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Find the second installment of
our series on the mysterious
death of Joann Matouk Romain
on pages 8A and 9A.

Election updates 80 years!

Check out our pre-election Join us in celebrating eight
coverage, featuring U.S. Senate decades, with highlights from the

and school board candidate schools, municipalities and
profiles, beginning on page 18A.  more, in our special section D.

Exeessive signage placed
along stretch of Lakeshore

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Signs at the foot of St. Paul on the Lake Catholic
Church and the Grosse Pointe Academy near the in-
tersection of Moran and Lakeshore have confused

drivers since being installed.

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE
FARMS — In a develop-
ment being described as
redundant, unnecessary
and utterly confusing
by Farms city officials
and residents alike, more
than 180 road signs
have been placed on
Lakeshore from Warner

to just past Moross.

The signage appeared
approximately two
weeks ago, on the back of
Wayne County’s
Lakeshore reconstruc-
tion project along that
route.

“I think aside from the
unfortunate flooding of
basements we had eight
years ago, this is literally
one of the most talked

about topics I've experi-
enced,” Mayor Louis
Theros said at last
Monday’s council meet-
ing.

While the signage, put
up by a subcontractor
under the county’s con-
tract, is required to
adhere to the Michigan
Department of Trans-
portation’s standards
since federal funds were

used on the road recon-
struction, city officials
believe there is an excep-
tion when it creates
confusion. An MDOT
representative told the
city, Theros reported,
that some discretion can
be used at the county
level to alleviate the con-
fusion.

See SIGNS, page 11A

Halloween
sure to be
unique
amid
pandemic

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

THE GROSSE POINTES
— With trick-or-treating
promising to be trickier
than ever, Pointers are
getting creative as the
spookiest night of the
year approaches.

Among the most inven-
tive avenues to a socially
distanced Halloween are
plans to stake full-sized
candy bars to the ground

See UNIQUE, page 11A
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Coming
next
spring

Ford House
visitor center

set to open
April 10,2021

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

GROSSE POINTE
SHORES — When the
first green buds burst
through the snow next
spring, along with them
will come another excit-

PHOTOS COURTESY OF FORD HOUSE

ing new arrival: the long-
anticipated visitors center

A drone photo of the new buildings at Ford House, the visitor center on the left and administration build-

ing on the right.

See HOUSE, page 3A

Retirees voice healthcare concerns at ethics committee meeting

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE SHORES —
Renamed the Ethics
Ordinance Drafting
Committee through a unani-
mous vote, which was intend-
ed to clear the confusion of
community members who al-
ready have approached it

seeking resolution of ethical
concerns, the Shores commit-
tee steadily moved forward
with its purpose during the
monthly meeting Tuesday,
Oct. 13.

With five members present
— Chairwoman Janice
Pemberton, Secretary Rob
Squiers and members John
Clark, Brian Geraghty and Joe

Ghanem — the Grosse Pointe
Shores Charter Commission
Rules and Procedures for
charter commission meetings
were adopted to govern the
committee. Included is a pol-
icy in which a member’s unex-
cused absence for three
meetings in a row will lead to
his or her dismissal. This will
become effective as of the

November meeting.

“That’s the same rule as
council,” Geraghty explained.

The majority of the meeting
was spent confirming the
overarching section topics to
be addressed in the ordinance,
which then were assigned to
each member with the goal of

See CONCERNS, page 10A
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Big Boy greets patrons atter long-awaited reopening

By Eddie B. Allen Jr.
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE
WOODS — While the
community continues to
wonder how many small
businesses will survive
ongoing economic de-
cline, one local restau-
rant has literally risen
from the ashes.

Big Boy on Mack
reopened Monday, Oct.
12, after a two-year clo-
sure and renovation, fol-
lowing a 2018 fire that
caused $1 million in
damage. Originally
scheduled to welcome
customers in spring,
statewide safety precau-
tions shut down restau-
rant dining rooms,
adding to insurance-
related and legal issues,
owner Dan Curis said.

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Big Boy Restaurant on Mack at Vernier has reopened — refreshed and remod-
eled — after nearly two years of closing after a fire.

“When COVID hit, we
had no direction at all on
what was going to hap-
pen in our industry,” he
said. “I was nervous
about putting all this
effort into a restaurant

and not knowing if I'd be
open for a year. Nobody
could have ever pre-
dicted what happened.”
But customers who’d
already longed to return
to the neighborhood din-

ing spot grew persistent
as businesses slowly
reopened and “calls we
were getting were crazy,”
Curis added.

“I had to hire a part-
time person to say, ‘We’ll

be open soon.” ‘We’ll be
open soon.’ It was very
humbling to a guy like
me,” he said.

Even operating at
50-percent capacity and
with booths separated by
sanitary dividers, the
public reception has
been positive. While
Curis’ other restaurant,
Champs Rotisserie &
Seafood, primarily oper-
ated as a carryout service
during the statewide din-
ing-room shutdown,
observing safety and
social distancing guide-
lines with customers
became “second nature,”
he said. Still, he remains
vigilant toward the
patrons, many of whom
are seniors.

“I worry about them.
We’ve had no issues at
all, but there’s a concern

for my customers and
staff,” Curis said. “We’re
doing everything by the
book.”

Sanitizing stations are
located throughout the
restaurant and masks
will be provided for any
customer who doesn’t
have one, although
there’s a requirement to
wear them upon entering
Big Boy, Curis said.

Seeing the faces of
patrons and families
who’ve dined at the res-
taurant the past four
decades has been
rewarding to him and his
team.

“When they came in it
was like, “We’re home!””
Curis said. “I've been
serving some of them for
40 years and to see them
again, finally, it’s excit-
ing.”

The Grosse Pointe
Board of Realtors is a lit-
tle more than halfway to
its goal of fully sponsor-
ing its fourth Guardian
Angels Medical Service
Dog, Harper.

Provided at no cost to
the recipient, service
dogs are trained to be
paired with veterans and

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Open on The Hill

Hope Senior Home Care is now located at 79
Kercheval on The Hill in Grosse Pointe Farms. They
provide in-home care. For more information call
(313) 881-3132. Pictured at a recent Grosse Pointe
Chamber of Commerce ribbon-cutting ceremony
are, from left, Jenny Boettcher, president, Grosse
Pointe Chamber; Terri Murphy, owner; Patty
Marantette, community liasion; Regan Stolarski, di-
rector of administration, Grosse Pointe Chamber.

first responders who
have post-traumatic
stress disorder, trau-
matic brain injury, sei-
zure disorders, glucose
imbalance, mobility
issues and more.

Due to the 24/7 care,
food, shelter, specialized
training and cost to
bring the identified
recipient to meet the dog
and train, approximately
$25,000 is needed to

The importance of the concept
of giving back to the communi-
ty has been instilled in many of
us throughout our lives. For Dr.
Justin Di Rezze, this comes to
fruition by expanding his medi-
cal group’s operations in Grosse

Pointe in order to bring high
quality healthcare to his child-
hood community.

Justin Di Rezze, MD, born
and raised in Grosse Pointe
Shores, Michigan, is a physi-
cian and serial entrepreneur
with deep roots in Detroit; Dr.
Di Rezze attended University
of Detroit Jesuit, U of D Mercy,
Wayne State University School
of Medicine, and completed
residency training at Ascension
St. John Hospital. He has spear-
headed many successful en-
terprises such as Vertical 4, a
national automotive distribution
company, with the most recent
of which is Theoria Medical.

Theoria Medical is Michigan’s
largest post-acute medical group
and technology company that
has established a unique model
of care. The enterprise prides it-
self in a consistent standard of
high quality care running with an
innovative engine to constantly
improve.

“We here at Theoria Medical
are always innovating and grow-
ing” says Chief Operating Officer,
Kevin Pezeshkian. Theoria seam-
lessly launches new programs,
products, and services; the group
presents a unique agility that
allows it to design and implement
solutions to challenging prob-
lems in the medical space. Dr. Di
Rezze asserts the fervent desire

[oeoe0

CEO Gives Back to Hometown

— ADVERTORIAL —

Dr. Justin Di Rezze
Theoria Medical

to improve care for communities
with innovative solutions that
fuel these efforts and growth.

In recent news, Theoria Medi-
cal recently started a partnership
with Regency at St. Clair Shores,
a 146 bed facility, owned and
operated by Ciena Healthcare,
the largest post-acute care op-
erator in Michigan. Both Ciena
and Theoria have demonstrated
a strong commitment to excel-
lence in quality healthcare and
are mutually excited to offer ser-
vices to the community.

Projects in the pipeline include
establishing innovative commu-
nity healthcare centers weaving
primary care with dental and
speciality care; these medical
and dental practices will provide
residents of Grosse Pointe with a
one-stop-shop for all healthcare
needs with a holistic, person-
centered approach.

train a dog qualified to
be a Guardian Angels
service dog.

“From birth wuntil
about 18 months, pup-
pies go through general
training,” Guardian
Angels CEO Bob Taylor
said, when fundraising
for Harper was just pick-
ing up in May. “Over that
time, trainers access the
skills of the dog, allow-
ing them to create a
‘best fit’ when it comes
to placement. Harper’s
training will only be
complete after a recipi-
ent has been identified
and they train together.
On average, this whole
process takes 24
months.”

The GPBR still needs
$10,187 to fully fund

Harper.
Donations may be
made through the

GPBR’s website or
checks may be made
payable to: Guardian
Angels Medical Service
Dogs (GAMSD) and
mailed to the Grosse
Pointe Board of
Realtors, 710 Notre
Dame, Grosse Pointe,
MI 48230, to be for-
warded to the organiza-
tion to sponsor Harper.

“Only after you start
on this journey to sup-
port our veterans and
first responders do you
start to appreciate the
unique sacrifice they
make on behalf of the
rest of us,” Taylor said.
“Only after you hear the
stories of how what they

Fundraising for service dog is haliway complete

do or have done has
made living far more dif-
ficult than any of us can
imagine. Death by sui-
cide, divorce or home-
lessness are all common
outcomes of those
impacted by post-trau-
matic stress disorder.

“ ... When we — all of
us — contribute to a
pairing, we give a signif-
icant other back a loved
one, a father or mother
back to children, a son
or daughter back to par-
ents and a neighbor
back to a community,”
he added. “There is little
we can do anywhere that
accomplishes this and
for no more than a few
dollars per person. We
owe our way of life to
these people.”
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A look down Lakeland where 1950s cars sit idle amid crew and parked trucks.

Warner Bros. movie films in City

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

CITY OF GROSSE
POINTE Residents
may have noticed unusual
activity at Neff Park and
on nearby streets last
week, when production
for an HBO Max and
Warner Bros. Pictures film
came to town.

Set in 1955 Detroit, “No
Sudden Move” — previ-
ously titled “Kill Switch”

and directed by Oscar-
and Emmy-winning film-
maker Steven Soderbergh
— follows the story of a
group of small-time crim-
inals hired to steal a docu-
ment that turns out to be
much more than it seems,
leading them on a search
for who hired them and
for what purpose. The
cast includes Don
Cheadle, Benicio Del
Toro, David Harbour,
Amy Seimetz, Jon Hamm,

Ray Liotta and Brendan
Fraser.

While, as the theme
suggests, the majority of
filming is taking place in
Detroit, two of the charac-
ters were scripted to live
in upper-middle-class
homes.

“It was scripted as a
nice neighborhood in the
strip, so when Steven
came to town the first

See MOVIE, page 5A

Long-term fix recommended
for Lakeshore seawall

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer
GROSSE POINTE

FARMS AND SHORES
— The Hubble, Roth and
Clark engineering study
of the three-mile stretch
of Lakeshore seawall be-
tween Warner Road and
the Grosse Pointe Yacht
Club wrapped up in early
September, following a
topographical survey of
the shoreline and boring
samples to test soil con-
ditions and determine
how deep piling would
need to be driven for a
new seawall.

The ultimate solution,
recommended by HRC,
to the chronically dete-
riorating infrastructure
is driving metal sheet
piling in front of the cur-
rent existing seawall and
tying it back, therefore
fortifying the existing
wall with an adjacent
new seawall. Certain

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

The deteriorating seawall has long been an issue in

the Farms and Shores.

sections would need to
be raised as well, in
anticipation of rising
lake levels, all of which
carries a preliminary
price tag of approxi-
mately $23 million.
“With the wave action
that Lake St. Clair expe-
riences, soft armoring
would not be a plausible
solution and a new con-

crete wall would take
considerably more time
to construct and at a
much higher cost,”
HRC’s executive sum-
mary states.

While the Farms and
Shores covered half the
cost of the engineering
study in an effort to get

See SEAWALL, page 11A

HOUSE:;

Continued from page 1A

at the Edsel & Eleanor
Ford House.

During an Oct. 19
media tour of the new
building, Ford House
President and CEO Mark
Heppner told guests the
addition will be transfor-
mational.

“It will forever change
who we are, what we do
and how we do it,” he
said, “not only for us but
for the community, too.
This will be a resource
like we’ve never had
before.”

Designed by
SmithGroup, the new vis-
itor center sits beside a
new administration build-
ing, both built as “con-
temporary expressions of
the house,” said project
manager Kevin Shultis,
with SmithGroup.

Shultis noted in its ear-
liest stages, the project
was first discussed in
2013, when SmithGroup
was brought in to create
a master plan for the
entire campus. The idea
then, as it is now, was to
move the entire staff from
the historic house into its
own quarters, then
restore the house to its
former glory.

Heppner said the new
visitor center will allow
Ford House to focus on its
three main pillars: stew-
ardship, visitor experi-
ence and sustainability.

From its natural water-
cleansing bioswale — and
a series of mini-bioswales
in the parking lot — to the
specialty glass that pre-
vents bird strikes, as well
as solar panels on each
rooftop and geothermal
support to offset heating
and cooling, Ford House
has taken many steps to
promote sustainability.

Other measures include
installing hydration sta-
tions throughout the
building and making
tables for the new restau-
rant out of reclaimed
wood from downed or

removed trees on the
property.

“We worked with Ford
House to assess the
requirements to reduce
energy consumption,”
Shultis said. “There are
minor changes in place ...
but the impact will be sig-
nificant.”

The 40,000-square-foot
visitor center will include
some new amenities as
well as reimagined favor-
ites. Each of its spaces
has been thoughtfully
named:

& The Speedster, a
grab-and-go area featur-
ing beer, wine, coffee and
sandwiches;

¢ The Continental, a
restaurant with seating
for 80 indoors and 40 out-
doors, as well as private
dining for 20;

& The Shop, retail
space featuring an array
of products, both histori-
cal and locally made;

& The Lakeshore
Room, main event space
located upstairs, with a
balcony overlooking Ford
Cove;

@ The Cove, a pre-func-

tion cocktail space
upstairs;
¢ Gawkler Point

Gallery, a rotating exhibi-
tion space.

The gallery’s first
exhibit is called “Driven
by Design,” and will fea-
ture three vehicles seen
together for the first time:
a 1932 Speedster and a
1934 Speedster, both
designed by Edsel Ford,
and a 1939 Lincoln
Continental prototype.

“These cars are works
of art,” Heppner said.

The new visitor center
also will feature a perma-
nent exhibit, “to consis-
tently tell our message to
every visitor,” he added.
“We’ve never had the
ability to do that until
now. If you come here,
you’re going to learn
more about this family
and the estate than you've
ever known.”

Additionally, class-
rooms have been added.

“Considering our main

YourlComiortis]OurGoal
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PHOTOS COURTESY OF FORD HOUSE

Above, flooring is the latest addition to the construc-
tion project. Right, a walkway was constructed un-
der a canopy for tour groups to await bus pickup.

focus as a cultural organi-
zation is education, we’ve
never had a dedicated
educational space,”
Heppner said.

While the media tour
did not include the
administration building,
Heppner said the
17,000-square-foot, two-
story space includes
offices and open shared
space. A patio in back of
the building will have
Wi-Fi capabilities to
encourage staff to work
outside.

As for the opening,

which has been delayed
several times for several
reasons since ground
broke in 2017, Heppner
said he’s optimistic, but
also realistic.

“Our goal is to cele-
brate the grand opening
April 10 of next spring,”
he said. “But things can
happen. We’re in a pan-
demic. We’re realists.
There’s still a lot of work
to do, but that’s what
we’re focusing on for the
next several months.

“This is not just a new
phase; it’s a new era,” he
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concluded. “This is fun-
damentally changing
who we are. We’re being
good stewards of the
environment and a good

partner to community. It’s
been an amazing journey,
but it’s truly just the
beginning for the new
Ford House.”
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City resident appointed to oversee
Michigan region of American Red Cross

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

As an American Red
Cross leadership volun-
teer, City of Grosse
Pointe resident Jeffry
Bauer’s experience
includes responding to

hundreds of disasters
and emergencies, rang-
ing from house fires to
the Northwest Airlines
Flight 255 disaster near
Metro Airport. He’s
responded to three barri-
caded gunman situa-
tions, spent two months

THERESA VOGLER

between educators and
administration.

needs at the forefront."

"We need to increase enrollment.
| want to build better relations

We need a plan in place for a
safe return to school. Keeping in
mind that it will constantly change.

Especially keeping those with special
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in Florida after Hurricane
Andrew and spent 60
days as a disaster service
technician manager for
the Midland dam col-
lapse.

All of these experi-
ences grew out of a love
for giving back.

“In my life I was always
raised to give back to my
community,” Bauer said,
“to volunteer, to try to do
something kind to other
people. There’s no better
way of doing that, in my
humble opinion. There
are all sorts of great pub-
lic charities in the U.S.
This is one I've fallen in
love with. As a result, I've
done and seen things
most people don’t have
the fortune — or misfor-
tune — of doing and see-
ing.”

After 37 years of volun-
teering with the Red
Cross, Bauer recently
was appointed chief
operating officer for the
Michigan region. As
COO, he is responsible
for the state’s fleets used
for biomedical and
humanitarian services, as
well as all facilities and
infrastructure.

His current volunteer
roles include serving as a
national partner in infor-
mation technology,
regional manager of
disaster services technol-
ogy, regional lead in
information planning,
government operations
liaison and ongoing par-
ticipation on several
national and divisional

project teams and
groups.
“I help the organization

deliver services to indi-
viduals who suffer from
manmade and natural
disasters,” he said. “It is
fun. I'm paid staff, but
I'm still volunteering. I
still deploy in areas I
have expertise in.

“If you ask a Red Cross
volunteer why we do
what we do, there are two
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Jeffry Bauer worked on a satellite during his time
assigned to the Flint water crisis.

answers: We want to
advance and assist in our
mission to alleviate
human suffering and, for
the fellowship, being
with other people of like
mind.”

Though Bauer has
been volunteering in one
form or another since
childhood while
attending Grosse Pointe
University School, then
at Boston College and
later at the University of
Detroit School of Law —
it took a little pressure
for him to get involved
with the Red Cross.

“I had been in the
Navy,” he said. “When 1
came off active duty, I
had owned a small
duplex on Haverhill, just
outside of Grosse Pointe
Park. I had a tenant who
lived downstairs and I
lived upstairs. The tenant
was a public affairs spe-
cialist with the southeast
Michigan chapter of the
Red Cross. She started
bugging me, saying she
knew something I’d be
perfect at. So I ignored
her. But she was persis-
tent. Finally, I said, ‘If I
take this class, will you
leave me alone?’”

In September 1983,
Bauer took the class, an
introduction to damage
assessment. When it was

over, the instructor told
him there’d be another
class the following week
and invited him back. He
declined the offer, but
then bowed to the persis-
tence of the teacher.

“So that next week, I
took my second class,”
he recalled. “That was
100-some classes and 37
years ago.”

Since then, Bauer has
received the Clara Barton
National Award for
Meritorious Leadership,
the 2018 National IT
Volunteer of the Year
Award and the
Exceptional Volunteer
Service Award. He’s a
member of the American
National Red Cross
Legacy Society and Clara
Barton Society. He’s also
donated more than 16
gallons of blood, as well
as 2,700 hours of service
in various capacities.

Red Cross aside, Bauer
spent his professional
career as an attorney; he
is “partly retired,” though
he still sits as an arbitra-
tor and mediator. He also
serves on the University
Liggett School Board of
Governors. The Grosse
Pointe Shores native and
U.S. Navy veteran
recently became a certi-
fied communications unit
leader for the U.S.

Equipment Sales & Service

Snow Blower-Repair and Tune Up
Snow Shovels.and Ice Melt For Sale

onda Snow Blowers
g For Sale!

(586) 775-7472
21707 Harper Avenue

Saint ClI

ores, M|l 48080

Department of Homeland
Security and state of
Michigan, is a life mem-
ber of the American
Radio Relay League and
member of the General
Motors Amateur Radio
Club.

“When I take myself
out of my body and look
at all the things I've done,
I’'ve had a pretty cool
life,” he said.

Bauer has no intention
of slowing down anytime
soon in any capacity,
especially in his new role.

“I'm all about publiciz-
ing the great work of one
of America’s premier
public charities,” he said.
“We do great work and
we do this through mobi-
lizing volunteers. There
are a wide range of
opportunities for volun-
teers, from what I was
doing in high-level
national roles to assisting
at blood drives asking if
donors want apple or
orange juice after donat-
ing. There are a wide
range of potential volun-
teer opportunities. We
need volunteers of all
sorts — all shapes and
colors, all the time.

“I noticed as I'd gotten
older continuing with the
organization, it has been
trickier finding volun-
teers,” he added. “Every
generation is slightly dif-
ferent and the current
generation of young peo-
ple is completely differ-
ent. Finding, engaging
and recruiting young
people is difficult. In my
generation, it was com-
mon to volunteer. ... As
time has gone on, moth-
ers and fathers have not
volunteered like mothers
and fathers in the past
have. That has created a
big change.”

Despite his commit-
ment to the Red Cross,
Bauer has plenty of time
to indulge in other hob-
bies. The avid sailor has
competed in 18 Port
Huron to Mackinac races
and 10 Chicago to
Mackinac races, among
others. He’s also a com-
petitive trap shooter and
firearm marksman, as
well as an “advanced
novice guitarist.”

“And I'm a people
watcher,” he added. “I’'ve
always been a curious
guy. I like understanding
people, what they do,
how they do it, why they
do it. Maybe that’s why
I've been with Red Cross
so long; it’s a very peo-
ple-oriented business.”

MARK ANTHONY

AIELLO

Attorney & Counselor
Licensed in Michigan &Arizona

DISABILITY LAW

e Social Security Disability

e Supplemental Security Income
e Workers’ Compensation

e \leterans’ Benefits

ELDER LAW

Free initial
consultation

Validated
parking

(313) 964-4900

e Wills & Trusts
e Powers of Attorney—Financial
e Powers of Attorney—Medical

e Asset Protection Planning

www.esperaiellolawgroup.com §

3031 WEST GRAND BLVD e SUITE 440

DETROIT, MI 48202 « maa@aiellolawgroup.com
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PUBLIC SAFETY |

City of Grosse Pointe

Quadruple
whammy

Thanks to LifeLock, a
54-year-old Grosse
Pointe man discovered
two unauthorized
attempts had been made
to apply for a credit card
through his Chase Bank
account, as well as one
attempt for a credit appli-
cation, in the past few
months. An unknown
suspect also fraudulently
filed for unemployment
under his name.

Two times
too many

A 24-year-old Warren
woman, pulled over at
12:53 a.m. Monday, Oct.
12, for speeding 60 mph
on eastbound Jefferson
Road, admitted to
recently drinking a few
shots and blew a prelimi-
nary breath test of .165
percent. She was arrested
for operating under the
influence and driving
while license suspended.

Due to a prior alcohol
offense, her vehicle also
was towed.

— Laurel Kraus

Report information
about these and other
crimes to the City of
Grosse Pointe Public
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Farms

Yard supplies
stolen

A lawn mower, leaf
blower and snow blower

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS

were discovered to be
missing and presumed
stolen out of a Hillcrest
Road garage at 10 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 13.

Vehicle info
doesn’t add up

After being pulled
over at Mack Avenue
and Moross Road for an
expired license plate tab
at 6:02 p.m. Wednesday,
Oct. 14, a 24-year-old
Detroit man provided
officers with a Mexican
driver’s license and no
other documents.

The plate was found to
belong to a vehicle
reported as junked and
the VIN was registered
to a different person out
of Texas.

The man was arrested
for not providing a
license, title or registra-
tion and for operator’s
license never acquired.

Driving
while license
suspended

After a vehicle was
observed at Mack

Avenue and Marseilles
Street with high beams
activated, illegally tinted
front windows and no
visible license plate at
9:16 p.m. Thursday, Oct.
15, the 53-year-old
Detroit driver told offi-
cers he had just pur-
chased the vehicle and
provided them with a

title, but was arrested
when a LEIN check
showed his license was
suspended multiple
times.

Unlocked
vehicles targeted

An unknown suspect
rummaged through
unlocked vehicles parked
on Touraine Road, steal-
ing only loose change,
between 7 p.m. Friday,
Oct. 16, and 11 a.m.
Saturday, Oct. 17.

— Laurel Kraus

Report information
about these and other
crimes to Grosse Pointe
Farms Public Safety,
(313) 885-2100.

crack cocaine by hand
through a car window.

Driving while
intoxicated

A 43-year-old
California man was
arrested around 2:15
a.m. Saturday, Oct. 17, at
Mack and Yorkshire after
he was detained for
speeding and discovered
driving while intoxicated.

A small bag of cocaine
was discovered on the
man’s person.

— Eddie B. Allen Jr.

Report information
about these and other
crimes to Grosse Pointe
Park Public Safety, (313)
822-7400.

Grosse Pointe Park Grosse Pointe Shores
Thwarted thief = Unemployment
fraud

A juvenile was arrested
after he was caught on
home surveillance steal-
ing a $600 bicycle from a
backyard in the 1200
block of Maryland.

Drug activity
disrupted

A 34-year-old Park
resident and a 28-year-
old Grosse Pointe resi-
dent were arrested
around 3 p.m. Friday,
Oct. 16, at Lakepointe
and Kercheval after offi-
cers observed them
exchange heroin and

A 69-year-old Shores
woman received notifica-
tion from the state that
she had been approved
for unemployment bene-
fits, for which she had not
applied, Tuesday, Oct. 13.

Arrested on way
to hospital

A 45-year-old Detroit
man was arrested at
Lakeshore Road and
Moorland Drive at 2:36
p-m. Wednesday, Oct. 14,
for driving while license
suspended, not having

MOVIE:

Continued from page 3A

time, there were a couple
specific neighborhoods I
showed him and one of
them was Grosse Pointe
and he really responded,”
Supervising Location
Manager David Rumble
explained. “There’s two
different mansions in the
script he really felt
strongly that we could
find there.”

Chosen were a home in

the 300 block of Lakeland,
which Rumble had
scouted in the past for
another movie, and one
on Rivard near St. Paul.
Shooting commenced
Thursday, Oct. 15,
through Friday, Oct. 16,
with aid from the City of
Grosse Pointe Public
Safety Department for
intermittent traffic con-
trol during exterior shots.
“The movie’s set in
1955, so it’s key that we
don’t see any contempo-
rary cars on the street,”

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

One of the houses where a small part of the movie
was filmed is located on Lakeland in the City of

Grosse Pointe.

383 Fisher Road, Grosse Pointe, Ml 48230 «

+ B00-

FISHERPOINTE

P:(313) 882-1490

T

AT FISHER POINTE DENTAL!

[FUL

Rumble explained, “so
when we get ready to
film, they lock it down
and then we have our pic-
ture cars on the street.
Then, once we finish up,
people can drive down
the streets.”

The Neff Park parking
lot was used for produc-
tion trailers and as a stag-
ing area, while a
commissary was set up in
the Grosse Pointe
Unitarian Church park-
ing lot.

Rumble described the
experience of filming in
the City as going as well
as the production could
hope for, thanks to the
patience and flexibility of
city administration
through date changes and
scheduling issues. The
neighbors were great as
well, he added.

“I've filmed a couple
times in the past in Grosse
Pointe, but not very
often,” he said. “Last time
was probably in ’08. I
remember that being a

www.fisherpointedental.com «

good experience, too, but
they’ve just really rolled
out the red carpet and
made everything easy.”

“No Sudden Move” is
scheduled for release in
2021.

insurance and
improper plate.

He told officers he was
looking for a hospital
because his wife needed
medical care, so an ambu-
lance was called and she
was transported.

— Laurel Kraus

Report information
about these and other
crimes to Grosse Pointe
Shores Public Safety,
(313) 881-5500.

an

Grosse Pointe Woods

Operating while
influenced

A 38-year-old St. Clair
Shores man was arrested
around 4:20 a.m.
Saturday, Oct. 17, at
Vernier and Mack after
his vehicle failed to move,
despite repeated green
light cycles.

The driver was
instructed by public
safety officers to park the
vehicle and exit it when
they smelled marijuana,
which the man admitted
having smoked earlier in
the evening.

Appearing sleepy and
confused, the man told
officers he thought he
was at an intersection in
Warren and he failed
sobriety tests. Marijuana
was discovered both in

the vehicle and on his
person.

Retail theft

A man driving a vehicle
identical to one linked to
a theft weeks earlier was
suspected of stealing an
unknown amount of food
from a supermarket in
the 20400 block of Mack
around 5:30 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 17.

Described as a Black
man, 5 feet, 5 inches tall
with a heavy build, wear-
ing all black, including
winter cap, sunglasses, a
PPE mask and jacket, the
man filled a reusable bag
with meat and lobster
tails, which began falling
out as he pushed a shop-
ping cart.

Store employees
alerted one another to the
theft in progress as the
suspect, believed to be in
his late 40s, moved
toward the store’s exit.
He placed the stolen
items in a silver Pontiac
Grand Prix and fled south
on Mack in the vehicle.

A license plate number
was identified and detec-
tives are investigating.

— Eddie B. Allen Jr.

Report information
about these and other
crimes to Grosse Pointe
Woods Public Safety,
(313) 343-2400.

Monitored Home

Security System

With 589 activation charge
atnd purchase of alarm
monltoring services,

www PoinleAlarm. com

313-882-SAFE (7233)
19261 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Woods, 48236

FREE!

Can we afford a GPPSS school hoard
that continues its current “hear no evil,

see no evil” approach?

1. From spring 2015 through last year, GPPSS has lost
9% of its enrollment. This decline was almost 3 times
the state average! This data doesnt even count the
roughly 500 students lost since 2019 to fall 2020!

2. Average SAT scores in GPPSS declined from
1126 to 1119. Average SAT scores are lower than
May 2015. Further, among comparable school
districts GPPSS was the only district to see
average SAT scores decline over this period.

3. Consider a sample of recent controversies:
v A Huge increase in taxpayer-funded borrowing
v Divisive reconfiguration plan
v Contentious teacher and coach firings
v Fumbling a $1 Million ECC donation
v Flat-footed pandemic response
v Gender discrimination lawsuit

Can we afford more?

Tell Pangborn, Nowicki & Papas
to bring back Excellence!

On Tuesday, Nov. 3rd, vote to return excellence to our GPPSS Schools.

Pangborn ®« Nowicki = Papas
Not paid for or authorized by any candidate or candidate committee.

Paid with regulated funds by: Taxpayers for GP Schools-501C4
P.0. Box 361278 Grosse Pointe, M| 48236
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OUR VIEW

Election key
for our schools

s more voters get serious about filling in
their absentee ballots, the contest that
may flummox them most is for the
Board of Education.

First of all, although it’s not particu-
larly clear from campaign ads or groupings of yard
signs, there are two separate contests.

The main contest consists of two incumbents and
a horde of newcomers seeking four-year terms over-
seeing the Grosse Pointe Public School System; four
seats are open. The other contest features an incum-
bent appointed to fill a vacancy earlier this year; he
faces two challengers as he seeks to be elected in his
own right to complete the final two years of that
term.

Second, one candidate, Sherry Betcher, withdrew
— but not in time to remove her name from the bal-
lot. She was running for a four-year term, meaning
12 candidates remain to face the two incumbents in
the contest for those seats.

Taken together, the five positions at stake in this
election form more than a majority of the seven-
member board, which gives voters ample opportu-
nity to change the district’s course if they choose.
Also, the superintendent has said he will serve only
through the end of the school year, which makes a
search to fill that position a top priority.

Choosing candidates may require some studying
up. Today, the Grosse Pointe News is reprinting its
candidate profiles; they begin on Page 18A. Another
tool: the Grosse Pointe League of Women Voters’
online candidate forums, which are available on the
League’s YouTube channel.

But the school board election is not the end of the
decisions sitting at the end of the ballot.

No one should overlook the regional educational
proposal, put on the ballot by Wayne RESA, which
continues a school enhancement millage that ben-
efits every public school in Wayne County. This is a
2-mill renewal for six years, and approval will not
raise tax rates. When distributed across the county,
it is expected to give each district or charter school
an additional $300 per student.

Under the state’s current school finance plan, the
only way to raise additional money for schools is via
an intermediate school district vote like this one.

In Grosse Pointe Farms, voters face another mill-
age question: whether to add 2 mills to their taxes
for five years to repair their streets. The average
homeowner can expect to pay about $400 a year
more in taxes if the millage passes.

Also on the nonpartisan section of the ballot,
besides judicial seats, are two statewide proposals.

Proposal 20-1 is designed to ensure that all oil and
gas revenues paid to the state go toward recreational
endowments, although the money could be used
increasingly for maintenance; a strong emphasis still
would remain on land acquisition and capital
improvements. Proposal 20-2 would amend the
Michigan Constitution to require a search warrant
for electronic data or communications.

Proposals and local elections fall at the end of the
ballot — and often on the back of the form. Voters
who stop at the judicial contests may completely
overlook the other nonpartisan sections.

So do your homework. If you're voting in person,
you’ll need to have made up your mind and remem-
ber to look for this section. And if you’re using an
absentee ballot, do it sooner rather than later —
remember, the Nov. 3 election will run more smoothly
if everyone gets their absentee ballots in early!

Endorsements: The Grosse Pointe News recom-
mends “yes” votes on both the regional millage
renewal proposed by the intermediate school school
district and on the Grosse Pointe Farms road
improvement millage.

Both statewide proposals received only “yes” votes
when the state Legislature put them on the ballot,
and both merit the support of voters, as well.
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Pure Grosse Pointe

While waiting for her daughter in The Village parking garage, Sally Bernard spent her time catching up on lo-

cal news by reading the Grosse Pointe News. Bernard has been a subscriber since 1970.

OUR VIEW

Park pioneering social districts

he apparently successful launch of Grosse
Pointe Park’s social district is an experi-
ment worth following — with best wishes
for all involved and hopes for the contin-
ued good behavior of patrons.

Social districts, inaugurated under a new state
law as the COVID-19 epidemic settled in, allow
establishments inside them to sell alcoholic drinks
for customers to consume outside. It’s meant to
counter, in part, the fact that bars and restaurants
have had to severely limit their indoor seating, in
order to provide proper social distancing among
their clientele.

Some customers also may prefer to be outside,
even as colder weather sets in, given that the coro-
navirus is believed to disperse more readily in the
open air.

The Park’s district encompasses several blocks of
Kercheval Avenue and Charlevoix Street where
each is adjacent to the city limits with Detroit. With
an area in Belleville, it is one of just two social dis-

Three establishments already have taken advan-
tage of the new law; another three are working to
obtain permits. That, combined with the onset of
cold weather, suggests the district will get off to a
gradual start — perhaps a good thing given that
allowing alcoholic beverages on the street has pre-
viously been rare to nonexistent in Michigan. This
may take some getting used to.

The city can cancel the initiative at any time if
problems arise, so those coming out to the district
streets will need to remain on their best behavior.
But support for the effort also is strong, as the city
works to brand the area with a logo for signs and
paraphernalia. A design competition is underway,
with a winner due to be announced by month’s end.

The Park deserves kudos for embracing and test-
ing the social district concept. That and other
changes, such as the ability to sell carry-out mixed
drinks, mark rather brave steps into the future from
the state Legislature. If handled well, the initiatives
open up new enjoyments for Michiganders that can

tricts pioneering the concept in Wayne County.

continue even when the pandemic has passed.

LETTERS

The Grosse Pointe News welcomes your letters to
the editor. All letters should be typed, double-spaced
and signed. Letters longer than 250 words may be
edited for length. All letters may be edited for
content. We reserve the right to refuse any letter.
Include daytime phone number for verification

or questions. The deadline for letters is 3 p.m.
Monday. Letters to the editor may by emailed to
editor@grossepointenews.com.

G.P. historic
district
To the Editor:

I am writing this letter
in response to an article
that recently appeared in
another Grosse Pointe
tabloid: “Grosse Pointe
City authorizes study of
historic properties.”

The streets listed were

Lincoln Road,
Washington Road,
University Place,

Lakeland Avenue and
others from Maumee to

the lake, including
Rathbone Place,
Woodland Place,

Donovan, Wellington,
Stratford and Elmsleigh.

Hello! Two streets of
historic interest were
omitted: Rivard
Boulevard and Roosevelt
Place, nestled between
Washington and
University. Neither of
those avenues are
adorned with estates or
mansions but are of sig-
nificant value to the his-

tory of Grosse Pointe
City.

For example, the city
fire station was once
located at the corner of
Roosevelt Place and
Maumee. As a child play-
ing in that plot of ground
during the early 1940s, I
can recall digging and
finding, with friends,
three horseshoes which
likely verified the pres-
ence of horses used for
pulling our fire trucks.

Also, that property
between Roosevelt Place
and Washington Road
was used for “Victory
Gardens” in the early
years of World War II.

My childhood home, on
the corner across the
street from this field was,
according to our neigh-
bors, moved from the
corner of Jefferson
Avenue and Roosevelt to
its present location to
make way for the “ter-
races” between our street
and Rivard Boulevard.

And now Rivard’s pres-

ence in history.

Chase Bank was once
our local drug emporium,
complete with a soda
fountain and soda jerk. In
the middle of the block
between Jefferson and
Maumee was Parent’s
Grocery Store, founded
in 1885. This store was
later recognized by the
Grosse Pointe Historical
Society and was featured
in their historical publica-
tions. The building now
houses four apartments,
one of which I live in.

On that same street just
above Maumee, the home
of Charles A. Parcells,
who was superintendent
of schools, still stands.
Charles Place, the short
avenue between Rivard
and Washington Road,
was also named in his
honor.

Please, Grosse Pointe
City Council, give credit
to those two lovely streets
by including them in your
study.

JEAN SWAN BUHLER

Grosse Pointe resident
for 88 years

Lake not a dump

To the Editor:

We are fortunate to live
in an area with minimal
natural disasters.
However, we have our
own man-made disaster
under our noses.

I enjoy paddle boarding
in the mornings along the
Grosse Pointe shoreline.
Last week I was paddling

through the cove north of
GPF Pier Park. The water
was extremely clear that
early sunrise morning. I
was the only person on
the lake, paddling near
the shore.

I'looked down admiring
the sandy lake bottom in
about 2 to 3 feet of water
and saw a beer can. Soon
I saw another can, and
another. I kept a count
until I was up to 20 cans.
I had only paddled about
15 yards. I was shocked.

Why would anyone
throw their beer can over-
board into our beautiful
lake? How sad to know
this small cove has
become a litter dump for
the numerous boats that
anchor here on week-
ends.

This ... also poses a
threat to the children and
adults who swim here off
their boats, play on float-
ies and take in the sun. If
barefoot, it’s only a mat-
ter of time until someone
cuts their foot open from
a beer can.

...What options are
available to us? Would a
local boat club take this
project on to clean up the
lake bottom? I wish I had
an answer. Maybe this
observation from my
commentary will raise
awareness.

Our lakes are too pre-
cious a resource to be
used as a garbage can.

CHRISTI CRACCHIOLO
SMALL
Grosse Pointe Farms

The opinions expressed in letters and guest columns are not necessarily views shared by the Grosse Pointe News.
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I SAY By Renee Landuyt

We are repurposing ourselves

his has been a

tough time, an

interesting

time; a time of

learning and a
time, for some, of repur-
posing, personally and in
business.

Many were shut down
temporarily or fur-
loughed and had to
change lanes, so to
speak, at the last minute
and because of that, they
were able to step back
from their lives and take
stock. To think about
what they wanted to
change and how to go
about it. How to reroute
their business to stay
afloat.

Many people got crafty.
Many prayed; many

sought assistance. This
temporarily became the
new normal until things
move into a world post-
pandemic. So many sad
and horrible things hap-
pened, I want to look at
some of the good that
has so far come out of
this challenging time.
When this pandemic
first showed up and rap-
idly began to spread, it
was frightening, but
opportunities began to
emerge — opportunities
to produce items needed
to help others through
daily tasks at home and
at work. There was no
time to come up with a
business plan, so people
had to learn on the fly.
Some people made
homemade masks, some
started a shop on Etsy.
Businesses changed
what their product line
was to turn out a whole
new product. Many com-
panies repurposed their
facilities and shifted pro-

duction to help make
PPE and hospital gowns
and print 3D medical
equipment.

Hotels doubled as
quarantine centers,
event companies pro-
vided tents to house
medical stations, facto-
ries that made cars
switched to making ven-
tilators. Breweries and
distilleries, though tem-
porarily closed to the
public, started to churn
out hand sanitizer
instead of beer and whis-
key.

Restaurants that
closed wandered into
new territory by offering
curbside service for to-go
meals. Outdoor dining
became the thing of the
summer. Parking spaces
for vehicles turned into
spaces for two- and four-
top tables for diners sur-
rounded by fencing or
hedges. Nonprofits who
still needed to fundraise
held virtual events or

auctions. Zoom became
the go-to way to connect
or hold a meeting.

People pitched in and
brought lunch, dinner
and lots of desserts to
healthcare workers.
Along with food, people
collected supplies and
donated N95 and KN95
masks to hospitals and
police and fire stations.
Notes and thank-you
cards were delivered.

Signs went up and are
still on people’s front
lawns, thanking health-
care workers and first
responders for their
exhaustive work. Chalk
drawings and positive
messages on the side-
walk became art exhib-
its. Ribbons and
children’s drawings hung
in house windows and
people gave concerts on
their porches.

We came together to
help each other out when
we were all experiencing
a bit of cabin fever dur-

ing the stay-at-home
orders.

People took a horrible
situation and, once over
the initial shock of what
was happening, jumped
in to help. Kindness
rained down like con-
fetti.

Repurposing helped
the greater good and
allowed some businesses
to keep their employees
working during a diffi-
cult time. Some busi-
nesses were interrupted,
but people quickly
adapted. They pitched in
and came up with new
ways to open back up.
When medical masks for
healthcare workers were
in short supply, cotton
masks became the thing
for non-medical person-
nel to wear and now cot-
ton and other
non-medical material
masks are sold at many
retailers both in-store
and online.

We are adapting for

the time being. We are
doing what we can one
day at a time. We are
repurposing our compa-
nies, our jobs and our
lives.

What will the holidays
look like this year? Who
knows, but we are resil-
ient and creative and
clever. We will find ways
to get together safely
while still observing pre-
cautions. We will be giv-
ing thanks this November
and ho-ho-hoping
Christmas can have
some semblance of nor-
malcy for the kids. And
adults too.

I believe in us. We've
got this and we will move
forward while continu-
ing to wade through this
flood of pandemic infor-
mation and do our best.
Well, most of us will.
Wear a mask, wash your
hands and stay six feet
away from people. It’s
easy to help. You just
have to be willing.

YESTERDAY'S HEADLINES

1945

75 years ago this week

WAR PLANTS TO
CLOSE OR CONVERT:
Five plants in the Park
village which have been
engaged in the making
of materials for the war
are all due to quit busi-
ness, as war plants, by
March 2, 1946. They
were permitted to oper-
ate, contrary to the

spirit of the zoning, as a
concession by the vil-
lage to the war needs,
with the clear under-
standing that they must
discontinue such work
within six months of the
end of the war. Some of
these properties will
doubtless reappear as
garages or service sta-
tions, but the noise and
clatter and fumes and
acids so frequently com-
plained of during the
height of the war will
disappear.

1970

50 years ago this week

S CH O O L
STANDARDS
LOWERED BY PA. 100:
“If Public Act 100 law is
not repealed and
replaced, it appears that
next year the educational
program of each child in
our public school system
will be cut by $200 to
$300.

Oriental

RUCror Grosse rome

RECALL CAMPAIGN
POSSIBLE: A five-man
committee headed by Ed
Pongracz, who served on
the Grosse Pointe Board
of Education for 11 years
as a trustee, president
and treasurer, is investi-
gating a recall campaign
against trustees.

Obituaries: Charles L.

Jacobson, Eva Doty
Worcester, Rudolph
Harms

1995

25 years ago this week

IMPORTS

OF GROSSE POINTE

SCHOOL CHOICE
PLAN AGAINST
INTEREST: There are more
questions than answers
right now concerning the
“schools of choice” plan
which, if passed into law,
would allow students to
attend schools outside of
their home district.

ULS WINS SECOND
STRAIGHT STATE
TENNIS TITLE: Last week-
end, the Knights won their
second straight Class C-D
title, finishing with 23 points
to 16 for runner-up North
Muskegon.

Obituaries: Richard H.
Snook, Muriel Paye Dirkes,

IN CROWTHER SHOWROOM ON MACK

IT’S ONLY THE VERY BEST

OCTOBER SALE

THE BEST QUALITY

Only the Finest in Wall to Wall Carpeting

BEST INSTALLATION

BEST CLEANING
& REPAIR

We Get Rave Reviews From All of Our Satisfied Customers

Our Showroom Has an Impressive Collection of Some of
The Most Beautiful Hand Knotted Oriental Rugs in The Worid

Leona D. Scotella, John D.
Reindel, Dr. Harold W. Joerin,
Herbert James Mainwaring,
Ellanore Brown Wiener,
Timothy James Vandeweghe

2010

10years agothisweek

Obituaries: Virginia “Dee
Dee” Cawley, Cheryl Fisher
Coudert, Dorothy Jean
Ferguson, Margaret
Elizabeth Kelly, Loretta
Magdalene Person, Sarah
Charlotte Veale, Pamela
Jane Wheeler

THE BEST

EXPERIENCE

Kevin Crowther Has Been in

The Rug Business For Over 39
Years and is Ready To Assist You

19483 MACK AVENUE « GROSSE POINTE WOODS,

SHOWROOM: 313.884.2991
Visit our Website: orientalrugimports.com

HOURS: Mon-Sat 10-5
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The JoAnn Matouk Romain Mystery

The crazy, but true story of a Grosse Pointe family’s search
for answers in a suicide that most likely wasn’t

Cousin the cop

As Christmas
approached in 2009,
JoAnn Matouk Romain
told her children and
closest friends that she
was in fear of her first
cousin, Tim Matouk.

Matouk Romain’s chil-
dren say that when they
were growing up, their
mom did her best to keep
them away from Tim
Matouk, calling him
“sick” and “depraved.” In
her deposition testimony,
Tim Matouk’s ex-wife,
Barbara, admitted Tim
Matouk had once threat-
ened to Kill her, and she
believed he could.

According to interviews
with a dozen people in
Matouk Romain’s life,
Matouk Romain informed
them in the weeks lead-
ing up to her going miss-
ing that Tim Matouk had
threatened her in a phone
call that occurred in the
latter part of 2009 where
he allegedly told her he
would “make her disap-
pear” if she didn’t “stop
accusing and asking
questions.” What exact
questions Matouk
Romain was asking
remains a mystery to this
day.

However, what is cer-
tain is the fact that she
worried about her per-
sonal safety. She
expressed concerns to
more than 10 different
people and vocalized the
belief that she was being
followed, her mail was
being tampered with and
her phone calls moni-
tored.

Tim Matouk admitted
in deposition testimony
to having a phone conver-
sation with Matouk
Romain in October 2009,
but denies threatening
her. He claims he con-
fronted her about a rumor
going around town in
which he heard she was
telling people regarding
her brother John Matouk
that “all of John’s prob-
lems were because of
him” (Tim Matouk). In
that same deposition, he
denied any role in trying
to harm Matouk Romain.
Matouk Romain’s daugh-
ter, Michelle Romain,
who was present when
the call took place, says
the call occurred after
Thanksgiving, “in the
first part of December.”

Bill Matouk says in his
deposition testimony that
the phone call and subse-
quent meeting he had
with his sister Matouk
Romain on Dec. 30, 2009
— after having not spo-
ken in two years — was
related to his sister’s mis-
givings with their cousin.
Matouk Romain told her
brother to “stay away
from Tim, he’s no good,”
according to Bill Matouk’s
recounting of the two
conversations he had
with Matouk Romain on
the day before New
Year’s Eve.

In the days right after
New Year’s 2010, Matouk
Romain felt compelled to
go see her brother Bill
Matouk at the store again.
This time she was driven
to the store by her daugh-

By Scott M. Burnstein
Special to the Grosse Pointe News

Part two of a three-part series

ter, Michelle Romain, and
popped in unannounced.
Bill Matouk admitted in
his deposition to meeting
his sister a second time,
saying it was uneventful
and merely a rehash of
their previous in-person
discussion regarding Tim
Matouk days earlier.

Michelle says her mom
returned to the car from
the second meeting in a
state of fear.

“She came out of that
store looking like she had
seen a ghost,” recollects
Michelle Romain more
than a decade later.
“Whatever she saw, what-
ever she heard, whatever
she was told in there, it
spooked her to the core
and, in her mind, con-
firmed her belief that she
was in danger. When she
got back in the car, she
wanted me to take her
immediately to church.
She thought she could
pray it away.”

That is one of the many
reasons Matouk Romain’s
three children and
brother John Matouk
scoff at the notion she

JOAnn Matouk Romain

would ever even contem-
plate committing suicide,
let alone actually Kill her-
self.

“Whenever the subject
of suicide came up with
her, she’d always say,
‘Nothing’s ever that
bad,”” her youngest
daughter, Kellie Romain,
recalls. “And as a devout
Catholic, she believed if
you committed suicide,
you’d be condemned to
hell.”

John Matouk and
JoAnn Matouk Romain
discussed Matouk
Romain’s impromptu
meeting with Bill Matouk
and her phone call with
Tim Matouk.

“My sister was scared
to death; she wanted to
protect her loved ones, so
she didn’t tell anyone
exactly what she knew,
but she saw or she knew
something that made her
think her life was in jeop-
ardy,” John Matouk says.
“She told me she had to
go to the cops, but she
couldn’t go to the local
cops because of Tim’s
connections in law

enforcement. JoAnn
wanted to go to the FBI.
She thought the federal
government was her only
refuge.”

A highly placed source
inside the Patrick V.
McNamara Federal
Building in Detroit says
Matouk Romain met with
“federal authorities” at a
restaurant in the days
prior to her disappear-
ance. That source said he
fears that news of that
meeting might have
leaked.

The FBI will neither
confirm nor deny a meet-
ing with JoAnn Matouk
Romain took place.
Matouk Romain’s phone
records show her calling
private security firms in
the first week of January
2010. Co-workers at the
Dawood Boutique on
Kercheval where she
worked part time
described a series of
hushed phone calls she
took in private at the bou-
tique on Jan. 7 and 8.
They said the phone calls
seemed to put her “out of
sorts.”

COURTESY PHOTO

Tim Matouk began his
law enforcement career
in the 1980s with the
Detroit Police
Department, working as
a young beat cop amid
the crack epidemic and
“Wild West” type violence
in the drug world that
were tearing apart the
city. He was assigned to
the Homicide Division
from 1986-1990 and even-
tually went on to join the
Harper Woods Police
Department as a detec-
tive. While working in
Harper Woods, he joined
the COMET task force, an
elite narcotics unit out of
Macomb County oper-
ated in conjunction with
the Michigan State Police
with multiple jurisdic-
tions in Metro Detroit
under its purview.

At the end of 2009 and
in the early months of
2010, Tim Matouk was
readying to leave the
Harper Woods PD. and
join the Wayne County
Prosecutor’s Office as a
lead investigator. His
career in Wayne County
has been noteworthy,

playing a big role in
breaking several high-
profile cases, including
the 2012 Jane Bashara
slaying in which her hus-
band, Bob, and his hired
hit man, Joe Gentz, were
found guilty.

A retired member of
law enforcement who
worked in the same
department with Tim
Matouk depicts a police
officer with a reputation
for pushing boundaries.

“You ever see the movie
‘Training Day’? That’s
what it’s like sometimes
in police departments,”
he said. “Tim is slick.
He’s a wheeler dealer.”

(“Training Day” is a
crime-thriller starring
Denzel Washington as a
rogue undercover police
officer.)

The ‘eyewitness’

One lifelong Grosse
Pointer says he saw Tim
Matouk at the scene of
Matouk Romain’s disap-
pearance on Jan. 12,
2010. His name is Paul
Hawk. He is a business-
man in Grosse Pointe
Woods and was a high
school football star in the
1980s who went on to
play in the backfield at
Central Michigan
University.

The 54-year old Hawk
grew up in the same
social circle as the
Matouk boys and played
sports with and against
John Matouk all through
his youth. He hadn’t seen
the Matouks in quite
some time and admits to
originally identifying one
of the men at the scene as
resembling John Matouk,
not Tim. He believes now
that it was Tim Matouk
he saw that night.

Hawk contends the
police in Grosse Pointe,
the Michigan State Police
and the FBI have never
taken him seriously. Both
Hawk and Matouk
Romain’s children believe
the police investigating
JoAnn Matouk Romain’s
death buried his state-

ment.
The existence of
Hawk’s eyewitness

account wasn’t discov-
ered by the family until
2012 via a Freedom of
Information Act request
for investigative docu-
ments tied to the case
that a Grosse Pointe
Farms police report of
Hawk’s account finally
emerged amid a sea of
paper.

Hawk says he was driv-
ing southbound on
Lakeshore Road at
around 7:30 p.m. on Jan.
12, 2010, returning home
from the grocery store,
when he saw a woman
matching Matouk
Romain’s description sit-
ting on the breakwall by
the water across from St.
Paul Catholic Church
accompanied by two
men. He saw two cars,
one was the Lexus
Matouk Romain was driv-
ing, the other a dark blue
or black Crown Victoria
that he assumed was an
unmarked police vehicle.

One of the men “waved
him through” as he pulled
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over to the side of the
road to ask if he could be
of help, he says. The
encounter, he estimates,
lasted 10 to 15 seconds.

“The two men walk in
front of my car; one of
them motions his hand
like ‘keep on moving,
nothing to see here,” and
then gives me a look that
says, Just so you know,
I'm packing.’ I thought
they were cops,” Hawk
recalls.

On the morning of Jan.
19, 2010, exactly a week
after Matouk Romain
vanished, Hawk filed a
report at the Grosse
Pointe Farms Public
Safety Department. The
night before he had seen
a television news report
on a missing woman by
the water and felt com-
pelled to come forward.
At the police station, he
met with Detective Mike
McCarthy and Grosse
Pointe Farms police chief
Dan Jensen and told
them what he witnessed.

“Their jaws dropped to
the floor,” Hawk remem-
bers. “They weren’t
expecting me to walk in
the door. I could tell right
off the bat something is
not right. And they’re
like, ‘Well, this isn’t even
our case; she lived in the
Woods; we’re the Farms.’
And, ‘If you see these
guys again, let us know.’
That kind of stuff. Very
dismissive.”

Hawk got visibly angry
when recollecting the
interaction.

“The last time I
checked, she disappeared
from the Farms; so it is
their case. I don’t care
what they say. If I went
missing in New York and
lived in Grosse Pointe
Farms, who’s case is it?
Come on, be real here.
They just didn’t care and
wanted me to go away. So
at that point, my anten-
nas are up, my intuition
kicks in. I leave the police
station that morning, and
I don’t hear boo from
them ever again. I'm try-
ing to give these people
information on a murder
case, and they’re treating
it like it’s a parking ticket.
Everything is upside
down here.”

Hawk insists he had
seen a Matouk at the
scene, those brothers and
cousins he knew from
back when he was a kid.
At first, he believed one of
the men he saw resem-
bled John Matouk, the
starting wide receiver for
the Grosse Pointe North
football team at the same
time Hawk was playing
for Grosse Pointe South
in the early 1980s.
However, after bumping
into John Matouk at a bar
in Birmingham in 2012,
he realized he was con-
fused.

Hawk’s visit to a sketch
artist, at the family’s
request, resulted in an
image more resembling
John Matouk’s cousin,
Tim Matouk, as one of
the men he saw. He also
identified Tim Matouk
from a photo lineup pre-
sented to him by a private
investigator and attor-
neys for Matouk Romain’s
family. (Matouk Romain
family attorneys would
later be sanctioned in fed-
eral court for failing to
preserve the lineup in
connection with their
wrongful death lawsuit
for appeal purposes.)

From that point on,
Hawk was shuffled
between law enforcement
agencies while trying to
get them to follow up on
his tip. The Michigan
State Police sent him to
the FBI. The FBI inter-
viewed him and then sent
him to file a report at the
Grosse Pointe Woods
police department.

Detectives dismissed

Hawk’s timeline because
he said it was light or
dusk, not dark, at the
time of the identification
and deemed him unreli-
able. The sun set at 5:22
p-m. on Jan. 12, 2010, as
JoAnne Matouk Romain
was in transit between
the Wayne County court-
house and her lawyer’s
office on Griswold and a
good two hours prior to
her disappearing. Hawk
claims harassment from
police and others, filing a
police report for property
damage in June 2012
when his car mirror was
tarred in the shape of a
hawk.

“Nobody wanted
responsibility for the
information I was provid-
ing; nobody wanted the
truth, the truth is too
messy,” a clearly exacer-
bated Hawk says. “I've
been through the meat
grinder for what I know
and because I won’t shut
up about it. People have
told me I should keep my
mouth closed, stop mak-
ing waves. I've been
harassed by the police.
People call me crazy. I
know what I saw, and I
know what’s right. This is
not right. This ambiva-
lence, the apathy of duty,
for whatever the reasons,
isn’t right. This is a
human life. Where’s the
outrage?”

On the night of Jan. 12,
2010, at the time Matouk
Romain disappeared
from St. Paul’s Church,
Tim Matouk was on a
surveillance assignment
for his COMET squad in
Warren and assigned to
drive a silver-color Dodge
Caravan. The assignment
ended at 9:30 p.m.

Although his fellow
members of the COMET
squad that day can verify
his presence in the “roll-
ing” surveillance — dif-
ferent members
alternating on the subject
throughout the surveil-
lance period — none of
them can account for Tim
Matouk’s precise where-
abouts in the timeframe
surrounding Matouk
Romain going missing,
only that they were in
radio contact with him.
Tim Matouk has refused
to take a polygraph.

Retired FBI agent Bill
Randall, hired by JoAnn’s
family as a private inves-
tigator, says he deems
Tim Matouk’s denial of
wrongdoing credible and
that his investigation into
the case doesn’t lead him
to believe that Tim has
any responsibility for
JoAnn Matouk Romain’s
death.

John Matouk volun-
teered to take a poly-
graph exam shortly after
his sister vanished and
passed. He was in finan-
cial debt and in a number
of business and personal
squabbles at the time of
his sister’s death.

The locus in quo

On the day she went
missing, JoAnn Matouk
Romain attended a civil
trial in Wayne County
Circuit Court that she
was a plaintiff in. She was
suing the builders of a
home her family once
lived in that was discov-
ered to have black mold
growing inside.

After court ended for
the day and meeting with
her attorneys at the
offices of Blake Kirchner
P.C. on Griswold Street in
downtown Detroit, she
dropped her son, then
20-year old Michael, off
at their new home on
Morningside Lane in
Grosse Pointe Woods and
then went to fill up her
gas tank at a nearby gas
station on Mack Avenue.
Once she was done at the
gas station, Matouk
Romain headed to a quick

prayer service at St. Paul
Catholic Church that
started at 7 p.m. It was
part of her normal rou-
tine.

People present at the
law firm that night
describe Matouk Romain
as being in good spirits as
the case appeared to be
shifting in the plaintiffs’
favor with over a million
dollars in damages at
stake. She was scheduled
to testify the next day.

At around 7:20 p.m., at
least three people, includ-
ing the pastor who con-
ducted the service, saw
Matouk Romain leave
toward the parking lot
and the silver 2008 model
Lexus SUV she drove to
the Tuesday night mass.
Less than two minutes
later, one eyewitness
heard the panic alarm on
the vehicle go off.

JoAnn Matouk Romain
was never seen alive
again.

Cobbling together the
rest of the timeline from
police and Coast Guard
reports, court records
and deposition testimony,
it becomes abundantly
clear that virtually noth-
ing is clear about the near
three-hour timeframe
from when Matouk
Romain left church to
when the U.S. Coast
Guard was deployed to
the scene to look for a
missing woman in the
water.

“The timeline is totally
out of whack,” says for-
mer television investiga-
tive reporter Scott Lewis,
now a private investiga-
tor hired by the Romains,
of those three hours.

Per an incident report
and his own deposition
testimony, Grosse Pointe
Farms police officer Keith
Colombo came across
JoAnn’s Lexus SUV
parked in the front space
of the St. Paul’s Church at
9:53 p.m. and ran her
license plate at 9:58.

Matouk Romain’s
daughters Michelle and
Kelli Romain testified
under oath at their depo-
sitions that the police
arrived at their home
informing them that their
mother was missing at
9:25 p.m., five minutes
before the Coast Guard
received a call to search
for a woman in the water
and more than a half-
hour before Colombo’s
plate search was con-
firmed to be entered into
the department’s data-
base.

A Grosse Pointe Farms

police department
“Follow Up” report put
into the case file the fol-
lowing day officially
listed the start of the
investigation at 9:30 p.m.
Colombo testified to the
investigation start time
being 23 minutes later at
9:53 p.m. when he noticed
the Lexus SUV sitting all
alone in the St. Paul’s
parking lot. The officer
who arrived at Matouk
Romain’s house and
encountered Michelle
and Kellie Romain places
the time at closer to 10:30
p.m.
The car’s license plate
was in Michelle Romain’s
name, not JoAnn Matouk
Romain’s, so Michelle
Romain wondered why
the police weren’t there
looking for her instead.

“Nothing makes sense
about anything that hap-
pened that night,”
Michelle Romain says. “It
would have been impos-
sible to know what per-
son you were looking for
or what location you
would have been looking
for them at and this is
according to their own
timeline. There was no
reason to presume she
was missing at that point,
and there was no reason
to presume she jumped

into the lake. It was like
this narrative was created
and then people set out to
make things fit that nar-
rative.”

Grosse Pointe Woods
policeman Darrell Fisher
testified he arrived at the
Matouk Romain home at
10:29 p.m., more than an
hour after Michelle and
Kellie Romain say they
were visited by police and
alerted something was
amiss.

John Matouk says his
car’s clock read 10:07
p-m. when he and his two
nieces showed up at the
crime scene.

Colombo testified that
he called his dispatcher at
10:49 p.m. to inform the
police on the scene that
the family was coming
over to St. Paul’s despite
him telling them to stay
put at home.

Giving credence to the
Romain sisters’ timeline,
cell phone records show
13 calls from Matouk
Romain’s childrens’
phones made to their
mother’s phone between
9:29 p.m. and 10:32 p.m.,
making it appear as if
they were frantically try-
ing to contact their mom
well before Fisher says he
arrived to tell them she
was missing. Eight of
those calls were made
before 10 p.m.

Officer Fisher said in
his deposition testimony
that he came to the
Romain residence that
night looking only for the
owner of the Lexus regis-
tered to someone who
lived at that particular
address, not JoAnn
Matouk Romain specifi-
cally. Fisher further
claimed JoAnn Matouk
Romain’s name wasn’t
mentioned in the conver-
sation until Michelle
Romain said her mom
had possession of the
vehicle.

Michelle Romain
claims Fisher wasn’t the
officer who arrived at her
family home that eve-
ning, saying he doesn’t
match the physical
description of the officer
she interacted with.

“The police officer who
testified at the deposition
that he came to our house
that night wasn’t the offi-
cer who came with the
news (of her mom’s dis-
appearance) and asked
about the car,” Michelle
Romain says. “Two totally
different people. The offi-
cer I spoke to was “taller,
skinnier and had darker
hair. It wasn’t Darrell
Fisher.”

The incident report
filed by officer Colombo
states he saw high-heeled
women’s shoe footprints
going from near the aban-
doned vehicle, across
Lakeshore Road and
toward the water
embankment leading into
Lake St. Clair, an esti-
mated distance of 75 to
100 feet. He later changed
his account in his deposi-
tion testimony, saying the
footprints began on the
other side of Lakeshore
Road, not near the car.
The crime scene photos
don’t show any woman’s
footprints at all, just
men’s boot tracks.

Another responding
police officer recovered a
scarf from the middle of
the road, resting near the
median. JoAnne Matouk
Romain’s children say the
scarf didn’t belong to
their mother. A female
churchgoer that night
told private investigators
that she saw a man wear-
ing a scarf walking near
the water around the time
she left the St. Paul’s
parking lot.

Grosse Pointe Farms
Police never did any DNA
testing of the scarf or the
Lexus SUV, eventually
giving the scarf away to

Goodwill in 2015, per
police records.

One churchgoer at St.
Paul’s says when she left
the parking lot at 7:35
p.m., there were no cars
remaining on the prop-
erty. This account has
had the Romain sisters
and John Matouk specu-
late that JoAnn Matouk
Romain might have been
kidnapped in her own car;
and the vehicle was
returned to the parking
lot after the crime was
committed, in time for the
police to come across it
sometime in the 9 p.m.
hour.

Despite the seemingly
strong case to be made
for foul play in this case,
it became the belief of the
Grosse Pointe Farms
police that night and
remains its belief to this
day that JoAnn Matouk
Romain decided to com-
mit suicide by leaving St.
Paul’s, walking across the
road and entering Lake
St. Clair to drown herself.

Crime-scene experts
like Sal Rastrelli and the
Romains’ private investi-
gator, Scott Lewis, believe
it would have been nearly
impossible for her to nav-
igate the slippery, jagged
pre-aquatic terrain at the
breakwall in order to get
herself in the water, not to
mention her having to
wade or swim some 200
to 400 yards of an ice-
chipped lake before she
would have reached a
watermark of more than
three feet deep to be sub-
merged. All this while
wearing 4-inch-heeled
black leather boots.

Grosse Pointe Farms
police officer Andy
Rogers had been the first
member of law enforce-
ment to notice the Lexus
SUV in the St. Paul’s
parking lot and ran the
plates originally at 9 p.m.
before deciding to leave
the situation alone. He
was the officer that
placed a call to the Coast
Guard requesting help
finding a missing woman
in the water.

Like almost everything
else in the timeline, when
exactly that call was
made is in heavy dispute.

Rogers says he placed
the call around 10:30 p.m.
Bruce Czako, the Coast
Guard petty officer that
received his call that
night, backs Rogers’
account and wrote down
the time as 10:33 p.m. in
his notes.

The official Coast
Guard timestamping
device tells a different
story.

The call to the Coast
Guard was logged at 9:30
p-m. in the USCG main-
frame (known as
“SITREP”: Coast Guard
Situation Report). At 9:38
p.m., first responders
were dispatched and at
9:51 p.m., a cavalry of
Coast Guard helicopters,
boats and divers came
roaring into the area of
water near St. Paul’s, per
SITREP timestamps.

While JoAnn Matouk
Romain’s three kids and
brother John Matouk say
they arrived on the scene
at St. Paul’s between 10
and 10:10 p.m., the
Grosse Pointe Farms
police said the family got
to the church parking lot
closer to 11 p.m. Two
handwritten notes, a half-
dozen pages of the Coast
Guard Search and Rescue
file and affidavits signed
by a pair of Coast Guard
officers taking calls that
night support the latter
timeline.

Petty officer Czako tes-
tified in a deposition that
he believed the times
were entered incorrectly
into the SITREP system
manually. David Smith, a
former high-ranking
member of the Coast

Guard, testified in his
deposition that the
SITREP system is com-
puter-generated and not
manually operated.

Whenever they arrived
at St. Paul’s, Matouk
Romains’s family mem-
bers came upon a dra-
matic scene, something
straight out of the Fox
television action drama
“9.1.1.” or an old episode
of “Law & Order.”

Matouk Romain’s chil-
dren and brother John
Matouk theorize that it
was all a giant, highly
choreographed act.

“The whole thing felt
staged,” John Matouk
recalls. “You would have
thought the Queen of
England went missing.
Helicopters are criss-
crossing over the church
like in the movie ‘The
Fugitive.” The Coast
Guard boats are blaring.
For what? My sister had
left her car in that park-
ing lot dozens of times
after church and went to
go get something to eat;
why would you assume
she was missing? Why
would you assume she
jumped in the water? Last
time I checked, footprints
don’t make indentations
in the pavement on
Lakeshore Drive. She
never went in the water
by St. Paul’s; someone or
a group of someones
wanted to make it look
like that though.”

When police opened
the Lexus in the St. Paul’s
parking lot, they found
Matouk Romain’s purse
and wallet containing
$1,500 dollars in cash.
Her keys, cellphone and
rosary beads were miss-
ing.

Grosse Pointe Woods
police told one of the fam-
ily’s private investigators,
ex G-man, Bill Randall,
that the only fingerprints
found in the Lexus were
of close family members;
yet members of her fam-
ily were never printed,
and none of them had a
government job which
would have required fin-
gerprints on file.

Quizzically, the call
officer Andy Rogers
placed to the Coast Guard
(at either 9:30 or 10:30
p-m., depending on who
you ask) was actually the
second call regarding a
missing woman in the
water the Coast Guard
logged that evening.
Another identical call
came in at 6 p.m., report-
ing a woman going into
Lake St. Clair by St.
Paul’s an hour earlier and
her family in a frantic
state looking for her.

This was 80 minutes
before Matouk Romain
went missing and while
she was still in a meeting
at the Blake Kirchner law
office in downtown
Detroit with her family’s
attorney regarding the
black mold civil suit she
was involved in. There
were no other reports of a
missing woman or any-
body else going into the
water in that vicinity
made to any of the Grosse
Pointe police or St. Clair
Shores police depart-
ments that night.

The Romains feel the
first call is another sign of
a cover-up.

“Someone jumped the
gun; they called the Coast
Guard too early, time-
stamps don’t lie,”
Michelle Romain says.

Tips on the Matouk
Romain case may be
sent to burnsteinscott@
gmail.com

This investigative story
was made possible by a
Journalism Emergency
Relief Fund grant from
Google News Initiative.

Part three of the three
part series will appear
next week.
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gathering appropriate
language through the
aid of other cities’ eth-
ics ordinances.

Included are solicita-
tion, gifts, personal
gain and enrichment;
conflicts of interest and
disclosures; confiden-
tially such as represent-
ing personal opinions to
be those of the govern-
ment and divulging
confidential informa-
tion before it’s autho-
rized to be released;
abuse of power includ-
ing abuse of the power
of your office to intimi-
date or threaten other
city employees or mem-
bers of the public and
use of your position to
obtain financial gain for
yourself and family;
collective bargaining
agreements; and civil-
ity, decorum and social
media.

“That’s a whole new
issue and it’s causing a
lot of problems, so it’s a
very important one,”
Pemberton said of the
last section.

Once the ordinance is
drafted and dependent
upon if council accepts
it, the committee plans
to disband and allow an
ethics commission,
made up of three people
on rotating terms, to be
formed. The commis-
sion will receive infor-
mation to consider,
rather than being an

investigative body, and
is intended to have
advisory authority only,
with council making
final decisions.

Retiree healthcare
concerns

With copies of labor
contracts in hand, a
group of Shores retirees
made their case against
the council’s controver-
sial vote to make retir-
ees pick up 20 percent
of their healthcare pre-
miums during the pub-
lic comment portion of
the meeting.

While one such con-
tract states those who
retired before July 1,
2007, “or widows would
not be required to par-
ticipate in any form of
premium cost sharing,”

— other contracts have to

similar language — the
retirees said they under-
stood the drafting com-
mittee is newly formed
and are simply trying to
do everything they can
to be heard.

“We just need help
here,” said Dan Pullen,
who served the city as
dispatcher, officer and
sergeant for 30 years.
“We need somebody to
help us.”

Many of their ethical
concerns with the coun-
cil’s decision revolve
around the contracts,
which were negotiated
in good faith and not
only contain agree-
ments wherein retirees
are assured benefits
coverage even if it

TOP PRODUCING &
AWARD WINNING AGENT
10 YEARS IN A ROW

0&2’!}
ot

MARY AUBREY-ROGERS
Associate Broker, E-PRO

Cell: (313) 319-5679
Email: Mary@ClickOnMary.com

Marketis really HOT
Rates are down!!!!

HOUR MAGAZINE TOP 5% AGENT ;

Mack Alger Firestone

22025 Greater Mack Ave. * Saint Clair Shores
586-771-7050 e Mackalgertire.com

FORGE NEW PATHS WITH UP TO

BACK BY MAIL
ON A FIRESTONE VISA®
PREPAID CARD

ceases to current
employees and that the
city has the right to
change healthcare pro-
viders only if similar
coverage and compara-
ble cost continues, but
also include the require-
ment that any changes
be discussed with the
bargaining units prior
to a decision.

The retirees were not
notified of the decision
until receiving a form
from the new insurance
company, which stated
their healthcare bene-
fits would be canceled if
they did not sign.

“By filling out this
form, myself with one
child still underage, I
have to pay out close to
$400 a month more in
healthcare than I used
” Pullen explained.
“Times that by 12, you
can understand how
this is affecting employ-
ees that didn’t have this
in their contract when
they retired. We didn’t
plan for this at all.

‘... Please protect our
current and future retir-
ees from unjust action
from the village coun-
cil,” he added. “Please
take this under advise-
ment and ask yourself,
do you really believe
the village council is
ethical in the way
they’re treating retir-
ees? I really believe it’s
not.”

The retirees held up
their end of the contract
for 30 years, they said,
but now the city isn’t
holding up its end.

In response, the com-
mittee members
requested the retirees
submit brief language
regarding their ethical
concerns to be consid-
ered for inclusion
within the draft ordi-
nance.

“Your explanation is
exactly why this ethics
(committee) has been
formed,” Pemberton
said.

The next meeting of
the Shores ethics ordi-
nance drafting commit-
tee is set for 6 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 13.

Dear Grosse Pointe Shores resident:

We would like to first
begin this letter with an
apology for finding it nec-
essary to send this to the
residents to whom we
have dedicated our
careers. However, due to
recent actions by the City
Council, we were left
with no alternative.

If you were not aware,
your Council recently
voted to change what was
promised to current and
future retirees as it relates
to our healthcare cover-
age. We would like to
address the history of our
retiree healthcare bene-
fits, the Council’s actions,

and the future.
Your Public Safety
Officers and Public

Works employees negoti-
ated in good faith with
the City over many years
to attain wages and ben-
efits that were acceptable
to both parties. There
were many years that
Public Safety employees
on the behest of the City
negotiators accepted
lower wage increases or,
in some years, no
increases to maintain
their retirement benefits.
At the time, it was advan-
tageous to the City to bal-
ance its budgets, and the
employees accepted
those demands in order
to keep their healthcare.
Also, during those nego-
tiations, the City
requested that employees
begin contributing a por-
tion of their pay to help
offset costs to the City;
the employees agreed
and have been contribut-

ing.

It is also not disputed no

that having agreed in
negotiations many years
ago, the employees have
been contributing a por-
tion of their pay directly
towards their own retiree
healthcare costs to help
offset costs for the City.
Now, when it is time for
those same employees to
receive the agreed bene-
fits, some members of the
City Council have decided
to break those promises.

At the May 19th Council
meeting, by a 6-1 vote
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(Kucyk against) the coun-
cil passed a motion to
institute a 20 percent
charge for premiums to
employees that have
already retired, and they
didn’t stop there.
Members of the Council
also decided to change
the co-pays and deduct-
ibles for Medicare eligi-
ble retirees beginning
January 1, 2021. It should
also be noted that the
Council, as the C&G
News pointed out, held
the meeting by phone. If
the Council had thought
this was the right thing to
do, it would not have
taken place in the cover
of darkness, with no prior
notice to retirees, resi-
dents or even all the City
Council members.

At the July City Council
meeting, Dr. Raymond
Rahi, a GPS resident
stated to the Council that
his children were taught
that “keeping their word
was always the honorable
and right thing to do.”
That is all the retired
employees are asking —
“DO THE HONORABLE
THING.”

The City Council is
making these changes
based on a recent court
ruling in favor of Macomb
County. That ruling cre-
ated a loophole around
the contracts that city
employees retired under.
Macomb County officials
were asked is there any-
thing to preclude the
county from taking away
all health benefits from
retirees if it so chooses —
they responded by saying
“it’s a moral commit-
ment” and continued to
say that the “benefits will
be provided.” Macomb
County recognized the
moral commitment to its
retirees; however, Grosse
Pointe Shores is using the
same case to directly vio-
late promises made and
change coverages and
costs to its current retir-
ees.

At the July Council
meeting a motion to
repeal its earlier decision
and to send it to the
finance committee for an
actuarial review was
made. Although two
Council members
reversed their earlier vote
(Barrette and Cavataio),
this was rejected by
Mayor Ted Kedzierski,
Matthew Seely, John
Seago and Danielle
Gelhert.

Grosse Pointe Shores is
now the only City in the
area to ignore its commit-
ments to its retirees in
order to save approxi-
mately $130,000. This
from a community that
has a AAA bond rating,
and, contrary to what any
of the politicians might
state, Grosse Pointe
Shores “has not been
cited by the State of
Michigan for wunder-
funded status,” according
to longtime Financial
Officer Rhonda Ricketts.

We think it is also
important to speak to the
current employee morale
and the future of the
department. Over the last

eight years, after remov-
ing retirement healthcare
and a defined pension
plan from new employ-
ees, the turnover rate of
new Public Safety
Officers is near 90 per-
cent. At a time when law
enforcement officers are
under attack, the stresses
of the COVID-19
Pandemic, and recruiting
and retention difficulties
are at all-time highs, is
this the time we want to
send the message to our
employees that we don’t
honor our commitments?
Dr. Raymond Rabhi,
offered this to City
Council saying “when
other cities are not stand-
ing with their officers,
this is a chance for Grosse
Pointe Shores to say that
we stand with our offi-
cers.” He urged the
Council to rescind its
motion and do the right
thing.

Here are two examples
of the effect this will have
on your retired officers.
An officer was injured
during a trench collapse
rescue and was forced to
retire due to a debilitative
injury. He now receives a
pension of $40,143 per
year to support his wife
and two children. This
change made by City
Council now costs him
$4,078 per year, 10 per-
cent of his income —
leaving him $36,065 per
year to live on. As you
can see, this is a signifi-
cant penalty handed to an
officer who was promised
this benefit after being
permanently injured
while serving the fine res-
idents of Grosse Pointe
Shores. The second
example is of a retired
officer who is also a
Vietnam veteran. He and
his wife are currently on
Medicare and he receives
minimal Social Security
benefits. He served the
residents of Grosse
Pointe Shores for 28
years and retired in 2004.
His pension is $43,462
per year and the changes
made by City Council
now cost him $3,056 for
premium cost sharing
and deductibles, which is
7 percent of his income.
Many of the retirees do
not receive Social
Security benefits and
there are some that do
not and will not receive
Medicare.

We are asking for your
help. It is our hope to see
you at the next City
Council meeting to sup-
port those who faithfully
serve(d) this great com-
munity. Reach out to an
elected official and ask
them to honor their com-
mitments to the dedi-
cated public servants
who have now retired.

In closing, we ... want
to take this time to thank
you for your continued
support.

Sincerely,

GPS Retirees

Editor’s note: At press
time, the retirees intended
to send this letter to every
home in Grosse Pointe
Shores.

THE EASIEST WAY TO HIRE YOUNG
PEOPLE FOR HELP WITH OUTDOOR TASKS.




GROSSE POINTE NEWS, OCTOBER 22, 2020

NEWS |

UNIQUE:

Continued from page 1A

on front lawns; hook
PVC pipes to porches to
slide candy through with
kids putting their bags at
the end; and place a kid-
die slide decorated with
lights on the front lawn
to send candy down.

City administrations
across the Pointes are
recommending those
who choose to partake in
the festivities follow a
set of trick-or-treat
guidelines, which are
consistent with those of
the state, Wayne County
and the CDC. While the
typical precautions are
included — adults should
accompany children,
reflective clothing/cos-
tumes should be worn
and parents should care-
fully inspect the treats —
the recommendations
also reflect necessities
for a holiday taking
place during a pan-
demic:

Incorporate a face
mask into the costume,
although masks should
not be worn by anyone
younger than 2 years old
or those with trouble
breathing; trick-or-treat
in small groups and keep
a minimum distance of 6
feet from other partici-
pants; pass out candy
from outside the home;
and use hand sanitizer
after coming in contact
with strangers or strange
objects.

It also is recommended
to trick-or-treat between
5 and 8 p.m.

“If people choose to do
trick-or-treating, we
would urge them to fol-
low federal, state and
county health depart-
ment guidelines for
being safe and to con-
sider alternatives that
don’t involve close con-
tact or large groups,”
City of Grosse Pointe
City Manager Pete Dame
said.

For the first time in a
decade, the annual Trick
or Treating in The
Village on Halloween
day will not take place,
he added, since it vio-
lates state health depart-
ment rules on large
gatherings.

Instead, The Village
merchants are putting
on a photo contest called
“A Halloween to
Remember” of people,
particularly children, in
costume. The contest
runs until 10 a.m.
Thursday, Oct. 29, and
winners will receive
treat bags. Photos should
be submitted via
Facebook Messenger to
The Village, Downtown
Grosse Pointe.

“Once this once-in-a-
hundred-years pan-
demic is over, we will of
course continue this tra-
dition,” Dame said of
Trick or Treating in The
Village.

Hob Nobbin’ with the
Goblins at Lake Front
Park, scheduled for
Friday, Oct. 16, also was
canceled.

Other Pointes are car-
rying on versions of their
Halloween festivities,
altered for safety pre-
cautions, such as It’s the
Great Pumpkin, Charlie
Brown Read-Along
Halloween Trail at Pier
Park and Halloween in
the Park at Windmill
Pointe Park Saturday,
Oct. 24, and the Mini
Boo Fest at Osius Park
Wednesday, Oct. 21.

“I think it’s going to be
a great time,” Shores
Interim City Manager
Tom Krolczyk said prior
to the event. “We’re just
trying to get through
(the pandemic) and still
offer our residents top-
end services.”

SIGNS:

Continued from page 1A

Currently, the issue is
being reviewed by Wayne
County Director of Public
Services Beverly Watts,
with intention to set a
meeting with Farms city
officials.

Coming out of the
meeting, the city is hop-
ing to see a significant
reduction in signage
along the stretch.

“We’re on it and we’ll
continue to be on it,”
Theros said.

As it stands, the signs
exist at each intersection
and turnaround. When
driving down Moran to
Lakeshore, for example,
there is a set of arrows
indicating a right turn,
but just a bit farther up,
arrows indicate a left
turn.

“Obviously, the idea is
to let people know that it’s
a separated roadway and

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Oddly placed signs look like they are telling drivers

not to enter the lake.

that you can’t just make
an immediate left when
you get to the first road-
way and you go past the
island to the second road-
way to make a left,” City
Manager Shane Reeside
explained. “I think it’s
intuitive. People know it.
It hasn’t been an issue.”
“Do not enter” signs
also are placed to the left
at the ends of roads inter-

secting with Lakeshore.
“We do have on occa-
sion people who do go the
wrong way, but on those
occasions, it is usually in
the middle of the night
and they’re OWIs,”
Theros said, “so no sign in
the world is going to stop
someone who unfortu-
nately is drunk driving
and going the wrong

”»

way.

SEAWALL:

Continued from page 3A

the ball rolling, the sea-
wall is Wayne County’s
responsibility. A Zoom
meeting with the county
was held Sept. 30, to dis-
cuss the study’s findings.

The next steps, accord-
ing to Farms City
Manager Shane Reeside,
are to meet with the
state’s congressional
delegation following
November'’s election and
begin seeking federal
funding.

In the meantime,
short-term repairs, such
as one to a sinkhole
endangering the Shores’
sanitary sewer system in
May — a steel sheet was
placed directly behind
the seawall before the
space was filled with
stone and cement —
likely will remain ongo-
ing.

“In the event that we
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see the seawall has
undermined the earth to
the extent that it’s put-
ting existing infrastruc-
ture in jeopardy, there
may need to be some
short-term repairs,”
Reeside said. “For
instance, if we saw that
it was washing away up
to the roadway and it
was in jeopardy of
undermining the road,
the county would make
some repairs to those
areas where infrastruc-
ture was in danger,
whether it be road or
sewer lines or any exist-
ing infrastructure.”

The good news for the
seawall is that this
month’s projections of
Lake St. Clair water lev-
els by the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers
found a greater likeli-
hood of decrease than
increase in levels in the
next six months, mean-
ing continued deteriora-
tion could be a little less.

icki for School Board Committee, 929 Berkshire Road, GPP 48230; Cynthia Pangborn for School Board Committee, 17620 Mack , GPP 48230;

48230; and the Commiittee to Elect John W. Steininger, 11850 East Jefferson Avenue, Detroit 48214
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Back in the buildings

District rolls out in-person hybrid learning

By Mary Anne Brush
Staff Writer

Students in Young 5 to
grade 2 began face-to-
face learning in their ele-
mentary school buildings
Monday, Oct. 12, and the
principals overseeing
their safe return are bill-
ing it as a success.

“It’s going incredibly
well,” said Ferry
Elementary School
Principal Jodie Randazzo.
“We spent a lot of time
planning for a slow and
safe return and it shows
in the process of kids
returning this week. The
kids are remarkable. You
would think that they
had done this before and
parents did a wonderful
job of preparing them for
the return to school.”

Deserving special
credit, she added, were
the kindergarten and
Young 5 students.

“They’ve never even
come to school before
and they just rolled with
it. It just shows you the
resiliency of children.”

Protocols

Teachers spent the first
few days going over
safety procedures such
as mask-wearing, hand-
washing and entering
and departing the build-
ing. Partitions were pro-
vided to each student to
use during snack or
lunchtime, small group
work with a teacher or
when remaining six feet
apart wasn’t possible.

Students spend the day
with their classroom
teacher and cohort while
specials such as music,
art, gym, library and
Spanish take place during
their at-home learning
days, Randazzo noted,
with the special teachers
providing lessons stu-
dents can do at a time that
works best for every fam-
ily’s situation. They also
provide live sessions stu-
dents can attend, with a
special schedule set at
each grade level.

Cohort A attends
Monday and Thursday
and cohort B attends
Tuesday and Friday, with
each cohort attending on

COURTESY PHOTO

Stacey Allemon welcomes her second-grade students into the building at
Monteith Elementary School.

alternating Wednesdays.
Home learning days
are spent using digital
resources or working on
curriculum and content
to prepare students for
their face-to-face learn-
ing or as a follow-up to
their classroom lessons.
“This week has been
amazing,” Randazzo
said. “Being in school
without kids just didn’t
seem right. Just to see
them smiling through
their eyes and having fun
on the playground. They
amaze me. It really is
remarkable how they
have been able to transi-
tion with such a positive
attitude under such dif-
ferent circumstances.
“Personally I needed
this time back in the
classroom and so did the
teachers,” she added.

Smooth transition

The return to school
also was a success at
Monteith Elementary
School, according to
Principal Shelleyann
Keelean.

“We had an awesome
start back to school,”
Keelean said. “With the
way that the hybrid was
set up with cohort A and B,
it has provided the teach-
ers the opportunity to
really get to know the stu-
dents because it’s smaller
groups. With all of the

(personal protective equip-
ment) we’ve put in place
within the buildings, it has
been such a smooth transi-
tion for kids because
expectations were set
ahead of time for them. We
have kids who are cooper-
ating and excited to be
back. They feel safe and
welcomed. Our parents
and Monteith community
members have just been
wonderful supporting all
of the different expecta-
tions with the masks, with
the partitions. It’s been a
wonderful face-to-face
start to the school year.”
For new students —
those in kindergarten,
Young 5 and transition-
ing from Poupard
Elementary School — the
virtual start to the year
helped, Keelean said.
“The teachers got to
have one-on-one conver-
sations with each family,”
she noted. “Through
those Zoom meetings,
they got to know the stu-
dents. They got to know
strengths about them,
interests, so when they
got into the classrooms
face-to-face, they had
built that one-on-one
relationship with those
families. I think that was
really helpful for our new
families to Monteith. It
helped build them into
the community and wel-
comed them here.”

Team effort

Kerby Elementary
School Principal Walter
Fitzpatrick called the
process “a collective
effort.”

“We’re not alone in cre-
ating this plan,” he said.
“We’re not alone trying to
think through scenarios.
All the elementary princi-
pals have been very sup-
portive of each other. You
couldn’t ask for more from
the central office folks —
(deputy superintendents)
Jon Dean and Amanda
Matheson —and the main-
tenance crew. It’s been a
true collective team effort
to make sure everything’s
in place, things are safe
and we can actually con-
duct school now. To me,
that was one thing I per-
sonally have been so
appreciative of. There are
a lot of hands in this work-
ing together. I'll be honest;
we haven't all agreed on
things, but we’ve been
able to come to a good
understanding and a good
place so we can move for-
ward for the kids.”

What has been difficult
for Fitzpatrick, who is
new to the Kerby commu-
nity after serving 16 years
as principal at Trombly
Elementary School, was
not being able to build
relationships at the begin-
ning of the school year
during remote learning.

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Mason Elementary School student Isabelle Hopkins
reads at her desk behind a partition in Margarette

Scheich’s Young 5 class.

Now that students and
teachers are in the build-
ings, they are wearing
masks, making it difficult
for him to see their faces.

The teachers and stu-
dents, on the other hand,
spent five weeks getting
to know one another on
the computer screen, so
this isn’t an issue for
them, he said.

In fact, Fitzpatrick
believes this may account
for the smooth transition,
in particular for the kin-
dergarten and Young 5
students.

“I think we’ve had less
tears at kindergarten
drop-off than I’'ve seen in
a long time,” he said.

In general, “the kids
have been amazing,” he
said, adding the return to
school “has probably
gone better than I would
have anticipated. All kids
are wearing their masks.
Parents are following the
protocols. Staff is going
above and beyond.
People are willing to
pitch in.”

This didn’t happen by
accident, he noted.

“A lot of the foundation
for us to come back began
way back in June and
July. There was a commit-
tee — a large group of
people who worked to lay
the foundation in terms of
generalizations about
what return to school
looks like. That allowed
us to build a more specific
plan.”

The credit goes to the
staff for setting up rou-
tines and the parents for
recognizing the impor-
tance of following the
protocols, he said.

Fitzpatrick said he
expects similar success
during the return for third

and fourth graders begin-
ning Monday, Oct. 19.

“As long as we continue
to work together, I look
forward to a complete
school year at Kerby,” he
said.

Worth the effort

Working together also
was the key to success at
Richard Elementary
School, according to
Principal John Kernan.

“Our school, staff and
community have been
through a lot as we have
navigated through virtual
learning and now our
hybrid style,” he said.
“We have had to work
together in ways we
never have, extend
understanding and grace
in new ways, and support
our student’s emotional
well-being along with
their academic growth.”

All the hard work was
worth it Oct. 12, “when the
kids entered our doors and
filled our classrooms,” he
continued. “It was not how
it usually is, but the sounds,
laughs and learning makes
it all worthwhile. Each day
has gotten better and better
as the kids become more
comfortable and the staff
gets used to a different way
of instruction. It has been
incredible to see everyone
pull together for our Kkids. It
takes a village to raise a
child and this year has
shown that more than
ever.”

Kernan added he is
grateful for “our parents’
understanding, our
staff’s dedication and our
kids’ resilience. They
have all shown why
Richard is such a great
place to be.”

See BACK, page 17A

Fifth graders rule
the middle school

The week is off to a
great start in the middle
schools as well, with the
first cohort of fifth grad-
ers getting their bearings
beginning Monday, Oct.
19, before they are joined
by the older students.

“It was great to have
kids in the building, to
hear their voices, to see
them and just to connect
with them,” said Pierce
Middle School Principal
Sara Dirkse.

The first to learn the
new protocols during the
gradual roll-out to in-per-
son hybrid learning, the
fifth graders were
respectful of the new
safety protocols, she
added, including wearing
face masks appropriately.

“They listened to direc-
tions and they were hon-
est and said they were a
little bit nervous, but they
were excited at the same
time,” Dirkse said.

Students and staff ini-
tially met on the field.
While music played,
Pierce staff and eighth-

grade leaders in the WEB
— Where Everyone
Belongs — program

“clapped them in the
building as they walked
in for the first time,”
Dirkse said.

All the staff joined the
fifth-grade teachers for
this first-time welcome.

“Our staff really
wanted to support our
fifth-grade teachers, who
are really leading the

charge here in bringing
kids back to Pierce,”
Dirkse said.

Eighth-grade WEB
leaders were on hand at
Parcells Middle School
too, according to
Principal Dan Hartley,
giving the fifth graders
“the welcome they
deserve.”

“So far, everything is
going smooth and, after
so much planning, we are
excited to finally see
fifth-grade students at
Parcells,” Hartley said.
“While this is not the first
day that any of us would
have expected, our stu-
dents and staff are
thrilled to be back learn-
ing in person.”

— Mary Anne Brush

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Fifth grader Brady Bond carries his partition with him to his next class. All the
students are given individual partitions to set up on their desks.
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FROM THE GROSSE POINTE NEWS ARCHIVES

Alice Scott, a senior at Grosse Pointe South High School, has a history of supporting her teachers. She is pictured above right with Cheri Trefney, her first-grade

teacher at Monteith Elementary School, whom she nominated for Grosse Pointe News’ Teacher of the Week.

South student pushes for positive posts

By Mary Anne Brush
Staff Writer

Alice Scott is tired of
the negativity.

She recently began fol-
lowing GPPSS Community
Discussion on Facebook, a
forum created for resi-
dents to discuss issues
with the Grosse Pointe
Public School System, and
decided it was time to push
back.

Scott has a different per-
spective than many people
posting on this or other
community Facebook
forums. She isn’t a parent
or a taxpayer; she’s a
senior at Grosse Pointe
South High School.

The 17-year-old also
has a younger brother and
sister, so she sees first-
hand the impact the new
coronavirus has had on
students’ ability to learn.

“There’s always some-
thing bad to say,” Scott
said. “Then I comment and
parents find ways to negate
any positivity and I think
it’s so sad. Kids more than
parents understand that
there are more important
things right now than rush-
ing back to school. I think
kids know that it’s a safety
issue. Even the seniors who
are missing a lot.”

One example she gave
was frustration over the
difficulty in taking SATSs.
Parents “berated the dis-
trict” about this, Scott said.
Accommodations were
made to host the SATs at
South Oct. 14 and 15.

“A teacher who doesn’t
even work in the district
anymore who has con-
stantly horrible things to
say about the administra-
tion posted pictures
announcing the school is

a horrible environment,”
Scott said. “I went yester-
day and it was a perfect
environment for SATSs.”

In the midst of the con-
stant criticism, “the teach-
ers are doing their best,”
she added. “All of my
teachers are extremely
supportive, extremely
accommodating.”

And while students
complain and say they
want to go back, they rec-
ognize it’s not safe.

“Every time I hear a kid
complain about going
back, it’s ‘I want to go
back, but it’s just not
safe. We can’t do this to
our teachers,”” Scott said.
“Can you imagine having
a favorite teacher get sick
and then waiting to see if
they get better?”

In her opinion, the par-
ents who are doing the
most complaining are the
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ones whose children
aren’t taking advantage
of the resources being
provided.

For example, while the
school day ends at 1 p.m.,
“teachers are on Zoom
’til 4 p.m.,” Scott said.
“There are opportunities
for kids to succeed until
we go back. I think par-
ents are focusing on
where the district is
going wrong rather than
focusing on their child.”

Scott recognizes the
importance of face-to-face
learning for younger stu-
dents like her first-grade
sister and third-grade
brother. But for “kids my
age, we’re almost adults.
It’s up to us to make the
best of this,” she said.

“High schoolers —
aside from kids who have
learning difficulties —
are self-sufficient,” she
added. “We can handle it.
I think parents are focus-
ing on the wrong thing
here and ruining it.”

Scott posted a chal-

lenge to parents to “come
up with two positive
things to say about this
district to give me my
faith back in the system
currently providing my
education.”

The thread elicited
nearly 100 comments in
18 hours — all positive
except for one critic who
wrote: “What you are
witnessing are employ-
ees and board members
who have failed to per-
form. It is them whom
you should blame if
any(one).”

While this person con-
tinued to point to prob-
lems within the school
district, Scott responded:
“Iunderstand about those
issues; that is not my
point. My point is that this
is not the place to expect
them to be solved. Go to
board meetings. Push and
petition for these issues.
Take real action. My point
is that flooding a Facebook
group full of people who
are on the same page isn’t

going to do much other
than create negativity
instead of motivation.”

The majority of
responses focused on the
quality of education and
excellence of the teaching
and administrative staff.

“Please don’t let the
parents that are overly
vocal and negative on this
site represent how all the
parents here feel,” one
person cautioned. “GP is
such a hidden gem for so
many reasons. It’s an
amazing place to grow
up. I am a proud GPS
grad and you should be
too. I love having my kids
in the beautiful schools
we have here and with
some of the best teachers
in the country.”

Scott made her point —
and earned a few fans
along the way.

“Let me know when
you run for office,” one
person commented. “T’ll
donate and put up alawn
sign. You could go all the
way, kid.”
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Parents give high marks to OneGP Virtual

By Mary Anne Brush
Staff Writer

Holly Rutherford knew
early on, when the school
district gave students a
choice between in-per-
son and remote learning
this school year, her fam-
ily would choose the vir-
tual option.

“My mom has meta-
static breast cancer and
she lives with us and it was
very important that we
keep her healthy and
safe,” Rutherford said.
“We managed to get
through baseball season
without incident and when
it was coming time for
school, we knew that that
was too much — too much
risk, too much exposure.”

She also preferred to
avoid the “back and
forth” nature of the face-
to-face option if, due to a
change in circumstances,
students had to switch
back to remote.

High praise

Now nearly two months
in, she has only good
things to say about the
One GP Virtual program.

“I need to give a shout
out to the staff because
everything that they’ve
provided for my 12th
grader and my sixth
grader and my third
grader has been awe-
some,” Rutherford said.

While their home
schools are Richard
Elementary, Brownell
Middle and Grosse Pointe
North High schools, stu-
dents enrolled in One GP
Virtual are in class with
peers throughout the dis-
trict.

Rutherford was con-
cerned initially about how
the program would work
for her youngest child.

“My sixth grader and
12th grader I don’t worry
as much about,” she said.
“But for my third grader,
how are they going to
keep him engaged? How
is it going to be? How
much time, how much
work? All of that came
into play. So far, every-
thing has just been spot
on, from the time they’re
in class to working with
the teacher to the asyn-
chronous time where they
have to do stuff on their
own and then they meet
back up to review what
they did. It’s very cool.”

One selling point was
that former Kerby
Elementary School
Principal Sara Delgado,
who has 13 years of expe-
rience as an educator in
the district, was selected
to lead the One GP
Virtual program.

“I was really happy to

COURTESY PHOTOS

Above left, Tommy Rutherford, 11, Molly Bennett, 17, and Jonathon Rutherford, 8. Above right, Elisabeth, Annaliese and Isabelle
Kalus on their first day of online school.

see it was Sara Delgado
doing this because we
know her personally. I
respect her a lot,”
Rutherford said.

A top concern was
meeting her senior
daughter’s academic
goals so she could pursue
her dream of attending
the U.S. Naval Academy.

Also a priority was
keeping all three chil-
dren active and engaged
outside of school through
sports. In addition to run-
ning on North’s cross-
country team, her
daughter plays high level
travel soccer and both
her boys play baseball.

Rutherford feels fortu-
nate to have her mother
at home to keep an eye
on things, while she her-
self enlists the help of the
Echo Show, Amazon’s
virtual assistant, from
work as a backup.

“I can hear everything
that is going on during
the day. It’s very helpful
to feel that I'm connected
in helping them out,” she
said.

Meeting goals

Deborah Kalus also is
happy with her choice of
One GP Virtual for her
three daughters, a fourth
grader and ninth-grade
twins. Their home
schools are Monteith
Elementary School and
Grosse Pointe North.

“It was a concern at first
just because you didn’t
know what to expect,
especially for my high
schoolers, if they would

have the ability to remain
in band, remain in orches-
tra.” Kalus said. “They’re
both on the cross-country
team. Would they be able
to take Spanish III since
they are a little more
advanced in Spanish?
Would they be able to have
everything they wanted
the previous year when
they chose their schedule
back in January before
everything erupted?”

The answer to all these
questions, she reported,
was yes.

For example, the twins
are enrolled in Spanish III
and have participated in
band and orchestra
rehearsals held outdoors,
weather permitting, in
tents, with orchestra stu-
dents wearing masks and
band students maintain-
ing social distance.

As far as cross country
is concerned, both Kalus
and Rutherford praise
coach Scott Cooper, each
calling him “amazing.”

“He goes above and
beyond for his team,
keeping them safe,”
Kalus said.

Among safe, socially dis-
tanced activities, accord-
ing to Rutherford, were
driveway pasta parties, ice
cream runs and backyard
gatherings with partici-
pants all wearing masks.

Above and beyond

For Kalus, a key ingre-
dient to the One GP
Virtual program’s suc-
cess is its leadership. She
knew Delgado when she
taught one of her twin
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daughters at Monteith.

“I was excited when I
heard her name,” she
said. “I expressed my
needs for my children
and she was able to make
it come to fruition. She
listened. She’s very
responsive. She’s avail-
able by phone, by email
quickly, and is very
understanding.”

This is particularly help-
ful for Kalus’s younger
daughter, who has an indi-
vidual education plan —
something Kalus said she
needed to consider when
choosing between One
GP Virtual and the GP
Traditional route.

“It’s been going very
well, especially for my
fourth grader,” she said.
“Her teacher has been
going above and beyond.”

Kiera Filbin, a new
teacher in the district, has
“all these technical abili-
ties that I didn’t think
were possible,” Kalus
added. “She’s very patient

and embraces each child.
She has a great class and
I think the attitude of her
classroom is a reflection
back on her. She sets a
great tone for the day, for
the kids.”

While her family has
“been really happy with
all aspects” of the virtual
program, Kalus acknowl-
edges it hasn’t all been
easy.

“With anything, none of
this is ideal,” she said. “Do
I say virtual is easy with-
out some frustration at
times? No. It’s a frustra-
tion not with the program,
just what we’re going
through right now. We’re
making the best of it and
it just feels like (with) this
program, there’s consis-
tency. There’s not going to
be the back and forth.
There’s not going to be
the unknowns. And that’s
something that our family
prioritizes.”

Even though Young 5 to
fifth-grade students had

the option to switch to in-
person learning now that
plans to roll out a hybrid
option began Oct. 12,
Kalus decided to keep her
youngest child in her vir-
tual classroom rather
than enroll her back in
her home school.

“We’re not going any-
where,” Kalus said. “We’re
going to stay. I asked my
fourth grader: Do you want
to go and try the hybrid
program? She doesn’t
because she likes where
she’s at. She doesn’t want
to make a change. She’s in
a good structure right now.
I’'m here to supervise at the
key moments during the
day where help might be
needed. For our family, it’s
working wonderfully.”

Holding steady

In spite of approxi-
mately 70 students return-
ing to One GP Traditional
due to the new hybrid

See VIRTUAL, page 17A
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Jake and the double robot

Telepresence
robot puts
remote learner
in the classroom

By Mary Anne Brush
Staff Writer

A week or so into the
school year, students at
University Liggett School
saw a new classmate in
the hallways and class-
rooms. Freshman Jake
Juip, a Liggett Merit
Scholar, began his first
year at ULS as a remote
learner, but joined his
peers physically as a self-
driving, two-wheeled
telepresence robot.

Director of Information
Services Karen Villegas,
who is Juip’s adviser and
the remote learning coor-
dinator for the upper
school, had the idea when
Juip’s mother, Maureen,
approached her about
ways to engage her son
more with in-class learn-
ing. Villegas remembered
a few years ago a kinder-
garten student used the
robot to interact with her
classes when she had a
medical issue.

The Juip family opted
for ULS’s remote option

rather than in-person
learning because Jake,
who has Friedrich’s ataxia
— a rare genetic disease
that causes difficulty
walking and can also
affect the heart — is con-
sidered high risk for con-
tracting COVID-19. The
robot allows him mobility
in class while he operates
it from the safety of his
home computer.

With the help of Mike
Medvinsky, program dean
for pedagogy and innova-
tion, Juip was up and run-
ning. Medvinsky set up
the double robot in a cen-
tral location at ULS and
met with Juip on Zoom to
show him the interface.

Juip logs in from home
from his browser and has
complete control over the
robot. Front-facing and
downward-facing cam-
eras help him navigate
around and his face
appears on the monitor
so classmates and teach-
ers can recognize him.

“A really unique feature
of this particular robot is
it has a gyroscope that
keeps it upright,”
Medvinsky said. “And so
there’s nobody that needs
to make sure that it
doesn’t fall over. If Jake
accidentally bumps into

02220

something or gets bumped
in the hallway or some-
thing like that, it will auto-
correct and become stable
once again.”

According to Villegas,
Juip took to it “like a fish
to water.” She recalled
seeing him in the hallway
with the other students
greeting him by name.

Medvinsky observed the
robot entering and leaving
the library and the other
students’ initial reactions.

“At first the learners
who were physically with
us were surprised that
there was an autonomous
rolling robot around,”
Medvinsky said. “Once
they understood what it
was, people say, ‘Hello.’
People say, ‘Excuse me.’
They know if they’re
standing in front of the
charger or the base sta-
tion, they’ll move out of
the way so that Jake
doesn’t have to navigate
around them. So there’s
some social cues that
people get — new social
cues we’re learning
because we have telep-
resence around.”

“All the teachers and my
classmates they’re super
incorporating with the
robot and online learning,
which is awesome,” Juip
said. “Everybody’s super
kind. And I feel like it’s a
really awesome learning
environment for me.”

Juip loves the school’s
academic environment in
general, which he
observed when he shad-
owed classes while an
eighth grader at St. Paul
Catholic School. He par-
ticularly enjoys the block
scheduling.

“What’s really nice
about Liggett is we have
an hour and 30-minute
class periods, so we
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really get to dive deep
into our topics,” he said.
“Instead of just briefly
touching on something,
we can really think about
it more and talk about it
as a class more.

“We start at 8:45 and ...
because I'm an online
learner, I don’t have to
put my backpack in my
locker,” he continued. “I
can just log on to the
robot. And I drive to my
first class. Today it was
biology and we had a
really cool lab where we
measured how long it
would take for Alka-
Seltzer to dissolve in
water and vinegar. I could
move the robot around
and interact with my
classmates as we did the
lab together, which was
really nice and incorpo-
rating — something I
couldn’t do on Zoom.

While online learning
on Zoom was working
well during the first week
of school, “this is just tak-
ing it to a whole new
level,” Maureen Juip said.
“He comes away from the
computer happy and it’s
fun ... to hear him engag-
ing so much more because
he’s so much more part of
it. And I think for him
being able to see the other
students talking was an
important thing, because
sometimes if the Zoom
camera is static, he can
see the teacher, but he
can’t always see who’s
responding from his class-
mates. But with the robot,
he can pivot and see who’s
talking and get a sense of
who these Kkids are.
Because he’s new to the
school ... he can start to
see who his classmates
are and get to know them
a little bit more, even
though he isn’t there
physically in person.”

Maureen Juip is grateful
to Villegas not only for
coming up with the idea of
the robot, but for welcom-
ing her son into her advi-
sory class, even including
him during lunchtime.

“She has been just

PHOTO COURTESY OF MAUREEN JUIP

PHOTO COURTESY OF ULS

Top, Jake Juip, attending biology class from home,
checks out a POGIL worksheet his classmate shares
with him on screen. POGIL stands for process-orient-
ed guided inquiry learning. Above, this is how Juip
appears to his classmates as he works in a small group
to learn about prokaryotic and eukaryotic cells and
the cell structures that can be found in each.

really fantastic in
embracing him, embrac-
ing his role as an online
learner and really inte-
grating him into the
freshman experience at
Liggett,” she said. “We’re
super grateful for all that
she’s done to go above
and beyond to really
make this a positive
experience for him.”
“He’s just so wonder-
ful,” Villegas said about
Juip, whom she also
instructs in her ninth-
grade academic research
project class. “He’s kind
and he’s polite and the
kids love him. His per-
sonality is fantastic.”
She added he is good at
advocating for himself.
“If something isn't work-
ing really well for him ...
he’s really good about say-
ing, ‘Hey, is there a way

Bianojlfessons
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that this can happen?””

For example, it was his
idea to include a represen-
tative for remote learners
on the student govern-
ment — and now he’s run-
ning for that position.

“His personality is to
just really be involved in
everything that’s going
on in the school and this
gives him that opportu-
nity,” Villegas said.

Medvinsky agreed the
opportunities provided by
the double robot extend
beyond academics.

“If you are strictly
Zooming into class, you
just close your screen and
log into something else
and it opens the screen
and it’s just the next class-
room and you’re doing the
next activity,” he said. “But
when you are navigating
around the school, you
bump into friends in the
hallway — literally bump
into friends — but it’s
more of a social experi-
ence as well. ... We were
never charged to replicate
a school day on Zoom.
That was never a thing.
But I think that this was a
way to kind of bring that
personal connection back
to friends who can’t join us
in the building.”

On the academic side,
Medvinsky said the dou-
ble robot allows Juip to
“come to class and share
his screen, be in smaller
collaborative groups,
navigate about the room
where and when he
needs to without relying
on the teacher to turn the
camera this way, or turn
the camera that way and

See ROBOT, page 17A
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An inspiration and a blessing

Joe Smith, head coach
of University Liggett
School’s cross-country
team, said he gets excited
every time he sees Jake
Juip’s “bike flag coming
around the corner.”

Juip was inspired to
reach out to the coach to
ask if he could practice
with the team after see-
ing runners while he was
out for a ride on his
recumbent trike.

Smith not only agreed
to have Juip practice with
the team, but welcomed
him to compete in meets
as well.

While Juip’s mother,
Maureen, said students
at ULS are encouraged to
participate in two extra-
curricular activities a
year, it never occurred to
her athletics would be
possible for Jake, who
has lost the ability to
walk and relies on a vari-
ety of mobility devices.

“The cross-country thing
has been just tremendous,”
she said. “... He’s been able
to be a full member of the
team, which has been just
areally incredible opportu-
nity.

“The team has been so
encouraging,” she added.
“The coach will go and
run right next to him at
the end. ... The team
members greet them at
the end of the race and
it’s been such a fantastic
experience for him.”

In spite of the grueling
workout, she noted she
picks him up “happier
than I drop him off.”

COURTESY PHOTO

Jake Juip rounds the track during a University
Liggett School cross-country competition.

“Honestly, he is one of
the best people I've ever
met in my life,” Smith
said. “... He’s been an
incredible person for
the team. He’s by far the
hardest worker on the
team and he’s so inspir-
ing to everyone else. He
always has a great atti-
tude. He’s funny. He
just always wants to
have fun.”

He also isn’t afraid to
jump right into races,
Smith added.

“What’s crazy is it’s
harder for him because
he’s biking on grass. This
isn’t on the roads or any-
thing. It’s uphill, down-
hill. He’s pedaling and it
(takes) him probably
double the time.
Sometimes he’s out there
on a 3-mile course for 40
minutes. But he doesn’t

stop. His chain will come
loose. He’s hot, he’s tired,
but he doesn’t stop.”

His teammates are
“great with him,” he
added. “They’re very
respectful of who he is.
He’s the same with
them.”

For example, the first
thing Juip does when he
finishes a race, Smith
said, is ask “how the
other kids did.”

“It’s crazy because (the
Juips) see (Jake’s partici-
pation) as a blessing, but
I see it as a blessing too.
Jake came into my life at
the perfect time.
Quarantine has been
insane for me, especially
mentally. To hear every
time what he’s been
experiencing, but to still
have a smile on his face,
is so inspiring to me.”

VIRTUAL:

Continued from page 15A

option, the program
remains steady at about
1,100 students from Young
5 through grade 12, with
85 families making the
switch to One GP Virtual.

Whether students
remained with the pro-
gram or elected to switch,
“I think the district is try-
ing the best they can to be
friendly to families right
now,” Delgado said. “We’re
all living in this world of
ambiguity. The one thing
COVID taught (us) is to
never say never. We'’re try-
ing to reassess every day
to make sure we’re doing
what’s right for kids.”

Enrolled as instructors in
One GP Virtual are 17 ele-
mentary school, 17 middle
school and 33 high school
teachers. At the elementary
level, the teachers spend
100 percent of their time in
the program. In the middle
school, eight teachers are
100 percent virtual while
the remainder switch
between the virtual and tra-
ditional programs to offer a
range of electives.

At the high schools, only

COURTESY PHOTO

Fourth-grader Annaliese Kalus on her first day of
school with teacher Kiera Filbin.

six teach 100 percent virtu-
ally — two in the English
department, two in sci-
ence, one in social studies
and one in math — due to
the breadth of courses
offered in those subject
areas, Delgado said.
“More than anything,
I've been so impressed
with the students, the
teachers, the families —
how we have adjusted to
this new normal and not
only adjusted, but flour-
ished,” she said. “It’s
been very impressive.”
While it was natural to
feel skeptical at first about
something so new, Delgado
said she believes parents

have “been pleasantly sur-
prised with the creativity of
the teachers to build
engagement online and to
connect with the children.”

One high school teacher,
for example, shared how
he begins Zoom meetings
10 minutes early so stu-
dents can check in with
him before class begins.

Delgado added she is
excited to be a part of
something so new.

“I feel invigorated
because I feel like we as
a virtual team are build-
ing something from the
ground up that could
really be a novel way to
instruct students.”

BACK:

Continued from page 13A

“It was wonderful to
have the youngest learners
back at Defer this week,”
Defer Elementary School
Principal Lisa Rheaume
said. “It still seemed quiet
in the hallways without all

the students. This week, I
noticed many new friend-
ships starting in the class-
room and on the
playground between stu-
dents. While I could not see
the smiles under the masks,
I could hear the laughter
and feel the excitement of
the students starting back
to school. We have had

many changes to keep kids
even safer in the building
over the past few weeks
and we are settling into
routines, building strong
relationships with learners
in small groups and sup-
porting families with the
transition to a new school
and new school procedures
for everyone.”

ROBOT:

Continued from page 16A

move it to one group or
move it to another group.

And I think that Jake has
more of an immersive
experience because he
has autonomy over his
presence in the class-
room.

Pointe

“This was kind of our
prototype, our maiden
voyage with it,” he added.
“And now I think, because
we’ve found so much
success with it we will try

Dental Group

to expand our fleet into
more kids using double
robots in school. And
then thinking about what
it might look like for the
future of Liggett how to

expand our program
when kids or grownups
or teachers or anything
like that can join us dur-
ing the day in a way that
we can still continue to

be physically distanced,
but also really share
some of the unique expe-
riences that we’re creat-
ing at Liggett with
others.”
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School board candidates address challenges ahead

eventeen candidates vying for five seats

— 14 for a four-year term and three for

a two-year term — on the Grosse

Pointe Public School System Board of

Education shared with the Grosse

Pointe News during individual Zoom inter-

views their views on the main challenges facing

the school district, ideas for managing those

challenges, their reasons for running and what
makes them uniquely qualified to serve.

The hot topics were the new coronavirus

pandemic and its impact on face-to-face ver-

sus remote learning, budgetary issues and the
controversial reconfiguration resulting in the
closure of two elementary schools and fifth
grade move from elementary to middle school.

Candidates agreed — for a host of reasons
— schools of choice is not the right approach
for the school district. Opinions varied on
when face-to-face learning should resume.
Similarly, while candidates concurred school
closures were not desirable, views ranged on
which schools, if any, should close, with some
candidates supporting closures in the face of

4-year term

declining enrollment and budget constraints
and others advocating for walkable neighbor-
hood schools. Opinions also ranged on the

fifth grade move.

— Mary Anne Brush

Editor’s note: Recognizing the importance of
this election for the future of our schools, we are
rerunning the candidate profiles in this our
full-run issue of the Grosse Pointe News. We also
tnvited the candidates to provide up to 100 of
their own words to supplement their profiles.
They are included below in italics.

Kathleen M.M. Abke

Incumbent

Age: 53

City: Grosse Pointe
Woods

Education: B.A., com-
munications and M.A.,
counseling, Oakland
University
Profession: Licensed
professional counselor:
Pontiac Public Schools,
Turning Point, Lutheran
Child & Family
Services, Common
Ground Crisis Center;
counseling supervisor:
private and at Oakland
University; communica-
tions: Campbell Ewald,
Aegis Publishing,
Performance Resource
Press, Allied Film &
Video

Volunteer activities:
BOE trustee, secretary,
vice president, facilities
chair, blue ribbon com-
mittee member; Mason
Elementary PTO presi-
dent, vice president,
BOE observer, Fall
Festival chair, Spring
Tin Can Auction chair,
room parent; Parcells
PTO Bazaar volunteer;
Grosse Pointe North
volunteer; Little League
Baseball coach, A, AA,
AAA, Junior & Senior
leagues for Woods-
Shores and Farms-City;
Boy Scouts of America
— Cake Bake chair and
volunteer; Grosse
Pointe Animal Adoption
Society

Kathleen Abke is run-
ning for a second term
on the board because
she wants to complete
the work started during
her tenure.

“I believe in the work
we’ve been doing,” she
said. “I know some
parts of the community
are not happy with the
changes that have been
made, but we’ve built
up fund equity, we’ve
reconfigured the build-
ing situation so that
resources can get to
more kids in a more
efficient and effective
way.

“We are working
really hard — and the
administration is too —
on issues of equity,
which I think are really
important,” she added.
“And I want to see that
work continue. I want
to be a part of that.”

Abke was appointed
to the board to fill a
vacancy and was
elected in 2016. Having
previously served as
secretary, she currently
is vice president and
chairs the facilities
committee. Her volun-
teer work with the
school district includes

having served as PTO
president and vice pres-
ident at Mason
Elementary School.

It was while watching
the process as a Mason
PTO board observer
Abke first became
interested in joining the
board. While each year
there were issues, “This
has been a really con-
tentious last four years
because so many
changes have hap-
pened,” she noted.

For example, the
decision to close
Poupard and Trombly
elementary schools and
move fifth grade to
middle school in
response to declining
enrollment was a con-
troversial one.

“Nobody on the board
favored closing schools,
period,” Abke said.
“But it was what we had
to do when we went
from 12,000 to just over
7,000 students. Our
resources were spread
too thin.”

Abke added she was
excited about the fifth
grade move to middle
school because “fifth
grade isn’t changing;
it’s moving buildings.
But they still have the
same fifth-grade expe-
rience they had in ele-
mentary school.
However, they have
more (extracurricular)
options now.”

Having had the
opportunity to work
closely with central
administration during
some turbulent times,
Abke praised the
administrators’
response, in particular
to reconfiguration and
the pandemic.

The reconfiguration
process, she noted,
involved significant
input from the commu-
nity while during the
pandemic, teachers and
students “had to turn
on a dime” to transition
to online learning fol-
lowing the governor’s
stay-at-home order.

“There was no prepa-
ration. It happened
immediately,” Abke
said. “And we looked at
what worked and what
didn’t work and the dis-
trict has spent a tre-
mendous amount of
time looking at how can
we do this better.”

While she agrees
classroom learning is
better for students, she
supports the district’s
decision to begin the
school year remotely.

Abke believes she is
qualified to continue to
serve the school district
due to her experience
as a board member, her
dedication as a long-
time parent, passion for
the job and expertise as
a counselor advocating
for children.

“Kids absolutely need
to be the focus when we
make these big deci-
sions,” she said. “I think
it’s important for the
community to know
that’s what’s important
to me and will continue
to be important to me.”

George Bailey
Age: 47

City: Grosse Pointe
Woods

Education: Master of
Architecture, Texas Tech
University (5-year con-
tinuous program)
Profession: 25+ year
career in architecture;
owner, Bailey-Built,
PLLC

Volunteer activities:
GPPSS Bond Oversight
Committee member;
GPPSS Educational
Programs Leadership
Council member; Grosse
Pointe Woods Planning
Commission vice chair;
Woods Historical
Commission treasurer
(2019), member (2018-
2019) and volunteer (cur-
rent); GPPSS Blue
Ribbon Committee mem-
ber; Parcells Middle
School PTO and Grosse
Pointe North High School
Parents Club volunteer
and board observer;
North varsity football
and Red Barons varsity
football volunteer assis-
tant coach; St. Paul on
the Lake Catholic Church
CYO boys basketball
coach; Michigan High
School Football Coaches
Association member.
Memberships: American
Institute of Architects,
Detroit chapter

Upon arriving in
Michigan the summer of
2017, George Bailey
wasted no time getting
involved in the commu-
nity, adding to a long list
of prior volunteer activi-
ties while he and his fam-
ily lived in Dallas and
abroad. This included
serving on a school board
for an international
school in Israel, where he
was heavily involved in
delivering a 5-year strate-
gic plan.

As an architect, Bailey
is used to taking a big-
picture view to arrive at
creative and sustainable
solutions. Serving on the
five-member bond over-
sight advisory committee
— a committee formed to
oversee the $111 million
in bond ©projects
approved by voters in
November 2018 — has
given him an insider’s
look into the changes
underway.

Living abroad also has
contributed to a broader
perspective he hopes to
share as a board member
to address the issues fac-
ing the school district.

Top among these are
declining enrollment
which, tied directly to
funding, impacts the dis-
trict’s programming and
operational needs, he
said.

“And then we have this

pandemic on our hands,
which we’ve been told is
going to (result in) even
further budget cuts,” he
added. “And so hard deci-
sions had to be made and
I think there’s going to be
even harder decisions
coming forward the next
couple of years.”

Closing schools to
address this decline is a
“hot button issue with a
lot of folks,” Bailey said.
The key to moving for-
ward, in his view, is a
board that is fiscally
responsible and diligent
in keeping fund equity —
currently at 15 percent —
in place, while
maintaining and preserv-
ing programs and staff-
ing.

Bailey was a member
of the blue ribbon com-
mittee formed in 2019 to
serve as a community
sounding board for the
reconfiguration process.
While he didn’t agree
with the decision to close
Poupard and Trombly
elementary schools spe-
cifically, he recognized
the need to focus
resources on programs
and staffing.

“I'm in the building
business, but I would
rather sacrifice the build-
ings and provide the
(funding) for the quality
programming for the
kids, the teachers,” he
said.

Another top issue —
and a difficult, but neces-
sary, conversation, in his
view — is about race,
equity and inclusion.

“To me, equity and
inclusion also means the
kids in school that don’t
have a voice, kids that
are quiet and shy, that are
going through struggles
— whether it’s LGBTQ+,
their identity — and
those who have special
needs and don’'t always
express themselves and
the things they need,” he
said.

His goal is to give voice
to members of the com-
munity who may not
have felt heard and to be
part of “the new conver-
sation where we’re mov-
ing forward, not
backwards,” he said.

“I think if we stop, we
listen, we talk to one
another — even the folks
we disagree with — and
have those hard conver-
sations, we will get our-
selves in a better place
where we can then come
together to make these
hard decisions,” he said.
“... I think that’s going to
be a really uphill battle,
but I'm ready to help with
that.”

“Our district and its
teachers, staff and
administrators are under
attack from a slate of
candidates with PAC/
dark money backing that
do not care about the
kids and the schools...
they care about control
and power.

“Our district is not per-
fect, and many chal-
lenges are ahead due to
the ongoing pandemic,
declining enrollment, and
state budget reductions.
We must elect candidates

that will fight for our kids,
support our teachers and
staff, and find common
ground and solutions to
move our district
FORWARD.

“I want to be in this
fight. I want to move our
district FORWARD and
truly be OneGP!”

David Brumbaugh

Age: 39

City: Grosse Pointe Park
Education: B.A., interna-
tional relations and polit-
ical philosophy, James
Madison College at
Michigan State
University; M.A., govern-
ment, University of Texas
at Austin
Professional back-
ground: Career data ana-
lyst and expert in national
security and public
safety; worked transna-
tional crime issues for
CIA for defense intelli-
gence approximately 10
years, including multiple
tours in Afghanistan;
moved to the fusion cen-
ter at Michigan State
Police and led team
responsible for threats
and hazards on the east
side of the state, outside
of Detroit, including
school safety and data-
driven technology proj-
ects. Currently in an
analytic role with the fed-
eral government.
Volunteer activities:
Chair, Community Early
Education Working
Group; Lion Den leader
and Pack Committee
member, Cub Scout Pack
86; chair, Camp Greilick
staff alumni committee.

David Brumbaugh
started paying close
attention to the Board of
Education during the
reconfiguration process
and is one of the archi-
tects of the early child-
hood center plan,
presented to the board
and administration for
consideration as an alter-
native to closing elemen-
tary schools.

The premise was with
fifth graders moving to
middle school as part of
the reconfiguration, addi-
tional ground-floor space
in the nine elementary
schools could be used for
for-profit satellite early
childhood classrooms.
While the board ulti-
mately did not pursue
this concept, the idea
evolved into repurposing
Trombly as a dedicated
early childhood center
for the 2020-21 school
year.

“I thought it was a cre-
ative way to solve a lot of
problems in the district.
And it would be some-
thing that would really

help with a lot of commu-
nity issues,” he said.

In Brumbaugh’s view,
these issues include the
COVID-19 public health
practices and a looming
enrollment and budget
crisis exacerbated by the
pandemic.

“I think it’s important
to think outside the box
and come up with cre-
ative solutions, but one of
those creative solutions
is just pacing,” he said. “A
lot of the problems that I
think really upset people
during reconfiguration
could have been solved
by just implementing it
over a three- to five-year
time horizon, which we
were in a budgetary posi-
tion before COVID to be
able to do.”

The proposal he and a
group of residents put
together was an attempt
to “strategically solve a
number of problems in a
way that grows our
school programs and bet-
ter helps young families
move to the district” as
an alternative to closing
schools, he said.

Having chosen to
actively involve himself
in the process,
Brumbaugh believes
more community engage-
ment would be beneficial
to the board and admin-
istration.

While he “would like to
see the board be a lot
more proactive” in
addressing the issues, he
recognizes the need to
strike a balance between
strategically overseeing
the district and “getting
into the day-to-day busi-
ness of picking out door
locks or deciding what
tables to buy or what par-
ticular math curriculum
to implement.”

Brumbaugh said he
appreciates the time cur-
riculum directors and
other members of the
administrative team
devoted to the ECC plan,
even if the outcome was
not what he sought. This
relationship also gave
him an appreciation for
the challenges they face.

“They are profoundly
overtaxed by the amount
of work in front of them
and different expecta-
tions,” he said.

As a board member, he
hopes to leverage these
relationships to further
the initiatives he started
and help the district
tackle future challenges.

“There are a lot of big
problems that the admin-
istration will admit that
they just don’t have a
good solution for,”
Brumbaugh said. “I think
that if we’re in a crisis,
it’s time for all hands on
deck and it’s incumbent
upon me, if I have the
skills that can help with
that, to put up my hand
and ask to help. So that’s
why I’'m here.”

“At least 500 students
have left our district.
COVID concerns were a
key driver of this decline.
One-time funds from
Lansing will get us
through this year, but this

See PROFILES, page 19A
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loss is four times what
triggered reconfigura-
tion, and will prove cata-
strophic next year if we
don’t act quickly. We
need a diverse, proactive
board with the skills and
expertise to rebuild trust
and confront this crisis
without slashing teacher
pay, gutting programs, or
closing schools. We can’t
stand by and wait to be
saved, or return to the
past. We can do this
together — I am ready to
do my part.”

Dr. Christopher
D’Angelo

Age: 40

City: Grosse Pointe Park
Education: B.S., biology,
University of Michigan;
M.H.S.A., health man-
agement and policy,
University of Michigan
School of Public Health;
D.O., Michigan State
University College of
Osteopathic Medicine
Profession: Emergency
physician at Henry Ford
Health System
Volunteer activities:
PTO member and volun-
teer; Neighborhood Club
youth soccer coach;
Grosse Pointe Park
Community Garden vol-
unteer; Medical College
Admission Test tutor;
trail crew volunteer,
Potomac Appalachian
Trail Club
Memberships: American
Osteopathic Association,
American College of
Osteopathic Emergency
Physicians, American
College of Healthcare
Executives, Little
Pointers for Diversity

Dr. Christopher
D’Angelo became
invested in working with
the school board and
administration during
the reconfiguration pro-
cess. Taking an objective,
independent approach,
he used his training in
health administration to
conduct a data-driven
analysis in his quest for
answers.

When Plante Moran
CRESA consultants said
enrollment numbers
would remain low for
several years, he sur-
veyed local pediatrician
offices to demonstrate
numbers were higher
than predicted.

When the board pro-
posed an array of recon-
figuration scenarios,
including closing three or
more elementary schools,
he presented a capacity
analysis study indicating
it wasn’t possible to close
more than two elemen-
tary schools and retain
ample classroom space
for future enrollment.

And when the board
voted to close two ele-
mentary schools, he cre-
ated a finance decision
analysis showing these
savings yielded no sav-
ings.

“I understand it’s a dif-
ficult process,” D’Angelo
said. “I will give (the
board and administra-
tion) credit for starting
the process. It’s a com-
munity that traditionally
is resistant to change in
general. ... They opened
the conversation, they

came to a conclusion. I
don’t agree it’s the right
conclusion for very spe-
cific reasons.”

The most significant of
these is his belief the dis-
trict missed the mark on
financial viability.

Beyond these fiscal
challenges, D’Angelo’s
focus is on the quality of
education and safety of
students and staff.

As a physician, he sup-
ports the remote start to
the school year in
response to the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

“I think that there’s too
much uncertainty sur-
rounding face-to-face
learning,” he said. “...
We’re just not ready. We
don’t know how bad the
fall spike will be.
When we can proceed
and say we’re protecting
staff and families ... then
OK. It’s time. But right
now it’s not the time.”

At the same time, he
faults the administration
for lack of creativity in
finding solutions and
devising a comprehen-
sive plan to keep staff
and students safe to
expedite face-to-face
learning when the time
comes.

In general, however, he
credits the administra-
tion for effort, whether
that involves reconfigu-
ration or the response to
the pandemic.

“I know they try,” he
said. “And I do think the
resources are spread
very thin. I do believe
that people are trying to
do their best and I try to
work with them. But
when they receive feed-
back, I don’t think they’ve
been very open. ... I think
they’ve been kind of set
on this path they set. I
think that the administra-
tion leads the board
instead of the board sup-
plementing and comple-
menting the
administration. And
that’s what I would hope
to do.”

“I'm one of the hardest
workers out there,” he
added. “You can criticize
me for questioning (the
process) ... but I just
want to know that we’re
making decisions for the
right reasons. And I've
worked very hard to look
at the right objective
measures, to make deci-
sions for the right rea-
sons. I want people to see
past the politics of the
board and ... look at
which candidates are
going to do the work and
do it for the right rea-
sons.”

“I am proud of the effort
and due diligence I have
been able to put forth for
our district over the last
couple years. I can say,
in earnest, that our dis-
trict and community are
better because of the
coordinated expertise
brought forth by myself
and other experts in the
community. I hope to be
a trustee but also look
forward to serving with
the other candidates
regardless of the out-
come.”

Cynthia Douglas

Age: 61
City: Grosse Pointe
Woods
Education: B.A., busi-
ness, M.A., administra-

tion, Central Michigan
University

Profession: Executive
assistant to the
Commission — Wayne
County

Volunteer activities:
Advantage Living Center,
Metro Detroit
Compassionate Action
Network, Wayne County
Food Distribution, Meals
on Wheels
Memberships: Grosse
Pointes-Harper Woods
NAACP Branch

As president of the
Grosse Pointes-Harper
Woods NAACP Branch,
Cynthia Douglas is used
to serving as a voice for
those who may feel dis-
enfranchised or left out
of the conversation. As a
member of the reconfigu-
ration blue ribbon com-
mittee, she witnessed
issues that came to light
which, in her view, were
left unaddressed in the
process.

Her top priorities for
the school district are
cultural competency,
equitable education for
all children and bridging
the achievement gaps
while supporting teach-
ers and making sure stu-
dents have the resources
they need.

In the midst of COVID-
19, the digital divide also
is of concern to her.

“Not all of our students
have access to the inter-
net,” she said. “I was talk-
ing to someone and they
said they had to drive to
a location where they
could pick up internet
service because they
don’t have it in their
home. ... We should not
have people in our com-
munity that need to drive
to a location outside their
home to be able to teach
their children.”

Douglas is running
because she is seeking
better representation on
the school board.

“I go to school board
meetings — and no disre-
spect against any of the
board members, they’re
doing their job and
they’re doing the best
they can, and they’re in
that position because
they were voted to be in
that position. But I don’t
see me and it’s not a rep-
resentation of the com-
munity. I want to be
inclusive of everyone.

“Everyone has a right
to an education and
everyone has a right to be
represented,” she added.

She also wants to make
sure teachers are pro-
tected during tight finan-
cial times and not
“sacrificed in order to
pass a budget.” While she
commends the quality of
the teaching staff, she
said she would like to
increase diversity and
attract “qualified teach-
ers of color” to the school
district.

Douglas added she is
passionate about every-
thing she does, “espe-
cially when it comes to
the community and with
children. Children are
everything. We need
them; they’re going to be
our leaders in a minute.
... They’re the ones who
are going to be leading us
and making decisions
and the only way that
they are going to be pre-
pared for that is to be
able to have an environ-
ment that is safe and wel-
coming and equitable to
all children.”

She believes she offers
a wealth of knowledge
and a fresh perspective to
the board.

“We can always do bet-
ter,” she said. “... I'm just
excited to be considered
to be a part of this school
board. I'm excited and
willing to put in the hard
work that needs to make

this community even bet-
ter than what it is. It’s a
matter of being progres-
sive. It’s a matter of mov-
ing things forward. And
for 2021, and the future
of our children, that’s
what I’'m here for — to
make sure that every-
thing is equitable, that
everybody gets the edu-
cation that they deserve
and to provide for teach-
ers and support them,
however we can.”
“Grosse Pointe Public
Schools have lost approx-
imately 500 students dur-
ing COVID 19. Some say
it is due to the lack of a
comprehensive plan from
the Administration to
return students to F2F,
sooner than later, and
provide needed resources
to marginalized and spe-
cial needs students. It is
understandable the diffi-
culties involved in devel-
oping a plan during a
pandemic for which we
have conflicting informa-
tion. However, we must
encourage those families
to return while paying
attention to and support-
ing those with difficulties
with learning in this envi-
ronment and provide the
services that they are
entitled to receive.”

Jennifer Goossen

Age: 39

City: Grosse Pointe
Woods

Education: B.A. degrees
in philosophy and mar-
keting, Wayne State
University; graduate
research at WSU
Profession: Constituent
services coordinator for
Congresswoman Brenda
Lawrence; serves as the
office’s district education
specialist and liaison to
the five Grosse Pointes
and Harper Woods
Volunteer activities:
Southeast Michigan Jobs
with Justice; Ruth Ellis
Center; Jews for Justice;
Detroit Action; ACLU of
Michigan; Council of

Bishops; Council of
Baptist Pastors;
American Muslim

Human Rights Council;
Michigan Liberation;
Grosse Pointes-Harper
Woods branch of the
NAACP; NAACP Detroit;
LGBT Detroit; The Poor
People’s Campaign; We
the People of Michigan;
MOSES,; Metro-Detroit
A. Philip Randolf
Institute; We GP;
Eastside Community
Network; Detroit Justice
Project; reading and lit-
eracy tutor for under-
resourced adults and
children for more than 20
years; victims’ advocate
for survivors of domestic
violence.

Memberships: League of
Women Voters, Detroit
board; Wayne County
outreach coordinator for
Voters Not Politicians
campaign; Grosse Pointe
Democratic Club;
Michigan’s Mighty 14th
District Democrats

Jennifer Goossen spe-
cializes in listening to
constituents. As a long-
time public servant, her
career is focused on lis-
tening to people and
translating what they say
“into something that a
person who has some
power can use, can incor-
porate or at least think

about as they make their
decisions,” she said. “...
I've got skills in being
able to hear people who
aren’t exactly like me.”

This includes consen-
sus building.

“I'm used to people
yelling at me,” Goossen
said. “I'm able to sift
through all that and find
an actionable item. ...
You need to be able to
respond to that in a com-
passionate way without
taking it personally. I've
been doing that for a liv-
ing.”

While Goossen views
the response to the pan-
demic as one of the big-
gest issues facing the
school district, she hopes
to use it as “an opportu-
nity to reevaluate our pri-
orities and our methods
as educators, and even as
parents and the commu-
nity. We can ask: What is
our theory of change? I
think it’s a great idea to
make plans that begin by
considering the people
who will be most
impacted by whatever
you decide to do.”

The next top issue, in
her view, is creating an
environment of inclusive-
ness.

“That’s not to say that I
think everybody in
Grosse Pointe is racist or
homophobic,” she said. “I
think that most people
are kind and don’t want
to be bigoted, but it’s not
necessarily the overt
offenses that create the
environment. That’s
toxic sometimes for peo-
ple who aren’t in the
majority groups.”

Goossen said her focus
will be on maintaining
what works in the school
district — and why fami-
lies move to Grosse
Pointe — while consider-
ing where change may be
beneficial.

“If we plan these
changes, they don’t have
to be traumatic or jarring
as long as there’s good
planning that goes into
it.”

As a single mother with
three school-age chil-
dren, Goossen is running
to be the voice of change,
as well as a voice for
those who may feel dis-
enfranchised. Had the
reconfiguration process,
for example,“started first
with the most vulnerable
or the most impacted
people ... it would have
made things a lot clearer
and we would have done
better,” she said.

“I'm not trying to vil-
lainize (people),” she
added. “I don’t think any-
one (on the board) made
any of these decisions
callously, but I do think
... there’s a lack of repre-
sentation of working sin-
gle parents like me.”

What the school board
needs above all, she said,
is “a trustee who listens
to parents and families
and can translate their
input into action. And
when I look at the cur-
rent school board, I see
professionals who truly
care about our Kkids, but I
don’t see myself and
that’s a problem. ... I
know what it’s like to feel
powerless and at the
mercy of people up on a
stage who have absolute
influence over one of the
most important aspects
of my kid’s life. And I
would want someone like
me up on that stage.”

“The makeup of the
student body in GPPSS
has changed dramati-
cally in the past 20 years,
and that needs to figure
into our strategy as a dis-
trict. Let’s recognize the
diverse backgrounds of
GPPSS families so we
can amplify our tradition
of excellence. Currently,
we aren’t effectively serv-
ing kids that don't fit the

white, upper-middle
class, typically-abled,
‘generational Grosse
Pointer’ profile. As a
result, our academic
rankings have slipped
and worse, we learned
that some kids have been
harmed. By Investing in
programs that are
responsive to the needs of
a diverse student body,
we’ll resolve several
urgent issues simultane-
ously.”.

Ahmed Ismail

Age: 67

City: Grosse Pointe
Woods

Education: Grosse Pointe
Public Schools
Profession: Business
person

Volunteer activities:
Special Kids (photogra-
pher), Grosse Pointe
South choir (photogra-
pher), school board
member mentor for
board members around
the state

Memberships: Michigan
Association of School
Boards

Two years ago, Ahmed
Ismail decided not to run
for re-election to the
Board of Education.
Since then he has experi-
enced a change of heart.

Ismail was first elected
to a four-year term in
2004, and re-elected in
2008.1In 2009, he resigned
due to health issues. He
ran again in 2014, and
won the four-year seat.

He hopes to bring
institutional history to
the board.

“As far as what’s been
done in the past and
frankly with the deci-
sions that are going to
have to happen in the
next year, you need to
have somebody with
some expertise, that’s
gone to some kind of
training (and has) some
involvement with other
school boards to know
what they’re doing,” he
said. “And you can’t do
this in a vacuum.
You've got to be looking
outside the box and
searching for any possi-
ble solution.”

Ismail wasn’t on the
board during the recon-
figuration process, but he
doesn’t approve of the
results.

“I don’t think closing
any of the elementary
(schools) is a smart
move,” he said. “That’s
our feeder program.”

Similarly, he views the
fifth-grade move to mid-
dle schools as a “snow-
ball effect” that doesn’t
solve the problem.

While Ismail said he
doesn’t know all the peo-
ple running, there are
four or five he has confi-
dence in. A few others
strike him as “one
agenda” candidates.

“When you join the
board, what your per-
sonal opinion is goes
right in a trash can,” he
said. “If you’re going to
do your job right, it has to
be what’s best for the
community, not what’s
best for your family. ...
And that’s hard for peo-
ple to do.”

Ismail believes he is
the right person for the
job because he grew up

See PROFILES, page 20A
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in Grosse Pointe, knows
“what the schools used to
be” and has experience
and training as a board
member.

“I'm probably the most
accessible person in the
school system,” he said.
“... And the biggest thing
I have to offer is my state-
wide connections and my
training and the formal
education I've had in
school board gover-
nance.

“Every board has to be
balanced,” he added. “...
What makes a great
board is you have differ-
ent varying skill sets that
represent your commu-
nity. ... 'm hoping when
this is all done, whether
I'm elected or not, we
end up with a balanced
board. That’s going to be
huge this time around. ...
I hope that voters
research the candidates
and that they look for
candidates that will treat
each other with respect.
Not only (each other) as
board members, but also
the public. It’s very easy
to forget that you work
for the community. They
don’t work for you. ...
You have to have people
who are down in the
trenches and are willing
to talk to people and be
open and accessible. And
I hope people will see
that I care about the com-
munity I'm deeply com-
mitted to. Everything I
have is from this commu-
nity. I hope I can pitch in
and help make things
better.”

“Our voters need to
make two decisions when
using their school board
votes. First, they have to
decide if they are happy
with the status quo. If
they are happy with
where our schools are at,
I am not their candidate.
If they aren’t happy with
the way our schools are
being managed, they will
have to decide which
candidate(s) have put
forth a clear ‘fix it’ list for
our schools that they
embrace AND which
candidate(s) have the
expertise to make com-
pleting the list a reality.”

James Joseph

Age: 32

City: City of Grosse
Pointe

Education: B.S., Hillsdale
College; J.D., University
of Michigan
Profession:
Commissioned officer in
the U.S. Naval Reserves
(no endorsement implied
by the Department of the
Navy or the Department
of Defense); attorney
(practice focused on
commercial litigation
and investigations). Prior
to law school, served as
an analyst in the non-
profit space where work
included evaluation of
grant applications and
measuring the effective-
ness of grants after the
fact

Volunteer activities: Pro
bono representations
focusing on issues that
block economic advance-
ment such as record
expungements and evic-
tion proceedings; hun-
dreds of hours spent in

immigration court advo-
cating for refugees and
asylum seekers from
communist, totalitarian
states on behalf of men
and women who had to
flee their home countries
because of their religion
or sexuality.
Memberships: Detroit
Bar Association,
Federalist Society

James Joseph knows
what it’s like to be differ-
ent. He grew up in an
immigrant household
with a single working
mother for whom English
wasn't her first language.
He is keenly aware of
how a school district can
be set up with a certain
family structure in mind
while making it harder
for others to succeed.

Joseph and his wife
moved to Grosse Pointe
because they were seek-
ing an environment offer-
ing opportunities for
both their neurotypical
son and son who is on the
autism spectrum.
Joseph’s goal is a school
system where no one is
left behind and there are
solutions that work for
everybody.

A year ago, he would
have said the biggest
challenge facing the
school district was recon-
figuration. Today, it’s the
pandemic.

“It’s good to remember
that you don’t know what
your biggest challenge
will be next year,” he
said. “And obviously right
now, the biggest chal-
lenge is how to get chil-
dren back in school
safely and effectively
given a pandemic. So
those challenges are the
ones that are right in
front of our faces, but
even if both of those go
away in a year, I think
our district is still trying
to come up with how to
have an equitable district
and diverse district mov-
ing forward.”

Joseph said he didn’t
oppose the school clo-
sures.

In his view, “If we woke
up tomorrow and all our
buildings were gone, we
would still have the same
great school district
because we still have the
same parents. We still
have the same students.
And we still have the peo-
ple that care about our
kids who can give (them)
the services that they
need. (But) if we woke up
tomorrow and the build-
ings were here, but all
those people were gone,
we would be lost.

“As much as I would
love the solution that pre-
serves the integrity of all
these buildings and their
traditions and lets every
kid walk to school, what’s
most important?” he con-
tinued. “We’re dealing
with shrinking budgets. I
don’t want to lose ser-
vices for kids that need
them, whether it’s AP
calculus or it’s speech
therapy or whether it’s
just helping somebody
learn how to eat their
own food without diffi-
culty. Our schools do so
much. And I think that on
the list of priorities, the
buildings are underneath
those. I wish there was a
limitless pie to pull the
budget from, but it
doesn’t look like there
is.”

Joseph also believes
the move of fifth graders
to middle school was “a
reasonable approach.”

“I think that the fifth
grade combining with
the sixth grade in the
middle school provides
some good opportunities
to help with that transi-
tion and make that a lon-
ger transition period,” he
said.

Joseph believes his

day-to-day job solving
problems for clients and
helping organizations
manage challenges
uniquely qualifies him to
serve as a trustee. His
goal is to guide future
decisions built around an
equitable, inclusive
school district with a
focus on finding solu-
tions that include all stu-
dents.

“We need a working
board, with Trustees who
perform their own dili-
gence rather than relying
on whatever the adminis-
tration says. After losing
over 500 students, we
need to win back families
and raise revenue or we
will be left cutting teach-
ers, programs, and build-
ings. We can turn this
around with creative
funding (like marketing
our virtual program to
districts without our
offerings), but we can’t
rely on yesterday’s solu-
tions anymore. Let’s not
take the easy way of cuts
to art, music, teacher pay,
or closures. We get to
choose if we accept a
diminished district. Let’s
fight for it.”

Keersten Colleen
Kassab

Age: 48

City: City of Grosse
Pointe

Education: B.A., interna-
tional relations, and
M.A., international policy
studies, Monterey
Institute of International
Studies; J.D., University
of Detroit Mercy School
of Law

Profession: Attorney

Keersten Kassab has
been a resident of the
City of Grosse Pointe
more than 25 years and is
passionate about neigh-
borhood schools. She
believes strong schools
equal a strong commu-
nity and wants to restore
trust and transparency to
the Grosse Pointe Public
School System.

She is running because
five open seats on the
school board have left a
void and she hopes to fill
that void with the honest
and responsible leader-
ship she believes she can
provide.

Kassab’s first priority is
the safety and welfare of
students. She wants to
make the best use of
facilities to offer students
as many opportunities as
possible.

In her view, the Grosse
Pointe Public School
System “is not maximiz-
ing its potential and is
losing its position as one
of the best school sys-
tems in the state. The
Pointes’ neighborhood
schools and unique tradi-
tional character are a
strong building block for
a strong community.”

Kassab hopes to priori-
tize the needs of the com-
munity and is committed
to making the school sys-
tem “stronger and better
than ever.”

The largest challenges
facing the school district,
in her view, are the pan-
demic, budgetary issues
and the reconfiguration.

Regarding face-to-face
versus remote learning
during the pandemic,
Kassab sees it as “a very
personal decision for all

families, but I do believe
we should have the
choice to have person-to-
person classes this fall.”

Kassab also was not in
favor of the reconfigura-
tion. Had she been forced
to choose two schools to
close, it would have been
Poupard and Trombly,
but she thinks there was
another way to handle
the budget issue without
closing schools.

She also was opposed
to moving fifth graders
from elementary to mid-
dle school.

“It’s not good for the
emotional development
of children,” she said.
“It’s not a good separa-
tion. We have a lot of
issues even with sixth
grade and middle school.
It’s a better division emo-
tionally and developmen-
tally for children to have
the younger kids sepa-
rated from the older kids.
And it also helps families
as far as the local walk-
able neighborhood
schools, which I think is
the cornerstone of the
growth of the Grosse
Pointes.”

Kassab recognizes
serving on the school
board is “a thankless
job.”

“I think they did the
best that they could, but
they left a big mess, to be
honest. And I think the
community feeling —
that I feel — (is) that they
went through the motions
of trying to let everyone
be heard and participate,
but they really had their
own agenda going
because I don’t think that
the community was
heard at all.”

Kassab decided to step
up to fill “the void that
was being left by all of
the members leaving. ... I
felt that no one was step-
ping up to take responsi-
bility and I decided to
offer my services. 'm an
attorney. I have a strong
background in finance
and economics. I'm a
parent. I've been a Grosse
Pointe resident for many
years. I feel the school
system isn’t what it was.”

“I will bring back the
focus on providing an
optimal learning environ-
ment for our children. I
will prioritize the values
of the community and
truly listen and respond
to the needs of parents
and families. My critical
thinking as an attorney
with a strong background
in finance and economics
will be an asset to the
school board and the
community. We are at a
critical time where we
can choose to change
direction with a new
board and superinten-
dent that will once again
make GPPSS a leader in
the state.”

Lauren Nowicki

Age: 38

City: Grosse Pointe
Park

Education: Bachelor’s
and master’s degrees
from Wayne State
University

Profession: Currently a
stay-at-home mom;
seven years of experi-
ence as an educator
includes working as a
teacher, Title 1 coach
and curriculum director
Volunteer activities:

Variety of volunteer
activities for schools of
three elementary-aged
children

Memberships: Trombly
PTO, founder of Save
Our Schools campaign

Lauren Nowicki and
her husband moved
their family from St.
Clair Shores to Grosse
Pointe Park two years
ago for the schools.
Class sizes were
increasing in their chil-
dren’s school and the
choice was either pri-
vate school or relocat-
ing.

Having heard about
the bond referendum at
Trombly’s back-to-
school night, Nowicki
and her husband voted
in favor of it because
they believed the build-
ing updates were neces-
sary.

It was during the
reconfiguration process,
in particular school clo-
sure discussions, when
Nowicki realized she
needed to pay attention
and started attending
board meetings.

“I think the biggest
issue with the reconfig-
uration that I had all
along ... was at the end
of the day, the plan
didn’t satisfy the budget
needs,” she said. “So we
were supposed to trim
$2.4 million, if I remem-
ber correctly. And we
only trimmed half of
that. So this process has
been awful for every-
body who’s affected.
And to think that we are
going to possibly have
to go through this a sec-
ond time is bad.”

Nowicki attributes
this to poor planning.

“I think there were
opportunities lost,” she
said. “We could have
tried the (early child-
hood center) program
(putting preschool sat-
ellite classrooms into
elementary schools). We
could have tried to add
some more young 5’s. ...
I think there were other
things we could have
done to mitigate some
of the problems before
we came up with a half
solution.”

Nowicki also opposes
moving fifth graders
into middle school.

“I have not found one
article that says that
that would be beneficial
educationally in any
way,” she said. “At the
start they talked about
how it was going to
increase educational
opportunities. They can
say it until they’re blue
in the face, but it did
not. Instead, my son got
an extra gym class or
band. To me, I don’t see
that as an added (oppor-
tunity). They’re already
getting gym class and
they already had band
in fifth grade at the ele-
mentary. So to me,
that’s filling a sched-
ule.”

Nowicki started a
Save our Schools
Facebook page in
October 2019. She
began meeting regu-
larly with parents and
organized several pro-
tests at board meetings
to put the brakes on
reconfiguration.

“As a former educator,
I'm watching how this is
unfolding and it’s just
not what’s best for
kids,” she said. “It’s not
what’s best for staff and
it’s not what’s best for
the community.”

Nowicki’s other major
concern is making sure
teachers’ voices are
heard.

“I think they are kind
of pushed to the side
and I don’t think they
have a very positive
work environment,” she

said. “And that’s one of
the things I would like
to try to change for
them. I would like to
change that fear into
motivation into innova-
tion into collaborative
thinking.

“They’re already
great,” she added. “I'm
not saying that they
need to get better, but ...
people are willing to put
in extra work when they
feel valued and that’s
where we need to get.”
Incumbent

“This election is piv-
otal for our school dis-
trict. Five seats are open
which could allow for a
swift change in trajec-
tory. I have aligned
myself with four others
(Pangborn, Ismail,
Papas and Steininger)
because we understand
the challenges ahead
and have a shared vision
on how to move our dis-
trict forward for the bet-
terment of our
community. If a too little
too late Covid plan, the
loss of 500 students, a
poorly planned reconfig-
uration plan and the
exclusion of teacher and
expert input into deci-
sion making concern
you, then please vote for
me and our group to
effect real change!”

Cindy Pangborn

Incumbent

Age: 73

City: City of Grosse
Pointe

Education: A.A.,
Northwood University,
Central Michigan
Profession: Retired
Grosse Pointe Realtor;
past work experience
included K-12 general
music and instrumental
music teacher, Grosse
Pointe adult education
instructor in design,
remodeling, dealing
with contractors; varied
responsibilities in fam-
ily-owned business
Volunteer activities:
Served in a variety of
volunteer capacities in
GPPSS, from PTO offi-
cer to 26 years as a
room mother

Cindy Pangborn is a
lifelong Grosse Pointer
and has been part of the
Grosse Pointe Public
School System for a
long time as a student,
parent, grandparent
and trustee.

She first joined the
board in 1995, and
served until 1999. She
was re-elected in 2009,
and has served consecu-
tive terms since then.

Pangborn believes she
is qualified to continue
to serve because of her
long history with the
school district and busi-
ness background.

Top on Pangborn’s list
of concerns is the coro-
navirus and the admin-
istration’s handling of
this crisis.

“Frankly, I don’t think
we’ve done enough soon
enough. And so some of
my other concerns have
been lowered on the list
of things because of the
immediacy of what we
have to do about getting
kids back in school,”
she said.

Among her other dis-
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appointments is not
having “any in-depth
talks among board
members at a work
meeting or special meet-
ing where we got into
not only the facts, but
all the minutiae that it
takes to get a child edu-
cated in this time. ...We
have received what is
happening from our
administration and then
we just sort of vote yes
or no. But we have not
been in the planning
stage on this and in
many other things for
the last two years and
this is my concern.

“I would say in gen-
eral, we are acting reac-
tive,” she added. “We
are not acting proactive
every time there’s a
problem. We solve it for
the week, not for the
duration of what the
system needs ... and
that’s across the board
on many, many topics.”

Pangborn also is dis-
appointed in what she
views as a “mediocre
curriculum,” the school
district’s decline in state
rankings, the lack of
efforts to attract fami-
lies to Grosse Pointe
and increase enroll-
ment, and her sense stu-
dents are leaving the
school district.

“We do not advertise
how good we are,” she
said. “We do not adver-
tise things like forensic
sciences, medical sci-
ences. ... No attempt
was made to bring new
people into our school.”

While Pangborn has
witnessed division in
the community during
her tenure on the board,
the last year during the
reconfiguration process
has been particularly
difficult, she said.

“I have never seen our
school system so split
and so much pressure
put on parents,” she
said.

She attributes this to
the administration’s
“divide and conquer
philosophy” and a
diminished role of the
board over the past few
years.

“We have a board that
has given carte blanche
to our administration so
that many of our deci-
sions are made at the
administrative level,”
she said. “When it
comes to the board, we
are just rubber stamp-
ing. And that’s one of
the reasons why we had
not developed a very
large and detailed game
plan.

“Having lived here my
whole life, gone to
school here, my kids in
school here, my grand-
kids in school here, I am
not only frustrated, but
very worried about the
state of affairs of our
(school) system,” she
added.

“I have been censored
for violating Board pol-
icy. The board accused
me without evidence
regarding a political ad.

“The advertisement
which expresses the opin-
ions of Taxpayers for
Grosse Pointe Schools
was placed by a nonprofit
501(c)4.

“Censuring me has
nothing to do with facts
and everything to do
with the current board
not wanting the return
of 5th grade to elemen-
tary and the reopening
of Poupard and Trombly.

“Censure carries no pen-
alties or restrictions. It was
used for embarrassment
and isn’t valid since I had
no involvement in the cre-
ation, placement or con-
tents of the advertisement.”

Lisa Papas

Age: 53

City: City of Grosse
Pointe

Education: B.A., music
education with minor in
political science, Wayne
State University
Profession: High school
and middle school music
teacher, Hamtramck
Public Schools; K-12 cer-
tification; decade of
experience in Title 1 dis-
tricts, including charter
and public schools
Volunteer activities:
Parents of six children
who are graduates or
current students in
GPPSS; parent volunteer
for various events, activi-
ties and field trips; served
on principal interview
committee for Brownell
Middle School; directed
Grosse Pointe South
choir for Assumption
Greek Festival; founding
director of Greek
Language and Culture
School at Annunciation
Greek Orthodox
Cathedral (partnered
with Wayne State
University to provide
instruction in Modern
Greek language and cul-
ture for tuition-based
program); choir member
of Annunciation Greek
Orthodox Cathedral;
Eastside FC and formerly
GPSA travel soccer team
manager; classroom vol-
unteer; Boy Scout den
mother; Girl Scout
leader; Neighborhood
Club girls’ soccer coach;
backstage coordinator
for Turning Point Dance
Studio recital; La Leche
League leader
Memberships: Previous
member of Michigan
School Vocal Music
Association

Top on Lisa Papa’s list
of priorities for the school
district is to turn around
declining enrollment.
Second is to address the
COVID-19 pandemic.

As a parent and
teacher, she sees both
points of view on online
versus in-person learn-
ing.

“There are parents that
absolutely want virtual
and teachers that are
afraid or have concerns
about going back into the
classroom,” she said.
“And I understand there
are also people that have
jobs that need to have a
place for their children
and childcare. We’ve
kind of built our
American system around
schools serving that
(role). So I think making
a plan to go back into our
buildings has to be really
thought out.”

Also on her list is fiscal
responsibility, bond
spending and the recon-
figuration.

Papas’s views on
school closings changed
through the course of the
reconfiguration. While
she agreed schools may
need to be closed to
address declining enroll-
ment, she’s not in favor
of the plan the district
came up with, in particu-
lar moving fifth graders
to middle school.

“I don’t think it’s a
developmentally appro-
priate situation for our
fifth graders,” she said,
adding she has taught
sixth grade at the middle
school level.

“They are very young.
And so to put fifth grad-
ers into a schedule with
multiple moving parts —
I think there will
undoubtedly be some
kids that will handle it
well, but I think there will
be a lot of children that
are going to struggle with
that.”

She also is concerned
about closing schools
during a pandemic and
the possibility of disen-
franchising students at
the two schools selected
for closure.

Papas believes in main-
taining a walking district,
which is one of the rea-
sons she and her hus-
band moved to Grosse
Pointe to raise their fam-
ily.

She is running for
school board because she
generally has been dis-
pleased with some of the
board’s actions.

“I don’t think they’ve
been as accessible to the
community as they could
be and to the parents,”
she said. “At the same
time, I have total respect
for everybody who gives
their time. Because it’s a
thankless job. It takes
hours and hours of their
time. ... I just disagree
with some of the deci-
sion-making that’s gone
on.”

Papas believes she
offers a different per-
spective as a teacher and
longtime parent in the
district. She also would
like to see greater com-
munication, which is
something she would
offer as a board member.

“I would like to see the
board pose more ques-
tions for administration,”
she said. “One of my big-
gest concerns is that I
feel our Board of
Education has been basi-
cally rubber stamping
everything the adminis-
tration has brought out.
And I think one of the
functions of a school
board is, not to be com-
bative — that doesn’t
accomplish anything —
but I think challenging
and asking questions and
reviewing decisions (is
important). That’s what a
Board of Education does.
You have to be the voice
of the community.

“We need a voice,” she
added. “And so here 1
am.”

“My choice to run for a
seat on the Board of
Education is to ensure
that all of our Grosse
Pointe students have the
best education that can
be provided. I am the only
BOE candidate that is
currently teaching in a
classroom. That exper-
tise helps me to under-
stand the challenges
faced by our teachers and
students. My experience
as a parent of six children
over 20 years, gives me a
unique perspective on
how to serve our families.
I.am invested in solutions
that will make our dis-
trict stronger for the long
term.”

Shareef Simaika

Age: 44

City: Grosse Pointe Park
Education: B.A., finance,
Michigan State
University

Profession: Director of
the turnaround and

restructuring practice at
a Michigan-based corpo-
rate advisory firm; previ-
ously vice president,
commercial lending at
Comerica Bank, includ-
ing 10 years of restruc-
turing experience
Memberships: Certified
Turnaround Professional
since 2008 and an active
member of Turnaround
Management
Association, Association
for Corporate Growth
and the American
Bankruptcy Institute

The biggest issue fac-
ing the district, in Shareef
Simaika’s view, isn’t
among those most com-
monly cited, like budget-
ary issues, the
reconfiguration or even
questions on how to best
deliver education in the
face of a pandemic.

For Simaika, the big-
gest issue is the lack of
diverse skills and leader-
ship necessary to ensure
a strong school system
for years to come.

With respect to the
other concerns, “once we
get collectively past
COVID-19, the most
important thing in my
mind is to ensure that the
long-term financial con-
dition of the district
remains healthy and sus-
tainable. Without that,
everything else becomes
moot,” he said.

Simaika decided to run
for a seat on the board
because he believes he
has the necessary skill
set other candidates lack.

As a turnaround man-
agement and financial
restructuring consultant,
Simaika has 20 years of
experience working with
companies — $10 million
to more than $1 billion in
revenue — “who get
themselves into some
sort of financial distress.
And my job is to help
them figure out why and
then what to do about it
and then help them exe-
cute.”

While a school district
is not a business, it is an
enterprise, he added.

“Just like any other
enterprise, you've got
scarce resources you’'ve
got to figure out how to
manage and do so in
such a way that you can
maximize the desired
output. In business, that’s
profits. In school, that’s
education, which is obvi-
ously harder to measure,
but the concept is the
same.

“My concern is the
board and administration
don’t always know what
they don’t know. From
my perspective, watching
the last few years, the
process they went
through was flawed,” he
continued. “... T firmly
believe everybody’s try-
ing to do what they think
is right for the district;
I'm just really concerned
that folks don’t necessar-
ily realize what has been
missed (and) what wasn’t
taken into account.”

Had the district hired
him to conduct the
study,“where they
stopped is where I would
have started,” Simaika
said. “And that’s why I
firmly believe that the
process was flawed and
there are so many things
not taken into account.
Again, it doesn’t mean
they came up with the
wrong conclusion. It’s
just that there’s no way I
can support what was
done with what’s been
presented.”

This applies to the fifth-
grade move to middle
school as well.

“I think the data is
highly mixed. I've done
the research myself and I
will admit there really
isn’t anything definitive
one way or the other,” he

said. “... I feel that (fifth
grade) is a better fit for
elementary, but that’s
just me personally. ... I
respect those who dis-
agree.”

Simaika believes his
financial and process-ori-
ented background would
add to “a highly func-
tional, highly efficient
board that can really be
in the best position to
review issues, engage in
debate, recognize alter-
native solutions, get feed-
back from the community
and put all that together
to make the best deci-
sions possible. And make
sure we have really good,
sustainable schools.

“The District has lost
over 500 students in 2020
and will be on an unsus-
tainable path once cur-
rent COVID-related
accommodations end.
We can’t forge ahead and
hope things improve, and
we can’t continue treat-
ing the symptoms by clos-
ing schools, cutting pay,
and eliminating pro-
grams. We need to act
quickly to fix the prob-
lem.

“GPPSS is a $100M/
year organization respon-
sible for nothing less than
educating our children
and it needs well-quali-
fied leadership. We need
an open-minded, diverse
Board with the right com-
bination of skills — includ-
ing appropriate financial
expertise — to be suc-
cessful in maintaining
our excellent neighbor-
hood schools.”

Colleen Worden

Age: 52

City: Grosse Pointe
Woods

Education: B.A., Miami
University; J.D.,
University of Detroit—
Mercy School of Law
Profession: Assistant

prosecutor, Macomb
County Prosecutor’s
Office — Special

Victims Unit; 23 years
experience as an attor-
ney

Volunteer activities:
Grosse Pointe Public
School System:
Monteith PTO executive
board for four years
(planned and coordi-
nated events for kids,
parents and teachers;
PTO communication
coordinator; created
student directory;
planned teacher lun-
cheons); Monteith
fourth-grade promotion
video committee co-
chair; Monteith promo-
tion parade chair; room
mom for four years;
Monteith Kindergarten
Centers volunteer;
Neighborhood Club
girls’ basketball coach

Memberships: State
Bar of Michigan;
Prosecutors’
Association of
Michigan; Police
Officers Association of
Michigan labor union

As a 25-year Grosse
Pointe resident, Colleen
Worden has lived in the
Park, the City and, for
the past 13 years, the
Woods.

She became involved
in the district as a vol-
unteer when her daugh-
ter, now a fifth grader,
was in kindergarten at
Monteith Elementary

School.

Worden started pay-
ing attention to board
business during the
reconfiguration, attend-
ing town halls and blue
ribbon committee meet-
ings.

During this process,
she recognized difficult
decisions needed to be
made to reduce the foot-
print in response to
more than a decade of
declining enrollment
from 12,000 to approxi-
mately 7,200 students.

“What I believe is that
the quality of schools is
what makes our school
district so amazing,”
Worden said. “It’s not
the quantity of the
buildings and it’s not
the building that your
child is placed in. What
makes the Grosse
Pointe Public School
System so outstanding
is the quality of the pro-
grams, the quality of
our teachers and the
quality of our resources.

“I don’t think that
keeping buildings open
if we can’t afford them
is the best way to be
financially responsible
for the district,” she
added. “So the decision
has been made by this
board to close schools.
And at this point, I think
we need to move for-
ward with this deci-
sion.”

If elected, one way
Worden would seek to
improve the board is
through increased com-
munication.

“I think that parents
like to know informa-
tion in this district and
they like to know
details,” she said. “And
I think if I were a school
board member, I might
work a little harder ... to
open the lines of com-
munication.”

In Worden’s view,
there are three chal-
lenges facing the dis-
trict. The first is “getting
our kids back to school
safely and effectively.”

The second is priori-
tizing the financial sta-
bility of the district,
primarily because of
COVID and its impact
on the economy.

“I think it’s really
important to keep up
our fund balance up to
10 percent,” Worden
said. “You have to be
responsible to our tax-
payers ... so when we
are faced with cuts from
the state and federal
government, we have
this savings account to
preserve the programs,
resources and teachers
that make our district
so fantastic.”

The third is attracting
and retaining high qual-
ity staff.

“I think that our
teachers are the jewel
of our district and we
want to make sure that
we always are looking
out to protect them
because that’s really
what makes our schools
so excellent,” she said.

Worden believes she
brings a unique per-
spective through her
volunteer work, experi-
ence as a parent and
professional back-
ground. She also is con-
scientious and fiscally
responsible, she said.

As a lawyer, she is
trained to listen to all
sides and come to a res-
olution. She believes
she gets along well with
people and is a consen-
sus builder.

Finally, Worden said
she is accustomed to
facing difficult deci-
sions as an assistant
prosecutor in the spe-
cial victims’ unit of the
Macomb County

See PROFILES, page 24A
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_ 01.

GROSSE POINTE NEWS/EPIC-MRA SURVEY OF GPPSS RESIDENTS

SURVEY RESPONSES — 400 SAMPLE — ERROR +4.9%
Polling Dates: Aug. 19-24, 2020

Conducted by live interviewers — included 40% cell phones

In what local public school district do
you currently reside?

100% Grosse Pointe Public School System

_02.

16%
19%
46%
19%

__03.

5%
5%
10%
45%
36%
26%
10%
9%

_ 04,

16%
42%
58%
35%
19%
16%
7%

__05.

44%
33%
77%
12%
8%
4%
4%
3%

Over the past few years, would you
say that the quality of a kindergar-
ten through 12th grade education
provided by the Grosse Pointe Public
School System has improved, gotten
worse, or remained about the same?

Improved

Gotten worse

Stayed about the same
Undecided/Refused

Overall, including all state and local
funds, do you think the Grosse Pointe
Public School System has too much,
too little, or about the right amount of
funding it needs to provide a quality
education for its students?

Much too much funding
Somewhat too much funding
TOTAL TOO MUCH

About the right amount of funding
TOTAL TOO LITTLE

Somewhat too little funding

Much too little funding
Undecided/Refused

Overall, how would you rate the job
that the Grosse Pointe Public School
System has done managing district
finances? Would you give the district
a positive rating of excellent or pretty
good, or a negative rating of just fair
or poor?

Excellent

Pretty good

TOTAL POSITIVE
TOTAL NEGATIVE
Just fair

Poor
Undecided/Refused

Students are usually given grades of
A, B, C, D, or F for the quality of their
work -- with “A” standing for excel-
lent, “B” for good, “C” for average,
“D” for below average, and “F” for
failure. Overall, what grade would you
give the Grosse Pointe Public School
System for the quality of education it
provides students - an A, B, C, D, or
F?

A

B

TOTAL ABOVE AVERAGE
C

TOTAL BELOW AVERAGE
D

F

Undecided/Refused

Now I would like to read a list groups and
individuals associated with the Grosse
Pointe Public School System. For each,
please tell me if you would give that group
or individual a grade of A, B, C, D, or F?
The first one is ...

__06.

18%
25%
43%
12%
20%
8%

12%
25%

_ 07.

25%
23%
48%
13%
10%
5%

5%

29%

__08.

34%
26%
60%
12%
8%
4%
4%
20%

__09.

15%
17%
32%
12%
14%
4%

10%
42%

Superintendent Gary Niehaus.
Without Undecided N=299
A 24%
B 4%
TOTAL ABOVE AVERAGE 58%
C 15%
TOTAL BELOW AVERAGE 15%
D 11%
F 16%
Undecided/Refused

The Grosse Pointe Education Associa-
tion — the local teacher’s union.
Without Undecided  N=285

A 35%
B 32%
TOTAL ABOVE AVERAGE 67%
C 18%
TOTAL BELOW AVERAGE 15%
D 8%
F 7%
Undecided/Refused
School principals.

Without Undecided  N=319
A 43%
B 32%
TOTAL ABOVE AVERAGE 75%
C 15%
TOTAL BELOW AVERAGE 10%
D 5%
F 5%
Undecided/Refused

Deputy Superintendent Jon Dean.
Without Undecided N=234
A 27%
B 29%
TOTAL ABOVE AVERAGE 56%
C 20%
TOTAL BELOW AVERAGE 25%
D 7%
F 18%
Undecided/Refused

__10.

53%
26%
79%
4%
2%
1%
1%
15%

_ 11,

16%
31%
47%
16%
21%
11%
10%
16%

_12.

21%
17%
38%
40%
10%
30%
22%

_13.

0%
4%
4%
21%
69%
48%
21%
6%

_ 14

56%
14%
70%
23%
11%
12%
7%

__15.

56%
32%
7%
2%
3%

__1le.

63%
18%
15%
1%
3%

Classroom teachers.
Without Undecided N=340

A 62%
B 30%
TOTAL ABOVE AVERAGE 92%
C 4%
TOTAL BELOW AVERAGE 4%
D 2%
F 2%
Undecided/Refused
The Grosse Pointe Public School’s
School Board.

Without Undecided N=337
A 19%
B 36%
TOTAL ABOVE AVERAGE 55%
C 20%
TOTAL BELOW AVERAGE 25%
D 13%
F 12%
Undecided/Refused

Over the past year or so, efforts have
been made to recall members of the
Grosse Pointe Public Schools school
board. Based on what you may know,
or what you have read or heard, do
you Approve or Disapprove of these
about these efforts to recall members
of the school board?

Strongly approve
Somewhat approve
TOTAL APPROVE
TOTAL DISAPPROVE
Somewhat disapprove
Strongly disapprove
Undecided/Refused

Based on what you know, would you
say that student enrollment in the
Grosse Pointe Public School System
has increased, decreased or remained
about the same over the past few
years?

Increased a lot

Increased some

TOTAL INCREASED
Remained about the same
TOTAL DECREASED
Decreased some
Decreased a lot
Undecided/Refused

As you may know, under Michigan’s
schools of choice program, parents are
free to send their child to another lo-
cal public school district if that school
district participates in the schools

of choice program and has room to
accept more students. School districts
that participate in the program must
also accept non-resident students
from other public school districts.
Currently, the Grosse Pointe Public
School System does not participate in
the schools of choice program. Based
on what you know or have heard

or read about Michigan’s schools of
choice program, do you approve or
disapprove of the Grosse Pointe Public
School System’s decision not to par-
ticipate in that program?

Strongly approve
Somewhat approve
TOTAL APPROVE
TOTAL DISAPPROVE
Somewhat disapprove
Strongly disapprove
Undecided/Refused

In November 2018, the Grosse Pointe
Public School System placed an $111
million bond proposal on the general
election ballot. Thinking back to that
election, did you vote YES in favor of
the bond proposal, or NO to oppose
it?

Voted YES

Voted NO

Cannot recall

Did not vote
Undecided/Refused

In November 2019, the Grosse Pointe
Public School System [also] placed

a proposal on the general election
ballot to renew their existing non-
homestead operating and hold harm-
less millages for a period of 5 years.
Thinking back to that election, did
you vote YES in favor of the proposal,
or NO to oppose it?

Voted YES

Voted NO

Cannot recall how I voted
Did not vote

Refused

_17.

61%
19%
15%
2%
3%

In November 2019, the Grosse Pointe
Public School System [also] placed a
proposal on the general election ballot
to renew their existing sinking fund
for a period of 5 years. Thinking back
to that election, did you vote YES in
favor of the proposal, or NO to op-
pose it?

Voted YES

Voted NO

Cannot recall how I voted
Did not note

Refused

Over the past eight years, the Grosse Pointe
Public School System has experienced a
decline in student enrollment at an average
rate of about 100 students per year. Based
on the per pupil allowance from the state,
this decline in enrollment has meant the
district has lost just under $8 million in
state school aid funding over that time. In
June of 2019, to address both declining
enrollment and declining state funding, the
Grosse Pointe Public Schools School Board
voted to close two elementary schools. One
of theseis. ..

__18.

30%
21%
51%
42%
11%
31%
7%

Trombly Elementary School in Grosse
Pointe Park. Based on what you know
or have heard or read about it, do you
favor or oppose the School Board’s
decision to close this school?

Strongly favor
Somewhat favor
TOTAL FAVOR
TOTAL OPPOSE
Somewhat oppose
Strongly oppose
Undecided/Refused

The other elementary school selected for
closure was . ..

__19.

29%
20%
49%
42%
8%

34%
9%

_20.

18%
19%
37%
54%
9%

45%
9%

_ 21

29%
25%
54%
35%
17%
18%
11%

_22.

26%
25%
51%
38%
20%
18%
11%

Poupard Elementary School in Harper
Woods. Based on what you know or
have heard or read about it, do you
favor or oppose the School Board’s
decision to close this school?

Strongly favor
Somewhat favor
TOTAL FAVOR
TOTAL OPPOSE
Somewhat oppose
Strongly oppose
Undecided/Refused

As part of the same action, in addition
to closing two of the district’s elemen-
tary schools, the Grosse Pointe Public
School System School Board voted to
reconfigure the district’s grade distri-
bution so that Kindergarten though
4th grade students would remain in
the elementary school buildings, but
5th grade students would be moved

to the middle school buildings along
with 6th through 8th grade students.
Based on what you know, do you favor
or oppose the School Board’s deci-
sion to reconfigure the district’s grade
distribution in this way?

Strongly favor
Somewhat favor
TOTAL FAVOR
TOTAL OPPOSE
Somewhat oppose
Strongly oppose
Undecided/Refused

Generally speaking, do you favor or
oppose closing schools in order to
address declining enrollment in local
school districts?

Strongly favor
Somewhat favor
TOTAL FAVOR
TOTAL OPPOSE
Somewhat oppose
Strongly oppose
Undecided/Refused

Generally speaking, do you favor or
oppose closing schools in order to
help save money and balance a school
district’s budget?

Strongly favor
Somewhat favor
TOTAL FAVOR
TOTAL OPPOSE
Somewhat oppose
Strongly oppose
Undecided/Refused

Thinking again about the Grosse Pointe
Public School System School Board’s deci-
sion to close two elementary schools, if the
decision was made to . . .

__23.

15%
15%
30%
50%
14%
36%
20%

... close one of the district’s middle
schools instead, would you have fa-
vored or opposed that decision?

Strongly favored
Somewhat favored
TOTAL FAVORED
TOTAL OPPOSED
Somewhat opposed
Strongly opposed
Undecided/Refused

What if the decision was made to . . .

_ 24,

5%

5%

10%
79%
13%
66%
11%

__25.

27%
24%
51%
41%
10%
31%
8%

... close one of the district’s high
schools instead, would you have fa-
vored or opposed that decision?

Strongly favored
Somewhat favored
TOTAL FAVORED
TOTAL OPPOSED
Somewhat opposed
Strongly opposed
Undecided/Refused

Over the past several years, some
school districts have converted an
existing school building into a special-
ized International Baccalaureate or
Advanced Placement School. Under
this proposal, with enrollment space
permitting, such a school would allow
students from other school districts to
“test in” to the school and, if accepted
based on those test scores, those
students from other school districts
could pay tuition in order to attend
the specialized International Bac-
calaureate or Advanced Placement
School offered by the local district.
Based on this brief description, would
you favor or oppose the conversion of
an existing middle school into a spe-
cialized International Baccalaureate
or Advanced Placement School which
would be offered through the Grosse
Pointe School System?

Strongly favor
Somewhat favor
TOTAL FAVOR
TOTAL OPPOSE
Somewhat oppose
Strongly oppose
Undecided/Refused

Moving to the Grosse Pointe Public School

__26.

29%
33%
62%
32%
12%
20%
6%

_27.

17%
32%
49%
32%
16%
16%
19%

System’s reaction to the COVID 19
pandemic. ..

Based on what you know, how would
you rate the job done by the district
for their response to the coronavirus?
Opverall, would you give the Grosse
Pointe Public School System a “posi-
tive” rating of excellent or pretty good,
or a “negative” rating of just fair or
poor, for their response to the corona-
virus outbreak, including the decision
to close down in-person attendance
for children in March of this year?

Excellent

Pretty good

TOTAL POSITIVE
TOTAL NEGATIVE
Just fair

Poor
Undecided/Refused

After the decision was made to close
down the schools, based on your per-
sonal experience with your children
or what you have heard or read about
the experience of other parents, how
would you rate the job done by the
district in providing remote learning
and education opportunities over the
Internet? Would you give the Grosse
Pointe Public School System a “posi-
tive” rating of excellent or pretty good,
or a “negative” rating of just fair or
poor, for the job done by teachers and
staff providing online virtual learning
to students in the district?

Excellent

Pretty good

TOTAL POSITIVE
TOTAL NEGATIVE
Just fair

Poor
Undecided/Refused
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__28.

52%
13%
65%
31%
6%

25%
4%

_29.

25%

24%

14%

29%

8%

_30.

As you may know, the Grosse Pointe
Public School System recently an-
nounced that district will begin the
2020-2021 school year with remote
learning only, and plans to gradually
reintroduce students to in-person
learning over time as public health
and safety conditions permit. Based
on what you know about this plan,
do you favor or oppose the district’s
decision to begin the school year with
remote learning only?

Strongly favor
Somewhat favor
TOTAL FAVOR
TOTAL OPPOSE
Somewhat oppose
Strongly oppose
Undecided/Refused

Putting aside the district’s recent
decision to begin the 2020-2021
school year with remote learning only,
which of the following statements best
describes when you think it makes the
most sense for schools to reopen with
in-person classroom learning?

In August or September this year
when schools would usually start the
school year

Later this fall in October or November
Not until early next year

Or, not until there are medicines to

effectively treat COVID-19 or there
is an effective vaccine to prevent the
virus

Undecided/Refused

Which of the following statements
best describes how you believe
elementary schools should have been
allowed to reopen for the school year?

N=101

38%

56%

6%

_ 31

Students should have been allowed
to participate in the same kind of in-
person classroom settings that were
used before the coronavirus crisis hit
Michigan.

In-person classroom settings could
have been used, but with social
distancing practices in place, and the
use of masks required for students,
teachers and staff.
Undecided/Refused

Which of the following statements
best describes how you believe middle
schools should have been allowed to
reopen for the school year?

N=101

38%

58%

4%

_32.

Students should have been allowed
to participate in the same kind of in-
person classroom settings that were
used before the coronavirus crisis hit
Michigan.

In-person classroom settings could
have been used, but with social
distancing practices in place, and the
use of masks required for students,
teachers and staff.

Undecided/Refused

Which of the following statements
best describes how you believe high
schools should have been allowed to
reopen for the school year?

N=101

34%

64%

4%

__33.

24%

63%

13%

Students should have been allowed
to participate in the same kind of in-
person classroom settings that were
used before the coronavirus crisis hit
Michigan.

In-person classroom settings could
have been used, but with social
distancing practices in place, and the
use of masks required for students,
teachers and staff.

Undecided/Refused

In light of the decision by the Grosse
Pointe Public School System’s decision
to begin the school year with remote
learning only, which of the following
statements comes closest to your view
regarding middle and high school ex-
tracurricular activities; such as band,
music, and sports?

All extracurricular activities should
be allowed to take place just as they
did before the coronavirus crisis hit
Michigan.

All extracurricular activities should be
indefinitely postponed until in-person
learning can safely resume in the
schools.

Undecided/Refused

__34 Where do you get most of your infor-

25%
17%
7%
7%

6%

5%
5%

4%
4%
4%
3%

2%

2%
2%
1%
1%
1%
1%

1%
1%
1%

__35.

14%
31%
17%
21%
17%
0%

__36.

23%
1%
8%
9%
41%
59%
0%

mation about the Grosse Pointe Public
School System?

The Grosse Pointe News

General word-of-mouth

Television

The Grosse Pointe Public School Sys-
tem web site

Other parents with children in the
district

Own children/other students

School district or building newslet-
ters/notes/flyers/print correspondence
from the district

Facebook

The Detroit Free Press

The Grosse Pointe Times

Board of education members/meet-
ings

“Robocall or Robotext” (the e-mail
and auto call system used by the dis-
trict)

Teachers/Parent-teacher conferences
The Detroit News

PTA, PTO, parent organizations
Radio

School district administrators
Support staff members (bus drivers,
secretaries, food service, custodians,
etc.)

Twitter

Other

Undecided/Refused

Including yourself, how many people
currently reside in your household?

One

Two

Three

Four

Five or More
Undecided/Refused

Are you, or is anyone else in the
household, the parent, guardian, or
grandparent of one or more students
that currently attend the Grosse
Pointe Public School System?

Yes, parent

Yes, guardian

Yes, grandparent

Yes, more than one

TOTAL HAS GPPPS STUDENTS
No, have no children in GPPSS
Undecided/Refused

__37 What grade or grades in school will

your children (or grand children)
attend during the 2020-2021 school
year?

N=163

5%
29%
31%
34%
0%
1%

Pre-kindergarten

K through 4th grade
5th through 8th grade
9th through 12th grade
Not yet in school
Undecided/Refused

__38 Which schools will your children (or

grand children) attend during the
2020-2021 school year?

N=163

16%
21%
11%
14%
4%
5%
7%
2%
2%
3%
5%
0%
5%
0%
1%
1%
0%
3%

__39.

19%
24%
29%
27%
1%

__40.

89%
6%
5%

__41.

1%
6%
1%

12%
46%
33%
1%

North High School
South High School
Brownell Middle School
Parcells Middle School
Pierce Middle School
Defer Elementary

Ferry Elementary
Kerby Elementary
Maire Elementary
Mason Elementary
Monteith Elementary
Poupard Elementary
Richard Elementary
Trombly Elementary
Barnes

St. Paul Catholic

Other (less than 1% each)
Undecided/Refused

Which of the following categories
your age would fall?

18 to 34

35to 49

50 to 64

65 and over
Undecided/Refused

Do you currently own or rent your
primary residence in Grosse Pointe?

Own/Buying
Rent/Lease
Undecided/Refused

What is the last grade or level of
schooling you completed?

Ist to 11th Grade

High School Graduate

Non-college post high school (techni-
cal training)

Some college

College graduate

Post graduate school
Undecided/Refused

Peters makes his case
for return to Senate

By Eddie B. Allen Jr.
Staff Writer

He describes himself as
a “new guy,” acknowledg-
ing the hurdles of his
freshman status and
membership in the U.S.
Senate’s minority, but
Democrat Gary Peters
says he’s ready for
another term.

Facing contention for
his Senate seat from
Republican John James,
who was defeated in his
last campaign against
Sen. Debbie Stabenow,
Peters wants to continue
serving his home state.

“I want to continue the
work that I've done over
the last few years, bring-
ing people together, pass-
ing legislation in a
bipartisan way, address-
ing issues that are impor-
tant to Michigan,” he
said.

Having served as a con-
gressman, Peters became
the only non-incumbent
Democrat to win a Senate
seat in 2014.

Quality health care,
skilled trades training
and environmental qual-
ity are among areas of
Peters’ focus that he
recently discussed dur-
ing a “motorcycle tour”
across the state. Among
issues of interest to vot-
ers, particularly in the
Grosse Pointes, Peters
spoke of his efforts to
keep Lake St. Clair clean,
including having secured
“a record amount of
money” to address con-

Sen. Gary Peters

tamination. Peters has
his eye on more than 200
toxic sites, he added.
While James’ cam-
paign commercials have
attacked him for a lack of
attendance at Senate ses-
sions and a pattern of
disengagement, the
incumbent points to bills
he helped bring to frui-
tion, ranging from vet-
eran apprenticeship,
access to food and agri-
culture protection and
small business advocacy.
Peters cites his record of
having enacted four
standalone bills, more
than any other
Democratic senator dur-
ing the Trump adminis-
tration, and having
passed nine bills through
the Senate since 2019,
more than any single
senator in either party.
He calls James’ ads
“clearly false” and “rep-
rehensible,” pointing out

that independent fact-
checking analysts dis-
pute the James
campaign’s statements.

In the nation’s current
racially charged climate,
Peters said he plans to
continue pursuing crimi-
nal justice coalition legis-
lation he helped develop
with around 50 percent
Democratic and 50 per-
cent Republican support.

“The way to address
those challenges is really
to bring people together,”
he said. “Ultimately, the
way we handle those
challenges is to find com-
mon ground.”

A Navy Reserve vet-
eran and Second
Amendment supporter,
Peters has been a firearm
owner, but said he advo-
cates “common sense
regulations,” such as
comprehensive back-
ground checks that close
loopholes permitting
sales at gun shows. Other
initiatives Peters sup-
ports include affordable
housing, which he called
“incredibly important” to
Michigan.

“I don’t think it’s a fed-
eral role to require it, but
I think we should incen-
tivize it and make it pos-
sible,” he said.

Come Nov. 3, Peters
said he’s ready to return
to work with the support
of Michigan residents.

“Ultimately, that’s
what people want,” he
said, “a senator who rolls
up their sleeves and gets
things done.”

James challenges
for U.S. Senate seat

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

As a Ranger-qualified
aviation officer who
served with distinction
in Operation Iraqi
Freedom leading two
Apache platoons, as
well as president of

James Group
International, John
James believes

Michiganders need a
representative with fam-
ily business experience
— and someone who
understands the auto-
motive industry inti-
mately in a state where
80 percent of businesses
are family-owned or
small businesses and
where the largest indus-
try is automotive —
rather than another
career politician.

A Republican in the
U.S. Senate, paired with
Democratic Sen. Debbie
Stabenow, James said,
also would give
Michigan a seat at the
table regardless of who
is in the majority or
White House.

In response to the
financial hardships fac-
ing Michiganders as a
result of the pandemic,
James says he would
have supported a sec-
ond round of relief for
COVID-19 matters, but
believes the long-term
solution is expanding
educational opportuni-
ties at all levels, includ-
ing adult education
programs that allow
people to advance their
careers.

“It’s not just about

John James

creating more jobs,” he
said. “It’s about creating
more job creators.”

He plans to focus on
resources from the fed-
eral level to provide
greater access to oppor-
tunities, such as how, in
Detroit, the population
is largely separated
from job opportunities
due to a lack of trans-
portation options, he
said.

With protecting the
environment, including
climate change and
Michigan’s lakes, as
another of his cam-
paign’s focuses, James
considers the current
level of funding for the
Great Lakes to be the
floor, not the ceiling.

From dumping in
Lake St. Clair to algae
blooms in Lake Erie, he
looks forward to work-
ing with Stabenow from
both sides of the aisle to
secure adequate fund-
ing for the issues.

He also supports non-

partisan solutions to
address climate change,
including working with
companies to integrate
more sustainable solu-
tions, as well as holding
egregious polluters in
the world accountable
to make more environ-
mentally friendly solu-
tions.

“The burden should
not be 100 percent
borne by the American
taxpayer, but we should
be included as partners
in the long-term pro-
cess,” he said.

While his opponent,
Sen. Gary Peters, has
claimed otherwise,
James says he wants to
keep the parts of the
Affordable Care Act that
are working — particu-
larly the protections for
people with pre-existing
conditions — while con-
tinuing to pursue reform
that will lower costs and
raise quality of care.

In supporting a mar-
ket-based, patient-cen-
tered approach to
healthcare, he believes
improvements can be
made through increas-
ing competition in the
field rather than
“increasing government
authority to make
healthcare decisions for
Americans.

“Taking care of people
and their benefits is
something that’s very
important to me,” James
added. “I’'m not here to
take anything away. I'm
actually here to protect
it and come up with sus-
tainable solutions to do
just that.”
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2-year term

Joseph Herd

Incumbent

Age: 58

City: Grosse Pointe
Woods

Education: B.A.,
Michigan State
University; M.S.W,,
University of Michigan

Profession: Retired dep-
uty chief, United States
Probation, Eastern
District of Michigan
Volunteer activities:
Former associate pastor,
Hope Community
Church, Detroit

Joseph Herd wants to
complete the term on the
Board of Education he
was unanimously
appointed to in January.

Moreover, having
retired at the end of
June, he will have more
time to devote to this
role, he said.

Herd believes his pro-
fessional experience as
second in command of
approximately 90 staff
members covering half
the state of Michigan has
prepared him for dealing
with different situations
with people from a vari-
ety of backgrounds.

When making deci-
sions and recommenda-
tions as deputy chief,
U.S. probation to the
judge, “I don’t always get
my way,” he said. “And
that’s not a prerequisite
to me being a part of a
group. In fact, I think
that’s great that I don’t
always get my way. I'm
not always right.”

His 26 years of mar-
riage and 15 years as a

parent within the
Grosse Pointe public
schools — two sons

graduated from Grosse
Pointe North High
School and a daughter
currently attends
Brownell Middle School
— has further shaped
his perspective.

“I’'ve seen a lot of
things in Grosse Pointe
and it’s not perfect, but
it’s the best that I've seen
in terms of the academic
atmosphere,” he said. “I
want to be in a position
where I can support our
great teachers and sup-
port our administrators
as well. And make sure
that we maintain the
excellence that we’ve
had in the past.

“I also want — to the
extent that I can — to
influence the tone of the
conversation,” he added.
“If you turn on any news-

cast, you could have the
same information and
based upon who’s report-
ing it, you’re going to get
two different results. I'd
like to have it where we
talk again to one another.
And maybe I can influ-
ence that from the school
board so that we can
make the best decisions
for our children. Because
one thing I think we can
all agree upon is that
education is paramount
to success. And (not just)
academic education;
social education is
equally important.”

Herd wasn’t on the
board during the recon-
figuration process, but
he supports closing
Poupard and Trombly
elementary schools and
moving fifth graders to
middle school, because,
“Grosse Pointe could not
continue operating as
though we had as many
students as we had in the
past. We were going to
be continually operating
at a deficit. One of the
things that the board is
faced with — one of the
responsibilities that we
have — is to maintain fis-
cal responsibility.”

At the same time, he
recognizes the emotional
attachment people have
to their schools.

“People have memo-
ries of those schools and
they look at them as not
only buildings, but
places where they had
events in their lives and
their children advanced,”
he said. “There’s going
to be a transition period.

“There are a lot of
challenges here with
Grosse Pointe,” Herd
added. “There’s a lot of
variety here in Grosse
Pointe. And if we don’t
utilize all of the people,
we won’t come up with
as good a result as we
would if we utilize peo-
ple from all areas of
Grosse Pointe, from all
different backgrounds,
which I think is impor-
tant.”

“I believe professional
and life experiences have
prepared me to contrib-
ute to the school board.
As deputy chief, my office
was charged with craft-
ing sentencing and
supervision suggestions
to 20 federal district
court judges serving life-
time appointments. I
credit opportunities
afforded within the
school system to prepar-
ing my sons for success
after high school. The
first is currently enrolled
in a master degree pro-
gram at the University of
Pennsylvania; the sec-
ond is doing well aca-
demically and socially at
Michigan State
University. I am looking
forward to helping all
Grosse Pointe students
perform to the best of
their ability.

PROFILES:

Continued from page 21A

Prosecutor’s Office,
where her main role is
“to fight for kids every
day.”

“In securing the finan-
cial stability of the dis-
trict, it is imperative
that we address declin-
ing enrollment and
bring back families who
left GPPSS. I will make
that a priority. As a
municipal attorney for
16 years, I have exten-
sive experience in work-
ing with cities and
townships to ensure
that their budgets were

balanced. My govern-
ment financial experi-
ence will be important
in addressing budgetary
concerns.

“I will bring civility
and respectfulness to
the board. As a working
mom with a middle
school child, I see the
challenges our district
faces and will work
hard to get kids back to
school.”

While Sherry Betcher
appears on the ballot as
a candidate, she has sus-
pended her campaign
this election cycle.

John Steininger

Age: 70

City: Grosse Pointe
Farms

Education: B.S., educa-
tion, Wayne State
University

Profession: Retired, for-
mer business owner
(Grosse Pointe Moving
& Storage)

Volunteer activities:
Grosse Pointe South
Gridiron Club, coupon
book chairman (14
years)

Memberships: Detroit
Athletic Club, Hundred
Club of Detroit

John Steininger
applied for the open seat
on the Board of
Education in January
after former President
Brian Summerfield
resigned.

“I feel now as I felt
then that for continu-
ity’s sake, there should
be someone with exten-
sive experience chosen
for the vacant seat,” he
said. “The board felt
otherwise and filled the
vacancy with someone
without experience.”

By running to fill that
two-year term now,
Steininger is offering
voters the opportunity
to elect him to apply that
experience to future
board governance.

Steininger served on
the board from 2008 to
2011, the last two years
as president.

“My term of office
coincided with the great
recession and we were
really up against it dur-
ing that time period,” he
said. “We had a great,
cohesive board. It didn’t
start out that way, but
we worked together,
found the common
ground and worked
through the funding
shortfalls that we had. It
was really fairly incred-
ible that we made it
through and we didn’t
miss a beat.”

In the intervening
years, Steininger has
kept a close eye on the
school district. He has
been particularly dis-
pleased with the perfor-
mance of the current
board and administra-
tion to date, giving both
“abysmal” ratings for
lack of responsiveness.

He believes the board
has “gotten so obsessed
about the closures and
moving forward with
reconfiguration, they’re

failing to consider the
pandemic and other
things that are related
that are ongoing.”

As for Superin-
tendent Gary Niehaus,
“he gets his marching
orders from the school
board, but lately it’s
almost like the tail wag-
ging the dog,” Steininger
said. “Some of these
things that are pushed
right through essentially
on his recommendations
I don’t think are given
adequate consideration
or adequate inspection.”

Steininger was the
only one of the 17 candi-
dates who did not vote
in favor of the bond ref-
erendum passed in
November 2018, under
Niehaus’s watch.

“I don’t think today
people grasp how much
$110 million is,” he said.
“It’s a tremendous
amount of money that’s
going to have to be
repaid over 30 years.
How many of the people
that are actually voting
for it are going to be
here in 30 years? Are
they going to pay it off
or are we saving it for
the next two genera-
tions to pay off?”

Correcting the current
course is not
Steininger’s sole moti-
vation to run. He also
strives to give back to
the community that has
given so much to him as
a GPPSS student,
65-year resident and
40-year business owner,
now retired.

“If my parents hadn’t
struggled to live here, I
would never have
received the education
that has taken me this
far in life,” he said. “I
want to continue that for
all the kids that are
growing up now. If they
get an education from
here, even if it’s tough
sledding for them — and
it was tough sledding for
me — if you just show
up, you’re going to learn
something and hope-
fully you’ll learn enough
to propel you through
the hard times ahead.”

“With only 10 days left
before the election I urge
each voter to reflect on
whether they’ve been
adequately represented
by the current BOE and
consider if they’re
pleased with the direc-
tion the BOE has taken.
The failure to have a
plan in place by Labor
Day for the community’s
children to return to in-
person learning and the
subsequent loss of 300
additional students to
other educational ven-
ues as a result is inex-
cusable. Trial and error
situations are difficult
but a failure to try some-
thing speaks directly to
the character of those
who are currently serv-
ing. Please vote for effec-
tive change.”

Theresa Vogler

Age: 55

City: Grosse Pointe Park
Education: Defer
Elementary, Pierce
Middle and Grosse
Pointe South High

schools and a few classes
at Macomb Community
College

Profession: Currently
home care assistant with
Home Care One; started
working at age 19 for
Eastland Security Police
Department as an emer-
gency dispatcher with
stints at Builders Square,
Grosse Pointe Park and
Michigan State Police;
office assistant for
Sheldon Investment Co.
Volunteer activities:
Second grade catechism
teacher at St. Clare of
Montefalco; recording
secretary for the PIC
Committee at St. Clare of
Montefalco; co-op par-
ent and recording secre-
tary at St. Clare
preschool; elementary
school room parent and
field trip chaperone;
Parcells Middle School
life skills classroom and
clinic volunteer and field
trip chaperone; sewed
costumes for Parcells
choir and Grosse Pointe
South choir and school
musicals; chaperone for
South choir competi-
tions; costume chair for
Grosse Pointe Theatre’s
Youth on Stage program.
Memberships: Grosse
Pointe South Mothers’
Club, Grosse Pointe
South choir boosters,
Grosse Pointe Theatre

According to Theresa
Vogler, she is not politi-
cal. She’s “a parent who
has felt that things have
taken a turn for the
worse and are not up
front.”

She believes “kids
have been dismissed”
and teachers “will not
speak because they are
afraid of repercussions
from administration.”

Vogler decided to run
for the board after wit-
nessing what she views
as injustices.

“I often hear that if you
don’t like it, change it,”
she said. “Hopefully, I'm
here to change it. This is
all new to me, so I'm
learning every day.”

Vogler filed for the
two-year rather than
four-year term because
her daughter is a sopho-
more at Grosse Pointe
South High School and

by her senior year, Vogler
hopes to “concentrate on
her and my family would
be the main reason for
that.”

She may seek to serve
longer because she
doesn’t believe “two
years is going to be long
enough to make
changes.”

Vogler is unhappy
about the school closures
and move of fifth graders
from elementary to mid-
dle school as part of the
reconfiguration.

“Who is going to want
to move into the south
end of Grosse Pointe
Park when they don’t
have a school for their
family to go to? They
have to walk across
Jefferson and walk
across Kercheval to go to
the closest elementary
school,” she said. “And
we’re supposed to be a
walking district.”

Moreover, “fifth grad-
ers do not belong with
eighth graders,” she
added. “There is a men-
tal maturity there and
they should not be in the
same building. There are
things said in the hall-
way that fifth graders do
not need to hear. I've
been in elementary and
middle school and high
school hallways and the
language changes drasti-
cally when you get into
middle school.”

Included in her plat-
form is marketing to
Detroit “to build our cit-
ies and the school dis-
trict up so families want
to move here.”

Vogler counts her abil-
ity to listen to opposing
points of view among her
main strengths.

“I don’t throw my opin-
ion into somebody’s face
and say that’s the only
opinion,” she said. “And I
will change my mind if
you give me the facts. ...
I'll listen to everybody. I
may not agree, but I will
listen.”

Moreover, as a former
emergency dispatcher,
“the roof (may be) falling
in” and she handles it
“calmly and produc-
tively,” she said.

“I've always just taken
care of people and done
what’s right,” she added.

Vogler said she is “just
a mom that wants what’s
right for her community
and her family. And
when I say ‘my family,’
that’s all the kids I've
come in contact with
through the years.”

Through her work as a
preschool teacher and
with the Grosse Pointe
Theatre Youth on Stage
program and Grosse
Pointe South’s choir, she
has been “involved with
children since mine were
young and I've always
just wanted to take care
of them. So I think that’s
where my main thing is
— I’'m coming from the
heart.”

Before you vote — what you need to know

¢ LWV’SVOTEA411.org

Voters need simple, helpful tools to navigate the voting process and
election day. Vote41l1l.org is the nation’s premiere, online election
resource. Build a personalized voter guide by visiting Vote411.org, which
provides voter guides and information on polling places, voting hours
and tips about voting in Michigan.

# Absentee voting in Michigan

An important reminder: Thanks to the passage of Promote the Vote in
2018, Michigan now has “no-reason Absentee Voting.” If you prefer to
vote in the comfort of your own home, you may request an absentee bal-
lot without needing a reason. Then either mail it in or drop it off with

your local clerk.

For more information, visit lwvgrossepointe.org.
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Singing al fresco

Grosse Pointe Theatre
talent takes to the streets

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

It’s only natural for the
members of Grosse
Pointe Theatre to want to
entertain. They’ve been
doing as much more than
72 years and have no
intention to stop.

Having to cancel its
spring productions due
to COVID-19 was heart-
breaking, but also led to
some creative brain-
storming. Members
Patricia Ellis and
Christine Kaiser each
had an idea to keep the
music playing and com-
bined them to create
Singin’ in the Streets.

“I had the idea back
when COVID first
started,” Ellis said. “It’s
taken a while to pull it
together.”

Since March, Ellis and
her family have only
been able to visit loved
ones at Sunrise of Grosse
Pointe Woods by stand-
ing outside, wearing
masks and seeing each
other through closed
windows while talking
on cell phones. During
one visit, Ellis wondered
how residents whose

families couldn’t visit
were coping with the dis-
connect. That’s when she
thought maybe some
Grosse Pointe Theatre
members could stop by
and entertain — to bring
joy to people and let them
know they’re not forgot-
ten.

Around the same time,
Kaiser saw a clip on
YouTube of a group in
Grand Rapids going
house to house and enter-
taining.

“We have plenty of
singers and dancers who
are dying to get out there
with an audience,” she
said. “My angle was I
think we can make
money this way. All the
nonprofits are in dire
straits.”

Singin’ in the Streets
showcases the talents of
a small group of GPT
members singing
Broadway medleys dur-
ing outdoor perfor-
mances in backyards,

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Doug Clark sings, “The Impossible Dream” for a Neff Park audience.

parks, driveways and
other venues. The
30-minute shows include
snippets from “Anything
Goes,” “The Sound of
Music,” “Hello Dolly,”

PHOTO BY PATRICIA A. ELLIS

Singin’ in the Streets’ first performance in September was a gift to residents
and staff at Sunrise Grosse Pointe. Performers repeated their musical program
on each side of the building, wearing masks and distancing, so all residents
could watch and hear the performance from their slightly opened windows.

“Chicago” and others.

“Most everybody will
know a majority of these
songs,” Ellis said. “It’s
something everyone can
enjoy.”

Music was selected by
vocal director Ellen
Skinner Bowen. The
medleys were arranged
by accompanist Dennis
Penney. Choreography
was created by Christine
Campbell-Cormier.

Singers include
Stephanie Butler,
Christine Campbell-
Cormier, F. Scott Davis,
Doug Clark, Peter
DiSante, Ann
McReynolds, Jacqueline
Pfaff and Ellen Taber.

“Everybody donated
their time and talent to
make it a success,” Ellis
said. “We want to bring
joy and inspire other peo-
ple who are feeling dis-
connected. It’s powerful

when you have a product
you can deliver out of
goodness and kindness
and hope.”

Virtual rehearsals have
been taking place twice a
week since July, which
has been challenging as
only one person can sing
or speak at a time on
Zoom. The blending of
voices in four-part har-
mony was not possible
until the group could
meet for outdoor in-per-
son rehearsals while dis-
tancing and wearing face
masks. Choreography,
for the most part, also
had to be learned via
Zoom.

Its first trio of perfor-
mances took place Sept.
19, followed by another
three Oct. 10. Next up,
the group has perfor-
mances planned Sunday,

See TALENT, page 12B

Record breaker!

Woods artist creates
world’s largest hand-drawn maze

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Michelle Boggess-
Nunley feels liberated.
After three months
and 10 days, the Grosse
Pointe Woods woman
has finally set down her
Sharpie. And what does
she have to show for it?
Only the world’s larg-
est hand-drawn maze,
measuring a whopping
1,126 square feet.
Boggess-Nunley expe-
dited her Guinness
World Records paper-
work and should hear
any day now whether
the title is officially hers,
but she has little doubt.
“I was really careful,”

she said. “I'm fairly cer-
tain I made the record.”

The guidelines were
extremely strict. She
could only work on it
four hours a day; she
needed two witnesses to
the entire process; it had
to be videotaped; the
maze path couldn’t
exceed 1 centimeter.

Following those rules
and others, Boggess-
Nunley tallied 260 hours
of draw time in front of
an audience.

“I did it all at Posterity
Gallery,” she said. “They
were kind enough to let
me use their window
space.”

The completed maze
was unrolled and mea-

sured at Roseville Rec
Center.

“I grew up there; [ was
so pleased they said
yes.”

Participants in the
measuring process
included witnesses,
Sherry Mclnerney and
Sherry Allor; surveyors,
Ayman and Rami
Tamimi; Roseville Rec
Center Director Sara
Frederick; Living Arts
Detroit representative
Tara Toumaala; and
Boggess-Nunley and her
family.

After marking off 100
feet on the gymnasium
floor, the 2,000-square-
foot roll of paper on
which the maze was

A close-up of the hand-drawn maze, which took Boggess-Nunley 260 hours to

complete.

sir.com

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

Michelle Boggess-Nunley and her family at the end of the maze, when the pa-

per was completely unrolled and she found out she had indeed broken the old
record. Pictured with the artist are her children, Mia Doucet and Zeke Nunley,
and her husband, Royce Nunley.

drawn was unrolled five
and a half times. Only
toward the end did
Boggess-Nunley start to
WOTTY.

“I thought it wasn’t
going to make it,” she
said. “I thought they
must have put less than
2,000 square feet on that
roll. We rolled it out five
times and I had my feet
planted by the current
world record,” at the
1,072-square-foot mark.

The room was filled
with a collective sigh of

96 Kercheval Avenue ¢ On-the-Hill
Grosse Pointe Farms, Ml 48236

relief — and a few cheers
— when the roll passed
her up by 12 feet.

“We measured 1,097
square feet,” she said,
adding that the paper
was slightly wider than
originally thought, so
official calculations
brought the total to
1,126 square feet.

While holding a world
record is an exciting
accomplishment for
Boggess-Nunley, it’s not
the reason she set out on
this adventure. The

attempt had a more per-
sonal meaning to her.
“Before COVID, I had
my On the Gogh Studio
classes in the area,” she
said. “After COVID,
there was nothing. They
canceled all art classes.
I was worried about the
organizations I work
with, especially Living
Arts Detroit, which
teaches art education to
young kids. They missed
their biggest fundraiser

See MAZE, page 8B

313.888.8800
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Dueling pianos concert planned virtually Oct. 24

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Rehearsals weren’t
nearly as fun for Anne
Roberts and Joseph
Palazzolo when they
didn’t have a show to per-
form.

When COVID-19 shut
down their annual duel-
ing pianos concert, they
still practiced, but only
half-heartedly.

That changed when
Grosse Pointe Unitarian
Church minister the Rev.
Alexander Riegel sug-
gested they offer their
annual standing-room-
only show on Zoom.

“That’s how it evolved,”
said Roberts, who will
host this year’s dueling

pianos performance in
her Grosse Pointe Farms
living room. The live-
streamed event begins at
4 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 24.

Selections for the
Zoom event vary vastly
and kick off with
Charbrier’s “Cortege
burlesque.”

“It reminds you of the
circus, very perky, zippy,
fun,” Roberts said. “We’re
also doing something
funky, ‘Chicken Reel.’
And we’re doing a fairly
serious Mozart toward
the end of the program.”

Added Palazzolo, “The
Mozart piece is an anom-
aly. He’s usually consid-
ered fun and frilly, but
this is dramatic.

“We’re also doing the

e
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Aild Birds Unllimited

Nature Shop
Bringing People and Nature Together for 28 years

Minimum $30.00 Purchase *

DECORATIVE MASKS
MOTAWI TILES * PUZZLES
BIRD FEEDERS « CHERRY REPUBLIC

1$10% OFF

Offer expires December 31, 2020

1 |
1 *Valid at Wild Birds Unlimited Grosse Pointe Woods location only. Cannot be used with 1
1 other offers, on DSC memberships, or on optical equipment. — GPN102220 1
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20381 Mack Ave, Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236
(313) 881-1410 www.wbu.com/grossepointewoods
Fd Like us on Facebook

o Open for In store shopping 7 days a week
o Delivery and curbside pickup options
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dramatic ‘Hebrides
Overture’ by
Mendelssohn,” he contin-
ued. “This four-handed
version was arranged
from the original sym-
phony. And we’re doing
another beautiful piece,
‘Album Leaf,” by Saint-
Saens.”

Another work planned
for the performance is
“Libra Tango,” by Astor
Piazzolla.

“He created the Nuevo
tango,” Palazzolo said.
“It’s a tango not meant to
be danced to, but listened
to.”

The show, expected to
last just more than one
hour, will be rounded out
by bits of dialogue
between pieces.

“We did have in mind
our audience,” Roberts
noted of the music selec-
tion. “We want it to be
appealing.”

“It was a collaborative
effort,” Palazzolo added.
“Anne’s been doing this
for years; she got me into
two-piano music.
Through the years, I've
collected recordings. ... I
love to look for music

that is not heard very
often. I call myself a
musical archeologist. ... 1
love doing obscure
works.”

Tickets for the perfor-
mance are $10.
Additional donations
also are accepted.

“We're trying to make
it as user friendly as pos-
sible,” Roberts said. “For
$10, you submit your
email address so you can
get the Zoom invitation.”

For tickets, call Grosse
Pointe Unitarian Church
at (313) 881-0420 or visit
gpuus.org and click on
the link.

Proceeds benefit the
church.

“It will be interesting to
see how it all shakes out,”
Roberts said of their first
virtual concert, adding
that it’s been a pleasure
rehearsing with
Palazzolo throughout the
summer at her home,
especially after they
decided to perform the
virtual concert; practice
sessions have become
more heartfelt with the
performance deadline.

Palazzolo concurred:

FILE PHOTO BY JODY MCVEIGH

Anne Roberts and Joseph Palazzolo will host their
third annual dueling pianos concert virtually this

year.

“It’s not just arriving at
Oz, but being on the yel-

low brick road that’s
fun.”

Library

The Grosse Pointe
Public Library hosts the
following virtual pro-
grams:

4 Halloween Costume
Show and Tell, 11 a.m. to
noon Saturday, Oct. 24.

& Michigan’s Most
Haunted Places, 3 to 4
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 24,
presented by Chad Lewis.

4 4th Monday Book
Discussion, 1:30 to 2:30
p-m. Monday, Oct. 26. The
group will discuss “Last
Stories,” by William
Trevor.

Hollyfest

L 671,‘1/;4 HHersary Ceé#@&w&
4

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20

NEW VISION FOR OUR ANNUAL FUNDRAISER

This year, our popular Hollyfest gala has been reinvented.

Join us as we move the event to a small-group format - both in-home
and virtual - to address the needs of all during this time.

You won't want to miss it!

Champion Sponsor

Henry Ford Medical Center - Cottage

Antonelli Financial Advisors

Signature Sponsor

Patron Sponsors

Ascension St. John Hospital - Wolverine Packing Co.

In Kind Sponsor
Grosse Pointe News

Benefactor Sponsors

EA

ACTIVITIES

¢ “The Legend of
Sleepy Hollow” virtual
book discussion, 8 to 9
p-m. Monday, Oct. 26.

¢ Storytime with Miss
Melissa, all day Tuesday,
Oct. 27.

4 Read, Rhyme & Play;,
10:30 to 11 a.m. Tuesday,
Oct. 27, for children
younger than 5.

# Fifth and Sixth Grade
Book Group, 7 to 8 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 27.

& Storytime with Miss
Rachel, all day Wednesday;,
Oct. 28.

¢ Family Trivia Night:
Candy Edition, 6:30 to
7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Oct.
28.

& Storytime with Miss
Jane, all day Thursday,
Oct. 29.

Register on grossepoin
telibrary.org or call (313)
640-4775.

Gilda’s Club
Lake House

Gilda’s Club’s Lake
House location, 23500
Pare, St. Clair Shores,
hosts the following virtual
programs:

¢ 1:30 p.m. Monday,
Oct. 26, Lake House
Social Hour and Virtual
Tour.

4 5:30to 7 p.m. Monday,
Oct. 26, Family
Bereavement, for those
who have lost a loved one
to cancer and seek emo-
tional support.

@ 6 to 7 p.m. Thursday,

Oct. 29, Bereavement:
Finding Your Way, for
those who want to learn to
cope with a loss due to
cancer and grow accep-
tance through the pro-
cess.

Register at gildasclub
detroit.org/events/calen
dar.

The Helm

The Helm at the Boll
Life Center, 158 Ridge,
Grosse Pointe Farms,
offers the following pro-
grams.

¢ Beaumont Cooking
Demonstration, 1 to 2
p-m. Wednesday, Oct. 28.

@ The movie “The Two
Popes,” 12:30 to 2:30 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 30. Members
pay $2 for snacks and the
movie, $7 for lunch and
the movie; guests pay $3
for snacks and the movie,
$10 for lunch at the movie.

@ Medicare counseling,
free to members and non-
members. Call Molly
French at (313) 649-2110
to schedule an appoint-
ment.

4 Chair yoga, 9 to 10
a.m. Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays.

& Tai Chi Beginner
Class, 9 to 10 a.m.
Thursdays.

4 Continuing Tai Chi, 9
to 10 a.m. Tuesdays.

& Active Fit, 10:30 to
11:30 a.m. Mondays and
Wednesdays.

& Seated Full-Body

Workout Routine, 10:30 to
11:30 a.m. Tuesdays and
Thursdays.

& Grief Work support
group, 2 to 4 p.m.
Thursdays.

Blood drives

¢ 1 to 7 p.m. Tuesday,
Nov. 7, AMVETS Post 57,
19730 Harper, Harper
Woods.

¢ 11:30 a.m. to 5:30
p-m. Wednesday, Nov. 11,
Christ Church Grosse
Pointe, 61 Grosse Pointe
Blvd., Grosse Pointe
Farms.

4 1to 7 p.m. Wednesday,
Novw. 18, St. Lucy Catholic
Church, 23401 Jefferson,
St. Clair Shores.

¢ 8 am. to 2 p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 22, St. Joan
of Arc Catholic Church,
21620 Greater Mack, St.
Clair Shores.

& 7:15a.m.to 1:15 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 27, Ascension
St. John Hospital, 22101
Moross, Detroit.

¢ 9 am. to 3 p.m.
Monday, Nov. 30, Pier
Park, 350 Lakeshore,
Grosse Pointe Farms.

Register at redcross
blood.org.

Toastmasters

Northeastern Toast-
masters meets via Zoom
at 7 p.m. the second and
fourth Monday of each
month. Call (313) 720-
8444 for the link and
password.

NAMI
The National Alliance

on Mental Illness Metro
Peer-Led Recovery
Support Group, for peo-
ple living with mental
health issues, meets vir-
tually at 7 p.m. every
Monday. There is no cost
to participate. Call Lisa at
(805) 450-1994 or email
lisajonesmentalhealth@
gmail.com.

Beth and Joe Moran - Ed Lazar Insurance Agency, Inc.
Ed Rinke Chevrolet Buick GMC - Gary and Paige Niehaus
GP War Memorial Association + Joe Ricci Automotive
Marquita Bedway PH.D., P.C. - Shane and Sara Reeside
William and Martha Ford Fund

i

* Alterations for Women - Men - Children
e No Appointment Necessary
e Fine collection of Consignment
clothing &accessories
377 Fisher Road « Across from GP South

313-884-8663

Partner Sponsors
Aiello Law Group - Diane and Ron Strickler
Donald K. Pierce & Co Insurance - Fisher Pointe Dental
Flame Heating Cooling Plumbing and Electrical
George R McMullen, Jr. - Higbie Maxon Agney Realtors
Joan Ferguson and James Grenda - John R. Leverenz, DDS, PC

Michael and Andrea Mattei + Northeast Integrated Health
Pitts-Aldrich Associates - Supportive Counseling Services

Tue - Sat 10am - 5pm

king a seamless transition, whether you are:
e Experiencing a death in the family
e Transitioning to assisted living
e Downsizing or relocating
e Moving sale

Call Us Today! We Can Help! #"oryJa, Owner
586-565-1590

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNTTIES ARE STILL AVAILABLE

Visit FamilyCenterWeb.org or email: Amy.Kish@familycenterweb.org
for tickets, sponsorship opportunities, and further information.

The .
el

STRONG FAMILIES * VIBRANT COMMUNITY

www.anthonysestateservices.com e tony@anthonysestateservices.com
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Santa Claus Zs coming to town aiter all

Chamber of Commerce puts new twist on annual parade

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

The Grosse Pointe
Chamber of Commerce
has been as busy as a
team of elves, preparing
for this year’s Santa
Parade. The long-stand-
ing holiday tradition was
in jeopardy of cancel-
ation once the coronavi-
rus Grinch came to town.

“After watching the fun
and joy families had dur-
ing Grosse Pointe Farms’
Easter Bunny drive-by, I
knew the chamber had to
do something special for
Santa, too, and to keep
the tradition of the
Grosse Pointe Santa
Claus alive,” said Jennifer
Boettcher, chamber pres-
ident.

As such, the chamber
welcomes the commu-
nity to its first drive-
through Santa Parade at
10 a.m. Friday, Nov. 27.

Rather than having spec-
tators line the streets, the
parade route will be lined
with stationary Christmas
displays and perfor-
mances; those dropping
in for the holiday spec-
tacular will stay in their
vehicles and drive the
route to check things out.

“The parade partici-
pants, groups, floats,
props, etc., will each have
their own designated sec-
tion along the parade
route,” Boettcher said.
“The spectators will be in
their vehicles driving
very slowly, single file,

Kevin's Song hosts

virtual auction,
fundraiser Oct. 22

Kevin’s Song, a Grosse
Pointe Farms-based non-
profit organization whose
mission is to empower
communities to prevent
suicide and offer hope
and healing to survivors,
will host its 2020 “Starry,
Starry Night” gala as a
virtual fundraiser and
auction from 7:30 to 8:30
p.m. Thursday, Oct. 22.
The announcement was
made by Kevin’s Song co-
founder and Vice
President Gail Urso.

During the live virtual
event, participants will
view a short film high-
lighting suicide loss sur-
vivors who will share
their story about what
Kevin’s Song has meant
to them. They also will
hear a brief update from
Kevin’s Song leadership
about plans for the 2021
Kevin’s Song Virtual
Conference on Suicide
and School Summit.
Participants also will
share a toast and find out
who won online auction
items.

The online auction,

which opened for bid-
ding Thursday, Oct. 15,
features a variety of excit-
ing items such as vaca-
tion homes, jewelry,
artwork, special event
tickets and more. This
year’s fundraising goal is
$100,000 and will be used
to support the confer-
ence.

“Although the coronavi-
rus pandemic has pre-
vented us from holding
our annual ‘Starry, Starry
Night’ gala in person, it
hasn’t dampened our
determination to con-
tinue to raise money and
awareness in support of
our fight against the
scourge of suicide,” Urso
said. “We remain hopeful
our friends, donors and
allies will continue to
lend their support and
join us for a wonderful
evening of informative
updates, moving stories
and a chance to win some
exciting prizes.”

For more information,
register for the gala or
make an online bid, visit
kevinssong.org.

PAATS offers rides to
drop off election ballots

As of Monday, Oct. 12,
Pointe Area Assisted
Transportation Services-
eligible passengers may
schedule a free ride to
their municipal building
to drop off their election
ballot.

Rides for the purpose of
dropping off ballots must
be scheduled for Monday
through Friday. The last
day for a ride is Monday,
Nov. 2. PAATS riders must
be a resident of Harper
Woods or the Grosse
Pointes and at least 60

years of age or disabled.

“We understand that
many of our regular riders
may be reluctant to vote
in-person or mail in their
ballot,” said Lynda
Altovilla, The Helm direc-
tor of finance and PAATS
representative. “We are
pleased to offer this ser-
vice free of charge.”

Reservations must be
made at least two days
ahead of time. To make a
reservation or for more
information, call (313)
343-2580.

Shred party planned

Hill Mortgage hosts a
shred party in the munic-
ipal parking lot behind
Kercheval on The Hill,
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 24. An
on-site shredding truck
will be present.

Participants are lim-
ited to a 50-pound maxi-
mum. Social distancing
guidelines will be
observed. For informa-
tion, call (313) 636-3700
or email jkaleta@hill
homeloans.com.

using one lane as they
view the parade in action.
Children can bring their
letters to Santa and place
them in the North Pole
mailbox as they pass by
Santa.”

Though the process
has changed, the parade
route has not. The fun
runs along Kercheval,
from Lewiston to
Cadieux. The roads will
be closed, Boettcher said,
and members of the pub-
lic safety and public
works departments will
be on hand to assist with
traffic flow and safety.

This year’s theme is “A
Gingerbread House
Christmas.” The fun
extends beyond the
parade to include com-
munity businesses in a
gingerbread house con-

test.

“We wanted to incorpo-
rate a fun activity for the
businesses to increase
foot traffic and to add
some festive fun for the
community, so we chose
the gingerbread house
theme, which allows the
businesses to sponsor a
gingerbread house,
which will be displayed
in the front window of
their businesses,”
Boettcher said. “The
sponsorship includes the
house and frosting. It’s
up to the business to get
creative and decorate it
however they wish.”

The winner of the con-
test will receive $500.
Second place wins $350
and third place wins
$200.

Additionally, the cham-

ber will design a map list-
ing all participating
businesses so the public
can pass by at their lei-
sure.

Those who want to be
part of the action — by
either having a stationary
float in the parade or put-
ting a gingerbread house
in their window — should
call the chamber at (313)

881-4722, email info@
grossepointechamber.
com or Visit grossepointe
chamber.com. Anyone
interested in volunteer-
ing as a street guard also
should call the chamber.

“We have parade spon-
sorships available and
are accepting donations,
which make the parade
possible year after year,”
Boettcher said.

“For the past 75 years,
the parade has brought
joy to the community
while kicking off the hol-
iday season and we didn’t
want to let the commu-
nity down during this
time,” she added. “We
didn’t want to let Santa
down either.”

B, Sinice 1936 gl
Draperies « Blinds

Shutters

e Shades

Cleaning « Sales « Repairs

ANGOTT’S

586-359-2123

www.angotts.biz
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Winter - Spring 2021

Our orchestra faces the same challenges that all live musical groups now face:
how to sustain our 67-year old organization when it is impossible to have rehearsals

$10,000.00 MATCHING GIFT CAMPAIGN

Fundraising needs to continue to ensure future performances and to make up for funds lost
from the cancellation of four concerts. The Board will match every gift, dollar for dollar
up to $10,000 for a matching gift campaign. Your $50 donation becomes $100, a $100
donation becomes $200 and $500 becomes $1,000. The match begins now and will end on
November 30. We hope that you will support the symphony, ensuring its future
by making a donation now. Just cut out the form below and return it with your gift to: Grosse
Pointe Symphony Orchestra, 32 Lake Shore Drive, Grosse Pointe Farms, M1, 48236.

Address

Joe Striplin, conductor

' Email address

importance.

The match will double your gift of:

$

Match will end on November 30, 2020. All gifts are tax deductible. The GPSO is 501c3 compliant.

Paypal available at gpsymphony.org

Sunday February 21, 2021 at 3 PM

Grosse Pointe War Memorial

32 Lake Shore Drive, GPF

Pre-concert talk at 2 PM

Wagner, Prelude to Act 1 from Lohengrin
Routenberg, Concerto for Jazz Violin
William Grant Still, Symphony no. 4

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

These concerts for the 2021 Winter-Spring season are planned but depend on state and local
government guidelines. The health and safety of the orchestra and our audience is of utmost

Please see our Facebook page or our website gpsymphony.org for updates on ticket sales.

Sunday April 18, 2021 at 3 PM

Grosse Pointe War Memorial

32 Lake Shore Drive, GPF
Pre-concert talk at 2 PM

Rossini, Overture to La Gazza Ladra
Bruch, Concerto for Violin & Viola
Tchaikovsky, Symphony No. 5

Gwen Laster, Violin

Kypros Markou, Violin

We thank our sponsors!

Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Funds

Community Foundation

102220

FOR SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN

NATIONAL

ENDOWMENT
Ascension £ AHTS
St. John Hospital £

Alexander Mishnaevski, Viola
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City man makes 160th blood donation

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

How much is 20 gal-
lons?

A 20-gallon fish tank
makes a suitable home
for two goldfish.

Twenty gallons could
fill 320 cups with water
to quench a crowd’s
thist.

A road-tripper should
make it around 460
miles on 20 gallons of
gasoline.

But for City of Grosse
Pointe resident Richard
Strowger, 20 gallons is
something much greater.

Wednesday, Oct. 14,
Strowger made his 160th
donation to the
American Red Cross.
His 20 gallons of blood
has potentially saved
480 lives.

“Some people say, ‘1
don’t like needles,” or

Our lunchtime back care class is

specifically designed to build strength

9

‘It’s not my thing,
Strowger said. “For me,
it was my thing. ... I
don’t think I focused on
the 20-gallon target until
maybe when I got past
16, 17, 18 gallons a few
years ago.”

His first donation hap-
pened July 18, 1958.

“I was a junior in col-
lege,” he said. “It was
during my summer
employment. The com-
pany I worked for, a
public utility, sponsored
a blood drive in the
building. I thought, ‘I'm
19 years old. Why not?’

. It felt good to do
something like that. It
was a way of helping
other people with a min-
imum commitment of
time.”

That’s how Strowger
felt for the first 80 or so
of his donations. Then
he discovered apheresis.

Lunchtime
Back Care class
online!

Gentle for beginners
Effective for athletes

Mon - Fri at 12 pm

and mobility where it counts. Expect to
experience less pain, improved posture
and core strength, and better mobility

with practice!

Register for class at FullLotusYoga.net via the Virtual Schedule

102220

experience

SHOES ¢ HANDBAGS ¢ ACCESSORIES

and many more

“Halfway through my
donation history, 1
learned about aphere-
sis,” he said. “Whole
blood donation takes 10
to 15 minutes. It’s sim-
ple, quick, easy.

“Apheresis is a two-
arm procedure that
takes two to three hours.
They withdraw blood
from one arm, it goes
through a machine that
separates the blood into
component parts ... so
people who need those
products can get those
products. The remainder
of the blood is trans-
ferred back into the
other arm. The blood
products derived are
much more efficacious
to the eventual donor.”

As explained by
American Red Cross
Donor Resource
Development Account
Manager Elizabeth
Frahm: “We collect
whole blood and power
red cells on mobile
drives. At our fixed sites
we also collect platelets
and plasma. These pro-
cedures are done on an
apheresis machine. The
donations take longer
and you can donate
platelets and plasma fre-
quently.”

These days, especially
since his retirement,

Eileen Fisher - Kinross Cashmere - AG Denim - Shoshanna
White + Warren - Sam Edelman - Rebecca Minkoff - Hammitt - AGL - Jon Josef

74 Kercheval Avenue « Grosse Pointe Farms, M| 48236
313.458.8719

Hours: Tuesday - Saturday 11-5 = Sunday & Monday - Closed

PHOTO COURTESY OF PATRICIA A. ELLIS

Richard Strowger holds his Red Cross certificate and pin recognizing his ac-
complishment of donating 20 gallons of blood. In the background hangs a vin-
tage Red Cross poster Strowger had framed with his earlier 19 pins. Each pin
represents a gallon in blood donations.

apheresis is Strowger’s
preferred donation
method of choice.

“For a lot of years I
had a young family, I
was on the road a lot for
my CPA firm, so I left it
by the wayside,” he said.
“As I became more
senior in the hierarchy
of my firm, I could get
back into it, so I did and
discovered apheresis.

“They set you up on a
couch where you sit for
a couple hours ... and
watch a movie while
doing it,” he added. “It’s
better in the long run,
but it takes a commit-
ment from the donor.
After I retired, I had
more time to do it.”

Strowger’s 62-year
history with the Red
Cross runs deeper than
blood donations. In the
1990s, he was board
chairman of blood ser-
vices and on its chapter
board.

“It was a gratifying
experience,” he said.
“Our job was working
with professionals and
clinicians to help strate-
gize how to maximize

blood draws in south-
east Michigan communi-
ties.”

The Red Cross has
changed considerably
over the years, including
a national restructuring
in 2014. One of the
newer processes it has
implemented, sending
postcards to donors fol-
lowing their donation,
gives the contribution a
personal touch.

“They can’t give you
the name of the recipi-
ent, but they thank you
for your recent donation
and tell you where your
blood went — it could be
Cleveland Clinic or U of
M Hospital or Flint —
which gives the donor a
sense of connection,” he
said. “I really like that. It
gives you a connection
in the process that’s per-
sonal or as close to per-
sonal as you can get.”

As someone driven by
knowing he’s helping
someone with his
O-positive blood type,
Strowger said that con-
nection propels him for-
ward.

The onset of COVID-

Women's, Men’s & Children’s Clothing
17131 Kercheval Avenue - Grosse Pointe
In the Village

Signature Store

313-882-(PALM) 7256

shopvillagepalm.com

19 forced many blood
donation events to can-
cel, among them the
summer event at which
Strowger had planned to
give his 160th donation.
Instead, he rolled up his
sleeve at Christ Church
Grosse Pointe just last
week to make the dona-
tion.

“As always, the need
never goes away,” Frahm
said. “The generosity of
blood donors and spon-
sors has been amazing
during the past eight
months. We are strug-
gling to find places to
hold drives as we are not
able to have drives at
many schools and uni-
versities. Our corporate
sponsors have staff
working from home so
they are not hosting
drives. The need is to
find places for all the
donors.”

To learn more about
blood donation or sched-
ule a drive, email Frahm
at beth.frahm@red
Cross.org.

Strowger said he’s
proud of his milestone
donation and the num-
ber of lives he’s
impacted. While a single
whole blood donation
helps one person, an
apheresis donation can
potentially help four or
five people, he noted.

“Blood is you, part of
your being, what keeps
you alive and function-
ing,” he said. “To give
up, over a long period of
time, 20 gallons of the
stuff is gratifying. I feel
good about it. People
seldom ask about my life
highlights, but when
they do, this is one of the

See DONATE, page 6B

102220
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Quite a comeback

Runner takes to the
streets for first marathon

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

There are a few reasons
why Oct. 10 is a signifi-
cant date to John Bornoty.

For starters, it’s his late
father’s birthday. But
there are other reasons he
won’t soon forget that
date.

“Last Oct. 10, I was
doing a warmup for the
Detroit half marathon,
just a four-mile warmup,”
Bornoty said. “I had a
massive injury; I fell to
my knees. ... Iwas told I'd
never run again.

“Being told you can’t do
something anymore that
you absolutely love is dev-

2

astating,” he added, not-
ing he’s an avid
half-marathoner.

With the help of tal-
ented doctors and physi-
cal therapists, Bornoty
fully recovered from his
injuries — cracked verte-
brae, dislocated hip and
muscle damage to his
back. In early January, he
signed up to run the
Chicago Marathon — his
first marathon ever.

Bornoty started train-
ing — running five days a
week, covering 30 to 40
miles each week — and
raising funds to support
Salute, Inc. He followed a
strict training guide and
stayed on track, even

2

after the event was can-
celed due to COVID-19.

“When it was canceled,
John wasn’t sure if he’d
run this year,” his wife,
Beth, said. “But he was
two of thousands of run-
ners who didn’t defer to
next year. He wanted the
funds he raised to go to
Salute this year.”

This Oct. 10, Bornoty
made his own marathon
route — through the
streets of Grosse Pointe.
While the weather was
perfect for the run, he
said, no amount of train-
ing could have prepared
him for those last three
miles.

“Finishing was brutal,”

PHOTO COURTESY OF BETH BORNOTY

John Bornoty, post-marathon, with his wife Beth, son John and in-laws, Grosse
Pointe residents Doug and Liz Abood.

he said. “But just to finish
— I'wasn’t going for time
or a personal record —
just to finish with my
body holding together

was worth it. Having my Bornoty went the extra
wife and my neighbors mile to help make the
there made it so special.”

In fact, while her hus-
band was running, Beth

See MARATHON,
page 6B

ENTIRE BILL

(Wlth Coupon ¢ Excluding Specials ° Expires 11-25-2@

23815 Jefferson @ 9 Mile
St. Clair Shores

986-778-6770

Kid’s Nights coming in November!

30500 Dequindre

Warren
586-573-6770

Kennedy’s

IRISH

EST.
1980

LAKE PERCH DINNER

18666 Mack Avenue

Grosse Pointe Farms

313-881-5675

Fresh Yellow Belly

With Salad or
Cole Slaw, Fries
and Warm Roll 1

16930 Kercheval Ave - In the Village
villagegrillegp.com - 313-882-4555

WE ARE OPEN!

The Village Grille staff appreciates your loyal support!

BUY ONE DINNER

GET

*Dinner of equal or lesser value. With purchase of 2 beverages. Up to $7.00 value Dine-In Only * Not Valid with any other Coupon

One Coupon per table * Expires D 31,2020

Village 1
g'u'[le ;

i ONE DINNER HALF OFF!"

The Village Grille is following
the state’s Covid guidelines, and seating at 50% capacity.

Open Daily at 11 am

GPN

022201

OPEN DAILY 11:00 A.M. - PRIVATE BANQUET ROOM - CATERING

092420

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT « SMILES ARE ALWAYS FREE!

Mealtime can be special
for your family by enjoying
Chef Shannon’s unique
homemade dishes bursting
with freshness and flavor!

586-585-1223

22428 Greater Mack Ave., SCS ¢ cornerkltchenscs.com

ST CLAR SHWE n

SldeStr cet Dmﬁ
sidestreetdiner.com
Monday - Friday 8am - 8pm - Saturday & Sunday 8am - 3pm

630 St. Clair
In-the-Village

413-804-6810

www.sidestreetdiner.com

102220

102220
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Soroptimist seeking
candidates for
educational awards

Soroptimist Inter-
national of Grosse
Pointe seeks qualified
candidates for two finan-
cial awards that support
women in their educa-
tional or vocational pro-
grams.

The Live Your Dream
Award is for $3,000,
which can be used in
whatever way the recipi-
ent needs to support her
educational goal.
Applicants must be the
primary financial sup-
port for herself and her
dependents, have finan-
cial need and be enrolled
in a vocational skills
training program or
undergraduate degree
program. This applica-
tion is due Sunday, Nov.
15.

The Virginia Wagner
Educational Award also
is for $3,000, and can be

used in whatever way
the recipient needs to
support her educational
goal. Applicants must be
enrolled in a bachelor,
master or doctorate pro-
gram and have financial
need. This application is
due Friday, Jan. 15,
2021.

Both of these applica-
tions are available online
at the Soroptimist
Grosse Pointe website:
grossepointesoropti
mist.org. Click on the
“Programs” tab to be
directed to the applica-
tions, which are submit-
ted online.

For further Live Your
Dream Award informa-
tion, call Bette at (586)
557-3287; for Virginia
Wagner Educational
Award information,
email Maddy at mcolav
ito48@gmail.com.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF PATRICIA A. ELLIS

Red Cross Team Manager Porsches W. preps
Richard Strowger for his blood donation Oct. 14,
during a blood drive at Christ Church Grosse Pointe.

Beth Frahm, donor resource development account
manager for the American Red Cross Blood
Services, presents Richard Strowger with a framed
certificate of appreciation recognizing the comple-
tion of his 20-gallon blood donation.

DONATE:

Continued from page 4B

first things I mention.”
Of Strowger’s “tre-
mendous milestone,”
Frahm added, “His 160
donations could poten-
tially save 480 lives. He
has been a champion of
the ARC for many years.
I am sure he is not stop-
ping at 20 gallons. I
would not be surprised if

he has another target set
for himself.”

Apheresis blood dona-
tion is determined by the
donor’s blood type. The
Red Cross currently is
testing all donors for
COVID antibodies and, if
they are positive, asking
them to donate conva-
lescent plasma to aid in
the treatment of the
virus. For more informa-
tion, email beth.frahm@
redcross.org.

MARATHON:

Continued from page 5B

event even more special.
She alerted neighbors to
her husband’s plan and
many came out to cheer
him to the finish line.
Several family members
and friends representing
branches of the military
also came out to support
him. A Grosse Pointe
Woods public safety vehi-
cle escorted him the final
stretch as well.

“He’s raising money
for Salute, which is an
organization that helps
families of military who
are wounded and veter-

-n
)
m
7))
I
o
>
7))
-
>

ans,” Beth Bornoty said.
“In honor of that, in
honor of the military ...
I'm trying to get every
branch of the military
represented at the finish
line.”

Other plans she made
to motivate her husband
included borrowing an
inflatable arch finish line
from Grosse Pointe
South High School,
where she teaches, as
well as setting up replen-
ishing stations every
three miles. She also spe-
cial ordered a racing bib
— personalized with the
date, 1010 — and a race
medal.

“He doesn’t have the

other runners or specta-
tors,” she said, “the
things that motivate you
during a marathon.”

But motivated is
exactly the word Bornoty
used to describe how he
felt post-race.

“This goes for anything
anybody does,” he said.
“Running a distance like
this is a personal accom-
plishment, especially
coming back from an
injury. ... Just keep press-
ing forward and you will
always accomplish your
goal.”

Bornoty is still pulling
in donations to reach his
$2,000 fundraising goal,
he said, noting he was

WOOD FIRED PIZZA

MARKET

WINE WEDNESDAYS

OPEN TUESDAY -
FRIDAY -

15201 KERCHEVAL

SATURDAY 5 -

THURSDAY 5 - 9

10

313-925-3430

selective when choosing
a charity to support.

“I'm very attached to
the military,” he said.
“Anything to do with sup-
porting them means a lot
to me.

“With Salute, it’s a
smaller charity. Eighty
percent of the funds go to
families and very little
goes to administration.
Most of it is run by volun-
teers. I've worked with
them since January. They
never made me feel pres-
sured to meet my fund-
raising goals. And I plan
to continue to fundraise
for them through our res-
taurant, The Big Salad.”

“John’s incredibly disci-

plined,” Beth Bornoty
said. “I give him so much
credit for doing what he’s
doing. The most impor-
tant thing, though, is he’s
honoring Salute and what
they do.

“This isn’t about John;
it’s about something big-
ger,” she added. “We’re
trying to help something
bigger than who we are.”

Bornoty said he likely
won't run another mara-
thon, but will continue
running half marathons
and wouldn’t mind see-
ing an annual half mara-
thon in the Pointes.
During his training, he
realized how popular
running is within the

community.

“On those long
Saturday runs, I'd get up
early thinking I'm the
only crazy one running at
6:30 in the morning,” he
said. “But there are a lot
of Grosse Pointe runners.

“Grosse Pointe in gen-
eral does 5K runs,” he
continued. “Having run
so much and done so
much training, I'd love to
see the Pointes do a half
marathon. Running
through all the Pointes is
such a beautiful run.
What a great way to cel-
ebrate our communities.”

To contribute to
Bornoty’s efforts, visit
bit.ly/2FnaPLf.

HOURS
OF OPERATION:

WED & THUR T12P-9P
FRI12P-10P, SAT TIA-10P
SUNDAY BRUNCH T0A-2P

NOW INTRODUCING

INDOOR
DINIRNE

IN OUR NEWLY-RENDVATED SPACE BY
RESERVATION ONLY ON OPEN TABLE.

OR ENJOY OUR OUTDOOR FIRE PIT.

15307 KERCHEVAL
GROSSE POINTE PARK
313-822-3700

WWW.REDCROWNGRCOM
INSTAGRAM.COM/REOCROWN_GP
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ASK THE EXPERTS By Anne Moigis

Prepping a high school student for college classes

Q: My 1l1th-grade
daughter has no idea
what she wants to study
in college. How can I
assist her in figuring
this out?

A: Self-awareness is
the most important and
first step of the college
planning process. While
grade-point average,
test scores and activities
are important, these fac-
tors should not be con-
sidered first when
making this big deci-
sion. Here are three tips

to help:

¢ Know yourself: High
schools provide students
with assessments that
help them understand
their learning style and
personality. Many times,
the results are glanced
at quickly and dis-
missed. Make sure you
ask to see the results of
these assessments. You
can also set up an
appointment to ask for
interpretation.

@ Choose your activi-
ties wisely: Making sure

your activities are mean-
ingful and in alignment
with your interests can
be much more powerful
than doing activities en
masse. Colleges are try-
ing to form a clear pic-
ture of who you are as a
person and how you can
contribute to the com-
munity. If your activities
reflect who you are, it
will make your applica-
tion stand out.

® Get the vibe: There
are many great resources
for online college tours

(One of my favorite
places to look is youni
versitytv.com). College
representatives who
visit your school also
can be a great resource
and have a lot of knowl-
edge. If at all possible, it
is ideal to have the abil-
ity to get on campus for
a visit. While online
information is helpful, it
can’t provide the same
information as stopping
by the local coffee shop
and getting a copy of the
campus newspaper. This

One place the
entire community
calls home.

What is The Helm? It’s a cooking school, a place to stay fit, a painting studio and a

will give you a true taste
of the culture.

Anne Moigis is a
licensed professional
counselor who special-
izes in holistic student
planning. She helps
teens discover their
unique talents and gifts
using a systematic
approach to better envi-
sion how they would like
to contribute to their
community and what
they need to do to make
that contribution possi-
ble. Email center4stu

dentscounseling@gmail.
com.

The Family Center is a
nonprofit organization
that provides resources
and preventive educa-
tion to empower families
to successfully navigate
life’s social, emotional
and physical challenges.
The Family Center is
completely supported by
community donations.
To learn more, visit fam
ilycenterweb.org or
email info@familycen
terweb.org.

great spot for lunch. Where you can get help getting things done and enjoy getting

together with friends. And it’s a reliable resource here in the community for older

adults in the good times — and even more so during these tough times. The Helm

is The Hidden Treasure on Ridge Road — just waiting for you to discover it.

LEARN AND

GROW

FUN AND
FRIENDSHIP

HEALTH AND
WELL-BEING

SERVICES AND
SUPPORT

* LANGUAGE
* ARTS
e TECHNOLOGY

» SOCIAL EVENTS
* GAMES
* DELICIOUS LUNCHES

» EXERCISE CLASSES
» HOME SAFETY
* NUTRITION

* CAREGIVER SUPPORT
* INCOME TAX PREP

 MEDICARE
COUNSELING

Find out what'’s possible at The Helm:
WWW.HELMLIFE.ORG

(313) 882-9600

158 RIDGE ROAD
GROSSE POINTE FARMS, MI 48236

CHELM

AT THE BOLL LIFE CENTER
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MAZE:

Continued from page 1B

of the year, so I did this
to raise money for
them.”

Funds were raised
through sponsorships;
more than 200 names
are hidden throughout
the maze in doodles that
were part of square-foot
spaces sponsored by 70
individuals or busi-
nesses.

The project raised
more than $4,000 for
Living Arts Detroit;
donations still are
accepted online at bog
gessart.com/breaking
theworldrecord.

Boggess-Nunley has
no immediate plans for
the physical maze; it’s a
bit big to display, but
she’d like to find space

Sherry McInerney and Sherry Allor, the two official witnesses, walk along the

maze checking out the doodles.

for it eventually. She thing — removing the
also plans to make a dig- yellow highlighted path
ital copy of the whole she drew as she went,
because the

maze had to
be solvable
— so people
can access it
online.

In the
meantime,
the artist
has a lot on
her plate.
She’s put-
ting together
a book of
short stories
about
Detroit folk-

Royce Nunley, the artist’s husband, unrolls the paper while
Boggess-Nunley and her children, Zeke Nunley and Mia
Doucet, walk alongside with the surveyor, Aymen Tamini, and

lore, pub-
lishing three
maze books

with Posterity Gallery
on offering art classes
in the space next door.
Now that she has
some breathing room —
“playing catch-up and
spending more time
with the kiddos,” she
said — she reflected on
her Guinness endeavor
as a teachable moment.
“If anyone has a
dream or wants to do
something, do it,” she
said. “That’s what I'd
tell the kids who
stopped in at Posterity.
“And support local
arts and art programs,”
she added. “It’s so
important to keep kids’
minds sharp. Art com-
plements all other aca-

Dale Wilson records the unrolling.

and working demics.”

CITY OF HARPER WOODS
WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN

SYNOPSIS: REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
SEPTEMBER 9, 2020

The regular City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Valerie Kindle at 5:00 P.M.
ROLL CALL: All Councilpersons were present.

MOTIONS PASSED

1y

2)

3)

4)

To receive, approve and file the minutes of the regular City Council meeting held on August 10, 2020 the Special City
Council meeting held on August 3, 2020 and the Special City Council meeting held on August 25, 2020 and furthermore
receive and file the minutes of the Library Board meeting held on June 18, 2020 and Ordinance Committee meeting held on
August 17,2020.

to receive and file the information packet provided by the attorney of the Parkcrest Inn and allow an additional 30 days,
beginning September 10,2020, to determine if the corrective actions that have been put into place by the Operations Manager
of the Parkcrest Inn will have a positive impact on the safety of our community and further that security officers be more
visible and to place additional signage to prohibit parking on any sidestreet for patrons or guests of the Inn.

To approve the 2021 Budget Meeting Schedule with workshops to be held at regular and special meetings on September 21,
September 28, October 5 and October 12, if necessary and further to hold a public hearing on the 2021 Budget on October
19, 2020.

That the agenda of the regular City Council meeting having been acted upon, the meeting is hereby adjourned at 7:03 p.m.

RESOLUTION PASSED

1Y)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7

8)

9)

to approve the following items on the Consent Agenda: (1) approve the Accounts Payable/Payroll Vendor listing for Check
Numbers 119921 through 120158 in the amount of $813,649.21 as submitted by the City Manager and Finance Director, and
further, authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the listing. (2) approve payment to Anderson, Eckstein & Westrick, Inc. in
the amount of $26,711.20 for professional services during the month of July 2020 for the following projects: 2018 Concrete
Pavement Repair, #180-204; 2020 Concrete Pavement Repair, #180-239; 2020 Pavement Joint/Crack Sealing, #180-226;
2019 Emergency Sanitary Sewer CCTV, #180-229; 2020 Sanitary Sewer CCTV, #180-233; Stormwater Asset Mgmt, #180-
202; Kelly Road Ped. Crossing, #180-208; AT&T Tower, #180-235; Lead Water Svc. Repl. #180-238 and Everstream, #180-
237. (3) approve payment to SafeBuilt, Inc. in the amount of $37,520.20 for the contractual building department services
performed during the month of July 2020. (4) approve payment to Weatherseal Home Improvements Inc. in the amount of
$8,894.00 for the renovations and repair work at 19380 Washtenaw as part of the CDBG rehab loan project. (5) approve
payment to WCA Assessing in the amount of $5,354.33 for the contractual assessing services performed during the month of
September 2020. (6) approve payment to Simplified Business Solutions in the amount of $26,686.73 for the email hosting,
security and backups of our computer system for the months of June, July and August, IT support services, upgrades for the
court required by the State of Michigan LEIN audit, the renewal of our firewall, and the purchase of a new Port Switch that
was damaged in a recent storm (7) approve payment to Badger Meter, Inc. in the amount of $15,439.02 for the purchase
of new 5/8” Orion automatic read water meters, with the cost being reimbursed by Grant funds (8) approve payment in
the amount of $14,000.00 to Guardian Sewers for their assistance with several watermain breaks and replacement of stop
boxes at various residential locations. (9) approve payment to Michigan Supreme Court Finance in the amount of $5,301.98
for software support on the district court’s computer system and SOS/Lein fees. (10) approve payment in the amount of
$38,134.37 to Grosse Pointe Woods for the City’s pro-rata portion of the operating and maintenance of the Torrey Road Pump
Station for the period July 1 through December 20, 2019 and January 1 through June 30, 2020. (11) approve payment to
Nu Appearance Maintenance, Inc. in the amount of $6,783.60 for contractual lawn cutting and weed maintenance in various
areas of the City, including City Hall, the annexes, Library and the Parks and also for lawn cuttings at various residential
homes. (12) approve payment to BS & A Software in the amount of $11,128.00 for the various accounting and billing system
software for the period August 2020 through August 2021.

approve payment to L. Anthony Construction in the amount of $41,073.34 for Progress Payment No. 1 on the 2020 Concrete
Pavement Repair project, #180-239.

to approve payment to Doetsch Environmental Services in the amount of $41,089.50 for Progress Payment No. 2 on the
Sanitary Sewer Cleaning & CCTV Investigation, #180-233.

to approve the renewal of a five-year agreement for professional services between the City of Harper Woods and SAFEbuilt
Michigan, LLC and further, to authorize the Acting City Manager to sign the agreement.

to approve the one-year extension of the Cross Connection Control Program with HydroCorp, Inc. in the amount of $6,000 to
be paid in 12 equal monthly payments of $500, and further that the acting City Manager be authorized to sign the agreement.

accept the lowest qualified bid submitted by Royal Roofing in the amount of $248,690.00 for the removal and replacement
of both upper and lower elevations of City Hall with 20 year, 60 mil EDM rubber roofing, and further that the surplus bond
proceeds be utilized for this project.

to accept the lowest, qualified bid submitted by Supreme Heating and Cooling, LLC in the amount of $84,680.00 for the
removal and replacement of the steam boiler at City Hall.

approve the additional purchase of doors and access points in conjunction with the City Hall security system upgrade from
Pointe Alarm in the amount of $16,968.00.

accept the proposal provided by Drive Creative Services to provide the City with the 2021 City Calendar and the quarterly
newsletter, including the distribution of both pieces as one single mailing in the amount of $6,650.00 and further to waive
competitive bidding in accordance with City Charter policy.

10) to authorize those Councilmembers interested to attend the Michigan Municipal League’s Annual Convention on September

30 through October 2 with the City paying all necessary and related expenses.

Valerie Kindle, Mayor

Leslie M. Frank, City Clerk

Published: GPN, October 22, 2020

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

Michelle Boggess-Nunley carefully rolls up the pa-
per so it can be measured and a new section can be
rolled out to get to the end to make sure it will beat
the old record.

All the doodles were sponsored by people or busi-
nesses.

The end of the maze drawing and the tape where it
was measured. Boggess-Nunley broke the old re-
cord of 1,072 square feet.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC ACCURACY TEST
TO BE HELD ON
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2020

GROSSE POINTE PARK, GROSSE
POINTE CITY, GROSSE POINTE FARMS,
GROSSE POINTE WOOQODS, VILLAGE OF
GROSSE POINTE SHORES, A MICHIGAN
CITY AND HARPER WOODS, MICHIGAN

TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF GROSSE POINTE
PARK, GROSSE POINTE CITY, GROSSE POINTE
FARMS, GROSSE POINTE WOODS, VILLAGE OF
GROSSE POINTE SHORES, A MICHIGAN CITY, AND
HARPER WOODS, MICHIGAN:

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN TO THE QUALIFIED
ELECTORS OF Grosse Pointe Park, Grosse Pointe, Grosse
Pointe Farms, Grosse Pointe Woods and the Village of Grosse
Pointe Shores, a Michigan City, Wayne County & Macomb
County, Michigan and the City of Harper Woods that a Public
Accuracy Test will be conducted at your City Clerk’s Office
on TUESDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2020 AT 2:00 PM., for the
purpose of testing the accuracy of the tabulating equipment
and programs which will be used to tabulate voted ballots
for the GENERAL ELECTION to be held on NOVEMBER
3,2020.

Interested parties are invited to attend.

POSTED: October 22, 2020
PUBLISHED GPN: October 22, 2020

CITY OF HARPER WOODS
POLICE DEPARTMENT
WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN
NOTICE
AUCTION OF IMPOUNDED/ABANDONED
VEHICLES

Pursuant to PA 104, an auction will be held on October
28, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. at Woods Towing, located at 22755
Lexington, Eastpointe, MI. The following impounded/
abandoned vehicles will be auctioned:

2007 Dodge Dakota ID7THE22KX7S118804
2010 Ford Focus IFAHP3HNOAW?234269
1998 Lexus Es300 JT8BF2867W0110412
2002 Toyota Sequoia 5TDBT48A02S088469
2005 Chevy Cobalt 1G1AKS55F667648038
2005 Chrysler 300 2C3JA53G25H538083
2011 Dodge Journey 3D4PG1FGXBT515875
2010 Chevy Malibu 1G1ZC5EB5A4129036

The above vehicles can be viewed 1/2 hour prior to the
auction, at Woods Towing. Payment by cash or certified
check only. Cars listed may be pulled or released prior to the
auction by the Harper Woods Police Department.

Sgt. Thomas Teatsorth
Traffic Safety Section

POSTED: October 16, 2020
PUBLISHED: October 22, 2020

A copy of this notice can be viewed on www.harperwoodscity.org
under Public Notices.
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First English hosts Trunk or Treat Drive-Thru

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Families looking for an
innovative alternative to
door-to-door trick-or-
treating are invited to
First English Evangelical
Lutheran Church on
Halloween.

From 3 to 5 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 31, church

volunteers decked out in
their Halloween best will
dole out candy to cos-
tumed cuties during a
Trunk or Treat Drive-
Thru.

“We had been talking
about it on a congrega-
tional level — how to
bring people together
safely,” said the Rew.
Sean Motley, pastor at

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Scarecrow sighting

The Grosse Pointe Historical Society introduced a
new fundraiser this year: The Scarecrow Project.
Scarecrow kits were sold for people to customize
and display throughout the community for the
month of October. In the City of Grosse Pointe along
Maumee, passersby will see this scarecrow display
featuring a suffragist and a likeness of Ruth Bader

Ginsberg.

Ford House welcomes
‘Little Goblins’ Oct. 24

The Edsel & Eleanor
Ford House, 1100
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe
Shores, welcomes cos-
tumed youngsters to its
Little Goblins Drive-Thru,
2 to 5 p.m. Saturday, Oct.
24,

This year, Ford House
is putting a safe twist
on this annual Halloween
trick-or-treat event.
Parents may bring their
dressed-up young ones
on a drive through the
estate, braking for trick-
or-treat stations.

The event will feature
not-so-spooky decora-
tions and characters for
Halloween fun, plus lots
of stops for treats along
the drive. It is recom-
mended for children ages
3 and older.

Admission is $20 per
car. Space is limited to
comply with COVID-19
precautions.

The program takes
place rain or shine.
Groups are asked to
arrive at their scheduled
times and be prepared to
show their tickets at the
gate. All visitors must
remain in their vehicles.
There is no parking on
the estate during the
event.

Also, guests are asked
to wear a mask when
interacting with staff.

Little Goblins is spon-
sored by Trader Joe’s of
Grosse Pointe, Roy
O’Brien Ford, Growing

Smiles Pediatric
Dentistry and Ford Motor
Co.

Michigan Renaissance
Festival launches lighted
Halloween walk through

Though this year’s
Michigan Renaissance
Festival was canceled
due to the coronavirus,
festival grounds in Holly
have been altered for
the Halloween season.

Patrons are invited to
walk through more than
three-quarters of a mile
of lights and sounds as
they make their way
through the twists and
turns of the festival vil-
lage, which has been
transformed into “A
Haunting in Hollygrove
— Phantasm of Lights.”
Through a partnership
between the festival and
national lighting com-
pany, Fantasee Lighting,
the grounds will be
filled with lights, ani-
mated scenes, jump
scares and more —
something new at every
turn, with more than

eight haunting scenes
and unique and unnerv-
ing characters filling the
lanes.

There also will be an
area featuring 10 to 15
festival artisans for
unique finds and exclu-
sive Halloween mer-
chandise.

Tours take place rain
or shine. Event dates
are Thursday through
Sunday, Oct. 15 to 31.

Tickets for this fam-
ily-friendly haunted vil-
lage are limited to only
40 people per time slot.
Adult tickets are $25
and tickets for ages 5 to
12 are $17.95; ages 5
and younger are admit-
ted free.

Masks and social dis-
tancing will be observed.
Tickets and more infor-
mation are available at
halloweeninholly.com.

First English. “A lot of
activities, especially for
children, are gone right
now. ... So how do we
help kids and families
have a little normalcy to
their lives? How can we
be of service to the com-
munity to support kids
and families and bring
them a little fun, a little
joy, something with a
lack of stress? Something
people can look at and
say, that’s safe.”
Children are invited to
put on their Halloween
costumes, jump into the
family car and come to
the church, where they’ll
drive past 25 to 50 trunk
stations. Those comfort-
able holding their treat
bags out of the window
may receive their good-
ies that way; volunteers
also will place candy into

open trunks, if that’s a
more comfortable
option.

All volunteers, who are
all church members, will
wear masks and gloves.

“People stay in their
cars, so there are no
crowds,” Motley said.

Drivers will be asked
to enter and exit the
church’s Wedgewood
driveway; the Vernier
Road driveway will be
closed.

“Ideally, they’ll go into
the lot, loop around and
go back out,” Motley
said. “We don’t want to
cause any issues on
Vernier. There will be 50
to 60 feet before the cars
are set up, so we can get
as much traffic off of the
street as we can.”

Motley said Grosse
Pointe Woods Public

Safety will assist with
traffic control, if needed.

A recent sermon
Motley preached based
on a passage in
Philippians reflected the
importance of having
fun.

“’Rejoice in the Lord.
Again, I say rejoice,””
Motley quoted. “Trunk
or Treat is a fun activity.
God wants us to be able
to enjoy ourselves and
the gifts he’s given us. ...
During the pandemic, a
lot of people have been
stressed, depressed,
overwhelmed, lonely. We
hope to help people
smile, to remember
there’s joy here. Maybe
on that Saturday, they
can forget about it for a
while.”

Registration is not
required; all children are

welcome.

“We could have any-
where from 20 to 500
show up,” Motley said,
“so we’re preparing for
500.”

Any leftover treats will
be donated to a charity
that will ship them over-
seas to U.S. troops.

“This is not traditional
outreach for a church,”
he added. “Hopefully,
we’ll have decent
weather, but we’re doing
it rain or shine. There’s
no charge. It will be a
fun event.”

Motley said he and his
wife will be in on the fun,
too, dressed as the “of
Arks.”

“I’'m Noah, she’s Joan,”
he said.

For more information,
email tonyapirker@
yahoo.com.
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OBITUARIES

Obituary notices are purchased and often prewritten by family or friends. While
we try to run obituaries as submitted, we nevertheless reserve the right to edit for

accuracy, style and length.

Laurene W.
Buechler
Laurene W. Buechler,
82, passed away

Wednesday, Sept. 30,
2020, at her home in the
City of Grosse Pointe.

Laurene was the loving
wife and partner of Dr.
Ernest P. Buechler for 60
years; devoted mother of
sons, Kurt, Craig and
Peter; grandmother of
Connor, Killian, Noah,
Katelyn and Carson; and
sister of Diane Jaco.

A graduate of the
University of Michigan,
Laurene earned an
undergraduate degree in
special needs education.
She earned a Master of
Education degree in
reading from the
University of Detroit and
a Master of Education
degree in learning dis-
abled education from
Wayne State University.

Laurene had a 35-year
career as a special educa-
tion administrator and
teacher at South Lake
High School, where she
used her schooling in her
passionate pursuit of
high-quality educational
and vocational opportu-
nities and advocacy for
all, regardless of special
needs. A staunch advo-
cate of the inclusion of
special education stu-
dents in traditional class-
room settings, Laurene
continued her pursuit of
this goal as an educa-
tional consultant after
she retired.

Together with her lov-

Laurene traveled the
world and cultivated new
experiences the past 25
years.

Laurene’s remains
were donated to the WSU
Medical School.

A memorial service will
be held at a later date.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions in Laurene’s honor
may be made to the WSU
College of Education to
help endow the new Dr.
Ernest and Laurene
Buechler Endowed
Scholarship for educa-
tion of future teachers in
perpetuity. Tribute gifts
in the name of Mrs.
Laurene Buechler may be
made online at giving.
wayne.edu/donate/edu
cation; or by mail, with
checks payable to Wayne
State University and “in
memory of Mrs. Laurene
Buechler” written on the
memo line, to Wayne
State University, PO. Box
674602, Detroit, MI
48267.

Lucille Robinson
Grenzke

Lucille “Lucy”
Robinson Grenzke of
Harbor Springs and
Grosse Pointe Shores
passed away Saturday,
Oct. 3, 2020, surrounded
by family. She was 101.

Lucille was born Aug.
27,1919, in Detroit, in the
midst of the influenza
pandemic, to Inez and
Fred Robinson.

She and George R.
Grenzke were married

they made their home in
Detroit. The couple
moved to Grosse Pointe
Shores in the mid-1950s
and became very involved
in the community and
their church.

A woman of great tal-
ent and many accom-
plishments, Lucille was
president of the Michigan
State Hospital Auxiliary
for which she traveled
throughout the state and
delivered speeches and
met with hospital auxilia-
ries in the upper and
lower peninsulas. As
president of the Grosse
Pointe Garden Club, she
shared her love of flowers
and gardening with the
Grosse Pointe commu-
nity and was recognized
as a “Pointer of Interest”
in the Grosse Pointe
News. Lucille was an
accomplished speaker,
seamstress, gardener and
artist. One of her many
paintings hangs in the
Fred Harms Fireside
Room at St. Paul
Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Grosse Pointe
Farms. A member of St.
Paul many years, she
served as president of
WELCA and the annual
rummage sale.

Lucille moved to
Harbor Springs in 2013,
and became “Lucy” to all
who knew her. She
embraced being an “Up
North Girl” and started a
new life at age 93. An
incredible woman with a
sparkle in her eye and a
quiet strength about her,
Lucy was always ready

Laurene W. Buechler

She is survived by her
children, Gary Grenzke
(Deb) of Loveland, Colo.,
Richard Grenzke (Bea) of
Grosse Pointe Farms and
Beverly Osetek (Jim) of
Harbor Springs; 13
grandchildren; eight
great-grandchildren;
brother, Jack Robinson;
and many nieces and
nephews. Lucy was pre-
deceased by her husband,
George; brother, Robert;
and parents, Inez and
Fred Robinson.

Her family said that
above all else, Lucy’s
greatest love was her
family; they will remem-
ber her always and
always with a smile. They
further said her depar-
ture from this world was
a reflection of her life —
peaceful and full of dig-
nity and grace.

Ann Joan Rabaut

Ann Joan Rabaut, 92,
passed away peacefully
Thursday, Oct. 8, 2020.

She was born Jan. 28,
1928, in Grosse Pointe, to
Joseph and Hazel
Leinweber.

Ann attended St. Paul
Catholic School in Grosse
Pointe Farms. A 1948
graduate of the University
of Michigan and Kappa
Delta sorority member,
she earned a degree in

ing husband and family,

May 22, 1941; together

for a new adventure.

dental

hygiene and

/

N

HAMPDEN MEADE MAXWELL,

“NICE MATTERS”

These are the words Hampden Meade
Maxwell lived by and how he would want
to be remembered by.

Meade was born May 9th, 1995, at Bon

Secours Hospital in Grosse Pointe, MI, to

Christy Swift Maxwell and the late Peter

T. Maxwell Sr. He passed away September

26th, 2020, with his mother by his side. He
was the youngest of three boys.

Although Meade’s life was short, he did
have an impact on all who had the privi-
lege of knowing him. Meade was an “old
soul” and was wise beyond his years. His
kindness, thoughtful ways, and genuine
compassion for his fellow human beings
was inspirational. He took pride in doing
the “right” thing and leading by example.
Like his father, he had the gift of being an
ambassador, an incredible listener, and a
problem solver. They also shared a pas-
sion for Detroit sports. Mostly the frustra-
tion of the Detroit Lions.

Meade began his lifelong friendships at the
Grosse Pointe Academy in early school
when he was three years old. He spent his
early, elementary, and middle school years
developing a solid foundation of fiiends,
academic excellence, and mentors he con-
sidered his extended family. Meade gradu-
ated from the Academy as a member of the
National Junior Honor Society and Class
President in 2008.

Grosse Pointe South was his high school
choice, where his social circle continued
to grow, and his academics excelled. Me-
ade played JV and Varsity Basketball and
was also a member of the JV and Varsity
lacrosse teams. His laugh became notori-
ously contagious, as well as his colorful
wardrobe, and his smile was one you
could never forget. He was a member of
the class of 2013.

After too many cold Michigan winters,
Meade was accepted to and chose the
College of Charleston in Charleston,
South Carolina. He wasn’t too sure how
welcomed a “Yankee” would be in the
south. But to his delight, he was wel-
comed with open arms. Meade became
a member of the Kappa Sigma Fraternity
and quite the connoisseur of fine southern
dining, where he honed his love of being a

1995 -2020

a “foodie.” He loved Charleston and its
history along with the architecture, charm,
vibrance, and people. He would often re-
mark how he found a new wonderful his-
torical park or a beautiful home, even an
arbor of jasmine that he couldn’t wait to
share with his friends and family. Meade
graduated with a degree in Business Ad-
ministration in 2018.

Meade then headed back to his hometown
of Grosse Pointe Farms, where he spent
time with his parents and charting out a
course for his future and all the success
he looked forward to having in life. He
always focused on the day-to-day but
looked forward to all of the “‘tomorrows.”

Harbor Springs, Michigan, played a vital
role in Meade’s life, where he made many
incredible loyal friends from all over the
country. He had spent every summer of
his life there and many winter weekends
sailing, skiing, and being with family and
friends. Meade started sailing at Little Tra-
verse Sailors at 8-years-old and never left.
When he “graduated” from sail school, he
became a sailing instructor. In 2015, it was
quite the honor for Meade to be promoted
to Director and Head Sailing Instructor of
the LTS program. He loved all of his stu-
dents and his staff. He took pride in teach-
ing and mentoring his students, reinforcing
their sailing skills, and sharing his love and re-
spect for the water as well for each other.

Meade also had an affinity for cars and
boats. Cruising the harbor to watch a beau-
tiful sunset or putting around the bay, he
felt at home on the water. When the waters
were too cold or rough, his attention would

turn to his cars. He loved to cruise Lake-

shore or the Germanic roads of northern

of northern Michigan, listening to songs
from the ‘60s and “70s.

Meade loved winter, too, when the boats
were “worked on.” He loved to ski, and
Nubs Nob was where he learned and re-
turned to every season. He was fortunate
to have the opportunity to ski in many
states, but since Nubs had the best honey
mustard, it was a foodie destination for him.

Meade had an incredible fashion sense.
He was the only one who could put to-
gether a turquoise blazer with purple
pants, a green tie, and a yellow shirt and
have it look like it belonged together. Not
to mention the colorful Nike’s that would
finish off the look. At 6°4,” he was a walk-
ing rainbow and would take such delight
at people’s reactions, mostly their smiles.

Meade was a natural-born leader who led
by example and encouraged others to be
their personal best at whatever they chose.
His attention to detail and passion for the
little things in life made him an amazing
gentleman. He was a renaissance man
who was generous and thoughtful. He was
a man’s man and a ladies’ man. He was
incredibly kind and knew what it meant to
be a friend. He was so much more than just
a bunch of words on a piece of paper.

God Speed,
sweet Meade.
Fair skies too.
1 hope they are all your
Jfavorite color, blue.

Meade is survived by his mother, Christy

Swift Maxwell, and his two older brothers

Peter T. Maxwell Jr, Gordon Swift Max-

well, many aunts, uncles, cousins, and so
many friends who loved him.

His father predeceased him, Peter T. Max-

well Sr, Grandparents Hampden M. Swift,

Margaret M. Swift, Phillip H. Maxwell,
and Harriet W. Maxwell.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a
donation to the
Little Traverse Sailors.
PO Box 583
Harbor Springs, MI 49740
Link:http://www.littletraversesailors.org/
product/donate/
Share a memory at: www.verheyden.org

A memorial service will be held in the late spring of 2021.

Lucille Grenzke Ann Joan Rabaut
Christopher P. Tennyson Steven Jay Parcells
worked full time as aden- particularly cherished his
tal hygienist while raising time in Muskoka, Ontario
her three daughters. and France.

Ann was an avid athlete
and bridge player. She
loved spending time with
family and friends at her
cottage in Lewiston on
West Twin Lake.

An original parishioner
at St. Peter Catholic
Church until its closure,
she transferred to the St.
Joan of Arc parish in St.
Clair Shores.

Ann was blessed with
wonderful daughters,
Elizabeth Gauthier
(Gerard), Jo Elliott
(Mark) and Mary McRae
(Tony). She was cher-
ished grandmother to
Kathleen, Joseph (Claire),
Peter (Lauren), Matthew
(Elisa), Elizabeth, Sara
and Annie; and loving
great-grandmother to
Victoria and Henry. Ann
was dear sister to her late
brothers, Capt. Thomas
Leinweber (the late Iris)
and Roy Leinweber
(Beverly).

A memorial Celebration
of Life Mass will take
place at 10 a.m. Saturday,
Jan. 30, 2021, at St. Joan
of Arc Catholic Church,
22412 Overlake, St. Clair
Shores.

Ann will be laid to rest
at Mt. Olivet Cemetery in
Detroit.

Memorial contribu-
tions in Ann’s honor may
be made to the Capuchin
Soup Kitchen, cskdetroit.
org.

Christopher
Patrick Tennyson

Grosse Pointe Farms
resident Christopher
“Kit” Patrick Tennyson,
73, died Thursday, Oct.
15, 2020, after a brief ill-
ness. He was born Aug.
29, 1947, to Patsy and
Harry Tennyson.

A 1965 graduate of
Grosse Pointe High
School, Kit studied eco-
nomics at Oakland
University. Upon gradua-
tion from OU in 1969, he
began his career at
Tennyson Chevrolet,
where he succeeded his
father as president in
1983. Kit’s distinguished
career in the automotive
business spanned nearly
50 years, until he retired
in 2017. During this time,
Kit was a respected
leader in the Livonia busi-
ness community, where
he served on numerous
charitable boards and
spearheaded local eco-
nomic initiatives.

In Kit’s brief retirement
years, he continued his
passions — sailing on
Lake St. Clair, bowling at
the Detroit Athletic Club,
jazz music education and
leadership in many civic
organizations, including
the Detroit Rotary Club.
He also loved travel and

An active member of
Christ Church Grosse
Pointe to the end, Kit
twice served on the
Vestry, including as
senior warden.

A devoted husband and
father, his greatest love
remained his family.

He is survived by his
wife, Emily Barrett
Tennyson; daughters,
Sara Orr (Topher), Chloe
Houston (Peter) and
Cecily Tennyson; and
grandson, Barrett Orr.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions in Kit’s memory
may be made to Christ
Church Grosse Pointe,
christchurchgp.org; or
Oakland University, oak
land.edu.

Steven Jay
Parcells

Former Grosse Pointe
Park resident Steven Jay
Parcells, of
Shepherdstown, W. Va.,
died Tuesday, Oct. 13,
2020. Born Nov. 13, 1950,
in Detroit, he was 69.

Steven attended the
Phillips Academy in
Andover, Mass. He
earned a Bachelor of
Science degree from the
University of
Pennsylvania and a
Master of Science degree
from the University of
Michigan.

Steven was a science
teacher at Churchill High
School in the
Montgomery County
(Md.) School District. He
worked many years with
various conservation and
wildlife organizations.
He also served as presi-
dent of the Huron City
Company in Huron City.

An extensive world-
wide traveler, Steven was
interested in conserva-
tion issues and enjoyed
birdwatching, kayaking
and hiking.

Steven is survived by
his children, Bertrand
(Alexis) and Nathaniel,
grandchildren,
Genevieve and Rosalie;
and siblings, Gretchen
Madison (Norbert),
Jeffrey (Christine) and
Matthew (Cynthia). He
was predeceased by his
parents, Frank Hubbard
Parcells and Jacqueline
Rohn Parcells; step-
mother, Anne Leete
Parcells; and sister,
Deborah.

A private family service
will be held in Huron
City. Interment will take
place at the Huron City
Cemetery.

Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to The
Nature Conservancy,
support.nature.org.

See OBITS, page 11B
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Kent Joseph Muer

Kent Muer, 44, passed
away Friday, Sept. 25,
2020. The youngest of
seven children, he was
born Sept. 7, 1976, in St.
Clair, to Chuck and Betty
Muer.

Kent traveled to Aspen
from a young age and
discovered his love for
the mountains. An avid
skier and fly fisherman
as an adult, he lived in
many mountain towns.
He had an appreciation
for good food and a witty
sense of humor.

Kent’s family noted
that he was taken from
them too soon due to a
devastating and ongoing
struggle with addiction.
They said friends and
family will always
remember Kent’s endless
determination to live life
to the fullest, his free
spirit and giving nature.
Kent was charming, char-
ismatic and the life of the
party, they said.

Kent is survived by his
siblings, Mari Frankel,
Karen Rudzinski
(Joseph), Susan Muer,
Julie Muer and Matthew
Muer. He will be remem-
bered dearly by his lov-

Kent Joseph Muer

ing nieces and nephews.
Kent was predeceased by
his parents, Chuck and
Betty Muer, and older
brother, Chuck Muer Jr.

A service in Kent’s
memory will be held at 4
p-m. Sunday, Oct. 25, at
the Aspen Chapel in
Aspen, Colo.

Donations in Kent’s
memory may be made to
A Way Out, P.O. Box
10825, Aspen, CO 81612;
or awayout.org.

Melissa B.
Maghielse

Longtime Grosse
Pointe resident Melissa
B. Maghielse, 83, passed
away Wednesday, Oct.
14, 2020, at home sur-
rounded by family.

Born April 6, 1937, in
Illinois, she was the

Melissa B. Maghielse

daughter of Helen and
Paul Benbow, both now
deceased.

Melissa earned a bach-
elor’s degree from the
University of Michigan
and a master’s degree
from Wayne State
University. She also
attended Denison
University in Granville,
Ohio.

She was active in the
community throughout
her 60 years in Grosse
Pointe. Melissa served on
the Grosse Pointe Board
of Education. She also
was a teacher and direc-
tor of the Christ Church
Grosse Pointe
Cooperative Nursery
School and the
Neighborhood Club
nursery school. A volun-
teer at the Cottage
Hospital gift shop, she
also ran the kitchen tour

Free Bikes 4 Kidz another sucecess

For the third straight
year, more bicycles have
been donated at Henry
Ford Medical Center—
Cottage than at any

several years. In addi-
tion, Melissa was an
active member of Grosse
Pointe Memorial Church,
twice served as president
of the local chapter of
Delta Gamma sorority
and was on the board of
her condominium asso-
ciation.

She grew up playing
with her cousins and
remained in contact with
them throughout her life;
she and her cousins gath-

North on the porch at the
lake.

Melissa was prede-
ceased by her husband,
George T. Maghielse; and
son, Paul D. Maghielse
(Susan). She is survived
by her sister, Carolyn
Benbow-Ross (the late
Ken); children, George
D. Maghielse (Robin),
Gretchen Maghielse-
Brown (James) and
MegCarolyn M. Remesz
(Robert); grandchildren,

Brown and Kevin Remesz
(Michelle); and great-
grandchildren, Audrey,
Paul, Nicholas, Katie,
Samantha and Alex.

A memorial service to
celebrate Melissa’s life
will be held next year.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to the
Heart to Heart Hospice,
30600 Telegraph Rd.,
Suite 1131, Bingham
Farms, MI 48025; or
toward a scholarship in
Melissa’s name to the
Delta Gamma
Foundation, 3250
Riverside Dr., Columbus,
OH 43221; or dgfounda
tion@deltagamma.org.

IPayers,
g
Jor Goltd

ered and cared for each Nicholas Maghielse
other with laughter and (Veronica), Luc
love every yearin Florida. Maghielse, Zachary
Melissa enjoyed spend- Brown, Tori Brown,
ing time with her grand- Bobby Maghielse, Trent
children, especially Up Maghielse, Joshua
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Dr. William J. Rice

Dr. William J. Rice, 91,
passed away in his Grosse
Pointe Shores home Mon-
day, October 12th . Born
in 1929, he was the son
of Thomas and Christina
Rice of Detroit. Bill grad-
uated from River Rouge
High School, Michigan
State University (where
he was a member of
Lambda Chi Alpha), and
the Wayne State Univer-

other collection site for
the charity Free Bikes 4
Kidz Detroit.

The Oct. 3 event saw
87 bikes dropped off at
Cottage — double the
amount collected at
Henry Ford Medical
Center locations in
Royal Oak, Troy and
Dearborn. That brings
Cottage’s three-year
donation tally up to

The Holley Institute with
its services for the Deaf
and Hard of Hearing and
was its vice president and
medical director.

An avid tennis player, ski-
er, runner, scuba diver, and
photographer, he is sur-
vived by Ginnie, his wife
of 58 years, sons Grantland
and Garrett, grandchildren
Taylor and Jackson, and

COURTESY PHOTO

Volunteers were on hand to take in the 87 bike dona-
tions at Henry Ford Medical Center—Cottage.

anurse, in San Francisco. Re-

nearly 500 bikes.
Between the four
Henry Ford donation
sites, 222 bikes were col-
lected during this year’s
event. Adding bikes that
were donated at area
Home Depots — first-
year participants in the
drive the event
rounded up more than
600 bikes in total.
“Despite a global pan-
demic, people took the
time to help, to give
away their possessions
and time so that kids

from across the region
will know the joy of hav-
ing a bike,” said Bob
Barnes, executive direc-
tor and co-founder of the
Detroit chapter of Free
Bikes 4 Kidz, which has
chapters around the U.S.

Now the focus turns to
volunteers, he said.
People of all abilities are
needed, from those who
know their way around
bikes enough to fix them
to someone willing to
clean and sort them.
Volunteers are needed

Grosse Pointe
UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH

An Official Welcoming Congregation

Join us online for
Sunday morning
worship
https://gpumc.info/
SundayWorship

Learn more about us by
visiting our Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/
GrossePointeUMC

Rev. Dr. Ray McGee

WWW.gpumec.org
313-886-2363

Masses

mbrose

‘Catholic Church

15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park,
Michigan 48230-1302

Saturday Vigil — 4:00 p.m.
Sunday — 10:

00 a.m.

(313) 822-2814 « stambrose@comcast.net
* stambrosechurch.net « facebook.com/stambroseparish

for a variety of jobs to
get the bikes repaired
and made safe in time
for a holiday giveaway.

The warehouse at 411
Piquette, in Midtown,
where the bikes are
worked on and prepared
to be given away in
December, has under-
gone major changes to
meet safety guidelines to
protect against COVID-
19.

To volunteer or learn
more, visit fb4kdetroit.
org/volunteer/.

CireCeé

Sharing God’s grace through Christ,
we love, pray, rejoice and serve.

All are welcome!
Worship Online
With Us!

Visit stpaulgp.org and
scroll to Quick Links
Select Our Youtube Channel
or Our Facebook Page

375 Lothrop at Chalfonte
Grosse Pointe Farms

313.881.6670 &%

The Rev. Justin Dittrich

sity College of Medicine.

Following an internship
at Queen’s Hospital in
Hawaii, he joined the U.S.
Air Force as a Flight Sur-
geon and was stationed
in the South Pacific. Af-
ter his military service,
he met his wife, Ginnie,

turning to Michigan for his
residency, he was Board
certified by the American
College of Surgeons and
went on to co-develop
Lakeshore ENT—one of
the largest ear, nose, and
throat practices in the
state. Upon his retire-
ment, Bill co-founded

An outdoor service will be held on the Trinity Terrace at the
Grosse Pointe Memorial Church on Tuesday, October 27th at 12 Noon.

Share a memory at ahpeters.com

more than two dozen niec-

flowers) can be made to

Boll Professional Building

es and nephews.
Donations (in lieu of
The Holley Institute,
(Suite 223),

22151 Moross Road,
Detroit, Michigan 48236.

Christ the King
Lutheran Church
and Preschool

Mack at Lochmoor ¢ 884-5090
www.christthekinggp.org
SUNDAY
8:15 & 10:45 a.m. - Worship Service
9:30 a.m. - Bible Study
10:45 a.m. - Sunday School
MONDAY
7 p-m. - Worship Service
2nd & 4th Monday of the Month
WEDNESDAY
10 a.m. - Bible Study
Randy S. Boelter, Pastor
Making New Disciples-

Building Stronger Ones

First ENcLISH EVANGELICAL
il LUTHERAN CHURCH
"800 Vernier Road (Corner of Wedgewood)
(818) 884-5040
9:30 am - Drive-In service on Sunday
11:00 am - Inside service on Sunday
Service on youtube at FEELG-GPW and on our
facebook page First English Lutheran Church.

Rev. Sean Motley, Senior Pastor

£ ~ “Go Make Disciples” ~
(5‘- www.feelc.org

Grosse Pointe
Congregational
f Church

s, (United Church of Christ)
. www.gpcong.org

28l
Sunday 10AM services are on
Zoom Meeting online and phone

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4105997963
415-762-9988, then enter 4105997963

AND with a Drive-in service in
the parking lot

2201
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Oct. 25 and Sunday, Nov.
8. While some perfor-
mances are private, two
of the shows can accom-
modate larger public
audiences: at 2:15 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 25, on the
front lawn of Christ
Church Grosse Pointe,
and at 2 p.m. Sunday,
Nov. 8, in The Village on
the corner of Kercheval
and St. Clair. Guests
should arrive at least 15
minutes before start time
and should bring a lawn
chair. Face masks and
social distancing are
required.

“We’re juggling all our

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Doug Clark, foreground, and other singers perform, “Sit Down, You’re Rockin’

the Boat.”

schedules,” Ellis said.
“There were four dates
where everyone could be
together, so we sched-
uled so many perfor-
mances on each day, with

PHOTO COURTESY OF PATRICIA A. ELLIS

Accompanist Dennis Penney plays at one of the few
outdoor rehearsals for Singin’ in the Streets.

time for travel in
between.”

While performances
are free to attend, there is
a host fee for scheduling
a show. With no revenue
coming to the theater
since March, donations
are greatly appreciated.

“As a co-producer, one
of the main goals for me
was to raise some funds
from Singin’ in the
Streets to keep our orga-
nization afloat while we
have no revenue,” Kaiser
said. “Grosse Pointe
Theatre still has financial
obligations like tele-
phone, lights and now
heat. Patricia and I devel-
oped a process that
includes philanthropic
commitments from our
event hosts and opportu-

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Christine Campbell-Cormier and Stephanie Butler sing, “Who Will Love Me as

IAm?”

We would love to see what you have been up to!

nities for our audience
members to make a
donation on our website,
through Facebook or in
person at the concerts.

“At our first show, at
my house, we passed the
hat,” she added. “A week
later, I was outside and
my neighbor (approached
me and) said he couldn’t
come to the show, but he
could hear it and he gave
me a substantial dona-
tion. It’s cool to know
others in the neighbor-
hood could hear it.”

Ellis said she hopes
Singin’ in the Streets
continues until GPT is
able to step onstage for
live shows again.

“I’'m not sure how that
will work out,” she said.
“This is a huge commit-
ment, but also a great
outlet. We’re exploring
options.

“Everybody is cre-
atively thinking about
ways to reach our patrons
and the community and
provide the wonderful
entertainment we’re
known for,” she added.
“The reaction has been
heartwarming. That
alone has made it worth
everything.”

Heartwarming per-
fectly describes the
group’s September per-
formance at Sunrise, dur-
ing which they repeated

Your photos could be featured in the 2021 Blue Book. Photos can

include you, your family, friends, pets, and/or sites around Grosse

Pointe. Email them to elaine@towar.com or direct message
them to our Instagram or Facebook page @thelittlebluebook 1948

the program on each side
of the building so all resi-
dents had a chance to see
and hear them.

“This was our gift to
the residents and staff at
Sunrise,” Ellis said. “It
was wonderful to see the
residents’ reaction and
just as rewarding to see
the joy our performers
felt knowing they were
brightening up some-
one’s day.”

Added Kaiser, “Our
singers were looking up
at the windows and had
tears forming in their
eyes. The residents
waved and clapped. I
thought, “We really per-
formed a service here.’ It
was very moving.”

Making those connec-
tions is one goal, raising

funds for Grosse Pointe
Theatre another, the co-
producers said, but the
shows also have signifi-
cance among those born
for the stage.

“This gives us purpose,
to be able, after so many
months of not being able,
to perform,” Ellis said.
“This is something we
can do to use our talents
and be part of the solu-
tion and everybody can
have a gift from Grosse
Pointe Theatre.”

Donations may be
made at gpt.org or
through the Grosse
Pointe Theatre Facebook
page, or mailed to 315
Fisher, City of Grosse
Pointe, MI 48230. All
donations are tax-
deductible.

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

The national anthem, directed by Ellen Skinner
Bowen during a performance at Neff Park.

PHOTO COURTESY OF PATRICIA A. ELLIS

Ellen Skinner Bowen, the music/vocal director for
Grosse Pointe Theatre’s Singin’ in the Streets, con-
ducts the singers at one of only a few outdoor re-

hearsals.
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UNIVERSITY LIGGETT SCHOOL

Knights crowned Kings in D4

By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

The University Liggett
School boys tennis team
claimed its third state
title in the past five years
last weekend, blitzing the
No. 4 seed Hudsonville
Unity Christian 8-0 in the
championship match.

“The kids played out of
their minds this week-
end,” head coach Mark
Sobieralski said. “They
were vocal when it came
to cheering on their
teammates, which was
great to see.

“The passion they
showed was great to see,
and now the hard work
throughout the season
paid off with a state title.
The boys earned it.”

With the four wins this
weekend, Sobieralski
stands at 599. No. 600
will come this spring
with his Grosse Pointe
South girls tennis team.

In the finals, the
Knights cruised to

Tennis

PHOTO COURTESY OF REBECCA WALL

The 2020 boys tennis team Division 4 state championship team.

straight set wins in four
of the eight flights.
Senior William
Cooksey won 6-0, 6-1 at
No. 1 singles, freshman
Sebastien Courtright
won 6-1, 4-6, 6-2 at No. 2

singles.

Sophomore George
Anusbigian was a 6-3, 6-2
winner at No. 3 singles,
while sophomore Gerry
Sherer won 6-1, 6-1 at
No. 4 singles.

Senior Vince Maribao
and junior Jacob
Tomlinson won 5-7, 7-5,
6-1 at No. 1 doubles, and
at No. 2 doubles it was
senior Tarun Jarial and
freshman Tommy Ugval

winning a tough one, 7-6,
7-5.

At No. 3 doubles, junior
Bennett French and
sophomore Campbell
Marchal won 7-5, 6-3,
and at No. 4 doubles it

was junior Rocco
Scarfone and senior Alec
Leonard winning 6-1, 6-1.

Junior Brendan
Connors was Scarfone’s
doubles partner during
day one of the tourna-
ment.

“Brendan was the ulti-
mate teammate this
weekend,” Sobieralski
said. “He played well
when we was in the
lineup, and cheered on
his teammates on the
final day.”

In the semifinals, the
No. 3 seed Knights beat
No. 2 seed and defending
state champ Kalamazoo
Hackett Catholic Prep
6-2, while Hudsonville
Unity upset No. 1 seed
Traverse City St. Francis
5-3.

ULS crushed
Chesaning 8-0 in the first
round, and defeated
Grand Rapids Cathoic
Central 6-2 in the quar-
terfinals.

ULS finished its season
14-6-2 overall.

NORTH & SOUTH

Blue Devils, Norsemen fall in finals

By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

Grosse Pointe South
and Grosse Pointe North
boys tennis teams ended
their bids for a state title
in the first round of their
respective matches last
week.

Playing dual matches
instead of competing
against the field, the Blue
Devils lost 5-3 to Novi in
a Division 1 bracket
played at Novi High
School, while the
Norsemen lost 8-0 to
Birmingham Groves in a
Division 2 bracket at the

Greater Midland Tennis
Center.

No. 1 seed Okemos
won the Division 1 state
championship.

For head coach John
Willard and his Blue
Devils, they return their
top four singles players,
Connor Stafford, Corbin

Ifkovits, Luke Holowinski
and Owen Sanford, plus
doubles players Alex
Prather, Blake Discher
and Adam Chugh.
Willard loses Jacob
Harris, Jackson Marchal,
Will White, Will Sine,
Matt Kornmeier, Joe
Brennan and Cam Buhler

to graduation.

As for Norsemen head
coach John Van Alst,
returners are singles
players Simon Stallings,
Alex Mouwad, Sahith
Nannapaneni and James
Moussiaux, plus doubles
players Mitchell Mills,
Kaiden DePascale,

Simeon Nelson, Connor
Tubbs, Ethan Michalski,
Ethan Molitor and John
Mueller.

The lone graduating
senior is Ben Zoia.

No. 1 seed Grand
Rapids Forest Hills
Northern won the
Division 2 state title.

TROY

Fencing

Medalist

They wore face masks
under their fencing
masks. No one shook
hands after their bouts.
They were temperature
scanned at the door and
given squirts of hand
sanitizer without a
choice. They sat on plas-
tic chairs distanced from
their teammates and
competitors.

Yet they were so happy
to see friends from other
clubs and to be at a com-
petition again. Parents
sat on chairs outside on
the grass. They weren’t
allowed in due to limited
capacity. They watched
via live video camera
feed without complain-
ing. Volunteers walked
one parent per fencer
back to the viewing area
to watch elimination

matches, and at the end
of each match the par-
ents left quickly to allow
the next parent to enter.

Renaissance Fencing
Clubs youth fencers
were finally allowed to
compete.

Last season it had been
eagerly awaiting the
youth North American
cup at home in Cobo Hall
which was scheduled for
March and cancelled just
a week before the start
date.

Renaissance Fencing
club won 33 medals last
weekend, but more
importantly hosted the
first regional youth com-
petition in the United
States since the pan-
demic began.

Grosse Pointer Jeidus
Deseranno, ranked first

PHOTO COURTESY OF ANN MARSH-SENIC

Fencers from the Renaissance Fencing Club gather
during the latest competition.

in the United States, won
double gold in y14 and
y12 Men’s Foil.

Elite coach Svitlana
Shevchenko teaches the
top students daily and

has also introduced the
sport to more than 25
new students in the last

three months.
— By Ann Marsh-Senic
Special Writer

Golf

NORTH & SOUTH

Stahl gets 93;
South 12th

By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

The girls golf season
came to an end last
weekend with Grosse
Pointe North’s Evelyn
Stahl and Grosse Pointe
South’s team competing
in state final tourna-
ments in East Lansing.

Stahl, a junior, fin-
ished 35th with a 93 on
the Forest Akers West
course in the Division 2
finals. Stahl made it as
an individual qualifier.

Next fall, watch for
Stahl to make a run at a
top 10 finish an All-State
honors.

South Lyon edged
Grand Rapids Forest

Hills Northern by three

strokes, 335-338, to
claim the team title.
South was in the

Division 1 tournament at
Forest Akers East
course, and placed 12th
with a 374.

Northville claimed the
title with a 313.

For the Blue Devils,
Audrey Becker led the
team with an 83, fol-
lowed by Alston Smith
with 95, Ellie Richter
with 95, Jennifer
Crowley with 101 and
Gia Cavaliere with 103.

Becker, Smith, Richter
and Crowley are seniors,
while Cavaliere is the
lone underclassmen, a
sophomore.

ROY O’BRIEN

TED RONEY IV
586-601-1381

TEDRONEY@ROYOBRIEN.COM
GROSSE POINTE FARMS RESIDENT

SUZANNE CLEM
-1401

SCLEM@ROYOBRIEN.COM
LIFETIME GROSSE POINTE RESIDENT

586-601

CONVENIENT INDOOR PICK UP * NEW AND USED * HOME OR BUSINESS DELIVERY ;
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GROSSE POINTE NORTH

Norsemen blank Woods-Tower

By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

It’s been a long road
back, but the Grosse
Pointe North football
team is taking strides
toward that goal.

Last weekend, the host
Norsemen won their sec-
ond straight league
game, beating Warren
Woods-Tower 17-0.

“We wanted to control
the clock and keep it
away from Tower, which
has some explosive
offensive players,” head
coach Joe Drouin said.
“The line did a great job

on both sides of the ball,
and we were able to exe-
cute the game plan.

“This is a big win for us
as a program. I'm proud
of the players and
coaches. They had a
great week of practice
and a great game.

This is nice for us to get
back to where we want to
be.”

Neither team scored in
the opening quarter, but
Mike Zontini kicked a
33-yard field goal in the
first minute of the second
quarter to make it a 3-0
game.

Sophomore Drew Hill

Football

recovered a Tower fum-
ble, and the Norsemen
used a 12-play drive that
was capped off by the
field goal, which would
have been good from 50
yards off the foot of
Zontini.

On Tower’s next pos-
session, junior Darian
Stevens picked off a pass,
and once again the
Norsemen turned it into
points as senior Ethan
LaCroix scored on a
1-yard run.

Zontini added the extra
point, and the home team
had a 10-0 lead with 7:35
left before the half.

Senior Colin Duffy
intercepted a pass late in
the first half, but the
Norsemen couldn’t gen-
erate any points.

In the third quarter, the
Norsemen once again
used a time-consuming
drive to put a touchdown
on the board when senior
quarterback Joe Plieth
tossed a screen pass to
LaCroix, who turned up
field and 20 yards later
ran into the end zone for
the touchdown. Zontini
kicked the PAT, making it
17-0.

Duffy intercepted
another pass in the fourth

quarter, and the
Norsemen offense ran
out the clock to preserve
the victory.

Senior Kennard
Williams led the offense
with 120 yards rushing
on 25 carries, while
LaCroix had 39 yards
rushing on 14 carries
with one touchdown.

Williams also had three
receptions for only 6
yards, while LaCroix had
one reception for 20
yards and one score.
Zontini also caught one
ball for 8 yards.

Plieth completed six
passes for 34 yards with

one touchdown and zero

picks.
Defensively, the
Norsemen bottled up the

Titans’s explosive play-
makers with good line
play and an attacking
style of play from the
linebackers.

Grosse Pointe North
finished its Macomb Area
Conference Gold
Division with a 3-2 mark,
and now hosts rival
Grosse Pointe South at 7
p.m. Friday, Oct. 23.

The last two North/
South games have been
lopsided scores in favor
of the Blue Devils.

UNIVERSITY LIGGETT SCHOOL

ULS
falters

By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

The host University
Liggett School football
team turned the ball over
seven times in a 55-34
loss to Carson City-
Crystal last weekend.

Despite the turnovers,

the Knights trailed only
by a touchdown late in
the third quarter.

Head coach Tarif
Kumasi had his junior
quarterback Carson
Roose throwing it all over
the field. Roose was 34 of
59 for 526 yards with four
touchdowns and five
interceptions.

Roose threw TD passes
of 15, 22 and 29 yards to
sophomore Ryan Jones,
plus a 5-yarder to senior
Malik Pierce.

Jones caught a career-
high and school-record

18 passes for 234 yards
with four scores and a
two-point conversion. He
caught his final touch-
down late in the fourth
quarter, an 18-yard toss
from freshman quarter-
back Zach Hill. His
brother Jack Jones had
three catches for 78
yards.

Pierce had eight recep-
tions for 113 yards, while
sophomore Oliver
Service had five recep-
tions for 60 yards.

The Knights’ junior
William Edwards had

five catches for 41 yards
and rushed the ball five
times for 29 yards.

Carson City benefitted
from the turnovers,
returning two intercep-
tions for touchdowns and
having short fields to
work with nearly the
entire game.

ULS is 1-4 overall with
one regular season game
left at 7 p.m. Friday, Oct.
23, against New Haven.

The Knights will play
their first state playoff
game the weekend of
Oct. 30.

Cross country

UNIVERSITY LIGGETT SCHOOL

ULS girls get second

By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

The University Liggett
School girls cross-coun-
try team placed second
to Clarkston Everest
Collegiate in last week-
end’s Catholic League
Intersectional 1 & 2
championship at
Goodells Country Park.

The Knights finished
with 55 points, only 11
away from the champs.

Head coach Joe

Smith’s squad as led by
sophomore Penelope
Griffioen, who was
fourth with a time of
20:57.8.

Senior Sophia Ma,
freshman Kelsey Beckett
and senior Ariana
Herman finished 14th,
15th and 16th with times
of 21:28.5, 21:30.4 and
21:48.6.

Griffioen, Ma and
Beckett each made the
All-Catholic League
team.

Junior Grace Govier-
LaParl was 18th with a
time of 22:08.9.

The boys squad placed
seventh with 163 points.

For the Knights,
juniors Evan Provenzano
and Jacob Whitton fin-
ished 17th and 18th with
times of 18:36.3 and
18:36.5, while junior
Garrett Flynn was 33rd
at 20:11.2.

Junior Taveon Colston
was 39th with a time of
20:53.7, and freshman
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CITY OF HARPER WOODS
CITY CLERK’S OFFICE
WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN
OFFICIAL ELECTION NOTICE

TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE CITY OF HARPER WOODS, COUNTY OF
WAYNE, STATE OF MICHIGAN. Notice is hereby given that a General Election will be held
in the City of Harper Woods in the County of Wayne, State of Michigan on November 3, 2020
for the purpose of nominating candidates for the following offices:

PARTISAN: President and Vice President (1) United States Senator (1), Representative in
Congress 14th District (1), Representative in State Legislature Ist District (1),State Board
of Education (2), Regent of the University of Michigan (2), Trustee of Michigan State (2),
Governor of Wayne State (2), Prosecuting Attorney (1), Sheriff (1), County Clerk (1), County
Treasurer (1), Register of Deeds (1), County Commissioner 1st District (1), NON- PARTISAN:
Justice of Supreme Court (2), Judge of Court of Appeals 1st District, Judge of the Circuit Court
3rd Circuit Incumbent (15), Judge of the Circuit Court 3rd Circuit Incumbent Non-incumbent
(2), Judge of the Circuit Court 3rd Circuit Incumbent Partial Term (1), Judge of Probate Court
Incumbent (3), Judge of District Court 32A district incumbent (1) Local School Board Member
Harper Woods School District (3), Local School Board Member Grosse Pointe Public School
System (4), Local School Board Member Grosse Pointe Public School System Partial Term
PROPOSALS: State Proposal 20-1 an amendment to allow money from oil and gas

PRECINCT NO.

please call (313) 343-2510

Published: October 22, 2022

CITY OF HARPER WOODS
LESLIE M. FRANK, CITY CLERK

mining on state owned lands to improve, maintain and purchase land for State parks, and
fund administration, State Proposal 20-2 an amendment to require a search warrant to access
electronic data or communications, and Intermediate School District Regional Enhancement
Millage Renewal Proposal is a renewal request to voters to continue a current 2 mill property
tax, first passed in 2016, that will generate revenue for all 33 Wayne County public school
districts as well as public school academies in Wayne County.

The Election will be conducted at the following places:

LOCATION
Beacon School
Beacon School
City Hall
Tyrone School
Poupard School
Poupard School

All polling locations are fully accessible and have alternative voting instructions.

Interested and qualified persons may make application to vote an absentee ballot at the City
Clerk’s Office, Monday, through Thursday between the hours of 9:00 A.M. and 5:00 PM.
Absentee Ballot Applications can also be obtained on line at www.harperwoodscity.org or
www.michigan.gov/vote. Voters may obtain a Sample Ballot showing the candidates to be
elected in the City Clerk’s Office during regular business hours. For additional information -

ADDRESS

19475 Beaconsfield
19475 Beaconsfield
19617 Harper
19525 Tyrone
20655 Lennon
20655 Lennon

place

Jake Juip was 57th with
a time of 30:55.2.

The Knights competed
in a Division 3 pre-regiio-
nal meet Wednesday,
Oct. 21. against Clawson,
Detroit Central, Detroit
College Prep, Detroit
Edison, Detroit Jalen

Rose Leadership
Academy, Detroit
Pershing, Madison

Heights Bishop Foley,
Redford Westfield Prep,
Rochester Hills Lutheran
Northwest, Royal Oak
Shrine, Southfield
Bradford Academy and
Warren Michigan
Collegiate.

The Knights have to be
in the top couple of spots
in order to advance to
the regional round,
which takes place the
weekend of Oct. 30.

The girls are favored to
make the regional round,
but the boys have work
to do.

The state final meet is
set for Saturday, Nov. 7,
at Michigan International
Speedway.

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

University Liggett School sophomore Ryan Jones
had a school-record 18 catches.

Blue Devils
fall to Titans

By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

The Grosse Pointe
South football team
made a valiant comeback
against host Sterling
Heights Stevenson last
weekend, scoring 21
straight points to tie it
35-35 late in the fourth
quarter.

It was 28-14 at the half
with Egan Sullivan run-
ning 50 yards for the first
Blue Devils touchdown,
and Will Johnson run-
ning 4 yards for the sec-
ond score. Cam
Braithwaite and Bennett
Smihal kicked the first
extra points.

Things looked bleak
with the Blue Devils trail-
ing 35-14 in the second
half, but have no fear,
they made yet another
comeback. They scored
three straight touch-
downs to tie it at 35.

Sullivan scoreed on a 2
yard run and Smihal’s
PAT made it 35-21.

[{1 L ea f”
yourself
time for other
things...

Time to prepare the yard for winter and
prep for next year. No time? No problem!
The Classifieds have help at the ready, right
from your neighborhood. Check it out...

www.grossepointenews.com/classified

To place your ad now, go online or call 313-882-6900 x1

Johnson had his second
TD, running in from 1
yard out in the fourth
quarter.

Smihal’s extra point
made it 35-28, and he ran
in another score from 4
yards out with 5:09 left to
make it 35-34.

Smihal’s PAT created
the tie.

The Titans were able to
score the go-ahead
touchdown in the final
couple of minutes to pull
out a 42-35 outcome.

South fell to 3-2 in its
in the MAC Red.

Senior running back
Egan Sullivan ran for 148
yards on 22 carries with
two touchdowns, while
junior Will Johnson had
58 yards on the ground
on only 11 carries, and
he scored three touch-
downs.

Next for the Blue
Devils is their third
straight road game at 7
p.m. Friday, Oct. 23,
against rival Grosse
Pointe North.

Swimming

G.P. SOUTH

Winners

The Grosse Pointe
South girls swimming
and diving team won its
second straight Macomb
Area Conference Red
Division meet, beating
Eisenhower 116-70.

Winning events were
the 200-yard medley
relay team, the 100-yard
butterfly, the 500-yard
freestyle, the 200-yard
freestyle relay, the 100-
yard backstroke and the
100-yard breaststroke.
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soccer

GROSSE POINTE NORTH

Norsemen
advance

By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

Grosse Pointe North
boys soccer team won its
Division 1 district first-
round playoff game last
week, beating visiting
Detroit Cass Tech 4-0.

The Norsemen scored
two goals in each half.

After controlling play
in the first half, the
Norsemen watched the
Technicians increase the
level of their play and
make a game of it.

Senior goalkeeper
Liam McEnroe came up
with a couple of timely
saves to keep the

Norsemen ahead.
Junior James
Streberger opened the
scoring with a goal at the
mid-way mark of the first
half, and nearly nine
minutes later junior
Thomas Sheffield tallied
to make it 2-0.
Streberger scored on a
penalty kick mid-way
through the second half
to give the Norsemen
some breathing room.
Senior Nick Miller
scored at the 8:20 mark
to provide the final goal.
McEnroe posted the
shutout in net.
Earlier in the week,
North earned a share of

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

North’s soccer team is in the district semifinals after

booting Cass Tech.

the Macomb Area
Conference White
Division with a 4-0 win
over host LAnse Creuse
North.

Head coach Bran
VandeVorde and his
Norsemen did their part,
and they shared the title

when Warren Cousino
tied Romeo 0-0. Both
North and Cousino fin-
ished 7-1-2 in the White
Division.

With the district vic-
tory, the Norsemen
improved to 9-3-3 over-
all.

SOUTH & LIGGETT

Teams prep for districts

By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

It took a little while to
get the engine going, but
once it turned over the
Grosse Pointe South
boys soccer team took
off and beat visiting
Dearborn Fordson 4-0 in
a Division 1 district first-
round game last week-
end.

Each team hit a goal
post in a scoreless first
half, but senior Max
Simonson got the home
team on the board with a
goal nearly midway
through the second half.

A few minutes later,
sophomore Lucas Frye
tallied to make it 2-0, and
adding some breathing
room were junior
Nicholas Litsas and

senior Rene Robert (pen-
alty kick) who scored
later in the four-goal sec-
ond half.

Senior Bennett Smihal
posted the shutout in
goal, helping the Blue
Devils earn a district
semifinal game with U-D
Jesuit at Hamtramck.

Earlier in the week,
South ended its Macomb
Area Conference White
Division slate with a 3-1
road victory over Utica
to finish 4-5-1.

South, under head
coach Francesco Cilano,
is above the .500 mark
for the season at 6-5-1.

Liggett results
The University Liggett
School boys soccer team
is no longer unbeaten
after losing 4-2 to Royal

Oak Shrine in the
Catholic League C-D
Division championship
game.

The Knights couldn’t
catch up with Shrine
after taking a 1-0 lead on
a goal by freshman
Claudio Cavallo. It was
set up by a nice pass
from junior Doug Wood.

It was a 1-0 game at
the half, and the Knights
made it 2-0 on another
Cavallo goal.

“Unfortunately, that
seemed to wake them
up, and they scored four
unanswered,” head
coach David Dwaihy
said. “We kind of ran out
of gas, but our boys
never gave up and Alex
George made some great
saves to keep the game
close (they didn’t score

their fourth until the last
part of the game).

It was a great showing
from our boys given the
circumstances, and we
will hopefully get
another shot at Shrine
with our full group in the
regional semi (assuming
we both win our district).
The seniors in quaran-
tine are eager to get back
to it, and if all goes to
plan, we will have them
back in time for the state
tournament.”

ULS ended its regular
season with a 2-2 tie with
Auburn Hills Oakland
Christian.

The Knights head into
the state district playoffs
with a 10-1-1 overall
record.

Next is a title game
Saturday, Oct. 24.

Field hockey

LIGGETT & SOUTH

Playott
prepared

By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

During the two-week
period University Liggett
School had COVID-19
exposure problems, doz-
ens of student-athletes
had to miss games.

Every team at the
school was affected,
including the girls field
hockey team which lost
some of its top scorers.

During their absence
the Knights struggled to
score goals. They were
shutout three straight
games, including 3-0 to
visiting Detroit Country
Day early last week.

The offense got things
rolling in their regular
season finale when they
beat visiting Ann Arbor
Greenhills 5-0.

Sophomore Brooke
Summers had two goals,
while junior Eliese Kogel,
sophomore Izzy
Fruehauf and freshman
Allie Roth had a goal
apiece.

South results

Grosse Pointe South is
rolling as the state play-
offs approach.

Early last week, the
host Blue Devils beat
Bloomfield Hills
Academy of the Sacred
Heart 5-0.

It was a 1-0 game at the
half as senior Kate
Skupien had the lone
goal for the home team.

The Blue Devils
stretched the lead to 4-0
with a three-goal third
quarter.

Skupien scored at the
12:25 mark, followed by
senior Veronica Van
Rossen at the 7:46 mark
and senior Emma Riley
at the 0:53 mark.

Junior Mia Craparotta
tallied in the fourth quar-
ter to complete the scor-
ing.

Head coach Jessie
Rouleau and her Blue
Devils finished the regu-
lar season with a loss to
Dexter and end the regu-
lar season 10-1-1.

MOTIONS PASSED

at 9:03 p.m.
RESOLUTION PASSED

election.

Valerie Kindle, Mayor

CITY OF HARPER WOODS
WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN

SYNOPSIS:
SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING
SEPTEMBER 14, 2020

The regular City Council meeting was called to order by
Mayor Valerie Kindle at 7:00 P.M.
ROLL CALL: All Councilpersons were present.

1) That the agenda of the Special City Council meeting
having been acted upon, the meeting is hereby adjourned
1) to appoint Ivery Toussant, Jr. to fill the vacancy on the

City Council until the next regularly scheduled City

PUBLISHED GPN: October 22, 2020

Leslie M. Frank,
City Clerk

Volleyhall

GROSSE POINTE SOUTH

Blue Devils get win

By Bob St. John
Sports Editor

The Grosse Pointe
South volleyball team
made quick work of vis-
iting Port Huron
Northern last week, win-

ning 25-20, 25-13, 25-18.

Jada DiVita led the
way with 11 Kills and two
blocks. Others with solid
offensive games were
Ellen Martin and Ashley
Price.

In game two, Kamryn

Richards and DiVita had
the hot serving hand,
and in game three it was
Mary Fannon.

Emily Crane and Keely
Conlan were solid in the
back row with serve
receive and defense.

MOTIONS PASSED

CITY OF HARPER WOODS
WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN
SYNOPSIS: REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
SEPTEMBER 21, 2020

The regular City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Valerie Kindle at 7:00 P.M.
ROLL CALL: All Councilpersons were present.

MOTIONS PASSED

review it further.

RESOLUTION PASSED

CITY OF HARPER WOODS
WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN
SYNOPSIS: REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

OCTOBER 5, 2020

The regular City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Valerie Kindle at 5:00 P.M.
ROLL CALL: All Councilpersons were present.

1) To receive, approve and file the minutes of the regular City Council meeting held on
September 21, 2020, and furthermore receive and file the minutes of the Library Board
meeting held on August 20, 2020.

2) To cast the City’s vote for the following persons to serve on the Board of Directors of the
Michigan Municipal League Liability and Property Pool: George Bosanic- Manager, City
of Greenville, Melissa Johnson - Mayor, City of Chelsea, Sue Osborn - Mayor, City of
Fenton and Dave Post - Manager, Village of Hillman.

3) To add to the agenda a Resolution in Support of Transformative and Restorative Justice.

4) To table the discussion and adoption of the Resolution in Support of Transformative
and Restorative Justice in order for all City Council members to have an opportunity to

5) That the agenda of the regular City Council meeting having been acted upon, the meeting
is hereby adjourned at 6:46 p.m.

1) to approve the following items on the Consent Agenda: (1) approve the Accounts Payable/
Payroll Vendor listing for Check Numbers 120277 through 120358 in the amount of
$389,641.93 as submitted by the City Manager and Finance Director, and further, authorize
the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the listing. (2) approve payment to Nu Appearance
Maintenance, Inc. in the amount of $5,935.00 for contractual lawn cutting and weed
maintenance in various areas of the City, including City Hall, the annexes, Library and
the Parks. (3) approve payment in the amount of $9,300.00 to Guardian Sewers for their

1y

2)
3)

RESOLUTION PASSED

To receive, approve and file the minutes of the regular City Council meeting held on
September 9, 2020 and the special City Council meeting held on September 14, 2020.

To adjourn to the Budget workshop session.

That the agenda of the regular City Council meeting having been acted upon, the meeting
is hereby adjourned at 6:57 p.m.

1Y)

to approve the following items on the Consent Agenda: (1) approve the Accounts
Payable/Payroll Vendor listing for Check Numbers 120159 through 120276 in the amount
of $682,657.25 as submitted by the City Manager and Finance Director, and further,
authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the listing. (2) to approve payment to Safe Fleet
Law Enforcement in the amount of $28,328.20 and to Cynergy Products in the amount
of $7,099.03 with Ford reimbursing the City the entire amount ($35,427.23). (3) approve
payment to SafeBuilt, Inc. in the amount of $34,436.20 for the contractual building
department services performed during the month of August 2020. (4) approve payment
to Anderson, Eckstein &Westrick, Inc. in the amount of $39,609.41 for professional
services during the month of August 2020 for the following projects: 2020 Concrete Pavement
Repair, #180-239; Beaconsfield Resurfacing, #180-231; 2020 Emergency Storm Sewer
Repair, #180-229; 2020 Sanitary Sewer CCTV, #180-233; Stormwater Asset Mgmt,
#180-202; Kelly Road Pedestrian Crossing, #180-208; City Hall Roof Replacement,
#180-240; City Hall Boiler Replacement, #180-240 and the Lead Water Service Replace-
ment, #180-238. (5) approve payment in the amount of $175.432.39 to Wayne County for
the Milk River Drain interest payment on the SRF program.

Valerie Kindle, Mayor
Published: GPN, October 22, 2020

2)

3)

4

=

5)

assistance with replacing the lead service lines at three locations as mandated by EGLE.
(4) approve the purchase of 5 2” compound water meters and necessary attachments from
Badger Meter in the amount of $15,030.00 with reimbursement from the Distressed Cities
grant. (5) approve payment to BB&T Governmental Finance in the amount of $22,800.00
for the interest payment on the Capital Improvement Bond. (6) approve payment to WCA
Assessing in the amount of $5,354.33 for the contractual assessing services performed
during the month of October 2020.

approve the removal and replacement of sidewalk flags at several properties not in
compliance with the City Ordinance to be performed by C&V Cement LLC at $8.50 per
square foot in an amount not to exceed $6,000.

approve payment to Doetsch Environmental Services in the amount of $7,453.80 for
Progress Payment No. 3 on the Sanitary Sewer Cleaning & CCTYV Investigation, #180-
233.

adopt the attached resolution authorizing non-motorized transportation improvements
utilizing the HAWK Signal Project costs to remain in compliance with Act 51 funding,
and further that since these costs have already been expended no additional expenditure is
required.

approve the service agreement submitted City Insight LLC for the Phase II Enhancements
of the Harper Woods Citizen Self Service Portal in the amount of $28,500.00 to be paid
in three installments as outlined in the agreement and further to authorize the acting City
Manager to sign the agreement.

Leslie M. Frank, City Clerk

Valerie Kindle, Mayor

Leslie M. Frank, City Clerk

Published: GPN, October 22, 2020
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The Corner Studio
reopens for fitness classes

Class is back in session
at The Corner Studio.
The boutique fitness and
wellness studio, which
opened last February and
temporarily shut its
doors a month later in
response to the COVID-
19 pandemic, has
reopened for indoor
workouts.

The times have
changed, but a commit-
ment to health and well-
ness remains a priority.
The Corner has
responded to a support-
ive community with its
full scope of fitness offer-
ings — HIIT, Bootcamp,
Cardio Dance, Yoga,
Mediation, Barre and
more. Trainers also offer
private, two-on-one and
small group sessions
(four to six people). Now
more than ever, The
Corner is a space for all
fitness levels, as well as
all comfort levels.

The Corner upholds
social distancing stan-
dards indoors and proper
sanitization of high-

touch surfaces and
shared exercise equip-
ment. A padded schedule
and staggered classes
minimize the number of
people coming and going
at the same time. Class
sizes are limited to 10
people.

The studio is excited to
once again host RAMP
Detroit, whose certified
therapists perform body
tune-ups (assisted
stretch, sports massage,
cupping) in the desig-
nated “recovery suite”
three days a week by
appointment.

A popular complement
to a PT tune-up or any fit-
ness class is the infrared
sauna, which increases
calorie burn and pro-
motes overall body detox.
A sauna session is just
$10 for Corner clients
with unlimited monthly
membership.

For wardrobe updates
— aren’t we all wearing
athleisure 24/7 now? —
The Corner delights with
new fall styles from

California-based brands
Beyond Yoga, Year of
Ours, Avocado and Beach
Riot, as well as men’s

apparel from
GQ-awarded activewear
brand Rhone.

Look no further than
@thecornerstudiogp on
Instagram for a peek at
the pristine studio that
welcomes loads of natu-
ral light and snippets of
fun, dynamic workouts
that make you want to
get up and get moving.
Friendly staff, encourag-
ing instructors and con-
siderate patrons make
The Corner a winner. Call
it your happy place. We
could all use one right
NOw.

Take advantage of The
Corner’s fall promotion
for new clients: Five
classes for $50. To book a
class or sauna session,
download The Corner
Studio app or visit the
cornerstudiogp.com.
Shop new fall retail dur-
ing regular business
hours.

Welcome back to

the CORNER
STUDIO

FALL SPECIAL:

New Client offer-

5 classes for $50

Scan this to
download our app

Download our app or visit our website to

the CORNER STUDIO

Come

browse the
hottest
workout gear -
new brands
and new

fall collections

are here!

purchase classes and view weekly schedules

YoStrong Pilates Cardio Dance Sculpt HIIT
Meditation Bosu Cardio Drills & Tone & more

Monthly
members
enjoy

$10 sauna
sessions!

Instagram: @thecornerstudiogp

the .
CORNER 19565 Mack Ave  313.821.4374
STUDIO Grosse Pointe Woods  thecornerstudiogp.com

Relieving pain
IS clinie’s alm

Motivated by his
mother’s recovery from
a stroke, Dr. John M.
Putnam began an aca-
demic journey to relieve
pain using physical
therapy and holistic
treatment.

With locations of the

Back to You
Osteopractic Physical
Therapy and

Rehabilitation clinic at
21316 Mack in Grosse
Pointe Woods, and in
Royal Oak,

incorporate chiroprac-
tic, acupuncture and
physical therapy ele-
ments, Putnam said
Back to You offers an
alternative to opiates
and other painkillers.
Chronic pain, fitness
and injury recovery are
among areas of focus
the clinics address.
The Grosse Pointe
Woods location opened
in March with limited
hours and already has

the University of
Scranton in 2011.

Trained through the
American Academy of
Manipulative Therapy,
Putnam’s certifications
include orthopedic
excellence and he has
accumulated 2,500
hours of continuing
education. He is among
the 1 percent of fellow-
ship-trained physical
therapists.

While services pro-

Flint and
Canton, metro
Detroit’s only
osteopractor
treats various
conditions
and health
concerns.
Osteopractors
are post-doc-

‘Named the American Academy of
Manipulative Therapy’s 2019 Clinic of the
Year, Back to You uses outpatient physical
therapy and holistic treatment that
incorporates psychological and sociological
wellness.’

torate trained
professionals in spinal
manipulation therapy,
dry needling and
related techniques.
“We’re specially
trained in finding out
the cause of a person’s
pain,” Putnam said.
Named the American
Academy of
Manipulative Therapy’s
2019 Clinic of the Year,
Back to You uses outpa-
tient physical therapy
and holistic treatment
that incorporates psy-
chological and socio-
logical wellness.
Describing osteopractic
treatment as a combi-
nation of evidence-
based approaches that

grown to average
around 15 patients
weeKkly.

“Once a person expe-
riences what we do,
there’s a lot of word of
mouth,” Putnam said.

One of just 260 osteo-
practors in the world,
he is a product of south-
east Michigan, a 2003
Notre Dame Academy
graduate and former
class president. He
graduated from the
University of Michigan
in 2007, with a bache-
lor’s degree in general
studies and pre-physi-
cal therapy. He earned
a Doctor of Physical
Therapy degree from

vided through Back to
You Osteopractic
Physical Therapy and
Rehabilitation include
less conventional prac-
tices with which
patients might be unfa-
miliar, Putnam said
newcomers in the
Woods will be pleased
with results of the
research-based treat-
ment.

“One of the benefits
is you get better faster,”
he added. “I just want
people to be educated
on these options for
chronic pain.”

For more informa-
tion, call (248) 733-
4325.

Don't Live With Pain...
When We Can Help!

Award-Winning

Physical Therapy

* Evidence-based Treatments
e Spinal Manipulation
® Occupational Therapy

* Massage Therapy ® Pain Treatments
® Disc Issues ® Neck and Back ® Headache

® JASTM ® Body Tempering ® Hands/Arms

* Arthritis ® Hips/Knees/Shoulders

We are the ONLY Osteopractic Physical Therapy Clinic in metro Detroit!
We apply evidence-based research to present you with the most
cutting-edge therapies available to treat your conditions. Our goal is to
offer you hope and guide you to your healthiest and most enjoyable life!

An Osteopractor has a Post-Doctorate Degree with specialized training in
dry needling, spinal manipulation, differential diagnosis and instrument
assisted soft tissue mobilization, offering you the very latest techniques.

Don't settle for suffering. Help is available...

21316 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Woods

(248) 733-HEAL (4325)
www.backtoyourehab.com
email at: info@backtoyourehab.com

|

Many
insurances accepted -
Please see
our website

0ceeok
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Personalized care makes
the difference in cancer journey

Getting the cancer care that’s right for you
starts with talking to your doctor

After her breast cancer surgery,
Darmetta wondered if she would
continue to see her surgeon. The
doctor surprised her, and
Darmetta says she told her, “Oh,
you have me for life. I'm here for
you.”

Her doctor compares that
patient-doctor relationship to a
lifelong friendship — that it is a
supportive relationship that lasts
for the patient’s entire cancer
journey. For patients who have
cancer, that kind of commitment
can make all the difference.

Whether they are just finding
out they have cancer, started treat-
ment or are in remission, many
patients are facing sometimes
very difficult questions about the
next steps for their health.

“As cancer specialists, we
understand that treatment and
decisions around treatment right
now might seem more difficult or
uncertain than ever, and that you
might have many questions,” says
Richard Berri, M.D., medical
director of Ascension Michigan’s
oncology service line and
chief of surgical oncology at
Ascension St. John Hospital. “It’s
important to talk with your doctor
about your questions or concerns.
We’ll discuss your care options
and work closely with you on a
personalized care plan that helps
move your care forward in the
safest way possible. We can dis-
cuss weighing the options and
risks for your care so that you can
make the right choice for your
health.”

It’s important that patients stay
connected with their doctor about
the status of their health and care
needs.

COURTESY PHOTO

Darmetta’s doctors at Ascension St. John Hospital compare the pa-
tient-doctor relationship to a lifelong friendship.

Committed to
the safety of patients

Ascension Michigan hospitals,
ERs, oncology clinics and facilities
have strict precautions in place for
the safety of patients in our care:

# Screening doctors, nurses and
care teams before they enter a
facility.

# Rigorously cleaning and disin-
fecting all areas more often.

¢ Designating separate care
areas for patients with symptoms
of coronavirus (COVID-19).

# Staggering appointments and
maintaining proper social distanc-
ing in waiting rooms.

4 Continuing to wear appropri-
ate personal protective equipment

(PPE).

Focusing on
emotional health and care
for the whole person

Coping with cancer might be
more stressful than usual. It’s not
uncommon for patients who have
cancer to feel down or worried
about the pandemic, or how it
may be affecting their health.

“Cancer is very personal and
can take an emotional toll. We
want patients to understand that
what they’re feeling can be a nor-
mal reaction to the uncertainty,
and we’re here to support them
through this time,” says Dr. Berri.
“We focus on meeting the needs
of the whole person — body, mind
and spirit.”

Compassionate cancer care at every step

A cancer diagnosis can bring up questions at any time. That’s when
having a trusted oncology care team is so important.

Ascension St. John has been committed to caring for those who need
it most. They are now scheduling cancer screenings, consultations and
treatment, here in Southeast Michigan. Ask about virtual visits.

Get personalized cancer care close to home. Learn more or find a
doctor at: GetAscensionMichiganCare.com.

Donors have
opportunity to
help patients
fighting

COVID-

Plasma from whole
blood donations made
through the American
Red Cross that test posi-
tive for COVID-19 anti-
bodies may now help
current coronavirus
patients in need of con-
valescent plasma trans-
fusions. Donors are
encouraged to make an
appointment to give
blood now to help ensure
coronavirus patients and
others who depend on
transfusions have
needed blood products
this fall.

In April, the Red Cross
began collecting COVID-
19 convalescent plasma
from previously diag-
nosed individuals, who
could only give at one of
approximately 170 Red
Cross blood donation
centers across the coun-
try. Convalescent plasma
contains COVID-19 anti-
bodies that may help the
most critical patients
actively fighting this
virus. Now, whole blood
donations made at any
Red Cross blood drive or
blood donation center
could be helpful in this
effort.

“Donations that come

19

back positive for COVID-
19 antibodies now
undergo secondary test-
ing to confirm antibody
results, and that enables
the Red Cross to then
potentially use the
plasma from those dona-
tions for COVID-19
patients,” said Dr. Erin
Goodhue, executive
medical director of direct
patient care with the Red
Cross Biomedical
Services. “With approxi-
mately 2 percent of the
U.S. population testing
positive for COVID-19
antibodies, every dona-
tion is important to
ensure patients with
coronavirus have access
to every treatment option
available to them.”

The Red Cross encour-
ages eligible individuals
to schedule an appoint-
ment at redcrossblood.
org or by calling (800)
733-2767.

In thanks, the Red
Cross is offering a $1,000
amazon.com gift card to
five winners who come
to give in October. Terms
and conditions apply;
visit rcblood.org/unite.

Register at redcross
blood.org.

© Ascension 2020. All rights reserved
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Getting a yearly
mammogram is
important,
especially now

diagnostic mammograms.

Find a location near you at
ascension.org/MichiganMammogram

We're here with the latest technology

It's important for women to get a yearly mammogram, beginning
at age 40. And if you have a mother, sister or other close relative
who has been diagnosed with breast cancer, ask your doctor at

Ascension St. John if you should schedule a screening even earlier.

At Ascension St. John, we deliver the comprehensive breast
imaging that's right for you, including high-quality screening and

Ascension
St. John
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Skin & Laser Center
offers safe, etfective
treatment options

The landscapes of
many businesses have
been altered dramatically
since the onset of COVID-
19. In health care, many
appointments were post-
poned or canceled due to
office closures or con-
cerns over being exposed
to the coronavirus.

The doctors and staff at
Ferrara Dermatology
Clinic and its Skin &
Laser Center have
devised a way to keep
patients safe while meet-
ing their skin care needs.

“We’ve changed the
process, so it’s as safe as
possible for people to
come back and get atten-
tion to their dermatologic
needs,” said Dr. Richard
Ferrara, adding that early
pandemic fears led to
delayed doctors’ visits,
which in turn led to
delayed diagnoses.

These days, patients to
the clinic, located at
20045 Mack Avenue,
Grosse Pointe Woods, are
checked in at the front
desk and screened for ill-
ness, including having
their temperatures taken.

At the conclusion of
each visit, patients are
asked to exit through the
back, so all traffic is one-
way.

“Patients come in
through the front and out
through the back,”
Ferrara said, “so people
are not congested and

Dr. Richard Ferrara

everyone’s social dis-
tancing.”

Additionally, Ferrara
said, close attention is
being paid to mask wear-
ing and hand-washing.
Patients and staff are
required to wear face
coverings.

“And we have plastic
shields at check-in and
check-out, so there’s no
face-to-face or unneces-
sary contact,” he added.

With fears allayed,
patients are guaranteed
to get the exceptional
care to which they’re
accustomed at the clinic.
Dr. Katherine Caretti
noted she has seen an
increase in several skin
conditions since the pan-
demic hit. Foremost is
inflamed, dry and
cracked hands, she said.

“Hand dermatitis, or
irritant contact dermati-
tis is due to the increase
in hand sanitizing, hand-

Dr. Katherine Caretti

washing and using harsh
chemicals to clean,” she
said. “This can be seen in
anyone, but especially
those with a prior history
of eczema. We recom-
mend using a gentle
moisturizer multiple
times throughout the day,
especially after hand-
washing.”

For severe cases, a pre-
scription topical medica-
tion may be needed if an
over-the-counter cream
isn’t strong enough.

Another condition
Caretti has seen more of
lately is acne mechanica,
which the media has
playfully dubbed,
“maskne.”

“It’s from having a
mask on the facial skin
for prolonged periods of
time,” Caretti said. “This
leads to the clogging of
pores and breakouts.”

See SKINCARE, page 7C

SELEF-CARE

At Ferrara Dermatology, board-certified, award-winning
physicians Dr. Richard Ferrara and Dr. Katherine Caretti offer
full-service dermatologic, medical, surgical and aesthetic
services to enhance the health, look and feel of the skin.

From routine exams to the treatment and management of skin
cancer and other skin conditions, our practice provides
individualized, comprehensive services to help you maintain
healthy skin throughout all stages of your life.

The cosmetic side of our practice, the Skin & Laser Center of
Grosse Pointe, offers state-of-the-art treatments including
cosmetic injectables, laser treatments, body contouring and
medical-grade products to help you reach your aesthetic goals.

To Learn More About our Practice & In-office
Aesthetic Specials, Visit our Website:

www.FerraraDerm.com

For Dermatology Appointments, Please Call: 313-884-5100

For Aesthetic Services, Please Call: 313-884-9100

&

FERRARA DERMATOLOGY CLINIC

SKIN & LASER CENTER =m

HOUR DETROIT MAGAZINE'S

TOP DOCS

20043 MACK AVE. | GROSSE POINTE WOODS

PHOTOS COURTESY OF KRISTY SLANEC

St. Clair Shores team members, from left, dental assistant Kandace Koschak,
dental hygienist Erika Lewandowski, dental assistant Kaila Fukler and Dr. Gia

Duong.

Growing Smiles:

An enjoyable dental experience

From the decorative
angel wings embracing
the side of Growing
Smiles Pediatric Dentistry
and Orthodontics in St.
Clair Shores to the wel-
coming atmosphere
inside, this dentist’s office
brings more than a bian-
nual teeth cleaning to the
community.

“As much as people
may think, ‘Oh no, the
dentist!” it has been
designed as a fun and
educating atmosphere
with kids leaving excited
about their teeth,” said
Kristy Slanec, co-owner
of Growing Smiles in St.
Clair Shores. “We have
music playing, our team
is known to sing songs to
the kids. It’s really upbeat
and we are proud to offer
patients all new equip-
ment and technology
since we opened just over
a year ago.”

Dr. Justin Kammo

And, per the American
Pediatric Association,
American Dental
Association and Michigan
Dental Association, “it’s
never too early to come
in,” Slanec said. “I think
that a lot of parents think
they should wait until
their child has a full set of
teeth. And I think a mis-
conception we’d like to
clear up is: the earlier, the

better. Making a child
comfortable and promot-
ing their own dental
health early is key to
great long-term health.”
A team of pediatric spe-
cialists is ready to bring
excellent care to infants
and teens up to 18 years
old. At the St. Clair Shores
location, there is an ortho-

See SMILES, page 7C

A Great Smile starts with
ad PEDIATRIC DENTIST

and ORTHODONTIST

102220
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New Patients Welcome
ST. CLAIR SHORES

22524 Greater Mack - St. Clair Shores, Ml 48080
(586) 800-GROW
Starting early is always best

 flO

www.GrowingSmilesPD.com
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10 hacks to get you
exercising more

Even if you enjoy exercise, finding
the time and energy for a 60-minute
workout can be a challenge. Despite
our best intentions, nearly 80 percent
of us fall short of the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention’s
recommendation of 150 minutes of
aerobic and strength-training exer-
cise each week.

The good news: If the idea of hit-
ting the gym or an intense workout
makes you want to crawl back under
the covers, don’t fret, the Henry Ford
Sports Medicine team has 10 exer-
cise hacks to help you sneak more
activity into your day:

1. Schedule time: Don’t just decide
to exercise. Block off time in your
calendar like you would for any other
appointment. That way, you’ll be less
likely to skip your workout.

2. Find a buddy: Ask a friend to
mask up and join you for a daily walk
at lunch time. If you find people who
like the same activities you do, you’ll
be more likely to get moving.

3. Make it easy: Do things through-
out the day that require you to move
frequently. Park at the farthest spot
in the lot, take the stairs instead of
the elevator or walk over to a col-
league’s desk to chat instead of send-
ing an email.

4. Sign up for a virtual event:
Having a race, walk or special func-
tion on your agenda can motivate
you to get moving. Runners can sign
up for a virtual 5K, 10K or even a
marathon.

5. Try something new: Exercise is
often more fun when you step out-
side your comfort zone. Maybe your
jam is Zumba or barre? Or maybe
you want to try rock climbing, gym-

nastics or aerial aerobics? Many are
even available from the comfort of
home, on YouTube.

6. Work out in short bursts: A grow-
ing body of research suggests exer-
cising in short bursts can be
shockingly beneficial. So while you
may not be able to break away from
your busy schedule for an hour at a
time, you can probably squeeze in 15
minutes of exercise three to four
times each day.

7. Change your commute: Instead
of driving to work each day, try rid-
ing your bike when the weather
cooperates. If you’re working from
home, use the time you’d normally
commute to take a walking break
each day.

8. Work out with your kids: Take
them to the park and shoot hoops or
play tag. Venture out on a long hike
or go for a walk. Not only will you
have more time to exercise, you’ll
also model healthy behaviors for
your children.

9. Strength train in front of the TV:
Instead of just sitting there or munch-
ing on chips, exercise while you
watch TV. Lunges, bicep curls and
push-ups are all fair game.

10. Use tracking tools: If you're
competitive or numbers-driven,
inspire yourself with a pedometer or
tracking app. There’s plenty of
research to suggest taking 10,000
steps daily is good for your health.

Stick with it
Taking advantage of exercise hacks
adds up. Every time you take a few
extra steps or climb a flight of stairs,

you’re doing something important
for your health and well-being.

Interested in more tips on staying healthy or staying fit? Looking for
advice on improving your sports performance or preventing injuries? Visit
the Henry Ford Live Well Blog at HenryFord.com/Blog or reach out to our
Sports Medicine Team at HenryFord.com/sports.

SMILES:

Continued from page 6C

dontist as well as a pedi-
atric dentist treating
patients. In fact,
Orthodontist Dr. Justin
Kammo sees both chil-
dren and adults for
braces, allowing for easy,
in-house communication
and scheduling for fami-
lies.

“At Growing Smiles, we
are providing in-depth
care for each patient, as
we work hand in hand
with our pediatric den-

tist,” Kammo said. “This
allows us to see each
patient at a younger age, in
order to address any issues
as early as possible.”
“What sets Growing
Smiles apart from other
dentists in Grosse Pointe
and the surrounding com-
munities is us being one
of the only offices that
specializes in pediatric
dentistry and has an
orthodontist on site,”
Slanec said. In this day
and age, all families are
busy, thus the one stop
and in-office seamless
communication about

your child’s oral care is
priceless.

“Growing Smiles is a
strong community sup-
porter. Our favorite is our
oral education series. As
schools start to regain in-
person learning, we look
forward to getting back
into the schools and
resuming what we love —
educating children with
great lifelong oral habits.
Any school can contact us
to set up the education
series by calling 586-800-
GROW or visiting our
website, www.Growing
SmilesPD.com.”

From left, Eloise, Graham, Stella and Benjamin Lozen pose with the angel

wings.

SKINCARE:

Continued from page 6C

Her remedy?

“If you’re wearing a cloth mask,
make sure it’s cleaned daily if possi-
ble,” she said. “Avoid wearing makeup
under the mask and cleanse the face
after the mask is removed.”

She also suggested exfoliating a cou-
ple times a week. Depending on the
severity of the breakout, a prescription
may be required, she added.

Caretti noted she’s also seeing a lot
of rosacea flare-ups, as well as an
increase in hair loss, or alopecia.

“This form of hair loss is usually
stress-induced and something that you
should recover from; it should be self-
limited,” Caretti said, “but we can give

treatment recommendations for that
hair loss as well.”

No matter the symptoms, patients
who have put off tending to their skin-
care needs should avoid further delays,
Ferrara said. And while some skin-
related conditions may be linked to
active COVID-19 infections, they are
seen in the hospital setting and not in
the office. After they have recovered
from COVID-19 and are infection free,
patients may return to the office. Many
have shown post-virus conditions such
as hair loss, typically two to three
months after the infection, which is
expected to self-correct, Ferrara said.

For more information, call Ferrara
Dermatology at (313) 884-5100 or Skin
& Laser Center at (313) 884-9100 or
visit ferraraderm.com.

ALL FOR YOU
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Beaumont doc’s instinet, tenacity paid otf for local executive

Symptoms of ‘serum sickness’
resembled COVID-19 symptoms

Gary Corbin,

63, which gashed his leg Florida, the Grosse

dropped a heavy hurri- before it hit the ground. Pointe Farms resident

cane window shutter, After

wintering in had been helping his sig-

States

VILLAGE OF GROSSE POINTE SHORES, A MICHIGAN CITY,
GROSSE POINTE PARK, GROSSE POINTE CITY, GROSSE
POINTE FARMS AND GROSSE POINTE WOODS, MICHIGAN

TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF GROSSE POINTE PARK, GROSSE POINTE
CITY,
GROSSE POINTE SHORES, A MICHIGAN CITY:

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT AN ELECTION WILL BE HELD IN THE
AFOREMENTIONED MUNICIPALITIES ON NOVEMBER 3, 2020. THE POLLS
WILL BE OPEN FROM 7:00 A.M. TO 8:00 P.M.

AT THE FOLLOWING POLLING LOCATIONS:

PRECINCT
001 Grosse Pointe South High School, 11 Grosse Pointe Boulevard
002 Richard Elementary, 176 McKinley
003 City Hall Fire Station, 90 Kerby Road
004 Kerby School, 285 Kerby Road
005 Brownell Middle School, 260 Chalfonte
CITY OF GROSSE POINTE
PRECINCT
All Precincts Maire School Gymnasium, 740 Cadieux
GROSSE POINTE PARK
PRECINCT
001 Trombly School, 820 Beaconsfield
002 Trombly School, 820 Beaconsfield
003 Municipal Building, 15115 East Jefferson
004 Pierce School, 15430 Kercheval
005 Temporarily relocated to Lavins Activity Center,
14920 Windmill Pointe Dr. (Formerly Defer School)
006 Temporarily relocated to Lavins Activity Center,
14920 Windmill Pointe Dr. (Formerly Defer School)
007 Pierce School, 15430 Kercheval
GROSSE POINTE WOODS
PRECINCT
001 1640 Vernier Rd. (Formerly Ferry School)
002 Mason School, 1640 Vernier Road
003 20025 Mack Plaza (Formerly Parcells Middle School)
004 Community Center/City Hall, 20025 Mack Plaza
005 20090 Morningside (Formerly Monteith School)
006 Barnes School, 20090 Morningside
VILLAGE OF GROSSE POINTE SHORES, A MICHIGAN CITY
PRECINCT
All Municipal Building, First Floor, Council Chambers, 795 Lake Shore

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that registered voters will be voting on the following as presented
and listed below:

PARTISAN SECTION Electors of President and Vice-President of the United States, United

the State Board of Education, Regent of the University of Michigan, Trustee of Michigan State
University, Governor of Wayne State University, Prosecutor, Sheriff, Clerk, Treasurer, Register
of Deeds, County Commissioner.

NON-PARTISAN SECTION Justice of the Michigan Supreme Court, Judge of 1st District
Court of Appeals (Incumbent Position), Judge of 3rd Circuit Court (Incumbent Position), Judge
of 3rd Circuit Court (Non-Incumbent Position), Judge of 3rd Circuit Court Incumbent Position
(Partial Term Ending 1/1/2023), Judge of Probate Court, Local School District: Grosse Pointe
Public Schools District Board Member, Grosse Pointe Public Schools District Board Member
(Partial Term Ending 12/31/2020) Harper Woods Public Schools District Board Member.
PROPOSAL SECTION State: Proposal 20-1, Proposal 20-2; City: Grosse Pointe Farms-
Millage Proposal.

Intermediate School District: Regional Enhancement Millage Renewal Proposal.

Full text of the ballot, including the proposals, may be obtained at mvic.sos.state.mi.us.
Absentee ballots are available for all elections; registered voters may contact the local Clerk
to obtain an application for an absent voter ballot. All electors who are registered with the
Clerk in which they reside are eligible to vote at this election. Sample ballots can be found at
mvic.sos.state.mi.us. To comply with the Help America Vote Act (HAVA), voting instructions
will be available in audio format and in Braille. Arrangements for obtaining the instructions in
these alternative formats can be made by contacting the City Clerk in advance of the election.
All polling locations are accessible for voters with disabilities.

Published: October 22, 2022

NOTICE OF ELECTION
TO BE HELD ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2020

GROSSE POINTE FARMS, GROSSE POINTE WOODS, VILLAGE OF

CITY OF GROSSE POINTE FARMS

Senator, Representative in Congress, Representative in State Legislature, Member of

nificant other close
down her Palm Beach
Gardens home before
they returned to
Michigan mid-June. He
treated the wound and
kept it covered on the
drive north.

During a routine
checkup, his physician
recommended Corbin
have a COVID-19 test
done since he had just
returned from Florida, a
pandemic hotspot, with
stops in Georgia,
Nashville and Cincinnati.
He visited a nearby
Beaumont Urgent Care
facility where he was
given a COVID-19 test.
While there, Physician
Assistant Heather Sutton
noted Corbin’s leg injury
and diagnosed a grow-
ing infection in his leg. A
culture was taken and
sent for lab testing and
he was prescribed
Keflex, an antibiotic, to
fight the infection, pend-
ing lab results.

Two days later, Corbin
received a call from the
urgent care. The lab
results caused a switch
to Bactrim, a different
antibiotic that worked
better to clear the infec-
tion in his wounded leg.

After a few days, he
started having symp-
toms of illness, including
aching joints and mus-
cles; a slightly elevated
body temperature; and
swelling in his legs,
ankles and feet. He went
to another Beaumont
Urgent Care closer to his
home where a second
COVID-19 test was
administered. He was
sent home to self-quar-
antine until test results
could be determined.
The following day he
was told the test came
back negative and was
instructed to treat his
symptoms as one would
for the common cold or
flu, which he did.

Over the course of the
next 48 to 72 hours,
Corbin’s temperature
elevated to more than
103 degrees. He was ill,
but managed to drive
back to the urgent care
near his home. Corbin
couldn’t keep up with his
body’s need for fluids

and requested IV fluids
— a hospital-based treat-
ment. He left with a
referral to go to the
Emergency Center at
Beaumont Hospital,
Grosse Pointe.

Every ounce of his
being wanted to go
home, but something
made Corbin go to the
hospital — a move that
may have saved his life.

“The ER team jumped
into action,” Corbin said.
“They administered
another COVID-19 test
based on my symptoms
since we all know these
tests aren’t 100 percent
reliable. I suspected the
prior two COVID-19
tests were false nega-
tives and was convinced
I had the virus.”

His ER physician,
emergency medicine
specialist Dr. Mark
Sadzilowski, wasn’t sat-
isfied with the results of
the tests, scans and
other lab work per-
formed at the ER.
Keeping an open mind,
he suspected another
cause for Corbin’s ill-
ness and started digging.

The answers are
always bedside

Sadzikowski re-
counted, “I pulled up a
chair to Mr. Corbin’s bed
to have a focused con-
servation. He told me
about injuring his leg,
taking two different anti-
biotics and his symp-
toms. The tests we ran
showed elevated blood
proteins and an abnor-
mal white blood cell
count.”

He consulted by phone
to discuss the case with
several other medical
specialists. Dr. Joel
Fishbain, an infectious
disease physician,
lasered in on Corbin’s
antibiotic use. Further
tests confirmed Corbin
was experiencing
“serum sickness,” a rare
immune response simi-
lar to an allergic reac-
tion.

“Our treatment plan
for Mr. Corbin had risks,
yet we were confident he
would respond well to
the treatment,” Fishbain
said.

Medicare Open Enrollment
October 15 - December 7

beth@shorepointebenefits.com

Independent
Medicare
Consulting
In person or
virtual consultations
at no cost.

313.690.5723

shorepointebenefits.com

Added Corbin, “I was
very scared, but I trusted
their diagnosis, treat-
ment strategy and tactics
based on my previous
positive experience at
Beaumont, Grosse
Pointe, where I was
treated for another
health emergency in
2016. They quickly diag-
nosed my condition and
got me all the medical
resources and specialists
I needed to save my life.
I figured this time would
be no different.”

Fishbain ordered
broad-spectrum antibiot-
ics to ensure Corbin had
no infection. When his
cultures were negative
the next day, he adminis-
tered prednisone, a cor-
ticosteroid.

Corbin said, “Dr.
Fishbain was spot on. I
awoke in my hospital
bed the next day and all
pain and fever were
gone. I felt like I was 20
years old again. I have a
strong Catholic faith and
felt the presence of the
Holy Spirit right there
with me next to my bed.”

After being discharged
the next day, July 3,
Corbin, who maintains a
toned physique, weighed
himself to discover he
had gained around 13
pounds during his three-
day hospital stay; a side
effect of prednisone is
fluid retention leading to
weight gain.

Corbin has since
worked hard to drop the
weight, which didn’t
take long as he enjoys an
active lifestyle filled with
golf, tennis, yoga, taking
out his new boat and rid-
ing his Indian Chief vin-
tage motorcycle.

“I greatly appreciate
and thank the entire
team at Beaumont,
Grosse Pointe for giving
me excellent care,” he
said. “Their hard work
brought me back safely
to my children, family
and friends. I will be for-
ever grateful and thank
them in my daily prayers,
asking God to watch
over them and keep
them safe as they con-
tinue to help others.”

When asked what he
plans to do next, Corbin,
an influential corporate
executive known for his
acumen in growing busi-
nesses and leading high-
performing teams in
technology and finance,
replied, “That’s a very
good question. I'm con-
sidering my options,
whether to retire, semi-
retire or work full-time.
I'll pray on this, too. I'm
just happy to be around
to make this decision.”

102220

PARK PLACE

SENIOR
LIVING AT
ITS FINEST

Park Place offers luxury, maintenance-free
retirement living. Enjoy nearby shopping,
scenic paved walking trails and our unique
indoor atrium.

Call today (586) 722-1529,
or visit ParkPlace-Warren.com

Park Place | Independent Living

HERITAGEVILLAGE
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24861 Harper Avenue
South of 10 Mile Road
St. Clair Shores, Michigan 48080

Hours: Tuesclay—l:ri(lay: Ham—épm
Saturc]ay: 10am-3pm * Closed Suuday & Mmu]ay

Llawn@]ahe“eantiques.com n

586-445-3144

ROY O'BRIEN

Dave Kanneth
Owner

586-772-7136

fax: 586-772-6666

eastpointe@autooneinc.com

22252 Gratiot Avenue
Eastpointe, MI 48021

1022208C|

Background Checked

313-886-3360 www.cleanupclearout.com

We Provide Certificate of Occupancy Repairs / Home & Business Improvements & Repairs

Bonded & Insured

21325 DEQUINDRE ROAD
HAZEL PARK, Ml 48030

Ed Kilburn
Owner

248.547.8327
FAX: 248.547.8395

Fax (800) 508-8299

Robert A. Blehm, EA, ABA, ATA
Enrolled to Represent Taxpayers Before the IRS

Business & Personal Taxes IRS Audit Representation
Accounting & Payroll Services

29225 Harper Ave., St. Clair Shores, MI 48081-1248 -
Bob@BlehmFinancial.com N

Accredited Business Accountant

Phone: (586) 773-5050

Michael T. Wharton, CFP®, CIMA®
Financial Advisor

650 St Clair St

Grosse Pointe, M| 48230

Bus. 313-640-4288 TF. 800-558-5631
Fax 888-501-2083
michael.wharton@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

| oz

231.373.0055

Timber North
Vacation
Management

>=—Vacation Rentals in
Northern Michigan —=~<
timbernorth@comcast.net
timbernorthvacations.com

For Advertising Information Call at 313-882-6900

a proud affiliate of

(CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

{ PHONE: 313-882-6900 EXT. 1 | () FAX: 313-882-1585 | & WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COM

DEADLINES

Please call for holiday deadline
dates and times, subject to change.

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY ADS:

TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M.

CLASSIFIED WORD ADS:

TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M.

HELP WANTED
GENERAL
CAREGIVERS
WANTED!
Seeking caregivers
for immediate work
in Grosse Pointe
and the
surrounding areas.
Full and Part time
positions available.
Please call
(313)881-3390 or
email your resume
to: Jackie@comfort
carehomecare.com.

200

Edwin Paul Salon
hiring
part time stylist.
Flexible schedule.
Hourly or generous
commission.
Call to book
appointment.
(313)885-9001

FRONT DESK
RECEPTIONIST
needed near
downtown Detroit.
Some duties
include:
greeting & assisting
customers, receive
incoming/ outgoing
calls/faxes,
accepting packages
for customers,
schedule showings
for loft buildings,
posting payments,
create professional
memos, direct
guests where to go
& special assign-
ments as needed.
This job starts at
$12 an hour plus
move in bonuses.
Hours are: Mon- Fri
9am- 5pm & some
Saturdays 10am-
3pm. Fax resumes
to (313)872-8072
or email to:
vilayboydell@
gmail.com

PRICING

and check.

HELP WANTED
2 GENERAL
CDL-A Drivers
Wanted
3 months minimum
experience,
excellent pay,
benefits, sign on
bonus, 401K,
dedicated routes
Romeo and Wayne
dispatch.
Call Kirt
(586)752-4529
Ext 1032

HELP WANTED
RESTAURANT

IRISH COFFEE
Bar & Grill
now hiring
ALL POSITIONS
Apply in person
18666 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe
Farms

210

302 CAREGIVER

Cita Angels
Home Care
Caregiver services.
24 hour care. We
assist in cooking,
cleaning, bathing/
grooming, doctor's
appointments,
errands, etc.
Accepting
medicaid payments.
1-866-54-ANGEL.

305  HOUSE CLEANING

EXPERIENCED,
honest, priced fair,
house cleaner with

over 10 years
working in Grosse
Pointe.l have a few
openings. Weekly,

biweekly or
monthly.
Great references.
Kasia (586)744-0534

Classifieds
Work For You
To place an ad call:
(313)882-6900 x1
Grosse Pointe News

Prepayment is required.
We accept credit cards, cash

ANTIQUES /
COLLECTIBLES

COLLECTORS
Reduction
Tall display case
glass, oak, marble
base. 7' pine har-
vest table. 3 draw-
er oak dresser with
carvings. Tall oak
hall tree with
beveled glass peer
mirror. Tall dresser
with 2 doors and 7
drawers. 5 section
Barrister bookcase,
oak with original
glass. 42" round
oak pestestal table.

Slag glass table

lamp, lake, cottage
scene. Parlour
cherry table. Junior
oak press back
rocker with cane
seats. Large Par-
lour upholstered
chair. Round wick-
er ladies chair. 27"
pie crust tilt cherry
table. Pair ornate
high back metal
chairs. 4 ornate
leaded glass win-
dows, matching
pattern.

Call for appoint-
ment and more de-
tails for Thursday or

Friday. Cash only!
313-300-7040

400

WANTED
Baseball and all
sports cards.
Any time period.
Not a dealer.
Call Jason
(313)502-6594

Grosse Pointe News

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

FREQUENCY DISCOUNTS
Given for multi-week scheduled
advertising, with prepayment or
credit approval. Call for rates or for
more information. Phone lines can
be busy on Monday and Tuesday.
Please call early.

406 ESTATE SALES

HOPE and HELP
15008 Kercheval
Ave.
Grosse Pointe
Park
MI 48230
Friday and
Saturday,
October 23 and 24
9:00-3:00
Metered parking
in rear
Masks Required

Hundreds of
leather bound
books,
Executive desks,
chairs,

Legal file cabinets,
Antique furniture,
Blue and white
English china
Oil paintings,
High end couches,
Oriental rugs,
English blue and
white china,
Brass lamps,
Antique wooden
chairs,
Mahogany room
dividers with
stained glass
inserts and wheels,
Chandeliers,
MacKenzie Childs
china and vintage
pieces,

WORD ADS:
12 - 25 words for $25.35;

$26.00 per column inch

406 ESTATE SALES

GROSSE POINTE
Pre-Kindergarten
Closing Sale.
Friday & Saturday
October 23, 24
9am- 3pm
17150 Maumee.
Fisher Price, Duplo,
Little Tikes,
educational games
and actiivites,
puzzles, puppets,
books, science and
themed units, craft
supplies, office
equipment,
children's furniture,
large classic
wooden trucks,
children's musical
instruments, audio
visual equipment
and much
much more.
Masks required.
Cash only!

409 GARAGE / YARD /
RUMMAGE SALE

298 Touraine
Grosse Pointe
Farms
Women's clothes/
shoes, boy's
clothes/shoes, lots
of boy's golf
shirts/shorts, toys;
Nerf guns, hockey
sticks and house-

Kitchen doors with hold items.
leaded glass inserts.  Friday/Saturday,
Much more! 9-3.
406 ESTATE SALES

Grosse Pointe Sstate Jules

116 Muir Rd., Grosse Pointe Farms
Fri. & Sar. OctoBer 23 & 24 © 9am-4pm

Small but full Estate. Antique Sofa,
Tables, Chairs. Wicker furniture. Nautical,

Antique
Waterford, Steuben, Books. Garage &
Basement are full. Masks Required.

ships

Lanterns,

Barware,

EstateSales.net more info and photos.
Numbers given Fri. only at 8:30.

Rernee A. Nixore

additional words are 30¢ each.
Abbreviations are not accepted.
BORDER ADS STARTING AT:

heading. The pub!

each ad under its appropriate

the right to edit or reject ad copy
submitted for publication.

lisher reserves

CLASSIFYING CORRECTIONS
AND CENSORSHIP AND A_D_._IUSTMEN_TS
We reserve the right to classify Responsibility for classified

advertising errors is limited to either
a cancellation of the charge ora
re-run of the portion of the error.
Notification must be given in time for
the correction in the following issue.
We assume no responsibility for the
same after the first insertion.

WANTED TO BUY

409 GARAGE/YARD/ [N ,..  MISCELLANEOUS 415
RUMMAGE SALE ARTICLES SELL ME YOUR

You are invited to a
"WHITE GLOVE
GARAGE SALE'

Friday, October 23,

Saturday,
October 24. 9 -3.
110 Merriweather

Road, Grosse Pointe

Farms, 48236 All
items: Cleaned,
washed, pressed.
Priced to sell!
Starbucks coffee
maker, clothing:
children's, men's,
ladies. Linens, some
artwork, decorative,
household, stroller,
diaper pail, light
bulbs galore and
much, much,
MUCH MORE

MISCELLANEOUS
ARTICLES

DIRECTV
Switch and save!
$49.99/ month.
Select all- included
package. 155
channels. 1000s of
shows/ movies on
demand. FREE
Genie HD DVR
upgrade. Premium
movie channels,
FREE for 3 mos!
Call 1(844)975-3287

N2

DISH Network.
$59.99 for 190
channels! Blazing
fast internet,
$19.99/ month.
(where available.)
Switch & get a FREE
$100 Visa gift card.
FREE voice remote.
FREE HD DVR. FREE
streaming on all
devices. Call today!
1(833)550-1015

DON'T FORGET-
Call your ads in EARLY!
Classified
Advertising
(313)882-6900 x1
Grosse Pointe News

EARTHLINK high
speed internet.
As low as $14.95/
month (for the first
3 months.) Reliable
high speed fiber
optic technology.
Stream videos,
music and more!
Call Earthlink today
1(855)897-2418

WESLEY
Financial Group,
LLC. Timeshare

cancellation
experts. Over
$50,000,000 in
timeshare debt and
fees cancelled in
2019. Get free in-
formational pack-
age and learn how
to get rid of your
timeshare!
Free consultations.

Over 450

positive reviews.
Call (866)353-4896

COLOR Your Ad

(313)882-6900 x1
Grosse Pointe News

VINYL RECORDS
We buy LP's, 45's
No collection
too large.

We come to you!
RIPE RECORDS
Call 313-469-7479

Property For Rent

701 APTS/FLATS/DUPLEX
DETROIT/WAYNE COUNTY

NON- smoking 2
bedroom lower flat,
Mack/ Outer Driver

area Detroit,
$700/ month.

Senior discount.

313-674-6113

APT/FLAT/DUPLEX
FOR RENT

NON-SMOKING
two bedroom
upper flat, adjacent
to Grosse Pointe.
Flat includes formal
dining, hardwood
floors, laundry,
alarm system,
garage space.
$675/ month
includes heat.
(313)885-3149

708

“Leaf”
yourself
time for other
things...

Time to prepare the yard for winter and
prep for next year. No time? No problem!
The Classifieds have help at the ready, right
from your neighborhood. Check it out...

GIASSILCUS

www.grossepointenews.com/classified

To place your ad now, go online or call 313-882-6900 x1
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PHONE: (313) 882-6900 EXT. 1

WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COM

PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD TODAY!

DIRECTORY OF SERVICES

Some classifications are not required by law to be licensed. Please check with the proper state agency to verify license.

COLOR Match
Tuckpointing
Chimney
Rebuild
Porches
Brick and Block
Patios
Fireplaces
Steps
Stonework
Specialist
RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

MADISON
Maintenance
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,
tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and
insured.
masonrygp88@
gmail.com
(313)885-8525
Cell (313)402-7166

920

Classified Advertising

313-882-6900 ext 1
Grosse Pointe News

586-443-3999
eTuckpointing
eChimney Repair
ePorch Repair
Rebuild
ePowerWashing
eCaulking
eDoor Sills
eDampers
eMasonry Sealants
20% off
Chimney Work
“Rebuilding
Metro Detroit
Brick by Brick"

Homemasonr
solutions.com

CHIMNEY REPAIR

MADISON
Maintenance
specializing in
restoration of
chimneys, porches,

houses, brick walls,

tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and
insured.
masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525
Cell (313)402-7166

997 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 934

911 BRICK/BLOCK WORK {911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK _

REMOVAL

UNWANTED Items-
Moving- Hauling-

Recycling
Red Baron

Enterprises, LLC is

available for any
hauling/ moving
needs. Any

salvageable goods
will be donated or

recycled.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

(313)999-1003
LAKESHORE
PLASTER

New, repairs and

all painting.

Visa & Mastercard

Accepted
Grosse Pointe News

FENCES

FAMILY FENCE
Over 30 years
Commercial,
Residential,
all types
(wood, aluminum,
PVC, pools)
eRepairs
eSenior
eVeteran
Discounts.
When quality and
price make a
difference..
Call FamilyFence
586-298-666
WINTER SNOW
REMOVAL
AND SALTING

LANDSCAPERS /
929 DRYWALL / PLASTERING [ 943 oer crovice/GARDENER

DAVE's

Tree & Shrub

Tree removal/
trimming,
stump grinding.
Free estimates,
20 years.
Senior Discounts
Spring 35% off
Discounts
SAFE

SOCIAL DISTANCING

(586)216-0904

RJR YARD
MAINTENANCE
e FALL CLEAN UP
e Shrub Trimming
e Weeding
¢ General Yard
Clean Up
e Senior Discounts
Reasonable Rates
(586)504-4414

King Crossword

Solution for

DOMINIC's
Stump Grinding.
Backyards
no problem.
Stumps only,
no trees.
Insured.
Since 1972.
(586)445-0225

Weed n Needs
Services For
Aging Citizens
Affordable Prices
Transplanting &
Fall Clean-Up
Garage Clean-out
Meticulous Work
Guaranteed
All the Pointes

(313)802-8768

A affordable price.
Mike handyman.
Electrical, plumbing,
carpentry, hard-
wood flooring,
ceramic, marble,
painting. Roofs,
bathrooms,
basements,
kitchens, decks.
Code violations.
Small or big jobs.
(313)237-7607
(586)215-4388
(810)908-4888
Native
Grosse Pointer.

943 LANDSCAPERS / 945 HANDYMAN 945 HANDYMAN
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

HANDYMAN
specializing in
Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning,
Electrical
and miscellaneous
odd jobs.
Lifetime career
experience,
reference available.
Call Douglas Kehrer
at
586-292-5971.

older home
specialist.

City inspection
repairs. Sewer
cleaning, carpentry,
plumbing, electrical,
plaster, painting,
kitchens, baths,
masonry.
(313)354-2955

See The Classifieds
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954 PAINTING / DECORATING

JOHN'S PAINTING
Interior/Exterior
Repairing:
Damaged plaster,
drywall, cracks,
windows
puttying, caulking.
Fire/Water damage
insurance work.

WE'RE your "to do"
list handymen!
Using a wide- range
of various
handyman tasks,

specialized tools All work
and skills, guaranteed
Red Baron G. P. References
Enterprise, LLC License/Insured
handymen Free estimates

professionals are
just a phone call
away and ready to
accomplish those
daily to-do's that
you never seem to
have time for.
BIG or small we can
handle it all.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

Senior Discount
(313)882-5038

PLUMBING

7 & INSTALLATION

948 INSULATION

SHOWER and
Faucet repairs,
Drain clean outs,
Garbage disposals,
Hot water heaters
and Broken pipes.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

960  ROOFING SERVICES

A quiet home is a
relaxing home!
Blown in Cellulose
Insulation is GREEN,
cost and energy
efficient. Red Baron
Enterprises, LLC will
insulate your home.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

ROOF- Gutters-

I&St Week’S Siding- Trim
New roof
installation.
pU,ZZle 10/15/20 Locate/ repair leaks
G|E[M AlR gVXT_IFERF:%RR/ or damages.
- - RedBaron
ACROSS 38 Suspicious 10 File command by Linda Thistle slo[s[s]1]2]e]a]7 PAINTING. ey
1 Manhandle 41 Pal 11 Transmitted . 1/3(4]6(7(9]|8|2|5 Including drywall, (313)408-1.’]66
5 Kimono sash 42 Hot tub 16 Gloomy SOlutlon for 7|6|2|8|5|4|1]|9]|3|| plaster, paint repair.
8 Hollywood 45 Stereo hookup 20 Card player's s 113lslel7 1232 RedBaron 981  WINDOW WASHING
clashers 46 — bacon call Enterprises.com FAMOUS
12 Otherwise 48 Pod vegetable 21 Janitor |aSt Weeks 6/4/7]9/2/8)3|5 1 (313)408-1166 /
13 Paid athlete 49 Plant bristle 22 Hounds' prey 5|2(8|1]4|3|7]|6]0 _ Maintenance.
14 Swindle 50 Fairy tale bad- 23 Possess 3/7l6l2l8l5l9]1]a L'Cen_sed & insured
15 Glass made of die 24 Bill's partner pUZZ|e 10/1 5/20 >lslelalalils|7]e , o since 1943'
lava 51 Lowly worker 25 Trig ratio STEVE's Painting  Gutter cleaning/
17 Small songbird 52 Thickness 26 Rotating part 415|1]7]9]6]2|3|8]| since 1982. Plaster ~power washing.
18 Series of bat- 53 Chew likea 27 Peculiar repair, wallpaper re-  (313)884-4300
tles chipmunk 28 Scepter 1 7 9 moval, drywall. Me-
19 Individual 29 Like 22-Down ticulous prep, qual-
20 Too thin DOWN 31 Bear hair ity materials, refer- |e1ifif\ THF 71 A(OIFIEN
21 Prompt 1 Cat call? 34 Shaft of light 8 4 2 ences, insured. af- | MUY e \tr)irkey).
22 Evergreen type 2 Actress Jessica 35 Last few notes fordable. Free es- [ ——  ——
23 Happen 3 Cold War abbr. 37 Optimistic timates, senior dis- .
26 Andean vul- 4 Muumuu 38 Buy stuff 6 3 5 1 counts. (586)350- Grosse Pointe News
tures accessory 39 Woodsy walk 1717 (313)882'6900 ext. 1
30 Courts 5 Put one's two 40 Frizzy 'do
31 Email alterna- cents in 41 Cry loudly 5 8 1 3
tive 6 Highland hill- 42 Portent ®
32 Pedestal side 43 Law firm aide, ve I"Y‘I' iN g
occupant 7 Charged bit for short 7 6 5
33 Panacea 8 Early erain 44 From the
35 Golfer's aid England's 20th beginning
36 Rowing need century 46 Upper limit F
37 Junior 9 Mentor 47 Mutt 1 7 6 rom
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 9 10 |11 3 1 5 9
- ; ATo Z
5 2 5 8
18
23 [24 27 [28 |29 Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
0 that each row across, each column down and Fo un d
each small 9-box square contains all of the
33 \
numbers from one to nine.
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45 47 o Mo
_ _ & Moderate 44 Challenging Classifieds.
= =3 € ¢ 6 HOO BOY! Grosse Pointe News

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

ﬂ

10/22/20

[Solution Time: 21 minutes] §

The Grosse Pointe

NEWS is jour
LEADING SOURCE
rLoeal Information

HAVE THE GROSSE POINTE NEWS DELIVERED T© YOUR HOME EVERY WEEK.

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

r

CALLoday! 313343.9578




SECTION D ¢ GROSSE POINTE NEWS ¢ OCTOBER 22, 2020

SUTH ANNIVERSARY

FROM THE PUBLISHER |

STATE TITLES |

SCHOOLS THROUGH THE YEARS

An honorable 80 years

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

The founders of the
Grosse Pointe News, as
well as their successors,
saw the newspaper “as
an institution dedicated
to fostering the continu-
ing sense of community
and the quality of life in
the Grosse Pointes.”

For 80 years, the news-
paper has followed that
mission, reaching resi-
dents’ homes every week,
uninterrupted, since its
first edition was printed
and delivered Nov. 7,
1940.

The newspaper was the
dream of Robert B. Edgar,
a Pennsylvania newspa-
perman who moved to
Detroit with his wife,
Geraldine Parker, after
the paper he worked at in
Scranton closed during
the Depression. During a
night out at Al Green’s, a
popular hangout in 1940s
Grosse Pointe, Robert B.
Edgar met with Anastasia
and Theodore “Teed”
Buhl, who were looking
to invest in a business.
From their meeting,
Anteebo Publishers was
created.

“I have a letter my
father wrote to the Buhls
in 1940, asking them to
back the paper,” said
Lauren Edgar Chapman,
Robert B. Edgar’s daugh-
ter, who was 4 at the
time. “They were willing
to take a chance.

“I'm so grateful to the
Buhls,” she added.
“Without them and their
full support, this couldn’t
have happened. ... I'm
appreciative that my
father and Stasia and
Teed Buhl formed an alli-
ance 80 years ago,
grounded in vision and
respect — a true gift to
the community.”

The newspaper’s first
office was located at the
Punch and Judy Building
at 15 Kercheval. The first
ad the Edgars sold was to
Notre Dame Pharmacy,
Chapman said.

The newspaper’s first
publication was not with-
out issues. A front-page
story from the Nov. 7,
1940, edition explains
how as the paper was
going to press, it was hit
with a shock:

“The offices of the
Grosse Pointe News, a
welter of hustle and bus-
tle trying to get out its
first issue late yesterday
afternoon, was thrown
into a state resembling
panic when the following
letter was hand-deliv-
ered:

‘Information has
reached our Grosse
Pointe Yacht club that
you are about to com-
mence publication of a
periodical bearing the
name, ‘Grosse Pointer.’
This particular name is
the name of our club pub-
lication, which we have
used continuously since
the 14th day of May,
1936, for circulation not
only as a club, but also as
a magazine intended to
cover the social activities
of the entire Grosse
Pointe residential area.
Furthermore, our name,
The Grosse Pointer, has
been registered with the

Library of Congress
copyright office of the
United States.””

With no time to spare,
a new name and banner
were designed. The
paper published the next
day — and every week
since — as the Grosse
Pointe News.

From the start it was a
family affair, with Robert
B. Edgar serving as edi-
tor and general manager.
His father, Mark Edgar,
wrote editorials and
Geraldine Parker sold
advertising. Anastasia
Buhl wrote the column
“Grosse Exaggerations”
under the pen name A.
Pryor.

Chapman and her sis-
ter, Gay, sold subscrip-
tions, while their brother,
Robert G. Edgar, was one
of the newspaper’s first
paperboys.

“The first thing I did
there was sell subscrip-
tions,” Chapman said. “I
was 10 or 12. Daddy
would give me $1 for
every one I sold. It was to
get me out of the house
and into the neighbor-
hood. I didn’t make much
money.”

The newspaper perse-
vered through lean early
years, but soon pros-
pered, which led to the
need for more office
space. In 1945, the news
team moved to a
U-shaped building
designed by Robert B.
Edgar at 99 Kercheval.
The building was so
shaped to fit around one
of the largest elm trees in
the Midwest.

The days in that build-
ing under the elm are
ones Chapman fondly
remembers.

“On Saturdays, [ would
often go to the office with
Dad and was allowed to
flail away at the big old
Royal typewriter in the
outer office,” she wrote
in the Grosse Pointe
News 60th anniversary
special section. “My
father would give me a
pile of inexpensive paper
and I would be enter-
tained for hours banging
the keys and making up
stories of childhood fan-

tasy.
“Mondays and
Tuesdays were — and

still are — the busiest
days at the office and I

FILE PHOTOS

Grosse Pointe News founder Robert B. Edgar.

stayed away or kept my
mouth shut if I showed
up on those days.
However, the excitement
of those days was like a
magnet for me and 1
loved the watch the orga-
nized chaos.”

Chapman said she
often would walk to the
office after being let out
of Richard Elementary
School.

“I would go right up
The Hill and play on the
typewriter after school,”
she said. “When my
grandfather left for the
day, he’d drive me home.
He’d pull the car over if I
made any grammatical
errors and the finger
wagging would start.”

The grammar lessons
came in handy: Chapman
later became a columnist
at the Grosse Pointe
News. For 18 years, she
wrote her “From the
Loft” column anony-
mously.

“I wrote over 1,000 col-
umns and this was before
I had a computer, so I
have very little on record.
I wrote about every-
thing,” she said. “I got
very nice feedback from
people I respected.”

There was much about
those early days

Chapman fondly
recalled, including the
society pages, which
were popular back then.
It was a different time,
she said, when Grosse
Pointe Woods and Grosse
Pointe Park were under-
developed, dogs were
allowed off-leash and
Chet Sampson would
visit Grosse Pointe to
lead a caravan of high
school juniors and
seniors to Hollywood to
meet some of his friends,
like Debbie and Eddie
Fisher and Bing Crosby.

“That was a big thing,”
she said. “Chet Sampson
was a legend in Grosse
Pointe.”

Chapman recalled
Slugger, the stray cat her
father adopted who
“lived in the office during
the day,” she said. “And
most days in the ’50s and
’60s, there were three
poodles. They were the
Buhls’, but they were
with him all day, every
day.

“I remember enlisted
men writing to us when
they were in the Army,”
she continued. “They told
us they looked forward to
reading the Grosse
Pointe News and how
comforting it was when

they were on the battle
lines.”

Chapman has other let-
ters she treasures from
her newspaper days,
including one from W.R.
Cleminson, the 1940s
principal of Grosse
Pointe High School, say-
ing how happy he was
with the paper. It was one
of many letters of acco-
lades the Edgar family
received.

When Robert B. Edgar
passed away in 1979, his
four children became
owners of the newspaper.
Robert G. Edgar, aka
Butch, became publisher.

“Four generations of
Edgars worked there or
were involved with the
paper,” Chapman said,
noting her grandfather,
father, siblings and all
four of her children are a
part of the newspaper’s
legacy.

By 1986, the newspa-
per was on to its next
home, across the street
on The Hill, to a building
constructed on the last
vacant lot at 96 Kercheval.
The team saw many suc-
cessful years there, espe-
cially once their labors
were computerized.

After Butch Edgar died
in 2007, the newspaper
was sold to Grosse Pointe
Shores businessman
Robert G. Liggett Jr., who
owned the paper 10
years. During his tenure,
the newspaper moved its
offices to Grosse Pointe
Woods at Mack and
Aline.

In new hands, the
newspaper continued to
serve residents with
award-winning commu-
nity coverage. But it
wouldn’t be long before
things came full circle.

In a somewhat pro-
phetic column printed in
the Grosse Pointe News’
50th anniversary issue,
Butch Edgar wrote: “I
believe that local owner-
ship gives the Grosse
Pointe News distinction
that cannot be purchased
by newspaper groups or
arm’s-length owners. It
imbues the paper with
continuity as well as a
sense of community
responsibility that
strengthens its links to
the Grosse Pointes and
heightens its sensibilities
in covering the local

The Edgar “children,” from left, Lauren Edgar Chapman, Denny Edgar Gordon, Gay Edgar Ahlgrim and

Robert G. Edgar.

scene.”

In September 2017,
former editor John
Minnis and his wife,
Terry, purchased the
Grosse Pointe News.

Minnis, who joined the
news team as a staff
writer in 1988, spent 19
years at the Grosse
Pointe News, eventually
progressing to editor and
general manager.
Following Butch Edgar’s
death, Minnis worked
with surviving family
members to complete the
sale of the newspaper to
Liggett, who then
brought in his own man-
agement team.

At that time, the
Minnises stayed fixtures
in the community by cre-
ating the popular Grosse
Pointe Magazine, which
this year celebrates its
10th anniversary, as well
as Detroit River Living
and the Insider’s Guide
to the Pointes.

Liggett, at the time of
the sale, said he was
pleased to see the news-
paper go to capable
hands.

“Our goal was to main-
tain this jewel of the
Pointes and I believe we
have done this,” Liggett
said. “In searching for a
new steward of the paper;
I wanted a successor
who shared my enthusi-
asm for my hometown. I
know I have found this
with John and Terry. I
wish them every suc-
cess.”

“We are honored and
humbled that Mr. Liggett
has agreed to let us take
on this historic newspa-
per,” the couple said in
an article announcing
their ownership. “Grosse
Pointe is a unique com-
munity, a small town in
an urban environment.
The Grosse Pointes
deserve — and need — a
newspaper of their own
and we look forward to
continuing that work.”

In recognition of the
founding family, “Robert
B. Edgar, Founder” was
added to the newspa-
per’s masthead.

“I was very happy
when John got back in
it,” Chapman said. “I
want to acknowledge
John and all the years he
was with us and how
happy we were when he
purchased the paper.”

Currently, the Grosse
Pointe News offices are
located on the second
floor of the McCourt
Building in The Village,
at Kercheval and Notre
Dame. As it has since the
start, the award-winning
staff remains dedicated
to fostering the continu-
ing sense of community
and quality of life in the
Grosse Pointes, bringing
news to Grosse Pointe,
about Grosse Pointe, for
Grosse Pointe.

“I’'m proud of the fact
that no matter who’s
been here, they’ve never
missed an issue,”
Chapman said, “even the
time we had to run an
extension cord across the
street during a power
outage. But they did it.

“This has been a part of
my life my whole life and
I'm proud of what they’ve
done.”
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NOV. 7, 1940 — 1t is not
the purpose of the
Grosse Pointe News its
initial number to declare
any elaborate program of
pledges and policies, or
to announce its dedica-
tion to any particular
field of service. Its basic
reason for its appearance
is the belief of its owners
that there exists in this
important community of
the Greater Detroit area,
a need for a progressive
newspaper, giving spe-
cial attention to the inter-
ests and activities of the
Grosse Pointers, with an
increasingly complete
coverage of these mat-
ters.

Goodwill and even-
tempered judgment will
be its sincere sentiment
and open expression on
concerns and issues
treated in its columns. It
will aim to be an
American newspaper in
the broadest and best
sense, entitled to the
goodwill of all men and
women, and, because it
will be clean and whole-
some in tone, and fair
and honest in policy, it
should earn a welcome
into any home in the
community.

The Grosse Pointe
News will be particularly
free, in the untrammeled
position of its owners
and publishers, to effec-
tively serve the people. It
has no backdoor rela-
tions with any clique or
faction, either political,
commercial or social
which might embarrass
it in its will to honestly
speak for the greater
interests of the commu-
nity. It will labor under
no hidden temptation to
evade its civic responsi-
bilities.

It will urge educational
progress and municipal
improvements, but with
constant regard to the
burdens imposed by
additional taxes.

This newspaper will
support organized reli-
gion, and while respect-
ing the different creeds
of all men, will be in
unalterable opposition to
all those man-made
codes of moral and social
philosophy which are
constantly put forward
as substitutes for the
precepts of divine origin
which have descended to
us through the faiths of
our fathers, and to which
the world is indebted
today for all it contains
of moral values.

It believes in the rights
and reciprocal obliga-
tions of employers and
employees, and will
treat both sides with
fairness and candor in
such controversies as
may arise.

The Grosse Pointe
News believes in the
main in the governmen-
tal and economic poli-
cies of the Republican
Party, with the reserva-
tion to oppose its candi-
dates where their
character or capacity
merit the opposition of a
thinking citizenry; or
when its declared
national policy is
opposed by our con-
science and conviction.

The Grosse Pointe
News believes that busi-
ness and production is
essential to the happi-
ness and prosperity of
the people; that its mate-
rial expression is the
only sure avenue to the
abundant life, and that it
offers the only medium
through which we can
attain those spiritual val-
ues of political, religious
and intellectual freedom
whose mass we call the
American scheme of life.
It believes that the wid-
est latitude should be
accorded private enter-
prises, subject only to
such government reser-
vations as may be obvi-
ously necessary for the

FROM THE PUBLISHER

Grosse Pointe News’ inaugural editorial

general welfare.

Its greatest hope is
that it may earn an early
recognition in this area
as an accurate and just
register of its social,
political, religious and
commercial interests
and activities, and earn
its place as a force mak-
ing for better social and
commercial relations,
for better government
and greater opportuni-
ties for material and cul-
tural advancement.

o0

Even with the election
only a matter of hours in
the past, it is not difficult
to already call the roll on
two or three outstanding
factors in the campaign
just finished which puts
Mr. Roosevelt in the
White House for four
years more.

A vast element of the
people who have been
the most defenseless suf-
ferers in the difficult
times through which the
country has lived for the
past decade, were irre-
movably rooted in their
conviction that President
Roosevelt was their
champion against dis-
tress and future insecu-
rity. To them immediate
paternalism and govern-
ment dimmed their
vision or dulled their
capacity to recognize or
even consider the long-
range implications of the
policies of which they
were the immediate ben-
eficiaries, and against
which they were so
strenuously warned dur-
ing the campaign.

The crisis in Europe
which arose with
cyclonic suddenness, in
the spring and early
summer, gave instant
proportions to national
defense as a political fac-
tor which Mr. Roosevelt,
a master strategist, and
from the vantage Pointe

of the Man in Power, was
not slow to use. With
avidity he seized the tail
of the national defense
dog and with a firm grip

funds in work and enter-
prises economically
unjustified, despite a
general record of failure
to achieve his declared

laration he had gone to
town and Mr. Roosevelt’s
conduct of the domestic
affairs of the nation for
eight years, where the

The Grosse Pointe News will be particularly free, in the
untrammeled position of its owners and publishers, to
effectively serve the people. It has no backdoor relations
with any clique or faction, either political, commercial or
social which might embarrass it in its will to honestly
speak for the greater interests of the community.’

thereon, was literally
dragged through an aba-
tis of eight years of fail-
ures, sufficient to utterly
destroy any presidential
candidate in normal
times, across the goal
line for a touchdown

unparalleled in
American political
annals.

He won out through
the barriers of eight
years of failure to restore
employment, through
the increase of the
national debt to astro-
nomical proportions,
against buying the
world’s gold at a pre-
mium of 41 cents on the
dollar, and at the same
time taking from our
own people their gold at
a loss to them of
$2,800,000,000. He won
despite his violation of
every major plank in the
party platform upon
which he originally stood
and was elected; despite
his defiance of the laws
and demand; despite his
use of public funds to
enhance the profits of
private groups in one
economic field, such as
wheat and cotton grow-
ers, and to decrease the
earning of private groups
in another economic
field, as the public utili-
ties.

He won despite a noto-
rious waste of public

objective, despite the
supposed barrier of the
third term inhibition,
which from a century
and a half of observance
was supposed to be erad-
icably imbedded in the
national political con-
science. So might the
hurdles Mr. Roosevelt
took be multiplied
almost indefinitely.

The fact that the sup-
port of public beneficia-
ries, present and
prospective, and the out-
standing place in the
program of national
defense which his posi-
tion gave him, were the
most readily discernible
factors in his election, is
not to imply that Mr.
Roosevelt was not com-
pletely sincere in his
stand in the matters, nor
even to question their
rightness.

There were many on
the sidelines during the
campaign who felt that
Mr. Willkie made a mis-
take in ever permitting
the national defense
question to enter the
campaign. He could
have scotched in the
beginning by a simple,
whole-hearted approval
of all that President
Roosevelt had done, and
affirming in all earnest-
ness that if elected he
would do likewise, or
more so. If with this dec-

field was ready for plow-
ing, he might have gone
farther.

But Mr. Roosevelt is to
be the President of the
United States for the
next four years. The very
essence of the American
democratic plan is that
the wish of the people as
expressed by the major-
ity in a general election,
becomes the basic gov-
ernmental force in the
country. It becomes the
duty of every American,
regardless of his per-
sonal convictions, to
express and act the role
of the true American; to
cooperate with the
Nation’s duly selected
authorities in their
efforts for the solution of
our common problems;
in brief, to act with
whole-hearted loyalty in
helping our President
“make democracy
work.”

Publisher’s note: The
Grosse Pointe News was
not alone in its dislike for
President Franklin D.
Roosevelt. One resident
on Roosevelt Place was
so offended that he sued
the City of Grosse Pointe
to have the street name
changed. His suit was
obviously not successful,
as Roosevelt Place
remains today as origi-
nally named.

POINTERS OF INTEREST

On April 11, 1946, the Grosse
Pointe News debuted its Features
Page, “devoted to the feature of,
about and for local people.”

The page brimmed with items
such as an art column and pieces
like “Questions and Answers Fo-
rum,” “Favoritisms,” “Who Am I?”
and “Who, Where and Whatnot,” a
column by Whoozit. While those fea-
tures have ceased to exit, one item
that debuted on the Features Page
that still has legs is the Pointer of In-
terest, “in which we bring you each
week some local person, pictured
with his or her hobby,” the newspa-
per stated.

The first Pointer of Interest was Lil-
lian Pear, who also supplied the page

with its weekly art column. Mrs. Pear
was an accomplished artist and also
quite active in the community. She
was appointed to the Grosse Pointe
Village Planning Commission and
served as its secretary; was the his-
torian of the Fine Arts Group of the
Michigan Academy of Sciences, Arts
and Letters, affiliated with the Smith-
sonian Institute; was past president
of the Grosse Pointe Artists Group;
was on the State Arts Committee
with the American Association of
University Women and the group’s
chairman of international relations,
among other accomplishments.
Through the years, the Pointer
of Interest feature has ebbed and
flowed. It was printed sporadically

in the 1980s and dropped from pages
in the early 2000s, only to come back
strong in 2015. We haven’t missed a
week since.

The focus of selecting a Pointer of

Interest has changed as well. We no
longer merely look at a person’s hob-
bies. We believe any Grosse Pointe
resident has a story to share that
makes them interesting.
And we’ve had a host of interesting
Pointers through the last 80 years.
Following is a list of all of them, col-
lected to the best of our abilities;
there were glitches when some pag-
es were converted to digital files and
some of our archives are presently
unattainable. Apologies to those
we’ve missed.

1946 1121 Mrs. R. James Vrooman M7 Mrs. Albert Scott 2/26 Mrs. Wendell K. Wheelock 10/21  Mr. & Mrs. Richard Weber 5/26  W.R. Jeeves

1 Lillian Pear 11/28 Eugene W. Lewis 7/24 Mrs. Agnes Lindemann 3/4/48 Emmett Connely 10/28 Mrs.Thomas F Paddock 6/2 Carlos James McKinney Jr.

418 Alfred C. Scott 12/5 Mrs. Paul Maxon 7/31 Adult flower arranging class  3/11 Dede Brier 1/4 Donald Osborne 6/9 Mr. & Mrs. William Kerber

4/25  Nancy Phelps 12/19  Mrs. John Newberry 8/7 Mrs. H. John Crain 3/18  Mrs. Louis E. Vandegrift 1/11  Mrs. Lloyd G. Hooker 6/16  Sally O'Connor

5/2 JohnyS Nev?/berr 12/26  Dr. Alfred Whittaker 8/14 Mrs. Robert M. Kerr Jr. 3/25 Richard R.Tobin 11/18  Albert Dimmer Jr. 6/23 David Beatty

5/9 Mrs Fo.reman Jo};nston 1947 8/21 Mrs. Ward Peck 4an Edward A. Ketterer 11/25  Julie Walton 6/30 Mrs. Emil Leidich

5/16 Ral .hThomas " 8/28 adult millinery class 4/8 Mrs. Virginia Cassil 12/2 Sandra Santmyers 714 Mrs. Guy C. Smith

5/23 Mrsp Haldeman Finnie 172 Lothrop residence 9/4 Mrs. Robert Weber 4/15  Mrs. Julian Purvis 12/9  Ellen Rose Kappel 7/21  Janet Kiefer

530  Dr. Carleton Marinus /9 Robin Glancy 9/11  Mrs. William Bryant 4/22  Mrs. Richard O. Burr 12/16  Mrs. Basil Crist 7/28  Sarah Goddard

6/6 Mr-s Frank Goldie 116 Mrs. C. GllberthIdo 9/18 David Munn 4/29 Shirley AnnYoung 12/23  Paul Slocumb 8/4 George Taubeneck

6/13  Charles Hall 1723 Mrs. Robert E.Thibodeau 9/25  Tom Pearson 5/6 Wilfred A. Lindberg 12/30  Mrs. Kenneth Smith 8/11 Mrs. John S. Goodman

6/20  Joseph Schlotman 1/30  Mrs. James A. Lafer 10/2 adult ceramics class 5/13 Mrs. Clarence Kramer 1949 8/18  Chester Ricker

6/27 Alexgnder Girard 2/6 Mrs. William D. Laurie Jr. 10/9  Lewis Carothers 5/20  Frederick H. Robinson - 8/25  Mrs. William A.Ternes

7/4 Mrs. Ben Marsh 213 Gerald Miller 10/16  Marion Scheaffer 5/27  Clarence D. Floer 1/6 Mrs. Julius Haass 9/1 Mrs. Willliam A. Ternes

721 Harold DuCharme 2/20  Mrs. Walter Meier 10/23  Mrs. William Herbert 6/3 Frederick L. Colby Jr. 113 Bill Heath 9/8 Mrs. Robert E Weber

7118 Mrs. L R 227 NickPhelps 10/30  adult woodworking class 6/10  Jeanne Wylie Torosian 120 Mrs. George Everson 9/15  Frank Moulin

7/25 Arzg}i es;c:erl uwe 3/13  Mrs. Frederick Kidner 11/6  Mrs. Charles Wright Jr. 6/17  Bob Messner 1727 Mrs. Douglas Smart 9/22  Mrs. Ida Borgne

8/1 Barba?z " ehes 3/20  Peter Stalker 11/13  Mrs. Lloyd G. Buccholz 6/24  Mrs. Arthur Ericson 213 Mrs. Arthur Hussey 9/29  Mrs. Millard A. Brown

8/8 A Jof?nson e 3/27  Doris Ann Stover 11/20  Mary Jane Sheaffer 7n William Colburn 2/10  Mrs. Benjamin Marsh 10/6  Kathleen Snow Stringer

815  Gloria Robert : 43 Dick Jackson 11/27  John S. Sweeney Ill 7/8 Lynn Johnston & Ann Hartzell 2/17  Irene Bosch . 10/13  Mrs. Morgan Jay Sherman
O] el 551 4/10  Mrs. Frederick Sloan Ford 12/4  Mrs. Ralph Simonds 7/15  Mrs. Frank N. Moran 2/24  Stephen J. Megregian 10/20 Mrs. Lewis Fisher Brown

8/;2 ﬁ/ll Keézler oy - 417 Mrs. Leon Jacobi 12/18  Alex Allardyce 7/22 Dr. Lester E. Bauer 3/3 Mrs. Frederick J. Schumann  10/27  Mrs. Henry T. Gage

) (Lo L 4/24  Herbert J. Woodall 12/25 Santa Claus 7/29  Mrs. Hugh McTavish 3/10  Edwin K. Hoover 1/3  Mrs.Thornton E. Waterfall

912  AliceTucker o [Seorgellilighes 1948 8/5  Mrs. Charles Browell 317 Betsy Waldbott 11/24  Mr. & Mrs. Bennett Burgoon Jr.
vid Hami oI AduliSpanilicass 8/12  W.HowardT. Snyder 3/24  Tom Allmand 12/1  Mrs. Charles M. Reik Jr.

919 David Hamilton 5/16  Child-parent relationship class 1/1 The Harold F Wardwell home 8/19  Mrs. Gerald Kiefer 3/31  Mrs. McCormick Goodheart 12/8  Mrs. Milton W. Volkens

9/26  Georgia Schneck 5/29  Edna Skelton 1/8 Carlyle Frost 8/26  Mrs. Arthur Renaud 477 Mrs. Henry Bourne Joy 12/15  Mrs. Allen Lomax

10/3  Dr. Lawrence V. Kimbrell 6/56  Mrs. Charles H. Fletcher 1/16  Mrs. John R. O'Dell Jr. 92 Patricia Kronner 4/14  Mrs. William Weed 12/22  Santa Claus

10/10  Mrs. Longyear Palmer 6/12  Clarence J. Messner 1/22  Adult dressmaking class 9/9 Mrs. John G. Benfield 4/21  Milton Setzer 12/29  Jack Navin

10/17  G. McDonald Garrett 6/19  Mrs. Ferris Fitch 1/29  Mrs.Thomas B. Mann 9/23  The Richard A. Forsyth family 4/28  Mrs. Howard French

10/24  Margaret Gifford 6/26  Dr. Hugh Stalker 2/5 Mrs. Otis U. Walker 9/30  Mrs. William Offutt 5/5 Mrs. Alexander L. Wiener

10/31  James Curto 713 adult fly casting class 2/12  Mrs. George A. Schemm 10/7  Mrs. Herbert H. Webb 5/12  Mrs. Henry E. Candler

:1;?4 'L\)ArrSHSSrTSgES' James 7/10  Charles R. Jenks 2/19  JohnVogt 1014  Mrs. Sidney J. Bockstanz 5/19  Rickey Steinheiser
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Notable names help tell Woods story

By Eddie B. Allen Jr.
Staff Writer
GROSSE POINTE

WOODS — While it’s
the newest of the five
satellite cities, how
Grosse Pointe Woods
came to be has a distinct
history. A look at figures
responsible for the ar-
ea’s growth reveals how
their contributions coin-
cide with timelines of its
development. A few
leaders who made their
presence in the city felt
during the past 80 years
include:

4 Jules DePorre — As
mayor of the Village of
Lochmoor, he noted
something peculiar
about the community he
helped develop: Its name
didn’t resemble four oth-
er cities that formed the
nearby Grosse Pointes.

DePorre, a builder by
profession, worked ag-
gressively to promote
the name change and it
ultimately was incorpo-
rated as Grosse Pointe
Woods in 1950.
Recognized as one of the
city’s founders, DePorre
is memorialized today at
the landmark near Anita
Avenue known as Jules
DePorre Park.

¢ Ralph Barton — The
first pastor of Our Lady
Star of the Sea envi-
sioned the parish on
what was vacant farm-
land. The church was
soon built and dedicated
at the site in 1955. Three
years later, the Our Lady
Star of the Sea elemen-
tary school opened, fol-
lowed by a high school.
After experiencing
growth in the congrega-

new church building
opened its doors in

1999.

& Juliette Zaranek —
Like her father, Jules
DePorre, Zaranek devel-
oped a passion for the
community in which she
was raised. She moved
into her childhood home
in the Woods in the
1940s after her husband
served in World War II.
Zaranek went on to sup-
port the Grosse Pointe
Woods Historical
Commission and partici-
pate in various school
and youth groups, often
sharing her stories and
memories with students.
The Woods honored
Zaranek, who died in
2013, with a citation for
her lifetime of work and
devotion.

¢ Sheldon Weisberg
After

Merit Woods Pharmacy
in 1966, the former U.S.
Army pharmacist be-
came known for kind-
ness and generosity to-
ward multiple genera-
tions of customers.
Weisberg was known to
travel the distance from
his home in Oakland
County to the Mack
drugstore to open it for
sick patrons, even after
hours. His soft-spoken
manner and concern for
the community earned
him a city proclamation
in 2006. He retired after
the store was sold in
2019.

¢ Mayor Robert
Novitke — A council-
man since 1977, Novitke
has served as mayor
since 1991, winning nu-
merous re-elections. A
Vietnam veteran,
Novitke has overseen

several city committees
and helped lead some of
the Woods’ most signifi-
cant developments. In
2018, the council unani-
mously voted to name
city hall the Robert E.
Novitke  Municipal
Center.

¢ Vicki Granger —
Since 1997, the educator
has served as a Grosse
Pointe Woods city coun-
cil member. A former
mayor pro tem, she was
the first woman to re-
ceive the John C.
Monigold Award from
Warren De La Salle High
School. In 2018, Granger
was named Community
Service Person of the
Year by the Grosse
Pointe Chamber of
Commerce.

¢ Lisa Fuller — The
president of the Grosse
Pointe Woods

Foundation has led the
vision to enhance neigh-
borhood amenities
through philanthropy
since the organization
was launched in 2008.
Her most recent effort,
supported by faithful
members and donors,
resulted in the 2019
opening of a $160,000
miniature golf course at
Lake Front Park.

¢ Cynthia Douglas —
Elected president of the
Grosse Pointes-Harper
Woods Chapter of the
NAACP in 2019, the
Woods resident has led
initiatives to promote
equality in all five
Pointes. Her leadership
of the chapter in 2020
has included calling for
law enforcement and
city administrators to
address policing policies
toward citizens of color.
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Park landmarks, attractions span decades

By Eddie B. Allen Jr.
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK —
As a community known for its
cultural diversity and neigh-
borhood development, the
Park also has built a reputa-
tion for interesting places to
see and visit.

Particularly the latter half of
the past 80 years has found
transforming growth and his-
torically significant landmarks
emerging in the city. Here are
eight Park sites and venues
residents and visitors might
include on their next sightsee-
ing tour:

& Grosse Pointe Park city
sign — Located on Jefferson
across the street from the en-
trance of the Palmer T.
Heenan Municipal Building is
the sign announcing passage
into the city. Though not as old
as the municipality itself, the
symbol recognizes the Park’s
formal incorporation in 1950.

¢ The Cabbage Patch —
Compared with the interna-
tionally popular 1980s doll
brand, Cabbage Patch Kids,
children from the neighbor-
hood known as the Cabbage
Patch were far less well
known. Generally identified
by its boundaries of Mack,
Wayburn, Jefferson and
Somerset in the northwest
corner of the Park, the
Cabbage Patch emerged in
the early 1900s. The past 80
years have seen it grow into
one of the Pointes’ more di-
verse sections, attracting col-
lege students, single profes-
sionals and businesses that
include cafés and restaurants.
Increasingly, an emphasis has
been placed on affordable
housing in the area, helping to
add character to the neighbor-
hood due to its mix of resi-
dents.

¢ St. Clare of Montefalco
—The Mack Avenue church is
one of the city’s most visible

religious landmarks. The par-
ish’s construction began in
1951 before its dedication in
1953. Enrollment at the
church’s school grew to 1,184
students in 1963, requiring it
to expand. St. Clare remains
an active anchor institution in
the community.

& Boardwalk at Patterson
Park — Inside what’s been
known to long-time locals as
“Three Mile Park” is one of
Patterson’s special attrac-
tions. The George H. Helm
Boardwalk opened along the
shoreline of Lake St. Clair in
1993. The sturdy, planked
construction offers scenic
views of the water and the
surrounding nature in the ar-
ea.

¢ Ewald Library —
Although it’s currently closed
for renovation, the branch is a
treasure in the community. The
Ted Ewald Memorial Branch
opened in 2005, taking the

place of the former Park
Branch at Pierce Middle
School. A fireplace and com-
fortable seating area, computer
stations and special program-
ming during normal operating
hours are among the various
features that make Ewald a
neighborhood library to rival
other metro Detroit facilities.

¢ Tompkins Center — The

first undertaking of the
Grosse Pointe Park
Foundation after it was estab-
lished in 1984, Tompkins re-
mains a key attraction at
Windmill Pointe Park.
Foundation co-founders
Charles S. Tompkins and his
wife, Jean Tompkins, were
central contributors to the fa-
cility that hosts weddings and
other special events for city
residents.

¢ St. Paul AME Church —
Though its doors in the Park
only opened in 2017, the con-
gregation was formed more

than a century ago. Located at
1385 Wayburn, the historically
Black parish led by long-time
pastor, Jeffery Baker, relocat-
ed from Detroit’s Delray
neighborhood, due to planned
construction of the Gordie
Howe International Bridge.
While the congregation has
primarily catered to African
descendants for whom the de-
nomination was founded by
Richard Allen, Baker’s goal is
to make St. Paul AME a multi-
cultural house of worship.

& Kercheval-Wayburn in-
tersection — After five years
of debate and criticism from
Park and Detroit residents,
calls to reopen Kercheval near
the corner for two-way driv-
ing were answered in 2019.
Farmers market barns had
been used to block Kercheval
for what city leadership de-
scribed as commercial activity
in the area, but what struck
others as a symbol separating
poor and affluent residents.

1 9/13 Lucy Ane Wingard
1/795(?2|ara Millar 9/20 Mr. & Mrs. Richard S.
15 Hugh J. Ferr Shencerk
I gh J. Ferry 10/4  Edward A. Batchelor
112 Joseph A. Maiullos Il 10/11  Virginia Snow
- 119 Mrs. Frederick W. Fuger 10/18 Ber?R Marsh
1/26  Jane McClure UL
‘ 22 Mr.&Mrs. HarryW. Short 1925 Harry C.Turrell
| . P . 1N Mrs. Sterling Dockson
S 2/9 Mrs. John Gaine Rumney 1/8 Mr. & Mrs. Langston S.Thompson
AT S i 11715 Mrs. William G. Kirby
- BY . 11/22  Virginia Johnston
3/23  Mrs. Joseph de Grimme 11/29  Elizabeth Prescott
3/30  Mrs. Reese Evans Howard 12/6  Barbara Wick Henr
4/6 Stephen J. Ernst 1213 M. Robert Olp 4
4/13  Mrs. Lamar Creeger 12/20 Santa Claus
4/20 Mrs. Henry B. Joy
4/27 Francis Anderson 1952
5/4 Dr. Walter L. Tuttle 1/3 Allen M. Lomax
5/25 Ernest Stephen Kratzet Jr. 1/10 Mrs. John H. Longley
6/1 Thomas Brien 117 Arthur W. Bull
6/8 M:Z \évjllg?hgﬂf?entgomerv, 1/24  Mrs. Chauncey C. Mowbray
- E.J. r 1/31 Mrs. Harold B. Tyree
Mrs. Fred Osmus 217 Mrs. Lawrence J. Howard
6/15  George Elworthy 2/14  Constant Cavallo
6/22 Mrs. Bernard F Stanbery 2/21 Mrs. George A. Trombley
%239 [B)obRgargg;fda 2/28  Mr. & Mrs. James Bollich
r. Roy 3/6 Jackie B. Stapleton
7113 Mrs. George A. Stevenson &  3/13 Mrs. Edward Miller Apple
- Elrr-ngeod'lgislevenso” Jr. 3/20  Mrs. George G. Matthews
Imer Ulri ) 3/27 Clare E. Briggs
7/27  Richard Durant & family 4/3 Mrs. Gerald W. Chamberlin
8/3 Clarence E. Bleicher 4/10  Mrs. Marshall L. McClung
gﬂg g"’;ﬁ%’f—'ﬂ Barthel 417 Mrs. Louis L. Bambas
u Icking 4/24 Mrs. Joseph Ackerma
8/24 Mrs. Alden Matthews Bu_mett 5/1 ArrI:ne gs( |5|ickey (Suatl:o
8/31 Mrs. _Stanley A. Mackenzie 5/8 Mrs. Joseph F Reha
7 Bonnie Loranger 5/15 Vidar Lindquist
9/14 Mrs. James Ogden 5/22 Adeline Wager
9/21  Ralph S. Farnum 5/29  Mrs. Clark L. Bassett
9/28 Mrs. Frank J. Dimmer 6/5 Maxwell Salisbury
10/5 Mrs. Frank Feely 6/12 Bill Hart
10112 Mrs. John R. Pear 6/19  Mrs. Roy D. Chapin Jr.
10/19  Col. Louis Charbonneau 6/26  Shirley M. Georgi
10/26  Mrs. Wesson Seyburn 7/3 Mrs. William Fries
172 Mrs. Frank Presley 7/10  Mrs. Arthur J. Rohde
1/9 Jacqueline Murphy 7/17  Josephine Van Dolzen Pease
11/16  Mrs. Fred Hauck 7/24 JohnW. Lake
}12//273 }F__%pl?ertHM- (13" 7/31  Mrs. John Maxwell
intan Hen 8/7 Emile Bischofberger
12/14  Hil F. Best 8/14  Emile Bischofberger
12/21  Forrest L. Geary i 8/21 Mrs.Tom Morrison &
12/11  Jim Parker & Marty Weiczorek Capt. Morrison
12/18  Harold M. Edwards 8/28 Julie Harris
12/25 South'sTower Belles 9/4 Barbara Hallis
1 1 911 Mrs. Edward MacCallum
1495 Elizabeth Gould 9/18 Barbara Jean Davenport
/1 Mabel Durham 0/2o s IiiicoorBaceg
118 Dewavla e 10/2 Mrs. Watson Ford
1/25 Mrs Jyohn S. Hammond 10:9 M e duardilofosian
. : 10/16  Mr. & Mrs. Walker Cisler
211 Commodore J. Edgar Duncan 0/23 Mrs. Harold L. Wadsworth
2/8 Mrs. Benjamin O. Shepherd 0/30  James Blashill
2/15 American Radlo_ Relay League 1/6 Mrs. Norwood Meyer
gﬁz Kjv:#cerSR(.SClLZamr:nSst:?r 11/13  Dr. & Mrs. Edgar James
38 Jean'IYa kor 11/20  Mrs. Harold Lyndrup
i 11/27  Mr. & Mrs. David E. Burgess
3/15 Joseph B. Schlotman 12/4 Mrs. Ray M. Whyte
3/22 James W. Bushong 12/11  Chet Sampson
3/29 Mrs. John S. Newberry’sVases 12/18 Chet Sampson Travelers
4/5 Rowdy Richard’s Ragtimers 12/25 Santa Clafls
4/12 Mrs. Edward D. Stair Jr.
4/19 Mr. & Mrs. Wesley M. Rea 1953
4/26 Mrs. Alan Phelps Beebe 11 William B. Hurley
5/3 Martha Ream 1/8 Tom Perry
5/10  Mrs. M. Robert Olp 1/15  Mrs. JamesW. Lee Il
5117 Mrs. John W. Carson 1/22 Jane & Susan Harper
5/24  Mary Jo Olp 1/29  Commodore Anthony R.
5/31 Mrs. George M. Slocum Motschall
6/7 Mr. & Mrs. John D. Leonard o5 Fred Wolf
6/14  Mrs. George Christensen 2/12  Mrs. Norman J. Rogers Jr.
6/21  JohnW. Mulford 2/19  Mrs. Eugene Douville
6/28 Marian Chapin 2/26 Sam Barker
7/5 Cpl. John E. WEInI'f?.ICh 3/5 Mrs. Burns Henry Jr.
7112 Lawrence Westerville 3/12 Mrs. George N. Monro Il
7/19 Mrs. C. James McKinney 3/19 John O. Peters
7/26 British Consul Gen. William  3/76 Virginia Hoelzle
N. Storey 4/2 Pauline Masak
8/2 Hester Wright 4/9 Irene Sutton
gﬁe IJ.t.aRol;eataD- Danforth 4/23  Mrs. M. Frank McCaffrey
oann Yy ) 4/30 Mrs. Philip I. Worcester
8/23 Mrs. Mark Beltaire IIl 5/7 Mrs. Arnold W. Lungershausen
8/30  Mrs. Stark Hickey 5/14  Mrs. Walter R. Hoyt
9/6 Mary Carey & Marcia Chen 521 Mrs. Edwin O. Bodkin
(Tau Beta) 5/28  Mildred Madel Peterson

6/4 Mrs. William Montgomery 1955 9/13 The Grosse Pointe Celebrity Series  5/22 The Rev. George E. Kurz
Adams " 9/20 Mrs. Larry Tisdale 5/29 Maria Roumell
6/11 Mrs. Harry M. Crooks Jr. /6 (Greetings fromthefivemayors) g5 james S.Vaughan 6/5 Joseph |. Moran
6/18  Mrs. Leonard G. Bradley 113 Hilary Whittaker 10/4  Mrs. Lewis M. Leisinger 6/12  Krystn Glancy
6/25 Mrs.WiIIiam H 'Sheppard 1/20 Mrs. William . Krieghoff 10/11 Souby Sales ’ 6/19 Jeanne Whittaker
7/2  David Butler 2 Ml oS 10/18  Mrs. Robert Rigger 6/26  William Champine
7/9 Mrs. Richard W. Allen oD Y 10/25  Mrs.Theodore R. Buttrick Jr.  7/3 Thomas Hallock
7/16  Mrs, Arthur M. Parker Z10 Mrs. Joseph BThompson  41/1~  Mrs. Harold O. Love 7/10  The Rev. Andrew F Rauth
7/23 Jane Savery y 5 11/8 Mrs. Kenneth Koppin 717 Mary Vanden Heuvell
7/30 Mrs. Fred T. Murphy gg"’ m:z g;adrlfshzla.g:more Jr. 11/15  Mrs. Emory Moran Ford 7/24 Penny Weadock
8/6 Donald Anderson & 8 g g 11/22  Alfred Niezychowski 7/31 Lt. Col. & Mrs. H. A. Deck
Kathryn Fenning gﬂg y;ﬁ;gﬁ“fgnﬁgzr'edmh 11/29  John Sweeney 8/7/ Sidney DeBoer
8/13 Walter Hoover YA 12/6 Madame Jean Paul Despar-  8/14  William Reilly McNairn
8/20  Mrs.WendellW. Anderson Jr. /24  Mrs. James G. Morrison met 8/21  Paul R. Baldwin
8/27  Mary Patricia Sherwood 31 Mr. & Mrs. WilliamT. Hunt 35,73 Eqdie Metral 8/28  Fred A. Small
93 Patsyli A LI TN ITETITE 12/20  Leland Lindow 9/4  Mrs. Dan Lee Johnson
9/10 Mrs. George Russel True - ) q 12/27 The Grunyons 9In Jerry J. Gerich
917  The 1954 Holiday House. 4121 The Grosse Pointe Neigh- 9/18  The Rev. William Hammond
414 Barclay Road ' bolhoadiEllb 1957 9/25  Lady James Easton
Y 4/28 Mrs. Charles L. Jacobson i \ :
9/24  Frances Sibley 173 Mrs. Douglas Fisk 10/2  Mrs. Louis P. Gepford
101 Memorial Church’s Women's 22 Paul R. O. Marden 110 Mr. & Mrs. Heinz Kruse 10/9  J. Leslie Berry
Association 5/12 AlbertA. Leclerc 117 Frank R. Cadieux 10/16 Dr.Thomas S. Davies
10/8  Janet Johnstone 519 Mrs. Wood Williams 124 Mrs. Robert A. Cameron 10/23  Mrs. Robert F Weber
10/15  Mrs. Donald M. Carson 5/26  Dr. Alfred H. Whittaker 131 Mr. & Mrs. Jay McCormick  10/30 Mrs. Edward S. Evans Jr.
10/22  Mrs. John S. Foley 6/2  Mrs. A George Abbott 2/7  Ruth B. Hall 11/6  Mrs. Ray Denny
10/29 Mr. & Mrs. Robert Rodgers /2 Mrs. Alfred R. Glancy Jr. 2/14  Mrs.Edward H. St George Moss  11/13  Mrs. Edward Stanley
115 Mrs. William B. Bowman 6/16  Judy Neeriemer 2/21  Mrs.Bernadine SimondsMcEvoy 11/20  Mrs. John Jensen
1112 Margaret Gifford 6/23  Mrs. Wilhelm Fabricius 2/28  Duke Fisher 11/27  Mrs. Charles R. Murph
1119 Frengch Consul Jean Beliard 5/80 Marie Louise Anderson 317 Frank Webb 12/4 Dr. Clarence M.essne[; v
11726 Mary Jane Kosola 717~ Mrs. William M. Schmidt 3/14  David Gnau 12/11  Monsignor Frank J. McPhillips
123 Mrs. C.J. Parducci 714 Mrs. Burt L. Lindzay 3/21  Jean Pearson 12/18  The Spirits of Christmas
12110  The Jugs 7/21 Mrs. Michael J. Chargot 3/28 Mrs. B. C. Kindi Frn
1217 Edwin B Horan 7/28 - Commodore William O'Neill 42 = Mrs. C. V. Blackburn Jr. 12/25  Helen Connolly
AT 4/11 Dr. Walter & Dr. Marga Bae!
A1 f/larr;taR(i:cIﬁ:rsd 0. Burr Jr. 8/4a  Mrs. Frank Wylie 418 CharlesM.Reikdr o 1959
’ ' ' 8/1  Louise Lockeman 4/25  William Murray 17 Dr. Chester S. Bogan
1954 8/18  Mrs. Morgan Sherman 5/2 Mary Jane Hoesch 1/8 Curly Ghesquiere
17 Richard Jeeves 8/25  Nancy Ann Hirsch 5/9 Bert H. Wicking 1715 Mrs. Peter Dixon
114 Mrs. J. Charles Markley Jr. ~ 9/1 Jack Grenard 5/16  Mr. & Mrs. Baker Johnson ~ 1/22  Mrs. Edward Jurges
1/21 Mrs. John W. McEachren 9/8 Mrs. Gustave Lankow 5/23  Ann Forster & Skip Johnson 1/29  Trudy Proefke
1/28  Mrs. Robert Looker 9/15  Jane Slade 5/30  John Finch 2/5 Mrs. John Denler
2/4 Mrs. Charles F Hammond ~ 9/29  Mrs. Wallace Temple 6/6 Edgar Yaeger 2/12  Dr. Fu-Nan Hu
2/ Mrs. Frank Kuhn 10/6 Thomas Nester 6/13 Mr. & Mrs.Thomas Locicero  2/19 The Rev. Marcus W. Johnson
2/18  Bernadine Simonds McEvoy 10/13  Mrs. Frank Coolidge 6/20  Mrs. Robert Kales 2/26  Dr. H. Leroy Selmeier
2/15  Madame Pierre Coutil 10/20  Dr. Frank Fitt 6/27  Mrs. Edwin S. Barbour 3/5 Dr. Edwin J. Hammer
3/4 Mrs. J. Arthur Mullen 10/27  Maureen Wicke 7/4 Mrs. Wilson W. Mills 3/12  Eileen Cross
3/11  Mrs. Clarence D. Blessed 11/3 ~ Mrs. James Huntington 7/11  Penny Londes 3/19  Mrs. Eric da-Rin
3/18  Mrs. James M. Fisher 11710 Mrs. Bayard Kurth 718  Edward Lauer 3/26  Mrs. Frederick Schumann
3/25  Mrs. Frank Banks Ware 1/17 Mrs. Charles Beltz 7/25  Mr. & Mrs. Watson Ford 4/2 Ted Hinz
4/1 Mrs. Daniel W. Hembel 1/24  Mrs. Karl O.Vanleuven Jr. g/ William A. Petzold Jr. 4/9 Mrs. John D. Benfield
4/8 Nan Maxwell 12/1 Mrs. Henry R. Klein 8/8 Virginia Schneck 4/16  The Rev. Charles W. Sandrock
4/15  Mrs. Hansel Wilson 12/8 ~ Mrs. Jack A. Doerr 8/15  James J. Meehan 4/23  Mrs. Leonard S. Rosenfeld
4/22  Lillian McMath 12/15  Mrs. Herbert V. Book Jr. 8/22  Mr. & Mrs. Pierre Palmentier 4/30  Mrs. Paul G. Hykes
4/29  Mrs. John E.Young 12/22 Mr. & Mrs. F. HaroldTitus 8/29  Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Malntosh 5/7 Mrs. William D. Byron Jr.
5/6 C. Henry Haberkorn Ill 12/29  (Recap of the year’s POls) 9/5 Mrs. Alfred J. Fisher Jr. 5/14  Mrs. Henry Ford II
5/13 Mrs. Berrien Eaton Jr. 1956 9/12 Mrs. Leo Gignac 5/21 Frederick S. Ford Jr. &
5/20 Elizabeth Swancoat Buell 5 = 9/19 Dr. James Bushong Horace Caulkins Ford
5/27  ClarenceV. McQuire U DI a3, [t 9/26  Camilla J. Ayers 5/28  Judge Joseph J. Belanger
6/3 M. & Mrs.William Bundesen /12~ Mrs. Donald C. Stevens 1053 Elizabeth Ferguson 84 John Chandlerdr 2
6/10  Mrs. W. Hurst Montee /19 VIS Vil plE s 1010 Mrs. William 1. Yeager 6/11  Mrs. William C. Loud Jr.
6/17 Mrs. H. Richard Fruehauf Jr. 127 10/17  Mrs. Ben Beyer 6/18 Dr. H. Warren Dunham
6/24  Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Carloni 22 Mrs. William C. Russell 10/24 The Rev. EdgarYeoman 6/25  Mrs. Perry L. TeWalt
71 The Claude C. Gage family Sy RO 1031 Norbert Neft 72, Mrs. John D. Cannon
7/8 Patricia Van Houten o 1/7 Mrs. Robert D. MacDonald 7/9 Mrs. William F Pishalski
7/15  Mr. & Mrs. John M. Fisher ~ 2/23  Henrietta Bodycombe 11714 Nels D. Nyman 716 The William Alcott family
7/22  Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Dahl yu pr.&Nrs. J Hilliard Hicks  17/51  Theodore G. Osius 7/23  Ruth Hutton Ancker
7/29 Mrs. R. Alex Wrigley Y q 11/28 Mr. & Mrs. Don Simmons 7/30 Mrs. Raymond L. Colby
8/5 Sylvia Bennett 3/15 Mrs. Leon J. Jacobi 12/5 Nada McClenahan 8/6 Mrs. Lester . Ruwe
8/12 NLIIie May Ashmore ggg mi—zh?/?#(l:-‘ér:tD;dB" ?tléf_ller 12/12  Harvey Fouchey 8/13 Hen.ry Boetti.nger
8/19  Mrs. John F Hering bile Mrs'v\}.”.am B L‘a‘ne Y 12/19  Our Christmas Lady Bountiful 8/20  Mrs. Edward A. Wishropp
8/26 Mrs. Alexander W. Blain 412 Mrs' G;yllordw Gillis Jr. 12/26  Mrs. Francis E. Brossy 8/27 Philip D. Jursek X
o MreRusol i Cocea™™ 419 Mr &Mrs. John N. Bodkstanz 1958 917 Mre. Joeont hotan
9/16  Shirley Davis & aZs Wl Wil [, Q) 12 The Rev. Hugh White 9/24  Dr. Marshall C. Jameson
Hazen J. Schumacher Jr. gﬁo m::.\goo%uéf Bégr:ouse 179 Dr. Editha Sterba 10/1 Mrs. DonT. Galvin Jr.
el 116 Tom Schanke i
ggg l?/lrrestcgﬁr':el_re: ﬁg?kl':eder il Mrs. Donald W. Jennings 1/23 Mrs. Mark C. Stevens 187135 '(I;ﬁtehsgcelg—ea;ram deHeus
10/7  Mrs. Charles E. Kell T2 Clan i 1/30  Charles Saltzer Atwood
10/14 Mrs. Frank H V.\Ihittgn el Mrs. John Churchill 2/6 Ken Kurtz 10/22  Mrs. Arnold W. Lungerhausen
10/21 Mrs. Lawren'ce Leadbitter & Mrs. Earl I. Heenan Jr. 2/13 Arthur Louwers 10/29 Mrs. John L kenosver
10/28  The James M. Earl famil @s I Eeli el 220 Mrs. AlbetTipton 1/5  Mrs. Phelps Newber
11/4 Mrs. Anthony‘Moody Y o rankIGavatalgh 2/27 John P D. Cannon 112 Mrs: Donapld S Browrr¥
1111 Richard V. Anderson @7 W, JehE e 3/6  Dick Roeckelein 1119 Mrs. Allan Shelden Il
1118 Mrs. James Garza U Wil DRk ) 3/13  Mrs. Cyril H. Moore 11/26  Mrs.Thomas Burns
11/25  Mrs. Charles B.Warren Jr. /12 Mr. & Mrs. Arch L. Rankin  3/20  Mrs. Francis McGinty 12/3  Mrs. Kenneth Strang
12/2  Mrs. Aaron E. Wilcox /i ciicsINECols 3/27  Marion Campbell 12/10  William Mehegan
12/9  Commodore Warren H. Farr /26 Mrs. H. Ray Will 413 Mrs. George H. Zimmerman  12/17  Sigma Gamma Association
12/16  Peter J. Gallette gg Enc:ri.n‘i?)dmoez '\l\ﬂgers G. Gaski 4/10  The firemen of the City of 12/24  Santa Claus
12/2 | C I A7) (e fla) Grosse Pointe 12/31 ior Men's Cl f
12;38 ?&%Z B::rfecker Jayne 8/16  Sister Mary 4/17  Theodore Groat " gfglsc;; Pgir:wiec -
e, Neme Déwne (Bon Secours Hospital) 4/24 Ethel M. Tucker
T R Y o 823  Mrs. Russell H. Lucas 5/1 Russell P. Livermore
N o Mare tuchoa 8/30  Betty Wall 5/8  Mrs. Hall Lippincott
Il LN (RIS 9/6  Mrs. Harry Marco 515  Mrs. Frederick S. Ford Jr.
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Through the years: A look back on eight decades in the City

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

CITY OF GROSSE
POINTE — When the first
issue of the Grosse Pointe
News was published Now.
7, 1940, the City of Grosse
Pointe was the only one of
the Pointes to already be
established as a city, hav-
ing done soin 1934.

The new decade began
with a voter-approved
amendment to the city
charter, changing the elec-
tion of council members
from two-year terms to
four-year terms.

The city was recognized
as the safest community
of its size in the country
by the American
Automobile Association
in 1942, the same year
council banded together
in November to prevent
Mayor Mason P. Rumney
from resigning after being
called into aircraft pro-
duction service by the

U.S. Army. Rumney said
all his time now belonged
to the government and
continuing as mayor
would only be possible if
each councilman would
be willing to practically
take over all the city’s
business that came within
his department. The coun-
cilmen readily agreed.

Initially set up as a con-
venience for Pointers dur-
ing the holiday mail rush,
the first post office in the
Pointes was established
on Maumee as a branch of
the Detroit General Post
Office in 1944.

In more somber news,
12-year police and fire
commissioner Hugh J.
Ferry resigned in 1943, cit-
ing a lack of cooperation
received from city council,
and Mayor Ralph B.
Netting lost both his par-
ents in a car accident near
Flat Rock in August 1947.

While the ’50s mark the
death of Officer Charles

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE GROSSE POINTE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The Isidore Cadieux Farmhouse, built in 1850 in
Detroit, has been moved several times. Its last move
from Notre Dame and Jefferson was on July 9, 2014,
when it was relocated to a lot in the 500 block of St.
Clair in the City of Grosse Pointe.

VanCollie, who died in the
line of duty, the decade
also brought about vari-
ous intergovernmental
initiatives with the Farms.

The city showed inter-
est in combining its fire
department with the
neighboring city in 1951,
but efforts that did come
to fruition included a new
boundary line between
the two cities in 1954, in
the middle of Fisher from
Jefferson to Mack — the
prior boundary was
formed when the Farms
detached itself from the
Village of Grosse Pointe in
the 1890s — an agree-
ment to buy its water from
the Farms in 1955 and the
mutual fire-aid pact
between the Pointes and
Harper Woods in May
1959.

The year finished out
with amendment changes
making the positions of
city clerk, treasurer, asses-
sor and constable appoint-
ive rather than elective.

The city park was
named for Norbert P. Neff,
village and city clerk since
1921, in February 1960,
just six months before he
died. A voter-approved
$165,000 bond passed in
November paved the way
for a swimming pool,
shower building and other
park improvements.

Making the switch to a
city manager form of gov-
ernment, Lawrence C.
Savage, former city man-
ager of Cheboygan, was
appointed the first city
manager Aug. 22, 1960.

The city’s administra-
tion offices made the
move across Maumee into
a $48,400 addition at the
back of the police and fire
department building in
October 1962. With the
move, the Unitarian
Church agreed to build on
the old site, so the city
could sell the church’s
previous location on
Jefferson.

In 1963, fire marshal
George N. Coriden died

Kercheval ...
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Cunningham’s Drug Store was originally on the corner of Notre Dame and

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

... Kroger sits there today at 16919 Kercheval in The Village.

Richard Tucker was killed
in the line of duty while
fighting an arson fire in
the Park in 1978.

Not to be overlooked,
the '70s also brought
about the creation of the
beloved annual Grosse
Pointe Santa Claus
Parade.

Entering the "80s with a
significant switch to city
operations, the public
safety department was
established through com-
bining the police and fire
departments into one and
cross-training employees
in both disciplines. Later
in the decade, a Crisis
Response Unit to be called
for incidents such as hos-
tage situations, was
formed between the five
Pointes and Harper
Woods, followed by the

1988.

Marina fees at Neff
Park were increased 30
percent in 1989, and
another 15 percent in
1990, to pay for dredging
the harbor, which cost
$84,000, not including
engineering expenses.
Also bothering residents
at the start of the decade,
due to concerns with free-
dom of speech, was an
ordinance for non-com-
mercial political signs,
dealing with size, number
and length of time they
can be displayed.

On a more positive
front, curbside recycling
was implemented in the
Pointes and Harper
Woods in 1991, and in
early 1992, the city pur-
chased the residential
property next door to city

the city made the move to
privatize its ambulance
service.

After celebrating its
100th anniversary in 1993,
the city approved a $1.2
million plan the following
year to renovate the
municipal building by
moving the court and
council chambers down-
stairs to the ground level,
with the second floor to be
converted to facilities for
female public safety offi-
cers. The residential
duplex next door would
be revamped into handi-
cap-accessible city offices.

As the new century
began, 35-year city man-
ager Tom Kressbach
retired, 21-year assistant
manager Christine
Bremmer left to become
the city manager of West

suddenly of a heart attack 911 emergency telephone hall with intentions to Bloomfield and Susan
while on duty. A little over system being installed expand its municipal
PHOTO By RENEE Lanpuyr @ decade later, firefighter throughout the Pointes in offices. That same year, See CITY, page 5D
1960 9/28 Mrs. Wendell W. Anderson Jr. 5/16 The Rev. JohnW. Estes Jr. 1/28 Maynard Hammond 10/13  Mrs.T. B. Steadman 5/23  The RobertT. Barrett family
177 Clara Millar 10/5 Mrs. Robert Orr 5/23 William B. Goodsmith 2/4 Ben Miller 10/20  Mrs. Ross Wilkins 5/30 Mrs. Joseph W. Caskey
114 The Rev. Erville B. Maynard 10/12  Mrs. lvor D. Harris 5/30 Albert B. Blixt Jr. 2/m Isabelle M. Pohlabel, James  10/27 George N. Monro llI 6/6 Mr. & Mrs. Peter Stalker Il
— 1721 Nt J-ansson N-obiliy 10/19  Mrs. lvor J. Menzies 6/6 Mrs. Albert Johnson E. Ireton & Alan E. Schaefer ~ 11/3 Mrs. GordonT. Ford 6/13 GPPSS retiring prof. staff members
1/28 TG 10/26  Adele Huebner 6/13 Florence Cumings 2/18 Mrs.Thomas F. Morrow 11/10  Mr. & Mrs. William C. Porter  6/20 Special Education Volunteer
- 21 Mrs. Willis Bugbee 1172 Mrs. Robert Kanzler 6/20 Mr. & Mrs.Thomas E. Loughlin = 2/25 Joe Pehrson 1117 Mrs. Adolf Rossel Program officers
| 218 Fred. Kerb 9 11/9 Mrs. Rex L. Brophy 6/27 Lawrence J. Kennedy 3/4 Mrs. Allen Neef 11/24  Mrs. Frank Couzens Jr. 6/27 Mrs. Maurice G. Declercq
| 2/25 Gre Taub\éneck 11/16  Mrs. Walter Koste, 7/4 Mrs. Albert D. Law 3/ John Carrico 121 Mrs. Berthold A. Treiber 7/4 Mrs. Herbert A. Wendt
I 33 Will?am R. DeBaeke Mrs. Howard K. Face & 7M Floyd Hinsby 3/18 Helen Blair 12/8 Chris Klein 7/Mm The Ronald L. Phillips family
310 Senior Girll Scouts Mrs. Spencer James 7118 Mr. & Mrs. Robert F Roney 3/25 Mrs. Leo Marx 12/15  Dr. Joseph E.Tapert & 718 The William R. Ludwig family
3117 Mrs. Henry Taylor Bodman 11/23  Mrs. Warren L.Trafton 7125 Mrs. Paul Keller Jr. an Mrs. Charles Beltz Robert E. Brown 7/25 Mrs. Cyril A. Grobbel Jr.
3/24 PauI.Whegery 11/30  Mrs. George Grasser 81 James Passanante 4/8 Edward J. Person 12/22 The Grosse Pointe Teenager  8/1 Jeff Watts
3/31 i, et 12/7 Albert M. Trowbridge 8/8 Fred Kotcher 4/15 Mrs. Lawrence D. Buhl Jr. 12/29  Arthur Werner 8/8 Dr. Gene B. Montague
a7 EarI.R T 12/14  Allen Chase 8/15 Ernest F Lang 4/22 Mrs. Anthony Bagnasco 1967 8/15 Rick Gross
414 e W'inkler 12/21  Christmas 8/22 Mrs. Donald Currier 4/29 Mr. & Mrs. Ebert O. Warren — 8/29  The Albert Welch family
4721 Pat Sutton 12/29  John & Jeff Mason 9/5 The Rev. Lyman Stookey 5/6 Vernus Weot &Ted Vernier 1/5 Militta Roemer 9/5 Dr. Joseph Spagnoli
428 Mrs. George Van Lokeren 1962 9/12  Visiting teachers 5/13  Frances French 1712 Janice Altman 9/12  Mrs. Richard C. Hudson
- 2801 ! 9/19  Arthur & John Reaume 5/20  Dr. Ralph Rupp 1719 Mrs. William M. Walker Jr.  9/19  Mrs. Sterling P. Berry
5/52 II\Dllrsé(V'\\I/:Ifnd CNMCLaUQh“.n /4 Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Zurstadt ~ 9/26  Chet Sampson 5/27  Edward J. Hickey Ill 1/26  Charles D. Heise 9/26  Mrs. Urban W. Boresch
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326 Cynthia Bearaan 1718 M.William Mason 10/10  Mrs. Arthur Buhl Hudson 6/10  Mrs. J. Stewart Hudson 2/16  The CalvinT. Magill family ~ 10/10  Mrs. Gilbert Hudson
8 Myrs Olive Millin 1/25  Roosida Lubis 10/177  Mr. & Mrs. B. Dale Davis 6/17  Mrs. Claude A. Greiner 2/23  Mrs. James A. Humphreys Jr. 10/17  Lawrence F. Du Mouchelle
89  Jack Moran 21 Mrs. Bernard Whitley 10/24  Dr. & Mrs. Laszlo Boehm 6/24  Cliff Lundgren 3/2 Chief Jack F Roh 10/24  Leona D. Liddle
616 Mrs. Josenh G. Standart Jr. 28 Lansing M. Pittman 11/14  Alfred R. Glancy Jr. 7N Madame Jean Le Direach 3/9 Mr. & Mrs. Paul J. Krogh 10/31  Mrs. David N. Spierling,
623 Mre. Campau Kottomhofen 215 Harold Neff 11/21  Charles Verheyden 7/8 Mr. & Mrs. Frank J. Sladen Jr.  3/16  Dr. & Mrs. Robert E. Booth Mrs. Allen M. Lomax & Mrs.
6/30  LaurieWi ple 2/22  Mrs. George M. Ryerson 11/28  Mrs. C. Bradford Lundy Jr. ~ 7/156  Mrs. Charles D. La Fond 3/23  Mrs. Paul Decker Douglas Campbell
717 Robort Blgink 3/1 Mrs. Edward S. Wunsch 12/5  Mrs. Donald Lescohier 7/22  Senior Girl Scouts 3/30  Mrs. HenryT. E. Munson 1/7  Mrs. Earl G. Deary
714 Officer James Cronin 3/8 William J. Dennes 12/12  Andrew Balas 7/29  Kenneth Kurtz 4/6 Mrs. Leroy Temrowski 11/14  Mrs. Andrew W. L. Brown
) At 3/15  Janet George 12/19  Mr. & Mrs. GariW. Kersten ~ 8/5 Lillian Hogue 4/13  Mrs. Ronald V. Juchau 11/21  Mrs. Weston Jenkins Jr.
7/21 Ferdinand Cinelli 3/22  Mrs. John B. Hastings 12/26  The Holiday Children 8/12  The Aristochords 4/20  Dianne Dilloway &Todd Keller 11/28  Mrs. J. Ross Bush
228 e ReySames DANon 329 Chester G. Marshall 8/19  Joyce Vanneste 4/27  Frank Banach 12/5  Mrs. Michael C. Burke
g4 Mrs.GeorgeA Schemm  4/5  Mrs. Arthur G. Sherman Jr. 1964 826 Mrs. Frederick Fordon 54 Mrs. Charles Dawood 1212 Mrs, Thomas C. Fox
8/ J. A “Jack” Tompkins 4/12  Mrs. E. C. Bowen 1/2 Alberta Davis 9/2 Wilfred “Toot” Gmeiner 5/11 W. Gardner Strawbridge 12/19  Marie R. Granger
8/18  Dr. Douglas A. Sargent 4/19  Elsa Purdy 1/9 Commodore Edward C. Baganz g/9 Grosse Pointe Braille Club 5/18  Mrs. Douglas L. Smart 12/26 Mrs. Hugh Janes
8256 James A. Herrington 4/26  Mrs. Kennard Jones 1/16  Clarence L. Candler M.D. 9/16  Herbert J. Shanks 5/25  Charles W. Casgrain Il
91 Dr.Woodburn O: Ross 53  Mrs.William J. Champion Jr. 1/23  Ria Brouwers B o 61  Mr. & Mrs. William Klingbeil 1969
9/8 Sharon Harness 5/10  Mrs. Edna Lee Root 1/30  JamesTamburini 9/30  Frances J. McCann 6/8 GPPSS retiring teachers 1/2 Thomas K. Fisher
9/15  William H. Kessler 5/17  FrankW. Donovan 2/6 Mrs. Donald Blomquist 1077 Mrs. Richard M. Kimbrough ~ 6/16  Sgt. Frank Dansbury 1/9 Mrs. Thomas |. Young
9/22. Mrs. Raymond Baer 5/24  John Lackner 2/13  Lloyd C. Nyman 10/14  Teddy Ewald 6/22  Mrs. Don R. Ford 1/16  Mrs.JohnF. Hering & Mrs. C. A. Norton
9/29  Paul K. Butterfield 5/31  Mrs. William H. Klingbeil 2/20  Mrs. Victor Wertz 10/21  Cindy Szady 6/29  Virginia Leonard 1/23  Richard W. Kay
10/6  Mrs. Al Meyer 6/7 Mrs. William H. Sigsworth Jr.  2/27  Mrs. Lincoln Maire 10/28  Mrs. M. Whitney McCutcheon, 7/6 Mrs. Ernst Rodin 1/30  Mrs. Charles A. Parcells Jr.
10713 Mrs. Jesse R. Pitts 6/14  Agnes Crow 3/5 Mrs. William D. Laurie Jr. Mrs. Earl H. Quick & Mrs. 7/13  Alfred DuBan Bruce 2/6 Mrs. R. Alexander Wrigley
10/20  Ernie Harwell 6/21 Lee Malcolm 3/12  Mrs. Paul D. Bagwell Donald P Schuur 7/20  Mrs. Robert F Sullivan 2/13  Mrs. J. Howard Kay & Mrs.
10/27  Mrs. Lawrence Gotfredson Jr. /28 Mrs. John W. Nelson 3/19  Harvey G. Fouchey 1/4 Helen Zissis 7/27  Mrs. Stephen Smith & John A. Formella
n3 Mrs. Benjamin W. Stockwell  7/5 Susan Hykes 3/26  Dr.Hugh Compton Riddleberger 1111  Rear Admiral Leon John Mrs. Miles O’Brien Jr. 2/20  Frances Fitzgerald, Irene C.
11710 Mrs. Stanley C. Smith 7/12  George deCaussin 4/2 Dr. Paul Rickard Jacobi, USNR retired 8/3 Mrs. Loyal W. Jodar Cotzias & Martha Schick
i1/17gekloydiS{ilion 719 Alicia Annas 4/9  Mrs. Robert J. Whitty 11/25  Mrs. Douglas L. Paterson  8/10  Dr.Theos I. Anderson 2/27  Gabrielle Sack & Maria Felix
11724 Jean Mizer 7/26  Mrs. Harrold A. Beatty 4/16  American Field Service Student 12/9  Mrs. Robert D. Warner 8/17  Cherie Moore 3/6 Mrs. George P. Johnson Jr.
12n Mrs. Walter J. Burczyk 8/2 Dr. Randall M. Whaley Exchange Program students 12/16 Robert S. O'Leary 8/24  Mrs. Phillip L. Rahm 3/13  Dr. John Hoskins
12/8 ~ Mrs. Herbert Epstein 8/9 Tigers’ wives (Mrs. Richard ~ 4/23  Mrs. Gerard Stattery 12/23 The ChristmasTree 8/31 Mary Jo Quigley 3/20  Mrs. Lyman Larrabee Jr. &
12/15  Grosse Pointe Newcomers Club Ferrell, Mrs. Victor Wertz & 4/30  Mrs. DonaldT. Hughes 12/30  Ray O'Keefe 97 Mrs. James M. Pierce Jr. Mrs. David E. Halter
12/22 Grosse Pointe Mrs. Robert Scheffing) 5/7 J. Cullen Kennedy 9/14  Mrs. H. Justin Davidson 3/27 Mrs. Jack Brophy
12/29  JackThorpe 8/16 Laura Zolad 5/21 Henry Ledyard 1966 9/21 Scott Wing &Todd Nouse 4/3 Tom Omalev
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1/26 Johﬁ H Gillis 9/13 Mrs. Leonard Slowin ing from the school district 2/3 Mr. & Mrs. Carl A. Nolte 10/26  Mrs. William C. Potter & 5/8 Mrs. James E. St. Denis &
2/2 Grant Armstron 9/20 JeanTaylor & Helen F. Finster  6/18 Clarence LaPearl 2/10 Mrs. John Lesesne Mrs. W. Colburn Standish Jr. Mrs. Richard J. Langs
2/9 Mrs. Elwood St?e o 9/27 Dr. Massoud Sooudi & 6/25 Mr. & Mrs. Elmore W. Frank  2/17 Esther M. Ricks 11/2 Mrs. Del S. Chalmers & 5/15 Mrs. Clarence Maguire
2116 Mrs. 'ArthurW Buﬁ Dr. Syrus Heravi 712 Mrs. Wilber M. Brucker Jr. 2/24 Kathy Hookanson Mrs. Gordon R. Maitland Jr.  5/22 Angela Cody & Ann Hurley
2/23 Gar. O . 10/4 Mrs. H. Ripley Schemm 7/9 Dr. Armin Grams 3/3 AnnVan Goethem 11/9 Mrs. WilliamT. Ireland 5/29 GPPSS retiring teachers
3/2 Tho\r/nas Flahert 10/11  Mrs. B. Courtney Rankin 7/23 WilliamY. Gard 3/10 Mrs. CharlesT. Cudlip 11/16  Andrew A. Polscher 6/5 Jim Danaher
3/9 William Manmeyr 10/18  Mrs. W. A. Riddell 7/30 Joseph G. Black 317 Mr. & Mrs. Rex Ciavola 11/23  Mrs. Charles J. Burke 6/12 Mrs. James Webers
316 DTS LES 10/25 Mrs. Nelson Holland 8/6 Mr. & Mrs. Robert B. Powers  3/24 Retiring GPPSS administrators 11/30  Emily Martin 6/26 Mrs. Mark Valente Jr.
3/23 Madame Alain Chaillous 11 Mrs. John N. Lord & 8/13 Cynthia Goyette 3/31 George Foster 12/7 Dr. William Craig 7/10 Bertram P. Shover
3/30 Mrs. Edward F Lambrecht Jr. Mrs. Richard P. Joy Jr. 8/20 Mrs. Edward Henkel Jr. 477 Mrs. Frederick K. Cody 12/14  Mrs. Sheldon Drennan v Walter W. Faust
46 Mrs. Fred Flon:1 T 11/8 Elton A. Eckstrand 8/27 Mrs. Joseph H. Spitzley 414 Exchange students 12/21  The Grosse Pointer 7/24 Mrs. CharlesT. Fisher IlI
413 Mrs. e B Reares 11/15  Dr. Charles H. Wilson 9/3 Mrs. Jack B. Frey 4/21 Mrs. William Bokram & 12/28 Mrs. Willard S. Smith 7/31 Richard R. Schott
4/20 Mrs. Arthur A berre 11/22  Mrs. Emery O. Jodar 9/10 Nathan B. Goodnow Mrs. Richard Wallace 1968 8/7 Susan Scott
4/27 Bill Me s . 11/29  Edgar A. Krattli 917 Mrs. Lee Carrick 4/28 Mrs. George E. Blake - 8/14 Mr. & Mrs. Douglad Gmeiner
5/4 Mrs CPYarIes Huber 12/6  Mrs. William A.Ternes 9/24  Mrs. William R. Gillette 5/5 Mrs. Oscar Teeg 174 Harriet McEntee 8/21  Mrs. J. C. Hurley
51 Mrs. Peter Luzi 12/13  Phouang “Jim” Sananikone  10/1  Robert B. Evans 5/12  Royal C. Hayden Jr., M.D. 1711 Mrs. James Durkin 8/28  Mrs. William W. Cunningham
518 Mrs. James B.Webber Jr 12/20 Thomas V.Trombly 10/8  Mrs. William Scripps 5/19  Retiring GPPSS teachers 118  Mrs. Robert Vallee & 9/4 Ray Unks
525 Mrs. Williamn Clay Ford 12/27  Thomas V.Trombly 10/15  Diana Levering, Dorothy 5/26  Nelson Welch Mrs. Gerald Jorgenson 9/11  Raymond P. Robbins
e Mre. Richard A g sor 1963 Rieven, Jeannie Elowsky &  6/2 Mr. & Mrs. William D. Dahling 1/25  Mrs. Harvey O. Dixon Jr. 9/18  Nathanael Andersen
68 Peter Monroe Jug Tioton & - - - Christine Rasmussen 6/9 Mrs. James E. Coyle 21 Robert Rathbun 9/25  Mrs. Robert C. Everett
Torry Sevlor v 1P 13 The Right Rev. Richard S.Emrich  10/22  Mrs. Henry M. Woodhouse ~ 6/23  Kevin Fosse, Gary Thompson, 2/8 Mrs. Joseph A. Murphy Jr. &  10/2  Mrs. Bill O. Brink
6/1 c IJCI'y he h : 1710 Frank H. Boos 10/29  Mrs. Paul P. Fischer & Kathy Hookanson & Jim Gregory Mrs. William W. Peattie Jr. 10/9  Mrs. J. Cranford Frost Jr.
2 oldielimate]thelhorselo 117 Leonard Woodcock Mrs. Jeremiah V. Jenks 6/30  John Sipe & Paul Grams 2/15  Mrs. Chester G. Clark 10/16  Mrs. J. Lawrence Buell lll
Mrs. J. Deane Rucker) 124 Walker Lee Cisler 1156 RalphT. McElvenny 777 Robert C.Thomas 2/22  Mrs.William B. Lafer 10/23  Dr.Woodburn Ross
ol el 1731 Henry Ford Il 1112 Mrs. William E. Lane 7114 Mrs. Frances E. Brossy Il 2/29  Hector Martorelli &Bill Hutton  10/30  Mrs. Joseph Henry, Mrs. John
7/6 Mrs. Donald C QStevenson 277 Marc Lonesk 11/19  Mrs. Jacob Wenzel & 7/21  Mrs. Neil Patterson 317 Mrs. Brown McGregor Malcolm & Mrs. J. Alfred Grow
. N 2/14  Trant Jarman . Mrs. Riford Johnston 7/28  The Rev. Perry Thomas 3/14  Dr. J. William Rioux 11/6  Mrs. William B. Elmer
713 Mrs. Robert L. Aiken 2/21  Elizabeth Howard Mizner 1126  Mr. & Mrs. William House ~ 8/4  Mark Lawrence 3/21  Mrs. Peter Caputo 1120 John M. Poplawski
/20N E daic I eck 2/28  Robert Slone 12/3  Carl A. Erickson 8/11  Mrs. Robert E. Valk 3/28  Mrs. JeromeW. Benson  11/27  Mrs. Robert C. McGee,
83 Mre {l orman J. Boehm 317 Mrs. Richard Dykstra 12/10  Shari Strachan 8/18  The Edward A. Smith family 4/4  Thelynden J. Kaufmann family Mrs. Ramfis B. Fahim &
8/10 Mrs. JohnW. Coe 3/21 Shirley Lockwood 12/17  Mrs. Samuel Collom Laux 8/25 Patricia Ryberg 4m Mrs. Norman L. Parker Mrs. Robert W. Crowther Jr.
g . . 3/28  John Fortney 12/24  Christmas season 91 J. Harold Husband 4/18  Mrs. Charles W. Bolton & 12/4  Mrs.Walter L. Van Goethem Jr.
817 Dr.&Mrs. Arlington F Lecklider 4/4  Dr. & Mrs. James E. Lofstrom 12/31  Jim Schulte 9/8  EarlTrombley Richard Motschall 12/11  Jim Parker & Marty Weiczorek
5/24 Stalcolmiiiumphreys 4/m  Frank Gill 9/15  Mrs. Webster B. Knight 4/25  Mrs. Douglas D. Smith 12/18  Harold M. Edwards
&31  Mrs. Alexander Wiener 4718 Ralph N. Deal 1965 922 Mrs. Robert C. Palmer 52 Grosse PointeWar Memorial 12,25  South's Tower Belles
977 Robert B. Evans 4/25  Mrs. Richard Gushee /7 Fred Duemling 9/29  George A. Bender Board of Directors
9/14  Dr. Hamilton Stillwell 5/2 Arch L. Rankin 114 Kathy Jens 10/6  Mrs. Joseph B. Hester 5/9 Mrs. Leo J. Fitzpatrick Jr.
9/21 Dr. Elven Duvall 5/9 Klaas Jongens 1/21 Gerald C. Schoeder 5/16  Mrs. RalphT. McElvenny




GROSSE POINTE NEWS, OCTOBER 22, 2020

80TH ANNIVERSARY |

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer
GROSSE POINTE

SHORES — Less than a
year after the Grosse
Pointe News began pub-
lishing in 1940, George
Osius, president of the
Shores from its 1911
founding until 1928, and
after whom Osius Park
was named in 1932, died
at the age of 82. A front-
page article on his passing
noted that when he first
moved to 900 Lakeshore
in 1900, the land was noth-
ing more than a potato
patch, on which he built a
farmhouse, followed by a
residence in 1908, where
he lived until his death.

In 1948, Shores council
passed what was called
probably one of the most
restrictive building provi-
sions in the country,
wherein building con-
struction in the village
became limited to single-
family dwellings only.
This prohibited busi-
nesses, schools and
churches, but allowed
accessory uses for private
dwellings such as garages.
The only area of excep-
tion was the land running
out into the lake opposite
Vernier, which already
was occupied by the
Grosse Pointe Yacht Club
and the village beach
park. That area, desig-
nated as District B, was
limited under the ordi-
nance to the sole use of a
club and to village park
purposes.

When the Park and
Woods opened the ’50s by
becoming the third and
fourth Pointes to transi-
tion to cities, the Shores
found itself as the sole
unit left in Grosse Pointe
Township. The village’s
president, Ernest Putnam,
became the township’s
supervisor and its super-

intendent, Thomas
Jefferis, was appointed
the township’s clerk, with
other residents complet-
ing the rest of the board.

After controversy sur-
rounding the lack of
sewer systems since 1921,
voters approved a
$495,000 bond to build
three miles of sewers in
1953. The only sewer
serving the community
before then drained into
Lake St. Clair.

The first time a dog
ordinance was enacted in
the village was the next
year, when dogs not in the
confines of the home of
their owner were required
to be on a leash.

Along with the other
Pointes and Harper
Woods, the Shores
entered into the mutual
fire-aid pact in 1959.

The ’60s saw such
developments as a
$290,000 voter-approved
bond to finance major
renovation and improve-
ment, and the dedication
of the Eleanor Clay Ford
swimming pool.

The village’s president,
Gilbert T. Jerome, died in
early 1971, and Gerald
Schroeder was appointed
and then elected as his
replacement.

Cited as “possibly the
biggest things in the last
30 years” to happen in the
Shores by Village
Superintendent Michael
Kenyon were the comple-
tion of the municipal
building renovation and
September open house in
1984. Financed by a $1.3
million voter-approved
bond, the improvements
included construction of
the elevator tower, new
entranceway and parking
lot. The open house drew
hundreds of people,
including representatives
of federal and state gov-
ernments to present flags.

Following in the foot-
steps of the Grosse Pointe
Farms Improvement
Foundation, which had
been operating since
1980, the roots of the
Grosse Pointe Shores
Improvement Foundation
can be found in 1984,
when council members
deemed a nonprofit pri-
vate foundation would do
well to raise funds without
the conflict of interest
possible in a publicly
appointed committee.
Made up of 15 residents to
become charter members,
the foundation was
intended to help the vil-
lage beautify, upgrade and
preserve municipal parks
and medians, as well as
actively solicit funds.

The year 1988 saw the
installation of the 911
emergency telephone sys-
tem throughout the
Pointes and Harper
Woods.

Starting off the decade
fresh, council revised its
master plan, which was
last updated in 1956, in
1990. A moratorium was
placed on new construc-
tion and dividing lots in
the village, while the
council worked.

Throughout the next
year, curbside recycling
was implemented in the
five Pointes and Harper
Woods, resident Ed Deeb
was named a Presidential
Point of Light by President
George Bush for his out-
standing service to the
community, the septic sys-
tems of several lakefront
property owners were dis-
covered to be discharging
into Lake St. Clair and
trustee C. Bradford Lundy
Jr. retired from council
after nearly 30 years of
service.

In 1992, the village
added an echo unit to its
force, which accompanied
the ambulance on each

call and was staffed by
paramedics with advanced
medications only they
could administer. The tim-
ing of its implementation
was impeccable. Just
hours after it began ser-
vice, the echo unit was
responsible for saving the
life of an 84-year-old
woman who turned out to
be the first person to hold
Councilman John
Huetteman when he was
born. The same council-
man was responsible for
negotiating to bring the
echo unit to the Shores.

When the historical
society was unable to
meet what it said were
excessive conditions
imposed by council to
save the building, the
78-year-old Vernier school
designed by Albert Kahn
was demolished in 1994.

With the voter-approval
of a $3.25 million bond in
1995, the Shores got to
work on a two-year proj-
ect to separate its com-
bined sewer system to
prevent combined sewage
overflows from being dis-
charged into Lake St. Clair
during heavy rains.
Rainwater would then
flow directly into the lake,
with sanitary waste being
pumped to the Detroit
water plant.

Starting off the new
century strong, in 2001,
the Shores had the first
municipal court in the
Pointes to install a walk-
through metal detector.

The year 2002 saw more
than $200,000 in improve-
ments to Osius Park,
including a new pool and
gatehouse at a new
entrance, as well as the
first patrol motorcycle
acquired in the Pointes
since 1969.

Just three years short of
its 100th anniversary, the
Shores took the first step
toward becoming a city

with a 505-127 landslide
vote in May 2008. State
approval of the proposed
city charter was held up
for two months by staff
members in the attorney
general’s office, who
thought the name of the
pending city — The Village
of Grosse Pointe Shores, a
Michigan City — was too
wordy and confusing.
Their opposition was with-
drawn in December, with
Gov. Jennifer Granholm
approving the language of
the proposed municipal
charter in January 2009.

The Shores officially
became a city Monday,
Feb. 23, 2009, when voters
approved the ballot item
713-213, making former
village president Dr.
James Cooper the first
mayor and transitioning
the board of trustees into
a city council.

Recall petitions for the
mayor and four council
members were filed in
early 2010, following a
1-mill tax increase. Two
of the councilmen
resigned in February,
while a recall vote in May
for the other two and the
mayor failed.

Despite the contro-
versy, the Shores entered
the new decade as a city
and celebrated its 100th
anniversary in 2011. The
year was a busy one with
a $130,000 field house
constructed at Schroeder
Park, the retirement of
public safety director
Stephen Poloni, the con-
solidation of dispatch
services with the Farms
public safety department
and the unseating of
Mayor Cooper by Ted
Kedzierski. In 2012, John
Schulte was named pub-
lic safety director and
Mark Wollenweber was
named city manager.

The decade also held
more contention sur-
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rounding council mem-
bers, with one councilman
arrested for domestic vio-
lence in 2013, and another
targeted for resignation in
2018 and 2019, after post-
ing controversial memes
on Facebook.

In other news, in 2014,
the city began sending
community alerts to resi-
dents via Nixle; in 2015,
the city became AAA
rated; and in 2018, council
voted to prohibit the sale
of marijuana.

Wrapping up a lawsuit
surrounding 55 S.
Deeplands and construc-
tion on the controversial
Osius Park gatehouse in
2019, the decade finished
with the Shores becoming
the first of the Pointes to
be designated a Purple
Heart city and having a
historical marker unveiled
at the municipal building.
City Manager Mark
Wollenweber resigned, as
did Councilman Bruce
Bisballe, who cited a lack
of city leadership and con-
cern over the city’s retiree
healthcare costs not being
addressed.

The year 2020 saw a
dispatch/lock-up agree-
ment with the Woods pub-
lic safety department, the
creation of an ethics com-
mittee to draft an ethics
ordinance and improved
boating enforcement of
noise complaints.
Unfortunately, it also saw
ongoing picketing and
pleas from retirees, after
council voted to alter their
healthcare by adding a 20
percent premium cost
share, and the resignation
of 33-year Director of
Public Works Brett Smith
and Finance Director/
Treasurer Rhonda
Ricketts, who cited a
recent toxic work envi-
ronment and the retiree
healthcare changes,
respectively.
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Wheeler, councilwoman
since 1987 and mayor
since 1994, decided not to
seek re-election. Dale
Scrace ran unopposed for

her seat.

The end of an era,
Jacobson’s department
store left The Village,
where it had resided since
1944, in 2002, leading
council to pass 22 pages
of new zoning ordinances
for The Village district in

anticipation of new devel-
opment. The public safety
department also gained a
computer-aided dispatch
system, inkless finger-
print system and the first
of several squad car com-
puters that year.

In 2005, public safety

officers switched from
24-hour to 12-hour shifts,
City Manager Mike
Overton resigned to head
Cheboygan County and a
refrigerated skating rink
was installed at Neff Park.

After work on the new
municipal parking garage

behind Kercheval Place
began in 2007, the struc-
ture was dedicated in
February 2008, the same
month Trader Joe’s
opened. The Downtown
Development Authority
was created in July, to
help boost The Village

shopping district.

Public Safety Director
James Fox, a 28-year vet-
eran of the department,
retired in 2011, and
Stephen Poloni took over
the position after retiring
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Through the years: A look back on eight decades in the Farms

By Laurel Kraus

Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE
FARMS — When the

Grosse Pointe News was
established as a newspa-
per in 1940, Grosse
Pointe Farms was on the
precipice of becoming its
own city. Although the
Park entertained discus-
sions on becoming a city
in 1941, culminating in a
failed proposal at the
polls, the Farms left the
title of village in Grosse
Pointe Township behind
in 1949, as the second
Pointe to transition to city
status.

The decade started off
a bit rockier when the
first ever strike in the
Grosse Pointes, includ-
ing employees of high-
way, garbage,
maintenance and park
departments, began at
midnight Sunday, July 5,
1941. The reasoning was
a desired annual salary
raise of $300 in response
to an anticipated increase
to the cost of living in the
coming months. For two
weeks, garbage collec-
tion in the Farms was
halted as the 28 employ-
ees picketed, leaving res-
idents to bury or burn
their refuse. The strike
ended when village
council, which said it
denied the request
because its budget for
the coming year had
already been set and
because there were no
guarantees the cost of
living would rise, agreed
to create an arbitration
board to explore a pos-
sible pay increase.

The highway, sewer,
maintenance and gar-
bage departments were
then consolidated into a
newly-created depart-
ment of public works in
October 1943, with City
Engineer Murray M.
Smith designated as
department head.

In 1946, a Grosse
Pointe Public Library
branch relocated to the
corner of Kercheval and
Fisher when its prior
location at Kercheval

and Cadieux was sold to
anew owner and in 1948,
no-parking signs were
placed on both sides of
Lakeshore to keep the
practice of parking along
the street for family pic-
nics and fishing from
turning the lakefront into
a miniature Belle Isle.
Just two days after
Farms residents voted
1,017 to 482 to become a
city, the Alger house was
gifted as a war memorial
for use by the entire
Grosse Pointe commu-
nity in March 1949.
With the city charter,
proposing a seven-mem-
ber council as the ruling
body, submitted in
October and approved by
Gov. G. Mennen Williams
in November, the Farms
officially became a city at
8 p.m. Dec. 15, 1949.
William F. Connolly Jr.,
who was president of the
village prior to its con-
version, was elected the
city’s first mayor during
the first city council
meeting Dec. 15, as well.
The 1950s opened with
a reorganization of city
council — election of
council members would
take place during odd-
numbered years, council
would elect the mayor
and an elected justice of
the peace would serve a
four-year term — fol-
lowed by a dedication of
the Central Library at
Kercheval and Fisher in
1953, and the settling of
a 25-year-long boundary
dispute with the City of
Grosse Pointe in 1954.
The boundary line that
had been established
when the Farms detached
itself from the Village of
Grosse Pointe in the
1890s, was set to be
moved to the middle of
Fisher from Jefferson to
Mack, with agreement
from both cities.
Another agreement
with the City, which still
stands today, for the
Farms to sell its water to
the neighboring munici-
pality, was reached in
1955. After Farms voters
opposed chemical fluo-
rine in the water supply

and council unanimously
reaffirmed the decision,
the chemical was
removed from both cit-
ies’ water supplies in
1956. The City did not
get a say.

Events turned somber
in June 1956 when City
Manager Harry A. Furton
died in Cottage Hospital
of a cerebral hemorrhage
at the age of 54.

While talks of a
mutual-aid program
where each municipality
would keep four firemen
and a piece of equipment
available at all times to
respond to fire calls in
any of the cities began in
1955, the pact between
the five Pointes and
Harper Woods did not
come to fruition until
May 18, 1959.

The pact was desper-
ately needed just four
days into 1962, when 13
pieces of firefighting
equipment and approxi-
mately 100 firemen
fought two multi-alarm
fires ablaze at the same
time. Beaupre Hardware,
Sidney Cleaners and res-
taurant Al Green’s on
The Hill were completely
destroyed with an esti-
mated $500,000 in dam-
age.

Later in the year, the
Farms led the charge
toward the purchase of a
75-acre plot in Clinton
Township as a proposed
site for the Clinton-
Pointes Refuse Disposal
Authority incinerator.

The beginning of the
"70s were big for the pub-
lic safety department,
with the adoption of
radar speed control and
the employment of the
first woman as a full-time
police department
employee.

With an allocated
$2,000 in start-up funding,
the Farms Beautification
Commission was then
created in 1986. Initial
focus areas were at Mack
and Moross, along
Lakeshore Road and at
Pier Park.

Resurfacing Lakeshore
in the Farms, with the
installation of 9-inch

curbs intended to pre-
vent more cars from flip-
ping into the lake, began
in 1987, followed by an
agreement reached with
city council to combine
the police and fire depart-
ments into a single pub-
lic safety agency. In
October 1988, the first
public safety labor con-
tract was approved and
the 911 emergency tele-
phone system was
installed throughout the
Grosse Pointes.

The Provencal-Weir
House, built in 1823 and
believed to be the com-
munity’s oldest surviving
residence, was rezoned
in 1988, and set to house
the Grosse Pointe
Historical Society when
the current owner moved
out or died.

Plans for the Grosse
Pointe War Memorial
Association to build a
new cable studio on War
Memorial grounds were
approved by council at
the start of the new
decade.

Following the example
of the Woods, curbside
recycling was imple-
mented in the other four
Pointes and Harper
Woods in 1991.

In 1992, council voted
that the city would get
out of the ambulance
business and privatize its
ambulatory service to
save money and provide
better service to resi-
dents. The department of
public safety also pur-
chased its first computer
system.

Celebrating the 100th
anniversary of its found-
ing in 1993, the Farms
also saw the closing of
the Sears Outlet store at
Mack and Moross in
September.

Valet services began in
The Hill after unanimous
approval by city council
in early 1996, and a five-
day-a-week trash pick-
up schedule was
approved by council in
1997, saving the city
$15,000 annually.

Finishing out the cen-
tury, the Farms council
voted to spend $13 mil-

lion to separate the san-
itary and storm sewer
system, as the last
Pointe to do so, as well
as to create historic dis-
tricts including Beverly
Road, the Farms sewage
pumping station on
Chalfonte, the Joy Bells
on Moross Road, the
Farms water filtration
plant and the Provencal-
Weir House.

In 2002, the city
invested $225,000 into a
tractor with a broom and
chute method to offer its
residents curbside leaf
pick-up. The year also
saw current public safety
director Dan Jensen
named deputy director
after 24 years of service.

Also a member of the
Farms Public Safety
Department, Kathy
Leikert, the Pointes’ first
female public safety offi-
cer, retired in 2004, after
a 28-year career. The
city’s bond rating moved
from AA- to AA+ the
same year.

With a new decade,
came a new way of con-
necting with residents as
public safety notices
began being sent out via
Nixle in 2010. Also early
that year, 77-year-old
Councilman Doug Roby, a
member of council since
2002, died of cancer.

The infamous flooding
of around 300 basements
in the inland sewer dis-
trict was not the only
notable news in 2011.
The city also took over
Shores public safety dis-
patch duties. Councilman
Charles “Terry” Davis III,
a 10-year veteran of
council and finance com-
mittee chair, died in
August. Three-term
Councilman Joseph
Leonard died of cancer
almost exactly a year
later.

In 2013, residents
gained the ability to pay
municipal property
taxes, water bills and
more through the city’s
updated website, while
in 2014, the public safety
department established
its K-9 wunit. The
14-month-old police dog,

Jazz, was renamed Duke
after Duke Ellington, to
honor the K-9 team’s
benefactor, Gretchen
Valade, owner of the
Dirty Dog Jazz Cafe.

The city achieved AAA
bond rating in 2015 and
in the first contested
mayoral race since 2003,
Louis Theros was elected
mayor in 2017. Also in
2017, the city agreed to
settle a $4 million lawsuit
with residents impacted
by the 2011 flooding and
Recreation Director Dick
Huhn retired after 31
years.

The year 2018 found
the resignation of 16-year
Councilwoman Therese
Joseph and the appoint-
ment of Sierra Leone
Donaven, the city’s first
Black council member.

Through a unanimous
vote in 2019, the Farms
became the last Grosse
Pointe to prohibit mari-
juana businesses, opting
out of the Michigan
Regulation and Taxation
of Marijuana Act. In July,
Councilman Peter W.
Waldmeir, first elected in
1995, died of cancer.

Finishing out the
decade, the director of
the Michigan Department
of Licensing and
Regulatory Affairs
granted the annexation
of seven Provencal homes
from the Woods to the
Farms.

Although 2020 put a
freeze on various events
and projects with the
unprecedented COVID-
19 pandemic, the Farms
still made strides for-
ward this year. A joint
engineering study with
the Shores and Wayne
County has brought the
Lakeshore seawall one
step closer to a much-
needed long-term solu-
tion and a proposed road
millage on the November
ballot brings the poten-
tial of reinvigorated road
improvement projects.
The city also purchased
anew fire engine, replac-
ing one built in 1997,
and updated the city
website for the first time
since 2013.

CITY:

Continued from page 5D

from a 25-year career in the
Shores. He continued mak-
ing his way through the
Pointes in 2015, when he
was hired as public safety
director in the Park and
began splitting his time
between the two cities.

The year 2013 held
good news for public
safety with a consolida-
tion of dispatch opera-
tions with the Park, set to
save the City $100,000
annually, and the pur-
chase of body cameras, as
well as bad news, when
police dog Raleigh was
euthanized a few days
after being diagnosed

with cancer.

The approval by voters
of a 2.5-mill property tax
in 2014 was set to raise
$825,000 annually for
road repairs, which was
more than triple the funds
available prior.

In another vote, this one
extremely close, a $13
million bond was
approved in 2017, to build

new facilities for the City’s
public safety and public
works departments. Also
in 2017, the City received
AAA rating and Chris
Boettcher unseated long-
time mayor Dale Scrace.
Leading into 2019,
council unanimously
approved an ordinance
prohibiting marijuana
establishments in the city.

Terence Thomas became
the first Black person
elected to council in any
of the Pointes and, before
the decade was out, Sheila
Tomkowiak became the
second woman elected as
mayor in the City.
Despite a global pan-
demic causing much of
the country to take one
step forward and two

steps back in 2020, the
City still celebrated some
major accomplishments.
The new public safety and
public works facilities
were completed, The
Village was selected to be
part of the Michigan Main
Street Program and coun-
cil began exploring the
potential of historic dis-
tricts.

1980

9/24

Peggy Ptasznik

Mrs. Sheldon L. Drennan

9/5 Jennifer Groehn

8/6 Francis J. Weskel

10/27  Lee Lindberg

1/10
117
1/24
1/31
2/14
2/21
2/28
3/6

3/13
3/27
4/3

Frances Schonenberg

South foreign exchange students
Kenneth & Mary Bonamy Thompson
North foreign exchange students
Alice Ellison & Laurie Lindemulder
Allen M. Lomax

June Nelson

Sister Bernita Holahan SSJ
Floramae Kliber

Timo Elo

Sheryl S. Krawchuk

10/8

10/15
10/22
10/29

1/5
1119
11/26
12/3
12/24
12/31

Lisbeth Oates

Harriet Clark

Ludmilla Kruse

Mrs. Charles Wright Il &
Mrs. Edgar B. Galloway
Betty Fuchs

Mrs. Stephen Warren
Sarah Fisher Dingeman
James Webers

South foreign exchange students
Toni Stewart

1/24
1211
12/8

Maureen McCabe
Richard Guindon
Beth Moesta

1984

119
1/26
2/9

2/16
2/23

5/3

Kay Healy

Connie Hammes

Bill McCourt

FranTracy

Jane Roscoe Thomas PhD &
Priscilla Van Horne

Mary Stroble &

9/12
9/19
9/26
10/3
10/10
10/17
10/24
10/31
177
1/21
11/28

Edna Bakewicz

Libby Van de Putte
William Krag

Miriam Noland

Jane Combrink-Graham
Elizabeth Lesesne
Barbara Porbe

Dr. Walter Belenke
George Roumell
Thomas Lowichik

The Rev. Norman Shadley

8/13
8/20
8/27
9/3
9/10
9/17
9/24
10/8
10/15
10/22
10/29

James E. Brophy
Josephine Wunsch
Greg St. James
Vincent P. Adamo
Kelly S. Callison
Bill Jamieson
Sharon Lutz

Mal P. Sillars

Mark Andrews
Arnold Lungershausen
Marge Nixon

1/3
11/10
117
1/24
1211
12/8
12/15
12/22
12/29

Margaret Grinvalsky
AlThomas

Ljubisa J. Dragovic M.D.
Karen Kendrick-Hands
Richard R. Schott

Marcy Chanteaux

Diane Whall

Helen Iveson

Susan Anslow

1989

1/5

Salvatore Ventimiglia

12/5 James Hartwa 1/5 Jack Grifo
410 Jose & Irma Russo 1982 Sidney |. DuPont 12/12  Margaret GiIIisy 11/12  James Kristich 112 Gerald C. Schroeder
4717 Mr. &Mrs. C. Howard Crane Il 1/14  Liana Drath 5/10 Irene Blatchford 12/19  Robert Melling 11/19  Douglas E. Busbey 119 B.A.“Bud” Bates
5/1 Mrs. John McCreadie 1/21  Judy Huntington 5/17  Bridget Paolucci 12/26 Robert Maniscalco 11/26  Regine Aronow M.D. 1/26  Patrick C. Wrenn
5/8 Michael & Gerry Krag 1/28  Dorothy Brown 6/14  Gail Phillips Jodway 12/3  Pegay Appelle 2/2 Ronald R. Gilbert
5/15  Mrs. Diamond Phillips 2/18  Cazzie Belenky 7/5 Lillian Koby & Virginia Johnson 1986 12/10  Eva Klein 2/9 Ray Rathka
5/22  Carolyn Danaher & Bill Mackey 2/25  Katie Elsila 7/26  Ron Samuel 1/9 Wanda Lincoln 12/17  Martha Wylie 2/16  Stewart McMillin
5/29  Mrs. Robert Niccolini 3/4  SteveTsangalias 8/2 Mary B. Owens & 116  Ernest Scanos 12/24  William Jeanes 2/23  GaryTurla
6/12  Pat Cardellio 3/25  Martha Borrego Helen E. Honderich 1/23  Sherry Burns 12/31 Roy Edmonds 3/2 Vivian Buffington
6/26  Elizabeth Lesesne 4/8 Carole Selmo 9/16  Arlene Lewis, Inge Vincent & 1/30  Robert Weber 3/9 Marty Jennings
73 GPPSS retiring teachers 4/15  Dr. Jonathan L.York Ellen Kerfoot 2/6 Bridget McKeever 1988 3/16  Jimmy Schmidt
n7 Amy Schatz 4/22 Mrs. Walter B. Robinson 8/23 Mary Hartzell 2/20 Frederic DeHaven 117 Carol A. Sinclair 3/23 Kendra Harding
7/24  Bill & Jane Smith ) 5/6 Mrs. Newton W. Seidel 8/30  Dr. James H. Kaloger 2/27  Tom Peters 114 Lili Kaufmann 3/30  Harvey Ovshinsky
8/7 Wendy MacMillan & Judy Sieber  5/13 Robert J. Lefevre 9/6 Frank Seydler 3/6 David Lawrence 1/21 Carel Sellenraad 4/6 Charles & Evelyn Frohman
821  JohnR.F Ingall M.D. 5/27  Christine Mashour 9/13  Johanna Gilbert 3/13 Al Mazur 1/28  Mike O’Connell 4/13  Valeri Samaras
8/28  Kathy Neumann 71 GPPSS retiring teachers 9/20  Ann Schumacher 4/3 Margaret Slattery 2/4 IrwinToby Holtzman 4/20  Raymond Ingham
9/4 Maj. Will Ouellette & 7/15 GPPSS retiring teachers 9/27 Jacqueline Rentenbach & 4/10 Dick Johns 2/11 Lyle Sensenbrenner 4/27 Antonio Cueter
Capt. Robert Olson 7/22  Mrs.Troy Maschmeyer Patricia Caulkins 4/17  Ruth Neville 2/18  Richard A. Wright 5/4 Doug Cheek
9/11  Judy Harthorn 8/12  Jane Kohring Hoey 10/4  Jeffrey Gabriel 4/24  Steve Nelson 2/25  Virginia Catanese 5/11  HowardTrowern
9/18  Phyllis Rabbideau 8/26  Jim Pallas 10/11  Carol Gove 5/22  Duane Arnold 3/3 Thomas Gebeck 5/18  Charlotte Cushman Evans
10/16  Richard C. Connelly M.D. 9/9 George Howell 10/18  Marianne Shock 5/29  Susanne Bartlett 3/10  Mark Weidenbach 5/25  NormanTucker
}%’go m:: ﬂ?gﬁjg’g? 9/16  Josephine Brummel 10/25 Shirley Denise 6/19  David Ludwig 3/17  Ruth Burczyk 6/1 Larry Anderson
b 9/23 Anita Unger 11 John DeBoer 7124 Jack Liang 3/24 Sheila Murphy Ingwersen 6/8 James W. Duff
1/13  Mary Gebeck R.D. 10/21  Malcolm Denise 11/15  Elizabeth Grant 7/31  John Ingall M.D. 3/31  MaryLou Olszewski 6/15  C. Douglas Lees M.D.
11/27  Bette Prudden & Chloe Boehm  10/28  Priscilla vanHorne, Karen 11/29  MaryTulloch 1987 477 Ben Burns 6/22  William L. Cahalan
12/4  Mrs. James W. Snyder Jr. Kinsley & Linda Finger 12/6  Jeanne Prom 4/14  Ellen Zaccardelli 6/29  John Guinn
12/25  Mrs. Frances B. Crowley 11/18  Lois Bryant 12/27  Terry Henson 1/29  Grant Brown 4/21  Grace Adams Harrison 7/6 Dorothy Savage
1981 1/25  Justine Staub 1985 2/5  Fred Adams 4/28  Kay Kirby 7/13  Marshall Noecker
" Parmala Hall 12/2  Peg Upmeyer - 2/12  Mildred Briggs 5/5 Dorothy Cook 7/20  Joseph L. Posch Jr.
18 Mrs. Arthur C. K | 1983 1/3 Elizabeth Carpenter 2/19 Kathleen Bernard 5/12 Richard Axsom 7/27 Lisa Southwell
UEh (AP (¢, [Tl o 110 Anna Dugan 2/26  Kay Gee 5/19  Peter Schweitzer 83  Paul Locrichio
1/22 Mrs. John Weiss Jr. 1/6 Carolyn Elliott 1117  Dona Reynolds & Ricki Older 3/5 Mort Crim 5/26  The Rev. James A. McLaren 8/10  William Markus
1/29  JohnR. Cobau & 113 Jeanne Fine 124 Betsy Piper 3/12  Patricia Schneider 6/2 Marieke Sellenraad Allen 8/17  Cathy Huth
Theodore C. Hadgis DDS 1/27  Irene Helina Burchard 131  Janice B.Trimpe 319  GregTisdale 6/9 A. Stewart Kerr 8/24  Dr.William Lange
2/12 Alice Metry 2/3 Robert Coyle 217 Mrs. C. Bradford Lundy Jr. ~ 3/26  John Keyes M.D. 6/16  The Schemms 8/31  Dr. Clifford Benson
3/5 Janet Drolshagen 2/10 Richard F. Sterba M.D. 2/14  Tamara Kessler 4/2 Leon Sehoyan 6/23 Tom Saunders 97 Teresa A. Brooks
3/12  Thelma Corless Dikeman 3/10  Rose Ruble 2/21 Susan Kunert & Julie Henderson ~ 4/9 M. Jane Kay 6/30  Juliana McMillan 9/14  Bette Prudden
3/19  George Menendez 3/24  Scott Rowe 2/28  Alex Manoogian & 4/16  Irene Roland 717 The Rev. Richard Kim 9/21  Robert Dupuis
3/26  The Rev. Robert E. Neily 4/7 Merrie Gay Ayrault Sister Verenice McQuade 4/23  Beth Birgbauer 714 Marilyn MacKay 9/28  Gaylord Creedon

4/2
4/16
4/23
4/30
5/28
6/4
6/18
6/25
7/9
7116
8/6
9/3
9/10
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Dorothy Steiger

Thomas G. Sieber

Eugene H. Boyle M.D.

Lisa Morreale & Sherrill Wolford
JanetTalbot-Stern

Kim Demeulemeester

4/21
4/28
6/2
6/23
717
7714

Sharon Cure

Chrissie & Bill Zoufal
DebbieTischler

Mrs. John M. Rainey Jr.
GPPSS retiring teachers
GP North retirees

3/7
3/14
4/4
4/1
4/25
6/6

Sister Kinue Matsuzaki
Nancy Ambrose
Catherine Petz

Dr. John Molinari

Liz Kuhiman & Marilyn Gushee
Glenn A. Wesselmann

Herold McClure Deason 7/21  GP South retirees 7/4 Angie Rooks
Stephanie Leon 9N John A. Smith 7M1 Angie Rooks

GPPSS retiring teachers 9/8 Jim Stelma 7/25  Dr. Alfred E. Seyler
North retiring teachers 9/15  John Rickel 8/1 Jeanne & Carl Reichert

Donna Schulte

Nancy Prophit

Judy Flowers

Glennis Deisinger & Cis Sherwood

9/29
10/20
10/27
173

Marygrace Britt

George Coury

Arthur Rooks Jr.

Mrs. Frederick G. Ruffner &

8/8

8/15
8/22
8/29

Lynn Zwickey
Kathleen Judge
Meredith Van Eck
Charles Greenwell

4/30
5/7
5/14
5/21
5/28
6/4
6/11
6/18
6/25
7/2
7/9
7/16
7/23
7/30

W. James & Martha Mast
Jean Rice

J.K. Abbs

Dean Balcirak

Philip J. Meathe

Paul M. Turkal D.V.M.
Brian P. McDonald
Salvatore Favazza
Thomas P. McEvoy
Phyllis Reeve

Lillian Beall Hicks
George Deeb
Margheritta S. Allardice
Nickie McWhirter

7/21
7/28
8/4
8/M
8/18
8/25
9N
9/8
9/15
9/22
9/29
10/6
10/13
10/20

Motria Makar-Fedirko
Mark Valente III
Thomas Johnson
Gordon Buehrig
William House
Zachary Roberts
Robert E. Lees
Tish Colett

Carol Lachiusa
Beverly Leinweber
Richard Hoglund
Susan Stewart
Marge Slezak
Felix Resnick

10/5
10/12
10/19
10/26
1172
11/9
1/16
11/23
11/30
12/7
12/14
12/21
12/28

Michael Belitsos
Susan Burd
Kevin Simowski
Ralph E. Cross
Joe Weaver

Carl E. Larson
Marian Clarke Droll
Gay Theuerkorn
Helen A. Hart
Robert Goodman
Thomas Daley
Santa Claus
Arthur W. Bryant
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By Bob St. John
® ® Sports Editor
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Pointe News has covered
By Bob St. John Grosse Pointe North High
Sports Editor School.
The high school that
Grosse Pointe South High opened in Grosse Pointe
School, and before that Woods in the late 1960s
Grosse Pointe High School, has seen 10 Class A state
has enjoyed a fruitful num- champions, led by four
ber of state champions won by the boys cross-
. PHOTO COURTESY OF TERESA BENNETT
through the decades. country teams in 1973, 75,
The Blue Devils have 76 and 1982. North’s 2008 girls basketball state championship
earned 48 state titles in girls The first three were team.
golf, boys tennis and girls won under head coach
cross country in the fall; Tom Guaerke and the ingashutoutineachgame. The final two state
. FILE PHOTO | _.. . ; . .
boys hockey, girls hockey final title was earned Gary Bennett’s 2008 championships were won
andboys swimminginthe = The 2019 South girls tennis state title team under under the tutelage of Dave girls basketball team won by hall-of-fame head coach
winter; and baseball, girls the tutelage of head coach Mark Sobieralski. McEvers. the Class A state title, win- Frank Sumbera and his
lacrosse, boys golf, girls ten- The 1999 girls swim- ningby 12 points over East 1980 and 2006 baseball
nis and sailing inthe spring.  four Division 1 state baseball programwerere- | ming and diving team Lansing. squads.
The most titles have been champs. His Blue Devilsare  cently featured inanational | under Mike O’Connorwon  The girls lacrosse team  The 2006 squad beat
wonbythe girlshockeyand technically thedefending  baseball magazineInside | the Class A crown, led by also won a state title under U-D Jesuit 7-5 in Division
girlstennis programswith  state champs sincethe 2020 Pitch, which is the official U.S. Olympian Carly Piper. head coach Bill Seamanin I, and the 1980 team
13 apiece. Co-ed sailinghas seasonwas canceleddueto publication forthe Scott Lock guided the 1999, but that was before defeated Royal Oak
five, while the girls track COVID-19. American Baseball Norsemen boys hockey the sport was sponsored Kimball 9-6 in Class A.
and boys tennis are next The girls track and field Coaches Association. team to back-to-back by the Michigan High  The only coach on this
withthree each. Theboys  squad, under head coach This story puts the Blue Division 1 state champion- School Athletic list who is still coaching is
swimming, girls lacrosse Steve Zaranek, won its Devilsinthe national spot- | ships in 2001 and 02, post- Association. Bennett.
andbaseball each havetwo. three consecutive Division  light in the baseball com-
Girls golf, girls crosscoun-  1titles from 2011 to 2013. munity.
try, boys track and field, Theboystennisteamwon  The girls golf Division 1 .
boys hockey andboysgolf  three straight titles from state title came in 2011 un-
have one apiecetoaccount  1945to 1947 under head derhead coach Peter l e e O I I l e O S a, e CrO VV I l S
forthe 45 state crowns. coach Lawrence Kingsley, and the girls
Quite a staggering number. Westerville. cross-country Division 1 By Bob St. John making his name synony- Joe Haklin won the Class
Whenyou talk about the Head coach James Cooper ~ crown came in the same Sports Editor mous with state champi- D title.
state titles in girls hockey, wasatthehelmofthesail-  yearunder Steve Zaranek. ons. Winning three Division 3
you have to mention the ing program duringitsre-  Boyshockeywonits During the 80 years of  The girls won 20 titles, titles was the boys hockey
head coaches atthehelmof centrun of success. Division 2 titlein 2007 with | Grosse Pointe News sports starting with the first in team. The first game in
theseteams. Thelegendis  Carl Schoesselledtheboys headcoachBobBopplead- | coverage, University 1980 under George 1980 under Jay Peacock,
Bill Fox, while Joe swimteamto Class Atitles  ingthe way, and Robb Liggett School, formerly Andrews, and the latest and No.2wasin 1990 with
Provenzano and John in 1960 and’68, whileDeb  MclIntyre’sboysgolfsquad | known as Detroit was 2002 under Wright. John Fowler at the helm.
Wiedenbach also led the Pavlehad the Blue Devils’  wasthe 2018 Division 1 University School, has  Carol vonStade coached The last wasin 2012 under
Blue Devils toftitles. girlslax program hittingon champ. called state champions to the 1984 team to the Class Robb Mclntyre.
Asfortennis, the coachwho all cylinders in 2005 and The boys title was won in an amazing 73 teams. C-D title, and it was Bob  The girls hockey team
got the ball rolling for the 2006 when the event was 1962 when it was Grosse Most have come on the Hartwick leading the 1985 earned the 2014 Division 1
schoolis Stephanie added to the Michigan High Pointe Highandthehead | tennis courts with the boys and ’86 squad to the C-D championship with Cassie
Prychitko, whoguidedthe =~ School Athletic Association coach was James Curlett. winning 35 state crowns crown. Jaeckle at the helm. The
Blue Devilsto Class Astate  asasponsored sport. Aspecialnote: thegirlsla- | and the girls 20. Wood led the way in Knights won the Division 2
crownsinthe 1970s and Dan Griesbaum led the Crosse program won sever- The boys’ first title came 1987, and Sarah Mayer title in 2017 and ’18 with
80s. baseball programtoa Class al more state titles before in 1933 under head coach was a co-coachinthe 1994 Anna Kuehlein leading the
From that point, current Acrownin2001anda 2005 when the sport was Earl Kimber and the latest and ’95 title teams with way.
head coach Mark Division 1 titlein 2018. not sponsored by the was last week with Mark Wood. Another coaching leg-
Sobieralski has coached Griesbaum and his South MHSAA. Sobieralski at the helm. Wright and Wood led the end, David Backhurst,
Other boys coaches to Knights to five crowns guided the Knights’ boys
lead the team were Bill before Wright was a solo soccer team to a Class D
. Bellows in the mid- to late- head coach for the 2004 title in 1982 and a Class C
St Paul a Owerhouse ln the 1 960 S 1950s and Bob Wood inthe Division 4. crown in 1996. He led the
. p 1970s through 2000. Dan Cimini is the cata- team to a Class B-C crown
Most of the state titles lyst behind the recent suc- in 1983 and his last came in

You have to dig deep for this, but in state crown in Class C, defeating Byron | came in Class C-D withthe cess of the Knights’ Division 4 in 1999.
the 1960s St. Paul had a high school.  Center 53-39. last five coming in Division baseball program. He  Backhurst in 2005 and

The small school fielded several tal-  St. Paul was also in the finals in 1965 | 4. guided them to Division 4 David Dwaihy in 2016 led
ented basketball teams under the leg- and 1969, but lost 54-51 to Muskegon | The Knights’ dynasty titles in 2011 and 2013, the girls soccer program to
endary head coach Ed Lauer. Christian and 48-43 to Saginaw St. | has lasted more than 80 plus Division 3 crowns in Division 4 state titles.

St. Paul won the 1961 boys basket- Stephen. years, and more titles 2014 and 2016. The 2018 Jayant Trewn
ball Class C state title, beating Parma could be on the horizon In addition, the 1979 led field hockey team won
Western 67-51. They also won the 1964 — Bob St. John | under Sobieralski, who is squad under head coach the Division 2 state title.

1990 9/19 Marco Nobili 5/20  Marion Leigh Smith 2/2 Judy Gandelot 10/3 Richard W. Kay 5/28  Mary Ann Uznis
4 Gertrude Droege 9/26 Dr. Henry J.VandenBerg Jr.  5/27 S!Jsi_e Lambrecht 2/9 Jphn \{an Osdol 10/10  Mary Herring . 6/4 Mik.e McCarthy
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Grosse Pointe schools through the decades

By Mary Anne Brush
Staff Writer

Eight decades of cover-
age of Grosse Pointe pub-
lic schools reveals both
stark changes and a pat-
tern of financial struggles,
contract disputes and con-
troversy.

A review of headlines
from the Grosse Pointe
News archives gives a
strong sense of deja vu,
invoking the phrase
coined by French writer
Jean-Baptiste Alphonse
Karr, “plus ca change,
plus c’est la méme chose”
—the more things change,
the more they stay the
same.

1940s

It was a different time in
1941 in Grosse Pointe.

“Lassies cavorting in
gym suits might have
been improper once, but
it’s perfectly all right
now,” reads a subhead in
the Jan. 2, 1941, edition of
the Grosse Pointe News.

In “grandmother’s day
it may have been consid-
ered highly improper for
young ladies to run and
jump, and especially to
participate in athletic
activities. But today in
Grosse Pointe High
School it seems to be a
good and healthful sign to
see hundreds of young
girls, clad in their bright
yellow gym suits, partici-
pating in sports.”

The decade was a time
of growth for Grosse
Pointe public schools.

The school system also
enjoyed an esteemed rep-
utation nationwide. In a
letter to parents,
Superintendent E. R. Van
Kleeck boasted of its
national high ranking and
major advances such as
better preparation of the
50 percent of high school
graduates who did not go
to college.

Alice Moody Sheaffer
won her bid for election in
June 1942, becoming the
first woman member of
the Grosse Pointe Board

FROM THE

GROSSE POINTE NEWS ARCHIVES

Children of the first, second and third grades at Old Kerby School closely fol-
lowed the development of Giggle and Wiggle, a pair of guinea pigs from the
same litter, to see how much milk means in promoting healthy growth (March

30, 1950 edition).

of Education.

In December 1943, the
school district was hit
with a teacher shortage.
Superintendent Paul
Essert predicted “further
losses of teaching person-
nel to military service are
certain in the immediate
future.”

1950s

Overcrowding due to a
growing student popula-
tion and building a new
auditorium-gymnasium at
Grosse Pointe High
School were the focus of
this decade.

Enrollment reached an
all-time high at 5,960 for
the opening of school in
1950 and went up another
700 students in 1953.

To accommodate this
growth, the Grosse Pointe
school board sought to
extend the Grosse Pointe
School plant with the
approval of a bond issue
of $3,185,000.

Due to the construction
of new school buildings,
the school system shifted
its boundary lines for ele-
mentary and junior high
school districts.

After a survey proved
the Grosse Pointe High
School had the poorest

equipment of any State
Class A institution (May 8,
1952), the Board of
Education voted to
include a new auditorium-
gymnasium for the high
school in a proposed bond
issue (Oct. 9, 1952).

Groundbreaking cere-
monies on a new audito-
rium-gymnasium
estimated to cost $831,948
were planned for Jan. 6
(Dec. 31, 1953).

1960s

The school district con-
tinued its efforts to
address critical building
needs in the midst of voter
opposition to taxation.
Efforts to handle over-
crowding resulted in the
construction of a second
high school.

Meanwhile, a school
board meeting before a
standing-room-only
crowd at Maire School
turned heated as trustee
Arnold Fuchs “made a
motion to rescind the per-
mit to use the gymnato-
rium at Grosse Pointe
High School, on March
14, to the Human
Relations Council, for
speaker Dr. Martin Luther
King.” The motion was
defeated by a 5-2 vote.

“While a heterogeneous
group of some 2,700 per-
sons filled Grosse Pointe
High School’s audito-
rium-gymnasium to
capacity last Thursday
night to hear Nobel Prize
winner Dr. Martin Luther
King speak on ‘The Future
of Integration,” some 200
picketers from the ultra-
right wing organization,
Breakthrough, quietly
demonstrated in front of
the building.”

Following introduc-
tions, “Dr. King was
greeted with a standing
ovation” (March 21, 1968).

“Grosse Pointe North
High School, the commu-
nity’s newest educational
facility, opened its doors
to more than 2,000 stu-
dents in grades 9, 10 and
11 for the first time on
Wednesday, Sept. 4, 1968”
(Sept. 5, 1968) and was
heralded as “a significant
milestone in public educa-
tion.”

A commencement cer-
emony was held for 1,030
Grosse Pointe South High
seniors June 12 — the first
to graduate since the
opening of Grosse Pointe
North High School that
fall.

No commencement

exercises were held at
North, as school authori-
ties “wisely decided to
keep the present senior
class at South High intact.
The first senior class will
graduate at North next
year with an estimated
625 graduates” (June 12,
1969).

1970s

Concerns over
increased drug use among
adolescents, a defeat of a
millage proposal, a fight
over Harper Woods school
boundaries, an over-
turned ruling on desegre-
gation and threats over
loss of local control under
an umbrella teachers’
union roiled the 1970s.

A survey administered
to 2,650 students through
elementary grades 5 and
6, middle and high schools
about drug abuse revealed
that approximately half of
all 12th graders used
drugs for non-medical
purposes one or more
times (Jan. 15, 1970).

A defeat of a 25.45 oper-
ating millage, meant to
keep the school district
afloat through fiscal years
1970 to 1972, “raised
many questions for the
administration and the
school board to consider
... (including) how much
money is the electorate
willing to spend to edu-
cate its youngsters?” (Feb.
5, 1970).

Superintendent Theos 1.
Anderson proposed
reducing the budget by
11.5 percent and offered
the community “a cur-
tailed program of ser-
vices” in light of two
defeats of 25.45 mills at
the polls (Feb. 19, 1970).

Harper Woods argued
before the State Board of
Education in Lansing that
its city boundaries should
be the same as its school
district boundaries. As a
result, the Harper Woods
board asked “for the
transfer of those parts of
the Grosse Pointe School
District which are located
within the city limits of

Harper Woods.

“The proposal involved
about 1,150 students,
approximately $1 million
in taxes annually and
Poupard Elementary
School, which is located
in Harper Woods but is
part of The Pointe School
District.

“The Grosse Pointe
Board of Education
unequivocally opposed
the transfer proposal and
the request went before
the Wayne County
Intermediate Board of
Education (which)
turned the petition down
saying it did not feel the
move would be advanta-
geous to both districts”
(Jan. 9, 1975).

A U.S. District judge
ruled to retain Grosse
Pointe and 83 other sub-
urban school districts in a
Detroit desegregation
case filed by the NAACP
four years prior.

School board President
Joan Hanpeter “was
advised by school system
attorneys that the matter
might again go to the U.S.
Supreme Court if a new
suit is begun by the
NAACP”

The present case had
“already been argued
before the Supreme Court
and a decision at that
level, last July, resulted in
the reversal of the late
Judge Stephen Roth’s
order that a metropolitan
desegregation plan be
implemented” (April 24,
1975).

The teachers’ union
announced it would take
Grosse Pointe schools to
court to try to force the
administration to recog-
nize the local teachers’
affiliation with the
Michigan Education
Association.

The regional bargaining
group was “labeled by
Pointe administrators as a
threat to local control of
the schools,” with the
administration vowing to
“fight the affiliation all the

See SCHOOLS, page 9D
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way” (Jan. 18, 1979).

Local officials
announced the average
scores on the year’s
Michigan Educational
Assessment Program
unofficially earned the
Grosse Pointe School
District the No. 1 ranking
in the state in 1978, from
No. 71in 1976 and No. 4 in
1977 (Feb. 15, 1979).

Grosse Pointe teachers
ended a year-long contro-
versy by voting by a 252 to
228 margin to join the
Michigan Education
Association (May 3, 1979).

Collective bargaining
talks broke down and the
Board of Education
requested state mediation
after union president Curt
Lange deemed the school
board’s offer — a 9 per-
cent pay increase for nine
years with minimum
fringe benefit improve-
ment — “unacceptable”
(Sept. 20, 1979).

Schools opened with a
total enrollment of 9,302
students, marking “a loss
of more than 30 percent
since the high water mark
in 1970 when 13,500 stu-
dents attended public
schools. The last time
enrollment dropped
beneath 10,000 was in the
late 1950s.

“It’s something we
have to investigate when
more information is avail-
able,” said Ben Zenn,
director of support ser-
vices. ‘We’ll have to find
out where all those kids
went to. Did they move
out of the district, go to
other schools or what?””
(Sept. 20, 1979).

A tentative agreement
between union leaders
and the Board of
Education was passed
“just hours before Grosse
Pointe’s 553 teachers and
librarians were scheduled
to walk off their jobs in
the first local strike since
1969” (Oct. 18, 1979).

1980s

The closure of Barnes
Elementary School and
move of sixth grade from
elementary to middle
school resulted in a failed
recall effort and departure
of a three-year superin-
tendent.

Parents opposed
Superintendent Kenneth
Brummel’s recommenda-
tion for a much-reduced
school reorganization
plan and “cheered when

one school board member
announced his opposition
to closing any elementary
schools.”

The plan, which was
approved by a 6-1 vote of
the school board, differed
“sharply from Brummel’s
April proposal, which
would have closed four
elementary schools, and
an August plan, which
would have closed three
elementary schools and
one middle school.”

All three plans were in
response “to an enroll-
ment decline in the public
schools of more than 40
percent in the last
decade,” with 7,358 cur-
rently enrolled compared
to 13,529 in 1972 (Oct. 13,
1983).

A recall group was suc-
cessful in getting a three-
member recall on the
ballot and the district
faced the prospect of five
newcomers joining the
school board.

Ultimately voters spoke
and the “recall fever fiz-
zles, flops,” according to a
front page headline.

“Voters handed the
Board of Education a
decisive pat on the back in
the June 11 election by
defeating recall proposals
against three members,
returning the incumbent
president to office and
removing the one board
member who voted
against the majority”
(June 14, 1984).

Meanwhile, in April,
Brummel announced he
was leaving Grosse Pointe
July 1, 1984, to serve as
superintendent of the
Orange Unified School
District of California.

1990s

The state’s efforts under
Gov. John Engler to pass
Proposal A dominated the
headlines in the 1990s.

Proposal A eliminated
the use of local property
taxes as a source of school
funding and created a
new state education tax.
After voters approved this
new system for funding in
March 1994, school dis-
tricts began to get per-
pupil payments from the
state.

Early in the decade, the
Grosse Pointe school
board joined other out-of-
formula districts in a suit
against the state aimed at
getting back the money
Michigan took from
wealthier districts to give
to poorer school systems.

Sweeping changes to
middle school were

approved by the school
board after nearly two
years of study and discus-
sion by middle school
teachers, administrators,
parents and district offi-
cials.

These included going
from a six- to a seven-
period day and an
increase in academic
requirements (Dec. 27,
1990).

Board President Gloria
Konsler invoked the ire of
Poupard parents by mak-
ing what they viewed as a
“disparaging comment” in
response to a petition
signed by Monteith
Elementary parents who
opposed Monteith stu-
dents moving should the
redrawing of district
boundary lines be
approved.

“Petitioners objected to
their children crossing
Vernier to attend Mason
or Ferry, or crossing 1-94
to get to Poupard,” located
in Harper Woods.

“Probably not every-
one, but a small percent-
age of people, don’t want
their kids going to school
with Harper Woods kids,’
Konsler was quoted as
saying.”

While Konsler didn’t
deny the comment, she
“said it was misinter-
preted by Harper Woods
parents,” 125 of whom
showed up at a meeting
called by the Poupard
PTO (March 18, 1993).

Proposal A passed, win-
ning by more than a 3-to-1
margin in the Pointes.

“Promoted as the best
way to fund Michigan’s
schools by Gov. John
Engler, Proposal A will
lower school millage rates
for Grosse Pointe home-
owners to 13.7 mills from
a current rate of 30.41
mills, while increasing the
state sales tax and impos-
ing a 50-cent-per-pack tax
on cigarettes.”

In addition, “Engler
indicated that under the
provisions of Proposal A,
per pupil spending in
Grosse Pointe would
increase from its present
level of $8,100 per pupil to
$9,115 by 1995.”

Seven months into the
1993-94 school year, the
school board and the
GPEA reached a contract
settlement (March 17,
1994).

2000s

Declining enrollment
and budget woes contin-
ued to plague the school
district, with pink slips

FROM THE GROSSE POINTE NEWS ARCHIVES

New Kerby School youngsters bound out of class-
rooms for the last time until September (from the

June 15, 1950 edition).

given to GPPSS teachers
in April 2009 in response
to the district’s $5.4 mil-
lion budget shortfall —
the result of Gov. Jennifer
Granholm’s budget pro-
posal — and decline of
400 students since 2006-
07.

According to Standard
& Poor’s Michigan School
Evaluation Services
report, while the district
boasted some of the
state’s highest ACT and
AP exam scores and par-
ticipation rates, it also had
“some of the highest
instructional and opera-
tional expenses among
districts in the state.”

Chris Fenton, district
assistant superintendent
of business affairs and
support services, attrib-
uted the high operating
expenses to the district’s
older buildings and the
lack of long-term debt
(May 31, 2001).

GPPSS received its
report card from the state
board of education — all
As or B’s.

“The report card,
administered by the
state’s Education YES
program, is a way for
Michigan’s schools to
gauge their quality and be
accountable to standards
set by the federal No Child
Left Behind legislation”
(Feb. 5, 2004).

The vote on a sinking
fund proposal for mid-
range repairs passed by
more than 400 votes
(March 18, 2004).

Seven years in the mak-
ing and included as part
of a $62 million capital
improvement bond
passed in September
2002, a multipurpose
room at Brownell Middle
School got the go-ahead

from the Board of
Education (May 21, 2009).

2010s

The decade kicked off
with teachers protesting
proposed layoffs, salary
cuts and increased health
care contributions (March
25, 2010).

Superintendent
Suzanne Klein, who
worked for GPPSS since
1970 and became the dis-
trict’s first female superin-
tendent in 1997,
announced her plans to
retire (Feb. 17, 2011).

Klein’s successor,
Thomas Harwood, pro-
moted a technology bond
to help GPPSS make up
lost ground with other
school districts over the
years. The proposed bond
issue, which included
security and computer
technology as well as
infrastructure updates,
sought $50.2 million over
10 years (Feb. 6, 2014).

The tech bond proposal
was defeated in the ballot
boxes in all five Pointes
and Harper Woods by a
large margin (Feb. 27,
2014).

Harwood announced
his departure to become
deputy superintendent of
the Kalamazoo Regional
Educational Services
Agency beginning mid-
April (March 19, 2015).

In a 5-2 vote, the Board
of Education named Gary
C. Niehaus as the school
district’s next superinten-
dent May 7, 2015).

Efforts to address the
enrollment decline and
buildings in need of repair
resulted in the passage of
a $111 million bond issue
in 2018, but controversy
ensued over building clo-
sures and a grade recon-

figuration for the 2020-21
school year.

Parents looking to fill a
need for early childhood
care presented a proposal
to the Board of Education
that would require revers-
ing a 5-2 vote to close two
elementary schools as
part of the reconfigura-
tion of the school district
for the 2020-21 school
year (Aug. 22, 2019).

The board turned down
the proposal, but in a sur-
prise announcement, an
attorney said an anony-
mous group of commu-
nity donors had directed a
$1 million gift to the early
childhood education
expansion (Sept. 12,
2019).

2020s

While the Board of
Education did not proceed
with a vote to accept the
gift because it was contin-
gent on keeping all nine
elementary schools open,
Superintendent Niehaus
revealed a plan made in
concert with the donor
group to use the money to
repurpose Trombly into
an early childhood center
(Jan. 16, 2020).

School buildings closed
March 16, in the wake of
a transition to remote
learning due to the new
coronavirus and the
school board conducted
its first-ever virtual meet-
ing March 23 (March 26,
2020).

The anonymous donors
put their $1 million gift
directed to repurposing
Trombly as an early child-
hood center on hold, cit-
ing concerns over the
COVID-19 pandemic
(June 18, 2020).

At a special meeting
June 29, the Board of
Education approved a
year-long early childhood
center pilot at Trombly
without donor funding
(July 9, 2020).

Eighteen candidates
filed for five open seats on
the Board of Education in
the general election
Tuesday, Nov. 3. Running
for four four-year terms
and one two-year term
are three incumbents, two
former board members
and 13 newcomers (July
30, 2020).

Niehaus announced
2020 will be his last year
as GPPSS superinten-
dent, as he decided to
retire to support his wife’s
decision to pursue a
career as president of a
community college (Sept.
17, 2020).
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A few notable Pointers

By Elizabeth Martin
Staff Writer

Since 1940, the Grosse
Pointe News has been
privileged to publish the
obituaries of individuals
who, for all or part of
their lives, called the
Grosse Pointes home.

An obituary may be
simply news of a loved
one’s death and notice of
funeral arrangements; it
may be an elaborate reci-
tation of a person’s life.
One’s obituary may be a
resource for historians or
genealogists in years to
come. But no matter their
intended purpose or ulti-
mate use, obituaries
serve to honor, celebrate
and remember lives lost.

A search of our
archives turned up scores
of obituaries written for
prominent, noteworthy
and just plain interesting
Grosse Pointers. We've
excerpted several, dating
from 1943 to 1990, and
hope you find them as
fascinating as we did.

Edsel Ford

Novw. 6, 1893 — May 26,
1943

“The man whose shoul-
ders have, for almost a
generation, carried the
chief burden in directing
the affairs of the greatest
individually-created indus-
trial empire the world has
ever known, is dead.

With the passing of
Edsel Ford Grosse
Pointe has lost its most dis-
tinguished citizen, and the
ranks of American indus-
trial leadership is deprived
of one of its outstanding
figures.

As the only member of
his family in his genera-
tion, his death may neces-
sitate the resumption of
burdens which his aging
father thought had been
permanently transferred
to his capable son many
years ago.

The deepest sympathy
of this community, where
the friends of Edsel Ford
are coextensive with the
population, goes out to the
aged father and mother
who have lost their only
son, and to the widow and
the three sons and daugh-
ter who have just blos-
somed into promising
young manhood and
womanhood.

Probably the most dis-
tinguishing characteristic
of the Ford family, well
preserved by the great son
who has just died, was its
close touch with the plain
people with whom it
always maintained, by
deeds, rather than words,

its abiding sympathy.

The Nation will be
shocked by the passing of
Edsel Ford, but the people
of Michigan, especially
those who knew him even
slightly, will mourn his
death.

He was not only a capa-
ble business man ... but his
was a kind and sweet per-
sonality which won and
held their love. He always
had time to listen, no mat-
ter how pressing his great
business concerns, to oth-
ers’ troubles. His charita-
ble acts, which were never
publicized, were legion.

A truly great man by
every test of human worth
has gone, but his memory
will linger long in the
hearts of those who knew
him, and longest in the
hearts of those who knew
him best.

His integrity, his kind-
ness, his understanding
and his loyalty will never
be forgotten.”

Eleanor Ford

June 6, 1896 — Oct. 19,
1976

“Mrs. Edsel B. Ford, a
woman who devoted her
life to her family and to the
City of Detroit, died...
October 19, after a long ill-
ness. She was 80.

She was the widow of
Edsel Ford and was the
mother of Henry Ford II,
Benson, William Clay and
Josephine Ford.

Blessed with grace, sim-
plicity and fortitude, she
took temporary control of
the Ford empire in 1943,
after the death of her hus-
band, and authored the
transfer of power from
then 80-year-old Henry
Ford to her son, Henry
Ford II.

A patron of the arts, she
was responsible for mold-
ing the Detroit Institute of
Arts and the Detroit
Symphony into cultural
institutions renowned
throughout the world.

After her husband’s
appointment to the arts
commission in the late
’20s, Mr. and Mrs. Ford
took world-wide trips to
study art and obtain the
finest treasures available
to donate to the museum.

Among her other contri-
butions, Mrs. Ford donated
$1 million to the museum
in 1962 for the construc-
tion of a new sought wing.
A modest woman who
never courted publicity,
she declined the city’s
offer to name the addition
after her husband.

She was born Eleanor
Lothian Clay on June 6,
1896. Her father was
William Clay and her

mother was Eliza Hudson,
who founded the J.L.
Hudson department
stores.

As a girl, Mrs. Ford was
schooled in dance and the
social graces. She met
Edsel B. Ford, the only son
of Henry Ford, fell in love
and married him on
November 1, 1916. They
lived in Indian Village,
then in Jefferson avenue,
and finally built a 60-room
mansion at Gaukler Pointe
in The Shores.

A leader in the social
world, the Ford home was
the site of many gala par-
ties and balls. The home
also was the gathering
place for the Ford family,
hosting holiday parties,
debuts and dinners.

In later years, Mrs. Ford
lived alone, with a large
staff of servants to aid her
on her 65-acre estate.
Security guards provided
the privacy she cherished.

Three of her children
were with her when she
died. Benson, William
Clay and Mrs. Walter Buhl
Ford, (Josephine), shared
her last moments. Henry
Ford II, in Europe when
his mother died, immedi-
ately flew home after
receiving the news.”

Ralph C. Wilson,
Jr.

Oct. 17, 1918 — March
25,2014

As the founding and
only owner of the Buffalo
Bills, his love and commit-
ment to the game of foot-
ball and the National
Football League was
unsurpassed. He was well-
regarded as the “con-
science of the NFI” due to
his unwavering commit-
ment to speak his mind
with the best interests of
both at heart.

He graduated from the
University of Virginia and
later attended law school
at the University of
Michigan, before enlisting
in the Navy during World
War II. He earned his com-
mission within a year and
served aboard minesweep-
ers in both the Atlantic and
Pacific theaters.

Throughout his lifetime,
Mr. Wilson owned and
operated businesses in a
variety of industries.
Forever the entrepreneur,
he enjoyed success in the
areas of manufacturing,
oil and gas, real estate,
horse racing and breeding,
television, trucking and
concrete paving, among
others.

His passion for profes-
sional football led to him
becoming a stockholder in
the Detroit Lions as a

minority owner before he
purchased the Buffalo
franchise in 1959. He
selected Buffalo as the
home of his fledgling fran-
chise ... and ... named the
team the “Buffalo Bills.”
His teams enjoyed many
triumphs on the field, but
what he valued most was
his relationships with the
players, coaches and team
administrators.

In 2009, his professional
football career came full
circle as the charismatic
leader of the Bills was
bestowed the highest
honor in the NFL with his
induction into the Pro
Football Hall of Fame
while his team, along with
the American Football
League, celebrated its 50th
anniversary.

Investing predominantly
in both the Detroit and
Buffalo communities, Mr.
Wilson’s mission was to
make a tangible, positive
impact in people’s lives. ...
In 2003, he was honored
with the prestigious
Seymour Knox III
Humanitarian Award and
in 2007 was named the
Outstanding
Philanthropist of the Year
by the WNY Chapter of
the Association of
Fundraising Professionals.
Also in 2007, he and his
wife, Mary, were named
the Philanthropists of the
Year by the United Way of
Buffalo and Erie County.

Mr. Wilson maintained a
permanent residence in
Grosse Pointe Shores.”

Marion Alger

1878 — Dec. 16, 1962

Widow of Industrialist
Russell A. Alger, who died
in 1930, Marion Jarves
Alger maintained the phil-
anthropic traditions estab-
lished by her husband’s
family. One of these cus-
toms originated with her
husband’s father, timber
tycoon General Russell
Alexander Alger, known
as the “patron saint” of
Detroit newsboys.

General Alger, a Civil
War veteran who served as
Governor of Michigan,
member of the United
States Senate and
Secretary of War under
President McKinley, pre-
sented an annual
Christmas donation to the
Detroit Newsboys
Association. The money
was used to buy clothing
for needy boys.

Mrs. Alger continued
this tradition for many
years, presenting a $500
check to the newsboys
every Christmas.

Her husband’s family
home, the million-dollar
Alger House, is currently
the Grosse Pointe War
Memorial Center. Mrs.
Alger dedicated it, in mem-

ory of a grandson, Henry
E. Chaney, Jr., Kkilled in
World War 11, in 1949, after
first offering it to the
Detroit Institute of Arts,
which maintained it as a
museum branch from
1936 to 1942.

Mrs. Alger was a charter
member of the
Neighborhood Club, active
in the Thrift Shop, and a
charter member of the
Women’s City Club.”

Anna Thomson
Dodge

Aug. 7, 1866 — June 2,
1970

Mrs. Anna Thomson
Dodge, one of The Pointe’s
finest ladies, and one of
the richest women in the
nation, died ... in the Lake
Shore drive home she
loved, “Rose Terrace,”
built in 1934 and designed
as a French Louis XV cha-
teau on the shores of Lake
St. Clair by Horace
Trumbaue.

Much of the decor was
retrieved by Sir Joseph
Duveen from the imperial
palaces of Russia. There
are French inlaid furni-
ture, Beauvais tapestry
chairs, four cases of
Sevres porcelains and
paintings by Boucher,
Gainsborough and Van
Dyck.

Mrs. Dodge died at the
age of 103 as quietly and
inconspicuously as she
had lived in latter years.

She was the widow of
auto pioneer Horace
Dodge Sr., who died in
1920. They had two chil-
dren, Delphine, who died
in 1943, and Horace Jr.,
who died in 1963.

Born in Dundee,
Scotland, she came to
Detroit in her early child-
hood with her widowed
mother.

She was a piano teacher
when she met the vibrant,
red-haired mechanic from
Niles, Mich. They married
in 1896. At that time
Horace and his brother
John ran a bicycle factory
in Windsor. The brothers
closed the factory in 1901
and turned their interests
to Detroit. ...

Both brothers died just
six years after they built
their first car. The bulk of
Horace’s estate was
invested in tax-free munic-
ipal and state bonds. The
estate yielded his widow
an estimated net income
of $1.5 million a year.

Six years after the death
of her husband, Mrs.
Dodge remarried. Her
new husband was a hand-
some stage actor named
Hugh Dillman. The mar-
riage in 1947 ended in
divorce.

Mrs. Dodge outlived
both her children,
Delphine and Horace Jr,,

both of whom led stormy
marital lives.

Mrs. Dodge left a for-
tune with a face value of
up to $60 million. The
chief beneficiaries of her
multi-million dollar estate
are the Founders Society
of Detroit, whose bequest
includes all the paintings
and objects of art in the
salon of “Rose Terrace”
and one million dollars to
finance creation of a suit-
able area in The Detroit
Institute of Arts to house
them.

The Children’s Hospital
will receive one million
dollars for the construc-
tion of a new building with
the provision that one
floor there will be named
after her husband and her-
self.

A two million dollar
bequest for a memorial
fountain, perhaps a replica
of a famed fountain in
Barcelona, Spain, was left
to the City of Detroit.”

Samuel M.
Brownell

April 3, 1900 — Oct. 12,
1990

“... [T1he Grosse Pointe
educator for whom
Brownell Middle School
was named ... died ... in
New Haven, Conn. He
was born in Peru, Neb.

Mr. Brownell was a for-
mer U.S. commissioner of
education and the former
superintendent of the
Grosse Pointe schools,
serving from 1927 until
1938.

He was Detroit’s super-
intendent of schools from
1956 until 1966, oversee-
ing the expansion and
integration of the district.

He was educated at the
University of Nebraska
and at Yale University,
where he earned his mas-
ter’s and doctoral degrees.

He left Grosse Pointe
and became a professor of
education administration
at Yale. In 1953, Mr.
Brownell was appointed
U.S. commissioner of
education during
President Dwight D.
Eisenhower’s first term.

Frank J. Welcenbach,
the former principal at
Trombly Elementary
School, praised Brownell
as being a “tremendous
person and a dedicated
educator.

‘He embodied every-
thing in an executive that
is required,” Welcenbach
said. ‘He never lost sight
of the main emphasis of
education, that of teach-
ing students. He inspired
a strong instructional pro-
gram and inspired warm
feelings and cooperation
from the staff.””

Find a list of curated
obituaries online at grosse
pointenews.com.

!

CHOICES

Choices was created for prominent,
famous, well-known Grosse Point-
ers, people who wouldn’t normally
be Pointers of Interest or perhaps

already were featured as such.
Choices gave readers insight into
the likes of fellow Grosse Pointers
who were already well known.

The short-lived Choices debuted in
the June 27, 1985 issue. Following
is a list of those featured.

@ 1985 2/13 Bill Kennedy 1/6 Palmer Heenan 7/16 Robert Lynch 417 William DeTurk
6/27 Mort Crim 2/20 Peggy Hoglund 1/13 Dave Bergman 7/23 Eduardo Barbieri Jr. 414 Richard Huhn
7/4 Nickie McWhirter 2/27 Tom Gauerke 11/20 Leila Lynch 7/30 Fred Schriever 4/21 Tim Zimmerman
7M Marty Castillo 3/6 Gwen Samuel 11/27 Kevin Anger 8/13 James Irvine Jr. 4/28 Robert Healy
718 Franl\!SIaden r 3/13 Mike Kramer 12/4 Mary Busse 8/20 Mary Lou Hogan 5/5 Judy Richards
7/25 John Whritner 3/20 George Young 12/m Robert Endres 9/3 Frank Hogan 5/12 Charles P, Kellett
8/1 Mark Weber 4/3 Pat Reynolds 12/18 Al Devine 917 John Glei 5/19 Jesse Wick
8/8 EdwardlPonarace 4/10 Robert Wood 12/25 George Freeman 9/24 Jenny King 5/26 Jack Grifo
8/15 Henry Feys J 417 John Wylie 1987 10/1 Frank Zagelmeyer 6/2 Gerri Unger
822 e 4/24  Bob Scanlan 10/8 Marty Bufalini 6/9 Doris Cook
8/29 Jerr Hogak 5/1 Karen Kolp mn John Prost 10/15 Dennis Mongoven 6/16 Lawrence DeVine
ﬂ 95 Kaith Crai 5/8 Celia Murray 178 Robert C. Chope 1022 Stewart McMillin 623  TymonTotte DDS
912 Alex Suczek 5/22 John Aldini 1715 Robert Nugent 10/29 Nancy Cain Posavetz 6/30 Jane Bond
919 The Rev. Louis Prues 5/29 Stan Gilezan 1729 Jerome Abbs 1/5 Daniel Fontella 77 Jeff Mueller
l 926 Jon Gandelot 6/5 Blaine Morrow 2/5 Lee Bryce 1/12 Richard Kay 714 Jean Zech
103 Richard Caretti 6/12 Janet O'Brien 2/12 Charles D. Hanson 11/19 David Posavetz 7/21 Mary Lamparter
1017 el Vil 6/19 Helen Gregory 2/19 William Bryant Jr. . 11/26 John Wayne 7/28 Janette Duster
1024  Ed H}’cke 6/26 Charleen Rick 2/26 Mary Anne Ghesquire 12/3 Ray Ritter 8/4 Mike Duffy
10/31 Robert FZ,be, 73 Phyllis Huxley 3/5 Elaine McNally 12/10  Vivian Buffington 8/M Lawrence Herzog
177 Stacey DeLisle 7/10 Carroll Evola 3/19 Julie McCrea 12117 Barbara Denler 8/18 Jack McMahon
1nna Nick l\\l/icholson 717 Ted Whatley 3/26 Mollie Abraham 12/24 Bonnie Levitan 8/25 Gretchen Schumer
11721 Darrell Fink 7131 Alfrieda Frost 412 Nancy Solak 12/31  Mike O’Connell 9/1 Ruth Truhol
il AT 817 Gail Kaess 4/9 James Robson 9/8 Jerry Keeney
11/28 Cha'rles Fro_hman 8/14 Jim Spillan 416 Lee Lindberg 1988 s Roburt Dotige
12/ R Kisliu dkins 8/21  SheilaTurney Joyce 4/23  Elizabeth Carpenter 17 Sally Reynolds 922 RichardWright
12/12 Valerie Pokorny-McHugh  g55  poior’o'Rourke 4/30  Deon Faillace M.D. 1121 Ellen Probert 925 Karon Bokiars
12119 Msgr. Francis Canfield 9/4 John Kastran 5/7 Frank Sumbera 1/28 John Guinn 10/6 Lisa McDonald
1226 0ggLisalGandelot 911 CaroleA. Hinand 514 Al Mazar 2/4 Robert Ruffer 1013 Robert Lopiecola
1986 9/18 Neal Shine 5/21 Randy Cain 2/ E.dwafd R. O’'Malley 10/20 Betty Magee
12 Nettie Duffield 9/25 Donald Bassett 5/28 Mark Valente Il 2/18 Jlm_Slmon 10/27 John Conley
1/9 John Crawford 10/2 William Christofferson 6/4 Jeffrey Hogan 2/25 Judi Dara 13 Barbara L. Norton
116 Mary-Louise Selover 10/9 Lorenzo Browning 6/11 MarianTrainor 3/3 Maureen Kennary 11/10 Todd C. Peirce

1/23
1/30
2/6

Judith Orhan
Charity Suczek
Chuck Hollosy

10/16
10/23
10/30

Jean Rice
Bill Seppala
Joseph Callahan

6/18
6/25
7/2
7/9

Barry Burton

Vincent LoCicero
Michael Chapp

Pamela Kondziolka

3/10
3/17
3/24
3/31

Bob Button
Mick Dara
John Andrews
Joy Emery

117
11/24
12/8

William J. Rooney
Sloane Barbour Jr.
Deanne Buono

12/15
12/29

1989
1/5
112
1/19
2/2
2/9
2/16
372
3/9
3/16
3/23
4/6
5118

Thomas Buda
Marguerite Annesson

Jamie McChesney Keogh
Michael Balduf

Robert Mowbray
Christopher Murray
John Danaher

Michael Kairis

Albert Crim

Stan Giza

Camille DeMario

Ollie Abdalla

Angie Bournios
Christopher Bielski

5/25
6/8
6/22
7/6
7/27
8/3
8/17
9/21
1/2

1990
1/4
11

Cathy Schmidt

Antonio Scerri

Patty Dodge

Joe Weaver

Jeanne Whittaker-Hines
Betty Jane Milne
Carrie Krieg

Charlie Stumb

Pat Morgan

FatherTime
Thomas A. Batts



