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Pier Park
pipe bomb
case inactive

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE
FARMS — A pipe bomb
found in a Pier Park
flower bed in early June
was “severely rusted and
appeared to have been
underwater for a long
period of time,” accord-
ing to an official incident
report released by the
Michigan State Police last
week.

Aside from reporting
the bomb was incapable
of detonating and its
placement likely was an
isolated incident, it is the
Farms department of
public safety’s stance not
to provide a narrative as
to how the bomb may
have ended up at Pier
Park, because there is no
proof to back up a poten-
tial statement.
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“I do believe there was
never a threat to the pub-
lic, but I can’t speculate
on anything,” Detective
Lt. Antonino Trupiano
said. “... It was not func-
tioning and it wouldn’t
have worked, so there
was never a threat and it
was extremely old.”

Director John Hutchins
previously said most of
the potential narrative
explanations “do not
involve the intent to
injure anyone.”

With the MSP’s inci-
dent report providing no
further leads, the case is
considered inactive,
“until we can find a new
lead or somebody comes
forward or we find some-
thing similar,” Trupiano
said, “but as of right now
we have no new leads and
we’re still kind of won-
dering how it got there.”

Street light
savings
could fund
one PSO

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE
PARK — It’s been said
that when Elvis entered a
room all the other guys’
chances dropped to zero.

Understanding what
that has to do with the
Park installing nearly
1,000 energy-efficient
street lights and saving
$542,636 in utility costs
over the next five years
depends on putting infra-
structure improvements
within the context of the
King’s 1968 song begin-
ning, “A little less conver-
sation, a little more
action, please.”

As the Park council
prepared June 12 to
endorse City Manager
Nick Sizeland’s recom-
mendation to have DTE
Energy replace old-fash-
ioned mercury and
sodium street lights with

See SAVINGS, page 2A
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Grosse Pointe Woods broke ground on planned upgrades at Chene-Trombley Park Saturday, June 24,
which will include a tot lot named after Phyllis DeMars.

Woods breaks ground on
Chene-Trombley Park upgrades

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE
WOODS — City council
and guests held a cere-
monial groundbreaking
at Chene-Trombley Park
Saturday, June 24, but
now it’s time for the
heavy equipment.

“This is going to be a
wonderful addition to
our park system,” Mayor
Art Bryant said. “It’s
going to be much more
aesthetically pleasing,

too.”

The park was closed
early June to begin get-
ting it ready for the
upgrades.

The original bids for
the project came in two
to three times higher
than anticipated, accord-
ing to City Administrator
Frank Schulte.

“This was a collabora-
tive effort between the
administration and our
public services depart-
ment to reach out to local
vendors and we were

able to bring the project
in according to budget,”
he said. “The equipment
will be here in July and
we hope to have it done
by the end of August.”
Total cost of the project
is $561,000. That includes
$366,000 from the city’s
budget and nearly
$195,000 from the Grosse
Pointe Woods
Foundation and the fam-
ily of Phyllis A. DeMars.
A tot lot within the park
will be named for
DeMars, a Woods resi-

dent and longtime educa-
tor who passed away last
year. The lot will be
wheelchair accessible
and include a friendship
swing.

The foundation also
received a $10,000 grant
from Ralph C. Wilson, Jr.
Legacy Funds for the tot
lot.

“I'm extremely pleased,
as is the whole council,
that the family stepped
forward to help the foun-

See PARK, page 2A

GPEA voices concerns over contract talks

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer
THE GROSSE

POINTES — A press
release from the Grosse
Pointe Education
Association Thursday,
June 29, said lack of a
new contract puts the
Grosse Pointe Public
School System at risk of
“a mass exodus of quali-
fied educators.”

The current two-year
contract between the
union and school district
expires Aug. 15.

“The local educator
shortage is placing our
children’s future at risk,”
GPEA Co-President
Jackie Shelson said in the
release. “We must settle
the contract and provide
certainty to our educa-

tional community so we
can recruit highly quali-
fied educators to our dis-
trict as well as keep great
teachers in our class-
rooms.”

Board of Education
President Ahmed Ismail
said the negotiating com-
mittee “has been working
diligently with the admin-
istration to reach a fair
and equitable contract,”
adding the committee has
been meeting with
Superintendent Jon Dean
weekly.

The committee includes
Vice President Lisa
Papas, Treasurer Sean
Cotton and Trustee
Valarie St. John.

“We are proud that
year after year Grosse
Pointe schools has been
in a position to continue

to offer a highly competi-
tive compensation pack-
age to our teachers and
other staff members
along with excellent
working conditions,”
Dean said. “We are confi-
dent that the bargaining
teams for both the district
and its teachers will reach
agreement on a new col-
lective bargaining agree-
ment before the start of
the new school year.”
The GPEA release goes
on to say nearby districts
have settled their con-
tracts “with wage
enhancements and fair
working conditions,” and
“the uncertainty has left
many Grosse Pointe
teachers with no choice
but to leave the school
district and easily find
employment in nearby

districts with higher pay
and better working con-
ditions.”

A human resources
report approved by the
board Tuesday, June 20,
shows 11 teachers
“resigned for personal
reasons.”

Taryn Loughlin, GPEA
co-president, told the
Grosse Pointe News
some of those teachers
already have taken jobs
in other districts, as have
some of the 15 teachers
who retired from GPPSS
this year.

“The longer this takes,
the more teachers feel
uneasy,” she said. “We
don’t want more to
leave.”

Loughlin said the union

See GPEA, page 3A
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Change in
auditors

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK
— In the deep and narrow
subculture of auditing hu-
mor, practitioners of the
cold-hearted profession
are likened to ghouls
showing up after a battle
to bayonet the wounded.

It’s all a numbers game
and the ones adding up
best these days in Grosse
Pointe Park mind their
credits and debits at Yeo
& Yeo CPAs & Advisors.

The century-old firm
beat two competitors this
month for a five-year con-
tract to become the city’s
new auditor.

A first-year base cost of
$46,500 grows 2 percent
each remaining year for a
grand total of $242,090.
Extras cost extra.

Company officials
included among their ref-
erences the cities of St.

Clair Shores and
Rochester.
Y&Y'’s pitch also boasts

of 10 municipal clients
earning Government
Finance Officers
Association certificates of
achievement for excel-
lence in financial report-
ing.

“This is another step in
the process of moderniz-
ing our finances and bud-
get,” said Councilman
Max Wiener, motioning
during the June 12 council
meeting to authorize the
contract. Unanimous
approval followed.

A committee consisting
of City Manager Nick

Sizeland, Assistant
Manager Warren Rothe,
new Finance Director
Ginger Moriarty and new
Clerk Meaghan
Bachmann interviewed
representatives of all
three firms seeking the
job.

Moriarty’s written rec-
ommendation to the coun-
cil included, “The overall
recommendation for audit
services is based on the
firm’s proposal and inter-
view, with an emphasis on
the firm’s experience,
total government audit
experience, the audit
approach and team (and)
the firms’ ability to rotate
partners with future
renewals.”

“The firm currently pro-
vides services for more
than 130 governmental
units,” Yeo & Yeo
Principal Ali N. Barnes
wrote in a cover letter and
support material within
the bidding document.

Area offices are in
Auburn Hills, Ann Arbor
and Southgate.

“We utilize a team
approach to staffing audit
engagements based on
the required skill sets of
the team, rather than
where the office is physi-
cally located,” Barnes
continued. “Because of
this we may draw on gov-
ernmental professionals
who are based in any of
our offices. This approach
ensures your engagement
is staffed with profession-
als with government
account and auditing
experience.”

PARK:

Continued from page 1A

dation,” Bryant said.
“This will be a much big-
ger improvement than
initially anticipated.”

Bethany Matus,
DeMars’ daughter, told
the crowd she has felt the
excitement of the com-
munity about the new
park.

“Phyllis dedicated her
life to her family, to her
community and to chil-
dren with special needs
through her God-given
talents,” Mathus said.
“As a mother myself of
three tot-aged children,
two with hypotonic cere-
bral palsy, it is so special
that the city embraced
our desire for adaptable
and accessible play
equipment.”

Schulte said improve-
ments will include new
restrooms, a pavilion,
picnic tables and a walk-
ing path. Landscaping
and lighting will be
improved and the chain-
link fence around the
park will be replaced
with a lower, vinyl-
wrapped one to give bet-
ter sight lines into the
park.

A security system with
cameras and a speaker,
similar to those added to
Ghesquiere Park last
year, will be installed.
The cameras will be
motion activated and
monitored by Pointe
Alarm.

“If someone is there
after hours, they can use
the speaker to tell them
to leave,” Schulte said. “If
they won’t leave, dis-
patch is notified.”
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Police push back on ‘push outs’

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

CITY OF GROSSE
POINTE — Detectives in
the City of Grosse Pointe
are sending a message:
Quit shoplifting from
Kroger.

Alongside thefts of cat-
alytic converters in the
Woods and those of Kias
throughout the Pointes,
thefts from The Village
anchor store at 16919
Kercheval long have
played a reprising role in
Grosse Pointe News pub-
lic safety reports, but only
in the last two years or so
have swapped their cliff-
hanger “investigation is
ongoing” endings for
finales of arrest and pros-
ecution.

One repeat offender
years ago told officers
people steal from the
Kroger location because
“it’s easy,” but that cer-
tainly isn’t the case any
longer.

Of the 27 retail frauds
from Kroger reported to
the City department since
July 1, 2022, the respon-
sible parties in all but
three have been identi-
fied and charged.

“A lot of it stems from,
you see around the coun-
try where there’s a
decrease in emphasis on
prosecuting crime and I
think people thought they
could get away with it
here,” Detective Mike
Narduzzi said. “I think
that’s part of it and we
weren’t having it.”

The catalyst to the
crackdown was the per-

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Three Pointe departments responded to Kroger in May when four suspects
were spotted entering the business after just having stolen $125 worth of alco-
hol and hygiene products from a business on The Hill. Through a miscommuni-
cation during which officers at first believed there to be only three suspects, the
fourth — a 47-year-old Warren man — initially walked away from the scene.
Minutes later, Detective Mike Narduzzi caught up with him on Cadieux and

conducted the final arrest.

fect combination of a new
store manager who
implemented a zero-tol-
erance policy and
Narduzzi’s transition to
the City in August 2021,
following a 25-year
career in the Park.

Since he began, reports
of thefts of more than
$100 from the store have
decreased from multiple
a week to one every cou-
ple of weeks, which he
credits to a team effort
and “good old-fashioned
detective work.”

As 90 percent of the
cases were reported to the
department after the
criminal was long gone —
thefts through the U-scan
self-checkout area in par-

ticular often are noted by
employees and the secu-
rity footage reviewed by
management the next
day, before a report to
public safety is made —
Narduzzi takes any num-
ber of avenues to identify
suspects, including work-
ing off partial license
plates captured on park-
ing lot security footage;
descriptions of cars; facial
recognition software; and
backtracking through
other people when some-
one else’s card is used to
make a partial payment.
Whether unaware or
apathetic about the risk
of being charged with a
misdemeanor, as well as
being required to pay

court costs and restitu-
tion back to the store,
some thieves simply load
up a cart of groceries and
casually push it out —
dubbed “push-out thefts”
— and others steal via
self-checkout, keeping up
appearances by scanning
and paying for a small
number of items, yet
walking out with triple
the amount. One espe-
cially creative thief ear-
lier this year swapped out
tags, attempting to get
away with purchasing a
$15 steak for the price of
baby food.

The reasons behind
theft from Kroger, offi-

See POLICE, page 4A

Pictured
from left are
Marlene
Harle,
Georgeanne
LeDuc, Fox
Creek
President
Lynn
Detwiler
(standing)
and Nancy
Bierley.

COURTESY
PHOTO

Honorary members

Three women became honorary members of the
Fox Creek Chapter of Questers at its June meet-
ing: Marlene Harle, who has been a Quester for 48
years; Georgeanne LeDuc, a Quester for 45 years;
and Nancy Bierley, a Quester for 41 years. The
membership classification is reserved for those
who have served 40-plus years as active members
of the group. A tribute was given to each woman,
including a certificate from the Quester State
President and a bouquet of yellow roses.

The Questers, an international organization,
support two college students: one at Winterthur/
University of Delaware and the other at Columbia
University Graduate School. Both students study
art conservation, architecture, planning and pres-
ervation. Local Questers support historic preserva-
tion, restoration and education at a more local
level, including the Provencal-Weir House.

Additional information on the Questers, founded
in 1944, may be found at michiganquesters.org
and questers1944.org.
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modern light-emitting
diodes, Councilman
Vikas Relan brought up a
lost opportunity.

He said to Sizeland,
“Nick, I'm going to throw
a name out here we
haven’t heard in a while:
(former Councilwoman)
Aimee Fluitt.”

Fluitt resigned from the
council after all of her
political coterie lost re-
election or election bids
in 2021, and left town on
a letter calling the com-
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munity racist.

“We started the sus-
tainability committee
with you in 2019,” Relan
told Sizeland. “We talked
about having DTE pres-
ent to us about this. It’s
well overdue. I'm glad
we’re doing it.”

Sizeland let it go.
Questioned about it later,
he said, “It takes two to
tango.”

Mayor Michele Hodges
served on council with
Fluitt and beat one of her
political allies in the may-
oral race.

“To me,” Hodges said,
“it’s all about getting stuff
done, understanding how
to do that and under-
standing management to
the point where you can
take it beyond the idea
stage and actually bring it

to fruition. We have posi-
tive momentum to do
that.”

“It takes the city coun-
cil and administration
working together,”
Sizeland said.

“And a really keen eye
to produce results and
separate that from every-
thing else — putting all of
the noise out here,”
Hodges said, sweeping
her hand as though elimi-
nating something unnec-
essary, “and keeping the
focus on what’s impor-
tant and going to push
you forward.”

Councilman Max
Wiener, chairman of the
infrastructure committee,
motioned to approve
terms with DTE.

“Manager Sizeland’s
been working on this for

25305 Little Mack Ave. Saint Clair Shores, M| 48081
(586) - 343 - 8253

Residential & Commercial |

Irrigation Installation & Repair ® Outdoor Lighting

quite some time,” Wiener
said. “He’s had a number
of meetings with vendors
to figure out the best sav-
ings.”

Conversion will take
about three months to
complete, according to
Sizeland.

Wiener said the project
addresses three issues.

“One,” Wiener said, “it
improves the quality of
service for residents
because we’re going to
standardize lighting with
better quality lighting.
Two, it capitalizes on our
sustainability goals
because we’re going to
dramatically reduce our
energy usage. And three,
it saves a ton of money.”

The city’s return on
investment is less than 1
1/2 years.

“Then on, we’re look-
ing at $108,000 a year we
didn’t have before,”
Wiener said. “That’s (the
cost of hiring) one public
safety officer, pretty
much.”

“This is an opportunity
to see what we can save
for the long term,”
Sizeland said.

Hodges summed it up
by saying, “Another bud-
get-relieving measure.”
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Arbor Day poster winners selected

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK
— Fourth-grade student
Jean Marc Paines-
Franklin, winner of this
year’s Arbor Week Poster
Contest in the Park, was
at a loss to explain the in-
spiration for his image of
a tree with a heart embla-
zoned with “Earth’s soul”
and the slogan, “Respect
trees like you respect peo-
ple.”

“I didn’t really think
about it,” he said.

Almost the same with
runner-up Grace
Williams regarding her
poster of two trees inter-
twined in front of a red
and yellow sunset and the
slogan, “He who plants a
tree, plants hope.”

“It’s the only thing I
could think of,” said
Williams, a student of
Karen Frakes at Maire
Elementary School.

The city council hon-
ored Paines-Franklin,
Williams and runner-up
Sarah Maxwell Monday,
May 8.

Maxwell, a Defer
Elementary School stu-
dent, was absent. Her
poster showed a tree’s
root system. Her slogan,

PHOTOS BY BRAD LINDBERG

Left, Jean Marc Paines-Franklin, a fourth-grade student of Jane Nugent at Defer Elementary School, shows his Arbor Day Poster con-
test winner during the Monday, May 8, Park city council meeting. Right, runner-up Grace Williams is a student in Karen Frakes’
fourth-grade class at Maire Elementary School.

“Inside every tree is a
home,” supported her
renderings of animals in
and around the tree.

All three students
earned certificates of rec-
ognition, T-shirts and city
knickknacks.

Paines-Franklin, in
Jane Nugent’s class at
Defer, was presented $50

by Mayor Michele
Hodges.

“Thank you for leading
us down the path toward
green,” Hodges told the
students.

This is the 40th year of
the city poster contest,
held among Park fourth
graders in celebration of
Arbor Week, the week

leading to Arbor Day,
always the last Friday in
April.

“We had 98 partici-
pants from a pool of 152
students in seven class-
rooms at three schools,”
said Pat Deck, chair of
the contest and member
of the Park Beautification
Commission.

Nugent’s had the high-
est level of participation
with 21 of 25 students.

“Students do such a
great job,” Deck said.
“Every poster will be dis-
played with special prom-
inence throughout the
Park business commu-
nity and at city hall.”

“We give each fourth

grader a white pine seed-
ling as well, which is the
state tree of Michigan,”
said Brian Colter, city for-
ester.

The poster contest and
other tree-related pro-
grams qualified the Park
as an Arbor Day
Foundation Tree City
USA for the 40th year.

Woods hosts Narcan training

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE
WOODS — Some 100
people attended a
Narcan training session
at the city’s community
center Monday, June 26,
in response to three fa-
tal drug overdoses earli-
er in June.

The training was
coordinated by The
Family Center of Grosse
Pointe and Harper
Woods and Families
Against Narcotics, or
FAN.

As of press time,
Grosse Pointe Woods
Public Safety Director
John Kosanke said he
still was waiting for
autopsy and toxicology
reports to determine
what killed three people
at two different houses
the evening of Saturday,
June 10. The deceased,
all in their 20s, included
a male and two females.
Kosanke previously
confirmed the females
were sisters.

“This is something
that affects every age

group, regardless of
socio-economic status
or race,” said Marissa
Engardio, rescue pro-
gram supervisor for
FAN. “But we have to
keep in mind it’s not a
moral failing. It’s a dis-
ease caused by a chemi-
cal imbalance.”
Engardio told the
audience opioids cover
a wide range of drugs,
including morphine,
heroin, vicodin and per-
cocet, and come with a
high risk of dependency
and abuse. Fentanyl, a
synthetic opioid, is at
least 50 times stronger
than morphine and
affects the body much
faster than other drugs.
“Of the 300 overdose
deaths every day
nationally, 73 percent
involve opioids,”
Engardio said. “Of
those, 65 percent
involve fentanyl.”
Each attendee
received a free kit of
Narcan — the most
common brand name of
naloxone — including
two doses of four milli-
grams each as Engardio

GPEA:

Continued from page 1A

and administration have
met six times since May.

“Some of the teachers
who left were with the
district 15 years, which is
a long time,” she added.
“But they are looking for
stability and went to dis-
tricts with multi-year con-
tracts with raises each
year.”

The 2023-24 fiscal year
budget, also approved by
the board June 20,
includes $875,000 for
teacher salary increases.

Loughlin called that “a
start,” and said the GPEA
is looking for another
multi-year contract.

“I'm not sure that’s
what we’ll get, but it’s
always helpful,” she said.
“It helps retain and attract
teachers.”

The current contract
says the union will not
“direct, instigate, partici-
pate, encourage or sup-

port any strike against
the Board by any teacher
or group of teachers” dur-
ing the term of the agree-
ment.

When asked what
could happen if no con-
tract is in place when
classes start in
September, Loughlin
said, “I hope we don’t
have to cross that bridge”
and that she remains
hopeful.

While teacher strikes
are illegal in Michigan,
sickouts are not uncom-
mon. Some 116 GPEA
members called in sick —
nearly twice the usual
amount — on April 28,
2021, after the board
voted to continue in-per-
son learning and alter
distancing and quaran-
tine guidelines.

The news release came
a day after the Michigan
House and Senate
approved a $21.5 billion
education budget that
includes a $458 increase
in per-pupil funding.

explained how to use
the nasal spray.

“An overdose starts
with a lack of oxygen to
the brain, which leads
to unconsciousness and
then the person stops
breathing,” she said. “A
dose of Narcan releases
the opioids from the
body’s receptors and
then the brain remem-
bers how to breathe
again.”

The final stage of an
overdose, however, is
cardiac arrest, at which
time Narcan doesn’t
work and CPR is
required.

“If you think someone
is overdosing, look for
small pupils and shal-
low breathing,”
Engardio said. “If they
are unresponsive and

won’t wake up from
shaking or running
your knuckles along
their breastbone, those
are pretty good signs.
Also look for pale,
sweaty skin and blue
lips.”

Engardio said one
dose is usually enough,
but if a second dose is
administered, it’s help-
ful to use the opposite
nostril. It’s most effec-
tive if the person is lay-
ing down with their
head tilted back.

“Don’t give two doses
at once, but if there’s no
response after three
minutes, give the sec-
ond dose,” she said. “It
doesn’t hurt if you’re
wrong because there

See NARCAN, page 5A
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The Week Ahead

MONDAY, JULY 10

# Grosse Pointe Woods City Council meeting, 7 p.m.
# Grosse Pointe Farms City Council meeting, 7 p.m.

# City of Grosse Pointe City Council meeting, 7 p.m.

# Grosse Pointe Park City Council meeting, 7 p.m.

TUESDAY, JULY 11

# Grosse Pointe Shores Finance Committee meeting,

noon

# Grosse Pointe Woods Citizens’ Recreation
Commission meeting, 7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 12

# Grosse Pointe Woods Beautification Advisory
Commission meeting, 7 p.m.
# Grosse Pointe Park Planning Commission meeting,

7p.m.

THURSDAY, JULY 13

# Grosse Pointe Park TIFA board meeting, 7 p.m.
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Pointer’s journey to health, wellness
brings about career of purpose

By Anne Gryzenia
Publisher

Tina Allor has had
quite a journey getting
to where she is today.
She has drawn upon her
experiences and capital-
ized on her educational
background to help oth-
ers get on a path to well-
ness and success. Now
Grosse Pointers may
reap the benefits of her
hard work.

A Grosse Pointer for
nearly 20 years, Allor
has earned many
degrees within the
health and wellness
space, such as a bache-
lor’s degree in physical
and health education
and a master’s degree in
sports administration
from Wayne State
University. Recently,
she received a Health
and Wellness Coaching
baccalaureate certificate
from the University of
Wisconsin/Steven’s
Point and National
Wellness Institute.

However, that was not
before writing the cur-
riculum and teaching for
20 years — and counting
at Macomb
Community College.
Allor created the Health
and Wellness Promotion
associate of applied sci-
ence degree and co-cre-
ated the Exercise
Science associate of
applied science degree
at MCC.

Aside from her con-
tinuing education, she is
a super mom of sorts.
Her children are always
with her — quite liter-
ally, as she was preg-
nant while she earned

both of her college
degrees. Allor always
has stepped in when
help was needed. From
coaching sports, to
working the senior all-
night parties to chairing
swim teams, organizing
spirit packs and working
tirelessly for the Grosse
Pointe North Booster
Club to raise more than
$80,000 for new tennis
courts, the list of her vol-
unteer positions is long.

Both of her children
are Grosse Pointe North
High School and
Michigan State
University graduates
and both currently
reside in Grosse Pointe
Park, much to her
delight. She loves her
community and connec-
tions.

“One of the things I
love most about Grosse
Pointe is the connection
you make with people,”
she said. “I have met so
many amazing friends
and they rally around
you without question
through the good and
bad times. I feel very
blessed to have those
people in my life.”

During the times of
raising children who
played multiple travel
sports, earning degrees,
working and volunteer-
ing, Allor did not put
herself first. She wasn’t
feeling her best in any
area, she said. She felt
tired, unhappy with how
she looked or felt and
was consistently
stressed. After years of
this, and a bit of self-
reflection, Allor decided
to take action.

She became certified

COURTESY PHOTO

Tina Allor, center, with her children, JD and Sydnie.

in wellness coaching,
which created the per-
fect combination of her
skills and experience.
The educator, coach, fit-
ness aficionado, lifelong
learner and practical life
experience aligned per-

fectly to form
“Reimagine You” coach-
ing.

“Wellness coaching is
about listening and sup-
porting,” she said. “It’s
an opportunity to help
people change their
lives. I am just super
passionate about what I
do and when I see peo-
ple succeeding each
week with their goals
and the confidence they
develop within them-
selves, it just makes me

happy.”
True to form, Allor

maintained her commit-
ment to obtaining her
wellness certification
during one of the most
challenging times of her
life. An unexpected and
unusual bladder cancer
diagnosis tried to throw
a wrench in her plans,
but Allor wasn’t having
it. She passed her exam
nine days after undergo-
ing surgery to remove
the tumor and although
she remains vigilant in
her re-checks and main-
tenance, she hasn’t
looked back. It just
serves as another
reminder and motivator
to stay healthy and con-
tinue her life of well-

ness.

Allor’s advice to every-
one is to “be your own
health advocate and be
in tune with your body.
When 1 first noticed
something was wrong, I
immediately jumped on
it. In less than four
weeks, I saw three dif-
ferent doctors and had
surgery to remove the
tumor and three weeks
later I started my treat-
ments. If I had not
pushed and listened to
my body I would be in a
very different situation.
Finally, don’t take ‘no’
for an answer from your
doctors. Many will say
it’s a low probability, but
at the end of your day it
still happened to me.”

When she’s not help-
ing others with their
wellness journeys, Allor
enjoys spending time
with her family and
friends, as well as travel-
ing, splitting time
between Naples and
Grosse Pointe. She also
worked more than two
years on obtaining
Italian citizenship for
herself and her family.

“It wasn’t easy due to
certain requirements
that were needed,” she
said. “It was a lot of
work and money, but
totally worth it. We got
approved last summer.
It’s something that will
be passed down to my
future grandkids and so
on.”

To reach Allor with
questions about well-
ness coaching, visit rei-
magineyoucoaching.
com or find her on
Instagram @reimag-
ineyoucoaching

A wellness
coach’s top tips:

Certified health and wellness
coachTina Allor has important
tips to help anyone interested
in getting healthier started on
their journey, including:

1. Decide if you're really ready
to make changes. Your heart
and mind have to be ready for
the journey or it will be hard to
stay with it. The journey will be
much easier if you are ready
forit.

2.Knowledge is power.The
more you learn and educate
yourself, the better options
you have in making the best
choices for yourself. Don‘t rely
on the internet because there
is a lot of false information out
there and it can be confusing.
There are credible people and
resources available to guide
and support you.

3. Be consistent. Consistency
is the key to success. The key
to longterm lifestyle changes
is consistency. You won't see
results if you're not consistent
with your exercise, diet, stress
management, etc. This is true
for many other things in life
too.

4. Start small. Permanent
change doesn’t happen over-
night. There are no quick fixes
that will last forever. Small
changes make the biggest dif-
ferences. Slow progression
means permanent change.
The more you try to do atonce,
the more you put yourself at
risk for failure.

5. Putyourself first. It's OK to
take time to take care of you.
It's important you know your
worth and that putting your-
selffirstis the best way to take
care of the ones you love.
People feel guilty for doing
good things for themselves.
We spend money all the time
on things we don’t need or
that are fleeting. Spending
money to improve your health
and wellness is priceless.

POLICE:

Continued from page 2A

cers have discovered, are
varied. Some people steal

the food because they are
in need; however, if the
stolen items are meat,
seafood, Tide PODS or
Red Bull, these more
often are given to dealers

in exchange for narcot-
ics.

Other thieves, specifi-
cally a 45-year-old Grosse
Pointe man who lives
right around the corner

318=-822=0800

15139 KERCHEVAL, GROSSE POINTE PARK

£2900

TOP 5%

042723

PROUDLY SERVING
THE POINTES
AND
SURROUNDING AREAS

from the business and
was caught stealing wine
last November, told City
detectives he thought no
one would care about a
minor theft less than

$1,000.
“He was mistaken,”
Narduzzi said. “... We

decided we were going to
crack down on this
because it’s a quality-of-
life issue for the residents
here and we wanted to
send a message that if
you’re going to come to
Grosse Pointe City and
(commit) retail fraud
from anywhere, chances
are, you're going to get
caught.”
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Pension idea

sweetens

employment deal

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK
— A change in the munic-
ipal pension program
could save the city money
and make it easier to at-
tract key employees,
namely public safety offi-
cers.

“What took us so
long?” said Councilman
Martin McMillan, chair-
man of the public safety
committee.

McMillan seconded
Councilman Max
Wiener’s motion June
12, for the Park to com-
port with the Michigan
Reciprocal Retirement
Act 1961, known as
Public Act 88.

“The act provides for
the preservation and
continuity of retirement
system service credits
for public employees
who transfer their
employment between
units of government,”
City Manager Nick
Sizeland said.

In other words, munic-
ipal employees, includ-
ing 10 members of the
Park public safety
department who began
their work lives in other
jurisdictions, would be
eligible to credit their
prior work experience
toward overall retire-
ment benefits.

Yet, the Park wouldn’t

be liable for paying all
the accrued benefits,
only those gained while
working for the Park.

“This is a slam dunk,”
McMillan said.

“It’s also a recruitment
tool as we’re looking to
recruit new employees,”
Sizeland said. “A lot of
our public safety officers,
as well as public works,
would be able to retain
credits from those (prior)
communities. The
(retirement benefit) lia-
bility for Grosse Pointe
Park is only for the years
they serve here.”

He explained the cost-
saving component by
applying the policy to a
hypothetical Park
employee with eight
years prior employment
elsewhere.

“If Act 88 were to be
adopted, the employee
could retire from the
Park with a 17-year pen-
sion instead of 25 years,”
Sizeland said. “This
would result in a pension
savings to the Park of 34
percent for this
employee.”

All the other Grosse
Pointes, Harper Woods
and St. Clair Shores are
among more than 400
Michigan communities
participating in Act 88.

The City of Grosse
Pointe signed up first

See PENSION, page 5A
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City of Grosse Pointe

Nothing to report per
dispatch.
— Laurel Kraus
Report information
about these and other
crimes to the City of
Grosse Pointe Public
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Shores

Honest driver

A 39-year-old Detroit
woman was arrested for
drunken driving around 4
p-m. Wednesday, June 28,
after being pulled over on
eastbound Vernier near
Lakeshore.

The stop was made
after an alert from the
Harper Woods Public
Safety Department. When
approached by officers,
the woman admitted to
drinking vodka, then
apologized and said she
was on her way to rehab.

After failing several

PUBLIGSAFETY REPORTS

field sobriety tests, she
registered 0.21 blood alco-
hol content on a prelimi-

nary breath test.
—Ted O’Neil
Report information

about this and other
crimes to Grosse Pointe
Shores Public Safety,
(313) 881-5500.

Grosse Pointe Farms

Turned in

While at the Farms sta-
tion attempting to get her
vehicle released from
impound at 4:37 p.m.
Monday, June 26, a
31l-year-old Detroit
woman was arrested for
probation violation war-
rants regarding retail
fraud and embezzlement.

Heroic
intervention

When a friend
reported she feared for
a Farms woman’s safety
due to her heavily
armed 25-year-old abu-
sive fiancé, officers
were dispatched to a
Moross home at 10:53
a.m. Tuesday, June 27.

Upon ringing the
doorbell, a male voice
— via the Ring camera
system informed
them she wasn’t home,
just moments before
she opened the door
and told them her fiancé
was at work, adding she
was afraid to leave the
house or break up with
him because he
assaulted her.

Officers stood by,

noting several weapons
in the home, while she
gathered pertinent
items to take to a safe
location.

Likely able to track
her location, the man
later arrived outside the
Farms station and —
upon an extensive
interview with the
woman that yielded
probable cause — was
arrested.

Within his vehicle was
found a loaded handgun
in the glove department;
two loaded handguns in
separate bags in the
trunk; and a suitcase
containing one change
of clothes, an electric
shaver and two pairs of
pants that appeared to
have been packed in a
hurry.

Missing cello

An $1,800 cello is sus-
pected to have been sto-
len from the orchestra
room of a local school
between Monday, June
12, and Monday, June
26.

Buckle up

After making an
improper U-turn on
Moross and not wearing
a seatbelt at 2:51 p.m.
Wednesday, June 28, a
21-year-old Detroit man
was pulled over and
arrested for a fleeing
and eluding warrant out
of Hazel Park.

— Laurel Kraus

Report information
about these and other
crimes to Grosse Pointe

Farms Public Safety,
(313) 885-2100.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Nothing to report per
dispatch.
—Ted O’Neil
Report information
about crimes to Grosse
Pointe Woods Public
Safety, (313) 343-2400.

Grosse Pointe Park

Nothing to report per
dispatch.
— Brad Lindberg
Report information
about this and other
crimes to the Grosse
Pointe Park Public Safety
Department, (313) 822-
7400.

Shores

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE
SHORES — City council
is considering how best
to update its dog ordi-
nance after several peo-
ple spoke at the meeting
Tuesday, June 20, in
light of a pit bull attack
in early June.

“This was a brutal

council reconsidering dog ordinance

attack that scarred our
entire family,” Mark
Owen told council dur-
ing public comments.
“We are painfully aware
of what the results could
have been.”

Owen and his wife,
Dana, were walking
their dog when they
were attacked by a pit
bull on Lochmoor
around 11 a.m. Sunday,

June 4.

Owen said their dog
needed to have one leg
amputated and he
underwent hand surgery
due to bites from the pit
bull. His wife also suf-
fered dog bites and a
rope burn on her arm
from their dog’s leash
due to the force of the
pit bull.

“There’s nothing we

can do about the past,
but we’re asking for
change,” he told council.
“I shudder to think what
would have happened if
a young family was
walking with their kids
or grandparents walking
with grandchildren.”
The owner of the pit
bull was ticketed for
harboring a vicious dog
and agreed with

Municipal Judge Charles
Bershback during a
hearing to euthanize the
dog.

“The overall mood of
the residents is they
want stricter enforce-
ment of our current ordi-
nance Or a new
ordinance completely,”
City Manager Steve
Poloni said. “Council
has asked staff and our

attorney to review other
examples that could
enhance what we have.”

Grosse Pointe Woods
currently is the only one
of the Pointes that has
an ordinance prohibit-
ing owning any breed or
mix of pit bulls.

More discussion is
expected at the council
meeting Tuesday, July
18.

Farms getting new water filtration backup

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer
GROSSE POINTE

FARMS — “We have a
1969 generator that is —1I
was going to call old, but
it’s actually one year
younger than me, so it’s
actually held up a little bit
better than I have,”
Farms Water
Superintendent Scott
Homminga joked upon
introducing a proposal to
city council last month to
purchase a new genera-
tor for the city’s water fil-
tration plant.

Although the 1969
Waukesha natural gas
motor generator still is
able to generate electric-
ity during power failures,
the upgrade has become
necessary because many
of the generator’s
replacement parts no
longer are being manu-
factured. Technicians

NARCAN:

Continued from page 3A

are zero side effects.”

Engardio also told the
audience that if they
know someone with
prior drug issues, there
are certain circum-
stances that make an
overdose more likely.
Those include soon
after recovering from
an overdose or after an
extended period of not
using drugs, such as
being released from
jail, the hospital or a
treatment facility.

“Someone who gets
out of jail or prison is
five times more likely to
overdose because their
tolerance has dropped,
but they’ll go back to
using the same amount
as they were before,”
she noted.

Contact FAN at (586)
438-8500 for more
information.

the city previously hired
to help with maintenance
and repairs also no lon-
ger will work with a
54-year-old motor.

Unanimously approved
by city council, the new
550-kilowatt natural gas
generator should last the
city around three to four
decades and will bring
the ability to produce 8
million gallons of water a
day while being com-
pletely off the electrical
grid.

“Usually our highest
maximum day on an
average is about 5 mil-
lion gallons, so (on) a
good, hot summer day,
we would be able to pro-
vide enough water for
the whole community,”
Homminga said, con-
firming this includes ser-
vice to the City of Grosse
Pointe, which gets its
water from the Farms.

The city will see signif-
icant savings with the

purchase, as it had bud-
geted $650,000, but will
pay a final cost of
$390,400. The price
includes a sound-damp-
ening enclosure with a
sound rating of 76 deci-
bels at 25 feet.

Comparatively,
Homminga noted, the
generator enclosure at
the Kerby Road Pump
Station has an 80 decibel
rating.

The delivery time for
the generator was at least
52 weeks out from the
purchase date, but
Homminga anticipates
the old model will last
and, in the worst case, is
ready with a list of gen-
erator rentals.

“The hard part is, with
the water plant, we have
to keep pumps moving
24/7 in order to keep
pressure, so when there’s
(an) electrical failure, you
need a generator to kick
in right away,” he

Mack Alger Firestone

22025 Greater Mack Ave. ¢ Saint Clair Shores
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explained. “We test it
every week. Hopefully if
it ever does fail, it’ll fail
during our testing proce-
dures and then we can do
what we need to do to get
a generator into play, but
so far it’s running fine.”

The infrastructure for
the new generator,
including the transfer
switch, already has been
installed.

“That generator served
us well during the great
blackout of 2003,” Mayor
Louis Theros said of the
1969 model. “We were
the only community that
did not have a boil advi-
sory. I remember walking
door to door with our
council and employees
and leaving notes at peo-
ple’s doors saying, ‘It’s
OK to use your water,’
because our water facility
stayed up and running
during that entire time. It
has served us well, but
it’s time for a change.”

PENSION:

Continued from page 4A

among its fellow suburbs
in 1977. The rest fol-
lowed through 2009,
with Park officials
intending to tie the knot
as soon as possible.

“It is important to note
that even though the city
will be counting an
employee’s previous and
future years of service at
other municipalities, this
counting will not impact
the pension benefits the
employee will receive
from the city,” Sizeland

said. “Current employees
who have previous years
of service would be able
to retire early and the
city will become a more
attractive employer for
job seekers as appli-
cants’ prior experience
would be counted for
retirement eligibility
purposes.”

Public safety officials
support the policy.

“This is something the
command and patrol
unions brought up,”
Sizeland said, adding
that the city attorney
agreed it was a “great
idea.”

Monitored Home

Security System
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and purchase of alartm
monitoring services.
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OUR VIEW

Here’s more
scoop for you

n 1984, President Ronald Reagan declared July
as National Ice Cream Month and the third
Sunday of the month as National Ice Cream Day,
which happens to fall on July 16 this year.
And wouldn’t you know, as dedicated jour-
nalists at the Grosse Pointe News, we have
more scoop for you.

Let’s start with how popular this frozen confection is
in our country:

¢ The dailymeal.com reports what a giant the ice
cream industry is in America, worth a cool $10.6 billion.

# Ice cream producers made a mind-blowing 1.38
billion gallons of the good stuff last year, according to
the International Dairy Foods Association (IDFA).

# The U.S. dairy industry also grew significantly over
the past two years, adding nearly 60,000 new jobs,
increasing average wages by 11 percent and increasing
its total impact on the U.S. economy by $41 billion.

Of course none of this could happen without our
appetite for Rocky Road, Chunky Monkey or good old-
fashioned vanilla. According to social.com, 90 percent
of Americans report they consume ice cream every
year, with the average citizen gobbling an average of
20 pounds of ice cream and other frozen desserts annu-
ally.

Apparently eating ice cream isn’t just for summer
either. Sixty-eight percent of Americans report they eat
ice cream year round. Who can blame them?

It also appears as though women boost ice cream
sales more than men, with consumption among females
ranking 15 percent higher than males in the U.S.

That’s according to a comprehensive market research
study from reportbuyer.com, which describes itself as
“a unique, highly detailed study of consumers’
Consumer Packaged Goods (CPG) consumption habits.

.. Its coverage includes, but is not limited to, consump-
tion behaviors, the extent to which consumer trends
influence their consumption, the value of the market
these trends influence, and brand and private label
choices as well as retailer choices.”

Sheesh. And we thought we were just indulging in an
Oreo Blizzard.

By now, all of these little ice cream factoids likely
have your mind churning. Ours were too, so we won-
dered what state likes the ice cream the most. Well, it
depends on how you define “like.” By sheer number of
ice cream stores, it’s California, which boasts 4,263 ice
cream shops. Minnesotans are least likely to eat ice
cream, despite having the seventh-highest number of
dairy cows in the country. Maybe catching snowflakes
on their tongues satisfies that craving.

The good news for Michiganders is we rank in the
top 10 out of the 50 states for overall Google search
interest in ice cream, landing at the No. 9 spot. Go us!

Long Beach, Calif., is reportedly the most popular city
for ice cream in the country, but we are skeptical. Have
the surveyors ever stood in line to buy a Shiver or hot
fudge sundae at any ice cream shop in Grosse Pointe
after a Little League game or choir concert? Didn’t think
so. We’ll go up against Long Beach any day.

We also left the most important question for last —
what ice cream flavor is the best? Global opinion com-
pany YouGov asked 1,000 U.S. adults about their
favorite ice cream flavor and most Americans ranked
vanilla and chocolate at the top. Strawberry, cookies
and cream and chocolate chip loomed near the top as
well.

We also posed this question to our readers and the
results are in (see right) and may be blasphemous to
some. Mint chocolate chip came out on top as your
favorite flavor, with cookie dough and cookies and

PHOTOS COURTESY OF NATALIE FOTIAS

Here I am with my big brother Costa, suggesting that he skips out on soccer practice to

spend more time with me.

GUEST VIEW By Tiki Fotias

What’s Tiki’s been up to?

any of you read about my re-
cent harrowing escape out of
my family’s backdoor to a tree
branch two stories high, along

always take such good care of me.

I appreciate all of you who have asked how
I am doing. It’s just yet another reason why
Grosse Pointe is a special place to live.

with my subse-

quent rescue in the

June 15 edition of the Grosse Pointe

News. I am so grateful for the efforts

led by Fire Specialist Amber Williams

and the Grosse Pointe Farms Public
Safety Department.

Since my rescue, I am back to liv-

ing my best life with my family. Many

Editor’s note: Tiki Fotias is a
9-month-old white and yellow,
orange-cheeked cockatiel, whose
favorite pastime is playing peek-a-
boo with his family. His family antic-
ipates no more escapes so they can
enjoy his vocal and affectionate per-
sonality for years to come. He resides

of you have asked for an update, so I
am happy to oblige and let you know what I
have been up to in these early days of summer:

First,  wake up to a good morning song from
Mom that I whistle along to.

Then, I sit on my parent’s shoulder and
watch breakfast being assembled for me and
my parakeet siblings. I eat all of my food. And
half of theirs, too.

My big brother, Costa, has the summer off of
school, so I get to spend a lot of time with him.
I cry when he leaves for soccer (See photo
above).

I sit on Mom’s shoulder and whistle during
work calls. I nibble on her fingers when I have
had enough of her typing and want some atten-
tion.

As for my Fourth of July activities, I enjoyed
several good things, including;:

I started my day with a bike ride. I loved sing-
ing along with the birds tucked high in the
trees (See photo right).

I had a special snack (millet) because it’s a
holiday.

I did some live tweeting,.

At night, I snuggled up close with my family,
because fireworks make me uneasy. They

in Grosse Pointe Farms.

Here I am in my special backpack with my
dad before heading out on our daily bike
ride. Ilove singing along with the birds I hear
up in the trees.

cream tying for second. Strawberry snuck in at
third, while chocolate edged out coffee flavor.
No vanilla to be found. How’s that for edgy,
Grosse Pointe?

We won’t judge you for choosing an ice cream
flavor that tastes like mouthwash, except that
we are. Even some people in our newsroom
report mint chocolate chip as their favorite.
Perhaps it eases your guilty conscience to have
the deceiving minty-freshness accompany your
bowl of calories, but the rest of us know that any
combination of peanut butter, chocolate and
cookie dough is the Muhammad Ali of ice
cream. It is the greatest.

But since this is a free country, go ahead and
perform your patriotic duty this month and
enjoy some ice cream. Even if it is the loathsome
mint chip. We say it’s the American way.
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Poll taken via GPN Facebook and Instagram.
Follow us to see upcoming polls. We want to hear from you!
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I SAY ByMike Adzima

An ode to ‘dad music’

ather’s Day

has come

and gone at

this point,

but since

this is my
chance to write an I Say as
close to the holiday as I've
had the chance, I wanted
to take this opportunity to
reflect on some of the
great memories I've
shared with my own dad
around music.

If there’s two things my
dad and I both love, it’s
sports and music. We’ve
had the chance to go to
countless sporting events
over the years together,
but some of the best times
I've had with my dad and
the rest of my family have
been at concerts. Some
people my age might
think going to a concert
with your dad isn’t the
best experience, but
going to shows with my
dad has allowed me to
see some of music’s big-
gest legends.

Just last week, my dad

and I went up to Pine
Knob to see Santana per-
form. I knew Santana
was an act my dad had
always wanted to see live
and I was more than
happy to come along for
the journey. Plus, who
could say no to seeing a
true guitar god like Carlos
Santana?

Santana was just
another name in the long
list of rock legends I've
gotten to see thanks to
going to concerts with my
dad. When I was in sev-
enth grade, he took me to
my first real concert to

see Rush on their 2011
Time Machine Tour.

Since then, we’ve seen
Rush another time, on
what ended up being
their final tour in 2015,
and have also seen big
names like the Rolling
Stones, The Who, Steely
Dan, ELO and more. We
even have plans later this
year to see Metallica dur-
ing their two-night stand
at Ford Field in
November.

What makes it special
to me is the fact my dad
played a key role in shap-
ing my taste in music to

begin with. One of my
earliest childhood memo-
ries is him dropping me
off at hockey practice
with Led Zeppelin play-
ing on the radio in his old
F-150. I grew up listening
to bands he showed me or
even “discovering” bands
on my own and being
able to talk about their
music with him. It even
led to me hosting a radio
show at my high school
station — 88.1 The Park
in Plymouth — centered
around classic rock and
the artists I had grown to
love thanks to being intro-

duced to them by my dad.

I keep up with every-
thing in music, trying to
listen to as much as I can
(except country music
mostly). While classic
rock is widely considered
“dad music” by my gen-
eration now, I'll always
have a deep appreciation
for what the legends and
pioneers back in the day
did to pave the way for
the music industry. That’s
because “dad music”
always reminds me of
some of the best times
I’'ve had with my dad and
the fun memories that are
still to come, as long as
those rock legends are
still able to still put on
amazing shows for their
fans like us.

YESTERDAY'S HEADLINES

75 years ago this week

CHARLES A.
PARCELLS SUFFERS
FATAL HEART ATTACK:
Charles A. Parcells will
not see a lifelong dream,
the creation of a fine
library in Grosse Pointe,
come true. The prominent
financier and educator
died at the age of 60 in the
Memorial Hospital in Bad
Axe on Monday. He suf-
fered a heart attack after
a short illness. Mr.
Parcells was one of the
original members of the
Grosse Pointe War
Memorial Study Group
and one of the principal
advocates of a library as a
permanent memorial to
the community’s heroes
of World War II.

PARK DECIDES TO
ESTABLISH NEW
PLANNING
COMMISSION: The
Village of Grosse Pointe
Park is to have a new
Planning Commission,
the village commissioners

decided at a meeting
Monday afternoon. An
ordinance was adopted
approving the naming of
a planning group to
become effective 20 days
after its adoption. The
new commission will
have powers and protec-
tion not possessed by the
previous commission,
which dissolved after all
its members resigned
because they felt they
were getting nowhere.
POPULAR COACH
TURNS DOWN OFFER:
Last week Grosse Pointe
High School’s coaching
staff was almost
decreased by one. Coach
Ed Wernet, popular foot-
ball and basketball coach
at the high school for the
past two years, was
approached by Athletic
Director Judd Hyames
and Dr. Paul Sangren,
president of Western
Michigan College, and
offered the job of fresh-
man baseball and football
coach at that school next
fall. After anxious days
and sleepless nights,
Coach Wernet decided
his Grosse Pointe ties

were too strong to cast
aside and informed the
Western Michigan offi-
cials he could not accept
their offer.

50 years ago this week

POINTER BREAKS
SWIM RECORD: Frances
Shook of the Grosse
Pointe Swim Club, the
girls’ 10 and under state
breaststroke champion,
added another record
while competing in the
Junior Olympic long
course championships.
She swam the 50-meter
long course breaststroke
in a record time of 43 sec-
onds, bettering the record
set in 1970 by Theresa
Sieh of Garden City,
which was 43.7.

PARK OFFICER
ORGANIZES
STATEWIDE POLICE
GROUP: Park Patrolman
Edward B. Serwach, who
believes in professional-
ism in law enforcement,
did more than talk about

Colonial Court, other streets
up for water main replacement

GROSSE POINTE FARMS — On deck
for the 2023 Water Main Replacement
Program in Grosse Pointe Farms is the re-
placement of a six-inch diameter water
main on Colonial Court; a six-inch tie-in
that goes between Colonial Court and
Lexington; a segment of water main on
Mack near Colonial Court; and a small
section on Hamilton Court which, in part,
provides water for Kerby Elementary

School.

“This year the 2023 Water Main
Replacement Program will consist of
replacing several sections of water main
that have seen numerous water main
breaks over the last decade,” Water
Superintendent Scott Homminga said.
“All these sections of six-inch diameter
water main will be replaced with eight-
inch high-density polyethylene water

resilient and it doesn’t corrode.”

Farms city council last month unani-
mously approved the work for a total cost
not to exceed $1,031,532.

The project, as in past years, has been
awarded to Bidigare Contractors, Inc.,
and includes a 10 percent increase in unit
prices from last year because of the
industry-wide higher material cost.

“The method that we’ll be using for the

water main replacement is pipe bursting,

Elm Court.

main, which is a lot stronger and more

which we have used in prior water main
replacement projects,” Homminga said.
“The main advantages of pipe bursting is
that it minimizes water service disrup-
tions and restorations costs.”

Bidigare, since 2020, also has con-
ducted water main replacements on
Kercheval, Fisher, Kerby, Pine Court and

— Laurel Kraus

it; he organized a group
called the Michigan
Professional Police
Association early this
year and now has approx-
imately 100 dues-paying
members. Serwach, 30,
the first presi