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Concerned about
your property
values?
Local real estate
professionals
share their views

with you in
this week’s
Home sectic

Thursday, March 13

A panel of area educators
led by Susan D. Allen, Ph.D.,
assistant superintendent of
currictlum and instruction
for the Grosse Pointe public
schools, will lead a panel dis-
cussion of gender issues in
the classroom on Thursday,
March 13, from 7:30 to O
p.m., as the Grosse Pointe
War Memorial launches a
four-part series on current
family-oriented issues co-
sponsored by the American
Association of University
Women.

Admission is $20 for the
series or $7 per program.
Call (313) 881-7511.

The 24th annual western
open mixed doubles tourna-
ment  continues  today
through Sunday, March 186,
at the Grosse Pointe Hunt
Club, 655 Cook Road in
Grosse Pointe Woods. For
information on tickets and
match times, call (313) 882-
4100.

Monday, March 17
Happy St. Patrick’s Day.

First District state Rep.
Andrew Richner begins regu-
lar office hours with area
residents from 10 to 11 a.m.
today in the jury room at
Grosse Pointe Woods city
hall, 20025 Mack Plaza. No
appointment is necessary
and everyone is welcome to
stop by to voice concerns.
Call 1-888-254-LAW1 for
more information.

The City of Grosse Pointe
Council meets at 7:30 p.m. in
the city offices at 17147
Maumee.

The Grosse Pointe Woods
City Council meets at 7:30
p.m. in the city offices at
20025 Mack Plaza.

Tuesday, March 18

The Grosse Pointe Shores
Village Council meets at 7
p.m. in the village offices at
795 Lakeshore.

Thursday, March 20

Mill Race Village in
Northville will be discussed
at the latest lecture in the
1997 Frank Bicknell
Educational Mini-Series, at
7:30 p.m. in the reception
room of the Grosse Pointe
War Memorial, 32 Lakeshore
in Grosse Pointe Farms. Call
(313) 884-7010 to make a
reservation,
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Brown bag it
(see inside) to
feed the needy

Many believe that the
Thanksgiving and Christmas
holidays are the only times in
the year when people go hun-

~

gry and need food. However, for
the 10th consecutive year, the
Grosse Pointe News is partici-
pating in a springtime food
drive to benefit Gleaners
Community Food Bank.

The “Kids Helping Kids” gro-
cery bag is enclosed inside this
week’s Grosse Pointe News, We
hope you can do some heavy
spring house cleaning in your

It’s that time

Kevin Crowther of Grosse Pointe Woods,

ommunity
C
o\

kitchen cupboards and
pantries and use the grocery
bag for your donation of non-
perishable canned goods.

" You can take your bag full of
food and drop it in collection
bins at the Central Library or
any Grosse Pointe public
school. The drive will run until
Friday, March 21. St. John
Health System is also helping

Photo by Thea L. Walker

left, representing Ed Maliszewski Car-

peting, talks to Charlie Fisher and his l-year-old daughter Lindsay, of Grosse

Pointe Park as they stroll around the Grosse Pointe Board of Realtors’ Home and

Garden Expo on March 8 at the Grosse Pointe War Memorial. The 10th annual event

featured exhibitors on hand to answer

security systems, and custom decorating.

questions about remodeling, landscaping,

First phase of school technology
upgrade project nearing completion

By Shirley A. McShane
Staff Writer

Anyone who kas ever tackled

a home renovation project on
any scale — whether it’s refac-
ing kitchen cabinets or adding
on a family room — knows that
one task always begets anoth-
er.
And by the time you are
done, the project has grown
from its original estimated
costs, timeline and propor-
tions.

So goes it with the Grosse
Pointe Public School System’s
technology upgrade program, a
five-year, $12 million project
funded through a voter-
approved millage in 1994 that
will put computers in every
classroom and network the
entire district.

The first phase of the project
~— the elementary schools — is
nearing completion. The dis-
trict has advertised specifica-
tions for the second phase of
the project and bids are due at
the end of March. Committees
have been formed to discuss
how the third phase, the high
schools, should be implement-

Read all
about it

The Grosse Pointe News
and Connection newspa-
pers were sponsors, along
with W4 Country, of the
Family Expo last weekend
at Eastland Mall. Lauren
Rentenbach, pictured,
who works in the circula-
tion department at Antee-
bo Publishers (which pro-
duces the two weekly
papers that cover the
Pointes, Harper Woods
and St. Clair Shores) was
busy showing off the fam-
ily oriented papers along-
side 27 other exhibitors.

Photo by Thea I, Walker
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To update the school board,
technology coordinator Jim
Frantz delivered a report to the
board on Monday, March 10.

The first phase is expected to
be completed by the end of the
school year, which means each
rcom will have five computers,
a TV-VCR, a CD-ROM and
printer. Right now all the class-
rooms for second- through
fifth-grades are completed and
by mid-April the kindergarten
and first-grade classrooms will
be finished, Frantz said.

Teacher training also will be
completed by the end of the
school year, but Frantz said it
will probably take another year
for all the teachers to be work-
ing comfortably with the new
technology.

But along with progress
there are also costs that have
exceeded original budget pro-
Jections, primarily in the area
of infrastructure upgrades to
accommodate the technology.

“We have had a fair number
of technical glitches for a start-
up of this size,” Frantz said.
“When we got into some of the
buildings last summer, it was
like when you are remodeling

your house, You start on one
thing and learn along the way
that you need to do another
thing and then ancther thing.”

He said that was especially
true with some of the electrical
wiring in the older buildings,
some of which are about 70
years old and needed new elec-
trical panels and transformers.

“As a result, most of the con-
tingency fund (for phase one of
the project) has been used up,”
he said. “To date we have spent
$4.1 million and will have
spent another $600,000 by the
end of the school year. That
leaves us with $780,000 for the
next three years for software
maintenance and upgrades. As
compared to the original bud-
get, the biggest overrun was on
infrastructure. It cost us
$600,000 more — or double —
the amount originally antici-
pated. It was a lot more than
we expected to wire these
buildings.”

Frantz pointed out that
where things are up and run-
ning, they are running well.
Where there are problems,

See TECH PLAN, page 3A
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this year’s effort by covering
the cost of printing the bags.

Gleaners Community Food
Bank will distribute the donat-
ed food to southeast Michigan
soup kitchens, homeless shel-
ters, and church pantries.
Gleaners currently distributes
more than one million pounds
of food every month to nonprof-

IS

it feeding agencies. Gleaners
was founded and organized in
April 1977 and is proud to cele-
brate its 20th anniversary this
year. Grosse Pointers have
generously supported the mis-
sion of Gleaners over the years
with food and dollar donations.

For more information, call
(313) 923-3535.

4 of 5 Pointes jointly
purchase new court
computer system

By Amy Andreou Miller
Staff Writer

Four out of five Grosse
Pointes can't be wrong. Not so,
at least when it comes to com-
puters, says Grosse Pointe
Woods city leaders.

Grosse Pointe Farms, City,
Park and Shores are going in
together on a group purchase
for a new computer system to
handle the data for each com-
munrity’s municipal court.

Delivery and installation of
the computer system is expect-
ed the first week of April.

Because Grosse Pointe
Woods decided not to partici-
pate in the joint purchase, the
price tag increased about
$3,000 for each of the four
other Pointes.

“It wasn't cost effective for us
to join the other Pointes
because we already have a bet-
ter computer system in place
than the one the other Pointes
are upgrading to. The Woods
would be better served upgrad-
ing our own system,” said
Grosse Pointe Woods council-
man Bill Wilson.

The Woods, Wilson said, is
also planning to hire in the
near future a full-time person
to handle the city’s computer
system.

Cost of the computer system
was based on case load, popula-
tion, and state equalized value
of each community’s property.

The Woods, which has the
largest case load, likely would
have paid the highest price,
had it participated in purchas-
ing the new system.

Here’s the breakdown of cost
for the new computer system:
GPC — §$13,356; GPF —
$22,718; GPP — $23,933; and
GPS — $16,371.

Then the annual mainte-
nance cost will be divided as
follows: City: $1,003; Farms:
$5,023; Park: $9,445; and
Shores: $16,371.

The new computers will
allow the Farms, City, Shores,
and Park to be connected
directly into the Secretary of
State and the Law
Enforcement Information
Network (LEIN), said Lynn
Mackenzie, Grosse Pointe
Farms court administrator.

Additionally, the four partic-

POINTER OF INTEREST

Edward

Home: Grosse Pointe
Park

Age: 44

Family: Wife, Cathy,
daughters, Indra, 27,
Emily, 24, Lauren, 9
and Savannah, 4

Claim to fame: Owner
of award-winning
Weimaraners

See story, page 4A

ipating Pointes would also be
connected with each other for
data and information sharing
of people’s criminal records,
court dates, etc.

“I will be thrilled to get this
new computer,” said
Mackenzie, who said she has
been reasearching and request-
ing the purchase since 1991.

For years, when Mackenzie
needed information about a
person coming up for trial, she
had to leave her office in the
Farms municipal building and
go to the Farms police station
which has a LEIN computer.

“We will be better able to
keep track of drunk drivers,”
Mackenzie said.

The Farms sought the new
computer system because it
has been without any vendor to
repair, upgrade, or otherwise
support them since the soft-
ware company the Farms
relied on was sold in May 1994.

The Farms current court sys-
tem was purchased in 1987
from Horizon Software
Company. The system was su p-
ported by Horizon, essentially
a two-person vendor, until May
1994,

At that time, the vendor sold
Horizon to Manatron, Inc.

When the purchase was com-
Plete, the new vendor contact-
ed the Farms courts, and stat-
ed that the Horizon system
would not receive support, and
explained its interest in pro-
moting its own software.

The Farms court did not sign
on with the new vendor for a
variety of financial and pro-
gramming reasons, Mackenzie
said.

After Mackenzie reviewed
the alternatives of obtaining
the source code, which would
allow other vendors to main-
tain the software, and hiring a
third party to amend/repair
the software, the conclusion
was reached to pursue a joint
purchase for a new computer
systems with the other
Pointes.

It has been developed by the
State of Michigan’s Office of
Systems Management; the
software will aid the munici-
palities in reporting informa-
tion to the state in an accept-
able format.

S

Melcher

Edward Melcher and
“Cooper”

{

PODECTION wup¢

CORPORATE OFPICES:
BO4 S tHamiton

Saginaw. M| 48602

{517Y 797 0934

(ROD) 948 3454

Fax (317} 792 2423
$COTT ROBINSON email dmg ! @cns cam
President

REGIONAL OFFICE:

Q26 Robbins, Sute 252

Grand Haven, M1 49417

{616} 846 8776

fox {816) B4 6747
TN

e san ;e o

SEQUENCE

7>



»

March 13, 1997

2A N eWS Grosse Pointe News
“

50 years ago this week

and Jean Cooper of McMillan Road, student, appear

Budding Raphael at work
Roland Clark, of Cadieux Road, sketches a stuffed cat in the children's Sat-

urday morning art class held in the Industrial Arts building at the high school.
Miss Felicitas Smith, art teacher at Trombly School,

Roland’s efforts. More than 100 children attend th
mornings. (Grosse Pointe News photo March 13, 1947)

Photo by Fred Runnells

one of four instructors,
very much interested in
ese classes on Saturday

yesterday’s headlines

50 years ago this week

B In a surprising upset,
incumbent Paul Marco is
defeated by Rex Johnson for
the Woods village board of com-
missioners.

B Apparently flooding base-
menis were nob ehovagh o won-
vince Farms voters to approve
a $350,000 bond request for
upgrading the village sewer
system, a measure which went
down to defeat at the polls.

B Woods voters approve a
$72,000 bond issue to purchase
land at the Esdel Ford estate
for use as a municipal park —
provided the Woods successful-
ly beats challenges to the pro-
posal in court.

B The Grosse Pointe City
council says no to anymore
apartment buildings on its side
of Mack.

25 years ago this week

B Schools Superintendent
Theos 1. Anderson predicts big
reductions in education pro-
grams in the coming school
year due to drastic cuts in
state funds coming to the dis-
trict. State aid is expected to
be $80 a student in the next
year, down $25 a pupil from
the current state allotment.

W The Woods City Council
chambers are packed wall to
wall as residents complain
about the city’s plan to
reassess all residential prop-
erties. The city council vows to
keep city taxes as low as possi-
ble to avoid windfall gains;
however, it could not speak for
the other tax-levying bodies.

10 years ago this week

B Park Municipal Judge
Beverly C. Grobbel resigns,
offering no explanation.

B Pointe public schools
struggle with how to teach

Gypsy moth spraying program available

The Wayne County Gypsy the cost of spraying. Payment
Moth Suppression Program is due by March 31.
(GMSP) officials are making a
spraying program available to Spraying is expected to take
the county’s 43 communities. place in mid-to-late May. In
1996, Wayne County sprayed

The program uses a biologi-
cal insecticide called Bacillus
thuringiensis, which is a bac-
terium found naturally on
leaves and in the soil, and is
not harmful to birds, bees, fish,

It is expected residents will approximately 2,000 acres in mammals or humans.

pay $20 to $25 per acre to par- portions of Huron Township It will not contaminate

ground or surface water.

Property owners should call
their municipal offices for fur-
ther details. For more infor-
mation, call (3'1~3) 833-3279.

children about AIDS.

B The Park hires tree expert
Dr. Gerald Lanier, an enitomol-
ogist from the State University
of New York, as an adviser in
the city’s campaign against
Dutch elm disease.

5 years ago this week

B In a drive spawned by stu-
dents to eliminate smoking in
all public schools in Michigan,
the Grosse Pointe board of edu-
cation unanimously adopts a
resolution supporting smoke-

free schools, including tobacco
use by employees.

@ The Grosse Pointe school
board unanimously passes a
resolution opposing a Michigan
High School Athletic
Association proposal to prohib-
it out-of-season play by student
athletes.

B Ornamental animal stat-
ues are dead ducks as several
are reported stolen in the
Pointes.

— John Minnis

TO RESERVE DISPLAY ADVERTISING SPACE

CALL 882-3500

By 2:00 p.m. Friday

CITY OF HARPER WOODS
BOARD OF REVIEW

19617 HARPER AVENUE .

HARPER WOODS, MI 48225

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of Review of the City of Harper Woods wil] convene
in the Municipal Building City Council Chambers, 19617 Harper Avenue, at the times and dates set
forth below:

March 24, 1997 12:00 noon to 9:00 p.m .

March 25,1997 12:00 noon 10 6:00 p.m. for interested taxpayers (o come and review
their property assessments for the 1997 year and to continue in
sessio until all assessment appeals have been heard.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that interested 1axpayers who appear on the dates given above will
be given an opportunity to be heard with respect (o their assessments for the year 1997, If anyone
i that

wishes to assessment, the appeal must be submitted in writing. Appeal forms are
available az the City Assessor's Office.

Mickey D. Todd,

City Clerk

Published: G.P.N./The Connection: 03/13/97 & 0320/97
Posted: March 7, 1996

City of @rnssn ﬂﬁnintn ﬁgar k, Michigan

Notice is hereby given that the Board of Review of the City of Grosse Pointz
Park, Wayne County, Michigan will be in session in the Municipa! Building,
15115 East Jefferson Avenue, Grosse Pointe Park, for the purpose of reviewing
the 1997 assessment roll on

TUESDAY, MARCH 25, 1997
'WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26, 1997

The board will meet from 8:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. recessing from nioon to 1:00
p-m. and again from 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Hearings are by appointment only.
Contact the City of Grosse Pointe Park at 822-4351,

Resident taxpayers must appear in person or have a representative appear for

them. Wrirten appeals will be accepted postmarked no later than March 28,
1997.

BOARD OF REVIEW

CITY OF GROSSE POINTE PARK

Diann Lulis

G.PN.: 03/06/97, 03/1397, & 032097 ) CITY ASSESSOR

ticipating communities to cover and Livonia.

New Shipment!

Hundreds of gorgeous oil paintings. Originals
and recreations of the Masters museum frames!
Also -

Bronze Sculptures * New Jewelry Selection

All 20% - 50% discount!

-

Mon. - Sat.:

C.CHAUNDY [ %385

. . Thur. & Fri.:

International Fine Ant 1 am.-8pm.
121 Kerchevat on the Hill,

Grosse Pointe Farms » (313) 640-1850 N

fpr a doctor
with good
references.

Thcremmanymsons why you may be looking for a doctor. Perhaps
you're new to the area. Maybe you're considering having a baby. The List
goes on and on. And Bon Secours Hospital’s Physiclan Referral Service is the
right place to turn.
Onrno-fecscrvicesdaigncdtohdpyouﬁndtheﬁghtdoctor,attbcright
time — before you need one. Someone near where you live or work. Someone
You can trust to deliver the best possible care. To you and your family. Backed
by the complete support of our primary care hospital and comprehensive
heahharcsyslcm.Wecanalsomakethzxﬁntappoinnnent.
For help finding a new physician, please call Karen at Bon Secours
Hospital’s Physician Referral Service at 810-779-7911, from 9 a.m. to
4 p.m. weekdays. Choosing the right doctor is as easy as
picking up the phone. A
BON SECOURS OF MICHIGAN HEALTHCARE SYSTEM
Progresstve medicine with the buman touch
468 Cadieux Road, Grosse Pointe, Michigan 48230
omsaonmawwwm

Helping You Along The Way”~

Open up
as much
as 100% of

the equity in
your home,

Enjoy up to 100% of the equity you have
in your home. With our Home Equity Loan,
you can borrow cash for your family’s
larger needs...such as home improvements,
loan consolidations, college tuition, a second
home, a new car or boat, or an unexpected
emergency. Choose either the flexibility of
an Equity Line or the security of a Fixed-Rate
Home Equity Loan.
Plus, because a Home Equity Loan is secured
by your home, the interest rate you pay may be
fully deductible for federal income tax purposes®
To apply, simply stop by any Standard Federal
Banking Center or call 1-800/HOME-800 today.

Standard Federal Bank
Savings/Financial Services

800/543-9600

GOl

* Comsult your tax advisor regarding the tax deductibility of interest. Tax laws are subsct to change and indwidual tax situations vary You must carry
Insurance on the property Mat secures your Home Equity Loan ©1997 Standard Federal Bank

Standard
Iederal
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Woods compost bin sale

By Jim Stickford
Staff Writer

Saying it’s an idea whose
time has come, the Grosse
Pointe Woods City Counci)
recently approved the sale of
special plastic composting bins
on the second day of the annuy-
al  Woods  Beautification
Commission flower sale, which
will be held this year on Friday,
May 9, and Saturday, May 10.

“Many gardeners have com-
post boxes,” said Beautification
Commission chairwoman Mary
Mitts. “Mostly they’re wooden
boxes without a lid. Jan
Duster, who is a member of the

Park approves ‘97 federal Comm

By Jim Stickford
Staff Writer
The Grosse Pointe Park City

Council recently approved
spending $110,000 in
Community Development

Block Grant (CDBG) funds for

Tech plan

From page 1

they are being addressed.

The school system, rather
than divide the $12 million
into equal parts for each year
of the plan, based the alioea-
tion on enrollment. Therefore,
the nine elementary schools,
comprising 46 percent of the
population, were allocated $5.5
million. The middle schools are
projected to get $2.7 million
and the high schools will get
$3.8 million.

A cost breakdown of the
expenses so far, as provided by
Frantz, shows computers com-
prise 28 percent of the budget,
building infrastructure 25 per-
cent, with the remaining costs
divided between software, fur-
niture, printers, servers and

«Q

* Additions

+ Kitchens

Sale ends
March 28 ;
window Shopping At Its Best Since 1922, £y

: : Mack Avenue Drapery Shog

20099 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Woods
(313) 8

* Recreation Rooms

commission mentioned that St
Clair Shores sold some special
composting bins a couple of
years ago and that she pur-
chased one and thought it was
great. She suggested we sell
bine, so ¥ was put in charge of
investigating the matter.”

After some investigation
Duster recommended that the
commission sell Norseman 80-
gallon capacity plastic com-
posting bins at a cost of $35.
The commission then passed
Duster’s recommendation on to
the city council which approved
the sale at the March 3, council
meeting.

fiscal year 1997,

CDBG funds are provided by
the federal government to local
municipalities to assist in mak-
ing improvements in the com-
munity that benefit senior citi-

“These are good bins,” said
Duster. “I did a ot of checking
and some bins can cost in the
hundreds of dollars. The bins
come in three parts, of which
two are put together to form
the bottom. The third part is
the lid which is screwed on the
top. By being separated into
three parts, the bin can be
transported in most cars.”

The lid, said Duster has
vents to let air in the bin. It
doesn’t have a bottom, which
allows worms to get into the
compost. Worms, she said, are
an important part of the
process that turns grass clip-

zens and the handicapped.

The lion’s share of the
$110,000 — $82,480 — will be
spent on improvements to the
Park city hall. The funds will
be used to bring the building

“

support personnel.

Costs exceeding projections
also came about when it was
discovered that the original
plan for computers did not
include some classrooms,
including 21 special education
classrooms, homercoms and
resource rooms, Frantz said. In
all, more than 100 machines
were added. In addition, the
IBM SchoolVista software
called for significantly greater
server requirements than orig-
inally estimated, he said.

The school district did have
some costs that went beyond
original projections, said Chris
Fenton, assistant superinten-
dent for business, but the dis-
trict did not pay more to the
contractors than was bid for
the projects. He offered an

¥ Our entire
Collection
of
Waverly
Fabric
and
Wallpaper

84-2595

Wsomss HOME DESIGN CENTER
22621 HARPER * 1ust South Of Nine Mile Road

777-4160

* All types of Exterior
* Windows
* Dormers

SPRING

CORPORATE OYFICES:

804

S Hamilton

Saginaw, M1 48602
(517} 792 0934

[800) 968 1456

fax (517) 7922423

Cm m'm emal dmg18cns com
saert REGIONAL OPFICE:
926 Rabbans, Suite 252

Grand Haven, Mi 49417
[616) R46 8726

fax (616) 847 6747

amail Amn D Barunncts - am

Pointe Windows,

fio For All Your Window Needs
22631 Harper, St. Clair Shores

772-8200

ALL-SFASON SUNROOMS ,
ARE INSULATED TO KEEP YOU COZY ALL YEAR

example: the district decided to
have two “wire drops” in each
classroom rather than one in
order to provide more flexibili-
ty for the teachers, so they
wouldn't be locked into one fur-
niture configuration, he said.

Board trustees expressed
concern about the report, par-
ticularly in the area of costs
exceeding projections and how
teachers will go about having
concerns addressed.

“The biggest hold back of
every technology plan is the
capability of human beings to
make full use of it,” Frantz
noted. “There is no better way
to learn than the hard way, We
are coming along extraordinar-
ily well.”

]
Fun &

| FREE Token for aach “B” -
Cuirent marking

Siding « Garages
* Bathrooms
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pings and other organie refuse
into mulch, which can be used
as a natural and organic fertil-
izer for gardens.

“There will be people at the
sale to answer questions about
how to mulch,” said Duster.
‘'m a master gardener, so I
know a little about composting,
but I'm not a master com.
poster. We hope to have one at
the sale.”

Another reason to have peo-
pie who can answer questions
about composting is to dispel
any notions that compost piles,
because of smell or because of

up to the standards set by the
federal government under the
Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA).

City hall is currently under-
going renovations, and some of
these include building new
handicapped accessible bath-
rooms, as well as an elevator
connecting all floors which can
be used by those in wheel-
chairs.

The city’s minor home repair
program will receive $10,500 in
CDBG funds. The city makes
funds available to the elderly
so that they can make minor
repairs to their homes. It has.
been in effect for several years,.
and city manager Dale
Krajniak said that it has been
a useful program to many
senior residents of the Park.

Another $14,000 will go to
Bervices for Older Citizens
(800C), a local organization
serving of the five Grosse
Pointe communities and
Harper Woods.

SOC provides a variety of
services for the elderly, includ-
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mulch to talk about

they attract vermin, are neigh-
borhood hazards.

“Compost piles don’t have to
smell if they are properly con-
structed,” said Duster. “You
begin with a layer of, sS4y, grass
clippings or other green vege-
tation, then you alternate with
brown vegetable matter like
leaves, straw or even shredded
newspapers. If you just put in
grass clippings you will have a
lot of nitrogen gas accumulat-
ing from the decaying clip-
pings. That’s what causes the
smell.”

When

composting, said

ing coordinating the local
Meals on Wheels program and
providing transportation for
those who have difficulty get-
ting around the community.

3A

Duster, it’s important to mix up
the compost to allow air to feed
the micro-organisms that
breaks down the vegetation.
Depending on how well the pila
1S maintained, it takes between
six weeks to two months to
have a compost pile become
mulch.

“We're trying to promote
things that are earth friendly,”
said Duster. “By recycling clip-
pings, we save the city the
trouble of having to collect
them, and this is something
that's really good for the envi-
ronment.”

unity Development Block Grant

An additional $3,500 was
allocated for administrative
and information costs. Each
city is awarded CDBG funding
based on population.

o s

For an appointment, call 1-800-GIVE-LIFE,
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Every year, your heart pumps
2,625,000 pints of blood.

Surely, you can spare a few,
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By Amy Andreou Milier
Staff Writer

Grosse Pointe Park resident
Edward Melcher said he
thought “dog shows were for
sissies.”

That is, until five years ago
when he decided. “what the
heck; let me try my hand at
this dog show thing,” and his
Weimaraner, Jasper, started
placing, and winning.

Now Jasper and his other
Weimaraner, Cooper, are the
most distinguished of their
breed in the state, and fared
very well, even winning, in
shows across the country, and
holding various national titles.

At the most prestigious dog
show in Michigan the
Detroit Kennel Club all-breed
dog show at Cobo Hall in
Detroit last weekend— Cooper
was judged the most perfect
male Weimaraner, and came in
second in the Best of Breed
competition, that judged about
20 Weimaraners of both sexes.

In 1995 and 1996, Cooper
won Best of Breed at the
Detroit Show, and 1995 and

1996 honors as Top Show
Weimaraner in Michigan.

In 1994, Jasper won Best of
Breed, and 1994 Top Show
Weimaraner in Michigan.

That’s just the tip of the ice-
berg of the dogs’ wins at shows.
Each dog has won numerous
titles, including winning best
dog of all classes. Jasper has
competed in about 50 shows
total, and is done competing.
Cooper competes in about 30
shows a year around the coun-
try. The long list of specific
wins in various categories and
competitions accomplished by
each dog tends to read like a
foreign language to the aver-
age person, so the details will
be skipped.

In order to begin showing his
dogs in 1992, Melcher took

some classes which teach peo-
ple how to become dog han-
dlers at dog shows. There’s
quite a bit to learn regarding
running with the dog, changing
pace, and getting the dog to
pose, Lo name just a few.

“The classes were fun and
challenging,” said Melcher, a

manufacturer’s representative
for machine companies.

Melcher himself presented at
shows Jasper who will be six
years old this May, and Cooper,
who will be four years old this
November. Jasper and Cooper
never have directly competed
against each other.

“I was a pretty good handler
with both of them. Let’s say I
could lay the foundation for
champion status; I could put

313-881-2938
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Pointer’s pointer scores bi
'POINTER OF INTEREST

points on them,” said Melcher,
referring to winning points in
competition for each dog.

“I just couldn’t quite finish
the dogs,” he said referring to
those most coveted points in
every show, particularly during
the dogs’ final posing.

Thus, Melcher quit showing
the dogs himself, and hired a

being presented by a profes-
stonal handler? Just look
around the exhibition ring, and
the person hiding in the audi-
ence but displaying a keen
interest in a particular dog
likely is the owner.

“We, like many owners, take
our binoculars to show,”
Melcher said of himself and his

here handling his dog Jasper, who won a Best of Winners
award at a Michigan dog show in 1992,

professional handler begin-
ning in April 1993. In the past
five years, there’s been two
handlers — a woman named
Cindy, who has since moved to
Missouri; and now, John
Pearson from Romeo, ML

Melcher, with self-deprecat-
ing humor, said, “The differ-
ence is you can have a glunk
like me or a gazelle like the
professional handlers present
the dogs.”

Professional handlers gen-
erally cost about $50 to $60
per show. Actually, a profes-
sional handler presenting a
dog is a sight more likely at
shows than the owner present-
ing the dog.

How can you tell if a dog is
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wife Cathy, who is equally
interested in dog shows, breed-
ing dogs, ete.

“That’s one funny thing
about this sport. The owners
sometimes cannot watch their
own dog compete because the
dog will pick up their scent,
and want to run to them, and
behave like they do at home,
instead of how they should in a
competition,” Melcher said.
"And how do Jasper and
Cooper behave at home?

Like regular family pets with
funny quirks that belie the
image of champion show dogs.

For example, Jasper and

Cooper love people food.
Although they usually dont
beg, they just steal it.

“They are crazy about eggs,”
Cathy said. “They’ll steal some
from the kids plates. Now,
when I cook eggs for the family,
I deliberately cook a little extra
for the dogs.”

Also, Weimaraners, like
many other dog breeds, love to
chew things. The chewing is far
more prevalent when they are
puppies (the first two years)
than now, but nevertheless
older Weimaraners still do
their share of chewing on vari-
ous household items. Some
items have cut the dog’s
intestines, requiring antibi-
otics.

“We have kept busy the vet-
erinarians and staff at Harper
Woods Veterinary Hospital.

They have been great to the
dogs,” Cathy said.

Some Plastic toys, such as
those little Fisher DPrice people,
are among chewing favorites
for Jasper and Cooper. Also,
Jasper has permanently appro-
priated a stuffed animal, a lit-
tle red fox, that had belonged
to either 9-year-old Lauren
Meicher or 4-year-old
Savannah Melcher.

But Ed is glad the champion
dogs are family pets first.

“I was once at a dog show,
and a lady was bragging to me
that her champion Cocker
Spaniel's paws had never
touched grass.”

Melcher doesn’t believe in
that kind of pampering of dogs.
In fact, he originally got the
dogs not only to be family pets,
but to accompany him whiie he
hunts. It was only because of
their dogs’ superb appearance
that prompted the Melchers to
enter them in competitions.

Although he jokes, “Most
show dogs can’t hunt, and most
hunting dogs are too ugly to
show.”

Melcher is an avid hunter,
hunting from September
through March. He learned it
from his father, Ed Sr., when
he was growing up in
Farmington Hills. Ed Sr. was a
carpenter with a company
located at 9 Mile and
Farmington. But he was also
owner of a sporting goods store

March 13, 1897
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g points at shows

on Walled Lake.

“I was the official tester of
every product coming into the
sporting goods store. That was
an awesome position to be in as
a teen,” Ed said.

Once when the rambunc-
tious teen didnt find at the
store the kind of “duck boat” he
thought would be best for being
out in marshes to hunt duck,
he absconded his mom’s fiber-
glass-reinforced living room
curtains and stretched them
around a wood frame he had
constructed, making his own
duck boat.

While growing up, the hunt-
ing dog of choice by Ed’s father
were German short-haired
pointers, not Weimaraners. Ed
Jr. liked those dogs very much
too, and when he and Cathy
were first married 28 years
ago, they owned a German
short-haired pointer. They also
owned a Dalmation.

They pot their first
Weimaraner, Gus, in 1984,
They rescued it from Detroit
residents planning to move,
but w