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Complete news coverage of all the Pointes

Peter Fontes was among
attendees of the annual
Village Tree Lighting
last Friday and was ex-
cited when the
Christmas tree was lit in
allits glory. He shared
some of his enthusiasm
by wearing a red nose
that lights up like
Rudolph’s nose. Find
more photos from the
tree-lighting event on
page 3A.

Lighting it up!

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

Win big for shopping small

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

INSIDE:
HRHBA

Afull-color, glossy
magazine to help you
kick off the holidays!
¢ Gift ideas
* Fashion
* Recipes
...and more
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CITY OF GROSSE
POINTE Small
Business Saturday, Nov.
25, not only will feature
deals and specials of-
fered by Village busi-
nesses as a thank-you for
the community’s year-
round support, but also
kicks off a new local con-
test: It Takes a Village.

Each time a purchase
is made at a Village busi-
ness Saturday, Nov. 25,
through Sunday, Dec.
24, shoppers can take a
selfie with their pur-
chase or at the business
and share it on Facebook
and/or Instagram with
#thevillagegrossepointe
or #shopthevillagegp to
be entered to win gift
cards to Village busi-
nesses.

“Shopping small and

Small Business Saturday
really isn’t about getting
things dirt cheap like on
Black Friday,” Main
Street Grosse Pointe
Executive Director
Cindy Willcock said,
although there still will
be deals galore.
“Shopping small is the
importance of support-
ing local businesses and
what they mean to our
community and how
they help build the place
that we all want to live.”

When consumers shop
local, nearly 70 cents of
every dollar is reinvested
back into the commu-
nity, she added.

“We really want this
holiday season espe-
cially to be able to focus
on the reasons why sup-
porting our small busi-

nesses are so important
to the community and
why the community is
so important to our small
businesses,” Willcock
said. “The benefits of
shopping small (are) the
personalized service that
you get, the care that
they take into curating
the goods they carry
(and) the relationships
they build with their cus-
tomers, so that they can
help you find just the
right gift or the right
thing for yourself.”

It Takes a Village win-
ners will be announced
the first week of January.

“It’s a good way for
people to be able to treat
themselves after the hol-
idays if they win a prize,”

See SHOP, page 2A

Housing help
returns for
school staft

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

THE GROSSE POINTES
— The Grosse Pointe
Housing Foundation is
renewing its program to
help Grosse Pointe Public
School System employ-
ees move to the Pointes.
The foundation
recently announced it
has reopened its grant

program for GPPSS
teachers and staff.

“Our foundation has a
long-standing commit-
ment to supporting the
educators and staff mem-
bers who contribute tire-
lessly to the educational
development of our com-
munity,” GPHF President
Jon Cotton said in a letter

See HOUSING, page 8A

Budget
committee
examines

COVID costs

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

THE GROSSE POINTES
— The Grosse Pointe
Public School System
Board of Education’s
Budget Committee re-
cently got its first look at
the challenges it faces as
federal COVID relief dol-
lars dry up.

The newly formed
committee’s first meet-
ing Monday, Nov. 13,
focused on how much
money the district has

left in ESSER
(Elementary and
Secondary School
Emergency Relief Fund)
dollars and how that
impacts the fiscal year
2024-25 budget.

Keith Howell, execu-
tive director of teaching
and learning, told the
committee that with no
changes to personnel,
the district is facing a
$4.4 million budget
shortfall next year. That

See COSTS, page 9A

LEDs shine toward sustainability

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer
GROSSE POINTE

PARK — The switch to
modern light-emitting
diode street lights does
three things right off the
bat.

LEDs shine brighter,
save electricity and, by
reducing pollutants due
to power companies not
needing to generate as

benefit is helping the
Park inch up the ranks
of the Michigan Green
Communities Challenge.
The challenge is an
optional benchmarking
program for environ-
mental stewardship
administered by
Michigan Green
Communities, a state-
wide network of local
governments that share
information to promote
sustainability.

“LEDs use one-tenth
of the electricity of older
lights and last 10 times
longer,” said Brian
Colter, a member of the
Park Beautification
Committee.

The committee is
charged with promoting
and publicizing the
city’s sustainability
efforts and accomplish-
ments.

“Switching to LEDs is
going to save us so much

money,” Colter said.
“High-intensity dis-
charge lights, such as
mercury vapor, use too
much electricity, require
more frequent, costly
service than LEDs and
provide lower-quality
illumination,” according
to “Michigan Street
Lighting: Ten Tips for
Local Governments,”
posted March 21, 2021,
on the Michigan
Municipal Association

for Public Utility Issues
website, mi-maui.org.
DTE Energy crews are
in the process of replac-
ing the city’s mercury
vapor lights with LEDs.
“DTE expects sub-
stantial completion by
the end of November,”
said Nick Sizeland, city
manager. “With this
proposal, we are going
to save about $110,000

See LED, page 2A
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Single-car accident on Ridge results in fatality

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer
GROSSE POINTE

FARMS — A nearby
homeowner reported offi-
cers kneeled at the scene
of a tragic single-car acci-
dent on Ridge near
Moran last Friday night,
in which the passenger
died at the scene and the
driver was left in critical

condition.

A 2021 white BMW X3,
being driven by a 16-year-
old Grosse Pointe boy,
was traveling on Ridge
toward Fisher at a high
rate of speed at approxi-
mately 9:18 p.m. Friday,
Nov. 17, when it lost con-
trol and left the roadway,
striking a light pole and
shearing it at the base. It
continued to strike a tree

before coming to a stop
in the 100 block of Ridge
near Moran.

The passenger, an
18-year-old Grosse
Pointe boy, was pro-
nounced deceased at the
scene. The driver was
transported to an area
hospital and, as of
Sunday, was listed in sta-
ble condition. Both boys
were wearing seatbelts.

While officers have not
yet secured the exact rate
of speed from the vehi-
cle’s black box, Farms
Public Safety Director
John Hutchins reported
it was “highly excessive.”

“A witness who was
trying to back out of his
driveway ... could see
that they were going at
an extremely high rate of
speed,” he said.

No substances were
found in the vehicle and
the hospital reported
there was no evidence of
alcohol use.

“We have to look into
any charges that would
pertain, because given
the speed and the fact
that somebody died, the
driver could be facing
charges,” Hutchins said.
“That hasn’t been deter-

mined yet. That would
have to be approved by
the prosecutor. (The)
first thing you have to do
is make sure the young
driver’s going to live.”

In nearly identical cir-
cumstances, 30 years
ago, in almost the same
location, a young driver
was Killed after driving at
excessive speeds and los-
ing control.

Modest marina proposal

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK
— An upgraded munici-
pal marina at Windmill
Pointe Park will look a lot
like the current one if a
no-frills recommendation
from the Recreation
Commission passes mus-
ter with the city council.
Although the cost of
marina improvements
aren’t yet known, a
united commission this
month recommended the
council accept the barest
of three renovation con-
cepts presented by the

design and construction
firm, Abonmarche.

“This is a necessary
step before council
moves forward,”
Commission Chairman
Michael Hindelang said.

Proposed changes
mainly involve:

¢ widening boat slips
on Pier 1, which forms
the marina’s eastern,
outer breakwall and
main walkway;

# replacing dockside
electrical and water lines
and outlets on all five
piers,

# raising the marina’s
inner wall to better pro-

tect the park against
flooding during periods
of high lake levels and

¢ making structural
improvements as needed,
including those revealed
by divers scheduled to
conduct an underwater
survey toward the end of
this month.

Wells in piers 2, 3, 4,
and 5 remain configured
as of now.

If the council approves
the plan, the next step is
firming up the design and
finding how to pay for
construction.

“Funding is premature
to talk about because

until we get construction
quotes and bids, we’re
throwing darts at a dart
board by saying it could

be this or that,”
Councilman Tom
Caulfield said.

He and other Park rep-

resentatives participated
in a teleconference last
week with an
Abonmarche designer.

“We are a municipal
marina, the Holiday Inn
of harbors,” Caulfield
said. “I want a replace-as-
is estimate to make sure
the existing structure is
sound and the marina,
including electrical, is
safe.”

The marina operates
from an enterprise fund.
Revenues and expenses

exclusive to the asset are
paid by marina users,
namely boaters that rent
wells, and accounted
independently of general
city operations.

Some features attend-
ing the marina, such as
perimeter fencing and
the inner breakwall, are
matters of the overall
municipal budget
because they protect
members of the public
from falling into the lake
and park property from
erosion and flooding.

“We well holders are
going to be financing this
because it is an enter-
prise fund,” said Fred
Ferry, a boater at
Windmill for nearly 20
years.

He supports the plan,
particularly replacing the
electrical system.

“The electrical system
is (vintage) 1950,” he
said.

Record-high levels of
Lake St. Clair until a cou-
ple years ago damaged
dockside electrical equip-
ment and forced what
was supposed to be tem-
porary replacement of
water service pipes.
Temporary pipes remain.

“For the past six years,
at the well I've had, the
electrical box was sub-
merged,” Ferry said.
“The entire system was
flooded. On the outlet
receptacle box to my

See MARINA, page 4A

Newberry construction delayed until next year

By Laurel Kraus

Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE
FARMS —

Reconstruction of the
last road on the Farms
2023 Road Improvement
Plan — Newberry — will
not come to fruition until
2024.

“It’s on our radar,”
City Manager Shane
Reeside assured resi-
dents. “We had hoped to
have gotten it done. I
think because of some of
the delays, that will be
our priority road for
spring of next year and
we will have a solution
for that road.”

The noted delays refer
to work on Kercheval —
which has been more
extensive and costly
than anticipated — while
mention of a solution
points to complications
arising from the fact
Newberry is a fully con-
crete road.

The initial plan was to
patch the street by
replacing deteriorated
sections for an estimate
of $164,705, but council
earlier this summer
requested further review
by the city engineer,

upon which it was found
more substantial work
and funding are needed.

While ©patching
remains an option, there
is concern over whether
it would properly meld
with the cement road or
hold long term.

“There might be
another option that
we’re looking at, where
we would actually mill
the whole surface of the
road,” Reeside said, “so
it would be an even
asphalt surface similar
to other streets within
the city.”

Council members pre-
viously have called the
state of Newberry “atro-
cious” and “embarrass-
ing.”

“On the 2020 PASER
report, there were two
roads in red,” said a resi-
dent who broached the
topic during public com-
ment at the Farms
November council meet-
ing. “Kerby and
Newberry. I don’t under-
stand why Kerby,
Vendome, Cloverly,
Fisher, Kercheval and
Ridge have all been done,
when Newberry was red
in 2020, and probably
even prior to that.”

SHOP:

Continued from page 1A

on The Village Facebook
page — bit.ly/SBSGP —
and includes Apple
Blossom Baby, BOLD
Flow Yoga, The Campus
Shop, El’s Boutique,

Glitter & Scotch,
JoliBump, J.McLaughlin,
Newport, Posterity
Gallery, Ridge Crest
Outfitters, Savvy Chic
Boutique, SideStreet
Diner, Small Favors Gift
Gallery, Susie at Home,
Village Nutrition and
Village Palm.

GROSSE
POINTE
EXECUTIVE

Flexible
Monthly
Rentals

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Reconstruction options still are being evaluated for Newberry, which is a uniquely concrete road.

LED:

Continued from page 1A

per year.”

He said the city’s nor-
mal streetlight bill totals
roughly $400,000 annu-
ally. Not for much lon-
ger.

“Our number should be
about $290,000 after this
(switch) is completed,”
Sizeland said. “It will be
paid off in about a year

and a half. This will help
with our Beautification
Commission, which is
working on the Michigan
Green Communities
Challenge.”

MGC is supported by
the Charles Stewart
Mott Foundation,
numerous state agen-
cies and the Michigan
Municipal League.

Only 48 Michigan cit-
ies are recognized on
the Michigan Green

. Commercial Snow and Ice Services

Snow Plowing and Salting Services, 24/7

25305 Little Mack Ave. Saint Clair Shores, Ml 48081
(586) - 343 - 8253

112323

website, migreen
communities.com, for
achieving one of three
levels of stewardship:
bronze, silver and gold.

The Park two years
ago was at bronze sta-
tus. Last year it made
silver.

“We’re going for
gold,” Colter said. “LED
lighting will help us with
that.”

Other accomplish-
ments that qualified in

recent years were
installing low-E (emis-
sivity) glass windows at
city hall, constructing a
new public works head-
quarters to meet current
energy standards, instal-
lation of energy-effi-
cient windows at the
pumping station next to
city hall and approving
construction of a rain
garden next to the
entrance to city hall to
catch rainwater runoff.
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Signs of the season

Last Friday, the City of Grosse Pointe helped kick off the
holidays with its annual tree-lighting event in The Village.
The evening included marshmallow stations, carols sung
by the Grosse Pointe South High School choir, cocoa cour-
tesy of the Grosse Pointe Boat Club, a photo backdrop de-
signed by Michelle Boggess-Nunley, owner of Posterity Art
& Framing Gallery, an outdoor movie courtesy of Anne
Murphy, owner of Apple Blossom Baby and Decor, and

more.

Brooklyn, Paige and Griffin Valentine — City Manager Joe

Valentine’s children — flip the switch to light the tree.

Families
roast
marsh-
mallows
before the
lighting of
The
Village
Christmas
tree.

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

Above, the Grosse Pointe South choir sang carols before the tree lighting. The
choir was directed by former South student Cinderella Ksebati, left, who is
studying at the University of Michigan for master’s degree in opera. Left, 1zzy
Burns stands with her mother, Laura Burns, as they pose with Bumble and Yukon
Cornelius.

Woods Foundation raifle next week

By Ted O’Neil

Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE
WOODS — Residents

and others have the
chance to win one of 13
prizes in the Grosse
Pointe Woods
Foundation’s annual raf-
fle, with winners to be
drawn at noon at city hall
Thursday, Nov. 30.
Tickets are available at
city hall until the day of
the drawing and cost $20
each or three for $50.
“This is one of our
main fundraisers and
everything we raise goes
right back into the city,”
said Lisa Fuller, founda-
tion president. “We get
so much support from
our Mack Avenue mer-
chants and we’re very
appreciative.”

Top prizes are a

Shinola men’s watch
with a leather band and a
David Yurman silver and
18k gold bangle bracelet,
both donated by edmund
t. AHEE Jewelers.

Two ticket buyers will
win a private, one-hour
Polar Express Tour for
up to 24 guests from 8 to
9 p.m. Friday or Saturday,
Dec. 8 and 9, or Friday
and Saturday, Dec. 15
and 16. The first winner
drawn gets first pick of
dates, with the second
winner choosing from
the remaining dates.

A one-year reserved
parking space at Lake
Front Park also is up for
grabs, with the winner’s
choice of being closest to
either the pool or pickle-
ball courts.

Themed packages
from businesses along
Mack include Date Night

on Mack, Breakfast on
Mack and Get Fit on
Mack.

“It’s a nice partnership
because it gives those
merchants more expo-
sure and as we donate
money for city projects
that brings more people
to the area,” Fuller said.

Those projects include
the recently refurbished
Chene-Trombley Park, to
which the foundation
donated $195,000. Fuller
said the foundation also
is raising money to pay
for a water station and
play equipment at the
new dog park being built
next to city hall and an
adaptive swing for
Ghesquiere Park.

The foundation in the
past has paid for Avenue
in the Woods light post
banners on Mack and the
clock tower at city hall,

plus a mini golf course
and fitness trail at Lake
Front Park.

Fuller said the founda-
tion sent a mailer to 6,100
residences in the Woods
promoting the raffle.

“The funny thing about
Michigan law is, you
can’t sell raffle tickets
online,” she said. “You
can bet on any sport you
want, but no selling raffle
tickets, which would be a
lot easier.”

Fuller said aside from
buying tickets at city hall,
people can email the
foundation at info@gpw
foundation.org.

“If anyone emails us,
we’ll make sure to get
them a ticket,” she added.

Visit gpwfoundation.
org/2023-fundraising-
raffle for more informa-
tion and a complete list of
Sponsors.

Snippets

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK
— Ninety percent of the
playscape at Windmill
Pointe Park should be in-
stalled by the end of this
week.

“The other 10 percent
will be done soon there-
after,” said Nick Sizeland,
city manager.

“There are still a few
items to install,” said
Chad Craig, director of
parks and recreation.
“Netting for some items
is on backorder.”

“A concrete curb will
be poured in place and an
engineered fiber surface
will follow,” Sizeland
said.

Engineered fiber is a
manmade, soft surface
similar to fake wood
chips.

“We hope that by the

from around town

end of November or in
December the entirety
will be completed,”
Sizeland said.

“If we get a few warm
days in December, peo-
ple will be able to come
down and enjoy it,” Craig
said.

The children’s play-
ground, however, is a
no-go until next year.

“I talked to our con-
tractor,” Craig said. “We
had discussions about if
they could do the work
this fall. They preferred
to do the work in early
spring. They feel more
comfortable with warmer
weather.”

The city is crawling
with news.

St. Clair lot

Construction of the
new parking lot at St.
Clare of Montefalco is
finished.

“Not only was this a
great public-private part-
nership where the city
replaced the water main,
St. Clare of Montefalco
completely reconstructed
their parking lot as well
as added stormwater
drainage into their site,”
Sizeland said. “Kudos to
the Archdiocese and St.
Clare. I hope there will be
more of this. This is what
we aspire for. We’'re
looking to reduce storm-
water efforts in our com-
munity.”

EERV

The extreme emer-
gency relief valve
remains under construc-
tion at Patterson Park.

“Things have been
working well,” Sizeland
said. “There’ve been no
unexpected delays. We
hope to complete the
project by the end of this

year. All soft restoration
regarding grass and trees
would be in the spring.”

In response to storm-
water flooding during
summer 2021, residents
approved a 10-year mill-
age to fund the flood-con-
trol valve and other
water-sewer infrastruc-
ture improvements.

Water-sewer loans

The Park failed again
to qualify for another
round of loans offered
through the Clean Water
Sewer Revolving Fund
and Drinking Water
Revolving Fund.

“These are loan pro-
grams the city applies for
from (the state),”
Sizeland said.

Both funds are typi-
cally awarded to eco-
nomically weak
jurisdictions.

“We were not funded
for either, but we submit-

See TOWN, page 5A

The Week Ahead

SUNDAY, NOV. 26

# Grosse Pointe Shores tree-lighting ceremony,
6 p.m.

TUESDAY, NOV. 28

# Grosse Pointe Shores Planning Commission meet-
ing,9a.m.

# Grosse Pointe Public School System Board of
Education meeting, 6:30 p.m.

# Grosse Pointe Woods Planning Commission meet-
ing, 7p.m.

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 29

# Grosse Pointe Public School System Board of
Education training session, 5:30 p.m.

AWARD-WINNING ARTISTRY
SUPERIOR SELECTION
EXCEPTIONAL EXPERIENCE

AHEE.COM | 313.886.4600
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South teacher dedicated to creating opportunities for others

By Mike Adzima
Staff Writer

Kathy Smith has dedi-
cated much of her life to
helping others, whether
through her career or vol-
unteering. Throughout
years of working in the
community she grew up
in, Smith’s love for teach-
ing and a lifelong passion
for athletics have resulted
in the growth of opportu-
nities for children with
special needs to become
more active.

“I have always had a
passion for being
involved in the commu-
nity from a young age,”
Smith said. “I went to St.
Clare of Montefalco and
was involved in CYO ath-
letics and went on to play
at South, enjoying soft-
ball and basketball. Being
active and health con-
scious has always been
one of my goals in life
and I still enjoy to this
day playing softball and
pickleball. I feel like I
kind of found my path
through recreation and
leisure.”

Smith has an extensive
background working in
special education and
pairing it with recreation.
She spent 18 years work-
ing in therapeutic recre-
ation for Clawson Public
Schools and now is in her
third year teaching physi-
cal education at her alma
mater, Grosse Pointe

COURTESY PHOTO

Kathy Smith, far right, with husband Steve Smith and daughters Ellison and
Evelyn. Smith is in her third year teaching physical education at Grosse Pointe
South and is one of the coaches of the school’s unified basketball team.

South High School.
Since beginning her
career at South, Smith
also has become one of
the coaches of the
school’s unified basket-
ball team, creating a team
for students with special
needs to get the same
experiences as many var-
sity high school athletes.
“When I came back (to
South) in 2021, one of my
personal goals was to get
involved in the peer-to-
peer program,” she said.
“... We made the peer-to-
peer a priority and that’s
when we got involved
with Special Olympics.

There was a component
of the program where we
applied to become a
Unified Champion
School.”

The program began a
couple of years before
Smith began teaching at
South, but slowed down
in 2020 due to the pan-
demic. In 2021, Smith,
along with other South
teachers, helped get the
program back up and
running.

With the growing
involvement of students,
teachers and the commu-
nity, the unified basket-
ball program at South

already has grown a tre-
mendous amount in the
last few years. Seeing
that growth and support
has meant everything to
those involved, especially
Smith.

“We had an informal
meeting in the gym after
school,” Smith said. “I
walked in and one sec-
tion of the bleachers was
totally full. I had to walk
out, turn around and gain
my composure. I realized
what an amazing com-
munity of support we
have here. All those stu-
dents in the stands have a
genuine connection and

heart that wanted to sup-
port and share their expe-
riences and have
everyone be able to have
that experience here at
Grosse Pointe South.”

The support for the uni-
fied basketball teams at
South has grown so large
that Smith had to create a
third category of involve-
ment in the program
beyond the athletes and
volunteers. “Fans in the
stands” now have become
the third official part of
the South unified athlet-
ics program.

The growth and sup-
port the program has had
in recent years is open-
ing more doors for the
athletes involved. What
Smith has seen the bas-
ketball program do in
recent years has built up
her optimism that more
inclusive, unified teams
in different sports will
start to blossom.

“I can eventually see us
maybe branching out
into another sport like
track and field and even
just making connections
with coaches,” Smith
said. “Our athletes are
viewed as just that: ath-
letes. ... We had a couple
of students who partici-
pated in track and field
in the spring after the
basketball season. It’s
giving our students a
sense of comfort and
serving as a stepping
stone to other opportuni-

ties.”

Smith’s involvement in
helping children with
special needs become
active and engaged in
sports goes beyond her
duties at South. For
years, she has worked
with programs like
Special Olympics and
Kids on the Go, volun-
teering to help kids
become athletes.

Her life volunteering
and teaching in special
education has given
Smith a feeling of fulfill-
ment she almost never
could have imagined. For
her, the best part is see-
ing what her students
can accomplish outside
of school.

“Watching the stu-
dents grow socially and
with their indepen-
dence,” Smith said.
“Seeing those relation-
ships begin on the court
or making connections
in the classroom, but
then taking it out where
these relationships can
naturally grow. ... Seeing
the kids sitting in their
stands with other friends
at a football game or
walking in the home-
coming parade hand in
hand with other friends.
One of the most eye-
opening and rewarding
things is seeing them
grow and have that inde-
pendence that you want
every high schooler to
experience.”

Farms master plan to be

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer
GROSSE POINTE

FARMS — If all goes to

plan, the Farms is one
month out from complet-
ing its master plan up-
date process that began
in mid-2022.

With its required
63-day public comment
period now complete, a
final public hearing on
the draft was held erliler
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approved in December

this month, after which
council was expected to
adopt the plan.

While a total of 39
comments were received
during the 63-day period,
three resulted in edits to
the draft.

These are:

¢ The addition of the
intersections of Grosse
Pointe Boulevard and
Moran, as well as
Chalfonte and Fisher, as
conflict zones that should
be prioritized for
improvements;

¢ a recommendation

to include more bicycle
racks on The Hill and
Mack Avenue;

@ and a suggestion the
City may want to investi-
gate widening some side-
walks where appropriate
to accommodate more
pedestrian traffic.

“While there were
many comments, most of
those made didn’t per-
tain to the breadth of the
master plan and were
smaller policy updates
that have been shared
with the administration
for their review,” said

Jane Dixon, an associate
planner with McKenna,
which led the update
process, “and others
were voicing support for
the plan.”

While all 39 comments
will be incorporated into
the final document as an
appendix to the public
survey results, they were
not yet a part of the doc-
ument presented to
council during the public
hearing.

As such, Councilman

See PLAN, page 5A

MARINA:

Continued from page 2A

pier, the faceplate’s fall-
ing off.”

Fewer wells

If boat slips on Pier 1
are widened from the
current 8 2 feet to 10
feet to accommodate
newer, wider boats,
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something’s got to give.

“We’re going to lose
12 wells (on Pier 1),”
said Chad Craig, direc-
tor of parks and recre-
ation.

The reduction means
the total number of wells
in the marina will go
down from the current
270 to 258.

Wells on Pier 1 rent
from $883 to $1,156 per
boating season.
Eliminating 12 wells
means losing at least
$10,596 annual revenue.

Should the plan go
through, Craig doesn’t
anticipate having to
expel many, if any, boat-
ers. An average 10 boat-
ers drop out every year
anyway.

“I don’t think we’re
going to run into a big
issue,” he said.

Schedule

Caulfield intends to
report the commission’s

recommendation to
council at its Dec. 11
meeting.

Upon accepting a final
design, contracting a
builder and lining up
financing, construction
is forecast to require
seven months divided
over two boating sea-
sons.

“We’ve narrowed it
down to two phases so
we’re not disrupting, not
only the marina, but the
park,” Fraser said.

“Approximately one
year from now, if we get
approval through the
council and this commit-
tee, we’ll probably close
the marina a month ear-
lier, in early October of
2024.”

Craig said a best-case
construction timeline is
October 2024 through
spring 2025, then fall
2025 through spring
2026, with the marina
open and fully func-
tional in summer 2026.

Rejected ideas

Abonmarche design-
ers, fulfilling a contract
to provide the city a
range of options to mod-
ernize the marina, pro-
posed replacing
permanent docks with
floating ones that rise
and fall with fluctuating
lake levels.

Yet, floating docks are
wider, necessitating the
loss of 60 to 80 slips.

“I said, ‘no,”” Fraser
said.

“We don’t need float-
ing docks,” Craig said.
“Let’s fix what’s there.”

A survey of boaters
showed no great enthu-
siasm for floating docks.

“The survey did sur-
prise me,” Commissioner
Christine Buchanan
said. “They weren’t
looking for state-of-the-
art. They were looking
for what they have now,
safe and reliable.”
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City of Grosse Pointe

Pit stop

Officers responded to
a report of a blue Ford
Mustang parked in the
middle of Waterloo at
6:08 a.m. Wednesday,
Nov. 15.

Upon arrival, a
23-year-old Pontiac man
was observed sleeping
in the driver’s seat. He
was awakened and fled
at a high rate of speed
into the Farms where he
crashed and fled on foot.

Officers pursued him
and he was taken into
custody blocks away.

— Laurel Kraus

Report information
about this and other
crimes to the City of
Grosse Pointe Public
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Farms

Planning ahead

After catching an offi-
cer’s attention by driv-
ing in the parking lane
along Mack with his
vehicle’s hazard lights
on at 9:41 p.m. Monday,
Nov. 13, a 31-year-old
Warren man said he
believed he was on
Gratiot and that he was
not currently drunk, but
planned to get drunk
once he got to his moth-
er’s house.

A preliminary breath
test found his blood
alcohol content to be
0.156 percent and he
was arrested for operat-
ing while intoxicated
and driving while license
not valid.

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS

Meal pass

After a 44-year-old
homeless man admitted
to consuming a Rice
Krispies Treat and juice
box he had not paid for
from a business in the
19000 block of Mack at
10:42 p.m. Monday, Nov.
13, the store attendant
said he did not want to
press charges for retail
fraud, but wanted the
man cited for trespassing
and advised he is not wel-
come back.

Pride flag

A pride flag was pulled
off a house in the 200
block of Cloverly, dam-
aging the flag pole
bracket, between 10:30
p-m. Sunday, Nov. 12,
and noon the next day.

A “We Believe” lawn
sign also on the property
was torn and left in the
yard within the same
time frame.

While the homeowner
has two security cameras
on his property, they did
not capture the incident.

Brownell
bikes stolen

Three bikes were sto-
len from bike racks out-
side Brownell Middle
School last week.

¢ An unlocked silver
24/26-inch Trek moun-
tain bike with black
writing was stolen from

the bike rack facing
Williams between 7:40
a.m. and 3:13 p.m.
Tuesday, Nov. 14.

¢ An unlocked black
Trek Wahoo mountain
bike with 24-inch wheels
was stolen from a rack
behind the school
Tuesday, Nov. 14.

¢ A black Giant
Maxxis boys bike was
stolen from the bike
rack near Chalfonte
between 8 a.m. and 3:15
p-m. Wednesday, Nov.
15. It is unknown
whether the bike was
locked.

Utility pole

A Nixle alert was sent
out to residents last
week after a 23-year-old
Pontiac man tried to flee
officers at 6:25 a.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 15,
and crashed into two
cars before colliding
with a utility pole at
Chalfonte and Kerby.

The Farms officers
were in pursuit because
City officers shortly
prior had approached
the man when he
appeared to be passed
out behind the wheel in
the middle of Waterloo
with the car running. He
fled when they attempted
to wake him.

After crashing into the
utility pole, the man
took off on foot, but was
located and arrested for
fleeing or eluding police,

obstructing police and
operating under the
influence of alcohol, as
well as cited for failure
to stop and identify after
an accident, driving left
of center, expired plate,
no proof of insurance or
registration and driving
while license suspended.
— Laurel Kraus
Report information
about these and other
crimes to Grosse Pointe
Farms Public Safety,
(313) 885-2100.

Grosse Pointe Shores

—Ted O’Neil

Report information

about crime to Grosse

Pointe Shores Public
Safety, (313) 881-5500.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Nothing to report per
dispatch.
—Ted O’Neil
Report information
about crime to Grosse
Pointe Woods Public
Safety, (313) 343-2400.

Grosse Pointe Park

Cooling off

Officers rescued an
unidentified person from
Lake St. Clair around 8
a.m. Sunday, Nov. 19,
after they fell into the
water at Osius Park. The
person was transported
to a local hospital for
evaluation.

Helping hand

Officers provided
mutual aid to Grosse
Pointe Woods to help
extinguish a Kitchen fire
in the 2000 block of
Hollywood.

False alarm

A faulty carbon mon-
oxide detector was cause
for officers to be called to
a house in the 500 block
of Shelden.

Car B&E

Credit cards stolen this
month from a man living
in the 1300 block of
Maryland got a workout.

“(They) were used sev-
eral times by (unknown)
suspects,” Park police
said.

The cards were in a
wallet stolen early
Thursday, Nov. 9, from
the resident’s unlocked
vehicle parked roadside.

Officers logged the
incident at 1 a.m.

Car fire

Fire destroyed a 2023
BMW X5 parked in the
driveway of a house in
the 700 block of Whittier
the night of Monday,
Nov. 13.

“Park officers
responded to the loca-

tion (at 10:38 p.m.) on a
report of a vehicle fire
called in by (the) resi-
dent,” a public safety
officer said. “(The vehi-
cle) was engulfed in
flames.”

No injuries
reported.

“(The) cause of (the)
fire is unknown at this
time,” police said.

were

Two shot
on Mack Ave.

A man and woman in
their early 20s survived
being shot on Mack in
Detroit across from
Grosse Pointe Park a
week before
Thanksgiving.

The couple were shot
while in a white vehicle
near the intersection of
Beaconsfield, according
to Detroit police.

The incident hap-
pened around 10:50
p-m. Thursday, Nov. 16.

Victims consist of a
22-year-old man and
23-year-old woman.

“They were trans-
ported to a local hospi-
tal and were listed in
stable condition,” a
Detroit officer said. “No
further information is
available at this time.”

— Brad Lindberg

Report information
about these and other
crimes to the Grosse
Pointe Park Public
Safety Department,
(313) 822-7400.

Woods women file suit
over KKK flag incident

By Ted O’Neil

Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE
WOODS — Former

Grosse Pointe Park resi-
dent Je Donna Dinges
and her daughter, India,
filed a lawsuit Tuesday,
Nov. 14, in federal district
court over a 2021 incident
that drew national atten-
tion.

The suit claims actions
by Ryan Wilde, a neigh-
bor of the Dinges family
on Wayburn Street, vio-
lated Michigan’s Ethnic
Intimidation Act and a
Reconstruction-era law
aimed at protecting the
property rights of black
land owners.

Dinges, who is black,
claims issues arose with
Wilde, who is white, soon
after he moved next door
in 2017, their houses sep-
arated by a five-foot
walkway. The suit alleges
Wilde fired multiple
shots from a handgun
into the air from his back
porch one evening in
December 2017. It goes
on to say Wilde the fol-
lowing day was pacing
up and down the walk-

way, staring at Dinges
and blocking her entry to
her home’s side door
after she returned from
shopping.

The suit also says
Wilde in January 2021
placed a full can of gas in
Dinges’s recycling bin.

“We felt terrorized in
our own house and
feared for our lives,”
Dinges said in a prepared
statement. “I thought the
days of the KKK forcing
black families out of
white neighborhoods
and threatening to burn
down black homes was a
thing of the past.”

Police at the time
advised Dinges to install
a security camera, which
she did. Wilde com-
plained to police the
camera was aimed at his
dining room and was told
to put up curtains. In
February 2021, he hung a
KKK flag in the window
facing Dinges’s house
that was not visible from
the street.

Hundreds of people
marched in support of
Dinges later that month.

Dinges, who ran for
the Grosse Pointe Public

TOWN:

Continued from page 3A

ted an intent to apply for
both of those again for
fiscal year 2024 projects.”
Sizeland said. “We’re
going to keep continuing
to apply and hope that in
the future we’ll get some
funding.”

Patterson rest-
rooms
Members of the

Recreation Commission
are unsure what to do

about the restrooms at
Patterson Park.

The men’s restroom
could use a paint job and
better lighting, but is ser-
viceable.

“A urinal is a urinal,”
Commissioner Roy
Edmonds said. “The floor
and wall tiles aren’t in
bad shape. The hand
blower works.”

Edmonds is a gentle-
man.

“I didn’t go into the
women’s (restroom),” he
said. “I don’t know the
condition of it.”

School System Board of
Education in 2022,
moved to the Woods in
December 2021. She is
represented by the Civil
Rights Litigation
Initiative at the
University of Michigan
Law School.

“We are encouraged,
but saddened that in
2023 we had to file this
lawsuit,” Dinges said on
social media. “We want
to send a message to our
former neighbor and
anyone else who feels it
is acceptable to target
people because of the
color of their skin. IT IS
NOT ACCEPTABLE!
This lawsuit sends a
STRONG message that
racism, hatred, bigotry,
ethnic intimidation, and
the acts of violence that
come with it have no
place in our community,
in our state, or in our
country!”

Dogpark coming

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Finishing touches are being put on a new dog park located next to Grosse
Pointe Woods City Hall. The park will be 17,000 square feet and feature bench-
es, waste receptacles and a water station. It’s expected to open in December
and will be the city’s second dog park, joining the existing one at Lake Front

Park.

PLAN:

Continued from page 4A

LevWood made a motion
— which passed unani-
mously — to table final
approval of the master
plan update until the
council’s December
meeting, so the body can
vote on a fully complete

document.

“'m in favor of Mr.
Wood’s suggestion, only
because I’d like to have a
complete document with
those suggestions in it,”
Mayor Louis Theros said.
“We’re not on a time
frame to have it done
today. It’s just that public
comment is closed today.
So I think if we can post

112323
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the final, final on the city
website with these last
few comments in it,
rather than just an

ple can read it in total.”
Farms city council is

expected to pass its mas-

ter plan update Monday,

addendum, I think peo- Dec. 11.
Cabbage Mark Tab
Saloon State Farm
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OUR VIEW

The only place
tobeisthe D’
on Turkey Day

illions of Americans share a similar
Thanksgiving morning ritual — pour-
ing that much-anticipated first cup of
coffee, throwing a turkey into the ov-
en, grabbing a warm blanket and get-
ting cozy by a fire to settle in to watch
the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York City.

But if you're a Detroiter, you know we don’t need
(or want) New York. A Detroit Thanksgiving brings
us an early-morning Turkey Trot, followed by
America’s Thanksgiving Day Parade down Woodward
Avenue, a tradition here since 1924. These events
mark an action-packed holiday that centers around
family and friends cheering in our living rooms during
anationally televised NFL game, featuring our Detroit
Lions.

These events combine to create the perfect recipe
that gets the whole country into the holiday spirit. And
lucky us, we get to be at the heart of it all, as we enjoy
great food and gather in the company of our loved
ones.

Simply put, the “D” is the only place to be on Turkey
Day.

Let’s start with how thousands of equally active-yet-
crazy Detroiters begin their Thanksgiving Day — with
exercise. Before sunrise, running enthusiasts, friend
groups and families will head to the “parade before the
parade,” better known as the Turkey Trot, now in its
41th year. Last year the Turkey Trot was Michigan’s
second-largest race with 19,002 timed finishers, plus
1,000 more who ran the Mashed Potato Mile.

On Thursday, these brave and healthy souls once
again will wake up in the wee hours of Thanksgiving
morning, some in fun costumes including turkey hats,
feather boas and tutus, to complete races with sea-
sonal names like the 10k Turkey Trot, 5k Stuffing
Strut, Cranberry Combo or the aforementioned
Mashed Potato Mile. To boot, 500 volunteers will see
that these races go off without a hitch.

Masses of Detroiters also take part in a 97-year tra-
dition that is a great source of pride, the Thanksgiving
Day parade. Nearly 1 million hearty Detroiters brave
the elements to watch it in person, making it one of
the country’s largest spectator parades. Elaborate
floats, paper maché bigheads of celebrities, a clown
corps, high school marching bands and dance teams
drum up early-morning excitement, serving as our
city’s special rite of passage to kick off the holidays.

Others make the parade “Must See TV” from their
living rooms. Some of us of a particular age remember
watching former hosts Mort Crim and Carmen Harlan
bring us the parade play-by-play, while the newer gen-
eration gets to enjoy Grosse Pointe’s own Devin
Scillian and his co-host Kimberly Gill to help get us
into the holiday mood.

The fanfare of our annual parade and related fes-
tivities serves as the perfect warmup to the Detroit
Lions game, a coast-to-coast broadcast that has most
of America tuning in. But this year, our Motor City
Kitties aren’t the butt of the joke. We’re finally one of
the NFL teams that’s making headlines for all the right
reasons.

Kickoff is at 12:30 p.m. — the Lions versus NFC
North foe, the Green Bay Packers. This year, we greet
this game, dare we say, with a bit more swagger than
normal. A confidence that our men in Honolulu Blue
and Silver will emerge victorious — and eat the pro-
verbial John Madden turkey leg when the clock hits
zero. Currently sitting on top of the division at 8-2, this

4 TURKEY FACTS
YOU PROBABLY
DIDN’T KNOW/

7, TURKEY’S DON’T HAVE EXTERNAL EARS,
THEY HAVE EAR OPENINGS
COVERED BY A SMALL FLAP OF FUZZ,

2. KNOWN FOR GOBBLE, GOBBLE . . .
BUT TURKEYS ALSO CLUCK AND
PURR LIKE A CAT,

3. TURKEYS CAN RECOGNIZE EACH OTHER
BY THEIR VOICES, AND MORE THAN 20
UNIQUE VOCALIZATIONS HAVE BEEN

ILLUSTRATION BY KENNETH SCHOP
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Belle Isle aquarium 1s
America’s ‘most beautiful

e are happy to see the

country is taking notice of

yet another outstanding

landmark in our “pleasant

peninsula” here in

Southeast Michigan —
Belle Isle Aquarium in Detroit, which visitors
just named America’s most beautiful from
among 175 aquariums around the country, ac-
cording to a recent analysis by Aquarium Store
Depot.

The national blog and information source
analyzed hundreds of aquarium reviews on
Tripadvisor to determine the country’s most
beautiful aquarium. Nearly 30.7 percent of vis-
itor reviews referenced the Belle Isle
Aquarium’s beauty, based on the prevalence
of specific keywords related to aesthetics,
including, “beautiful,” “breathtaking,” “stun-
ning,” “pretty,” “gorgeous,” “cute,” “pictur-
esque” and “scenic.”

Aquatics expert and author Mark
Valderrama analyzed the survey, ordering the
rankings according to the percentage of
reviews that contained any of these keywords.
(Aquariums with fewer than 100 total reviews
were omitted from the ranking.)

He said of our local gem: “Belle Isle
Aquarium is not only one of America’s oldest
aquaria, but also one of the country’s most
beautiful to experience. This stands to reason,
given that the historic building hosts a range
of aquatic life from all over the world, giving
visitors the chance to not only admire the
exhibits, but also to learn about both local
Great Lakes species and those from further
afield.”

Our gorgeous aquarium outpaced the

Butterfly House & Aquarium in Sioux Falls,
S.D., which placed second, with 30.1 percent
of reviews mentioning its beauty, and the
Birch Aquarium in La Jolla, Calif., which
placed third, with 25.8 percent of reviewers
remarking on its beauty.

The remaining top 10 most beautiful aquar-
iums, in order, include:

4.) Point Defiance Zoo & Aquarium in
Tacoma, Wash.

5.) Seacoast Science Center in Rye, N.H.

6.) VIA Aquarium in Schenectady, N.Y.

7.) Sea Life Park Hawaii in Waimanalo,
Hawaii

8.) Mississippi Aquarium in Gulfport, Miss.

9.) Aquarium at the Boardwalk in Branson,
Mo.

10.) Cape Cod Museum of Natural History
in Brewster, Mass.

First opened in 1904, Belle Isle Aquarium is
one of the oldest aquariums in America, con-
taining more than 200 different saltwater and
freshwater species. The historic building hosts
fish from all over the world, with the majority
of species coming from the Great Lakes region.
The aquarium shut down in 2005, but was
reopened in 2012, after the community showed
there was enough demand to support it.

We encourage all Grosse Pointers to patron-
ize one of metro Detroit’s jewels over the hol-
idays. The Belle Isle Aquarium is located on
the island in the heart of Detroit at 3 Inselruhe
Ave. It is open year-round from 10 a.m. to 4
p-m. Friday through Sunday. Admission is
free, though a $5 donation is encouraged.

For more information call the Belle Isle
Conservancy Office at (313) 331-7760, or email
info@belleisleconservancy.org.

team has taken on the personality of its head
coach, Dan Campbell, a former NFL tight end
who no longer is just talking about breaking
kneecaps, but doing it by mowing down teams
like the Kansas City Chiefs, Tampa Bay
Buccaneers and Baltimore Rav ... well, we’ll
skip that Ravens game and forget it ever hap-
pened.

We’ll keep focusing on our wins and hope for
yet another one this Thursday. Our pumpkin
pie will taste even sweeter if a victory comes at
the expense of the loathsome Pack.

And Grosse Pointers, don’t forget that we get

bonus miles Friday morning after Thanksgiving
when we get to see some of these fantastic
floats, including a new sleigh for Santa, and
spectacular performers in our parade from The
Hill through The Village, along Kercheval.

So let’s get excited. Take advantage of all of
the sights and sounds Detroit offers on
Thanksgiving Day. It’s our version of the
Oscars, Super Bowl, an Emimem concert and
Oprah’s Favorite Things, all rolled into one.
Let’s show the country what Motor City pride
looks like this Thanksgiving and why we are
thankful for being Detroiters this holiday.
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GROSSE POINTE 7-DAY
WEATHER FORECAST

LoCAL,

Expect More.

THU FRI SAT SUN MON TUE WED
NS OS ONESOS
48 40° 39° 37° 38 41 39
31° 317 36 290 26 307 26
Gougy Cowdy cloudy ik - TENX T Gouty
A0% O0% O10% O 10% 0% 0% & 10%
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LETTERS

The Grosse Pointe News welcomes your letters to the edi-
tor. All letters should be typed, double-spaced and signed.
Letters longer than 250 words may be edited for length.
All letters may be edited for content. We reserve the right
to refuse any letter. Include daytime phone number for
verification or questions. The deadline for letters is 3 p.m.
Monday. Letters to the editor may by emailed to editor@
grossepointenews.com.

Weather data courtesy of Channel 4, WDIV Detroit e ClickOnDetroit.com
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I SAY By Laurel Kraus

‘F'rom Drug Dealer to Hope Dealer’

t 12 years
old, Jamie
Carzares
was doing
cocaine,
running
the streets of Chicago
with a pistol as part of the
Latin Kings and sleeping
in cars. His mother —
helplessly witnessing
him turn away from the

belief and principles she
had tried to instill in his
life — prayed God would
reach him.

And she never stopped.

Not when he, at 29
years old, shot up a strip
club and led police on a
26-minute, high-speed
chase until they took out
his tires with spike strips.

And not when he was
released from prison
after six years only to be
caught three months
later dealing drugs with
his young daughter in
the back seat.

“I’d get up there in
front of prosecutors and
trials and on paper I look

ugly,” Carzares says in
his testimony.
“Robberies and gun
charges and shoot outs
and no matter what they
said, my mom never saw
me different.

“She was always pray-
ing for me and thank
God. That’s why I always
tell the moms, ‘Don’t
stop praying. Don’t stop.’
I was 35 and I’'d already
been to prison five times
and that’s when God
woke me up.”

You can still Google
his name and find head-
lines such as “Man cap-
tured after 100-mph
chase,” and “Chase

through midtown yields
arrest of shooting sus-
pect.” If you do, you’ll
also find a mugshot
depicting a man with
what I could only
describe as lifeless eyes.

The same man who
later would spend 18
hours a day in solitary
confinement reading a
Bible until he fell asleep
with it on his chest, only
to wake up and start
again the next day. The
same man who today, in
his 40s, leads a men’s
ministry for hardened
felons and is more faith-
ful than any born-and-
raised Christian I've ever

known.

The story of God’s
transformative power on
Carzares’ life, which I
recently came across on
a podcast, is genuinely
one of the things I'm
most thankful for at the
moment as we stop and
reflect this Thanksgiving
week.

It’s emboldened my
own faith and served as a
precious and very real
reminder that not only is
no one ever too far gone
for God, but also that
answers to prayer can
come after decades.

A wise friend of mine
recently reflected that

sometimes waiting may
be God’s way of giving us
more time to pray.

She also has said that
perhaps God allows us to
hit rock bottom to remind
us — while we’re so busy
focusing on worldly
things that bring us such
fleeting happiness — that
He is all we need.

Anyone interested or
curious can hear
Carzares’ story straight
from him on a podcast
episode called “From
Drug Dealer to Hope
Dealer,” on The Way of
Love podcast by Alex
Liu. It’s on both YouTube
and Spotify.

YESTERDAY'S HEADLINES

1948

75 years ago this week

CHURCHGOERS SEE
DREAMS COMING
TRUE: At the conclusion
of the morning worship
Sunday, Nov. 14, the
congregation of Grosse
Pointe Congregational
Church, meeting in
Richard School,
adjourned to their new
church site at Chalfonte
and Lothrop for a
ground-breaking cere-
mony in preparation for
the erection of their new
edifice.

FARMS OFFICIALS
START MOVE TO HAVE
FLUORINE ADDED TO
WATER SUPPLY: If a
move initiated Monday
night by the Farms coun-
cil is carried to fruition,
Grosse Pointe will be one
of the world’s leaders in
a new health program. It
is a proposal to add
sodium fluoride salt —
popularly known as fluo-
rine — to the Farms
water supply as a method
of reducing tooth decay.

WINKELMAN’S
NEWEST STORE
OPENS: Today marks
the opening of the beau-
tiful new Winkelman’s
Grosse pointe store,
16834 Kercheval, near
Cadieux, in the Village.
The formal opening will
be at noon with open
house extending
throughout the day. The
new store will carry fash-
ionable styles in wom-
en’s apparel, accessories
and millinery. Each
woman visiting the store
today will be given a
rose.

BUS COMPANY
REQUESTS RATE
HIKE: An increase in bus
fares looms for Grosse
Pointers who commute
to downtown Detroit via
the Lake Shore Coach

Lines buses. This was
disclosed at City, Farms
and Woods council meet-
ings this week when let-
ters from the coach
company president,
Walter Schweikart, were
read asking a parley on
the subject.

1973

50years ago this week

TEACHER PAY FIGHT
FACES TWO HURDLES:
Another bargaining ses-
sion was set by the Board
of Education and the
teachers’ association
representatives for Nov.
21. Two major stumbling
blocks remain to be hur-
dled. One is a teachers’
demand for a commit-
ment from the board for
a “no-cut” of staff
through the 1975-76
school year regardless of
predicted declines in
enrollment. The other is
a demand by the teach-
ers that $100,000 be ear-
marked by the board for
curriculum development
and program enrichment
during the three-year life
of the agreement.

REPORT GOOD
HAPPENINGS
OCCURRING WITH
STUDENTS AT NORTH,
SOUTH: There’s some-
thing good happening
this year with the stu-
dents at North and South
high schools. There’s an
intangible feeling among
administrators, teachers
and the students them-
selves that things are
better this year than in
the past few years. But
attempts to identify
exactly what has
changed produce a vari-
ety of responses. Some
call it “less radicalism,”
others “a quieter atmo-
sphere,” and one sums it
up by saying, “the stu-
dents are now trying to

work within the system.”
Persons close to the situ-
ation, however, readily
cite examples of how
they think the student
body has improved.

1998

25 years ago this week

WOODS COUNCIL
MAKES BUSINESS

WAIT WHILE IT
DEBATES SIGN
POLICY: A simple

request for a sign vari-
ance on Mack by busi-
nessman Brian
Freshwater sparked a
policy discussion by the
Woods City Council that
left Freshwater on hold
for the duration of the
debate. Cathie and Brian
Freshwater are planning
to open a Breadsmith
fresh bread bakery in the
19400 block of Mack.
They requested that the
council allow them to put
up a sign on the roof of
their building. Current
city ordinances forbid
roof signs and require
businesses to place them
on the front facade of the
business.

HELP IS ON THE
WAY FOR METRO:
When it comes to Metro
Airport, it’s a matter of
good news and bad news.
The good news is that
when the $2 billion in
renovations to the air-
port are completed,
Metro will be one of the
most modern airports in
North America. The bad
news it that the work
isn’t scheduled to be
completed until 2001.

VILULAGE
STREETSCAPE PLANS
READY: In a sign of how
much the Village shop-
ping area means to the
Grosse Pointes, more
than 150 people disre-
garded last week’s storm
to participate in a com-

586-771-6770

Shop Online at whistle-stop.com

Mon-Sat 10-8 * Sun 12-5| 21714 Harper Ave - 81/2 Mile, St. Clair Shores

munity workshop on the
business district’s
streetscape improve-
ment project. Undaunted
by high winds that lit-
tered the community
with tree limbs and
downed wires, interested
residents went to the
Neighborhood Club to
review the project and
offer suggestions.

2013

10years ago this week

FARMS NIXES
GOVERNMENT
RADAR: The city coun-
cil this week refused the
installation of a shore-
side surveillance radar
station. Federal agents
wanted the radar to
detect illegal cross-bor-

der activity on lower
Lake St. Clair. The
denial ends efforts by
the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security’s
Customs and Border
Protection Division to
place a 10-foot radar
atop a 60-foot camera
tower on land leased
from the Grosse Pointe
Club in Grosse Pointe
Farms.

K-9 RALEIGH WAS A
FRIEND OF THE
COMMUNITY: Raleigh
the police dog, 9, was
euthanized last week, a
few days after being
diagnosed with cancer.
Raleigh and his one-
and-only handler, Sgt.
Michael Almeranti of
the City of Grosse Pointe
Public Safety
Department, were part-
ners in crime-fighting
since October 2005.

PARK TIGHTENS
ORDINANCE: Officials
have put the final
touches on a new ordi-
nance that tightens con-
trol the city has over
rental units, landlords
and tenants in the Park.
The new law grew out of
concerns expressed by
residents that landlords
were allowing large
numbers of people to
occupy rental units and
there was little enforce-
ment of existing regula-
tions determining the
upkeep of rental units.
The murder in May of a
Wayburn resident high-
lighted the problem,
when it was revealed
that a suspect in the case
was living in an attic of a
rental unit with five
other members of his
family, including small
children.
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GPPSS updating playgrounds after federal complaint

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

THE GROSSE POINTES
— The Grosse Pointe
Public School System
will spend up to $577,500
to upgrade playground
equipment at four loca-
tions after receiving a
complaint from the U.S.

Department of
Education’s Office of
Civil Rights.

The district received
notice last November
that playground equip-
ment at Kerby, Defer,
Maire, Ferry, Mason,
Monteith and Richard
elementary schools and
Barnes Early Childhood
Center were not in com-
pliance with the

Americans with
Disabilities Act.

The complaint alleged
the district is “discrimi-
nating against children
and adults with physical
impairments, vision
impairments and mobil-
ity impairments on the
basis of disability.” It
went on to say the play-
grounds at those build-
ings do not have
equipment that is acces-
sible or an accessible
route inside the play-
grounds.

The OCR correspon-
dence does not identify
who originally filed the
complaint.

In response to the com-
plaint, the district out-
lined several steps it

would take and laid out a
timeline to accomplish
those steps, including a
self-evaluation to include
a review of policies and
procedures that govern
the programs, activities
and services at the play-
grounds; a determina-
tion of physical barriers
at each playground;
steps to rectify problems
and a timeline for com-
pletion.

The GPPSS Board of
Education at its meeting
Tuesday, Nov. 14,
approved a contract for
$525,000 with Great
Lakes Recreation Co. of
Holland — including a
contingency of $52,500
— to upgrade play-
grounds at Defer,

Monteith, Ferry and
Barnes. The motion
passed 6-0, with
Secretary Ginny Jeup
unable to attend the
meeting.

Ben Matteson, district
director of facilities, said
issues at some play-
grounds mentioned in
the complaint have been
resolved.

“It was determined
Maire didn’t have any
issues and at Richard we
just needed to put in a
walkway to the merry-
go-round,” he said. “We
were able to take care of
some things internally
with some concrete
repairs and new mulch.”

Kerby unveiled a new
playground over the

summer and the Mason
PTO continues to raise
funds to install an acces-
sible playground.

A progress report is
due to the federal gov-
ernment by September
2024, with all work
scheduled for comple-
tion by September 2025.

At the same meeting,
the board approved a
contract for $350,000 for
PEA Group of Brighton to
perform civil engineering
work for parking lot
improvements. PEA’s bid
was the lowest of four
firms.

Matteson said the plan
is to do repairs next year
at Mason, Defer and
Grosse Pointe North and
South high schools, with

Kerby, Monteith, Richard
and Parcells Middle
School to follow in 2025.

“We did a full evalua-
tion of all our parking lots
in 2022 and this will
address the ones that
scored lowest,” Matteson
noted. “And in some
cases it won’t be the full
parking lot, just the worst
areas, such as the back-
side, or the Morningside
lot, at North.”

Interim Superintendent
Chris Fenton said the
costs will be about
$150,000 less expensive
by going directly with an
engineering firm, rather
than hiring an architect
who would then subcon-
tract the civil engineer-
ing portion.

St. Paul Educational Trust
honors McGanns for
46-year ‘Legacy of Learning’

The St. Paul
Educational Trust board
recently celebrated the
46th anniversary of its
establishment and used
the occasion to honor
Tom and Lynn McGann,
founders of the
Educational Trust.

“We mark the begin-
ning of the Educational
Trust with its incorpora-
tion in 1977, but it actu-
ally started much earlier
when Tom and Lynn
became alarmed by the
closing of St. Paul High
School in 1971,” said
Kathleen Conway, chair
of the trust. “They had
four young daughters, all

of whom they had
planned to send to St.
Paul for both grade and
high school and now that
wasn’t possible. In 1971
alone, 56 schools in the
Archdiocese of Detroit
were closed and the
McGanns worried that
closing might become the
fate of the elementary
school as well.”

There were many rea-
sons for the school clo-
sures, but most were
owing to financial con-
cerns. Recognizing this
situation, the McGanns
looked for ways to ensure
the long-term viability of
St. Paul Elementary

School, spending more
than three years research-
ing the developing of
endowment funds and
convincing the archdio-
cese of the need and justi-
fication of establishing
one for the St. Paul parish
school.

Once permission was
given, an additional year
was spent establishing
the trust, drawing up arti-
cles of incorporation and
bylaws, as well as recruit-
ing prominent members
of the parish — with a
variety of skill sets and
who were leaders in the
wider metro Detroit com-
munity — to serve on the

COURTESY PHOTO

Tom McGann shows the commemorative plaque to guests.

founding board.

When the trust was for-
mally incorporated, the
board selected Tom
McGann as chairman —a
position he held the next
38 years.

“Tom has been indis-
pensable in promoting
the fund, recruiting addi-

tional board members as
people retired and over-
seeing the investments
for more than 40 years,”
Conway said. “He has
served as chairman emer-
itus for the past seven
years and has been solely
responsible for keeping
all trust records up to date

and in order.”

Since its beginning, the
fund has donated well
over $2 million in direct
grants to the school, as
well as tuition assistance
and merit scholarships to
parish students. Each

See TRUST, page 9A

HOUSING:

Continued from page 1A

to the GPPSS Board of
Education. “We are con-
fident that this program
will contribute to the
growth and success of
both our educators and

S18=822=0800

: 15139 KERCHEVAL, GROSSE POINTE PARK

the Grosse Pointes and
Harper Woods.”

Jon Cotton is the
brother of Sean Cotton,
owner of the Grosse
Pointe News and school
board treasurer. He, as
well as their mother,
Shery Cotton, serve on
the board of the founda-

tion.

The letter, coinciden-
tally, is dated Nov. 16,
2023, the same date the
foundation was started in
2010.

“The generosity of the
Cotton family never
ceases to amaze me,”
Board President Ahmed

The earth provides us with so many natural, pampering elements to treat and protect the skin.
Our products are handcrafted with healthy ingredients that heal, condition and soothe, such
as nourishing butters, therapeutic essential oils, vitamin-enriched extracts and more. You'll
love reading our product labels because you can recognize what’s on the ingredient list!

Marla Nemanic

Independent Executive Director
T: (954) 608-9632 M: (313) 251-1233 E: marla@nemanic.com
5 Website: www.ourlemongrassspa.com/marlanemanic

Ismail said. “Their dedi-
cation to bringing the
best and the brightest
staff to our schools by
way of the Grosse Pointe
Housing Foundation is
just one example of their
generosity that ultimately
touches all of our stu-
dents and families
throughout our school
System.”

Grants are available to
teachers and staff who
meet the following crite-
ria:

& Move from outside
the district boundaries
and enroll a student or
students into kindergar-
ten through 12th grade at
a GPPSS school; or

@ Currently live in the
district and transfer a
student or students from
a non-GPPSS school to a
GPPSS school.

To qualify under either
criterion, the student or
students must not have
been enrolled in the dis-
trict during the previous
three years.

Grants include $200
per month as a base, plus
$200 per month for each
qualified student enrolled
in GPPSS. The minimum
grant is $500 and can be
used for rent, mortgage
payments or any other
housing-related
expenses.

Grants will continue
for the duration of the
staff member’s employ-
ment with the district and
are contingent on the
continued enrollment of
the staff member’s stu-
dent or students.

“We believe this initia-
tive will not only enhance
the bond between educa-

tors and the community,
but also contribute to the
overall well-being of our
staff,” Jon Cotton said.
“By providing financial
support for housing, we
hope to alleviate some of
the challenges associated
with living expenses,
allowing our educators to
focus more on their pas-
sion for teaching.”

Teachers who have
received grants in the
past, including nine from
the previous program,
have gotten $254,000 to
date.

The foundation has
given out more than $2
million in grants to stu-
dents from numerous
local colleges and univer-
sities and employees in
the service industry.

See gphousing.com for
more information.
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Superintendent survey results in

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

THE GROSSE POINTES
— Most respondents to a
survey about what stake-
holders prefer in the next
Grosse Pointe Public
School System’s superin-
tendent want someone
who has been a superin-
tendent in another school
district.

Some 429 respondents
out of 846 people who
took the survey said being
a superintendent in
another district would
prove most valuable, fol-
lowed closely by building
principal (409) and
teacher (407). Another

385 chose assistant super-
intendent.

Jay Bennett, assistant
director of executive
search services with the
Michigan Association of
School Boards, presented
the results of the survey at
the GPPSS Board of
Education meeting
Tuesday, Nov. 14.

“That’s one of the
higher numbers I've
seen,” he said, regarding
the number of respon-
dents.

The survey was open
more than a month, and a
week before it closed
Bennett said there had
been 550 responses.
Bennett also held several

listening sessions around
the district and met with
teachers, staff, adminis-
trators and students.

“There were a lot of
comments to comb
through, so we created a
word cloud,” Bennett
said. “The strengths
came through loud and
clear, those being the
teachers, the schools,
parents and students.”

Challenges facing the
district include funding
and enrollment.

Almost 70 percent of
respondents said they
have lived in the Pointes
10 or more years, while
almost 20 percent were
district employees.

Respondents also were
spread across a variety of
backgrounds, including
parents, grandparents or
guardians of current or
former students, alumni
and members of civic
organizations. Some 25
respondents were cur-
rent students, although
only three board mem-
bers filled out the survey.

Respondents also want
the new superintendent
to have expertise in cur-
riculum development,
budget development and
contract negotiations.
Specific skills include
the ability to develop and
oversee an effective
management team,

proven success at raising
student achievement and
demonstrated ability to
develop creative solu-
tions to complex prob-
lems.

Personal characteristics
receiving high marks were
honest and ethical, trans-
parent and approachable.

Bennett said the results
of the survey would be
added to the job posting
and those who applied
before Wednesday, Nov.
15, would be given a
chance to update their
resume and cover letter.
Applications were due
Tuesday, Nov. 21.

Board members at their
next meeting, Tuesday,

Nov. 28, will finalize inter-
view questions and nar-
row the field of candidates,
with interviews
Wednesday and Thursday,
Dec. 6 and 7. Two finalists
will be brought back for
second interviews
Tuesday, Dec. 12.

Bennett said an optimal
number of candidates
selected for interviews
would be six or seven,
with each interview sched-
uled for one hour. Only
the names of those
selected for interviews will
be made public. A closed
session at the Nov. 28
meeting is possible to dis-
cuss any internal candi-
dates.

South choir presents
‘Sounds of the Season’

The award-winning
choirs from Grosse
Pointe South High
School kick off the holi-
days with their annual
“Sounds of the Season”
Friday and Saturday,
Dec. 1 and 2, at the
Christian A. Fenton
Performing Arts Center
at Grosse Pointe North
High School, 707
Vernier, Grosse Pointe
Woods.

Show times are 7 p.m.
each night, with a mati-
nee at 2 p.m. Saturday.
Pointe Singers, South
Singers, Concert Choir,
The Suspensions and
solo performances will

be featured, along with
tap-dancing Santas and
the Hallelujah Chorus.

Tickets are $15 for
adults, $5 for students
and free for 5 and under.
See gpsouthchoir.org
for information.

Choir students also
will be caroling in the
community Friday and
Saturday, Dec. 15 and
16. Email caroling@
gpsouthchoir.org to
schedule an ensemble
for your event.

Future shows include
The Winter Spectacular
in January and
“Broadway,” featuring
senior solos, next spring.

TRURST:

Continued from page 8A

year the trust funds 21
scholarships, as well as
thousands of dollars in
grants to St. Paul School.
During the past 46 years,
hundreds of parish chil-
dren have benefited from
tuition assistance from the
St. Paul Educational Trust.

The McGanns were pre-
sented with a commemo-
rative plaque and a
memory book containing
letters and photos from
past scholarship recipi-
ents, board members, a
former pastor and former
principal. During his 46
years of board service,
Tom McGann has worked
with six pastors and seven
principals at St. Paul par-
ish and school.

COSTS:

Continued from page 1A

comes before any
increases must be
accounted for in costs for
wages, benefits, supplies
or purchases services.

“This is why we created
this committee in the first
place,” Board President
Ahmed Ismail said. “We
need to go into the bud-
get process with less
angst and less drama
than last time.”

The district has almost
$3.6 million in ESSER
money remaining, which
must be spent by
September 2024. The
district also has about
$701,000 in state grants
in the current budget
meant to offset ESSER
funds and could poten-
tially receive another
$130,000 for next fiscal
year.

The district has
received some $15 mil-
lion in federal money
over the course of the
pandemic. Expenses
included equipment to
reopen schools, reducing
class sizes, running sum-
mer school and hiring
paraprofessionals.

“The money early on
was used to safely reopen
schools and address
learning loss,” Howell
said. “Currently, much of
it is going toward social
workers and school

nurses.”

At issue is what are
considered legacy costs
and extra costs. Howell
said the district was
spending around $2 mil-
lion from its general fund
before the pandemic to
pay for what grant dol-
lars have covered and
there’s $2.4 million now
being spent only because
of the grant money.

“So basically we either
have to take $4.4 million
from our fund equity or
we have to cut some-
where else,” Ismail said.

The current fund
equity is just shy of $9.8
million. During its fiscal
year 2022-23 audit
report, Plante Moran
noted districts that used
ESSER funds to pay for
legacy costs face future
budget issues.

“We’ve got $2.4 million
in extra costs and $2 mil-
lion in legacy costs in our

budget and we have to
look at those closely,”
Board Treasurer Sean
Cotton said. “Those fed-
eral dollars are definitely
not coming back.

“I find it concerning
that Plante Moran talked
about districts being in a
tougher spot that used
COVID dollars to pay
legacy costs,” he contin-
ued. “That money was
supplanting dollars that
should have come from
the general fund. It’s
something we really
have to think about.”

After a protracted bud-
get battle this past
spring, Ismail said he
wants to speed up the
process. The board
passed its current budget
June 20, just 10 days
before the start of the
new fiscal year. Ismail
said he’d prefer to have
the next budget in place
at least a month earlier.
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o Heatingl'e Cooling ¢ Humidifiers

e Air Cleaners ¢ Rheem Air Conditioners
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COURTESY PHOTO

The board of trustees of the St. Paul Educational Trust with Tom and Lynn
McGann. Pictured back row, from left, are Bill Hanigan, Mary Scott, Jennifer
O’Donnell, Ellen Gormley, Kristin Mixon and Brian McCabe. Front row from
left are John Capuano, Lynn McGann, Tom McGann and Kathleen Conway.

Accenting your home with
custom Decor by Darina
Custom Pillows & Cushions

‘ N Jith the crisp months of Fall and Winter approaching let us

create custom made gifts for your loved ones or your home
that suits your style. I can craft pillows out of outgrown sweaters,
blankets, skirts or shirts-recycling what you already have or finding
just the right fabric online as part of the design process. As the
seasons change so do the fabrics, from light to warm and cozy
colors. I consider every detail as we move through the consultation
process. I have been a Grosse Pointe resident for over 20 years &
serving clients and friends with affordable charges is my way of
giving back to the community I love. Please call or email for your
personalized consultation for a gift in time for Christmas or for your
own home. Here to inspire, here to help-Darina

House & Home

Darina McCarty, LLC
313.598.0264

dmccarty260@gmail.com

€2ETHH



10A GROSSE POINTE NEWS, NOVEMBER 23, 2023

[} [ J [}
Wayne County Community College District
, *x
f( S ¢ . an ] X X
,}(7( r *" > ‘1 K1 F¥
L@
X K HOLIDAY FAMILY TRADITIONS
E
"y
Abby Aliyah Brooklyn Cece Harper
Schuster Lioyd Frazier Brown Shumaker
Richard Tyrone Tyrone Kerby Kerby
Edward Ellington Frieda Josephine Liesl
Schwartz Surowki Linford Roy Jahnke
Defer Maire Defer Maire Kerby
Lilah Lucy Maria Dahlia Matilda Penelope
Page Wehrmann Bourdane Halpin Bertrand
Maire Maire Defer Kerby Kerby
Penny Quinn Rena Savannah Shepherd
Gardner Donnelly Pesta Fisher Klotz
Ferry Richard Defer Kerby Mason
Theodore Thurston Valentino Vincent Greta
Dusky Ward Ali Rossetii Gardner
Monteith Richard Defer Defer Ferry
| Powarable Wenton Studentss |
KERBY ELEMENTARY Mae Martinico Grade 3 Helen Woodside Grade 4 Roberto Victor Toda V.T Grade 3
Lucy Tymrak Grade 3 Devon Westphalen Grade 3 Luca Young Grade 3 Bradley Stines Grade 3
Charlotte Calito Grade 3 Liam Jabara Grade 3 Norah Konieczki Grade 4 Alice Konieczki Grade 1
Claire Girdwood Grade 3 Henry Rizzo Grade 4 Liam Janutol Grade 3 Claire Kelly Grade 2
Julia Woodside Grade 2 Amelia Donathan Grade 3 Jenna Safadi Grade 3 Leah Bleau Grade 3
Rosalie “Rosie” Briles Grade 3  Leander Strabbing Grade 3 Paul Mallon Grade 3 Rocco Nielubowicz Grade 2
Harlan Mosher Grade 3 Catherine Kozlowski Grade 3 Evelyn Hanna Grade 3
DEFER ELEMENTARY RICHARD ELEMENTARY MAIRE ELEMENTARY TYRONNE ELEMENTARY
Dana Richards Grade 1 Alexis Vanderpool Grade 4 Casper Chrobak Grade 4 Kayla Simmons Grade 3
Carli Barber Grade 2 Lilliana Ward Grade 2 Hazel Patterson Grade 1
Maddy Mackinnon Grade 2 Charlie Donnelly Grade 3 Ava Martusiewicz Grade 2 zERRYVELEMIENTgRJ P
Celeste Brass-Beers Grade 1 Scarlett (Letty) Nyenhuis Grade 2 7VETY VOrmelker Grade
James Pesta Grade 1 Morgan Page Grade 3
Piper Cornwell Grade 4 Photos courtesy of Yellow Door Photography
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Fontbonne’s White Christmas Ball is Dec. 1

Proceeds support multidisciplinary cancer clinic at Ascension

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

As the wife of a surgi-
cal oncologist, Stephanie
Berri knows the strain
placed on people who are
dealing with a cancer
diagnosis. Not only does
such a diagnosis affect
the patient, but it affects
family, friends and even
coworkers, she said.

“I've also been affected
by cancer,” noted Berri,
who serves as the chair-
woman of this year’s
Fontbonne Auxiliary
White Christmas Ball.
“My father-in-law was
diagnosed with mela-
noma of the eye in 2008,
and had to go to Houston
to get treatment.

“I relate personally
with what a family has to
go through when a loved
one has cancer,” she con-
tinued. “It’s a journey
when you find out some-
one you love has cancer
— ajourney emotionally,
physically and mentally
— so this is very dear to
me.”

“This” is the mission of
this year’s White
Christmas Ball, the
implementation of a mul-
tidisciplinary cancer

clinic at Ascension St.
John Hospital that will
bring together cancer
specialists’ expertise so
they may collaborate and
develop a plan of care tai-
lored to each patient.

The ball takes place
Friday, Dec. 1, at The
Henry in Dearborn, kick-
ing off with a cocktail
reception at 6 p.m.
Entertainment at this
black-tie event, which
includes dinner and
dancing, will be provided
by Skyline and the
Backstreet Horns.

“There are no honorees
this year,” said Lorna
Zalenski, Fontbonne
president. “Our goal is to
promote the multidisci-
plinary cancer center.”

The clinic, Berri said,
will enable patients to
receive the highest qual-
ity of care by bringing
cancer-related specialists
under one roof.

“Now when you get a
cancer diagnosis, you get
your lab work done at the
lab, then you see the
oncologist at his office
and the radiologist wher-
ever the radiologist will
meet you. It’s the same
for chemotherapy,”
Zalenski said. “This clinic

COURTESY PHOTO

The White Christmas Ball Committee includes, standing, from left,
Kimberleigh Bill, Recording Secretary Camille Cracchiolo, Jordan Cytacki and
Kathy McDonald; and seated, from left, Sally Cytacki, Corresponding
Secretary Madeleine Phillips, White Christmas Ball Chair Stephanie Berri and
Fontbonne Auxiliary President Lorna Zalenski.

will be a place where you
do what needs to be done
in one location.”

Added Berri, “Instead
of multiple appoint-
ments, it’s all in one spot,
one visit.”

Berri’s husband,
Richard N. Berri, M.D.,
received his training at
MD Anderson Cancer

Center in Houston, where
a similar multidisci-
plinary cancer clinic
exists. It’s what inspired
Berri to make it this
year’s mission.

“The clinic will allow
doctors to get together
and collaborate on all the
care for each specific
patient,” Zalenski noted,

“so they can provide the
highest quality of care all
at once.”

Zalenski, a nurse who
began her career in
oncology, also has faced
her share of cancer diag-
noses within her family.

“As a nurse, I'm the
one helping a lot of
them,” she said. “... It’s

not just the patient facing
it; it’s the whole family.
It’s children losing a par-
ent or siblings losing a
brother or sister.

“I would guess, unfor-
tunately, in this commu-
nity almost everybody
has been affected by a
cancer diagnosis in some
way, shape or form,” she
added.

Which is all the more
reason she hopes for a
strong turnout at the
White Christmas Ball,
which this year follows
the theme, A Season of
Hope.

“It’s a wonderful, fun
evening,” Zalenski said.
“Last year was our first
time back after COVID
and it was an amazing
event. We plan to push
through to be that way
again.”

Tickets are $350 per
person or $3,500 for a
table of 10. Patron dona-
tions and sponsorships
also are available.

“Everybody will be
acknowledged during the
program,” she added.

Zalenski commended
Berri for her leadership
efforts during the plan-

See BALL, page 4B

Something to ‘Believe’ 1n
Kids on the Go, Whistle Stop
partner for Giving Tuesday

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

As Kids on the Go wraps
up its 25th year of provid-
ing children, ages 3 to 17,
who have special needs
with physical, occupa-
tional, speech and recre-
ational therapies
throughout the year, the
nonprofit is teaming up
with Whistle Stop Hobby
& Toy for a special holi-
day project.

Giving Tuesday Believe
takes place 4 to 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Nov. 28, at
Whistle Stop and includes
a visit from Santa Claus
from 5 to 6 p.m.

For years, Kristy
Schena, founder and
executive director of Kids
on the Go, partnered for a
holiday program with
Johnstone & Johnstone
Realtors. Earlier this year
the agency merged with
Real Estate in the Pointes
under the Real Estate One
Family of Companies. As
it undergoes some
changes, its space cur-
rently is not available,
Schena said.

S
@&@

ssir.com
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Bracelets will be given to those who donate during

Giving Tuesday Believe.

“We had a wonderful
relationship with
Johnstone & Johnstone,”
she added, “but while
they’re going through this
transition with Real Estate
One, we found a new
opportunity to collaborate
with Whistle Stop.”

While searching for a
new location to host a
Giving Tuesday campaign
— not to mention a visit
from the Jolly Old Elf —
Schena decided the popu-
lar toy store would be a
perfect location.

Julie Everitt, co-owner
of Whistle Stop, jumped
at the opportunity.

“Kristy asked if we
could offer our building to

host it at our place,”
Everitt said. “It made
sense; we’re a toy store.
Kids waiting to see Santa
can run around and play.
“... We will have wish
lists available in the store
for children to fill out
while they’re waiting,”
she added. “We’ll also
have a mailbox if kids
want to write letters to
Santa and mail them. ...
And TI'll print out
Christmas coloring sheets
for while they’re waiting
to keep them occupied.”
Additionally, Everitt
decided that 20 percent of
all sales at Whistle Stop
for the day will be donated
to Kids on the Go. Schena

said proceeds will benefit
its Fun & Fitness and
Health & Wellness pro-
gramming,.

In return, those who
make a donation during
Giving Tuesday Believe
will receive a bracelet fea-
turing the word “Believe,”
which is the theme of this
year’s Kids on the Go
campaign.

“I love working with
Kristy,” Everitt noted. “I
was not personally aware
of Giving Tuesday, so I
looked it up and I think
it’s a wonderful occasion.
When I read about it, I
offered her 20 percent of
all sales that will go back
to Kids on the Go during
her event. It’s such a won-
derful organization.

“We feel honored that
Kristy reached out to us to
share this event.”

Whistle Stop is not a
new partner with Kids on
the Go. For years, the toy
store has hosted summer
toy nights, “where we cre-
ate developmental toy
lists for families that come
in and shop,” Schena said.

Four years ago, Whistle

Stop reached out to Kids
on the Go for help partici-
pating in the Grosse
Pointe Chamber of
Commerce Santa Claus
Parade, which this year
takes place at 10 a.m.
Friday, Nov. 24, along
Kercheval, from Grosse
Pointe Farms through the
City of Grosse Pointe.

“We asked Kids on the
Go if they would hold our
banner and walk for us in
the parade,” Everitt said.
“It’s hard for our employ-
ees to leave the store this
time of year.”

“The parade is on one of
the biggest shopping days
for them,” Schena noted.
“This is our fourth year
now for Kids on the Go
walking in it. We proudly
carry their banner.”

Those who can’t make
it to Whistle Stop for the
event may still make a

Signature | Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

18000 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe, Ml 48230

donation on the Kids on
the Go website, kid-
sonthegocamp.com.

Schena said she’d love
to reach $10,000 during
the Giving Tuesday event,
which is open to all.

“We are so blessed in
Grosse Pointe to have all
these great partners,” she
said. “Everybody is help-
ing everybody out. This is
a great community to
work with when you’re a
nonprofit. And Whistle
Stop has always been sup-
portive.”

Donations made to Kids
on the Go during Giving
Tuesday will be acknowl-
edged on social media.

Whistle Stop Hobby &
Toy is located at 21714
Harper, St. Clair Shores.
For more information, call
the store at (586) 771-
6770 or Kids on the Go at
(313) 332-1026.

313.888.8800




GROSSE POINTE NEWS, NOVEMBER 23, 2023

| FEATURES

High schoolers invited to compete in national speech contest

Winners earn scholarship money, chance to compete in state, national finals

High school students in
ninth through 12th
grades in the Wayne
County, Detroit and
Grosse Pointe area are
invited to compete in the
annual American Legion
High School Oratorical
Scholarship Program.
Since 1938, the program
has provided participants
with an academic speak-
ing challenge that
teaches leadership quali-
ties, the history of the
nation’s laws, the ability
to think and speak clearly
and an understanding of
the duties, responsibili-
ties, rights and privileges
of American citizenship.

The program has fea-
tured numerous politi-
cians and prominent
contestants over the
years, including former
presidential candidate
Alan Keyes and televi-
sion commentator Lou
Dobbs, Vice President
Mike Pence and Grosse
Pointe attorney and resi-
dent Ted Everingham.
Recent Grosse Pointe
state finalists include
Sophie Hugh, Grosse
Pointe South graduate;
Maria Fields, University
Liggett School graduate;
South graduates, Ponette

PHOTOS COURTESY OF DAN MCCRARY

Above, recent state contest winner Maria Fields and
her mother, and boys state contest winner Sam
Plieth and his mother, stand with Post 303
Commander Dan McCrary. Right, 2022 State
Commander Marilyn Britten with Andrew Kil, a
two-time state contest winner.

Rubio, Abigail Turnbull
and Gabriella Scipione;
and Detroit Catholic
Central High School
graduate Andrew Kil. Kil
participated in the
national championships
representing the I1st
District of the American
Legion.

The invitation to enter
the competition was
announced by Grosse
Pointe Post 303
Commander Dan
McCrary. The registra-
tion deadline is Friday,

Dec. 1.

To register, visit michi-
ganlegion.org/oratorical.
Those who do not com-
plete the online form by
Dec. 1 will not be able to
participate in the contest.

The first level of com-
petition begins in
January. Registered stu-
dents will be notified of
contest dates.

Resources and videos
to help students with the
oratory content, rules
and topics of the contest
may be found online at

legion.org/oratorical and
legion.org/oratorical/
resources.

The subject in the pre-
pared oration portion of
the contest must be about
some phase of the
Constitution of the
United States, emphasiz-
ing the duties and obliga-
tions of a citizen to the
U.S. government. The
prepared oration must be
the original effort of each
contestant and must be
eight to 10 minutes long.
A three- to five-minute

extemporaneous speech
on one of four preas-
signed amendment top-
ics also is required.

High school level one
winners receive $175 for
first place. Regional level
two winner receive $500
and runners-up receive
$200. State level scholar-
ship awards range from
$1,000 to $2,000.

The state contest takes
place March 2, at the
Michigan Historical
Center in Lansing. One
state winner goes on to

compete at the national
level in Indianapolis next
April.

In addition to awards
presented during various
elimination rounds of
competition, college
scholarships of $25,000,
$22,500 and $20,000 will
be awarded to first
-through third-place win-
ners in the national
finals. Each state winner
who competes in the first
round of the national
contest will receive a
$2,000 scholarship.
Participants in the sec-
ond round who do not
advance to the national
final round will receive
an additional $2,000
scholarship. The top
three youth orators who
have won all previous
elimination rounds of the
contest will vie for top
honors in the national
contest.

The American Legion
will pay the expenses of
state winners at the
national contest and all
regional winners com-
peting in the state con-
test.

For more information,
call Commander
McCrary at (313) 492-
7462.

AREAACTIVITIES

Lions

The Grosse Pointe
Lions Club hosts its 26th
annual Jingle Bell Walk
Run beginning at 9 a.m.
Friday, Nov. 24.
Participants should meet
between 8:15 and 8:40

a.m. in the banquet room
of Village Grille. The 2.2-
mile course includes
prizes and, of course, jin-
gle bells. Registration is
available online at jingle-
bell2023.eventbrite.com
or by mailing in the reg-

istration form, which
may be found in the
Lions Club special sec-
tion in this issue. All are
welcome to participate.

Library
The Grosse Pointe
Public Library hosts a
variety of programs. To
register for the following,
visit grossepointelibrary.
org.

We are grateful for all
those in our community
who work to build
bridges both in the
pursuit of justice and
peaceful solutions, with a
commitment to honoring
the humanity and dignity
of all our neighbors.

We join in gratitude,
with love, power, and
joy, in wishing all of
our neighbors a happy
season of gathering
and giving thanks!

&

Grosse Pointe
Congregational Church

& Central library
reopening and 70th anni-
versary celebration, 11
a.m. to 1 p.m. Friday,
Nov. 24, at Central, 10
Kercheval, Grosse Pointe
Farms.

& GPPL Friends $5 Bag
Sale, 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 25, at
Woods, 20680 Mack,
Grosse Pointe Woods.

@ Readers Choice Book
Discussion Group, 11
a.m. to noon Saturday,
Nov. 25, at Ewald, 15175
E. Jefferson, Grosse
Pointe Park.

4 4th Monday Book
Discussion, 1:30 to 2:30
p-m. Monday, Nov. 27, at

Ewald, 15175 E.
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe
Park.

4 1,000 Hours Outside
Full Moon Tea Party,
4:30to 5:30 p.m. Monday,
Nov. 27, at Ewald, 15175
E. Jefferson, Grosse
Pointe Park.

4 In Cold Mug Book
Discussion, 7 to 9 p.m.
Tuesday, Nov. 28, at
Bogartz Food & Spirits,
17441 Mack, Grosse
Pointe Park.

¢ Mystery Book
Discussion, 7 to 8 p.m.
Tuesday, Nov. 28, at
Woods, 20680 Mack,
Grosse Pointe Woods.

¢ 5th & 6th Grade
Book Group, 7 to 8:30
p-m. Tuesday, Nov. 28, at
Woods, 20680 Mack,
Grosse Pointe Woods.

& Special Effects
Makeup Workshop, 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. Wednesday,
Nov. 29, at Woods, 20680
Mack, Grosse Pointe
Woods.

¢ Teen Board Game
Club, 3:30 to 5 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 30, at
Woods, 20680 Mack,
Grosse Pointe Woods.

& Hustle for Health
Dance Class, noon to 1
p-m. Saturday, Dec. 2, at
Ewald, 15175 E.
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe
Park.

Blood drives

The American Red
Cross hosts the following
blood drives:

& 7:15 am. to 3:15
p-m. Friday, Nov. 24,
Ascension St. John
Hospital, 22101 Moross,
Detroit.

4 1 to 7 p.m. Friday,
Nov. 24, Our Lady of
Hope Catholic Church,

28301 Little Mack, St.
Clair Shores.

¢ Noon to 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 29,
The Lake House, 23500
Pare, Ste. 1, St. Clair
Shores.

¢ Noon to 6 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 30, St.
Joan of Arc Catholic
Church, 21620 Greater
Mack, St. Clair Shores.

¢ 11:30 a.m. to 5:30
p.m. Friday, Dec. 1,
Grosse Pointe Woods
Parks & Recreation
Community Center,
20025 Mack, Grosse
Pointe Woods.

¢ 11 am. to 5 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 4, Ford
House, 1100 Lakeshore,
Grosse Pointe Shores.

¢ 11 am. to 5 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 6, St.
Clair Shores City Hall,
27600 Jefferson, St. Clair
Shores.

¢ 8 am. to 2 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 10, St. Paul
on the Lake Catholic
Church, 157 Lakeshore,
Grosse Pointe Farms.

¢ 1 to 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 20,
Jefferson Masonic Lodge
No. 553, 22000 E. 11
Mile, St. Clair Shores.

Register at redcross-
blood.org.

Ford House

The Edsel & Eleanor
Ford House, 1100
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe
Shores, offers the follow-
ing programs:

¢ Holiday Main
Residence Tour, offered
various dates Friday,
Nov. 24, to Sunday, Dec.
31. Costs vary.

& Accessible Holiday
Tour, Tuesdays, Nov. 28,
and Dec. 5, 12 and 19.
Costs vary.

& Cookies with Santa,
2 p.m. Dec. 2,5, 6,9, 12,
13 and 16. Cost is $20 for
member children, $30 for
nonmember children.

# Breakfast with Santa,
8:30 and 11:30 a.m.
Sundays, Dec. 3 and 17.
Costs vary.

& Mistletoe Mingle, 7
p-m. Thursday, Dec. 14.
Admission is $55 for
members, $70 for non-
members.

For tickets and infor-
mation, visit fordhouse.
org.

Posterity Gallery
Posterity Gallery,

17005 Kercheval, City of
Grosse Pointe, hosts the
following programs and
classes:

& The gallery offers
refreshments, light
snacks, prizes, coupons
and holiday shopping on
Small Business Saturday,
Nov. 25.

& The Artist Holiday
Market at Posterity holi-
day open house takes
place 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 30.

Rotary

The Rotary Club of
Grosse Pointe hosts its
next meeting at 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 29, at
Village Grille, 16930
Kercheval, City of Grosse
Pointe. Nicole Valentini
of BuildOn Detroit
speaks. Email grosse
pointerotary@gmail.
com.

The Helm

The Helm at the Boll
Life Center, 158 Ridge,
Grosse Pointe Farms,
offers a variety of classes
and programs.
Registration is required
at (313) 882-9600 for the
following:

@ Sign Language, 1 to
3 p-m. Tuesdays, through
Dec. 5, with instructor
April Stotts.

& Crocheting for
Beginners, 10 a.m. to
noon Wednesdays,
through Nov. 29.

& Field trip to Meadow
Brook Hall for lunch and
a tour, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 30. Cost
is $70 for members, $75
for nonmembers.

* Wrongful
Convictions and the
Michigan Innocence
Clinic, 1 to 2 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 7, with
instructor Elizabeth
Cole, Esq.

¢ The movie “White
Christmas” is shown at
12:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 8.
Cost is $3 for members,
$5 for nonmembers, and
includes snacks.

4 Out-to-Lunch Bunch
visits Nautical Deli from
noon to 2 p.m. Tuesday,
Dec. 12. Cost for the bus
ride is $5 for members,
$7 for nonmember.
Registration is required
for all who attend.

@ Detroit Symphony

See EVENTS, page 4B
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Unitarian Church hosts Christmas tree sale

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Few will argue there’s
nothing like a fresh, full,
fragrant Christmas tree
to bring about the holiday
spirit.

Parishioners at Grosse
Pointe Unitarian Church
urge the community to go
green — Fraser fir green
— this holiday season, as
the church hosts its first
ever Christmas tree sale.

Freshly harvested firs
will be for sale beginning
Friday, Nov. 24, and end-
ing when every last one
of them is sold.

“We have 100 trees,”
parishioner Michael
Thompson said. “For a
tree sale, that’s not many,
but we’ve got about a
third that have been pre-
sold. After Thanksgiving,
we’ll have a big push on
it.

“These are Fraser firs

that were harvested from
northern Michigan last
week,” he added.
“They’re minimum of six
feet, but most are seven
or eight feet and very full.
Fraser firs are the best
tree; they have the lon-
gest needle retention.”

Cost per tree is $80 and
for a $10 fee, local deliv-
ery is available.

Orders may be made
online, over the phone or
in person.

In-person hours are 9
a.m. to 8 p.m. Friday,
Nov. 24, and Saturdays.

“There are no sales on
Sunday, per city ordi-
nance,” Thompson
added, “but hours are 4 to
8 p-m. during the week.

Proceeds will go to the
church’s building and
grounds fund, “for beau-
tification,” Thompson
noted.

“Our church, as with
any old building, needs a

lot of work, a lot of
upkeep, and we’ve got to
raise money all the time,”
he said. “We just put a
roof on it; that was a big
expense. Primarily now
we have grounds work
and repairs to do.”
From parking lot
repairs to tree removal,
expenses are stacking up.
Proceeds from the tree
sale will help, he said.
“We’re hoping to make
a splash,” he added. “I

think real trees are the
way to go. They smell
great. You wouldn’t give
your spouse artificial
flowers on Valentine’s
Day, so why would you
bring home an artificial
tree for Christmas?”

Grosse Pointe
Unitarian Church is
located at 17150 Maumee,
City of Grosse Pointe. To
reserve a tree, call (313)
881-0420 or visit gpuuc.
org.

GPUC shows support for transgender community

People driving or pass-
ing by Grosse Pointe
Unitarian Church, on
the corner of Maumee
and St. Clair streets in
the City of Grosse
Pointe, will be greeted
by two new signs pro-
claiming love and sup-
port for the transgender
community from Grosse
Pointe Unitarian
Church.

The reason is a simple
but important one,
according to GPUC min-
ister the Rev. Mitra
Rahnema: the desire to
let people know the
church supports trans-
gender people and that
it is a place of love and
acceptance.

“The increased
amount of hate in our
society is not only dan-
gerous, it is inhumane,”
Rahnema said. “We
know there is another
way of living. We choose
to love first and love
well. We choose to pro-
vide a sanctuary for peo-
ple who are currently
targeted in the larger
world.”

These attacks cut right
to the heart of the funda-
mental Unitarian
Universalist beliefs in
the inherent worth and
dignity of each person, a
fundamental right of
conscience and the val-
ues of personal agency
that give everyone the
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From left, Sonja Franchett, Michelle Scobie, Christian Kroeyr, Joseph
Palazzolo, Stephen Spurr and the Rev. Mitra Rahnema stand by the sign posted
at Grosse Pointe Unitarian Church in support of National Transgender

Awareness Week.

opportunity to live fully
into their whole selves.
“Our ministry is to let
the community know
that there is a way of
loving first,” Rahnema
said. “We also want to
offer clarity to the world
that transgender people
are beautiful, worthy,

welcomed and
embraced. If you are
transgender, you have
people who will love you
in your life journey.”

National Transgender
Awareness Week was
Monday, Nov. 13,
through Sunday, Nov.
19.

Grosse Pointe
Unitarian Church is a
beacon of religious free-
dom, spiritual explora-
tion and social justice
serving the Grosse
Pointes and surrounding
eastside communities.

For more information,
visit gpuuc.org
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Join the hunt!

The Grosse Pointe Chamber of Commerce invites
sponsors of its Grosse Pointe Santa Claus Parade, as
well as other organizations, to participate in its
Snow Globe Scavenger Hunt this holiday season.
Business and organizations hoping to increase foot
traffic are asked to decorate snow globes, which will
be added to the scavenger hunt map. Participants
are given creative freedom to decorate each snow
globe with a snowy holiday scene that relates to
their business, like this one created by Village Palm.
For more information, email info@grossepointe-

chamber.com.

Grosse Pointe
Congregational
| Church
; (United Church of Christ)
Worship Sunday
ZURL%:  at 10:00 am
Rev. Richard Yeager-Stiver
An Open & Affirming Church
240 Chalfonte G.P. Farms
313-884-3075 * www.gpcong.org
WE HAVE AN ARTS MINISTRY

(Sewice

Masses
Sunday — 8:30

Friday — Noon

Saint
Ambrose
Catholic Church

15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park,
Michigan 48230-1302

Saturday Vigil — 4:00 p.m. ¢

and 11:15 a.m.

Tuesday — 8:30 a.m.
Thursday — 7:00 p.m.

(313) 822-2814 » stambrosechurch.net « facebook.com/stambroseparish
(=9 Saturday Vigil is streamed online at 8:00 a.m. Sunday on our facebook page

St. Michael’s Episcopal Church
sharing the Light of Christ

Encourage one another

Sunday Worship at 10 am
followed by Coffee Hour in the parish hall

~ Join us online for Compline on Wednesdays at 7pm ~
a brief and assuring form of evening prayer
open the link on our homepage: stmichaelsgpw.org

20475 Sunningdale Park

313.884.4820

stmichaelsgpw.org

Louisa St. Clair officers installed

Members of the Louisa St. Clair Chapter, National Society Daughters of the
American Revolution have served metro Detroit more than decade, with a fo-
cus on education, historical preservation and patriotism. The DAR is a non-
profit, non-political women’s service organization. For more information,
visit louisastclairchapter.org.
The 2023-24 DAR board members are, seated from left, Recording Secretary
Mary “Molly” Clark, Vice Regent Patty Drury, Regent Dorothea “Dot’”’
Martin, Chaplain Jane Turnbull and Corresponding Secretary PJ King
Steeby; and standing, from left, Financial Secretary Peggy King Scully,
Registrar Rebecca von Wormer, Historian Ellisse Thompson, Treasurer
Deann Newman, Organizing Secretary Barbara Davis, Past Regent Kay Burt
Wilson, Director Patti Theros and Director Betty McQueen.

Not pictured are Librarian Julie Thompson; Past Regent Kris Fontichiaro
and Past Regent Andi Weyhing.

PHOTO COURTESY OF PATTI THEROS

Christ the King
Lutheran Church
and Preschool
Mack at Lochmoor ¢ 884-5090
www.christthekinggp.org
SUNDAY
8:30 a.m. - Bible Study
9:30 a.m. - Worship Service
Sunday School - During Service
WEDNESDAY
10 a.m. - Bible Study
7 p.m. - Worship Service

Randy S. Boelter, Pastor
Making New Disciples-
Building Stronger Ones
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Inducted

PHOTO COURTESY OF ROBERT GRAMBO

Grosse Pointe Sunrise Rotary Club President Sherrie Jones, left, and member
Beline Obeid, right, welcome newly inducted member Heidi Martin to the club
during its Nov. 7 meeting at Ford House.

COURTESY PHOTO

Stop in at Stearns House

“0ld wood to burn, old friends to greet” reads the inscription on the mantel.
The Pear Tree Questers held its November meeting at the historic Frederick
Stearns House, 8109 E. Jefferson, in Detroit’s West Village. The 16,000-square-
foot Tudor-style mansion was built in 1902, and designed by Alpheus W.
Chittenden for Frederick K. Stearns, a pharmaceutical magnate and a key play-
er in the city’s cultural scene. The tour was given by Innkeeper and President
Rachel Mitchell, who along with her husband, Eric, own the mansion. The cou-
ple has lovingly transformed the house to its former glory and it is now an ele-

gant bed and breakfast.

Pictured during the outing are, from left, Joanne Niederoest, Janet Leze,
Sharon Lutz, Madeleine Phillips, owner Rachel Mitchell, Tina Olofsson and Liz

Hardwick.

MotorCities Awards

of Excellence winners
announced at
25th anniversary gala

Earlier this month at
its 25th anniversary gala
at Ford House in Grosse

Pointe Shores,
MotorCities National
Heritage Area

announced the winners
of its 25th anniversary
Awards of Excellence.

In the Heritage
Tourism category, the
recipient was Lloyd
Ganton, operator of Ye
Ole Carriage Shop in
Spring Arbor.

In the Education/
Interpretation category,
the recipient was
the Automotive Hall of
Fame in Dearborn for its
Achievement series of
exhibits about African
Americans in the auto-
motive industry.

In the Revitalization
category, the recipient
was the Ford Piquette
Plant Museum in Detroit
for its first-floor restora-
tion.

Also, the recipient of
MotorCities Milestone
Award was William R.
“Bill” Chapin, founder of
MotorCities who was
there when the
Automobile National
Heritage Area Act was
signed by President
Clinton in 1998. He
signed the articles of
incorporation, served as
board chair and contin-
ues as a member of
MotorCities’ Leadership
Council. Between 2010
and 2017, Chapin served
as president of the
Automotive Hall of
Fame in Dearborn.

In addition, a
Champion Award was
given to U.S. Sen.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Lloyd and Judy Ganton of Ye Ole Carriage Shop,
which was awarded in the Heritage Tourism catego-

ry.

Debbie Stabenow for
her support of
MotorCities over the
years, but in particular
for her introduction and
championing of the
National Heritage Area
Act in Congress, which
was signed into law ear-
lier this year.

Visit Detroit was the
presenting sponsor.
General Motors was a
founding partner/Award
of Excellence sponsor.
The UAW International
Union was the Michigan

Auto Heritage Day spon-
sor. Ford House was an
Award of Excellence
sponsor. Supporting
sponsors included
Albert Kahn Associates,
Choose Lansing,
Destination Ann Arbor
and The Henry Ford.
Event sponsors included
Doeren Mayhew, Don
Nicholson Enterprises,
Gilmore Car Museum,
Grigg Graphics and
Project Arts and Ideas.
Dore Productions was
an in-kind sponsor.

COURTESY PHOTO

White Christmas Ball Chairwoman Stephanie Berri, left, and Fontbonne
Auxiliary President Lorna Zalenski.

BALL:

Continued from page 1B

ning of this year’s event.

“Stephanie is amaz-
ing,” she said. “She has
put her heart and soul
into Fontbonne and rais-
ing money for the hospi-
tal.”

Added Madeleine
Phillips, “Stephanie has
embraced a brilliant con-
cept for her mis-
sion of this year’s
ball. ... The shock
of a cancer diag-
nosis striking
someone sends
not only the
patient but the
entire family
reeling with fear,
anguish and a

feeling of hopelessness.
Stephanie’s vision is to
create a program tailored
specifically for the indi-
vidual patient that would
offer a multidisciplinary
course of treatment to
condense the various
aspects of the illness into
an efficient approach
that will put the patient,
physician, family and
caregivers on a trajectory
toward cure and wellness

as swiftly as possible.”

The Fontbonne
Auxiliary has supported
Ascension St. John
Hospital through its phil-
anthropic efforts since its
inception in 1947.

For tickets to the
White Christmas Ball,
contact Zalenski at (313)
590-5607 or l1z523@aol.
com.

“I hope to see every-
body there,” Berri said.

The Ford Piquette Plant Museum team with their award in the Revitalization

category.

EVENTS:

Continued from page 2B

Orchestra field trip, 9:30
a.m. to 2 p.m. Friday,
Dec. 15. Cost is $45 for
members, $48 for non-
members, and is required
by Friday, Nov. 17.

The War Memorial

The War Memorial, 32
Lakeshore, Grosse
Pointe Farms, offers a
variety of programs and
classes. Comedy and
Cocktails: The All-Star
Showdown with Go
Comedy!, 6:30 to 9 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 30.
Show-only tickets are
$25; tickets for the show
and a pre-glow recep-

tion are $45. Register at
warmemorial.org.

Chamber

The Grosse Pointe
Chamber of Commerce
sponsors a networking
event from 5:30 to 6:30
p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 6,
at Capricious, 74
Kercheval, Grosse Pointe
Farms.

Adaptive yoga

Yoga Moves MS, in
partnership with the
Kirk Gibson
Foundation, hosts
Adaptive Chair Yoga
classes at 11:30 a.m.
Mondays at Full Lotus
Yoga, 20365 Mack,
Grosse Pointe Woods.
Adaptive yoga benefits

those with multiple
sclerosis, Parkinson’s
disease, stroke and
other neuromuscular
conditions. Cost is $12
per drop-in class or five
classes for $50 in
advance. Visit full
lotusyoga.net.

Toastmasters

Northeastern Toast-
masters meets in person
at Wayne County
Community College
District’s Mary Ellen
Stempfle University
Center, 19305 Vernier,
Harper Woods, as well
as on Zoom, at 7 p.m.
the second and fourth
Monday of each month.
Call (313) 720-8444 for
the link and password.
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Author visits Detroit students, inspires creativity
through Literacy for Kids” authors program

New York Times best-
selling author Kwame
Alexander visited Detroit
public charter high school
the Jalen Rose Leadership
Academy Nov. 15, to con-
nect with more than 400
ninth through 12th grad-
ers, present on one of his
bestselling books and dis-
cuss the value of reading,
writing and creative
thinking, through the
nonprofit Literacy for
Kids’ fall Detroit authors
program.

The author of 39 books,
Alexander writes poetry
and fiction for children of
all ages and works to pro-
mote literacy all over the
world. Among his works
is “The Crossover,” a
bestselling book that is
the basis for a popular
Disney+ series. Winner
of the 2015 Newberry
Medal and Coretta Scott
King Award, the book
tells the story of twin bas-
ketball stars dealing with
teenage pressures.

In addition to the oppor-
tunity to interact with the
author in school, each
student received an auto-
graphed copy of the book.

“Our goal is to encour-
age these students to
become lifelong readers,”
said Heather Mertz, exec-
utive director of Literacy
for Kids, which was
founded in 2019 to teach
children to recognize the
art in reading. “Reading
is a way of escaping into
our imagination and
exploring other worlds. It
is the ultimate form of
empathy. Good stories
ask us to step inside
someone else’s experi-
ence, to try to see what

they see. Through this
program, we are not only
gifting books to kids, but
giving them the opportu-
nity to meet the author so
they can be inspired by
the art of creative expres-
sion and stretch their
own talents and pas-
sions.”

Through the support of
sponsors, donors and col-
laborators, Literacy for
Kids provides an event-
based program with cur-
riculum-aligned
presentations and inter-

Mertz hands
Alexander’s
book to a stu-
dent.

PHOTOS
COURTESY OF
LITERACY
FOR KIDS

ASK THE EXPERTS By Cass Ghiorse

Holiday meditation
for ease and hght

Find a quiet and comfortable place to
sit and take a few moments to center
yourself.

Begin by taking a gentle breath in
through your nose, feeling your belly,
ribs and chest expand. Follow that by
exhaling slowly and completely. It is on
the out breath that the body is truly
able to release tension.

As you continue to breathe slowly
and rhythmically, allow yourself to let
go of any thoughts or worries about the
holiday season. This is your time to
find an inner connection with the
essence of this time of year.

Take a moment to set an intention
for this holiday season. It could be to
be more present with your loved ones,
offer a helping hand to someone in
need or simply embrace the spirit of
joy and compassion.

After you have set an intention, bring
your focus back to your breath. With
each inhale, breathe in peace and
serenity. With each exhale, release any
remaining tension or worry. Feel a
sense of tranquility washing over you,
like a gentle stream of water flowing
through your body.

In this moment, remember that the
holiday season is not just about the
external decorations or gifts, but also
about the inner light within you. You
have the power to spread love, kind-
ness and warmth to those around you
and this is your greatest gift.

Now, as we bring this meditation to
a close, take one more deep breath in,
filling your heart with love and your
mind with peace. Exhale slowly,
releasing that love and peace into
your environment.

When you’re ready, gently open
your eyes, carrying with you the
warmth and serenity of this holiday
season meditation. Remember that
the holiday season is a time for reflec-
tion, gratitude and sharing love with
those around you. May you find peace
and joy in each moment during this
special time of year.

Cass Ghiorse is an integrative
health coach and the founder of
MIDLINE. She works with organiza-
tions, groups and one-on-one with cli-
ents. Learn more at findyourmidline.
com and on Instagram @cassghiors.

The Family Center provides free
programs and resources that
help build happier, healthier families.
Learn more at familycenterhelps.org.

active discussions that
can be extended beyond
the day of the event
through lesson plans pro-
vided to teachers.

“With each step of our
process, we strive to cre-
ate a personal, lasting
connection,” Mertz said.
“Establishing this rela-
tionship between stu-
dents and authors helps
foster their creativity and
overall receptiveness to
learning.”

The authors chosen to
participate each year are
visionaries in their own
right with demonstrated,
nationally acclaimed suc-
cess in the industry. The
themes of their books are

At left, author Kwame Alexander addresses stu-
dents the Jalen Rose Leadership Academy in
Detroit. Above,Literacy for Kids Executive Director
Heather Mertz, author Kwame Alexander and
Literacy for Kids founder Jayne Rose-Vallee.

aligned with Literacy for
Kids’ mission and pro-
mote connection, family,
curiosity, courage and
humanity.

“Everything I do is
guided by my mission to
change the world, one
word at a time, and there
is nothing quite like
being able to connect in
person with students to
do so,” Alexander said.
“Throughout my career,
I've visited thousands of
schools and libraries,
across the country and
around the world, yet
each one is unique and
memorable in their own
right. Witnessing stu-

dents discover a love for
words, whether it’s
through sharing stories
where they can see them-
selves or teaching them
how to find their voice
and craft their own ... the
impact goes well beyond
the initial visit and it’s
pure magic.”

“As we grow this pro-
gram, the kids can’t
believe they’re meeting
an author,” Mertz said of
the school visits. “They
look them in the eye, they
shake their hand — they
feel so important and it’s
a connection on a bigger
scale. It’s incredible to
witness.”

1 Year
$35.00

NOW THROUGH NOVEMBER 30

SANSEE

IT’S THE LOWEST
PRICES or THe YEAR!

3 Years

‘ 2 Years ‘
$65.00

Grosse Pointe News

Subscribing is easy.

Call 313.343.5578

or visit grossepointenews.com

$99.00
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I’m sorry, have I
met you before?

Dear Gabby: A friend
of mine introduced me
to another person at a
cocktail party recently
and I can’t shake what
happened. I said “It’s
nice to meet you” and
she said “yes, and it
was nice to meet you
the previous two times
we met.” I am horrified
and clearly made a
rude mistake — I get
overwhelmed some-
times at events and my
memory is like a gold-
fish. How can I make
this right?

— Flaked out in the
Farms

Dear Flaked,

This is a common
issue. We humans are all
different and there are
some who can remember
a name and a rface 50
years later, and there are
many who space out
almost immediately after
meeting.

How many times have
we met someone and less
than a minute later panic
because we already can’t
remember their name?
Things happen, and yes
large or loud events tend
to make intros quick and
easily forgettable due to
the surroundings.

As far as this person, it
sounds like that ship has
sailed. In the future, if you
see him or her, make it a
point to approach them
immediately and say hello
(and hopefully address
them by name, thus show-
ing your commitment to
knowing them).

You can also make ref-
erence to the last meet-
ing and express how it
bothered you and you’re
happy to have the oppor-
tunity to see them again.

For the future, replac-
ing “nice to meet you”
with “nice to see you” is
always a good call if you
are not positive you

haven’t already met. And
if you find yourself in the
same predicament, try to
be honest and acknowl-
edge the mistake.
Making a proactive effort

to greet them in social

situations moving for-

ward will help alleviate

your (hopefully tempo-

rary) embarrassment.
— Gabby

We love problem-solv-
ing and giving advice!
Please send us your ques-
tions & problems to
advice@grossepointenews.
com.

Gratitude can help foster optimism

DEAR ANNIE: Wishing
you and yours a very
happy Thanksgiving!

Today and always, may
we take a moment to
appreciate all that we have
and are thankful for in our
lives. To help celebrate,
here are some of my favor-
ite quotes about gratitude:

“Thanksgiving Day is a
good day to recommit
our energies to giving
thanks and just giving.”
— Amy Grant

rience.” — Roy T. Bennett

“The turkey. The sweet
potatoes. The stuffing.
The pumpkin pie. Is
there anything else we
all can agree so vehe-
mently about? I don’t
think so.” — Nora Ephron

“To speak gratitude is
courteous and pleasant,
to enact gratitude is gen-
erous and noble, but to
live gratitude is to touch
Heaven.” — Johannes A.

things you only hoped
for.” — Epicurus

“We must find time to
stop and thank the peo-
ple who make a differ-
ence in our lives.” — John
F. Kennedy

“In normal life we
hardly realize how much
more we receive than we
give, and life cannot be
rich without such grati-
tude. It is so easy to over-
estimate the importance

“Gratitude is when
memory is stored in the
heart and not in the
mind.” — Lionel Hampton

“Let gratitude be the
pillow upon which you
kneel to say your nightly
prayer.” —Maya Angelou

“Be thankful for every-
thing that happens in
your life; it’s all an expe-

Gaertner

“Showing gratitude is
one of the simplest yet
most powerful things
humans can do for each
other.” — Randy Pausch

“Do not spoil what you
have by desiring what
you have not; remember
that what you now have
was once among the

of our own achievements
compared with what we
owe to the help of others.”
— Dietrich Bonhoeffer

“We should certainly
count our blessings, but
we should also make our
blessings count.” — Neal
A. Maxwell

“Not what we say
about our blessings, but

WeTried It!

Leaf blowing nirvana

You know you’ve hit
middle age when getting a
leaf blower is one of the
more exciting things in
your life. But as we all
know in Grosse Pointe,
from October through
November the leaves do
not stop coming — and it
can get expensive to hire a
lawn service.

Most leaf blowers I've
used are gas powered and
are heavy and so powerful
sometimes I end up blow-
ing leaves all over the
block. In a rookie move, I
once aimed directly at the
flower bed for a millisec-

ond and wound up with
boots, hair, face and pock-
ets full of dirt.

In order to help out a rel-
ative with a smaller yard, I
decided to invest in a bat-

tery powered blower, aim-
ing for one that was less
aggressive, not too expen-
sive, and lightweight. After
hitting up the local Great
Lakes Ace Hardware, I set-

Making yard work fun.

how we use them, is the
true measure of our
thanksgiving.” — W.T.
Purkiser

“The most beautiful
moments in life are
moments when you are
expressing your joy, not
when you are seeking it.”
— Jaggi Vasudev

“An attitude of grati-
tude brings great things.”
— Yogi Bhajan

“If you want to turn
your life around, try
thankfulness. It will
change your life might-
ily.” — Gerald Good

“We can only be said to
be alive in those moments
when our hearts are con-
scious of our treasures.”
— Thornton Wilder

“Thankfulness is the
quickest path to joy.”
—Jefferson Bethke

“The more you prac-
tice the art of thankful-
ness, the more you have
to be thankful for.” —
Norman Vincent Peale

“If you are really
thankful, what do you
do? You share.” — W.
Clement Stone

“Be thankful for what
you have. Your life is
someone else’s fairy
tale.” — Wale Ayeni

Dear Annie

by Annie Lane

DEAR ANNIE: MI have
a lovely 31-year-old
daughter. Her dad and I
divorced when she was
12 after our 30-year,
often difficult, marriage.
My ex developed serious
depression that came
after significant troubles.
Medication didn’t help
because he wouldn’t stay
on it. We didn’t share a
bed for the last seven
years of our marriage.
We divorced in 2006.

My ex took his half of
the proceeds of the sale of
our home and immedi-
ately squandered it all. He
became homeless off and
on for the next few years.

A couple of years after
the divorce, we had a
heated argument about
child support. He
grabbed my hand and
tried to break it. I
reported the incident,
and he was to start court-
ordered anger manage-
ment for a fee. He
couldn’t pay the fee, so
instead, he committed
suicide the day the train-
ing was to start.

It has been 14 years
since he died. In my
daughter’s angriest
moments, she blames me
for his suicide. I have
asked her many times to

by Anna Lizer

tled on the lowest price
EGO 530 CFM blower. It
cost about $200 and came
with a battery.

The really awesome part
is that it’s the same battery
as our EGO lawn mower,
so if it runs out of juice I
can switch to a new one
without having to wait.

The blower is really
light, and taking the bat-
tery in and out is easy. You
can control the strength of
the machine with a dial,
and you can see the battery
life on the butt end of the
leaf blower.

I found myself looking
for more work than just
my relative’s, so I started
in on my much-larger

yard. I used it for at least
an hour and 10 minutes
before the battery conked
out, and got a very large
section of my backyard
done. The power is plenty,
even for a lot of wet leaves
in a large yard.

Some of the other EGO
blowers are more expen-
sive and more powerful.
Perhaps they are good for
experienced and hardcore
leaf-raking fanatics. But in
my humble and inexperi-
enced leaf blowing opin-
ion, the cheapest one is
more than enough, and it
has made cleaning up the
yard actually fun.

The kids even fight over
it because it’s easy, fun and

go to family counseling
with me, but she flatly
refuses.

When she’s not angry
or snarky with me, she
can be very loving and
supportive. I want to go
to counseling with her to
address the underlying
issues. I can’t divorce my
only child. What is our
way forward? — SAD
MOM

DEAR SAD MOM:
Your daughter is clearly
still struggling with the
trauma of losing her
father. Until she is willing
to confront these issues
and face them head-on, I
fear nothing, most notably
her relationship with you,
will change.

Instead of pushing fam-
ily therapy, see if she
would be willing to start
with her own therapist or
counselor — as you
should, too. In time, I hope
she’ll be willing to let you
in more and repair your
relationship, but her jour-
ney of healing might be
better off started alone.

Send your questions
for Annie Lane to dear-
annie@creators.com.
COPYRIGHT 2023
CREATORS.COM.

not too heavy (even for an
8 year old). And if your
kids are like mine, they
rarely fight over doing
chores.

Giving the EGO 530
CFM five out of five alliga-
tors.

We LOVE testing out
new things! Tell us
about your favorite item
or something you want
us to try for you! Drop
us a line at media@
grossepointenews.com.

5 Out Of 5
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Leftover turkey comifort

Courtesy of Mombeau’s Table

Typically the key
ingredient for a dump-
ling soup is chicken. But
let’s face it, if you have
leftover turkey some
people get sick of the
same sandwich for
breakfast, lunch and din-
ner, myself not included.

I could eat turkey on
toasted bread with stuff-
ing and cranberry sauce
all year long. It would be
my last meal. And just a
helpful tip, Morning
Glory has Thanksgiving
croissants on special this
month but I digress.

Sometimes you have to
change things up for the
other people in your
house that you have to
feed.

This soup is a great
way to utilize leftover
turkey, gravy and green
beans. It’s hearty,
warming and comfort-
ing. It’s the perfect solu-
tion to finish out the
Thanksgiving weekend.

You can boil the bones
with the stock and add
any extra gravy for
added thickness.

Any fresh herbs that
are left, dump them in or
add to the dumpling
dough.

Happy Thanksgiving.
I'm so thankful for your
readership and anytime
that I made your belly
full and happy.

Cheers, Mombeau

Turkey and Dumpling
Soup

2 carrots, diced

2 stalks celery, diced
Y5 onion, diced

3 tbsp flour

3 tbsp butter

8 cups chicken stock
% cups half and half

1 cup chopped green
beans

4 cups shredded and
cooked turkey

1 chicken builon cube
1 tbsp fresh herbs
(dill, parsley, sage or

rosemary)

Heat a stockpot over
medium heat with the

butter. Add carrots, onion
and celery. Stir until soft,
about five minutes.

Once soft, sprinkle in
the flour and stir for a
few minutes so that the
flour taste cooks out.
Slowly pour in the
stock and bouillon
cube, combine every-
thing. Add the turkey
and green beans and let
simmer until slightly
thickened.

Next add the half and
half and begin to drop the
dumplings. Make sure to
cover once all dumplings
have been dropped. The
steam helps to make
them light and fluffy.

Cook for 15 minutes.
Garnish with lots of
fresh herbs.

Dumplings
2 cups flour
1 tbsp baking powder
Ya tsp salt
1 cup milk
2 tbsp melted butter

1 tbsp freshly chopped
herbs (optional)

Mix the dry ingredi-
ents together and then

pour in the milk, butter
and herbs. Gently com-
bine so as to not over-

PHOTO BY KAREN FERGUSON

mix. Drop spoonfuls of
the mixture over the
soup.

Wine and food diversity

True wine lovers
adore diversity in their
wines as much as they
love diversity in their
foods.

Yet the wines we see
offered to us in retail
shops and restaurants
are dwindling in variety.
I believe we’re in danger
of losing the great assort-
ment that creates excite-
ment for those of us who
love wine in all of its
myriad forms.

Sameness is a bore.

As a result of higher
interest in sparkling
wines, cabernet sauvi-

gnons and pinot noirs,
there is less interest in
riesling, gewurztra-
miner, chenin blanc,
merlot, syrah, zinfandel
and even chardonnay.
So, we’re seeing fewer
choices than we did in
the past.

Often in the last few
years I have heard of
plots of 75-year-old
Carignane vines or
80-year-old petite sirah
vineyards being pulled
out to be replaced by
more cabernet. Sure,
there’s lots of interest in
cabernet, but if you want

to pair a good red wine
with pizza, zinfandel is a
great pick.

And there are fewer of
them today than there
were just a few years
ago.

Different wines offer
fascinating alternatives
for the variety of foods
we eat. If you're having
salmon, pinot noir is a
good choice, but so is
Rioja or a light red wine
such as a Beaujolais or
even an Italian Bardolino.
But are these wines avail-
able?

Sole Veronique made

with fresh grapes is a
poor companion for
chardonnay. It is perfect
with chenin blanc or an
off-dry riesling. But just
try finding them.

Tapas from Spain
work nicely with many
wines, but tradition calls
for tapas to be served
with a glass of chilled
fino sherry. Again, I
haven’t seen much fino
sherry recently.

And when having a
traditional Tuscan dish,
complete with pasta and
a red sauce, Chianti
should be better than

Gobble it Up!

The turkey is a funny bird,

Its very name a funny word,

Its raison d’étre short and sweet —
Its pretty bloomin’ good to eat!

It’s found in sandwiches and stew,
It comes in soups and salads, too,
And whether chilled or over heat,
It’s pretty bloomin’ good to eat!

It makes a tasty diet fare

In case you want to try it there;
For holidays it can’t be beat —

It’s pretty bloomin’ good to eat!
So, why not give this bird a break?
Just take these recipes and make
The most of this delicious meat —
It’s pretty bloomin’ good to eat!

With gravy, dressing, bones and meat
The turkey is a meal complete;

You'll find this fresh or good to eat
And either way to be a treat.

And, there you have it, mark my word,
The turkey is an awesome bird,

A versatile and tasty treat,

It’s pretty bloomin’ good to eat!.

Joan LeGro Bushnell

cabernet. And, yes,
Chianti is often avail-
able, but their number is
shrinking and the quality
of what’s left is usually
uneven to terrible.

Here are a few more
food-wine tips:

* Pasta with garlic,
olive oil and fresh toma-
toes is better with Chianti
or Barbera, higher-acid
grapes and wines that
work nicely with the
dish.

e To pair with roast
leg of lamb with rose-
mary and garlic, my
choice is a young, lower-
alcohol zinfandel. The
fat of the lamb needs the
tartness of the wine.

* Mandarin chicken
with Chinese seasonings
works nicely with dry
gewurztraminer — but
they aren’t easy to find.

Dining out these days

is best done using the
restaurant’s website (a

Heather’s Famous

SLOPPY JOES

Tuesdays & Wednesdays

Try Our Famous

CORNED BEEF
SANDWICH

Grobbel's Corned Beef

BURGERS [N TOWN!

day or two before going)
to see what the menu
offers. Many restaurants
now offer webpages that
display the wine list,
which gives potential
diners the opportunity to
see if a wine is available
that goes with the food.

One good tactic is to
call the restaurant to
make certain that the
specific wine you’re
interested in is available.
Some restaurants are
happy to reserve a bottle
that’s in limited supply
so they can guarantee
you’ll have it when you
arrive.

With diversity becom-
ing less common, it’s
incumbent upon diners
to do more planning than
we once did.

No Wine of the Week.

To find out more about
Sonoma County resident
Dan Berger, visit the
Creators Syndicate web-
page at www.creators.
com. COPYRIGHT 2023
CREATORS.COM.

Kennedy’s

IRISH

CEFEEE
BAR’ GRILLE:

Delivery available
through Doordash,
Grubhub and UberEats.

OPENSUNDAYS
NOONEHIPM
(©omeYwatehythe
LIRS Camel ]

SIBURGERS!

B12EMEI4PN Y

18666 Mack Ave., Grosse Pointe Farms
CALL for CARRY-OUT

SEE
MENU

313-881-5675 '+
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and Jimmy Chin.

MOVIE REVIEW
“Nyad”
2023 -Rated R
1 hr 46 min
0.8, 8.6 ¢

“Nyad” is one of the
most inspiring sports
films I've seen in a long
time. The movie fol-
lows the quest of Diana
Nyad, a long-distance
champion swimmer to
swim from Cuba to Key
West, Fla. It really
drives home the point
that no matter what
age you are, you’re
never too old to chase
your dream.

It’s directed by the hus-
band and wife team
Elizabeth Chai Vasarhelyi
and Jimmy Chin, who
created the Academy
Award-winning docu-
mentary “Free Solo.”

The cast features the
dynamic duo of Annette
Bening and Jodie Foster,
along with the always
delightful, Rhys Ifans.
And a big thumbs up
goes to cinematographer
Claudio Miranda, whose

PHOTOS COURTESY OF BLACK BEAR PICTURES AND MAD CHANCE
Above left, Jody Foster as Bonnie Stoll and Annette Bening as Diana
Nyad in the 2023 movie “Nyad,” directed by Elizabeth Chai Vasarhelyi

Captain John Bartlett
(Rhys Ifans)

old salt who knew the
treacherous waters like
the back of his hand.
Early on he makes a pact
with Nyad that if he
determined at any point
the swim was getting too
dangerous, the attempt
would be scrapped.
Nyad and Stoll imme-
diately went to work. I've
read that Ms. Bening
trained for an entire year
to get into shape for the
movie. She didn’t rely on
a double to do her swim-
ming, even during some
hair-raising moments dur-
ing storms and choppy
seas. As I mentioned ear-
lier, the camerawork is
absolutely breathtaking.

It’s as if you’re in the
water fighting the ele-
ments right alongside her.
I have to admit, it’s almost
exhausting watching her
battling Mother Nature.

“Nyad” is such an
engaging story, you can’t
help but be hooked right
from the start. She
makes several attempts
to complete her swim,
and when you consider
what she was up against,
it’s an amazing feat. Nyad
had to swim through
shark and Men o’ War
infested waters, battle
hypothermia, exhaustion,
storms, and the current to
make the 110-mile jour-
ney. There were several
times when I said to
myself, “OK, this is the
one where she makes it!”
Only to have her call it
quits once again.

One of the most enjoy-
able aspects of this won-
derful film is seeing the
two veteran actors work
together. There’s a pal-
pable chemistry between
Bening and Foster.

Nyad is a true force of

Nyad (Bening) hard at work training

superb camerawork puts
you right in the middle of
the action.

Diana Nyad was a
record-breaking swim-
mer in her 20s and 30s.
She also accomplished
noteworthy feats like
swimming across Lake
Ontario, around the
island of Manhattan, and
a remarkable swim from
The Bahamas to Florida.
When she retired, she
became a journalist, a
motivational speaker
and a sports broadcaster
for ABC Sports. But one
swim eluded her — to
successfully swim from
Cuba to Florida, without
a shark cage.

At her surprise 60th
birthday party, Nyad
(Bening) announced
that she was going to
give this elusive feat
one more shot. She
decided she wasn’t too
old to give up her
dream.

So she enlisted her
old friend Bonnie Stoll
(Foster) to not only
coach her, but to assem-
ble a support team to
help her achieve her
goal.

One of the key players
was Captain John
Bartlett (Ifans), a crusty

The real Diana Nyad.

nature, and is so head-
strong and prickly at
times, you almost feel
sorry for Stoll for having
to deal with her. I guess
it takes a real megaloma-
niac to accomplish great
things. But since the two
had a long relationship,
Stoll knows just how to
handle her and keep her
on track. They’re sort of
ayin and yang if you will.
The way they exchange
barbs and asides human-
izes these two remark-
able characters.

When the film was
over, my first thought
was, it’s time for Bening
and Foster to start shop-
ping for outfits for Oscar
Night! Both actors
deliver career-defining
performances. And they
help make this one of the
most exciting sports
films I've seen this year.

Currently streaming
on Netflix.

My rating system:

% A real stinker. A
movie that is so bad,
you’re embarrassed to
admit you’ve seen it,
but you have to rate it
nonetheless.

%% So-so. Not a total
waste of time, but you
would have been better
off reading a good book.

% %% Pretty good. In
fact, if there weren’t any
other movies in your
queue, you might watch
it again.

%% %% One you’d
recommend to friends.

*%k%k*x* So good
you’d actually go out and
buy it!

About this column:

My main focus is on
films that I feel have gone
under the radar and
deserve more recognition.

They include both
mainstream and indie

films streaming on ser-

vices like Netflix,
Hoopla, and Kanopy.
I’'ll also review note-
worthy new theatrical
releases as well.

For movie trailers, visit
youtube.com.

If you have any sugges-
tions, feel freeto email me at:
dominmark@yahoo.com.

Also, if you’re look-
ing for more recom-
mendations, be sure
to check out my blog:
moviejunkiemark.
blogspot.com.

Nyad dons a special night mask.

A planning session in Havana.

Bonnie (Foster) comforts Nyad (Bening).

Nyad arrives in Key West.
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Moon Alert: There
are no restrictions to
shopping or important
decisions today. The
Moon is in Aries.

Happy Birthday for
Thursday, November 23
2023:

You are honest,
entertaining, adven-
turous and charm-
ing. You rarely back
down from a chal-
lenge. This is a year
of change, which
means you must be
flexible and ready to
act fast. Trust your
intuition. Expect to
travel and expand
your horizons. Let go
of whatever holds
you back.

ARIES
(March 21-April 19)
Many of you might
encounter travel restric-
tions or difficulties with
red-tape situations
related to travel, espe-

Weekly Horoscopes

CANCER
(June 21-July 22)

This might be a chal-
lenging day at work for
many of you or with any
task that you set for your-
self today. No doubt,
rules, regulations and
restrictions of some kind
will be something that you
have to deal with.
Remember: What the
large print giveth, the
small print taketh away.
Tonight: You’re noticed.

LEO
(July 23-Aug. 22)

Social outings, sports
events and anything
related to children might
create problems or extra
responsibilities for you
today. Accept this and
cope as best you can.
That’s the secret.
Negativity is wanting
things to be different
than the way they are.
Tonight: Explore ideas!

cially when dealing with VIRGO
authority figures. Do be (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
aware of this. Never  Parentsandfamily mem-

underestimate the
power of courtesy.
Patience will be your
best friend today.
Tonight: You win!

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)
Issues related to
banking, shared prop-
erty, inheritances or

bers might be an increased
responsibility for you
today. Or you might have
to work harder to meet the
demands of others, espe-
cially older family mem-
bers. Roll up your sleeves
and tackle home repairs
and practical issues.
Tonight: Discuss finances.

insurance matters LIBRA
might be a thorn in your (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
side today. This is not  It’seasyto fall into worry

an ideal day to make
your pitch to get help
from others, to borrow
money or to get a mort-
gage. People will say,
“Talk to the hand.”
Tonight: Quiet time.

GEMINI
(May 21-June 20)

Be patient with close
friends, partners and
spouses today, because
people feel on edge and
under pressure, espe-
cially when dealing with
authority figures, bosses,
rules and regulations.
Slow down; take it easy;
get things in perspective.
Tonight: Socialize!.

mode today. Life is fast-
paced, and you have a lot
onyour plate. Fortunately,
your ruler Venus is in your
sign now making you
patient, charming and
diplomatic with every-
one. But remember that
you have rights. You
don’t have to please
everyone. Tonight: Ideas!

@ SCORPIO

(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

You might feel a financial
squeeze play today. The
cost of food is high, and
people need to eat. In par-
ticular, raising kids and
meeting their needs is more
challenging. Fortunately,

Mars is in your sign giving
you energy and drive, and
you’re a problem-solver!
Tonight: Check your
belongings.!

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
Today the Sun is in
your sign at odds with
stern Saturn, which can
be discouraging. It means
things won’t go your way,
especially if you need
approval from authority
figures. However, rela-
tions with friends and
groups will be supportive.
Tonight: Entertain!

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

Fair Venus is at high
noon in your chart mak-
ing you look attractive to
others, especially author-
ity figures. Some of you
might strike up a
romance or flirtation with
a boss. Nevertheless,
today you feel cut off
from others, possibly for-
gotten. Tonight: Relax.

@ AQUARIUS

(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

Travel for pleasure
appeals to you now. You're
keen to go after what you
want. Nevertheless,
friends or groups might
create problems and
increased responsibilities
for you today. Make time
to listen to someone. Be a
genuine listener. Tonight:
Conversations.

PISCES

(Feb. 19-March 20)
This might be a tough day
to deal with authority fig-
ures — bosses, parents,
teachers, VIPs and the
police. You might not get
what you ask for. Therefore,
try to be as independent as
possible. Whatever hap-
pens, you make a great
impression on others.

Tonight: Money ideas.

BORN TODAY
Actor Vincent Cassel
(1966), TV broadcaster
and personality Robin
Roberts (1960), singer-
songwriter, pianist Bruce
Hornsby (1954).

Contract Bridge

A CRUCIAL GUESS

West dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.
NORTH

&K J
The bidding:
West North
I NT Pass Pass 29
Pass 3y Pass 49
Opening lead — king of diamonds.

East South

It goes without saying that point
count is enormously helpful in the
bidding, but it is also true that point
count can be very helpful in the play.
Take this deal where South gets to
four hearts after West opens a weak
notrump, showing 12 to 14 points.
West leads the king of diamonds and
shifts to a low spade.

Declarer plays low from dummy,

overtaking the eight with the nine in
order to lead the queen of hearts. When
West covers with the king, South wins
with dummy’s ace and returns a heart
to the jack, learning in the process that
West has a trump trick coming.

Declarer must now try to limit him-
self to one club loser. To accomplish
this, he enters dummy with a spade,
leads a club toward the K-J and then
has to decide what to play after East
follows low.

If East has the queen, South should
play the jack; if East has the ace,
South should play the king. It is a cru-
cial guess, and to solve the problem,
declarer turns his attention to the point
count.

He knows from the opening lead
that West had the A-K of diamonds
(seven points). He can tell from the
play at trick two that West also has the
jack of spades (one point), since East
would have covered dummy’s eight
with the jack if he had it. West has also
turned up with the king of hearts (three
points), bringing his point count in
those three suits to 11.

It follows that West cannot have the
ace of clubs, which would give him 15
points. South therefore goes up with
the king of clubs and so makes the con-
tract.

©2023 King Features Syndicate Inc.

——— Dy Steve Becker m——

Over the next several weeks we will be showcasing a Family Circus
storyline in its entirety featuring Billy and the gang creating their
very own newspaper and hopefully giving our readers not only a few
laughs but a sense of how your award winning local newspaper the

Grosse Pointe News is assembled.

Family Circus Bill and Jeff Keane

©2023 Bill Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

“We’re starting a newspaper. You can be
in it if you do something exciting.”

©2023 Bill Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

“You can’t have the TWO best jobs
on the paper, Billy!
Pick one - Editor or Cartoonist?”

©2023 Bill Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

“I get the most 'portant job - Cartoonist.
You can be Editor.”

©2023 Bill Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

“We don’t want Daddy on our paper.
He worked for the Philadelphia Bulletin
and it folded.”
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Puzzles  and

Family Circus Bill and Jeff Keane  Garfield Jim Davis

© 2023 PAWS, INC. All Rights Reserved.
Distributed by Andrews McMeel Syndication

Popeye Bud Sagendorf

©2023 Bill Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

“They’re Pilgrims and they
invented turkey.”

ponasal s1UBLI PLIOM “U| ‘91eaIpUAS SeumBa4 Bu Aq £2020

Beetle Bailey Greg, Brian, Neal and Mort Walker

UNIVERSAL
Sudoku Puzzle

Complete the
grid so every row,
columnand 3x 3
box contains
every digit from

1 to 9 inclusively.

©2023 Comicana, Inc. Distributed by King Features Syndicate.

Blondie

Chris and Dean Young

Previous puzzle
solution

©2023 by King Feayures Syndicate, Inc. World rights reseved

Over The Hedge

Michael Fry and T. Lewis

© 2023 by Andrews McMeel Syndication 11/16 Solution

Universal Crossword
Edited by David Steinberg November 23, 2023

© 2023 MFry &T Lewis, Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication

ACROSS 44 Potluck 10 Winter 41 Haircut
Shaken dish often creations associated
instrument prepared with carrot with early
7 “Darn!” with chicken noses ’90s hip-hop
11 “Guess ?” or tuna 11 (Eye roll) culture
(classic kids’ 48 Give a 12 Easter egg 42 Hollow
game) speech event coastal An d ca
14 Peruvian pals 49 Big name in 13 Clarinet formation
15 De-wrinkle skin care relative 43 Attempt y pp Reg Smythe
16 Place to 50 “Raspberry” 18 Long (for) 45 Nickname
make a hat in a Prince 23 With that omits
connection? song 2-Down, go “An”
17 Excalibur or 52 Voting group wild 46 Shoe bottom
Bellagio 53 Stately tree 24 __ Balls 47 Decreased in
19 Activist Yoko 56 “Goon...” (Hostess speed
20 Mike’s part- 57 Rare snacks) 50 Naked
ner in candy “Jeopardy!” 25 Possess 51 Person who
21 Secure with a outcome, 26 Pub may use
key and a hint to orders they/them
22 Penned scrambled 27 Pizza Hut or pronouns,
24 “Lobby Baby” shoestrings Quiznos briefly
comedian within 17-, 28 Aware of 52 They'’re
Meyers 27- and 29 “There’s no placed in
25 Overdo, as a 44-Across turning back poker
stage role 61 Softball stat now!” 53 Jazzy James
27 It was 62 Notice of 30 _ Rica 54 Fibbed
developed a passing, 31 Be of use 55 Small plateau
during the kc))riefly 32 golls-i 58 Premium TV
Eastern Zhou 63 Online party 37 Ode writer channel
nasty’ notification Fairy tale’ Fr H . .
e an 64 Stormsomer o0 Geanting S 2 Yoo fon Wizard of Id Created by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart. Currently by Mason Mastroianni
Autumn 65 Pea holders word counterpart
period 66 “Gracias”
33 Discover, as reply
Discove otk PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER
34 Place to When
bake chicken doubled, a
nuggets Hawaiian fish
35 Annual video 2 See 23-Down
game 3 Religious
competition, ceremony
for short 4 Ripen
36 College-level 5 “It Ends With
HS classes Us” author
37 What models Hoover
strike 6 Classy
39 1/365 of a neckties DIE D
typical year 7 Board game
40 < be played on a R|A R
great if ... “ world map E[R ]
41 Helvetica 8 Reporter H :
ag Shapire o = F Minus Tony Carrilo
42 Emotionless, 2,000 11/16 Solution o R e DIT B ANDREWS FICTEEL SNDICATICN FOR UFS e |
ostensibly pounds .
© 2023 by Andrews McMeel Universal
www.upuzzles.com
11/23
All Tangled Up by Tayior Johnson JOUREALL
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 12 13 JUST LUCKY PEOPLE
AREN'T FEELING VERY
T 3 5 THANKFUL LATELY!

19

()

21

TomWilson  Flying McCoys

E Ziggy Glenn McCcG)!

T, ARS Yol
DNRNCEMERS GONNA
Be DICAPRSINTSD. WRER
TRALLY Ntmf\NQ e
HeRS

Gary McCoy/Dist. by Andre
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Peanuts Charles M. Schulz

WWW.SN00pY.Com

©1976 Peanuts Worldwide LLC, Dist. by Andrews McMeel

. . . . Hank Ketchum, Scott Ketchum,
Hagar The Horrible Dik Browne and Chris Browne Dennis the Menace Ron Ferdinand and Marcus Hamilton
Crankshaft Tom Batiuk and Dan Davis
Crock Created by Bill Rechin and Brant Parker “SOMEDAY WE’LL LOOK BACK AND W|5H
THIS MEAL WAS CATERED.”
The Lockhorns Bill Hoest, Bunny Hoest and John Reiner
Mother Goose and Grim Mike Peters

‘KNOWING LORETTA, SHE PROBABLY STUFFED
THE TURKEY WITH LEFTOVERS.”

Close To Home John McPherson
Carpe Diem Niklas Eriksson
B.C. Johnny Hart and Mason Mastroianni
“This whole voter redistricting thing
is rediculous.”
Wumo Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler ~ Marmaduke Paul & Brad Anderson
Reality Check Dave Whamond ~ Bizarro Dan Piraro and Wayno

“Ever since the kids brought him
trick-or-treating on Halloween.”
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THE AWARD-WINNING PRINT & ONLINE FAMILY FEATURE @KidScoonTngetner
Find Kid Scoop on
ﬁ Facebook Cranherry Salsa

©2023 by Vicki Whiting, Editor Jeff Schinkel, Graphics  Vol.39,No.51 [l Work withan adult to make this
delicious recipe together!

Ingredients:
With the help of an adult, chop
each of the following:

1 cup fresh or frozen

cranberries

« 1 red bell pepper

1 green bell pepper

« 1 chili pepper

- Y2red onion

1 clove of garlic

Find your way
through the
cranberry
vines.

mencans eat about
400 million pounds

|
of cranberries a year: Mix the following in a bowl:

Y tsp parsley

- Ya2tsp ground cumin

-« Vs tsp black pepper

- Zest of small orange

- 6o0zfrozen orange juice
concentrate

Many are eaten at Thanksgiving, but there are
lots of ways to eat these little red, tangy berries all
year round.

Cranberries are native to North America. Native . ) ) .
Americans used them for both food and medicine. )| Combine all ingredients and mix
well. Store in the refrigerator until
all ingredients are chilled and

flavors are well combined.

cran b erry Ch a rt Which state grows the ot ranberrie? V

Use the chart to answer the questions!

Eat with tortilla chips or put on a
sandwich!

Thank you to the US Cranberries
organization for the idea for this
recipe. There are many more
great cranberry recipes at
uscranberries.com

About how many millions of barrels of cranberries
does New Jersey grow?

(9, ]

S

About how many more millions of barrels of
cranberries would Massachusetts need to grow to
catch up with Wisconsin?

S ‘: X /
'(a g‘ See how many words you can
make using the letters in

MILLIONS OF BARRELS
w

2 Healthy Berries CRANBERRIES
NOTE: Cranberries are high in Vitamin C.

1 1barrelequals Long ago, sailors and pirates took
100 pounds of berries. barrels of cranberries on long Voyages

SOURCE: Eating the berries g

USDA Economic Research ez
WISCONSIN  MASSACHUSETTS  OREGON  NEWJERSEY  SeviceandUsbitaiona  Preventeda 475 ,(6\?

Agricultural Statistics Sevice - disease called
Standards Link: Number Sense: Interpret data from charts and graphs. scurvy.

Growing and Harvesting Cranberries

Number the pictures in order.
1. Cranberry vines are planted in sandy soil.

Cranberry pIants
can live and

2. They grow into long vines that crawl along the ground.

3. When the cranberries are ripe, the farmers flood the field. grow for
4. Cranberries have little air pockets inside that cause them to float to the top of the water. 100 years!
5. Farmers wearing rubber “waders” walk through the floating cranberries and push them

into a big vacuum in the center of the field.
6. The berries are sucked out of the water and end up in a big truck.

Living Things
Scavenger
Hun
Look through the
newspaper for: FREE ‘DOWNLOAD:
5 things that are alive . A
4 things to eat KL SCOQ
3 things made from TQ.O\ChQT
Bee Power  somethingalive by Pock!
Cranberry farmers need Ngs peopie Nee AC Wi ‘j
. to survive
bees. The bees pollinate the 1 thine that vou like
plant’s blossoms, so they g yo With hundreds of topics, every
turn into berries. to eat Kid Scoop printable activity pack
Standards Link: Language Arts: features six-to-seven pages of
Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Sequence events in the correct order. Follow written directions. hlgh -interest extra leammg

activities for home and \(.Id

hool! G fi
Kid Scoop Puzzier g 34° ¢ £ [poubliey . nie Word Search JIESS )

RepI acethe missing words. BEES F|E|nd the Womﬁ Ln the puzzle. kidscoop.com/activity-pages/
ow many of them can you
Ways to Eat Cranberrles ‘ (o5 CRANBERRY find on this page?
Some people like thetart LYGNATCOCTIJISM N . - )
cranberries. Others FARMERS NCAE \F
them with sugar, maple syrup, or honey. FIELD GRFLOODBTE B JEH ©
. . FLOAT FREARETAWD This week’s word:
While they are tart, cranberries can WADERS \X
belealtenl - dor }(;hog'pid ral\\)v/I into EB?)ODD I EODRDZUPV I The noun waders means high'S
salsa, salads, and other dishes. IMost ) waterproof boots or waterproof
cranberries are used to make , GROW EBAWTMQRTIC pants with attached boots that
sauce and craisins. Craisins® are dried LNETTFVEWNI are used for wading in water.
cranberries that look like reddish MEDICINE DAUEEPIREN My mother wears
RED waders when she harvests
RIPE MR JFSYQCSE cranberries or goes fishing.
Canned cranberry sauce is a popular
Thanksgiving side .Itcan TANGY BCTAOLTFOOD Tirz ;z:s;glceevt‘ggg wa}(]i;fs
also be enjoyed on turkey sandwiches. VINES : : — talking with your %nfzn ds
Craisins® is a trademark of Ocean Spray Cranberries, Inc. WATER ‘?Vtoarggarsc::nl; I:r:(d 'éﬁgﬁrrii?;ifg? Qgégfgggﬁi'ﬁg gj;tgf:sl. and family members.

T HEEE)

What's your
opinion?

Do you like cranberries?
Why or why not?

FROM THE > LESSON LIBRARY

Put Thmgsm Order

Read a newspaper article and write down the
main things that are reported. Number the
things that happened in order: first, second,
third. Is the order of your list the same or
different from the article? Why could that be?

Standards Link: Analyze passages to sequence events. "Me|S-P|0D tHAMSNY

i « ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS AGES 18 AND UNDER
Creating Healthy; « ON-SITE ORTHODONTICS FOR ADULTS &
CHILDREN
« SEDATION AND GENERAL ANESTHESIA
AVAILABLE
« INFANT ORAL HEALTH VISITS & SPECIAL NEEDS
‘ DENTISTRY
« OUR DOCTORS HAVE SPECIALTY POST GRADUATE

TRAINING IN PEDIATRICS AND ORTHODONTICS

Call 586-800-GROW
HGPIOY Smlles www.GrowingSmilesPD.com szf‘réz.ﬁ.féii‘ri’s”ﬂffs%‘é% ﬁ
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DINO RICCI

(313) 460-2225

18412 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Farms

26 years of Real Estate Experience Working For You
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South girls swim & d

ive takes oth

at state final, North finishes 10th

By Meg Leonard
Senior Editor

Strong individual fin-
ishes paired with relay
teams that hit peak per-
formances at the perfect
time helped swim and
dive teams from Grosse
Pointe South and
Grosse Pointe North
take fifth place and 10th
place overall at the 2023
Division 2 state final at
the Holland Aquatics
Center in Holland
Saturday, Nov. 18.

South finished the day
with 156 points, edging
out Farmington High
School by a single point.
North earned 88 points,
beating out 11th place
Berkley by four points.
Farmington Hills Mercy
ran away with the D2
title with 326 points.

“These guys stuck
together and battled to
the end,” South’s head
coach John Fodell said.
“It’s great how they
raced.”

The Blue Devils
banded together

Saturday morning after
learning news that a
recent South graduate
and former member of
South’s boys swim team
was in a fatal car acci-
dent (see page 2A)
Friday night, along with
another swimmer from
Grosse Pointe who was
gravely injured. Given
the close nature of the
swim community, sev-
eral Norsemen were
affected by the news as
well.

Fodell said his team
met and were given the
option of not swimming
Saturday. They elected
to race despite very
heavy hearts, he said.

“They all swam hard,”
he said. “We earned 16
all-states and a ton of
personal best times.
They stuck it out and
fought hard.”

Mischa Eng was
South’s top point earner
with 28. In individual
events, Eng took fourth
in the 200 IM in 2:09.63
and sixth in the 100
back (58.27). She

earned all-state medals
with those finishes,
which requires placing
in the top eight or
higher.

Sophomore Heidi
Bryan helped South
with 20 points. She
earned all-state honors
in the 500 free in
5:12.91. Teammate
Maryn Smith took 16th
in the event in 5:23.34.
Bryan also dropped 0.48
seconds off of her pre-
liminary time in the 200
free to finish 11th over-
all in 1:57.64.

In the 100 fly, senior
Hannah DiDio finished
10th in 59.40, while fel-
low senior Charlotte
Bedsworth finished just
three places behind in
13th place in 1:00.42.
Vivian Rizer finished
just behind Bedsworth
in 14th place in 1:00.60.

Senior Alayna
Okonoski finished in
16th place in 1 meter
diving, earning an
important point for the
Blue Devils.

Sophomore Whitney

PHOTO COURTESY OF SOUTH GIRLS SWIM & DIVE

South’s Mischa Eng starts in the 100 back, where she finished sixth in the event
at last weekend’s state final meet. She earned the most points among all Blue
Devils at finals, earning 28 points for the team.

Handwork earned 14
points for South, finish-
ing fifth in the 50 free in
24.38. She also was a
huge factor in South’s
relays, starting with the
200 medley relay.
Handwork, along with

Eng, Keira Collins and
DiDio took seventh
place in 1:49.74, an
event won by
Farmington in 1:46.2.
South battled with
North in the remaining
two relays, in races wor-

thy of the teams’ his-
toric rivalry. Norsemen
Cailey Hard, Mia
Melham, Addie
Wakefield and Avery
Beal got the best of

See SWIM, page 6D

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK

F'rom football to wrestling, Hepner
embodies toughness for Blue Devils

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Back in March, Wyatt
Hepner made Grosse
Pointe South history. As
a sophomore, Hepner
became the first Blue
Devils wrestler to ever
make it to a state cham-
pionship match, finish-
ing as the state
runner-up in Division 1
at 126 pounds.

Now, coming off the

heels of a successful sea-
son on the gridiron with
South’s varsity football
team, Hepner is looking
to make it back to Ford
Field for the 2023-24
state finals. Last season
set the bar high, and
Hepner knows there is
only one more step to
take from here.

“I always just want to
do better than I did last
year and now the only
way to do better is to win

it,” he said. “I’ve been
training with my club,
Wrestling University, in
the offseason and going
to some camps. [ haven’t
competed much in the
offseason because in the
summer I was focused
on football, but getting
some practice and reps
in the offseason I think
is a big deal.”

Making it to the state
championship match
last year was quite a feat

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

Wyatt Hepner, pictured during his first-round match at last season’s individual
wrestling state finals, was the first South wrestler to ever advance to a state
championship match, wrestling for the Division 1 title at 126 pounds.

in and of itself for
Hepner, and he faced
the toughest test possi-
ble there. Wrestling as a
sophomore, his oppo-
nent was Davison’s
Caden Horwath, a senior
who dominated the 126-
pound division his entire
high school career and
won his fourth consecu-
tive state title by defeat-
ing Hepner.

Hepner is a year older
now, and with Horwath,
who is currently wres-
tling at the University of
Michigan, out of the
division, it could mean
that the weight class is
Hepner’s for the taking.
Like every true competi-
tor though, Hepner
takes everything one
step at a time. It is a
mentality that can be
especially important in
the world of wrestling.

“It doesn’t matter who
I’'m wrestling, that

Grosse Pointe News
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Wyatt Hepner
School: Grosse Pointe Soui:‘h

e

match is what matters,
it’s like one match for
the rest of my life,”
Hepner said. “...It
doesn’t matter who I'm
going to wrestle in like

Wyatt Wins

¢ 2022-23 Division 1 wrestling state runner-up

at 126 Ibs

* 64 total tackles, 50 solo tackles, 4 pass
breakups for South football in 2023

¢ Voted 1st Team All-MAC White and 1st Team
All-Region in football

two matches if I win or if
I'lose. It’s just about who
I’'m wrestling now and
how I'm going to beat
this one opponent. It’s
match by match.”

That mentality has
helped Hepner over-
come some adversity in
both wrestling and foot-
ball. While some might
see Hepner lacking
some physical size,
toughness makes up for
a lot.

See ATHLETE, page 2D
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| FOOTBALL

Longtime friends go all out for
Monday Night Football tradition

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

In 1992, Grosse
Pointer Matt Reno
invited his friend Tom
Steen over to watch a
Monday Night Football
game. Steen returned
the invite a few weeks
later and the two con-
tinued watching games
together here and there
over the next couple of
years.

Sometime in 1994,
Steen invited another
friend, Vito Tocco, to
join him and Reno for
one of their Monday
night get-togethers.

“After that game, Vito
said, ‘Next week at my
house?’ and that started
a three-man rotation of
hosts,” Steen remem-
bered.

And that was when a
tradition was born. For
nearly three decades,
this group of friends liv-
ing throughout the
Pointes and St. Clair
Shores have gotten
together almost every
Monday night during
the football season to
watch NFL games.

Reno, Steen and

COURTESY PHOTO

Longtime friends from around Grosse Pointe and St. Clair Shores have been
gathering to watch Monday Night Football together almost every week for
three decades. They include, from left, Matt Reno, Jr., Jim Reno, Chuck
Thomas, Matt Reno, Sr., Tom Steen, Vito Tocco, Bill Cosgrove and Greg Steen.

Tocco are still core
members of the group,
which currently
includes other regulars
like Jim Reno, Greg
Steen, Chuck Thomas
and Bill Cosgrove. Over
the years, other mem-
bers have included Jeff

Sparks, Marty
VanAlman, Ryan
O’Donnell and John
Collier.

Much of the group
grew up together as
friends and attended
Grosse Pointe South
High School. The guys

are former athletes and
some have even gotten
into coaching as adults,
so naturally their
Monday Night Football
gatherings are where
they share their passion
for competition.

“In 2000, we started a

competition to pick the
winner of the Monday
Night Football game,”
Steen said. “There are
several rules and guide-
lines that have to be fol-
lowed. A trophy was
created for the winner.
There is also a ‘loser’
trophy for the worst
record.”

The competition goes
beyond football knowl-
edge. The guys in the
group always try to one-
up each other in having
the best game-day
setup, mostly when it
comes to spreads of
food.

Friendly competition
among the group also
has led to some of the
most memorable
moments. Their con-
tests for picking games
and, of course, fantasy
football have created
some unforgettable
moments of Monday
night drama over the
years.

“The ‘phantom switch’
went down in history,”
Steen said. “We are all
allowed to switch our
selection prior to the
end of the first quarter
twice a year. A member

called ‘switch’ in jest,
but was held to it.
Otherwise, we would
have chaos.

“Another one was
when a fantasy team
had zero chance of win-
ning, but due to the los-
ing team having to
continually lateral the
ball on receiving a kick-
off, it led to the inevita-
ble fumble and the
opposing team returned
it for a touchdown as
time expired. The odds
went from zero percent
to 100 percent.”

Even with all the
friendly competition, at
the end of the day it is
all about enjoying foot-
ball and friends. Steen,
Reno, Tocco and the
rest of the group are
still going strong and
have no plans to end
their football tradition
anytime soon.

“Even though we’ve
had some turnover, the
core of us now joke that
we will have to get an
urn, to carry the ashes
of deceased members
until there’s only one
man standing,” Steen
said. “It won’t be nearly
as fun.”

PHOTO BY MEG LEONARD

Wyatt Hepner, left, and his dad, Chad Hepner, together after another win for
South football this season. Hepner had 64 tackles for the Blue Devils in 2023
and was named first team All-MAC White and first team All-Region.

Do you know an outstanding high school athlete?
Nominate them for Athlete of the Week and put
them in the running for Athlete of the Year.

Grosse Pointe News
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Continued from page 1D

“(Wyatt) is just such a
great athlete even if he
came into high school
undersized in football,”
South freshman football
head coach and former
wrestling head coach
Tony Cimmarusti said.
“...He’s gotten more size
and been phenomenal at
the varsity level. I don’t
think anybody antici-
pated he would be as
great as he was this
year. Same thing with
wrestling, he came in
and was second in the
state as a sophomore...
As good as he is in
sports, he’s an even bet-
ter person.”

As the seasons transi-
tion from fall to winter,
Hepner is getting ready
to make the switch from
football back to wres-
tling. Hepner has been
playing football ever
since elementary school,
when he began playing
flag football and then
youth ball with the
Macomb Mustangs and
Grosse Pointe Red
Barons before getting to
high school and joining

South’s program.

As a junior, this fall
was Hepner’s first full
season on the Blue
Devils’ varsity football
squad. He ended the
year with 64 tackles,
including five tackles for
loss, and was voted first
team All-MAC White
and first team All-
Region.

“The whole wrestling
aspect just makes you a
better tackler I think,”
Hepner said about how
his skills translate from
wrestling to the grid-
iron. “It also has to do
with body control. If
you’re up in the air mak-
ing a tackle or whatever,
you have to know where
your body is and what
you’re doing...And the
athleticism and being
able to have the foot-
work and knowing how
your body is going to
move when you’re doing
whatever you’re doing.
The mind and body con-
nection translates to
both.”

This football season
was also special not just
because of the success
Hepner had on the field,
but because of who was
on the sidelines watch-

ing him achieve it. His
dad, Chad Hepner, who
is South’s varsity head
football coach.

Chad Hepner can also
be found at every South
wrestling match he can
make it to, cheering on
his son, and this was the
first full season where
Hepner got to play foot-
ball under his dad.
Whether his dad is
cheering him on from
the sidelines at wrestling
matches or coaching
him on the sidelines at
football games, the con-
nection between father
and son built through
sports has seemingly
never been stronger.

“It’s real awesome
being able to play for my
dad,” Hepner said. “...
It’s special because of
the connection we
already have, and it’s
just fun. When it comes
time to critique me, the
dad part goes away and
he’s just a football
coach, but it just
strengthens our bond
even more.”

To nominate a future
Athlete of the Week, visit
grossepointenews.com/
athlete-of-the-week.
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College commitments

send Grosse Pointe
athletes coast-to-coast
in ‘24

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter
and

Meg Leonard
Senior Editor

Friends, family members, coaches and teammates showed up in huge numbers to support nine athletes
from schools in the Pointes who signed their National Letters of Intent (NLI) this month. Three signing ceremonies
took place at Grosse Pointe North, Grosse Pointe South and University Liggett School, where supporters shared
ample smiles and congratulatory hugs and handshakes with the athletes in a happy celebration to mark their years of
hard work and dedication.

The signings signified the moment when an athlete’s verbal commitment became a formalized binding agreement
between themselves and their future college or university.

Here's a look at these special ceremonies and where these gifted athletes will be heading:

GROSSE POINTE GROSSE POINTE UNIVERSITY
NORTH SOUTH LIGGETT
Natalie Babcock ~ Amelia Streberger Avery Bellish Elizabeth Peberdy Preston Barr
Softball Soccer Softball Crew Baseball
University of University of Clarion University University of Tennessee University of
Detroit-Mercy Detroit-Mercy Carly Brown Karter Richards Michigan
Brennan Hill Jenna Winoewicki Crew Basketball

Baseball Basketball Stanford Lake Superior State

University of Michigan ~ Gannon University University University

North pitcher Brennan Hill officially becomes a
Wolverine, signing his letter to play baseball at
the University of Michigan.

From left, Avery Bellish, Carly Brown, Elizabeth
Peberdy and Karter Richards sign their National
Letters of Intent Wednesday, Nov. 15, at Grosse
Pointe South.

Go Blue! University Liggett's Preston Barr, center,
signs his National Letter of Intent to play baseball at
the University of Michigan. Barr’s family joined him
at the signing, including his dad Kurt (left), his mom
Kate (right), and his brother Deagan (standing).

Blue Devil senior Avery Bellish commits to play
Division 2 softball at Clarion University in Clarion,
Pa., next fall alongside her mom, Theresa and

Surrounded by teammates and coaches from
North's girls basketball team, Jenna Winoewicki
signs on to play hoops at Gannon University in

Good ol' Rocky Top! South senior Elizabeth Peberdy
(center) celebrates her commitment to row for the
women’s crew team at the University of Tennessee,

Pennsylvania.

flanked by her dad, Robert and mom, Barb.

dad, Matt.

Karter Richards (front center) will take his talents
onto the hardwood in the Upper Peninsula next
season at Lake Superior State University, where he
will play for the men’s varsity basketball team. He is
joined by his siblings and parents (from left to right)
Keke, Korver, dad Kevin, mom Kara and Kooper.

Go Cardinal! Carly Brown (center) makes the com-
mitment to go west and row for the women'’s var-
sity crew team at Stanford University in Palo Alto,
Calif., in 2024. She is joined on signing day in the
back row by her crew coaches, Mike Gentile and
Molly Packer and in the front row by her dad, Rob
and mom, Jen.

Natalie Babcock’s family watches as she officially

signs on to play softball at University of Detroit-
Mercy.

After helping lead North’s girls soccer team to a
state championship in the spring, Amelia Stre-
berger will continue her soccer career at Univer-
sity of Detroit-Mercy.
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| HOCKEY

PHOTO BY LEON HALIP

Norsemen and Knights tussle in front of the net in the season opener at University Liggett, where the girls varsity hockey team unveiled their 2022-23 state
championship banner Tuesday, Nov. 14, before facing off against Grosse Pointe North. The Knights ran away with a 7-1 win, led by freshman left winger
Stella Smiatacz, who opened up the scoring with her first goal of her high school career. She later added an assist to earn the game puck for her play in the

Knight’s victory.

Blue Devils bounce back

Oliver Sharpe takes a faceoff for Grosse Pointe South boys hockey in the team’s home-opener against
Marysville on Saturday, Nov. 18. The Blue Devils won the game 3-2 for their first victory of the season,
bouncing back from a 4-3 loss in overtime to Bay City on Friday night. The Blue Devils played away at
Trenton Wednesday after press time. They hit the road again on Friday, Nov.24, for a weekend tourna-

ment in Big Rapids.

COURTESY PHOTO

Come back to the Grosse Pointe News next week for more boys and girls hockey coverage with winter
sports season previews.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

{ PHONE: 313-882-6900 EXT. 4 | {J FAX: 313-882-1585

WORD ADS:

CLASSIFYING
AND CENSORSHIP

I/WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COM

CORRECTIONS
AND ADJUSTMENTS

12 - 25 words for $25.35;
additional words are 30¢ each.
Abbreviations are not accepted.
BORDER ADS STARTING AT:
$26.00 per column inch

We reserve the right to classify
each ad under its appropriate
heading. The publisher reserves
the right to edit or reject ad copy
submitted for publication.

Responsibility for classified
advertising errors is limited to either
a cancellation of the charge or a
re-run of the portion of the error.
Notification must be given in time for
the correction in the following issue.

We assume no responsibility for the
same after the first insertion.

203 HELP WANTED 210 HELP WANTED 302 SITUATION WANTED 305 SITUATION WANTED 305 SITUATION WANTED
DENTAL / MEDICAL RESTAURANT CONVALESCENT CARE HOUSE CLEANING HOUSE CLEANING

DEADLINES PRICING FREQUENCY DISCOUNTS
Please call for holiday deadline Prepayment is required. Given for multi-week scheduled
dates and times, subject to change. | We accept credit cards, cash advertising, with prepayment or
and check. credit approval. Call for rates or for
CLASSIFIED DISPLAY ADS: more information. Phone lines can
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M. be busy on Monday and Tuesday.
CLASSIFIED WORD ADS: Please call early.
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M.
105 ART SERVICES
WAR MEMORIAL
Ornamental plaster HELP WANTED GROSSE POINTE
103 ATTORNEYS/ LEGAL celllng_ an.d Doctor's office is
IN THE LAST Pewabic tile Seeking a
THREE YEARS restoration by ~ BELDING CLEANERS | S odical
if you have Construction and  currently hiring for

required medical
care after receiving
a manicure or
pedicure please
call me.
| specialize in hand-
ling cosmetology
and esthetician
claims. I would like
to provide you a
free consultation so
you know and
protect your rights
against the dirty
practices of a salon.
There is no
obligation on your
part until you wish
to retain an
aggressive and
experienced
trial attorney.
Please call me,
Kenneth M. Essad
at (313)965-9383.

soohoolm@gmail.com

Restoration Artist a Clothing

Martin SooHoo
Architecture

Art Antiques position.
insi i Great Work
inside/ outside atmosphere.

floor to ceiling
(734)846-5058
View portfolios
online:
Google Martin
SooHoo Flickr
Google Martin
S00H00 Houzz

available

Read the FINE Print

Seel[The Classifieds

Grosse Pointe News

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

Packaging, Sorting
and Inspection

Full & Part time

$16+ an hour.
Come in and fill out
an application:
15139 Kercheval
Or email resume to:

info@belding
cleaners.com

assistant/ nurse.
Must be friendly
and detail oriented.
Previous medical
office experience
of at least 1 year,
EMR knowledge
and computer
skills helpful.
Please email
resumes to
careers@
drshaunadiggs.com

IRISH COFFEE ?.IB’RA‘Q"C%%LE
BAR & GRILL Caregiver services.
now hiring 24 hour care. We

SERVERS assist in cooking,

Apply in person

appointments,

Grosse Pointe errands, etc.

Since 1997
Statewide
BELDING CLEANERS
119 TRANSPORTATION / needs Cashier/  [HSSTTITNIE)
TRAVEL Counter help. NURSES AIDE / CAREGIVER
SNOWBIRDS Grosse Pointe. BECOME A
Let's get your car Part- time, DIETARY MANAGER

and you out of the
cold this winter.
St. Clair Shores

resident will safely

mornings and

afternoons and
some Saturdays.
Flexible Schedule.

in eight months -
online program
offered by the

Tennessee College

drive your car Great work )
to yoa/r warm atmosphere. of Applied
destination. Excellent pay Technology at
References $16+ an hour. Elizabethton.
available. Come in and fill out Details @
Please call an application: www.tcateliza
or text Bill at 15139 Kercheval bethton.edu,
(313)721-5841 Or email resume to: or email
fora info@belding lisa.blackburn@tcat
competitive quote. cleaners.com elizabethton.edu

cleaning, bathing/
18666 Mack Avenue 8rooming, doctor's

Are you tired
of spending your
weekends
scrubbing, dusting,
and vacuuming?

Farms Accepting
medicaid payments.
1(866)54-ANGEL
CAREGIVERS
available
SITUATION WANTED ; ;
302 in the privacy
CONVALESCENT CARE of your
E. Brown own home.
Caregiver services Best prices
provider guaranteed.
Looking for NOW ACCEPTING
someone to come NEW CLIENTS.

586-215-6777
office@innhomecare.net
www.innhomecare.net

to your home to
assist with non-
medical services?

It's time to reclaim YOU FINALLY
your free time and FOUND US!
enjoy the comfort of Women who
a spotless home. actually like
_ Opulent Touch to clean.
is here to make your - Thorough, reliable,
life ?a3|gr With o%r trustworthy.
rofessional mai
P services. Call Over 2.5 years
(313)671-6781 experience.
References.
DOMESTIC (313)550-2890
services provided
by Mary.
Houlsaeuﬁljer?/”'“g' 319 STUATION WANTED
senior companion. ORGANIZING
valid drivers DUCKS IN A ROW

De-cluttering and
organizing your
home! Closets,

license, resident of
St. Clair Shores 45
years. Call Mary

Now Hirin
During the day or 8
night! Cooking,
cleaning and more. HoujviﬁléEbﬁNlNG
Low rates and flex- Reasonable
ible hours available. Reliable.
Contact Era Brown 20 years
_for more experience.
information Call Stacey,

(586)819-8068 (586)344-7897

(586)360-0183 basements,
whole house.
EUROPEAN Organize your
CLEANING SERVICE paper clutter.

(313)459-6701
Years of experience

Home information,
notebooks,

Honest Medical journals,
Hardworking memory albums.
Many Satisfied Becky Schlaff
Clients from (313)580-2528
Grosse Pointe Area Susan Mason
— (313)910-9705
Classifieds
Work For You schlaffb@
To place an ad call: comcast.net
rwmason@

(313)882-6900 x4

Grosse Pointe News

comcast.net



PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD TODAY!

403 AUCTIONS

THE BIG ONE:
Holiday Jewelry
& Gifts Auction

Bidding Open Now!
Baccarat Crystal
Jewelry Set, Tiffany
& Co, St. John Knits,
Huge Collection of
Sterling Silver
Jewelry including
Southwest/ Navajo
with inlay, Antique
Scottish Brooches
and Necklaces,
Fine Gold, Antique
British Pocket
Watches and
Chains,

New- In- Box

merchandise, and
S0 much more.
BIDDING CLOSES
7pm WEDNESDAY
NOVEMBER 29th
Online bidding and
full catalog
available at
detroithuntclub.
hibid.com
Easy Scheduled
Pickup (with
complimentary gift
wrapping!)
Friday 12/ 1 &

TTCTA LT o —
Property For Rent

BLACK FRIDAY
GARAGE SALE
November 24- 26
9am- 3pm
Lifelong collection
of antiques, lamps,
brass, costume
jewelry, kids toys.
Some furniture &
appliances.
21609 Downing St.
St. Clair Shores
48080

MISCELLANEOUS
ARTICLES

TEETER HANG- UP
inversion table,
used twice, great
for a sore back
$125.00
or best offer.
Please call
(313)804-7648

WANTED TO BUY

412

415

SELL ME YOUR
VINYL RECORDS
We buy LP's, 45's

No collection

too large.
We come to you!
RIPE RECORDS
Call (313)469-7479

WINE IN
YOUR CELLAR?
I will buy it.
(313)942-7507

Saturday 12/ 2 CLASSIFIED
on Mack Ave, or eBOGO-e
mention this ad at SPECIAL
registration under IS BACK
"Notes to the Auc- BUY ONE
tioneer" for FREE Classified Ad
DELIVERY WITHIN 25 words $25.35
THE POINTES for Get the same
our Grosse Pointe classified ad
News friends. FREE
To preview any the following week
items, or for any CALL
questions, (313)882-6900 x4
please email or
detroithuntclub classifieds@grosse
@gmail.com pointenews.com
or call Shannon @ Deadline

(248)376-4474

Tuesday Noon

HOUSES FOR RENT

105 POINTES/HARPER WOODS

HOUSE FOR RENT
Mapleton Street,
Grosse Pointe
Farms,

NO pets,

3 bedroom, 1. 5
bath, 2 car garage.
$1,700. per month.
(313)410-1222

803 CONDOS / APTS / FLATS

Lakeshore Village
condo
22821 Lakeshore
Drive
Remodeled Open
Floor Concept
2 Bedrooms
2 full renovated
Bathrooms
Finished Basement
$164,900
Call: 313-378-0210

Everything
From
AToZ
CanBe
Found

In The

Classifieds.

Grosse Pointe News

(313)882-6900 ext. 4

PHONE: (313) 882-6900 EXT. 4

WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COM
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|

1

1

1

: [CJcheck
1
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Name:

2 Years
$65.00

IT'S THE LOWEST PRICES or e YEAR!

1 Year ‘
$35.00

3 Years
$99.00

RECEIVE A COMPLIMENTARY CHRISTMAS
ORNAMENT AND 2024 CALENDAR

Subscribing is easy.
Call (313) 343-5578, mail
the form below or visit

grossepointenews.com.

Yes, send me a subscription to the Grosse Pointe News!

Offer only valid for Residential Metro Detroit Locations
Call: (313) 343-5578

or Mail Payment to:

Address:

Grosse Pointe News

16980 Kercheval

Grosse Pointe, Ml 48230

Phone Number:

$65.00 for 24-months

Email:

[Jcreditcard  [Bill

Credit Card No:

Provide for web access, email updates, breaking news and special offers. Email address will not be shared.

Me

Exp. Date:

$99.00 for 36-months
Includes local print

delivery & online access

I
1
1
1
1
1
1
$35.00 for 12-months :
1
1
1
1
1
1

DIRECTORY OF SERVICES

Some classifications are not required by law to be licensed. Please check with the proper state agency to verify license.

INTERIOR / EXTERIOR

2 DESIGN

Interior e Exterior
Design
*Award Winning
Design Team*
Free Estimates
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

DeBeers 28\
HOME 7,
IMPROVEMENT E4 19
Masonry Repair
Tuckpointing
313-886-8088

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,
tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and
insured.
masonrygp88@
gmail.com
(313)885-8525
Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING
FINANCING

eChimneys
ePorches
eConcrete
oSteps
eStonework
eTuckpointing
ePatios
eFireplaces
eBrick Work
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

912 BUILDING / REMODELING J§ 923 CONSTRUCTION REPAIR 935 FLOOR SANDING / [ 944 GUTTERS 945 HANDYMAN 954 PAINTING / DECORATING | 960  ROOFING SERVICES

The bathroom
of your dreams
for as little as
$149/ month!
BCI Bath & Shower.
Many options
available. Quality
materials & profes-
sional installation.
Senior & Military
Discounts Available.
Limited Time Offer-
FREE virtual in-
home consultation
now and SAVE 15%!
Call Today!
1(877)957-1264

914 CARPENTRY 927

Wood Rot
Repair Specialists
Garage
Straightening
Deck Repairs
Crown Molding
Custom Wood
Projects
Free Estimates
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

Home Remodeling
I do it all!
Drywall, flooring,
electrical, plumbing,
tile and more.
Happy to provide
references!
Insured.

DC Jones
Construction, LLC.
David 313-878-9007

DEBRIS / CLUTTER
REMOVAL

Debris Removal
eClean Outs
eHauling Unwanted
Items
eDumpsters
Available
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,
tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and
insured.
masonrygp88@
gmail.com
(313)885-8525
Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING
FINANCING

DUMPSTERS
AVAILABLE

oClean outs

eBasement/
Garage Cleanout
eDebris Removal

(313)408-1166

920 CHIMNEY REPAIR 930  ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Flectrical Repair
Lights - Switches - Plugs

313-886-8088

classifieds

313-882-6900

REFINISHING

A
§\§\

FLOOR
laying, sanding
and refinishing.

Laminate
flooring installed.
Free estimates.
Terry Yerke
(586)823-7753

939 GENERAL SERVICES

GUTTER - WINDOW
CLEANING
Insured
Call Tom Micoli
(313)656-9402

LANDSCAPERS /

3 TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

DAVE's
TREE & SHRUB

CHRISTMAS
LIGHTS
INSTALLED

Tree Removal/
Trimming
Stump Grinding
Gutter Cleaning
FREE ESTIMATES
30% FALL
DISCOUNTS
SENIOR DISCOUNTS
* FIREWOOD *
AVAILABLE
25 Years
(586)216-0904

944 GUTTERS

Gutter
Replacement
& Repair
5& 6inch
Gutter Guards
Gutter Cleaning
Free Estimates
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

ELIMINATE
gutter cleaning
forever!
LeafFilter,
the most advanced
debris- blocking
gutter protection.
Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter
estimate today.
15% off
entire purchase.
10% Senior &
Military discounts.
Call 1(866)495-1709

HANDYMAN
specializing in
Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning,
Electrical

Royal Enterprise
oGutter Installation,
Repair & Cleaning
eSmall Tree
Trimming &
Shrub Removal
up to 20 feet
Residential/
Commercial
Fully Insured
Ray (313)218-2150

and miscellaneous
odd jobs.
Lifetime career
experience,
reference available.
Call Douglas Kehrer
at

(586)292-5971

JOHN'S PAINTING
Interior/Exterior
Repairing:
Damaged plaster,
drywall, cracks,
windows

puttying, caulking.
Fire/Water damage

insurance work.
All work
guaranteed
G. P. References
License/Insured
Free estimates
Senior Discount
(313)882-5038

NEW INSTALLATION
Roofs, Gutters
Repairs
Siding
Financing Available!
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

We're your "TO DO"
list handymen!
Let us help you with
any plumbing,
electrical,

T,

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
Temper Aluminum
Gutter Covers
Insured
Free Estimates

(313)886-0520
Grosse Pointe Woods

945 HANDYMAN

Your Local

Handyman Service
Electrical - Plumbing

313-886-8088

FIND Your Next
\“\\\“‘N\l\“
HERE.

classifieds

313-882-6900

carpentry and
much more.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

946  HAULING / MOVING

1A
HAULING
Rubbish Removal

Appliances
Backyards

Garages
Houses, etc.
Dumpsters

available.

(586)778-4417
948 INSULATION

A quiet home is a
relaxing home!
Blown in Cellulose
Insulation is GREEN,
cost and energy
efficient. Red Baron
Enterprises, LLC can
insulate your home.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

Painting Services
Interior & Exterior
Floors
Drywall
Plaster
Restoration
Wood Finishing
+ Staining
+ much more!
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

Replace your roof
with the best
looking and longest
lasting material?
Steel from
Erie Metal Roofs!
Three styles and
multiple colors
available.
Guaranteed to
last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer-
50% off installation

+
Additional 10% off
install (for military,
health workers &

1st responders.)
Call

Erie Metal Roofs:

1(866)718-3124

957

PLUMBING
& INSTALLATION

Plumbing
Diagnosis
Installation
Repair
Hot Water Tanks
Snaking
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

I,

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

Residential
commecial
ROOFING EXPERTS
Lifetime Warranty
on Shingles
Licensed & Insured
Free Estimates
(313)886-0520
Grosse Pointe Woods

e
“ou

Heard?

You'll sell it FASTER here!

classifieds
313-882-6900
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Wrestling club returns for 21st year

Athletes from kinder-
garten through eighth
grade once again will
have the opportunity to
learn about wrestling
from some of the most
talented coaches and
former wrestlers from
around the Pointes and
the state of Michigan as

the Grosse Pointe
Wrestling Club is ready
to begin another season.

The club is open to
Grosse Pointe area stu-
dents. Meetings will be
held on Tuesdays and
Thursdays at 5:30 p.m.
beginning Tuesday, Nov.
28, with practices being

held in the wrestling
room of the main gym at
Grosse Pointe South

High School.
The Grosse Pointe
Wrestling Club is run by

founder and former
Grosse Pointe South
wrestling coach Tony
Cimmarrusti. A former

captain of the Harvard
University wrestling
team, Cimmarrusti will
be joined by current
South wrestling coaches
Pat and Dave Salazar
along with several other
current and former Blue
Devil and Norsemen
wrestlers.

All practices will be
divided into two groups
running simultaneously
for both newcomers and
more advanced wres-
tlers.

A sign-up meeting for
parents will be held
before the first two prac-
tices on Nov. 28 and

Nov. 30. The cost is $75
for the first child per
family and $35 for each
additional child. Cost
covers the entire season,
which runs through late
February.

For more info, email
GPWrestlingclub48236@
gmail.com.

SWIM:

Continued from page 1D

South in the 200 free
relay, out-touching
South for fifth place in
1:39.86. South’s
Handwork, Lorelei
Carr, Bedsworth and
Bryan finished sixth in
1:40.62. Both teams
earned all-state honors
in the event.

The Blue Devils
struck back in the 400
free, dropping 3.23
from its preliminary
time to move up three
places to take fifth
place, with North fin-
ishing seventh.
Handwork, DiDio, Eng
and Bryan swam South
to an all-state time of
3:36.76. North’s Hard,
Kennedy Hasting,
Wakefield and Beal
dropped a half second
off of their seed time,
swimming to seventh
place in an all-state
time of 3:39.19.

The all-state relays,
paired with the perfor-
mances of junior Avery

“Top five is amazing....this definitely
sets up great momentum for next

season.’

JOHN FODELL, SOUTH GIRLS SWIM & DIVE HEAD
COACH, ON HIS TEAM’S STATE MEET PERFORMANCE

Beal and Cailey Hard in
individual events last
weekend helped North
place in the state’s top
10.

Head coach Chris
Trepanowski said his
team stepped up in a big
way.

“We are thrilled with
our performance this
weekend at the state
meet,” he said. “These
seven girls have been
consistently working
hard since August in
preparation for this
meet and they did not
disappoint.”

Avery Beal set the
pace for the Norsemen,
earning 33 points for
the team. In two of the
most competitive
races of the meet, Beal
finished second in the
100 free in 52.58, and
third overall in the 50

yard free in 24.00 flat.
In the 50 free, Beal
dropped 0.14 in the
final and only a whis-
per behind South
Lyon’s Emma Klotz,
who touched for sec-
ond place in 23.69.

Beal earned all-state
in both events.

“(She) just lit up the
water as she fought her
way to second and third
place finishes as she
swam personal records
in both the 100 and 50
free,” Trepanowski said.
“She was among the top
individual point scorers
of all the girls at the
meet.

Hard took the 14th
spot in the 200 free in
1:59.28.

“Cailey posted season
bests in both her indi-
vidual events and had a
tremendous impact on

CITY OF HARPER WOODS
WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN
SYNOPSIS: REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NOVEMBER 6, 2023

The regular City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Valerie Kindle at 7:00 P.M.
ROLL CALL: All Councilpersons were present.

MOTIONS PASSED

1) To receive, approve and file the minutes of the regular City Council meeting held October
16,2023 and furthermore receive and file the minutes of the Library Board meeting held on
September 21, 2023, and the Planning Commission meeting held on October 25, 2023.

2) to add to the agenda the Delinquent Transfers to the 2023 Winter Tax Roll.

3) to open the Public Hearing on the 2024 Budget.

4) to close the Public Hearing.

5) to adopt the Performance and Indemnification Resolution authorizing the City to make
necessary repairs to county roads and sidewalks, and further to adopt the Performance and
Indemnification Resolution authorizing the City to take any necessary restorative corrections
to county roads and sidewalks, and further to adopt the Performance and Indemnification
Resolution authorizing the City to temporarily close county roads and/or place temporary
banners within the right-of-way.

6) That the agenda of the regular City Council meeting having been acted upon, the meeting
is hereby adjourned at 8:34 p.m

RESOLUTIONS PASSED

1) (1) approve the Accounts Payable/Payroll Vendor listing for Check Numbers 128455 through
128650 in the amount of $865,806.57 as submitted by the City Manager and Finance Director,
and further, authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the listing. (2) approve payment to WCA
Assessing in the amount of $6,080.16 for the contractual assessing services to be performed
during the month of November 2023. (3) . approve payment to Oakland County in the amount
of $6,195.00 for fees relative to the CLEMIS computer system utilized by the Police Department.
(4) approve payment to Turf and Timber LLC in the amount of $13,100.00 for the removal of
dead and downed trees/limbs.(5) approve payment to the State of Michigan - EGLE in the
amount of $7,078.43 for the city’s annual water supply fee. (6) approve payment to Anderson,
Eckstein & Westrick, Inc. in the amount of $40,034.20 for professional services during the
month of October 2023 for the following projects: Beaconsfield Resurfacing, #180-253; Kelly
Road Planning, #180-322; Beaconsfield Crossing, #180-266; Joint Crack Sealing Project, #180-
288; Danbury Lane, #180-281; Concrete Repair, #180-315; Community Center Grant, #180-
323; Recreation Center Concept, #180-319; Eastland Center, #180-244; San. Sewer FCIPP,
#180-316; Storm Sewer Repair, #180-314; Stormwater Pump Improvements, #180-326; San.
Sewer Cleaning, #180-317; Temp Water Operator, #180-303 and the 2023 User Charge, #180-
296.(7) . approve payment to Adams Group Inc. in the amount of $20,388.00 for the demolition
of 20950 Lancaster. (8) approve the appointment of DamarQio Williams as an alternate to the
Board of Review with his term expiring in January 2027.

2) to adopt the Tax Levy Resolution set forth on page 1 of the budget document hereby
establishing the following tax rate for 2024.

General 19.2617
PA 359 1925
Refuse 24573
Milk River Drain 11.8750
Library 1.8458
Debt 3750
Total 36.0073

3) to approve the Budget Adoption and Appropriation Resolution found on Page 2 of the budget
document, thereby adopting the 2024 Budget as presented.

4) in accordance with Milk River Intercounty Drain Assessments, Chap. 21, 1956 PA 40, as
amended and its obligations under the Michigan Drain Code, Harper Woods City is mandated to
levy 11.875 mills on all taxable properties in the City to fund the Milk River Intercounty Drain
Assessments on its tax bills dated December 1, 2023.

5) to approve the Commodity Charge of $30.99/MCF for water and $36.09/MCF for sewer, to
approve the Fixed Service Charge of $11.58/month for water and $20.41/month for sewer and
to approve the Fixed Debt Service Charge of $2.50/month for sewer for all water/sewer billed
on or after January 1,2024.

6) to approve the contract between the City of Harper Woods and SMART for the period July 1,
2023 through June 30, 2024 and further to authorize the Mayor to sign this on behalf of the City.
7) to approve payment to Wayne County in the amount of $356,130.75 for the operation and
maintenance of the Milk River Drain.

8) to approve the payment to the Michigan Department of Transportation in the amount of
$66,054.04 for the city’s proportionate share of the Beaconsfield Resurfacing Project, Phase II.
9) to approve payment to Insituform Technologies USA in the amount of $85,832.55 for Progress
Payment No. 1 on the 2023 Sewer Rehabilitation by Full Length CIPP Lining, #180-316.

10) to approve the transfer of $45,558.49 for Miscellaneous City Services, $17,970.00 for
Special Pickups and $543.08 for Meter Replacements (total of $64,071.57) to the 2023 Winter
Tax Roll as proposed and submitted by the acting Treasurer..

Valerie Kindle, Mayor
Published: GPN, November 23, 2023

Leslie M. Frank, City Clerk

PHOTO COURTESY OF SOUTH GIRLS SWIM & DIVE

Blue Devils and Norsemen celebrate fantastic finishes in their 400 freestyle re-
lays in which South finished fifth overall and North took seventh. Each relay
team earned all-state honors by placing in the top eight in the event.

our 200 and 400 free swimmer was eager to
relays,” Trepanowski swim their best.
said, adding that every = “Based on our pre-

meet seedings, we knew
we had the possibility of
going top eight and the
girls were super hungry
for the all-state ranking.
They went out two days
in a row to give it every-
thing they had and it
worked. They swam
their hearts out.”

The Norsemen’s head
coach said the team
plans to build on its suc-
cess next season.

“To be able to finish

CITY OF HARPER WOODS
POLICE DEPARTMENT
WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN
NOTICE
AUCTION OF
IMPOUNDED/ABANDONED VEHICLES
Pursuant to PA 104, an auction will be held on DECEMBER
06, 2023 at 5:00 p.m. at Woods Towing, located at 22755

Lexington, Eastpointe, MI. The following impounded/
abandoned vehicles will be auctioned:

2017 KIA SOUL KNDJP3A55H7431514
1994 DODGE RAM 1B7HF16Y2RS584892 10th out of the 48 teams
2008 DODGE CARAVAN 2DSHN54P18R145804 that were represented is
2006 BUICK LUCERNE 1G4HD57246U193438 just a great feeling and
2001 LINCOLN TWN CAR  1LNHMS85W41Y617693 | a tribute to all the hard
2009 SATURN AURA 1G8ZV57899F180497 work these girls put in
2008 SATURN VUE 3G5CL33P98S687941 during the season. We
2006 DODGE STRATUS 1B3EL46X96N106162 can’t wait for next
2000 ASSEM CARDOLLY  NO VIN year.”

2011 BUICK LACROSSE 1G4GC5ED0SF200998 .

2010 CHEVY TRAVERSE 1GNLVFED5AJ223425 1;10 dell ii‘d zsggsth i‘lsto
2013 AUDI S4 WAUDGAFL3DA087135 | W1l use the sbzs stale
2016 FORD FUSION IFA6POGT9G5117572 final as a building block
2020 COLEMAN MINIBIKE ~ LOBPTNMY9L0004818 | for nextyear. He credits
2021 COLEMAN MINIBIKE ~ LWGPCMLC4MA029844 | this year’s team for
2012 FRTLNR CASCADIA  1FUJGLBG7CSBU9893 | exceeding expectations.
2009 CHRYSLER TWN/CTRY ~ 2ASHR54109R679076 “Top five is amazing,”

he said. “I didn’t think
this year would be a tro-
phy year, but they were
determined. We have
some points graduating
with some seniors that
are leaving, but this def-
initely sets up great
momentum for next
season.”

The above vehicles can be viewed 1/2 hour prior to the
auction, at Woods Towing. Payment by cash or certified
check only. Cars listed may be pulled or released prior to the
auction by the Harper Woods Police Department.

Lt. Thomas Teatsorth
Traffic Safety Section

POSTED: November 20, 2023
PUBLISHED: November 23, 2023

A copy of this notice can be viewed on www.harperwoodscity.org
under Public Notices.

city of Brosse Jointe Wonds, Michigan

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Grosse Pointe Woods Planning Commission, under the
provisions of Public Act 110 of 2006, MCL 125.3101 as amended, and Grosse Pointe Woods
City Code of 2022 Chapter 50, Article 7, Section 50-7.15, will hold a Public Hearing on Tuesday,
December 12, at 7:00 p.m., at City Hall in the Council Chamber/Courtroom (located at 20025 Mack
Plaza Drive, Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236) for the purposes of considering amendments to the
Zoning Ordinance as it pertains to Section 50-5.3, Off-street parking requirements, and Section 50-
5.5, Residential parking and semicircular drives.

All interested persons are invited to attend and will be given the opportunity for public comment.
The public may appear in person or be represented by counsel. Written comments will be received
in the City Clerk’s Office, up to close of business preceding the hearing. Individuals with disabilities
requiring auxiliary aids or services at the meeting should contact the Grosse Pointe Woods Clerk’s
Office at 313-343-2440 seven days prior to the meeting. The agenda and pertinent documents will
be available at www.gpwmi.us.
For additional project information, contact the Building and Planning Department at
313-343-2426 or e-mail building@gpwmi.us. . )

Paul P. Antolin, MiPMC

G.PN.: 11/23/23 City Clerk
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