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26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)
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GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Coordinating pre-elec-
tion stories can be like 
herding cats.

Candidates often go 
their own way and on 
their own time. It’s 
understandable on the 
municipal level where 
most members of and 
candidates for elected 
bodies are volunteers. 
They’re wedging cam-
paigns into schedules 
already packed with fam-
ily and professional obli-
gations.

The group on the 
Tuesday, Aug. 8, primary 
ballot for Park council 
city council, however, 
bucks the trend.

All seven candidates 
responded to a request 
for information by dead-
line or, unable to meet it, 

sought with good reason 
and adequate notice for 
schedule adjustments to 
be made without a prob-
lem.

Voters in the primary 
election are tasked with 
culling the seven-mem-
ber field by one candi-
date. The remaining six 
proceed to the general 
election Nov. 7. Voters 
then choose three win-
ners.

The polls are open 7 
a.m. to 8 p.m. in the:

◆  T o m p k i n s 
Community Center at 
Windmill Pointe Park, 
14920 Windmill Pointe 
Drive, for voters living in 
precincts 1 and 2; and

◆  Lavins Activity 
Center at Windmill 
Pointe Park, 14920 
Windmill Pointe Drive, 
for voters living in pre-

One’s 
gotta go

GROSSE POINTE 
SHORES — City 
Manager Steve Poloni 
said he’s still waiting to 
hear from the U.S. 
Census Bureau about his 
appeal over the 2020 
headcount.

According to the fed-
eral government, the 
Shores was the only one 
of the Pointes to lose 
population from 2010 to 
2020, a reported 12.3 per-
cent decrease from just 
over 3,000 residents to 
2,570.

“I haven’t heard one 
word back,” Poloni said. 

“I don’t think we’re in the 
ballpark. I sent our data 
in but got zero response.”

The city in early 2022 
encouraged all residents 
to thoroughly fill out 
park pass applications, 
including listing minors 
in the household who 

Shores still waiting 
for census answers
By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — “I was in 
Grosse Pointe Park’s con-
ference room getting 
ready to eat lunch and I 
see this big, all-black 

German shepherd, beau-
tiful dog, come running in 
and I’m like, ‘What the 
hell? Who’s dog is this?’” 
recalled Paige Thomas, 
who around 2016 was a 
Park ordinance enforce-
ment offi cer.

The “beautiful dog” 

was Duke Ellington, a 
Farms K-9 offi cer named 
for the jazz musician. His 
handler, Sgt. Tim Harris, 
now plans to marry 
Thomas next month. 

“It’s funny, because I 
met Duke before I even 
met Tim,” she said. 

Duke, who retired last 
September, was born 
April 3, 2013, and unex-
pectedly passed away in 
his sleep Saturday, July 
1, at 10 years old.   

His loss further illumi-
nated innumerable lives 
touched in the last 
decade: perhaps no one 

Former Farms K-9 offi cer passes away
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — Decades after 
working fi ve years as an 
assistant harbor master at 
the Grosse Pointe Yacht 
Club during college, 
Joseph Valentine is set to 
return to the east side — 
he also grew up in St. 
Clair Shores — as the new 
city manager for the City 
of Grosse Pointe. 

Currently the assistant 
c i ty  manager  for 
Farmington Hills and a 
father of three, Valentine 
also has a 24-year history 
with Birmingham, start-
ing as an intern and serv-
ing his last six and a half 
years as its city manager. 

“The connection for 
me, I think, was (that) 
Grosse Pointe has a 
warm residential charm 
with a very special down-
town,” Valentine said, 
“and coming from 
another community that 
shared that  same 
dynamic, it’s exciting to 
come back to that, 
because I do miss that 

and look forward to 
bringing a strong cus-
tomer service focus to the 
existing great services 
that the city already pro-
vides. That was very 
appealing to me when I 
saw this opportunity.”

Valentine was selected 
out of 25 applicants who 
were narrowed down to 
10 by a search fi rm and 
then down to four by the 
city council’s search com-
mittee. Search committee 
members were Mayor 
Sheila Tomkowiak and 
councilmen Terence 

Valentine to become 
next city manager
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Rest peacefully, DukeRest peacefully, Duke

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — Returning for 
its third summer, the 
Pointe’s Art Festival is 
back and truly better 
than ever, switching it up 
by inviting more than 
double the artists from 
previous years to set up 
shop along Kercheval 
Avenue on The Hill rath-
er than the municipal lot. 

Also for the fi rst time, 
the festivities will be free 
to the public and con-

fi ned to a single day from 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Saturday, Aug. 5. 

“We have a lot of art-
ists who are at-home 
businesses that are mem-
bers of the chamber and 

it allowed us one avenue 
to help promote and 
showcase their talent,” 
said Jenny Boettcher, 
president of the Grosse 
Pointe Chamber of 
Commerce, which puts 
on the art festival, of its 
humble beginnings. “… 
Each year it’s grown big-
ger and bigger, so there’s 
really a need for it.” 

Exploding from 27 art-
ists last year to a sold-out 
lineup of 80 artists set for 
August, “Next year we’re 

80 artists set for Pointe’s Art Festival
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Duke rests after his last demonstration before retiring last September.

Joseph Valentine

See PRIMARY, page 8ASee DUKE, page 2A

See MANAGER, page 3A

See CENSUS, page 3A

See ARTS, page 3A

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer
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ABOUT
An historic estate that is a true testament to the Island’s 
rich past. Entering the home, you are greeted by a
charming exterior characterized by its intricate woodwork 
and vibrant colors. The gardens and lawns create an
inviting and serene atmosphere. Stepping inside the 
house, you are immediately transported to a bygone era 
and the interior showcases impeccable craftsmanship. 
This estate is immaculate in every way with its restoration, 
renovation, and impecable upkeep. Cairngorm is a West 
Bluff icon with 7 bedrooms, 6 bathrooms, Guest/Carriage 
House with large garden/yard and Pool...and, of course 
stunning views. A home for generations.

JUST LISTED  
CAIRNGORM HISTORIC
WEST BLUFF COTTAGE

CONTACT FOR SHOWING
Larry Rellinger, Broker

MACKINAC ISLAND REALITY
mackinacislandrealty.com

231.838.6050 | larry@rellinger.com
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Julie Baumer
Sales Associate / Public Notary

Coldwell Banker Realty 
102 Kercheval
Grosse Pointe Farms, MI
48236 

313-499-1313
586-601-8578
jbaumer@cbwm.com
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25305 Little Mack Ave. Saint Clair Shores, MI 48081

(586) - 343 - 8253
Residential & Commercial

Irrigation Installation & Repair • Outdoor Lighting

072023

more than Riley Slattery, 
who is chronically ill and 
built a relationship with 
Duke and Harris after 
receiving a police escort 
parade home from school 
before an extensive leg 
surgery at 6 years old. 

Only a percentage of 
the ways Harris and 
Duke supported Slattery 
throughout the years 
include showing up at 
her home in reindeer 
ears and a Rudolph nose 
one Christmas Eve; and 
when, upon learning 
Slattery was going as 
Batgirl one Halloween, 
Harris made Duke a 
Batman costume from 
JOANN Fabrics and 
joined her for trick-or-
treating. 

“I had my double-digit 
birthday during COVID,” 
said Slattery, now 13, 
“and I remember Offi cer 
Harris drove in his car 
with Duke and had 
‘Happy Birthday’ going 
on the radio, playing on a 
loud speaker and he 
came down the court … 
and Duke and him 
brought a stuffed animal 
unicorn for me and I still 
have it.” 

Just as Harris’ 2-year-
old daughter, Becca, still 
has the blanket gifted to 
her by Riley and her 
mother when they were 
invited to the baby 

shower. 
“I think Riley was the 

one that picked it out and 
Becca, still to this day, it’s 
her favorite blanket,” 
Thomas said. “And Duke 
brought that into Tim’s 
life.” 

As the parent of a suf-
fering child, it’s a differ-
ent memory that stands 
out to Slattery’s mom, 
Heidi.

“A couple years ago, 
Riley was doing hyper-
baric treatment out in 
Troy and she had to sit in 
this hyperbaric chamber 
for an hour and a half 
every day for 40 days,” 
she explained, “and so 
one time, Duke came out 
to the hyperbaric treat-
ment and he put on his 
oxygen mask, too, and 
Offi cer Harris proceeded 
to tell Riley jokes for a 
solid hour with Duke just 
sitting there waiting 
patiently for her to get 
out.”

On all occasions, 
Harris and Duke were a 
package deal. 

The officer simply 
didn’t go places where 
Duke wasn’t welcome. 
His go-to neighborhood 
bar, and even his gym, 
allowed his partner to 
come along. 

“He slept in bed with 
me,” Harris said. “We did 
all the things you’re not 
supposed to do. It worked 
for us.

“I can count on one 
hand the number of times 

that we weren’t together,” 
he added.

Although Duke’s suc-
cess record and unyield-
ing determination built a 
reputation known state-
wide — on multiple occa-
sions offi cers from other 
jurisdictions started clap-
ping in victory when 
Harris and Duke pulled 
up to a scene — he, too, 
was once an untrained 
puppy. 

“It was (at the training 
academy) that I learned 
the thing that goes over 
the bed is called a bed 
scarf and it cost $80,” 
Harris said. “It was a long 
day and I wanted to bond 
with my dog, so we had 
our kennels in our rooms, 
but I fell asleep with him 
on the bed with me and I 
woke up to him (chew-
ing) and I’m like, ‘What 
the heck?’ and I look and 
this thing’s all shredded.” 

Even as Duke grew 
into his full K-9 potential 
and began tracking down 
bad guys hiding in aban-
doned Detroit homes and 
sniffi ng out a semi-auto-
matic gun tossed during 
a getaway into a field 
near a neighborhood 
filled with children, he 
kept a somewhat remark-
able balance with his off-
duty playful side. 

“He was very disci-
plined and serious when 
it came to work, but he 
was still a puppy at heart 
and would show that 
puppy side of him when 
he came to the station 
and got to socialize with 
myself and the other offi -
cers , ”  sa id  Hol ly 

Krizmanich, who retired 
from the Farms as a lieu-
tenant in 2021, and 
fondly remembers teach-
ing Duke how to give her 
a kiss for a treat. 

Even for Dan Jensen, 
the Farms director of 
public safety when Duke 
was brought in and for 
most of his career, his 
favorite memories of 
Duke have nothing much 
to do with his time on 
duty. 

“He would stand on the 
drinking fountain and 
knew how to hit the but-
ton and drink from the 
drinking fountain,” 
Jensen said. “Like a 
human, he’d stand on his 
two hind legs, hit the but-
ton and drink out of the 
drinking fountain. Then 
someone said, ‘That 
doesn’t look great if 
you’re next in line,’ so we 
then put pans on the fl oor 
with water.”

Duke knew, mostly, 
how to help himself to 
something he liked prob-
ably a bit more than 
water, too.

“He’d come in the 
backdoor with Tim and 
he’d take off and come 
down right across my 
offi ce, where my admin-
i s t ra t i ve  ass i s tan t 
Kristin’s desk is, and he 
knew she had treats in 
there,” Jensen said. “And 
he knew how to open the 
desk drawer with his paw 
and then his nose and 
grab the bag of treats. He 
couldn’t fi gure out how 
to do the Ziploc though. 
So I would catch him 
time and time again and 

go, ‘Hey Duke, Duke, 
what are you doing?’ I’d 
go in there, open the 
thing, give him a couple 
of treats and he’d take off 
down the hallway.” 

Among many contend-
ers, Thomas’ favorite 
memory of Duke is when 
she and Harris brought 
him up north to the fam-
ily cabin for the fi rst time.

“That was the fi rst time 
he had ever experienced 
water,” she said, “and at 
fi rst, because Tim went 
to throw him onto the 
foam board, he just was 
fi ghting it and fi ghting it 
and fi ghting it, so (Tim) 
took out his lacrosse ball 
to lure him in and after 
that moment, it was like 
you could not get him to 
not go in the water.

“It just seemed like he 
was his happiest every 
time we were there,” she 
added of the family 
cabin, where Duke’s fi nal 
resting place is among 
those of family pets 
throughout the years. 

Duke now jo ins 
Gretchen Valade, the 
granddaughter to the 
Carhartt fortune who 
funded Duke’s program 
and owned the Dirty Dog 
Jazz Cafe; Valade passed 
away last December.

“She loved her dogs 
and especially Duke, 
because he helped pro-
tect the community she 
loved,” her son, Mark 
Valade, said.

What made Duke so 
special, so unique even 
among other police dogs, 
in part may have been 
genetics, but just as 

Harris so openly declares 
Duke brought him every-
thing he has, Duke would 
not have been “the com-
munity glue,” as Mayor 
Louis Theros said, with-
out Harris being who he 
is. 

“Duke and Tim were 
paired to be together,” 
said Ed Arnold, team 
leader of the Grosse 
Pointe and Harper 
Woods SWAT team while 
Harris and Duke were 
operators on the team. “A 
higher calling, whatever 
it was, the two of them 
were meant to be part-
ners.”

Shores resident Sharon 
Peters met the pair in 
2015, when she donated 
a K-9 ballistic vest in 
memory of her father, 
who was a police offi cer.

“He was my first big 
donation,” Peters said, 
“and as soon as the vest 
came in, Tim was like a 
kid in a candy store, 
because it was a very 
important piece of equip-
ment and not too many of 
the K-9s had them.”

The relationship she 
formed with Harris and 
Duke spurred her to 
donate to nearly 300 K-9 
units since then. 

“To me — and I’ve met 
a lot of them — Tim is 
way up there on top as a 
K-9 handler, way up,” 
Peters said. “Like the 
nosebleed section.” 

Duke was able to build 
his reputation and make 
use of his gifts, because 
Harris always was will-
ing to take him out to a 
scene to track, no matter 
how much time had 
passed or how unlikely a 
successful outcome was. 
The offi cer simply never 
said no. 

“Tim would always be 
so eager to help other 
d e p a r t m e n t s , ” 
Krizmanich said. “If they 
had called for a K-9, Tim 
always volunteered his 
services with Duke and 
that came out of his con-
fi dence in knowing how 
good of a K-9 that Duke 
was.

“Tim put in countless 
hours of training,” she 
continued, “and just 
always aspired to be one 
of the best dog handlers 
in the state, if not the 
country, and you could 

DUKE:
Continued from page 1A

COURTESY PHOTO

Duke makes sure Riley Slattery doesn’t feel alone 
while spending an hour and a half in a hyperbaric 
chamber due to chronic illness in 2018.

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Duke never ceased to be a big hit with children at community events, particu-
larly the annual Racing for Kids on The Hill.

See DUKE, page 4A
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GROSSE POINTE CITY, 
FARMS, PARK & 
DETROIT — With con-
ceptual options now de-
veloped for a redesign of 
the Mack Avenue corri-
dor intended to bring 
both sides of the street in-
to greater unity, the 
Eastside Community 
Network is seeking com-
munity input ahead of de-
veloping its fi nal design 
recommendations.

“We’re now at a point 
where we have some 
concepts to show the 
public (and) get some 
feedback on what the 
community wants to 
see,” said Eric Dryer, 
project manager with 
OHM Advisors, the con-
sulting fi rm on the proj-
ect.

The study area consists 
of Mack Avenue from 
Connor to Moross and 
has been broken down 
into three segments 

based on where the road-
way changes.

From Conner to 
Balfour, the proposed 
options consist of:

◆  a d d i n g  c u r b 
bumpouts and striped, 
on-street parking; 

◆  a d d i n g  c u r b 
bumpouts, a landscaped 
median and parking 
lanes;

◆ or transitioning to 
three driving lanes with a 
raised mobility lane and 

curb bumpouts.
From Balfour to 

Cadieux, the proposed 
options consist of:

◆  a d d i n g  c u r b 
bumpouts and striped 
parking lanes;

◆ three driving lanes 
with parking on both 
sides and landscaped 
crossing islands;

◆ or three driving lanes 
with parking on one side, 
a raised mobility lane 
and crossing islands.

From Cadieux to 
Moross, the proposed 
options consist of:

◆  a d d i n g  c u r b 
bumpouts and striped 
parking lanes;

◆ or adding curb 
bumpouts, striped park-
ing lanes, midblock 
crossings and widened 
sidewalks.

Aside from on-street 
parking being considered 
a high priority, the 
designs also focus on 
traffi c calming. 

“How can we essen-
tially get cars to drive the 
speed limit?” Dryer 
noted. “We’re not trying 
to really slow people 
down, but the speed lim-
it’s 30 miles an hour and 
people drive 50.”

Feedback also is being 
sought on four separate 
concepts regarding uni-
fying the corridor’s iden-
tity and wayfinding 
signage.

Each features rotating 
artwork on street lights, 
but varies in its use of 

material for lettering and 
poles. 

“These are based on 
what the community had 
told us in the fi rst round,” 
Dryer said. “Really what 
they wanted to see was 
something that was clas-
sic with some natural 
touches, so a lot of these 
include wood, like cedar, 
with a protective coating, 
a lot of black metal with 
gold lettering and then 
the idea to include public 
art within each of the 
concepts was a big thing.

“The goal with this is to 

have a little bit of (a) clas-
sic touch and match the 
existing architecture and 
design that’s out there.”

To see designs of the 
concepts or take the sur-
vey, visit survey123.
a r c g i s . c o m / s h a r e /
ebe6ecfcd483479fbd
59c76a645044cc or via 
the QR code.
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26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com
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TUESDAY, JULY 25

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Shores Planning Commission meet-
ing 9 a.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Planning Commission meet-
ing, 7 p.m.

THURSDAY, JULY 27

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Public Relations Committee 
meeting, 6 p.m.

SATURDAY, JULY 29

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Synchronized Swim Show, 
10 a.m. at Lake Front Park, 23000 Jefferson, St. Clair 
Shores.

The Week Ahead

Thomas and Chris Walsh. 
The committee recom-

mended Valentine to 
council during a special 
meeting Thursday, July 
13, during which council 
unanimously voted to 
accept his application, 
conduct a background 
check and then empower 
the city attorney and 
mayor to negotiate a con-
tract.

“He has everything that 
we need,” Tomkowiak 
said of Valentine’s selec-
tion. “He comes from a 
community that’s com-
mensurate in terms of 
age and size. He under-
stands the infrastructure. 
We have a very small 
staff, so we need a city 
manager who can be 
hands-on and very active 
in working on a lot of the 
issues.

“In Birmingham, he 
started as an intern, he 
was human resources 

director, he negotiated 
contracts,” she added. 
“Just about everything 
that we need done, he has 
done, so it was a pretty 
easy answer.” 

Valentine is looking 
forward to contributing 
his professional skills and 
experience to the various 
economic development 
initiatives ongoing in the 
city, as well as to the con-
tinued success of the 
downtown district and in 
keeping the momentum 
of initiating efforts from 
the new master plan. 

“I think the city coun-
cil’s done a great job at 
managing the city,” 
Valentine said, “and I 
look forward to working 
with them and all the 
community stakeholders 
to continue the great 
work moving forward.”  

While an offi cial start 
date is not yet deter-
mined, “We’re hoping we 
will have a fi nal contract 
for council to approve at 
the August meeting,” 
Tomkowiak said.

MANAGER:
Continued from page 1A

going to have to fi nd a 
bigger street,” joked 
Abigail Turnbull, the 
chamber’s membership 
and event coordinator.

The creative lineup 
runs the span of paint-
ers, mixed media, pot-
tery,  woodworking, 
metal fi xtures, clothing, 
purses, jewelry, candles, 
succulent arrangements, 
stuffed pets and custom 
pet portraits.

The fun also will 
include therapy ponies, 
which can be pet and fed 
— “They like licorice,” 
Boettcher noted — a 
painting robot, courtesy 
of Botmasterz,  the 
Grosse Pointe all-girl 
robotics team; face 
painting and a glitter 
station with Part of Your 
W o r l d  P r i n c e s s 

Company; a giant snake 
from 2 to 4 p.m. from the 
Reptarium in Utica; car-
icatures; a kids corner 
featuring rock art; and a 
poetry station, where 
poems will be written 
based on clients saying a 
word.  

Onstage will be per-
formers The Reason You 
Came, with Bobby and 
Naomi McManus from 
10 a.m. to noon, Hannah 
Francis from noon to 3 
p.m. and Laurie and the 
Lefties from 3 to 6 p.m.

“People are encour-
aged, because there is 
going to be music all 
day, to bring their fold-
ing chairs if they’d like 
and enjoy the entertain-
ment,” Boettcher said.

While there will be 
snow cones and a beer 
tent, food trucks inten-
tionally will not be grac-
ing Kercheval. 

“We decided, because 

there’s so many restau-
rants up here, that we 
really wanted to give 
them the business 
instead,”  Boettcher 
explained. “… Even the 
(retail) businesses are 
excited we’re coming up 
on the street, because it 
allows them to open up 
their doors and have the 
thousands of people that 
are coming to the event 
bringing foot traffi c to 
their business as well.” 

Attendees are wel-
come to park in the 
municipal lot behind 
The Hill, as well as in the 
Richard Elementary 

School parking lot.
Joining gold sponsors 

London Chop House and 
The War Memorial, sil-
ver sponsors for the 
Pointe’s Art Festival are 
Blaser Design Group, 
Bolton — Johnson 
Assoc ia tes ,  Davey 
Landscaping, Emcura, 
F l o o r  C o v e r i n g s 
International ,  Ford 
House, Maple & Mill, Pet 
Supplies Plus, Real 
Estate One, Stifel, The 
Hill Association, Wayne 
County Community 
College District, Grosse 
Pointe News and Pointe 
Magazine.

don’t need a pass. Poloni 
at the time said it also 
would help public safety 
offi cers know how many 
people live in a particular 
house when responding 
to any sort of call.

“They said that infor-
mation was not accept-
able,” Poloni added. 

A consultant for the 
Grosse Pointe Public 
School System in early 
2022 said the Pointes had 
590 fewer housing units 
in 2021, compared to 
2018, in an attempt to 
explain a continued drop 
in enrollment. The report 
claimed 60 of those miss-
ing housing units 
occurred in the Shores.

During an analysis by 
the Grosse Pointe News 
of the issue, Poloni said 
the city sent out 1,053 
water bills in January 
2018, and 1,053 water 

bills in January 2021.
The Census Bureau 

began accepting appeals 
in January 2022, with 
June 30, 2023, the last 
day to fi le. Determinations 
are expected by Sept. 30, 
though the bureau’s web-
site said determinations 
primarily will be based 
on incorrect legal bound-
aries.

That could favor the 
Shores, as a small por-
tion at the north end of 
the city is in Macomb 
County while the major-
ity is in Wayne County.

An Associated Press 
article from May, how-
ever, said some of the 
nation’s largest cities, 
such as Detroit, Boston 
and Austin, have seen 
very few residents added 
through their appeals.

Poloni said the lower 
population fi gure hasn’t 
impacted any state or 
federal money the city 
has received so far, but 
could in the future.

CENSUS:
Continued from page 1A

ARTS:
Continued from page 1A

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Voting open for Mack streetscape designs

COURTESY RENDERING

The fi rst concept of four proposed options for unify-
ing the Mack Avenue corridor’s identity and way-
fi nding signage.

GROSSE POINTE PARK — Five 
construction projects in the city are 
underway or about to start.

Parking lots
Two parking lots behind busi-

nesses south of a two-block stretch 
of Kercheval between Maryland 
and Beaconsfi eld are closed due to 
construction of, yes, two parking 
lots.

The project involves building 

landscaped lots through a public-
private venture by the city Tax 
Increment Finance Authority and 
privately fi nanced Grosse Pointe 
P a r k  B u s i n e s s  D i s t r i c t 
Improvement Foundation. The 
owner of the Grosse Pointe News 
is involved with the foundation.

During construction, the city 
offers free parking behind the 
Corewell Health (formerly 
Beaumont) building on Kercheval 

between Lakepointe  and 
Beaconsfield. Park officials 
warned motorists not to test fate 
by parking in the health facility’s 
lot. Towing may result.

Meanwhile at St. Clare of 
Montefalco Catholic Church on 
Mack between Three Mile and 
Whittier, preparations are under-
way for installing a new water 
main under the campus parking 
lot between Charlevoix and Mack 
Avenue.

Park construction update

See UPDATE, page 10A
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Years from now, peo-
ple might be hearing 
about how NBA general 
manager Mac Katz 
orchestrated the latest 
big trade or free agent 
signing. That is what 
Katz, a recent graduate 
of University Liggett 
School, hopes will one 
day be the case — and is 
why he is putting in the 
work now to get there. 

The past few summers, 
Katz has spent time in 
Las Vegas working 
toward his dream of one 
day working in basket-
ball by working at the 
NBA Summer League. 
He made the trip again 
this July and spent the 
last few weeks serving as 
a team attendant for the 
Miami Heat.

“I go to practices and 
games and set up the 
locker rooms,” Katz said. 
“I get to be behind the 
bench doing stuff like fi ll-
ing up waters, helping 
the physical therapists. 

… I served as a ball boy 
for two years and got 
promoted and assigned 
to the Miami Heat last 
year and this year they 
asked for me back. It’s 
been really fun.”

While it may not be the 
most glamorous position, 
Katz knows it is the kind 
of work needed in order 
to reach his goal of being 
in an NBA front office 
some day. It also simply 
comes down to his love 
for the game of basket-
ball. 

Katz enjoys being on 
the court and played var-
sity basketball at Liggett, 
one of four varsity sports 
he participated in over 
the years. His real pas-
sion when it comes to 
basketball, however, has 
evolved into enjoying 
what goes on behind the 
scenes. Some might con-
sider Katz a basketball 
analytics guru, but that 
knowledge did not neces-
sarily come from his time 
on the court, rather his 
time spent with an Xbox 
controller.

“I got the Xbox One for 
Christmas when it first 
came out and it came 
with NBA 2K14,” Katz 
said. “I became obsessed 
with the GM mode where 
you get to run a team and 
trade guys and sign play-
ers and all that stuff. I 
was playing so much and 
I kind of memorized 
every guy in the NBA at 
that point and where they 
played and how much 
money they made. … It 
really fascinated me and 
made it my dream to 
work in an NBA front 
offi ce or just be involved 
in the game of basket-
ball.”

His dream is to work in 
basketball, but Katz 
made sure he got to try 
his hand in as many 
sports as possible. Each 
fall, Katz played on 
Liggett’s varsity boys 
soccer team and threw 

on the pads during week-
ends as kicker for the 
Knights’ football team. 

Then it was on to basket-
ball in the winter and 
baseball in spring.

“I was always playing 
multiple sports at a time 
from a young age,” Katz 
said. “… I think my favor-
ite sport to play was soc-
cer. Coach (David) 
Dwaihy is such a great 
person and coach. … And 
my favorite team was this 
varsity baseball team this 
year. We’re all great 
friends and grew up play-
ing baseball together. 
Even though we came up 
short in the end, it was 
great to have one last 
ride with those guys.”

Katz is not going to 
play sports in college, but 
is looking forward to 
focusing his academics 
on helping him reach his 
dream career. He soon 
will make the move to 
central New York to 
begin his freshman year 
at Syracuse University. 
Katz has not settled on a 

major yet, but plans on 
working his way into 
business school. 

Even before Katz takes 
a seat in his fi rst college 
class, his resume already 
is impressive. Few of his 
classmates likely will 
have had the experience 
Katz has gotten working 
at the Summer League. 
Even better, in Katz’s 
eyes, are the people he 
has had the opportunity 
to meet. Brushing elbows 
with his heroes is not 
only pretty cool, but also 
can establish connec-
tions that might one day 
help him take the helm of 
an NBA franchise. 

“I get to talk to people 
like Duncan Robinson 
after a game and I’m a 
huge Michigan fan, so I 
couldn’t let that opportu-
nity go by,” Katz 
said. “It’s so cool just see-
ing some of these guys 
walk by and be able to 
say ‘What’s up?’ to them.”

By Mike Adzima
Staff Writer

Pointer works toward NBA dream at Summer League

Above, football was one of four varsity sports Katz 
participated in at Liggett, serving as the team’s kick-
er. Right, Katz’s senior year with the Knights ended 
in a trip to the Division 2 baseball state champion-
ship game.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Katz played varsity basketball at Liggett and is continuing to work in the game 
by being a team attendant for the Miami Heat at this year’s NBA Summer 
League.

definitely see that in 
Duke’s working style.”

Harris wasn’t just quick 

to bring Duke to the aid 
of law enforcement. The 
K-9 became a staple at 
community events, easy 
to spot simply by the 
crowd of kids always 
huddled around him, as 

Harris passed out custom 
Duke baseball cards.  

The two were bonded 
in a shared desire to help 
in any way they could. 

“When we lost our 
(dog) Charlie, our Charlie 

used to leave her nose 
prints on the glass at the 
front of our house and we 
had window washers 
coming to wash them 
and Riley was so wor-
ried,” Heidi Slattery 
recalled, “so I asked 
Officer Harris if there 
was a way to preserve the 
nose prints and he came 
over with a fi ngerprint-
ing kit and preserved 
Charlie’s nose prints for 
us.”

Harris, and others who 
k n e w  h i m ,  o f t e n 
described Duke as so 
much more than a pet, or 
even a dog. He was intel-
ligent, hard-working, 
kind and loved his part-
ner more than anything 
else in his world — with 
only the possible excep-
tion of his lacrosse ball.  

“Obviously, he wasn’t a 
human,” Thomas said, 
“but he was better than 
that, because of just how 
well they complemented 
each other and the team-
work that they did with 
one another.”

DUKE:
Continued from page 2A

Above, Duke in the 
early days of his 
career with Sgt. 
Tim Harris and 
Gretchen Valade 
in 2014. Left, Duke 
has all his atten-
tion on his partner 
Sgt. Tim Harris 
during a demon-
stration at Kerby 
Elementary 
School’s 2022 end 
of year carnival.

PHOTOS BY 
RENEE LANDUYT
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City of Grosse Pointe

Stolen from car
A pair of Persol sun-

glasses and a phone 
charger were stolen from 
an unlocked vehicle in 
the 700 block of Lincoln 
between 6 p.m. Monday, 
July 10, and noon the 
next day.

Youths
Two teenage boys rum-

maged through an 
unlocked 2021 Jeep 
Cherokee in the 900 
block of Rivard at 4:35 
a.m. Tuesday, July 11. 
Nothing was taken, but 
items inside were strewn 
around the vehicle.

Fraud
A Grosse Pointe man 

discovered Tuesday, July 
11, a fraudulent account 
was opened in his name 
at a Chime Bank in 
California. 

Suspicious van
A white Ford transit 

van was reported 
Tuesday, July 11, for 
parking multiple times 
on private property 
behind a Cranford Lane 
residence.

I spy
A suspect attempted to 

steal a large amount of 
Monster Energy drinks 
from a business in the 
16000 block of Kercheval 
at 10:20 a.m. Wednesday, 
July 12, but abandoned 
the items near the exit 
when he noticed the 
manager and other store 
personnel watching him.

He is described as a 
25-year-old white man 
with light hair, driving a 
Chrysler  four-door 
sedan. 

Delivery
A Grosse Pointe man’s 

credit card was used to 
deliver a pizza to an 
address on Chatsworth 
in Detroit at 4 p.m. 
Thursday, July 13. 

Authority fi gure
Offi cers responded to a 

patient refusing to leave 
a local hospital at 1:40 
a.m. Friday, July 14. He 
left upon their arrival.

Account fraud
An unknown person 

attempted to make three 
online transactions from 
a Grosse Pointe man’s 
credit union account 
Friday, July 14.

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the City of 
Grosse Pointe Public 

Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Farms

Loss of life
A black 2023 Jeep 

Grand Cherokee was sto-
len from the 200 block of 
Hillcrest between 9:45 
p.m. Monday, July 10, 
and 8:30 a.m. the next 
day. It was unlocked with 
the keys under the driv-
er’s seat. 

The owner was able to 
access the vehicle’s loca-
tion through the Jeep 
app, but as officers 
approached, the vehicle 
struck an oncoming car 
near Kelly and Morang 
before overturning sev-
eral times.

An unknown deceased 
male was found in the 
driver’s seat. 

Vehicle 
break-ins

Car thieves perused the 
Farms throughout the 
past week.

Incidents apart from 
the one above include:

◆ A Costco member-
ship card, Detroit Athletic 
Club parking pass and 
Chase Bank debit card 
were stolen from a Jeep 
Grand Cherokee in the 
100 block of Vendome 
between 9:30 p.m. 
Monday, July 10, and 8 
a.m. the next morning.

◆ A would-be thief only 
was successful in smash-
ing a window and caus-
ing interior damage to a 
gold 2015 Kia Soul 
parked in the 200 block 
of Fisher between 10 
p.m. Tuesday, July 11, 
and 7 a.m. the next morn-
ing.

◆ Another would-be 
thief left a window 
smashed and the steering 
column cover detached 
from a black 2020 Kia 
Optima at some point 
between Tuesday, July 
11, and 7:15 a.m. 
Thursday, July 13. 

◆ A wallet was stolen 
from an unlocked black 
2015 Jeep Cherokee in 
the 300 block of Piche 
be tween  11  p .m. 
Saturday, July 15, and 9 
a.m. the next morning.

◆ Another wallet was 
stolen from an unlocked 
black 2011 Mercedes 
Benz in the 400 block of 
Hillcrest between 10 p.m. 
Saturday, July 15, and 
8:56 a.m. the next morn-
ing. 

◆ A wallet containing 
credit cards, as well as an 
iPhone 11 and AirPods, 
were stolen from an 
unlocked Jeep Grand 

Cherokee on Calvin 
between 6 p.m. Saturday, 
July 15, and 6 a.m. the 
next morning. 

◆ A wallet was stolen 
from a gray 2022 Lincoln 
Corsair in the 300 block 
of Hillcrest between 8 
p.m. Saturday, July 15, 
and 8:30 a.m. the next 
morning.

◆ At 4:24 a.m. Sunday, 
July 16, home surveil-
lance footage in the 300 
block of Hillcrest picked 
up an unknown suspect 
checking the doors to 
cars in the homeowner’s 
driveway. When he saw 
the doors were locked, he 
left the area. 

A Nixle from the public 
safety department was 
sent to residents Monday, 
reminding car owners to 
lock vehicles, roll up the 
windows and not to leave 
valuables in the car or 
visible. 

Stolen bike 
A light blue Liv inter-

mediate-sized mountain 
bike with fl ower saddle 
bags was stolen from the 
100 block of Vendome 
overnight into Tuesday, 
July 11. 

Made you look
Two men stole $81.60 

worth of cigarettes when 
the clerk at a business in 
the 19000 block of Mack 
turned his back to 
retrieve more packs at 
1:38 p.m. Wednesday, 
July 12.

The suspects are 
described as two approx-
imately 30-year-old black 
men. The fi rst had long 
black hair styled in 
dreadlocks and was 
wearing a blue “Bathing 
Apes” T-shirt and ornate 
glasses. The second had 
short black hair, a mus-
tache or goatee and was 
wearing a white T-shirt. 

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Farms Public Safety, 
(313) 885-2100.

Grosse Pointe Park

Car break-ins
Prowlers plus unlocked 

and unattended parked 
vehicles describe the set-
ting in which at least 
three of four larcenies 
from autos were reported 
last week.

The fi rst happened on 
Pointe Park Place 
between 3 p.m. Monday, 
July 10, and 7 a.m. the 
next day. The victim 
reported $50 taken.

Then, during a two-
day-and-night period 
starting 3 p.m. Tuesday, 
July 11, someone stole 
$50 in currency from an 
unlocked vehicle parked 
in the driveway of a 
house in the 1300 block 
of Audubon.

In the 1100 block of 
Devonshire overnight 
Wednesday, July 12, 
someone took $12 in cur-
rency from an unlocked 
vehicle parked in a drive-
way.

Last ly ,  during a 
24-hour timeframe start-
ing 6 p.m. Wednesday, 
July 12, someone entered 
a vehicle parked curbside 
in the 1100 block of 
Maryland and took $5.

Nab thief
Police drydocked a 

buccaneering porch 
pirate at 6:42 a.m. Friday, 
July 15, in the 1100 block 
of Berkshire.

Officers said they 
found the 30-year-old 
Detroit male suspect in 
possession of packages 
he’d taken off the front 
porch of a nearby resi-
dence.

“Offi cers responded to 
the area on a report of a 
suspicious subject carry-

ing a package,” accord-
ing to police.

Plate taken
A license plate was 

reported removed from a 
vehicle parked between 
5:30 p.m. Thursday, July 
14, and 3:30 p.m. the next 
day in the driveway of a 
house in the 1400 block 
of Berkshire.

Crashes 
stolen car

A bad guy came and 
went shortly before 3 
a.m. Monday, July 17, in 
the 1300 block of 
S o m e r s e t  n e a r 
Charlevoix.

Offi cers responding to 
a two-vehicle crash spot-
ted the unknown driver 
of one of the vehicles, a 
2021  Jeep  Grand 
Cherokee, run away to a 
third vehicle and leave 
the area.

Records showed the 
Jeep to be stolen.

— Brad Lindberg
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the Grosse 
Pointe Park Public Safety 
Department, (313) 822-
7400.

Grosse Pointe Shores

Unlicensed
A 63-year-old Detroit 

woman was ticketed for 
not having a valid driv-
er’s license or proof of 

insurance after being 
pulled over for speeding 
o n  s o u t h b o u n d 
L a k e s h o r e  n e a r 
Provencal around 11 
p.m. Thursday, July 13.

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about this and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Shores Public Safety, 
(313) 881-5500.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Debit card debt
A resident in the 1900 

block of Broadstone fi led 
a report around 4 p.m. 
Monday, July 10, after a 
debit card was sent to his 
previous address. When 
he contacted the bank, he 
was told the card already 
had $1,892 in charges on 
it.

Drinking & drugs
A 23-year-old Warren 

man was arrested around 
6:15 p.m. Friday, July 14, 
after telling offi cers he’d 
been drinking and used 
crack cocaine when he 
was found in his vehicle 
on Allard near Harper.

Officers were sent to 
check on the man and 
found him sitting in his 
vehicle yelling and 
throwing things around.

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Woods Public Safety, 
(313) 343-2400.

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— A swim meet always 
breaks out when the 
Mutants, Warriors, 
Norbs, Sharks and 
Barracudas get together.

The biggest meet of the 
year is next week at 
Windmill Pointe Park at 
the foot of Windmill 
Pointe Drive in Grosse 
Pointe Park.

The  Lake  Front 
Swimming Association 
Championships, better 
known as the swim fi nals, 
pits municipal teams 
from all five Grosse 
Pointes in a flurry of 
white water, flip turns 
and chants of “stroke, 

stroke, stroke.”
Preliminary heats are 

Monday and Tuesday, 
July 24 and 25. Finals are 
Wednesday, July 26.

Here’s the schedule:
◆ Monday, July 24: 

9:30 a.m. prelims for 10 
and under.

◆ Tuesday, July 25: 
9:30 a.m. prelims for 11 
and up.

◆ Wednesday, July 26: 
5:30 p.m. fi nals begin.

The rain date schedule 
is 9 a.m. Thursday, July 
27.

 — Brad Lindberg

Swim fi nals 
next week

At The Helm, we know everyone takes their own 
path through life. We’re here to make the journey 
more fun and rewarding. The Helm is where you can 
enjoy a favorite hobby or discover a new one. Watch 
a movie or play a game of cards. Take an exercise 
class or learn a new language. Find resources 
when you need extra assistance. We’re here 
to help you stay connected and engaged. 
Visit us online or in person and see all the 
ways The Helm can help you get more 
out of your journey.

A HUB OF ACTIVITY. A HOME FOR LEARNING. 
THE HEART OF THE COMMUNITY.

COMING UP
• Brainstorming
• A Matter of Balance
• Hearing Health
• Cranbrook House Field Trip
• Courtyard Cookout & 
   Karaoke
• Out-to-Lunch Bunch

VISIT: HELMLIFE.ORG
313.882.9600

The Helm 
158 Ridge Road 
Grosse Pointe Farms

LIFE’S A JOURNEY.  
FIND YOUR WAY.

072023
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23 313-882-SAFE (7233)
19261 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Woods, 48236

FREE!FREE!
Monitored Home
Security System

With $99 activation charge
and purchase of alarm

monitoring services.
w w w. P o i n t A l a r m . c o m
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D
ear GPPSS community,

I am aware of information 
being shared in the commu-
nity regarding the future of 
the Trombly Elementary 
School site and building. The 

purpose of this guest column is 
to provide accurate information 
for our community regarding 
Trombly and to reduce unnec-
essary anxiety and worry 
caused by incomplete or incor-
rect information:

◆ Trombly is not and has 
never been for sale.

◆ Several months ago the 
Board of Education formed a 
commit tee  that  inc ludes 
Trustees David Brumbaugh, Sean Cotton 
and Ginny Jeup; members of GPPSS 
administration; members of the Grosse 
Pointe Park City Council, including Mayor 
Michele Hodges; as well as members of 
the Park administration to review options 
for the Trombly site that would be mutu-
ally beneficial for GPPSS and the commu-
nity. This committee continues to meet.

◆ Any final decision regarding Trombly 
would be made by the Board of Education.

Trustee Cotton has shared publicly, “I 
did not run for the BoE with the long-term 
plan to sell Trombly to a charter school or 
to sell Trombly to anyone. I am not affili-
ated with Hill Pointe and neither is anyone 
in my family. … I am all in for the GPPSS.”

As stated by our Board President Ahmed 
Ismail, “The Board of Education must act 
as a wise steward of the funds and assets 
entrusted to us, such as the Trombly build-
ing.” 

He added, “That is why I formed a com-
mittee last winter to study what would be 
the best use of that site for our schools and 
the broader community.”

The best use of Trombly is one that pro-
vides value to both the Grosse Pointe Park 
community and the Grosse Pointe Public 
School System.  A charter school is neither 
needed by our community, nor appropri-
ate for Trombly.

Our administration and board agree that 
enrollment is a focus. As you know, since 
Proposal A passed in 1994, the vast major-
ity of our school funding comes from the 
state of Michigan in a per-pupil allocation. 
Why would we sell or lease a building to a 
competitor that could exacerbate declin-
ing enrollment? The Hill Pointe leader-

ship’s assertion that such an arrangement 
would be a win-win is a fallacy.

Our district will continue to study the 
root cause of enrollment changes through 
exit surveys, interviews and listening ses-
sions as we have consistently done the last 

three years. We know the 
primary causes of our enroll-
ment loss include declining 
birth rates, limited housing 
stock on the market and 
families choosing other 
options due to COVID and 
masking policies. We were 
pleased that for this past 
school year our enrollment 
exceeded projections pro-
vided by Plante Moran 

CRESA.
GPPSS has worked hard to win students 

back and show them the depth and breadth 
of offerings we provide. GPPSS is an 
amazing place for students to grow and 
learn. Compare our 126-page high school 
program of studies, including 27 Advanced 
Placement classes and a growing Career 
and Technical Education program, our 30 
varsity sports, our fine and performing 
arts, and our Grammy Award-winning 
music programs to the curricular, co-cur-
ricular and extra-curricular offerings else-
where, or lack thereof.

Leaders make difficult decisions that 
keep funding focused on our core mission, 
which is student learning. I continue to be 
proud of the educational opportunities 
provided to all of our students.  

Dr. M. Jon Dean is the superintendent of 
the Grosse Pointe Public School System.

Appalled

To the Editor:
As a retired nurse I was appalled to read 

a public safety report (July 13, 2023) stating 
that a police offi cer was bitten by a suspect 
and subsequently was refused treatment by 
a nurse at a local hospital because he was 
armed. In the nursing profession, nurses do 
not get to choose which patients they treat. 
As Florence Nightingale said, nurses should 
“zealously seek to nurse those who are ill 
wherever they may be and whenever they 
are in need.” This “nurse” would perhaps 
be better off in a different kind of work. My 
thanks to the offi cers who also don’t get to 
choose the people they encounter every 
day.

ALICE KOSINSKI, R.N., BSN
Grosse Pointe Farms

LETTERS
The Grosse Pointe News welcomes your letters to the edi-

tor. All letters should be typed, double-spaced and signed. 

Letters longer than 250 words may be edited for length. 

All letters may be edited for content. We reserve the right 

to refuse any letter. Include daytime phone number for 

verifi cation or questions. The deadline for letters is 3 p.m. 

Monday. Letters to the editor may by emailed to editor@

grossepointenews.com.

F R O M  T H E  P U B L I S H E R

S
unshiney summer is in full swing here 
in the Pointes, despite an air quality 
warning or fi ve. The grass is green, 
the parks are full, lemonade stands 
are aplenty and here at the Grosse 
Pointe News, things are equally as fun 

(if we do say so ourselves).
In this issue you will find our third annual Best 

of the Best special section, presenting all of the 
winners of this year’s contest. This is a fantastic 
tool to keep on hand at home and reference 
whenever you need a reminder of where to shop 
or find the best services in 
town.

Now, we know that all 
of the businesses around 
are top notch — because 
we are a picky bunch and 
only the strong survive — 
but the votes have been 
counted and these lucky 
few get bragging rights 
for a whole year. And 
regardless of who won or who did not, please be 
sure to shop local as much as possible. 

My challenge to you for the summer is this: 
Delete your Amazon app and spend your hard-
earned money in your friends’ and neighbors’ 
shops. Trust me, you’ll find almost everything 
you could want and you’ll feel good about doing 
it.

Today we are also kicking off our second 
annual Athlete of the Year contest. Readers will 
choose one male and one female winner, whom 
you deem most deserving of the accolades and a 
$500 scholarship.  

This year we had 44 impressive athletes from 
Grosse Pointe North, Grosse Pointe South and 
University Liggett School. The choices will not 
be easy, but once you read about the talent and 
hard work these athletes put in, you will find 
yourself inspired about the talent that is in our 
own hometown. 

Be sure to cast your votes (one per day, per IP 
address) at grossepointenews.com/athlete or fill 
out the form in this week’s paper on page 3D.  

And to cap off all of this good news, the Grosse 
Pointe News now has an app! Download it in the 
app store on your phone and take advantage of 

cool features like an 
easy-to-read e-edi-
tion and so much 
more! To make it 
even easier, simply 
use one of these QR 
codes to take you 
straight to the app.  

We are so happy to 
bring you innovative 
and on-the-go ways 
to stay informed and 
entertained, includ-
ing your choices for 
GP’s best businesses 
and most accom-
plished and inspiring 
athletes.

Is there something 
you would like us to 
cover? Let us know at 
media@grossepointe
news.com. Happy 
reading!

Best of the 
Best and more

ILLUSTRATION BY KEN SCHOP

An accurate update regarding 
Trombly site and building
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W
h e n 
y o u 
g i v e 
a girl 
a 
b e s t 

buddy, she gains another 
friend rather than losing 
her sister to mother-
hood. And — if she’s re-

ally, really lucky — she 
gets an older brother out 
of the deal too.

When you give a girl a 
best buddy, she thinks 
videos of the little guy 
cooing in the middle of 
the night are cute as 
heck — until she’s stuck 
up north in the same 
room as him and it’s 4 
a.m.

When you give a girl a 
best buddy, she finds 
she doesn’t care all that 
much when her nice 
white blouse gets a giant 
pee stain down the front 
before the family even 
s i t s  d o w n  f o r 

Thanksgiving dinner. 
She’s not quite up to his 
parents’ level of catch-
ing vomit in her hands 
because it’s easier to 
clean than the carpet, 
though.  

When you give a girl a 
best buddy, she gets 
more enjoyment out of 
walking the hotel hall-
way rocking him to sleep 
than she would joining 
the other travelers to 
chat over a continental 
breakfast. She’ll even 
happily leave a wedding 
reception to put him to 
bed — even if he ends up 
screaming for a good, 

long time and his mom 
comes back to her fail-
ure. 

When you give a girl a 
best buddy, her iPhone 
storage quickly skyrock-
ets to a grand total of 
14,513 photos. Only 
about 3,000 are screen-
shots of things she 
swore she would need to 
remember and never 
looked at again.

When you give a girl a 
b e s t  b u d d y ,  s h e 
unleashes a menace on 
anyone with muscle pain 
by teaching him that 
every crouched back is 
an invitation for a piggy-

back ride.  
When you give a girl a 

best buddy, she’ll find 
herself crawling into a 
mini ball pit, a leftover 
cardboard box and hid-
ing behind a crib with 
open slats during hide-
and-go-seek.

When you give a girl a 
best  buddy,  she’ l l 
rewatch the video of his 
limp-armed wave about 
100 b i l l ion t imes, 
because she was the fi rst 
person he ever waved 
goodbye to by himself.

When you give a girl a 
best buddy, if she’s wise, 
she’ l l  spend every 

chance to rock him to 
sleep praying over the 
little guy’s future. 

When you give a girl a 
best buddy, she’ll mar-
vel over his intelligence, 
over his desire to help 
out with tasks that he 
proves time and time 
again aren’t actually too 
big for a 14-month-old, 
and over his cute little 
nose. 

And, when you give a 
best buddy a girl, he 
gains someone who has 
his back for life — even 
if he goes through an 
awful  teenage boy 
phase.

When you give a girl a best buddy
I  S AY  By Laurel Kraus

1948
75 years ago this week

PARK COUNCIL RAPS 
AUTO CLUB:  The 
Commissioners of Grosse 
Pointe Park are far from 
pleased with the dilatory 
tactics displayed by the 
Automobile Club of 
Michigan in connection 
with the planned erection 
of a new clubhouse at 
Somerset and Jefferson, 
permission for which was 
given by the village more 
than two and one half 
years ago. … Club offi cials 
stated that they intend to 
build the new structure 
(but) they were still adher-
ing to their excuse of wait-
ing until building costs 
come down.

SHORES GETTING 
READY TO FORM PLAN 
COMMISSION: At the 
meeting of the Village 
Trustees of Grosse Pointe 
Shores, there was a gen-
eral discussion of the pro-
posal to provide a planning 
commission for the village. 
It was believed this matter 
should no longer be 
neglected and that a com-
mission should be pro-
vided for based on the 
state law.

BALL DIAMOND 
PLAN OPPOSED: A vig-
orous protest was lodged 

with the Park Village 
Commissioners by Earl R. 
Perkins against the devel-
opment of a baseball dia-
mond on the municipally 
owned property at the foot 
of Three Mile Drive. Mr. 
Perkins is spokesman for 
a group of residents 
opposed to any diamond. 
Their objection is on the 
score of noise and the gen-
eral disturbance of the 
quiet and peace of the 
neighborhood.

1973
50 years ago this week

FARMS ADOPTS 
ZONING LAW: A group 
of Farms residents, a 
majority from Beverly 
Road, packed the Farms 
council chambers, appar-
ently concerned with the 
proposed enactment of a 
newly revised zoning ordi-
nance which has been in 
the making for the past 
nine months. It appeared 
that the prime concern of 
the citizens was that such 
an ordinance would per-
mit the subdividing and 
building of townhouses 
and condominiums on the 
Rose Terrace estate of the 
late Anna Thompson 
Dodge.

F A R M S  L I M I T S 
PARKING AROUND 

COTTAGE HOSPITAL:
Signs limiting parking to 
only two hours during the 
period from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Monday through 
Friday, have been posted 
in areas surrounding 
Cottage Hospital. The 
signs were installed after 
petitions were received 
from residents of streets in 
the vicinity of the hospital 
who had complained to 
the Farms council that vis-
itors and hospital and Hill 
business personnel have 
been monopolizing park-
ing in front of their homes, 
leaving vehicles parked all 
day.

1998
25 years ago this week

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
LANDS CIRCA 1850 
CABIN: A piece of 
Michigan history has 
found a new home on the 
grounds of the headquar-
ters of the Grosse Pointe 
Historical Society. A log 
cabin dating circa 1850 
and billed to society presi-
dent Charles Berschback 
as the oldest building in 
Macomb County will be 
erected in the back yard of 
the Provencal-Weir House 
on Kercheval in Grosse 
Pointe Farms. The 10-by-
14-foot cabin was donated 
to the society by Christ 
Church Grosse Pointe.

SCHOOL BOARD 

INFIGHTING AND 
KONRAD SWORN IN: 
Although the Grosse 
Pointe public school board 
internal elections were 
completed at the July 7 
organizational meeting, 
the internecine fractious-
ness between what 
appears to be a minority 
split and majority coalition 
will most likely continue 
throughout the upcoming 
school year. Board mem-
ber John Mills dramati-
cally declined nomination 
for treasurer, accusing his 
colleagues in a short but 
emotional monologue, “I 
hear a lot about ending 
this divisiveness and ‘com-
ing together’ to work as 
one board. But it appears 
that the results of this 
(trustees) election were 
predetermined.”

L I B R A R Y 
F O U N D A T I O N 
RECEIVES $10,000 GIFT: 
Don Sweeney is smiling. 
As president of the Grosse 
Pointe Public Library 

Endowment, he recently 
received an unsolicited 
check for $10,000 donated 
by Grosse Pointe Farms 
resident Stephen R. 
Vartanian. “All he asked 
for in return were three 
things,” Sweeney said. “A 
plaque in the audio-visual 
room of the central library 
with name of donor; a for-
mal gifts campaign to 
solicit matching funds; 
and an article in the Grosse 
Pointe News.”

2013
10 years ago this week

WORSHIPPING IN 
T H E  G R E A T 
OUTDOORS: The name 
“Trinity Terrace” came to 
Maureen and Joseph 
Kaiser of Grosse Pointe 
Farms while they were fl y-
ing. Was it divine inspira-
tion by the nature of their 
venue? As benefactors of 

Grosse Pointe Memorial 
Church’s new outdoor 
worship space, Trinity 
Terrace, the couple mod-
estly says, “We have been 
blessed.” Trinity Terrace 
transformed the green 
space where years of sum-
mer services were held 
into a designated gather-
ing site to be used not only 
for worship services but 
picnics, classes, weddings 
and memorial services. 

MR. BASEBALL: 
Grosse Pointe South 
senior Carmen Benedetti 
was named co-Mr. 
Baseball 2013 by the 
Michigan High School 
B a s e b a l l  C o a c h e s 
Association, along with 
Temperance Bedford 
pitcher Jackson Lamb. 
Benedetti hit .500 this sea-
son with six home runs, 33 
RBIs and 32 walks. He set 
the school record for 
career home runs with 22. 
Benedetti is playing base-
ball for the University of 
Michigan this fall.

YESTERDAY’S HEADLINES

072023

MACOMB COUNTY
21915 Greater Mack 

St. Clair Shores
Between 8 & 9 Mile

586.285.5634586.285.5634

OAKLAND COUNTY
616 S. Lapeer Rd. 

Lake Orion
Just North of Clarkston Rd.

248.289.1065248.289.1065

Hours:
Monday — Friday: 9:30-5:30 

Saturday: 10-3 
Sunday: Closed

www.shoresfireplace.com

072023

Large Selection
of Direct Vent &

Vent Free Inserts,
Stoves & Linear

Fireplaces

Free In Home Estimate
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Clearance Sale 

k

Up To

30% Off
Select Units

While Supplies Last

Outdoor Gas Grills,
& Outdoor Firepits

OAKLAND COUNT

15  S H O R E C R E S T  C I R C L E  S O U T H
G R O S S E  P O I N T E  S H O R E S  $ 5 9 9 , 9 0 0

For more info contact, 313.881.0740

Main Level:
2,080 sq.ft.

3 Bedrooms,
2 Full, 1 Half Baths

Nicely Finished Basement
w/ Laundry Rm

Lot: 0.28
Acres

Grosse Pointe 
Schools

Attached 2+
Car Garage072023

   OPEN

  SUNDAY 1-3
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cincts 4, 5, 6, and 7.
Early in-person voting 

and absentee voting 
started July 7.

Vote early in person at 
city hall, 15115 E.
Jefferson at the corner of 
Maryland 8 a.m. to 4:40 
p.m. weekdays.

Submit absentee bal-
lots to the city clerk’s 
offi ce inside city hall or 
an outdoor dropbox near 
the building’s main 
entrance.

For pre-primary cover-
age, each candidate was 
asked the following ques-
tions: name, age, educa-
t i o n  b a c k g r o u n d , 
employment if any; and

◆ If elected to council, 
what do you want to 
accomplish in your fi rst 
term?

◆ What do you think 
the current council is 
doing correctly, if any-
thing?

◆ What would you do 
differently than the cur-
rent council, if anything?

◆ Here’s the last and 
best part. Add anything 
you want.

Candidates were asked 
to cap answers at about 
15 column inches of 
copy. Responses appear 
alphabetically.

Brent Dreaver
◆ Age: 38
◆ Education: MBA, 

University of Michigan 
Ross School of Business 
(corporate strategy and 
operations manage-
ment); Lean Six Sigma, 
University of Michigan; 
BA,  Univers i ty  of 
Michigan (philosophy).

◆ Employment: I am a 
senior business analyst at 
Rocket Central, and have 
worked for the Family of 
Companies since college, 
for over 10 years. Before 

college, I served in the 
Marine Corps, including 
as a crew chief and 
Sergeant of Marines for 
Marine One. I served for 
six years over two presi-
dential administrations.

Principally, I want to 
increase transparency 
and give residents a 
greater view and voice. 
Council’s decisions and 
consideration will be 
more robust, well-consid-
ered, and thoughtful with 
more resident input; they 
will also be better 
accepted by the commu-
nity when community-
member voices have 
been included, and coun-
cil will enjoy better com-
munity trust when it 
offers transparency in 
return.

My first term, I will 
work to improve access 
to meetings, minutes, 
and upcoming decisions.

I admire council’s tire-
less work to improve our 
city while balancing com-
plex budgets and imple-
menting plans that are 
even more complex than 
the budgets.

In addition to the above 
points about transpar-
ency and participation, I 
would apply my strategy 
and operations manage-
ment background to 
implement accountabil-
ity measures to proposed 
plans in order to keep 
them (1) on track with 
timelines to the extent 
possible, and (2) faithful 

to the plans initially pro-
posed to the community 
and approved by council 
as they reach completion.

In particular, we are 
overdue for a compre-
hensive infrastructure 
fi nancing plan.

I enthusiastically invite 
anyone who wants to 
learn more about me or 
my campaign platform to 
go for a coffee or beer 
around town. I love learn-
ing about the issues that 
are important to my 
neighbors and bouncing 
ideas around. Just don’t 
ask me about my kid or 
my car if you have plans 
immediately afterward.

Jay Kennedy
◆ Age: 68
◆ Education: BBA in 

accounting with honors 
from the University of 
Michigan School of 
Business Administration 
(now the Ross Business 
S c h o o l ) ;  J u r i s 
Doctor cum laude from 
the  Univers i ty  o f 
Michigan Law School.

◆  E m p l o y m e n t : 
Attorney at Warner 
Norcross + Judd LLP in 
Detroit.

If elected to council, 
my overall goal is to 
maintain Grosse Pointe 
Park as a city of choice 
for young families. My 
top priorities for my fi rst 
term are public safety, 
completing the EERV, 
reviewing other infra-
structure needs and help-

ing shape the best 
possible outcome for 
Trombly School. 

I believe that the cur-
rent council is properly 
focused on maintaining a 
b a l a n c e d  b u d g e t . 
However, there should be 
more emphasis on strate-
gic, long-term planning 
that recognizes public 
safety and infrastructure 
as top priorities.

I have been a resident 
of Grosse Pointe Park for 
a total of over 50 years. I 
grew up on Trombley 
Road and later lived there 
with my wife Laura and 
children John, Alexander 
and Emily. My children 
and I attended Trombly 
School, Pierce and 
Grosse Pointe South 
High School. I am a 
30-year trustee and past 
president of the Grosse 
Pointe Park Foundation. 
I am also a past chair of 
the State Bar of Michigan 
Taxation Section and 
was the 2019 Best 
Lawyers Detroit Tax 
Lawyer of the Year.

For more information, 
please visit my website at 
j k e n n e d y f o r g p p c i t y
council.org.

Tim Kolar
◆ Age: 42
◆ Education: MBA — 

Gies College of Business, 
Univers i ty  I l l ino is 
Urbana-Champaign. 
Bachelor’s in accounting, 
finance, international 
studies — Kelley School 
of Business; Indiana 
University Bloomington.

◆ Employment: State 
Office Administrator – 
State of Michigan.

Early in my fi rst term, I 
will create a clear com-
municat ion  f rame-
work. This will allow for 
expanded community 
engagement and direct 
communication between 

the council and Park res-
idents. This direct com-
m u n i c a t i o n  a n d 
transparency will allow 
me (and the council) to 
better address continu-
ing concerns regarding 
public safety, our city 
budget and our city’s 
infrastructure needs.

Most of our council 
members (and our 
mayor) claim they are 
“getting things done.” I 
believe that their version 
of “getting things done” 
at best falls short.

The lack of transpar-
ency, lack of appropriate 
community engagement, 
and all-around bad deci-
sion-making (particu-
larly with land deals) has 
been documented.

And where are we 
now?

The city removed the 
previous director of pub-
lic safety solely for bud-
getary reasons and has 
left our public safety 
department short-staffed. 
The key crime metrics 
are up 61 percent year-
over-year.

The city has begun to 
address the needs of our 
aging infrastructure sys-
tems, but where is the 
comprehensive plan to 
address the $91 million 
in infrastructure needs 
the city manager identi-
fied when selling last 
fall’s tax increase to the 
community? How many 
lead pipes have been 
replaced as required by 
state law?

The city has also failed 
to capitalize on the grant 
funding opportunities 
our neighboring commu-
nities have received.

The city ran a budget 
defi cit which saw them 
sell a city-owned prop-
erty at a signifi cant loss 
in order to get the cur-
rent budget back into the 

black.
The city allowed bull-

dozers to show up unan-
nounced feet from our 
citizens’ homes as neigh-
boring homes were lev-
eled to make way for 
parking lots.

Our relationship with 
our neighbor, Detroit, 
has soured and the city 
has been subject to nega-
tive publicity because of 
failures of communica-
tion.

The diversity and sus-
tainability committees 
were abolished. Having 
such committees should 
be standard practice for a 
vibrant community.

I am a forensic accoun-
tant by background, with 
advanced degrees in stra-
tegic leadership and 
operations. As a council 
member who is frus-
trated with our current 
situation, I will focus on 
civic responsibility and 
transparency. Two key 
initiatives to do this are a 
balanced budget with 
proper forecasting and a 
clear communication 
strategy.

The budget should 
indicate first, our com-
munity priorities; and 
second, our plans for the 
future. A clear communi-
cation strategy allows the 
city council to get a fi rm 
grasp of community pri-
orities and to then com-
municate clearly back to 
the community.

My role and responsi-
bility as a member of the 
city council is to repre-
sent the needs and 
desires of residents of 
Grosse Pointe Park. I 
am a father of two young 
girls and believe there is 
no better place to create 
your own family haven 
than in our wonderful 
Grosse Pointe Park com-
munity.

If you are searching for 
a councilperson who is 
accessible, has leader-
ship experience, a strong 
understanding of fi nance; 
is focused on fiscal 
responsibility and com-
munication, and excel-
lence, then please vote 
for me on Aug. 8 and 
then again on Nov. 7. 
Thank you.

Marty McMillan
◆ Age: 66
◆ Education:  Wayne 

State University.
◆ Employment: Retired 

owner/vice president 
Office Furniture and 
Supply Company.

Grosse Pointe Park, 
like many communities, 
faces serious future fi scal 
challenges and the coun-
cil must set priorities and 
make strategic decisions 
that support our tax base, 
provide superior ameni-
ties, and keep our com-
munity safe and secure.

The safety and security 
of the Grosse Pointe Park 
community is my highest 
priority. On council, I will 
work tirelessly to ensure 
that our public safety 
offi cers have the equip-
ment and resources 
needed so they can con-
tinue to excel at their 
work. 

Also, the city’s two 
spectacular  parks , 
marina and recreation 
programming are what 
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Mack Alger Firestone
22025 Greater Mack Ave. • Saint Clair Shores
586-771-7050 • Mackalgertire.com
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COMPLETE AUTO CARE
Diagnostic Testing • Certifi ed Mechanics

www.Mackalgertire.com

See Store for Details

Off er Valid thru September 4, 2023

BACK BY MAIL ON A FIRESTONE 
VISA® PREPAID CARD WITH THE
PURCHASE OF 4 ELIGIBLE
FIRESTONE TIRES.

$$6060
GET

REBATE

See Store for Details

Off er Valid thru September 4, 2023

BACK BY MAIL ON A BRIDGESTONE 
VISA® PREPAID CARD WITH THE
PURCHASE OF 4 ELIGIBLE
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REBATE

CD rates Money Market Fund

6 months (as of 7/11/23)

5.37
Minimum deposit $1,000

APY
%

12 months (as of 7/11/23)

5.30
Minimum deposit $1,000

APY
%

2 years (as of 7/11/23)

5.05
Minimum deposit $1,000

APY
%

7-day yield 
(with waivers) as of 7/10/23

Schwab Value Advantage 
Money Fund® SWVXX
$0 investment minimum

 

4.96
Minimum deposit $0

%

Competitive yields on money 
market funds and CDs available 
through Schwab could help you 

that’s always a good thing.

Call your local Schwab branch at 313-743-0433 or visit 

Kyle Hecht
Branch Leader

20879 Mack Avenue 
Grosse Pointe, MI 48236
313-743-0433

Compare rates to see
how we stack up.

Investors in money market funds should carefully consider information contained in the 
prospectus, or, if available, the summary prospectus, including investment objectives, 
risks, charges, and expenses. You can request a mutual fund prospectus by calling 
Schwab at 1-800-435-4000. Please read the prospectus carefully before investing.
You could lose money by investing in the Schwab Money Funds. SWVXX seeks to preserve the value of 
your investment at $1.00 per share, but cannot guarantee it will do so. SWVXX may impose a fee upon 
the sale of your shares or may temporarily suspend your ability to sell shares if the fund’s liquidity 
falls below required minimums because of market conditions or other factors. An investment in the 
Schwab Money Funds is not insured or guaranteed by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation or 
any other government agency. The Schwab Money Funds’ sponsor has no legal obligation to provide 

support to the Funds at any time.

Past performance is no guarantee of future results. For the most recent 7-day yields, see schwab.com.

The 7-Day Yield is the average income paid out over the previous seven days assuming interest income 
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set our community apart. 
I will continue to support 
fi scally responsible rec-
ommendations from the 
Recreation Commission 
and city administration.

Finally, we must build 
a strong tax base by 
encouraging business 
growth and improving 
our property values. We 
cannot allow blight in our 
city and that means 
ensuring our ordinances 
are up to date and fol-
lowed by the administra-
tion. It also means fi nding 
the best result for the 
current vacant Trombly 
School, through positive 
and constructive dia-
logue with the Grosse 
Pointe Public School 
System and restoring it 
to being a vibrant educa-
tional asset for the com-
munity.

The city is currently 
working with a balanced 
budget, which is a vast 
improvement from last 
year’s defi cit budget. The 
city was able to sustain 
essential services and 
make required improve-
ments during record 
infl ation and a worldwide 
pandemic.

While we are headed in 
the right direction, we 
must be vigilant in mak-
ing fiscally responsible 
decisions going forward. 
The city must run an effi -
cient operation and set 
spending priorities that 
rank public safety fi rst. 
Rising pension and 
employee benefit costs 
will require effective and 
appropriate collective 
bargaining negotiations. 
The budget must effec-
tively forecast future 
operating costs and 
de l ineate  required 
improvements versus 
desired improvements.

Also, Grosse Pointe 
Park city council has 
made significant prog-
ress in addressing the 
flooding issue that 
affected hundreds of 
homes in June of 2021, 
but the work is not done. 
Together with my col-
leagues on council, I will 
continue providing lead-
ership in making sub-
stantial, proactive, and 
fiscally responsible 
upgrades to our infra-
structure along with 
required replacement of 
lead service lines.

While not necessarily 
different than the current 
council, I believe the 
council must lead by 
example and work 
together in an inclusive, 
respectful, and coopera-
tive manner.

Council members must 
come to meetings pre-
pared, ask constructive 
questions of the adminis-
tration, listen to our resi-
den ts ,  and  make 
decisions that benefi t the 
full community. Lively, 
respectful debate is and 
should be encouraged; 
however, once decisions 
are made, I will work to 
support those decisions 
to insure the best out-
comes for our city and 
our residents.

I am passionate about 
Grosse Pointe Park and 
feel lucky to have met 
and volunteered along-
side thousands of Park 
families in my leadership 
roles at Grosse Pointe 
Park Little League, St. 
Clare of Montefalco, and 
the Men’s Club of Grosse 
Pointe to name a few. I 
know how to listen to and 
engage community mem-
bers to achieve a com-
mon goal.

With a calm, coopera-
t i v e ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l 
approach, I hope to con-
t inue the posi t ive 
momentum gained on 
city council since joining 

in 2021, and I ask for 
your vote on Aug. 8. 
Please visit my website at 
mar tymcmi l lan4gpp
council.com for more 
information.

Kirk Merametdjian
◆ Age: 55
◆ Education: BSB 

Finance, MBA.
◆ Employment: Booz 

A l l e n  H a m i l t o n ; 
Department of Defense 
Consultant,  Project 
Management, Prototype 
Technology Test & 
Evaluation. U.S. Marine 
Corps Retired.

The most important 
issue currently pertains 
to our critical shortfalls 
in public safety staffi ng 
due to improper budget 
allocations.

A noteworthy conse-
quence of this shortfall is 
the recent decision to 
contract with MedStar 
for our residents’ emer-
gency medical response.

We have enjoyed hav-
ing our public safety per-
sonnel respond to our 
medical emergencies 
anywhere in the city 

within two minutes or 
less. We now will settle 
for much longer response 
times from a contracted 
service that will not con-
sistently have a point of 
departure from within 
our city. Moreover, our 
taxes already support our 
public safety EMT per-
sonnel and equipment.

This is a correctable 
problem and need not be 
permanent. MedStar ser-
vices should only be a 
stop-gap measure until 
there is a serious com-
mitment for course cor-
rection and disciplined 
execution.

The Schaap Art Center 
and future purpose of the 
Trombly School site can 
and should be enhance-
ments to our community 
and to the region. Metro 
Detroit visitors should 
enjoy our community 
and contribute to our 
thriving downtown busi-
nesses and dining. These 
projects should be self-
sustaining for operating 
costs and not burden the 
city fi nancially.

The city’s role is to dili-

gently plan and ensure 
that projects such as 
these are in harmony 
with our community’s 
residential areas: park-
ing, noise, aesthetics, 
and ordinance enforce-
ment. These endeavors 
should be a net positive 
for the city and residents, 
and I support the con-
tinuing thoughtful and 
responsible planning.

The city administration 
and city council need to 
make diffi cult decisions 
with limited resources.

Robust debate and dis-
cussion, and thorough 
analysis of infrastructure 
projects is lacking. 
Available grants and 
state and federal funds 
have not been leveraged 
or were neglected to be 
applied for. The residents 
have previously approved 
millage increases for spe-
cifi c initiatives, but better 
allocation and prioritiza-
tion of current budget 
funds must precede any 
continued requests for 
higher taxes from our 
residents.

Transparency in deci-
sion making with the res-
idents will foster support 
and trust as we work 
through our city’s chal-
lenges.

I am dedicated to fam-
ily, community, and 
country.  My well -
rounded professional 
and U.S. Marine Corps 
experiences in finance, 
project management, 
logistical and operational 
planning, and responsi-

ble leadership would 
enable me to serve on the 
Grosse Pointe Park city 
council with integrity and 
passion.

My focus would be 
resource management, 
problem solving, and 
implementing solutions 
within the confines of 
cost, schedule, and per-
formance.

Elvis Torres
◆ Age: 41
◆ Education: Master of 

Business Administration 
from the University of 
Michigan, Bachelor of 
Sciences in Electronics 
Engineering Technology 
from the University of 
Puerto Rico Bayamón, 
Diploma Signal Officer 
Basic Course from the 
U.S. Army Signal School, 
Diploma Radio and 
Communication Security 
Repairer from the U.S. 
Army Ordnance School, 
Certificate of Project 
M a n a g e m e n t 
Professional from Project 
Management Institute 
and Cert i f icate of 
Industrial Electronics 
A n t o n i o  L u c h e t t i 

Vocational High School.
◆  E m p l o y m e n t : 

Infrastructure Consulting 
Services business owner.

In my fi rst term on the 
council, my primary goal 
is to provide continued 
support for the enhance-
ment of our city’s infra-
structure and the public 
safety department.

By prioritizing infra-
structure improvements, 
we can ensure our com-
munity has modern and 
effi cient systems in place. 
Additionally, by invest-
ing in our public safety 
department, we can work 
toward a safer and more 
secure environment for 
all residents. These ini-
tiatives are vital for the 
overall well-being and 
prosperity of our commu-
nity, and I am committed 
to making them a priority 
if elected.

I believe the current 
city council has demon-
strated positive efforts in 
addressing our commu-
nity’s major challenges. 
They have shifted their 
focus toward these issues 

PRIMARY:
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wilmingtontrust.com
*Wilmington Trust traces its roots to the founding of Wilmington Trust Company in 1903. 
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Investment Management I Trust & Estate I Family Office Services I Marine, Aviation Art Lending

Contact Curt Edwards at 239.313.1583
Cedwards1@wilmingtontrust.com

For more than a century* we have built deep and lasting relationships

IS FLORIDA DOMICILE 
RIGHT FOR YOU?

Do you know the Potential Tax Benefits of being a Florida Resident?
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Gregory A. Otis, Lisa A. Drescher, Curt Edwards - President, SWFL, Kerry A. Edwards

Robert L. Hindelang
Estate Planning & Business Attorney

MBA, CPA, Attorney at Law
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hindelangr@sbcglobal.net

18430 Mack Ave.
Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236
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Dave Kanneth
Owner

586-772-7136

fax: 586-772-6666
eastpointe@autooneinc.com

22252 Gratiot Avenue
Eastpointe, MI 48021

• Auto Glass Repair/Replace
• Rust Proofi ng/Detailing
• Auto Accessories
• Remote Starters
• Trailer Hitches
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and have made notable 
progress by implement-
ing swift plans to improve 
various city services and 
responsibilities. Their 
proactive approach in 
tackling these matters 
shows a commitment to 
enhancing the well-being 
of our residents. Building 
upon their achievements, 
I aim to work collabora-
tively with the current 
council members to 
advance our communi-
ty’s interests further and 
achieve even greater 
results.

While I appreciate the 
current council’s efforts, 
I would prioritize fi nding 

long-term solutions to 
our fi scal challenges. By 
carefully examining our 
budget and exploring 
innovative strategies, we 
can sustainably address 
these challenges. This, in 
turn, would allow us to 
a l locate  resources 
towards important areas, 
such as increasing the 

number of public safety 
offi cers on the road.

I believe it’s essential to 
balance short-term needs 
with a forward-thinking 
approach to ensure the 
continued growth and 
safety of our community. 
I am committed to work-
ing toward these goals 
and bringing fresh per-
spectives to the council.

Thank you for provid-
ing this opportunity to 
share more about my 
candidacy and vision for 
our city council.

If elected, I am commit-
ted to fostering open and 
transparent governance, 
where community input 
is valued and decisions 
are made in the best 
interest of our residents. 
I aim to promote sustain-
able and responsible 
d e v e l o p m e n t  t h a t 
respects our unique char-
acter and preserves our 
natura l  resources . 
Furthermore, I will advo-
cate for initiatives that 
promote inclusivity, 
diversity and equity 
within our community.

Together, let’s build a 
brighter future for Grosse 
Pointe Park that refl ects 

the aspirations and needs 
of all its residents.

Heather Ulku
◆ Age: 52.
◆ Employment: Realtor 

Higbie Maxon Agney.
Q. What do you want to 

accomplish in your fi rst 
term? 

A. To do what the coun-
cil is intended to do: pro-
vide support and counsel 
to the city administrators 
to ensure that the city 
continues to operate at 
the highest  level . 
Working together as a 
team to identify and set 
clear goals and priorities 
to ensure fi scal responsi-
bility in the day-to-day 
operations as well as the 
long-term stability of the 
city.

Leveraging our rela-
tionships with stakehold-
ers and donors, like the 
Grosse Pointe Park 
Foundation, is a key com-
ponent to our long-term 
success. It’s critical to 
support retention and 
recruitment of public 
safety offi cers. As a coun-
cil member, we can 
encourage residents to 
support our public safety 

department in ways that 
will boost morale, such 
as the Grosse Pointe Park 
Public Safety Foundation. 
And fi nally encouraging 
economic growth and 
strengthening commu-
nity engagement are key 
to a healthy community.

We also need to advo-
cate to the Grosse Pointe 
Public School Board of 
Education to ensure that 
our students are being 
served equally and dem-
onstrate the need for 
Trombly to be reopened.

Q. What do you think 
the current council is 
doing correctly?

A. Tackling infrastruc-
ture projects that have 
been deferred for many 
years, including our 
aging sewer/water line 
systems, which in my 
opinion pose the biggest 
threat to our property 
values. The re-pavement 
of our alleys and parking 
lots along with balancing 
the challenging budget 
are just a few things that 
I think they have done 
well.

Q. What would you do 
differently than the cur-
rent council if anything? 

A. Encourage city 
administrators to provide 
council packets and an 
agenda at least seven 
days in advance so that 
council has the opportu-
nity to engage with key 
members of city staff and 
come to meet ings 
informed, prepared and 
ready to take action.

My goal is to make 
Grosse Pointe Park an 
attractive place to live, 
work and play. There’s a 
delicate balance between 
quiet enjoyment and eco-
nomic growth that we 
can achieve through 
proper review of ordi-
nances, zoning and 
s t rong commit tees 
including the planning 
commission, Downtown 
Development Authority, 
Tax Increment Finance 
Authority and, most 
importantly, active com-
munity engagement.

We have a wonderful 
community, that I have 
had the privilege of being 
a part of for most of my 
life and I appreciate the 
values and traditions of 
our community while 
understanding the chal-
lenges we have ahead.

PRIMARY:
Continued from page 9A

Heather Ulku

Construction consists of the 
city paying $179,000 for the water 
main. St. Clare pays to disconnect 
the lot’s storm drains from the 
municipal sewer system.

Kercheval
Kercheval between Balfour and 

Bedford is closed for resurfacing. 
Work is supposed to fi nish early 
October, if not before the start of 
the school year. Access to Defer 
Elementary and Pierce Middle 
schools parking lots is main-
tained.

Garbage collection and mail 
delivery in the area aren’t being 

impacted by the work, according 
to city offi cials.

Flood valve
Components of the extreme 

emergency relief valve should 
arrive soon for staging near the 
work site at the intersection of 
Three Mile Drive and Essex.

Installation of the valve and 
piping is supposed to start late 
this month or early August. 
Completion is anticipated eight 
weeks thereafter.

Piping runs underground to a 
storm water holding tank near the 
head of the park’s driveway, 
which is to remain open during 
the project, and from there to 
Lake St. Clair.

— Brad Lindberg

UPDATE:
Continued from page 3A

GROSSE POINTE FARMS 
— The Farms and Park are 
the only two Pointes whose 
charters call for the potential 
of a primary election, but the 
latter will be conducting one 
alone this election season.

With all candidates in the 
Farms running unopposed 
as incumbents, they will 
skip right to the November 
ballot. To necessitate a pri-
mary in the Farms, at least 
three candidates for mayor 
and seven for council would 
have had to run. 

With the mayoral seat and 

three council seats up for 
election, remaining on the 
Grosse Pointe Farms City 
Council come November 
will be Mayor Louis Theros 
and council members Joe 

Ricci, Neil Sroka and Lev 
Wood. 

Theros has served as 
mayor since 2017, with 16 
years on city council prior to 
that. 

Wood and Ricci will enter 
their fourth terms, although 
the latter’s fi rst term was a 
partial, and Sroka will see a 
second term. 

Filing deadlines in the 
City of Grosse Pointe, 
Grosse Pointe Shores and 
Grosse Pointe Woods are 4 
p.m. Tuesday, July 25.

— Laurel Kraus

No primary in the Farms

COME JOIN US...

Grosse Pointe
Sunrise Rotary

Tuesday’s 7AM
Edsel and Eleanor Ford House
1100 Lakeshore Drive, 48236

And make a difference!

•Local and International Service Projects
•Scholarships to 20 College and Technical School 

bound high school seniors
•Serving Grosse Pointe and beyond since 1991

Dorothy Martin aka “Tina Turner” with 
Sunrise Rotary President Sherrie Jones.

Dorothy Martin aka
“Tina Turner.”

Celebrating by
Rocking the Ford House

with “Tina Turner”
aka Dorthy Martin

Dorthy performed
for Sunrise Rotary

July 11 at the
Ford House for

Rotary Members

For Information on joining Sunrise Rotary
Sherrie Jones  - President

(313)617-4297
Dennis Hyduk - Club Administrator

(313) 969-7650

Left, Mark Hepner - President Elect,
Paul Lechner - Past President,

Sherrie Jones - President,
Sandra Cobb - Incoming President,

Dennis Hyduk - Club Administrator.
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23400 Greater Mack (South of 9 Mile)

St. Clair Shores • 586-776-9750

Life is Short...Have More Parties!
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May not be combined with other offers.
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Shop Online w/Code: GPN10OFF. Expires August 15, 2023
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Audrey Smihal of the 
City of Grosse Pointe was 
named to the Dean’s List 
for the winter term at 
Northern Michigan 
University.

  ◆◆◆
Cassidy Kline and 

Allie Lowenthal of 
Grosse Pointe Park were 
named to the Dean’s List 
at the University of 
Alabama for the fall 2022 
semester.

  ◆◆◆
Lloyd D. Dennis of 

Grosse Pointe Farms was 
named to the Dean’s List 
for the spring 2023 
semester at Fairfield 
University. 

  ◆◆◆
Paul Gusmano of 

Grosse Pointe Farms 
g r a d u a t e d  f r o m 
Cedarville University this 
spring with an under-
graduate degree in 
mechanical engineering.

  ◆◆◆
Joelle Reich  and 

Meredith Wenzler of the 
City of Grosse Pointe 
graduated this spring 
from the College of 
Charleston. Reich gradu-
ated magna cum laude 
with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in biol-
ogy, while Wenzler grad-
uated with a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in communi-
cation.

  ◆◆◆
Jack Michaud  of 

Grosse Pointe Park was 
named to the Dean’s List 
for the spring 2023 
semester at Marquette 
University in Milwaukee. 
He is pursuing a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in interna-
tional affairs.

  ◆◆◆
The following students 

were named to the Dean’s 
List for the spring semes-
ter at Albion College:

◆ Dylan Cardinale, 
Louis Cardinale, Rory 
Angott, Katherine Flynn 
and Owen Schaaf of 

Grosse Pointe Woods.
◆ Katie Woerner of 

Grosse Pointe Farms.
◆ Nicholas Miller and 

Sarah Stovall of the City 
of Grosse Pointe.

  ◆◆◆
Grosse Pointe Farms 

s t u d e n t  S k y l a r 
McCrindle graduated 
with a degree in sociol-
ogy from Albion College.

  ◆◆◆
Grosse Pointe Woods 

student Louis Cardinale 
graduated with a degree 
in kinesiology-exercise 
science with a minor in 
sports communication 
from Albion College.

  ◆◆◆
Mariam Alboustani of 

the City of Grosse Pointe 
g r a d u a t e d  f r o m 
Shenandoah University 

with a Doctor of 
Pharmacy degree.

  ◆◆◆
The following students 

were named to the 
President’s List at The 
University of Alabama 
for the spring 2023 
semester: Ann Sullivan 
of Grosse Pointe Farms, 
Cassidy Kline of Grosse 
Pointe Park, Rebecca 
Moin of Grosse Pointe 
Woods and Rachel 
Rybicki of Grosse Pointe 
Park.

  ◆◆◆
Allie Lowenthal of 

Grosse Pointe Park was 
named to the Dean’s List 
at The University of 
Alabama for the spring 
2023 semester.

  ◆◆◆
Jennifer Crowley of 

Grosse Pointe Farms was 
named to the Dean’s List 
at John Carroll University 
for the spring 2023 
semester.

  ◆◆◆
Morgan Mitchell of 

Grosse Pointe Farms 
graduated from Kettering 
University with a bache-
lor’s degree in industrial 
engineering.

  ◆◆◆
George D. Burke of 

Grosse Pointe Farms was 
among 42 members of 
The Universi ty  of 
Scranton’s class of 2023 
who graduated from its 
Special Jesuit Liberal 
Arts Honors Program 
(SJLA), which is one of 
Scranton’s programs of 
excellence. Burke, gradu-
ated as a political science 

and philosophy double 
major.

  ◆◆◆
Brynn Spicher of 

Grosse Pointe Woods 
was named to the spring 
2023 Dean’s List at the 
University of Findlay.

PRIDE OF THE POINTES

Joelle ReichPaul GusmanoLloyd D. DennisCassidy KlineAudrey Smihal

Jack Michaud Nicholas Miller Sarah Stovall Jennifer Crowley George D. Burke
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Soon to celebrate her 
one-year anniversary as 
the newest member of 
the well-established 
practice of Dr. Parveen 
Siddiqui and Dr. Julia 
Tesch,  Khamoshi Patel, 
D.O., is excited to con-
tinue serving Grosse 
Pointe patients as a pri-
mary care physician 
conveniently located in 
the heart of Grosse 
Pointe.  

Trained in internal 
medicine and passion-
ate about preventative 
care, Dr. Patel enjoys a 
teamwork approach 
with her patients to fi nd 
the best health outcome. 
She also employs the 
philosophies and principles of osteopathic 
medicine on a daily basis, focusing on the 
whole person rather than just a part of the 
body in question. 

“Throughout my life, I think what I’ve 
seen is doctors have such a huge infl uence 
on patients,” Dr. Patel said. “We do see 
people at their most vulnerable states and 
now that I’m in my fi rst year of primary 
care, the transformations that I see on a 
daily basis are just incredible, very reward-
ing and very fulfi lling. This is defi nitely the 
right path that I’ve taken in life.”

Her practice — Ascension St. John 
Hospital St. Clair Adult Medicine 
Specialists, PC — is located at 17141 
Kercheval.

In a shared suite with an all-female phy-
sician team, Dr. Patel’s patients also have 
access at the location to bone density, 
imaging, a blood work lab, mammogra-
phy, physical therapy and ultrasound 
technology. 

“Coming from New 
Jersey, where I was 
serving a population 
that was underserved, I 
will say this community 
does provide incredible, 
incredible resources 
and options for 
patients,” Dr. Patel 
expressed, “and I would 
encourage the patient 
population here to 
really take advantage of 
those resources to bet-
ter their health. This is 
the best place to be.” 

Since moving to the 
state so her husband 
could take a job at 
Children’s Hospital, she 
has found Michigan 
“gels well with my per-

sonality,” she said. 
In their down time, the couple enjoy 

painting acrylics of scenery together. 
“We both like to do acrylic painting as a 

way to destress,” Dr. Patel said. “Usually 
on the weekends we will sit on the porch 
and just paint sunsets. Our inspiration 
largely comes from our travels and the last 
thing we painted was a Hawaii backdrop 
that we took a picture of.”

Dr. Patel currently has availability for 
new patients in person and virtually 
Monday through Friday, with later hours 
Mondays and Tuesdays.

To schedule an appointment, call (313) 
642-4990.

“My whole goal is to build a commu-
nity,” Dr. Patel said. “We are available as 
doctors. We want to be available to our 
patients with anything they require and 
give them really the best care and elimi-
nate those additional residual factors that 
could be affecting health outcomes.”

Primary care offered 
conveniently in The Village

COURTESY PHOTO

Khamoshi Patel, D.O., is excit-
ed to continue serving Grosse 
Pointe with the Ascension 
Medical Group family.

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — If you’ve been 
a customer at Merit 
Woods Pharmacy for any 
length of time over the 
last 50 years, chances are 
Howard Lettner greets 
you by name when you 
enter.

Lettner, who is retiring 
Wednesday, July 26, said 
everyone calls him 
Howard in return.

“Funny thing is, that’s 
not my name,” he 
laughed. “My given name 
is actually Patrick. My 
older brother started call-
ing me Howard when we 
were kids.”

And it stuck.
“My parents called me 

that, all my siblings call 
me that,” he said. “Only a 
handful of people know 
my real name. But he said 
I didn’t look like a Patrick, 
I looked like a Howard.”

That personal touch is 
what has made Merit 
Woods a staple in the 
community for decades.

“I call  him ‘Mr. 
Customer Service,’” long-
time customer and friend 
Bob Grosscup said. 
“Anything you need, they 
have, and if they don’t, 
Howard can get it for 
you. It’s old-fashioned 
customer service. He 
knows everybody by 
name and is always so 
friendly.”

Kevin Elsey, another 
customer and friend, 
agreed.

“I’ve been going there 
as long as he’s been 
there,” he said. “I started 
out as a customer and we 
developed a friendship. 

We have lunch occasion-
ally with our wives and 
we’ll continue to do that.”

Lettner started at the 
pharmacy in 1974, the 
same year he graduated 
from Finney High School 
in Detroit.

“I guess I didn’t plan on 
being here 50 years, but 
as it turns out it hap-
pened,” Lettner said. “It’s 
such a great place and 
allowed me to raise my 
family.”

He and his wife of 40 
years, Sarah, live in St. 
Clair Shores, where they 
raised two sons, Alex and 
Joseph.

“Alex is a physical ther-
apist in Atlanta and he’s 
getting married in 
October,” Lettner said. “If 
there are grandkids down 
the road, we’ll probably 
be leaving Michigan.”

Joseph recently gradu-
ated with a teaching 
degree and has been 
applying for jobs.

Lettner agrees that cus-
tomer service helps make 
Merit Woods unique.

“There aren’t many 
independent pharmacies 
left,” he said. “You go into 
a chain and they don’t 

know you. They aren’t 
personal like we are.”

Lettner said retirement 
was a hard decision to 
make because he enjoys 
the customers and co-
workers alike and is 
thankful to them.

“I worked for Sheldon 
(Weisberg) all those 
years and the new owner 
(Louis Zawaideh) has 
done a bang-up job,” he 
said. “I’m going to miss 
everyone, but I’ll stop in 
once in a while to visit.”

Linda Koenig, who fi rst 
knew Lettner as a cus-
tomer and has been a co-
worker for 20 years, said 
she hates to see him go.

“He’s the backbone of 
this place,” she said. “He 
made everyone feel like 
they belong and we’ll 
carry on his legacy.”

Lettner said he’d been 
thinking about retiring 
for a while and finally 
decided Sunday, July 16.

“I want to spend more 
time with my beautiful 
wife, now that she’s 
retired,” he said. “She 
always talks about QTL, 
quality time left. You 
never know what the 
future holds.”

‘Mr. Customer Service’ retiring 
from Merit Woods Pharmacy
By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

From left, 
Joseph, 
Alex, 
Sarah and 
Howard 
Lettner.

COURTESY 
PHOTO

Khamoshi Patel, DO is an Internal Medicine physician with Ascension 

Medical Group located in The Village of Grosse Pointe on Kercheval 

Avenue.

Dr. Parveen Siddiqui and Dr. Julia Tesch are honored to welcome

Dr. Khamoshi Patel to join their well known practice in The Village.

Dr. Patel is board certified in Internal Medicine.

Graduate of New York Institute of Technology College of Osteopathic 

Medicine - Old Westbury, NY and completed her residency at Saint 

Michael’s Medical Center - Newark, NJ. 

Provides Internal Medicine care to adults of all ages and has a 

special interest in hypertension, diabetes, musculoskeletal injuries, 

and preventative care.

She believes that the path to great health starts with patient 

education and teamwork.

Committed to help her patients gain access to the best medical 

resources and services available to ultimately improve their health 

and overall wellness.

Outside of the office, Dr. Patel enjoys nature walks, cooking, 

painting, and spending time with family and friends.

Accepting new patients. In person appointment, virtual appointment, 

online scheduling, and morning and evening hours are available.

Dr. Patel’s practice, Ascension St. John Hospital St. Clair Adult 

Medicine Specialists, PC is conveniently located at 17141 Kercheval 

Avenue, Grosse Pointe. 

Additional services offered by Ascension St. John Hospital Health 

Center in this shared suite are: Bone Density, Imaging, Lab, 

Mammography, Physical Therapy, and Ultrasound.

Ascension St. John Hospital
St. Clair Adult Medicine Specialists, PC
17141 Kercheval Ave

Grosse Pointe, MI 48230

T 313-642-4990 

Parveen Siddiqui, MD

Julia Tesch, DO

Khamoshi Patel, DO

Sarah Castronova, NP

Are you interested in a new 
Primary Care Physician that is 
in the heart of Grosse Pointe 
and who strives to provide
you the highest level of
comprehensive medical 
care that focuses on disease 
prevention?
Look no farther…..

Khamoshi Patel, DO
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Personalized healthcare when you need it most
Your questions and concerns about your health matter. Care teams at Ascension 

St. John and Ascension St. John Children‘s Hospital are here for you and your family 

by listening, respecting your experiences, and creating a care plan that works for you. 

You deserve to be seen and heard. That‘s why our doors are always open to provide 

health and healing, for the whole you — body, mind and spirit. To us, you are more 

than a patient. And together, we are a community.

You deserve  
compassionate care.

072023

Ascension St. John Children’s 
Hospital cares for nearly 15,000 chil-
dren with emergency needs annually. 
To continue to meet the needs of 
Grosse Pointe and its surrounding 
communities for pediatric emergency 
care, the newly dedicated Shery L. 
Cotton Pediatric Emergency Department 
will open this fall.

Having a dedicated pediatric emer-
gency department will allow Ascension 
St. John Children’s Hospital care teams 
to continue to provide personalized, 
compassionate pediatric emergency 
care close to home, when you need it.

“We have recognized the importance 
of providing a healing environment 
where young children and their fami-
lies do not have to experience the same 
levels of stress found in a typical adult 
trauma emergency room,” said Marcus 

DeGraw, M.D., chief of pediatrics at 
Ascension St. John Children’s Hospital 
located at Ascension St. John Hospital.

Dr. DeGraw believes emergency 
rooms can be scary for families and 
children. It is an experience Ashley, a 
mom of two from Roseville, was con-
cerned about when she took her tod-
dler son to the emergency room for a 
head injury. 

“After he was triaged, we were 
escorted to a separate pediatric waiting 
area which was less active and allowed 
us both to settle ourselves and focus on 
him feeling better.”

That’s why the new Level II pediatric 
emergency department will be com-
pletely separate from Ascension St. 
John’s Level I adult trauma emergency 
center. It will have its own entrance, 
waiting room and treatment areas to 

help enhance privacy, comfort and 
wait times for young patients and their 
families.

“The benefi t of a dedicated space for 
pediatrics is that everything is designed 
with our youngest, smallest patients in 
mind. We have all the necessary equip-
ment and specialized pediatric staff to 
best care for the unique needs of our 
pediatric population,” Dr. DeGraw said.

Board-certifi ed pediatric emergency 
medicine and child-life specialists, 
along with specially trained pediatric 
nurses are — and will continue to be — 
available 24/7. The emergency care 
teams will take care of sick and injured 
children with a host of pediatric condi-
tions, on an emergency basis, ranging 
from minor illnesses and broken bones 
to those with the most serious condi-
tions.

Families and children can look for-
ward to pediatric triage and exam 
rooms separate from adult patients, 
two dedicated ambulance bays and 
trauma rooms specifi cally for children, 
three child behavioral health rooms, 
one sensory exam room and two pro-
cedure rooms along with state-of-the-
art equipment.

“I’m grateful for the Ascension 
St. John Children’s Hospital pediatric 
emergency care team. Having that clin-
ical expertise so close to where we live 
is invaluable,” Ashley said. “And their 
immediate focus on my son’s injury 
helped eliminate my worry and we 
were allowed to go home the same 
day.”

Learn more about Ascension St.John 
Children’s Hospital emergency care at 
ascension.org/MICare

Dedicated pediatric emergency department 
will help comfort young patients

COURTESY PHOTO

The newly dedicated Shery L. Cotton Pediatric Emergency Department will open this fall.
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Companion Care

Personal Care

Alzheimer’s/Parkinson’s/
Dementia Care

Catastrophic Injury

313-319-8050
HackettHomecare@gmail.com

Lifelong Grosse Pointe Resident
John Hackett

hacketthomecare.com

O u r  F a m i l y ,
C a r i n g  f o r  Y o u r s
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At Hackett Homecare, 
clients can expect top-of-
the-line service, as 
Hackett has core values 
of trust, honesty, integ-
rity, experience and com-
passion. Their slogan, 
“Our family, caring for 
yours,” demonstrates the 
personal touch clients 
receive.

Founder and owner 
John Hackett is a Grosse 
Pointe Farms native with 
a Bachelor of Science 
degree in nursing. After 
playing professional base-
ball, he worked in the 
medical fi eld and also sold 
pharmaceuticals. The 
business began as he took 
care of his own parents, 
who struggled with issues 
related to Parkinson’s and 
Alzheimer’s disease. He 
decided to create a home-
care business for other 
elderly people.

“It just kind of hit 
home,” Hackett said.

Hackett Homecare spe-
cializes in companion 
care; personal care; 
Alzheimer’s/dementia 
and Parkinson’s care; 
and traumatic brain 
injury, ALS and cata-
strophic injury care.

Hackett only has praise 
and appreciation when 
he speaks about his team, 
many of whom have been 

working with him more 
than 10 years.

”I am really blessed to 
have such a loving, car-
ing, trustworthy and loyal 
team,” Hackett said. 
“They provide superior 
care for their clients. Our 
caregivers are the heart-
beat of the company and 
embody the company’s 
core values. They are the 
reason Hackett Homecare 
has such a strong reputa-
tion and continues to 
grow.”

W i t h  H a c k e t t 
Homecare, it’s a family 
atmosphere and fre-
quently the caregivers 
are treated like family 
with their clients.

“I wouldn’t place a 
caregiver in a home 
unless I feel comfortable 

enough to have them in 
my own parents’ home,” 
Hackett said.

His staff consists of 
registered nurses, certi-
fied nursing assistants 
and companion aids who 
provide care from a few 
hours at a time to 24/7 
care.

There are many leaders 
on the Hackett Homecare 
team.

“Robyn is a supervisor 
and is truly one of a kind 
and one of the most com-
passionate individuals I 
know,” Hackett said. 
“Megan stands alone 
with her RN expertise, 
kindness and loyalty. 
Several of the MVCs 
( M o s t  V a l u a b l e 
Caregivers) are Shelley, 
Roberta, Crystal, Jeff, 
Natalie, Kathy, Renee, 
Ashley and Danny. They 
are the best and the lead-
ers of the team.”

Hackett Homecare is 
always searching for spe-
cial caregivers who will 
be a great fi t with its fam-
ily values.

To learn more about 
available services, visit 
hacketthomecare.com. 
To schedule a free con-
sultation for service, call 
John Hackett at (313) 
319-8050.

Family caring for family

Since opening in June 
2022, IEP Urgent Care 
Grosse Pointe, 19815 
Mack Ave., has helped 
hundreds of area resi-
dents with a higher stan-
dard of urgent care from 
ER-trained providers. 

IEP Urgent Care appre-
ciates all the positive 
reviews from patients 
that helped it earn a 4.9/5 
stars rating on Google. 
Here’s what a few of 
them said: 

“The best urgent care 
on the eastside! Fast, effi -
cient, friendly staff that 
are more than capable.” 

— Mary M. 

“Gorgeous offi ce with 

super nice, friendly, 
funny, quick, knowledge-
able, diverse and down-
right amazing team.” 

— Brian F. 

“Listened to my con-
cerns and followed 
through with care accord-
ingly. Even went above 
and beyond by reaching 
out to the ER doctor of 
my choice so that I could 
be seen in a timely man-
ner.” 

— Arica B. 

IEP Urgent Care has 
digital X-ray and electro-
cardiogram (EKG) ser-
vices onsite for chest 
pain diagnosis. They 
treat a variety of illnesses 

and injuries, including 
cold, flu, sore throat, 
allergies, sprains, frac-
tures and splinting, 
wound care, scrapes and 
rashes, minor burns, cuts 
and stitches, as well as 
urinary tract infections. 

IEP Urgent Care offers 
the Pfi zer COVID vaccine 
(adult and child), COVID 
testing, fl u vaccine and 
immunizations, Vitamin 
B supplement injections 
and STD testing. Its pro-
viders also can help with 
DOT physicals, occupa-
tional health services and 
sports physicals. 

For more information, 
visit iepurgentcare.com/
grossepointe or call (313) 
880-1220.

Proud to serve the Grosse Pointes
IEP Urgent Care: 
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GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — It’s been a 
wonderful 35 years for 
Carole Chaundy, owner 
of Chaundy Art Gallery in 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

But after decades of 
traveling the world to 
curate an exquisite col-
lection for her clientele, 
she’s ready to set sail on 
the next chapter of her 
life. 

Chaundy announced 
her retirement several 
months ago and plans to 
make it official by the 
end of the year.

“I’ve had wonderful cli-
ents,” she said, refl ecting 
on the success of her 
business. “My greatest 
job was bringing beauty 
into everyone’s home. It 
was a joy to me to see 
where these paintings 
landed.”

The Grosse Pointe 
Shores resident said fi nd-
ing affordable art was the 
secret to the gallery’s 
success. She hopes now 
the remaining artwork — 
which is being offered at 
discounts of 50 to 75 per-
cent off — will be sold by 
year’s end.

“I also own the build-
ing, so I’ll sell that too,” 
she said.

Chaundy’s selection 
isn’t limited to paintings. 
Sculptures, bronzes, jew-
elry and other items have 
been featured at the gal-
lery.

“They’re gorgeous and 
affordable,” she said. 
“And everyone likes a 
nice, fresh piece of art.”

Chaundy commissions 
international artists to 
hand-paint copies of 
masterpieces by world-
renowned artists like 
Monet and Renoir. The 
paintings are then 
matched with hardwood 
frames that reflect the 
period and resemble 
those found in European 
museums.

Extensive travels, as 
well as years volunteer-
ing at the Detroit Institute 
of Arts and Detroit 
Symphony Orchestra 
h e l p e d  e s t a b l i s h 
Chaundy’s keen eye for 
excellence.

“I’ve done total homes,” 
she said. “Thousands of 
paintings in Grosse 
Pointe are from here.”

And at least 20 paint-
ings each year have been 
donated to charities, she 

added, noting giving 
back to the community is 
a joy that always comes 
back to bless her.

Through the years, 
Chaundy has enjoyed 
bringing up her children 
and grandchildren in the 
family business. Her son, 
Ken Hawk, is her busi-
ness advisor. Her sons, 
Paul Hawk and Tony 
Volpe, are art consul-
tants. She also has nine 
grandchildren who cus-
tomers no doubt have 
come to know.

“It’s been a pleasure 
being able to raise my 
grandkids here,” she 
said.

Her children and 
grandchildren haven’t 
been the only youngsters 
welcome at the gallery. 
From the start, Chaundy 
has made it a point to 
make the gallery acces-
sible to all ages.

“I didn’t want it where 
it was a cold, sterile, 
‘don’t touch’ environ-
ment,” she said. “I’ve had 
kids in here, dogs in here. 
I wanted it to be for fam-
ily and friends. I kept 
candy in a dish, gave out 
dog treats.”

Her efforts paid off, 
evident by the return of 
people who felt her 
impact.

“I’ve had kids come 
back after years who say, 
‘I remember coming here 
when I was a kid,’” she 
said. “One kid said, ‘You 
inspired me.’ I told him, 
‘You can do anything you 
want to do.’ Now he goes 

to museums all around 
the world, because he 
said I inspired him to do 
it. Things like that are 
priceless.”

Another young boy, she 
recalled, came in, pointed 
to a Van Gogh and said, “I 
can paint that.”

“The next week, he 
came in with this paint-
ing; it was beautiful,” 
Chaudy said. “It inspired 
him so much and I encour-
aged him. I gave him $50 
and put it in the front win-
dow.”

Return customers are 
just a small part of what 
Chaundy has enjoyed 
these past 35 years and 
she thanks the commu-
nity for the support.

“I’ve had wonderful 
customers; a lot of them 
became really good 
friends,” she said. “I want 
to thank them so much 
for supporting me. It’s 
been a joy to put paint-
ings in their homes, to 
bring beauty into their 
homes.

“Thank you so much for 
35 wonderful years.”
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By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Chaundy Art Gallery owner retiring

PHOTO COURTESY OF GROSSE POINTE MAGAZINE

Carole Chaundy of Chaundy Art Gallery will retire 
and close the business at the end of this year, after 
35 years of operation.

The Whiskey Six, 646 St. Clair, City of Grosse 
Pointe, celebrated its new ownership with a ribbon-
cutting event hosted by the Grosse Pointe Chamber 
of Commerce. Owner Dino Ropotos shared the scis-
sors with City of Grosse Pointe Mayor Sheila 
Tomkowiak. They were joined by friends, family 
and staff, including head chef Maximus Ropotos. 
Main Street Grosse Pointe Executive Director Cindy 
Willcock, Chamber President Jennifer Boettcher 
and chamber staff member Abigail Turnbull also at-
tended.
The Whiskey Six is a prohibition-inspired bar and 
restaurant offering fi ne spirits, Michigan beer and a 
new menu. Hours are 4 to 10 p.m. Tuesday through 
Sunday. Learn more online at thewhiskeysix.com.
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New ownership

financial confidence

Everyone has a different definition of what it means to be financially secure. 
Whether it’s knowing that you and your loved ones are prepared for the 
future, or realizing your dreams of early retirement, we believe giving you 
financial confidence is what Legacy Wealth Management does best.  

And, with over 175 years of combined industry experience – along with 
industry-leading investment choices, extensive market research, and the 
ability to provide access to banking products and services through Wells 
Fargo affiliates – we are well-prepared to help make sure you are well-prepared. 

And that is worth everything. 

[ ] noun phrase

To discuss your financial future,  
contact us today.  

(313) 885- 6095 (480) 573- 0455
www.legacy-wm.net

Investment products and services are offered through Wells Fargo Advisors Financial Network, LLC (WFAFN),  
Member SIPC. Legacy Wealth Management is a separate entity from WFAFN.
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David and Susan Pendy invite you David and Susan Pendy invite you
to experience our casual, sophisticatedto experience our casual, sophisticated
American fare in a club-like settingAmerican fare in a club-like setting

Pendy’s will open
Thursday July 27 for dinner! 

Please join us!

• Lunch will follow soon. Thank you for your patience!• Lunch will follow soon. Thank you for your patience!

20930 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Woods20930 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Woods
(313) 886-9933  l  www.thependys.com07
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LIVELLLIIIVVEEE
MUSICMMMUUSSIICC

FOODFFOOOOOODD
TRUCKSTTRRRUUCCKKSSSSS

FUNFFFUUNN
GAMESGGAAAMMEEESS

DUNKDDDUUNNKK
TANKTTAANNKK

STREETSSTTRRREEEEEETT
MARKETMMMMMMAAARRRKKEEETT

FOOD
GoCheez, Cult of the Joe Burger, The Little Donut Factory, The
French Cow Crepe Shop, People's Pierogi Collective, Snow Biz

ACTIVITIES
V4 Bungee Jumper, Part of yourWorld Princess Companymeet & greets,
Modern Skate & Surf BMX Bike & Skateboard demos, GPP Southsiders

Dunk Tank fundraiser to support local GPP travel baseball team

BAND
Moodswitch

AFTER 6AAAFFFTTTEEERRR 6666666666666
ON KERCHEVALOOONNN KKKEEERRRCCCHHHHHHHHHHEEEEEVVVAAAAALLLLL

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

July 22, 2023 | 6 - 10 PM
Grosse Pointe Park Social District

PRESENTED BYPPPPPPRRRRRRRREEEEEEEEEEESSSEEENNNTTTEEEDDD BBBYYY

ADDITIONAL SPONSORSAAADDDDDDIIITTTIIIOOONNNAAALLL SSSPPPOOONNNSSSOOORRRSSS

For more information, check out visittheparkgp.com

07
20

23



SECTION B ◆ GROSSE POINTE NEWS ◆ JULY 20, 2023

FEATURES
3B AREA ACTIVITIES  |  4B OBITUARIES  |  5B CHURCHES

Grosse Pointe Woods resi-
dent Jim Profeta has fond 
memories of growing up on 
Detroit’s west side. He remem-
bers going to kindergarten at 
Monnier Elementary School, 
taking First Communion at St. 
Brigid Catholic Church, riding 
one of his favorite toys — a red 
tractor — up and down Meyers 
Road and playing with his twin 
brother, John.

But most of all, he remem-
bers his best friend, Robert 
Stewart, who lived two doors 
down.

“My dad was best friends 
with Bob’s dad and our moms 
were best friends,” Profeta 
recalled, noting the three boys 
were inseparable, as evidenced 
by a stack of black-and-white 
photos revealing toothy grins 
and knowing looks; twin broth-
ers dressed identically and 
their pal, sporting white shoes 
in every shot, not hard to spot.

The boys only attended kin-
dergarten together before the 
Profetas were sent to parochial 
school, but they stayed neigh-
bors until 1957, when the 

Profeta family moved to St. 
Clair Shores; the boys were 9 
years old. The Stewart family 
moved to Warren soon after 
and, although there were a 
handful of phone calls and a 
couple of visits to each other’s 
homes, the connection soon 
was lost.

There may have been a fall-
ing out, Profeta said, adding he 
was never clued in to why their 
families lost touch. He has a 
few conjectures, he admitted, 
including the Stewart matri-
arch, Dora, frowning upon a 
budding relationship between 
another neighbor and Profeta’s 
mother, Patricia, after she was 
widowed at age 33. 

Though the relationship 
didn’t last, the friendship still 
fi zzled.

“In the back of my mind, I 
found it puzzling why my mom 
and his mom never stayed 
close,” Profeta said. “… It was 
not like my mother to let a 
friendship like that die. That 
was something I always won-
dered about. I thought Bob 
might have some information 
about it.”

Fast-forward more than six 
decades and Profeta set out to 

f i n d  s o m e 
answers. He 
signed up for 
MyHeritage, an 
online geneal-
ogy platform, 
to see if he 
could track 
down his child-
hood pal.

“He has a 
common name 
—  R o b e r t 
Stewart — so I 
thought I ’d 
probably never 
be able to fi nd 
him,” he admit-
ted. After plug-
g i n g  i n 
information he 

found from Stewart’s brother’s 
obituary, “In less than 20 min-
utes, I had the name and 
address of his son.”

Profeta recalled the awk-
ward phone call he made to 
Robert Stewart Jr., last fall.

“I said, ‘Bob, are you sitting 
down? I have something to tell 
you,’” he laughed. “I mentioned 
Meyers Road, the west side of 
Detroit, living two doors away.

“I didn’t tell him how old I 
was and he didn’t tell me right 
away it could be his dad (I was 
looking for),” he added, noting 
father and son live in the same 
city in Georgia. “I think Meyers 
Road may have clicked. Then I 
told him I’m 74 and he said, ‘I 
think you may want to talk to 
my father.’ He did not want to 

take my phone number. He 
said, ‘You call my dad; he’ll 
want to talk to you.’

“… My wife (Christine) had 
to convince me to make that 
first call,” he added. “I was 
afraid he would not want to 
meet. … I thought maybe he 
knew why we never continued 
the friendship. But when I 
called, I got a warm reception 
from his son and then called 
him that night. He answered 
right away, almost like he was 
waiting for my call.”

“The funny part is,” Stewart 
said, “he called me and his 
name appeared (on caller ID), 
so I  knew it was him. I said, 
‘Carol, you’re not going to 
believe it.’ I acted like I didn’t 
know it was him, but I was 
excited.”

Despite nearly 67 years 
apart, they were quick to catch 
up and noticed many similari-
ties in their lives. 

“We’re both family-oriented; 
we both live close to our chil-
dren,” Profeta said. “We had 
similar careers (in finance). 
Even though there was no con-
tact, there were these common 
threads.”

Profeta graduated from 
Lakeview High School and got 
married in 1972. Stewart grad-
uated from Warren High 
School and got married in 
1973. They both had families; 
Profeta has two sons and six 
grandchildren, while Stewart 
has three children and five 
grandchildren.

When they reconnected, they 
also discovered that after their 
friendship ended, they both 
were skittish about making 
new friends; both said they 
were shy until adulthood.

In 1996, Profeta became 
chairman of Lakeview’s Class 
of 1966 reunions and has 
hosted fi ve so far. 

“I’ve developed relationships 
with these people from high 
school I didn’t have when I was 
going to school,” he said. 
“(Reconnecting with Stewart) is 
an offshoot of that, because I 
found it to be very rewarding.”

The friends attempted to get 
together last fall and again in 
the spring, but were unable to 
plan a successful outing. A 
memorial for Stewart’s mother-
in-law last month brought him 
and his wife, Carol, to the area.

“He came up June 23, and we 
celebrated our 75th birthdays 
together,” Profeta said. “Mine 
is June 24, and his is June 30.”

Their wives also hit it off dur-
ing the meeting. 

Though 67 years went by 
with no communication, the 
friends aren’t making the same 
mistake these days. A fall get-
together is being discussed, but 
Profeta’s “minimum tentative 
plan” is to stop in Georgia for a 
visit next spring on his way to 
Florida.

“I hope he gets up here more 
often,” Profeta said.

“I think he would agree our 
communication has been so 
comfortable, so relaxed,” he 
added. “It was like we had 
never not been talking. I don’t 
know why I waited so long.”

Stewart shared the senti-
ment.

“Sometimes it feels like years 
haven’t passed,” he said. “It’s 
sad we missed all these years.

“It’s been real exciting,” he 
added. “There are a lot of 
things I wanted to bring up 

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Reunited and 
it feels so good
Childhood pals rekindle 
friendship after 67 years

PHOTO BY JODY MCVEIGH

John Profeta, right, FaceTimes with childhood friend, Robert Stewart, last week.

Robert Stewart, Jim Profeta and John Profeta dressed up for 
their First Communion.

The Profeta and Stewart fami-
lies on a picnic in the 1950s.

The Profeta twins and Stewart were born six days apart in 1948; their mothers were best friends 
and neighbors.

From left, Jim Profeta, Robert Stewart and 
John Profeta holding hands on their way to 
their fi rst day of kindergarten.

See REUNITED, page 6B

Integrity. Heritage. Lifestyle.

20  Top Producer at Higbie Maxon Agney. 

313-886-3400
jrt@jrturnbull.com

higbiemaxon.com

Jaime Rae Turnbull

248-672-2020

Mike Kuligowski, MBA
18000 Mack Ave.
Grosse Pointe, MI 48230
mikek@signaturesothebys.com
586.944.9411

RARE FIND
9216 Timberlake

Lambertville MI, 48144
5 bedroom

5 bath
7,674 Sq Ft

$2,500,000

ssir.com
313.888.8800G R O S S E  P O I N T E  |  B I R M I N G H A M  |  N O R T H V I L L E 072023
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In the early 1900s, the 
city of Detroit was a hot-
bed of production for elec-
tr ic  vehicles.  The 
fascinating history of EVs 
in the Motor City is not 
widely remembered 
today, mainly due to the 
success and dominance of 
gasoline-powered vehi-
cles. 

In Detroit’s Milwaukee 
Junction neighborhood, 
known as the “cradle of 
the automotive industry,” 
where the Ford Piquette 
Plant is located, the 
Anderson Electric Car 
Co., began manufacturing 
Detroit Electrics in 1907. 
Later changing its name 
to the Detroit Electric Co., 
this enterprise made more 
than 18,000 battery-oper-
ated vehicles through 
1939. Electrics were espe-

cially popular with women 
and physicians who pre-
ferred the easy automatic 
start to hand-cranking a 
Model T. Henry Ford even 
purchased a Detroit 
Electric for his wife, Clara 
Bryant Ford. 

Spotlighting the early 
history of EVs in the 
Motor City, the Ford 
Piquette Plant Museum 
will display antique elec-
tric vehicles from the 
1900s through the 1920s 
from July 28 to 30. 

“EVs: Then and Now” 
will explore the history of 
EV automotive technol-
ogy with examples from 
the Baker Automotive 
Co., Detroit Electric, 
Edison Electric, Milburn 
Electric, Riker Electric 
Vehicle Co., and others. 
The exhibit and EV edu-

cational events are spon-
sored by Emily and Henry 
Ford III. 

The antique EV exhibit 
will be located on the fi rst 
fl oor of the museum, an 
area of the National 
Historic Landmark build-
ing that has not been open 
to the public for many 
decades. The original 
location of Ford Motor 
Co.’s administrative 
offi ces from 1904 to 1910, 
this space recently was 
revitalized for temporary 
exhibits, special events 
and other activities. 
Visitors will be able to see 
the site of James Couzens’ 
offi ce. Couzens was Ford 
Motor Co.’s legendary 
general manager, who 
later became mayor of 
Detroit and a U.S. sena-
tor. 

“EVs: Then and Now” 
will feature activities 
throughout the weekend. 
Museum hours are 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday 
through Sunday. 

On Friday, July 28, 
“Under the Hood Day” 
will feature EV owners 
onsite to explain their 
vehicle’s unique operat-
ing systems and prove-
nance. Friday evening 
from 5 to 7 p.m., an exhibit 
preview reception will 
feature remarks by Henry 
Ford III, museum trustees 
and event chairs, Robin 
and Bill Heller of Grosse 
Pointe Farms. 

At 11 a.m. Saturday, 
July 29, the museum will 
present the talk, “Henry 
Ford, Thomas Edison & 
Their Electric” by museum 
trustee and Ford historian 
Mike Skinner. Skinner 
will delve into the rela-
tionship between these 
industrial titans and their 
experiments with electric 
vehicles. 

The presentation “The 

Question of Power: 
Pioneer-Era Motorcars” 
will take place at 2 p.m., 
featuring automotive his-
torian Jay Follis, curator 
at the Gilmore Car 
Museum. Follis will 
explore how the compet-
ing technologies of steam, 
electricity and gasoline 
unfolded in early automo-
tive history. 

Sunday, July 30, a dis-
cussion called “EVs in 
History” will take place at 
10 a.m., hosted by Carol 
Cain, a 13-time Emmy 
Award-winning senior 
producer and host of 
“Michigan Matters” on 
CBS 62. Cain will inter-
view special guest, Matt 
Anderson, curator of 
transportation at The 
Henry Ford. Anderson is 
one of the nation’s fore-
most historians on any-
thing with wheels or 
wings. 

A panel discussion will 
follow at 11 a.m. titled, 
“EVs:  Today  and 
Tomorrow,” with EV and 

OEM experts talking 
about today’s EV technol-
ogy and trends. The event 
will be moderated by John 
McElroy, one of the most 
infl uential thought lead-
ers in the automotive 
industry and host of the 
Emmy Award-winning 
program “Autoline.” 

Panel guests include 
Dave Pericak, director of 
EV Truck Programs for 
Ford Motor Co.; Mujeeb 
Ijaz, founder and CEO of 
ONE (Our Next Energy); 
Pina Vyas, business trans-
formation leader for DTE 
Energy; and Michael 
Tercheck, E-mobility 
OEM sales director for 
Freudenberg Sealing 
Technologies. 

The Ford Piquette 
Avenue Plant is one of the 
oldest surviving automo-
bile factories in the world. 
Built by Ford Motor Co., 
in 1904, it is the birthplace 
of the revolutionary 
Model T, the car that put 
the world on wheels. 
Today, the museum is a 

501(c)3 nonprofi t organi-
zation dedicated to the 
interpretation and cele-
bration of Detroit’s auto-
motive heritage and spirit 
of innovation. The build-
ing is listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places 
and designated a 
Michigan State Historic 
Site. The museum is not 
affi liated with Ford Motor 
Co. 

Museum admission 
tickets July 28 to 30 are 
$25 and include all day-
time events. Student tick-
ets are $15. Friday night’s 
exhibit preview reception 
tickets are $40 for mem-
bers, $60 for the public. 
Event proceeds benefit 
museum preservation ini-
tiatives and educational 
programs. Tickets may be 
purchased online at ford
piquetteplant.org/events 
or by calling (313) 872-
8759. Seating is limited 
for speaker events, so 
guests should rsvp to 
piquetteplant@gmail.com 
for reserved seats.

‘EVs: Then and Now’ exhibit is July 28-30 at Piquette museum

Mike Skinner takes a ride in a Model T.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Grosse Pointe Farms resident Robin Heller and her 
1918 Anderson Electric.

The St. Clair Shores 
Community Chorus is a 
501(c)3 organization 
with a dedicated mission 

to engage and inspire 
participants and audi-
ences through musical 
performances featuring 

choral, solo and ensem-
ble singing throughout 
St. Clair Shores and sur-
rounding communities.

The St. Clair Shores 
Community Chorus is a 
diverse, fun-loving group 
of men and women who 
promote choral music 
through holiday con-
certs, dinner cabarets 
and community events. 
The chorus, under the 
direction of Cynthia 
Ohrt, does not require 
auditions and is open to 
everyone age 14 years 
and older who has a love 
for singing. The ability to 
read music or reside in 
St. Clair Shores is not 
required.

SCS Community Chorus prepares for fall season

See CHORUS, page 6B

Women’s Clothing and Apparel
19794 Mack Ave. Grosse Pointe Woods�

313-821-4494
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Tickets available online at 
gpsymphony.org

and at the Door.

Wednesday August 2, 2023 at 7:00 p.m.

Grosse Pointe War Memorial Garden
32 Lake Shore, Grosse Pointe Farms 

In case of rain Crystal Ballroom

Alexander Mishnaevski
Guest conductor and viola soloist
Music by Telemann, Duke Ellington,

Shostakovich, Saint-Saens
Sousa and Herold
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Born and raised in the 
City of Grosse Pointe, 
Jade Lun may have phys-
ically left her hometown 
in 2012, to pursue a 
degree and then a career, 
but her Grosse Pointe 
roots still linger in her 
heart as she prepares to 
compete in the Miss 
International competi-
tion.

The reigning Miss 
Hawaii International will 
represent the Aloha State 
in the competition, which 
takes place July 24 to 29, 
in Kingsport, Tenn., and 
includes more than 30 
c o n t e s t a n t s  f r o m 
throughout the United 
States and other coun-
tries.

Lun is no stranger to 
the pageant world, 
though it may have been 
a strange world to her in 
the beginning.

“I had my ideas about 
what pageants are like,” 
she said. “I never wore 
heels, I never wore 
makeup, but I was a com-

petitive fi gure skater for 
18 years. … That’s in the 
realm of pageantry — it’s 
competitive, like ice skat-
ing.”

The 2012 Grosse Pointe 
South High School grad-
uate earned a Bachelor of 
Fine Arts degree in adver-
tising art direction with a 
minor in marketing from 
Columbia College in 
Chicago. She stayed in 
the Windy City a few 
years while working at 
Leo Burnett, FCB and 
Weber Shandwick, on 
accounts  such as 
Budweiser and Coca-
Cola.

While in Chicago, she 
fi rst dipped a toe into the 
pageantry pool.

“I was intrigued by the 
community  service 
aspect,” she said, noting 
her upcoming pageant 
will be her sixth. “I love it. 
I’m able to be a good 
spokesmodel and role 
model to young ladies.”

In 2020, Lun moved to 
Hawaii, which “had 
always been my big 
American dream,” she 
said. “I wanted to come 

here to start my 
own ad agency. 
My father used to 
live here before I 
was born and we 
visited four or 
fi ve times.”

She recalled 
early visits to 
H a w a i i ’ s 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Market Place, 
which featured 
local businesses 
se l l ing  their 
wares  under 
whi te  t en ts . 
During her last 
visit, the tents 
were gone and 
replaced with a 
big building that 
featured high-
end shops like Louis 
Vuitton.

“I was disheartened,” 
she said. “I thought, 
‘Where are all the local 
businesses?’ That put a 
seed in my mind that I 
wanted to come back and 
help small businesses.”

Lun formed the Jade 
Agency Hawaii in 2022 — 
a bit sooner than she had 
anticipated.

“I wanted to start my 
own advertising agency 
when I was older, after I 
got married and maybe 
had kids,” she said, “but 
during the pandemic, I 
really felt that life is too 
short. I took a chance and 
sold everything I owned 
to come out here. I was 
really blessed to have the 
support of my mom and 
dad.

“It’s been great,” she 
continued. “I’ve been able 
to meet a lot of people in 
the community through 
the boards I’m on — 
Make-a-Wish Foundation 
Hawaii, Asian American 
Foundation, Honolulu 
Chinese Jaycees. I can 

connect with the right 
people in the room.”

Her current clients 
range from Olive Garden 
and IHOP to local car 
dealerships, restaurants 
and Realtors.

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Pointe native to compete in 
Miss International competition

COURTESY PHOTOS

Grosse Pointe native Jade Lun will compete for the 
title of Miss International next week.

Lun at her 2012 graduation from 
Grosse Pointe South High 
School.

See COMPETE, page 6B

Posterity
Posterity Gallery, 17005 

Kercheval, City of Grosse 
Pointe, hosts a mixed 
media art class with Carol 
Bueno from 6 to 8:30 p.m. 
Thursday, July 20. Visit 
posterityartgallery.com to 
register.

The Helm
The Helm at the Boll 

Life Center, 158 Ridge, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, 
offers a variety of classes 
a n d  p r o g r a m s . 
Registration is required 
at (313) 882-9600 for the 
following:

◆ Silver Cafe food truck, 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday, 
July 20, sponsored by the 
Detroit Area Agency on 
Aging’s Silver Cafe 
Initiative.

◆ Brainstorming, 11 
a.m. to noon Tuesday, July 
25, with instructor Lori 
Stanley.

◆ Out-to-Lunch Bunch, 

noon to 2 p.m. Wednesday, 
July 26, at Watermark Bar 
& Grille. Cost for the bus 
ride is $5 for members, $7 
for nonmembers. Guests 
are responsible for the 
cost of their own lunch.

GPAA
The Grosse Pointe 

Artists Association offers 
a variety of classes at its 
studio, located at The War 
Memorial, 32 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms. To 
register for the following, 
visit grossepointeartcen-
ter.org.

◆ “Imitating the Masters 
— a portrait by Anthony 
Van Dyke,” a workshop 
with Donald Cronkhite, 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Thursdays, July 20 and 
27.

◆ “The Art of Pastels,” a 
workshop with Fran 
Seikaly, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday, July 
28 and 29.

Library
The Grosse Pointe 

Public Library hosts a vari-
ety of programs. To regis-
ter for the following, visit 
grossepointelibrary.org.

◆ Phoenix Freerunning, 
6 to 7:30 p.m. Thursday, 
July 20, at Woods, 20680 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods.

◆ Saturday Storytime 
with Miss Jane, 10:30 to 11 
a.m. Saturday, July 22, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ Craft to Go: Glow 
Worm Bracelet, all day 
Monday, July 24, all 
branches.

◆ Comedy Magician 
Cameron Zvara, 2:30 to 
3:30 p.m. Monday, July 24, 
at Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ Summer Smash, 2 to 
3:30 p.m. Tuesday, July 25, 
at Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆  Mystery Book 
Discussion, 7 to 8 p.m. 
Tuesday, July 25, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ In Cold Mug Book 

Discussion, 7 to 9 p.m. 
Tuesday, July 25, at 
Howlers & Growlers, 
15222 Charlevoix, Grosse 
Pointe Park.

◆ Park Visit: Lake Front 
Park, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 26, at 
Lake Front Park, 23000 
Jefferson, St. Clair Shores.

◆ Summer Storytime, 
10:30 to 11 a.m. 
Wednesday, July 26, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ Makey Makey Day, 3 
to 4 p.m. Wednesday, July 
26, at Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ Storytime with Miss 
Jane, 10:30 to 11 a.m. 
Thursday, July 27, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ Little Learners 
Coding, 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. 
Thursday, July 27, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ Youth Coding, 2 to 3 

p.m. Thursday, July 27, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ Teen Board Game 
Club, 3:30 to 5 p.m. 
Thursday, July 27, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ GPPL Friends $5 Bag 
Sale, 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Saturday, July 29, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

AREA ACTIVITIES

See EVENTS, page 6B

Come see what’s new in 2021

apparel • shoes • accessories

313.458.8719
74 Kercheval Avenue 

Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236
www.CapriciousGP.com

@capricious_gp

50% OFF 
Storewide Sale*

(happens twice a year and Yes, this includes shoes)

*Some exclusions apply

07
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23 313.882.0702  •  19803 Mack Ave • GPW

Get on Santa’s
nice list
by entering to win a 

diamond anniversary band

HERE’S HOW...
• Enter at the little Blue Book office
• Check “the little coupon book”
• Online at bluebooklocal.com
• Stop by the Chamber office

Santa is waiting!

PRODUCTIONSPRODUCTIONS

d a o d a e sa y ba d

’

bluebooklocal.com

072023
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OBITUARIES
Obituary notices are purchased and often prewritten by family or friends. While 
we try to run obituaries as submitted, we nevertheless reserve the right to edit 
for accuracy, style and length.

Richard Thomas 
Vroom

R i c h a r d  T h o m a s 
Vroom, 65, of Salt Lake 
City, Utah, passed away 
Monday, July 3, 2023, 
after a brave battle with 
cancer.

Rich, a gifted athlete 
and artist, was born Dec. 
22, 1957, in Detroit. He 
was the fi rst of a set of 
twins. He grew up in 
Grosse Pointe Woods 
and graduated from 
Grosse Pointe North 
High School. Rich com-
peted in many sports but 
was a notable cyclist. He 
raced for the Wolverine 
Sports Club and Cadieux 
Cafe. 

R i c h  a t t e n d e d 
M i c h i g a n  S t a t e 
University and earned a 
Bachelor of Science 
degree in package engi-
neering in 1980. While 
at MSU, he trained and 
raced with some of the 
nation’s best athletes. 
After college, Rich 
moved to Colorado with 
his best friends to ski. 
He spent the next two 
years skiing A-Basin in 
the winter and hiking, 
climbing and cycling in 
the summer. 

In 1983, Rich moved to 
Salt Lake City with Jane, 
who became his wife in 
1992. There, Rich had a 
career in finance, but 
this always came second 
to his athletic and artis-
tic passions. In Utah, he 
loved skiing at Alta and 
Snowbird, cycling trails 
and roads, hiking and 
camping in the moun-
tains and desert. He con-
tinued to race for 40 
years and became a 
nationally recognized 
cyclist. Rich was a nor-
dic skier, played golf, 
basketball and soccer 
and sailed whenever he 
got the chance. He loved 
traveling, seeing history 
fi rsthand, learning about 
other cultures and 
regions and fi ne art. 

Rich’s artistic abilities 
were evident at an early 
age. He became a mas-
terful watercolor artist, 
spending 25 years paint-
ing and teaching classes. 
His art hangs in many 
installments in notewor-
thy restaurants and busi-
nesses.

Rich’s greatest joy was 
his children, Molly and 
Peter. He loved that they 
shared the passion of 
skiing, cycling, playing 
soccer, traveling and liv-
ing life with no limits. 

He was a remarkably 
exceptional father, hus-
band, son, brother, 
uncle,  mentor and 
friend. 

Rich will be dearly 
missed by his children, 
Molly and Peter; wife, 
Jane; parents, Tom and 
Lorna Vroom; twin 
brother, Dave Vroom 
(Kelli); sister, Nancy 
Mallon (Paul); sisters-
in-law, Eileen and 
Carole (David); numer-
ous loving nieces and 
nephews;  and h is 
extraordinary friends 
and students.

A celebration of life 
will occur at a later date.

Roy D. Koeppe
Roy D. Koeppe, 74, of 

New Hudson, passed 
a w a y  p e a c e f u l l y 
Monday, July 10, 2023, 
surrounded by family. 
He was born Dec. 26, 
1948, in Osaka, Japan, to 
Nobuko (nee Mary) and 
Dean Koeppe.

Roy graduated from 
S i o u x  R a p i d s 
Community School in 
Iowa in 1967. After a 
couple of years at the 
University of Iowa, he 
entered the U.S. Army 
and served two tours in 
Vietnam. When he com-
pleted his service, he 
achieved his bachelor’s 
degree in data process-
ing from California 
P o l y t e c h n i c  S t a t e 
University, Pomona. 

Roy met his wife, 
Linda, in Southern 
California, while living 
there for a few years 
before moving to Grosse 
Pointe Woods, where 
they worked and raised 
their two daughters. Roy 
worked in computer 
programming for 30 
years before ending his 
career and retiring from 
Ford Motor Co. He dedi-
cated his time to raising 
his daughters and volun-
teering at Christ the 
King Lutheran Church. 
Roy was an avid golfer 
and shared many memo-
ries with his friends on 
the course. Aside from 
his family, friends and 
faith, one of his greatest 
honors in life was serv-
ing his country and 
keeping close contact 
with his fellow veterans.

Roy will be remem-
bered by his family, 
friends and fellow veter-
ans for his generosity, 
sense of humor and the 
many ways in which he 

earned the nickname, 
“Dealmaster.”

Roy is survived by his 
wife, Linda (nee Perfi li); 
his beloved daughters, 
Dana Koeppe and 
Lauren Koeppe; sister, 
D i a n a  B r u n n e r 
(Michael); brothers, Bill 
(Sher i )  and  Mick 
(Brenda); and many lov-
ing nieces and nephews.

A funeral service took 
place Friday, July 14, at 
Christ the King Lutheran 
Church, Grosse Pointe 
Woods.

Joan LaVoie Hines
Joan LaVoie Hines, 91, 

of Grosse Pointe, died 
peacefully at home 
Thursday, June 1, 2023, 
surrounded by loved 
ones.

Born in Detroit in 
1932, Joan embraced life 
with warmth, compas-
sion and an unwavering 
spirit. Joan had life fi g-
ured out; she was happy, 
humble,  accept ing, 
inclusive and full of love. 
She had the exceptional 
ability to fi nd the good in 
everyone. 

In her youth, Joan was 
a Camp Fire Girls leader 
and developed a lifelong 
love of nature, including 
hiking, canoeing and 
birding, which she 
shared with her family. 
She loved to walk the 
beach at Lake Michigan 
and watch the night sky. 
Joan also was an avid 
gardener. Every garden 
she tended thrived and 
served as a beautiful tes-
tament to her connec-
tion with nature.  

Throughout her life, 
Joan served her commu-
nity. She gave freely of 
her time, abilities and 
resources. Joan was the 
reliable one who got the 
job done. For many 
years Joan sat on the 
board of directors for 
F r a n k l i n  W r i g h t 
Settlements. Her most 
well-loved project was 
ensuring that underpriv-
ileged inner city youth 
were given the opportu-
nity to attend summer 
camp for two weeks 
every year, where they 
could reap the benefi ts 
of being in nature. 

Joan also served 
Grosse Pointe Unitarian 
Universalist Church in 
nearly every capacity, 
including as president. 
She was a part of the 
Women’s Alliance, did 
fundraising and, of 

course, tended the 
grounds.

Joan was an excellent 
bridge player.  She 
enjoyed the game, the 
friendly competition and 
the camaraderie. She 
also loved to travel. As 
members of the Nomads, 
she and her husband, 
along with many dear 
friends, traveled the 
world extensively. Joan 
was a quiet philanthro-
pist and an avid sup-
porter of the arts.  

Joan graduated with 
h o n o r s  f r o m 
Southeastern  High 
school in 1949, and then 
attended Wayne State 
University. She married 
her high school sweet-
heart, Don Hines, and 
together they had three 
children. Joan was a 
vibrant person: ener-
getic, athletic and above 
all, kind. She cared 
deeply for those she 
loved, especially her 
children and grandchil-
dren, who were a source 
of immense pride.   

She was predeceased 
by her parents, Gerald 
and Caroline LaVoie; 
her husband of more 
than 60 years, Donald 
W. Hines (2011); her 
second husband, Peter 
Higbie (2015); and her 
niece, Debra Burton 
(2022).    

Left to mourn her loss 
is her husband of six 
years,  Dr.  L.  Carl 
Sultzman and his family, 
including Carl  Jr . 
( I r e n e ) ,  M a r j o r i e 
S u l t z m a n ,  D a v i d 
Sultzman (Linda) and 
Nancy Sutton. Also 
grieving are Joan’s sis-
ters, Patricia Cech and 
Beth LaVoie; children, 
Caro l  Ann Hines , 
William Hines (Melissa 
Flones) and Nancy 
Hines Bailey; grandchil-
dren, Stephanie Hines 
R i c h a r d s  ( D e n n i s 
Richards) and Isaiah 
Hines Bailey; great-
g r a n d s o n ,  J a c o b 
Sullivan; and nieces, 
Kerrie Burton (Mark 
Bargowski) and Paris 
Burton. 

Her family will always 
remember her dry 
humor and blithe spirit. 
Joan was quick-witted to 
the end. Though her 
body grew weak, her 

spirit is strong, her leg-
acy powerful and her 
love everlasting.

A memorial service 
honoring the life of Joan 
LaVoie Hines takes 
place at 1 p.m. Saturday, 
July 29, at Grosse Pointe 
Unitarian Church, 17150 
Maumee, City of Grosse 
Pointe. 

Dr. Herbert 
Krickstein

Dr. Herbert Krickstein, 
89, of Boca Raton, Fla., 
and Grosse Pointe 
Woods, passed away 
Sunday, July 2, 2023, 
surrounded by his loving 
family. 

Born April 28, 1934, in 
Salt Lake City, Dr. 
Krickstein was the son 
of Rabbi Joseph and 
Myrtle Krickstein, and 
the brother of the late 
Bette Jean Goldblum 
(Raymond).

Herb attended the 
University of Michigan 
for his undergraduate 
degree and medical 
school. He served as 
chief of pathology and 
director of labs at St. 
John Hospital in Detroit 
and was elected presi-
dent of the American 
Society for Clinical 
Pathology.

Herb’s passion for 
sports began in his 
youth. He played tennis 
in high school and 
earned a tryout with the 
Detroit Tigers. He later 
found joy in coaching 
and sharing his passion 
for sports with his chil-
dren and grandchildren, 
including guiding his 
son, Aaron, and grand-
daughter, Morgan, to 
successful careers in 
professional tennis and 
golf, respectively. In his 
later years, Herb dedi-
cated his time to the 
M o r g a n  P r e s s e l 
Foundation, honoring 
the memory of his eldest 
daughter ,  Kathryn 
Krickstein Pressel.

In addition to his love 
for his medical profes-
sion and sports, Dr. 
Krickstein will always 
be remembered by those 
who knew him for help-
ing others, giving great 
advice and most impor-
tantly, his love for his 

wife, Evelyn, his four 
children and beloved 
grandkids.

Herb is survived by his 
wife, Evelyn; children, 
Rachel Schulz (Mark), 
Renee Kay (Gary) and 
A a r o n  K r i c k s t e i n 
(Bianca); grandchildren, 
M o r g a n  P r e s s e l , 
Madison Kozlowski 
(Ryan), Stanley Kay 
(Rebecca),  Mitchell 
P r e s s e l  ( A l a y n a ) , 
Mar issa  de  Paula 
(Rodrigo) ,  Mikaela 
Schulz, Jade Krickstein, 
Kendall Schulz and 
Joseph Kr ickste in ; 
great-grandchildren, 
Zayn and Elliott Pressel; 
niece, Tracey Goldblum; 
n e p h e w s ,  P h i l i p 
Goldblum (Lauren) and 
J o h n  G o l d b l u m 
(Asmita); and many 
great-nieces and great-
nephews. 

In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations 
may be made to the 
M o r g a n  P r e s s e l 
F o u n d a t i o n ,  m o r
ganpresselfoundation.
com/pay-tribute, or the 
Parkinson’s Foundation, 
bit.ly/3XSOSYl. 

Memorial

Mary Frances 
Griffi th 

(formerly Galvin)

Mary Frances Griffi th 
(formerly Galvin), 96, 
passed away Sunday, 
March 5, 2023. A memo-
rial Mass will be held at 
10 a.m. Monday, July 24, 
at St. Paul on the Lake 
Catholic Church, 157 
Lakeshore ,  Grosse 
Pointe Farms.

Roy D. KoeppeRichard Thomas Vroom Joan LaVoie Hines

Dr. Herbert Krickstein
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GROSSE POINTE PARK — If this 
Saturday evening’s Kercheval After 6 
family-oriented street festival were 
taking place in Phoenix during the 
110-degree heat wave, it would be a 
scorcher.

Even so, based on large attendance 
at last month’s After 6, this coming 
edition promises to be a hot time.

Temperatures in the mid-70s with 
little chance of rain are forecast dur-
ing the free summer celebration, 6 to 
10 p.m. Saturday, July 22, on 
Kercheval between Maryland and 
Lakepointe in Grosse Pointe Park.

Six food trucks join local vendors.
Live music is by Moodswitch, the 

four-member rock band from the 
Pointes.

“I wouldn’t miss it,” posted a fan 
on the Park Facebook page. “This 
will be a great show and awesome 
venue.”

Activities are:
◆ bungee jumping,
◆ BMX bike and skateboard dem-

onstrations,

◆ meet-and-greets with fantasy 
characters from the Part of Your 
World Princess Company; and

◆ a dunk tank with proceeds ben-
efiting the GPP Southsiders baseball 
club.

Kercheval After 6 is held three 
times per year. Presenters are Red 
Crown restaurant, The Bricks 
Pizzeria, Coreander’s Children’s 
Bookshoppe, LeRouge Boulangerie, 
Brine Oyster House and Corner 
Active & Leisure.

Additional sponsors are Brosnan 
Builders, Pointe Alarm, Atwater in 
the Park, Donald K. Pierce & 
Company, and Harvey Animal 
Hospital.

Parking always overflows into sur-
rounding neighborhoods. Attendees 
also can commute on the K Line 
Trolley along Kercheval from 
Stephens in the Farms with stops 
along the way.

The final Kercheval After 6 of sum-
mer is Saturday, Aug. 26.

— Brad Lindberg

Kercheval After 6 this Saturday
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“ I m p r e s s i o n s : 
Printmakers,” an exhibi-
tion of works by 11 art-
ists, will be on display 
now through Sunday, 
Sept. 3, at the Grosse 
Pointe Congregational 
Church’s Arts Ministry 
gallery. An opening 
r e c e p t i o n  t a k e s 
place from 7 to 9 p.m. 
Thursday, July 20, with 
light refreshments and 
live music presented by 
the Matthew Daher Trio. 
The reception is open to 
the public.

Japanese woodblock, 
linocut and intaglio are 
some of the printmaking 
techniques used by art-
ists Nobuko Yamasaki 
of Grosse Pointe Shores; 
Tudi Harwood, Kathleen 
McNamee and Mary 
Stebbins Taitt of Grosse 

Pointe Farms; Joan 
Albert and Deborah 
Maiale of Grosse Pointe 
W o o d s ;  C i n d y 
Sommerville of Grosse 
Pointe Park and Lori 
Zurvalec of the City of 
Grosse Pointe. Other 
artists in the exhibition 
include Mady Chen of 
C l a w s o n ,  T h e r e s a 
Moore of Ann Arbor and 
Marat Paransky of 
Farmington Hills.

G r o s s e  P o i n t e 
Congregational Church 
is  located at  240 
C h a l f o n t e ,  G r o s s e 
Pointe Farms. The gal-
lery is open 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Sundays. For addi-
tional hours, call the 
church office at (313) 
884-3075. 

For more information, 
email arts@gpcong.org.

‘Impressions: Printmakers’ opens at Arts Ministry gallery

COURTESY PHOTO

Tudi Harwood, left, and Lori Zurvalec fl ank a scroll 
printed by Nobuko Yamasaki.

Bill Rapai, presi-
dent of Grosse 
Pointe Audubon 
Society, will address 
the Grosse Pointe 
Men’s Club Tuesday, 
July 25, at The War 
M e m o r i a l ,  3 2 
Lakeshore, Grosse 
Pointe Farms. The 
meeting begins at 11 
a.m., includes a buf-
fet lunch and con-
cludes at 1 p.m. All 
are welcome to attend.

Rapai has traveled across North 
America and to Cuba, Iceland and 
Thailand, to view and research 
birds. He was an award-winning 
reporter and editor for the Grand 

Forks Herald, Detroit 
Free Press and Boston 
Globe. He has under-
graduate and graduate 
degrees  from the 
University of Michigan.

Rapai has written 
three books, all of which 
were awarded the 
Michigan Notable Book 
Award: “Brewed in 
Michigan: The New 
Golden Age of Brewing 
in the Great Beer State,” 

“The Kirtland’s Warbler: The 
Story of a Bird’s Fight Against 
Extinction and the People who 
Saved It” and “Lake Invaders: 
Invasive Species and the Battle for 
the Future of the Great Lakes.”

Grosse Pointe Audubon is a 
chapter of the Michigan Audubon 
Society, the state’s oldest conser-
vation organization. It serves the 
Grosse Pointes and surrounding 
communities to promote the 
awareness, understanding, enjoy-
ment and stewardship of the envi-
ronment with an emphasis on 
birds, their habitats and their crit-
ical role in the earth’s ecosystem. 
Guests are welcome to attend 
Grosse Pointe Audubon meetings 
or bird walks.

For reservations to the Men’s 
Club meeting, call Jerry Teagan at 
(313) 303-5559 or email gpmcat-
tendance@gmail.com. Tickets are 
$20 and include the buffet lun-
cheon.

Grosse Pointe Audubon Society president, author to speak July 25

Bill Rapai

G r o s s e  P o i n t e 
Memorial Church pres-
ents the fi nal concert in 
its annual Summer 
Carillon Recital Series at 
6:30 p.m. Tuesday eve-
ning, July 25. The recital 
is played on the church’s 
carillon, a set of 48 tower 
bells.

Concert goers are 
invited to listen from 
anywhere on or near the 
church campus. Some 
listeners bring a picnic 
dinner to enjoy during 
the music. Ice cream 
treats will be available 
for purchase from a 
Captain Kool Ice Cream 
Truck before the concert. 
The 45-minute concerts 
are family-friendly and 
presented rain or shine.

The performer for this 

final concert is Wesley 
Arai, who serves as uni-
versity carillonist at the 
University of California, 
Santa Barbara. He stud-
ied carillon at the 
University of California, 
Berkeley, where he 
received undergraduate 
degrees in mathematics 
and statistics with a 
minor in music. Arai has 
performed extensively 
across the U.S. and 
abroad, including a 
recital tour of Europe last 
summer and recent recit-
als in Australia. He is a 
frequent recitalist at 
Christ Cathedral in 
Garden Grove, Calif. He 
also plays piano and 
trombone and is a singer. 
His “day job” is as an 
actuary.

Free July 25 
carillon concert 
at GP Memorial

The Grosse Pointe 
Symphony Orchestra’s 
70th season concludes at 
7 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 
2, with its annual out-
door concert of classical 
and pops music at The 
War Memorial ,  32 
Lakeshore ,  Grosse 
Pointe Farms. In case of 
rain, the concert will be 
held indoors in the ball-
room. 

The orchestra will be 
led by guest conductor 
Alexander Mishnaevski, 
who also will be featured 
as viola soloist in the 
orchestra’s  perfor-
mances of Georg Philipp 
T e l e m a n n ’ s  V i o l a 
Concerto and Dmitri 
S h o s t a k o v i c h ’ s 
Romance. The orchestra 
also will perform the 
Bacchanale from Camille 
Saint-Saëns’ opera, 
“Samson and Delilah,” as 
well as the Ferdinand 
Hérold Overture to the 
o p e r a ,  “ Z a m p a . ” 

Rounding out the con-
cert is a “Medley of the 
Music of Duke Ellington” 
and John Philip Sousa’s 
“Stars and Stripes 
Forever March.”

A longtime supporter 
and occasional per-
former, soloist and guest 
conductor of the orches-
tra, Mishnaevski began 
studying violin at age 6 
at the renowned Central 
M u s i c  S c h o o l  o f 
Moscow’s Tchaikovski 
Conservatory. He emi-
grated to the United 
States in 1973, lived in 
New York City and grad-
uated from Juilliard 
School of Music while 
studying with the legend-
ary Dorothy Delay. 

A t  J u i l l i a r d , 
Mishnaevski changed 
from violin to viola at the 
suggestion of Isaac 
Stern. He became an 
American citizen in 1983, 
and joined the Detroit 
Symphony Orchestra as 

principal violist in 
1986. Mishnaevski has 
appeared as a soloist 
with the DSO, New York 
C i t y  S y m p h o n y , 
Oklahoma Symphony, 
Queens  Symphony 
Orchestra (New York), 
New Jersey  State 
Symphony, Orquestra 
Sinfonica de Xalapa, 
Taipei Symphony and 
Singapore Symphony.

Tickets are available at 
the door and online 
at gpsymphony.com. 
Tickets are $20, $15 for 
seniors, $5 for college 
students and free to K-12 
students.

The Grosse Pointe 
Symphony Orchestra is a 
501(c)3 organization 
dedicated to providing 
local professional and 
accomplished amateur 
musicians with the 
opportunity to perform 
the classical symphonic 
repertory for the com-
munity at large.

GP Symphony Orchestra concludes 70th season Aug. 2

COURTESY PHOTO

Guest conductor and viola soloist Alexander 
Mishnaevski.

Those looking for a 
place to get away can 
leave the planning to The 
Helm, as Premier World 
Discovery Presents visits 
from 1 to 2 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 26, to 
detail two upcoming trips: 
a December trip to the 
Christmas markets of 
Montreal and Quebec 
City, as well as an April 
2024 trip to Savannah and 
Charleston.

The fi ve-day, four-night 
trip Dec. 7 to 11, features 
two days in Montreal and 
two in Quebec City where, 
in addition to the 
Christmas markets, trav-
elers will tour each city 
and visit top attractions, 
l ike  Notre  Dame 
Cathedral, the lookout 
atop Mount Royal and the 

It’s never too 
early to think 
Christmas

See EARLY, page 6B

Worship
    Service

Worship Sunday
at 10:00 am

Rev. Richard Yeager-Stiver
An Open & Affi rming Church

240 Chalfonte G.P. Farms
313-884-3075 • www.gpcong.org
WE HAVE AN ARTS MINISTRY

Grosse Pointe
Congregational

Church
(United Church of Christ )

SUNDAY
8:15 & 10:45 a.m. - Worship Service

9:30 a.m. - Bible Study
10:45 a.m. - Sunday School

MONDAY
7 p.m. - Worship Service

2nd & 4th Monday of the Month
WEDNESDAY
10 a.m. - Bible Study

Randy S. Boelter, Pastor
Making New Disciples-
Building Stronger Ones

Christ the King
Lutheran Church

and Preschool
Mack at Lochmoor • 884-5090

www.christthekinggp.org
15020 Hampton15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park, Grosse Pointe Park, 
Michigan 48230-1302Michigan 48230-1302

AAmbrosembrose
SSaintaint

CCatholic atholic CChurchhurch

MMassesasses
Saturday Vigil — 4:00 p.m.
Sunday — 8:30 and 11:15 a.m.
Tuesday — 8:30 a.m.Tuesday — 8:30 a.m.
Thursday — 7:00 p.m.Thursday — 7:00 p.m.
Friday — NoonFriday — Noon

(313) 822-2814 • stambrosechurch.net • facebook.com/stambroseparish
      Saturday Vigil is streamed online at 8:00 a.m. Sunday on our facebook page      

20475 Sunningdale Park 
313.884.4820           stmichaelsgpw.org

St. Michael’s Episcopal Church 
sharing the Light of Christ

Help with your burden, 
Rest for your soul.

Easy Summer Sunday Worship at 10 AM, 
followed by cooling refreshments.

We look forward to welcoming you.

072023
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with him. I wanted to fi nd 
out what his life was like. 
When I saw his name, it 
was kind of a relief, a 
warm feeling.”

Reliving old memories 
and catching each other 
up on their years apart, 
the friends chat via text 
or FaceTime two or 
three times a month.

“It’s always fun remi-
niscing on old times,” 
Stewart said. “My times 
in Detroit were really 
good times. Detroit was 
good to us.”

Added Profeta, “Our 
relat ionship was a 
friendship that had kin-
dled very strongly our 
fi rst eight years, but the 
fire never quite went 
out. It was fl ickering for 
a long time and we 

fanned that fire in 
October when we con-
nected. It’s probably 
stronger now than it’s 
ever been. 

“This story is any-

thing but over,” he 
added. “I hope there’s 
still a long life to this 
story. If we have any-
thing to say about it, 
there will be.”

REUNITED:
Continued from page 1B

COURTESY PHOTO

The kindergarten class at Monnier Elementary 
School in June 1954. One of the twins, second from 
left, peers down the line to fi nd his buddy, in the 
white shoes, second from right.

The fall session for the 
chorus’ Christmas con-
cert begins at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday,  Sept .  5 . 

Rehearsals thereafter 
continue at 7:30 p.m. 
Mondays beginning Sept. 
11, at Triumphant Cross 
Lutheran Church, 22360 
E. 13 Mile Road, at 
Greater Mack in St. Clair 
Shores.

Those interested may 
register online at scscom-
munitychorus.org/regis-
tration.

For more information,  
visit scscommunitycho
rus.org or fi nd them on 
Facebook and Instagram.

CHORUS:
Continued from page 2B

“This is my dream job,” 
she said. “I love what I do; 
it doesn’t feel like work.”

Lun discusses her 
career with enthusiasm, 
but is even more passion-
ate about her platform, 
Rise Strong Now, a 
“sober curious commu-
nity.”

“I had a bad relation-
ship with alcohol, 
because of the people I 
associated with,” she 
said. “I used it as a tool to 
navigate the pressure I 
had growing up, of 
always having to suc-
ceed, having a perfection-
ist mindset. For example, 
I graduated college in 
three years. With alcohol, 
I could let loose, set 
myself free — and people 
liked me like that.

“In 2022, I was binge 
drinking alcohol and I 
couldn’t stop,” she con-

tinued. “I tried multiple 
times, but I thought 
because I still had my 
business … I was doing 
fi ne. It eventually came 
down to my health and a 
few dangerous instances 
I got myself into.”

Lun said she found it in 
herself to quit drinking 
alcohol cold turkey and, 
as of July 20, is 415 days 
sober.

“ P a g e a n t s  h a v e 
allowed me to get my 
message to the younger 
generation, to Millennials 
and Gen Z,” she said. 
“With societal norms 
now, drinking is every-
where. It’s harder for 
them to stop because 
they have friends in those 
circles. My Instagram 
platform, Rise Strong 
Now, allows me to speak 
about my struggles with 
alcoholism. It’s a safe 
space for me to talk about 
it and share my truth.”

Lun will share her 
truth as part of her run 

for Miss International. 
She said she was scouted 
for the pageant due to 
her past pageant experi-
ence and the multiple 
titles she carries, includ-
ing Miss Asian Global 
3rd Princess, Miss 
Talent, Miss Social 
Media and others. 

“I ’m blessed and 
excited,” she said. “This 
is truly an opportunity 
for me to share the 
important message I 
have, taking along every-
thing I’ve learned, from 
growing up in the small 
town of Grosse Pointe to 
living in Chicago to 
becoming a free bird. I 
talk a lot about the phoe-
nix in my platform. To 
rise above the ashes, you 
have to burn fi rst.”

Lun currently is writ-
ing a mocktail recipe 
book as part of her Rise 
Strong Now platform.

Follow her jounrey on 
Instagram @JadeLun 
and @RiseStrongNow.

COMPETE:
Continued from page 3B

COURTESY PHOTO

Lun was a member of the varsity Grosse Pointe North and Grosse Pointe South 
ice skating team.

Blood drives
The American Red 

Cross hosts the following 
blood drives:

◆ 11:30 a.m. to 5:20 
p.m. Friday, July 21, 
Grosse Pointe Woods 
Community Center, 20025 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods.

◆ 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Wednesday, July 26, St. 
Clair Shores City Hall, 
27600 Jefferson, St. Clair 
Shores.

Sunrise Rotary
The Grosse Pointe 

Sunrise Rotary Club hosts 
its next meeting at 7 a.m. 
Tuesday, July 25, at the 
Edsel & Eleanor Ford 
House  Conference 
Center, 1100 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Shores. 
The Rotary International 

District 6400 governor 
speaks. Guests are wel-
come.

Rotary
The Rotary Club of 

Grosse Pointe hosts its 
next meeting 5:30 to 7 
p.m. Wednesday, July 26. 
Belle Isle Conservancy 
President and CEO 
Michele Hodges speaks. 
Email grossepointero-
tary@gmail.com.

EVENTS:
Continued from page 3B

Underground City in 
Montreal, as well as Old 
and New Quebec and 
Montmorency Falls in 
Quebec City.

The seven-day, six-night 
spring sojourn to the 
South takes place April 26 

to May 2, and includes two 
nights in Charleston, S.C., 
Savannah, Ga., and Jekyll 
Island, Ga. During the 
day, travelers will explore 
the historic cities and their 
pristine gardens, cobble-
stone streets, Civil War-
era mansions, elaborate 
cottages and sandy 
beaches.

Both tours include air-

fare, motorcoach trans-
portation and hotel 
accommodations. Learn 
more about the itineraries 
and costs at the July 26 
presentation.

The presentations and 
trips are open to all. Call 
The Helm at (313) 882-
9600 to register for the 
presentation and learn 
more about the trips.

EARLY:
Continued from page 5B

Carry on!
TAKE THE GOOD TIME WITH YOU!

ADULT BEVERAGES NOW PERMITTED IN THE VILLAGE LOOP SOCIAL DISTRICT* 
* THROUGH PARTICIPATING GP VILLAGE ESTABLISHMENTS. PLEASE DRINK RESPONSIBLY.

!!

THREE DAYS.
TWO EVENTS.

ONE 
GREAT 
TIME!

THURS. 3–7PM

Budding young artists compete 
as they showcase their talents on 

Village business windows! 
PRESENTED BY CITY OF GROSSE POINTE FOUNDATION

FRI. 10AM–8PM; SAT. 10AM–6PM

Enjoy food, games, entertainment, 
vendors and special sales from 

Village retailers!

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS

THEVILLAGEGROSSEPOINTE.ORG • 313-886-7474 • EMAIL: VILLAGEDDA@GROSSEPOINTECITY.ORG • THEVILLAGEGROSSEPOINTE 

ANDERSON, ECKSTEIN & WESTRICK • BRIEDEN CONSULTING GROUP • GROSSE POINTE NEWS •
SAVVY CHIC BOUTIQUE • SIDE STREET DINER • SMALL FAVORS • STIFEL • VERSA REAL ESTATE •
CITY OF GROSSE POINTE FOUNDATION
AITKEN & ORMOND INSURANCE • KERCHEVAL DANCE • MERILL LYNCH/THE BRC GROUP

_GPsalebration2023adFULL02.indd   1 7/4/23   2:00 PM

072023

Subscribing is easy. 
Call 313.343.5578

or visit grossepointenews.com

It’s what’s most important to you, to your 
kids, to your family. It’s easy to stay on top 
of what is happening around you with the

$4 Annual subscription, 
delivered weekly with 
24/7 online access

Your Neighborhood
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here are so many great rea-
sons to welcome a pet into your 
family. Companionship, uncon-
ditional love and protection are 
some of the top reasons people 
seek the perfect pet to joim the 
household. Parents also may 
also want children to have pets 
so they can learn to develop a 
sense of caring and responsi-
bility for someone other than 
themselves.

Yet when considering the 
adoption of a new pet, taking the 

make all the difference between 
heartache and happiness. There 
is nothing sadder than falling in 
love with a pet, only to discover 
a dealbreaker. Before bringing 
any animal into a household, it 
is important to ask a few pointed 
questions and conduct an hon-
est assessment of various fac-
tors that can affect the animal’s 
and your family’s well-being.

commitments. For example, a 

cost considerably less than a 
pet dog. Adults must consider 
what they can afford when it 
comes to pets, as each animal 

comes with a separate initial 
price tag and subsequent food 
and care costs. Planning for the 
future, such as purchasing pet 
insurance can be a smart way 
to be prepared for any medical 
issue that might occur -- just 
like with humans. Be totally 

costs, because once you love a 
pet, you’ll want them to have 
the best all around care you 
would want for any member of 
your family. 

Children younger than age 

enough to view the pet as some-
thing other than a toy or play-

thing. Before committing to a 
pet, particularly one that will 
serve as a child’s companion, be 
honest about the child’s matu-
rity level. Some pets may have 
easygoing temperaments, like 
family-friendly dog breeds, in-
cluding beagles and retrievers. 
Toy breeds could be injured by 
a small child but may be ideal 
once the kids are more mature.  

A skittish cat may not be the 

so look for a cat with a more 
laid-back personality for young-
er children or toddlers.

people, should be the motto.

Families that go on frequent 
vacations or are involved in 
many after-work or extracur-
ricular school activities may not 
have enough time to devote to 
pets that thrive on interaction. 
It’s not kind leave a pet to be left 
alone too often. 

Dogs need frequent walking 
and fresh air, so therefore require 
families that can meet that activ-
ity level. More sedentary families 
should pick pets like cats, rabbits 
and hamsters, but sometimes a 
pet who requires exercise can en-

courage its people to move more 
too, if they are able.

Dander, hair and feathers can 
trigger allergic reactions in chil-
dren and adults, so certain pets 
may need to be avoided. Speak 
with a pediatrician or a veteri-
narian and ask for suggestions 
on which hypoalergenic pets 
may work best if anyone in the 
house suffers from allergies. 

Before making the lifetime 
commitment a pet requires, 
families should do adequate re-
search on the precious pets they 
are considering. This way there 
will be fewer surprises, and no 
disappointments. 

Make it a family affair to look at 
information regarding pet/breed 
temperament and personality, ge-
netic predispositions, grooming 
needs, exercise requirements, vet 
checkup schedules and lifespans, 
among other factors.

By preparing themselves with 

ideal pet that will thrive in their 
home and become one more 
member of a happy family.

Choosing the perfect family pet for you

Keep your pets calm...

-

gpaas.org

PRESS

NEWSHOUND
SAYS:

Bandit

PETS

T

Adopt Peta Every pet deserves a home.
GROSSE POINTE ANIMAL ADOPTION SOCIETY • gpaas.org 
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23

(313) 882-6900

Lily Jax Sydney Trudi Wendell

JEFFERY TORRICE

Female, 3 Year old, Black/
White/Brown, Pomeranian/ 

Husky Mix.

(313) 881-0200

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551
SPONSORED BY:

JEFFERY TORRICE

Male, 1 Year old,
Mixed Breed, Tricolor, 15lbs.

(313) 881-0200

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551
SPONSORED BY:

Female, 2 Year old, Labrador/ 
Pitbull Mix, Blonde, 50lbs.

(313) 881-5675

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551
SPONSORED BY:

Male, 2 Year old, Boxer/Pitt-
bull Mix, Red/White, 50lbs

(586) 415-6700

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551
SPONSORED BY:

Female, 4 Year old, Border
Collie Mix, Black/White, 45lbs.

(313) 882-7233

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

Female, 1 Year old,
Mixed Breed, 50lbs.

(313) 343-6494

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

Male, 2 Year old, Bichon-
Shitzhu, White/Fawn, 15lbs.

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

Female, 2 Year old, German 
Shepherd, Sable, 60lbs.

(586) 774-0090

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

Male, 1 Year old, Boxer Mix, 
Brindle/White, 30lbs.

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

(313) 885-6095

Hannah
Female, 2 Month old,

Shorthair, White/Black.

To adopt this cat
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

JEFFERY TORRICE

(313) 881-0200

Charlotte Coco Elsi K enny

ROY O’BRIEN
SUZANNE STERR CLEM

Female, 3 Year old,
Shorthair, White.

(586) 601-1401

To adopt this cat
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

Myrn a

JEFFERY TORRICE

Angel
Female, 3 Year old, Black,

Labrador Mix, 50lbs.

(313) 881-0200

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551
SPONSORED BY:

JEFFERY TORRICE

Kevin
Male, 2 Month old,

Shorthair, Gray.

(313) 881-0200

To adopt this cat
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551
SPONSORED BY:

DAN BATTJES

GROSSE POINTE
ANIMAL ADOPTION SOCIETY

20542 Harper
(Lennon and Harper)

(313) 884-1551
www.gpaas.org

Ope n Hou s e Eve ry Sat u rda yOpe n Hou s e Eve ry Sat u rda y
10: 00a m-12: 00pm fo r Dogs & Cat s10: 00a m-12: 00pm fo r Dogs & Cat s

Animals Available
for Adoption at gpaas.org
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LIFE & LEISURE
2C GP GABBY  |  3C MOMBEAU’S TABLE  |  8C MOVIE JUNKIE MARK  |   10C & 11C COMICS

When protecting your Auto, Home, Life,  
Lake Estate®, Commercial and more, the

EXPERIENCE 
MATTERS.

O: (586) 265-2304 | D: (313) 600-5979  
t.mercer@fbinsmi.com

Call Tom Mercer today!

Scan for Quote!

07
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23

CONVENIENT INDOOR PICK UP • NEW AND USED • HOME OR BUSINESS DELIVERY

ROY O’BRIEN
TED RONEY IV

586-601-1381
TEDRONEY@ROYOBRIEN.COM

GROSSE POINTE FARMS RESIDENT
SCLEM@ROYOBRIEN.COM

LIFETIME GROSSE POINTE RESIDENT

SUZANNE CLEM
586-601-1401

07
20
23

Devin Scillian & Arizona Son
July 28 at 7 p.m.
Winner of the prestigious Detroit Music Award for

Best Country Performer, Devin Scillian (WDIV) and h

band Arizona Son come to Ford House for a

night of country music.

Lake Fest
August 5 at 12 p.m.
A fun and educational opportunity to engage kids

help them understand the importance of our natu

surroundings. Scavenger hunts, art station, sensor

and wildlife to meet.

Summer Concert

Michigan Philharmonic
August 25 at 6:30 p.m.
This year’s concert theme is “Michigan Phil at the Movies:

Icons & Superheroes“, and will feature music from films

such as James Bond, To Kill a Mockingbird, The Incredibles, 

Titanic, and more! These blockbuster movie scores are

sure to bring  great time, perfect for the entire family.

Plus dozens more events, tours, and experiences to enjoy!

1 100 LAKE SHORE ROAD

GROSSE P OINTE SHORES,  MI  48236

313-884-4222  |   WWW.FORDHOUSE.ORG

TOURS  |   EVENTS  |  EDUCATION PROGRAMS  |   DINING  |   PRIVATE EVENTS
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Summer Concert

Devin Scillian & Arizona Son
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O n  t h e 
back of last 
year’s inau-

gural success, the city of Harper Woods 
and artist Amadeus Roy are teaming up 
for the second annual Lost in the Woods 
Fest, planned from noon to 8 p.m. 
Saturday, Aug. 5, at Salter Memorial 
Park, 19430 Harper, Harper Woods.

It promises to be bigger and better 
than last year’s event, which drew 
around 500 guests.

“Last year, we had 15 artist vendors, 
we unveiled the city’s fi rst mural, there 
was a DJ and food trucks,” said Roy, 
who was instrumental in organizing 
both events. “A major addition this year 
is including a festival-style lineup of 
seven hours of live music, featuring 
local talent and up-and-coming artists. 
They’ll play mostly hip-hop, dance and 
house music.”

The lineup includes JMT, G Thirteen, 
Fat Ron the Dank God, Stoop Lee, 
Daniel Hex, 47 Chops, GriffyORO, 
Sprng4Evr, Sheefy McFly, DJ Killa 
Squid, New Age Hero, LiveFromMARS, 
DJ Insomniak, Tokage Ozu, Danny M., 
malikdoesyoga and SRCH ENGN.

Apart from live music, another major 
change in this year’s festivities includes 
an increase in vendors. Forty local fi ne 
artists, independent food vendors, busi-
nesses and community organizations — 
providing information on sustainable 
gardening, ecology, voters’ rights and 
other topics — will be on hand.

Roy said he hopes the event helps pro-
mote a love of education.

“Outside of arts and music, I’m also 

big on positive momentum — in society 
and as a people,” he said. “They’ll come 
and see cool art and hear cool music, but 
I want them to leave with a knowledge 
they didn’t have before.”

Food trucks will return this year, as 
will a beer tent run by the Harper Woods 
Public Safety Department and live paint-
ing demonstrations by local artists. 
Guests also will have a chance to par-
ticipate in an interactive art installation.

“I’m making a six-by-six-foot installa-
tion that’s a wood-cut logo for the festi-
val,” Roy said. “The back of it will be 
painted white. We’ll be providing paint 
supplies and for a donation, people can 
paint ‘whatever they’d like’ on the back,” 
though words or images should be 
appropriate, not profane, he added. 

Funds raised through the installation 
will benefit the Harper Woods High 
School arts program.

“I want to promote interactivity with 
the community and experience with the 
fi ne arts, which is not as prevalent these 
days,” Roy said. “There’s so much focus 
on graphic arts.”

The event welcomes guests as early as 
noon, but offi cially kicks off with open-
ing remarks from Harper Woods Mayor 
Valerie Kindle at 12:30 p.m.

“I’m expecting around 1,000 people 
this year,” Roy said. “It’s something the 
community values, that spreads positiv-
ity and spreads community. I want to 
provide an opportunity for people to get 
out of the house and back together.”

Find more information about Lost in 
the Woods Fest on Facebook, Instagram 
or amadeusroyart.com.

2nd annual Lost in the Woods 
art festival is Aug. 5 at Salter
By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Posterity Gallery, 
17005 Kercheval, City of 
Grosse Pointe, hosts the 
exhibit ion,  “Art + 
Design,” featuring the 
artwork of Reni Stephan, 
now through Tuesday, 
Aug. 15.

Stephan was born in 
Baghdad, Iraq, in 1981. 
In hopes of a brighter 
future, his family decided 
to leave their home coun-
try when he was 10 years 

old. This dream was 
made a reality as they 
entered the United States 
in 1993, and Stephan was 
immediately enrolled in 
elementary school. At an 
early stage of his life, 
Reni discovered a pro-
found love for drawing. 
His undeniable talent 
was noticed by his teach-
ers.

During his high school 
years,  art  became 

Stephan’s  pr ior i ty . 
Taking many classes in 
this field, his artistic 
interests swelled and he 
began to realize he could 
fuse his passion for art 
with the dedication he 
had for his ancestors’ 
culture he’d left behind. 

Stephan further pur-
sued his college educa-
tion in creative studies in 
2005, where he furthered 
his reach and began 
painting and sculpting. 
Inspired by Western art, 
as well as legendary art-
ists, he dedicated his life 
to his crafts.

Opening reception, in 
conjunction with Grosse 
P o i n t e  L i f e s t y l e 
Magazine, takes place 4 
to 8 p.m. Thursday, July 
27, and includes compli-
mentary wine tasting and 
design features.

Vis i t  poster i tyart
gallery.com for more 
information.

‘Art + Design’ features 
work by artist Reni Stephan

The Art Takeover Project, created by 
Posterity Art Gallery owner Michelle 
Boggess-Nunley, is centered around 
the concept of better connecting the 
community and other communities 
through art.

Artists are invited to submit artwork 
for this walkable exhibition, which will 
span the entire City of Grosse Pointe 
downtown business  distr ict . 
Participating local shops will share 
their space with artists for this month-
long event, created to connect and pro-
vide visibility to local artists and 
storefronts. 

Submitted art can be two- or three-
dimensional, which can include wall 
art, sculptures, installations and inter-
active displays. 

Throughout this event, visitors will 
be able to vote for best in show, par-
ticipate in special event days such as 
art-themed scavenger hunts, an open-
ing day kickoff and a chance to meet 
many of the artists. Businesses and art-
ists will be paired based on the infor-
mation each provide. 

Best in show winners will be 
announced at a closing event. Prizes 
can include cash, a solo-show at 
Posterity Gallery and/or other local 

businesses.
The exhibition is a spinoff of last 

year’s Art Collab Project, which chal-
lenged artists to step out of their com-
fort zone by collaborating with another 
artist working in a different medium or 
practice. Artists were paired together, 
completely at random, then challenged 
to create something new together and 
share their experiences.

This year’s event will take place 
throughout The Village and the “col-
laborations” will be between artists 
and businesses. An illustrated map of 
participating businesses and artists 
will be available for visitors to see all 
of the displayed artwork and vote for 
their favorites.

The submission deadline is Saturday, 
July 22. Businesses and artists will be 
paired the fi rst week of August and 
installation will occur the last week of 
August.

The exhibition takes place the entire 
month of September.

An opening day kickoff event is 
planned Thursday, Sept. 7.

For more information, visit posterity
artgallery.com/arttakeoverproject, 
email gallery@posterityartgallery.com 
or call (313) 884-8105.

Art Takeover Project deadline nearing

The artist, 
Reni 
Stephan, 
sits near a 
self-por-
trait. His 
work will be 
displayed at 
Posterity 
Gallery 
through 
Aug. 15.

COURTESY 
PHOTOS

The artist with another of his works.
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Grosse Pointe GabbyGrosse Pointe Gabby
The Pulse Of The PointesThe Pulse Of The Pointes

by Anna Lizer

Dear Gabby: My son is 
telling me he really needs 
a phone and that it’s not 
“fair” that all his friends 
have one and he doesn’t.
I am not ready to take this 
step yet, I don’t think.

He is in 4th grade and I 
don’t see the upside. I’m 
surprised that all of his 
friends have already been 
trusted to take care of an 
expensive phone with 
access to everything that’s 
out there. Am I alone here?

—- Phone Shy in the 
Farms

Dear Phone Shy,

You are the parent, 
and therefore what you 
say goes. As far as others 
(which doesn’t really 
matter, but for what it’s 
worth) 42 percent of kids 
have a phone by age 10.
By age 12, it’s 71 percent. 
By 14, it’s 91 percent, 
according to Common 
Sense Media.

In my personal expe-
rience, phones start to 
b e c o m e  s o m e w h a t 
necessary when they 
are alone at sporting 

events, get out of school 
late and need to let you 
know at the last min-
ute, and so on.

It’s also helpful for 
them to keep you 
informed of where they 
are — especially in the 
summer when around 
here they are roaming all 
over town all day long! 

All of that said, let 
me repeat: you are the 
boss.  What you say 
goes and they must 
respect that.

My fi nal piece of advice 
is if the concern is around 

the expense, have your 
child save and pay for 
the phone themselves (if 
it’s not the full amount 
that’s OK, but it has to be 
enough for them to feel 
true ownership). 

You’ll be amazed how 
much more careful and 
responsible they will be 
when it’s their own 
investment.

We love problem-solving 
and giving advice! Please 
send us your questions & 
problems to advice@grosse
pointenews.com.

DEAR ANNIE: My 
spouse has become a 
viral social media sensa-
tion. They have been 
quite popular, and I 
recently learned of many 
“friendships” that have 
developed with members 
of the opposite sex. One 
in particular has become, 
and I quote, “the best 
friend I have ever had.”

The last year has been 
filled with many strug-

gles on my end, and I fell 
into a very deep depres-
sion. My spouse chose to 
ignore this and reach out 
to these “friends.” They 
claim they are all pla-
tonic.

We have been trying to 
work on our marriage, 
but I am really hurt by 
this. I love this person 
with all of my heart and 
really want to make our 
marriage work. We have 

had some amazing heart-
to-heart conversations 
recently, and I think they 
are starting to under-
stand how badly I am 
hurting by the way they 
have behaved.

I just don’t know if I 
can trust the words they 
say. My intuition says 
yes, but my head makes 
me cautious.

Social media is not 
positive for our mar-

riage, but they won’t give 
it up. Please help. I am 
already so heartbroken. 
— LONELY AND SAD

DEAR LONELY AND 
SAD: Social media, or 
any online connection, 
doesn’t hold a candle to 
the real heart-to-heart 
conversation you have 
had with your spouse. 
Continue to be open with 
your feelings and listen 
to your intuition.

If the social media is 
part of your spouse’s job, 

then asking them to give 
that up is not the solution 
either. The solution is to 
have personal boundar-
ies on what your partner 
can and cannot allow on 
social media.

Talk about what you 
both feel comfortable 
with. Healthy commu-
nication and trust are 
great muscles to work 
in a marriage,  and 
your spouse’s new-
found social  media 
fame is certainly giv-

ing you the opportu-
nity to do just that.

Best of luck to you. In 
addition, I would encour-
age you to seek the help 
of a professional thera-
pist if you are suffering 
from depression. Try to 
surround yourself with 
friends and family when 
you are feeling down.

Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com. COPYRIGHT 
2023 CREATORS.COM.

Are fourth graders ready 
for their own cell phone

4 Out Of 5

I have been on the hunt 
for the perfect overnight 
bag to bring with me on 
road trips.  Something for 
short to medium jaunts 
either up north, to kids’ 
sporting weekends or the 
occasional girls trip.

At some point, this 
Hulken bag ad kept com-
ing up on my social media 
feed. It looked pretty cool, 
but was billed 
as more of a 
g r o c e r y -
schlepping 
bag for peo-
ple in New 
York City. 
Still, it got 
my interest 
enough to 
click on it and 
I  s t a r t e d 
investigating.

It occurred 
to me I could 
use this grocery-type bag 
on wheels for my over-
nights. And the price was 
right — only $89. To me, 
that’s a pretty good price 
for a suitcase.

The bag is made of 
really strong material, 
kind of like an Ikea bag. 
The colors are nice — 
there’s a cool shiny black, 
metallic rose gold and 
metallic silver. I went with 
black, a classic.

The bag is outfi tted with 
handles you can put 
around your shoulder and 
carry, as well as a large 
handle on the front with 
which you can pull the bag 
like a wagon (for lack of a 
better way to explain it).

It’s so easy. It’s perfect 
for what I was looking for. 
You can just throw all of 

your stuff in there — tow-
els, clothes, makeup, even 
a cooler, shoes and what-
ever else you need.

It’s a very large bag and 
I ordered the medium. 
According to the Hulken 
website, the medium can 
hold two to three full gro-
cery bags; the dimensions 
are 16-by-12-by-20 inches.

The large can hold fi ve 
to six gro-
cery bags. 
I cannot 

imagine ever 
needing the large, unless I 
wanted to pack for my 
whole family for a trip. 
Hmm, maybe I should 
consider that.

I love the bag mostly 
because it’s perfect for 
last-minute packers like 
me. I’m always throwing 
in everything but the 
kitchen sink right up until 
the minute I leave the 
house. Chargers, water 
bottles, books, a football 
— you name it.

I love how it’s tall and 
has so much space. If you 
go to a hotel, just pull it 
behind you with pillows 
and blankets or whatever 
else you brought on top of 

it. And even better, it’s 
easy to see what is in the 
bag and on occasion I 
don’t even really unpack 
because it’s organized in 
there and easy to fi nd.

All in all, I think this bag 
is a great choice for some-
one like me who is always 
on the fly and has their 
hands full.

The newer Hulken bags 
have been improved and 
have a zipper top (mine is 
open). This is a major 
upgrade and I’m bummed 
mine doesn’t include that 
feature, but I’m still giv-
ing it a 4-alligator rat-
ing. If I ever have to give 
a gift for a city-dweller, 
I know what I’ll be get-
ting.

This would be so key 
for lugging around gro-

ceries, plants, purchases 
from the hardware store 
and even as a work bag 
for commuters who have 
a lot of stuff.

You can fi nd yourself a 
Hulken bag online at 
hulkenbag.com or by vis-
iting its social media 
pages. The website is not 
the most user-friendly — 
it has a lot of photos, but 
not a lot of info.

We LOVE testing out 
new things! Tell us about 
your favorite item or 
something you want us 
to try for you! Drop us a 
line at media@grossepoin-
tenews.com.

Dear Annie
by Annie Lane

Spouse’s social media fame 
is straining our marriage
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Summer is all about 
recipes that are easy, 
seasonal and fresh. It 
never has to be about an 
abundance of ingredi-
ents or excessive labor to 
prepare something that’s 
just OK.

Instead, make it origi-
nal and genuinely great. 
The pleasure of cooking 
should come with mak-
ing something that you 
are proud of and happy 
to share. Stress can fi nd 
us all in October.

This recipe is simplis-
tic but so lovely. Pasta 
that is dressed with 
humble vegetables, olive 
oil, and lemon, then 
tossed together with 
great cheese.

I use the juice from a 
whole lemon and zest as 
well. The brightness of 
the lemon just screams 
summer breeze on a 
warm evening. Hot off 
the stove or packed 
away for a picnic, you 
can’t go wrong. 

The art of good home 
cooking is solely in your 
pocket if you just look 
around to seek it. Find 

inspiration in farmer’s 
markets, restaurants 
and family. That’s what 
they are there for.  My 
favorite part is making 
up my own. This recipe 
isn’t rocket science but 
it sure is great. 

Cheers, Mombeau

Spaghetti with 
Zucchini, Squash and 

Lemon

1 medium zucchini

1 medium yellow 
squash

2 minced garlic cloves

½ tsp red chili fl akes

½ lb spaghetti

4 tbsp olive oil

1 lemon, zest and juice

Parmigiano Reggiano, 
to taste

Start by boiling a pot of 
water for the pasta.

Using a vegetable 

peeler, make ribbons 
from top to bottom of the 
zucchini and squash. 
Stop when you get to the 
seedy core. It should 
yield about 4 cups. Set 
aside and heat a skillet 
on medium heat.

Add 2 tbsp of olive oil 
and saute the garlic and 
chili fl akes and be care-
ful not to burn, about 20 
seconds. Add in the 
squash and zucchini and 
cook until soft, about fi ve 
minutes. 

Once the water is boil-
ing, drop in the pasta and 
cook according to the 
box’s direction.

If the veggies are done 
prior, turn the heat off 
because it can wait. Once 
the noodles are cooked, 
reserve ½ cup of the pasta 
water. Strain and add the 
pasta to the pan with zuc-
chini and squash. Add the 
pasta water, lemon juice 
and zest.

Let the flavors come 
together for a few min-
utes. Season with salt 
and pepper and finish 
with lots of shavings of 
parmigiano reggiano. PHOTO BY KAREN FERGUSON

Courtesy of Mombeau’s Table

The wine shop clerk told 
me the wine was very dry, 
but when I took my pur-
chase home and pulled the 
cork, I found it to be too 
sweet for me.

Yet again, I learned that 
taking the advice of wine 
store clerks can be a mixed 
bag, and often leads to an 
inappropriate purchase —
or worse, an awful wine.

It is one reason that I 
rarely ask for advice in a 
wine shop. It usually has to 
do with the fact that I pre-
fer to pucker after I sip a 
white wine. Clerks assume 
I’m like most Americans, 
for whom a slightly sweet 
wine is fi ne.

In most cases, I want 
wines that are completely 
dry, including wines that 

some clerks would assert 
are dry, but are not.

How can there be such 
a wide disagreement? 
Part of it may be attrib-
uted to a lack of educa-
tion on the part of the 
clerks. And part of it may 
well be related to the fact 
that a wine without any 
residual sugar still can 
come across as slightly 
sweet if the acidity is par-
ticularly low.

We all taste things dif-
ferently. I may say a hot 
sauce is too spicy, while 
another person says it isn’t 
spicy enough. Some peo-
ple like salt added to every-
thing they eat; others don’t 
like salt at all.

Wine is pretty much 
the same way, and when 

it comes to acidity and 
sugar, there are so many 
differences of opinion 
that no one can be abso-
lutely certain whether 
your dry is my sweet or 
vice versa.

All of us have had 
wines that were identi-
fied on their labels as 
being “dry,” but are so 
soft that they have no 
appeal with food. When 
this occurs, there are a 
few things we can do to 
correct the situation, 
even though purists 
would frown on such 
notions.

— Add citric acid to your 
glass.

A couple of drops of 
lemon juice would also 

help to restore the balance 
of a sweet wine, but lem-
ons have fl avors that alter 
the taste of the wine, often 
in strange ways that may 
be unappealing.

Citric acid, which can 
be found in stores that 
carry canning supplies, 
has no aroma or taste. A 
quarter teaspoon added 
to a fi ve-ounce glass of 
wine may help its bal-
ance. Experiment with an 
eighth of a teaspoon fi rst.

— Add a few drops of 
spring water to your glass.

I don’t like adding water 
to my wine because it 
tends to upset the struc-
ture, but when a wine is 
too sweet, a teaspoon or 
two of water can help to 
lower the alcohol level, 
which has a slight sweet-
ness all its own. This really 
works well for red wines 

that have alcohol levels 
near or higher than 15 per-
cent.

— Chill the wine a bit.
A well-known tactic to 

deal with soft, slightly 
sweet wines is to chill 
them so the cold can emu-
late the acid. I realize that 
red wine is not supposed 
to be served cold, but 
sometimes with sweeter 
red wines, the best tactic is 
to chill them.

— Seek lower-alcohol 
wines.

As previously noted, 

alcohol can have a sweet-
imparting character, so to 
get drier wines, seek wines 
whose alcohol levels are 
below 14 percent. The 
lower the alcohol level, the 
better your chances of 
fi nding a dry wine. 

No wine of the week.

To To find out more 
about Sonoma County 
resident Dan Berger, 
v i s i t  the  Creators 
Syndicate webpage at 
www.creators.com. 

COPYRIGHT 2023 
CREATORS.COM.

Wine  Talk
by Dan Bergerby Dan Berger

How sweet it is

A lemony pasta
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BOWLS, NOODLES AND SANDWICHES
NOW 
OPEN

375 FISHER ROAD, GROSSE POINTE • (313) 469-7413 • www.americanasiandeli.com
Carry-out and limited seating available - Join us for a culinary experience!

GPPL Together @ your parks
Photo story by Renee Landuyt

Odessa Stevant looks 
through the books in the 
Book Bike so she can 
check one out and take it 
home to read.

Henry Picek and his sister, Rose 
Picek, talk to each other through 

the telephone tube.

Edward Rempert 
shows his son, 

Edward Rempert, 
how to braid a 

friendship bracelet 
while his other son, 

Henri, wears the 
friendship bracelet 

he made earlier. 

pic 2

Grosse Pointe Public Library librarians are visiting different parks this 
summer, offering activity challenges, games, the Book Bike and more, 
allowing guests a chance to check out a book, make a craft or wander 
along a story walk. 

Maddy MacKinnon and 
Gemma Studders get 
some air under their 

feet before they stomp 
on the pad of the Stomp 

Rocket to make the 
rockets go fl ying.
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Recapping all
the 
competition fun

FISHING CONTEST

COURTESY PHOTOS

By Donna Zetterlund
Special Writer 

The Grosse Pointe News Inshore Fishing Classic 

and women took to the shoreline in droves to catch 
some rays along with largemouth and smallmouth 
bass, pike, walleye and muskie.

-
ticipants reeled in were nothing short of spectacular. 
The contest brought out the very best local anglers and 
they did not disappoint.

steady contender and category winner throughout the 
contest. We congratulate Andy on his win and thank 
him for his active participation. For the full list of 2023 
contest winners see the compilation on the facing page.

The Grosse Pointe News extends its genuine thanks 
to Charles Schwab Grosse Pointe for the winners’ gen-

-

& Toy and the anonymous donor of the great high-tech 
electronics prizes. 

-
ward to next year’s Grosse Pointe News Inshore Fish-
ing Classic!

WINNER’S CIRCLE

Inshore Fishing ClassicInshore Fishing Classic
20232023

CLASSICCLASSIC
GOOD TIMESGOOD TIMES

TOP RIGHT: Parker Crandall, age 7, of Grosse 
Pointe Farms, caught his amazing 18” large-
mouth bass at the Grosse Pointe Yacht Club. 
Well done, Parker.

Congratulations

Victoria Whittingham, 
right, age 6, of Grosse 
Pointe Farms, was very 
active in the contest this 
year. She displays a nice  
13” smallmouth bass she 
caught at Pier Park.

Sponsored by:
Lakeside Fishing Shop
25110 Jefferson Avenue/10 Mile Road
St. Clair Shores  • (586) 777-7003

FISH TIPS
by Lakeside

Fishing Shop

See schwab.com/pricing for additional information. 

© 2023 Charles Schwab & Co., Inc. (“Schwab”) Member SIPC. 
All rights reserved. (1120-0JP6) SCH11020-55 (05/23)

Get started at 
schwab.com/GrossePointe

Full service. Low costs.
No tradeoffs.

Jackie Piper
Financial Consultant

Kyle Hecht
Branch Leader

Grosse Pointe Branch
20879 Mack Ave., Unit #5
Grosse Pointe, MI 48236
313-743-0433
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report: Call (586) 777-7008

THIS WEEK’S TIP:
Congratulations to all the constestants of 
this year’s Fishing Classic! Enjoy the rest of 

stop by to see us!
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WINNER’S CIRCLEWINNER’S CIRCLE

TO ALL OF OUR WINNERS! THANK YOU FOR TAKING 
PART IN THE GROSSE POINTE NEWS FISHING CLASSIC

Inshore Fishing Classic
2023

CLASSIC
GOOD TIMES

WINNERS - JUNE 22, 2023
DIVISION A WINNERS (age 12 and under)
BASS Parker Crandall, 18” bass
MUSKIE N/A

Malcom Richards, 32” 
WALLEYE N/A

DIVISION B WINNERS (age 13-19)
BASS Daniel Shanle, 13, 16” bass 
MUSKIE N/A
PIKE N/A
WALLEYE N/A

DIVISION C WINNERS (ADULT, age 19+)
BASS (TIE) Steven Kujawski tied with a 16” bass
BASS (TIE) Joseph O’Laughlin tied with a 16” bass
MUSKIE N/A
PIKE N/A
WALLEYE Matthew Fabry, 24” walleye

RAFFLE WINNERS 
$100 Fishbones gift card - Patricia Kolojeski
$25 Whistle Stop gift card - Clara Milne
Electronics prize - Brooke McMillan

WINNERS - JUNE 8, 2023
DIVISION A WINNERS (age 12 and under)
BASS Reid McGucken, Grosse Pointe Farms, 21” bass
MUSKIE N/A
PIKE Sam Wakefield, Grosse Pointe Shores, 24” pike
WALLEYE Asher Chin, Grosse Pointe Farms, 17” walleye

DIVISION B WINNERS (age 13-19)
BASS Liam Gilmour, Grosse Pointe Farms, 22” bass 
MUSKIE N/A
PIKE N/A
WALLEYE N/A

DIVISION C WINNERS (ADULT, age 19+)
BASS Dan Whittingham, 20.5” bass, caught fly fishing
MUSKIE N/A
PIKE Tom Kolojeski, Grosse Pointe Farms, 33” pike 
WALLEYE Andy Hauswirth, Grosse Pointe, 20.5” walleye

RAFFLE WINNERS 
$100 Fishbones gift card - Joseph Miller
$25 Whistle Stop gift card - Teddy Whittingham
Lakeside Fishing gift card - Daniel Shanle
Electronics prize - gaming mouse - Andrew Phillips

WINNERS - JUNE 15, 2023
DIVISION A WINNERS (age 12 and under)
BASS Malcom Richards, 17” smallmouth bass
MUSKIE N/A
PIKE N/A
WALLEYE N/A

DIVISION B WINNERS (age 13-19)
BASS Andrew Phillips, 16.5” largemouth bass
MUSKIE N/A
PIKE N/A
WALLEYE N/A

DIVISION C WINNERS (ADULT, age 19+)
BASS Joseph Miller, 21.5” smallmouth bass
MUSKIE N/A
PIKE Andy Hauswirth, 34” pike
WALLEYE N/A

RAFFLE WINNERS 
$100 Fishbones gift card - Tom Kolojeski
$25 Whistle Stop gift card - Sam Wakefield
Lakeside Fishing gift card - Gabriel Kuzma
Electronics prize: speaker - Alex Blyth

CongratulationsCongratulationsA WHOPPING

WINNERS - JUNE 29, 2023
DIVISION A WINNERS (age 12 and under)
BASS Sam Wakefield, 12, caught a winning 18” bass in GPS
MUSKIE Reid McGuckin got the winning 15” muskie in GPF
PIKE Reid McGuckin also landed the winning 15” pike in GPF
WALLEYE N/A

DIVISION B WINNERS (age 13-19)
BASS Sam Andris, 13, a winning 13” smallmouth bass 
MUSKIE N/A
PIKE N/A
WALLEYE N/A

DIVISION C WINNERS (ADULT, age 19+)
BASS Joseph Miller caught the winning 20” bass in GPP
MUSKIE N/A
PIKE N/A
WALLEYE N/A

RAFFLE WINNERS 
$100 Fishbones gift card - John Leverenz
$25 Lakeside Fishing gift card - Jake Wittwer
$25 Lakeside Fishing gift card - Kate Andris
Electronics prize - Ashley Andris

WINNERS - JULY 6, 2023 
DIVISION A WINNERS (age 12 and under)
BASS Anna Skowronski, a 17” bass at Pier Park
MUSKIE N/A
PIKE Malcom Richards, 20” pike off Harsens Island
WALLEYE N/A

DIVISION B WINNERS (age 13-19)
BASS Sam Andris, 16.25” bass at Pier Park
MUSKIE N/A
PIKE N/A
WALLEYE N/A

DIVISION C WINNERS (ADULT, age 19+)
BASS John Leverenz reeled in a 18.25” bass at CSYC
MUSKIE N/A
PIKE Andy Hauswirth, 27” pike at City Park
WALLEYE Patrick Cavera, 22” walleye at GPYC

RAFFLE WINNERS 
$100 Fishbones gift card - Chace Wakefield
Lakeside Fishing gift card - Luke Skowronski
Electronics prize - Sam Wakefield

Andy Hauswirth, left, overall winner of the Classic, is congratulated by Kyle 
Hecht, Branch Leader at Charles Schwab Grosse Pointe, with son Hunter. 
Charles Schwab Grosse Pointe is the top sponsor of the Classic, providing 
cash prizes for all winners in each category and division. Congrats, Andy!

PHOTO

2023 OVERALL WINNER - ANDY HAUSWIRTH

Hauswirth’s winning 34” pike, above, caught at Farms Park.
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By Brian Owen
Guest Writer

-

caught, I’m still thinking about the one that got away. If I 
take a deep breath and close my eyes, I can still feel that 
connection to the great northern and let go knowing it was 

When Jerry, Craig, Brad and I met up in Minneapolis, we 
almost immediately agreed this would be our last adventure 

We would agree later that it might be time to stay at a lodge 
and have most of the creature comforts of home, minus the 
creatures.  

-
-

overs to get there had us running on fumes. The adrenaline 
won out that night and I stayed up early into the morning. 

walleye I had caught earlier, and prepared both to eat as a 
neon moon set on the other side of the bay. 

I wasn’t sure how to operate the stove or if it even worked 
and the generator was off, so I cooked the pike whole in 

used those for a walleye ceviche, seeing as we had no ice 

clean. I never got around to trying the ceviche as I didn’t 
trust the process without a way to keep it cold.  

Once the moon was gone, there was complete darkness 

a few breaks. Sham arrived at one point to drop off some 
supplies and ice and do some maintenance and repairs. The 

-

boats back to the launch site. We did get running water and 
enough ice to keep the beer cold for the remaining 36 hours.  

-

a few minutes at a time. The longest stretch of sleep I could 

-
ture was dropping, but opening the windows would have 

moving inside.  

I was happy to see the sun rise and excited to get back 

adrenaline were just what I needed to compensate for lack 

immediately. About an hour later, we decided to head back 

see that Jerry’s rod was doubled over. The wind was blow-
ing slightly off a rocky point and Jerry was hooked up with 
a monster northern. I grabbed my camera and snapped 
some pictures.  

-
cided to make a run, digging deep into the water and pull-
ing drag. You could hear the zip of the reel as it darted 
away from the boat. Craig was ready with the cradle, but 

the boat.  

Jerry’s patience and persistence paid off as he lifted the 
head of the pike into the cradle. Craig cinched the cradle 

40 inches — just slightly smaller than the smile on Jerry’s 

photos and took some video. I, of course, took photos of all 

the lake.  

With a trophy on the board and only a few hours left to 
-

eye honey hole that turned out to be one of the highlights of 
the week. Cast after cast, we continued to catch and release 

from the cabin to our meeting spot with Sham was even 

We made our way back to the lodge to settle the bill and 
begin our journey home. Jerry walked into Sham’s store-

to shop for lures and souvenirs, but we were both eaves-
dropping on Jerry letting Sham know his disappointment 
in the communication, accommodations, supplies and more 

-
pensation with a “free” trip back, but there is no chance we 
will ever return.  

-
ing. It was a great learning experience. It was a challenge 
that took me outside of my comfort zone both physically 
and mentally. I was with great friends who helped pass the 
downtime with stories and shared memories of our previous 
trip. They will also agree this was not a great trip.  

and the Sea” and as I closed the book, I couldn’t help but 
laugh out loud. In spite of the negative outcome of our trip, 
we were like four Santiagos, exhausted physically and men-

Fish on! 

——————

Lakeside 

Fishing
G R O S S E  P O I N T E

Join us in thanking our wonderful sponsors, who have so generously underwritten the contest and provided amazing prizes for the winners of the 

MANY THANKS TO OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS

A Great Northern Adventure: Part 2 By Brian Owen

DETERMINED FRIENDS GET MANITOBA TO DELIVER

Jerry displays his catch of “the big one” as 
son Craig captures the victorious moment.

Jerry and Brad Weinhold head out to get 

PHOTO BY CRAIG WEINHOLD

COURTESY PHOTOS
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John Leverenz, of Grosse Pointe Park, got this 18.25” smallmouth 
bass, above, off the dock at the Crescent Sail Yacht Club.

Patrick Cavera’s day of adventure at the Grosse Pointe Yacht Club 
paid off for him with the huge 22” walleye he caught, shown above.

Steven Kujawski, of Grosse Pointe Farms, snagged a nice 16” 
smallmouth bass, above, at Farms Park.

-
mouth bass, above, at Grosse Pointe  Shores Municipal Park.

Dave Whittingham, of Grosse Pointe Farms, caught the 20.5” small-

age 12 of Grosse Pointe. Malcom reeled in the prize 
32”  at Farms Park in June.

HAND-TIED FLY LURE

beautiful 16-incher on a perfect summer day at Shores’ Lake 
Front Park. Twelve-year-old Sam has been a very active par-
ticipant in the Classic since it began in May. Way to go, Sam!

W

A GALLERY OF CLASSIC MEMORIES

bass, above, at City Park.
Andy Hauswirth, of Grosse Pointe, caught a 17.5” largemouth, 
above, at his yacht club pier.

Brooke McMillan, 11, of 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

Patricia Kolojeski, of 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

Ella Metry, of 
Grosse Pointe, at Farms Pier.

Kyle Hecht , Branch Leader at Charles 
Schwab Grosse Pointe, and his 3-year-

old son Hunter, on Lake St. Clair.

Tom Kolojeski, from Grosse 
Pointe Farms, with his interesting 

catch at the Farms Pier.

COURTESY PHOTOS
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MOVIE REVIEW
“The Last Word”
2017 - Rated R

1 hr 48 min
★★★✩✩

Shirley MacLaine. 
What an amazing career. 
From her early fi lms like 
“The Trouble with Harry” 
and “The Apartment” to 
more recent projects 
i n c l u d i n g  “ S t e e l 
Magnolias” and “Terms 
of Endearment,” she’s 
produced a formidable 
body of work.

She has a reputation 
for being a headstrong, 
d e t e r m i n e d ,  a n d 
demanding actor — a 
true force to be reckoned 
with. I have a sneaking 
suspicion that “The Last 
Word” parallels her life 
just a little bit. 

The film is about 
H a r r i e t  L a u l e r 
(MacLaine), an 80-some-
thing woman we meet in 
her perfectly appointed 
and stately home. As we 
follow her around her 
home, we see she’s a 
lonely and sad soul.

She goes outside and 
immediately chastises 
her gardener for trim-
ming the hedges from the 
top down, instead from 
the bottom up as he’s 
been instructed to do. It’s 
no wonder she’s lonely, 
since she’s not only a per-
fectionist, she expects the 
same of others.

As the story unfolds, 
we learn she founded a 
very successful advertis-
ing agency and left her 
business on less than 
ideal terms. 

After reading a cou-

ple obituaries of people 
she knew, and were 
largely fabrications, 
she decides to do some-
thing about the way 
she’ll be written about 
when she passes on.

She marches into the 
local paper, the Bristol 
Gazette, to have a word 
with Ronald Odom (Tom 

Everett Scott) the pub-
lisher. She did a great 
deal to help his father 
make the paper a suc-
cess, so he owes her a 
favor or two.

Harriet demands she 

work with the obit writer 
Anne Sherman (Amanda 
Seyfried), to craft a glow-
ing and complimentary 
account of her life. 

Here is where the fi lm 
takes an amusing turn. 
Anne is given a long list 
of Harriet’s acquain-
tances. As she tries to 
contact the various peo-
ple, one after another 
hang up on her, and she 
crosses off just about 
everyone on the list.

The few folks who are 
actually willing to dis-
cuss their relationship 
with Harriet, have noth-
ing but negative things 
to say about her. One 
interviewee states, “I 
hate her. Absolutely 
hate her.” The camera 
pulls out to reveal his 
Roman collar!

We also meet her ex- 
husband Edward, the 
late Philip Baker Hall. So 
Anne defi nitely has her 
work cut out for her.  

It finally dawns on 
Harriet that she won’t be 
remembered kindly 
unless she does some 
good in the world. So she 
begins to do something 
to reshape her legacy.

You get the sense the 
film is going to be a 
retelling of “A Christmas 
Carol” and Mr. Scrooge, 
aka Harriet Lauler is 
going to change into a 
kindly, generous soul. 
Well, in this case it’s par-
tially true. But her trans-
formation is going to 
happen on her own 
terms. 

Harriet visits a home 
for at-risk youth. While 
giving a group of girls a 
lecture about being suc-
cessful while being true 
to yourself, she encoun-
ters Brenda (AnnJewel 
Lee Dixon).

Brenda is a foul-
mouthed, brash young 
African-American girl 

who she takes an instant 
shine to. Harriet has a lot 
to offer her, and vice 
versa. (I think it was 
Brenda’s use of f-bombs 
that garnered the fi lm an 
“R” rating). Ms. Dixon 
really impressed me with 
her acting chops, and I 
feel we’re going to be see-
ing a lot more of her in 
the not too distant future.

The three women 
played off each other 
naturally and it was 

great fun to see them 
interact.  Each one 
learned from the other 
two to mature and 
become better people.  

We also learn that 
Harriet has an estranged 
daughter El izabeth 
(Anne Heche), who she 
hasn’t spoken to in years. 
When it’s arranged for 
the two of them to get 
together over lunch, the 
encounter is as awkward 
and uncomfortable as 
you’d expect. But it did 
represent Harriet’s will-
ingness to put the past 
behind her and get on 
with her life. 

Overall, while the fi lm 
was a little predictable, 
with fi ne acting, fl awless 
cinematography, and a 
strong script from fi rst 
time screenwriter Stuart 
Ross Fink, all came 
together to create an 
engaging and ultimately 
satisfying movie-going 
experience.

Note to parents: I’m 
not sure why this fi lm is 
rated “R.” About the only 
thing objectionable is 
some swearing, mainly 
by the young girl. I’d rate 
it “PG-13.” 

Currently streaming 
for free with your library 
card on Kanopy.com and 
Hoopla.com. Also on 
Max and to rent on Prime 
Video. 

My rating system:

★ A real stinker. A 
movie that is so bad,
you’re embarrassed to 
admit you’ve seen it, 
but you have to rate it 
nonetheless. 

★★ So-so. Not a total 
waste of time, but you 
would have been better 
off reading a good book. 

★★★ Pretty good. In
fact, if there weren’t any 
other movies in your queue, 
you might watch it again.

★★★★ One you’d
recommend to friends.

★★★★★ So good
you’d actually go out and 
buy it! 

About this column:

My main focus is on
fi lms that I feel have gone 

under the radar and 
deserve more recogni-
tion. They include both 
mainstream and indie 
fi lms streaming on ser-
v ices  l ike Netf l ix , 
Hoopla, and Kanopy. I’ll 
also review noteworthy 
new theatrical releases 
as well.

For movie trailers, visit 
youtube.com.

If you have any sugges-
tions, feel free to email 
me at: dominmark@
yahoo.com. 

Also, if you’re looking 
for more recommenda-
tions, be sure to check 
out my blog: moviejunk-
iemark.blogspot.com.

Anne (Sayfried), Harriet (MacLaine) and Brenda (Dixon) pose for a selfi e.

Anne Heche as Harriet’s estranged daughter.

Harriet (MacLaine) on the air.

Movie Junkie Mark
by Mark Domin

                               PHOTOS COURTESY OF BLACK BEAR PICTURES (FRANKLIN STREET) & MYRIAD PICTURES

From left, Amanda Seyfried as Anne Sherman, Shirley MacLaine as 
Harriet Lauler and AnnJewel Lee Dixon as Brenda, in the 2017 movie “ 
The Last Word,” directed by Mark Pellington. 

LIVELIIVVEE
MUSICMMMMUUSSIIICCC

FOODFFFOOOOOODD
TRUCKSTTTRRRUUCCKKSSSSS

FUNFFUUNN
GAMESGGAAAMMEEESS

DUNKDDUUNNKK
TANKTTAANNKK

STREETSSTTRRREEEEETT
MARKETMMMMMMAAARRRKKEEETTT

FOOD
GoCheez, Cult of the Joe Burger, The Little Donut Factory, The
French Cow Crepe Shop, People's Pierogi Collective, Snow Biz

ACTIVITIES
V4 Bungee Jumper, Part of yourWorld Princess Companymeet & greets,
Modern Skate & Surf BMX Bike & Skateboard demos, GPP Southsiders

Dunk Tank fundraiser to support local GPP travel baseball team

BAND
Moodswitch

AFTER 6AAAFFFTTTEEERRR 666666666666
ON KERCHEVALOOONNN KKKEEERRRCCCHHHHHHHHHHEEEEEVVVAAAAALLLLL

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

July 22, 2023 | 6 - 10 PM
Grosse Pointe Park Social District

PRESENTED BYPPPPPPRRRRRRRREEEEEEEEEEESSSEEENNNTTTEEEDDD BBBYYY

ADDITIONAL SPONSORSAAADDDDDDIIITTTIIIOOONNNAAALLL SSSPPPOOONNNSSSOOORRRSSS

For more information, check out visittheparkgp.com
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Joan LeGro Bushnell is a freelance writer and composer who has been performing 
since age 5. A vocalist, actress and radio talk show hostess, the Grosse Pointe Farms 
resident has long been active with Detroit theater groups, the Fine Arts Society and 
the Theatre Arts Club. Her published credits include several plays and a book about 
theater, as well as a pair of cookbooks.

If I’d been born a sugar cube
I’d have the means to make
My life a truly sweet one,
A perfect piece of cake!

If I’d been born a sugar cube
How sweet my life would be
A world of simple syrup
Surrounding little me!

I’d be downright desirable,
A truly tasty treat,
And known as one sharp cookie
That’s good enough to eat!

The syrup from the maple,
The honey from the bee,
The very sweetest things on earth
Could not compete with me!

Alas, I’m more the saucy type
(My own degree of sweet),
Just Joanie, her bologna
Like a hunk of luncheon meat!
Oh, well …

 Joan LeGro Bushnell

Moon Alert: Avoid 
shopping or making 
important decisions 
from 10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
EDT today (7 a.m. to 
10:30 a.m. PDT). After 
that, the Moon moves 
from Leo into Virgo.

Happy Birthday for 
Thursday, July 20, 2023:

You thrive on move-
ment, change and activ-
ity. Your friends love 
hearing about your 
exploits. But it’s also 
important to appreciate 
contentment. This year is 
about learning and teach-
ing. Explore philoso-
phies that will give you a 
better self-awareness 
and get you closer to the 
true meaning of your life. 

ARIES
(March 21-April 19)

Expect challenges at 
work or with whatever task 
you set for yourself today. 
Keep your head down and 
your powder dry. Stay 
focused on your tasks and 
don’t let issues get you 
down, especially ones 
related to bosses or older 
people who seem to know 
more. Tonight: Work.

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)

This is a tough day 
for romance. It’s also a 
tough day for social 
activities and sports, 
because rules, regula-
tions and certain peo-
p le  seem to  make 
things hard for you. 
Don’t push the river. 
You can’t change what 
you can’t change. Keep 
a low profile and be 
p a t i e n t .  T o n i g h t : 
Relax.

GEMINI
(May 21-June 20)

Family relationships 
might be strained today, 
especially with parents or 
older family members. 
This is because whatever 
you want to do, your 
efforts seem to be 
thwarted. This is not the 
day to ask for permission 
or approval. All you will 
get is, “Talk to the hand.” 
Tonight: Cocoon.

CANCER
(June 21-July 22)

It might be diffi cult to 
navigate and do what you 
want today, especially if 
you’re taking a short trip, 
studying or driving around 
for errands or appoint-
ments. It’s as if life is just 
hard for you today. 
Defi nitely steer clear of con-
troversial subjects and 
arguments. Tonight: 
Conversations.

LEO
(July 23-Aug. 22)

Financial matters look 
bleak today. You might feel 
broke. (Why is there so 
much month left at the end 
of the money?) You also 
might feel discouraged about 
something that you own, 
your wealth or your assets. 
Relax. This is a temporary 
dark cloud on your horizon. 
Tonight: Count your money.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

Relations with partners 
and close friends are dis-
couraging today. You 
might even feel belittled or 
diminished for some rea-
son, perhaps ignored. 
Don’t take this personally. 
Everyone feels a bit like 
this today in varying 
degrees. It’s a tough day. 
It’s that simple. Tonight: 
Stay calm.

LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

You like harmony in 
your environment. You 
don’t like to rock the 
boat. Just accept the fact 
that today people in 
authority, along with 
rules and regulations, 
seem to create a situation 
where life feels diffi cult. 
Turn to a friend for sup-
port. You will get it. 
Tonight: Solitude.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

Relations with others 
are very frustrating today. 
You might feel disap-
pointed, even betrayed. 
You will certainly feel 
that you cannot express 
yourself to be under-
stood. Likewise, some 

kind of competitive sports 
or athletics also might 
discourage you. Tonight: 
Think goals.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

This is a poor day to 
deal with authority fig-
ures — bosses, parents, 
teachers, VIPs and the 
police. Definitely don’t 
ask for permission or 
approval. Postpone this 
request for another day. 
Dealings with authority 
fi gures will be challeng-
ing and discouraging. 
Tonight: Be respectful. 

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

This is a challenging day 
for travel, higher educa-
tion, legal matters or any-
thing to do with medicine. 
Authority fi gures or rules 
and regulations will seem 
to get in the way. Naturally, 
you will feel frustrated. 
Postpone as much as pos-
sible for another day. 
Tonight: Study. 

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

 This is a tricky day for 
finances, banking situa-
tions and anything to do 
with shared property, 
taxes, debt or inheritances. 
Your plans in these areas 
might suddenly change. 
Something could fall 
through. The rules of 
agreement might not work 
out. Double-check every-
thing. Tonight: Check your 
fi nances.

PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20)

Relations with partners 
and close friends are diffi -
cult today, which is why 
you need to keep a low 
profi le. Make no demands. 
Assume nothing. If things 
go wrong, don’t get your 
belly in a rash. And don’t 
overreact. This problem is 
temporary. Tonight: 
Cooperate.

BORN TODAY
Actress Sandra Oh 

(1971), musician Carlos 
Santana (1947), actress 
Judy Greer (1975).

Weekly HoroscopesWeekly HoroscopesWeekly Horoscopes
Royal StarsRoyal StarsRoyal Stars
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(A
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Contract BridgeContract Bridge
A DEDUCIBLE DEDUCTION

The most difficult part of declarer 
play is to determine how the defend-
ers’ cards are divided and where spe-
cific key cards are located. Fortunately, 
there are clues in almost every hand 
that should enable declarer to attain the 
best result possible if he puts forth a 
maximum effort.

Consider this case where South failed 
to take advantage of a significant clue. 
West led the king of diamonds, which 
held, and continued with the ten, won 

by East with the ace. East returned the 
ten of hearts, covered by the Q-K-A. 
South later lost a heart and a club, and 
so went down one.

On the surface, it seems that South 
did nothing wrong. He had four los-
ers, and he lost them. But it is not that 
cut-and-dried. The fact is that South 
missed his cue when he covered East’s 
ten of hearts with the queen. He should 
have played the six instead!

Undoubtedly, he played the queen 
in the hope of finding East with the 
king. However, this was not a realistic 
view, since the defenders could have 
arranged for West to be on lead at trick 
three instead of East and would have 
done so if East had had the king of 
hearts. Their plays clearly indicated 
that West had the king.

Had South played the six on the ten, 
he could have made the contract by 
taking the ace, drawing trump, ruffing 
a diamond in dummy, cashing the A-K 
of clubs and then leading a heart to the 
queen.

West would take the king, but, with 
only hearts and diamonds left, he 
would be forced to return one or the 
other. This would allow declarer to 
ruff in dummy while discarding his 
remaining club, and the seemingly 
unmakeable contract would come sail-
ing home.

©2023 King Features Syndicate Inc.

by Steve Becker

Find 10 Differences

If I’d Been Born a Sugar Cube

(F
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Garfield                                                                       Jim Davis
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Beetle Bailey                                          Greg, Brian, Neal and Mort Walker

Flying McCoys           Glenn McCoyZiggy                          Tom Wilson

Wizard of Id       Created by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart. Currently by Mason Mastroianni

Andy Capp                                                                 Reg Smythe 

© 2023 by Andrews McMeel Syndication 7/13 Solution

Complete the
grid so every row,
column and 3 x 3
box contains
every digit from
1 to 9 inclusively.

Previous puzzle
solution

U N I V E R S A L
Sudoku Puzzle

7/20

Blondie                                                                     Chris and Dean Young
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Family Circus                                        Bill and Jeff Keane

“Dogs are
canines and

cats are felines.”
“And planes are

airlines.”

©2023 Bill Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

Universal Crossword

© 2023 by Andrews McMeel Universal
www.upuzzles.com

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER

Edited by David Steinberg July 20, 2023

7/13 Solution

Enhanced Browsing by Dan Ziring7/20

ACROSS
1 Edge of a 

canyon
4 Piece of 

food waste
9 Country 

singer Gibbs
14 2010 health 

law, for 
short

15 Smell from 
a bakery

16 Bothered 
constantly

17 *Service 
members 
since 1775

19 Amusement 
park 
shuttles

20 Foul mood
21 Opening 

of a spy 
movie?

22 Operatic 
solo

23 Sprawling 
property

25 *Just OK
28 Waterproof-

ing, say
30 Coy 

response 
to a 
compliment

31 “Night” 
author 
Wiesel

32 “Stop,” on 
the seas

35 Female 
58-Across

36 Online 
privacy tool 
to use on 
each starred 
clue’s 
answer?

39 Homeric 
exclamation?

42 Let another 
car go

43 First word 
for some 
babies

46 As one
48 People who 

get to see 
movies early

51 *Certain 
guitars

54 Unsurprised 
by

55 Stick a 
toothpick in

56 Through 
thick and ___

58 Bambi, e.g.
59 What a Brit 

watches
61 *Blackjack 

request
63 Raring to go
64 Actress 

Cara of 
“Fame”

65 Bro’s sib, 
maybe

66 Pokes
67 “Stop,” 

formally
68 It’s less 

powerful 
than 
dynamite

DOWN
1 Name of 11 

pharaohs
2 “That’s clear 

to me”
3 Nuptial
4 ___ Diego 

Zoo
5 Cowardly
6 Took, as a 

scooter
7 Revise legally
8 Computer 

command 
after copy

9 Bit of ink
10 Robinhood 

competitor
11 Bump from 

behind
12 More than 

bump
13 “The score’s 

even”
18 Roma’s 

home
24 Makes a 

colorful 
camp T-shirt

26 Whiskey 
barrel

27 Greek 
goddess of 
the hunt

29 Strong 
wind

33 Abbr. be-
tween + 
and -, on 
a remote

34 “Back in 
Black” band

37 Auction 
offers

38 Like a video 
game suited 
for ages 17+

39 Genre 
known for 
wobble bass

40 Hot, like 
an athlete

41 Central 
Mexican 
state

44 Focus for 
Al Jazeera

45 Had an 
IMDb credit 
for, maybe

47 Postponed 
talking 
about

49 Altercations
50 Most achy
52 Moral 

principle
53 Social media 

button
57 Concept
60 Twelve-mo. 

periods
62 Golf peg

7/20

Popeye                                                                    Bud Sagendorf
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Over The Hedge                                              Michael Fry and T. Lewis

F Minus                                                                             Tony Carrilo
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Reality Check          Dave Whamond Bizarro             Dan Piraro and Wayno

Hagar The Horrible                                      Dik Browne and Chris Browne

Wumo                                                Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler 

B.C.                                                     Johnny Hart and Mason Mastroianni 
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Peanuts                                                                                                                                               Charles M. Schulz
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Carpe Diem                                                            Niklas Eriksson

“Marmaduke wants you to plant kibble.”

“Foolishly, Gerald relied on AI software to write
his wedding vows.”

The Lockhorns                Bill Hoest, Bunny Hoest and John Reiner

Hank Ketchum, Scott Ketchum,

t
Comics

Close To Home                                    John McPherson

Crankshaft                                                           Tom Batiuk and Dan Davis
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Crock                                                      Created by Bill Rechin and Brant Parker 

©
 2022 by North America Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

Marmaduke                                    Paul & Brad Anderson

Mother Goose and Grim                                              Mike Peters

“ARE  YOU  GOING  FOR  A  PERSONAL WORST?”

“DO  YOU  HAVE  A  CATCH  OF  THE  DAY
THAT  ISN’T  A  FISH?”

Dennis the Menace      Ron Ferdinand and Marcus Hamilton
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a penny
an eyedropper
liquid detergent
tap water
paper towel
a place to work that 
your parents won’t mind 
getting wet!

Would you like to splash around in some water on 
these hot summer days? Try this activity and tell 
your mom you are doing a science experiment!

Try this same activity with different liquids 
such as cooking oil, rubbing alcohol, liquid 

detergent, salad dressing, etc.  Compare how many 
drops of each liquid fit on the top of a penny.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Wash your penny. 
Rinse it and dry it 

well.

Place the penny 
on a flat surface that’s 

okay to get wet.

Fill the eyedropper 
with water and 

slowly drop water 
onto the penny, one 

drop at a time. Count 
how many drops you 

can add.

Repeat this 
experiment with cold 
water and then with 
hot water. Does the 
temperature of the 
water change the 

number of drops that 
fit on the penny?

Add a drop of soap to 
the water. Does this 

change the number of 
drops that fit on the 

penny?

What shape does the 
water take? Repeat 
three times and find 
the average number 
of drops the penny 

can hold.

Standards Link: Nature of Science: Students understand the nature of 
scientific inquiry (using tools, making observations, recording notes).

Surface tension is caused by the grouping 
of molecules. Under the surface of the water, 
each water molecule attracts and is attracted 
to molecules on all sides of it.

Standards Link: Physical Science: Students know that matter has 
different states (i.e., solid, liquid, gas) and that each state has 
distinct physical properties.

Standards Link: Research: 
Understand that the 
newspaper has an 

organizational structure.

Look through the 
newspaper and find:

a temperature
a measurement
a date
a time
a number that 
tells how many
a weight

•
•
•
•
•

•

The largest hailstone 
ever recovered in the 
United States, a 
seven-inch (17.8- 
   centimeter) wide 
  chunk of ice almost 
as large as a soccer 
ball, was found in 
Aurora, Nebraska.

toothbrush
paper airplane
baseball
strawberry

apple
envelope
watch
sunglasses

Look closely and find:

The surface molecules 
are attracted to the 
molecules below and 
to the sides. But there 
is nothing above the 
surface molecules to 
pull upward. The 
surface molecules 
pull together and 
act like a “skin” 
on the surface 
of the water.

Molecules 
pull together

on the surface

Water 
molecules

attracting from all sides

Washed Mr. Thompson’s 
car

Watered Mrs. Toya’s 
houseplants

Rinsed Grandma’s porch 
off with the hose

Walked Aunt Jenny’s 
dog

Washed Aunt Barbara’s 
dog

Returned mom’s books 
to the library

Washed Uncle Bill’s 
new car

........................... $12

................ $3

........ $5

............................ $6

............................ $8

............... $3

.................... $10

       
         acob wants to earn $38 to 
          buy a house for his dog, 
Jacob Junior. He is willing to 
work, but wants to do jobs that 
keep him wet and cool on hot 
summer days. He only did the 
jobs on the list below that 
included water in the work. 
Check off the jobs he did. 
Did he raise his $38?

HINT: Underline each word 
that gives a clue that the job 
included water.

Standards Link: Number sense: Calculate 
sums using money.

… waiting 
without 

complaining.

© 2023 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 39, No. 33

Favorite Jokes 
and Riddles

Get your Kid Scoop reader 
pals laughing. Send us your 
favorite jokes and riddles.

The noun molecule means 
the smallest unit of a 

substance that has all the 
properties of that substance.

MOLECULE

Try to use the word 
molecule in a sentence today 

when talking with your 
friends and family members.

Each molecule of water 
contains one oxygen atom 
and two hydrogen atoms. 

This week’s word:

ANSWER:Thunderwear!

Look through the newspaper for three examples 
of news articles related to science. Tell which 
science(s) the article relates to. For example, a 
weather story is related to the science of 
meteorology.

Science News

Standards Link: Scientific Enterprise: Students know that 
although people using scientific inquiry have learned much, 
science is an ongoing process.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

Solve this 
chilly puzzler 
before it melts 

away!

Fill in the 
blank blocks 

of ice to make 
the sum of 

each side and 
each diagonal 
add up to 15.

HINT: The 
numbers 1-9 are 
each used once.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

MOLECULES
TENSION
SURFACE
WATER
DROPS
SKIN
FRIGID
BLANK
WEATHER
LIQUID
WET
DOME
CHILL
MELTS
SALAD
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  As drops are added, they gradually 
       mound into a dome instead 
       of just flowing off the penny. 
    Each drop raises the surface of 
    the dome, until it gets too 
    big and breaks.

   The dome shape is 
   caused by surface 
   tension. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.WCCCD.EDU OR CALL 313-496-2600

ONE VISION, ONE DISTRICT, ONE COLLEGE
WAYNE COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT
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Last year, during our 
inaugural contest, an 
impressive 3,512 votes 
poured in, demonstrat-
ing the unwavering 
support and fervor for 
our  local  athletes . 
Building upon the suc-
cess of our previous 
endeavor, we invite you 
all to once again pick 
your favorite athletes 
and cast your ballots in 
the second annual 
Grosse Pointe News 
Athlete of the Year con-
test. Voting is now 
available online, on 
social media or by 
paper ballot submitted 
to our office, located at 
16980 Kercheval, in 
The Village. Voting will 
be open until August 6 
at 11:59 p.m. 

The contest is the cul-
mination of our 2022-
2023 weekly Athlete of 
the  Week feature , 
where our valued read-
ers and subscribers, 
coaches, teammates, 
parents or grandpar-
ents have nominated 
exceptional athletes 
from our Grosse Pointe 
high schools to be rec-
ognized for their out-
standing performances 

and dedication to their 
respective sports, leav-
ing an indelible mark 
on their  programs. 
Many of these out-
standing athletes also 
will continue their ath-
letic careers as college 
athletes this coming 
fall. 

These features have 
offered the community 
an inside look at these 

special athletes, show-
casing their remarkable 
achievements.  Each 
one has left us thor-
oughly impressed and 
inspired. We want to 
reward these athletes 
for their impressive 
accomplishments and 
support them in their 
f u t u r e  e n d e a v o r s , 
which is why we started 
the “Athlete of the 

Year” contest last year. 
The Grosse Pointe 

News will grant four 
outstanding athletes 
the esteemed title of the 
Pointes’ “Athletes of 
the Year,” along with a 
$500 scholarship to 
their respective college 
or  univers i ty .  The 
scholarships will be 
determined by two 
methods: The Grosse 

Pointe News staff will 
name one female win-
ner and one male win-
ner,  determined by 
consensus. Each will be 
awarded a $500 schol-
arship. 

The second set of 
winners will be decided 
by readers through the 
Grosse Pointe News 
website, Instagram and 
Facebook pages, in 

addition to “old school” 
voting by filling out a 
ballot in the newspaper 
and dropping it at our 
office. 

Participants can sub-
mit  one vote each 
24-hour period.

Sports have always 
played a vital role in 
our Grosse Pointe com-
munity, and help foster 
bonds, improve self-
esteem, promote team-
work and help our kids 
stay active. This contest 
provides an opportu-
nity to rally behind our 
local athletes, and its 
success wouldn’t be 
possible without the 
support of the feature’s 
dedicated sponsors, 
i n c l u d i n g  P o i n t e 
Capital Management, 
LLC, Expert Heating & 
Cool ing,  Joe Ricci 
Automotive, Racing For 
Kids and 313 Lacrosse.

We thank you for 
your commitment to 
our community and to 
our incredible athletes. 
If you are interested in 
becoming a sponsor for 
our Athlete of the Week 
feature for next season, 
we would love you to 
j o i n  t h e  t e a m .
Contact us at media@
grossepointenews.com. 

By GP News Staff

2022-23 Athlete of the Year 
contest voting is now open

ATHLETEATHLETE
OF THE YEAR

ATHLETE

COURTESY PHOTO

Grosse Pointe Farms-City 12-year-old tournament team celebrates victory as they secure the Michigan District 6 championship at Macomb Corners on 
Wednesday, July 12, dominating their opponents with a 4-0 record and a 30-4 point difference. Now, they set their sights on the state tournament in Petoskey, 
scheduled to commence July 21.

In a week filled with 
exciting competition, 
the Woods-Shores and 
F a r m s - C i t y  L i t t l e 
League teams show-
cased their talent in 

their respective district 
championship games. 
These young athletes 
put in a season’s worth 
of hard work, resulting 
in well-deserved tro-

phies and medals that 
r e c o g n i z e d  t h e i r 
efforts. Notably, the 
Grosse Pointe Farms-
City 12-year-old  and 
9-11-year-old teams’ 

remarkable wins have 
earned them a spot in 
their upcoming state 
tournaments, set to 
kick off on July 21. 
Keep up with  the 

Grosse Pointe News in 
the coming weeks to 
follow the local Little 
League teams on their 
quest for more tro-
phies.

F o r  m o r e  L i t t l e 
League district tourna-
ment photos, see page 
8D.

 — Clare Ramsdell

Little Leagues compete for district titles
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102 Kercheval Avenue, Suite 200 • Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236 • (313) 882-7100 • www.pointecapital.com

A MODERN APPROACH TO TRADITIONAL INVESTING™

Jeff Huebner • Liz Ottaway • Paul Huebner • Chuck Huebner • Jim Carroll • Heather Williams • Susan Doughty

Olivia Dimuzio
Grosse Pointe South

Soccer

Izzy Fruehauf
University Liggett

Field Hockey

Wells Graham
Grosse Pointe South

Baseball

Ian Gudenau
University Liggett

Hockey

Leo Dragovic
Grosse Pointe North

Hockey

Gabby DiVita
Grosse Pointe South

Volleyball

Andrew Dupree
Grosse Pointe North

Wrestling

Brendan Downey
Grosse Pointe South

Track and Field

Logan Hepner
Grosse Pointe South

Swim and Dive

Drew Hill
Grosse Pointe North

Baseball

Griffi n Adams
Grosse Pointe South

Lacrosse

Natalie Babcock
Grosse Pointe North

Softball

Kaitlyn Barr
Grosse Pointe North

Softball

Adam Ayrault
Grosse Pointe North

Basketball

Ethan Clark
Grosse Pointe North
Unifi ed Basketball

Cass Cooley
University Liggett

Soccer

Josie Cueter
Grosse Pointe North

Hockey

Lilian Deskins
Grosse Pointe North

Track and Field

Avery Beal
Grosse Pointe North

Swim and Dive

Logan Detweiler
Grosse Pointe South

Cross Country

ATHLETEATHLETE

OF THE YEARATHLETE

Vote for  the Reader s’ Choi ceAthlete of the Year !
One male & female athlete will receive a $500 scholarship!Please vote by checking one box for your favorite male athlete of the year and one box for your favorite female athlete of the year. Or visitgrossepointenews.com/athlete.Voting begins Wednesday, July 19 and ends on Sunday, August 6.
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Sophia Puzzuoli
Grosse Pointe South
Unifi ed Basketball

Amelia Streberger
Grosse Pointe North

Soccer

Oliver Service
University Liggett

Baseball

Helaina Pietrowsky 
Grosse Pointe North

Tennis

Jarren Purify
University Liggett

Baseball

Ryleigh O’Donoghue
Grosse Pointe South

Crew

Titan McKenzie
Grosse Pointe South
Unifi ed Basketball

Tori Nugent
University Liggett

Softball

Elle Quinlan
University Liggett

Hockey

Connor Stafford
Grosse Pointe South

Tennis

Lily Petz 
Grosse Pointe South

Lacrosse

Jake Juip
University Liggett
Track and Field

Brooke Lezotte
Grosse Pointe South

Gymnastics

Keiran Rahmaan
Grosse Pointe South

Swim and Dive

Sophie Schuetze
Grosse Pointe South

Swim and Dive

Shannon Moin
Grosse Pointe North
Unifi ed Basketball

Josh Pierce
University Liggett

Football

Karter Richards
Grosse Pointe South

Basketball

Katie Steiner
Grosse Pointe South

Softball

Jaden Holyfi eld
Grosse Pointe North

Football

Send your completed form to: 
Grosse Pointe News
16980 Kercheval Pl.

Grosse Pointe, MI 48230
or send a photo of the completed 

form to:
media@grossepointenews.com

        MALE   

� Griffi n Adams
� Adam Ayrault
� Ethan Clark
� Cass Cooley
� Logan Detweiler
� Brendan Downey
� Leo Dragovic
� Andrew Dupree
� Wells Graham
� Ian Gudenau
� Logan Hepner
� Drew Hill
� Jaden Holyfi eld
� Jake Juip
� Titan McKenzie
� Josh Pierce
� Jarren Purify
� Keiran Rahmaan
� Karter Richards
� Oliver Service
� Connor Stafford
� Egan Sullivan
� Peter Ulku
� Stephen Wheatley

        FEMALE 
� Natalie Babcock
� Kaitlyn Barr
� Avery Beal
� Josie Cueter
� Lilian Deskins
� Olivia Dimuzio
� Gabby DiVita
� Izzy Fruehauf
� Brooke Lezotte
� Shannon Moin
� Tori Nugent
� Ryleigh O’Donoghue
� Sophia Puzzuoli
� Lily Petz
� Helaina Pietrowsky
� Elle Quinlan
� Sophie Schuetze
� Katie Steiner
� Amelia Streberger
� Olivia Thomas

ATHLETE

••YEARYEAR••

Please fi ll in the circle next to one male and one female.
•YEAR•

VOTE ONLINE

ATHLETE OF THE YEAR 2023 VOTING FORM
Name ____________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________

Email _____________________________________________________________

Peter Ulku
Grosse Pointe South

Basketball

Stephen Wheatley
University Liggett

Hockey

Egan Sullivan
Grosse Pointe South

Football

Olivia Thomas
University Liggett

Soccer

Vote online at grossepointenews.com/athlete



GROSSE POINTE NEWS, JULY 20, 2023

4D  |  SPORTS

CITY OF HARPER WOODS
WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN

SYNOPSIS: REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
JULY 10, 2023

The regular City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Valerie Kindle at 7:00 P.M

ROLL CALL:  All Councilpersons were present except Mayor Pro tem Sawicki and 
Councilmember Ivery Toussant, Jr.

MOTIONS PASSED
1) To excuse Mayor Pro tem Vivian Sawicki and Councilmember Ivery Toussant, Jr. from 
tonight’s meeting due to a prior commitment.
2) To receive, approve and fi le the minutes of the regular City Council meeting held June 12, 
2023 and furthermore receive and fi le the minutes of the Library Board meeting held on May 
18, 2023 and the Special Library Board meeting held on June 7, 2023.
3) to Receive and File the 2022 Audit/Financial Report as submitted by the City’s Auditors, 
Plante & Moran and also receive and fi le their management report.
4) to open the Public Hearing on the amendment to the Zoning Ordinance.
5) to close the Public Hearing.
6 )to add to the agenda the following three items:
 1) Resolution to Withdraw Resolution for Proposed Charter Amendment No.1
 2)  Resolution to Revise a Prior Approved Resolution for Proposed Charter 

Amendment No. 2, and
 3) Payment to Doxim in the amount of $5,742.21.
7) That the agenda of the regular City Council meeting having been acted upon, the meeting 
is hereby adjourned at 8:49 p.m.

RESOLUTIONS PASSED
1) (1) approve the Accounts Payable/Payroll Vendor listing for Check Numbers 127603 through 
127785 in the amount of $962,026.56 as submitted by the City Manager and Finance Director, 
and further, authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the listing. (2)approve payment to WCA 
Assessing in the amount of $6,080.16 for the contractual assessing services to be performed 
during the month of July 2023. (3) approve payment to Simplifi ed Business Solutions in the 
amount of $6,711.96 for the email hosting, security and backups of our computer system for 
the month of and for IT support services for all departments and the purchase of monitors and 
computer accessories. (4) approve payment to City Insight LLC in the amount of $7,500.00 for 
the annual licensing, maintenance, hosting and technical support for the mobile water application. 
(5) approve payment to Anderson, Eckstein & Westrick, Inc. in the amount of $65,069.96 
for professional services during the month of June for the following projects: Beaconsfi eld 
Resurfacing, #180-253; Beaconsfi eld Crossing, #180-266; Danbury Lane, #180-281; 2023 Joint/
Crack Sealing, #180-318; Misc. Concrete Repair, #180-283 and #180-315; Eastland Center 
Redevelopment, #180-244; Sanitary Sewer Cleaning, #180-285 and #180-317; Sanitary Sewer 
FCIPP, #180-284 and #180-316; Storm Sewer Repair, #180-314; Temporary Water Operator, 
#180-303; DWSRF Loan Projects, #180-302; Paser Ratings, #180-297; Fiber Install and 
Conceptual Planning of Recreation Center, #180-319. (6) approve payment to Plante & Moran 
in the amount of $25,900.00 for professional services related to the City’s fi nancial reporting and 
preparation of the 2022 fi nancial statements.
(7) approve payment to G2 Consulting Group LLC in the amount of $12,412.00 for their quality 
control observation and product evaluation services in conjunction with our Beaconsfi eld 
Resurfacing Project. (8)approve payment in the amount of $15,100.00 to Guardian Sewers 
for their assistance with several water main breaks and replacement of stop boxes and leaking 
service lines at various residential locations. (9) approve payment to George’s Collision in the 
amount of $5,158.55 for the repair of a DPW vehicle. (10) approve payment to Nu Appearance 
Maintenance, Inc. in the amount of $10,472.50 for Kelly Road island cleanup and also for lawn 
cuttings at various residential homes. (11) approve payment to SAFEbuilt, LLC in the amount 
of $34,939.72 for the contractual building department services performed during the month of 
June 2023.
2) to Adopt the Zoning Ordinance Amendment, entitled “An Ordinance to Amend Zoning 
Ordinance, Sections 10-240 and 10-643 and Add Section 10-264; Marijuana Establishments,” 
and further to direct the City Clerk to publish a notice of this in accordance with City Charter 
requirements.
3) to Place for Second Reading and Adoption Ordinance No. 2023-01, entitled “An Ordinance to 
Amend Recreational Marihuana Establishments,” and further to direct the City Clerk to publish a 
notice of this in accordance with City Charter requirements.
4) to introduce and place for fi rst reading an ordinance entitled “An Ordinance to Amend Chapter 
9, Section 9-5 - Precollection Regulations of the City of Harper Woods Code of Ordinances,” 
and further to direct the City Clerk to publish a notice of this in accordance with City Charter 
requirements.
5) to accept the 5% Hourly Charge Rate increase proposal dated June 20, 2023 from engineering 
fi rm Anderson, Eckstein & Westrick, Inc. effective July 1, 2023.
6) to approve the payment to the Michigan Department of Transportation in the amount of 
$50,139.16 for the city’s proportionate share of the Beaconsfi eld Resurfacing Project, Phase II.
7) to approve payment to Michigan Joint Sealing, Inc., in the amount of $61,618.81 for Progress 
Payment No. 1 on the 2023 Pavement Joint and Crack Sealing Project, #180-318.
8) to approve payment to Insituform Technologies USA LLC, in the amount of $45,640.69 for 
Progress Payment No. 2 (Final) on the 2022 Sewer Rehabilitation by Full Length CIPP Lining 
#180-284.
9) to approve payment to Great Lakes Contracting Solutions, LLC, in the amount of $5,581.90 for 
Progress Payment No. 3 (Final) on the 2022 Storm Sewer Open Cut Repairs, #180-282.
10) to approve the one-time development fee to City Insight LLC in the amount of $45,000.00 for 
the new services that will be included on the City’s water app.
11) to accept the bid provided by Park Residential and Commercial Services in the amount of 
$244,650.00 for the window replacement project at City Hall and further to authorize the acting 
City Manager to sign the agreement, and further to approve the initial deposit of $114,263.00 to 
be paid to the contractor.
12) to adopt the attached resolution to Withdraw the Resolution for Proposed Charter Amendment 
No. 1 as adopted on May 15, 2023; Repeal the Retirement System, Employee Welfare, Section 
5.16 (a) through (h) of the City Charter.
13) to adopt the attached resolution to Revise a Prior Approved Resolution for Proposed Charter 
Amendment No. 2 as adopted on May 15, 2023; Section 4.3 Mayor, Mayor Pro tem Election, 
Procedure. Council for the City of Harper Woods shall consist of six (6) elected Councilpersons 
who shall serve four (4) year terms and one (1) elected Mayor who shall serve a two (2) year term. 
The Councilperson who receives the highest number of votes in a regular election to fi ll a four (4) 
year term shall serve as Mayor Pro tem until the next regular election.
Councilpersons elected to serve less than a four (4) year term created by a vacancy are ineligible 
to serve as Mayor Pro tem.
In the event of absence or disability of both the Mayor and Mayor Pro tem, the Council may 
designate another of its members to serve as acting Mayor during such absence or disability.
It is proposed that the Charter be amended to state that (1) the Councilperson who received the 
highest number of votes in a regular election to fi ll a four (4) year term shall serve as Mayor Pro 
tem until the next regular election, and (2) those councilpersons elected to serve less than a four 
(4) year term created by a vacancy are ineligible to serve as Mayor Pro tem.

Shall the Amendment as proposed be adopted?
 _____Yes
 _____No

14) to approve payment to Doxim in the amount of $5,742.21 for the preparation and distribution 
of the summer property tax bills.
_________________________ _________________________
Valerie Kindle, Mayor Leslie M. Frank, City Clerk

Published: GPN, July 20, 2023

THE CITY OF GROSSE POINTE FARMS ORDAINS: 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE APPEARANCE TICKETS 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF GROSSE POINTE FARMS, ORDINANCE 
NO. 280, CODE NO. 2-05, ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING 
ISSUANCE AND SERVICE OF APPEARANCE TICKETS WITHIN THE 
CITY OF GROSSE POINTE FARMS.”

A true copy of this ordinance, which is effective immediately, may be inspected at the Offi ce of the 
City Clerk at Grosse Pointe Farms City Hall, 90 Kerby Road, Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236, during 
regular business hours, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. daily, except weekends and holidays.

Made and passed by the City Council of the City of Grosse Pointe Farms, State of Michigan, 
on July 10, 2023.

Derrick Kozicki
Assistant City Manager & City Clerk
City of Grosse Pointe Farms
Email: dkozicki@grossepointefarms.org
Website: www.grossepointefarms.org

Published: GPN: 7/20/2023

ORDINANCE NO. 401

The Pointes are buzz-
ing with junior sailing 
as evidenced by the 
sight of small sailboats 
dott ing the waters 
along Lakeshore. With 
programs running out 
of Grosse Pointe Yacht 
Club, Crescent Sail 
Yacht Club, Bayview 
Yacht Club and Detroit 
Yacht Club, it’s a great 

way to get the kids out-
side and take advan-
tage of beautiful Lake 
St. Clair. There are six 
regattas throughout the 
summer and practices 
during the week. 

Wednesday, July 12, 
and Thursday, July 13, 
teams from Grosse 
Pointe Yacht Club, 
Pontiac Yacht Club, 

Crescent Sail Yacht 
Club, Bayview Yacht 
Club and Detroit Yacht 
Club competed in a 
two-day regatta. Hosted 
by the Grosse Pointe 
Yacht Club, sailors 
s p e n t  b o t h  d a y s 
engaged in competitive 
races.

 — Clare Ramsdell

Junior sailors set 
sail on Lake St. Clair

COURTESY PHOTOS

Coaches and sailors from the Grosse Pointe Yacht Club proudly display their 
fl ags post-regatta.

The Grosse Pointe Yacht Club Opti team takes their lunch break on Coach 
Gavin Webster’s powerboat during Thursday’s races.

Optimist sailors skillfully navigate around the mark during one of their races.
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While the reality of 
playing major college or 
professional hockey is 
not much more than a 
dream for most players 
like Grosse Pointe South 
alum Dean Therriault, it 
does not mean they have 
to give up being involved 
in their favorite sport. It 
took a bit of time for 
Therriault to realize that, 
but has led to the cre-
ation of his own hockey 
t ra in ing  bus iness , 
P u r p o s e  D r i v e n 
Development.

Therriault, a former 
captain of the Blue 
Devils’ varsity boys 
hockey team, is getting 
PDD off the ground with 
his fi rst camps and train-
ing sessions this sum-
mer. 

“My plan was just to 
run a one-week camp to 
see how it went and if I 
liked it,” he said. “As I 
worked my way through 
the details, I sat down 
with my dad and we real-
ized, why make it just a 
one-time thing if I could 
also make a business out 
of it? … I can offer more, 
so other than just a camp, 
I do private skill skates 
with groups of guys and 
have worked with the 
programs at South and U 
of D Jesuit.”

Hockey has been part 
of Therriault’s life for a 
long time. He played with 
the St. Clair Shores 
Saints organization for 
years before playing for 

South. Before running 
his own hockey training 
business, there was a 
time when Therriault 
thought he may not be on 
the ice much ever again. 

“Once I got to high 
school it was a pretty big 
change in how I played 
the game and thought 
about it,” Therriault said. 
“When I graduated, my 
senior year there was 
COVID and we only 
played nine games. … I 
kind of took it as some 
sort of sign that maybe 
it’s not written in the 
cards for me and started 
focusing on school.”

Now a student at 
M i c h i g a n  S t a t e 
University, Therriault 
spent his fi rst semesters 
at school not thinking 
much about hockey, let 
alone starting a business 
based around the game. 
Slowly, he began feeling 
the desire to get back on 
the ice and in the rink 
until one opportunity 
sparked even more inter-
est.

“I just kind of slowly 
fi gured out that I wanted 
to keep playing, but the 
level I wanted to play at 
wasn’t really doable,” 
Therriault  said.  “I 
thought of ways to stay in 
the game. Slowly but 
surely up at school, I real-
ized I’m at an age where 
I can make anything hap-
pen. The summer after 
my freshman year, I ran 
the development training 
for South and that really 
helped me get my feet 
wet. … I watched every 

NHL game that was on 
and tried to stay around 
the game as much as pos-
sible so when an oppor-
tunity came I was fresh.”

PDD’s fi rst camp took 
place earlier in July at 
Fraser’s Big Boy Arena. 
Therriault was joined at 
the camp by fellow 
Grosse Pointers like 
NCAA hockey champion 
Ryan Sullivan and Long 
Island University for-
ward Adam Pitters, along 
with other instructors 
with college and profes-
sional hockey back-
grounds.

The camp was a suc-
cess in Therriault’s eyes 
in terms of a first big 
undertaking for PDD. 
The next camps are yet to 
be scheduled,  but 
Therriault knows there 
will be more to come 
along with growing 
PDD’s presence into 
working with young 
hockey players in more 
aspects, creating his own 
future in the game he’s 
loved. 

“I want the camp to 
become an every sum-
mer thing,” he said. “I’d 
like to take it to schools 
and get involved with 
more high school pro-
grams, even if it’s just a 
couple skill skates … let 
coaches know what I’m 
about and for next sum-
mer, work something out 
where my business is 
working with teams.”

For more information 
on Purpose Driven 
Development ,  v is i t 
pddhockey.com. 

Former South hockey 
captain launches 
training business 
By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

The coaching staff at PDD Hockey’s fi rst summer hockey camp held in July at Fraser’s Big Boy Arena. From left: Trevor Hamilton, Adam Pitters, Ryan Sullivan, 
Dean Therriault, Logan Gotinsky, Kamryn Shocker and Ryan Murphy.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Campers and coaches get together at the fi rst ever PDD Hockey summer camp. 

Little Caesars U16 AAA coach Trevor Hamilton, right, leads a drill as part of the 
PDD Hockey summer camp coaching staff.
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800 REAL ESTATE

GROSSE POINTE
SHORES

15 Shorecrest
Circle South
2,080 sq. ft

3 bedrooms,
2 1/2 baths.
Updated and

move- in ready.
$599,900.

(313)881-0740
SEE DISPLAY AD

PAGE 7A

OPEN SUNDAY
JULY 23
1- 3pm

101 Mapleton
Grosse Pointe

Farms
3 bedroom, 3 full
bath. Completely

renovated!
1,944 sq. ft.
MUST SEE!!
$489,000.

Call or text Mike:
(313)289-8254

803 CONDOS / APTS / FLATS

EAST WARREN
GROSSE POINTE

2 bedroom condo
apartment with
porch for sale,
HOA fee $757.

As is
$21,000. CASH
or best offer.

Call (313)926-2740
if interested.

700 APTS/FLATS/DUPLEX
POINTES/HARPER WOODS

SOMERSET/
CADIEUX.

3 Bedroom, 1 Bath
fully renovated up-
per level of duplex.
Includes washer/
dryer, 2 porches,

1 garage stall, and
half of basement.
Considered one of

the nicest rentals in
the Pointes. $1,800.

(313)580-9526

705 HOUSES FOR RENT
POINTES/HARPER WOODS

HOUSE FOR RENT
Mapleton Street,

Grosse Pointe
Farms,

NO pets,
3 bedroom, 1. 5

bath, 2 car garage.
$1,700. per month.

(313)410-1222

724 VACATION RENTALS

HARSENS ISLAND
Weekly rentals,

4 plus bedrooms,
central air, dock,

large lot,
200' frontage,

nicely furnished.
$2,500.

harsenslodge.com
(586)242-2860

Property For Rent

111 GP MISCELLANY

CLASSIFIED SPECIAL
FREE

Attention Getter
on top of your
Classified Ad

25 words $25.35
(313)882-6900 x4

OR
classifieds@grosse
pointenews.com

LOOKING FOR
Old Motorcycles/

Minibikes/
Scooters.

Non Running
or Parts.

No paperwork
needed, can pickup

for free or $ pay.
I am a local

Senior Citizen
likes projects to

keep busy.
Please email back

what you have.
c0013@hotmail.com

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

Grosse Pointe
Farms

Police Department
is seeking paid,
part- time adult
crossing guards.

AM & PM crossings.
Starting $18.00/

hour.
Applications

available
at 90 Kerby Road or
call Grosse Pointe

Farms Police
Department at
(313)885-2100

to inquire further.

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

Grosse Pointe
Shores Family
looking for a

full time
personal assistant/

house manager.
Must be ok with
dogs and kids.
Drivers license

required.
Please text

(313)518-7399

210 HELP WANTED
RESTAURANT

IRISH COFFEE
BAR & GRILL
now hiring
SERVERS

Apply in person
18666 Mack Avenue

Grosse Pointe
Farms

302 CAREGIVER

CITA ANGELS
HOME CARE

Caregiver services.
24 hour care. We
assist in cooking,
cleaning, bathing/
grooming, doctor's

appointments,
errands, etc.

Accepting
medicaid payments.

1(866)54-ANGEL

LOOKING
for someone to care
for your loved one?

Call Donna!
Private duty, caring

for elderly, meal
preparation,
medication
reminders,

companionship.
Donna

(586)443-8392

304 GENERAL

IF you need help
with Eldercare,
Dog Sitting, or

Babysitting
in your home

(evenings, lots of
experience)

I am your woman.
Contact Kerrie
(586)553-0064

References
upon request

305 HOUSE CLEANING

YOU FINALLY
FOUND US!

Women who
actually like

to clean.
Thorough, reliable,

trustworthy.
Over 25 years
experience.
References.

(313)550-2890

312 ORGANIZING

DUCKS IN A ROW
De-cluttering and
organizing your
home! Closets,

basements,
whole house.
Organize your
paper clutter.

Home information,
notebooks,

Medical journals,
memory albums.

Becky Schlaff
(313)580-2528
Susan Mason
(313)910-9705

schlaffb@
comcast.net
rwmason@

comcast.net

406 ESTATE SALES

TWO FAMILY
ESTATE SALE

IN THE GARAGE
1208 Whittier,

Grosse Pointe Park.
Friday, 7/ 21 and
Saturday, 7/ 22.

9- 3.
Something for

everyone!
Mid century

modern furniture.
Pottery and glass
vases. Wooden
frames with and

without art! Glass
and metal animals.
Asian plates, bowls
and art. African art.

Bells, ashtrays,
menus, antiques.

Vintage coats
and purses.

Brass accents.
Wall accents.
Chandeliers
portmeirion.
Glassware.

Vintage bar ware.
Dollhouse and

furniture.
You name it
we have it!

ESTATE SALE-
1320 Yorkshire-

Antique furniture,
collectibles,

vintage clothing,
housewares, Xmas,
silver, china, toys,

dolls, garden.
July 20- 22,
9:30- 5:00.

406 ESTATE SALES

ESTATE SALE
Saturday, July 22.

9- 5.
916 Westchester

Grosse Pointe Park.
Furniture for all

rooms, rugs,
kitchen gear, yard
equipment, small
appliances, and

LOTS MORE!

409 GARAGE / YARD /
RUMMAGE SALE

1344 Yorktown St.
Grosse Pointe

Woods
Friday, July 21,

Saturday, July 22,
9- 5.

A little bit of
everything!

GOOD PRICES.

GARAGE SALE
Friday & Saturday

July 21- 22
481 Kercheval

Clothing, House-
hold Items & More

Everything Must Go!

MOVING SALE
Antiques, furniture,
household items,

tools.
July 21, 22.
9am- 5pm.

20883 Hawthorne
Harper Woods

412 MISCELLANEOUS
ARTICLES

CHAUNDY
ART GALLERY

STORE CLOSING
LIQUDATION SALE
Art, rugs, furniture,

table & chairs,
French Bombays,

store fixtures.
75% off

20331 Mack
Grosse Pointe

Woods
Thank you for 35

great years.
Tuesday- Saturday

12- 3
(313)378-8485

415 WANTED TO BUY

SELL ME YOUR
VINYL RECORDS
We buy LP's, 45's

No collection
too large.

We come to you!
RIPE RECORDS

Call (313)469-7479

Classified Advertising
313-882-6900 ext 4

COLOR Your Ad
(313)882-6900 x4(313)882-6900 ext. 1

Classified advertising

Place an Order
MAIL OR FAX THIS FORM (OR PLACE AN ORDER ON OUR WEB SITE)
Grosse Pointe News
Mail: Classified Advertising, 16980 Kercheval Ave., Grosse Pointe, MI 48230

Phone: (313) 882-6900 Ext. 4  Fax: (313) 882-1585

Web: grossepointenews.com

Email: classifieds@grossepointenews.com

YOUR ADVERTISEMENT
CLASSIFICATION NAME:

$25.35 FOR 12 - 25 WORDS. ADDITIONAL WORDS, .30¢ EACH. CALL FOR COLOR!

NO. OF WEEKS:                  X    COST PER WEEK:                =    TOTAL:                  

28                      $26.2527                      $25.9526                      $25.6525                      $25.35

32                      $27.4531                      $27.1530                      $26.8529                      $26.55

YOUR CONTACT AND BILLING INFORMATION

NAME:

STREET ADDRESS:

CITY:                                                         STATE:                ZIP:

PHONE

AMOUNT ENCLOSED:

CARD NO:                                                                 EXP. DATE:

Prepayment is required. We accept credit cards, cash and check.

DEADLINES
Please call for holiday deadline
dates and times, subject to change.

PRICING
Prepayment is required. We accept 
credit cards, cash and check.

FREQUENCY DISCOUNTS
Given for multi-week scheduled
advertising with prepayment or 
credit approval. Call for rates or for 
more information. Phone lines can 
be busy on Monday and Tuesday.
Please call early.

WORD ADS:
12 - 25 words for $25.35;
additional words are 30¢ each.
Abbreviations are not accepted.

BORDER ADS STARTING AT:
$26.00 per column inch

CLASSIFYING
AND CENSORSHIP
We reserve the right to classify 
each ad under its appropriate 
heading. The publisher reserves 
the right to edit or reject ad copy 
submitted for publication.

CORRECTIONS
AND ADJUSTMENTS
Responsibility for classified 
advertising errors is limited to either  
a cancellation of the charge or a  
re-run of the portion of the error. 
Notification must be given in time for  
the correction in the following issue.  
We assume no responsibility for the 
same after the first insertion.

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M.
CLASSIFIED WORD ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M. 

General 
Listings
ANNOUNCEMENTS
097 Property for Sale
098 Greetings
099 Business Opportunities
100 Announcements
101 Prayers
102 Lost & Found
SPECIAL SERVICES
103 Attorneys/Legal
104 Accounting
105 Art
106 Business Services
107 Catering
108 Computer Service
109 Entertainment
110 Delivery Service
111 GP Miscellany
112 Health & Nutrition
113 Home Concierge Services
114 Music Education
115 Party Planners/Helpers
116 Local Harvest

117 Secretarial Services
118 Tax Service
119 Transportation/Travel
120 Tutoring Education
121 General Services
122 Alterations/Tailoring
123 Decorating Services
124 Beauty Services
125 Financial
126 Contributions
127 Video Services
128 Photography
129 Sports Training
130 Art Frame/Restore
131 Counselors/ Therapists
HELP WANTED
200 Help Wanted General
201 Help Wanted   
 Babysitter
202 Help Wanted Clerical/  
	 Office
203 Help Wanted Dental/
 Medical
204 Help Wanted Domestic
205 Help Wanted Legal

206 Help Wanted Part Time
207 Help Wanted Sales
208 Help Wanted Nurses  
 Aides/Caregiver
209 Help Wanted Professional
210 Help Wanted Restaurant
211 Help Wanted Management
212 Job Fair
SITUATION WANTED
300 Situations Wanted  
 Babysitter
301 Clerical
302 Convalescent Care
303 Day Care
304 General
305 House Cleaning
306 House Sitting
307 Nurses Aides
308	Office	Cleaning
309 Sales
310 Assisted Living
312 Organizing
MERCHANDISE
400 Antiques / Collectibles

401 Appliances
402 Arts & Crafts
403 Auctions
404 Bicycles
405 Computers
406 Estate Sales
407 Firewood
408 Furniture
409 Garage/Yard/  
 Rummage Sale
410 Household Sales
411 Clothes/Jewelry
412 Miscellaneous Articles
413 Musical Instruments
414	Office/Business		 	
 Equipment
415 Wanted To Buy
416 Sports Equipment
417 Tools
418 Toys/ Games
419 Building Materials
420 Resale/Consignment  
 Shops
421 Books

ANIMALS
500 Animals Adopt A Pet
502 Horses For Sale
503 Household Pets For Sale
504 Humane Societies
505 Lost And Found
506 Pet Breeding
507 Pet Equipment
508 Pet Grooming
509 Pet Boarding/Sitting
510 Animal Services

AUTOMOTIVE
600 Cars
601 Chrysler
602 Ford
603 General Motors
604 Antique/Classic
605 Foreign
606 Sport Utility
607 Junkers
608 Parts/Tires/Alarms
609 Rentals/Leasing

610 Sports Cars
611 Trucks
612 Vans
613 Wanted To Buy
614 Auto Insurance
615 Auto Services
616 Auto Storage

RECREATIONAL
650 Airplanes
651 Boats And Motors

652 Boat Service/Care
653 Boat Parts
654 Boat Storage/Docking
655 Campers
656 Motorbikes
657 Motorcycles
658 Motor Homes
659 Snowmobiles
660 Trailers/Tractors
661 Water Sports
662 Recreational Vehicles

Real Estate
RENTALS
700 Apts/Flats/Duplex:  
 Grosse Pointe/Harper Woods
701 Apts/Flats/Duplex:
 Detroit/Wayne County
702 Apts/Flats/Duplex: St.  
 Clair Shores/Macomb County
703 Apts/Flats/Duplex:
 Wanted to Rent
704 Houses: Rent
705 Houses: Grosse   
 Pointe/Harper Woods
706 Houses: Detroit/
 Wayne County
707 Houses: St. Clair Shores/
 Macomb County
708 Apts/Flats/Duplex: Rent
709 Townhouses/ 
 Condos to Rent

710 Townhouses/Condos  
 Wanted
711 Garages/Mini Storage  
 for Rent
712 Garages/Mini Storage  
 Wanted
713 Industrial/Warehouse  
 Rental
714 Living Quarters 
 to Share
715 Hunting Rentals
716	Offices/Commercial	
 for Rent
717	Offices/Commercial		
 Wanted
718 Property Management
719 Rent with Option to Buy
720 Rooms for Rent
721 Vacation Rental:   
 Florida

 
722 Vacation Rental: 
 Out of State
723 Vacation Rental:   
 Michigan
724 Vacation Rental
725 Rentals/Leasing
726 Waterfront
727 Relocation Services

HOMES/LOTS FOR SALE
800 House for Sale
801 Commercial Buildings
802 Commercial Property
803 Condos/Apts/Flats
804 Country Homes
805 Property for Sale
806 Florida Property
807 Investment Property
808 Waterfront Homes

809 Waterfront Lots
810 Lake/River Resorts
811 Lots for Sale
812 Mortgages/Land
       Contracts
813 Northern Michigan  
       Homes
814 Northern Michigan Lots
815 Out of State Homes &  
       Property
816 Real Estate Exchange
817 Real Estate Wanted
818 Sale or Lease
819 Cemetery Lots
820 Business For Sale
821 Open House
822 Vacation Properties
824 Mobile Homes
825 Estate Sales
826 Auctions

Guide to
Services
900 Air Conditioning
901 Alarm Installation Repair
902 Siding
903 Appliance Repairs
904 Asphalt Paving Repair
906 Basement Remodeling
907 Basement	Waterproofing
908	Bathtub	Refinishing
911 Brick/Block Work
912 Building/Remodeling
913 Cargo/ Auto Transport
914 Carpentry
915 Carpet Cleaning
916 Carpet Maintenance
917 Ceilings
918 Cement Work
919 Chimney Cleaning

920 Chimney Repair
921 Closets
922 Computer Services
923 Construction Repair
924 Demolition
925 Decks/Patios
926 Doors
927 Debris/ Clutter 
 Removal
929 Drywall/Plastering
930 Electrical Services
933 Excavating
934 Fences
935 Fire/Flood Damage
936 Floor Sanding/  
	 Refinishing
937 Floor Installation
938	Furniture	Refinishing/	
 Upholstering
939 General Services

940 Glass-Residential/  
 Commercial
941 Home Concierge Services
942 Garages
943 Landscapers / Gardeners
944 Gutters
945 Handyman
946 Home Services
947 Heating/Cooling
 Repair & Installation
948 Insulation
949 Janitorial Services
950 Engine/Motor Repair
951 Iron Work
952 Locksmith
953 Marble/Stone
954 Painting/Decorating
956 Pest Control
957 Plumbing & Installation
958 Pool Maintenance

959 Power Washing
960	Roofing	Service
961 Security Enforcement
962 Sanitation Services
964 Sewer Cleaning Service
965 Shutters
966 Snow Removal
968 Stucco
969 Swimming Pool Service
970 T.V./Radio/CB Radio
971 Tree Service
973 Tile Work
974 VCR/DVD Repair
975 Vacuum Sales/Service
976 Ventilation Service
977 Wall Washing
980 Window Installation
981 Window Washing
983 Welding
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950 Engine/Motor Repair
951 Iron Work
952 Locksmith
953 Marble/Stone
954 Painting/Decorating
956 Pest Control
957 Plumbing & Installation
958 Pool Maintenance

959 Power Washing
960	Roofing	Service
961 Security Enforcement
962 Sanitation Services
964 Sewer Cleaning Service
965 Shutters
966 Snow Removal
968 Stucco
969 Swimming Pool Service
970 T.V./Radio/CB Radio
971 Tree Service
973 Tile Work
974 VCR/DVD Repair
975 Vacuum Sales/Service
976 Ventilation Service
977 Wall Washing
980 Window Installation
981 Window Washing
983 Welding

Complete Index

PHONE: 313-882-6900 EXT. 4 WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COMFAX: 313-882-1585
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900 INTERIOR / EXTERIOR 
DESIGN

911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK

Masonry Repair
Tuckpointing

313-886-8088

Masonry Tuckpointing
Porches Walkways

313-886-8088

912 BUILDING / REMODELING

912 BUILDING / REMODELING

914 CARPENTRY

920 CHIMNEY REPAIR

927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

930 ELECTRICAL SERVICES

313-886-8088

Electrical Repair 
Lights - Switches - Plugs 

936 FLOOR SANDING /
REFINISHING

939 GENERAL SERVICES

GUTTER

Insured
Call Tom Micoli
(313)656-9402

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

944 GUTTERS

944 GUTTERS

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

945 HANDYMAN

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Service

Electrical - Plumbing

948 INSULATION

954 PAINTING / DECORATING 954 PAINTING / DECORATING

957 PLUMBING
& INSTALLATION

958 POOL MAINTENANCE

960 ROOFING SERVICES

960 ROOFING SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

RR CODDENS
Family since 1924

(313)886-5565
(313)550-6602

962 SANITATION SERVICES

981 WINDOW WASHING

 You can sell it FASTER here!

YouHave Heard?

313-882-6900

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

1. 37 Newberry Place, GPF
2. 481 Kercheval, GPF
3. 1344 Yorktown St, GPW
4. 20883 Hawthorne, HW

5. 1320 Yorkshire, GP
6. 916 Westchester, GPP
7. 1208 Whittier, GPP

THIS
 WEEK

= ESTATE SALE

= YARD SALE

See Classifi eds for 
more details

Yard & Estate Sale Map

2

3
4

5

1

6

7
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I had a hard time start-
ing this article, because 
I immediately wanted to 
mention every cool fea-
t u r e  a t  B r e c k e l s 
Massage right away. It’s 
pretty amazing and 
impressive. Like a host 
with the most, this place 
has thought of abso-
lutely everything you 
could ever want or need 
during a massage. It’s 
like your best friend or 
favorite aunt who has 
everything and more 
waiting for you when 

you come for a visit.  
From the moment I 

called to make the 
appointment, I was 
greeted by staff so genu-
inely nice, I hung up and 
remarked that I hadn’t 
had that pleasant of an 
experience in quite 
some time. They make a 
great fi rst impression. 

They wanted to match 
me with the perfect 
massage therapist to 
cater to my wants and 
needs. Since I have a 
previous injury, we 
agreed on Paige because 
she specializes in head 

and neck massage, but 
there are many thera-
pists there to suit any 
number of wants or 
needs.  

When the day arrived 
(yay!) to receive my 
treatment — a massage 
geared toward loosen-
ing up a stiff neck — I 
ran in two minutes late, 
but they assured me I 
should relax and let go 
of any worries. They 
space their appoint-
ments out in case this 
happens. They assured 
me I would get a full 
hour and I did.

I was led to a spa-
cious, pleasant room — 
one of six — and I got to 
choose from a menu of 
aromatherapy, as well 
as my preference of 
music, and then took a 
minute to get ready for 
the massage. The music 
started — classical or 
New Age for me — a 
delicious blend of citrus 
scents fi lled my senses 
and we were off. I was 
immediately relaxed 
and in my own personal 
heaven. It only got bet-
ter as the hour went on 
and included hot towels 

on my feet that I didn’t 
even know I needed. My 
only “complaint” is that 
it was so wonderful I 
kept worrying about my 
time being up and hav-
ing to leave.

After the massage, I 
knew I was going to 
write about my experi-
ence to share with oth-
ers. And I now know a 
perfect gift to give 
friends and family — a 
Breckels gift card. Upon 
investigating, I learned 
that Breckels offers at 
least seven different 
types  of  massage, 

including oncology and 
pre/postnatal, and has 
been in business since 
1985. They know their 
stuff. 

You can read more 
about the business and 
their services and prices 
and even book your ser-
vice on their website at 
breckelsmassagether-
apy.com or by calling 
them at (313) 886-8761. 
They are so nice, you 
might want to just call 
to chat. They are conve-
niently located at 16610 
Mack Ave. in Grosse 
Pointe Park.  

By Anna Lizer

We Tried It! Gift yourself a slice 
of heaven at Breckels Massage

Little Leagues celebrate district crowns

The Grosse Pointe Woods-Shores 9U Little League team proudly displays their trophies following a thrilling 12-11 victory against Grosse Pointe Farms-City in 
an intense district championship showdown.

COURTESY PHOTOS

The Grosse Pointe Farms-City 9-11-year-old team proudly wear their medals after their victory in the district championship at Ghesquiere Park July 12. They 
will now advance to the state tournament in Richmond on July 21.



H E  L E G E N D

SECTION D2 ◆ GROSSE POINTE NEWS ◆ JULY 20, 2023

When Dan Griesbaum 
Sr. accepted a teaching 
position in Grosse Pointe 
Public Schools in 1979, 
little did anyone know he 
was about to begin a 
career that can only be 
described, by any defi ni-
tion, as legendary.

And much to the 
delight of Blue Devil 
baseball fans, he’s not 
done yet.

Griesbaum, a Michigan 
High School Baseball 
Coaches Association Hall 
of Famer, just completed 
his 40th season as head 
baseball coach at Grosse 
Pointe South High 
School. He is among only 
a handful of high school 
coaches in Michigan to 
break the 40-year coach-
ing mark, including his 
colleague at South, Steve 
Zaranek, and North’s 
Gary Bennett. 

Zaranek just coached 
his 44th seasons for the 
girls cross country and 
track and fi eld teams. “88 
seasons so far as a head 
coach…and yes, 50 years 
and 100 seasons is the 
goal,” Zaranek said. He 
also taught at North, 
Pierce and South before 
retiring from teaching 
two years ago. Bennett, a 
math teacher and head 
coach for girls basketball 
at North, just celebrated 
his 40th anniversary this 
season.

Other active coaches in 
the state who have sur-
passed the 40-year mark 
are Trenton wrestling 
coach Tom Bluhm and 

five softball coaches, 
accord ing  to  the 
Michigan High School 
Athletic Association.

Griesbaum also was a 
health teacher at South 
for 35 years, where he 
got to do what he loves 
— working with kids — 
alongside his high school 
sweetheart and wife, 
Paulette, a business 
teacher at South, until 
they both retired in 2014. 

“I knew the day I got 
hired in 1979 that it was 
the start of something 
pretty special,” he said.

Having celebrated his 
70th birthday last Dec. 
24, Griesbaum actually 
has coached for more 
than half of his life — 46 
years in total, thanks to a 
career that started with a 
two-year stint as an assis-
tant coach at Central 
Michigan University and 
then four more years at 
Grosse Pointe North 
assisting another coach-
ing legend,  Frank 
Sumbera.  Sumbera 
coached both baseball 
and football at North for 
49 years and is someone 
whom Griesbaum con-
siders both a mentor and 
dear friend. 

“(Our friendship) is as 
solid today as the first 
day I met the man,” 
Sumbera said, who 
attended South’s regional 

and quarterfi nals games 
in June to offer support. 
“It gets stronger every 
day. 

“We see each other at a 
game, establish eye con-
tact, and we just know 
how much stuff we have 
gone through together.”

In his first year with 
Sumbera in 1980, North 
varsity baseball won a 
state championship with 
a lineup filled with 

Norsemen greats like 
John Clem, Bill Babock, 
John Hackett, Tom 
Shook and Bobby Brown. 

“In our starting lineup 
on that team, fi ve of the 
starters got drafted. Clem 
by the (Seattle) Mariners, 
Hackett, the (St. Louis) 
Cardinals, Brown by the 
Detroit Tigers and Tom 
Shook by the Kansas City 
Royals,” Sumbera noted. 
Babcock, who threw 
three no-hitters in the 
playoffs that year, was 
drafted by the Chicago 
White Sox.

Hackett would later 
b e c o m e  o n e  o f 
Griesbaum’s assistant 
coaches at South and has 
been on his staff for 30 
years.

“Dan is like a father, 
brother and great friend,” 
Hackett said. “I love him 
and I love coaching with 

See GRIESBAUM, page 10D

Meg Leonard
Associate Editor

Dan Griesbaum Sr. is a familiar 
name to thousands of 
households throughout 

Grosse Pointe. Since he accepted 
a position to teach and coach here 
in 1979, he has touched the lives 
of countless students, athletes, 
colleagues, parents and families. 
After completing his 40th season 
as head coach of Grosse Pointe 

South’s varsity baseball program 
this June, the Grosse Pointe News 
sat down with the legendary 
teacher and coach. What we dis-
covered was the story of a man 
who found his true purpose in 
teaching and mentoring young 
people, backed by powerful sto-
ries from those he has impacted 
along the way. 

This is the story about faith, family, a teacher, coach and community legend:

This 1986
shot of Dan 
Griesbaum
giving signs
to his batter
appeared in 
South’s 1987 
yearbook.

PHOTO COURTESY OF 
THE GROSSE POINTE 
SOUTH YEARBOOK

PHOTO BY CHERISHED CANDIDS BY ERIN

The 2023 Grosse Pointe South varsity baseball coaching staff includes from left 
to right, Dan Griesbaum Jr., John Hackett, Dan Griesbaum Sr., Matt Reno and 
Rich Smith.

The teacher,
 the coach,

T

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

‘Dan is like a father, brother and
great friend. I love him and I love 
coaching with him.’
JOHN HACKETT, 
Grosse Pointe South Varsity Baseball Assistant Coach

DESIGN BY JOHN PIGOTT
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him.”
Retirement is not immi-

nent, Griesbaum said, 
though he understands 
it’s not in the distant 
future either. His six 
grandkids, including fi ve 
boys and one girl, have 
full schedules of baseball 
and football games, 
school concerts, dance 
recitals and the like, and 
he wants to be there for 
them. 

“When I can’t do it the 
way I need to do it, with 
the energy and effort it 
requires, then that is 
when I will get out,” 
Griesbaum said. “I don’t 
just want to be a coach in 
name only. I want to do 

all the things I’ve done in 
the past. 

“But it is toward the 
end (of my coaching 
career) and whenever I 
think about it, I get emo-
tional.” 

Today, he remains 
armed with the desire 
and drive to continue 
coaching a game he has 
played since childhood. 
He has molded hundreds 
of young men’s lives 
throughout four decades, 
while also making Grosse 
Pointe South baseball a 
h o u s e h o l d  n a m e 
throughout the state. 

In 40 seasons, he has 
reached the state semifi -
nals eight times, making 
him tops among Division 
1 coaches with that many 
D1 final four appear-
ances. His program also 
has the most final four 
appearances among any 
public school, behind 
only D1 private school 
athletic powerhouses 
Brother Rice (10) and 
Catholic Central (9). He 
remarked that accom-
plishment is noteworthy 
because, “it’s all with our 
own kids (from Grosse 
Pointe), too, because we 
can’t recruit.”

He has led his squad to 
three state championship 
games, losing in 2014, 
but winning his fi rst title 
in 2001. His second and 
most recent state cham-
pionship came June 16, 
2018, which also hap-
pened to be his 45th wed-
ding anniversary. 

He’s still accomplish-
ing fi rsts for the program. 
His 2022 team was 
South’s fi rst in its history 
to win the regular season 
outright in the MAC Red, 
one of the most competi-
tive leagues in the state. 
When his team won the 
Division 1 regional cham-
pionship and advanced 
to the state quarterfi nals 
last month, he reached a 
new milestone — 898 
career wins, a coaching 
echelon very few reach.

And just last week, 
Griesbaum was named 
the Michigan High 
S c h o o l  A t h l e t i c 
Association’s 2023 D1 
regional coach of the 
year for the 11th time in 
his career.

Griesbaum chalks up 
his success to many fac-

tors, but always credits 
two primary sources: his 
family and his faith.

“I really felt like in the 
beginning, I put results 
over relationships,” 
Griesbaum said. “At the 
start of my career, I 
always felt I taught my 
kids life skills and such, 
but I maybe put results 
and winning over them.”

Griesbaum said recom-
mitting to his faith helped 
him reprioritize. It also 

helped him reframe his 
approach with his play-
ers, whom he regularly 
refers to as his “kids.” 

“My faith helped me 
take my focus off of me 
and onto the kids and 
how I can help make it 
the best experience pos-
sible — (teaching things 
like) being a good per-
son, treating others like 
you would be treated, 
doing the right thing,” he 
continued. 

“The ironic thing is 
after I did make that 
commitment to God and 
to my faith and put that 
fi rst, I started to see more 
success.”

How it started
Griesbaum loved play-

ing baseball as a kid, but 
the game became his sav-
ing grace after his father 
left his mom and two 
brothers, older brother 
Al and twin brother Don, 
when they were young 
boys.

“My father took off 
when I was 10, but base-
ball and the good Lord 
have given me everything 
I could ever hope for,” he 
said. “I thought I could go 
pro, but that didn’t hap-
pen, but now I know why. 
… Sometimes prayers 
aren’t answered for a 
reason.”

He is confi dent a pro 
career never happened 
for him because it 
directed him to a life of 
coaching and mentoring 
young people. He said 
although many would 
view his situation as a 
negative, or of a dream 
unrealized, it turned out 
to be a remarkable posi-
tive.

“I’ve told the kids about 

it to emphasize the 
importance of learning to 
overcome adversity, in 
baseball and life,” he 
said. “Your life can be 
directly affected and 
related to your ability to 
handle failure and adver-
sity.”

Before landing on his 
pa th  o f  purpose , 
Griesbaum graduated 
from St. Clair Shores 
South Lake High School 
in 1971. As a sophomore, 

he began dating his 
future wife, Paulette 
Vitto, when she was a 
freshman. He was a star 
baseball player for the 
Cavaliers, and earned a 
scholarship to play at 
C e n t r a l  M i c h i g a n 
University from 1971 to 
1975.

Paulette joined him at 
Central and the pair mar-
ried in 1973. Griesbaum 
earned team MVP honors 
his senior season in 1975, 
after which his head 
coach, Dave Keilitz, 
offered him a job as a 
graduate assistant. 

“Paulette had to fi nish 
school, so she fi nished up 
there and I got my mas-
ter’s,” he said. “I got to 
teach classes like archery 
and bowling, while I 
helped coach baseball 
there. She also worked in 
the athletic offi ce.”

In 1979, in what one 
would call a stroke of 
great luck, kismet or 
God’s plan, the Grosse 
Pointe Public School 
System moved its part-
time athletic directors 
and physical education 
teachers, Chuck Hollosy 
at South and Tom 
Gauerke at North, to full 
time. This move created 
the need to fi ll two part-
time PE teaching posi-
tions at North and South, 
along with North’s open 
JV baseball job.

North principal Bruce 
Feighner and South prin-
cipal Bill Mogk offered 
Griesbaum the job. By 
1984, South head base-
ball coach Jon Rice 
decided to coach the Blue 
Devils football team full 
time, so Griesbaum took 
over the baseball pro-
gram at South. 

The wheels were set in 
motion for what would 
become a historical hire 
for the district.

‘Tradition Never 
Graduates’

In the first several 
years of his coaching ten-
ure, Griesbaum coached 
South in the old Eastern 
Michigan League, or 
EML. In 1990, the league 
combined with the old 
Bi-County League and 
became the Macomb 
Area Conference, which 
has expanded seven 
times since its inception 
to now include 36 teams 
across Wayne, Macomb 
and St. Clair counties. 

Today, South baseball 
plays in the conference’s 
toughest division, MAC 
Red. Never shielding his 
program from a diffi cult 
non-league and league 
schedule is what helps 
the program stay com-
petitive year after year, 
he said. It’s also the moti-
vation behind the pro-
gram’s motto, “Tradition 
Never Graduates.”  

“I think it’s the mental-
ity and culture I have 
tried to create, not just a 
fancy slogan you put on a 
T-shirt,” he said of his 
program’s belief that to 
be the best, you have to 
play the best.

“It’s what we have tried 
to build our culture 
around. You have to see 
it and set the expectation 
before it happens. Our 
team culture and expec-
tations fuel that.” 

But part of playing 
such a diffi cult schedule 

each season comes at a 
bit of a price. While 
Griesbaum has notched 
898 wins, he also ranks 
among the state’s leaders 
in total losses. But that’s 
a statistic that’s not likely 
to keep this coach up at 
night. 

The right way
When asked about 

Griesbaum, player after 
player and coach after 
coach used three words 
to describe a core tenet of 
how Griesbaum manages 
his teams and teaches 
them to play baseball: 
“The right way.” 

North head varsity 
baseball coach Kevin 
S h u b n e l l  k n o w s 
Griesbaum as both a high 
school player and now as 
an opposing coach. 
Raised in Grosse Pointe 
Woods, Shubnell played 
Grosse Pointe Woods-
Shores Little League, 
competing against Dan 
Griesbaum Jr. 

“I was a Dodger and 
Danny (Jr.) was a Blue 
Jay,” Shubnell recalled. 
“So I always kind of knew 
about Grosse Pointe 
South baseball and that it 
was big and was kind of a 
thing. I knew it was a 
good program.”

Shubnell moved on to 
attend De La Salle 

Collegiate High School, 
where he and his team-
mates won the 2000 state 
championship his senior 
year. Griesbaum won his 
fi rst state title at South 
the following year.

“They’re like the 
Yankees,” he said of 
Griesbaum’s teams. 
“They’re always gonna 
play at a high level and 
play the right way.”

Since he took over the 
Norsemen program in 
2022, Shubnell has faced 
Griesbaum several times, 

making it a priority to 
keep the competition 
between the rivals 
respectful and about the 
players, just as Sumbera 
did before him. In other 
words, the right way.

“Games against him, 
those are for the kids,” he 
said. “You don’t have to 
say a word in those 
games. … North/South 
baseball is the thing. Just 
let them play.”

He said being a part of 
the rivalry today is “a joy 
to be on that fi eld. There 
is no outside-the-lines 
animosity.” 

A s s i s t a n t  c o a c h 
Hackett said the way 
Griesbaum plays the 
game keeps everyone 
committed to the pro-
gram.

“I’m not knocking any-
one, but he could proba-
bly have another 100 
wins if he played things 
differently,” he said. 
“Obviously you are upset 
when you lose, but you 
can defi nitely say it’s not 
the wins and losses for 
him. 

“It’s the whole entity, 
the family, the players 
and the people and car-
ing about them. That’s 
the most important thing 
to him.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF KARI GRIESBAUM

High school sweethearts Paulette and Dan 
Griesbaum celebrate becoming husband and wife 
on June 16, 1973.

PHOTO COURTESY OF GROSSE POINTE SOUTH BASEBALL

The 2023 team headed south to Florida for spring training, including special batboy Blake Griesbaum (front center), the grandson of 
Dan Griesbaum Sr.

PHOTO COURTESY BY RENEE LANDUYT

Dan Griesbaum Sr. heads to coach third after break-
ing a pregame huddle this season on April 13 
against Anchor Bay.

GRIESBAUM:
Continued from page 9D

COURTESY PHOTO

1986 Grosse Pointe South baseball team, pulled from the pages of South’s 1987 
yearbook.

See GRIESBAUM, page 11D
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Dan Cimini grew up in 
Grosse Pointe Park in the 
1980s, when nearly every 
young boy enjoyed a 
shared rite of passage — 
playing Little League 
baseball. 

He played on the dirt 
diamonds of what 
is now known as 
Getz Field. He 
remembers final 
scores, champion-
ship games and 
all-star teams, the 
very things young 
budding baseball 
stars remember 
when they become 
grown men and 
reminisce about 
their Little League years.

But as a young teen, 
life threw Cimini a curve 
ba l l .  H is  parents 
divorced, causing him to 
move away for a 
few years. In 
1986, he returned 
to Grosse Pointe, 
now being raised 
by  a  s ing le 
mother. He trans-
f e r r e d  i n t o 
Grosse Pointe 
South as a junior 
and continued to 
take solace in 
playing baseball.

“I came out 
junior year to try-
outs, got cut,” 
Cimini said. “I 
was clearly one 
of his best play-
ers. I went into 
him, mad as all 
get out, and got 
told to go to a 
second tryout 
and he cut me 
again.”

What  mos t 
might have a dif-
ficult time believ-
ing is that the “he” in 
Cimini’s redemption 
story is South’s legend-
ary head coach, Dan 
Griesbaum Sr. 

Griesbaum, who just 
marked his 40th season 
as the Blue Devils skip-
per in June, looks back 
today at cutting players 
early in his career with 

great regret.
“I apologize early on if 

I wasn’t the type of coach 
that I am now. I am sorry 
for that,” he said. “I was 
a work in progress and 
took me too long to real-
ize that. 

“… But the last thing I 
ever wanted to do was 
hurt a kid. Now the focus 

is on relationships and 
giving kids the best pos-
sible experience as I 
can,” added Griesbaum, 
who now is known for 

carrying rosters as large 
as 25 players or more. 

For Cimini, getting cut 
only fueled his desire to 
prove everyone wrong. 
He tried out again senior 
year. He made the team.

“I sat the first two 
games,” he said. “I got 
put into the third game 
and threw three or four 

kids out from center 
field.”

From that game on, 
Cimini became a core 
member of the 1987 
team, which went on to 
become Griesbaum’s 
first team to reach a final 
four.

 But before this team 
made program history, 

G r i e s b a u m 
a p p r o a c h e d 
Cimini in the 
middle of the 
season during a 
p r e g a m e 
warmup. He 
asked about his 
college plans. At 
the time, Cimini 
had none. In 
fact, he wasn’t 
even sure if col-

lege was for him at all.
“He told me he knew 

someone at Macomb 
(Community College) he 
could talk to if I was 

interested,” Cimini said.
Cimini took him up on 

his offer. He attended 
Macomb for two years, 
eventually transferring to 
University of Detroit-
Mercy. There, he earned 
a bachelor’s degree while 
playing four years of col-
lege baseball. 

Afterward, in 1993, 

Griesbaum hired Cimini 
to help coach his JV and 
freshman teams, along 
with Cimini’s 1987 team-
mate, Sean Bruce. 

“(Griesbaum) got me 
my start in coaching,” he 

said. “I fell in love with 
it.”

In 2006, Cimini became 
the head varsity baseball 
coach at University of 
Liggett, a position he still 
holds today in tandem 
with his newest role as 
the school’s admissions 
outreach coordinator.

He has gone on to win 

five state championships 
with Liggett and was 
inducted into  the 
MHSBCA Hall of Fame 
in Class of 2016. He has 
been named district, 
regional and state coach 

of the year on mul-
tiple occasions. 
This year his team, 
which had five 
Division 1 college 
c o m m i t s , 
advanced to the 
program’s ninth 
final four in 12 
years, earning him 
honors as the 2023 
regional Coach of 
the Year from the 
National Baseball 
C o a c h e s 
Association and 
M i c h i g a n ’ s 
Division 2 regional 
Coach of the Year. 

In May of this 
year, Cimini also 
won his 500th 
career game with 
the Knights.

But for all of 
their individual 
successes, the spe-
cial connection 
between Cimini 

and Griesbaum tran-
scends baseball. 

“He’s the first person I 
put on my resume as a 
reference,” Cimini said. 
“He’s a father figure to 
me, the only good one I 
have ever had.

“His integrity, faith 
and family are things I 
model my life after.”

Griesbaum is fully 
aware of the caliber of a 
baseball program Cimini 
has built. Earlier this sea-
son, he spoke with great 
respect about his former 
player’s accomplish-
ments.

“Dan has built a world-
class program at Liggett,” 
Griesbaum said. “... (His 
program) is well-known 
here and in the Midwest, 
and his talent is off the 
charts with all of his D1 
commits. 

“But it takes a good 
coach to do all that.”

For his part, Cimini 
speaks of a mutual 
respect of two people 
who have spoken on a 
weekly basis for 30 
years.

“I think as much as he 
has influenced me, I 
think I may have influ-
enced him and now 
maybe he has stolen 
some pages of some of 
the things I do coaching 
baseball,” he said. “The 
biggest takeaway I have 
from him is the life skills 
that I learned from him 
just watching with his 
family, faith and his 
integrity. He would never 
cheat, would never disre-
spect the game of base-
ball. 

“I just want people to 
know how much I love 
him and how thankful I 
am to him. I wouldn’t be 
where I am today with-
out him.”

Redemption story between coach, 
former player transcends baseball
By Meg Leonard
Associate Editor

His teams
Speaking to Griesbaum 

about South baseball is 
akin to looking for 
answers in an old-fash-
ioned Encyclopedia 
Britannica. He recalls 
details, scores and stats 
with unbelievable accu-
racy, whether it’s South’s 
record for stolen bases in 
a season (held by former 
MLB player Chris Getz, 
who had 40 in 2002), or 
situations where he 
called game-winning sui-
cide squeezes. 

Griesbaum rattled off 
two instances with ease, 
recalling South’s first 
state championship win 
in 2001. 

“In the bottom of 6, we 
had Mark Peppler on 
third and Mike Hackett 
up to bat with a 1-2 
count,” he said, recalling 
the moment he sent 
Peppler home for the 
winning run. He also 
recalled South’s district 
title over North in 2019, 
when Mat t  Fabry 
squeezed in Weston 
Brundage for the win. 

As far as his most 
memorable seasons, 
Griesbaum considers his 

state championship 
teams in 2001 and 2018 
as tops. He also recalled 
his 1986 team, which 
gave Griesbaum his first 
district win, as well as all 
of his other final four 
teams from 1996, 2001, 
2003, 2005, 2014, 2015 
and 2018. 

“A few times in our his-
tory, we went to three 
final fours in five years,” 
he said, adding that each 
team did something nota-

ble or unique to contrib-
ute to the program. 

But he has several oth-
ers that also hold special 
memories for him, 
including his 1987 squad, 
who surprised everyone 
with its unexpected play-
off run. 

“I wanted to contend 
for a title within the first 
five years and, in 1987, 
we did. We reached the 
final four for the first 
time, but we lost to 
Midland Dow,” he said. 

Another memorable 
team for the skipper was 
the 1992 team, which lost 
to Brother Rice 5-3 in the 

quarterfinals. 
“They were a very good 

team and Rice went on to 
win the state title that 
year,” he said. 

“In ’01 we had a great 
nucleus of guys and in 
’03 and ’05 we did, too.” 

He said his 2014 squad 
was notable because it 
entered the playoffs with 
18 losses and ended up 
in the state champion-
ship game. The skipper 
remembers something 

about every one of his 40 
teams, even if they didn’t 
finish with a great record 
or win a trophy. 

“I never really thought 
about that or looked at a 
team as being ‘worst,’” 
he said. “Even if their 
record wasn’t terrific, 
the kids were. This is 
why you do this.”

As far as his most tal-
ented teams, Griesbaum 
said, “I think there have 
been several. Some of 
the final four teams 
might not have been the 
most talented necessar-
ily, but they caught 
breaks and went on runs.

“ 2 0 1 8  w a s 
pretty special,” 
he noted. “But 
not so much that 
there were col-
lege players on 
the team, but they 
played together 
a n d  c r e a t e d 
something very 
special,” he said 
of their state 
championship.

He also laments 
the cancellation 
of the 2020 season 
to the pandemic 
and the “what ifs” 
that come to mind 
with a team he 
considers to be 
among the most 
talented he has 
had.

Over the years, 
he also has had 
the good fortune 
to coach count-
less future college 
players, many of 
whom played for 
D1 programs like 
Univers i ty  of 
Michigan, Central 
Michigan and Michigan 
State. He has had a hand-
ful of players who also 
saw some time in the 
minor leagues. 

Among his most suc-
cessful players are Getz, 
who had a 10-year major 
league career after being 

drafted 125th overall in 
the fourth round of the 
2005 MLB draft by the 
Chicago White Sox. Cam 
Gibson (son of Detroit 
Tigers great Kirk Gibson) 
played at MSU and was a 
Detroit Tigers prospect. 
Carmen Benedetti and 

Adam Abraham played 
at U of M and eventually 
played some pro ball, 
according to Griesbaum.

“It was very special to 
coach them in high 
school,” he said.

PHOTO COURTESY OF DAN CIMINI

Dan Cimini, left joins North coach Mike Kras and South’s Dan Griesbaum Sr. 
for a pre-game photo.

PHOTO COURTESY OF GROSSE POINTE SOUTH’S 1988 YEARBOOK

Sitting in the front row, third from left, Dan Cimini and his 1987 teammates became Dan 
Griesbaum’s first team to reach a final four in the state tournament.

‘The biggest takeaway I have 
from him is the life skills that 
I learned from him just 
watching with his family, 
faith and his integrity.’
DAN CIMINI
University Liggett Head Varsity Baseball 
Coach

GRIESBAUM:
Continued from page 10D

See GRIESBAUM, page 12D

PHOTO COURTESY OF GROSSE POINTE SOUTH BASEBALL

Dan Griesbaum Sr. calls a timeout to chat on the mound 
with catcher Sean McLeod and Chris Getz, who had a 
10-year major-league career after being drafted 125th 
overall in the fourth round of the 2005 MLB draft by the 
Chicago White Sox.

‘Even if their record wasn’t terrific, 
the kids were. This is why you do this.’
DAN GRIESBAUM  
Grosse Pointe South Varsity Baseball Head Coach
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Like father, like son
Griesbaum coached 

another memorable 
player, who eventually 
followed in his footsteps, 
enjoyed a successful col-
lege career at Central 
Michigan and continues 
to help coach at South 
today: his son, Dan 
Griesbaum Jr.

Most often referred to 
by those who know both 
father and son simply as 
“Junior,” Dan Griesbaum 
Jr. was an outstanding 
catcher and power hitter 
for Grosse Pointe South 
from 1996-99. He sits in 
the top 10 of several pro-
gram records, including 
batting average, runs 
scored, RBIs and hits. He 
ranks No. 2 in home runs 
with nine in back-to-
back seasons in 1998 and 
1999. He has the most 
triples in program his-
tory, hitting seven in 
1999. 

Along with teammate 
Charlie Braun, who 
p l a y e d  a t  M S U , 
Griesbaum Jr. received a 
scholarship to play D1 
college baseball after 
high school.

And like his father, he 
moved on to play for 
Central Michigan. There 
he served as team cap-
ta in ,  l ead ing  the 
Chippewas to a MAC 
championship in 2004.

But his Blue Devil 
career almost didn’t hap-
pen.

Since the Griesbaum 
family resided in the 
North attendance area, 
the coach’s son always 
figured he would be a 
Norsemen.

“The first snowman I 
ever  bui l t  had a 
Norsemen on i t , ” 
Griesbaum Jr. quipped.

At the time, the district 
allowed teachers whose 
families lived in Grosse 
Pointe to choose what 
high school to attend. But 
as a loyal son, who was a 
South ball boy since 

1986, he knew deep 
down if he chose North, 
his dad likely would have 
left his job at South to be 
a part of his high school 
career. 

“Had (Junior) gone to 
North, I would have fol-
lowed him,” Griesbaum 
confi rmed.

His son figured as 
much.

“I  chose (South) 
because I was the type of 
kid that takes the happi-
ness of his family into 
consideration,” he said. 
“I think I was pretty 
street smart and I could 
just tell that my mother 
was going to be unhappy 
(with the upheaval) and 
having my dad give up a 
job isn’t the greatest 
thing to do.”

Realizing “it was hard 
to see myself as anything 
other than a Blue Devil,” 
he made the decision to 
go to South in July 1995, 
a month and some 
change before his fresh-
man year.

“I can’t help but think 

that if I made anything 
other than that decision, 
God only knows how 
many people that would 
have affected,” he said. 

“That one decision is 
probably the most impor-
tant thing I have done in 
my life.”

His father considers 
his years coaching his 
son among his favorites.

“Even though we didn’t 
make it to a final four 
together, those four years 
with my son are the most 
satisfying I have ever 
had,” he said.

Despite Griesbaum 
Jr.’s busy life with his 
wife, Jessica, and three 
boys, Danny (12), Blake 
(9) and Beckham (5), and 
as an executive with the 
Utica Unicorns of the 
U n i t e d  S h o r e 
Professional Baseball 
League, he has managed 
to be an assistant coach 
at South the last 10 years.

“I’m very blessed to 
have to have him on staff, 
with everything he has 
on his plate with his fam-
ily and job commit-
ments,” Griesbaum Sr. 
said. “His baseball 
knowledge is great and 
he is so good with the 
kids. He knows how to 
communica te  wi th 
them.” 

He got emotional when 
he looked back at win-

ning the state champion-
ship with his son on staff 
in 2018. 

“Winning the state 
championship in ’18,” he 
said as he paused to col-
lect his thoughts. “When 
you can hug your son on 
the field after winning 
the state championship, 
that is something not 
many people will ever 

experience.” 
His son shares that 

sentiment. 
“In reality I certainly 

feel the same about shar-
ing that experience in 
2018. I was really sur-
prised by my reaction 
about the state champi-
onship,” he said, admit-
ting how his tears fl owed 
freely when he embraced 
his dad after the last out.

“... Most people never 
get to end their season on 
a win. You’re used to 
going out on a platter 
every time. I did it 15 
times (when I worked 

for) the Tigers and at 
CMU it all ended with a 
loss. (Winning your last 
game) is a very special 
thing to experience.”

Assistant coaches
If you talk to Griesbaum 

for any amount of time 
about his program, 
there’s not a chance he 
won’t credit his longtime 
coaching staff, which 
includes his son, Hackett 
and Matt Reno, who have 

coached with him for a 
combined 66 years.

“I could not and the 
program could not have 
achieved what it has over 
the years without them,” 
Griesbaum said, who 
also added assistant 
coach Rich Smith in 
2019. “There’s no way in 
the world I would be able 
to do this for this long 
without them.”

Hackett, who played 
c o l l e g e  b a l l  a t 
Birmingham-Southern in 
Alabama, just completed 
his 30th season coaching 
with Griesbaum. Reno, 

who played baseball for 
Grand Valley State 
University, helped coach 
from 1986-90, taking a 
break to raise and coach 
his four kids through 
Grosse Pointe Park Little 
League, then rejoining 
the staff in 2009. 
Griesbaum Jr., whom 
many former players 

recall patting on the head 
as the team’s batboy, 
began helping during 
playoff runs while still in 
college. He fully joined 
the staff in 2005. 

There are several 
championship rings 
among the three assis-
tants and Griesbaum Jr. 
said that’s a talking point 
to their teams.

“Younger coaches 
worry about themselves 
a lot more. It’s just how it 
is,” he said. “We show 
our rings to the kids and 
preach, ‘We want this for 
you, not for us. We’ve 
had enough success, but 
now we want you to 
know what it’s like (to 
win these.)’”

Hackett said the South 
staff generally faces just 
a few other teams that 
have a longstanding 
coaching core, like 
S t e r l i n g  H e i g h t s 
Stevenson for example, 
but otherwise they see a 
lot of turnover in other 
programs.

Noting Griesbaum is a 
little more mellow than 
when he was a new 
coach, his “character and 
principles have stood the 
test of time,” Hackett 
said. “He has not 
changed in that arena 
one bit and that’s what 
it’s all about. 

“And that’s why we 
have all stayed around. 
… You know where you 
stand with him and 
everyone agrees with 
putting character and 
caring fi rst.”

Reno said the staff also 
shares the same baseball 
sense.

“We all get along, we 
all have our area of 
expertise,” he said. “I’ve 
got defense, Junior han-
dles the hitting, Hack the 
pitching and Dan has the 
last say. Our personali-
ties all gel and we get 
along.”

Added Reno: “We’re all 
addicted to baseball.” 

Family
While baseball may 

appear to be the center 
of Griesbaum’s world, it 

PHOTO BY KRISTIN MALLEGG

South’s dugout awaits Cameron Shook’s pitch to get the fi nal out – a pop out to short –  to win the 2018 
state championship.

PHOTO BY KRISTIN MALLEGG

Elated faces and a few tears mark the 2018 Blue Devils’ on-fi eld celebration after its state championship win in East Lansing.

See GRIESBAUM, page 13D

PHOTO BY MEG LEONARD

Father and son stand atop the visitor’s dugout in South’s annual game at 
Comerica Park this year.

PHOTO BY DR. RICHARD DUNLAP

Dan Griesbaum Jr. celebrates what would be his fi -
nal hit in a Grosse Pointe South uniform with his 
dad, who was coaching fi rst.

GRIESBAUM:
Continued from page 11D
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It has been around 35 
years since either of us 
have had the honor of 
donning the Grosse 
Pointe South pinstripes, 
but it’s probably taken a 
little time and distance 
(we now live on opposite 
coasts in Connecticut 
and California) to truly 
appreciate the man and 
the legend that is Coach 
Dan Griesbaum.

We always knew he 
was an exceptional base-
ball coach, but in retro-
spect he was much more. 
He was an incredible 
mentor — with an unwav-
ering commitment to his 
teams, exemplary family 
life and a resolute dedica-
tion to molding young 
athletes into exceptional 
young men — and some-
one who has left an indel-
ible mark on the lives he 
has touched.

Today, looking back on 
the remarkable career of 
Coach Griesbaum, or just 
“Coach” as he was affec-
tionately known to his 
players, we see clearly a 
man whose passion for 
baseball has always gone 
hand-in-hand with being 

a devoted husband, 
father, teacher and the 
true embodiment of a 
role model. We consider 
it a blessing to still be in 
touch nearly four decades 
after we played for him.

During the early years 
of his head coaching 
career — when he still 

looked to be in his late 
20s — Coach dealt with 
typical issues you might 
associate with a high 
school baseball team, 
such as bad grades in 
school, lost confi dence at 
the plate, distractions 
from girlfriend breakups 
or, his ultimate “kryp-
tonite,” weekend keg 
parties where one or 
more of his players were 
spotted. But even at that 
young age, Coach was 

uniquely mature and 
never shied away from 
helping his players deal 
with even more grave sit-
uations affecting them 
and their families, 
weightier things like 
divorce, alcoholism, 
d e p r e s s i o n  a n d 
Alzheimer’s. 

Today, regrettably, 
many coaches would be 
reluctant, if not afraid, to 
lend such a helping hand.

Nearly 40 years ago, 
Coach gave us his great-
est gift after the unex-
pected death of our dad 
during the school year in 

1985. The resulting grief 
overwhelmed us and our 
mother, who was left to 
raise five young kids. 
This temporarily led her 
down an understandable 
road of despair and alco-
hol dependency. Coach’s 
dedication to us as both 
our coach and teacher 

helped redirect our fam-
ily’s potential trajectory 
in the aftermath.

We vividly remember 
the strong, father-like, 
omnipresence of Coach, 
with his wife, Paulette, 
who also was a teacher at 
South, along with an 
incredibly dedicated GPS 
guidance counselor, 
Karen O’Shea. Coach led 
a game plan, with great 
discretion, to guide us as 
we intervened with our 

mom. This watershed 
moment helped her fi nd 
comfort, purpose and 
ultimately a sobriety that 
lasts to this day.

Like the best of his 
relief pitchers, Coach 
ultimately helped save a 
delicate situation that 
could have turned out 
dramatically worse for 
the team. So many of us 
have these Coach stories.

Some other special 
memories of Coach out-
side the lines of the ball 
fi eld involved his beauti-
ful family. He exempli-
fi ed what it means to be a 

devoted husband and, 
together with Paulette, 
they were a rock-solid 
partnership that was an 
inspiration to the young 
men on his teams, who 
were likely experiencing 
their first meaningful 
relationships.

Their children, Dan Jr. 

and Kari, were like 
adopted team mascots: 
always welcome, always 
smiling, always cared 
for, and always believed 
to bring good luck. We’ve 
often thought that 
Coach’s devotion to cre-
ating not just good ball-
players, but good young 
men, was in part to cre-
ate a community of teens 
who could be a positive 
influence on kids like 
Danny and Kari, since 
moms and dads can’t 
always be around.  

Today, if his young 
players ever wonder 
what Coach was like 
back then, it’s a compli-
cated answer. Some 
might say “stoic,” mean-
ing measured, wise, emi-
nently skilled at his trade 
and always in control. He 
also was occasionally 
“animated,” red in the 
face with palpable anger 
and fl irting with an erup-
tion that never material-
ized — after a bad call 
affected the outcome of a 
game.

No doubt he was
naturally “competitive,” 
because to Coach win-
ning a game on the fi eld 
or experiencing one of 
life’s little victories was 
always a good proxy for 
one’s dedication, hard 
work and perseverance. 
He was incredibly “disci-
plined,” always keeping 
his body in peak-perfor-
mance shape; if he’s ever 
tasted a drop of alcohol 
in his life, it has not been 
in our presence. He was 
certainly “demanding,” 
pushing all his young 
men to waste no talents 
and always be in pursuit 
of one’s best self, promis-
ing there would always 
be another chance if you 
put in the work.

But perhaps the trait 
we remember most about 
Coach was that he pos-
sessed an unshakeable 
“faith” — to God, to his 
family, to his community, 
to his teams, to his ball-
players. The Marines 
have “God, Country, 
Corps.” Coach has “God, 
Family, Team.” His faith 
provided a serenity and 
confidence that every-
thing would work out, 
everything would be OK. 
He prayed with his team 
before every game, long 

before praying in sports 
was in vogue, then out, 
primarily for his players’ 
safety but also so each 
would perform to the 
best of his abilities. Many 
of his ball players can 
still recite that prayer 
today, 40 years later. 
Needless to say, every-
body wanted to be like 
Coach and nobody 
wanted to let him down.

In the annals of high 
school athletics, Dan 
Griesbaum will always 
be known as a Hall-of-
Fame coach, but he also 
has been a cornerstone of 
our community since he 
fi rst took the fi eld with 
his mighty Blue Devils 
many decades ago. He 
lives by a set of values 
that all parents hope 
their boys, their children, 
develop: strength of char-
acter, determination, 
integrity, humility, empa-
thy, positivity.

Through his unwaver-
ing dedication and love of 
the game, he has forged 
not just exceptional 
teams and ball players, 
including several of both 
at the highest level of the 
game, but good men. He 
always has known that 

true victory lies not just in 
the fi nal score but in the 
transformative power of 
a mentor who believes in 
the potential of every 
young athlete. And so, his 
legacy will be one not 
merely of baseball 
achievements, but of lives 
touched, guided and 
enriched. He has made 
Grosse Pointe South 
baseball special; he has 
made Grosse Pointe spe-
cial. 

His name has been for-
ever etched in the hearts 
of all those fortunate 
enough to have been a 
part of his incredible 
journey.

Jerry Joliet is a 1986 
Grosse Pointe South 
graduate, who played for 
Dan Griesbaum from 
1985-86, serving as team 
co-captain his senior 
year. He resides in 
Southport, Conn., with 
his wife, Sadhana, and 
three children.

John Joliet is a 1987 
Grosse Pointe South 
graduate, who played for 
Dan Griesbaum from 
1986-87. He resides in 
Los Angeles, Calif., with 
his wife, Mariel, and 
three children.

Memories that matter
By Jerry Joliet and
John Joliet
Guest Writers

COURTESY PHOTO

Guest writer Jerry Joliet, third from right in the bottom row takes a team photo 
(from top row, left to right) with Dan Griesbaum Sr., Tom Fellows, Rick 
Leonard, Mike Hennessey, Steve Goodrich, Rick Waugaman (middle)  Scott 
Tucker, George Ghazal, Jason Colgrove, Anthony Eugenio, Sean Bruce, Steve 
Kinsley, Peter Meur and (bottom) Mike MacMichael, Jerry Henry, Rich 
Cordova, Joliet, Ted Kolp and Rob Wood.

COURTESY PHOTO

John Joliet helped anchor South’s 1987 pitching 
staff, which combined for a 2.77 team ERA and the 
program’s fi rst trip to the state fi nal four.

is yet a distant second to 
what he holds most dear: 
his family.

His high school sweet-
heart and wife of 50 
years, Paulette, comes to 
every game, always 
sporting South’s colors 
and giving hugs and hel-
lo’s to the dozens of fam-
ilies she knows in 
attendance. As a busy 
working mom, who was 
also busy raising their 
two kids, Dan Jr. and 
daughter Kari, and now a 
grandmother, her hus-
band understands the 
great sacrifi ces she has 
made with every baseball 
season. He said her 
unwavering support 
helps him to be at his 
best.

“No way would I have 
been able to do this with-
out her by my side,” he 
said. “The love and sup-
port and ability to run 
things by her has been so 
valuable. To have her as 
the rock helps me tre-
mendously, whether she 
is telling me when I’m 
wrong or just offering 
support.” 

She also knows a thing 
or two about baseball 

after all these years.
“She is very knowl-

edgeable about the 
game,” he said. “And she 
will question me. I have 
no problem with people 
questioning me. I hope 
I’m going to be right, but 
you may be wrong. It’s 
the nature of the game.”

Their daughter, Kari 
Griesbaum Mannino, 
said her mom and dad 
have set the bar as a cou-
ple for her and her hus-
band, Phil Mannino, and 
as grandparents to their 
three kids, Cameron (8), 
Easton (5) and Brynn (3). 

Cameron and Easton 
play Little League with 
Woods-Shores, while 
Brynn carries the special 
t i t le of  being the 
Griesbaum clan’s only 
granddaughter in a sea 
of grandsons. 

“Papa and Gram” are 
active grandparents to 
all of their six grandchil-
dren, regularly attending 
their numerous school 
and athletic activities, 
Mannino said. She added 
that among Papa’s favor-
ite activities is playing 
intense floor hockey 
games with her two boys 
— that is when he’s not 
busy coloring, playing 
Play-Doh or princess 
with her daughter.

“When I walk in (to a 
fl oor hockey game) the 
score is almost always 
10-9, with my boys up. 
My dad lets them win, 
but he’s too competitive 
to lose by too much,” she 
said with a laugh.

With her boys now 
Little League age, having 
her dad there to watch 
the games and also hav-
ing her boys help in the 
South dugout is not 
something she takes for 
granted.

“Watching my brother 
as a batboy and now see-
ing my kids there and 
seeing it all come full cir-
cle in the next generation 
is special,” she said. “We 
are kind of in that sweet 
spot. … The boys are just 
as invested in the games 
now.” 

Mannino herself also is 
carrying the torch in the 
next generation with 
another family tradition 
— teaching. On staff in 
Grosse Pointe the past 15 
years, Mannino was the 
longtime magnet teacher 
at Defer Elementary 
School and currently is a 
reading interventionist at 
Parcells Middle School, 
her alma mater.

She said her parents 
infl uenced her drive as 
she went on to earn a 

master’s degree from 
Oakland University after 
graduating from MSU 
with a bachelor’s degree 
in elementary education.

Her dad said he 
admires his daughter’s 
decision to teach. 

“I am very proud of the 
teacher she has become, 
as well as the great wife 
and mother she is,” 
Griesbaum said.

Mannino said she 
became aware of her 
dad’s impact on students 
only as she got older.

“When I  was at 
Michigan State, former 
students of his would 
come up to me and say, ‘I 
quit smoking because of 
your dad, because I know 
how bad it is for me,’” 
she said. “My dad dealt 
with some heavy-duty 
situations like suicide 
prevention, addiction 
issues and eating disor-
ders and helped kids 
through them. 

“... My dad believes 
your health impacts your 
life and he teaches kids 
how to be healthy and do 
things the right way,” she 
said of her dad, who does 
not drink alcohol and 
rarely eats red meat.

Mannino said her mom 

PHOTO COURTESY OF DAN GRIESBAUM JR.

South head coach Dan Griesbaum Sr. gets a few 
minutes on the fi eld May 27 with South class of 2013 
baseball alum Carmen Benedetti. Benedetti went on 
to play for the University of Michigan from 2014-
2017, and was selected in the 12th round in 2016 by 
the Houston Astros in Major League Baseball’s 
First-Year Player Draft. 

‘And so, his legacy will be one not 
merely of baseball achievements, but 
of lives touched, guided and enriched.’

See GRIESBAUM, page 14D

GRIESBAUM:
Continued from page 12D
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and dad both work out 
r e g u l a r l y  a t  t h e 
Neighborhood Club and 
take evening walks along 
Lakeshore. It’s just 
another example of how 
her dad exemplifi es the 
message of good health 
and fi tness to the athletes 
he coaches. 

Mentors
The head coach 

remains a student of the 
game and still attends 
conferences around the 
country, representing 
various baseball organi-
zations, including the 
Michigan High School 
B a s e b a l l  C o a c h e s 
Association and the 
American Basebal l 
Coaches Association.

“I have never not been 
to a coaches’ camp in 40 
years,” he said. “You 

learn from people that 
know more than you do.”

He considers many 
people he has learned 
from over the years as 
mentors,  including 
North’s Sumbera and 
his CMU’s Keilitz, with 
whom he still stays in 
touch, along with for-
mer South football 
coach Russ Hepner.

“I have learned some-
thing from everyone I 
have been with,” he said. 

A few of his other 
mentors have since 
passed, including his 
predecessor, Jon Rice, 
as well as Detroit Tigers 
1984 World Series win-
ner Dave Bergman, who 
was instrumental in 
developing Grosse 
Pointe’s Redbirds travel 
baseball program.

One of his biggest 
mentors was Paulette’s 
older brother, Gary 
Vitto, who passed away 
in 2001 at age 59, only 

s ix  months  a f ter 
Griesbaum’s fi rst state 
championship. Vitto 
was Little Caesars 
founder Mike Ilitch’s 
right-hand man for the 
Detroit Tigers, primarily 
on the business side.

“He won several 
championships of his 
own as manager of the 
Detroit Caesars pro soft-
ball teams back in the 
’70s, and was the GM of 
the very successful 
Detroit Drive arena foot-
ball teams,” he said. 

“He had more knowl-
edge in his little fi nger 
than most could ever 
hope to have.”

The more things 
change…

While Griesbaum is not 
retiring, hitting the 
40-year coaching mile-
stone has given him the 
opportunity to refl ect on 
what has changed over 
the years — and more 

importantly what has 
not.

Some administrative 
areas that have changed 
include the need for fun-
draising. As athletic 
department budgets get 
smaller, the need for 
financial support has 
increased.

Years ago, Griesbaum 
had the foresight to for-
malize a board of volun-
teers, coined the Dugout 
Club, which is responsi-
ble for fundraising duties 
and other logistics that 
go into keeping the base-
ball program fi nancially 
solid and well organized. 

“I have had great 
Dugout Clubs that have 
helped me and supported 
our program,” he said. 
“Tony Braun was one of 
our founding guys. We 
started running camps 
and really formalized 
things and it’s just grown 
tremendously.” 

Of particular note this 
year was the installation 
of a new scoreboard, 
completely funded by 
more than $50,000 raised 
through team fundraisers 
and private donations.

Another area of change 
he sees is how today’s 
athletes are pressured to 
“specialize” in singular 
sports. Though he admits 
baseball is “a tough sport 
to get good at,” special-
izing is something he 
does not encourage his 
players to do. 

“I believe so much in 
that development (from 
other sports),” he said. “I 
believe in the carryover, 
whether it’s from tennis, 
football, hockey or bas-
ketball. You can’t mini-
mize the benefit of 
playing other sports. 

“On (baseball’s) all-
state list, 90 percent of 
athletes who make it have 
been two-sport athletes.”

The more things 
stay the same

What has not changed 
much, according to 
Griesbaum, are the kids.

“People think kids 
have changed and they 
ask me if they are as still 
as focused, hard working 
and team players,” he 
said, “but I really can’t 
say kids have changed all 
that much. People say 
they are more enti-
tled, but I have not 
experienced that.”

Griesbaum said 
though he doesn’t 
get as charged up 
about bad calls, 
or balls and 
strikes as he 
once used 
t o ,  h e 
remains as 
committed 
as ever to 
reacting and 
r e s p o n d i n g 
appropriately to 
adversity, because 
he knows his play-
ers are watching.

“It’s not what you say, 
it’s how you say it,” he 
said. “Bad language, 
shouting, etc., isn’t really 
effective. I treat those 
players the way you 
would want your son 
treated by a coach.”

Another constant is his 
taste in music, which can 
be heard playing in 
between innings during 
home games. He admits 
he’s “not much of a fan” 
of the current music 
scene and instead sticks 
to classic rock and coun-
try for the team’s playl-
ist. Think Journey, 
Boston and John Denver, 
whose song “Country 
Roads” became the 2018 
team’s theme song 
throughout its state 
championship run. Fans 
also are treated after 
every home game victory 
to Alabama’s rendition of 
“Song of the South,” 
blaring through the press 
box speakers.

His son said he agrees 
with his dad’s musical 
selection.

“Despite being a gen-
eration younger than my 
dad, if you go to any ball-
park around the country, 
it sounds like it does at 
South,” he said, noting 
he and his dad rode to 
school every day together 
listening to music from 
g r o u p s  l i k e  t h e 
Barenaked Ladies and 
the Dave Mathews band.

“I like ’60s and ’70s 
rock, country and a lot of 
s o u t h e r n  g o s p e l , ” 
Griesbaum Sr. said, mak-
ing particular mention of 
the Gaither Vocal Band. 
“... XM is always on in 
my car. It’s always on the 
Blend, the Bridge and 
Enlighten.” 

Another thing that has 
remained relatively 
unchanged since he 
started coaching is 
Griesbaum’s iconic mus-
tache. It has only been 
shaved three times in rela-

tion to baseball. The fi rst 
was in 1994, then in 2001, 
and again in 2005, when 
that year’s underdog team 
made the fi nal four.

“I had to shave it once 
as a bet I had in 1994, 
when Danny’s Babe Ruth 
team won the state cham-
pionship,” he admitted. 

Always a man of his 
word, yes, but not every-
one was a fan of the move 
to shave it.

“Kari burst into tears,” 
he said of his daughter’s 
reaction.

Above all, what has 
stayed the same is 
Griesbaum’s belief in his 
role as a teacher and 
coach.

“It’s not about you; it’s 
about those kids,” he 
said. “Your job is not just 
to teach baseball, but the 
life skills through base-
ball that they need to 
learn. It’s about the stu-
dents and caring about 
people. If you put kids 
fi rst, and parents know 
that, that can have a 
powerful impact.”

Sumbera, who also 
taught in Grosse Pointe 
for 49 years in addition 
to coaching, said he is 
hopeful the community 
understands the treasure 
they have in Griesbaum.

“He’s an outstanding 
man, has a great family 
and is so family-ori-
ented,” he said. “That’s 
how he runs his team 
and always has.” 

For Griesbaum, he 
brought it all back to his 
source — his faith — and 
a spirit of gratitude for 
family, friends and com-
munity.

“I want to tell everyone 
how thankful I am to 
have been able to coach 
in this district for over 40 
years,” he said. “I have 
been so blessed to drive 
down Lakeshore Drive 
for 12 minutes to work 
every day. It’s been such 
a pleasure. The parents 
have given me such
phenomenal kids to work 
with. 

“Anything the program 
achieved is truly a com-
munity accomplishment. 
… What the program has 
evolved into, I thank God 
for. He has shown me the 
right way to do things.”

South’s 2002 team race to celebrate at the plate after beating North for the district title, thanks to a Taylor 
Morawski single to drive in Chris Getz.

PHOTO COURTESY OF GROSSE POINTE SOUTH BASEBALL

Dan Griesbaum Sr. fl ashes his 1980 state champion-
ship ring he won at North and his 2018 state champi-
onship ring at South’s annual team banquet. 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF GROSSE POINTE SOUTH BASEBALL

Griesbaum and his wife, Paulette, embrace after 
South’s 2023 district win over Grosse Pointe North 
this June.

PHOTO COURTESY OF DAN GRIESBAUM JR.

Teammates swarm the fi eld in 2001 after beating Grand Ledge for the pro-
gram’s fi rst state title. 

GRIESBAUM:
Continued from page 13D

PHOTO COURTESY OF DAN GRIESBAUM JR.

The gang’s all here! The Griesbaum family gathers during their annual family 
vacation in Bay Harbor. From left to right, back row are Phil Mannino, Dan 
Griesbaum Sr., Beckham Griesbaum and Dan Griesbaum Jr., middle row, 
Brynn Mannino, Kari Griesbaum Mannino, Paulette Griesbaum, and Jessica 
Griesbaum, and front row, Easton Mannino, Cameron Mannino, Blake 
Griesbaum and Dan Griesbaum III. 
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PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

Above, Dan Griesbaum addresses his 2023 team before senior day this spring. 
Right, assistant coach Matt Reno holds baseballs signed by the 2023 Blue Devils 
to be given to head coach Dan Griesbaum Sr. and program donors Peter Mogk 
and Gary Spicer during the team’s fi eld and scoreboard dedication May 20.

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Not one to wear his emotions on his sleeve, Dan Griesbaum Sr. runs to hug 2023 co-MVP Cliff Grabowski after South beat North 3-2 for the district title.

Coach is just one title…Teacher, Mentor, Role 

Model, Husband, Leader, Volunteer, Father, 

Grandfather, Philanthropist, Friend and so 

much more.

Your commitment and passion to develop 

student-athletes beyond the baseball field is 

unmatched. 

No coach has ever done it better. Here’s to 

many more years in the dugout!

The Grosse Pointe South Dugout Club

Coach Dan Griesbaum

Dan Griesbaum

072023
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