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Friday, Nov. 26

The annual Village holiday
Santa Claus parade begins
at 10:30 a.m. At 9 a.m. the
Grosse Pointe Lions Club
sponsored Jingle Bell Run
begins. The two-mile run
raises money for the Cystic
Fibrosis Foundation. It
begins at Grosse Pointe
South High School's track
and goes down Fisher to
Kercheval to Cadiuex and
loops back to South High
School.

The parade starts at South
High School’s parking lot,
proceeds to Kercheval via
Fisher and ends up in the
Village.

Saturday, Nov. 27

The Detroit Concert Choir
performs the works of Bach
and Handel in St. Clare of
Montefalco Catholic Church,
140t Whittier in the Park, at
8 p.m. For more information,
call (313) 882-0118.

Tuesday; Nov. 30

The Friends of the War

Memorial hold a Christmas
tree trimming party at the
War Memorial at 7 p.m. A $5
donation is recommended.

Wednesday, Dec. 1

The Grosse Pointe North
and South Choirs team up
for the 1999 Holiday Concert
and Tea. The show starts at
1 pm. in the North
Performing Arts Center. For
more information, call (313)
885-5771.

Instrumental music stu-
dents at Pierce Middle
School, 15430 Kercheval,
present their holiday concert
at 7:30 p.m. The string
orchestras are featured, as
well as bands. The public is
invited and there is no
admission fee.
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The Grosse Pointe War
Memorial’s tribute tree will be
set aglow Thursday, Dec. 2, at
7 p.m. All are invited to par-
ticipate in this annual com-
munity event. The tree, which
stands in the fountain court-
yard at the entrance of the
War Memorial will remain lit
throughout the holidays.

Lights that adorn the tree
are in honor or in memory of
loved ones and friends, and
they can be purchased for a
donation of $10. A decorative
remembrance card will be
sent to the honoree or their
family. To purchase lights by
phone, call (313) 881-7511, or
mail checks payable to the
Grosse Pointe War Memorial
Tribute Tree, 32 Lakeshore
Drive, Grosse Pointe Farms,
Mich. 48236.

The tree lighting ceremony
includes a visit from Santa,
caroling around the tree, and
cocoa and cookies served in
the War Memorial’'s Alger

The Grosse Pointe War Memorial's tribute tree will be
7 p.m. The public is invited for

House following the tree
lighting.

The following holiday . fes-
tivities are scheduled at the
War Memorial:

* Don Samull will present
“A Polish Christmas” on
Monday, Dec. 1, from 7 to 9
p-m. Advance registration is

* A Christmas Viennese
Ball will be held on Saturday,
Dec. 4, from 8 p.m. to mid-
night.

* Don Samull will present
“An Olde English Christmas”
on Monday, Dec. 6, from 7 to 9
p.m. Advance registration is
required. -

* A Christmas Concert will
be presented by the Grosse
Pointe Barhershop Chorus on
Thursday, Dec. 9, at 8 p.m.
The concert includes an
appearance of the
Barbershopper’s female coun-
terpart, the East Pointe Show
Chorus of Sweet Adelines )
International. Dinner will be

caroling and cookies and coffee.

Iribute Tree lighting begins
holiday at War Memorial

- Lo B e

lit on Thursday, Dec. 2, at

served at 6:30 p.m.

* Santa returns to the War
Memorial on Saturday and
Sunday, Dec. 11 and 12, from
10:30 am. to noon for the
annual children’s brunches,
Weather permitting, Santa
will arrive by helicopter. The
Grosse Pointe Family Theatre
Co. will present “A Christmas
Concert” on Saturday and
Sunday at 2:30 p.m.

* Bonnie Delsener will con-
duct a master-class cham-
pagne tasting on Tuesday,
Dec. 14, from 7 to 9 p.m.
Advance registration is
required.

* The Michigan Anti-
Cruelty Society will be avail-
able to take your pet’s picture
with Santa on Saturday, Dec.
11, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. for a
$5 donation.

For more information and
to register, call (313) 881 -
7511.

Things get taxing, literally,

at G.P. Shores villa

By Jim Stickford
Staff Writer

Now that the state tax com-
mission has made an initial
ruling that Grosse Pointe
Shores ' should pay property
taxes on Osjus Park, the ques-
tion has become what next?

Shores Village trustee James
Cooper asked, at the Nov. 16
village meeting, how the situa-
tion came about. He said that
in a recent Detroit Free Press
article that said the question of
whether the village should pay
taxes on the park was brought
up by Shores resident
Lawrence Van Til. Then
Cooper quoted a Grosse Pointe
Times article in which Van Til
denied having anything to do
with the taxing question. He
asked if village attorney Ralph
Houghton could shed any light
on the question.

Houghton said that when he
talked with tax commission
staflf and was told that they
became aware of the issue of
the park as a result of a letter
she received from Van Til ques-
tioning Osius’ tax status.

Since the commission issued
its initial ruling, Shores offi-
cials have met with represen-
tatives from the other Pointes
and Harper Woods, said
Houghton. With the exception
of the Woods, which has a pub-
lic park in St. Clair Shores and
pays property taxes to the city,
all the Pointes and Harper
Woods have private parks that
run on the same principle as
Osius Park.

Houghton said that besides
the Pointes, there are many
communities across Michigan
that maintain facilities for res-
idents only. St. Clair Shores
has a golf course, Troy has an
aquatic center. The Michigan
Municipal League is consider-
ing getting involved in the
issue because the ruling affects
to many communities.

Houghton is seeking all
information on the Village's
appeal options, he said. Once
he gets all the information,
he’ll be fully able to advise on
what the village's best options
are.

“I've been asked to slow the
case down to establish the facts
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ge meeting

for the state tax commission,”
said Houghton. “Whether we’ll
get an informal or formal hear-
ing and appeal, I don’t know.
There is an appeal board and
there is the tax commission.
Ultimately, this could end up in
the Ingham County circuit
court, which has jurisdiction
over Lansing matters.”

Cooper also asked Houghton
about the “phantom telephone
poll” that had taken place in
the Shores a few weeks ago.

Houghton said that a Lansing

polling firm had been engaged
by a private party to determine
the public’s attitude toward the
Village government. Houghton
was getting ready to depose the
polling firm to find out who
was responsible for the poll

when he was contacted by

Shores resident Ralph Wilson’s
legal counsel and informed
that Wilson was the one who
initiated the poll.

Houghton said that he was
promised a copy of the ques-

tions by Wilson's representa-
tives.
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Town meetings
spur new ideas

for G.P.

By Bonnie Caprara
Staff Writer

After more than three hours
of meetings, the youth of the
Grosse Pointes were heard, the
adults listened and plans were
already in effect to start mak-
ing the Grosse Pointes a more
youth-friendly community at
the culmination of two League
of Women Voters of Grosse
Pointe town meetings ending
on Wednesday, Nov. 17.

“T thought the energy was
very good,” said Judy Morlan,
chair of the League of Women
Voters town meeting focusing
on how to make the Grosse
Pointes more youth-friendly. “I
felt the end of the evening was
only the beginning.”

A new Neighborhood

Club teen center?

One of the things the youth
panelists complained about
was the lack of places for kids
to hang out in the Grosse
Pointes. They claimed parks
were not open long enough,
police were quick to threaten
tickets for loitering, area mer-
chants often limited the num-
ber of kids coming into their
stores or ushered them out
with dirty looks, and the
absence of places like movie
theaters and skating rinks in
the Pointes. Some of the things
they said they’d like to see in
such a center would be a place
for dances, to hear bands or
watch sports on a big screen
TV and just hang out.

John Bruce, Executive
Director of the Neighborhood
Club and a panelist at the
recent town hall meetings,
made an offer to look into the
possibility of using the
Neighborhood Club building at
17150 Maumee in the City of
Grosse Pointe as a teen center.

“Our facility is really under
utilized and each one of these
young people has indicated
they have interest in more
activities on Friday and
Saturday nights, Saturday
afternoons and Sundays,” said
Bruce. “The building at the
Neighborhood Club has meet-
ing type space, but it has a lot
of flexibility I think and will
lend itself to the kinds of sug-
gestions these kids were talk-
ing about a few weeks ago.

youth

“There certainly could be a
variety of activities. There cer-
tainly could be an opportunity
to intermix and differentiate
activities according to age
groups. There certainly could
be flexibility in having stu-
dents help determine what
those activities might be.”

Back in the 1960s Bruce was
involved - in a Neighborhood
Club youth group that orga-
nized 4-5 monthly dances in
the Pointes and auditioned
rock bands for the dances and
get-togethers which were chap-
eroned by college students and
young adults.

“The relationship between
the youth and the college stu-
dents was different than the
ones they have with a parent or
older adult. It made the stu-
dents more comfortable, they
were in a well-controlled envi-
ronment. We received a lot of
support from local police
departments. It’s a model that
really worked well for a while.

In 1967 the Neighborhood
Club added on a teen center
wing with one level for high
school students and another
level for middle school stu-
dents. Bruce said the idea was
never really successful because
of changing social times.

Since then, Bruce said there
have been other attempts with-
in the community to put on
other youth activities at the
Neighborhood Club, including
some experimental start-ups,
which have hardly sustained
mostly because youth were not
fully engaged in the process.

“I also know from our rela-
tionship with the Grosse
Pointe War Memorial, various
church groups, the Grosse
Pointe Public School System
and other government entities
that there are other organiza-
tions that would like to be part
of this process to help identify
how we can work with young
people and involve activities
that interest them and are sup-
ported and sustained by them.”

Bruce expressed an interest
in holding an organizational
meeting after the

Thanksgiving holiday. For ;.
more information, call the ¥

Neighborhood Club at (313)
885-4600.

See YOUTH, page 9A

POINTER OF INTEREST

Home: City of Grosse Pointe

Age: 47

Family: Husband, John;
three daughters, Reid, 20,
Sloane, 16, and Mycah, 12

Occupation: Director of the

" Tutoring TR.E.E. at
Jefferson Avenue
Presbyterian Church

Quote: “This has been an
evolution for me. Things
change and we have to
transform ourselves. I've
been transformed over
and over again.”

See story, page 4A

Julie Artis
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A familiar

waves his greeting as he prepares to enter the helicopter that
will transport him to the Village on Friday, Nov. 29, where he will take up tempo-
rary residence in Jacobson’s second floor. His companion, W. Michael Williams,
president of the Charterhouse Company and the newest Village merchant, will pilot
the big bird in the background. The ride will give Santa’s reindeer a chance to rest
up for their long haul on Christmas Eve. (Nov. 21, 1974 Grosse Pointe News.)

yesterday’s headlines

50 years ago this week
B The end of an era was like-
ly reached in Grosse Pointe
Farms when the board of
trustees held their last session
as the governing body of an
incorporated village.

The same group will recon-
vene Dec. 13, the day after an
election in which it is expected
voters will approve a charter
for the new City of Grosse
Pointe Farms.

The Farms was incorporated
by an act of the Legislature on
May 20, 1893. The first hoard
meeting was held the following
June 21.

W For the fourth straight
year, the merchants of the
Village shopping district will

hold “Men’s Night.”

Stores will be closed to all
women customers between the
hours of 7 to 10 p.m., on
Tuesday Dec. 12.
Establishments that sell
women’s clothing will have
models on hand to “help the
men buy more intelligently,
and certainly more pleasingly.

25 years ago this week

B The Grosse Pointe Woods
city council will delay enforce-
ment of an ordinance calling
for the annual city inspection
and licensing of buses operated
within its boundaries.

The action came after a rep-
resentative of the
Southeastern Michigan

lic/ols

Transportation Authority
expressed “great concerns”
over the measure while prov-
ing to city fathers that the
regional bus system already
complies with safety inspection
smandated by the Michigan
Public Service Commission.

W Traffic congestion has
waned at the Vernier entrance
to North High School.

The change is the result of
engineers from the Wayne
County Road Commission
extended the timing of the
light for exiting school
grounds.

I A persuasive presentation
by Kroger representatives has
helped convince officials of the
City of Grosse Pointe to
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Ffolidoy ESTATE AUCTION

Auction

Sunday, December §, 1999, 12 noon
5 Kercheval, Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236

Exhibition

Thursday, December 2, 12 noon to 8pm

Friday, December 3, 12 noon to 8pm

Saturday, December 4, 12 noon to 4pm
Sunday, December 5, 11am to 11:45am
Location: 5 Kercheval, Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236

Property from a Prominent Washington, D.C. Estate, Former White House Aide
during the Reagan and Bush Administrations.
Over 150 items _from a Grosse Pointe, Michigan estate. Items include Cartier,
Faberge, Tiffany & Co., and more, over 500 lots.

Catalogues: 825 * Postpaid 830 * Overseas 845 » Express Mail 835

5 Kercheval Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236
(313) 884-4800 Fax: (313) 884-7662

approve the grocery store’s ren-
ovation proposal.

Plans call for the store to be
decked out in a brick facade
similar in color and style to the
Jacobson’s and McCourt build-
ings.

Noting the number of Village
merchants who are taking the
initiative to renovate their
business structures, City
Councilman George Henry said
he liked the way the shopping
district was “shaping up.”

10 years ago this week

S Loca! school officials dis-
puted a first-of-its-kind study
that concluded the Grosse
Pointe School District is not
getting a good return on its tax
dollars.

A study by a private compa-
ny ranked the Pointes 111 out
of 116 suburban school dis-
tricts in terms of the amount of
tax money that was spent on
students..

Critics said the study was
flawed, however, because in
addition to misrepresenting
the Pointes, other highly
regarded school districts such
as Birmingham and West
Bloomfield scored poorly.

B Enrollment in Grosse
Pointe public schools reached
7,272 in 1989, up 44 students
trom the year betore. .

During the same period, the
biggest enrollment increase
was in elementary school, in
which enrollment jumped 155
children to 3,358.

In the district’s two high
schools, conversely, enrollment
dropped 112 students to 2,402.

In 1985 there were 3,076
kids in senior high.

B Chuck Hollosy, who is
already a member of the
Michigan High School Coaches
Hall of Fame, has been induct-
ed into the Basketball Coaches
Association of Michigan Hall of
Fame.

Hollosy served as a teacher
and coach for 29 years, includ-
ing at Austin High and Grosse
Pointe South. .

5 years ago this week

B Like a lot of people, Grosse
Pointe Farms resident Gary

pear shape diamond lady's ring, GIA report
tnternally Flawless
Lot #'s 43, 54, and 68
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in Park with events
for pets and people

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

In the first of a back-to-back
Christmas celebration in

Grosse Pointe Park, children
and pets can have their pic-
tures taken with Santa Claus
on Saturday Dec. 4, from 10
-am. to 3 p.m., at Pointe Pet’s
Supply at 15133 Kercheval.

Pictures cost $5.
"“The proceeds will benefit
the Michigan Humane

Society,” said Cheri Musial,
owner of the pét supply store
and president of the Grosse
Pointe Park Business and

Professional Assoctation.

The next day, on Sunday,
Dec. §, at 6:30 p.m., the Grosse
Pointe Park Business and
Professional Association will
host its fourth annual
Christmas Tree Lighting
Ceremony with Santa Claus.

The event comes complete
with Christmas caroling and
Santa being awarded the key
to the city.

The ceremony will take place
on the corner of Kercheval and
Lakepointe.

“Please come and help us cel-
ebrate,” said Musial.

Wilson was sick of hearing
about the O.J. Simpson case.
Unlike most people, he decided
to do something about it.

Wilson decided to express his
displeasure in a quintessen-
tially American way, by mak-
ing a bumper sticker that read,
“Sick of O.4.”
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Fine platinum and diamond lady's jewelry including a 4.57 ct.

states D color,

M The Grosse Pointe North
High School girl's swim team
won third place in the state
finals.

It was the school’s highest
finish in the state since 1987,
when the squad also took third.

—Brad Lindberg
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Lot #5 62, 30, 48, 47, and 65
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Santa
parade
is Friday

The 24th Annual Grosse
Pointe Santa Claus Parade will
march along  Kercheval
through the Village on Friday,
Nov. 26, at 10:30 a.m. This
year’s theme is Reach for the
Stars.

The parade is presented by
Bon Secours Cottage Health
Services. “It’s not often that
one has the opportunity to
usher in an entire holiday sea-
son,” said Rick Van Lith, chief
executive officer, Bon Secours
Cottage Health Services. “As
the presenting sponsor of the
pardde, we at Bon Secours
Cottage Health Services are
pleased and proud to bring
Santa to the children of our
community. On behalf of our
board of directors, medical
staff and employees, I'd like to
wish everyone the happiest of
holidays and a healthy and
prosperous new millennium
year.”

There will be many new sur-
prises this year including
Santa riding into the new mil-
lennium on his new sleigh from
Jacobson’s, 45 boys and girls
scout troops, walking
Christmas air balloons, six
marching bands, seven floats,
the Grosse Pointe North Pom
Pon Dance team and more.
This year’s grand marshal is
Chuck Gaidica, WDIV-TV 4.

The U.S. Postal Service will
help children send their letters
to Santa by collecting them
along the parade route and at
the Santa Claus stage. Parents
make sure your child places a
stamp on the letter to Santa
and include a return address.

Kicking off the day is the
Annual Jingle Bell Run hosted
by the Lion’s Club of Grosse
Pointe. The run begins at the
corner of Fisher Road and
Kercheval at 9 am.
Registration begins at 7:30
a.m. at Grosse Pointe South
High School.

The parade is produced by
the Grosse Pointe Village
Association. For more informa-
tion, call (313) 343-0540.

1999 Grosse
Pointe Santa
Claus Parade
line-up

Section A

1. Lake Shore High School
Marching Band

2. Grand Marshal — Chuck
Gaidica, WDIV-TV 4 and
Allison Declercq, grand prize
winner, Paint the Window
Contest

3. Antique Truck — Grosse
Pointe Co-op Nursery

4. Inflatable Christmas Tree

. Inflatable Snow Man

6.St. Paul Brownie Girl
Scout Troop 828
- 7. Defer Brownie Girl Scout
Troop 1438

8. Nativity Scene

9. Trombly Brownie Girl
Scout Troop 2612

10. Trombly Brownie Girl
Scout Troop 2946

12. Electric Car — Rep.
Andrew Richner

Section B

13. South Lake High School
Marching Band

14. Dan Dan the Choo Choo
Man

15. Grosse Pointe Unicycle

Corrections

Corrections will be printed
as necessary every week. If
there is an error of fact in
any story, call the newsroom
at (313) 882-0294.

In last week’s front page
news story and Page 6A edi-
torial concerning the possi-
ble taxation of the Grosse
Pointe Shores park, the
acronym NYCE should have

stood for  “Neighbors
Concerned About Yacht Club
Expansion.”
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The 24th annual Grosse Pointe Santa Parade begins at
10:30 a.m. Friday, the day after Thanksgiving, at South
High Schoot! at Grosse Pointe Boulevard and Fisher Road
and procedes up to Kercheval and then down to the Vil-

lage.

Club

18. Maire Brownie Girl
Scout Troop 2606

17. Maire Daisy Girl Scout
Traop 1214

18. Calliope

19. Grosse Pointe Hunt Club

20. Maire Cub Scout Pack 19

21.Grosse Pointe North High
School Fleat

22, Ferry Cub Scout Pack 34

23. Kerby Cub Scout Pack
481

24. St. Paul Cub Secout Pack
61

Section C

25. Anchor Bay High School
Marching Band

26. Monteith Cub Scout Pack
85

27.Grosse Pointe South High
School Float

28. Maire Junior Girl Scout
Troop 2909

29. Lakeshore YMCA

30.Trombly Brownie Girl
Scout Troop 72

31. Maire Brownie Girl
Scout Troop 1644

Section D

32. Allen Park High School
Marching Band

33.Warren Mott Pom Pon
Dance Team

34. Walking Animal
Characters

36. Maire Brownie Girl
Scout Troop 2947

36. Chunma Tae Kwan Do

37. Grosse Pointe Hockey
Association — Pewee Division

38. Pointe Girls Soccer
Association — Mustangs

89. Our Lady Star of the Sea
Cub Scout Pack 39

40. Trombly Cub Scout Pack
86

41.Richard Brownie Girl
Scout Troop 1645

42, Defer Junior Girl Scout
Troop 862

43. Richard Junior Girl
Scout Troop 2911
Section E

44. Utica High School
Marching Band

45.Grosse Pointe Rowing
Team Float

46.Grosse Pointe Fencing
Club

47.Poupard Cub Scout Pack
44

48.Beacon Cub Scout Pack
273

49.Richard Cub Scout Pack
14

50. Trombly Junior Girl
Scout Troop 2908

51. Defer Brownie Girl Scout
Troop 3254

Section F

52.Harper Woods High

School Marching Band

53. Kerby Junior Girl Scout
Troop 1687

54. Monteith Junior Girl
Scout Troop 2693

55. Our Lady Star of the Sea
Junior Girl Scout Troop 754

56. Fort Detroit Golden
Retriever Club Rescue Services

57. Richard Elementary
Brownie Troops 1515 & 1508

58. Maire Junior Girl Scout
Troop 702

Section G
59. Grosse  Pointe
Highlanders Bag Pipe Band
60. Antique Car

82.Beacon Brownie Girl
Scout Troop 850

63a. Defer Junior Girl Scout
Troop 2907

63b.St. Paul Junior Girl
Scout Troop 1226

Section H

64. Midnight Riders Fife and
Drum Corps

65. Grosse Pointe Lawyers’
Auxilliary Float

66. GTO — Judge Russel F.
Ethridge and Judge Patricia
Fresard

67. American Heart
Association — Jump Rope for
Heart Kids

68. 24th Michigan Infantry
Regiment

69. Mason Cub Scout Troop
290

70. Mason Junior Girl Scout

Troop 1105

71.Mason Brownie Girl
Scout Troop 1189

72.Mason Brownie Girl
Scout Troop 3010

73.Mason Brownie Girl

Scout Troop 1106
74. Mason Junior Girl Scout
Troop 2337

Section 1

75. Grosse Pointe Theatre
— Christmas Carolers

76. Grosse Pointe Theatre
— Antique Car — DeSoto

77. Grosse Pointe Theatre —
Willie T. Worm

78. Grosse Pointe Theatre —
Camelot Horses

79. Grosse Pointe Theatre —
Disney Characters

80. Poupard Junior Girl
Scout Troop 156

81. St. Clare de Montefdlco
Cub Scout Troop 399

82. St. Clare de Montefalco
Boy Scout Troop 399

Section ]

83. Detroit Fire Department
Band

84. Antique
Christmas Carol

85. Mayor's Trolley

86. U.S. Postal Carriers

87. Giant Inflatable Candy
Canes

88. Mrs. Claus

89, Grosse Pointe North Pom
Pon Dance Team

90. Defer Cub Scout Troop
147

91. Santa Claus

Car
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Farms City Council briefed
on ‘options’ for Mack/Moross

By Jim Stickford

Staff Writer
Architects Kate Beebe and
William Kessler presented

Farms councilmembers with a
plan for a community center at
the corner of Mack and Moross
at the city’s Nov. 15 meeting.

The duo had been hired by
the city to develop a plan for a
community center for the land,
which was formerly the site of
several retail stores, including
the old Sears building.

The plan, which is an option
for the council to consider, calls
for building of a 77,000-80,000
square foot facility. It would
contain three different swim-
ming pools, two gymnasiums, a
running track, meeting rooms,
a fitness room with various
pieces of athletic equipment, a
climbing wall, a teen center, a
senior center and a small cafe
or snack bar because people
often like to exercise during
their lunch hours. .

Kessler said that there
would also be a child center for
parents with young children.
1He emphasized that it wouldn’t
be a day care center.

“We researched community
centers across the country,”
said Kessler. “They are becom-
ing very popular, especially in
Colorado. But fortunately some
of the best are right here.
Canton Township has an excel-
lent one.”

The plan originally called for
some kind of ice rink, but when
it was announced that Harper
Woods was building two, the
rinks were scrapped, said
Kessler. The facility would be
year-round and cost an esti-
mated $13 million. While that
sounds like a lot of money,
Kessler said, it’s comparable to
what other communities are
spending. The cost of the pro-
ject does not include the rough-
ly $5 million the Farms has
spent obtaining property from
homeowners and commercial
property owners.

“Dearborn is in the process of
building a $37 million commu-
nity center. But it also includes
a fine arts performing build-

* ing,” said Kessler.

The building would be two
stories high for the gymnasi-
ums and the climbing wall, he
said. :

“We know that the school
district has a number of pools,”
Kessler said. “But they are
hard for senior citizens to use.
There are school hours to con-
tend with. Plus the water tem-
perature is often too cold for
older residents.”

Newly appointed mayor
Edward Gaffney said that the
council has not had enough
time to consider the report
carefully yet, but one thing he
knows is that it's an expensive
project — too expensive for the
Farms alone.

“We would need partner-
ships with the other communi-
ties around the Farms,” said
Caffney. “It remains to be seen
if the other Pointes and Harper
Woods want to join such a pro-
ject. We also have to see if
Farms residents want to build
something at the site that is
not exclusive to Farms resi-
dents.”

Gaffney’s first thought for
the site was to build some sort
of senior housing for Farms

Gift Certificates Available

For:

* Adult Tennis Lessons
* Children’s Tennis Lessons
¢ Court Time

* Memberships
(Tennis, Racquetball, Squash or Handball)

20250 Nine Mile
St. Clair Shores

810-774-1300

Pointes

residents. He cited the chang-
ing demographics of the com-
munity. But such a project
would be expensive and the
council needs to get the
answers to a lot of questions
concerning site use.

Last year a survey was con-
ducted throughout the Pointes
by a polling firm hired by the
Farms council to see if there
was support for a community
center at Mack and Moross.

“Our next step is to deter- ;
mine who our partners would :
be,” said Gaffney. “We need to -
determine costs and even if -
such a center is needed in light .
of what’s been going on in !
Harper Woods and Grosse |
Pointe Shores. Beebe and :
Kessler did a good job. They -
presented the council with an -
alternative. I'm not sure it’s .
what we want, but it’s worth !
looking at.” :

Ophthalmologist to speak

By Bonnie Caprara
Staff Writer

Fifteen and a half million
Americans have age-related
macular degeneration, the
most common cause of vision
loss in the western world, but
most people have never heard
of it.

Ophthalmologist, City of
Grosse Pointe resident and

author of “Macular ;
Degeneration: The Complete -
Guide to Maximizing Your -
Sight,” Lylas G. Mogk, M.D,,
will speak on macular degener- .
ation at the Central Library on
Wednesday, Dec. 1 at 7:30 p.m. :

For more information, call .
the Central Library at (313)
343-2074. '

GIVE A GIFT AS SPECIAL
AS THE SEASCON

There's nothing Iike the gift of an elegant Rofex
umepiece to make this a truly special hohday.
And no matter which style of Rolex you
choose, youll be giving a gift of lasting quality.
beauty and desrability This year. gne a gift as

special as the season Wrap up a Rolex

W

ROLEX

edmund t. AHEE jewelers
20139 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe Woods

313-886-4600

5.75% YTM

5.7% YTM

8.25%

CMS Energy™™*

LOUIS BRUNO
Branch Manager
21115 Mack Ave.
G.P. Woods, M1 48236
E-mail: Ibruno@rifs.com

(313) 885-9900

3 Ways to Fix Your Income

Competitive Yields & Predictable Income
Principal Preservation when held to maturity

Fedcrally tax-free municipal bonds®

7-year L.S. Treasury bonds”

YTM

C ted %o your finandal future.

JEFF BRAYTON
Financial Advisor
18164 Mack Ave.

Grosse Pointe, M1 48224
E-mail: jbrayton@rjfs.com

(313) 343-0788

Yields as of 11/722/99 and represent vield to matunty or yvield to worst call as
indicated. Bond prices and vields are subject to change based upon market con-
ditions and availability. TE bonds are sold prior to maturity,

maore of less than imtal investment. Holding bonds to term allows redemption
at par value. 5757 coupon due 5701720 priced at 100.00. Callable 5/01/09 at
100 0. (Aaa/NRY Moodv's and Standard & Poor's. Muniaipal bonds are free
from federal (and in many cases, state and local) taxes and may be subject to the
alternative mimum ton, 5 627 wulpun due 2/15706 priced at 985 Treasury
securities are direct obligations of the United States Government and are among
the Mt secure imvestments avatlable when held to maturity ***8.27% yield to
worst call priced at 10100 (11715701 at 101.000 (BA3/BR) Moody’s and
Standard & Poor's
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Pointer teaches values to children
POINTER OF INTEREST

By Margie Reins Smith
Assistant Editor

Dozens of third, fourth and
fifth-graders who attend John
F. Nichols School in Detroit
look forward to Tuesday after-
noons. At 3:30 p.m., after their
school day ends, they shrug
into their hooded jackets, strap
on their backpacks and start
walking down Burns Avenue,
headed for Jefferson Avenue
Presbyterian Church.

They shed their coats and
grab varn-decorated name tags
to hang around their necks.
For the next two hours, some
32 adult volunteers supervise
more than five dozen children
at The Tutoring TRE.E., an
after-school enrichment pro-
gram sponsored by the church
and designed especially for the
children of Nichols School.

Kids will get an opportunity
to work off excess end-of-the-
schoolday energy in the church
gymnasium. They will work
with volunteer tutors, one-on-
one, to improve their reading,
math and writing skills.
They’ll get help with their
homework. They'll get a chance
to stretch, socialize, run laps
around the gym or play basket-
ball. They’ll also have an after-
school snack, get some time to
“hang out” and banter with
each other or chat with volun-
teers. They look forward to spe-
cial celebrations and holiday
parties. They’ll even learn good
.manners, 5uch as writing
thank-you notes to people who
assist with the program.

Grosse Pointer Julie Artis
has been director of the
Tutoring T.R.E.E. for the last
four years.

“The Tutoring T.R.EE. is
precious to me,” Artis said.

“Eight years ago [ took
guardianship of my 13-vear-old
niece,” Artis said. “This, in a
roundabout way, led me to the
Tutoring TR.E.E”

Artis was born in Detroit
and grew up in Indian Village,
near Nichols School and
Jefferson Avenue Presbyterian
Church.

After high school, she went
to Central Michigan University
where she earned a bachelor of
science degree in health educa-
tion, with a minor in psycholo-
gy

After  graduation, Artis
moved to Missouri to take a job
doing research for the Missouri
State Teachers’ Association.
She met her husband-to-be,
John Artis, in Missouri.

In 1978 she moved to
Wisconsin to work as a
fundraiser for the American
Cancer Society. The couple
then moved to Maine. where
John Artis got his first job as a
school principal.

“I got a job (in Maine) as a
spetialist in family planning,”
Artis said. “I worked with preg-
nant teens. Every job I've had
has been in the field of health
and education.”

They then moved to Cedar
Rapids, Iowa, where she
worked as director of education
for Planned Parenthood and
was a Lamaze instructor.

“One night my husband
came home and said, ‘How
would you like to move?” Artis
said,

“I had just had a bad day at
work, so, without hesitation, I
said, Yes.”

They moved to Grosse Pointe
with their two daughters in
1989, when John Artis took the
job of principal of Grosse
Pointe South High School.
Julie Artis started working on
her master’s degree at Central
Michigan University. She has
one more class to take before
completing a degree in health
services administration.

Two years later, John and
Julie Artis assumed guardian-
ship of her 13-year-old niece.

“She was a challenge,” Artis
said. “This was a turning point
in my life. I believed in teach-
ing children values. Then, all
of a sudden, I got challenged by

taking on an angry teenager.

“(My niece) had to learn to
trust people again and we had
to help her understand that
many people loved her.”

Artis said she has always
believed in teaching children
certain values. Now she had a
chance to put these values into
practice and live them on a
daily basis.

“[ saw an ad in the paper, a
Jjob opening for director of
Jefterson Avenue Presbyterian
Church’s Tutoring T.R.E.E.
Nichols School happens to be
the same school that my three
brothers and my sister (her
niece’s mother® attended.

“I applied. Was interviewed.
Got hired.” :

When she started working
four years ago, the after-school
program was attracting about
32 kids each week and desper-
ately needed more volunteers.

“Now we get 62 kids every
Tuesday afternoon; we have 38
volunteer tutors each week;
we're open from October
through June. This is the ulti-
mate in one-on-one mentoring.
We even have some kids who
are ‘alums’ who help us out.

“This was a way to show my
niece that lots of children have
issues to deal with in their
lives — and many have issues
that are far worse than hers.
All the children here learn
valuable lessons.”

Artis said she works about
15 to 20 hours a week running
the program. She’s involved
not only with the children’s
activities and the volunteers,
but also with paperwork, the
purchasing, fundraising . . . in
fact, all aspects of the program.

“We're also getting more
involved in projects at Nichols
School,” she said. “For
instance, we will be involved in
refurbishing the school library
and we also distribute donated
supplies to children at the

More than $1 million in IRS refunds
still owed to Michigan residents

The Internal Revenue
Service is looking for 1,762
Michigan taxpayers whose
refund checks were returned
by the-U.S. Postal Service.

“These checks total more
than $1 million,” said district
director Arlene Kay.
“Generally, they were undeliv-
erable because of incorrect
names and addresses or
because taxpayers moved and
did not notify the IRS of their
new address.”

If you are due a refund and
have not received it, call the
IRS toll-free assistance line at
(800) 829-1040. Help is- avail-
able 24-hours a day, seven days
a week.

“The best way to ensure that
your check is delivered, and to
guard against loss or theft, is
to have the refund deposited
directly to your bank account,”
said Kay. “Last year, over 23.5
million taxpayers across the
country chose the direct-
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deposit option. It’s as simple as
filling in two extra lines on the
tax forms.”

If you have moved since fil-
ing your last return, the IRS

urges you to file Form 8822,
“Change of Address.” To obtain
this form, call (800) 829-3678,
or visit the IRS web site at
WWW.1rs.gov.
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by living them

school. We're working on pro-
viding special assemblies for
Nichols School kids.”

The Tutoring TR.EE. also
receives donations to fund two
summer camp programs — a
one-week slecpover camp and a
three-week day camp.

The Tutoring TREE. was
started 14 vears ago by the
Junior League of Detroit. The
church took over the program
two years later.

Artis has recruited several
other resources to help with
Tutoring T.R.E.E. activities —
her Girl Scout troop, her soror-
ity, people from The Greening
of Detroit and the senior class
at Grosse Pointe South assist
at special parties by providing
decorations and gifts and
meals. .

“If you ever get a chance to
help a child,” Artis said, “do it.
I learned this first-hand from
my niece. [ wanted to teach my
own children this same con-
cept. I went to my extended
family for help and I wanted to
go beyond my extended family
as well — and the Tutoring
TR.EE. isit.

“This has been an evolution
for me. Things change and we
have to transform ourselves.
I've been transformed over and
over again.”

Artis said that her niece is
now a well-adjusted 20-year-
old, a junior at the University
of Michigan. “We are her par-
ents now.” |

Her two daughers are 16 and
12, students at Grosse Pointe
South and Pierce Middie
School.

“This job fits me,” Artis said,
with a smile. “Many of our chil-
dren and our mentors become
very close. We like each other
and this program makes us all
feel good.”

Anyone who would like more
information about volunteer-
ing at the Tutoring T.R.E.E.
should call Artis between 9
a.m. and 4 p.m. Mondays
through Thursdays at (313)
822-5869.

Margie Watkins of Grosse Pointe Farms helps Kevin
Jackson with a puzzle. Watkins has been a volunteer at
the Tutoring T.R.E.E. for 10 years. "It's a wonderiul pro-
gram,” she said. “We get more children every week and
we need more tutors. Volunteers don’t have to have

teaching degrees.”

INTRODUCING
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New mayor
appointed

he new mayor in the Farms,
Edward Gaffney, has a full plate

in the Farms

him.

For one, there is the sewer separation
project, which has already begun. The
$11 million project should eliminate all
sanitary sewage discharges into Lake St.
Clair.

Currently, the combined storm/sani-
tary sewers have to be diverted into Lake
St. Clair during heavy rains because the
Detroit treatment plant cannot handle
all the discharge that some storms incur.

With storm water diverted to the lake via

- Opinion

amounts going to Detroit for treatment
should never fluctuate dramatically —
theoretically — never need diversion into
the lake.

What residents probably don’t realize
is how inconvenient the sewer separation
is going to be. There are going to be bar-
ricades, traffic rerouting, pot holes, dust
and other inconveniences. But the sewer
project is necessarv and we must all be
patient. Park residents went through
and survived. The Farms can, too.

Then there’s the Mack-Moross proper-

council have to decide what would be the
best use for one of the last pieces of pub-
lic land available. (See related editorial.)

Finally, there’s the future of the Hill
business district that is currently being
discussed. This is not really an issue —
nor should be — but the council’s previ-
ous actions have put it on the agenda.

Earlier this year, the council tabled
developer Richard Russell’s plans to raze
the former Optical Library and build a
two story retail/office building. Some
retailers protested the plans, citing lack

Consequently, the council indefinitely
delayed Russell’s plans — and those of
any others — by calling for a moratorium
on business expansion on the Hill,
Currently, a study is being conducted
concerning the Hill's parking situation
and the concerns of retailers, property
owners adn those who utilize the services
the Hilt offers.

According to the planner’s scope of
work outlined in a letter to the city, the
current study is in an effort to “enhance
retail” on the Hill.

As we have opined in the past on this
page, we believe current business “mix”
on the Hill is sufficient and market dri-
ven. To try to “force” more retail on the
Hill, we believe, will only result in unoc-
cupied storefronts. After all, if there were
demand by retailers to move to the Hill,
they’d be here already.

These items and more face the new
mayor and city council. And we wish
them wisdom and godspeed in resolving

dedicated storm sewers, sanitary sewage ¢y Specifically, residents and the city  of parking on the Hill. them.
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The mother of all rec centers?

magine:
* Three swimming pools
* Two gymnasiums

» An indoor running track
* Meeting rooms
* A fully equipped fitness room
* A climbing wall
+ A teen center
* A senior center

* A child center

+ A cafe

+ 80,000 square feet

* Multi-story

« $13 million guesstimated construction
cost.

No, these are not the amenities of a
planned four-star hotel downtown to serve
casino patrons, nor are they plans for a
swanky new vacation resort in Harbor
Springs. :

Actually, they are the plans for Grosse
Pointe Farms' proposed community center
at Mack and Moross. Rather, these are
“options” for the Farms City Council to
consider. No final determination has been
made yet as to the use of the property,
which formerly consisted of retail stores
and private homes that were purchased
by the Farms at a cost of about $5 million.

The super-center plans were drawn up
by Kate Beebe and architect William
Kessler, who were hired by the city coun-
cil to develop a plan for the site.

Last year, the Farms council commis-
sioned an anonymous telephone survey of
households throughout all the Pointes to
determine if there was support for a recre-
atton center. The firm conducting the sur-
vey did not indicate who the survey was
for or why. Basically, it asked Pointe resi-
dents what types of recreation they liked
— and they liked myriad offerings —
carte blanche, of course.

The architects’ plans had also included
ice rinks, but since it appears the
Neighborhood Club is going to build its
own rinks at Harper and Moross in
Harper Woods — at no cost to taxpayers
— the planned rinks were discarded.

Kessler said the architects researched
community centers around the country
and found they were becoming very popu-

Training school

child of 13 is convicted of mur-

der in Michigan but the issue rais-

es a storm of protest over perhaps

the youngest person ever to be
convicted of such a crime as an adult.

Nathanial Abraham, now 13, will be
sentenced Dec. 14 by a family court judge.
At a minimum he is likely to face deten-
tion in a juvenile center until he is 21. If
the judge decides to sentence him as an
adult, he faces the possibility of up to life
in prison.

Oakland County prosecutors, who
charged Abraham with first degree mur-
der in the death of Ronnie Greene Jr. and
regarded the second-degree murder ver-
dict as a victory, said they want Family
Court Judge Eugene Moore to offer
Abraham a chance at rehabilitation.

They have proposed that the boy be
ordered into a juvenile facility until he is
21, when his progress would be reviewed
and he could be released or sent to an
adult facility, which we feel is a good com-
promise.

What will be the effect of the treatment
meted out to Abraham? We don’t know,
but we're afraid the experts really don’t
know either.
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He said that while the $13 million price
tag sounded like a lot, it’s not compared to
what other communities are spending. He
pointed out that Canton Township has an
excellent community center and that
Dearborn is building a $37 million facility,
complete with a fine arts performing cen-
ter.

Sounds wonderful, doesn’t it?

But lets take a closer look. First, Canton
Township is a rapidly expanding commu-
nity with plenty of room for residential
and commercial growth — that goes hand
in hand with a growing tax base.
Dearborn is hardly Grosse Pointe Farms.
With a population of 85,192, Dearborn is
nearly two times larger than all the
Pointes combined.

Further, the $13 million construction
tab does not include annual operating
costs, an ongoing, never-ending burden to
taxpayers.

Realizing this, Farms Mayor Edward
Gaffney points out that it would require a
partnership of all the Pointe communities
and Harper Woods to pull off this
grandiose (our word) plan.

But Pointe-wide cooperation seems
unlikely. In the past, all the Pointes could-
n’'t agree on a common forester to fight
Dutch elm disease or a unified paramedic

‘response system.

We're not convinced there is need or
demand for a recreation center of this
scope. As stated, the earlier survey was
obviously designed to be a mandate to jus-
tify building an all-serving recreation cen-
ter. No mention was made by those con-
ducting the survey of location, cost-main-
tenance and who would foot the bill.

We're not sure what the best use of the
Mack-Moross property is. But we do know
the proper use is probably not to be the
mother of all community centers.

It's time for cooler heads to weigh in,
take a breather, and come up with some-
thing that makes sense. Grosse Pointe
Farms has a wonderful opportunity to uti-
lize this property with a project that
would not only serve residents but make a
positive contribution to all the Pointes.

We wish you luck.

for child killer?

But if, as has been suggested, Judge
Moore sentences Abraham to the W. J.
Mazxey Training School, he will be subject-
ed to psychological and psychiatric tests
and then be assigned to one of 26 units
that are classified as either medium or
high security.

As Jack Kresnak reported in the Detroit
Free Press, youths assigned to Maxey get
a full day of school, year-around, especial-
ly in sports and therapy programs.

They are supervised by a staff trained to
deal with the developing needs of youths
who have had behavioral problems.

As Kresnak’s report said, there are
about 10 youths at Maxey who were tried
as adults and have received a delayed
adult sentence, meaning that judges
review their progress twice a year.

Youths can be released at age 19 or kept
to 21. If youths show that they have not
been rehabilitated, they must be sent to
adult prison at age 21, under juvenile
laws that took effect in 1997.

This surely appears to be one way that
training could be assigned for young
Abraham. The question, of course, is
whether it works most of the time, or fre-
quently enough to be offered to Abraham.
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Letters

Interesting

articles

To Jim Stickford:

This letter concerns your
article, “Farms man holds a
fundraiser for candidate
George W. Bush,” published in
the Sept. 23 edition of the
Grosse Pointe News. This was
an excellently written article,
and it’s nice to see our commu-
nity pitching in to help out.

Also, this article is what I
like to see appear in the Grosse
Pointe News. There are too
many articles concerning peo-
ple’s opinions that are irrele-
vant to many of our lives. With
out-of-date topics not pertain-
ing to what is going on in
Grosse Pointe, many people, as
well as I, have lost interest in
reading the paper. As time goes
on, there tend to be more per-
sonal opinion articles rather
than articles letting people
know what’s happening, yet
nothing seems to be done about
publishing more community
news. -

First of all, I am writing you
about my opinion on your arti-
cle concerning a fundraiser for
the Bush Campaign. Many
people talk about putting
events like these together, but
most do not carry out their
thoughts, unlike David Easlick
Jr. Your article states that
“While Easlick has been
involved in politics in the past,
he has not been an active par-
ticipant for the past few years,”
it is great that he actually put
his thoughts down on paper,
and did something about it. I
guess in order for people to fol-
low through with strong ideas,
they have to have will power,
determination and the right
connections to make the event
happen.

This is exactly the type of
article 1 find interesting to
read while skimming the head-
lines of the paper. I'm not posi-
tive whether they don’t know
about these types of articles, or

whether they don’t find it
interesting to write about, but
none of the other columnists
seem to care much about what
is going on in our community.
Of about 25 articles I pre-
viewed, only around five of
them were concerning weekly
news in Grosse Pointe.
Something should definitely be
said to the editor about this.
Nothing is going to change, but
that's a completely different
story. If you keep your articles
based on local weekly news,
I'm sure you'll gain a group of
readers for each coluran writ-
ten. Once others start to catch
on, or if something is said to
them, they too will realize the
importance of what's going on

More letters
on page 8A

locally, concerning Grosse
Pointe.

I realize that writing articles
based solely on Grosse Pointe
can be difficult, with all other
coluranists searching for topics
also, but if looked upon hard
enough, there’s news in every-
thing. For example, local
churches holding food drives,
or more the type of article such
as the weekly Pointer - of
Interest column. The more the
article relates to our communi-
ty, the more popular the paper
will be. This, gradually, will
also attract not only older read-
ers, but teens and children as
well.

Maybe also include a chil-
dren’s section, such as the
Yak’s Corner which appears in
the Detroit Free Press. I know
when that first came out not
only I, but also all my friends
became excited to hear the new
Yak came. We would also reply
to the address given, trying to
give the best answer to the
weekly questions they asked
(for the best ones would be

{

published in next week’s Yak).
The editors may not want to
see a children’s section added
to the Grosse Pointe News, but
I don’t see how they could not
want more locally based arti-
cles.

Columnists who have writ-
ten articles pertaining to news
other than in Grosse Pointe
aren’t taking the time needed
to find an article people are
looking to read, but rather
finding topics concerning their
interests.

1 am impressed with your
choice of topics, and urge you to
pass them on to other writers.

If the paper continues to
print personal interest articles,
1 feel it might start to lose
readers, rather than what is
wanted — to gain readers.

Again, thank you for taking
my opinion into account, and
keep up the good work.

Matt Lampkin

Grosse Pointe Farms

Community

commitment

To the Editor:

My two sons and I enjoyed
“family skating” time Sunday
evening at the wonderful new
University Liggett School
(ULS) McCann Ice Arena.

For the first time in almost
30 years, community skating
at the rink has been made
available through a mutual
agreement between the school
and the city of Grosse Pointe
Woods. ‘

Attendance the first evening
was near 75 and I'm sure it will
continue to climb each week.

Thank you to ULS officials
and families for your fine
example of commitment to the
community. This display of
teamwork should serve as
another reminder of Grosse
Pointe working together to be
the best.

K.S. Kurtz
Grosse Pointe Woods
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Thankful
for what?
All of it!

Bah humbug!

Another Thanksgiving. But
what’s there to be thankful for?

Sure, we live in one of the
most beautiful, most well-off
communities in the world, but
it’s flawed.

We have one of the best pub-
lic school systems in the coun-
try but that’s not enough.
Clearly 1 percent of the stu-
dents don’t graduate and 5 per-
cent don't go to college. We do
well on our MEAPs, but so
what? What do they mean,
anyway?

Our teachers are among the
best and most educated and
dedicated. But, hey, at those

salaries, they better be,

Our parks are the jewels of
the lake. But why not, they're
not open to the public. We only
allow those who are paying for
them — Pointe residents — to
get in. In fact, they're so exclu-
sive, they're tax liabilities.

Our tree-lined streets are
joys to stroll down, but the
cities are tardy to vacuum the
leaves for us, and some don’t
even go into our garages and
yards to retrieve the trash.

Our houses are beautiful and
are the best investments we
will ever make. But their costs
are economically discriminat-
ing, making us the butt of the
liberal media and their
attempts to paint us as snob-
bish and uncaring.

Sure, we donate heavily in
time and money to charities
and to support the cultural
gems of the city, but, heck,
we're just trying to assuage our
consciences,

John Minnis

1 Say ?’
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We have many good, consci-
entious citizens who volunteer
their time to school boards, city
councils, advisory boards and
committees. But we knock
them down and invent nonexis-
tent conspiracies because they
attempt to look after the best
interests of all residents, not
Just ours personally.

We're fortunate to have sev-
eral quaint business districts
right in the community so we
can enjoy some local shopping,
do a little business and enjoy a

meal without going across
town. But we complain when
beautification projects are
messy and inconvenient.

We grumble about lack of
parking, but yell bloody mur-
der when we get a parking tick-
et because we over-stayed our
curbside parking spacc instead
of parking in a long-term lot to
begin with.

We enjoy many beautiful
churches, but we complain bit-
terly when a church builds a
new sanctuary, obstructing our

views and climinating the
“green space” we have come to
consider as our own.

We earn some of the highest
incomes in the world, but we
are disgruntled because so
much of it goes to taxes to sup-
port and protect our affluent
nation. Besides, all that money
goes to line politicians’ pockets
anyway.

We have probably the most
democratic republic in the
world. There are no bloody
coups and every person gets a
vote. But only a minority of
registered voters turn out at
the polls. No wonder politi-
cians are no good and don’t do
what we think they should.

We can pick up and move or
travel anywhere we want. We
can cross state lines without
having our papers checked.
But we complain when we're
held up by construction to
make our roads passable. We
can fly anywhere in the world,

but pity the poor boarding gate
attendant when our plane's
late. Worse, when we get there,
we have to wait for our lug-
gage.

We enjoy freedom of speech
unrivaled in the world, but we
use it to spread filth and lies,
and woe to the purveyor of
speech who says something we
disagree with. We all favor free
speech — as long as we agree
with the message.

We all agree we should be
thankful, but we just can’t get
past our pettiness.

But when we stifle our belly-
aching, we realize that this is a
pretty good community and
country to live in and, in an
unguarded moment, we are
thankful.

Happy Thanksgiving!
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Thanksgiving at end of millennium

This coming Thanksgiving is
the next to the last of the 20th
century. We have much to be
thankful for. Watching the PBS
series on the history of New
York City (my home town) I
was reminded over and over of
the greatness of our country,
and how thankful I am to be
living in America at this place,
in this time.

The story of America is, in
large part, Manifest Destiny
and immigration. My parents
were among the millions who
came to Ellis Island to seek a
better life. They came from
small villages as in the movie,
“Fiddler On the Roof” Like
Tevye’s children, my mother
was one of five sisters, and her

was. I am thankful that in
these intermediate grades I
was taught algebra, English
literature and science, among
other courses. My French
teacher was so keen on pronun-
ciation that on first hearing,
Frenchmen thought I was
French. Not for long, though.

I am thankful that from

father thought she would have junior high school I was admit-

a better life in America.
Imagine a father sending his
daughter to a far off land, prob-
ably never to see her again.
Where would I be without him?

It took WWII to convince
most everybody that prejudice
is wrong. I am thankful that
we won WWII and that we got
through the Cold War,
brinkmanship and the balance
of terror without having had a
nuclear holocaust. I am thank-
ful that we learned some
lessons from the two great
world wars and that many
nations are now seeking ways
to establish an enduring peace.
I am thankful there is a United
Nations which has an interna-
tional view and which pro-
motes human rights and world
peace.

I am thankful that I was
born in America, a child of
immigrants, in the land of
opportunity. I am thankful that
I enjoyed the benefits of the
New York Public School
System, being taught by dedi-
cated, professional teachers
who kept me and my class-
mates to high standards, which
included “self-control” exercis-
es each day and the Palmer
Method of penmanship. I am
thankful that my sixth grade.
teacher, Mrs. McLoughlin,
called me “the class scientist.”
She gave me the impression
that she thought I could be a
doctor if I wanted to, and if 1
worked hard.

I did want to and I did work
hard. Junior High School (sev-
enth through ninth grades)
was a brand-new building in
1940. I took a long look at that
building and considered the
classrooms full of typewriters
and the shop full of power
machinery and [ thought 1
knew what a million dollars

\

ted to the competitive and
prestigious Bronx High School
of Science, where I learned the
philosophy and value of science
and the scientific method, and
was stimulated on every side to
intellectual and personal
development, from both teach-
ers and fellow students. We
were all preparing for college.
Most everybody in my class
obtained higher professional
degrees and academic posi-
tions. I feel grateful to have
been among them.

I am thankful that in New
York, goals were set high--- we
were given a vision of opportu-
nity and success. Shortly
before I was born, I have
learned recently, the Empire
State-Building was completed.
It became a dominant and opti-
mistic symbol in a time that
was otherwise depressed and
discouraged. It was built in 13
months, a marvel of planning,
architecture and engineering.
It was a symbol of our country
eventually rising out of its mis-
erable condition.

I am thankful for all the
school trips we took. We went
to the top of the Empire State
building and beheld our city.
From the Statue of Liberty we
could see the amazing and
awe-inspiring skyline. We went
to the Museum of Natural
History and the Hayden
Planetarium. We went to the
Bronx Zoo and the Bronx
Botanical Gardens. We went to
Radio City Music Hall and saw
first-run movies and a magnifi-
cant stage shows. We went to
classical symphonic concerts
by Arturo Toscanini and the
NBC Symphony Orchestra,
which were free. We went to
the Metropolitan Museum of
Art and the Museum of Modern

Art.
v

During this time the New
York Yankees played baseball
in the Yankee Stadium in the
Bronx. The Yankees always
won. They won every game,
then every pennant, then every
World Series--- or so it seemed.
1 was thankful for that, and for
seeing Joe DiMaggio and Lou
Gehrig play.

I am thankful that the
University of Michigan accept-
ed me as an undergraduate
and as a medical student. I am
thankful that I graduated from
such a prestigious medical
school. I am thankful for the
excellent internship I experi-
enced at Sinai Hospital of
Detroit. I am thankful that I
received my psychiatric train-
ing at the internationally
famous Lafayette Clinic. I am
thankful that the department
of psychiatry invited me to be a
faculty member.

I am especially thankful to
have ended up in Grosse
Pointe, which has accepted this
Bronx boy graciously. After the
Bronx, Grosse Pointe is like
heaven.

I am thankful for the abun-
dance of food, for the relative
absence of disease, for the
quality of medical care. I am
thankful that America has
endorsed, upheld and utilized
the principles and theories of
Sigmund Freud more than any
other nation. I appreciate the
philosophy in this country, that
the unique individual is impor-
tant, not just the welfare of the
group as a whole. Not only is
the individual important, but
he/she should be helped to real-

ize his/her full potential.

I am thankful for motor cars
and bicycles and garage doors
that open magically. I appreci-
ate interstate highways. I am
thankful for indoor plumbing
with hot and cold running
water. I am thankful for radios,
television, refrigerators, wash-
ing machines, dispose-alls and
dishwashers. 1 am thankful for
central heating and air-condi-
tioning. These are some of my
thoughts as I approach another
Thanksgiving Day. We all have
much to be thankful for. This is
the time to think about it and
express it, while feasting on
turkey, crenberry sauce and
stuffing, sweet potatoes and
pumpkin pie, mashed potatoes
and gravy.

Dr. Bloom is clinical associ-
ate professor of psychiatry,
Wayne State University School
of Medicine.
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One-name lady
has last word

Led by music maestro
Frederic DeHaven with
soprano Elizabeth Parcells,
tenor Michael Gallant and
bass James Gray III, the
Christ Church and DeHaven
chorales sang a glorious canta-
ta in Sunday’s
all-Bach con-
cert at Christ
Church
Grosse
Pointe. The
orchestra fol-
lowed  bril- %
liantly in the o
Brandenburg .
Concerto IV
with violinist
Connie Markwick and
flutists Laura Larson and
Sharon Sparrow.

After the applause died
down at the intermission, word
spread through the audience
that another celebrity was pre-
sent: the famous opera and
theater-going “Louise,” who
makes a point of appearing on
opening nights at the Michigan
Opera Theatre in costume
appropriate to the perfor-
mance. Tonight she was ele-
gantly attired in a multicolored
ensemble that mirrored the
variety of Johann Sebastian’s
works.

The evening’s choral and
orchestral program concluded
with Bach’s Magnificat in D
with soprano Julie Rose and
mezzo-soprano Tamara
Lehue Whitty supported by
Gallant and Gray and earning
a rousing ovation from those
present.

How was it? FYI finally
asked the diminutive raven-
haired lady whose entire life
appears wrapped up in attend-
ing musical events and who
never offers interviewers any-
thing but her first name.

“It was very good,” she said.

End of the

dead ends?
“Dead End” may tell it like it

is for streets that don't go all
the way through in some of the
Pointes, but the Farms seems
to have found a way to say it
that’s just a little bit nicer:

On Warner Road between
Lake Shore and Grosse Pointe
Boulevard a cul-de-sac is
marked “Road Ends,” and on
Deming Lane off GUP
Boulevard, the sign merely
states “No QOutlet.”

Furniture is
the cat’'s meow

The tiny five-drawer early
American reproduction chest
priced at just $2,710 might be
tempting, but the hottest item
in the window of D.J.
Kennedy on The Hill has got
to be the gold-striped kitty bed
with matchirg satin cushion:
yours for only $198.

Forget that cat bed: The best
deal in the Pointes is surely the
monthly free rose giveaway at
Botanica, the specialty florist
on The Hill.

'

Seems too good to be true,
but they do it anyway Just
stop by and ask for a “Monthly
Rose Card.” One time per
month it allows the holder to
come in, pick any rose on dis-

-play in the store and take it

home. They'll even wrap it for
you.

You've got to love folks like
this.

Bhutanese oops

In the 11/11 item on Dick
and Julie Scott’s Bhutanese
guest the “Mongolian
Barbecue” mentioned is actual-
ly the Mongolian Grill. Also,
FYI has learned the Scott’s
sons Dan and Ken also accom-
panied them on their first trip
to Bhutan.

Playing tag with

Pointe plates
The latest selection of home-
grown license plates seen

around town:

Mercedes 300 SE on Mack.
LADYBUG, green VW bee-
tle on Jefferson in the Park.
SCROOGE, silver-gray
Lincoln town car on Moross
and Mack.

CIGRLVR, black Jeep
Cherokee smoking along on
Kercheval in the Park.

ICE CAT, dark blue Chevy
4X4 on Jefferson.

PAINTNG, Ford pickup
with “Paint Revival Co.” sign
and ladders, spotted on
Cadieux near Mack.

BYDRYWL, plastered on a
Dodge 2500 4X4 on Mack near
Vernier.

Toy Village,
try & top this!

Washington Road’'s Pam
Mrs. Robert) Gladstone
relates an anecdote toe pre-

cious not to share with FY1
readers: “Last Christmas (after

the presents were opened) we

XQQME, on an unapologeti- were alt sitting around at our
cally red BMW M3 in back of home with my siblings, just
Buster Willy’s pizza parlor in watching our granddaughter,

the Village.

Adira, who was 8 months old

SAMEYAM, egg-green SUV then.

on Mack in the Woods.

My husband finally com-

BEHAPPY, gray Mercury mented, ‘At last, a toy we can
Mountaineer sailing gaily up all play with.””

The Hill.
SPUNKIE,

seen outside

Kercheval.
LIFT,

red Cherokee
Lucy's on

robin’s  egg-blue

Winter i coming!

Got a good one for FYI?
Call Ken Eatherly at (313)
822-4091, or e-mail him at
renfyi@home.con

f

Are you ready for a new furnace?

ks b the MO Tremy (g i

Don't let your furnace leave you in the cold this winter -
call MichCon Home Services and save up to
$250 on a new Bryant furnace.

Lbryan

aing § Coutiog Srvtorms:

Extended service hours,
duct cleaning and financing are also available.

For 4 free estimate and up to $250 off a
new Bryant furnace, call 1-888-234-2340 today!
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HEATING & COOLING
SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION

1-888-234-2340
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SUPPORT MEDICAL RESEARCH
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ONE OF THESE
CAN CHANGE
A THOUSAND LIVES
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Support {ocal

businesses

To the Editor:

I would like to urge all to
make a point of shopping in our
Village shopping area. The
major renovations that have
taken place there took much
longer than expected and I am
certain that at times, business
was practically non-existent
due to poor access to stores.

Letters

This situation hurt many of
the local merchants over the
summer and fall season.
However, the streets and side-
walks that were virtually inac-
cessible during construction,
are now open and just a few
finishing touches are all that
remain to be done.

The area is just lovely and
provides us all with unique
shopping opportunities and
places to relax with friends and
family. The anchor stores,

Giving & giving thanks

Few words encompass such a broad spectrum as the word
“giving.” The dictionary uses three inches in an attempt to
clarify this tiny verb. No interpretation can be definitive
because the word can run the gamut from the acts of bestow-
ing, inflicting, permitting, distributing and sacrificing
through conceding, to name a few.

At this time of year, we are particularly mindful of the var-
ious ways in which we are able to give. We stretch ourselves
beyond the routine holiday shopping for our families. Those
of us who are able go the extra mile to help those less fortu-
nate. The Golden Rule has renewed.- poignance and we

become less selfish. Smiles are offe

more easily and music

and church infuse us with the holiday spirit.

The majority of us are fortunate to be blessed with an
abundance of loving family and friends, good health, com-
fortable homes, food on our tables and the everyday things
we take for granted. Our mail boxes, radios, newspapers and
televisions are constantly reminding us of the multitudes
whose lives are not so fortunate. We respond with generosi-

ty exceeding past gifts.

We assemble food baskets for the hungry and purchase
clothing and toys for those in need. We volunteer through
our schools, clubs, churches and other organizations.

Just as important are the ways in which we relate to those
closest to us. It is a wonderful thing that we can reach out to

. faceless strangers, but the little gifts we offer to friends and
family members by our involvement with them and their
needs can also have a positive impact. )

Examplés surround us daily. A young mother is ill, a
neighbor cares for her child. A friend brings a hot meal when
flu hits the homemaker. Errands are run, rides provided to
appointments, dogs are walked, children are tutored. These
tiny acts symbolize love, respect and caring and can be a part

of our daily routine.

We don’'t need a holiday or an inspirational sermon to
remind us to think of others. How difficult is it to return a
shopping cart instead of blocking a parking space? How
much time does-it take to hold open a door or lift a bag of gro-

ceries into a car for someone?

Tangible gifts of material goods alone cannot compare with
the experience of sharing our time, a smile, a gesture or kind
word. Just as there cught not be a seasonal time frame to our
giving, it is good to pause and give thanks for our families
and the life and opportunities available to us in this commu-

nity.

While we are ever mindful of the goodness that surrounds
us, let us not forget those who have personal struggles and
health concerns and will continue to need our prayers and

assistance. A blessed Thanksgivng to you and yours.

— Offering from the loft

Jacobson’s and Damman’s offer
personal service, a wide variety
of merchandise and beautiful
surroundings. There are great
places to have lunch or dinner
or simply relax over a special
cup of coffee and dessert. The
selection of specialty stores is
so unique to our area, and they
all need our support.

It will be a traumatic and
tremendous loss to our commu-
nity if any of the merchants go
out of business simply because
their neighbors failed to do
business there.

Go to the Village and take
some time to shop and enjoy
the ambience and luxury of our
safe, customer oriented com-
munity.

Bonnie E. Levitan
Grosse Pointe Farms

React to survey

To the Editor:

What a marvelous opportu-
nity we residents have to par-
ticipate in the democratic
process regarding the proposed
Grosse Pointe Shores “activity
building.”

Every voter and/or taxpayer
has the opportunity to fill out
and return the excellent com-
munity survey developed by
the “ad hoc survey committee.”

Let’'s be sure our village
council has the benefit of a very
large and truly representative
public response to the survey.
You and I and each of our
neighbors need to fill out that
survey and get it returned by
the Nov. 27 deadline.

Care to be an involved citi-
zen — this is the village we all
share and call “home.”

Please be sure your village
council has your response to
the survey. It’s your civic duty!

Margery Caldwell
Grosse Pointe Shores

Supports

activities building
To the Editor:

I received a four-page ques-
tionnaire from the Village of
Grosse Pointe Shores seeking
guidance on a proposed activi-
ties building for our park. As in
every community, there are
many different opinions on any
given subject. Our village
trustees have wisely chosen to
conduct a thorough and profes-

savings ever!

instant video and intense audio.

When it comes to the holidays, bigger is definitely
better. The same goes for your Internet experience.
And nothing delivers the Internet like a big cable

' through Comcast @Home™. You'll download up to
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sional survey of our residents
on their desires.

This proposal for an activi-
ties building and approval of it
is very important to me as a
mother, grandmother and long-
time active member of the
Grosse Pointe community.

I ask my neighbors and
friends to consider three
things:

1. Our young people need an
activities center for 12 months
not just for the two or three
month summer program we
have now.

2. We need a safe and secure
place for meeting and for fun
where our youth can partici-
pate in wholesome, supervised
activities.

3. Ever since the tragic
events of Columbine High
School and other like
tragedies, we as consenting
adults cannot be complacent.

Grosse Pointe Park, Grosse
Pointe Farms and Grosse
Pointe Woods already have
permanent structures in their
parks. Why shouldn’t we?

I urge my friends and neigh-
bors to support this much
needed and worthwhile activi-
ties building. Responding to
the survey is the first and most
important step.

Sallie Spitzley
Grosse Pointe Shores

Earning respect
To the Editor:

The Grosse Pointe News was
very gracious to publish a let-
ter to the editor authored by
Ellen Bowen titled “A chal-
lenge for excellence” in its Nov.
11 issue, particularly in light of
a disparaging opening para-
graph directed at the Grosse
Pointe News. The accusation of
the Grosse Pointe News,
among others, writing “slan-
derous articles” is quite ironic.

I have observed the Grosse g

Pointe News to be a good friend
of Mrs. Bowen’s, the Grosse
Pointe South High School
music program and her boost-
ers organization; providing
advanced publicity of choral
events, excellent media cover-

age of awards recognition, and M\
the inclusion of many repre-

sentative letters from support-
ers in this forum.

Mrs. Bowen’s letter, followed P

by a letter from her boosters

| Wiere [ﬂ Find Your
COrosse Pomnte News

.be

organization are indicative of
the favorable “share of media”
received in our community.
More importantly, however,
the inclusion of Bowen’s letter
demonstrates your commit-
ment to readers for the oppor-
tunity to express a contrary
point of view. I respect Mrs.
Bowen’s right to express her
opinion in this forum.
However, Bowen’s disrespect
for you and the publishing of
an opinion of another reader,
expressing a point of view
inconsistent with her agenda,
was totally inappropriate.
While I may not necessarily
agree with the content of every
article I read in the Grosse
Pointe News, I applaud your
writers’ commitment to editori-
al balance and responsible

journalism.
In reporting on the contro-
versy surrounding Ellen

Bowen which involved my fam-
ily, I did not necessarily agree
with everything that was writ-
ten on the matter. However,
your reporter, Bonnie Caprara,
conscientiously researched the
issues and filed an objective
story based in large part on the
factual information contained
in Bowen’s personnel records
at the administration office
and obtained under the
Freedom of Information Act.

To characterize news articles
which were based on factual
records as slanderous is not
only misleading to readers but
untruthful as well.

Mrs. Bowen quite often
states that she doesn’t need to
loved, just respected.
Perhaps the respect that she

@
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desperately longs for will be

forthcoming when she learns to

be respectful of others and
their rights.

| Hal Augustine

Grosse Pointe Park

Thanks for
support

To the Editor:

To the many people who
voiced their support of the
Historic Districts Ordinance
approved by the Grosse Pointe
Farms City Council on Nov. 15,
my sincere thanks.

This legislation, which has
the potential to protect our
most significant historical and
architectural local landmarks,
was the result of the collabora-
tion of many people over the
last 12 years: The members of
the Grosse Pointe Farms
Historical Advisory
Commission, the board of the
Grosse Pointe  Historical
Society, the Grosse Pointe
Farms City Council (especially
Lisa Gandelot who spearhead-
ed this effort many years ago),
the city administration and
staff, and the many people who
wrote letters -of support or
appeared at city council meet-
ings.

You believe, as I do, that this
ordinance may be one of the
most important tools to ensure
the beauty, the history and the
economic vitality of this com-
munity into the future. Thank
you for all you did to make it a
reality.

Tish Colett
Grosse Pointe Farms

Lakeshore Optimist Club of Grosse Pointe
“Friend of Youth”

ual

S FOR

THE COLD”

Ciothing Collection

Call 882-7014 with your name, address, and phone number
between now and December 3rd

We will pick up donated clothing left on your front porch
on Saturday, December 4th between 12:00 noon and 2:00 p.m.

Receipt witl be left at your door / All clothing forwarded to Children’s Home of

Detroit and Fost Street Presbyterian Church “Open Door” Program

!
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South TV production students hardly lounge with this lizard

By Bonnie Caprara
Staff Writer

On an early Thursday morn-
ing, TV production students at
Grosse Pointe South High
School are far from lounging
around. Junior Kaitlin DeVries
is coordinating three cameras
and camerapeople on the set
and is in constant communica-
tion with senior Anne Stillings
in the control room — all for
the shot of the perfect choco-
late pecan pie.

Although impending second-
hour classes are putting the
rush on filming, quick judg-
ments and snap decisions fuel
the tension as in any other TV
production studio. This is, after
all, real TV.

TV production students at
South have just finished the
second in a series of cooking

From page 1A

Changes at Café

When Café opened four
years ago, it had a combination
prayer group/nightclub feel to
it. While its purpose was a
place for kids to hang out, it
didn’t draw much appeal to
kids who were skeptical of the
religious overtones or didn’t
care to dance.

Now Café offers a little
something for everyone — a big
screen TV, video games, a cof-
fee house type lounge area,
sumo  wrestling, comedy
nights, a beverage bar and, of
course, dancing.

Café, located at 4950
Gateshead in the Calvary
Senior Center in Detroit, is a
youth center for high schoolers
open two Saturday evenings a
month funded by St. Paul
Catholic Church, St. Paul
Lutheran Church, Grosse
Pointe Methodist Church,
Grosse Pointe Baptist Church,
Grosse Pointe Woods
Presbyterian Church, Christ
Church Grosse Pomte and
Grace Community Church.

“The churches want this to
be something beyond a youth
group, something that goes
beyond religion,” said Café
director Michael Miller.

In the past, kids bypassed
the $5 cover charge if they
attended “the talk” before 8
p.m. Now kids pay $3 at the
door and choose to participate
in discussions if they choose.

“We still have what we call
‘the talk,’ but it’s in a separate
room,” said Miller. “There are
no adults so you can talk freely
about high school pressures, to
have a chance to vent. It’s more
of a person-to-person, peer-to-
peer kind of thing.”

Café employs a full-time
director, Miller, who oversees

shows hosted by Grosse Pointe
Farms resident and South
mother Liz Aiken called
“Lizard’s Lounge.” Think of it
is as Martha Stewart gonc
gecko.

Aiken had done a cooking
segment for the public school
telethon for the last two years
and the TV production stu-
dents chose “Lizard’s Lounge”
as one of their “real life” pro-
Jjects.

“We tock her cnthusiasm
and told the kids this is a real-
life project,” said South TV pro-
duction teacher Steven Geresy.

Geresy sald working with a
client lends a different perspec-
tive to TV production than
working on classroom-based
projects

Sometimes the client has
their own ideas, sometimes the

another middle school night
planned for Dec. 17.

“We see that as a real big
need,” said Miller. “We want to
find out what middle schoolers
really want.”

Miller said Café is in the
process of finding their own
building so they can be open
every weekend and have an
after school coffee house.

Café will be open for busi-
ness again on Dec. 4. For more

information, call (313) 886-
3260 or e-mail
GPCafe@aol.com.
EASY riders

Fifteen-year-old Grosse
Pointe Park resident and
Grosse Pointe South High
Scheol sophomore Stephen
Hands is too young for a dri-
vers license, yet he’s already
what you would consider a
transportation expert.

Hands is a founding member
of Transportation Riders
United, a group of about 100
mass transportation riders and
supporters that was formed in
May 1999.

Hands is proposing a week-
end shuttle service called
EASY (East Area Shuttle for
Youth). The shuttle route
would snake through the
Pointes with stops along the
public high schools and middle
schools, the Grosse Pointe War
Memorial and extend out
beyond the Pointes to other
youth hangouts like the
Eastland AMC Theater in
Harper Woods, the Wired Frog
in Eastpointe and the Star
Gratiot Theater in Clinton
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producer or the director has to
help them decide,” explained
Geresy.

Aiken, who produces the
show “Puositively Positive!” on
Grosse Pointe War Memorial
Cable, said she is thrilled to
work with the South students.

“To be working with kids is
the greatest thing. They show
great  raw  potential,”  said
Aiken, who is a nurse by pro-
fession.

Geresy said he hopes to have
two new installments of
“Lizard’s Lounge” running
each month.

“Lizard’s Lounge” will run on
Comcast’s Channel 20 on
Wednesday, Nov. 24 at 6 and 9
p.m. and Monday through
Friday Nov. 29-Dec. 31 at 7
p.m

Township.

Hands proposes to approach
Peointe Area Assisted
Transportation Services
(PAATS) and its service
provider, SMART, to share the
cost of the bus.

Hands said he met with the
PAATS board a few years ago
when they were locking for a
group that would use their
buses during down times.

Hands estimated it would
cost $35 an hour to run each
20-passenger bus. Since the
proposed one-way route would
take about ore hour, he said
that he would look into support
from local businesses and orga-

"nizations to help defray the

cost.

“There’s also money from the
federal government for subsi-
dies, there’s state money,
there’s money from SMART,”
said Hands.

Hands said he uses the
SMART bus system almost on
a daily basis, but has problems
with route times and reliability
is a problem.

“I try to take the bus to
school ,” said Hands. “I've
taken the bus downtown to
visit my dad at work and to
visit the Cultural Center. 1
take it to go to the movies, but
the last bus leaves Eastland
Mall at 9 p.m.”

Hands expects his biggest
cbstacle to be parents.

“There’s definitely support,”

said Hands. “There are a lot of

kids who want to get out and

want their independence — }§

especially the middle school
kids. There’s support from the

fund raising and the business

end of the operation. A volun-
teer staff of 13 high school and
college students is responsible
for entertainment, decorating,
tear down and publicity. “I give
them the opportunity to facili-
tate their dream and vision,”
said Miller.

_Café attracts about 100 kids
each night it’s open. “It’s good,
but it could be better,” said
Miller. Last month, Café put on
a middle school night and has
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transit companies. The big
problem is the parents. We
need to convince them it’s
safe.”

To contact Hands ahout
EASY, call (313) 885-7588 or e-
mail at slkhands@voyager.net.

The on-line

connection’

Carolyn Sherrill, a librarian
at the Woods branch of the
Grosse Pointe Public Library,
came to the rescue when the
youth panelists expressed an
interest in having a community
web site geared for teens at the
Nov. 4 town meeting.

“We already have a youth
web page with literature sites,
reference materials and a lot of
things for younger kids, but not
a lot of things for teens,” said
Sherrill. “We’d be looking for
help mostly with design and to
take care of updates. We're
looking for input so we can
decide together.”

Sherrill can be reached at
the Woods branch at (313} 343-
2072 or by e-mail at csher-
rill@gp.lib.mi.us.

Getting involved in

decision making

Youth and adults both
agreed that municipal govern-
ments and organizations deal-
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ing with youth needed to find
different ways of listening to
youth and making them more
of a part of decision making.
“I'm part of the youth adviso-
ry council of the (Grosse Pointe

Area) Youth Summit,” said
town meeting panelist and St.
Joan of Arc School eighth-grad-
er Stephen Schrage. “I find
that all the kids that go there
are just sitting there and lis-
tening to what the adults have
to say. I think there's some
opportunity. The adults don't
give the kids a chance to talk.”

“We will continue to bring

Photo by Bonnle Caprara
Grosse Pointe South High
School TV production stu-
dents Kaitlin DeVries, left,
and Amnne Stillings, right,
consult with “Lizard's
Lounge” host Liz Aiken on
an upcoming installment to
be aired starting Wednes-
day, Nov. 24.

this to the table,” said superin-
tendent of schools and Youth
Summit member Suzanne
Klein. “After all, we're in the
kid business. We found out
through these discussions
there were things the Youth
Summit wasn’t talking about.”

“I'll be honest, I'm totally lost
on coming up with ideas on
how to structure something
like this,” said town meeting
panelist, Grosse Pointe Woods
city council person and De La
Salle Collegiate High

See YOUTH, page 14A

Their generous sup
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Grosse Pointe Rotary Foundation
Happy & Bill Rands

1999

Music & Cafe

Thank You For Supporting the
24th Annual Grosse Pointe Santa Claus Parade

The Grosse Pointe Village Association would like to thank the following
businesses and organizations for their support of the 1999 Parade.

rt, make it possible for over 15,000 children, adults, and
seniors to enjoy and to participate in this long-slandmg community tradition.

BON SECOURS COTTAGE HEALTH SERVICES
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of

Aitken, Ormond, Shores & Neesley Insurance, Inc. * Borders Books,
Classic Window & Siding Company e First of Michigan

Grosse Pointe Board of Realtors * Kroger  Law Office of James Allee

Meldrum & Smith Nursery Sales, Inc.« Moosejaw Mountaineering
Pointe Embroidery * Pointe Family Dentistry-Drs. Totte,
Latcham & Van Wallegham, DDS
Village Toy Company * Wendy’s International » Staples * Grosse Pointe Hunt Club
Grosse Pointe Lawyer’s Auxilliary ¢ U.S. Postal Service « Traffic Advertising

Donations and/or_In-Kind Contributions

Grosse Pointe Theatre ® Grosse Pointe War Memorial » McCann-Erickson ® Pointe
Electronics * TCBY Yogurt * The Detroit Lions ® The Pointer News

VILLAGE

CGROSNE NORNTE

The Grosse Pointe Santa Claus Parade is produced by the Grosse Pointe Village Assodiation.
For more information about the 24th Annu# Grosse Pointe Santa Claus Parade

or to volunteer, call (313) 343-0540.

The 24th Annal Grosse Pointe Santa Claus Parade will be held
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From soup to shirts

After working at St. Leo’s soup kitchen as part of their community service pro-
gram, the eighth-graders at the Grosse Pointe Academy put together a clothing
drive for soup kitchen patrons who were in need of warmer clothes for the fall and
winter months and collected 40-50 bags of clothes and other items of need. Pic-
tured are Academy eighth-graders Rose Urbiel, Betsy Alandt, Margaret Leahy,
Alexandra Leheta, Brad Detwiker and Mark Grignon. .
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Poupard service squad scares up funds
for UNICEF

The Poupard Elementary School servicz squad raised over $100 during Hal-
loween for UNICEF. Service squad members Hannah Guilford, Betsy Graney,
Christin Cardani and Mercedes Malcom show off the newly designed UNICEF col-
lection box.

‘What if?” — Talking to kids
about violence in school

Question: I have a 10-
year-old daughter who is
very afraid to go to school. I
have tried to shield her
from TV and newspaper
reports of violent crime in
schools, but the news is
everywhere. She truly fears
a shooting or other violent
crime. What ¢an 1 do to
reassure her — and myself?

Linda: I've always thought
the hardest part of being a par-
ent is facing down those ques-
tions you have no answer for.
And this is definitely one of
them.

Bryan: Yes, it is. It would be
unrealistic and untrue for you
to give your daughter a guar-
antee on her safety. But you do
need to put things in perspec-
tive for her. While it seems
there is a new story of school
violence on TV every day, cases
like that of the Littleton, Colo.,
shooting are still very rare.

Linda: In fact, last March
the U.S. Department of
Education reported that inci-
dents of violent crime in
schools are rare. In fact, only
10 percent of public schools
experienced any serious violent
crimes during the 1996-97
school year, and the rates are
falling. So you may try telling
her the situation may not be as
bad as it seems.

Bryan: But a 10-year-old
probably needs more than sta-
tistics to help her feel secure at
school. Try not to panic your-
self when you hear about vio-
lence or threats of violence.
She’s looking to you for stabili-
ty and assurance that someone
is in control.

Linda: That will help, espe-
cially if you get specific. Talk
with her about what she can do
to help prevent violence. What
would she do if she heard a
threat at school? Who would

Merillat Industries, Inc.
is a Proud
Michigan Company

AMERICA'S CABINETMAKER®

A FULL RANGE OF
AFFORDABLE, QUALITY
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DESIGN
AND INSTALLATION

FULL LINE OF
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PLUMBING
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she tell? Who does she know
she can trust? She might feel
better if she has a plan of
action in mind.

Bryan: And teach her to be
wary of rumors. Don’t start
them yourself and instruct her
to always go to a trusted adult
if she knows of a dangerous
person or situation.

Linda: Along these same
lines, exercise your authority
as an adult to filter what she
hears and sees. Remind her
that most people are trustwor-
thy and helpful. Usually,
schools are ~afe places to be.

Bryan: A lot of communities
today are working together to
prevent violence. Knowing that
might give her hope.

Linda: You might introduce
her to adults who work with
kids to help them solve prob-
lems and manage their anger.

Bryan: And find opportuni-
ties for her to get involved in

Classic Pet Portraiture

school with peer counseling or
mentoring programs. If there
isn’t one at her school, find out
how you could get one started.

Linda: I also think it's
important for parents to build
strong bonds with their chil-
dren and teach by example
how to manage conflict, both in
the tamily and in the world.

Bryan: Maybe it’s also time
to turn off the TV. The sad
events won't go away, but chil-
dren don’t have to dwell on
them. Remind them of all they
have to look forward to and to
celebrate.

Share a question about your
child’s learning and get a free
parent guide to maximizing our
kids' education. You can
respand to this and other ques-
tions at www.michiganlearn-
ing.org. Or write to Bryan and
Linda at Michigan Learning
321 N. Pine, Lansing, MI
48933.

For the Perfect Holiday Gift
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AAA survey says 1.5 million plan Thanksgiving holiday trip

An estimated 1.5 million
Michiganians — 16 percent of
the population — will travel
during the 1999 Thanksgiving
holiday period, says AAA
Michigan, up from 1.3 million
last year. According to an auto
club survey, 75 percent of all
travelers will drive to their
final destination. Forty percent
of those traveling will be head-
ing to a destination within
Michigan.

Popular destinations outside
of Michigan include Illinois (16
percent), Ohio (11 percent) and
New York (11 percent).

Eighty percent of travelers
intend to visit with relatives
during their journey, however,
only 55 percent plan to-stay
with relatives.

The average trip will include
four travelers and last five
days. Thanksgiving weekend is
traditionally one of the busiest

travel periods of the year, says
AAA, prompting heavier-than-
normal traffic volumes.

“Holiday travelers heading
to airports should be prepared
for crowds and travel lightly,”
says Larry Dickens, AAA
Michigan Travel Vendor
Relations director.

According to Dickens, some
airlines may limit the size and
number of carry-on items,
especially during heavy travel
periods when planes are at full
capacity.

Detroit Metropolitan Airport
handles as many as 105,000
persons per day on the
Wednesday before
Thanksgiving and 110,000 the
Sunday following. This repre-
sents a substantial increase
from the normal traffic pattern
of 80,000 daily passengers.
AAA recommends arriving at
the bairpmrt at least two hours

Postal Service to collect
letters to Santa at parade

For the third consecutive
year, letter carriers, clerks and
customer advocates of the
Grosse Pointe branch of the
U.S. Postal Service will collect
letters to Santa along the
parade route of the Grosse
Pointe Santa Claus Parade on
Friday, Nov. 26.

“This is definitely a time of
the year our employees enjoy,”
says Linda Butler, customer
advocate for the Grosse Pointe
and Harper Woods post offices.
“] want to remind everyone to

make ‘sure they include a
return address and proper
postage on their mail pieces.”

It begins at Grosse Pointe
South High School’s track and
goes down Fisher to Kercheval
to Cadiuex and loops back to
South High School.

The parade starts at South
High School’s parking lot, pro-

ceeds to Kercheval via Fisher }

and ends up in the Village.
Butler will serve as Santa’s
helper and answer all letters
collected.

ayoa Brosse Jointe Harms, waign
Wayne County

CODE NO. 12-03

AMENDMENT TO ZONING ORDINANCE
ORDINANCE NO. 350

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF
THE CITY OF GROSSE POINTE FARMS, ORDINANCE NO.
192, CODE NO. 12-03, ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE TO
PROMOTE, PROTECT AND PROVIDE FOR, IN THE
INTERESTS OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY, COMFORT,
CONVENIENCE AND GENERAL WELFARE IN THE CITY OF
GROSSE POINTE FARMS, THE CONSERVATION OF
PROPERTY VALUES IN THE CITY, ITS CHARACTER AS A
RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITY, AND THE GENERAL TREND
THEREIN OF BUILDING AND POPULATION
DEVELOPMENTS; TO ESTABLISH DISTRICTS IN THE
CITY; TO REGULATE THE USE OF LAND AND
STRUCTURES THEREIN AND TO REGULATE AND
RESTRICT THE LOCATION OF TRADES AND BUSINESSES,
AND THE LOCATION OF STRUCTURES DESIGNATED FOR
SPECIFIC USES; TO REGULATE AND LIMIT THE HEIGHT,
AREA, BULK AND LOCATION OF STRUCTURES; TO
REGULATE AND DETERMINE THE AREA OF YARDS, AND
OTHER OPEN SPACES; TO LIMIT AND RESTRICT THE
MAXIMUM NUMBER OF FAMILIES WHICH MAY BE
HOUSED IN DWELLINGS; TO PROVIDE FOR MINIMUM
OFF-STREET PARKING FACILITIES FOR MOTOR
VEHICLES; TO PROVIDE FOR THE ADMINISTRATION AND
ENFORCEMENT OF THIS ORDINANCE; TO PROVIDE FOR
A BOARD OF APPEALS AND ITS POWERS AND DUTIES,
AND TO PRESCRIBE THE PENALTIES FOR THE
VIOLATION OF THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ORDINANCE.”

The City of Grosse Pointe Farms Ordains:

Section 1. Site Plan Review in Centain Districts. For the interim
period of time set forth in Section 3 of this Ordinance, (a) any site
plan review under Section 1511 of the Zoning Ordinance, Code No.
12.03, Ordinance No. 192, as amended, requested for (i) the erection
of any structure located in a B-1, B-2 or O-1 district for which off-
street parking in a public parking facility would be required under
Section 1504 of the Zoning Ordinance, or (ii) any alteration, expan-
sion or change of use of any structure located in a B-1, B-2 or O-1
district for which additional off-street parking in a public parking
facility would be required under Section 1504 of the Zoning
Ordinance, or (b) any request for issuance of a demolition permit for
any structure located in a B-1, B-2 or O-1 district, shall be deferred
pending completion of a comprehcns'wc.s_tudy of potential future
parking requirements and parking availability within the applicable
district(s}. The City Council may, in its discretion, undertake a site
plan review or approve the issuance of a demolition permit notwith-
standing the provisions of the preceding sentences in any individual
case where the City Council determines that unusual practical diffi-
culty or unnecessary hardship would result from deferral of the review
or permit issuance and that such review or permit issuance (i) is in the
general interest of public safety, comfort, convenience or protection
values, and (ii) will not impair the general effect and intent of this

Ordinance.

Section 2. i This Ordinance is declared necessary to
pr:stl:(:r‘e and protect public health, safety and welfare and shall take
immediate effect on December 6, 1999.

i i ; i The provisions of this
Section 3. I p
Ordinange are enacted as an interim measure for the purpose of pro-
viding an opportunity to review and consider the sufficiency of ay#l-
able parking within certain business and commercial dlslr;cls V‘l‘lld n
the City in order to preserve and enhance the character of suc :
tricts. Absent the timely enactment of an ordinance extending ;
duration of the applicability of the provisions of this (_)r(‘llllnanccb,"such
provisions shatl without further action, expire automatically on Marc

5, 2000

ility. If any portion of this Ordinance shall be held

Section 4. ¢ shall not be affected thereby.

invalid, the remainder of this Ordinanc

ENACTED: November 15, 1999
G.PN.: 11125199

Shane L. Reeside
City Clak

POSTED: November 15, 1999

before domestic flights and
three hours before internation-

al flights.
The following are more sug-
gestions offered by AAA

Michigan for smooth holiday
travel:

* Expect heavy congestion in
front of the terminals around
curb-frants. Curbs will be
reserved for active loading and
unloading only.

Drivers dropping off or pick-
ing up passengers will not be
allowed to wait. Park in short-
term parking and meet your
party in the baggage claim
area.

¢ Call the airport parking
hotline at (800) 642-1978 for
information on availability and
rates.

* New security measures
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may mean more hand-searches
of checked and carry-on bag-
gage, which may cause slow-
downs at check-in and screen-
ing check points.

o All passengers are
required to have photo identifi-
cation.

This is true regardless of the
type of ticket issued (paper or
electronic). International trav-
elers will be required to pre-
sent a valid passport, and pos-
sibly a visa, for themselves and
their children.

* Wrap gifts after you arrive
at your destination. Security
personnel may request that
gifts be unwrapped at screen-
ing check points.

¢ Stay calm in lines and dur-
ing inspections. Don’t make
jokes or take actions that may
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THOMASV

TEM IN OUR STORE
Plus, 90 Days Same-AsCash

Every ltem Will Be Marked At 50% Off And Sold In As-ls
Condition, llems May Be Scratched or Discontinued. Most of
the Items Will Be Sold In Sets With A 25% deposit Required.
(See store for complete details, this ad cannot be combined
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Visit Our Web Site!

be construed as threatening.

The 102-hour Thanksgiving
Day holiday (6 pP-m.
Wednesday, Nov. 24, to mid-
night Sunday, Nov. 28) is tradi-
tionally a time for family trav-
el.

But the holiday also falls at
the end of the firearm deer
hunting season, which means
hunters will take advantage of
the long holiday weekend.
According to the Michigan
Department of  Natural
Resources (DNR), during the
16-day firearm deer season
(Nov. 15 through 30), nearly
750,000 hunters will spend
tens of millions of hours hunt-
ing white-tailed deer.

A large deer herd, combined
with large numbers of cars on
the road, creates a high proba-
bility for collisions.

In 1998, 65,397 deer-vehicle
crashes were reported. Four

AL

people were killed as a result of
these crashes and another
2,381 were injured.

Michigan motorists will find
gasoline plentiful during the
holiday weekend, paying an
average 25 cents more per gal-
lon than last year at this time.
The statewide average for self-
serve, no-lead regular (as of
Nov. B) is $1.285 per gallon.

During the 1998
Thanksgiving holiday period,
22 persons died in 19 fatal
crashes on Michigan roads,
compared with 20 deaths in
1997. Restraints were not used
by 11 {61.1 percent) of the vic-
tims who had them available.
Eight, or 42.1 percent of the
fatal crashes, were alcohol- or
drug-related.

AAA Michigan urges all
motorists to avoid alcohol,
buckle up, be well rested and
drive defensively.

EVENT

with any other offer). Our Floor Sample Replacement Sale Is
Offered As A First-Come, First-Serve Basis, Ernest Hemingway
collection not included,
Going On NOW, November 15th thru December 7th.

50% OFF BEDROOMS

Transiticnal to 18th Century, Sleighs to Posters

50% OFF DINING ROOMS

Mahogany, Glass & Iron, Casual to Traditional

China's, Servers & Sideboard.

50% OFF IVING ROOMS

Sofas, Sectionals, Loveseats, Conversation Sofas & Sleepers.

50% OFF ENTERTAINMENT
CENTERS  #ul size, tow Profile, Free Standing,

Holds Most 35/36" TVs.

50% OFF LEATHER

100% TopGrain leather, Sofas, Reclining Scfas, Reclining loveseat.

50% OFF OCCASIONAL

A Variety of Styles, Mahogany, Oak, Glass, lron, Marble & Stone.

50% OFF CHA

RS

Wing Backs, Recliners, Accents, Chairs with Ottomans, Fabric & Lleather

50% OFF HOME OFFICE

Freestanding Desks, Modular Workstotons . Cheny o Oak with Malering leather Chairs

50% OFF BEDDING

PLUS, RECEIVE AN INSTANT REBATE UP TO $200
Most Sets In-Stock & Ready for Immediate Delivery.
Ask us about Americas Best Warranty, 20 Year Non-Prorated!

See store for complete details.

7550 Dixie Hwy. Onc Half Mile South of 1-75
{Fxit 93) in Clarkston ® PH: (248) 620-3344
Toll Free: (888) 288-4553

Showroom Hours:

RN

See all of these finie furnishings at:

Thomasuville
Of Bloomfield Hills
4080 Telegraph Rd.
One block south of long Lake Rd.
Phone; (248) 646-0800
Mon-Fri: 10-9 Sat: 10-6 Sun: 12-5
* Desed on approved crodt on Thomevvile Mestercard. Comnot be combined wih vy ober offer. 75X deposit required on oflspecil orders.
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Thomasuille
HTRANE
Of Sterling Heights
7023 14 Mile Rd. Just West of
van Dvke In Sterling Heights
Phone: (810) 274-4440
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Five departments
chase three men
in G.P. Woods

Three men led police from
five local departments on a
chase in Grosse Pointe Woods
during the early hours of
Wednesday, Nov. 17.

The incident unfolded at
12:57 a.m., as a Woods patrol-
man tried to pull over a 1986
Oldsmobile four-door being dri-
ven suspiciously on eastbound
Vernier near Helen,

The driver disregarded the
police cruiser’s flashing emer-
gency lights and made a quick
left turn from the right hand
lane of Vernier into the oncom-
ing lanes of Mack.

Officers from the Shores,
Farms, Park and Harper
Woods respondcd to a cail for
backup.

Near Hawthurne, the three
subjects bailed out of car and
scaitered among the homes.
Police set up a perimeter from
Vernier to Hollywood, and from
Canton to Mack.

At 1:11 am., Farms police
found one subject, a 16-year-
old male from Detroit, hiding
under a car parked in a drive-
way in the 2000 block of Anita.
He possessed a 15 1/2-inch
screw driver and narrow blade
chisel. .

While Woods officers in the
2000 block of Hawthorne
searched west toward Helen,

White House
Year 2000 calen-
dar marks 200th
anniversary

The second president of the

United States, John Adams,
and his wife Abigail, became
the first residents of the White
House in November 1800.
Since that time, every presi-
dent and his family have hved
in the White House.

In honor of this 200th
anniversary, the White House
Historical Association in coop-
eration with WRE/AMI, has
developed a commemorative
Year 2000 calendar.

The calendar features origi-
nal paintings by 14 American
artists from the 13 original
states and the District of
Columbia as well as extensive
educational information about
the White House. This histori-
cal tribute to the Whate -Iouse
reflects the individual styles
and interpretations of these
artists from various parts of
America.

The purpose of the commem-
orative calendar is twofold: To
heighten the public’s aware-
ness of the significance of the
house at this special time.in its
history and to use proceeds
from the sale of the calendar to
acquire a gift for the White
House from the Adams era.

The calendar sells for $12.95
plus $3 for handling and ship-
ping. To order, call (800) 555-
2451.

The White House Historical
Association, established in
1961, is a nonprofit organiza-
tion whose goal is to enhance
the understanding, apprecia-
tion and enjoyment of the
White House. All proceeds from
the sale of publications and
other products are used to fund
acquisition of historic furnish-
ings and artwork for the per-
manent White House collec-
tion, assist in the preservation
of the public rooms, and fur-
ther its educational mission.

Use our web site
To sell your
Classified Ads

Farms police swept east to cap-
ture another subject hiding in
a side yard.

The second subject turned
out to be a 17-year-old man
from Detroit who had been dri-
ving the vehicle. The third sub-
ject has not been found.

Upon recovering the aban-
doned Oldsmobile, Woods
police said it “had a broken
steering column and was run-
ning without keys.”

Police break up
would-be party

A drunken driver from
Grosse Pointe Park who was
speeding to a soiree with co-
workers at a topless bar on
Eight Mile in Detroit was
stopped by Woods police on
Saturday, Nov. 20, at 10:02
p.m.

Phe suspect, a 27- year-old
man, admitted drinking at a
local bar before being caught
squealing the tires of his white
1997 GMC pickup as he hur-
riedly made the turn from
northbound Mack to west-
bound Vernier.

According to the arresting
officer, the suspect’s “speech
and actions were slow and stu-
porous.”

The suspect failed three
times to recite the alphabet,

had trouble counting and said
he couldnt remember his tele-
phone number.

A test revealed his blood
alcohol level was 210 percent.
As a result, the man found
himself going to jail, not the
bar.

Police confiscated the man’s
driver’s license, issued him a
temporary license and released
him after posting $100 bait.

North student
gets three days

A 15-year-old male student
was issued a three-day suspen-
siot: from Grosse Pointe North
Iiigh School following an inves-
tigation by police and school
officials into his possession of
controlled substances.

On Friday, Nov. 19, at 10:25,
a hall monitor saw the Woods
resident  passing  money
between two other subjects. A
check of the boy’s pockets
turned up a pack of cigarettes,
one cigar and three 100 mg
tablet of Zoloft.

A local pharmacist described
the drug as an antidepressant
similar to Prozac.

According to the Grosse

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS

Pointe public school system’s
code of student conduct, stu-
dents who use tobacco products
on school property face confis-
cation of the items in question,
counseling, parent contact and
a three-day suspension.

Possession of aleohol and
other drugs carries a five-day
suspension.

Selling drugs calls for a 10-
day suspension. In addition to
discipline by school ufficials,
students caught breaking rules
may face police prosecution.

Thieves thankful

for Jeep feast

Like a Thanksgiving tarkey,
a 1999 Jeep Cheroke: was
nearly picked clean after being
reported stolen from a resident
of Grosse Pointe Woods.

On the aftefnoon the
Thursday, Nov. 18, police recov-
ered the vehicle in Detroit
minus its wheels, front and
rear bumpers, headlights,
hood, battery, radio and air
bags.

Among parts of the Jeep that
‘had not been stripped, the
vehicle had a damaged dash-
board, ignition and door lock.

-BEST DEAL

OF THE YEA
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Goose is cracked,
but not cooked

A 28-year-old woman is
being investigated for breaking
the tail of a ceramic goose that
was displayed on the front
porch of a house in the 2300
block of Anita in Grosse Pointe
Woods.

Bad pair in GPW

A 3l-year-old woman from
Detroit was arrested and her
21-vear-old male companion
issued a ticket for traffic
infractions in Grosse Pointe
Woods on Saturday, Nov. 20, at
12:53 p.m.

Police stopped the woman as
she drove on Mack near
Broadstone with a broken
brake light.

Her troubles doubled when
investigation revealed her dri-
ver’s license had been suspend-
ed.

Her male passenger entered
the picture by having open bot-
tles of beer and gin.

The woman paid $100 bond
and was released shortly after
2 p.m.

Garage thieves
nearly caught

A woman from Grosse Pointe
Woods knows first-hand about
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thefts from garages.

‘On Saturday, Nov. 20, at
10:33 a.m., the woman looked
out the wmdow of her home in
the 2000 blocl}f?f Vernier to see
two men stuffing commercial
grade lawn equipment from
her garage into the trunk of
their car.

According to police, the
woman “yelled out the window

and the subjects drove (away)
on northbound Helen with the
trunk open and lawn equip-
ment hanging out.”

Police determined the perpe-
trators had broken into the
locked garage before taking off
in a white four-door car of
unknown make or model.

Bad driver has
drug warrani

A 43-year-old man from
Detroit who was stopped for
driving on northbound Harper
near Allard with a broken rear
window was found to have a
stolen license tab. He was also
wanted in Detroit on. drug
charges.

While searching the man’s
car, the arresting officer from
Grosse Pointe Woods found
“what I believe to be a pipe
used to smoke crack cocaine.

—Brad Lindberg
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Seniors

Memories bring gratitude on Thank

In the litany of holidays,
Thanksgiving is very special. It
brings together families who
have not gathered together for
many months. It marks the
beginning of the busiest season
of the year, when shoppers
become mesmerized by beguil-
ing wares, sonorous carols and
Christmas decorations.

But for all its gaiety and
glory Christmas is exhausting
— not so Thanksgiving.

Guests arrive refreshed and
vigorous after the leisurely
days of summer and the quiet
tranquility of fall. They are
excited to see one another and
are eager to share what they
have experienced since the last
time they were together.

The house is fragrant and
warm as food is prepared for a
festive feast. The rich aroma of
browning turkey is enhanced
by dressing enriched with but-
ter and oysters, spicy pumpkin
pie and baking rolls. This is not
the time to count calories but
to enjoy in relaxed indulgence
the goodness laid out on the
table. Thanksgiving is more
than delicious food, it is the juy
that comes from family and
friends assembled together.

More than any other age
group, older family members
experience a special feeling of
gratitude for this very special
day. Age has its advantage.
One of them is the zhility to see
loved ones in a s; :cial way.

Vaccine available to fight
pneumococcal disease

By Matilda Charles

“Pneutralize” pneumonia!
The best way to fight disease is
to prevent it. That’s something
with which we can probably all
concur. However, the sad sta-
tistics tell us that it’s obvious
that many seniors in the popu-
lation don’t agree at least when
it comes to reducing the risk of
contracting pneumococcal dis-
ease. ’

This disease is blamed for
killing an estimated 40,000
persons a year, which is a
tragedy compounded by the
fact that it is almost totally
avoidable. And unlike viral
pneumonia, for which no vac-

cine yet exists, there is an
effective deterrent to pneumo-
coccal pneumonia.

Surgeon General David
Satcher has launched a cam-
paign called Pneutralize
Pneumonia. M’s aimed at
everyone, but mostly at those
who are most at risk, including
people with chronic conditions
(diabetes, etc.) or with
impaired immune systems, or
who are 65 and older.

Walter Orenstein, M.D.,
director, National
Immunization Program for the
Centers for Disease Control

See VACCINE, page 15A

cyou Brosse Pointe Harms, g
Wayne County

CODE NO. 12-03
AMENDMENT TO ZONING ORDINANCE
ORDINANCE NO. 349

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF
THE CITY OF GROSSE POINTE FARMS, ORDINANCE NO.
‘| 192, CODE NO. 12-03, ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE TO
- #| PROMOTE, PROTECT AND PROVIDE FOR, IN THE
INTERESTS OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY, COMFORT,
CONVENIENCE AND GENERAL WELFARE IN THE CITY OF
GROSSE POINTE FARMS, THE CONSERVATION OF
PROPERTY VALUES IN THE CITY, ITS CHARACTER AS A
RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITY, AND THE GENERAL TREND
THEREIN OF BUILDING AND POPULATION
DEVELOPMENTS; TO ESTABLISH DISTRICTS IN THE
CITY; TO REGULATE THE USE OF LAND AND
STRUCTURES THEREIN AND TO REGULATE AND
RESTRICT THE LOCATION OF TRADES AND BUSINESSES,
AND THE LOCATION OF STRUCTURES DESIGNATED FOR
SPECIFIC USES; TO REGULATE AND LIMIT THE HEIGHT,
AREA, BULK AND LOCATION OF STRUCTURES; TO
REGULATE AND DETERMINE THE AREA OF YARDS, AND
OTHER OPEN SPACES; TO LIMIT AND RESTRICT THE
MAXIMUM NUMBER OF FAMILIES WHICH MAY BE
HOUSED IN DWELLINGS; TO PROVIDE FOR MINIMUM
OFF-STREET PARKING FACILITIES FOR MOTOR
VEHICLES; TO PROVIDE FOR THE ADMINISTRATION AND
ENFORCEMENT OF THIS ORDINANCE; TO PROVIDE FOR
A BOARD OF APPEALS AND ITS POWERS AND DUTIES,
AND TO PRESCRIBE THE PENALTIES FOR THE
VIOLATION OF THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ORDINANCE.”

The City of Grosse Pointe Farms Ordains:

Section 1. le. of R ions. For the interim period of time
set forth in Section 4 of this Ordinance, all regulations, restrictions
and requirements pertaining to parcels located within the R-1-AAA
residential district boundaries as set forth in the Zoning Ordinance,
Code No. 12-03, Ordinance No. 192, as previously amended (inclu-
ding without limitation minimum lot arca, minimum lot width, maxi-
mum building height, minimum structure setbacks and maximum lot
coverage of all buildings on such parcels), shall be extended and made
fully applicable to all parcels located within the R-1-AA residential
district boundaries, except as otherwise provided in Section 2 of this
Ordinance. Such regulations, restrictions and requirements also shall
continue to apply to all parcels located within the R-1-AAA residen-
tial district boundaries.

Section 2. vi . The provisions of Section 1 of this
Ordinance shall not be deemed to apply to any building construction,
alteration or addition to any parcel within the R-1-AA residential dis-
trict in respect of which, as of the Effective l_)alc of t_hns Ordmance, (a)
a building permit has been issued in compliance with the regulations
for the R-1-AA residential district or in compliance with a duly-
approved variance from such regulations, or (b) written 'appllgaqon
for a building permit has been submitted to the City’s Building
Department and such application conforms to the regulations for the
R-1-AA residential district as in effect immediately prior to the
Effective Date of this Ordinance.

Section 3. Effective Date, This Ordinance is declared necessary to
preserve and protect public health, safety and welfare and shall take
immediate effect on November 22, 1999.

Section 4. The provisions of this
Ordinance are enacted as an interim measure for the purpose of pro-
viding an opportunity to review and consider the propriety of more
restrictive density and building restrictions in certain residential dis-
tricts within the City in order to prescrve and enhance the character of
such districts. Absent the timely enactment of an ordinance extending
the duration of the applicability of the provisions of this Ordinance,
such provisions shall, without further aclion, expire automatically on
February 20, 2000.

Section 5. Severability. I any portion of this Ordinance shall be held
invalid, the remainder of this Ordinance shall not be affected thereby.

Enacted: November 15, 1999
G.PN.: 11/25/99
POSTED: November 15, 1999

Shane L. Reeside
City Clerk

By Marian Trainor

Older people can go back and
forth in time. They have a per-
spective born of years of associ-
ation and see not only the per-
son of today but understand
and appreciate what made the
person so.

For instance, a self-confident
person who has brought prid.
and hoenor to the family is seea
against a collage of early suc-
cesses, nurtured by an interest
in books and a fixed focus on
what he wanted to be when he

grew up.

He is the toddler, wrapped
against winter’s cold, waddling
along as he held confidently to

daddy’s hand on their daily
walks. He is the eager student
ready to compete in school
sports and proud of a letter he
earned. There is remembered
sadness when he left home for
college. the empty place at the
table with an untouched shiny
plate.

To others our daughter is a
young woman on her own, at
ease in her profession, a caring
and loving wife and mother
looking to the welfare of her
family and bher home.

This picture doesn’t stand
alone, there is the tiny pink
bundle with kittens on the

is the perfect time

Worbg%efﬁer

blanket who looks up with the
bluest eyes and heart-melting
smile, reaching with tiny fin-
gers. Daughters are special. In
the collage of memory we see
them playing at being grown-
ups, dressing dolls, setting out
tea-time dishes or scolding
their make-believe children.

They are there dressed for
kindergarten in a new dress
with flouncy skirt, hair curied
and bouncy, held back with
bright ribbons, glad to go, yet
uncertain.

We see them, still feminine
but adjusting to a different
mode of family life. In our
memories we see them dashing
and dodging down a basketball
court, determined to make a
basket. We r.iss her as we
missed her brother when she
leaves home for college but we
worry more.

We want to protect her, but
we know that she wants inde-
pendence and no longer nceds
the same concern she once did.

A mother relives some of her
life through a daughter, both

to express our gratitude
to our family of Employees,
Medical Staff, Volunteers,

Support Groups and all who

services to our community

SISTERS OF BON SECOURS AND THE
BON SECOURS COTTAGE BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND ADMINISTRATION

sgiving Day

the little and impurtant hap-
penings, the excitement of par-
tiecs and proms, the thrill of
planning a wedding, scttling
the home and the anticipation
of the first baby.

There is pride when a daugh-
ter graduates from college and
advances into a profession.
There is wonder and perhaps
envy that this accomplishment,
if she so chooses, can be just a
part of her life. She can also
have the home and family
which were her mother’s whole
life.

These are long thoughts and
can only bc inspired by long
years of hiving.

Out of the breadth of memo-
ries, older members of the fam-
ily appreciate those that are
theirs alone.

In this time and place, it no
longer matters so much that
children are no longer the
whole world. They are strong,
independent individuals and
we are thankful on this special
day.

Happy Thanksgiving!

help us provide the finest health care

\yBON SECOURS COTTAGE
HEALTH SERVICES

EALTH SYSTEM

FOR OUR COMMUNITY
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Get your pet’s pictures taken with Santa Paws

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Pets like Christmas, too.

To prove it, watch how much
fun your dog, cat, bird or rep-
tile — and you — have being
photographed with Santa
Paws.

For a $5 donation, pet own-
ers can have a color photo of
their pets Laken with Santa
Paws, the animal counterpart
to Santa Claus.

The event is a fundraiser for
the Grosse Pointe Animal
Adoption Society and will take
place at the Children’s Home of
Detroit on Saturday, Dec. 4 and
11, from 1 to 3 p.m.

Pet adoptions will also be
available on those dates from

noon to 3 p.m. at the same
location.

In addition to the photo ses-
sion, the Children’s Home will
host animal adoptions on
Saturday, Nov. 27, from noon to
3 p.m.

A modest fee will cover the
cost of vaccinations and steril-
izations.

“The animal adoption society
placed nearly 800 animals last
year,” said Debbie Liedel.

Liedel will be wearing twoe
hats at the Santa Paws event.
She is vice president of the
adoption society and director of
community relations at the
Children’s Home.

“The event will help serve
the missions of both organiza-

tions by raising awareness
within the community on
issues relevant to child and
animal protection, and educa-
tion,” she said.

The Grosse Pointe Animal
Adoption Society is a foster
home-based animal adoption
organization that serves the
Grosse Pointes and nearby

communities. The nonprotit
outfit does not practice
euthanasia.

The Children’'s Home of
Detroit was established in
1836. It is Michigan's oldest
provider of residential services
for children aged 6-17 who
have emotional problems.

The home, located in Grosse
Pointe Woods, has served more

than 15,000 children and fami-
lies in need of specialized ser-
vices,

The partnership between the
home and Grosse Pointe pet
owners extends beyond photo
shoots and adoption sessions.

As part of the home’s volun-
teer Canine Companion Club,
dog owners take their pets to
the home to play with the
grateful children.

During afternoon get-togeth-
ers, local golden retrievers
Chelsea, Coach, Cassidy and
Casey have wowed the kids
with boundless energy and
unconditional friendship.

The Children’s Home of
Detroit is located at 900 Cook
Road in Grosse Pointe Woods.

Safe driving hints for the Thanksgiving holiday

Car crashes involving alco-
hol are higher during the five-
day Thanksgiving holiday —
Wednesday through Sunday —
than any average five-day peri-
od, according to 1997 and 1998
crash statistics for the seven-
county southeast Michigan

region released by the
Southeast Michigan Council of
Governments (SEMCOG).

While there were fewer total
crashes during the five-day
Thanksgiving weekend in 1997
than during an average five-
day period in 1997, the number
of alcohol-related crashes
jumped to nearly 6.5 percent
during Thanksgiving weekend,
up from 4 percent during an
average five-day period.

In addition, fatal crashes
doubled during the
Thanksgiving holiday com-
pared to an average five-day
period in 1997.

The story is similar when
analyzing 1998 crash data.
Alcohol-related crashes during
the five-day Thanksgiving holi-
day were 5.4 percent of total
crashes, a full percent higher
than an average five-day peri-

Youth e

From page 9A

School teacher Vicki Granger.
“I've taught in schools where
there’s been a strong student
structure where students were
involved in things, including
disciplinary issues,” she said.

“I know there are models
that can work,” she continued.
“The challenge is to go back to
the Youth Summit to investi-
gate what kinds of decision-
making models have worked in
other communities.

“We all know it’s ingrained in
parents to say, ‘Look, just move
over. Just let me do it. It will
only take me two minutes
because it will take you a half-
hour” We constantly have to
remind ourselves not to do
that. We all know letting go is
a good thing, but it’s very diffi-
cult as adults to do that”

Bruce told the audience at
the town meeting, “What 1
heard and I hope you heard, is
that students continue to cau-
tion us.

“The solution is going to
require a lot higher level of dia-
logue and involvement than
we're used to. I suggest to you,
as it was for me, this has been
a major learning process.

“It’s a new way of thinking.
It's a new way of trying to
respond to the young people
who have taken the courage to
articulate how they would like
us to respond.”

od in 1998.

Fatal crashes increased
nearly 43 percent during the
Thanksgiving holiday com-
pared to an average five-day
pertod in 1998.

“We're releasing these statis-
tics as a reminder to everyone
that the combination of drink-
ing and driving can be deadly,
especially around the holi-
days,” says Paul Tait, SEM-
COG executive director.

“Our awareness is usually
heightened during the
Christmas and New Year sea-
son. We want everyone in
southeast Michigan to realize

that we need to be alert during
the Thanksgiving holiday, too,”
he added.

“Tie One on for Safety,” a hol-
iday (Nov. 1 through Jan. 1)
awareness campaign created
by Mothers Against Drunk
Driving (MADD;
www.madd.org) focuses on dri-
ving sober during the holiday
season and throughout the
year.

MADD encourages everyone
to tie a red ribbon to a visible
location on their vehicle to
serve as a reminder to drive
sober and for others to do the
same.

The National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration’s

(NHTSA) “Operation America
Buckles Up Children
Mobilization” is the law
enforcement and public educa-
tion effort focusing on the high-
travel time of the
Thanksgiving holidays.

The NHTSA web site —
lwww.nhtsa.dot.gov — has a
variety of materials available
to states and communities that
address impaired driving
issues.

SEMCOG is a regional plan-
ning partnership of govern-
mental units serving 4.8 mil- .
lion people in the seven-county
region of southeast Michigan.
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Santa Paws and a friend raise money for the Grosse
Pointe Animal Adoption Society at the Children’s Home
of Detroit. For a $5 donation, families can have their
pets’ picture taken with Santa. The event takes place
Saturday, Dec. 4 and 11, from 1 to 3 p.m. Money raised
will go toward the animal adoption society.

to your needs.

THE EXPERTISE YOU NEED
THE ATTENTION YOU DESERVE

The expertise you need.
The attention you deserve.

Banc One Investment Management Group
For more information please call:

Banc One Investment Management Group in Grosse Pointe: from left to right standing: Kevin Granger, Patrick Jones,
Lee Petrella, Russ Nahat, Diana Keel; sitting: Mary Ganesch, Bill Shelden, Ken Meek and Ellen Parsigian.

At Banc One Investment Management Group, we're able to bring you the tailored investment management and trust services
you've been looking for. Our professionals listen to your financial goals and create investment management strategies specific

’

Whether it's planning for the future or making the most of what you're investing today, we can help. And that means you
receive the best financial advice available - with the personal service you deserve.

Bill Shelden
AN
BANK == ONE.
. .
A
©1999 Bank One Corporation. Products and services are made available through various affiliates of Bank One Corporation
f
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Elizabeth Grant

City of Grosse Pointe resi-
dent Elizabeth Grant died at
Bon Secours Hospital on
Thursday, Nov. 18, 1999. She
was 96.

Miss Grant was born in
§ Mount Clemens and was a
fashion designer. She is sur-
vived by a niece, Carol
Loungberry, and a nephew,
Kurt Katzenmeyer. She was
predeceased by a sister, Adele
Foley.

A memorial service for Miss
Grant wiil be held at St.
Philomena Church in Detroit
at a later date. Cremation took
place at Resurrection
Cemetery in Clinton Township.
Funeral arrangements were
handled by Verheyden Funeral
Home.

Vernor Morris

City of Grosse Pointe resi-
dent Vernor Morris died
Tuesday, Nov. 16, 1999, He was
93.

Mr. Morris was born in Gary,
Ind., was a 1932 graduate of
Bowdoin College and was an
account executive with Liberty
Mutual Insurance Co.

Mr. Morris was a deacon of
the Grosse Pointe United
Church. He served as presi-
dent of the Bowdoin chapter of
Delta Upsilon fraternity and

Vaccine

From page 13A

(CDC), says, “We have safe and
effective vaccines to prevent
suffering and death. A dose of
pneumococcal polysaccharide
vaccine can prevent complica-
tions and thousands of deaths
from pneumococcal disease
each year among persons 65 or
older. My message to all older
Americans is, don’t wait for
your doctor to recommend the

@ vaccinations. Be pro-active and

"4'ask for the shots. It’s your
z"""* health and it’s your life.”

Vernor M

the Central Iowa Mineral
Society. He was a member of
the Senior Men’s Club of
Grosse Pointe, where he was
active in its golf league and
Music Makers orchestra, and
the Grosse Pointe Newcomers
Alymni Bridge Marathon. He
enjoyed golf, playing banjo and
collecting minerals.

Survivors include his daugh-
ter, Edith Croake; two broth-
ers, David and John; and two
granddaughters. He was pre-
deceased by his wife, Edith;
and son, Frank.

A private service will be held
at a later date. Interment will

Seniors interested in receiv-
ing the pneumococcal vaccine
are urged to call their local
health care providers.

No brain drain

As readers of this column
know, scientists have discov-
ered that the brain is able to
generate new brain cells
throughout our lives, contra-
dicting the long-held belief that
we have a finite number of
these neurons, and once
they’re gone, they’re gone.

be at Qakridge Cemetery in
Marshall.

Memorial gifts may be sent
to the Frank V. Morris
Scholarship Fund, Washtenaw
Community College
Foundation, Student Center
Building — Room 207, 4800 E.
Huron Dr., Ann Arbor, MI
48106-0978.

Marguerite Virginia
Motney

Marguerite “Chickie”
Virginia Motney died Saturday,
Nov. 20, 1999 in her Grosse
Pointe Woods home at the age
of 71.

Mrs. Motney was born in
Detroit. She is survived by her
husband, Fred; two daughters,
Lenore Graves and Diane
Wilkey; a son, Fred; a sister,
Phyllis Haberek; a brother,
Franklin Macro; her mother,
Mary Rose Macro; and seven
grandchildren.

A funeral service for Mrs.
Motney was held at Christ
Chruch-Detroit on Tuesday,
Nov. 23. Interment is at
Resurrection Cemetery in
Clinton Township. Funeral
arrangements were handled by
Verheyden Funeral Home.

Memorial gifts may be sent
to the Karamanos Cancer
Institute.

The most recent study shows
that brain cells can regenerate
in even deeper areas of the
brain than had been expected,
and they don’t necessarily stay
there. It seems these cells have
the ability to move into areas
that control the higher cogni-
tive functions.

This discovery can have
exciting applications in the
treatment of various brain dis-
orders including Alzheimer’s
and Parkinson’s disease.

— King Features Syndicate
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Useful winter driving tips

Last winter, parts of
Michigan experienced the
worst storms in many years.
Record snowfall and very cold
air turned some of the enjoy-
ment of the season to tragedy.

“Last winter will be remem-
bered for significant winter
weather around the New Year’s
holiday,” says Darin Figurskey
of the National Weather
Service and member of the
Michigan Committee for
Severe Weather Awareness
(MCSWA).

Most memorable was the
blizzard on Jan. 2, which
brought heavy snow and wind
gusts as high as 65 mph to
many areas of Michigan. In
southern lower Michigan,
snowfall totals around a foot
were common, with a few loca-
tions receiving up to two feet of
snow.

Many roads remained
impassable for days, and some
schools were closed for up to
two weeks after the storm.

In parts of lower Michigan,
this was the most significant
snowstorm in 20 years, since
the blizzard of 1978. Lake-
effect snow was prevalent in
the wake of the winter storm,
‘and very cold air moving over
Lake Superior through Jan. 4
resulted in a final snowfall
total of 31 inches in Marquette.
The very cold air was also
responsible for three deaths
and 29 injuries in southeast
Michigan.

For the entire winter, 10
storms produced double-digit
snowfalls across upper
Michigan.

Just prior to New Year’s Day,
bands of lake-effect snow
plagued northern  lower
Michigan with whiteout condi-
tions. During the early after-
noon of Dec. 31, those condi-

tions contributed to a 100-car
pileup on I-75 in Crawford
County, which resulted in one
death and seven injuries.

Due to the accident, north-
bound I-75 was closed for sev-
eral hours.

Finally, in addition to the
snow, a pair of significant ice
storms affected upper
Michigan, one in east-central
upper Michigan on Jan. 23,
and another late winter event
on April 4 in the Keweenaw
Peninsula.

Ice accumulations were up to
a half-inch thick and power
outages lasted three days at
some locations.

According to the MCSWA, no
matter what the winter weath-
er hazard — from extreme cold
and snow to ice and wind —
everyone in Michigan should
be prepared for winter’s dan-
gers. Winter storms can immo-
bilize a region, disrupt utilities
and even cause flooding. The
MCSWA offers the following
tips:

+ Use caution and common
sense when driving in the win-
ter. Vehicles cannot stop as fast
on icy and snowy roads.

» Watch for scattered slip-
pery spots, especially on over-
passes, bridges and underpass-
es.

* Keep a shovel, warm blan-
kets, bags of sand or cat litter
in the trunk which can be used
in case of emergency.

+ If your vehicle does become
stuck and you are unable to
free it, run the engine and
heater for only short periods of
time and with the window par-
tially rolled down. Make sure
the end of the exhaust pipe is
unobstructed.

* Stay in your vehicle in case
of emergency.

* Keep the gas tank and

954 Am

Across the street, Bill
comes in from a run,
feeling light-headed with
chest pains. He dials 911.
Destination: The ER at
Bon Secours Hospital.

11:04 am

Bill is stabilized and

admitted to the Bon Secour‘ 1
critical care unit. ' .

neuromuscular diseases.

With your help,
MDA is puilding
a tomorrow without

Muscutar Dystroghy Associotion

1-800-572-1717___ |

10:40 am

Lois cuts her finger
preparing food for her card
club. She wraps her hand

in a towel and grabs the car
keys. Destination: The ER at
Cottage Hospital.

12 NOON

12 noon and 12 stitches
later, Lois shuffles the
cards at her card club.

windshield washer reservoir
full.

* Make sure wiper blades
and snow tires are in good con-
dition prior to the start of the
winter season.

+ Clear snow and ice from
windows, mirrors, hood, roof,
headlights, taillights and
trunk. Use low-beam head-
lights in snow and fog.

* When applying the brakes
on either snow or ice, avoid
locking the brakes. This allows
you to maintain steering con-
trol of the vehicle while obtain-
ing maximum braking efficien-
cy. On vehicles equipped with
anti-lock brakes, do not pump
the brake pedal apply
steady pressure.

* Motorists who change
lanes or merge on icy or snowy
roads should proceed with cau-
tion. Watch out for other dri-
vers.

» Always wear your safety -
belt.

* If you see a large plume of
snow or yellow flashing lights,
stay back — it is probably a
snowplow clearing the road.

» Keep telephone numbers
for local tow service and/or
roadside assistance in case
your vehicle becomes disabled
or stuck in the snow.

DEATH NOTICES

DANNECKER
Arthur Jr.

November 15, 1999 Age 79. Daytona
Beach Shores, Florida. Survived by
Kay- wife of 55 years; Son- Steven

C., Grosse Pginte Woods; Daughter
Jill A. Martin, Port Orange Florida.

Sister- Joyce Swart, Grosse Pointe,
Brother- Donald, Ocala, Florida. Four
grandchildren. Mr. Dannecker was
born in Detroit, was Vice President of
advertising and public relations for
Westfield companies of Westfield
Center, Ohio. Was President of own

consulting firm Benchmark

Management Services, inc. Former
Councilman of Daytona Beach

Shores. Presidents Ciub of Ohio 4-H -
Hall of Fame at Chio State University.

Avid golfer who played over seven
hundred courses around the world.

Served on the Board of Governors for
the World Series of Golf, at Firestone
LCounlry Club in Akron, Ohio.

TwoO ER LOCATIONS
TAILORED TO FIT
YOUR EMERGENCY.

COTIAGE.

BON SECOURS.
WHERE MAJOR EMERGENCIES COME FIRST.

The Emergency Departments of Bon Secours Cottage Health Services
provide prompt, expert medical attention 24 hours a day, seven days a
week. Both are staffed with board-certified physicians and specially
trained ER nurses. And, Bon Secours and Cottage Hospitals are within
blocks of each other — near where you live or work — so you're always
close to the care you might need.

WHERE MINOR EMERGENCIES GET MAJOR ATTENTION.

The ER at Cottage Hospital treats minor medical emergencies — not
requiring admission to the hospital — in comfortable and familiar
surroundings, close to home. We specialize in prompt treatment of
your emergency. Often, you're on your way within an hour.

The ER at Bon Secours Hospital is ready to respond with expert medical
attention in life-threatening situations. Inpatient beds are available for

anyone requiring admission for continued care and treatment.

*ON SECOURS COTTAGE

HEALTH SERVICES

EALTH Svsv&m

Warb;g@ef/wr

THE EMERGENCY DEPARTMENTS OF
BON SECOURS COTTAGE HEALTH SERVICES.
MINUTES AWAY. MINUTES APART.
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Chevy Astro — stayin’ alive in hot-selling minivan market

When minivans were a hot
new item back in the '80s,
Chevrolet weighed in with the
Astro, the most conventional of
a conventional bunch. I liked it
best then. 1 still do.

When Chevrolet introduced
its radically styled Lumina
minivan (at the same time as
the Pontiac Trans Sport and
Oldsmobile Silhouette), Chevy
wisely continued the Astro.
(iM’s pointy-nosed minis didn't
loosen Chrysler Corp.’s grip on
the minivan market. The old-
fashioned rear-drive (or all-
wheel drive) Astro has kept
Chevrolet alive in that hot-sell-
ing market.

The 2000 Chevrolet Astro
comes into this model year
with only a few modest innova-
tions. It still pretty much looks
like and feels like the original.
And that’s not bad.

QOur test vehicle was a 2000
Chevrolet Astro minivan with
all-wheel drive, made in
Baltimore. What do they know
about automobiles in
Baltimore? Well, they've got
building this one down pat.

With the Astro you don't get
the curves and fashionable
rounded contours of the
Chrysler minivans or the Ford
Windstar. The Astro is old-

fashioned, no doubt about it,
an early '80s design. Models
that have been around a long
time can deliver impressive
value. The Astro does.

This is a no-nonsense hard-
working van with a conven-
tionally boxy shape, a practical
carrier that can be equipped to
suit just about any family,
trimmed in any of three levels.

Depending on configuration,
Astros can seat up to eight pas-
sengers and haul as much as
three tons. Taller than its
rivals, Astros are more truck-
like. You have to climb up into
them, a consideration if you
transport old folks or old dogs.

But once you're seated up in
the driver’s seat, the Astro
delivers a pleasant highway
ride with very adequate han-
dling.

A 190-horsepower, 4.3-liter
V-6 is standard, providing
power through a smooth-shift-
ing, four-speed electronically
controlled automatic transmis-
sion to drive the rear wheels.

The Astro is available as a
rear-drive or all-wheel drive
passenger van or cargo van in
three trim levels, base, LS Max
and LT.

The Astro Cargo Van is avail-
able in base trim only and pro-

By Richard Wright

vides
tion of size,
dependability.

This versatile van is ideal for
cost-conscious fleet managers,
small business owners and
tradespeople. No other midsize
cargo van can carry more than
he Astro, Chevrolet claims.

The LS Astro Max Package
provides a number of standard
features, including power door
locks and windows, overhead
roof console and chrome-
cladded steel.

The lower-priced rear-drive
van is recommended for haul-
ing heavy loads. A tow/haul
mode on the transmission
holds revs longer when Astro is
laden with cargo or a trailer.
All-wheel-drive costs more and
delivers improved wet-pave-
ment traction.

an impressive combina-
capacity and

The 2000 Chevrolet Astro minivan is largely unchanged in appearance since its

introduction in 1985.

SPECIAL FORD
EMPLOYEE PRICING

Fostures 3.0 Vuican V-4, 4 speed mao, AMFN caseetse, shamn. wheels,
doors & kocks. Price ncludes destinetion & defivery, APR 8.9%

New for 2000 are such
details as remote keyless entry,
battery rundown protection,
accessory power that is
retained after ignition is
turned off until a door is
opened and a towing mode for
the transmission.

The ABS, engine and
exhaust have been improved,
and a plastic 27-gallon fuel

tank is standard. Dual depow-
ered airbags and antilock
brakes are standard.
Headlights that automatically
activate in low-light situations
have been added.

Chevrolet said typical Astro
buyers are 34 to 54 years of
age, with median Income of
$50,000 and are predominantly
married college graduates with
children.

EPA mileage estimates for
the Astro (automatic transmis-
sion is standard) are 15 mpg
city/19 mpg highway.

Vans are very popular, par-
ticularly minivans, and sport-
utilities have become a staple
in the American automotive
market, far surpassing the sta-
tion wagon in popularity.

And if the level of road rage
is indeed higher now than it

used to be, I think these larger
vehicles contribute by blocking
the vision of drivers behind
them and in parking lots and
structures.

In case you are behind a dri-
ver and can’t contribute to the
level of rage by blocking vision,
a flash-to-pass feature has
been added this year.

Flashing to pass, a normal
element of driving in Europe,
incites rage in the U.S. but we
don't have slow lanes and fast
lanes here any more, so there
is no real reason to flash.

The Astro continues to be a
rational choice for the minivan
buyer with its base price of
$20,860 for the RWD cargo
van; $23,260 for the AWD cargo
van; $22,207 for the RWD pas-
senger van and $24,507 for the
AWD passenger van.

-This Astro is pulling a trailer, using a tow/haul mode on the transmission which
holds revs longer when laden with cargo or a trailer.

“Stay on the Right Track to 9 Mile and Mack
To the Little Store With No Back Door”

"A VERY HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
"SALE"

OPEN FOR ALL - ESPECIALLY
FOR OUR FORD EMPLOYEES
FRIDAY, NOV. 26, 1999 UNTIL 9 PM

FOR CURREMT
LESSEES

il;Awm

LESSEES

"g

Features 2.0L Eng., 4 sp

Customsr Cash

FOOUSSE

FOR CURRENMNT

Red Carpet Lease

Dowrn A PFPe

Dus at Signing’

Includes security deposit; excludes tax, title, and license fes.
Customer cash dus st signing s net of all rebates.

1, 92% $5,4048

ALSO AVAILABLE
FOCUS SE WAGON

HOME OF TH

.a,g

9 MILE at Mack St. Clair Shores
YOUR A, X & Z PLAN HEADQUARTERS

/

'

N

AN

'\ \-
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i

TRUCK CONVERSIONS
IN-STOCK

Crew Cabs, 1999 F150 Supercabs, 4x4,
Duallys and Diesels and Expeditions

S.V.T.’S IN-STOCK NOW!

A-PLAN, X-PLAN Z-PLAN HEADQUARTERS

Commercial - Retail

Ask Us About Our “"NEW"

& Lease Department

Ask For Paul Paselk - Fleet Mgr.
Gregg Hahn, Mike Cottrell or Bob Krause
Our Commercial Truck Specialists

*Certain Mmodels only. **Plus tax, llccnu. All rebates to Roy O’'Brien Ford, Inc.

Mon. & Thurs. 8:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

8:30 - 6 p.m. Closed Saturday

HOURS:
Tues., Wed. & Fri.

s TOLL FREE *

1-800-281-2707

- SPECIAL FORD
EMPLOYEE PRICING

2000 EXPEDITION XI.'I'

-ﬁ OR LEASE FOR

V8, R.V. Plus Py, Trafler Tow, Automatic, Class I, L, IV. High Calling Alr & Hest, Color
TV, VCR, Viste Conversion Beds, Speciel Running Bosrds, Vista Shedes &

Shrouds..Nothing More To Add? Retall Onby.
E “ORIGINAL” FREE SERVICE LOANER WITH EVERY PURCHASE OR LEASE! (\NtwcaroRr

ENEENEEEEEEEEENEEENNL

TRUCK ONLY)

9 Mi. Rd.

(1 Mi. E. of 1-94)
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G.P. Shop owners say minimum wage increase will hurt

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Small-business owners are
worried about the prospect of
an increase in the minimum
wage.

A spot check of local shop
keepers showed they hope
President Bill Clinton will
carry out his threat to veto a
recently approved bill to
;ncrease the minimum wage by

1.
A legislated wage increase,
said business representatives,
could cause anything from
bankruptcies to the laying off
of inexperienced workers,
mainly teenagers who are try-
ing to get a toehold in the job
market.

“An increase in the mini-
mum wage could put some of
us out of business,” said Cheri
Musial, owner of Pointe Pet’s

Supply and president of the
Grosse Pointe Park Business
and Professional Association.

Last week, Senate
Republicans passed legislation
to raise the federal minimum
wage from $5.15 to $6.15 in
increments over 28 months.
The Republican bill differed
from an earlier Democratic
proposal, which the GOP
deteated, that would have
kicked in the $1 raise in only
half the time.

According to a study by
Congress’ Juint Committee on
Taxation, the Democratic plan
would raise federal taxes $1.7
billion over the next five years,
while the Republican counter-
proposal contains $18.4 billion
in tax relief during the same
period.

If the Republican measure
makes its way through the

House, it faces an immovable
object -in the form of Clinton.
Promising to veto the legisla-
tion “in its current form,” the
president has gone on record
calling the measure’s tax provi-
sions a “cyntcal tool to advance
special interest tax breaks.”
Supporting the Republican
proposal,  Sen. Spencer
Abraham (R-Mich.), said, “We
have found a solution to
increasing the minimum wage
and providing tax relief to
small-business owners.”

Mark Brewer, chairman of

the Michigan Democratic
Party, criticized Abraham’s
position: “He wants to give tax
breaks to wealthy Americans
but is asking working families
to wait three years for one
buck ”

According to the Economic
Policy Institute, 420,386 peo-

Woods awards forthcoming
The Grosse Pointe Woods Beautification Advisory Commission met recently at its
25th annual Beautification Awards Program. Business and residential awards will
be presented for sigaificant beautification efforts throughout 1999. Members
include (front row, from left): Mary Beth Nicholson, recording secretary; Kim Sor-
% | get, vice chairperson; Jacki Rumpp, chairperson; Carol Sauter, corresponding sec-
;| retary; James Kedich, treasurer; (back row, from left) Bonnie Fleming; Marge
Kingsley: Angelo DiClemente; Catherine White; Mayor Robert E. Novitke: Michael
Zolik; Marie Thomas; Janette Duster; Thomas Fahner, council representative;
Kathleen Brown, DPW representative and Fred Orth. Members Heather Simmet and
Asaron Druckner are not pictured.

ple in Michigan, or 10.5 per-
cent of the work force, earn
minimum wage.

Musial, who has among her
staff three part-time employ-
ces with little work experience,
looks forward to Clinton’s veto.

“If I had to pay (workers) $6-
something an hour,” said
Musial, “I'd want somebody on
my staff with more skills and
experience.”

“Uh, oh,” said an apprehen-
sive Kyle Hall, a part-time
employee of Musial. For young
people like Hall, a student at
South High School who had no
work record before Musial
hired him seven months ago,
an increase in the minimum
wage could mean losing his job.

The same goes for employees
of Botanica, a flower shop in
the Farms owned by Greg
Glendenning.

Glendenning said he’d coun-
teract an increase in the min-
mum wage by replacing three
of his part-time workers, all of
whom are students with little
experience and limited skills,
“with one adult who is more
capable of doing many things.”

Glendenning’s concerns hit
home with one of his part-time
employees, Laura Martin, a
IWoods resident. She and her
classmates have discussed the
minimum wage in a political
science class at the University
of Michigan Dearborn.

“I’'ve heard that a lot of jobs
will be lost” if the minimum
wage goes up, said Martin.

According to “Sense and
Nonsense on the Minimum
Wage,” an analysis of the
effects of minimum wage on
employment by economics pro-
fessors from the University of
Chicago and Texas A&M,
employment among men and
women aged 15-19 fell 6.7 per-
cent and 5.4 percent, respec-
tively, after the minimum wage
was increased in 1990-91.

“The damage done to
teenagers is twofold,” accord-
ing to an analysis of minimum
wage legislation by Matthew
Kibbe, a fellow at the Center
for the Study of Market
Processes at George Mason

University.

“First, they lose income
immediately (due to layoffs).
Second, because minimum-
wage legislation has rendered
them unemployable, teenagers
cannot gain the experience and
skills that would make them
employable at higher wages
later.

“If there were no floor price
on labor,” Kibbe continued,
“teenagers could offer to work
for a lower price until they had
gained the training, experience
and skills they needed to com-
mand a higher wage.”

Jeannie Soulliere, manager
of Speedi Photo in the Woods,
juggles the schedules of 22
employees, 18 of whom work
part time while attending high
school or college. To lure good
workers in a strong economy,
she pays more than minimum
wage.

She bases wages “on perfor-
mance,” she explained. Still,
she said, “It’s hard to keep peo-
ple. I don’t lose my staff to new
Jobs, but to graduation from
school or when they move into
their careers.”

She added, “I'd like to hire
older people because they'd he

Clip & Save

AnimalTech’

Small Animal Removal & Exclusion Services

Bats * Raccoons * Squirrels * Skunks
Opossums * Muskrats ¢ Birds

We relocate nuisance animals and perform
exclusionary measures to allow you freedom
from your unwanted animal nuisance.

more permanent, but they're
hard to find.”

For many young people, a
guaranteed minimum wage is
a way of hife.

But for a generation of
Americans who entered the
work force before the Fair
Labur Standards Act of 1938
established the first national
minimum wage of 25 cents an
hour, a guaranteed wage unre-
lated to job performance is a
baffling luxury.

Hazel Schwartz was born in
1911. Long retired from operat-
ing a drug store in Detroit with
her late husband, she helps out
these days at The Dried Flower
in the Woods.

In 1929, as a high school
graduate on the eve of the
Great Depression, she earned
20 cents an hour as a soda jerk
with the Vernor’s Company at
the foot of Woodward in
Detroit. The prospect of a guar-
anteed income was as fanciful
as an episode of Flash Gordon.

She remembers the days
when “you didn’t worry about
how much money you were
making,” she said. “You were
Jjust tickled to death to have a
job.”

All Building Heights and Designs Serviced.
We also offer:

Roof Repairs « Chimney Screens/Caps * Vents
Gutter Repair & Cleaning « Flashing
House and Building Sealing
Helps prevent:

Heating & Cooling Loss * Weather Damage
Insect Infestations * Animal Intrusion

Totl

313-882-6590
OR

e 1-888-844-3491

The lore and legends of Grosse Pointe

The fascinating history, lore, and
legends of Grosse Pointe and Lake
St. Clair come alive in Tonnancour,
a series of lavishly illustrated vol-

region.

umes. The two volumes now,in
print are available separately or
as a set. Each volume is a unique
collection of first-hand accounts,
original essays and articles, his-
toric maps and photographs, and
other material on this historic

Tonnancour is edited by Arthur
M. Woodford, director of the St.
Clair Shores Public Library and
author of several books on the his-
tory of Michigan and Detroit. The
title of the work refers to the
Grosse Pointe summer estate of
Theodore Parsons Hall, which
was built in 1880 and is no longer
standing,

Each volume contains about 200

Barmes & Noble (Mack & Moross)

Border’s Books & Music (Kercheval in the Village)

Detroit Historical Museum Gift Shop
Dossin Great Lakes Museum (Belle Isle)
Eleanor & Edsel Ford House Gift Shop
Gifts Afloat (Jefferson & Ten Mile Rd.)

Grosse Pointe Historical Society (381 Kercheval)
L & L Books (Penobscot Building, Detroit)
Walden’s in the Village
Wrights Gift & Lamp Shop (18650 Mack Ave.)

illustrations, including pen and ink sketches, woodcuts, photographs, and maps. Indexes in each vol-
ume. Over 200 pages per volume. $40/vol.

Tonnancour is available directly from Omnigraphics, or from the following locations:

o Check enclosed.

Please charge my

Card #

Order Form

Omnigraphics, Inc.
615 Griswald ¢ Detroit, Michigan 48226
Phone: 313-961-1340 ¢ Toll-free: 800-234-1340
Fax: 800-875-1340

o Please enter my order for

copies of Vol. 2 of Tonnancour: Life in Grosse

Pointe and Along the Shores of Lake St. Clair at $40

each. [ understand I mayreturn the book(s) for a full
refund within 30 days without obligation.

Michigan residents please add 6% sales tax.

o American Express o MasterCard o VISA

copies of Vol. 1 and

Exp. Date

Signature

Phone

Name

Address

City

State

Zip

Special Instructions
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Please call Customer Service for
discounts on 5 or more copies.

800-234-1340

Omm, mpﬁa, Tneo.
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Greenspan raises rates for t
Let's talk

On Nov. 16, the Fed raised
two key interest rates.

The feder-
al funds rate
tcharged on
overnighit
l o a n s
between
banks) was
increased 1/4
of 1 percent
to 5 172 per-
cent, and the
discount rate
(charged by
the Fed on
leans to its

A
By Joseph
Mengden

member banks)
was boosted to 5 percent, from
4 3/4 percent.

The Fed's next meeting s
Dec. 21, then Feb. 1.

Giving thanks
The year-end holiday season
officially begins on

Thanksgiving Day and contin-
ues through Y2K Day, formerly
known as New Year's Day.

The holiday shopping sea-
son, of course, began immedi-
ately after Labor Day. inter-
rupted only by the four-week
detour through the ghosts and
goblins of Halloween.

This former eve of the holy
day, All Saints Day, now ranks
as the nation’s No. 2 retailing
event (second only to
Christmas), exceeding Easter
and Mother’s Day, dollarwise.

Have you noticed an increase
in your catalog mail this year?

LTS and Mrs. LTS do not
prohibit our banks, credit card
issuers and other retailers
from selling our name and
address to other merchants.

LTS was home the cther day
when our over-burdened
mailperson struggled up our
" path with one box and two
arms full of catalogs and junk
mail. '

LTS inguired if any other
person on the mail route
received more waste paper
than we did? “Why, you get
more mail deliveries, by far,
than anyone on my route.”

In researching last week’s

article about United Parcel
Service, LTS realized that
there’s been a quiet revolution
in America’s delivery system of
products and services.

During the 18th and 19th
centurics. our federal govern-
ment carefully nurtered and
developed the Postal Servicee to
assure the prompt delivery of
personal Jetters and business
bills.

Meanwhile, the transporta-
tion and delivery of packages,
crates and bulk items were
deliberately left to others,
including American Express
and Wells Fargo iremember
the “Music Man™?).

Then came the invention of
the railroad, telegraph, tele-
phone and airplane.

The dissemination of infor-
mation was reduced from
weeks to days, and now, with
the Internet, is instantaneous!
And e-mail does not need a 33-
cent stamp.

Last week, LTS sent an e-
mail to our cousin in
California, announcing the
birth of our seventh grand-
child, Amalia Elise Bunker,
daughter of Melissa Mengden
Bunker and Frank Bunker. of
Grosse Pointe Woods.

In former times, this
announcement would have
added revenues to Western
Union, AT&T or the post office.

The Internet also opens a
whole new shopping experi-
ence.

A couple of weeks ago, we
were watching one of the old
movies on TCM (Turner
Classic Movies, Channel 66 in
Grosse Pointe). The announcer
mentioned some of the other
movies in which the female
lead starred.

So LTS turned on the PC,
jumped on the Internet, click
one for “Entertainment,” click
two for “Movies,” click three for
“Name of Movie.”

A couple of seconds later,
LTS was enrolling at
Amazon.com with name,
address and credit card infor-

Villagé pafkihg is
free during holidays

By Brad Lindberg
Staft Writer

Merchants in the Village are
excited about a free parking
program that will extend
through the holiday shopping
season.

From Nov. 26-28, and Dec.
10-26, parking will be free in
all municipal parking lots in
the Village shopping district of
the City of Grosse Pointe. The
policy includes the parking
deck behind Jacobson’s, but not
on-street metered parking.

“This i1s a thank-you to our
customers for supporting local
businesses,” said Beverly
Leinweber, who serves on the
board of the Grosse Pointe
Village Association.

“It’s great for the customers,”
said Christie Hickcox, general
manager of Borders Books and
Music.

Susan Wheeler, mayor of the
City, said, “We view it as a
thank you to the great coopera-
tion and terrific patience (by
merchants and their patrons)
during the recent streetscape
improvement project.”

Last spring, the City began
the first upgrade of the Village
in 25 years. The $1.3 million
project began with the replace-
ment of underground utilities
and has yiclded wider side-
walks and simplified traffic
patterns.

Decorative brickwork, old-
fashioned streetlights, new
trees and flower boxes are part
of a package to make the home-
town shopping district more
attractive and accessible to
shoppers who are looking for
an alternative to the commo-
tion of malls.

“With the new streetscape,
the Village looks so nice and
new,” said Kate Cherry, a resi-
dent of the City who attended
the Village Christmas tree
lighting ceremony earlier this
week.

Cherry shops frequently in
the Village. “The free parking
program will complement the
Village's new look,” she said.

Last weekend, Wheeler met
with members of the Village
Association.

“A couple of merchants said
their bottom lines were going
straight up,” said Wheeler.
“They reported having a lot
more traffic and enthusiasm.
They're optimistic going into
the Christmas season.”

Although the parking promo-
tion is limited to municipal
lots, parking will remain free
on Kercheval until new park-
ing meters are installed as the
streetscape project nears com-

pletion.
“We hope everyone will do all
of their shopping in the

Village,” added Whecler.

Business People

Metz

Virginia Metz has been elected chair of the
Labor and Employment Law Scction of the
State Bar of Michigan. She has also been
named chair of the Local Rules Advisory
Committee of the U.S. District Court for the
Eastern District of Michigan

Metz, an attorney with the law firm of
Vercruysse Metz & Murray, which is Incated in
Bingham Farms, is a Fellow of the College of
Labor and Employment Lawyers and is listed

in The Best Lawyers in America.
She is a resident of Grosse Pointe Park.

Business

STOCKS

mation.

The whaole purchase took
about five minutes. The VHS
cassette of the movie, which
cost $15.12, including postage,
arrived three days later.

LTS has not yet experienced
“clectronic  banking,” but
intends to start soon. Imagine
paying bills without writing
checks, without paying 33
cents postage to mail the check
across town in five-days-plus,
only to find out you were
charged a $15 late payment fee
by the vendor.

No wonder then that ‘First
Class mail has declined as a
percentage of total mail move-
ments, and will continue to
decline in the future.

With Federal Express and
other over-night delivery com-
panies capturing most of the
envelope mail business, and
UPS grabbing the package
business from the Internet,
will the post office be relegated
to just peddling newspapers
and catalogs?

Hey bub, fill ‘er up!

It was September 1941 in
Houston. LTS was a high
school senior, who would grad-

uate at age 17.
Back then, Texas had only 11

grades. When the South finally
got into step, one class had to
retake a year.

Eventually, there was one
very small graduating class,
oniy those who skipped-ahead
a year, and those who flunked-
back one year.

LTS and his best friend,
George, usually double-dated
to the Saturday night football
dances.

George's dad had a company
car, which none of his kids
were permitted to drive.

So George always volun-
teered 50 cents for the gas,
which, at 10 cents a gallon,
was more than needed, since
the cars got about 10 mpg back
then.

After the dance, we'd all go
out to the South Main Street
Drive-In, which came complete
with short-skirted car-hops,
jukeboxes that played for 5
dents a record, and a movie
screen out back that featured
“Felix the Cat.”

Cokes were 5 cents, ham-
burgers 15 cents, and malts 10
cents. Tips were 5 to 10 cents,
depending on the service and
the conversation.

In 1965, LTS motored from
Detroit to the Grand Canyon in
a 1964 Pontiac Bonneville
seven-passenger station wagon

(the rear seat faced the rear).

It weighed-in at over three
tons, and with six kids, a dog,
the zippered luggage carrier on
top, and hauling a two-wheel
pop-up trailer, the Bonnic V-8
got 7.5 mpg at 65 mph
Premium gas cost 35 cents a
gallon in 1965,

Now, LTS has a four-door
computerized V-8 that sips gas
— 26 mpg at 65 mph and 24
mpg at 75 mph. But premium
gas now sells for $1.40 to $1.60
a gallon.

Midweek, last week, crude
o1l traded above $26/bbl,
another three-year record
high.

With preduction curtailed at
least until March 2000, there
is tatk in the Oil Patch that
crude could go up to $30/bbl

November 25, 1999
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hird time

this winter.

Thirty-dollar crude would
push regular gas to about
$1.50/gallon and premium to
$1.80. ‘

At 8 mpy, the cost of driving
those monster SUVs is going
north!

Hurry, only 29 shopping
days until Christmas!

Joseph Mcengden s a rest-
dent of the City of Grosse
Pointe and former chairman of
First of Michigan. He is also a
member of the Financial
Analysts Society of Detroit Inc.

“Let’s Talk Stocks” is spon-
sored by Comerica Inc., First of
Michigan, John M. Rickel, CPA
PC., and Rickel & Baun, PC.
in Grosse Pointe Farms.

16980 Kercheval,
Grosse Pointe 48230
313-886-1200
800-544-9978

First g[Mighiga_;n i

HEADQUARTERS FOR

TAX EXEMPT MUNICIPAL BONDS
Call for @ FREE copy of our Municipal Bond Inventory

20155 Mack Avenue,
Grosse Pointe Woods
313-884-9600
800-852-6693

Member NYSE - SIPC

JOHN M. RICKEL, C.P.A, PC.
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT
63 KercHeval, Sume 100
Grosse POINTE Frrms. MicHican 48236-3627
TELEPHONE 313/881-8200
EMAIL ricket baun@home.com

RICKEL

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
ATTCORNEYS AT LAW
63 KercHevaL, Suite 100
GROSSE POINTE FARMS. MICHIGAN 48236-3627
TELEPHONE 313/886-0000
FACSIMILE 313/86-0405

& BAUN

We'd like to discuss a little business.

Our small business specialists can give you expert advice and
the financial resources 10 help your company grow. For more
information call us at 1-Boo-829-5214.

ComernA

We listen. We waderstand. We make it work”

Comevica Bank Member FDIC Equal Opportursity Tender

www.comerica.com

Neep Reasons To
SHop EARLy?]

Baby,
We Got "Em!

Friday, November 26th throuqh‘
Tuesday, November 30th,
spend $250 between 8am and 12pm,

show receipts and receive a

FREE Live
Holiday
TREE

(4" Norfolk Pine, while supplies last.)

S FASTIAND CENTER

Hudson's, JCPenney, Target and over 100 specialty stores,
Eight Mile Road. just west of .94,
313-371-1500

S PEPS|




ovember 25, 1999
rosse Pointe News

One of the IRS’s pet peeves is
isclassification of employees
independent contractors.
That’s because employment
es are the federal govern-
ent’s cash cow.
It's been estimated that
ncle Sam has lost as much as
RO billion in tax revenues as a
psult of independent-contrac-
br status being claimed incor-
pctly.
Jd o hn
BRickel, a cer-
fied public
ccountant
yith offices
m the Hill in
Erosse Pointe
arms, said,
If employee
Bocial
Becurity,
edicare and
lederal unem-

Ricketl

bloyment taxes, as well as

ithholding taxes, are not paid
by the employer, the recipient
ypically claims deductions
at largely offset income.

“Both the federal and state
bmployment and part of the

come taxes are lost to the
povernmental units.”

To prevent the loss of valu-
hble tax dollars, the govern-
nent imposes severe penalties
hn those who misclassify.

Therefore, says the Michigan
Association of Certified Public
Accountants, be forewarned.

Make sure you understand

ow the IRS determines
hether a worker is an
@employee or an. outside con-
fitractor, and follow its guidance
arefully.

B Misclassifications
P88 can be costly

[ If the IRS decides that your
MR independent contractor is real-
B/ ly an employee under the tax
v laws, assessments include the
B federal income tax, as well as
[ Social Security, Medicare, and
¥ federal unemployment taxes,
that should have been paid all

g

o

Saturday

from 1AMS &

Humane Society

THE .,
1AMS &
COMPANY

822-2822

individual needs.

Foacm
Insured

Tol Pree: 1-877-Y2K-0001

A $5.00 donation per photo
will be given to the Michigan

15133 Kercheval

Between Lakepointe & Maryland

along, in addition to interest
and penalties.

“State costs follow, as well,”
added Rickel.

Should the business prove
unable to pay the assessment,
“responsible persons” including
corporate officers and share-
holders, can be — and are —
held personally liable.

Rickel said, “Where a busi-
ness is losing money, this
assessment can put a responsi-
ble person out of business —
and taxes are not discharged in
bankruptcy.”

Keep in mind, too, that when
you are required to reclassify
an independent contractor as
an employee, you canface con-
sequences in the area of
employee benefits.

IRS’ determining factors
There are 20 different fac-

tors the IRS uses to determine

whether a worker is an inde-

pendent contractor or an
employee;
Generally speaking, the

more control an employer
exerts, the more likely it is that
the IRS will consider that per-
son an employee.

For example, the govern-
ment will likely view your
independent contractor as an
employee if:

* Your company controls the
job by instructing when,
where, hours worked and how
it is performed.

¢ Your company provides the
tools and materials.

The independent contractor
can’t produce evidence of any .
significant investment of time
or money spent setting up a
business.
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“Nor can other significant
customers,” added Rickel.

* Your company pays the
person at regular intervals —
hourly, weekly, or monthly.

* The independent contrac-
tor cannot directly realize .a
profit or suffer a loss as a
result of his or her services.

Protecting yourself

If your company is using
independent contractors, there
are several things you can do to
minimize your exposure to
employee reclassification, with
all its resulting assessments.

First, prepare written inde-
pendent contractor agreements
that clearly describe the terms
of the arrangements.

Within these agreements,
address as many of the IRS’s
20 worker classification factors
as possible. .

Because you want to illus-
trate that the independent con-
tractor is not subject to the
same control you would have
over an employee, your written
agreement also should include
a provision requiring the con-
tractor to have responsibility
for hiring, firing, and directly
compensating his or her work-
ers.

In addition, Rickel said, “you
should provide insurance cov-
erage for the contractor, and
‘also insured’ coverage for you
at your work site.”

Your contract also should
require the contractor to pro-
vide all necessary tools and
equipment.

You also might include a
clause in your agreement stat-
ing that you have no intention
of retaining the contractor for
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Business

ndependent contractor versus employee — a big difference

long-term employment.

In terms of your working
relationship, instructions given
to independent contractors
about when, where, how, and
in what sequence to perform
the job should be general in
nature.

Whenever possible, any nec-
essary instructions should be
given as recommendations, not
mandates.

Have the independent con-
tractors submit invnices to the
company for payment and then
keep copies of these invoices on
file.

It’s also important that you
not assume responsibility for
paying the contractor’s busi-
ness or travel expenses or pro-
vide health or insurance bene-
fits of any kind.

What Congress has done
to protect you

Determining a worker’s sta-
tus can be somewhat arbitrary
— and the consequences of
misclassification potentially
devastating, particularly for a
small business.

As a result, Congress enact-
ed Internal Revenue Code

Section 530 to preclude the IRS

Great

.

Gift Idea
QGive your favosite golfer more than 150
free greens fees! The Golf Privilege Club
entities each member 10 play at Michigan's
finest club, couryes and resorts.

Tust $35 ~buy 3, get 1 free untit December 31
(800) LUNG-USA

AMERICAN LUNG ASSOCIATION.
of Mgt

from penalizing for erroneous
classifications as long as the
employer consistently and in
good faith classified them as
independent contractors.

To qualify for Section 530,
you must have:

* Not treated the worker as
an employee in the past.

¢ Consistently treated the
worker as an independent con-
tractor on all returns filed
(including Form 1099).

* A reasonable  basis
(reliance on authority, prior
IRS audit, or a long-standing
industry

practice) for treating the
worker as an indepegpdent con-
tractor.

* Not treated anyone else
holding a substantially similar

19A

position as an employee.

One more place to turn

The IRS offers a program
called the Classification
Settlement Program to help
businesses and IRS examiners
resolve worker classification
issues as 50011 as a dispute
occurs and to ensure that
Section 530 relief is properly
applied.

Examiners are authorized to
offer settlements to qualifying
businesses.

To avoid this situation, CPAs
point out that it’s best to check
annually the extent to which
your independent contractors
continue to meet IRS require-
ments as specified in Revenue
Ruling 87-41.
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TLC — Together Let’s Cope with tender loving care

By Madeleine Socia
Special Writer

To most moms and dads, TLC
stands for tender loving care, the
kind of intimate attention they
dream of showering on their child
from the moment he or she enters
this world.

But for more than 1,200 families
whose infants require the services of
St. John Health System’s Level III
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit or
Special Care Nursery each year, the
acronym has been redefined as
Together Let’s Cope.

Since 1986, the hospital-adminis-
trated support group, comprised of
volunteer parents of NICU alumni,
has fulfilled a commitment to “family
focused” care by improving the quali-
ty of life for those reeling in the
wake of their infant’s premature
birth, physical anomalies or illness.

TLC volunteer director Elaine
Sikorski of Grosse Pointe
Woods had three premature
babies who were treated in
St. John’s NICU. “You don’t
know what it is like to have
a premature or sick child
until you have had one,”
Sikorski said. “It’s like your
dreams have all been bro-
ken. You have been pictur-
ing this healthy, bouncy
baby that you are going to
take home. But when you
leave the hospital, you leave
your baby behind. To see
another parent, and know
that they survived this,
means so much.”

TLC was conceived in
1984 by two mothers who
became friends while their
daughters were in St. John’s
NICU. Realizing the bene-
fits of mutual support, they
organized a group of par-
ents who shared their expe-
rience and lobhied the hos-
pital for two years for for-
mal affiliation.

While the hospital provides the
basic operating budget, the program
is also partially funded through foun-
dations and private donations.

The first parent-to-parent organi-
zation to reach out to families experi-
encing a NICU crisis was founded 25
years ago at the University of Utah
Medical Center.

St. John's TLC program was a
local pioneer in its field and remains
one of only a handful of similar orga-
nizations in metropolitan Detroit.
Though it most often serves the fam-
ilies of children born at St. John’s, it
also welcomes families whose infants
were transferred from, or treated in,
other area hospitals.

According to St. John neonatolo-
gist Dr. Donald Adams, survival
rates in NICUs have risen in recent
years because of technological and
medical breakthroughs and quality
care. Programs like TLC can be a

contributing factor to these positive
prospects.

“I think the emotional well-being
of the family is extremely important
to the baby,” Adams said. “Having
parents discuss their life experiences
can stimulate the types of questions
they need to ask us and alleviate
fears.”

TLC program coordinator Laurie
Jensen of Grosse Pointe Farms
reports that approximately 40 per-
cent of NICU families access some
form of TLC services annually. Most
learn about the group through the
information in their admission pack-
age. Others are introduced by way of

bedside visits from TLC volunteers

who tour the unit each Thursday
evening, pushing the TLC lending
library of informational and inspira-
tional reference books and videos.
Currently, the TLC program has
about 40 volunteers who give, on

program.

St. John Health System

FElaine Sikorski of Grosse
Pointe Woods is volunteer
director for St. John Hospi-
tal and Medical Center's
Together Lets Cope (TLC)

[ Raliday Sate

(£ 2

KALANOS

19261 Mack Ave., Grosse Pointe Woods

313) 886-7715
( (Mac)k near Moross)
Open Sundays 12:00 - 4:00
WE ARE A FULL SERVICE FURRIER: APPRAISALS ¢ REPAIRS o RESTYLING ¢ RELINING
* MONOGRAMMING ¢ FUR CARE *» CLEANING * COLD STORAGE

LARGE SELECTION OF MENS FURS

average, four hours each month to
the program. In order to participate
in the program, men and women
must complete 12 hours of special-
ized training.

“They are all very compassionate
people,” Jensen said. “When I ask
them why they are volunteering, the
vast majority say that they just want
to give back to the NICU/SCN
because they are so grateful that
their baby survived. Their children
may still have problems, but these
are values-oriented individuals. They
love their child no matter what. And
they want to reinforce that for other
people.”

As a nurse who worked in St.
John’s NICU for 21 years, and the
mother of a NICU alumnae, Jensen
offers a unique perspective on the
ordeal families must face.

“Having been touched by what
they go through opened my eyes,”
she recalled. “Not all of
our cases are emergen-
cies. Some of the moms
have been on bed-rest
for extended periods, so
they have had time to
think and worry. But
you are never really
prepared for it. People
don’t realize just how
overwhelming it is to
walk in and see your
baby attached to all
these wires. It’s devas-
tating. You feel cheated
and angry and fearful.
Many parents have
babies in the NICU for
weeks or months.”

Jensen compared the
impact to the grieving
process. “Essentially,
you are grieving the
loss of having this per-
fect child. At first there
is disbelief, almost like
an out-of-body experi-
ence. You feel like it
isn't really happening.
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“Then, depending on the severity
of the condition ur the potential for
problems, you feel anger.

“Then you get to the point where
yuu accept 1t and can work within
the realm you have to work within.”

Many parents, grandparents and
siblings take comfort and courage
from discussion group meetings held
within the NICU on the first and
third Thursd