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A NEWS

T H E  G R O S S E 
POINTES — A months-
long analysis by the 
Grosse Pointe News 
found little to no evi-
dence to verify a consul-
tant’s claim that a loss of 
housing units was partly 
responsible for a drop of 

almost 1,000 students in 
the Grosse Pointe Public 
School System between 
2018 and 2021.

Paul Wills, a partner 
with Plante Moran Cresa, 
told the board of educa-
tion in March that there 
were 590 fewer housing 
units in the district in 
2021 compared to three 
years earlier.

That comment came 
during a presentation 
about enrollment projec-
tion numbers. Wills 
stressed at the time, and 
in a follow-up presenta-
tion in May, this does not 
mean 590 entire houses 
were torn down and not 
replaced, but instead said 
this meant multi-unit 
rentals were converted 

into either a single rental 
or single owner-occupied 
house.

While the issue died 
down in late spring, it has 
garnered more attention 
recently as board of edu-
cation candidates make 
public statements either 
supporting or question-
ing the number.

According to SEMCOG 

— the Southeastern 
Michigan Council of 
Governments — the 
Pointes collectively 
issued 34 permits for the 
construction of single-
family homes between 
2018 and 2021, and no 
permits for multi-family 
houses. The five cities 
also issued 13 demolition 
permits, for a net gain of 

21 single-family homes.
In Harper Woods, a 

portion of which is in the 
G P P S S ,  S E M C O G 
showed three building 
permits issued and six 
demolition permits, all 
for single-family dwell-
ings.

When asked by school 

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

Alleged missing housing units addressed

See HOUSING, page 12A

GROSSE POINTE CITY AND PARK 
— An illegal social media trend with 
lack of regard for its victims made its 
way to the Grosse Pointes last week, 
with two successful and one attempted 
theft of Kias in the City of Grosse 
Pointe, as well as three thefts in Grosse 
Pointe Park.

The TikTok challenge, using 
#kiaboyz, has garnered 30.9 million 
views and features mainly teenagers 
using a USB cord to hotwire and steal 
Kia vehicles that have a mechanical 
key simply to joyride and post footage.

“We’re finding them abandoned,” 

City of Grosse Pointe Detective Sgt. 
Joe Adams said. “There’s just the win-
dows broken and the ignitions 
punched.”

Both stolen vehicles in the City — a 
2015 Kia Soul stolen from the 600 
block of Washington overnight into 
Wednesday, Sept. 14, and a 2018 Kia 
Rio stolen from the 800 block of Rivard 
between 11:15 p.m. Friday, Sept. 16, 
and 1:15 a.m. the next morning — were 
successfully recovered, as was one of 
the stolen vehicles in the Park. The 
2015 Kia Soul recovery also included 
the arrest of a 19-year-old Detroit man 
who was in possession of it.

TikTok trend targets Kias
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

PHOTO BY TED O’NEIL

The XTURISMO, made in Japan by AERWINS Technologies, is a hoverbike 
akin to land speeders seen in “Star Wars.”

DETROIT — After a 
44-month hiatus, the 
N o r t h  A m e r i c a n 
International Auto Show 
has returned with an 
emphasis on power, 
unique designs and 
frunks. Lots of frunks.

Electric vehicles of all 
shapes and sizes take 
center stage at most 
manufacturers’ displays 
inside Huntington Place, 
including the GMC 
Hummer, Ford F-150 

Lightning,  Hyundai 
Ioniq 5, Cadillac Lyriq 
and Genesis GV60, the 
latter of which uses 
facial recognition to 
allow its owner to enter 
and drive.

Cadillac also has an 
interactive experience 
for the Lyriq that lets 
attendees sit in a small 
theater and experience a 
ride in the vehicle.

Rides also are offered 
in a variety of Ford, Ram 
and Chevy trucks and 
SUVs over obstacle 
courses meant to show-

case each vehicle’s sta-
bility and climbing 
capabilities.

Some 20 brand new 
vehicles make their 
debut, including the sev-
enth generation Mustang 
on display at Hart Plaza.

Other features at Hart 
Plaza include food 
trucks, live entertain-
ment, car-crushing dem-
onstrations by Monster 
trucks and a 26-foot 
mobile gaming lab fea-
turing PlayStation, Xbox 

Auto show returns
By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

See AUTO, page 3A

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — The Grosse 
Pointe Farms Public 
Safety Department, 90 
Kerby Road, is opening 
its fi re bay and welcom-
ing the public to its fi rst 
open house from 11 a.m. 

to 3 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 
24.

Planned since early 
this year and designed to 
play into the depart-
ment’s unique place-
m e n t  a m i d  a 
neighborhood — the 
other four Pointe depart-
ments sit on Mack or 
Jefferson — the day will 

offer an all-encompass-
ing glimpse into the 
department’s capabili-
ties and operations.

“Everyone’s going to 
be  here , ”  Deputy 
Director Andy Rogers 
said. “This is your time 
to ask questions, see our 

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Farms to host first ever PS open house

See HOST, page 3A

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

The new fi re engine 3 will be on display.

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — City council 
took its fi rst step at its 
meeting Monday, Sept. 
12, toward possibly build-
ing a dog park on the 
grounds of the Robert 
Novi tke  Munic ipa l 
Center.

Council agreed to send 
the matter to the Citizens 
Recreation Commission 
for further study.

If built, the enclosed 
park would be on Mack 
south of the entrance to 

the public safety depart-
ment. Resident Steve 
Lorenz has appeared at 
several council meetings, 
speaking in favor of the 
project so people living 
near city hall would not 
have to drive to Lake 
Front Park to use the dog 
park there.

“I think this would be 
very appealing to young 
home buyers,” he said. 
“And longtime residents 
like myself would get to 
enjoy it and see an 
enhanced home value 

Woods mulls dog park
By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

See KIA, page 2A

See PARK, page 2A
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26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
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See Salesperson for details. Expires 9/30/22.
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$27,519 Stock #BMBZDW
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when we end up selling.”
Lorenz sought bids and 

pricing information 
based on three different 
entry systems.

“I started off thinking 
100 by 200 feet, but 
thought that might be too 
large, so I had it priced 
for 40 by 80 feet,” he said. 
“People would be given 
access when they get 
their dog license each 
year. That way it limits 
the city’s liability because 
you know each dog is on 
their owner’s insurance 
and they have their 
shots.”

The least costly entry 
system would be a 
mechanical lock and res-

idents would be given a 
key. Cost for that is esti-
mated at $5,400.

“I would suggest that it 
be rekeyed each year,” 
Lorenz said.

The second option, 
estimated to cost $16,800, 
would use a fob. Option 
three, at $27,253, would 
use a barcode reader.

“That would use the 
same software already in 
place for entering Lake 
Front Park,” Lorenz said. 
“You’ve already got 
everyone’s names and 
data saved.”

Lisa Fuller of the 
Grosse Pointe Woods 
Foundation told council 
the group would be glad 
to get involved in fund-
raising for the project.

“We were kind of dor-
mant during COVID, but 
we have strong roots and 
new energy,” she said. 
“We’re looking for that 
wish list from you 
because there’s only so 
much tax money to go 
around.”

Lorenz said he would 

pay any cost not covered 
by fundraising, making 
installation “revenue 
neutral.”

Fuller did raise a con-
cern about the suggested 
size of the park.

“It’s smaller than most 
people’s backyards,” she 
said. “The entire plot is a 
third of an acre, or 15,000 
square feet. This would 
be a tenth of an acre. The 
Grosse Pointe Farms dog 
park is seven-tenths of an 
acre.”

Fuller added that the 
smaller project might 
make it difficult to get 
people to donate.

City Administrator 
Frank Schulte noted that 
too large of an area might 
impact training fi refi ght-
ers do nearby.

Councilman Michael 
Koester suggested that if 
the park was bigger, it 
could simply be closed 
on the days when fire-
fi ghters are training.

Councilwoman Vicki 
Granger said she would 
like to see the park 

expanded east to take in 
some trees.

“I know my dogs love 
watching squirrels,” she 
said. “They’re just 
entranced by them.”

Just as the discussion 
was ending, Councilman 
Todd McConaghy spoke 
up. He has not shown 
support for the idea at 
past meetings.

“I’ve been sitting here 
listening to you talk 
about this ad nauseum 
for months,” he told 
Lorenz. “If you could 
guarantee that it would 
be revenue neutral per-
manently, I’d be OK with 
it. That’s what you told 
us.”

Lorenz insisted that he 
only said the installation 
would be revenue neu-
tral, stating the grass 
would have to be cut and 
bulbs replaced on a 
nearby lamp post.

“It can’t be guaran-
teed,” McConaghy said. 
“That’s the point I’m 
making, perhaps sarcas-
tically.”

In an email after the 
meeting to all of the 
council members, which 
Lorenz shared with the 
Grosse Pointe News, he 
wrote he was “appalled 
by the total lack of deco-
rum displayed by Mr. 
McConaghy” and he 
expects “a public apol-
ogy” at the next meet-
ing.

In a separate email to 
the GP News, Lorenz 
s a i d  h e  t h o u g h t 
McConaghy should 
resign.

“The Grosse Pointe 
Woods City Council is 
devoted to thoroughly 
vetting all proposals for 
the expenditure of city 
funds,” McConaghy said 
in a prepared statement. 
“Currently,  we are 
reviewing a proposal for 
a dog park tentatively 
planned for the front 
lawn at City Hall. The 
dog park, and the expen-
diture of any city funds 
related to the dog park, 
will be reviewed by the 
Recreation Commission 
a n d  t h e  F i n a n c e 
Committee before fi nal 
recommendations are 
made to City Council.”

PARK:
Continued from page 1A

However, while the 
vehicles are being recov-
ered and returned to 
their owners, the ending 
still is not a happy one. 
Repairs of the broken 
windows and ignitions 
are needed and one area 
collision shop Adams 
recently spoke with said 
it’s on a three-month 
waiting list for parts 
because so many are get-
ting stolen.

“The problem is they’re 
just so easy to steal,” 
Adams said. “ … They’re 
popping the ignition, put-
ting in a USB port, turn-
ing it on and driving it 
away.”

While the vast majority 
of car thefts in the Grosse 
Pointes tend to be of 
unlocked vehicles, the 
Kia Boyz are smashing 
windows, making the 
crime more difficult to 
prevent.

By way of deterrent, 
Adams recommends pur-
chasing a club anti-theft 
device that locks onto the 
vehicle’s steering wheel.

“I always tell people 
the club will deter them,” 
he said. “They don’t bring 
tools to cut clubs off. 
They don’t take the time 
to cut the club off.”

Additional measures 
are to park Kias with 
another vehicle behind it, 
in the backyard if the 
owner has a driveway, or 
in a garage.

KIA:
Continued from page 1A

GROSSE POINTE 
PARK — The recreation 
director wants breath-
ing room to get over a 
staff shortage.

“The last couple of 
years, everybody knows, 
have been challenging,” 
said Chad Craig, head of 
parks and recreation for 
Grosse Pointe Park. 
“This year was the clos-
est we’ve gotten back to 

normal. So, give us 
some time; work with 
us. We’re going to get 
the parks back to where 
they were and beyond 
that. We just need some 
time, a little bit more 
creativity and maybe 
some volunteers and 
things like that.”

Despite the crunch, he 
intends to signifi cantly 
increase fall recreation 
programming.

“I’m looking to add 
two pickleball leagues, 

Sunday and Monday 
night leagues,” Craig 
said.

Drop-in pickleball has 
been well attended.

“A resident verbally 
committed $5,000 to 
help us increase from 
three courts to six 
courts,” Craig said. 
“That means we have 
another option for a rev-
enue stream. If we have 
six courts, there’s a pos-
sibility we could run a 
league with two courts, 
have lessons on a court 
or two and free open 
play on the other 
courts.”

More
Twelve people can 

play simultaneously on 
the park’s three courts.

“Tuesday night we’re 
looking to have a recre-
a t i o n a l  v o l l e y b a l l 
league,” Craig said. “We 

had a lot of interest for 
the summer league.”

A men’s under-30 rec-
reational drop-in bas-
ketball league began 
t w o  w e e k s  a g o 
Wednesday night.

“The nice thing about 
it is it doesn’t require a 
lot of staff,” Craig said.

Players show up, pay 
an $80 fee and play.

“We don’t need any 
offi cials, score keepers 
or things like that,” 
Craig said. “If we have 
interest, we might con-
sider doing a formal 
league down the road 
with sponsorships, jer-
seys and league offi-
cials. If registration fees 
and pay make (eco-
nomic) sense, we will 
get into something like 
that down the road if 
this has the popularity.”

He suspects it will.
“I already got a call 

from a lady who wants 
to start a women’s bas-
ketball league,” Craig 
said. “I said let me look 
at some days and times 
and put something 
together.”

He plans to resume a 
Thursday night corn-
hole league.

“We’ll probably run 
two sessions of that,” he 
said. “And we’re looking 
at, possibly, a drop-in 
competitive volleyball 
sess ion on Fr iday 
nights. We’re looking to 
bring back some tiny 
tot-type classes and fi t-
ness classes and things 
like that.”

Camp Wind-Y-Mill
As for past events, 

Camp Wind-Y-Mill, an 
overnight campout last 
weekend at Windmill, 
se t  an  at tendance 
record.

“We had 104 sites this 
year,” Craig said. “That’s 
by far my biggest Camp 
Wind-Y-Mill. With a lit-
tle smaller staff, we all 
pitched in and did the 
best we could keeping 
restrooms clean and 
g i v i n g  ( c h i l d r e n ) 
e n o u g h  a c t i v i t i e s 
throughout the day to 
have some fun so mom 
and dad could hang out 
and relax.”

The event produced a 
rare and welcome profi t.

“This is one of the fi rst 
years we saw a profi t on 
this program,” Craig 
s a i d .  “ T h e  p r i c e 
increased, but we threw 
a lot of stuff out there, 
having the pool open 
with lifeguards, infl ata-
bles (and) music. It was 
nice to see a little money 
come in this year rather 

Parks and rec looks to increase fall programming
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

See FALL, page 5A
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20039 Mack Ave. 
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236

313.885.9454
www.grossepointedentalcare.com

• Reconstructive Services.
• Individualized comprehensive
 care in Preventative, General
 and Cosmetic Dentistry.
• Experienced Dental
 Professionals off ering the
 latest, cutting-edge treatments.
• Emergency Dental Care.
• Accepting new patients.
• Invisalign® provider.

Grosse Pointe Dental Care 
Dr. Ashish Patel MSD DDS
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Julie Baumer
REALTOR® / Public Notary

Signature Sotheby's 
International Realty 
• Grosse Pointe
• Birmingham 
• Northville 

313-499-1313
jbaumer@signaturesothebys.com

092222

(586) 775-7472 
21707 Harper Avenue
Saint Clair Shores
Equipment Sales & Service

Time for a tune-up?
We will pick up and deliver your 
equipment! Call for details.

Forton’s
Mower Service
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SUNDAY, SEPT. 25

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Farms Foundation’s Concours 
d’Elegance car show, noon to 3 p.m. at Pier Park.

TUESDAY, SEPT. 27

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Shores Planning Commission meet-
ing, 9 a.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Planning Commission meet-
ing, 7 p.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Park Downtown Development 
Authority meeting, 7 p.m.

THURSDAY, SEPT. 29

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Park TIFA meeting, 7 p.m.

The Week Ahead

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS —  Hai l ing 
s t ra ight  f rom the 
Netherlands, a Dutch 
shepherd named Rocco 
will be the newest mem-
ber of the Grosse Pointe 
Farms Public Safety 
Department, as eight-
year K-9 officer Duke 
retires at the end of this 
month.

With the honor of 
coming up with the 
name, which then was 
approved by the depart-
ment, Rocco’s handler 
Officer Richard Rosati 
took inspiration from 
his love of Rocky Balboa 
and his childhood dog 
Rocky.

Rosati, who has been 
with the department 
more than 10 years and 
was chosen among four 
applicants for handler, 
was the No. 1 pick of 
Duke’s handler Sgt. Tim 
Harris who now will be 
the supervisor in charge 
of the Farms K-9 pro-
gram. Harris cited 
Rosati’s excellent work 
ethic and perfect track 
record.

“It’s something that 
I’ve always wanted to 
do,” Rosati said of the 
position. “I just didn’t 
think I was going to get 
the opportunity.”

At 13 months old — 
the same age as Duke 

when he began his 
career — Rocco has 
been described as rather 
rambunctious and very 
friendly until told other-
wise.

“If he was here just 
running around you 
wouldn’t even think he’d 
be a police dog,” Rosati 
said. “He’s just a happy 
puppy with tons of 
energy and then you 
give him the commands 
and he has some bite to 
him.”

Training with Harris 

already has begun, but 
the K-9 officially will 
start a six-week acad-
emy Monday, Oct. 10. 
Come the  end of 
November, Rocco should 
be fully certifi ed and on 
duty.

W h i l e  h e ’ l l  b e 
equipped with nearly all 
the same certifi cations 
as Duke — obedience, 
tracking, area search, 
building search, evi-
dence search — Rocco 
will specialize in explo-
sives detection rather 

than Duke’s ability for 
narcotics detection.

The various reasons 
behind this decision 
include the growing 
legalization of certain 
drugs such as mari-
juana; the fact the 
Grosse Pointes seldom 
deal with narcotics-
related crime; and the 
additional service that 
could be provided to 
area institutions such as 
The War Memorial and 
high schools when 
large-scale events are 
held.  

“I want to keep this 
program strong,” Rosati 
said. “It was built up by 
Tim from nothing. We 
didn’t have a dog. He 
didn’t really know much 
about it. He spent a lot 
of time and energy 
building this program, 
so my main goal is to 
keep this program 
strong (and to) make 
sure to have a good rep-
utation within the com-
munity and in other 
police departments I’m 
going to be taking 
(Rocco) to for call outs 
and whenever they need 
a K-9 for assistance.”

Rocco’s first public 
appearance will be dur-
ing the Farms depart-
ment’s fi rst public safety 
open house at 90 Kerby 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 24.

The K-9, along with 
his predecessor Duke, 

a l s o  w i l l 
m a k e  a n 
appearance 
a t  t h e 
G r o s s e 
Pointe Park 
P u b l i c 
Safety Open 
House the 
next day.

 
Donations 
needed

A r o u n d 
$250,000 is 
needed to 
f u n d  t h e 
career life 
of a K-9 offi -
cer.  Th i s 
goes toward 
purchasing 
t h e  d o g , 
c o n t i n u e d 
training, a 
specialized 
patrol vehi-
cle, commu-
n i t y 
engagement efforts, vet 
bills and overtime hours 
for the handler.

With $100,000 already 
raised, Ed Russell, of 
Russell Development 
Co., is leading commu-
nity-wide fundraising 
efforts for the K-9 who 
will serve all fi ve Grosse 
Pointes and beyond.

An invitation-only 
event seeking large-
scale donations will be 
he ld  a t  The  War 
Memorial Thursday, 
Sept. 29, while others 
interested in participat-

ing are invited to make 
checks out to The War 
Memorial with a note in 
the memo stat ing, 
“restricted for K-9 dona-
tion.”

“This community’s 
been really generous so 
far with Duke and then 
we’re getting the same 
support for this next dog 
too, so we really appre-
ciate it,” Rosati said. “It 
means a lot to us and, 
also, I know that I’ve got 
a lot of work ahead of 
me to make sure that I 
do a good job.”

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Pointes’ new K-9 officer is ready to roll

COURTESY PHOTOS

Offi cer Richard Rosati and Rocco.

K-9 Offi cer Rocco is a 13-month-old 
Dutch shepherd.

equipment, see our 
building and see what 
we offer to the residents 
of Grosse Pointe Farms.”

Longtime fan favorite 
K-9 officer Duke, who 
retires at the end of this 
month, and his handler 
Sgt. Tim Harris will give 
demonstrations, along-
side up-and-coming han-
dler Officer Richard 
Rosati and K-9 Rocco.

The open house marks 
not only Rocco’s intro-
duction to the public, but 
also an opportunity to 
tour the department 
building, circa 1912, and 
learn more about its his-
tory.

Patrol vehicles, fire 
engines — including Fire 
Engine 3 purchased last 
year — and the Special 
Response Team’s MRAP 
vehicle, which already 
was needed twice this 
summer for shootings in 
Harper Woods, will be 
on display.  

“If there are people 
with concerns about 
why we have this,” 
Rogers addressed, “this 
is the perfect time to 
come ask and we’ll have 
team members on scene 
to answer those ques-
tions and concerns.”

Fire specialists and the 
fire investigation team 
will be on-hand to 
answer home and busi-
ness fire safety ques-

t ions,  as  wil l  the 
detective bureau, dive 
team with dive gear on 
display, bike team, 
school resource offi cer, 
child safety seat techni-
cian and the depart-
ment’s reserve unit.

“If someone’s inter-
ested in joining the 
reserves, this is the time 
to ask questions and 
possibly get applica-
tions, because they are 
currently looking for 
members,” Rogers said.

Alongside the depart-
ment’s gift of goody bags 
for the fi rst 400 kids, the 
Grosse Pointe Board of 
Realtors will be handing 
out child ID kits meant 

to gather a child’s fi nger-
prints, DNA swab, photo 
and physical descrip-
tion.

“The resident just 
holds onto that,” Rogers 
explained, “and God for-
bid should their kid ever 
come up missing or for 
some end-of-the-world-
type scenario, those par-
ents will have that 
information and then 
they can provide it to 
us.”

As the department was 
unable to secure a food 
truck on a Saturday 
afternoon during college 
football season, refresh-
ments will be kept sim-
ple with hotdogs, chips, 

water and a vending 
machine.

The open house is 
scheduled rain or shine 
and will be moved into 
the fire bay in case of 
inclement weather. The 
section of Kerby Road 
directly in front of the 
building will be closed 
during the event to 
afford additional space.

Moving forward, the 
department may make 
the open house an 
annual or bi-annual 
event.

“Whatever lessons we 
learn from this,” Rogers 
said, “we’ll improve on it 
and make it a better 
experience.”

Continued from page 1A
HOST:

and Nintendo Switch.
The show isn’t just 

about cars though.
Displays in Huntington 

Place, formerly Cobo 
Hall, include companies 
that make home-based 
EV charging stations 
and large drones that 
someday could be used 
to transport packages 
and passengers.

One of the more 
unique items on display 

is the XTURISMO, a 
hoverbike akin to the 
land speeders of “Star 
Wars’’ fame. Japanese 
m a k e r  A E R W I N S 
Technologies gave a 
demonstration last week 
at Coleman A. Young 
International Airport.

Current cost for the 
gasoline-electric hybrid 
is $777,000, but the com-
pany says it can get that 
down to $50,000 by 
2025. The XTURISMO is 
being sold in Japan, 
where it is not classifi ed 
as an aircraft and doesn’t 

require a pilot’s license. 
The company hopes the 
U.S. government will 
classify it the same so 
sales can begin in 2023.

Children who get 
bored looking at cars 
can enjoy the Dinosaur 
and Off-Road Vehicle 
Encounter, featuring 
more than 80 life-sized 
dinosaurs, story time, 
crafts, fossil digs and 
ATV and scooter rides.

And don’t forget to 
take your picture stand-
ing next to the original 
a m b u l a n c e  f r o m 

“Ghostbusters” or a rep-
lica of the Flintmobile 
from the cartoon “The 
Flintstones.”

The show, which 
opened to the public 
Sept. 17, runs 9 a.m. to 9 
p.m. Thursday through 
Saturday and concludes 
9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Sunday. 
Tickets are $20 for 
adults, $12 for seniors 
and $10 for children 3 to 
12. A family ticket at $50 
is good for two adults 
and three children.

Visit naias.com for 
more details and to reg-

ister for a chance to win 
a 2022 Chevy Corvette 
Z06 ,  2022  Dodge 

Challenger Hellcat or 
2023 Ford Bronco 
Raptor.

AUTO:
Continued from page 1A

ahee.com

edmund t. AHEE jewelers
20139 Mack Avenue  |  Grosse Pointe Woods  |  313-886-4600

Celebrate Life’s Special Moments
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Unique opportunity to not only own a prime Lakefront home you can also have peace of mind 
knowing your boat is tucked away safe in the canal just steps away from your back door. This 
meticulously maintained home has breathtaking unobstructed views of Lake St. Clair from the 
Kitchen, Great Room, and the Primary Suite. Canal structure (New 2003) guest suite/game room 
with a full bath and gas forced heat. Four bedrooms, three and a half baths, 2,900 sq. ft. $899,000.

Waterfront Home and Boat Dock

For your private showing contact 
Lori Chattinger

lchattinger@gmail.com
586-383-1437

https://lorisellsmichigan.com

45980 PRIVATE SHORE DRIVE, CHESTERFIELD, 48047
Approximately 30 minutes from the Grosse Pointes!

092222
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Upon fi rst hearing of a 
six-week unsupported 
bike trip across the coun-
try, now 16-year-old 
Shailee Simon remem-
bers thinking, “I don’t 
know why people would 
ever want to do that.” 
But as she settles into a 
new school year in 11th 
grade at Grosse Pointe 
North High School, she’s 
got the Arkansas fi re ant 
scars to prove she has.  

Simon — equipped 
with a Trek touring bike 
and perhaps a little less 
training than was sug-
gested — set off on the 
3,200 mile trip out of 
Savannah, Ga., June 25, 
traveling with eight 
other high school stu-
dents from across the 
country and two leaders 
as part of an Overland 
Summers program.

“It was probably one of 
the best experiences I’ll 
have,” she said. “That’s 
kind of why I did it. 
When else am I going to 
say I biked across the 
country?”

Stopping at each state 
sign for celebratory pho-
tos, the crew traversed a 
path through Georgia, 
Alabama, Mississippi, 
Arkansas, Oklahoma, 
New Mexico, Arizona 
and California, only 
three of which Simon 
had previously visited.

It was at the “Welcome 
to Arkansas” sign when 
she made the unlucky 
move to disembark her 
bike as it rolled through 
a fi re ant hill and they 
immediately swarmed 
her leg.

“The whole bottom of 
my leg just swelled up,” 
she recalled. “That night 
I had these huge bumps 
and it hurt so bad.”

Ye t  the 
tiny animal 
attack was 
perhaps the 
least of the 
challenges 
S i m o n 
faced, as the 
crew arose 
each  day 
around 4:30 
a .m.  and 
would push 
t h r o u g h 
until 8 or 9 
o’clock at 
night. They 
stayed at 
h o t e l s , 
c h u r c h e s 
and a few 
campsites.

“First light 
t y p i c a l l y 
was when they wanted to 
get up, kind of to beat 
the heat,” she explained. 
“It didn’t always work. 
Usually the heat beat 
us.”

During 
a two-day, 
111-mile 
t r e k 
s t r a i g h t 
across the 
M o j a v e 
D e s e r t , 
the heat 
r e a c h e d 
1 1 3 
degrees . 
S i m o n 
n e a r l y 
f a i n t e d 
o n c e 
when she 
came off 

her bike and was caught 
by those standing 
nearby.

“It was hard to drink 
water, because our 
water was boiling hot,” 
she said, adding this leg 
of the trip was the only 
time a van followed the 
bikers as a safety pre-
caution.

The path took Simon 
around the edge of the 
Rocky Mountains, to the 
highest elevation of the 
trip — 9,800 feet — at 
the continental divide 
and three days climbing 
up the San Gabriel 
Mountains, aside from a 
one-day side trip biking 
to the Grand Canyon.

“Just that your body 
can be put through such 

strenuous activities and 
you can do it,” was one 
of the Woods resident’s 
most impactful realiza-
tions from the trip.

Aug. 6, the crew rode 
into Santa Monica, 
Calif., where Simon’s 
family waited at the fi n-
ish line.

“I was actually really 
sad, because looking 
back, just the whole 
experience was so 
crazy, like it didn’t even 
feel real,” Simon said of 
her thoughts upon 
reaching the end of the 
journey. “I just say it felt 
like a fever dream. … 
I’m still sad. I still wish 
I was on it.”

When the trip com-
menced in Georgia, 

each rider dipped a tire 
in the Atlantic Ocean. 
Six weeks and 3,200 
miles later, they dipped 
the same tire in the 
Pacifi c Ocean.

“There was not a dry 
eye on the Santa Monica 
Pier,” Simon’s mother, 
Anne, recalled. “I mean, 
strangers were crying.”  

While a three-week 
European biking trip 
f r o m  M u n i c h  t o 
Barcelona and ending 
with a symbolic jump 
into the Mediterranean 
Sea also has her eye, 
Simon plans to focus on 
future programs involv-
ing marine biology, her 
desired field of study. 
She also is on North’s 
varsity volleyball team.

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

North student bikes from coast to coast

COURTESY PHOTOS

Six weeks after embarking from the Atlantic coast, the bikers celebrate by dipping their 
tires in the Pacifi c.

Shailee Simon bikes 3,200 miles across the country.

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS

Bank fraud
An unauthorized trans-

fer resulted in $66,732 
stolen from a 42-year-old 
Farms man’s checking 
account Thursday, Sept. 
8.

Finders keepers
As they were getting a 

ride home from their 
mother, two kids left their 
unlocked bikes at an area 
elementary school on a 
Friday and returned to 

fi nd them gone.
Secur i ty  foo tage 

showed a teenager with 
long brown hair riding 
the fi rst bike away at 9:30 
p.m. Friday, Sept. 9. He 
later returned with a 
group of teenagers and 
rode the second bike 
away.

One of the bikes was 
found near the school 
playground damaged 
beyond repair.

Trespassing
Despite having previ-

ous trespassing violations 
in the Farms, a 45-year-

old homeless woman 
tried to give officers a 
false name when she was 
reported for trespassing 
within a business in the 
19000 block of Mack at 
10:16 p.m. Monday, Sept. 
12.

After attempting to fol-
low officers out of the 
business carrying unpaid 
merchandise, she was 
arrested for trespassing 
and giving false informa-
tion to a police offi cer.

Co-worker threat
After a 26-year-old 

Harper Woods woman 
recently was let go from a 
business on the Hill, she 
began sending threaten-
ing texts to her previous 
co-worker, a 23-year-old 
Park woman, accusing 
the woman of getting her 
fired. The Park woman 
also received a threaten-
ing text from a number 
claiming to be the sus-
pect’s boyfriend.

See REPORTS, page 5A
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Car break-ins
After a report came in 

of fi ve subjects in hood-
ies looking into vehicles 
and trying door handles 
in the 400 block of 
Bournemouth at 3:02 
a.m. Thursday, Sept. 15, 
officers discovered a 
Jeep Compass, Dodge 
pickup and Chevrolet 
Equinox had been bro-
ken into.

Projectiles
A resident in the 300 

block of Ridgemont dis-
covered two small cross-
bow bolts in his yard last 
week. The man said he 
has had an ongoing prob-
lem with BBs being 
launched into his yard.

Car chase crash
When offi cers arrived 

to where a vehicle had 
crashed into a tree on the 
southside of Lakeshore 
at 5:03 a.m. Saturday, 
Sept. 17, the 16-year-old 
Detroit driver said driv-
ers of two Kias had been 
chasing and shooting at 
her in Detroit. She iden-
tifi ed one driver as “Dre” 
and said he steals Kias.

Video footage later 
showed the unknown 
Kia containing the sus-
p e c t s  c r a s h e d  a t 
Lakeshore and Moross, 
to the east of the Pier 
Park gate, before driving 
away.

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Farms Public Safety, 
(313) 885-2100.

City of Grosse Pointe

Store hit twice
A 39-year-old Detroit 

woman was cited after 
stealing $100 worth of 
groceries from a busi-
ness in the 16000 block 
of Kercheval at 3:40 p.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 10.

Less than three hours 
later, a 32-year-old 
Detroit woman stole $55 
worth of groceries from 
the same business, for 
which she also was cited.

Forgiving store
Two juveniles have 

been identified after 
security footage showed 
them stealing items from 
a business in the 17000 
block of Kercheval over 
two nights last week. The 
business did not press 
charges, but banned 
them from the store.

Garage thefts
A hedge trimmer, 

string trimmer, power 
washer and Trek bike 
were stolen from a 
detached garage in the 
900 block of Lincoln 
overnight Wednesday, 
Sept. 14.

Later in the week, a 
black Trek Checkpoint 
bike, Garmin GPS and 
Toshiba leaf blower were 
stolen from an unlocked, 
attached garage in the 
600 block of Washington 
between 1:45 and 4:25 
p.m. Saturday, Sept. 17.

Last but not least, that 
same day a men’s spe-
cialized bike, men’s Trek 
mountain bike and an 
Ego chainsaw, weed 
wacker and leaf blower 
were stolen from an 
unlocked,  at tached 
garage in the 400 block 
of Lakeland.

Fanny pack
An unknown suspect 

stole a fanny pack con-

taining $500 in cash from 
the previous day’s earn-
ings and a bottle of liquor 
from a business in the 
17000 block of Mack 
between 9 a.m. and 16 
p.m. Friday, Sept. 16.

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the City of 
Grosse Pointe Public 
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Shores

Nothing to report per 
dispatch.

— Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about crimes to the 
Grosse Pointe Shores 
P u b l i c  S a f e t y 
Department, (313) 881-
5500.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Cuts like a knife
A resident in the 1800 

block of Stanhope 
reported around noon 
Thursday, Sept. 15, that 
someone entered his 
vehicle and took $10 in 
assorted bills and a 
Smith & Wesson folding 
knife with a window 
punch and seatbelt cut-
ter worth $70.

The larceny occurred 
between 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Sept. 14, and 
10:15 a.m. the next day.

Black and blue
A woman in the 1700 

block of Prestwick 
reported around 4:45 
p.m. Thursday, Sept. 15, 
that vandals poured blue 
paint in her driveway 

and on the northeast cor-
ner of her house, and 
also marked the back of 
her vehicle in the drive-
way with black spray 
paint.

The incident occurred 
b e t w e e n  1 0  p . m . 
Wednesday, Sept. 14, and 
8 a.m. the following 
morning. The resident 
told officers she is not 
have problems with any-
one.

Creative theft
A vehicle was stolen 

from a driveway in the 
800 block of Crescent 
Lane between 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Sept. 15, and 
6:30 a.m. Friday, Sept. 
16.

The owner told offi cers 
the vehicle was locked 
and he has both sets of 
keys. The owner also 
said he paid cash for the 
vehicle, ruling out a repo 
situation.

-— Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Woods Public Safety, 
(313) 343-2400.

Grosse Pointe Park

Steals bike
Between 7:20 and 7:34 

p.m. Saturday, Sept. 10, 
an unknown person stole 
a $750 men’s Trek moun-
tain bike left unattended 
in the curbside median in 
the 1000 block of 
Buckingham.

“(The bike was) taken 
by a subject driving an 
older model, brown 
Chevrolet pickup,” said 
police.

Car break-ins
More than a half-

dozen car break-ins 
were reported overnight 
Tuesday, Sept 13, in the 
central part of town.

Thieves entered many 
of the vehicles by break-
ing windows. Victims 
reported miscellaneous 
items missing.

T w o  i n c i d e n t s 
occurred on each of the 
f o l l o w i n g  b l o c k s 
between 9 p.m. Sept. 13, 
and 9 a.m. the next day: 
1200 block of Bishop, 
1100 block of Yorkshire 
and at Pointe Park Place 
c o n d o m i n i u m s  o n 
Jefferson at Lakepointe 
one block from city hall.

A seventh incident 
happened in the 1000 
block of Lakepointe.

ATM thieves
Police from multiple 

jurisdictions have been 
trying to chase down 
four suspects in a sto-
len, blue Ford Raptor 
truck on suspicion of 
theft.

Grosse Pointe Park 
joined the parade at 
3:38 a.m. Saturday, 
Sept. 17.

An offi cer approached 
the group acting suspi-
ciously near the outdoor 
a u t o m a t i c  t e l l e r 
machine at Bank of 
A m e r i c a ,  1 5 0 1 0 
Jefferson.

“(They) fled in the 

vehicle,” according to 
police. “It was deter-
mined the suspects 
were attempting to steal 
the ATM.”

They escaped from a 
brief pursuit.

“The suspects have 
been involved in the 
thefts of multiple ATMs, 

vehicles and have fl ed 
from police on multiple 
occasions,” said a Park 
offi cer.

—Brad Lindberg
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Park Public Safety, 
(313) 822-7400.

REPORTS:
Continued from page 4A

than break even. I don’t 
try to make money on 
every program we have. 
I want to keep it afford-
able. But this was nice.”

Cleaning crew
Activi t ies  Sunday 

through Friday provide 
a nice revenue stream. 
Yet, they also present 
staffing challenges, 
such as cleaning the 
Lavins Activity Center, 
G o l d e n  F a m i l y 
Gymnasium, Meade 
Fitness Center, Okulski 
Family Theater, Carol C. 
Schaap Theater and 
Tomkins Community 
Center.

“We’re down on clean-
ing staff,” Craig said. 
“One of the most impor-
tant things to have in 
addition to front-desk 
staff to sign you up for 
programs is someone to 
keep the  bui ld ing 
clean.”

Options range from 

reassigning current 
staff, doubling-up staff 
assignments,  hiring 
more employees to con-
tracting an outside 
agency, the latter of 
which was done to mow 
grass on park grounds.

“With four to six pro-
grams a day, there’s not 
a lot of time to fi t some-
one in there to clean,” 
Craig said. “We’re get-
ting (bid) quotes to see 
what makes financial 
sense to see if we can 
bring somebody in.

“We had assistance 
from the department of 
public works to tackle 
items we haven’t had 
the staff or manpower 
t o  k n o c k  o u t . 
Subcontracted mowing 
has been going really 
well, too. The grounds 
look signifi cantly better. 
In the next month or so, 
DPW also will be look-
ing at our sprinkler sys-
tem throughout the 
park. There were issues 
with motors.”

Some motors may 
need to be replaced.

Continued from page 2A
FALL:
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Committee

The Hearing Loss 
Treatment Center

Senior Expo 2022
Experience Senior Life Today!

Thursday, October 6, 8:30a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Assumption Cultural Center  21800 Marter Road

St. Clair Shores / Grosse Pointe Woods

Broadcaster
 Lawyer 

Life Coach

9:30 a.m.
Presentation

SENIOR EXPO SPECIAL GUEST CHARLIE LANGTON

FREE!
 Over 50 Exhibitors & Give-aways

 Complimentary Luncheon and Raffle

 Community Resource Information

 Health and Wellness Screenings

 Senior SUPER Tent

Senior Expo 2022 is a community service of the Senior Expo Committee and
Assumption Cultural Center – (586) 779-6111

Lunch to Go: Marchiori Catering

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Terry Collins • GP School Board, 1222 Harvard Road, Grosse Pointe Park 

VISITTHEPARKGP.COM

ATD Medspa
Alma

Kitchen
Art
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Services

The Beauty
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Atwater In
The Park

Brosnan
Builders

SEE ALL THE PARK HAS TO EXPLORE...
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313.806.7848 

SERVING THE COMMUNITY
SINCE 1979

Taylor • Marlette • Clinton Twp.
Madison Hgts. • Shelby Twp. • Pigeon
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TractorsScooters
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313-882-SAFE (7233)
19261 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Woods, 48236
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The opinions expressed in letters and guest columns are not necessarily views shared by the Grosse Pointe News.

LETTERS
The Grosse Pointe News welcomes your letters to
the editor. All letters should be typed, double-spaced 
and signed. Letters longer than 250 words may be
edited for length. All letters may be edited for
content. We reserve the right to refuse any letter. 
Include daytime phone number for verifi cation
or questions. The deadline for letters is 3 p.m. 
Monday. Letters to the editor may by emailed to
editor@grossepointenews.com.

Setting the 
record straight
To the Editor:

I was disappointed in 
the “Cost Recovery” 
article written by Brad 
Lindberg in last week’s 
GPN. It did not reflect 
the true substance of 
the real issues.

The real issue: I do 
not believe that resi-
dents should have to 
pay for Public Safety 
services that are part of 
the normal responsibil-

ities and routine ser-
vices of our Public 
Safety Department. 
Residents already pay 
for those routine ser-
v ices  through our 
taxes. Nor do I favor 
e m p o w e r i n g  n o n -
elected officials in 
determining who is 
charged, and for what 
services.

While I do agree with 
my colleagues that the 
original intent of the 
ordinance to recover 
costs for services out-

side of day-to-day oper-
a t i o n s  m a y  b e 
necessary to protect 
the city from costs of 
extraordinary events, 
the initial draft pre-
sented to our commit-
tee did NOT reflect that 
perspective and my 
conviction to amend 
the language to reflect 
the original intent was 
warranted.

After much debate, 
two important changes 
were accepted by my 
colleagues to protect 
our residents: 1) add-
ing language exempt-
ing GPP residents from 
some cost recovery 
opportunities and #2) 
the revision of an 
appeal process that 
creates checks and bal-
ances to protect our 
residents.

In the past, we shared 
Public Safety adminis-
trative services with 
Grosse Pointe City to 
maximize efficiencies 
without impacting our 
residents financially or 

degrading the quality 
of service to our resi-
dents. Our focus should 
be where the savings 
are the greatest and 
seek to explore sharing 
more services with our 
neighbors.

CHRISTINE 
GALLAGHER

Grosse Pointe Park

Editors note:
 As noted in the arti-

cle to which Gallagher 
refers, the proposed 
ordinance’s cost recov-
ery efforts, which were 
the subject of the meet-
ing on August 16, 2022, 
did not include “normal 
responsibil i t ies and 
routine services of our 
P u b l i c  S a f e t y 
Department.”  The pro-
p o s e d  o r d i n a n c e ’ s 
updated language and 
the subject of Council’s 
review at that meeting 
addressed cost recov-
ery efforts related to 
services outside the 
scope of normal opera-
tions. 

O U R  V I E W

I
n a little over six weeks, Grosse Pointers 
will cast their votes for the district’s three 
open Board of Education seats. Beginning 
on page 17A of this week’s Grosse Pointe 
News, readers will fi nd comprehensive in-
formation from the interviews we conduct-

ed last month with each candidate. It is crucial resi-
dents give careful, well-researched consideration 
to these candidates before the Nov. 8 election.

Since the Pointes’ last local school board elec-
tion, voters and the board meant to represent 
them have become consumed with the national 
education controversies: masking and vaccination 
policies, critical race theory or a fi ll-in-the-blank 
topic the same set of “experts” endlessly argue 
about back and forth.

But the fact is, school boards should have much 
more of a macro role than the micro-management 
style ours has adopted the last few years. Yes, with 
COVID’s infl uence, the board did face unprece-
dented issues that forced us into the weeds. But 
it’s time to course correct.

 
Back to basics

Very crucially so, we must get back to basics for 
our district and school board. And we need to 
elect board members who understand what those 
central issues are and are prepared to focus on 
those assignments.

What do we mean by “basics?”
◆ It means we need our district to remain com-

mitted to academic excellence among its highest 
core values and goals. If we are not providing a 
means for each student, from magnet to special 
education, to reach their academic potential, or 
even exceed it, what are we even doing here? If 
we don’t establish specifi c, measurable goals, how 
can we expect anyone to achieve them?

◆ Our school principals and teachers must con-
tinue to take on the role of fostering welcoming 
learning environments in their buildings. In turn, 
our board can be responsible for ensuring data-
driven benchmarks are in place to demonstrate 
learning is indeed happening at the level and pace 
it should be in our district. 

◆ We need board members who will insist our 
district has a strategic plan that sets a high bar for 
student achievement by providing clear and mea-
surable academic goals. Our board must hold our 
administration’s feet to the fi re and ensure they 
are strategically committed to improving math 
and reading profi ciency scores, as well as PSAT, 

Board of Ed 
elections can 
help district 
get back to 
basics 

ILLUSTRATION BY KEN SCHOP

ACT, SAT and AP scores across the district.
◆ We need board members who are willing to 

hold our superintendent and administrators 
accountable to a higher standard than the state 
does with its non-transparent “highly effective” 
ratings.

◆ We need board members who will support the 
core value of academic excellence and not get dis-
tracted or infl uenced by the loudest voices, whose 
opinion often does not represent what the major-
ity of parents and students think in our district. 

Enrollment decline
We should look for candidates with achievable 

ideas about our enrollment decline that pare down 
to — you guessed it — the basics.

Let’s start at the beginning with families we 
once had in GPPSS. We must fi nd out why they 
left and entice them back.

The BOE should have members who support the 
idea of requiring our district to reach out in a for-
malized way to every family that has left. The 
same families who for years never received so 
much as a phone call from the district. While our 
school system has made a recent move to speak 
to families that left during COVID, the protocol 
needs to become formalized, transparent and 
reportable with data we can use to stop the bleed-
ing as we move forward.

Instead of focusing on “affordable” housing 
(and how would we defi ne that?), we believe our 
BOE should support ways to capture young fami-
lies in the Pointes just getting started, through 
methods like an Early Childhood Education pro-
gram. This likely will require a review of fi nances 
and creative thinking to make this a possibility 
here.

We need sound business people on our board 
who are willing to make informed fi nancial deci-
sions, and not reactionary ones, for the district.

 
Financial stewardship

Speaking of fi nances, we have a lot to fi gure out. 
Borrowing from Peter to pay Paul is not how a 
district should present a balanced budget. We 
need board members with tremendous fi nancial 
savvy and expertise, who are willing to critically 

analyze where monies are being spent. They need 
to intimately understand the best ways to maxi-
mize our existing resources to benefi t our teach-
ers and students, and not make plans that rely on 
future borrowing, like through a bond.

 
Trades program

We need BOE members who understand the 
importance of offering our students a career 
option in the trades, an idea that aligns with cre-
ating an optimum learning environment and cul-
ture of academic excellence. Plainly said, schools 
that invest in programs where students can get 
hands-on career training tend to keep students in 
school versus districts that don’t.

But beyond support, we need board members 
who have ideas for how to enhance a trades pro-
gram, such as through partnering with businesses 
or hosting annual job fairs for interested students.

But talk is cheap. We implore you to vote for 
school board members who will most effectively 
tackle our district’s most essential tasks of rees-
tablishing academic excellence, fi duciary account-
ability and enrollment growth.

Take a look at these candidates’ track records. 
See if they breed success in their professional 
endeavors. Are they good neighbors and active in 
our schools? Can they coexist with everyone on 
the board and stay effective, even with those with 
whom they disagree?

When you fi ll out your ballot, be sure to vote for 
candidates who insist on academic excellence in 
our schools, not for ones who believe good is 
equivalent to the best. Elect board members who 
understand how sound fi nances work. Vote for 
candidates who have specifi c, attainable goals in 
mind to stop our enrollment decline and have the 
skill set to help establish an innovative trades pro-
gram.

We need new board members who are interested 
in setting an equally-high standard of excellence 
for our superintendent and administration as they 
do for our awesome students and teachers.

Our kids, schools and community are depending 
on us to elect the candidates who will lead our 
district back to unparalleled excellence. Let’s not 
fail them Nov. 8. 

GROSSE POINTE’S BEST OF THE BEST
• AHEE • APPLE BLOSSOM BABY • ASHBY’S • ATWATER BREWERY • BACKER LANDSCAPING •

• THE BRICKS • CAPRICIOUS • GLITTER & SCOTCH • IRISH COFFEE • LALONDE JEWELERS •

• LUXE • MOOSEJAW • PINK ELEPHANT • PURE BEAUTY • SMALL FAVORS • VILLAGE PALM •
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Grosse Pointe offers so many great choices of where to shop, eat and play, it’s no wonder it’s hard to decide 
what to try next. Be sure to read all about what our readers voted as the 2022 Grosse Pointe News’ “Best of 
the Best” in this week’s special section.
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I  S AY  By Renee Landuyt

L
ove, loving, 
lovable, love-
ly, loveliness, 
l o v i n g l y . 
A d j e c t i v e , 
noun, verb. 

These are variations of 
the word love. Where do 
you fi nd love? In the eyes 
of your child? In the heart 
of your spouse? In the 
wag of your dog’s tail? In 
a word, a prayer, an ac-
tion?

Love isn’t just roman-

tic; it’s human. It’s a 
need, an emotion; it’s 
necessary.

We lump love into one 
c a t e g o r y  b u t  w e 
shouldn’t, because there 
are many types of love. 
For instance, there is the 
love you feel for your 
sibling, friend or pet. 
There is the love you 
state when feeling good 
about something, the 
love of a place, a sport or 
a good book.

It’s interesting how we 
use the word “love” and 
the word “hate,” the 
intensity minimized by 
saying things like, “I love 
that dress” or “I love ice 
cream” or “I hate math” 
or just the exclamation, 
“I love that!” We love 
that first bite of some-
thing delicious. We love 
the new couch or bike or 

tablet we just bought. Or 
the vacation we just 
went on. We also love the 
idea of something or 
someone.

Love is in the sweet 
gesture of a friend who 
calls just to say hello, an 
unexpected card in the 
mail, an act of kindness 
you witness or perform. 
Love is the fl uttering of 
your heart when you fall 
in love, the quickness of 
your breath when a cer-
tain person appears. 
Love can radiate from 
you, lift you up, be held 
onto and shared.

Literally and figura-
tively, love is the com-
pass we use to fi nd our 
way home. It’s also the 
light that keeps out the 
darkness. Love is the 
house your parents built 
that you grew up in and 

it’s the house you built 
as an grownup. 

Love is our mom tuck-
ing us in when we’re lit-
tle, our dad cheering us 
on when he teaches us to 
ride a bike and watching 
your parents love your 
children. And, yes, some-
times love is mixed with 
grief and when you don’t 
think your heart can 
take another minute of 
the pain, it’s love that 
brings us back, heals our 
hearts, heals our minds 
and salves our wounds. 
Love is the bandage we 
put on something to 
bring it back to whole. It 
is what will conquer fear 
if we let it.

Love is a mix of bright 
colors. It’s big and loud 
and jazzy and yet, it’s 
also quiet and calm and 
steady.

Love is compassion 
and empathy. It’s sitting 
with someone when they 
need to vent or need a 
shoulder, and being 
there when they need 
someone to believe in 
them. It’s sitting by their 
bedside when they’re 
sick, motivating them 
forward and not judging 
someone for being dif-
ferent. Love is coming 
on strong and backing 
off when necessary.

Love is holding a hand, 
sitting in a church at a 
wedding and sitting in a 
church at a funeral. Love 
is saying hello and good-
bye. If you open your 
heart and mind to it, love 
can shift your world and 
your worldview.

Love can’t live where 
hate lives. Love is not 
division and love is not 

selfi sh or too busy. When 
we give love away, it 
comes back to us and 
that is a double gift.

Love is an action word. 
Take action for who or 
what you love, including 
yourself. If you don’t 
love yourself, how can 
you expect anyone else 
to?

They say the opposite 
of love is indifference. 
Hate is almost as bad. 
Both are negative and 
painful. Love is positive. 
I get that we are all 
human and can feel all 
these things, but under-
neath all these feelings, 
love needs to reside 
within each of us. It 
needs to be our base. 
Love is the gift we have 
to give. Give it away in 
large portions. Don’t 
keep it to yourself.

What does love mean to you?

1947
75 years ago this week

TO SUBMIT WAR 
MEMORIAL PLAN: It 
has been learned that a 
lot of unpublicized work 
and general planning 
has been going on lately 
in connection with the 
prospective develop-
ment of the Murray 
Sa les  proper ty  a t 
L incoln  Road and 
Jefferson Avenue as a 
public library and a 
memorial to the Grosse 
Pointe service men and 

women of World War II. 
This property has now 
been conveyed to the 
Grosse Pointe Board of 
Education by its owner, 
Mr. Sales, subject to his 
life tenure as his resi-
dence.

1972
50 years ago this week

P O I N T E R S  W I N 
CANADA CUP: The 
Canada Cup has come 
home. For Pointer Llwyd 
Ecclestone Jr.’s 39-foot 
custom sloop Dynamite 

defeated Gordon Fisher’s 
Mirage by a minute in the 
fourth and tie-breaking 
race of the cup series, to 
bring the coveted trophy 
to Detroit.

1997
25 years ago this week

RECYCLING GROUP 
READY TO DECLARE 
VICTORY, DISBAND:
Like the Lone Ranger, the 
board of directors of 
Grosse Pointe Citizens 
for Recycling has cleaned 
up the town and is ready 

to ride into the sunset 
after a job well-done. 
Fran Schonenberg, chair-
man of the board, said 
the group has done what 
it set out to do — make 
recycling in Grosse 
Pointe an everyday fact 
of life. With that in mind, 
the board of directors 
will present a resolution 
to disband to the rank 
and fi le at the Sept. 25 
meeting.

2012
10 years ago this week

WE ARE MOVING: 
The offi ces of the Grosse 
Pointe News are moving 
to Grosse Pointe Woods 
this week. Beginning 

Monday, Oct. 1, the 
offices will be open 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays 
at 21316 Mack Avenue, 
just north of Vernier. 

YESTERDAY’S HEADLINES

Ready to learn more? 

Contact us for more information:

Could you be a part of the 
next vaccine breakthrough?
mRNA vaccines have changed the way we fight infectious 
diseases. We’re looking for participants for a phase 3 research 
study for an investigational flu vaccine using mRNA technology.

Research is ongoing to evaluate an investigational mRNA flu vaccine. By 
participating in this study, you can help us learn whether this investigational 
vaccine is safe and can help the body produce antibodies which may help fight
off the flu. You may be eligible for this six month study if you are at least 18 years
of age or older, are generally healthy or have stable chronic conditions, and have 
not received an investigational or licensed flu vaccine in the last six months.
Eligible participants will be compensated for their time.

Ascension St. John Hospital
Vaccine Research Unit
19251 Mack Ave., Suite 380
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236

© Ascension 2022. All rights reserved.

Call 313-343-6311 or email us at
IDResearchStJohn@ascension.org

092222

Your Comfort Is Our GoalYour Comfort Is Our Goal
••  HeatingHeating  ••  CoolingCooling  ••  Humidifi ers Humidifi ers 

••  Air CleanersAir Cleaners  ••  Rheem Air ConditionersRheem Air Conditioners

586-293-6883586-293-6883
PriebeMechanical.comPriebeMechanical.com

Heating & CoolingHeating & Cooling

CALL TODAY 
FOR FREE 

QUOTE

Offering GeneratorsOffering Generators

092222
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GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — When prelimi-
n a r y  p l a n s  w e r e 
announced last February 
to separate the sewer sys-
tem north of Moross in 
the Farms — as well as 
those on Mount Vernon, 
McMillian and McKinley 
— a major component 
was a force main intended 
t o  c a r r y 
stormwater from a new 
pumping station to be 
constructed at Moross 
and Chalfonte down the 
length of Moross to an 
output into Lake St. Clair.

While the planned 
l o c a t i o n  f o r  t h e 
pumping station still 
stands, a memorandum 
of understanding has 
been reached between 
Farms city council and 
the Country Club of 

Detroit to establish an 
easement along the edge 
of the CCD property con-
taining the force main.

While plans still are in 
the preliminary stage, 
the main, which is 48 
inches in diameter, is set 
t o  e x i t  C C D 
property, travel slightly 
down Kercheval and 
then take Tonnancour 
down to the lake.

“This  is  a  very 
important fi rst step for us 
to get going on the sewer 
improvement project that 
we’ve been talking about 
for years,” Mayor Louis 
Theros said.

The placement of the 
force main along CCD’s 
property instead of 
Moross is projected to 
result in roughly a $1.5 
million cost savings, City 
Attorney William Burgess 
reported, as well as the 
minimization of traffic 

disruption. It also could 
enable construction on 
the property within one 
winter season.

As part  of  the 
a g r e e m e n t ,  C C D 
expressed interest in 
beginning to use raw, 
untreated water for the 
irrigation of its golf 
course rather than the 
t r e a t e d  w a t e r  i t 
currently purchases from 
the city. To this end, the 
memorandum of under-
standing includes prelim-
inary plans for the city to 
construct a new raw 
water pump station and a 
water line to deliver raw 
water to the CCD pump 
house.

“The current MOU is 
the result of over ten 
years of continued dis-
cussions between the city 
and club, representing a 
mutually beneficial 
arrangement that will 
secure a highly desired 
source of untreated 
water, which the club has 
not had access to since 
the closure of the 
Highland Park line in 
2012,” reads a statement 
from the CDD board of 
directors. “This will also 
provide the city with an 
economically advanta-
geous route to move 
stormwater back to Lake 
St. Clair, assisting to miti-
gate the amount of storm-
water needing treatment 
by the Great Lakes Water 
Authority.”

The use of raw water 
also will allow the club to 
use less artifi cial fertilizer.

“The benefit of using 
raw water for irrigation 
purposes is that we reduce 
environmental contami-
nants, which currently 
come into the groundwa-
ter through runoff,” 
Burgess said. “ … And 
then lastly, this is a projec-
tion, we believe that it’s 
likely that a reduced vol-
ume of water overall will 
be used for purposes of 
irrigation.”

A public hearing before 
F a r m s  c i t y 
council on the preliminary 
site plan is anticipated for 
late this year or early next, 
which then will kick off 
additional engineering 
and construction cost 
planning.

As the fi rst major step 
toward separation of the 
inland district, the project 
is expected to commence 
a year from now, in 
October 2023. Initial esti-
mates show the efforts 
may take up to 30 percent 
of rain water out of the 
combined system, instead 
directly discharging it to 
the lake.

CCD to play large role in Farms 
inland district sewer separation
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

PHOTO BY BRAD LINDBERG

A public works crew carries out instructions to clear 
alleys constricted by overgrown limbs and vines. 
“We already did the south side (of town below 
Jefferson) and are working our way through the 
north side,” said Jason Burtle, alternate crew chief 
for Grosse Pointe Park public works. His crew 
worked Thursday, Sept. 15, in an alley between the 
1000 blocks of Beaconsfi eld and Lakepointe. “Alleys 
are a big priority for DPW to be cleaned up,” said 
Public Works Supervisor Tom Jenny last month. 
Some alleys are too clogged with clutter to admit ve-
hicle passage, he said.

Clearing alleys

GROSSE POINTE 
PARK — The trend con-
tinues for boat well rate 
hikes.

Seasonal rental fees at 
Windmill Pointe Park 
marina are increasing 3 
to 5 percent next year.

The marina has 270 
slips for boats up to 55 
feet long at fees from 
$643 to $3,195 per year, 
according to a price list 
in the marina section of 
the municipal website, 
grossepointepark.org.

“We realize we can’t 
keep increasing 5 per-
cent every year and not 
give something back to 
boaters to see a signifi -
cant change in the 
marina,” said Chad 
Craig, director of parks 
and recreation.

He was referring to a 

fi ve-year strategy to eval-
uate the current marina, 
develop a renovation or 
replacement plan in con-
junction with funding 
sources, resulting, if pos-
sible, in a new, updated 
and possibly reconfig-
ured marina five years 
from now.

Contracts to renew 
leases are being sent out 
soon.

“I’m planning on put-
ting those out to all 
returning boat well own-
ers,” said Chris Delmege, 
park supervisor in charge 
of the marina.

Rental fees are a big 
component of any reno-
vation and funding plan.

“You’re talking about a 
brand new, state-of-the 
art facility,” Craig said, 
“meaning you’re going to 
be the most expensive or 
as expensive as anyone 
else around here. If we 

build something new, it’s 
with the understanding 
prices will change.”

Boaters fi ve years from 
now also may pay higher 
fees to compensate for 
fewer but wider wells.

“You’re probably going 
to lose some wells 
because of how much 
larger boats are now 
than what we currently 
have in there,” Craig 
said.

Park administrators 
have been maintaining 
the marina in the most 
cost-effective way in an 
attempt to build up fi nan-
cial reserves.

“We’ve been doing the 
bare minimum because 
we want to build that 
back up so in case an 
emergency comes up or 
a big project — to dredge 
or a transformer issue — 
we’ve got the reserve to 
go into,” Craig said.

Well fees on the rise
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

PROTECTING
public schools

ENSURING
all our kids thrive

SOLVING
problems together
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A regular meeting of the City Council for the City of Grosse Pointe Farms was held at City Hall, 
90 Kerby Road and called to order at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September 13, 2022, by Mayor Louis 
Theros.

Present: Mayor Louis Theros, Mayor Pro Tem John J. Gillooly Councilmembers Sierra Leone 
Donaven, Neil Sroka, Beth Konrad-Wilberding,  Joe Ricci and Lev Wood. Absent: None.

Council approved the Minutes of the Regular Meeting held on August 8, 2022.

Administration informed City Council the applicant from 42 Hendrie Lane had withdrawn their 
variance request and the scheduled Public Hearing was cancelled.

Council considered and approved a request from 18666 Mack Avenue (Irish Coffee) regarding 
improvements to the existing outdoor dining area on the property.

Council heard a presentation of the Master Plan Community Survey Results by the City’s planning 
consultant.

Council approved the POAM Collective Bargaining Agreement.

Council awarded a contract for the landscaping of the Pier Park Playscape to be installed this Fall.

Council approved the Consent Agenda.

 a)  Consideration of a request to approve the budgeted expenditure of $41,938 for 
the purchase of a 2022 Ford Explorer (Civilian Model) to replace the Public Safety 
Director’s current vehicle.

 b)  Consideration of a request to approve the budgeted expenditure of $82,576 for the 
purchase of two 2022 Chevrolet Tahoe’s to replace current vehicles.

 c)  Consideration of a Mayoral Proclamation declaring September 17-23, 2022 
“Constitution Week”.

 d) Consideration of a request to approve August 2022 invoices.

Council approved a request regarding Public Act 51 Annual Certifi cation of Employee Related 
Conditions.

Council received the August. 2022 Public Safety Report.

Council held public comment.

City Council went into Closed Session.

City Council returned from Closed Session.

City Council approved a memorandum of understanding with the Country Club of Detroit for an 
easement related to infrastructure.

City Council adjourned the meeting at 8:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, Derrick Kozicki, Assistant City Manager and City Clerk

Published: Grosse Pointe News 9/22/2022

CITY OF GROSSE POINTE FARMS
CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING SUMMARY

Tuesday September 13, 2022Regular Meeting 7:00 p.m.

DREAM IT. DESIGN IT. BUILD IT.

20485 Mack Ave • Grosse Pointe Woods  • 313-332-0549 
A Connell Company

www.pointedesigns.com

COME SEE OUR NEW
EXPANDED SHOWROOM on MACK AVE!

Featuring many new items and displays including
German made Haecker cabinetry. 

Five designers on staff to serve your remodeling needs.

092222
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GROSSE POINTE 
PARK — There’s still no 
ruling from the state 
about the city installing a 
special sewer valve to 
dump excess storm water 
directly into Lake St. Clair 
rather than risk backups 
into basements, as hap-
pened twice during the 
summer of 2021.

Grosse Pointe Park offi -
cials and their engineer-
ing consultants from 
OHM Advisors have been 
meeting with the state this 
year about obtaining a 
permit to install an 
extreme emergency relief 
valve at Patterson Park.

“We have a meeting 
next Thursday, (Sept. 
22),” said Nancy Russell, 
an OHM project engineer.

“My goal is to have this 
(valve) in the ground by 
the next rainy season,” 
said Councilman Max 
Wiener, taking the lead as 
chairman of the munici-
pal infrastructure com-
mittee.

Yet, regulators with the 
state department of 
Environment, Great 
Lakes and Energy (EGLE) 
want more empirical data 
of rain-generated sewer 
flows to forecast the 
valve’s effectiveness and 
environmental impact.

“We haven’t had the 
rain EGLE was hoping we 
would get,” said Nick 

Sizeland, city manager. 
“So, what we’ve done is 
taken three years of his-
torical (rain) data and 
(asked them for) condi-
tional approval.”

He believes the city is 
on track.

“It sounds like we have 
their approval,” said 
Councilwoman Christine 
Gallagher.

“We’re getting close,” 
Sizeland said.

“We should have a per-
mit, then, within the next 
30 days?” asked Gallagher.

“We can’t speak on 
EGLE’s behalf on that,” 
said Wiener.

In the meantime, engi-
neers and subcontractors 
were scheduled to join 
city staff this week to put 
the stormwater pumping 
station at Patterson Park 
through its paces.

A full-system evaluation 
slated Wednesday and 
Thursday, Sept. 21 and 22, 
after this week’s Grosse 
Pointe News deadline, 
consists of documenting 
the performance of the 
station and its SCADA 
(supervisory control and 
data acquisition) control 
system of computers and 
related technology.

“This work will include 
iden t i fy ing  fu ture 
upgrades to accommo-
date system moderniza-
tion,” Droze said. “This 
will also include consider-
ation for the addition of 
pumps.”

Plugging away 
at sewer relief
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Welcoming more than 120 cars and 700 people last year, the 15th annual Grosse Pointe Concours 
d’Elegance returns Sunday, Sept. 25.

Free to attend and open to the public, the car show will be noon to 3 p.m. at Pier Park, with a parade of 
cars down Kercheval at 11:30 a.m.

While the cars were displayed in the parking lot last year due to rain earlier in the week, the show will 
return to the lawn this weekend. While supplies last, free hot dogs, soda and chips will be offered. 

Anyone interested in registering a car may do so online for free at grossepointefarmsfoundation.org.

GROSSE POINTE 
PARK — The lowest of 
four bidders won a con-
tract to replace the leaky 
and break prone stretch 
of water main on Mack 
between Kensington and 
Cadieux.

“We’ll meet with them 
and get a schedule,” said 
Patrick Droze, project 
manager  at  OHM 
Advisors, the city’s con-
sulting engineers. “It 
should be done by the end 
of this year.”

“We’re not patching,” 
said City Manager Nick 
Sizeland. “We’re actually 
replacing the entire 
stretch. It’s something we 
can hopefully do a lot 
more of in the future.”

“It’s the first whole 
water main rebuild in the 
city since 1985,” said 
Councilman Max Wiener.

Park council members 
chose the bidder, Inner 
City Contracting of 
Detroit, at a cost of 
$454,473.

“While they are on site, 
they will be replacing six 
lead service lines, saving 
the city $5,000 or $6,000 
per line,” Sizeland said.

Other bids ranged up to 
$689,962.

The four-block stretch 
of water main being 
replaced is the source of 
more breaks — 20 in the 
last 10 years — than in 
any other area of the city.

A tabulation of citywide 
water loss due to broken 
mains during the period 
totals 46 million gallons, 
according to Sizeland. 

Water in the Mack 
replacement area cost 
$1.5 million.

“This is the biggest, 
most pressing water issue 
we identified,” said 
Wiener, not wanting peo-
ple to confuse it with 
pending sewer renova-
tions. “Water main breaks 
cost the city a tremendous 
amount of money. Water’s 
going down the drain.”

In awarding the job to 
Inner City, Park offi cials 
relied partly on their 
record with the contrac-
tor and partly on advice 
from municipal consult-
ing engineers, OHM 
Advisors.

“The city has worked 
w i t h  I n n e r  C i t y 
Contractors on recent 
projects and we under-
stand a generally favor-
a b l e  c o n t r a c t i n g 
experience,” said Patrick 
Droze, OHN project man-
ager.

Several references 
checked out, including 
from Oakland County 
and Detroit for water ser-
vice work, plus Ecorse 
and the state of Michigan, 
according to Droze.

The job on Mack con-
sists of installing 1,667 
feet of PVC pipe to replace 
a decades-old cast iron 
main, which becomes 
brittle with age.

Inner City undercut:
◆ a $593,272 bid by 

Bridgare Contractors of 
Plymouth,

◆ a 623,246 bid from 
FDM Contracting of 
Shelby Township and

◆ a $689,962 bid by 
Bricco Excavating of Oak 
Park.

First water 
main redo 
in 37 years
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Sewer cleaning moves above Jefferson
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE 
PARK — Consulting 
engineers this week 
gave the city council 

what is expected to be 
one of the last status 
reports on citywide 
sewer cleaning.

The monthly report 
covers the weeks from 
Aug. 8 through Sept. 23.

While cleaning, crews 
made a cursory review 
of the city’s sewer and 
stormwater infrastruc-
ture.

“Over the next period, 
work is expected to 

complete,” according to 
the update by Patrick 
Droze, an engineer and 
project manager with 
OHM Advisors.

See SEWER, page 10A

Concours d’Elegance is this weekend

One night  

that launches  

thousands of  

incredible journeys.

Thursday, October 13, 2022

Grosse Pointe Yacht Club

Join us at the Take The Helm Annual Gala. For more than 44 years,
The Helm has been helping older adults in our community make the 
most of every day. You’re invited to Take The Helm for an evening of 
fun, friendship and philanthropy to help others make every day  
as fulfilling as possible.

Take The Helm

26
th

 Annual Gala

Reserve your tickets at:

HELMGALA.CBO.IO or call 313-882-9600

092222
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GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — Officials 
hope a spate of vandal-
ism at Ghesquiere 
Park will come to an 
end with the installa-
tion of a new closed-
c i r c u i t  t e l e v i s i o n 
monitoring system. 
City council approved 
the project at its meet-
ing Sept. 12, approving 
a contract for $18,461 
with Pointe Alarm.

“This will provide 
immediate relief to our 
public safety dispatch-
ers because they won’t 

have to monitor the 
park anymore,” Public 
Services Director Jim 
Kowalski said. “It will 
also help our detec-
tives when they have 
to look through foot-
age to fi nd suspects.”

The city also will pay 
Pointe Alarm $737.94 
to monitor the system 
around the clock.

“Our dispatchers are 
busy taking calls and 
checking on inmates in 
the jail, so this will 
make it easier on 
them,” Kowalski said. 
“And our  current 
system is pretty out-
dated. It doesn’t have 

v e r y  g o o d  n i g h t 
vision.”

Examples of recent 
vandalism in the park 
include holes kicked in 
the boards surround-
ing the ice rink, graf-
fi ti, broken sinks in the 
bathrooms, soap dis-
pensers torn off walls 
and broken sections of 
bleachers around the 
ballfi elds.

“We end up paying 
money every time to 
make the repairs,” 
Kowalski said.

The new cameras, 
seven in total, will be 
placed at each entrance 
to the park.

“These are highly 
sensitive infrared cam-
eras, so the person 
monitoring them will 
easily be able to tell if 
there’s movement and 
will be able to differen-
tiate between animals 
a n d  h u m a n s , ” 
Kowalski said. “If they 
see someone in there 
after hours, they can 
call dispatch and tell 
them exactly where to 
send an offi cer.”

The system will have 
a strobe light that will 
activate when motion 
is detected, as well as 
a loudspeaker.

“The folks at Pointe 

Alarm can use that to 
w a r n  p e o p l e , ” 
Kowalski noted. “They 
can jump on there and 
just say, ‘The park is 
closed. You need to 
leave now.’”

If vandalism is com-
mitted, detectives will 
have an easier time 
identifying suspects.

“Our current system 
doesn’t have the ability 
to detect motion,” 
Kowalski said. “If 
detectives know some-
thing happened within 
say, a six-hour time 
frame, they have to go 
through the whole six 
hours. This one will 

have a time stamp and 
they’ll be able to pull 
the exact frame they 
need.”

T h e  s y s t e m  i s 
expected to be up and 
running wi thin  a 
month.

Council also voted to 
spend $10,000 for a 
new PVC liner in the 
rectangular baby pool 
at Lake Front Park. 
The current liner was 
patched to get i t 
through the recently 
ended swimming sea-
son, but the problem 
was causing a signifi -
cant amount of water 
loss.

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

Ghesquiere Park getting new cameras

The update states that 
video inspection of 
accessible portions of 

230,000 feet of sanitary 
sewer lines is complete.

“A p p r o x i m a t e l y 
50,000 (25 percent) of 
sanitary sewer could 
not be inspected due to 
inaccessible structures 

or heavy debris that 
requires  addit ional 
cleaning,” Droze said. 
“Current efforts are pri-
marily focused on per-
forming addi t ional 
heavy cleaning of sew-

ers previously attempted 
for inspection.”

Work is  f inished 
below Jefferson. Crews 
are focused through 
October in neighbor-
hoods above Jefferson. 
On the morning of 
Monday, Sept. 19, two 
crews in garbage truck-
sized vehicles vacu-
umed sewers on St. Paul 
a few blocks east of the 
D e f e r  E l e m e n t a r y 
School playground.

Almost  f rom the 
beginning of Droze’s 
monthly reports start-
ing last year, a refrain 
has been accounts of 
the diffi culty, and often 
inability, of a subcon-
tractor,  Pipetek, to 
snake  remote -con -
trolled video cameras 
unimpeded through the 
city’s sewer network. 
Much of the system 
dates back close to 100 
years, according to Park 
offi cials.

Stormwater and sani-
tary discharges vie for 
space with tree roots, 
clumps of hardened 
dirt, leaves and more.

“(Pipetek) has had 
limited success getting 

through entire seg-
ments without addi-
tional debris removal,” 
Droze told the city 
council Monday, Sept. 
19. “These segments 
will be identified for 
future cleaning.”

P ipe tek  removed 
more than 800 cubic 
yards of foreign mate-
rial from throughout the 
network, according to 
Droze.

Some 99 percent of 
debris was removed 
since last  month’s 
update, he added.

Inspection and clean-
ing have so far con-
sumed 81 percent of the 
project’s contract price. 
Some $35,000 remains 
in the contract for 
Pipetek’s portion of the 
job.

“This month we’ll 
wrap up with Pipetek,” 
Droze said.

On deck
Now that most of the 

sewer system has been 
inspected and is being 
made more accessible 
through cleaning, the 
next step is to evaluate 
its condition, or asset 

management.
Droze proposed:
◆ identifying specifi c 

structural defects,
◆  r ecommending 

methods of rehabilita-
tion, such as everything 
from spot liners, spray-
in liners, pipe joint 
grouting and open cut 
repairs;

◆ determining the 
cost of rehabilitation 
and

◆ prioritizing repairs 
to be made next year.

“OHM is developing 
fi ve and 20-year horizon 
capital improvement 
programs to establish a 
framework of projects 
gig forward,” Droze 
said.

Counc i lman  Max 
Wiener, chairman of the 
infrastructure commit-
tee, intends to develop a 
regular practice of 
sewer inspections and 
cleaning, most likely by 
dividing the city into 
districts, sewers to be 
tended annually on a 
rotating basis.

A  c o m p a r a b l e 
approach is taken by 
the city forester for tree 
trimming.

Continued from page 9A
SEWER:

Flo Abke, GRIFlo Abke, GRI
Offi ce: Offi ce: ((586586))774-2300    Cell: 774-2300    Cell: ((313313))378-3376378-3376

www.fl oabke.comwww.fl oabke.com

New Ranch Condo
$408,900

Absolutely beautiful 2 bedroom condo built in 2020 
that was the builder’s model. Located in exclusive 
gated community! This condo has so many upgrades 
and offers a spacious open fl oor plan, large entry 
foyer, custom wood fl oors, beautiful fi replace in great 
room, attractive kitchen with custom island (bar 
stools stay), large pantry and top of the line stainless 
steel stove, refrigerator, microwave and dishwasher, 
spacious dining area, nice offi ce/den with French 
doors, large basement with toilet and shower hook-
ups and egress window, primary suite with huge 
walk-in closet and large full bath, fi rst fl oor laundry 
room, 2 full baths, nice private deck, central air and 
more. Condo complex has private entrance to George 
George Park. Rugs and wall art are included if buyer 
would like to have. $200/mo. maintenance fee incls. 
outside maintenance. Pets are allowed.

092222

40602 TULIP TRACE CLINTON TOWNSHIP

 Teens with a permit or license are eligible. 

www.teenstreetskills.org

SAFETY TIP #4

092222

You are driving on a 3 lane highway in heavy 
rain, so which lane should you be driving in?
The CENTER lane. Why? Because highways are 
crowned so that the center lane is the highest point 
and water will fl ow off to the lanes on either side 
leaving more accumulated water in those lanes.

My 19 year old had 
your class at age 15. 

He encountered a 
bump in the road on 

696 late at night 
and evaded it 
successfully.”

“Coffee with Joe”
is Back!

to discuss issues in 
Grosse Pointe Farms

092222

Wednesday Sept. 28, 2022
4pm-5pm • Kerby Field
(between Mack and Chalfonte) Cof-
fee and Cookies for all!
Contact joericci1@aol.com for further details.

Joe Ricci Farms Councilman aka fmr. Mayor Pro-Tem

Joe
Listens!

Topics:
• Sea Wall Repair
• Road Construction
• Water Run Off Updates
Special Guest
Sean Cotton
GP School Board Candidate

CITY OF HARPER WOODS
WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN

SYNOPSIS: REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
SEPTEMBER 7, 2022

The regular City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Valerie Kindle at 7:00 P.M.

ROLL CALL: All Councilpersons were present.

MOTIONS PASSED
1) To receive, approve and fi le the minutes of the regular City Council meeting held August 8, 
2022 and furthermore receive and fi le the minutes of the Library Board meeting held on June 
16, 2022.
2) To approve the 2023 Budget Meeting Schedule with workshops to be held at regular  meetings 
on October 3, and October 17, and, only if necessary, to hold special meetings on October 10 
and October 24 and further to hold a public hearing on the 2023 Budget on November 7, 2022.
3) to designate Mayor Kindle as the City’s offi cial delegate at the Michigan Municipal League’s 
Annual Meeting to be held during the October 19 through 21, 2022 convention.
4) That the agenda of the regular City Council meeting having been acted upon, the meeting is 
hereby adjourned at 8:04 p.m. 

RESOLUTIONS PASSED
1) (1) approve the Accounts Payable/Payroll Vendor listing for Check Numbers 125166 through 
125388 in the amount of $1,037,719.22 as submitted by the City Manager and Finance Director, 
and further, authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the listing. (2) approve payment to 
Michigan Supreme Court Finance in the amount of $5,399.07 for software support on the 
district court’s computer system. (3) .  approve payment to Nu Appearance Maintenance, Inc. 
in the amount of $8,542.49 for contractual lawn cutting and weed maintenance in various areas 
of the City, including City Hall, the annexes, Library and the Parks. (4) approve payment in the 
amount of $30,200.00 to Guardian Sewers for their assistance with several water main breaks 
and stop box repairs at various residential locations. (5)  approve payment to WCA Assessing 
in the amount of $5,790.66 for the contractual assessing services to be performed during the 
month of September 2022. (6) .  approve payment to RKA Petroleum Companies in the amount 
of $15,096.67 for the purchase of 5,001 gallons of unleaded fuel. (7) .  approve payment to 
SAFEbuilt, LLC in the amount of $128,981.56  for the contractual building department services 
performed during the month of July 2022. (8) approve payment to Simplifi ed Business Solutions 
in the amount of $5,565.17 for the IT support services for all departments, the renewal of the 
fi rewall security for City Hall and the purchase of computer and related equipment. (9) approve 
payment to Anderson, Eckstein &Westrick, Inc. in the amount of $10,243.49 for professional 
services during the month of July 2022 for the following projects:  Beaconsfi eld Resurfacing, 
Concrete Pavement Repair, Sanitary Sewer Clean and CCTV, Eastland Center, Traffi c Signal 
Mod, Tim Horton’s, Salter and Johnston Park Basketball Courts and the Gas Station on Kelly 
Road. (10) .  approve payment to the City of Grosse Pointe Farms in the amount of $14,606.50 
for Harper Woods’ proportionate share of the Intermunicipal Radio System for the period 
January through June 2022. (11) .  approve payment to Apollo Fire Equipment in the amount of 
$10,462.00 for the purchase of upgrades for the SCBA equipment, including additional masks, 
larger capacity air containers and a RIT (Rapid Intervention Team) pack.
2)  to confi rm the appointment of Christine Skerritt as Director of Parks and Recreation  for the 
City of Harper Woods and further, to approve the employment agreement between the City of 
Harper Woods and Director Skerritt and further to authorize the Mayor to sign the agreement. 
3) to approve payment to Warren Contractors & Development, Inc., in the amount of 
$146,132.26 for Progress Payment No. 3 on the Salter and Johnston Park Basketball Facility 
Improvements #180-263 and #180-264.
4) to approve payment to M. L. Chartier, Inc., in the amount of $27,146.25 for Progress 
Payment No. 4 (Final) on the Water Service Material Investigation Program, #180-265.
5) to accept the bid submitted by Creative Offi ce Interiors in the amount of $10,796.08 for 
the replacement of fl ooring in the City Hall public access areas, and further that competitive 
bidding be waived as only one vendor submitted a bid, in accordance with City policy.

_________________________ _________________________
Valerie Kindle, Mayor Leslie M. Frank, City Clerk

Published: GPN, September 22, 2022
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As a premier local tat-
too artist, Samantha 
“Sammy” Wittstock’s 
opinion on tattoo parlors 
may surprise you.

“I’m not a big fan of tat-
too parlors, honestly,” 
Wittstock said. “They can 
be objectifying and 
misogynistic…not all are 
like that but a lot are.”

Armed with her artistic 
talents and desire to 
change the experience of 
tattooing, particularly for 
women, Wittstock has 
turned her dream into 
reality by opening The 
Needle Pointe, a new tat-
too space “for women by 
women.” While her entire 
shop has a welcoming 
female-focused vibe, she 
noted, “...nice guys are 
welcome (too).”

Located on the second 
fl oor at 15027 Kercheval 
in Grosse Pointe Park, 
The Needle Pointe, the 
fi rst ever store of its kind 
in the Pointes, uniquely 
operates by appointment 
only. Wittstock welcomed 
her first customer, who 
was getting her inaugural 
tattoo, on Sept. 14.

“My first client here 
was a former preschool 
teacher of my son’s,” she 
said. “She is a church-
going sweetheart, a typi-
cal preschool teacher…

She got a small tattoo on 
her wrist. She was ner-
vous, but then got more 
comfortable.”

Making clients com-
fortable is exactly what 
Wittstock aims for. She 
not only wants clients to 
feel relaxed both physi-
cally and within the space 
she has curated, she also 
wants customers to feel 
comfortable speaking up 
and engaging in the pro-
cess, from sketching the 
tattoo, to creating the 
exact ink colors they envi-
sioned.

“If you need a break 
(during tattooing), tell 
me,” Wittstock said. “This 
is not a tough-guy compe-
tition. We all have differ-
ent pain thresholds.”

Opening her own store 
has been years in the 
making for Wittstock, a 
native Grosse Pointer, 
who attended Defer, 
Parcells and Grosse 
Pointe North. Inspired by 
her artist mother, she 
immersed herself in art 
and theater as a young 
student here.

A move to Los Angeles 
at 19 led her to a tattoo 
apprenticeship, where 
she refined her craft 
despite working in what 
she describes as “dinky, 
tourist spots” in the City 
of Angels.

She moved back to the 
Pointes in 2012, and “kind 

of kept (tat-
tooing) as a 
side busi-
ness,” she 
said. She 
had  her 
son, Fisher, 
in 2017 and 
has “mostly 
been a stay-
a t - h o m e 
mom” for 
him, until 
the oppor-
tunity for 
her own 
s t o r e 
started tak-
ing shape.

T o d a y , 
her com-
fortable, fresh space with 
multiple windows and 
natural light hopes to wel-
come not only tattoo cli-
ents, but the female arts 
community as well.

“I hope to use my draw-
ing and consulting room 
as gallery space for local 
female artists,” she said.

Wittstock also hopes to 
develop an apprentice 
program for young 
women, and has already 
begun mentoring a senior 
at Grosse Pointe South.

“She is working on her 
drawing skills now,” she 
said of her apprentice. 
“It’s a lot different to draw 
on skin than it is with 
pencil and paper, so it 
takes about a year.”

Wittstock says she cre-

ates an array of tattoos, in 
concert with her clients. 
She promises, “I’m not 
going to put something 
stupid on you. I will speak 
up if it’s something that 
doesn’t make sense for 
you.

“Artists are alpha peo-
ple. No one is getting tat-
tooed here with anything 
that they aren’t in love 
with,” she said.

Wittstock also notes 
that technology in the 
fi eld has evolved, so tat-
too repair is sometimes 
the task she has in front 
of her. She made special 
note of “lower back tat-
toos,” often pejoratively 
referred to as “tramp 
stamps” that many 
women of a particular age 

may have indulged in 
once upon a time, but 
want to change.

In keeping with her 
desire to honor the female 
community, she would 
like to see that nickname 
eliminated.

“No one is a tramp 
here,” she said of her 
choice to not use that ter-
minology for that specifi c 
tattoo. “We don’t do 
shame here.”

Wittstock has her cli-
ents, who must be 18 
years of age or older, 
come in for a $50, non-
refundable consult. 
Depending on how 
involved the tattoo is, cli-
ents most often make a 
return appointment to 
receive the skin art. The 

$50 consultation fee can 
be applied to the tattoo 
cost. She also has gift 
cards available for pur-
chase. Wittstock also can 
a c c o m m o d a t e 
Bachelorette parties 
interested in getting 
“micro-tattoos” and also 
is certifi ed in areola tat-
toos for mastectomy 
patients.

Plans also are in the 
works for social media 
pages on Facebook and 
Instagram as well as a 
phone app. Currently, 
Wittstock’s “very organi-
zational” childhood best 
friend is booking consul-
tation appointments by 
phone or by text at (586) 
914-2005.

As for Wittstock, hang-
ing a Sleeping Beauty-
inspired sign she sketched 
herself and calling a busi-
ness her own is a dream 
come true. Especially in 
her own hometown.

“I love Grosse Pointe. I 
love living here, and I love 
seeing my kid go to the 
same school I did grow-
ing up,” she said.  

“Grosse Pointe is 
becoming more and more 
accepting of the arts com-
munity.”

Editor’s Note: The 
Needle Pointe is housed in 
a building owned by 
members of the Cotton 
family. Sean Cotton owns 
the Grosse Pointe News.

By Meg Leonard
Associate Editor

Needle Pointe makes new mark

GROSSE POINTE 
PARK — Old is new and 
new is changing in the 
bubbling, burbling busi-
ness district on lower 
Kercheval.

“We’re really loving the 
growth we’re witnessing 
around the Park lately 
and we’re even more 
excited to hear how desir-
able it’s becoming for 
people to put their busi-
nesses in the Park,” said 
Joe Hebeka, president of 
the Grosse Pointe Park 
Business Association and 
owner of Belding’s 
Cleaners, the Pointes’ 
fi rst dry cleaners at more 
than 100 years old.

“We like change, so it’s 
exciting seeing all the 
things going on,” said 
Patti Lloyd, co-owner 
with her husband of 
Lloyd David Antiques, 
operating 33 years on 
Kercheval in what many 
oldsters remember as 
property formerly occu-
pied by JJ’s barber shop.

One block from where 
a new French bakery is 
about ready to open and 
another block from 
where construction of a 
New Orleans-style res-
taurant continues, demo-
lition took place last week 
in the 15100 block of 
Kercheval  between 
Lakepointe and Maryland 
to make way for an acu-
puncturist and more.

“Per our lease and 
everything, I need to be 
there by September of 
next year,” said Samantha 
Buchanan, owner of 
Pointe Acupuncture & 
Integrative Medicine. 
“There are going to be 
lofts above the new 
space.”

“Not only are they 
starting new businesses 
in the Park, but they’re 
actually seeking out and 
relocating here because 
it’s such a great area,” 
Hebeka said,

“We’re lucky they’re 
bringing a gem to our 
community,” said Nick 
Sizeland, Park city man-

ager. “I understand there 
is a possibility of apart-
ments or living space 
above for future resi-
dents.”

“They’re going to dig 
an elevator pit in it, I 
understand, to put in an 
elevator,” Dennis Kolarov 
said of the location. 
Kolarov is demolition 
supervisor at Den-Man 
Contractors of Warren, 
which razed the former 
structure between the 
Grosse Pointe Animal 
Clinic and a former candy 
store.

Tight confines made 
demolition tricky but 
manageable within a few 
days with the use of two 
excavators.

“We had to separate 
both sides, our building 
from their building,” 
Kolarov said. “That way, 
it comes down nice and 

neat. It’s a little time con-
suming. We put in hard 
work.”

Buchanan opened her 
practice June of last year 
on Mack in the City of 
Grosse Pointe but quickly 
outgrew the location’s 
three treatment rooms.

She needs more square 
footage to achieve her 
goal of providing an inte-
grative clinic.

“We will have fi ve treat-
ment rooms in the new 
space, which is perfect,” 
Buchanan said. “I’m 
bringing on a naturopath 
and a functional medi-
cine doctor. We’re going 
to have a retail area of 
herbs and supplements.”

Pointe Acupuncture 
will be located two blocks 
down Kercheval from 
Tamra’s Touch massage 
and acupuncture, next to 
the antique store.

Buchanan, a California 
native and competitive 
long-distance runner, 
came to acupuncture the 
hard way.

“I started my under-
grad in pre-med,” she 
said. “I was going to be a 
dentist. Then I broke my 
leg rock climbing at an 
indoor place. A surgeon 
told me I would never be 
able to run again. I’m 
stubborn. I was already 
delving into alternative 
medicine and started see-
ing an acupuncturist. She 
kind of became my men-
tor.”

L a t e  l a s t  w e e k 
Buchanan made her 
weekly drive from her 
offi ce in the City to the 
Pewabic Pottery studio 
on Jefferson in Detroit.

“Once a week I treat all 
of their employees,” she 
said. “They all have the 

same exact ailment: 
hands, elbows, shoulders, 
neck. They’re in the same 
position for a long time.”

The forthcoming bak-

ery and restaurant are 
owned or partially owned 
by members of the family 
of the owner of the 
Grosse Pointe News.

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Pins future on the Park

PHOTO BY BRAD LINDBERG

Not much remains after Dennis Kolarov and a crew 
from Den-Man Contractors made way for construc-
tion of the two-story building.

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Wittstock creates a sketch for a client in her fresh and welcoming 
consultation room.

SHOWROOM NOW OPEN

MON - FRI 9 - 5
 AND

BY APPOINTMENT

17139 KERCHEVAL

GROSSE POINTE, MICHIGAN

313-571-3385

@MAPLEANDMILLCO
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Paid for by the Committee to Elect Ginny Jeup - GP School Board, 490 Lincoln Road, Grosse Pointe 48230

All Creativity for Kids products will be on sale!
SEPTEMBER 24TH

Free Giveaways and Art Activities from 11PM - 1PM

ANNIVERSARY SALE

(586) 771-6770 | Shop Online at whistle-stop.com
Mon-Sat 10-8 • Sun 12-5 | 21714 Harper Ave - 8 1/2 Mile,  St. Clair Shores
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 In the weeks leading 
up to the start of the 
2022-2023 school year, 
GPPSS Superintendent 
Dr. Jon Dean sent an 
email to the district’s 
secondary teachers, 
informing them that sev-
eral new grading prac-
tices will be studied by 
the district throughout 
this school year, with the 
implementation of these 
policies planned for the 
2023-2024 academic 
year.

 The grading practices 
include implementing an 
equidistant grading 
scale; providing multiple 
opportunities for stu-
dents to demonstrate 
mastery and growth on 
summative assessments 
and assignments; and 
ensuring that all grading 
practices reflect stu-
dents’ progress towards 
content and competency.

 Soon after the email 
from Dean was sent, the 

new grading practices 
became a topic of dis-
cussion amongst the 
candidates running for 
the upcoming GPPSS 
board of education elec-
tion. Several of them, 
through their social 
media accounts or cam-
paign emai l  l i s ts , 
expressed disapproval 
of what they considered 
to be a lowering of aca-
demic standards by the 
district.

Other parties involved 
with the district, such as 
board of education 
t r u s t e e  D a v i d 
Brumbaugh, said online 
that the administration 
has assured him that 
these changes will not 
lower standards.

 In defense of the poli-
c i e s ,  D i r e c t o r  o f 
Secondary Instruction 
Dr. Dan Hartley said that 
these new grading met-
rics attempt to make 
grades better refl ect stu-
dents’ understanding of 
class content, rather 
than tasks they do for 

classes. One way he 
explained that the poli-
cies would better refl ect 
students’ knowledge is 
through their elimina-
tion of deadlines.

 “Part of it is, you 
know, kind of eliminat-
ing the whole idea of 
timelines and how 
those impact grades,” 
Hartley said. “Because 
if you think about it… 
should turning some-
thing in a week late 
reflect your grade, 
because, again, whether 
you turn something in 
on time doesn’t neces-
sarily indicate what you 
know and what you 
don’t know.”

 Among those who 
have questioned the pol-
icies, the proposal to 
implement an equidis-
tant grading scale has 
been a particular point 
of contention.

Equidistant grading 
scales often give each of 
the five primary letter 
grades — A, B, C, D, and 
E — an equal amount of 

space on a percentage 
scale. If GPPSS were to 
follow this traditional 
interpretation of an 
equidistant scale, an A 
grade would range from 
100 to 80 percent, a B 
grade from 79 to 60 per-
cent, a C grade from 59 
to 40 percent, a D grade 
from 39 to 20 percent, 
and an E grade from 19 
to 0 percent.

Although the adminis-
tration said policies like 
equidistant grading will 
be implemented after 
they are evaluated this 
year, some of the poli-
cies may not be imple-

mented  un i formly, 
depending on the feed-
back they get from staff 
members.

“I think we talked 
about grading for equity, 
it might look a little dif-
ferent, depending on the 
content area. So I think 
part of this work is going 
to be to talk about which 
disciplines to some 
degree match which 
grading systems,” Dean 
said.

Overall, while the pro-
posal of new grading 
policies has caused a sig-
nifi cant amount of dis-
course, the outcomes of 

these policy proposals 
are still uncertain. Dean 
said that the email to 
staff members was one 
of the first steps to 
implementing these 
changes, and that it will 
not likely be until spring 
2023 when they are 
finalized for the next 
school year.

“We’re going to need 
to do a couple things 
here (in order to imple-
ment the policies). We’re 
going to have staff mem-
bers (and) our profes-
sional staff be part of (a) 
committee; we’re going 
to need to get feedback 
from kids and from par-
ents during (this) set-
ting; and we’ll probably 
do some survey mecha-
nisms, things like that,” 
Dean said. “Some of our 
grading procedures are 
included in the board of 
education policy, so in 
order for the board of 
education policy to be 
changed, the board of 
education has to vote to 
make the change.”

Michael Hartt
Schools Reporter

New grading policy creates concerns 
over GPPSS academic standards

“Because if you think about it… should 
turning something in a week late refl ect 
your grade, because, again, whether you 
turn something in on time doesn’t 
necessarily indicate what you know and 
what you don’t know.”
DR. DAN HARTLEY
GPPSS Director of Secondary Instruction

board members if PMC 
verifi ed its fi ndings with 
the cities, Wills said no, 
but added the company 
did discuss its process 
with city offi cials, a pro-
cess that uses geo map-
p ing  and  severa l 
databases containing 
information such as 
credit card applications, 
address changes and 
more.

Wills said he plans to 
have more in-depth meet-
ings with the cities after 
the first statewide stu-
dent count day of the 
new school year, which is 
Wednesday, Oct. 5. 
Districts receive 90 per-
cent of their per-pupil 
state funding on that 
count and 10 percent 

based on a second count 
day in February.

“The district hires us to 
do their enrollment pro-
jections, so this was 
never meant to be a 
detailed housing study,” 
Wills told the News. 
“Housing is just one com-
ponent of the data we use 
to come up with the num-
bers.”

Wills also noted that 
since his firm began 
working with GPPSS in 
2013, its enrollment pro-
jections have been 99.7 
percent accurate.

Grosse Pointe Shores
The Shores may be the 

best example of why 
there is doubt about 
PMC’s data. In Wills’ pre-
sentation, he said the 
Shores lost 60 of those 
590 housing units.

“I don’t know where in 

the hell they got those 
numbers,” City Manager 
Steve Poloni said. “We 
don’t even have 60 
streets.”

The Shores, at 1.1 
square miles, is made 
entirely of single-family 
dwellings and has no 
business district. Poloni 
said the city sent out 
1,053 water bills in 
January 2018. In January 
2021, the city sent out 
1,053 water bills.

When Wills appeared 
at the May school board 
meeting, Trustee Ahmed 
Ismail asked him about 
the unique nature of the 
Shores. Wills said the loss 
probably was due to own-
ers who stopped renting 
out their carriage houses.

Poloni said there are 
only six carriage houses 
in the city, primarily 
along Lakeshore and 

mainly occupied by each 
particular estate’s care-
taker.

City of Grosse Pointe
PMC’s report says the 

City lost 50 housing units.
“I don’t know what they 

did to come up with their 
numbers,” City Manager 
Pete Dame said. “It’s just 
not true. I confi rmed that 
with our building depart-
ment.”

Dame added the City 
had, at most, fi ve conver-
sions of a multi-unit 
dwelling into a single-
occupancy one during 
the time in question.

Dame takes more issue, 
however, with what he 
thinks is the process PMC 
used. Because of their 
proximity to Detroit, the 
Pointes are known as 
“inner ring suburbs.” 
Dame dealt with the same 
issue as deputy village 
manager in Oak Park, Ill., 
an upscale inner ring 

suburb of Chicago.
“It’s a common error 

for population estimators 
to ascribe the population 
loss of the urban area to 
the inner ring suburbs 
without taking their eco-
nomic health into 
account,” he said. “Every 
year since 2010, the esti-
mators predicted a 
decline, and low and 
behold the 2020 census 
comes out and our popu-
lation went up. The cen-
sus tells the story of a 
stable population.”

Census
Collectively, the popu-

lation in the Pointes grew 
slightly more than 2 per-
cent between 2010 and 
2020. Grosse Pointe 
Farms saw the most 
growth, at 7 percent, 
while the Census Bureau 
claims the Shores lost 12 
percent of its population, 
down to 2,570 residents.

The Shores is in the 

midst of protesting that 
result. Current data 
shows it has 2,592 regis-
tered voters, up from 
2,337 in 2020.

Grosse Pointe Farms
Wills’ report said the 

Farms lost 82 housing 
units from 2018 to 2021. 
City Manager Shane 
Reeside disagrees.

“I don’t think that’s 
very accurate account-
ing,” he said. “Aside from 
new builds, we also 
gained seven houses after 
the annexation.”

That occurred last year 
because several houses 
on Provencal were in 
Grosse Pointe Woods but 
their driveways were in 
the Farms. The residents 
initiated the change, not-
ing emergency response 
times would be faster if 
provided by the Farms 
and that the Farms had 

HOUSING:
Continued from page 1A

See HOUSING, page 14A

Strengthening the
Human-Animal
Bond through
Dog Obedience,
Canine Fitness, and
Integrated Fitness.

Spawla brings at home
integrated fitness and
One on One personal
training sessions to
you and your dog!
 
Utilizing positive
reinforcement
techniques that
strengthen the human
and animal bond, we
provide you with the
tools you need to train
your dog and reach
your fitness goals.  

S p a w l a

 

www.spawla.com
info@spawla.com
 
Grosse Pointe, MI

@spawla_Integratedfitness092222

Come with us to beautiful
Tamarindo, Costa Rica 
Enjoy the gorgeous landscape, 

nourishing food, and daily yoga & 
meditation classes with Liz DeFour and 

Drew Rambo from Full Lotus Yoga

To learn more about the retreat, contact Full Lotus Yoga 
at info@fulllotusyoga.net

Retreat Pricing
Single Room – $1,630.00 • Double Room – $2,490.00

• Triple Room option available

Airfare not included in the price of retreat.

Relax by the pool, explore the surroundings or visit the four beautiful 
beaches, only a few minutes drive away from the Lodge. Spend a week to 

remember in Costa Rica. The retreat is very much for relaxing, nourishing the 
mind & body, and making friends with like-minded people.

November 28th - December 3rd

What’s Included in Your Retreat...
•  Airport transfer from and to Liberia Airport
•  6 days/fi ve nights in a single or shared double 

room.
•  3 delicious freshly prepared meals daily 

(vegetarian and gluten free accomodations 
available)

•  2 Yoga classes daily taught by some of your 
favorite FLY teachers

• 3 x guided meditation under starlight
•  Daily shuttle to the beach or an opportunity to 

relax by the pool

092222
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By Jody McVeigh
Editor

AAUW seeks entries for second annual art contest
Artists ages 14 to 17 are welcome to apply for three top prizes

About the AAUW
The Grosse Pointe Branch of AAUW began in 1944, and is a local 
branch of the American Association of University Women na-
tional organization.
Its mission is “to advance gender equity for women and girls 
through research, education and advocacy.”
Over the years, the AAUW Grosse Pointe Branch has provided 
fellowship, programs and opportunities to advance equity for 
women and girls. Fundraising provided the means to fund na-
tional endowments and scholarships, as well as local scholar-
ships to women at Wayne State University, Alternatives for Girls 
and Macomb Community College.
Members partner and support community events that align 
with the AAUW mission. The Grosse Pointe branch is a member 
of the Grosse Pointe Chamber of Commerce and a registered 
U.S. public charitable 501(c)3 organization.
To make a more profound impact in the community and support 
and encourage science, technology, engineering, the arts and 
mathematics careers, the Grosse Pointe branch has provided 
the fi nancial stability to continue and expand local robotics 
teams, annually award scholarships to four graduating high 
school seniors, and host an art contest and exhibition in the fall.
Donations to the AAUW Grosse Pointe Education Program are 
tax deductible and appreciated to help further its mission.
For more information, visit grossepointe-mi.aauw.net/

COURTESY ARTWORK

This year’s art contest theme is “Listen to Women.”

Following the success 
of its inaugural art con-
test in 2021, the Grosse 
Pointe branch of the 
American Association 
of University Women 
has even higher hopes 
for its second annual 
event.

“We had 50 entries 
last year from 14 differ-
ent schools,” AAUW GP 
Publicity Chair Joanne 
Mualem said. “We’re 
hoping for at least 50 
entries this year.”

Artists ages 14 to 17 
are invited to submit 
their work to the con-
test. Art teachers at sev-
eral area schools are 
presenting the contest 
information to their stu-
dents, but all teens 
within the age range are 
eligible.

“We’re asking them to 
use the theme, ‘Listen to 
Women,’ and explore 
the achievements and 
contributions women 
have made through the 
years,” Mualem said. 
“We want them to shine 
a light on women’s 
issues through their 
art.”

Each artist is required 
to submit a typed 
description about how 
their piece relates to the 
theme. They will be 
judged on the descrip-
tion as well as the art-
work.

Veteran journalist 
Tresa Baldas returns as 
juror. During the last 
decade with the Detroit 
Free Press, she has cov-
ered critical issues and 
inequal i t ies  fac ing 

women, including work-
place discrimination, 
domestic abuse, female 
geni ta l  mut i la t ion , 
harassment and sexual 
abuse. Most notably, she 
i n v e s t i g a t e d  a n d 
exposed years of hidden 
sexual assault cases of 
women tourists  at 
Jamaican resorts, which 
led to her being named 
the 2019 Michigan 
Journalist of the Year by 
the Michigan Press 
Association.

Raising awareness of 
issues impacting women 
is just one of the motiva-
tions for the themed art 
contest, Mualem said.

“We wanted to make 
an impact on local soci-
ety,” she added. “We do 
a lot of STEM (science, 
technology, education 

and math), but we 
wanted to expand it to 
the arts, so we voted to 
make it STEAM. … We 
want to encourage what-
ever careers they plan to 
pursue in the arts. We 
wanted to reach that age 
group and kind of nur-
ture that talent and 
artistic development.”

Young artists don’t 
need to live in Grosse 
Pointe to apply; all are 
welcome. However, any 
artwork the branch 
deems inappropriate for 
young viewers will be 
d i s q u a l i f i e d . 
Additionally, commer-
cial kits, models and 
hobby crafts are not eli-
gible.

Once approved, stu-
dents’ artwork must be 
delivered to the Grosse 

Pointe Public Library 
Ewald Branch, where 
the work will be put on 
display.

“We chose the library 
because of the times we 
can exhibit the art,” 
Mualem said. “We’re 
hoping we get a lot of 
people to come out and 
view this exceptional 
talent.”

If the entries are any-
thing like last year, the 
exhibition will be a 
must-see event.

“It was amazing what 
we had last year — the 
talent,” Mualem said. 
“Our juror said it blew 
her mind. Most of the 
artists were under 17, 
and the descriptions 
and their artwork? She 
was overly impressed 
and we were too.”

Baldas is tasked with 
selecting the top three 
winners; there will be 
no honorable mention 
selections this year. 
First prize is a $200 Visa 
gift card, second prize is 
a $150 Visa gift card 
and third prize is a $100 
Visa gift card.

For more information, 
visit grossepointe-mi.
aauw.net

The timeline
◆ A description of the 

entry must be typed and 
submitted electronically 
to aauwgpep1@gmail.
com by Monday, Oct. 
17. Entry forms and 
information are avail-
able by contacting the 
same email address.

◆ Entries must be 
delivered by the artists 
between 1 and 5 p.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 22, to the 

Ewald Library, 15175 E. 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park, at which time art-
ists will  be photo -
graphed with their 
work.

◆ The exhibition will 
be displayed at the 
Ewald Library from 
Monday, Oct. 24, to 
Friday, Nov. 18. Hours 
are 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Monday through Friday, 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday 
and 1 to 5 p.m. Sunday.

◆ An awards presen-
tation and reception are 
planned at  6 p.m. 
Thursday, Nov. 10. at 
t h e  T o m p k i n s 
Community Center at 
Windmill Pointe Park, 
14920 Windmill Pointe 
Dr., Grosse Pointe Park. 
The artists must be 
present to receive their 
awards. Friends and 
family also are invited.

Empowering Students
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in the
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Valuing Diversity

Inspiring Curiosity

CULTIVATE EDUCATIONAL
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Pushing Possibilities

advanced
placement
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CONNECT
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313-432-3003
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COME TO A LISTENING SESSION WITH THE SUPERINTENDENT

Oct. 4 at 8:15 a.m. 
Brownell Middle

School

Sept. 28 at 3:45 p.m. 
Pierce Middle
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Nov. 2  at 6 p.m.
Ferry Elementary
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SEAN COTTON, A 1995 GRADUATE OF GROSSE POINTE
SOUTH, IS THE CANDIDATE OF FOCUS. FOCUSED ON OUR

STUDENTS, ON ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE, AND MAKING OUR
SCHOOL SYSTEM THE ENVY OF ALL OTHERS. 

A LOCAL BUSINESS OWNER AND ATTORNEY WITH BOARD &
GOVERNANCE EXPERIENCE, SEAN HAS THE INTELLIGENCE,

PASSION, AND ENERGY TO HELP MAKE GROSSE POINTE THE
BEST SCHOOL DISTRICT IN THE MIDWEST.
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been providing municipal 
services to the houses for 
years.

“Beyond that, we don’t 
have any apartment 
buildings and very few 
duplexes,”  Reeside 
added.

Farms Mayor Louis 
Theros agreed.

“I called Plante Moran 
because those numbers 
surprised me,” he said. 
“Why not have a junior 
partner just pick up the 
phone and call each city?”

Theros also noted he 
rented a house while 
waiting for a new one to 
be built.

“After we moved out, 
the owner sold it,” he 
said. “Its status changed, 
but it didn’t go any-
where.”

Grosse Pointe Woods
Plante Moran claims 

the Woods lost 87 hous-
ing units during the time 
in question.

“I’m not sure how they 
came to that conclusion,” 
City Administrator Frank 
Schulte said. “We have 
very few multi-family 
houses to begin with.”

The Woods also has 
been adding to that num-
ber. Five of 12 planned 
condos have been built in 
recent years at The Oaks, 

on the site of the former 
University Liggett Middle 
School.

Grosse Pointe Park
Wills told the school 

board the Park lost 132 
housing units. City 
Manager Nick Sizeland 
disagrees.

“We’ve had two multi-

family dwellings taken 
down since 2018,” he 
said. “One is going to 
become a parking lot and 
the other is supposed to 
be redeveloped as a multi-
unit.”

Sizeland added that 
about one-quarter of the 
city’s 4,100 houses are 
multi-family.

“When I heard their 
numbers I was surprised,” 
he said. “To the best of my 
knowledge, no one here 
was contacted. I would 
have been advised.”

Harper Woods
According to PMC, the 

portion of Harper Woods 
within the GPPSS bound-

aries lost 183 housing 
units between 2018 and 
2021.

Jim LaPalm, the city’s 
chief building inspector, 
likened that to an entire 
apartment complex being 
condemned.

“That hasn’t happened,” 

THE GROSSE POINTES — 
A Facebook post alleging a 
comment posted by Ginny 
Jeup regarding the Capitol 
protests of Jan. 6, 2021, could 
lead to lawsuits and/or a 
police investigation.

“I’ve already talked to a law-
yer and the police,” Jeup said 
Monday afternoon. “It’s fake. 
It’s photoshopped. It is unfor-
tunate that people would 
rather get into these false nar-
ratives instead of talking 
about what’s best for our 
kids.”

Jeup is one of 10 candidates 
running for three seats on the 
Grosse Pointe Public School 
System Board of Education.

The post in question 
appeared at 8:43 a.m. Sunday, 
Sept. 18, on the Facebook 
page of a group that calls itself 
One GP United. The page 
does not contain any contact 
information or details about 
its administrators.

The post states “Community 
members sent this troubling 
screenshot over the weekend. 
We don’t think that someone 
who was at the Insurrection 
on January 6th deserves to 
serve our students and greater 

community.”
A direct message sent to the 

One GP United Facebook 
page asking for comment did 
not receive a response by 
press time. The Grosse Pointe 
News took a screenshot of the 
post in the event it was taken 
down.

The screenshot shows a 
Facebook post from Fox News 
host Laura Ingraham on Jan. 
6, 2021, saying, “Security 
breach at the Capitol is dis-
graceful. The president needs 
to tell everyone to leave the 
building.”

The post then includes the 
alleged response from Jeup, 

saying, “Laura, you did not do 
it all justice. I got all the way 
to the top and we were keep-
ing the police at bay.” It goes 
on to claim Jeup’s response 
ended with, “You don’t under-
stand what happened. I have 
video that will prove my 
point.”

Jeup said that while the City 
of Grosse Pointe Public Safety 
told her they could not do any-
thing about the post as it is a 
civil matter, they did ask her 
for copies of emails she 
deemed threatening in nature 
that she received as a result of 
One GP United’s post.

“It generated some real hard 

attacks,” she said. “One GP 
never reached out to ask me 
about it. It’s an anonymous 
post of an anonymous post. 
Who would be this terrible to 
another human being?”

Jeup did confi rm she was in 
Washington, D.C., on Jan. 6, 
2021, for then-President 
Donald Trump’s rally on the 
National Mall.

“That is not not public 
knowledge,” she said. “A lot of 
Grosse Pointers were there. I 
didn’t go anywhere near the 
Capitol. I heard every last 
word of his speech, which 
ended about two hours after 
the protest started.”

BoE candidate considers legal action 
By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

HOUSING:
Continued from page12A

See HOUSING, page 15A

Source: Grosse Pointe Public School System

Grading the District
When asked to rate the schools using the traditional A, B, C, D, F scale, this is the percentage that earned 
an A or B in each category (previous years’ scores are provided for comparison) for preparing students to:

Category A or B in 2020-21 A or B in 2018 A or B in 2017 A or B in 2016

Read 67% 85% 85% 85%

Write 61% 78% 78% 78%

Understand Science 62% 80% 80% 80%

Understand Social Studies 60% 79% 79% 79%

Understand Basic Math 69% 82% 82% 82%

Appreciate Fine/Performing Arts 60% 77% 77% 77%

Think 52% 69% 69% 69%

Be Healthy/Phisically Fit 51% 67% 67% 67%

Results of the GPPSS Community Satisfaction Survey show a sharp dropoff in support for the district after the pandemic hit, with ma-
ny families choosing to leave for schools providing face-to-face instruction.

FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATES FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATES ••  FULL REMODELING SERVICES FULL REMODELING SERVICES

Shelby Township Shelby Township ••  West Bloomfield  West Bloomfield ••  www.lafata .com  www.lafata .com ••  586 .930 . 1700 586 .930 . 1700

Your DreamYour Dream
 Kitchen  Kitchen 
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he added. “ And our 
duplex properties are 
unchanged.”

The portion of the city 
that is within the GPPSS 
boundaries has 32 streets, 
some just a few blocks 
long. In 2018, GPPSS had 
992 students with a 
Harper Woods address. 
By 2021, that fell to 788, a 
difference of 204.

FOIA
On June 6, the GP News 

filed a Freedom of 
Information Act request 
with GPPSS asking for 
emails between Wills, 
Superintendent Jon Dean 
a n d  D e p u t y 
Superintendent Amanda 
Matheson dating back to 
the beginning of 2022.

Most of the exchanges 
involved Wills providing 
answers to questions 
board of education mem-
bers raised during his 
March presentation. One 
such question was, “Any 
additional information on 
where our 990 students 
(k-12) that left went?”

On March 31, Wills 
emailed Matheson, say-
ing, “With the decline of 
housing units of 590 and 
approximately 1.3 stu-
dents per housing unit 
equates to approximately 
770 students who no lon-
ger live in the district. The 

other approximate 220 
students either enrolled 
into an online program or 
simply didn’t enroll (espe-
cially at the K levels).”

Using that methodol-
ogy, if the portion of 
Harper Woods that is 
within GPPSS lost 183 
housing units, at 1.3 stu-
dents each, the district 
should have seen a drop 
of 240 students with a 
Harper Woods address, or 
36 more than it did.

Private schools
Wills also told the 

school board private 
schools serving the 
Pointes saw a 3.9 percent 
drop in enrollment from 
2018 to 2021.

St. Paul on the Lake 
Catholic School said its 
enrollment increased 
from 300 to 390 during 
that time frame and 90 
percent of its students live 
in the Pointes.

Our Lady Star of the 
Sea Catholic School, 
which also said 90 percent 
of its students live in the 
Pointes, reports enroll-
ment increased from 190 
to 250 between 2018 and 
2021, and is at 260 stu-
dents for the current 
school year.

University Liggett 
School, which said it 
draws students from 60 
ZIP codes with 62 percent 
of enrollees coming from 
the Pointes, increased 
enrollment from 596 to 

638 over the three-year 
period.

At The Grosse Pointe 
Academy, the number of 
students increased from 
200 to 270 between 2018 
and 2021, and now stands 
at 280. It has students 
from 20 ZIP codes, with 
80 percent being Pointers.

“Our increase came in 
two waves,” Head of 
School Thomas Adams 
said. “We saw a bump 
with the school closures 
and then another because 
of COVID. I think a lot of 
our families thought they 
would try our school for a 
year and then go back, but 
they’ve been pleased with 
the results and have 
stayed with us.”

Adams also said that in 
2018, just one grade level 
in grades one through 
four had two sections. 
Now, all of them do.

The board voted in June 
2019, to close Poupard 
and Trombly elementary 
schools starting with the 
2020-21 school year while 
shifting fi fth grade to the 
middle schools.

St. Clare of Montefalco 
and St. Joan of Arc 
Catholic schools chose 
not to discuss enrollment.

The issue of home-
schooling also comes into 
play. While there is no 
defi nitive number on how 
many Grosse Pointe fami-
lies chose this option dur-
ing the pandemic, the U.S. 
Census Bureau said the 

number of Michigan fam-
ilies opting to homeschool 
during the pandemic 
more than doubled, from 
5.3 percent to 11.3 per-
cent.

GPPSS
In an exit survey the dis-

trict conducted in 
November 2020, 55 per-
cent of respondents said 
they took their children 
out of the district because 
they wanted face-to-face 
instruction. That was 
something many private 
and parochial schools 
were offering to start the 
2020-21 school year. 
GPPSS did not fully 
return to in-person classes 
until fall of 2021.

Dean did note the origi-
nal decision to close all 
schools in March 2020 as 
COVID hit was made at 
the state level.

As for how the district 
handled the situation 
when schools were 
allowed to reopen, “I think 
we made the best deci-
sions we could based on 
the information avail-
able,” Dean said. “No one 
wanted to close, but it was 
the necessary and right 
thing to do.”

While the district 
adopted a  hybrid 
approach in January 2021, 
and a staggered return to 
classrooms in March of 
that year, students still 
were able to choose 
remote learning. All stu-

dents fully returned to the 
classroom at the start of 
the 2021-22 school year.

When asked if he 
thought the district would 
do anything differently in 
hindsight, Dean said, “I’m 
proud of the decision to 
keep our schools open the 
past 14 months.”

Dean also said there are 
100 students who have re-
enrolled for this school 
year whose parents chose 
a different option last 
year.

Enrollment
The drop in enrollment 

is not a new issue for the 
district. There were 8,390 
students in 2010. That fell 
to 8,005 in 2015, and 
down to 6,600 last fall. 
Projections from PMC 
show a decrease of 
another 600 students by 
2026.

There are several issues 
that factor into this, 
including a declining birth 
rate and an increase of 
homeowners whose chil-
dren have graduated but 
continue to live in the dis-
trict.

Decisions the district 
made during COVID are 
reflected in last year’s 
Community Satisfaction 
Survey conducted by 
GPPSS.

There were large drops 
in the percentage of 
respondents who said 
they would give the dis-
trict a grade of A or B in 

how they felt students 
were being prepared to 
handle subjects such as 
reading, math, science 
and social studies.

Just 67 percent said 
they would give the dis-
trict an A or B in reading 
preparation, compared to 
85 percent in the 2018 
school year.

Other categories were: 
math, 69 percent, down 
from 82 percent; science, 
62 percent, down from 80 
percent; social studies, 60 
percent, down from 79 
percent; and thinking 
skills, 52 percent, down 
from 69 percent.

Respondents also had 
the opportunity to indi-
cate one thing they would 
like to change about the 
district. Top responses 
included the administra-
tion, the board of educa-
tion, a faster return to 
in-person learning and 
eliminating the presence 
of “leftist ideology” in the 
classroom.

For his part, Dean 
thinks too much emphasis 
has been placed on the 
issue of the missing hous-
ing units.

“The district asked 
Plante Moran Cresa to 
create a comprehensive 
enrollment analysis,” he 
said. “There’s a lot of 
underlying data there, but 
at the end of the day, the 
important information is 
whether enrollment is 
going up or going down.”

HOUSING:
Continued from page 14A

PRIDE OF THE POINTES
Ava Carr, Amanda 

Frantz and Dominic 
Palazzolo of Grosse 
Pointe Farms, and Saad 
Alrazzi of Grosse Pointe 

Woods have been named 
semifi nalists in the 68th 
annual National Merit 
Scholarship Program. 
They will compete for 

7,250 National Merit 
Scholarships that will be 
offered next spring.

 ◆◆◆
Devon Grace Krasner 

of Grosse Pointe Farms 
earned university hon-
ors and was named to 
t h e  w i n t e r  2 0 2 2 
Engineering College 

Dean’s List at the 
University of Michigan. 
Krasner is majoring in 
biomedical engineering, 
with a minor in German. Devon Grace Krasner
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44DAYSDAYS
ONLYONLY

99//2222,,  99//2323
99//2424,,  99//2525FALL  AVINGS

 ALE$12 MONTHS PROMOTIONAL12 MONTHS PROMOTIONAL
FINANCING AVAILABLE FINANCING AVAILABLE ††

On purchases of $500 or more with your 
Sargent credit card made between 9/22/22 to 9/25/22

MACOMB TOWNSHIP STORE
586-226-2266
20201 HALL ROAD

between Romeo Plank & Heidenrich

GRATIOT STORE
586-791-0560

35950 GRATIOT AVE.
CLINTON TWP.

ROCHESTER STORE
248-652-9700 • 600 MAIN ST. • ROCHESTER

800-440-5774

 LIKE US AT
facebook.com/sargentappliance

† Subject to credit approval.  Minimum monthly payments required.  See store for details. * On in-stock items if ordered before 2pm Monday-Saturday, 20 mile radius of our Macomb Warehouse, $89.95 delivery charge.f ordered before 2pm MoM dnday SSaturday 20 mile radius

A Michigan
Family Business

Serving You Since 1954!
• Family Owned & operated for over 57 Years!
• Delivery & installation by Sargent staff
• Appliance parts availability
• 30-day price protection

• Member of The Nationwide Buying Group
   with purchasing power of over 1000
   dealers which means you get
   competitive pricing

SARGENT ADVANTAGES

092222

GSE25GYPFS

Stainless Steel
Refrigerator
FEATURES:
• 25.3 cu. ft. Capacity
•  Fingerprint Resistant 

Stainless
• LED Lighting

NEXT DAY DELIVERY! NEXT DAY DELIVERY! **

12 MONTH PROMOTIONAL FINANCING!*

JUST Remodel Reward

Receive up to a $2000 rebate*

with the purchase of select Café appliance suite combinations.
J y 1 , 2022 – , 2022

How to get your  
$2000 Café Visa® Prepaid Card

Get your rebate fast!  
Submit online in minutes at

Buy 3 Café Appliances = $200
Buy 4 Café Appliances = $500
Buy 5 Café Appliances = $1000
Buy 6 Café Appliances = $1500
Buy 7 Café Appliances = $2000

=$1799!!
$1978-10%

GTS19KGNRWW

Top-Freezer
Refrigerator
FEATURES:
• 19.2 cu. ft. Capacity
• Premium Inner Door
•  #1 in Quality and 

Dependability

GARA
GE

GARA
GE

READ
Y!

READ
Y!

NEXT DAY DELIVERY! NEXT DAY DELIVERY! **
GFW550SSNWW • GFD55ESSNWW

Front Load Laundry

FEATURES:
WASHER;
• 4.8 cu. ft.,
• Energy Star
• Odor Block
ELECTRIC DRYER; (+100 for gas)
• 7.8 cu. ft.
• Energy Star
• Sanitize Cycle

Pedestals sold separately

NEXT DAY DELIVERY! NEXT DAY DELIVERY! **

REFRIGERATOR: 27.0 cu. ft., Internal water dispenser, Fingerprint Resistant Stainless (GNE27JYMFS)
GAS RANGE: Air Fry, Edge-to-edge cooktop, Integrated griddle (JGB735SPSS)
OVER-THE-RANGE MICROWAVE: 1.9 cu. ft., Sensor cooking, 1000 watts (JVM7195SKSS)
DISHWASHER: Dry Boost™, Steam + Sani, 46 dBA quiet (GDT665SSNSS)

NEXT DAY DELIVERY! NEXT DAY DELIVERY! **

12 MONTH PROMOTIONAL FINANCING!*

ONLY
12 MONTH PROMOTIONAL FINANCING!*

JUST
12 MONTH PROMOTIONAL FINANCING!*

ONLY =$4146!!
$4560-10%

=$1598!!
$1748-10%$699!!

WFW6605MC • WED6605MC

FEATURES:
WASHER
• 5.0 Cu Ft. Capacity
• Quick Wash Cycle
• Option TumbleFresh™

ELECTRIC DRYER
• 7.4 Cu. Ft. Capacity
• Wrinkle Shield™

•  Steam Refresh Cycle

Front Load
Laundry Pair

Pedestals sold separately

$$$17481748

REFRIGERATOR: 27.8 cu. ft., CrispSeal™, SpaceWise® Adjustable Temp Drawer (GRFS2853AF)
ELECTRIC RANGE: 5.7 cu. ft., Air Fry, True Convection, SpaceWise® (GCRE3060AF)
OVER-THE-RANGE MICROWAVE: 1.7 cu. ft., LED lighting, 1000 watts (FGMV17WNVF)
DISHWASHER: OrbitClean®, 14 place settings, 47 dBA quiet (FGID2479SF)

$$8 10%8 10%88

REFRIGERATOR: 21.0 cu. ft., Counter Depth Design,  In-Door-Ice® Storage (WRS571CIHZ)
ELECTRIC RANGE: 5.3 cu. ft., Air Fry,  Two FlexHeat™ Dual Radiant Elements (WFE550S0LZ)
OVER-THE-RANGE MICROWAVE: 1.9 cu. ft., CleanRelease® Non-Stick Interior (WMH32519HZ)
DISHWASHER: Adjustable 2nd rack, 3-Piece Silverware Basket, 47 dBA quiet (WDTA50SAKZ)

$$4560 10%4560 10%$$

NTW4516FW • NED4655EW

FEATURES:
WASHER
• 4.0 Cu Ft. Capacity
• High Effi ciency Agitator
• Porcelain Tub
ELECTRIC DRYER
• 6.5 Cu. Ft. Capacity
• Wrinkle Prevent Option 
•  Automatic Dryness 

Control

Top Load
Laundry Pair

JUST ONLY JUST JUST=$4499!!
$4948-10%

12 MONTH PROMOTIONAL FINANCING!* 12 MONTH PROMOTIONAL FINANCING!* 12 MONTH PROMOTIONAL FINANCING!* 12 MONTH PROMOTIONAL FINANCING!*

NEXT DAY DELIVERY! NEXT DAY DELIVERY! ** NEXT DAY DELIVERY! NEXT DAY DELIVERY! ** NEXT DAY DELIVERY! NEXT DAY DELIVERY! ** NEXT DAY DELIVERY! NEXT DAY DELIVERY! **

$2298!!
FOR THE PAIR

$1100!!
FOR THE PAIR

$4180!!
FDSH450LAF

Stainless Steel
Dishwasher
FEATURES:
• EvenDry™

• Third Level Rack™

•  49 dBA Quiet

$

WRT311FZDW

Top Freezer
Refrigerator
FEATURES:
• 20 cu. ft.
• Flexi-Slide™ Bin
•  LED Interior Lighting

 WFG515S0JS • WMH31017HS

FEATURES:
GAS RANGE
• 5.0 Cu Ft. Total Capacity
• SpeedHeat™ Burner
• Keep Warm setting
MICROWAVE
• 1.7 Cu. Ft. 
•  Electronic Touch Controls 
•  Microwave Presets

Stainless Steel 
Cooking Pair

KDFE204KPS

FEATURES:
• 39 dBA Quiet
• ProWash™ Cycle
• PrintShield™ Finish

Stainless Steel 
Dishwasher

ONLY JUST ONLY JUST
12 MONTH PROMOTIONAL FINANCING!* 12 MONTH PROMOTIONAL FINANCING!* 12 MONTH PROMOTIONAL FINANCING!* 12 MONTH PROMOTIONAL FINANCING!*

NEXT DAY DELIVERY! NEXT DAY DELIVERY! ** NEXT DAY DELIVERY! NEXT DAY DELIVERY! ** NEXT DAY DELIVERY! NEXT DAY DELIVERY! ** NEXT DAY DELIVERY! NEXT DAY DELIVERY! **

$999!!$599!! $699!! $1087!!
FOR THE PAIR
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In his first 20 years 
of l iving in Grosse 
Pointe, GPPSS board 
of education candidate 
Terence Collins said 
that, like many of his 
neighbors, he did not 
pay close attention to 
the details of his local 
school district’s policy 
work. He sent his chil-
dren through GPPSS’s 
elementary, middle, 
and high schools, and 
considered the experi-
ence issue free until 
the COVID-19 pan-
demic ensued.

“When COVID hit 
and we didn’t get our 
kids back to school in 
the fall  of 2020, it 
really kind of opened 
my eyes to the leader-
ship or lack of — what 
I saw as a lack of lead-
ership in the district,” 
Collins said.

From this point on, 
C o l l i n s  b e c a m e 
increasingly involved in evaluating 
the governance of the district, 
which resulted in him advocating 
for issues he felt passionate about 
at the district’s bi-weekly school 
board meetings. 

In addition to describing himself 
as passionate, Collins says that he 
has humility and considerable 
financial acumen, traits that he 
considers important for potential 
board members. He considers pas-
sion, however, to be his most defin-
ing characteristic and says this 
trait is what ultimately motivated 
him to run for a school board seat.

“I watched in horror at what was 
happening, or really not happening 
(in the district), and I just thought, 
I have to get involved. Like, who 
else is gonna get involved?,” 
Collins said. “I mean, there were 
certain people who came to the 
board meetings and spoke up. But 
no one who I thought had my pas-
sion at the time. And I think we’ve 
identified some other people who 
do have that passion.”

Given his disapproval of many of 
the district’s seminal decisions 
over the last several years, Collins 
said that he does not support cur-
rent district leadership. He indi-
cated that he would likely support 
measures to replace current admin-
istrat ion members i f  he was 
elected.

His most overarching concern 
regarding the administration is 
what he sees as their inappropriate 
influence on the autonomy of the 
board of education.

“(The board of education has) the 
responsibility to control the agen-
das of their meetings. They should 

set the agenda, not 
have the administra-
tion set the agenda,” 
Collins said. “I guar-
antee you that our 
agendas for every one 
of our board meetings 
(are) set by the admin-
istration (and) not by 
the board. The board 
should decide what 
they’re going to talk 
(about).”

Another of Collin’s 
concerns is the board’s 
recently adopted stra-
tegic plan, which he 
related to concerns 
about declining enroll-

ment and the district’s ranking on 
education evaluation websites. 

He posited that the plan’s lack of 
emphasis on improving quantita-
tive academic performance indica-
tors is sending the wrong message 
to prospective district families. 
Further, he said that because these 
figures were not a significant part 
of the strategic plan, it is more dif-
ficult to ascertain the district’s suc-
cesses and failures.

“What disappointed me the most 
was that there was no, there wasn’t 
a single reference to academic 
excellence or academic achieve-
ment (in the strategic plan) — it 
was just missing,” Collins said. 
“You have to do everything you 
possibly can to attract kids to the 
district. I think you do that by com-
municating that you’re a district 
that has strong academic goals 
(and) that academics is key to what 
happens in this district. And we’re 
not doing it.”

In order to garner community 
feedback while focusing on these 
issues, Collins said that, if elected, 
he would make himself available 
throughout the district, not only to 
parents and community members, 
but also to teachers and building 
administrators. 

“So we need to get into our build-
ings, we need to talk to our teach-
ers, we need to understand what 
their needs are,” Collins said. 
“(And at community events), if it’s 
an open forum, I’m gonna go and 
listen to what they’re saying. I 
don’t always have to be the one 
taking questions, I can just go and 
listen to what they’re talking 
about.”

William Broman con-
siders both his long 
affiliation with GPPSS 
and his unique position 
as a future parent as 
two of his primary 
assets in a bid for a 
GPPSS board of educa-
t ion seat .  Broman 
attended GPPSS for 
elementary, middle and 
high school, and has 
been evaluating school 
board policy issues 
since he was a student 
at Grosse Pointe North. 

“I bought a house in 
(Grosse Pointe Farms) 
and I’ve been here my 
entire life. And I want 
to make sure that any 
kids that I have… have 
the same opportunities 
that I did. There’s not 
really anybody that has 
that perspective on the 
board currently. And 
there’s not really any-
body that I saw on file 
to run,” Broman said. “I 
have been paying atten-
tion to the board since 
2008, when I was in 
high school,  and I 
started paying atten-
tion to board meetings 
and following along. 
And, you know, I’ve seen what effec-
tive board members do, (and) what 
ineffective board members do.”

Broman said that one of the ways 
the district continues to be ineffec-
tive is through the board’s lack of 
communication with the superinten-
d e n t .  H e  t h i n k s  t h a t  f o r 
Superintendent Jon Dean to perform 
to the best of his abilities, he needs 
more clarity in his role.

“I think the issue that faces the 
district right now is that the board 
has not given the superintendent the 
goals and targets that are necessary 
to succeed,” Broman said. “And so I 
don’t think that any superintendent, 
without goals from the community, 
is going to be effective.”

If he were elected, he would want 
to relay goals about student achieve-
ment and financial management to 
Dean. 

More specifically, Broman would 
support measures for the district to 
begin evaluating and setting goals 
not only for itself, but also specifi-
cally for Dean, using a student 
growth percentile — a measurement 
that aims to quantify how proficient 
students are at subjects from year to 
year. 

He would also want Dean’s perfor-
mance to be tied to the district’s 
adherence to nuanced approaches of 
evaluating its financial health, with 
a special focus of looking at whether 
or not the district is attempting to 

avoid having to take 
o u r  f u t u r e  l o a n s 
through bond initia-
tives.

“Are we budgeting 
with the mindset that 
we’re gonna go after 
another bond in 10 
years? Or are we bud-
geting with the mindset 
that the community 
isn’t going to approve 
that and so we have to 
do what we can do with 
what  we have? . . . ” 
Broman said. “My con-
cern is that we are bud-
geting with the thought 
that we’re gonna go out 
for another bond… And 
I don’t think that that’s 
the way to do it. I think 
that you need to budget 
like you’re not going to 
get another bond. It’s 
very expensive for tax-

payers.”
Outside of board policy issues, 

Broman indicated he would also 
communicate with the community in 
new ways, using a system of report-
ing his votes through social media 
platforms.

This commitment, he said, would 
make him continuously motivated to 
reason through his decisions effec-
tively and provide the necessary 
context of his votes to his constitu-
ents.

“But as best I could, I would 
explain every vote. And I think that 
if you have to explain every vote, 
you’re going to ask those questions 
in public. And you’re going to be a 
little bit more mindful about making 
sure that you have all the informa-
tion that you need,” Broman said.

While Broman recognizes that 
there are many areas of the district 
that need to be improved, he still 
considers GPPSS to be an excellent 
district, with significant potential to 
continue its prestigious legacy.

“The district continues to do a 
really good job of being the glue that 
ties the community together,” 
Broman said. “There’s obviously 
places for improvement, and so if 
you get more granular than just the 
district as a whole, I think we can 
have different ratings for different 
areas. But generally speaking, I 
think that this is an excellent school 
district.”

ELECTION

ELECTION AA

For two weeks in August, schools 
reporter Michael Hartt and other 
members of the Grosse Pointe 
News staff conducted interviews 
with all 10 candidates for the 
Grosse Pointe Public School 
System Board of Education. 

Each candidate was asked an 
exact list of questions, in the 
same order. Candidates had 
three minutes to provide an 

answer for each question. 
Additionally, each interview 

was recorded, with permission. 
Full transcripts of each candi-
date interview will be made 
available coinciding with the 
publication of this edition of 
the Grosse Pointe News at 
grossepointenews.com begin-
ning Thursday, Sept. 22. 

Candidates’ profiles and ques-

tionnaires are listed in alphabet-
ical order on the following 
pages.

As noted in the Sept. 1 Our 
View, there is a lot of mull over 
here. With 10 candidates for 
only three spots, it’s imperative 
for voters to use a critical eye 
when assessing who has the 
skills and attributes we need on 
our school board. 

Getting to know the candidates

Age: 30

Residence: Grosse 
Pointe Farms

Campaign website:

facebook.com/
willbroman

Campaign social 
media accounts:

Facebook:
William Broman 

Twitter:
@bromanw

Education 
highlights:

B.S. biomedical 
engineering, The 

George Washington 
University; 

J.D., Wayne State 
University Law 

School

Years in 
Grosse Pointe?

30

Current occupation: 

Patent attorney

William Broman
Age: 57

Residence: Grosse 
Pointe Park

Campaign website:

tcforgpschools.com

Campaign social 
media accounts:

Facebook:
Terry Collins for 

Grosse Pointe School 
Board

Education 
highlights:

Bachelor of Arts 
University of Detroit 

Years in 
Grosse Pointe? 

22 years

Current occupation: 

Finance Supervisor

Terence Collins
By Michael Hartt
Schools Reporter

By Michael Hartt
Schools Reporter

Will Broman Terence Collins

The League of Women Voters 
Grosse Pointe will host an in-per-
son forum featuring candidates 
vying for three seats on the Grosse 
Pointe  Publ ic  School  System 
Board of Education. The forum 
takes place at 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
Sept. 27, in the Brownell Middle 
School Auditorium.

The forum is open to the public. 

I t  a lso wil l  be l ive streamed 
through the GPPSS website, as 
well as recorded. League members 
will serve as moderator and time-
keeper.

The following candidates have 
been invited to participate:

William K. Broman
Terry Collins
Sean P. Cotton

Clint Derringer
Je Donna Dinges
Joseph Herd
Ginny L. Jeup
Timothy Klepp
Chris Lee
Valarie St. John
Community members are invited 

to submit questions for possible 
consideration by noon Monday, 

Sept.  26.  Submitted questions 
should be for  al l  candidates. 
Questions will not be accepted at 
the forum. To submit questions, 
visit lwvgrossepointe.org and click 
on the link to the question submis-
sion form. 

The forum will be available for 
viewing on the LWVGP YouTube 
channel on or after Sept. 28.

League of Women Voters GP hosts forum for school board candidates

MARY AUBREY-ROGERS
(313) 319-5679

Mary@ClickOnMary.com

06
17

21
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Although Sean Cotton 
has long considered him-
self a steadfast advocate 
of GPPSS, over the past 
several years, he has 
developed a sense of 
when to pause before 
accepting its preemi-
nence without thoughtful 
evaluation. 

Cotton recognizes that 
although GPPSS still has 
m a n y  i n c r e d i b l e 
resources at its disposal, 
there is always still room 
for improvement. He 
emphasized his commit-
ment to continually strive 
for greatness, rather than 
be complacent, at what-
ever level the district is 
currently achieving.

“There’s pieces to our 
school system that need 
to be better and can be 
better. I think some peo-
ple settle for good, and 
good is the enemy of 
great. There’s this 
entrenched pushback 
against anybody that 
points out criticisms 
within the school sys-
tem,” Cotton said. “And in 
my life and my experi-
ence, it’s when you get 
that kind of pushback 
that you know that you’re 
on the right path. And 
that’s where you need to start looking 
into systems and in the parts that make 
up those systems to determine how to 
make them better.”

One of his biggest concerns lies with 
the governance of the board, which he 
considers to be heavily tilted towards 
the administration’s control.

“When you have proper governance, 
you have a board and then you have 
management. The board creates policy 
(and) management executes it. And you 
can see time and again that the board is 
rubber stamping what management 
(wants),” Cotton said.  “It was clear to 
me in the last year, watching the meet-
ings, and with several more controver-
sial motions. And that’s what made me 
want to get involved after years of gov-
ernance experience.”

As a board member, Cotton would not 
only question the power balance of the 
district, but also further evaluate the 
administration to see if they are improv-
ing the district through their positions. 

He said that he is not campaigning to 
remove any particular administration 
members, but that he would not be 
opposed to doing so either, especially if 
they did not fare favorably with differ-

ent evaluation metrics in 
place.

“I’d look into their 
effectiveness. I don’t 
think that they’re given 
measurable goals. I think 
that there are serious 
issues when it comes to 
enrollment, to the fi nan-
cial viability of our school 
system, and to the mea-
surable goals of success 
for our students,” Cotton 
said. “And I’m not sure 
this is the administration 
that...can succeed, if they 
are given those measur-
able goals to achieve.”

Cotton’s criticism of 
board governance is not 
contained to the adminis-
tration’s role in the lead-
ership balancing act. He 
also thinks the board 
needs to be structured 
differently for it to be 
optimally effective.

If he were to win, he 
would work with other board members 
to create new committees, so that the 
board can spend more time working on 
and communicating about policy issues 
before they are voted on. He would also 
encourage his fellow board members to 
engage with the community at more 
events throughout the district, especially 
those involving municipal leaders.

Throughout his interview, Cotton said 
that his overarching goal as a board mem-
ber would be to return academic achieve-
ment to the forefront of the district’s 
priorities. Because of the district leader-
ship’s complacency in focusing on other 
initiatives through the recently adopted 
strategic plan, he said, changes in leader-
ship would likely also infl uence this aim.

“The strategic plan apparently has an 
answer for everything on it. And if you 
ever push back on it, the administration 
and their apologists will say, well, that’s 
in there. And academic excellence truly 
is not in that strategic plan,” Cotton 
said. “And if it was, it should be number 
one. It should be the absolute number 
one goal. And everything should fl ow 
around that. Every measurable goal in 
our system should flow around aca-
demic excellence.”

Age: 45

Residence: Grosse 
Pointe Farms

Campaign website: 

cotton4gp.com

Campaign social 
media accounts:

Email: sean4gp@
gmail.com

Instagram: @cotton4
gpschoolboard

Education 
highlights:

Grosse Pointe South 
High School, 1995; 

Bachelor of Science, 
New York University, 

Stern School of 
Business, 2000; Juris 

Doctor, Seton Hall 
University School of 

Law, 2003

Years in 
Grosse Pointe? 

20

Current occupation: 

Local business owner 
and attorney

Sean Cotton
By Michael Hartt
Schools Reporter

Sean Cotton

For Clint Derringer, 
the scrutiny that school 
board members fre-
quently face as a result 
of their positions was a 
motivation, rather than 
detraction, when decid-
ing to run for a board of 
education seat. He said 
that being able to effec-
tively carry out the 
duties the position 
requires, while under 
this duress, is not some-
thing everyone can do. 
However, he believes 
that because of his tenac-
ity, he can surmount the 
challenge.

“(The) climate (was) 
part of the motivation for 
me, as I approached the 
election, as a voter and 
as a parent. I was really 
hoping that there would 
be a candidate that I felt 
comfortable could stand 
in the face of all of that 
negativity, or potential 
negativity, and still do 
what they believed was 
right and communicate 
clearly,” Derringer said. 
“And as it got closer to 
the filing deadline… I 
thought that instead of 
hoping that somebody 
(else would take on the 
position)... I decided to 
do it myself.”

Although this  is 
Derringer’s fi rst time running for a 
GPPSS board of education seat, he has 
previously worked in the education 
industry. Soon after he graduated from 
college, he was hired as a substitute 
teacher at Lincoln High School in 
Warren. He eventually grew into an 
academic support role there, in which 
he was primarily responsible for iden-
tifying at-risk students and determin-
ing the resources they needed. An 
issue with the position’s funding led 
Derringer to shift his career to the pri-
vate sector, where he is currently 
employed at an automotive supplier.

In addition to working in a class-
room setting, Derringer also has expe-
rience with district policymaking. He 
was most recently involved in the 
GPPSS strategic planning committee. 
Throughout that planning process, he 
had conversations with district teach-
ers and administration members about 
the makeup of the plan, allowing him 
to learn more about the challenges fac-
ing GPPSS.

During that experience, he formed a 
positive view of the current adminis-

trative team, and was 
particularly enamored 
by their perseverance 
through unprecedented 
circumstances.

“I’m an advocate for 
the team that’s in place. 
I think they’ve faced 
some really global para-
digm shifting challenges. 
Right? Things that none 
of us have ever seen 
before,” Derringer said. 
“And I think that they 
handled those chal-
lenges and communi-
cated a plan (and) tried 
to execute that plan. 
They adapted when it 
was necessary (and) 
communicated when 
they had to adapt.”

While Derringer has 
been satisfi ed with the 
administration’s commu-
nication in the past, he 
thinks that the board of 
education needs to 
reevaluate how it com-
municates with its con-

stituents. He said that the board should 
consider using less formal communi-
cation channels on a more frequent 
basis.

“So I’d be interested in setting up 
other communication channels 
directly with the community… Our 
communications team for the district 
does a great job of surveys on a semi 
regular basis and communicating 
that.” Derringer said. “(However), 
that’s awfully static. And I wouldn’t 
say that it’s real time enough… (The 
communication) should be much more 
engaging and frequent between the 
members of the board and direct mem-
bers of the community.”

This suggestion relates closely to 
Derringer’s self-described characteris-
tic of being able to holistically consider 
many viewpoints, which he said is 
essential to have as a board of educa-
tion member. With these skills, 
Derringer not only thinks that the rela-
tionship between the board and com-
munity would improve substantially, 
but that the board would be able to 
more effectively carry out its duties.

Age: 38

Residence: City of 
Grosse Pointe

Campaign website: 

ClintDerringer
ForGPSchools.com

Campaign social 
media accounts:

Facebook:
Clint Derringer
For GP Schools 

Instagram:
@CDForGPSchools

Education 
highlights:

Lincoln High School, 
2001; University of 

Michigan (Ann 
Arbor), B.A. in Sport 

Management & 
Communications, 

2005; Uof M 
(Dearborn) M.S. in 
Program & Project 
Management, 2018

Years in 
Grosse Pointe? 

6

Current occupation: 

Program manager at 
Stellantis

Clint Derringer
By Michael Hartt
Schools Reporter

Clint Derringer

The Kerby Elementary School playground is in desper-
ate need of an overhaul and the community is being asked 
to help.

Playing outside is an important part of a child’s develop-
ment and the current playground at Kerby has become 
unsafe. 

Even the smallest contributions are helpful, so the Kerby 
PTO is asking those will to donate to give what they can. 
Corporate and individual sponsorships also are available.

Those who’d like to be a part of helping update the Kerby 
playground into a safer environment for kids should email 
carolyn.steiner@rate.com for more information.

Individual donations 
may be made via the 
fo l lowing  op t ions : 
Checks made payable 
to “Kerby PTO” may 
be mailed or dropped 
off at Kerby School, 
285  Kerby,  Grosse 
Po i n t e  Fa r m s ,  M I 
48236. To use PayPal, 
visit paypal.com/give-
n o w  a n d  s e a r c h 
“Kerby PTO.”

Kerby PTO seeks help for new playground

A rendering of the proposed playground for Kerby.

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

The current Kerby playground.

092222
Paid for by the Committee to Elect Ginny Jeup - GP School Board, 490 Lincoln Road, Grosse Pointe 48230
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Je Donna Dinges is run-
ning for a board of educa-
tion seat because of her 
passion and concern for 
GPPSS students. She said 
that two particular inci-
dents at board of educa-
tion meetings galvanized 
her to act on her long held 
passion for supporting 
public education.

The first incident 
occurred in January when 
a white resident came to a 
board of education meet-
ing and used a racial slur 
while making a public 
comment. The second 
occurred more recently, in 
April, when a student who 
had recently graduated 
from Parcells Middle 
School, addressed the 
board of education in a 
public comment to 
express his disapproval of 
the district’s culture.

Dinges said that, in the 
latter event, it was not the 
student’s words that upset 
her, but the board mem-
ber’s response to them.

“(Deputy Superin-
tendent of Education 
Services) Dr. (Roy) Bishop 
did acknowledge he was there,” Dinges 
said. “But there (were) ten other adults 
(who) were on that stage after a four hour 
meeting, and they didn’t even acknowl-
edge that this child came to speak to them. 
I was truly disturbed by that.”

Dinges later related issues like this to 
the district’s declining enrollment, saying 
that the loss of students has been par-
tially spurred by the district’s culture.

“Well, I think (the causes of the dis-
trict’s declining enrollment are) multifac-
eted… A big part of what I’m hearing is 
that students don’t feel heard. They don’t 
feel supported,” Dinges said. “We know 
that there have been multiple incidents of 
racism in the school district, that’s part of 
what I’m hearing from families that I’m 
talking to, that people don’t want their 
children’s spirits to be broken. They don’t 
want them to experience the racism.”

Dinges recognized that altering the 
culture of the school district is a multifac-
eted issue, but still spoke at length of her 
dedication to do so. She used a recent 
event, involving the district’s federally 
funded school breakfast program, to 
illustrate her commitment to issues that 
impassion her.

After fi nding out that some schools in 
GPPSS would not offer school breakfast 
to students because only one or two were 
likely to participate, she said that she 
called district Superintendent Dr. Jon 

Dean and Deputy 
Super intendent  of 
Bus iness  Serv ices 
Amanda Matheson to fi nd 
a solution for those stu-
dents. In the end, the dis-
trict decided that any 
student, at any school, 
who needs a school break-
fast can get one.

Dinges spoke widely 
about one of her overarch-
ing goals related to her 
work with maintaining 
students’ access to school 
breakfast: ensuring that 
students with disparate 
backgrounds and abilities 
have access to the 
resources they need to 
both succeed academi-
cally and feel welcome in 
their school community.

“I think that a school 
system is only as great as its most vulner-
able students. So you can’t call yourself 
great if everybody isn’t achieving… There 
are different learners, students who may 
be neurodivergent, special needs stu-
dents, how do we get them included?” 
Dinges said. “Or the students who, maybe 
their personal best is a C, or students who 
don’t want to matriculate, you know, 
they’re not going to graduate from high 
school and matriculate to college.”

Recognizing that constituents will want 
to provide input to her ideas, Dinges 
detailed her approach to communicating 
with them. She said that while email, 
phone calls and comments at board meet-
ings would likely make up a signifi cant 
portion of her discourse, she would be 
comfortable with anyone contacting her 
at any time, regardless of who they voted 
for.

“I think that board members have to, if 
you’re on the school board, you have to 
be open to hearing from your constitu-
ents, wherever they are. So they might 
catch you at Kroger or at Panera. That’s 
perfectly okay,” Dinges said. “And the 
school board members should feel like 
they have a responsibility to be respon-
sive to the people that elected them, 
whether they feel that that particular 
individual voted for them or not. That’s 
irrelevant, because these seats are at 
large.”

Age: 59

Residence: Grosse 
Pointe Woods

Campaign website: 

jdingesforschool
board.com

Campaign social 
media accounts:

Facebook: JeDonna 
Dinges for Grosse 

Pointe School Board 

Instagram: 
@jedonnadinges
forgpschoolboard

Education 
highlights:

BA University of 
Detroit, 1987

Years in 
Grosse Pointe? 

12

Current occupation: 

CEO, Margaux 
& Max LLC

Je Donna Dinges
By Michael Hartt
Schools Reporter

Je Donna Dinges

After two years as the 
president of the GPPSS 
board of education, 
Joseph Herd said that he 
is pleased with the prog-
ress the board has made 
under his leadership. He 
would still, though, like to 
accomplish more in a 
subsequent four year 
term.

During his partial term, 
Herd has navigated 
through many policy 
decisions that have 
impacted and will con-
tinue to impact the dis-
trict significantly. Soon 
after he was elected, he 
was thrusted into debates 
regarding the district’s 
policies to combat 
COVID-19, culminating 
in a decision to resume in-
person instruction, which 
he voted in favor of. 

He said that, early in his 
term, he gained a consid-
erable amount of respect 
for Superintendent Dr. 
Jon Dean, when many of 
these COVID-19 policy 
discussions were taking 
place.

“When the pandemic 
began, I personally sup-
ported the masking and 
being careful, because 
you know, more than a 
million people died. So 
we didn’t know (what) 
we’re dealing with,” Herd said. “A year 
and a half later into the pandemic, I was 
one of the board members that said, 
against the administration and honestly 
against most of the teachers, that we 
need to get back to school… I disagree(d) 
with (Dean) at that point, as did a few of 
the other board members, and we voted 
to return to school. And he didn’t take 
that personally.”

Herd also discussed changes made to 
the district throughout his term, besides 
those used to control the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 

While he resolutely believes in the 

Grosse Pointe Public 
School System’s long-
standing reputation of 
providing an excellent 
education, he thinks the 
district still has progress 
to make in order for it to 
be considered fully inclu-
sive. 

“I think that we’re cur-
rently working on making 
it an inclusive system. 
Inclusive in this sense, 
though, (that) we can 
meet children where they 
are and help them 
improve from that point… 
I think what we can do is 
to make sure that each 
child has the opportunity 
to improve upon what 
they have.”

Herd’s comments 
regarding the need for 
inclusivity relate closely 
to his actions as board 
president to vote in favor 
of the district’s recently 
adopted strategic plan.

Overall, throughout his 
term, Herd has been concerned about 
some community members’ dismissal of 
the district’s achievements. He does not 
think this negative discourse is con-
structive, and he has concerns about 
how it may affect the district’s image.

“The reason that I ran is to make peo-
ple aware of what’s going on… When 
maybe your children have graduated 
from the high schools, then there’s a 
tendency to listen to some of the buzz 
around the community that may be neg-
ative,” Herd said. “And, of course, there 

Age: 60

Residence: Grosse 
Pointe Woods

Campaign website: 

facebook.com/
JHforgpschoolboard

Campaign social 
media accounts:

Facebook: Joseph 
Herd for GP School 

Board

Education 
highlights:

Master’s degree, 
social work, 
University of 

Michigan Ann Arbor; 
bachelor’s degree, 
criminal justice, 
Michigan State 

University 

Years in 
Grosse Pointe? 

15

Current occupation: 

Retired as Deputy 
Chief of United 

States Probation, 
Eastern District of 
Michigan in 2020, 

after 28 years

Joseph Herd
By Michael Hartt
Schools Reporter

Joseph Herd

See HERD, page 21A

What’s on the Jot
In addition to in-person inteviews, 

each candidate for school board was 
asked to complete an emailed 
Jotform questionnaire. 

The questionnaires served to pro-
vide Grosse Pointe News staff with 
background information on each 
candidate to more completely tell 
their stories.

Aside from full name and contact 
information, candidates were asked 
to share their campaign websites and 
social media sites, as well as educa-
tion highlights, the number of years 
they’ve lived in the Grosse Pointes 
and current occupation.

Additionally, the following was 

asked:
◆ Tell us a little about your back-

ground, and why it positions you well 
for the GP Schools Board of 
Education

◆ What do you feel are the top 
three “hot button” issues in this elec-
tion and how do you plan to address 
them?

◆ If you had to name three of the 
most important issues to you person-
ally, what would they be?

◆ What three words would best 
describe you?

The Jotform data collected also 
may be found online at grossepointe
news.com.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
State Farm General Insurance Company
Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas
State Farm Lloyds
Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company
Winter Haven, FL

2001868

Get surprisingly 
great Home & 
Auto rates.

Here’s the deal, our Home and Auto 
rates are already great. But when you 
combine with State Farm®, you can 
save even more. Call me to discover 
your surprisingly great rates on Home 
and Auto today.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm underwriting requirements.

Ed Lazar Insurance Agency Inc
Ed Lazar, Agent
ed@edlazarinsurance.com
www.edlazarinsurance.com
Bus: 313-882-0600

09
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Ginny Jeup moved to 
Grosse Pointe for the 
schools. All three of her 
children have attended a 
school in GPPSS, and all 
three of them are plan-
ning on graduating from a 
GPPSS high school. 

Through the pandemic, 
Jeup’s long held satisfac-
tion with the school sys-
tem waned, as she said 
she began to notice 
changes to the quality of 
GPPSS’s governance. 
These changes compelled 
her to become more 
involved with school sys-
tem policy issues, and 
later, they were a factor in 
her decision to run for a 
board of education seat.

“I would be right behind 
my daughter’s computer, 
watching everything 
going on and (I) just real-
ized how much she was 
missing. When they failed 
to open the schools, that 
became an issue (I) 
started following (to an) 
even greater (extent)…” 
Jeup said. “I didn’t think 
the administration was 
getting our kids back to school in time, 
and therefore, I sat up straight and 
decided to run for school board.”

Throughout the pandemic, and after 
its prominence in current events dwin-
dled, Jeup felt dissatisfi ed with the gen-
eral direction of the district. She used the 
recently adopted strategic plan as an 
example of what she considers the dis-
trict’s decline, saying that the plan does 
not focus on things that will continue to 
make the school system successful.

“We’ve had great experiences in Grosse 
Pointe public schools, (but) I think we’ve 
taken we’ve taken a wrong turn. I feel like 
the administration is not supporting an 
agenda that I believe in at this point,” Jeup 
said. “We have a strategic plan… (that) 
emphasizes social emotional learning, 
restorative practices, (and) DEI — which 
is diversity, equity, inclusion… There’s not 
one sentence sentence on academic excel-
lence (in the entire strategic plan). And I 
feel like we need to get back to the basics 
and and keep Grosse Pointe moving in 
that direction.”

If elected to the board, Jeup said she 
would implement changes like revised 
superintendent evaluations and new 
opportunities for board communication 
with the public. 

One of her criticisms of the current 
superintendent evaluation process is 
that she does not believe it measures 
quantitative benchmarks. She suggested 
using information on student headcount 
and teacher recruitment — two issues 
she believes are imperative to the viabil-

ity of the district — to 
make a more reasoned 
evaluation of the current 
leaders.

In addition to speaking 
about the importance of 
the board’s evaluation of 
the district’s administra-
tors, she also detailed how 
she would provide oppor-
tunities for the commu-
nity to better evaluate and 
offer feedback to the 
board of education.

“In discussing this with 
other teachers, commu-
nity (members),  taxpay-
ers, (and) parents, what I 
really think is we need to, 
at least once a month, go 
into the schools… and 
have little powwows with 
board members,” Jeup 

said. “Directly with anyone who wants 
to show up — if you’re a taxpayer, if 
you’re a parent, if you’re a teacher, we 
need to hear all the feedback… We need 
to have, again, an open board that allows 
for community discussion for all.”

Throughout her career, Jeup has worn 
many hats that she said would aid in her 
ability to not only communicate effec-
tively with her constituents, but also pro-
vide the necessary oversight required of 
a board of education member.

She started out in the education fi eld, 
earning a degree from the University of 
Massachusetts to teach elementary edu-
cation. However, her life took a different 
path, and she has since been a corporate 
recruiter, real estate agent and self 
employed business owner. Furthermore, 
throughout her 22 years living in Grosse 
Pointe, she has volunteered in several 
educational capacities, at both her chil-
dren’s schools and at Younglife, a 
Christian ministry organization.

Her career choices have culminated 
in her developing the self-described 
characteristic of being a doer, a trait 
she considers to be her most signifi -
cant attribute.

“Well, my strongest attribute is that I 
am a doer. I get things done. I follow 
things through from beginning to the 
end,” Jeup said. “And I have a job that 
gives me the time and the energy to put 
into this. If there’s an issue at Defer, 
Brownell, South, North, wherever, I will 
be there. I will be hands-on in this job for 
the next four years.”

Age: N/A

Residence: City of 
Grosse Pointe

Campaign website: 

jeup4gpschools.com

Campaign social 
media accounts:

Facebook: Ginny 
Jeup for Grosse 

Pointe School Board

Education 
highlights:

University of 
Massachusetts, K-5 

Teaching Certifi cate; 
Real Estate License 

Years in 
Grosse Pointe? 

22

Current occupation: 

Mother to three 
daughters and 

self-employed small 
business owner

Ginny Jeup
By Michael Hartt
Schools Reporter

Ginny Jeup

In a politically polar-
ized age,  Timothy 
Klepp has an uncon-
ventional  ideal  for 
good governance: una-
nimity.  I f  he were 
elected as a school 
board member, he said 
that he would provide a 
neutral perspective to 
the board, replete with 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a n d 
focus.

“People like myself, 
( w h o )  w o u l d  ( b e 
viewed) as sort of more 
balanced and (who can 
see both) sides of situ-
ations need to insert 
ourselves into the pro-
cess. We can sit and 
allow extremes to take 
over conversations and 
make their point of 
view seem like the 
most important thing 
happening in our dis-
trict, or we can weigh 
in and try to serve the 
community in a way 
that tries to… focus on 
the core mission of the 
schools,” Klepp said. And not to be 
too pollyannaish about it, but I 
would really, really like to see seven 
to none decisions coming out of the 
board as opposed to four to three, 
or whatever it’s been. And not in a 
way (in which) people get ham-
mered into agreements on things, 
but let’s, you know, work together 
and then figure out ways to craft 
solutions that everybody can buy 
into.”

Klepp’s desire for a more unified 
board is only one of the reasons 
why he is  running.  He also 
expressed, more generally, a desire 
to support the public education sys-
tem — but especially GPPSS, 
because of its track record of aca-
demic excellence.

While discussing the state of the 
district, Klepp was not particularly 
critical of the current administra-
tion members. He noted their col-
lective experience and enthusiasm, 
but also suggested that there are 
likely people who could more effec-
tively manage the district.

“I have talked personally with all 
of the three key leaders — Dr. Dean, 
Dr. Bishop and Ms. Matheson. I 
think they’re all absolutely commit-
ted to doing, you know, their jobs,” 
Klepp said. Well, they all are, you 
know, diligent, informed (and) 
articulate. They know what they 
want to get accomplished in (their) 
jobs. And they’re meeting that with 
a level of earnestness.”

He later connected his reserva-

tions about the admin-
i s t r a t i o n  t o  h i s 
objectives, saying that 
he thinks procuring 
and retaining quality 
staff members should 
be one of the district’s 
primary goals, along 
with good financial 
standing and empha-
sizing the importance 
of achievement among 
students.

“The overall finan-
cial stability of the dis-
trict is really primary 
to me because it drives 
so many decis ions 
about what you can 
and cannot do,” Klepp 
said. “I think that just 

the overall quality of the district’s 
achievement is a really central and 
major hot button (issue). And I 
think the third is just the retention 
and development of excellent and 
excellent staff. You know, so that 
goes for the administration, how I 
described them before. All four are 
earnestly switched on, but they 
probably need, you know, they 
probably need their own develop-
ment.”

Regardless of the progress he 
would be able to make in changing 
the dynamic of the board, Klepp 
committed to communicating with 
his constituents throughout the pro-
cess.

He recognized the complex 
dynamic of using social media chan-
nels, indirectly praising the ease of 
communication that they offer, 
while also conceding that they pro-
vide an unrealistic depiction of com-
munity sentiment. Because of their 
problematic nature, he committed 
to connecting with community 
members in other ways as well.

“For a lot of people, social media 
is like their primary form of com-
munication. So I, along with all the 
other candidates, we all have our 
sites up. And if I am fortunate 
enough to win, I would anticipate 
keeping that up,” Klepp said. “I 
don’t know what that second avenue 
is going to be besides social media, 
but I think there has to be some sort 
of community outreach element that 
would be available to people.”

Age: 54

Residence: Grosse 
Pointe Park

Campaign website: 

N/A

Campaign social 
media accounts:

Facebook: Tim Klepp 
for GPPSS Board of 

Education

Education 
highlights:

Undergraduate de-
gree, Michigan State 

University, 1990; 
MBA, Indiana, 1998

Years in 
Grosse Pointe? 

19

Current occupation: 

Partner, 
IBM Consulting

Timothy Klepp
By Michael Hartt
Schools Reporter

Timothy Klepp

Financial planning has 
become a catchphrase in 
recent years, and it’s some-
thing many consumers 
may not fully understand. 
Learning some key compo-
nents of fi nancial planning 
can help people have more 
capital on hand to help 
them achieve their short- 
and long-term goals.

A 2018 study commis-

sioned by GuideVine that 
polled 1,000 Americans 30 
and older about their 
fi nances found that many 
lack knowledge of basic 
fi nancial terms. In addition, 
the study found that numer-
ous people feel completely 
lost in regard to having a 
solid plan with their money. 
Financial planning can be 
intimidating, but learning 

the basics of sound money 
management can help peo-
ple secure their financial 
futures.

According to the online 
l e a r n i n g  r e s o u r c e 
WiseGeek, fi nancial plan-
ning is a process of setting 
objectives, assessing assets 
and resources, estimating 
future fi nancial needs, and 
making plans to achieve 

fi nancial goals. Investing, 
risk management, retire-
ment planning, tax require-
ments, and estate planning 
are key components of 
fi nancial planning.

To get started with fi nan-
cial planning, the fi nancial 
guide and online resource 
Ramsay says individuals 
will need to see where they 
stand fi nancially, establish 
fi nancial goals and create a 
plan to reach those goals. 
While a person can create 
his or her own financial 
plan, oftentimes the help of 
a financial planner can 
make sure that all avenues 
are being explored, espe-
cially for fi nancial novices.

It’s important to note 
that fi nancial planning may 
mean different things to 
different people. For some, 
planning may revolve 
around saving for a child’s 
college tuition but still hav-
ing enough money left to 
retire. Another person may 
be looking to save extra 
money to invest in a busi-
ness venture. Others who 
are living paycheck to pay-
check may need help 
reevaluating their spend-
ing so they can grow their 
savings.

One of the key compo-

nents of fi nancial planning 
is to begin doing it as soon 
as possible. A fi nancial plan 
can be instituted at any age, 
and goals can be revisited 
as life changes occur.

Financial advisors can be 
invaluable resources for 
people who need help 
managing their money. 
There’s an existing mis-
conception that financial 
advisors are only for the 
rich, but anyone can bene-
fi t from some guidance in 
regard to their finances. 
The key is fi nding a plan-
ner who understands your 
needs and is willing to 
work with you, no matter 
how big or small your 
fi nancial dreams may be.

According to U.S. News 
and World Report, some 
financial advisors are no 
longer interested in work-
ing with people without 
substantial portfolios. 
Certain fi rms have stopped 
paying commissions to 
brokers for accounts that 
are considered small, 
including customers with 
assets worth between 
$100,000 and $500,000. 
While that can make it dif-
fi cult to fi nd fi nancial help, 
there are ways to receive 
assistance.

Financial planning strat-
egies are something any-
one can learn and utilize to 
secure their financial 
futures. 

Start thinking about financial planning now

COURTESY PHOTO

While a person can create his or her own fi nancial 
plan, oftentimes the help of a fi nancial planner can 
make sure that all avenues are being explored, espe-
cially for fi nancial novices.
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Through his  four 
years as a board of 
educat ion  member, 
Dr. Christopher Lee 
said that his thought 
p r o c e s s  r e g a r d i n g 
board pol icy issues 
has changed substan-
tially.  Early on, Lee 
realized that some of 
the issues he strongly 
supported would not 
be real ist ic  for  the 
b o a r d  t o  a d o p t , 
la rge ly  because  o f 
advice  he  rece ived 
f r o m  t h e  d i s t r i c t 
administration. 

“ When I  f i rst  got 
e l e c t e d ,  a n d  e v e n 
before I  got elected 
four years ago, I wore 
a path to Dr. Dean’s 
office. I had all these 
g r e a t  i d e a s  a b o u t 
k e e p i n g  a l l  o u r 
schools open. And he 
would (explain to me 
why these ideas were 
not  poss ible) ,”  Lee 
said. “Dr. Dean (is) so 
f a r  a h e a d  o f  t h e 
curve, thinking about 
all of these kinds of 
problems, whether it 
be trying to get more 
kids enrolled, whether it’s fixing 
our aging buildings, test scores. 
There’s so many different hats 
he’s wearing.”

Lee’s faith in the current dis-
trict administration is one of the 
primary reasons he is running for 
another term. He is proud of the 
work that he and his fellow board 
members — in conjunction with 
the administration — have accom-
plished over the past four years, 
and wants to preserve it.

“The real reason I’m running 
again is I really like our adminis-
tration, I like many of the school 
board members,  I  think we’re 
going in a  real ly  good direc-
tion…” Lee said.  “So that’s why 
— I’m trying to maintain the good 
direction we have our school dis-
trict going in.”

Over the past four years, Lee 
has voted on all of the most for-
mative agenda items discussed by 
t h e  b o a r d :  r e c o n f i g u r a t i o n , 
school closures, COVID-19 poli-
cies, and the strategic plan. While 
reflecting on these decisions, he 
said they were al l  diff icult  to 
make, and that they are all still 
impacting the district  in some 
way. He also noted the impor-
tance of evaluating each of these 
decisions as a different issue, 
unrelated to political inclinations 

or viewpoints. When 
evaluating decisions 
that will  have to be 
m a d e  i n  t h e  n e a r 
fu ture ,  he  i s  most 
c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t 
t h o s e  r e l a t i n g  t o 
declining enrollment.

Lee said that GPPSS 
faces additional chal-
lenges than most dis-
t r i c t s  d o  w h e n 
c o n f r o n t i n g  t h i s 
problem. He noted, 
what he considers to 
be, a lack of afford-
ab i l i t y  in  the  d i s -
trict’s housing stock.

“We’re not unique, 
every district is fac-
ing (declining enroll-
ment).  And what to 
do about it ,  how we 
can get a bigger share 
of  the starter fami-

lies, it’s an uphill battle, because 
we don’t  have a lot  of  starter 
homes in Grosse Pointe.  That 
puts us at a huge disadvantage,” 
Lee said. “We do everything we 
can to find out why people leave. 
It’s often not related to problems 
they have with the district, but 
i t ’s  related to jobs elsewhere. 
And we just can’t get young fami-
lies here. We don’t have a house 
for them to buy.”

Lee suggested that much of the 
discourse about  the distr ic t ’s 
decisions and struggles over the 
past several years have largely 
been the cause of a vocal minor-
ity of the community. He empha-
s i z e d  h i s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o 
cont inu i ty,  imply ing  tha t  he 
would continue to play the same 
role on the board and communi-
cate with the community in the 
same way if he were elected for 
another term.

“We get about a million emails 
that we read. And so that doesn’t 
always represent the whole com-
munity. That represents the part 
of the community that wants to 
write us an email. It’s the same 
thing at school board meetings,” 
Lee said. “So you have to be a lit-
tle careful. And so I talk to com-
munity people… and (I still have) 
kids in the district.”

Age: 75

Residence: City of 
Grosse Pointe

Campaign website: 

N/A

Campaign social 
media accounts:

N/A

Education 
highlights:

Grosse Pointe High 
School, 1964; BSE 

Univeristy of 
Michigan, 1968; M.D. 

Wayne State 
University, 1972; 

Orthopedic residency 
WSU, 1976; 
Orthopedic 

Fellowship, Stanford 
University, 1977

Years in 
Grosse Pointe? 

70

Current occupation: 

Orthopedic surgeon

Dr. Christopher Lee
By Michael Hartt
Schools Reporter

Dr. Christopher Lee

Of al l  the  c i t ies 
Valarie St. John and 
her partner evaluated 
w h e n  t h e y  w e r e 
searching for housing 
near  Sel fr idge Air 
National Guard Base, 
they chose Grosse 
Pointe because of its 
appeal as an excellent 
place to raise a family. 
St. John thinks that 
her unique position as 
a candidate who is 
young and recently 
moved to the school 
district may help her 
with some of the issues 
facing the board — if 
she were to be elected.

“We just  need to 
attract more literal 
people into the district 
and young families. 
And I think that I’m 
especially well poised 
to  he lp  wi th  that 
because my family 
moved here…” St. John 
said. “We chose Grosse 
Pointe because we felt 
that it was the best dis-
trict to raise our family 
and I feel like we know 
what young families 
are looking for, how to make it a 
safe and welcoming environment 
for young families, and (how to) 
make it really attractive (for) new 
people to come into the district.”

Among the issues St. John is pas-
sionate about are the recent drop in 
enrollment, the reputation of the 
district, and assuring that it remains 
fiscally stable.

In order to effectively accomplish 
her goals, St. John will lean on her 
strengths: communication and 
research skills. She considers these 
traits especially important for any-
one running for a board of educa-
tion seat.

“I think board of education mem-
bers should be very good listeners. 
I think they should have good con-
flict resolution skills,” St. John said. 
“And, I think that they should be 
really willing to dig into the details 
and do research before the meet-
ings so that they can come prepared 
with all the knowledge, (having) 
looked at all of the facts before they 
get there. I think that probably my 
conflict resolution skills are the 
best.”

Because of St. John’s concern 
about the district administration’s 
communication style with its stake-
holders, her skills would likely lend 
themselves to impacting this issue, 
which she believes is closely linked 
to other problems in the district.

“ I  t h i n k  t h e r e ’ s 
a l w a y s  r o o m  f o r 
improvement. And I 
think that  we can 
always especially work 
better for communica-
tion between the super-
in tendent  and the 
administration and all 
the other stakeholders 
in our district:  the 
teachers, the parents, 
(and) the students,” St. 
John said. “We all I 
think, we all need to 
work on our communi-
cation a lot better. So I 
think that that’s an 
area where we could 
improve. But, I know 
that they are trying, I 
know that.”

St. John said that she 
vows to do a better job 

of communicating with constituents 
than the current board does. 
Throughout her campaign, she has 
actively responded to emails sent to 
her campaign email address, and 
she said that if elected to the board, 
she would continue to respond to 
all of her constituents through her 
official board email. 

Some of St. John’s nuanced sug-
gestions for improving intradistrict 
communication included revising 
the superintendent evaluation pro-
cess — so that the superintendent 
can better communicate his skills to 
the community — and more widely 
advertising the district’s feedback 
surveys.

“I think that the community sur-
veys that we do are a good start, but 
I don’t think that they’re distributed 
widely enough. I think they could 
be advertised more. A lot of people 
will have said, ‘I didn’t see the com-
munity survey,’ ” St. John said. “I 
(also) think (the superintendent 
evaluation process) should be more 
like teacher evaluations, where the 
teachers have to come up with some 
specific benchmarks for how how 
they’re going to be evaluated. You 
know, the teachers already have to 
do that, it puts the onus on them. 
And I think that the superintendent 
should also have to come up with 
some specific measurable goals for 
how to do that.”

Age: 34

Residence: Grosse 
Pointe Park

Campaign website: 

valariestjohn.com

Campaign social 
media accounts:

Facebook: St. John 
for GPPSS Board of 

Education

Instagram:
@stjohn4gppss

Education 
highlights:

B.A. in World 
Literatures and 

Master’s Degree in 
Public Health

Years in 
Grosse Pointe? 

4

Current occupation: 

Public health 
consultant

Valarie St. John
By Michael Hartt
Schools Reporter

Valarie St. John

are always things we can 
work on. But I think chil-
dren here are currently 
receiving an excellent 
education, I think that 
they’re in a safe environ-
ment and I think that (it) 
is a place where the 
administration and school 
board has been open to 
ideas that have come from 
the community.”

Herd attributes much of 
this negative discourse to 
the increasingly politically 
polarized climate, both 
nationally and in GPPSS. 

He related his persistent 
attempts to combat this 
issue as indicators of his 
own critically reasoned 
communication skills. 

While he seemed to 
acknowledge that there 

will inevitably be much 
overlap in the ten school 
board candidates’ plat-
forms, he suggested that 
his communication skills 
will markedly set him 
apart.

“It’s easy to have con-
versations with people 
that you agree with, but 
sometimes you’re gonna 
disagree. And I believe 
that it’s important that 
you’re able to have hon-

est, open communication 
with others,” Herd said. 
“There’s a tendency in 
this country right now for 
us to be so divided that if 
I’m a Republican, and I 
say something that’s 

good, well, if I’m a 
Democrat, I’m going to 
disagree, and vice versa. 
And that shouldn’t be. So 
we really should all be 
grounded upon what’s 
best for our children.”

HERD:
Continued from page 19A

Of the 10 candidates for the Grosse 
Pointe Public School System Board 
of Education, four have received 
official endorsements.

◆ Je Donna Dinges of Grosse 
Pointe Woods has received endorse-
ments from the Michigan Regional 
Council of Carpenters and Michigan 
National Organization for Women.

◆ Clint Derringer of the City of 
Grosse Pointe has been endorsed by 
the Grosse Pointe Education 
Association. 

◆ Timothy Klepp of Grosse Pointe 
Park also received an endorsement 
from the Grosse Pointe Education 
Association.

◆ A third endorsement from the 
Grosse Pointe Education Association 
was given to Valarie St. John of 
Grosse Pointe Park, who also 
received endorsement from the 
national organization, Run for 
Something. Additionally, St. John 
earned the “Gun Sense Candidate” 
designation from Moms Demand 
Action.

Endorsements

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Terry Collins • GP School Board, 1222 Harvard Road, Grosse Pointe Park 
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SEAN COTTON IS A PROUD 1995 GRADUATE OF
GROSSE POINTE SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL. HE EARNED
HIS BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE FROM NEW
YORK UNIVERSITY'S STERN SCHOOL OF BUSINESS.
HE THEN RECEIVED HIS JURIS DOCTOR FROM
SETON HALL UNIVERSITY OF LAW. 

AFTER MEETING HIS WIFE, NANCY,
IN LAW SCHOOL, SEAN KNEW HE

WANTED TO RAISE HIS FAMILY
BACK HOME IN GROSSE POINTE. 

SEAN ENJOYS SPENDING TIME SERVING HIS
COMMUNITY. HE HAS SERVED ON MANY BOARDS SUCH
AS THE DETROIT HISTORICAL SOCIETY, THE GROSSE
POINTE HOUSING FOUNDATION, AND THE DETROIT
CRIME COMMISSION. 

FOR SCHOOL BOARDFOR SCHOOL BOARD
SEAN COTTONSEAN COTTON

DUCATIONEDUCATION 
& EXPERIENCE& EXPERIENCE

AMILYFAMILY

LOCALLOCAL 
SUPPORTSUPPORT

@COTTON4GPSCHOOLBOARD | COTTON4GP.COM | SEAN4GP@GMAIL.COM@COTTON4GPSCHOOLBOARD | COTTON4GP.COM | SEAN4GP@GMAIL.COM

ABOVE ALL, SEAN IS DEVOTED TO ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE, OUR STUDENTS'ABOVE ALL, SEAN IS DEVOTED TO ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE, OUR STUDENTS'
SSUUCCCCEESSSS, AANNDD MMAAKKIINNGG OOUURR SSCCHHOOOOLL SSYYSSTTEEMM TTHHEE BBEESSTT IINN TTHHEE MMIIDDWWEESSTT.SUCCESS, AND MAKING OUR SCHOOL SYSTEM THE BEST IN THE MIDWEST. 

HIS EXPERIENCE, ABILITY AND WILLINGNESS TO LISTEN, AND PROVENHIS EXPERIENCE, ABILITY AND WILLINGNESS TO LISTEN, AND PROVEN
COMMITMENT TO THE COMMUNITY SHOW THAT SEAN CAN MAKE IT HAPPEN.COMMITMENT TO THE COMMUNITY SHOW THAT SEAN CAN MAKE IT HAPPEN. 

PAID FOR BY SEAN P. COTTON FOR GROSSE POINTE SCHOOL BOARDPAID FOR BY SEAN P. COTTON FOR GROSSE POINTE SCHOOL BOARD
121 KERCHEVAL AVE. GROSSE POINTE FARMS, MI, 48236121 KERCHEVAL AVE. GROSSE POINTE FARMS, MI, 48236

AFTER JOINING HIS FAMILY BUSINESS IN 2008, SEAN
CREATED INITIATIVES TO INSTILL VALUABLE SKILLS
IN HIS EMPLOYEES IN A COMPETITIVE FIELD. HE
INVESTED IN PEOPLE BY BUILDING TRAINING
PROGRAMS THAT BROUGHT THOUSANDS OF FIRST-
TIME WORKERS TO DOWNTOWN DETROIT. 

TODAY, HIS TWO SONS ATTEND
BROWNELL MIDDLE SCHOOL

AND ENJOY PLAYING LACROSSE
AND GROSSE POINTE FARMS

CITY LITTLE LEAGUE.

FAMILY MATTERS MORE THAN
ANYTHING TO SEAN, AND HE IS

THRILLED TO HAVE HIS CHILDREN &
NIECES & NEPHEWS ATTEND GROSSE

POINTE'S INCREDIBLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

HE IS A GENEROUS PHILANTHROPIST- DONATING TO THE
GROSSE POINTE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM, THE DETROIT
INSTITUTE OF ARTS, CURE EPILEPSY, AND MORE. IN HIS
SPARE TIME, SEAN CAN BE FOUND KEEPING THE PITCH
COUNT AT LOCAL GROSSE POINTE FARMS-CITY LITTLE
LEAGUE GAMES, ONE OF HIS FAVORITE HOBBIES.

092222
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Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236sir.com 313.888.8800

From the perfect 
stocking stuffer or host-
ess gift to fashionable 
wardrobe upgrades, 
guests will fi nd plenty of 
inspiration at the 2022 
Tau Beta Fall Market.

Since 2004, the Tau 
Beta Association has 
invited the community to 
browse the wares of a 
variety of vendors, pro-
viding everything from 
home goods and holiday 
décor to jewelry, hand-
bags and clothing for the 
whole family.

This year ’s market 
takes place from 9:30 
a.m. to 7 p.m. Friday, 
Sept. 30, and 9:30 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 
1, at The Grosse Pointe 
Club, 6 Berkshire Place, 
Grosse Pointe Farms. 

“The space is large and 
open, allowing for a 
seamless shopping expe-
rience all while admiring 
the view of Lake St. 
Clair,” said Powell 
Corbett, co-chair of the 
event with Julie Kaiser. 
“It is truly a gorgeous 

setting. People should 
take the opportunity of 
coming and checking 
out the venue while it is 
open to the public for 
such a special time.”

Originally a spring-
time affair, Tau Beta’s 
market moved to the fall 
last year, which, accord-
ing to organizers, makes 
for perfect holiday shop-
ping.

“We expanded on our 
holiday selection this 
year, because of the tim-
ing,” Kaiser said. “We 
have a really good ven-
dor committee that has a 
good idea of what people 
are looking for.”

Among them are seven 
new vendors, including 
Glamourpuss — a per-
fect addition for the 
changing season as it 
offers hats, gloves and 
“easy, grab-and-go gifts,” 
Corbett noted. 

Another newcomer is 
Susan Lister Locke 
Jeweler,  based in 
Nantucket,  offering 
timeless 18k gold and 
other precious metals.

“Susan has incorpo-
rated patterns and 

designs found in nature 
and paired them with 
vibrant gemstones,” 
Corbett said. “It’s truly a 
gorgeous collection.”

Among returning ven-
dors this year is Carrie 
D u n h a m ,  o f f e r i n g 
clutches and handbags, 
and Edit NY, which 
Corbett described as 
“Madison Avenue comes 
to The Grosse Pointe 
Club.”

“They showcase many 
unique gorgeous pieces,” 
Corbett said. “A Tau Beta 
Market favorite is their 
women’s bespoke jack-
ets. We are thrilled to 
have them returning.

“... Our vendor com-
mittee is amazing at 
finding different price 
points and the commit-
tee members are all 
ages, they have all differ-

ent styles, so we have a 
broad base of vendors 
that check all the boxes,” 
she added. “And they 
know which ones have 
to come back. … We 
have a bunch of wonder-

ful returning vendors 
that Grosse Pointers 
have come to love.” 

Those hoping to get a 
glimpse of what’s in 
store before it’s available 
to the general public are 
invited to a preview 
party fundraiser, from 6 
to 9 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 
29, at The Grosse Pointe 
Club. Men and women 
are invited to this special 
event, which includes 
live music, a signature 
“Fall Market-ini” cock-
tail, open bar, heavy hors 
d’oeuvres and shopping. 

Additionally, preview 
party guests may pur-
chase raffle tickets — 
$25 each or fi ve for $100 
— for a chance to win a 
selection of prizes, 
among them an agate 
and diamond pendant 
donated by Margaret 
Peabody; a B May 
Harbor python bag set 
donated by Girlie Girl; 
and a “Night on the 
Town” package featuring 
two tickets to Little 
Caesar’s Arena, a room 
at the MGM Grand 
Detroit and a meal for 
two at D Prime donated 
by Louis Theros and Joe 
Kaiser.

Tickets for the preview 
party are $75 in advance, 
$85 at the door.

“It’s a really, really 

exciting raffl e with a lot 
of items available,” 
Kaiser said. “It’s a really 
fun night overall, for 
men  and  women. 
Everyone’s excited about 
it.”

Those who bring their 
preview party tickets are 
admitted free to the 
Friday market and 
receive a free “Fall 
Market-ini” between 4 
and 7 p.m.

Also included during 
market days is a lunch 
buffet, available on the 
lower level of The Grosse 
Pointe Club.

“If you can’t make it to 
the preview, stop in 
Friday or Saturday,” 

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Tau Beta Fall Market 
returns Sept. 30-Oct. 1
Preview Party planned Sept. 29

COURTESY PHOTOS

Fall market will feature a variety of Claymore options for men.

Lizzie handbags will be featured with vendor Carrie 
Dunham.

Tau Beta’s Fall Market is chaired by Powell Corbett, 
left, and Julie Kaiser.

Glamourpuss NYC is new to the market this year.

◆ Addison Bay, Philadelphia, 
Pa.
◆ Bauble Stocking, Jacmel, 
Haiti 
Brighid French Designs, 
Grosse Pointe 
Carrie Dunham, Bay Head, NJ
◆ Claymore Shop, Birmingham
◆ Daniella Ortiz, Palm Beach, 
Fla.
Deseda, Lake Forest, Ill.
Duffi eld Lane, Grand Rapids
Edit NY, New York, NY
◆ Galmourpuss, New York, NY
Good Threads, Royal Oak
Jack and Jill, Western Springs, 
Ill.
Kathy Kamei Designs, Santa 
Barbara, Calf.
KP Designs, Atlanta
◆ Kricket Lane Designs, 
Chagrin Falls, Ohio
Pearly Vine by Heidi Ackley, 
New Albany, Ohio
◆ Susan Lister Locke Jeweler, 
Nantucket, Mass., and Palm 
Beach, Fla.
Tori Brown the Label, 
Greenwich, Conn.
Whitehead Studios, Lake 
Forest, Ill.
The WW Collection, Sewickley, 
Pa.
◆  denotes new vendor

Vendors

Tau Beta Association has promoted charitable and philanthrop-
ic projects and services to benefi t the people of southeastern 
Michigan for more than 100 years. Founded in 1901 as a non-
profi t association, Tau Beta has supported numerous causes in-
cluding tuberculosis treatment, Hamtramck Community House 
and Tau Beta Camp for metro Detroit girls and boys.
Tau Beta membership voted in January 2004 to partner with The 
Children’s Center of Detroit and focus its volunteer and fund-
raising efforts on activities for this worthwhile institution. 
Located near the Detroit Medical Center and established in 
1929, The Children’s Center of Detroit serves the mental and 
emotional well-being of thousands of at-risk children and fami-
lies in Detroit.
Presently, Tau Beta has a resident senior membership of more 
than 460 women, more than 240 non-resident senior members 
and more than 50 junior members.
For more information, visit taubeta.org.

About Tau Beta

See MARKET, page 4B
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313-886-3400
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Racing For Kids cre-
ated its Courageous Kids 
Award in 2017, to honor 
youngsters who are deal-
ing with serious medical 
conditions and chal-
lenges with inspirational 
strength, resolve and 
determination.   What 
originally was a one-day 
celebration turned into 
lifelong relationships for 
the Grosse Pointe-based 
international children’s 
charity. 

This year was no differ-
ent as three outstanding, 
new Courageous Kids 
were honored at the 16th 
annual Racing For Kids 
to The Hill event. This 
year’s award recipients 
were Jake Juip and Claire 
Juip of Grosse Pointe and 
Falan Becker of River 
Rouge.

Becker, 11, was born 
with cerebral palsy and 
was experiencing a 
decline in function when 
her grandmother, Sandy 
Becker, brought her to 
Children’s Hospital of 
Michigan in January. 
When she was admitted 
to the in-patient physical 
therapy program, Becker 
couldn’t walk or care for 
herself. After three 

months of intense ther-
apy, during which she 
gave it her all, she can 
now walk with a walker 
and is able to ride a spe-
cial Rifton bike around 
her neighborhood. She 
has also made excellent 
speech and communica-
tion gains. The physi-
cians and therapists at 
Children’s Hospital credit 

her success to her 
unstinting desire to 
improve and unrelenting 
courage in dealing with 
every issue she encoun-
ters.

Jake Juip, 16, and his 
sister, Claire Juip, 15, 
both were diagnosed in 
2016, with Friedreich’s 
Ataxia, a rare genetic dis-
ease. Their family had 

noticed Jake was having 
diffi culty maintaining his 
balance and often trip-
ping. After undergoing 
genetic testing, his diag-
nosis was made and fur-
ther testing revealed 
Claire also had the condi-
tion, although her symp-
t o m s  w e r e  l e s s 
pronounced.

Freidreich’s Ataxia has 

no treatment and no cure. 
Jake now uses a wheel-
chair full time, but has 
adapted to these signifi -
cant challenges with 
resilience and a positive 
attitude. He is junior class 
president at University 
Liggett School, where he 
is the school record 
holder and state cham-
pion for the 100M and 
200M wheelchair races in 
track and fi eld. He also 
loves performing with the 
Liggett Players in his 
school musical.  

Claire’s symptoms 
challenge her ability to 
run, jump and walk long 
distances, but she is pas-
sionate about science 
and building her skills to 
help fi nd a cure for FA. 
She recently completed a 
computational biology 
c o u r s e  w i t h  t h e 
University of Michigan 
that will allow her to help 
researchers conduct sta-
tistical analyses. She also 

plays tennis and volley-
ball at Liggett, where she 
is director of business 
operations for the Liggett 
Players.  

Both Jake and Claire 
Juip are committed to 
helping fi nd a cure for FA 
and are active partici-
pants in clinical research, 
as well as compelling 
advocates for FA aware-
ness.

“At Racing For Kids, we 
have been visiting won-
derful children like our 
Courageous Kids for the 
past 33 years,” said J. 
Patrick Wright, CEO of 
Racing For Kids. “Our 
concerns for ‘our kids’ 
refl ect the overall child 
healthcare concerns of 
the Grosse Pointe com-
munity. That‘s why the 
Courageous Kids awards 
are such a popular part of 
the Racing For Kids to 
The Hill events.

“An exceptionally 
rewarding benefi t is that 
kids we have honored 
and their families have 
b e c o m e  p e r s o n a l 
friends,” he added. “We 
stay in touch all year 
long. They have been our 
guests at the Detroit 
Grand Prix and we’ve 
helped them find solu-
tions to special needs 
that pop up during the 
year. We really are a 
Rac ing  For  K ids ’ 
Courageous Kids family.”

Racing For Kids will 
make $500 donations to 
the charity of each 
Courageous Kids’ choice, 
in the name of this year’s 
award recipients. Past 
recipients who attended 
this year’s ceremony are 
Dylan Drouillard, Riley 
Slatterly, Hudson Brown, 
Matthew Nyenhuis, 
Kenyon Sims and Payton 
Shock.

Racing For Kids Courageous Kid Awards 
honor legacy of inspirational strength

COURTESY PHOTOS 

The 2022 Racing For Kids Courageous Kids are, from left, Jake Juip, Claire Juip and Falan Becker.

Past Courageous Kids Riley Slattery, left, and Matthew Nyehuis attended this year’s event.

Ford House
The Edsel & Eleanor 

Ford House,  1100 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Shores, offers the follow-
ing programs:

◆ Craft in the Digital 
Age Exhibition, featuring 
the work of contempo-
rary Detroit-area artists 
and designers through-

out the rooms in the main 
residence, runs through 
Sept. 30.

◆ Story Festival, 10 
a.m. Saturday, Sept. 24, 
for ages 7 and younger. 
Performers include musi-
cian Jim Gill, and authors 
Shelley Johannes and 
Kelly J. Baptist. Cost is $5 
for children 6 and older, 
free for children younger 
than 6. 

◆ Bird Walk, 8 p.m. 
Sunday,  Sept .  25. 
Admission is $8 for mem-
bers, $10 for nonmem-
bers.

◆ Talk: “Tai Chi and 
the Call for Balance,” 7 
p.m. Thursday, Sept. 29. 
Dr. Ginseng Gray-Tilmon 
will lecture and give a Tai 
Chi demonstration.

◆ Poetry Tour, 3 p.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 15.

For tickets and infor-
mation, visit fordhouse.
org.

Sunrise Rotary
The Grosse Pointe 

Sunrise Rotary Club 

hosts its next meeting at 
7 a.m. Tuesday, Sept. 27, 
at the Edsel & Eleanor 
Ford House Conference 
Center. The speaker is 
Traci Sincock, rotary dis-
trict governor for district 
6400. Guests are wel-
come.

Family Center
◆ The Family Center 

offers Preschool Playtime 
from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Wednesdays, Sept. 21 
and 28, and Oct. 5 and 12, 
on the back lawn at The 
War Memorial ,  32 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms. The group is free, 
but registration is appre-
ciated. Email info@
familycenterweb.org.

◆ The Family Center 
hosts Question. Persuade. 
Refer., a suicide-preven-
tion program, from 7 to 8 
p.m. Monday, Sept. 26, at 
the Grosse Pointe Public 
Library Ewald Branch, 
15175 E. Jefferson, 
Grosse Pointe Park. 
Training is free, but reg-

istration is required. 
Emai l  info@family
centerweb.org.

◆ The Family Center 
hosts its Community 
Book Club from 7 to 8 
p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 27, at 
Village Grille, 16930 
Kercheval, City of Grosse 
Pointe. An expert panel 
will lead a discussion 
based on “Thrivers: 
Surprising Reasons Why 
Some Kids Struggle and 
Others Shine,”  by 
Michele Borba. Register 
by emailing info@family
centerweb.org.

◆ The Family Center 
hosts Narcan Opioid 
O v e r d o s e  R e s c u e 
Training from 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m. Monday, Oct. 
17, at the Grosse Pointe 
Public Library Ewald 
Branch,  15175 E. 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park. Training is free, but 
registration is required. 
Emai l  info@family
centerweb.org.

Library
The Grosse Pointe 

Public Library hosts a 
variety of programs. To 
register for the following, 
visit grossepointelibrary.
org.

◆ Thoughts to Action 
Discussion Group, 7 to 
8:30 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 
22, via Zoom.

◆ Paint and Chips! 3 to 
4 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 24, 
at Ewald, 15175 E. 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆ 4th Monday Book 
Discussion Group, 1:30 
to 2:30 p.m. Monday, 
Sept. 26, at Ewald, 15175 

AREA ACTIVITIES

See EVENTS, page 7BPaid for by the Committee to Elect Terry Collins • GP School Board, 1222 Harvard Road, Grosse Pointe Park 

It’s always a beautiful   
       day at PURE

23000 Greater Mack, Suite 100 • St. Clair Shores, MI 48080
(586) 873-8102 • purebeautymi.com

Pure Beauty & Wellness, PLLC

It’s
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Carrie Evatz | ANP-BC
Medical Director: Andrew Adair | D.O.
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• Facials
• PRP-Platelet Rich Plasma
• RF Micro Needling
• Body Contouring

• Medical Aesthetics
• Laser Services
• Chemical Peel
• Skin Resurfacing
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For years, Grosse 
Pointers have partici-
pated in the Samaritan 
P u r s e  p r o g r a m , 
Operation Christmas 
Child, fi lling shoeboxes 
with small gifts for deliv-
ery to children in need.

Locally, Crosspointe 
Christian Church in 
Grosse Pointe Woods has 
served as a collection 
site, last year packing 
300 shoeboxes to be 
delivered overseas.

“That’s 300 kids who, 
in many cases, these are 
the first gift they’ve 
received,” said Matt 
Reed, regional manager 
for Samaritan’s Purse. 
“Our mission’s heartbeat 
is that a child would 
receive this gift just once 
in a lifetime, because it’s 
a tool to share the gos-
pel.”

Reed recently visited 
metro Detroit with some-
one who intimately 
knows the power tucked 
inside an Operation 
Christmas Child shoe-
box. Alex Nsengimana 
narrowly escaped the 
genocide in Rwanda and 
found faith through the 
generosity of Samaritan’s 
Purse. Last month he vis-
ited churches in Detroit, 
Troy and Grosse Pointe 
Woods to share his story.

The beginning
“I was born and raised 

in a smaller country 
c a l l e d  R w a n d a , ” 
Nsengimana said. “Many 
people, when they hear 
about Rwanda, they 
remember about the 
genocide in 1994. 
Actually, the genocide 
was the result of hatred 
that had been growing in 
people’s hearts for many, 
many years.”

Orphaned at age 4, 
Nsengimana and his 
brother and sister were 
raised by their grand-
mother, but only for a 
short time.

“When the genocide 
broke out in 1994, that 
genocide took place from 
April 6 to July 4. During 
those three months, 
many people  who 
believed in that hatred 
started killing their own 
neighbors, their own 
friends. It was a hard 
time for the people of 
Rwanda. ... The Hutus 
were killing the Tutsis. 
When this genocide 
broke out, over a million 
people were killed and 
400,000 orphans were 
left in the country.

“My family was part of 
the tribe that was being 
killed,” he continued. 
“My grandmother and 
one of my uncles were 

attacked and were both 
killed, so me and my 
brother and my sister ran 
from family to family, 
from place to place. It 
was such a hard time for 
all people; the whole 
country was in ruins. As 
we ran, God was doing so 
many miracles to protect 
us. But at that time we 
were just running for our 
lives. I was 6 years old 
when this was happen-
ing.”

Only now is it easy for 
Nsengimana to recall the 
miracles that occurred at 
that time.

“A man’s gun never 
worked when he went to 
take our lives,” he 
recalled. “Another time, 
fi ve teenagers were argu-
ing in front of me and my 
brother and my sister 
about whether they 
should take our lives or 
not. One of them would 
say, ‘Why should we 
waste our energy on 
these kids? Look at them. 
There’s no one to take 
care of them.’ And they 
would keep walking. 
There were miracles 
after miracles.”

After three months of 
running, Tutsi refugees 
returned and put an end 
t o  t h e  g e n o c i d e . 
Nsengimana and his sib-
lings lived in a camp for 
three weeks before 
returning home. An aunt 
took them in, but soon 
grew too sick to care for 
them. Nsengimana and 
his brother were sent to 
an orphanage.

“It was a hard time in 
this orphanage,” he said. 
“There were 250 kids in a 
facility built for 60 peo-
ple. So while we lived in 
this orphanage, (we had) 
nightmares after night-
mares, because now, we 
were not running physi-
cally, but our minds were 
starting to relive every-
thing as we were starting 

to process. With that 
came post-traumatic 
stress. As we were deal-
ing with trauma, reliving 
everything we had seen, 
nightmares after night-
mares, it was during this 
t i m e  O p e r a t i o n 
Christmas Child came to 
our orphanage.”

A spark of hope
Samaritan’s Purse was 

working in Rwanda right 
after the genocide ended 

in July 1994. Missionaries 
refurbished a hospital 
and helped people “phys-
ically and spiritually,” 
Nsengimana said.

A year later, the organi-
zation returned, offering 
Operation Christmas 
Child shoebox gifts to 
children at the orphan-
age. Nsengimana remem-
bers it like it was 
yesterday.

“That was a special 
day, because for the fi rst 

time in my life, as a 
7-year-old, I got to 
receive a gift,” he said. “It 
was so special. I remem-
ber we were told to line 
up in the yard. They said, 
‘Today is a special day,’ 
and they handed out the 
shoebox gifts and said, 
‘Don’t open them until 
they’re all handed out.’ 
Some of us had to hold 
our gift for fi ve minutes. 
For a 7-year-old, that’s 
quite a long time.

“We got to celebrate 
together and open our 
shoeboxes all together,” 
he continued. “We were 
screaming, but this time 
we were screaming not 
because we were scared 
or because someone was 
chasing us. This time we 
were screaming because 
we could not contain the 
joy of receiving a gift.”

To say the gift had an 
impact on Nsengimana is 
an understatement. Not 
only does he still remem-
ber specifically finding 
school supplies, toys and 

hygiene items, but he 
remembers their smell, 
how they felt. One item 
in particular, a hair comb, 
meant so much to him, 
he kept it in his pocket 
for three years.

“It was so special,” he 
said. “… I was so sad 
when I lost the hair comb.

“But when I got that 
shoebox gift, my life at 
the time that went on, I 
had lost all hope,” he 
added, “and that shoebox 
gift reminded me of hope. 
It reminded me that 
someone out there was 
thinking about me. And it 
planted a seed of hope 
and love of Jesus Christ 
in my life, because my 
faith had been shattered 
when my grandmother 
was killed during the 
genocide. That shoebox 
gift replanted that seed.”

A  y e a r  l a t e r, 
Nsengimana joined the 
African Children’s Choir 
and spent more than two 
years touring the U.S. He 
also learned English and 
met the family who even-
tually adopted him.

“During that time was 
when my faith journey 
actually got rekindled,” 
he said. “At the time I was 
struggling and asking, 
‘Does God love me? Does 
God care? Does he exist?’ 
I’m blaming God for 
everything that hap-
pened in my life and I 
missed out on the mira-
cles that happened — 
that he actually did to 
protect me.

“I remember looking 
back and seeing the 
countless miracles and 
my life was spared 
through the genocide,” 
he continued, “and see-
ing that God’s presence 
was with me from the 

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Simple gift, big impact
Faith journey began within a shoebox

COURTESY PHOTOS

Orphans grin in anticipation of opening their shoebox gifts from Operation 
Christmas Child.

Operation Christmas Child gifts make their way into the hands of children in a 
variety of ways.

A gift recipient mirrors the joy Alex Nsengimana 
felt receiving his own shoebox gift.

See GIFT, page 4B

Find your home at The Village 
of East Harbor’s newest 

expansion project, Harbor Inn!

NOW AVAILABLE

33875 Kiely Drive 
Chesterfield, MI 48047

Call: 586.725.6030 
Fax: 586.716.7170 
villageofeastharbor.org

SCAN TO LEARN MORE:

Presbyterian Villages 
of Michigan is excited 
to announce the 
expansion of our ranch 
style apartments and a 
brand new congregate 
apartment building on 
our beautiful 44-acre 
lifeplan campus.
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A Signature Store

Women’s, Men’s & Children’s Clothing

17131 Kercheval Avenue • Grosse Pointe
In the Village

313-882-(PALM) 7256
shopvillagepalm.com
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Corbett said. “The Little 
Club is offering lunch, so 
you can sit downstairs 
with the water in view. … 
Come have lunch at a 
fun venue and browse 
wonderful vendors.”

Most of the funds 
raised during Fall Market 
benefit The Children’s 
Center of Detroit, which 
has been a main focus 
for Tau Beta since 2004. 
The Children’s Center 
empowers children and 
families to overcome 
mental and behavioral 
challenges and cope with 
developmental disabili-
ties, as well as helps chil-
dren in foster care fi nd 
their forever homes.

“It is so exciting that 
in the past five years 
alone, over $500,000 
was raised to support 
The Children’s Center,” 
Corbett said.

Through the years, 
Tau Beta has committed 
more than funds to the 
center. Members regu-
larly volunteer time and 
talents to children and 
families through the Tau 
B e t a  C e n t e r  f o r 
Discovery computer lab 
and Tau Beta Center for 
Literacy, as well as 
through summer camp 
and by stocking a bou-
tique and food pantry.

Additionally, Tau Beta 

members support an 
annual Thanksgiving 
turkey drive, Christmas 
market and other pro-
grams at The Children’s 
Center throughout the 
year.

A portion of the Fall 

Market proceeds also 
help fund recognition 
grants, which “... pro-
vide Tau Beta members 
an opportunity to nomi-
nate and award funds to 
worthwhile charitable 
organizations commit-

ted to improving the 
lives in the greater 
Detroit area,” Corbett 
noted.

A total of $30,000 in 
grants were awarded in 
2021, to the following 
organizations: Beyond 
Basics, Alternative for 
Girls, Holy Yoga Detroit, 
Shoes That Fit—Liggett 
Chapter, Soar Detroit, 
G r o s s e  P o i n t e 
Foundation for Public 
Education, Detroit Dog 
R e s c u e ,  D e t r o i t 
Riverfront Conservancy, 
Racing for Kids and 
Keep Growing Detroit.

For more information 
about Fall Market, visit 
taubeta.org or email fall-
market@taubeta.org. 

MARKET:
Continued from page 1B

The Children’s Center is home to many specialized clinical ser-
vices. It works with children who struggle with behavioral, emo-
tional, educational, intellectual and developmental challenges 
or who may have experienced trauma.
The Children’s Center treats the whole child, looking at more 
than a single issue to provide the best, most comprehensive in-
tegrated care. It examines barriers in the home, school and 
community, working with the family who raises them and the 
organizations that support them.
Its vision is to champion the never-ending quest for providing 
the best care, helping children learn to self-advocate once 
they’re outside the comfort of the center’s walls and get them 
on the road to a happier, more fulfi lling childhood.
For more information, visit thechildrenscenter.com.

About The Children’s Center

COURTESY PHOTOS 

The stylings of Claymore will be part of this year’s 
market.

Platinum Sponsors
Apex
Universal Piping Industries
Gold Sponsors
American Aqua
Detroit Name Plate Etching Co. 
Shery Cotton
Legacy Wealth Management
PVS Chemical
Yates Industries
Silver Sponsors
Ed Rinke Chevrolet Buick GMC
Michael F. Shields
Bronze Sponsors
Backer Landscaping, Inc.
The Blake Company
Connell Building — Pointe 
Kitchen and Bath
Corner Studio Pilates & Lagree
Grosse Pointe Dermatology
Higbie Maxon Agney
John Adams Mortgage Co. 
North American Bancard
Pointe Acupuncture
Pointe Capital Management, 
LLC
Shana Cameron Sine — Sine & 
Monaghan Realtors
Sunset
WF Whelan Co.

Market sponsors

day I was born. As a little 
kid, a 6-year-old going 
through all that, not even 
a single scratch on my 
skin, yet I made it 
through. So I had survi-
vor guilt for a long time. 
Because a million people 
lost their lives and I 
walked right through it 
and nothing happened to 
me.”

A growing faith
Though his struggles, 

Nsengimana realized all 
the gifts he’d received — 
the people put in his path 
to counsel him, including 
choir chaperones who 
helped him fi nd faith to 
his new adoptive family 
in Minnesota.

While in high school, 
he was reintroduced to 
Operation Christmas 
Child when classmates 
decided they’d like to 
participate. He didn’t 
recognize the organiza-
tion’s name, but as soon 
as he saw the logo, he 
was all in.

“The next day I was 

standing in front of the 
whole school assembly, 
sharing how Operation 
Christmas Child made a 
difference in my life,” he 
said.

After high school, 
Nsengimana went to 
B i b l e  c o l l e g e  i n 
Rochester, Minn., where 
he became an Operation 
Christmas Child project 
leader, organizing shoe-
box packing parties with 
other students.

“This whole time I did 
not understand the 
deeper part of the minis-
t r y  o f  O p e r a t i o n 
Christmas Child,” he 
said. “Because I know 
how the tangible items 
made me feel. They 
made me feel excited 
and the seed was planted 
in my life, but in 2009, 
my passion for the minis-
try changed even more.”

The deeper purpose of 
Operation Christmas 
Child is to share the gos-
pel of Jesus Christ. The 
shoebox, Nsengimana 
said, is a tangible repre-
sentation of God’s love. 
After receiving shoe-
boxes, many children are 
invited to go through a 

12-week discipleship 
program called The 
Greatest Journey.

“Many of the kids 
come back because it’s 
such an exciting educa-
tional and very faith-
based opportunity for 
them to understand and 

to learn about the love of 
Jesus Christ. … For me 
discipleship is very 
important; I’m passion-
ate about it. Because my 
faith continued to grow 
… that’s my desire, for 
another child to hear, to 
know, to feel that love.”

New beginnings
After fi nishing his edu-

cation, Nsengimana 
moved to North Carolina 
to serve in the Operation 
Christmas Child ministry 
through Samaritan’s 
Purse. 

Not only has his calling 
allowed him to deliver 
shoebox gifts to children 
at the same orphanage in 
which he grew up, but it 
also opened another life-
altering door. For years, 
he prayed for the chance 
to meet the people who 
had caused him the most 
pain. 

In 2013, he returned to 
Rwanda and was able to 
confront the man who 

killed his uncle.
“It was just a divine 

appointment that a pro-
cess that usually takes 
about three weeks, in 
three hours I was granted 
the opportunity to go to 
the prison,” he said. “... 
We were able to have a 
conversation. It was such 
a closure for me in my 
life, realizing the pain 
that had been caused me 
didn’t have to defi ne who 
I was, who I am today.”

Nsengimana is pas-
sionate about sharing his 
message — the huge gift 
stuffed in a small pack-
age that started him on a 
life-changing journey.

“Last year alone, 10.5 
million shoeboxes were 
packed worldwide,” he 
said. “Those are 10.5 mil-
lion children who are like 
me when I was a 7-year-
old boy receiving that 
shoebox gift … and all of 
that is done in more than 
100 countries, in their 
local communities.

“This year we’re hop-
ing for 11 million shoe-
boxes worldwide and 
we’re hoping we can 
reach more children with 
gospel of Jesus Christ 
and remind them they’re 
not forgotten no matter 
what they’re going 
through,” he added. 
“Maybe some of them are 
dealing with that bitter-
ness and anger that I was 
dealing with and through 
that shoebox gift, they 
have a journey of healing 
and can move forward.”

Though Operation 
Christmas Child doesn’t 
offi cially collect shoebox 
items until mid-Novem-
ber, there are plenty of 
ways to get involved in 
the ministry on a local 
level.

“Obviously, we want 
people to pack shoe-
boxes, but there are 
opportunities for people 
right here in Grosse 
Pointe to be involved 
with this ministry beyond 
packing boxes,” Reed 
said. “They can learn 
more about that and all 
the ways they can be 
involved at samaritans-
purse.org/occ.”

“I share this to encour-
age people in their own 
journey and also give 
them an opportunity to 
make an impact in 
someone else’s life,” 
N s e n g i m a n a  s a i d . 
“Operation Christmas 
Child is an opportunity 
to do that. … I’m so pas-
sionate to share what 
God has done. It all 
starts in the local com-
munity, people who are 
passionate to partner 
with us. They’re not just 
little boxes; each one of 
them represents  a 
child.”

Watch a video about 
Nsengimana’s story at 
sampur.se/3xu3IIR

COURTESY PHOTOS

Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes are delivered by local partners in the 
countries where children receive them.

Last year, 10.5 million children in 100 countries received Operation Christmas 
Child shoebox gifts. 

GIFT:
Continued from page 3B

20099 Mack Ave. • Grosse Pointe Woods
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Let us help you customize your home!

Save 25% off hundreds of designer fabrics during 
our Fall Sale, now through November 1 th! 

Celebra� ng 100 years in business!
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6TH, 2022
6:30 PM – 10:30 PM

Edsel & Eleanor Ford House
1100 Lake Shore Rd, Grosse Pointe Shores

$175/person for cocktails, dinner, and entertainment
$250/person for VIP reception, cocktails, dinner, and entertainment

Cocktails * Hors D’oeuvres
* Dinner * Auction

* Black Tie Optional * Entertainment

A BENEFIT TO SUPPORT THE 
GROSSE POINTE PUBLIC LIBRARY

GPLF.ORG     Phone: 313.640.4683
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Florida-based Guardian 
Angels Medical Service 
Dogs turned a lot of heads 
during the St. Clair 
Shores Memorial Day 
Parade earlier this sum-
mer. Who could miss a 
patriotic-themed float 
carrying five teams of 
military veterans and 
their beloved service 
dogs?

The fl oat stood out to 
many, but to one person 
in particular — St. Clair 
Shores Mayor Kip Walby 
— of the 180 parade par-
ticipants,  Guardian 
Angels took the cake.

During the St. Clair 
Shores City Council 
meeting Sept. 9, accept-
ing the Mayor’s Choice 
Award trophy were 
G u a r d i a n  A n g e l s 
Regional Coordinator 
Mary Lamparter of 
Grosse Pointe Farms; 
Guardian Angels trainer 
Nancy Dakin, who led the 
float-building team; 
G u a r d i a n  A n g e l s 
Ambassador Kim Denek; 
and recipient Matt with 
his dog, Cobalt.

Guardian Angels pairs 
specially trained dogs 
with veterans and first 
responders to make a dif-
ference in the lives of 
those struggling with dis-
orders including post-
traumatic stress disorder, 
traumatic brain injury, 
seizure disorders, mobil-
ity issues and more.

“We have a lot of visibil-
ity in other states,” Dakin 
said. “We’re trying to 
break into the Michigan 
market, so to speak. … 
We’re getting some real 
traction. It’s really all 
about spreading the word 
to Michigan veterans and 

fi rst responders, however 
we can get that word out. 
This was a fun way, with 
a fl oat in the parade. It 
was nice to be able to 
showcase Guardian 
Angels in a fun, family 
environment.”

According to Dave 
Ellis, incoming parade 
chairman, the St. Clair 
Shores Memorial Day 
Parade is the third largest 
such parade in the United 
States.

In addition to Guardian 
Angels’ Mayor’s Choice 
Award, other trophies 
were awarded for:

◆ Best High School 
Band — George Crockett 
Academy

◆ Best Patriotic Float — 
St. Clair Shores Baseball/
Softball Association and 
Lac Ste. Claire Kiwanis

◆ Best Special Entry — 
Nautical Mile Yacht Club 
and its affi liates, Pirates 
and Trader Todd’s Marina

◆ Best Honor Guard — 
U.S. Air Force Honor 
Guard

◆  Best Band — 
Chandler Park Academy

◆ Chairman’s Choice 
Award — Arsenal of 
Democracy

“I’m very proud of the 
2022 parade, the amazing 
volunteers and amazing 
entries,” said Councilman 
Dave Rubello, council 
liaison to the parade.

Of the Guardian Angels 
win, Rubello added, “The 
mayor picked a great 
choice. … We hope you 
come back next year.”

“The St. Clair Shores 
Memorial Day Parade is 
the signature event in St. 
Clair Shores,” Walby said, 
addressing all award 
recipients and parade 
participants. “Thousands 
upon thousands come 
every year, 40 to 50,000. 
We appreciate all the 
hard work, your dedica-
tion to the parade and, at 
the end of the day, your 
dedication to the city of 
St. Clair Shores for keep-
ing this parade strong.”

Dakin thanked the 

parade commit tee , 
Guardian Angels ambas-
sadors and volunteers for 
their help, as well as the 
Grosse Pointe Board of 
Realtors for assisting 
wi th  the  pro jec t . 
Additionally, she thanked 
Tom Maceri & Son 
Wholesale Produce 
Distributors in St. Clair 
Shores for the use of its 
warehouse during the 
fl oat-building process, as 
w e l l  a s  M a c o m b 
Township resident Gregg 
Ahee for aligning the 
partnership.

“And, of course, thanks 
to Mayor Walby for select-
ing us,” she added.

“This was just one more 
way Guardian Angels is 
trying to get their name 
recognized and to show 
we’re here and want to 
help,” Lamparter added. 
“It was a great honor to 
be in a parade of that 
magnitude. It was spec-
tacular we got to partici-
pate in it and win the 
Mayor’s Choice Award.”

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Guardian Angels fl oat a favorite

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

From left, parade committee member Kyle Nicholson; recipient Matt and his 
dog, Cobalt; St. Clair Shores Mayor Kip Walby; Mary Lamparter, Guardian 
Angels regional coordinator; Nancy Dakin, Guardian Angels dog trainer; Kim 
Denek, Guardian Angels ambassador; and parade committee members David 
Ellis, Pamela Mason and Rehne Myers.

Senior Expo 2022 — a 
27th anniversary celebra-
tion of the annual pre-
miere lifestyle and health 
expo for active adults — 
takes place from 8:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. Thursday, 
Oct. 6, at Assumption 
Cultural Center, 21800 
Marter, St. Clair Shores.

The expo provides area 
adults with an abundance 
of informative exhibits, 
educational seminars, 
interactive experiences, 
valuable resources, lunch 
and entertainment for 
today’s senior lifestyles. 

Each year, the expo 
hosts more than 1,500 
seniors, their families and 
caregivers to a day of 
health, wellness, recre-
ation and community 
resource information to 
help design a happy, 
healthy and secure life-
style. 

Visitors will enjoy more 
than 50 exhibitors offering 
information on health-
care, recreation, self-
improvement, retail 
products, managed care, 
physical training, fi nancial 
and legal advice, to name 
a few. Popular workshops 
include Food is Medicine, 
Ask the Elder Law 
Attorney, Medicare 
Counseling, Ask the 
Physician and Ask the 
Nutritionist. On-site 
health screenings from 
area health facilities 
include spine evaluation, 
blood pressure, knee pain/
arthritis/physical therapy 
screening, carotidal artery, 
mini chair massages, 
ultrasound and more. 

Also taking place is a 
community resource cen-
ter that includes VA infor-
m a t i o n ,  M e d i c a r e 

information and more. 
The senior super tent 
includes exercise and fi t-
ness evaluations, balance 
and fall risk assessments, 
BMI screenings, recum-
bent bikes and more.

The keynote speaker for 
the 27th anniversary expo 
is Charlie Langton, attor-
ney, life coach, Fox 2 News 
and WWJ News Radio 950 
broadcaster. He’ll take the 
stage at 9:30 a.m. 

A complimentary take-
home boxed lunch will be 
provided by Marchiori 
Catering.

A resource guide — a 
valuable book for adults 
containing available ser-
vices throughout the 
metro area — is distrib-
uted at expo and remains 
a useful reference all year 
through. The guide is 
developed by the Senior 
Expo Committee and 
available at hospitals, city 
offi ces, libraries and com-
mittee facilities. 

Senior Expo Committee 
members who have 
planned for the event all 
year include: Joan De 
Ronne and Olga Cardasis, 

27th Senior Expo 
celebration Oct. 6

COURTESY PHOTO

Charlie Langton will 
give the keynote address 
at the 2022 Senior Expo.

See EXPO, page 7B
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Obituary notices are purchased and often prewritten by family or friends. While 
we try to run obituaries as submitted, we nevertheless reserve the right to edit for 
accuracy, style and length.

Sallie Ann 
McCarron-Monroe
Sallie Ann McCarron-

Monroe, 89, passed away 
Monday, Sept. 5, 2022, in 
Bonita Springs, Fla., with 
both of her daughters at 
her side. 

Sallie was born June 4, 
1933, in Grosse Pointe, to 
Daniel and Bernice 
McCarron. She moved to 
Florida in the 1980s. She 
was a lover of life and 
good times with friends 
and family, and loved to 
sing, dance and entertain. 
She also loved to travel 
and often visited Las 
Vegas for her birthday. 
She was loved by many 
and will be deeply missed.

Sallie was predeceased 
by her husband, Thomas 
Monroe Sr. She is sur-
vived by her daughters, 
Lisa Van Coppenolle and 
Lynne Van Coppenolle 
Sahakian; step-children, 
Cindy, Thomas Jr.and 
Jeffrey; and grandchil-
dren, Christopher and 
Lisa Sahakian.

Jane “Judy” 
Garesché 
McMullen

J a n e  G a r e s c h é 
McMullen, 97, died peace-
fully Sunday, Sept. 11, 
2022.

Known as Judy, she was 
born Sept. 1, 1925, in St. 
Louis, to Grace and A. 
Rowe Garesché. She 
attended Villa Duschesne 
School followed by the 
National College of 
Education in Evanston, 
Ill., and became a kinder-
garten teacher at City 
House in St. Louis, MO.

In 1955, she married 
George R. McMullen and 
moved to Grosse Pointe, a 
place that quickly became 
home to her. Through the 
years, she enjoyed volun-
teering with many differ-
ent  organizat ions , 
including the Junior 
Leagues of St. Louis and 
Detroit. Along with her 
love of friends and family, 
she loved her cottage and 
summers spent at Pointe 
aux Barques. She devoted 
much of her time and 
energy to serving on the 
board and various com-
mittees.

Judy will be remem-
bered for her kindness, 
generosity and universal 
appeal to people of all 
ages. She was prede-
ceased by her husband, 
George; sisters, Punch 
Collins and Marie 
Garesché, FMM; and son, 
George Jr. She is survived 
by  her  daughter, 
Alexandra McCann; son-
in-law, Franklin McCann; 
granddaughter, Alison 
McCann; and great-
grandson ,  Connor 
Kaprielian.  

A memorial service will 
be held at 11 a.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 24, at the 
Bon Secours Chapel at 
Beaumont Hospital, 468 
Cadieux, Grosse Pointe. 
Masks are required.

In lieu of flowers, 
memorial contributions 
may be made to Pointe 

aux Barques Special Gift 
Fund, 1846 Bayview, Port 
Austin, MI 48467; or 
Beaumont Hospital 
Grosse Pointe Chapel 
Fund, 468 Cadieux, 
Grosse Pointe, MI 48236.

Gerhardt Alois 
Hein, MD 

Gerhardt Alois Hein, 
MD (affectionately known 
as Gerry), 89, of Grosse 
Pointe, passed away on 
Friday, Sept. 16, 2022, at 
home with his wife by his 
side. 

He was born in the 
Bronx, NY on June 7, 
1933 to Alois and Barbara 
Hein. The third child of 
six in a German immi-
grant family, Gerry 
attended Cardinal Hayes 
High School and won a 
scholarship to Columbia 
College at Columbia 
University where he 
received a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in 1955. He 
was selected for the U.S. 
Navy’s Offi cer Candidate 
School program, where 
he translated Russian in 
Washington, DC and met 
his wife and lifelong part-
ner, Rebecca Patterson 
Hein. They moved to 
Michigan so he could 
attend the University of 
Michigan Medical School, 
graduating in 1964. After 
his residency at Ypsilanti 
State Hospital, Gerhardt 
was the director of the 
Adult Psychiatric Clinic in 
Detroit, before opening a 
private practice in Detroit 
and Harper Woods. He 
retired in 1990.

Gerhardt was a student 
of languages, speaking 
and reading German and 
French, and also had 
good knowledge of 
Russian and Polish. He 
was fascinated by etymol-
ogy, and it was not 
unusual to have a diction-
ary at the dinner table to 
settle a linguistic debate. 
An avid reader, he enjoyed 
science fiction, non-fic-
tion, medical journals and 
German detective novels.

A child of the depres-
sion era, Gerry loved a 
good bargain, and 
enjoyed accumulating 
other people’s neglected 
treasures at estate sales. 
Hobbies included photog-
raphy, model trains, tin-
kering and puttering and 
sailing.  He created many 
fond family memories on 
Lake St. Clair aboard his 
sailboats Argenteuil and 
The Great Pumpkin. He 
loved classical music, 
astronomy, art and travel, 
as well.

He was gruff on the 
outside, but a sweet and 
generous man at his core. 
His children are grateful 
for Gerry’s unconditional 
love. He encouraged and 
supported all of their 
dreams, while living out 
his own version of the 
American Dream.

Gerry is survived by his 
wife, Rebecca; daughters 
Martha Watson (Glenn) 
of Pittsburgh, Penn., and 
Katherine Hein, MD, of 
Boston, Mass.; son 
Benjamin of the Cayman 

Islands; grandchildren 
Rebecca and Lincoln 
Hein of Boston, Mass.; 
siblings George, Elizabeth 
and Anna Marie of New 
York; several nieces and 
nephews in the U.S.; and 
many cousins near 
Aschaffenburg, Germany. 
He was predeceased by 
his parents, brothers 
Henry and Carl and 
granddaughter, Elizabeth 
Grace Watson.

A private family gather-
ing to honor Gerry will be 
held at a later date. 

Mary Ellen Rutan
Mary Ellen Rutan, 75, 

of Grosse Pointe Woods 
died on Thursday, Sept. 8, 
2022. 

Born in Detroit to 
Charles and Gloria (nee 
Rutan), she worked for 
the city of Livonia for 
over 25 years before her 
retirement. She volun-
teered at the Children’s 
Home of Detroit as well 
as the Capuchin Soup 
Kitchen.

Mary was an avid golfer 
who taught many of her 
grandchildren to play, as 
well as a fervent bridge 
player. She was an avid 
traveler of the world; 
among some of her favor-
ite destinations were New 
Smyrna Beach, Fla., and 
Niagara on The Lake in 
Canada. She also was a 
keen enthusiast of the 
fi ne and performing arts.

She is survived by her 
two children, Christopher 
Sirosky (Lisa) and Kristin 
Losinski (Greg); seven 
grandchildren, Michael 
(Alex), Allison (Jake), 
Dylan (Cedric), Patrick, 
Kyle, Stephen and 
Conner; one great-grand-
child, Declan; and three 
sisters and two brothers.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents and 
her late husband, Dr. Paul 
Rizzo.

Expressions of sympa-
thy may take the form of 
contributions to Grosse 
Pointe Animal Adoption 
(https://www.gpaas.org/
donate). Please mention 
in the comments that you 
have donated in Mary’s 
memory.

Judith Marie 
Schmidt 

Judith Marie Schmidt 
(née Farr), 79, passed 
away on Monday, Sept. 
12, 2022. 

Born March 5, 1943, 
Judith was born, raised 
and reared her family on 
Detroit’s east side. She 
retired in Naples, Fla., to 
be close to family. 

Her roots were never 
far. She loved fashion 
from her early days of 
window display at J.L. 
Hudson Company and 
enjoyed festivities with 
dear friends. 

Judy worked and played 
hard and has been called 
to be with the Lord and 
her husband, Robert 
“Bob” C. Schmidt, who 
preceded her passing by 
25 years. 

Judith was a beloved 
daughter, sister, wife, 
mother, grandmother and 
friend. She is survived by 
her sister, Barbara Stokes; 
children Jeffry Schmidt 
(Jennifer) and Jill 
Gingrich (Nathan); and 
grandchildren Julian, 
Jahbriel, Morgan and 
Luke.

Raise a glass in her 
memory!

Ellen Jean Skinner 
Bowen

Ellen Jean Skinner 
Bowen, 74, passed away 
Saturday, Sept. 10, 2022, 
in Tarpon Springs, Fla., 
after a long and heroic 
battle with metastatic 
breast cancer.

Ellen was a resident of 
Grosse Pointe and Tarpon 
Springs. She was born 
Nov. 1, 1947, in Plymouth, 
Ind. She was the only 
child of Merritt and Mary 
Skinner, and granddaugh-
ter of Roy and Francis 
Skinner and Edith and 
Thomas Kersey. 

Ellen’s early childhood 
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s 
included beating all the 
boys in turtle racing two 
years in a row, serving as 
president of 4-H, being 
co-editor of the school 
newspaper and being 
elected president of 
Plymouth High School’s 
Class of 1965. She sang in 
the choir and a folk group, 
and was in the Culver 
Academy all-school musi-
cal, “Kiss Me Kate.”

Education was very 
important to Ellen. She 
attended Columbia 
College and received a 
bachelor’s degree in 
music performance from 
Ball State University. She 
went on to earn a mas-
ter’s degree in education 
from Butler University 
and a master’s degree in 
conducting from Oakland 
University. 

Ellen started teaching 
in the Indianapolis Public 
School System. She 
w o r k e d  f o r  t h e 
Department of Education 
at the state level until her 
f o r m e r  h u s b a n d , 
Dawayne, transferred 
with Ford Motor Co., from 
Indianapolis to Detroit in 
1971. According to Ellen, 
she moved to Michigan 
“kicking and screaming, 
but, in those days, if you 
were married, you had no 
choice.”

Ellen built a choir pro-
gram at Chippewa Valley 

High School that started 
with 12 students and, 
within few years, grew to 
fi ve choirs involving more 
than 300 students, which 
has sustained to this day.  
The group once won a 
Reader’s Digest competi-
tion, and with it, a three-
week trip to Romania. 
During her tenure, she 
served as class sponsor 
and was the featured 
commencement speaker. 

She taught at Macomb 
Community College 
where she was instru-
mental in the develop-
ment of the auditorium at 
center campus. One of 
Ellen’s singing groups 
performed at the opening 
of the World’s Fair, which 
was a great honor at the 
time. Ellen had been 
promised time in the new 
auditorium for her stu-
dents to perform. When 
that did not come to frui-
tion, she accepted a teach-
ing position at Grosse 
Pointe South High School.

When Ellen arrived at 
South in 1986, there were 
less than 20 students in 
the choir program, with a 
part-time accompanist. 
Her fi rst order of business 
was to discard the choir 
robes. Her vision was to 
create a well-rounded 
musical experience for 
students that taught musi-
cal performance, show 
choir, classical music, 
music technology, madri-
gals, music theory and 
sight reading.

During Ellen’s tenure at 
South, the choirs per-
formed 67 times with the 
Detro i t  Symphony 
Orchestra, including 12 
Yuletide shows. Her stu-
dents performed 26 musi-
cals, four madrigal 
dinners and six European 
tours. Two of the 
European tours included 
singing High Mass at the 
main alter at St. Peter’s 
Basilica in the Vatican. 
Hundreds of “Bowen’s” 
students, as her students 
affectionately called her, 
earned Division I ratings 
in the solo and ensemble 
categories, with four stu-
dents and ensembles 
receiving state finalist 
awards. Five choirs cap-
tured National Show 
C h o i r  G r a n d 
Championships. These 
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s 
required discipline, perse-
verance, tenacity, team-
work and many other 
skills the students took 
with them into their adult 
lives.

Ellen had only gratitude 
for all the boosters, mid-
dle school directors, Dan 
Vicary, musicians and 
countless drama directors 
who helped inspire stu-
dents along the way. She 
also was grateful for the 
opportunities she was 
given at Grosse Pointe 
Theatre, where she was 
musical director for the 
productions of “The 
Producers,” “Hello Dolly,” 
”Fiddler on the Roof,” 
”Pirates of Penzance” and 
two summer perfor-
mances of “Singin’ in the 
Streets.” 

Ellen Bowen left a 
proud legacy, not just in 
the medals, trophies, 
plaques and honors 
received, because of her 
passion for musical per-
formance, vocal tech-
nique and teaching, but in 
the people she touched.

Ellen enjoyed her sum-
mers at the family home 
in Plymouth, Ind., where 
she played golf, drove her 
boat and enjoyed the 
company of friends and 
family.

Ellen’s fi nal thoughts of 
gratitude were, “I literally 
need to thank my beauti-
ful daughters who basi-
cally raised themselves. 
As I grew older, I heard 
stories of them growing 
up and I owe them a huge 
apology for living my life 
through my work and not 
being there more for 
them. I would also like to 
thank my wife of 35 years 
who took amazing care of 
me during my journey 
with cancer. I have so 
many dear friends to 
thank and too many to 
mention. Amen.”

Ellen is survived by her 
long love, wife and part-
ner of 35 years, Amy 
Argo; her daughters, 
Traci Bowser of Carmel, 
Ind., and Amy Ruminski 
(Mark) of La Jolla, Calif.; 
and her “golden” grand-
sons, Quintin, Evan and 
Deagan.

A memorial service for 
El len takes place 
Saturday, Oct. 8, at 
J e f f e r s o n  Av e n u e 
Presbyterian Church, 
8625 E. Jefferson, Detroit. 
Guests may greet the fam-
ily starting at 9:30 a.m., 
followed by the service at 
11 a.m.

Memorial contributions 
may be made to the World 
Wildlife Fund, worldwild-
life.org; Grosse Pointe 
Theatre,gpt.org; or Rees 
Theater in Plymouth, Ind., 
reestheatre.com/donate.

Gerhardt Hein, MDJane McMullenSallie McCarron-Monroe

Ellen Skinner BowenJudith Marie SchmidtMary Ellen Rutan

Rich Shetler, chairman 
of the Eastside Republican 
Club political action com-
m i t t e e ,  r e c e n t l y 
announced Michigan 
Legislature Rep. Pamela 
Hornberger will speak at 

the PAC’s annual fund-
raiser  at  6  p .m. 
Wednesday, Oct. 5, at the 
Grosse Pointe Yacht Club, 
788 Lakeshore, Grosse 
Pointe Shores.

H o r n b e r g e r  w i l l 

address education and the 
role of parents and tax-
payers in local school dis-
tricts. She is the candidate 
for the GOP nomination 
to the Michigan State 
Senate to represent 

District 12 in the 
November gen-
eral election. 
This is a newly 

drawn district that encom-
passes all the Grosse 
Pointes and runs north 
along Lake St. Clair to 
Harsens Island.

Prior to joining the leg-
islature, Pamela taught 

for 23 years in the East 
China School District in 
St. Clair County. She was 
elected in 2010, and 
served six years on the 
L’Anse Creuse Public 
Schools  Board of 
Education.

Hornberger earned a 
master’s degree in educa-
tion administration from 

Saginaw Valley State 
University. Her teaching 
certification is from 
Wayne State University. 
She earned a Bachelor of 
Science degree from 
Michigan State University 
in 1991.

Tickets for the buffet 

Hornberger to speak at GPYC

See GPYC, page 7B
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Worship
      Service

SUNDAY
8:15 & 10:45 a.m. - Worship Service

9:30 a.m. - Bible Study
10:45 a.m. - Sunday School

MONDAY
7 p.m. - Worship Service

2nd & 4th Monday of the Month
WEDNESDAY
10 a.m. - Bible Study

Randy S. Boelter, Pastor
Making New Disciples-
Building Stronger Ones

Christ the King
Lutheran Church

and Preschool
Mack at Lochmoor • 884-5090

www.christthekinggp.org
15020 Hampton15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park, Grosse Pointe Park, 
Michigan 48230-1302Michigan 48230-1302

AAmbrosembrose
SSaintaint

CCatholic atholic CChurchhurch

MMassesasses
Saturday Vigil — 4:00 p.m.Saturday Vigil — 4:00 p.m.
Sunday — 8:30 and 11:15 a.m.Sunday — 8:30 and 11:15 a.m.
Tuesday — 8:30 a.m.Tuesday — 8:30 a.m.
Thursday — 7:00 p.m.Thursday — 7:00 p.m.
Friday — NoonFriday — Noon

(313) 822-2814 • stambrosechurch.net • facebook.com/stambroseparish

800 Vernier Road
(Corner of Wedgewood)
(313) 884-5040

Rev. Sean Motley, Senior Pastor
~ “Go Make Disciples” ~

www.feelc.org

FIRST ENGLISH EVANGELICAL
   LUTHERAN CHURCH

Summer Worship
May 29th - September 4th

10:00 am
Everyone is Welcome!

Amanda Onoro, director preschool@feelc.org
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Sunday Worship at 10:00 a.m.
followed by Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall

20475 Sunningdale Park 
(313) 884-4820                 www.stmichaelsgpw.org      
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E. Jefferson, Grosse 
Pointe Park.

◆  Q P R  S u i c i d e 
Prevention Training, 7 to 
8 p.m. Monday, Sept. 26, 
at Ewald, 15175 E. 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆ Storytime with Miss 
Melissa, 1:30 to 2 p.m. 
Tuesday, Sept. 27, at 
Ewald, 15175 E. Jefferson, 
Grosse Pointe Park.

◆ 5th & 6th Grade 
Book Group, 7 to 8:30 
p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 27, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ Outdoor Storytime 
with Miss Rachel, 10:30 
to 11 a.m. Wednesday, 
Sept. 28, at Woods, 20680 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods.

◆ Outdoor Family 
Yoga, 5 to 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, Sept. 28, at 
Ewald, 15175 E. Jefferson, 
Grosse Pointe Park.

◆ Storytime with Miss 
Jane, 10:30 to 11 a.m. 
Thursday, Sept. 29, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ Senior Hustle for 
Health Dance Class, 1 to 
2 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 
29, at Ewald, 15175 E. 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

Blood drives
The American Red 

Cross hosts the following 
blood drives:

◆ 1 to 7 p.m. Friday, 
Sept. 23, Redeemer 
U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t 
Church, 20571 Vernier, 

Harper Woods.
◆ 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Monday, Sept. 26, Ford 
House, 1100 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Shores.

◆ 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Tuesday, Oct. 4, Christ 
Church Grosse Pointe, 61 
Grosse Pointe Blvd., 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

◆ 1 to 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
Oct. 5, St. James Lutheran 
Church, 170 McMillan, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

◆ Noon to 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, Oct. 12, St. 
Basil Catholic Church, 
2 2 8 6 0  S c h r o e d e r, 
Eastpointe.

◆ 7:15 a.m. to 3:15 p.m. 
Thursday, Oct.  13, 
Ascension St. John 
Hospital, 22101 Moross, 
Detroit.

Register online at red
crossblood.org.

The Helm
The Helm at the Boll 

Life Center, 158 Ridge, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, 
offers a variety of classes 
a n d  p r o g r a m s . 
Registration is required 
at (313) 882-9600 for the 
following:

◆ The movie “The Best 
Years of Our Lives” is 
shown at 12:30 p.m. 
Friday, Sept. 23. Cost is 
$3 for members, $5 for 
n o n m e m b e r s ,  a n d 
includes snacks.

◆ Essential Planning 
for the Future, 5:30 to 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
Sept. 28, with facilitator 
Liz Johnson.

◆ Food and Your Brain, 
1 to 2 p.m. Thursday, 
Sept. 29, with facilitator 
Kathy Housey.

◆ Body Alignment, 1 to 

2 p.m. Mondays for 
beginners and 2:30 to 
3:45 p.m. Mondays for 
intermediate students. 
Gwendolyn J. Scales 
instructs this free class.

◆  Conversational 
French, noon to 1:30 p.m. 
Fridays for beginners, and 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Tuesdays 
and 1:30 to 3 p.m. Fridays 
for intermediate students. 
Dr. Dib Saab instructs this 
free class.

◆ Yoga, 9 to 10 a.m. 
Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays. Cost is $6 
for members, $8 for non-
members.

◆ Chair Yoga, 10:15 to 
11:15 a.m. Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays; 
and 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Mondays and 
Wednesdays. Cost is $6 
for members, $8 for non-
members.

◆ Guided Meditation, 1 
to 2 p.m. Thursdays, with 
instructor Jonathan 
Itchon. Cost is $6 for 
members, $8 for non-
members.

◆ Grief Work support 
group, 2 to 4 p.m. the fi rst 
and third Thursdays of 
each month, with psy-
chotherapist  Frank 
Wilberding.

◆ Enhance Fitness, 
10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
and 11:45 a.m. to 12:45 
p.m. Wednesdays, with 
instructor Paul Clark. This 
program is free to mem-
bers and nonmembers.

Detroit WALK
The Detroit WALK to 

End Hydrocephalus 
takes place Saturday, 
Sept. 24, at River Bends 

Park in Shelby Township. 
The event features a 5K, 
raffl e, information about 
hydrocephalus, music, 
food and children’s char-
acters. Registration 
begins at 10 a.m., fol-
lowed by the opening 
ceremony at 11:45 a.m. 
and the walk at noon. 
Raffl e drawings are at 2 
p.m. To sign up to walk 
or make a donation, visit 
bit.ly/3zGOjX9.

Men’s Club
The Men’s Club of 

Grosse Pointe hosts its 
next lunch and speaker 
meeting at 11 a.m. 
Tuesday, Sept. 27, at the 
Tompkins Center at 
Windmill Pointe Park. 
Christine Scoggin, imme-
diate past vice president 
of development for the 
Grosse Pointe Foundation 
for Public Education, will 
review the SEED pro-
gram — Social Emotional 
Encouragement and 
Development — which 
targets the emotional and 
mental health of students 
and teachers. Men and 
women visitors are wel-
come to attend the meet-
ing. Cost is $20 at the 
door. To reserve a seat, 
email gmcattendance@
gmail.com or call (313) 
550-9661.

Tuesday Musicale
Tuesday Musicale of 

D e t r o i t  p r e s e n t s 
“Fabulous Music for the 
Fall,” at 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Oct. 11, at 
Grosse Pointe Woods 
Presbyterian Church, 
19950 Mack, Grosse 
Pointe Woods. The pro-

gram features violinist 
Adrienne Ronmack, pia-
nist Maria Meirelles, vio-
linists Velda Kelly and 
Sonia Lee, violist James 
Madison, baritone Dan 
M i h a e s c u ,  f o r m e r 
S t u d e n t  L e a g u e r 
Margaret Wenzel and 
others. For more infor-
mation, visit tuesday
musicaleofdetroit.org.

Healthy GP
Healthy Grosse Pointe 

& Harper Woods meets 
via Zoom at 8:30 a.m. the 
third Wednesday of each 
month. Its mission is to 
reduce substance abuse 
among youth and across 
the community, as well 
as promote optimal men-
tal health through action, 
education and collabora-
tion. Those interested in 
attending meetings 
should email Sasha 
Murphy at smurphy@
careofsem.com.

Alliance Francaise
The Alliance Francaise 

de Grosse Pointe is an 
organization that pro-
motes French culture 
through monthly activities 
for members. The group 
seeks members for its new 
membership year, which 
begins in September. It 
also offers French lessons 
for adults at Assumption 
Cultural Center, from 
September to May each 
year. Detailed member-
ship and French classes 
information may be found 
at afdegrossepointe.org.

Toastmasters
Northeastern Toast-

masters meets via Zoom 

at 7 p.m. the second and 
fourth Monday of each 
month. Call (313) 720-
8444 for the link and 
password.

Lakeshore
Lakeshore Senior 

Living hosts the Facebook 
Live Q&A, “Ask the 
Therapist,” from 1:30 to 2 
p.m. Wednesdays, and 
“Coffee Break Chat with 
Rachel,” with Sales and 
Marketing Manager 
Rachel Nagorsen, 1:30 to 
2 p.m. Thursdays. Call 
(586) 218-6228

EVENTS:
Continued from page 2B

Assumption Cultural 
Center; Dr. Ken Hamilton, 
Sarah Mcghie and Bill 
H a m i l t o n ,  H a r p e r 
Chiropractic Center; 
Frank Tassone, Henry 
Ford Health; Terri Murphy, 
Hope Senior

Home Care; Heidi 
Uhlig, The Helm at the 
Boll Life Center; Anne 
Carroll, Cranberry Park at 
ShorePointe Assisted 
Living; Veena Panthangi, 
M.D., Ascension St. John 
Hospital; Bryan Owens, 
Hearing Loss and 
Treatment Center; Rachel 
Nagorsen, American 
House, Lakeshore; and 
Roman Hammes, commu-
nity representative. 

Doors open at 8:15 a.m. 
Expo hours are 8:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. Free shuttle is 
provided by Cranberry 
Park for convenient park-
ing at Grosse Pointe 
Woods Lake Front Park. 
For more information, call 
(586) 779-6111.

EXPO:
Continued from page 5B

dinner are $75 per person. 
For reservations or more 
information, visit bit.
ly/3UayTTm

Printed invitations will 
not be mailed due to 
increased costs.

Formally known as The 
Thomas R. McCleary Jr. 
Eastside Republican Club 
P o l i t i c a l  A c t i o n 
Committee, the PAC is 
named in memory of one 
of the ERC’s original mem-
bers, Tom McCleary, who 
also served as a PAC direc-
tor. The PAC operates 
independently from the 
Eastside Republican Club.

In addition to Shetler, 
PAC committee members 
include John Chouinard, 
Annette Feldpausch, 
Carol Hackleman, Marie 
Hackleman, Kenneth 
Mullens, Mike Nolan, 
Dave Schumacher, Linda 
R. Solterisch, Joe Sucher 
and Carol Whitmore.

GPYC:
Continued from page 6B

The Detroit Zoological 
Society is putting equity 
back into STEM.

The DZS has been 
chosen to co-lead a new 
i n f o r m a l  S c i e n c e , 
Technology, Engineering 
and Math learning 
equity resource center, 
or ISL-ERC, for the 
N a t i o n a l  S c i e n c e 
F o u n d a t i o n ’ s 
A d v a n c e m e n t  o f 
Informal STEM Learning 
program. The resource 
center is made possible 
through a $10 million 
grant over five years 
from the NSF, a valued 
partner on the project.

According to the grant 
proposal, the center will 
advance equity within 
the informal STEM 
learning field through 
diverse community 
building, resource shar-
ing and the promotion of 
organizational change 
and transformative jus-
tice. Also leading the 

center is TERC, a STEM 
education research and 
development nonprofit 
dedicated to inspiring 
and engaging learners 
through cutting-edge 
research, content and 
curriculum develop-
ment, technology inno-
vation, professional 
development and pro-
gram evaluation.

“I’m thrilled to be a 
part of this project,” said 
Diane Miller, DZS vice 
president of educational 
programming and co-
principal investigator for 
the NSF grant. “Equity 
in ISL is so important to 
ensure the fi eld is evolv-
i n g  a n d  d i v e r s e . 
Everyone involved in 
this center is dedicated 
to creating STEM educa-
tion spaces that are wel-
coming for people of all 
demographics and back-
grounds.”

The ISL-ERC will pick 
up the work the Center 

for Advancement of 
I n f o r m a l  S c i e n c e 
Education has been 
doing  a lmost  two 
decades. In doing so, the 
new center will promote 
lifelong STEM learning, 
which occurs outside of 
the classroom and 
across multiple plat-
forms.

Additionally, the cen-
ter aims to disrupt con-
v e n t i o n s  a n d 
institutional barriers to 
transforming physical 
and digital ISL environ-
ments and make ISL 
more welcoming to mar-
ginalized communities. 
Collectively, the center’s 
activities and resources 
will support multiple 
pathways for research-
ers, practitioners and 
learners to better engage 
and equitably access ISL 
experiences, pursue 
funding and cultivate 
career opportunities in 
STEM that engender 

STEM identity develop-
ment and belonging for 
all.

“I’m excited to see 
how this center grows 
over time,” Miller said. 
“We are still in the begin-
ning stages of this proj-
ect, but we are ready to 
begin and use this 
opportunity to make 
substantial ,  last ing 

change in the ISL fi eld.”
In addition to the DZS, 

TERC and NSF, the fol-
lowing organizations 
will contribute to the 
center: Digital Promise, 
Organic Oneness, CAST, 
Karyl Askew Consulting, 
Accessible Technology 
Services and an exten-
sive multi-sector net-
work of advisors.

DZS to co-lead informal STEM learning center

COURTESY PHOTO

Diane Miller, Detroit Zoological Society vice presi-
dent of educational programming.
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CAMPER DAN 
STARRING 

CAMPUS
we love you, we really, really do. 

live at 17114 kercheval
10am - 6pm daily //

www.campusshopusa.com

a true story about a man, who loves
t-shirts, cheeseburgers, his newborn son,

his out of his league wife
and the lions.
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Grosse Pointe Woods 
r e s i d e n t  D a n i e l l e 
Carlomusto is celebrat-
ing the launch of “Green 
Album,” the fol-
lowup to her 
d e b u t , 
“Motown is 
Gro-Town.”

B o t h 
albums fea-
ture catchy 
c h i l d r e n ’ s 
songs in a 
v a r i e t y  o f 
genres, with 
the hopes of 
inspiring the 
next genera-
tion of garden 
growers.

Carlomusto is 
no stranger to 
the music scene. 
The  l i f e long 
mus ic ian  was 
performing country 
music — overseas and 
locally — when she 
shifted gears.

“When I had kids, and 
I’m sure other parents 
will agree, it changes 
your perspective,” she 
said. “I went from per-
forming country music 
… to wanting to flesh 
out these cute songs 
we’d sing to our chil-
dren every day around 
the breakfast table.”

It was a simple idea: 
Sing a quirky, catchy 
song about a banana 
and hope the child will 
want to eat the banana.

That simplicity — 
“celebrating the simple 
moments that com-
prised the lives of our 
children” — remained 
the basis for both 

albums, the first of 
which was offered 
through Detroit Public 
Television/PBS Kids and 
r e c e i v e d  m u l t i p l e 
Detroit Music Awards 
nominations.

Now, Carlomusto not 
only is busy promoting 
the new release, but 
also creating music vid-
eos to supplement 
“Green Album.”

“I’m working on visu-
als to go along with 
some of the songs,” she 

said, noting the video 
for the first single, 
“Avocado,” features 
award-winning guaca-
mole-maker Esteban 
Castro.

Other tracks 
o n  “ G r e e n 
Album” include 
“Snap Peas,” 
“Fava Beans” 
a n d 
“Ladybug,” all 
focused  on 
g a r d e n s , 
growing and 
the natural 
world.

“I feel that 
there is no 
down side to 
gardening,” 
Carlomusto 
said. “Kids 
are getting 
a b s t r a c t , 

gray lessons 
through gar-

dening, in patience, per-
severance, care — caring 
for those tiny plants. It’s 
low-cost, high-reward. 
They’re learning about 
autonomy while con-
necting to the world 
around us. It’s about 
s lowing down.  No 
cleats, no tutus, no shut-
tling to practice. It’s 
something a child can 
do on their own.”

Whi le  mus ica l l y, 
Carlomusto is inspired 
by the Bee Gees and 
Wilson Pickett, her 
skillful songwriting 
takes inspiration from a 
source closer to home.

“My kids inspire me,” 
she said, recalling the 
fi rst time she saw her 
d a u g h t e r,  A m e l i a , 
munching on a garden-
grown green pepper. 
“She was 2 and she was 

so taken with the cre-
ation and the beauty 
and the deliciousness of 
the pepper. To see a 
child honor a natural 
discovery inspired me 
to follow that trajectory. 
I want to elevate, vali-
date and celebrate those 
tiny moments.”

Carlomusto wrote, 
engineered and per-
formed all of her songs 
— though the guitars on 
“Ladybug” were per-
formed by Alice Cooper 
g u i t a r i s t  G a r r e t t 
Bielaniec — in her home 
studio. The album was 
mixed and mastered by 
Grammy-nomina ted 
producer David Feeny 
at Tempermill Studios 
in Ferndale.

“It took about a year 
to put ‘Green Album’ 
together,” she said. “It’s 
b e e n  d o n e  s i n c e 
November, but I wanted 
to roll it out when I had 
the time to dedicate and 
honor the process.”

As with her first 
album, the music is just 
t h e  b e g i n n i n g , 
Carlomusto said. Songs 
are supplemented with 
videos, as well as Gro-
Town seed stations, a 
gardening initiative that 
has reached more than 
14,000 next-generation 
growers by providing 
free seed packets at 
public libraries. 

Additional supple-
ments on gro-town.org 
include free, download-

able coloring, scrap-
book and garden journal 
pages.

“Gardening is a con-
duit for providing con-
nection,” she added.

Another Gro-Town 
s u p p l e m e n t  i s 
Carlomusto’s podcast, 
which furthers a con-
nection between the 
music and the lessons it 
teaches.

“This is not something 
passively consumed and 
quickly forgotten like 
other children’s media,” 
she said. “I want it to 
stick — that simplicity 
and beauty and cele-
brat ing  the  wor ld 
around us. I want it to
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Gro-Town goes ‘Green’

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Woods musician releases
album of children’s music 

COURTESY PHOTOS

Carlomusto performs for a young audience.

Danielle Carlomusto is all 
smiles following the de-
but of “Green Album.”

The cover of Carlomusto’s “Green Album.”

You know the bumper sticker, 
Kindness Matters? While I appreci-
ate the sentiment, I would always 
look at it and think, “Do people 
really need to be told this?” It seems 
to be in the same category of obvi-
ousness as getting off your cell 
phone while someone is waiting on 
you or saying please and thank you.

But maybe we all need a reminder to 
lean into kindness in a bigger way right 
now. Many of us are retreating, 
responding with a little more caution. 
Given our contentious culture it is 
understandable, but our kindness and 
compassion are what connects us to 
each other — in both our shared suffer-
ing and our collective optimism. When 
we practice kindness, we both share 
and experience happiness.

Years ago, author George Saunders 
shared in a convocation address one of 
his greatest regrets. It was around his 
“failures of kindness.” He identifi ed 
those failures as “the moments when 
another human being was there, in 
front of me suffering, and I responded 
... sensibly. Reservedly. Mildly.”

Now seems like a good time — when 
people are vulnerable and may be 
engaging reservedly or not at all — to 
be more intentional about extending 
kindness to others. These are three 
cues I’m thinking about in an effort to 
be more deliberate in practicing kind-
ness:

◆ Embracing radical empathy, in 
which we more actively consider oth-
ers’ points of view in order to connect 
more deeply with them. Not particu-
larly easy right now when many people 

are polarized and organized around 
absolutes, but this trait fosters toler-
ance, thoughtfulness and kindness, 
which is essential for our relationships 
and communities to thrive.

◆ Making the most generous 
assumption about other peoples’ 
behavior, choices or meaning. We often 
make guesses about intent that aren’t 
at all accurate. We are better served 
erring on the side of optimism when 
we are considering motivation.

◆ Recognizing that everyone has a 
story to tell and is worthy of being seen 
and heard. Being more curious about 
others, their experiences and what 
they may teach us helps us connect in 
more meaningful ways and see the 
best in each other. It also can remind 
us that when someone shows up in a 
way that isn’t particularly appealing, 
there likely is a context we may not be 
aware of that would help us to be more 
understanding.

What other ways might we practice 
kindness — less mildly and with with-
out reserve?

Mary Beth Garvey, LMSW, is a 
licensed social worker with more 
than 25 years of experience provid-
ing individual, group and family 
therapy in the private and public 
sectors. Check out her blog at 
marybethgarveytherapy.org/.

The Family Center provides free pro-
grams and resources that empower 
families to successfully navigate life’s 
social, emotional and physical chal-
lenges. Learn more at familycenter
web.org.

Kindness without reserve

A S K  T H E  E X P E R T S 
By Mary Beth Garvey, LMSW

See GRO-TOWN, page 2C

20542 Harper
(Lennon and Harper)

(313) 884-1551
www.gpaas.org

GROSSE POINTE ANIMAL ADOPTION SOCIETY
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SILAS

All Our animals
available for adoption 

at gpaas.org
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18554 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe, Michigan 48236

villagelockgp@gmail.com • 313-881-8603

VILLAGE LOCK
& HOME REPAIR 

September is
CHILDHOOD CANCER
AWARENESS MONTH

All month standard house keys will be FREE
with a donation benefi tting 

ChadTough Defeat DIPG Foundation
ChadTough.org



DEAR ABBY: My hus-
band was diagnosed 
with advanced chronic 
leukemia seven years 
ago. After two rounds 
of chemo, he was bet-
ter for a while but was 
d i a g n o s e d  w i t h 
a d v a n c e d  m u l t i p l e 
myeloma a year ago.

He has been through 
almost constant chemo 
and radiat ion,  lost 
more than six inches of 
height due to osteopo-
rosis and fractures, 
and can barely walk 

around the house or 
get in and out of the 
car for his doctor ’s 
appointments.

We almost lost him 
three times, but he’s 
hanging on. For us, this 
is reality. But we have 
a teenage daughter, 
and I still have to work 
to support us. I do not 
share this information 
at work. 

A business colleague 
I’ll call “Amy” was just 
diagnosed with chronic 
leukemia. It’s in the 

early stages, with no 
chemo or radiation, 
just monitoring. Now, 
in every business call 
and video meeting, 
Amy talks about how 
she is surviving cancer 
and is going to beat 
this because she is 
stronger than cancer.

Everyone  in  the 
office is talking about 
Amy being a cancer 
survivor and saying we 
should do something 
for her. It grates on me 
because my husband is 

so much sicker, and 
she’s planning vaca-
tions and trips to con-
c e r t s  a n d  t e l l i n g 
everyone how great 
she feels.

We all deal with dis-
ease differently, but I 
want to tell her to keep 
this to herself  and 
focus on work. Should 
I, and if so, how? —
RESENTFUL IN NEW 
YORK.

DEAR RESENTFUL: I 
sincerely hope you will 

refrain from doing that. 
Not all cancers are 
alike. Everyone’s expe-
rience with this fright-
e n i n g  d i s e a s e  i s 
different.

That Amy is doing as 
well as she is is a bless-
ing. It could also be that 
she’s trying to stay pos-
itive, putting on a brave 
face and living her life 
to the fullest extent for 
as long as she is able. 

I am truly sorry for 
your pain.  I  have 
“walked a mile in your 
shoes.” It’s wrenching 
and awful. But you will 
not lessen it by telling 
your colleague to keep 
anything to herself. 
Leave the room instead.

DEAR ABBY: I live 
with my boyfriend and 
his father. I moved in two 
years ago to help them 
pay bills so they could 
keep living in the house 
my boyfriend grew up in. 
But the situation has 
become unlivable. 

My boyfriend’s father 
is rude, racist and self-
centered. It doesn’t mat-

ter that we are struggling; 
he goes out and spends 
all his money on guns 
and fancy dinners for 
other relatives. Then he 
complains about how 
he’s broke and has no 
money to help buy things 
for the house. He has 
also raised our rent 
because he has “debt to 
the IRS,” which has liter-
ally nothing to do with 
me or my boyfriend. 

We can’t talk to him 
without  a  big  argu-
ment  breaking  out , 
and I’m at the end of 
m y  r o p e .  I t ’ s  t o o 
expensive  to  move, 
so please, any help or 
a d v i c e  w o u l d  b e 
much appreciated. —
UNHAPPY ROOMMATE 

DEAR ROOMMATE: I 
hope you now realize 
that your boyfriend’s 
father isn’t going to 
change; his nature is 
fully formed. This rude, 
self-centered racist is 
WHO HE IS.

Instead of continuing 

be about life. The pod-
cast was a natural 
extension of all of that.”

One of the four eight-
minute episodes fea-
tures Grosse Pointer 
Kelly Konieczki, aka 
Momcat Kelly, chatting 
about pollinators, while 
another covers the topic 
of worm composting 
w i th  Car lomus to ’ s 
neighbor, Tim Wood.

Apart from the new 
release, Carlomusto is 
celebrating her first 
TED Talk, which was 
recorded in June in 
Colorado. 

“It’s about children 
connecting to the media 

they’ve consumed,” she 
said, noting the talk was 
released on YouTube last 
month. “It was great to 
have 10 minutes to pon-
tifi cate on the things I fi nd 
meaningful in my life, like 
children’s media — how it 
used to be great and how 
it can be great again.”

Carlomusto founded 
Gro-Town in 2019, to 
instill a sense of grati-
tude and wonderment 
for the world via music, 
videos and community 
gardening initiatives.

She was named Most 
Inspir ing  Michigan 
Mom by Hello Bello, 
Kristen Bell and Dax 
S h e p a r d ’ s  l i n e  o f 
organics for children. 
She also is a gardening 
s p o k e s p e r s o n  f o r 

G r e a t  L a k e s  A C E 
Hardware.

“Green Album” is 
available on all digital 
platforms, including 

S p o t i f y,  Pa n d o r a , 
YouTube and Amazon, 
among others. For more 
information, visit gro-
town.org.
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Dear Abby
by Abigail Van Buren

See DEAR ABBY, page 6C

See LANDERS, page 6C

Colleague’s cancer fight waged in different manner

Dear Gabby: The start 
of the school year is a 
stressful time in our 
house. My 2nd grade 
daughter is friendly, funny, 
and smart, but she has ter-
rible anxiety about school.

Every morning is awful. 
She cries and cries and 
doesn’t want to leave my 
side. She has friends and 
is super prepared for each 
day of class. Is there any-
thing I can do to make the 
morning transition easier 
each day? I’m at a loss. — 
Weepy in the woods

This  week,  Gabby 
turned to a true expert in 
this  area,  Dr.  Angie 
Niforos, a counselor at 
Brownell Middle School. 

Dear Weepy,
GPPSS counselor: The 

start of the school year 
can be filled with many 
mixed emotions as stu-

dents and parents adjust 
to changes. It is normal 
for a child to have some 
anxiety about the antici-
pation of the new school 
year.  Ch i ldren  who 
express heightened anxi-
ety through behavior 
such as school refusal 
and excessive crying 
may be experiencing 
underlying issues.

These issues could be 
linked to learning chal-
lenges, social phobia, 
stressful events, changes 
at home, or separation 
anxiety from their pri-
mary caregiver. 

Start by listening to 
your daughter about 
what may be causing her 
to feel and act this way. 
She may not know and 
need your assistance to 
further explore her feel-
ings and possible under-
lying reasons.

Consider the following 

ways to work through 
your daughter’s anxiety:

1. Create an evening 
routine. Establish a con-
sistent homework and 
b e d t i m e  s c h e d u l e . 
Additionally, have your 
daughter prepare her 
backpack and outfit for 
the next day. 

2. Make sure  your 
daughter wakes up at the 
same time each day. Keep 
the morning routine sim-
ple. Leave at the same 
time each day. 

3. Keep school dropoff 
time short and pleasant. 
Don’t prolong the good-
bye. Start a fun goodbye 
tradition (like saying the 
same phrase every day).

4. Cons ider  hav ing 
someone else take your 
daughter to school. Can 

your daughter go to 
school with a friend or 
grandparent? 

5. Give your daughter a 
special item to keep 
throughout the day. It 
could be a bracelet, spe-
cial photo, or stuffed ani-
mal kept in her backpack. 
Include a special treat or 
note in her lunch. 

6. Give  your  ch i ld 
something to look for-
ward to during her day 
and after school. Plan a 
fun activity after school. 

7. After picking her up 
from school, ask your 
daughter about her feel-
ings that day. Get her to 
open up about her day by 
asking open-ended ques-
tions. Have her identify 
something that brought 
her happiness and joy. 
Allow her to express her-

self and listen to what 
she experienced.

If there is no change 
after implementing some 
new interventions, then 
partner with school per-
sonnel to provide addi-
tional support. Reach out 
to your daughter’s teacher 
to learn more about her 
social interactions and 
academic progress.

Additionally, reach out 
to the social worker, 
counselor, or principal 
for suggestions and sup-
port. If your daughter 
needs further support, 
seek the help of a thera-
pist who can assist in 
providing coping skills. 

Time and effort will help 
your daughter feel more 
comfortable and confi-
dent. Once she is invested 
in her new routine and rit-

uals, she will learn ways to 
problem solve herself. 
You’re helping her build 
ski l l s  she  wi l l  use 
throughout her life.  

—Angie Niforos, Ph.D., 
LPC

Angie Niforos is a 
Counselor at Brownell 
Middle School and was 
named the Michigan 
Counselor of the Year in 
2020. She is the mother of 
three and has worked in 
private counseling, private 
and public schools, and is 
currently also teaching at 
Wayne State University.

We  l o v e  p r o b l e m -
s o l v i n g  a n d  g i v i n g 
advice!  Please send us 
your questions & prob-
lems to advice@grosse
pointenews.com.

Starting off the school 
year with less anxiety

Grosse Pointe GabbyGrosse Pointe Gabby
The Pulse Of The PointesThe Pulse Of The Pointes

Classic
Ann Landers

Mama’s boy lacks courage to defend wife
Dear Ann Landers: I 

have been married for 
three years, and it is obvi-
ous that my mother does 
not like my wife. I can deal 
with that, but I’m becom-
ing increasingly upset by 
the way Mom behaves 
around “Amelia.”

Two weeks ago, there 
was a milestone family 
affair, and we hired a 
professional photogra-
pher to take pictures. As 
we were preparing to 
pose for the photo shoot, 
my mother informed 
Amelia that she could 

not be in the pictures 
because she was not a 
blood relative and there-
fore not a family mem-
ber. My wife stepped out, 
but I could see she was 
very hurt. 

There have been other 
instances, as well. One 
evening when several of us 
went to the theater 
together, Mom happened 
to end up sitting next to 
Amelia. She abruptly stood 
up, moved to the other side 
of the row and announced, 
“I want to sit next to my 
son.”

I have asked my mother 
to please stop treating 
Amelia so shabbily, but she 
insists she has nothing 
against my wife and 
accuses me of being overly 
sensitive. I hope you can 
help me. — Not Mama’s 
Boy in Missouri

Dear Missouri: Your 
signature does not match 
your letter. You certainly 
sound like a mama’s boy 
to me, and a gutless one 
at that. 

Why did you not speak 
up on your wife’s behalf 

w h e n  y o u r  m o t h e r 
decided Amelia couldn’t 
be in the family pictures 
because she wasn’t a 
blood relative? And when 
your mother demanded 
to sit next to you in the 
theater, why didn’t you 
arrange the seating so 
your wife could be on the 
other side? 

As long as you permit 
your mother to abuse 
Amelia, she is going to 
do it. It’s high time you 
asserted yourself, sonny 
boy. Check out the Bible, 
where it says, “Therefore 

shall a man leave his 
father and his mother 
and shall cleave to his 
wife, and they shall be 
one flesh.” Copy that 
directive on a piece of 
paper, and tape it to your 
bathroom mirror.

Dear Ann Landers: I am 
a 34-year-old single phy-
sician who has never 

been married or even 
come close. The truth is, 
I never found anyone I 
truly wanted to be with 
— until last year. Sound 
good? Well, wait. The 
woman I have fallen in 
love with is a very youth-
ful 53-year-old — and 
she is married.

Continued from page 1C
GRO-TOWN:

Carlomusto’s enthusiam — for gardening and 
music — is catchy.



It’s rewarding to have 
a passion and then 
watch your family mem-
bers get involved and 
interested as well.

My zeal for cooking 
has absolutely rubbed 
off on my family. Our 
oldest daughter spent 
her summer baking and 
cooking. She made 
everything from crab 
rangoons to macaroons. 
I wasn’t even allowed to 
help or be in the kitchen, 
much to my dismay. The 
results of her work were 
fantastic. 

Today, I’m sharing one 
of the first recipes my 
husband ever made for 
us and it’s absolutely 
dead on. It meets all of 
your hunger needs.

Comforting chicken 
that is crispy and tasty 
with little bites from 
whole grain mustard 

seeds that makes every-
one in our house happy.

Perfectly roasted pota-
toes and green beans 
accompany the meat 
which all takes little 
effort.

This is a sheet pan din-
ner for weeknights. The 
mustard slowly leaks 
over to the potatoes 
making them extra fl a-
vorful. 

I  call  i t  de-viled 
chicken because a 
British friend of ours 
would call deviled eggs 
in the same manner. We 
thought it was so funny 
that the name stuck.

And if you have never 
tried roasted green 
beans, you need to, now. 
Make this family favor-
ite. Winner, winner, 
chicken dinner. Oh and 
for fast cleanup, use 
parchment paper.

De-viled Chicken
(Serves 4)

6 chicken thighs (bone-
in, skin-on)

¼ cup dijon mustard

¼ cup whole grain 
mustard

2 tbsp chopped rosemary

Juice 1 lemon

2 cloves chopped garlic

1 ½ cup panko bread-
crumbs

¼ cup olive oil

10 small yukon gold 
potatoes

1 lb green beans

½ tsp each salt and 

pepper

Preheat your oven to 
425 degrees. In a bowl, 
add the mustards, rose-
mary, juice from half of 
the lemon and garlic. Dip 
the chicken in the mus-
tard mixture and then 
roll in the panko bread-
crumbs so all sides are 
coated.

Place the chicken on a 
large, lightly oiled baking 
sheet. Drizzle the top of 
the chicken with olive oil.

Next, slice the potatoes 
in half and place them next 
to the chicken, leaving 
some room for the green 
beans on the far side.

Drizzle the potatoes 
with more olive oil and 
add the salt and pepper. 
Give the potatoes a toss 
with clean hands. Cook 
for 30 minutes. Take the 
pan out of the oven and 

add the green beans. 
Squeeze the rest of the 
lemon over the top of the 
beans, drizzle with more 
olive oil and add a pinch 
more of salt and pepper.

Cook for another 15 
minutes or until the 
internal temperature of 
the chicken is 165 
degrees. Your one stop 
shop is ready!
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As popular as wine is 
today, it’s still seen as 
fairly pricey by regular 
consumers, so daily con-
sumers are always seek-
ing strategies to fi nd good 
values. And now is a per-
fect time to stock up.

Wildfi res in California 
over the last few years 
have negatively impacted 
stocks of domestic red 
wines, which makes 
them slightly less avail-
able than they have been. 
But white wines and rose 
are more available than 
they’ve ever been, and 
better than ever.

Moreover, currencies 
around the world are rel-
atively weak in relation 
to the U.S. dollar, which 
makes for soft prices for 
many imports. And 
although it may seem a 
little risky buying wine 
from unknown, faraway 
places, wines from cer-
tain countries have never 
been better or more 
fairly priced.

Start with the fine 
wines of Australia and 
New Zealand. Both coun-
tries’ currencies are 
presently at lower levels 
than they have been. The 
Aussie dollar is worth 
only 69 U.S. cents (down 
from parity only a decade 
ago), and the Kiwi dollar 
is at 61 cents.

Add to that the fact 
that three weeks ago 
China announced that it 
would block all imports 
from Australia and New 

Zealand including the 
important commodities 
dairy, beef, agricultural 
products and wines. 

This is a major escala-
tion of tensions between 
China and its Pacific 
neighbors and means that 
both Australia and New 
Zealand will imminently 
have more wines to sell to 
other countries, including 
the United States.

And they will be com-
ing in at prices that are 
undermined by their weak 
down-under currencies.

Similarly, Chile’s econ-
omy has been rocked 
over the last two years by 
a collapsed worldwide 
market for its most 
important export com-
modity, copper. 

That has hurt the 
Chilean economy. In July 
the Chilean peso reached 
a decade low in value. As 
a result, its wines are 
being sold here at soft-
currency prices.

Buying these wines 
might seem daunting to 
some who previously 
remained with branded 
domestics. But there is 
little to fear. All three 
countries now make 
exemplary, reasonably 
priced wines. Here is a 
brief primer.

AUSTRALIA:  The 
Australian wine industry 
has been making wine 
since the 1830s, more 
than 100 years longer 
than has the United 

States, which had to go 
through a nearly 50-year 
hiatus that included 
Prohibition and its after-
math. That was an ardu-
ous period that Australia 
never faced.

Moreover, the Aussies 
have spent more money 
on research into making 
quality wines than any 
other country, and today 
their country represents 
the pinnacle of reason-
ably priced excellence.

Australian chardon-
nays and shiraz can be 
found here at very fair 
prices. Seek out wines 
carrying the designation 
“ S o u t h  E a s t e r n 
Australia” for wines at 
less than $10 a bottle.

NEW ZEALAND: This 
small two-island democ-
racy has made enormous 
strides in wine quality 
over the last 20 years and 
today represents the pin-
nacle of excellence in 
sauvignon blanc and 
quality pinot noir values. 

The sauvignon blancs 
and chardonnays of 
Marlborough, in particu-
lar, are usually found 
here at about $20 a bot-
tle, representing the 
peak of quality. However, 
excellent versions can 
easily be found at half 
that price or even less by 
shopping around.

CHILE: For red wine 
lovers, it is difficult to 
beat the values we’re 
seeing today from this 
longtime wine-produc-
ing nation. 

Although cabernet 
sauvignon probably is 
the most widely seen red 
wine from Chile, excel-
lent values can be had 
from wines made of mer-
lot as well as a local 
favorite, carmenere. At 

around the $10 price 
point, numerous Chilean 
examples are widely 
available.

Wine of the Week:
2021 Tercos Sangiovese, 
Mendoza  (R icardo 
S a n t o s )  ( $ 1 5 )  - - 
Argentina is best known 
for its rich, fl avorful mal-
bec red wines. But this 
Italian variety does 
nicely there too, and this 
wine has ample plum 
fruit and richness along 
with moderate tannins. 
Often seen at about $11.

To fi nd out more about 
Dan Berger, visit the 
Creators Syndicate web-
page at www.creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2022 
CREATORS.COM

Best
BURGERS IN TOWN!BURGERS IN TOWN!

CALL for CARRY-OUTCALL for CARRY-OUT

18666 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe Farms

313-881-5675
Thank You

Frontline 
Heroes!

092222

SEE 
MENU

yKennedy’s

EST. 
1980

Heather’s Famous

SLOPPY JOESSLOPPY JOES
Tuesdays  &
Wednesdays

Try OurTry Our
FamousFamous

CornedCorned
BeefBeef

SandwichSandwich

Check us out onCheck us out on
Doordash, Grubhub Doordash, Grubhub 

and UberEatsand UberEats

Happy Hour Tuesday through Friday 3PM - 5PM
LUNCH Tuesday - Friday 11:30AM - 3:00PM

CALL FOR SHOW TIMES AND RESERVATIONS

(313) 882-5299 
97 KERCHEVAL, GROSSE POINTE FARMS, MI 48236

DIRTYDOGJAZZ.COM

Open for Lunch
Tue. - Fri. 11:30 - 3PM

RESERVATIONS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED
Upscale Dining & Jazz Favorites! 

091522

-TUESDAYS-
1 SEATING: 6:00PM-8:00PM (Ron English plays from 6:30PM-8:00PM)

-WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY-
1SEATING: 6:00PM-8:30PM (Performer plays from 7:00PM-8:30PM)

-FRIDAY & SATURDAY- 2 Seatings each night
1st SEATING: 6:00PM-8:00PM (Performer plays from 6:30PM-7:30PM)

2nd SEATING: 8:30PM-10:30PM (Performer plays from 9:00PM-10:00PM

Outdoor
Patio
Now

Open!

BEST
BEST

of the

20        21

WARREN WOLFWARREN WOLF
JAZZ VIBRAPHONIST

September 30 &
October 1

KYLE EASTWOODKYLE EASTWOOD
JAZZ BASSIST

September 28 &
September 29

ALEXANDER ZONJICALEXANDER ZONJIC
AND FRIENDS

October 6 through
October 9

SKY COVINGTONSKY COVINGTON
JAZZ VOCALIST

September 21 through
September 24

16930 Kercheval Ave • In the Village
villagegrillegp.com • 313-882-4555 

OPEN DAILY 11:00 A.M. • PRIVATE BANQUET ROOM • CATERING

GARDEN & SOUP BAR!GARDEN & SOUP BAR!
Friday • Saturday • SundaySS ddSS dd

6
SOUPS
DAILY

BEERS, FULL BAR,
PIZZA, SALADS, BURGERS, SANDWICHES, 

DINNERS AND MORE!

OFFERING A WIDE RANGE OF

092222

Looking for values

Wine  Talk
by Dan Bergerby Dan Berger

Courtesy of Mombeau’s Table
Fool proof sheet pan dinner

De-viled chicken, a family favorite at the Mombeau 
household.

Yellow Tail, the Yenda, Australia-based brand is practically ubiquitous 
in the U.S., where its 1.5-liter bottles are college campus staples, and 
its standard-size (750-milliliter) bottles are essential pickups for folks 
looking for inexpensive yet reliable wines to unwind with at the end of 
the day.
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GPW Fall Fest

Adalynn Phillips enjoys the 
food while sitting on the lawn 
listening to music.

Donnie Cook holds Future, the German Giant rabbit who is only 
ten pounds now but could get up to thirty pounds when full grown.

As Donnie Cook is given Lemon, the Burmese Python 
foot by foot, the kids in the crowd didn’t wait until he had 
all 10 feet of the snake to rush up to touch the reptile.

Violet, Micah and Anton Hall share a family dinner 
of hotdogs and chips at the Fall Fest.

Grosse Pointe Woods held their annual Fall Fest September, 17 on the 
front lawn of city hall. The crowd enjoyed music by Sonic Freeway, 
hot dogs, chips and beverages, and an educational experience with 
Donnie’s GP Zoology.

Check out the online calendar on our website for more details & registration links

E E N T SV
THURSDAY, SEPT. 22 

 » 2022 Designers' 
Show House 
10 am-3pm & 5 pm-8pm 
205 Lake Shore Rd,  
Grosse Pointe Farms. 

 » Craft in the Digital Age  
Ford House, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
1100 Lake Shore Road. 

 » Draft Guard Sew Along  
Ewald Branch, 2-3 p.m.
15175 E Jefferson  

 » John Watkins 
w/ Carl Caballero  
Cadieux Cafe, 7-7:30 p.m.
4300 Cadieux Rd. 
 

 » ‘Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat’  
Grosse Pointe North High 
School’s Fenton Performing 
Arts Cente, 8 p.m.
707 Vernier Road. 

 » Sky Covington 
Dirty Dog Jazz Cafe, 
6-8:30 p.m.
97 Kercheval. 
 

 » St. Clair Shores 
Farmers Market  
Blossom Heath Park, 5-9 p.m.
Jefferson Ave. south of 10 
Mile Road. 
 

 » Storytime with 
Miss Jane  
Woods Branch, 10:30-11 a.m.
20680 Mack Ave 

 » Thoughts to Action 
Discussion Group  
Offsite, 7-8:30 p.m.
grossepointelibrary.org
 

 » Tony Hightower w/
The Henry Conerway 
Trio  
Cliff Bell's, 7:30-11 p.m.
2030 Park Ave. 

FRIDAY, SEPT. 23 

 » 2022 Designers’ 
Show House  
10 am-5 pm
205 Lake Shore Rd, 
Grosse Pointe Farms. 
 

 » Candlelight: 
Featuring Vivaldi’s 
Four Seasons & More  
St Hyacinth Church, 
6-7:05 p.m.
3151 Farnsworth St. 
 

 » Craft in the Digital Age  
Ford House, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
1100 Lake Shore Road. 
 

 » ‘Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat’  
Grosse Pointe North High 
School’s Fenton Performing 
Arts Cente, 8 p.m.
707 Vernier Road.
 

 » Sky Covington 
Dirty Dog Jazz Cafe, 
6-8:30 p.m.
97 Kercheval.
 

SATURDAY, SEPT. 24 

 » 2022 Designers’ 
Show House  
10 am-5 pm
205 Lake Shore Rd, 
Grosse Pointe Farms. 
 

 » Louis Hayes Group  
Aretha's Jazz Cafe, 8 p.m.
350 Madison. 
 

 » Craft in the Digital Age  
Ford House, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
1100 Lake Shore Road. 
 

 » Frankie Valli & The 
Four Seasons  
Fox Theatre, 8 p.m.
2211 Woodward Ave. 
 

 » Immersive Klimt 
Revolution  
Lighthouse ArtSpace 
Detroit, 10 a.m.-9 p.m.
311 E Grand River Ave. 
 

 » ‘‘Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat’  
Grosse Pointe North High 
School’s Fenton Performing 
Arts Cente, 8 p.m.
707 Vernier Road. 
 

 » Louis Hayes  
Music Hall Center for the 
Performing Arts, 
350 Madison St. 
 

 » Mary J. Blige
Little Caesars Arena, 8 p.m.
2645 Woodward. 
 

 » Paint and Chips!  
Ewald Branch, 
15175 E Jefferson  
 

 » Sky Covington  
Dirty Dog Jazz Cafe, 6-8:30 p.m.
97 Kercheval. 
 

 » Social District events  
St. Clair Shores Social 
District, 5 p.m.
Mack Avenue between 
Cavalier Drive and Nine 
Mile Road. 
 

 » St. Clair Shores 
Farmers Market  
Blossom Heath Park, 
8 a.m.-2 p.m.
Jefferson Ave. south of 10 
Mile Road. 
 

 » Star's Fall Fest  
Our Lady Star of the Sea 
School and Parish, 5-7 p.m.
417 Fairford. 

 » Youth Design 
Community Free Day  
Michigan Science Center, 
10 a.m.-4 p.m.
5020 John R St. 

SUNDAY, SEPT. 25 

 » 2022 Designers' 
Show House  
12 pm-5pm
205 Lake Shore Rd, 
Grosse Pointe Farms Map. 
 

 » Louis Hayes Group  
Aretha's Jazz Cafe, 8 p.m.
350 Madison. 

 » Craft in the Digital Age  
Ford House, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
1100 Lake Shore Road. 

 » ‘Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat’  
Grosse Pointe North High 
School’s Fenton Performing 
Arts Cente, 8 p.m.
707 Vernier Road. 

 » Organ Concert at 
St. Michael's  
St. Michael's Episcopal 
Church, 4-6 p.m.
20475 Sunningdale Park. 

MONDAY, SEPT. 26 

 » 2022 Designers' 
Show House  
10 am-5pm 
205 Lake Shore Rd, 
Grosse Pointe Farms Map. 
 

 » 4th Monday Book 
Discussion Group  
Ewald Branch, 1:30-2:30 p.m.
15175 E Jefferson  

 » Blues Jam 
Cadieux Cafe, 8-11 p.m.
4300 Cadieux Rd. 

TUESDAY, SEPT. 27 

 » 2022 Designers' 
Show House  
10 am-5pm
205 Lake Shore Rd, 
Grosse Pointe Farms. 

 » 5th & 6th Grade Book 
Group  
Ewald Branch, 7-8:30 p.m.
15175 E Jefferson  

 » Craft in the Digital 
Age  
Ford House, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.
1100 Lake Shore Road. 
 

 » In Cold Mug Book 
Discussion  
Offsite, 7-9 p.m.
grossepointelibrary.org
 

 » Kyiv City Ballet  
Music Hall Center for the 
Performing Arts, 7:30 a.m.
350 Madison St. 
 

 » Storytime with 
Miss Melissa  
Ewald Branch, 1:30-2 p.m.
15175 E Jefferson 

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 28 

 » 2022 Designers’ 
Show House  
205 Lake Shore Rd, 
Grosse Pointe Farms. 
  

 » Craft in the Digital Age  
Ford House, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
1100 Lake Shore Road. 
 

 » Jam 
Cabbage Patch Saloon, 
9:30-11 p.m.
15130 Mack Ave. 

 

Photo story by Renee Landuyt

The kids have been 
dying to go to Cedar Point 
all summer. This day trip 
seemed a little ambitious, 
even for me, so I pushed 
it off till the end of August. 
After consulting the 
“summer bucket list” and 
realizing Cedar Point was 
the last item to be crossed 
off, I knew it was time! 

I went on an eighth 
grade fi eld trip to Cedar 
Point and I remember it 

being one of the best days 
of the year so I was 
excited for the kids to 
experience it!

To make it more fun for 
them, each child brought 
a friend so they had a 
park buddy. Then, if I was 
stuck on a smaller ride 
with the younger kids, 
the older boys were able 
to have some freedom as 
long as they stayed with 
their friend. This worked 

really well for us and 
made the day much more 
enjoyable for everyone. 

We made sure to check 
the weather beforehand 
and purchased our tickets 
online. The tickets can be 
as much as 50% cheaper if 
you buy before arriving at 
the park, so this was a 
major savings. We chose to 
get the ‘Michigan Saver’ 
tickets which were $49 per 
person. These tickets 
included free parking and 
free drinks all day, which 
ended up being a lifesaver.

There are drink sta-
tions all throughout the 
park and with the drink 
bracelets, you can get a 
refi ll every 15 minutes at 
any location in the park. 
While this seemed like 

overkill to me before we 
got there, someone was 
constantly thirsty, so this 
came in handy. 

Luckily, there were 
very short lines for each 
ride. If you are planning 
your trip during a peak 
weekend, I would recom-
mend purchasing a ‘Fast 
Lane’ pass. Cedar Point 
only sells a certain num-
ber of these passes each 
day, and it exponentially 
shortens the wait time. 
Sometimes, lines can be 
as long as three hours, so 
these passes are essential 
for having a good experi-
ence with kids. 

Overall, we had the abso-
lute best day. After riding 
the fi rst few coasters, even 
the kids that were nervous 

about the larger rides 
faced their fears and had 
the best time.

There is an area with 
rides designed for smaller 
children, but there aren’t 
many options to choose 
from. For this reason, I 
would recommend bring-
ing children 10 years and 
older. I’ve always been 
skeptical of a day trip like 
this, and tend to shy away 

from theme parks and 
things of this nature in 
general, but I can hon-
estly say I would do it 
again in a heartbeat! 

For more information 
and to plan your visit, 
check out cedarpoint.
com.  Check out the 
upcoming Halloween-
themed weekends this 
fall.

THE KID LISTTHE KID LIST
    by Nora Nanny
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MOVIE REVIEW
“The Catcher was a Spy”

2018 - Rated R
1 hr 34min

Right off the bat (pun 
intended), I’d like to 
mention that I found a 
couple things notewor-
thy about “The Catcher 
was a Spy.” The fi rst was 
that it’s a true story. 
When I read the synopsis 
of the fi lm, I thought it 
must be a work of fic-
tion. I mean, if it actually 
happened, how have I 
never heard about it 
before? But alas, it’s 
based on a book by the 
same title by Nicholas 
Dawidoff. 

The second thing that 
surprised me was the 
roster of stars in the 
movie. I kept saying to 
myself, “That looks just 
like…” and “He’s in this 
too!” It really is a star-
studded cast, which is 
pretty rare these days. 
The roster includes Jeff 
Daniels, Tom Wilkinson, 
Guy Pearce ,  Paul 
Giamatti, and Giancarlo 
Giannini.

This remarkable film 
stars Paul Rudd, who 
normally plays a goofball 
in lighter movies. It’s the 
fi rst time I’ve seen him in 
a dramatic role and he 

really rose to the occa-
sion. Here he plays Moe 
Berg, a middle-of-the-
road catcher for the 
Boston Red Sox.

His manager keeps try-
ing to convince him to 
retire and take a job as 
coach with the team. But 
Moe isn’t ready to hang 
up his spikes.

While on a goodwill 
tour of Japan with an all-
star roster of players, he 
has the foresight to 
sneak up on the rooftop 
of a hospital and fi lm the 
harbor. This takes place 
in the late 1930s, just 
before the outbreak of 
World War II. After Japan 
attacks Pearl Harbor, he 
gives the movie footage 
over to the OSS (a pre-
cursor to the CIA) and 

volunteers his services. 
Moe lives with his girl-

friend Estella (Sienna 
Miller), a beautiful young 
piano teacher.

In one of their first 
scenes together, he walks 
in while she’s playing the 
piano. He’s so moved by 
her playing, they end up 
making love right at the 

piano. However, there 
are some questions about 
his sexuality. When he’s 
asked point blank if he’s 
g a y,  h e  t a c t f u l l y 
responds, “I’m good at 
keeping secrets.”  

He’s not your typical 
dumb jock. In fact he 
was a graduate of 
Princeton, passed his bar 
exam, and spoke several 
languages. When he rat-
tles off all the languages 

he spoke, he’s so matter-
of-fact you think he’s 
joking.

After he joins the OSS, 
it took a while to fi nd a 
good use of his talents 
and keen mind. At fi rst 
he spends his time doing 
boring paperwork, day 
in and day out. But then 
a mission comes up that 
is perfect for him. 

There were rumors 
that Germany was work-
ing on an atomic bomb. 
The project was headed 
up by the brilliant physi-
cist Werner Heisenberg 
(Mark Strong). Moe’s 
assignment was to meet 
with Heisenberg in 
Switzerland, and deter-
mine if the rumors were 
true and if so, how close 
were they to actually 
making a bomb.

It was up to him to 
decide whether to assas-
sinate him or not.  As the 
film rolls ahead to the 
crucial moment, the ten-
sion really builds. True 
to form, I’m not going to 
be a spoiler—you’ll just 
have to watch this movie 
and fi nd out for yourself. 

Overall, I thought the 
fi lm was excellent. The 
acting, cinematography, 
and writing were all 
superb. It really gives 
you feeling of the time 
period and it has a dark, 
ominous feel to it. It 
made me want to check 
out the book and see how 
faithfully they followed 
the story. The fact that 
Dawidoff was one of he 
screenwriters makes me 
think they did a great 
job. 

Note to parents: 
Although the fi lm is rated 

R, I don’t think there’s 
much objectionable in it 
besides one tastefully 
done lovemaking scene. 

Currently streaming for 
free on Kanopy.com (with 
your library card) and 
Tubi. Also on AMC+, IFC 
Films Unlimited, Amazon, 
and Prime Video.

★★★★✩

My rating system:

★ A real stinker. A 
movie that is so bad,
you’re embarrassed to 

admit you’ve seen it, 

but you have to rate it 
nonetheless. 

★★ So-so. Not a total 
waste of time, but you 
would have been better 
off reading a good book. 

★★★ Pretty good. In
fact, if there weren’t any 
other movies in your 
queue, you might watch 
it again.

★★★★ One you’d
recommend to friends.

★★★★★ So good
you’d actually go out and 
buy it! 

About this column:
My main focus is on

films that I feel have 
gone under the radar 
a n d  d e s e r v e  m o r e 
recognition.

They include both 
mainstream and indie 
f i lms s treaming on 
services like Netflix, 
Hoopla, and Kanopy. 
I’ll also review note-
worthy new theatrical 
releases as well.

For movie trailers, 
visit youtube.com.

If you have any sugges-
tions, feel free to email me 
at: dominmark@yahoo.
com. Also, if you’re look-
ing for more recommen-
dations, be sure to check 
out my blog: moviejunkie-
mark.blogspot.com.

Movie Junkie Mark
by Mark Domin

I don’t know about you, 
but in our house chargers 
and cords disappear faster 
than socks. 

Where are they all 
going?  I have no idea.  I 
suspect it’s the children, 
but they’ll never tell. 

When looking for a solu-
tion, I came across a wire-
less charging stand with 
everything I wanted. 

It plugs in, and has a 
phone charger stand, 
Apple watch charging cra-
dle, and then bonus!  
Airpods charger in back.  
How great is this?  It’s 
pretty great.  

First of all, it’s not cheap 
- but it’s an Amazon’s 

Choice and I ’m 
always a sucker for 
that marketing ploy.  
At almost $50 it was 
a risk, but one I was 
willing to take. With 
over 11,500 5 star 
reviews, it felt like a 
safe bet. 

The set up is sim-
ple, because all you 
do is plug it in.  
When you set your 
device(s) on the 
charging areas, they 
light up green so you 
know it’s working.  
Each night l ike 
clockwork I set my 
electronics on the 
charging stand and 

they are all at 100% when 
I wake up.  

Initially, the thought 
was to have one for my 
kids.  But quickly I real-
ized that kids cannot be 
trusted with electronics in 
their rooms at night, so it 
is all mine for now.  The 
only complaint I have, is 
that occasionally my 
watch stops charging at 
some point, which is due 
to needing to posi-
tion your watch the 
right direction in 
exactly the right 
spot.  An easy fix, 
but it should be men-
tioned. 

I give this 5 alligators 

because it defi nitely fi lls a 
need, works well, and 
helps me keep all of my 
devices in one spot.

We LOVE testing out 
new th ings !  Te l l  us 
about your favorite item 
or something you want 
us to try for you! Drop 
us a l ine at  media@
grossepointenews.com.

by Anna Lizer

5 Out Of 5
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-
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x, 
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5 Out Of 5

PHOTOS COURTESY OF PALMSTAR MEDIA AND ANIMUS FILMS

Left, Sienna Miller as Estella and Paul Rudd as Moe Berg in the 2018 movie, 
“The Catcher was a Spy” directed by Ben Lewin. 
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Groups (10+) broadwayindetroitgroups@theambassadors.com   
(subject: Fiddler on the Roof)  |  OC - October 16 - 7:30PM 

OCTOBER 11-16
FISHER THEATRE

BroadwayInDetroit.com
800-982-2787 | Fisher Box Office

”AN ENTIRELY FRESH, 
FUNNY & GORGEOUS 
NEW PRODUCTION. 

 A REASON FOR CELEBRATION!”
– N E W  Y O R K  M A G A Z I N E

BASED ON SHOLEM ALEICHEM STORIES BY SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT OF ARNOLD PERL     BOOK BY JOSEPH STEIN   MUSIC BY JERRY BOCK   LYRICS BY SHELDON HARNICK     
ORIGINAL NEW YORK STAGE PRODUCTION DIRECTED AND CHOREOGRAPHED BY JEROME ROBBINS     ORIGINALLY PRODUCED ON THE NEW YORK STAGE BY HAROLD PRINCE

DIRECTED BY BARTLETT SHER   CHOREOGRAPHED BY HOFESH SHECHTER   INSPIRED BY THE WORK OF JEROME ROBBINS
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I do not want to jeopar-
dize her marriage by 
having an affair, but I do 
want a friendship with 
her. We talk on the phone 
two or three times a 
week, but she must call 
me from work to avoid 
arousing suspicion at 
home. I cannot call her 
house and ask her to 
have lunch with me or go 
to a movie. 

Is there any proper, 
non-threatening way I 
could have a close rela-
tionship with this woman 
without upsetting her 
family? Am I better off 
just leaving her alone? 
I’m afraid I will never 
meet anyone else whose 
company I  enjoy so 
much. Please give me 
some guidance. — A 
Smitten M.D. in N.C.

Dear N.C. Doc: Stop 
playing with dynamite 
before you blow up the 
woman’s marriage and 
your medical practice, 
as well. Surely there is 
a  s ing le  woman  in 
North  Carol ina  who 
would be an appropri-
a te  companion wi th 
romantic possibilities.

Let your friends know 
you are interested, and 
put yourself out there.

If you need an incen-
tive, think about how your 
life would be enriched 
with a couple of children. 
That should do it.

Dear Ann Landers:
Dear Ann Landers: I am 
engaged to a wonderful 
man who treats me like a 
queen, is considerate 

and thoughtful, and has 
excellent manners. He is 
hardworking and has 
been  there  for  me 
through thick and thin. 
“John” is 28, and I am 27. 
We have known each 
other for three years and 
have lived together for 
11 months.

My father has never 
given John a chance. 
Dad says it is because he 
didn’t ask for permission 
before our first date, 
which is a mighty lame 
excuse. I thought Dad 
would change his mind 
when John and I became 
officially engaged seven 
months ago, but it hasn’t 
happened. 

My father is zealous 
about  h i s  re l ig ious 
beliefs and said he will 
not attend our wedding 
because John is not “reli-
gious enough.” Also, Dad 
looks down on John 
because he has only a 
high school education 
and I have a college 
degree.  Dad says  a 
woman should never 
marry beneath herself 
“education wise.” 

Finally, John’s job is 
manual labor — he drives 
a moving truck.

Dad thinks when John 
gets older and can no 
longer do that sort of 
work, he will become 
dependent on me.

The truth is that John 
makes a lot of money 
working for an interna-
tional company, and his 
retirement plan is far 
superior to mine.

This situation hurts 
my mother and me, and 
it is hard to explain to 
John. My uncle will be 
walking me down the 
aisle.  I  have cried a 
bucket  of  tears over 
this,  and no one has 
been able to change 
Dad’s mind. Any ideas, 
Ann?  — Woodbridge, Va.  

Dear Virginia: Your 
father is mean-spirited and 
punitive. His reasoning is 
faulty, and his values are 
cockeyed. Ignore his stub-
bornness, and make plans 
without him.

I fear he is going to pay 
dearly for his dominating 
ways and heavy-handed-
ness. Have a wonderful 
wedding, dear, and be a 
beautiful, beaming bride.

A N N  L A N D E R S 
COPYRIGHT  2022 
CREATORS.COM.

to buy things for the 
house, pay the man his 
rent and start saving for 
another place to live.

If your boyfriend can 
contribute to that fund, 
he can move with you. If 
he’s unwilling or unable 
to do that, leave and 
find a roommate with 
w h o m  t o  s h a r e 
expenses. And be grate-
ful, very grateful, you 
haven’t married into 
this family and can 
escape with no entan-
glements. Move on —
the sooner, the better.

DEAR ABBY: I have 
been happily married 
for 22 years. We have 
three beautiful children. 
We laugh and love a lot.

For the past 10 years, 
I have been trying to 
keep a brave face when 
it comes to my mother-
in-law. She makes fun 

of my looks (and my 
mother ’s) often, and 
puts me down in front 
of my husband. I’m 
embarrassed, appalled, 
angry and sad all at the 
same time.

My husband has told 
me he talks to her about 
this, but nothing has 
changed. It has reached 
the point that I no longer 
want to be around her. 

Tonight at dinner, she 
grabbed my stomach 
and told me how fat I 
was. I adore my hus-
band so, while she has 
been cruel to me, I have 
remained kind to her. I 
recently told him I 
would begin speaking to 
her the way she speaks 
to me. Please help. —
HARD TO STAY KIND 
IN MARYLAND 

DEAR HARD: Stop 
expecting your husband 
to run interference for 
you. You both should 
have asserted yourselves 
with the old biddy years 

ago. The next time she 
pipes up with a criticism, 
tell her you don’t like her 
rudeness and will no lon-
ger tolerate it. The next 
time she grabs you or puts 
her hands on you, point 
out that what she’s doing 
is committing assault. 
Your husband should 
have put a stop to this 
when it started, by telling 
her to leave immediately. 
At the very least, he 
should back you up now.

The longer you con-
tinue to silently put up 
with her abuse, the lon-
ger it will continue.

Dear Abby is written 
by Abigail Van Buren, 
also known as Jeanne 
Ph i l l ips ,  and  was 
founded by her mother, 
Pauline Phillips. Contact 
Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. 
Box 69440, Los Angeles, 
CA 90069.

COPYRIGHT 2022 
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Moon Alert: Caution! 
Avoid shopping (except 
for food or gas) and big 
decisions after 7 a.m. 
EDT today (4 a.m. PDT) 
and for the rest of the 
day. The Moon is in Leo.

Happy Birthday for 
Thursday, Sept. 22, 2022:

You are intelligent, 
well  organized and 
multitalented. You are 
ski l led at  creat ing 
things, either physical 
structures or struc-
tures that involve peo-
ple. You understand 
how things work. This 
year is full of fresh 
beginnings. Be ready to 
entertain new direc-
tions and new ideas! 
Open any door!

ARIES
(March 21-April 19)

You will need more 
sleep in the next four 
weeks. In this same win-
dow of time, your focus 
on partners, ex-partners 
and close friends will be 
stronger. Fortunately, you 
will have more objectiv-
ity to see your role in 
these relationships. 
Tonight: Patience.

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)

You have a wonder-
ful opportunity to work 
to get better organized 
in the next four weeks. 
Admittedly, Mercury 
retrograde will create 
goofy mistakes and 
delays; nevertheless, 
you will make prog-
ress, especially if you 
focus on finishing old 
business. Tonight: Be 
kind.

GEMINI
(May 21-June 20)

Lucky you! Not only 
are you bursting with 
energy with fiery Mars 
in your sign for the 
rest of the year, for the 
next four weeks, you 
want to play, take a 
vacation and enjoy the 
good life! Many of you 
will  redecorate and 
entertain at home as 
well. Tonight: Listen.

CANCER
(June 21-July 22)

Your focus will be on 
home and family for the 
next four weeks. This is a 
time when relatives will 
visit. Family reunions 
might take place, and 
many of you are focusing 
more attention on a par-
ent. Fortunately, Venus 
makes your words sweet 
and charming. Tonight: Be 
careful.

LEO
(July 23-Aug. 22)

 The pace of your days 
will accelerate in the next 
four weeks because you 
have a busy schedule! 
Short trips, errands, 
appointments,  plus 
increased reading, writ-
ing and studying are just 
some reasons you will be 
on the go! It’s a good time 
to learn something new. 
Tonight: Don’t react.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

Your focus will shift to 
money, cash flow and 
earnings in the next four 
weeks. You’ll be thinking 
about your security. 
However, at a more basic 
level, what you are really 
concerned with is your 
values. Do you have the 
right values? What really 
matters in life? Tonight: 
Solitude.

LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

Lucky you! For the next 
four weeks, the Sun will 
be in your sign boosting 
your energy and giving 
you a chance to recharge 
your batteries for the rest 
of the year. It also will 
attract people and favor-
able situations to you. Oh 
yes, it’s your turn to howl! 
Tonight: Be forgiving.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

Your personal year is 
ending; however, your 
new year will not begin 
until your birthday. Use 
this interval in between 
to think about what you 
want for your new year 
ahead (birthday to birth-

day). How do you want 
your next year to be dif-
ferent? Tonight: Stay low.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

Your popularity will 
increase in the next four 
weeks, which is why you will 
enjoy increased involvement 
with groups, clubs and orga-
nizations, as well as interact-
ing more with personal 
friends. In particular, old 
friends are back in your life 
now. This is a good time to 
share your hopes with some-
one. Tonight: Avoid conflict.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

Once a year, the Sun is 
at the top of your chart 
shining down and casting 
you in a spotlight. That 
time has arrived. Because 
this spotlight is fl attering, 
bosses, parents and others 
will admire you, even if 
you don’t do anything spe-
cial. Use this to your 
advantage! Tonight: Think 
for yourself.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

In the next four weeks, 
you need to get outta 
Dodge. You want more 
freedom. You especially 
want a change of scen-
ery. Travel if you can. If 
not, then be an armchair 
traveler and explore the 
world through books and 
fi lm. Tonight: Cooperate.

PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20)

The next four weeks 
will be quite passionate, 
especially in intimate 
relationships. However, 
it will be an excellent 
time to wrap up old busi-
ness concerning shared 
property, inheritances, 
taxes, insurance dis-
putes and such. You will 
cut through this like a 
hot knife through butter. 
Tonight: Get organized.

BORN TODAY
Opera singer Andrea 

Bocelli (1958), actress 
Tatiana Maslany (1985), 
actress, singer Billie Piper 
(1982).
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by Steve Becker

Contract BridgeContract Bridge
WITH A LITTLE BIT OF LUCK

All important championships, 
whether local, regional, national or 
international, are played in a dupli-
cate format in order to reduce the 
element of luck that might otherwise 
determine their outcome. Neverthe-
less, the luck factor cannot be entirely 
eliminated.

For instance, the succession of 
opponents you meet might or might 
not play well against you, which cer-
tainly will have an impact on how you 
fare. Also, you (or your opponents) 
might get to excellent contracts that 

go down because of horrendous dis-
tribution or get to poor contracts that 
make because of very favorable dis-
tribution.

Consider this deal played in the 
Blue Ribbon Pairs many years ago by 
Dorothy Hayden and B. Jay Becker, 
former editor of this column. They 
reached three notrump on the bidding 
shown. Hayden’s three-notrump bid 
with the singleton king of clubs was 
certainly imaginative and was amply 
rewarded when she made the contract 
after West led a low club.

She won East’s queen with the king 
and ran six diamonds, subjecting 
West to severe pressure. He followed 
twice and was able to discard a heart 
and a spade comfortably, but then, in 
order to protect the king of spades, he 
was forced to discard two clubs.

Hayden next led a heart. West took 
the ace and cashed three clubs, but 
that was the end of the line as he was 
forced to lead from the K-8 of spades 
at the end.

You could call the hand a brilliant 
success — if you were so minded — 
but, all the same, there was a lot of 
luck attached to it. At another table, 
against similar bidding, West made 
the inspired lead of the ace of clubs 
against three notrump, and East-West 
collected the first seven tricks to put 
the contract down three!

Fortunately for Hayden and Becker, 
they were sitting at the right table.

©2022 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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Can You Find The 10 Differences

DEAR ABBY:
Continued from page 2C

Continued from page 2C

LANDERS:
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Garfield                                                                       Jim Davis
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Dilbert                                                                       Scott Adams

Blondie                                                                     Chris and Dean Young

Beetle Bailey                                                     Greg and Mort Walker

Flying McCoys           Glenn McCoyZiggy                          Tom Wilson

Over The Hedge                                               Michael Fry and T. Lewis

Wizard of Id        Created by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart. Currently by Mason Mastroianni

Carpe Diem                                                             Niklas Eriksson

Andy Capp                                                                 Reg Smythe 

© 2022 by Andrews McMeel Syndication 9/15 Solution

Complete the 
grid so every row, 
column and 3 x 3 
box contains 
every digit from 
1 to 9 inclusively.

Previous puzzle 
solution
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Family Circus                                        Bill and Jeff Keane

“They’re wrestlin’, not boxing. 
In boxing you’re not allowed to hug.” 

©2022 Bill Keane, Inc. 
Dist. by King Features Synd. 
www.familycircus.com

Universal Crossword

© 2022 by Andrews McMeel Universal 
www.upuzzles.com

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER

Edited by David Steinberg September 22 2022

9/15 Solution

Sees Through the Lies by Hanh Huynh9/22

ACROSS
 1 Prepares to 

hit a cue ball
 5 Instruct
10 Film snippet
14 Little pest
15 K-pop or 

bebop, e.g.
16 Greeting  

before 
“Como 
estas?”

17 “I’ll only say 
this ___ ...”

18 Belly button 
type

19 One of the 
“Pac-Man” 
ghosts

20 Brother from 
another 
mother,  
perhaps (in 
this answer, 
see letters 
4-7, minus 
letter 5)

23 Item in the 
Recycle Bin

24 “Say ___ to 
the Dress”

25 Goopy hair 
products

27 “Please stay!”
29 Pig in “Sing”
31 Venues 

where 
some play 
the Blues? 
(letters 9-13, 
minus 12)

35 Golfer’s try 
to break it

36 Deck with 
Wands and 
Pentacles

37 Animal on 
Michigan’s 
flag

38 More crafty
41 Free (of)
42 Mammoth 

features

 44 They’re read 
in tasseog-
raphy (letters 
1-5, minus 2)

 47 Felt yester-
day’s workout

 49 “I can’t 
believe  
‘Legally 
Blonde’ 
came out 
over 20 
years ago!”

 52 Certain 
browser 
(letters 6-13, 
minus 7)

 56 Name that 
means “sun” 
in Sanskrit

 57 Dev of 
“Slumdog 
Millionaire”

 58 “I” problems?
 60 Zoom  

founder Yuan
 61 Wonder 

Woman’s 
headpiece

 62 Grandma
 63 Dover’s 

state: Abbr.
 64 Eye  

problems
 65 Bipod  

feature
DOWN
  1 Many  

moons ___
  2 Overnight 

stop
  3 Equipment
  4 Sneakiness
  5 “Yay, the 

weekend!”
  6 Itty
  7 “Tomorrow” 

musical
  8 MTV show 

with tours 
of celebrity 
homes

  9 Stiletto, e.g.

 10 Like the 
game  
mah-jongg

 11 Theme park 
annoyances

 12 Kind
 13 Apple ___ 

(Venmo  
alternative)

 21 Toy that 
hurts to step 
on

 22 Famous lab 
assistant

 23 ___ point 
(center of 
activity)

 26 Piece of 
celery

 27 Tzatziki and 
hummus, 
e.g.

 28 Back to  
the Future 
Day mo.

 29 Certain pet 
rodent

 30 Inquires
 32 Urban of 

“The Boys”
 33 The “E” of 

HOMES

 34 A Jedi  
master he is

 39 Of a cultural 
group

 40 Mr. Fantastic’s 
first name

 42 Fill-in worker
 43 Major golf 

tournament
 45 Adds to the 

family
 46 Cellos’ 

neighbors
 47 In the know
 48 “Captain 

America:  
___ War”

 50 Like  
marijuana in 
some states

 51 One may 
provide aerial 
footage

 53 “It’s not your 
turn!”

 54 Stick around
 55 In this spot
 56 Corvette  

color in a 
Prince song

 59 Droop

9/22
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Reality Check          Dave Whamond Bizarro             Dan Piraro and Wayno

Hagar The Horrible                                      Dik Browne and Chris Browne

Crock                                                      Created by Bill Rechin and Brant Parker 

Crankshaft                                                           Tom Batiuk and Dan Davis

Wumo                                                Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler 

B.C.                                                     Johnny Hart and Mason Mastroianni 

Mother Goose and Grim                                               Mike Peters

F Minus                                                                               Tony Carrilo

©
 2022 by North America Syndicate, Inc. W

orld rights reserved.

Peanuts                                                                                                                                               Charles M. Schulz
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Close To Home                                       John McPherson

Marmaduke                                      Paul & Brad Anderson

“If I make a sound in the kitchen, 
Marmaduke will wake up.  We have 

no choice but to order takeout.”

“We’re hopelessly deadlocked, Your Honor, 
on the pizza we’re ordering for lunch. We 

haven’t even gotten to the case yet.”

The Lockhorns                     Bill Hoest, Bunny Hoest and John Reiner

“I  HOPE  YOU  GET  TO  PLAY  TODAY.”
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Knights Bounce Back
Liggett football shakes off fi rst loss 

with a blowout win  PAGE 2D
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Ever since last fall, the 
3-6 record from 2021 has 
been on the mind of the 
Grosse Pointe North 
football team. Improving 
upon that record was a 
must, and the Norsemen 
have already achieved 
that with more than half 
the season still to go. 

Following a 35-0 shut-
out win over Eastpointe 
in Week 3, the Norsemen 
collected another shut-
out performance and 
MAC Gold win last 
Friday on the road 
against Cousino. North 
used a strong fi rst half to 
build a lead for what was 
a gritty but uneventful 
second half. In the end, 
the Norsemen improved 
to 4-0 for the fi rst time 
since 2008 with an 18-0 
win over the Patriots. 

It looked as though 
North might have been 
in store for a rocky start 
on the road.  The 
Norsemen fumbled on 
their opening drive of the 
game, but the defense 
came up with its fi rst of a 
few key stops of the 

night. North forced the 
Patriots to punt and not 
allowing them to capital-
ize on the turnover. 

Once North got the 

ball back, the offense 
found itself having a 
much easier time. Jaden 
Holyfi eld found the end 
zone from six yards out 

for the fi rst score of the 
game,  putt ing the 
Norsemen up 6-0. Just 
before time was up in the 
first quarter, North 

scored one more time on 
a fourth down play when 
QB Ryan Henderson con-
nected with P.J. Sorce to 
make it a 12-0 lead after 
the fi rst 12 minutes. 

Henderson and Sorce 
made an even bigger 
play in the second quar-
ter for what ended up 
being the fi nal points of 
the game for either side. 
Henderson found Sorce 
on the sideline, with the 
senior receiver breaking 
free after the catch and 
fl ying downfi eld toward 
paydirt for a 90- yard 
touchdown. 

Leading 18-0 at the 
start of the second half, 
North’s defense stood 
strong. The offense 
slowed down and stalled 
at times, but the tough 
Norsemen defense pro-
tected the lead for two 
quarters. Cousino came 
close to getting on the 
scoreboard in the fourth 
quarter, but North senior 
Charlie Auld made an 
interception in the end 
zone to keep the shutout 
intact. 

“They’re playing phys-
ical and fast,” North 
coach Joe Drouin said 

after his defense com-
pleted a second consecu-
tive shutout. “We get 
some disappointing pen-
alties because of the 
physical i ty  of  our 
defense. But having them 
be so fast, they’re roll-
ing.”

Daniel Taylor led the 
defense with ten tackles 
including three tackles 
for a loss. On offense, 
Henderson was 8-14 
passing for 240 yards 
and two touchdowns. 
Source led the team in 
receiving with 195 yards 
on five catches while 
Holyfi eld passed the cen-
tury mark on the ground, 
rushing 25 times for 137 
yards. 

Improving to 4-0, the 
Norsemen are also tied 
with Lake Shore for the 
top spot in the MAC Gold 
Division after getting 
their second division win 
in as many games. North 
is also one of just four 
teams in the entire MAC 
to start 2022 at 4-0. 
Continuing MAC Gold 
play in Week 5, North is 
back in Warren on Friday 
night to take on Warren 
Woods-Tower (2-2). 

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

North blanks Cousino, stays undefeated

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

Norsemen QB Ryan Henderson rolls out of the pocket to look for a receiver 
downfi eld in North’s win over Cousino. Henderson fi nished the game with 240 
passing yards and two touchdowns. 

Football is, of course, 
a team game where 
everyone has to work 
together and do their job 
for the good of the 
whole. However, some 
teams can have an ace 
up their sleeve. That one 

player who can seem-
ingly do it all. A spark 
plug, or “weapon” some 
might even say. 

For the Grosse Pointe 
South Blue Devils, that 
player is senior running 
back Egan Sullivan. 

“I just try to be the 
best for my team no 
matter what,” Sullivan 

said. “Whatever they 
want me to do, I’m 
gonna do it and give it 
my all every time to 
make a play.”

Sullivan primarily 
plays out of the back-
fi eld and is a more than 
talented runner, but has 
also been making his 
mark catching passes 

throughout his high 
school career as well. In 
South’s win over Utica 
on Sept. 9, Sullivan led 
the Blue Devils in rush-
ing with 181 yards and 
in receiving with four 
catches for 67 yards, all 
while finding the end 
zone three total times. 

While Sullivan has 
gotten out to a strong 
start in his fi nal season 
at South, part of him 
feels grateful just to be 
back on the fi eld at all. 
Sullivan played in only 
three games in 2021 
before missing the 
majority of his junior 
season with a serious 
foot injury. Thanks to 
the motivation from his 
teammates and coach-
ing staff, South’s start-
ing running back is 
feeling 100 percent 
again.

“Coaches were texting 
me and the players to 
make sure I was doing 
physical therapy and 
staying in shape,” said 
Sullivan. “They were 
reminding me of the 
important role I play 
especially with my 
senior season coming 
up, which really moti-
vated me.”

That veteran leader-
ship that Sullivan dis-
plays on and off the fi eld 
has proved important 
not only for the whole 
team, but for Sullivan 
himself. Staying disci-
plined with physical 
therapy and getting 

back into game shape in 
practice was the key on 
Sullivan’s road to recov-
ery. 

South has plenty of 
veterans on the offen-
sive side of the ball, 
including Sullivan, but 
also is a relatively young 
team overall. With a 
fi rst-year head coach as 
well, Sullivan’s role as a 
senior leader is even 
more important if the 
Blue Devils want to 
achieve their goals for 
2022.

“We lost a lot of lead-
ership and knew we’d 
need a lot of guys to step 
up,” Sullivan said. “It 

was a rough start to the 
season with two open-
ing losses but we’re 
back on track after get-
ting a fi rst win. The goal 
is to keep winning in the 
MAC White and win the 
MAC White and beat 
North. We want to make 
a good playoff run and if 
we play like we did last 
week I think we’re in 
good shape.”

The win over Utica in 
Week 3 was certainly a 
huge momentum boost 
for South with Sullivan 
at the heart of it . 
Alongside him the entire 

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Athlete of the Week
ATH ETEATH ETE
OF THE WEEK

Egan SullivanEgan Sullivan
School: Grosse Pointe South
Sport: Football

Sponsored by Pointe Capital Management

PHOTO COURTESY OF BRIAN MCKENNA

South running back Egan Sullivan fi nds a burst of speed past a L’Anse Creuse 
defender during last Friday night’s win for the Blue Devils. Sullivan has rushed 
for fi ve touchdowns so far during his senior season. See ATHLETE, page 3D

Sullivan’s 2022 Stats
455 Rushing Yards

277 Receiving Yards
5 Rushing TDs

102 Kercheval Avenue, Suite 200 • Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236 • (313) 882-7100 • www.pointecapital.com 

A MODERN APPROACH TO TRADITIONAL INVESTING™

Chuck Huebner • Jim Carroll • Jeff Huebner • Liz Ottaway • Paul Huebner • Heather Williams • Susan Doughty
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The Grosse Pointe 
South football team’s 
attitude in the past two 
weeks has been to put 
this season’s 0-2 start in 
the rearview mirror. The 
Blue Devils got their fi rst 
win of the season in 
Week 3 in a key MAC 
White Division game 
against Utica, and fol-
lowed it up with another 
league win last Friday 
night. Faced with another 
road test in league play, 
South proved up to the 
task once again by 
defeating L’Anse Creuse 
45-21. 

South’s offense did not 
seem to have many 
issues in the win despite 
the absence of senior QB 
Anthony Benard. Junior 
backup Joey Michelotti 
stepped in for the start, 
but it was the ground 
game that carried the 
Blue Devils to the win. 

Running back Egan 
Sullivan scored his fi rst 
of two touchdowns early 
in the fi rst quarter with a 
68-yard rush to put South 
in front. L’Anse Creuse 
answered at the end of 
the opening frame to tie 
the game, but the Blue 
Devils built a two-score 

lead in the second quar-
ter with a Michelotti 
rushing touchdown and 
a fi eld goal by Christian 
Potts to lead 17-7 going 
into halftime. 

The Blue Devils contin-
ued their run of unan-
swered scores in the 
second half to build on 
the lead. Sullivan made a 
long run to the end zone 
again, this time from 59 
yards out, for the first 
touchdown of the third 
quarter. South’s special 
teams even made a 
splash as Vince Vachon 
returned a punt 62 yards 
to the end zone, extend-
ing the lead to 31-7. 

While Sullivan had a 
big day on the ground, he 
made his mark through 
the air to end the third 
quarter by connecting 
with Vachon for a touch-
down pass.  L’Anse 
Creuse had an early 
fourth quarter touch-
down, but South’s lead 
was  a lready wide 
enough. However, fol-
lowing the touchdown, 
Vachon dazzled the 
crowd again with his sec-
ond special teams touch-
down of the evening 
returning the kickoff all 
the way to the house. 

South managed to pull 
off the 24-point win 

despite being out-gained 
by L’Anse Creuse on 
offense. The Blue Devils 
defense managed to hold 
strong and forced two 
turnovers, one fumble 
and one interception. 

Michelotti threw the 
ball just eleven times and 
completed fi ve passes for 
73 yards while throwing 
o n e  i n t e r c e p t i o n . 
Sullivan once again led 
the Blue Devils on the 
ground with 189 yards 
on 17 rushes for two 
touchdowns, while being 
the team’s leading 
receiver and catching 
three balls for 64 yards. 

“We’ve defi nitely been 
building confidence,” 
South coach Chad 
Hepner said after his 
team secured a second 
win in a row. “The play-
ers weren’t down after 
those early losses…the 
vibe is better and guys 
feel more excited but 
there’s determination to 
get back because every 
week is a new challenge”

After back-to-back 
games on the road, South 
fi nally returns home this 
week for a battle between 
the two teams currently 
atop the MAC White, and 
will host Roseville under 
the lights Friday Night 
for their Week 5 matchup.

Blue Devils 
capture another 
MAC White win
By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Catholic League play 
did not get off to an ideal 
start back in Week 3 for 
the University Liggett 
football team when the 
Knights suffered their 
fi rst loss of the season to 
C a r d i n a l  M o o n e y. 
Saturday presented a 
chance at redemption 
and to get back in the 
win column. Liggett did 
just that, playing host to 
the Lakers from Our 
Lady of the Lakes and 
improving its record to 
3-1 with a 33-7 victory. 

Sa turday ’ s  game 
started a bit slow, with a 
scoreless first quarter. 
The highlight of the 
opening frame came 
when Liggett’s Jermaine 
Calloway intercepted a 
Lakers’ pass to set the 
Knights up in the end 
zone. Calloway’s inter-
ception ended up lead-
ing to the fi rst points of 
the game by setting up a 
Mac Katz field goal to 
put the Knights up 3-0 
early in the second quar-
ter. 

Things started to 
speed up after that, at 
least for the Knights. 
Later in the quarter, two 
big completions by QB 
Ryan Jones to Andrew 
Stalker put Liggett in 
position to score again, 
and this time the team 

found the end zone as 
Jones connected with 
his brother Jack Jones. 
One more Katz fi eld goal 
before the end of the 
hal f  extended the 
Knights’ lead to 13-0 at 
the break. 

The second hal f 
started out with a bang 
for Liggett. One the 
team’s first possession 
of the half, Ryan Jones 
completed a short swing 
pass to Jack Jones who 
took the ball over 80 
yards for a touchdown 
for the second scoring 
connection of the day 
between the brothers. 
The touchdown put 
Liggett in front 20-0, 
which remained the 
score going into the 
fourth quarter. 

In the fi nal frame, the 
fireworks continued. 
Jake Martin took a hand-
off 50 yards to the end 
zone to further build on 
the Knights’ lead. With 
the game already well in 
hand, freshman QB 
Solomon Spann saw 
some action for Liggett 
and made it a 33-point 
lead with a 13-yard run 
for his fi rst career touch-
down. 

The Lakers scored 
their first and only 
touchdown of the game 
in what many would call 
“garbage time” to put 
the fi nal score at 33-7. 

Jones  comple ted 

eleven passes for 252 
yards and two touch-
downs in a game that 
had plenty of offensive 
highl ights  for  the 
Knights. Martin led the 
squad in rushing with 
six carries for 85 yards 
while Jack Jones led the 
receivers, catching just 
three passes for 127 
yards. 

“The leaders they are 
on the team and what 
they bring to the pro-
gram allows us to be 
who we want to be as a 
program,” Liggett coach 
Matt Lapolla said about 
the Jones brothers. 
“They hold each other 
accountable and have 
the highest expectations 
for each other. It models 
what we want for our 
boys. Their athlteice 
ability and intellectual 
aspect they bring to the 
game, they’re able to see 
a lot of what the coaches 
see.”

Liggett’s defense also 
had an impressive day, 
nearly holding the 
Lakers scoreless. Zach 
Hill led the team in tack-
les with ten while Josh 
Pierce had six tackles, 
including three tackles 
for loss. 

Up next, the Knights 
face their first road 
game in Catholic League 
play on Friday night as 
they v is i t  Everest 
Collegiate. 

Knights 
rebound for 
33-7 victory
By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

PHOTO COURTESY OF BRIAN MCKENNA

Vince Vachon returned a kickoff and a punt both for touchdowns in the Blue 
Devils’ victory over L’Anse Creuse last Friday night. 

grossepointenews.com/athlete-of-the-week

ATH ETEATHLETE
OF THE WEEK

Do you know an outstanding high school athlete? 
Nominate them for Athlete of the Week and put 

them in the running for Athlete of the Year.
All weekly winners will be invited to the end of year Athlete of the Year 

Awards Gala – with top athletes winning scholarships!
Submit online at:

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL 
Week 5

Grosse Pointe North
@ 

Warren Woods-Tower
Friday • 7 p.m.

Woods-Tower High School

Grosse Pointe South
vs.

Roseville
Friday • 7 p.m.

GP South Football Field

University Liggett
@ 

Everest Collegiate
Friday • 7 p.m.

Everest Collegiate Academy
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On Saturday, I had the 
opportunity to be in Ann 
Arbor at the Big House to 
see  the  Michigan 
Wolverines take on 
UConn. As I watched the 
game from high up in the 
press box, my goal was to 
keep an eye out for a cou-
ple of Grosse Pointe 
natives who are now don-
ning the maize and blue 
every Saturday. 

Grosse Pointe South 
alumni Will Johnson and 
Joey Klunder, both fresh-
men, have had three 
chances now to take the 
fi eld with the Wolverines 
and live out the dreams 
that they have had for so 
long. Being able to see 
the proud tradition 
Grosse Pointe South’s 
football program contin-
ued with a historic col-
lege football team like 
the  Univers i ty  o f 
Michigan is something 
special to witness. 

As the Wolverines thor-
oughly beat up on the 
UConn Huskies in a 59-0 
win, Johnson saw the 
field for several plays. 
Though Johnson did not 
fi nd his way onto the stat 
sheet against UConn, he 
has made his mark a few 
times in the opening 
weeks of the season. He 
had two solo tackles in 
Michigan’s Week 2 win 
over Hawaii and assisted 
with a tackle in Week 1 in 
his college debut against 
Colorado State. 

Michigan’s first three 
games against non-con-
ference opponents were 
all easy wins. The real 
tests are coming in the 
next few weeks when the 
Wolverines get into Big 
Ten conference play. 
However, the early-sea-
son  schedu le  for 
Michigan helped get its 
young players like 
Johnson valuable college 
experience. According to 
his head coach, games 
like the one last Saturday 

gives players l ike 
Johnson the chance to 
fi ght and prove they can 
really play.

“Guys are scratching 
and clawing and fight-
ing,” Michigan coach Jim 
Harbaugh said after the 
Wolverines beat UConn. 
“There’s zero entitle-
ment…They’ll continue 
to do what they’ve been 
doing and move on every 
week.”

From what it seems, 
Johnson could have a 
strong career ahead of 
him representing Grosse 
Pointe on one of the big-
gest college football 
brands in the country. 
The Pointes are a com-
munity that loves its 
sports and loves to see its 
a t h l e t e s  s u c c e e d . 
Athletes like Johnson 
and Klunder, who get to 
play in the Big House 
while proudly represent-
ing Grosse Pointe, show 
that the traditions of 
sports in this community 
are still going strong. 

O U R  V I E W

Former Pointes 
athletes reach
the big stage
By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

The view from the Michigan Stadium press box as the Michigan Wolverines, 
including Grosse Pointe South alumni Will Johnson and Joey Klunder, take the 
fi eld before their game against UConn.

time, and for every game 
he’s been able to play 
the last couple seasons, 
has been the Blue 
Devils’ senior starting 
QB Anthony Benard. 
With both players taking 

pride in their experience 
and their willingness to 
lead,  Sul l ivan and 
Benard seem to be the 
combo that can lead 
South to the promised 
land this year. 

“We’re very close on 
and off the fi eld,” “If I 
see something, he’s 
going to get me the ball 

and put it in my hands 
when I need it. We’ve 
been starting on varsity 
since our sophomore 
year together and he 
gets me the ball at the 
right time.”

To nominate a future 
Athlete of the Week, visit 
grossepointenews.com/
athlete-of-the-week.

ATHLETE:
Continued from page 1D

PHOTO COURTESY OF BRIAN MCKENNA

Sullivan has led the Blue Devils in both receiving and rushing in the same game 
twice so far this season.
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This week, the Grosse Pointe News Sports
staff traveled throughout town to offer

readers a glimpse of all the intense action 
at North and South on the 

fi elds, courts, courses and pools.

Swim and dive teams from North and South 
sunk their respective competition last week. 
Grosse Pointe South added two more meet 
victories to their undefeated record, beating 
Lakeview on Sept. 13 by 120 points, 150-30.
The team then beat Fraser and Dakota last 
Thursday. South took all 12 swim and dive events 

against Lakeview last week, including 
breaststroke, pictured above.

Photos by Margot Murphy

South swimmers keep the atmosphere loose during 
warmups last week. 

South cruised to a 150-30 win over Lakeview Sept. 13.

urphy
North senior Maddie LoPorto took the top spot 

in diving last week against L’Anse Creuse.
Photo courtesy of Grosse Pointe North Girls Swim and Dive

Across town, Grosse Pointe North 
Swim and Dive beat L’Anse Creuse by a 
score of 135-45, winning all 12 events. 
The Norsemen fi nished 1-2-3 in the 50 

free, 100 butterfl y, 100 breast. 

Grosse Pointe South Varsity Field Hockey

Sophomore Scout Webber is the leading goal scorer 
with 2 goals so far this season.

Captain Meredith Tiderington is helping lead a
young team to a year of growth and experience.

Both photos courtesy of Rockford Sports

No. 4 singles Mikey Kornmeier rips a forehand
during his match vs. Grosse Pointe North.

Grosse Pointe North Varsity tennis player Kaiden 
DePascale races to the net for a short ball.

Grosse Pointe North & South faced off  last
week in a dual match, where South won
the hard-fought meet six matches to two.
Winners included Connor Staff ord, Corbin
Ifkovits, Sam White and Mikey Kornmeier
at Nos.1-4 singles and teams of Nugent/Lynch
and Guthat/Peabody in doubles. Three of the
matches went to three sets, making the dual
meet closer than the scores refl ected.

South Volleyball

South volleyball senior captain Mary Clare Hessburg 
serves during last Thursday’s match against Fraser.

Grosse Pointe South’s volleyball 
team traveled to Fraser last
Thursday for a MAC White Division 
showdown. In a back and forth 
match, the Blue Devils managed to 
fi ght their way to a 3-2 win in fi ve 
sets. “It was an ugly win, but we’ll 
take it,” South head coach Janeil 
DiVita put it simply.

The Blue Devils huddle up to celebrate a point over the Ramblers.
(Photos by Mike Adzima)

South’s Varsity Field Hockey team has a 
whole new lineup this season with only 
one returning starter. But according to 
head coach Jessie Rouleau, the team has 
big goals in mind. “Our team has great 
potential – they are very athletic and 
have great energy.”  Led by senior cap-
tains Meredith Tiderington and Natalie 
Coff ey, the team is looking forward to 
continued growth and experience to-
gether as a team this season, Rouleau 
added.

Photos courtesy of Renee Landuyt

SPORTS

North and South Swim and Dive

North and South Boys Varsity Tennis

The South and North fi eld hockey teams are holding a combined car wash fundraising event on
Saturday, Sept. 24 from 10am-4pm in the Grosse Pointe South High School parking lot.

All proceeds are going to benefi t St. Jude’s and the American Cancer Society.
The car wash event will run in advance of the “Stick it to cancer” game, which will be played Oct. 6.

Design by Mary Schlager
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The cross country teams from the Pointes 
have not disappointed when it comes to 
getting good results this season, and this 
past weekend was no exception. South’s girls 
cross country runners captured fifth place 
out of 21 teams at the Huron Invitational 
while the Norsemen girls team ran to an
impressive second place finish at Stoney 
Creek’s Autumn Classic.

 South’s Savannah Spangler was the team’s top 
finisher as the Blue Devils earned fifth place at 
the Huron Invitational. 

Photo courtesy of Steve Zaranek

Boys Cross Country

South’s boys cross country team (front row) captured the first place 
trophy at the Huron Invitational.

Photo courtesy of Mark Sonnenberg

To say that this past weekend was 
a success for boys cross country 
teams from the Pointes would be 
an understatement. Both the Blue 
Devils and Norsemen managed 
top-three finishes at their 
respective events, with South’s 
boys team finishing first place 
overall at the Huron Invitational. Norsemen runners Caleb Kosel, Alex Agius 

and David Rochon dash through the course 
at the Autumn Classic.

Photo courtesy of Diane Montgomery

North and South golfers gather after their match, including from left 
to right, Jacqueline Koerner (North), Lyla Hampton (South), Scarlett 
Flynn (North), Cate Hampton (South), Rita Shemmai (North), Tenley 
Stiyer (South), Morgan McIntyre (North), Charlotte Glasser (South).

South’s Tenley Stiyer has stepped up this season
to help the team when they have been caught
short-handed due to unexpected injuries and
illness. The work she has put in is really showing,
said Head Coach Shaun Hampton.

South golf photos courtesy of Robin Stiyer

Golf teams from North and South 
faced off at Lochmoor Club last 
week in a tri-meet that included 
MAC Red rival Port Huron 
Northern. The Blue Devils finished 
on top with a score of 195, edg-
ing out Port Huron by 11 strokes.  
North finished the round in third 
place with an overall score of 
281. Highlights include South’s 
sister duo Lyla and Cate Hampton 
shooting the low scores of the 
day, at 43 and 46 respectively.  
For North, Rita Shemmai scored 
the lowest round with a 54. Both 
North and South look forward to
continuing their strong seasons
with several upcoming matches.

South Soccer

South senior Blake Simonson receives a pass near the sideline during 
the Blue Devils’ 2-1 loss to Eisenhower on Monday.

Photo by Mike Adzima

North’s Emma Babcock races her way to an 
eleventh place finish at the Autumn Classic on 
Saturday.

Photo courtesy of Scott Cooper

Grosse Pointe South’s boys soccer team has not had perhaps the start 
to the 2022 season that it would want. After making it as far as the state 
semifinals in last year’s playoffs, South has had its struggles to begin this 
season. 

The Blue Devils did get a win over rivals Grosse Pointe North earlier in 
September. However, South hosted Eisenhower on Monday still in search 
of its first MAC Red Division win. 

South got out to an early lead Monday night when senior Lucas Frye
scored in the 12th minute to give the Blue Devils a 1-0 lead. The Eagles
would even the score at one goal apiece before halftime, leading to a
crucial final 40 minutes of play. With both teams fighting for the win, 
Eisenhower eventually pulled ahead to defeat South 2-1.

Sports

Girls Cross Country

North and South Girls Golf



GROSSE POINTE NEWS, SEPTEMBER 22, 2022

6D  |  SPORTS

D6

Hats off (and on) to the 2021-22 
GP News Athletes of the Year

As the Grosse Pointe 
News kicks off its new 
season featuring our 
Athlete of the Week 
(AOTW) starting with 
today’s issue, we asked 
our 2021-22 Athlete of 
the Year recipients to 
proudly strike a pose to 
celebrate this honor. 

Each winner received a 
$500 scholarship, a 
framed PDF of their 
AOTW feature story and 

a signature GP News 
trucker hat.   

Our winners include 
Grosse Pointe North’s 
Ella Maltby and Sophia 
Borowski, along with 
University Liggett’s Alex 
George, who each took 
home a Readers’ Choice 
award for female and 
male Athletes of the Year.

Grosse Pointe South’s 
Will Johnson and Olivia 
Yoo took top honors as 

the GP News Editors’ 
Choice for male and 
female Athlete of the 
Year.

We are grateful to cel-
ebrate such outstanding 
athletes like Ella, Alex, 
Will and Olivia. Be sure 
to send in your nomina-
tions for new AOTW can-
d i d a t e s  a t 
grossepointenews.com. 
More photos on Page 7D.

 — Meg Leonard

South’s Olivia Yoo is never too far from the pool as she now competes for the 
University of Pittsburgh Panthers’ swim and dive team.

University Liggett’s Alex George is now a Golden Gopher at the University of 
Minnesota with plans to study journalism.

South’s Will Johnson brought his football talents to the University of Michigan, 
where he now takes the fi eld in his winged helmet every Saturday for the 
Wolverines.

GROSSE POINTE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

The Board of Education of the Grosse Pointe Public School System (“Owner” or “School 
District”) will receive sealed Bid Proposals for:

ASBESTOS ABATEMENT AND LEAD PAINT REMEDIATION AT PARCELLS 
MIDDLE SCHOOL

Bid Proposals will be received by Amanda Matheson, Deputy Superintendent of the Grosse 
Pointe Public School System, at 20601 Morningside Dr., Grosse Pointe Woods, Michigan 
48236, on or before 2:00 p.m. (local time) on OCTOBER 18, 2022 (“Due Date”).  The Board 
of Education will not consider or accept a Bid Proposal received after the Due Date, the date 
and time specifi ed for Bid Proposal submission. Bid Proposals will be publicly opened and read 
aloud immediately following the Due Date at the same location. Due to COVID restrictions 
attendance is not required for the opening and will be restricted to (1) representative from each 
company. 

A mandatory Pre-Bid Proposal meeting will be held on the following date:
October 4, 2022 @ 4:00 p.m. at Parcells Middle School, located at 20600 Mack Ave.
Grosse Pointe Woods, 48236.  All persons attending the Pre-Bid will be required to meet at 
the Main Offi ce. 

Each Bid Proposal must be accompanied by a sworn and notarized statement disclosing any 
familial relationship that exists between the owner or any employee of the bidder and any 
member of the Board of Education or the Superintendent of the Grosse Pointe Public School 
System. The Board of Education will not accept a Bid Proposal that does not include this sworn 
and notarized disclosure statement.

Each Bid Proposal must also be accompanied by a sworn and notarized statement certifying that 
the Contractor is not an Iran Linked Business.  The Board of Education will not accept a Bid 
Proposal that does not include this sworn and notarized statement.

Each Bid Proposal must also be accompanied by a bid bond in the amount no less than fi ve 
percent (5%) of the total bid amount(s).

The Grosse Pointe Public School System’s Board of Education reserves the right to accept 
or reject any and all Bid Proposals, either in whole or in part, to waive any informalities or 
irregularities therein, or to award the contract to other than the contractor(s) submitting the best 
fi nancial Bid Proposal (low bidder), in its sole and absolute discretion.

Bid documents, including scopes of work, Drawing and Specifi cations will be made available 
after October 3, 2022, at Nova Environmental, Inc, 5300 Plymouth Rd. Ann Arbor, Michigan 
48105 and at the mandatory Pre-Bid Proposal meeting.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Adam Amin at (734) 930-0995 or 
email at aamin@nova-env.com.

GROSSE POINTE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM
Published: GPN, September 22, 2022

GROSSE POINTE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM
ADVERTISEMENT

The Board of Education of the Grosse Pointe Public School System (“Owner” or “School 
District”) will receive sealed Bid Proposals for:

PROJECT - SUMMER 2023 WORK PROGRAM – NORTH HIGH SCHOOL 
WALK-IN COOLER RENOVATION

Sealed Bid Proposals will be received by the School District electronically ONLY and must be 
submitted online via the Buildingconnected.com website by utilizing the link provided below 
(emailed or hand delivered Bids will not be accepted). Bids will be received on or before 
1:00 p.m. (local time) on October 6, 2022 (“Due Date”). The Board of Education will not 

Bid Proposal submission. Bid Proposals will be publicly opened and read aloud immediately 
following the Due Date via a Microsoft Teams meeting. You may attend the bid opening by 
using the following link: Click here to join the meeting or dial-in using 636-373-8636, 
Meeting ID: 258 089 963 370#

A Pre-Bid walk-thru will be held on the following date:
September 28, 2022 @ 2:00 p.m. at Grosse Pointe North High School, 707 Vernier Rd., 
Grosse Pointe Woods, 48236. All persons attending the Walk-thru will be required to meet 
at the parking lot located behind the School. This is an active School.

Each Bid Proposal must be accompanied by a sworn and notarized statement disclosing any 
familial relationship that exists between the owner or any employee of the bidder and any 
member of the Board of Education or the Superintendent of the Grosse Pointe Public School 
System. The Board of Education will not accept a Bid Proposal that does not include this 
sworn and notarized disclosure statement.

Each Bid Proposal must also be accompanied by a sworn and notarized statement certifying 
that the Contractor is not an Iran Linked Business. The Board of Education will not accept a 
Bid Proposal that does not include this sworn and notarized statement.

of the total bid amount(s).

reject any and all Bid Proposals, either in whole or in part, to waive any informalities or ir-
regularities therein, or to award the contract to other than the contractor(s) submitting the best 

-
cations will be made available Tuesday, September 22, 2022 at the following website: https://
app.buildingconnected.com/public/54f0e584a238df0800778ee6 (Search for Grosse Pointe 
Summer 2023 Work Program – Grosse Pointe North Walk- in Coolers).

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Nick Kuelske at (313) 596-0520 or 
email at nkuelske@tcco.com, and Kim Pease at (419) 392-1082 or email at kpease@tcco.com.

GROSSE POINTE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM
Published: GPN, September 22, 2022
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North’s Ella Maltby has gone on to play lacrosse and fi eld hockey at Concordia 
University in Wisconsin.

Sophia Borowski is beginning her senior year at North and playing her fi nal 
high school seasons in fi eld hockey, basketball and softball.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

DEADLINES
Please call for holiday deadline
dates and times, subject to change.

PRICING
Prepayment is required.
We accept credit cards, cash 
and check.

FREQUENCY DISCOUNTS
Given for multi-week scheduled
advertising, with prepayment or 
credit approval. Call for rates or for 
more information. Phone lines can 
be busy on Monday and Tuesday.
Please call early.

WORD ADS:
12 - 25 words for $25.35;
additional words are 30¢ each.
Abbreviations are not accepted.
BORDER ADS STARTING AT:AA
$26.00 per column inch

CLASSIFYING
AND CENSORSHIP
We reserve the right to classify
each ad under its appropriate 
heading. The publisher reserves 
the right to edit or reject ad copy 
submitted for publication.

CORRECTIONS
AND ADJUSTMENTS
Responsibility for classified 
advertising errors is limited to either  
a cancellation of the charge or a  
re-run of the portion of the error.
Notification must be given in time for  
the correction in the following issue. 
We assume no responsibility for the
same after the first insertion.

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M.
CLASSIFIED WORD ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M.

PHONE: 313-882-6900 EXT. 1 WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COMFAX: 313-882-1585

Sell yyyyooouuuurr Art, AAnnttiiiiiiiiiiiiiqqqqqqqqqqqqqqquuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuueeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesssssssssssssssss,,,,,,,,,,,, FFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFuuuurrrrrnnniiiitttttttttuuuuuuuuuuuurrrrrrrrrrrrrrreeeeee,,, 
ettttccc.. iiiinnnn ooouuurr nnnew seeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeecccccccccccccccccctttttttttttttttttttttiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiooooooooooooooooooooonnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn  fffffffffffffffffffeeaatttuuuurrriiinnnnnnnnngggggggggggggg 
trrrreaassssuuureesssss and vvinntttttttttttttttttaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaggggggggggggeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiittttttttttttttttteeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeemmmmmmmmmmmmmmmsssssssss  
fffrommm hheree iiinnn thhhhheeee looooooooooooooooccccccccccccaall  aaaaaaaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrreeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaannnnnnnnnnnnnnnddd 
aaroouuuunndd the regggggion.

Special Pricin
plus fre
photo

$20$
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SAM
PLE

 
114 MUSIC EDUCATION

Guitar, Bass, Uke
Lessons

In Your Home,
Mine Or Online.

All levels,
ages, styles.

Extensive private
and University

teaching
experience.

Check out my
website: www.

peterhennes.com
(847)732-0894

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

FULL and PART
Time Cashier

positions available,
Flexible hours,

Bonus and
Paid Vacation

for full time
employees.

Apply in person:
BP Station,

17800 Mack Ave,
Grosse Pointe
(Corner of Mack

and Rivard)
or call Todd at
(313)886-3134
to schedule an

interview.
Come ask our

employees what a
great place
to work it is!

207 HELP WANTED SALES

Gigi@
capriciousgp.com

300 SITUATIONS WANTED
BABYSITTERS

302 CAREGIVER

302 CAREGIVER

312 ORGANIZING

312 ORGANIZING

Work For You
To place an ad call:

(313)882-6900 x1TO PLACE AN AD
CALL 313-882-6900 ext 1

Yard & 
Estate Sale 

Map

1. 576 Notre Dame St, GP
2. Mapleton Road, GPF
3. 463 McKinley, GPF
4. 705 Rivard,GP

5. 1418 Devonshire, GPP
6. 312 Rivard, GPC
7. 4564 Hereford, Detroit
8 506 Lakepointe, GPP

THIS WEEK

= ESTATE SALE= YARD SALE

6

7777777
8

1

7

5

4

3

2
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Directory of ServiceS
Some classifications are not required by law to be licensed. Please check with the proper state agency to verify license.

700 APTS/FLATS/DUPLEX
POINTES/HARPER WOODS

768 NEFF
2 bedroom, 1 bath
upper, hardwood

floors throughout, all
appliances, garage,
walk to Village, no
pets, immediate

occupancy, $1,100.
Contact Matt for

more information.
(313)855-5471

Property For Rent

406 ESTATE SALES

Cynthia Kmetz Campbell

September 23rd, 24th, 9:00am -3:00pm
Moving Sale

Furniture: House of Denmark sofa, loveseat, 
3 piece wall unit, queen bed, armorer and 
dresser ,  full sofa bed, twin bed, indoor 
patio set, rack of talbots clothing size large, 
American girl doll collection, playmobile 
doll house, large Brio Thomas the train 
collection, Garage: Compressor, generator, 
snowblower, lawnmower

506 Lakepointe
Grosse Pointe Park

Street numbers accepted on Friday at 8:30AM.
View full details at EstateSales.net

092222

(2nd house off Windmill Pointe)

406 ESTATE SALES

PRESIDENT CONSTRUCTION COMPANY PHASE 1
SEPT. 22, 23, 24 & 25, 2022 THURS TO SUNDAY
Thurs - 9:00-6pm Fri. & Sat. 9:30-5:30pm Sun 10-4pm
Sale In Cornerstone Village Detroit Behind Ray Lathem Chevy
4564 HEREFORD, DETROIT, MI 48224 3 Blocks South of Mack.
2nd Sale in October 2022 due to consolidation 

move of Grosse Pointe Park Residence.

CONTACT MICHAEL HARTT 313-885-5600
NOW HIRING ESTATE SALES ASSOCIATES

www.harttestatesales.com | 313-885-5600

FULL HOUSEHOLD CONTENTS AS FOLLOWS: 1998 CHRYSLER 
DODGE RAM CAP PICKUP TRUCK RUNNING WITH 90K MILES. 3 
PC. ANTIQUE BEDROOM SUITE, SOFAS STIEFFEL LAMPS, VINTAGE 
LAMPS, 4 FLAT SCREEN TV’S, SOFA DROP LEAF TABLES, POANG 
BENT WOOD PAIR CHAIRS, 1900 TIGER OAK DRESSERS, LARGE 
SELECTION VINTAGE ELECTRONICS, SPEAKER SETS, 3 TURNTABLES, 
VINTAGE CAMERA COLL, 100’S RECORD ALBUMS, 45’S & DVD’S, 
WATERFORD, DINNERWARE, GLASSWARE, KITCHEN APPLIANCES, 
STOVE, 8 VACUUMS, STEAMER TRUNK, POWER TOOLS & MACHINES, 
TOOLBOXES, LOTS OF HARDWARE. TOO MUCH TO LIST AS HOUSE AND 
GARAGE IS JAMMED WITH CONTENTS! SEE LISTED PHOTOS AT THIS LINK.
ESTATESALES.NET/MI/DETROIT/48224/3406773

400 ANTIQUES /
COLLECTIBLES

C's CARDS &
COLLECTIBLES

Looking for cards
before  the 1970's.

BASEBALL &
ALL SPORTS CARDS.

Ask for Jay
(313)469-1551

Detroit & Cleveland
Navigation

Company stock
certificates
$10 each.

Detroit Steel
Company stock

certificates
$10 each.
I have lots
of others.

(734)672-6331
leave message

409 GARAGE / YARD /
RUMMAGE SALE

FALL FAB YARD
SALE

312 Rivard GPC
Fri & Sat - Sept.

23/24
 9-2 both days

NWT sandals and
jewelry. Designer
clothing XS-XL.

Vintage ties. Hand
made mens &
Womens Belts.
Dishes, pottery,
large high-end
painted Bunny
mirror. Queen

designer headboard
and bedframe.

Queen bedding.
Down Comforter &

sheets. NWT
clothing & NIB

shoes & boots all
sizes from online

boutique. Lots of XL
mens clothing.
Kitchenware.
3 bicycles.

Silver. Christmas
items and lots of

rugs.

409 GARAGE / YARD /
RUMMAGE SALE
GIANT

RUMMAGE SALE
Grosse Pointe

United Methodist
Church,

September 30
& October 1,

9:00am to 1:00pm
Clothing, house-
wares, furniture,

books, electronics,
holiday items, toys,

linens, sporting
goods, collectibles

and more!
No admission fee,

but shoppers
encouraged to bring
a canned good for

donation to the
Immanuel United
Methodist Church

pantry.

409 GARAGE / YARD /
RUMMAGE SALE

UNBELIEVABLE
Garage Sale

Fri/Sat 9 am until
it’s gone!

Mapleton Road, GPF
48236

Treasures: Harley-
Davidson Dyna

Glide Switchback,
copper ship

masthead from
1800’s, ladies St.

John wardrobe, an-
tique Christmas
décor including
complete/boxed

Dickens Village, lots
of vintage and retro

furniture. Coffee
and donuts
provided!

MULTI Family
Garage Sale.

576 Notre Dame St,
Grosse Pointe. 10- 5
Thursday Septem-
ber 29/ Saturday

October 1st.
Photo Equipment,

Baby Clothes,
52 inch flat screens,

women's clothes

409 GARAGE / YARD /
RUMMAGE SALE

705 Rivard,
Saturday 9-3pm &
Sunday 10-2pm.

Huge garage sale,
tons of everything!

Very reasonable pri-
cing. Loads of cloth-
ing, including brand

names, women's
XS-M, men's M-L,

shoes, boots, outer-
wear, women's

trendy winter coats,
bedding, decorative
pillows, household,
books, Longaberger

baskets, power
tools, table saw,

yard tools and cart,
kid's playhouse,

slide, toys, car-top
basket with rack and

accessories, light
fixtures, Ball can-

ning jars, Vera Brad-
ley, twin box spring,
DVD, blue-ray and
PS games, kitchen
table and chairs,

holiday, ski helmets
and goggles, vin-
tage cross country
skies and poles,
specialized ATB

pink and green de-
pression glass, Mi-

kasa dish set, exten-
sion ladders, vin-

tage trunks, vintage
bar stools, original
oak lazy boy, fire
place tools and

screens, like new
double European
touring canoe and
accessories, and

tons more!

409 GARAGE / YARD /
RUMMAGE SALE

GARAGE SALE
Friday & Saturday,
Sept 23 & 24, 9-3.
Garden, seasonal,
holiday & decorat-
ing décor, house-
hold, collectibles,
crystal, puzzles, &

more! 463 McKinley.
GP Farms

YARD SALE
1418 Devonshire

Grosse Pointe Park.
Friday & Saturday
9am-4pm. House-
hold, books, office,
women's, missy,

young men's cloth-
ing, electronics,

tools, collectibles,
costume jewelry.
MULTI-FAMILY
CASH ONLY!

415 WANTED TO BUY

SELL ME YOUR
VINYL RECORDS
We buy LP's, 45's

No collection
too large.

We come to you!
RIPE RECORDS

Call (313)469-7479

600 CARS

DODGE Charger
2006 with 229K

Miles - $750 Cash
Firm. Engine strong

but needs both
lower ball joints,

front/rear
upper/lower control
arms (roughly $3k
repairs Belle Tire

Estimate) + 4 tires.
Call 313-300-2675

b4 5pm.

600 CARS
NOTICE-

Auction of
impounded/aban-
doned vehicles.

Pursuant to PA104,
an auction will be

held September 28,
2022 10AM at
17501 Mack

Avenue Detroit MI
48224. Vehicles

available:

1999 Ford
1FTRX07W9XKB72636

2001 Pontiac
1G2NF52T01M585900

2007 Buick
3G5DA03L77S502728

2020 Coleman
LWGPCGLCXLA138180

2003 Volvo
YV1RH59H232254916

2008 Dodge
1B3HB48B38D509550

2006 Chevrolet
2G1WT58N769331292

2008 Chevrolet
2G1WB58K989229276

2006 Tomberlin
LEEPJPC356B002548

2009 Chevrolet
2G1WT57K491107326

1997 Chrysler
2C3HD56F3VH542491

The above vehicles
can be viewed

½ hour prior to auc-
tion. Payments:
cash or certified

check only. Vehicles
listed may be

pulled/released pri-
or to auction by
Grosse Pointe
Farms Police.

Classifieds: 313-882-6900 x 1

Buy! $ell! Hire! Fast! Call now...

DON’T FORGET-
Call your ads in EARLY!

Classified
Advertising

(313)882-6900 x1

Everyone

the
Classifieds!

classifieds
313-882-6900

911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK

 

 

  

 

 

313-886-8088

Masonary Restoration
 Chimneys - Porches
 Brick Walls - Steps

 Tuck Pointing - Patios

 

Masonary Restoration
Chimneys - Porches
Brick Walls - Steps

Tuck Pointing - Patios

313-886-8088

586-443-3999
•Tuckpointing

•Chimney Repair
•Porch Repair

Rebuild
•PowerWashing

•Caulking
•Door Sills
•Dampers

•Masonry Sealants
20% off

Chimney Work
"Rebuilding

Metro Detroit
Brick by Brick"
Homemasonry
solutions.com

•Chimneys
•Porches
•Concrete

•Steps
•Stonework

•Tuckpointing
•Patios

•Fireplaces
•Brick Work
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

 Debris Removal
•Clean Outs

•Hauling Unwanted
Items

•Dumpsters
Available
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

DUMPSTERS
AVAILABLE

•Clean outs
•Basement/

  Garage Cleanout
•Debris Removal

 (313)408-1166

929 DRYWALL / PLASTERING

936 FLOOR SANDING /
REFINISHING

FLOOR
laying, sanding
and refinishing.
Free estimates.

Terry Yerke
(586)823-7753

939 GENERAL SERVICES

WINDOW
CLEANING

Gutters • Leaves
Tom Micoli

(313)656-9402

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

DAVE's
Tree & Shrub

Tree Removal/
Trimming

Stump Grinding
25% Winter
Discounts

Free Estimates
20 years

Senior Discounts
FIREWOOD

SAFE
SOCIAL DISTANCING

(586)216-0904

DOMINIC’s
Stump Grinding.

Backyards
no problem.
Stumps only,

no trees.
Insured.

Since 1972.
(586)445-0225

•Specializing
in sod replacement

and seeding/
renovation work.
•365ss Kentucky

Bluegrass and Black
Beauty Tall Fescue

Since 1964
www.sodfarm.com

(734)941-9595

Weeds n Needs
Services For

Aging Citizens
Summer Time

Planting & Mulch
Now

Meticulous Work
Guaranteed

All the Pointes
(313)802-8768

944 GUTTERS

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
Temper Aluminum

Gutter Covers
Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

945 HANDYMAN

A affordable price.
Mike handyman.

Electrical, plumbing,
carpentry, hard-
wood flooring,

ceramic, marble,
painting. Roofs,

bathrooms,
basements,

kitchens, decks.
Code violations.
Small or big jobs.
(313)237-7607
(586)215-4388
(810)908-4888

Native
Grosse Pointer

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Service

Electrical - Plumbing

HANDYMAN
specializing in

Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning,

Electrical
and miscellaneous

odd jobs.
Lifetime career

experience,
reference available.
Call Douglas Kehrer

at
586-292-5971

945 HANDYMAN

We're your "TO DO"
list handymen!

Let us help you with
any plumbing,

electrical,
carpentry and
much more.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
 (313)408-1166

947 HEATING & COOLING
REPAIR

STEAM &
Hot Water Boiler

Specialist
Giroux Heating &

Cooling
313.822.9685
girouxhvac@
yahoo.com

948 INSULATION

A quiet home is a
relaxing home!

Blown in Cellulose
Insulation is GREEN,

cost and energy
efficient. Red Baron
Enterprises, LLC can
insulate your home.

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Custom Paint - Plaster
Repair & Restoration

FREE CONSULT

313-886-8088
HANDYMAN SERVICES

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Custom Paint - Plaster
Repair & Restoration

FREE CONSULT

313-886-8088
HANDYMAN SERVICES

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Custom Paint - Plaster
Repair & Restoration

FREE CONSULT

313-886-8088
HANDYMAN SERVICES
JOHN’S PAINTING
Interior/Exterior

Repairing:
Damaged plaster,
 drywall, cracks,

windows
puttying, caulking.
Fire/Water damage

 insurance work.
 All work

guaranteed
 G. P. References
 License/Insured
Free estimates
Senior Discount
(313)882-5038

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

Painting Services
Interior & Exterior

Floors
Drywall
Plaster

Restoration
Wood Finishing

+ Staining
+ much more!

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

PAINTING
WITH PRIDE
John & Amy

25 years
 experience,

interior/ exterior,
faux finish,

plaster/ drywall
repair,

wallpaper
hanging/ removal.

 Extremely
Inexpensive
Fully Insured

(248)978-1940

957 PLUMBING
& INSTALLATION

Plumbing
Diagnosis

Installation
Repair

Hot Water Tanks
Snaking

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

960 ROOFING SERVICES

NEW INSTALLATION
Roofs, Gutters

Repairs
Siding

Financing Available!
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

Residential
Commecial

ROOFING EXPERTS
Lifetime Warranty

on Shingles
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

960 ROOFING SERVICES

RR CODDENS
Family since 1924

(313)886-5565
(313)550-6602

Licensed•Builder•Insured

Re-Roofs ~ Tear Offs
Flat Roofs

Chimney Repair

981 WINDOW WASHING 981 WINDOW WASHING

FAMOUS
Maintenance

Licensed & insured
since 1943.

Gutter cleaning/
power washing.
(313)884-4300

Subscribing is easy.
Call 313.343.5578

or visit grossepointenews.com

It’s what’s most important to you,
to your kids, to your family.

It’s easy to stay on top of what is
happening around you with the

$4450 Annual subscription, 
delivered weekly with 
24/7 online access

Your Neighborhood
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