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Complete news coverage of all the Pointes

BoE hires
outside counsel

By Ted O’Neil The final tally put
Staff Writer Collins & Blaha, based in

Farmington Hills, on top.
THE GROSSE POINTES The firm has specialized

— A two-month process
came to a close as the
Grosse Pointe Public
School System Board of
Education voted to hire
independent legal coun-
sel at its meeting
Monday, Feb. 27.
Discussion on the mat-
ter began at the board’s
organizational meeting
Jan. 4, when Treasurer
Sean Cotton introduced
a motion to pursue out-
side counsel with whom
the board could consult
independent of the two
law firms currently rep-
resenting the district.
Cotton is the owner of
the Grosse Pointe News.

in school law more than
40 years and represents
several school districts,
charter public schools
and community colleges
in areas such as teacher
tenure, special education
issues and student rights.

During a contentious
board discussion, two
motions — one to delay a
vote until March and
another to restrict use of
the new firm only in mat-
ters involving conflict of
interest — failed by 4-2
votes. Both of those saw
Trustees Valarie St. John
and Colleen Worden vot-

See COUNSEL, page 8A

Henry Ford ENT is
first back after fire

Medical center
to fully reopen

later this year

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE
FARMS — Although its
Kercheval entrance re-
mains closed for ongoing
construction, portions of
what formerly was known
as Pierson Clinic — re-
named last year as the
south building of Henry
Ford Medical Center—
Grosse Pointe — are be-
ginning to reopen follow-
ing a fire on the third-floor
decks in August 2021,
which caused smoke and
water damage throughout
the building.

The ear, nose and
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throat specialist on the
third floor is the first spe-
cialty to return and is
accessible to patients via
the third-story skywalk
connected to the parking
structure, with a tempo-
rary wall separating the
office from the construc-
tion zone.

Although updated with
new finishes, the ENT
office space largely was
built back the way it was,
allowing for its return
process to be accelerated
compared to other clinic
spaces in the building that
are being redesigned.

“We have one specialty
that’s back,” said Matt
Mastay, director of
regional ambulatory
operations and manager

See ENT, page 5A

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

Ice took down a large branch in the 600 block of Lakeshore and when the branch fell on the ground, the ice
shattered like broken glass.

Ice storm pulls power move on Pointes

By Laurel Kraus,
Brad Lindberg
and Ted O’Neil
Staff Writers

THE GROSSE POINTES
— With local radio sta-
tions preemptively warn-
ing travel would be “near-
ly impossible” during last
Wednesday’s ice storm,
the end result was more
than 2,600 downed power
lines left in its wake,
which contributed to out-
ages scattered through-
out the Pointes.

A half inch of ice accu-
mulation can add 500
pounds to the span of a
power line, according to
DTE Energy. In a storm
update, the organization
compared the weight to
that of a baby grand
piano.

As of press time, scat-
tered small groups of
homes throughout the
Pointes still were waiting
on restored power, as
more winter weather
rolled into town.

Perhaps the hardest hit
among the five cities was
Grosse Pointe Farms. By
Friday morning, signifi-
cant portions of the city
were without power.

DTE Energy workers make repairs along Grosse Pointe Boulevard.

More than 1,000 homes
from Mack to
Lakeshore between
Kerby and Moross, as
well as spanning Mack to
Charlevoix between
Kerby and McMillan —
were without power as a
result of the initial storm,
while an additional
approximately 800 run-
ning along McMillan to
Grosse Pointe Boulevard
lost power Thursday
night, likely as a result of
35 to 45 mph winds bat-
tering the icy trees and
lines.

Because of the
February temperatures
and specifically with con-

cern for the elderly popu-
lation, City Manager
Shane Reeside said, the
Pier Park community
building was offered as a
makeshift warming cen-
ter, where residents were
invited to warm up, have
a cup of coffee and
charge their electronics.

“We’ve had a couple
senior citizens who really
have appreciated it,” he
said, “and we had some-
body who had a meeting
on the other side of the
state today that he
couldn’t attend and he
actually was on his lap-
top and was in a Zoom
meeting, so it’s also there

to conduct business
because they don’t have
power or internet at their
home.”

While the city was pre-
pared to keep the warm-
ing center open through
the night Thursday, it
closed around 10 p.m. as
all residents had left by
then. The community
building reopened from 8
a.m. to 9 p.m. Friday, and
remained an option
through the weekend, as
power was not restored
to a large number of resi-
dents until late Sunday
evening.

See STORM, page 2A

Chickens a no-go in Woods

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE WOODS — A
proposal to allow residents to
own a limited number of chick-
ens for obtaining eggs ultimately
wasn’t everything it was cracked
up to be.

After an hour of presenta-
tions, discussion and public
comment, city council decided

not to pursue the issue further
at its meeting Monday, Feb. 27.

Councilman Michael Koester
suggested the city’s planning
consultant draft a model ordi-
nance to consider before voting
on the matter, but a straw poll
showed a majority of the council
would not support the measure.

“I don’t support this and
would rather not spend the
money drafting an ordinance if

it’s going to fail,” Councilman
Thomas Vaughn said. “That can
get expensive.”

Mayor Art Bryant, along with
council members Angela Coletti
Brown, Kenn Gafa and Vicki
Granger concurred.

Councilman Todd McConaghy
said he would have supported
the model ordinance, but agreed
it wasn’t worth pursuing if it
was going to be defeated.

Granger said council received
numerous emails and telephone
calls from residents not in favor

of the idea.

“Doing some research, I found
that very few veterinarians
know how to treat chickens,”
she said. “And while they can
lay eggs for about three years,
they can live 16 years. What do
people do with them when they
can’t lay eggs any longer?”

The idea was presented by
Paul Lechner, who also is chair-
man of the city’s tree commis-
sion, at the first council meeting

See CHICKENS, page 3A
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Sheriff seeks recruits, pledges cooperation

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK
— The county’s top law
enforcement official
pulled in for recruits last
month during a city coun-
cil meeting.

“Recruiting and reten-
tion is very important in
law enforcement,”
Wayne County Sheriff
Raphael Washington told
the council Feb. 13.
“We’re all struggling in
law enforcement with
recruiting and retention.”

Washington and mem-
bers of his administra-
tion appeared at the
invitation of Mayor
Michele Hodges.

“Partnerships are what
enable communities to
get stuff done,” Hodges
said. “We reached out to
many of our partners at

an elected level and else-
where so we can discuss
how we work effectively
together.”

“We’re doing every-
thing we can to (assure)
our 43 cities and town-
ships of Wayne County
that we’re there to help
them at the Wayne
County Sheriff’s Office,”
Washington said.

“It is important that we
are working together,”
Hodges said. “The pri-
mary purpose of govern-
ment is to protect the
health, safety and wel-
fare of people and their
property. We’re commit-
ted to that.”

Recruits

Washington said
improving department
morale was among his
top goals when named to
replace former Sheriff

Benny Napoleon, a China
COVID virus victim, in
2021, and winning a first
term in office in the
November 2022 election.
“Morale in our agency
is very important,”
Washington said. “It’s
important for people
we’re trying to recruit.
We’ve got old jails and
old buildings, but we’re
getting ready to move
into a new jail and crimi-
nal justice complex. Our
staff will feel good about
being in a new place.”
“Everybody’s having
trouble recruiting, not
just in law enforcement,”
added Deputy David
Felton of the department
recruiting office.
“Research shows every-
body’s having problems
recruiting. We are here to
offer an opportunity for a
career, not just a job. It’s

a wonderful experience.”

“We are hiring no less
than 100 deputies this
year,” recruiting Deputy
Mark Diaz said.

He said the drive comes
during a time of turnover
of officers due, in part, to
retirements.

“It sparks the need for
us to hire and do what we
can to retain,” Diaz said.

Efforts to make the job
more appealing include
improving wages, bene-
fits and working condi-
tions.

“(Labor) negotiations
are happening as we
speak,” Diaz said.
“Things are moving in a
great direction.”

“We think we’re going
to be able to do some
heavy-duty recruiting
and be competitive with
the sheriff’s agencies in
Macomb and Washtenaw

counties and the Detroit
Police Department, our
main competitors,”
Washington said. “Trying
to get young people
involved in that is a chal-
lenge, but we’re doing
the best we can.”

Partners
Washington and the
deputies endorsed

Hodges’ spirit of coop-
eration.

“The mayor talked
about how you can help
us,” Washington told the
council. “We’re here to
help you. We’re strong
together in law enforce-
ment. We work together
and can get it done
tougher.”

Paul Martinelli, a
reserve sheriff’s deputy
and Farms resident,
said, “I worked with
Sheriff Napoleon for

about eight years and
now with Sheriff
Washington. It’s been an
honor. We help out a lot
when the sheriff’s
department asks. We
help anywhere
parades, traffic control.
I’'m proud to do it. We
want to grow a relation-
ship between the sher-
iff’s department and the
Grosse Pointes.”

“We have a robust
reserve unit, as Paul is
here to attest,”
Washington said. “Let us
know you need help and
I promise you we will be
there to help you with
whatever you need as it
relates to additional
enforcement and things
you want to do to serve
the citizens in your com-
munity.”

See RECRUITS, page 3A

STORM:

Continued from page 1A

Four-way stops along
Cadieux while traveling
into the City of Grosse
Pointe Thursday morn-
ing were evidence of
around 700 homes with-
out power from Mack to
Maumee Dbetween
Cadieux and University.

While the majority of
The Village remained in
business, the CVS block
lost power, as did the
City’s public safety build-
ing on Mack and city hall
complex on Maumee.

“Everything stayed in
operation with the help
of generators,” City
Manager Pete Dame
reported via email. “City
hall was connected to a
portable generator that
kept the basics going
with about half the com-
puters connected and no
lights. Court held session
(Thursday) morning but
with no lights except in
the chambers.”

Power returned
Thursday night for the
public safety building
and city hall complex.
The vast majority of the
City was restored by
Friday afternoon.

In the Park as well,
rather than the usual sus-
pects — fallen trees and
limbs — ice was the cul-
prit.

“I think it was ice on
the lines because the
backyards were all
trimmed,” said Tom
Jenny, Park public works
supervisor, referring to
summer rear-yard tree
trimming and power line
clearance efforts in the
Park. “We had a combi-
nation of both ice and
limbs, but I would say
more due to ice on the
lines.”

“In the 1200 block of
Yorkshire, a tree on pri-
vate property fell on a
power line in a back-
yard,” said Brian Colter,
city forester. “It knocked
out power to the whole
block.”

All the way up
Yorkshire to Mack
Avenue, houses on the
odd-numbered side of
the road had power.
Even-numbered houses
stood dark except in one
case. A resident with
electrical service rigged
an extension cord across
the road to a neighbor. A
lighted living room lamp
testified to the favor.

Shortly before mid-

PHOTO BY BRIAN COLTER

Ice-burdened branches toppled a pine tree Brian
Colter, city forester, planted 20 years ago at
Patterson Park. “The ground around it was super-
saturated with water,” Colter said.
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Several branches fell off a tree on the front lawn at Grosse Pointe South High School. On Friday, the entire

tree was taken down.

night Thursday, DTE
Energy’s power outage
map listed service inter-
ruptions to nearly 400
Park customers.

Most occurred
clumps along:

# the length of the City
of Grosse Pointe border
from Cadieux to
Yorkshire and Lake St.
Clair to Mack,

# below Jefferson from
Three Mile Drive to the
city limits,

& below Jefferson
along Harcourt and
Trombley, where during
two warm-weather wind
storms last year the brit-
tle branches of silver
maples fell and snapped
overhead lines; and

@ below Jefferson on
Middlesex and
Lakepointe between
Avondale and Windmill
Pointe Drive.

Park Councilman Max
Wiener was awake when
his line failed at 3:30 a.m.
Thursday.

“I’'m an early bird,” he
said.

The irony is that
Wiener, head of the city’s
infrastructure committee
and its mantra of being
proactive, had arranged
for a home generator to
be installed the following
Monday.

“My wife’s been asking
for a generator,” he said.

His power returned
Saturday.

“There are a lot of con-
versations we’re having
with DTE,” Wiener said
about the utility’s service
reliability. “We’re trying

in

to find other possible sav-
ings for the city. We have
a lot of irons in the fire.”

By 3 p.m. Sunday, Feb.
26, DTE reported nearly
94 percent of its custom-
ers throughout the region
back on the grid. Some
142,730 remained in the
dark and cold.

By Tuesday morning,
Feb. 28, the outage map
showed all clear in the
Park except for one spot
on Grand Marais below
Essex and 14 customers
in the 1400 block of

Devonshire.

About 430 homes lost
power in Grosse Pointe
Woods and Grosse Pointe
Shores in an area stretch-
ing from Vernier south to
Shoreham and from
Lakeshore west to
Fairway.

“We had a lot of limbs
that came down, but
there was no major dam-
age or blocked streets,”
Woods DPW Director
Jim Kowalski said. “We
put a couple crews out
with chipper trucks and

The Woods closed city
hall at noon the day of
the storm and Lake Front
Park was closed for the
day after losing power.

In the Shores, DPW
Director Mike Way said
his staff was able to clean
up downed tree limbs
without having to call in
its regular contractor.

“We were able to clean
up what fell on city prop-
erty and then sent crews
around to gather what
residents put out,” he
said. “It was nothing out

25305 Little Mack Ave. Saint Clair Shores, Ml 48081
(586) - 343 - 8253
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Narduzzi is 2022 otficer of the year

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

CITY OF GROSSE
POINTE — After his first
full year serving with the
department, Detective
Mike Narduzzi was
named the City of Grosse
Pointe’s 2022 officer of
the year.

“I’'m very honored that
they chose me for that,
but we did a lot of good
work here and it couldn’t
have been done without
teamwork,” Narduzzi
said. “Everybody con-
tributed and I'm happy to
accept this award on
behalf of the Grosse
Pointe City detective
bureau and the patrol
division, who all helped
out.”

The 25-year veteran of
Grosse Pointe Park’s
public safety department
made the switch to the

neighboring Pointe in
August 2021.

“It’s the equivalent of
Tom Brady going from
the Patriots to the Bucs,
not last year, but the year
before,” Director of
Public Safety John
Alcorn said, although
noting the credit for the
analogy goes to another
officer in the City’s
department. “Mike’s at
that level.”

For his work in 2022,
Narduzzi received two
commendations, a chief’s
letter and a unit citation
for his part in an all-
hands-on-deck effort to
contain last year’s
Cranford Lane condo fire
to a single unit without
any injuries.

Alongside serving as a
member of the City’s
Seniors and Law
Enforcement, or SALE,
program and on the

Grosse Pointe and
Harper Woods Crisis
Intervention Team,
Narduzzi also led the
department in arrests in
2022.

“Every day Mike shows
up with an enthusiasm
that would make me
scared to be a criminal,”
Alcorn said. “If you com-
mit a crime in Grosse
Pointe City and he gets
the case, there’s a pretty
good chance you're
going to jail.”

However, it is with
patience, Alcorn noted,
the detective trains and
mentors younger offi-
cers, including the
department’s new youth
officers, as well as those
in its two new uniformed
detective positions.

A family history with
firefighting — his grand-
father, father and brother
all have served as Detroit

firefighters — also lends
itself well to the other
side of a public safety
career. In fact, after
working briefly as a
Detroit officer at the start
of his career, Narduzzi
applied for the Park so
he also could serve as a
firefighter.

“What people don’t
know about Mike is that
although he’s a fantastic
detective, he’s also an
incredible firefighter and
that runs in his blood,”
Alcorn said. “That’s a
family thing. (At the
Cranford fire) he was
leading those crews into
that hot environment,
making them feel com-
fortable, because it’s
scary when you don’t get
to do that very often. So
Mike takes them in there
and guides the way. He’s
fantastic to have around
for both sides of the job.”

PHOTO BY LAUREL KRAUS

Detective Mike Narduzzi, left, is congratulated for
the honor by Public Safety Director John Alcorn.

Public safety otficers honored

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE
SHORES — Six mem-
bers of the public safety
department were recog-
nized for their actions in
a variety of situations
during 2022 at city coun-
cil’'s meeting Tuesday,
Feb. 21.

“This is one of the best
parts of the job,” Public
Safety Director Ken
Werenski said. “It’s an
opportunity to showcase
the department to the
council and community.
This is just a small sam-
ple of their hard work.”

Sgt. Jason Cook
received the Directors
Award, which goes to an
officer who exceeds
expectations and per-
forms at a level not
bound by what is
expected.

To say Cook had an
interesting 2022 is an
understatement.

It started in January
when he was assisting
fellow officers and the
St. Clair Shores Police
Department in a traffic
stop after a chase that

originated in Grosse
Pointe Shores. Werenski
explained that the chase
ended on a dead-end
street near 10 Mile
between Jefferson and
Lake St. Clair.

“As Sgt. Cook
approached the vehicle,
the driver attempted to
flee and run over offi-
cers,” Werenski said.

“He had to discharge his
duty weapon to protect
himself and fellow offi-
cers. He relied on his
training and didn’t sec-
ond guess it.”

Sgts. Terry Brown and
Ryan Wilson also were
involved in the incident
and received certificates
of merit.

As a member of the

Eastern Wayne Strategic
Response Team — a
SWAT team made up of
officers from the five
Pointes and Harper
Woods Cook
responded to two fatal
incidents in Harper
Woods over the summer.

The first, in July,
involved a seven-hour
standoff with a man who

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

From left, Public Safety Director Ken Werenski, Lt. Tony Spina, Sgts. Jason
Cook and Ryan Wilson, Officers Paul Morang and Billy Howe, Mayor Ted

Kedzierski. Not pictured: Sgt. Terry Brown.

RECRUITS:

Continued from page 2A

“The intent is to pro-
vide backup services for
communities,” Diaz said.
“We’re here in hopes of
receiving a partnership,
an alliance as we all

move forward to make
the county better.”

“We want to get infor-
mation out to senior citi-
zens and young people
about gun safety and all
those types of things to
make sure we’re an asset
to the community,”
Felton said.

CHICKENS:

Continued from page 1A

of the new year.

Lechner proposed a
change to the city’s live-
stock ordinance that
would allow residents to
keep a limited number of
chickens, citing a grow-
ing interest in the farm-
to-table movement and
the current high cost of
eggs.

Bryant at the time
asked City Administrator
Frank Schulte to work
with McKenna
Associates, the city’s
planning and zoning con-
sultants, to gather more
information.

Michael Boettcher of
McKenna put together a
report on cities that allow
the practice — including
Ann Arbor, Eastpointe,
Huntington Woods and
others — and what regu-

lations they have in place.

Stipulations ranged
from the number of
chickens allowed, the
types of coops required,
the permitting process
and minimum lot size
requirements.

Aside from Lechner,
residents speaking in
favor of the idea cited the
family aspect of the prac-
tice and how it could help
teach children responsi-
bility, and said it could
attract younger home
buyers to the city who
would find the option
attractive.

Those speaking against
the idea said they were
concerned about the
impact on property val-
ues, potential noise and if
chickens would attract
predators such as rats.

Lechner told council he
was not giving up on the
idea, calling it a property
rights issue.
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stabbed his girlfriend
and father to death.
During the standoff, the
man set the house on fire
and threw a baby out of
a first-floor bedroom
window before shooting
at officers. Cook grabbed
a charged fire hose and
extinguished the fire,
allowing the other SRT
members to continue
negotiating with the sus-
pect. The man eventually

gave up.
Cook was back in
Harper Woods in

September after two peo-
ple were shot to death
during a domestic vio-
lence situation. Along
with other SRT mem-
bers, including Lt. Tony
Spina from the Shores,
Cook entered the home
where they encountered
the gunman with his
weapon in the basement.
After deploying a dis-
traction technique, Cook
was able to rush the sus-
pect and disarm him.

See HONORED, page 4A

The Week Ahead

MONDAY, MARCH 6

# Grosse Pointe Woods City Council meeting, 7 p.m.

TUESDAY, MARCH 7

# Grosse Pointe Farms Board of Review meeting, 2

p.m.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 8

# Grosse Pointe Woods Beautification Advisory
Commission meeting, 7 p.m.
# Grosse Pointe Park Planning Commission meeting,

7p.m.

THURSDAY, MARCH 9

# Grosse Pointe Park TIFA Board meeting, 7 p.m.
@ Grosse Pointe Woods Historical Commission meet-

ing, 7:30 p.m.
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Pointer provides great giit of life

By Anne Gryzenia
Publisher

For many Grosse
Pointers, community
often means so much
more than just a place to
live. Its heartbeat is pow-
ered by building relation-
ships, helping those in
need and cultivating fel-
lowship with others.

But for lifelong Grosse
Pointer Matt Frame, his
decision to take commu-
nity to the next level
turned out to be a life-
saving one.

“Building relationships
and getting to know peo-
ple is my favorite part of
the job,” said Frame, who
has worked at the Ray
Laethem Dodge Jeep
Ram dealership for nearly
two decades. “I've been
selling cars to some cus-
tomers for 20 years
because of the relation-
ships I've made.”

As a father, grandfa-
ther and friend, Frame
has a special appreciation
for life and love. But
when his friend, Lisa
Segletes, with whom he
attended Northwood
University, needed a life-
line, he didn’t hesitate. As
her Kkidney disease
reached a critical stage,
he knew he had to step in
and help.

Her situation held extra
concern for Frame. Not
only was Segletes a dear
friend, but she actually
introduced Frame to his
wife, Melissa. While
Segletes gave Frame the
gift of love, Frame will-
ingly gave his friend the
gift of life in return.

“When I found out that

PHOTO COURTESY OF JOHN MARTIN

COURTESY PHOTOS

Left, Matt Frame with his daughters, from left, Ellie Frame, Madison McMillan and McKenzie Frame.
Top left, Matt and Melissa Frame. Top right, Frame and his granddaughter, Marcie.
Bottom right, Matt and Melissa Frame with their daughters.

Lisa needed a kidney, I
didn’t hesitate to get
tested to see if I was a
match,” Frame said. “It
didn’t cross my mind not
to help my friend. She
became friends with
Melissa and after my
wife, Marian, passed
away, she introduced us.”

Unfortunately, Frame
wasn’t a match for
Segletes. After unsuc-
cessful attempts to find a
match through family
and friends, the
University of Michigan
reached out to see if

Frame would consider
entering their transplant
“pairing” program. This
unique program helps
increase transplant
opportunities for those
on the kidney waitlist by
pairing willing donors
with more compatible
recipients.

Once again, Frame
stepped up. He and
Segletes quickly were
matched with a donor
and recipient in Florida
and the transplant sur-
gery took place at U-M in
summer 2020.

“On the day of the sur-
geries, my kidney was
flown to Florida, while
simultaneously a kidney
from a donor in Florida
was flown to Michigan
for Lisa,” Frame said.

Frame said he most
definitely would recom-
mend those with healthy
kidneys consider donat-
ing.

“It was and continues
to be a wonderful experi-
ence,” he said. “Lisa is
doing well and I have not
had to change anything
about my lifestyle to

adapt to having one kid-
ney. To anyone consider-
ing donating an organ, I
would say do it. My health
has not changed and I've
been able to help some-
one else. It is an incredi-
ble feeling for all
involved.”

Frame and his wife,
Melissa, live in Grosse
Pointe Farms. As his pro-
fession in car sales sug-
gests, he is an avid car
lover, especially classic
muscle cars from the ’60s
and ’70s. He said he
enjoys exercising daily at

March marks
National
Kidney Month

Did you know more than
100,000 people are awaiting a
kidney transplant at any given
time? To learn more about
how you can help, check out
the University of Michigan’s
paired kidney exchange pro-
gram at uofmhealth.org/
conditions-treatments/
transplant/paired-kidney-
exchange or visit kidney.org.

the Neighborhood Club,
golfing, trap shooting,
swimming and spending
time on Lake St. Clair.

Melissa Frame has
taught in the Grosse
Pointe Public School
System for 28 years, 22 of
them as an English
teacher at Brownell
Middle School. Between
them, they have five chil-
dren and an English
springer spaniel named
Heathcliff. Frame’s eldest
daughter, Madison, lives
in Grosse Pointe Park
with her husband, Chris,
and recently welcomed
their first child. His mid-
dle daughter, McKenzie,
lives in Grosse Pointe
Park and plans to attend
graduate school for social
work. His youngest
daughter, Ellie, recently
graduated from Michigan
State University and lives
in Chicago. Frame’s step-
son, Michael, currently
serves in the U.S. Army,
and Ben is a freshman at
Auburn University.

“My favorite thing
about Grosse Pointe is
how tight knit our com-
munity is,” Frame said.
“No matter where you go
in Grosse Pointe, you
always run into someone
you know.”

HONORED:

Continued from page 3A

“They were within 10
feet of the gunman who
was waving his weapon
around,” Werenski said.
“Discharging their weap-
ons would have been jus-
tifiable, but they
exhibited a great deal of
patience.”

Spina and Cook
received a department

citation for the incident,
which is given for an out-
standing performance of
a difficult task involving
personal risk.

Cook, who has been
with the department 10
years, said 2022 defi-
nitely stands out for him.

“We’ve had major
events over the years,
but last year was the bus-
iest in a given year,” he
said. “All three events
were substantial.”
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Cook has been on the
SRT six and a half years
and also has received a
life-saving award and
four unit commenda-
tions.

“I enjoy it because you
never know what we’ll
get activated for and it’s a
chance to use all three of
our professions,” he said.
“It’s nice to be triple
trained and get a chance
to utilize all those skills.”

PSOs Paul Morang and
Billy Howe were given
unit commendations for
performing life-saving
measures on a resident
with an occluded trache-
ostomy.

“A lot of ambulance
services would have just
stabilized the person and
transported them to the
hospital, but they were
able to clear this person’s
airway and directly save
a life,” Werenski said.
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PUBLIC SAFETY |

Grosse Pointe Farms

Underage theft

A 20-year-old Woods
woman was caught by
employees when she
attempted to conceal a
bottle of bourbon in her
jacket and steal it from a
business in the 18000
block of Mack at 3:09
p.m. Friday, Feb. 17.

Admitting to the theft,
she was issued a citation
for third-degree retail
fraud.

Quick escalation

After being pulled over
for speeding 41 mph on
Moross at 3:29 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 18, a
29-year-old Eastpointe
man not only told officers
he was aware his driver’s
license was suspended
and the vehicle was unin-
sured, but also gave them
permission to search the
vehicle, in which they
found suspected drugs.

The man, who said the
drugs must be his broth-
er’s, also was found to be
on active parole for
assault with a dangerous
weapon, armed robbery
and kidnapping.

He was issued a cita-
tion for speeding and
driving while license sus-
pended.

Fleeing officers

Because of heavily
tinted windows and no

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS

license plate on display,
an officer attempted to
pull over a vehicle on
Mack at 4:35 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 20, at
which point it acceler-
ated and began passing
cars on the right shoul-
der.

The pursuit was termi-
nated for the safety of
others on the roadway.

Suspicious
purchases

A 45-year-old Farms
man was alerted his
credit card had fraudu-
lently been used for pur-
chases of $1,773.22 from
downrangetexas.com
and $914.88 from 6tacti
cal.com Tuesday, Feb.
21.

The fraud was reported
immediately and found
to have a delivery address
in Wyandotte.

Altered check

A 64-year-old Farms
woman sent a $16,842.06
check for the purchase of
a generator to the new
address of a heating and
plumbing company, only
to learn it had been
fraudulently altered and
cashed by an unknown
suspect.

Stolen tools

While a crew was
removing a tree from a
backyard in the 300 block
of Kercheval, various
tools were stolen from
the company truck
parked on the street
between noon and 12:45
p-m. Friday, Feb. 24.

— Laurel Kraus

Report information
about these and other
crimes to Grosse Pointe
Farms Public Safety,
(313) 885-2100.

Grosse Pointe Shores

Over the limit

A 51-year-old Detroit
woman was arrested
after an officer clocked
her vehicle going 47 mph
around 11:45 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 25, on
northbound Lakeshore
near Deeplands.

The driver was cited
for operating a vehicle
under the influence of
drugs, driving with a sus-
pended license, no proof
of insurance and speed-
ing. She was lodged in
the Grosse Pointe Woods
jail.

— Ted O’Neil
Report information

about this and other
crimes to Grosse Pointe
Shores Public Safety,
(313) 881-5500.

Grosse Pointe Woods

ID theft

An Elford Court resi-
dent filed a complaint
around noon Wednesday,
Feb. 22, after receiving
information about a
credit card he did not
open.

The man said he left
his wallet, which he was
unable to recover, in a
ride-share vehicle last
summer. He believes the
driver used his informa-
tion in the wallet to apply
for the card.

Wrong tab

A 35-year-old
Eastpointe woman
received several citations
after she was pulled over
around 10:15 a.m.
Thursday, Feb. 23, on
Mack near Hunt Club
when an officer noticed
the tab on her vehicle’s
license plate was from
2022.

The woman was tick-
eted for driving with a
suspended license, no

proof of insurance and
the expired registration.
— Ted O’Neil
Report information
about these and other
crimes to Grosse Pointe
Woods Public Safety,
(313) 343-2400.

City of Grosse Pointe

Quick hands

After a $5,000 trans-
mitter — belonging to a
construction company
and used to locate under-
ground facilities — was
temporarily placed at
Mack and Cadieux, it
was stolen between 3:45
and 4:15 p.m. Friday,
Feb. 17.

Ice storm

Throughout the night,
Wednesday, Feb. 22, offi-
cers responded to many
calls for power outages,
arcing wires, tree
branches down and
smoke investigations, all
caused by the ice storm.

Not worth it

A woman was seen
placing approximately $9
worth of miscellaneous
items in her coat inside a

business in the 17000
block of Kercheval at
5:15 p.m. Friday, Feb. 24.
Upon being confronted
by an employee, she fled
on foot.

The suspect is
described as a 5-foot,
6-inch white woman
wearing a long, dark-col-
ored coat.

— Laurel Kraus

Report information
about these and other
crimes to the City of
Grosse Pointe Public
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Park
Suspended
license

At 2:35 p.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 22, a
patrol officer stopped a
26-year-old male motorist
from Detroit on Mack
just across the Detroit
border regarding a defec-
tive tail light.

The officer arrested the
man for violating a sus-

pended operator’s
license.

— Brad Lindberg

Report information

about this and other crime
to the Grosse Pointe Park
Public Safety Department,
(313) 822-7400.

ENT:

Continued from page 1A

of the project. “Our plan
is to continue to have spe-
cialties come back as
they’re completed.”

Although, he later
added, some specialties
may choose to wait until
construction is entirely
complete, so “it will really
depend on their discre-
tion.”

With the South building
on track to be fully opera-
tional in late summer/
early fall of this year, the
third and first floors are
scheduled for completion
by summer.

On the first floor, the
lab and pharmacy remain
in their original footprint,
while the Racing for Kids
office — which also cir-
cumvented the redesign
process, was fast-tracked
and already has clearance
to be in the building —
has moved into a vacant
space most recently occu-
pied by Bank of America.

The third floor will con-
tinue to house ENT, plas-
tic surgery, wound care,
audiology and the Center
for Integrative Medicine,
while also including the
new addition of the pain
clinic, which previously
was located on the base-
ment level.

“We have moved offices
around for either patient
convenience or to create
pockets of space for
future development,”
Mastay explained.

The other significant
move is pediatrics, from
the basement to the sec-
ond floor to be in closer
proximity to adult pri-
mary care medicine,
which will create a conti-
nuity within family medi-
cine.

The second floor — to
be completed mid- to late-
summer — also will
include cardiology,
nephrology, internal
medicine, same-day care,
sports, podiatry, general
radiology and orthope-
dics.

With the possible
exception of dermatol-
ogy, which remains unde-
cided, all specialties

formerly in Pierson will
return to the building, as
will the majority of the
same doctors and provid-
ers.

“Primary care docs will
be here,” Mastay
reported. “Plastic sur-
geons will all be here.
Wound care will be here.
There might be some new
faces, but by and large it’ll
be the same crew.”

As the relocation of the
pain clinic and pediatrics
leaves the basement open
for further development,
the space has been
designed for a large oph-
thalmology practice to
take up the entire foot-
print. Construction on the
ophthalmology practice,
which previously was not
offered at Pierson, will be
the last to be completed
and potentially handled
as a separate project.

Aside from Racing for
Kids, all of the tenants

the choice not to return,
Mastay said.

Robert Loomis
Insurance — once on the
third floor, where the pain
clinic now will be —
moved up the street to 63
Kercheval, while Bella
Cafe has not responded
affirmatively to invita-
tions to return.

Dr. Maridel Hernadez
— an internal medicine
doctor not affiliated with
Henry Ford — who once
was on the first floor
along Kercheval, moved

to St. Clair Shores prior to
the fire.

That “is going to be
leasable space moving
forward,” Mastay said,
although it is not yet
listed. “It’s more or less
retail since it’s going to be
on Kercheval.”

While the August 2021
fire certainly accelerated
plans, designs for rede-
velopment already had
been in the works since
2019, when Henry Ford
Health master leased the
building, making all

unaffiliated with Henry The pain clinic, being moved from its basement

Ford
Pierson building made

out.
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in the former space to the third floor, is a completely new build

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

Above, the redesign of the medical center includes
the addition of a second elevator for patient travel.
Left, the third-floor ear, nose and throat specialist is
the first to reopen to patients following the August

2021 fire.

offices subtenants of
Henry Ford.

Further improvements
to the South building will
include the addition of a
second elevator for
patient travel — the stair-
case off Kercheval will
remain as is — along with
new digital signage for
wayfinding and self-ser-
vice check-in, which
allows for check-in online
via MyChart, at a kiosk or
in person.

Specialities also will be
outfitted with the capabil-
ity —it’s up to each clinic
whether they choose to

use it — to virtually con-
nect from clinic to clinic.
For example, if a primary
care doctor sees a patient
who has a form of derma-
titis, a dermatologist can
be brought into the con-
versation without physi-
cally being present.

“It’s going to be a way
better building,” Mastay
said. “At the end of the
day, it’s going to be a fan-
tastic place to get care
and we’re going to have
the space that we need to
expand and provide all
the specialties for the
community.”

www PainleAlarm.com

313-882-SAFE (7233)
19261 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Woods, 48236

FREE!
Monitored Home

Security System

With 589 activation charge
and purchase of alarm
motltoring services,

Lezzoso

S18=822=0800

15139 KERCHEVAL, GROSSE POINTE PARK

£22080




GROSSE POINTE NEWS, MARCH 2, 2023

| OPINION

POINTES OF VIEW

Grosse Pointe News

PUBLISHED WEEKLY BY WEEKLY BUGLE, LLC
16980 KERCHEVAL AVE., GROSSE POINTE, MI 48230
PHONE: (313) 882-6900 FAX: (313) 882-1585
E-MAIL: EDITOR@GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COM

SEAN COTTON: Owner
ANNE GRYZENIA: Publisher
JODY MCVEIGH: Editor in Chief
MEG LEONARD: Associate Editor

OUR VIEW

Woods cries foul
on backyard
chicken plan

n Monday night, the Grosse Pointe

Woods City Council gave a hard no

to what some believe is a bird-

brained concept proposed in

January to allow homeowners to

keep and raise a limited number of
chickens.

Paul Lechner, who also is chairman of the city’s
tree commission, presented the idea Monday, Jan.
9.

In the Jan. 26 edition of the Grosse Pointe News
(“Coming home to roost,” by Ted O’Neil), Lechner
said the move comes as many families are embrac-
ing “a farm-to-table approach and are eating health-
ier and want to know more about what they’re
eating,” he said. “Plus, the cost of eggs is through
the roof.”

After the staff presentation, public comment and
discussion, the council was asked at its Feb. 27
meeting if a model ordinance should be drafted to
vote on at a future meeting. Community members
who spoke that evening seemed to be split down
the middle about the idea, with three speaking in
support of further exploring an ordinance and three
speaking against it.

Ultimately, five of the seven council members
said they would not vote in favor of any proposal
no matter what, and therefore agreed not to spend
money on having McKenna Associates, which over-
sees the city’s code enforcement, draft a model
ordinance.

But perhaps the Woods should have considered
preparing a concrete ordinance for its residents to

Pure
Grosse
Pointe

Did Cinderella’s castle
make its way to the
shores of Lake St. Clair?
Actually, this spire peek-
ing out from the steam
belongs to the Grosse
Pointe Yacht Club,
thanks to an unusually
balmy winter day last
month. With our recent
unwelcome ice storms
and power outages, we
wish for more fairy tale
scenes like this to spring
up around town, as we
usher in March along
with our dreams of
warmer, brighter days to
come.

PHOTO COURTESY
OF DEBRA JAY

Grosse Should residents
he allowed to
raise chickens in
Grosse Pointe?

Pointe
News

POINTER
POLL

and want to make sure rules are in
place to ensure they are provided
for properly.

Chickens do require fresh water,
ample food and clean bedding.
Ideally, chickens should have
room to roam and not live a life
cooped up.

Chickens also can get egg-
bound, where the eggs get stuck
inside of them and without veteri-
nary intervention, they will die.
They also can squabble and gang
up on a particular hen, in which
case owners need extra space to
move the bird who is being bullied
to a separate coop.

Of course chickens could invite

Poll taken via GPN Facebook
and Instagram. Follow us

to see upcoming polls. We
want to hear from you!

more visits from the Pointes’ resi-
dent foxes, coyotes, raccoons and
hawks. It’s a sight few would wel-

consider. In a recent poll conducted by the Grosse
Pointe News (see right), 55 percent of you said yes,
“lay it on me” to allow neighborhood chickens,
while 45 percent of you said “cluck no” to the idea.

The concept of allowing residents to raise chick-
ens is not unheard of around metro Detroit. A few
other cities permit the practice, including Royal
Oak, Huntington Woods and Warren.

In the city proper, many urban farms raise and
care for chickens, including the Georgia Street
Community Collective. Located on the east side
near Harper and Gratiot, the site is a combination

come in their backyards, after
which they may have to manage
potentially messy outcomes — a
ties across the country. Increases in the cost loss not only of their investment, but also of
of grain feed and shipping add to an egg’s what becomes for many a family pet.
price tag. Though they can’t help it, chickens also
Chicken naysayers raise some solid argu- stink, which especially in this town, will not
ments, voicing concerns about seed spillage win you any points with your neighbors.
inviting rats and other rodents to the coops. = For now, the issue lies dormant. We expect
Some Pointers via social media and Letters the debate to continue, but it appears no one
to the Editor said they are concerned resi- in the Pointes should be counting any chick-
dents won’t take good care of their chickens ens before they are hatched.

GROSSE POINTE | GROSSE POINTE FARMS | GROSSE POINTE PARK | GROSSE POINTE SHORES | GROSSE POINTE WOODS

garden and community center that began keeping
chickens in 2009. According to planetdetroit.org,
the farm’s founder, Mark Covington, originally
brought chickens to use their manure for compost,
but these feathered friends soon became a hit with
kids in the neighborhood, too.

Team Chicken enthusiasts claim owning chick-
ens can help with insect control because they eat
up bugs. Chickens also consume table scraps,
which theoretically equates to less food waste. And
of course, chickens are quirky characters families
can enjoy and care for, where children can learn
responsibility by raising them as unique family
pets.

But the main benefit of keeping chickens is that
they produce the holy grail on our current food
chain — eggs. According to the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, the average price of a dozen Grade A
eggs has jumped around, ranging from $4.25 last
December, to $2.54 as of Feb. 24. Both are an
increase from January 2021, when a dozen eggs
cost $1.39. The price gouge comes as the result of
an outbreak of avian influenza, which has led to the
loss of 44 million laying hens at hundreds of facili-

LETTERS

The Grosse Pointe News welcomes your letters to the edi-
tor. All letters should be typed, double-spaced and signed.
Letters longer than 250 words may be edited for length.
All letters may be edited for content. We reserve the right
to refuse any letter. Include daytime phone number for
verification or questions. The deadline for letters is 3 p.m.
Monday. Letters to the editor may by emailed to editor@
grossepointenews.com.

Disturbing complaint

To the Editor:

The Board of Education ethics complaint
article (Feb. 16) indicates two BoE members
have opposing views. Nothing new, as it
should be and not surprising, right? What is

disturbing, however, are the actions taken
by one of the board members in
response. After one board member went
into the community, attempting to educate
and convince others to agree with and sup-
port her position, the second member filed
an ethics complaint against her and pro-
posed a resolution to restrict “hostile” or
“disdainful” speech, but only as to members
of a “protected class.” There is no explana-
tion as to why “protected class” people can’t
experience hostility while such hostility or
disdain is apparently OK for non-protected
people. And what is “hostile” or “disdainful”
speech? How is one to know whether a per-
son is “protected” or not? Should we all be
required to wear tags with our identities
and/or preferred genders? The endless
attempts to classify people is so divisive and
unnecessary.
This same board member also wants to
impose definitions of words set forth by the
Southern Poverty Law Center. If you are
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I SAY By Mike Adzima

LIV Golf proves money can’t buy love

a ny
readers
may not
know
this
about

me, but I'm a pretty big

golf fan. My dad and
grandpa introduced me to
the game as a kid and as

I've had the chance to

watch and play more over

the years, my apprecia-
tion for it has grown even
more.

Pretty much any golf
fan out there knows
about the drama that has
occurred within the game
over the past year or so,
regarding the PGA Tour
and the emergence of the
LIV Tour. LIV Golf is a
professional golf tour cre-
ated by the Saudi Arabian
Public Investment Fund.
While at first it did not
seem like such a threat,
some of the biggest
names on the PGA Tour
have left to join LIV and

competed in the tour’s
first season last year.

LIV Golf’s 2023 season
just got underway last
week. With that and the
release of the new Netflix
documentary series “Full
Swing,” which premiered
last month and follows
the journey of several
PGA Tour players during
the season and discusses
some of them making the
jump to LIV, the contro-
versy is yet again at the
forefront of the golf
world.

The biggest issue fac-
ing LIV is the tour’s ties to
the Saudi Arabian gov-
ernment. While the
Public Investment Fund
is technically sovereign
and independent of the
government, it is con-
trolled by Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman.
Bin Salman, who has
essentially ruled Saudi
Arabia since 2017, and
his government have
become notorious for
allegations of human
rights abuses, corruption
and more.

Naturally, any golfer
who has left the PGA
Tour to join the Saudi-
backed LIV series faces
the scrutiny of joining an

organization that is
funded and supported by
a group of people with
such a controversial past.
Pretty much all of them
answer with the same
generic defelections: “I'm
here to focus on golf” or
“I decided to do what was
best for my family.”

In reality, they left the
true competition of the
PGA Tour for large sums
of guaranteed money in
the tens of millions of dol-
lars to join LIV. When I
say true competition, it is
because LIV Golf events
oftentimes tend to not
even feel real.

LIV divides golfers into
“teams” with golfers com-
peting individually to
earn points for both
themselves and their
teams in the standings.
The whole system feels
silly and it is clear that
the competition aspect
seems to not really matter
to the players. If everyone
is already getting their
guaranteed money for
joining the tour, then
what incentive is there to
win?

If the competition does
not feel real to the play-
ers, then it certainly does
not feel real to the “fans”

either I'm using quotes
because using the term
‘fans’ here feels gener-
ous). All the attention on
LIV is focused on the pol-
itics and news about
which golfers are joining
the tour, so there is no
discussion about the
actual golf.

Last year, LIV operated
without a TV contract
and instead relied on
online streaming to
broadcast its events on
platforms such as
Facebook and YouTube.
There are a lot of num-
bers out there, but the
consensus seems to be
that LIV events in 2022
averaged anywhere from
40,000 to 140,000 viewers
on YouTube. To put that
in perspective, just a few
weeks ago the PGA
Tour’s Genesis
Invitational averaged
around 3.4 million view-
ers on CBS during the
Sunday broadcast.

LIV will be operating
this season with a TV
contract in the U.S.
Albeit, the deal is with
The CW, a network that I,
and I'm sure many others
out there, cannot remem-
ber the last time I tuned
into.

The point here is that
everything about LIV
feels so hollow and fake.
From the generic, tone-
deaf answers the golfers
have given to the media
to the blatant sports-
washing the Saudis are
trying to accomplish with
this tour. All of their mil-
lions of dollars cannot
seem to buy them an
audience and a fanbase.

In recent weeks, as the
start of the LIV season
approached, there were
even rumors that certain
golfers were having a sort
of “buyer’s remorse”
about joining the league.
The stories were mainly
focused on Brooks
Koepka, with rumors say-
ing the former U.S. Open
champion is suffering
from a bit of a hurt ego
and is feeling as if he and
the other golfers who left
the PGA to join LIV are
simply being forgotten
about.

I will not be surprised if
this becomes true for
even more golfers who
joined LIV. There simply
seems to be no interest. I
have not watched a single
minute of a LIV Golf
broadcast and countless
golf fans out there are the

same way. The reasons
are listed above. There is
no way one can support a
league backed by a con-
troversial group like the
Saudi government and
there is no passion in the
actual product to make it
even remotely appealing.

LIV is doomed. One
could argue it has been
from the start. Now that
there are rumors that one
of the biggest names in
golf might be regretting
his decision to join them,
this could be the begin-
ning of the end. We still
have to see if the PGA
Tour will let anyone from
LIV back into its ranks,
which it has adamantly
said it likely would not.

How this season shakes
out for LIV will play a
huge part in determining
the league’s fate. Now
that it will be playing on
TV in America, I’'m sure
the league is hoping more
fans will start tuning in.
Personally, I don’t see
myself sitting down on
the couch on a Saturday
or Sunday afternoon and
spending hours watching
a LIV Golf event. I do that
for PGA Tour events and
that is probably all that
needs to be said.

GUEST VIEW ByJohn Mogk

A Detroit senator’s major role in establishing
freedom, civil rights for African Americans

No one in the history of America has
contributed more to establishing the
U.S. Constitutional framework abol-
ishing slavery, guaranteeing citizen-
ship for slaves and their right to vote
than Michigan lawyer

appointed Attorney for the City of
Detroit and later served as Michigan
Attorney General from 1855 to 1861.
As many lawyers do, Howard also
engaged in elected politics, where his
greatest contributions

Jacob M. Howard. Yet,
there is no permanent
monument recognizing
him and his commitment
to freedom and equality in
Michigan or anywhere

else.
Born in Vermont and
educated in law in

were made to Michigan
and the country. He rep-
resented Detroit in the
state legislature from
1838 to 1840, and in
Congress from 1841 to
1843. Then, in 1854, he
helped organize the
Under the Oaks

Massachusetts, Howard
opened a law practice in Detroit in
1832, that included representing run-
away slaves being reclaimed under the
federal Fugitive Slave Act. In addition
to his general practice, Howard served
in two other important legal capacities
in Michigan. In 1834, Howard was

Convention in Jackson,
galvanizing political opposition to slav-
ery and establishing the Republican
Party. He had the responsibility for
drafting the platform for the newly
named Republican Party and his anti-
slavery plank read:

“Resolved, that the Institution of slav-

ery, except in punishment of a crime, is
a great moral, social and political evil;
... Resolved, that slavery is a violation
of the rights of man as man; that law of
nature, which is the law of liberty, gives
to no man rights superior to those of
another; That God and nature have
secured to each individual the inalien-
able right of equality, any violation of
which must be the result of superior
force.”

This powerful creed reflects Howard’s
character and conviction.
He saw African-Americans as
men when many in America
saw African-Americans as less
than human. Howard’s words
that “slavery is a violation of the rights
of man as a man,” go to the
very essence of the abolitionist move-
ment and the later words of Frederick
Douglass in his “I am a Man”
speech. Howard recognized the human-

ity and equality of African-
Americans and advocated passionately
for their equal rights throughout his
life.

Following the Civil War, his actions
led to the creation of the 13th, 14th and
15th Amendments to the U. S.
Constitution. His words are those of the
13th Amendment:

Section 1: “Neither slavery nor invol-
untary servitude, except as punishment
for crime whereof the party shall have
been duly convicted, shall exist within
the United States, or any place subject
to their jurisdiction.”

Section 2: “Congress shall have
power to enforce this article by appro-
priate legislation.”

He felt that Congress could enforce
the 13th Amendment, which freed all
those subjected to slavery. He then con-

See MOGK, page 10A
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on Charlevoix. We lost
$15K and months of
labor, but most excruci-

picion from anyone, nor
was there a police pres-
ence. If criminals can

in one spot for more than
three, there’s a ticket on
your window. The
Pointes are like a water

criminals, but more so of tion of police resources.
our neighbors’ apathy
and the misappropria-

ANDREW KOTLARZ
Grosse Pointe Park

to buy his first car. It
took six months to find
his 2012 Hemi Charger
on COPART and three
more to repair it. With a
lock bar and an alarm,
the car was stolen on
Sunday, Jan. 29.
Comprehensive insur-
ance for this model was
prohibitive. It was
parked across Excalibur

ating was how it was sto-
len: At 11 p.m. with bar
patrons abounds, it took
45 minutes. First, they
broke the window and
steering column,
couldn’t start it, pushed
it to the middle of
Charlevoix by hand and
then with a vehicle to
Maryland, and across
Mack. This did not
arouse the slightest sus-

commit such flagrant
capital car theft or drive
into Howlers and
Growlers, rip a heavy
cash dispenser from con-
crete and get away with
it, nothing and no one is
safe. Moreover, if you
miss your tags by a day
or leave your car parked

hole in a desert of thirsty
thieves, but not for rea-
sons most suspect.
There’s nothing here
that can’t be gotten in
the adjoining communi-
ties. It’s simply safer and
easier to steal here. We
continue to be victims of

city of Brosse Jointe Farms, Michigan

city of Brosse Jointe Woods, Michigan

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council will be
considering the following proposed Ordinance amendments for
second readings at its meeting scheduled for Monday, March 6,
2023 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers/Court Room of the
Robert E. Novitke Municipal Center. The proposed Ordinance
amendments are available for public inspection at the Municipal
Center, 20025 Mack Plaza, between 8:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.,
Monday through Friday. The Council meeting is open to the
public. All interested persons are invited to attend.

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF
ORDINANCES FOR THE CITY OF GROSSE
POINTE WOODS, CHAPTER 2, ADMINISTRATION,
ARTICLE 1V, EMPLOYEE BENEFITS; DIVISION 2,
RETIREMENT SYSTEM; TO AMEND SECTION 2-302(a)
(2) BY DELETING A PROVISION TO IMPLEMENT AND
REFLECT A COLLECTIVELY BARGAINED CHANGE TO
THE MULTIPLIER FOR NONCOVERED PSO MEMBERS
HIRED AFTER JULY 1, 2011; AND SECTION 2-301(a) BY
ADDING A PROVISION TO IMPLEMENT AND REFLECT
A COLLECTIVELY BARGAINED CHANGE TO THE
MULTIPLIER FOR COVERED TPOAM MEMBERS AND
FOR AEMT AND CLERK/DISPATCH MEMBERS.

Paul P. Antolin
City Clerk

G.P.N.: 3/2/23

BOARD OF REVIEW

Meetings for the purpose of reviewing the 2023 Assessment
Roll for the City of Grosse Pointe Farms, Wayne County,
Michigan, will be held by the Board of Review on:

TUESDAY, MARCH 7, 2023
From 2:00 p.m. — 5:00 p.m.
and

6:00 p.m. —9:00 p.m.

and

TUESDAY, MARCH 28, 2023
From 9:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.
and
1:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m.

at City Hall, 90 Kerby Road, Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan
48236.

Hearings will be scheduled by appointment. Please contact
City of Grosse Pointe Farms at (313) 640-1618.You may also
petition the Board in writing through the mail if you cannot
make the hearing dates. These letters HAVE TO BE IN THE
OFFICE BY FRIDAY, MARCH 24™.,

G.PN.: 2/16/23; 2/23/23; 3/2/23; 3/9/23

city of Brosse Tointe Jark, michigan

2023 MARCH BOARD OF REVIEW

The City of Grosse Pointe Park will be conducting the 2023
March Board of Review and will convene in the City Hall at
15115 East Jefferson, Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 48230.

The regular Board of Review schedule is as follows:

Organizational Meeting
March 14,2023 1:00 PM

Appeal Hearings
March 14,2023 1:30 PM to 9:00 PM

March 28,2023 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM

Other hearing dates and times may be scheduled as needed.
In person hearings are by appointment only and write in
petitions will be accepted. COMPLETED 2023 BOARD
OF REVIEW PETITIONS (L-4035 FORMS) ARE
NECESSARY, and must be filled out entirely prior to your
appointment or petition drop off. The deadline for submitting
petitions for all persons wishing to appeal before the Board
of Review is by Tuesday, March 28, 2023.

A resident or non-resident taxpayer may file a petition with
the Board of Review without the requirement of a personal
appearance by a taxpayer representative. An agent must
have written authority to represent the owner and it must be
submitted to the Board of Review on the form prescribed by
the assessor’s office. Written petitions must be received by
the Assessor’s office end of day Tuesday, March 28, 2023
to be reviewed by the Board. Postmarks are not accepted.

More information on Board of Review, dates and times of
the meetings will be posted on the City website.

All Board of Review meetings are open meetings in
compliance with the “Open Meetings Act”.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the
Assessor’s Office at (313) 822-6200.

GPN: February 23, March 2 and March 9, 2023
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St. Paul celebrates Catholic Schools Week

During Catholic Schools Week, Jan.
29to Feb. 4, at St. Paul Catholic School,
students served those who have served

the nation.

Students assembled 200 “Comfort
Care Kits” for the Dingell VA Medical
Center in Detroit. Kits included many of
the most requested items at the VA
Center, including activity books, exer-
cise balls, socks, ChapStick, first-aid
kits, snacks, Rosaries and artwork cre-

ated by students.

St. Paul welcomed Chief Petty Officer
Chuck Pierce, a 24-year Navy veteran
who was deployed in more than 20

countries. Pierce shared his testimonial

about being a veteran and how he “al-
ways felt called by God to do something
bigger” than himself. He also thanked
students for assembling the kits.
Students enjoyed the opportunity to ask
questions and learn more about the sac-
rifices millions of veterans make to

serve the country.

Officer Pierce is flanked by students, from left, Emma Dombrowski, Anna
Groustra, Nico Abuel, Bridgette Schultz, Hadley Tompkins and Arianna

Stapleton.

Left, from left, students
Emma Topolinski and
Stella Hampton interact
with Chief Petty Officer
Chuck Pierce and his
wife, Jennifer Pierce.
Right, students created
artwork for the Comfort
Care Kits.

COURTESY PHOTOS

PRIDE

OF

THE POINTES

Ryan McWood of the
City of Grosse Pointe
recently earned a certifi-
cate degree in sport man-
agement from Miami
University.

1224

Ben Bauman of Grosse
Pointe Woods was named
to the Dean’s List at
Rochester Institute of
Technology for the 2022
fall semester. Bauman is
in the mechanical engi-
neering technology pro-
gram.

1224

Kennedy Goodman of
Grosse Pointe Woods
traveled to Singapore in
January with Carthage
College for a biology and
Asian studies course
titled “Rooted in Place:
History, Biodiversity, and
Environment in

Jennifer Crowley
Southeast Asia.”

Charles Brandon and
Jennifer Crowley of
Grosse Pointe Farms
were named to the John
Carroll University
College of Arts &
Sciences Dean’s List for
the 2022 fall semester.

See PRIDES, page 9A

North spring play coming up

Grosse Pointe North
High School’s spring
play, “Lend Me a
Tenor,” is scheduled for
four performances over
three days next week at
the Christian A. Fenton
Performing Arts Center.

Show times are 7 p.m.
Thursday, March 9, and
Friday, March 10, and 2
and 7 p.m. Saturday,
March 11. Cost is $15
for adults, $10 for se-
niors and $7 for stu-
dents.

The comedy, written
by Ken Ludwig, earned
nine Tony Award nomi-
nations during its
Broadway run in 1989
and won for best actor
and best director.

“It’s not a very well-
known play, but it’s hi-
larious,” said Kim
Shubik Lutes, a parent
volunteer who is help-
ing produce the produc-
tion, “and the under-
studies get to perform
Friday night’s show.”

Cast members are

COURTESY PHOTO

Cast members rehearse “Lend Me a Tenor” for Grosse Pointe North High

School’s spring play.

Ryan Lutes, Gavin
DeFlillippo, Silas
Wooten, Lauren Kaled,

Naima Wright, Marisa
Licovoli, Sloan O’Neill,
William Murray, Willow

Wood, Arianna Reeves,
Corey Anderson and
Aaron Ihrie.

COUNSEL:

Continued from page 1A

ing in favor, with

President Ahmed Ismail,
Vice President Lisa
Papas, Secretary Ginny
Jeup and Cotton voting
no. Trustee David

Brumbaugh did not
attend the meeting as he
was out of town on busi-
ness.

St. John and Worden

Do you know an outstanding high school athlete?
Nominate them for Athlete of the Week and put
them in the running for Athlete of the Year.

Grosse Pointe News

asked several times, as
they have the past few
meetings, for clarifica-
tion about what circum-
stances would require
the board to use indepen-
dent counsel.

“Ijust can’t see any cir-
cumstance where the
interests of the board
would be different from
the interests of the dis-
trict,” Worden said. “We,
as the board, are the cli-
ent for our current attor-
neys.”

St. John asked if the
board would follow the

advice of the new coun-
sel, noting the board
voted earlier this year to
stop a planned health
clinic at Grosse Pointe
North High School even
though attorneys said
using sinking fund dol-
lars for the project was
acceptable under state
law.

“That was an ethical
issue, not a legal one,”
Ismail replied. “We
obtained that money for
certain uses and one of
them was not a joint ven-
ture with Beaumont

Women's Clothing and Apparel
19794 Mack Ave. Grosse Pointe Woods
313-821-4494

Hospital. What is legal
isn’t always ethical.”

Jeup said it was obvi-
ous St. John and Worden
were against the pro-
posal all along and were
“stirring the pot.”
Worden shot back that
she takes her fiduciary
duties seriously and “I
don’t appreciate being
told I'm stirring the pot
for asking questions.”

The majority ulti-
mately agreed to amend
the resolution using two
suggestions from St.
John and Worden, those
being that the amount
spent on outside counsel
be capped at $50,000 per
year and all communica-
tion with Collins & Blaha
would be shared with the
entire board. Each indi-
vidual contact with the
firm is capped at a $5,000
expenditure.

Under the resolution,
the board can ask the
president to seek advice
from the firm and con-
sult with the superinten-
dent whether or not the
district has already
received legal advice on
a particular issue from
either of its existing law
firms.
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Students win scholarships from SCS Community Chorus

The St. Clair Shores
Community Chorus
recently awarded its
2023 scholarships.

Grosse Pointe North
High School senior
Jake Sachs achieved
first-place honors with
his moving perfor-
mance of “If Ever I
Would Leave You” from
“Camelot.” Sachs will
attend the University of
Michigan-Ann Arbor
and plans to earn a
double major of politi-

cal science and
German.
Chippewa Valley

High School senior
Logan Leitch is the sec-
ond-place recipient and

he plans to attend
Dakota State University
to study cyber opera-
tions.

University Liggett
School senior Dahlia
Medvinsky earned the
third-place award. She
plans to go into musical
theater.

The chorus also
awarded a fourth-place
scholarship to Grosse
Pointe North High
School senior Naima
Wright, who plans to go
into education with a
minor in music. The
additional fourth-place
award was made in
memory of longtime
chorus member, Rose

Jake Sachs

Marie Sosnowski.
Scholarship recipi-
ents will be featured in
the St. Clair Shores
Community Chorus’s
“Music from The Hall
of Famers” cabaret din-

Logan Leitch

ner show May 4, at the
Assumption Cultural
Center, 21800 Marter,
St. Clair Shores.

“The chorus had a
very difficult job in
selecting this year’s

Dahlia Medvinsky

scholarship recipients
as all of the applicants
were very talented,”
Chorus President Kelli
Martin said.

The chorus rehearses
Monday nights at

Naima Wright
Triumphant Cross
Lutheran Church,

22310 E. 13 Mile, St.
Clair Shores. For ticket
and membership infor-
mation, visit scscom
munitychorus.org.

Kerby goes around the globe

Kerby Elementary School hosted
its first diversity event, “Around the
Globe,” on Jan. 17, featuring food
from around the world, including
Austria, Afghanistan, France,
Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq, Philippines,
Poland, Tounis, Nigeria, Brazil,

China, India, United States, Ireland
and Italy. Entertainment was pro-
vided in person by the Palestinian
Debke Dancers. The Kerby PTO,
which plans to host the event again
next year, thanked event sponsors,
Grosse Pointe Farms Public Safety

Departm

ent, Cardiovascular

Institute of Michigan and
Mohamad Ajjour, M.D., Fun
Zonez, Saros Real Estate Services,
Lucido Real Estate, Village Palm,
Legacy Critical Marketing and
Village Market.

Left,
Marisa
Bennett
brought
her favor-
ite Polish
foods —
pierogis
and kiel-
basa—to
share.
Right,
Cora
Campbell
proudly
waves a
flag at the
event.
Miekea
Ibekwe,
with her
third-
grade son,
Vincent
Ibekwe,
hosted a
table fea-
turing
African
masks,
wood art
and other
items from
Nigeria.
Kerby PTO Vice President Margi
Whittingham, left, and PTO COURTESY PHOTOS
President Jessica Safadi helped = The Zerling family dressed in authentic
serve food at the event. German attire during “Around the Globe.”
Kristen Campbell enjoys wotle
Middle Eastern food do- é@’ S}O
nated by Village Market. i O
C *
06 &
by & /

Correction

The story, “Questions
remain for South IA
building,” in the Feb. 23
edition, should have said
that $400,000 in architec-
tural and engineering
studies on what to do with
the building was ap-
proved by the Board of
Education as part of the
districtwide bond project,
but incremental spending
during the process did
not meet the threshold
necessary for each step to
need board approval.

Rz

Where Families
Find Fun For
Generations

Shop Online at whistle-stop.com
(586) 771-6770 | Mon-Sat 10-8 * Sun 12-5
21714 Harper Ave - 8 1/2 Mile, St. Clair Shores

@

There was quite a turnout for the diversity event.

PRIDES:
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Joelle Reich and
Cameron Kaess of the
City of Grosse Pointe
were named to the
President’s List at the
College of Charleston for
the fall 2022 semester.
Reich is majoring in biol-
ogy. Kaess is majoring in
chemistry.

1 22 4

City of Grosse Pointe
student Violet Whitmore,
a communication arts
major at Grove City
College, was named to
the Dean’s List with dis-
tinction for the fall 2022
semester. Whitmore is a

Joelle Reich

2021 graduate of Veritas
Scholars Academy.
L 224

Hollin Sutherland of
Grosse Pointe Farms was
named to the Dean’s List
at John Carroll University
for the fall 2022 semes-
ter.

mople & mill

17139 KERCHEVAL
GROSSE POINTE, MICHIGAN
313-571-3385

KITCHEN § BATH SHOWROOM

mon - FRI9 -5

AND
BY APPOINTMENT

@MAPLEANDMILLCO

MAPLEANDMILL.COM
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Historic signage, art tour coming to Village in °23

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

CITY OF GROSSE
POINTE — Among a
lengthy list of projects
Main Street Grosse
Pointe aims to implement
in The Village this year is
a business incubator
space in which multiple
micro-businesses would
set up shop under one
roof.

Comparable to a
smaller version of the
Rust Belt Market in
Ferndale, the intent
would be to bring in
carefully-vetted individ-
ual businesses to provide
a brick-and-mortar intro-
duction to the commu-
nity and potentially serve
as a feeder to larger
spaces in The Village.

Each would be
required to commit to at
least a six-month lease,
rather than a pop-up or
holiday concept; be
responsible for staffing
their own space; and
need to be open regular
business hours and par-
ticipate as part of The
Village community.

With a couple busi-
nesses already express-
ing interest, MSGP
Director Cindy Willcock
said she could see the
project coming to frui-
tion in 2023, dependent
largely upon finding the
right space.

“Although people think
we have a lot of vacan-
cies, we really don’t,” she
noted, “and oftentimes
deals are being worked

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

A Main Street Grosse Pointe project last year was to add lights to the clocktower, which have the ability to change color for different

holidays and events.

on behind the scenes for
a really long time — a
frustratingly long time —
that we can’t say any-
thing about and that the
property owners don’t
want to put out there
publicly.”

A number of such lease
deals currently are in the
works, as is another proj-
ect in partnership with
the Grosse Pointe
Historical Society aiming
to honor the history of
The Village with signage
recognizing significant
buildings, businesses
and moments.

“We don’t have maybe
historically significant
buildings,” Willcock
noted, “but we have his-
torically significant busi-
nesses that were housed
there or historically sig-
nificant people.”

With placement of
signs potentially on
buildings or freestand-
ing, the intent will be to
use creative ways to
ensure they compliment
The Village but don’t
blend in.

Examples of signage
that may be on the way
include the stories of the
Jacobson’s building and
former city manager
Tom Kressbach, after
whom Kressbach Place
was named.

As the weather gets
warmer, this year also is
set to see a fundraiser
slow-roll community
bike ride around The
Village and surrounding
areas, as well as a public
art event during which
various types of art will
be displayed in Village
businesses as part of a

zzoe0

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN!

CITY OF GROSSE POINTE FARMS
CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING SUMMARY

walking tour.

While one of MSGP’s
goals last year — imple-
menting Village-wide
Wi-Fi — is too costly to
currently be in the bud-
get, another similar goal
has traveled into this
year’s list. Adding music
and speakers to The
Village is closer to frui-
tion than ever, Willcock
reported, with a com-
pany having already
come out to assess the
needed equipment.

“I think music on the
street just enhances that
sense of place and it puts
a pep in your step,” she

said. “Even when you
don’t notice it, you notice
it, because it acts as that
little buffer to drown out
the everyday street
noise.”

The City of Grosse
Pointe Foundation has
expressed interest in
participating in the fund-
ing of the speaker sys-
tem, as well as the
implementation of per-
manent signage for The
Loop Social District.

“We’re fortunate that
they partner on a lot of
those things that are
above and beyond that
really add to the fabric,

not just here of course in
The Village, but through-
out the City of Grosse
Pointe,” Willcock said.

Other projects on tap
for 2023 include the pur-
chase of additional seat-
ing and tables for the
plaza areas, along with
bike racks; continuing to
update holiday decor;
working in partnership
with the City for the
redesign of the CVS lot;
and a significant new fall
event as “something that
hasn’t been done around
here,” Willcock said, and
which has yet to be
announced.

MOGK:

Continued from page 7A

sidered the need to protect the rights of
all Americans, thus the 14th
Amendment, which includes guaran-
teeing citizenship of those freed from
slavery. Like the 13th Amendment, his
words are also those of the first sen-
tence of the 14th Amendment:

“All persons born or naturalized in
the United States, and subject to the
jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the
United States and of the State wherein
they reside.”

Then, Howard led the effort to assure
the right to vote for slaves in adopting
the 15th Amendment:

Section 1: The right of citizens of the
United States to vote shall not be denied
or abridged by the United States or by
any State on account of race, color, or
previous condition of servitude —

Section 2: The Congress shall have
the power to enforce this article by
appropriate legislation.

Howard was one of six U.S. senators
to serve on the Joint Commission for
Reconstruction. No lawyer since our
founding fathers has made such signif-
icant changes to the U.S. Constitution.

In his lifetime, Howard wrote state
and national laws whose principles and
precepts are still observed today. In
addition to his monumental anti-slav-
ery contributions, he is responsible for

important Michigan legislation of the
19th Century regulating railroads and
investigating “wildcat banks.” Even
more importantly, he is responsible for
the nation’s first “whistle blower act,”
the Lincoln Law.

Howard is recognized as one of the
most conscientious, hardworking, sin-
cere and principled men in 19th cen-
tury America. He deserves honors for
his contributions to the laws of the
land. As U.S. Senator, he was in a posi-
tion to help create what America is
today.

Howard died April 8, 1871. The words
of the 13th Amendment are inscribed
on his monument in historic ElImwood
Cemetery in Detroit. Howard’s wish
was that his grave would be marked
with a tall obelisk and that if racial
equality had not been achieved by the
time of his death that the top of the obe-
lisk be broken, symbolic of his incom-
plete life’s work. To this day the obelisk
remains unfinished.

Grosse Pointe Park resident John
Mogk is a distinguished service profes-
sor at Wayne State University Law
School.

Editor’s Note: This commentary,
which examines the role Michigan U.S.
Sen. Jacob Howard, a Detroit resident,
played in establishing freedom and civil
rights for African Americans, will be
used to nominate Howard for a State
Bar Michigan Milestone Award.

Regular Meeting

Monday February 13, 2023

7:00 p.m.

Aregular meeting of the City Council for the City of Grosse Pointe Farms was held at City Hall, 90
Kerby Road and called to order at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, February 13, 2023, by Mayor Louis Theros.

Present: Mayor Louis Theros, Mayor Pro Tem John J. Gillooly, Councilmembers Sierra Leone
Donaven, Neil Sroka, Beth Konrad-Wilberding, Joe Ricci and Lev Wood. Absence: None.

Council approved the Minutes of the Regular Meeting held on January 9, 2023.

The Board of Zoning Appeals approved a variance to allow the construction of an attached garage
that encroaches into the rear and side yard setbacks at 115 Lake Shore Road.

and Cheryl A. Costantino
MOTIONS PASSED

CITY OF HARPER WOODS
WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN
SYNOPSIS: REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
FEBRUARY 22, 2023

The regular City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Valerie Kindle at 7:00 PM
ROLL CALL: All Councilpersons were present, except for Mayor Pro tem Vivian Sawicki

The Board of Zoning Appeals approved a variance to allow the construction of a garage roof that
exceeds 15’in height at 219 Cloverly Road.

Council approved a consent letter and agreement with AT&T regarding the replacement of City
Hall generator at 90 Kerby Road.

Council approved a Mid-Year Budget Amendments for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2023.
Council approved the POLC bargaining agreement.

Council approved an agreement for concessionaire services at Pier Park.
Council approved the Consent Agenda

a) Consideration of a request to re-appointment George Small to the Board of Review for a
term of three years expiring February 2026.

b) Consideration of a request to re-appointment Michael Brown, Stephen Hansen and Sheila
O’Hara to the Beautification Advisory Commission for a term of three years expiring
February 2026.

c) Consideration of a request for partial lane closures for the “5th Annual Run, Walk n Roll 5K
for Palliative Care at C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital” on Saturday, June 17, 2023.

d) Consideration of a Resolution approving the Plan Year 2023 CDBG Application.

e) Receive the 2022 Annual Planning Report and 2023 Work Plan from the City’s planning
consultant McKenna & Associates.

f) Consideration of a request to approve January 2022 invoices.

g) Consideration of a charitable gaming resolution for Brownell Middle School PTO.

Council received the January 2023 Public Safety Report.

Council received the Quarterly Financial Report for the Six Months Ended December 31,2022.
Council held public comment.

City Council adjourned the meeting at 8:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, Derrick Kozicki, Assistant City Manager / City Clerk
Published: Grosse Pointe News 3/2/2023

1) to excuse Mayor Pro tem Sawicki from tonight’s meeting due to a prior commitment.

2) To receive, approve and file the minutes of the regular City Council meeting held February 6,
2023 and furthermore receive and file the minutes of the Charter Review Subcommittee meeting
held on February 9, 2023 and the Cannabis Subcommittee meeting held on February 9, 2023.

3) That the agenda of the regular City Council meeting having been acted upon, the meeting
is hereby adjourned at 7:49 p.m.

RESOLUTIONS PASSED

1) (1) to approve the Accounts Payable/Payroll Vendor listing for Check Numbers 126426
through 126825 in the amount of $598,775.43 as submitted by the City Manager and Finance
Director, and further, authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the listing. (2) to approve
payment in the amount of $27,390.00 to Guardian Sewers for their assistance with several water
main breaks, water shut offs and gate valve repairs at various residential locations. (3) to approve
payment to Turf and Timber LLC in the amount of $13,150.00 for the removal of trees (4) to
approve payment to Simplified Business Solutions in the amount of $12,315.00 for the email
hosting, security and backups of our computer system for the month of and for IT support services
for all departments and the purchase of cables in conjunction with the phone installation.

2) to approve the “At Will” Employment Agreement between the City of Harper Woods/32A
District Court and Tamie Rice to serve as Court Administrator in content and form and further,
that the Mayor be authorized to sign the agreement.

3) to approve the Modification to the Employment Agreement between the City of Harper Woods
and Stephen Lindley, Assistant Director of Economic Development and further to authorize the
acting City Manager and the Mayor to sign the agreement on behalf of the City.

5) to approve payment to Doetsch Environmental Services in the amount of $4,758.75 for
Progress Payment No. 3 (Final) on the 2021 Sewer Cleaning & CCTYV Investigation, #180-259.
to approve payment to Doetsch Environmental Services in the amount of $7,069.20 for Progress
Payment No. 4 (Final) on the 2020 Sewer Cleaning & CCTV

Valerie Kindle, Mayor
Published: GPN, March 2, 2023

Leslie M. Frank, City Clerk
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Stepping up

Park teen
spearheading
sneaker collection

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

When Urania Meyers
was in middle school, she
volunteered to make
sandwiches through
Motor City Mitten
Mission, a nonprofit ded-
icated to helping the
homeless by providing
meals, clothing and blan-
kets, as well as other
items and services.

She provided that kind-
ness in the midst of the
COVID-19 pandemic,
making 400 sandwiches
to feed the homeless —
and feeling the immedi-
ate impact she made.

More recently, when
Meyers came across the
website gotsneakers.
com, she was struck with

a new idea.

“I was thinking of dif-
ferent ways to help peo-
ple in the community,
certain ways to give back
to those who need it,” she
said. “I found out about
this sneaker drive online
and thought it would be
cool to do for Motor City
Mitten Mission.”

The 15-year-old Grosse
Pointe South High
School sophomore did
some research and
enlisted help. In the
drive’s first 10 days,
donors brought nearly 90
pairs of sneakers to five
drop-off locations.

While some of the
shoes in excellent condi-
tion will go directly to
MCMM — they’ll be dis-
tributed to the homeless

— the rest will be sent to
GotSneakers, which
financially compensates
for every pair donated.

Depending on their
condition, athletic shoes
sent to GotSneakers
fetch anywhere from 25
cents to $7 per pair.
Meyers plans to give all
of those funds to MCMM.

Her goal is to raise
$1,000.

Meyers’ drive — which
she plans to host until
Saturday, April 1 —is for
athletic shoes only, but
she’s accepting all sizes,
children through adult.
The Grosse Pointe Park
resident thanked the
businesses serving as
drop-off locations for
their help.

They include:

# Iris Mortgage, 15214
Charlevoix, Grosse
Pointe Park

& Glitter and Scotch,
16906 Kercheval, City of
Grosse Pointe

& Aretee Therapeutic
Wellness Spa, 20559
Mack, Grosse Pointe
Woods

COURTESY PHOTOS

4 Salon Eleni, 21911
Greater Mack, St. Clair
Shores

Of course, Motor City
Mitten Mission, 24623
Harper in St. Clair
Shores, also is serving as
a drop-off site.

“Helping different peo-
ple is something I really
like doing,” Meyers said.
“I learned from my mom
about helping others. I
saw this as an opportu-
nity, with my mom'’s
encouragement, to help

A trunkful of donations will make its way to
gotsneakers.com to be exchanged for cash. The
drive continues until Saturday, April 1.

others. Knowing that I'm

Grosse Pointe Park teen Urania Meyers has organized a sneaker drive in which
shoe donations are compensated with cash, which will be donated to Motor

City Mitten Mission.

ing to help out, any old
sneakers can help,” she
added. “If you have old
sneakers you’re just
holding onto in your
house, they’ll be recy-
cled, so it’s not like
they’re going to waste.”

Statistically speaking

According to gotsneak-
ers.com, “most people
throw away their used
sneakers every 125 to

details that at least 200
million pairs of shoes and
sneakers end up in land-
fills each year. Such
shoes can take 30 to 40
years to decompose,
emitting harmful chemi-
cals in the soil and air
which cause pollution.
Additionally, the pro-
cess of manufacturing
sneakers, the site contin-
ues, produces large
amounts of carbon diox-

Through its recycling
program, GotSneakers
recycles and reuses
sneakers to keep them
out of landfills and to
reduce the need for the
manufacture of more
shoes and sneakers.
Since its inception,
GotSneakers has stopped
75 million pounds of CO2
from entering the atmo-
sphere. It also has recy-
cled and reused 2.5

helping different families
motivates me.
“I think if you’re will-

200 days without think-
ing about recycling.”
The website further

ide, which seriously million pairs of shoes.
affects climate change
and global warming.

Learn more at
gotsneakers.com.

Outreach etfort supports women new to treatment

By Jody McVeigh
Editor
The members of

Soroptimist International of
Grosse Pointe, or SIGP, have
been lending a hand to
Positive Images Inc., nearly
as long as it’s been around.

The Detroit-based recovery
center, operating since 1979,
“addresses the special needs
of adults and families recov-
ering from substance use dis-
orders, mental impairment,
co-occurring disorders,
social problems, medical
issues and/or environmental
problems,” by providing
intensive substance abuse
and mental health treatment,
transitional housing, shelter,
support services and refer-
rals.

“It’s very grassroots,” said
Diana Langlois, SIGP’s mem-
bership chair and the club’s
Positive Images liaison. “It
has no corporate sponsor-
ships or donors. Maisha
Kenyatta started it and it’s

ssir.com

completely grant funded. It’s
been operating on a shoe-
string for a number of years.”

Positive Images operates
two intake houses on East
Grand Boulevard, between
Mack and Charlevoix. One
sleeps 20, the other 12.

“It’s where they first come
when they come into the pro-
gram, whether the courts
ordered them to be there or
they came in by themselves,”
Langlois said. “... Because
it’s all grant-funded, the
amount of time they can
spend there is limited to 30
days.”

Women who complete the
30 days and would like to
continue with the Positive
Images program can apply to
live in a residential center.
That building, located at
Coplin and East Warren,
includes 32 studio apart-
ments.

“It used to be they could
stay there up to two years,”
Langlois said. “Since COVID,
the government cut back

PHOTO COURTESY OF DIANA LANGLOIS

Intake welcome kits contain a variety of useful items.

funding and now they can
only live there four months.
Then they have to pay rent to
stay there. They can stay in
the Positive Images program
through their recovery, then
Positive Images helps them
find transitional housing.”

During COVID, the popula-
tion at Positive Images
declined, as did the amount
of counselors serving the
women. Though numbers are
back on the rise, Positive
Images still has plenty of
needs.

Signature | Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

18000 Mack Avenue

Grosse Pointe, Ml 48230

SIGP has been volunteering
for Positive Images nearly 40
years, Langlois said. Among
the services the club offers
are an annual six-session
class during which women
focus on self-esteem activi-
ties, nutrition and career
opportunities; and an annual
Amherst Creative Writing
class. The club formerly
offered Parenting Life Skills
classes, as well as a Clothing
Closet, both of which have
been discontinued.

As for hands-on service
projects, two have been
recurring for years: Mother’s
Day bags consisting of jew-
elry, nail polish and files, a
magazine, journal and pen, a
spring-themed coffee mug
and scarf, as well as
Christmas baskets for the
holidays. Fifty bags and 50
baskets are prepared each
year.

This year, a third hands-on
service project was spear-

See OUTREACH, page 8B

313.888.8800
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Ama? wenldd

Reflecting on five decades of life in miniature

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Her whole life, Elizabeth Lubera has loved
to make things with her hands. She recalls
growing up in New York City and, while shop-
ping with her mother, bringing home leaves
and sticks and discarded wallpaper catalogues
to use in different projects.

“My mother was very tolerant in that way,”
the Grosse Pointe Shores resident said. “I
made all kinds of things from those (items).”

Her creative ways further were inspired by
a love of miniatures, which also developed
during childhood. A dollhouse on display at
Macy’s in NYC — and later the Thorne min-
iature rooms at the Art Institute of Chicago —
proved inspirational for Lubera.

“l wanted to get them, but it wasn’t until I
was an adult that I took classes and got train-
ing and was able to buy things. Miniatures are
very expensive.”

It was the 1970s when Lubera, who had
moved to Grosse Pointe, saw a miniature dis-
play by Grosse Pointe Woods sculptor Dorie
Krusze. She and some friends encouraged
Krusze to teach them to make miniatures from
scratch. Around the same time, she started
taking classes at Miniature Makers Workshop
in Royal Oak and also joined the Wee Bees, a
group of miniature enthusiasts.

“I've belonged to this wonderful group since
the late ’80s,” she said. “I'm still a member, but
not as active anymore.”

Over five decades, Lubera has amassed a
sizable miniature portfolio and is as enthusi-
astic about it now as she was when she started.

“It’s not a hobby,” she said. “Miniatures are
my life’s work. I feel very strongly about my
artistry. I just love sharing it with others.”

Lubera builds houses and furniture and ac-
cessories, adding realistic details to her cre-
ations that demonstrate her true dedication to
the work.

“With miniatures, I want them to have the
illusion that this isn’t a toy house,” she said.
“It’s a real house. The doors open. There are
electric lights hidden inside. There’s a window
ajar so you can look out and see leaves. Floors
are pegged with small pieces of cherrywood
that are measured to scale.”

Lubera’s first full room was a recreation of
a home in Little Compton, R.I., in which her
ancestor, John Coe, might have lived. Coe was
married to Sarah Paebody, the granddaughter
of John Alden and Priscilla Mullins, who trav-
eled on the Mayflower.

The room includes a replica of an actual
chair made by Alden — now housed in a Little
Compton museum — that Lubera crafted from
wood dowels and beads.

“For the seat, Dorie taught me exactly how
to rush a chair with a needle and thread,” she
said. “When it was all through, the seat looked
absolutely like a real chair.”

Other details of the Alden/Coe room include
fireplace “bricks” made of individual pieces of
wood; fall-colored “leaves” made from painted
cereal scattered on a rug in front of an open
door; and a miniaturized map of New England
at the time, a tribute to Coe, who was a sur-
Veyor.

“I love creating the illusion of reality,” Lu-
bera said, “of real people living there. In real
life, things fall over, people leave the door
open. It’s all part of the story.”

But her magnum opus — dubbed “The Little
House on Willow Tree Place” — is a Victorian
dollhouse Lubera started building in the 1980s.

“The colors are exact,” she said. “The win-
dows, banding, roof all have to be certain col-
ors to match a Victorian home. The windows
really open. I was able to find windows, take
out the plastic, add to them cardboard and
wood to make them look Victorian.”

A friend cut glass to fit them.

See MINIATURES, page 5B

COURTESY PHOTOS

Elizabeth Lubera, of Grosse Pointe Shores, above, has been making minatures and memories for
half a century. Her intricate creations are more than a hobby, they’re her life’s work. Lubera poses
with “Cape May Memories,” which she made for her granddaughter, Sarah. Lubera created “Tea Pot
Tea Room,” top, after visiting the Sweet Afton Tea Room in Plymouth with her daughter, daughter-
in-law and grandchildren.

Lubera’s tiny doors and

windows open and close.

Other details abound, such
A closeup of the living room from Lubera’s “Large Dollhouse,” as the autumn leaves made
above, featuring a miniature tea set, book and detailed decor. from painted corn flakes.

A full view

of the large
dollhouse on
which Lubera
based her book,
“Little House
on Willow Tree
Place.”
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SecOnd Time Around

By Margie Reins Smith

Request for a few do-overs, please

By Margie Reins Smith
Special Writer

I have a history of NOT asserting myself and standing up for what
[ believe is right. It’s how I was raised. Girls who grew up in the
1940s and 1950s were taught to:

* Be polite.

* Don't cause trouble.

* Don’t confront adults.

* Be kind.

* Ignore the bad stuff.

No, I don't have a “Me Too” story. Thankfully. But I have several
vivid memories of things I'd like to do over.

[ remember a misunderstanding I had with an adult — a man —
when [ was about 10 or 11 years old. My girlfriend’s piano teacher
was bragging to my friend’s mother about his superior method for
teaching music theory. I took lessons from a different teacher and
he wanted to show my friend’s mother that his way was better. My
girlfriend and I were seated next to each other at her piano.

He tapped me on the shoulder. “Key of E” he said. “Is it a sharp or
a flat key?” “Sharp,” I said.

He threw his head back, raised his hands above his head and clapped
sharply, then turned toward my girlfriend’s mother. “See?” he said.

[ knew I was wrong before he ever declared victory. I misunder-
stood the question. I knew what an F sharp was on the piano, but I
had never heard of an F flat. Hence my answer: “Sharp.”

Too late, I realized he was talking about key signatures.

I should have stood up immediately and said “I know the key of
F has one flat. It’s B flat.” I should have played the F scale on that
piano, right then and there in front of him. Ta daaaa.

I didn’t. I was polite. He was a grownup. I was not supposed to
correct or confront adults, even when they were wrong. This hap-
pened more than 60 years ago and I still remember the humiliation
I felt — not only for giving the wrong answer, but also for misunder-
standing the question and then NOT standing up for myself and my
teacher’s methods.

When [ was in my 20s, I remember being shocked to hear ac-
quaintances freely use the N word. Some of my acquaintances oc-
casionally spoke about people of different ethnicities, religions and
backgrounds using derogatory, degrading terms. I should have spo-
ken up and registered my disgust. I should have protested, should
have said, “The N word not only insults a whole group of people, it
also insults me because you think I'm willing to allow you to use it
in conversations with me.”

But no. I was polite. I swallowed my shock. I pretended I didn’t
hear it.

Of course, the same people continued to use degrading language

about other groups in my presence. Nobody knew my feelings
about it. I wish I could go back and voice my complaint. Back then,
I didn’t think my voice would be heard or that my opinion even
mattered.

When [ was a young mother, I had an experience that still haunts
me. [ wish I could rewind a tape and replay this incident so I could
stand up for myself and register anger at an indignity aimed my
way.

My husband was piloting our boat carefully into a slip at a port
somewhere in Lake Huron (I have forgotten the exact place). I was
on the bow, ready to toss a line to two men on the dock who were
going to help us tie up for the night. My three children, who were
10, 8, and 3, were on the back deck of the boat.

These two men were being helpful. They were standing in front
of me, on the dock, ready to catch the line when I tossed it.

They checked out my three beautiful daughters. The taller man
turned to his companion. He jerked his head sideways and pointed
his chin in my direction. He spoke in a stage whisper out of the side
of his mouth.

“She looks like a good breeder,” he said, with a smarmy little
smirk.

[ heard him clearly. What did I do?

Nothing.

[ am ashamed of this. It still embarrasses me. I wish I could go
back in time, secure that boat, then march over to Mr. Smartass and
confront him, face to face.

[ would put my hands on my hips and look him in the eyes. “I
heard that,” I would say. “I am not a horse. I am not a cocker span-
iel — although you could call me a b**** for talking to you like this.

‘I am a woman. I am the mother of those children and I resent
being objectified and referred to as if I were some kind of breeding
stock.”

It’s not 1979 anymore. It’s 2023, and attitudes have changed. I
hope Mr. Smartass’s attitude has changed.

I have changed, too. Ms. Polite doesn’t live here anymore. If this
incident happened today, I would track this guy down and scold
him.

My age — as well as the times — have something to do with the
increase in my assertiveness. Now that I'm a senior citizen, I am
less polite, not as kind, more confrontational and definitely more
troublesome.

Time is short. I can't ignore bad stuff anymore.

Margie Reins Smith is a former assistant editor for the Grosse Pointe
News. Though retired, she enjoys sharing her thoughts and memories
with readers. Share your comments on her columns may email editor@
grossepointenews.com and she will be sure to receive them.

CPR, AED
training at
The Helm

Important information
to know to save a life

Knowing CPR and how to use an
automated external defibrillator, or
AED, can be the difference between
life and death. And since most car-
diac arrests happen at home, hav-
ing the knowledge to step in before
emergency medical personnel arrive
truly can make a difference.

From 1 to 2:30 p.m. Monday, March
13, The Helm offers hands-on CPR
and AED training. A representative
from Community First Responder
will teach CPR and how to use an
AED, as well as provide information
about how to act quickly in an emer-
gency. The class is informative, but
fun and interactive.

Community First Responder has
been providing American Heart As-
sociation classes for 20 years and is
an AHA-authorized training site, as
well as approved by the American
Safety & Health Institute.

Cost for the program is $35 for
members, $45 for nonmembers.
Registration is required. Register at
helmlife.org or call (313) 882-9600.

030223

LOVE

Grosse Pointe

TheRiversGrossePointe.com
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Loss. Abrupt changes. Illness. No
one is immune to the serious life
challenges that can adversely affect
mental health. This especially in-
cludes those nearing retirement age
or already retired. Though the term
“golden years” suggests life in retire-
ment is one sunny day after another,
many individuals 60 and older are
dealing with emotional issues that af-
fect their wellbeing.

According to the World Health Or-
ganization, approximately 15 percent
of adults aged 60 and over suffer from
some sort of mental disorder. What
makes that statistic even more trou-
bling is that the WHO acknowledges
it likely doesn’t paint the most accu-
rate picture of seniors and mental
health, as depression is often undiag-
nosed among older men and women
and untreated because it co-occurs
with other issues affecting seniors.

The Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention have acknowledged
that late-life anxiety has not been
readily understood. However, much
progress has been made in recent
years thanks to a heightened aware-
ness of the problem. That means se-
niors now have ample resources to
use to learn what they can do to safe-
guard their mental health.

Recognizing warning signs

The National Institute of Mental
Health notes that recognizing signs
is the first step to getting treatment.
Mental health issues vary, and indi-
viduals with anxiety will likely expe-
rience different symptoms than those
with depression or physical problems
causing a feeling of despondency. But
the NIMH notes that the following
are some of the warning signs to alert
seniors and their loved ones to possi-
ble issues that can be helped.

UK

* Changes in mood or energy

* Increase or decrease in appetite

* Feeling flat

» Having trouble feeling positive

« Difficulty sleeping or oversleeping

* Difficulty concentrating

* Feeling restless, or on edge

¢ Increased worry or feeling stressed

* Anger, irritability, or aggressiveness

* Headaches, digestive issues, or pain

* Misuse of alcohol or drugs

* Sadness or hopelessness

* Suicidal thoughts

* Engaging in high-risk activities

* Obsessive thinking

* Compulsive behavior

¢ Interfering thoughts

* Abnormal behavior

* Seeing, hearing, and feeling things
that other people do not see, hear, or feel

Seeking help

Within the United States, seniors
can visit the NIMH Help for Mental
Illnesses webpage at nimh.nih.gov/
health/find-help to access contact
information for various groups that
help people in times of mental health
crises.

Behaviors that can be beneficial

The National Institute on Aging
notes that many cases of depression
cannot be prevented. However, the
NIA also notes that healthy lifestyle
changes can have long-term benefits
of seniors’ mental health.

Such changes include:

* Being physically active

* Eating a healthy diet that can re-
duce risk for diseases that can bring on
disability and depression

How seniors can
safeguard mental health

* Getting adequate sleep, which for
seniors is between seven to nine hours
per night

* Remaining socially active, regular
contact with friends and family

* Participating in activities you enjoy

* Sharing mental or physical health
issues or concerns with friends, family
members and your physician

More information on maintaining
good mental health for seniors is
available online at nimh.nih.gov.

CD rates

Compare rates to see
how we stack up.

Money Market Fund

6 months (as of 2/21/23)

4.80

Minimum deposit $1,000

12 months (as of 2/21/23)

4.90

Minimum deposit $1,000

Schwab Value Advantage
Money Fund® SWVXX

$0 investment minimum

The funds’ Investor Shares have no initial investment minimum;
however, Schwab systems require a minimum of $1 per trade.

4.48"

Minimum deposit $0

7-day yield
(with waivers) as of 2/17/23

2 years (as of 2/21/23)

4.75%

Minimum deposit $1,000

Competitive yields on money
market funds and CDs available
through Schwab could help you
meet your financial goals, and
that’s always a good thing.

Kyle Hecht

Branch Leader

20879 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe, M| 48236
313-743-0433

Call your local Schwab branch at 313-743-0433 or visit
schwab.com/GrossePointe to find out more.

charles

SCHWAB
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Certificates of deposit available through Schwab CD OneSource® typically offer a fixed
rate of return, although some offer variable rates. They are FDIC-insured and offered
through Charles Schwab & Co., Inc.

Investors in money market funds should carefully consider information contained in the
prospectus, or, if available, the summary prospectus, including investment objectives,
risks, charges, and expenses. You can request a mutual fund prospectus by calling
Schwab at 1-800-435-4000. Please read the prospectus carefully before investing.

You could lose money by investingin the Schwab Money Funds. SWVXX seeks to preserve the value of
yourinvestment at $1.00 per share, but cannot guarantee it will do so. SWVXX may impose afee upon
the sale of your shares or may temporarily suspend your ability to sell shares if the fund’s liquidity
falls below required minimums because of market conditions or other factors. An investment in the
Schwab Money Funds is not insured or guaranteed by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation or
any other government agency. The Schwab Money Funds’ sponsor has no legal obligation to provide
financial support to the Funds, and you should not expect that the sponsor will provide financial
support to the Funds at any time.

Past performance is no guarantee of future results. For the most recent 7-day yields, see schwab.com.

The 7-DayYield is the average income paid out over the previous seven days assuming interestincome
is not reinvested and it reflects the effect of all applicable waivers. Absent such waivers, the fund’s
yield would have been lower.
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Art & Orchids

—'The Whitcomb Estate

Built in 1915 by Nathaniel Hall Scott. Purchased by the Whitcombs in 1922, it served as

a family home and fine art gallery, with the orchid collection in the Conservatory.

In 1891, James Scripps’ daughter Anna Virginia Scripps married Edgar
Bancroft Whitcomb, a prominent Detroit businessman.

383 Lake Shore Road had been part of land belonging to Theodore Parsons
Hall. In the 1880s, he acquired a 63-acre parcel and built his summer house

named “Tonnancour.”

Visit a virtual
exhibit about the
Whitcomb Estate

the property.

oS When the house burned down in 1914, the property was
subdivided. A portion became part of the Country Club’s
golf course. Three of Hall’s daughters - Marie Hall Fuger,
Josephine Hall Irvine, and Nathalie Hall Scott - each built

new houses on the divided lake-front sites.

In 1922, Anna and Edgar Whitcomb purchased the Scott
house. It was torn down 30 years later by their son James,
who built the Spanish-style house which currently occupies

Anna Whitcomb and her head gardener William Crichton

cultivated rare and exotic orchids in the greenhouses on her
estate. Upon her death in 1953, the 600+ orchids were donated to the Belle

Isle Conservatory, which was renamed in

her honor in 1955.

www.gphistorical.org * (313) 884-7010
375 & 376 Kercheval Ave.
Grosse Pointe Farms, M1 42336
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Continued from page 2B

“Every bed — I do not use
glue — every bed I have in the
house has a mattress, a bottom
sheet and a top sheet that you
can pull back. Some of the beds
also have quilts.”

Another detail of the house
is a handmade wingback chair
featuring  hand-embroidered
fabric that took 16 years to
complete.

“I carried around the embroi-
dery in the right scale for 16
years,” Lubera said. “It took 16
years to get the nerve to cut it
up and put it on the chair.”

A side table with a real mar-
ble top — which she made at a
class at the International Guild
of Miniature Artisans school in
Maine — holds the Sherlock
Holmes book, “The Five Or-
ange Pips,” printed and bound
in miniature. Other accesso-
ries include a miniature hand-
blown glass lamp — that lights
up — made by master crafts-
man Francis Whittemore and a
hand-painted box from La Mai-
son du Poupee in France.

“When 1 sit down in my
family room to my miniature
and turn the lights on, I see
my old friends and people I
worked with, people I bought
things from, learned from,” Lu-
bera said. “Many of them are
gone, but they live on with me,
through me. I tell their story
through this house and their
miniatures.”

The details are what drive Lu-
bera, who devoted time to her
craft when not devoting herself
to her children and grandchil-
dren. Though she loves seeing
her work completed, she finds
joy in crafting each piece —
even the difficult ones. Creating
a quarter-scale violin, hanging
wallpaper to make it seamless,
winding up miniature spools of
thread and sticking labels to
them are among the challeng-
es she’s faced, but all of them
were worth the effort.

“My hands were very adept
at moving tiny things,” she
said. “There are so many things
I look at that I'm so glad I did.
Like the attic sewing room. I
thought I could not possibly
do that by myself. ... The work
table, the sewing box. I kept it
for six years before I got the
nerve to make it. The spools of
thread, I couldn’t get myself to
do them, but finally, I'm glad I
did.”

Lubera said she aims for
perfection. The artisan works
in full, half and quarter scale,
though the smallest is her fa-
vorite. She works in a variety
of media, from wood to metal
to textiles, making much of the
furniture herself.

“I'm the only one in Wee Bees
who does quarter scale,” she
said.

Lubera has made miniatures
to celebrate each of her six
grandchildren. A tea room in-
cludes a handmade easel hold-
ing a scaled-down photo of her
daughter, daughter-in-law and
five of her grandchildren.

“We went many times to
Sweet Afton Tea Room in Plym-
outh,” Lubera said. “It was re-
ally fun and the kids loved it.
I love to document things like
that that. It was such a big thing
in our family.”

Lubera’s love for miniatures
is a family affair, not only in
what she makes for them, but
for the inspiration she shares.

“We've all been inspired
by it,” her daughter, Deborah
Kawsky, said. “My daughter
and my niece love to sew and
knit. And my father, Dr. Richard
Lubera, he was always support-
ing her doing this. I'm amazed
at the way in which she has
merged artistry, history, travel,
collection. All of it comes to-
gether through the medium of
miniatures.

“It’s been fun for the whole
family,” she added. “Any time
my daughter and I go to Par-
is, we've bought miniatures,
like miniature porcelain plates.
Pretty much every family mem-

A detailed look at the kitchen in the
“Large Dollhouse,” right, reveals fine-
ly-painted plates, cups and cookware,
even in the little pantry. Lubera is won-
derfully meticulous in her realistic detail.
Here she has added a charming touch —
a baking project in progress, including a
measuring cup and a cracked egg on the
wood plank floor.

ber has contributed.”

Lubera so loves her cre-
ations, she wrote a book, “The
Little House on Willow Tree
Place,” that takes readers on a
tour through her big dollhouse.
Over the years, she has shared
her book and the story of the
people who live in the house
with many Grosse Pointe class-
es. Students and adults alike
often could not believe the pho-
tos in the book are not of a real
house, Kawsky said.

“I view my life’s work as a
merging of art and storytell-
ing,” Lubera noted. “I love look-
ing back, but I am now most
interested in looking forward
to inspire young people in cre-
ative endeavors, to give them
the thrill of working with their
hands. It’s so rewarding.”

A replica of a John Alden
chair, above, from Lu-
bera’s Alden/Coe Room.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Lubera made “Tree Stump House” for her
grandson, John. The amazing autumn-inspired
creation is replete with a fireplace and a bed
with a separate mattress, including upper and
lower sheets and a quilt. The table is set and
the cabinet stocked with tiny china and serving
pieces.

Navigating long-term care and the ‘look-back’ period

There are insurance benefits that seem so dis-
tant as to be unimportant when just beginning
a career or starting out in life. But the need for
coverage for things like long-term health care be-
come increasingly in focus as we age.

People quickly find that most healthcare plans
do not include provisions for long-term health
care, which was designed to pay for nursing fa-
cilities. Understanding how health plans work
and learning about potential financial reviews
for nursing home payment qualification is a good
idea for anyone concerned about financing their
future health care needs.

Health care basics

In the United States, health care is largely pri-
vately managed, with most employers offering
access to various health coverage plans. Govern-
ment subsidized plans include Medicare, which is
for retirement-age individuals and younger peo-
ple with disabilities. Medicaid is a joint state-and
federally-run government program that provides

health coverage to low-income individuals and
families.

Unless an individual meets low-income criteria,
nursing home care is paid for by the resident; oth-
erwise, people who qualify for Medicaid can have
their nursing home expenditures payed for by that
program. To receive Medicaid assistance, appli-
cants should expect a financial review, including
a look-back period.

What is the look-back period?

The senior health, finance and lifestyle resource
Senior Living advises that Medicaid is a “last re-
sort” method of financing nursing home costs. In-
dividuals are expected to use other means of pay-
ment first and “spend down” their assets. When
financial resources dwindle, Medicaid will kick in
to provide coverage.

To ensure that individuals simply do not trans-
fer money out of their accounts to avoid paying
for nursing home care by their own means, Med-
icaid requires a look-back period into applicants’

What's going on in the neighborhood?
ONE WAY TO KNOW FOR SUR