother  o f  Mercy 
Mausoleum on the cam-
pus of the St. Vincent 
A r c h a b b e y  i n 
Westmoreland County, 
Pa. A celebration of life 
will follow in July for 
friends and family. 

In lieu of fl owers, dona-
tions may be made to the 
F r a n k l i n  P a r k 
C o n s e r v a t o r y  a n d 
Botanical Garden, 1777 
E . B r o a d  S t r e e t , 
Columbus, OH 43203,
fpconservatory.org.

Marilyn E. O’Bryan
Marilyn E. O’Bryan, 87, 

passed away Wednesday, 
June 7, 2023. 

Marilyn was born Jan. 
29, 1936. She was a long-
term resident of the 
Grosse Pointes and a res-
ident of Novi when she 
passed. She was proud of 
her career as a licensed 
customs broker for 
nearly four decades. 

Marilyn was always 
dressed to the nines with 
her great sense of style. 
She also was a fan of the 
performing arts and a 
longtime member of the 
Sweet Adelines singing 
group. She also was a 
50-plus-year member of
Grosse Pointe Theatre.

Marilyn was prede-
ceased by her husband, 
Ronald W. O’Bryan. She 
is survived by many 
nieces and nephews and 
will be dearly missed by 
her cherished family in 
Connecticut. 

A Catholic funeral 
Mass took place at St. 
Fabian Catholic Church 
in Farmington Hills.  She 

was interned next to her 
beloved husband at 
Resurrection Cemetery 
in Clinton Township. 

Memorial donations 
may be made in Marilyn’s 
honor to Grosse Pointe 
Theatre, gpt.org/support-
us, or Penrickton Center 
for Blind Children, pen
rickton.org/donations/
donate-to-penrickton-
center. 

Bradford Tisdale
Bradford Tisdale, 84, 

of St. Clair Shores, 
passed away peacefully 
Thursday, June 8, 2023.

Bradford was born 
March 22, 1939, in 
Milwaukee, Wis., the son 
of Edward Tisdale and 
Polly Sundt Tisdale. 

Bradford was raised in 
Grosse Pointe and grad-
uated from Grosse Pointe 
High School in 1957. He 
was passionate about 
sailing, fi shing, hunting 
and gardening. He also 
was an avid sailor on 
Lake St. Clair and a 
member of the Grosse 
Pointe Yacht Club for 50 
years. He spent many 
years  in  northern 
Michigan fl y fi shing and 
hunting and loved to 
spend weekends tending 
to his beautiful garden.  

Bradford was prede-
ceased by his loving wife, 
Linda; and parents, 
Edward and Polly. He is 
survived by his cherished 
children, Scott Bradford 
Tisdale, Kristin Lynn 
Edmonson (Steven) and 
Kevin Brett Tisdale 
(Danielle); as well as 
four beloved grandchil-
dren, Daniel, Megan and 
Jack Edmonson and 
Bennett Tisdale. Service 
information may be 
found at ahpeters.com.

OBITUARIES
Obituary notices are purchased and often prewritten by family or friends. While 
we try to run obituaries as submitted, we nevertheless reserve the right to edit 
for accuracy, style and length.

Dorthea Lamb WestfallFrances Schilling MarekSuellen S. Kruse

Marilyn E. O’Bryan Bradford Tisdale

Matthew Chul Aldrich,
54, passed away Friday, 

 
 

 
 

 
 

June 23, 2023. Matt was 
a longtime Grosse Pointe 
resident.

Matt joined the Aldrich 
family when he was just two 
and a half from Seoul, South 

 
Chicago’s O’Hare Airport, and 
his beautiful presence forever 
changed their lives.

Matt attended Grosse 
Pointe South High School 
and graduated in 1988. 
He attended MSU for an 
engineering degree, but 

     
love, which was the culinary 
arts. He was involved in 
wrestling, hockey, and his 
favorite, being a teammate 
on the Grosse Pointe Blue 
Devils football team. Matt 
was an accomplished chef 
and worked in the restaurant 
business as a sous chef. 
Next, he took his love of 
mathematics and people to 

Rocket Mortgage in Arizona, 
where he loved helping his 
clients obtain their dreams of 
owning new homes. 

He was a truly wonderful 
father of his three sons: 
Lukas, Cody and Alex. He 
was also a dedicated and 
loving husband to his wife 
Deborah. Family and friends 
were everything to Matt. He 

Pointe to visit his mother, 
Donna, his father, Lance, his 
brother, Eric, and his nephew, 
Benjamin. He and his 
fraternity brothers followed 
the Spartans to wherever the 
MSU schedule took them.

Matt was a free spirit, 
an adventurer and an 

found great satisfaction in 
preparing gourmet meals for 
his family.

Matt is survived by his wife, 
Deborah; his sons, Alex and 
Lukas; his father and mother, 
Lance and Donna; his father-
in-law, Joseph Bialczak; his 
grandparents, Chet and Betty 
Bovee; his brother, Eric; his 
nephew, Benjamin; and many 
loving aunts, uncles and 
cousins. His son, Cody, and 
mother-in-law, Ann Bialczac, 
predeceased him. 

Arrangement information 
to come.

Matthew Chul Aldrich

See EVENTS, page 3B



at (313) 882-9600 for the 
following:
◆ The Full Circle 

Farmers Market brings 
fresh produce to The 
Helm 11 a.m. to noon 
Thursdays, beginning 
July 6.
◆ Stress Reduction 

Workshop, 1 to 2:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, July 11, with 
instructor Jonathan 
Itchon.
◆ The movie “Jerry & 

Marge Go Large” is 
shown at 12:30 p.m. 
Friday, July 14. Cost is $3 
for members, $5 for non-
members, and includes 
snacks.

GPAA
The Grosse Pointe 

Art ists  Associat ion 
offers a variety of classes 
at its studio, located at 
The War Memorial, 32 
Lakeshore ,  Grosse 
Pointe Farms. To regis-
ter for the following, 
visit grossepointeartcen-
ter.org.
◆  “ Imitat ing the 

Masters of Landscape,” 
a workshop with Donald 
Cronkhite, 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. select Thursdays. 
July 6 and 13, the class 
e x a m i n e s  C a m i l l e 
Pissarro; Aug. 3 and 10, 
the class examines Jacob 
van Ruisdael; and Aug. 
31 and Sept. 7, the class 
e x a m i n e s  J o s e p h 
Mallord William Turner.
◆ Plein Air painting 

with Donald Cronkhite, 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Thursdays, July 6 and 
13.
◆ “Painting in Reverse: 

The Art of Painting on 
B l a c k  W a t e r c o l o r 
Paper,” a workshop with 
Nancy Philo, 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Saturday, July 15.
◆  “ Imitat ing the 

Masters — a portrait by 
Anthony Van Dyke,” a 

workshop with Donald 
Cronkhite, 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Thursdays, July 20 
and 27.
◆ “The Art of Pastels,” 

a workshop with Fran 
Seikaly, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday, 
July 28 and 29.

Ford House
The Edsel & Eleanor 

Ford House,  1100 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Shores, offers the follow-
ing programs:
◆ 10 Out of 10 Tour, 6 

p .m.  Fr idays  and 
Saturdays, through July 
29. Explore the Ford fam-
ily’s home while learning 
about 10 artifacts. 
Admission fees vary.
◆ Game Night: Lawn 

Games, 6 p.m. Fridays, 
July 7 and Aug. 4. Cost is 
$10 for members, $12 for 
nonmembers.
◆  S tory  Studio : 

Bonkers Black and 
Wacky White, 10:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, July 11, for chil-
dren. Cost is $4 for mem-
bers, $5 for nonmembers. 
◆  E x p l o r e r s : 

Butterflies, 11 a.m. 
Saturday, July 15, for 
children ages 6 to 9. Cost 
is $5 per child.
◆ Story Studio: Radical 

Red, 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, 
July 18. “The Story of the 
Red Rubber Ball” will be 
read. Cost is $4 for mem-
ber children, $5 for non-
member children.

For tickets and infor-
mation, visit fordhouse.
org.

Concert
The “Rise Up Detroit” 

summer concert series 
continues with Gwenyth 
Hayes performing 8 to 11 
p.m. Saturday, July 1, 
and Sean Blackman’s “In 
Transit” performing 8 to 
11 p.m. Saturday, July 8, 
at Cornerstone Village 
Bar & Grille, 17315 Mack, 
Detroit. Cost is $15 at the 
door. 
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Our Private Banquet RoomOur Private Banquet Room
is the perfect place to host your event!is the perfect place to host your event!

Our Private Banquet RoomOur Private Banquet Room
is the perfect place to host your event!is the perfect place to host your event!

Call to Reserve for your Special Day!

16930 Kercheval Avenue (bet. Cadieux & Notre Dame)

313-882-4555 • www.villagegrillegp.com

Bridal Shower • Rehearsal Dinner • Wedding Reception
Sports Event • Baby Shower • Business Meeting

Grosse Pointe’s Grosse Pointe’s 
Friend liestFriend liest

Family  RestaurantFamily  Restaurant!
LUNCH • DINNER • SPORTS BAR • KIDS GAME ROOMLUNCH • DINNER • SPORTS BAR • KIDS GAME ROOM

Sp i l D !CCallll to Reserve ffor y

06
29

23

17133 Kercheval Ave.
Grosse Pointe In the Village

313.882.7256

MEN’S, WOMEN’S & CHILDREN’S
WEAR FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

06
29

23

17131 Kercheval Ave.
Grosse Pointe In the Village

313.882.7256 • shopvillagepalm.com

A                           Signature Store

New Summer                 Arriving Daily!

Custom  Wedding Cakes
for  You r Special Day!

www.chocolatebar-cafe.com

- Fresh Baked on Site -
• Grooms Cakes

 • Cupcakes
 • Custom Designs & Colors • Custom Designg s & Colo

313.881.2888
20737 Mack Ave. (N. of Vernier)

Grosse Pointe Woods

05
29

23

Lathrop—Newa

Glade and Joel Lathrop of Charlevoix announce 
the engagement of their daughter, Sophia Lathrop, 
to Ryan Newa, the son of Kristin and Ken Newa of 
the City of Grosse Pointe.

Miss Lathrop earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
advertising and graphic design from Michigan State 
University. She works in the digital marketing adver-
tising fi eld.

Mr. Newa earned a Bachelor of Science degree in 
economics from Michigan State University. He is a 
data analyst.

A wedding date has yet to be set.

ENGAGEMENT

Ryan Newa and Sophia Lathrop

Christa and Jordan Meier

Bertakis—Meier

Christa Marie Bertakis and Jordan Peter Meier 
were married Saturday, May 7, 2022, in Cabo San 
Lucas, during a ceremony offi ciated by the Rev. 
Diego Vidal. A reception followed at the Chileno Bay 
Auberge Resorts Collection.

The bride is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John N. 
Bertakis of Grosse Pointe Shores. The groom is the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Meier of Verona, Wis.

The bride wore a long-sleeved sheath gown 
designed by Berta Privee featuring hand-applied lace 
cuffs, a beaded appliqué with pearls and a bateau-
style neckline. The skirt featured appliqué streams 
and tulle layers throughout. The gown was compli-
mented by a cathedral-length veil and a bouquet of 
white peonies. The wedding venue was dotted with 
sunset-colored roses in vintage shades and jumbo 
white orchids.

The bride’s sisters, Marianna Bertakis, Alexandra 
Bertakis and Carina Bertakis, served as maids of 
honor. Bridesmaids were her cousin, Angela Giorgio; 
and friends, Alexandra Nolting, Natalie Bruton and 
Dana Starr. The bridesmaids wore sandy-colored 
Hailey Paige chiffon-layered dresses with ruching at 
the waist and strapping detail on the back. They car-
ried bouquets of white roses.

Best man duties were shared by the groom’s broth-
ers, Max and Austin Meier. Groomsmen were his 
friends, Jordan Armentrout, Adam Burish, Ryan 
Suter, Jake Dowell and Davis Drewiske.

The mother of the bride wore an off-shoulder per-
iwinkle blue satin gown with ruching and a sheath 
bodice featuring a large satin fl ower. The mother of 
the groom wore a pale blue gown with fl oral appli-
qué and a sheer overlay.

The bride earned a master’s degree in nursing 
from Michigan State University. She is a nurse prac-
titioner with Radiance Skin Therapy.

The groom studied at the University of Wisconsin-
Platteville. He is an entrepreneur.

The couple honeymooned in Italy. They live in 
Madison, Wis.

WEDDINGTuesday, May 23, 
the Junior League 
G a r d e n e r s ’ 
C o n s e r v a t i o n 
Committee hosted 
the dedication of a 
donated park bench 
commemorating the 
celebration of the 
Gardeners’  90th 
anniversary in 2022.

Members of the 
group col lected 
enough plastic lids 
and paid a sum of 
money in exchange 
for a bench made 
from recycled plas-
tic lids at Green Tree 
Plastics in Indiana. 
The Gardeners use 
their skills to help 
maintain the garden at 
Elworthy Field in the 
City of Grosse Pointe. 
The green bench with 
the commemorative 
plaque was appropri-
ately placed close to the 
garden by the City of 
Grosse Pointe workers.

The Junior League 
Gardeners is a subgroup 
of the Junior League of 
Detroit, a charitable 
women’s organization 
since 1914 that trains 
women to be effective 
volunteers. The JLD has 

been the originator of 
many longstanding 
charities helping to build 
a better community in 
the city of Detroit and 
impacting the lives of 
children and families. 
The Gardeners in their 
own fundraising efforts 
have made donations 
annually to a number of 
other 501(c)3 groups in 
the community. They 
also create and maintain 
a plot in the Trial 
Gardens at The War 
Memorial.

JLD Gardeners donate bench to Elworthy Field

COURTESY PHOTOS

Top, the Junior League Gardeners Conservation 
Committee. Above, the group tends to the gardens 
at Elworthy Field in the City of Grosse Pointe.

EVENTS:
Continued from page 2B
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The 2023 Pantone 
Color of the Year is 
Viva Magenta, below, 
and design trends have 
followed suit. Bright, 
bold wedding colors 
are popular, as shown 
by the bouquet above 
and arrangement at left.

By Donna Zetterlund
Special Writer

Wedding season has arrived and 
along with it the inspiration for plan-
ning all the wonderful elements for up-
coming weddings this year and next. 

Just like fashion, wedding trends 
are ever-evolving, so its great to check 
in with the experts periodically to see 
which styles and colors are hot these 
day for your nuptial plans.

When it comes to flowers in the 
Pointes, the name Viviano is often 
on everyone’s tongue. Their brand is 
known for its high-quality, sumptuous 
flowers and arrangements that have 

been making brides and others proud 
and happy at decades of events.

We sat down with Cecilia Viviano  
at Viviano Flower Shop in St. Clair 
Shores recently to see which trends 
she’s been seeing and for her expert 
advice for 2023-2024 brides.

From bright, bold colors to organic 
themes and more, the following is a 
short list of the most popular trends, 
and Viviano’s is always ready to add 
their artistry to your vision to make 
your dream wedding a reality. 

So get inspired, make some notes 
and  begin picturing what your big day 
will look like as you plan the biggest 
party event of your lifetime.

TRENDS

Bright and bold

2 0 2 32 0 2 3

Floral

PHOTO COURTESY OF VIVIANO’S
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WHERE 
TO 
SHOP:

VIVIANO FLOWER SHOP
32050 Harper Ave., St. Clair Shores • (586) 293-0227  
20087 Mack Ave., Grosse Pointe Woods • (313) 882-2461

800-VIVIANO (848-4266)
viviano.com

Terra cotta

Organics

Terra cotta is unglazed clay pottery and it lends its name to the color that 
has become a recent trend. Fall color schemes have shifted to terra cotta, 
burgundies, umbers and yellows. The lovely arrangement above is an ex-
ample of this beautiful theme played out in a stunning loose arrangement 
in satisfying warm tones.

Organics are in, according to the designers at Viviano Flower Shop. These 

style, like the gorgeous bouquet above.

The organic designs sometimes feature added fruits or fragrant herbs for a 
totally natural look and feel, like the centerpiece at left, which includes a pome-
granate fruit for color and texture. Below, an airy white arrangement.

2 0 2 3

PHOTO COURTESY OF AMANDA BARNES PHOTOGRAPHY
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Groupings

and modern look for the reception area. Some couples personalize the grouped settings 
with family heirlooms or antiques to bring tradition and personality to the visual display. 

Above, a row of single white roses in tube vases along with white tapered candles in 
black metal candle holders create a trendy minimalist black and white theme that beau-
tifully accents the tables.

At right: A cluster of candles surrounded by white blooms creates a warm and inviting 
table for guests in this romantic and elegant wedding setting.

Grounded installations like the one above featuring arrangements along the aisle 
or at the front of the aisle help to visually anchor the space and ensure all eyes 

-
pose for the reception, often in front of the head table. This expert advice from 
Viviano proves that a little planning can get you the most value and use from your 

Groupings of white roses in simple vases, above, create an easy yet elegant cen-
terpiece for the reception tables. Keeping the arrangements low in height allows 
guests to  see one another for easy conversation.

CLUSTERSCLUSTERS
OF NATURAL OF NATURAL 
BEAUTYBEAUTY

  

PHOTO COURTESY OF AMANDA BARNES PHOTOGRAPHY
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Hanging installations are perfect for venues with high ceilings 
to create both warmth and dazzle to larger or  industrial ven-
ues. Adding texture and volume to the event space makes it 
more welcoming and festive, putting guests at ease and con-
tributing to the party vibe.

Some couples use hanging installations to showcase the  head 
table or other focal points in the party layout.

Above, draping greens and fresh inverted vertical blooms 
accentuated with warm light bring instant class and artistry to 
any venue

The natural greens and soft lighting, top left, bring comfortable 
warmth and ambiance to a space with high ceilings and marble 
pillars. Without the greenery, the space would have a complete-
ly different feel.

-
ery venue and create a nice focal point or backdrop for guest 
photos. 

The staff at Viviano’s can expertly provide recommendations to 
warm up any type of venue and add the natural beauty  that will 
make your wedding the most memorable of occasions.

Hanging installments

CLUSTERS
OF NATURAL 
BEAUTY

INSTANT 
AMBIANCE

    he visual elements of any wedding 
come together to create the mood and 
theme of this very special day in a bride 
or groom’s life. Floral arrangements are 
one of the most important components  to 
manifesting an awe-inspiring ambiance.

Flowers have such magical appeal 
because they ignite at least three of the 
senses. Their delicate aroma can help a 
venue smell fresh and inviting. And it’s 
hard to deny the visual appeal and color 
of a stunning floral arrangement. There 
are hues, sizes, textures, and much 
more that can cater to any theme. In ad-
dition, flowers can add a texture to an 
event, with their beautiful natural layers 
of petals, leaves and accents. 

Flowers convey so much during wed-
dings that it’s important to make find-
ing a great florist a priority, according 
to the wedding resource The Knot. The 
following is a guide to understanding 
floral arrangements that may be includ-
ed in a wedding so that you can decide 
which ones you might want to include 
in your big day.

Bouquets, corsages and boutonnieres
The wedding party, bride, groom, and 

parents of the couple are visually set 
apart from others at the wedding ceremo-
ny by the special flowers on their attire, 
in their hands or at their seating areas, 
among other indicators. 

A boutonniere is a single bud pinned to 
the left side of a gentleman’s jacket. They 
can be enhanced with sprigs of greenery 
or other florals and even mementos im-
portant to the couple. Corsages are often 
attached to a dress, but are now more of-
ten worn on the wrist. Bouquets are ar-
rangements held in the hand. They can be 
a few flowers gathered together, or made 
of more extensive and exquisite displays 
of multiple blooms, accents and greenery. 
Bouquets may feature bare stems, or the 
flower stems may be bound and hidden 
beneath ribbon and fabric.

Some couples also have a small tossing 
bouquet made to use later in the day, so 
the bride can keep her original wedding 
bouquet. Flower petals for a flower girl to 
drop down the aisle also may also be part 
of the floral plan if youngsters are to be 
included in the wedding party.

Ceremony flowers
Floral arrangements are sometimes the 

first thing guests see at the wedding cer-
emony. Entryways, seats or pews may be 
adorned with flower sprays to draw atten-
tion to the aisle, known as aisle markers. 
These visual choices enhance the cere-
mony space and set the tone for the whole 
wedding to come. Potted or vase-encased 
flowers may also bookend the couple at 
the altar or be spread around that space. 
The sight of the church with a beautiful 
display of blooms will be in photographs 
for years to come so keep this in mind 
when planning.

Reception components
Flowers again truly shine during the 

reception. They’re one of the most focal 
decorating components in the reception  
space. Flowers often serve as centerpiec-
es, so the guest list and the number of ta-
bles will dictate how many centerpieces 
are required. These centerpieces can be 
elaborate or simply a few flowers in vases 
or bowls. Florists can customize the look 
depending on couples’ budgets. Some 
additional reception flowers can include 

installations on arches or on anything 
hanging like a floral backdrop for photo 
opportunities or to decorate large venues 
like barns or industrial spaces.

Tips and tricks
Couples should create a list of every-

where they would like to use flowers and 
present it, along with magazine clippings 
or planning boards, to show florists what 
they have in mind when shopping ser-
vices, according to Hummingbird Wed-
ding Advice. A 2021 survey from The 
Knot reported that the average cost for 
wedding flowers was $2,300. It’s import-
ant to share your budget so florists can 
present ideas that are in line with what 
couples can spend. 

Dont be shy about telling your florist 
what you are envisioning so they can cre-
ate something you’ll love. Many expen-
sive looks can be replicated with in-sea-
son flowers or less costly alternatives, so 
work with your florist when in doubt and 
they’ll use their skills and talents to en-
sure that your wedding is the garden of 
magnificence you have always dreamed 
it would be.

A bride and groom’s guide to wedding day floral arrangements

T
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Worship
    Service

Worship Sunday
at 10:00 am

Rev. Richard Yeager-Stiver
An Open & Affi rming Church

240 Chalfonte G.P. Farms
313-884-3075 • www.gpcong.org
WE HAVE AN ARTS MINISTRY

Grosse Pointe
Congregational

Church
(United Church of Christ )

SUNDAY
8:15 & 10:45 a.m. - Worship Service

9:30 a.m. - Bible Study
10:45 a.m. - Sunday School

MONDAY
7 p.m. - Worship Service

2nd & 4th Monday of the Month
WEDNESDAY
10 a.m. - Bible Study

Randy S. Boelter, Pastor
Making New Disciples-
Building Stronger Ones

Christ the King
Lutheran Church

and Preschool
Mack at Lochmoor • 884-5090

www.christthekinggp.org
15020 Hampton15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park, Grosse Pointe Park, 
Michigan 48230-1302Michigan 48230-1302

AAmbrosembrose
SSaintaint

CCatholic atholic CChurchhurch

MMassesasses
Saturday Vigil — 4:00 p.m.
Sunday — 8:30 and 11:15 a.m.
Tuesday — 8:30 a.m.Tuesday — 8:30 a.m.
Thursday — 7:00 p.m.Thursday — 7:00 p.m.
Friday — NoonFriday — Noon

(313) 822-2814 • stambrosechurch.net • facebook.com/stambroseparish
      Saturday Vigil is streamed online at 8:00 a.m. Sunday on our facebook page      

20475 Sunningdale Park 
313.884.4820           stmichaelsgpw.org

St. Michael’s Episcopal Church 
sharing the Light of Christ

Loving and serving our neighbors, 
helping where God calls us to help.

Easy Summer Sunday Worship at 10 AM, 
followed by cooling refreshments.

We look forward to welcoming you.

062923

Guardian Angels service 
dogs have been paired 
nationwide in more than 
13 years with zero sui-
cides among recipients.

“The divorce rate in the 
country is 47 percent,” 
Borden noted. “Add a 
disabled member of the 
military and that number 
goes up 90 percent. The 
divorce rate among our 
recipients is less than 3 
percent.

“Never did I think we 
would ever be able to 
make such an impact on 
people’s lives — on veter-
ans, their families, their 
communities.”

Borden shared briefl y 
about a recipient who 
had been homebound 25 
years and another who 
hadn’t left his bedroom 
in six months, “until they 
were able to find the 
courage to come to us,” 
she added. “Now they’re 
out in their communities 
every day.”

One such recipient — 
former U.S. Marine 
Bryan Carpenter — 
shared his own story, 
with service dog Fahrny 
by his side. He was quick 
to note the date, June 6 
— an important anniver-
sary for him.

“On June 6, 2006 … I 
was hit with a second 
roadside bomb in 
Fallujah, Iraq,” he said.

He woke up two and a 

half weeks later from a 
medically induced coma, 
then had to learn to walk 
and talk again. His long 
road to recovery included 
occupational, speech, 
physical and other thera-
pies.

“In 2008, I was medi-
cally discharged on dis-
ability,” Carpenter said. 
“I set off on my way to 
adapt to my new life as a 
highly damaged mortal.”

Carpenter set out and 
achieved successes in fi t-

ness and martial arts. He 
worked in security, 
became a fi refi ghter and 
published his fi rst book, 
“Never-Ending Battle 
After Iraq: A Marine’s 
Road to Recovery.” 

He credited his motiva-
tion and successes to his 
“baby,” a dog named 
Jade.

“Dogs just put you in a 
good mood, in a good 
mindset, which gener-
ates good energy,” he 
said. “There was nothing 

I couldn’t do without my 
dog by my side.

“… (But) in 2017, can-
cer killed my baby,” he 
continued. “My life 
s tar ted  crumbl ing. 
Success stopped happen-
ing.”

Carpenter faced fi nan-
cial disaster, pushed 
away those closest to him 
and became self-destruc-
tive. He received a call 
from Guardian Angels, 
but declined help.

“I could not replace my 
baby,” he recalled. “It 
wouldn’t be fair to me, to 
the service dog or to my 
baby if I replaced her.

“When you hit rock 
bottom, the only way to 
go is up,” he added. “Life 
kept hammering down 
on me and kept me at 
rock bottom.”

Guardian Angels was 
persistent and Carpenter 
eventually agreed to their 
offer: they would fl y him 

to Florida, put him up for 
10 days, introduce him to 
a service dog and train 
the pair together — all 
free of charge.

“I thought, I’ve got 
nothing left to lose,” he 
said. “That was the best 
decision of my life. From 
that first day (with 
Fahrny), I was back on 
top of that mountain, 
doing successful things 
again.”

In 2021, Carpenter trav-
eled to Austria to compete 
in a world martial arts 
tournament, bringing 
home two championship 
belts. He trains others in 
boxing, mixed martial 
arts and self-defense, and 
has started working on a 
second book.

The impact Fahrny has 
had on his life made it 
simple for Carpenter to 
urge CMM attendees to 
support Guardian Angels 
in one of three ways.

“If you know a veteran 
or know of a veteran or 
fi rst responder, and they 
are struggling and in dire 
need of help, please get 
in touch with Guardian 
Angels,” he said. “If you 
don’t know a veteran or 
first responder, please 
donate. It can be $1 or 
$100 million. Every 
penny is highly appreci-
ated by me and Guardian 
Angels and any future 
recipient. Or you can 
become a sponsor. … 
You’re essentially adopt-
ing a veteran or first 
responder who literally 
put everything on the line 
for us. You’ll wake up 
every morning knowing 
you are literally saving 
someone’s life.”

He left attendees with a 
fi nal thought: “The word 
‘dog’ is ‘god’ spelled 
backward for a reason. I 
thank God for Guardian 
Angels.”

CMM:
Continued from page 1B

CMM regular Matthew McMurray attended with his 
Guardian Angels service dog, Cobalt, who wore a 
white bow tie for the occasion.

Mary 
Lamparter 
and Elaine 
Taylor stand 
by Taylor’s 
painting of 
“Les Braves 
II,” which 
was auc-
tioned at the 
event.

PHOTOS BY 
RENEE LANDUYT

G r o s s e  P o i n t e 
Memorial Church, 16 
Lakeshore ,  Grosse 
Pointe Farms, presents 
its annual Summer 
Carillon Recital Series 
on four Tuesday eve-
nings in July. These 
recitals are played on the 
church’s carillon, a set of 
48 tower bells.

The concerts begin at 
6:30 p.m. with the fi rst 
program Tuesday, July 4.

Concert-goers are 
invited to listen from 
anywhere on or near the 
church campus. Some 
listeners bring a picnic 
dinner to enjoy during 
the music. Ice cream 
treats will be available 
for purchase from a 
Captain Kool Ice Cream 
Truck before the concert. 
The 45-minute concerts 
are family-friendly and 
are presented rain or 
shine.

The performers for the 
fi rst concert are the duo 
“Bel Ensemble,” featur-

ing Dina Verheyden and 
Richard De Waart, who 
perform patriotic music, 
as well as tunes by Adele, 
Taylor Swift, Billie Eilish 
and others.

Verheyden studied 
solo singing at Leuven 
University in Belgium, 
then graduated from the 
Royal Carillon School in 
Mechelen, where she 
now teaches. She also 
sings with professional 
vocal ensembles in 
Belgium. 

De Waart also studied 
carillon at the Royal 
Carillon School. Since 
2012, he has been the city 
carillonist in Rotterdam, 
The Netherlands, where 
he plays three carillons. 
He also plays accordion 
and arranges music for 
the bell foundry, Royal 
Eijsbouts. 

They are happily mar-
ried with three children 
who join them on their 
carillon tour in the U.S. 
this summer.

Free summer carillon concerts 
offered at GP Memorial Church

The Pear Tree Questers met in June at the home of member Sandy 
Magreta. The program, “Quilting thru the Ages,” was given by quilt-maker 
Jackie Swierk. The members examined antique quilts, as well as 1905 cigarette 
silks that were used in quilt making.
Speaker Jackie Swierk made a patriotic log cabin quilt that was donated in the 
Pear Tree Questers name to Miracle Quilts for Veterans, located in Oxford.
Pictured top row, from left, are Dorothy Bejin, Pam Barthel, Bernadette 
Lindquist, Janet Leze, Tina Olofsson and Joanne Niederoest. Seated, from left, 
are Sharon Lutz, Sandy Mageta, Jackie Swierk and Marcie Skiba.

Questers & quilts
COURTESY PHOTO
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18412 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe Farms

Kim Valice, Realtor
Sine & Monaghan REALTORS®

Kimpvalice@gmail.com
@kimperezvalice

Kim.searchmichiganhomesforsale.com

313-320-2544

GROSSE POINTE ANIMAL ADOPTION SOCIETY

Animals Available
for Adoption at

gpaas.org

MY RA 

Ope n Hou s e Eve ry Sat u rda yOpe n Hou s e Eve ry Sat u rda y
10: 00a m-12: 00pm fo r Dogs & Cat s10: 00a m-12: 00pm fo r Dogs & Cat s

K ittens
a re still

ava ila ble! 

 Meet

T RUDI
Female,

2 year old,
German 

Shepherd,
65 lbs. Female, 10 week old,Female, 10 week old,

Shorthair, White with Gray Tabby.Shorthair, White with Gray Tabby.

Subscribing
is easy. 

Call 313.343.5578
or visit 

grossepointenews.com

It’s what’s most important to you, to your kids, to your family.
It’s easy to stay on top of what is happening around you with the

$4 50 Annual subscription, 
delivered weekly with 
24/7 online access

Your Neighborhood

20542 Harper
(Lennon and Harper)

(313) 884-1551
www.gpaas.org

What kind of art is in 
an exhibition themed 
“Follow the Thread?”

The answer hangs on 
the walls of the Grosse 
P o i n t e  A r t i s t 
Association gallery at 
The War Memorial and 
it is complex. 

Juror  Ann Del is i 
combed through more 
than 80 entries to deter-
mine which ones to 
include in the show. 

“This was hard work,” 
she told the artists 
when they got together 
to discuss the exhibi-
tion.

During the discus-
sion, Delisi explored 
more deeply the stories 
the artists had to tell. 
During her 40 years as 
a radio host, she has 
developed an ability to 
ask probing questions. 
Currently she hosts 
“Essential Music and 
Essential Cooking” on 
Detroit’s NPR station, 
WDET.

Artist Laura Reed 
talked about her gut-
wrenching relationship 
with a street person in 
the Cass Corridor, when 
Delisi  asked about 
“Rhonda’s Nitetown,” 
Reed’s oil painting that 

won best of show.
L iz  DeVree  to ld 

another very personal 
story in her “Gone But 
Not.” Using fabric and 
thread, she captured 
the energy that remains 
when loved ones die. 

“The gold thread rep-
resents  Tom,”  she 
e x p l a i n e d ,  “ m y 
deceased husband.”

In her bronze sculp-
ture, “Blue Sky,” Laura 
Teste imagined a per-
son named Dawn, who 
cuts the ropes of limita-
tions and casts her lasso 
into the future to see 
what the horizon yields. 
“Blue Sky” won honor-
able mention.

Using oils and acryl-
ics,  Al Sonnenberg 
shared his grandfa-
therly insights in “The 
Shallows,” which he 
described as a “meta-
phor for the crucial 
years between adoles-
cence and self-identity 
and adulthood.”

Those interested can 
preview “Follow the 
Thread” on the Grosse 
P o i n t e  A r t i s t s 
Association website, 
grossepointeartcenter.
org.

Because art is always 

more impactful when 
viewed in person, visi-
tors may drop by the 
gallery 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Mondays, Tuesdays, 
W e d n e s d a y s  a n d 
Fridays; 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Thursdays; and 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Saturdays, 
through July 21.

While visiting, guests 
are invited to take in 
the needlework/embroi-
dery show in the guest 
gallery sponsored by 
Knotted Needle.

‘Follow the Thread’ takes many turns

A S K  T H E  E X P E R T S  By Maura K. McKeever

If you have a child celebrating high 
school graduation, now is the time to 
prepare them for life after leaving the 
nest. Once your child turns 18, they 
become a legal adult and specifi c areas 
of their lives that once were under your 
control will solely be their responsibil-
ity. 

For instance, if your child is in a 
severe car accident and requires hospi-
talization, you will no longer have 
automatic authority to make decisions 
about his or her medical treatment or 
handle his or her fi nancial matters. In 
fact, without legal documentation, you 
can’t access your child’s medical 
records or bank accounts without a 
court order. 

To ensure you can help your child in 
an emergency without an expensive 
and unnecessary court process, before 
your kids move out or head off to col-
lege, have them sign the following four 
documents: 

HIPAA authorization 
Once your child becomes 18, no one 

— not even parents — is legally autho-
rized to access his or her medical 
records without prior written permis-
sion. A Health Insurance Portability 
and Accountability Act (HIPAA) autho-
rization allows you to access their med-
ical records. 

Medical Power of Attorney 
A medical power of attorney allows 

your child to grant you the immediate 
legal authority to make healthcare 
decisions on their behalf if they become 
incapacitated and cannot make deci-
sions. 

Living Will 
A living will states your child’s pref-

erences regarding medical care, includ-
ing end-of-life matters. 

Durable Financial Power of 
Attorney 

A durable fi nancial power of attor-
ney allows you to manage your child’s 
fi nancial and legal matters, such as 
paying tuition, applying for student 
loans and paying rent.  

Initiating this process with your kids 
is an essential step in adulthood and 
will give all of you peace of mind that 
if your child ever needs your help, 
you’ll have the legal authority to pro-
vide it.

Maura K. McKeever is a local estate 
planning attorney, Personal Family 
Lawyer and founder of Trinity Estate 
Planning PLLC. For more information, 
contact her at (313) 575-3521 or maura@
trinityestateplanning.com or visit trinity
estateplanning.com. 

The Family Center provides free pro-
grams and resources that empower fam-
ilies to successfully navigate life’s social, 
emotional and physical challenges. 
Learn more at familycenterweb.org.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF KAREN POPE

Alfred Sonnenberg’s “The Shallows.”

Laura Reed’s “Rhonda’s Nitetown” won best of show.

Laura Teste’s “Blue Sky.”

Liz DeVree’s “Gone But Not.”

4 essential legal docs 
for high school grads
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Grosse Pointe GabbyGrosse Pointe Gabby
The Pulse Of The PointesThe Pulse Of The Pointes

Dear Gabby: My daugh-
ter always wants to play 
Barbies and dolls and I 
HATE it.  I love her so 
much and here I am count-
ing the minutes until I can 
go do something else.  
Should I continue to pre-
tend I’m not miserable or 
suggest something else 
(which she won’t want to 
do)?  Help!  Is something 
wrong with me?

— Barbied out in the 
Farms

Dear Barbied Out,
In this column, I often 

refer to my own daugh-
ters, and there has never 
been a more fi tting occa-
sion to do so than in 
response to this ques-
tion.

I suspect many other 
parents are reading this 
and reminiscing about 
the countless games of 
Candyland,  Legos , 

Barbies, Polly Pockets, 
and more. The main 
point here is not to berate 
yourself for hating 
Barb ies ;  you  a re 
undoubtedly not alone in 
that particular dislike.

What truly matters is 
not the specifi c toy you 
play with, but rather the 
act of play itself. There 
are a couple of essential 
reasons why you should 
engage in play as fre-
quently as possible.

At this age, a child’s 
brain is rapidly develop-
ing, and imaginative play 
is crucial for establishing 
neuronal connections. 
Moreover, it helps chil-
dren develop problem-
solving skills and build 
healthy relationships.

This is where some of 
the most impactful inter-
actions with your child 
can take place. By using 
Barbie (or Ken) as a tool, 
you can model behaviors 

that will serve your child 
well in the years to come. 
Encourage assertive-
ness, cooperation, active 
listening, compassion, 
critical thinking, and, 
equally important, the 
ability to relax and have 
fun.

If you want to take the 
impact of play to the next 
level, consider inviting 
your daughter to engage 
in activities that you also 
enjoy — anything goes! 
This not only allows you 
to have fun with some-
thing that suits your taste 
but also teaches your 
child the value of give 
and take — a meta les-
son, if you will. 

An added twist is that 
it helps you practice 
patience and fi nd aspects 
of the activity that you 
genuinely appreciate. 
Seek out opportunities to 
make the playtime more 
interesting or innovative.

Now, here’s the good 
news and the bad news—
this stage won’t last for-
ever.

I’ve mentioned before 
that time flies by so 
quickly that one day 
you’ll wake up, and your 
child will be in high 
school or college. You’ll 
inevitably feel a sense of 
nostalgia for the Barbie 
years. However, in the 
meantime, think about 
the things you’ve been 
eager to share with your 
child, the wisdom you 
want to impart. Use your 
creativity to incorporate 
those elements into 
Barbie’s next happy 
hangout.

So it’s not about Barbie 
herself, but rather the act 
of play and the opportu-
nities it provides for 
bonding, learning, and 
growth. Embrace the 
magic of Barbie play and 
create cherished memo-

ries that will endure long 
after the dolls are put 
away.

— Lynn Walsh
Lynn Walsh is an LLP 

Clinical Psychologist who 
has been in practice for 
over 15 years and sees 
patients at her office in 
Grosse Pointe at 377 Fisher 
Rd. suite C3 through tele-
health and the Family 
Center. She can be con-

tacted at 313-779-3089 or 
lynnwalshllp@gmail.com. 
S h e  s p e c i a l i z e s  i n 
Emotionally Focused 
Therapy for couples, ado-
lescents and teens, adult 
psychotherapy and LGBTQ 
issues.

We love problem-solving 
and giving advice! Please 
send us your questions & 
problems to advice@grosse
pointenews.com.

DEAR ANNIE: I love 
the gym. It has really 
helped me gain confi-

dence and strength. I 
have been going to the 
same gym in our small 

town for roughly 10 
years. I know all the peo-
ple there and enjoy my 
time there —until lately.

There is a woman who 
just started going to the 
gym who is toxic. She 
really hurt a dear friend 
of mine, whose child 
was in the same class as 
her child, by spreading 
vicious rumors that she 
was having an affair 
with a tennis instructor. 
This was not true. She is 
the typical mean girl 

from middle school who 
we all choose to forget 
— the girl who never 
grew up.

Aside from comforting 
my hurt friend, I never 
came into contact with 
this woman until she 
joined my gym. Now I 
have to see her daily, and 
it bothers me.

It seems like every 
time I sign up for a class, 
she is also in the same 
class. — TOOK AWAY 
MY HAPPY PLACE

DEAR TOOK AWAY: 
Don’t let her take away 
your happy place. So 
long as she does not try 
to engage you in conver-
sation, just ignore her.

The gym is a big 
place with lots of peo-
ple, so don’t let one 
bad apple spoil the 
bunch. Focus on your 
exercises and on the 
kind people, the friends 
you have made at the 
gym over the years, 
and you won’t have 

time to focus on her 
negativity.

If you consciously 
choose to focus your 
attention on all the won-
derful people and experi-
ences you have at the 
moment, she will become 
like white noise in the 
background, and you 
won’t even notice her.

Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com. COPYRIGHT 
2023 CREATORS.COM.

Barbie dolls make good tools

Dear Annie
by Annie Lane

Grosse Pointe Historical Society Fundraiser
Photo story by Renee Landuyt

Guests of the gala were invited to wear vintage, pe-
riod-correct clothing. Among those who did were, 
from left, Beatrice Falls, Tim Falls and Jessica Falls.

Rebecca Dral 
entertained 
event-goers 
with a can-can 
dance.

Penny Pesta and her daughter, Grosse Pointe 
Historical Society President Leslie Wagner, were 
all smiles at the gala.

Alexa de Bary and her husband, Marc de Bary, pose 
with gala hostess Mireille de Bary Wilkinson. Marc 
de Bary is Wilkinson’s nephew.

Mary and Patrick Mansfi eld of Woodland Place 
hosted an outdoor VIP reception prior to the main 
event, “La Belle Epoque,” which took place next 
door at the Wilkinson home.

Recent Grosse Pointe transplants Douglas Horst, 
daughter Alexandra Horst and wife Lawrie Horst, 
attended their fi rst gala.

Grosse Pointe Historical Society Past President Pat 
O’Brien chats with Historical Society board mem-
ber Barney Nowicki, who dressed in vintage cloth-
ing for the occasion.

From left, The Helm Executive Director Krista 
Siddall chatted with Lisa Gandelot and Mary 
Lamparter.

Drama at the Gym
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by Anna Lizer

5 Out Of 5

Lately I have been 
intrigued with the home 
scent diffusers that make 
your house magically 
smell like a fi ve-star hotel. 
I mean, who wouldn’t 
want that? The problem is 
the diffusers and machines 

that are touted online are 
upwards of $250.

Since home fragrance 
isn’t something I could 
convince my husband is a 
“need,” that was a no-go. 
However, I turned this 
into a little project. Could 

I fi nd the same or similar 
result in a much less 
expensive way? 

I took to the internet to 
find something just as 
good. After coming across 
many, many contraptions 
and poring over reviews, I 
decided on an Amazon 
Basics 500 ml Ultrasonic 
Aromatherapy Essential 
Oil Diffuser for $22.

What I needed next — 
and most importantly — 
was a scent that captured 
the luxury hotel vibe. This 
is key, because the last 
thing I wanted was a 
cheap, gross-smelling 
aroma being diffused all 
over my house.

After careful consider-
ation and a lot of research, 
I settled on the Sesnelabs 
Santal Diffuser Oil. It has 
more than 6,500 4.5-star 
reviews, so I fi gured it was 
a safe bet. Because I was 
hesitant, I ordered the 
smallest one possible at 
0.33 fl uid ounces for $19.99.

I anxiously awaited 
delivery and was excited 
that it arrived in one day. 

I quickly unboxed and 
fi lled up the diffuser and 
poof! It  immediately 
started sending out a 
heavenly scent.

Wafts of gently fl oating 
steam continuously fl owed 
and the smell was actually 
incredible. I kept wanting 
to get right next to it and 
inhale deeply — I was 
obsessed.

I toyed around with the 
light feature, too; there 
are about seven different 
colors you can choose. I 
am not a fan of the light, 
so I usually keep it off or 
on the most natural-look-
ing color: a whitish, almost 
blue look.

I am definitely giving 
this We Tried It a perfect 
score. It’s easy, smells 
amazing, the tiny bottle of 
diffuser oil lasts a long 
time (use it sparingly!) 
and it makes me feel 
proud of my home — and 
also of my bargain-fi nding 
skills.

For $42 total, rather 
than $250, this is one of 
the best hacks I’ve come 

up with so far. 

We LOVE testing out 
new things! Tell us about 
your favorite item or 
something you want us 
to try for you! Drop us a 

line at media@grossepoin-
tenews.com.

Mombeau is on vaca-
tion this week, taking a 
well-deserved break, so 
we are jumping in with 
our staff-favorite, patri-
otic Americana cake.

This can be made in 
minutes, and the ingredi-
ents are available any-
where from a Rite Aid to 
a Kroger.

Who doesn’t love the 
fl avor combination in all 
of this delicious good-
ness? And the red, white 
and blue are an auto-
matic hit at any Fourth of 
July party. God bless 
America and may you all 
have  a  wonderful 
Independence Day.

Ice Cream Flag Cake

2 boxes of ice cream 
sandwiches

2-3 containers of Cool 
Whip

Container of strawber-
ries or raspberries

Container of blueber-
ries

Find a nice 9” x 13” 
baking dish. Line the 
entire bottom with ice 
cream sandwiches , 
then cover with a gen-
erous layer of Cool 
Whip (take it out of the 
freezer for 20 minutes 
so it’s softened and eas-
ier to spread).Repeat 
one more time.

Decorate with your 
favorite fruit in a stars 
and stripes pattern. 
Cover with parchment 
and freeze until it’s 
time to serve. PHOTO BY ANNE GRYZENIA

Tossing steaks on the 
coals is the ultimate 
goal of the summer day 
or weekend cookout. 
But choosing the wines, 
though it seems simple 
(dark  red  for  the 
steak), entails a num-
ber of side issues.

Like side dishes.
No one eats just steak 

at these parties. The patio 
shindig starts with chips 
and dips, continues with 
nuts and crackers and 
cheese, and olives, and 
finger foods, and brus-
chetta and lahvosh sand-
wiches, hummus, and 
cole slaw, cherry toma-
toes, broccoli and carrots, 
and caviar and sausages, 
and I haven’t even men-
tioned my ex-mother-in-
law’s pickled onions.

So, let’s see. The wine. 
Right. Uh.

Wait. Beer! Sure, that’s 
the ticket. Oh, but not 
that domestic stuff that 
has all the fl avor of well 
water. Best bets might be 
Pilsner Urquell,  or 
Samuel Smith’s India 
Pale Ale, or a truly eso-
teric favorite, such as 
Duvel Belgian Ale.

Since I live in northern 
California, I can easily get 
the best beer in America, 
Damnation from Russian 
River Brewing Co. But if 
you are in Sarasota or 
Memphis, well, I’m sorry. 
Really I am. I am not 
gloating. Promise. But at 

least the brewery will ship 
to California residents.

Vinny Cilurzo, the brew 
master, is also now bottling 
his fabulous Blind Pig IPA; 
his Pliny the Elder, a hugely 
hoppy brew, and 
Redemption, a blonde, 
lower-alcohol version of 
Damnation. To get details, 
send an e-mail to Info@
RussianRiverBrewing.com.

I love to write about 
beer. But since I am not 
an expert in the subject, 
there are those who  
might see me as a 
poacher. But when the 
side dishes are so eclec-
tic and distinct, a varied 
selection of brews is a 

fascinating experience. 
Some years ago, a 

friend threw a July 4 

party and to do it right, 
he bought trash cans, 
each fi lled with a differ-
ent style of beer, covered 
bottles and cans with ice, 
and then labeled the lids. 
One had Mexican beers 
(my favor i te  was 
Bohemia). Another was 
called American Craft 
Brews (I loved Sierra 
Nevada and Anchor 
Steam’s Liberty Ale), 
another was British, and 
there were cans for ales 
and “rare.” 

Included in the latter 
can was the very pale 
Tusker from Kenya; 
Fischer from the Alsace 
in France (then unfil-

tered, now, alas, fil-
tered); and Oranjeboom, 
a light Pilsner from 

Holland.
More recently we vis-

ited the brewhouse at 
Guinness in Dublin, 
where a guide told us 
there was no difference 
in taste between what we 
had there and what we 
got in cans and bottles in 
the United States. Hard 
to believe that one.

OK, you started read-
ing this for wine ideas, 
and there are still people 

who’ll want wine with 
their grilled foods. So 
here one idea: pink.

Most grilled foods rep-
resent casual dining, and 

as such you should seek 
a dry or off-dry rosé for 
the occasion. There are 
literally dozens of wines 
in this category, many 
from Spain and the south 
of France, but California 
also does a wide variety 
of pink wines.

And the nice thing is 
that almost everything is 
under $20 and most 
closer to $10.

Among the best bets 
are 2007 wines from 
Bonterra, Little Black 
Dress, Iron Horse (one 
from Pinot Noir, another 
f rom Sang iovese) , 
Navarro (tasting room 

only; 800-537-9463), 
C a r o l  S h e l t o n 
Rendezvous rosé, J. 
Pedroncelli Zinfandel 
rosé and the Grenache 
rosé from Beckmen in 
central California.

One fi nal beer sugges-
tion: Never consume a 
fi ne beer from the con-
tainer in which it came. 
My suggestion is a tradi-
tional tulip-shaped wine 
glass, to allow the beer to 
breathe and open up.

Also, served too cold 
and the brew becomes 
mute. Cool is better than 
ice cold.

Wine of the Week:
2 2 0 0 7  Y a n g a r r a 

Grenache Shiraz Rose, 
McLaren Vale ($15): 
Bright strawberry aroma 
with traces of pepper and 
spice and a soft fi nish. 
Served well chilled this 
Australia pink wine will 
work with a wide variety 
of dishes. 

To To find out more 
about Sonoma County 
resident Dan Berger, 
v i s i t  the  Creators 
Syndicate webpage at 
www.creators.com. 

COPYRIGHT 2023 
CREATORS.COM.

Wine  Talk
by Dan Bergerby Dan Berger

Best
BURGERS IN TOWN!BURGERS IN TOWN!

CALL for CARRY-OUTCALL for CARRY-OUT
18666 Mack Ave., Grosse Pointe Farms

313-881-5675
062923

SEE 
MENU

yKennedy’s

EST. 
1980

Try Our FamousTry Our Famous
Corned BeefCorned Beef

SandwichSandwich

Check us out onCheck us out on
Doordash, Grubhub Doordash, Grubhub 

and UberEatsand UberEats

BEST
BEST

of the

20        22

Heather’s Famous

SLOPPY JOESSLOPPY JOES
Tuesdays & Wednesdays

Homemade
Hand-Dipped

 ONION RINGSONION RINGS
& MUSHROOMS& MUSHROOMS

Grobbel’s Corned Beef

‘Wine’ with grilled foods

When Mombeau is away
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Fishing Classic activity 
continues into its final week

FRESH 
FUN 
EVERY 
WEEK

Inshore Fishing ClassicInshore Fishing Classic
20232023

FISHING CONTEST

By Donna Zetterlund
Special Writer 

The fish are still biting in plenty for the partici-
pants of the Grosse Pointe News Inshore Fishing 
Classic. This week’s winners faced some ups and 
downs weather-wise, but that didn’t stop them 
from reeling in some really great fish. Today is the 
final day to throw your hooks in the water in hope 
of landing one of the big prizes. You can win $50 
per fish category in the 12-and-under division ad 
age 13-18 division, plus $100 for the largest fish 
of the week. 

In the adult division (age 19+), winners get $25 
per fish category plus $50 for the largest fish of the 
week. Cash prizes are courtesy of Charles Schwab 
Grosse Pointe. 

All participants are eligible each week for a raf-
fle drawing. Winners take home incredible prizes 
donated by Fishbones, Lakeside Fishing, Whis-

tle Stop Hobby & Toy plus a high-tech electron-
ics prize from an anonymous donor. The Grosse 
Pointe News is extremely grateful to these local 
sponsors for making this contest possible. It takes 
a community to make great things happen and 
Grosse Pointe is fortunate to have great people 
who are willing to step forward to promote family 
fun on our beautiful lakes and rivers.

The kids’ division winners this week braved 
the weather to catch bass, muskie and pike. Sam 
Wakefield won the bass category and Reid McGu-
ckin scored both the pike and muskie prizes. 

In the B Division, Sam Andris walked away a 
winner with his 13” bass and Joe Miller got the Di-
vision C prize for his 20” smallmouth bass. Great 
fishing skills all around!

If you haven’t had time to hit the docks yet, you 
have until the end of today, June 29, to make it 
happen. You’ll surely walk away with fond memo-
ries that are the biggest prize of all.

I did it!
Victoria Whittingham, age 6, of 
Grosse Pointe Farms, enjoys the 
sweet feeling of success as she 
displays her great catch, a 14.5” 
smallmouth bass, reeled in at 
Pier Park. 

At right, 12-year-old Reid McGu-
ckin’s 15” pike was a winner this 
week, caught at Farms Park. 

WINNER’S CIRCLE 
WEEK 4

Sponsored by:

Lakeside Fishing Shop
25110 Jefferson Avenue/10 Mile Road
St. Clair Shores  • (586) 777-7003

FISH TIPS
by Lakeside

Fishing Shop

See schwab.com/pricing for additional information. 

© 2023 Charles Schwab & Co., Inc. (“Schwab”) Member SIPC. 
All rights reserved. (1120-0JP6) SCH11020-55 (05/23)

Get started at 
schwab.com/GrossePointe

Full service. Low costs.
No tradeoffs.

Jackie Piper
Financial Consultant

Kyle Hecht
Branch Leader

Grosse Pointe Branch
20879 Mack Ave., Unit #5
Grosse Pointe, MI 48236
313-743-0433

052523
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report: Call (586) 777-7008

THIS WEEK’S TIP:
Largemouth and smallmouth bass are 
biting all around Lake St. Clair. Stop in 
for all the bait and lures you need to 
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Inshore Fishing Classic
2023

FISHIN’ AROUND THE POINTES

WINNER’S CIRCLE WINNER’S CIRCLE 
WEEK 4WEEK 4

DIVISION A WINNERS (age 12 and under)
BASS Sam Wakefield, 12, caught a winning 18” bass in GPS
MUSKIE Reid McGuckin got the winning 15” muskie in GPF
PIKE Reid McGuckin also landed the winning 15” pike in GPF
WALLEYE N/A

DIVISION B WINNERS (age 13-19)
BASS Sam Andris, 13, caught the winning 13” smallmouth bass 
MUSKIE N/A
PIKE N/A
WALLEYE N/A

DIVISION C WINNERS (ADULT, age 19+)
BASS Joseph Miller caught the winning 20” bass in GPP
MUSKIE N/A
PIKE N/A
WALLEYE N/A

RAFFLE WINNERS 
$100 Fishbones gift card - John Leverenz
$25 Lakeside Fishing gift card - Jake Wittwer
$25 Lakeside Fishing gift card - Kate Andris
Electronics prize - Ashley Andris

Ashley Andris, 11, above right, of Grosse Pointe Park, gets some help 
displaying her day’s catch, a 12” smallmouth bass caught at Pier Park.

COURTESY PHOTOS

A SAMPLING OF THIS WEEK’S INCREDIBLE CATCHES:

Sam Wakefield, 12, from Grosse Pointe Shores, landed a big 
18-incher. The hefty largemouth bass was caught in the Shores.

John Weglarz, of Grosse Pointe, reeled in a great 15.5” smallmouth 
bass off the dock at City Park.

Joe Miller’s huge 20” smallmouth bass was landed at Windmill 
Pointe Park. Miller, of Grosse Pointe Park, is a seasoned fisherman.

Daniel Shanle, age 13, of Grosse Pointe Shores caught a 12.6” 
largemouth bass, above, in the Shores.

Kate Andris, 11, of Grosse Pointe Park 
caught a whopper of her own. Kate’s 14” 
smallmouth bass is one for the books!

Sam Andris, 13, of Grosse Pointe Park used 
his day at Pier Park to nab this impressive 13” 
smallmouth bass. Great job, Sam!

Allan Morton, of Grosse Pointe Farms used 
his fishing skills to catch a huge 17” small-
mouth at Farms Pier.
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By Donna Zetterlund
Special Writer

In many ways the Detroit River was 
the backbone of development for both 
Detroit, Michigan and Windsor, Ontar-
io, Canada. Europeans first navigated 
the river in the 17th century and Dutch 
colonists who settled in New Amster-
dam (now Manhattan Island, New 
York) traded for fur with Iroquois native 
Americans, using the river as a main 
thoroughfare for water travel. 

As fur trading increased, settlers from 
Europe expanded new settlements to 

the west, turning forests into home-
steads.

On July 23, 1701, French explorer 
Cadillac sailed the river to establish De-
troit (first called Fort Pontchartrain du 
Detroit) and French settlers named the 
river, Riviere Detroit, meaning “river of 
the strait.” Factoid of the day: Detroit is 
French for “strait.”

Flowing from Lake St. Clair to Lake 
Erie, the river is a mere 0.5-2.5 miles wide 
and 53 feet deep at its maximum.

Its jurisdiction is split between Can-
ada and the U.S., with the upper por-
tion under Essex County, Ontario rule 

and the lower under the jurisdiction of 
Wayne County, Michigan. It serves as a 
major boundary line between countries, 
giving it international significance.

It contains 31 individual islands, the 
largest being Grosse Ile, but there is 
more treasure in its waters than just 
islands. In 2001, a bronze statue went 
missing from the Grosse Pointe War Me-
morial. The statue was not found until 
2009 during a diving exercise by local 
police. It was a welcome surprise and 
returned to the War Memorial.

The River has also given back a De-
Lorean automobile, cannons from the 

1700s and myriad lost anchors.
As far as its appeal to fishermen over 

the years, the Detroit River has long 
been known as a great place to land a 
variety of species. Bass, perch, pike, 
walleye, muskie and catfish have all 
found their way onto many a happy lo-
cal angler’s hooks.

Offering a beautiful view from down-
town Detroit as well as Windsor, the 
Detroit River is a landmark with rich 
historical value, a needed waterway for 
commerce and a rolling blue playround 
for Detroiters and Grosse Pointers alike.

—————————

MANY THANKS TO OUR 
GENEROUS SPONSORS

Lakeside 
Fishing

G R O S S E  P O I N T E

It takes a community to pull off a major 
event like the Fishing Classic. That’s why 
we are so very grateful for our sponsor part-

bring this event to the Pointes each year, 
and provide an opportunity for some fami-
ly-friendly fun, a chance to enjoy our beauti-
ful neighborhood lakes and rivers, and have 
a little good-natured competition.

Join us in thanking our wonderful spon-
sors, who have so generously underwritten 
the contest and provided amazing prizes for 

We are happy to be a part of this great 
community of kind and engaged businesses.

Now, let’s GO FISH — and bring back 

Detroit River: History and great fishing

Detroit’s Belle Isle is one of the 31 islands scattered across the Detroit River, mostly on the American side.

YOUR HOME FOR THE ‘SUMMER OF FISHING’ AND MANYYOUR HOME FOR THE ‘SUMMER OF FISHING’ AND MANY
OTHER  LOCAL SPORTS AND ACTIVITIES.OTHER  LOCAL SPORTS AND ACTIVITIES.

YOUR WEEKLY SUBSCRIPTION GUARANTEES YOU’LL YOUR WEEKLY SUBSCRIPTION GUARANTEES YOU’LL 
GET ALL THE LATEST INFORMATION ON GROSSE POINTE GET ALL THE LATEST INFORMATION ON GROSSE POINTE 
HAPPENINGS, DELIVERED RIGHT TO YOUR DOORSTEP.HAPPENINGS, DELIVERED RIGHT TO YOUR DOORSTEP.

By Anne Gryzenia 
Publisher

On your mark, get set, fish! Our 
fun yearly contest starts today, May 
25, and runs until Thursday, June 29. 
Each week, there are several catego-
ries offering the chance to win cash 
prizes. Divisions are based on age, 
and fish are based on length only 
for bass (combined small and large-
mouth), pike, muskie and walleye. 
This year we have even more excit-
ing prizes, including gift certificates 
from Fishbones, Whistle Stop and 
Lakeside Fishing Shop, electronics 
and more. Be sure to enter no matter 
the size of your fish — everyone who 
submits a fish is eligible to win great 
prizes via random drawing.

A huge thank you and shout out 
to our community sponsors who 
make these fun and special events 
possible. Without the engaged and 
generous businesses around town, 
life would be a lot less fun. Be sure 
to consider this when shopping for 
goods and services.

This year, our premier sponsor 
is our local Charles Schwab office, 
which offers personalized full-ser-
vice financial consulting and invest

Schwab’s Grosse Pointe Indepen-
dent Branch. “We’re honored to be 
the premier sponsor of this special 
local event At our Charles Schwab

about working 1:1 with our clients 
to help them achieve their financial 
goals. We’re delighted to be active 
members of the Grosse Pointe com-
munity and look forward to building 
connections that go well beyond our 
branch.” 

Fishbones, who has been a spon-
sor since the contest’s inception, is 
once again offering amazing week-
ly gift cards. Have you been to their 
outdoor patio yet this year? It’s the 
perfect place to enjoy a meal with 
friends, family and fresh air.  

Be sure to pick up all of your fish-
ing gear, bait and tackle at Lakeside 
Fishing Shop, which provides our 
fishing reports, gift cards, and rod and 
reel combos that two lucky winners 
will receive. And last but certainly 
not least, Whistle Stop Hobby & Toy, 
who have donated $25 gift cards for 
a few lucky winners. And new this 
year from an anonymous donor who 
LOVES fishing, we have electronic 
prizes the kids will be sure to love, in-
cluding a bluetooth speaker ($150 val-
ue), a PC gaming mouse ($129 value), 
Wireless mouse ($30 value), Bluetooth 
keyboard ($50 value) and Yeti micro-
phone ($129 value).

The nitty gritty: Subscribing to the

N !Inshore Fishing ClassicInshore Fishing Classic
20232023IT’S

OH,OH,

Annual Grosse Pointe News Inshore 
Fishing Classic kicks off this week

FISHING CONTEST

2023 Grosse Pointe News 
Inshore Fishing Classic

Who: You! Age categories: 
DIVISION A - Age 12 and under,
DIVISION B - Ages 13-18
DIVISION C - Adults, age 19+

What: 3rd Annual Grosse Pointe 
News Onshore Fishing Classic

Where: Anywhere in the Grosse 
Pointes and surrounding areas on 
land only (no boats)

When: May 25 - June 29, 2023

Why: Great prizes, fresh air and 
good times in the Pointes.

Prizes: $50 per fish category for 
the 12 and under and ages 13-18 divi-
sions, plus $100 for the largest fish of 
the week. 

$25 per fish category for the adult, 
age 19+ division, plus $50 for the 
largest fish of the week for adult, age

A couple of our 2022 partic-
ipants show off their prize 
catches: Top, Alex Blyth, of 
Grosse Pointe, caught a 24” 
pike in the Division B contest. 
Above, Henry Logan with his 
impressive 16” smallmouth. 

COURTESY PHOTOS

To subscribe,To subscribe,
call (313) 882-6900call (313) 882-6900
or visit our website ator visit our website at
grossepointenews.com/subscribegrossepointenews.com/subscribe

Inshore Fishing ClassicInshore Fishing Classic
20232023

ADOBE/DUNCAN’S PHOTOGRAPHY

SOURCES: Britannica.com/Wikipedia
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Anglers...Let’s do it again!
Time to ready your rods and reels for the 

3rd ANNUAL GROSSE POINTE NEWS
 INSHORE FISHING CLASSIC

May 25th to June 29th 
Winners announced every week for each division

1. Bass (smallmouth and largemouth combined)
2. Muskie 3. Walleye 4. Pike

!

CCOONNTTEESSTT RRUULLEESS::

2023 PRIZES 

  

ALLIGN WITH 19.5’ MARK 
AND TAPE TOGETHER

FISH
NN !!Inshore Fishing ClassicInshore Fishing Classic

20232023

Lakeside Fishing

WHISTLE STOP HOBBY & TOYG R O S S E  P O I N T E

SpSpSpSpononononsosososorerereredddd d bybybyby 

CH
AR

LE
S 

SC
HW

AB
 G

RO
SS

E 
PO

IN
TE

 • 
GR

O
SS

E 
PO

IN
TE

 N
EW

S 
•F

IS
HB

O
NE

S 
•L

AK
ES

ID
E 

FI
SH

IN
G 

• C
HO

C
WW

O
LA

TE
 B

AR
 C

AF
E 

• W
HI

ST
LE

 S
TO

P 
HO

BB
Y 

& 
TO

Y
•

Y
CH

AR
LE

S 
SC

HW
AB

 G
RO

SS
E 

PO
IN

TE

CH
AR

LE
S 

SC
HW

AB
 G

RO
SS

E 
PO

IN
TE

 • 
GR

O
SS

E 
PO

IN
TE

 N
EW

S 
•F

IS
HB

O
NE

S 
•L

AK
ES

ID
E 

FI
SH

IN
G 

• C
HO

C
WW

O
LA

TE
 B

AR
 C

AF
E 

• W
HI

ST
LE

 S
TO

P 
HO

BB
Y 

& 
TO

Y 
• C

HA
RL

ES
 S

CH
W

AB
 G

RO
SS

E 
PO

IN
TE

YOUR HOME FOR THE ‘SUMMER OF FISHING’ AND MANY
OTHER  LOCAL SPORTS AND ACTIVITIES.

YOUR WEEKLY SUBSCRIPTION GUARANTEES YOU’LL 
GET ALL THE LATEST INFORMATION ON GROSSE POINTE 
HAPPENINGS, DELIVERED RIGHT TO YOUR DOORSTEP.

To subscribe,
call (313) 882-6900
or visit our website at
grossepointenews.com/subscribe

Inshore Fishing Classic
2023
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MOVIE REVIEW
“One Chance”

2013 - Rated PG-13
1 hr 43 min
★★★★✩

What do you get 
when you take a classic 
underdog-makes-good 
story,  add a sweet 
romance, spice it up 
with some beautiful 
arias, and throw in a 
large helping of Venice, 
Italy? You simply have 
a wonderful, feel-good 
movie that you’ll tell all 
your friends about. 

“One Chance” is the 
true story of Paul Potts 
(James Corden), a tal-
ented yet shy young 
man who overcame the 
o d d s  t o  w i n  t h e 
“Britain’s Got Talent” 
contest a few years 
ago. Note: This isn’t 
really a spoiler since 
just about every review 
you’ll see mentions the 
o u t c o m e .  W h a t ’ s 
important isn’t  the 
remarkable ending, but 
the journey he took to 
get there. 

Potts grew up in a 

small town in Wales. 
As a young kid he was 
fascinated by opera. 
He was also a shy, 
chubby boy who was 
constantly bullied by 
his classmates.

It was this bullying 
that held him back, and 
it continued even into 
adulthood. Potts strug-
gled with this harass-
m e n t  a n d  i t  w a s 
something he had to 
overcome to pursue 
and attain his dream —
to sing classical music 
on the world stage. 

In addition to the 
maltreatment by his 
peers, he had a father 
who was, shall we say, 
less than supportive. 
His dad Roland, is 
played by Colm Meany, 
and he is truly a meanie 
in this movie!

He tells his son he 
should give up his pur-
suit of a career as a 
singer and join him 
working in the steel 
mills.

His mother Yvonne 
(Julie Walters), on the 
other hand recognizes 

his talents and is con-
stantly encouraging 
h im to  chase  h i s 
dreams. 

Potts takes a menial 
job at a mobile phone 
store with his child-
hood friend Braddon 
(MacKenzie Cook). I 
first saw Mr. Cook in 
the brilliant comedy 
series “Detectorists” 
and he always seems 
to play offbeat and lov-
able characters.

If you enjoy him in 
this film, I encourage 
you to look out for this 

show. Braddon wit-
nesses Paul’s talent 
first hand in the store 
because he s imply 
can’t stop singing.

He suggests  Paul 
enter a talent contest at 
the local pub. When 
Paul appears nervously 
on stage, dressed as 
the clown in “Pagliacci” 
he’s jeered because of 
the outlandish cos-
tume. However, once 
he opens up his mouth 
and delivers an amaz-
ing performance, the 
crowed is absolutely 

stunned. 
Paul meets a young 

woman Julz (Alexandra 
Roach)  on- l ine v ia 
email and then in per-
son. When she comes 
to town to meet him, it 
turns out to be quite an 
awkward first date. But 
you can sense the two 
are destined for each 
other.

Julz is another player 
on “Team Potts” and 
it’s because of her and 
winning the talent con-
test that Paul eventu-
ally ends up going to 
Venice to attend a sing-
ing class.

Luciano Pavarott i 
sits on the board of the 
prestigious school, and 
when the semester 
ends, a lucky few will 
get the honor of per-
forming before the 
master himself. 

The scenes of Venice 
are truly spectacular. 
How could they not be? 
Witnessing one of the 
most beautiful cities in 
the world on the screen 

made me want to hop 
on the next plane to 
r e v i s i t  “ L a 
Serenissima.” (And it 
reminded why we gave 
our oldest daughter 
Venice for her middle 
name.)

While in the class, 
Paul meets Alessandra 
(Valeria Bi lel lo) ,  a 
beautiful Italian tal-

ented vocal student 
who’s attracted to him. 
Will he fall for her or 
stay true to his girl 
back home? 

I won’t give away any 
more of the story, but 
let’s just say Paul has a 
few obstacles and chal-
lenges ahead of him. 

One thing I discov-
ered while doing a bit 
of  research is that 
while James Corden is 
a competent singer in 
his own right, all the 
vocal parts were done 
by the real Paul Potts. 
And what a voice he 
has! I should also add 
that even if you aren’t 
a fan of classical music 
or opera, I think you’ll 
enjoy this wonderful 
f i lm. Warning: The 
e n d i n g  o f  “ O n e 
Chance” just might 
have you puddling up. 

Currently streaming 
for free on Hoopla.com 
(with  your  l ibrary 
c a r d ) ,  T u b i ,  a n d 

Freevee. Also on the 
Roku Channel and to 
rent on Prime Video. 

My rating system:

★ A real stinker. A 
movie that is so bad,
you’re embarrassed to 
admit you’ve seen it, 
but you have to rate it 
nonetheless. 

★★ So-so. Not a total 
waste of time, but you 

would have been better 
off reading a good book. 

★★★ Pretty good. In
fact, if there weren’t 
any other movies in 
your queue, you might 
watch it again.

★★★★ One you’d
recommend to friends.

★★★★★ So good
you’d actually go out and 
buy it! 

About this column:

My main focus is on
fi lms that I feel have gone 
under the radar and 
deserve more recognition.

They include both 
mainstream and indie 
fi lms streaming on ser-
v ices  l ike Netf l ix , 
Hoopla, and Kanopy. I’ll 
also review noteworthy 
new theatrical releases 
as well.

For movie trailers, visit 
youtube.com.

If you have any sugges-
tions, feel free to email me 
at: dominmark@yahoo.
com. 

Also, if you’re looking 
for more recommenda-
tions, be sure to check out 
my blog: moviejunkie-
mark.blogspot.com.

Paul on the show Britain’s Got Talent.

At work with Braddon, played by MacKenzie Crook and Paul, played by James Corden.

Paul Potts, performing in costume at the local 
talent show.

Left, Julz with Paul’s mom, in the audience at 
Britain’s Got Talent.

Left, Alexandra Roach as Julz, being serenaded by Paul at the beach.

Movie Junkie Mark
by Mark Domin

                                                                                                                              PHOTOS COURTESY OF WEINSTEIN COMPANY

Left, James Corden as Paul Potts, with his mother and father at breakfast, 
Julie Walters as Yvonne Potts, Colm Meaney as Richard Potts, in the 2013 
movie “One Chance,” directed by David Frankel. 
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Moon Alert: There are 
no restrictions to shop-
ping or important deci-
sions today. The Moon 
is in Scorpio.

Happy Birthday for 
Thursday, June 29, 2023:

You are sensitive and 
intuitive, which is why you 
can get such a good read 
on people. You grasp their 
situation. This year is 
about service to others, 
e s p e c i a l l y  f a m i l y . 
Therefore, take care of 
yourself so you can help 
and support others. (Is it 
time for a makeover?) 
Focus on personalizing 
your home. 

ARIES
(March 21-April 19)

Make friends with your 
bank account today, 
because something unex-
pected could impact your 
finances. Double-check 
details regarding taxes, 
debt, inheritances and any-
thing you own jointly with 
others. Someone might 
back out of an agreement. 
Tonight: Repairs.

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)

Someone close to you 
might throw you a curve-
ball today, or a partner or 
close friend might want 
to change the arrange-
ment in your relation-
ship. Whatever happens, 
you will be surprised by 
someone today. They 
might be rebellious, or 
p e r h a p s  i t ’ s  y o u . 
Tonight: Discussions.

GEMINI
(May 21-June 20)

Your work routine will 
be interrupted today. 
Staff shortages, power 
outages, late deliveries, 
mixed-up communica-
tions or people you know 
might rebel or start a little 
coup. Likewise, some-
thing unexpected related 
to your pet could occur, 
or even your health. 
Tonight: Money ideas.

CANCER
(June 21-July 22)

Parents should be vig-
ilant today, because 
this is an accident-
prone day for your kids. 
Know where they are at 
all times. Be particu-
larly vigilant with tod-
dlers and keep them 
away from hazardous 
situations. Meanwhile, 
social plans might sud-
denly change. They 
might be canceled, or 
you might receive an 
invitat ion.  Tonight: 
Serious talk.

LEO
(July 23-Aug. 22)

Your home routine 
wil l  be interrupted 
today. Small appliances 
might break down or a 
minor breakage could 
occur. Someone you 
least  expect  might 
knock at your door. 
Because you don’t know 
what will happen, get 
dressed. It might be 
smart to have some food 
and drink on hand. 
Tonight: Research.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

Pay attention to every-
thing you say and do 
today. This is an acci-
dent-prone day for your 
sign. This means you 
have to be mindful. Slow 
down and know what 
you’re doing. Make sure 
you don’t do anything or 
say anything that you 
will later regret. Tonight: 
Set goals.

LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

Keep an eye on your 
money and your posses-
sions today. Something 
u n e x p e c t e d  c o u l d 
impact them. For exam-
ple, you might find 
money; you might lose 
money. Be smart and 
protect what you own 
against loss, theft or 
damage. Guard against 
impulse purchases that 
you might later regret. 
Keep your receipts (and 
the box). Tonight: An 
important talk.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

Y o u  m i g h t  f e e l 
r e b e l l i o u s  t o d a y 
because the Moon is 
in your sign at odds 
w i t h  w i l d ,  w a c k y 
Uranus.  This makes 
you  fee l  energ ized 
and ready for  any-
thing. You want some 
excitement! You might 
stir the pot in a rela-
t ionship just  to see 
what  happens .  (Be 
kind.) Tonight: Study.

Weekly HoroscopesWeekly HoroscopesWeekly Horoscopes
Royal StarsRoyal StarsRoyal Stars
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THE MISPLACED KING

A good rule for declarer to follow — 
when the outcome of a hand appears to 
depend on where a particular card is 
located — is to start looking for a way 
to make the contract even if the card is 
badly placed.

Take this case where it may seem 
that declarer requires a successful 
spade finesse to make six diamonds, 
but actually South has a much better 
chance than that.

After considering his options, South 
should conclude that if West has the 
ace of hearts, he can make the slam 
regardless of where the king of spades 
is located. Only if East has the ace of 
hearts will a spade finesse eventually 
be necessary.

Accordingly, after taking the ace 
of clubs and drawing two rounds 
of trump ending in his hand, South 
leads a low heart toward the queen 
at trick four. If West goes up with the 
ace, South’s worries are over, so let’s 
assume he allows dummy’s queen to 
win the trick.

Once the queen holds, declarer 
pursues his plan by next cashing his 
remaining clubs, discarding the nine of 
hearts from his hand on dummy’s last 
club. Declarer then plays a heart to his 
unguarded king. West takes the ace but 
must give up the ghost, whatever he 
returns. If he leads a spade, declarer’s 
spade loser disappears, and if he leads 
a heart, South discards a spade from 
dummy as he ruffs in his hand, thereby 
eliminating his spade loser.

So — oddly enough — when dummy 
comes down, South initially prays that 
West was dealt the ace of hearts, but 
when and if East shows up with that 
card, South then prays that East was 
also dealt the king of spades.

©2023 King Features Syndicate Inc.

“I LOVE  WATCHIN’
THE  FIREWORKS
ON  JULY  4TH!”

“BUT  RUFF  CAN’T
WAIT  FOR  THEM  

TO  GO  AWAY!”

Andy Capp                                                            Reg Smythe 

                                                                          Hank Ketchum andDennis the Menace                    Marcus Hamilton

Wizard of Id   Created by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart. Currently by Mason Mastroianni

B.C.                                                 Johnny Hart and Mason Mastroianni 

Blondie                                                               Chris and Dean Young

HAP
PY 4TH OF JULY!

Contract BridgeContract Bridge

by Steve Becker

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

Today you feel restless. 
You don’t know why, but 
you have that feeling 
that you’re waiting for the 
other shoe to drop. You 
might hear some news 
that puts you on edge. 
You might also disagree 
with someone just to be 
contrary. Tonight: Check 
your fi nances. 

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

Very likely, a friend will 
surprise you today by 
doing or saying some-
thing you least expect. Or 
possibly you will meet

someone who is a real 
character. Or you might 
be surprised by the man-
date of a group to which 
you belong. “Let’s all 
wear  suspenders . ” 
Tonight: Agreements.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

Tread carefully, because 
a boss, parent or someone 
in a position of authority 
might surprise you or catch 
you off guard today. 
(“Busted!”) You might be 
unhappy about some news 
that you hear. Whatever 
happens, it might also 
make you feel rebellious. 
Tonight: Work.

PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20)

Travel plans will change 
today. They will be can-
celed or delayed, or you 
might have to travel even if 
you didn’t plan on doing 
so. Some of you also might 
be shocked by something 
in the media or the news. 
You also might take your 
own personal stand on 
something related to poli-
tics, religion or racial 
issues. Tonight: Practice.

BORN TODAY
Actress, singer Camila 

Mendes (1994), actor Gary 
Busey (1944), actress 
Sharon Lawrence (1961.
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Garfield                                                                       Jim Davis
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Beetle Bailey                                          Greg, Brian, Neal and Mort Walker

Flying McCoys           Glenn McCoyZiggy                          Tom Wilson

Wizard of Id       Created by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart. Currently by Mason Mastroianni

Andy Capp                                                                 Reg Smythe 

© 2023 by Andrews McMeel Syndication 6/22 Solution

Complete the
grid so every row,
column and 3 x 3
box contains
every digit from
1 to 9 inclusively.

Previous puzzle
solution

U N I V E R S A L
Sudoku Puzzle

6/29

Blondie                                                                     Chris and Dean Young
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Family Circus                                        Bill and Jeff Keane

“Donald Duck and Daffy Duck aren’t brothers.
They just have the same last name.”

©2023 Bill Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

Universal Crossword

© 2023 by Andrews McMeel Universal
www.upuzzles.com

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER

Edited by David Steinberg June 29, 2023

6/22 Solution

Morning Ritual by Hanh Huynh6/29

ACROSS
 1 What makes 

it sit?
 4 Ikea bookcase
 9 Bank acct. 

insurer
13 Fly ball 

catcher
15 Hour after 

midnight
16 The one 

for Baskin 
Robbins has 
“31” hidden 
in it

17 Texter’s 
acknowledg-
ment of a 
different take

18 Bit of goofi ng 
around

19 All excited
20 Certain 

coder
23 “Fame” 

singer Cara
24 NYSE 

listings
25 Org. for an 

esq.
26 Cabbage 

family 
member

28 “Respect” 
singer 
Franklin

31 Smear 
campaign 
tactic

36 Lead-in to 
“Perignon”

37 Mined rock
38 Reason for a 

food recall
39 Missions, for 

short
40 NBA star 

Luka Doncic, 
e.g., briefl y

41 MLB’s hitting 
streak record 
holder (at 56 
games)

44 Slyly add
46 Deborah of 

“From Here 
to Eternity”

47 Clumsy fella
48 Boo
50 Large 

fantasy 
being

54 “Before 
we start, I 
need some 
caffeine” ... 
or a theme 
hint

57 Clean with 
water

58 Malia’s sister
59 “Darkness 

on the Edge 
of ___” 
(Springsteen 
album)

60 Norway’s 
capital

61 Arctic or 
Atlantic

62 Installs, as a 
lawn

63 Q, W, E, R, T 
and Y

64 Nature’s 
incubators

65 Tic-tac-___
DOWN
  1 Folded 

Hands 
symbol, e.g.

  2 Anoushka 
Shankar’s 
instrument

  3 Electric 
or gas 
appliance

  4 Wild pig
  5 Presumption 

at trial
  6 Stop holding 

on
  7 Hideouts
  8 Song title 

spelled with 
arm motions

  9 Light in the 
kitchen?

10 Ruthlessly 
competitive

11 Rangers 
goalie 
Shesterkin

12 Gear tooth
14 Word of 

appreciation
21 Ring out
22 Cocktail 

whose glass 
often has a 
salted rim, 
briefl y

27 Sprawl atop
28 Japanese 

cartoon 
genre

29 Arizona tribe
30 “Are not” 

retort
31 Choosy ones 

in a peanut 
butter ad

32 Russian 
mountain 
range

33 In an 
underhanded 
way

34 Part of OMG
35 “It looks 

good to me!”
41 In a ___ (very 

soon)
42 Golden 

Fleece ship
43 Cons
45 Quality that 

evokes 
compassion

48 “___ 
yourself!” 
(“Hold on to 
your hat!”)

49 Stubborn 
ones

51 In progress
52 Hairstyle 

after a 
makeover

53 Like a 
standoff

54 Battalion’s 
home

55 Has the 
stage

56 Campbell’s 
containers

57 Asian pan

6/29

Popeye                                                                    Bud Sagendorf
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Over The Hedge                                              Michael Fry and T. Lewis

F Minus                                                                             Tony Carrilo
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Reality Check          Dave Whamond Bizarro             Dan Piraro and Wayno

Hagar The Horrible                                      Dik Browne and Chris Browne

Wumo                                                Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler 

B.C.                                                     Johnny Hart and Mason Mastroianni 
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Peanuts                                                                                                                                               Charles M. Schulz
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Carpe Diem                                                            Niklas Eriksson

“You’d better eat your ice cream cone before it 
melts. Or before Marmaduke eats it.”

“Since Al retired, he’s been getting on my 
nerves. I just find him so...  well...  clingy.”

The Lockhorns                Bill Hoest, Bunny Hoest and John Reiner

Dennis the Menace  Ron Ferdinand and Marcus Hamilton
Hank Ketchum, Scott Ketchum,

t
Comics

Close To Home                                    John McPherson

Crankshaft                                                           Tom Batiuk and Dan Davis
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Crock                                                      Created by Bill Rechin and Brant Parker 

©
 2022 by North America Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

Marmaduke                                    Paul & Brad Anderson

Mother Goose and Grim                                              Mike Peters

“I  FINISHED  ALL  THE  WINE,  SO  IT’S  JUST  GOING
TO  BE  A  CHEESE  PARTY.”

“OH...  SHE  CRIED  HERSELF  TO  SLEEP.”
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After going separate 
ways to play high school 
hockey at Grosse Pointe 
South and Grosse Pointe 
North, a group of 15 
female ice hockey play-
ers set aside rivalries and 
rejoined forces as mem-
bers of Meijer’s district 

three team to earn gold 
at a three-day tourna-
ment at the Meijer Sports 
Complex in Rockford 
June 23 to 25.

The spring league team 
has players from both 
North and South’s girl’s 
varsity ice hockey teams, 
as well as players from 
the Saint Clair Shores 
Saints, and even AAA 
level teams. While the 

group is a collection of 
players from a number of 
Grosse Pointe teams, the 
players are not strangers 
to one another. In their 
earlier years on the ice, 
they played together as 
members of the Grosse 
Pointe Bulldogs. 

Meijer forward Ella 
Dobbs was excited to 
have the opportunity to 
be back on the ice with 

the people she grew up 
playing with, and feels as 
though they were able to 
quickly rekindle the team 
bond they once had. 

“Playing with the team 
this week felt very nos-
talgic. We all used to play 
together on Bulldogs for 
around 10 years, until 
everyone moved up to 
like bigger teams,” 
Dobbs said. “We brought 
our old plays back and 
talked on the ice. We 
used our skills and our 
coach’s skills, and joined 
them all together to make 
one good thing.”

At the tournament, the 
team played three games 
that determined which 
game they would qualify 
for in the fi nal. They won 
their first two and lost 
the third, which sent 
them to the gold medal 
game. The loss initially 
impacted the team’s con-
fidence, but they man-
aged to bring back their 
energy to win the gold 
medal game.  

“We were expecting to 
win, but when we lost 
our game before the gold 
game, we got a little bit 
nervous,” Dobbs said. 
“We got it back together 
for the gold game, and 
we went into overtime 
and won.” 

The gold medal game 
was close, going into 
overtime and a shootout. 

In the shootout, three 
girls were selected from 
each team to attempt to 
score on the opposing 
team’s goalie. However, 
with no goals scored, it 
went to a fourth player. 
Meijer forward Lexi 
Dobbs was the fourth 
player selected to shoot, 
which led the team to vic-
tory.

“For my shootout goal, 
I faked going to my back-
hand, and then I went to 
my front hand and shot it 
in the left corner and 
scored,” she said.

Aside from their suc-
cess in the shootout, the 
team’s experience of 
playing with each other 
in the past created a bond 
that could be seen on the 
ice. They succcessfully 
set up plays, connected 
passes, scored goals, and 
cheered each other on 
from the bench. Head 
coach Steve Smith was 
impressed with the 
team’s effort and energy. 

“It was a whole team 
effort, all three lines 
scored goals, and the 
defense kept the shots on 
our net to a minimum, 
and when we did make 
mistakes, our goalie 
bailed us out,” Smith 
said. “We played as a 
team, with good puck 
control with a lot of pass-
ing, and a fast pace. 
Other teams had a hard 

time matching the pace 
of our game with all three 
lines.”

M e i j e r  d e f e n d e r 
Maggie Weiss believes 
that the team’s passing 
was what drove their suc-
cess in the tournament. 

“Our team chemistry is 
definitely there on the 
ice,” Weiss said. “We are 
all friends, which makes 
us really good at con-
necting passes and fi nd-
ing open players on the 
ice.”

After weeks of prac-
tice, Meijer was able to 
return as champions. 
Goalie Rosie Smith said 
she enjoys being able to 
watch the entirety of the 
ice from the net. For her, 
winning was exciting 
and showed that though 
they are rivals at the high 
school level, she and her 
teammates were able to 
s u c c e s s f u l l y  w o r k 
together towards one 
goal. 

T h e  t o u r n a m e n t 
marked the end of the 
team’s season, and many 
of the players will soon 
be rivals again.

“I felt so excited when 
we won,” Rosie Smith 
said. “I thought it was 
funny that I was playing 
on a team with people 
who are usually my 
rivals, and we came 
together as one team to 
win.”

By Clare Ramsdell and
Grace Cueter
Staff Interns

Rivals come together to bring home 
gold on Meijer’s district three team

COURTESY PHOTO

Players from the Meijer district three-team, a combination of hockey players 
from Grosse Pointe, hold up their gold medals after winning their tournament 
at Meijer Sports Complex in Rockford

by fi nishing tied for 15th 
in one of golf’s four 
major tournaments. 

In many of these 
events, it is rare to see 
players who are not full-
time pro golfers make 
the cut, let alone fi nish 
higher than some of the 
world’s top-ranked play-
e r s .  T h e  R o c k e t 
Mortgage Classic may 
not be as big of a tourna-
ment as a major like the 
PGA Championship, but 
a strong performance 
this weekend could 
open plenty of doors for 
Martin in his golf career.

“It would definitely 
get my name out there,” 
he said. “Maybe I could 

get some exemptions 
into a few more tourna-
ments and stuff like 
that.”

As he gets ready to tee 
off on Thursday, June 
29, in the fi rst round of 
the tournament, Martin 
will have his chance to 
try and make some of 
those new opportunities 
a reality. Can he do it? 
For one thing, Martin 
knows that just about 
anything and everything 
is possible when it 
comes to golf.

“I hit it defi nitely long 
enough to keep up with 
those guys,” Martin 
said. “Not super long, 
but long enough to be 
dangerous, and if the 
putter gets hot then who 
knows, something crazy 
could happen.”

MARTIN:
Continued from page 1D

COURTESY PHOTO

Martin has worked at Lochmoor Club since 2011 and is appearing in his fi rst ever PGA Tour event at the 
Rocket Mortgage Classic, which begins on Thursday, June 29, at the Detroit Golf Club.

Sailors honored
A group of four sailors, including three Grosse Pointe natives, received special recognition for their performance at the US Sailing Match Race Championship 
Invitational in Wisconsin last weekend. Pointers Dougie Cowan, Ryan Hexter and Michael Kirkman were joined in the race by Sophia Hacket, a classmate of 
Kirkman’s at Boston College, and received the Nick Scandone Sportsmanship Award. The team fi nished fourth overall in the competition, earning the sports-
manship award and a standing ovation from their fellow sailors. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF AMY COWAN
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Kaitlyn Barr’s upcom-
ing college career has a 
real shot at being out of 
this world.

As one of Grosse 
Pointe North’s  top 
senior athletes and 
scholars, Barr is ready 
to launch into her next 
chapter at Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute 
(WPI), in Worcester, 
Mass., where she will 
study aerospace engi-
neering and play col-
lege softball. 

She is looking toward 
her exciting future now 
that she put a busy and 
rewarding June in the 
books. She graduated 
high school June 7, and 
finished her last day on 
the softball diamond 
June 14, when the 
Norsemen lost 3-0 to 
eventual Division 2 
s t a t e  c h a m p i o n 
Hartland in the state 
quarterfinal.

Finishing the season 
with a 14-9 record as a 
starting pitcher and 
serving as team co-cap-
tain, Barr was a key 
component  to  the 
Norsemen’s success. 
She helped her squad 
win the regional cham-
pionship and advance 
the furthest the pro-

gram has in the state 
playoffs since 1992. 

“I know my big goal 
was to win regionals 
and we did that,” she 
said.  “ . . .  We were 
returning most of our 
starters (from last sea-

son) so that was good 
from our perspective.”

With her days at 
North behind her, Barr 
said she is looking for-
ward to what lies ahead 
for her at WPI.

“I really wanted to 
play softball in college,” 
she said. “I was trying 
for a long time to get 

recruited, but I have a 
very specific major in 
aerospace engineering, 
so it was really chal-
lenging to find a school 
that could accommo-
date both academics 
and softball.

“So I eventually came 
across (WPI) and they 
were able to accommo-
date both. I am able to 
play both softball and 
get the high level of 
education that I really 
wanted.”

Barr, who has been 
awarded multiple aca-
demic scholarships 

through various organi-
zations, hopes to create 
a “space robotic rover,” 
which would have the 
ability to track space 
debris in Earth’s orbit. 

The idea would be for 
the rover to use robotic 
arms to retrieve the 
space debris and return 
it to Earth for it to be 
repaired, reused or dis-
posed of safely.

“My interest in aero-
space engineering is 
mostly because I have 
always had an interest 
in space and felt that 
engineering would be a 
good overall career 
choice for me,” she 
said. 

Whether she is in the 
classroom or on the dia-
mond, Barr said she 
uses the same dedicated 
mindset. 

“Both require lots of 
hard work and time,” 
she said. “I prepare for 
games the same way I 
prepare for tests, with 
just lots of preparation 
in the days leading up 
to it.”

Barr said she felt that 
as the years progressed, 
she figured out what 
methods and tech-
niques worked for her 
and what did not for 
softball and school. 

By Meg Leonard
Associate Editor

Athlete of the Week

•  Pitched 144.1 innings for North this season, 
recording 200 strikeouts.

•  Led North to its first regional softball 
championship in 31 seasons.

•  Earned 2023 honors as first team all-MAC Red, 
first team all-district and first team all-region.

Raising the Barr

ATH ETEATH ETE
OF THEWEEK

Kaitlyn BarrKaitlyn Barr
School: Grosse Pointe North

Sport: Softball
Sponsored by Pointe Capital Management, L.L.C.

See ATHLETE, page 5D

This weekend, some 
of the best golfers in the 
world will be in the 
Motor City for the PGA 
Tour’s 2023 Rocket 
Mortgage Classic. Also 
in the field ready to 
showcase his skills both 
to the crowd and to the 
big-name pros is Kyle 
Martin, a familiar face 
for many around the 
Pointes ,  especia l ly 
Lochmoor Club mem-
bers. 

Martin, a native of 
Grand Rapids, has been 
with Lochmoor since 
2011 and serves as the 
club’s PGA head golf 
professional. Holding 
that title allows him the 
opportunity to compete 
in tournaments like the 
M i c h i g a n  P G A 
P r o f e s s i o n a l 
Championship, which 
Martin won last August. 
It was that victory in 
2022 that earned Martin 
a sponsor exemption 
i n t o  t h e  R o c k e t 
Mortgage Classic, and 
now almost a year later, 
the time has finally 
come for him to take his 

fi rst swings on the PGA 
Tour.

“This will be the big-
gest stage I’ve been on,” 
Martin said. “I’ve played 

in eight national cham-
pionships through the 
PGA of America, but to 
be in a PGA Tour event, 
everything wil l  be 

heightened for sure. The 
excitement is there and 
I’m looking forward to 
playing with the big 
boys.”

The journey for Martin 
to get to the Detroit Golf 
Club with some of the 
PGA Tour’s best began 
when he was in college 
and was able to reach 
amateur status. A few 
years later, he elevated 
his status to a Class A 
PGA Professional, mak-
ing him offi cially quali-
fi ed to be a club pro. 

The life of a club pro is 
pretty different from the 
lives of golfers on the 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  t o u r . 
Martin’s everyday duties 
at Lochmoor include 
teaching lessons, orga-
nizing leagues and out-
ings for members and 
much more. 

“It can get pretty crazy 
trying to coordinate all 
of our tournaments and 
mix in lessons for the 
week and fi nding a way 
to practice in between 
all that,” he said. “I can’t 
quite practice like those 
(PGA Tour) guys do but 
I’m trying my best to get 
ready.”

On Martin’s bag for 
the tournament  is 
ano ther  Lochmoor 
member, Jon Zalenski. 
Zalenski  has been 
Martin’s caddie in PGA 

Professional tourna-
ments before, so he will 
have a familiar face 
alongside him as he nav-
igates the Detroit Golf 
Club with the PGA 
Tour’s stars. 

Now with one of their 
own about to be in the 
professional spotlight, 
the Lochmoor Club is 
rallying behind Martin. 
The club is even going 
to lengths to make sure 
that as many members 
as possible can be at the 
event cheering on their 
club pro.

“Our  chef  Ty ler 
Skinner set up a shuttle 
bus where members can 
buy in and get food and 
tickets included to go 
back and forth for 
Thursday’s  round,” 
Martin said.

Martin is also fortu-
nate because this might 
be one of the best times 
ever to be a PGA club 
pro playing in a PGA 
Tour event. That is 
because Michael Block, 
a PGA club pro from 
California, made waves 
a t  t h e  P G A 
Championship in May 

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Lochmoor’s Martin hits links at 
2023 Rocket Mortgage Classic

COURTESY PHOTO

Kyle Martin, PGA Head Golf Pro at the Lochmoor Club, won the Michigan PGA 
Professional Championship last August and earned a spot in the fi eld at the 
2023 Rocket Mortgage Classic this weekend. 

See MARTIN, page 2D

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

Kaitlyn Barr steps up to the rubber while pitching 
for North in the Division 1 state quarterfi nal against 
Hartland. 
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CITY OF HARPER WOODS, MICHIGAN
19617 HARPER AVENUE

HARPER WOODS, MI 48225

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Harper Woods, Michigan Planning Commission will
hold a Public Hearing on Wednesday, July 26, 2023, at 7:00 PM, in the Conference Room
at Harper Woods City Hall, 19617 Harper Avenue, Harper Woods, MI 48225.
The purpose of the Public Hearing is to receive public comment on the proposed Master
Plan at 7:00 PM. This notice is provided in accordance with Public Act 33 of 2008, as
amended, “Michigan Planning Enabling Act”.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that any interested person may appear and comment upon
the proposed Master Plan during the public hearing. Written comments may be submitted
prior to the public hearing and should be addressed to: The Planning Commission, c/o City
Clerk Leslie M. Frank, City of Harper Woods, 19617 Harper Avenue, Harper Woods, MI
48225.

CITY OF HARPER WOODS
Leslie M. Frank, City Clerk

Posted: JUNE 20, 2023
Published: JUNE 29, 2023

VILLAGE OF GROSSE POINTE SHORES,
A MICHIGAN CITY

NOTICE OF ENACTMENT 
OF ORDINANCE NO. 278

Notice is hereby given that at its regular meeting held on 
June 20, 2023, the Grosse Pointe Shores City Council passed 
Ordinance No. 278.

Ordinance No. 278 amends Chapter 34 of the City Code of 
Ordinances by revising its Article I, Section 34-8, to repeal 
subsection (8), operation of vehicle without security.

A copy of Ordinance No. 278 is available for public inspection 

Bruce R. Nichols
City Clerk

Village of Grosse Pointe Shores,
A Michigan City

GPN: 6-29-23

PUBLIC NOTICE
WELLSPRING DENTAL  
OFFICE RELOCATION

Wellspring Dental located at 20136 Mack Ave, 
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236, telephone number  
313-886-9355, will relocate on July 1, 2023. After this 
date, the patient records will be transferred to the new 

MI 48081, telephone number 586-779-0150.

GPN: 6/8/23, 6/15/23, 6/22/23, 6/29/23

Eighty of professional 
bass  f ishing’s  top 
anglers spent the last 
fi ve days battling it out 
on Lake St. Clair to 
qualify for the fi nals of 
the MLF Bass Pro Tour 
General Tire Stage 6, 
presented by John 
Deere. 

Fans can head to 
majorleaguefi shing.com 
prior to 4 p.m. Thursday, 
June 29, to watch them 
compete live for the 
$100,000 top cash prize 
and important points for 
their season totals. 
There also is a watch 
party at Cabela’s in 
Macomb County from 1 
to 6 p.m. and the top 10 
fi nishers are guaranteed 
to be on hand for the 
trophy presentation. 

If you are a fan of fi sh-
ing or want to become 
one, this would be your 
chance to see some of 
the best in the sport and 
possibly catch a glimpse 
of the GOAT, Michigan 
angler Kevin VanDam, 
or “KVD,” who is com-
peting in his fi nal season 
as a professional bass 
angler. It will be a bitter-
sweet week for KVD, 
who loves Lake St. Clair 
and recently said, “It’s 
the best smallmouth 
fi shery on the planet.” 

As of press time, 
Jordan Lee of Cullman, 
Ala., currently is in fi rst 
place for Group A with a 
two-day total of 46 
pounds,  3  ounces. 
M i c h i g a n  a n g l e r 
Jonathon VanDam made 
the cut and sits in 19th 
place with 34 pounds, 9 
ounces.

Dustin Connell of 
Clanton, Ala., sits above 
Group B after Day 1 

with 22 pounds, 13 
ounces, and KVD is in 
18th place with exactly 
18 pounds. KVD has the 
experience and knowl-
edge of Lake St. Clair to 
put a 25-pound bag on 
the board and his big 
fish was over five 
pounds. A school of 
those could place any 
angler into the top 10 to 
compete on the final 

day. 
There are two groups 

of 40 anglers who fi sh 
for two non-consecutive 
days of qualifying. On 
Day 5, the scales go 
back to zero and the top 
20 from each group 
compete in the knock-
out round. The top 10 
compete in the fi nals on 
Thursday. 

Group A’s Day 2 on 

Monday,  June 26 , 
brought storms, but 
Jordan Lee was still on 
fi sh and able to maintain 
a big lead. Tuesday’s 
forecast was cloudy with 
wind gusts up to 20 
knots. With these condi-
tions, anglers need to 
rely on their instincts 
more than their technol-
ogy.  

Several of the MLF 

pros were spotted fi sh-
ing the waters of Grosse 
Pointe  Farms and 
Grosse Pointe Shores, 
including Mark Daniels 
Jr., of Tuskeegee, Ala., 
currently in fourth place 
in Group B. Chris Lane 
and Boyd Ducket, both 
from Guntersville, Ala., 
also were in search of 
big bass in Grosse 
Pointe waters. Many of 
them, including KVD, 
went to Canada as it was 
opening day for small-
mouth bass this past 
weekend and those fi sh 
have not been pres-
sured.  

A lot of exciting Major 
L e a g u e  F i s h i n g 
moments will unfold the 

next few days before the 
action continues next 
month, just up the way 
in Bay City for Minn 
Kota Stage 7 on Saginaw 
Bay and Saginaw River 
Aug. 1 to 6. Did KVD or 
JVD make the cut on 
Lake St. Clair? Did 
Jordan Lee and Dustin 
Connell continue to boat 
more than 20 pounds a 
day? Did Mark Daniels 
Jr. return to the Pointes 
in search of a fi ve-pound 
smallmouth? Tune in to 
MLF to find out what 
happens. And come 
back to the Grosse 
Pointe News this sum-
mer for more fishing 
action from the Great 
Lake state.

By Brian Owen
Guest Writer

Anglers hit Lake St. Clair 
to compete for $800K purse

Storms approach Casey Ashley of Donald’s, S.C., who 
fi shed the infamous Mile Roads of St. Clair Shores.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF BRIAN OWEN

Above left and right: Kevin VanDam greets his fans after tallying exactly 18 pounds on what may be his last fi rst day on Lake St. Clair.

Chris Lane (Guntersville, AL), who sits in seventh place in overall point totals at press time, works the waters in search of big smallmouth bass.
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Little League softball, travel teams 
compete in championships
By Clare Ramsdell
Intern

 Grosse Pointe Little 
League Softball teams 
concluded their season 
with a series of cham-
pionship games Sat-
urday, June 17, at El-
worthy. In an exciting 
showdown within the 

machine pitch all-star 
division, North faced 
off against South and 
emerged triumphant, 
17-10. The minors divi-
sion witnessed an in-
tense battle between 
the Sooners and the 
Wildcats, resulting in a 
nail-biting 7-6 victory 
for the Sooners. Lastly, 

the majors division saw 
a stunning performance 
by the Dawgs as they 
claimed victory over the 
Peppers, 11-1. 
 Also featured, is a 
special shoutout to the 
8u Lakeside nights who 
won the Commerce 
Championship, Sunday, 
June 25th. 

The 8u Lakeside Knights proudly show off their championship rings after win-
ning the Commerce Classic tournament on Sunday, June 25th. From left, back 
row of coaches: Phil Mannino, Rich Inger, Ryan Cavanagh, Derek Augustyn, 
Chris Miko. Middle row: Julian Augustyn, Tyler Vandenberghe, Ryan 
Donnellon, Gerorge Dakmack, Bennett Rubio. Front row: Jackson Donnellon, 
Nicholas Amori, Harrison Cavanagh, Cameron Mannino, Boomer Inger. Not 
pictured: Kian Kashef and Brayden Miko

In the all-stars division, the South team forms a spirited huddle, preparing to 
face off against North in the Little League Softball Championship.

South all-stars wear big smiles in the dugout during their game against North in the Little League championships. e AAA Twins are World Series champs in the Park.

The Sooners minor league softball team holds a pre-game meeting as they get 
ready to take on the mighty Wildcats in the Grosse Pointe Little League 
Softball championship. rash Panda coaches, back row, left to right, Anthony 
Rubio, Kyle Rademaker and Roy Pride fl ash the No. 1 sign, alongside their vic-
torious players, after winning the GPWSLL  minor league championship at 
Ghesquiere Park. 

Players from the Wildcats, left, and the Sooners, right, show good sportsman-
ship and gather for a photo after the minor division’s closely contested cham-
pionship game. The Sooners narrowly claim victory with a fi nal score of 7-6. th 
their prized trophies in hand, the Emeralds proudly stretch across home plate, 
celebrating their victory in the GPFCLL’s A ball division championship.

 In the machine pitch all-stars softball championship, players from team North, 
right, and team South, left, stand at home plate for a pre-game photo. North 
dominated the fi eld, ending the day with a convincing 17-10 victory over South 
and capturing the championship. ter an exciting game, the Farms-City River 
Cats strike the victory pose as undisputed champions of the AA division and 
show off their new bling. 

HITS& HIGHLIGHTS

ALL PHOTOS COURTESY OF GROSSE POINTE LITTLE LEAGUE SOFTBALL
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Winning week
University Liggett sophomore and varsity golfer, Steve McMahon, left, took fi rst place out of 22 golfers at a challenging 36-hole junior tournament held at 
Fieldstone Golf Club in Auburn Hills on Monday, June 19 and Tuesday, June 20. McMahon showcased his skills with two impressive rounds, shooting 77 and 78 
respectively. He followed up his big tournament win by being voted fi rst-team all-state in Division 3. According to Liggett’s head coach of boys golf, Dan 
Sullivan, this incredible achievement makes McMahon the fi rst sophomore in Liggett’s illustrious golf history to attain such a distinction.

— Clare Ramsdell and Grace Cueter

PHOTO COURTESY OF DAN SULLIVAN

“I kind of figured out, 
‘OK, if I want to do well 
on this test, this is 
what’s going to help me 
be successful,’” she 
said. “… Same with 
softball. I figured out, 
‘OK, when I do this 
before a game, I’m suc-
cessful, versus when I 
do that’ type of thing. 
You have to figure out 
what works best for 
you.”

That strong work 
ethic translated to 
major success not just 
in the classroom for 
Barr, but also on the 
field.

She pitched 144.1 
innings for North this 
season, recording 200 
strikeouts. Teams hit 
.243 against her on the 
mound and she fi nished 
the season with a 2.67 
ERA. Barr also contrib-
uted at the plate, hitting 
.319 with 13 RBIs, along 
with an OBP of .390 and 
slugging percentage of 
.514. She also never lost 
to archrival Grosse 
Pointe South throughout 
her high school career.

Her performance this 
season earned her hon-
ors as first team all-
MAC Red, first team 
all-district and first 
team all-region.

Barr said she used 
several role models to 
help elevate her game, 
including former team-
mate Dylan Cardinale, 
who currently plays 
sof tba l l  a t  A lb ion 
College. She said know-
ing how opportunities 

have opened up for 
young women to con-
tinue playing at the col-
lege level helped drive 
her and her teammates.

“I think for someone 
it can be very motivat-
ing,” she said. “It helps 
players push them-
selves to get better 
because if they are 
interested in continuing 
playing, they know that 
they have a real oppor-
tunity to (do so).”

Barr also credits the 

guidance of her assis-
tant coach,  Rachel 
Wiedyk,  and head 
coach, Ron Smith.

“He has always been 
so supportive of me and 
giving me the tools I 
need to be successful,” 
she said, adding that 
the coaching staff had a 
lot of patience with her 
slow and methodical 
approach to pitching. 

As for Smith, his 
admirat ion for  his 
“workhorse” is evident. 

In an interview immedi-
ately following North’s 
regional win, he compli-
mented Barr’s influence 
on her teammates with 
her good work habits.

“That kid has one of 
the strongest work eth-
ics of most any kid I 
have ever coached,” he 
said. “She worked hard 
in the offseason every-
day and it’s paying off. 
… She’s our horse and 
that’s a compliment.”

Barr said she will 

miss the bond she built 
over the years with her 
teammates.

“What I’m going to 
miss most is the rela-
tionships I have with 
the girls on the team,” 
she said. “It will be 
weird to not be with 
them next spring, but at 
the same time, I’m 
excited to play with my 
college team.”

She also said she 
hopes she has left her 
mark for future North 

teams to build on. 
“I hope to inspire 

other people to work 
hard setting goals and 
to go out and achieve 
them,” she said. “(I 
want to be about) 
always giving it your all 
and putting in the work 
to be successful.”

To nominate a future 
Athlete of the Week, 
visit grossepointenews.
c o m / a t h l e t e - o f - t h e -
week.

ATHLETE:
Continued from page 1D

PHOTO BY MEG LEONARD

Kaitlyn Barr holds Grosse Pointe North’s regional trophy with her fellow senior teammates. 

If you have seen your son or 
daughter, coach, teammate, friend 
or neighbor gracing the Grosse 
Pointe New Sports pages this year, 
we have the perfect gift for your 
student-athlete, especially if they 
are a 2023 grad!

Simply head to the Grosse 
Pointe News gift shop at 
grossepointenews.com/gift-shop/ 
to purchase an unframed, custom 
PDF of one of our stories featuring 
your favorite athlete, team or coach 
for $25. Or instead of making a 
half-hearted promise to haul out to 
JoAnn Fabric or Michaels to frame 
it, we can do all the legwork for you 
with a beautifully framed PDF for 
just $50.

These PDF’s feature the story 
and photos only – so no ads or story 
jumps. Our expert customization by 
our graphic designers allows you to 
enjoy the full story in one spot.

There’s no better way to score 
big points with your athlete, coach 
or team this spring by gifting them 
with a custom PDF of their story. 
It’s a win-win.

 – Meg Leonard

Score big 
with your 
grad!
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800 REAL ESTATE

101 Mapleton
Grosse Pointe

Farms
3 bedroom, 3 full
bath. Completely

renovated!
1,944 sq. ft.
MUST SEE!!
$489,000.

Call or text Mike:
(313)289-8254

700 APTS/FLATS/DUPLEX
POINTES/HARPER WOODS
TROMBLEY

Lower, 2,000 sq. ft.
3 bedroom. $2,500;

water, heat
included. Garage,
washer/ dryer. No

pets. (313)822-4709

724 VACATION RENTALS

HARSENS ISLAND
Weekly rentals,

4 plus bedrooms,
central air, dock,

large lot,
200' frontage,

nicely furnished.
$2,500.

harsenslodge.com
(586)242-2860Property For Rent

900 INTERIOR / EXTERIOR 
DESIGN

Interior • Exterior
Design

*Award Winning
Design Team*
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK

 

 

  

 

 

313-886-8088

Masonary Restoration
 Chimneys - Porches
 Brick Walls - Steps

 Tuck Pointing - Patios

 
Masonry Repair

Tuckpointing
313-886-8088

 

 

  

 

 

313-886-8088

Masonary Restoration
 Chimneys - Porches
 Brick Walls - Steps

 Tuck Pointing - Patios

 
Masonry • Tuckpointing

Porches • Walkways
313-886-8088

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,

tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and

insured.
masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525

Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING

FINANCING

•Chimneys
•Porches
•Concrete

•Steps
•Stonework

•Tuckpointing
•Patios

•Fireplaces
•Brick Work
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

912 BUILDING / REMODELING

ACES AROUND
CONSTRUCTION,

LLC
30+ YEARS

EXPERIENCE
All types of roofing,

rough carpentry
(garages, decks

additions)
siding, gutters.
Ask for Richard
(586)822-2021

MICHIGAN
RESIDENTIAL

BUILDER
•No Gimmicks

•No Drama
•No Regrets

914 CARPENTRY

Wood Rot
Repair Specialists

Garage
Straightening
Deck Repairs

Crown Molding
Custom Wood

Projects
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

920 CHIMNEY REPAIR

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,

tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and

insured.
masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525

Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING

FINANCING

927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

 Debris Removal
•Clean Outs

•Hauling Unwanted
Items

•Dumpsters
Available
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

DUMPSTERS
AVAILABLE

•Clean outs
•Basement/

  Garage Cleanout
•Debris Removal

 (313)408-1166
929 DRYWALL / PLASTERING

930 ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Electrical Repair 
Lights - Switches - Plugs 

•Whole House
Generators

•Panel Upgrades &
Replacement
(586)489-3884
www.mccarver

mech.com
FREE ESTIMATES!

936 FLOOR SANDING /
REFINISHING

FLOOR
laying, sanding
and refinishing.

Laminate
flooring installed.
Free estimates.

Terry Yerke
(586)823-7753

939 GENERAL SERVICES

GUTTER • WINDOW
CLEANING

Insured
Call Tom Micoli
(313)656-9402

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

DAVE's
TREE & SHRUB
Tree Removal/

Trimming
Stump Grinding
Gutter Cleaning

25% Winter
Discounts

Free Estimates
20 years

Senior Discounts
*FIREWOOD*

SAFE
SOCIAL DISTANCING

(586)216-0904

LAWN CARE
by

JOHNNY
Weekly or
Bi- Weekly

Serving Grosse
Pointe and the

surrounding areas.
Lawn service,
topsoil, mulch

and more.
Call or Text:

(313)550-3585

944 GUTTERS

ELIMINATE
gutter cleaning

forever!
LeafFilter,

the most advanced
debris- blocking

gutter protection.
Schedule a

FREE LeafFilter
estimate today.

20% off
entire purchase.

Plus 10% Senior &
Military discounts.

Call 1(866)495-1709

944 GUTTERS

Gutter
Replacement

& Repair
5 & 6 inch

Gutter Guards
Gutter Cleaning
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
Temper Aluminum

Gutter Covers
Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

945 HANDYMAN

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Service

Electrical - Plumbing

HANDYMAN
specializing in

Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning,

Electrical
and miscellaneous

odd jobs.
Lifetime career

experience,
reference available.
Call Douglas Kehrer

at
(586)292-5971

945 HANDYMAN

We're your "TO DO"
list handymen!

Let us help you with
any plumbing,

electrical,
carpentry and
much more.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
 (313)408-1166

947 HEATING & COOLING
REPAIR

 SPECIALIZING
IN SERVICE &

INSTALLATION:
•Furnace & Boilers
•Air Conditioning
•SDHV Spacepak

•Indoor Air Quality
•Ductless Mini

Splits
•Tankless Water

Heaters
(586)489-3884
www.mccarver

mech.com
FREE ESTIMATES!

948 INSULATION

A quiet home is a
relaxing home!

Blown in Cellulose
Insulation is GREEN,

cost and energy
efficient. Red Baron
Enterprises, LLC can
insulate your home.

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

JOHN’S PAINTING
Interior/Exterior

Repairing:
Damaged plaster,
 drywall, cracks,

windows
puttying, caulking.
Fire/Water damage

 insurance work.
 All work

guaranteed
 G. P. References
 License/Insured
Free estimates
Senior Discount
(313)882-5038

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

Painting Services
Interior & Exterior

Floors
Drywall
Plaster

Restoration
Wood Finishing

+ Staining
+ much more!

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

957 PLUMBING
& INSTALLATION

Plumbing
Diagnosis

Installation
Repair

Hot Water Tanks
Snaking

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

SPECIALIZING
IN SERVICE &
INSTALLATION

•Standard Water
Heaters

•Tankless Water
Heaters

•Boiler Repair
(Steam &

Hot Water)
(586)489-3884
www.mccarver

mech.com
FREE ESTIMATES!

960 ROOFING SERVICES

NEW INSTALLATION
Roofs, Gutters

Repairs
Siding

Financing Available!
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

960 ROOFING SERVICES

CLASSIFIED SPECIAL
FREE

Attention Getter
on top of your
Classified Ad

25 words $25.35
(313)882-6900 x4

OR
classifieds@grosse
pointenews.com

Residential
Commecial

ROOFING EXPERTS
Lifetime Warranty

on Shingles
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

RR CODDENS
Family since 1924

(313)886-5565
(313)550-6602

Licensed•Builder•Insured

Re-Roofs ~ Tear Offs
Flat Roofs

Chimney Repair

981 WINDOW WASHING

J. SALVADOR
MAINTENANCE

Window cleaning
and

Power-washing.
Call Jim at

313.949.7550

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

Directory of ServiceS
Some classifications are not required by law to be licensed. Please check with the proper state agency to verify license.

100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

CLASSIFIED SPECIAL
FREE

Attention Getter
on top of your
Classified Ad

25 words $25.35
(313)882-6900 x4

OR
classifieds@grosse
pointenews.com

GROSSE POINTE
FARMS MSW

looking to develop
and implement a
local community-
focused advocacy

club with other
local MSW's-

macro, mezzo,
micro.

Email if interested:
as3558@wayne.edu

100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

In observance of
INDEPENDENCE

DAY
the office is closed
Monday & Tuesday
JULY 3 & 4, 2023

Grosse Pointe News
Classified
DEADLINE
Friday 1PM

JUNE 30, 2023

RURAL
LANDOWNERS!
Earn $5,000+

Every year from
hunting leases.

Upfront payments
from our hunters.
Reduce risk with
FREE $5M liability

insurance.
Call for a free quote

(888)871-1982

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

 SUMMER JOB:
Warehouse

Worker
10am- 3pm. June
thru September.

Paid daily.
Apply in person
only between

11 & 2pm.
Captain Kool
Corporation,

29701 Little Mack,
Roseville, 48066

SUMMER JOB:
General Office Help

Answer phones,
taking orders,

schedule events.
Good at

multitasking,
fast learner.

Apply 11- 2pm.
Captain Kool
Corporation,

29701 Little Mack
Roseville, 48066

204 HELP WANTED DOMESTIC

LOOKING for
housekeeper to

clean a one story
condominium in
St. Clair Shores.

2 bedrooms and 2
full bathrooms;
all wood floors;

kitchen and
refrigerator cleanup

as needed, and
laundry room.
 Looking for

references and
ability to work 3- 4
hours bi- weekly.

If interested please
call (313)410-6335.

210 HELP WANTED
RESTAURANT

IRISH COFFEE
BAR & GRILL
now hiring
SERVERS

Apply in person
18666 Mack Avenue

Grosse Pointe
Farms

302 CAREGIVER

CITA ANGELS
HOME CARE

Caregiver services.
24 hour care. We
assist in cooking,
cleaning, bathing/
grooming, doctor's

appointments,
errands, etc.

Accepting
medicaid payments.

1(866)54-ANGEL

312 ORGANIZING

DUCKS IN A ROW
De-cluttering and
organizing your
home! Closets,

basements,
whole house.
Organize your
paper clutter.

Home information,
notebooks,

Medical journals,
memory albums.

Becky Schlaff
(313)580-2528
Susan Mason
(313)910-9705

schlaffb@
comcast.net
rwmason@

comcast.net

400 ANTIQUES /
COLLECTIBLES

C's CARDS
&

COLLECTIBLES
Sports cards

1950's to present,
plus autographed

memorabilia,
custom frames, etc.

17898 Mack
Grosse Pointe
just south of
Washington

(313)469-1551

412 MISCELLANEOUS
ARTICLES

TWO 20 Gauge
shotguns and
gun cabinet.

(313)886-2787

415 WANTED TO BUY

SELL ME YOUR
VINYL RECORDS
We buy LP's, 45's

No collection
too large.

We come to you!
RIPE RECORDS

Call (313)469-7479

503 HOUSEHOLD PETS
FOR SALE

USE
Happy Jack® DD-33
on dogs & cats to
kill fleas and deer
ticks on contact.

At Tractor Supply®
www.happyjack

inc.com

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS Classifieds

Work For You
To place an ad call:

(313)882-6900 x4

Buy it.

$ell it.

classifieds
313-882-6900

Classified advertising

DEADLINES
Please call for holiday deadline
dates and times, subject to change.

PRICING
Prepayment is required.
We accept credit cards, cash  
and check.

FREquENCy DISCouNtS
Given for multi-week scheduled
advertising, with prepayment or 
credit approval. Call for rates or for 
more information. Phone lines can 
be busy on Monday and Tuesday.
Please call early.

WoRD ADS:
12 - 25 words for $25.35;
additional words are 30¢ each.
Abbreviations are not accepted.
BoRDER ADS StARtING At:
$26.00 per column inch

CLASSIFyING
AND CENSoRSHIP
We reserve the right to classify 
each ad under its appropriate 
heading. The publisher reserves 
the right to edit or reject ad copy 
submitted for publication.

CoRRECtIoNS
AND ADJuStMENtS
Responsibility for classified 
advertising errors is limited to either  
a cancellation of the charge or a  
re-run of the portion of the error. 
Notification must be given in time for  
the correction in the following issue.  
We assume no responsibility for the 
same after the first insertion.

CLASSIFIED DISPLAy ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M.
CLASSIFIED WoRD ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M. 

PHONE: 313-882-6900 EXT. 1 WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COMFAX: 313-882-1585
Classified advertising

DEADLINES
Please call for holiday deadline
dates and times, subject to change.

PRICING
Prepayment is required.
We accept credit cards, cash  
and check.

FREquENCy DISCouNtS
Given for multi-week scheduled
advertising, with prepayment or 
credit approval. Call for rates or for 
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WoRD ADS:
12 - 25 words for $25.35;
additional words are 30¢ each.
Abbreviations are not accepted.
BoRDER ADS StARtING At:
$26.00 per column inch

CLASSIFyING
AND CENSoRSHIP
We reserve the right to classify 
each ad under its appropriate 
heading. The publisher reserves 
the right to edit or reject ad copy 
submitted for publication.

CoRRECtIoNS
AND ADJuStMENtS
Responsibility for classified 
advertising errors is limited to either  
a cancellation of the charge or a  
re-run of the portion of the error. 
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Standards Link: Writing Applications: Students summarize information found in expository text.

Look at the 
headlines in 

today’s 
newspaper. 

Rewrite each 
headline so it 
means just the 

opposite.

Headline 
Fun

Standards Link: Writing 
Applications: Write in a 

variety of formats.

After reading this 
page, write three 
short statements 
for each country 
that sum up how 
independence is 
celebrated there. 
Poland is done 
for you.

The night before 
Independence Day 
in India, the 
president of the 
country gives a 
speech about how 
the country is doing.

On the day itself, 
August 15, citizens 
gather and watch 
their country’s flag 
being hoisted to the 
top of the flagpole. 
This happens at 
offices, homes and 
schools. Afterwards, 
families and friends 
get together and 
enjoy delicious food. 

Lots of people 
also fly kites on 
Independence Day 
to symbolize 
India’s freedom 
from the British on 
August 15, 1947.

Karan’s kite has stripes. His kite has a tail, 
but not a short one. Karan doesn’t like 
polka dots on kites. It is not a box kite.

Karan’s Kite

Mexicans celebrate “Grito de Dolores” 
(meaning “Cry of Dolores”) on September 
15. On that day in 1810, Father Miguel 
Hidalgo y Costilla, a priest in the town 
of Dolores, made a speech demanding 
the freedom of Mexico from Spain. 
Now on this day, the president rings the 
original bell from Father Hidalgo’s 
church and recites Hidalgo’s original 
speech. The president ends with the cry, 
“Viva México!” which can be heard the 
rest of the night during celebrations, 
fireworks and other fun activities.

People in Poland celebrate their independence on 
November 11 when citizens place flowers at the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier to commemorate 
     soldiers who have died for their country. 

     Citizens attend parades and ceremonies, wearing 
Poland’s colors: red and white. In Warsaw, the 
  capital city, thousands of runners participate in the 
               annual Independence Day Run.

© 2023 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 39, No. 30

My Best 
Birthday
What was your best 
birthday celebration 

ever?

The adjective unique
means being the one and 

only of its kind.

UNIQUE

Try to use the word unique in 
a sentence today when talking 

with friends and family.

The fireworks show was 
unique to the area.

This week’s word:

Complete the grid by using all the letters 
in the word WORLD in each vertical and 
horizontal row. Each letter should only be 
used once in each row. Some spaces have 
been filled in for you.

Fireworks have blasted some 
of the words out of this article. 

Can you find where each 
missing word belongs?

Most Independence Day 

celebrations _____________ 

include setting off fireworks. 

The exploding excitement of 

fireworks had its origins in a 

__________ in China.

About 1,000 years ago, a 

Chinese cook _______ three 

ingredients _____________ 

found in kitchens at that 

time. A _________ from the 

cooking fire ____________ 

his concoction into a blast of 

sparks! Some say this was 

the _________ firework.

The three ingredients were 

saltpeter (used for pickling 

_________), sulfur (used to 

make _____________ fires 

hotter) and charcoal (the 

_____________ wood from 

the cooking fire).

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Use 
context clues to understand the meaning of words.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Use general skills 
and strategies of the reading process.

Look through the newspaper to find the 
names of five or more countries. Find these 
countries on a map of the world. Why was 
each country mentioned in your newspaper?

Country Search

ANSWER: Nothing—it just waved!

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.
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CELEBRATE
HIDALGO
PARADES
KITES
MEXICO
FLAGPOLE
FREEDOM
CHURCH
WORLD
SPEECH
POLAND
TODAY
INDIA
BELL
RED

Loud fireworks can scare pets. Be sure to keep your pets indoors 
on Independence Day.

Dash through today’s newspaper to find the letters that spell the 
words on these firecrackers. Spelling an entire word “defuses” 

the firecracker. Can you spell them all in five minutes?

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

Use the code to 
learn what “Viva 
México” means.

Many countries celebrate their independence days in unique and 
fun ways. This week, Kid Scoop takes a trip around the world to 
discover how other countries show their love of independence.

06
29

23
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