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GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — In a succes-
sion that was 15 years in 
the making, current 
Farms Deputy Director 
John Hutchins was 
unanimously appointed 
the department’s next 
public safety director by 
city council Monday 
night. 

The position is effec-
tive Saturday, Jan. 1, 

2022. 
“Law enforcement 

and fire service are a 
true calling and for the 
select few of us who are 
fortunate enough to do 
both jobs, working for 
our department and the 
city of Grosse Pointe 
Farms has been a 
dream,” Hutchins said. 
“Following in the foot-
s teps  of  d i rectors 
(Robert) Ferber and 
(Dan) Jensen, whose 
tenures comprised over 

51 years of leading this 
department, we will 
carry forward the tradi-
tion of upholding the 
highest standards, level 
of service and commit-
ment to the community 
we serve. And we will 
continue to get better.”

Although Hutchins 
made it through most of 
his college career with 
the intent to go into 
advertising, a bit of 
doubt on his path and 
two interest inventory 

tests convinced him his 
interests were geared 
toward police work. 
After exploring his 
options, the then-recent 
graduate set his sights 
on local law enforce-
ment and put himself 
through the Oakland 
Police Academy in 
January 1990. 

“I literally just said, 
I’m going to take the 
first job opportunity 

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Hutchins is new PS director

GROSSE POINTE PARK — At 
meetings of the Tax Increment 
Finance Authority and the 
Downtown Development 
Authority, the boards discussed 
and approved parking measures 
that will change the landscape of 
the business districts in Grosse 
Pointe Park.

In the TIFA district, the board 

approved the tearing down of a 
house at 1166 Maryland at a 
meeting Tuesday, Dec. 7. 

A few residents objected to the 
demolition, saying the city 
should follow action items spe-
cifically laid out in the parking 
study conducted by MKSK.

“The report calls for a myriad 
of action items long before it 
suggests the need for additional 
parking,” TIFA resident and for-
mer Park Councilwoman Darci 

McConnell said. 
Those in favor of tearing down 

the house pushed that the build-
ing currently is an “island,” with 
an alley entryway to its left and 
an existing parking lot to its 
right. With City Manager and 
TIFA Director Nick Sizeland 
emphasizing a comprehensive 
parking lot would be designed 
with stormwater management in 

Parking plans produced in the Park
By Kate Vanderstelt
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— In a unanimous team 
effort, Grosse Pointe 
Park City Council mem-
bers voted to appoint 
Brian Brenner, who ran 
for council in the general 
election and was elimi-
nated in the primary, to 
fi ll the 2-year partial term 
vacancy following for-
mer Councilwoman 
Aimee Fluitt’s resigna-
tion. Candidate inter-
views were conducted 
during a council meeting 
Monday, Dec. 13.

After candidate inter-
views, Brenner led with 
three votes, from Mayor 
Michele Hodges and 
c o u n c i l m e n  To m 
Caulfield and Max 
Wiener.  Candidate 
Michael McCuish fol-
lowed with two votes, 
from Councilwoman 
Christine Gallagher and 
newest Councilman 
M a r t y  M c M i l l a n . 
Counc i lman  Vikas 
Relan, stating he was 
torn, voted for candidate 

Jay Bonnell, who was 
unable to attend the 
interview.

“I would love to hear 
from my team here on 
why they voted for cer-
tain people, what aspects 
(they) see,” Relan said. 
“… I really am torn. I see 
four great candidates 
here.” 

P r o p o n e n t s  o f 
McCuish were impressed 
by his resume and 
thought he could add 

Brenner joins 
Park council
By Kate Vanderstelt
Staff Writer

THE GROSSE POINTES —
After a shooting tragedy at 
Oxford High School left four 
students dead and others in-
jured, with threats circulating 
metro Detroit and the Grosse 
Pointes, the Grosse Pointe 
Public School System called on 
local public safety departments 

to help prepare for anything that 
may come the community’s way.

“We have a really good rela-
tionship with all six of our 
municipal police departments,” 
GPPSS Superintendent Jon 
Dean said. “And when we have 
a tragedy like (what) happened 
(at Oxford), followed up by the 
various localized threats that 
we were dealing with, we’re 
talking to our police depart-

ments throughout those con-
stantly.”

Throughout the week of and 
after the shooting at Oxford 
Tuesday, Nov. 30, Dean was in 
contact with the chiefs of the 
fi ve Grosse Pointes and Harper 
Woods multiple times a day as 
threats in the school district 
were brought to light.

“We were doing that because 
obviously when we’re analyzing 

threats to our school district … 
there’s no way to talk about 
those without involving our 
local police,” Dean said.

As discussion continued, a 
meeting was set for the six 
municipalities’ chiefs of public 
safety to meet with the school 
district and discuss moving for-
ward.

Schools, public safety build post-Oxford partnership
By Kate Vanderstelt
Staff Writer

See PARKING, page 2A

See PARTNERS, page 4A

See BRENNER, page 3A

Brian Brenner

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Grosse Pointe Farms Deputy Director John 
Hutchins sits next to outgoing Director of Public 
Safety Dan Jensen. See HUTCHINS, page 12A

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

The holiday spirit
Houses throughout the Grosse Pointes are showing their holiday spirit with beautiful light displays, like 
this one on Lakeshore at Oxford.
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m i n d ,  t h e  b o a r d 
approved tearing down 
the house 6-2, with two 
members of the board 
absent.

“After discussion with 
TIFA and talking with 
several members of the 
business community,” 
Sizeland said, “they 
identified there’s a need 
of parking in the area. 
… My goal and mindset 
working with the busi-
ness community (is) … 
this can’t just be a 
blacktop parking lot. 
This has to be a sustain-
able measure. … If we 
just create parking lots, 
then we’re not beautify-
ing the city … while 
also not handling our 
stormwater manage-
ment side with extreme 
events.”

The torn-down house 
wi l l  jo in  pr ivate ly 
owned empty  lo ts 
stretching the alley 
from Lakepointe to 
Maryland to create an 
e n v i r o n m e n t -  a n d 
s tormwater- f r iendly 
parking lot. The city 
will work in conjunc-
tion with the private 
owner on the project.

Sizeland hopes, mov-
ing forward, this space 
can be a blueprint for 
being business, residen-
tial and environment 
friendly.

Also at the meeting, 
the board recapped a 
parking study com-
pleted by MKSK, the 
city’s master plan con-
sultant. Topics such as 
raising parking meter 
prices,  making the 
meters enforceable at 
later hours to match 
neighboring communi-
t ies  and meter ing 
spaces on Charlevoix 
and Mack were dis-
cussed.

“We’re very excited 
about this  parking 
study,” Sizeland said, 
“because it really gives 
the city and public 
safety a real tool and a 
map of how we’re going 
to go about this moving 
forward.”

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Sizeland, the top three 

takeaways from the 
study are to tear down 
the TIFA-owned home 
on Maryland, accom-
plished at the meeting; 
improve meter manage-
ment systems; and 
improve wayfinding 
and public parking.

As part of meter man-
agement, Sizeland said 
he had been consider-
ing the potential of 
implementing a smart 
metering system, simi-
lar to ones used in 
downtown districts of 
R o y a l  O a k  a n d 
Hamtramck. One such 
s y s t e m ,  c a l l e d 
Munic ipa l  Park ing 
Services, boasts meters 
capable of sharing city 
and business messaging 
on a screen, reading 
license plates via cam-
eras, displaying green 
or red lights to notify 
parking status and 
mailing tickets to park-
ers with expired meters.

“This is just only the 
f irst  company that 
we’ve brought in to take 
a look at (metering), 
but certainly it’s some-
thing very interesting,” 

Sizeland said. “… This 
is an opportunity that 
Grosse Pointe Park 
could be a leader in the 
Pointes for parking 
management.”

W h i l e  h e s i t a t i o n 
toward losing its small-
town charm with mod-
ern and extens ive 
metering like in Royal 
Oak-esque busy busi-
ness  d is tr ic ts  was 
expressed, Sizeland 
said this is all in the 
preliminary stages.

“Certainly we want to 
look at every avenue for 
parking management,” 
Sizeland said. “This is 
just one bite of the 
apple that we’re look-
ing at right now. We are 
not as busy as maybe a 
Royal Oak or some of 
these other communi-
ties, but we also want to 
look and see about hav-
ing the best technology 
that may be available at 
cost, (while) also keep-
ing Grosse Pointe Park 
in its charm. We cer-
tainly don’t want to cre-
ate a sea of parking 
meters. We want to be 
very mindful of making 

sure it  looks good 
within the business 
community.”

At the DDA meeting 
Wednesday, Dec. 8, the 
green space located on 
Jefferson in front of the 
Grosse Pointe Public 
Library Ewald branch 
w a s  a p p r o v e d  t o 
become a parking lot, 
via the approval of a 
memorandum of under-
standing between the 
U r b a n  R e n e w a l 
Initiative Foundation 
and the DDA. The 
motion passed 8-1, with 
board member Laura 
Ochab in opposition.

The memorandum 
regards parking for the 
A. Paul and Carol C. 
Schaap Center for the 
Performing Arts and the 
R ichard  and  Jane 
Manoogian Art Gallery, 
slated to be built in the 
coming years with the 
relocation of the depart-
ment of public works 
facility. Needing more 
parking space for the 
center, as determined 
by a parking study con-
ducted for the center by 
MKSK, the parking lot 
in front of the library 
will help house attend-

ees for the evening. At 
times when the arts cen-
ter is not in need of the 
parking lot, Sizeland, 
also serving as the DDA 
director, suggested it be 
used for events, such as 
winter socials, farmers 
markets, concert series 
and more.

“I think not only is 
this an opportunity as 
further assisting our 
businesses and reliev-
ing congestion from res-
i d e n t i a l  s t r e e t s , ” 
Sizeland said, “but 
these parking lots could 
also be an opportunity 
for gathering spaces 
moving forward. … I’m 
exc i ted  about  the 
chance to look at that.”

As part of the memo-
randum, the URIF will 
be dismissed from obli-
gations to pay for land 
acquired by the DDA, 
while the DDA will no 
longer be required to 
contribute $75,000 a 
year, among other obli-
gations. The exchange 
means the URIF’s pay-
ment  to  the DDA 
d e c r e a s e s  f r o m 
$410,016 to $200,000.

“ In i t ia l ly,  in  the 
October 2019 meeting, 

council had voted to 
convey land owned by 
the city, I believe it’s 
four plots, to the URIF 
for free,” Councilwoman 
Aimee Fluitt said at her 
final meeting Monday, 
Dec. 13. “And then that 
was adjusted and the 
URIF agreed to pay 
$410,000 for those plots 
of land, which was the 
appraised value accord-
ing to CVRE at the time. 
Now, if I’m reading this 
MOU correctly, they’re 
no  longer  pay ing 
$410,000 for the land. 
They are instead donat-
ing $200,000 for the 
parking lot. Is that cor-
rect?”

“That is correct,” 
Sizeland said.

“There’s a broader 
picture to it ,” City 
Attorney Jake Howlett 
interjected. “There’s 
also, in addition, the 
DDA no longer has the 
obligations for the 
$75,000 a year. They 
also don’t  have to 
deliver a pad-ready site. 
The DDA is not respon-
sible for the sidewalks. 
So it was essentially a 
tradeoff among certain 
expenses and shedding 
those expenses, and 
that was all part of the 
discussion.” 

“I wanted to be clear,” 
Fluitt said. “We’re giv-
ing up the $410,000 
which was a step for-
ward I believe for the 
taxpayer. I’m very glad 
that the DDA is no lon-
ger committing $75,000 
a year and that we don’t 
have to deal with the 
demo and replacing the 
sidewalks. Those are all 
good points.  But I 
wanted to be clear 
about how they are no 
longer paying for that 
land, which the city I 
believe paid about $2.1 
million for. So they’re 
no longer paying for 
that land but they are 
donating $200,000 for 
the parking lot.” 

Those opposing the 
lot pointed to taking 
away greenspace in the 
district as a major 
downside.

“Part of the DDA pur-
pose is to soften the 
appearance of the com-
mercial area,” Ochab 
said, “and just taking 
away a large space of 
greenery to put in a 
parking lot, visually on 
the Jefferson corridor, 
I’m not sure how that 
looks.”

Ochab added the 
space currently is used 
as a gathering place for 
sporting camps.

“If we can help with a 
parking lot, I think it’s 
the least we can do to 
get this thing rolling,” 
board member Andrew 
Richner said in support.

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

1166 Maryland, sandwiched by an alleyway entrance and an existing parking lot, was approved for demo-
lition by the TIFA board. The house’s demise will make way for a stormwater management-friendly park-
ing lot stretching from Maryland to Lakepointe.

PARKING:
Continued from page 1A
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unique expertise to the 
council. McMillan added 
McCuish’s perceived 
level of calm and collect-
edness would be an 
asset.

Wiener said while he 
believed either McCuish 
or Brenner would be a 
fi ne choice for the seat, 
he wanted someone who 
would hit the ground 
running on challenges 
currently facing the 
Park. Brenner’s atten-
dance at meetings and 
involvement throughout 
the years pushed him to 
the top for Wiener.

“It’s not a secret that 
he and I are cut from 
very different cloth polit-
ically,” Wiener said. “But 
having talked to him, the 
one thing we have in 
common is we both 
believe strongly in the 
town and we want to do 
the work to help the 
city.”

Caulfi eld and Hodges 
said Brenner would 
enhance the council’s 
make-up in terms of res-
ident representation.

“I looked at it from a 
resident’s perspective 
overall and I think Brian 
checks a lot of boxes, I’ll 
say that, for a general 
r e s i d e n t  o v e r a l l , ” 
Caulfi eld said.

“We need to ensure 
that (residents) are rep-
resented responsibly in a 
way that contributes 
effectively to the prob-
lem solving, the dia-
logue, the deliberation 
and to  the  team 
dynamic,” Hodges said, 
“and in a way that 
strengthens our out-
comes because of that 
diversity of thought and 
because we do have 
good representation on 

the council, which there-
fore means we march 
forward together as a 
community. None of us 
want to go back to the 
days of division and I 
don’t think we have to 
settle for that. … 

“ I  be l ieve  Br ian 
Brenner is right for this 
moment at this time,” 
she said. “I mean he 
really does complete this 
team.”

With Relan expressing 
indecision, newcomer 
McMillan suggested 
waiting to make a deci-
sion until the January 
council meeting, giving 
council members time to 
get to know the candi-
dates better. The motion 
f a i l e d  3 - 3 ,  w i t h 
Gallagher, McMillan and 
Relan in favor and 
Hodges, Caulfield and 
Wiener opposed. 

“I don’t see any reason 
why we can’t move for-
ward with this,” Wiener 
said, emphasizing coun-
cil was in agreement 
there were qualifi ed can-
didates on the table. 

“Because we have six 
people voting (and) we 
know how everyone 
voted,” Relan said, “… if 
I change my vote to 
McCuish, then we’re still 
at a stalemate. If I move 
my vote to Brenner, then 
we have a 4-2 majority. 
And it seems like it’s 
weighing on me which, 
that sucks for me, 
because again we have 
great candidates here. … 
I don’t want to hold 
everything up. That’s not 
my intention here at all. 
…  

“Obviously we have a 
3-2 plus me, so I’m torn,” 
he said. “If I can say I’m 
not feeling well and back 
out, then you guys can 
have your vote and get 
your majority. But, I’m 
willing to make a motion. 

Let’s make a motion to 
move Brian Brenner into 
the appointed seat vacat-
ing council member 
Fluitt’s resignation.” 

The motion was sec-
onded by Wiener and 
unanimously approved. 
Hodges thanked the 
group for their willing-
ness to work together.

“I do think (the unani-
mous vote) is a very 
important step forward 
to embrace our new col-
league,” she said, “and I 
know that this wasn’t an 
easy decision for all of 
you, so thank you for 
that compromise and 
consensus and for being 
a team.” 

“I’m well aware that I 
was not the fi rst choice 
for several of the current 
counci l  members , ” 
Brenner said in an inter-
view, “but yes, having 
the vote of confi dence, 
having all of them vote 
in support, was very 
meaningful and appreci-
ated.”

With a failed race for a 
council seat during the 
g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n , 
Brenner said he applied 
to fill  the vacancy 
because of his belief in 
the team.

“I don’t think a lot of 
us expected the election 
to turn out so strongly in 
the favor of the crew that 
did,” he said. “… When 
this group won, I 
thought, … ‘If ever I was 
going to do this, now 
was the time,’ because I 
believe very strongly in 
the team that was 
elected. … It was my 
belief in the ability of 
this group to tackle a lot 
of the (challenges) that 
we have facing us. I 
couldn’t think of a better 
group to be with.”

A Park native, Brenner 
hopes his skillset and 
perspective will help him 

continue to move the city 
forward.

“At this point I think 
our priorities are excru-
ciatingly clear,” he said. 
“Nothing is more impor-
tant than keeping our 
basements from blowing 
up every time it rains.”

He added he also will 
support the A. Paul and 
Carol C. Schaap Center 
for the Performing Arts 
and the Richard and 
Jane Manoogian Art 
Gallery, as he sees it as 
an infl uential project for 
partnership in the com-
munity.

“I think we have a tre-
mendous opportunity in 
the Park to work collab-
oratively with the Schaap 
Center,” he said, “to pro-
mote entertainment in 
the Park, to promote our 
local dining and bar 
scene. I’ve seen this fi rst-
hand, where working 
with local entertainment 
venues can really benefi t 
the hospitality industry. 
And additionally, we’re 
always talking about 
being inclusive and get-
ting people out to the 
Park and showing off the 
Park, and I think there’s 
nothing more exciting 
than this. … 

“I think this is a tre-
mendous opportunity to 
attract people down here 
and support our busi-
nesses and hopefully 
grow this as well across 
Alter,” he added. “… 
Having thriving neigh-
bors is great for every-
body.”

At the end of the day 
when excitement of the 
new appointment wears 
off, Brenner said he’s 
ready to get to work.

“We’re not here to pat 
each other on the back 
for having your buddies 
get you into council,” he 
said. “It’s a job to be 
done.”
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MONDAY, DEC. 20

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Committee of the Whole 
meeting, 6:30 p.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods City Council meeting, 7 p.m.

THURSDAY, DEC. 23

 ◆ City, Farms, Park and Shores city offi ces closed.

FRIDAY, DEC. 24

 ◆ Christmas Eve — all city offi ces closed.

The Week Ahead

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — The swearing 
in of the Farms’ newest 
officer Friday, Dec. 10, 
marked a homecoming in 
the department as fellow 
offi cers celebrated the re-
turn of one of their own.

Of f i cer  Veron ica 
Cashion, who first was 
sworn in as a Farms pub-
lic safety offi cer in 2012, 
lost the job she loved in 
2017, after she was hit by 
a car while off duty and 
left with a torn rotator 
cuff, twisted pelvis, con-
cussion and large gash 
on her head.

“It’s been a roller 
coaster,” she said. “Four 
years ago I would have 
never thought I was 
going to be back on the 
street.”

The pull to continue 
helping her friends and 
fellow officers first 
brought Cashion back to 
the department as a part-
time dispatcher toward 

the end of 2018, a role 
she held until Friday’s 
reinstatement. 

Her time behind the 
desk,  experiencing 
department operations 
from the other side, will 
serve her well as an offi -
cer, she explained, 
because of the different 
perspective she was 
offered and the gain of a 
new respect for the dis-
patchers serving along-
side her.

Now, she said, she is 
feeling “100 percent bet-
ter.”

“I want to finish my 
career,” Cashion said of 
her return to the depart-
ment. “If I start some-
thing, I want to fi nish it. 
… Plus I have aspirations 
of being promoted and 
teaching others what I 
know from my past expe-
riences, so that’s always 
been my goal.”

As the lead on pro-
grams such as Shop with 
a Cop — officers took 
students with mental and 
physical disabilities on a 

shopping spree and to a 
luncheon at Pier Park to 
help them become more 
comfortable with law 
enforcement  — and 
Crafts with a Cop — mak-

ing crafts with students 
inside schools — prior to 
her unexpected hiatus, 
Cashion also intends to 
restart the programs as a 
focus on community 
policing. 

“Now that we have a 

resource officer, I’m 
going to work with him 
and get this going again,” 
she said, “and do some 
other projects, too, with 
the kids and with the 
community, if I can.”

Although the opposite 

of what Cashion’s drive 
for her career would sug-
gest, she initially entered 
college in pursuit of a 
civil engineering degree, 
with no intent to become 
an offi cer. A friend who 
convinced her to take a 
few law enforcement 
classes with him can be 
thanked for her realiza-
tion that she found the 
subject matter intriguing.

“I fell in love with it,” 
she said. “… I’m not sit-
ting behind a desk. It’s 
always something differ-
ent every day. You’re 
helping people. Even if 
it’s just getting that cat 
out of that tree, you’re 
helping someone. That’s 
what I wanted to do. 
Money’s not everything.”

Cash ion’s  career 
includes four years with 
the Detroit  Pol ice 
Department and another 
four with Harper Woods, 
before she found her 
home at the Farms 
department.

“(They) just welcomed 
me with open arms,” she 
said of her return, “so I’m 
very excited to be back.”

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Officer returns to duty four years after accident

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

Offi cer Veronica Cashion’s husband, Jim, pins on her badge.

GROSSE POINTE FARMS — Michigan 
State Police were brought in to investi-
gate a death at a home in the 300 block 
of Kercheval at 2:50 p.m. Wednesday, 
Dec. 8, after an unconscious man was 
reported to Farms public safety by fami-
ly members and the offi cers arrived to 
fi nd the individual deceased. 

The 55-year-old Farms man was a 
witness in the 2010 death of JoAnn 
Matouk-Romain, which the Farms 
department ruled a suicide, while fam-
ily members insist it was murder. 

Detectives from the Special 

Investigation Section of the Michigan 
State Police were asked to conduct the 
death investigation by the Farms 
Department of Public Safety due to a 
confl ict of interest, according to a tweet 
by MSP Metro Detroit.

“Detectives have completed their 
investigation of the scene and are 
awaiting results from the medical 
examiner,” the tweet read. “At this time 
there are no signs of foul play.”

The investigation is ongoing.

— Laurel Kraus

No signs of foul play in witness death

BRENNER:
Continued from page 1A

Offi cer Veronica Cashion with Director of Public Safety Dan Jensen.
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The 2001 tragedy that 
devastated the nation — 
the Sept. 11 terrorist 
attacks — had a serious 
effect on a young Will 
Thompson.

“I was part of that gen-
eration that sat in a 
classroom and watched 
the second plane hit the 
towers,” he said. “That 
was pretty impactful.”

Thompson joined the 
U.S. Marine Corps after 
graduating from Grosse 
Pointe North High 
School and served more 
than four years, includ-
ing a tour of duty in Iraq 
in 2006, and another in 
Afghanistan in 2008.

“There was a lot of 
excitement at the time,” 
he recalled, noting his 
service in the U.S. 
Marine Corps, 2nd 
A m p h i b i o u s 
R e c o n n a i s s a n c e 
Battalion, 2nd Marine 
Div is ion  a t  Camp 
Lejeune, N.C., which 
called for jump school, 
dive school, sniper 
school and more train-
ing. “It was more than 
standard infantry. … 
Mine was a fast-paced 
job.”

After his service, 
Thompson returned to 
Michigan to further his 
education at Wayne 
State University.

“When I got out of the 
Marine Corps, I had 
thought I’d go into the 
FBI,” he said. “They 
were recruiting heavily 
people with accounting 
and f inance back-
grounds.”

While earning an 
undergraduate degree in 
fi nance, Thompson got 
an internship with DTE 
Energy, which eventu-
ally prompted him to use 
the GI Bill to go to law 
school, which he also did 
through Wayne State.

Currently, Thompson 
is a litigation attorney 
with Varnum. His prac-
tice is primarily focused 
on complex commercial, 
tax and insolvency litiga-
tion.

“I like the process,” he 
said. “It’s a skill set that 
you apply to different 
problems,” from breach 
of contract claims to 
complex fraud claims, 
according to his biogra-

phy at varnumlaw.com.
Thompson also is vice 

president of the Detroit 
Veterans Bar Association 
and performs around 50 
hours of pro bono work 
for veterans each year.

Thompson said he 
likes getting dressed up 
and going to court, but 
since the pandemic has 
“made the industry more 
relaxed,” he also is able 
to work from anywhere, 
including the home he 
shares with his wife, 
Ellisse, their two chil-
dren, Ben, 3, and Harper, 
1, and their new puppy, 
Koda.

“My family inspires 
me,” he said. “I want to 
be a good dad and a 
good husband.”

Thompson married his 
high school sweetheart 
— they met in foods 
class at North — in 2012. 
As fate would have it, 
she, too, became an 
attorney.

“People ask us, ‘Don’t 
you argue about stuff 
with each other?’” he 
said. “We don’t. It’s actu-
ally helpful; we might 
have ideas that we can 
bounce off one another. 
It’s a partnership, in a 
sense.

“We also know what 
each other is going 
through,” he added. “I’ve 
been in trials where it 
consumes your life. 
You’re in it for 12 hours, 
16 hours a day. She 
knows she has to take 
over on the home front 
in a way. Or I know I 
have to when she’s in 
court.”

Another shared pas-
sion the Thompsons 
have is the great out-
doors.

“We are an outdoor 
junkie family,” he said. 
“We set a goal to see all 
the national parks before 
our son is 18.”

They’ll have to aver-
age two a year to reach 
their goal, he added, and 
they visited four last 
summer. So far, they’ve 
been to at least a half 
dozen national parks 
and they already have 

planned a trip to Acadia 
National Park in Maine 
next summer. 

“I’ve been to a lot on 
my own,” he added. “I 
grew up in Boy Scouts 
with camping trips.”

Thompson’s top three 
are Glacier National 
Park, for its beauty; 
Yellowstone National 
Park, for its animals — 
“It’s as close to a zoo as 
you can get in nature,” 
he said — and Mesa 
Verde National Park for 
its history.

“It’s the most well-pre-
served Native American 
ruins in the United 
States,” he said. “There 
are dwellings built into 
the cliffside. … It’s sort 
of a spiritual trip.”

Along with boating 
and swimming with his 
f a m i l y,  T h o m p s o n 
reunites with his fellow 
servicemen each year for 
an outdoor adventure.

“I have good memories 
and great friendships,” 
he said of his time in the 
military. “We get together 
every year to go rafting 
or canoeing.

“I really appreciate 
being in the outdoors.”

The meeting, occur-
ring the evening of 
Tuesday, Dec. 7, con-
sisted of talk about what 
went well in addressing 
the threats, what could 
have gone better and 
what needs to happen 
moving forward.

“(The directors of pub-
lic safety) want to talk 
more with us about train-
ing,” Dean said. “They 
want to talk about ways 
that we can partner (and) 
have offi cers available to 
support the people in our 
buildings.”

Overall, the group’s 
meeting Tuesday resulted 
in the desire to have more 
officer presence in 
schools and continue the 
discussion between pub-
lic safety and the school 
system on how to keep 
the community’s children 
safe.

“The biggest takeaway 
is the spirit of collabora-
tion and commitment 
that all six of the (munic-
ipalities) and us have to 
keeping everybody safe,” 
Dean said. “I think 
another really important 
takeaway, and something 
I’m really proud of, is 
technically our two high 
schools obviously reside 

in only two cities, the 
Woods and the Farms, 
but all six of the munici-
pal chiefs recognize that 
they’re kind of our collec-
tive responsibility. … 

“We’re going to keep 
having dialogue,” he 
added, “(and there’s a 
commitment) to keep 
our community safe. 
That involves keeping 
our kids safe, which hap-
pens in schools — and 
we’re all committed to 
that.”

The school district 
intends to continue to 
meet with the public 
safety heads, with a sec-
ond meeting already 
scheduled for Monday, 

Dec. 20. Due to security 
concerns, these meetings 
are not held publicly, a 
stipulation provided for 
in the Open Meetings 
Act.

In addition to meeting 
with the public safety 
departments, Dean said 
he would be meeting 
with a security consul-
tant firm to discuss 
school safety. The last 
school safety study was 
conducted for the district 
in 2016.

While Dean said it’s 
not planned yet, the dis-
trict would commit to 
conducting another full 
school safety study if 
deemed necessary.
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By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Veteran, attorney inspired 
by family, the great outdoors

COURTESY PHOTOS

Will Thompson plays with his son, Ben, during a na-
tional park visit.

Will and Ellisse Thompson enjoy a day on the lake.

The Thompson family — Will, Ellisse, Ben and 
Harper — during a visit to Mesa Verde National 
Park.

PARTNERS:
Continued from page 1A
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Shop with us in store 16906 Kercheval Ave
in the Village of Grosse Pointe, or online

shopglitterandscotch.com

(313) 571-3607

121621

17005 Kercheval in The Village of Grosse Pointe
lasergiftware.com | 313.884.8105 | lasergiftware@gmail.com

Customizable Quality Gifts
Free Personalization

No Minimum Quantity To Order

www.gpbr.com

Only one website 
gives you access to 
1,000+ local REALTORS® 
and a list of homes 
open for tour.

ORS®

121621

WEEKEND

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Council adopted the 
following ordinance at its meeting held on Monday, December 
6, 2021.  The ordinance was adopted in accordance with the 
City Charter and will become effective December 16, 2021, 
and is hereby published by title:

An Ordinance to Amend City of Grosse Pointe Woods 
Code of Ordinances, Chapter 2, Administration, Article 
II, Offi cers and Employees, to Add a New Division 5 to 

Create the Offi ce of Assistant City Administrator

The ordinance is available for public inspection or purchase 
from the Offi ce of the City Clerk, at the Robert E. Novitke 
Municipal Center, 20025 Mack Plaza, between 8:30 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, or www.gpwmi.us. 

 Lisa Kay Hathaway
 City Clerk
G.P.N.: 12/16/2021
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Grosse Pointe Farms

Doing 
the right thing

The girlfriend of a sus-
pect in his late 30s con-
tacted an 83-year-old 
Farms woman Monday, 
Dec. 6, to inform her that 
the man had her credit 
card numbers and stolen 
jewelry. The suspect is an 
employee at a landscap-
ing company that has 
worked at the Farms 
woman’s house and cur-
rently is on probation for 
fraud.

High-speed 
crash

When an off icer 
attempted to pull a vehi-
cle over on Mack Avenue 
because of its loud 
exhaust at 3:09 a.m. 
Tuesday, Dec. 7, it sped 
away at 73 mph.

After crashing into a 
telephone pole near 
Marseilles Street and 
East Warren, the 17-year-
old Detroit driver was 
arrested by a City of 
Grosse Pointe offi cer for 
fl eeing or eluding police, 
obstructing a police 
investigation, reckless 
driving, driving an unin-
sured and unregistered 
vehicle and driving while 
unlicensed.

Free food
After being recognized 

as a suspect who had sto-
len a sandwich the day 
before from a business in 
the 18000 block of Mack 
Avenue, a 39-year-old 
Detroit man was seen 
walking out of the same 
business with a sandwich 
he hadn’t paid for at 5:01 
p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 7.

The man was arrested 
for retail fraud and a fel-
ony arrest warrant.

Found bike
A woman’s bike was 

found on Muir Road 
Tuesday, Dec. 7.

Just can’t win
An 87-year-old Farms 

man discovered a fraudu-
lent purchase of a protec-
tion plan for $102.98 
Wednesday, Dec. 8, that 
included his credit card 
information, phone num-
ber and full name. 

The man received the 
card 10 days prior to the 
incident due to his previ-
ous card being defrauded 
as well.

Found phone
A cell phone was found 

at Mack Avenue and 
Moross Road Friday, 
Dec. 10.

Fraudulent 
charge

Following problems 
with fraudulent account 
activity in the past, a 
73-year-old Farms man 
discovered an AT&T 
DIRECTV account in his 
name with an outstand-
ing balance of $1,055 
when he applied for a 
home equi ty  loan 
Saturday, Dec. 11.

Trespassing
A 39-year-old Detroit 

man, who was previously 
advised on trespassing, 
was cited for trespassing 
in a business in the 18000 
block of Mack Avenue at 
5:01 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 
12.

— Laurel Kraus

Report information 
about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Farms Public Safety, 
(313) 885-2100.

Grosse Pointe Shores

No crimes to report per 
dispatch.

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about crimes to Grosse 
Pointe Shores Public 
Safety, (313) 881-5500.

Grosse Pointe Park 

Deconstructing 
Christmas

A resident in the 1100 
block of Bishop discov-
ered multiple strands of 
their Christmas lights 
were cut, making the 
lights inoperable. 

The destruction of 
property occurred some-
time between noon 
Friday, Dec. 3, and noon 
Sunday, Dec. 5.

Handyman 
in the making

A pickup truck parked 
in the driveway of a home 
in the 700 block of 
Barrington was rum-
maged through between 
3 and 10 a.m. Wednesday, 
Dec. 8.

Taken from the bed of 
the truck was a Dewalt 
drill and toolbox contain-
ing various tools.

Party favor
A resident in the 900 

block of Beaconsfield 
reported having a group 

of friends over for the 
night Tuesday, Dec. 7, 
and, upon waking up, 
noticed her 2017 Ford 
Explorer was missing.

She was notifi ed it was 
involved in an accident in 
Southfi eld and had been 
driven by a friend from 
the party.

Suspected is a 47-year-
old Southfi eld man.

— Kate Vanderstelt
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Park Public Safety, (313) 
822-7400.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Designer 
sunglasses

A 2021 Dodge Ram 
pick-up truck was parked 
in a lot in the 19000 block 
of Mack around 6:40 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 6. When its 
owner returned to the car 
at 7:30 a.m. the following 
morning, the rear driv-
er’s side window was 
shattered.

Stolen from the inside 
the car were two pairs of 
sunglasses: a Gucci pair, 
valuing $475, and a Yves 
Saint Laurent pair, worth 
$450.

Distracted driver
A 21-year-old Redford 

resident, distracted by 
his cell phone, rear 
ended a vehicle at a stop 
sign at Allard and 
Chester at 5:29 p.m. 
Tuesday, Dec. 7.

With a valid warrant 
out of Novi, a Novi offi -
cer came to pick up the 
Redford man.

The man was issued 
citations for driving with 
license suspended, no 
insurance, expired plate 
and failure to stop within 
assured clear distance.

Repeated 
Grinch offenses 

A resident in the 1500 
block of South Renaud 
reported her Christmas 
lights have been mali-
ciously manipulated in 
2018, 2019 and again this 
year, as of 7:35 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 12.

The lights were operat-
ing Saturday, Dec. 11, 
but Sunday she discov-
ered one strand on her 
front bushes was sev-
ered. 

The woman does not 
have suspicions as to 
who is causing the dam-
age. 

— Kate Vanderstelt
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Woods Public Safety, 
(313) 343-2400.

City of Grosse Pointe

Violent 
disturbance

Following a report of a 
violent person within a 
business in the 18000 
block of Mack Avenue at 
12:10 p.m. Thursday, 
Dec. 9, offi cers secured 

the suspect at the scene 
until Detroit officers 
arrived.

Hospital threats
Officers located and 

arrested a 39-year-old 
homeless  man on 
Cadieux Road at 3:45 
a.m. Saturday, Dec. 11, 
after he made threats in 
the waiting room of a 
local hospital. Upon fur-
ther investigation, he was 
referred to a mental 
health facility for treat-
ment. 

Wind damage
Throughout the day 

Saturday, Dec. 11, offi-
cers responded and 
assisted citizens with 
many wires and trees 
down due to the high 
winds.

Cranky customer
A 40-year-old Woods 

man was reported to offi -
cers at 6 p.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 11, for disturbing 
customers in a business 
in the 17000 block of 
Kercheval Avenue and 
refusing to leave. After a 
discussion with offi cers, 
he left voluntarily.

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the City of 
Grosse Pointe Public 
Safety, (313) 886-3200.
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Understand your risk for heart disease
It could be lifesaving
New symptoms? Fatigue or a heart flutter? Talk to a cardiologist about your risk 
for heart disease. Find out if a heart screening may be the right option for you. 
Getting the right heart care sooner can make a difference later. Don’t delay care. 
For in-person visits, know that we are maintaining strict precautions to keep you 
safe while in our care. Schedule your heart 

screening by calling 
866-501-3627, press 1

Insurance does not cover the cost of a heart scan. Please note: You should not have this test if you are pregnant or have previously had a heart attack, 
coronary bypass surgery or a coronary stent. Men under age 40 and women under age 50 should not have this test because detectable calcium is not likely.
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313-882-SAFE (7233)
19261 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Woods, 48236



GPF parking 
offi cer thwarts 
car theft
To the Editor:

Yesterday, the quick 
thinking and heroic 
response by Parking 
Enforcement Officer 
Charity thwarted the 
theft of my 2020 Jeep 
Trackhawk from the 
Richard parking lot 
around lunchtime (11:33 
a.m.). 

At that time, Officer 
Charity was checking 
vehicles at the northern 
end of the Richard lot 
when she observed a (sto-
len) Dodge SUV with a 
broken-out rear window 
and three male occupants 
enter the lot and park 
next to my Trackhawk. 
This vehicle and its occu-
pants appeared suspi-
cious to Offi cer Charity 
and she kept a watchful 
eye on both the vehicle 
and its occupants. 

Within a matter of sec-
onds, these three individ-
uals exited their SUV, 
broke out a rear window 
in my Jeep and lifted a 
short, slight in stature 
man through the broken 
window to gain entry to 
my vehicle. 

Offi cer Charity, recog-
nizing that these men 
were attempting to steal 
my vehicle, saw my brake 
lights go on and had the 
wherewithal to jump into 
her vehicle and rush to 
my Jeep with her horn 

blaring. 
Although she was 

unarmed and unaware of 
whether these three men 
had a gun or other 
weapon, she immediately 
stopped her vehicle less 
than a foot behind mine, 
thereby preventing them 
from taking off with my 
Jeep. 

Simultaneously, Offi cer 
Charity was in contact 
with the station advising 
offi cers of the situation 
that was unfolding, pro-
viding them with second-
by-second updates and a 
description of the Dodge 
SUV and its occupants. 

Two of these men took 
off in the Dodge SUV and 
were pursued by GPF 
police while the individ-
ual who was inside my 
vehicle fl ed on foot which 
necessitated the use of a 
tracking dog in the ensu-
ing search. 

Offi cer Charity showed 
unwavering bravery and 
courage and her actions 
went well beyond the call 
of duty for an unarmed 
parking enforcement offi -
cer. 

I am so very grateful 
that she was in the 
Richard lot during this 
time. Not only would I 
like to commend her for 
her heroism, but, in my 
humble opinion, the city 
should recognize her self-
less actions with an 
award or commendation.

DAVID GRIEM
Grosse Pointe Farms

A Hollyfest 
thank-you
To the Editor:

The Family Center of 
Grosse Pointe and 
Harper Woods is incred-
ibly grateful for the gen-
erosity of our Hollyfest 
sponsors, donors and 
attendees! 

In our 21st year, in the 
midst of so much uncer-
tainty, we came together 
in a beautiful celebration 
of the work The Family 
Center has accomplished 
in our community and 
we raised an unprece-
dented amount of money 
to support the mental 
health needs of children 
in Grosse Pointe and 
Harper Woods.

Very special thanks to 
our 2021 Hollyfest Chair 
Christine Alcantara, our 
master of ceremonies 
Roger Hull, our special 
appeal guest speaker 
Beth Walsh-Sahutske, 
our auctioneer Marie 
Boyle Reinman and The 
Grunyons for their won-
derful performance.

Thank you to our spon-
sors and auction donors 
for their tremendous 
support:

Hallmark Sponsor
Henry Ford Health 

System
Signature Sponsors
Antonelli Financial 

Advisors
Christine & Tony 

Alcantara
Patron Sponsors
Diane & Ron Strickler
The Grosse Pointe 

W a r  M e m o r i a l 
Association

Wolverine Packing Co.
Benefactor Sponsors
Marilyn Bartley
Marquita Bedway & Al 

LaHood
Beaumont
Ben & Laura Burns
CNS Healthcare
T h e  C l a i r m o u n t 

Group, PLC
Hubbell, Roth & Clark, 

Inc.
Ed Lazar Insurance 

Agency
C a t h y  &  J o h n 

Leverenz
Beth & Joe Moran
Joe Ricci Automotive
Ed Rinke Chevrolet 
Shane & Sara Reeside
Lynn G. Schneider
Wa y n e  C o u n t y 

Community College 
District

Frank Wilberding
Partner Sponsors
Aiello Law Group
Stuart Dow
Eastside Dermatology
Exway Electric
Judy & Kenn Gafa
Higbie-Maxon Agney 

Realtors
Little Blue Book & 

Towar Productions
Michael & Andrea 

Mattei
M c C o n n e l l 

Communications
Mary Petersen, LMSW, 

ACSW
P i t t s - A l d r i c h 

Associates
Ray Laethem Motor 

Village
Susie & Chip Rohde
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas 

(Mary) Shafer
S h o r e P o i n t e -

Cranberry Park
Rick & Cathy Walker
Gail L. Warden
M e d i a  S p o n s o r : 

Grosse Pointe News
Graphic  Design: 

Honest Opinion
P h o t o g r a p h y : 

Andreas Browne, Yellow 
Door Photography & 
Imaging

Auction donors:
Christine and Tony 

Alcantara
Suzanne and Jerry 

Antonelli
Atwater Beer
Marilyn Bartley
Nick Best, Best Choice 

Home Services
Bommarito’s
Capricious
Cheese To Please
Ted Fly
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LETTERS
The Grosse Pointe News welcomes your letters to
the editor. All letters should be typed, double-spaced 
and signed. Letters longer than 250 words may be
edited for length. All letters may be edited for
content. We reserve the right to refuse any letter. 
Include daytime phone number for verifi cation
or questions. The deadline for letters is 3 p.m. 
Monday. Letters to the editor may by emailed to
editor@grossepointenews.com.

O U R  V I E W

The opinions expressed in letters and guest columns are not necessarily views shared by the Grosse Pointe News.
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T
hat’s the sound of declining enrollment in 
the Grosse Pointe Public School System 
and the resulting melting away of the dis-
trict’s contingency fund.

Deputy Superintendent Amanda 
Matheson pulled a rabbit out of her hat Monday 
night when she presented the school board with a 
budget reflecting “only” a $4.5 million deficit, 
largely due to declining enrollment. 

We say “only” because we and others knowledge-
able of school budgeting expected a shortfall of half 
again or nearly double that amount.

The district set its 2021-22 budget on an expected 
enrollment of 7,047. However, actual enrollment 
this school year came in 416 students less than 
expected. At $10,350 state funding per student, that 
amounts to a $4.3 million hit to the budget.

Also impacting the school district’s bottom line is 
the 4 percent pay increase given to unionized 

employees this year. Since payroll refl ects most of 
the district’s expenses, a 4 percent increase to a 
$100 million budget should be nearly $4 million.

So we and others expected a $6-8 million defi cit, 
but we will take better than expected news.

The $4.5 million takes the district’s fund balance 
— rainy day fund — down to $10.35 million, 10.56 
percent of the budget. Typically, a 15-20 percent 
fund balance is a sound budgetary practice.

What is concerning is how long can this go on? 
The district came off a pandemic year when enroll-
ment was expected to be down and still lost 289 
more kids. Enrollment is down 1,000 students since 
2018-19.

When a school board member asked Ms. 
Matheson how the $4.5 million will be made in next 
year’s budget, she said she hadn’t worked that out 
yet.

We’ll see.

Enrollment: Drip, drip, drip
W

ith the unanimous appointments 
of Brian Brenner on Monday night 
and Martin “Marty” McMillan last 
week to fill vacancies on the 
Grosse Pointe Park City Council, 

Mayor Michele Hodges has a strong team in place 
to get some serious work done in her city.

Mr. Brenner was one of 15 applicants, along 
with Mr. McMillan, who applied to fill the seat 
vacated by Ms. Hodges when she won election as 
mayor last November. Both candidates made the 
council’s short list of six.

While Mr. McMillan’s appointment last week 
was led with a motion by Councilman Vikas 
Relan and unanimously passed by the council, 
the veteran councilman “was torn” when it came 
to former councilwoman Aimee Fluitt’s replace-
ment.

Mr. Relan originally supported Jay Bonnell for 
the appointment. Applicant Michael McCuish 
was favored by two council members, while Mr. 
Brenner was favored by Mayor Hodges and two 
other council members.

The council was at an impasse until Mr. Relan 
made the diplomatic move on nominating Mr. 
Brenner, resulting in the unanimous support. 
Thank you, Mr. Relan, for stepping up. It bodes 
well for the council going forward.

“I do think (the unanimous vote) is a very 
important step forward to embrace our new col-
league,” Mayor Hodges said, “and I know that 
this wasn’t an easy decision for all of you, so 
thank you for that compromise and consensus 
and for being a team.” 

After the meeting, new Councilman Brenner 
told Grosse Pointe News reporter Kate 
Vanderstelt, “I’m well aware that I was not the 
first choice for several of the current council 
members, but, yes, having the vote of confidence, 
having all of them vote in support was very 
meaningful and appreciated.”

A Park native, Mr. Brenner is a chef and owner 
of his catering business, Chef Abner Brenner 
Culinary. He said that while he did not make it 
past the primary last year, he was encouraged by 
the candidates who made it to the November 
election and won seats on the council. “I couldn’t 
think of a better group to be with,” he told the 
Grosse Pointe News.

Mr. McMillan, retired, holds a business degree 
from Wayne State University. He will put it to 
good use as he comes up to speed on the council. 
He has served on the recreation commission 
since 2015 and is president of Grosse Pointe Park 
Little League.

Congratulations to the new councilmembers 
and to Mayor Hodges and council for moving 
together in unity.

“We do have good representation on the coun-
cil,” Mayor Hodges acknowledged, “which there-
fore means we march forward together as a 
community. None of us want to go back to the 
days of division.”

Park council
appointments
complete team

See LETTERS, page 7A

ILLUSTRATION BY KEN SCHOP



Grosse Pointe Park offi -
cials prepare to offi cially 
open the new ice rink at 
Patterson Park, they also 
realize that something 
must be done to provide 
amenities for the many 
skaters who will be using 
the rink during the cold 
winter weather. City 
Manager Dale Krajniak 
said there is a storage 
garage about 50 yards 
from the ice rink and the 
most logical solution is to 
make some improve-
ment to the garage so the 
public could use its rest-
rooms and put in a warm-
ing room where residents 
can don skates or take a 
break from the cold.

Obituaries: Matilda 
Good, Bjarne Heian D.O., 
Robert Eugene Arthur 
Sr., Mary Jane Sorge, 
J e a n n e  M c K i g g a n 
Hawkins, Gertrude J. 

Meeker, June Sarvis 
Angott, Emilen Hribar, 
Edward Seward Wunsch, 
Gregory  Reyno lds , 
Patrick Joseph Scotella 
Sr.

2001
20 years ago this week

FARMS BOOSTS 
FUNDS: That holiday jin-
gle at city hall isn’t 
Santa’s sleigh bells. It’s 
extra savings in the city’s 
pockets. An audit for fi s-
cal year 2010-11, which 
ended June 30, revealed 
Grosse Pointe Farms in-
creased its rainy day 
fund. The fund is greater 
than last year’s and 
equals 23 percent of the 
general fund budget.

SERVICES COULD 

MERGE: Earlier this year 
it was joint public safety 
dispatch with a sister 
Grosse Pointe. This 
month, it’s shared fi re-
fi ghting services with the 
whole Pointe family. Next 
year is a police, fi re and 
emergency medical ser-
vices partnership be-
tween the City and Park. 
All are goals of the City of 
Grosse Pointe to save 
costs and improve effi -
ciency by sharing compa-
rable services. The latest 
proposal is the biggest: to 
create a joint public safe-
ty authority with Grosse 
Pointe Park.

Obituaries: John “Jack” 
William Coe, Corine V. 
McDonald, Sharon J. 
Osip, John McLellan, 
Lenore A. Pasquinelli, 
Carol A. O’Brien, Thomas 
G. Phillips, Howard Hall 
Robinson Jr.
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I  S AY  By Laurel Kraus

The meaning of Christmas

T
he idea of 
C h r i s t m a s 
means many 
things to ma-
ny people. 

For some, it means 
snuggling up on the 
couch with holiday mov-
ies or baking a recipe 
passed down for genera-
tions. For others, it 
means opening presents 

on Christmas Eve, which 
frankly I will never 
understand. 

For me, it means 
sneaking to fill my 
mom’s stocking because 
somebody needs to be 
Santa for “Santa”; pass-
ing presents around 
Christmas morning at 
my parents house with 
my siblings coming 
home just like when we 
were little; and trudging 
across the street in 
snowboots and PJs to 
have brunch at my sis-
ter ’s mother-in-law’s 
house. 

M y  c o n c e p t  o f 
Christmas day, however, 
is nothing without my 
understanding and belief 
that Jesus Christ is the 

Son of God, who came to 
earth as a human, died 
for our sin on the cross 
and rose again three 
days later. 

Most of us are likely 
fami l iar  wi th  the 
Christmas story as told 
by Linus, featuring his 
blanket, in “A Charlie 
Brown Christmas.”   

“For unto you is born 
this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, which 
is Christ the Lord.” Luke 
2:11.

While Christmas is the 
day we celebrate Jesus’ 
birth, its importance 
extends far beyond that. 

Ultimately, what we 
are acknowledging 
through Christmas is the 
fi rst step toward his sac-

rifi ce. He had to be born 
as a human, so that 33 
years later, he could take 
on the sin of the world 
and die for us, giving all 
of us a new kind of 
access to live forever in 
heaven, if we choose to 
accept it. 

Rather than continu-
ing to require us to offer 
sacrifi ces to atone for sin 
— as the Jews in the Old 
Testament were required 
to do — God sent the 
ultimate sacrifice, his 
only son, to free us from 
the consequences of sin 
once and for all.   

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, 

but have everlasting 
life.” John 3:16. 

All we have to do to 
receive this incredible 
gift is to accept it. It is as 
simple as acknowledg-
ing we’re sinners and 
need to be saved; accept-
ing Jesus Christ as the 
son of God who died for 
our sin and rose from 
the dead; and asking 
him to come into our 
hearts.

“That if thou shalt con-
fess with thy mouth the 
Lord Jesus, and shalt 
believe in thine heart 
that God hath raised him 
from the dead, thou shalt 
be saved.” Romans 10:9-
10.

One of the most beau-
tiful parts of salvation is 

that, once we are saved, 
it is fi nal.

There is no such thing 
as becoming unsaved or 
needing to be saved a 
second time, no matter 
what happens in a per-
son’s life. Fearing death, 
and what comes after, 
becomes unnecessary 
when you are promised 
a place of happiness and 
peace beyond compre-
hension, and where 
pain, sickness and sor-
row does not exist.    

Christmas is a celebra-
tion of the birth of Jesus, 
just as it is a foretelling 
of God’s love and mercy 
to come.  

“Thanks be to God for 
his indescribable gift.” 2 
Corinthians 9:15.

YESTERDAY’S HEADLINES

OP ED7A

Subscribing is easy. Call, mail, visit grossepointenews.com online or use:

Give the gift that gives all year!
They’ll think of you each week as they enjoy their

$4450 Annual
subscription, 
delivered weekly 
with 24/7 online 
access

Name: _________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________

City/Zip: ________________________________________________________________

Phone Number: __________________________________________________________

Email: __________________________________________________________________
Provide for web access, email updates, breaking news and special offers. Email address will not be shared.

     Check            Credit Card             Bill Me

Credit Card No: ____________________________________________  Exp. Date: ______________

Call: (313) 343-5578
or Mail Payment to:  
Grosse Pointe News 
16980 Kercheval 
Grosse Pointe, MI 48230

$44.50 for 12-month
print and online access

      

Yes, send me a subscription to the Grosse Pointe News!
Offer only valid for Residential Metro Detroit Locations

Includes a 
beautiful gift 

presenting!

Complete news coverage of all the Pointes

Your community newspaper since 1940
OCTOBER 28, 2021

GROSSE POINTE, MICHIGAN
VOL. 82, NO. 43, 34 PAGES
ONE DOLLAR (DELIVERY 86¢)

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Rudolph and the 
Grosse Pointe Santa 
Claus sleigh, which fl ew 
down Kercheval since 
2005 as the highpoint of 
the annual Christmas pa-
rade, have dashed away 
over the horizon.

They were auctioned 
for pennies on the dollar 
and with no advance 
public notice from its 
municipal caretaker, 
sending its bypassed 
hometown supporters 

and would-be buyers bal-
listic.

“I am so pissed, you’ve 
no idea,” said Jenny 
Boettcher, president of 
the Grosse Pointe 
Chamber of Commerce, 
presenters of the parade. 
“If we had a chance, we 
would have bought it. It 
belongs in our parade.”

She’d lined up a spon-
sor for the fl oat’s appear-
ance in next month’s 
46th annual parade not 
knowing the sleigh and 
an accompanying Toys 

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Silent night

T H E  G R O S S E 
POINTES — At the Oct. 
25 Grosse Pointe Public 
School System Board of 
Education meeting, new 
enrollment numbers 
were presented showing 
an enrollment fi gure of 
6,640 students for the 
2021-22 school year.

This represents a 
d d ll t

Figures 
show 
decline 
of 282 
students
By Michael Hartt
Staff Intern

THE GROSSE POINTES 
— A pair of Pointe offi -
cials are ticked off by the 
prospect of their cities be-
ing sliced into separate 
districts or isolated from 
sister Pointe suburbs for 
representation in state 
and federal electoral bod-
ies.

In the Woods, a pro-
posal calls for the south-
ern portion of the city 
— bordered by the south 
side of Huntington 
Boulevard west of Mack 
Avenue — to be carved 

from the rest of the fi ve 
Pointes and lumped in 
with Harper Woods, east-
side Detroit and St. Clair 
Shores for representa-
tion in the Michigan 
House of Representatives.

“I am not happy that 
part of our residents are 
not in the district with the 
rest of Grosse Pointe 
Woods,” Woods Mayor 
Arthur Bryant said. “The 
divisions of the districts 
should keep whole cities 
together when they are 
small communities like 
ours.”

In the Park, the entire 
city is severed from the 

other Pointes and linked 
with Detroit’s near east-
side plus portions of 
Center Line, Warren and 
Sterling Heights for repre-
sentation in the state 
Senate.

“It doesn’t make sense 
to be separated,” Park 
City Manager Nick 
Sizeland said.

The districts appear 
among legislative options 
proposed by the Michigan 
Independent Redistricting 
Commission for represen-
tation in the state House, 
s ta te  Senate  and 
Congress.

Voters established the 

commission, consisting 
of 13 citizen appointees 
(four declaring them-
selves Democrat, four 
Republican and fi ve non-
partisan), by passing the 
Voters Not Politicians 
amendment to the state 
Constitution in 2018.

“Voters passed the 
Voters Not Politicians 
measure expecting to see 
some common sense in 
our boundaries,” said Jay 
Hackleman, of Grosse 
Pointe Park, the fi rst pub-
lic speaker at the com-
mission’s forum Oct. 20 

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Pointes split among state districts

B L l K

Mack unifi cation project receives state funding

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Since 2019, Grosse 
Pointe Park has been in 
the intensive process of 
updating its city master 
plan. The process took 
one more step toward 
completion as city plan-
ning consulting group 
MKSK presented a draft 
of the plan to the planning 
commission Wednesday, 
Oct. 20. 

The newly drafted mas-
ter plan presents the 
city’s vision: “Grosse 
Pointe Park is a walkable, 
bike-friendly, sustain-
bl hi t i di d

Master 
plan draft 
presented
By Kate Vanderstelt
Staff Writer

Santa sleigh quietly sold 
at auction without a word

See SPLIT, page 10A

FILE PHOTO

The sleigh has been a fi xture of the Grosse Pointe Santa Parade since 2005.See SOLD, page 11A
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1946
75 years ago this week

POINTE DEMANDS 
SKATING RINKS: The 
troubles that beset the 
Park village authorities in 
trying to provide ice skat-
ing rinks for the young 
people of the village 
came out into the open 
again. Edward H. 
Thomas was present to 
protest against the loca-
tion near his home of 
such a public play-
ground. The village had 
intended to locate one of 
the rinks this winter to a 
vacant lot on the east side 
of Nottingham, midway 
between St. Paul and 
Jefferson.

P R O P O S E 
ORDINANCE TO 
COLLECT WHEEL TAX:
There are indications 
that the Lake Shore 
Coach Lines Inc., will not 
much longer be permit-
ted to occupy the favored 
position it has long held 
of operating its buses in 
the Pointe free of any lo-
cal taxes whatever. A few 
days ago, a group of gen-
tlemen high in the affairs 
of the Park village were 
discussing the matter and 
the suggestion was made 
by one of them that an or-
dinance be prepared at 
an early date which 

would levy the same per 
bus mile tax, commonly 
called a wheel tax, as that 
levied by Detroit.

O b i t u a r i e s :  M r s . 
D o n a l d  M i t c h e l l , 
Franklin Seaburn

1971
50 years ago this week

DR. JOHN WOLFE 
IMPROVES X-RAY: A 
Grosse Pointe physician, 
Dr. John N. Wolfe, has 
made a distinctive contri-
bution to medicine by de-
veloping a new X-ray sys-
tem for more accurate 
and earlier detection of 
breast cancer and other 
diseases. According to 
Dr. Jack Goldman, senior 
vice president of research 
at Xerox Corporation, Dr. 
Wolfe alone stimulated 
Xerox to produce and 
market the new xeroradi-
ographic equipment that 
is now beginning to be 
manufactured.

H U N T  C LU B 
PRESENTS FIRST 
‘TENNIS BALL’: To cele-
brate the opening of its 
new Tennis House and to 
give members and 
friends a chance to get 
acquainted with this new 
facility, the Grosse Pointe 
Hunt Club presents its 
first “Tennis Ball.” 
Highlight of the evening 

will be an exhibition in 
which the undefeated 
doubles team of Tobey 
Hansen Jr. and Joe Felice 
will play George 
Haggerty and Bob Wood, 
current doubles champi-
ons from the Country 
Club of Detroit.

Obituaries: Stephanie 
B. Jozwiak, Dr. Ralph M. 
Bourke, Philip A. Goold 
Jr., William S. Ewald, 
Julie Callahan, Alice W. 
Lang, Elizabeth A. 
Ternes, Stana Markovich, 
James C. Smith Jr., 
William L. Maccani III

1996
25 years ago this week

SCHOOLS SEEK 
BEST SOLUTION TO 
P A R C E L L S 
POPULATION BOOM:
There are no easy an-
swers to the question of 
how to alleviate crowding 
at Parcells Middle 
School. The Grosse 
Pointe Woods school at 
Mack and Vernier is 
bursting at the seams. 
Current enrollment is 793 
students and district ad-
ministrators project it 
will increase to 822 stu-
dents in the next five 
years.

PAT TERSON ICE 
R I N K  R E Q U I R E S 
SUPPORT FACILITY: As 

Edsel & Eleanor Ford 
House

Friends of The Family 
Center

Judy Gafa
Dr.  Georges and 

Louana Ghafari
Grosse Pointe Theatre
Page Heenan
Hotel Earl
Julie Huellmantel
Roger and Jeanie Hull
Charles and Angela 

Kennedy
Kids On The Go
Darci McConnell
John and Terry Minnis, 

Grosse Pointe Magazine
Jill Pietrowsky
Elizabeth Puleo-Tague
Susie and Chip Rohde
Rich and Nancy Solak
Sarah Stahl
Susie At Home
Thrifty Florist
Village Food Market
Village Palm
Cathy Walker
Frank Wilberding and 

Beth Konrad-Wilberding
Mary Wright
Y e l l o w  D o o r 

Photography & Imaging

Thank you to our 

Hollyfest Committee for 
the gift of their time, tal-
ent, and treasure:

Suzanne & Jerry 
Antonelli

Jennifer Bingaman
Connie Deruiter
MaryJo Harris
Roger Hull
Shane Reeside
Eileen Reickert
Chip Rohde
Cathy Walker
Frank Wilberding

We are excited to put 
the funds raised back 
into the Harper Woods 
and Grosse Pointe com-
munities by providing 
resources and preventa-
tive education that 
empower families to suc-
cessfully navigate life’s 
social, emotional and 
physical challenges and 
offering programs on a 
wide range of topics 
aimed at building strong 
families and helping par-
ents raise children who 
will become competent, 
caring, and responsible 
community members.

With gratitude from 
The Family Center,
JENNIFER BINGAMAN, 

Executive Director
MARYJO HARRIS, 

Director of Programs & 
Administration

LYNNE MERRILL 
ALDRICH

SUZANNE ANTONELLI, 
CFP®

MARQUITA BEDWAY, 
PHD, PC

LAURA BURNS
J. THEODORE 

EVERINGHAM, JD 
JOAN FERGUSON 

JULIE HUELLMANTEL
ROGER HULL

RANDIE KOHLER
CHAKA JOHNSON

MARIANNE LANGLOIS, 
MSA

DARCI MCCONNELL
SHANE REESIDE

CHIP ROHDE
LASHANDA THOMAS, 

CPA
SHEILA TOMKOWIAK
CATHERINE WALKER 
FRANK WILBERDING, 

LMSW
Board of Directors

Editor’s note: The 
headline “Road to 
Oxford” on a letter last 
week was added by the 
Grosse Pointe News, not 
the letter writer. It had no 
meaning other than to 
express the writer’s 
thoughts occurred while 
driving to Oxford.

LETTERS:
Continued from page 6A
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CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — After running 
an Allstate agency in Royal 
Oak from 2010 to 2014, be-
fore taking time off to take 
care of his children, 
Grosse Pointe resident 
Chris Waldmeir is return-
ing to the business and 
bringing his efforts to his 
hometown. 

The Waldmeir Agency, a 
local Allstate agency, 
opened in The Village in 
early November.

“I decided that if I’m 
going to open an agency 
from the ground up basi-
cally, that I’d want to do it 
in my own neighborhood,” 
Waldmeir said, “(and) 
help out, hopefully, resi-
dents in my neighbor-
hood, as well as others 
throughout the metro 
Detroit area.”

As an exclusive pro-
vider of Allstate insur-
ance, the agency offers 
personal lines, business 
lines, life and financial 
services. These include 
home, auto, motorcycle, 
boat, umbrella, business 
owners and business auto.

“You name it, we’ve got 
a product that can cover 
it,” Waldmeir said.

While able to offer a 
personal touch because of 
its size and locality, the 
agency also is a sound 
insurer because a large 

company such as Allstate 
is behind it. 

“Everybody that works 
here currently, we’re all 
Grosse Pointers and we 
were born and raised 
pretty much,” Waldmeir 
said, “and so I’m looking 
forward to helping out in 
the community and 
becoming a bigger part of 
the community.”

Soon, the Waldmeir 
Agency will be the only 
Allstate agency in the 
Grosse Pointes. The 
agency currently located 
on Mack in the Woods will 
be moving to consolidate 
locations with another 
outside the Pointes. 

“We have a lot of con-
nections to the commu-
nity, (and have) been here 
for a long, long time,” 
Waldmeir said, “and we’re 
just really excited to be 
here and want to help as 
many people as we can. 
Really, at the end of the 
day, our main objective 
and our main goal is just 
to be here and be helpful 
(and) make the commu-
nity a better place for 
everybody.”

Located at 17029 
Kercheval, Suite 2, The 
Waldmeir Agency oper-
ates 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. week-
days and by appointment 
evenings and weekends. 
Customers are welcome to 
walk in, call, text or email.

Learn more at bit.
ly/30efARJ.

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — Around 20 
years ago, Jeff Allor pur-
chased from his father the 
Allor Group, a business he 
now runs with his nephew, 
Rick Allor. Before the two 
occupied the space at 
19579 Mack, different 
businesses were owned 
and operated in it by the 
Allor family more than 50 
years.

The Allor Group’s cur-
rent space used to serve 
the Grosse Pointes with 
painting, carpeting, pic-
ture framing and art sup-
plies sales. At the close of 
2019, the Allor Group 
wanted to expand, so the 
partners closed their fam-
ily’s Detroit Custom 
Framing business to build 
a showroom.

As the showroom is vis-
ible to passersby, many 
Grosse Pointers have tried 
to come inside to purchase 
a chair; however, that’s 
not how the Allor Group 
operates.

The duo represents 
interior furnishing manu-
facturers “from Malibu to 
Montreal,” Rick Allor 

laughed, to get their prod-
ucts in the hands of deal-
ers and sold to groups 
designing corporate 
offi ces, higher education, 
healthcare and hospitality 

spaces. 
“So we don’t really sell 

anything,” Jeff Allor said, 
“we represent the people 
that manufacture.”

The showroom, then, 

was a perfect addition for 
the group to be able to 
show potential dealers 
what their space could 
look like with products 
from Allor’s partners.

“Our showroom is a 
perfect mix of how each 
one of those manufactur-
ers comes to be part of the 
Allor Group,” Rick Allor 
said. “And it’s attempted 
to be displayed as if it was 
a working, operating 
offi ce space.”

The Allor Group has its 
represented furniture in 
the Grosse Pointe Woods 
municipal building, 
University of Michigan, 
Michigan State University, 
Grosse Pointe South High 
School and Grosse Pointe 
North High School, to 
name a few.

“We get typically 
brought in to help win, 
land (and) strategize 
around larger opportuni-
ties,” Rick Allor said.

Though their client base 
isn’t necessarily Grosse 
Pointe residents, the part-
ners are proud to have 
their business maintain-
ing a footprint that’s been 
in the family for years.

“I don’t think there 
(are) many businesses 
operating on Mack 
Avenue that can say that 
the fourth (generation is 
working in the space),” 
Jeff Allor said. “… 
(Rick’s) great-grandfa-

ther was walking around 
here working in this 
building.”

“I think it’s cool,” Rick 
Allor said. “Inherently it’s 
cool to work for a com-
pany that bears your 
name. … I take a lot of 
pride in it.”

The business owners 
also take pride in their 
community, saying they 
collaborate with local 
shops as much as possi-
ble.

“Although we’re not 
open for business in the 
traditional sense, we’re 
defi nitely an open part of 
the community,” Rick 
Allor said. “… That’s 
important to me.”

Jeff Allor was born in 
the Woods and has lived 
in the community his 
whole life, minus a small 
stint in St. Clair Shores 
when he first was mar-
ried. Rick Allor grew up in 
the Farms and attended 
Grosse Pointe North High 
School. Though he lives in 
Detroit now, he will be 
moving back to Grosse 
Pointe with his wife in the 
foreseeable future.

For more information 
about the Allor Group, 
visit allorgroup.com.

By Kate Vanderstelt
Staff Writer

The Allor Group: A legacy in the community

CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — During the 
most wonderful time of 
the year, it can be easy to 
slip into the stress of holi-
day shopping; the work-
load to prepare for vaca-
tion time; or preparing 
for family to come into 
town. These seasonal 
stressors may not feel so 
looming, however, to 
those who stop for a mo-
ment to consider the 
young parents who will 
spend Christmas at St. 
Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital watching their 
children fi ght for their 
lives.  

In an effort to support 
the organization which 
cares for sick children 
and houses their fami-
lies, all free of charge, 
Dawood Boutique of 
Grosse Pointe wil l 
donate 20 percent of all 
sales — in store and 
online — from 8 a.m. to 
10 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 
16, to St. Jude’s.

Check donations made 
out  to  “St .  Jude 
Children’s Research 
Hospital,” also are wel-
come to be dropped off 
at the store.

“St. Jude is the patron 
saint of hopeless and 
desperate  causes ,” 
Dawood owner Toni 
Dasaro said. “… This is 
an unbelievable organi-
zation where you know 
that every penny is 

directed there. Not for 
corporate. Not for secre-
taries. ... It goes right to 
the kids and that’s why 
we’re so passionate 
about it.”

The family business, 
currently run by Dasaro 
and her daughter, Maria 
Attar, chooses a charita-
ble effort to participate 
in each year. Last year 
the efforts went toward a 
Catholic church, while 
the year before featured 
a coat drive where par-
ticipants received 10 per-
cent off in the boutique 
for every coat donated. 

“My daughter and I 
had a vision,” Dasaro 
said of this year’s fund-
raiser. “We wanted to do 
something and we 
wanted to do something 

in the pique season of 
Christmas, which is our 
busiest and most profi t-
able time.”

St. Jude Hospital has a 
special connection to the 
family. Daraso’s mother, 
Bettie Dawood, who 
started the business 65 
years ago, was an active 
philanthropist for the 
organization and good 
friends with its founder, 
Danny Thomas. She 
would hand him a check 
each year and approxi-
mately 50 years ago, dur-
ing a notable two years 
in a row, raised $500,000 
each year.  

Strengthening the con-
nection are Dasaro’s 
own battles with cancer. 
She achieved remission 
twice, even while the 

first was a stage four 
cancer with only a 10 
percent chance of sur-
vival. 

“Now, above all times, 
we realize how impor-
tant it is and we just felt 
a special calling,” Attar 
said, recalling how the 
pair chose the charity in 
prayer. “It all really fell 
into place so perfectly. It 
was meant to be. We feel 
really good about it and 
we’re really excited.” 

Dawood is located at 
16840 Kercheval in The 
Village. The boutique’s 
selection, which features 
athleisure, lounge wear, 
jeans, tops, dresses, out-
erwear, jewelry and 
handbags ,  can be 
browsed at dawoodgp.
com.

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Dawood hosts fundraiser for St. Jude’s Allstate agency 
opens in The Village

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Jeff Allor, right, purchased the Allor Group from his father around 20 years 
ago. Now, he operates the business out of a space on Mack in Grosse Pointe 
Woods with his nephew, Rick Allor, left.

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

From 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 16, 20 percent of all Dawood sales will be 
donated to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.

BUY A

$50 GIFT 

CARD

15301 kercheval • grosse pointe park • 15301 kercheval • grosse pointe park • 313-822-3700 313-822-3700 
www.redcrowngp.com • instagram.com/redcrown_gpwww.redcrowngp.com • instagram.com/redcrown_gp

GIFT CARDS VALID FOR 
FOOD, BEVERAGES OR 
RC MERCH!

66666

666666666

6

hours 
of operation: 

WED & Thur 12p-9p
Fri & Sat 12p-10P

Sunday Brunch 10a-2p

get a $10 

gift card free!

CITY OF HARPER WOODS
POLICE DEPARTMENT

WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN
NOTICE

 AUCTION OF
IMPOUNDED/ABANDONED VEHICLES

Pursuant to PA 104, an auction will be held on December 
29, 2021  at 5:00 p.m. at Woods Towing, located at 22755 
Lexington, Eastpointe, MI. The following impounded/
abandoned vehicles will be auctioned:

2020 MINI BIKE SCOOTER ....LOBPTNMY0L0004058
2009 FORD FOCUS ..................1FAHP35N99W177036
2005 CHEVY COBALT .............1G1AK52F057590303
2003 GMC SONOMA................1GTCS19H638175249
2005 CHRYSLER 300 ...............2C3JA43R85H508260

The above vehicles can be viewed 1/2 hour prior to the 
auction, at Woods Towing. Payment by cash or certifi ed 
check only. Cars listed may be pulled or released prior to the 
auction by the Harper Woods Police Department.

Lt. Thomas Teatsorth 
Traffi c Safety Section

POSTED: December 8, 2021 
PUBLISHED: December 16, 2021

A copy of this notice can be viewed on www.harperwoodscity.org 
under Public Notices.
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The Grosse Pointe 
Foundation for Public 
Educat ion recent ly 
announced more than 
$100,000 in grants for 
programs and initia-
tives within the Grosse 
Pointe Public School 
System for its fall 2021 
grant cycle. Of the 
appropriated funds, 
$95,523 was through 
the GPFPE’s biannual 
grants program and 
$10,771 was through 
the newly launched 
S o c i a l  E m o t i o n a l 
Encouragement and 
Development program, 
which funds grants spe-
cifically targeting men-
ta l  and emot ional 
well-being for students 
and teachers. GPFPE 
Grants Committee co-
chair Kathy Fisk pre-
sented the grants to the 
G P P S S  B o a r d  o f 
Education at its Dec. 13 
meeting.

The first five grants 
were funded through 
the Lois J. Warden 
Fund, established to 
support early learner 
programs. The biannual 
fall grant recipients are: 

◆ Calm Collect for 
P r e s c h o o l e r s  w i t h 
S p e c i a l  N e e d s 
(Preschool)  Barnes 
($596): This software is 
a music and movement 
SmartBoard program 
that improves attention, 
focus and self-aware-
ness to complete tasks. 
It will be used to self-
calm children with 
mindful movement and 
aide in their transition 
t o  k i n d e r g a r t e n . 
Submitted by Kelly 
Vess, Marinel Gaitan, 
Dorothy Heitjan, Lisa 
Thomas and Paige 
Nalepka.

◆ Literacy Footprints 
(K-5) All elementary 
schools and fifth grades 
($67,725): These kits 
will supplement guided 
reading instruction with 
a series of leveled texts 
and lessons that encom-
pass traditional tales, 
realistic fiction, fantasy 
and informational read-
ing.  Submit ted by 
Sandra Cameron and 
G P P S S  L i t e r a c y 
Coaches. 

◆ iPads to Support 
L e a r n i n g  f o r  K- 1 
Students (K-1) Maire 
($6,600): This grant 
purchases a classroom 
set of 20 iPads that will 
be easier for young stu-
dents to use during 

math  and reading 
assessment and when 
taking the NWEA tests. 
Submitted by Michelle 
Kramer.

◆ Orff Instruments 
for Maire Bears (K-4) 
Maire ($8,157): This 
request comes from an 
Orff certified new music 
teacher, wanting to use 
these instruments with 
her students, since sing-
ing activities are not 
allowed at this time. 
The focus will be on 
speaking, moving and 
playing. Submitted by 
Elizabeth Scannell.

◆ Book and Baggies 
( K i n d e r g a r t e n ) 
Monteith ($2,777): This 
team of kindergarten 
teachers wishes to cre-
ate an effective school-
to-home connection for 
their students and fami-
lies. The grant award 
will purchase high-
interest and diverse 
texts, kept and orga-
nized in quality book 
totes. Submitted by 
N a t a l i e  B r u v e r i s , 
T h e r e s a  C o m i l l a , 
Ashley Kerby and Diane 
Richards.

◆ Literature Circles 
in Eighth Grade (8th 
g r a d e )  P a r c e l l s 
($1,000): This instruc-
tor will form small book 
groups wi thin  her 
classes to enhance the 
existing eighth-grade 
theme, which is treating 
others with respect and 
kindness. Students will 
read the chosen book, 
discuss the novel and 
find the connections to 
the theme. Four sets of 
15 books will be pur-
chased. Submitted by 
Marci Charuba and 
Erika Fell. 

◆  Harlem Str ing 
Quartet Residency (6th-
12th grades) Pierce, 
Brownell and South 
($1,500): Taking inspi-
ration from the GPPSS 
opening gathering on 
Race ,  Equ i ty  and 
Inclusion, this music 
department chair asked 
the Grammy Award-
winning Harlem String 
Quartet, in the area for 
a concert, to shadow 
him for a day as he 
teaches middle and 
high school students. 
The renowned quartet 
will perform, coach and 
offer master classes to 
these fortunate instru-
mental students. Both 
GPPSS and the Harlem 
String Quartet share a 

mission to embrace 
diversity and celebrate 
unique backgrounds. 
This residency also will 
foster global aware-
ness. Submitted by 
James Gross. 

◆  Salmon in the 
Classroom (9th-12th 
grades) North ($2,398): 
A new chemistry, hon-
ors chemistry and prob-
able environmental 
studies instructor at 
North wishes to create 
a Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources 
p r o g r a m  w h e r e 
Chinook salmon eggs 
are received and nur-
tured in the classroom 
for six months and 
eventually released into 
a local river. Students 
will be responsible for 
the feeding, cleaning 
and maintenance of the 
fish and the tank in 
which they are placed. 
During this experience, 
connections will be 
made to science, social 
studies, math and lan-
guage arts. By sharing 
in this experience, stu-
dents are more likely to 
see and value the con-
nections between class-
work and the world in 
w h i c h  t h e y  l i v e . 
S u b m i t t e d  b y 
C h r i s t o p h e r 
Trepanowski.

◆  Macro Camera 
L e n s e s  ( 9 t h - 1 2 t h 
grades) South ($2,770): 
This grant funds the 
purchase of 10 macro 
lenses for students to 
use on cameras which 
will be able to focus on 
“never before seen” tiny 
details and textures in 
the i r  photography. 
Written descriptions 
will connect science 
and art. Submitted by 
Amber Mades.  

◆  Upgrade to the 
Music  Technology /
Piano Lab (9th-12th 
grades) South ($2,000): 
This partial grant will 
help fund new MIDI 
keyboards and head-
phones for South’s 
music classes. With new 
equipment, students 
will more easily learn, 
compose, arrange and 
practice their music. 
Submitted by Chris 
Takis. 

The  SEED grant 
recipients are as fol-
lows: 

◆  “BeaTween” the 
Books Therapy Dog 
P r o g r a m  ( 5 t h - 8 t h ) 
Pierce ($800): Beatrice 

is a registered 2-year-
o ld  AKC Clumber 
Spaniel therapy dog at 
Pierce Middle School 
eager to bring smiles, 
warm hearts and a calm 
presence to the stu-
dents. Bea will enhance 
relationships with stu-
dents and teachers and 
assist with reducing 
anxiety and stress. This 
grant pays for many of 
the supplies needed to 
keep a dog at school 
during the school day, 
as well as insurance, 
therapy dog member-
ship and several related 
books. Submitted by 
Christina Michaud.  

◆ Chill Room iPad for 
check-in/out (9th-12th) 
South ($794): This Chill 
Room at South benefits 
every student by allow-
ing a safe space to 
decompress and prac-
tice self-soothing skills. 
This grant will purchase 
one iPad to be used for 
checking students in 
and out to track the 
usage and allow the stu-
dents to get the mental 
health support they 
need. Submitted by Lisa 
Khoury.  

◆  Wellness Lunch 
Time (9th-12th) South 
($327): This grant pur-
chases craft and art 
supplies needed for 
luncht ime wel lness 
activities in the library 
at South. These activi-
ties give students an 
option of camaraderie 
and community, as well 
as promote mental 
health. Submitted by 
Courtney Johnson, Patti 
O’Hare and Nicole 
Westfall.

◆ Therapeutic Fidget 
and Sensory Items (9th-
12th) North ($300): 
A s s o r t e d  f i d g e t s , 
squeezer balls, mag-
netic rocks, aroma ther-
apy items and self-help 
books will be purchased 
with this grant to be 
used in the Emotionally 
Impaired Classroom at 
North. Students will use 
the sensory items to 
relieve stress and anxi-
ety, as well as promote 
better focus and con-
centration. Submitted 
by Lisa Steiner.  

◆ Inclusivity Training 
for Teachers (5th-8th) 

Brownell ($350): With 
the objective of assist-
ing staff in its goal to be 
supportive and welcom-
ing of all students, this 
SEED grant will pro-
vide training for all staff 
at Brownell, focusing 
on appropriate lan-
guage and terminology, 
separating biases and 
perceptions, and under-
standing and connect-
ing with s tudents ’ 
experiences as it specif-
ically relates to the 
LGBTQ+ community. 
Submitted by Angie 
N i f o r o s ,  C o r i n n e 
Oderfer, Holli McNally 
and Rodger Hunwick. 

◆  U n i v e r s i t y  o f 
Michigan Peer to Peer 
Program (9th-12th) 
North ($2,500): This 
SEED grant will sup-
port mental health at 
North through a contin-
ued partnership with 
University of Michigan 
and its Peer to Peer pro-
gram. The funds will be 
used for a multitude of 
engagement activities 
for students to decide 
themselves what will be 
helpful to prevent sui-
cide, bring awareness 
to depression and anxi-
ety supports, and culti-
vate a culture of caring 
a m o n g  s t u d e n t s . 
Submit ted by Kim 
Deptula, Lauren Klein, 
Christine Kuhl and 
Kelly Osborne.

◆ Sensory Path to 
Support PBIS (K-4th) 
Defer ($5,400): Giant, 
fun, stimulating sen-
sory path stickers will 
be professionally placed 
in the hallways of Defer 
to increase attention 

and relieve stress and 
anxiety. Students have 
difficulty regulating 
their emotions/bodies, 
and  bra in  b reaks 
allowed by teachers at 
opportune times will let 
the students move with 
sensory input in order 
to decrease disruptive 
behaviors. Submitted 
by Alisha Salli and 
Maribeth Saylor. 

◆  Yoga Club for 
Teachers and Students 
(5 th -8 th)  Brownel l 
($300): Yoga supplies 
like mats and bolsters, 
blocks or straps will be 
purchased with this 
partial SEED grant. 
Once a week for stu-
dents and once a week 
for staff, yoga classes 
will be offered to pro-
vide a wellness pro-
gram opportunity. Yoga 
has many physical, 
mental and social ben-
efits for both students 
and teachers. Submitted 
by Darlene Lovelace.  

“We were thrilled to 
announce such a signif-
icant amount of grants 
at this time, for a 
diverse roster of pro-
grams that span all 
grades and schools 
across the district,” Fisk 
said. “To be able to also 
announce the f irst 
SEED grants  only 
amplifies the impact of 
the GPFPE and we look 
forward to the positive 
and long-lasting differ-
ence this new program 
will make on our stu-
dents’ and teachers’ 
well-being.” 

SEED was launched 

Foundation announces more than $100,000 in fall grants

See GRANTS, page 11A

Rug Cleaning & Repair

Wall to Wall Carpeting
Installed to Perfection...Guaranteed

* Ask For Kevin Crowther
STORE HOURS:
MON-SAT 10-5

121621

OF GROSSE POINTE

19483 MACK AVENUE
GROSSE POINTE WOODS, MI

SHOWROOM: 313.884.2991

HUGE INVENTORY OF FINE DESIGNER RUGS

A regular meeting of the City Council for the City of Grosse Pointe Farms was held at City Hall, 
90 Kerby Road and called to order at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, October 11, 2021, by Mayor Louis 
Theros.
Present: Mayor Louis Theros, Mayor Pro Tem Joe Ricci, Councilmembers James C. Farquhar, 
John J. Gillooly, Beth Konrad-Wilberding, Neil Sroka and Lev Wood.
Mayor Theros led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Council approved the Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting held on September 13, 
2021. 
Council temporarily adjourned it’s meeting and reconvened as the Board of Zoning Appeals 
(BZA). 

The BZA postponed the Public Hearing to consider a dimensional variance for 89 Lake Shore 
Road to allow the installation of a sculpture in the required front open space until November 8, 
2021. 

The BZA held a Public Hearing and approved a dimensional variance for 74 Moran Road to 
allow the construction of an addition that extends into the required rear open space.

The BZA adjourned it’s meeting and reconvened as the City Council.
Council held a Public Hearing and approved an Ordinance designating regulated fl ood prone 
hazard areas.
Council approved a request from the Director of Finance and Operations regarding the 
assignment of June 30, 2021 fund balance.
Council approved the Consent Agenda.

 a).  Consideration of request for approval of permit to allow September 4, 2021 
Fireworks Display with a rain date of September 5, 2021.

Council appointed Lisa Vallee-Smith to serve on the Communication Committee. 
Council heard public comment.
Council went into closed session and did not return to open session to discuss personnel
matters and the purchase or lease of real estate. 

Council adjourned the October 11, Regular City Council Meeting at 8:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, Derrick Kozicki, Assistant City Manager and City Clerk

Published: Grosse Pointe News 12/16/2021

CITY OF GROSSE POINTE FARMS
CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING SUMMARY

Monday October 11, 2021Regular Meeting 7:00 p.m.

A regular meeting of the City Council for the City of Grosse Pointe Farms was held at City Hall, 
90 Kerby Road and called to order at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, November 8, 2021, by Mayor Louis 
Theros.
Present: Mayor Louis Theros, Mayor Pro Tem John J. Gillooly, Councilmembers Sierra Leone 
Donaven, Beth Konrad-Wilberding, Joe Ricci and Lev Wood.
Absent: Neil Sroka (Excused).
Mayor Theros led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Council excused Sroka’s absence. 
Assistant City Manager & City Clerk Kozicki presented a report from the Wayne County Board 
of Canvassers regarding the November 2, 2021 General Election results.
Assistant City Manager & City Clerk Kozicki gave the Oath of Offi ce to Gillooly, Konrad-
Wilberding and Donaven who were elected on November 2, 2021.
Assistant City Manager & City Clerk Kozicki gave the Oath of Offi ce to Mayor Theros who was 
elected on November 2, 2021.
Council elected Gillooly to serve as Mayor Pro Tem for a term ending November 2023.
Council approved the Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting held on October 8, 2021. 
Council to temporarily adjourned it’s meeting and reconvened as the Board of Zoning Appeals 
(BZA). 

The BZA held a Public Hearing to consider a dimensional variance for 89 Lake Shore Road to 
allow the installation of a sculpture in the required front open space. 
The BZA held a Public Hearing and approved a dimensional variance for 350 Provencal Road 
to permit an accessory structure that exceeds 15’ in height. 

The BZA adjourned and reconvened as the City Council. 
Council heard a presentation regarding the June 30, 2021 Audit and Comprehensive Annual 
Financial Report. 
Council approved a request from Administration to amend the Capital Projects Fund budget for 
the fi scal year ending June 30, 2022. 
Council considered the Consent Agenda.

 a). .Consideration of a resolution regarding Wayne County Annual Permit renewals.
 b).  Consideration of a request from the City Controller/Treasurer to approve October 

2021 invoices.
 c). Approval of payment for legal services.

Ricci motioned, Farquhar seconded to approve the Consent Agenda. Motion carried. 
Council received the quarterly fi nancial report for three months ended September 30, 2021.
Council received the October 2021 Public Safety Report.
Council held public comment.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, Derrick Kozicki, Assistant City Manager and City Clerk

Published: Grosse Pointe News 12/16/2021

CITY OF GROSSE POINTE FARMS
CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING SUMMARY

Monday November 8, 2021Regular Meeting 7:00 p.m.
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At the Dec. 15 Grosse 
Pointe Public School 
S y s t e m  B o a r d  o f 
Education meeting, 
Amanda Matheson, dep-
uty superintendent of 
business services, pre-
sented a budget amend-
ment to the board, 

providing offi cial insight 
into how a recent decline 
in  enrol lment  has 
a f f e c t e d  d i s t r i c t 
fi nances.

The actual fall count 
for the 2021-22 school 
year was 6,631 students, 
which differs from the 
state aid estimate of 
7,047 students used in 
the original budget. The 

count of 6,631 students 
represents a decline in 
enrollment from 6,920 
students in the 2020-21 
school year and from 
7,449 students in the 
2019-20 school year

With the Michigan 
School Aid Fund budget 
being f inal ized at 
$10,350, the decline in 
enrollment from the esti-
mate contributed signifi -
cantly to the operating 
loss of $4.499 million 
shown in the budget 
amendment.

The loss leaves the dis-
trict’s estimated ending 
fund balance as of June 
30, 2022, to $10,347,817, 
or 10.56 percent of bud-
geted expenditures.

GPPSS budget amendment 
shows loss of $4.499 million
By Michael Hartt 
Staff Intern

University Liggett 
School senior Noah 
Sanders is among a 
prestigious group of 
1,674 students from a 
pool of nearly 16,000 to 
be  se lec ted  as  a 
QuestBridge National 
College Match Scholar 
for 2021. As part of 
being a QuestBridge 
Scholar, Sanders is 
a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e 
University of Chicago 
on a full  four-year 
scholarship. 

“ R e c e i v i n g  a 
QuestBridge Match 
Scholarship is a recog-
nition of Noah’s hard 
work and commit-
ment,” said Elizabeth 
Jamett, director of col-
lege guidance. 

Match Scholarship 
recipients are admitted 
early to QuestBridge 
college partners with 

f u l l  s c h o l a r s h i p s , 
including tuition, room 
and board, books and 

supplies, and travel 
expenses  that  are 
funded by participating 

colleges and universi-
ties. 

Jamett noted that 
QuestBridge al lows 
universities to identify 
top students early in 
the application pro-
cess. 

“In addition to finan-
c i a l  s u p p o r t , 
QuestBridge creates a 
support network for 
students so that they 
will be successful as 
they make the transi-
tion to their university.” 
she added. 

W h i l e  i n  U p p e r 
School at ULS, Sanders 
participated in cross 
country, robotics and 
peer tutoring. Outside 
of school he was active 
in Math Corps and 
Generator Z, and vol-
unteered with Meals on 

Wheels. Sanders plans 
to study pre-medicine 
and neuroscience at 
UChicago. 

Previous QuestBridge 
scholars from Liggett 
have attended Hamilton 
College, University of 
C h i c a g o ,  T u f t s , 
Princeton and Yale. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o 
U C h i c a g o,  Q u e s t -
Bridge’s college part-
ners include top liberal 
arts colleges around the 
c o u n t r y,  s u c h  a s 
A m h e r s t ,  C o l b y, 
Hamil ton,  Pomona, 
Williams and Yale, as 
well as exceptional 
research universities 
s u c h  a s  B r o w n , 
Columbia, Duke and 
Stanford. 

This year ’s Match 
Scholarship recipients 

come from 49 states, as 
well as the territories of 
A m e r i c a n  S a m o a , 
Guam, the Northern 
Mariana Islands and 
Puerto Rico. 

The National College 
Match is a highly com-
petitive process and 
this year ’s College 
Matches have impres-
s ive  achievements , 
including an average 
unweighted  grade-
point average of 3.93. 
Additionally, 92 percent 
are in the top 10 per-
cent of their graduating 
class. The majority of 
these new QuestBridge 
Scholars — 81 percent 
— are among the first 
generation in their fam-
ilies to attend a four-
year college in the 
United States.

Liggett senior selected as QuestBridge Scholar

PHOTO COURTESY OF ULS

Noah Sanders, Class of ‘22

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — Public safety 
wasn’t taking any chanc-
es when a suspect was 

seen running from offi -
cers in the area of 
Richard Elementary 
School a little after 11 
a.m. Thursday, Dec. 9.

While there ultimately 
was no threat to stu-
dents’ safety, a lockdown 
was put in place as a pre-
cautionary measure 
before  the school 
reopened a half hour 
later. 

The situation began 
when the city’s parking 
enforcement offi cer hap-
pened upon two suspects 
attempting to steal a 
vehicle from a parking 
lot at Kercheval and 
McKinley. Upon confron-
tation, one suspect 
immediately fled in a 
Dodge Durango — 

painted black with a blue 
stripe down the center 
and sporting a broken 
window —  while the 
other fl ed on foot. 

Because of the sus-
pect’s proximity to 
Richard, the school was 
immediately placed on 
lockdown. 

While City, Farms and 
Park offi cers combed the 
area, a witness later 
informed officers he 
believed he saw the sus-
pect get into a car at 
Fisher and Kerchval, 
leading investigators to 
conclude he ran down 
McKinley and cut 
through an alley before 
getting into the vehicle.  

“We searched the area 
completely and then we 

opened the school back 
up,” Farms Director of 
Public Safety Dan Jensen 
said. “… It does not 
appear they went near 
the school. We don’t take 
chances with that.”

The suspects are 
described as two smaller-
built black males, one 
wearing light-colored 
pants and a dark, hooded 
sweatshirt. 

The attempted theft 
would have been the 
third time this particular 
Jeep was stolen, as its 
model type is a sought-
after car. 

“Stay vigilant,” Jensen 
said. “It’s the holidays 
(and) these street crimes 
have a tendency to pick 
up.” 

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Richard temporarily locked down as offi cers 
searched for suspect in attempted auto theft

Hard work pays off
In the 1400 block of Hampton in Grosse Pointe Woods, 9-year-old Connor 
Eisbrenner and his 7-year-old brother Henry have been raking leaves and do-
ing odd jobs to contribute to getting a new decoration for their front lawn each 
year for the past four years. They are working again this year because they have 
their eyes on another character to add next year.

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

121621

17114 Kercheval Ave.Ave.
campusshopusa.com

12
16
21

11
ccc

Let’s Freaking Go Campers!Let’s Freaking Go Campers!

GROSSE POINTE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM
ADVERTISEMENT

The Board of Education of the Grosse Pointe Public School System (“Owner” or “School District”) 
will receive sealed Bid Proposals for: 

ABATEMENT PROJECT – SPRING AND SUMMER 2022 WORK PROGRAM –
BARNES EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER, KERBY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, 

MASON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, BROWNELL MIDDLE SCHOOL, 
PIERCE MIDDLE SCHOOL AND NORTH HIGH SCHOOL

Bid Proposals will be received by Amanda Matheson, Deputy Superintendent of the Grosse Pointe 
Public School System, at 20601 Morningside Dr., Grosse Pointe Woods, Michigan 48236, on or 
before 2:00 p.m. (local time) on JANUARY 6, 2022 (“Due Date”).  The Board of Education 
will not consider or accept a Bid Proposal received after the Due Date, the date and time specifi ed 
for Bid Proposal submission. Bid Proposals will be publicly opened and read aloud immediately 
following the Due Date at the same location. Due to COVID restrictions attendance is not required 
for the opening and will be restricted to (1) representative from each company. 

A mandatory Pre-Bid Proposal meeting will be held on the following date:
December 22, 2021 @ 4:00 p.m. at Mason Elementary School, located at 1640 Vernier Rd. 
Grosse Pointe Woods, 48236.  All persons attending the Pre-Bid will be required to meet at the 
Main Offi ce. This is an active school so face masks will be mandatory and temperature scans 
may be required in order to enter the building.

Each Bid Proposal must be accompanied by a sworn and notarized statement disclosing any 
familial relationship that exists between the owner or any employee of the bidder and any member 
of the Board of Education or the Superintendent of the Grosse Pointe Public School System. The 
Board of Education will not accept a Bid Proposal that does not include this sworn and notarized 
disclosure statement.

Each Bid Proposal must also be accompanied by a sworn and notarized statement certifying that the 
Contractor is not an Iran Linked Business.  The Board of Education will not accept a Bid Proposal 
that does not include this sworn and notarized statement.

Each Bid Proposal must also be accompanied by a bid bond in the amount no less than fi ve percent 
(5%) of the total bid amount(s).

The Grosse Pointe Public School System’s Board of Education reserves the right to accept or reject 
any and all Bid Proposals, either in whole or in part, to waive any informalities or irregularities 
therein, or to award the contract to other than the contractor(s) submitting the best fi nancial Bid 
Proposal (low bidder), in its sole and absolute discretion.

Bid documents, including scopes of work, Drawing and Specifi cations will be made available after 
December 21, 2021, at Nova Environmental, Inc, 5300 Plymouth Rd. Ann Arbor, Michigan 48105 
and at the mandatory Pre-Bid Proposal meeting.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Adam Amin at (734) 930-0995 
or email at aamin@nova-env.com.

GROSSE POINTE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM

Published: GPN, December 16, 2021
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at the GPFPE’s annual 
spring benefit in 2021, 
with more than $90,000 
raised specifically for 
the new program at the 
event. Students, teach-
ers and parents will be 
able to apply for grants 
year-round for pro-
grams that support the 
social and emotional 
health of students and 
teachers in the district. 

“The response to the 
SEED program was 
immediate and gener-
ous and we are pleased 
to announce this first 
round of  wel lness 
grants and will continue 
to respond to these 
needs year-round,” said 
Bob Bury, GPFPE board 
president.  “We are 
grateful to the Grosse 
Pointe community for 
15 years of outstanding 
support, which allows 
us to make such a sig-
nif icant investment 
back in our classrooms, 
funding programs and 
initiatives that support 
our students, teachers 
and school system.”

Continued from page 9A
GRANTS:

Grosse Pointe Theatre 
is putting out a call for 
entries for its 2022 Take 
Ten, Ten-Minute Play 
Festival. All interested 
playwrights should sub-
mit their 10-minute 
play no later than mid-
night Friday, Dec. 31, 
for consideration in the 
2022 festival. 

This marks the eighth 
year of Grosse Pointe 
Theatre’s playwright 
festival. According to 
creator and Michigan 
playwright Mary Lou 
Britton, participants 
don’t have to be accom-
plished playwrights to 
enter; they just need a 
desire to tell their sto-
ries in play form, devel-
oping a plot, characters 
and setting that can 
engage the audience 
around this  year ’s 
theme, “ While You 
Were Out.” 

“Playwriting opens 
up another dimension 
to storytelling, connect-
ing each character ’s 
experiences in a believ-
able and entertaining 
way — in this case, all 
in 10 minutes,” Britton 
said. “We look forward 
to seeing this year ’s 
play entries and show-
casing the best 10-min-
ute plays next spring.” 

All 10-minute play 
entries must follow this 
year ’s criteria to be 
considered: 

◆ All plays submitted 
must have the theme, 
“While You Were Out,” 
in whatever context the 
phrase means to the 
writer. The character(s) 
must have been affected 
by something that hap-
pened while they or 
another subject was 
absent. 

◆ There is no fee to 
enter the competition. 
However, should a play 
be selected for perfor-
mance as part of the 
Take Ten Play Festival, 
the playwright must 
become a member of 
Grosse Pointe Theatre 
prior to the play perfor-
mance. Annual mem-
bership dues are $50. 

◆  Entries will  be 
judged anonymously by 
a panel of local and out-
state judges. 

◆ Playwrights may 

enter plays for consid-
eration by electroni-
cal ly  submit t ing a 
proper ly  formatted 

script by midnight Dec. 
31. Email submissions 

GPT calls for entries
Ten-minute play submissions 
accepted through midnight Dec. 31

See PLAYS, page 12A

A Beautiful

NEW
RESTAURANT
H A S  O P E N E D  I N  D E T R O I T

Located on the first floor of City Club 
Apartments CBD Detroit, on the corner of 

Park Ave. and Washington Blvd.

The newest member of the Joe Vicari Restaurant Group

313 PARK AVENUE, DETROIT, MI 48092 | (313) 463-7111 

STATLERDETROIT.COM

HOUR S :
Monday–Thursday: 4 p.m.–10 p.m.

Friday–Saturday: 4 p.m.–11 p.m.
Closed Sunday

121621
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that I get,” Hutchins 
recalled. “So long story 
short, Grosse Pointe 
Farms offered me a 
position in September 
of ’90.”

Throughout the years 
as an offi cer, sergeant, 
lieutenant and deputy 
director, Hutchins has 
been integral to numer-
ous projects within the 
department, including 
spearheading a new 911 
phone system in 2016; 
overseeing the installa-
tion of a digital camera 
system to city hall and 
the public safety build-
ing to replace the ana-
log version; securing 
new MSA airpacks for 
all firefighters, new 
AEDs and high-tech 
training mannequins 
that provide feedback 
on whether CPR is being 
performed properly; 
bringing into the depart-
ment Narcan, which has 
been used several times 
successfully with opioid 
overdose  pa t ien ts ; 
working with a team to 
d e s i g n  t h e  n e w 
Rosenbauer fi re engine; 
securing a washer and 
dryer to keep fi re gear 
clean of contaminants; 
and scheduling cultural 
diversity training, de-
escalation training and 
mental health fi rst aid.

Since becoming dep-
uty director in 2006, he 
has been involved in 
hiring personnel, disci-
plinary actions, promo-
t i o n a l  p r o c e s s e s , 
oversight of the budget, 
approving all expendi-
tures on a daily basis, 
making policy revisions 
and working directly 
with the union.

This past spring, he 
also attended a three-
month FBI program 
meant to develop execu-
tives in law enforce-
ment.  

“I have the utmost 
faith in (Hutchins’ lead-
ership) and I commend 
your decision as a coun-
cil to replace myself 
with John,” Jensen said 
after the appointment. 
“… There’s a lot of 
changes that are going 
to be coming up and I 
can think of no one bet-
ter than John Hutchins 
to take over this depart-
ment.” 

Stepping into the 
d i r e c t o r  p o s i t i o n , 
Hutchins plans to tran-
sition the department 
from eight-hour shifts 
to 12-hour shifts come 
January, work toward 
maintaining the K-9 
program, look into pur-
su ing  cer t i f i ca t ion 
through the Michigan 
L a w  E n f o r c e m e n t 
Accreditation Program, 
explore the possibility 
of acquiring a drone to 
aid in searching for sus-
pects and with civil dis-
turbances, and keep the 
department up to date 
on training.

“I have a genuine love 
of the department and 
the people that work for 
us, from the patrol offi -
cers to the command 
offi cers to the dispatch-
ers to the animal control 
and the parking folks to 
the fi re specialists,” he 
said of his focus on 
ensuring those in the 
department are valued 
within their positions. 
“… For me that was the 
most important thing, 
was to take care of this 
place that’s served this 
community so well for 
so long.” 

The 31-year veteran 
of the department was 
selected out of eight 
highly qualifi ed individ-
uals who applied after 
the position was adver-
tised.

Continued from page 1A

HUTCHINS:

to playfestival@gpt.org. 
◆ When submitting a play, 

the author’s identifying infor-
mation needs to be removed 
from the body of the play and 
on all corresponding play 
pages. The author ’s name, 
address, email and phone 
number should be on the 

accompanying email cover 
sheet. 

◆ Plays submitted that are 
not in proper manuscript for-
mat, are not a suitable length, 
nor within the theme, “While 
You Were Out,” will not be 
considered. 

◆ To maintain the format of 
10-minute plays, set construc-
tion requirements must be 
minimal; the action of the 
play should be continuous 

(without scene breaks); there 
should be only two to four 
actors; and there should be no 
special costumes, makeup or 
special effects required. 

The 10-minute plays that 
follow the above criterial and 
are selected by the judges to 
be “best in class” will have the 
opportunity to be performed 
at Grosse Pointe Theatre’s 
Take Ten Play Festival, which 
takes place Saturday, May 7, 

at Christ Church Grosse 
Pointe in Grosse Pointe 
Farms. 

The exact timing and selec-
tion of winning plays will be 
announced at a future date at 
gpt.org. Tickets to the Take 
Ten Play Festival also will be 
available at gpt.org. Festival 
tickets cost $10. 

For more information, visit 
gpt.org or email playfestival@
gpt.org.

PLAYS:
Continued from page 11A

Bronze Door is the Grosse Pointes’ holiday 
celebration destination! We are now taking reservations 
for holiday parties as well as catering for parties at your 

BronzeDoorGP.com
123 Kercheval Ave. Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236 | 313.886.8101

NOW OPEN!

123 Kerche

121621
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It was around this time 
last year when Grosse 
Pointe Park resident 
Kelly Konieczki discov-
ered 1000 Hours Outside 
and its Advent calendar. 
She had no idea, she 
said, how much a simple 
internet search that led to 
a free, printable calendar 
of activities would have 
such an impact on her 
life.

“This was at the height 
of COVID — isolating 
and lonely,” Konieczki 
said, noting the Advent 
calendar gave her and 
her daughter, Matilda, “a 
different activity every 
day, something different 
we could do outside.

“Some were ‘Go on a 
hike,’ but a lot of them 
introduced us to new, fun 
things,” she added. “The 
biggest thing I realized 
was it didn’t have to be 
this grand adventure. 
Maybe it was just ‘Count 
the birds’ or ‘Make maple 
syrup candy.’ It was more 
about heightening aware-
ness.”

Using the Advent cal-
endar, Konieczki and her 
daughter, then 10, visited 
places they hadn’t been 
to and completed tasks 
they’d never dreamed of 
before. It was life chang-
ing, she said.

“Once it was over, I 
started reading about the 
movement,” she said. “I 
found out a Michigan 
mom started it, basically 
encouraging families to 
get outside. There’s so 
much information out 
there about the benefi ts 
of being in nature. So we 
set a goal aiming for 
1,000 hours.

“I made a big list of 
places to go visit,” she 
explained. “... It turned 

into this awesome thing 
we could look forward to 
and celebrate.”

In her research, 
Konieczki learned the 
average child spends 
more than 1,000 hours in 
front of screens each 
year.

“The idea for this is to 
match that time,” she 
said, “how we can match 
screen time with outdoor 
time and fall in love with 
nature again.

“When we decided to 
do it, it really helped us 
focus on slowing down,” 
she added. “It’s very 
small changes, but it’s 
breaking this routine.”

Nature teacher
Konieczki, who teaches 

sign language to infants 
and children through her 
M om c a t ’ s  S i gn ing 
Academy, said when the 

pandemic hit ,  she 
researched homeschool-
ing and nature schools, 
ultimately deciding to 
homeschool her daugh-
ter.

“If there ever was a 
time to try homeschool-
ing, this is it,” she said. “It 
helped slow the time 
down. I feel so fortunate 
to have this time with her 
— and watching her 
when she gets excited 
about something and 
building on that. There 
are so many ways kids 
can learn in nature. 
Anything you can learn 
in a classroom, you can 
learn in nature. It opened 
my eyes to the possibility 
of nature as a teacher. I 
dove headfi rst into teach-
ing with nature. … 
There’s so much magic in 
nature. It makes you feel 
like a kid again. It pro-
vides such a rich sensory 
experience for learning. 
There are so many great 
loose parts.”

The challenge not only 
allowed Konieczki time 
with her daughter, but 
also proved life-altering 
as it inspired her to 
become a certifi ed nature 
specialist. She spent her 
summer as a part-time 
nature specialist with 
Green Garden Child 
Development Center.

“If you told me a year 
ago I’d be a nature spe-
cialist, I’d have said 
you’re crazy,”  she 
laughed. “How I got here 
was just going out there 
with (Matilda) — and 
that’s how you learn. For 
parents, you don’t have 
to know all the answers. 
That’s the type of thing 
you’re trying to teach 
kids — how to be curious, 

how to fi nd information.
“Now I’m passionate 

about helping families 
reconnect with nature,” 
she added. “I can’t say 
enough about how it 
changed our lives. Of 
course, getting out is the 
hardest part — I used to 
hate winter, but now I’m 
excited about it. Once 
you’re out there, it’s 
magic.”

Spreading the word
To inspire others to 

take on the challenge, 
Konieczki documented 
each day’s adventure — 
whether making ice 
ornaments or watching 
the sunset. She posted 
photos on Facebook and 
drew notable attention to 
the project, including 
from the Grosse Pointe 
Public Library.

A partnership between 
the GPPL and Konieczki, 
bringing 1000 Hours 
Outside to the commu-
nity, kicks off with an 
open house from 10 a.m. 
to noon Wednesday, Dec. 
29, at Ewald, 15175 E. 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park. Anyone interested 
in learning more about it 
is welcome to attend for 
hot cocoa, starter kits 
including a time tracker, 
DIY nature journals and 
more.

“We’re giving extra 
encouragement for peo-
ple to take on the chal-
lenge,” Konieczki said, 
noting monthly meetings 
will be offered. “By pro-
viding these once a 
month, we’re being a 
resource for families if 
they decide to take this 
challenge.

“I really want to help 
people see it doesn’t have 
to be complicated,” she 
added. “It’s about mak-
ing small changes that 
are going to make a huge 
difference in how you 
feel. … (A thousand 
hours) seems like a lofty 
goal, but once summer 
comes around, those 
hours add up.”

All ages are welcome 
to attend the open house, 
just as all ages are invited 

to participate in the chal-
lenge. More information 
may be found on the 
library’s website, grosse-
pointelibrary.org, or the 
1000 Hours Outside web-
site, 1000hoursoutside.
com.

Konieczki said through 
the challenge, her family 
— including her hus-
band, Steve — had more 
outdoor winter bonfi res 

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Park resident teams up with 
GPPL for 1000 Hours Outside

Step out and slow down

The Konieczkis made ice globes during one of their 
outdoor adventures.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Kelly and Matilda Konieczki found a beauty on their 
holiday decorations walk.

A collage of the family’s adventures.
Another bubble is fi lled on the Konieczkis’ time 
tracker.

The Konieczkis were tasked with decorating a tree 
with food for birds and squirrels, left, and were able 
to watch the benefi ts of their work pay off when this 
squirrel had a meal.

See OUTSIDE, page 6B
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96 Kercheval Avenue • On-the-Hill
Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236sir.com 313.888.8800
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Integrity. Heritage. Lifestyle.

2020 Top Producer at Higbie Maxon Agney.

Darlene D’Amico
darlene@higbiemaxon.com
313-886-3400
586-909-7767
higbiemaxon.com
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E. Warren Development 
Corp. presents E. Warren 
Holiday Nights, a Friday 
and Saturday marketplace 
featuring more than 35 
local businesses and live 
entertainment. 

Located at 16835 E. 
Warren in the former 
Pizza Hut parking lot, 
Holiday Nights is the per-
fect opportunity to listen 
to top-tier artists while 
shopping local for the hol-
idays. The market runs 
from 5 to 8 p.m. Fridays 
and Saturdays, until Dec. 
18.

After executing success-
ful Spring and Summer 
Farmers Markets, as well 
as Fall Night Markets, it 
only made sense for 
EWDC to end the year 
with a Holiday Night 
Market, with design assis-
tance from Other Work, 
who designed the new 
market shed to allow for 
year-round activity. As the 
buzz continues to spread, 
so does the support from 
the community and 
throughout metro Detroit.

Nicole DeLano, owner 
of Hiptique on Mack 
between Three Mile and 
Bedford, assisted in the 
recruitment of top local 

artists and shared all the 
positive happenings on E. 
Warren. 

“I’m just happy I could 
help my community by 
doing something I love,” 
she said, “and help my 
musician family in the 
process.”

The first weekend of 
Holiday Nights, Dec. 10 
and 11, featured Ramona 
Collins and Thornetta 
Davis. Upcoming acts 
include Dave Hamilton on 
Friday, Dec. 17, and The 
Paxton/Spangler Group 
on Saturday, Dec. 18.

“We’re so excited to 
host some of Detroit’s top 
musicians to spread holi-
day cheer to our shop-
pers,” EWDC Executive 
Director Joe Rashid said. 
“It’s been an amazing 
community effort to put 
this together and this is 
just the icing on the cake!”

EWDC values local 
entrepreneurship and 
developing a safe, festive 
and fun place to shop all 
year long. The organiza-
tion looks forward to host-
ing more markets in 2022. 

For more information, 
visit the E. Warren 
Development Corp. 
Facebook page.

E. Warren Holiday Nights 
showcases marketplace

Darlene Hellenberg recently 
joined the Grosse Pointe Public 
Library as an assistant director, 
replacing Peggy Kitchel, who 
retired the end of October. 

Her office is located at the 
Central branch, 10 Kercheval, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

“Darlene’s commitment to 
customer service and her dedi-
cation to engaging with staff and 
the community are just two of 
her strengths,” said Jessica 
Keyser, library director. “I had 
the opportunity to work with her 
when she was a librarian at the 
Ferndale Public Library.” 

A graduate of the Michigan 
Library Association Leadership 
Academy, Hellenberg earned her 
Master  of  Library and 
Information Science degree 

from Wayne State University. 
She earned a Bachelor of Science 
degree in English from Central 
Michigan University.

A resident of Warren, 
Hellenberg grew up in Ferndale. 
She started working as a page at 
the Ferndale library when she 
was in high school and then got 
a job at the circulation desk after 
college. 

“That’s when I found out how 
much you can contribute to your 
community through the library,” 
Hellenberg said. “It’s a great way 
to connect with people.” 

Hellenberg said she’s looking 
forward to fi nding her niche and 
getting to know everyone.

For more information about 
the Grosse Pointe Public Library, 
visit grossepointelibrary.org/.

GPPL hires new assistant director

COURTESY PHOTO

New Grosse Pointe Public Library 
Assistant Director Darlene 
Hellenberg.

War Memorial
The War Memorial, 32 

Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms, presents “Voices 
and Votes: Democracy in 
America,” the traveling 
version of a major exhibi-
tion at the Smithsonian’s 
National Museum of 
American History. The 
exhibition is open to the 
public 10 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. weekdays and 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturdays, 
until Jan. 8. The exhibit is 
free, but patrons must 
register for specifi c times 
to visit. Masks are 
required.

Ford House
The Edsel & Eleanor 

Ford House,  1100 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Shores, offers the follow-
ing programs:

◆  Starry Lights, 
Thursdays through 
Sundays, through Jan. 9.

◆ Holiday House Tours 
and Grounds Pass, 10 

a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesdays 
through Sundays, until 
Jan. 9.

For tickets and infor-
mation, visit fordhouse.
org.

Library
The Grosse Pointe 

Public Library hosts the 
following programs:

◆ Gingerbread House 
Take-Home Kit, available 
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Thursday, 
Dec. 16. at Central, 10 
Kercheval, Grosse Pointe 
Farms. Registration is 
required.

◆ Nonfiction Book 
Club, 7 to 8 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 16, via 
Zoom. The group dis-
cusses “Hidden Valley 
Road,” by Robert Kolker.

◆ Writing Group, 4 to 
5:15 p.m. Monday, Dec. 
20, via Zoom, for ages 11 
to 13.

◆ 1,000 Hours Outside 
Open House, 10 a.m. to 
noon Wednesday, Dec. 
29, at Ewald, 15175 E. 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

Register on grosse
pointelibrary.org or call 
(313) 640-4775.

Neighborhood Club
The Neighborhood 

Club, 17150 Waterloo, 
City of Grosse Pointe, 
hosts free walk-in 
COVID-19 vaccination 
clinics from 8 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Friday, Dec. 17. 
Appointments are not 
needed; vaccines are 
administered on a fi rst-
come, fi rst-served basis. 
Adult, booster and pedi-
atric doses are available. 
If getting a second dose 
or booster, proof of previ-
ous vaccination is 
required. Call (313) 885-
4600.

The Helm
The Helm at the Boll 

Life Center, 158 Ridge, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, 
offers the following pro-
grams: 

◆ The movie, “The 
Holiday” is shown 12:30 
to 2:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 
17. Cost is $2 for mem-
bers, $3 for nonmem-
bers, and includes 
snacks.

◆ Mah Jongg lessons, 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Mondays, Jan. 10, 17 and 
24. Cost is $5 for non-
members, free for mem-
bers.

◆ Happy Hour, 4 to 
5:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
Jan. 12. Cost is $18 for 
members, $22 for non-
members. The event 
includes light hors 
d’oeuvres and wine.

◆  O n e - o n - o n e 

Technology Instruction, 
noon to 3:30 p.m. the fi rst 
and third Fridays of each 
month.

Blood drives
The American Red 

Cross hosts the following 
blood drives:

◆ 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 23, 
Recreational Authority of 
Roseville and Eastpointe, 
1 8 1 8 5  S y c a m o r e , 
Roseville.

◆ 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 27, and 
Tuesday, Dec. 28, Pointe 
Fitness, 19556 Harper, 
Harper Woods.

◆ 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 30, Christ 
Church Grosse Pointe, 61 
Grosse Pointe Blvd., 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

◆  1  to  7  p .m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 5, 
Grosse Pointe Memorial 
Church, 16 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

◆ Noon to 6 p.m. 
Friday, Jan. 14, St. Clare 
of Montefalco Catholic 
Church, 1401 Whittier, 
Grosse Pointe Park. 

◆  1  to  7  p .m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 19, 
Jefferson Masonic Lodge 
No. 553, 22000 E. 11 Mile, 
St. Clair Shores.

Register online at red
crossblood.org.

Mini Picassos
Mini Picassos, 20802 

Lennon, Harper Woods, 
offers the following win-
ter classes and work-
shops:

◆  To d d l e r  A r t 
Mornings, 10 to 11 a.m. 
Mondays, Jan. 3 to 31. 
Cost is $100.

◆ Art Club, 4:15 to 5:15 
p.m. Thursdays, Jan. 6 to 
Feb. 3. Cost is $115.

◆  Mini  Picassos 
Saturday Art Club, 10:30 
a.m. to noon Saturdays, 
Jan. 8 to Feb. 5. Cost is 
$145.

◆ Slime Workshop: 
The Basics, noon to 1:30 
p.m. Saturday, Jan. 8. 
Cost is $30.

◆ American Girl Doll 
Art Pop-Up, 10 a.m. to 
noon Sunday, Jan. 16. 
Cost is $60.

◆  MLK Day Art 
Pop-Up, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Monday, Jan. 17. Cost is 
$75.

To register, visit mini
picassosstudio.com or 
call (313) 283-6710.

Beaumont
Beaumont Center for 

Mindfulness presents 
Living With Ease: 
M i n d f u l n e s s - b a s e d 
Stress Reduction, from 9 
to 11:30 a.m. Sundays, 
Jan. 16 to March 13. 
Orientation takes place 9 
to 11 a.m. Sunday, Jan. 9. 
Cost is $350; scholar-
ships are available. 
Registration is required 
by Friday, Jan. 7, at sur-
v e y m o n k e y. c o m / r /
Mindful2022. For infor-
mation, email centerfor-
mindfulness@beaumont.
org.

AREA ACTIVITIES
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A Signature Store

Women’s, Men’s & Children’s Clothing

17131 Kercheval Avenue • Grosse Pointe
In the Village

313-882-(PALM) 7256
shopvillagepalm.com

St. Ambrose Catholic Church is located at 
15020 Hampton Road between Wayburn 

and Maryland, one block north of Jefferson, 
just west of the Grosse Pointe Park City Hall. 

(313) 822-2814 • stambrosechurch.net 
facebook.com/stambroseparish

The Christmas Season at
 St. Ambrose Catholic Church

THE FOURTH WEEK OF ADVENT 
Saturday, December 18, 2021 AT 4 P.M. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2021 AT  
8:30 A.M. AND 11:15 A.M.

VIGIL OF THE BIRTH OF CHRIST 
Friday, December 24, 2021, 

Mass AT 4 P.M.

FEAST OF THE BIRTH OF CHRIST 
Saturday, December 25, 2021 

MIDNIGHT MASS AT 12 A.M.       .

MASS ON CHRISTMAS DAY 
AT 8:30 A.M. AND AT 11:15 A.M.

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY 
Sunday, December 26, 2021,  

MASS AT 8:30 A.M.        AND 11:15 A.M.

NEW YEAR’S EVE  
Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God

Friday, December 31, 2021 AT 4 P.M.     . 
 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
Saturday, January 1, 2022, MASS AT 4 P.M. 

Sunday, January 2, 2022,  
MASS AT 8:30 A.M. AND 11:15 A.M. 

**         - Service will be livestreamed online        

      ....

       

     .....
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 17125 Kercheval Ave
 Grosse Pointe • 313-887-1774
shopsmallfavors.com

CelebrateCelebrate
EverythingEverything!!

Gifts For Every OccasionGifts For Every Occasion
to help youto help you
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Beginning next month, 
Beaumont Health will 
offer the mental health 
program, Mood Lifters, 
free of charge to the com-
munity.

Three 15-week ses-
sions are scheduled, each 
kicking off at 7 p.m. the 
following dates:

◆ Tuesday, Jan. 11
◆ Wednesday, Jan. 19
◆ Thursday, Jan. 27
“We recognize that 

emotional health is as 
important to well-being 
as physical health,” said 
Suzy Berschback, health 
communities manager 
with Beaumont Health. 
“For that reason, we are 
inviting our Beaumont 
communities to partici-
pate in a mental wellness 
program, developed at 
the  Univers i ty  of 
Michigan, that has been 
shown to reduce anxiety, 
depression and stress, 
and increase happiness 
and joy.”

Mood Lifters, she con-
tinued, is a rapidly scal-
a b l e ,  a f f o r d a b l e , 
science-based, mental 
wellness program that 
was created, “because the 
mental health care sys-
tem is overwhelmed, 
expensive and often inef-
fective,” Berschback said. 
“What is unique about 
the program is that, 
unlike traditional ther-
apy, it is run by people 
who have found the pro-
gram to be helpful to 
them and is designed to 
give you the skills so you 
can help yourself.”

The peer-led group pro-
gram “addresses the 
complex biological, psy-
chological and social 
causes and consequences 
of mental health chal-
lenges that we all go 
through at one time or 
another in our lives,” 
Berschback said. “The 
peer leaders create a 
comfortable and safe 
environment that helps 
participants stay account-
able via a points program 
to achieve their personal-
ized mental wellness 

goals.”
Mood Lifters is deliv-

ered via Zoom and is 
open to anyone age 18 or 
older who would like to 
improve their coping 
skills, learn new health 
habits, connect with oth-
ers and get motivated to 
make life changes.

“ L e t ’ s  f a c e  i t , ” 
Berschback said, “the last 
few years have been 
hard. I think we could all 
use a lift.

“Mood Lifters will show 
you how improving your 
emotional well-being will 
improve your overall 
physical health and vice 
versa.”

To bring the program to 
Beaumont, Berschback 
went through it herself so 
she could experience its 
benefi ts fi rsthand.

“It really helped me 
focus on areas that 
needed improvement and 
work towards those goals 
over the course of our 
meeting time,” she said. 
“So it is very individual-
ized and can help every-
one.”

Beaumont Health has 
underwritten 10 Mood 

Lifters groups for 2022, 
and hopes to add more. 
While the Zoom option 
likely will continue mov-
ing forward, Berschback 
said she hopes to offer in-
person options in the 
future as well.

“Unfortunately, we 
were in a mental health 
crisis prior to COVID,” 
Berschback said. “Social 
distancing and decreased 
interaction has only made 
matters worse. In a time 
of so much online con-
nection, we are also see-
ing an epidemic of 
loneliness. In a time of 
social media, so many 
feel isolated. This pro-
gram can help you have a 
stronger relationship 
with your significant 
other, children and work 
associates. We need to do 
something different than 
we have done in the past: 
This is different.”

To learn more or sign 
up free with a Beaumont-
sponsored group, visit 
m o o d l i f t e r s . c o m /
calendar-of-meetings/ 
and select one of the 
B e a u m o n t  H e a l t h 
options.
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Mood Lifters aims to 
boost mental health
Beaumont offers virtual wellness program

COURTESY PHOTO

Suzy Berschback, health communities manager 
with Beaumont Health, was instrumental in bring-
ing Mood Lifters to Beaumont and the community.

The Ugly Holiday 
Sweater 5K and Kids 
Run, which raises funds 
for the Ted Swarthout 
Memorial Skatepark 
Project  in Harbor 
Springs, takes place in 
Harbor Springs begin-
ning at 4:45 p.m. this 
Saturday, Dec. 18, for 
those in the area.

However, organizers 
have added a virtual com-
ponent so now anyone, 
anywhere can partici-
pate.

“Grosse Pointers are 
invited to participate live 
if they will be in town for 
the weekend or to partic-
ipate virtually anytime 
between Saturday and 
Christmas Day,” said 
S u n n y  S w a r t h o u t 
Wagner, Ted Swarthout’s 
sister who is helping 
raise funds for the skate-
park in her brother’s 
name. “They just have to 
bundle up in an ugly 
sweater as the holiday 
lights are coming on and 
enjoy the evening. 
Perhaps they will partici-
pate in honor of Ted. 
Perhaps they will partici-
pate to support the skate-
park project. Or perhaps 
they will just join in the 
holiday fun.

“All are welcome, espe-
cially if they post festive 
s e l f i e s  w i t h 
# H a r b o r S p r i n g s 
#UglySweater and other 
appropriate hashtags,” 

she added.
Swarthout was a resi-

dent of Grosse Pointe 
Park who had planned to 
relocate to Harbor 
Springs and raise funds 
to update the communi-
ty’s aging skatepark. He 
passed away unexpect-
edly this summer, leaving 
behind two young chil-
dren. His family and 
friends decided to carry 
through with his plans 
and have since started 
fundraising for the Ted 
Swarthout Memorial 
Skatepark, which will be 
built by his high school 

friend, Catherine Coulon, 
owner of Evergreen 
Skateparks.

So far, fundraising 
efforts have surpassed 
$6,600. The goal is 
$600,000.

“We are excited to 
announce that an anony-
mous donor has pledged 
$100,000 in matching 
funds once the skatepark 
project raises its first 
$100,000,”  Wagner 
added.

To sign up or donate, 
visit runsignup.com/
uglysweaterhs.

— Jody McVeigh

Fundraiser goes virtual

experience

Come see what’s new in 2021

apparel • shoes • accessories

74 Kercheval Avenue
Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236

313.458.8719
Holiday Hours: Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat 10-5 • Thurs 10-7 • Sun 12-4

BEST
BEST
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20        21 121621
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OBITUARIES
Obituary notices are purchased and often prewritten by family or friends. While 
we try to run obituaries as submitted, we nevertheless reserve the right to edit for 
accuracy, style and length.

Linda Ann 
Carstens

Linda Ann Carstens, 
84, passed away Tuesday, 
Dec. 7, 2021, in Oxford. 

She was born Dec. 2, 
1937, in Westfi eld, N.J., 
to Robert and Sarah 
Nitschke. Linda moved to 
Burlington, Vt., where 
she graduated from high 
school and attended the 
University of Vermont, 
earning a Bachelor of 
Science degree in nurs-
ing. Upon graduation 
from UVM, she joined 
the United States Army 
Nurse Corps, earning a 
promotion to first lieu-
tenant while serving 
overseas in Germany. 

While in the Army, she 
met Norman Carstens, 
an officer in the Army 
Denta l  Corps ,  in 
Heidelberg, Germany. 
They were married in 
January 1962, in Basil, 
Switzerland.

Linda and Norman 
raised two children, 
Andrea Carstens and 
Mat thew Cars tens 
(Melissa). She was the 
beloved grandmother to 
Daniel and William 
Carstens.

She was predeceased 
by her husband, Norman.

As an avid and accom-
plished horsewoman, 
Linda was a member of 
the Grosse Pointe Hunt 
Club and Waterloo Hunt 
Club in Grass Lake, 
where she earned her 
hunt colors. She also 
enjoyed gardening, bird 
watching and reading.

A memorial service will 
be held at 1 p.m. Sunday, 
Dec. 26, at Christ Church 
Grosse Pointe, 61 Grosse 
Pointe Blvd., Grosse 
Pointe Farms.

In lieu of fl owers, dona-
tions may be made to the 
Alzheimer’s Foundation 
of America, alzfdn.org; 
or Christ Church Grosse 
Pointe, christchurchgp.
org.

Arthur James “AJ” 
Vaughn

Arthur James “AJ” 
Vaughn, 63, of the City of 
Grosse Pointe, passed 
away peacefully at home 
Saturday, Oct. 30, 2021.

AJ was born March 19, 
1958, in Grosse Pointe 
Woods, to Vicky and 
Arthur Vaughn. He grad-
uated from Grosse 
Pointe North High 
School in 1976, and 
earned a bachelor ’s 
degree in business, with 
a major in marketing, 
from Western Michigan 
University.

After college, AJ 
embarked upon what 
would become a 25-year 
career with UPS. During 
his tenure, he worked in 
var ious  capaci t ies , 
including driver, human 
resources and industrial 
engineer. He was highly 
respected and fair 
throughout his career, 
from which he retired in 
2004.

AJ married Laura 
Macleod in 1992, after a 
six-month courtship. 
They moved to Arkansas, 
where their daughter, 
Megan, was born. They 
lived there 15 years.

A happy childhood, 
fond memories and 
many lifelong friends led 
AJ and his family back to 
Grosse Pointe after 
retirement. 

As a boy, AJ loved 
playing baseball at 

Ghesquiere Park with all 
of his neighborhood 
friends. Throughout his 
life, he loved all sports, 
especially football, both 
college and professional. 
He also adored animals 
and cared for many pets 
during his lifetime; his 
family and friends often 
referred to him as an 
animal whisperer.

AJ was a kind man 
with a gentle heart and a 
beautiful smile. He was 
quick-witted, had a fan-
tastic sense of humor 
and was gifted with 
numbers; he remem-
bered dates, addresses 
and phone numbers for 
years with ease.

AJ is survived by his 
wife, Laura Macleod 
Vaughn;  daughter, 
Megan Vaughn; mother, 
Vicky Vaughn; sister, 
Helen Clay (Bill); niece, 
Gillian Moss (John); 
n e p h e w,  G r a h a m 
Rabbitt; and goddaugh-
ter, Charlene Sell (Josh). 
He was predeceased by 
his father, Arthur John 
Vaughn; and brother-in-
law, B. Chris Rabbitt.

A memorial Mass 
takes place at 10 a.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 8, at St. 
Joan of Arc Catholic 
Church, 22410 Overlake, 
St. Clair Shores, fol-
lowed by a celebration of 
AJ’s life from 1 to 4 p.m. 
at Assumption Cultural 
Center, 21800 Marter, St. 
Clair Shores. All who 
loved AJ and would like 
to celebrate his life are 
welcome to attend.

Donations in AJ’s 
memory may be made to 
the Grosse Pointe 
A n i m a l  A d o p t i o n 
Society, gpaas.org; or 
Detroit Dog Rescue, 
detroitdogrescue.com.

Allene Turpin 
Carlile

Allene Turpin Carlile, 
78, of Grosse Pointe Park, 
passed away peacefully 
Monday, Dec. 6, 2021. 

Lena was born June 27, 
1943, in Richmond, Va., to 
William G. Turpin and the 
late Lucille Andrews 
Turpin. Many years after 
graduating from Marriott 
High School in Virginia, 
Lena raised two fine 
young men with her for-
mer husband, Robert 
Carlile. A few years later, 
she earned her Master of 
Education degree from 
the University of Toledo. 
At age 60, she reinvented 
herself and earned a 
Master of Science degree 
in finance from Walsh 
College in Troy. She was 
the consummate student 
and conveyed the impor-
tance of such to her chil-
dren and grandchildren. 
She took great pride in 
knowing she successfully 
met her goal in preparing 
for all her grandchildren’s 
higher education require-
ments.

Lena, aka “Neenee,” 
had a creative mind and 
dabbled in landscape 
design, interior design, 
architectural design, 
woodworking and jewelry 
design. She had a tank full 
of relentless drive and cre-
ativity that constantly 
overfl owed.

She began her profes-
sional career as an art 
teacher in Toledo at the 
junior high level. A few 
years later she became 
the curator at the Toledo 
Museum of Art and later a 
curator for the Detroit 
Institute of Arts. A person 
of many talents, Lena also 
was a financial planner 
for Axa Advisors and 
Securian Financial during 
her later years. She loved 
a good challenge, yet she 
possessed a softness and 
grace that drew in others.

Lena was a member of 
the Grosse Pointe 
Memorial Church, Rotary 
Club and the Walloon 
Lake Country Club to 
name a few. She loved to 
give back to the commu-
nity and touched many 
lives along the way. She 
also enjoyed gardening, 
dancing, entertaining her 
friends with a luncheon 
on her patio and a good 
nap. She did everything 
100 percent, including 
napping.

Neenee loved to travel 
and experience new 
things. She lived in sev-
eral places, including six 
states and Seoul, Korea. 
She visited most of the 
United States, as well as 
Spain, Italy, Russia, 
Germany, England, 
Mexico and Canada.

Leapin’ Lena is survived 
by her sons, Hunter (Tara) 
and Foster (Jennifer); and 
grandchildren, Tucker, 
Carter, Macy, Everett and 
William.

A memorial gathering 
took place Dec. 14. 
Celebrations of life — aka 
“Leapin’ Lena Palooza” — 
will continue well into 
2022, with stops in 
Newtown, Va., in late 
spring, and Walloon Lake 
likely on June 27, what 
would have been her 79th 
birthday.

In lieu of flowers, 
memorial contributions 
may be made to Walloon 

Lake Association, 4060 N. 
M-75, Ste. 102, Walloon 
Lake, MI 48796; or the 
Detroit Institute of Arts, 
dia.org/support/donate.

Share a memory at 
verheyden.org.

Thomas Mason 
Campau Sr.

T h o m a s  M a s o n 
Campau Sr., of Grosse 
Pointe Farms and Marco 
Island, Fla., passed away 
peacefully Monday, Dec. 
6, 2021, at age 83, sur-
rounded by his family. 
Tom was born Jan. 31, 
1938, in Grosse Pointe, to 
Loyola and Richard 
Campau. 

He will be remembered 
as a man of devout faith 
and humility and one who 
prioritized family above 
all else. He was a devoted 
husband, father, grandfa-
ther, uncle, brother and 
dear friend to many. 

He is survived by the 
love of his life and beloved 
wife of almost 60 years, 
Carol Ann, as well as his 
c h i l d r e n ,  T h o m a s 
Campau Jr., Lisa Miller 
(Dave) and Tricia Schaden 
(Matthew). He was prede-
ceased by his son, 
Stephen, with whom he is 
joyously reunited in 
heaven. 

Tom adored his 10 
grandchildren and shared 
a unique and beautiful 
relationship — and many 
bowls of Haagen Dazs — 
with each one: William 
Conway, Samantha Wild 
(Trevor ) ,  S tephen 
Campau, Alexandra 
Conway, Mason Campau, 
Thomas Campau III, 
A n d r e w  S c h a d e n , 
Kathryn Schaden, Rylee 
Miller and Julia Schaden. 
Tom also is survived by 
his sister, Mary Paschke 
(Richard), and was prede-
ceased by his brothers, 
Daniel Campau (Ann) and 
Richard Campau (Sally).

He attended St. Paul on 
the Lake Catholic School 
and graduated from the 
University of Detroit 
before going on to own 
several businesses in the 
material handling indus-
try. His career spanned 50 
years and he leaves a leg-
acy of integrity and entre-
preneurial spirit in his 
companies that continue 
to thrive.

Anyone who knew Tom 
would call him an excel-
lent captain, a gifted pia-
nist, the key lime pie 
master, a successful busi-
ness owner, a serious ice 
cream afi cionado, a gen-
erous philanthropist and a 
humble servant of God. 
His family knew him as 
their rock, doling out wise 
words when requested, 
but more often teaching 
through his quiet, stead-
fast example of a life lived 
fully and cherished to the 
last moment.

A funeral Mass will be 
held Thursday, Dec. 16, at 
Servants of Jesus of The 
Divine Mercy, 33826 
Beaconsfield, Clinton 
Township. Visitation 
begins at 10 a.m., and the 
funeral Mass begins at 11 
a.m.

In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations may 
be made to Servants of 
Jesus of The Divine 
Mercy, sjdivinemercy.org/
support/.

Lilian Rogers
Grosse Pointe Woods 

resident Lilian Rogers, 
94, passed away Tuesday, 
Dec. 7, 2021.

Lilian was born Lilia 
Isopi in Frosinone 
Province, outside of 
Rome, Italy, in May 1927. 
At the age of 9, she sailed 
with her mother and 
brother to America, to 
join her father in Detroit, 
where he worked for the 
water department. After 
graduating from Eastern 
High School, she worked 
as a railroad clerk. In 
1951, she married 
William Rogers, with 
whom she had six chil-
dren.

For the next 35 years, 
following her children’s 
activities also dictated 
her activities. Over those 
years, Lilian was involved 
in ballet, Girl Scouts, 
high school theater and 
choir, along with Little 
League and many other 
youth sports.

Lilian also was very 
involved in church activi-
ties and was a founding 
member of St. Margaret 
of Scotland Parish in St. 
Clair Shores, where she 
was active in the Altar 
Sodality. After the family 
moved to Grosse Pointe 
Woods, they joined Our 
Lady Star of the Sea 
Parish where Lilian 
remained active, most 
notably as co-president of 
the Rosary Altar Society.

Once Lilian’s children 
were grown, she returned 
to work part time for the 
city of Grosse Pointe 
Woods, fi rst for the court 
clerk and later for the 
Department of Public 
Works. She was in her 
80s before fi nally retiring.

Lilian is survived by her 
children, Mary Schenk 
(Edward) ,  Kathryn 
Rogers (John Howes), 
Michael (Mercy), William 
(Joan Cummins) and 
Kelley Neal (Gary). She 
was predeceased by her 
husband, William, and 
son, Robert. She also is 
survived by seven grand-
children and their 
spouses and children. 

She will be buried out 
of Our Lady Star of the 
Sea Catholic Church on 
Thursday, Dec. 16.

Allene Turpin CarlileArthur James VaughnLinda Ann Carstens

Thomas M. Campau Sr. Lilian Rogers

See OBITS, page 5B

In loving memory of 
Geraldine Loretta Mazzei 

(Geri) born October 21, 
1935 who passed peacefully 
at home on November 30, 
2021.
 Geri embodied the 
meaning of living life to 
its fullest. She was ener-
getic and always on the go. 
Geraldine Loretta Molski 
met Albert Frank Maz-
zei and married in 1957. 
Their family grew quickly 
giving birth to 5 children 
in 6 years. For 30 years, 
they raised their family at 
22 Webber Place, Grosse 
Pointe Shores, Michigan. 
Their home was the hub 
for family and friends who 
were always welcome and 
everlasting memories were 
formed. After her hus-
band’s unexpected death 
in 1985, Geri continued to 
operate his pharmaceuti-
cal business in Detroit for 
over 10 years. After selling 
the business, she moved 
to Chicago to be close to 
her children. At age 69, 
she attained her Illinois 
Real Estate License and 
began a successful career 
with Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices. Upon her 
retirement from Real Es-
tate at age 81, she moved 
to St. John, Indiana. She 
once again connected with 
a great group of people 
who became dear friends. 
Geri always lit up the 
room and was known for 
never missing an activity. 
Out of all her accomplish-
ments, her family was her 
greatest achievement and 
joy. Geri showed up for 
everyone and everything 

and if you weren’t there, 
she reminded you “you’re 
missing it”. She gifted us 
with her many talents as 
seen in all her creations. 
Her free spirit and love 
of life will most certainly 
have an everlasting effect 
on all that were lucky to 
know her. 
 The legacy of an in-
credible woman lives on 
through her 5 children, 
Michelle Fillinger (Mi-
chael), Cheryl Mazzei, 
Dr Susan Mazzei, Teres-
sa Shivers-Mazzei (Linda 
Abbott), Michael Mazzei 
(Ann), 10 grandchildren, 
Dr. Jacqueline Uffner (Dr. 
Neil), Jessica Leontarakis 
(Giannis), Michael Fill-
inger (Kristen), Adeline 
Shivers-Mazzei, Michael 
Mazzei, Jr. (Amanda), Ag-
nes Mazzei d, Joyce Ann 
Musitelli (Nino), Susan 
Sudomier (Michael), Jo-
seph Mazzei, Ava Mazzei, 
14 great grandchildren: 
Julia, Albert, Parker Uff-
ner, George Leontarakis, 
Jackson, Alexa, Madelyn 
Fillinger, Asher Mazzei, 
Layla, Rosie, Lilliana, 
Nino Jr. Musitelli, Mi-
chael, Virginia, Theodore 
Sudomier.
 Geraldine was the 

daughter of the late Hel-
en and Joseph Molski and 
daughter in-law of the 
late Adeline and Eugene 
Mazzei. She is survived by 
her brother Roger Molski 
(Marcia) and sister Joanne 
Ryder (Thomas), Sister in-
laws Helen Irving (Glen 
d.) and Theresa Luxmore, 
Brother in-laws Alfred 
Mazzei (Donna), John 
Mazzei (Despothea), Dr. 
Richard Mazzei, Eugene 
Mazzei and nieces and 
nephews whom she loved 
dearly.
 A memorial service will 
be held in spring 2022 at St 
Paul on the Lake Catholic 
Church in Grosse Pointe 
to celebrate her life. Date 
to be determined.  
 In lieu of flowers, me-
morial donations can 
be made to the Macular 
Degeneration Research 
Fund at Northwestern 
University Feinberg School 
of Medicine, 420 E Supe-
rior, Rubloff Bldg., 9th 
Floor, Chicago, IL 60611 
or https://www.feinberg.
northwestern.edu/sites/
ophthalmology/about/
giving.html.”
For gifts made online, des-
ignate the gift in the “other 
box,” typing in Macular 
Degeneration Research 
Fund. In order to note 
that the gift is made in 
memory of Geraldine L. 
Mazzei, please also make 
sure to click the drop down 
for “honor/memorialize a 
loved one or your doctor” 
when completing their on-
line form for the gift.  You 
can make this note in the 
comment box.

Geraldine Loretta Mazzei
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Mary Ellen Carrig 
French

Former Grosse Pointe 
Farms resident Mary 
Ellen Carrig French, 98, of 
St. Louis, passed away 
Tuesday, Sept. 28, 2021.

Mary Ellen was born 
Feb. 17, 1923, in Buffalo, 
N.Y., to Beulah and Frank 
Carrig. She attended 
Bennett High School in 
Buffalo and then went to 
Salem College in North 
Carolina. There she met 
her lifelong partner and 
great love, Jim French, a 
recent Princeton graduate 
and Army officer. She 
waited for him while he 
served several years dur-
ing World War II.

Graduating in 1944, 
Mary Ellen returned to 
Buffalo to work as a sec-
retary until Jim returned, 
whereupon they immedi-
ately married in the 
Church of the Good 
Shepherd in Buffalo and 
moved to Grosse Pointe 
Farms. They raised all of 
their children in Grosse 
Pointe, living there until 
they retired to Hilton 
Head Island, S.C.

Mary Ellen was an avid 
member of the Junior 
League of Detroit and 
Daughters  of  the 
American Revolution, 
Grosse Pointe chapter, as 
well as the Grosse Pointe 
Bridge Club. She also was 
a member and often pres-
ident of the garden clubs 
and bridge clubs in Hilton 
Head and Vero Beach, Fla. 
She was an avid designer, 
seamstress and bridge 
player.

Mary Ellen is survived 
by her daughters, Mary 
“Peetie” Van Etten, 
R e b e c c a  “ B e c k y ” 

Redwood and Catherine 
“Kiki” Jordan; son, James 
“Jim” Mott French Jr.; 
grandchildren, Molly 
Levit, Clarissa Orris, Ellen 
E t h i n g t o n ,  E m i l e 
R e d w o o d ,  C l a r a 
Redwood, Peter Jordan 
and Margaret Chastain; 
and great-grandchildren, 
James and Jack Orris, 
Emma and Max Levit, 
Duke and Ford Ethington, 
Oliver Chastain and 
Jackson Jordan.

She was predeceased 
by her husband, James 
“Jim” Mott French; and 
siblings, Beulah Canfi eld, 
Catherine “Faffy” Watts 
and Frank Carrig Jr.

An internment service 
will take place at 3 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 5, at 6 Oaks 
C e m e t e r y ,  1 7 5 
Greenwood, Hilton Head 
Island, S.C. 29928.

Melissa Jodzio
Melissa “Missy” Jodzio, 

70, of Stuart, Fla., passed 
away Tuesday, Oct. 19, 
2021, at Treasure Coast 
Hospice. 

Melissa was born 
March 14, 1951, to 
Elizabeth (nee White) 
Moorman and Achilles 
Moorman. She grew up in 
Grosse Pointe with four 
sisters and two brothers. 
She often told fun stories 

of her childhood and the 
joys of growing up in such 
a large family.

Melissa graduated from 
Grosse Pointe South High 
School and moved to 
Jensen Beach, Fla., with 
her twin sister, Katherine 
“Katie” Moorman to 
attend St. Joseph’s 
College. “The Twins” 
became well known for 
their humor.

Melissa married Tom 
Jodzio and moved to 
Arizona where she had 
one child, John Jodzio. 
When her son went to col-
lege, Melissa moved back 
to Florida to live with 
Katie.

Melissa stayed active in 
Stuart playing golf and 
tennis on leagues, boating 
with friends and fi shing 
on the beach. She found 
comfort in attending 
Sunday Mass at St 
Joseph’s Church and tak-
ing quiet walks on the 
beach collecting shells. 
She loved life, her family 
and her friends.

Melissa dearly loved 
her grandchildren, niece 
and nephew. She loved 
spoiling the children with 
movies, games, candy, 
sugary cereals and visits 
to the beach. 

Melissa is survived by 
son,  John Jodzio 
(Roxanne); stepson, Tom 
Jodzio (Cindy); step-

daughter,  Kathleen 
Costello (Paul); grandchil-
dren, Morgan and Jude 
Jodzio; nephew, Lee 
Dawson; and niece, Liz 
Morath (Grant). She also 
is survived by her siblings, 
Priscilla Moorman and 
Mary Lagerfeldt of 
Frankfort, Katherine 
Moorman (Steve) of 
Stuart, Fla., and Patricia 
Berridge (Bi l l )  of 
Frankfort. 

Melissa was prede-
ceased by her parents and 
brother, Dan Moorman of 
Stuart, Fla.

Melissa will be laid to 
rest  in Frankfort . 
Arrangements were pro-
vided by Jowett Family 
Funeral Home.

Robert Keith 
Roach

Robert Keith Roach 
passed away March 19, 
2021.

He was born Oct. 12, 
1951, to Keith and Joan 
Roach,  both  now 
deceased. He graduated 
from Austin Prep in 
Detroit and lived his faith 
with a kind and giving 
heart. Bob entered the mil-
itary, working with Army 
Intelligence before the 
sudden death of his father, 
Keith, brought him back 
home to offer strength to 

his mother, Joan; brother, 
David; and sisters, Marilyn 
(Richard Cortellini) and 
Ann (Jeff Bourgeois). 
Along the way, uncles, 
aunts, nieces and cher-
ished cousins formed a 
family circle. Bob was the 
essence of his family.

Bob also is survived by 
his wife of nearly 40 years, 
Sandra Shiner Roach.

A man of letters, Bob 
attended the University of 
Detroit, earning his under-
graduate and two Master 
of Arts degrees, specializ-
ing in criminal law and 
justice. This knowledge 
served him well in his 
much respected vocation 
as an officer of the law 
with the Grosse Pointe 
Park Police Department, 
later named Grosse Pointe 
Park Public Safety. 
Principled and noble in 
his beliefs, Bob followed 
the motto and lived his life 
as “A man for others.” His 
humility kept his accom-
plishments at his alma 
mater quiet. He extolled 
the accolades of others 
and wore his own achieve-
ments close to his vest. 
Bob extended his commit-
ment as a guardian of 
safety and protection fol-
lowing his retirement 
from the police force, 
when he joined the in-
house security team of 
Cottage Hospital/Bon 
S e c o u r s / B e a u m o n t 
Hospital in the City of 
Grosse Pointe.

In addition to being a 
past commander of 
AMVETS Post 121 in St. 
Clair Shores, a member of 
the Gaelic League of 
Detroit—Irish American 
Club, Fraternal Order of 
Eagles and Knights of 
Columbus, Bob was an 
avid golfer, voracious 
reader and adventurous 
traveler. He was the best 
of neighbors, chatting 

over the fence, helping 
with gardens, tree-trim-
ming, shoveling snow and 
offering dog-care tips. Bob 
enjoyed surprising his 
wife, Sandie, with their 
favorite terriers.

Bob was a trusted confi -
dante to many. He wore a 
badge of honor, integrity, 
character; he was a man 
of substance. Bob never 
stopped being present for 
those in need, not even 
after an accident seven 
years ago that left him 
physically limited, but 
never quelled his vivid 
imagination, his zest for 
joy, his ability to make 
everyone around him feel 
special and loved. Bob will 
be remembered as a tall, 
strong, caring, personable 
community leader with a 
great sense of humor. 
Always altruistic, Bob’s 
legacy lives on in the 
treasure of sight he 
bestowed upon another 
with his Irish eyes, still 
smiling.

Due to current COVID 
restrictions, a service for 
Bob will take place at a 
later date in the chapel at 
A. H. Peters Funeral 
Home, 20705 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods. A 
celebration of life, a trib-
ute to Bob, with his 
friends, will be held at a 
date not yet determined.

In lieu of fl owers, dona-
tions in Bob’s name may 
be made to one of the fol-
lowing: Capuchins and/
or Solanus Casey Center, 
1820 Mt. Elliott, Detroit, 
MI 48207; Fraternal 
Order of Police Grosse 
Pointe Lodge 102, Box 
361398, Grosse Pointe 
Farms, MI 48236; or 
Michigan Veterans 
Foundation Homeless 
Shelter, 4626 Grand 
River, Detroit, MI 48208.

OBITS:
Continued from page 4B
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Caring for a loved 
one can be a daunting 
task and filled with 
anxiety-inducing con-
cerns. 

From 2 to 3 p.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 13, The 
Helm at the Boll Life 
C e n t e r  p r e s e n t s 

“ S t r a t e g i e s  f o r 
Caregivers” to provide 
instruction on how to 
become a more confi-
dent caregiver. The pro-
gram is  f ree ,  but 
registration is required.

According to  the 
Michigan Department 

of Health and Human 
Services, Michigan is 
home to nearly one mil-
lion family caregivers 
caring for a loved one 
or  f r i end .  Dur ing 
“ S t r a t e g i e s  f o r 
Caregivers,” partici-
pants learn strategies 

for physical, emotional 
and verbal interaction 
w h i l e  p r a c t i c i n g 
patience and relax-
ation. This, in turn, 
imbues confidence in 
the caregiver, improv-
ing overall caregiving.

While the program 

focuses on differentiat-
ing between different 
types of dementia, the 
t ips and strategies 
apply to all caregivers. 
Participants also learn 
where to turn for addi-
t i o n a l  h e l p  a n d 
resources, as well as 
begin to build a support 
system with other care-
givers. 

There will be time for 
questions during and 
after the presentation.

Kathy Housey, AFAA-
certified group fitness 
and cert i f ied yoga 
instructor, facilitates 
the program, which is 
sponsored by Oasis 
Senior Advisors. 

Register online at 
helmlife.org.

The Helm offers ‘Strategies for Caregivers’

Worship
      Service

SUNDAY
8:15 & 10:45 a.m. - Worship Service

9:30 a.m. - Bible Study
10:45 a.m. - Sunday School

MONDAY
7 p.m. - Worship Service

2nd & 4th Monday of the Month
WEDNESDAY
10 a.m. - Bible Study

Randy S. Boelter, Pastor
Making New Disciples-
Building Stronger Ones

Christ the King
Lutheran Church

and Preschool
Mack at Lochmoor • 884-5090

www.christthekinggp.org

Sanctuary Worship
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
Online Worship &
Zoom Communion
www.stpaulgp.org
All are Welcome!

Rev. Krister Ulmanis,
Interim Pastor

120921

15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park, 
Michigan 48230-1302

Ambrose
Saint

Catholic Church

Masses
Saturday Vigil — 4:00 p.m.
Sunday — 8:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.
Tuesday — 8:30 a.m.
Thursday — 7:00 p.m.
Friday — Noon

ST. MICHAEL’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
GROSSE POINTE WOODS, MI

20475 Sunningdale Park 
(313) 884-4820                 www.stmichaelsgpw.org      

Our 75th Year!

Christmas Eve
4:00 p.m. (especially for family and friends)

9:00 p.m. Carols and Holy Communion by Candlelight ( with full choir)
First Sunday after Christmas Day

Holy Communion at 10:00

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SCHEDULE

800 Vernier Road
(Corner of Wedgewood)
(313) 884-5040

Rev. Sean Motley, Senior Pastor
~ “Go Make Disciples” ~

www.feelc.org

FIRST ENGLISH EVANGELICAL
   LUTHERAN CHURCH

Sunday, Dec. 19  -  10:00 am

 Sunday, Dec. 26 - 10:00 am
 Sunday, Jan. 2  -  10:00 am

    Friday, Dec. 24 - 4:00 pm
 - 7:00 pm
 - 10:00 pm

Everyone is Welcome!
Amanda Onoro, director preschool@feelc.org

Christmas Eve
Services

120921
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than nights by the fi re-
place. She also didn’t 
realize how much she 
would enjoy making bird 
seed ornaments or going 
on hot cocoa hikes. Some 
of her favorite moments 
of the challenge — which 
she and Matilda com-
pleted mid-October — 
included neighborhood 
walks, playing in the mud 
and exploring a creek.

“You start and then 
come up with more 
ideas,” she said, “and 
then your favorites 
become these new tradi-
tions with each season, 
which is wonderful.”

She encouraged others 
to give it a try, even if just 
starting small.

“Get outside; you won’t 
regret it.”

OUTSIDE:
Continued from page 1B

The pair created this snowball lantern.

Matilda 
Konieczki 
leaps with joy 
at hitting the 
1,000-hour 
mark.

COURTESY 
PHOTOS

Anthony Howard 
Hall

Anthony Howard Hall 
passed away peacefully 
Monday, Dec. 6, 2021.

He was born Dec. 19, 
1954, in Detroit, the third 
of three children of Lacey 
Hall and Joan Burnett-
Hall. Anthony was raised 
in Detroit, where he, 
along with his sister and 
brother, embraced his 
mother’s passion for liv-
ing with creativity, 
authenticity and joy. For 
the first six years of 
school, Anthony attended 
Thirkell Elementary and 
St. Agnes Catholic 
schools, after which he 
attended Hutchins Junior 
High School and Cass 
Technical High School. 

Upon graduating from 
high school, Anthony 
joined the U.S. Army, 
where he was trained as 
an operating room techni-
cian. He went on to earn 
an honorable discharge 
and moved to California, 
where he lived 10 years. 
In 1974, he married Joyce 
Bond and their union pro-
duced two children, 
Anthony Vidal Hall and 

Jermaine Sean Hall. 
Anthony earned two 

bachelor’s degrees from 
Wayne State University — 
in psychology and philos-
ophy. For more than 25 
years, he worked at Henry 
Ford—Cottage Hospital 
as an operating room 
technician. Anthony was 
especially fond of his time 
working at Cottage 
Hospital, as well as the 
colleagues with whom he 
worked. 

Anthony was interested 
in many subjects, but 
what stood out was music. 
He loved singing, dancing 
and playing the piano. His 
favorite artists were 
Donny Hathaway, Pat 
Metheny, Stevie Wonder 
and James Brown. What 
he enjoyed most was 
singing with family dur-

ing family gatherings. He 
also enjoyed cooking and 
made up recipes on the 
spot, which always tasted 
good.

Anthony was a loving 
and generous person who 
was fun to be around and 
served as the family sage. 
He was very astute and 
gave brilliant, brutally 
honest advice. He was 
always supportive and 
caring toward those who 
needed him. 

Anthony was prede-
ceased by his parents, 
Lacey and Joan Hall. He 
leaves to cherish his 
memory his  sons, 
Anthony Vidal Hall and 
Jermaine Sean Hall; 
grandchildren, Jermaine 
Hall and Jamar Hall; sis-
ter, Charmaine Paulson; 
twin brother, Christopher 
Hall; nieces, Maya Usher 
and Christina Usher; and 
a host of many other fam-
ily and friends, all of 
whom will miss him 
dearly.

A celebration of 
Anthony’s life takes place 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 18, at 
Verheyden Funeral Home, 
16300 Mack, Grosse 
Pointe Park. Visitation is 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Services are from 1 to 3 
p.m.

OBITS:
Continued from page 5B

Anthony Howard Hall

Nearly two years into the pandemic, 
everyone has earned a holiday break 
with their family and friends. But as the 
nation gathers again for celebrations this 
season, the American Red Cross, which 
provides 40 percent of the country’s 
blood, is facing historically low blood 
supply levels. 

Busy holiday schedules, breaks from 
school and winter weather all contribute 
to a drop in blood and platelet donations 
this time of year. Those factors, com-
bined with the ongoing challenges of 
COVID-19, make it vital for donors to 
make an appointment to give as soon as 

possible. If more donors don’t come for-
ward to give blood, some patients requir-
ing a transfusion may potentially face 
delays in care. 

Donors are urged to schedule an 
appointment now by using the Red Cross 
Blood Donor App, visiting redcross-
blood.org or calling (800) 733-2767. To 
encourage donors to help address the 
historically low blood supply this holiday 
season, all who come to give between 
Friday, Dec. 17, and Sunday, Jan. 2, will 
receive an exclusive Red Cross long-
sleeved T-shirt, while supplies last. 

Register online at redcross.org.

Donors needed to address historically low blood supply

Open 
 Hearts

Join Grosse Pointe Memorial Church thisi G P i M i l Ch h hi
holiday season as we fling our hearts wide open

and welcome Jesus our Savior! 

Friday, December 24 — Christmas Eve

11:00 am and 5:00 pm
Family Service (Childcare available)

7:30 and 10:00 pm
Candlelit Service with Full Choir

For everyone’s health and well-being, masks 
and distancing between households are required.

GROSSE POINTE MEMORIAL CHURCH
“A light by the lakeshore”
16 Lake Shore Dr.
Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236
313.882.5330 | gpmchurch.org

121621 121621



LIFE & ENTERTAINMENT
2C DEAR ABBY |  3C MOMBEAU’S TABLE  |  8C MOVIE JUNKIE MARK   |  9-10C COMICS & PUZZLES 

SECTION C ◆ GROSSE POINTE NEWS ◆ DECEMBER 16, 2021

20542 Harper
(Lennon and Harper)

(313) 884-1551
www.gpaas.org

GROSSE POINTE ANIMAL ADOPTION SOCIETY

EASY TO DONATE TO GPAAS
Amazon.smile!

Kroger Community Rewards
www.gpaas.org (donate/wishlist) 

gp g

MeetMeet 
DisneyDisney 

Kittens 

Oodles of Cute Cuddly Ki ttens!Oodles of Cute Cuddly Ki ttens!

Female, Dachshund Spaniel mix,Female, Dachshund Spaniel mix,
2 years old. Sweet little lady! 2 years old. Sweet little lady! 

All Our animals
available for adoption 

at gpaas.org

ManyMany
older kittensolder kittens
looking forlooking for

their forevertheir forever
families!families!

SERVING THE POINTES 
FOR 30 YEARS

12
16
21

Specializing 
in Breed

Specifi c Cuts
Grooming for
Dogs & Cats

20947 Mack Avenue • Grosse Pointe Woods
CALL FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT

313.882.8939

Over the decades, 
Grosse Pointe Park art-
ist Jack Frakes has 
developed a loyal fol-
lowing for his silk-
screened Christmas 
cards featuring whimsi-
cal animals and pithy 
sayings. So many people 
on his mail list wanted 
to share his work with 
their family and friends 
that a few years ago he 
published a book illus-
trated with his cards. 
“Carol of the Animals” 
was a sellout.

Now the popular card 
maker has a holiday 
message he hopes 
reaches beyond his per-
sonal mail list. During 
the spring and summer, 
he worked on an 8-by-
4-foot mosaic. Bridget 
Clark, a Grosse Pointe 
South High School 
a l u m n a  n o w  a t 
Marquette University in 
Milwaukee, helped him 
make and glaze the 400 
tiles.

In the fall, Neal Gross, 
Mike Heenan and 
Frakes’s son, Eric, 
helped with mortaring 
and grouting. Jerome 
Patryjak, a retired exhi-

bition designer, added 
his expertise. A couple 
of weeks ago, Ilya 
Snyder, with a crew of 
three others, moved the 
mosaic from Frakes’s 
backyard studio to the 
side of Snyder’s build-
ing at the southeast cor-
ner of the Alter-Kercheval 
intersection. It joins 
other murals in a public 
art project the Grosse 
P o i n t e  A r t i s t s 
A s s o c i a t i o n  c a l l s 
AlterCrossing.

“Public art can be 
much more than a way 
to beautify a place,” said 
Amira Hanafi , an artist 
on a University of 
Michigan team research-
ing the effects of proj-
ects like AlterCrossing. 
“It can start conversa-
tions.”

“Having previously 
served with Jack on the 
board of the Grosse 
P o i n t e  A r t i s t s 
Association, it is heart-
warming to see his work 
positively impact so 
many in a public space, 
in our wonderfully 
diverse town of Grosse 
Pointe Park,” said Vikas 
Relan, Grosse Pointe 

Park councilman and 
chairman of the ad-hoc 
Diversity and Inclusion 
Committee.

Artist sends his biggest Christmas card yet

Q: Our daughter and 
her fiancé are flying 
home from California 
to spend Christmas and 
New Year’s with us. 
We’re planning a spe-
cial Christmas Eve 
party for them. When 
sharing our plans, our 
daughter advised us she 
and her fiancé are 
“sober curious.” I had 
no idea what she meant. 
She explained that 
they’ve decided not to 
mindlessly follow the 
drinking culture. They 
fi nd it preferable to live 
sober.

We want to honor her 
lifestyle choice with a 
tasty nonalcoholic bev-
erage. In past years, 
you’ve published some 
great nonalcoholic 
drink recipes. We’re 
hoping you do the same 
this year. 

A: We support offering 
creative and festive non-
alcoholic drinks as an 
alternative for all your 

guests. When it comes to 
alcohol, many people 
have made the decision 
to drink lightly or not at 
all.

Here is our favorite 
recipe for this year’s 
holiday celebrations. We 
love the idea of bringing 
back the punch bowl for 
entertaining.

Punch Bowl 
Christmas Delight

2 packages cherry or 
strawberry jello (3 oz.)

6 cups boiling water
1 ½ cup sugar
46 oz. can of pineapple 

juice
1 qt. orange juice (not 

from concentrated)
2/3 cup fresh squeezed 

lemon juice
2 (2 liter) bottles of 

Vernor’s ginger soda
fresh mint (optional)

Mix jello and sugar in 
boiling water, stirring 
until completely dis-

solved.
Add the three juices 

and stir.
Freeze the mixture 

overnight, halved in two 
containers. 

When ready to make 
the punch, empty one 
container of frozen mix-
ture in the punch bowl. 

Add a 2-liter bottle of 
Vernor’s ginger soda 
and stir until the mix-
ture turns to slush.

Garnish with fresh 
sprigs of mint (optional)

To refi ll the bowl, use 
the second container of 
frozen mixture and bot-
tle of Vernor’s.

Jeff and Debra Jay 
have been helping fami-
lies overcome addiction 
more than 30 years. 
Their best-selling book, 
“Love First,” is a stan-
dard in the recovery 
field. The Jays live in 
Grosse Pointe Farms and 
their website is lovefi rst.
net.

Give guests options 
with nonalcoholic punch

A S K  J E F F  A N D  D E B R A

COURTESY PHOTOS

The installed mural at Kercheval and Alter.

Jack Frakes and Bridget Clark worked together on the mural.

Frakes’s 
“The Carol 
of the 
Animals.”
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DEAR ABBY: My two 
daughters  are  not 
speaking to each other. 
“Amy,” the older, claims 
her sister started it.

“Lisa,” the younger, 
claims Amy took Lisa’s 
son out to dinner and 
never told her. (This 
happened while he was 
living with me -- another 
long story.) 

Amy has had us at her 
house for Christmas for 
the past seven years. 
Lisa wants to have 
Christmas at her home 
this year. She told her 
aunt that if I don’t go 

there for Christmas, 
she will never speak to 
me again. I have tried 
hard to get Amy to 
make up with Lisa. I 
think Lisa wants things 
to go back to the way 
t h e y  w e r e .  ( A m y 
doesn’t know what her 
sister said to their 
aunt.) 

It feels to me like 
Lisa is asking me to 
pick which daughter I 
love more. How can I 
handle this without 
losing a daughter? -- 
IN THE MIDDLE IN 
MASSACHUSETTS

DEAR IN THE MIDDLE:
Handle this by telling 
Amy that because you 
h a v e  c e l e b r a t e d 
Christmas at her home 
for the last seven years, 
you will be spending this 
one with Lisa.

And if she gives you an 
argument, tell her that 
from now on you will be 
alternating celebrations 
with her sister because 
you do not want to be 
forced into the position 
of having to choose one 
daughter over the other.

DEAR ABBY: I am a 

6 8 - y e a r - o l d  m a n , 
married for 45 years. 
I have cheated on my 
w i f e  f o r  m o s t  o f 
t h e m .  A m  I  s o r r y 
about it? No.

My wife shut me out 
of  her l i fe  25 years 
ago. She has her bed-
r o o m ,  a n d  I  h a v e 
mine. Why did I stay 
w i t h  h e r ?  We  h a d 
adopted two babies 
30 years ago,  and I 
wanted to give them 
an educat ion and a 
good  s ta r t  in  l i f e , 
which is what we did.

How do I treat her? I 

treat her well, I think. 
I help her with the 
housework, keep our 
home in good condi-
tion inside and out, 
and she has her own 
car. I take her out for 
dinner once a week 
and we go dancing 
every Saturday night 
at the club.

I ’ m  a  m o d e r a t e 
d r i n k e r  a n d  n o n -
smoker.  I  bathe four 
or five times a week. 
S o,  t e l l  m e ,  A b b y. 
W h a t ’ s  W R O N G 
w i t h  m e ?  I f  y o u 
dec ide  to  pr in t  my 
l e t t e r,  p e r h a p s  I ’ l l 
h a v e  a n  a n s w e r. 
T h a n k s ,  A b b y.  I 
en joy  your  co lumn 
very much. 

P.S. Would I cheat on 
my wife if the oppor-
tunity presented itself 
in the future? Darned 
right I would! -- NO 
REGRETS 

D E A R  N O 
REGRETS: If you are 
ask ing  me  what ’ s 

wrong with you for 
staying in your mar-
r i a g e ,  m y  a n s w e r 
would be that you did 
it for three decades for 
the sake of your chil-
dren. I would add that 
since they are now all 
adults, it may be that 
y o u  e v e n t u a l l y 
adjusted to the lack of 
int imacy with your 
wife, so you substi-
tuted women who were 
available.

However, if you are 
asking me why your 
wife shut you out of 
her life 25 years ago, 
the only person who 
can answer that ques-
tion is her. It may not 
be too late to ask.

Dear Abby is written 
by Abigail Van Buren, 
also known as Jeanne 
P h i l l i p s ,  a n d  w a s 
founded by her mother, 
P a u l i n e  P h i l l i p s . 
Contact Dear Abby at 
www.DearAbby.com or 
P.O. Box 69440, Los 
Angeles, CA 90069.

Sisters’ quarrel puts mother in a tough spot
Dear Abby

by Abigail Van Buren

I’m a 29-year-old guy with 
a “keep it casual” relation-
ship history, but I can’t stop 
thinking about this new 
girl at work. Beyond not 
wanting her to date anyone 
else, I don’t want someone 
to hurt her or make her 
sad. No other woman has 
ever made me feel this way. 
How do I know whether 
this is lust or the begin-
nings of falling in love? 

— Confused 

It’s easy to believe you’re 
“in love” when you’re really 
just in lust. To be fair, lust is 
a form of love...if you 
broaden the fi eld to stuff 
like “I love, love, LOVE 
your body in that inappro-
priately tight sweater.”  

In other words, lust is 
animal attraction, so the 
“inner beauty” that’s ele-
mental to loving somebody 
is immaterial.  

Complicating the detan-
gling of “love or lust?” is 
another important ques-
tion: “Love or infatuation?” 
Falling in love is not love. 
It’s infatuation -- an intense, 

usually lust-fueled obses-
sion with our idea of who a 
person is: a projection of 
our hopes and romantic 
fantasies that often has lit-
tle relationship to who they 
really are.

That said,  the sheer 
strength and intoxicat-
ing nature of infatua-
tion -- like being blind 
d r u n k  o n  r o m a n t i c 
possibi l i ty  instead of 
Jim Beam -- often leads 
to premature feel ings 
of  “ We’re  perfect  for 
each other!” 

People tend to believe
the more they learn about a 
new person they’re into, the 
more into them they’ll be -- 
a la “to know them is to 
love them.” However, psy-
chologist Michael I. Norton 
fi nds that when we have the 
hots for someone we barely 
know, we’re prone to read 
ambiguity -- foggy, partial 
information about them -- 
as signs the person is like 
us. These (perceived!) simi-
larities amp up our “liking” 
for them -- at fi rst. 

However, as time goes by, 

we can’t help but notice all 
the dissimilarities poking 
up, which leads us to like 
them less and less -- a la 
“To know them is to loathe 
them.” In other words, 
rushing into a relationship 
of any permanence is the 
stuff dreams are made of -- 
if you’ve always dreamed 
of being financially and 
emotionally incinerated in 
a grotesquely ugly divorce. 

“Buyer beware” in love is 
best exercised in two ways: 
The fi rst is “buyer be seri-
ously slow.” Consider put-
ting the person you’re 
dating on secret probation 
for a year (or more). This 
will give you time to not 
just see the best in them but 
give it much-needed com-
pany: glimpses of the worst. 

Second, explore whether 
your compatibility with a 
person is surface -- “I love 
sushi! She loves sushi!” -- 
or sustainably deep. The 
ideal tool for assessing this 
is the best defi nition of love 
I’ve ever read, and by 
“best,” I mean the most 
practically useful. It’s by 

Ayn Rand. (And no, I’m not 
one of the glassy-eyed wor-
shippers of everything she 
ever said or wrote, but she 
nailed it on this.) 

“Love is a response to 
values,” writes Rand. “It is 
with a person’s sense of life 
that one falls in love -- with 
that essential sum, that fun-
damental stand or way of 
facing existence, which is 
the essence of a personal-
ity. One falls in love with 
the embodiment of the val-
ues that formed a person’s 
character, which are 
refl ected in his widest goals 
or smallest gestures. ... It is 
one’s own sense of life that 
acts as the selector,” identi-

fying one’s own core values 
in the other person. 

Using this “values model” 
to determine compatibility 
requires some preliminary 
work: figuring out your 
own values, meaning the 
principles you care most 
about -- the guiding stan-
dards for the sort of person 
you want to be. If you’re in 
the “gotta get started on 
that” stage, recognizing 
what isn’t love -- those love 
fakers, lust and infatuation 
-- should help you avoid slid-
ing into the committed rela-
tionship nightmare zone. 

Ultimately, love is nauti-
cal: It’s both the ship that 
launched a thousand 

sappy cliches and, more 
vitally, a lifeboat.

In lifeboat form, it gets 
romantic partners through 
the worst of times, major 
and, um, somewhat less 
major -- like when your bae 
spends your entire date 
night searching Hulu for a 
movie to watch.

Got a problem? Write 
Amy Alkon, 171 Pier Ave, 
#280, Santa Monica, CA  
9 0 4 0 5 ,  o r  e - m a i l
AdviceAmy@aol.com. @
amyalkon on Twitter. 
Weekly podcast: blog-
talkradio.com/amyalkon.

(c)2021, Amy Alkon, 
all rights reserved.

The Science Advice Goddess
by Amy Alkon

Head over heels

Well, it’s that time of 
year again. Time to break 
out the ugly Christmas 
s w e a t e r s ! 
Unfortunately for 
me,  my ugly 
Christmas sweat-
ers are not just the 
lit-up novelty type. 
I have acquired a 
pile of former 
favorites that got 
all  pilled and 
unwearable over 
t i m e .  I  j u s t 
couldn’t bear to 
part with them — 
I’ve been waiting 
for a miracle I 
guess. So when I saw a 
Facebook ad for the 

“Portable Lint Remover,” 
as the saying goes, I had 
to try it.

First of all, it took 
about a month to arrive. I 

actually nearly forgot I 
ordered it and when it 
arrived, I had to scroll 

back in my PayPal 
t ransact ions  to 
remember what the 
heck I bought. I left 
it in the package 
for a few weeks at 
my house, unin-
spired at the pros-
pect of de-linting 
and  de -p i l l ing . 
However, the influx 
of invitations to 
office parties and 
friend lunches left 
me wishing I could 
revive some old 

favorite clothing items.
Once I got started, I 

couldn’t stop! Dog hair? 
Th i s  works .  Cheap 
sweater jacket? Yep, it 
works. Sherpa fleece 
b l a n k e t  y o u r  k i d s 
dragged outside through 
a leaf pile in the height of 
fall? It works! Sweatpants 
that pilled where the legs 
swish together? Works 
for that too!

It’s such a simple tool 
that I’m embarrassed I 
spent too much — $20. 
They are available on 
Amazon for about $10. It 
takes some work on the 
really intensely pilled 
items.

And if you really want 
to bring back a special 

item of clothing,
a dry cleaner can
do a fabulous job,
as well as clean
it, and it comes
back in that 
fancy  and 
sa t i s fy ing 
bag pressed 
and hung 
per fec t ly. 

But If you 
just have a 
bunch of 
items sitting 
around 
waiting for 
a second chance,
this is it!

We give it 4.5
alligators.  

We Tried It! by Anna Lizer

Appliance

Company’s coming.
Keep the Riesling at the ready.
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Christmas morning 
always needs a break-
fast casserole. This one 
is  made the night 
before, set in the fridge 
and cooked once you 
wake and begin to start 
opening presents.

The little work you 
have to do is roast roma 
tomatoes until they are 
carmelized and brown 
the night before.

A quick saute of the 
prosciutto and spinach 
finishes your work and 
is all thrown together in 
a pan overnight.

The flavor of the 
tomatoes make it a fes-
tive breakfast that you 

were waiting for all 
year long. Salty pro-
sciutto, spinach and 
creamy fontina give 
y o u  t h a t  p e r f e c t 
Chris tmas morning 
comfort food that I 
know you deserve. Take 
a chance on this deca-
dent start to your day.

Breakfast Strata

5 roma tomatoes 
quartered

2 sprigs of fresh 
thyme

8 cups torn or cut rus-

tic Italian bread loaf

10 eggs

2 cups whole milk

8 slices prosciutto

4 cups of t ightly 
packed fresh spinach 

8 oz grated fontina

1 tsp each of salt and 
pepper

3 tbsp ol ive  oi l , 
divided

Preheat your oven to 

350. Add the quartered 
tomatoes, sprigs of 
thyme, 2 tbsp olive oil 
and salt and pepper to 
a sheet pan and cook 
until roasted for 45 
minutes. Meanwhile, 
cut the prosciutto into 
small bits and saute in 
a pan with 1 tbsp olive 
oil. Cook for about 2 
minutes, or until crispy 
and then add the spin-
ach. Cook for about 
another minute or until 
the spinach is slightly 
wilted. Set aside and let 
cool. Once the toma-
toes are out of the oven, 
start working on the 
bread custard. In a 

large bowl add eggs 
and milk. Then mix 
well.  Next add the 
bread. Pour into a 
greased 9x13 baking 
dish. I used the beauti-
ful Toulouse rectangu-
lar baker from Pillivuyt. 
I found it at Atelier in 
the Village.

Gently mix in the 
f o n t i n a ,  t o m a t o e s , 
spinach and prosciutto. 

Let sit in your fridge 
overnight covered with 
aluminum foil.

The next morning, 
preheat the oven to 350 
degrees and cook cov-
ered for 30 minutes. 
Uncover and cook for 
another 30 minutes 
until puffed and bub-
bling. The end result is 
festive and decadent. 
Happy holidays!

Courtesy of Mombeau’s Table
Christmas breakfast strata 

PHOTO COURTESY OF EMILY MUCHERIE

Happy Hour Tuesday through Friday 3PM - 5PM
LUNCH Tuesday - Friday 11:30AM - 3:00PM

CALL FOR SHOW TIMES AND RESERVATIONS

(313) 882-5299 
97 KERCHEVAL, GROSSE POINTE FARMS, MI 48236

DIRTYDOGJAZZ.COM

Open for Lunch
Tue. - Fri. 11:30 - 3PM

RESERVATIONS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED
Upscale Dining & Jazz Favorites! 

121621

-TUESDAYS-
1 SEATING: 6:00PM-8:00PM (Ron English plays from 6:30PM-8:00PM)

-WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY-
1SEATING: 6:00PM-8:30PM (Performer plays from 7:00PM-8:30PM)

-FRIDAY & SATURDAY- 2 Seatings each night
1st SEATING: 6:00PM-8:00PM (Performer plays from 6:30PM-7:30PM)

2nd SEATING: 8:30PM-10:30PM (Performer plays from 9:00PM-10:00PM

JEFF CANADYJEFF CANADY
JAZZ DRUMMER

December 15 through
December 18

BEST
BEST

of the

20        21

MICHAEL ZAPORSKIMICHAEL ZAPORSKI
JAZZ ENSEMBLE

December 22 through
December 24

DAVE MDAVE MccMURRAYMURRAY
JAZZ SAXOPHONIST

December 29 through
December 31

RALPHE ARMSTRONGRALPHE ARMSTRONG
JAZZ BASS, VIOLIN, ELECTRIC GUITAR

January 12 through
January 15

One reason Italians 
developed dozens of types 
of pasta was an apprecia-
t ion for diversity. 
Americans, by and large, 
love spaghetti and little 
else, but visit Italy and 
you’ll fi nd many different 
kinds of pasta because 
there are different kinds of 
sauces that seem to go 
best with each one.

Real wine lovers also 
love diversity, which is one 
reason we are beginning 
to hear of Glera, Bastardo, 
Favorita, Lagrein, and 
Blaufrankisch and dozens 
more. Each makes a dif-
ferent kind of wine, and 
although many are rela-
tively obscure, they do 
have their supporters.

If you are getting a lit-

tle tired of the same old 
wine aromas and fl avors, 
these obscure varieties 
are worth seeking out if 
only because they offer 
fascinating new experi-
ences that simply cannot 
be found in today’s char-
donnays or cabernets.

Those who branch out 
and seek obscure grape 
varieties generally are peo-
ple trying to avoid the com-
monplace. They’re willing 
to diverge from traditional 
fl avors.

I began discovering 
these wines about 40 years 
ago. Shortly after, I wrote a 
column in which I 
described them as “orphan 
wines.”

Before discovering them, 
I had been smitten by non-

mainstream wines such as 
dry rose, dry riesling, 
chenin blanc, pinot blanc, 
Gewurztraminer and semi-
llon. Today, alternatives are 
popping up everywhere.

Lagrein grapes, from 
Italy, make dark red wine 
with unusual spice ele-
ments. Pinotage, a grape 
native to South Africa, is 
rarely seen in the U.S., 
but it’s growing. Tannat, 
a dark, tannic red wine 
from central France, also 
is made here in tiny 
amounts. St. Laurent is a 
light, elegant, blueberry-
scented red made by 
fewer than fi ve wineries 
in California. 

What captivates me 
about these wines, and 
many others, is their dis-
tinctiveness. And orphan 
wines need to be 
adopted. But that calls 
for adopters willing to 
seek them out, which 
calls for shopping pri-
marily in fine wine 
stores. Quests to find 
orphan wines in tradi-
tional supermarkets are 
likely to be futile.

Once you’ve crossed 
off your list the approx-
imately 20 common-

place varietals, there 
are a huge number of 
orphans out there, but 
they reside mainly in 
fi ne wine stores. 

Take semil lon,  a 
lower-alcohol dry white 
wine, that frequently 
smells a little bit like 
lanolin.

Or try dry riesling. In 
California, the best each 
year are from Trefethen, 
Stony Hill, Navarro and 
Smith-Madrone.

Pinot blanc, a sort of 
cousin to chardonnay, 
can be superb, especially 
from Mendocino County, 
California, and Oregon.

Ve r m e n t i n o ,  a 
respected Italian white 
wine grape variety, also is 
planted in small amounts 
in California. A handful 
of domestic wineries pro-
duce excellent versions.

An entire book could 
be written about the 
emerging orphan wine 
grapes that we’re begin-

ning to see throughout 
the country. Included are 
such East Coast and 
Midwest favorites as 
Norton, Brianna, Noiret, 
C h a r d o n e l ,  P e t i t 
Manseng, Zweigelt, 
Vignoles, Seyval and 
Pecorino (not the cheese).

Many of  today ’s 
younger wine consumers 
tell researchers they’re 
adventuresome, willing 
to try different aromas 
and fl avors in their bev-
erages. They’re the ones 
who are fueling the inter-
est in alternative bever-
ages of all sorts.

And they are also the 
ones most likely to 
appreciate wines that, 
decades ago, were seen 
as outliers. Today, risk-
taking wine lovers might 
benefi t from trying some 
of these orphan variet-
ies. They might be sur-
prised at how fascinating 
they can be!

Wine of the Week: 

2020 Pine Ridge Chenin 
B l a n c - V i o g n i e r , 
California ($16) -- These 
two less-than-common 
grape varieties have 
combined for several 
years to make this 
delightful light, elegant, 
fruit-laden white wine an 
absolute treat.

The former grape 
(80%) provides lemon-
grass, fresh figs and a 
trace of melon; the latter 
grape adds in fl oral aro-
matics and a richness in 
the mid-palate. A delight-
ful patio sipper or accom-
paniment to appetizers, 
or serve it with slightly 
sweet seafood dishes. 
Often found discounted.

To fi nd out more about 
Dan Berger and read fea-
tures by other Creators 
Syndicate writers and 
cartoonists, visit the 
Creators Syndicate web-
page at www.creators.
com.

Orphan varieties

Dear Ann Landers:
Here’s a comment on your 
Gem of the Day, “People 
who live in glass houses 
may as well answer the 
doorbell. Callers know 
you’re there.”

My parents, who were 
Dutch, owned a summer 
cottage on the seashore. 
The Dutch are very family 
oriented, especially when 
one of them owns a cot-
tage on the seashore, and 
my parents were tired of 
uninvited drop-ins. 

One Sunday, when they 
saw a carload of people 
arriving, they ducked 
behind the sofa and didn’t 
answer the door. The visi-
tors, thinking no one was 
home, decided to have a 
picnic on the lawn. Since 
the cottage had many win-
dows, my parents spent 
the entire day crouched 
behind the sofa. -- 
Arlington, Va.

Dear Arlington: Serves 
‘em right. People who 
don’t have the guts to pro-
tect their privacy deserve 
what they get. They should 
have said, “Sorry, we have 
plans for today. Next time 
you want to visit, phone, 
and we’ll make a date.”

Dear Ann Landers: Two 
years ago, I hired an attor-
ney to represent me in a 
legal matter. He told me it 
would cost $3,000. I gave 
him $1,000, and we agreed 
that I would make monthly 
payments of $100 until it 
was all paid off.

Imagine my surprise 
when, after my case was 
over, I received a bill for 

$6,795. When I called the 
attorney and asked about 
the statement, all he said 
was, “Well, that is what it 
costs.” According to him, I 
still owe him $3,500.

I realize it was stupid of 
me not to have a signed 
contract specifying what 
the bill would be. Is there 
anything I can do, or must 
I pay the entire fee? What 
should I do? -- Legally 
Entangled

Dear Entangled: If this 
attorney agreed to charge 
you $3,000 and did not 
incur any extraordinary 
expenses during the pro-
ceedings, you may have a 

case. Contact the state bar 
association or the state 
disciplinary commission, 
and ask them to look into 
this matter for you. It will 
cost you nothing to report 
it. Good luck -- and next 
time, be sure to get agree-
ments in writing, even 
when you are dealing with 
attorneys.

COPYRIGHT 2021 
CREATORS.COM

Classic
Ann Landers

17133 Kercheval Avenue
313-264-1996
ateliergp.com

the Registry
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Best
BURGERS IN TOWN!BURGERS IN TOWN!

or check us out onor check us out on
Doordash, Grubhub Doordash, Grubhub 

and UberEatsand UberEats

CALL for CARRY-OUTCALL for CARRY-OUT  313-881-5675313-881-5675
18666 Mack Avenue

Grosse Pointe Farms
313-881-5675

Thank You
Frontline 
Heroes!

121621

SEE 
MENU

MONDAY
NIGHT

FOOTBALL
SPECIALS!

TRY OUR
NEW
CRISPY

CHICKEN
SANDWICH!

yKennedy’s

EST. 
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For many Grosse Pointers, half the fun of entertaining is enjoying themed tableware and 
decor. Lucky for us, there are plenty of local shops just brimming with everything needed 
to throw a splendid dinner party that captures all the joy of the season. As far as style goes, 
anything goes! Traditional looks are always in fashion, like the setting above from Atelier. 
Beautiful Bernardaud Constance china is a great choice for any holiday. Here we’ve added a 
plaid tablecloth and ornaments to give it Christmas charm.

The League Shop has fun and festive hostess gifts available to pick up and keep on hand. The 
nonbreakable wine glasses, napkins and spreaders shown (at left) are just a few of many treasures 

to be found. Bonus: They will gift wrap your selections free of charge! Peruse our ideas for more 
inspiration on table settings, drinks, decor and games from The League Shop and other local gems.

Festive entertaining: From heirloom 
china to whimsical paper plates, 
there’s no wrong way to holiday!

HALLS
D
E
C
K

the

Small Favors has so many amazing things that would make a great hostess gift. Try an adorable ornament 
(above left) that will remind them of you for years to come. Or one of their delicious cocktail mixers with a 
bottle of their favorite spirits (above center) is sure to please. Taylor Reese has beautiful aromatic candles 
(above right) in holiday themed shapes with delicious scents like warm country pear or cinnamon and 
clove. A gift card to Taylor Reese’s spa and boutique would make your hostess happy –– and ensure you’ll 
be invited back next time!

Below, Caspari napkins and plates from The 
League Shop set the tone for a lovely soiree, 
with no need to wash dishes! These high-quality 
paper goods come in so many pretty styles and 
colors, the hardest part will be choosing which 
ones to pick.

PHOTOS BY ANNE GRYZENIA AND JILL CAVANAUGH
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Small Favors has fun games for young and old. And they are as adorable as they are fun!  Check out the Snowman Beanbag Toss (A), Snowman Bowling (B) and Frosty 
Fling (C) to keep the family engaged throughout the day. Nothing brings a group together like a fun and easy-to-play game

WHAT TO DO:

Setting a table really sets the tone for your gathering.  Whether 
you choose fancy or fun, classic or modern, there are no rules and 
this is where you can let your personality shine. From left, all of 
these adorable Caspari paper plates and napkins in the first two 
photos are from The League Shop. They have so many different 
patterns that you can mix and match with items you already own 
to make a beautiful table –– whether it’s for the kiddie table or for 
the grown ups! 

Above, gold Herend china from The League Shop gets coordinated 
with  placemats and napkins (at left) from The League Shop. This 
is heirloom quality that will be cherished for generations to come. 
Consider giving a meaningful gift that will last, by gifting a beautiful 
place setting each year. Above right, dress up your favorite china with 
a few key items from The League Shop that take it to a whole new 
level. Try pretty napkin holders or a holiday tea towel.  It’s amazing 
how a few new things can bring new life to your old favorites.

WHAT TO SET:

Atelier
17133 Kercheval in The Village
ateliergp.com • 313-264-1996
Instagram: @ateliergp 

JHouse Juice
375 Fisher Rd near South
jhousejuice.com • 313-571-3423
Instagram: @jhousejuice 

eague Shop 
72 Kercheval on The Hill
theleagueshop.com • 313-882-6880
Instagram: @theleagueshopgp

Taylor Reese
84 Kercheval on The Hill
taylorreeseshop.com • 313-571-3323
Instagram: @taylorreeseshop 

Small Favors
17112 Kercheval Ave in The Village
shopsmallfavors.com • 313-887-1774
Instagram: @smallfavorsgp

WHERE TO SHOP:

Delicious wine (above left) and spirits from Village Wine Shop make the party go ‘round. They’ll offer expert advice on 
what to serve your crowd. Ask about their wine club for an amazing opportunity to get six  bottles of wine a month to try, 
as well as 10% off other purchases in store. JHouse Juice provides healthy cold-pressed juice cocktail mixers for next level 
cocktails. Mixed with your favorite spirit, sparkling wine, or seltzer and you’ve just created a signature drink! Juices can 
be purchased in 12 oz bottles ($9) or 32 oz ($24) quart jars. Check out some of the festive cocktail possibilities...

WHAT TO DRINK:

Apple Spice Cocktail

What could be better than apple and 
cinnamon? Cold-pressed apple, ginger, 
and lemon juices combine with a sprinkle 
of cinnamon in the Apple Spice juice for a 
winter warmer that is sure to make spirits 
bright. Mix with rum or whiskey and 
garnish with apple slices and cinnamon 
sticks for a warm and fuzzy cocktail.

Skinny Jeans Margarita

Freshly pressed pineapple, cucumber, and 
jalapeno juices mingle for a spicy sweet 
taste in the Skinny Jeans juice blend. Try 
with tequila for the funkiest margarita 
you’ve ever had.

Ginger & Mary Ann Spritzer

Made with grapefruit, pineapple, and 
ginger juice, the Ginger & Mary Ann 
juice is bittersweet with a zesty ginger 
finish. Delicious with champagne or 
prosecco for a delightful spritzer.

Or you can try with vodka for a festive 
twist on a Moscow Mule. 

Flowers always make the decor even 
more beautiful. Have fun selecting 
seasonal cut flowers from your fave 
florist, bundle in several  cute vases 
from your own collection, and tie with 
ribbon to match your party theme. 
Or save time and treat yourself to a 
lovely centerpiece creation from a 
local Grosse Pointe flower shop like 
Conner Park Florist. You’re worth it!

WHAT TO ARRANGE:

Styling by Anne Gryzenia 

A B C

By Anne Gryzenia and Donna Zetterlund
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Find 10 Differences

Help  Santa  fi nd  his  lost  reindeer

Sudoku  for  kids

Santa’s  Puzzle  Page

,

Oh what fun it is to dress for the holidays! With 
so many parties, work celebrations, nights out with 
friends, or just hanging with family by the fireplace, 
one holiday outfit just doesn’t cut it. Check out these 
options that also make sweet gift ideas for mom, sis, 
daughter or BFF. 

  Glitter & Scotch, one of Grosse Pointe’s newer 
additions, offers some wonderful options. They strive 
to bring unique fashion to the community with an ever-
changing inventory of fashionable finds. 

Among the pretty possibilities for this year’s holiday 
dressing are green and red sequined tops that go with 
everything. These beautiful tops could just as easily be 

worn with jeans as they could with a more formal pair 
of black pants or a skirt. Comfortable and definitely 
glam, these tops are the #1 ‘must-have’ for  your party 
wardrobe. 

For more casual outings or running around town for 
last-minute party supplies, the shop has a sweet  gold 
bow design sweatshirt/sweatpants set from Wildfox. 
It’s the ultimate in holiday lounge wear ––  and an ideal 
gift. Change it up to wear the top with a pair of jeans or 
leggings for more versatility. 

Glitter & Scotch has nighttime covered too with ultra 
cozy leopard print slippers. They’re a luxurious treat 
after wearing heels all day. For sleep, they’ve got  super 
soft Toss PJs with a fun champagne theme. Perfect for 
when the party’s over or for a NYE pajama party with 
the girls. 

Glitter & Scotch is located in the Village.

Glitter & Scotch has party-ready looks like these 
sweet jewel-tone sequined tops for dancing the 
night away. At left, a deep green tiered, short-
sleeved top with ruffled edges is a feminine but 
sparkly look for celebrating the season. Above, 
this ruby red cami can be worn alone or under 
a jacket for a pop of Christmas color.

Holiday wear that 
shines day or night

Emerald ruffles Yule jewel

Festive looks to take you from 
dance floor to slumber party

Where to buy: Glitter & Scotch • 16906 Kercheval Ave. in the Village 
shopglitterandscotch.com • 313-571-3607 

Instagram: @shopglitterandscotch
PHOTOS BY ANNE GRYZENIA

Wrap it up!
Above, a gold ribbon design wraps 
around this soft ivory sweatshirt 
lounge set.

Champagne dreams
 Above, soft and comfortable, this pajama 
set sports a cute champagne bottle print 
and hot pink piping.

At left, fuzzy leopard print slippers. 

‘Feline’ cozy
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Emilia Forkin colors in an ornament that says 
“Merry Christmas” in different colors.

Lucas Schipper wrote his list for Santa and put 
things on it like the Millennium Falcon and a LEGO 
set, but what really impressed Santa was that 
Schipper also included a wish: health for his family. 
Santa said he loves it when kids think of other peo-
ple and show kindness.

Brady and Blake Matouk get a cookie from Santa while their sister, Dylan, sits 
quietly watching on Santa’s lap.

Mrs. Claus and Santa 
couldn’t believe how
little this newest elf
was: 4-month-old
Callan Florek.

Sara Runk holds up 
her letter to Santa and 
her sister, Anna Runk, 
holds up the stocking 
ornament she colored.

The Ford House hosted its fi rst day of Cookies with 
Santa on Dec. 4. When families checked in, they 
were invited to write a list or letter to Santa and col-
or an ornament. Mrs. Claus joined Santa this year 
spending time with each child, asking them about 
their lists, taking photos with them and handing out 
cookies and candy canes.

Cookies
with Santa 

Solutions for  puzzles  from  page  6 

 THURSDAY DECEMBER 16 
 » Gingerbread House 
Take-Home Kit
9 a.m.-9 p.m. Central Library, 
Grosse Pointe.  

 » Grosse Pointe Theatre 
presents It's a Wonderful 
Life - The Radio Show
2 p.m. Charles A. Parcells Middle 
School Auditorium, 20600 Mack 
Ave., At Vernier Rd, Grosse Pointe 
Woods.  

 » Hot Mulligan
6 p.m. Saint Andrew's Hall, 431 E 
Congress St, Detroit.  

 » Impractical Jokers - The 
Scoopski Potatoes Tour
7:30 p.m. Little Caesars Arena, 
2645 Woodward, Detroit.  

 » Jeff Canady at Dirty Dog 
Jazz Cafe
6-8:30 p.m. Dirty Dog Jazz Cafe, 
97 Kercheval, Grosse Pointe.  

 » Jersey Boys
8 p.m. Music Hall Center, 350 
Madison, Detroit.  

 » Micheal Feinberg
7:30-11 p.m. Cliff Bell's, 2030 Park 
Ave, Detroit.  

 » Nonfiction Book Club
7-8 p.m. Offsite, Grosse Pointe. 
grossepointelibrary.org  

 » Starry Lights
5-9 p.m. Ford House, 1100 Lake 
Shore Road, Grosse Pointe 
Shores.  

 » truTV Impractical Jokers
7:30 p.m. Little Caesars Arena, 
2645 Woodward, Detroit.  

FRIDAY DECEMBER 17 
 » 97.9 WJLB Big Holiday Show
7 p.m. Little Caesars Arena, 2645 
Woodward, Detroit.  

 » ‘Champagne Trip' Tour 
Feat. Champagne Drip
10:30 p.m. Magic Stick, 4120 
Woodward Ave, Detroit.  

 » Darcy Moran
7 p.m. DIME, 1265 Griswold St, 
Detroit.  

 » Digital Marketing 
Strategies For Small 
Businesses
10 a.m.-2 p.m. MotorCity Casino 
Hotel, 9009 SE Adams St #1911, 
Detroit.  

 » The Isley Brothers and 
Gladys Knight
8 p.m. Fox Theatre, 2211 
Woodward Ave, Detroit.  

 » Linda Lee St. Jude Warrior 
Benefit Concert featuring 
Frankie Ballard 
7 p.m. Saint Andrew's Hall, 431 E 
Congress St, Detroit.  

 » Parks & Pints Happy Hour 
at Winter at Valade
5-7 p.m. Robert C. Valade Park
2670 Atwater Street
Detroit, MI 48207

 » Smith & Myers
7 p.m. The Fillmore Detroit, 2115 
Woodward Ave, Detroit.  

 » WJLB Big Holiday Show
7 p.m. Little Caesars Arena, 2645 
Woodward, Detroit.  

 » Starry Lights
5-9 p.m. Ford House, 1100 Lake 
Shore Road, Grosse Pointe Shores.

SATURDAY DECEMBER 18 
 » Detroit Pistons vs. 
Houston Rockets
12 p.m. Little Caesars Arena, 
2645 Woodward, Detroit.  

 » Detroit Red Wings vs. 
New Jersey Devils
7 p.m. Little Caesars Arena, 2645 
Woodward, Detroit.  

 » The House
Ford House, 1100 Lake Shore 
Road, Grosse Pointe Shores.  

 » Indoor Snowball Fights 
and Indoor Prize 
Fishing
12 p.m. Outdoor Adventure 
Center, 1801 Atwater St, Detroit.  

 » Mannheim Steamroller 
Christmas by Chip Davis 
8 p.m. Fox Theatre, 2211 
Woodward Ave, Detroit.  

 » Our Lady Peace -  
Stop Making Stupid 
People Famous Tour
7 p.m. Saint Andrew's Hall, 431 E 
Congress St, Detroit.  

 » Samara Joy
7:30-11:30 p.m. Cliff Bell's, 2030 
Park Ave, Detroit.  

 » Santa's Workshop in 
The Village Grosse Pointe
9 a.m.-12 p.m. Santa's Workshop 
- Kercheval & St. Clair, 17101 
Kercheval, Grosse Pointe.  

 » Starry Lights
5-9 p.m. Ford House, 1100 Lake 
Shore Road, Grosse Pointe 
Shores.

SUNDAY DECEMBER 19 
 » 105.1 The Bounce Holiday 
Heat I
7:30 p.m. Fox Theatre, 2211 
Woodward Ave, Detroit.  

 » Detroit Lions vs. 
Arizona Cardinals
1 p.m. Ford Field, 2000 Brush St., 
Detroit.  

 » Detroit Pistons vs. 
Miami Heat
6 p.m. Little Caesars Arena, 2645 
Woodward, Detroit.  

 » The Juliana Theory / Mae - 
"Emotion Is The Everglow" Tour
7 p.m. The Shelter, 431 E 
Congress St, Detroit.  

 » Pack Walk w/ Canine to Five
10:30 a.m.-12 p.m. Detroit.  

 » Sky Covington at 
Woodbridge Pub
7:30-11 p.m. 5169 Trumbull, 1970 
Yemans, Detroit.  

 » The Tenors - Santa's Wish Tour
8 p.m. Colosseum at Caesars 
Windsor, 377 Riverside Dr. East, 
Windsor.  

 » VIP Petcare
10-11:30 a.m. Pet Supplies Plus, 
23700 Greater Mack Ave, Saint 
Clair Shores.  

 » Starry Lights
5-9 p.m. Ford House, 1100 Lake 
Shore Road, Grosse Pointe Shores.

MONDAY DECEMBER 20 
 » AAW's 20th Anniversary 
Winter Showcase
7-10 p.m. Detroit Music Hall for 
the Performing Arts, 350 Madison 
Detroit, MI 48226, Detroit.  

 » Detroit Red Wings vs. 
Colorado Avalanche
7:30 p.m. Little Caesars Arena, 
2645 Woodward, Detroit.  

 » Writing Group
4-5:15 p.m. Offsite, Grosse Pointe.
grossepointelibrary.org  

TUESDAY DECEMBER 21 
 » 5th & 6th Grade Book 
Group
7-8 p.m. Offsite, Grosse Pointe. 
grossepointelibrary.org 

 » Grosse Pointe Badminton 
Association
6:30-8 p.m. 20600 Mack Ave, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.  

 » Oakland University v 
Michigan State Spartans
9 a.m. Little Caesars Arena, 2645 
Woodward, Detroit.  

 » Read, Rhyme & Play on 
Zoom
10:30-11 a.m. Offsite, Grosse 
Pointe. grossepointelibrary.org

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 22 
 » DeSean Jones
7:30-11:30 p.m. Cliff Bell's, 2030 
Park Ave, Detroit.  

 » Holiday Vibe with Al 
Lindsey
7-10 p.m. Aretha's Jazz Cafe at 
Music Hall, 4535 Cadieux #17, 
Detroit.  

 » Mike Zaporski at Dirty Dog 
Jazz Cafe
Dirty Dog Jazz Cafe, 97 Kercheval, 
Grosse Pointe.  

Check out the online calendar on our website for more details & registration links

E E N T SV
Things to do in and around Grosse Pointe this week



Moon Alert: Avoid 
shopping or making 
important decisions from 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. EST 
today (8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
PST). After that, the 
Moon moves from 
Taurus into Gemini.

Happy Birthday for 
Thursday, Dec. 16, 2021:

You are charming, 
honest and trustworthy. 
You have a refi ned, spiri-
tual quality about you 
that others can sense. 
You are adventurous and 
have a deep understand-
ing of others. This is a 
year of service to others, 
which means you have to 
take care of yourself. 
Some relationships might 
end because it was time.

ARIES
(March 21-April 19)

Unti l  mid- January 
next year, you’ll have 
lots of energy and will 
be will ing to work! 
This is the influence of 
your ruler Mars in your 
fellow Fire sign. Mars 
will make you want to 
travel and explore your 
w o r l d !  T o n i g h t : 
Errands and talks.

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)

Fo r  t h e  n e x t  s i x 
w e e k s ,  y o u  m i g h t 
encounter  d isagree-
m e n t s  w i t h  o t h e r s 
a b o u t  j o i n t l y  h e l d 
resources  or  how to 
s p e n d  a  l i m i t e d 
amount of money. Be 
c a r e f u l  o f  t h i s  s o 
you  can  avo id  con -
f l ic t .  Tonight :  Focus 
on money.

GEMINI
(May 21-June 20)

For  the  nex t  s ix 
weeks, Mars will  be 
opposi te  your  s ign, 
which happens only 
once every two years. 
This can trigger con-
f l i c t  w i th  par tners 
a n d  c l o s e  f r i e n d s 
because i t ’s  easy to 
f e e l  a n n o y e d  w i t h 
them.  (This  is  why 
patience will be your 
best friend.) Tonight: 
You win!

CANCER
(June 21-July 22)

You will accomplish 
much more than usual in 
the next six weeks 
because you will work 
hard and take pride in 
what you do. Plus, you 
will fi nd it easy to defer 
tomorrow’s pleasure for 
today’s work. Tonight: 
Solitude.

LEO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

Because fi ery Mars is 
in your fellow Fire sign 
for the next six weeks, 
you will benefi t. It will 
be a favorable time for 
all kinds of activities, 
especia l ly  physical 
activities, because you 
will be energized. You 
will also be more effec-
tive and more compe-
tent than usual in 
whatever  you  do. 
Tonight: Conversations 
with loved ones.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

You’ll be tempted to 
behave compulsively and 
act inappropriately in the 
next six weeks while fi ery 
Mars is at the bottom of 
your chart. This might 
trigger confl ict with fam-
ily. Your only recourse is 
to be loving, kind and 
patient with others. (It’s 
gone by Jan 23.) Tonight: 
Impress someone.

LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

In the next six weeks, 
your physical vitality will 
be stronger than usual, 
which will give you a 
chance to work hard and 
accomplish a lot. Your 
health will feel vigorous! 
New opportunities might 
present themselves to you. 
You will be convincing! 
Tonight: Explore!

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

Be careful, because in the 
next six weeks, you are 
tempted to spend a lot of 
money. If you’ve got it, 
great. If you don’t have it, 
don’t go into debt. 
Fortunately, you also will be 

resourceful at seeing ways to 
use your possessions to get 
things done. Tonight: Check 
your bills.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

Fiery Mars will be in 
your sign for the next six 
weeks, which means all 
aspects of activity in your 
life will increase. You 
will work hard to further 
your own interests. You 
will easily assert yourself 
among others. You’ll be a 
fighter for your own 
rights more than usual. 
Tonight: Be cooperative. 

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

Do be careful in the next 
six weeks, because some-
one out there might be 
working against you, or 
perhaps they don’t have 
your best interests at heart. 
If you suspect this and you 
think something fishy is 
going on, it is. Forewarned 
is forearmed. Tonight: 
Respect your health.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

For the next six weeks, 
you will be more physically 
active with groups and 
organizations. You will eas-
ily formulate goals and 
decide to pursue them. 
Although you might come 
on strong, use this increased 
energy to coordinate with 
others. Look for a win-win 
solution. Tonight: Play!

PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20)

Mars will be at the top of 
your chart for the next six 
weeks, which will arouse 
your ambition and make 
you want to work hard to 
get something done. 
However, this could put 
you at confl ict with oth-
ers, especially supervisors 
and parents. Remember 
your objective. Avoid 
unnecessary arguments. 
Tonight: Cocoon.

BORN TODAY
Actor Park Seo-joon 

(1988), actress Krysten 
Ritter (1981), actor 
Benjamin Bratt (1963).

Weekly HoroscopesWeekly HoroscopesWeekly Horoscopes
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Contract BridgeContract Bridge
FAMOUS HAND

This extraordinary deal occurred in a 
match between Argentina and Italy in 
the 1963 world team championship. It 
was played on Bridge-O-Rama before 
a huge and enthusiastic audience.

Marcos Santamarina and Luis Att-
aguile were North-South for Argen-
tina when the sequence shown took 
place. North’s pass of six hearts, an 
obvious cuebid, was astounding, to 
say the least. Spades had previous-
ly been agreed upon as trump, and 

South’s diamond and heart bids mere-
ly showed first-round control of those 
suits. The heart cuebid might have 
been based on A-x, or even a void!

Perhaps North was so deeply 
engrossed in trying to decide wheth-
er or not to bid seven spades that he 
did not realize, when he passed, that 
South’s last bid had been six hearts, 
not six spades.

Whatever the reason, Santamarina’s 
pass was surely one of the most ser-
endipitous bids ever made in a world 
championship event. And when the 
missing trumps divided 3-3, Attagu-
ile had no difficulty scoring 12 tricks, 
collecting four hearts, six spades and 
the two side aces. Six spades almost 
surely would have failed with normal 
play, as evidenced by what happened 
when Italy later played the hand in 
that contract.

Against six spades, the Argentine 
West also led a club. Declarer took 
the ace, discarding a diamond, drew 
trump, cashed the A-K-Q of hearts, 
then played the ace and a low diamond.

South could have made the slam by 
playing the diamond eight from dum-
my, but there was no way he could 
know that East had the king and that it 
was now singleton. After playing the 
queen and losing it to the king, declar-
er later lost another diamond trick 
to go down one, giving Argentina a 
1,030-point pickup.

©2021 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Movie Junkie Mark
by Mark Domin

MOVIE REVIEW
“The Power of the Dog”

2021 - 2hr 6min

This film loosely falls 
under the category 
“Western” although if 
you’re looking for a shoot-
‘em-up, action-packed 
cowboy flick, you’ll be 
sorely disappointed. It’s by 
Jane Campion, the bril-
liant director who’s 
famous for her award-win-
ning fi lm “The Piano”. If 
you’ve seen that quiet and 
moody movie, you’ll know 
what to expect.

“The Power of the Dog” 
was written and directed 
by Ms. Campion and is 
based on the novel by 

Thomas Savage. While the 
story takes place in 
Montana, it was fi lmed in 
Campion’s home country 
of New Zealand. 

P h i l  ( B e n e d i c t 
Cumberbatch) and George 
( Jesse  P lemmons) 
Burbank are wealthy cat-
tle ranchers who have a 
strained relationship, to 

say the least. While Phil is 
a brooding, mean-spirited 
cowboy, George is a sensi-
tive, quiet gentleman. The 
two tolerate one another 
out of necessity.

There are references in 
the film to Phil being 
learned and having a 
degree from Princeton 
University. He’s quite 
charismatic and acts like 
one of the guys. But there’s 
a deeply hidden side of 
him too. As you’d expect, 
there’s a palpable tension 
whenever the two of them 
are in the same room. 

Early in the film, Phil 
encounters Rose Gordon 
(Kirsten Dunst), the pro-
prietress of the local room-
ing house. He treats her 
with indifference, yet 
when his brother ends up 
marrying her, he has to 
come to terms with her.

Throughout the rest of 
the fi lm, he taunts her by 
spying on her, and qui-
etly whistling a tune 
she’s been practicing on 
the piano. This adds to the 
mystery of his complex 

character. You constantly 
ask yourself, “Why is he 
doing this? Where is this 
behavior coming from?” 

Peter (Kodi Smith-
McPhee) is Rose’s young 
son. He’s a shy, sensitive 
boy in his late teens, who’s 
studying for med school. 
He’s a bit effeminate and 
is ruthlessly teased by the 

ranch hands.
Unexpectantly, Phil 

decides to take him under 
his wing and make a man 
out of him. He begins by 
teaching Peter to ride a 
horse, and then takes him 
out into the country on 
camping trips. Again, you 
wonder what is motivating 
Phil’s actions?

It’s at this point in a 
review where I’m prone to 
saying that I won’t give 
more of the plot away. But 
in this case, I really don’t 
need to make this com-
ment. This fi lm is more of 
a character study than a 
plot-driven movie.

I was quite impressed 
with Cumberbatch’s 
American accent. What is 
it about English actors? 
They seem to have a much 
easier time speaking like 
us than we do faking an 
English accent. 

Overall, I quite enjoyed 
“The Power of the Dog” 
and can safely say it’s 
going to be nominated for 
numerous Oscars. The 
film is beautifully shot, 
and the scenery could 
very easily be in Montana.

The quiet, subtle piano 
music adds to the overall 
melancholic atmosphere. 
And the acting, as you’d 
expect, is nothing short of 
brilliant. Kodi Smith-
McPhee’s performance 
was noteworthy. I think 
we’ll be seeing more from 
him in the future. 

Currently in theatres 
and streaming on Netfl ix.

★★★★✩

My rating system:
★ A real stinker. A 

movie that is so bad, 
you’re embarrassed to 
admit you’ve seen it, but 
you have to rate it none-
theless. 

★★ So-so. Not a total 
waste of time, but you 
would have been better 
off reading a good book. 

★★★ Pretty good. In
fact, if there weren’t any 
other movies in your 
queue, you might watch 
it again.

★★★★ One you’d rec-
ommend to friends.

★★★★★ So good
you’d actually go out and 
buy it! 

About this column:
My main focus is on 

fi lms that I feel have gone 
under the radar and 
deserve more recognition 
They include both main-
stream and indie films 
streaming on services 
like Netfl ix and Kanopy, 
as well as theatrical 
releases.

For movie trailers, visit 
youtube.com. If you have 
any suggestions, feel free 
to email me at: domin-
mark@yahoo.com. Also, 
if you’re looking for more 
recommendations, be 
sure to check out my 
blog: moviejunkiemark.
blogspot.com.

Above, Kodi Smit-McPhee as Peter Gordon and 
below left, Jesse Plemons as George Burbank and 
Kirsten Dunst as Rose Gordon.

Benedict Cumberbatch 
as Phil Burbank.
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Garfield                                                                       Jim Davis
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Dilbert                                                                       Scott Adams

Blondie                                                                     Chris and Dean Young

Beetle Bailey                                                     Greg and Mort Walker

Flying McCoys           Glenn McCoyZiggy                          Tom Wilson

Over The Hedge                                               Michael Fry and T. Lewis

Andy Capp                                                                 Reg Smythe 

Wizard of Id        Created by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart. Currently by Mason Mastroianni

Carpe Diem                                                             Niklas Eriksson

© 2021 by Andrews McMeel Syndication 12/9 Solution

Complete the 
grid so every row, 
column and 3 x 3 
box contains 
every digit from 
1 to 9 inclusively.

Previous puzzle 
solution

U N I V E R S A L
Sudoku Puzzle

12/16
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Family Circus                                        Bill and Jeff Keane

“Naughty or nice? Umm – don'tcha 
have something in between?”

©2021 Bill Keane, Inc. 
Dist. by King Features Synd. 
www.familycircus.com

Universal Crossword

© 2021 by Andrews McMeel Universal 
www.upuzzles.com

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER

Edited by David Steinberg December 16, 2021

12/9 Solution

Lit From Above by Kyle Dolan and Elizabeth O’Tuama12/16

ACROSS
 1 Recedes
 5 Deep divide
10 Crunchy side 

served  
with ribs

14 Emit a foul 
smell

15 Relish
16 Caesar’s 

garment
17 *Lorraine 

Hansberry 
play whose 
title comes 
from a 
Langston 
Hughes 
poem

20 Where a 
lumberjack 
might rest

21 ___ Paulo
22 Ciabatta or 

naan
23 *Novel about 

a con man 
and a girl 
during the 
Depression

26 Animal in  
a cave

29 Symbol 
on South 
Korea’s flag

30 Deplete
33 Stimulate,  

as curiosity
35 Tiny terrier, 

for short
37 Jacuzzi 

features
38 Advice to a 

workaholic
42 London’s  

___ Park
43 Symbols  

of Lent
45 Sigma  

follower
46 Less  

numerous
47 Sixth sense, 

briefly

 48 Ignore the 
line, say

 49 Ring bearer?
 50 Planking 

muscles
 52 Got too old 

to participate
 55 Texter’s  

“I think ...”
 58 “For sure!”
 60 Farmer’s ride
 62 Like much 

folklore
 63 Fix, as code
 65 For dieters, 

in ads
 66 Aloe ___
 67 Certain bee, 

or the sound 
of bees

 68 Biblical  
preposition

 69 Site for crafty 
people

 70 Some vertical 
graph lines

 71 They can be 
bruised or 
boosted

DOWN
  1 Divisions  

of time
  2 Ernie’s pal
  3 Sender of 

chocolates, 
perhaps

  4 Be stingy
  5 Longtime  

forensic 
series

  6 Sally ___ (nail 
polish brand)

  7 House with 
many bills?

  8 California 
wine valley

  9 “The A-Team” 
actor with  
a mohawk

 10 Rudder’s 
place

 11 Be  
checkmated, 
say

 12 Contents  
of un lago

 13 Wondrous 
baton

 18 Prevents 
littering?

 19 “Game of 
Thrones” 
streaming 
service,  
in some  
countries

 24 Seaside 
platform

 25 Black-and-
white gem

 26 Mexican 
peninsula, 
familiarly

 27 Mars, in 
Greece

 28 *1994 George 
Takei autobi-
ography

 30 Aerial text, or 
the asterisked 
clues’  
answers?

 31 Helper
 32 Viscount, e.g.
 34 Smartphones 

have many

 36 Actress 
Seehorn

 39 “And so 
forth”

 40 Praise
 41 It corrects a 

singer’s pitch
 44 “Life” or 

“time”  
follower

 46 Cheese that 
crumbles

 50 Beyond’s 
partner

 51 Artist’s hat, 
stereotypically

 53 Extremely 
joyous

 54 Impulses
 56 “Forward,” 

for Wisconsin
 57 Black-and-

white snacks
 59 Eye cream 

brand
 61 You’re reading 

one
 64 ___ office 

(ticket 
source)

12/16
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                   GG fifi ldil Ci

Puzzles
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Reality Check          Dave Whamond Bizarro             Dan Piraro and Wayno

Hagar The Horrible                                      Dik Browne and Chris Browne

F Minus                                                                               Tony Carrilo

Crock                                                      Created by Bill Rechin and Brant Parker 

Crankshaft                                                           Tom Batiuk and Dan Davis

Wumo                                                Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler 

B.C.                                                     Johnny Hart and Mason Mastroianni 

Mother Goose and Grim                                               Mike Peters
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Peanuts                                                                                                                                               Charles M. Schulz
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Close To Home                                        John McPherson

Marmaduke                                       Paul & Brad Anderson

“You should have gotten a smaller 
Christmas tree.”

“Last year, I totally copped out and hired 
130 paperboys to deliver the toys while 

I played poker with the elves.”

ts CChChaarles
Comics

The Lockhorns                     Bill Hoest, Bunny Hoest and John Reiner

“LEROY  FINDS  IT  HARD  TO  SHOW  BROTHERLY 
LOVE... HE'S  AN  ONLY  CHILD.”
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SPORTS

Anybody who is 
involved in the game of 
basketball around the 
Pointes likely knows the 
name Ayrault pretty 
well. With great coaches 
and players throughout 
t h e  f a m i l y, 
Grosse Pointe 
North junior 
Annabel Ayrault 
is continuing the 
tradition of bas-
ketball in her 
family by being 
one of the pieces 
f o r  t h e 
Norsemen this 
season. 

Ayrault’s dad, 
Andy,  is  the 
head coach of 
North’s varsity 
boys basketball 
t e a m .  H e r 
brother, Adam, 
plays for their 
dad on the boys 
team and her older sis-
ter, Julia, is a North bas-
ketball alumna currently 
playing in college at 
Michigan State. 

With plenty of basket-
ball knowledge and skill 
to go around at home, 

Ayrault ’s  family is 
always helping her 
become the best athlete 
she can be. 

“I grew up watching 
my siblings play in the 
backyard and going to 
their games every week-
end so it was easy just to 
pick up,” Ayrault said. 

“ I t ’ s  m o t i v a t i o n a l 
because they’re con-
stantly making me bet-
ter and playing with me 
at home, always giving 
me advice after games 
and helping me become 
a better player.”

As a junior, Ayrault 
already has experience 
at the varsity level for 
the Norsemen. The 
makeup of this year’s 
roster for North makes 
her role as an experi-
enced junior a bit more 
interesting. 

North’s varsity girls 
basketball team 
t h i s  y e a r 
includes just 
one senior on 
the roster, mean-
ing juniors like 
Ayrault are the 
m a j o r i t y  o f 
t h o s e  b e i n g 
looked to for 
veteran leader-
s h i p .  B e i n g 
looked to as a 
leader for some 
of the younger 
players on the 
team this season 
is still some-
thing Ayrault is 
getting used to.

“It’s a bit dif-
ferent because I’m used 
to having people around 
me who are in the same 
position,” she said. “It’s 
a learning curve when 
people are looking up to 
you. It’s harder, but I’m 
still learning.”

Even while settling 
into a leadership role, 
the team chemistry 
among her and her 
teammates is something 
Ayrault is really proud 
of this year. Having a 
mix of new and familiar 
faces on the team has 
not stopped Ayrault and 
the rest of the Norsemen 
from constantly work-
ing to become better 
individually and as a 
unit.

“We all work hard in 
practice and show up 
every day to be there for 
each other,” Ayrault 
said. “We’re a small 
team and a young team, 
so all of us just working 
hard together helps 
make each other better.”

Ayrau l t  and  the 
Norsemen are off to a 
strong start for the new 
season. As of now, North 
is 2-1 with the only loss 
coming in a tight show-
down with Mercy in the 
C H S L  v s .  M A C 
C h a l l e n g e ,  w h e r e 
Ayrault led her team 
with 17 points in the los-
ing effort. 

There is still a long 
road ahead for North as 
the girls basketball sea-

son started less than a 
month ago. With plenty 
more basketball to be 
played, Ayrault knows 
what she wants to get 
out of her junior year 
with the Norsemen. 

“I want to get stron-
ger,” she said. “And 

improve my overall 
game by getting stron-
ger and becoming more 
confi dent is really it.”

To nominate a future 
Athlete of the Week, 
visit grossepointenews.
c o m / a t h l e t e - o f - t h e -
week.

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Athlete of the Week

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

Annabel Ayrault
Sponsored by Joe Ricci Automotive

ATH ETE

Annabel AyraultAnnabel Ayrault
School: Grosse Pointe North
Sport: Basketball

After 15 years at the 
helm of the Grosse 
Pointe South High 
School varsity football 
team, Blue Devils head 
coach Tim Brandon has 
announced his retire-
ment.

“This has been a very 
difficult decision for me 
as I love South football 
more than almost any-
thing in the world,” 
Brandon said in a letter 
posted on the team’s 
F a c e b o o k  p a g e 
Thursday. “It has been 
a major part of my life 
for a decade and a half. 
I truly believe though, 
that as a leader, it is 
important  to know 
when it is time to step 
aside and let a new 
leader with new ideas, 
energy, and vision take 
over.”

Brandon took over as 
head coach of the Blue 
Devils in 2006. During 

his tenure, they reached 
the playoffs 12 times 
and advanced as far as 
the state semifinals in 
2010. 

South won e ight 
league championships 
as well as two district 
titles and one regional 
title with Brandon as 
head coach. Brandon 
feels that he achieved 
everything he wanted 
to and more during his 
time with the Blue 
Devils.

“My No. 1  goal when 
I took the job as head 
football coach at South 
was to build this once 
storied program back 
to its former glory,” 
said Brandon. “I believe 
that we have achieved 
this goal and beyond. 
South football is again 
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t 
respected football pro-
grams in the state.”

The Blue Devils fin-
ished the 2021 season 
with a 6-5 record over-
all after a 5-4 regular 

season finish. The team 
also finished 1-4 in the 
MAC Red division. 
S o u t h  d e f e a t e d 
Lakeview in the open-
ing round of this year’s 
playoffs before being 
eliminated by eventual 
state champions De La 
Salle Collegiate.

As his t ime with 
South comes to an end, 
Brandon wrote in his 
letter that what he will 
miss most about being 
coach of the Blue Devils 
goes far beyond the 
Friday night lights.

“I will also miss the 
day-to-day interactions 
at  practice,  in the 
weight room, and film 
room,” he said. “I will 
forever cherish the 
relationships with the 
players that I have had 
the honor of forming. 
Sharing with them the 
wins and losses, joys 
and sorrows, and ups 
and downs of high 
school football will be 
in my heart forever.”

Brandon 
retires as Blue 
Devils football 
head coach
By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

PHOTO COURTESY OF GROSSE POINTE SOUTH FOOTBALL

Grosse Pointe South High School head football coach Tim Brandon announced 
his resignation last week after 15 years with the program.

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

Brandon coached the Blue Devils to a 6-5 record and made it to the second 
round of the playoffs this season.

102 Kercheval Avenue, Suite 200 • Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236 • (313) 882-7100 • www.pointecapital.com
313.806.7848  |  joericciauto.com 
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Athlete of the Week proudly sponsored by Joe Ricci Automotive
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Your next move starts here. I know real estate.
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The University Liggett Knights boys’ basketball team fell to 0-2 to start the 
season after losing to Southfi eld Christian on Friday night.

Taking the court in 
front of a home crowd for 
the fi rst time this season, 
the University Liggett 
Knights boys basketball 
team wanted to pick up 
its fi rst victory in just its 
second contest of the 
new campaign. After a 
74-33 loss on the road to 
Walled Lake Northern 
last Wednesday, the 
Knights played host to 
Southfield Christian 
Friday night. In a game 
that was tightly contested 
through three quarters, 
the Eagles outlasted 
Liggett as the Knights fell 
to 0-2 with a 65-42 defeat.

Liggett and Southfi eld 
Christian traded shots in 
an opening quarter that 
was very evenly matched. 
After the opening eight 

minutes, the Knights 
were behind by a slim 
one-point margin as the 
Eagles led 15-14. 

The second quarter 
continued the back-and-
forth fl ow of the game. A 
litt le over halfway 
through the second 
frame, the two teams 
were even at 19-19. 
Liggett eventually pulled 
out to a narrow lead of 
23-22. Both sides were 
tied at 25 with just sec-
onds to go before the 
halftime break, but a 
buzzer-beater three-
point shot by Southfi eld 
Christian put the Eagles 
ahead 28-25 going into 
the locker room. 

Perhaps the momen-
tum from the fi nal shot of 
the fi rst half carried over 
into the third quarter for 
the Eagles. Southfield 
Christian began to pull 

away early in the second 
half and managed to lead 
by double digits at 45-33 
going into the fourth and 
fi nal quarter. 

The last eight minutes 
of the game saw the 
Eagles continue to domi-
nate. Liggett failed to 
mount any sort of come-
back as Southfield 
Christian marched on to 
a 23-point win. 

Josh Pierce led the 
Knights in scoring during 
Friday’s loss with 13 
points. Preston Barr 
added eight to the stat 
sheet. 

The Knights hosted 
Detroit East English on 
Wednesday night for 
their final game before 
an extended holiday 
break. Liggett gets back 
in action after the new 
year, taking on South 
Lake Jan. 5. 

Liggett suffers second 
loss in home opener 
By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Coming off of a loss on 
a neutral floor against 
Marian in the CHSL vs. 
MAC Challenge last 
weekend, the Grosse 
Pointe South girls bas-
ketball team returned 
home Thursday looking 
for its first win of the 
new season. The Blue 
Devils hosted St. Clair 
Shores Lakeview in what 
was a tough, gritty 
matchup that favored the 
Huskies in the end as 
South was handed 
another loss, this time 
47-37.

The game was a battle 
from the start, with 
Lakeview turning up the 
pressure on defense 
early, causing the Blue 
Devils to make some 
m i s t a k e s .  Ka m r y n 
Richards led the charge 
for South to help keep 

things close with seven 
points in the fi rst quarter. 
However, the scoreboard 
favored the Huskies 
15-11 at the end of the 
fi rst eight minutes. 

South began to turn 
the tide a bit throughout 
the second quarter. The 
Blue Devils took their 
first lead of the game 
19-16 nearly halfway 
through the period. 
Before the fi rst half was 
over, Lakeview was able 
to reclaim the lead and 
take a 31-25 advantage 
into the locker room. 

Coming out of half-
time, the third quarter 
was more defensive and 
less high-scoring than 
the fi rst two had been. 
The two sides combined 
to score just 16 points in 
the quarter as the 
Huskies remained in 
front by eight going into 
the fi nal eight minutes of 
Thursday night. 

Despite a late push and 
bringing the game to 
within four points, the 
Blue Devils were unable 
to catch up to Lakeview. 
Missed opportunities for 
South and late free 
throws down the stretch 
for the Huskies helped 
them secure the 10-point 
victory. 

Richards led the Blue 
Devils on the score sheet 
in Thursday’s loss with 
15 points. Freshman 
Madison Benard had 
nine,  while  Olivia 
Bachert scored fi ve. 

After a diffi cult stretch 
to open the season, the 
Blue Devils have chances 
in the coming weeks to 
get back on track. South 
takes on Byron Center 
on the road Saturday, 
then gets a break for the 
holidays before taking 
on Ann Arbor Skyline in 
the Motor City Round 
Ball Classic Dec. 27. 

Blue Devils lose 
physical battle 
with Lakeview
By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

PHOTOS BY MIKE ADZIMA

South’s Kamryn Richards scored 15 points on Thursday in the Blue Devils’ loss 
to Lakeview.

South freshman Madison Benard makes a move against a Lakeview defender.
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HOME GAMES

GROSSE POINTE SOUTH
Thursday, December 16
5:30 pm Girls Ice Hockey ULS Tournament vs. Grosse Pointe North
@Liggett Arena
5:30 pm Boys JV Basketball vs. Grosse Pointe North @North Gym
7 pm Boys Varsity Basketball vs. Grosse Pointe North @North Gym
Friday, December 17
5:30 pm Boys Varsity Ice Hockey ULS Tournament vs. Grosse Pointe 
North @Liggett Arena
Monday, December 20
5:30 pm Boys Freshmen Basketball vs. Cass Tech @South Main Gym
6:30 pm Girls Varsity Gymnastics vs. Bloomfi eld Hills
@Grosse Pointe North
7 pm Boys JV Basketball vs. Cass Tech @South Main Gym
6 pm Boys Varsity Swim & Dive vs. Romeo @Boll Athletic Center
7 pm Boys Varsity Basketball vs. Waterford Mott @Main Gym
Tuesday, December 21
4 pm Boys Freshmen Basketball vs. Lincoln @South Main Gym
5:30 pm Boys JV Basketball vs. Lincoln @South Main Gym
7 pm Boys Varsity Basketball vs. Lincoln @South Main Gym

GROSSE POINTE NORTH
Thursday, December 16
4 pm Boys Freshmen Basketball vs. Grosse Pointe South @North Gym
5:30 pm Boys JV Basketball vs. Grosse Pointe South @North Gym
5:30 pm Girls Varsity Ice Hockey vs. Grosse Pointe South @North Gym
7 pm Boys Varsity Basketball vs. Grosse Pointe South @North Gym
Friday, December 17
5:30 pm Boys Varsity Ice Hockey vs. Grosse Pointe South
@Liggett Arena
Monday, December 20
6:30 pm Girls Varsity Gymnastics vs. Bloomfi eld Hills @North Gym
Tuesday, December 21
5:30 pm Girls JV Basketball vs. Regina @North Gym
7 pm Girls Varsity Basketball vs. Regina @North Gym

UNIVERSITY LIGGETT SCHOOL
Thursday, December 16
7 pm Girls Varsity Ice Hockey vs. Regina @Liggett Arena
Friday, December 17
7:30 pm Boys Varsity Ice Hockey vs. Berkley @Liggett Arena

grossepointenews.com/athlete-of-the-week

ATHLETE
F THEWEE

Do you know an outstanding high school athlete? 
Nominate them for Athlete of the Week and put 

them in the running for Athlete of the Year.
All weekly winners will be invited to the end of year Athlete of the Year 

Awards Gala – with top athletes winning scholarships!
Submit online at:
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After capturing its 
first victory of the sea-
son against Lakeview 
on Friday, the Grosse 
Pointe North boys bas-
ketball team took the 
court at home Monday 
night looking to pick up 
another for the win col-
umn. The Norsemen 
hosted the Bulldogs of 
Detroit East English 
Village Prep and looked 
to be doing everything 
right on their way to a 
dominant 77-54 win. 

The first quarter of 
Monday night’s show-
down saw both sides 
going back and forth. 
North jumped out to an 
early lead before the 
teams began trading 
baskets. The Norsemen 
led by as much as six at 
one point in the open-
ing eight minutes, but 
ended up trailing 19-18 
at the end of the first. 

Things continued to 
look evenly matched 
going into the second 

quarter.  The teams 
exchanged  nar row 
leads, but North began 
to prove the old saying 
that basketball is a 
game of runs. An 8-0 
run for the Norsemen 
in the second helped 
firmly establish the 
momentum on their 
side. Heading into the 
halftime locker room, 
North had the advan-
tage on the scoreboard 
36-28. 

North continued to 
keep a stronghold on 
the momentum going 
into the second half. 
East English Village 
Prep scored the first 
basket of the third 
q u a r t e r,  b u t  t h e 
Norsemen managed 
another 8-0 run that 
lengthened their lead 
even more. 

F r o m  p a r t w a y 
through the third quar-
ter until into the fourth, 
the Norsemen managed 
to hold the Bulldogs off 
the scoreboard and go 
on a 23-0 scoring run. 
By the time East English 

was able to manage 
another basket, North 
was already in front by 
35 points. 

The Bulldogs man-
aged to pick up their 
scoring a bit in the final 
quarter, but it was too 
little too late. North’s 
dominance in the third 
quarter was too much 
to overcome as the 
Norsemen emerged 
with the victory by 23.

The Norsemen had 
two scorers break the 
20-point mark on the 
stat sheet in the win. 
Adam Ayrault led the 
team with 21, while 
s o p h o m o r e  J a m e s 
Phi l l ips  was  c lose 
behind with 20. North 
junior Zach Cody added 
12 points. 

North will look to 
make it three straight 
wins when they host 
crosstown rivals Grosse 
Pointe South Thursday 
night. After that, the 
Norsemen get a short 
break for the holidays 
before taking on L’Anse 
Creuse North Dec. 27. 

Ayrault, Phillips 
help North dominate
By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Heading into this 
weekend’s KLAA vs. 
MIHL Showcase in 
Livonia, the Grosse 
Pointe North boys hockey 
team was still in search 
of its fi rst win of the sea-
son. After taking the ice 
for a matchup with 
L i v o n i a  C h u r c h i l l 
Saturday morning, the 
Norsemen will have to 
wait a bit longer to get 
that fi rst notch in the “W” 
column as North fell to 
the Chargers 4-1. 

The Chargers jumped 
out to an early lead, light-
ing up the scoreboard 
inside the game’s first 
minute. Churchill senior 
Dom Krupinski put one 
past North goalie R.J. 
Cassar just 20 seconds 
into the opening period 
to give the Chargers a 

one-goal advantage. 
Just over 10 minutes 

later, the Norsemen were 
able to pull things back to 
even on what would end 
up being their only goal 
of the day. North’s 
Brandon Gillery found 
the back of the net to 
even things at 1-1, which 
would stand as the score 
at the end of the first 
period. 

Despite North being 
able to tie the game 
before the end of the 
opening period, the sec-
ond period and beyond 
were largely controlled 
by the Chargers. Five 
minutes into the second, 
Churchill’s Devin Genzel 
scored to put the 
Chargers back in front 
2-1. 

With less than fi ve min-
utes to go in the middle 
period, fellow Churchill 
senior Nicholas Liebau 

expanded the Chargers’ 
lead with his fi rst goal of 
the day. Heading into the 
final 17 minutes, the 
scoreboard favored 
Churchill 3-1. 

The final period saw 
the Chargers continue to 
build their lead with an 
early goal. Libeau netted 
his second of the day to 
make it 4-1 Churchill, 
and though the Norsemen 
had a few chances in the 
fi nal period to pull closer, 
nothing on the score-
board changed from then 
on as the Chargers 
locked up a three-goal 
victory. 

Next up for the 
Norsemen is another 
r i v a l r y  s h o w d o w n 
against Grosse Pointe 
South on Friday. North 
looks for revenge after 
being defeated by the 
Blue Devils 5-0 in 
November. 

Norsemen fall
to Churchill in 
hockey showcase
By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

The Grosse Pointe 
South boys basketball 
team is not shying away 
from tough tests during 
the early part of its sea-
son. After an 81-66 loss 
to Detroit Loyola on 
Thursday, during which 
junior Anthony Benard 
scored 36 points for the 
Blue Devils,  South 
entered Calihan Hall 
Sunday with another 

strong opponent on tap. 
In the closing game of 

Sunday’s CHSL vs. MAC 
Challenge, the Blue 
Devils faced an uphill 
battle against a talented 
squad from Orchard 
Lake St. Mary’s Prep. 
South struggled to keep 
up with the Eaglets for 
much of Sunday evening 
as St. Mary’s cruised to 
a 72-48 win. 

The opening minutes 
of  Sunday ’s  game 
showed a bit of promise 

for South. An early 
three-pointer by Benard 
got the Blue Devils’ 
crowd on its feet, but the 
energy and momentum 
did not seem to last long. 

St. Mary’s was able to 
pull in front and stay 
ahead down the stretch 
of the opening quarter. 
After the fi rst eight min-
utes of Sunday night’s 
contest, the Eaglets 
managed a double-digit 
lead at 23-12.

Already trailing by 

double digits after the 
fi rst quarter, South was 
left playing catch-up for 
the rest of the evening. It 
would take the Blue 
Devils the entire second 
quarter to reach the 
23-point  mark the 
Eaglets scored in the 
fi rst eight minutes and 
by then, St. Mary’s 
found itself up by nearly 
20 with a 41-23 lead 
going into halftime. 

The second half was 
much of the same, with 

the Eaglets fi rmly in the 
driver’s seat on their 
way to a victory. St. 
Mary’s held a 58-32 lead 
at the end of the third 
and continued dominat-
ing in the fi nal quarter 
until the clock reached 
zero with the scoreboard 
in favor of the Eaglets 
72-46. 

Benard once again led 
the Blue Devils in scor-
ing in Sunday night’s 
losing effort. The junior 
guard tallied 25 points 

and nine rebounds to 
follow his 36-point per-
formance from a few 
days before. Karter 
Richards scored seven 
points and Alex English 
had six. 

The Blue Devils head 
across town Thursday 
night for a rivalry 
matchup with Grosse 
Pointe North. After that, 
South hosts Warren 
Lincoln in an exhibition 
game Tuesday before 
taking a holiday break.

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

South trounced by St. Mary’s Prep

PHOTOS BY MIKE ADZIMA

South guard Anthony Benard scored 25 points against St. Mary’s on Sunday 
just days after scoring 36 against Detroit Loyola. 

Karter Richards had seven points for the Blue Devils on Sunday night.

WATERFRONT 
FOR SALE SAINT CLAIR SHORES 

22640 STATLER ST. WATERFRONT 

111821

CITY OF HARPER WOODS
WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN

SYNOPSIS: REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
DECEMBER 6, 2021

The regular City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Valerie Kindle at 7:00 P.M.
ROLL CALL: All Councilpersons were present.
MOTIONS PASSED
1) To receive, approve and fi le the minutes of the regular City Council meeting held 

November 15, 2021.
2) That the agenda of the regular City Council meeting having been acted upon, the meeting 

is hereby adjourned at 7:37 p.m.
RESOLUTION PASSED
1)  (1) approve the Accounts Payable/Payroll Vendor listing for Check Numbers 123279 
through 123545 in the amount of $427,502.48 as submitted by the City Manager and 
Finance Director, and further, authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the listing.
(2) to approve payment to RKA Petroleum Companies in the amount of $24,714.36 for the 
purchase of 10,000 gallons of regular and diesel fuel.
(3) approve payment to WCA Assessing in the amount of $5,514.91 for the contractual assessing 
services performed during the month of December 2021.
(4) approve payment to Anderson, Eckstein &Westrick, Inc. in the amount of $38,011.96 for 
professional services during the month of October 2021 for the following projects:  2021 
Concrete Pavement Repair, #180-204; 2020 Pavement Joint Seal, #180-226; Storm Sewer 
Repair, #180-256; Sanitary Sewer Clean, #180-259; Water Svc Material Invest, #180-265; 
GLWA, #180-275; Eastland Center Redevelopment, #180-244; Beaconsfi eld Resurfacing, 
#180-231 and 253; Kelly Rd Pedestrian Crossing, #180-208; Everstream Fiber, #180-274  and 
Everstream Metro Act, #180-275.
(5) approve payment in the amount of $18,450.00 to Guardian Sewers for their assistance with 
backfl ow preventer installation in the library basement, water main repairs, repair of a service 
line and a fi re hydrant
2) to approve payment to Great Lakes Contracting Solutions, LLC, in the amount of $20,493.64 
for Progress Payment No. 3 on the 2021 Storm Sewer Repair Project, #180-256..
_________________________ _________________________
Valerie Kindle, Mayor Leslie M. Frank, City Clerk
Published: GPN, December 16, 2021
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DEADLINES
Please call for holiday deadline
dates and times, subject to change.

PRICING
Prepayment is required.
We accept credit cards, cash  
and check.

FREQUENCY DISCOUNTS
Given for multi-week scheduled
advertising, with prepayment or 
credit approval. Call for rates or for 
more information. Phone lines can 
be busy on Monday and Tuesday.
Please call early.

WORD ADS:
12 - 25 words for $25.35;
additional words are 30¢ each.
Abbreviations are not accepted.
BORDER ADS STARTING AT:
$26.00 per column inch

CLASSIFYING
AND CENSORSHIP
We reserve the right to classify 
each ad under its appropriate 
heading. The publisher reserves 
the right to edit or reject ad copy 
submitted for publication.

CORRECTIONS
AND ADJUSTMENTS
Responsibility for classified 
advertising errors is limited to either  
a cancellation of the charge or a  
re-run of the portion of the error. 
Notification must be given in time for  
the correction in the following issue.  
We assume no responsibility for the 
same after the first insertion.

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M.
CLASSIFIED WORD ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M. 

PHONE: 313-882-6900 EXT. 1 WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COMFAX: 313-882-1585

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

709 TOWNHOUSES /
CONDOS FOR RENT

716 OFFICE / COMMERCIAL 
FOR RENTProperty For Rent

820 BUSINESS FOR SALE

114 MUSIC EDUCATION

GUITAR, Bass, Uke
Lessons In Your

Home, Mine,
Or Online.

 All levels, ages,
styles. Extensive

private and
University teaching

experience.
Check out my
website: www.

peterhennes.com
(847)732-0894

120 TUTORING EDUCATION

121 GENERAL SERVICES

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

EASTSIDE Detroit
 Company is hiring
 shop worker with
 rough carpentry

 experience.
 $16- $18/ per hour
 to start, depending

 on experience.
 Lots of overtime
 opportunities.

 Email resumes to
 office@greatlakes

or Fax to:
 (313)822-1110

HIRING a
manicurist.

Nice private area.
Rent or high
commission.

Edwin Paul Salon
(313)885-9001

SMALL
manufacturing

operation in Warren
seeks professional

to run office.
Salary open

depending on
experience.

Call for appointment
(586)776-4440
Pleasantview

Window
Manufacturing,

14325 East 9 Mile,
Warren 48089.

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

210 HELP WANTED
RESTAURANT

300 SITUATIONS WANTED
BABYSITTERS

302 CAREGIVER

312 ORGANIZING

400 ANTIQUES /
COLLECTIBLES

412 MISCELLANEOUS
ARTICLES

415 WANTED TO BUY

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

Classifi eds
Work For You

To place an ad call:
(313)882-6900 x1

Buy it.

$ell it.

313-882-6900

COLOR Your Ad
(313)882-6900 x1

DIRECTORY OF SERVICES
Some classifications are not required by law to be licensed. Please check with the proper state agency to verify license.

911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK 927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

929 DRYWALL / PLASTERING

934 FENCES

936 FLOOR SANDING /
REFINISHING

939 GENERAL SERVICES
WINDOW

CLEANING
 Gutters • Leaves

 Tom Micoli
 (313)656-9402

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

944 GUTTERS

945 HANDYMAN

Your Local
Handyman Services
313-886-8088

945 HANDYMAN 945 HANDYMAN

948 INSULATION

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Custom Paint - Plaster
Repair & Restoration

FREE CONSULT

313-886-8088
HANDYMAN SERVICES

957 PLUMBING
& INSTALLATION

960 ROOFING SERVICES

981 WINDOW WASHING

DON’T FORGET-
Call your ads in EARLY!

Classifi ed
Advertising

(313)882-6900 x1

HANDY

MAN

FIND
Your Next

HERE.

313-882-6900313-882-6900


