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26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com $$1,9951,995 Down$$1,9951,995**

per month,
24 months

No Appointments Necessary for Oil Changes

Like us on 
Facebook

$$259 259 **$$259 259 **

011824

*24month lease.10,000 miles per year, plus tax, title, plate.
See Salesperson for details. Expires 1/31/24.

Purchase a 2024 for
$24,399 Stock #CWZPPX

2024 Buick2024 Buick
Envista PreferredEnvista Preferred

26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com
$289

*

per mo. 24 Months
No Appointments Necessary for Oil ChangesLike us on 

Facebook

011824

*Pricing is priced on 24 month lease. 10,000 miles per year, plus tax, title, plate.
 See Salesperson for details. Expires 1/31/24.

$1,995*

Down
Purchase a 2024 for

$33,979 Stock #541203

2024 Chevy Blazer LT2024 Chevy Blazer LT

26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com $0Down

per month, 24 months

No Appointments Necessary for Oil Changes

Like us on 
Facebook

*Pricing is based on 24 month lease. 10,000 miles per year, plus tax, title, plate.
  See Salesperson for details. Expires 1/31/24

$$199 199 **$$199 199 **

Purchase for
$35,429 Stock #G540289

011824

2024 SIERRA2024 SIERRA
1500 DBL PRO1500 DBL PRO

Rain  
to sleet  
to snow  
to brrrrr...
A fender bender occurred just 
outside the Grosse Pointe News 
office at Kercheval and Notre 
Dame around 4 p.m. Friday, Jan. 
12, as road conditions turned 
treacherous. While rain cut down 
snow totals in some areas, metro 
Detroit accumulations from the 
Jan. 12-13 storm were greatest in 
Oakland County and increasingly 
lower to the east and by the 
shoreline. The freezing tempera-
tures also closed schools Tuesday 
and Wednesday. Find more storm 
photos on page 2A.

GROSSE POINTE 
PARK — The city’s legal 
counselors emerged 
from an account review 
session in the same 
place they entered — as 
the city’s legal counsel-
ors.

Attorneys with The 
Kelly Firm, which the 
Park first retained 15 
months ago but placed 
in limbo during the holi-
days while considering 
its proposed $20,000 
rate hike, passed muster 
upon lowering the 
increase by $5,000.

“It’s a real value we’re 
getting,” Mayor Michele 
Hodges said.

The firm received a 
one-year, $115,000 flat-
rate contract extension 
for legal services regard-
ing normal operations 
of the municipal admin-
istration, city council, 
planning commission 

City atty 
cuts hike
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

THE GROSSE POINTES 
— Sean Cotton is the new 
president of the Grosse 
Pointe Public School 
System Board of 
Education after Ahmed 
Ismail chose not to contin-
ue in the role, citing per-
sonal reasons.

“I appreciate those of 
you who have reached 
out to me and want me to 
continue as president,” 
Ismail said. “We’re deal-
ing with some family 
medical issues right now 
that will take about three 
to six months to get 
through and I don’t feel I 
have the capacity to do 
that right now. It’s a good 

10 hours a week job.”
A new slate of officers 

was selected at the 
board’s first meeting of 
the year Tuesday, Jan. 9. 
Ismail, who has been 
involved off and on with 
the board for 20 years, 
was elected president in 

January 2023.
“We’re very fortunate 

to have someone I think 
can step into that role and 
do an awesome job of it,” 
Ismail said in nominating 
Cotton for president.

The motion was sec-
onded by Ginny Jeup 
and, surprisingly, was 
approved unanimously 
6-0. Lisa Papas was 
absent due to health rea-
sons. The vote was met 
with applause from the 
audience as Ismail 
handed the gavel to 
Cotton, saying, “Here you 
go, Mr. President.”

“I’m not who I hoped to 
have as president but I 
understand and I’m hon-

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

Cotton new BoE president

Wire 
fire
Sam Pietrowsky took 
this photo at the corner 
of Hollywood and 
Morningside in Grosse 
Pointe Woods of a power 
line that fell and caught 
fire during the rain/
snow/lightning storm the 
evening of Friday, Jan. 
12.

COURTESY PHOTO

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— A deadline looms for re-
viving a spring edition of 
the city newsletter.

Publication is intended 
to overcome resident 
complaints about poor 
communication from city 
hall.

Unless a commitment 
to the project is made 
soon, there won’t be time 
to plan, produce and dis-
tribute a suitably compre-
hensive print version until 
fall.

The city council this 
month tabled until its 
February meeting a rec-
ommendation by the city 
manager to retain a com-
munications firm that pro-
duces print and online 
municipal newsletters.

The company’s civic cli-
ent list includes but isn’t 
limited to Harper Woods, 
Mount Clemens and 
Center Line Public 
Schools. Work extends to 
noted local organizations 
such as the Grosse Pointe 
Board of Realtors and 
Grosse Pointe Chamber 
of Commerce, plus pri-
vate sector outfits, includ-
ing Oakland Mall and 
about a dozen other real 
estate groups.

A cost-cutting aspect 
for clients is sharing rev-
enue from advertisements 
the publisher drums up 
and rounds out for each 
edition.

“Most municipalities 
don’t have revenue shar-
ing with advertising,” 
Scott Chambers, owner of 
Drive Creative Services, 
told the council Jan. 8.

“One of the unique 
options of Drive is reve-
nue sharing with the 
municipality of 40 percent 
of their advertising sales,” 
City Manager Nick 
Sizeland wrote in a memo 
to council.

Based on Drive’s suc-
cess with other municipal 
clients, Sizeland recom-
mended retaining the 
agency to produce two 
16-page print and online 
editions annually, sum-
mer and fall-winter, at an 
initial cost of $22,500.

“After revenue share of 
40 percent due to adver-
tisements, the total cost 
estimate could be roughly 
$13,500,” Sizeland said. 
“This number most likely 
would decrease due to 
amounts of advertise-
ments.”

He foresees expanding 
publication to quarterly.

The arrangement works 
for Drive and its clients, 
according to Chambers, 
who served as publisher 
of the Grosse Pointe News 
during the ownership of 
Robert Liggett.

“As of October 2018, 
Drive began producing 
the Harper Woods news-
letter, ‘The Insider,’” he 
said. “We develop adver-

Eyeing new 
‘Communicator’
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Wicked weatherWicked weather

Sean Cotton

See EYES, page 3A

See HIKE, page 2A

See COTTON, page 9A
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Home: Grosse Pointe Park
Former Blue Devil plays key role 
in Michigan’s national title win
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and municipal court.
The breakdown of ser-

vices is $90,000 for gen-

eral city business and 
$25,000 for the court, 
including prosecution. 
Terms are retroactive to 
November.

“Litigation or special 
a s s i g n m e n t s  a r e 

excluded from general 
legal services and will 
be billed at the firm’s 
discounted rates of $150 
to $165 per hour,” 
according to an agree-
ment the city council 
approved this month. 
“This agreement shall 
automatically renew 
unless either party pro-
vides 30 days written 
notice of intent to termi-
nate.”

Automatic renewal of 
the $115,000 flat rate 
occurs at a maximum 3 
percent ($3,450) infla-
tion increase.

Al though counci l 
members in December 

declined to renew the 
contract citing further 
negotiations, Kelly con-
tinued representing the 
jurisdiction until a deci-
sion was made.

The council assigned 
the personnel commit-
tee to reevaluate the 
pact and return this 
month with a recom-
mendation to sign on 
the bottom line or seek 
someone else.

“We met with Jim 
Kelly on Dec. 20, to 
review the contract,” 
said Councilman Marty 
McMillan, chairman of 
the committee. “We 
redrew it and you see it 
in front of you.”

“The biggest numeri-
cal change is the con-
tract is now $115,000,” 
C o u n c i l m a n  M a x 
Wiener said.

Relegating contract 
consideration to the per-
sonnel committee put 
the city’s outside legal 
counsel at  r isk of 
replacement.

Among the commit-
tee’s roles are oversee-
ing the performance of 
the city attorney, city 
manager and finance 

director.
Kelly Firm founder 

and principal Dan Kelly, 
who also is an elected 
member of the Michigan 
State University board 
of trustees, won the job 
of representing the Park 
more than a year ago 
with a municipal money-
saving annual fee of 
$100,000, according to 
City Manager Nick 
Sizeland.

In December, Kelly 
presented city offi cials a 
$20,000 increase for the 
coming two years.

“It’s not an insignifi -
cant increase in rates,” 
Wiener said at the time. 
“Infl ation’s infl ation, but 
it’s not an insignifi cant 
jump.”

C o u n c i l w o m a n 
Christine Gallagher 
chaired the personnel 
committee at the time it 
recommended retaining 
Kelly. She was the only 
member of the council 
recommending approval 
of the higher rate 
increase in December.

Hodges in December 
appointed Councilman 
McMillan as personnel 
chairman.

“My thought is to 
bring this back to the 
personnel committee 
rather than go through 
this bit by bit for another 
half hour,” McMillan 
said at the December 
council meeting.

“I have no objection,” 
Kelly said.

Kelly said his firm 
barely broke even, if at 
all, representing the 
Park last year. The job 
required more work 
than anticipated.

“We are substantially 
over (the number of 
hours representing the 
city) than we antici-
pated,” he said in 
December. “But I put 
together what I suggested 
to the council is a reason-
able increase.”

“It is a significant 
increase,” Councilman 
Tom Caulfi eld responded.

Kelly characterized 
the city as a loss-leader.

“We see a value to the 
firm in representing a 
community such as 
Grosse Pointe Park, a 
value that cannot always 
be reflected within an 
hourly rate,” he wrote to 
council in his rate pitch.

HIKE:
Continued from page 1A

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — Having been 
vacant since Jerry’s Club 
Party Store shifted next 
door in early 2020, the 
building at 383 Kercheval 
soon will have new, but 
quiet, life as a private of-
fi ce for the medical ex-
aminer of St. Clair 
County and Saginaw. 

The Farms resident 
and his wife — Daniel 

and Jody Spitz — have 
owned the building at the 
corner of Kercheval and 
Lakeview around eight 
years and in March 2020, 
received zoning board of 
appeals approval to rent 
the space out to Pointe’s 
Pantry — a meal delivery 
business providing chef-
crafted, ready-to-eat 
meals. 

Ultimately, because 
the space proved unable 
to meet its needs, 
Pointe’s Pantry never 

moved into the building, 
dispelling some resi-
dents’ concerns about 
increased traffic to the 
residential area.

Instead, it will be used 
for computer work, 
reviewing reports and 
the occasional meeting 
with an attorney.

Rather than any new 
signage, the medical 
examiner plans simply to 
etch his name into the 
door.

“Exterior, we need to 

clean up that alleyway,” 
Jody Spitz said, “and 
then interior, we’re put-
ting new fl oors in right 
now. We’re removing 
four or five layers of 
flooring — it’s actually 
incredible — and then 
we’re planning to go with 
an industrial look, so 
faux brick on some of the 
walls inside.”

The ZBA earlier this 
month approved 5-0 a 
variance to allow an 
offi ce commercial use in 

a residential zoning dis-
trict. Members Louis 
Theros and Joe Ricci 
were absent.  

Much of the approval 
had to do with the fact 
the fi rst fl oor never has 
been residential, nor are 
shower or kitchen utili-
ties currently in place. 

“The property in ques-
tion is located in the R-1 
Single Family District, 
but has not been used as 
a residence for an 
extended period of time,” 

member Lev Wood said 
as part of the motion. 
“Rather the property has 
been occupied by com-
mercial or community 
service uses for an 
extended period.

“It is significant that 
the retail party store next 
store at 381 has been in 
use in the same building 
for approximately 60 
years, established well 
before the current zon-
ing ordinance was 
enacted.”

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Private offi ce to fi ll space next to Jerry’s 

Lake St. Clair turned 
choppy and blowing 
snow made visibility low 
last Friday, as evidenced 
by this photo, taken at 
the corner of Provencal 
and Lakeshore.

White 
washed

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

Left, snow covered the trees and landscape of the short course at the Country Club of Detroit. Right, before the rain began, roadways were covered in snow, in-
cluding Grosse Pointe Boulevard. The rain came Friday evening and washed away much of the snow, leaving behind ice as temperatures dropped below zero.

105 YEARS Grosse Pointe!
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*50%
OFF

YOUR FIRST
ORDER

*when you sign up for
FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY!

SAVE TIME!
Limited Time Off er. Minimum Order of $50.00. One per customer/per household.

105 YEARS of quality and service to Grosse Pointe!

www.BELDINGCLEANERS.com
15139 Kercheval • Grosse Pointe Park • 313.822.5800

Commercial Snow and Ice Services

25305 Little Mack Ave. Saint Clair Shores, MI 48081
(586) - 343 - 8253

011824

Snow Plowing and Salting Services, 24/7
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MONDAY, JAN. 22

 ◆ City of Grosse Pointe City Council special meeting, 
7 p.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Park Planning Commission meeting, 
7 p.m.

 ◆ Rescheduled Grosse Pointe Woods City Council 
meeting, 7 p.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Committee-of-the-Whole 
meeting, 7:15 p.m.

TUESDAY, JAN. 23

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Shores Planning Commission meet-
ing, 7 p.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Planning Commission meet-
ing, 7 p.m.

SATURDAY, JAN. 27

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Winterfest, noon to 3 p.m. at 
Ghesquiere Park.

The Week Ahead

tising (and) a revenue 
share program with the 
city to help offset the cost 
of publishing. Since that 
time, we have steadily 
increased our outreach to 
begin working with the 
city of Center Line, 
Chesterfield Township, 
Mount Clemens and the 
Recreational Authority of 
Roseville and Eastpointe 
in publishing their news-
letters.”

Advertisements are 
kept separate from munic-
ipal information.

“Advertisements don’t 
clutter the news section,” 
Chambers said. “All the 
ads are in the back. 
Everything in the front 
portion (would be) strictly 
about the Park.”

Councilmembers sent 
the question to the 
Community Engagement 
Committee, the chairman 
of which, Councilman 
Brent Dreaver, was absent 
from the meeting due to 
illness.

“Some of the feedback I 
got from Councilmember 
Dreaver in advance of this 
is he does feel there’s a lot 
to flush out,” Mayor 
Michele Hodges said. 
“Perhaps there is more to 
consider and we should 
throw this to the 
Engagement Committee 
to evaluate further and 
come back with a recom-
mendation so it’s a holis-
t ic  communicat ion 
strategy.”

“I’m fine with tabling 
it,” Councilman Tom 
Caulfi eld said. “My only 

concern is if we’re going 
to commit to this and 
want to get a summer pre-
sentation out, if this 
doesn’t get approved in 
February, you’re looking 
at a fall (launch).”

“Yes,” Chambers said.
He worked in the news-

paper business more than 
20 years.

“I like to think I know 
what  I ’m doing,” 
Chambers said. “I’m 
steadfast with stuff and 
don’t mess around. I’m 
here to get a job done and 
help you.”

EYES:
Continued from page 1A

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Big things are expect-
ed of next month’s winter 
festival.

“I anticipate this being 
the most popular and 
well-attended Chilly Fest 
we’ve had to date,” said 
Chad Craig, Park recre-
ation director.

Chilly Fest is noon to 4 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 10, 
on lower Kercheval, 
between Charlevoix and 
Mack.

“We’ll have a ton of 
activities,” Craig said.

His lineup includes a 
rock-climbing wall , 
Mobile High Ropes 
Course, pony rides, a pet-
ting zoo, raffles, wood 
carving, a rubber fish 

toss and, for the first 
time, bed frame races.

“There’s something for 
all ages,” Craig said.

Headlining the festival 
is a chili cook-off at 
Cabbage Patch Saloon, 
15130 Mack, between 
M a r y l a n d  a n d 
Lakepointe.

Some events wouldn’t 
happen without busi-
nesses providing services 
and donating toward raf-
fl es.

“It’s great to partner 
with our businesses,” 
Craig said. “The chili 
cook-off is always a big 
hit. This event just con-
tinues to grow in popu-
larity and attendance.”

— Brad Lindberg

Planning for Chilly Fest

CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — Quickly ap-
proaching two decades of 
cold weather fun, the 
19th annual Winterfest at 
Neff Park takes places 1 
to 5 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 
27. 

Residents are invited to 
head down to the lake-
front for a scavenger 
hunt, carnival games, ice 
skating, ice sculpting, 
curling, broomball, fris-
bee golf and a hockey 
shootout.  

Surprise guest stars 
will stop by the pavilion 
from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. for 
family photo opportuni-
ties. 

C o m p l i m e n t a r y 
s’mores and hot choco-
late will be provided 
alongside warming fi res, 
while those craving 
something more hearty 
have the option of a $5 
catered BBQ pulled pork 
or hot dog meal. 

— Laurel Kraus

City’s Winterfest 
coming to Neff Park

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

On a frigid Sunday, Jan. 14, author Sharon Elizabeth Sexton read her book, “MLK Jr.’s Detroit Dream: 
Memoir of a Civil Rights Foot Soldier,” at Coreander’s Children’s Bookshoppe in Grosse Pointe Park. The 
autobiography details Sexton’s experience as an 8-year-old black girl going to Detroit with her parents 
and brother to hear Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., during summer 1963, when King shared the fi rst version of 
his “I Have a Dream” speech. The memoir includes, in chronological order from a child’s point of view, the 
events, triumphs and tragedies from that summer until King’s death in 1968. While reading it to visitors at 
Coreander’s, Sexton sang a few lines of “We Shall Overcome,” a popular song from the ’60s, and described 
in an animated voice what it sounded and felt like as marchers came down the street, as well as the excite-
ment the crowd felt for the event.

Book reading

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — Just in time 
for upcoming state and 
federal elections, city 
council is updating its 
sign ordinance, including 
provisions relating to po-
litical yard signs.

The move comes in 
part due to a 2015 U.S. 
Supreme Court ruling 
that said municipalities 
cannot regulate signs 
based on content.

“Ordinances have to be 
content neutral,” said 
B r i g i t t e  W o l f  o f 
McKenna, which runs 
the city’s building depart-
ment. “You can regulate 
things like sizes, colors 
and placement, but you 
can’t limit things like 
political signs or for sale 
signs.”

Before the Supreme 

Court’s unanimous rul-
ing, many municipalities 
had ordinances specifi-
cally related to how long 
a property owner could 
display political signs 
leading up to or after an 
election.

The new ordinance 
now refers simply to 
“temporary signs,” which 
can be displayed twice a 
year for up to 30 days. 
The twice yearly stipula-
tion fi ts in with election 
cycles that consist of a 
primary and general 
election.

“You don’t want to be 
too restrictive, but you 
don’t want a lot of signs, 
either,” Wolf said. “This 
is the most straightfor-
ward approach.”

The signs can be up to 
6 square feet and include 
10 message units. One 
unit is considered a word, 
an abbreviation or a 

10-digit telephone num-
ber. The 30-day window 
begins when a complaint 
is fi led and confi rmed by 
the building department.

“It could be a lot lon-
ger,” Mayor Art Bryant 
said. “Someone could 
have a political sign up 
for 30 days and then a 
neighbor complains, 
that’s when the 30 days 
actually starts.”

Councilwoman Vicki 
Granger, in offi ce since 
1997, said there have 
been a few sign ordi-
nance revisions in that 
time.

“We’ve had a couple 
overhauls in the last 25 
years, but I think this is 
the best version we’ve 
had,” she noted.

The new ordinance will 
get a first reading at 
c o u n c i l ’ s  m e e t i n g 
Monday, Jan. 22, and a 
second reading Monday, 

Feb. 5. It takes effect 10 
days later, right before 
the Feb. 27 presidential 
primary.

Most of the ordinance 
relating to commercial 
signage remains the 
same. That includes a 
prohibition on signs that 
rotate, fl ash or blink, and 
signs blocking doors, 
windows or fi re escapes.

Also prohibited are 
signs with words such as 
“stop,” “danger” or “look” 
that could mislead or 
confuse vehicle opera-
tors.

Signs also cannot con-
tain language banned by 
t h e  F e d e r a l 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
Commission that would 
be considered obscene, 
profane or indecent if 
broadcast. Any display of 
the human body that 
would constitute public 
nudity also is outlawed.

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

Woods updating sign ordinance

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Expect the prospect of 
surrealism to come from 
Sip ‘N’ Paint, a trial recre-
ation program mixing 
adult beverages with art 
instruction.

“If it goes great, we can 
look at doing another 
one,” said Stedman 
Taylor, Park recreation 
specialist. “If it’s terrible, 
we won’t ever do it 
again.”

Sip ‘N’ Paint is 7 to 8:30 
p.m. Friday, Feb. 9, at the 
Tompkins Community 
Center, Windmill Pointe 
Park.

Attendance costs $50 

and is limited to 16 peo-
ple, all of whom must be 
at least 21 years old.

“Even though the 
Tompkins Center can 
hold a lot of people, we 
thought we’d start with 
something small and see 
how it goes,” Taylor said.

Attendees must bring 
their own beverages.

Emily Finan, the 
department’s art instruc-
tor and a teacher in 
Lakeview Public Schools, 
presides.

Register for this and 
other Park programs at 
Windmi l l ’ s  Lav ins 
Activity Center or online 

at recpro.grossepointe-
park.org.

Valentine workshop
Finan also teaches the 

Valentine’s Day Art 
Workshop for children 
ages 5 to 13, from 5 to 
6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 
13, at the Tompkins 
Center.

Attendees are provided 
aprons and supplies to 
make crafts and gifts.

Magic show
Gordon The Magician 

puts on a show 2 to 3 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 21, at 
O k u l s k i  T h e a t r e , 

Windmill Pointe Park.
Tickets cost $15.
Headliner Gordon 

Russ made his profes-
sional debut in 1988, 
according to his web-
site, gordonthemagician.
com.

His performance his-
tory includes Art on the 
Pointe, the Ann Arbor 
Art Fair, Playland amuse-
ment park in Rye, NY; 
festivals in Chicago and 
at the Toledo Zoo.

“Gordon and his side-
k ick ,  George  the 
Raccoon, want to bring 
smiles, laughter and fun 
to Grosse Pointe Park,” 
according to a post on 
the Park’s Facebook 
page.

— Brad Lindberg

Shot of art with a twist

AHEE.COM   |    313 .886 .4600

A W A R D - W I N N I N G  A R T I S T R Y
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As the confetti fell 
inside NRG Stadium in 
Houston last Monday, 
Jan. 8, sophomore Will 
J o h n s o n  a n d  t h e 
University of Michigan 
Wolverines reached the 
mountaintop of college 
football. The former 
Grosse Pointe South 
Blue Devil, and son of 
f o r m e r  M i c h i g a n 
Wolverine defensive 
back Deon Johnson, 
achieved the dream he 
and his family imagined 
for so long — being a 
national champion.

“ T h o s e  a r e  t h e 
moments you dream of 
as a little kid growing 
up,” Johnson said. 
“Doing it with a group 
of guys who you really 
love like your brothers, 
it means so much seeing 
all your hard work and 
dedication pay off. It 
was our goal all year to 
be national champions.”

T h e  W o l v e r i n e s 
d e f e a t e d  t h e 
Washington Huskies 
34-13 in the champion-
ship game, with Johnson 
being named Defensive 
Player of the Game. It 
was the culmination of 
what  he  and  the 
Michigan team had 
been working toward 
for years, especially 
after the end of the 2022 
season. 

Michigan was elimi-
nated from the 2022 
College Football Playoff 

before it had the chance 
to reach the champion-
ship game, losing in the 
Fiesta Bowl to Texas 
Christian University 
51-45, in what was 
widely considered an 
upset. It was a heart-
b r e a k i n g  e n d  t o 
Johnson’s freshman 
season, but also the per-
fect motivation for him 
and his team going into 
2023. 

“We went out in a way 
where we felt like we 
lost a game for our-
selves,” Johnson said. 
“… It made us lock into 
being detailed and disci-
plined. It brought us 
together,  especially 
with everything we went 
through this season; it 
made  us  s t ronger 
throughout the year. We 
always had the main 
goal of being national 

champions, but made 
sure to always be pres-
ent in the moment and 
take everything day by 
day to reach that goal.”

The Fiesta Bowl loss 
made Michigan perhaps 
the most motivated foot-
ball team in the country 
entering the 2023 sea-
son. The reasons for 
that motivation only 
kept coming with what 
was a turbulent year for 
the Wolverines, begin-
ning with head coach 
Jim Harbaugh serving a 
three-game suspension 
imposed by the univer-
sity in the midst of an 
NCAA investigation 
r e g a r d i n g  a l l e g e d 
recruiting violations. 

Some of the biggest 
sports headlines of the 
year then surrounded 
Michigan as allegations 
of illegal “sign stealing” 
of opponent play calls 
swirled around the pro-
gram. Harbaugh was 
suspended another 
three games, including 
Big Ten matchups 
against Penn State, 
Maryland and arch rival 
Ohio State. 

The Wolverines pre-
vailed through it all, 
however, and Johnson 
sees the national cham-
pionship win as only 
proving Michigan’s 

dominance no matter 
what anyone else says.

“If you see this season 
and our team, and you 
don’t give us respect for 
how talented this team 
is and give us the credit 
and know we were the 
No. 1 team in the coun-
try and can’t see that 
from the play, then you 
just don’t really know 
football,” he said. 

“… We beat everyone 
that people said we 
couldn’t and didn’t lis-
ten to the outside noise.”

Johnson fi nished the 
2023-24 season with 
four interceptions, the 
fi nal being the biggest. 
Being named Defensive 
Player of the Game in 
the national title game 
was thanks in large part 
to an interception he 
made on the very fi rst 
play of the second half. 

T r a i l i n g  1 7 - 1 0 , 
Washington received 
the ball to begin the sec-
ond half looking to go 
on a drive to potentially 
tie the game. However, 
Johnson intercepted a 
b a l l  t h r o w n  b y 
Washington QB Michael 
Penix Jr., this season’s 
Heisman Trophy run-
ner-up, on the Huskies’ 
very first play from 
scrimmage in the third 
quarter. 

“I wouldn’t say I knew 
how much I shifted the 
momentum in  the 
moment,” Johnson said 
about the play. “I saw 
the pressure up front 
and saw him throwing it 
my way. It looked like it 
was  going out  of 
bounds, but I saw I had 
a chance to go get it and 
make a play, and I knew 
once I came down I had 
caught it. … After the 
fact, I did realize it was 
pretty big to get that 
ball back.”

Johnson’s intercep-
tion gave Michigan the 
ball, leading to a fi eld 
goal to create a 10-point 
lead. Washington never 
fully recovered, only 
scoring three more 
points in the game while 
Michigan cruised to a 
21-point victory. 

When the clock hit all 
zeros at the end of the 
fourth quarter and 
Michigan was offi cially 
the national champion, 
the celebration began — 
complete with Harbaugh 
sporting Johnson’s sig-
nature glasses, the 
“ t u r n o v e r  b u f f s . ” 
Johnson was joined on 

the fi eld by his mother, 
Kafi Kumasi; sister, 
Kayli Johnson; and dad, 
Deon Johnson. 

Being able to share 
those moments of cele-
bration with his family 
are memories Johnson 
will carry forever. It was 
especially moving for 
him to be there with his 
dad, who sported the 
maize and blue as a 
Wolverine 30 years ago.

“Getting to fi nally give 
him that hug, it was like 
a ‘we did it’ moment,” 
Johnson said. “We put 
in a lot of work and a lot 
of long hours that 
nobody saw. I really 
can’t even describe it, 
seeing how happy he 
was when he came 
down on the fi eld and 
seeing my sister and my 
mom, it was something 
I had dreamed of and 
wanted growing up.”

While Johnson, who 
hai ls  f rom Grosse 
Pointe Park, was close 
to committing to the 
Ohio State Buckeyes 
near the end of his high 
school career, it seems 
safe to say the promises 
of building a legacy 
m a d e  t o  h i m  b y 
Harbaugh and quarter-
back JJ McCarthy have 
paid off. Even with a 
national championship 
already on his resume, 
there are still big things 
Johnson sees himself 
wanting to accomplish 
in Ann Arbor. 

Johnson will play at 
least one more season 
at Michigan before 
being eligible for the 
NFL Draft. With some 
personal setbacks due 
to injury slowing him 
down early in the 2023 
season, Johnson has his 
sights on preparing 
harder in the coming 
offseason to reach his 
full potential in 2024, 
and help the Wolverines 
keep the national cham-
pionship trophy in Ann 
Arbor one more year.

“Coming off last year, 
I didn’t have much time 
to prepare for this sea-
son because I had sur-
gery,” Johnson said. “I 
worked into the season 
slowly and didn’t start 
feeling like myself until 
the last few games of 
this season. … This off-
season is going to be 
huge for me to really 
drive and hone in on my 
craft for next year and 
be the player I know I 
can be.”

By Mike Adzima
Staff Writer

‘The moments you dream of’
Former Blue Devil Johnson helps 
U-M reach college football mountaintop

Proud papa, Deon Johnson, stands with his son, 
Will Johnson, who was named Defensive Player of 
the Game after his University of Michigan 
Wolverines won the national championship last 
week.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Will Johnson, second from left, celebrates Michigan’s national championship 
game victory with his family, from left, father Deon Johnson, mother Kafi  
Kumasi and sister Kayli Johnson.
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Grosse Pointe Woods

Ticket trouble
A resident in the 1800 

block of Lancaster fi led a 
report around noon 
Tuesday, Jan. 9, after 
eight tickets to a concert 
in Huntsville, Ala., were 
charged to her credit 
card totaling $1,379.

She received the tick-
ets in the mail but is pro-
testing the charge with 
her credit union.

Bye bicycle
An electric bike worth 

$1,400 was stolen in the 
1300 block of Hollywood 
sometime overnight 
Wednesday, Jan. 10.

The green Rad Power 
bike was left unlocked 
against the side of the 
house.

License to steal
The license plate was 

stolen off a vehicle some-
time before midnight the 
evening of Sunday, Jan. 
14, while it was parked 
on Eastbrook Court near 
Yorktown.

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Woods Public Safety, 
(313) 343-2400.

Grosse Pointe Park

Credit fraud
The  even ing  o f 

Wednesday, Jan. 3, an 
unknown male entered a 
store on Mack and took 
possession of a bicycle 
and global positioning 
system totaling $4,499.99 
that had been charged 
over the phone to a credit 
card.

“Several days after the 
items were picked up, 
the store was notifi ed the 
credit card was used 
fraudulently without the 
owner’s permission,” 
police said.

Inside job
Police said they know 

who vandalized a car 

p a r k e d  o v e r n i g h t 
Wednesday, Jan. 10, in a 
municipal lot on Mack at 
Lakepointe.

The vehicle belongs to 
a 48-year-old man from 
Fife Lake, a town south-
east of Traverse City 
that used to be a stop on 
the Grand Rapids and 
Indiana Railroad, nick-
named The Fishing Line 
due to serving numerous 
fi shing spots.

“ I n v e s t i g a t i o n 
revealed the victim’s 
friend’s estranged hus-
band caused the dam-
age,” police said. “(The) 
suspect (was) cited for 
malicious destruction of 
property.”

Package stolen
An Amazon package 

containing a vintage Etsy 
gold pendant worth $317 
was stolen after delivery 
to a front porch in the 
1000 block of Yorkshire 
early Friday afternoon, 
Jan. 12.

— Brad Lindberg
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the Grosse 
Pointe Park Public Safety 
Department, (313) 822-
7400.

Grosse Pointe Shores

Triple play
Three people were 

arrested after a vehicle 
was stopped on south-
bound Lakeshore near 
Briarcliff around 11 
p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 
10. 

The driver, a 23-year-
o l d  f e m a l e  f r o m 
Roseville, and two pas-
sengers, a female, 20, 
and male, 21, of Detroit, 
are all charged with 
interfering with a public 
safety offi cer.

The driver also was 
ticketed for having an 
open bottle of wine in 
the vehicle.

Need for speed
A 22-year-old Detroit 

man was ticketed for an 
expired vehicle registra-
tion and no proof of 
insurance after police 
spotted him driving well 
below the speed limit on 
northbound Lakeshore 
near Vernier around 11 
p.m. Thursday, Jan. 11.

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Shores Public Safety, 
(313) 881-5500.

City of Grosse Pointe

Two for two 
A black man in his 40s 

stole $220 worth of alco-
hol from a business in the 
300 block of Fisher at 
12:30 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 
9.

Detectives suspect it 
was the same person 
who stole $600 worth of 
champagne from the 
business at the end of 
December. 

An investigation is 
ongoing.

Major loss
An unknown person 

hacked into a Grosse 
Pointe man’s business 
bank account and stole 
approximately $190,000 
Wednesday, Jan. 10.

An investigation is 
ongoing.

Expired
Traffi c violations led to 

a 51-year-old Southfi eld 
man being pulled over at 
Mack and University and 
cited for an expired driv-
er’s license at 3:20 p.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 10.

Suspended
A 40-year-old Center 

Line woman was pulled 
over for equipment viola-

tions at Mack and 
Cadieux at 2:40 p.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 11, before 
being cited for a sus-
pended license. 

Three strikes
After being advised not 

to trespass at Grosse 
Pointe businesses on 
three separate occasions 
Thursday, Jan. 11, a 
52-year-old Detroit man 
was arrested.

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the City of 
Grosse Pointe Public 
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Farms

Taking, 
not caring

Two months after hir-
ing a caretaker for her 
husband, a 77-year-old 
Farms woman walked 
into her kitchen in 
December and saw the 
27-year-old Detroit 
woman holding her wal-
let.

The woman, who said 
she needed gas money, 
was fired immediately, 
but the homeowner has 
since realized fi ve pieces 
of gold jewelry are miss-
ing.

DWLS
A 43-year-old Detroit 

woman was pulled over 
at Anatole and East 
Warren — the officer 
clocked an expired 
license plate tab, cracked 
windshield and illegally 

tinted windows — at 4:02 
p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 9, and 
was cited for driving 
while license suspended, 
improper plates and not 
having insurance.

On the run
After a vehicle was 

pulled over for a number 
of traffic violations at 
Mack and Ashley at 1:45 
p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 10, 
the passenger — a 
37-year-old Detroit man 
— fi rst gave the offi cer a 
false name before admit-
ting he was a parole 
absconder and there was 
a warrant for his arrest 
for criminal sexual con-
duct.

The man said he was 
“tired of being on the 
run,” and that he had 
been “running for a long 
time,” before he was 
arrested and turned over 
t o  t h e  M i c h i g a n 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Corrections. 

Felony forgery
A 56-year-old Detroit 

woman was pulled over 
for an expired license 
plate at Mack and Moross 
at 8:59 p.m. Wednesday, 

Jan. 10, before being 
arrested on a felony forg-
ery warrant out of the 
Wayne County Third 
Circuit Court. 

Narcotics
Because he ran a red 

light on Mack at 11:02 
a.m. Thursday, Jan. 11, a 
32-year-old Detroit man 
ultimately was arrested 
for possession of sus-
pected cocaine and 
schedule 2 narcotics. 

When he later was 
released on personal 
bond, the man told an 
officer he appreciated 
how fairly he was treated 
at the station and that the 
drugs actually belonged 
to his girlfriend. 

Red light
After driving through a 

red light on Mack at 7:42 
p.m. Thursday, Jan. 11, a 
36-year-old Detroit 
woman was pulled over 
and cited for driving 
while license suspended. 

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Farms Public Safety, 
(313) 885-2100.

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — “I hate to bring 
some great news to the 
community, but some-
body’s gotta do it, so once 
again, our auditors have 
given us an unmodifi ed 
opinion that the city con-
forms with all fi nancial 
requirements that we 
need to,” said Lev Wood, 
councilman and chair of 
the Farms audit and bud-
get committee, when the 
fi scal year 2022-23 audit 
was presented to council 
in December. 

For the fi scal year end-
ing June 30, 2023, the 
city’s general fund saw 
$19.4 million in revenue 
and $18.4 million in 
expenditures, with an 
ending fund balance of 
$6.6 million. 

Its unassigned fund 
balance — colloquially 
known as the rainy day 
fund — increased 
$641,000 to $5.2 million, 
or 27.8 percent, of the 
city’s expenditure bud-
get. Administrators aim 
to keep the fund between 
20 to 30 percent of the 
total budget. 

While 74 percent of the 
city’s revenue comes 

from property taxes — 
$13 million was brought 
in during the fi scal year 
— it also received $1.1 
million in federal grants 
due to the American 
Rescue Plan Act and 
reimbursement from the 
Federal  Emergency 
Management Agency for 
June 2021 flooding, as 
well as state revenue 
sharing.

“That’s increased in the 
last couple years due to 
the 2020 census,” Finance 
D i rec tor /Treasurer /
Controller Tim Rowland 
said. “We had an increase 
in population.”

In its water fund, the 
city saw its cash position 
increase by $317,000.

“We had a good year 
last year with water 
usage, upwards of about 
54.5 million units sold,” 
Rowland said, “but in the 
current year we had such 
a wet summer, our usage 
is down about 7 percent 
for this current fiscal 
year, so it’s something 
we’re keeping an eye on 
with our current water 
usage in the water fund.”

On the expenditure 
end, the city spent $6.4 
mil l ion on capital 
improvements.

The money went 

toward six public safety 
vehicles, renovation of 
the fire hall, lighting 
improvements and secu-
rity cameras at the 
department of public 
works, four lawn mow-
ers, new roofs for the 
Pier Park gatehouse and 
concession stand, the 
park’s new playscape 
and landscape improve-
ments, seawall repairs 
using a $750,000 state 
grant, a new HVAC con-
denser in city hall and a 
new phone system for 
city buildings. 

The Farms also spent 
$3 million for road 
improvements to Fisher, 
Ridge, Cloverly and part 
of Kercheval — funding 
was  prov ided  v ia 
$400,000 from the gen-
eral fund; $1.8 million 
from the road millage; 
$200,000 from capital; 
and $626,000 from Act 51 
funds — and $1.1 million 
on the Fisher water main 
replacement. 

In the 2022-23 fiscal 
year, the Farms’ pension 
system reached funding 
levels of 86 percent for 
general and 106 percent 
for public safety. Its other 
post-employment bene-

Farms audit shows 
good fi nancial standing
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

See AUDIT, page 8A

CD rates Money Market Fund

6 months (as of 1/9/24)

5.01
Minimum deposit $1,000

APY
%

12 months (as of 1/9/24)

4.75
Minimum deposit $1,000

APY
%

2 years (as of 1/9/24)

4.40
Minimum deposit $1,000

APY
%

7-day yield 
(with waivers) as of 1/8/24

Schwab Value Advantage 
Money Fund® SWVXX
$0 investment minimum

 

5.24
Minimum deposit $0

%

Competitive yields on money 
market funds and CDs available 
through Schwab could help you 

that’s always a good thing.

Call your local Schwab branch at 313-743-0433 or visit 

Kyle Hecht
Branch Leader

20879 Mack Avenue 
Grosse Pointe, MI 48236
313-743-0433

Come back after you
compare. We’ll wait.

Certificates of deposit available through Schwab CD OneSource® typically offer a fixed 
rate of return, although some offer variable rates. They are FDIC-insured and offered 
through Charles Schwab & Co., Inc.

Investors in money market funds should carefully consider information contained in the 
prospectus, or, if available, the summary prospectus, including investment objectives, 
risks, charges, and expenses. You can request a mutual fund prospectus by calling 
Schwab at 1-800-435-4000. Please read the prospectus carefully before investing.
You could lose money by investing in the Schwab Money Funds. SWVXX seeks to preserve the value of 
your investment at $1.00 per share, but cannot guarantee it will do so. SWVXX may impose a fee upon 
the sale of your shares or may temporarily suspend your ability to sell shares if the fund’s liquidity 
falls below required minimums because of market conditions or other factors. An investment in the 
Schwab Money Funds is not insured or guaranteed by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation or 
any other government agency. The Schwab Money Funds’ sponsor has no legal obligation to provide 
financial support to the Funds, and you should not expect that the sponsor will provide financial 
support to the Funds at any time.

Past performance is no guarantee of future results. For the most recent 7-day yields, see schwab.com.

The 7-Day Yield is the average income paid out over the previous seven days assuming interest income 
is not reinvested and it reflects the effect of all applicable waivers. Absent such waivers, the fund’s 
yield would have been lower.

Charles Schwab Investment Management, Inc. dba  Schwab Asset Management® the investment adviser 
for Schwab Funds, and Charles Schwab & Co., Inc. (Schwab), Member SIPC, the distributor for Schwab 
Funds, are separate but affiliated companies and subsidiaries of The Charles Schwab Corporation.

©2024 Charles Schwab & Co., Inc. All rights reserved. Member SIPC.  
CC7019834 (0124-4YUN) ADP119092R-00 (09/22) 00278560  SCH11722-28

The funds’ Investor Shares have no initial investment minimum; 
however, Schwab systems require a minimum of $1 per trade.
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FREE!FREE!
Monitored

Smoke Detector
with purchase of

security alarm and
monitoring services.
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LETTERS
The Grosse Pointe News welcomes your letters to the edi-

tor. All letters should be typed, double-spaced and signed. 

Letters longer than 250 words may be edited for length. 

All letters may be edited for content. We reserve the right 

to refuse any letter. Include daytime phone number for 

verifi cation or questions. The deadline for letters is 3 p.m. 

Monday. Letters to the editor may by emailed to editor@

grossepointenews.com.

Gratitude
To the Editor:

For many, a new year means looking 
forward, but for me it is also a time to 
refl ect on the past and remember the good 
things that happened and being grateful 
for those that helped along the way. As the 
president and CEO of Ford House, I want 
to take a moment to thank everyone who 
has supported us over the last few years. 
We have grown and transformed as an 
organization, and it has been your support 
that has made it all worthwhile. 

Our mission is to build a sustainable, 
inclusive future by connecting people to 
the Ford Family Legacy and to each other 
through history, culture and love. We are 
dedicated in preserving and sharing the 
legacy of Eleanor Ford, one that is repre-
sented in our core values of equity, philan-
thropy, love and playfulness. 

Thank you for your positive feedback 
and constructive criticism so we can bet-
ter serve. Thank you for visiting us. Thank 
you for dining and shopping with us. 
Thank you for coming to our many pro-
grams and events. And thank you for join-
ing our friendship program, now over 
6,000! I hope we have earned your trust 
and support and that you are as proud as 
I am of what Ford House has grown to 
become. 

In short, I thank you for supporting our 
community, making it better for the future 
and for being dedicated to all our cultural 
organizations. It truly is an honor to not 
only be leading Ford House, but to be part 
of this community.

MARK J. HEPPNER
President & CEO

Ford House
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F
rom the looks of the Michigan Press 
Association’s 2023-24 membership di-
rectory, approximately 170 good old-
fashioned print newspapers still can be 
readily found in cities and towns 
throughout Michigan. 

That’s good news at any time, but especially these 
last few weeks when more people than average were 
searching for print copies of newspaper coverage on 
the University of Michigan’s Rose Bowl win and 
National Championship (the latter of which can be 
found in the two most recent issues of the Grosse 
Pointe News) or the Detroit Lions playoff quest. 

In the Jan. 10 edition of the Detroit Free Press, 
reporter Amelia Benavides-Colón detailed that 170 
newspapers ranging from dailies to weeklies are still 
in existence in the state, not including online-only 
and college publications. Those 170 publications also 
currently retain membership with the Michigan 
Press Association. 

This news is a good elixir to the most recent fi nd-
ings released in the sixth edition of the “State of 
Local News” project conducted by the Medill School 
of Journalism at Northwestern University.

The rate of local newspaper closures accelerated 
to 2.5 publications a week in 2023, according to the 
Medill report. It also found that more than 130 
papers closed or merged last year and more than half 
of the country’s counties have just one or no local 
news outlets.

Rural and less affl uent counties have been espe-
cially hit hard, many of which have lost any source 
of local journalism, a phenomenon known as “news 
deserts.”

According to poynter.com, the website run by the 
Poynter Institute, a nonprofi t dedicated to support-
ing independent journalism, Medill Local News 
Initiative Director Tim Franklin said two trends are 
driving the increase in newspaper closures: 
◆ An infl ux of independently owned newspapers 

that have fi nally given up after struggling with pan-
demic-era economic stressors. 
◆ Large newspaper chains with declining revenue 

and large debt burdens are selling off or closing 
properties.

Northwestern visiting professor Penny Abernathy 
and project director Sarah Stonbely, who conducted 
this year’s State of Local News project, found that 
since 2005, the U.S. has lost nearly 2,900 newspapers 
and 43,000 journalists.

Researchers also created a “watch list” of 228 
counties in the country — affecting nearly 2 million 
people — who are at high risk of losing their last 
local news outlet. Most of the counties are predomi-
nantly located in the South and Midwest, and many 
of them have signifi cant racial minority populations, 
with an average poverty rate of 22 percent.

While print news’ outlook may sound grim, there 
is a ray of hope. The project’s researchers con-
structed a “bright spots” map that documented news-
papers that are staying afl oat fi nancially. The map 
includes 164 news startups from the last fi ve years 
and 17 additional news outlets identifi ed as having 
“promising” business models. 

Among the highlighted outlets are large daily 
papers like The Boston Globe and The Seattle Times, 
as well as newer digital outlets like Outlier Media in 
Detroit, the Block Club Chicago and Mississippi 
Today. 

Interestingly, the 17 additional outlets are privately 
held and controlled. All but one are locally owned. 

Print journalism 
alive and kicking 
in Mitten State

Grosse Pointe Farms resident Mary Card braved frigid temperatures Sunday, Jan. 14, to 
capture this photo of a freighter traveling Lake St. Clair. The thermometer that bitterly cold 
morning registered a mere 4 degrees and the freighter, she noted, traveled slowly down riv-
er against the wind. “You can’t see it,” she said, “but the waves looked to be blowing up the 
river, not down. Crazy!”

M
any of us turned our atten-
tion this week to celebrate 
the birthday of civil rights 
leader Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. The designated fed-
eral holiday provides all 

Americans the chance to refl ect on the impor-
tant change Dr. King wanted to see in our 
country, particularly regarding racial discrim-
ination within our federal and state laws.

As assistant head of school for athletics and 
ancillary programs at University Liggett 
School, I have a responsibility to uphold 
University Liggett’s commitment to a vast 

range of inclusive student opportunities, 
which stems from our respect for the dignity 
and worth of all individuals. Our athletic 
department is committed to cultivating spaces 
for this human value to be freely expressed 
in leadership, effective communication and 
shared goals that contribute to individual and 
team success.

One of the ways I have implemented this 
commitment is through the makeup of our 
coaching staff. 

As a former Division I athlete, NFL physical 

Forming a team that employs a variety 
of backgrounds, cultures and experiences

OUR VIEW

PHOTO COURTESY OF 
MARY CARDPure Grosse Pointe

G U E S T  V I E W  By Leython Williams

What does this mean to Grosse Pointers? 
Given the GP News is independently owned by 
Sean and Nancy Cotton, all signs point to the 
fact that our 84-year-old publication has the 
staying power to remain strong in today’s news-
paper industry. 

Of course, the continued support of our sub-
scribers and advertisers is essential for us to 
continue thriving. If you want to play a part in 
helping local journalism in the Pointes, we 
encourage you to head to our website at grosse-
pointenews.com/subscribe. For a complete list 
of current media organizations in Michigan, 
visit the Michigan Press Association’s 2023-2024 
Membership Directory, tinyurl.com/4mf2sppu.

See WILLIAMS, page 7A
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B
y a stroke of 
tremendous 
luck, com-
bined with 
b e i n g 
University 

of Michigan season ticket 
holders since our college 
days in Ann Arbor, my 
husband and I scored 
three coveted tickets to 
the College Football 
Playoff’s National 
Championship game in 
Houston Monday, Jan. 8, 
to watch U-M face the 
University of Washington 
for all the marbles.

With game tickets in 
hand (nosebleeds, but 
who cares?), it was on to 
finding flights, a hotel 
room and rental car. 
Check, check and check.

Only one problem 
remained — we are a fam-
ily of six, with only three 
tickets. Imagine a scene 
in our house from “Willy 
Wonka,” with four hope-
fuls vying for the Golden 
Ticket. PowerPoint pre-
sentations of “Who is the 
Most Deserving Child to 
Go to the Natty?” ensued.

Honestly, as parents we 
felt guilty that ultimately 
only one of our four kids 
could go with us, for what 
was sure to be an experi-
ence of a lifetime. But 
even if we could secure 
more game tickets, the 
trip was just an astronom-
ical amount of money for 
our whole crew to go. 
Apropos I suppose for the 

city of Houston, home to 
NASA.

Our three eldest chil-
dren, all of whom are 
young adults, generously 
acquiesced and insisted 
the youngest member of 
our family, a high school 
freshman who is perhaps 
the most invested person 
they know regarding 
Michigan football — or 
anything U-M really — be 
the one to go. My older 
kids also insisted that as 
alumni of the school, my 
husband and I couldn’t 
possibly miss this game. 

We hugged it out and 
three of us took off for 
Houston the day before 
kickoff for arguably the 
most anticipated game in 
Michigan football’s 144-
year history. 

Unless you have been 
living under a rock, or are 
in denial as a fan of cer-
tain teams to the west or 
south of Ann Arbor, you 
know U-M won the game, 
34-13, to win its first 
national championship 
since a shared title in 
1997, and its fi rst outright 
national championship in 
the decade-old CFP era.

Of course the game’s 
outcome was worth its 
weight in gold. But there 
were so many great 
moments on this trip, I 
wanted to highlight a few:
◆ Skymiles: Even 

though we voluntarily 
invested in this trip, it was 
great to offset what was 
essentially middle class 
extortion in the form of 
airfare, thanks to the 
efforts of my son and hus-
band. They won extra 
Skymiles by throwing 

touchdowns in a game 
simulation the gate agents 
set up for fans heading to 
the natty. Score!
◆ Tex Mex: I have a 

daughter who attends col-
lege in Texas, so this state 
and its cuisine are very 
familiar to me. Let me tell 
you, I have never — and I 
mean never — had as 
good of a serving (or two) 
of queso as I did in 
Houston. Heavenly. 
Haunting. I have decided 
Texans are as friendly as 
they are because they 
have a happy belly full of 
queso at all times.
◆ Players: As it turns 

out, the hotel we booked 
h a p p e n e d  t o  b e 
Michigan’s offi cial team 
hotel. Former and current 
players were around 
every corner. Although 
the massive lobby resem-
bled a beehive at all times, 
it was awesome to wel-
come the team back from 
an afternoon practice 
Sunday and to send them 
off to the National 
Championship game 
Monday. All were very 

accommodating to the 
countless requests for 
selfies and autographs. 
Shout out to Kenneth 
Grant, a 339-pound 
defensive tackle who can 
best be described as 
“country strong.” He took 
a very animated photo 
with my son and could 
not have been friendlier. 
Another shout out goes to 
defensive lineman Kris 
Jenkins, who told my son 
and a friend of his who 
also was there, “I’ll make 
sure to get The Dub for 
you guys tomorrow.”
◆ Parents/families: It 

was a pure delight to see 
the players’ parents and 
families celebrating at the 
hotel after the win. I saw 
one player’s mom relaxed 
in a chair, with her son’s 
jersey on, a set of bal-
loons in one hand and a 
new championship hat on 
her head as she sipped a 
celebratory glass of 
champagne. I smiled at 
her and said to her, 
“Earned,” knowing the 
sacrifices she and her 
family made over the 

years to get to this 
moment. “Earned” she 
said back to me, as she 
raised her glass in the air 
and we shared an imagi-
nary toast.

I also saw two local 
families with players on 
the team, including for-
mer Grosse Pointe South 
stars Joey Klunder and 
Will Johnson, the latter of 
whom just played in the 
most important game in 
his career and earned 
Defensive Player of the 
Game (see our exclusive 
story on him on page 4A). 
I couldn’t be happier for 
these two and I know I 
speak for many when I 
say thank you for provid-
ing us with unmatched 
hometown pride.

I also saw dozens of 
other familiar faces from 
GP — Pointers repre-
sented in force in 
Houston.
◆ Friends/classmates: 

One of the best parts of 
this trip was to celebrate 
the win with my niece, a 
fellow South and U-M 
alum. My husband and I 

also reunited with so 
many of our college 
friends, including my for-
mer South and U-M class-
mates Jeff and John 
Joliet, the latter of whom 
probably would love for 
me to remind/convince 
readers of all of his ath-
letic prowess on the Blue 
Devils’ baseball diamond. 
Hanging out and joking 
with old friends like the 
Joliet brothers and seeing 
classmates we haven’t 
seen in decades were def-
inite highlights of this 
whole experience. We 
caught right up with 
them, as though no time 
had passed. That’s testa-
ment to the magic of col-
lege and one of the main 
reasons we hold those 
years in Ann Arbor so 
dear.

We had to jump through 
a few hoops to get to 
Houston, but it turned out 
to be a trip of a lifetime. It 
was a powerful reminder 
of why this school means 
so much to us and to so 
many others. Hail to the 
victors, valiant.

Hail!
I  S AY  By Meg Leonard

therapist and regional director for a leading outpa-
tient orthopedic company, I understand how impor-
tant it is to be a member of a team that employs a 
variety of backgrounds, cultures and experiences. 
The benefi ts of this diversity go beyond 
the fi eld of play and contribute to well-
rounded experiences for our students 
that can enrich their lives.

We are all united in this work at 
University Liggett. Director of 
Community Engagement and 
Belonging Michelle Cureton, who 
champions a community of belonging 
through education, professional devel-
opment, progressive initiatives and so 
much more, also serves as one of our 
head coaches with our varsity dance 
team.

As a University Liggett alum and school adminis-
trator, I also take great pride and responsibility in 
the continuous upbuild of our school to make it bet-
ter for future generations. I’ve had the honor of 
expanding our team of coaches at University Liggett 
in a manner that better refl ects the diversity repre-
sented in our surrounding communities. 
Representation is vital for validation, support and 
reducing negative stereotypes of populations that 
have been historically under-represented. In doing 
so, representation also promotes understanding, 
respect and compassion through social cohesion 
amongst student-athletes and coaches.

Some of the head coaches we’ve hired from his-
torically marginalized populations over the past year 
are: Jeff Collins (tennis), Mike Matthews (basket-
ball), Kevin Glenn (football), James Scott (basket-
ball), Psauntia Andrews (softball), Renecia 
Cunningham (volleyball) and Michelle Cureton 
(dance).

In addition to these coaches, there are several oth-
ers who have been taking on the 
responsibility of inspiring and shaping 
the lives of our youth through 
University Liggett athletics for years, 
including Dytarious Edwards (base-
ball), Craig White (basketball) and 
Mike Pace (basketball), as well as 
Juwan and Micah Harper (basketball).

While representation is essential, it 
is not the end goal; it is merely one step 
toward vital progress. With athletics 
being our school’s largest and most 
outward-facing department, it has 
been quite heartening to use it as a 

vehicle to advance University Liggett’s formal effort 
to “continually and rigorously take action to create 
a space where all feel heard, valued and embraced 
by our school community.” 

Dr. Leython Williams is assistant head of school for 
athletics and ancillary programs at University Liggett 
School in Grosse Pointe Woods. He is a 2003 
University Liggett grad and played Division I football 
at Central Michigan University, after which he 
earned his doctorate in physical therapy from 
Rosalind Franklin University of Medicine and 
Science.

From left, 
Jack, Meg and 
Bill Leonard 
soak in 
Michigan foot-
ball’s national 
championship 
win.

PHOTO 
COURTESY OF 

MEG LEONARD

WILLIAMS:
Continued from page 6A

SELFRIDGE ANGB — A 
new breed of military air-
craft will fi ll the landing 
pattern over Lake St. Clair 
when a squadron of 12 
KC-46A Pegasus tankers 
touch down next year at 
Selfridge Air National 
Guard Base in Harrison 
Township.

“This decision is very 

good news for Selfridge 
Air National Guard Base 
now and for the future,” 
said Candice Miller, 
Macomb County public 
works commissioner and 
honorary commander of 
Selfridge. “Selfridge is 
perfectly positioned to 

Selfridge ANG
gets new planes

See SANG, page 8A
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fi ts, or retiree healthcare, 
is funded 67 percent for 
general and 80 percent 
for public safety. 

“The state wants you to 
be at 40 percent or above 
for the healthcare and 60 
percent or above for the 
pension, and you can see 
we’re kind of blowing 
those out of the water,” 
Rowland told council. 

“(We’re) really one of the 
few communities in the 
state that are funded at 
these levels, which, in 
general, that’s really a 
testament to the city put-
ting money where it 
needs to go.”

AUDIT:
Continued from page 5A

carry out this very impor-
tant critical mission for 
the Air National Guard. 
It’s critical because the 12 
new KC-46A refuelers to 
be placed here are vital 
for keeping fighter air-
craft fl ying and in the sky 
all over the world.”

The new, two-engine 
aircraft are military ver-
sions of the Boeing 777. 
They replace a squadron 
of KC-135T Stratotankers 
based on the four-engine 
Boeing 707.

The Grosse Pointes’ 
voice in Congress, Shri 
Thanedar, was among 

Michigan lawmakers 
signing a letter in 
December to the secre-
tary of the Air Force 
advocating KC-46As be 
stationed at Selfridge. 
Signatories also urged 
establishing a wing of 
F-35 or F-15EXs at the 
base.

“It’s time to turn our 
attention to support U.S. 
Sen. Gary Peters in his 
effort to make Selfridge a 
northern border home-
land security hub,” said 
Miller, who chaired the 
Homeland Security 
Committee when she 
served in the U.S. House. 
“If Michigan’s delegation 
is successful in that, it 
will bring more personnel 

— and possibly more air 
assets, water assets and 
certainly more research 
and development and 
intelligence capabilities 
— to Selfridge to protect 
our nation. Let’s remem-
ber the Chinese spy bal-
loon that traveled along 
the northern border, 
including Lake Huron. 
Northern border security 
is critical to our national 
security.”

Selfridge dates to 1917. 
The base is named after 
Army Lt .  Thomas 
Selfridge, the fi rst person 
killed in an airplane 
crash. He was a passen-
ger in a Wright Flyer 
piloted by Orville Wright 
in Virginia.

SANG:
Continued from page 7A

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— The “Animal Farm” 
maxim, “Four legs good, 
two legs bad,” doesn’t ap-
ply to Dr. Lawrence 
Herzog, hometown veter-
inarian.

Park Mayor Michele 
H o d g e s  d e s c r i b e d 
Herzog as “the person 
who makes our four-
legged friends stay 
healthy.”

He’s practiced in the 
city since the mid-1970s.

For 41 years of his 
nearly half-century 
career, Herzog worked 
as the Park’s city veteri-
narian. Duties ranged 
from harboring stray ani-
mals, mending injured 
ones and helping police 
corral or eliminate dan-
gerous ones.

“He’s worked hand-in-

hand with public safety 
my entire time here,” 
said Chief Jim Bostock, 
hired in 2003.

“It’s been a pleasure to 
work in Grosse Pointe 
Park,” Herzog said. “I’m 
proud that my kids got to 
grow up around all of the 
good officers. I’m very 
impressed by their pro-
fessionalism and what 
they do to increase the 
overall quality of life in 
Grosse Pointe Park.”

He remains in practice 
at the Grosse Pointe 
Animal  Cl in ic  on 
Kercheval, but discontin-
ued work as the city’s vet.

“For the record, I’m not 
retiring,” Herzog said.

On Monday, Jan. 8, the 
city council unanimously 
honored him with a reso-
lution.

“Dr. Herzog and the 
work done at the Grosse 
Pointe Animal Clinic has 

had a positive and ever-
lasting impact on the 
quality of life for pets and 
pet owners for decades,” 
reads part of the resolu-
tion.

“Thinking of you, Dr. 
Herzog, ‘honor’ came to 
mind,” Hodges said. “It 
perfectly aligns with you. 
It’s a person of superior 
standing, one whose 
work brings respect and 
is respected and has 
much public esteem.”

“You’ve been a tremen-
dous asset to the commu-
nity, a good friend and 
very generous with your 
time,” Councilman Marty 
McMillan told Herzog.

Bostock suggested the 
resolution.

“He’s more than worth 
the recognition and a 
thank you for all that he’s 
done for us in the com-
munity and public 
safety,” Bostock said.

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Council, police honor 
former city veterinarian

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Whether offered as 
rhetoric, repartee or rig-
marole, an unsubstantiat-
ed accusation of wrongdo-
ing against a planning 
commissioner fell fl at.

Neither did it sidetrack 
the commission’s ongoing 
work to update zoning 
codes.

The only thing the accu-
sation achieved was to put 
the city attorney front and 
center to affi rm the com-
missioner meets the com-
mission’s standards of 
ethics. Those standards 
are higher than those nor-
mally demanded of Park 
offi cials and thereby add 
to the commissioner’s 
rightful standing to serve 
on the board and rule on 
zoning matters, according 
to the attorney.

Park resident Graig 
Donnelly claimed during 

the Oct. 24 planning com-
mission meeting that 
Commissioner Jimmy 
Saros had a conflict of 
interest due to working in 
his family’s local real 
estate and property man-
agement business.

The implication that 
Saros could steer com-
mission decisions toward 
personal financial gain 
c a m e  u p  d u r i n g 
Donnelly’s opposition to 
the commission’s pro-
posed establishment of 
transition districts buffer-
ing commercial and resi-
dential neighborhoods. 
Donnelly owns his resi-
dence in one of the pro-
posed transition districts, 
he said.

Likewise, Saros’ com-
pany also owns a parcel in 
a business district that is 
likely to be rezoned for 
mixed use.

“I am part owner of a 
property management 
company and we own real 

estate as well,” Saros said 
at the commission’s Nov. 
8 meeting. “We sell prop-
erty regardless of what 
the zoning is.”

Donnelly didn’t attend 
the meeting. He was in 
downtown Detroit oppos-
ing construction of the 
Schaap Center for the 
Performing Arts one 
block from city hall.

“I don’t think this pres-
ents a confl ict of interest,” 
said Park Assistant City 
A t t o r n e y  M o r g a n 
McAtamney of The Kelly 
Firm.

The issue has been liti-
gated in Michigan “time 
and time and time again,” 
she said. “This situation is 
not considered a confl ict 
of interest and has not 
been considered a confl ict 
of interest by the courts of 
this state.”

Among facts in Saros’ 
favor is the zoning code’s 
citywide application.

“I have absolutely no 
concern in saying that this 
particular issue of voting 
on a whole-cloth zoning 

ordinance amendment is 
not a confl ict of interest,” 
McAtamney said.

“Further,” Saros said, “I 
don’t know if (proposed 
new zoning) will lead to 
increased value of any 
given parcel. It would be 
one thing if we were bro-
kering a transaction or 
developing a parcel that 
was conditional on new 
zoning going through.”

McAtamney said com-
mission bylaws exceed 
the city’s ethics ordinance 
regarding conflicts of 
interests.

“Language in the ethics 
ordinance only considers 
a conflict of interest if 
there is a direct fi nancial 
interest, whereas lan-
guage in the planning 
commission bylaws spe-
cifically contemplate 
there will be a direct or 
indirect financial inter-
est,” she said.

In a written report to the 
commission, she said, 

“This situation appears to 
be more of what is collo-
quially referred to as a 
‘conflict of loyalty’ or 
‘confl ict of duty.’ In other 
words, Mr. Saros does 
have both his obligation to 
his business interest and 
to his duties as a planning 
commission member.”

To support her fi nding, 
she referred to the state 
Planning Enabling Act.

“The Act specifically 
contemplates that mem-
bers of the planning com-
mission are to be 
residents of the munici-
pality they serve,” she 
wrote. “This means that 
members are intended to 
have a fi nancial and per-
sonal interest in the com-
munity they serve and 
that these zoning ordi-
nance amendments will 
present confl icts of loy-
alty for all commission 
members in one sense or 
another.”

“I have zero concerns 

about a confl ict of inter-
est with Commissioner 
Saros,” Commission Vice 
Chairman Michae l 
Vethacke said. “Part of 
the bylaws (state) the 
(city) council should be 
appointing people (to the 
commission) who are 
knowledgeable of and 
representative of various 
segments of the commu-
nity. Property owners are 
a valuable segment of the 
community.”

On top of all that, the 
commission is an advisory 
body. It lacks fi nal say in 
anything.

“The planning commis-
sion is only a recommend-
ing body,” McAtamney 
said. “(The city council) 
doesn’t have to give any 
weight to decisions of the 
planning commission.”

“If we say ‘no,’ they can 
still say ‘yes’ and vice 
versa,” said Planning 
Chairman Patrick Coletta, 
an attorney.

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

A swing and a miss

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Car thefts in 2023 were 
at least twice the number 
from the year before.

Around 80 cars were sto-
len in the Park during 
2023, according to Chief 
Jim Bostock. The total is 
more than twice the total 

from 2022, he said.
He said totals haven’t 

been this high for about 10 
years.

Many thefts were of Kia 
products, some models of 
which lack anti-theft 
immobilizers, which pre-
vent a vehicle from start-
ing when someone 
attempts to use a key or 
key fob that doesn’t match 

the car.
“The swath of Kia thefts 

taking over the country 
make up a substantial 
amount of that number,” 
Mayor Michele Hodges 
said.

“Along with coordina-
tion from mutual aid 
departments, we’ve made 
several arrests over the 
past couple of weeks and 
identified a number of 
additional suspects, which 
has, in turn, allowed us to 

gain more search and 
arrest warrants,” Bostock 
said last month.

Bostock said the depart-
ment has around two 
dozen theft-prevention 
devices available to give 
free to residents. Kia pro-
vided them last summer 
for Kia owners, but 
Bostock said the remain-
ing inventory is now avail-
able to owners of all makes 
and models.

Despite increased thefts, 

he doesn’t envision any-
one resurrecting a multi-
agency car theft task force. 
About eight or nine offi -
cers assigned to the task 
force worked for agencies 
in the Park, Detroit, Wayne 
County and Highland 
Park.

“When it started, there 
were a lot of arrests made,” 
he said. “The reason it was 
disbanded is, over time, we 
were basically a recovery 
unit doing work for insur-

ance companies. We were 
recovering shells of cars 
and not making arrests.”

He solicited residents to 
report suspicious activity.

“Even if it’s just for us to 
check it out and put their 
mind at ease that every-
thing’s OK,” Bostock said. 
“In many cases, we’re able 
to get good leads from 
video cameras on the side 
of residents’ homes. We’ll 
compile that information 
and build upon it.”

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Car thefts double

GROSSE POINTE WOODS — A 
Grosse Pointe Woods woman will spend 
fi ve to 15 years in prison after pleading 
no contest to a charge of operating a ve-
hicle under the infl uence causing death.

Brooke Lynn-Denise Charles 
received the sentence Friday, Jan. 12, 
in Wayne County Circuit Court. 
Pleading no contest means Charles 
accepted the sentence without admit-
ting guilt.

Charles was accused of striking 

Connor McMahon the evening of June 
13, 2023, while he was changing a fl at 
tire on his vehicle on eastbound I-94 
near the Vernier exit.

She then left the scene and was 
arrested by Harper Woods police. 
Charges of failure to stop at the scene 
of a serious personal injury accident 
and resisting arrest were dropped. 

McMahon was a teacher at Fraser 
High School, from which he graduated.

—Ted O’Neil

Woods woman sentenced in fatal crash

Brushing up 
on recycling
Grosse Pointe Sunrise Rotary President 
Sherrie Jones welcomed Dan Venet and 
J.P. Bauer of Priority Waste to the club’s 
Jan. 9 meeting at Ford House. Venet and 
Bauer shared little-known recycling and 
waste collection information with the 
group, as well as the high-tech approach 
Priority Waste uses on a daily basis. 
Grosse Pointe Sunrise Club members ex-
tend an open invitation to residents to 
visit the club for its presentations at 7 
a.m. Tuesdays. Email dennis.rotary
1591@gmail.com for more information.PHOTO COURTESY OF BOB GRAMBO

grossepointenews.com/athlete-of-the-week

ATH ETEATHLETE
OF THEWEEK

Do you know an outstanding high school athlete? 
Nominate them for Athlete of the Week and put 

them in the running for Athlete of the Year.
All weekly winners will be invited to the end of year Athlete of the Year 

Awards Gala – with top athletes winning scholarships!
Submit online at:
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ored,” Cotton said. “I’m 
stepping into some big 
shoes.”

Cotton then nominated 
Ismail as vice president, a 
position held for the past 
year by Papas.

“That’s something I can 
do,” Ismail said. 

The motion was again 
seconded by Jeup and 
passed 5-1, with the only 
objection coming from 
Colleen Worden.

To replace Cotton as 
treasurer Ismail nomi-
nated Terry Collins.

“He’s shown over the 
past number of years, 
even before he joined us 
after being appointed, 
that he is on top of the 
fi nances of the district,” 
Ismail said. “He’s meticu-
lous in his work and I 
think he’d make a fine 
treasurer.”

Collins was appointed 

to the board last October 
to  rep lace  Dav id 
B r u m b a u g h ,  w h o 
resigned due to a work 
relocation, for a term 
expiring at the end of this 
year.

That motion passed 
4-2, with Worden and 
Valarie St. John voting 
no.

Worden then nomi-
nated St. John as secre-
tary to replace Jeup, 
noting that she takes 
extensive notes during 
meetings and often points 
out errors in minutes 
from previous meetings. 
That motion failed in a 
3-3 tie, with Cotton not 
voting and Ismail, Jeup 
and Collins voting no. 
Cotton said his abstain-
ing was technically a vote 
for St. John.

Papas  was  then 
appointed secretary, 4-2, 
with Worden and St. 
John voting no.

Another 4-2 vote — 
again with Worden and 

St. John voting no — saw 
a change in board policy 
as to how each trustee 
handles the $30 per diem 
they receive for each 
meeting.

Currently, board mem-
bers have three options:
◆ Accept the money
◆ Refuse the money, 

meaning it stays in the 
general fund
◆ Direct the money to 

some other program 
within the district

Trustees in the past 
have publicly stated their 
intention at the fi rst meet-
ing of the year. The new 
policy says they will 
make their intentions 
known to the superinten-
dent in writing by Jan. 15. 

Worden and St. John 
voted against the change, 
saying trustees should 
still make their intentions 
known publicly. Cotton 
said the new policy would 
not stop them from doing 
so.

Because such policies 

do not take immediate 
effect, board members 
still were required to 
make their intentions 
known at last week’s 
meeting.

St. John again chose 
closed captioning costs 
for televised board meet-
ings and Worden again 
named the Parcells PTO. 
Jeup, who chose special 
education last year, said 
she would defer a deci-
sion until she received a 
better accounting of how 
much money was dis-
persed and how often.

Cotton said he would 
forgo the money, mean-
ing it will stay in the gen-
eral fund and Collins 
chose the swimming and 
diving programs at 
Grosse Pointe South 

High School.
Ismail said he would 

accept the money, mean-
ing he’ll pay taxes on it, 
then donate it to Special 

Kids, a local program that 
provides therapy for chil-
dren with cognitive, phys-
ica l  or  emot ional 
impairments.

COTTON:
Continued from page 1A

THE GROSSE POINTES 
— Unlike three current 
nonprofit groups that 
raise money for the 
Grosse Pointe Public 
School System, a new 
group looks to raise the 
bar for the district.

Pointers for Academic 
Exce l lence ,  which 
recently went live with its 
website, has as a mission 
statement: “To promote 
community engagement 
and maximize opportuni-

ties for the students and 
staff of the Grosse Pointe 
Public School System to 
reach their full potential 
for individual success and 
community contribution.”

The group was founded 
by Board of Education 
President Sean Cotton 
shortly after he was 
elected in late 2022, but 
said he is not involved 
with the organization 
beyond that.

“We’re trying to create 
awareness among the 
public, especially parents, 
about the educational ini-

tiatives in the district and 
make sure we hit the tar-
gets the district has set for 
itself,” said Joseph 
Muzingo, who chairs the 
group’s board of direc-
tors. “All of us love this 
community and want to 
make ours the best-per-
forming school district in 
the state.”

The group’s website, 
pf-ae.org, lists its priori-
ties broken down by top-
ics including academics, 
arts, athletics, fiscal 
responsibility and focus 
on the future.

Each category has bul-
let points regarding what 
the organization thinks 
the district should focus 
on. The 10 board mem-
bers — also listed on the 
website — are all gradu-
ates of GPPSS or have a 
long-time association 
with the district.

“We have people rang-
ing in age from their 20s 
and 30s to their 60s, but 
they all have a strong 
foundation in the commu-
nity and know a lot of 
people,” Muzingo said. 
“They’re people who oth-

ers would feel comfort-
able reaching out to and 
finding out more about 
us.”

The website also has 
information about college 
scholarships, registering 
to vote and AP classes.

“We’re an advocacy 
group as far as policy 
goes, but we’re also a 
resource for the commu-
nity,” Muzingo added. “If 
we get to that ultimate 
goal of being the top-per-
forming district in the 
state, the entire commu-
nity will be better for it, 

whether you have kids in 
the district or not.”

As for engaging the 
board of education, 
Muzingo said the group is 
more of a “cheerleader” 
for the district.

“There may be times 
that we don’t think the 
district is being aggres-
sive enough on certain 
goals, but for the most 
part we want to support 
efforts to be the best dis-
trict in the state,” he said. 
“We wouldn’t attend 
board meetings just for 
the sake of being vocal.”

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

New group focused on academic rigor in GPPSS

Lambrequin, the stu-
dent  magaz ine  o f 
U n i v e r s i t y  L i g g e t t 
School, has been recog-
nized as a REALM First 
Class magazine by the 
National Council of 
Teachers of English. 
REALM First Class is 
the highest distinction 
offered by the NCTE 
for school literary mag-
azines. 

This year, schools in 
46 states and five coun-
tries nominated 375 
student  magazines. 
Magazines from middle 
school, high school and 
higher education were 
welcomed for the 2023 
contest. 

“I am elated that 
Lambrequin has been 
bestowed with the pres-
tigious REALM First 
Class award,”  said 
Elizabeth Wagenschutz, 
Lambrequin faculty 
advisor. “This marks a 
historic moment for 

L a m b r e q u i n  a s  i t 
secures its first-ever 
highest honor in the lit-
erary realm. I am so 
proud of our dedicated 
student contributors 
and the tireless efforts 
of our editors who have 
poured their time and 
passion into crafting 
Lambrequin into an 
extraordinary literary 
magazine.”

The REALM program 
publicly recognizes 
excellent literary maga-
zines produced by stu-
dents with the support 
o f  the i r  t eachers . 
REALM is designed to 
encourage all schools 
to develop literary mag-
azines that celebrate 
the art and craft of writ-
ing.  Schools in all 50 
states, the District of 
Columbia, U.S. territo-
r i e s ,  C a n a d a  a n d 
A m e r i c a n  s c h o o l s 
abroad are eligible to 
nominate magazines.

ULS student magazine wins 
highest honor in Art and 
Literary Magazines contest

Jake Tedesco of Grosse 
Pointe Woods was named 
to the Dean’s List at 
University of Dayton, 
where he is a sophomore. 
Tedesco is a 2022 gradu-
ate of Grosse Pointe North 
High School.

  ◆◆◆
Harry Crane of the City 

of Grosse Pointe, Maria 
Mirkazemi of Grosse 
Pointe Farms and Rachel 
Rihani of Grosse Pointe 
Park were named to the 
Dean’s List at Belmont 
University for the fall 
semester.

  ◆◆◆
Matthew Valente of 

Grosse Pointe Farms and 
Jack Michaud of Grosse 
Pointe Park were named 
to the Dean’s List at 
Marquette University for 
the fall semester. Valente 
is a journalism major. 
Michaud is an economics 
major.

  ◆◆◆
Elizabeth Seymour of 

Grosse Pointe Park was 

named to the fall 
President’s List at 
Southern New Hampshire 
University.

  ◆◆◆
Rory MacMaster of 

Grosse Pointe Woods was 
named to the fall Dean’s 
List at the University of 
Evansville, where he is 
studying marketing.

  ◆◆◆
Miles Wujek of Grosse 

Pointe Farms was named 
to the fall 2023 Dean’s List 
at Hofstra University. He 
is majoring in psychology.

  ◆◆◆

The following students 
were named to the Dean’s 
List for the fall semester at 
the  Univers i ty  of 
Wisconsin-Madison: 
Emily Ebenhoeh and 
Caroline Miller of the 
City of Grosse Pointe; 
Aaron Vyletel of Grosse 
Pointe Farms; and Emily 
Widgren of Grosse Pointe 
Shores.

  ◆◆◆
Maria Lianos of the 

City of Grosse Pointe was 
named to the Dean’s 
Honor List for the fall 
semester at the University 

of Wisconsin-Madison.
  ◆◆◆
Meg Pangborn of 

Grosse Pointe Woods, 
Charles Logan of the City 
of Grosse Pointe and 
Fletcher Klaasen of 
Grosse Pointe Farms were 
named to the fall 2023 
Dean’s List at the 
University of Kentucky.

  ◆◆◆
Audrey Leo of the City 

of Grosse Pointe earned a 
Bachelor of Science 
degree in event manage-
ment this fall from Iowa 
State University.

PRIDE OF THE POINTES
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THE GROSSE POINTES 
— Look at most any iconic 
building in Detroit or the 
metro area and you’re 
most likely looking at the 
work of Wolverine Stone 
Co.

The fourth-generation 
family-owned business 
with deep ties to the 
Pointes celebrated a cen-
tury of business in 2023.

“We’ve survived the 
Great Depression, World 
War II, the recession and 
the Detroit bankruptcy,” 
President Ron Capp said. 
“We’ve seen it all.”

The business was 
started by Benny Capp in 
1923. Early projects 
included the Detroit 
Institute of Arts and the 
Guardian, Fisher and 
Penobscot buildings.

Ben Capp Jr. and his 
brother, Stanley Capp, 
took over from their father 
in the late 1960s. Notable 
projects included the 
C h r y s l e r  W o r l d 
Headquarters, Southfi eld 
Town Center Towers and 
Renaissance Center.

Ben Capp Jr. also was 
highlighted by broadcast-
ers during the Detroit 
Lions’ playoff win Sunday, 
Jan. 14, as a season ticket 
holder for 66 years. It was 
fitting since Wolverine 
installed the large stone 
lion on the exterior of Ford 
Field.

Ron Capp, Ben Capp 
Jr.’s son, took over in 1992. 
He championed several 
restoration projects, 
including the Shinola 
Hotel, Book Tower and 
Michigan Central Station, 
as well as new projects 
such as MGM Grand 
Detroit and the McNamara 
Terminal and Westin 
Hote l  a t  De t ro i t 
Metropolitan Airport.

“We’ve been lucky that 
we’ve had family members 
who have wanted to con-
tinue the company,” Ron 
Capp said. “And we’ve had 
great employees. We take 
good care of them and 
they provide a great prod-
uct and great service.”

He said that includes the 
management team of Matt 

Bontomasi — also a 
Pointer — Brad Reidel, 

Monika Parker and Frank 
Wilczewski.

Alex Capp, Ron Capp’s 
son, is the fi rm’s project 
manager. Current work 
includes the Hudson 
Tower and Gordie Howe 
International Bridge.

“We’re excited to be 
involved with those,” Alex 
Capp said. “Every job is 
different because it’s like 
fi guring out a puzzle.”

He pointed specifi cally 
to the James R. Thompson 
Center in downtown 
Chicago, which opened in 
the mid-1980s as the State 
of Illinois Center.

“The fl oor is like an opti-
cal illusion and that was 
designed before we had 
computers,” he said. 

Alex Capp said the arc 
of the company in some 
ways mirrors the history of 
Detroit.

“Our earliest work was 
things like churches, 
banks and government 
buildings as Detroit was 
being built up,” he noted. 
“In the 1970s we diversi-
fi ed with a tile division and 
expanded into more out-
state markets.”

Some of that residential 
work has been in the 
Pointes.

“We’ve done restoration 
work on some of the large 
estates along Lakeshore 
and more modern work in 
other houses,” Alex Capp 
said. “The Grosse Pointes 
have such a great fabric of 
historic architecture.”

Alex Capp said he’s 
excited to see what the 
next 100 years might 
bring.

“The door is always 
open for more family 
members to join,” he said.

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

Wolverine Stone marks 100 years

Before and af-
ter photos of a 
staircase in 
Detroit’s 
Siren Hotel 
after 
Wolverine 
Stone’s resto-
ration efforts.

COURTESY 
PHOTOS

The fl oor in the lobby of the James R. Thompson Center in Chicago created by 
Wolverine Stone.

The Original Buscemi’s Inc. Pizza & Sub Shoppe, 15213 Kercheval, Grosse 
Pointe Park, is under new ownership and celebrated that changeover with a 
ribbon-cutting event, courtesy of the Grosse Pointe Chamber of Commerce. 
For information about Buscemi’s, which specializes in submarine sandwiches, 
homestyle pizzas, cheese bread and more, call (313) 458-8552.
Pictured from left are Chamber Membership & Events Coordinator Abigail 
Turnbull, owners Harold and Amy Conlan, Chamber President and Executive 
Director Jennifer Boettcher, Chamber Board Chairman Mark Heppner and 
Chamber Board Vice Chairman Alan Lowenthal.

Michelle and Bob Conlan, owners of Rustic Cabins Bar, 15209 Kercheval, 
Grosse Pointe Park, took part in a ribbon-cutting celebration in honor of their 
family members becoming new owners of The Original Buscemi’s Inc. Pizza & 
Sub Shoppe. Both businesses joined the chamber at the same time, so the 
Conlans rededicated their iconic bar. Rustic Cabins has been around more than 
100 years and is a staple for live music, pool, darts, pinball, foosball and more.
Pictured from left are Chamber Membership & Events Coordinator Abigail 
Turnbull, Chamber Board Vice Chairman Alan Lowenthal, owners Michelle 
and Bob Conlan, Chamber President and Executive Director Jennifer 
Boettcher and Chamber Board Chairman Mark Heppner.

Celebrating success COURTESY PHOTO

New owners COURTESY PHOTO

Brieden Consulting Group, an 
employee benefi ts agency in the City of 
Grosse Pointe, has joined Cleveland-
based Oswald Companies, one of the 
country’s largest independent insurance 
brokerage and risk management fi rms. 
Details of the transaction were not dis-
closed.

The addition of Brieden strengthens 
Oswald’s existing Michigan presence, 
which is headquartered in Bloomfi eld 
Hills. 

“We’ve been looking for a partner that 
understood how to keep the client fi rst 
and to inspire the connection between 
the employer investment and the 
employee benefits,” BCG President 
Hans Brieden said. “Oswald is the per-
fect fi t.”

Brieden brings an impressive book of 
business for employee benefi ts, while 
Oswald focuses on the four key areas of 
risk management in property and casu-
alty, employee benefi ts, life insurance 
and retirement plan services. 

“Oswald already provides a full slate 
of risk management services to our cli-
ents throughout Michigan,” said Robert 
Klonk, Oswald chairman and chief 
executive offi cer. “With the addition of 
Brieden, we are bringing to life our goal 
of investing even more in the state for 
the benefi t of our clients.”

“Through this partnership, Brieden 
and Oswald will work together to pro-
vide a world of protection around busi-
nesses, individuals and families, so they 
can rest easy and focus on what they 
enjoy most,” said Catherine Kosin, exec-
utive vice president and Michigan mar-
ket leader at Oswald. 

The Brieden Grosse Pointe location 
and the firm’s team will continue to 
serve existing clientele in their current 
building, adding another office for 
Oswald. In addition to its downtown 
Cleveland headquarters and Michigan 
presence, the 130-year-old firm has 
offi ces in Akron, Cincinnati, Columbus, 
Medina, Toledo and Pittsburgh.

Brieden Consulting Group joins Oswald Companies

experience
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Amanda McCullough’s 
porch runneth over — 
and that’s just the way 
she likes it.

The Grosse Pointe 
Woods resident is the 
founder of Love One 
Another, a nonprofi t that 
collects items to be dis-
tributed via Easter bas-
kets to local churches, 
shelters, foster homes, 
after-school programs 
and food pantries in 
metro Detroit.

Last year she collected 
enough items to fi ll 600 
baskets, which were 
delivered to 11 organiza-
tions. As her organiza-
tion continues to grow, 
she anticipates another 
bountiful season.

“I was inspired by all 
the post-Easter clear-
ance sales,” she said of 
Love One Another’s ori-
gin. Collections first 
started in 2016, but the 
nonprofi t  off ic ial ly 
formed in 2019. “I was 
trying to fi nd a way to 
make good use of that 
(Easter) stuff and com-
bat consumerism.

“… Here in Grosse 
Pointe, there’s so much 
we want to get rid of and 
our neighbors have next 
to nothing,” she added. 
“I wanted to fi nd a way 
to make that connection 
with people who don’t 
have much.”

Since its inception in 
2016, Love One Another 
has donated more than 
3,100 baskets.

McCullough begins 
collecting each January 

and by March hopes to 
have enough for another 
600 Easter baskets, 
which she and a team of 
volunteers will pack over 
two to-be-determined 
weekends — one hosted 
by her parents, the other 
a t  t h e  M i c h i g a n 
Children’s Law Center.

“It’s always been 
Easter baskets,” she said 
of the effort. “It’s a time 
of year when there’s not 
as much volunteering 
going on. We have an 
event where everyone 
helps assemble baskets. 
There’s music and kids. 
Lots of people show up 
— people I don’t even 
know who just saw it on 
Facebook and wanted to 
bring their families to 
help. I’ve gotten to know 
a lot of people in the 
community. We have a 
lot of business donors, 
too.”

The Grosse Pointe 
North High School grad 
said just as the amount 
of donations has grown 
each year, so has the 
number of organizations 
benefitting. Receiving 
this year’s baskets are 
Detroit Rescue Mission 
Ministries,  Turning 
P o i n t ,  G l e a n e r s 
Community Food Bank, 
St. Vincent and Sarah 
Fisher Center, Ruth Ellis 
Center, Wayne County 
foster care workers, La 
Sed Detroit, Detroit 
Hispanic Development 
C o r p . ,  M i c h i g a n 
Children’s Law Center 
and Stafford House.

“We’ve added organi-
zations throughout the 
years,” McCullough said. 

“Last year was the fi rst 
year for Ruth Ellis. This 
year we added more 
groups that serve chil-
dren in foster care.

“The community is a 
big part of this,” she con-
tinued, “and local busi-
nesses. We are looking 
for that — more busi-
nesses — and volun-
teers. I and my family 
are involved in the legal 
community in Detroit 
and the Grosse Pointe 
area. We get a lot of sup-
port from the legal com-
munity, from Butzel 
Long and other firms. 
And from the Wayne 
County Circuit Court 

system and juvenile 
detention center. People 
like to do it as a team-
building exercise.”

To accommodate its 
growth, McCullough 
welcomes business spon-
sors and volunteers, as 
well as more donors.

“I’m always looking for 
more people,” she said. 
“I can use volunteers, 
like the Girl Scout troops 
who fi ll up Easter eggs. I 
have 12,000 Easter eggs 
to fi ll. I need delivery vol-
unteers, too.”

She’s starting to look 
for administrative and 
planning help as well.

In addition to her 
porch, McCullough has 
received collection help 
from the community. 
Donations are being 
gathered by students at 
Brownell Middle and 
Mason Elementary 
schools, as well as at 
Full Lotus Yoga and The 
Lon Next Door Salon & 
Spa.

Typical items being 
collected include toys 
such as stuffed animals, 
LEGOs and action fig-
ures; school and art sup-
plies l ike markers, 
crayons and coloring 
books; interactive items 
like Play-Doh, sticker 
packs and puzzles; out-
door toys such as bub-
bles, jump ropes, chalk 
and reusable water bot-
tles; and essential items 

like socks and travel-
size toiletries.

“They’re separated 
into age categories,” she 
explained. “We have an 
assembly line to make 
sure it’s pretty equal. 
Everyone gets a fun gift 
with a little snack and 
socks, a toothbrush — 
things they may not 
have, but something 

they can use.”
Baskets benefi t babies 

and toddlers up to teens 
and adults. All items 
s h o u l d  b e  n e w , 
unwrapped and small in 
size.

For drop-off details, 
call McCullough at (734) 
620-2687 or email 
amanda.fresard@gmail.
com. Monetary dona-
tions also are accepted 
via PayPal and items 
may be purchased via 
the Love One Another 
Amazon Wishlist. To 
access the wishlist, 
PayPal or social media 
links, visit linktr.ee/
LoveOneAnother313

“Our mission is to pro-
vide essential items and 
a joyful holiday memory 
for underserved children 
and families in metro 
Detroit,” McCullough 
said. “These gift baskets 
are meant to serve as a 
gesture of love toward 
these members of our 
community and to plant 
seeds of hope and kind-
ness.”

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Love One Another 
kicking off 8th year of 
giving baskets to charities

Easter item 
collection 
underway

COURTESY PHOTOS

Love One Another, led by Amanda McCullough, is collecting items to fi ll 600 Easter baskets. Learn more at 
linktr.ee/LoveOneAnother313

From left, volunteer Chloe Pfeifer, Love One Another founder Amanda 
McCullough and volunteer Claudia Pfeifer stand with a truckload of Easter 
baskets, ready for distribution.

From left, volunteers Sabina Valenzuela, Sergio Rodriguez and Bilal 
Dabboussi sort and pack Easter baskets.

Love One Another Board Secretary Mickey 
McCullough with fully stocked baskets.
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Actors, singers, danc-
ers and gymnasts of all 
genders are welcome to 
audition for Grosse 
Pointe Theatre’s produc-
tion of Disney’s “Newsies 
the Musical,” which will 
be performed May 3 to 
12, at Parcells Middle 
School in Grosse Pointe 
Woods. Several roles are 
available for young and 
older characters.

“Grosse Pointe Theatre 
is one of the fi rst commu-
nity theaters in the region 
to perform ‘Newsies’ and 
we look forward to wel-
coming the diverse talent 
metro Detroit is blessed 
to have,” said Timothy 
Higgins, director and co-
choreographer of the 
show. “The wonderful 
songs, electrifying dance 
movements and compel-
ling storyline will touch 
every heart.”  

Inspired by the news-
paper strike of 1899, in 
N e w  Y o r k  C i t y , 

“Newsies” is the musi-
cally packed tale of Jack 
Kelly, a charismatic 
newsboy who led a group 
of teenage newsies to 
take on powerful pub-
lishing giants to fi ght for 
fair conditions. 

With the Tony Award-
winning team of Alan 
Menken, music; Jack 
Feldman, lyrics; book by 
Harvey Fierstein and 
based on the Disney fi lm 
written by Bob Tzudiker 
and  Non i  Whi te , 
“Newsies” is a powerful, 
inspiring, joyful and 
entertaining musical with 
a timeless message of 
justice and fairness for 
all. It is presented with 
special arrangement by 
M u s i c  T h e a t r e 
International.

Auditions for the 
Grosse Pointe Theatre 
production take place 6 
to 10 p.m. Friday, Feb. 9, 
and 1 to 5 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 10, with callbacks 1 

to 5 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 
11, at the GPT rehearsal 
studio, 315 Fisher, City of 
Grosse Pointe.

Interested actors, sing-
ers, dancers and gym-
nasts of all genders who 
can portray teenagers, 
young adults or adults 
and are committed to 
working together as a 
team are welcome to 
audition.

Fillable PDF applica-
tions are available at gpt.
org/auditions. Completed 
forms should be brought 
to auditions. Application 
forms also will be avail-
able at auditions. 

All audition informa-
tion, a list of teenage and 
adult roles, as well as 
music and script cuts are 
available at gpt.org/audi-
tions.

Actors should note 
schedule conflicts and 
bring a headshot, or a 
photo will be taken at 
auditions. Participants 

are encouraged to pre-
pare an accent appropri-
ate for the respective 
role(s) for which they 
wish to audition.

Rehearsals  begin 
Monday,  Feb.  12 . 
Performance dates are 
May 3 to 5, and 8 to 12.

A pre-audition dance 

workshop, which will 
teach the audition dance 
routine, takes place 
Wednesday, Feb. 7, at the 
GPT rehearsal studio. 
Registration begins at 7 
p.m.; the workshop runs 
7:30 to 10 p.m. Dancers 
should wear comfortable 
clothes and bring dance 

shoes, including tap 
shoes if available. The 
workshop is not manda-
tory, but strongly encour-
a g e d  f o r  t h o s e 
auditioning for newsies 
or other dancing roles.

For more information, 
visit gpt.org or call (313) 
881-4004.

Workshop, audition dates coming soon
Actors, singers, dancers, gymnasts wanted for ‘Newsies’

The Family Center
The Family Center and 

F a m i l i e s  A g a i n s t 
Narcotics hosts a free 
Narcan training session 
at 7 p.m. Monday, Jan. 
22, at Rustic Cabins, 
15209 Kercheval, Grosse 
Pointe Park. Narcan is a 
drug that can reverse an 
opioid overdose and save 
someone’s life. All 
attendees receive a free 
Narcan kit. For informa-
tion, email maryjo@
familycenterhelps.org.

The Family Center 

hosts its Community 
Book Club at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 23, at The 
War Memorial ,  32 
Lakeshore ,  Grosse 
Pointe Farms. The group 
will  discuss “Good 
Inside,” by Dr. Becky 
Kennedy. Dessert, coffee 
and tea will be provided. 
RSVP via email to 
maryjo@familycenter-
helps.org.

The Family Center and 
University Liggett School 
present ULS Substance 
Misuse Prevention Week 

Parent Information 
Night, from 7 to 8 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 30, at 
Liggett, 1045 Cook, 
Grosse Pointe Woods. 
Expert panelists John 
George and Leslie 
Lundahl, Ph.D., will dis-
cuss drug trends, signs 
of drug use, ways fami-
lies can talk openly about 
drug and alcohol misuse 
and available resources 
for those seeking mental 
health or addiction 
recovery or support. 
Frank Wilberding, a 
licensed social worker, 
will moderate the panel. 
For information, call 
(313) 884-4444, Ext. 303, 
or email skost-cox@uls.

org.
The Family Center 

presents QPR Suicide 
Prevention Training, 
from 7 to 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 7, at St. 
Clare of Montefalco 
Catholic Church, 1401 
Whittier, Grosse Pointe 
Park. Ages 15 and older 
are welcome. Attendees 
will learn to recognize 
suicide warning signs, 
understand ways to initi-
ate conversation and 
persuade and refer some-
one to the appropriate 
resources. Training is 
free, but registration is 
appreciated.  Emai l 
maryjo@familycenter
helps.org. 

Lions
The Grosse Pointe 

Lions Club hosts its next 
meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 18, at 
Village Grille, 16930 
Kercheval, City of Grosse 
Pointe. Guests are wel-
come.

Waterfront
The St. Clair Shores 

W a t e r f r o n t 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
Committee hosts its 
annual meeting at 5 p.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 18, at St. 
Clair Shores City Hall, 
27600 Jefferson. The 
2024 theme is “Lake Safe 
Sustainable Programs in 
Our Community.” The 
agenda includes discus-
sion of I-94 ramp and 
nautical coast cleanups, 
as well as guest speaker 
Lawrence Sobson, tree 
coordinator with the 
Department of Natural 
Resources. Call (586) 
214-2197.

Blood drives
The American Red 

Cross hosts the following 
blood drives:
◆ 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Thursday, Jan. 18, 
Ascension St. John 
Hospital, 22101 Moross, 
Detroit.
◆ 1 to 7 p.m. Monday, 

Jan. 22, Bethel Baptist 
Church, 24600 Little 
Mack, St. Clair Shores.
◆ Noon to 6 p.m. 

Wednesday, Jan. 24, 
Grosse Pointe Memorial 
Church, 16 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.
◆ 6:30 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. 

Thursday, Jan. 25, 
Cornerstone Baptist 
Church, 17017 12 Mile, 
Roseville.
◆ 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Sunday, Jan. 28, St. Joan 
of Arc Catholic Church, 
21620 Greater Mack, St. 
Clair Shores.

Register at redcross
blood.org.

Library
The Grosse Pointe 

Public Library hosts a 
variety of programs. To 
register for the following, 
visit grossepointelibrary.
org.
◆ Saturday Drop-in 

Storytime, 10:30 to 11 
a.m. Saturday, Jan. 20, at 
Central, 10 Kercheval, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.
◆ Reader Dog, 11 a.m. 

to noon Saturday, Jan. 
20, at Woods, 20680 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods.
◆ We Create with 

Procreate!, 10 to 11 a.m. 
Monday, Jan. 22, at 
E w a l d ,  1 5 1 7 5  E . 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.
◆ 4th Monday Book 

Discussion, 1:30 to 2:30 
p.m. Monday, Jan. 22, at 
E w a l d ,  1 5 1 7 5  E . 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.
◆ In Cold Mug Book 

Discussion, 7 to 9 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 23, at 
Bogartz Food & Spirits, 
17441 Mack, Grosse 
Pointe Park.
◆  Mystery Book 

Discussion, 7 to 8 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 23, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.
◆ Baby Time, 9:30 to 

10 a.m. Wednesday, Jan. 
24, at Woods, 20680 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods.
◆ Storytime, 10:30 to 

11 a.m. Wednesday, Jan. 
24, at Woods, 20680 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods.
◆  Appy Hour — 

Inspire, 3 to 4:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 24, at 
E w a l d ,  1 5 1 7 5  E . 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.
◆ 1,000 Hours Wolf 

M o o n  W i n t e r 
Celebration, 4:30 to 5:30 
p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 24, 
at Ewald, 15175 E. 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.
◆ Baby Time with Miss 

Jane, 9:30 to 10 a.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 25, at 
Central, 10 Kercheval, 
Grosse Pointe Farms. 
◆ Storytime, 10:30 to 

11 a.m. Thursday, Jan. 
25, at Central,  10 
Kercheval, Grosse Pointe 
Farms.
◆ Teen Game Club, 3 

to 5 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 
25, at Woods, 20680 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods. 
◆ Readers’ Choice 

Book Discussion Group, 
11 a.m. to noon Saturday, 
Jan. 27, at Ewald, 15175 
E. Jefferson, Grosse 
Pointe Park.
◆ D&D Club, 1 to 4 

p.m. Saturday, Jan. 27, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

GPAA
The Grosse Pointe 

Artists Association offers 
a variety of classes at its 
studio, located at The 
War Memorial ,  32 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms. To register for the 
following, visit grosse
pointeartcenter.org.
◆ Crash Course on 

Collage and Assemblage 
with Marat Paransky, 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, 
Jan. 20.
◆ Fabric Dying with 

Ann Jacob, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 3.
◆ Landscapes in the 

Style of Claude Monet 
with Donald Cronkhite, 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Thursdays, Feb. 8, 15 and 
22.
◆  A c h i e v i n g 

P e r s p e c t i v e  i n 
Watercolor/Acrylic with 
Nancy Philo, 10:30 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 
10.
◆ Introduction to 

Japanese Woodblock 
Printing with Nobuko 
Yamasaki, 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 17. 
Deadline for registering 
is Feb. 1.
◆ Needle Felting Small 

Creatures with Ann 
Jacob, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 24.

The Helm
The Helm at the Boll 

Life Center, 158 Ridge, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, 
offers a variety of classes 
a n d  p r o g r a m s . 
Registration is required 
at (313) 882-9600 for the 
following:
◆ Out-to-Breakfast 

Bunch, 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
Monday, Jan. 22, at 
Cracked Egg. Cost is $5 
for members, $7 for non-
members, plus the cost of 
the meal. Sign-up is 
required, even for those 
driving themselves to the 
restaurant.
◆ Body Alignment, 1 to 

2 p.m. Mondays, Jan. 22 
to April 29, with instruc-
tor Gwendolyn J. Scales.
◆ Awesome Abs, 2:30 

to 4 p.m. Mondays, Jan. 
22 to April 29, with 
instructor Gwendolyn J. 
Scales.
◆  Premier World 

Discovery presents 
“Italy’s Amalfi Coast” 
and “San Antonio 
Holiday,” 10 to 11 a.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 23. Learn 
about two trip opportuni-
ties during this free pro-
gram.

AREA ACTIVITIES

See EVENTS, page 5B

Subscribing is easy. 
Call 313.343.5578

or visit grossepointenews.com

It’s what’s most important to you, to your 
kids, to your family. It’s easy to stay on top
of what is happening around you with the

$4 50 Annual subscription, 
delivered weekly with 
24/7 online access

Your Neighborhood
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In the days before 
streaming services and 
smartphones,  when 
Annie Weber was a new-
lywed and new mother — 
her husband, freshly 
back from Afghanistan, 
was a full-time graduate 
student — she took 
advantage of her baby’s 
frequent nap schedule to 
study the Bible, “for 
hours a day,” she 
recalled.

“In my own experi-
ence, I was attending 
church every week, but I 
didn’t know the Bible 
very well,” she said. “I 
knew the traditions of the 
church, but didn’t have a 
full grasp.”

She quickly recognized 
the value in knowing the 
Word. She calls it her 
season of transition and 
it’s a path on which she 
hopes to guide others 
through her newly pub-
lished book, “Astounding 
Truths of the Bible: A 
Bite-Sized Approach to 
Understanding the 
World’s Bestsell ing 
Book.”

Through her studies, as 
she writes in her preface, 
“I began to know God in 
a personal way. Never 
mind the heavy hitters of 
faith like Billy Graham 
and R.C. Sproul, my 
awakening was so 
intense, I felt like I was 
the world’s fi rst theolo-
gian. I read the Bible with 
such shock and awe. I 
could not believe that the 
Bible provided so much 
incredible instruction for 
life and God’s character 
was so aptly described 
through the words of 
Scripture.”

“In the preface, I talk 
about my journey,” she 
said. “At that stage, age 
28, God stripped away 
everything I was chasing. 
I was very fl eshly. … God 

took away the things I 
was seeking — career 
advancement, money, 
bigger paychecks.”

She began acknowl-
edging her life is not her 
own and saw proof of 
such when she felt 
inspired to begin writing. 
While Weber excelled at 
math and science in 
school — 12 years in the 
Grosse Pointe Public 
School System, though 
then her name was Annie 
Laethem — she never 
considered herself a 
writer.

“The call to write the 
book was clearly the 
Holy Spirit,” she said. “In 
some respects, I had a 
ghost writer — the Holy 
Spirit. I had to sit and 
write three hours a day.” 
Sitting quietly and writ-
ing was a challenge — 
torture, she said — for a 
“high extrovert.”

“Astounding Truths” is 
divided into four sections 
— The Character of God, 
God’s Desire for His 
People, Curious Parts of 
the Bible and God Equips 
His People — each of 
which contain 25 short, 
600- to 700-word chap-
ters Weber refers to as 
“daily readings.”

“I open with a personal, 
silly thing that happened 
in my life,” she said. 
“Then, here’s how this 
relates to the Bible; 
here’s the scripture.

“For example, Paul 
talks about having itchy 
ears,” she continued. 
“Why does he use that 
phrase? … He’s telling 
the people at Ephesus, 
‘You’re following false 
teachers.’ Or, here’s why 
Solomon said, ‘Cut the 
baby in half.’ I explain 
stories like that. It’s out 
of a love to help people 
understand. My goal is 
for people to put their 
faith in Christ. (The 
Bible) is fascinating, 
interesting. Here’s what 

we can learn.”
Weber disagrees with 

those who say the Bible is 
outdated and irrelevant 
to 2024, noting the same 
sin that happened then 
still happens now. Her 

book explains how God 
uses the Bible’s stories to 
teach.

“It’s what He wants us 
to learn,” she said.

W e b e r  w r o t e 
“Astounding Truths” not 

only for people who’ve 
never opened a Bible, but 
for those interested in 
deepening their aware-
ness of it.

“I wanted to make it a 
tool for people who don’t 
know the Bible or to 
become more familiar 
with the Bible,” she said. 
“This is a lighthearted 
way to start that jour-
ney.”

Though it takes a 
humorous approach, the 
author emphasized 
“Astounding Truths” 
does not compromise the 
seriousness of the Bible, 
nor does it replace the 
Bible.

“My goal is to handle 
God’s Word rightly,” she 
said. “I don’t want to be a 
false teacher or put peo-
ple on a false path.”

She prayed for guid-
ance while writing the 
book: “Help me, Lord. 
Use me as a tool to help 
people better come to 
you.”

Though Weber wrote 
the book while living in 
Guam — her husband, 
Bryan, is an Army offi cer 
and federal employee — 

she made sure to include 
her Grosse Pointe and 
Michigan roots in its 
pages. After attending 
Monteith Elementary 
and Brownell Middle 
schools, she graduated 
from Grosse Pointe 
North High School in 
1999. She mentions all 
three schools — and her 
service as student coun-
cil president — in the 
book, which also men-
tions the Great Lakes 
and her wedding at 
Selfridge Air National 
Guard Base.

She speaks fondly of 
her childhood and teen 
years, which included 
employment at edmund 
t. AHEE Jewelers, as well 
as the pool offi ce at Lake 
Front Park.

The mother of four — 
she’s also a licensed fos-
ter mom — and her 
family will leave Guam 
and be reassigned to a 
new location in four 
months.

“I didn’t go to Bible col-
lege and I don’t have a 
doctor  of  divini ty 
degree,” she said. “I’m 
just a normal girl. This is 
not written like an aca-
demic book.

“It’s a starting block, 
but the ultimate goal is 
for someone to put their 
faith in Christ, like it was 
with my journey,” she 
added.

“Astounding Truths” is 
available at amazon.com, 
barnesandnoble.com and 
walmart.com, as well as 
on her website, astound-
ingtruths.com. 

Those interested in 
learning more may con-
tact Weber through her 
website or @astounding-
truths on Facebook and 
Instagram.

She said she’d like to 
get the book into local 
bookstores, but more 
importantly, “I’m praying 
it gets into the hands of 
people who need it.”

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

‘Astounding Truths’ takes bite-sized 
approach to understanding the Bible

COURTESY PHOTO

Author Annie Weber shares her own faith journey, as well as a better under-
standing of the Bible, in her new book, “Astounding Truths.”

The rate of eating dis-
order diagnoses has 
risen more than 50 per-
cent in the past two years 
and increased its range 
to children as young as 5 
years old. Eating disor-
ders are not only begin-
ning earlier, but are 
expanding to all popula-
tions at an alarming rate.

Through understand-
ing the biological, psy-
chological and social 
infl uences that precede 
eating disorders, as well 
as co-occurring mental 
health issues including 
adverse childhood expe-
riences, conversations 
can take place about tak-
ing steps to prevent eat-
i n g  d i s o r d e r s . 
Prevention, education 
and early intervention 
are key to helping indi-
viduals live in lasting 
recovery. 

The Family Center of 
Grosse Pointe & Harper 
Woods hosts the webi-
nar, “Understanding 
Eating Disorders,” from 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 24, led 
by Lori Kehoe, clinical 
liaison for Sanford 
Behavior Health.

Kehoe has a master’s 
degree in clinical mental 
health counseling and 10 
years of experience 
working in eating disor-
der, substance use disor-
der and mental health 
disorder residential 
treatment. Her special-
ties and experience focus 
on treating the whole 

person: one’s trauma, 
substance use disorder 
and eating disorder 
alongside one’s mental 
health diagnoses, for 
best possible outcomes 
and lasting recovery. 

To register for the 
webinar, email maryjo@
familycenterhelps.org or 
call (313) 447-1374.

The Family Center offers 
‘Understanding Eating 
Disorders’ webinar Jan. 24

Members of the Detroit Goodfellows 
team were guest speakers at the Grosse 
Pointe Optimist Club meeting Dec. 13. 
The Goodfellows, with the help of 
many volunteers, put together gift 
packages each year for families in need 
so “no child is without a Christmas.” 
This year the nonprofit assembled 
more than 27,000 packages that 

included clothing, socks, books, toys, 
dolls, dental kits and other items for 
children. The gifts are distributed to 
families who apply from fi ve locations 
in Detroit and Hamtramck. The Grosse 
Pointe Optimist Club celebrates the 
efforts of the Goodfellows each year 
and provides them with a donation to 
help continue their efforts. 

Lakeshore Optimist Club of Grosse 
Pointe supports Goodfellows program

COURTESY PHOTO

Don Beardsley, Deb Renshaw, Conrad Koski, Tim Scallen, Emmet Yglesias and 
John Koski.
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Janet Caroline 
Mosser

Janet Caroline Mosser 
(nee Erbecker) passed 
away Monday, Jan. 8, 
2024.

Janet was predeceased 
by her parents, Frank 
Martin and Mildred 
Caroline (nee Ernst) 
Erbecker; siblings, Carol 
Gottlieb, Frank Erbecker 
and Joan Evelyn Mills; 
brother-in-law, Steven 
Gottlieb; sister-in-law, 
Leanna Hardy; and ex-
husband, Walter Mosser. 

She is survived by her 
children, Joseph David 
Mosser, Todd Alan 
Mosser and Rebecca 
Lynn Rynbrandt (Dale); 
sister-in-law, Maeve 
Erbecker; brothers-in-
law, Fred McLane and 
Jerry Hardy; and many 
nieces, nephews and 
extended family. 

Janet was born April 
3, 1937, and raised in 
Grosse Pointe. She spent 
her childhood summers 
at the family cottage on 
Lake Charlevoix where 
she met her husband, 
Walter “Sonny” Mosser. 
They raised their family 
in Petoskey. Following 
their divorce, Janet 
rebuilt her life with the 
support of deep friend-
ships, including those of 
Carma and Lee Milner 
and Connie Green. She 
maintained strong rela-
tionships with her father 
and mother- in- law, 
Raymond “Mac” and 
Bertha Mosser, until 
their passing, often 
enjoying surprise visits 
during which they would 
enjoy coffee and conver-
sation, “spilling the tea,” 
as they would say.

Janet was a social 
member for years with 
the Birchwood Golf and 
Country Club; enjoyed a 
passion for the ballet 
and was especially 
moved by annual pro-
duc t ions  o f  “The 
Nutcracker,” in which 
she once performed as a 
young girl; loved horses, 
including her beloved 
Indian Spirit; and des-
perately tried to improve 
her golf game, to no 
avail, over the years. 

When she came upon 
tough times in her later 
years, she surprised 
many by her inner 
strength and tenacity. 
She was a debutant who 
embraced being an inde-
pendent woman in many 
ways ,  work ing  a t 
Walmart and building 
friendships in her 60s 
and 70s. She had a spe-
cial relationship with 
her youngest, disabled 
son, Todd; the two were 
inseparable in navigat-
ing life’s diffi culties over 
the years of living with 
mental health illnesses. 

The family expresses 
their deep gratitude to 
the staff of Boulder Park 
Terrace who cared for 
Janet these last years as 
her dementia pro-
gressed. The care of 
nurses, including Sue 
Hardy, a cousin and for-
ever family, and others 
like Debra and Emily, 
and the support of 
administrator Leanna, 
gave deep comfort to all, 
knowing the quality of 
care and compassion 
being provided to Janet. 

Those who may wish 
to honor her memory 
are encouraged to give 
to a charity of their 
choice in her honor. If 
looking for recommen-
dations, consider the 

L i t t l e  T r a v e r s e 
Conservancy (landtrust.
org), preserving the nat-
ural environments of 
Northern Michigan for 
generations, or the Gary 
Sinise Foundation (gary
sinisefoundation.org), 
which supports veter-
ans.

Arrangements are in 
the care of Stone Funeral 
Home Inc., of Petoskey.

Duane Alexander 
Ashley

Duane Alexander 
Ashley, 84, died Tuesday, 
Jan. 2, 2024. Known for 
his love of learning and 
dedication to family, 
Duane’s life was a testa-
ment to the values of 
hard work and responsi-
bility. He earned degrees 
from Albion College and 
Northwestern University 
Law School, beginning a 
journey fil led with 
diverse professional 
accomplishments.

After 20 years of prac-
ticing law, Duane began 
a career as a history pro-
fessor, sharing his pas-
sion for ancient and 
American history at the 
University of Michigan-
Dearborn and commu-
nity colleges. His love 
for reading and staying 
informed was evident; 
there was always a 
novel, The New York 
Times and the Wall 
Street Journal nearby. 
Every afternoon he could 
be found in the reading 
room at the library, 
immersing himself in 
fi ve to six newspapers as 
he believed in the impor-
tance of understanding 
global events from vari-
ous perspectives.

Duane was a collector 
of American historical 
stamps, a fan of profes-
sional and college foot-
ball and supported the 
University of Michigan 
with a Lifetime Alumni 
membership.

He is survived by his 
wife, Mary Catherine, 
and daughters: Nicole, 
Leila and Alexis. He had 
perennial admiration for 
his sons-in-law, Eric 
Kent, Jason Goldberg 
and Matthew Wormley, 
and welcomed the 
adventures they offered. 
As “Papa” of seven 
grandchildren, Eric 
Nicholas, Catherine, 
John George, Charles, 
Joseph, Mary Elizabeth 
and Stephen, he readily 
took the sidelines at 
their sporting events and 
toured the nation’s capi-
tal with each of them on 
their 10th birthdays. His 
place at the dinner table 
was a gift as he shared 
insights and perspec-
tives, often mixed with 
humor or provocative 
questions.

He also is survived by 
his brothers, Kenn (Lyn) 
Ashley and Alan Ashley; 
and in- laws,  Faris 
H o w r a n i ,  A r l e n e 
Howrani and John and 
Terri Howrani. He was 
predeceased by his par-
e n t s ,  H a z e l  a n d 
Alexander Ashley; and 
in-laws, Ameen Howrani, 
Carlene Howrani and 
Janice Ashley.

A  f u n e r a l  a t 
Annunciation Greek 
Orthodox Cathedral was 
followed by a lunch at 
the Grosse Pointe War 
Memorial. Memorial 
contributions may be 
made to the Grosse 
P o i n t e  L i b r a r y 
Foundation, gplf.org.

Leonard “Neal” 
Williams 

L e o n a r d  “ N e a l ” 
Williams, 72, died peace-
fully at home Friday, Jan. 
5, 2024, following a short 
but brutal battle with 
ALS.

He was born Aug. 22, 
1951, in Detroit, to Eileen 
and Leonard Williams. 
He grew up in East 
Detroit and attended East 
Detroit High School. A 
man of many talents, 
Leonard worked in the 
automotive industry, food 
industry and music indus-
try as a DJ.

He shared his wife’s 
passion of working with 
adults and children with 
special needs. He was 
very proud of the mentor-
ship he was able to pro-
vide the adults with 
special needs he worked 
with. He loved teaching 
them new skills and get-
ting them out into the 
community. He also loved 
volunteering with his 
wife’s nonprofi t, The Arc 
of Grosse Pointe/Harper 
Woods.

He was always down 
for an adventure and 
loved chasing the 
Northern Lights with his 
wife. Leonard was 
beloved by all of his 
friends and family and 
will be remembered for 
his quick wit and excel-
lent stories. He also loved 
photography, animals, 
nature, traveling, Detroit 
sports teams, live music 
and history. His biggest 
love in life was his family.

He is survived by his 
wife, Deborah Moffat; 
and daughters, Dakota 
Williams and Lesley 
Moffat. He will be missed 
by his sister, Christina 
Leonard (Roy) and many 
nieces and nephews. 

A memorial service will 
be held at 11 a.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 20, at St. 
Michael’s Episcopal 
C h u r c h ,  2 0 4 7 5 
Sunningdale, Grosse 
Pointe Woods. 

In lieu of flowers, 
memorial contributions 
may be made to The Arc 
of Grosse Pointe/Harper 
Woods, thearcgp-hw.org/
donate/. Share a memory 
at ahpeters.com.

Norman Leslie 
Clarke

Norman Clarke, 88, of 
Grosse Pointe and 
Tucson, Ariz., died sur-
rounded by family 
Tuesday, Jan. 2, 2024.

Norman was born in 
Birmingham, England, to 
Joseph and Catherine 
(nee Manning). He was 
the youngest of four chil-
dren. He was prede-
ceased by his parents, 
siblings and beloved fi rst 
wife, Janet Margaret 
Clarke.

He is survived by his 
wife of 20 years, Mary 
Louise Huber-Clarke; 
children, Mandy Foukes 
(Keith), Jonathan Clarke 
and Christine Conway 
(Thomas); 10 grandchil-
dren; and 15 great-grand-
chi ldren.  He was 
immensely proud of his 
family and always put 
them fi rst in all he did.

Norm worked as an 
automotive engineer. 
After retirement, Norm 
especially enjoyed his 
time in Tucson, which he 
called his “happy place.” 
He also liked traveling, 
classical music, all things 
British and much more. 
He was a wonderful and 

kind man with a quick wit 
that was enjoyed by all 
who knew him.

In lieu of flowers, 
memorial contributions 
may be made to the 
Pulmonary Fibrosis 
Foundation, secure.qgiv.
com/for/pulfi bfou/. 

Gene W. Clem
Gene W. Clem passed 

away Friday, Dec. 29, 
2023, at his home over-
looking the bay in Corpus 
Christi, Texas, sur-
rounded by his wife, 
Esmerelda, and other 
family members. He was 
93 years old.

He was born July 11, 
1930, in Detroit, to John 
and Cecil Clem, both now 
deceased.

Gene was a master 
toolmaker who eventu-
ally owned and operated 
Lincoln Diecasting Inc., 
in Roseville, until his 
retirement in 1987.

On Sept. 16, 1950, he 
m a r r i e d  V i r g i n i a 
DeMattei. They were 
blessed with six children 
and lived in Grosse Pointe 
Woods and Grosse Pointe 
Shores for more than 30 
years.

Gene was a high-profi le 
baseball coach in Grosse 
Pointe from 1960 to 1980. 
His Grosse Pointe Woods-
Shores Little League 
teams and Babe Ruth 
teams were fi lled with tal-
ented players, many of 
whom went on to suc-
cessful baseball careers 
in high school, college 
and at the professional 
level.

Gene took up windsurf-
ing in the 1980s. Rain or 
shine, he could be seen 
surfi ng off the north wall 
of the Grosse Pointe 
Yacht Club.

It was his love for wind-
surfi ng that took Gene to 
Corpus Christi, where the 
wind blows every day for 
a good sail. His move also 
reignited a childhood 
love of horseback riding. 
Gene served as an honor-
ary Texas Ranger, riding 
his prized Tennessee 
Walking Horse, Duke, in 
many  parades around 
the state.

Gene was predeceased 
by Virginia; his son, Dan 
Clem; son-in-law, William 
Goulette; and sister, 
Doralie Manz.

He is survived by his 
wife, Esmerelda; daugh-
ters Susan Goulette, 
N a n c y  S c h l e i c h e r 
(Glenn) and Elizabeth 
Vigi (Jon); sons, Thomas 
(Maureen) and John 
(Suzanne); and grand-
children, Sarah Smith 
(Mat thew) ,  S tacey 
Glowczeski (Mark), 
L a u r e n  P a s e l l a 
( A n t h o n y ) ,  H o b i e 
Schleicher (Sonia), Erik 
Schleicher (Lindsay), 
Emily Taylor (Teal), Lea 
Vigi, Jon Vigi (Jackie), 
Dan Vigi (Casey), David 

Clem (Lauren), Elizabeth 
Clem and Dallas Clem.

A memorial celebrating 
Gene’s life will take place 
in the spring.

Linda Sullivan
Linda Elaine Sullivan 

(née Varekamp), 76, of 
Yspi lant i ,  d ied of 
Alzheimer’s disease 
Monday, Jan. 8, 2024.

She was born in 1947, 
in Portland, Ore., to 
Adam and Florence 
Varekamp, who called 
her “Princess.” Linda 
spent many childhood 
summers with her family 
enjoying fishing trips, 
including sport salmon 
fishing on the Oregon 
Coast and trout fi shing in 
the lakes of the Idaho 
Panhandle, where they 
discovered their dachs-
hund, Jinx, loved to swim. 
She attended the former 
Woodrow Wilson High 
School (now Ida B. Wells) 
before studying history at 
Lewis & Clark College in 
Portland, earning a bach-
elor’s degree cum laude 
in 1969.

Linda then went to Ann 
Arbor to pursue a mas-
ter’s degree in library sci-
ence from the School of 
Information at the 
University of Michigan. 
There, at a party in 1971, 
Linda met Thomas “Tom” 
Sullivan, the love of her 
life, while wearing a 
quilted skirt without the 
matching bell bottoms. 
While working at the 
Library of Congress, Tom 
visited Linda and pro-
posed to her. In 1972, 
they were married in the 
chapel on Lewis & Clark 
campus, followed by a 
cake and champagne 
reception, and then a 
honeymoon that included 
V i c t o r i a ,  B r i t i s h 
Columbia, Canada, and 
Niagara Falls.

The couple moved to 
Grosse Pointe and Linda 
began work at Gale 
Research in Detroit. In 
1977, they purchased 
their longtime home on 
Washington Road and 
adopted a cat, Tucker. 
They also welcomed their 
first child that year, a 
daughter named Mollie. 
In 1978, their second 
daughter, Annie, was 
born. Maggie, their 
youngest daughter, was 
born in 1980. Linda called 
her daughters, “her three 
chickadees.” She created 
a life for her daughters 
centered around family, 
friends, delicious home-
made food, learning, vol-
unteering and enjoying 
the outdoors. She and 
Tom took the girls on 
excursions anywhere 
from local museums and 
parks to fossil hunting, 
camping and vacations to 
New England, the Pacifi c 
Northwest, Arizona and 
Wyoming. On special 
days, Linda would be 

ready with holiday or 
birthday breakfasts — 
heart-shaped cornbread 
i s  d e l i g h t f u l  o n 
Valentine’s Day — and 
was famous for her apple 
pie.

Linda made some inter-
esting career pivots. She 
stopped working in the 
publishing world in the 
early 1980s for a few 
years to focus on family 
and volunteering. She 
then returned to work 
assisting a caterer in Troy 
and soon started her own 
catering business in 
Grosse Pointe. Once her 
business started gather-
ing steam, she was invited 
to join Main Course, a 
private catering company 
operating out of the 
kitchen at Christ Church 
Grosse Pointe. She 
enjoyed working with the 
ladies of Main Course for 
many years. Later, Linda 
pivoted again to work as 
a proofreader at a few dif-
ferent advertising agen-
cies in the greater Detroit 
area.

Over the years, Linda’s 
daughters left and then 
returned to the Detroit 
area. Maggie and her 
husband, Colin, returned 
fi rst. Then, Annie and her 
husband, Doug, followed, 
welcoming two grand-
children, Logan, 12, and 
Cole, 10. Mollie and her 
husband, Kevin, followed 
suit with their son, 
Desmond, 12. Linda 
enjoyed spending as 
much time as possible 
with her daughters and 
their families. She always 
could be counted on for 
an enthusiastic “yes” to 
go to Barnes & Noble, 
Starbucks, the hair salon 
and downtown Ann 
Arbor. When not with 
family, she was an avid 
reader with interests 
ranging far and wide. She 
also was a prolifi c knitter 
and often donated the 
items she’d made to hos-
pital wards.

Linda will be remem-
bered for her quick wit, 
kindness, generosity, joie 
de vivre and the way she 
treasured her children 
and grandchildren. Her 
family said they couldn’t 
have asked for a better 
mother and will miss 
Linda every day.

Linda was predeceased 
by her husband, Tom 
Sullivan. She is survived 
by her sister, Nancy 
Varekamp; daughters, 
Mollie Sullivan, Annie 
Sullivan and Maggie 
Kelly; and grandsons, 
Logan Wyatt, Cole Wyatt 
and Desmond Neary.

A small remembrance 
will be planned in the 
coming months. In lieu of 
flowers, donations may 
be made to the Gilbert 
Residence Assisted 
Living and Nursing Care, 
gilbertresidence.com/
donations/. 

Leonard WilliamsDuane Alexander AshleyJanet Caroline Mosser

Linda SullivanGene W. ClemNormal Leslie Clarke

See OBITS, page 5B
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Worship Service

Worship Sunday
at 10:00 am

Rev. Richard Yeager-Stiver
An Open & Affi rming Church

240 Chalfonte G.P. Farms
313-884-3075 • www.gpcong.org
WE HAVE AN ARTS MINISTRY

Grosse Pointe
Congregational

Church
(United Church of Christ )

011824

SUNDAY
8:30 a.m. - Bible Study

9:30 a.m. - Worship Service
Sunday School - During Service

WEDNESDAY
10 a.m. - Bible Study

7 p.m. - Worship Service
Randy S. Boelter, Pastor
Making New Disciples-
Building Stronger Ones

Christ the King
Lutheran Church

and Preschool
Mack at Lochmoor • 884-5090

www.christthekinggp.org
15020 Hampton15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park, Grosse Pointe Park, 
Michigan 48230-1302Michigan 48230-1302

AAmbrosembrose
SSaintaint

CCatholic atholic CChurchhurch

MMassesasses
Saturday Vigil — 4:00 p.m.
Sunday — 8:30 and 11:15 a.m.
Tuesday — 8:30 a.m.Tuesday — 8:30 a.m.
Thursday — 7:00 p.m.Thursday — 7:00 p.m.
Friday — NoonFriday — Noon

(313) 822-2814 • stambrosechurch.net • facebook.com/stambroseparish
      Saturday Vigil is streamed online at 8:00 a.m. Sunday on our facebook page      

20475 Sunningdale Park 
313.884.4820           stmichaelsgpw.org

St. Michael’s Episcopal Church 
sharing the Light of Christ

Live authentically

Sunday Worship at 10 am 
followed by Coffee Hour in the parish hall 

~ Join us online for Compline on Wednesdays at 7pm ~  
a brief and assuring form of evening prayer  

open the link on our homepage:  stmichaelsgpw.org

Dr. Alexander N. 
Nakeff

Former Grosse Pointe 
Park resident  Dr. 
Alexander Novatchis 
Nakeff passed away 
peacefully Sunday, Dec. 
24, 2023, at his home in 
Oceanside, Calif., after a 
valiant battle with cancer.

Born March 23, 1940, 
Alex was the much 
beloved husband and 
soulmate of Carole Anne 
(nee Best); dear uncle of 
Tom (Debbie) and Jason 
Delibassis; great-uncle of 
Adrian and Isabella; 
brother-in-law of Noel 
Best; uncle of Trevor 
(Sam) and Heather 
(Craig) and their families; 
and godfather of Alex 
Pantel (Germany).

Dr. Nakeff will be 
remembered for his many 
contributions to the sci-
entific community and 
for co-founding the Great 
Lakes International 
Imaging and Flow 
Cytometry Association, 
or GLIIFCA, now in its 
32nd year. Alex was well-
known and loved for his 
beautiful smile, concern 
for people and passion 
for causes that benefi tted 
the welfare of others. He 
will be sadly missed for 
his warmth, conviviality, 
camaraderie and commu-
nity spirit by his family, 
friends and all whose 
lives he touched.

Alex’s Celebration of 
Life will be held Sunday, 
Feb. 18, in Oceanside, 
Calif. For more informa-
tion, email caralex232@
gmail.com.

In lieu of fl owers, dona-
tions may be made to 

Doctors Without Borders, 
donate.doctorswithout
borders.org.

The Hon. James A.  
Callahan

Retired Third Circuit 
Judge James A. Callahan, 
82, died unexpectedly 
Saturday, Jan. 13, 2024.

Visitation for Judge 
Callahan will be held from 
4 to 8 p.m. Monday, Jan. 
22, at Verheyden Funeral 
Home, 16300 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Park. A 
funeral Mass will be held 
at 11 a.m. Tuesday, Jan. 
23, at St. Charles 
Borromeo Cathol ic 
Church, 1491 Baldwin, 
Detroit, followed by inter-
ment at Mt. Elliott 
Cemetery, where military 
honors will be bestowed.

J u d g e  C a l l a h a n 
received his undergradu-
ate degree from the 
University of Illinois in 
1967, and his Juris 
Doctorate from the 
Detroit College of Law in 
1972. He was a trial attor-
ney for 33 years prior to 
his election to the circuit 
court in 2004, and re-elec-
tion in 2010.

A longtime City of 
Grosse Pointe resident, 
Judge Callahan grew up 
in Chicago and was a 

proud graduate of St. 
Ignatius High School, 
which he affectionately 
referred to as “Iggy’s.” He 
served in the U.S. Navy 
from 1959-65, spending 
much of his time on the 
USS Savage (DE-386).

After his honorable dis-
charge from the Navy, 
Judge Callahan met his 
future wife, Shirley Malik, 
at a friend’s wedding in 
Detroit. He was so 
enchanted by her, he 
returned to Detroit, driv-
ing through the melee of 
the 1967 Detroit riot to get 
to her home on Detroit’s 
east side.

A voracious reader of 
history books, Judge 
Callahan originally 
planned to become a 
teacher, but later changed 
paths when he realized he 
could merge his love for 
history with a desire to 
help others with a career 
in law.

His life was a testament 
to the Jesuit value, “men 
for others,” with a long 
history of volunteerism 
and community involve-
ment. He is a past presi-
dent of the Grosse Pointe 
Men’s Club, where he par-
ticipated in many activi-
ties, including the 
organization’s choral 
group. He served as rear 
commodore of the Grosse 

Pointe Boat Club and was 
active at The Helm in 
Grosse Pointe delivering 
Meals on Wheels. He and 
his longtime partner, 
Marcia Cron, were mem-
bers of the Detroit Yacht 
Club, where he was active 
in many of the club’s 
activities. Judge Callahan 
was a member of alumni 
groups for the University 
of Illinois and Detroit 
College of Law, as well as 
several veteran organiza-
tions.

Known to spontane-
ously break into song, 
Judge Callahan’s consid-
erable range was said to 
be “loud and louder.” He 
loved to sing traditional 
Irish songs and more than 
once led passengers on 
Irish-themed cruises in 
song.

An avid traveler, Judge 
Callahan was active in 
retirement with Marcia. 
The couple visited many 
international destinations 
and had just returned 
from Mexico early 
Saturday.

Judge Callahan was 
predeceased by his wife of 
33 years, Shirley; and his 
brother, Michael (Linda). 
He is survived by his son, 
Michael (Debbie); daugh-
ter, Katherine; brother, 
John (Kelly); sister, 
Bridget Stalvey (Bo); 
granddaughter, Daphne; 
many nieces and neph-
ews; and his loving part-
ner of eight years, Marcia 
Cron, who said he went all 
out, was the best thing in 
her life and made her life 
easy and fun.

Donations in honor of 
Judge Callahan may be 
made to the United 
Service Organizations, 
bit.ly/48RrwGM. 

Share a memory at 
verheyden.org.

OBITS:
Continued from page 4B

The Hon. James CallahanDr. Alexander N. Nakeff

◆ Lunch and Learn: 
Skin Care and Healthy 
Hair, 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 24, with 
German Treyger, D.O.
◆ New to Medicare, 7 

p.m. Thursday, Jan. 25.
◆ The movie “Woman 

in Gold” is shown at 
12:30 p.m. Friday, Jan. 
26. Cost is $3 for mem-
bers, $5 for nonmem-
bers, and includes 
snacks.
◆ Book Club, “Breaking 

the Age Code: How Your 
Beliefs About Aging 
Determine How Long 
and Well You Live,” 1 to 
2 p.m. Monday, Jan. 29, 
with facilitator Ann 
Eatherly.
◆ Watercolor Painting, 

11 a.m. to noon Tuesdays 
with instructor Linda 
Boyle. Jan. 30 is note-

cards; Feb. 27 is floral 
painting; and March 26 is 
landscape painting. Cost 
per class is $25 for mem-
bers, $35 for nonmem-
bers.
◆ Pastries and Puzzles, 

11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 31. Cost 
is $5 for members, $8 for 
nonmembers.

Rotary
The Rotary Club of 

Grosse Pointe hosts its 
next meeting at 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 24, at 
Village Grille, 16930 
Kercheval, City of Grosse 
Pointe. Adam Hollier, 
director of the Michigan 
Veterans Affairs Agency, 
speaks. Email grosse
pointerotary@gmail .
com.

Star of the Sea
Our Lady Star of the 

Sea Catholic School, 467 
Fairford, Grosse Pointe 

Woods, will hold an open 
house 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. Sunday, Jan. 28. 
The event is for students 
in preschool, elementary 
and middle school grades 
and includes a tour of the 
school and a chance to 
talk with teachers and 
alumni. Call (313) 884-
1070 or visit starschool
grossepointe.org.

Screenings
Residents can learn 

about their risk for car-
diovascular disease, 
osteoporosis, diabetes 
and other chronic condi-
tions with affordable 
screenings by Life Line 
Screening, hosted Friday, 
F e b .  9 ,  a t  t h e 
Neighborhood Club, 
17150 Waterloo, City of 
G r o s s e  P o i n t e . 
Screenings check for 
level of plaque buildup in 
arteries, cholesterol lev-
els, diabetes risk, kidney 

and thyroid function and 
more. Special package 
pricing begins at $159, 
but consultants will cre-
ate a package that suits 
e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l . 
Advanced registration is 
required. Call (877) 237-
1287 or visit lifeline
screening.com.

Adaptive yoga
Yoga Moves MS, in 

partnership with the Kirk 
Gibson Foundation, 
hosts Adaptive Chair 
Yoga classes at 11:30 
a.m. Mondays at Full 
Lotus Yoga, 20365 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods. 
Adaptive yoga benefits 
those with multiple scle-
rosis, Parkinson’s dis-
ease, stroke and other 
neuromuscular condi-
tions. Cost is $12 per 
drop-in class or five 
classes for $50 in 
advance. Visit fulllotus
yoga.net.

EVENTS:
Continued from page 2B

A variety of fitness 
classes, self-improve-
ment classes and events 
are offered to educate, 
excite and entertain 
through Assumption 
Cultural Center’s winter 
programming. 

Those interested in fi t-
ness are invited to try 
A s s u m p t i o n ’ s 
KALOSOMATICS exer-
cise program. The winter 
session began Jan. 8, 
and runs through Friday, 
M a r c h  2 9 . 
KALOSOMATICS offers 
women and co-ed classes 
with cardiovascular 
emphasis incorporating 
aerobics, yoga and 
Pilates-like mat work. 
Beginner, intermediate 
and senior classes are 
offered, day and eve-
ning. Students may 
alternate classes and 
times to accommodate 
personal schedules, new 
students may attend any 
class free for one week 
and seniors receive a 25 
p e r c e n t  d i s c o u n t . 
Students may join class 
any time during the ses-
sion and registration 
fees will be pro-rated 
from the time of registra-
tion.

Assumption also offers 
two yoga c lasses : 
Fireside Gentle Yoga 
and Yin Yoga. During 
Fireside Gentle Yoga, 
students are guided 
through gentle postures 
that link breath with 
m o v e m e n t  w h i l e 
increasing strength and 
improving flexibility. 
During Yin Yoga, stu-
dents hold postures that 
move into deeper con-
nective tissue. By the 
end of class, students 
feel as though they just 
had a deep tissue mas-
sage.

For those who prefer 
team sports, Assumption 
offers pickleball, a game 
that has swept the nation 
in popularity among all 
age groups, especially 
with seniors. Various 
clinics teach beginners 
how to play and help 
advanced beginners 
learn skills to improve 
their  game. Group 
Pickleball Play also is 
available where partici-
pants are sorted by skill 
level. Courts are avail-
able for private rentals.

Other fi tness classes at 
Assumption are Tae 
Kwon Do Karate for 
adults and children, 
offering the opportunity 
to develop strength 
while learning the art of 
discipline.

Assumption’s Winter 
Cultural Series includes 
a class to learn how to 
make Greek butter cook-
ies, a favorite classic, 
where students make 
and bake on-site. The 
series also includes a 
Greek dancing class for 
adults during which stu-
dents learn the dances 
of Greece while reaping 
the added benefit of 
i m p r o v i n g  o n e ’ s 
strength, endurance and 
overall fi tness. Dancing 
classes are offered in 
two six-week sessions.

T r a v e l  w i t h 
Assumption features 
two trips. The fi rst is a 
motorcoach trip to 
Montreal and Quebec 
City, Quebec, Canada, 
May 18 to 24. The sec-
ond trip is a visit to 
Greece in September.

Other opportunities 
for self-improvement 
include French language 
classes taught by the 
Alliance Francaise de 
Grosse Pointe, as well as 
Greek language classes 
for beginners and teens, 
advanced beginners and 
i n t e r m e d i a t e s . 
Assumption also offers 
Duplicate Bridge les-
sons.

Marchiori Catering at 
Assumption provides 
food and service for all 
kinds of events, from 
weddings large and 
small, to conferences, 
business meetings and 
organization gatherings, 
with many rooms avail-
able to accommodate 
events of any size. 
Marchiori also offers 
Lenten seafood buffets, 
a Mother’s Day gourmet 
brunch and soups to go 
year-round.

Assumption Cultural 
Center is located at 
21800 Marter, St. Clair 
Shores. For more infor-
mation or to register for 
events, call Assumption 
Cultural Center at (586) 
779-6111. 

View the Winter 2024 
brochure at assumption
culturalcenter.org.

Assumption 
Cultural Center 
schedules 
winter activities
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GROSSE POINTE ANIMAL ADOPTION SOCIETY
Animals Available for 
Adoption at gpaas.org
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
313-884-1551 OR www.gpaas.org

Ope n Hou s e Eve ry Sat u rda yOpe n Hou s e Eve ry Sat u rda y
10: 00a m-12: 00pm fo r Dogs & Cat s10: 00a m-12: 00pm fo r Dogs & Cat s

 MeetMeet

LUNALUNA
Female,Female,

6 months old,6 months old,
shorthair,shorthair,

diluteTortoise.diluteTortoise.

20542 Harper
(Lennon and Harper)

(313) 884-1551
www.gpaas.org

 Meet

 T INYT INY
Male, 2 years old, ChihuahuaMale, 2 years old, Chihuahua

Mix, Black/Tan, 5 lbs.Mix, Black/Tan, 5 lbs.

Posterity Gallery pres-
ents “Robert Kolinski, 
P a i n t i n g s  a n d 
Photographs,” through 
Wednesday, Jan. 31. 

Kolinski was the win-
ner of the fi rst Village Art 
Takeover, sponsored by 

Posterity Gallery, and 
won a solo exhibit as part 
of the prize.  

A reception to meet the 
artist takes place 6 to 8 
p.m. Thursday, Jan. 25.

Posterity Gallery is 
l oca ted  a t  17005 

Kercheval, City of Grosse 
Pointe. Gallery hours are 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
T u e s d a y s  t h r o u g h 
Saturdays.

For more information, 
call Posterity Gallery at 
(313) 884-8105.

Exhibition runs through Jan. 31

PHOTO COURTESY OF ROBERT KOLINSKI

“Rebecca, Stereo View,” a Polaroid image transfer by Robert Kolinski.

The Garden Club of Michigan will 
host the online presentation, “Plastic 
Pollution,” with Kim Cameron of 
Beyond Plastics, at 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
Feb. 13, via Zoom. The lecture is free 
and the public is welcome.

Cameron, who has a Ph.D. in plant 
physiology, will delve into the toxic 
connections between plastics and 
plants, animals, soil, water and human 
bodies, as well as provide information 
about what micro-plastic particles do 
to soils and how plants take up these 
particles. A former biology professor 
at SUNY Cortland and research scien-
tist at Cornell University, Cameron 
became interested in plastic pollution 
and completed coursework with 
Judith Enck, Beyond Plastics founder, 
through Bennington College in 2022. 
Since then, Cameron has worked with 

Beyond Plastics Health Policy 
Director Megan Wolff, Ph.D., to 
develop presentations about plastics 
for local and non-local groups. 

“The Garden Club of Michigan 
holds conservation and environmen-
tal stewardship as one of our core 
principles and we are so pleased to be 
able to share a speaker on such an 
important topic with the public,” GCM 
Co-President Libby Candler said. 
“Plastic pollution is one of the most 
pressing issues facing our environ-
ment and health today, so we hope by 
making this lecture available free and 
online, everyone interested will par-
ticipate and walk away with life 
changing information.”

Those interested should email 
info@gardenclubofmichigan.org to 
register.

‘Plastic Pollution’ presentation Feb. 13

December 2023 hous-
ing data has been 
released by the Grosse 
Pointe Board of Realtors. 
The effects of high inter-
est rates, unquenched 
demand and extremely 
low inventory are clearly 
visible in the year-over-
year data for the Grosse 
Pointes and Harper 
Woods.

While demand has 
slowed sufficiently to 
move the absorption rate 
into “balanced” territory 
and sellers experienced 
the need to sell for less 
than asking price, dollar-
per-square-foot price 
strength has continued in 
both markets.

The strength of days on 
market signifi cantly also 
indicates that buyers are 

recognizing the value of 
purchasing a home. It 
also suggests that only 
the lack of inventory is 
responsible for the lack 
of sales.

Finally, the winter 
months in southeast 
Michigan typically see 
the fewest number of 
sales. How the market 
will respond as we move 
toward Q2 of 2024 
remains unknown. The 
recent decline in mort-
gage rates is, however, 
expected to be very 
encouraging for buyers. 
As a consequence, 
whether buying or selling 
real estate, always use an 
industry professional like 
the members of the 
Grosse Pointe Board of 
Realtors when it comes 

to your housing needs.
— Courtesy of the 

Grosse Pointe Board of 
Realtors

December housing data for 
Grosse Pointe, Harper Woods

Notes:
Inventory: The number of 
homes for sale at the begin-
ning of each month plus the 
number of homes listed during 
the month.
Pending sales: The number of 
accepted offers reported for 
the month.
Absorption Rate: The division 
of the number of pending 
sales in a month by inventory.  
An absorption rate higher than 
18.3 percent is considered a 
seller’s market. An absorption 
Rate under 15.3 percent is 
considered a buyer’s market.

Two Bank of America 
employees received the 
bank’s prestigious 2023 
G l o b a l  V o l u n t e e r 
Awards .  Chr i s t ina 
Gaitley of Grosse Pointe 
Woods and Anil Kapoor 
of Highland Township 
were among 80 employ-
ees — out of more than 
200,000 Bank of America 
employees — recognized 
for exceptional volun-
teerism in their commu-
nities.

Bank of America’s 
Global Volunteer Awards 
celebrate employees liv-
ing the company’s val-
ues .  Winners  are 
recognized for their lead-
ership and ability to 
make a meaningful 
i m p a c t .  B a n k  o f 
America’s Michigan 
Market President Matt 
Elliott said it was no sur-
prise Gaitley and Kapoor 
— both Merrill Lynch 
employees — took home 
the honors.

“Chris and Anil’s 
exceptional contribu-
tions throughout the year 
to our Michigan commu-
nities represent the val-
ues of how Bank of 
America hopes to serve 
every community where 
we operate,” Elliott said. 
“Our team consistently 
steps up to answer the 
call, as responsible com-
munity leaders should, 
and the long-lasting 
impact of their work 
encapsulates how volun-
teerism enriches not only 

the lives of those we 
serve, but our lives as 
well.” 

Gaitley has worked 
with Merrill for 40 years 
and currently serves as 
an assistant vice presi-
dent at Merrill. She has 
volunteered at the faith-
based nonprofit My 
Father’s Business for 25 
years and served as the 
nonprofi t’s director the 
past 23 years. Gaitley 
grew up on the east side 
of Detroit, across the 
street  from Grace 
Community Church, 
where the charity was 
founded.

“Someone came to the 
church one day and 
asked for food and we 
didn’t have it,” said 
Gaitley about the impe-
tus for the founding of 
My Father’s Business. “It 
started as a cupboard. 

Now it’s a full commu-
nity resource and ‘choice’ 
pantry where individuals 
decide on what they want 
to receive.”

My Father’s Business 
serves anyone in the 
community in need. 
Beyond providing basic 
needs such as food, cloth-
ing and hygiene items, it 
also assigns a volunteer 
to meet with individuals 
to discuss what may be 
preventing them from 
improving their situation. 
The organization also 
provides referrals for 
free legal assistance, 
affordable housing 
resources and more. 

“Detroit has been 
through a lot and people 
are incredible and many 
have not received what 
they should,” Gaitley 
said. “There are many 
ways for any one of us to 
make an impact. Every 
volunteer experience is 
an opportunity to show 
love and respect for 
another individual and 
an honor to walk with 
them through a challenge 
toward a goal.“

Kapoor, who has 
worked in the Advisor 
Development Program at 
Merrill for 10 years, has 
been volunteering with 
the Salvation Army since 
2014. He started volun-
teering with its meal 
delivery program, a “Bed 
and Bread” truck, which 
provides food for the 
hungry 365 days a year.

Bank of America 
recognizes two
global volunteers

Christina Gaitley
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THIS WINTER AT FORD HOUSE

Snowy Saturday

Januar y  20 & 27
Februar y  3 & 10

Trivia Night

Januar y  25
Februar y  22

Storytime:

Love Grows Everywhere

Tuesdays in  February

Lecture:

Haven Hil l  at  100 Years 

February  8

Valentine’s  Day

Dinner & Concert

February  14

Maker Studio:

Screen-Printing

Februar y  17
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24

Grosse Pointe Theatre’s 
production of “9 to 5 The 
Musical,” with music 
written by Dolly Parton, 
takes the stage Jan. 26 to 
Feb. 4.  

Based on the iconic 
movie and set in the late 
1970s, this story of friend-
ship and revenge is outra-
geous, thought-provoking 
and hilarious. Pushed to 
the boiling 
p o i n t , 
t h r e e 
f e m a l e 
coworkers 
concoct a 
plan to get 
even with 
the sexist, 
egotistical, 
lying, hyp-
o c r i t i c a l 
bigot they 
call their 
boss. In a 
hilarious turn of events, 
Violet, Judy and Doralee 
live out their wildest fan-
tasy — giving their boss 
the boot. While Hart 
remains “otherwise 
engaged,” the women 
give their workplace a 
dream makeover, taking 
control of the company 
that has always kept 
them down. 

D i r e c t o r  R a c h e l 
Settlage of Grosse Pointe 

Park saw the fi lm as a kid 
and has always wanted to 
direct it. 

“I love the feminist 
themes,” she said. “I’ve 
spent my whole life doing 
women’s rights and inter-
national human rights 
work for my day job, so I 
love shows that have 
strong female leads and 
explore the issues of 

empowerment, equality 
and freedom for women.”  

The cast has been 
rehearsing since October 
to bring this story to the 
GPT stage. 

More than 40 years 
after the movie was fi rst 
released, songstress 
Parton is as popular as 
ever. 

“She brings her entire 
spirit and joy of life into 
the musical,” Settlage 

said. “I think she can 
touch a nerve with 
people and really make 
them feel something. Her 
songs speak to the human 
experience.”

“9 to 5 The Musical” 
continues Grosse Pointe 
Theatre’s 76th season, 
which also includes the 
upcoming shows, “The 
Play That Goes Wrong,” 

April 5 to 
1 4 ,  a n d 
D i s n e y ’ s 
“Newsies,” 
May 3 to 12. 
Tickets are 
on sale for 
the rest of 
the season 
or individ-
ual shows 
at gpt.org/
buytickets. 

This sea-
s o n ,  a n  

additional weeknight has 
been added to the sched-
ule, with shows both 
W e d n e s d a y  a n d 
Thursday nights the sec-
ond week. 

The Wednesday, Jan. 
31, evening performance 
wi l l  be  Women’s 
Wednesday — a girls’ 
night out with friends. 
Ladies are invited to pull 
out their circa 1980 offi ce 
outfi ts from the back of 

the closet and wear them 
to the performance — 
with the appropriate hair 
style, of course. All 
attendees to that eve-
ning’s performance will 
receive a special gift, 
while supplies last.  

“9 to 5 The Musical” is 
presented through spe-
cial arrangement with 
M u s i c  T h e a t r e 
International.

For tickets, visit gpt.
org/ninetofive or call 
(313) 881-4004.

‘9 to 5 The Musical’ 
takes the stage at 
Grosse Pointe Theatre

The cast
Meg Berger as Violet Newstead
Jennifer Dewey as Doralee Rhodes
Kimberly Elliott as Judy Bernly
Ron Bernas as Franklin Hart Jr.
Erin Getzin as Roz Keith
Robby Mullinger as Joe
Alex Quinlan as Dwayne
Joshua Stuckless as Josh
Kristina Kamm-Mardlin as Missy
Bronwen Mischel as Maria
Britta Peele-Spitzer as Kathy
Soula Burns as Margaret
Kenneth Franzel as Tinsworthy
Anthony Dondero as Bob Enright/Boys Club
Dominic Aldini as Security Guard/Cop/Boys Club
Melissa Schroeder as Doctor/Offi ce Worker
Kristin Pagels Quinlan as Candy Striper/Offi ce Worker
Megan Welenc as New Employee/Offi ce Worker
Sean Belanger as Dick/Boys Club
Ashley Gatesy as Hospital Nurse (Intern/Orderly)/Offi ce Worker
Ron Blair as Detective/Boys Club

The crew
Rachel Settlage, director
Beth Teagan, apprentice director
Dennis Penney, musical director
Rachel Hutchison, vocal director
Noah Hanahan, co-choreographer
Nick Marinello, stage manager
Raven Ross, assistant stage manager
Randie Kohler, producer
Gretchen Archinal, assistant producer
Tom Archinal, lighting design
Paul Gonzalez, sound design
Gordon Richardson, technical director
Beth Gauthier, set design
Annie Kordas, set dressing
Julie Nixon, properties
Alexa Baxt, costume design
Kimberly Elliott and Haley Sommerstorfer, make-up and 
hair co-chairs
Maria LaRose, publicity and photography
Kristin Pagels Quinlan, dance captain
Cara Motzkus and Eric Vreeland, sound crew

PHOTOS COURTESY OF MARIA LA ROSE

From left, Kimberly Elliott as Judy, Meg Berger as Violet, Ron Bernas as Franklin Hart and 
Jennifer Dewey as Doralee.

Kimberly Elliott, Jennifer Dewey and Meg Berger have fun rehearsing a 
scene for “9 to 5 The Musical” with Ron Bernas.

 ◆ What: “9 to 5 The Musical”
 ◆ When: 

8 p.m. Friday, Jan. 26
8 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 27
2 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 28
7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 31
7:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 1
8 p.m. Friday, Feb. 2

8 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 3
2 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 4
Where: Pierce Middle School, 
15430 Kercheval, Grosse 
Pointe Park
How: Tickets are $35, includ-
ing fees, at gpt.org/ninetofi ve, 
by calling (313) 881-4004 or at 
the door.

‘I’ve spent my whole life doing women’s 
rights and international human rights 
work for my day job, so I love shows that 
have strong female leads and explore the 
issues of empowerment, equality and 
freedom for women.’
RACHEL SETTLAGE
Director

The details
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Grosse Pointe GabbyGrosse Pointe Gabby
The Pulse Of The PointesThe Pulse Of The Pointes

Dear Gabby: I was 
really nervous to get 
back to the gym. It’s been 
YEARS since I’ve really 
been a regular.

I felt like everyone was 
staring at me and I can-
not fi gure out why. Are 
there certain unwritten 
rules I need to be aware 
of?  

— Self Conscious in 
the Shores

Dear Self,

Maybe you look amaz-
ing! Don’t always assume 

people are looking your 
way for something nega-
tive. Also, remember you 
haven’t been there and 
everyone is probably 
scoping out the new cli-
entele!

That said, after speak-
ing with a few gym own-
ers and frequent fl yers at 
the fi tness studios — as 
well as polling our social 
media community — 
here are the top pet 
peeves (in order) when it 
comes to pumping iron:

1. Blabbing on the 

phone during a class or 
while on a machine — or 
worse, sitting on a 
machine on the phone 
when someone else 
could actually be using 
the machine.

2. Smelling bad. There 
are so many great items 
these days like Lume 
deodorant wipes. I highly 
recommend them!

3. Not paying atten-
tion to the instructor 
and talking loudly with 
your friends (note: in 

some situations and 
classes talking is fine, 
like when it’s timed 
and nobody has to keep 
count! Use good judg-
ment.)

4. Sweating on mats or 
machines and not clean-
ing it up.

— Gabby

We love problem-solving 
and giving advice! Please 
send us your questions & 
problems to advice@
grossepointenews.com.

Dear Annie
by Annie Lane

DEAR ANNIE: On 
Dec. 19 of 2022, I gave 
birth to a beautiful baby 
girl. Ahead of time, my 
husband and I talked 
with both sets of our par-
ents and we all agreed 
that we would not be 
exchanging Christmas 
gifts that year. I wanted 
for Christmas to be quiet 
so that I could focus on 
my newborn and healing 
my body. Everyone said 
they understood.

Christmas came and 
went. We FaceTimed all 
the new grandparents 
and set dates for them to 
come visit their new 
grandchild. When my 
dad and his wife visited, 
they brought us gifts. I 
felt embarrassed telling 
them that I appreciated 
it, but I didn’t have any-
thing for them in return. 
They assured me it was 
fi ne.

My dad texted me a 
few days later extremely 
upset that I did not get 
him anything. He said it 
was very thoughtless of 
me and made him feel 
like he didn’t matter. I 
was baffl ed.

I explained that we had 
already talked about not 
exchanging gifts, so I 
truly thought it was OK 
to stand by our no-gift-
giving plan. No matter 
what I said, he was insis-

tent I  had ruined 
Christmas for him. I felt 
extremely guilty.

Since then, he has 
never mentioned it. I 
haven’t either.

This past Christmas, I 
made sure to buy my dad 
a few things, but only 
because I felt obligated, 
not because I wanted to. 
It’s completely changed 
the meaning of Christmas 
for me.

I still feel very hurt by 
his reaction, and I won-
der if I should have said 
or done something dif-
ferently. Please help me 
move past this? — NEW 
MOM

DEAR NEW MOM: 
First off, congratulations 
on the birth of your now 
1-year-old baby girl. The 
only one that is acting like 
a baby in this matter is 
your father.

It makes sense that you 
would feel a little bit 
pushed into buying your 
father a gift. Since you 
still are carrying hurt 
about your dad’s reaction, 
why not speak with him 
about it and tell him how 
you feel?

Most times an open and 
honest conversation has 
the power to transform 
your feelings from being 
hurt to being listened to 
and understood.

DEAR ANNIE: I’ve 
been married to my hus-
band for 16 years. He 
and his ex-wife did not 
end on good terms.

We have never been 
invited to any holiday 
gatherings from his 
grown kids, who are mar-
ried and have kids of their 
own. We are, of course, 
invited to all the grand-
kid’s birthday parties.

In the past, I have tried 
to plan Christmas gath-
erings, but my texts were 
ignored. I delivered 
Christmas gifts every 
year after Christmas and 
sometimes into March. 
We didn’t get to see the 
kids open presents.

So, last year, I decided 
I was not going to be 
Santa anymore since we 
are never extended an 
invite to join them for 
Christmas. My kids call 
me and ask what the 
plans are for Christmas. 
His kids, crickets.

I feel bad for my hus-
band because they never 
plan a birthday, holiday 
or even a visit. Father’s 
Day is no different. Any 
other blended families 
have this problem? — 
STEPMOM

DEAR STEPMOM: 
This has to be most diffi -
cult on your husband, but 
ultimately it is up to him 

to repair his relationship 
with his adult children 
and find out why they 
ignore you and your invi-
tations for Christmas 
gatherings.

It is nice that you go to 
the grandkids’ birthday 
parties. This indicates that 
the relationship is not 
beyond repair. It sounds 
like there is hope. But it 
also sounds like there is a 
lot of anger about the 
divorce directed at your 
husband, and the best 
thing you can do is sup-
port your husband in tak-
ing the steps to repair any 
damage that was done.

As your husband is 
mending his relationship, 
try not to point out to him 
all the terrible ways they 
have treated him (he 
knows that), but rather 
focus on his actions and 
what he can do to control 
himself.

DEAR ANNIE: I am 
seeking advice on a very 
important and personal 
matter: my future mar-
riage.

I am a 30-year-old 
female who has dated my 
partner for seven years. 
We have lived together for 
two of those years. He 
embodies so many quali-
ties I admire, and I feel a 
deep love for him within 
my soul.

I know our future is 
going to work out because 
we have similar goals, val-
ues, a plan for marriage 
and ideas about where we 
want to live. Knowing this 
brings me a sense of secu-
rity and safety.

I am writing because I 
feel an overwhelming 
loneliness inside. On a 
day-to-day basis, I feel we 
lack emotional intimacy, 
despite my efforts to culti-
vate it. We rarely spend 
time together; his priori-
ties are his career and his 
circle of friends.

I have had heart-to-
heart talks with him about 
this and receive empathy 
in the moment, but there 
have been no actionable 
changes. Ultimately, I 
don’t feel like a cherished 
priority.

I’m having trouble dis-
cerning if this is normal as 
relationships evolve over 
time? Or if we fundamen-

tally have differences in 
the closeness we desire 
from a partner. —  
LONELY IN LOVE

DEAR LONELY IN 
LOVE: I am sorry that you 
are feeling a loneliness 
inside. It certainly could 
be due to you feeling like 
your boyfriend puts his 
career and circle of 
friends ahead of you, but 
it could also be an old 
childhood wound that 
needs tending to. I would 
suggest the help of a ther-
apist to get you out of the 
feelings of loneliness.

When you’ve had your 
heart-to-heart talks with 
your partner, have you 
told him exactly how you 
feel? That you would like 
more time spent together 
and more intimacy?

It could be that you are 
different in your funda-
mental closeness and it 
might not work, but you 
have to have the conver-
sation first so that he 
knows how you’re feeling.

Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2024 
CREATORS.COM.

Gift giving gone wrong

Being overly concerned at the gym

by Anna Lizer

5 Out Of 5

I’ve been on the hunt 
for an awesome cosmetic 
case for a while now.

Whenever I travel, I 
usually stuff all of my 
skincare and makeup 
products into a few sepa-
rate cosmetic bags. They 
are all bulky, annoying to 
carry and it’s difficult to 
find the item I am looking 
for when it’s floating 
around at the bottom of 
some unmarked bag.

Yes, I could just mini-
mize the products I use 
when I travel, but that’s 
unfortunately just not 
who I am. I like my stuff 
and I want to bring it 
with me.

With a few 2024 trips 
on the horizon, I figured 
Christmas was the per-
fect time to find the uni-
corn bag I was looking 
for.

Every Christmas, my 
sisters and I do a gift 
exchange where we each 
purchase a few gifts for 
one sister. We send over 
a wishlist of potential 

things we might want and 
then let the sister decide 
what she is going to pur-
chase. This year, our 
budget was $150.

I wasn’t even sure what 
to ask for within the allot-
ted budget. Instead of 
sending a wishlist to my 

sister, I told her I was 
looking for a large, clear 
cosmetics case that was 
great for travel and could 
hold all of my stuff.

She accepted the chal-
lenge and I figured it was 
most likely a lost cause.

L o  a n d  b e h o l d , 

Christmas morning rolls 
around and I open up my 
gifts from my sister, 
Abby.

When I saw the Calpak 
Cosmetics Case, I was so 
impressed. This thing is 
so durable yet also super 

lightweight. The middle 
of the bag unzips and two 
spacious, clear compart-
ments lay flat for easy 
access.

I got the largest size, 
but the bag also comes in 
two smaller sizes if you 
aren’t a hoarder like me.

After using it a few 
weeks now, I can safely 
say this is my absolute 
favorite bag I’ve ever 
owned. I never forget any-
thing because it’s all 
clearly laid out and easy 
to see. The top handle 
makes it easy to carry and 
it fl attens perfectly to fi t 
in a suitcase or duffl e bag.

It ’s incredibly dura-
ble, easy to wipe down 
if there are any spills 
and perfect  for  TSA 
inspection. In addition, 
it has about 15 differ-
ent trim color options 
to fit your loved one’s 
personal style.

The price point is  a 
l i t t le high at  $95,  but 
t h e  q u a l i t y  i s  s o 
impressive I think the 

price is justified.
Is it too aggressive to 

say I am actually in love 
with this cosmetics case?

If anyone in your fam-
ily travels frequently or 
loves to keep all of their 
toi letry i tems in one 
bag, this is a must-pur-
chase gift for them. You 
can purchase the Calpak 
Cosmetic Case at cal-
paktravel.com.

I am giving this prod-
uct 5 out of 5 alligators 
because it’s made to last 
and is the perfect travel 
accessory. 

We LOVE testing out 
new th ings !  Te l l  us 
about your favorite item 
or something you want 
us to try for you! Drop 
us a l ine at  media@
grossepointenews.com.
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All wines are “alive” —
at least in the sense that 
they start out when 
they’re young tasting 
fresh and vibrant and as 
they mature, they either 
improve or decline based 
on what the winemaking 
process was all about.

All wines differ. Some 
are intended to be con-
sumed as soon as possi-
ble. To do otherwise risks 
losing youthful charms. 
In the case of classic red 
wines, most are best 
when they’re aged in a 
cool wine cellar for a 
decade, or much longer.

Since the life cycle of 
some wines cannot be 
determined until the 
cork is pulled or the 
screwcap removed, the 
consumer usually is left 
without much insight as 
to how to deal with wines 
that aren’t perfect when 
they are fi rst opened. 

Here is where creative 
people know that they 
can impact the situation 

to their advantage. 
Al though i t  won’t 
improve a poor wine, the 
proper use of a decanter 
can expand wines with 
minor flaws and allow 
them to display more of 
their appropriate charac-
teristics.

If a white wine is released 
too soon (a common prac-
tice in the recent years), buy-
ers can decant the wines to 
allow the aromas to develop 
and rid the wine of slight 
“off” odors that blunt the 
wines’ real charms.

R i e s l i n g  a n d 
Gewurztraminer and other 
aromatic varieties (such as 
pinot grigio and Viognier) 
benefi t from decanting. 

One reason for decant-
ing whites is that some of 
them (notably those 
sealed with a screwcap) 
usually have a dose of 
sulfur dioxide (SO2) 
added to preserve fresh-
ness. This can leave them 
with a hint of a matchstick 
aroma. Decanting aerates 

the wine and gets rid of 
most SO2. Other aromas 
that are not supposed to 
be in wine can aerate off 
by decanting, too.

Most people who regu-
larly consume red wines 
know that decanting them 
is usually a good idea. For 
one thing, younger reds 
need time to recover from 
fermentation. Most young 
reds have had no time for 
the fl avors to knit. Aeration 
helps that process. 

Even inexpensive reds 
wines can benefit and 
“come together” with aera-
tion. This includes 
almost all wines you fi nd 
on restaurant wine lists 
these days.

Also, many mature 
red wines get a bit 
“funky” after years in the 
bottle and can benefit 
from aeration. All quality 
restaurants should be 
prepared to decant any 
wine the diner requests. 
It’s one of the reasons we 
pay such a premium for 
wine in restaurants. 

Also, red wines that 
are a bit too young to 
drink almost all benefi t 
from decanting, allowing 
the wines to “breathe” 
and open up. 

Simply pulling the 
cork on a bottle of wine 
does very little to allow 
the wine the aeration it 
needs to develop addi-

tional character. The 
amount of air that gets 
into the neck of the bot-
tle is so small as to be 
negligible.

If you don’t have a 
proper decanter appropri-
ate for wine, simply pour 
the wine into a water 
pitcher that has been 
cleaned and has no extra-
neous aromas of its own.

Wine of the Week:
2018 Stellina di Notte 

pinot grigio, Delle 
Venezie ($8) — Most 
pinot grigios from Italy 
that sell for less than $10 
can be somewhat neutral 
in character, but this one 
is really fascinating since 
it is already a few years 
older. That might scare 
some people who believe 
that all such wines 
should be consumed 
immediately; older isn’t 
better. But the extra time 
in the bottle has given 
this wine a little more 
personality, and although 
it is slightly sweet, it is 
nicely balanced with 
good acidity, and it can 
be found for about $6.

To fi nd out more about 
Sonoma County resident 
Dan Berger, visit the 
Creators Syndicate web-
page at www.creators.
com. COPYRIGHT 2024 
CREATORS.COM.

This month haunts us 
for a year. Maybe in a 
good way, also maybe in 
a way we don’t want to 
accept. But it’s here.

It is a nice tradition to 
reset and refocus on 
your best self. When my 
daughter threw up on 
the fl oor after dinner on 
Jan. 3, I needed a glass 
of wine. When she 
couldn’t kick it for seven 
more days, I needed a 
glass of wine.

Dry January is a lovely 
thought but trying when 
everyone is sick and there 
are countless stresses in 
your life it doesn’t make 
it easy. 

Yes, stress can be dealt 
with lots of fruit, vegeta-
bles, exercise and a brave 
face. But sometimes 
that’s not so simple. Life 
happens and people need 
you and sometimes a 
glass of wine is OK.

My suggestion is  a 
moderate approach to a 
few things and not hard 
core on just one.

I’m sharing two mock-
tails with you today for 
the brave ones. These 
are legit and really good. 
A fancy cocktail glass 
makes everything better. 

A mocktail mule is so 
lovely with bubbly ginger 
beer, lime and mint. 
Lemon and basil are a 
perfect combination for a 
refreshing spritzer drink.

Muddled herbs are 
always a delight and a 
great infusion with cit-
rus. Give these a try and 
enjoy in front of a beauti-
ful warm fi re. 

Cheers, Mombeau

Mocktail Mule

1 cup ginger beer

Juice from 1 lime

2 tbsp simple syrup

2 tbsp mint, plus some 
for garnish

Crushed ice

If you don’t have 
crushed ice, use a zip-
lock bag to crush it up 
with a meat mallet.

In a mule mug (or fancy 
glass), tear the mint into 
small pieces and add the 
lime juice and simple syrup.

Pour in the crushed ice 
and top with ginger beer. 
Garnish with a lime wedge 

and extra mint.

Lemon Basil Spritzer

2 tbsp simple syrup

1 cup club soda

2 tbsp simple syrup 
(recipe below)

2 tbsp muddled basil

Crushed ice

With this recipe, I actu-
ally used the back of a 
knife to “muddle” the basil 
on a cutting board. You 
want to release all the oils.

Place the basil in a 
beautiful glass and top 
with the lemon juice, 
crushed ice, simple syrup 
and soda.

You can do this in a 
cocktail shaker, shake 
and pour. But I love the 
crushed ice texture.

Simple Syrup

½ cup sugar

½ cup water

Heat over medium low 
heat until sugar dis-
solves.

Courtesy of Mombeau’s Table

Wine  Talk
by Dan Bergerby Dan Berger

Damp January

Decanting wine
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By Donna Zetterlund
Special Writer

The challenges of the past few years of 
a pandemic have reiterated the fact that 
nothing is as important as good health. It 
provides not only every basic function for life, 

and the energy needed to accomplish goals 
and live happily. The reality is that getting 
there is different for everyone.

For those interested in a customized 
integrated approach to healthcare, there is 
Healthspan. Located in Grosse Pointe Farms, 
Dr. Ginette Gomez and her team are on hand 
to provide expertise to help maximize good 
holistic health and guide clients on how to 
be  proactive in preventing common diseases 
that age the body and challenge longevity. 

The team is quick to remind their patients  
that optimizing health goes beyond the 
scale. Healthspan’s 12-week Balanced Body 
Program is designed to create sustainable 
lifestyle habits that support healthy body 
composition and overall well-being. Whether 
the goal is to gain muscle, improve bone 

perfect balance of healthy lifestyle practices, 
the Healthspan team makes it easier to 
develop and maintain lasting vibrant health. 
Total costs for the program are $1,980.00 or 
$165.00 per week.

The program takes a deep-dive into three 
top pillars of good health: Cardiology, 

approach, the Healthspan care team of 
experts guide each client toward a “balanced 
body” that branches out to encompass 
many areas of optimal wellness. Though 
the program works  on body composition, 

comprehensive one — which includes food, 
movement, stress management and more.

Cardiologist Dr. Gomez, DO, Registered 
Dietitian Meghan Pendleton, and ACE-

The team works closely together to 
ensure each client’s needs are completely 
met. A belief in prevention, collaboration, 
inclusiveness and sensitivity toward every 
patient sets this team’s work apart from any 
other program.

approach, or that ‘healthy’ has to look any 

own unique program goals based on health 

assessments and nutrition testing. Our 

better health and a better life,” Dr. Gomez 
emphasized.

Healthspan is located at 18450 Mack Ave., 
Suite 101. To schedule an appointment, email 
Dr. Gomez and team at info@drginette.co, 
DM “RECOMP” or call (734) 626-5522.

Let this be the year you create the best version of yourself — from the inside out!
Healthspan has a team of pros assembled and waiting to guide you on your path.

2024 NEW YEAR, NEW YOU

MONTH 1
WEEK 1 
Initial visit plus Rx labwork 

WEEK 2

WEEK 3 
Labwork with follow up and health 
coaching session

WEEK 4
Counseling with a review of labwork 

MONTH 2
WEEK 1 
Self practice

WEEK 2
Health coaching session

WEEK 3 
Self practice

WEEK 4
Nutrition session 

MONTH 3
WEEK 1 
Self practice

WEEK 2
Health coaching session

WEEK 3 
Self practice

WEEK 4
Nutrition session and care team 
assessment

BODY COMPOSITION IS A 
SPRINGBOARD TO GOOD HEALTH
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A RELATIONSHIP BUILT ON 
TRUST MAKES A DIFFERENCE

GOOD NUTRITION BUILDS 
ROBUST CELLULAR HEALTH

HEALTHSPAN’S
BALANCED BODY PROGRAM
An integrative lifestyle-approach to body composition and 
weight management using three core pillars of health

Cardiology
• Includes a comprehensive physical exam and review of bloodwork

• Creation of a personalized health plan focused on the risk reduction of 
disease and an emphasis on extending longevity

Nutrition
• Includes metabolic rate testing

• Counseling sessions with a complete bloodwork review

• A personalized nutrition plan

Fitness
• Includes the creation of a personalized exercise plan

ADD SOMADOME SESSIONS TO 
PROVIDE FOCUS AND STRESS RELIEF

meditation and introspection in 
the new year is a great resolution 
for reducing stress. By using the 
Somadome, you’ll improve the 
overall calm that supports more 
robust holistic health. 

Surveys conducted on its  ef-
fects on concentration, mind-
fulness and anxiety symptoms 
found that a single dome session 
reduced stress in 100% of the 
participants. The binaural beats 
used with Somadome affect the 
brain in areas of mood, atten-
tion, and perception of sensory 
information.

For more information on 
Healthspan’s Somadome treat-
ments or to make appointments, 
call  (734) 626-5522.

Routine exercise can be 

ages. Adults who want to be 
more physically active can 
speak with their physicians 
and ask these three questions 
to ensure the transition from 
a sedentary to a more active 
lifestyle goes smoothly.

Doctors may already be 
monitoring patients’ hearts 
even if they have not exhibited 
symptoms of heart problems in 
the past. However, it’s best to 
discuss heart health in greater 
detail prior to beginning a 

of heart attack or cardiac 
complications may slightly 
increase when individuals 
begin to participate in a new  
moderate-to-intense activity. 
So a physician might want to 

conduct a heart checkup in 
order to determine if a patient 
has an underlying heart 
condition.

Physicians can recommend 
certain activities depending 
on a person’s age and medical 
background. Though exercise 

certain activities may not be. 
For example, AdventHealth 
notes that high-impact 
activities like jogging and 
jump rope may not be suited 
for individuals with arthritis or 
chronic pain. 

Prescription medication use 
is another variable that must 

be taken into consideration 
before beginning a new exercise 
program. Each medication 
produces different effects, 
and a 2016 study published 
in the Methodist DeBakey 
Cardiovascular Journal noted 
that certain medications 
evoke an acute drop in blood 
pressure, which can disturb 
balance and increase fall risk, 
while others actually facilitate 
greater improvements in health 
outcomes. That means the 
dynamic between medications 
and exercise is unique to each 
medication, which underscores 
the importance of speaking 
with a physician whenever 

medication is started.
There are many health 

body regularly, and a trusted 
physician can help guide you 
on what will work best for you.

Questions before exercise can help

Blueberries may improve exercise recovery 
rates. A 2018 study has shown that eating 
blueberries can increase muscle strength 
recovery. This low-calorie treat is not only 
delicious, but also provides antioxidant 

along with all its amazing perks!

Did you know?
Fun facts about the incredible blueberry
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Sgt. Dave (Frank Magree) with the evidence.

Danny and his buds.

Left, Miranda Otto as Glenda Lake and Rhys Ifans as Danny Morgan at the 
ball.

MOVIE REVIEW
“Danny Deckchair”
2003 - Rated PG 13

1 hr 40 min
★★★★✩

Are you suffering from 
the mid-winter blues? Or 
feeling post-holiday mal-
aise? Do you miss seeing 
that elusive orange orb in 
the sky AKA “the sun?”  
Well I have the perfect 
cure for you. Just give the 
delightful rom-com 
“Danny Deckchair” a 
viewing and if you’re not 
in a better mood, you need 
to check your vital signs.

It’s sort of an Australian 
Frank Capra movie the 
whole family will get a 
kick out of.

I first watched this 
quirky, offbeat little rom-
com many moons ago and 
recently gave it another 
shot. It was every bit as fun 
and enjoyable as I remem-
bered. Maybe even better.

As I recall, it was the fi rst 
movie I’d seen Rhys Ifans 
in. He certainly has made 
a number of memorable 
fi lms over the years includ-
ing “Notting Hill,” 
“Snowden,” “The Amazing 
Spider-Man,” and a fi lm I 
recently reviewed here, 

the excellent “Nyad.” His 
IMDb bio shows he’s acted 
in a whopping 87 fi lms and 
TV shows! Not too shabby, 
Mr. Ifans!  

Danny Morgan (Ifans) is 
a simple, scruffy cement 
worker living with his girl-
friend Trudy (Justine 
Clarke) in Sydney, 
Australia.  He’s been look-
ing forward to a camping 
holiday all year. When 
Trudy foils his plans so she 
can pursue a news anchor 
named Sandy played by 
Rhys Muldoon, she 
arranges a backyard BBQ 
to appease him. At the 
party he rents a mess of 
helium tanks and fi lls up a 
bunch of balloons and 
attaches them to a lawn 
chair. Danny jokingly 
threatens to fly away in 
this contraption and acci-
dently actually ends up 
floating away — leaving 
the gardening shears he 
was going to use to release 
the balloons and help him 
descend, behind. And the 
adventure begins.

There’s an absolutely 
wonderful scene when 
Danny is soaring across 
the sky just as a major fi re-
works display begins. I’m 
not sure how this was

achieved, but it doesn’t 
look like CGI was involved. 
It’s just one of the many 
memorable moments in 
this thoroughly charming 
fi lm. 

Danny fl ies through the 
night and through a major 
thunderstorm, and crashes 
into the backyard of 
Glenda Lake (Miranda 
Otto), in the small town of 
Clarence’s lovely meter 
maid. 

The townsfolk at first 
think he’s an alien. 
However the couple 
makes up a story about 
him being her old college 
professor paying her a 
visit and thus Danny is 
reborn. And what a trans-
formation. He becomes a 
happy-go-lucky, carefree 
bloke the whole town 
loves.

After a haircut and 
shave, he becomes the 
town dandy and all the 
women swoon over him. 
He even gets involved in 

local affairs, stumping for 
a politician, extolling the 
importance of the little 
guy. Who wouldn’t love a 
chance to start over like 
Danny?

Danny and Glenda start 
to get serious, much to the 
envy of the other women 
in town.

The two actors have 
wonderful on-screen 
chemistry. It also irks 
Glenda’s former suitor, 
police Sgt. Dave (Frank 
Magree). He’s a bit suspi-
cious of Danny and starts 
investigating into who he 
really is.

Every good story has to 
have an antagonist, 
doesn’t it?  I won’t give 
anything more about the 
movie away, but let’s just 
say, you won’t be disap-
pointed. 

“Danny Deckchair” was 
written and directed by 
J e f f  B a l s m e y e r . 
Unfortunately he’s only 
made a couple movies and 
is better known as a story-
board artist and second 
assistant director.

Believe it or not, the fi lm 
was inspired by a true 
story. In 1982 “Lawnchair 
Larry” Walters took to the 
air in a lawnchair with 45 
helium-filled balloons 
attached to it from San 
Pedro, Calif.

During his 45-minute 
fl ight he reached an alti-
tude of 16,000 feet, much 
to the dismay of local air 
traffic controllers. That 

was just the starting point 
for this marvelous tale. 

The story also evokes 
memories of “The Wizard 
of Oz,” with Danny being 
transported to a new 
world, much like Dorothy 
was. And I don’t think it’s 
a coincidence that one of 
the lead characters is 
named Glenda. I’m sure 
you can pick out other 
“Oz” references. 

If you’re looking for an 
offbeat, quirky, fun movie 
the whole family will 
enjoy, be sure to give 
“Danny Deckchair” a 
watch. 

Currently streaming for 
free on YouTube. 

My rating system:

★ A real stinker. A 
movie that is so bad,
you’re embarrassed to 
admit you’ve seen it, 
but you have to rate it 
nonetheless. 

★★ So-so. Not a total 
waste of time, but you 
would have been better 
off reading a good book. 

★★★ Pretty good. In
fact, if there weren’t any 

other movies in your 
queue, you might watch 
it again.

★★★★ One you’d
recommend to friends.

★★★★★ So good
you’d actually go out and 
buy it! 

About this column:

My main focus is on
films that I feel have
gone under the radar and 
deserve more recognition.

They include both 
mainstream and indie 
films streaming on ser-
v ices  l ike  Net f l ix , 
Hoopla, and Kanopy. 

I’ll also review note-
worthy new theatrical 
releases as well.

For movie trailers, visit 
youtube.com.

If you have any sugges-
tions, feel free to email me at: 
dominmark@yahoo.com. 

Also, if you’re look-
ing for more recom-
mendations, be sure 
to check out my blog: 
m o v i e j u n k i e m a r k .
blogspot.com.

Movie Junkie Mark
by Mark Domin

Above, the big 
BBQ bash and 
right, Danny 
(Ifans) and 
Glenda (Otto) 
hit the road.

Soaring in the middle of the fi reworks.

Danny’s ex-girlfriend Trudy played by Justine Clarke.

                                                                                                         PHOTOS COURTESY OF CRUSADER ENTERTAINMENT AND MACQUARIE FILM CORPORATION

Rhys Ifans as Danny in the 2003 movie “Danny Deckchair,” directed by Jeff Balsmeyer.
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Weekly HoroscopesWeekly HoroscopesWeekly Horoscopes
Royal StarsRoyal StarsRoyal Stars
Moon Alert: Avoid 

shopping or important 
decisions from 3 a.m. to 
3:30 a.m. EST today 
(12:01 a.m. to 12:30 a.m. 
PST.) After that, the 
Moon moves from Aries 
into Taurus.

Happy Birthday for 
Thursday, January 18, 
2024:

You’re a dreamer. You 
have excellent powers of 
imagination, plus a quick 
wit and a flippant style. 
This is the fi nal year of a 
nine-year cycle for you, 
which means it’s time to let 
go of people, places and 
things that have held you 
back. Commune with 
nature.

ARIES
(March 21-April 19)
This is an excellent 

day for financial plan-
ning or drawing up a 
budget. Research will 
pay off. A discussion 
with someone older or 
m o r e  e x p e r i e n c e d 
could be helpful to 
you. Meanwhile, you 
might earn praise from 
bosses, parents and 
VIPs for your practical 
suggestions. Tonight: 
Profits!

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)

This will be a produc-
tive day for you because 
the Moon is in your sign 
dancing beautifully with 
Saturn, which in turn is 
lined up with Mercury. 
It’s an excellent day to 
make travel plans. It’s a 
good day to promote your 
ideas about publishing, 
legal matters or medicine 
and higher education. 
Tonight: You’re pumped!

GEMINI
(May 21-June 20)

Any kind of behind-
the-scenes research will 
pay off today and ulti-
mately benefi t your part-
ner, shared property or 
discussions about inheri-
tances, insurance issues 
and taxes. A boss or par-
ent might be involved. 
It’s a solid day for deci-
sions! Tonight: Research.

CANCER
(June 21-July 22)

Important discussions 
might take place today. 
They might initiate with a 
female colleague, either a 
friend or a member of a 
group. It could involve 
travel plans or something to 
do with publishing, higher 
education or legal matters 
that involve your partner or 
spouse. Tonight: Schmooze.

LEO
(July 23-Aug. 22)

People notice you 
today. One of the things 
they might notice is your 
practical suggestions that 
relate to work, your health 
or a pet. These sugges-
tions might involve reduc-
ing costs or getting the 
best bang for your buck. 
You’re a big spender but 
surprisingly practical 
when you want to be. 
Tonight: You’re admired.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

You will be produc-
tive today because you 
want to explore new 
ideas and go beyond 
your comfort zone or 
your daily habits. As a 
result, discussions with 
your kids or your part-
ner might result in fab-
ulous travel plans or 
something to do with a 
social outing or the 
arts. Tonight: Explore!

LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

This is an excellent day 
for discussions about taxes, 
debt, shared property, 
inheritances and all that 
red-tape stuff that we like to 
avoid. Practical ideas about 
how to make home repairs 
or improve a family situa-
tion could be a result that 
benefits everyone. Bravo! 
Tonight: Check your 
fi nances!

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

Be receptive to sugges-
tions from others, espe-
cially partners and close 
friends, because they might 
have some practical ideas 
that will benefi t you or your 

kids. Sit down and learn 
something new. Make a 
plan for the future. 
Tomorrow depends on 
what we do today. Tonight: 
Vigorous discussions.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

Your efficiency and 
effectiveness at work (or 
in any job that you set 
for yourself today) will 
result in solidifying or 
improving your home 
base in some way. You 
might see ways to boost 
your earnings, which 
will bring this about. 
Tonight: Work.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

This is a solid, practical 
and productive day! Listen 
to the advice of others. 
Likewise, share your own 
wise words about how to 
do things, how to cut costs, 
how to save money and 
how to reduce waste. 
These are all areas of your 
Capricorn expertise. 
Tonight: Play!

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

Research plus the advice 
of someone older or more 
experienced might help 
you in matters related to 
real estate or a family situ-
ation. It’s possible for you 
to get richer through real 
estate or improving your 
home this year. Perhaps 
someone has ideas that 
will help you. Tonight: 
Relax.

PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20)

Make an effort to share 
ideas with others, espe-
cially someone younger, 
because the result will be 
a practical advantage, per-
haps in dealing with oth-
ers. Or perhaps the 
advantage is important 
information that you need 
to know. Listen and teach. 
Tonight: Conversations!

BORN TODAY
Actor Kevin Costner 

(1955), actor Dave 
Bautista (1969), actor 
Mark Rylance (1960).
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Contract BridgeContract Bridge
EVEN EXPERTS ARE HUMAN

Bridge is much too difficult a game 
for anyone to always play perfectly. 
Mistakes are fairly frequent, even at 
the highest level. The most that anyone 
can realistically hope to do is to hold 
their mistakes to a minimum.

Consider this deal from the 1977 
world championship match between 
the United States and Sweden. When 
the U.S held the North-South cards, 
the bidding went as shown. North’s 

two-club bid over one notrump showed 
length in both major suits.

West led a diamond against four hearts 
doubled, and the American declarer 
took East’s king with the ace. A trump 
to dummy’s queen, West following low, 
revealed the 3-0 trump division. South 
then returned to his hand with a dia-
mond and this time led a spade.

West followed low, as most defend-
ers would, and declarer went up with 
the king, since West was marked by 
the bidding with the ace of spades. 
Next came a low spade to West’s ace, 
after which it didn’t matter what West 
played next. With proper play, South 
was bound to make the contract.

However, West could have defeated 
four hearts by going up with the ace of 
spades at trick four and exiting with a 
spade. South would then have found it 
impossible to stop West from scoring 
two trump tricks with the A-J no matter 
how he continued.

It is not difficult to prove that the 
correct play at trick four was for West 
to go up with the ace of spades and 
return the suit. But in the heat of battle 
— when a defender does not have the 
time to analyze a situation completely 
and instead reacts instinctively — it is 
easy to make a mistake. West was only 
doing what came naturally.

©2024 King Features Syndicate Inc.

by Steve Becker

Color The Picture

Find 7 Differences
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Garfield                                                                       Jim Davis
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Beetle Bailey                                          Greg, Brian, Neal and Mort Walker

Flying McCoys           Glenn McCoyZiggy                          Tom Wilson

Wizard of Id       Created by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart. Currently by Mason Mastroianni

Andy Capp                                                                 Reg Smythe 
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Complete the
grid so every row,
column and 3 x 3
box contains
every digit from
1 to 9 inclusively.

Previous puzzle
solution
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Blondie                                                                     Chris and Dean Young
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Family Circus                                        Bill and Jeff Keane

“Hairspray won’t keep him
from melting.”

©2024 Bill Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

Universal Crossword

© 2024 by Andrews McMeel Universal
www.upuzzles.com

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER

Edited by David Steinberg January 18, 2024

1/11 Solution

Dirt Floor by Rich Feely1/18

ACROSS
1 Rich’s 

opposite
5 Notary’s tool

10 First light
14 Where a 

gutter is 
mounted

15 More know-
ledgeable

16 High 
woodwind

17 Take suddenly
18 Place for 

a tattoo or 
bracelet

19 Penny
20 Crystal ball, 

e.g.
22 Butter bit
24 Action figure 

that inspired 
a movie 
series

27 Health org. 
based in 
Atlanta

30 Musical 
finales

34 Like a 
34-degree 
angle

35 British singer 
Rita

36 Fish such as 
a steelhead

37 Like a cherry 
tomato

38 Requirements
41 Org. that 

ranked Chris 
Evert as its 
first No. 1 
player

42 Unfavorable 
votes

44 United-
Healthcare 
competitor

45 Tight-fitting
46 Said 

“I double-
dog-dare 
you” to, say

48 Personal 
website 
section

50 Enlarging, as 
a hole

51 Chocolate 
confections

52 Strictness
53 Currently 

occupied
54 They 

surround 
Swiss valleys

55 W. Hemi-
sphere 
alliance

57 Hoax
59 Mark from 

a surgeon
60 A Great Lake
62 Cookie in a 

certain DQ 
Blizzard

64 “Well ... I’ll 
pass”

65 Actress 
Dickinson or 
Harmon

66 Affliction 
treated by VA 
clinics

67 Pharma 
products

68 People you 
look up to

69 Fish in the 
herring 
family

DOWN
1 Good name 

for a cribbage 
player?

2 Rower’s tool
3 Female 

gametes
4 New start 

for a movie 
series

5 Mop, on deck
6 Shortbread 

container
7 Request
8 Director 

Brooks

9 Word before 
“school” or 
“cook”

10 Edit 
dishonestly

11 Prez on a 
19-Across

12 Came in first
13 Volleyball 

court divider
21 Marsh plant
23 Play parts
24 Collect, as 

accolades
25 Long cold 

spell
26 She wore 

Dorothy’s 
ruby slippers

27 Beginning to 
see a point, 
informally

28 Pull along
29 Dispensary 

liquid
31 Humble ... 

or a hint 
regarding 
the last 4-6 
letters of 26-, 
27- and 29-
Down

32 Leaf-peeping 
season

33 Decorates for 
showings

39 Cheap, in 
branding

40 Apply 
lightly

43 Athletes with 
other jobs, 
perhaps

45 Where heros 
are made

47 Investigates
49 Burden
54 High point
56 2010s Best 

Picture 
winner set 
in Tehran

58 City near 
Phoenix

59 Add up
60 Yes, in 

Japanese
61 Nintendo’s 

Super ___
63 A bit strange

1/18
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Over The Hedge                                              Michael Fry and T. Lewis

F Minus                                                                             Tony Carrilo
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Reality Check          Dave Whamond Bizarro             Dan Piraro and Wayno

Hagar The Horrible                                      Dik Browne and Chris Browne

Wumo                                                Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler 

B.C.                                                     Johnny Hart and Mason Mastroianni 

Peanuts                                                                                                                                               Charles M. Schulz

Carpe Diem                                                            Niklas Eriksson

“Don’t worry.  Your bones will still
be there when the snow melts”

The Lockhorns       Bill Hoest,         Bunny Hoest and John Reiner

Hank Ketchum, Scott Ketchum,

t
Comics

Crankshaft                                                           Tom Batiuk and Dan Davis
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Crock                                                      Created by Bill Rechin and Brant Parker 

Marmaduke                                    Paul & Brad Anderson

Mother Goose and Grim                                              Mike Peters

“WE  WERE  TIRED,  SO  WE  CAME
INSIDE  TO  REBOOT!” 

Close To Home                                    John McPherson

Dennis the Menace            Ron Ferdinand and Marcus Hamilton
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“I’LL,  BET  THIS  IS  THE  SNOW  SHOVEL  SISYPHUS  USED.” 
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Service Starts at Home

School Sign Painter
Write in the missing vowels to complete 

these signs.

Take a look at this list of MLK, Jr. Day Service ideas. 
Then look at each picture. Number the project you 

think each kid chose in the circles.
Clearing an elderly neighbor’s 
sidewalk.

Collecting canned goods for a 
food bank.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Help coach a younger child’s team.

Help a neighbor with some yardwork.

Play a game at the senior center.

      ervice was at the heart of Martin Luther King’s 
  philosophy. He urged Americans to take action to 
        improve the lives of others.

In 1994, Congress passed the King 
Holiday and Service Act to support 
efforts to make the King holiday 
a day of service. Since then, 
millions of Americans have 
honored the memory of 
Dr. King by making 
Martin Luther King Day 
as a “day on” instead of a 
“day off.”

People across the nation spend 
Martin Luther King Day volunteering 
to make their communities better places. Some will plant 
community gardens, clean up parks or beaches, and 
others will read to children or the elderly.

Look through the
newspaper to find:

An organization
that helps others
A person helping
others
Adjectives about
helping
Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day
events

Standards Link: Civics: Know 
how various American holidays 

reflect values, principles and 
beliefs of Americans.

Sometimes the best place to be of service is in your own 
home. Make a list of five things you could do on Martin 
Luther King Day to help your mom, dad, a grandparent, 
brother, sister or neighbor.

         any communities have a place 
   that helps volunteers find ways 
to help others. Write the letter that 
comes after each letter of the alphabet 
on the spaces at right to find a place 
you can call to see how you can be of 
service to your community.

© 2024 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 40, No. 7

Make a 
Difference

Write about how you make 
a difference in someone’s 
life within your family, 
your school, or in your 

community.

The verb volunteer means 
to work or help someone 

for no pay.

VOLUNTEER

Try to use the word volunteer 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

The fourth grade students 
volunteer to read to the 
kindergarten students.

This week’s word:

These students helped with a park clean up. How many bags of trash did each student 
fill? Use the clues to complete the chart.

Trash Bag Team

The 4 students filled a total of 15 bags.

None of the students filled the same 
number of bags.

Owen filled 
3 less than 
Cassidy.

Sam filled the 
most bags.

•

•

•

•

• No one filled more than 7 bags.

• Cassidy filled 5 bags.

Standards Link: Mathematical Reasoning: Use a variety of strategies to solve problems.
Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.
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ACTION
CLUES
GARDENS
GREAT
HELPING
HOLIDAY
HOME
IDEAS
KING
PROJECT
MEMORY
DAY
READ
SERVICE
STUDENTS

Standards Link: Use the newspaper to locate information.

Problems in the News
Reading your local newspaper is a great way 
to learn how to help your community. Look 
through today’s newspaper and find one or 
more problems in your community. Is there 
something you could do to help? ANSWER: It overslept.

Your family volunteered to help sweep 
around your school, but you’ll need the 

key to the supply closet. Can you get to it 
faster than a family member?

With hundreds of topics, every 
Kid Scoop  printable activity pack 
features six-to-seven pages of 
high-interest extra learning 
activities for home and 
school! Get your free 
sample today at:

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.WCCCD.EDU OR CALL 313-496-2600

ONE VISION, ONE DISTRICT, ONE COLLEGE
WAYNE COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT

01
18

24
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The University Liggett 
boys hockey team went 
into the Catholic League 
Cardinal Division cham-
pionship game last 
Saturday, Jan. 13, with a 
familiar task ahead. For 
a fi fth year in a row, the 
title game saw a matchup 
of Liggett against Ann 
Arbor Gabriel Richard 
and the Knights were 
able to avenge their 2023 
title game loss to the 
Irish with a 1-0 victory to 
take back the CHSL 
crown. 

“It was a great win,” 
Liggett boys hockey 
coach Colin Smith said 
after his team emerged 
victorious from this 
year’s CHSL tourna-
ment. “... The fi nal game 
was a defensive battle. 
Our positioning has 
been a huge improve-
ment in the last few 
weeks. After our loss to 
Fl int  Powers ( last 
Wednesday) we had a 
player-to-coach, heart-
to-heart meeting and the 
team really responded.”

The Knights entered 
the Catholic League 
tournament coming off a 
4-1 loss to defending 
Division 3 state champi-
ons  F l in t  Powers 
Catholic on Wednesday, 

Jan. 10. The team rallied 
and moved on Friday, 
Jan. 12, for its CHSL 
tournament semifinal 
m a t c h u p  a g a i n s t 
Cabrini. 

Liggett endured a 
nearly two-and-a-half-
hour bus ride through 
snow and ice to make it 
to Trenton for the game, 
but the long trip did not 
slow the Knights down 
one bit. Liggett rolled 
through the Monarchs 
for an 8-0 victory in the 

semifi nal, complete with 
a hat trick from captain 
Kevin Vreeken. Austin 
Allaer also netted two 
for a multi-goal night. 
Goalie Ben Wehrmann 
got the win and the shut-
out. 

Then it was on to the 
championship and the 
meeting with Gabriel 
Richard that has become 
all too familiar for the 
Knights. The Irish won 
last year’s title with a 5-4 
win in overtime, but this 

year’s championship 
was decided by defense 
and goaltending. 

Liggett won the game 
with the only goal for 
either side scored in the 
first period by junior 
Gary Stacy. It was then 
up to senior goaltender 
Maksim Johns to fend 
off the Irish the remain-
der of the game. He did 
just that, making 29 
saves in the shutout win. 

“Both of them are 
great,” Smith said about 

the performances in net 
by Johns and Wehrmann 
last weekend. “They 
feed off each other. No 
matter which one is in 
the net, the other one is 
supporting the heck out 
of them from the bench. 
They’re a great duo in 
practice and in the 
locker room. As a coach, 
it’s a dream when you 
have two goalies who 
are reliable and have the 
confidence where no 
matter who is in net, we 

know our goaltending is 
going to be superior.”

The Knights now enter 
the fi nal stretch of the 
regular season in late 
January and early 
February. Next up on 
the schedule is a meet-
ing with Romeo, hosted 
by Liggett at 5:30 p.m. 
Friday, Jan. 19.

The Catholic League 
championship win could 
serve as a huge momen-
tum boost for the 
Knights as they look 
toward the end of the 
season and, eventually, 
the state playoffs. For 
Smith, it is all about con-
tinuing to build on the 
improvements made in 
the league tournament 
in order to fi nish the reg-
ular season strong.

“This was a huge step-
ping stone for us,” Smith 
said. “We’ve been talk-
ing about some of the 
things we definitely 
need to improve on. 
Things like passing and 
fi nding lanes are a big 
one. Over the past few 
weeks, we’ve watched a 
lot of fi lm and are watch-
ing our mistakes, learn-
ing from our mistakes 
and I defi nitely saw that 
translate into this week-
end and want to see it 
turn into a building 
block now as we get into 
crunchtime.”

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Knights reclaim CHSL title in rematch

PHOTO BY BARBARA JOHNS

University Liggett boys hockey triumphed over Ann Arbor Gabriel Richard 1-0 on Saturday, Jan. 13, to 
win the CHSL Cardinal Division championship.

Grosse Pointe South 
senior Anne Wayman 
has come a long way 
since she began playing 
hockey at 9 years old. 
After playing several 

years at the Triple-A 
level for clubs like Belle 
Tire and Honey Baked, 
Wayman is having per-
haps the most fun she 
has ever had playing the 
game after deciding to 
spend her fi nal year of 
high school with South’s 

girls varsity hockey 
team.

“I fi gured that I would 
come over to South to 
try something new and 
was already friends 
with players on the 
team,” Wayman said. 
“They encouraged me 
and told me so many 
good things about (the 
team) and I really like it 
so far.”

The transition from 
Triple-A to high school 
has been fruitful both 
for Wayman and the 
Blue Devils as a whole. 
She currently is South’s 
team leader in points 
with 22, including eight 
goals and 14 assists 
through 15 games. 

Perhaps years of 
Triple-A hockey made 
Wayman more than pre-
pared to put up better 

statistics at the high 
school level. While get-
ting her name on the 
stat sheet more often is 
a bonus, it is the strong 
feeling of chemistry and 
support from her team-
mates and coaches that 
has made playing for 
South feel so different. 

“The skill level from 
Triple-A down to high 
school is very different, 
but I’ve been more suc-
cessful at the high 
school level,” she said. 
“Everyone is so support-
ive on the team. My 
coaches are really sup-
portive and I’ve been 
getting more playing 
time, so it’s been a 
really good experience.”

The goal for Wayman 
and South girls hockey 
this season is to com-
pete for a state champi-

onship. A title with her 
high school team would 
be a fi tting culmination 
of what Wayman has 
worked hard for her 
entire hockey career, 
ever since playing on 
backyard ice rinks built 
by her dad, Marty, a 
1990 South grad.

The team chemistry 
Wayman enjoys with 
South is emphasized by 
the way she plays the 
game. Leading the team 

in points with more 
assists than goals is a 
p r i m e  e x a m p l e . 
Wayman is a play-
maker, but with an eye 
for creating chances for 
anyone on the ice, 
always willing to share 
the wealth as long as it 
helps the team to vic-
tory.

“I always make sure 
to make smart plays on 

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

South’s Wayman making most of 
lone high school hockey season

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK 

ATH ETEATH ETE
OF THEWEEK

Anne WaymanAnne Wayman
School: Grosse Pointe South 
Sport: Hockey

Sponsored by Pointe Capital Management

PHOTO BY ERIN WAYMAN

Grosse Pointe South senior Anne Wayman is play-
ing her fi rst season of varsity hockey with the Blue 
Devils after spending years at the Triple-A level. 

•  Leads South girls hockey with 22 points 
thru 15 games 

•  14 of team-leading 22 points are assists

•  Playing first season with South varsity 
hockey, was previously with Belle Tire and 
Honey Baked

All the Way-man

See ATHLETE, page 2D
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Grosse Pointe South’s 
boys varsity swim and 
dive team earned a state 
cut in the 200 medley 
relay in the fi rst meet of 
the new year, giving the 
team state berths in all 
three relay events for 
the upcoming state fi nal 
meet in March.

That achievement 
came Saturday, Jan. 6, 
when the Blue Devils 
headed to Battle Creek 
to compete among 10 
teams in the Spartan 
Invi ta t ional .  South 
turned in some season-
best swims, including 

the 200 medley relay, 
and fi nished sixth over-
all. 

Some top swims came 
from senior Troy Liu, 
who took fi rst place in 
two events — the 50 free 
in 21.88 and the 100 free 
in 48.79. Senior co-cap-
tain Ben Bryan took 
third overall in the 100 
fl y in 53.23. Junior diver 
Troy Richard fi nished in 
eighth place among 22 
divers with 305.50 
points. 

T h e  S p a r t a n 
Invitational was part of 
a busy early January for 
the Blue Devils, who 
started the month by 
h o s t i n g  C h i p p e w a 

Valley Thursday, Jan. 4. 
Though South pulled off 
a 145-38 win, the meet 
proved challenging for 
the team, which had just 
completed an intense 
training period called 
“hell week” in the days 
leading up to it.

Thursday, Jan. 11, 
South hosted a quad 
meet over Dakota, De 
La Salle Collegiate and 
University Liggett. The 
Blue Devils finished 
first with 107 points. 
Dakota took second 
place with 43 points, 
followed by third place 
De La Salle (30) and 
fourth place Liggett (6). 
South won seven of the 
meet’s 12 events.

Liggett’s six points 
were earned by its one 
and only swimmer com-
peting for the school 
this season, sophomore 
Brendan Beland. Beland 
finished third in two 
events — the 500 free in 
5:14.72 and the 200 free 
in 1:53.40, the latter of 
which South’s Bryan 
won and also earned a 
state cut in the event in 
1:49.01.

South senior co-cap-
tain Liu also earned a 
state cut at the quad 
meet in the 100 back in 
57.29. 

North
Grosse Pointe North’s 

boys varsity swim and 
dive also got its regular 
season off to a winning 
start Thursday, Jan. 4, 
when the host Norsemen 
beat Sterling Heights 
Stevenson 117-50 in 
North’s fi rst dual meet 
of the season. North 

took fi rst place in eight 
of the meet’s 12 events. 

Norsemen co-captain 
Tommy Moreland took 
first in the 200 free 
(1:57.63) and 100 fly 
( 5 6 . 6 7 ) .  C o n n o r 
McMahon took fi rst in 
the 50 free (23.26) and 
100 breast (1:09.44), 
while freshman Brady 
Winbigler took top spot 
in the 500 free (5:24.42).

North swept all three 
re lays  against  the 
Titans, including the 
200 medley relay team 
of Winbigler, McMahon, 
Tyler Collins and Paul 
Stephens in 1:51.53. 
The 200 free relay team 
of Moreland, McMahon, 
Alex Robinson and 
Christian Torresi also 
took first place in 

1:39.21. In the third and 
fi nal team race, North 
took the top two spots 
in the 400 free relay. 
Moreland,  Torres i , 
Alejandro Delgado and 
Collins took first in 
4:00.63. The team of 
W i n b i g l e r ,  O w e n 
Johnston, Robinson and 
James Jewell finished 
second in 4:41.50.

Liggett’s Beland also 
competed alongside 
North and Stevenson, 
taking fi rst place in the 
100 free in 50.82.

North hosted its sec-
ond dual meet of the 
s e a s o n  a g a i n s t 
Eisenhower, taking its 
second straight win 
127–56 Tuesday, Jan. 9. 
North swept 11 of 12 
events, with the excep-

tion of diving, against 
the Eagles. 

Though the Norsemen 
are still looking to 
secure state cuts for the 
state final in March, 
head coach Kyle Kinyon 
said he can see his team 
making progress. 

“Some of my favorite 
moments of this season 
(have been) witnessing 
personal best swims by 
half the team, as well as 
seeing swimmers that 
are new to the sport 
understanding the pro-
cess of competitive 
swimming and tracking 
their progress each 
week,” he said.

North and South went 
head-to-head Tuesday, 
Jan. 16, at North after 
press time.

By Meg Leonard
Senior Editor

Boys swim and dive teams 
seeing early season success

PHOTO BY DAILEY JOGAN

South’s Troy Liu, center, fi nds himself in a tight race 
against teammate Ben Bryan, bottom, Jan. 11, in the 
100 fl y. Ultimately Bryan hedged forward to place 
fi rst in 55:65, just ahead of Liu’s second-place fi nish 
of 55.73.

PHOTO BY DAILEY JOGAN

Swimmers from Grosse Pointe South take off from the starting blocks in lanes 
4, 5 and 6, during a quad meet against Dakota, De La Salle and University 
Liggett Jan. 11.

the ice,” Wayman said. 
“I get more assists than 
goals and I always try 
to pass the puck when a 
teammate is open. I’ve 
always been told I need 
to shoot the puck more 
and I’m working on 
that. I’m a really aggres-
sive player and a team 
player. My coaches 
always call me a clutch 
player.”

Whether it is goals or 
assists, Wayman just 
cares about her points 
helping lead South to 

wins. This year, they 
largely have, as the 
Blue Devils currently 
hold a 13-1-1 record 
after 15 games. 

There is still plenty of 
hockey left to be played 
before the state finals 
in March. Until then, 
Wayman is looking for-
ward to helping South 
continue to win before 
she moves on to college 
at Grand Valley State 
University, where she 
intends to join the 
women’s club hockey 
team. She hopes to 
head to Grand Valley 
next fall with her name 
holding some place in 

South history.
“I’m still hoping to 

win (All-State) and get 
my picture up in the 
ha l lway , ”  Wayman 
said. “... I’m getting 
there, but I need to play 
harder and get more 
points on the board and 
help my team.”

ATHLETE:
Continued from page 1D

grossepointenews.com/athlete-of-the-week

ATHLETE
F THEWEE

Do you know an outstanding high school athlete? 
Nominate them for Athlete of the Week and put 

them in the running for Athlete of the Year.
All weekly winners will be invited to the end of year Athlete of the Year 

Awards Gala – with top athletes winning scholarships!
Submit online at:

PHOTO BY ERIN WAYMAN

Wayman spent previous seasons playing Triple-A hockey with Belle Tire and 
Honey Baked before joining the Blue Devils. 

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Wayman leads South in points through 15 games with 22.

Nominate Your 
Athlete
To nominate a future 
Athlete of the Week, 
visit grossepointe
news.com/athlete-of-
the-week.
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After back-to-back 
losses to open MAC Red 
division play, the Grosse 
Pointe South girls bas-
ketball team came into 
last Thursday night, 
Jan. 11, looking for a 
much-needed boost of 
momentum. Standing in 
front of them was Port 
Huron, the team that 
two nights before took 
down previously unde-
feated Grosse Pointe 
North. South looked 
impressive all night on 
its home fl oor and came 
away with a 50-31 vic-
tory. 

“I was really happy 
with how we played and 
it was probably our most 
complete game yet,” 
South girls basketball 
head coach Kevin 
Richards said. “We 
thought, after the North 
game, we were getting 
closer to playing 32 min-
utes of basketball the 
way we want to play. … 
I thought last night was 
our closest to that we’ve 
had, which is really 
encouraging.”

Everything seemed to 
be clicking for South in 
last Thursday’s victory. 
The 50 points scored 
were well above the 
team’s average of 41 

points per game this 
season. The defense for 
the Blue Devils also 
stood out, holding Port 
Huron to well under its 
team average. 

South’s defense kept 
the Red Hawks to just 17 
points in the fi rst half, 
while the team’s offense 
helped it build a seven-
point lead going into the 
halftime locker room. 

Up 24-17 going into 
the second half, the Blue 
Devils did not slow 
down. South got contri-
butions from seemingly 
everyone on offense, 
including big shots by 
junior Maddy Benard 
and freshman Ciara 
Pongratz. 

An explosive third 
quarter helped South 
grow its lead from seven 
at halftime to 21 points, 
taking a 43-22 advan-
tage into the fi nal quar-
ter. The Blue Devils had 
the game well in hand 
and were able to let the 
full roster get a taste of 
the action en route to 
closing out the win by 
19. 

Benard led the Blue 
Devils in the win, rack-
ing up 22 points on the 
night. Pongratz fi nished 
with 10 points, six of 
them coming on shots 
from beyond the three-
point line. 

In all, eight players on 
South’s roster fi nished 
the night with at least a 
point on the stat sheet. 
R i c h a r d s  s a i d  h e 
believes the team’s 
strong night on offense 
circles back to the 
defensive effort.

“We didn’t play a lot 
of man (defense) in the 
game, but that’s all 
we’ve been playing in 
practice and I think 
we’re starting to be in 
the right spots with our 
pressure,” he said. 
“Maddy Benard and 
Morgan (Duff) really set 
the tone with pressure 
on the basketball. We 
were able to trap and 
turnover and get some 
easy baskets early, 
which I think in turn 
helped the perimeter 
shots go in.”

South was scheduled 
to play in a non-league 
game against Clarkston 
Saturday, Jan. 13, as 
part of the Martin Luther 
King Jr. Classic at West 
Bloomfield, but the 
game was canceled due 
to weather. The Blue 
Devils hosted L’Anse 
C r e u s e  N o r t h 
Wednesday, Jan. 17, 
after press time. They 
head on the road for 
their next game against 
Eisenhower at 5:30 p.m. 
Friday, Jan. 19. 

Blue Devils roll 
over Port Huron for 
fi rst MAC Red win 
By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

PHOTOS BY MIKE ADZIMA

South freshman Ciara Pongratz drives to the basket after making a steal in the 
Blue Devils’ win over Port Huron Jan. 11. 

Junior Maddy Benard had 22 points against Port Huron.

Football has been a 
part of Nick Fannon’s 
life as long as he can 
remember, and it seems 
like it practically runs 
in his blood, so much so 
that it has earned him 
status as a collegiate 
All-American. 

“My dad, my uncles, 
my grandparents, they 
all played (football), so 
it was something I 
always knew I would 
get into,” Fannon said. 
“Growing up in the 
backyard playing with 
my brothers until I got 
old enough to actually 
strap on some shoulder 

pads. I was thrilled to 
do it and I was working 
every day with my dad 
in the backyard and 

playing with friends, so 
finally getting into it I 
was excited and it car-
ried over year to year.”

Thanks to his perfor-
mance in 2023, his final 

season as a senior with 
the Albion College 
Britons, Fannon was 
named a Second Team 

A l l - A m e r i c a n  i n 
Division III by the 
Amer ican  Footba l l 
Coaches Association.

Fannon’s love for the 
game lasted from his 

time in youth football 
with the Grosse Pointe 
Red Barons to his days 
at Grosse Pointe South 
High School. In fact, 
many of his Blue Devil 
teammates also were 
fellow Red Barons, 
helping Fannon’s high 
school football experi-
ence set the standard 
for  teamwork and 
chemistry he still car-
ries today.

“It was pretty cool to 
see all of us grow up 
together,” Fannon said. 
“By the time we got to 
high school, we all 
knew each other’s 
strengths and weak-
nesses and played along 
with each other.”

“I was so honored 
and was thankful that I 
had great teammates 
who helped make me 
look a lot better than I 
am in certain situa-
t i o n s , ”  h e  s a i d . 
“Throughout the off-
season, I had lots of 
guys saying this was 
my year to go do some-
thing big. … I just 
wanted to go out there 
and enjoy my last sea-
son and get some more 
wins. We fell a bit short 
in league play and 
didn’t get to play for a 
championship — and I 
would trade my All-
American status for 
that any day — but 
walking off that field 
the last time, it felt 
good knowing all the 
work I put in had paid 
off in some regard.”

While Fannon gives 
high praise to his team-
mates for helping him 
play his hardest, the 
numbers from his All-
American season prove 
his worth. Fannon fin-

ished the 2023 cam-
paign with 12.5 sacks 
and 20.5 tackles for 
loss, along with 53 total 
tackles. 

The season and the 
All-American honor 
were the culmination of 
everyth ing  Fannon 
worked so hard for at 
every level in his life. It 
goes back to the teach-
ings of his college 
coaches, high school 
coaches at South and 
even youth coaches 
with the Red Barons. 
Most importantly, how-
ever, it all comes back 
to his family too.

“From a young age, it 
was always preached to 
me by my dad and my 
whole family that if 
you’re going to do 
something, then you 
put your all into it,” 
Fannon said. “I love the 
game of football and 
always will. I think it’s 
the best way to spend a 
Saturday or any day of 
the week. My support 
system, my family, 
they’ve given me so 
much with opportuni-
t ies  to  fo l low my 
dreams and play at the 
college level. … My sib-

lings all play sports, 
too, and I don’t want 
them to see me lacking 
in anything.”

Albion’s game Nov. 
1 1  a g a i n s t  A l m a 
College was the last 
time Fannon put on 
shoulder pads. Now, he 
is on to his next ven-
ture in life as he heads 
to Western Michigan 
University to finish a 
five-year engineering 
program, looking to 
earn a degree in civil 
engineering.

With some work in 
the classroom still to be 
done and an unknown 
but promising road 
ahead, Fannon knows 
he can keep his head up 
and focused on what-
ever goal is in front of 
him thanks to lessons 
learned on the gridiron.

“No matter where 
you ’ re  a t ,  there ’ s 
always a depth chart in 
l ife,” he said. “Put 
everything into what-
ever you’re pursuing. 
You never know when 
you’re going to get an 
opportunity and by the 
time that comes around, 
you want to be pre-
pared for it.”

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Former Blue Devil closes book on college 
football career with All-American season

COURTESY PHOTOS

Grosse Pointe South alum Nick Fannon fi nished his senior season with Albion 
football as a Second Team All-American in Division III.

For the 2023 season, Fannon had 12.5 sacks and 20.5 
tackles for loss.

‘My support system, my family, 
they’ve given me so much with 
opportunities to follow my dreams 
and play at the college level.’
NICK FANNON, 
2020 GROSSE POINTE SOUTH GRAD AND 2023 
SECOND TEAM ALL-AMERICAN AT ALBION COLLEGE 
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I
t was a little over 
45 minutes before 
kickoff on Sunday 
night when my 
brother- in- law 
Jimmy and I 

made our way to our 
seats in Ford Field. 
Around us, chants of 
“Jared Goff! Jared Goff!” 
were erupting through 
the stadium with the 
Lions on the field for 
warmups. That was the 
first sign that Sunday, 
Jan. 14, would be differ-
ent. No matter what hap-
pened that tried to slow 
them down, it seemed 
like it was destiny for the 
Detroit Lions to win their 
fi rst playoff game in over 
30 years with a 24-23 vic-
tory over the Los Angeles 
Rams. 

For me, this was a 
moment literally a life-
time in the making. The 
last time the Lions had 
won a playoff game 
before Sunday night was 
in January 1992. My par-
ents were not even mar-
ried yet, and I wouldn’t 
be born for another six 
years. 

If you know me, then 
you know that in my 26 
years on this earth I have 
been nothing but loyal to 
D e t r o i t  s p o r t s . 
Unfortunately, that has 
meant plenty of heart-
break especially at the 
hands of the Lions. For 
those of you out there 
who are older than me 
and have had to endure 
even more of it, I feel for 
you. 

However, Sunday was 
a night for us. I was 
thankful to be one of the 
more than 66,000 people 
in the sold out crowd 
(thank you mom and dad 
for the late Christmas 
present) there to witness 
what will stand as a 
moment in history for 
Detroit sports. 

What makes it even 
more special is how it 
came together both on 
and off the fi eld over the 
course of the past few 
years. As Lions head 
coach Dan Campbell 
famously said in a speech 
during an episode of 

Hard Knocks in 2022, “I 
just need you to trust me, 
that’s all.”

That message was to 
his team during a train-
ing camp practice, but 
really it can be seen as a 
message to the city and 
the fanbase. We just 
needed to trust Campbell 
and general manager 

Brad Holmes and what 
they were building, and it 
has worked. 

Jared Goff played a 
major part in that, get-
ting us to believe in him. 
Sunday night was an 
exorcism of his own 
demons just as much as 

it was an exorcism for 
every Detroit Lions fan 
in the stadium and 
around the world. 

Goff was outcast by 
the Rams, the very team 
that he beat on Sunday 
night. Going against 
him was his replace-
ment, Matt Stafford, 
who spent 12 years try-

ing to do with the Lions 
what Goff was able to 
accomplish in just three 
seasons. 

Stafford may have 
gone off to LA and got 
his Super Bowl ring, but 
the recept ion that 
awaited him in his 
return to Detroit indi-
cated clearly that the 
fans have moved on. We 
have a new guy, Jared 
Goff, and last night he 
made Lions fans hap-
pier than Stafford ever 
could have. 

It was incredible to 
see the reactions of the 
fans inside Ford Field 
when Goff took the fi nal 
knee to seal the game. 
So many people fi nally 
feeling lifetimes worth 
of frustration and heart-
break lifted off their 
shoulders .  People , 
including myself, just 
stood there taking in the 
moment. Hugging and 
high fiving not only 
your friends but the 
strangers in the seats 
around you, because we 
were all family that 
night. 

The best part is that 
Lions fans get to do it all 
again this  coming 
Sunday in the Divisional 
round. While it seems 
like the game against 
the Rams will be my 
only in person Lions 
playoff experience this 
year, everybody knows 
that Ford Field will be 
rocking just as much, if 
not more, when the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
come in on Jan. 21. 

Regardless of what 
happens from here on 
out and how far the 
Lions end up making it 
in the postseason, Jan. 
14, 2024 will serve as a 
landmark day in Detroit 
sports history. Perhaps 
the best story in the 
entire NFL this season 
is still going, and what a 
ride it has been. It has 
shown us all just how 
much sports can mean 
to people and to a city, 
especially in an area 
like southeast Michigan. 
Most importantly, it has 
reminded us just how 
good it feels to fi nally 
win one.

Lions’ historic playoff win gives 
redemption to players and community

Girls varsity hockey 
teams from Grosse 
Pointe  South and 
Grosse Pointe North 
met head-to-head for a 
third time this season 
last Thursday, Jan. 11. 
With South technically 
playing host at the rink 
both teams share at East 
Side Hockey Arena, the 
Blue Devils won 5-3 for 
the third consecutive 
time this season over 
their crosstown rival.

The Blue Devi ls 
jumped out to an early 
lead  wi th  Sophia 
Reynolds finding the 
back of the net first. 
South pushed the game 
to 2-0 when Tinley 
Gram added another to 
the tally near the end of  

the opening frame and 
the period ended with 

South at a two-goal 
advantage.

North struck back 
early in the second 
period, however, when 
Cameron Beers scored, 
closing the gap to 2-1. 

The Blue Devils were 
able to answer and 
return to a two-goal lead 
just a few minutes later 

when Gram netted her 
second of the night. 
Heading into the final 
frame, South was up 3-1. 

An early third-period 
goal by North’s Ella 
Dobbs once again 
brought the Norsemen 
closer. South struck 

back again, however, 
with Gabby Vosburg 
putting the Blue Devils 
up 4-2 with only a few 
minutes remaining. 
Another late South goal 
by Bella Peruski helped 
to seal South’s win, and 
a goal in the fi nal sec-
onds by North’s Josie 
Cueter brough the fi nal 
score to 5-3. 

While this was South’s 
third win over North 
this season, it was the 
closest game of the 
three contests between 
the sides. The Blue 
Devils won the previous 
matchups 7-3 and 6-0. 

South hosted Orchard 
Lake St. Mary’s on 
Wednesday, Jan. 17, 
after press time and will 
go on the road to face 
Washtenaw United at 
5:30 p.m. Friday, Jan. 
19. The Norsemen head 
up north for a weekend 
tournament in Traverse 
City, beginning with a 
matchup against the 
North Michigan K-Stars, 
also on Friday, Jan. 19. 

Blue Devils girls hockey wins 5-3 
for 3rd straight over Norsemen
By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

North’s Ella Dobbs, left, and South’s Abby Evans, right, meet at center ice for 
the opening faceoff Jan. 11.

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT 

The Blue Devils’ 5-3 win over North last Thursday marked the third win for South over its crosstown rival 
this season. 

‘Perhaps the best story in the entire 
NFL this season is still going, and 
what a ride it has been. It has shown 
us all just how much sports can mean 
to people and to a city, especially in 
an area like southeast Michigan. Most 
importantly, it has reminded us just 
how good it feels to fi nally win one.

CITY OF HARPER WOODS
WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN

SYNOPSIS: REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
JANUARY 3, 2024

The regular City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Valerie Kindle at 7:00 P.M.

ROLL CALL:  All Councilpersons were present, except Cheryl Costantino

MOTIONS PASSED
1) To excuse Councilmember Costantino from tonight’s meeting due to a previous 
commitment.

meeting held on December 12, 2023 and the Planning Commission meeting held on 
December 20, 2023.
3) to schedule a Public Hearing for January 29, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. for the purpose of public
input and comment on the proposed Harper Woods Parks and Recreation Master Plan. 
4) to add to the agenda payment to Guardian Sewers and Core and Main for an emergency 
water main repair.
5) to schedule a Closed Session at the January 17, 2024 meeting with the City Attorney 
providing a legal opinion on the marijuana application process.
6) That the agenda of the regular City Council meeting having been acted upon, the meeting 
is hereby adjourned at 7:55 p.m.

RESOLUTIONS PASSED
1) (1) approve the Accounts Payable/Payroll Vendor listing for Check Numbers 128986 through 
129101 in the amount of $395,764.46 as submitted by the City Manager and Finance Director, 
and further, authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the listing. (2) approve payment to Turf 
and Timber LLC in the amount of $12,700.00 for the trimming and/or removal of trees. (3) 
approve the request for repairs to the perimeter heat pump and valves in City Hall to be performed 
by K & S Ventures in the amount of $6,810.00. (4) approve payment to McKenna Associates, 
Inc. in the amount of $8,372.72 for the professional services provided on the site plan and special 
land use reviews for the potential marijuana retail businesses and for the update to the Parks and 
Recreation Master Plan.
2) to authorize those Council members interested to attend the Michigan Municipal League’s 
Annual Legislative Conference March 12-13, 2024, in Lansing, Michigan, with the City paying 
all necessary and related expenses.  
3)  to approve payment to Guardian Sewers in the amount of $82,000.00 and to Core & Main 
in the amount of $17,383.01 for the emergency repairs of a 12-inch water main, for a total  
of $99,383.01.

_________________________ _________________________
Valerie Kindle, Mayor Leslie M. Frank, City Clerk
Published: GPN, January 18, 2024
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PROUDLY SERVING ALL OF GROSSE POINTE AND SURROUNDING 
WATERFRONT COMMUNITIES 

11
30

23

Whether it’s games, meets or matches, high school winter sports in the 
Pointes are in full swing and the Grosse Pointe News is here to bring you 
all the varsity action. Some of the week’s biggest hits and highlights from 
include:

S O U T H
B OY S  VA R S I T Y 
B AS K E T B A L L
Due to inclement weather Friday, Jan. 
12, the “Coaches vs. Cancer” event has 
been rescheduled for Friday, Jan. 26, 
against Dakota. All three teams from 
Grosse Pointe South’s boys basketball 
program will participate in this special 
fundraising eff ort to help beat cancer, 
beginning with the freshman game at 4 
p.m. “Coaches vs. Cancer” is a joint 
eff ort between the American Cancer 
Society and National Association of 
Basketball Coaches, and will take place 
during the freshman, junior varsity and 
varsity games that evening. The night is 
a culmination of several weeks of 

fundraising for 
the American 
Cancer Society by South’s boys basketball 
program.
Throughout the three games, players and 
coaches will honor lives lost to cancer, celebrate 
survivors and show appreciation for the 
caregivers who selfl essly help others. To donate 
to this eff ort, head to main.acsevents.org/goto/
gpsouthbasketball.

U N I V E R S I T Y  L I G G E T T
BOYS VARSITY BASKETBALL
The University Liggett boys basketball team notched its third straight win 
after starting the season on a six-game losing streak. The Knights hosted 
Everest Collegiate in a CHSL matchup that ended in a narrow 41-40 win for 
Liggett. Liggett hosted Cardinal Mooney on Tuesday, Jan. 16, after press 
time and plays on the road at Bishop Foley Friday, Jan. 19, at 5:30 p.m.

HITS& HIGHLIGHTS

DONATIONS CAN BE DIRECTED TO THE QR CODE BELOW

Friday, January 26th

 4:00pm freshman  |  5:30pm jv  |  7:00pm varsity
GrossE pointe SOUTH High School

Agent Thomas Mercer
Phone: (586) 265-2304

A L L  I N  T H E  FA M I LY
From left to right, South senior and team captain Sophia Reynolds, junior 
Molly Reynolds and sophomore Audrey Reynolds make it a family aff air as 
trio of cousins lacing up this season for Grosse Pointe South girls varsity 
hockey.

PHOTO BY VISUAL SPORTS NETWORK

N O RT H
BOYS VARSITY BASKETBALL
The Norsemen traveled to Warren Lincoln last Wednesday, Jan. 10, for a MAC 
White showdown. North fell just short, losing to Lincoln 60-52, dropping a 
second straight game. The team’s contest against Eisenhower on Friday, Jan. 
12, was postponed with a rescheduled date still to be announced. Up next for 
the Norsemen is a home matchup with Port Huron Northern Thursday, Jan. 18, 
at 7 p.m.

Does your team have a newsworthy quick hit or highlight from the 
week to share? Send it along to mleonard@grossepointenews.com.

PHOTOS BY MEG LEONARD

Team co-captain Karter Richards, right, will help lead Grosse Pointe South’s boys basket-
ball program to raise funds to help fi ght cancer at the Coaches vs. Cancer event, resched-
uled for Friday, Jan. 26, against Dakota High School.

PHOTOS COURTESY UNIVERSITY LIGGETT

Ian Flynn and the University Liggett Knights boys varsity basketball team are on a three 
game win streak after their latest 41-40 victory over Everest Collegiate.
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This past week in local 
sports might be what 
many would consider an 
“all-timer.” 

It started Monday, Jan, 
8, with University of 
Michigan’s crowning as 
c o l l e g e  f o o t b a l l ’ s 
national champions. 
That same day, a buzz 
filled the halls of Grosse 

Pointe South High 
School and traveled 
downtown to Little 
Caesars Arena when 
South’s unified basket-
ball team played a show-
case game on the Pistons’ 
home court. Six days 
later, Sunday night, the 
Detroit Lions played 
their first home playoff 
game ever at Ford Field.

Safe to say these last 
s e v e n  d a y s  h a d 

Michiganders’ sports-
loving hearts exploding 
with joy once the Lions’ 
secured the team’s first 
playoff win since 1991. 
The week’s non-stop 
action has us catching 
our breath and counting 
our lucky stars.

Those major storylines 
were capped off by more 
good news — Sunday’s 
4-2 Red Wings win over 
Original  Six r ival 

Toronto Maple Leafs, 
this Monday’s 129-117 
Detroit Pistons victory 
over the Washington 
Wizards ,  Michigan 
State’s 73-55 basketball 
win over Rutgers that 
included scoring from 
fan favorite Steven Izzo 
and a 73-65 U-M hoops 
victory over archrival 
Ohio State Monday after-
noon. 

Irrespective of various 

allegiances, this week 
somehow made nearly 
every sports fan in 
Michigan happy.

The Grosse Pointe 
News sports team was 
fortunate enough to wit-
ness a few of these events 
in person. Senior Editor 
Meg Leonard traveled to 
Houston to take in all the 
sights and sounds of 
Michigan’s 34-13 win for 
the national champion-

ship,  while sports 
reporter Mike Adzima 
roared along with 63,000-
plus fans at Ford Field 
last Sunday to watch the 
Lions beat the Los 
Angeles Rams 24-23.

Take a moment to look 
back at scenes from a 
few of the biggest events 
from one of our state’s 
most memorable sports 
weeks in decades.

By Meg Leonard
Senior Editor

Visitors flocked 
Houston’s convention 
center for the 2024 
College Football Playoff 
FanFest, where fans 
could purchase National 
Championship swag, 
participate in skills com-
petitions, take photos 
with bowl game trophies 
from the Rose, Fiesta, 
Sugar and Orange 
bowls, as well as the 
National Championship 
trophy.

PHOTO BY MEG LEONARD

Dark skies brought 
tornado watches and 
washed out pregame 
tailgates about two 
hours before kickoff, 
ushering fans into 
NRG stadium early 
before the national 
championship game 
between the 
University of 
Michigan and 
University of 
Washington.

PHOTO BY MEG LEONARD

PHOTO BY MEG LEONARD

An image of the National Championship 
graced an entire tower of a skyscraper in 
downtown Houston near the Discovery Park 
district, one of several buildings that marked 
college football’s title game.

A look back at a sports week for the ages in the great state of Michigan

PHOTO BY MEG LEONARD

Grosse Pointe South fresh-
man Jack Leonard is all 
smiles upon meeting defen-
sive tackle Kenneth Grant at 
the team hotel the night be-
fore Michigan’s national 
championship game.

COURTESY PHOTO

Some native Grosse Pointers and fellow U-M alumni gather with their fami-
lies inside of the stadium before the national championship game. They in-
clude, back row from left, Jeff Joliet, John Joliet and Bill Leonard and, front 
row from left, Henry Joliet, Ella Joliet, Grosse Pointe News Senior Editor 
Meg Leonard, her son Jack Leonard, Hayden Joliet, Jack Joliet and Jake 
Joliet.

Grosse Pointe News 
sports reporter Mike 
Adzima, left, and his 
brother-in-law, Jimmy 
Campbell, arrive inside 
Ford Field ahead of the 
Detroit Lions’ NFL Wild 
Card playoff game against 
the Los Angeles Rams. 

COURTESY PHOTO

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

The celebration begins as 
Honolulu blue and silver 
confetti falls at Ford Field 
after the Lions defeated 
the Los Angeles Rams 24-
23 in the NFL Wild Card 
round, the team’s first 
playoff victory since the 
1991-92 season. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF KATHY SMITH

Grosse Pointe South’s co-ed unified basketball team does its shoot-around 
warmup on the Detroit Pistons’ court at Little Caesars Arena Tuesday, Jan. 9. 
The Blue Devils went on to defeat Livonia Churchill 30-26 in the Unified 
Basketball Showcase. 
DESIGN BY JOHN PIGOTT
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18 THURSDAY

»  5:30 p.m. - GPN + GPS Wrestling MAC 
Gold Meet (@ GPS)

» 7 p.m. - GPN Boys Hoops vs. PHN
»  7 p.m. - GPS Boys Hoops @ Chippewa 

Valley

19 FRIDAY

»  4 p.m. - GPS Unifi ed Hoops @
Sterling Heights

»  5 p.m. - GPN + GPS Girls Wrestling @ 
Groves

»  5:30 p.m. - GPS Girls Hoops @ Eisenhower
»  5:30 p.m. - ULS Boys Hoops @

Bishop Foley
»  5:30 p.m. - ULS Boys Hockey vs. 

Romeo
» 7 p.m. - ULS Girls Hoops vs. Riverview GR
» 7 p.m. - GPN Boys Hockey vs. FGR
» 7:30 p.m. - GPN Girls Hoops @ LCN

20 SATURDAY

»  TBD - GPN Girls Hockey vs. TBD (@ 
Traverse City

»  9 a.m. - GPS Comp. Cheer @ Lake Shore
»  9:30 a.m. - GPN Wrestling @

Woods-Tower
»  10 a.m. - GPN Boys Swim & Dive vs. 

DLS

»  12 p.m. - GPS Boys Swim & Dive @ 
Salem

» 3 p.m. - GPN Boys Hockey vs. Marysville
» 8 p.m. - GPS Boys Hockey vs. Dakota

21 SUNDAY

»  TBD - GPN Girls Hockey vs. TBD
(@ Traverse City)

22 MONDAY

»  4 p.m. - GPN Unifi ed Hoops @ Sterling 
Heights

»  6:30 p.m. - Gymnastics vs. Birmingham 
(@ GPN)

23 TUESDAY

»  5:30 p.m. - ULS Girls Hoops vs. Everest
»  5:30 p.m. - ULS Boys Hockey vs. 

Woodhaven
» 6 p.m. - GPS Boys Swim & Dive @ Ford II
»  6 p.m. - GPN Boys Swim & Dive @ 

Anchor Bay
» 7 p.m. - GPN @ GPS Girls Hoops
»  7:30 p.m. - GPS Girls Hockey vs. Metro Jets

24 WEDNESDAY

»  2 p.m. - ULS Boys Hoops vs. Lake Shore 
(@ Little Caesars)

»  4 p.m. - GPN Boys Hockey @ Port Huron
»  6 p.m. - GPN + GPS Comp. Cheer Chip. 

Valley
»   6 p.m. - GPN + GPS Wrestling MAC 

Gold (@ GPN)
»  7 p.m. - GPS Boys Hoops vs. LCN
» 7 p.m. - GPN Boys Hoops @ Romeo
»  8 p.m. - GPN Girls Hockey vs. 

Washtenaw

25 THURSDAY

»  4 p.m. - GPN Unifi ed Hoops vs. Sterling 
Heights- 4 p.m.

» 6 p.m. - ULS Girls Hoops @ Cranbrook
»  7 p.m. - ULS Boys Hoops vs. Shrine
»  7 p.m. - GPN Girls Hoops vs. Port Huron
»  7 p.m. - GPS Girls Hoops vs. Dakota
»  7 p.m. - GPS Girls Hockey @ Cranbrook

26 FRIDAY

» 3:30 p.m. - ULS Girls Hockey @ OLSM
» 7 p.m. - GPN Boys Hoops vs. Lincoln
»  7 p.m. - GPN Boys Hockey @ Bishop 

Foley
» 7 p.m. - GPS Boys Hoops vs. Dakota
»  7:30 p.m. - GPS Girls Hockey vs. Skyron

27 SATURDAY

» TBD - Gymnastics @ Lakeland
» TBD - GPN Comp. Cheer @ Lamphere
» TBD - GPN Girls Wrestling @ Fitzgerald
» 5 p.m. - ULS Girls Hockey vs. Skyron
» 6 p.m. - GPN Hockey @ Anchor Bay
»  7:30 p.m. - GPS Boys Hockey @ Allen 

Park

28 SUNDAY

»  No events scheduled

29 MONDAY

» 7 p.m. - GPS Girls Hoops @ LCN
» 7 p.m. - GPN Girls Hoops @ Dakota

30 TUESDAY

» 4 p.m. - GPS Unifi ed Hoops vs. TBD
»  6 p.m. - GPS Boys Swim & Dive @ 

Fraser
»  6 p.m. - GPN Boys Swim & Dive @ 

Dakota
»  6:30 p.m. - ULS Girls Hockey vs. Sacred 

Heart
»  6:30 p.m. - Gymnastics vs. Bloomfi eld 

Hills (@ GPN)
» 7 p.m. - GPS Boys Hockey @ OLSM
»  7 p.m. - ULS Girls Hoops vs. Lutheran North
» 7 p.m. - GPN Boys Hoops @ Eisenhower
» 7 p.m. - GPS Boys Hoops @ Stevenson
» 7:30 p.m. - ULS Boys Hoops @ Everest

31 WEDNESDAY

»  4 p.m. - GPN Unifi ed Hoops vs. Allen Park
»  5:30 p.m. - GPS Girls Hoops @ Port Huron
» 5:30 p.m. - GPS Wrestling @ Annapolis
» 7 p.m. - GPN Girls Hoops vs. Eisenhower
» 8 p.m. - ULS @ GPS Girls Hockey

S P O R T S  C A L E N D A R
J A N U A RY

2024
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205 HELP WANTED LEGAL

LEGAL ADMINISTRATOR
Grosse Pointe Farms

    We are looking for a detail-oriented, enthusiastic
individual to join our corporate staff. The role involves 
providing support in a range of legal and administrative
tasks, focusing on the nuances of media, trademark,
Real Estate, and contract law.

Key Responsibilities:
 Prepare, review, and modify legal documents,

including contracts, agreements, and licensing
arrangements.

 Assist in ensuring regulatory compliance in 
media law.

 Maintain and manage legal files.
 Act as a liaison between internal departments

and external entities for legal correspondence.
 Keep updated with the latest developments and

trends in media, trademark, Real Estate, and
contract law.

Qualifications:
 Experience as a Paralegal is a plus.

Exceptional research, analytical, and
communication skills.

 Proficiency in Microsoft Office Suite.
 Ability to thrive in a collaborative, fast-paced 

work setting

Please send your cover letter and resume to
sagahr@sagacom.com

Saga Communications is proud to be 
an Equal Opportunity Employer.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

DEADLINES
Please call for holiday deadline
dates and times, subject to change.

PRICING
Prepayment is required.
We accept credit cards, cash  
and check.

FREQUENCY DISCOUNTS
Given for multi-week scheduled
advertising, with prepayment or 
credit approval. Call for rates or for 
more information. Phone lines can 
be busy on Monday and Tuesday.
Please call early.

WORD ADS:
12 - 25 words for $25.35;
additional words are 30¢ each.
Abbreviations are not accepted.
BORDER ADS STARTING AT:AA
$26.00 per column inch

CLASSIFYING
AND CENSORSHIP
We reserve the right to classify
each ad under its appropriate 
heading. The publisher reserves
the right to edit or reject ad copy 
submitted for publication.

CORRECTIONS
AND ADJUSTMENTS
Responsibility for classified 
advertising errors is limited to either  
a cancellation of the charge or a  
re-run of the portion of the error. 
Notification must be given in time for  
the correction in the following issue. 
We assume no responsibility for the 
same after the first insertion.

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M.
CLASSIFIED WORD ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M.

PHONE: 313-882-6900 EXT. 1 WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COMFAX: 313-882-1585

100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

101 PRAYERS

131 COUNSELORS /
THERAPISTS

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

203 HELP WANTED
DENTAL / MEDICAL

Everyone

the

313-882-6900

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

CLASSIFIEDS
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701 APTS/FLATS/DUPLEX
DETROIT/WAYNE COUNTY

FOR LEASE-
Beautifully

Renovated Two
Bedroom Flat in

East English Village
$1,100.00

Plus Utilities-
Section 8 Welcome
Rick (586)945-8566

705 HOUSES FOR RENT
POINTES/HARPER WOODS

HOUSE FOR RENT
Mapleton Street,

Grosse Pointe
Farms,

NO pets,
3 bedroom, 1. 5

bath, 2 car garage.
$1,700. per month.

(313)410-1222

Property For Rent

300 SITUATIONS WANTED
BABYSITTERS

ATTENTION: by
MICHIGAN LAW

DAY CARE
FACILITIES

(In-Home & Centers)
Must Show Their

Current License To
Advertising

Representative
When Placing Your
Ads. THANK YOU.
Parents- Please

Verify All Child Care
Licenses!

302 SITUATION WANTED
CONVALESCENT CARE

CITA ANGELS
HOME CARE

Caregiver services.
24 hour care. We
assist in cooking,
cleaning, bathing/
grooming, doctor's

appointments,
errands, etc.

Accepting
medicaid payments.

1(866)54-ANGEL

302 SITUATION WANTED
CONVALESCENT CARE

CAREGIVERS
available

in the privacy
of your

own home.
Best prices
guaranteed.

NOW ACCEPTING
NEW CLIENTS.
586-215-6777

office@innhomecare.net
www.innhomecare.net

Now Hiring

PRIVATE
home care or

housecleaning,
cooking, extra help.

Full or part time.
Mrs. Williams.
(313)521-5125
if no answer,

leave
phone number.

AFFORDABLE
housecleaning by

Polish lady. Honest,
dependable, detail
oriented. Grosse

Pointe references.
(313)729-6939

305 SITUATION WANTED
HOUSE CLEANING

Are you tired
of spending your

weekends
scrubbing, dusting,
and vacuuming?

It's time to reclaim
your free time and

enjoy the comfort of
a spotless home.
Opulent Touch

is here to make your
life easier with our
professional maid

services. Call
(313)844-8566

DOMESTIC
services provided

by Mary.
House Cleaning,

laundry,
senior companion.

Valid drivers
license, resident of
St. Clair Shores 45
years. Call Mary
(586)360-0183

EUROPEAN
CLEANING SERVICE

(313)459-6701
Years of experience

Honest
Hardworking

Many Satisfied
Clients from

Grosse Pointe Area

305 SITUATION WANTED
HOUSE CLEANING

YOU FINALLY
FOUND US!

Women who
actually like

to clean.
Thorough, reliable,

trustworthy.
Over 25 years
experience.
References.

(313)550-2890

312 SITUATION WANTED
ORGANIZING

DUCKS IN A ROW
De-cluttering and
organizing your
home! Closets,

basements,
whole house.
Organize your
paper clutter.

Home information,
notebooks,

Medical journals,
memory albums.

Becky Schlaff
(313)580-2528
Susan Mason
(313)910-9705

schlaffb@
comcast.net
rwmason@

comcast.net

402 ARTS & CRAFTS

MODERN
ART

and traditional
paintings for sale.
Many price levels.

Call Robert
(586)496-2586

BEAUTIFUL
Estate Sale by
Hope and Help
89 Handy Road,
Grosse Pointe

Farms with a large
selection including:
Original art, china,
huge amount of

cooking and serving
pieces, Singer sew-

ing machine and
lots of sewing

items, furniture,
books, clothes and

much more.
Sale is Friday,

January 19 and
Saturday, January

20 from 9:00- 4:00.

406 ESTATE SALES

www.cleanup
clearout.com

•Clutter •Debris
•Hoarding

•Before & After
Estate Sale
Clean Outs

•Medium, Large,
Extremely Large

Projects
Donation Delivery

Dumpsters
Available

(313)886-3330
Grosse Pointe

Based Since 2007

407 FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Seasoned Mixed

Hardwoods.
Delivered & Stacked

Wood racks
built to suit.

Kindling available.
Buy partial cord

if desired.
Face Cord

Delivered $160
Text only please

(586)484-6451 Tom

415 WANTED TO BUY

SELL ME YOUR
VINYL RECORDS
We buy LP's, 45's

No collection
too large.

We come to you!
RIPE RECORDS

Call (313)469-7479

602 FORD

2011 FORD EDGE
NO accidents,
180,000 miles.

Excellent Condition!
$4,500.

(586)246-2817

YouHave

Heard?
You’ll sell it FASTER here!

classifieds
313-882-6900

Directory of ServiceS
Some classifications are not required by law to be licensed. Please check with the proper state agency to verify license.

Subscribing is easy. 
Call 313.343.5578 

or visit grossepointenews.com

It’s what’s most important to you, to your 
kids, to your family. It’s easy to stay on top 
of what is happening around you with the

$4950 Annual subscription, 
delivered weekly with 
24/7 online access

Your Neighborhood

911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,

tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and

insured.
masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525

Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING

FINANCING

•Chimneys
•Porches
•Concrete

•Steps
•Stonework

•Tuckpointing
•Patios

•Fireplaces
•Brick Work
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

912 BUILDING / REMODELING

The bathroom
of your dreams
for as little as
$149/ month!

BCI Bath & Shower.
Many options

available. Quality
materials & profes-
sional installation.
Senior & Military

Discounts Available.
Limited Time Offer-

FREE virtual in-
home consultation

now and SAVE 15%!
Call Today!

1(877)957-1264

914 CARPENTRY

Wood Rot
Repair Specialists

Garage
Straightening
Deck Repairs

Crown Molding
Custom Wood

Projects
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

920 CHIMNEY REPAIR

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,

tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and

insured.
masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525

Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING

FINANCING

927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

 Debris Removal
•Clean Outs

•Hauling
Unwanted Items

•Dumpsters
Available
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

DUMPSTERS
AVAILABLE

•Clean Outs
•Basement/

  Garage Clean Out
•Debris Removal

 (313)408-1166

www.cleanup
clearout.com

•Clutter •Debris
•Hoarding

•Estate Clean Outs
•Medium, Large,
Extremely Large

Projects
Dumpsters
Available

(313)886-3330
Grosse Pointe

Based Since 2007

930 ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Electrical Repair 
Lights - Switches - Plugs 

936 FLOOR SANDING /
REFINISHING

FLOOR
laying, sanding
and refinishing.

Laminate
flooring installed.
Free estimates.

Terry Yerke
(586)823-7753

939 GENERAL SERVICES

GUTTER • WINDOW
CLEANING

Insured
Call Tom Micoli
(313)656-9402

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

(313)886-0520
TREE REMOVAL

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

DAVE's
TREE & SHRUB
Tree Removal/

Trimming
Stump Grinding
Gutter Cleaning
FREE ESTIMATES

30% WINTER
DISCOUNTS

SENIOR DISCOUNTS
* FIREWOOD *

AVAILABLE
25 Years

(586)216-0904

SNOW REMOVAL
& SALTING

by
JOHNNY

Seasonal rate or
pay as you go.
Serving Grosse
Pointe and the

surrounding areas.
Call or Text:

(313)550-3585

944 GUTTERS

ELIMINATE
gutter cleaning

forever!
LeafFilter,

the most advanced
debris- blocking

gutter protection.
Schedule a

FREE LeafFilter
estimate today.

15% off
entire purchase.

10% Senior &
Military discounts.

Call 1(866)495-1709

Gutter
Replacement

& Repair
5 & 6 inch

Gutter Guards
Gutter Cleaning
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

944 GUTTERS

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
Temper Aluminum

Gutter Covers
Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

945 HANDYMAN

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Service

Electrical - Plumbing

HANDYMAN
specializing in

Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning,

Electrical
and miscellaneous

odd jobs.
Lifetime career

experience,
reference available.
Call Douglas Kehrer

at
(586)292-5971

OLDER HOME
SPECIALIST

City inspection
repairs. Sewer

cleaning, carpentry,
plumbing, electrical,

plaster, painting,
kitchens, baths,

masonry.
(313)354-2955
donparadowski
 @yahoo.com

We're your
"TO DO"

list handymen!
Let us help you with

any plumbing,
electrical,

carpentry and
much more.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
 (313)408-1166

948 INSULATION

A quiet home is a
relaxing home!

Blown in Cellulose
Insulation is

GREEN, cost and
energy efficient.

Red Baron
Enterprises, LLC

can insulate
your home.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

Painting Services
Interior & Exterior

Floors
Drywall
Plaster

Restoration
Wood Finishing

+ Staining
+ much more!

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

957 PLUMBING
& INSTALLATION

Plumbing
Diagnosis

Installation
Repair

Hot Water Tanks
Snaking

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

960 ROOFING SERVICES

NEW INSTALLATION
Roofs, Gutters

Repairs
Siding

Financing Available!
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

960 ROOFING SERVICES

OLDER HOME
SPECIALIST

Free Estimates
Decades of
experience

working in the
Pointes.

ROOFING,
Chimney repairs

and masonry,
gutters, siding,

and repairs.
(313)354-2955
donparadowski

@yahoo.com

Residential
Commecial

ROOFING EXPERTS
Lifetime Warranty

on Shingles
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

960 ROOFING SERVICES

Replace your roof
with the best

looking and longest
lasting material

steel from
Erie Metal Roofs!
Three styles and
multiple colors

available.
Guaranteed to
last a lifetime!

Limited Time Offer-
50% off installation

+
Additional 10% off
install (for military,
health workers &
1st responders.)

Call
Erie Metal Roofs:
1(866)718-3124

981 WINDOW WASHING

COLOR Your Ad
(313)882-6900 x4

DON’T FORGET-
Call your ads in EARLY!

Classified
Advertising

(313)882-6900 x4

(313)882-6900 ext. 1
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