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Complete news coverage of all the Pointes

Helm launches
millage pitch

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK
— The city council agreed
unanimously this week to
partner with The Helm in
drafting ballot language
for a millage request to
ensure funding of senior
citizen services in the five
Pointes and Harper
Woods.

“The current model of
supporting our seniors
for the last 45 years, a
population which is
growing, is not sustain-
able through philan-
thropic efforts,”
Prudence Cole, president
of The Helm Board of
Directors, told the coun-
cil Monday, Dec. 11.

It was her first stop in
an all-Grosse Pointes and
Harper Woods stump
speech.

She proposed asking
voters to approve up to
0.4 mills annually to
fund, among other
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things, senior day care
services.

The rate translates into
$66 a year for the aver-
age Park homeowner,
she said.

“It’s for anyone who
can’t be left alone and
you don’t want them sit-
ting alone watching TV
all day,” Cole said. “We
have the staff to watch
over them, making sure
they have things to do
and engage with them.
It’s going to be a much
better environment for
them.”

She cited population
projections to predict a
growing need.

By 2030 in the Park
alone, the number of res-
idents ages 65 years and
older is forecast to
increase 27 percent to
comprise 20 percent of
the population, accord-
ing to the Southeast
Michigan Council of

See HELM, page 4A

Mayor
means
business

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK
— Announcing appoint-
ments to city council com-
mittees is an annual and
normally routine bureau-
cratic function so bland in
its routine as to be de-
scribed by British slang as
donkey work.

Yet, as the new council
enters its second month
since the election of two
newcomers and failed bid
for mayor by another
member still in office,
Mayor Michele Hodges
capitalized on the appoint-
ment process by challeng-
ing her detractors to put
up or shut up.

“I can’t control your
choices,” she told the
council Monday, Dec. 11,
“but I can set the tone. I
can use the power granted
me to enlist a higher qual-
ity of results. And I can
raise the bar as we func-

See MAYOR, page 2A

BoE picks two sup’t finalists

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

THE GROSSE POINTES
Owosso
Superintendent Andrea
Tuttle and Grosse Pointe

South High School alum-
nus AJ Staniszewski are
the two finalists to be the
next superintendent of
the Grosse Pointe Public
School System.

They were scheduled to

be interviewed during the
board of education meet-
ing Tuesday, Dec. 12, in
the multipurpose room at
Brownell Middle School,
after press time.
Staniszewski and Tuttle

were to be at Brownell
Tuesday and available to
meet with the public 4 to
6 p.m. (See grossepointe
news.com for updates to

See PICKS, page 10A

Grinch games

From left, Grosse Pointe North students Piper Marshall, Addie Wakefield and Sara Thomas were part of
big student sections from North and Grosse Pointe South who got into the Christmas spirit when the boys
freshmen, JV and varsity basketball teams clashed on the basketball court for the first time this season
Wednesday, Dec. 6, at North. For the varsity game, the Norsemen chose “The Grinch Who Stole
Christmas” theme, which perfectly aligned with the school’s green and gold colors. The Blue Devils em-
braced a Santa Claus theme, though the Jolly Old Elves weren’t in the giving mood — South won the game
in convincing fashion, 73-52. Head to page 1D for more on the night’s action.

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Pier Park pickleball courts to replace third tennis court

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer
GROSSE POINTE

FARMS — The votes are
in and pickleball will be
coming to Pier Park next
year on a permanent ba-
sis.

Following the recom-
mendation of the Farm’s
parks and harbor com-
mittee, city council unan-
imously approved the
courts’ location Monday,
Dec. 11.

To be constructed in
early spring, four pickle-
ball courts will replace
the third tennis court at
the park, which for the
last two years has served
as temporary pickleball
courts and is reserved by
residents at nearly twice
the rate of the two
remaining tennis courts.

This proposed
location for
four new pick-
leball courts at
Pier Park was
approved by
Farms city
council

Dec. 11.

COURTESY
RENDERING

“We reduced the
amount of impacted
greenspace by more than
half of what we origi-
nally had intended to
use, to roughly 15 feet
out of the 850 feet area
between the end of the
tennis courts going east,”
City Manager Shane
Reeside said in response
to resident concerns over

loss of greenspace and
reducing views of Lake
St. Clair.

Following a public
workshop in October,
the plan was modified to
lower the impact by elim-
inating a walkway
between the tennis and
pickleball courts — ball
containment via fencing
between each pickleball

court and the tennis
courts still is included —
and shifting the current
asphalt walkway along-
side the courts further
from the lake to provide
more usable greenspace.

“There’s a real desire
to use that space for pic-
nicking, because it’s

See COURTS, page 2A
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Sgt. Kyle Seidel and his family after his wife, Jess,
pinned his sergeant’s badge on him as part of his

promotion.

New sergeant has best of both worlds

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE
WOODS — A veteran of
almost 21 years, Sgt.
Kyle Seidel is the latest
promotion in the public
safety department, hav-
ing taken his oath of of-
fice at the Monday, Dec.
4, city council meeting.

His original career
path, however, didn’t
involve police work.

“I started off wanting
to be a firefighter, but I
took some law enforce-

ment classes on a
whim,” he said. “I
decided I liked both
career paths so I figured
why not go for it.”
Seidel, a 1999 gradu-
ate of St. Clair Shores
Lakeview High School,
ended up with an associ-
ate degree in law
enforcement from
Macomb Community
College and also went
through the police and
fire academies there.
His work for the
Woods over the years
includes being a field

training officer, firearms
instructor, evidence
technician and school
resource officer. He also
spent 2020 through 2022
with the detective
bureau.

“Prior to that appoint-
ment, he was known to
undertake investiga-
tions and surveillance to
solve cases on his own,
without any direction,”
Chief John Kosanke
said.

Seidel also has stud-
ied specialized areas
including crime preven-

tion through environ-
mental design, sex
crimes investigations

and transient and
nomadic criminals train-
ing.

Awards during his
career include two
department commenda-
tions, a meritorious ser-
vice award and a
department citation.

Seidel said no one
accomplishment stands
out in his mind.

“I still lean toward the

See SGT., page 4A

MAYOR:

Continued from page 1A

tion as a team, not as indi-
viduals and certainly not
as factions.”

Hodges is sick and tired
of sitting silent while
council discussions trend
ever more off point into
middle school hallways of
surprise gotchas, to use
Councilman Max
Wiener’s repeated com-
plaint; and grandstand-
ing, a frequent
characterization by
Councilman Tom
Caulfield; and, twice since
the 2019 election, conduct
so unprofessional to
prompt two independent
sets of city attorneys to
call special meetings to
stress how elected repre-
sentatives are supposed to
behave without putting
the city at legal risk.

The thing that got her
going were some col-
leagues refusing to meet
with her about committee
assignments.

“Wanting the decision
to be collaborative and set
the stage for a highly

functional team, I invited
each of you to meet so I
could seek your input and
have the conversations
that need to be had,” she
said. “I will be blunt in
saying I'm disappointed in
those of you who chose
not to accept my invita-
tions. That was the wrong
choice — a political one
rather than a mission-
minded leadership one.
And it suggests that the
false narratives and per-
sonal attacks of the cam-
paign are likely to
continue.”

Hodges set standards
by which all appointments
are temporary.
Appointees are subject to
removal if they don’t pull
their weight by June.

“Where performance is
lacking, the assignments
will be given to high per-
formers,” she said, itemiz-
ing across-the-board
performance measures:

“One: We will not slow
government by being
unresponsive or demon-
strating a lack of under-
standing of the city
manager form of govern-
ment.

available now at
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“Two: We will not
advance false narratives.

“Three: We will treat
each other and staff with
professionalism and
respect.

“Four: We will act in a
manner that respects the
master plan, the budget,
available capacity and
other governing docu-
ments.

“Five: We will adhere to
the principle of the Rotary
Four-Way Test, as
described in our last meet-
ing.”

The Four-Way Test is
an ethical guide used by
members of Rotary
International. Members
are to ask themselves if
their decisions and actions
are truthful, fair to all con-
cerned, build goodwill
and better friendships and
are beneficial to all con-
cerned.

She then either pro-
vided an opportunity to
properly use Hamlet’s
often-fumbled phrase of
hoisting opponents on
their own petards or, con-
versely, sentenced herself
to being one-upped as a
living consequence get-
ting what you wish for.

“There will also be per-
formance measures spe-
cific to some
appointments, with this as
an example,” Hodges
said, appointing
Councilman Tim Kolar,
elected in November, to
serve on the finance com-
mittee with Caulfield.

Kolar, an accountant,
criticized Hodges and oth-
ers during the campaign
for the municipal deficit
and staff cuts, saying at
one point, “Grosse Pointe
Park has a systemic finan-
cial management prob-
lem.”

HOLIDAYS

74 Kercheval Avenue © Grosse Pointe Farms, Ml 48236  313.458.8719 e @capricious_gp
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“Mr. Kolar,” Hodges
said, “in your service as
council member on
finance, you will strive for
the following in order to
be considered for a per-
manent appointment:

“One: Continue the
transformation to finan-
cial stability by working
effectively with our new
team, including Finance
Director Ginger Moriarty,
who is working tirelessly
to get us where we need to
be; our new auditors, who
are establishing the nec-
essary facts and prepar-
ing management
recommendations; and
other service providers
charged with creating our
capital improvement plan.

“Two: You will work in
partnership with Mayor
Pro Tem Caulfield, who
will continue to take the
lead, to develop a thor-
ough understanding of
the role and city govern-
ment.

“Three: You will partici-
pate in an orientation
meeting with Mayor Pro
Tem Caulfield, City
Manager (Nick) Sizeland,
Finance Director Moriarty
and myself to establish a
shared understanding of
the path forward.”

Here’s where the
petard-or-comeuppance
came in.

“Four: You will prepare
a report that puts your
many claims and accusa-
tions to rest, either way,
including those made
against the past and cur-
rent administrations,
myself, our financial
standing and the associ-
ated policies and proce-
dures. The truth matters
and it will be established
once and for all.

“Fifth: In order to

ensure an impartial
review of those claims you
very publicly made
against me in particular, I
would ask that you be pre-
pared to make a case to
the ethics review board. I
will not have my credibil-
ity and standing in this
community challenged
any longer without
accountability.”

Hodges set similar
expectations to appoin-
tees of the public safety
committee, Kolar and
unsuccessful mayoral
candidate Councilwoman
Christine Gallagher,
“who’ve made false claims

about solutions required
for sustainability.”

Hodges advised every-
one to get used to it.

“You will see this pat-
tern of action continue as
I work to get this team in
order,” she said. “Enough
is enough. We will work
in the best interests of this
community.”

She concluded, “I'm
seriously committed and
I’'m hoping you are mak-
ing the same choice right
now. If I see progress
toward that end, mea-
sures such as these will
cease to exist. Now, let’s
get to work.”

council appointments

Council members received their committee and commission

appointments this month.

Mayor Michele Hodges made the appointments conditional up-

on performance. A review period

extends to June 2024, at

which times she’ll confirm the doers and bounce the idlers.

# Beautification Commission: Councilman Brent Dreaver

# Recreation Commission: Councilman Tom Caulfield

# Recreation Commission Marina Subcommittee: Councilman

Marty McMillan
# Planning Commission: Hodges

# Downtown Development Authority: Hodges
< Community Engagement: Dreaver, chairman; Councilman Tim

Kolar and Hodges

# Ordinance Review: Caulfield, chairman; Councilwoman

Christine Gallagher and McMillan

@ Personnel Committee: McMillan, chairman; Councilman Max

Wiener and Hodges

# Public Safety Committee: McMillan, chairman; Gallagher and

Kolar

@ Infrastructure Committee: Wiener, chairman; Caulfield and

Dreaver

# Michigan Municipal League liaison: Gallagher

¢ SEMCOG liaison: Kolar
@ Finance Committee: Caulfield,

chairman; and Kolar

# Board of Education and Trombly School liaison: Hodges with

Caulfield as alternate

# Eastside Community Network,

liaison: Hodges

# Jefferson East, Inc., liaison: Hodges
@ Grosse Pointe Park Business Association liaison: Wiener
@ Grosse Pointe Park Foundation liaison: Caulfield

# Senior Citizens liaison: Hodges

COURTS:

Continued from page 1A

closer to the water,”
Reeside said, “so we
increased that open area
at the corner of the court
facilities to allow addi-
tional picnic tables.”

The plans also call for
the height of court fenc-
ing to be cut in half from
the current 12 feet to 6
feet.

“We’re very mindful of
the greenspace issue,”
Councilman John
Gillooly said. “..
However, we actually
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11
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' Heating & Cooling :

believe that the sight
lines to the lake, as you
make your way around
the bend with the move-
ment of the walking
path, are going to be
improved.”

The preliminary esti-
mate for the project —
which also includes
reconditioning the tennis
courts — is $202,543, of
which the Grosse Pointe
Farms Foundation has

pledged to cover
$100,000.
By extending the court

space 15 feet to the east,
greenspace at Pier Park
will be reduced by 1,700
square feet.

“In perspective, just
one of the volleyball
courts — there’s two of
them — is 4,500 square
feet,” Reeside noted. “So
one of the recommenda-
tions also that came out
of the parks and harbor
committee was the
potential at some point
of eliminating one of the
two volleyball courts that
sits in the picnic area,
which would provide us
actually significant net
gain in picnic area.”

As it currently stands,
no decisions regarding
the volleyball courts
have been made.
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City’s own takes down Lululemon theft ring

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

CITY OF GROSSE
POINTE “It was
Detective Mike Narduzzi
of the Grosse Pointe City
Public Safety Department
who initially identified
the string of push-out
thefts at metro Detroit
Lululemon stores this
past summer,” Attorney
General Dana Nessel said
during a press conference
Monday, to announce the
arrests of three of the per-
petrators.

Three additional sus-
pects also are in custody,
awaiting arraignments
likely to take place this
week.

“All the main ring lead-
ers are in jail,” said
Narduzzi, who made it
his mission to take out
the organized retail theft
crime ring after it hit The
Village Lululemon three
times within a week of its
July opening.

The crew’s M.O. has
been to send a small
number of individuals
into Lululemon and Ulta
Beauty retail locations
throughout metro
Detroit, who then would
grab as much high-value
merchandise as they
could carry or load into a
basket, then walk or run
out the door into an
awaiting getaway vehi-
cle. The merchandise
then was sold directly to
end consumers or in bulk
to a fence operation.

As Narduzzi’s investi-
gation led him to access

PHOTO BY LAUREL KRAUS

The Michigan Attorney General’s Office held a press conference announcing the arrests Monday, Dec. 11.
From left, State Sen. Kevin Hertel, Chief Deputy Attorney General Fadwa Hammoud, Assistant Attorney
General Michael Friese, Assistant Attorney General Eric Sterbis, First Lt. Steve Temelko of the Michigan
State Police fraud investigation section, Attorney General Dana Nessel, Oakland County Executive David
Coulter, Canton Police Chief Chad Baugh, City of Grosse Pointe Public Safety Director John Alcorn and
Oakland County Undersheriff Curtis Childs.

video of similar thefts
across the state from
Lululemon’s retail fraud
investigation team and
connect with other cities
on their individual cases,
it became clear to the
detective the crimes all
were being perpetrated
by the same suspects.
To date, the crew alleg-
edly is responsible for 49
thefts between Dec. 28,
2022, and Dec. 4, 2023.
“At some point I had a
binder of evidence and
(knew) this is bigger than
Grosse Pointe, so I called
the AG’s office, because
they have a retail fraud
task force and I ... pre-
sented my case,” he said.
“I showed them all the
different videos and still

photos and I gave them
names and cross refer-
enced them and they
said, ‘We heard about
this crew. We heard there
was a detective out there
working this (case) and
putting this crew together
and we didn’t know who
it was and here you are.””

The execution of
search warrants last
week led to the arrests of
three individuals who
can be connected to at
least 30 of the thefts.

@ Loreece Cross, 34, of
Detroit, who faces one
count of conducting a
criminal enterprise, a
20-year felony; four
counts of first-degree
retail fraud, five-year fel-
onies; and one count of

second-degree retail
fraud, a one-year misde-
meanor.

@ Cardiae Davis, 20, of
Detroit, who faces one
count of conducting a
criminal enterprise, a
20-year felony; and seven
counts of organized retail
crime, five-year felonies.

¢ Samira Smith, 20, of
Detroit, who faces one
count of conducting a
criminal enterprise, a
20-year felony; and seven
counts of first-degree
retail fraud, five-year fel-
onies.

“The total losses to
retailers connected to
these thefts exceeds
$200,000,” Nessel
reported. “One theft
event alone netted over

Making a dent

Three in South American
Theft Group arrested

By Laurel Kraus

Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE
FARMS — Just two

weeks after an estimated
$500,000 to $750,000 in
jewelry was stolen from
a Provencal home in a
burglary allegedly con-
ducted by the South
American Theft Group
Saturday, Nov. 26, the
Michigan  Attorney
General’s Office this
week announced the ar-
rests of three Chilean na-
tionals connected to the
transnational crime ring,
which has made head-
lines for targeting the
homes of exceedingly
wealthy Michiganders.
The arrestees are said
to be responsible for
eight home invasions
between Feb. 3 and Feb.
11 of this year: one in
Grosse Pointe Farms —
again on Provencal — as
well as in Ada Township,
Bloomfield Township,
Bloomfield Hills,
Rochester and
Rochester Hills.
Provencal likely has

been a repeat target
because the group’s
M.O. focuses on homes
surrounded by woods
or a significant amount
of land to make an easy
approach. It also con-
ducts its crimes when
homes are unoccupied,
employs technology to
thwart alarm systems
and takes extensive
precautions to avoid
being identified on
home security camera
systems and by forensic
analyses of crime
scenes.

“The three arrived in
the state on Feb. 1,
2023, arriving on a flight
that came in from Los
Angeles,” Attorney
General Dana Nessel
said in a press confer-
ence Monday. “... The
Chilean nationals who
came here, came here
legally, but may have
overstayed their VISAs.”

Facing charges are
Jeremy Martinez, a
19-year-old Chilean
national; Ignacio Ruiz-
Saldias, a 29-year-old
Chilean national; and

Tamara Ruiz-Saldias, a
36-year-old Chilean
national.

Each has been
charged with one count
of conducting a crimi-
nal enterprise, which is
a 20-year felony, and
eight counts of second-
degree home invasion,
which are 15-year felo-
nies.

A task force created
by Oakland County

Sheriff Michael
Bouchard identified the
suspects as those

responsible for the
February home inva-
sions after they were
taken into custody on
related charges in
Hamilton County, Ind.

“We don’t have any
court dates that are
scheduled at this junc-
ture, because they have
ongoing proceedings in
Indiana,” Nessel said,
“but of course this is in
a lane and eventually
they will be conveyed to
Michigan in order to be
arraigned.”

Losses from recent
Michigan home inva-
sions fitting the group’s
M.O. are in the millions
of dollars.

“These three are not
responsible for every
break-in that fits this
very clear pattern,”
Nessel said. “There are
more out there and we

Charlevoix getting zigzag lights

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK
— The type of razzle-
dazzle lighting that helps
make the Kercheval
business district so snaz-
zy is being duplicated on
Charlevoix.

Upon installation,
strings of lights strung
from utility poles will
zigzag over Charlevoix
as on Kercheval.

“Kercheval is cool, it’s

romantic and fun,” said
John Hughes, chairman
of the Tax Increment
Finance Authority,
which approved the
action Dec. 7.

“That’s what this is
replicating,” said
Warren Rothe, TIFA
director and assistant
city manager. “We’re
not wrapping lights on
trees or shrubs. This is
standard rope lighting
that will zigzag through
the utility poles.”

The Grosse Pointe
Park Business
Association is credited
with putting Christmas
lights on Kercheval,
according to Rothe.

A four-man crew from
Backer Landscaping will
install $14,000 worth of
lights and related hard-
ware, according to an
agreement with the city.

“These lights can be
used and reused,”

See LIGHTS, page 4A

will continue our efforts
to find them and to
bring them to justice.”

$19,000 in merchandise.”

Recent legislation
allows the crew’s mem-
bers to face the 20-year
felony charges.

A year ago, Nessel
emphasized, prosecutors
could not have used retail
fraud as a predicate
offense in order to charge
an organized retail fraud
felony.

“The two main ring
leaders who got charged,
at two different times I
had each one of them in
my custody in Grosse
Pointe City and inter-
viewed them and I let

them go, because I knew
at that point we could
only charge them with
retail fraud,” Narduzzi
said. “I knew that they
were involved in more ...
so I said, ‘I'm going to let
you go for now, but you’ll
hear from me eventu-
ally.” And now they are.”

Lululemon locations hit
by the crew include those
in Grosse Pointe, Ann
Arbor, Birmingham,
Partridge Creek in
Clinton Township,
Detroit, Grand Rapids,
Twelve Oaks Mall in Novi
and Rochester Hills. Ulta
Beauty locations include
Canton, Northville,
Shelby Township and
Warren.

Along with the Grosse
Pointe department and
the Attorney General’s
FORCE Team, the inves-
tigation was aided by
Michigan State Police
detectives, the Oakland
County Sheriff’s Office,
and the police depart-
ments of Canton, Novi
and Birmingham.

“The moral of the story
is if you come into Grosse
Pointe and hit us, we’re
going to hit back and
we’re hitting back as
hard as we can to send a
message,” Narduzzi said.
“... Last year we cleaned
up Kroger. This year we
cleaned up Lululemon.
Who knows what it’ll be
next year.”

The Week Ahead

MONDAY, DEC. 18

# City of Grosse Pointe City Council meeting, 7 p.m.
# Grosse Pointe Woods City Council meeting, 7 p.m.
# Grosse Pointe Woods Committee-of-the-Whole

meeting, 7:15 p.m.

21423

edmund t. AHEE jewelers

313-886-4600
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Woods woman ready for anything

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

Much like the Boy
Scout motto “Be
Prepared,” Marissa
Engardio likes to be ready
for any scenario.

“It’s been a thread my
whole life,” she said.
“Even as a kid I was the
one gathering the family
together to talk about
plans. Whatdowe do if ...
this happens.”

Engardio said she likes
to make emergency car
kits for friends, using
what her family jokingly
calls her “gadgets and
gizmos,” but each one
contains a vitally impor-
tant tool: a dose of
Narcan.

“It lends to my job and
it’s a really incredible
tool,” she said. “It’s easily
accessible and anyone
can use it.”

Narcan, a brand name
of naloxone, can reverse
the effects of a drug over-
dose if administered in
time. It’s a message
Engardio spends her days
spreading as a rescue pro-
gram supervisor for
Families Against
Narcotics.

“I probably average 15
to 20 training sessions a
month, including in per-
son and virtual,” she said.
“Places like treatment
centers, homeless shel-

COURTESY PHOTOS

Marissa Engardio in her Halloween costume at
FAN’s office last October. “My co-workers were try-
ing to figure out if I was a rescue worker or a miner,
but either way I got to break out my gadgets.”

ters. A lot of school dis-
tricts are also getting
training for staff in the
likelihood someone might
overdose at an event.

“I also help our local
chapters provide training
locally,” she added.
“We’re trying to meet
people where they’re at.”

Engardio, 26, started
doing Narcan training for
FAN during college and

joined the group full time
in 2022. Based in Clinton
Township, the organiza-
tion now has chapters
across the state and offers
programs like Hope Not
Handcuffs, peer recovery
coaches and sober hous-
ing.

“We’ve grown consid-
erably the last couple of
years up to about 150 full-
and part-time people,”

SGT.:

Continued from page 2A

police end of things and
enjoy being back on
road patrol,” he said. “I
enjoyed the detective
bureau, but I’ve been

striving for a sergeant
position because I think
I’ll be able to better help
in a supervisory role.”
Kosanke said he was
proud to promote Seidel.
“He is someone who
has always treated his
coworkers with respect,

is reliable and depend-
able and has always pre-
sented himself as
someone who truly
cares about his job and
the people he works
with, as well as the resi-
dents he works for,” he
said.

www.mccarvermech.com
Locally Owned & Operated | Licensed & Insured

Our Specialties:

Furnaces & Boilers
Air Conditioning
Standard Hot Water Tanks
Tankless Water Tanks
Indoor Air Quality

Ductless Mini Splits
SDHV Systems
Gas Piping
Heat Pumps
Air Duct Cleaning

Whole House Generators

12-YEAR WARRANTY

12-YEAR Unit
Replacement
$1100 Rebate

Free Thermostat

Heat Pump

All built in the USA
Utility Rebates available
Tax Credit Units*

FREE Maintenance*

GET UP TO $3750 IN
INCENTIVES! ACT NOW!

FEREEyLUNEZUP;
FOR DTE GAS CUSTOMERS

Restrictions may apply. Check with the office for
details. Offer expires on December 31st, 2023.

FOR HIGH-EFFICIENCY
FURNACE&A/C

Restrictions may apply. Check with the office for details.

313-859-1400

Engardio said. “We’re try-
ing to meet the need of an
ever-growing problem.”

That problem hit the
Woods in June when
three young people,
including two sisters,
died of suspected over-
doses. FAN and Engardio
put on a Narcan training
session at Woods city hall
within a month.

“We worked quickly to
partner with The Family
Center and we had a
great turnout,” she said.
“We had about 100 peo-
ple there.”

Just last month, she
installed a free Narcan
dispenser box in the
emergency room at
Corewell Health Grosse
Pointe Hospital and by
the next morning more
than 60 kits had been
given out.

“The more Narcan we
can distribute, the more
lives we can save,” she
said.

Engardio moved to the
Woods in 2019, where
her parents bought a
house in 2018, after grad-
uating from the
University of Michigan.
She spent her freshman
year of college, however,
at Michigan State
University.

“I have unique alle-
giances to each school,”
she laughed. “I think
they’re both great, which
you don’t hear too many
people say.”

She left Ann Arbor with
a degree in biology,

health and society, which
Engardio said is a mix of
pre-med studies with a
public health scope.
While at Michigan, she
became a certified EMT
and worked for Superior
Ambulance.

“I thought about med
school or becoming a
physician’s assistant, but
working as an EMT gave
me a good perspective,”
she said. “I decided
patient care wasn’t
exactly for me, but work-
ing at FAN is a mix of the
best of both worlds. It’s
got aspects of public

health so it’s a great mid-
dle ground.”

When she can find free
time, Engardio said she
likes to draw, rock climb
and play her banjo.

“I grew up playing bas-
ketball and softball, but
I'm not much for watch-
ing sports,” she said. “I've
got some friends who are
musicians, so I bought a
banjo. I love folk music.”

She also enjoys biking
and walking around the
neighborhood.

“I grew up off of Hall
Road in Clinton Township
and when I drive up there
I'm astonished at how it
feels so cookie cutter and
surface level,” she said.
“Grosse Pointe just feels
so grounded.”

Engardio enjoys drawing, among other hobbies, in

her free time.

LIGHTS:

Continued from page 3A

Hughes said. “It’s not
like we’re going to throw
them away.”

Backer’s labor costs,
not yet determined but
anticipated to account
for three days, are being
paid by TIFA.

“We have money
available in our bud-
get,” Rothe said. “We

wouldn’t have to amend
the budget to accommo-
date this purchase.”

Backer installed the
zigzag lights over
Kercheval.

“They’re a vendor the
city uses for multiple
functions,” Rothe said.

The authority is
funded by capturing
future anticipated
increases in tax revenue
generated within the
TIFA district that other-

wise would go to the
county and state.
Funds are to be spent
for the benefit of the
district, bordered by
the city limits to the
north and west, the
northern boundary of
the Park Downtown
Development Authority
near East Jefferson to
the south and, to the
east, the alley between
Beaconsfield and
Nottingham.

HELM:

Continued from page 1A

Governments.

A combined projection
for each of the Pointes
and Harper Woods is 27
percent.

“They’re going to need
some support,” Cole said
of elderly residents.

She said property tax-
payer funding is needed
to provide sufficient, sta-
ble and dependable
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annual funding for The
Helm, known until a few
years ago as Services for
Older Citizens and pri-
marily donor-funded
since its inception a half
century ago.

Dick Shroeder, a Park
resident attending the
meeting, opposed the
millage request.

“Keep these guys out of
our pockets,” Schroeder
told the council.

The council agreed to
let the voters decide.
Members instructed the
city attorney to team with
The Helm’s legal team to
draft ballot language for
review in February,
which gives time for it to
appear on the August
2024 ballot.

“It’s not this body
deciding whether a mill-
age is approved,” Mayor
Michele Hodges said.
“This body is approving
to put it on the ballot for
voters to decide. We’re
enabling voters to make
that decision.”

In exchange for resi-
dents paying a millage,
Hodges expects the cities
to have oversight roles in
Helm governance.

“I assume that would
be in our local agree-
ment, to make sure our
community and our tax-
payers have a voice in
ensuring those dollars
are well spent,” Hodges
said. “Those would be
important consider-
ations.”

Councilman Tom
Caulfield asked what

happens if the millage is
defeated in one city but
passed by a majority of
others. Would residents
of the city that voted it
down be forced to pay
along with the majority?

“That will be
addressed when we do
the ballot language,”
Cole answered.

Her next appeal is to
the Grosse Pointe
Woods City Council.

She launched her cam-
paign in the Park
because polling in the
city showed support
across all age groups.

“I'm pleased (the
council) agreed to take
the next step,” she said.
“I think that will encour-
age the other cities. I'm
hopeful that the city
councils put it on the
ballot so residents can
vote. Then we’ll know if
they want to support
seniors and make sure
programs are adequate
to meet their needs.”

She indicated the
Pointes are outliers
when it comes to com-
munity senior care.

“Seventy-two of the 83
counties in Michigan
have approved a senior
millage with additional
counties covered, in
part, by municipal mill-
ages,” she said. “For
those few counties or
municipalities that do
not have a millage, they
provide funding in their
municipal budgets to
make their community
obligations for their
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Joseph Zambardi is the newest Grosse Pointe Farms

Public Safety officer.

Home sweet home
New Farms PSO returns to Michigan roots

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer
GROSSE POINTE

FARMS — It can’t be dis-
proven that the newest
public safety officer in the
Farms could have
brought with him the
Detroit Lions comeback
season when he moved
back to the Great Lakes
State this year. While liv-
ing in Nashville the last
seven years, the diehard
Detroit sports fan repeat-
edly traveled back to
Michigan to catch Lions
games, in particular.
Officer Joseph
Zambardi first took to
Lakeshore in a patrol car
about a month ago after
he and his wife,

Katherine, decided to
move north — and spe-
cifically to Grosse Pointe
Farms — to be closer to
family.

“I just knew that’s
where I wanted to be,” he
said of the Farms depart-
ment.

The stark transition to
a city with a population
of just more than 10,000
from the hectic atmo-
sphere that comes with
working as a sergeant in
downtown Nashville with
the Metro Nashville
Police Department is a
change of pace Zambardi
welcomes.

“Being able to help
instead of just put a
Band-Aid on it is some-
thing that you have the

ability to do in a small
community,” he noted.
“... As opposed to know-
ing there were a bunch of
pending calls and not
having the time to ade-
quately, at times, handle
something the way that
you would want to —
because you were just so
backed up and you knew
you had to go somewhere
else to do something else
— you can thoroughly go
through whatever it is
that you’re working (on),
because you have the
time to apply to that indi-
vidual call.”

With a criminal justice
degree from Central
Michigan University, law
enforcement is a career
path the Troy native was

set on since middle
school, when he attended
a fair where Troy officers
were demonstrating fin-
gerprinting.

Although it’s packed
away in a moving box at
the moment, he still has a
newspaper clipping that
features a photo in which
his young self is being
fingerprinted.

Zambardi will head off
to the Macomb Fire
Academy in late February
to gain full certification
as a public safety officer.

“Someday I'd like to
supervise again, because
I really enjoyed that,” he
said. “That was probably
my favorite thing that I
did while I was down
there (in Nashville).”

City of Grosse Pointe

Compromised

A Grosse Pointe
woman discovered her
Social Security number
had been compromised
Monday, Dec. 4, when
she received an unsolic-
ited credit card in her
name from Chase Bank.

Vanished

A FedEx package,
meant to contain an
iPhone, was empty when
a Lincoln homeowner
opened it at 11:40 a.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 6.

— Laurel Kraus

Report information
about these and other
crimes to the City of
Grosse Pointe Public
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Farms

Do you know
who I am?

“I hope you know my
father is the same color
as you and that you’re
barking up the wrong
tree,” a 26-year-old
Grosse Pointe woman
told an officer who
smelled marijuana com-
ing from her vehicle after
she was pulled over at
Mack and Opal for ille-
gally tinted front win-
dows and not having
insurance at 9:50 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 4.

The woman became
more aggressive and ver-
bally threatening as the
traffic stop continued,
refusing to do a prelimi-
nary breath test.

Admitting to smoking
weed in her vehicle, the
woman was arrested for
operating under the influ-
ence of drugs, disorderly
conduct and not having
insurance.

Expired

Because her driver’s
license and license plate
were expired and she
had no proof of insur-
ance, a 69-year-old
Woods woman was
pulled over at Mack and
Elizabeth and cited at
10:23 p.m. Tuesday, Dec.
5.

DWLS

A number of drivers
through the Farms were
stopped and cited for
driving with a suspended
license last week.

& After conducting a
prohibited U-turn from
westbound Mack onto
eastbound Mack at
Kerby, a 22-year-old
Detroit woman was
pulled over at 2:45 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 6, and

PUBLIC SAFETY

RTS

cited for driving while
license suspended, disre-
garding a traffic control
device and not having
proof of insurance.

& For driving with an
expired license plate, a
21-year-old Detroit man
was pulled over at Opal
and Mack at 4:03 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 7, and
cited for driving while
license suspended, not
having insurance and the
expired plate.

¢ For driving with an
expired license plate, a
27-year-old Detroit
woman was pulled over
at Mack and Lannoo at
9:16 a.m. Saturday, Dec.
9, and cited for driving
while license suspended.

Missing the point

An Amazon package
containing $110.62 worth
of items was stolen off a
porch in the 400 block of
Colonial Court at 6:59
p.m. Sunday, Dec. 10.
The suspect wore a black
hooded jacket and black
pants and ran to a run-
ning vehicle.

The homeowner has an
Amazon delivery box on
his front step, but the
Amazon driver did not
use it.

— Laurel Kraus

Report information
about these and other
crimes to Grosse Pointe
Farms Public Safety,
(313) 885-2100.

Grosse Pointe Park
Gone haywire
One thing led to

another when two friends
took it past the limit
shortly before 8 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 2, in the
1300 block of Somerset.
Officers arrested a
65-year-old Detroit
woman accused of push-
ing, screaming at and
assaulting a female Park
resident at the address.
Charges are assault and
disorderly conduct.
“Officers responded to
the residence on a report
of an argument between
friends that became
heated,” a detective said.

Ilegal driving

Two Detroit motorists
were cited last week in
the Park for violating
suspended driver’s
licenses.

The first instance hap-
pened near the intersec-
tion of Bedford and
Kercheval at 10:30 a.m.

Thursday, Dec. 7.

An officer pulled over
the 61-year-old male
driver for speeding.

Two days later, shortly
before 5 p.m. Saturday,
Dec. 9, an officer cited a
29-year-old woman who
was investigated for
operating a vehicle with
a faulty headlight.

— Brad Lindberg

Report information
about these and other
crimes to the Grosse
Pointe Park Public Safety
Department, (313) 822-
7400.

Grosse Pointe Shores

Audi here
A resident on
Woodland Shore

reported Sunday, Dec.
10, that his blue 2012
Audi A6 was stolen from
his driveway sometime
between midnight and

9:30 a.m.

The owner told officers
he parked in his drive-
way to make room in the
garage to charge his
Tesla. The vehicle was
locked and the only set
of keys were in his pos-
session. A laptop, keys to
his business and his
garage door opener were
in the vehicle.

Detectives are looking
at surveillance footage
from nearby homes for
clues.

—Ted O’Neil

Report information
about this and other
crimes to Grosse Pointe
Shores Public Safety,
(313) 881-5500.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Fed up

A resident in the 2000
block of Lennon reported
around 11 a.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 6, that
the contents of a FedEx
delivery were missing
from the package after
she received a picture
confirming delivery.

Double vision

Two black females stole
several high-end eyeglass
frames from a business in
the 19300 block of Mack
on Sunday, Dec. 3, and
again Wednesday, Dec. 6.
Total loss was more than
$3,800.

What a headache

A Dbottle of Excedrin
was all a thief could steal
after breaking a car win-
dow on Mack near
Broadstone around 10
p-m. Friday, Dec. 8, when
he was confronted by the
vehicle’s owner.

—Ted O’Neil

Report information

about these and other

crimes to Grosse Pointe

Woods Public Safety,
(313) 343-2400.

2023

Smoke Detector

security alarm and
monitoring services.

www.PointeAlarm.com

313-882-SAFE (7233)
19261 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Woods 48236

FREE!
Monitored

with purchase of

* Chore assistance
+ Meals on Wheels
* Medicare counseling

* Caregiver referrals
* Medical loan closet
* Wellness checks

* Transportation assistance

Aging purposefully and with dignity takes knowledge.

The Helm has the information you need. From where to get
help with chores, caregiving and nutrition needs to Medicare
and health insurance to helping you find what best fits your
needs, our experts can help keep you (or your loved one) on
course to living your best life. Visit us online or in person
and see all the ways The Helm is there on your journey
of staying involved, independent and inspired.

The Helm
158 Ridge Road
Grosse Pointe Farms
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OUR VIEW

The North ‘Poll’ of
holiday opinions

e asked and hundreds of you en-

thusiastically responded to 10 hol-

iday questions we posted last

week on the Grosse Pointe News’

Instagram and Facebook pages.

So let’s head to the North “Poll”
and talk about your thoughts and opinions about the
upcoming most wonderful time of the year:

1.) Holiday spending: Do you overspend on the
holidays or stick to a budget for holiday shopping?

We are asking ourselves why we bothered even
asking this question, as more than two-thirds of
respondents (77 percent) said they overspend what
they have budgeted for the holidays. Grosse Pointers
aren’t alone. According to The Motley Fool, a per-
sonal finance website, nearly seven out of 10
Americans report overspending during the holidays.
(For tips on holiday budgeting, see page 7A.)

2.) Holiday baking: Do you bake or buy your hol-
iday sweets?

It appears Grosse Pointers are traditionalists when
it comes to baking Christmas treats — nearly 79 per-
cent of you said you make the homemade goodies,
just like Grandma did, versus purchasing them.
Again, Pointers are in good company. Nearly nine
out of 10 Americans report baking cookies during
the holidays, according to the American Baking
Association.

3.) Do you travel or stay in Grosse Pointe for
Christmas?

While many of us have visions of a tropical
Christmas, it seems that home is where the heart is,
with 87 percent of Pointers staying home for
Christmas. Though we might be the lucky ones not
dealing with air travel or car traffic, we also are not
aligning with the national travel trends. Thrillest.
com reports that more than two out of every three
American adults will travel to a vacation destination
or holiday gathering this year.

4.) Do you watch Hallmark holiday movie mara-
thons?

With results landing at a virtual tie, it seems
Pointers are divided on watching Hallmark holiday
movies, with 49 percent saying, ‘Yes, pass the pop-
corn,’ and 51 percent saying they chose to avoid the
Hollywood drama. But plenty of fellow Americans
dive into the predictable-but-uplifting storylines:
Forbes magazine reports more than 80 million peo-
ple watch at least a few minutes of a Hallmark movie
each Christmas season, according to the 2021
Nielsen ratings.

5.) Favorite Christmas movie?

“Buddy the Elf, what’s your favorite color?”

“I am a cotton-headed ninny muggins!”

“The best way to spread Christmas cheer is singing
loud for all to hear.”

If you know your Christmas movies, you know
those lines are uttered by Buddy, played by Will
Ferrell, in the holiday classic “Elf.” And if you can
recite more lines from the film, chances are you also
voted among the 39 percent of respondents who
said “Elf” was their favorite holiday movie. It beat
out “National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation,” “It’s
a Wonderful Life” and “others,” which represents
the hundreds of other favorites to choose from. And
if you are really a true “Elf” fan, we hope you stick
to an elf’s favorite food groups this holiday: candy,
candy canes, candy corn and syrup.

6.) Does the cost of parking impact where you
shop?

Clearly, paying more to shop does influence
where you choose to shop, with 68 percent of you
responding yes. And the extra cost to shop local can
vary throughout the Pointes. Mack Avenue shop-

SANTA SAYS

DUE TO THE RISING COST OF MATERIALS
WE HAVE TO MAKE EVERYTHING SMALLER.
IT'S A COST-CUTTING MEASURE.

SHRINKFLATION!

THAT’S CALLED

ILLUSTRATION BY KEN SCHOP

Grosse NORTH “POLL"
PALOOZA

Pointe
News

See what fellow
Grosse Pointers think and
do regarding the holidays
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pers in Grosse Pointe Woods do not need to
pay for parking this December, thanks to the
generosity of edmund t. AHEE Jewelers. But
shoppers in the Park, City and Farms will
have to pony up for parking; however, park-
ing is free in The Village on weekends until
Christmas.

You also gave us your opinions on some
other poll questions, including;:

@ 80 percent of you plan to celebrate the
holidays by eating at home versus eating at
a club or restaurant.

@ 90 percent of you are dreaming of a
white Christmas.

# 46 percent of you say you will enjoy New
Year’s Eve at home on the couch, while only
19 percent of you will put on your best spar-
kly outfit and hit the town to ring in the New
Year.

And on a serious note, we asked if the hol-
idays make you happy or depressed.

The vast majority (77 percent) report the
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holidays make you as happy as a partridge
in a pear tree. However, 23 percent said the
holidays make you blue. It’s understandable,
even though much of the season can be filled
with joy and beautiful moments with friends
and family, it also can be high demand with
endless hype and commercialization.

If you feel overwhelmed, or not quite your-
self, we recommend taking action by talking
to your physician or reaching out to The
Family Center, a local resource that has
valuable mental health information and
ways to connect you with mental health pro-
fessionals at familycenterhelps.org/mental-
and-physical-health/.

Whether you travel or stay home this
Christmas, dine at a local restaurant or stay
home, bake or buy your holiday treats, we
hope you do it all with a joyful spirit of grat-
itude — uplifting you when you “go over the
river” and through the Woods, Shores, Park,
City and Farms this holiday season.
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I SAY By Brad Lindberg

Chi Town Union Station

rumpled
bed in a
back-
r o om
workshop
of Chi
Town Union Station at-
tests to the long hours
needed to build and
maintain a 1,126-foot
O-scale model railroad
layout in a 10,000-square-
foot former supermarket.

Owner Paul Gribble
routinely spent all-night-
ers at the layout building
benchwork to support
various rights-of-way,
hand-laying nearly
24-scale miles of two-rail
track, creating back-
drops, scenery, bridges,
tunnels, freight yards,
passenger yards, wiring
the whole thing and
maintaining hundreds of
freight cars, brass pas-
senger cars and brass
steam and diesel locomo-
tives.

Gribble died recently.

He always said the lay-
out would never be fin-
ished, but that the value
he got from it was the
joy of the journey while
building it.

Chi Town Union
Station represents real-
world operations of rail-
roads serving Chicago
during the 1950s and
’60s.

Major lines repre-
sented by Gribble’s pet
passenger trains are
New York Central 20th
Century Limited,
Pennsylvania Broadway

GUEST OPINION By Melissa Fradenburg

Smart holiday spending: Balancing
joy, budgets for a stress-free season

s a financial advisor and

mother to two teenagers,

I've often been caught in

the whirlwind of holiday

expenses. Each year, the

season of giving seems to

test our wallets’ resilience. However,
from my professional and personal expe-
riences, I've learned that managing holi-
day spending isn’t just about frugality; it’s
about making conscious choices that
align with our values and financial health.
Here are some financially

looking for the perfect gift in the unique
local shops in Grosse Pointe, where the
focus is on finding something special
rather than just sticking to a budget. This
organized approach saves time, prevents
impulse buys and ensures no one is acci-
dentally left out.

Embracing non-materialistic gifting

If the relentless materialism of the hol-
iday season is overwhelming, consider
gifting experiences rather than things.
For instance, for my 5-year-old nephew’s
birthday, I gave him a $25

sound steps to take this holi-
day season:

Setting clear expectations

The first step in managing
holiday finances, especially
with teenagers, is setting
clear expectations. It’s vital
to teach them the value of

AMC Theatres gift card and
some candy. Importantly, I
included a note about a spe-
cial movie outing where he
could choose the film and I'd
buy him popcorn. This kind
of shared experience often
holds more value than any

money and to make choices
that reflect both their desires and the
family’s financial capabilities. A recent
conversation about our holiday budget
with my 15-year-old daughter was
enlightening for both of us. After under-
standing that her gift budget was finite,
she revised her wish list, initially filled
with only high-priced items, to some-
thing more balanced. This wasn’t merely
about budgeting; it was a crucial lesson
in valuing money and making thoughtful
choices.

Sticking to a budget

Creating and adhering to an overall
budget based on your financial situation
is essential. This budget should encom-
pass more than just gifts; it should
include expenses like hosting holiday
dinners, buying hostess gifts, new holi-
day outfits and even updating holiday
decor. This year, while I skipped the viral
Costco Christmas tree, I did add some
new lights and decorations from Target.
Remember, budgeting isn’t about
restricting spending; it’s about planning
these expenses in advance to wisely allo-
cate funds.

Leveraging technology

In this digital age, tools like the ‘Gift
List’ app are essential for managing hol-
iday expenses. This app helps track pur-
chased items, monitor overall and
individual recipient spending, and list
gift ideas. It’s particularly helpful when

EROCERY

physical gift.

Planning ahead

Avoid the pitfalls of last-minute shop-
ping, which often leads to overspending
and impulse buying. Starting early and
taking advantage of seasonal sales can
save money and reduce holiday shop-
ping stress. If you're sending gifts to
family members out of town, plan ahead
to avoid costly rush delivery charges.
Early planning lets you benefit from
sales and avoid the extra costs and stress
of delayed deliveries.

This holiday season let’s focus on what
truly matters: joy, togetherness and cre-
ating memories. By managing our
spending wisely, we can enjoy a festive
season that is rich in spirit and gentle on
our finances. Let’s make this holiday
season one where we prioritize our
financial health as much as our festive
cheer.

Melissa Fradenburg, CDFA, AlIF, is a
financial advisor, podcast host and
active community member in Grosse
Pointe. Her mission is to ensure that
women are well-informed and actively
engaged in their financial lives. Follow
her on social media @money do _list or
call (313) 486-9634. Investment advisory
services offered by Pearl Planning, a
DBA of Stephens Consulting LLC., an
SEC registered investment advisor.
Important disclosure: pearlplan.com/
disclosure

GOODIES

899 Beaconsiield Check Instagram @felirfexmerketgpp for ceily specials

Limited, Baltimore &
Ohio Cincinnatian
(Paul’s favorite),
Burlington and Sante Fe
with more tossed in
because he couldn’t
resist.

Hence the Great
Northern’s orange and
green Empire Builder
and Northern Pacific’s
two-tone green North
Coast Limited.

All of them sharing the
roadway with other
trains, passing in and
out of view from one end
of the layout to the
other, disappearing
around a bend or into a
tunnel before popping
out somewhere else.

Gribble never got
around to building a
model of Chicago Union

Station. Yet, the sta-
tion’s rail yard is repre-
sented by 12 parallel
tracks from which trains
depart and snake
through a network of
switches to their respec-
tive mainlines.
Passenger and freight
trains meet and overtake
one another through
small towns, past track-
side industries and at
least one hobo camp.
They cross rivers and
valleys, go up and down
hills, through forests
and, prototypically for
the Sante Fe, red rock of
the Southwest desert.
The transition from
city to country is in the
spirit of Dr. Watson and
Henry Baskerville’s trip
from London to

Devonshire: “In a very
few hours the brown
earth had become ruddy,
the brick had changed to
granite, and red cows
grazed in well-hedged
fields where the lush
grasses and more luxuri-
ant vegetation spoke of
aricher, if a damper, cli-
mate.”

The whole Chi Town
operation is computer
controlled. Trains come
and go continuously
without running into
each other or getting in
the way.

Many passenger and
freight cars are hand-
made from wood and
metal kits common to
hobby stores that went
out of business decades
ago as youngsters
moved into the com-
puter age. Most locomo-

See STATION, page 8A
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Many thanks

To our sponsors, donors
and attendees:

Thank you for making
this our best Hollyfest
yet! Every dollar we raise
through Hollyfest
directly impacts our abil-
ity to deliver on our mis-
sion to help build happier,
healthier families right
here in Grosse Pointe
and Harper Woods.

This past year we
hosted or participated
in over 100 programs and
events that helped fami-
lies become more resil-
ient and connected to
their community and we
simply could not do this
vital work without you.

Your support means

the world to us and the
families we serve. We're
glad you are part of The
Family Center and wish
you a happy and healthy
holiday season.
With Gratitude,
JENNIFER BINGAMAN
Executive Director
The Family Center of
Grosse Pointe
& Harper Woods

More thanks

To the Editor:

Thank you to Mark
and Denise Van Sile for
your beautiful Christmas
display at the corner of
Lakeshore and Moross.
Your displays are always
fantastic and bring hap-
piness and joy to both
children and adults in
the community. The
hundreds of Santa let-
ters that you make sure

are personally answered
is a huge act of giving
that brings the excite-
ment and magic of
Christmas to many chil-
dren in the Grosse
Pointes and surrounding
areas. To give like you
do absent any politics or
financial gain is a big
lesson in the goodness
of humanity.

Thank you for your

hard work and giving.
GROSSE POINTE
PARENTS

Editor’s Note: While
the Grosse Pointe News
does not publish letters to
the editor that are
unsigned or anonymous,
we made an exception
with this one, as it
expresses a sentiment
shared by many in the
community, including
our own.

A heritage of trust. A modern approach.

HERE FOR
YOU

Gregory A. Otis, Lisa A. Drescher,
Curt Edwards - President, SWFL, Kerry A. Edward's

wilmingtontrust.com

For more than a century* we have built deep
and lasting relationships
by providing innovative advice for complex situations.
We invite you to leverage our expertise:

IS FLORIDA DOMICILE
RIGHT FOR YOU?

Do you know the Potential Tax Benefits of being a Florida Resident?

& > WILMINGTON

TRUST

Investment Management I Trust & Estate
Family Office Services I Marine, Aviation Art Lending

Contact Curt Edwards at 239.313.1583
Cedwardsl@wilmingtontrust.com

*Wilmington Trust traces its roots to the founding of Wilmington Trust Company in 1903.
Wilmington Trust is a registered service mark used in connection with services offered by certain subsidiaries of M&T Bank Corporation.
©2022 M&T Bank and its affiliates and subsidiaries. All rights reserved. AMP 3388 22103 V8
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Trees for TIFA district

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK
— A Johnny Appleseed
aspect of the Tax
Increment Finance
Authority starts this year
with preparations to dot
the district with trees.
Residents of more than
100 properties in the
TIFA district are due to
receive notice starting
this week that trees will
be planted on empty
municipal easements
between sidewalks and
roadways.
“Depending on
weather, we expect the
trees to be planted over
the next few months,”
said Warren Rothe, assis-
tant city manager and
director of the authority.
“I plan on planting the

trees in stages,” City
Forester Brian Colter
said.

TIFA is funded by cap-
turing future anticipated
increases in tax revenue
generated within the
TIFA district that other-
wise would go to the
county and state. Funds
are to be spent for the
benefit of the district.

TIFA board members
this year allocated
$40,000 to plant up to
116 trees on municipal
property in the district
bounded by the city lim-
its to the north and west,
the northern boundary of
the Park Downtown
Development Authority
near East Jefferson to
the south and, to the
east, the alley between
Beaconsfield and
Nottingham.

“(Colter) identified 116
residential properties
within TIFA where there
are no street trees,”
Rothe said.

“Due to Dutch elm dis-
ease, the emerald ash
borer epidemic and
storm damage, there is a
significant opportunity
for tree planting on the
strip between the side-
walk and curb within the
district,” Colter wrote in
a report to the TIFA
board of commissioners.

Trees will be standard
2.5-inch caliper, 8- to
12-feet tall, stabilized
with planting stakes and
tucked in with mulch.

Cost per tree is $350,
including planting, Rothe
said. There’s no cost to
property owners.

Filling bare spots with
trees beautifies the dis-

trict without tapping
TIFA for yearly mainte-
nance costs.

“Trees in the right-of-
way are under the main-
tenance obligation of the
city,” Rothe said. “TIFA
is not responsible for any
long-term maintenance,
unless we want to be.”

He’d like to offer the
planting program once
every four or five years.

Tree types

Colter intends to plant
as wide-ranging an array
of species as practical.

“The pool of trees we
can draw upon is dwin-
dling at a time when we
are trying to emphasize
diversity,” he said.

He doesn’t plant pear
trees anymore due to
pear trellis rust.

“I want to plant oaks,
but there’s the threat of
oak wilt,” Colter said. “It
goes on and on. Maples
do the best, but there’s

Asian longhorn beetles,
which prey on maples.
They aren’t in Michigan
yet, (but) they’ve been
intercepted at the border
and will be here eventu-
ally.”

He’d like to introduce
lesser-known species
such as sweetgum, but it
has the negative quality
of fruit litter.

“The fruit looks like a
spiked ball, like a medi-
eval mace,” Colter said.

Charlevoix trees

Colter also plans to
replace some trees in the
Charlevoix commercial
zone.

“There are a lot of
crummy linden trees that
never should have been
planted there,” he said.
“They look terrible.”

He’s replacing them
with red Armstrong
maple, which, unlike lin-

See TREES, page 9A

Multiple
railroad
tracks rep-
resent the
passenger
yard under
Chicago
Union
Station.

PHOTO BY
BRAD
LINDBERG

STATION:

Continued from page 7A

tives are limited editions
with motors customized
for heavy operation.

So, why all this about
Chi Town, now in its

18th season of public
display?

It’s for sale. The whole
thing — trains, track,
scenery, computers, wir-
ing and all. One of
Gibble’s sons, Mike, is
maintaining the opera-
tion and hopes a buyer

continues the legacy.
But, truth is, Chi Town
may be headed to the
end of the line.

Paul was a good guy.
He carried a slight drawl
from growing up in
Covington, Ky., and
Cincinnati, while talking

Schmidt s Autigues Tuc.

New Years Day Gallery Auction
January 1st, 2024 at 11:00 AM

Featuring Antiques, Fine Art, Furniture and Decorative Art from Estates and
Private Collectors in Birmingham, West Bloomfield, Ann Arbor and Dearborn,
Michigan, Ohio and Indiana.

View the catalog & bid online now at:
www.liveauctioneers.com

Now Seeking Fine Art, Clocks & Decorative Art

for Future Auctions

Ask about our free pick-up!
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Consign with Schmidt’s

- Top 1% Customer Satisfaction Rating of over 5000 auctioneers on

LiveAuctioneers.com

- Great consignment rates and nationwide pick-up - Our rates include all
photography, cataloging, advertising, and online expenses

- Our consignor payments are always on time, as promised, without excuses
- Superior preview and auction display with online video previews

- Over 100 years of Auction Experience

Schmidt's Antiques Inc.

Since 1911

www.SchmidtsAntiques.com

5138 West Michigan Avenue
Ypsilanti, Michigan 48197
734-434-2660

to visitors. He spent as
much time as anyone
wanted to explain things,
especially to children
standing trackside and
increasingly wide-eyed
as the whirling rods of a
Hudson or Big Boy steam
locomotive approached.

Mike told of how his
father became a fan of
trains:

“When he was a young
boy, his grandfather
would come out from
California and stay with
them, but his mom
would not allow
Grandpa to smoke cigars
in the house, yard or
anywhere near her. So,
Grandpa would haul
Paul into the car and
drive over to the train

station. He’d sit there
and watch trains while

Grandpa smoked
cigars.”
Chi Town Union

Station is located at 8275
Cooley Lake Road in
Commerce.

Hours are 11 a.m. to 5
p.m. Friday through
Sunday, according to its
website, chitownunion-
station.wordpress.com.

Remaining dates this
season are Dec. 23, 24,
29 and 30; Jan. 13, 14, 28
and 28; Feb. 10, 11, 25
and 25; and March 9, 10,
23 and 24.

Admission costs $8 for
adults and $4 for chil-
dren ages 5 to 17.
Children younger than 5
years old get in free.

City getting
$20 million
grant for
sewer
separation

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

CITY OF GROSSE
POINTE — City adminis-
tration’s work applying for
a number of grants as it
faces looming large-scale
infrastructure projects is
paying off.

“The state of Michigan
indicated it is difficult to
obtain these grants, but
we’re going to give it our
best effort,” former city
manager Pete Dame said
when the city, a year ago,
applied for three grants
through the Federal
Emergency Management
Agency.

It now has been allo-
cated — actual award is
pending — almost $21 mil-
lion through FEMA'’s
Hazardous Mitigation
Grant Program for storm-
water separation of the
sewers north of Waterloo
between Grosse Pointe
Court and Fisher Road.

“There is a match com-
mitment component to
that that we are working
through with FEMA, actu-
ally, to set up an arrange-
ment to meet our
obligations for our match,”
City Manager Joe
Valentine said. “Those
conversations are ongoing
currently.”

In June, city administra-
tion also got word it would
receive a minimum of
$9,971,000 to a maximum
of $24,536,000 toward the
same project through a
low-interest loan with
Michigan’s Clean Water
State Revolving Fund.
This loan requires a 10
percent match from the
city.

City council is antici-
pated to hold a special
public meeting the morn-
ing of Monday, Jan. 22 —a
time is yet to be finalized
— during which city
administration will pres-
ent a plan regarding sewer
separation funding for
review.

Another loan for
$550,000 — intended for
use to disconnect Village
business downspouts from
the sanitary system and
reconnect them to the
storm sewer — through
the Michigan Department
of Environment, Great
Lakes and Energy’s
Strategic Water Quality
Initiatives Fund Loan pro-
gram also recently was
identified as a fundable
project by the state.

2024 Wish List

¢ Fixed the “Damn” sidewalks

e Clean-up the Moross/Mack
intersection

e New pool and bath house
for Pier Park

For more details

Contact joericci1@aol.com

Joe Ricci

Farms Councilman
Mayor Pro Tem Ex Facto

£2vizh
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Holiday
diaper
drive

The Detroit
community ser-
vice agency
Diapers to
Mamas is host-
ing a holiday di-
aper drive
through Sunday,
Dec. 17, at two
branches of the
Grosse Pointe Public Library, as well as Connie’s
Children’s Shop and the Royal Oak Public Library.
All diapers, wipes and pull-ups dropped off at the
following addresses will be donated to Showering
Our Sisters, an organization serving expecting
mothers in need in Detroit.

4 GPPL Central Branch, 10 Kercheval, Grosse
Pointe Farms;

¢ GPPL Ewald Branch, 17157 E. Jefferson, Grosse
Pointe Park;

@ Connie’s Children’s Shop, 23240 Greater Mack,
St. Clair Shores; and

4 Royal Oak Public Library, 222 E. 11 Mile, Royal
Oak.

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE WOODS —
Book lovers might have more op-
tions if city council takes the advice
of its planning commission.

The commission in September
recommended adding mini free
libraries to the list of exemptions
for front yard structures.

Current exemptions under city
ordinance for front yard struc-
tures include fencing, poles with
basketball hoops, flagpoles, light
poles, air conditioning units, mail-
boxes and unenclosed porches.

The commission said mini free
libraries should be allowed with
the following caveats: one per
property, maximum height of five
feet and maximum diameter of
four feet.

Councilman Thomas Vaughn at
the council’s meeting Monday,
Nov. 20, suggested such structures
should still require a building per-
mit but that the fee be waived.

According to the organization

Little Free Library, more than
150,000 of them are registered in
120 countries and more than 3 mil-
lion books have been shared since
the movement began in 2012.

The planning commission at the
same September meeting also
voted against exempting raised
garden beds from the front yard
structure ordinance. The commis-
sion noted that such structures
are allowed in side and back
yards.

That discussion began after
neighbors complained about a
house on Allard that has a raised
garden in the front yard.

Vaughn suggested the two sides
talk further and try to come to an
agreement.

“We haven’t had any other com-
plaints so this seems to be a neigh-
borhood issue rather than a
communitywide issue,” he said.
“Unless the community really
forces us to regulate it, the neigh-
bors should sit down and talk and
try to reach a compromise.”

Councilman Todd McConaghy

Woods considering mini free libraries

suggested council table the issue
to see if the neighbors can resolve
the issue.

Nathaniel Janick, who owns the
house in question, agreed.

“I guess it’s just an aesthetic dif-
ference, but I'm willing to talk,” he
said during public comment.

Kimberly Moin, who lives next
door, told council she thinks a
mediator needs to get involved.
Her husband, Wilson Moin, said
the raised garden has attracted
rats that have chewed through
engine wires in his vehicles.

“We’ve lived here 24 years and
we like the city,” he said. “It’s nice
and it’s well maintained.”

Brigitte Wolf of McKenna
Associates, the city’s planning
consultant, told council it should
consider several issues if it were to
exempt raised gardens. That
includes placing them at least 10
feet from the sidewalk and three
feet from a side lot line and limit-
ing them to 20 square feet or 5 per-
cent of the front yard, whichever
is less.

City audit shows good financial standing, precarious forecast

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

CITY OF GROSSE
POINTE — “We got a
clean audit and that’s
great, but I'm going to be
Debbie Downer again,
(because) I say every time
we have an audit, we have
some major finance con-
straints that are coming,”
Mayor Sheila Tomkowiak
said following the City of
Grosse Pointe audit pre-
sentation for the fiscal
year ending June 30,
2023.“... Alotofitisinre-
sponse to aging and
crumbling infrastructure
that’s old, that needs to be
worked on.”

While the City man-
aged a $28,000 increase
to its general fund for the
year — the fund rests at
about $4.5 million — its
capital projects fund bal-
ance is in precarious
standing and some of its
self-sustaining enterprise
funds took losses.

The water and sewer
fund saw a $218,000 defi-
cit because charges for
services did not add up to
the expenditures for the
year, while the parking
fund took a $68,000 hit

TREES:

Continued from page 8A

den, has an upright
growth habit.

“It’s so narrow there,
columnar trees are a bet-
ter choice,” Colter said.
“Plus, they don’t block
signage. Business own-
ers hate it when trees
block signage. If you use
the correct species and
its done right, trees can
increase foot traffic,
which can increase busi-
ness.”

after spending $5.3 mil-
lion on infrastructure
improvements.

During the same period
the Kroger and CVS lots
were transitioning to pay
stations — meaning the
city stopped charging for
parking in the interim —
the CVS lot also was
incurring extensive
reconstruction costs and
a number of city lots
were adorned with deco-
rative entrance arches.

“We are now at a defi-
cit,” said Spencer Tawa,
senior manager with
Plante Moran, the city’s
auditor. “... So our rec-
ommendation would be
really looking at both of
these funds, looking at
the rate settings.”

In the general fund,
salary and wage
increases were responsi-
ble for the City’s expen-
ditures increasing in
nearly every category,
although, when it came
to the public works
department, even the
inflationary economy
proved to be no match
for flood-related costs.
Despite the DPW seeing
the same salary and wage
increases as other depart-

ments in the fiscal year,
its expenditures still
decreased by about
$40,000 because the prior
year faced so many flood-
ing costs.

On the revenue side,
taxable value increased
from the prior fiscal year
— a little more than
$100,000 in additional
property taxes was col-
lected — while the city
recognized, for account-
ing purposes, $360,000
of the $540,000 it
received in American
Rescue Plan Act funding.
The remaining allocation
will be recognized in the
current fiscal year.

The City’s investment
income transitioned
from a $72,747 loss in
the prior year to a posi-
tive $17,967.

“Most of that’s due to
economic factors that
will change from year to
year,” explained Dean
Hewines with Plante
Moran, “and this year
happened to be positive.”

There also was a slight
increase in state-shared
revenue.

“We met today with
Speaker Joe Tate from
the state,” Tomkowiak
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said in November, “and
said, ‘What can the state
do to bring revenue shar-
ing back to the levels that
it should be?’ I think
funding for municipali-
ties in the state is funda-
mentally broken and
there is not a lot that we
have within our toolbox
to fix that. ... It comes
down to, there just isn’t
enough to do what we
have to do.”

An area in particularly
good standing is the
city’s pension liability,
which is 98 percent
funded.

“For pension, the city
is very well funded,”
Tawa said. “Probably the
best funded community I
have.

“For OPEB, it’s a dif-
ferent story,” he added.

The City handles its
Other Post Employment
Benefits — colloquially
known as retiree health
care funding — liability
with a pay-as-you-go
strategy, each year allo-
cating out of the general
fund the amount needed
to cover the year’s owed
costs.

For the fiscal year end-
ing June 30, 2023, the
City’s OPEB liability
decreased, allowing its
funded ratio to increase
from 7.4 percent funded
the prior year to 11.3 per-
cent funded.

City administration
and council currently
plan to hold a work ses-

sion in January to get a
head start on budget dis-
cussions for the next fis-
cal year beginning in
July, especially in regard
to sewer infrastructure
grants it is set to receive,
which require matching
funds from the city.

“What you’re seeing
here is a clean bill of
health, if you will, from a
financial perspective,”
City Manager Joe
Valentine told city coun-
cil after the audit presen-
tation. “... We are in
good standing, but I
think going forward
we’re going to have to
look at some things to
strengthen our position
and avoid any future
shortfalls.”
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Grosse Pointe Black Alumni Association kicks off

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

THE GROSSE POINTES
— After going through the
experience themselves,
members of the Grosse
Pointe Black Alumni
Association want to help
current black students
understand they are not
alone.

“It can be challenging
to navigate,” said Tim
Herd, one of the group’s
founders. “We want to
help current black stu-
dents and mentor them.”

The GPBAA will hold
an informational meeting
1 to 3 p.m. Sunday, Dec.
17, at The Neighborhood

Club, 17150 Waterloo,
City of Grosse Pointe.
Those interested in
attending can RSVP at
shorturl.at/kyzO2 or
email grossepointebaa@
gmail.com.

“We’ve got about 100
members and we’re
expecting 50 to 55 to

attend the mixer,” Herd
said. “About half our
members live in the
Grosse Pointe area and a
lot of other recent grads
who are away at college
will be back in town for
the holidays.”

Others who helped get
the group off the ground
include Herd’s brother,
Troy, Cierra Rice, James
Shelton and Erin
Czerwiec.

It’s not just for recent
alumni, however. The
organization’s nonprofit
paperwork was handled
by Amanda Alston, a
2010 South alumna who
now is an attorney in
Chicago.

“We’re also open to
current high school stu-
dents,” Herd said. “We
want to be a bridge
between students, alumni
and families.”

Herd said he got the
idea while helping his
father, Joe, campaign for
the Grosse Pointe Public
School System Board of
Education in 2020.

“I was passing out yard
signs and talking to other
black alumni and found
we had a lot of shared
experiences,” he said.
“We continued to do
check-ins via Zoom and
we felt we could be a pos-
itive change.”

Herd said the GPBAA

also wants to help high
school students get ready
for college and will even-
tually award scholar-
ships.

Herd created a similar
mentoring program for
black men while a stu-
dent at Michigan State
University. Now pursuing
a doctorate in educa-
tional leadership at
UCLA, he said the group
is still active more than
six years after it began.

The GPBAA also high-
lights GPPSS alumni
each Tuesday on its
Facebook page. So far,
that has included:

@ Derrick L. Morris II,
South class of 2012,

studying law at Syracuse
University;

¢ Shanelle Jackson,
South class of 2020, study-
ing medicine at Michigan
State University;

¢ Giovonne Terry,
North class of 2016,
owner of his own clothing
line, WildLife Clothing;

¢ Sydney Benson,
North class of 2016, for-
mer collegiate athlete
now working in market-
ing for LinkedIn.

“As we build out, we’ll
continue doing check-ins
on Zoom across the
world, but we also want
to do a lot of in-person
programming,” Herd
said.

Report of weapon
shuts down North

GROSSE POINTE WOODS — An unsubstantiated re-
port of a weapon on campus sent Grosse Pointe North
High School into “secure mode” for almost an hour

Friday, Dec. 8.

The school went into secure mode, which previously
was called a soft lockdown, at 12:55 p.m. after police
reported the possibility of a weapon on campus. It was

lifted at 1:45 p.m.

Grosse Pointe Public School System officials con-
firmed no weapon was found.

“The police promptly responded to the situation
with the support of the North administration to ensure
everyone’s safety,” according to an email sent to North
families after the incident. “Police and district proto-
cols were followed, including a comprehensive inves-
tigation of the report. While in secure mode, police
received additional information about the initial report
that led the police and school administration to confi-
dently end the secure mode.”

The district said students remained in their class-
rooms and no one was allowed to enter or exit the
building. Students went to their sixth hour classes

afterward.

“The secure mode was lifted at 1:45 p.m. and an
announcement was immediately made to assure stu-
dents of their safety and our vigilance in preserving a

safe school environment,’

” the email said. “We will

continue to make decisions that prioritize the safety of

our students and staff.”

—Ted O’Neil

STEM students see success

Four local teams competed
Sunday, Dec. 3, in the regional
competition for middle school

robotics, FIRST Tech

Challenge, with more than 500

people in attendance at

University Liggett School. The

competition tested robot

speed, durability and func-
tionality while showcasing
students’ wisdom and innova-
tive thinking. The Parcells
Blown Fuses, above, won the
Design Award for building the
robot with the best industrial

design. Pierce’s all-girls

Botmasterz, below, received
the Motivate Award for spark-
ing others to embrace the cul-
ture of FIRST and the Promote

Award for its compelling
video message designed
to change culture and
celebrate science, tech-
nology, engineering and
math.Pierce’s 360 Robot
Lab and University
Liggett’s Knightmares
also competed.

COURTESY PHOTOS
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The board interviewed
seven candidates over
two nights last week,
then met Saturday, Dec.
9, to pick the finalists.

Board President
Ahmed Ismail said it was
his hope the board will
vote on extending an
offer to one of the final-
ists Tuesday night.

During Saturday’s
meeting, each board
member was able to list
three preferences among
the candidates, with three
points given for first
choice, two points for
second and one point for
third.

Tuttle was the first
choice for trustees Terry
Collins, Valarie St. John
and Colleen Worden,
plus Ismail and Vice
President Lisa Papas. She
was the second choice for
Treasurer Sean Cotton

and third choice for
Secretary Ginny Jeup.

Staniszewski was
Cotton’s first choice, sec-
ond choice for Jeup and
Ismail and third choice
for Papas and Worden.

He is principal of the
Global Intermediate
Academy for Mapleton
Public Schools in Denver.
Staniszewski told the
board during his inter-
view the school was in
the bottom 5 percent for
test scores in Colorado in
2017, and was in the
highest performing cate-
gory by 2019.

Tuttle told the board
when she became super-
intendent in Owosso 14
years ago, the district had
a fund equity below 3 per-
cent and was looking at
$6 million in deficit
spending. Today, the dis-
trict has an 18 percent
fund equity and voters
approved a $45 million
bond to build a new con-
solidated middle and
high school.

A stakeholder survey
conducted by the
Michigan Association of
School Boards found 429
respondents out of 846
people who took the sur-
vey said being a superin-
tendent in another district
would prove most valu-
able in a new hire, fol-
lowed closely by building
principal (409) and
teacher (407). Another
385 chose assistant
superintendent.

The job posting, which
opened in late September,
listed a starting salary
range of $275,000 to
$350,000, with start date
and allowances for things
like an annuity and retire-
ment to be negotiated.
Jay Bennett of MASB
previously told the board
a current superintendent
probably would not leave
their job midway through
the school year and a July
1 start date is more likely.

The district received 39
applications for the posi-
tion.

15139 KERCHEVAL, GROSSE POINTE PARK

121423
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Ignore the chatter, Pendy’s still open

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE
WOODS — At a time
when holiday cheer and
glad tidings are sup-
posed to fill the air,
some vicious rumors are
making the rounds that
Pendy’s Grosse Pointe
is permanently closed.
“I don’t know who
would feel so threat-
ened by us being here
as to start all these
nasty rumors,” said
Susan Pendy, who
along with her late hus-

band, David, opened
the eatery at 20930
Mack in June. “Even
people we’ve known for
20 years are saying,
‘Oh, I heard such and
such at a cocktail party.’
It’s disheartening.”
The rumor mill runs
the gamut, from bank-
ruptcy to claims the
entire staff quit at once
to others so vile the
Grosse Pointe News
will not repeat them.
“It’s insane,” Pendy
said. “It was a little slow
Thanksgiving week and
now with holiday par-

ties coming up, but we
had one guy walk in on
a Sunday night because
he saw the lights on and
told us he thought for
sure we were closed.”

Pendy said the restau-
rant didn’t even close
when David suddenly
passed away in mid-
August.

“We’ve been closed
Mondays and Tuesdays
because of the labor
shortage, but I made
sure to have his funeral
on a Tuesday so the
staff could attend,”
Pendy said. “But we’re

hoping to add Mondays
and Tuesdays after the
new year.”

Nor did the restau-
rant close when Pendy
had to spend time in the
hospital after breaking
her ankle the night of
David’s funeral.

As was the case when
they owned the award-
winning Hill Seafood
and Chop House,
Pendy’s Grosse Pointe
was known for David
handling the front of
the house and Susan
handling the floor.

“I told our son, Nick,

he had to get back here
and fill his father’s
Guccis to start shaking
hands and kissing
babies and he’s done a
great job,” Pendy said.
“Our daughter, Isabelle,
will join us in January.”

Pendy also credits her
executive chef, who has
been there since day
one.

“He’s been the back-
bone,” she said. “And
the staff has really
stepped up.”

Happy hour is 1 to 5
p.m. weekends —
including two large TVs

for football — with din-
ner 5 to 10 p.m.
Saturday and 5 to 8 p.m.
Sunday, plus carry out
3 to 8 p.m.

Happy hour
Wednesday and
Thursday is 4 to 6 p.m.
with dinner 5 to 9 p.m.,
and happy hour Friday
is 5 to 6 p.m. with din-
ner 5 to 10 p.m.

Funeral luncheons
and bridal/wedding
showers can be accom-
modated midday.

Call (313) 886-9933 or
visit thependys.com for
more information.

2a.m.

PHOTO BY LAUREL KRAUS

Hours at Shift Kitchen and Cocktails, 17051 Kercheval, are 5 p.m. to

Shiit Kitechen and Cocktails open

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

CITY OF GROSSE POINTE
— The buzz surrounding
the opening of Sidecar
Slider Bar in The Village
had yet to die down by the
time its neighboring restau-
rant, Shift Kitchen and
Cocktails, opened Tuesday.

While the two eateries
are known as dual con-
cepts with the same own-
ers, each offer unique
atmospheres and experi-
ences.

“Shift is more of your ele-
vated experience, but not
pretentious,” co-owner
Mark Adamo said. “You
can still go in there and feel
comfortable, but it’s defi-
nitely not the “family spot”
(like Sidecar). It’s going to
be more of an adult experi-
ence and it’s more of an
adult menu from a price
point standpoint.”

Featuring higher-end
cocktails, wine and pro-
teins in its menu items, ser-

vice is small plate style.

The menu includes a
large selection of appetiz-
ers, which can be treated
as a meal or shared plates,
as well as lamb chops, filet
sliders, an array of tacos
and more.

Similar to its other two
locations in Birmingham
and Plymouth, live music
will be a feature of the res-
taurant. It is yet to be deter-
mined which days dining
will be accompanied with a
guitarist, soloist or duet-
style arrangement.

“We really want to take
feedback from who
becomes the regulars, like
‘What days would you guys
want?’ Adamo explained.
“This is a spot for the com-
munity, so we’re going to
take community feedback
and then cater the offering,
cater the days or how we
do things to what the peo-
ple who are coming in here
want.”

A similar concept will
frame the restaurant’s days

and hours of operation.

While the goal of Sidecar
is to become the late-night
gathering place in The
Village, Adamo is taking a
more flexible approach to
Shift’s hours, which may
adjust according to
demand.

A tentative plan is to
operate Tuesday through
Saturday — although
Sunday likely soon will
replace Tuesday — from 5
p-m. to 2 a.m.

“As we gauge it, it might
be more like 5 p.m. to mid-
night,” he said, “and then
we’ll kind of just drive
everybody over to Sidecar
after midnight if they still
wanted to hang out.”

Shift Kitchen and
Cocktails is located at
17051 Kercheval in the for-
mer Marais Market space.

“We want it to be alounge
feel so you’re comfortable,”
Adamo said, “but an ele-
vated experience without
being intimidating or pre-
tentious.”

HILL ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT
GROSSE POINTE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
“EXCELLENCE IN BUSINESS” AWARD RECIPIENT
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IT°S THE MOST WONDERFUL TIME OF
THE YEARIN GROSSE POINTE PARR

WHEN IT COMES TO THE HOLIDAYS, THE PARK HAS IT ALL. FROM
THE VERY BEST IN DINING OPTIONS TO THE MOST UNIQUE
BOUTIQUES AROUND, VISIT THE PARK THIS HOLIDAY SEASON!

For more information about dining, retail, and
services offerings in Grosse Pointe Park, please
visit visittheparkgp.com or @visit.the.park.gp.
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Gridlocked

GPAAS at impasse

with stray

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Education may be the
key to solving a capacity
issue being faced by the
Grosse Pointe Animal
Adoption Society.
Misinformation spread-
ing throughout the com-
munity is hindering, not
helping, the only animal
shelter serving the
Grosse Pointes and
Harper Woods.

“We’ve been in the
community since 1997,”
said Corinne Martin,
GPAAS founder and
executive director. “We
started sheltering in
2012, but what changed
is that we are now shel-
tering for all of the
Grosse Pointes and
Harper Woods. That’s
had a huge impact on

dogs

us.

The impact translates
to being at capacity for
large dogs and over
capacity for cats, Martin
said.

Years ago, there were
not many strays, she
added. Most wandering
animals were lost dogs
that got out of people’s
yards, but were quickly
reunited with their own-
ers. It’s a different story
today.

“Just in Harper Woods,
we get 200 stray dogs
and cats a year,” she said.
“Now we’re faced with all
the Pointes and Harper
Woods. We're in a crisis.
It’s become a public
safety concern.

“... They migrate here
from other cities, primar-
ily Detroit, and they’re
starving, neglected,

GPAAS currently has 33 cats and kittens up for
adoption, like Willis, who greeted a guest during a

recent visit.

unsocialized, aggressive
or dangerous.”

Martin said many fac-
tors account for the rise
in strays, from the econ-
omy to the cost of veteri-
nary care.

“Or people rent and
then move and the new
place doesn’t allow them
to have a pet,” she said.
“Or they get a pet and are
not prepared for pet own-
ership. Or they can’t
afford to get the pet ster-
ilized. Or the parents
pass away. There are just
life changes.”

GPAAS works directly
with the Pointes and
Harper Woods public
safety departments
through its intake center,
an 1,800-square-foot
building that can handle
up to 11 medium or large
dogs, as well as 10 small
dogs or cats. Lost and
stray animals are brought
to the intake center to
receive veterinary care
and get vaccinated,
spayed or neutered,
before being brought to
the shelter for adoption.

Currently, there are
nine large dogs housed in
the intake center because
there’s no space at the
Thomas A. Mackey
Animal Adoption Center
down the street.

“We can handle 25
dogs and 25 cats” at the
shelter, Martin said.
“We’re at 25 dogs and 33
cats. We’re gridlocked.
Unless people adopt dogs
out of here, we can’t
bring dogs over from
intake. We can’t leave
these dogs on the street,
but we also need to have
a place to put them.”
Demographics

So if GPAAS is full,
why not take a stray
found wandering Grosse
Pointe to a shelter in
Detroit or Macomb
County?

It’s not that simple,
Martin said.

While GPAAS serves
the Grosse Pointes and
Harper Woods, shelters

PHOTOS BY JODY MCVEIGH

Most of the stray dogs sheltered at GPAAS are pit bulls or pit bull mixes, which
has turned some people off from adopting them; however, GPAAS Executive
Director Corinne Martin said the nonprofit will not adopt out dogs that have

behavioral issues.

ssir.com

One of more than 30 dogs that have been taken in by the Grosse Pointe Animal
Adoption Society, which reached capacity at 25 dogs.

like Michigan Humane
and Detroit Animal Care
and Control only serve
the city of Detroit, just as
the Humane Society of
Macomb County only
serves Macomb County.

“You can’t take a dog
or cat from Grosse Pointe
to Detroit,” Martin said.
“It’s not the demo-
graphic. Wayne
County does not have an
animal shelter, so the
shelters in Wayne County
become a city demo-
graphic. That’s the way it
is.”

Complicating the mat-
ter further is that shelters
across the state are at full
capacity. The reason,
Martin said, is “no one
wants to euthanize ani-
mals.

“Donations come from
people because we’re not
killing animals,” she
explained. “If we start
euthanizing, we’ll lose
our donor base ... so
we’re gridlocked.”

Animal shelters are
required to report yearly
statistics of how many
animals are taken in and
how many are eutha-
nized, among other sta-
tistics.

“Donors make their
decisions based on the
number of animals euth-
anized,” Martin said.
“(Shelters are) worried
about their euthanasia
record.”

While GPAAS is honest
with its records, the same
cannot be said about
some people who are dis-
honest when bringing
strays to the nonprofit.

“People find a stray
dog in Detroit and bring
it home to Harper Woods
or the Grosse Pointes,”
Martin said. “They don’t
want to take it to a shel-

ter in Detroit, because
they’re afraid they’ll
euthanize it. So they
bring it to us, which gives
us more capacity issues.”

Because of its hesi-
tance to euthanize and
being at full capacity,
Martin said GPAAS is
“stuck with pit bull grid-
lock.

“GPAAS is experienc-
ing more pit bull gridlock
than other cities, because
we border cities with
bans on pit bulls,” she
said.

Most of the dogs cur-
rently housed at GPAAS
have some pit bull in
them, so prospective
adoptive pet parents tend
to shy away. Big dogs are
more expensive and
harder to handle, Martin
said, but also, small and
purebred dogs are trend-
ier these days.

“We have 76 animals
here,” she noted. “We’re
lucky on the weekends if
we adopt three. Mix
breeds are hard to place.”

People also are afraid
of the breed.

“You hear on the news
how a pit bull killed a
child,” she added, “but
those are unsocialized
dogs living in horrible
conditions. They’re not
your community dog.”

Because people are
afraid of the breed, pit
bulls and pit bull mixes
often stay in shelters
rather than finding a for-
ever family. However,
Martin said, no shelter
would adopt out a dog
with a temper problem.

“We will not place any
pit bull in the community
that’s going to injure a
person or family,” she
noted. “Michigan
Humane, the Michigan
Anti-Cruelty Society,

Signature | Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

18000 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe, Ml 48230

Macomb County
Humane, us, we all evalu-
ate animals that are up
for adoption. They truly
have good tempera-
ments.”

Close encounters

With the rise of stray
dogs in the Grosse
Pointes and Harper
Woods, Martin said peo-
ple need to be educated
on what to do if a stray is
spotted. First and fore-
most, leave it alone.

“People should not
pick up strays,” Martin
said. “They’re dangerous
to pick up. If you come
across a dog you don’t
know that’s clearly a
stray — no tags, no collar
— contact public safety.
Let the police handle
stray dogs. Between the
police and the shelter,
we’ll figure it out.”

If a dog bites, more
than a Band-Aid will be
needed. There’s a very
real threat of rabies,
Martin noted, which
requires a series of four
injections at a price tag of
$3,000 per shot.

While people out driv-
ing who spot a stray
should call public safety,
what about people out
walking? Or out walking
their dogs?

“This is a more imme-
diate situation,” Martin
said. “I suggest carrying
an airhorn. Mace is not a
good option; you could
mace your own dog or
yourself. An airhorn
scares the stray and it
runs off. However, you've
got to make sure your
dog is secure. It’s impor-
tant to have a secure col-
lar, not a retractable
leash. Have good control
of your dog. That’s the
best way to fight off a
stray.”

Martin advised to be
aware and be careful.

“Now we’re told to lock
our car doors; we never
had to do that before, but
now we have to,” she
said. “It’s the same with
dogs. When you walk
your dog, be prepared if
you encounter a stray.”

See GPAAS, page 6B

313.888.8800
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Grosse Pointe Theatre accepting 10-minute play entries
Submissions accepted through midnight Dec. 31

Interested in telling a
story in a 10-minute play
that is funny or thought-
provoking, with an ele-
ment of surprise? If so,
Grosse Pointe Theatre
wants to hear from you.

Grosse Pointe Theatre
is accepting entries for its
2024 Take Ten: Ten-
Minute Play Festival,
which will be held June
13 to 15. All interested
playwrights should sub-
mit their 10-minute play
no later than midnight
Dec. 31, for consider-
ation in the 2024 festival.

This year’s theme is
“What if ...” All plays
being considered must
incorporate this theme,
show how the main char-
acter (protagonist) or the
character causing con-
flict (antagonist) con-
sider several
well-thought-out optional
solutions to the issues
they’re facing, either
individually or together.

The past 11 years,
Mary Lou Britton of St.
Clair Shores has led
Grosse Pointe Theatre’s
playwriting festival as its
chair and executive pro-
ducer.

“You don’t have to be
an accomplished play-
wright to enter,” Britton
said. “You just need a
desire to tell the story in
play form, developing a
plot, characters and set-
ting that can engage the
audience. Plays should
be entertaining and
include unexpected
twists that leave the audi-
ence captivated.

“Engaging the audi-
ence in a compelling
10-minute play is a cre-
ative dimension to story-
telling,” she added.
“We’re excited to see the
talented playwrights,
locally, nationally and
internationally, who have
submitted their plays this
year. Thus far, we’ve
received submissions
from across the U.S. and

The 10-minute play “Number 57,” written by Marsha Roberts of San Rafael,
Calif., and directed by Dominic Aldini of Sterling Heights, shared how a young
woman interviewed potential dating candidates through an online application
process. Maria LaRose played Fiona and Dante Bufalini played Malcolm.

In the 10-minute play “Mother’s Day,” written by
Pamela E. Kingsley of New York, and directed by
Michele Karl of St. Clair Shores, three generations
of family celebrate Mother’s Day at an art museum,
leaning more about each other than the art. From
left are Ruth Ellen Mayhall as DeeDee, Arlene
Pollock as Maris and Alexa Baxt as Jess.

Canada, as well as sev-
eral from the United
Kingdom and even one
from Singapore.”

All 10-minute play
entries must follow this
year’s criteria to be con-
sidered:

¢ All plays submitted
must incorporate the
theme “What if,” and not
exceed 10 minutes.

@ There is no fee to
enter the competition.
However, should a play

Shop with us in store 16906 Kercheval Ave
in the Village of Grosse Pointe, or online
shopglitterandscotch.com

Grosse Pointe News

be selected for perfor-
mance as part of the Take
Ten Playwriting Festival,
the director and actors
must become members
of Grosse Pointe Theatre
prior to the performance.
Annual membership
dues are $50.

# Entries will be judged

anonymously by a panel
of local and out-state
judges.

¢ Playwrights should
enter plays by electroni-
cally submitting a prop-
erly formatted script by
midnight Dec. 31, via
email to playfestival@
gpt.org.

& When submitting a
play, the author’s identi-
fying information should
be removed from the
body of the play and from
all corresponding play
pages. The author’s
name, address, email and
phone number should
only appear on the
accompanying email
cover sheet.

¢ Plays submitted that
are not in proper manu-
script format, are not a
suitable length (seven to
10 pages) and do not
include the theme “What
if” will not be considered.

# Set, props, costumes,
makeup and other ele-
ments must be minimal.
The action of the play
should be contemporary
and continuous (without

PHOTOS BY PATRICIA A. ELLIS

Shelby Holley, left, played Betty, and Taylor Horn
played the detective in the thought-provoking
10-minute play “The Aftermath,” written by Detroit
playwright Daniel Woitulewicz and directed by
Erin Getzin of Harper Woods.

scene breaks).
@ There should be only
two to four actors.

The playwrights whose
10-minute plays follow
the above criteria and are
selected by the judges as
“best in class” will have
the opportunity to be per-
formed at Grosse Pointe
Theatre’s Take Ten Play
Festival, which takes

place June 13 to 15, at
Christ Church Grosse
Pointe.

The exact timing and
selection of winning
plays will be announced
at a future date.

For more information
on Grosse Pointe
Theatre’s Take Ten
Playwriting Festival, visit
gpt.org/take-ten/ or email
playfestival@gpt.org.

In the 10-minute play “(W)ringing Your Hands,”
written by Shawn Samuelson Henry of North
Carolina and directed by Janie Burkey of Grosse
Pointe Woods, Sal Rabino as Ronald and Liz Rager
as Jeanette profess their love over french fries —
and a whole lot of ketchup and laughs.

The play,
“How Nice
of YouTo
Ask,” writ-
ten by Rich
Rubin of
Oregon, was
directed by
Elizabeth
Rager of
Hazel Park.
It starred
Joshua
Stuckless of
Grosse
Pointe
Woods as
Alan and
Cece Lesner
of Sterling
Heights as
Mavis.

MUSIC AT MEMORIAL PRESENTS

The Christmas Story
Sunday, December 17 at 5:00 pm

AREA ACTIVITIES

Library

The Grosse Pointe
Public Library hosts a
variety of programs. To
register for the follow-
ing, visit grossepointeli-
brary.org.

& Readers Choice
Book Discussion Group,

11 a.m. to noon
Saturday, Dec. 16, at
Ewald, 15175 E.

Jefferson, Grosse Pointe
Park.

@ Little Learners Hour
of Code, 4:30 to 5:30
p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 19,
at Woods, 20680 Mack,
Grosse Pointe Woods.

@ Shelf Indulgence, 7
to 9 p.m. Tuesday, Dec.
19, Cellar 313, 15112
Kercheval, Grosse
Pointe Park.

@ Youth Hour of Code,
4:30 to 5:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 20, at
Woods, 20680 Mack,
Grosse Pointe Woods.

¢ 1,000 Hours Year
End Solstice
Celebration, 4:30 to 5:30
p-m. Thursday, Dec. 21,
at Ewald, 15175 E.
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe
Park.

& Teen Paint & Sip, 6
to 7 p.m. Thursday, Dec.
21, at Woods, 20680
Mack, Grosse Pointe
Woods.

& Reader Dog, 2 to 3
p-m. Saturday, Dec. 23,
at Ewald, 15175 E.
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe
Park.

Jardinieres

La Societe des
Jardinieres meets at 5
p-m. Thursday, Dec. 14,
at the home of member

Sandy Magreta, for the
group’s annual
Christmas party. The
hostess for this event is
President Tina Olofsson.
Dinner will be followed
by a “cloth” gift
exchange . Members
have decided to support
Turning Point Inc., in
Mount Clemens, with a
cash donation. Turning
Pointe supports women
of domestic violence and
victims of human traf-
ficking. The group also
had a gently used cloth-
ing drive to donate to
Second Hand Rose,
which is affiliated with
Turning Point.

The Helm

The Helm at the Boll
Life Center, 158 Ridge,
Grosse Pointe Farms,
offers a variety of classes
and programs.
Registration is required

See EVENTS, page 4B
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Kevin's Song welcomes new executive director

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

In May, Kevin’s Song
co-founder Gail Urso,
who had just been
awarded the 2023 Loss
Survivor Award from the
American Association of
Suicidology, noted that
after 10 years of raising
awareness around the
causes of suicide, its prev-
alence in society and pos-
sible preventive
measures, the organiza-
tion was searching for an
executive director to take
the reins.

“It has gotten to the
point where we need that
person,” Urso said last
spring. “We have tremen-
dous support from volun-
teers, advisors, sponsors,
but we’ve grown to the
point where we need an
executive director. And
that will just lead to more
growth. We just need to
find the right person to
lead us.”

The board found the
right person in Jennifer
Fair Margraf, who was
hired as executive direc-
tor of Kevin’s Song last
month.

Margraf brings with her
decades of experience in
the nonprofit sector,
including with the Sturgis

COURTESY PHOTO

Jennifer Fair Margraf is the new executive director

of Kevin’s Song.

Council of the Arts,
DuPage Symphony
Orchestra, Girl Scouts of
Greater Chicago and
Northwest Indiana,
Detroit Chamber Winds
& Strings/Great Lakes
Chamber Music Festival
and Clarkston Area
Chamber of Commerce,

among others.

“Most of my profes-
sional career has been in
not-for-profit leadership,”
she said. “Also, being
around other human
beings — and as the
mother of two teens — I
really understand the
mental health aspect.”

Margraf said the mis-
sion of Kevin’s Song,
along with the prevalence
of suicide in society, led
her to apply for the posi-
tion.

“It went along with my
passion and my values,”
she noted. “It triggered
something inside of me.

“... It’s really important
that people are aware that
suicide and mental health
can affect anyone, any-
where, at any time,” she
added. “It’s a part of this
world that doesn’t pick
and choose. It can affect
anyone, any age, any
background.”

Margraf said she looks
forward to learning more
about the Grosse Pointe
community and its resi-
dents in her new role, but
also making sure others
learn about Kevin’s Song
and its mission of empow-
ering communities, rais-
ing awareness and
providing support to
those affected by suicide.

“I’m a month into it,”
she said. “I want to reach
more and more people. I
want to be in front of the
right people at the right
time and let them know
they’re not alone. That
goes for survivorship, too,
the families, letting them
know they’re not alone

and telling them we’ll get
through this with you.

“... I'm here to help
people understand what
suicide and suicideology
are about.”

In her role, Margraf will
be responsible for over-
seeing the administration,
programs and strategic
plan of Kevin’s Song. The
Rochester Hills resident
said she plans to be a
familiar face in the com-
munity, but won’t limit
herself to the area.

“We’re based in Grosse
Pointe, but we serve all of
southeast Michigan,” she
said. “We want to expand
through the state. I plan
on having office hours at
least once a week in
Grosse Pointe. I want to
meet with families, busi-
nesses and organizations
for collaborative efforts
and sharing information.”

Margraf and an army of
experts on the subject of
suicide are available to
speak to schools, busi-
nesses and organizations.
Getting the word out is
priority No. 1.

“People need to know
(suicide is) OK to talk
about,” she said. “It’s a
healthy, positive thing to

talk about this topic.”
Margraf earned a
Bachelor of Arts degree in

family life education and
a Master of Arts degree in
organizational manage-
ment from Spring Arbor
University. She also
earned a Master of
Business Administration
degree through the
Executive Education
Program at Oakland
University and is a certi-
fied fundraising executive
through CFRE
International.

“We’re thrilled to wel-
come Jennifer as our new
executive director and are
certain her extensive pro-
fessional experience, cou-
pled with her dedication
to our organization’s mis-
sion, will make her a
transformative leader for
Kevin’s Song,” co-found-
ers Gail and John Urso
said in a joint statement.
“We are confident that
her strategic vision, lead-
ership and compassion
will guide us toward even
greater success in our
fight against suicide.”

“Four weeks in, I've
gotten some amazingly
wonderful support,”
Margraf noted. “I'm look-
ing forward to meeting
more people and getting
the word out.”

For more information
about Kevin’s Song, visit
kevinssong.org.

Registration open for Kevin's Song 8th annual Conference on Suicide

Registration is open for
Michigan’s largest confer-
ence on suicide — the
Kevin’s Song eighth
annual Conference on
Suicide: Continuing the
Conversation, which fea-
tures a roster of leading
mental health profession-
als, educators and
experts. The conference
takes place Jan. 25 to 27,
at Saint John’s Resort,
44045 Five Mile,
Plymouth.

The three-day confer-
ence brings together edu-
cators, mental health
professionals, profes-
sional trainees and stu-
dents, business and
community leaders, as
well as the public, survi-
vors of suicide loss and
attempt survivors and
their family members. It
addresses suicide as a
public health crisis to bet-
ter understand and pre-
vent suicide while helping
to build pathways to bet-
ter models of prevention
and treatment in order to
save lives. It features key-
note and breakout ses-
sions, as well as supportive
resources for attendees.

“We’ve always believed
that by coming together
and sharing knowledge,
experiences and compas-
sion, we have the power
to create a world where
hope conquers despair,”
said Kevin’s Song co-
founders John and Gail
Urso in a joint statement.
“Our annual Kevin’s Song
Conference on Suicide is
a testament to the dedica-
tion of countless individu-
als and organizations
committed to preventing
this tragedy. Together, we
can inspire change, pro-
vide support and save
lives. We invite you to join
us at this year’s confer-
ence to be part of the solu-
tion and make a difference
in the fight against sui-
cide.”

New for 2024 will be a
pre-conference training
day Wednesday, Jan. 24,
featuring educational ses-
sions for clinicians,
including safeTALK, QPR
(Question, Persuade and

Refer) and AMSR
(Assessing and Managing
Suicide Risk).

The conference break-
down is as follows:

Thursday, Jan. 25 —
Youth Mental Health &
School Summit, pre-
sented by The Children’s
Foundation and Macomb
County Community
Mental Health, focuses on
integrating schools,
youth-serving organiza-
tions and clinicians to
promote suicide preven-
tion and mental well-
being for youth.

Friday, Jan. 26 —
Continuing the
Conversation About
Suicide Prevention, pre-
sented by Corewell
Health, Priority Health
and the Dolores and Paul
Lavins Foundation,
includes an array of pre-
sentations that engage cli-
nicians and suicide
prevention advocates to
enhance their knowledge
and skKills to prevent sui-
cide. In addition, compli-
mentary registration will
be offered to any student
or professional trainee in
a behavioral health or
medical-related field of
study in a Michigan uni-
versity or college pro-
gram.

Immediately following

SMART move

Grosse Pointe Sunrise Rotary President Sherrie Jones stands with Rotary
member Steve Ahles, who gave a presentation on the Rotary’s Action Group for
Addiction Prevention, named Project SMART, during the club’s meeting Nov.
14, at Ford House. As a part of SMART, Grosse Pointe Sunrise Rotary is spon-
soring a safe drug disposal program with the Grosse Pointe Woods Public
Safety Department to increase local public safety and decrease environmental
impacts of unwanted medicines.

PHOTO COURTESY OF BOB GRAMBO

Friday’s conference pro-
gram, Kevin’s Song will
host the 2024 “Saving a
Life Award” dinner hon-
oring individuals or orga-
nizations that exemplify
outstanding service to the
community in suicide pre-
vention. The evening,

which is sponsored by
CNS Healthcare, will con-
clude with a Concert of
Hope and Healing by the
University of Michigan
Department of Musical
Theatre.

Saturday, Jan. 27 —
Surviving Suicide — A

Journey of Hope and
Healing, presented by the
Joseph J. Laurencelle
Memorial Foundation,
focuses on survivors of
suicide. Loss survivor La
Toya Bond and Scott

See OPEN, page 6B

Join us to celebrate

the wonder and joy of Christmas!

Sunday, Dec. 17

Music Sunday: GPUMC Chancel Choir sings
“Nativity Suites” by Benjamin Harlan.

9:30 am, in the sanctuary & via livestream/video

Tuesday, Dec. 19

Blue Christmas service of healing and support.

7 pm, in the chapel

Sunday, Dec. 24

Weekly morning worship, 9:30 am
Family-friendly early service, 4 pm
Traditional Christmas Eve service, 9 pm

In the sanctuary & via livestream

211 Moross Road, Grosse Pointe Farms

313-886-2363

www.gpumc.org

Livestream/video: https://gpumc.info/SundayMorningWorship
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Obituary notices are purchased and often prewritten by family or friends. While
we try to run obituaries as submitted, we nevertheless reserve the right to edit for

accuracy, style and length.

Joanne Honsvall-
Berg

Joanne Honsvall-Berg,
79, died peacefully
Friday, Dec. 1, 2023, sur-
rounded by family in
Lake Elmo, Minn.

“Jonie” was born April
23, 1944, in Grafton,
N.D., to Ralph and Phyllis
Honsvall. She moved to
Grosse Pointe in 1969,
with her then-husband,
George G. Berg, and co-
owned a furniture and
gift shop called
Something Special. After
moving to Stillwater,
Minn., in 1990, to live
closer to family, she
found her passion help-
ing the community by
working for the St. Croix
Valley United Way.
Through the United Way,
she was an incredible
advocate for people in
need and, as director of
development, worked
tirelessly on behalf of
donors in the area.

Joanne was active in
the arts and retail com-
munities in both Grosse
Pointe and Stillwater and
was a collector of fine art,
furniture, pottery and
antiques. Her hobbies
and interests included
cooking with family, gar-
dening, sewing and
crafts. She was extremely
proud of her Norwegian
heritage and spent time
cooking and baking
Scandinavian recipes
and enjoyed spending
time with the Sons of
Norway. She devoted
much of her time and
energy as a caregiver to
family members, includ-
ing her daughter, Lisa,
until she passed away at
age 51.

Joanne was prede-
ceased by her parents,
Ralph and Phyllis
Honsvall; and her daugh-
ter, Lisa Kay Berg. She is

survived by her son,
George Granger Berg II,
and his daughters,
Madison and Amelia
Berg; Lisa’s children,
Kirsten Burk (Brian),
Corey Petro and Kevin
Gardner; her great-
grandson, Morgan Burk;
her siblings, Paul R.
Honsvall, Mary Lou
Sandager (Paul) and
James M Honsvall; as
well as many nieces and
nephews.

A family memorial will
be held at a later date. In
lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to St. Croix
Valley United Way, bit.
ly/3NmysUe, or the Sons
of Norway, bit.
ly/3RgwFkr.

The family extends a
special thank you to
Lifespark Hospice.

Paula R. Nagel

Paula R. Nagel, 61,
passed away peacefully
at home Wednesday,
Dec. 6, 2023, surrounded
by her family after
bravely battling cancer.

She was married to her
best friend, James “Jim”
Nagel, for more than 41
years. She was a proud
mother to Elise Nagel
Taylor (Mitchell A.
Taylor II) and Teresa
Nagel Froman (Matt
Froman); loving and fun
Nonna to Guy Taylor and
Jackson Froman; dear
sister to Ginger Allen and
Josie Christiansen; and
caring friend to many.

Paula was born Feb.
16, 1962, in Detroit, to
Tom Randazzo and
Beverly Lupi. She was a
resident of Grosse Pointe
Woods for 30 years.
Paula proudly started her
career with GMAC in
1980, as a financial ana-
lyst. She was a devoted
employee and continued

to work for GMAC/Ally
Financial for her deco-
rated 43-year career.

Visitation for Paula
takes place 1 to 8 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 14, with
rosary at 7 p.m., at A.H.
Peters Funeral Home,
20705 Mack, Grosse
Pointe Woods. A funeral
Mass will take place at 10
a.m. Friday, Dec. 15. She
will lie in state at 9:30
a.m. at St. Joan of Arc
Catholic Church, 21620
Greater Mack, St. Clair
Shores.

In lieu of flowers,
memorial donations in
Paula’s name may be
considered to the
Capuchin Soup Kitchen,
cskdetroit.org/ways to_
give/monetary_gifts.

Rose-Anne
Michael

Rose-Anne Michael,
96, passed away Friday,
Dec. 8, 2023. She was
a previous resident of
Grosse Pointe Shores.

Rose-Anne was the
beloved wife of the late
Michael J. Michael, M.D;
loving mother of Michele
Scott (Larry), Michael J.
Michael Jr., M.D., Mari-
Terese Michael and
Monique Agosta (Sam);
proud grandmother of
Alexandra, James
Michael, Adrianna
(Keith), Patrina (Drew),
Vita (Thomas) and
Mario; proud great-
grandmother of Sam,
Gianna Rose, Thomas,
Ariana Simone and
Salvatore; and dear sister
of Teresa Nehra (the late
John). She also is sur-
vived by many loving
nieces and nephews.

A funeral Mass honor-
ing Mrs. Michael took
place Monday, Dec.
11, at St. Joan of Arc
Catholic Church, with

Joanne Honsvall-Berg

entombment at
Resurrection Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions are preferred to the
Capuchin St.
Bonaventure Monastery,
thecapuchins.org/donate.

Share memories with
the family in the online
guestbook at wujekcalca
terra.com.

Shirley Rose
Brady

Shirley Rose Brady, 99,
passed away peacefully
Tuesday, Dec. 5, 2023.

She was the cherished
sister of Gloria Easterday
(the late James) and the
late Leo Lenhard (Julie);
adored aunt of Greg
Schroeder (Marcia),
Steve Schroeder (Laurie),
Betsy Brown (Fred) and
the late Danny Lenhard
(Kathy); and loving
great-aunt of Rory
Schroeder, Leah
Schroeder, Laura
Erikson, Melissa Erikson,
Alex Erikson (Michelle),
Maddy Lauer (Zach) and
Mitch Lenhard.

Shirley was born July
18, 1924, to Leo Lenhard
and Orielda Baker. She
obtained a Bachelor of
Science degree in educa-
tion and a master’s
degree in education from
Wayne State University.
Shirley was a decorated
teacher for the Warren
Consolidated Schools
district for 32 years.

She was a member of
Unity Church in Royal
Oak, the Newman Club
of Wayne State, Borders
Buddies of Birmingham,
Kiwanis of Birmingham
and A Course in Miracles
study group. Shirley

usan Vallan, 76,
Spassed away un-

expectedly at her
Grosse Pointe Farms
home on Sunday, De-
cember 3, 2023. After en-
joying her nightly piece
of chocolate and a Coca
Cola while watching the
Game Show Network
in her favorite chair,
Sue closed her eyes and
peacefully rejoined her
husband of 50 years, Ron-
ald, who predeceased her
in 2020.

Sue was born in De-
troit on April 23, 1947 to
Joseph and Marie Sten-
zel, who, along with two
of her sisters, Joan and
Ann, predeceased her.
She is survived by her
children Anthony “Tony”
(Shelly), Lisa (Michael
Francescutti), and Ron-
ald. Sue was a proud
grandmother to Madison
(Ben Peters), Nick, An-
drew, and Jake. Sue is
also survived by her sis-
ter, Edna (the late John),
brother-in-law, Dave
(the late Ann), and many
nieces & nephews. Sue
was well loved by many
friends and seven grand-

Susan Vallan

dogs who adored her and
the belly rubs & treats
she gave freely.

In addition to being
a homemaker, Sue was
the “First Lady” of Young
Supply Company, accom-
panying her husband Ron
as they hosted dozens
of company parties and
trips with employees and
customers over the years.
Live music and dancing
were among Sue’s favor-
ites and she always lit up
the room with her gen-
uine smile and friendly
conversation.

Sue’s  family and
friends were her priori-
ty. She took the role of
being a mother seriously,
always involved in ac-
tivities and school func-
tions. Over the years,
she remained a mother
and grandmother first
and foremost, but also
became a trusted best
friend and continued
source of welcomed wis-
dom & advice to her chil-
dren and grandchildren.
Birthdays, holiday cele-
brations, and family trips
were a must, with de-
tails and menus planned
months in advance. Sue
loved showing her appre-
ciation for others with
kind words, gestures,
and thoughtful gifts and
cards. She cherished her
friendships.

Before breaking bread
with family or friends,
Sue enjoyed her signa-
ture cocktail - a Woodford
Reserve served neat in a
snifter glass with a side of
ice and a lemon wedge.

Sue knew what she liked
and while she and her
husband dined at some of
the finest restaurants in
the world, she preferred
the comfort foods back
at home. Mama Rosa’s,
Buddy’s Pizza, The Orig-
inal Pancake House, Big
Boy, National Coney Is-
land, and burgers at Irish
Coffee were among her
favorites. Cafe Epicure
& Mediterraneo in Flor-
ida were other favorites
as well as Da Edoardo
Grosse Pointe, where she
ate once a week at her
table.

Sue enjoyed dining out
and talking with friends
she’d see at her regular
places, but would also
want it noted that she was
an excellent cook and
made countless meals
for family and friends to
enjoy. Home cooked Ital-
ian meals were a family
favorite.

Time in the sun was a
must. While in Florida
for the winter months,
“Wine-Down  Wednes-
days” at the pool was
one of her favorite tradi-
tions. Sue enjoyed pre-
paring her famous sau-
sage & peppers dish to
share with her girlfriends
during their weekly gath-
ering filled with stories &
laughs.

Daily word games
played online, with her
sister and other friends,
was something that Sue
enjoyed. Euchre games
were serious business
and Sue was the one to
beat. Slot machines,

whether played on her
iPad at home, or in-per-
son at a casino, were an-
other favorite pastime.
Sue and the video poker
machines at The Wynn in
Las Vegas had a friendly
but ongoing love-hate re-
lationship.

In the last few years,
Sue looked forward to
making her weekly picks
in a Pick Six football pool
that she played in with
over 700 other people.
Despite knowing little
about football, and nev-
er doing well in the pool,
Sue’s competitive and
determined nature final-
ly paid off in the end. A
couple of days after Sue’s
passing, her family and
friends couldn’t help but
smile when they saw
that Sue correctly picked
all six teams before she
passed and posthumous-
ly won the weekly pool!
A longtime family friend
pointed out that this was
Sue’s way of letting all
of her family and friends
know that she truly died
a “winner” and that, in-
stead of being sad, we
should celebrate her
wonderful life.

Services will take place
on Saturday, December
16, 2023. In state 9:30
AM until the 10AM fu-
neral mass at St. Paul on
the Lake Catholic Church
- 157 Lake Shore Rd,
Grosse Pointe Farms, MI
48236

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to St.
Jude Children’s Research
Hospital.

geriel

Paula R. Nagel

Rose-Anne Michael

Shirley Rose Brady

loved traveling and read-
ing. She also enjoyed
going up north and
spending time with fam-
ily and friends. She will
be dearly missed.

Visitation will be held
Thursday, Dec. 21, from
noon until the memorial
service at 1:30 p.m. at
A.H. Peters Funeral
Home, 20705 Mack,
Grosse Pointe Woods.

In lieu of flowers,
memorial donations may
be considered in Shirley’s
honor to a charity of the
donor’s choice.

Ann Burns

Ann Burns (nee Reed),
88, passed away Sunday,

Dec. 10, 2023, sur-
rounded by her loving
family.

Ann was predeceased
by her husband of 60
years, Don; son, Kevin;
parents, Jack and
Elizabeth; and siblings,
Kathryn, Tom and Bill.
Ann is survived by her
children, Beth (Joe), Julie
(Dan), Kathy and
Maureen (Jeff); grand-
children, Kerry, Tom,
Sean, Teo, David, Tim,
Christina and Jeffrey;
great-grandchildren,
Tommy, Patrick, Giada,
Paige, Ella, Skylar, TJ,
Liam, Lincoln, Theo,
Claire and Jackson; long-
time family member,
Tim; and many loving
cousins, nieces and neph-
ews.

Ann Burns

A lifelong resident of
Grosse Pointe Farms,
Ann was born Feb. 4,
1935. She graduated
from St. Paul High
School. She worked for
45 years at Henry Ford
Cottage Hospital, in the
kitchen, as a radiology
technologist and as head
of the radiology depart-
ment. Ann completed her
degree at the University
of Detroit while raising
five children and work-
ing full time and went on
to be the administrator of
outpatient services.

Ann was a lifetime
member of St. Paul on
the Lake Catholic
Church, where she was a
Eucharistic minister and
volunteered for many
events. She also volun-
teered at the Capuchin
Soup Kitchen and Bon
Secours Hospital. She
was devoted to her faith,
family and many friends.
Ann loved life; she was
always up for an adven-
ture and rarely missed a
party or celebration.

A funeral Mass will be
held at noon Friday, Dec.
15, at St. Paul on the
Lake Catholic Church,
157 Lakeshore, Grosse
Pointe Farms.

Donations in Ann’s
memory may be made to
The Helm at the Boll Life
Center, helmlife.org/
donate, or Capuchin
Soup Kitchen, cskdetroit.
org/ways _to_give/
donations/. Share a mem-
ory at verheyden.org.

EVENTS:
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at (313) 882-9600 for the
following;:

@ Electronic Device
Tutoring, noon to 3 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 15.

Ford House

The Edsel & Eleanor
Ford House, 1100
Lakeshore, Grosse
Pointe Shores, offers the
following programs:

¢ Holiday Main
Residence Tour, offered
various dates through
Sunday, Dec. 31. Costs
vary.

@ Cookies with Santa,
2 p.m. Saturday, Dec.
16. Cost is $20 for mem-
ber children, $30 for
nonmember children.

@ Accessible Holiday
Tour, Tuesday, Dec. 19.
Costs vary.

For tickets and infor-
mation, visit fordhouse.
org.

Rotary

The Rotary Club of
Grosse Pointe hosts its
next meeting at 5:30
p-m. Wednesday, Dec.
20, at Village Grille,
16930 Kercheval, City of
Grosse Pointe. Maj.
Patrick Linford will
highlight the many oper-

ational and institutional
career opportunities in
the U.S. Army. Email
grossepointerotary@
gmail.com.

Blood drives

The American Red
Cross hosts the follow-
ing blood drives:

¢ 1 to 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 20,
Jefferson Masonic
Lodge No. 553, 22000 E.

11 Mile, St. Clair
Shores.

¢ 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 21,
American House
Lakeshore, 28801
Jefferson, St. Clair
Shores.

Register at redcross
blood.org.

GPPSS

The Grosse Pointe
Public School System
hosts the following infor-
mation nights:

¢ 6:30 p.m. Monday,
Jan. 8, for rising fifth
graders at all district
middle schools.

4 6:30 p.m. Wednesday,
Jan. 10, for rising fresh-
men at both district high
schools.

4 6:30 p.m. Thursday,
Jan. 11, for kindergarten
and Young Fives, at all
district elementary
schools.
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AAUW awards winners of ‘Listen to Women’ contest
Exhibition open until Jan. 5

The Grosse Pointe
chapter of American
Association of University
Women hosted its third
annual art contest, fol-
lowing the theme “Listen
to Women,” in which
high school students
were invited to submit
artwork that explores
“the life of the woman” —
celebrating her achieve-
ments, honoring her
inspiration, predicting
her future or portraying
issues she currently
faces.

The AAUW as a whole
and the Grosse Pointe
branch work to advance
equity for women and
girls in society. The local
branch achieves this by
awarding scholarships,
providing funding for
local robotics programs
and through the art con-
test, which was proposed
by member Kathy

First-place winner Emily Gayed, who entered two
pieces to the contest, won for “Multicolored,”

shown beside her.

Conlon.

Conlon sent letters to
20 art teachers at high
schools in Grosse Pointe,

Niamya Deems received an honorable mention for
her piece, “Oh, How I Love Being a Woman.”

Harper Woods, Detroit
and other communities,
inviting students, ages 14
to 18, to enter. Entries
were judged on interpre-
tation of the theme, dem-
onstration of artistic
ability, originality and
quality of art, overall
design and wuse of
medium.

The work was judged
by Elizabeth Gauthier, a
teacher at College for
Creative Studies in
Detroit.

Fraser High School
student Emily Gayed
won Best of Show for her
entry, “Multicolored.”

“I’'m thankful and
grateful for the opportu-
nity of winning and
accepting the first place
$200 prize in the ‘Listen
to Women’ gallery,” she
wrote in a thank-you
note to the AAUWGP.
“Through my inspired
work, I got to express
myself and the struggles

Above, Rose Garling poses with her
third-place win, “Voices Through
Print.” Left, Christina Johnson
earned second place for her artwork,
“Unknown Afterthoughts.” Below,
Harmonie Loza stands with “Grace,”
which won an honorable mention.

of minority women and
finding their identity. I
hope I get a chance to
reconnect with such an
amazing organization
again.”

The second place win-
ner, who was awarded
$150, was Christina
Johnson, for her piece,
“Un known
Afterthoughts.” Third
place went to Rose
Garling for her piece,
“Voices Through Print.”

Garling received $100.
Honorable mentions
were awarded to
¢ Niamya Deems for
“Oh, How I Love Being a
Woman”

®Ava Edalski for
“Mighty Ruth”

¢ Ella Gilbert for “Her
Fruits”

¢ Harmonie Loza for
“Grace”

The exhibition is on
display through Friday,
Jan. 5, in the Grosse

Pointe Artists Association
gallery in The War
Memorial, 32 Lakeshore,
Grosse Pointe Farms.
Hours are 9 a.m.to 7 p.m.
Monday through
Thursday, 9 a.m. to 4
p-m. Friday and Saturday,
and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Sunday.

The work also may be
viewed on the GPAA
website, grossepointeart
center.org, under
“Exhibitions.”

Wild Lights named USA Today 10Best winner

The people have spo-
ken. The Detroit Zoo
has one of the best hol-
iday light displays in
the country.

USA Today
announced Wild Lights,
presented by Strategic
Staffing Solutions, was
named a 10Best Zoo
Lights contest winner.
The Detroit Zoo’s

Christ the King
Lutheran Church

and Preschool

annual holiday event, a
sparkling spectacle that
features millions of
twinkling lights adorn-
ing nearly 500 unique
displays, was nomi-
nated for the award by
a panel of relevant
experts and catapulted
into the top 10 by zoo
lovers across the coun-
try via an online poll.

Mack at Lochmoor ¢ 884-5090

www.christthekinggp.org
SUNDAY
8:30 a.m. - Bible Study
9:30 a.m. - Worship Service

WEDNESDAY
10 a.m. - Bible Study
7 p.m. - Worship Service
Randy S. Boelter, Pastor
Making New Disciples-
Building Stronger Ones

Sunday School - During Service

Wild Lights runs on
select evenings through
Sunday, Jan. 7.
Highlights of this year’s
event include:

¢ The Enchanted
Trail, sponsored by
Kroger, which allows
guests to stroll through
an immersive forest
scape;

& Toyland, sponsored

by Michigan First
Credit Union, an
immersive installation
featuring lighted sculp-
tures of larger-than-life
toys;

¢ an underwater-
themed trail that trans-
ports guests to the
depths of the sea and

See LIGHTS, page 6B

St. Michael’s

St. Michael’s Episcopal Church, 20475 Sunningdale
Park, Grosse Pointe Woods, presents its next Lunch,
Laugh and Learn program Thursday, Dec. 21. The
Judelaires will perform “Songs of the Holidays.” The
program begins at noon in the church, followed by
lunch at 1 p.m. Turkey chili and veggie wraps are on
the menu. Reservations are required for lunch only,
but space will be limited. A freewill offering is
accepted. Call the church office at (313) 884-4820 to
reserve a seat.

(Sewice

Grosse Pointe

Congregational

. Church

‘ﬁ, (United Church of Christ)
«===- \Worship Sunday

2 at10:00 am

Rev. Richard Yeager-Stiver
An Open & Affirming Church

240 Chalfonte G.P. Farms
313-884-3075 * www.gpcong.org
WE HAVE AN ARTS MINISTRY

Masses

Friday — Noon

Saint
Ambrose
Catholic Church

15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park,
Michigan 48230-1302

Saturday Vigil — 4:00 p.m. )
Sunday — 8:30 and 11:15 a.m.
Tuesday — 8:30 a.m.

Thursday — 7:00 p.m.

(313) 822-2814 « stambrosechurch.net « facebook.com/stambroseparish
() Saturday Vigil is streamed online at 8:00 a.m. Sunday on our facebook page

St. Michael’s Episcopal Church
sharing the Light of Christ

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing,
give thanks in all circumstances

Sunday Worship at 10 am
followed by Coffee Hour in the parish hall

~ Join us online for Compline on Wednesdays at 7pm ~
a brief and assuring form of evening prayer
link on our homepage: stmichaelsgpw.org

20475 Sunningdale Park

313.884.4820 stmichaelsgpw.org

121423
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LIGHTS:

Continued from page 5B

includes a new, interac-
tive digital wall;

& Wild Lights Lodge,
a space to warm up and
enjoy festive décor and
drinks;

& three walk-through
light tunnels that serve
as perfect photo oppor-
tunities; and

& seasonal treats,
such as s’mores, hot
cocoa, warm pretzels
and more.

Learn more and pur-
chase tickets at dzoo.
org/wildlights.

OPEN:

Continued from page3B

Teichmer, an attempt sur-
vivor, are among the fea-
tured speakers. Following
the survivor presenta-
tions, attendees will have
an opportunity to meet
privately in group support
sessions facilitated by
mental health profession-
als. A portion of the
Saturday program will be
live streamed by Detroit
Public Television and via
Facebook LIVE.
Throughout the three-
day conference, attendees
may visit the Memorial
Forest — a quiet place

dedicated to those whose
lives prematurely ended.
Sponsored by Detroit
Wayne Integrated Health
Network, it is a place of
solace in the middle of a
busy conference center,
filled with lighted trees
adorned with the names
of those lost and those
honored. Attendees are
invited to remember their
loved ones with a person-
alized ornament.

This year’s conference
also features a resource
gallery and bookstore
courtesy of the Self
Esteem Shop.

Early bird rates run
through Dec. 31. The
three-day conference is

$300 per person; two-day
conference, Thursday and
Friday, is $275; single-day
pricing is $150 per per-
son.

Beginning Jan. 1, the
rate for the three-day con-
ference is $400 per per-
son; two-day conference
is $375 per person; and
single-day pricing is $200
per person.

The Saturday Survivor
program is $40 per per-
son. Student rates also
are available for the con-
ference with student ID.

Visit kevinssong.org for
more information about
registration, scholarships
or sponsorship opportuni-
ties.

GPAAS:

Continued from page 1B

How to help

Not only does Martin
want to educate the com-
munity about how to
handle an encounter with
a stray dog and debunk
myths about adoptable
pit bulls, but she also has
suggestions on how to be
part of the solution.

GPAAS provides a
facility where lost pets,
stray and injured animals
can be sheltered and
receive veterinary care
until they are reclaimed
or find a new home. Each
year, 400 to 500 animals
are placed.

“You can help by con-
sidering adoption, by fos-
tering a pet — mostly
dogs — and by helping us
walk big dogs,” she said.
“We walk all of the dogs
every day, three times a
day, seven days a week.”

Those interested in vol-
unteering should call
GPAAS for more infor-
mation.

Pet owners facing life
changes who are strug-

x

420542 Harper
« - (tennon and Harper)

(313) 884-1551

WWwWWw.gpaas.org

PHOTOS BY JODY MCVEIGH

Above, some of the cats and Kkittens are doubled up in their cages, as GPAAS is
over capacity with felines. Right, several dogs are being housed at the GPAAS
intake building because there’s no room for more at the shelter.

gling to maintain owner-
ship of their pet also
should reach out to
GPAAS. All shelters,
Martin said, are equipped
to help people struggling
to care for their animals.

“People should know if
they need help to reach
out to a shelter for food,
for veterinary care,” she

—

i

said. “Shelters are pre-
pared to help people
keep their pets. We have
resources they may need.
We don’t want them to
have to turn their pets in
or let them go. We’ve
helped with veterinary
care, food, cages, col-
lars.”

Those interested in

Animalé Available for
Adoption at gpaas.org

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
313-884-1551 OR www.gpaas.org

»
»

’5 Meet

" TUNTOR

Male,
6 months old,
Pitbull Terrier Mix,
6ray/White,

R

»

e

|

w

Meex
BERNADETTE
Female, 4 months old,
shorthair, White/Brown Tabby.'

| Open House Every Saturday
10:00anm-12:00pnr for Dogs & Cats

|

18554 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe, Michigan 48236
villagelockgp@gmail.com ¢ 313-881-8603

adopting or fostering an
animal are invited to visit
the shelter, 20542
Harper, Harper Woods,
from 10 a.m. to noon
each Saturday.

“You can come and
meet the dogs and cats,
and make an appoint-
ment to come back and
meet them individually,”

Martin said. “Then you
fill out an adoption appli-
cation. If you have other
animals, mainly other
dogs, you have to have
them meet. Then you can
adopt.”

Adoption costs are
$350 for a dog, $225 for a
kitten and $110 for a cat.

Because each animal is
treated to veterinary
care, “We don’t make

anything on cats or
dogs,” Martin said. “We
lose on every animal.”

Which is why dona-
tions are paramount for
GPAAS to continue its
operations.

The nonprofit is hoping
to raise $150,000 through
its annual appeal.

To make a donation to
GPAAS, visit gpaas.org
or call (313) 884-1551.

121423

Join Grosse Pointe Memorial Church
this holiday season as we await
the arrival of Jesus our Savior!

Sunday, December 24 - Christmas Eve

10:30 am*™

Advent [V Service (Childcare available)

5:00 pm*™

Family Service (Childcare available)

7:30* and 10:00 pm

Candlelit Service with Choir, Woodwinds, and Harp

[=]

nel =
[=]

GROSSE POINTE MEMORIAL CHURCH

“A light by the lakeshore”
16 Lake Shore Dr.

Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236
313.882.5330 | gpmchurch.org

*If you can’t join us in person, tune in to our livestream services.
Scan the QR code, or visit our YouTube channel at gpmchurch.org
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JAMES R.

FIKANY

REAL ESTATE CO.

Est. 1962

714 NOTRE DAME
GROSSE POINTE
313-886-5051

www.fikany.com

MOVIE JUNKIE MARK |

COMICS

COURTESY PHOTO

Photos like this, taken at Ford House, and other
forms of art are being considered for the flash art
contest sponsored by the Grosse Pointe News.

Flash art contest

Deadline is Saturday

The Grosse Pointe News is hosting a flash art con-
test, asking readers to submit a photograph, draw-
ing, painting or digital artwork — following a holiday
theme — by midnight Saturday, Dec. 16.

The contest is open to anyone and the winner will
receive a $100 gift card to Posterity Gallery. The win-
ning artwork may even be featured front and center
on page 1A of the Grosse Pointe News.

Send your holiday artwork in any two-dimen-
sional medium to media@grossepointenews.com
with HOLIDAY ART in the subject line.

ASK THE EXPERTS ByMegan Gunnell, LMSW

How to navigate the holidays with peace

As the holiday season
approaches, many of us
find ourselves caught in a
whirlwind of joy and
stress. While it’s a time for
celebration and connec-
tion, the pressures of gift-
giving, family gatherings
and social expectations
can cause us all to feel a
heightened level of stress.
As a psychotherapist, 1
often witness the toll this
season takes on our men-
tal health. However, there
are effective strategies to
cope with holiday stress
and cultivate a sense of
true peace during this
time of year.

1. Set realistic expecta-
tions:

One of the primary
stressors during the holi-
days stems from unrealis-
tic expectations. We often
envision picture-perfect
celebrations, complete
with harmonious family
interactions and flaw-
lessly executed events.
However, it’s crucial to
acknowledge that perfec-
tion is an unattainable
goal. Instead, focus on
establishing realistic
expectations for yourself
and your loved ones. Stay
present and connected to
the people and the experi-
ences right in front of you
rather than focusing on
the performative or per-
fectionistic aspects of
your holiday celebrations
and you’ll quickly notice a
big shift to your sense of

Food Gossip

By Nina Taormina
Guest Writer

The holidays are now
in full swing and the most
important thing at
Christmas isn’t the pres-
ents, lights or tree — it’s
THE MEAL!

If you don’t know about
this local family business
yet, allow me to introduce
you to the Fairway
Packing family. Emmet
Baratta Sr., and his
brother worked in the
meat industry at Belmont
Packing. After retiring,
sons Gene and Joe
wanted to carry on the
legacy of working in this
industry and Fairway
Packing Co. in Detroit’s
Eastern Market was born.

As a way to honor their
grandparents, they chose
the name Fairway, as
their home was the first
one built on Fairway
Drive in Grosse Pointe
Woods many years ago.

Decades later, the whole-
sale meat company has
become one of the big-
gest, if not the biggest,
top quality meat distribu-
tors in all of metro Detroit
and surrounding cities.

Chances are if you're
dining on a tomahawk
steak, filet or burger
downtown or locally, like
Grey Ghost, She Wollf,
Howlers & Growlers, Z’s
Pub and even Mr. Paul’s
Chop House, it’s from
Fairway.

By 2020, Emmet Sr.’s
four grandsons, Emmet,
Gino, Joey and Peter, had
successfully taken the
reins, made names for
themselves and were run-
ning a well-oiled machine
carrying on the
Fairway legacy. Then, the
pandemic hit.

Within hours, the res-
taurants they supplied
were forced to shut down.
With thousands of dollars
worth of meat aging in

Nina Taormina

special temperatures
inside their Eastern
Market facility, the
grandsons had some
scrambling to do.

As the weeks of quar-
antine got longer, the
Baratta crew started feed-
ing their neighbors.
Barbecue grills were fir-
ing up in backyards and
driveways day and night.
These guys weren’t going
to let their products go to
waste and instantly the
thought of going retail
entered Emmet’s mind.
Then the vision went to
paper. He called a meet-
ing with his cousins and
announced, “Guys, we're
going retail!”

In June 2022, in a
freshly built building on
Mack Avenue, in the city
that raised them, the
Baratta boys opened
Fairway Packing Steak
Shop. Now, you and I can
walk right in, any day of
the week, and purchase
the same top-quality
meats the finest of restau-
rants serve — and so
much more!

Displayed in the steak
shop’s state-of-the-art
refrigerated coolers is
every cut of meat you can
think of — choice and
prime meats to wagyu
and Piedmontese.

See FOOD, page 3C

peace, calm and connec-
tion.

2. Establish boundar-
ies:

The holiday season can
bring an influx of social
invitations and familial
obligations, leaving indi-
viduals feeling over-
whelmed. It’s essential to
establish and communi-
cate clear boundaries to
protect your mental and
emotional well-being.
Prioritize your commit-
ments and learn to say no
when necessary.

Allocating time for self-
care is not only acceptable
but vital for maintaining
balance. Whether it’s a
quiet evening at home or
a brief moment of soli-
tude, honoring your
boundaries can help you
avoid feeling overex-
tended or resentful.

3. Practice mindfulness
and relaxation tech-
niques:

In the midst of holiday
chaos, finding moments
of stillness can be trans-
formative. Incorporating
mindfulness and relax-
ation techniques into your
routine can significantly
reduce stress levels.
Consider taking short
breaks for deep breathing
exercises, meditation or a
leisurely stroll. These
practices help ground you
in the present moment,
allowing you to appreci-
ate the joy of the season
without succumbing to

overwhelming stress.
Engaging in activities that
bring you peace, such as
reading, listening to calm-
ing music or enjoying
nature, also can contrib-
ute to a sense of well-
being.

4. Embrace flexibility:

Unforeseen circum-
stances are an inherent
part of life and the holi-
days are no exception.
Instead of becoming
entangled in stress over
unexpected changes or
disruptions, cultivate a
mindset of flexibility.
Learn to adapt to unfore-
seen events with grace
and a sense of humor.
Embracing flexibility not
only alleviates stress, but
also allows for the discov-
ery of new, meaningful
traditions or experiences.

Approaching the holi-
days with curiosity, flexi-
bility and a willingness to
adapt can lead to surpris-
ing moments of joy and
connection.

5. Seek support:

The holiday season can
be challenging for many
people. Seasonal depres-
sion, social anxiety, grief
and loss or feelings of iso-
lation can be common this
time of year. Don’t hesi-
tate to lean on your sup-
port network when
feelings of stress arise.
Having a trusted therapist
to share your experiences
with can provide valuable
insights and emotional

support. Connecting with
a professional can provide
you with the nonjudg-
mental space to feel vali-
dated, heard and seen and
help you develop stronger
coping strategies to navi-
gate the complexities of
the holiday season. You
deserve to thrive. There is
no shame in seeking sup-
port.

Overall, the holiday sea-
son should be a time of
joy, connection and reflec-
tion. By setting realistic
expectations, establishing
boundaries, practicing
mindfulness, embracing
flexibility and seeking
support, it is possible to
navigate the holidays with
a renewed sense of peace
and serenity.

Megan Gunnell, LMSW,
is a local psychotherapist
and founder of the Thrive
Advantage Group. She’s
also a No. 1 bestselling
author, speaker, interna-
tional retreat leader and
coach who helps her cli-
ents learn to thrive at
work and at home. Visit
thriveadvantagegroup.
com or megangunnell.
com for more informa-
tion.

The Family Center pro-
vides free programs and
resources that help build
happier, healthier fami-
lies. Learn more at family
centerhelps.org.
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Dealing with difficult aging parents

Dear Gabby: I've
noticed my mom is
having a harder time
making decisions. I
have tried to guide her
with banking and
estate planning needs,
but sometimes I feel
she thinks I am trying
to take advantage. Do
you have any resources
or suggestions?
Truly Concerned

Dear Truly Concerned,

First, if it’s becoming
more difficult for your
mom to make decisions,
please be sure she is
seen by her physician.
There are several physi-
cal issues that can lead
to intellectual difficul-

ties. A complete physi-
cal will help rule out
causes. Then, if she is
still having problems,
her doctor can refer her
to a specialist for fol-
low-up assessments and
treatment.

As to your concern
about financial deci-
sions, this is a com-
mon issue as a parent
ages and it very often
foreshadows an evolv-
ing role reversal as to
the care needs
between a parent and
their child.

As a mother, she has
been the one to provide
care, comfort and
advice to her daughter
and now she is the one
who needs that assis-

tance. Change is not
easy for anyone.

The first step is
patience and making
sure your mom is part
of the solution.

As to practical steps,
seek the advice of an
attorney who special-
izes in estate planning
and/or elder law. In this
type of situation, a par-
ent often is more likely
to take the advice of a
professional easier than
if the recommendation
has come from their
own child.

The attorney can rec-
ommend estate plan-
ning documents, such
as powers of attorney,
that could allow a child
to assist with banking

and other financial mat-
ters. Usually, attorneys
favor powers of attor-
ney over adding a child
as a joint owner. This is
due to the fact that joint
ownership can affect
issues related to liability
and control.

Joint ownership could
also interfere with ben-
eficiaries listed in your
mom’s last will and tes-
tament or living trust.
The power of attorney
can include provisions
such as a monthly
review of bank state-
ments and an annual
accounting.

These provisions also
could reduce any issues
from other family mem-
bers who may be con-

cerned with your mom’s
financial affairs.

The team effort can be
continued through a
meeting with her banker,
who can assist in imple-
menting her estate plan-
ning documents and can
provide guidance as to
how best to safeguard her

accounts from scammers
and predatory actions.

— Gabby

We love problem-solving
and giving advice! Please
send us your questions &
problems to advice@
grossepointenews.com.

Managing my mother-in-
law during the holidays

DEAR ANNIE: My sig-
nificant other and I have
been together for nearly
14 years. His mother is a
huge issue in our relation-
ship, and this past
Thanksgiving was the
worst.

He has been divorced
from his first wife and
mother of his 21-year-old
daughter since before his
daughter was 2 years old.
His ex cheated on him
prior to their marriage
and during the marriage.
This devastated him for
years, especially after she

left him and took his
daughter.

His mother, who pres-
ents herself as a good
Christian, has always
blamed him for the mar-
riage ending, even
though his ex cheated
and left him.

On Thanksgiving, in
front of the entire fam-
ily, including his daugh-
ter, she said that she
didn’t blame the ex
because he had “made a
comment about an
attractive actress on
television when they

Cloudies aren’

My cousin, Anna Lizer,
recently overheard me say
I'wanted to try out a pair of
Cloudies, a shoe-slipper
combo that’s everywhere
on my social media feeds
(our phones hear what we
talk about, I'm pretty sure.)
She went right out and
bought me a pair.
Immediately, she shot to
the top of my favorite fam-
ily member list.

Officially called “The
Cloudies,” these shoes du
jour are touted as uber
comfortable footwear that
combine the concept of a
Croc, the ease of a slipper
and the laziness of an “I
can wear these for a quick
errand as long as not many
people see me” type of
energy.

Perfect, right? Especially
when the company uses a
tagline that tells you, “Say
goodbye to rough slippers,
hello to the softest on
Earth.”

The slippers, or shoe-
slippers, or wait a minute:
shippers? Whatever you
want to call them, the web-
site declares they will give
you “"THE SOFTEST
STEP YOU’LL EVER
TAKE, GUARANTEED.”
All caps. Now that’s saying
something.

“Our slippers are made
with 1.8inch thick EVA
material, known for its
softness and durability,”
the website says. “These

slippers will mold to the
shape of your foot, provid-
ing a customized and com-
fortable fit. You'll feel like
you’re walking on clouds.
We guarantee they are the
softest step you’ll ever
take.”

The choices are endless
both in styles and colors.
There are kid’s, men’s and
women’s Cloudies and var-
ious styles coined Cozy
Classic, Cozy Slides, Flip
Flops, Slides, “Flummy”
Slides, “Plushy,” “Fur,”
mules, sandals and socks.
Whew. Where to start?

Since I'm a big fan of my
UGG brand “tas-

first were married.”

How on earth does she
find that comparable to
someone cheating with
your spouse’s co-work-
ers and your spouse’s
childhood best friends?
Needless to say, it didn’t
end well, with my signifi-
cant other slamming the
door and leaving.

We are not looking for-
ward to family Christmas
with this woman! Help!
How do you set boundar-
ies with his mother and
let her know that she
isn’t as perfect as she

WeTried It!

thinks she is? There’s so
much going on here that
I don’t even know where
to start. — SIGNIFICANT
OTHER

DEAR SIGNIFICANT
OTHER: The best way to
set boundaries is to have
a conversation with your
mother-in-law before
you are together in a big
group. Even though you
were upset by her very
insensitive comments,
she is still your hus-
band’s mother. You refer
to her in your letter as

Dear Annie

by Annie Lane

“this woman.”

So it might be best if
your husband were to sit
down with his mother
and calmly tell her how
hurtful she was in blam-
ing her own son, which
does not do anyone any
good. His ex-wife’s infi-
delity likely caused their
divorce, not his casual
comment 20 years ago.

His mother’s opinion is
not only wrong, but it
hurts everyone across
the board. Her comments
hurt her son, her grand-

by Hannah Lizer

daughter and you, her
daughter-in-law. Perhaps
she is not aware of how
hurtful her comments
are and needs to hear it
from her son. If she gets
defensive, then all you
can do is understand that
hurt people hurt people
and she is not a happy
person.

Send your questions
for Annie Lane to dear-
annie@creators.com.
COPYRIGHT 2023
CREATORS.COM.

t quite as heavenly as promised

enjoy endless comfort for
your feet. The Cloudies are
soft, thick, and comfort-

I continued to wear them
over the course of the
week, hoping to break

That said, I would be
interested in trying a dif-
ferent variation of

able relieving your foot them in and “get used to Cloudies, because they do

and joint pain. Wear them
for 12+ hours without hav-
ing any discomfort.”

As someone who has
experienced plantar fasci-
itis in both feet after hav-
ing kids, a bunion and
various and sundry aches
and pains, [ was pumped to
get these. They arrived in
pretty short order, I ripped
open the package and put
them on. They were won-
derfully comfortable. This
is so promising, I thought.

both in styles and colors.
2.) There may have been
a user error on my end in
sizing. Even so, they are
cushy and the out-

man” slippers
(you will mistak-
enly show up at
the grocery store
with these on
due to you for-
getting you are
wearing them
because they are
so comfortable),
I wanted to give
the closest
equivalent in
Cloudies called
“Fur” a try.

I ordered a
pair of size 7,

side is washable so
they will stay clean.

The Cloudies
have a lot of good
qualities overall.
They are ugly-cute
and sold at a good
price point. And
there’s still a
chance you will see
me at Farms or
Village Market
rocking the pink
Cloudies, with little
to no shame. You'll
just know that’s
because I couldn’t
find my UGGs.

look so darn
comfortable.
Maybe in a slide,
a mule or a flip
flop. I wish I
could try on a
size 6 in the Fur
version, just to
see if my theory
is correct that I
needed to go
one size down,
but at this point,

pink Fur slip-

pers. They were on sale for
$39.99 from its normal
retail price of $69.99. As I
was making my selection,
I read that these specific
shoes will help me, “Take
a step into heaven and

Then, I started walking
in them. The shoes’ top
portion kept hitting the
bottom part of my legs as I
moved, uncomfortably so.
Maybe I needed to go
down in size? I'm not sure.

them.” Honestly, that
didn’t really happen.

I started wearing them
only when I couldn’t find my
UGGs to throw on. I guess
ultimately nothing can
compare to my OG slippers.

I'm not going to
waste the money on trial
and error.

I give this a strong 3.5
alligators for two reasons:
1.) These have potential
to be super comfy and
have a lot of versatility

You can find The
Cloudies at thecloudies.
com/collections/shop-
cloudies. Let us know if
you give them a whirl.
We’d love to hear what
you think.

We LOVE testing out
new things! Tell us
about your favorite item
or something you want
us to try for you! Drop
us a line at media@
grossepointenews.com.

3.5 0ut Of 5
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Budget friendly weeknight

Courtesy of Mombeau’s Table

This recipe is a perfect
weeknight go to. It’s easy
to make and more impor-
tantly cheap to make,
which is important in a
house full of seven people.

The kids just keep get-
ting bigger which means
they eat a lot more. I went
from doing a weekly gro-
cery shop to going about
four to five times a week.
I can’t keep up. So any
budget friendly meal that
I can come up with is a
life saver.

Sausage and zuc-
chini were the only
ingredients that I had
to buy and it fed every-
one. To be honest, I'm
the only one who really
loves zucchini but I
decided to make this
anyway. And guess
what, I had two out of
six say I made this veg-
etable tolerable
because I added sau-
sage. I will take that
compliment any day.

These “boats” are filled

with a sausage mixture
that almost tastes like
a meat sauce. I used
pork sausage but tur-
key sausage would
work really well, too.

The mixture is tossed
with lots of fresh basil
and a cheesy bread
crumb mixture, then
topped with more bread-
crumbs and cheese. It’'s a
fast bake in a hot oven.

This recipe is a nice
break from the typical,
heavy holiday food. Give
it a try.

Cheers, Mombeau
Basil Bread Crumbs

Y2 cup seasoned bread
crumbs

Y2 cup parmesan

Y4 cup fresh chopped
basil

In a small bowl add all
ingredients and stir.

Stuffed Zucchini with
Sausage

2 tbsp olive oil
Y2 chopped onion
2 minced garlic cloves

Y, 1b sweet Italian sau-
sage

3 large zucchinis
2 tbsp tomato paste

Y4 chopped basil
Y5 tsp, salt and pepper

Cut the zucchini in
half. Use a spoon or
melon baller to scoop out
the seeds and as much as
the yellow flesh as you
can. Be careful not to
break through the bot-
tom or the sides. You
want to create a boat.
Roughly chop the center
flesh and set aside.

Preheat the oven to
425. Add the sausage to

a skillet on medium
heat. Use a spatula to
break it up so there
aren’t any large chunks.
After about five min-
utes, add in the onion,
garlic and tomato paste.
Incorporate everything
together and then add
in the zucchini pulp,
chopped basil and pinch
of salt and pepper. Stir
everything together.

If there is extra liquid
from the zucchini, that’s
good! It will absorb into
the breadcrumbs.

Cook for about three
minutes then turn the
heat off. Add in half of
the basil bread crumbs
and give one final stir
to combine. Fill each
zucchini half with the
mixture and don’t be
shy.

PHOTO BY KAREN FERGUSON

Place them in a large
baking dish that has
been brushed with 1
tbsp of olive oil. Lay
each piece in and sprin-
kle the remaining
breadcrumbs over the
top. Drizzle the remain-
ing olive oil over each
one. Bake for 13-15
minutes or until the
tops are golden brown
and crispy.

Beaujolais

One of the world’s for-
gotten wines, but a
delightful diversion, is
Beaujolais nouveau —
that frivolous red wine
that is almost like white
wine with color.

For decades, Beaujolais
in all its forms has been a
multifaceted “little” wine
and an all-purpose joy,
praised for its versatility.
As a light red, regular
Beaujolais works with
almost any food and has
an uncomplicated person-
ality that’s easy to like.

But Beaujolais has
three faces. It’s either
“nouveau,” a chillable
quaffer that comes out in

time for Thanksgiving
meals. Or it’s a light red
that works nicely with
light meals. Then there is
the more serious cru
Beaujolais, a deeply fla-
vored cousin of Burgundy.

All are made from the
gamay noir grape, and
the wine rarely costs a
lot; for decades it was the
refuge of those on a bud-
get. Even today, expen-
sive cru Beaujolais are
roughly $25 to $30 a bot-
tle and at their best can
offer seductive flavors
for a fraction of what
you’d pay for anything
else with such breeding.

Regular Beaujolais is

even less expensive, at
about $12 to $15.

Today we are seeing
the release of the 2023
Beaujolais nouveau and
2021 regulars and crus.
And one taste is all you
need to determine how
fun these wines are.

The Beaujolais with
the greatest reputation
are the crus, which come
from one of 10 cru
Beaujolais districts. A
few of them (such as St.
Amour, Chiroubles and
Brouilly) are aimed at
earlier consumption.
Basically, you buy them
and drink them soon
with almost any food.

And it is one of the few
reds that is fine to chill.

Another group of cru
wines age nicely for
three or four more years
includes wines such as
Morgon, Moulin-a-Vent
and Julienas. Some actu-
ally are best after a
decade.

Where Beaujolais
nouveau is more for par-
ties and instant quaffing,

the more “serious” cru
wines are so deeply fla-
vored that in some cases
they seem to be baby
Burgundies.

Some people drink
Moulin-a-Vent and don’t
even know it is a
Beaujolais. Indeed, in the
unusually hot year of
2003 throughout Europe,
some wines got so exotic
that the wines were com-
pared with Burgundy.

One of the delights in
Beaujolais nouveau is that
the main aromas are pretty
much like biting into a
grape. The fruit is worn on
its sleeve, its juiciness is
evident from the first whiff
and the tannins in the wine
are entirely from fruit. The
wines aren’t aged in
small barrels, so there’s
no wood tannin.

At one time, a number
of U.S. wineries made a
gamay that was like
Beaujolais nouveau, but
the style went out of
favor. One of the best
decades ago was made
by Napa producer

FOOD:

Continued from page 1C

They offer burgers,
Italian sausage, chicken,
pork chops, hotdogs and
seafood, too. In one cor-
ner of the shop is an
extensive wine wall,
which includes a variety
to choose from to pair
well with your cuts of
choice. Speaking of cuts,
they also carry their favor-
ite steak knives and grill-
ing utensils for all your
needs, as well as season-
ings, rubs, cutting, and
charcuterie boards, too.
Now this is a place to do
your Christmas shopping!

This holiday season,

Fairway has some excel-
lent gift giving packages.
A standing rib roasts
package of four, six
boneless ribeye roasts,
half or whole. Two beef
tenderloins, ready to
roast! They even have the
holiday favorite,
Dearborn Spiral Hams.
The sampler packs are
my personal favorite. A
taste of the most popular
items! Starting at $139,
you will get two filet
mignon, three chophouse
burgers, two ribeyes, 2
New York strips...and
the best seasoning salt
there ever was! I use it on
everything! Choice,
Prime, Wagyu, and
Piedmontese package

price points to make your
choice easy. These pack-
ages are available for
pre-order through Dec.
20 with a pick up date of
Dec. 22, so get those
orders in soon! View all
these juicy options by
clicking the link in bio on
their social media pages,
or call direct at (313)-
332-5114.

If none of these options
fit your liking or budget,
you can build your own
gift package in store.
Nash & Giulia are on
hand to help you pick out
the perfect items! And
hey, if you don’t know
what to choose, a gift
card is always a great
idea.

shopping that evening.

night anyone?

Fairway Packing Steak
Shop Events

Fairway Packing Steak Shop offers classes for
up to 12 people, so grab some foodie friends and
sign up online. But hurry: They sell out quickly.
Guests of any class get 10 percent off of their

» Sous vide — Participants of this class learn the process of this form of
steak preparation and cooking. Along with the class itself, a wine sampling
is included for $75. You can purchase a sous vide machine while you’re there.

» Steak & Wine Pairing — This class, which takes place Jan. 17, allows
participants to sample specific cuts of meats and the best wines that pair with
them perfectly. Not too shabby for $100.

* You can also host your own private party at the shop. Wine tasting ladies

Visit them seven days a
week at 20877 Mack,
Grosse Pointe Woods.
Always check their social
media pages for weekly
specials like BOGO burg-
ers and my favorite,
“Victory Monday” after a
Lions win: 10 percent off.
Go Lions!

There’s never a dull
moment with the Baratta
boys. You have my word
on that. They stand by
their products and love
the community that made
them succeed in carrying
on their family name and
legacy. Now get those
Christmas standing rib
roasts ordered.

Stay tuned. Stay hungry.

Charles Shaw, whose
winery eventually closed.
The name is now used by
the Trader Joes chain of
stores on several wines
that have nothing to do
with Beaujolais.

At least two dozen pro-
ducers of Beaujolais bring
wine into the United
States. Today Trader Joe’s
is carrying two wines

from the largest producer
of Beaujolais, Georges
Duboeuf.

No Wine of the Week.

To find out more about
Sonoma County resident
Dan Berger, visit the
Creators Syndicate web-
page at www.creators.
com. COPYRIGHT 2023
CREATORS.COM.

17051 Kercheval Avenue /

Grosse Pointe (313%) 332-5236

sidecarslidervar.com

in the Village

Come in for
Yellow Belly

PERCH DINNER

includes fries,
cole slaw or salad
and a warm roll

PHILLY CHEESE

Swiss Cheese, peppers & onions

Sl IEEER N TNV
‘ :r‘«U:Q\‘s‘ IERS UN [T OWINY

STEAK SANDWICH Delivery available

Kennedy’s

IRISH
CEFEEE

BAR%GRILL:

through Doordash,
Grubhub and UberEats.

OPENISUNDAYS,
NOONGHIPME
©omeYwatehythe

LIRS Camel//

5IBURGERS!

18666 Mack Ave., Grosse Pointe Farms
CALL for CARRY-OUT

313-881-5675 ¢

(=

SEE
MENU
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BUMPER
LOVE

Beep, beep! SMALL FAVORS GP bumper
sticker is a cool stocking stuffer or a great
little gift to insert in a holiday greeting card.
Appreciate the value of someone special’s
car with this great little gift.

POSTER POWER

For the poster or art aficionado, this charming Grosse
Pointe poster, above, from the POSTERITY GALLERY is a
shoo-in for favorite gift! Local buildings are hand-drawn
in inks and watercolors in precious detail with a folksy
feel that will warm the chilliest heart. You can also get it
framed at the gallery to make it an extra special gift.

DECKER
THE
HALLS

A DECKER DESIGN STUDIO has teamed up with PARIS
WEST to create a throw blanket that elevates home decor to
the next level. Alex Decker brings her love of bold and bright
colors to Paris West's iconic Checker-Gingham Throw to create
a fresh new twist on this best selling piece for the home.

This custom project is a new frontier for both parties — and is
an exceptional way to add even more of an interior designer’s
touch to the look of your decor.

The lovely throws are made in the Midwest, from 100% royal
baby alpaca, just like all of Paris West's beautiful, sustainable
heirloom-quality soft goods. The buttery, silky soft feel of their
throws has customers saying they are “luxury to wrap yourself
in." Who wouldn't want THAT for Christmas?

For more exciting and attractive designer goods - the duo
also has a collection with Shinola Hotel and Shinola Home.

For a holiday gift that is practical as well as beautiful, you
can'tgive anything finer forthe home than these conversation-
starting throws with real local appeal.

Wrap up your shopping by wrapping loved ones in stylish
warmth this season.

GIFTING

We certainly never tire of celebrating all the ways that the Grosse Pointes are uncommonly
special and noteworthy. As Christmas draws ever closer, it seemed the perfect time to scour our
incredible local shops for holiday gifts that are unique to the Pointes in the most interesting,
heartwarming and fun ways. These gifts will bring a smile to anyone who lives, works or plays
in the marvelous Pointes, the place we call home.

THE
KEYTO
THE CITY

NEWPORT GP, "brother” store to Village Palm, has become a
Grosse Pointe favorite for menswear and more. This cool 313
embroidered keychain makes a great gift or stocking stuffer for
the guy on your list who hasn't forgotten where he comes from.
Shop NEWPORT GP for high-quality gifts they'll adore - for
men and more.

YOU ARE HERE

For a gift that gets BIG oohs and ahhs, (and will get
used every day) pick this Michigan-themed wooden
cutting board with Grosse Pointe called out on the
map. It's from SMALL FAVORS and carved from
beautiful oak wood with wood-burned accents. A
perfect gift with local flair.

MICHIGAN,
ONA
PLATTER!

SMALL FAVORS has a great
selection of local-themed
gifts to choose from.
Female-founded, owned
and operated for over 15
years, SMALL FAVORS offers
everything from the perfect
hostess gifts, baby gifts and
Michigan-made treats and
treasures. This beautiful
serving platter, left, makes
every gathering just a bit
more special for guests and
family.
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THE SCENT OF HOME

SMALL FAVORS is a specialty gift boutique
that Grosse Pointers know and love. With a
wide variety of gift items from home goods to
milestone keepsakes, this shop has it all. Like the
Home, Sweet Home scented candle, left, by Ella B,
labeled with our hometown name, the gifts

are personal, high- quality and memorable.

Happy shopping, Grosse Pointe!

GIFTS FROM
THE HE(ART)

POSTERITY GALLERY has a

mission. That mission is to promote
engagement in the community
through art, from exhibitions of local
artists to the groundbreaking Art
Takeover Project, launched in 2023.
Check out some of their amazing
giftideas! Each one brings local
beauty, quality art and a warm feel for
community into your home.

COASTALONG TO SOME FAMILIAR PLACES

Gift someone with exquisite taste this lovely War Memorial tile/coaster, above left, from
POSTERITY GALLERY. The tile is based on a painting of the beloved landmark and adds a
charming bit of history to the decor.

Everyone loves elegant souvenirs of home like these beautiful Detroit and Michigan tiles/
coasters, above and below. Each one portrays a familiar and well-loved scene of the places we
call home. It's fun to hand-pick each tile with a special person in mind for whom the gift would
be a personal and special reminder of a favorite place. All from POSTERITY GALLERY.

AYEAR OF
BEAUTY

The stunning 2024 calendar,
left, features paintings

of local scenes by artist

and Grosse Pointe native,
Will Schippert. Available

at POSTERITY GALLERY,
this gorgeous calendar will
delight your family every
month, all year. It's a perfect
gift for neighbors and friends
that honors our beautiful
community landmarks and
treasures.

NEED TO ZIP OFF A FEW NOTES?

READING TO RIESLING

Lleave it to THE LEAGUE SHOP to stock this cute 48230/48236

FLYLEAF is an intimate gathering place filled with great coffee, delightful fare, stationery, above. Ribboned notepads feature the famous GP ZIP
top-notch libations and a thoughtfully curated selection of books. Flyleaf's code that's even better than Beverly Hills! A great party favor or gift for
Grosse Pointe tote bag is a fantastic gift designed to be roomy - with space your card group, book club or your children’s teachers, this cute
for everything a great day might bring. Visit for ideal gifts that will charm your stationery has the familiar signature colors to boot. It's a little something
book and wine lovers. fun to merry up the season even more. Make a note of it!
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SHOUT OUT LOVE
FORTHE POINTES
WITH SIGNATURE CITY
CLOTHING AND GEAR

TIE UP

THE CAMPUS SHOP is your one-stop shop for all things
Grosse Pointe. Give Camper Dan a shout for the best gifts -
hoodies, t-shirts, sweatpants and more.

The heather and blue GP sweatshirt, will become a closet
staple for comfort and fun. GP logo cap, below left, is a must-
have for every sporty Grosse Pointer. THE CAMPUS SHOP has
a great selection of hats and other Grosse Pointe wearables.
It's one gift that's a sure thing under the tree.

A GREAT GIFT!

THE LEAGUE SHOP has the ideal tie for the
loyal Grosse Pointer. These beautiful silk ties
in green or navy feature an embroidered
logo that tells just how you feel. Makes a
wonderful gift for your favorite fella.

MERRY PINK-NESS

Unique winter activewear for men and women can be found at

CORNER ACTIVE & LEISURE. The store carries elevated leisure clothing
with a polished edge that will make everyone look their best in the
new year. The Grosse Pointe sweatshirt, hat and pouch, below, make an
adorable trio of gifts for your favorite lady, BFF, sis, mom, auntie and more.
Give them a fresh look for working out - or running around the Pointes.

PREPPY NEW YEAR!

No matter the time of year, VILLAGE PALM has a little something for anyone
and everyone on your list. The store is known for its overall preppy factor, adding
some beloved pink and green GP love to the neighborhood. They carry a wide
variety of brands such as Lilly Pulitzer, Sail to Sable, Stoney Clover Lane, Hanky
Panky, and many more. The navy Grosse Pointe crewneck sweatshirt, above,
totally belongs in her closet.

WEARIN’
THE PANTS

For her: pink sweats that show her true colors and a little old
fashioned Grosse Pointe pride. She'll jog, lounge or sleep in
style with a little help from THE CAMPUS SHOP.

A stroll through THE CAMPUS SHOP during the holidays is a
real treat. You never know what you'll find- but you know it will
be special - as well as something that will be well-utilized and
treasured. Make her day with something fun!

FILLYOUR
HOLIDAY
WITH LOCAL
STYLE

THE CAMPUS SHOP has a
tee for those who love the
313. Touch the heart of the
trendy guy or gal on your list
with a cool shirt or other 313
gear from everyone’s favor-
ite graphic wear store - THE
CAMPUS SHOP

SIPONA
MUGFUL OF LOVE

If you are lucky enough to know that “someone in Grosse Pointe
loves you,” SMALL FAVORS has just the ticket to help you celebrate
that fact. A great gift for the kids, spouse or anyone you truly love and
want them to know it. The attractive and sturdy mug has a large easy-
grip handle and holds your coffee, tea or Christmas cocoa in loving
style. Make someone smile!
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A LITTLE PIECE OF HOME

WILD BIRDS UNLIMITED carries Whistling Frog destination tiles, like “Lake St. Clair” and “Grosse
Pointe,” both of which show a beautiful lake vista familiar to Michiganders and Grosse Pointers alike.
WILD BIRDS UNLIMITED was named a Grosse Pointe News Best of the Best winner for “Best Place to
Buy Michigan Gifts," several years in a row. Check them out for unique local gift ideas.

THE GIFT THAT
GIVES ALLYEAR

There’s always that hard-to-shop-for person who has everything. What
to buy them?The GROSSE POINTE NEWS is one easy idea that will have
them thinking about you every week for a year! For under $50, your
dad, mom, grandparents, boss or friend will be thanking you often
as they enjoy keeping up with the community and savoring local
stories that bring smiles. Comes with a gift certificate for wrapping.

TINY
BUNDLE

GIFT SOME LITTLE LOVE NOTES

Every visit to SMALL FAVORS is a chance to discover new and unique
gifts and goodies that make perfect gifts for every occasion.

SMALL FAVORS is on Kercheval in the Village, so it's
a convenient place to start your holiday shopping.
This oh-so-sweet baby onesie is a precious pick from
grandma to their little cherub, to remind him or her
that local love surrounds them.

These adorable note pads, above and right, are cute holiday tokens or stocking stuffers for everyone special
to you. Group them with a nice pen or journal and you have a lovely and personal gift for a favorite person.

WHERE

TO SHOP:

A Decker Design

(313) 655-1700

email: alex@deckerdesign.com
adeckerdesign.com

Instagram: @deckerdesign

The Campus Shop

17114 Kercheval Avenue
Grosse Pointe
campusshopusa.com
Instagram: @thecampusshop

Corner Active & Leisure
15124 Kercheval Ave.

Grosse Pointe Park

(313) 821-4941

Instagram: @thecornerstudiogp

Flyleaf

92 Kercheval Ave.
Grosse Pointe Farms
(313) 771-5544
flyleafgp.com
Instagram: @flyleafgp

Grosse Pointe News

16980 Kercheval Place

Grosse Pointe

(313) 882-6900
grossepointenews.com
Instagram: @grossepointenews

The League Shop, Inc.

16847 Kercheval Ave.

Grosse Pointe

(313) 882-6880
theleagueshop.com
Instagram: @theleagueshopgp

Newport

17133 Kercheval Ave.
Grosse Pointe

(313) 882-7256
Instagram: @newport_gp

Posterity Art & Framing
17005 Kercheval Ave.

Grosse Pointe

(313) 884-8105
posterityartgallery.com
Instagram: @posterityartgallery

Small Favors

17112 Kercheval Ave.
Grosse Pointe

(313) 887-1774
shopsmallfavors.com
Instagram: @smallfavorsgp

Village Palm

17131 Kercheval Avenue
Grosse Pointe
(313)882-7256 (PALM)
shopvillagepalm.com
Instagram: @villagepalm

Wild Birds Unlimited

20381 Mack Ave.

Grosse Pointe Woods

(313) 881-1410
wildbirdsgpw.com

Instagram: @wildbirdsunlimited
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PHOTOS COURTESY OF CG CINEMA, NEUE BIOSKOP FILM AND SCOPE PICTURES
Mia Wasikowska as Amy in a contemplative mood in the 2021 movie
“Bergman Island,” directed by Mia Hansen-Love.

MOVIE REVIEW
“Bergman Island”
2021 - Rated R
1 hr 52 min
2. 8.8 88X

Ingmar Bergman is a
towering figure in 20th
century filmmaking. I saw
my first Bergman movie
“The Seventh Seal” back
in a film class in high
school. In it, a knight
plays chess with the Grim
Reaper and it’s a cine-
matic treatise on the
meaning of life, death,
and the very existence of
God. Pretty heady stuff
for a teenager. Over the
years, I've seen many of
his works, and have to
say, a good deal of his
movies are subtle, dark,
and yes, somewhat
depressing at times. But
they’re definitely worth
watching.

In the 1960s, Bergman
moved to Faro, a harshly
beautiful island off the
coast of Sweden in the
Baltic Sea. He lived and
worked there until his
death in 2007, and he
made many of his more
popular films on the
island. It’s also the setting
for this fascinating film
from French writer and
director Mia Hansen-
Love.

Chris (Vicky Krieps)
and Tony (Tim Roth) are
filmmakers who travel to
Faro for a working vaca-
tion. Tony is an estab-
lished writer/director,
while the younger Chris’
career is just getting
started. The couple rent
Bergman’s home, hoping
it inspires them in their
endeavors. When the
caretaker gives them a

tour of the place, she men-
tions that Bergman filmed
“Scenes from a Marriage”
there, which ended up
causing millions of cou-
ples to get divorced. You
immediately think this
just might be a bad omen
for the two.

They quickly settle into
the slow pace of island
life. Tony works in the
main house while Chris
ends up in the studio in
the converted windmill on
the property. That’s where
she attempts to work
through a writer’s block
on her new screenplay.
Naturally, they visit the
Bergman Center, which
showcases the master’s
films and has an extensive
gift shop — something
Bergman himself would
find quite amusing. Tony
is invited to screen one of
his own films, and after a
Q&A, adoring fans mob
him, looking for auto-
graphs. You get the sense
that, even though she
never admits it, Chris is
slightly jealous of his
fame.

The couple makes plans
to take the “Bergman
Safari” which is a guided
tour on a bus. As absurd
as it sounds, it’s appar-
ently a real thing. Tony
ends up going by himself
while Chris hooks up with
a young film student, who
gives her his own per-
sonal tour of his favorite
Bergman spots. The cou-
ple have a great time in
each others company, and
even though you suspect
they’ll get romantically
involved, their relation-
ship remains strictly pla-
tonic.

About half way into the

movie, Chris admits she’s
at an impasse in writing
her new film. When
prodded, she gives
Tony the details of the
story. It’s here where
“Bergman Island” gets
interesting. We now
follow her story of Amy
(Mia Wasikowska), a
young filmmaker who
travels to Faro for a
friend’s wedding. There
she reconnects with an
old flame Joseph
(Anders Danielsen Lie).
The two were a hot item
in their teens and early
20s, but both have
moved on. It’s a fasci-
nating story within a
story, and in many
ways proves more inter-
esting than that of
Chris and Tony.

Amy has a young child
who’s left in the care of
her mother while she
attends the wedding. Just
as Chris has left her own
daughter behind. I read
that Ms. Hansen-Love
was also in a relationship
with an older man, the
well-known French direc-
tor Olivier Assayas. So if
you think about it, it’s a
story, within a story,
within a story. Go figure!

I haven’t seen a
Bergman film in years,
but I still recognized sev-
eral locations that were
used in his movies. The
desolate, barren island
features some dramatic
rock formations and
beautiful, sand-swept
beaches. Even if you’ve
never seen one of his
movies, [ think you’ll
appreciate this Bergman-
influenced film. The cine-
matography is first rate.
And the score is wonder-

ful as well. It’s full of lilt-
ing melodies mainly
performed on harp with
the occasional hint of bag-
pipes, which creates a
Celtic mood — a perfect
accompaniment to the
lonely, Nordic scenery.

“Bergman Island” was
nominated for several
international awards
including the Palme d’Or
at the Cannes Film Festival
and I can see why. It’s a
beautiful, thoughtful
movie that I really enjoyed.
It’s also another one of
those movies that should
be better known.

Currently streaming on
Kanopy (with your library
card), Hulu, and to rent on
Prime Video.

My rating system:

% A real stinker. A
movie that is so bad,
you’re embarrassed to
admit you’ve seen it,
but you have to rate it
nonetheless.

%% So-so. Not a total
waste of time, but you
would have been better
off reading a good book.

%% % Pretty good. In
fact, if there weren’t any

other movies in your
queue, you might watch
it again.

* % %% One you’d
recommend to friends.

* k%% So good
you’d actually go out and
buy it!

About this column:

My main focus is on
films that I feel have
gone under the radar and
deserve more recogni-
tion.

They include both
mainstream and indie
films streaming on ser-
vices like Netflix,
Hoopla, and Kanopy.

I’'ll also review note-
worthy new theatrical
releases as well.

For movie trailers, visit
youtube.com.

If you have any sugges-
tions, feel freeto emailme at:
dominmark@yahoo.com.

Also, if you're look-
ing for more recom-
mendations, be sure
to check out my blog:
moviejunkiemark.
blogspot.com.

Vicky Krieps as Chris and Tim Roth as Tony
discuss their projects.

Amy, played by Mia Wasikowska and Joseph, played by Anders
Danielsen Lie, take the ferry to Faro.

Amy (Wasikowska) and Joseph (Lie) chilling.

Amy (Wasikowska) cutting loose at the wedding
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Cookies with Santa

Photo story by Renee Landuyt

Ford House began its Cookies with Santa program Saturday, Dec. 2, during
which the Jolly Old Elf makes his annual stop to visit local children. While
waiting, youngsters can write letters to Santa, then visit with him and Mrs.

Claus fireside. After sharing what’s on their list, Santa will give each child a

cookie to take home.

King Laws put his
letter in Santa’s
mailbox, just like
Santa instructed
him to do after
Laws visited with
the Clauses.

Gina Morasso went right to Mrs.
Claus’s lap and was mesmerized
when she read the letter Morasso
wrote.

Alice Wamsley holds up the letter she
wrote to Santa while waiting her turn
to see him.

Weekly Horoscopes

Moon Alert: There are
no restrictions to shop-
ping or important deci-
sions today. The Moon
is in Capricorn.

Happy Birthday for
Thursday, December 14,
2023:

Your flamboyance can
call attention to you.
You are a philosophical
truth-seeker. You have
given to others this
year. In 2024, you will
take time to renew your
spiritual or religious
beliefs. You will explore
philosophies that get
you closer to the true
meaning of your life.

@ ARIES

(March 21-April 19)

Today you will make a
great impression on
parents, bosses, VIPs
and the police -- all
authority figures in your
life. In fact, this could
lead to a sudden boost
in your income. Gifts
and favors might come
your way. It’s a good
day to seek a loan or ask
for help from others.
Tonight: You're noticed!

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)

Unexpected opportuni-
ties to travel might fall in
your lap today.
Likewise, a surprise
chance to take a course
or learn something new
might be an exciting
opportunity for you.
Meanwhile, relations with
people who are “different”
or from another culture or
a different country are
warm and rewarding.

Tonight: Explore!

GEMINI
(May 21-June 20)

Issues related to your
job, your health or your
pet will be positive today,
although full of surprises.
Something unexpected
will please you. You
might even receive a gift
or practical or financial
assistance from a partner
or a third party. A work-
related romance might
begin. Tonight: Check
your finances.

CANCER
(June 21-July 22)

This is definitely a
romantic, flirtatious day for
many of you. Admiration
from an wunexpected
source could be thrilling.
(It also might catch you off
guard.) Meanwhile, sur-
prise invitations to social
events, sports outings and
the arts will please you.
Children also might sur-
prise you. Tonight: Listen.

LEO

(July 23-Aug. 22)
This is a social, fun-lov-
ing time for you. And
today, you might spontane-
ously entertain at home. Be
smart and stock the fridge
so you have the option of
inviting people over or
responding to people who
show up on your doorstep.
Surprising news from a
boss or parent also might

occur. Tonight: Work.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

Romantic connections
in person or online will be
titillating today. All kinds
of possibilities are perco-
lating for you. Unexpected
invitations might come
your way. If so, you will
have to act fast, because
this window of opportu-
nity is brief. Enjoy your
day! Tonight: Socialize.

LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

This is a good day for fam-
ily discussions with a parent
or a female relative. In par-
ticular, you might discuss
financial matters or how to
take care of something that
you own. You might be able
to wrap up something that
has been problematic.
Someone might even repay a
loan. Tonight: Cocoon.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

Your social skills are tops
today, which is why you'’re
in a flirtatious, friendly
mood. Nevertheless, some-
one close to you might do
or say something that
catches you off guard.
Expect a few surprises.
Enjoy seeing new places

and meeting new faces.
Tonight: Learn something.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

Business and commerce
are favored today; how-
ever, there is an unstable
element present. Things
might happen quickly or in
an unexpected way. If you
perceive an opportunity,
act fast, because your win-
dow of opportunity will be
brief. Tonight: Check your
belongings.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

Today the Moon is in
your sign dancing with
fair Venus and unpredict-
able Uranus. This means
you will enjoy schmooz-
ing with friends and
groups. However, some-
thing might catch you off
guard. Hopefully it’s a
surprise invitation.
Parents should be vigi-
lant about their Kkids.
Tonight: You’re strong.

@ AQUARIUS

(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

Something going on
behind the scenes might
catch you off guard
today. Fortunately, it will
probably promote your
good name among your
peers. You look good
now, because fair Venus
is at the top of your chart.
No doubt others will ask
you for advice. Tonight:
Privacy.

@ PISCES

(Feb. 19-March 20)
Flirtatious vibes are in
the air today, and for some,
a platonic friendship could
turn romantic. Meanwhile,
sudden opportunities to
travel might fall in your
lap. You also might unex-
pectedly entertain at home.
Surprising news from a
friend or a group might
also be an eye-opener for

you. Tonight: Socialize.

BORN TODAY
Actress Vanessa
Hudgens (1988), actress
Natascha McElhone
(1969), actor, comedian
Ted Raimi (1965).

South dealer.

Contract Bridge

STRUCTURAL VISUALIZATION

sequence landed him in four hearts.
South took West’s king-of-spades

Cora Weiss listens as Santa reads aloud her letter, which contains her

Christmas wish list.

East-West vulnerable.

NORTH
41084
YAK62
¢K75
$1072
WEST EAST
¢KQJ652 a3
A AN Y1093
4J9 ¢Q10432
&J53 SAOR6
SOUTH
MA9T
vYQ874
¢AR6
&K Q4
The bidding:
South West North East
1 NT Pass 2% Pass
29 Pass 49

Opening lead — king of spades.

You run into good, bad and average
bridge players wherever you go. Some
bid well and play their cards badly;
others bid badly and play their cards
well; some bid and play well; others
bid and play badly.

The South in this deal was obviously
from the group that plays their cards
well. We wouldn’t know how to classify
his bidding from just this one hand —
all he did was to open one notrump —
but he certainly displayed a fair amount
of skill in the play after a Stayman

lead with the ace, played a heart to
the king and a low club back. East
followed low, and South won with the
king. After cashing the Q-A of hearts,
declarer led another club from dummy,
East taking the ace and returning a club
to South’s queen.

Declarer still had three tricks to lose
— two spades and a diamond — but by
this time he was certain he could avoid
the loss of one of them and so make the
contract.

He knew East had no more spades;
otherwise, East would have returned
a spade rather than a club after taking
the ace. West’s hand therefore became
an open book. He had started with six
spades and had already shown up with
two hearts and three clubs. Hence, he
could not have been dealt more than
two diamonds.

So, South cashed the A-K of dia-
monds and led a spade. West took his
two spade tricks but then had to yield
a ruff-and-discard, handing South the
contract.

Note that South could have placed
East in a similar position by leading
a third diamond rather than a spade at
the critical moment. It would then have
been East rather than West who would
have been forced to yield the fatal ruff-
and-discard.

©2023 King Features Syndicate Inc.

——— Dy Steve Becker m——
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“Can you gift-wrap something

UNIVERSAL
Sudoku Puzzle

with your eyes closed? It’s for you.”

Complete the
grid so every row,
column and 3 x 3
box contains
every digit from

1 to 9 inclusively.

Previous puzzle
solution

© 2023 by Andrews McMeel Syndication

11/30 Solution

Universal Crossword

Edited by David Steinberg December 14, 2023

Garfield

Popeye

Beetle Bailey

wo2'afadod

© 2023 PAWS, INC. All Rights Reserved.
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Puzzles  and

Family Circus

Jim Davis

Distributed by Andrews McMeel Syndication

Bud Sagendorf

Greg, Brian, Neal and Mort Walker

©2023 Comicana, Inc. Distributed by King Features Syndicate.

Blondie

Chris and Dean Young
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Over The Hedge
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Michael Fry and T. Lewis

I CANT BE STUCK IN THE BACK
OF THE V WITH YOUR COUSIN
QUACKING AWAY ABOUT

CRYPTOCURRENCY.

Tom Wilson

ACROSS 50 Muscles 7 Bridal 33 Funny
1 Help illegally worked by hairstyle, business?
5 Outback bird crunches perhaps 35 Therapy topic
8 “Your work is 51 Run 8 Loom 37 Pieces of a
amazing!” smoothly 9 Some crime machine
14 Actor 52 “Mr. Blue families 38 Turn ___ (flee)
ﬁub%rjonois Sgy” arp. 10 Similar (to) 39 Pay no mind And ca
15 Jay-Z’s genre 53 TSA___ 11 Tasseled cap 40 Evidence at
16 Manage Check 12 Summer some trials y pp Reg Smythe
somehow 54 Enduring drink suffix 41 Tease
17 *King or aspect of 13 “...___ _doI” 44 Postgradu-
queen, e.g. one’s life 18 Dance ate’s project
19 COVID 56 Baptism and associated 45 Should,
vaccine others with the informally
producer 58 Like Stephen Moulin 47 PR team’s
20 Scent Sondheim Rouge concern
21 “It’s open!” and Ira 22 Alternative to 48 Game sites
23 Coloron 74% Gershwin oatmeal 49 Painted or
of world flags 61 *Assist on 25 $200, for the Mojave
24 Sgt., e.g. “Who Wants world’s most 52 Looking at
26 Actress ToBe a expensive 54 Stead
Stubbs of Millionaire?” fries 55 Detective’s
“Sherlock” 63 Response 27 “When We lead
27 See to “Look at ____Young” 57 Ingrid’s
36-Across that!” 28 Slippery “Casablanca”
30 One of many 64 Prefix swimmer role
in the Sistine meaning 29 “Dynamite” 58 Captain Kirk,
Chapel “one” group to Dr. McCoy
32 *A fitted one 65 Claudius : 31 NBA star 59 Opposite of .
& hardto A 32 Bomy's 60 Marry Wizard of Id Created by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart. Currently by Mason Mastroianni
34 Personal Lion King” counterpart 62 Seedy fruit -
s prefgrences 66 Sofrgond b = g
36 27-Across efeated by s B
27-Across defeatec PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER 2 5
37 Midwestern 67 ___ roll = B
clock setting (Asian food) g E
.. and a hint 68 Aide: Abbr. 2 2
to what can DOWN E kil
follow the 1 Dog’s E
start and repetitive =
precede the bark
end of each 2 “| hate to be
starred clue’s the _ of
answer bad news ...” 2 £
40 Release, as 3 Putintoa g <
a song cipher = 5
42 Parmesan 4 Overflow = g
relative (with) = =
43 *Occasion 5 Clinton ____
to hire a 1993-2001 H :
babysitter 6 WSS ) F Minus Tony Carrilo
46 B"Lolf,ess Sg%?te:rﬁg a 12/7 Solution ¢ =
prog p 9 © 2023 by Andrews McMeel Universal
Www.upuzzles.com
1214 Before and After by Emma Oxford
IMGLAD YOU
ARE OKAY WITHMIGRATING
SEPARATELY FROM THE OTHERS.

Glenn McCoy

Flying McCoys

[© 2025 Glenn and Gary McCoy/Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication
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Peanuts Charles M. Schulz

WWW.SN00pY.Com

©1976 Peanuts Worldwide LLC, Dist. by Andrews McMeel

Hank Ketchum, Scott Ketchum,

Hagar The Horrible Dik Browne and Ghris Browne Dennis the Menace Ron Ferdinand and Marcus Hamilton
Crankshaft Tom Batiuk and Dan Davis
Crock Created by Bill Rechin and Brant Parker “DO YA NEED A DRIVER'S LICENSE OR A

PILOT’S LICENSE TO DRIVE THIS THING?”
The Lockhorns Bill Hoest, Bunny Hoest and John Reiner

© 2022 by Mediagraphics, Inc. Dist. by North America Syndicate

Mother Goose and Grim Mike Peters
“IT6... A BATHROOM SCALE’
) Close To Home John McPherson
Carpe Diem Niklas Eriksson
B.C. Johnny Hart and Mason Mastroianni
Wumo Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler ~ Marmaduke Paul & Brad Anderson
Reality Check Dave Whamond ~ Bizarro Dan Piraro and Wayno

“You may have four paws, but you
still get only one stocking.”
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@Kiu scoon Together:

£ Eivernnn Prooi It! s

©2023 by Vicki Whiting, Editor  Jeff Schinkel, Graphics  Vol. 40, No. 2 Are you an eagle-eyed reader?
Read the article below and circle

= | the eg'gh_t errors you find. Then
wish, click, swoosh. Swish, sure. But for hundreds of years, | 127" " C:rr;flceﬂy on the lines
click. Click! Click! kids have been sliding stones '
CLACK! “GOAL!” and other objects across ice A Long Overtime
with sticks and tree branches. Ahoockey game is usually
These are the lively sounds of Over the years, in different playsdm three 20-minute
How many silly a hockey game! parts of Europe, a variety 4 periods. ~‘

i of games played on ice
things can you games pray But in the 1936 Stanley Cup

find in this Who were the first people to with sticks and sliding objects
between the montreal Maroons
hockey scene? play hockey? No one knows for ~ were created. and the detroit Red Wings, the
scorre was tied at the end of
- - the three periods. The game
Wf[ | goed into overtime.
AL **= A hockey puck The teams battled for 116
slammed into the article about minute and 30 seconds before
pucks, scatterin ¢ the letters Detroit’s Modere “Mud”

Bruneteau scored the won

a,band c. Can You put them goal in a 1-0 victory.

all back where they belong?

Ho_key pu_ks weren’t _Iw _ys
m_deof _|__kru _erlike they
—re tod_y. The e_rly pu_ks were
pro_ _ _ly _ _lls, ut other
obje_ts,su_h s stones, lumps of
—o_l, or frozen _ow or horse
poop were _lso used. Wooden

How many
hockey pucks pu_ks were used for m_ny ye_rs.
can you find on Mothers sometimes put hot =

this page?

» _ _ked pot_toes into their

_ _hildren’s sk_tes so th_t the
/. sk_tes would _e _0ozy _nd w_rm
/e = when the _hildren re_ _hed the

! Na
N ‘

Standards Link: Physical Education:

rink or pond. The pot_toes were
not thrown _w_y. They

Understand the role of sport in a

diverse world (e.g., the influence of

S eventu_lly froze and were used
—S pu_ks. Althoughru_ _erw s
professional sport in society).
<>
~ ° ° x P E N s E w H R P Source: Backcheck: Hockey for Kids
‘e Unscramble the answer! Library and Archives Canada

invented in 1939, it w_sn’t until
.
The Zambani’ 1 Kﬂ@m
Ice Resurfacing

the I_te 1880s th_t
someone thought of
°
Machine Words
Words

European settlers
in Canada developed

the game of hockey as
) we know it today. The
il 777

first rules of the game

m_king ru
were published in a g 1u_ _er pu_ks.

-. .

Ice hockey players push off and
skate in bursts of speed up to 30 10 = Look
miles per hour! These quick ° 8 through today’s
starts, stops and turns chew up 2: :7 newspaper for
the ice very quickly. words that go
Wlth the game Standards Link: Writing: Use strategies to
In 1949, a man by the name of of hockey. The edit written work.
Frank Zamboni solved the problem 13 14 el e (5
of rough, chopped-up ice. He o e nouns, verbs

invented a machine that smoothed or adjectives. FREE DOWNLOAD:

the ice by applying a layer of ’e 16 15 .
water which freezes to the top of o . Pu;%%wogds KL& SCOQ
the ice surface. This machine is 220 o1/ n order.

Teacher

. 18 -
still used today. It smoothes the P c?rt:;ﬂ?;g?dlgrr]\tlffy : |
ice and is called a Zamboni® ice = ° °® nouns, verbs and Ac&v;k\j ?QCR.
i 1 1ts 1 | adjectives in writing.
resurfacing machine after its inventor! 20 19 et o

in alphabetical order.

With hundreds of topics, every
Kid Scoop’ printable activity pack
features six-to-seven pages of
high-interest extra learning _

ZAMBONI and the configuration of the Zamboni® ice resurfacing machine are registered trademarks of the Zamboni Company.

Kid Scoop Puzzier Doubley . unie Word Search

B - - ind th inth | activities for home and
Icy Art Can you redraw the pattern a skater left on the ice HOCKEY F;'nd the worcis ;1” the puzzle. school! Get your free
v}vlithout ?’rossing over any lines or removing your pencil from STICKS ow ﬁrrr]fjngnotkfise;;g;:?n you sample today at: —
the page” g PUCKS @ kidscoop.com/activity-pages/
7 AMBONI SHL F TP OUL CE
PENCIL KRSARHUTIIKM
INVENTOR A OEEOOICTIA
POTATOES |1 T s CcOCZNKG
Thi k’ d:
cozy ENKTYTOECS & OBJECT
SKATES One meaning of the noun
GAME S SENUIBAPYD object is any solid thing that
RINK YVIPMCTITZN can be seen or touched.
Sally looked for an object
TH(I)N S NRASTEKAOO to slide across the ice.
FROZE
NI1TZLEYSSCP Try to use the word object
POND = in a sentence today when
CO AL Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical talking with your friends
Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions. words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns. and family members.

Write On!
Hockey Happiness

Write an alliteration about
ice hockey. Alliteration is
the repetition of initial
consonant sounds in two or
more neighboring words.

'suey Iy} Example: Awesome ants
031 350p> Aeys A3y | :HIMSNY always agitate!

FROM THE i) LESSON LIBRARY

(=

Good Sport

List characteristics of someone displaying
good sportsmanship. Ask students to look in
the newspaper for a picture of an athlete
demonstrating good sportsmanship and
explain why they chose that picture.

Standards Link: Physical Education: Understand the elements of
socially acceptable conflict resolution in physical activity settings.

S

Annual subscription,

delivered weekly with
24/7 online access

It's what's most important to you, to your
kids, to your family. It's easy to stay on top

of what is happening around you with the Subscribing is easy.

Gl‘ QSSe P Ointe NQWS or visitcggl)gggf)?;?l?iggzevs.com
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Blue Devils retain bragging rights
over North in rivalry showdown

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

The atmosphere in the
Grosse Pointe North
gym last Wednesday
night, Dec. 6, was full of
energy for the latest
installment of the cross-
town rivalry in boys
basketball. The
Norsemen welcomed in
Grosse Pointe South for
an early-season hoops
showdown that ulti-
mately ended up as
largely one sided. The
Blue Devils took control
with hot shooting and
never looked back,
cruising to a 73-52
rivalry win.

A couple of quick
North baskets to start
the game set the
Norsemen out on a good
pace, but it did not take
long for South to take
over. The Blue Devils’
scoring frenzy began in
the first quarter where
they managed to put up
26 points, pulling ahead
26-12 after the first
eight minutes.

“The offense that we
run is pretty free-flow-

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

South junior Adam Czarnik drives past Benjamin Dragich of North on his way to the basket during the
Blue Devils’ 73-52 victory against the Norsemen on Dec. 6.

ing,” South boys basket-
ball head coach Steve
Benard said. “All the
guys have a pretty good
stroke and were looking

for their shots. We had
a couple really good
days of practice, 1
thought, leading up to
the game and thought

that we wanted to come
out fast. That was the
game plan, to come out
fast and really just get
after it, and we got some

open looks and were
ready to knock them
down.”

South did not slow
down in the second

quarter, nearly doubling
their output from the
first frame. North’s
offense still managed
what would be a good
pace in most games, but
it was not enough to
keep up with how hot
the Blue Devils were, as
South led 50-30 going
into halftime.

The halftime break
did nothing to slow
South’s roll, and the
second half began with
senior Karter Richards
knocking down four
straight shots from
three-point land.
Richards was not the
only Blue Devil who was
hot from beyond the
arc, especially in the
second half, as junior
guard Tory James made
his presence known
with deep shots
throughout the game.

With a 71-39 lead in
favor of South going
into the fourth quarter,
both sides spent much
of the final frame allow-
ing younger players off
the bench to get some

See HOOPS, page 4D

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK

Knights’ four-sport star is leader
on and otf ice for defending champs

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Allie Roth is a jack of
all trades. The Liggett
senior is a varsity ath-
lete in four different
sports, including

varsity field
hockey, swim-
ming, lacrosse

and ice hockey.
Some might
think that the
workload of being
a four-sport ath-
lete is a lot to
handle, especially
when she was
dual-rostered ths
past fall in two
sports, swimming
and field hockey.
However, for
Roth, it is just the
way things have

always been, and she the different team the

“I've basically played
everything which has
been really cool,” Roth
said. “... I'm so used to
it and I like having all
the different experi-
ences...it’s nice having

Grosse Pointe News
ATH ETE
WA Ty

Allie Roth

School: University Liggett

Srin Ehe)

year. We really bond as
a group.”

Right now, Roth’s
focus is solely on the
ice and winning another
championship with the
Liggett varsity girls
hockey team.
Roth is a captain
in her senior
season and is
looking to make
it four straight
state titles in
four years of
high school
hockey with the
Knights.

Although she
plays defense
now, Roth began
her hockey
career years ago
as a goalie. She
learned to skate
and play with
Grosse Pointe

would not have it any atmospheres especially Bulldogs, before her

other way.

with my teams this

Allie Does It All

 Varsity athlete in four sports: field hockey,
swimming, ice hockey and lacrosse

* Senior captain of Liggett girls varsity
ice hockey
¢ Has 4 points (2 goals, 2 assists) through
6 games in 2023-24

family helped start the
Michigan Lady
Icehawks travel club.
After the Lady Icehawks
folded, Roth played a
few years with the St.
Clair Shores Saints
before entering high
school. By then, a foun-
dation of friendship
and chemistry on and
off the ice was already

PHOTO BY LEON HALIP

University Liggett girls varsity hockey co-captain Allie Roth, second from left,
celebrates her last-second goal to tie the game against Grosse Pointe South ear-

lier this season.

cemented for Roth and
some of her fellow
Knights.

“All of us on the team
know each other so
well and I think that’s

why we have so much
success,” she said.
“Some of those girls I
grew up playing with
and played at St. Clair
Shores with or just

knew from around
town. That’s why
Liggett is so special
with hockey, because

See ATHLETE, page 2D
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BEFORE OR AFTER THE GAME...
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\ Village Grille ...

16930 Kercheval Avenue (bet. Cadieux & Notre Dame)
-882-4555 « www.villagegrillegp.com

Grosse Pointe’s
Friendliest
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Boys hockey seasons heats up

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

The boys hockey win-
ter season has been
going strong for about a
month now, and the
teams from the Pointes
are getting into the
hearts of their respec-
tive schedules. For
Grosse Pointe South,
Grosse Pointe North
and University Liggett,
there have been

back win 3-2 over the
Copper Kings.

Junior Gary Stacy
scored the first two
goals of the game for the
Knights, including the
goal that helped tie the
game at 2-2 with less
than ten minutes
remaining in the third
period. Sophomore
Griffin Marchal then
capped off the come-
back with a game-win-

rocket even further in
the eyes of their coach.
“It made me realize
how lucky I am to be the
coach of this team,”
Smith said. “This team
never gives up...If we
get scored on, we know
it’s not over. It’s a really
great group of guys we
have in this locker room
this year.”
Liggett faced off
against De La Salle on
the road on

moments to learn,
to cheer for and
moments to learn
from so far this
season. In the
past week, the
teams enjoyed
some thrilling vic-
tories and some
signs of improve-
ment even when
the results were
not as ideal.

Ttwas a trip I'll remember
for the rest of my life. I've
told the boys how proud 1
am of them beyond hockey
and they made memories
thatwill last a lifetime...’

COLIN SMITH,
University Liggett Boys Hockey Coach

Tuesday, Dec. 12,
after press time.
The Knights
return home at
7:15 p.m. Friday,
Dec. 15, to host
the M1 Griffins in
the first round of
the annual Liggett
Tournament.

Grosse Pointe
South

The first month

Liggett
The Knights made the
trip to the Upper

Peninsula last weekend,
and the long journey
ended up being well
worth it. Liggett played
two games against some
of the toughest competi-
tion the U.P. has to offer
and ended up winning
both during their time
across the Mackinac
Bridge.

“It was a trip I'll
remember for the rest of
my life,” Liggett boys
hockey coach Colin
Smith said. “I've told the
boys how proud I am of
them beyond hockey
and they made memo-
ries that will last a life-
time...Everyone got
along. Pranks were
pulled. Everyone did
everything together.”

The first game of

ning goal in the final
moment of regulation,
with senior captain
Kevin Vreeken helping
out with a clutch assist.

The second game of
the trip was played in
Houghton Saturday,
Dec. 9, with Liggett tak-
ing on the Jeffers-
Painesdale Jets. The
game also finished as a
3-2 win for the Knights,
with Stacy again light-
ing up the score sheet
with a goal and two
assists. Junior Andrew
Johnson did the same
adding a goal and two
assists of his own, while
the Knights’ third goal
was scored by Vreeken.

Winning two close
games during a big road
trip could become a
major boost of momen-
tum for the Knights as

or so of the sea-
son has had its ups and
downs for the Blue
Devils, and last week
was no different. In
three games last week,
South ended up with
two losing results and a
tie as the team contin-
ues to try and find its
footing going deeper
into the season.

Last Tuesday, Dec. 5,
the Blue Devils hosted
Brother Rice in a game
that ended as a 10-2 loss
for South. Two days
later, Thursday, Dec. 7,
South hosted its MIHL
Blue Division rival
Cranbrook for a key
divisional showdown
and fought to a 3-3 tie.

Cranbrook took an
early lead in the first
period and ended the
opening frame with a
1-0 advantage. However,
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The Liggett varsity boys hockey team poses gathers on the ice at the historic
Calumet Colosseum after a thrilling 3-2 victory over the Calumet Copper

Kings.

Liggett’s road trip was a
showdown with Calumet
on Friday, Dec. 8.
Playing in the historic
Calumet Colosseum, the
Knights earned a come-

they roll into the heart
of the season. Perhaps
more importantly is how
much this trip seems to
have caused the chemis-
try of the team to sky-

it was not long into the
second period before
South managed to tie
things up. Anderson
Tigges knotted the game
at one apiece with a goal

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

South’s Anderson Tigges lines up for a faceoff during South’s 3-3 tie against

Cranbrook on Dec. 7.

just 46 seconds into the
period, but Cranbrook
pulled back in front 2-1
shortly after.

South tied the game
again with a goal by
Evan Bernard later in
the second period.
Before the middle frame
ended, Cranbrook man-
aged to take the lead yet
again and carry a 3-2
advantage into the final
period. Everett Kielt
scored the tying goal for
the Blue Devils in the
third period that helped
to save a tally from
going into the loss col-
umn.

Over the weekend,
South went on the road
Saturday, Dec. 9, to take
on the Livonia Red
Stallions (a new unified
team for Livonia
Churchill and Livonia
Franklin). South lost the
game 5-2, with Hayden
Crane and Michael
Mourad being the two
goal scorers for the Blue
Devils.

Crane and Mourad
currently sit at second
and third on the team in
points, respectively,
helping lead the offense
for the Blue Devils
through the first month
of the season. Senior
Drew Brady is the cur-
rent leader with 11
points in the team’s first
eight games.

While the opening
part of the season has
not yielded as many
wins as the Blue Devils
likely would have hoped
for, the team’s new
coaching staff still sees
some things coming
together that show

promising signs for pos-
sible success down the
road.

“Where we’ve
improved definitely is in
our defensive zone cov-
erage,” South boys
hockey head coach
Alan Korolewicz said.
“We’re still a work in
progress, but we’re def-
initely improving.
We’'re also getting bet-
ter on special teams
with our powerplay get-
ting better and the pen-
alty kill has been doing
well...With a brand new
coaching staff and sys-
tems in place, I think
we’re teaching them
some things they either
didn’t know before or
didn’t apply. It’s taking
a little while to get
there, but I think we’re
on our way.”

South faces off against
De La Salle on the road
at 7:30 p.m. Thursday,
Dec. 14. The Blue Devils
will also be part of the
Liggett Tournament this
coming weekend, start-
ing with a rivalry show-
down against Grosse
Pointe North at 5 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 15.

Grosse Pointe North

The Norsemen had
their biggest highlight
of the season so far last
week, collecting their
first win of the new cam-
paign. Following an 11-0
loss to Utica Ford
Unified on Wednesday,
Dec. 6, North traveled to
Woodhaven the next
night and put their first
tally in the win column
with a 5-4 overtime vic-
tory.

North’s win was high-

lighted by two of its
senior captains,
Matthew Lorelli and
Massimo Todesco. The
duo are the Norsemen’s
points leaders so far this
season and boosted
their stats in a big way
during last Thursday’s
win, with Lorelli scoring
a hat trick and Todesco
accounting for five
points on the night.

Lorelli’s three goals
were massively impor-
tant to North in a close
game, while Eli Hill
accounted for the
Norsemen’s fourth goal
in regulation. Todesco
had assists on all four of
those goals, and then
was the hero in overtime
by putting the game-
winning goal in the back
of the net.

“They do things the
right way and lead both
on and off the ice,”
North boys hockey
coach Rob Blum said
about Todesco and
Lorelli. “It’s nice to see
them as senior leaders
producing on the ice
and doing a really good
job with the younger
players showing them
how to play the right
way and be student ath-
letes on and off the ice...
They’re exactly what
you’re looking for when
you’re going to name
captains.”

The Norsemen had a
bit of an extended break,
getting a week off from
last Thursday’s win to
their next game. North
faces off against Grosse
Pointe South in the
Liggett Tournament at 5
p-m. Friday, Dec. 15.

ATHLETE:

Continued from page 1D

we have so much chem-
istry on the ice.”

Team chemistry is
especially important
for the Knights this sea-
son with a new coach-
ing staff taking over.
Casey LaFrance is now
leading Liggett’s girls
hockey team behind the
bench, which was a
change Roth admits
took some getting used
to for her and the other
veteran players.

“In the beginning, the
team was a little intimi-
dated just because it
was so different, espe-
cially for us seniors,”
she said. “Now, every-
one’s warmed up to
them...They’re really
pushing us to go to our
full potential. They
want us to be the best

conditioned team in the
league and hopefully
that can actually hap-
pen.”

Some of those players
she has really bonded
with over the years
include fellow senior
captains Sofie Ancona,
Elle Quinlan and
Sullivan Estes.
Chemistry is extremely
important for Liggett
and is what Roth prides
herself on. While she
does end up on the stat
sheet a good amount,
Roth always wants to
be seen as a more self-
less player focused on
being an anchor on the
blue line.

“I really see myself as
a team player,” Roth
said. “...I love working
with my defensive part-
ners and helping create
opportunities for every-
one to score. I'm more
defensive, but also I

love shooting the puck
and I try to score when
I can.”

So far this season,
Roth has found the
back of the net twice
and also tallied two
assists, giving her four
points in Liggett’s first
six games. The biggest
of those points came in
the final seconds of a
rivalry showdown
between the Knights
and Grosse Pointe
South Nov. 28. Trailing
3-2, Roth scored in the
game’s final minute to
pull Liggett to a 3-3 tie,
saving the team from
having to put a tally in
the loss column.

It is moments like
that which make all the
hard work that Roth
puts in on the ice and in
the other sports she
plays all worth it.
Coming through in the
clutch during a big

rivalry game also exem-
plifies improvement on
what Roth has been
working hard on to get
better at, especially
now with being a cap-
tain; never wavering in
her confidence.

“When I was young,
coaches would say that
I hesitate on the ice and
look scared some-
times,” she said. “Now I
try not to hesitate.
Stepping up to the puck
I make a decision right
away and go for the
puck...Over the sum-
mer, I skated a lot and
did clinics and watched
videos and have really
focused on decision
making and smart

plays.”

To nominate a future
Athlete of the Week, visit
grossepointenews.com/
athlete-of-the-week.
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Roth, right, with Liggett swim and dive teammate
Addie Ancona during a meet in September. Roth is
afour-sport athlete for the Knights, competing in
swimming, field hockey, ice hockey and lacrosse.
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For the last three weeks, we have taken a look at what to expect for several high school varsity teams
in what's sure to be an action-packed, thrilling winter sports season in the Pointes.
In our final installment, the Grosse Pointe News is taking a deep dive into the
boys swim and dive teams at Grosse Pointe North and Grosse Pointe South.

| GROSSE POINTE NORTH

Boys Varsity Swimming

Norsemen make waves as
team moves up to MAC Red

By Meg Leonard

Senior Editor

With the first week of
practice in the books,
head coach Kyle Kinyon’s
focus for his 2023-24
Grosse Pointe North boys
varsity swim team is more
about the journey, not just
the destination.

He’s bringing that
mindset to the team after
last season’s successful
campaign when the
Norsemen finished 21st in
the Division 2 state swim
finals, just one point
behind 20th place
Birmingham Brother
Rice. With the program
set to move up in the
Macomb Area
Conference’s White divi-
sion to the more competi-
tive Red, the second-year
coach knows he must try
to achieve similar success
with a roster of 11 swim-
mers and no divers.

Though the roster size
is similar to last season’s,
Kinyon said his primary
goal is to continue build-
ing up his athletes individ-
ually and as a team and
let the results fall in line
from there.

“I will always take more
(athletes),” he said.
“We’re not as big as we
want to be, but so be it.
We will try to do our best
with what we have.”

It also lends itself to
more individualized atten-
tion.

“Especially those who
are eager to listen and
develop skills,” Kinyon
said, adding how swim-
ming and diving is a great
way to have fun and get in

piece of being able to
establish personal goals
and training in a way to
reach those goals ... if
they can demonstrate that
by example, I feel like that
would benefit our younger
swimmers.”

Kinyon said having that

great shape. level of leadership from
Kinyon has several his upperclassmen will
swimmers returning to help develop an important
the team culture in
who qual- - Uy goal is for our the pro-
ified for gram.
last year's Upperclassmen, our “What
state final  seniors especially, to you end
T LS demonstratedayin  PyibS
include andday outwhatit  ing more
three ymeanstobealeader’ X9 Who
seniors, are eager
all  of KYLEKINYON, to step up
w h 0 m Grosse Pointe North Boys a n d
have been Varsity Swim Coach become
named nex:t

team co-captains, includ-
ing Tommy Moreland,
Connor McMahon and

Keegan Wettstein.
“My goal is for our
upperclassmen, our

seniors especially, to
demonstrate day in and
day out what it means to
be a leader,” Kinyon said.
“Because when they are
gone, they are gone and
the boys that are under-
classmen can see that
leadership and what it
takes. Yes, talent is a part
of this and everything, but
if they come in and get
that other part, that other

year’s leaders,” he said.

The captains will set the
pace not just in team cul-
ture, but also in the pool.
Moreland returns as one
of the team’s strongest
swimmers, placing ninth
in the 200 free in last sea-
son’s state final meet. He
also took 11th in the 100
fly in 52.57, moving up
two places with a time
improvement of 1.80 from
prelims.

Moreland offers the
Norsemen great versatil-
ity, thanks to his ability to
compete in any event.

“Tommy gives us the

flexibility because we
know he can perform well
in a few different events,”
Kinyon said. “That’s one
thing I have already
talked to him about and
he’s willing to do it.”

McMahon also reached
last year’s state final,
achieving a personal best
in the 100 breast and fin-
ishing in 11th place in
1:00.52.

“Connor is definitely
our best breast stroker,”
Kinyon said.

Wettstein is another
returning state finalist,
who along with sopho-
more James Jewell, James
Gusmano and Alejandro
Delgado give additional
experience to the
Norsemen lineup.

Christian Torresi, an
exchange student from
Italy, Owen Johnston,
Tyler Collins, Alex
Robinson and incoming
freshman Brady
Winbigler round out the
roster.

Kinyon said based on
early-season practices, he
is hopeful Gusmano sees
a breakout season.

“James (Gusmano) is a
talented swimmer and is
already showing me some
stuff in practice,” Kinyon
said. “He’s already asking
good questions about
developing further,
insight on techniques and
how he can get better.
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From left to right, co-captains Keegan Wettstein,
Tommy Moreland and Connor McMahon will lead
the 2023-24 North varsity swim and dive team.

That bodes well for us.”

He also sees good
potential in his freshman,
who enter the program
with club swimming expe-
rience.

Kinyon said he is eager
to take the season one
meet at a time to find out
where North is as a team
as the state final
approaches.

“If we can compare our-
selves against ourselves
and be the best version of
ourselves by the time the
MAC (championship)
meet rolls around, I think
the rest will take care of
itself,” he said. “... We’re
going to take this one
meet at a time. I love
meets because it gives me
an opportunity to see
where we are with our
training. I have a lot of fun
watching the kids get a
(personal record) or
knocking three seconds
off of their time. It’s cool
to see.”

Ultimately, Kinyon
wants to lead a tough,
close-knit team.

“I would like to instill
that we are a tough clos-
ing team, meaning that
there might be situations
where we say, ‘Hey, you
know, that swim didn’t go
well, but you know what,
I'm gonna put that on the
backburner and take from
it what I can learn and I'm
going to go out and close
out this meet,”” he said. “I
don’t want anyone sitting
there and not giving it
their best. That’s the envi-
ronment I would like here.

“I also want a team that
can be silly together, but
also (that can) grow as a
team together,” he contin-
ued. “It’s not a matter of
talent level. Can we con-
tinue to build a culture
that invites us to want to
hang out with each other?
That’s the vision I would
like to see come to frui-
tion with this team.”

| GROSSE POINTE souTH

Boys Varsity Swimming

Blue Devils aim to be top 10 at season’s end

By Meg Leonard

Senior Editor

One of Grosse Pointe
South’s most successful
athletic programs in
school history is aiming
for another top 10 finish
at season’s end, but that
might be a more challeng-
ing task for the Blue
Devils boys varsity swim
and dive team for the first
time in a long time,
according to head coach
John Fodell.

“We need a lot of new
state cuts if we want to
make our mark this sea-
son,” he said.

Making its mark each
season has become a
habit for the program,
which won its 25th con-
secutive MAC Red cham-
pionship last season, had
a program-first three indi-
vidual state champions
and took fourth overall
among 35 teams compet-
ing at the Division 2 state
championship meet last
March, just three points
behind third-place
Birmingham Seaholm.

The Blue Devils also
were the only program
among all three divisions
to have two athletes
named to the 2023
Michigan Interscholastic

Swim Coaches
Association (MISCA)
Dream Team in Logan
Hepner and Keiran
Rahmaan.

The Blue Devils lost
Hepner, the 2022 and
2023 diving state cham-
pion, and Rahmaan, the
100 free state champion,
to graduation. Both are
now competing at the
Division 1 level at
University of Michigan

the chips fall this season,”
Fodell said. “It would be
really cool if a couple of
people could earn their
state cuts and add to what
we already know we
have.”

In addition to Lui, the
team will look for big
things from their all-state
swimmers from last sea-
son, including senior co-
captain Ben Bryan. At
last March’s state final,

and Indiana Bryan took
University- sixth in the
Purd uye ‘But for sure 100 IM and
}Jg_iversil_ty these guys are fir;}ilshfhd
ndianapolis, ninth in the
respecti\gely. gonna work 100 fly, miss-
The team hard and havea ing an all-
does, how- . state eighth
ever, return blast w'hzlef they place by 0.02
its third state are doingit.’ seconds.
Senior’ Troy JOHNFODELL Bryan also
Liu, who took Grosse Pointe South were part of
the top spot in Iéoys Xamty Swim the 400 free
100 free at 2% relay team

state finals
and finished second in the
50 free.

While the bar is undeni-
ably high for the current
Blue Devils roster, Fodell
said the focus is for each
swimmer to continually
improve.

“The goal will be to just
keep working on our
times and seeing where

along with
Rahmaan and Chandler
Bower that set a new
school record and finished
second in the state.

Lui and Bryan will co-
captain a roster of 30, and
are among nine seniors
on this year’s roster,
including C.J.
Schindlbeck, Vincent
Maffesoli, Paul KaminskKi,

but we will
absolutely go
for it,” Fodell
said. “Troy
(Lui) should
win 100 free
again and
repeat as state
champion. Ben
(Bryan) could
be in the top
five in his two
events.
Outside of
that, I think it’s
wide open.”
Fodell said

South co-captain Ben Bryan, pictured here at state finals last
March, will lead a team of 30 swimmers into this year’s varsity

swim and dive season.

Andres Link, Jack
Slawson, Will Turner and
Joey Drawbaugh.

The roster also includes
10 juniors, six sopho-
mores and five incoming
freshmen, a class Fodell
said holds good potential.

Fodell said his roster is
much smaller this season,
falling from a high of 60
swimmers a few years
ago. He said his boys
swim program, as well as
boys swim teams from
around Michigan, are
feeling the long-term
effects of the pandemic,

COURTESY PHOTO

when pools shut down in
Michigan longer than vir-
tually anywhere else in
the country.

He said many middle
school boys stopped
training and turned to
other sports in the after-
math of the shutdown. As
head coach of South’s
girls varsity swim and
dive team as well as
Grosse Pointe Gators club
team, he noted that girls
have not seen the same
dropoff.

“I don’t know if we can
be in the top 10 this year,

he believes
crosstown
rival Grosse
Pointe North
will provide
good competi-
tion this season, along
with Fraser. He also hopes
the team repeats as MAC
Red champion for the
26th consecutive season.

“It’s tough to win year
in and year out,” he said.
“We haven’t been in this
position in a long time.
But for sure these guys
are gonna work hard and
have a blast while they
are doing it.”

South kicked off its sea-
son by hosting St. Clair at
6 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 12,
in the Boll Center pool
after press time.
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South baseball to induct
inaugural HOF class Jan. 25

By Meg Leonard

Senior Editor

Grosse Pointe South
baseball will induct eight
inaugural members into
the program’s newly-
established Hall of Fame
in a special ceremony
beginning at 6 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 25, at the
Pier Park Community
Building, located at 350
Lakeshore Drive in
Grosse Pointe Farms.

Blue Devil baseball
greats including Adam
Abraham, Kevin
Brennan, Chris Getz,
Cam Gibson, Dan
Griesbaum Jr., Kevin
Schroeder and Marcus
Wysocki will be honored
as members of the Class
of 2024 Hall of Fame.
Carmen Benedetti was
also elected into this
year’s HOF, but due to a
scheduling conflict, will
attend next year’s cere-
mony.

“The first four guys we
wanted to honor in our
program are the four
players who went on to
play at the pro level,”
South’s head varsity

baseball coach Dan
Griesbaum Sr. said.
Those names include
Abraham, Benedetti,
Getz and Gibson.

“The next set of induct-
ees we wanted to honor
in our first class are first
team All-State players,”
Griesbaum added, who
began coaching at South
in 1984. “We said let’s go
back to the beginning
and pick the first team
All-State players from
the ‘80s, ‘90s and 2000’s.”

Those names include
Wysocki, Schroeder,
Brennan and Griesbaum
Jr.

The eight inductees all
made notable contribu-
tions to the Blue Devils
baseball program. They
include:

¢ Abraham, a pitcher
who earned first team All-
State honors in 2003 as
just a sophomore at
South. He went on to play
for the University of
Michigan in 2007 and
2008 before being drafted
in the 13th round by
Cleveland in 2008.

¢ Benedetti, a South
class of 2013 baseball al-

um and Blue Devils re-
cord-holder for most hits
in a season at 54. He went
on to play for the
University of Michigan
from 2014-2017, during
which he was selected in
the 12th round by the
Houston Astros in Major
League Baseball’s 2016
First-Year Player Draft.

¢ Getz, who earned
first team All-State hon-
ors for three consecutive
seasons in 2000, 2001 and
2002. Getz was drafted
out of high school in the
sixth round by the
Chicago White Sox,
choosing instead to play
at Wake Forest. He even-
tually transferred to the
University of Michigan.
After college, he went on
to have a 10-year major-
league career after being
drafted again by the
White Sox, this time as
the 125th overall pick in
the fourth round of the
2005 MLB draft.

4 Gibson, who earned
first team All-State hon-
ors in 2011 and 2012 for
the Blue Devils, before
playing Division I base-
ball at Michigan State

University. He was draft-
ed by the Detroit Tigers in
round 5 of the 2015 MLB
Draft as the 160th overall
pick. In 2019, he played
for the Erie Seawolves, a
Tigers AA affiliate.

4 Brennan, a Blue Devil
pitcher and outfielder
who earned first team All-
State honors in 1992.
That season, he led South
to the state quarterfinal,
where the team lost to
eventual Class A State
Champion Brother Rice,
where he also hit .440 on
the year.

¢ Griesbaum Jr., who
was an outstanding All-
State catcher and power
hitter for Grosse Pointe
South from 1997-99. He
sits in the top 10 of sever-
al program records, in-
cluding batting average,
runs scored, RBIs and
hits. He ranks No. 2 in
home runs with nine in
back-to-back seasons in
1998 and 1999. He has the
most triples in program
history, hitting seven in
1999. He moved on to
play D1 college baseball
at Central Michigan,
where he served as team

captain, leading the
Chippewas to a MAC
championship in 2004.
Griesbaum went on to
work in the Detroit Tigers
front office from 2004-
2019 and has also served
the program as an assis-
tant coach since his play-
ing days ended.

¢ Schroeder, a right
handed pitcher who
earned first team All-
State honors in 1996, a
season where he led
South to the final four. He
hit .441 in that season and
sits in second place
among the Blue Devils in
all-time single-season hits
at 52 and third in RBI with
48. He also ranks second
all-time in both single
season and career strike-
outs, as a pitcher.

& Wysocki, a pitcher
and shortstop who led
South to the program’s
first trip to the state final
four in 1987, earning first
team All-State honors in
1988. He has a share of
the program record for
home runs in a single sea-
son with 10, strikeouts
with 124, innings-pitched
with 72.2 and strikeouts

for a career with 219. He
moved on to play college
baseball at Aquinas
College in Grand Rapids.

FOX2 anchor and
South baseball alum
Ryan Ermanni will per-
form Master of
Ceremonies duties at the
event, which begins with
a welcome reception at 6
p-m., followed by dinner
at 6:30 p.m. and a 7:30
p.m. induction cere-
mony.

Limited tickets are on
sale for $80 each or 2 for
$150 and may be pur-
chased by Venmo @
GrossePointeSouth-

DugoutClub. Send
RSVPs to South
dugoutclubpresident@
gmail.com.

HOOPS:

Continued from page 1D

valuable experience.
North’s depth showed
some promise, out-
sourcing South 13-2 in
the final quarter, but the
Blue Devils had already
done enough to seal the
win by more than 20.

“It’s a good measuring
stick,” North boys bas-
ketball coach Rob
Johnson said after the
loss. “It really shows us
where we’re at and
where we need to go
going forward.”

Richards led all scor-
ers in the game with 31
points on the night.
James finished with 11

points while Nate Davey
also got into double dig-
its for South with 10.

“Karter (Richards)
was Robin last year and
now he’s Batman look-
ing for a Robin and we
think Tory James can be
that guy,” Benard said
about this year’s back-
court duo for the Blue
Devils.

North’s scoring was
more spread out across
the roster with eleven
different players getting
onto the score sheet.
Rubin McBride-
Williams had eight
points for the Norsemen
and Rocco Cardinale
had seven.

“We’re still trying to
play with rotations and

different lineups,”
Johnson said about his
team’s depth. “...I think
we’re deeper this year
and are still trying to
work things around but
we have a lot of guys
who can contribute “
South hosted Notre
Dame Prep on Monday,
Dec. 11, winning a close
game 59-58, and has its

next game also at home
on Friday, Dec. 15,
against Roseville tip-
ping off at 7 p.m. The
Norsemen faced Dewitt
on the road Tuesday,
Dec. 12, after press
time. North remains on
the road for its next
game at 7 p.m. Friday,
Dec. 15, taking on New
Haven.
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Friday 1PM SooHoo Houzz  or email resume to:
December 22 soohoglm@gmall.com info@belding
For Since 1997 cleaners.com
December 28 Issue Statewide

119 TRANSPORTATION /
TRAVEL

SNOWBIRDS
103 ATTORNEYS/ LEGAL Let's get your car
IN THE LAST and you out of the
THREE YEARS cold this winter.
if you have St. Clair Shores

required medical
care after receiving
a manicure or

pedicure please destination.
call me. References
| specialize in hand- available.
ling cosmetology Please call
and esthetician or text Bill at
claims. I would like (313)1202:55841
frég g(r)cr)l\gglia{?cynaso competitive quote. | 313-882:6900

resident will safely
drive your car
to your warm

Come in and fill out Or email resume to:
an application:

info@belding
cleaners.com

205  HELP WANTED LEGAL

& \WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COM

302 SITUATION WANTED 305 SITUATION WANTED
CONVALESCENT CARE HOUSE CLEANING

GROSSE POINTE Are you tired
Doctor's office is Iy HELP WANTED of spenglng your
seeking a Pr—— scrubbing. dustn
full- time medical ~ _ The Cremation CITA ANGELS and vactuming?
assistant/ nurse.  Society of Michigan HOME CARE It's time to reclaim
Must be friendly Is seeking an Caregiver services.  your free time and
and detail oriented. A(E@Sr%?&oernt 24 hour care. We  enjoy the comfort of

Previous medical
office experience

We are located on
the East side

assist in cooking,
cleaning, bathing/

a spotless home.
Opulent Touch

of at least 1 year, of Detroit grooming, doctor's is here to make your
EMRKIOWedge  Thisis aruil Time  BROMIC e roresunel mad
and computer position with Accepting services. Call
skills helpful. Benefits, working a  medicaid payments. (313)671-6781
Please email 40 hour work week 1(866)54-ANGEL
resumes to that will include
careers@ I:"some Saturé:lﬁys.
S nadicoc erson must have
drshaunadiggs.com excellent People ook
skills, familiar with I'am looking

classifieds .

Key Responsibilities:

arrangements.

media law.

contract law.

you know and
protect your rights
against the dirty
practices of a salon.
There is no
obligation on your
part until you wish
to retain an
aggressive and
experienced
trial attorney.
Please call me,
Kenneth M. Essad
at (313)965-9383.

Grosse Pointe News

(313)882-6900 ext. 4

Qualifications:

strongly preferred.

research tools.

work setting.

PARALEGAL

Media, Trademark, Real Estate and Contract Law
Grosse Pointe Farms

We are looking for a detail-oriented, enthusiastic
Paralegal. This vital role, on our corporate staff, involves
providing support in a range of legal and administrative
tasks, focusing on the nuances of media, trademark,
Real Estate, and contract law.

e Prepare, review, and modify legal documents,
including contracts, agreements, and licensing

e Assist in ensuring regulatory compliance in
Fast! e Conduct thorough legal research and analysis.
e Maintain and manage legal files.

e Act as a liaison between internal departments
and external entities for legal correspondence.
Keep updated with the latest developments and
trends in media, trademark, Real Estate, and

e Experience as a Paralegal or Paralegal certificate

e Exceptional research, analytical, and
communication skills.

e Proficiency in Microsoft Office Suite and legal

o Ability to thrive in a collaborative, fast-paced

Please send your cover letter and resume to
sagahr@sagacom.com

Saga Communications is proud to be
an Equal Opportunity Employer.

the computer, be
self- motivated and

to care for your
loved one to the

www.innhomecare.net

have a desire to best of my ability. YOU FINALLY
help people through Alberta FOUND US!
a difficult time in Management Women who
required; (313)598-0962 to clean._
experience Thorough, reliable,
preferred in the trustworthy.
mortuary industry. Over 25 years
Send resume to experience.
cremmich@aol.com CAREGIVERS References.
313)550-2890
RESTAURANT in the privacy
of your 319 SITUATION WANTED
owhn home. ORGANIZING
Best prices DUCKS IN A ROW
guaranteed. De-cluttering and
IRISH COFFEE NOW ACCEPTING organizing your
BAR & GRILL NEW CLIENTS. home! Closets,
now hiring 586-215-6777 basements,
SERVERS office@innhomecare.net Wh0|e hOUSG.

Organize your

Read the FINE Print

SeelThe Classifieds

(313)882-6900 ext.4

home care or
housecleaning,
cooking, extra help
for the holidays.
Full or part time.

leave message.

Apply in person Now Hiring
18666 Mack Avenue paper clutter.
Grosse Pointe Home information,
Farms notebooks,
PRIVATE Medical journals,

memory albums.
Becky Schlaff
(313)580-2528
Susan Mason
(313)910-9705

Mrs. Williams. schlaffb@
Grosse Pointe News (313)521-5125 comcast.net
if no answer, rwmason@

comcast.net
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407 FIREWOOD MISCELLANEOUS 413 MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 415  WANTED TO BUY INDUSTRIAL / VACATION RENTALS
42 ARTICLES Property For Rent g WAREHOUSE RENTAL 12 MICHIGAN

400 ANTIQUES / Tl_EETER_HANG- uUpP 705 HOUSES FOR RENT WAREHOQOUSE/
COLLECTIBLES Inversion table, POINTES/HARPER WOODS RETAIL
used twice, great 4,800 sq. ft.

HOLIDAY for a sore back SELL ME YOUR 16326 Harper, i
SALE . VINYL RECORDS Three Mile Dr. HARBOR SPRINGS
SALE or best offer. We buy LP's, 45's and Harper Ave. to rent near

e DOk Please call TAMA SUPERSTAR ~ No collection HOUSE FORRENT  Openarea, large  Highlands & Nubs
SHAW'S BOOKS (313)804-7648 ~ BIRCH DRUM SET too large. Mapleton Street, 12’ 10' garage Sleeps 6,
20% OFF FIREWOOD Like new. 9 Piece:  we come to you! Grosse Pointe  door, heat and air. 2 Full Baths.
all books and other  geasoned Mixed As Pictured, RIPE RECORDS Farms $1,800 monthly. December 29 to
paper items. Hardwoods. Tama throne, Tama  call (313)469-7479 NO pets, (313)884-8022 January 5, or
. Wood racks in your closet ouble and single bath, 2 car garage. , e
Friday- Sunday built to suit or garage... base pedal, tools, $1700. per month. DON'T FORGET- 775 per week,
Dec. 8, 9, 10 o i And make some $2,200. WINE IN oo " Call your ads in EARLY! 2NT I SUTmer With
Friday- Sunday ~ Kindling available. easy cash! Contact me: YOUR CELLAR? (313)410-1 Classified Rl
Dec. 15, 16, 17 Buy partial cord citybuild3@ Lwill buy it ) Visa & Mastercard Advertising Augusx./t 2 2024
Friday- Sunday if desired. classifieds gmail.com y It Accepted (313)882-6900 x4 callRon
Dec. 22, 23, 24 Face Cord 313-882-6900 If interested. (313)942-7507 Grosse Pointz. News Grosse Pointe News (248) 214-8282
Friday- Sun Delivered $160
Dec 29, 30, 31 Text only please
11am- 5pm (586)484-6451 Tom

406 ESTATE SALES

VINTAGE DOLLHOUSE VINTAGE WOOL ( ) : )
Auctions * Appraisals * Estate / Moving Sales * Clean Outs with al the furnishings! BLANKETS What s 0, d ’ s N ews Ag a,n
313-881-1800 Great gift for a granddaughter! Woolrich.

Sell your Art, Antiques, Furniture, etc. in our new section

ESTATE SALE AT THE GALLERY featuring treasures and vintage items from here

Thursday December 14 and Friday December 15 in the local area and around the region.
9:00 A.M. — 2:00 P.M. o ‘“

20100 CORNILLE DRIVE Special Pricing! = |

Roseville S 20 gh:)st z‘ree

Ring in the holidays with one last sale for 2023 at Stefek's Gallery.
We are featuring furniture, carpets and rugs, decorative items,

Call the Classifieds for more details.

313-882-6900 ext. 4

costume jewelry and more. Check website for photos and details.
| J

Excellent condition.

$95
(586) 215-3346
Text only. SCS pick up.

$75 each or hoth for $125
(586) 215-3346
Text only. SCS pick up

STREET NUMBERS HONORED AT 8:30 A.M. THURSDAY ONLY
Our numbers available 8:30 A.M. ~ 9:00 A.M. Thursday only -
Check website for photos and details. stefeksauctions.com &

DIRECTORY OF SERVICES

Some classifications are not required by law to be licensed. Please check with the proper state agency to verify license.

911 BRICK/BLOCKWORK [920  CHIMNEY REPAIR 939 GENERAL SERVICES 944 GUTTERS 945 HANDYMAN 960  ROOFING SERVICES 960  ROOFING SERVICES 960  ROOFING SERVICES

St ey

with the best
looking and longest
lasting material?
Steel from

eChimneys MADISON Gutter We're your "TO DO" NEW INSTALLATION . |
ePorches MAINTENANCE ~ GUTTER - WINDOW  Replacement list handymen! Roofs, Gutters '%rr']e Me’;al ROOf%- T
eConcrete specializing in CLEANING & Repair Let us help you with Repairs rele SI Yy eslan °°_ ORAT
*Steps restoration of Insured 5& 6 inch any plumbing, Siding mua’\f/'giggl%ors gegdentl_all
. o i inanci ilable! - ommecia
Tockpaning chimneys. porches,  Call Tom Micoii Guttor Cieanig carpentryand | Recsaron  Guaranteedto  ROOFING EXPERTS
*Patios ?Sglfs'oiggn wg”s, (313)656-9402 Free Estimates much more. Enterprises.com . lasta lifetime! Lifetime Warranty
eFireplaces P & LANDSCAPERS / RedBaron RedBaron (313)408-1166 Limited Time Offer- on Shingles
; masonry. Grosse  EZK] 0 i 50% off installat i
*Brick Work sonry. & R anaa]  Enterprises.com Enterprises.com o Off Installation | jcensed & Insured
RedBaron Pointe resident. (313)408-1166 (313)408-1166 OLDER HOME Lo Free Estimates
Enterprises.com Free estlgﬂat%& SPECIALIST ﬁg?a'ﬂ?%arl A ?”/ga?;‘/f (313)886-0520
- Licensed an i » Grosse Pointe Woods
(313)408-1166 ey 946 HAULING / MOVING FrgchaS(?erQ«’éth '}%?'FQSWSEE%% %
masonrygpsse 1A experience call
gmail.com HAULING WOI’klng in the Erie Metal Roofs:
(313)885-8525 INCORPORATED ErEEmEEm |  Rubbish Removal Pointes. 1(866)718-3124
SO Cell (313)402-7166 313)886-0520 INCORPORATED Appliances ROOFING,
MADISON (313) . .
MAINTENANCE NOW OFFERING TREE REMOVAL  SEAMLESS GUTTERS Backyards Chimney repairs
specializing in FINANCING Temper Aluminum Garages and masonry,
restoration of HOLIDAY Gutter Covers Houses, etc gutters, siding,
chimneys, porches, [FSESEIVJANT porch pots garland, Insured D 't ) and repairs.
houses, brick walls, REMOVAL and decor. Free Estimates UMPSTers (313)354-2955
tuck pointing, all Interior or exterior. (313)886-0520 available. donparadowski Grosse Pointe News
masonry. Grosse Custommade t0 . Jsse pointe Woods (586)778-4417 @yahoo.com (313)882-6900 ext.4

order, professional
design.
Call for estimate
Andrea’s Garden &

Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and

945 HANDYMAN 948 INSULATION

Debris Removal

insured. eClean Outs
masonrygp88@ eHauling Landscape
gmail.com Unwanted Items Maintenance Your Local
(313)885-8525 eDumpsters (586)873-7101
Cell (313)402-7166 Avallable Handyman Service A quetngorggﬁqga
NOW OFFERING Rredbaron _
FINANCING Enterprises.com IR L X {e]:f:] Blown in Cellulose

Insulation is GREEN,
cost and energy
efficient. Red Baron
Enterprises, LLC can

(313)408-1166

912 BUILDING / REMODELING

The bathroom DAVE's :
of your dreams TREE & SHRUB '”5U|a|%‘g dVB%Urgﬂome-
for as little as Enterorises.com
$149/ month! CHRISTMAS 313081166
BCI Bath & Shower. DUMPSTERS LIGHTS
Many options
available. Quality AVAILABLE INSTALLED 954 PAINTING / DECORATING
materials & profes- «Clean outs
sional installation. eBasement/ Tree Removal/
Senior & Military Garage Cleanout Trimming HANDYMAN
Discounts Available.  ¢papris Removal Stump Grinding specializing in

Limited Time Offer-
FREE virtual in-
home consultation

Plumbing, Heating,

Gutter Cleaning ! ea
Air Conditioning,

(313)408-1166 FREE ESTIMATES

Painting Services
Interior & Exterior

30% FALL Electrical Floors
”°W€2|‘|’T5§1\Q§,.1 37300 929 DRYWALL / PLASTERING e and miscellaneous Dl
1(877)957-1264 SENIOR DISCOUNTS ~odd jobs. Plaster
* FIREWOOD * Lifetime career Reatoratl?]n
914 CARPENTRY AVAILABLE experience, Wood Finishing . )
. :(ears reference available. + Staining From tree-lined streets to city haI'IS, lemonade stapds to
(586)216-0904  Call Douglas Kehrer ~ + Mmuch more! hometown heroes, Grosse Pointe is a place where it’s easy
T i at EntoeaBaron mom to love your neighbors and they quickly become friends.
Wood Rot ELIMINATE (586)292-5971 (313)408-1166 We are dedicated to covering our community with the same
ood Ro ) . :
TR T E I ol 930  ELECTRICAL SERVICES gut’icer clealning OLDER HOME intensity and heart that Grosse Pointers show one another.
Garage orever: . . o .
Straighténing LeafFilter, SPECIALIST Tap into the magic of life in Grosse Pointe.

the most advanced
debris- blocking

City inspection
repairs. Sewer

Deck Repairs

We'll tell you all about it.
Crown Molding

Flectrical Repair

Custom Wood gutter protection.  cleaning, carpentry, :
Projects Lights - Switches - Plugs Schedule a plumbingg elepctricayl Subs;(r;be now fo‘; s . 50
Free Estimates FREE LeafFilter "ainting weekly print an
RedBaron 313-886-8088 estimate today. pl_aster, painting, y P
Enterprises.com 15% off kitchens, baths, . 24/7 online access /PER YEAR
i masonry. i
(313)408-1166  PCUITEINIIYAM  entire purchase. "y plus special glossy |  ucLupes weekLy HOME DELIVERY
REFINISHING 10% Senior & (313)354-2955 publications and perks | 24/7 ONLINEACCESS
Military discounts. donparadowski SPECIAL MAGAZINES
W Call 1(866)495-1709 @yahoo.com throughout the year. | EVENTENTRY OPPORTUNITIES
(866) Y y
\
FLOOR wae v Plumbing .
laying, sanding 0 Diagnosis
and refinishing. Heg do Installation rosse ol nte SWS
Laminate ru: Repair
flooring installed. You'll sell it FASTER here! Hot \évr?atﬁ{nganks grossepointeneWS. com
Free estimates.
Terry Yerke classifieds Entgrei mom (3 1 3) 343-5578
(586)823-7753 313-882-6900 (313)408-1166
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| SPORTS

Grosse Pointe’s Allaer ends memorable
2023 as two-time racing champ

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

2022 was a landmark
year for Grosse Pointe
native Nolan Allaer, as
he became an SCCA
racing champion for the
first time. 2023, how-
ever, proved to be the
year where Allaer may
have very well cemented
himself as one of the
best young drivers not
only in the country, but
the entire world.

Back in October,
Allaer was once again
crowned a national
champion at this year’s

year long campaign,”
Allaer said. “...We set
out to complete those
campaigns and I was
already qualified for the
runoffs here in the U.S.
after the championship
last year.”

While his move across
the Atlantic provided
plenty of memories,
including getting to race
for the Walter Hayes
Trophy at Great
Britain’s historic
Silverstone Circuit, it
was the SCCA Runoffs
where Allaer made his
biggest mark of the
year. Once again being

Continental title and fin-
ishing five seconds
ahead of the runner-up.
What made that race
even more special was
who was behind the
wheel of the second-
place car — his father
Robert Allaer.

“As we were slowing
down for a safety car I
looked back and saw
black in my mirror and
we’re some of the only
black cars on the grid so
I realized we’re in first
and second place now,”
Nolan Allaer said. “The
race restarted and it was
me and (my dad) and we

COURTESY PHOTOS

Nolan Allaer became a double national champion in 2023, successfully defend-
ing his Formula Continental class title and also winning the Formula Ford na-
tional championship race.

SCCA National
Championship Runoffs,
this time in two differ-
ent racing classes.
Before that, this year’s
major milestone for the
young racer was a move
across the pond to help
make his mark on the
international racing
scene.

“I moved to England
in February and the goal
was to run the F1600
Championship Series
and the United Formula
Ford Series and it’s a

held at the Virginia
International Raceway,
this is where Allaer was
looking to both defend
one of his national
championships and
claim another in per-
haps his toughest race
yet.

The weekend began
for Allaer with a race to
defend his Formula
Continental national
championship. Allaer
was victorious in his
effort, successfully
retaining the Formula

made sure not to impede
each other and held
position to the end of
the race. Being on the
cool down lap, we were
able to ride around and
do basically a victory
lap together. It was a
perfect outcome and
something we never
thought could have hap-
pened but did.”

While sharing the
podium with his dad
and being a back-to-
back Formula
Continental champion

was a moment
he will never forget, the
weekend was not over
yet for Allaer. Allaer
had his sights set on
being a two-time cham-
pion this year and
wanted to do it in the
Formula Ford class
championship, one of
the final and flagship
races of the SCCA
Runoffs.

The Formula Ford
race was one where
Allaer knew there would
be no room for error.
For much of the race,
Allaer found himself
going back-and-forth
with Florida native
Jonathan Kotyk. His
hopes of being a two-
time champion this year
all came down to some
quick thinking and

pushing
the car to
the absolute limit.

“The draft is signifi-
cant in a Formula Ford
car because there’s no
wings and it’s relatively
low power but also low
weight,” Allaer said.
“There’s really no way
to break away regard-
less of pace, so going
into that day we were in
pole position...I kind of
knew it would be a scrap
all the way down to the
last lap. Throughout the
race, there were count-
less numbers of lead
changes...We just spent
the majority of the race
over 40 minutes playing
a moving chess match...
It was extremely close
and there’s nothing you
can do to plan for that.”

The official margin of

victory was 51 thou-
sandths of a second,
barely the nose of a car.
However, Allaer offi-
cially became a double
champion in 2023 and
became the first racer to
win the Formula Ford
class in a Ford-powered
car since 2011.

Allaer hopes that
there are even more vic-
tories to come in 2024,
with plans to return to
England and continue
racing internationally.

As he says, it all
comes down to funding
and certain factors off
the racetrack that are
out of his hands.
However, 2023 will
always be a year that
Allaer looks back on
fondly, not only for the
trophies he raised, but
for the people by his
side.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Nolan Allaer, right, and his dad, Robert, celebrate with champagne after finish-
ing first and second in the Formula Continental national championship race at

this year’s SCCA Runoffs.

Score big points this Christmas

By Meg Leonard
Senior Editor

If you have seen
your son or daugh-

gracing the Grosse

the

Grosse Pointe

your favorite athlete,
team or coach for $25.

customization by our

Pointe News Sports
pages this year, we
have the perfect gift
for you to put under

News gift shop at
grossepointenews.
com/gift-shop/to pur-
chase an unframed,

graphic designers al-
lows you to enjoy the
full story in one spot.

There’s no bet-

or instead of trying to
DYI another project,
we can do all the
legwork for you with

ter, coach, teammate,
friend or neighbor

custom PDF of one of
our stories featuring

the tree.

Simply head to

a beautifully framed

CITY OF HARPER WOODS
WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN
SYNOPSIS: REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
DECEMBER 4, 2023

The regular City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Valerie Kindle at 7:00 P.M.
ROLL CALL: All Councilpersons were present.

MOTIONS PASSED

1) To receive, approve and file the minutes of the regular City Council meeting held
November 20, 2023.

2) To open the Public Hearing on the Proposed Lot Split at 19950/19554 Kelly Road

3) That the agenda of the regular City Council meeting having been acted upon, the meeting
is hereby adjourned at 8:20 p.m.

RESOLUTIONS PASSED

1) (1) approve the Accounts Payable/Payroll Vendor listing for Check Numbers 128792 through
128894 in the amount of $369,574.98 as submitted by the City Manager and Finance Director,
and further, authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the listing. (2)approve payment to Detroit
Salt Company in the amount of $8,538.80 for 115.11 tons of rock salt. (3) approve payment to
Uni-Dig, Inc. in the amount of $14,400.00 for leaf disposal in conjunction with the curbside leaf
pickup program. (4) approve payment in the amount of $6,920.00 to Guardian Sewers for their
assistance with an emergency main break repair and also for water shut offs for non-payment.
(5) . approve payment to Turf and Timber LLC in the amount of $9,900.00 for the removal of
dead trees, which includes trimming, chipping and disposal of debris. (6) approve payment to
Nu Appearance Maintenance, Inc. in the amount of $7,542.00 for assistance with leaf pickup
and fall maintenance in various areas of the City, including the DPW, Kelly Road and the parks.
2) to deny the Lot Split request submitted by Mike Dabish on behalf of Kelly and Woodside LLC
to pursuant to the Planning Commission’s findings and recommendation.

3) to approve payment to Fontana Construction, Inc. in the amount of $41,050.00 for Progress
Payment No. 2 (Final) on the Beaconsfield Water Main Replacement, #180-266.

4) to approve payment to Great Lakes Contracting Solutions, LLC, in the amount of $5,675.40
for Progress Payment No. 2 on the 2023 Storm Sewer Open Cut Repairs, #180-314.

5) to accept the proposal from Rolls Mechanical in the amount of $188,813.00 for the purchase
and installation for a backup generator for City Hall utilizing the Financially Distressed Cities,

Villages and Townships Grant.

6) to approve the payment to the Michigan Department of Transportation in the amount of
$10,926.69 for the city’s proportionate share of the Beaconsfield Resurfacing Project, Phase II.

Valerie Kindle, Mayor Leslie M. Frank, City Clerk

Published: GPN, December 14, 2023

PDF for just $50.
These PDF’s
feature the story
and photos only -
so no ads or story
jumps. Our expert

ter way to score big
points with your ath-
lete, coach or team
over the holidays by
gifting them with a
custom PDF of their
story. It’s a win-win.

13023

Your Lake St. Clair Realtor®

PROUDLY SERVING ALL OF GROSSE POINTE &
SURROUNDING WATERFRONT COMMUNITIES

TO READ
CLIENT
REVIEWS
&

VIEW RECENT
SALES
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