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BoE picks new
superintendent

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

THE GROSSE POINTES
— Owosso Public Schools
Superintendent Andrea
Tuttle will be the next su-
perintendent of the
Grosse Pointe Public
School System after a
unanimous 7-0 vote by
the board of education
Tuesday, Dec. 12.

The two sides now move
toward negotiating a con-
tract to make the decision
official, which board
President Ahmed Ismail
said shouldn’t take long.
Ismail added he could not
remember a unanimous
decision on a new superin-
tendent during his time on
the board, which dates
back to 2004.

“My first priority is to lis-
ten and learn about the
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Andrea Tuttle

budget, concerns people
have and also all the won-
derful things the district
has to offer,” Tuttle told
the Grosse Pointe News. “I
also know the curriculum
offerings and staff are out-
standing.”

She has been superin-
tendent in Owosso 14
years, serving before that
as a teacher, coach, tech-
nology director and princi-
pal in the Corunna and

See PICK, page 10A

‘Wonder’

Grosse Pointe Farms resident Suzy Berschback entered three pieces to the Grosse Pointe News’ flash art
contest, including this digital piece, “Wonder,” which has been named the contest winner. For her first-
place win, Berschback will receive a $100 gift card to Posterity Gallery. Find all of our contest entries,
which celebrate the holidays, on page 9A.

ARTWORK COURTESY OF SUZY BERSCHBACK

Delinquent notice
of water failure

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK
— A subpar score on the
golf course is something
to cheer. A below-stan-
dard drinking water re-
portisn’t.

Park officials suspect
stagnant water in a
peripheral iron water
pipe is the source of tests
last summer showing pH
levels below standards.

Low pH reveals water is
more acidic than allowed
by the state department of
Environment, Great
Lakes and Energy, or
EGLE. Acidic water cor-
rodes metal pipes. Lead
from pipes can be leached
into the water stream, as
prompted the Flint Water
crisis a few years ago.

“It (pH) was supposed
to be 7,” said Tom Jenny,
Park public works super-
visor. “It was a little under
7, so we had to flush the
line. If we had more loops

moving more freely, we
wouldn’t have any prob-
lems.”

He and other members
of the administration
were surprised the EGLE
testing team didn’t tell
them of the violation until
at least three months
later.

“The actual sample was
taken in July,” Jenny said.
“We didn’t get notified
until Oct. 23. They called
and said they needed a
line flushed. We flushed it
that day.”

“GLWA tests water for
levels of pH and other
things,” said Nick
Sizeland, city manager.
“We were not given timely
indication that this viola-
tion happened, for which
we are required by law to
post a public notice that
we were in non-compli-
ance.”

According to the notice,
published in the Dec. 7
Grosse Pointe News, the

Forlorn for lead pipe funding

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK
— The city’s second in
command said publicly
this month what many mu-
nicipal officials have
hoped for since the state
responded to the Flint wa-
ter crisis by imposing an
unfunded Michigan-wide
mandate to replace all lead
water service lines.

The mandate requires
water systems to replace

lead lines by 2041.

“The full-service line
must be replaced at water
supply expense, regard-
less of ownership,”
according to the Lead and
Copper Rule Revision
summary at michigan.
gov.

“If they’re going to
make that a mandate,
there has to be something
coming down the pipe,”
said Councilman Tom
Caulfield, mayor pro tem
of the Park, about expect-

ing the state to assist juris-
dictions to meet the
standard.

“I'd love to see money
come, but if anything
comes, we're going to be
last on the list to get it,”
said Councilman Max
Wiener, chairman of the
infrastructure committee.

The Park often loses
grant opportunities favor-
ing cities that are finan-
cially strapped.

See LEAD, page 3A

Farms passes new master plan

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer
GROSSE POINTE

FARMS — Wrapping up a
process that began in mid-
2022, Farms city council
unanimously passed its
updated master plan
Monday, Dec. 11.

“It gives us a real road
forward,” Councilman
Lev Wood said. “A lot of

particularly interested in
the zoning plan, in the
recommendations there,
and look forward to
implementing this.”

The master plan’s over-
arching themes, which
will guide council and city
administration in their
decisions going forward,
are preservation of the
city’s architectural char-
acter, increased housing

localized economic devel-
opment, redeveloping
potential sites, promotion
of safe, efficient travel
and adaption to the
impacts of a changing cli-
mate.

High-priority goals
coming out of the plan
are:

# creating zoning ordi-
nance regulations for res-
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Trombly
resolution

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK
— The city council passed
a ceremonial resolution
this month advocating the
school district resume
public education at
Trombly Elementary
School.

Council members’ prior
support and subsequent
unanimous endorsement
of the idea didn’t repre-
sent contentiousness
about wording the resolu-
tion, the initial proponent
of which argued more to
receive top billing than
craft the most effective
message.

“I would like my origi-
nal language put at the
top,” said Councilwoman
Christine Gallagher dur-
ing the council’s meeting
Dec. 11.

One month earlier
toward the end of the
council’s November
meeting, Gallagher sur-
prised everyone by pro-
posing an unambiguous
two-sentence resolution
regarding Trombly,
which district officials
closed a few years ago cit-
ing declining enrollment.

“The Grosse Pointe
Park City Council recom-
mends as a priority the
return of Trombly to its
prior status as a Grosse
Pointe Public School
Elementary School,”
Gallagher’s submission
read. “And that the Grosse
Pointe Public School
System Board of Ed
makes every effort to
accomplish this goal.”

Not knowing Gallager
was going to introduce an
action requiring their
sponsorship, council
members convinced her
to delay the proposal one

month while they thought
it over.

On Dec.
resumed.

“It’s very simple and
straightforward,”
Gallagher said of her res-
olution this month.
“Establishing priorities is
effective in achieving
results.”

Mayor Michele Hodges
proposed a longer resolu-
tion. She rounded out the
final objective by includ-
ing eight ways to achieve
it.

“A resolution is a good
idea as long as it’s prop-
erly crafted,” Hodges
said. “Much to your point,
Ms. Gallagher, having
priorities gets results. So
do accountability mea-
sures. I have worked out
language that might get
us to that and included
some accountability mea-
sures as well.”

Hodges wording, as
ultimately passed in favor
of Gallagher’s, began:

“The Grosse Pointe
Park City Council recom-
mends as a priority that
we work in partnership
with the Grosse Pointe
Public School System to
effectuate the long-term
sustainability of Trombly
as a vibrant community
asset, preferably as a pub-
lic elementary school,
and to deploy account-
ability measures to
increase the probability of
success and that the
Board of Ed make every
effort to accomplish this
goal.”

Her eight tactics and
accountability measures
followed:

4 Resume meetings of
a joint committee of
school officials. “I have

11, they

See TROMBLY, page 11A
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COURTESY RENDERING

Although the number of units may now decrease, the site plan is approved for up to 77 residential units,
4,300 square feet of commercial space and shared parking spaces with the city.

St. Clair development approval gets extension

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

CITY OF GROSSE
POINTE — The develop-
er for City Center
Apartments at 582-606 St.
Clair now hopes to break
ground in summer or fall
of 2024, after the City’s
planning commission
Monday approved a one-
year extension to the
planned unit develop-
ment, or PUD, agreement
and site plan.

“Site plan approval
expires after one year if
the applicant hasn’t
received building permits

for the development,”
said Gage Belko, an asso-
ciate planner with
McKenna. “We are com-
ing up on that one year
tomorrow and so unless
that timeline is extended
by the planning commis-
sion, this development
would cease to have the
approval.”

The one-year exten-
sion — approved 6-0 by
the planning commis-
sion, with commissioner
Dave Fries absent — is a
one-time offer and is sub-
ject to the PUD agree-
ment being executed
with the city by Jan. 31,

2024, as well as the build-
ing permits being secured
by Dec. 19, 2024.

Failure by the devel-
oper to do so would
mean revocation of the
PUD agreement, revert-
ing the approved land
use back to its original
zoning.

“As the world changed
a bit with interest rates
and we wanted to really
re-review post-COVID
the size of the units,
given the nature of this
market and some of the
questions that we had
from prospective ten-
ants, we decided to take

another look and maybe
expand the footprint,”
developer Michael Bailey
said as to why building
permits have not yet
been secured.

Specifically, his team is
exploring a change in
unit layouts to provide
room for in-home work
spaces. This could mean
a reduction in the
planned 77 units to allow
for larger units.

“It’s nothing more than
that,” Bailey said of the
needed extension, “and
we still want the project
and hope to get going
soon.”

Shores gets $1.2 million gift

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE
SHORES — Christmas
came early for city council
at its meeting Tuesday,
Dec. 12, in the form of a
donation topping $1.2 mil-

lion from the estate of a
former resident.

“We got a call a couple
months ago from the trust
and it took a while to final-
ize all the paperwork,”
City Manager Steve Poloni
said.

The money comes from

the estate of Carole Ann
Williams, who passed
away in May at age 84.
She was a graduate of
Grosse Pointe University
School (now University
Liggett School) and the
daughter of Jack G. and
Gwen B. Williams. Her

father was mayor of the
Shores from 1954 to 1964.
He was the longest-serv-
ing mayor until being sur-
passed by current Mayor
Ted Kedzierski, who has
been in that role since
2011, and on council since
2009.

“I don’t think we need

See GIFT, page 5A

WATER:

Continued from page 1A

Park failed the test 10
times between July 6 and
24.

“We think we’ve iso-
lated what line it is,”
Jenny said. “It was lead-
ing into the Park, a dead-
end line that does not get
flushed a lot. It doesn’t get

S18=822=0800
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15139 KERCHEVAL, GROSSE POII\ITE PARK
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used a lot. If there was a
loop to it, we wouldn’t
have these issues.”

Looped mains, by defi-
nition, lack dead-ends
prone to stagnation.

“This was due to corro-
sion, which happens with
iron water mains,”
Sizeland said. “That’s
why we’re trying to
replace them.”

Last summer the Park
replaced an iron water
main on Mack Avenue
between Whittier and
Cadieux. Next comes one
on upper Beaconsfield,
during which around 100
lead service lines to resi-
dences will be replaced.

“New, plastic mains
don’t have this issue,”
Sizeland said of lead con-
tamination. “Also, we
have a lot of dead-end
lines that aren’t flushed as
much in our community
where water may stag-
nate. When we flush
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water mains in this com-
munity, we have to be
very, very careful. The
mains are so old we can
break the pipes.”

The city missed the
state’s 30-day require-
ment to post a public
notice.

the pipes into the water,”
according to an explana-
tion on the state web-
site, michigan.gov, titled,
“City of Flint Distribution
System Monitoring Data.”
Orthophosphate works
best if pH levels are
between 7 and 8.

“We think we've isolated what line it is. It
was leading into the Park, a dead-end line
that ... doesn’t get used alot.’

TOM JENNY

Grosse Pointe Park Department of Public Works

“That was on me,”
Jenny said. “It got lost in
everything we’re doing.
Going forward, we will be
more proactive with
email, Facebook, the city
calendar, website and
emails.”

The Park is among 127
cities that buy potable
water from the Great
Lakes Water Authority.
As part of the authority’s
purification process, a
compound called ortho-
phosphate is added to the
water.

“This compound is to
prevent metals, such as
lead, from leaching from

“Orthophosphate
reacts with lead and cop-
per to form compounds
that have a strong ten-
dency to stay in solid
form and not dissolve
into water,” according to
the federal Environ-
mental Protection
Agency. “The extent to
which orthophosphate
can control lead and cop-
per release depends on
the orthophosphate con-
centration, pH” and oth-
ers.

GLWA tests city water
quarterly.

“There’s one due by
Dec. 31,” Jenny said.
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Nothing Bundt Cakes hosts pop-up in The Village

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

CITY OF GROSSE
POINTE — Although
construction delays have
significantly pushed back
the opening of The
Village’s Nothing Bundt
Cakes location, Grosse
Pointers still will have
easy access to the bak-
ery’s offerings this holi-
day season via a pop-up
location running Fridays,
Saturdays and Sundays
through the first week of
January.

Its permanent location
initially was expected to
open in October.

“We’re very disap-
pointed the permanent
site won’t be open by
Christmas,” franchisee
Andrea Jones said. “We
were disappointed about
Thanksgiving and we
were really disappointed
about Christmas and we
had a lot of people asking
when we’re going to
open. The city’s even
been really helpful with
trying to get us open, so
we (thought) we’ve got to
do something so every-
body can get some holi-
day cake if they need it.”

The pop-up is located

COURTESY PHOTO

Nothing Bundt Cakes employees prepare to welcome Grosse Pointer’s to the
Nothing Bundt Cakes temporary pop-up location in Suite 225 on the second
floor of the old Jacobson’s building at 17000 Kercheval.

in Suite 225 on the sec-
ond floor of the old
Jacobson’s building at
17000 Kercheval.

If customers enter on
the northeast corner by
Trader Joe’s, they then
can take the elevator or
stairs up to the second

floor and the suite will be
directly to the left,
emphasized by a tempo-
rary sign and abundance
of Christmas decor.
Hours are 10 a.m. to 4
p-m. Fridays and
Saturdays, as well as 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. Sundays.

Dates are Dec. 22, 23,
24, 29, 30 and 31, along
with Jan. 5, 6 and 7.

Along with its seasonal
peppermint chocolate
chip flavor, the bakery
offers bundt cakes in
chocolate chocolate chip,
red velvet, lemon, white

chocolate raspberry, con-
fetti, gluten-free choco-
late chip cookie and
more.

The pop-up’s limited
selection will offer bund-
tinis, which are the size
of a golf ball; bundlets,
the size of a large cup-
cake; and eight-inch
cakes.

“It’s always so fun to
see everyone, how happy
they are to get these holi-
day cakes,” Jones said.

“They’re so excited
about the season them-
selves.”

Although not required,
customers can preorder
for scheduled pick up at
the Grosse Pointe pop-up
by calling the Sterling
Heights location at (586)
884-3666; emailing
GrossePointe-Mi@
NothingBundtCakes.
com,; or stopping into the
pop-up in person.

Those who preorder
can request personalized
decoration, although the
pop-up also will sell cake
decorations on the side.

Having the opportunity
for the pop-up holds a
special place in Jones’
heart, because her
daughters — Camryn, 16,
Kendall, 14, and Kyle, 12

— are helping her run the
location.

“Their time is limited
with me sometimes,
because of how hard I
work to open these bak-
eries and work to keep

them open ... so that’s
why this one’s special,”
she said. “ ... I'm really

looking forward to
spending time with them
and having them share
how fun it is to bring joy
to their guests at the
same time they get to
experience that with me
this holiday season.”

The permanent
Nothing Bundt Cakes
location at 17021
Kercheval, next to Pet
Supplies Plus, is antici-
pated to open in late
January.

A week-long grand-
opening celebration is
planned for the week of
Valentine’s Day and will
feature special events
and giveaways.

“We’re working as
hard as we can to get
open and we’re so happy
that the city gave us this
opportunity to still bring
them joy and some cake
this holiday season,”
Jones said, “so we’re just
very thankful.”

Woods lawsuit: Remodel or rebuild?

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE
WOODS — Residents on
North Renaud have filed
a lawsuit against their
neighbor and city over
what they claim is a vio-
lation of zoning ordi-
nances.

The property in ques-
tion, 707 N. Renaud, is
owned by Nicholas and
Alanna Avouris and was
purchased in 2021. They
are being sued by
Christal Lint and Daniel
Spies, who live next
door, and Ed Rinke Jr.,
who lives nearby.

The suit alleges the
Avourises demolished
an existing structure on
the property “without
the necessary permits ...
to the point where no

part of the original struc-
ture remained.”

The suit goes on to say
the Avourises obtained a
permit from the city in
2022 to remodel the
kitchen at an estimated
cost of $150,000 and that
the city issued retroac-
tive permits for the proj-
ect that led to
construction of a new
home that does not fit
the character of the
neighborhood.

City Administrator
Frank Schulte said he
could not comment on
pending litigation. An
email he sent to City
Attorney Tim Tomlinson
Sept. 22, asked him to
“provide Cristal Lint a
letter that the home at
707 North Renaud meets
all city code and ordi-
nance requirements.”

Attorney Eric
Shepherd, representing
the Avourises, said the
city approved all plans
submitted for 707 N.
Renaud.

City council, sitting as
the Zoning Board of
Appeals, granted the
Avourises two variances
at its meeting Monday,
Nov. 20, regarding the
home’s first-floor eleva-
tion and the amount of
the lot the structure cov-
ers. The Avourises
agreed to reduce the size
of the home’s front porch
to comply with the city’s
front yard setback
requirement.

Mayor Art Bryant and
councilmembers Angela
Coletti Brown, Todd
McConaghy and Thomas
Vaughn voted in favor of
the variances.

Councilmembers Kenn
Gafa and Vicki Granger
were opposed, with
Michael Koester
excused.

To receive a variance,
city code requires sev-
eral factors be met,
including that strict com-
pliance with the ordi-
nance “causes practical
difficulty due to signifi-
cant or unjustified
expense,” and that “prac-
tical difficulty with com-
pliance was not created
as a result of any action
taken by the applicant
which was unlawful.”

In exchange for the
variances, the Avourises
agreed they would not
construct any accessory
buildings on the prop-
erty or do anything to

See LAWSUIT, page 8A

Aremedy
for lake-area
cell phone lapses

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK
— Lousy cell phone cov-
erage south of Jefferson
is closer to being put on
hold.

A consultant City
Manager Nick Sizeland
has been pestering for
months called him back
last week with promising
news.

“We have interest from
several big carriers:
AT&T, Verizon and
T-Mobile,” Sizeland
said. “I was told these
carriers are very inter-
ested, if we are, in get-

ting something done
next year. T-Mobile is
working in Grosse
Pointe Shores.”

Cell phone coverage
below Jefferson can be
next to nil.

“I know residents who
have to cross (north of
Jefferson) in order to
make a phone call,”
Sizeland said.
“Something needs to
happen.”

The carriers he men-
tioned are interested in
operating a 120- to 150-
foot tower located at, in
order of preference:

See REMEDY, page 5A

LEAD:

Continued from page 1A

Line replacement

Conversion must be at a
pace of at least 5 percent
per year within 20 years,
according to provisions of
the 2018 Lead and Copper
Rule.

Prior rules required
lead line replacement at a
rate of 7 percent annually,
but only in jurisdictions
that repeatedly tested pos-
itive for lead.
Contamination of Flint’s
drinking water supply
starting in 2014 prompted
Michigan officials in 2018
to enact the proactive
mandate, the first of its
kind in the nation.

Josh Chafin, head of the
Park water department,
said it costs the city
between $4,000 and
$5,000 to replace a lead
service line.

“We have over 2,000 of
them,” added Tom Jenny,
head of public works.

That translates into
total switch-out costs of
$8 million to $10 million
in current dollars.

“We have until 2041 to
repair all lead service
lines in the city,” Jenny
said. “There’s no state
funding for it. As of now,
we’re doing it on an as-
needed basis.”

“The Environmental

Protection Agency is try-
ing to push a 10-year
replacement program
instead of 25 (years) orig-
inally for lead service
lines,” Chafin said. “I
don’t see it happening
because nobody has
money for it.”

The city’s way of nip-
ping at the 5 percent
annual goal is to piggy-
back lead line replace-
ment on other
construction, such as
forthcoming water main
replacement on upper
Beaconsfield.

“The criteria as we do
projects is the number of
lead lines we can accom-
plish rather than another
project that might have a
lesser (number),” Mayor
Michele Hodges said.

“Eighty-seven service
lines are going to be done
within the Beaconsfield
project,” Wiener said.

The roughly 5 percent
of the lines being replaced
on Beaconsfield are in
addition to 2 percent
already replaced, accord-
ing to Jenny.

Grants

The search for outside
funding continues.

“We have applied for
several (grants) at the
state and federal level,”
Sizeland said.

American Rescue Plan
Act of 2021 — the COVID

stimulus bill — is ending.
“There will be no grants
as of now coming in,”
Sizeland said. “You’re
going to be stuck with just
loan programs, the Clean
Water-Drinking Water
Revolving Fund. We're
still looking at FEMA and
other grants. We applied
for a BRIC (Building
Resilient Infrastructure in
Communities) grant last
year. We’ll probably reap-
ply for that again.”
Newly elected
Councilman Tim Kolar, a
state employee, suggested
the Park seek a grant
titled Technical
Managerial and Financial
Support For Lead Service
Line Replacement (TMF).
Jenny and Sizeland said

they are aware of the
grant and agree it is an
opportunity worth pursu-
ing.

TMF grants top out at
$600,000 per applicant.
Applications are accepted
during January 2024.

Recipients getting pri-
ority haven’t received a
Drinking Water Asset
Management Grant,
Drinking Water State
Revolving Fund or ARPA
funding within five years,
according to an explana-
tion posted at michigan.
gov/egle.

“Communities will then
be ranked by median
annual household income
in ascending order,”
according to the explana-
tion.

7

L

The League Shop
DECEMBER 26th

After Christmas

SALE

1/2 OFF ALL
' CHRISTMAS
MERCHANDISE

OPEN at 11:00AM
After Christmas
16847 KERCHEVAL AVE. * Grosse Pointe * 48230

(313) 882-6880

\\Ecteet

AHEE.COM |

22123

MERRY CHRISTMAS

from the Ahee Family

313.886.4600




GROSSE POINTE NEWS, DECEMBER 21, 2023

| POINTER OF INTEREST

The Rustic Root settles into new, bigger space

By Anne Gryzenia
Publisher

Most people have a
hectic schedule leading
up to the holidays, but
Andrea Moran was
tasked with opening her
brand new store before
the Christmas shopping
season got underway.
The owner of beloved
St. Clair Shores floral
and gift shop, The Rustic
Root, quite literally had
to uproot her business
by moving and expand-
ing to her new location
at 23165 Greater Mack
in the business district
of St. Clair Shores.

For Moran, who lives
in the City of Grosse
Pointe, owning a floral
business wasn’t even a
consideration until after
she had her three chil-
dren.

“I have an English
degree from MSU,” she
said. “Floral design was
not even on my radar.”

Prior to her business
ownership days, she
worked as a substitute

COURTESY PHOTO

Andrea Moran, right, and her sister, Lindsay, are all smiles in their new shop.

appraiser working with
historic homes in Detroit
and even a long stint as
a bartender at Excalibur.

“I tapped into my cre-
ative side after having
my children,” Moran
said. “I am a self-taught

Anyone who has seen
any of her floral arrange-
ments or walked into
The Rustic Root would
probably guess other-
wise. Her ability to put
colors and textures
together is impressive

view — and she man-
ages to create a vibe all
her own.

Described as “organic
and whimsical,” there’s
something for everyone
at The Rustic Root. With
her new space comes

and events — exactly t
what she envisioned
when she and her sister
began their journey.

“I love the wide open
space and the light,” she
said. “We always wanted
to be in a shopping dis-
trict. This opportunity
knocked at the right
moment.”

Moran has three
daughters and a golden
doodle named Mick, all
of whom help their mom
in varying degrees with
the family business she
runs with her parents
and sister.

“Kasey, my youngest,
is a fantastic helper,”
she said. “She was raised
at the shop with me and
is a creative little girl.”

Her girls are what
motivates her to suc-
ceed, as well as her
father, whom she
boasts, “is the hardest
working man I will ever
know. It’s hard to top
him, but I will do my
best.”

Moran said she enjoys
carving out her own

“There s a whole
world of flowers out
there that goes beyond a
dozen red roses,” she
said. “And, there is no
such thing as ‘some-
thing simple’ in my
world. I still put my time
and thoughtfulness into
everything I make with
my two hands, no mat-
ter the dollar value.”

Moran has lived in
Grosse Pointe for 22
years and finds it diffi-
cult to choose the best
things about living here.

“I love and appreciate
the charm of the neigh-
borhoods and being so
close to the water,” she
said. “I love it here
because of the schools,
the walkability, the
parks — the list can
keep going. It’s a beauti-
ful place to raise a fam-
ily.”

The Rustic Root’s new
address is 23165 Greater
Mack, in the 9 Mile and
Greater Mack Business
District. Find it on
Instagram @therustic

teacher, a real estate designer.” with a unique point of more gift items, plants space in the floral indus- rootdesignco.
The Rustic
Root is all
decked out
for the hol-
idays at its
new loca-
tion, 23165
Greater
Mack.
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PUBLIC SAFETY |

City of Grosse Pointe

Nice try

An unknown person
attempted to transfer
approximately $50,000
from a Grosse Pointer’s
account to an unknown
account Monday, Dec.
11, but the resident
caught the attempted
transaction in time to
prevent it.

Open invitation

Nothing appeared to be
taken from an unlocked
vehicle in the 500 block
of Lakeland that was
rummaged through over-
night Thursday, Dec. 14.

Business
break-in

An unknown person
entered the front door of
a business in the 17000
block of Kercheval at
3:15 a.m. Monday, Dec.
18, and stole a small safe
and cash from the regis-
ter. Approximately
$1,200 was stolen in total.

— Laurel Kraus

Report information
about these and other
crimes to the City of
Grosse Pointe Public
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Farms
Free for all

The Farms experi-
enced a string of thefts
from vehicles last week,
beginning with a possible
attempt in the 300 block
of Fisher at 2:37 a.m.
Monday, Dec. 11. After
the homeowner’s car
alarm went off, he dis-

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS

covered the driver’s door
would not completely
shut and latch, as though
it had been damaged by
being tampered with.
Nothing was missing
from the interior.

Other reported inci-
dents include:

# A license plate being
stolen from a 2017
Lincoln MKX, possibly
while it was parked at a
local school Tuesday,
Dec. 12.

4 A man was caught on
camera stealing a mason
jar full of change from an
unlocked vehicle in the
200 block of McKinley at
6:20 a.m. Tuesday, Dec.
12. The suspect wore a
dark trench coat with a
hood and white line
down the arms of the
coat, as well as baggy
pants.

& Coins were stolen
from an unlocked vehicle
in the 300 block of Ridge
overnight into Saturday,
Dec. 16.

Bad day

A 23-year-old Detroit
man was cited for an
expired license plate, not
having insurance and
driving while license sus-
pended after he was
pulled over at Kerby and
Mack at 12:16 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 15.

Not his sleigh

After a homeowner
noticed a man going
through her mailbox at

7:08 a.m. Saturday, Dec.
16, officers arrested the
39-year-old Detroit man
for being in possession of
a vehicle stolen out of
Detroit.

Naughty list

When four 18-year-old
boys were noticed by an
officer in the Brownell
Middle School courtyard
at 1:26 a.m. Sunday, Dec.
17, they were coopera-
tive, apologized for tres-
passing on school
property and offered to
clean up any mess they
had made.

After telling the officer
no one else was hiding on
school property, they
were released, but an
18-year-old Farms boy
then was found hiding on
the roof of the breeze-
way.

In his pockets were a
marijuana vape and vape
cartridge, while a bag
found nearby also con-
tained wrapped blunts in
glass vials, marijuana
products, tobacco prod-
ucts, THC gummies,
loose marijuana and a
fireball whiskey shooter.

The boy was cited for
minor in possession of
alcohol, minor in posses-
sion of marijuana and
disorderly person for
trespassing onto the roof
of the school and requir-
ing the response of the
fire department. He then
was transported home
and turned over to his
mother.

REMEDY:

Continued from page 3A

Patterson Park, Windmill
Pointe Park or city hall.
“Patterson Park is the
most central location and
that’s their biggest defi-
ciency area followed by
Windmill,” Sizeland said.

Councilman Tom
Caulfield prefers the city
hall site. He doesn’t want
any privatization of the
municipal parks.

Wherever the tower is
located, it will generate
revenue for both the car-
riers and city.

“The carriers would
build the tower,”

Sizeland said. “We
would lease them the
land.”

Potential municipal
revenue is around $1,500
to $2,000 per month, per
carrier on a tower. Three
carriers on a tower trans-
lates into around $5,000
rent revenue monthly or
$60,000 per year.

GIF'T:

Continued from page 2A

any further discussion,”
Kedzierski joked as a
motion to accept the
money was made. “This is
great news.”

Poloni said the money
comes with the stipulation
that it be spent on
improvements at Osius
Park. The exact total is
$1,238,111.

“We’re going to take $1
million and invest it right
away in something like a
CD so it can start earning
interest,” Poloni said. “We
can put the rest in the park
budget and use it for some
projects we already have
going on there.”

Poloni said the timing
couldn’t be better because
the city recently began
talking about redoing the
pool at Osius Park.

“It’s been refurbished
twice and we do necessary
repairs from time to time,
but it’s probably in need of
a complete overhaul,” he
said. “It’s 60 years old and
needs some moderniza-
tion.”

The $1 million, plus
whatever interest it earns
in the interim, will help.

“We want to take an
overall view of the entire
complex,” Poloni noted.
“That includes the kiddie
pool and bath house.”

Poloni also said there
have been informal con-
versations with the Grosse
Pointe Shores
Improvement Foundation

about finances and fund-
raising. The $1 million,
however, is just a start.

“This gift will be a great
seed to start the process,”
he said. “We don’t have an
exact cost, but it’s more
than just a hole in the
ground with water.”

Poloni said changes to
the pool also would entail
revamping the water fil-
tration system.

“Our next step is to get
all the stakeholders

involved,” he said. “The
foundation, the swim
team, the residents. Then
we can start talking about
getting some architectural
renderings. This isn’t just
a one- or two-year pro-
cess.”

Council’s monthly meet-
ing, usually held at 7 p.m.
the third Tuesday, was
moved to noon Tuesday,
Dec. 12, and was followed
by the city’s annual volun-
teer appreciation lunch.

22123
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§ 313-882-SAFE (7233)
19261 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Woods 48236
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Red, not green

After driving through a
solid red light at Mack
and Kerby, a 37-year-old
Grosse Pointe man was
cited for never acquiring
a license and disobeying
a traffic control device at
9:23 p.m. Sunday, Dec.
17.

— Laurel Kraus

Report information
about these and other
crimes to Grosse Pointe
Farms Public Safety,
(313) 885-2100.

Grosse Pointe Park

Carjacked

A silver handgun added
sparkle to the all-black
outfits of three masked
men while committing
carjacking at 8:35 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 12, in the
1211 block of
Beaconsfield near the
intersection of Kercheval.

“The (male) victim was
approached by the sus-
pects while stopped to
pick up carryout food,”
according to police. “One
suspect, armed with a
handgun, demanded the
victim’s car key.”

Park officers traced the
car to an abandoned
house in Detroit.

“It was recovered a
short time later, unoccu-
pied,” they said.

It was the first carjack-
ing in the Park this year
and, for the suspects,
might be their last.

“We have a pretty in-
depth investigation going
to catch these three,” said
Jim Bostock, Park public

safety director. “We are
investigating with the
Detroit Police
Department’s auto theft
task force, which also
has some leads.”

Car window
smashed

An unknown vandal or
failed thief smashed the
rear window of a sport
utility vehicle parked
curbside overnight last
week in the 1400 block of
Lakepointe.

The incident report-
edly happened between 7
p-m. Tuesday, Dec. 12,
and 8 a.m. the next day.

Nothing was missing
from the vehicle, accord-
ing to police.

— Brad Lindberg

Report information
about these and other
crimes to the Grosse
Pointe Park Public Safety
Department, (313) 822-
7400.

Grosse Pointe Shores

False alarms,
literally

Officers responded to
two false alarms at
homes on Lakeshore
Sunday, Dec. 18.

The first occurred
shortly after 6 a.m.,
where it was found the
homeowner’s daughter
had opened a bedroom
window.

The second was around
11 p.m. where an officer
helped a caretaker reset
a faulty alarm.

—Ted O’Neil

Report information

about crime to Grosse
Pointe Shores Public
Safety, (313) 881-5500.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Fast work

A resident in the 900
block of Lochmoor
reported a package deliv-
ered to her porch at 3:25
p-m. Wednesday, Dec.
13, was stolen within 10
minutes. Security foot-
age showed a black male
between 20 and 30 years
old wearing a black hat,
red coat and blue jeans
taking the package and
leaving in a dark-colored
SUV.

Check fraud

A resident in the 2000
block of Anita filed a
report around 11 a.m.
Thursday, Dec. 14, that a
check he sent through
the mail was changed
and made out to a name
he didn’t recognize. The
amount also was changed
from $60 to $1,000.

He sent the check to a
doctor’s office that never
received it.

No one noticed

A catalytic converter
was stolen from a vehicle
while it was parked on
Mack near Lochmoor
between 4:30 and 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 12.

—Ted O’Neil

Report information
about these and other
crimes to Grosse Pointe
Woods Public Safety,
(313) 343-2400.

CD rates

Come back after you
compare. We’ll wait.

Money Market Fund
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OUR VIEW

GPC detective
takes a bite

out of crime
$¢

The moral of the story is that if you come
into Grosse Pointe and hit us, we’re going
to hit back and we’re hitting back as hard
as we can to send a message. ... Last year
we cleaned up Kroger. This year we
cleaned up Lululemon. Who knows what it
will be next year.”

Those are the strong and welcome words of
Detective Mike Narduzzi of the City of Grosse
Pointe Public Safety Department, as reported by
Laurel Kraus in her article, “City’s own takes down
Lululemon theft ring” in the Dec. 14 edition of the
Grosse Pointe News.

Narduzzi recently earned praise from Attorney
General Dana Nessel’s office for initially identify-
ing the string of push-out thefts at metro Detroit
Lululemon stores, including Grosse Pointe. The
thieves hit the Grosse Pointe location three sepa-
rate times in the store’s first week of opening last
July.

Detective Narduzzi’s earnest work landed three
suspected ringleaders of the crimes in custody. He
strung together video of similar thefts across the
state, collected a binder’s worth of evidence and
placed a call to the AG’s office.

The state’s retail task force took it from there,
along with the help of overwhelming evidence col-
lected by Narduzzi and the City’s police depart-
ment, detectives from the Michigan State Police,
Oakland County Sheriff’s Office and police depart-
ments of Canton, Novi and Birmingham.

That impressive teamwork resulted in the execu-
tion of search warrants earlier this month, leading
to three arrests of people who are now facing mul-
tiple felonies instead of simple retail fraud. These
suspects are justifiably getting the book thrown at
them.

This bears repeating: The Grosse Pointes have
the best public safety officers and detectives in the
business. We are kept safe and the law is respected
and enforced time and time again so we can freely
go about our day and sleep well at night.

We would like to formally thank Detective
Narduzzi and all the public safety officers and
department staff who assisted with this case. Like
McGruff the crime-fighting dog used to say, you
“help take a bite out of crime,” and for that, we are
very grateful.

A CLOSE CALL

Cteeistyrcens’

THAT WAS
SANTA,

YEAH,
LET’S GRAB THE
COOKIES AND
SCRAM!

ILLUSTRATION BY KEN SCHOP

GUEST VIEWS

or our Christmas issue, the

Grosse Pointe News invited a

handful of church leaders to

share their thoughts on 2023 and

hopes for 2024. We thank those

who participated and happily
share their thoughts in this space.

A faith perspective
makes the difference

The Rev. Randy Boelter
King of Kings Lutheran Church

As you await the unfolding of a new year, a
faith perspective can make all the difference in
sorting out the hardships that come your way.
While there are many things that we’d change
these days, the amazing turn of events that we
can often experience when we go from an
EXPECTED conclusion to an UNEXPECTED
conclusion can be a real lesson in life and faith!
The Greek slave and Stoic philosopher Epictetus
wrote: “Men are disturbed not by things that hap-
pen, but by their opinion of things that happen.”

We’ve learned a bit about that at our church!
Twenty-two years ago, you may remember that
our congregation was stunned by a $1.5 million
embezzlement during a building program.
Humanly speaking, all looked lost. In our dis-
couragement, God used this tragedy to turn our
eyes and hearts heavenward toward Jesus: He
who rules heaven and earth, who saves, and
gives strength and hope to the discouraged.
Isaiah wrote: “He gives power to the faint, and to
him who has no might He increases strength ...”
(Is. 40:29ff).

In time, we experienced an incredible turn of
events, for a seeming hopeless situation with its

Religious leaders usher in 2024

anticipated outcome had, by God’s mercy, an
unexpected outcome! God provided
EVERYTHING that we needed, the congrega-
tion’s faith in Christ and in His Word grew, and
our members grew even closer to each other. Are
you discouraged? Talk to one of our members.
You will find out that ultimately, it wasn’t the
tragedy, but our faith outlook regarding the trag-
edy that was most important. It was in Christ’s
hands all along and He made us a more faithful
people.

God’s Word also offers you hope and a new
perspective. “Do not fear or be in dread of them,
for it is the LORD your God who goes with you.
He will not leave you or forsake you (Dt. 31:6).”
When discouraged about what you experience,
ponder God’s Word and remember our story —
how Jesus rescued us, your friends and neigh-
bors on Mack/Lochmoor avenues. Faith in the
crucified and risen Christ can also provide you
with a new outlook, a readjustment that will
make all the difference for you!

Encouraging
words in the new year

By the Rev. Richard Yeager-Stiver

Grosse Pointe Congregational Church

The new year encourages us to look back while
leaning forward into the possibilities that could
be, hence the reason some people choose to
make resolutions. Reflecting on the past year,
they resolve to do things differently in the new
year. Perhaps, resolving that this year, they will
use their Peloton bike more than once this year;

See GUEST, page 7A

LETTERS

The Grosse Pointe News welcomes your letters to the editor. All
letters should be typed, double-spaced and signed. Letters lon-
ger than 250 words may be edited for length. All letters may be
edited for content. We reserve the right to refuse any letter.
Include daytime phone number for verification or questions.
The deadline for letters is 3 p.m. Monday. Letters to the editor
may by emailed to editor@grossepointenews.com.

Christmas concert joy

Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker Suite no.1:
excerpts, opened the Grosse Pointe

Symphony Orchestra’s concert Dec. 10.
Sounds of the orchestra moving with the
sounds of Brittany DeYoung’s harp secured
the joy anticipated for the concert.

Next, a grand performance by Ben Graham
as he played the first movement of Walton’s
Viola Concerto, known for its avant garde
qualities of dissonance reflecting our times.
Graham was well prepared, exhibiting a
beautifully deep full searching tone. Graham
is an inspiration to hear the complete con-
certo.

Third came “Peter and the Wolf” by
Prokofiev, a delightful symphonic fairy tale
narrated by Msgr. Gary Smetanka.
Instrumental sections of the orchestra asso-
ciated with various characters performed
with style and accuracy resulting in the

imagination to perceive the story. Various
representations of the animals joined with
the orchestra to create a vibrant story pic-
ture: a most captivating performance by
orchestra and narrator.

The divinity of Guilmant’s Symphony no.
1 for organ and orchestra excelled as a mas-
terpiece in its performance. Certainly it
belongs to being heard in this magnificent
sanctuary. The strong attributes of the organ
along with advanced levels of orchestra exe-
cution was to behold for all musical sensi-
bilities. The organist, Aaron Kaleniecki, gave
a remarkable performance to be remem-
bered undoubtedly.

Lastly, “A Christmas Festival” by Leroy
Anderson concluded with his vintage carols
performed with hearts of Christmas joy by

the GPSO. Surely, the audience listened
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with their hearts and heard the joy. As the
audience left I could hear whispering:

Gﬁgﬁ?ﬁ;?ég;%éférv 7 I:] “Good will toward all men and women.
——""_ Peace on earth.”
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Business Association for facilitating the

magical lights of Kercheval Avenue’s

Cabbage Patch and especially the “Secret
Santas” who make this magic a reality.

JOE TOMPKINS

City of Grosse Pointe
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I SAY By Mike Adzima

A holiday guide to discussing football with family

t’s the most won-
derful time of the
year. That’s right,
it’'s bowl season in
college football!

As the holidays
approach, I thought about
using this I Say to write
about some of my favorite
Christmas traditions in my
family and get all sentimen-
tal, but who would want to
read that? Instead, I figured
it would be better to devote
this time to helping readers

topics in college football
that could be brought up
when you’re around loved
ones during the next couple
of weeks.

“There’s too many bowl
games./Bowl games are
meaningless now.”

As we get to the heart of
bowl season around
Christmas and New Year’s,
you're likely to hear some-
one like your dad or your
uncle say something along
these lines at some point.
To a degree, they might be
right. Heck, as I'm writing
this Dec. 18, there is a bowl
game kicking off at 2:30
p-m. this Monday after-
noon.

That bowl game is called
the Famous Toastery Bowl,
which is something that will
fuel the anti-bowl game
argument. The bowl game
market has become satu-
rated with games named
after odd corporate spon-
sors that seem to serve no
purpose other than squeez-
ing every last bit of revenue
as possible out of college
football fans. With the
increased popularity of the
transfer portal and players
opting not to play in bowl
games, a lot of these games
lack appeal to really watch
or become invested.

The College Football

down the rest of the bowl
game calendar since the
two bowls that serve as
national championship
semifinals are the only ones
left that really mean some-
thing. Have bowl games
lost a lot of their shine in
recent years? Yes. But at the
end of the day, it’s still foot-
ball. You don’t have to nec-
essarily care about who is
playing; it’s all about seeing
green grass and a ball being
thrown around on TV while
you drift in and out of that
sweet holiday food coma.
“How about all of that
conference realignment?”
This topic is going to be

day season, since 2023 was
the last year of the college
football landscape looking
the way we have known it
for so long. Everything is
changing as we head into
2024. The PAC 12 is disap-
pearing, we have teams
from the West Coast joining
the Big Ten and a lot of
other changes that are
almost guaranteed to be
talked about these holidays.

In my opinion, I'm not a
fan of all the conference
realignment. Perhaps it is
because as a 26-year-old,
I'm used to the college foot-
ball landscape looking rela-
tively the same for as long
asI canremember and now

everything is changing.
Michigan vs. USC is going
to be a Big Ten conference
game next season, which is
going to take some getting
used to.

Regardless of your stance
on conference realignment,
the way to end this discus-
sion at your Christmas din-
ner table boils down to
almost the same thing as
the discussion on bowl
games. No matter what,
most of us are still going to
watch anyway. We’re
sports fans. Michigan or
Michigan State fans. Like
all change, it will take some

navigate some of the hot

Playoff also has watered

pretty specific to this holi-

See FAMILY, page 8A
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or sticking to a dietary plan that will last
longer than one month. I find it interesting
that we always want to stop doing some-
thing that we did last year. For example, I
have yet to hear anyone say they want to
drink more wine this year.

Thinking about that — and I mean cre-
ating a positive resolution, not drinking
more wine — since we have experienced
three years of negativity, whether it’s
COVID, war, extreme points of view
regarding reading books (or banning
them) or who is serving as school board
members and more war ... perhaps,
instead of declaring what we won’t do in
2024, what if we created positive resolu-
tions for 2024?

Here are some examples of positive res-
olutions: I will attend a place of worship
more frequently this year; I will strengthen
my relationship with the Divine as I walk
this journey of faith; I will become involved
in a good cause, which will benefit a wider
group of people; I will engage with mental
and physical exercise; and I will expand
my cultural experiences by attending art
galas, live theatrical performances and
musical concerts.

Thankfully, Grosse Pointe
Congregational Church can help you with
your resolutions as we have live concerts
planned for the spring; we have three din-
ner theater productions planned in 2024;
our art gallery is open to the public on
Tuesday and Thursday mornings; we
have weekly Gentle Yoga on Wednesday
evenings and Saturday mornings; and, we
meet online and in person on Sunday
mornings as we worship God each week,
then go forth enriched to seek ways to
build a community of peace which strives
for justice.

Most importantly, in 2024, we will
prayerfully discover the sense of peace
that we so desperately need in our lives
which can benefit our

are no longer in the backyards as they
have after-school activities and it’s been a
long time since I saw neighbors chatting
with each other. This is not to claim any
of our busy activities are bad — it’s just
that I miss the “life of the neighborhood.”
I'suspect God misses those days when we
had to stay home as well. Especially since
I used my time at home to listen to God
and pray daily for the well-being of my
community and for the health of my
neighbors.

My resolution for 2024, is that I return
to praying daily for my community and
neighbors, and I resolve to spend a bit
more time walking in the neighborhood
to engage with my neighbors as we build
a network of care, which is what God
intended with the instructions “to love
your neighbor as yourself.”

Blessings in 2024.

Find time to
laugh out loud

The Rev. Jeff Lincicome
Grosse Pointe Memorial Church

Christmas is silly. I'm not talking about
movie classics like “Elf” or “Home Alone,”
or our family’s all-time favorite Christmas
book, “The Best Christmas Pageant Ever.”
I'm talking about the actual event we cel-
ebrate at Christmas. The idea that the
Almighty would take such in interest in
humans to be born in a stable to a teenage
mother, in a sleepy Palestinian town, vis-
ited by smelly shepherds and overdressed
magi bearing gifts (gold, frankincense
and myrrh) that are completely unhelpful
for a new mom. The whole thing has to
make you laugh.

And yet, how easy is it for us in this
complicated and dark world to miss out
on the giddiness of this gracious incarna-
tion?

mental and spiritual selves.
In a bizarre way, I miss the
year of COVID when we
were able to spend more
time at home with our
loved ones. I miss having a
slower pace at life where
the radio played in the
background and, at least
on my block, children
played in their backyards
on their playscape. And
though we had to wear
masks while standing six
feet apart, my neighbors
met on sidewalks for con-
versations. Since we no
longer have shelter-in-
place orders, the neighbor-
hood is quiet. The children

Shop with us in store 16906 Kercheval Ave
in the Village of Grosse Pointe, or online

shopglitterandscotch.com

Grosse Pointe News

The world we live in is wracked with
anxieties, fears, worries, losses and sor-
rows. The conflict in Israel, Gaza and
Ukraine both buckles our knees and
causes us to shout out in rage over the
senseless loss of life and the terror we see;
all in real time on the evening news. Our
own nation has suffered so many sense-
less acts of gun violence and mass shoot-
ings this past year (627 as of this writing,
according to gunviolencearchive.org) that
we hardly know how to respond anymore.
Nothing ever changes. Even our own idyl-
lic community has seen anger and conflict
on many sides, pitting neighbors against
each other on school reform or how inclu-
sive we should be in this ever-changing
world. The reality is that all this conflict
and loss can be a heavy weight to bear. It
feels serious because it is serious.

But when this happens, it can start to
feel like being serious about life is the
same thing as being sad about life. If we
are not careful, we can fall into an exis-
tence that misses out on the good stuff.
The sunrises over Lake St. Clair. The hush
of the new-fallen snow. The laughter of
our kids at play. The joy our pets bring us.
Most pointedly, in the seriousness of life
we can miss out on the hilarious idea that
God could love us so much that a child
was born to save the world.

Fr. Brennan Manning writes,
“Christmas is a vision which enables the
Christian to see beyond the tragic in his
life. It is a reminder that he needs the

EROCERY

laughter of God to prevent him from tak-
ing the world too seriously. The Christian
law of levity says that whatever falls into
the earth will rise again. God’s laughter is
his loving act of salvation and Christian
laughter is the echo of Christmas joy in
us.”

As we prepare for Christmas and the
new year, may we engage our world that
is filled with pain and injustice, with the
seriousness it deserves. And yet, may we
also find time to laugh out loud at the mys-
terious joy that comes from being alive on
this side of the hilarity — and power — of
the manger. Thanks be to God.

The gift of faith

By the Rev. Jim Bilot
St. Paul on the Lake Catholic Church

I was reading the Grosse Pointe News
one morning and saw the advertisements
for our local businesses. I saw an item that
piqued my curiosity, thinking it may make
a great gift for a friend. I had a short win-
dow of time before an evening meeting,
so I ventured out to The Village. I realized
that my timing may not have been the
best, because it was 5:50 p.m. and I won-
dered if the store was already closed.
Thankfully the lights were on! However,
as I was opening the door to the store, I

See GUEST, page 8A
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An experienced team
just got even better.

We are pleased to welcome
Andrew Spearman

to our branch in Grosse Pointe Farms, MI.

15 Kercheval Avenue // Grosse Pointe Farms, Ml 48236
313.885.9470 // raymondjames.com/andrewspearman

Andrew M. Spearman, CWS, AIF®
Vice President, Wealth Management

Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC
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extend the home’s lot
coverage.

Attorney Richard
Linnel, representing
Lint, Spies and Rinke Jr.,
disagreed.

“So now anyone can
do what they want?” he
asked. “People can just
ignore zoning and get a
variance after the fact.”

The suit also mentions
that Lint and Spies have
had flooding in their
basement from rainfall
runoff because 707 N.
Renaud is built on a
slope where none previ-
ously existed.

The city’s engineering
consultants said the
Avourises have agreed to
install 300 feet of drain-
age pipe around the
house that will solve the
problem.

The suit, which can be
read in full at shorturl.at/
cBCMa3 (item 8), asks the
court to declare 707 N.
Renaud a “nuisance,”
abate the nuisance
through demolition and
award legal fees to the
plaintiffs.

A status conference is
scheduled for Feb. 16.

FAMILY:

Continued from page 7A

time to adjust to. At the end of the
day, we might even be grateful for
having some more competitive
teams join the Big Ten.

“It’s not the same since college
kids started getting paid.”

The odds are someone you know
has probably brought this up dur-
ing the holidays at some point in
the last few years. Name, Image
and Likeness (NIL) has been one of
the hottest topics in sports for a
while now and it feels like we might

never stop talking about it.

It has felt a bit like the Wild West
ever since it became legal for col-
lege athletes to get paid based on
NIL. Regulation has been a bit
shaky and is something the NCAA
and the government are still trying
to navigate. It also seems to be a
divisive topic, with certain camps of
people either very for or against the
idea of college athletes making
money.

Personally, I am all for NIL.
College sports, football especially,
captures millions of viewers and
creates millions in revenue on a
weekly basis for schools and major

corporations, so it is only fair that
the actual athletes on the field who
people tune in to watch should be
able to profit from their hard work.

Some seem to think college ath-
letes getting paid takes away from
the “tradition” or “values” of college
sports. NIL also has played a big
role in the growing number of
transfers and players switching
schools in search of more money.
Don’t get me wrong, NIL has
caused changes to the game of col-
lege football that might not neces-
sarily be for the best. Yet again, you
can always tell your family they are
going to watch the games and cheer

for their teams no matter who is
wearing the jersey and how much a
local car dealership or restaurant is
paying them to do advertisements.

I hope this was a helpful guide to
navigating some topics you are sure
to encounter whenever sports get
brought up during holiday festivi-
ties. Enjoy all the food, the meaning-
less but satisfying bowl games, the
College Football Playoff and all the
sports you can handle this holiday
season. As I've said before, we're all
sports fans no matter what at the
end of the day, so watch as much
football as you want and have a safe
and happy holiday season!

GUEST:

Continued from page 7A

read the hours. Closed: 6 p.m. The
women in the store noticed that I
was rushing and I told them that I
wanted to be respectful of their
closing time. She said, “Don’t
worry. We want your first experi-
ence in our store to be a good one.”
With that I relaxed a bit, still con-
scious of the time, and enjoyed
looking at the potential gifts that I
could purchase.

In the meantime, other people
started to enter the store and I
joked with the clerk that she should
have locked the door and sent me
home. Now she had more custom-
ers! She laughed.

One of the beautiful aspects of

living and ministering in Grosse
Pointe is the community. This past
year of 2023 saw some great hard-
ships for our parish and the Pointes.
St. Paul Parish suffered the trage-
dies of two deaths of college stu-
dents. Two other college students
from the Pointes lost their lives to
tragedies as well. Amidst these and
other heartbreaks, families and
friends were embraced by the
parishioners of St. Paul and also by
the many people in the Grosse
Pointe community. During the
prayer vigils and funerals, I was so
grateful to the Grosse Pointe Farms
mayor’s office, the police, and fire
and rescue teams from all the
Pointes, who were here to do what-
ever we needed help with. They
came to us!

The community of the Grosse

Pointes, though not without its
challenges, came together to sup-
port, care and pray for one another.
What a gift it was for myself and the
parish of St. Paul to witness the out-
pouring of support from so many in
our home town. There wasn’t much
any of us could do; yet the outreach
of a hand, a hug and giving of time
was a gift of a faith born from the
heavenly Father.

It is only our faith in God, for us
Christians, Jesus Christ, that gave
us the stamina to embrace the
deep pain and allowed us to move
forward with the virtue of hope.
Our faith and hope were buoyed
up by the gift of God’s love
expressed and extended by so
many in the Pointes.

As we celebrate the great
Solemnity of Christmas, despite

the travails of our lives, may we
embrace the excitement and won-
der of knowing that together we
can change the community.

By our expressions of faith,
hope and love of God, not only
within our family, but also with the
stranger walking down the street,
or the guy rushing into the store
when the lights should have been
shut off, together we can build a
place of security and peace.

I found a great gift that evening,.
As I made my purchase I intro-
duced myself to the women who
graciously kept the lights and
doors open for a stranger. They
made my day and evening! They
showed me once again how beau-
tiful it is be in the Pointes.

With gratitude to God for all of
you.

PLAN:

Continued from page 1A

idential garages,
especially for smaller lots
in the R-1 and R-1A zon-
ing district, that better
accommodate modern
construction, while pre-
serving the built charac-
ter of existing
neighborhoods;

@ promoting the pres-
ervation of historic build-
ings;

4 hosting community
events on The Hill to fur-

ther activate Kercheval;

implement alternative

€ supporting the
Grosse Pointe Chamber
of Commerce in develop-
ing economic strategies;

# considering adopting
zoning language setting
maximum surface cover-
ages by district, encour-
aging pervious surfaces
especially around parking
development;

¢ working with stake-
holders and researchers
to understand the viabil-
ity of naturalized shore
protection options;

4 continuing to pro-

mote tree planting along
streets, parks and public
areas and preserve the
tree-lined character of the
existing road network;

4 maintaining the exist-
ing sidewalk network and
performing a detailed
conditions analysis;

® incorporating addi-
tional streetscaping along
major thoroughfares and
entrance points;

¢ continuing to offer
more programming
options throughout the
year to serve the entire
community;
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4 and continuing to
invest in strategic capital
improvement projects.

A complete list of the
medium-priority goals
can be found within the
plan, but include to:

# consider establishing
design standards for new
homes that specify the
style, quality of materials
and level of detail that
must be incorporated;

# consider revising the
zoning ordinance to per-
mit accessory dwelling
units by right in estate
and low-density residen-
tial districts within struc-
tures already supporting
the use and where suffi-
cient off-street parking is
provided,;

@ consider incorporat-
ing mixed-use residential
options in existing com-
mercial corridors that
encourage accessible
housing options;

# identify, analyze and
market potential redevel-
opment sites on Mack;

# consider creating a
special district, such as a
downtown development
authority or principal
shopping districts, to pio-
neer marketing and
events;

# incorporate traffic-
calming techniques at
appropriate locations;

# provide bicycle routes
with pavement striping
and signage within four to
five years;

& and provide dedi-
cated turn lanes along
Mack in the next four to
five years.

A complete list of the
low-priority goals also
can be found within the
plan, but include:

& performing further
research into crossing
needs along McMillan
and Moross;

# exploring the possi-
bility of offering a rain
garden credit pilot pro-
gram to offer incentives
or financial benefits to
property owners who

stormwater management
techniques;

¢ and activating The
Hill with midday events to
engage the growing day-
time population of resi-
dents who work from
home.

“One thing that’s struck
me about this whole pro-
cess is over and over peo-
ple said they want
restaurants, they want
entertainment and they
want retail,” Mayor Louis
Theros said, “yet people
shop at Amazon, go
across town for meals and
don’t go to any entertain-
ing things here.

“You want it, we have
to support it, because a lot
of small business owners
put a lot out there on the
line ... and so I think it’s
incumbent upon us in the
Grosse Pointes to support
what we say we want and
to shop local, entertain
ourselves local and eat
local.”

Welcome to Hola Diosa!

A travel service & blog featuring thoughtfully curated
resources for the aspiring and experienced traveler alike.
All travel services offered are 100% tailored to each client.

from providing travel plan-
ning services to sharing
tried and true resources
for novice and experi-
enced travelers alike.
Accessibility is our
forte; our mission is to
illuminate how feasible
taking the trip of your
dreams really is.

Our Founder, Kimberly

Hola Diosa is a women-led company
that was created to support oth-
ers in their travel endeavors,

Klein, takes the stress away
that comes with planning a trip.
Whether you’re looking for a luxury

getaway, a retreat off the beaten
path, a staycation, or an adven-
ture with your friends 10,000

tailor your travel itinerary to
ensure you get to experience the
vacation you deserve.

miles away, our curated
packages cover it all from
finding the best airfare
to planning transpor-
tation — you name it!
As a FORA affiliate,
we understand that
luxury doesn’t start
and end with the best
accommodations. Rath-
er, we use our expertise to

mmnmmnn holadiosa.com i

1332 Beaconsfield Ave., Grosse Pointe Park
(619) 961-5784 * Email: kimberly@holadiosaco.com
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Jody
Kolojeski of
Grosse
Pointe
Farms cap-
tured the
beauty of
this gingko
tree in the
300 block of
Lakeshore.

COURTESY
PHOTOS

Art contest entries celebrate the holidays

Grosse Pointe Farms
resident Ryan Steiner
entered three holiday-
themed creations, two
of which honor his
home state of
Michigan. The trio are
part of Steiner’s Posted
Paper custom cre-
ations.

Grosse Pointe Park resident Karen Llaneza, 83, who
took up painting during COVID, created these beau-
ties — a Christmas tree and a deer. “I make cards
just to send to friends,” she wrote. “My sister is giv-
ing some to fellow residents at her assisted living fa-
St. Clair Shores resident Karen Mathes cility with a message of cheer inside. Spreading the
submitted this watercolor painting to the love.” Llaneza, aka “GMA,” added, “I always say my

Left, Katie
Jeup of the
City of
Grosse
Pointe cre-
ated this
festive
Christmas
tree.

Right, City
of Grosse
Pointe resi-
dent
Marianna
Jeup sub-
mitted this
creation to
the contest.

flash art contest. little paintings are playtime for GMA.”

Grosse Pointe Farms resident Suzy
Berschback’s photograph, “Lakeshore
Beauty” and digital artwork, “Our Tree.”

HILL ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT
GROSSE POINTE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
“EXCELLENCE IN BUSINESS” AWARD RECIPIENT
OPEN DAILY THROUGH DECEMBER 24TH
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University Liggett students sweep
Louisa St. Clair DAR essay contests

University Liggett
School recently
announced its outstand-
ing achievements in the
Louisa St. Clair
Daughters of the
American Revolution
essay contests. Liggett
students swept both the
high school and middle
school categories in this
prestigious competition.

In the high school cat-
egory, ULS sophomores
Madeline Unkel of
Grosse Pointe Farms,
Teresa Romanelli of the
City of Grosse Pointe
and Lucy Wujek of
Grosse Pointe Farms
earned top honors, with
Unkel securing first
place, Romanelli earn-
ing second and Wujek
placing third.

Meanwhile, in the
middle school category,
Liggett Lifers Sophia
Carson of Grosse Pointe
Farms earned first-place
honors, Amelie Duhaime
of Grosse Pointe Farms
earned second-place
honors and Jacob
Rabbani of Grosse
Pointe Shores earned
third-place honors.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Left, DAR Essay middle school students, from left, Amelie Duhaime, Sophia Carson and Jacob Rabbani.
Right, DAR Essay upper school students, from left, Lucy Wujek, Teresa Romanelli and Madeline Unkel.

Liggett Lifers are stu-
dents who have attended
ULS since prekinder-
garten or kindergarten.

Unkel, who has
attended ULS since
sixth grade, and
Carson’s first-place

essays have been for-
warded to the state com-
petition.

“This accomplishment

speaks volumes about
the diligence and com-
mitment of our stu-
dents,” said Chris

Hemler, Cynthia N. Ford
chair of history and
social studies teacher at
Liggett. “Their passion
for history and the depth
of their insights are
truly commendable. We
are immensely proud of
their accomplishments
and the effort they
invested in crafting
these essays.”

University Liggett
School has long fostered
a tradition of encourag-
ing and supporting
award-winning writing
among its students,
thanks to the dedication
of its faculty and a
robust curriculum that
emphasizes critical
thinking and scholarly
pursuits.

According to Ellisse
Thompson of the Louisa
St. Clair Daughters of
the American Revolution
chapter, this year’s con-
test witnessed a record
number of participants.
Thompson said, “The
judging process was
challenging, as the qual-
ity of the essays submit-
ted by all students was
exceptional.”

PICK:

Continued from page 1A

Ovid-Elsie school districts.

Tuttle and Al
Stansewski, a Grosse
Pointe South High School
alumnus, were picked by
the board as two finalists
after seven candidates

were interviewed in early
December.

Tuttle earned her
undergraduate degree
from Alma College and a
master’s degree and doc-
torate from Central
Michigan University.

She told the board when
she became superinten-
dent in Owosso the dis-

trict had a fund equity
below 3 percent and was
looking at $6 million in
deficit spending. Today,
the district has an 18 per-
cent fund equity and vot-
ers approved a $45 million
bond to build a new con-
solidated middle and high
school.

“Beyond her 14 years of

“Simply the Best”

-Death Watch

Cap

Captain/Owner Pat Hinsby multi-year Bayview/Mackinaw
racer of the legendary 52’ offshore sloop “Tarmara’

“Winner of the MetroTimes Summer Fiction contest

Amazon KDP editorial board has reviewed
and accepted for its new global publishing platform
Kindle ‘Vella’ a four episode Lake St. Clair “Thriller’
Death Watch now available at the KDP Vella on line site.
LIVE The first three episodes are Free!! Order now!

-Water Lines A Short Story Book:

‘A River Away’ History of the Lake St. Clair
‘Death Watch” Winner of the MetroTimes Summer
Fiction contest.
“A full throttle water adventure on a stormy sea”
I particularly enjoyed ‘A Gulf Stream Northern’
and ‘Death Watch.” The author has a knack for
writing realistic dialogue that drives the stories
with momentum, making for an engaging and
often suspenseful read.
Amazon Customer Review

Pat M. -

‘The final story: A River Away’ is a historical record of Lake St.
Clair, Detroit River, and Windsor, Ontario and Canada.
The book is 55 pages and 5” x 7. A wonderful gift for
amateur or seasoned boater.”
Google Books customer review

Lake St. Clair

—The heart of the Great Lakes

tain’s Christmas

Perfect Gift for the
Boaters on your list!

-Regional Best Seller
Pirate’s Guide to Lake St. Clair & Surrounding Waters®
In partnership with Amazon.com has released a
special “Collector’s Edition.” Now available on
line. A Complete boating guide and directory
from Bob-Lo to the Blue Water Bridge, both
U.S. and Canadian shorelines.
Aerial harbor photographs, restaurants,
saloons, cities, towns, fishing, emergency
radio and much, much more. The perfect gift.

experience in Owosso,
she’s pragmatic, no-non-
sense, proactive and
driven,” Ismail said. “The
capper is that she has
humility.”

Trustee Valarie St.
John, in voicing her sup-
port for Tuttle, said she
appreciated her willing-
ness to give credit to her
administrative team and
the entire Owosso staff for
the district’s success.

Tuttle also stressed her
support for early child-
hood education as a way to
capture students early,
noting they are more likely
to stay in the district
through graduation.
Owosso’s marketing
efforts, as a way to boost
enrollment, include send-
ing onesies to local hospi-
tals emblazoned with the
district’s logo and the
words “Future Trojan.”

Aside from growing
enrollment, Tuttle said her
first focus will be on the
students and families
already part of GPPSS.

“It’s a stellar district and
we need to continue pro-
viding them with the best
opportunities to be suc-
cessful,” she noted. “Then
we can explain what sets
us apart and tell that story
to families that have left
the district and earn that
trust back.”

During a special meet-
ing Saturday, Dec. 9, each
board member was able to
list three preferences

among the candidates,
with three points given for
first choice, two points for
second and one point for
third.

Tuttle was the first
choice for trustees Terry
Collins, St. John and
Colleen Worden, plus
Ismail and Vice President
Lisa Papas. She was the
second choice for
Treasurer Sean Cotton
and third choice for
Secretary Ginny Jeup.

Staniszewski was
Cotton’s first choice, sec-
ond choice for Jeup and
Ismail and third choice for
Papas and Worden.

Staniszewski is princi-
pal of the Global
Intermediate Academy for
Mapleton Public Schools
in Denver. He told the
board during his interview
the school was in the bot-
tom 5 percent for test
scores in Colorado in 2017,
and was in the highest per-
forming category by 2019.

Board members
expressed admiration for
Staniszewski, but said
Tuttle was the right choice
at this time due to her
experience in Michigan
and knowledge of school
funding, including bond
and millage issues.

“He is going to do great
things and I hope he does
end up back here at some
point,” Ismail said of
Staniszewski.

“I have a lot of respect
for Mr. Staniszewski and I

hope he and his family
find a place here,” Collins
added. “I'd love to see him
in this district in some
capacity in the future.”

The job posting, which
opened in late September,
listed a starting salary
range of $275,000 to
$350,000, with start date
and allowances for things
like an annuity and retire-
ment to be negotiated. Jay
Bennett of the Michigan
Association of School
Boards previously told the
board a current superin-
tendent probably would
not leave their job midway
through the school year
and a July 1 start date is
more likely.

Tuttle said she envisions
a start date earlier than
July 1, but also said she is
committed to Owosso and
wants to ensure that dis-
trict’s continued success.

Tuttle said she and her
husband plan to move to
the district. Her mother is
a native Pointer and she
still has family here.

“I've already got some
feelers out to find a house,”
she said. “We’re empty
nesters and I know there
are a lot of beautiful places
there. We love the water
and live on a lake, so we’ll
enjoy still being by the
water.”

Tuttle said her fondness
for the Pointes led her to
apply to GPPSS and that
she did not seek any other
superintendent roles.

586-771-6770

Shop Online at whistle-stop.com
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School resource officer set for South

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer
GROSSE POINTE

FARMS — Grosse Pointe
South High School soon
will have a school re-
source officer again walk-
ing its halls, following
closely behind Grosse
Pointe North, which was
able to implement an
SRO earlier this year.

“We had a really good
school resource officer at
my high school at
Cousino and everyone
was super close with him
and he gave students that
safety (net) where they
didn’t have to worry
about coming to school
and not feeling safe,”
said Farms Public Safety
Officer Jim Labeau, who
was chosen for the posi-
tion among three appli-
cants, “and that’s how I
want to leave my impres-
sion on the high school
as well.”

Interviews were held in
November, before a
panel consisting of Public
Safety Director John
Hutchins, Deputy
Director Andy Rogers,
Officer Jon Ross — who
serves as SRO for all

Officer Jim
Labeau with
his wife,
Samantha,
son,
Weston,

and daugh-
ter, Harper.

COURTESY
PHOTO

schools located in the
Farms — and South’s
principal, Moussa
Hamka. The applicants
were questioned on their
backgrounds, reasons for
interest in the position
and scenarios to gauge
their thinking and plans
for the position.
“Principal Hamka was

instrumental in helping
us determine who we col-
lectively thought would
be the best candidate for
the job,” Hutchins said.
“Jim has been expressing
an interest in the possi-
bility of this position for
a few years now and
(has) a keen interest in
working at the high

school with the kids,
their families and staff.
We think he will be a
great fit.”

At 33 years old, Labeau
has served as an officer
in the Farms nearly 10
years and is looking for-
ward to the transition.

“I have a bunch of
ideas,” he said regarding
programming. “I'm hop-
ing I'm there until I
retire.”

As SRO at South,
Labeau’s responsibilities
will include educational
programming; providing
security and implement-
ing safety plans; enforc-
ing laws and local
ordinances; assisting
with school investiga-
tions involving criminal
complaints; deescalating
situations; acting as a
positive role model to
students; and building
relationships with stu-
dents, staff, the school
community and stake-
holders. He also will be
available to be present at
sporting events and other
after-school activities.

The officer will not be
involved in enforcing
school discipline and,
according to Hutchins,

not much will change in
regard to law enforce-
ment’s involvement with
student misconduct.

“We already get called
there for vaping and
fights and stuff like that,”
he explained. “They have
us make a record of it
and most of the time they
follow through with it on
their own end. ... There
aren’t a lot of prosecu-
tions that come out of the
school.”

Labeau likely will not
present in full uniform
but still will be identifi-
able as law enforcement.
He will be armed, as well
as keep a patrol rifle
locked up in the SRO
office for use in the event
of a school shooter.

“What it’s going to do
is it’s going to familiarize
everybody in the school
with the officer,”
Hutchins said of the
SRO’s main purpose.
“It’s going to kind of
bridge that gap between
the department and the
school and he’s going to
be the person that they’re
going to go to.”

Farms city council
unanimously approved a
renewable, three-year

cooperative agreement
for the SRO with the
Grosse Pointe Public
School System Monday,
Dec. 11.

It details 75 percent of
the cost will be borne by
the school system and 25
percent by the city.

“We think it’s an offset,
because that officer will
be available to the city
during (the) non-school
period,” City Manager
Shane Reeside said.
“Primarily the summer-
time when we have
higher use of vacation
time and we’ll be able to
fill that time slot and
actually potentially save
overtime.”

Although the agree-
ment goes into effect Jan.
1, a new officer to the
Farms department first
will need to go through
the necessary training to
replace Labeau before he
can start as SRO.

“The goal would be
early spring,” he said of
when he may be in the
school. “If not early
spring, we might have to
start not until the next
school year, but we’re
shooting for early
spring.”

TROMBLY:

Continued from page 2A

spoken with Board of
Education President
(Ahmed) Ismail and he
agrees to reconvene the
Trombly committee
immediately after a super-
intendent is hired, with
the goal of finding a solu-
tion good for the district
and the Park,” Hodges
said.

4 Call on school board
trustees Terry Collins and
Valerie St. John, both
Park residents, to advo-
cate on behalf of city resi-
dents for the school to
stay a school. “I have
emailed them to this end
(and) am recommending
we request monthly

updates from them,”
Hodges said.

& Lobby at board of
education meetings.

# Assign a Park elected
official to partner with the
school system on problem
solving.

& Request the school
system hold a meeting of
the Trombly committee
by Feb. 1.

@ Host a reception at
Trombly for the new
school superintendent.
“This will lead to a good
working relationship,
accelerate the learning
curve and better ensure
Trombly is a priority,”
Hodges said.

¢ Invite the school
board to a joint meeting
of the council with com-
munity engagement and
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possibly a workshop “that
educates us all on what
got us to this point and
the solutions for going
forward,” she said.

Her final point alluded
to municipal officials hav-
ing no power to tell school
officials what to do with
district property except
through political will and
enforcement of zoning
regulations.

# “Direct the city man-
ager to activate and
enforce all tools, includ-
ing those contained in the
zoning ordinance and our
city code (and) require
monthly reports from
him.”

All of which upset

Gallagher, who lost to
Hodges in the November
mayoral election.

“This mayor would like
to make amendments to
my motion and does so by
putting a full page of
added language to it. I
find it disrespectful,”
Gallagher said.

The rest of the council
voiced their opinions.

“The accountability
measures are going to be
a lot more impactful,”

Councilman Tom
Caulfield said.

“I second your com-
ments on this,

Councilmember
Caulfield,” Councilman
Brent Dreaver said.

“Ideas (Hodges) put
forth have a little more
teeth into being proactive
rather than just a couple
sentences,” Councilman
Marty McMillan said.
“This gives more oomph
toit.”

“Ijust want to move this
along,” Councilman Max
Wiener said.

“That’s what I'm trying
to do,” Caulfield said.

Councilman Tim Kolar
recommended keeping
the message simple, for
now.

“I don’t think we need,
tonight, to complicate this
process,” he said. “We
can go forward with sim-
ple language. It commu-

nicates our desires and it
starts the first step in a
process, much of which is
laid out in accountability
measures that Mayor
Hodges presented.”

Gallagher said, “My
proposal is to take my
original language from
the resolution as the pro-
posed language for the
resolution that Mayor
Hodges has put forward
and then to accept Mayor
Hodges’ strategy. That is
a nice compromise.”

The council voted unan-
imously to accept Hodges’
one-sentence introduc-
tion, but to hold off
including the eight
accountability measures.

WHAT IS

financial confidence

WORTH?

In uncertain times, like many of us have recently experienced,

knowing that you and your loved ones are prepared for the future

is priceless.

At Legacy Wealth Management, we believe giving you financial
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Matty’s Friendsgiving is Dec. 28 at Fishbones

Event honors life, benefits foundation

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Matthew Peyser was
two months shy of his
26th birthday when he
died from substance use
disorder, or SUD; how-
ever, through his par-
ents’ efforts, the 2010
Grosse Pointe North
High School grad won’t
soon be forgotten.

Following the death of
their son in 2017, Mark
and Kady Peyser wanted
to find a way to honor his
legacy while also helping
other young people with
SUD.

“In addition to our
tragedy, we know of
other Grosse Pointers
who have lost loved
ones, lost children, to
substance use disorder,”
Mark Peyser said. “We’re
pretty fortunate to live in
this community, but sub-
stance use disorder isn’t
based on socioeconomic
class. Unfortunately, our
son developed this disor-
der and we lost him.

“... There’s a stigma
attached to someone
with a substance use dis-
order,” he added.
“Eventually we realized
it can happen to any-
body.”

Kady Peyser noted
that more efforts now
are coming to the fore-
front — like Families
Against Narcotics and its
Hope Not Handcuffs
program.

“More and more orga-
nizations are getting on
board,” she said. “We
need to talk about this.
We need to make sure
there are resources for
those in need.”

One way the Peysers
honor their son’s mem-
ory — through fellow-
ship, while also raising

awareness and financial
support to assist those
struggling with SUD —
is through their Matty’s
Friendsgiving fundrais-
ing event.

The Grosse Pointe
Woods couple will host
the seventh Matty’s
Friendsgiving at 6:30
p-m. Thursday, Dec. 28,
at Fishbones, 23722
Jefferson, St. Clair
Shores.

Proceeds will benefit
the Jamie Daniels
Foundation — an initia-
tive of the Children’s
Foundation of Detroit —
which grants funds to
community partners that
provide programs,
resources and solutions
that address the ongoing
drug epidemic. Its pri-
mary focus is on children

Matty Peyser, left, with his brother, Hank, after re-
ceiving a diploma from Michigan State University.

ssir.com

and young adults who
are battling SUD, as well
as their families, through
prevention, recovery and
stigma reduction.

Matt Peyser and Jamie
Daniels were casual
friends at Michigan State
University.

While Jamie Daniels
died from SUD several
months before Matt
Peyser, the Jamie
Daniels Foundation had
not yet been created
when the Peysers hosted
their first Matty’s
Friendsgiving, which tra-
ditionally has taken
place the Friday after
Thanksgiving.

“We wanted to do
something to honor
Matty’s memory and
something for charity,”
Mark Peyser said. “Matty
was a charitable guy. If
he had $10 in his pocket
and you needed it, he’d
give it to you.

“With that being his
spirit, we wanted to
memorialize and main-
tain his legacy, but also
help others,” he added.
“Our first Matty’s
Friendsgiving benefited
Covenant House. We
raised over $25,000.”

With help from five of
Matty’s closest friends
and Matty’s brother,
Hank, the concept was
embraced; however,
after the first event,
Hank Peyser told his
parents they should con-
sider “doing something
related to the struggle
and battle with sub-
stance use disorder,”
Kady Peyser said.

When she learned
about the Jamie Daniels
Foundation, she was
quick to contact its co-
founder, Detroit Red
Wings play-by-play
announcer Ken Daniels,
about offering support.
Every year since 2018,

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE PEYSER FAMILY

Left, Matty Peyser was living and working in Florida and two months shy of his
26th birthday when he died because of substance use disorder. Above, Peyser,
right, was among the pregame flag bearers during the Detroit Red Wings 2008

run for the Stanley Cup.

proceeds from Matty’s
Friendsgiving have ben-
efited the Jamie Daniels
Foundation.

“We’re very fortunate
to meet these people and
be a part of this pro-
gram,” Mark Peyser
said. “These are great
people and they’re doing
great work. ... It’s all
about saving lives.

“... Within five years,
we’ve raised over
$120,000 for the Jamie
Daniels Foundation, pri-
marily because we’ve got
an incredible group of
friends — Kady’s friends,
my friends, Matty’s
friends,” he added.
“We’re fortunate to be in
a community that has
embraced this.”

Among those embrac-
ing the event is the
Gatzaros family
Maria, Nico, Elena and
Nico’s son, Adrian. The
owners of Fishbones in
St. Clair Shores host the
annual event in a private
room.

“The Gatzaros family
... have been big sup-
porters of our event
since its inception,”
Mark Peyser said.
“Adrian and Matty were
very close friends.”

This year’s event —
delayed one month due
to a family wedding —
will include a silent auc-
tion, raffles, heavy hors
d’oeuvres and a cash
bar. It will operate like
an open house; guests
are invited to come and
go as they please. Tickets
are not required.

“Every time, we’ve
made over $20,000,”
Mark Peyser said, noting
several businesses
donate auction items like
sports tickets, cases of
wine and artwork, as
well as raffle items, like
restaurant gift cards.
The raffle will take place
around 8 p.m.

In addition to the auc-
tion and raffle, donations
by cash, check and credit

About Matty

Matthew Peyser was born Sept. 6, 1991. He graduated from
Grosse Pointe North High School in 2010, and earned a Bachelor
of Arts degree in finance from the Eli Broad College of Business
at Michigan State University in 2014. He worked for Ernst &
Young and Mednax.

Peyser played hockey with the Grosse Pointe Hockey
Association, on both the house league and Bulldog travel team.
He also was on North’s junior varsity hockey team, as well as
North’s JV and varsity swim teams. He swam for the Grosse
Pointe Yacht Club, too.

Peyser was an on-ice flag bearer during Detroit Red Wings pre-
game ceremonies for all home playoff games in 2008, and was
part of the team’s Stanley Cup parade downtown.

“Matt was a fun-loving, athletic, outgoing child and young
adult,” said his mother, Kady Peyser. “He was kind, generous
and a loyal friend and never one to miss out on having fun. He
was active in sports and enjoyed spending time at various fami-
ly members' vacation homes on Lake Charlevoix and in Ft.
Lauderdale, Fla.

"His college years at MSU were what he said were the most fun
years of his life,” she continued. “"He was a fraternity member of
PIKE (Pi Kappa Alpha) and he studied abroad with his marketing
class the summer of 2013.”

Peyser served as his brother’s best man when Hank married
Jarvie in 2016.The couple welcomed a son and daughter, Lev
and Lilah, though Peyser never had a chance to meet them. He
passed away July 8, 2017, two months before his 26th birthday,
while living and working in Florida.

"It started with prescription opiate dependency during later
years in college, starting with oxycontin,” his mother said. “Like
many others also suffering from substance use disorder, treat-
ment and support were not fully embraced or readily available.
The stigma affected him and many others, so he hid it for a
while. No one wanted to discuss this disease. Yet more and
more, we were hearing of young adult deaths. Then mainstream
reporting gradually started to publicize and bring awareness to
an emboldened national crisis.”

Kady Peyser said because of the shame associated with sub-
stance use, she and her husband were hesitant to talk about
what had happened to their son. Eventually they realized the
impact they could have if they spoke about it. Their hope is to
help other families with loved ones battling SUD.

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
more than 1 million people have died from a drug overdose
since 1999. More than 75 percent of drug overdose deaths in
2021 involved an opioid. The number of overdose deaths in
2021 involving opioids — including prescription opioids, heroin
and synthetic opioids like fentanyl — was 10 times the number
in 1999. Overdoses involving opioids killed more than 80,000
people in 2021, and nearly 88 percent of those deaths involved
synthetic opioids.

card are welcome.

“Stop in for a short
visit,” Mark Peyser said.
“It’s lots of fun. You
never know how it will
turn out.”

More information
about the event can be
found on the Facebook
pages, Remembering
Matthew Peyser and
Matty’s FriendsGiving.

Signature | Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

18000 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe, Ml 48230

“I know of other
Grosse Pointe families
who have lost a loved
one due to SUD,” Mark
Peyser noted in an email.
“SUD is more common
than most people know.
In today’s world, SUD is
a rapidly growing and
serious issue as opioid

See MATTY, page 2B

313.888.8800
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Racing For Kids revs up the holidays with Christmas visits

Racing For Kids got a
jumpstart on the holiday
season with two special
visits to hospitalized chil-
dren at Ascension St.
John Hospital in Detroit
and Children’s Hospital
of Michigan. The visits
were Christmas gift
“drop-offs” to brighten
hospital stays for many
Grosse Pointe and metro
Detroit children.

For the visits, some of
Santa’s helpers — Pat
and Debby Wright and
Linda Finger — stopped
by the hospitals Dec. 8,
with bags full of gifts for
kids. This year’s gifts
were warm blankets fea-
turing glow-in-the-dark
stars, selected by Finger.

“I love the idea of a
child cuddling up and
being comforted under a
blanket of stars each
night,” she said.

Accompanying Racing
For Kids team members
for the Ascension St.
John visit was Riley
Slattery, one of the
Courageous Kids hon-
ored by Racing For Kids.

“I was really excited to

be a part of the Racing
for Kids gift drop
because, having been
hospitalized many times,
I know how much joy a
gift or surprise can
bring,” Slattery said. “I

know that these gifts will
bring lots of smiles this
holiday season.”

On hand to receive the
presents were Ascension
St. John officials and
Child Life staff at

COURTESY PHOTOS

Left, Racing For Kids Team members pose with
Ascension St. John officials during the Dec. 8 gift
drop. Pictured front row, from left, are Pat Wright,
Rebecca Sellers, Lisa Pinkowski, Racing For Kids
“Courageous Kid” Riley Slattery, Debby Wright,
Linda Finger, Kimberly Wheeler and Sandra Scerri;
and back row, from left, Justin McWherter,
Samantha Sheets and Rochelle Ellis. Above, Racing
For Kids made another stop at Children’s Hospital
of Michigan to bring joy to children hospitalized

over the holidays.

Children’s Hospital of
Michigan.

Since 1989, Racing For
Kids has used the popu-
larity of motorsports to

raise funding and aware-
ness of children’s health-
care needs. At the heart
of the mission are driver
visits to hospitalized chil-

dren, bringing the excite-
ment of the auto racing
world, as well as hats
and toys, to their bed-
sides. Racing For Kids
also makes donations to
the hospitals they visit,
with the funds ear-
marked for special thera-
pies or playroom
equipment.

Since its inception,
Racing For Kids has vis-
ited more than 47,000
children in the United
States, Brazil, Canada,
Mexico, Japan and
Australia. It has raised
more than $8 million for
the hospitals visited and
other children’s health
institutions.

Major sponsors include
TranSystems,
Bridgestone Firestone
Trust Fund, Douglas E.
Fregin, the Cotton fam-
ily, Peter and Peggy
Kross, Michael
McCallister and Benson
Ford Jr.

Racing For Kids is a
charity partner of the
IndyCar Series. For more
information visit racing
forkids.org.
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“Listen to Women,” the
third annual art contest
and exhibition sponsored
by the Grosse Pointe
chapter of American
Association of University
Women, is on display
through Monday, Jan. 15,
in the Grosse Pointe
Artists Association gal-
lery in The War
Memorial, 32 Lakeshore,
Grosse Pointe Farms.

Hours are 9 a.m.to 7 p.m.
Monday through
Thursday, 9 a.m. to 4
p-m. Friday and Saturday,
and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Sunday.

Library
The Grosse Pointe
Public Library hosts a
variety of programs. To
register for the following,
visit grossepointelibrary.
org.

¢ 1,000 Hours Year
End Solstice Celebration,
4:30 to 5:30 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 21, at
Ewald, 15175 E.
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe
Park.

& Teen Paint & Sip, 6
to 7 p.m. Thursday, Dec.
21, at Woods, 20680
Mack, Grosse Pointe
Woods.

& Reader Dog, 2 to 3
p-m. Saturday, Dec. 23,
at Ewald, 15175 E.
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe
Park.

¢ You Kill Me: The
True Crime Book Club, 7

GROSSE POINTE ANIMAL ADOPTION SOCIETY

20542 Harper
(tennon and Harper)

(313) 884-1551

WWwWw.gpaas.org

— - u

Animals Available for
Adoption at gpaas.org

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
313-884-1551 OR www.gpaas.org
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MAPLE

Female,

1 year old,
American Bulldog
Mix, Tricolor,
45 Ibs.

M

O(oén House BEvery Saturday)
10:00anm-12:00pnr for Dogs & Cats

P NOELLE

Female, 4 months old,

shorthair, Gray.

COME SEE US AT OUR

DREAM IT. DESIGN IT. BUILD IT.

SHOWROOM ON MACK AVENUE!

Featuring many new items and displays including
German made Haecker cabinetry.

Five designers on staff to serve your remodeling needs.

20485 Mack Ave ® Grosse Pointe Woods © 313-332-0549

A Connell Company
www.pointedesigns.com

to 8 p.m. Tuesday, Dec.
26, at Woods, 20680
Mack, Grosse Pointe
Woods.

¢ 5th & 6th Grade
Book Group, 7 to 8:30
p-m. Tuesday, Dec. 26, at
Central, 10 Kercheval,
Grosse Pointe Farms.

& Reader Dog, 11 a.m.
to noon Wednesday, Dec.
27, at Woods, 20680
Mack, Grosse Pointe
Woods.

¢ Holiday Break
Movie, 11 a.m. to 12:45
p-m. Thursday, Dec. 28,
at Woods, 20680 Mack,
Grosse Pointe Woods.

& GPPL Friends $5 Bag
Sale, 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 30, at
Woods, 20680 Mack,
Grosse Pointe Woods.

Blood drives

The American Red
Cross hosts the following
blood drives:

¢ 12:30 to 6 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 22, The
Neighborhood Club,
17150 Waterloo, City of
Grosse Pointe.

¢ 7:15a.m.to 1:15 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 22,
Ascension St. John
Hospital, 22101 Moross,

Detroit.
¢ 11 am. to 5 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 28,

Roseville Public Library,
29777 Gratiot, Roseville.

¢ 8 am. to 2 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 29, Pointe
Fitness, 19556 Harper,
Harper Woods.

¢ 10 am. to 4 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 29, St. Clair
Shores Senior Center,
20100 Stephens, St. Clair
Shores.

Register at redcross
blood.org.

See EVENTS, page 10B

MATTY:

Continued from page 1B

and other substance
addiction is on the fore-
front of our society.
While it 1is being
addressed by our politi-
cal leaders and medical
professionals, other
assistance is needed.

“In starting Matty’s
Friendsgiving, the goal
was to create a legacy for
our son which is founded
upon spreading the
awareness of the grow-
ing SUD problem and to
seek financial support
for the mission of the
JDF, which is to save
others’ lives by providing
education, resources,
guidance and support to
those struggling with
substance use. This is a
very worthy cause and
one that Kady, Hank and
I are proud to be associ-
ated with.”
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The foundation

Ken Daniels and Lisa Daniels-Goldman established the Jamie
Daniels Foundation in memory of their late son, Jamie, who died
from an overdose at the age of 23, while receiving treatment for

a substance use disorder.

The foundation is driven to affect change by providing hope to
families of children, youth and young adults struggling with SUD.
The foundation supports prevention and recovery efforts, as
well as works to reduce the stigma associated with SUD.

At the elementary level, students in West Bloomfield are learn-
ing mindfulness and coping skills while building emotional resis-
tance thanks to yoga classes funded by the Jamie Daniels

Foundation.

The foundation also has provided significant funds to the
Adolescent Addiction Recovery Center, located at Children’s
Hospital of Michigan in Troy. The new outpatient-based clinic fo-
cuses solely on adolescents struggling with substance abuse

and mental health challenges.

It also funds recovery programs at hine Michigan colleges and
universities, providing resources and guidance to more than

150,000 students.

In addition, the foundation is playing a significant role advocat-
ing for the passage of the bipartisan No PAIN Act, which pro-
motes non-opioid drug options and alternative pain manage-

ment for post-surgery patients.

The foundation raises funds through its Celebrity Roast & Toast
each fall at the Soundboard at Motor City Casino, as well as its
Comedy Night of Hope at Mark Ridley’s Comedy Castle in the

spring.

For more information, visit jamiedanielsfoundation.org.
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G. Arthur Redebaugh had ties to Grosse Pointe Woods.

In search of: Heirloom Archeology
looking for Redebaugh descendants

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Reuniting families with
long-lost historical
objects is a total passion
project for Chris Hodge,
whose day job is in the
hospitality industry, but
whose “love job” is
Heirloom Archeology,
which he founded in
2002.

“It’s the most reward-
ing thing,” said Hodge,
who is based in Nashville.
“This has been a passion
of mine for a very long
time.”

After rescuing a photo
book from a storage unit
in Bolingbrook, Ill.,
Grosse Pointe has landed
on Hodge’s radar.
Specifically, Grosse
Pointe Woods. More spe-
cifically, descendants of
G. Arthur Redebaugh.

“I’ve never seen any-
thing like it before,”
Hodge said. “I didn’t call
it a photo album, because
... this is a 5-by-7 matte
photo on a larger 6-by-8
page. There are 10 pages.
It’s like a little photo-
graph album, but it’s very
elaborate. The whole
book is like a very deli-
cate, thin cardboard that
doesn’t have a real bind-
ing.”

The book was bound
with “a thin, braided, ele-
gant sort of shoestring
that was woven through
three holes to tighten the
book together,” Hodge
said.

“The one thing we’ve
been able to find through
our research so far is all
the people in it went to
the University of Illinois
in Champaign in the
early 1930s,” he added. “I
think maybe it was one
person who collected
photos from their friends.
This was a friend group,
maybe involved in one
thing specifically.”

The photo in question
is of G. Arthur
Redebaugh, as a teen —
either a high school
senior or college fresh-
man. Hodge tracked
down Redebaugh’s ori-
gins to Grosse Pointe
Woods and, “based on all
of the other photographs,
we’ve been able to cor-
rectly identify him.”

Other photographs in
the book include people
whose surnames are
Litwiller, Madson,
Philbrook, Dix, Muser,
Philhower, Carper and
Muggins, among others.

“Their handwriting is
on it,” he noted. “Each
person wrote their own

name beneath their J§

photo.”

Those with informa-
tion about G. Arthur
Redebaugh or his family
are asked to share infor-
mation and connect with
Hodges via Facebook:

Page: facebook.com/
heirloomarchaeology.

Group: facebook.com/
groups/Heirloom
Archaeology.

It takes a team

Through Heirloom
Archeology, Hodge has
returned hundreds of
items to families who
have lost them. He does
so by going through mul-
tiple channels, including
social media and news
outlets.

“I want to make sure I
give it back to the real
relative,” he said. “That’s
the reason I use so many
channels.”

He relies on Heirloom
Archeology’s Facebook
page and Facebook
group page to crowd-
source. With a combined
20,000-plus followers,
they often come through
for him.

“I do a lot of posting,”
he said. “I love a big pres-
ence. The more mem-
bers, the more research.
We’re all working
together to piece together
the puzzle, to figure out
who might be out there.”

He noted the impor-
tance of vetting potential
leads.

“When you find stuff
from the mid-19th cen-
tury, there are 50, 60,
maybe 70 people that
could be that person I'm
looking for),” he said.
“It’s a big red flag when
people ask how much it’s
worth. When we give
something back, we want
to know they’ll take good
care of it and give it to the
next person in their fam-

ily who will take care of
it. I just want to give it
back to a person who’s
going to be a good stew-
ard of it.”

There’s no fee involved
in the process. Hodges
simply wants to put items
back in families’ hands.
He said there are no
words to describe the
feeling he gets when he
finds who he’s looking
for.

His first project
involved a turn-of-the-
century photo album he
found in a shared storage
unit. Finding a family
member to return it to
took a year and a half.

“There was no social
media,” he said. “I felt
like I was on a telethon,
calling every newspaper
and historical society I
could think of. I talked to
hundreds of widows and
widowers. ...

“I thought it was a
dead end; I was frus-
trated,” he continued.
“Then one day I called a
man in Bend, Ore.,
named Taylor Yocum.
He seemed a bit forgetful
... but the moment I
thought that, he said his
uncle used to work on
telephone lines.”

Hodge glanced at a
photo of a man of similar
description and felt a
glimmer of hope.

“Then it was like he
started reading the book
in my hand,” he said.
“Page after page, he was
telling me what was in
the photos. I realized this
was his — his family’s. I
checked a few more
boxes and then sent it to
him in the mail.”

Yocum called Hodge
when he received the
album.

“If I could have bottled
the conviction in his

from all of us at

voice at the time,” Hodge
recalled. “There were
pictures of him when he
was a kid he’d never
seen, pictures of aunts
and uncles (he’d lost
touch with). It was the
most beautiful experi-
ence I'd ever had in my
life.”

And it’s what inspired
him to launch Heirloom
Archeology.

“I love finding out who
people are, what they
did,” Hodge said. “... I'm
going to do this the rest
of my life.”

He’s currently working
on building out a front-
facing website and data-
base that will be free for
users.

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

I'll take that to go!

Last month, photographer Renee Landuyt was driv-
ing on St. Paul in the City of Grosse Pointe when a
raptor flew by her car. When she stopped, she
watched it fly across the front of her car to the side
yard of a house on St. Paul. It was a juvenile
Cooper’s hawk, which landed in the side yard where
a squirrel was looking for a meal.

Top, the Cooper’s hawk initially landed on the air-
conditioning unit and watched the squirrel run up
and down a tree. The squirrel didn’t seem to be
bothered by the hawk’s presence and continued to
run around in front of the hawk.

Bottom, the hawk then went to the other side of the
tree and landed on the ground. The squirrel mo-
mentarily disappeared and the hawk continued his
lookout when the brave — or naive — squirrel
popped his head up behind the hawk, photobomb-
ing it. The hawk then flew off, possibly looking for a
less crafty squirrel to have for lunch.

In one day, a Cooper’s hawk can eat an amount of
food equivalent to 12 percent of its body weight.
That would be similar to a 130-pound person eating
14 pounds of food — or four or five pizzas — daily.
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Park presents beautification honors

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

It’s not a cliché if its
true and Mike Fikany left
no stone unturned when
beautifying landscaping
of the house he bought
four years ago.

“There’s not a blade of
grass or plant on the
property now that was
there when we bought it,”
he said.

Fikany was one of 35
recipients of annual
awards from the Grosse
Pointe Park Beautification
Commission during a cer-
emony Thursday, Nov.
23, at the Tompkins
Center at Windmill Pointe
Park.

“It’s quite an honor,”
Fikany said. “There are
hundreds more, believe
me, who are just as
deserving as anyone here
tonight.”

“Tonight is the culmi-
nation of a year of taking
alook at all of the beauti-
ful properties we have
around the city and how
much you guys have done
to make your properties
beautiful,” Kim Clexton,
chairwoman of the
14-member commission,
told the gathering. “We
split the city into five
areas and split our com-
mission into five areas
where we go out during
June and July to see what
everybody’s done.”

Among other winning
homeowners was Andrew
Turnbull.

He grew up in the Park,
moved to the City of
Grosse Pointe, was
elected to council and has
returned to where it all
began.

“Moving back to the
Park, building a new
home and making this
city that I grew up in a
more vibrant, beautiful
area is something we all
should strive for,”
Turnbull said.

Awards are based on
property enhanced by
landscaping, floral dis-
plays, renovation, resto-
ration, preservation,
maintenance and addi-
tions.

“Thank you for being
the heart and soul of our
community,” Mayor
Michele Hodges told
everyone. “I look forward
to honoring you tonight.”

A list of winners in four
categories — residential,
centennial (for properties
at least 100 years old),
business and civic — fol-
low with excerpts of
judges’ comments.

Residential

& Richard Griesback,
1239 Wayburn: “This
charming two-family
home recently underwent
a landscape renovation.
Front and center is the
newly installed raised bed
bordered in stone and
filled with a variety of
rounded boxwood, up-
right perennials and a
low-creeping groundcov-
er.”

¢ Patrick Osman, 1389
Nottingham: “Hidden be-
hind a newly planted tree,
this charming bungalow
is nestled in a carpet of
green. The American flag
provides a patriotic splash
of color, coordinating
with the red-blooming pe-
rennials along the edge of
the property.”

4 Mr. and Mrs. Audrius
Palubinskas, 1436
Somerset: “A striking,
red-bricked home is ac-
cented in ivory-colored
stone that elegantly
frames the beautifully
curved front door. Lush
shrubbery, yew and rho-
dodendron frame the
shaded front porch

PHOTO BY BRAD LINDBERG

Among recipients of this year’s Park Beautification Commission Beatification Awards, from left, Andrew
and Alicia Turnbull and Mike Fikany attend an awards ceremony at the Tompkins Center.

proudly displaying the

American flag.”
& Lester and Amy
Lachuk, 934

Westchester: “A maple
tree and decorative shrub-
bery provide afternoon
shade, framing the home
perfectly. A butterfly gar-
den, including purple
coneflowers and splashes
of yellow and pink, greets
passers-by with a warm
welcome and provides
pollinators a welcome
stop.”

& Craig and Erin
Dulman, 979 Balfour:
“Hydrangeas blooming
lushly in white work in
concert with white ac-
cents on the Balfour colo-
nial. Shapely arborvitaes
on each side of the home
keep a symmetrical aes-
thetic and highlight a
lovely garage with dark
wooden doors to one side
of the home.”

¢ Jack Kalmink, 808
Berkshire: “Burning
bush, laceleaf maple and
a finely manicured lawn
and hedges bring a con-
servative sophistication to
the property. Turn the
corner and enjoy the
whimsical garden art,
flower beds and grasses
that line the wrought iron
fencing.”

¢ Robert Baker Jr., 653
Pemberton: “The center
walkway made of pavers
and bluestones leads you
to a cheerful entrance full
of colorful annuals.
Neatly trimmed box-
woods, hydrangeas, orna-
mental grasses and pe-
rennials ensure that there
is something to enjoy dur-
ing every season.”

& The Bonkosky fami-
ly, 706 Balfour: “Large
clusters of hydrangea and
rhododendron add tex-
ture and color to the land-
scape. Heart-shaped
leaves of the Little Leaf
Linden tree provide shade
throughout summer,
while the fragrant yellow
flowers attract bees, but-
terflies and other pollina-
tors.”

¢ Kenneth and Mary
Dziuba, 15105 Windmill
Pointe Drive: “Japanese
maples, yew, conifers and
many specimen trees and
shrubs line the property.
There is something to en-
joy during all seasons;
Lenten rose, spring bulbs,
zinnias, cannas and other
perennials accent the
property.” Also a winner
in 1988.

¢ Gina Walker, 15836-
38 Windmill Pointe
Drive: “Verdant must
surely be the word that
comes to mind when
passing by this richly

planted landscape. A
sweeping hedge of box-
wood elegantly divides
one side of the landscape,
leading back to a second
group of nicely trimmed
shrubs. Posts with annu-
als in bloom adorn each
side of the sage green
door that contrasts so ele-
gantly with the ivory-col-
ored brick.”

& Carolyn and Philip
Rossi, 817 Bedford: “An
elegantly curved front
walkway, rose-colored
brick and old-world styled
roof evoke a sense of
country-cottage whimsy
in this lovely landscape.
Shrubbery and hostas fill
the beds, with blooms in
pink and white adding
splashes of color across
the front facade of this
lovely residence.

¢ James Harvey, 844
Whittier: “A beautifully
shaped Japanese red ma-
ple flanks one side of the
landscape, picking up the
rich tones of the dark red
brick. Perennials of var-
ied height and texture fill
the beds, featuring
blooms in white that pick
up the stone-colored ac-
cents of the home.”

& Michael and Linda
Fikany, 807 Park Lane:
“Elegantly shaped beds
sweep across the front fa-
cade and include nicely
shaped boxwoods, hos-
tas, shrubbery and
splashes of colorful pe-
rennials. A winding, rose-
paved walkway offsets
the light-colored brick-
work, complemented by
two upright Japanese red
maples in a deep purple
hue.”

4 James and Elizabeth
Dailey, 910 Edgemont
Park: “This home boasts
curb appeal from front to
back. Beds surrounding
the landscape are planted
with hostas in blue and
green, all hedged in box-
wood, creating a unified
effect. A large engraved
boulder to the front taste-
fully displays the address,
alongside mature London
planetrees that are certain
to provide interest across
the seasons.”

& Andrew and Alicia
Turnbull, 855 Bishop:
“This stunning home is a
new addition to the neigh-
borhood. Newly planted
shrubs border the front of
the property, while color-
ful pots provide splashes
of color while the land-
scape matures.

¢ “For our landscape
design to come together,
Phil Pitters (Residential &
Commercial Outdoor
Specialists) saved us,”
Andrew Turnbull said.

“We had a (high school)
graduation party for our
son and a timetable to
meet. Pitters was able to
get it done. He gave us the
bedrock to make the
house look great.”

¢ Mark and Dana
Kaiser, 1048 Yorkshire:
“A curved walkway spans
and intersects the front
lawn, bordered neatly by
planted beds aligned
across the landscape. A
row of ornamental grass-
es provides spikes of
green on either side, lead-
ing to rows of neatly
rounded shrubs toward
the center and splashes of
bright perennials as you
approach the front door.”

¢ Ann Brink Trust,
1018 Harvard: “Curved
beds include mature
yews, lush groundcovers
and small trees providing
just the right touch of
height. A row of tall arbor-
vitae borders the drive-
way; hydrangeas provide
a splash of pink and a
lemon-colored front door
complete this beautiful fa-
cade.”

4 Noah Resnick and
Melissa Dittmer, 1037
Kensington: “A lovely,
mature paper birch flanks
one side of the home and
is surrounded by a circu-
lar row of tall shrubbery
and variegated hostas.
Flower beds span the
front facade of the house,
neatly bordered by evenly
rounded boxwood, and
perennials in pink provide
splashes of color that
highlight this home beau-

tifully.”
¢ Patrick Dennehy,
1115 Berkshire:

“Elegantly curved beds
are lush with short orna-
mental grasses and a box-
wood hedge against a
backdrop of spectacular
hydrangeas with a multi-
tude of white blooms. A
Golden Falls redbud tree
flanks the bed at the
driveway side, leading to
a front porch highlighted
by conical evergreens and
quietly guarded by stone
canine statues.”

& Michael and
Rebecca VanBrienen,
1162 Buckingham: “The
highlight of this land-
scape as you approach
the property is the gor-
geous flower bed border-
ing the sidewalk and front
lawn. Bordered by a row
of evergreen shrubs to the
front and holly in the
back, it includes bright
green hydrangea with lav-
ender blooms, a tall ce-
ment pot with cascading
greenery and a black iron
gate.”

¢ James Matthew

Corbett, 1383 Cadieux:
“This center entrance
Colonial welcomes you
with a floral wreath and
floral planters decorated
with American flags. A
red, white and blue ban-
ner is to the left of the
walkway. Symmetrical
plantings on each side of
the entrance have tiers of
large, mature hydrangeas
in the background fronted
by a nicely manicured
boxwood hedge and
yews.”

¢ David and Judith
Brophy, 1314 Yorkshire:
“A large Japanese maple
graces the center of the
elongated, raised garden
bed and a smaller, lacey
leaf Japanese maple an-
chors the other end of the
bed. Unfortunately, this
property recently lost a
huge tree from the front
yard due to storm dam-

age.”
¢ Jayne Kasuba, 1247
Kensington: “(The

house) is headquarters
for a spring garden.
Numerous azaleas, rho-
dodendrons, tulips and
other spring blooms blan-
ket the front yard. It is a
feast for the eyes.
Greeting you at the en-
trance to the driveway is a
decorative address plaque
adorned by a seasonally
changing wreath.”

¢ Roger and Nancy
Kline, 1342 Berkshire:
“The flag that welcomes
you at the lamppost of this
charming, two-story, cen-
tral entrance Colonial
says, ‘Bee Happy,” and
this landscaping puts one
in a very happy mood.
The front beds are filled
with a variety of sedum
and hostas interspersed
with daisies, impatiens,
roses and black-eyed
Susan’s.”

¢ Chris and Andrew
Wright Life Estate, 1261
Balfour: “All the plant-
ings as well as the house
are nicely maintained.
The gardens to each side
of the entrance have large
hydrangeas with huge
blooms bordered by var-
iegated hostas and bego-
nias. An attractive planter
pot graces the landing.”

Century

¢ Roy Edmonds, 699
Balfour: “Medium-sized
trees symmetrically frame
the landscape on either
side, perfectly highlight-
ing the double chimneys.
A tall hedge of squared-
off evergreens provides a
screen along the drive-
way; sprays of lilies and
white annuals border
raised beds, flanking the
front porch and lovely

arched front door.”

¢ Bruce and Christine
Knapp, 921 Balfour:
“Curved beds hedged in
neatly trimmed boxwood
include sprays of orna-
mental grasses and pe-
rennials in pink providing
delicate splashes of color.
A raised bed closer to the
house is lush with white
hydrangea to one side,
leading to a front porch
adorned by colorful pots
and stone lion statues.”

& George C. Liller,
1238 Lakepointe: “Upper
beds replace the lawn
with lush groundcover,
evergreens to each side
and yucca providing
height and texture.
Hanging ferns, potted
pink annuals, colorful
flower pots and stone li-
ons put the finishing
touch on this lovely
home.”

4 Duhaime-Clark fam-
ily, 1007 Bishop:
“Geometrically curved
flower beds are bordered
by thick groundcover sur-
rounding an evergreen
hedge. Lush hydrangea to
either side bloom in
shades of rose and white
against a backdrop of per-
fectly trimmed yews.”

¢ John Francis and
Kim Van Elslander,
15410 Windmill Pointe
Drive: “Short swaths of
lawn are bordered exten-
sively with elegantly
shaped flower beds,
hedged-in boxwoods
across the expanse of the
front facade. A row of gor-
geous hydrangeas are
planted along the entire
length of the house,
blooming in light pink
and providing the perfect

splash of color.”
Business

L e Rouge
Boulangerie, 15215

Kercheval: “A lovely bak-
ery dressed in deep red
and adorned by its signa-
ture red rooster is a wel-
come addition to down-
town Grosse Pointe Park.
A cheerful, red and white
striped awning and accor-
dion windows provide the
experience of a French
café.”

¢ Brine Oyster House,
15033 Kercheval:
“Another new addition to
the neighborhood ... this
property has been abso-
lutely transformed. Newly
constructed in traditional
New Orleans oyster-bar-
style, the two-story build-
ing, complete with
wrought iron, wrap-
around balcony, evokes
the ambience of the
French Quarter.”

Both businesses are at
least partly owned by the
owner of the Grosse
Pointe News.

Civic

¢ Julian Kefallinos,
16762 E. Jefferson: “At
the corner of Jefferson
and Cadieux, Julian
Kefallinos watched as the
Grosse Pointe Park
Welcome Sign at the cor-
ner slowly declined, as
garden available staff
dwindled during the pan-
demic. This spring, Julian
contracted with
Allemon’s Landscape
Center to rejuvenate this
small garden bed and
maintain it through the
season, bringing this most
needed welcome to our
community back to life.
For his contribution, we
award one of our highest
honors, the Civic Award.”

Sustainability
Committee

¢ Kelly Konieczki:
“(For) efforts in support
of the newly formed
Beautification
Commission
Sustainability Committee
... Konieczki (has) a com-
mitment to inform citi-

See BEAUTY, page 5B
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Match the house with its description to win!

Judging by the sheer volume of beau-
tification award winners in Grosse
Pointe Park, it’s clear the city’s streets
are lined with lavish landscaping and
small-town charm. The care homeown-

ers put into their properties is evident
and what better way to celebrate this
strength than with a contest?

Readers are invited to try their hand at
this match game — match the house let-

ters with the corresponding description right description will be entered to win a
numbers — and send their entries to the
Grosse Pointe News by emailing media@
grossepointenews.com. Voters who cor-
rectly match all seven houses with the

$100 gift card to Allemon’s Landscape

The deadline to submit these matches
is midnight, Sunday, Dec. 31. Good luck!

1. Michael and Rebecca
VanBrienen, 1162 Buckingham:
“The highlight of this landscape
as you approach the property is
the gorgeous flower bed bor-
dering the sidewalk and front
lawn. Bordered by a row of
evergreen shrubs to the front
and holly in the back, it includes
bright green hydrangea with
lavender blooms, a tall cement
pot with cascading greenery
and a black iron gate.”

2. Andrew and Alicia
Turnbull, 855 Bishop: “This
stunning home is a new addi-
tion to the neighborhood.
Newly planted shrubs border
the front of the property, while
colorful pots provide splashes
of color while the landscape
matures.

3. Lester and Amy Lachuk,
934 Westchester: “A maple tree
and decorative shrubbery pro-
vide afternoon shade, framing
the home perfectly. A butterfly

DESCRIPTIONS

garden, including purple cone-
flowers and splashes of yellow
and pink, greets passers-by
with a warm welcome and pro-
vides pollinators a welcome
stop.”

4. Richard Griesback, 1239
Wayburn: “This charming two-
family home recently under-
went a landscape renovation.
Front and center is the newly
installed raised bed bordered in
stone and filled with a variety of
rounded boxwood, upright
perennials and a low-creeping
groundcover.”

5. John Francis and Kim Van
Elslander, 15410 Windmill
Pointe Drive: “Short swaths of
lawn are bordered extensively
with elegantly shaped flower
beds, hedged-in boxwoods
across the expanse of the front
facade. A row of gorgeous
hydrangeas are planted along
the entire length of the house,
blooming in light pink and pro-

viding the perfect splash of
color.”

6. Jayne Kasuba, 1247
Kensington: “(The house) is
headquarters for a spring gar-
den. Numerous azaleas, rhodo-
dendrons, tulips and other
spring blooms blanket the front
yard. It is a feast for the eyes.
Greeting you at the entrance to
the driveway is a decorative
address plaque adorned by a
seasonally changing wreath.”

7. James Matthew Corbett,
1383 Cadieux: “This center
entrance Colonial welcomes
you with a floral wreath and flo-
ral planters decorated with
American flags. A red, white
and blue banner is to the left of
the walkway. Symmetrical
plantings on each side of the
entrance have tiers of large,
mature hydrangeas in the back-
ground fronted by a nicely
manicured boxwood hedge and
yews.”

PHOTOS COURTESY OF GROSSE POINTE PARK
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Continued from page 4B

zens about how they can sup-
port pollinators and prevent
their extinctions.”

& James Creighton and
Diana Zhao: “(They) volun-
teered at the start of the season
to enlarge the common milk-

weed bed at the Patterson
(Park) boardwalk. They put
many hours of hard work into
helping us restore that area.
The boardwalk is a more beau-
tiful and ecologically beneficial
landscape because of their ded-
ication.”

Adopt-a-Garden
¢ Along the Patterson Park

boardwalk this year volunteers
“cleaned up debris, cleared
storm damage, weeded and
mulched during four communi-
ty events. The transformation
was amazing. Inner beds along
the length of the boardwalk
were restored to the condition
we expect in our parks.”
Receiving certificates were
volunteers Olga Merametdjian,

Amanda Adams and family,
Councilman Marty McMillan,
Councilman Brent Dreaver,
Joana Dreaver, Grace Dreaver,
Susan Niemenski, Tina
Ziemba, David Swank, Mayor
Michele Hodges and, for donat-
ing plants, Otherworld Grosse
Polite Nursery.

In addition to Chairwoman
Clexton, members of the Park

Beautification Commission are
Vice Chair Alicia Klien,
Recording Secretary Shellie
Hansen, Lisa Kyle, Diane
MacConnachie, Anne Billiu,
Carolyn Byrd, Pat Deck, Cheryl
Gauss, Nicholas Gwozdz,
Armen Gulian, Barbara Miller,
City Forester Brian Colter and
former Councilman Vikas
Relan.
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Can-do attitude

The community came
through for St. Paul
Catholic School, whose
SOUP-er canned food
drive amassed a whop-
ping 5,313 cans.

The top in-school col-
lection came courtesy of
Connor Curt’s seventh-
grade homeroom stu-
dents, who turned in 781
cans.

Students and staff cel-
ebrated with a pep rally
featuring three adminis-
trators racing remote-
controlled cars through a
student-assembled race-
track — the St. Paul
Speedway. The Rev.
Andrew Smith won the
race, but several charities
won the day, as every can
was donated to those in
need.

Following the race, St.
Paul Thursday Advisory
Program students loaded
vehicles with donations,
which were delivered to

the Deo Gratias food
pantry at St. Jude
Catholic Church, St.
Leo’s Soup Kitchen,
Nativity of Our Lord
Catholic Church pantry
and St. Raymond
Catholic Church pantry.
Additionally, three family
homes received pantry
packs filled with food.

“As we enter into a
time of year were the
emphasis is on gratitude,
we are thankful for the
opportunity to serve
those in need,” said
Tricia Kesteloot, director
of evangelical charity.
“Our focus is on how we
are called to serve as
neighbors in need. So
many families are in need
of food and resource
assistance.”

The school goal for the
drive was 1,000 cans and
Kesteloot had hoped to
see another 1,000 cans
from the community.

Karen Rosenbach and Niah Maroney balance cans
while helping build the race track.

Above, from left, Maleah Miller, Nate Bejin, Addie Wrobel-Szkola and
William Shore stack cans. Right, more than 5,000 cans were collected
during the drive and then lined up to form a race track. Several were
stacked at the turns.

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

Above, A.J. Hakim, a St. Paul middle school teacher,
hands Elise Tranchida three cases of cans to open
and help stack. Right, Father Andrew Smith,
Assistant Principal Amy Bingle and Principal Tina
Forsythe stand with their remote-control cars while
they practice for the race. Father Jim Bilot served in
the pit crew for the race.
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Obituary notices are purchased and often prewritten by family or friends. While
we try to run obituaries as submitted, we nevertheless reserve the right to edit for

accuracy, style and length.

Leo “Lou”
Bournias

Leo “Lou” Bournias, 90,
passed away peacefully
Tuesday, Dec. 12, 2023,
surrounded by his daugh-
ter and son.

Always sacrificing for
others, Lou was a kind,
selfless person and very
proud American. Much of
his youth involved spend-
ing time with his parents,
sister and cousins and
working in his father’s
restaurant, prior to serv-
ing the country by joining
the U.S. Army. He
recently recalled that he
spent his 16th birthday
working a double shift
that included washing
dishes and working the
register.

During his time in the
Army, he was promoted
to play a key role at a sat-
ellite tracking station in
Cuba during the race
against the Soviet Union
prior to Fidel Castro’s
regime. Following an
honorable discharge, he
returned to Detroit and
met the love of his life,
Angela Cholack, in a
church bowling league.

After marrying and
starting a family, Lou
returned to serving the
country as a civilian con-
tract specialist with the
U.S. Army. After a few
years, he took on an over-
seas two-year civilian
assignment for the U.S.
Navy to Greece in the
1970s. With his wife and
children, Karen and
George, he greatly
enjoyed this special time
exploring the country
and the Greek Islands on
weekends and during
holidays. Their time in
Greece was a lifetime
highlight and undoubt-
edly helped fuel his love
of further researching the
family tree.

Upon their return to the
U.S., Lou worked for the
Department of Defense at
TACOM and was the lead
contracting officer on the
world’s single largest
commercial truck con-
tract for production of six
different types of vehi-
cles.

Together, Lou and
Angela were very special
parents. They created a
beautiful life and family
together. Theirs was a
marriage of mutual love,
joy and affection and cre-
ated a wonderful family
legacy.

While he will be
remembered for these
achievements, he was the
kindest and most gener-
ous father, Papou and
friend. He loved his fam-
ily, his Greek heritage
and discussing history.
He was a fan of baseball
and football, specifically
the Detroit Tigers, Detroit
Lions, University of
Michigan Wolverines and
Michigan State Spartans.
Lou also was one to fol-
low the stock market in
his spare time. Over the
years, he enjoyed weekly
coffee gatherings with his
friends and senior group
luncheons at his church.
He and his wife were
great supporters of the
Hellenic Museum of
Michigan.

Lou was predeceased
by his parents, George
and Maria; and his wife,
Angela. He is survived by
his daughter, Karen
Panagos; son-in-law, Dr.
Chris Panagos; grand-
children, Dr. Angela
Panagos, Dr. Chrissy
Panagos and Dean

Panagos; son, George
Bournias; daughter-in-
law, Laurie Bournias; sis-
ter, Feenee Horattas
(Chris); and many won-
derful nieces, nephews
and cousins.

Lou’s viewing was held
at A.H. Peters Funeral
Home in Grosse Pointe
Woods. His funeral was
held at Assumption
Greek Orthodox Church
in St. Clair Shores. He
will be greatly missed by
many.

Memorial contribu-
tions in Lou’s name may
be made to the Hellenic
Museum of Michigan, 67
E. Kirby, Detroit, MI
48202, or Assumption
Greek Orthodox Church,
21800 Marter, St. Clair
Shores, MI 48080, go
assumption.org/steward
ship.

Joseph Paul Poirier

Joseph Paul Poirier,
known to friends as “Joe,”
63, passed away
Saturday, Dec. 9, 2023.

Joe was born in Detroit
to Paul and Bertha (nee
Michels) Poirier. He is
survived by his beloved
wife, Diane; father, Paul;
sister-in-law, Karen
Kowalsky (David);
brother, Kenneth Poirier
(Laura); five loving
nieces, Mary Wagner
(Neil), Ann Minjeur
(Patrick), Maureen Weiss
(Stuart), Bernadette
Jones (Zachary) and
Rose Poirier; as well as
nine great-nieces and
great-nephews. He was
predeceased by his
mother, Bertha.

Joe graduated from
Bishop Gallagher High
School in 1978, and
earned a baccalaureate
degree in criminal justice
from Eastern Michigan
University in 1983. Aside
from his studies at
Eastern, Joe thoroughly
enjoyed fulfilling his
duties as house manager
for the house operated by
his fraternity, Kappa Phi
Alpha.

After graduation he
worked as a security offi-
cer for the Renaissance
Center in Detroit, where
he met the love of his life,
Diane. They married in
1988.

Joe fulfilled his lifelong
ambition to become a
police officer, serving the
city of Detroit from 1987
to 1989. In 1989, he
expanded his public ser-
vice, joining the Grosse
Pointe Park Public Safety
Department, continuing
his work as a police offi-
cer, taking on the addi-
tional responsibilities of a
firefighter and an emer-
gency medical responder.
Joe retired from public
service after 27 years in
2014.

Joe was a sports enthu-
siast and readily gave
interesting details about
the teams he enjoyed fol-
lowing, including the
Detroit Tigers and
University of Michigan
Wolverines. He loved tell-
ing stories, especially
about his life at home
with Diane and their
sheepdog, Lilly, but you
had to dig to learn about
some of his accomplish-
ments because he was
not one to brag about
himself. While serving in
Detroit, for example, Joe
received a commendation
for saving the life of a
person who was about to
jump off the Belle Isle
Bridge.

Joe was known and
loved by his many rela-
tives, friends and those
met in public service for
his ready wit, sense of
humor, strong sense of
justice and concern for
the underdog. He loved
his family and his friends
and especially enjoyed
the time he shared with
them all.

A celebration of life will
be held at a later date.

Matthew Daniel
Czerkis

Matthew Daniel
Czerkis, 51, passed away
Tuesday, Nov. 28, 2023.
He was a spouse and dear
friend.

Matthew was diag-
nosed with liver cancer in
April 2022, and chose to
keep the news within the
family. Despite his
immense bravery, treat-
ment was unsuccessful.

Matthew graduated
from Grosse Pointe North
High School. He was a
third generation union
journeyman electrician
with IBEW Local 58 since
1994. When he wasn’t
watching his beloved
Michigan Wolverines
football, basketball and
Detroit Tigers baseball,
Matthew enjoyed golfing,
traveling, riding motorcy-
cles, fishing and spend-
ing time with his dogs,
family and friends.

Matthew is survived by
his wife, Katherine;
mother, Judith; father,
John; brother, Stephen
(Pamela); and nephews,
Ian and Scott. He is being
cremated and a celebra-
tion of life party will
occur in 2024.

Gordon Thomas
Harding

Gordon Thomas
Harding passed away
peacefully Friday, Dec. 8,
2023.

He was born July 10,
1939, in London, Ontario,
Canada. He is survived by
his sister, Shirley Glass;
beloved wife, Anne; son,
Thomas Gordon; daugh-
ter-in-law, Janelle; and
grandson, Jayden Elias.

A proud graduate of
Wayne State University
with a degree in civil
engineering, Gordon
spent his entire career
working for the city of
Windsor. Known for his
dedication and passion
for municipal and politi-
cal affairs, he was an inte-
gral part of supporting
the city’s development
and progress.

Beyond his profes-
sional life, Gordon had a
love of sports, a passion
that began in high school
when he played football.
Throughout his life, he
remained an avid sports
enthusiast, enjoying
watching and attending
baseball, hockey and
football.

A man of diverse inter-
ests, Gordon had a deep
love for reading, sub-
scribing to many recre-
ational and professional
publications. He enjoyed
photography, always
owning a good-quality
camera to capture
moments that mattered
to him. Gordon enjoyed
spending time outdoors
and sailing.

Gordon retired from
his position as commis-
sioner of public works in
2003, closing a chapter in
his life filled with dedica-

Leo Bournias

Joseph Paul Poirier

Matthew Daniel Czerkis

Gordon Thomas Harding

tion and service to the
city of Windsor.
Following his retirement,
he relocated to Grosse
Pointe.

Gordon’s passion for
life, ongoing pursuit of
knowledge and unwaver-
ing dedication to the city
of Windsor will be fondly
remembered by those
who had the pleasure of
knowing him.

A memorial service for
Gordon takes place at
noon Saturday, Dec. 23,
at Grosse Pointe
Memorial Church, 16
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe
Farms.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to the
Detroit Riverfront
Conservancy, detroitriver
front.org; or Essex
Region Conservation
Foundation, essexregion
conservation.ca.

John Hickey
Schoenherr

John Hickey
Schoenherr, 78, a lifelong
resident of Grosse Pointe
Farms, passed away at his
home Sunday, Dec. 10,
2023.

John is survived by his
wife of 52 years, Shelley
Gorny Schoenherr;
daughter, Brady
Schoenherr Cassell
(Craig); son, Brennan
Edward Schoenherr
(Karyn); granddaughters,
Avery Schoenherr,
Leighton Schoenherr,
Emerson Cassell and
Blake Cassell; grandson,
Keaton Cassell; and sister,
Judy Schoenherr
Huntington (John). He
was preceded in death by
his brothers, R. Stark
“Rick” Schoenherr and
Blay Schoenherr (Debi).

John was born June 6,
1945, in Grosse Pointe, to
Helen Hickey Schoenherr
and Edward James
Schoenherr, both now
deceased. He was edu-
cated at St. Paul Catholic
School, Austin Catholic
Preparatory High School
and Regis College in
Denver.

After college gradua-
tion, he joined the family
at their Ford dealership,
Stark Hickey Ford.
Eventually he developed
his own Dbusiness,
Westchester Corp., and
ventured out on his own
as a manufacturer’s repre-
sentative with Diversified
Data and Communications
and enjoyed a long asso-
ciation with Urban
Science in Detroit.

John enjoyed a lifelong
connection as a member
of Otsego Ski Club in
Gaylord, Mich., and was a
devoted, active member
of the Grosse Pointe Yacht
Club, having been elected
to the board of directors
and proudly serving as
commodore in 1996-97.
All who knew him will
remember and miss his

John Hickey Schoenherr

fabulous stories of boat-
ing and tales of the family
connection with hydro-
planes and Ford muscle
cars.

A celebration of John’s
life will take place at 3
p.m. Friday, Jan. 19, at the
Grosse Pointe Yacht Club,
788 Lakeshore, Grosse
Pointe Shores.

Memorial donations in
John’s name may be made
to Motor City Mitten
Mission, motor
citymittenmission.org/
donate; or to the McQuade
Society through the
Ascension St. John
Foundation, ascnmifnd.
org/ASJFdonate.

Share a memory at
verheyden.org.

Dr. Maria-Gertrud
Meingast

Dr. Maria-Gertrud
Meingast (nee Frenger),
98, passed away Sunday,
Nov. 26, 2023.

She was born Feb. 11,
1925, and raised on
Heinrichshof, her par-
ents’ home and farm in
Fihlingen, just outside of
Ko6ln, Germany. She
attended Gymnasium in
Koln, then went to uni-
versity in Bonn, where
she earned a doctorate
degree in medicine.

On Oct. 3, 1953, she
married physicist Dr.
Johannes Meingast in
Fihlingen. They were
married for 63 years.
Shortly after they mar-
ried, they moved to
Aachen, Germany, where
they raised five sons. In
1968, the whole family
moved to Grosse Pointe
Park. In addition to rais-
ing her sons and manag-
ing all that entails,
Maria-Gertrud enjoyed
spending time in her gar-
den, cooking, reading
books, gathering with her
many friends and travel-
ing regularly, often
yearly, back to Germany.

She kept fit into her 90s
by swimming daily at
Windmill Point Park dur-
ing the summer and
walking the boardwalk at
Three Mile/Patterson
Park in the fall and win-
ter. Of primary impor-
tance was connecting
with her children and
grandchildren, as well as
with family in Germany.
During her long life she
observed and partici-
pated in a huge amount
of history and change.
She lived through a world
depression, a world war,
the rebuilding of her
country, massive techno-
logical advances — and
she always stayed current
in her observations and
hopeful for the future.

Maria-Gertrud became
a U.S. citizen in 2016.

She will be lovingly
remembered by her chil-
dren, Hanno Meingast
(Bonnie Wheeler),
Wolfram Meingast

Dr. Maria-Gertrud Meingast

Penelope C. Swanson

(Carolyn), Christoph
Meingast (Marita
Endres), Klaus Meingast
(Heather) and Herbert
Meingast (Sara); grand-
children, Karl, Christa,
Peter, Sofia, Noelle,
Nicklaus, Kristofer,
Alexander, Claire and
Theodor; and many
friends, nieces and neph-
ews.

She was predeceased
by her loving husband,
Hanno; siblings, Theo
Frenger, Otto Frenger
and Adelheid Miinker
(née Frenger); and many
of her cousins and
friends.

A service will be held at
11 a.m. Thursday, Dec.
21, with a gathering at 10
a.m. at St. Ambrose
Catholic Church, 15020
Hampton, Grosse Pointe
Park.

In lieu of flowers,
memorial contributions
may be made to the
American Macular
Degeneration
Foundation, P.O. Box
515, Northampton, MA
01061, macular.org; or a
charity of the donor’s
choice.

Penelope Claire
Swanson

Penelope “Penny”
Claire Swanson, 75,
passed away Saturday,
Dec. 9, 2023, at McLaren
Macomb Hospital in
Mount Clemens.

Penny was born June
10, 1948, in Tecumseh,
Canada, to William and
Grace Jones, both now
deceased. She was a
longtime resident of
Grosse Pointe Woods.

Penny cared greatly
about the environment
and had a love for ani-
mals, especially birds.
She was a devoted
mother and enjoyed
crafting and jewelry mak-
ing. She was a member of
the Audubon Society and
involved with the Grosse
Pointe Silversmith
Group.

Penny is survived by
her daughters, Lauren
and Chloe; son, Kyle; and
grandchildren, Harmony,
Etta and Hope.

A service will be held at
2 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 23,
at Grosse Pointe
Memorial Church, 16
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe
Farms.

See OBITS, page 9B
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Thomas John
Neych

Thomas John Neych
passed away Tuesday,
Dec. 5, 2023, at home in
Grosse Pointe Woods.

Tom was born Oct. 22,
1937, in Detroit. He was
the son of John and Mary
(nee Balinski) Neych.
After graduating from De
La Salle Collegiate High
School, Tom served in the
U.S. Navy. He then
received an undergradu-
ate degree from the
University of Detroit and a
master’s degree in busi-
ness from the University of
Michigan. He enjoyed
golfing, boating and work-
ing in the yard. Family was
very important to Tom. He
encouraged his children to
follow his habit of learning
a word every day.

Tom culminated his
career in marketing at
Chrysler Corp., and after
more than 30 years, retired
in 1996. He and his wife,
Margaret, spent time trav-
eling the U.S., enjoying the
Florida sunshine, visiting
family and attending U-M
football games. Tom had a
deep and resonating voice,
which he used to cheer on
the Wolverines or to break
into song in the kitchen, a
store and always at church.

Tom is survived by his
wife of 26 years, Margaret
Mary (nee Coakley); chil-
dren, Debi A. Naborczyk,
Mark M. Neych (Joy),
Marsha A. Waters (Mark)
and Bradford S. Neych
(Ryan); daughter-in-law,
Christine (nee
Mendinueto) Neych; and
grandchildren, Mark D.
Naborczyk (Kristen), Erin
M. Toska, Nicholas T.
Toska and Jayce K.
Calado. Tom was prede-
ceased by his parents;
brother, Daniel; sisters,
Alice Tumidajewicz and
Mary Kushnier; and eldest
son, John.

Tom’s family will host a
memorial service
Thursday, Jan. 4, at Our
Lady Star of the Sea
Catholic Church, 467
Fairford, Grosse Pointe
Woods. Family and friends
will be welcomed starting
at 9:30 a.m. with a memo-
rial service at 10 am. A
luncheon will follow.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions in Tom’s name may
be made to the University
of Michigan for memory
care research and support,

Christ the King
Lutheran Church

and Preschool

Thomas John Neych

giving.umich.edu/um/
make-a-gift?’keyword
=dementia.

Jean Regina
Gilbert

Jean R. Gilbert, 105,
passed away Tuesday,
Dec. 12, 2023. Jean was
able to spend her last years
at home, as she wished,
due to her caregiver and
daughter, Charlene.

Jean (nee Lukasik) was
born June 1, 1918, to
Stanley and Anna Lukasik
of Avoca, Pa. Jean sur-
vived the first year of the
Spanish Flu epidemic and
lived a long and happy life.

She grew up on the east-
side of Detroit and
attended Northeastern
High School. She was
voted “senior class tom-
boy” and worked her first
job cleaning strawberries
at the Frigid Food Co.,
downtown for 15 cents an
hour.

After graduation, Jean
worked as a salesgirl in
Woolworth’s candy
department and later as a
seamstress at the
American Lady Corset Co.
When the factory con-
verted to making para-
chutes in 1944, Jean began
sewing wires into the out-
side parachute strips.
Since the seamstresses
were paid by piecework —
not by the hour, but by the
amount produced — every
day she would hear a girl
scream when they sewed
too quickly and the huge
needle went right through
their finger. Fortunately,
Jean kept all her digits
intact.

On D-Day, recruiters
visited the factory to enlist
women. Jean thought,
“Why not?” Before she
knew it, she found herself
in Karachi, India. She
served as a WAC in the
Army Air Corps and was
promoted to Corporal in
the Air Traffic Command,
booking flights for
American soldiers return-
ing home after being held
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Jean Regina Gilbert

as prisoners of war in
Japan.

After she returned state-
side, while stationed at the
Air Force base in Long
Beach, Calif., Jean was
lucky enough to watch the
filming of “The Best Years
of Our Lives” (1946). She
met and was photo-
graphed with the star,
Dana Andrews, who whis-
pered to her, “Smile as if
you're enjoying this” —
and she certainly did. Her
contacts with celebrities
continued when she
moved to Hollywood and
sold fabric at the Beverly
Hills Silks and Woolen
shop, waiting on stars like
the “not very friendly”
Ingrid Bergman or watch-
ing Greta Garbo and oth-
ers pass by.

Soon Jean moved back
to Detroit and began mod-
eling corsets at J.L.
Hudson’s. When her
coworkers took her out to
celebrate her 30th birth-
day at the hotel lounge
behind Hudson’s, she met
Howard E. Gilbert, a pur-
chasing agent at the
Detroit Board of
Education. He asked her
out on the spot. They went
to the Tigers game that
evening; she carried the
ticket stub in her wallet.
They were married Feb.
19, 1955, and took a
month-long honeymoon,
driving from New Orleans
to Miami to New York
City.

Within a few years, they
moved to Grosse Pointe
Farms, where they began
a family, raising three
girls, Suzanne, Kathryn
and Charlene. Jean was
very involved in her
daughters’ schools, volun-
teering in the nurse’s
office, leading the St. Paul
Brownies and Girl Scout
troops, helping as class
parent, accompanying the
kids on class trips and
organizing school rum-
mage and bake sales.

Jean always traveled
with Howard on the
board’s vacations to places
like Las Vegas, Puerto

Cameron Henry Piggott

Rico and Hawaii. In addi-
tion, she volunteered 18
years at Bon Secours
Hospital and packaged
Meals on Wheels for the
homebound. For a while,
she drove “older people”
who needed rides to their
doctor appointments,
sometimes being older
than her passengers. She
also frequently threw huge
parties and maintained an
eight-bedroom house off
Lakeshore.

Jean was an active mem-
ber of Services for Older
Citizens, now The Helm,
as well as the Grosse
Pointe Veterans Club and
National CBI. For decades,
she made it to every CBI
national reunion.

Jean continued her love
for travel, visiting Europe
many times, flying by her-
self every winter to stay
with her daughter,
Suzanne, and son-in-law,
Jim, in Florida, and taking
that 13-hour trip to see her
daughter, Charlene, in
Hawaii over two summers.
She also enjoyed spending
time with her grandchil-
dren.

Jean enjoyed baking
pies, cakes and cookies for
her organizations. She
sewed and hemmed flaw-
lessly, read biographies
voraciously, played bingo
twice a week and spent
Friday mornings shopping
at Grosse Pointe garage
sales.

Jean was best known for
her generosity. She was
always there to help others
and regularly donated to
her organizations and
charities.

Jean was predeceased
by her husband, Howard
E. Gilbert; son, Hermann
Gilbert (stillborn); and sis-
ter, Dorothy Zambardi.

She is survived by her
daughters, Suzanne Hale
(Jim), Kathryn Gilbert and
Charlene Gilbert; grand-
children, Libby Stewart
(Joey), Drew Hale, Jordan
Kyle, Whitney Kyle and
Wallis Kyle; and great-
grandson, Landon
Stewart.

Private services will be
held at a later date. She
will be interred at the St.
Paul on the Lake colum-
barium.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial contributions may be
made to The Helm at the
Boll Life Center, helmlife.
org/donate/; Grosse Pointe
War Memorial Veterans
Club, warmemorial.org/
support, or Full Circle
Foundation, fullcirclefdn.
org/donate/.

Share a memory at
verheyden.org.

Cameron Henry
Piggott

Cameron Henry Piggott,
75, passed away Sunday,
Dec. 17, 2023, at home in
Grosse Pointe Shores.

Cameron was born May
15, 1948, in Detroit, to
Albert Franklin Piggott
and Ann Dewar (nee
Anderson) Piggott. He
graduated with a Bachelor
of Science degree with
high honors from
Michigan State University.
He then earned a Juris
Doctorate Magna Cum
Laude from the University
of Michigan, Order of the
Coif, with a No. 1 ranking
on his Michigan Bar exam.

On Aug. 3, 1973, he mar-
ried Mary Susan (nee
Golibart) and went on to
earn many accolades,
including being named
Lawyer of the Year by The
Best Lawyers in America
for Real Estate Law, 2016-
21, 2024; named Lawyer of
the Year by The Best
Lawyers in America for
Litigation-Real Estate,
2024; recognized in The
Best Lawyers In America
for Real Estate Law;
Litigation-Real Estate,
2006-24; recognized in
Michigan Super Lawyers
for Real Estate: Business,
2006-present; named a
Leading Real Estate
Lawyer by Chambers
USA, 2006-20; named a
Michigan Leading Lawyer
in the areas of Real Estate:
Commercial and Real
Estate: Finance Law by the
Leading Lawyers
Network, 2014-17; named
a Top Lawyer by dBusi-
ness Magazine for Energy
Law, Real Estate Law and
Real Estate Litigation,
2010-17; the recipient of
an AV Preeminent™
Rating by Martindale-
Hubbell; and serving on
the board of directors of
the Detroit Belle Isle
Grand Prix Inc., Detroit
300 Conservancy, Detroit
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Downtown Inc. (formerly
Central Business District
Association), including
serving as chairman of the
board in 1997 and 1998,
and serving on the board
of directors and executive
committee of the
Downtown Detroit
Partnership Inc. He also
served on the Beaumont
Health Board of Trustees,
and was clerk and trustee
of the Village of Grosse
Pointe Shores, a member
of the Grosse Pointe
Shores Planning
Commission and a mem-
ber of the board of direc-
tors, including chairman

of the Dboard, of
Tomorrow’s Child/
Michigan SIDs Inc.

Cameron’s greatest joys
in life were spending time
with family, feeding birds,
caring for his dogs, play-
ing golf, spending time on
the water and boating, and
cars. He also was a vora-
cious reader and history
buff.

He is survived by his
wife of 50 years, Mary
Susan Piggott; daughter,
Kristen Ann Ireland (Carl);
sons, Cameron Dewar
Piggott (Monica) and
Drew Franklin Piggott
(McKena); grandchildren,
Grace Marjorie Piggott,
Graham Curtiss Ireland
and Maren Estelle Ireland;
and sister, Sheila
Robertson Mack. He was
predeceased by his par-
ents, Albert and Ann; his
stepmother, M. Lea
Piggott; son, Graham
Michael Piggott; and
brother, Grant Cameron
Piggott.

Visitation will be held
from 3 to 8 p.m. with a
Rosary at 7:30 p.m. Friday,
Dec. 22, at Verheyden
Funeral Home, 16300
Mack, Grosse Pointe Park.
A funeral will be held
Saturday, Dec. 23, at Our
Lady Star of the Sea, 467
Fairford, Grosse Pointe
Woods. He will lie in state
at 9:30 a.m., until the 10
a.m. Mass. A private inter-
ment will occur at Cadillac
Memorial Gardens East.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial contributions may be
made to the American
Heart Association, bit.
ly/475gsoh; the American
Cancer Society, bit.
ly/473fPeP; or Capuchin
Soup Kitchen, cskdetroit.
org/ways_to_give/
donations/.

Share a memory at
verheyden.org.

See OBITS, page 10B

Masses

Friday — Noon

Saint
Ambrose
Catholic Church

15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park,
Michigan 48230-1302

Saturday Vigil — 4:00 p.m. )
Sunday — 8:30 and 11:15 a.m.
Tuesday — 8:30 a.m.

Thursday — 7:00 p.m.

(313) 822-2814 « stambrosechurch.net « facebook.com/stambroseparish
() Saturday Vigil is streamed online at 8:00 a.m. Sunday on our facebook page

St. Michael’s Episcopal Church
sharing the Light of Christ

Join us on Christmas Eve
Sunday, December 24

10 am ~ A Service of Nine Lessons & Carols
live from Kings College Chapel in Cambridge, England

5 pm ~ A Celtic Christmas Service
with music and Holy Communion

20475 Sunningdale Park

313.884.4820

stmichaelsgpw.or
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The Christmas Season at
St. Ambrose Catholic Church

THE FOURTH WEEK OF ADVENT
Saturday, December 23, 2023
Mass AT 4 P.M. (o))
Sunday, December 24, 2023
MaAss AT 10:00 A.M.

VIGIL OF THE BIRTH OF CHRIST
Sunday, December 24, 2023,
Mini Concert starting at 3:30 p.m.
Children’s Mass AT 4 pP.M.

FEAST OF THE BIRTH OF CHRIST
Monday, December 25, 2023
Mini Concert starting at 11:30 p.m.

MIDNIGHT MASS AT 12 A.M. ((t97)

Masses on Christmas Morning
8:30 A.M. AND AT 11:15 A.M.

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY
Saturday, December 30, 2023,
MaAss AT 4:00 P.M.  ((te)

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2023 AT
MAss AT 8:30 A.M. AND 11:15 A.M.

((«®1) Service will be livestreamed online
and availabale for later viewing on
facebook.com/stambroseparish

St. Ambrose Catholic Church is located at
15020 Hampton Road between Wayburn
and Maryland, one block north of Jefferson,
just west of the Grosse Pointe Park City Hall.
(313) 822-2814 e stambrosechurch.net

sidecar
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Richard Flannery
Mitchell

Richard Flannery
“Dick” Mitchell, 66, of
Cazenovia, N.Y., passed
away Tuesday, Dec. 12,
2023, after a year-long
struggle with ALS (Lou
Gehrig’s Disease).

Dick was born Dec. 10,
1957, to Heidi Flannery
and W. Ledyard Mitchell
Jr., of Grosse Pointe
Farms. Dick earned a
bachelor’s degree at
Michigan State University
and an MBA at The Ohio
State University.

Upon moving to
Cazenovia, N.Y., Dick
entered employment in
1992, with Welch Allyn
Inc., in Skaneateles, N.Y.,
and its subsidiary,
Everest VIT, where he
served as global opera-
tions manager for the
Remote Visual Inspection
Technology unit. He con-
tinued in that role even
after the business was
acquired by General
Electric in 2005.

Dick retired from GE in
December 2018, and
worked as a project con-
sultant with Sensor
Networks Inc., until
2021. In retirement, Dick
joined the Cazenovia Fire
Department as a volun-
teer firefighter, a role he
pursued with passion
and dedication. Dick
cared deeply for his col-
leagues at work and
often checked in with

Richard F. Mitchell

them in difficult times, a
habit he continued until
his death. The outpour-
ing of support during his
illness is testament to the
high regard in which he
was held by those who
worked with him.

Dick was an accom-
plished sailor. He sailed
competitively in college
and was twice nominated
for the All-American
Collegiate Sailing Team.
Before pursuing graduate
education, Dick worked
as a sailmaker for Shore
Sails in Columbus and
Cleveland, Ohio, serving
the Midwest and upper
Great Lakes. During that
time, while racing in the
Snipe class, Dick met his
wife, Maureen, a fellow
Snipe sailor. Their love of
sailing was the undercur-
rent of their life together.
Dick sailed out of the
Willow Bank Yacht Club
in Cazenovia since 1992.
Dick was the consum-
mate sportsman. It was
not unusual for him to
forfeit the lead in a laser
regatta to help a fellow
sailor in distress.

In addition to sailing,

Dick enjoyed skiing, bik-
ing, playing tennis and
golfing with family and
friends. He served on the
boards of the Cazenovia
Ski Club, Willow Bank
Yacht Club, Lorenzo
Historical Society and
Manufacturers
Association of Central
New York, among others.

Dick is survived by his
wife, Maureen Hays-
Mitchell; sons, Zachary
and Elliot; brother, W.
Ledyard Mitchell III
(Veda Travis) of Salt
Lake City, Utah; sisters,
Deborah M. Bergh of
Burlington, Vt., and Mary
Mitchell of Portland,
Ore.; siblings-in-law,
Judith and Craig Benedict
of Cazenovia, N.Y.,
Rosemary D. Hays of
Pelham Manor, N.Y.,
Michael and Stephanie
Hays of St. Petersburg,
Fla., and Robert T. Hays
of Portland, Ore.; and
several nieces and neph-
ews. Dick was prede-
ceased by his parents;
sister, Sallie M. Bass; and
brother-in-law, Jay Hays.

A Mass of Christian
burial will be celebrated
at noon Friday, Jan. 26, at
St. James RC Church in
Cazenovia, N.Y.

Contributions in Dick’s
memory may be made to
the Cazenovia Ski Club,
5251 Rathbun, Cazenovia,
NY 13035; or Cazenovia
Fire Department, 121
Albany St., Cazenovia,
NY 13035.

Condolences for the
Mitchell family may be
left at michaelebrown
funeralservices.com.

EVENTS:

Continued from page 2B
GPPSS

The Grosse Pointe
Public School System

* * K

hosts the following infor-
mation nights:

¢ 6:30 p.m. Monday,
Jan. 8, for rising fifth grad-
ers at all district middle
schools.

4 6:30 p.m. Wednesday,

an

Jan. 10, for rising fresh-
men at both district high
schools.

¢ 6:30 p.m. Thursday,
Jan. 11, for kindergarten
and Young Fives, at all dis-
trict elementary schools.

OPEN 5 PM - MIDNIGHT
HAPPY HOUR 5-7 PM

313.332.5230

* RITCHEN

17051 Kercheval
lo the Village
Grosse Poipnte

COCKTAILS %

513-332-5236

@i

sidecarslidervar.com




SECTION C ¢ GROSSE POINTE NEWS ¢ DECEMBER 21, 2023

LIFE & LEISURE

GP GABBY |

MOMBEAU’S TABLE |

MOVIE JUNKIE MARK |

When protecting your Auto, Home, Life, Scan for Quote!
Lake Estate’, Commercial and more, the E5HE

EXPERIENCE
MATTERS.

Call Tom Mercer today!

O: (586) 265-2304 | D: (313) 600-5979
t.mercer@fbinsmi.com

E FARM BUREAU
INSURANCE'

A, Company

COMICS

Bigger, better, brighter!

COURTESY PHOTO

Visitors to lower Kercheval in Grosse Pointe Park this Christmas season are greeted with a dazzling display of holiday lights, thanks to the combined efforts of
the Grosse Pointe Park Business Association and members of the Cotton family, who’ve embarked on a journey to create a perfect winter wonderland of lights,
shopping and dining in the Park. The increase in lights, strung by Backer Landscaping, is just the start. In the coming years, the strip can expect to rival
Rochester in terms of being a holiday destination, Jon Cotton indicated, adding that ideas for seating and other amenities are being discussed.

‘Dave powered by Mark’

Grosse Pointe Shores
resident David
GalbenskKi ran his first
New York City
Marathon last month,
crossing the finish line
in just over four and a
half hours. He had his
finisher medal en-
graved to signify the ac-
complishment as a joint
effort: Galbenski was
able to complete the
race thanks to the liv-
ing liver donation he
received from his
brother-in-law, Mark
Dybis of Grosse Pointe
Woods.

Pictured, Dybis, left,
wears the medal earned
by Galbenski, to whom
Dybis donated part of
his liver in 2019.

Kevin's Song Saving a Life
award nominations open

Kevin’s Song, a nonprofit organiza-
tion dedicated to empowering commu-
nities to prevent suicide and offering
hope and healing to survivors, this
week announced it is accepting nomi-
nations for its annual Saving a Life
Award. Each year, the award is pre-
sented to an individual or organization
that has demonstrated exceptional
commitment to community service in
suicide prevention.

“Our ‘Saving the Life Award’ cele-
brates those who are at the forefront of
suicide prevention, embodying our
shared commitment for a future that is
free from suicide,” Kevin’s Song
Executive Director Jennifer Fair
Margraf said. “There are so many peo-
ple across the state who go above and

beyond when it comes to addressing
this complex issue and its impact. We
hope to learn more about their efforts
and encourage Michiganders to submit
anomination for someone deserving in
their community.”

Nominations may be made online
through Friday, Jan. 5, at kevinssong.
org/saving-a-life-award/. The winner
will be announced at the 2024 “Saving
a Life Award” dinner Friday, Jan. 26,
as part of the Kevin’s Song eighth
annual Conference on Suicide:
Continuing the Conversation, which
takes place Jan. 25 to 27, at the Saint
John’s Resort in Plymouth.

For more information about Kevin’s
Song and its Saving a Life Award, vis-
itkevinssong.org.

While most
marathoners
have their
finisher med-
als engraved
with their
name, run
time and the
date,
Galbenski
had a special
engraving re-
quest, mak-
ing sure to
credit Dybis
with his part
of the
achievement.

PHOTOS
COURTESY OF
DAVID
GALBENSKI

BECOME A FRIEND

Turn your New Year’s resolution into reality
by becoming a Friend of Ford House.
Join a community that values shared

experiences, exclusive benefits,
and the enduring spirit that
makes each visit memorable.

Starting at $50 a year.

1100 LAKE SHORE ROAD

GROSSE POINTE SHORES, Ml 48236
313-884-4222
WWW.FORDHOUSE.ORG |

ce1ze
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Grvosse

Dear Gabby: Every
year we go visit my hus-
band’s family in Ohio.
Every. Single. Year. We
stay at their house and I
feel so self-conscious
being in such close prox-
imity, all sharing one
bathroom, etc.

I get exhausted from
being stressed about it
and hardly want to par-
ticipate in the festivities.

There is a hotel that is
sort of close. Is it rude to
suggest we stay there?

What if they are
offended and insist we
stay with them? I can’t
do this for one more hol-
iday.

— Sick of it
Dear Sick of it,

I am almost positive
your suggestion would
be very well received,
since the point of staying
at the hotel would be to
reduce the stress on your

gracious host — what
with the laundry, provid-
ing countless meals, giv-
ing up their privacy,
sharing a bathroom and
constantly cleaning up
after your family. Am I
right?

And if your in-laws
take offense, have your
husband stand firm as
your spokesperson. He
needs to tell them you
are a united front and
have made the decision
for everyone’s sake.

Points Gabby

The Pulse Of The Pointes
Holiday visits: stay at a
hotel or with relatives?

Don’t get trapped in
the middle. As the daugh-
ter-in-law, that will only
be a lose-lose proposi-
tion for you. Look at it
this way, you’re saving
everyone from having a
blue Christmas.

— Gabby

We love problem-solving
and giving advice! Please
send us your questions &
problems to advice@
grossepointenews.com.

Wishing a Merry Christmas to all

Dear Readers: Wishing
you all a very Merry
Christmas. Hope you
enjoy these poems.

“Christmas in the
Heart”

by Paul Laurence
Dunbar

“The snow lies deep
upon the ground,

And winter’s bright-
ness all around.

Decks bravely out the
forest sere,

With jewels of the
brave old year.

Sometimes I just want to
kick myself when I see a
product. It’s so simple it’s
almost ridiculous, yet
someone is managing to
make money from their

idea. Case in point, the
cup holder with marker I
just purchased.

If you are like me, when
kids come over or you host
a party, at least 50 percent
of guests lose their cup
somewhere, aren’t sure if
they are drinking out of the
right cup, etc. Wine
charms are ok for wine
glasses, but not ideal for
solo cups.

The coasting crowd
upon the hill,

With some new spirit
seems to thrill;

And all the temple
bells achime.

Ring out the glee of
Christmas time.

In happy homes the
brown oak-bough,

vies with the red-
gemmed holly now;

And here and there, like
pearls, there show the
berries of the mistletoe.

A sprig upon the chan-
delier says to the maid-
ens, ‘Come not here!’

So as usual, I get served
up ads for every type of
product you can imagine,
and the cup holder caught
my eye. All it is, is a
wooden base to hold your
plastic or paper cups —
with a little hole for a
marker.

Somehow this little slice
of organization and a little
piece of wood makes me
feel organized and on top
of the world. Having a
gathering, picnic, baby
shower or a pasta party for
a sports team? This is the
perfect solution.

Now I'm not going to

Even the pauper of the
earth some kindly gift
has cheered to mirth!

Within his chamber,
dim and cold,

There sits a grasping
miser old.

He has no thought save
one of gain,

— to grind and gather
and grasp and drain.

A peal of bells, a merry
shout assail his ear:

He gazes out upon a
world to him all gray,

And snarls, ‘Why, this
is Christmas Day!

No, man of ice, — for

ried It!

shame, for shame!

For ‘Christmas Day’ is
no mere name.

No, not for you this
ringing cheer,

This festal season of
the year.

And not for you the
chime of bells,

From holy temple rolls
and swells. In day and
deed he has no part
Who holds not
Christmas in his heart!

An excerpt from
“Old Santeclaus”
by Clement Clarke

Dear Annie

by Annie Lane

Moore

“Old Santeclaus with
much delight

His reindeer drives this
frosty night,

O’er chimney-tops,
and tracks of snow,

To bring his yearly
gifts to you.

The steady friend of
virtuous youth,

by Anna Lizer

suggest that this is perfect
for everyday use. The
waste seems too much —
too much plastic and gar-
bage. But just having the
little wooden thing with
the marker in it on the
counter has also helped.
Now, on weekdays when
the kids come home from
school, they usually take a
glass glass and write their
initial on it with the marker
that came with the cup
holder.

When 1 initially got
served up the advertise-
ment for this product, it
was slightly different and

more expensive. So I
turned to Amazon and got
something much cheaper
that I knew I could return
if turned out to be a dud.
The exact one I purchased
can be found here for
$19.99. It really seems like
maybe it should be $10,
but it looks nice on the
counter and does the job.

Go to amazon.com for
more details, https://www.
amazon.com/dp/
BOB7THMXWTD?
psc=1&ref=ppx_yo2ov_
dt b product details.

I'm giving this one a per-
fect score — because what

The friend of duty, and
of truth,

Each Christmas eve he
joys to come

Where love and peace
have made their home.”

Send your questions
for Annie Lane to dear-
annie@creators.com.
COPYRIGHT 2023
CREATORS.COM.

else could you ask for?
Not expensive, keeps you
organized, saves on party
waste. Five alligators!

We LOVE testing out
new things! Tell us
about your favorite item
or something you want
us to try for you! Drop
us a line at media@
grossepointenews.com.

5 Out Of 5

Food Gossip

by Nina Taormina

Fisher Road, Grosse
Pointe. What’s the first
thing that comes to mind
when you think of that his-
torical street? Grosse
Pointe South High School?
The Grosse Pointe Public
Library? Grosse Pointe
Theatre? Well, for me it’s
none of the above. I think
of the sweetest of

ies, as well as cold favor-
ites like iced coffees and
lattes, slushies, Italian
sodas, milkshakes and
smoothies.

Her expertise in baking
fills the front counter with
a different daily variety of
cookies, brownies, cup-
cakes, croissants, dessert

cafes, The Sugar
Bar.

Vicky Valente and
her husband,
Shawn, opened
their doors in 2022,
and haven’t slowed
down since. Vicky’s
barista background
paved the way to a
delicious specialty
coffee menu that
features classic hot
favorites like lattes,
cappuccino, mocha
and caramel variet-

bars and, my favorite,
doughnuts. I'm a sucker
for a good sour cream or
eclair doughnut and The
Sugar Bar is my go-to.

It’s a cozy space for
morning coffee and a
breakfast bagel sandwich,
or a delicious slice of avo-
cado toast with a chai latte.
You can relax and enjoy —
before the afternoon rush.

Located directly across
from Grosse Pointe South,
The Sugar Bar has become
a hotspot for the lunch

hour. Yes, there’s more
than just sweets to be had,
like sub sandwiches,
chicken strips, salads and
mac 'n cheese. They even
offer a house account
option for students.
Another great option for
the kids across the street is
emailing an order to the-
sugarbar373@gmail.com
before 10:15 a.m. Place the
order, state the lunch hour
and house account number
if you have one. There’s no
line to pick it up if you

have an account, but an
account is not required.
Your order will be ready.
This is a huge timesaver
for students on their
40-minute lunch break and
a convenient option for
everyone in general.

With Christmas just days
away, The Sugar Bar will
be hosting an evening
event from 6 to 8 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 21.
Christmas Cookies &
Coffee will offer a massive
variety of fresh-baked

cookies to build your own
two dozen, while enjoying
your choice of any coffee
for $30. This is an excellent
option for gift giving, holi-
day dessert platters or
enjoying at home by a nice
fire. Reservations are
required so Vicky and her
elves know how much
dough to roll. Check their
social media pages or call
them at (313) 499-1139 to
reserve.

See FOOD, page 3C
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Holiday Feels

Courtesy of Mombeau’s Table

This year is coming to
a wrap but I still have a
couple recipes left to
share.

Crab is a special treat
in our household. My
amazing sister in-law
shared her recipe for her
crab dip and it was an
absolute hit.

We did hors d’oeuvres
for dinner with a giant
fire. It’s just that time of
year to be cozy and
warm. Lots of bread and
crackers were paired and
everyone in the house
was content.

Sometimes you don’t
need to make a big din-
ner. Sometimes every-
one is happy with a
special treat that they
can snack on until bed-
time.

Sherry is a key factor
to this dip and so are
the green onions. Old
Bay is a classic. The
best lump crab meat
that I have found is at
Fresh Farms Market.
It’s in the refrigerated
section next to the
butcher. It’s fresh and
sweet and makes the
whole dish.

Treat your family and
loved ones with this one.
It’s divine.

Cheers, Mombeau
Baltimore Crab Dip
16 oz lump meat crab
1 block cream cheese

3 tbsp mayo

Y2 cup sour cream

Y4 cup chopped scal-
lions

2 tsp lemon juice
1 tsp mustard powder

2 tsp Worcestershire
sauce

1 tbsp Sherry
1 tbsp each of Old
Bay, garlic powder and

hot sauce

Mix all the ingredi-

ents together and
place in a greased bak-
ing dish.

Cook at 325 degrees
for 30 minutes or until
hot and bubbly.

PHOTO BY KAREN FERGUSON

Consumers bought the wine more for its fashionable fiaschi, which they used
for candleholders, than its quality at the dinner table, but Chianti is a wonderful

dry red that is a classic with food.

Chianti

I love Chianti, Italy’s
most famous red wine.
This crisp red has had to
negotiate a maze of legal
and stylistic problems in
the last 50 years yet
despite it all has retained
a countrified persona
that’s best with tart
foods.

Chianti can be a bit
rustic. It also can be high
in acidity and thus works
beautifully with tomato-
based foods, and it ben-
efits from aeration. So, in
some ways it’s predict-
able. But its image can
confound Italian wine
newcomers.

As its laws have
changed, so has its style,
and there are several
quality designations at
the upper echelons that
are so confusing they
won’t be mentioned here.

Almost all regular
Chianti once adhered to
a tradition that called for
it to be a pale red with
brick color and aromas
of tree bark. And it
wasn’t very age-worthy.

It could last and
improve with 10 years in
the bottle. Beyond that,

di Origine Controllata e
Garantita (DOCG) rules
also mandated certain
aging regimens.

That regula-

collectors knew
the wines would
fade. It was usu-
ally a drink-now
wine. A few
Chianti produc-
ers had wines

tion changed in
1984 with a law
that still required
white grapes and
permitted addi-
tional blending
into Chianti. By
1990, the law still
required some
white grapes to
be used, but reb-
els were begin-
ning to ignore the

that aged longer,
but the Chianti
“formula” in place for a
century was passed
down from a historic fig-
ure. And that formula
emphasized early drink-
ing.

The original definition
of what constituted
Chianti was written in
1874 by political leader
Barone Bettino Ricasoli,
owner of the Tuscan
house of Brolio. His “for-
mula” said Chianti
should be made of 80
percent indigenous red
grapes (Sangiovese and
Canaiolo) and 20 percent
white grapes. This made
lighter red wines that
wouldn’t age well.

What was ignored was
Ricasoli’s succeeding
text that said if a pro-
ducer wished to make a
longer-lived wine, white
grapes could Dbe
excluded. That part of

the “formula” was never
adopted.

The result was that
those wishing to make a
deeper-flavored, longer-
lived Chianti couldn’t
call it Chianti. Some
stayed with tradition, but
the quality leader of
Tuscany 50 years ago,
Piero Antinori, chal-
lenged tradition. He
released a 1971 wine
called Tignanello that
was made mainly from
red grapes. It didn’t say
“Chianti.”

But it set a tone for a
new type of vino da
tavola intended for more
aging, up to 30 years.
And it was expensive.

Italy’s wine-quality
regulations were written
in 1963, setting rules
aimed at making better
wine.

The Denominazione

law, making
more interna-
tional-style wines, so-
called Super Tuscans.
Some were called
Chianti, still mainly
Sangiovese, but often
with cabernet added.
That changed the wines.

The 1980s were cha-
otic in Tuscany. And
soon Italian regulations
for what constituted a
Chianti Classico under
the law were modified
again. Still, it wasn’t until
1997 that the DOCG laws
were changed to elimi-
nate the mandate of
white grapes.

Today’s Chianti is bet-
ter than ever. Regular
Chianti is somewhat sim-
ple. There are also
Chiantis from different
regions, as well as wines
designated “riserva.”

Now a new category,
approved in 2014, is
called Grand Selezione,

FOOD:

Continued from page 2C

Holiday gift baskets also
are in full swing. These
make the perfect gifts for
teachers, caregivers,
bosses, you name it.
They’re available with

brownies, cookies or a
variety. Place orders soon
as the clock is already tick-
ing.

The Sugar Bar has
become a popular location
to host private parties,
such as baby and bridal
showers, and you can rent
the entire space if needed.

This is the perfect location
for your littles’ birthday
parties as well. Groups up
to 12 can make a craft like
apron decorating, or cup-
cake and cookie decorat-
ing, while enjoying pizza
and drinks. A great party is
sure to be had — and it’s
easy on the parents. For

$325, all you have to do is
show up.

Coming soon in the next
few weeks: The Candy Bar.
Grab a bag and fill ’er up.
Who doesn’t love a miscel-
laneous bag of candy in
their glove box or locker?

Don’t pass up this sweet
shop on your way in or out
of Fresh Farms Market.
And, if your teens post a
pic of their lunch, coffee or
sweets and tag The Sugar
Bar on Instagram, they
might get an extra treat.

Find The Sugar Bar and
all of its deliciousness at
373 Fisher Road. Follow
The Sugar Bar on
Facebook and Instagram
@thesugarbar313 for
hours, updates and future
events.

Stay tuned.

Stay hungry.

a sort of guarantee that
age-worthy Chianti is
mainly only Sangiovese.
Cabernet no longer is
allowed in that version.
Despite all the
changes in Chianti laws,
there is one enduring
reality. It is Sangiovese
at its best. Chianti
Classico today is a
deeper, more complex

ago, and yet retains its
great affinity for food.

No Wine of the Week.

To find out more about
Sonoma County resident
Dan Berger, visit the
Creators Syndicate web-
page at www.creators.
com. COPYRIGHT 2023
CREATORS.COM.

Grosse Pointe

wine than it was decades

17051 Kercheval Avenue

sidecarslidervar.com

/ lpn the Village
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17000 Kercheval Ave.

Second Floor ® Suite 225

Northeast Entrance
Above Trader Joe’s

2122k

= s

hank Yeu

to our
Valued
Customers

P o)l (o= TN TN
EBUREERS N TN

Grosse Poinite News

BEST

of the
BEST

Wishing You A Very
Merry Christmas!

...from all of us at Irish Coffee!

Check’us’out’on'Doordash, Grubhub & UberEats

18666 Mack Ave., Grosse Pointe Farms

CALL for CARRY-OUT
313-881-5675 #

Kennedy’s

IRISH

CUFEEE
BAR GRILLE:

- 4

Y 3

Heather’s Famous

SLOPPY JOES

Tuesdays & Wednesdays

Try Our Famous
Corned Beef
Sandwich

SEE
MENU
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RANGER

Ranger Mollison is a very good boy, and not just at
Christmastime! This handsome fella is happy to pose
for this adorable holiday shot for Caitlin Mollison - and
is really rockin’ a plaid kerchief that matches the tree.
Here's hoping you get everything you want this year,
Ranger! You certainly deserve it for all the joy you bring.

CALYPSO AND RAJA

Shaina Wilson, of Grosse Pointe Woods, is the lucky
one sharing her home with these two cool cats. Calico
Calypso and orange tabby Raja have their Christmas
bells on and have already picked out their presents in
anticipation of some vigorous holiday shredding. Hope
there is some catnip in there somewhere, little ones!

/

o

The holidays would not be the
same without our fuzzy buddies on
hand to make us smile, laugh or
warm our hearts on even the chilliest
of winter days. Whether they bark,
meow, squeak or make other funny
noises, the sound of a beloved pet is
music to our ears.

Check out this symphony of
adorable pups and kitties from
the Grosse Pointe area, sporting
their holiday best fashions and cute
expressions sure to touch your heart
this Christmas season.

BAUER

Santa Paws is coming to town! Meet Bauer
Bahr, left, the cutest 9-year-old goldendoodle
from Grosse Pointe Woods. All dressed up
in his Santa hat, he's ready to spread some
holiday cheer throughout the Pointes. Bauer is
not just a dog, he's a cherished member of the
Bahr family -including Mike, Ashley, Olivia
and Mackenzie. Can't you just feel the love
and radiating through this delightful photo?
Thanks, Bauer, for the holiday joy!

LOLA AND RUBY

Lola and Ruby Cotton, above, eagerly anticipate a
Christmas morning full of squeaky toys and chewy treats.
The Grosse Pointe Farms pups strike a dignified pose
in front of the fireplace, setting the holiday scene for a
delightful season of celebrations, family get-togethers
and lots and lots of belly rubs!
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SUNNY

Gorgeous Sunny, left, strikes an elegant
profile in front of the tree in the Gorenflo
home. Which one is more beautiful? You
be the judge (but as pretty as the tree is, we
are betting on Sunny.

ROMEO

Little Romeo, right, is experiencing his
first Christmas at his new home with the
Zetterlunds in St. Clair Shores. So much to
play with, chew up and discover... But what
do you wish for in your stocking when YOU
were someone’s biggest Christmas wish?
Whatever it is, dear Romeo, we hope you get
everything you are dreaming of - and more.

NORMAN

Sweet Norman, left, looks extra cool in
his fancy holiday tie — and is ready for the
festivities to begin with Beth Loflin and her
family and friends. The bacon print on his
tie might be a clue to what he has asked for
from Santa Claus. We hope there is plenty
of bacon in the new year for this handsome
boy!

BERNIE

Cutie pie Bernie, right, is doing his best
Rudolph impression as a member of the
Jaekel family. Keeping watch over the
Christmas tree comes with the territory, and
also has its advantages. Surely Santa won't
be able to resist such an adorable mug and
will be happy to share his cookies.

FINLEY
AND DOLCE

Left, Jessica Manzaroli, of St. Clair Shores
has a double dose of cuteness around her
Christmas tree. Lovable Finley and Dolce,
left, are decked out in their finest holiday
attire and are ready for the fun and frolic.
Just their presence is the best present!
Merry Christmas to this dynamic duo.

JOANIE

Lovely kitty Joanie, left, seems to be
making a holiday wish for a forever home.
She's waiting at the Grosse Pointe Animal
Adoption Society along with many friends,

-5 ’ just hoping their dream comes true - and
. they start the new year with a loving new
X F family. To adop't a pet, contact QPAAS at
N gpaas.org for a list of available animals.

S TIFFIN

Tiny Tiffin Morgan, right, smiles pretty for
the camera in Grosse Pointe Shores. He's a
little holiday package of love for fur mom

Katie and the rest of the Morgans. With
his own red velvet bow, where else would
he be but beneath the Christmas tree?
/ Have a wonderful holiday season that is as
de_ {1 beautiful as you are, Tiffin!

COURTESY PHOTOS

Shores Fireplace & B/BQ has tl}e gifts they’ll love & the gifts they’ll use all year Iong! WEBER

7\, SUMm|
) \i/ e CLEARA NZ.:E

EVENT.

!
. 616 S. Lapeer Rd.  Lake Orion 21915 Greater Mack ¢ St. Clair Shores
Store Hours: Just North of Clarkston Rd. Between 8 & 9 Mile

4 2
www.shoresfireplace.com  wmon & Fri: 9:30-5:30  Saturday: 10-3 g 86.285.5634 248.289.1065

Closed Sunday

lakeorionfp@gmail.com shoresfp@gmail.com
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Ho, Ho, Ho!
Grosse Pointe
is all aglow
with a few
Santas above
and below

Photo story by Renee Landuyt

One does not have to drive far in this town to see spectacular displays of twinkling Christmas lights.
Houses and lawns throughout the Pointes are decked out for the season. Here are a handful our
photographer Renee Landuyt captured during a recent jaunt through the community.
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Over the past couple
years, I've reviewed some
of my favorite holiday
movies. They included
some timeless classics.
This year I had to do alittle
digging to find some new
ones. I hope you enjoy

PHOTOS COURTESY OF SHOUT STUDIOS
Filming the family gathering in the 2019 movie “Feast of the Seven
Fishes,” directed by Robert Tinnell.

MOVIE REVIEW
“Feast of the Seven
Fishes”

2019 - Not Rated
1 hr 39 min
0. 0.0.6_ $%¢

The Holidays are all

these two recent discover- about family and friends,
ies, and Happy Holidays tradition, nostalgia, and

from this jaded film buff!

memories. This film deliv-

Josh Helman playing the part of Juke.

Madison Iseman playing the part of Beth, in the
“Feast of the Seven Fishes.”

ers all that in spades. It’s
set in the 1970s in a small
town in coal country, and
involves a sprawling
Italian-American family
and their friends.

As the narrator informs
us, preparing the food for
Christmas Eve is a major
event, and involves the
cooking of seven fishes—
which would be better
described as “The Feast of
the Seven Sea Creatures”
since it includes shrimp,
squid, eel and oysters —
but that doesn’t have quite
the same ring to it.

You’ve no doubt seen
the older generation of
actors here in supporting
roles before. They all do a
wonderful job.

The impressive cast of
younger actors include
Skylar Gisondo, Madison
Iseman, Jess Darrow,
Addison Timlin and Josh
Helman, who I can guar-
antee, you’ll be seeing a
lot more of in the very
near future.

The movie involves the
Italian uncles as they cook
the various dishes, lead-
ing up to the big feast. It
also centers around young
Tony (Gisondo), an aspir-
ing artist and his exploits.
After breaking up with his
childhood sweetheart,
he’s set up on a blind date
with Beth (Iseman).
Unlike Tony, she comes
from money and is look-
ing for a bit of fun while
her rich boyfriend is on a
ski trip in Europe.

The story jumps back
and forth between mad-
cap cooking scenes and
the slowly evolving
romance with Tony and
Beth — sort of a “Romeo
and Juliette” if you will.
It all makes for a very
entertaining story.

I have to say, this is
not your typical, mind-
less Christmas movie.
It’s a well written,
involving and heartfelt
film that will definitely
put you in the holiday
mood. I just wish they’d
make more movies like
this!

Currently streaming for
free on Tubi. Also on
Netflix, Peacock, Plex,
The Roku Channel, and
Pluto TV.

The actual feast.

Skyler Gisondo as Tony.

MOVIE REVIEW
“Operation Christmas
Drop”
2020 - TV-PG
1 hr 35 min
2.8 0.8 (B%4

If you’re looking for a
cheesy, feel good holiday
movie the whole family
will like, this one should
fit the bill.

close an airbase. There
she meets Andrew
(Alexander Ludwig), a
charming young pilot who
heads up Operation
Christmas Drop, a yearly
event that’s been rumored
to involve parachuting
Christmas presents to
islanders throughout the
Pacific.

What Erica discovers is

PHOTOS COURTESY OF NETFLIX STUDIOS
Islanders waving at the cargo plane in the 2020
movie “Operation Christmas Drop,” directed by

Martin Wood.

Erica (Graham) & Andrew (Ludwig) in the air.

Part of its charm is it’s
based on an actual oper-
ation that’s been ongo-
ing since the early 1950s.
And it’s set on Guam, a
beautiful island in the
South Pacific. My dad
was stationed there in
WWII and he fell in love
with the place. Seeing
the lush jungles and pic-
ture-perfect beaches, I
can see why.

The story takes place
just before the holidays.
Erica (Kat Graham), a
congressional aide, is sent
to Guam to investigate the
viability of the air force
base there.

Due to budget cuts, the
government is looking to

the operation actually
involves dropping much
needed supplies like
books, food and clothing
to the people.

Thanks to Andrew’s
finagling, the goods are
all donated, so it actu-
ally doesn’t cost the
government a thing.
However, Erica has to
scramble to make her
case to keep the base
open. Of course, no hol-
iday movie would be
complete without a little
romance. It all makes
for some delightful,
family viewing.

Streaming on Netflix.

Finally, if you're looking
for something in the theatre,

I highly recommend “The
Holdovers” starring Paul
Giamatti. I think this one’s
destined to become a
Holiday classic!

My rating system:

% A real stinker. A
movie that is so bad,
you’re embarrassed to
admit you’ve seen it,
but you have to rate it
nonetheless.

%% So-so. Not a total
waste of time, but you
would have been better
off reading a good book.

%% % Pretty good. In
fact, if there weren’t any
other movies in your
queue, you might watch
it again.

* % %% One you'd
recommend to friends.

* k%% So good
you’d actually go out and
buy it!

About this column:

My main focus is on
films that I feel have
gone under the radar and
deserve more recogni-
tion.

They include both
mainstream and indie
films streaming on ser-
vices like Netflix,
Hoopla, and Kanopy.

I'll also review note-
worthy new theatrical
releases as well.

For movie trailers, visit
youtube.com.

If you have any sugges-
tions, feel free to email me at:
dominmark@yahoo.com.

Also, if you’re look-
ing for more recom-
mendations, be sure
to check out my blog:
moviejunkiemark.
blogspot.com.

Erica (Graham) & Andrew (Ludwig) at the holiday dance.

The family celebrating Christmas Eve.

Snorkeling — a Christmas tradition.
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Joan LeGro Bushnell was a freelance writer and composer who began enter-
taining at age 5. A vocalist, actress and radio talk show host, the Grosse Pointe
Farms resident was an active and longtime member of the Fine Arts Society of
Detroit and Theatre Arts Club of Detroit. Her published credits include several
plays and a book about theater, as well as a pair of cookbooks.

Joan, whose poetry has been published in the Grosse Pointe News since
Father’s Day 2022, passed away Monday, Dec. 4, 2023. She was 86.

Joan shared her “Christmas Times” poem with the Grosse Pointe News last
year and it is our privilege to print it again in her memory.

Chuistmos Jimes

Christmas comes but once a year
(or so it’s said) and, yet, I fear

It may be more than quite enough
for those of us who do this stuff;

For those of us who join the fray
and live to fight another day

It’s Hark, the Herald, blow the horn,
expect no rest ‘til Christmas morn!

Our world takes on another realm

with Mommy firmly at the helm;

She clears the decks and sets her course,
a whirlwind of female force;

The kitchen virtually hums

with everything from sugarplums

To shortbread, fruitcake, glug! Beware,
there’s powdered sugar everywhere!

Our basement rec room has been stormed,
to winter wonderland transformed

With wrap and ribbon, tape and bow

and, yes, there’s even ersatz snow

To sprinkle hither, scatter yon,

make festive all it falls upon.

And Daddy says, “Just let it snow!
The icicles will sparkle so!”

I peer out through the candy cane
and thank my luck it isn’t rain!
With many, many little lights

all set to brighten up the nights,

Festooned on doors and windows, too,
with heartfelt welcome shining through.
Though days are filled with Season’s
Cheer, Rejoice! It comes but once a year!

Oh, yes, we treat the season right
attacking it with mirthful might

And, once the battle’s waged and won,
God rest ye merry, everyone!

While taking note, (and here’s the best)
first matter of importance — rest!

My wish list, never out of sight,

boasts one last entry — SILENT NIGHT

Joan LeGro Bushnell

Moon Alert: Avoid
shopping or important
decisions from 9:30 p.m.
to 10 p.m. EST today (6:30
p.-m. to 7 p.m. PST). After
that, the Moon moves
from Aries into Taurus.

Happy Birthday for
Thursday, December 21,
2023:

You are energetic and
strong-willed; however,
you are also secretive and
private, especially about
your feelings. You work
hard to achieve your goals.
In 2024, you will experi-
ence exciting changes and
increased personal free-
dom.

ARIES

(March 21-April 19)

With the Moon in your
sign dancing with your
ruler Mars, you have
lots of energy today to
go after what you want.
Talk to bosses, parents,
teachers and authority
figures about projects
from the past that you
want to resurrect.
Perhaps you want
approval or permission.
Expect success today.
Tonight: Check your pos-
sessions.

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)

Behind-the-scenes
projects, especially
related to shared prop-
erty, banking or inheri-
tances, might come
together today. This is
also an excellent day to
study or finish a thesis,
manuscript or important
paper. Take another look
at old plans to travel
somewhere. Tonight:
You win!!

GEMINI
(May 21-June 20)

You've got energy and
enthusiasm to enjoy time
with partners, friends and
groups. In fact, you might
be involved in a competi-
tion. Meanwhile, this is
an excellent day to dis-
cuss financial matters
and to wrap up issues
related to inheritances
and shared property.
Tonight: Enjoy solitude.

CANCER
(June 21-July 22)

People notice you today.
They admire your energy to
take charge and get things
done. Meanwhile, this is a
solid day to sit down with
partners and close friends
to make long-range plans
for the future, especially
about travel, higher educa-
tion or medical matters. Do
it. Tonight: Friendships.

LEO
(July 23-Aug. 22)

Respect your desire to
do something different
today. Change things up a
bit. Take a short trip or
explore your neighbor-
hood. See new places,
meet new faces and learn
new things. You want
some stimulation!
Nevertheless, you will still
work and accomplish a lot.
Tonight: You’re admired.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

Discussions about
shared property, espe-
cially related to family, will
go well today. Meanwhile,
this is an excellent day to
teach kids or practice
sports techniques. Any
kind of practice that helps
you hone and perfect your
approach to something
will yield positive results.

Tonight: Explore!

LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

Discussions with partners
and close friends will be
lively today. In fact, you
might attract someone to
you who is energetic and “in
your face.” Meanwhile, this
is an excellent day to tackle
home repairs or have seri-
ous family discussions.
Tonight: Check your
finances.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

This is a good day to
study something. It’s also
an excellent day to teach,
because your mind is
focused and serious. Any
mental work that you do
today will be done with
care and precision, which
is why you won'’t overlook

details and won’t make mis-
takes. Tonight: Cooperate.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

This is a playful day!
Accept invitations to party
and socialize. Take a long
lunch. Meet the gang at
happy hour. Outdoor
sports, the arts, movies and
fun activities with kids will
appeal toyou. Nevertheless,
this also an excellent day
for serious discussions
about how you handle
money. Tonight: Work.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

Today, retrograde
Mercury is dancing with
your ruler Saturn, which
gives you a critical eye
for everything around
you. This is why you’re
quick to see flaws in your
environment. You can
also teach people today.
Personally, you're con-
cerned with some practi-
cal aspects in your life.
It’s a productive day.
Tonight: Play!

@ AQUARIUS

(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

Your ability to research
something is excellent
today. You’ll be like a
dog with a bone. You will
leave no stone unturned.
This could lead to lively
discussions at home
about how to deal with a
family member.
Someone might want
your advice today.
Tonight: Cocoon..

@ o

(Feb. 19-March 20)

Bosses and authority fig-
ures might be impressed
with your energy, ambi-
tion and ideas about finan-
cial matters. You also
might see ways to solve
problems, teaching young
people or dealing with
them in group situations.
You’re very resourceful
today. Tonight: Socialize.

BORN TODAY
Actress, activist Jane
Fonda (1937), actor
Steven Yeun (1983), actor
Kiefer Sutherland (1966).

Contract Bridge

PERFORMING THE IMPOSSIBLE

East dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
aK 62
vYQ83
4Q74
*Q953
WEST EAST
4Q743 &5
Y76 YAKIJ1094
49863 ¢J52
»742 SK 108
SOUTH
4AJ1098
¥vs52
¢AKI10
HdAJ6
The bidding:
East South  West North
19 Dble Pass I NT
A 4 26 Pass 4 &

Opening lead — seven of hearts.

The military slogan “The difficult we
do immediately. The impossible takes
a little longer” would seem to apply
perfectly to this deal.

East won the opening heart lead with
the nine and continued with the A-K.
Declarer then had to decide whether to
ruff the third heart high or low.

Given that East had apparently start-
ed with six hearts, South decided to

ruff with the ace on the basis that West
was more likely to have the great-
er spade length — and therefore the
queen — than East. He then led the
J-10 of trump, finessing successfully
both times. But when East showed out
on the second trump lead, it appeared
that West — who still had the Q-7
while dummy had the lone king — had
a sure trump trick.

Undaunted by this development,
South then found a way to do West out
of his trump trick. Abandoning further
spade leads for the moment, South
crossed to dummy with a diamond and
led a club to the jack. He then cashed
the ace of clubs and A-K of diamonds
before exiting with a club to East’s
king.

Atthis point only two tricks remained
to be played. South had the 9-8 of
spades, West the Q-7 and dummy the
king of spades and nine of clubs. East,
whose last two cards were hearts, was
obliged to lead one.

When South ruffed with the eight,
West found that his apparently impreg-
nable trump trick had been obliterated.
Whether he ruffed with the seven or
the queen, declarer was sure to score
the last two tricks and so make the
contract. South had accomplished the
impossible.

©2023 King Features Syndicate Inc.

——— Dy Steve Becker m——
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Christmas Fun Page

Find 7 Differences

L7 Glid?

Help Santa
through the
Maze and

find where

he misplaced
his bag of toys.

Help Jack the elf find which path will take him to Santa before
he leaves with his bag of toys for all good girls and boys.

Find 2 Santas
That Are The Same
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Comics

Christmas

Garfield Famil

Garfield
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Family Circus

©2023 Bill Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

UNIVERSAL

Sudoku Puzzle

Complete the
grid so every row,
columnand 3 x 3
box contains
every digit from

1 to 9 inclusively.

Garfield

Bill and Jeff Keane

sand

Jim Davis

© 2023 PAWS, INC. All Rights Reserved.
Distributed by Andrews McMeel Syndication

Popeye

“l don’t know. What’ve you got?.”

Beetle Bailey

Bud Sagendorf

wo9 akadod
Panasal sjybli PLIOM “ou| ‘B1ealpuAs saimead buly Aq £2020

Greg, Brian, Neal and Mort Walker

©2023 Comicana, Inc. Distributed by King Features Syndicate.

Blondie

Chris and Dean Young

Previous puzzle

20

solution
)
12/21
Over The Hedge Michael Fry and T. Lewis
© 2023 by Andrews McMeel Syndication 12/14 Solution
Universal Crossword
Edited by David Steinberg December 21, 2023
ACROSS 49 Getaway 13 Make into a 39 Air Force £
1 2006 Amy car? (Ford) movie, say Two rider, g
Winehouse 51 Mosque 18 Noir lead? informally °
hit leader 22 Knee 41 Cold cubes
6 Put up with 53 Obligation connector, 44 “Kinda”
11 Greek H 54 Boring for short 47 “Terrific!”
14 Words from routine 24 “Parasite” 48 Many an
a procras- 56 Kitsch director Bong explgitation Andy Capp Reg Smythe
tinator or 61 Understand 26 Unleashes film
volunteer 62 Street car? (on) 49 _ Allan
15 __ Light (Chrysler) 27 Tempo Poe
16 English 64 Citrus drink 28 Like the logo 50 Shoe leather
minor? suffix for Ford or 52 Words
17 Flying car? 65 Netflix’s “___ Subaru between
(Lincoln) Holmes” 29 Gymnast’s “pie” and
19 Light-colored 66 Type of belly top score “mode”
beer, for button 30 Stylistic 55 Sky lights?
short 67 Kylo played period for 57 ____one’s
20 “Just by Adam Taylor Swift way
finished!” Driver 32 Slim Shady, (proceed)
21 “Pow!” 68 Plagued by another 58 Name of
22 Resting on 69 Idyllic name two of Henry
23 Martial arts locations 34 Name of three VIII's wives
center DOWN of Henry VliI's 59 Destruction
25 Elevator car? 1 San Juan, wives 60 Short-sleeved
(Subaru) Puerto 36 “l agree with shirts
27 Vatican City 2 Furry Endor the comment 62 Leap day’s
leaders resident above” mo.
31 5,280 feet 3 Like rear legs 37 “Wait here,” 63 Bowler or A i i
33 Assert 4 Voice that to a dog sombrero Wizard of Id Created by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart. Currently by Mason Mastroianni
34 Vast beyond means “high” trainer
comprehen- in Italian
sion 5 Window
35 “__ not you, covers with PREVIOUS PUZZLEANSWEH
___me” slats E I [mM[Aa]F[A
38 Train car? 6 Card that D
(Dodge) may have a
40 Smart car? big heart
(Honda) 7 Chocolate
42 Movie treats
featuring 8 Greek |
Will Ferrell 9 Drug for
in a green motion
costume sickness
43 Natural gas 10 Subj. for
component many adult
45 Seed whose learners
sprouts 11 Quarterfinals
resemble fur gr((:)up in the
46 Mask NCAA H .
opening 12 Lightly F MI“US Tony Carrilo
48 t(l)—ieav'%ns \vari‘r?glgilvas a 12/14 Solution ?
— © 2023 by Andrews McMeel Universal
www.upuzzles.com
12721 Auto Suggestion by David Tuffs
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 12 |13
I THOUGHT MY
T4 15 76 DAUGHTER WAS GIVING ME
THE SILENT TREATMENT THIS WEEK,
UNTIL I RECALLED THE LAST THING
17 19 I TOLD HER WAS, “IF YOU CAN'T SAY

SOMETHING NICE, DONT SAY

22

Ziggy

ANYTHING AT ALL.”

Tom Wilson
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Knights triumph over Blue Devils to
win ULS girls hockey holiday tourney

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Girls hockey teams
from University Liggett
and Grosse Pointe South
have had their share of
exciting showdowns in
recent seasons. Just a
few weeks ago on Nov.
28, the Blue Devils
nearly snapped Liggett’s
three-year long winning
streak before the
Knights came back to
end the game in a 3-3 tie.
On Saturday, Dec. 16,
the team’s met again in
the final of Liggett’s girls
hockey holiday tourna-
ment to continue the
rivalry in another close
matchup.

Two semifinal games
on Thursday, Dec. 14,
set up the rematch
between South and
Liggett. The first semifi-
nal was another cross-
town rivalry seeing the
Blue Devils go up against
Grosse Pointe North. It
was the second meeting
between the two teams
in just over a month, and
South was victorious for
a second time with a 6-0

PHOTO BY LEON HALIP

Liggett goalie Brooklyn Peshl stares down an oncoming shot from South’s Molly Reynolds.

win.

Abby Evans kicked off
the scoring for South
early in the first period,
putting the Blue Devils
up 1-0. Gabby Vosburg
helped make it a two-
goal advantage for
South before the end of

the opening period.
South continued to
pull away in the second
period. Ana
Zieleniewiski scored the
first of three goals in the
period for the Blue
Devils. Molly Reynolds
added another before

Evans scored her second
of the game to make it
5-0 South after two peri-
ods. Anne Wayman
scored the only goal of
the third period to
cement the 6-0 South
win. Rosie Smith got the
shutout in goal for the

Blue Devils, making 16
saves.

Liggett dominated its
semifinal game later the
same night, beating
Regina 8-0. Sofie Ancona
led the way for the
Knights in the big win by
scoring a hat trick. Elle

Quinlan nearly had a hat
trick of her own, scoring
two goals. Miranda
Alcala, Louisa Dragovic
and Nadia Le were the
other goal scorers for
the Knights that helped
send the team to the
finals of its home tour-
nament.

Sandwiched between
tournament games,
South got a 7-1 win over
Ann Arbor Pioneer on
Friday, Dec. 15. The
Blue Devils then set
their sights on taking
down Liggett in the holi-
day tournament final. It
was another close meet-
ing between the two
teams, but the Knights
continued their winning
streak and managed a
2-1 victory.

“It is nice being able to
play (South) again so
quickly especially with
some of the competition
we have in the league, I
think the girls like play-
ing those higher-paced
games,” Liggett girls
hockey coach Casey
LaFrance said. “They

See HOCKEY, page 4D

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK

Reigning state swim champ

satisties South’s need for sp

By Meg Leonard

Senior Editor

Troy Liu is what one
calls an “instant”
swimmer — just add
water and watch the
magic happen.

“I’'m just training
harder every day,
moving more water,”
said Liu, Grosse Pointe
South’s senior co-cap-
tain for the boys var-
sity swim and dive
team. “The stronger I
get, that’s what’s
helped me become
more efficient. I defi-
nitely began improving

ATHLETE
WA

A
Troy Liu

School: Grosse Pointe South

Sport: Swim and dive

Based on how suc-
cessfully his 2022-23

myself dramatically my junior season ended,

junior year.”

Troy's

Liu is getting better and

Titles

e Won Division 2 state championship in the
100 free at last year’s state final meet, one

of 4 All-State finishes,

including the 400 free

relay, 200 medley relay and 50 free.

¢ Finished 3rd in his heat and 77th overall in
the 100 free at the Speedo Winter Junior

Nationals this month.

e Set new school and pool records in the 50
free (20.88) at South'’s first dual meet of the

season Dec. 12.

* Selected as co-captain for South’s 2023-24
boys varsity swim and dive team.

better at
moving
water out of
his way.
Last March,
he swam to
four All-
State fin-
ishes in the
Division 2
state finals,
including an
individual
state title in
the 100 free,
a school
record-set-
ting second
place in the 400 free
relay and fourth place
in the 200 medley relay
and 50 free.

This month, he began
his final year competing
for the Blue Devils. And
roughly two weeks into
the young season, he is
achieving new accom-
plishments each time he
enters the water.

Take for example the
first weekend of
December, when Liu
competed in the Speedo
Winter Junior Nationals
in Columbus, Ohio,
where he qualified for
the 100 free and 50 free.

At Junior Nationals,

Liu

eed

COURTESY PHOTO

Grosse Pointe South’s Troy Liu arrives at the Speedo Winter Junior Nationals
meet in early December in Columbus, Ohio.

Liu competed among
some 200 swimmers,
many of whom are con-
sidered to be future
Olympic contenders, in
both of his events.
Punching in his best
times to date he finished
third in his heat in the
100 free in 46.00 flat,

and 77th overall. In the
50 free, he finished 85th
overall in an ultra-
speedy time of 20.91.
His most recent
results are a good har-
binger of things to
come, given Liu already
has earned qualifying
times for the 2024 state

final, a benchmark
many do not reach until
the end of the regular
season.

Lui then topped off
his week with a record-
breaking performance
in the 50 free at South’s

See ATHLETE, page 2D
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Continued from page 1D

first dual meet of the
season against St. Clair
Tuesday, Dec. 12. He
set the Blue Devils’ new
school and pool records
in 20.88 — faster than
the time he logged just
a few days earlier in
Columbus. He broke
both Jacob Montague’s
2016 school record of
21.02, and Salem High
School’s Eugene Li’s
2019 pool record of
20.95.

“It’s really a great
accomplishment to
know that you have the
fastest 50 (free) time
ever in the Grosse
Pointes,” said John
Fodell, Liu’s head coach
at South and Grosse
Pointe Gators, his year-
round club team.

Liu credits his prog-
ress over the years to
the coaching expertise
of Fodell, who also is
head coach of South’s
girls varsity swim and
dive. Fodell coached
Liu’s older sister, Renee,
a 2018 South grad who
just finished a remark-
able collegiate swim
career at Johns Hopkins
University in Baltimore.

Liu considers Fodell

PHOTO BY JESSICA BRYAN

Troy Liu gets set on the starting block in last week’s first dual meet of the seaspm against St. Clair, where he broke South’s school and

pool records in the 50 free.

Fodell has watched
Liu improve with each
passing season. He now
gets to push him to new
heights for his final high
school season.

“Troy’s pretty good at
keeping a pretty even
head,” he said. “He’s

spring, where Liu was
the top seed going into
the 50 free, but lost
three places to finish
fourth overall.

“Him not winning the
50 as top seed, but then
turning around a few
events later to take the

“Troy’s pretty good at keeping a pretty even head.

He’s gone through some rough patches in swimminyg,

so for him to turn around and know he can still be better,
then to go do it is the kind of mindset that successful

swimmers need.’

JOHN FODELL, SOUTH BOYS HEAD VARSITY SWIM COACH,
ON HIS TEAM CO-CAPTAIN, TROY LIU

his No. 1 mentor and
cites him as one of the
reasons his family
moved here from
Windsor, Ontario,
Canada, in 2015.

“It was mostly for my
parents’ work (why we
moved to Grosse
Pointe), but they kind of
wanted my sister to
mainly swim over here
with Coach Fodell too,”
he said. “My parents
knew his coaching skills
and I came to love the
program’s rich history
and traditions. And he’s
been a great friend to
me, too.”

His sister’s success in
the pool was Liu’s main
inspiration for his swim-
ming career, one that
began when he was
around 8 years old.

“As much as I hate to
say it, she probably got
me started swimming,”
he said. “I played tennis
and rowed before,
mainly. I quit tennis
freshman year and
since then I started
focusing on swimming.”

gone through some
rough patches in swim-
ming, so for him to turn
around and know he
can still be better, then
to go do it is the kind of
mindset that successful
swimmers need.”

Some of those hard
times came during Liu’s
freshman and sopho-
more years.

“As a freshman and
sophomore, I qualified
for states but DQ’ed
both my events,” Liu
said of his disqualifica-
tions. “Freshman year I
got DQ’ed because my
toes were too far over
the edge on my back-
stroke start. Then soph-
omore year, my goggles
fell off (in the 100 free)
and I was unable to fin-
ish the race.”

But, Liu found a way
to bounce right back.

“I still made All-State
for the relay (at finals),”
he said. “I'm really
proud of that.”

Fodell said he recog-
nizes Liu’s resilience,
such as at states last

100, that says some-
thing,” Fodell said. “It
only takes one swim to
make it right. You can
knock him off and he
will get right back up
again. That’s an impor-
tant quality.”

Some prominent col-
lege swim programs
have noticed Liu’s good
assets as well. He
already has received
nominations for the
U.S. Naval Academy,
U.S. Air Force Academy
and U.S. Merchant
Marine Academy,
though he still is wait-
ing for the paperwork to
go through to gain med-
ical clearance from a
pelvic injury he suffered
freshman year. He
hopes to make his final
decision sometime in
March.

“(The service acade-
mies) are so picky, but
you will be serving our
country, so it’s impor-
tant they are thorough,”
said Liu, who holds dual
citizenship with the U.S
and Canada.

Do you know an outstanding high school athlete?
Nominate them for Athlete of the Week and put
them in the running for Athlete of the Year.

Liu is just one of two
team captains for South,
a title he shares with fel-
low senior Ben Bryan.
He said he takes his
leadership role seri-
ously and draws exam-
ples from many former
teammates, as well as
idols like Australian
swimmer Cam McEvoy
and U.S. Olympians
Michael Phelps and
Caeleb Dressel, the cur-
rent world record
holder in the 100 free.

“I have been around
the team for so long I
really have developed
my skills from the past
captains and others to
try to be the best leader
I can be,” Liu said.

He also has his sights
set this season on being
the best swimmer he
can be, all at the tender
age of 17.

“I love to swim
because of the tech-
nique it requires, the
way the water feels, the
grueling training and
the early-morning prac-
tices,” he said, adding
that he is motivated by
numbers and seeing his
split times go down. “I
like numbers and splits
are like candy to me.”

Overall, Fodell said he
is looking forward to
watching what unfolds
this season, making
note that Liu is capable
of breaking the 19-sec-
ond mark in the 50 free,
something that has
never been accom-
plished at the high
school level in Grosse
Pointe.

He also said he is con-
fident South’s co-cap-
tain has what it takes to
make his own mark on
the program.

“He’s a really good
person, he’s genuine
and soft spoken, but he
has his (favorite) places
and South swimming is
one of them,” Fodell
said. “His attitude is
always, ‘Next thing up.’

“I think he scared
some people around the
state with his swim
against St. Clair,” he
added. “I even think he
missed his turn, so he’s
got more left. It makes it
fun to watch him
develop this season.”

For everything he has

accomplished thus far,
Liu keeps a humble and
grateful spirit.

“I hope to leave a pos-
itive impact and that my
name could be remem-
bered not just in swim-
ming, but in the
community,” he said. “I
am grateful for what I
have here.”

To nominate a future
Athlete of the Week,
visit grossepointenews.
com/athlete-of-the-
week.

COURTESY PHOTO

Troy Liu celebrates his third place finish in the 100
free at the Winter Junior Nationals earlier this

month.

EROCERY

899 Beaconsiield Check Instagram @fafresamerketgpp for dally specials
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PHOTO COURTESY OF LIGGETT ATHLETICS

The University Liggett boys hockey team poses with its home trophy after defeating Grosse Pointe South 1-0 in the final of the boys Liggett holiday hockey tour-

nament.

Stacy’s goal pushes Liggett past South
1-0 in boys hockey holiday tournament

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

The holiday boys
hockey tournament at
University Liggett last
weekend gave fans the
chance to see the
Knights and the Grosse
Pointe South Blue
Devils face off for the
only time in non-exhibi-
tion play this season.
On Saturday, Dec. 16,
Liggett and South bat-
tled in a close game that
ended up needing late
heroics from one of the
team’s most clutch
players this season.

South and Liggett’s
path to meeting in the
final was set up by the
two semifinal games on
Friday, Dec. 15. The
first was a crosstown
rivalry matchup
between the Blue Devils

and Grosse Pointe
North.

South dominated the
rivalry matchup heav-
ily, winning 13-0.
Hayden Crane, Will
Gryzenia and Tony
Pilutti all had two goals
each. Drew Brady,
Aiden Lefief, Oliver
Sharpe, Jack O’Keefe,
Evan Bernard, Everett
Kielt and Ryan Peabody
were the Blue Devils’
other goal scorers in the
win.

Liggett’s semifinal
matchup last Friday
night was a much closer
one, with the Knights
outlasting the M-1
Griffins 4-3. Goals from
Francis Blake, Kevin
Vreeken and Nick
Gould gave the Knights
a 3-1 lead heading into
the third period.
However, the Griffins

mounted a comeback
late and Liggett’s Blake
Shock had to score the
winning power play
goal to propel the
Knights to the win by
just one.

Liggett and South had
their matchup in the
tournament final on
Saturday with bragging
rights on the line. The
game was as tight as
could be, going through
two full periods dead-
locked in a scoreless tie
thanks to strong goal-
tending from South’s
Jacob Haack and
Liggett’s Maksim
Johns.

The game got halfway
through the third period
still locked at 0-0 before
someone finally struck.
That someone was
Liggett’s Gary Stacy,
who found the back of

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Coach Dan Griesbaum Sr. and Grosse Pointe South baseball will host a pitch-
ing and catching camp on Wednesday, Dec. 27.

South baseball adds
extra holiday camp Dec. 27

Grosse Pointe South
baseball’s popular
Holiday Hitting Camps
have already sold out
of spots, but the pro-
gram has added an
additional session this
winter due to popular
demand. The new
added camp will be
focused on pitching
and catching and will
take place beginning
at 1 p.m. Wednesday,

Dec. 27, in South’s
main gym.

The camp will be run
by South baseball
coaches and players,
including two-time
state champion and
hall of fame coach Dan
Griesbaum Sr. The
camp is open to play-
ers in second through
sixth grade only, with
groups divided up by
age to cycle through

different pitching and
catching drills. The
catching portion of the
camp is focused
strictly on the position
of catcher, and not the
general act of catch-
ing.

Registration forms
and more details can
be found at grosse
pointesouthbase
ball.com/youth-camps

PHOTO BY BARBARA JOHNS

Liggett’s Gary Stacy celebrates after scoring the game-winning goal in a 1-0
victory over Grosse Pointe South on Saturday, Dec. 16.

the net for the Knights
with just more than
seven minutes remain-
ing to put his team in
front 1-0. Liggett con-
tinued to hold off the
Blue Devils defensively
and ended up as tourna-
ment champions with
the narrow 1-0 win.
Liggett took on
Riverview Gabriel
Richard on Monday,
Dec. 18, with the game

ending in a 2-2 tie. The
Knights hosted St. Clair
Shores on Tuesday,
Dec. 19, after press
time. Liggett then goes
on a long holiday break
before returning to the
ice Wednesday, Jan. 10,
when the team hosts
defending Division 3
state champions Flint
Powers Catholic.
South took on Lake
Orion on Tuesday, Dec.

19, after press time. The
Blue Devils return from
their holiday break on
Thursday, Jan. 4, when
they host Detroit
Catholic Central at 7:30
p-m. The Norsemen
faced Farmington on
Wednesday, Dec. 20,
after press time and
begin 2024 with a 6:30
p-m. game against
L’Anse Creuse Unified
on Tuesday, Jan. 9.

113025

FOR SALE

PROUDLY SERVING ALL OF GROSSE POINTE AND SURROUNDING
WATERFRONT COMMUNITIES
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PHOTOS BY MIKE ADZIMA

Varsity wrestlers face off at annual Norsemen Classic

Wrestlers from Grosse Pointe North and Grosse Pointe South were among the teams that competed at this year’s Norsemen Classic wrestling tournament on
Saturday, Dec. 16. Liam Willson from Grosse Pointe South, top left, stares down his opponent from Lakeview during a Saturday morning match. Barrett Nelson,
bottom left, of North attempts a hold on his Lake Shore opponent. North junior Maddelyn Walter, right, brings her opponent from Lake Shore to the ground.

HOCKEY:

Continued from page 1D

enjoy the rivalry we
have going on. And you
can see that we’ve been
working on puck move-
ment and working more
as a team and less as
individuals like we were
a bit earlier on in the
season, and that’s defi-
nitely helped us out in
games like this.”

The game went
through a scoreless first
period and it was not
until later on in the sec-
ond period that someone
finally found the back of
the net. That first goal
came in favor of Liggett,
with Dragovic scoring to
give the Knights a 1-0
lead after two periods.

Ancona extended
Liggett’s lead in the
third period to make it a

two-goal game. Time
was ticking for South to
make a comeback, and
with 27 seconds left to
play, Evans got South’s
first goal of the game.
The Blue Devils come-
back efforts were just a
bit too late as even with
the late goal, Liggett still
emerged with the close
win.

“Everyone is playing
better positionally and
working hard in practice
then bringing it to games
which is huge,” LaFrance
said about Liggett’s per-
formance through the
first month of the sea-
son. “I feel like everyone
is really starting to click
as far as that goes...
Making sure that they’re
understanding their
assignments instead of
skating all over and
scrambling into the
zone. It’s really coming

together with how struc-
tured we’re being on the
ice.”

Liggett gets an
extended break for the
holidays, not taking the
ice again until Jan. 12,
when it faces off against
Bloomfield on the road.
South took on Orchard
Lake St. Mary’s on
Tuesday, Dec. 19, after
press time and will host
its first post-holiday
game on Wednesday,
Jan. 3, at 6 p.m. against
Bloomfield.

In the holiday tourna-
ment’s consolation
game, North defeated
Regina 1-0 with a goal
by Josie Cueter. The
Norsemen visited
Northville on
Wednesday, Dec. 20,
after press time and will
host Livonia United at
7:30 p.m. on Friday,
Jan. 5.

PHOTO BY LEON HALIP

Liggett captain Sofie Ancona celebrates a goal against South.

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

North’s Josie Cueter tries to protect the puck with Leila Oskui from South defending during the crosstown
rivalry girls hockey matchup last Thursday, Dec. 14.

city of Brosse Tointe Jark, michigan

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING AND ENACTING ANEW
CODE FOR THE CITY OF GROSSE POINTE PARK,
MICHIGAN; PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF
CERTAIN ORDINANCES NOT INCLUDED THEREIN;
PROVIDING A PENALTY FOR THE VIOLATION
THEREOF; PROVIDING FOR THE MANNER OF
AMENDING SUCH CODE; AND PROVIDING WHEN
SUCH CODE AND THIS ORDINANCE SHALL
BECOME EFFECTIVE.

On December 11,2023, the City Council of the City of Grosse
Pointe Park enacted an Ordinance to Amend the City Code, to
become effective January 1, 2024, which Ordinance provides
for amendments to the City Code. Said amendments include
but are not limited to the recodification of the City Code into
the “Grosse Pointe Park City Code” as published by CivicPlus
through its subsidiary, Municode. Utilizing the current City
Code Book and all subsequent ordinance amendments, this
amendment completely recodifies the Code into Chapters 1 to
46 in a way that is more conveniently arranged and organized.
It also provides for the general penalty for violating the code, a
format template for future amendments, and provides that any
violations of past code provisions still remain valid.

This Summary of the Ordinance is published pursuant to
Michigan Compiled Laws Section 117.3(k). True copies of
the full text of the Ordinance and any law, regulations, code,
or other material adopted in reference in such Ordinance are
available for inspection or photocopy at the Office of the
City Clerk, City of Grosse Pointe Park, 15115 East Jefferson
Avenue, Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 48230.

Bridgette Bowdler,

City Clerk
GPN: 12-21-23
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HITS & HIGHLIGHTS |

Whether it’'s games, meets or matches, high school winter sports in the
Pointes are in full swing and the Grosse Pointe News is here to bring you
all the varsity action. Some of the week’s biggest hits and highlights from
include:

HITS & HIGHLIGHTS

SOUTH
BOYS VARSITY SWIM & DIVE

PHOTO BY JESSICA BRYAN
South boys swim and dive gets the season started against St. Clair last week.

The Blue Devils opened their season with a big 140-46 win over St. Clair
High School Tuesday, Dec. 12.

Senior co-captain Troy Liu set pool and school records in the 50 free in a
time of 20.88. He broke the school record last setin 2016, and the pool
record setin 2019.

Liu also earned state cuts in 50 free in 20.88 and 100 free in 46.19.

Fellow senior co-captain Ben Bryan qualified for state finals in the 50 free
(22.16) and 100 fly (53.28).

The team added another state cutin the 200 free relay in 1:31.12. Vincent
Maffesoli, Bryan, Joey Drawbaugh and Liu swam to the qualifying finish in
the event.

NORTH
BOYS VARSITY
BASKETBALL

After recent back-to-back losses to rival Grosse
Pointe South and DeWitt, the Norsemen boys
varsity basketball team hoped to turn things
around when the team hit the road to play New
Haven Friday, Dec. 15. North came up short, suf-
fering a 68-57 loss. The team had its next
chance to put a game in the win column when
they traveled to Port Huron Northern to face the
Huskies Tuesday, Dec. 19, after press time.

(P

SOUTH
BOYS VARSITY
BASKETBALL

Grosse Pointe South boys varsity basketball
beat the Roseville Panthers 59-50 on the Blue
Devils home court Friday, Dec. 15. South shot
447 percent from the field, converting three
three-pointers and hitting 78.6 percent on its
free throws. South senior Karter Richards
dropped 30 points in the win, while junior Vince
Vachon scored 10 points for the blue and gold.
South hosted MAC Red foe Chippewa Valley
Tuesday, Dec. 19, after press time. They head to
University Detroit-Jesuit Friday, Dec. 22, fora 7
p.m. tipoff.

UNIVERSITY LIGGETT
BOYS VARSITY
BASKETBALL

The Knights boys varsity basketball team con-
tinues to search for its first win of the season.
The team lost two more games last week, the
first to Plymouth Christian in a 61-48 loss Friday,
Dec. 15, then fell in a 54-44 loss on the road
against Bloomfield Hills Cranbrook. The Knights
hosted Lutheran North Tuesday, Dec. 19, after
press time. They host Bloomfield Hills Roeper at
8:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 21.

A,

SOUTH > )
GIRLS
VARSITY BASKETBALL

The Blue Devils bested Port Huron Northern in a 45-31 home win
Tuesday, Dec. 12. Maddy Benard and Elsa Bachert led the way for the
Blue Devils, each scoring 14 points. Sophomore Alex Lupo added seven
points in the win. South followed that up with another victory, this time
on the road at Anchor Bay in a tight 53-51 win Thursday, Dec. 14.
Bachert led all South scorers with 16, followed by Benard, who had 13
points against the Tars. The team ended the week with a 51-42 loss
against Saginaw Heritage. Benard had 19 points and six steals in the
loss, while freshman Ciara Pongratz contributed 11 points. Up next,
South heads to Cass Tech at 11 a.m. Wednesday, Dec. 27.

UNIVERSITY LIGGETT
GIRLS VARSITY
BASKETBALL

The Knights girls varsity basketball team took on Plymouth Christian
Academy Friday, Dec. 15, and came away with a 56-35 loss. The team
hosted St. Clair Shores Lakeshore Wednesday, Dec. 20, after press
time. They hit the court again at home against Bloomfield Hills Roeper
Thursday, Dec. 21, for a 7 p.m. tipoff. The team is 1-2 on the season.

NORTH
GIRLS VARSITY
BASKETBALL

The Norsemen have started the season at an undefeated 4-0. North’s
first win of the week came at home Thursday, Dec. 14, over Warren
Cousino, 50-30. North hosted Utica Monday, Dec. 18, where the
Norsemen won 54-35. Seniors Natalie Babcock and Jenna Winowiecki
each scored 19 points against the Chieftains. Babcock added six re-
bounds and five steals, while Winowiecki had three assists. Up next, the
team will host Regina at 7 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 21.

N
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GROSSE POINTE
UNITED GYMNASTICS

GPUG hosted the team’s first home meet of the season Tuesday, Dec. 12, beating Fraser
129.625 to 121.375. On Friday, Dec. 15, the team traveled to Farmington for the second meet of
the season, falling short by a score of 141.750 t0 129.225. GPUG traveled to Birmingham for a
dual meet Monday, Dec. 18, returning to the win column with a 128.125 t0 122.875 victory. The
team kicks off the new year at the Fraser Invitational at 10 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 6, at Fraser High
School. o
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Does your team have a newsworthy quick hit or highlight from the week to share? Send it along to mleonard@grossepointenews.com.
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PHONE: (313) 882-6900 EXT. 4

WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COM

PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD TODAY!

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

( PHONE: 313-882-6900 EXT. 4 | {J FAX: 313-882-1585

SITUATION WANTED
HOUSE CLEANING
Are you tired

of spending your
weekends

302 SITUATION WANTED
CONVALESCENT CARE

105 ART SERVICES HELP WANTED HELP WANTED
WAR MEMORIAL GENERAL DENTAL / MEDICAL
ceiling and currently hiring for ~ Doctor’s office is
Pewabic tile a Clothing seeking a

restoration by
Construction and

Packaging, Sorting
and Inspection

Restoration Artist position.
In observance of Martin So0Hoo Great Work
NEW YEAR'S Architecture atmosphere.
the office is closed Art Antiques Full & Part time
MONDAY inside/ outside available

January 1, 2024

) floor to ceiling
Grosse Pointe News

(734)846-5058

$16- $19+ an hour.
Ccome in and fill out

full- time medical
assistant/ nurse.
Must be friendly
and detail oriented.
Previous medical
office experience
of at least 1 year,
EMR knowledge
and computer
skills helpful.
Please email
resumes to
careers@
drshaunadiggs.com

gE’ESE:ﬁ% View portfolios an application:
TUESDAY 1PM online: 15139 Kercheval
January 2, 2024 Google Martin Or email resume to:
For So0Hoo0 Flickr info@belding
JANUAISRSYu‘e‘r 2024 Google Martin cleaners.com

103 ATTORNEYS/ LEGAL

IN THE LAST
THREE YEARS
if you have
required medical
care after receiving
a manicure or
pedicure please
call me.
| specialize in hand-
ling cosmetology
and esthetician
claims. | would like
to provide you a
free consultation so
you know and
protect your rights
against the dirty
practices of a salon.
There is no
obligation on your
part until you wish
to retain an
aggressive and
experienced
trial attorney.
Please call me,
Kenneth M. Essad
at (313)965-9383.

FIND
Your Next

108

classifieds
313-882-6900

S0oHo00 Houzz
soohoolm@gmail.com
Since 1997
Statewide

TRAVEL
SNOWBIRDS
Let's get your car
and you out of the
cold this winter.
St. Clair Shores
resident will safely
drive your car
to your warm
destination.
References
available.
Please call
or text Bill at
(313)721-5841
fora
competitive quote.

HELP WANTED
200 GENERAL
BELDING CLEANERS
needs Cashier/
Counter help.
Grosse Pointe.
Part or full time,
mornings and
afternoons.
Flexible Schedule.
Great work
atmosphere.
Excellent pay
$16- $19+ an hour.
come in and fill out
an application:
15139 Kercheval
Or email resume to:

info@belding
cleaners.com

205  HELP WANTED LEGAL

PARALEGAL

Media, Trademark, Real Estate and Contract Law
Grosse Pointe Farms

We are looking for a detail-oriented, enthusiastic
Paralegal. This vital role, on our corporate staff, involves
providing support in a range of legal and administrative
tasks, focusing on the nuances of media, trademark,
Real Estate, and contract law.

Key Responsibilities:

e Prepare, review, and modify legal documents,
including contracts, agreements, and licensing
arrangements.

e Assist in ensuring regulatory compliance in
media law.

e Conduct thorough legal research and analysis.

e Maintain and manage legal files.

e Act as a liaison between internal departments
and external entities for legal correspondence.

e Keep updated with the latest developments and
trends in media, trademark, Real Estate, and
contract law.

Qualifications:

e Experience as a Paralegal or Paralegal certificate
strongly preferred.

e Exceptional research, analytical, and
communication skills.

e Proficiency in Microsoft Office Suite and legal
research tools.

o Ability to thrive in a collaborative, fast-paced
work setting.

Please send your cover letter and resume to
sagahr@sagacom.com

Saga Communications is proud to be
an Equal Opportunity Employer.

CITA ANGELS
HOME CARE
Caregiver services.
24 hour care. We
assist in cooking,
cleaning, bathing/
grooming, doctor's
appointments,
errands, etc.
Accepting
medicaid payments.
1(866)54-ANGEL

scrubbing, dusting,
and vacuuming?
It's time to reclaim
your free time and
enjoy the comfort of
a spotless home.
Opulent Touch
is here to make your
life easier with our
professional maid
services. Call
(313)671-6781

I am looking
to care for your
loved one to the

best of my ability.
Alberta
Management
Organization.
(313)598-0962

CAREGIVERS
available
in the privacy
of your
own home.
Best prices
guaranteed.
NOW ACCEPTING
NEW CLIENTS.
586-215-6777

office@innhomecare.net
www.innhomecare.net

Now Hiring

YOU FINALLY
FOUND US!
Women who
actually like
to clean.
Thorough, reliable,
trustworthy.
Over 25 years
experience.
References.
(313)550-2890

==/ \\\EB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COM

Property For Rent

407 FIREWOOD 705 HOUSES FOR RENT
POINTES/HARPER WOODS

HOUSE FOR RENT

Mapleton Street,
Grosse Pointe

Farms,
FIREWOOD NO pets,
Seasoned Mixed 3 bedroom, 1. 5
Hardwoods. bath, 2 car garage.

Delivered & Stacked $1,700. per month.

PRIVATE
home care or
housecleaning,
cooking, extra help
for the holidays.
Full or part time.
Mrs. Williams.
(313)521-5125
if no answer,
leave message.

319 SITUATION WANTED
ORGANIZING

DUCKS IN A ROW
De-cluttering and
organizing your
home! Closets,
basements,
whole house.
Organize your
paper clutter.
Home information,
notebooks,
Medical journals,
memory albums.
Becky Schlaff
(313)580-2528
Susan Mason
(313)910-9705
schlaffb@
comcast.net
rwmason@
comcast.net

oy

Grosse Pointe News Classifieds: 313-882-6900 x 4

Wood racks (313)410-1222
built to suit.
Kindling available.
; INDUSTRIAL /
Bu¥f%1rst=fé§?rd 713 yReousE RENTAL
Face Cord WAREHOUSE/
Delivered $160 RETAIL
Text only please 4,800 sq. ft.
(586)484-6451 Tom 16326 Harper,
Three Mile Dr.

413 MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

TAMA SUPERSTAR
BIRCH DRUM SET
Like new. 9 Piece:
As Pictured,
Tama throne, Tama
cases, sticks,
double and single
base pedal, tools,
$2,200.
citybuild3@
gmail.com
(248)564-8275
Located in
Grosse Pointe

WANTED TO BUY

SELL ME YOUR
VINYL RECORDS
We buy LP's, 45's

No collection

too large.
We come to you!
RIPE RECORDS
Call (313)469-7479

and Harper Ave.
Open area, large
12'x 10" garage
door, heat and air.
$1,800 monthly.
(313)884-8022
Field Services

VACATION RENTALS

/3 MICHIGAN

CONDO in
HARBOR SPRINGS
to rent near
Highlands & Nubs
Sleeps 6,

2 Full Baths.
December 29 to
January 5, or
January 5 to
January 12, 2024
$1,775 per week,
and in Summer with
a private beach,
July 26 to
August 2, 2024.
Call Ron
(248) 214-8282

DON'T FORGET-
Call your ads in EARLY!
Classified
Advertising

(313)882-6900 x4
Grosse Pointe News

DIRECTORY OF SERVICES

Some classifications are not required by law to be licensed. Please check with the proper state agency to verify license.

BRICK / BLOCK WORK CARPENTRY DEBRIS / CLUTTER GENERAL SERVICES

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,

houses, brick walls,
tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.

Licensed and
insured.

masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525

Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING
FINANCING

eChimneys
ePorches
eConcrete
oSteps
eStonework
eTuckpointing
ePatios
eFireplaces
*Brick Work
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

912 BUILDING / REMODELING

The bathroom
of your dreams
for as little as
$149/ month!
BCI Bath & Shower.
Many options
available. Quality
materials & profes-
sional installation.
Senior & Military
Discounts Available.
Limited Time Offer-
FREE virtual in-
home consultation
now and SAVE 15%!
Call Today!
1(877)957-1264

Wood Rot
Repair Specialists
Garage
Straightening
Deck Repairs
Crown Molding
Custom Wood
Projects
Free Estimates
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

920  CHIMNEY REPAIR

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,
tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and
insured.
masonrygp8s@
gmail.com
(313)885-8525
Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING
FINANCING

T
DI

Grosse Pointe News

(313)882-6900 ext.4

REMOVAL

Debris Removal GUTTER + WINDOW

'(Z'ﬁgﬂli(r)]tglts CLEANING
Unwanted Items CaIII'T'zlrJI:eI\(/jlicoli
°Dumpsters
RedBaron 943 LANDSCAPERS /
%W TREE SERVICE/GARDENER
HOME IMPROVEMENT
INCORPORATED
DUMPSTER (313)886-0520
AK/ Al L?AB LES TREE REMOVAL
eClean outs
eBasement/

Garage Cleanout
*Debris Removal

(313)408-1166

DAVE's
TREE & SHRUB
Tree Removal/
930  ELECTRICAL SERVICES Trimming

Stump Grinding
Gutter Cleaning
FREE ESTIMATES

) i 30% FALL
Electrical Repair DISCOUNTS

Lights - Switches - PIigs s\ 0R DISCOUNTS

- . * FIREWOOD *
313-886-8088 AVAILABLE
25 Years
936 FLOOR SANDING / (586)216-0904
REFINISHING
\b
\
FLOOR
laying, sanding
and refinishing.
Laminate
flooring installed.
Free estimates.
Terry Yerke Grosse Pointe News
(586)823-7753 |(313)882-6900 ext.4

944 GUTTERS 945 HANDYMAN 948 INSULATION 960  ROOFING SERVICES

ELIMINATE
gutter cleaning
forever!
LeafFilter,
the most advanced
debris- blocking
gutter protection.
Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter
estimate today.
15% off
entire purchase.
10% Senior &
Military discounts.
Call 1(866)495-1709

Gutter
Replacement
& Repair
5& 6inch
Gutter Guards
Gutter Cleaning
Free Estimates
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

HANDYMAN
specializing in
Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning,
Electrical
and miscellaneous
odd jobs.
Lifetime career
experience,
reference available.
Call Douglas Kehrer
at
(586)292-5971

T,

HOME IMPROVEMENT
INCORPORATED

SEAMLESS GUTTERS

Temper Aluminum
Gutter Covers
Insured
Free Estimates
(313)886-0520
Grosse Pointe Woods

945 HANDYMAN

Your Local

Handyman Service

Electrical - Plumbing

We're your "TO DO"
list handymen!
Let us help you with
any plumbing,
electrical,
carpentry and
much more.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

946 HAULING / MOVING

1A
HAULING
Rubbish Removal
Appliances
Backyards
Garages

Houses, etc.
Dumpsters

available.

CIRETTEDER) (586)778-4417

A quiet home is a
relaxing home!
Blown in Cellulose
Insulation is GREEN,
cost and energy
efficient. Red Baron
Enterprises, LLC can
insulate your home.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

Painting Services
Interior & Exterior
Floors
Drywall
Plaster
Restoration
Wood Finishing
+ Staining
+ much more!
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

NEW INSTALLATION
Roofs, Gutters
Repairs
Siding
Financing Available!
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

Replace your roof
with the best
looking and longest
lasting material?
Steel from
Erie Metal Roofs!
Three styles and
multiple colors
available.
Guaranteed to
last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer-
50% off installation

+
Additional 10% off
install (for military,
health workers &

1st responders.)
Call

Erie Metal Roofs:

1(866)718-3124

PLUMBING

7 & INSTALLATION

Plumbing
Diagnosis
Installation
Repair
Hot Water Tanks
Snaking
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

TS,

HOME IMPROVEMENT
INCORPORATED

Residential
commecial
ROOFING EXPERTS
Lifetime Warranty
on Shingles
Licensed & Insured
Free Estimates
(313)886-0520
Grosse Pointe Woods
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Peanuts Charles M. Schulz

WWW.SNoopy.com

©1976 Peanuts Worldwide LLC, Dist. by Andrews McMeel

Womy (lnistmas
Hagar The Horrible Dik Browne and Chris Browne

Hank Ketchum, Scott Ketchum,

© 2023 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World Rights Reserved

Dennis the Menace Ron Ferdinand and Marcus Hamilton
Crankshaft Tom Batiuk and Dan Davis
Crock Created by Bill Rechin and Brant Parker
§ “SEE, DAD... WITH MY HELP YOU DIDN'T NEED A LADDER!”
Mother Goose and Grim Mike Peters The Lockhorns Bill Hoest, Bunny Hoest and John Reiner
Carpe Diem Niklas Eriksson
“YOU DECK THE HALLS... I'll BE JOLLY.
Close To Home John McPherson
B.C. Johnny Hart and Mason Mastroianni
Wumo Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler
Santa’s side hustle.
Marmaduke Paul & Brad Anderson
Reality Check Dave Whamond ~ Bizarro Dan Piraro and Wayno

“Got the scent? Now find where Mom and
Dad hid the Christmas presents.”




14C GROSSE POINTE NEWS, DECEMBER 21, 2023

THE AWARD-WINNING PRINT & ONLINE FAMILY FEATURE

n Find Kid Scoop on
Facebook

©2023 by Vicki Whiting, Editor  Jeff Schinkel, Graphics  Vol. 40, No. 3

magine you had a chance to interview Santa
Claus! What would you ask? What would

~ -
.Com
*
*
® Santa say? Here are some ideas from some
Kid Scoop readers, who came up with the

Amms Aﬂ! questions and the answers for today’s page. .
% @
@ * @
@

©)]

(1 ;]How/did}youlbecomelSantatand|how,
didjyoufge tiyourlmagic?

Santa: [ was a smart, cheerful child. When

my parents died, I was heartbroken. I cried,

not out of self-pity, but out of true love. One

of my tears dropped into the snow and froze to

make an ice marble. When I held it, it glowed

and took me to the North Pole. I met the elves
and they needed my help.

C— ) \What]kind{ofimilké
Qm[ﬂk;fé’

Santa: 1 like whole
milk best, but Mrs. Claus
put me on a diet so I
have to drink non-fat.
- By Nick

How many After I grew up with them I
ice marbles took on the greatest task of

canyou find on all —delivering presents.

today’s page? The ice marble gave me

powers I have today.
- By Chris

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension:
Follow one-step written directions.

S
2

Help Santa find his way through the magic
maze back to the North Pole.

m]

©)

Find at least 10

@ differences between
& i ?i t(‘:“ee : Santa and his reflection.
& H\?’\‘\':\::x of the world in
C
ight? o
nS‘g:ta‘ 1 fly at super speed; tha
n ou can’t see me. avian
why ¥ oy A

® @
(1 WhereYdoYyoulbuygyourjeroceries?;

Santa: I don’t buy them; Mrs. Claus grows
them. On Christmas Eve I come back with a
@ sleigh full of soil instead of an empty sleigh.
We grow food in our greenhouse and eat
fresh veggies and fruit everyday.
- By Laurena

Santa Comes to
YOUR Town!
Pretend Santa has
to buy all of his
Christmas presents
from the stores
advertising in your
newspaper. Help
him by selecting a
gift for everyone
in your class using
ads in the paper.
Don’t spend more
than $500.

Standards Link:

Find the two

Math/Number Sense: Solve identical
addition problems using @ frui Standards Link: Investigation: Identify similarities and differences in
money amounts. ruit trees. common objects.

®

Double, . nie Word Search

Kid Scoop Puzzier ¢

A -

(03Do’you thinkiyou'll want to'lbe‘Santa'forever? J N INNSVONGI50 Find the words in the puzzle.
Santa: As long as my heart is and my MARBLE owf;?]?jngnothiserr)g 52; you
belly is , I reckon I'll want to be! SANTA

- By Maya
y Wiay: ANSWERS PHAPMYTVLTLESB
yJHasjthereleveribeenlalyeariwhenjyoujgaye!
piotitimore Mt hanjpresents? POUNDING |P OUNDTI NG AP
Santa: No,and I that never . FRUIT CWLYSDLMAA
CLASS
Where does each POLE AWETVRETN.I
of these words
belong? MILK UY SABNTRAU
m CLAUS S SALCWONS SR
mm CHEERFUL |Cc HE E R F UL A F
SNOW NOITCELTFER
m BELLY
e G T m DIET Standards Link; Leter sequencig Recognize idericel

WhaT did Tho ghosT
eqy To S CLaug?

Find five to ten quotes in articles in today’s
newspaper. On a separate piece of paper, ©)
write the question you think each quote

anSwers. @ @ @_

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Analysis of media
communications.

‘noA INOYUM sewlsiyd) 0oq e aAey |I,| :HIMSNY

(Crealie am
Inleryiew

Imagine you are a newspaper
reporter. What question would
you ask a Christmas tree and a
snowman? Write your question,
then write what you think the
answer might be.

0:

0O:

-
U

A

EREE DOWNLOAD:
Kid Scoop

Teacher |
AcELvi.Ej Pock:

With hundreds of topics, every
Kid Scoop’ printable activity pack
features six-to-seven pages of
high-interest extra leaming
activities for homeand (v
school! Get your free
sample today at:

1 1
BUILDEF :
This week’s word:

INTERVIEW

Interview as a verb means o &
have a conversation between a
reporter and a person who will

be the subject of the report.

The newspaper reporter
interviewed the mayor,
asking her many questions.

Use the word interview
today when talking with your
friends and family members.

Write On!

Interview Santa

Imagine that you could
interview Santa Claus. What
would you ask him? What do

you think his answer would be?
‘Write one question and make
up an answer for the question
as if Santa had answered it.

WAYNE COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT
ONE VISION, ONE DISTRICT, ONE COLLEGE

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.WCCCD.EDU OR CALL 313-496-2600 Foliow Us! £ [}
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