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26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com $$999999 Down$$999999**

per month,
24 months

No Appointments Necessary for Oil Changes

Like us on 
Facebook
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*24month lease.10,000 miles per year, plus tax, title, plate.
See Salesperson for details. Expires 1/31/24.

Purchase a 2024 for
$24,399 Stock #CWZPPX
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(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com
$149

*
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*Pricing is priced on 24 month lease. 10,000 miles per year, plus
tax, title, plate. See Salesperson for details. Expires 1/31/24.

$999*

Down
Purchase a 2024 for

$33,979 Stock #541203

2024 Chevy Blazer LT2024 Chevy Blazer LT
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26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com $0Down

per month, 24 months

No Appointments Necessary for Oil Changes

Like us on 
Facebook

*Pricing is based on 24 month lease. 10,000 miles per year, plus tax, title, plate.
  See Salesperson for details. Expires 1/31/24

$$199 199 **$$199 199 **

Purchase for
$35,429 Stock #G540289

012524

2024 SIERRA2024 SIERRA
1500 DBL PRO1500 DBL PRO

012524

‘Football fairy tales’
Ben Capp Jr., fi lms the introduction to last Sunday’s Detroit Lions vs. Tampa Bay Buccaneers NFC 
Divisional round game, which aired across the country before NBC’s Sunday Night Football broadcast. 
Capp, a resident of Grosse Pointe Farms and a 66-year Detroit Lions season ticket holder, has won the na-
tion’s heart as a symbol of loyalty and faith to a team that has not seen much success over the last half a 
century. Actor and Detroit native Jeff Daniels narrated the intro, calling the game “a clash of football fairy 
tales. It’s a day that these fans, these players dream of all year — even a lifetime — about being a part of,” 
as footage of Capp putting on Lions gear and celebrating at a game was broadcast to a national audience. 
For more on Capp, who is this week’s Pointer of Interest, head to page 4A.

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Employment talks 
with two public safety 
unions bore fruit this 
month without labor 
pains.

“I hope you all know 
how important it is to 
this body to be in part-
nership with you in 
ensuring the city is pro-
tected,” Mayor Michele 
Hodges told about a half 
dozen offi cers attending 
a special council meeting 
Monday, Jan. 22, during 
which elected officials 
unanimously agreed to 
the deals. “I think we’ve 
achieved our goals in 
making sure we are mov-
ing forward in the right 
direction on multiple 
fronts.”

The council ratified 
fi ve-year contracts with 
separate patrol and com-
mand officers unions. 
Terms were the same: a 

Public 
safety 
ratifi es 
contracts
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

THE GROSSE POINTES 
— The Grosse Pointe 
Public School System 
Board of Education at a 
special meeting Monday, 
Jan. 22, approved a con-
tract with Andrea Tuttle 
to be the district’s next su-
perintendent.

The vote was 6-0, with 
Trustee Valarie St. John 
absent due to a prior 
commitment.

Tuttle, currently super-
intendent in Owosso 
Public Schools, will start 
Monday, Feb. 5, at an 
annual salary of $310,000. 
The contract runs 
through June 30, 2027.

Tuttle was not immedi-
ately available for com-
ment before press time. 
She was chosen by the 
board in a unanimous 7-0 
vote Dec. 12. Vice 
President Ahmed Ismail, 
who was then board pres-
ident, said he could not 
remember a unanimous 
decision on a new super-
intendent during his time 
on the board, which dates 
back to 2004.

“My fi rst priority is to 
listen and learn about the 
budget, concerns people 
have and also all the won-
derful things the district 
has to offer,” Tuttle told 
the Grosse Pointe News 
at the time. “I also know 
the curriculum offerings 
and staff are outstand-
ing.”

Jon Dean, who retired 
as superintendent in 
August, was in the fi nal 
year of his contract, 
which paid him $195,000 

Contract
approved 

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — The City’s in-
land district sewers were 
separated in the 1960s 
and the current council 
now is ready to separate a 
majority of the remaining 
section of the city, taking 
advantage of signifi cant 
federal funding and look-
ing toward requesting a 
millage from voters. 

The City recently was 
allocated a $21 million 
grant from the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency, which will 
enable the installation of 
storm sewers in the gen-
eral areas north of 
Waterloo and east of 
Washington; however, 
the remainder of the cost 
of the estimated $28 mil-
lion project will be borne 

by the city.   
“It’s important to 

a c k n o w l e d g e  t h i s 
amount of funding for a 
federal grant is some-
what unusual,” City 
Manager Joe Valentine 
said. “Typically funding 
is a lot less, but because 
of some of the funding 
that was allocated over 
the last several years for 
infrastructure, there is 
significant funding for 
this type of project at this 
time, so we definitely 
want to take advantage 
of that.”

As there is insuffi cient 
funding in both the sewer 
fund and general fund to 
cover the city’s match of 
an estimated $7,591,081, 
council will vote Monday, 
Jan. 29, on whether to 
place a millage request 

City could seek 
voter-approved millage 
for sewer separation 
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — Behind pa-
pered windows, the staff 
at Moosejaw in The 
Village diligently contin-
ue to disassemble kayaks 
hanging from the rafters 
and box what’s left of 
merchandise after the lo-
cation closed its doors 
last Wednesday.  

The outdoor retailer 
has been part of the 
downtown district 26 
years and sat in its cur-
rent location at 17037 
Kercheval nearly two 
decades. 

“We’ve seen a lot of 
(our customers) in the 
past month,” General 
M a n a g e r  J e f f r e y 
Goldsmith said. “They’ve 
been coming in on almost 
a regular basis, some of 
them, just to say good-
bye, which is like, what 
an amazing thing to have 
happen at a place where 
you work.

“I think it is a testa-
ment to the community 
and atmosphere that we 
project here in this store.”

Much of the stock 
already has been shipped 
t o  t h e  c h a i n ’ s 
Birmingham location — 
the only brick-and-mor-
tar storefront in the state 
that will remain open fol-
lowing Dick’s Sporting 

Goods’ acquisition of 
Moosejaw last year. 
Several kayaks also were 
donated to Detroit 
Outdoors. 

A new lease agreement 
for the storefront has not 
yet been drawn up, but 
the nine Moosejaw 
employees will be out of 

Outdoor retailer in Village closes
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Incoming 
superintendent 
to begin Feb. 5

PHOTO BY LAUREL KRAUS

The Village’s Moosejaw location closed Wednesday, 
Jan. 17.

See RATIFY, page 2A

See CONTRACT, page 9A

See CLOSED, page 2ASee MILLAGE, page 3A

Home: Grosse Pointe Farms
Loyal Lions fan marks 66 years 
as season ticket holder

Pointer of
INTEREST

See story, page 4A

Benjamin Capp Jr.Benjamin Capp Jr.

PHOTO BY ALEX CAPP
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Forton’s
Equipment Sales & Service

Honda Snow Blowers
For Sale!Honda Snow Blowers
For Sale!

Snow Blower Repair and Tune Up
Snow Shovels and Ice Melt For Sale
Snow Blower Repair and Tune Up
Snow Shovels and Ice Melt For Sale

012524

the space by Jan. 31. 
Even so, the mood among 
them isn’t particularly 
downcast. 

Goldsmith plans to 
spend time traveling and 
a few others already have 
jobs lined up.  

For staff member Joan 
Leinweber, it’s the end to 
a bit of a Village legacy.

Her mother, Beverly 
Leinweber, was once 
head of promotions in 
The Village and can be 
thanked for the creation 
of the Grosse Pointe 
Santa Claus Parade. 

“Because she was 
working in The Village, I 
just naturally came here 
and I’ve been in The 
Village for many years,” 
said Joan Leinweber, 
who now plans to find 

work closer to where she 
currently resides in 
Birmingham. 

Patrons of the down-
town district may remem-
ber her from positions at 
Brooks Brothers, Valente 
Jewelers, Kramer’s Bed 
Bath & Window Fashions 
and, the last six years, 
Moosejaw. 

Moosejaw was special, 
she said, because it 
wasn’t as much about 
making sales as it was 
about sharing tales of 
adventures and helping 
those who stepped 
through the doors get 
equipped with exactly 
what they needed to be 
successful. 

The outdoor retailer 
was equally for those 
gearing up to climb to the 
top of Mount Everest as it 
was for those who had 
never hiked before, 
Goldsmith added. 

“It’s been awesome,” 
he said. “(I’m) really 
grateful for the commu-
nity in Grosse Pointe. I 
haven’t been here for-
ever, but just the year 
that I’ve been here, it’s 
been clear that this is a 
unique spot to have the 
shop.

“… Not that the rest of 
the shops here are any 
less of anything, but a lot 
of people have shared the 
sentiment that this was a 
unique place in the world 
of retail in Grosse 
Pointe.” 

The outpouring of 
Grosse Pointers’ disap-
pointment upon the news 
of the closure certainly 
surpassed that of other 
recent closures in the 
downtown district. 

One Facebook user 
commented, “Although it 
was not a local shop, it 
felt like one.”

20 percent pay increase 
over the life of the agree-
ments and the imple-
mentation of defined 
contribution retirement 
plans for new hires.

Under such plans, both 
employees and the Park 
contribute money to the 
employee’s retirement 
fund.

“The employee has 
flexibility to put away 
retirement savings,” said 
Nick Sizeland, city man-
ager.

New employees can 
select contribution levels 
ranging from 20 to 30 
percent for which they 

contribute from 15 to 20 
percent while the city 
adds 5 to 10 percent.

“I truly believe this is 
one of the highest 
defined contribution 
plans in the tri-county 
area,” Sizeland said. “I 
believe it will help attract 
offi cers to the city.”

Current Park offi cers 
retain defined benefit 
retirement plans, which 
are funded by the city.

Negotiations occurred 
during a seven-month 
period with help from a 
state mediator.

Mediation doesn’t indi-
cate antagonism.

“The mediation was 
not contentious at all,” 
Detective Sgt. Jeremy 
Pittman said. “It was just 

a step in the process. 
Both sides were happy 
with how mediations 
turned out. I’ve worked 
for two different depart-
ments and both had their 
contracts go to media-
tors.”

“I am very pleased that 
the two parties have 
come to agreement,” said 
Counci lman Marty 
McMillan, chairman of 
the public safety commit-
tee. “It was ratified by 
police offi cers and com-
mand, so that means 
they’re happy with it. 
That’s what we want. We 
want our police offi cers 
to be happy.”

“The state mediator we 
had has negotiated thou-
sands of contracts,” 
Sizeland said. “She 
knows trends in the labor 
market. She’s able to 
advise the city and union 
and bring both sides 
together.”

All four of the city’s 
unions have new con-
tracts.

“Last year, we ratifi ed 
contracts for public 
works and dispatchers, 
both three-year deals,” 
Sizeland said.

CLOSED:
Continued from pag 1A

RATIFY:
Continued from page 1A

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — One of the 
highlights of the season is 
here.

The annual Winterfest 
takes place noon to 3 
p.m. Saturday, Jan. 27, at 
Ghesquiere Park.

The event has grown in 
popularity since being 
revamped in 2018, 
according to Amanda 
York, chairperson of the 
city’s Citizens’ Recreation 
Commission.

“It used to be at Lake 
Front Park and featured 
things like a chili cook-
off, but didn’t have much 
for kids,” she said. “Some 
of us on the commission 
had young kids so we 
tried to think of how to 
make it more family 
friendly.”

The change certainly 

has paid off.
“Our last year at Lake 

Front we had fewer than 
100 people,” York added. 
“Our first year at 
Ghesquiere we had more 
than 600 and now we’re 
at probably 1,300 to 1,400 
people every year.”

The change went so 
well, in fact, the commis-
sion won an award from 
the Michigan Recreation 
and Parks Association 
for innovative program-
ming.

Keeping the focus on 
kids, this year’s version 
will feature two charac-
ters from the movie 
“Encanto” doing two 
musical performances 
and a meet-and-greet 
with Captain America. A 
kids’ dance party, pony 
rides, a petting zoo and 

photo booth also will be 
available.

York said she’s hoping 
the weather cooperates 
in order to offer ice skat-
ing.

“I’m a little nervous 
about the weather, but 
we’ve had years when it’s 
only 10 degrees and we 
still have a big crowd,” 
she said. “There’s just 
really not a lot for kids to 
do this time of year.”

Heated tents and fire 
pits will be available to 
stay warm. Food trucks 
include Cult of Joe 
Burger, Detroit House of 
Mac and Little Donut 
Factory.

The fi rst 300 kids will 
receive color-changing 
cups emblazoned with 
the Winterfest logo.

—Ted O’Neil

Woods Winterfest Saturday

GROSSE POINTE PARK — The city 
council operates under an updated rules 
advisory a majority of its members 
passed during their fi rst meeting of the 
new year.

The normally routine revision became 
complicated when, for the second con-
secutive month, Councilwoman 
Christine Gallagher persisted in citing an 
earlier, obsolete edition of council rules 
to claim changes currently being pro-
posed were somehow underhanded.

She fi rst said so during the December 
2023 meeting. Although the city man-
ager informed Gallagher at the time she 
was arguing a false proposition based on 
a document that was two editions out of 
date, she persisted into this month’s 
meeting, Jan. 8.

In summary, Gallagher suddenly rein-
troduced the already-settled topic of her 
resolution, proposed in November last 
year, advocating the public school sys-
tem return vacant Trombly Elementary 
School to active service.

Her fellow offi ce-holders in December 
rejected her resolution. They replaced it 
with one they said contained more effec-
tive language authored mainly by Mayor 
Michele Hodges. Gallagher complained 
at the time that replacement was a per-
sonal insult.

Council rules and a related code of 
conduct are revised every couple of years 
or so depending, in part, on what new 
offi ce-holders regard as needing change.

Many alterations this time around cor-
rected grammatical and punctuation 
errors.

When City Manager Nick Sizeland 
presented proposed changes to council 
in November, Gallagher accused him of 
trying to sneak through updates that 
weren’t highlighted in red ink on a draft. 
Sizeland told her she had an old, out-

dated copy, not the one being revised.
He said at this month’s meeting he 

made some mistakes in preparing his 
fi rst draft of proposed updates.

“I did not highlight immaterial 
changes, (such as) punctuation, com-
mas,” he said. “The only material change 
I missed was a portion within the con-
sent agenda of being able to add items 
later.”

He told Gallagher, “The version you 
showed me at the last meeting was the 
July 2020 version.”

He elaborated to council , 
“Councilmember Gallagher brought up 
at our last meeting concerns of material 
that looked like it was missing. In July 
2020, the council adopted rules and a 
code of conduct. After the November 
2021 council, which included 
Councilmember Gallagher, that council 
adopted a new set of rules. Then, 
Councilmembers (Brent) Dreaver and 
(Tim) Kolar came along in November 
2022, so I proposed a new set of council 
rules and conduct at the Dec. 11, 2023, 
meeting.”

When Gallagher brought up Trombly, 
Councilman Max Wiener said, “It’s not 
germane.”

“I have not yielded the fl oor,” Gallagher 
responded. “Until I yield the fl oor, an 
interruption from another council mem-
ber is not appropriate. I would ask 
(Mayor Hodges) to recognize that.”

“Councilmember Gallagher,” Hodges 
answered, “I think you’re pursuing an 
ineffi cient discussion. Mr. Wiener’s cor-
rect. We have a document in front of us 
we’ve been asked to consider. We ask 
that you contain your comments to that.”

The council eventually passed the revi-
sions 5-2, with Gallagher and Councilman 
Tim Kolar opposed.

“It’s a guideline,” Sizeland told 
Gallagher. “If you don’t want to follow 
them, I respect your decision and com-
pletely understand.”

Unruly rules discussion
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

ENTER TO

WIN!
DETROIT LIONS

ALL PRO COLLECTION!
Collector’s Package

OVER $500 VALUE
INCLUDES:
• 50 Barry Sanders football cards
• Herman Moore rookie card
• Billy Sims All Pro card
• Rare 1954 Detroit Lions vs

Chicago Bears Game Day program
• 1950s Robert Smith Lions card
•  One new sealed Mega Box of

2023 Panini football cards

17898 Mack Ave., Grosse Pointe
(313) 469-1551 • cccsportscards.com

FROM

ENTER by 2/1/24:
Visit grossepointenews.com/win 

or see GPN Facebook or Instagram
SEE CONTEST RULES ONLINE
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FROM

BIG GAME

GIVEAWAY
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586-778-4430  |  woodmasterkitchens.com

MONDAY, JAN. 29

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Public School System Board of 
Education District Budget Committee meeting, 4 p.m.

 ◆ City of Grosse Pointe City Council meeting, 7 p.m.

TUESDAY, JAN. 30

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Public School System Policy and 
Contracts Committee meeting, 5 p.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Public School System Finance and 
Facilities Committee meeting, 6:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 31

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Public School System Curriculum 
Committee meeting, 5 p.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Public School System Community 
Committee meeting, 6:30 p.m.

THURSDAY, FEB. 1

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Pension Board meeting, 6 
p.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Park TIFA Board meeting, 7 p.m.

The Week Ahead

before voters on the Aug. 
6 ballot. 

City administration has 
recommended a millage 
amount that would bring 
in $15 million, both to 
cover any increases in 
actual project costs, as 
well as to provide $1.4 
million for upcoming 
capital needs — specifi -
cally, two garbage trucks, 
a dump truck, front-end 
loader and St. Clair 
resurfacing project.

“One of the issues 
when I look at the capital 
budget plan is that the 
two big storms — the tor-
nado last summer and 
then the big storm of ‘21 
— the capital expenses 
following those storms 
were enormous and we 
had what seemed like an 
OK cushion … and that’s 
gone,” Mayor Sheila 
Tomkowiak said. “What 
we had (in) surplus got, 
not zeroed out, but it’s 
under $1 million, which 
is not good and that’s 
because we had so many 
heavy costs following 
those storms.”

If the council decides 
to aim for $15 million, a 
20-year bond would see a 
2.17 millage rate or an 
average annual cost to 
the taxpayer of $382.07. 
A 25-year bond would 
see a 1.88 millage rate or 
an average annual cost to 

the taxpayer of $331.01.
However, the city 

would only collect from 
taxpayers based on the 
fi nalized actual costs.

“The goal would be to 
keep it under what the 
m a x  w o u l d  b e , ” 
Tomkowiak said. “ … We 
only collect what we 
issue, not what is autho-
rized. We only collect on 
what we spend.”

Completion of the proj-
ect, of which construc-
tion would begin in 2025, 
would mean a signifi cant 
step forward in protec-
tion from future base-
ment backups.

“In that last storm we 

had a situation where we 
had our pumps running, 
but there was so much 
water in the interceptor 
that there was nowhere 
for the water to go,” City 
A t t o r n e y  C h a r l e s 
Kennedy said. “But if you 
do this project … you’re 
going to take 90 percent 
of the water out of the 
system from going in that 
pump station, so you’re 
taking out 90 percent of 
the water that’s going to 
backup into people’s 
basements.”  

Phase four
Sewer separation west 

of Neff, considered 

phase four, is the only 
portion of the city not 
included in the project. 

“Part of the reason was 
because we had just 
reconstructed Loraine 
c o m p l e t e l y , ”  C i t y 
E n g i n e e r  S t e p h e n 
Pangori  explained. 
“Charlevoix was just 
resurfaced. A lot of those 
roads are brand new and 
the way that system 
exists in that area, a lot 
of the separation of that 
northwest corner could 
be done in conjunction 
with future road proj-
ects. It’s not as extensive 
as the rest of the project 
is.”

MILLAGE:
Continued from page 1A

The city clerks in the 
Grosse Pointes and 
Harper Woods are in 
need of poll workers for 
the fi rst statewide early 
voting period, Feb. 17 to 
25, and presidential pri-
mary, Feb. 27, as well as 
the Aug. 6 primary and 
Nov. 5 general elections.

A poll worker — also 
cal led an elect ion 
inspector — is a person 
present at the early vot-
ing site to assist with all 
stages of the voting pro-
cess, including setting 
up the site, checking in 
voters, issuing ballots 
and closing down the 
site. All poll workers will 
be trained by the clerk’s 
offi ce and paid for their 
service.

To be a poll worker, 
one must be a U.S. citi-
zen, a Michigan resident 
and at least 16 years old, 
and cannot be a chal-
lenger, candidate, mem-
ber of a candidate’s 
immediate family, mem-
ber of the local Board of 
Canvassers or have been 
convicted of a felony or 
an election crime. 

All poll workers also 
must take an oath to 
support the Constitution 
of the United States and 
the Constitution of 
Michigan and to faith-
fully discharge the 
duties of a poll worker 

or a precinct board 
chairperson. People who 
meet these qualifica-
tions can be a poll 
worker in any Michigan 
community, regardless 
of where they live in the 
state. 

Those who are inter-
ested in serving and who 
meet the qualifi cations 
can apply one of two 
ways:
◆  Comple te  the 

E lec t ion  Inspector 
Application form avail-
able on the local clerk’s 
website.
◆ Go to michigan.gov/

democracymvp and 
complete the applica-
tion.

Further information 
may be obtained by con-
tacting your city clerk.

City of Grosse Pointe
Clerk: Christopher 

Hardenbrook, (313) 885-
5800

Grosse Pointe Park
C l e r k :  B r i d g e t t e 

Bowdler, (313) 822-4267
Grosse Pointe Farms
C l e r k :  D e r r i c k 

Kozicki, (313) 885-6600
Grosse Pointe Woods
Clerk: Paul P. Antolin, 

(313) 343-2440
Grosse Pointe Shores
Clerk :  Bruce  R . 

Nichols, (313) 881-6565
Harper Woods
Clerk:  Lesl ie  M. 

Frank, (313) 343-2510

Poll workers needed 
for 2024 elections

DETROIT — Despite a 
setback, Chick-fil-A is 
continuing to fi ght to join 
the ranks of Taco Bell, 
Starbucks and Chipotle 
along the Detroit side of 
Mack Avenue. 

The Detroit Buildings, 
Safety Engineering and 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
Department denied the 
proposed site plan Jan. 5, 
which would replace the 
vacant Ray Laetham 
building at the corner of 
Mack and Marseilles; 
however, the corporation 
since has appealed the 
decision.

A hearing before the 
Detroit Board of Zoning 
Appeals is scheduled 
Monday, March 18.   

The denied site plan for 
17761 Mack outlined 
what would be Michigan’s 
first drive-thru-only 
Chick-fil-A location, 
including a 2,950-square-
foot building, outdoor 
patio, entrance off 
Marseilles and drive-thru 
escape lane onto Mack.  

Among a number of 
reasons for the denial 
was, “The applicant failed 
to provide a revised site 
plan that would locate the 
primary ingress and 
egress onto Mack Ave. 

This would reduce the 
t ra f f i c  f low onto 
Marseilles Street and the 
adjacent daycare facil-
ity.”

The cited daycare facil-
ity — The Giving Tree 
Montessori Learning 
Center — borders the Ray 
L a e t h a m  s i t e  o n 
Marseilles and was the 
primary factor behind 31 
people speaking in oppo-
sition during an October 
site plan hearing, as well 
as an additional 59 letters 
of opposition. 

In support were five 
speakers and 21 letters.

Giving Tree’s owners 
and parents alike voiced 
concerns including traffi c 
safety, congestion and air 
pollution. The site abuts 
the school’s playground 
and the proposed 
entrance drive is in close 
proximity to its entrance 
drive. 

“The applicant failed to 
provide emission data on 
the numerous vehicles 
that would be idling in 
the drive-thru stacking 
lane,” the denial reads. 
“… The proposed land 
use may be detrimental 
to or endanger the social, 
physical, environmental 
or economic well-being 
of surrounding neighbor-
hoods or aggravate any 
pre-existing physical, 

social or economic dete-
rioration of surrounding 
neighborhoods.”

A second group oppos-
ing the proposed loca-
tion is composed of Mack 
Avenue business owners, 
including those repre-
senting Court4 Detroit, 
which is across the street 
from the site, Allemon’s 
Landscape Center , 
Otherworld Grosse 
Pointe and the BP gas 
station at Mack and 
Rivard. 

Joe Allemon and 
Cameron Lawrence, 
owner of the BP, went on 
the record to state they 
have nothing against the 
establishment, but vehe-
mently believe it is pro-
posed for the wrong site 
because of traffi c issues it 
allegedly would bring. 

The denial notes, “The 
proposed conditional use 
will hinder and have a 
detrimental effect upon 
vehicular turning pat-
terns, ingress/egress, 
traffi c fl ow, nearby inter-
sections, traffi c visibility 
and other vehicular and 
pedestrian traffic pat-
terns in the vicinity.”

Alongside a fourth fac-
tor that the proposed 22 
parking spaces are not 
considered enough to 
accommodate the more 
than 100 employees 

Chick-fil-A representa-
tives have stated they 
would hire, additional 
denial factors named a 
lack of provided evidence 
that:
◆ the conditional use 

sought will not substan-
tially diminish or impair 
property values within 
the neighborhood;
◆ the conditional use 

sought will be compatible 
with the capacities of 
public services and public 
facilities that are affected 
by the proposed use;
◆ adequate utilities, 

access roads, drainage 
and other necessary facil-
ities have been or will be 
provided;
◆ the conditional use 

sought will be compatible 
with land uses on adja-
cent and nearby zoning 
lots in terms of location, 
size and character;
◆ and the conditional 

use sought is designed, 
located, planned and will 
be operated so that public 
health, safety and welfare 
will be protected.

Representatives for 
Verus Development 
Group, which owns the 
site and also is the land-
lord for the Mack 
Starbucks and Chipotle 
locations, did not respond 
to an interview request by 
press time.

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Chick-fi l-A site plan denied; appeal hearing in March
The denied site plan for the proposed Chick-fi l-A at Mack and Marseilles.
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If team loyalty could be 
expressed in a picture, it 
would be of 89-year-old 
Grosse Pointer Ben Capp 
Jr., grinning ear to ear in 
the stands after the Detroit 
Lions first playoff win 
since 1991, in a stadium 
seat he has owned for 66 
years. 

That seat is one of four 
Detroit Lions season tick-
ets he purchased in 1958, 
the first set at Briggs 
Stadium, then at the 
Pontiac Silverdome and 
now at Ford Field, the 
Detroit Lions’ current 
home turf. 

Footage of Capp in the 
stands was seen live, coast 
to coast, in the middle of 
NBC’s Sunday Night 
Football broadcast Jan. 
14, during the Lions first-
round playoff game 
against the Los Angeles 
Rams. At the bottom of the 
live shot of Capp, who was 
wearing his “Lions Loyal 
Member” varsity jacket — 
issued to him by the team 
for being a Lions season 
ticket holder of 40 or more 
years — read this acco-
lade: “66th year as Lions 
season ticket holder.” 

Capp actually had no 
idea he had just been on 
TV. But once it hap-
pened, his phone 
began blowing 
up.

“I had so many 
texts and phone 
calls coming in, I 
would say around 350 of 
them,” Capp said. “They 
started Sunday night. … 
It took forever to get 
out of the stadium and 
I looked down on my 
phone and it was 
just ding, ding, 
ding.”

One of those 
calls came from 
h is  bro ther , 
Stanley, who now 
lives in Texas. Stanley 
saw Ben on TV and almost 
couldn’t contain his 
excitement, particularly 
because the two brothers 
had attended countless 
games together since Ben 
purchased the season tick-
ets, up until the time 
Stanley moved South, 
when the Lions still played 
at the Silverdome.

“He’s totally excited 
about this,” Ben Capp 
said. “At first I thought, 
oh, this is all being poured 

on me, but he 
was part of it. 
He’s feeling it 
all.”

The excite-
ment was only 
t e m p o r a r i l y 
dampened the 
next morning, 
when Capp’s 
wife Mickey 
walked down to 
their basement 
to discover a 
burst pipe fill-
ing the space 
with about four 
inches of water. 

C r e d i t 
M i c h i g a n ’ s 
frigid January 
temps for the inconve-
nience. 

They got the mess 
cleaned up in short order, 
while also managing the 
flood of local and national 
media attention, and 
now face a small 
powder room 
remodel. 

But it was going to take 
a lot more than a burst 
pipe to rain on Capp’s 
parade this week.

The buildup to Capp’s 
nationwide moment 
started a few weeks before 
during the Lions’ final reg-
ular season game. There, 
they watched the Lions 

honor the son 
of a 44-year 
season ticket 
holder, who 
received four 
tickets and a 
trip to this 
year’s Super 
Bowl in Las 
Vegas as a 
thank you from 
the team.

As it so hap-
pens Capp’s 
daughter, Lynn, 
knows local 
FOX 2 sports 
anchor Jennifer 
H a m m o n d . 
Hammond let 
NBC’s play-by-
play announcer 
Mike Tirico 
know that Capp 
is an even lon-
ger season 
ticket holder. 
Tirico let his 
p r o d u c e r s 
know about the 
story. 

“We were just thinking 
his picture would go up on 
the big screen. We had no 
idea it would be broadcast 
to a national audi-
ence,” said Ben 

Capp’s grandson, Alex 
Capp, who handled doz-
ens of media requests to 
interview his grandpa in 
the aftermath. 

Ben Capp said he has 
been surprised by the out-
pouring of kind words 
from work acquaintances 
and community members 

since then, as well as 
actual gifts that have 
shown up on his doorstep. 

The gifts have ranged 
from a case of beer and 
coffee from local distribu-
tors to a custom-made, 
3-D wooden replica of 
Ford Field, handcrafted by 
Eduardo Sanchez from 
Orlando, Fla., who isn’t a 
Lions fan, but told Capp 
he was moved by his story. 

Despite all of the fan-
fare surrounding him, 
Capp said he sees himself 
as just one of the fans cel-
ebrating this historic run.

“I’m enjoying this, but I 
certainly don’t think of 
myself as being such a 
special person or that I’m 
some sort of special fan,” 
he said. “I’m just a regular 
fan and the moment was 
caught based on my years 
of holding a ticket. They 
put that together and I 
guess they just liked that 
image (of me).”

Capp’s official start as a 
Lions season ticket holder 
began the year after the 
Lions last won a league 
championship, before the 
Super Bowl was even cre-

ated in the NFL. He 
first 

purchased just two seats, 
which then expanded to 
four, then to six at the 
Silverdome. Capp pur-
chased four seats in 
Section 108, Row 24, at 
Ford Field when it opened 
in 2001.

“Those seats were 
selected when I was in 
Florida (when the Lions 
moved to Ford Field) and 
I had to give (my son) 

Ronnie power of attorney 
to pick them, because they 
don’t let anyone other 
than the season ticket 
owner pick them,” Capp 
said.

“You can pass them 
along in your family 
(like in a will), but you 
can’t sell them to just 
anyone,” Capp said. “I 
kind of like that.”

Despite experienc-
ing some epically 
bad seasons for the 
Lions, including 
limited playoff 
a p p e a r a n c e s , 
game-changing 
calls from the refs, 
2008’s record-set-
ting, winless 0-16 
season and count-
less heartbreaking 
losses, Capp said 

he has held on to his tick-
ets for two reasons, the 
first of which is he is an 
optimist at heart.

“I’m an optimist and 
fans should be optimistic, 
but they should also be 
realists,” he said. “Good 
times can end, whether 
it’s briefly, momentarily or 
maybe it lasts a year. So 
enjoy the ups and if you 
like, pray for the ups. But 
there will be some down 
times.

“It’s all part of the 
game.”

But his main reason for 
staying a season ticket 
holder for this long, Capp 
said, is because of his fam-
ily, including his wife, 
Mickey; brother, Stan; 
son, Ron; two daughters, 
Lee Ann and Lynn; seven 
grandchildren and now, 
three great-grandsons.

“For us, it was (about) 
family,” Capp said. “It’s 
the game of football that 
we like. We each played 
football in high school. I 
played junior varsity, but 

Stan made it to varsity, but 
it’s a game we all enjoy. 
All of our friends and bud-
dies, everybody loves foot-
ball.”

Capp spoke fondly of 
the family tradition of 
attending games, espe-
cially on Thanksgiving 
day. 

“Those are always spe-
cial,” he said. “We try to 
spread it around as much 
as we can, except for I’m 
selfish a lot of the time, so 
I always go. Even for the 
majority of our family, 
they are watching it on TV 
like most everyone else is, 
too, but it would always be 
four of us who were able 
to go.”

Capp’s favorite memory 
is 1962’s Thanksgiving 
game against the Green 
Bay Packers. The Lions 
beat the Pack 26-14, and 
sacked vaunted quarter-
back Bart Starr several 
times that day. 

“We devoured Green 
Bay,” Capp said.

He also recalled watch-
ing many of the Lions’ 
most memorable players 
on the field, like Alex 
Karras and Earl Morrall, 
Gary Danielson, Ron 

Kramer and Joe 

Schmidt. He said he con-
siders Barry Sanders the 
Lions’ greatest running 
back of all time (“Billy 
Sims was injured too 
much,” he said) and 
Calvin Johnson as the 
team’s best wide receiver, 
though he was quick to 
note how valuable 
Herman Moore was to the 
Lions.

Capp was in attendance 
for several life-or-death 
moments that tran-
scended the game on the 
field, like when the Lions’ 
28-year-old wide receiver 
Chuck Hughes collapsed 
and died of a heart attack 
at the end of the fourth 
quarter against the Bears 
in 1971. He witnessed 
offensive lineman Mike 
Utley’s spinal cord injury 
in 1991, and Utley’s subse-
quent thumb’s up to the 
crowd as he left the field 
on a stretcher, paralyzed 
from the chest down. He 
saw Reggie Brown get 

By Meg Leonard
Senior Editor

Football, family fuel six-plus decades as Lions season ticket holder

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

Ben Capp Jr., sits in his Grosse Pointe Farms home 
surrounded by some of his favorite Lions memora-
bilia. He is using the chair backing from his old seat 
at the Pontiac Silverdome.

A few iterations 
of the Lions logo 
over the decades 
are captured on 

this banner, part 
of Ben Capp Jr.’s 

team memora-
bilia collection.

A Calvin Johnson and Aidan Hutchinson jersey have made its way to Ben Capp Jr.’s 
collection, though he does not consider himself “a jersey guy.”

See CAPP, page 5A

A custom-made, 3-D 
wooden replica of 
Ford Field was de-
livered to Ben Capp 
Jr.’s doorstep last 
week, The gift was 
handcrafted by 
Eduardo Sanchez 
from Orlando, 
Fla., who isn’t a 
Lions fan, but 
told Capp he 
was moved by 
his story when 
he saw him 
during the 
Jan. 14 game 
broadcast.
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The one place that helps when 
you’re bored, busy or both.
The Helm has so many ways to get together with 
friends. From adventures around town, to movies  
and special events, and even lively card games, we 
help people meet up and have a good time. Friends,  
pals, buddies, or besties — we’re committed 
to bringing people together. Visit us online 
or in person and see all the ways 
The Helm is there on your journey  
of staying social and active.  

VISIT: HELMLIFE.ORG
313.882.9600

The Helm 
158 Ridge Road 
Grosse Pointe Farms

LIFE’S A JOURNEY.  
FIND YOUR WAY.

• Field Trips

• Pastries & Puzzles 

• Out to Breakfast Bunch

• Crafting for Charity

• Movie Matinees

• Poker, Pinochle and  

   Mahjong

COMING UP

012524

City of Grosse Pointe

Home invasion
After the homeowner’s 

obituary was published 
in The Detroit News, a 
suspect entered an 
unlocked rear door in the 
600 block of Rivard and 
stole an unknown 
amount of jewelry and 
silverware between 6 
p.m. Thursday, Jan. 18, 
and 11 a.m. the next day. 

An investigation is 
ongoing.

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about this and other 
crimes to the City of 
Grosse Pointe Public 
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Farms

Out two cars
After being pulled over 

at Mack and Allard at 
2:18 p.m. Friday, Jan. 19, 
a 23-year-old Detroit 
woman told the officer 
the license plate on her 
vehicle was improper 
because she had taken it 
from her other vehicle 
while it was in the shop.

She was cited for the 
improper license plate 
and driving while license 
suspended. The vehicle 
was impounded.

Not to plan
A 22-year-old Detroit 

man, who had just been 
released from Ascension 
St. John Hospital, waved 
down an offi cer for direc-
tions to 7 Mile while 
walking on Kerby toward 
Lakeshore at 7:27 p.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 20.

A LEIN/Secretary of 
State search showed the 
man had a criminal 
bench warrant for bur-
glary and forced entry, 
for which he was 
arrested.  

Wrong color
When an off icer 

noticed an orange regis-
tration tab on a vehicle at 
Mack and Moross at 9:32 

p.m. Sunday, Jan. 21, a 
20-year-old Detroit 
woman was pulled over 
and cited for the expired 
license plate, driving 
while license suspended 
and not having proof of 
insurance.

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Farms Public Safety, 
(313) 885-2100.

Grosse Pointe Park

Hit & run
A vehicle operated by 

an unknown motorist hit 
a car parked in front of a 
house in the 1300 block 
of Maryland between 8 
and 9 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 
14.

“(The) victim reported 
damage to the rear bum-
per ,”  pol ice  sa id . 
“Damage is consistent 
with another vehicle 
striking the vehicle.”

Disorderly
At 8:03 a.m. Tuesday, 

Jan. 16, police responded 
to a complaint about a 
drunken, unwanted male 
guest in a residence in 
the 900 block of 
Nottingham

Police identifi ed him as 
a 48-year-old Eastpointe 
resident.

“(He was) escorted out-
side where he became 
agitated and began 
screaming, causing a 
public disturbance,” 
police said. “(He was) 
arrested for disorderly 
conduct.”

Suspect fl ees
A resident of the 1400 

block of Bedford gave 
police the license plate 
number of a vehicle oper-
ated by an alleged would-
be burglar at 1 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 16.

Police identified the 

suspect as a Detroit man, 
38.

The resident told police 
about a vehicle backing 
up his driveway and a 
subject trying to break 
into his garage.

“(The) resident yelled 
at the suspect, who re-
entered his vehicle and 
fl ed,” according to police.

— Brad Lindberg
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the Grosse 
Pointe Park Public Safety 
Department, (313) 822-
7400.

Grosse Pointe Shores

Uncooperative
A 19-year-old Grosse 

Pointe Park man made 
things worse for himself 
after being pulled over 
for speeding on south-
bound Lakeshore near 
Stillmeadow around 
3:30 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 
16.

He was ticketed for 
expired registration and 
no proof of insurance. 
He also was cited for 
interfering with a public 
safety officer after he 
i g n o r e d  o f f i c e r s ’ 
requests not to retrieve 
any items from the vehi-
cle.

He was released on a 
personal recognizance 
bond and given a court 
appearance date. The 
2 0 0 6  B M W  w a s 
impounded.

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about this and other 

crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Shores Public Safety, 
(313) 881-5500.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Failed attempt
An attempt to steal a 

vehicle in the 500 block 
of Perrien sometime 
between 1 and 10 a.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 16, resulted 
in a broken passenger-
side rear window.

Surveillance footage 
showed a white box van 
leaving the area around 
4:45 a.m.

Follow the trail
A resident in the 2000 

block of Ridgemont told 
offi cers when he returned 
to his house around 2:25 
p.m. Friday, Jan. 19, he 
found a suspicious vehi-
cle in the driveway. He 
followed footprints in the 
snow and found a black 
man standing on the side 
of the house, claiming he 
thought it was for sale.

After the suspect left, 
described as 35 years old 
wearing a reflective 
jacket, offi cers found he 
accessed the attached 
garage through a win-
dow and forcibly entered 
the home. The owner 
found a collector set of 
coins missing and other 
items out of place.

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Woods Public Safety, 
(313) 343-2400.

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS

resuscitated on the fi eld 
after a spinal cord injury 
in 1997.

He also witnessed some 
of the Lions best moments 
in team history, like quar-
terback Erik Kramer lead-
ing the Lions to a home 
playoff win over the 
Dallas Cowboys in 1992, 
Sanders crossing the 
2,000 total yards in a sea-
son mark in 1997, and 
Johnson breaking Jerry 
Rice’s record of single-
season receiving yards in 
2011.

Beyond being one of the 
Lions’ longest season 
ticket holders, Capp has 
another special connec-
tion to the Lions and Ford 
Field through its owners, 
the Ford family, thanks to 
his family’s 100-year-old 
business, Wolverine 
Stone Co.

His company has 
installed marble and stone 
products throughout sev-
eral of the Ford family’s 
homes in Grosse Pointe, 
including those of 
Josephine Ford, Benson 
Ford and William Clay 
Ford, the Lions’ late 
owner.

His company also is 
responsible for the stone 
lions that grace an 
entrance at Ford Field, 
which Capp noted are 
made from a special 
Norwegian granite called 
“blue pearl.”

“The stone lions were part 
of the architects’ 

original design (for Ford 
Field),” Capp said. “We 
had a way to sandblast the 
logos into them and they 
were hand fabricated in 
Italy.” Capp said despite 
his company’s familiarity 
with the Ford family, 
Wolverine Stone Co. had 
to bid against many others 
to get the work. 

“In my business it’s usu-
ally the lowest bidder that 
gets the job. But I also 
believe it was the reputa-
tion of the business my 
father built that helped us 
get this job,” he said.

With metro Detroiters 
exploding with excite-
ment as the Lions head to 
San Francisco this Sunday 
for the NFC Championship 
against the 49ers, Capp 
continues to maintain his 
optimistic outlook. 

That’s no surprise to his 
grandson, Alex.

“My grandpa has such a 
great demeanor. He is 
always positive, never 
negative,” he said. “It 
takes someone like my 
grandpa to put up with a 
team like the Lions. … It 
ebbs and fl ows, but he’s 
been more satisfi ed than 
not (with the team).

“Safe to say he’s glad 
he’s stuck it out.”

In light of all of the 
attention he has received, 
Ben Capp said he hopes 
he represents  a l l 
Detroiters who are eager 
for the Lions to become a 
winner.

“I hope I represent our 
fans well,” he said. “This 
isn’t just about me; it’s 

about them, too.”

CAPP:

Ben Capp Jr. holds the ticket from the Detroit Lions’ 
fi rst game at Ford Field and a “Lions Loyal 
Member” jacket he received from the team for be-
ing a season ticket holder for 40 or more years.

Continued from page 4A

p
of the architects’

j
about them, too.”

Paper game tickets — quickly becoming a relic of 
the past in the digital age — tell the story of some of 
Ben Capp Jr.’s favorite Detroit Lions games he has 
attended over the years.



GROSSE POINTE NEWS, JANUARY 25, 2024

6A  |  OPINION

POINTES OF VIEW
GR

O
SS

E 
PO

IN
TE

  l
  G

RO
SS

E 
PO

IN
TE

 F
AR

M
S 

 l 
 G

RO
SS

E 
PO

IN
TE

 P
AR

K 
 l 

 G
RO

SS
E 

PO
IN

TE
 S

H
O

RE
S 

 l 
 G

RO
SS

E 
PO

IN
TE

  W
O

O
DS

 

LETTERS
The Grosse Pointe News welcomes your letters to the edi-

tor. All letters should be typed, double-spaced and signed. 

Letters longer than 250 words may be edited for length. 

All letters may be edited for content. We reserve the right 

to refuse any letter. Include daytime phone number for 

verifi cation or questions. The deadline for letters is 3 p.m. 

Monday. Letters to the editor may by emailed to editor@

grossepointenews.com.

GPAAS: 
A community treasure
To the Editor:

We are so fortunate to live within a com-
munity comprised of charitable citizens and 
philanthropic organizations. One such is 
the Grosse Pointe Animal Adoption Society. 
I had been a volunteer at the animal shelter 
this past summer and observed fi rsthand 
the empathy extended by the shelter volun-
teers to the unfortunate creatures brought 
to their back door. During a day of intense 
heat, I noticed a volunteer cradling a small 
animal wrapped in a towel. All that was vis-
ible was a tuft of gray hair. The volunteer 
told me the dog had been abandoned and 
left to die outside in the scorching heat. The 
dog was very old — blind, deaf and in the 
fi nal stages of renal failure. The volunteer’s 
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Y
es, we know that term is associated 
closely with the 1984 World Series 
champion Detroit Tigers, but we think 
it’s also appropriate for the Detroit 
Lions after Sunday’s 31-23 win over 
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers.

After two consecutive home playoff wins that 
brought a national spotlight to Detroit, the Lions are 
just one win away — this coming Sunday at the San 
Francisco 49ers — from their fi rst Super Bowl.

Of course this is about football, as the Lions are 
one of only four NFL teams never to appear in a 
Super Bowl, but it’s about much, much more than 
that. In many ways, the team’s resurgence the last 
three years under coach Dan Campbell has mir-
rored the resurgence of a city that just a decade ago 
declared bankruptcy.

In the same vein, the city’s descent was accompa-
nied by the team’s futility over some six decades. In 
1950, Detroit had the fourth highest population of 
any city in the country and was the richest, in terms 
of per capita GDP, in the nation.

The Lions won the NFL championship 1952, 1953 
and 1957. They also won what was known as the 
Playoff Bowl, essentially to determine the NFL’s 
third-place team, three straight years from 1960 to 
1962. Let’s not forget it was the 49ers the Lions 
defeated, in San Francisco, to reach that 1957 title 
game.

Then came the downfall. The 1967 riots, white 
fl ight, the devolution of the Big Three (see: the mur-
der of Vincent Chin), Devil’s Night arson run 
amuck, a mayor sent to prison. The list of self-
infl icted wounds goes on.

Yes, there were highlights, but they were few and 
far between. Some titles sprinkled here and there 
for the Tigers, Red Wings and Pistons and the open-
ing of the Renaissance Center. But after decades of 
one long, continuous slump, the comeback started. 
New arenas, new developments and new invest-
ments, thanks to people with names like Ford, 
Gilbert and Illitch.

To borrow a line from Campbell, the city started 
biting knee caps. And it must be noted that 
Campbell, who played for the winless 2008 Lions, 
was introduced as the team’s new coach Jan. 21, 
2021, exactly three years to the date of Sunday’s 
win. By 2022, TIME magazine named Detroit one 
of the best places in the world to live. 

Of course, TIME also named Taylor Swift “Person 
of the Year,” but we’ll take our Lions celebrities who 
were at the game — Bob Seger, Isaiah Thomas, 
Eminem, Jeff Daniels and Chad Smith, drummer 
for the Red Hot Chili Peppers — over the Kansas 
City Chiefs’ contingent any day.

Don’t miss the story of Pointer Ben Capp Jr. on 
page 4A, a 66-year season ticket holder who became 
a celebrity in his own right after being highlighted 
on TV during the last two playoff wins.

Social media Sunday night was abuzz with the 
complimentary way in which NBC portrayed the 
city. B-roll footage — what they show heading to a 
commercial break — showed a bright, vibrant, bus-
tling downtown and riverfront. In years past when 
— make that if — the Lions were on national televi-
sion, that footage was just as likely to show barren 
streets, boarded-up houses and crumbling infra-
structure.

We’d be remiss not to mention the local ties to all 
of this, starting fi rst and foremost with the Ford 
family. And of course a nod to Ralph Wilson Jr., 
longtime Shores resident, previous owner of the 
Buffalo Bills and founding member of the AFL, 
without which there wouldn’t be a Super Bowl. His 
foundation has done immeasurable good for south-
east Michigan.

Bless you, boys!

A
s the new year unfolds, many 
of us are looking to get our fi -
nances organized for the year 
ahead. January is not just 
about making resolutions; it’s 
about setting a clear roadmap 

for fi nancial success.
Embracing fi nancial resolutions. The start 

of the year is an ideal time to embrace fi nan-
cial resolutions. Whether it’s working with a 
fi nancial planner, preparing for tax season or 
increasing savings, use this period to set 
intentions and make a plan. It’s not about 
accomplishing everything at once, but laying 
out a strategic approach for the 
year.

Planning with calendars and 
reminders. Set reminders and tar-
gets in your calendar for key 
fi nancial tasks, such as organizing 
tax documents by the end of 
February or reviewing invest-
ments in the summer. This could 
include your goals, such as simpli-
fying your finances by closing 
unnecessary accounts or consoli-
dating investments. This strategic planning 
helps pace your fi nancial tasks throughout 
the year, preventing overwhelm.

Setting a budget. If you need a budget, the 
beginning of the year is the perfect time to 
start. Use budgeting software to categorize 
expenses and plan your spending. This helps 
in having a clear understanding of where 
your money is going. Look ahead and plan for 
upcoming large expenses. Whether it’s home 
improvement projects or anticipated tax bills, 
planning helps in managing your cash fl ow 
more effectively.

Automating savings. Automate your sav-
ings right from the start of the year. Whether 
contributing to an IRA, a Roth IRA or taxable 
savings account, automatic monthly contribu-
tions ensure consistent savings. Consider 
increasing these contributions from last year 
if you’re eligible to contribute more.

Capitalizing on high-yield savings. With 
higher interest rates, it’s important to ensure 
your savings are in a high-yield savings 
account. This strategy can make a signifi cant 
difference if you have a considerable amount 
of cash.

Reviewing investment allocation. An 
essential step in organizing your 
fi nances for the year is to review 
your investment performance. 
With the S&P 500 fi nishing the 
year up approximately 24 per-
cent, it’s important to understand 
how your investments have fared 
in comparison. Keep in mind 
these broader market gains were 
significantly driven by the so-
called ‘Magnificent 7’ stocks. 
Therefore, if your portfolio is 

diversifi ed, expect a somewhat lower return 
for the year. However, if your returns were 
signifi cantly off the mark, it might be time to 
consult a fi nancial professional to review your 
allocation. This step is crucial in ensuring 
your investment strategy aligns with your 
fi nancial goals and risk tolerance, and adjusts 
to any market changes that might have 
impacted your portfolio’s performance.

Communicating your plans. Communicate 
your fi nancial plans with your partner, fi nan-

Organizing your fi nances 
for a productive year ahead

O U R  V I E W

G U E S T  V I E W  By Melissa Fradenburg

On a sad note, local media recently told the 
story of Pointer Jim Fraser, a longtime fan who 
attended games wearing a “Waiting Since 
1957” hat, who passed away the day of this 
season’s home opener.

We know of two players, Romeo Okwara and 
David Montgomery, who live in Grosse Pointe 
Shores. An email to the team’s media relations 
office about others who might live in the 
Pointes was answered promptly, albeit with a 
response that “realistically” that’s not some-
thing they could fi gure out this week. They’re 
busy. We get it.

So win or lose in the NFC title game, we 
know there will be more great things coming 
from this team, just like the city they call home.

See LETTER, page 7A

REMEMBER
HOW TO ROAR!

THE ROAR
OF 2024!

ILLUSTRATION BY KEN SCHOP

See GUEST, page 7A

GROSSE POINTE 7-DAY 
WEATHER FORECAST

420

360

Rain

 80%
SUNRISE 
7:52 am
SUNSET
5:36 pm

420

340

Cloudy

 0%
SUNRISE 
7:51 am
SUNSET
5:37 pm

400

320

Cloudy

 0%
SUNRISE 
7:50 am
SUNSET
5:39 pm

390

290

Chance 
Mix

 30%
SUNRISE 
7:49 am
SUNSET
5:40 pm

370

280

Mostly 
Cloudy

 0%
SUNRISE 
7:48 am
SUNSET
5:41 pm

380

300

Mostly 
Cloudy

 0%
SUNRISE 
7:47 am
SUNSET
5:42 pm

360

280

Mostly 
Cloudy

 0%
SUNRISE 
7:46 am
SUNSET
5:44 pm

THU  FRI  SAT SUN  MON  TUE  WED

January 25 – 31

Weather data courtesy of Channel 4, WDIV Detroit • ClickOnDetroit.com



GROSSE POINTE NEWS, JANUARY 25, 2024

OP-ED  |  7A

Your Comfort Is Our GoalYour Comfort Is Our Goal
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•• Air CleanersAir Cleaners •• Rheem Air ConditionersRheem Air Conditioners
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Heating & CoolingHeating & Cooling

CALL TODAY 
FOR FREE

QUOTE

Offering GeneratorsOffering Generators
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PRO MUSICA of DETROIT presents

H E L L E N I C  S O U N D S  A N D  M O R E

MICHAEL MALIS

Sunday, Feb. 4
2 pm Grosse Pointe 

War Memorial

ProMusicaDetroi t .com

Tickets / Info:

World 
Premiere

Another Country, 
Another Shore

by the pianist
and composer
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intention was to hold the 
dog until it passed so it 
did not die alone.

The shelter animals 
need care seven days a 
week. Those at the 
Grosse Pointe Animal 
Adoption Society shelter, 
including the director 

and shelter staff, forgo 
vacations and days off to 
provide this ongoing 
care.

In a perfect world there 
would be no need for ani-
mal shelters. Lucky for 
us, the Grosse Pointe 
Animal Adoption Society 
exists to address this 
need.

MICHELLE ULLERY
Grosse Pointe

Continued from page 6A

LETTER:

cial planner or an accountability partner. Aligning 
on fi nancial goals and checking in regularly can set 
the tone for a successful fi nancial year.

Organizing your fi nances at the start of the year 
sets a strong foundation for fi nancial success. By 
planning, automating savings and staying informed, 
you can navigate the year with confi dence and clar-
ity. Remember, fi nancial planning is not just about 
numbers; it’s about making choices that enhance 
your life and well-being.

Melissa Fradenburg, CDFA, AIF, is a fi nancial 

advisor, podcast host and active community member 
in Grosse Pointe. Her mission is to ensure that women 
are well-informed and actively engaged in their 
fi nancial lives. Follow her on social media @money_
do_list or reach out at (313) 486-9634. Investment 
advisory services are offered by Pearl Planning, a 
DBA of Stephens Consulting LLC., an SEC registered 
investment advisor. Important disclosure: pearlplan.
com/disclosure.

GUEST:
Continued from page 6A

I  S AY  By Ted O’Neil

M
y daugh-
ter was 
r i g h t 
around 
10 years 
o l d 

when the movie “High 
School Musical” came 
out. And for every girl that 
age — and probably a lot 
of boys — it was all the 
rage.

I don’t remember see-
ing it in the theater, but 
we did rent it. A lot, if I 

recall. Probably even 
bought it. But a few min-
utes into the movie, it hit 
me. It’s basically a remake 
of “Grease.”

Ever since then, I’ve 
been struck by the lack of 
originality in Hollywood. 

The two best car chases 
in the history of movies 
are in “Bullitt” and “The 
French Connection,” both 
done long before CGI and 
other computer gim-
micks, yet ticket-buyers 
have been willing to shell 
out their hard-earned 
money to the extent there 
are 10 (10!) installments 
in the “Fast and Furious” 
franchise. Or, as I call it, 
fast and infuriating.

Don’t get me wrong. 
There have been a lot of 

great movies, too. But 
they’re dwarfed by the 
mediocre and downright 
bad.

Like a lot of people, I 
have an unwritten rule 
that if I’m fl ipping through 
channels and come across 
a certain movie, I watch 
the rest of it, no matter at 
what point it’s at. Those 
include: “Tombstone,” 
“The Godfather” (I and II 
are basically one long 
movie and no self-respect-
ing fan watches III), “The 
Shawshank Redemption,” 
“Goodfellas,” “Pulp 
Fiction” and “The 
Natural.” Plus anything 
about WWII, be it in color 
or black and white.

Then there’s “You’ve 
Got Mail,” which is basi-

cally a remake of Jimmy 
Stewart’s “The Shop 
Around the Corner.” Tom 
Hanks and Meg Ryan 
even teamed up again a 
few years later for 
“Sleepless in Seattle,” 
loosely based on “An 
Affair to Remember.” 

And naturally, there 
have been a host of mov-
ies that are modern-day 
retellings of Shakespeare 
“10 Things I Hate About 
You” (The Taming of the 
Shrew), “She’s the Man” 
(Twelfth Night) and of 
course “West Side Story” 
(Romeo and Juliet).

When it comes to TV, I 
always got a kick out of 
watching “Two and a Half 
Men,” but it’s basically 
“The Odd Couple,” some-

thing the show did poke 
fun at itself over toward 
the end of the series.

“That ’70s Show” 
always seemed to me like 
an edgier version of 
“Happy Days” and 
“Abbott Elementary” is a 
shameful rip-off of “The 
Office.” Which is funny 
because “The Offi ce,” like 
a lot of American TV 
shows, is taken from the 
British version. The fi rst 
episode of the Steve Carell 
show is almost line for 
line the same as the Ricky 
Gervais first episode, 
albeit Americanized for 
dialogue. 

As with movies, there is 
television I’ve enjoyed, 
although nowadays if I’m 
watching TV it’s usually 

s p o r t s ,  n e w s  o r 
“Jeopardy!”

The best cop show ever 
is “Homicide” and the best 
doctor show ever is “St. 
Elsewhere” and that’s not 
up for debate.

And then there’s the 
sheer brilliance of 
“Breaking Bad” and 
“Better Call Saul.” I’ve 
watched both start to fi n-
ish numerous times. It’s 
especially fun watching 
“Better Call Saul” and 
fi nding hidden references 
back to, or should I say 
forward to, “Breaking 
Bad.”

So next time you’re 
watching a movie or TV 
show and get the feeling it 
seems familiar, it proba-
bly is.

Not an original thought to be found

1949 
75 years ago this week

M E M O R I A L 
DIRECTORS ADOPT 
PLAN: An enthusiastic 
meeting of the Board of 
Directors of the War 
Memorial Library Fund 
was held to consider the 
present status of the 
War Memorial project. 
Since the confusion and 
uncertainty caused by 
the decision of the 
Board of Education not 
to accept the Alger 
House  as  a  War 
Memorial Library site, 
tendered by the Russell 
A. Alger heirs, a com-
mittee of representative 
citizens has been giving 
careful study to the uses 

of the Alger House 
property as a War 
Memorial and its adapt-
ability to appropriate 
community use.

POINTE ENJOYS 
SECOND BIGGEST 
BUILDING BOOM:
During the year 1948, 
the  Grosse  Pointe 
School District experi-
enced the second big-
gest building boom in 
its history. A study 
repor ted  by  L .M. 
Bartlett, director of 
pupil personnel for the 
Grosse Pointe Public 
Schools, shows that per-
mits for 820 homes were 
issued in 1948. This is 
only 11 less than the 
831 permits issued in 
1941, which was the 
peak year in home con-
s t r u c t i o n  f o r  t h e 
Pointes.

1974
50 years ago this week

FARMS FEELS GAS 
PINCH: The Farms may 
fi nd itself short of gaso-
line to operate its munic-
ipal vehicles, and what it 
does have, or might get, 
will be reserved for 
p o l i c e ,  f i r e  a n d 
Department of Public 
Works cars and trucks, 
the city council was 
informed at its regular 
meeting Jan. 21. At the 
most, the council was 
told, the city could 
receive only about 4,000 
gallons of fuel, and if 
this is so, then certain 
services to the public 
will have to be curtailed.

P A R K I N G  B A N 
RESTORED AT WOODS 
LOT: The parking ban at 
the municipal parking 

lot on Hampton and 
Mack, once imposed and 
then lifted for a trial 
pe r iod ,  has  been 
imposed again as the 
Woods Council took no 
further action on the 
matter. If the solons 
declined action, the ban 
would automatically be 
reinstated — closing the 
lot at 11 p.m. and allow-
ing no parking, cruising 
or loitering, with viola-
tors being ticketed.

1999
25 years ago this week

SOUTH SCORES BIG 
IN CONTROVERSIAL 
NEWS MAGAZINE 
POLL: The highly rated 
Grosse Pointe school sys-
tem has racked up 
another honor. This time, 
Grosse Pointe South 

High School was named 
one of 14 outstanding 
Detroit area high schools 
in a survey by U.S. News 
and World Report. The 
magazine singled out 96 
out of 1,300 American 
high schools that partici-
pated in a 16-page survey 
and concluded outstand-
ing schools don’t have to 
rely on expensive tech-
nology or small classes to 
get good results.

2014
10 years ago this week

ST. JAMES PLANS 
GARDEN: Construction 
should start this summer 
on a memorial garden 

and columbarium in the 
south-side yard of St. 
James Lutheran Church 
on the Hill. The yard, 
f a c i n g  M c M i l l a n 
between the church and 
a service drive behind 
commercial buildings on 
Kercheval, is a quiet 
area on a rise overlook-
ing adjacent land.

JLD CELEBRATES 
100TH ANNIVERSARY: 
The Junior League of 
Detroit begins a year-
long celebration of its 
100 years of service to 
the community this 
month. Founded in 1914, 
JLD has continuously 
focused its charitable 
efforts on improving 
opportunities for the 
people of the greater 
Detroit community. 

YESTERDAY’S HEADLINES

Specializing in new sealed Sports 
and Pokémon sets, beautiful one 
of a kind player themed frames, 
graded cards, vintage sports 
cards and related items, magic 
cards, Tiffany and Desert Shield 
baseball cards and much more! 

(313) 469-1551
www.cccsportscards.com
sales@cccsportscards.com

SPORTS CARDS, AUTOGRAPHS,
POKÉMON CARDS & COLLECTIBLES
BASEBALL, FOOTBALL, BASKETBALL, & HOCKEY

C’s Cards & Collectibles is sponsoring 
A BIG GAME GIVEAWAY!!!

ARDSS AUTTTOOOOGGGGRA
See contest ad on page 2A

Friday January 26, 2024 to March 1, 2024
PLUS 60% OFF ON ALL FRAMES!

New Merchandise Added Every Week! 
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17898 Mack Ave., Grosse Pointe City, MI 48230 | On Mack just South of Washington
NOW OPEN HOURS: Monday–Friday

 3PM-7PM
Saturday 

4PM-7PM
(Temporary hours)

50% OFF SALE
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KITCHEN & BATH SHOWROOM
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17139 KERCHEVAL

GROSSE POINTE, MICHIGAN
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GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — The book now 
is closed on an assault 
with intent to murder case 
that has been making its 
way through Wayne 
County Circuit Court 
since mid-2019.

In a conviction plea 
before Judge Cynthia 
Stephens Friday, Jan. 19, 

defendant Michael Sims 
was sentenced to two and 
a half years to 10 years 
for assault with intent to 
do great bodily harm and 
two years for felony fi re-
arm.

The then-29-year-old 
Chesterfield Township 
resident was a backseat 
passenger in a Dodge 
Charger that chased 
another vehicle down 
Moross at 5:30 a.m. 

Saturday, July 23, 2019, 
at speeds of more than 
100 mph and while fi ring 
shots. The preceding 
vehicle ultimately crashed 
through the Pier Park 
iron exit gate and wound 
up in an empty boat well 
in Lake St. Clair. 

Shores offi cers arrested 
Sims and the vehicle’s 
d r i v e r ,  D a w a u n 
McQueen, as they walked 
away along the seawall.

The day after the inci-
dent, Sims admitted to a 
Farms detective he was a 
passenger in the Charger 
and said the car they 
chased had shot up his 
brother’s house earlier 
that day. 

No one involved in the 
chase was seriously 
injured and Sims was 
charged with three counts 
of assault with intent to 
murder, three counts of 

intent to do great bodily 
harm, three counts of 
assault with a dangerous 
weapon, one count of dis-
charge of a fi rearm from 
a vehicle causing injury, 
one count of discharge of 
a fi rearm from a vehicle, 
one count of concealed 
weapon in a vehicle and 
11 counts of felony fi re-
arm. 

In October, he pleaded 
guilty to assault with 

intent to do great bodily 
harm and felony fi rearm; 
all other charges were 
dropped. 

McQueen, who pleaded 
guilty to the same two 
charges, in December 
was sentenced to 42 
months to 10 years for 
one count of intent to do 
great bodily harm and 
one count of felony fi re-
arm — two years consec-
utive.

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Passenger in 2019 Moross chase sentenced

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— As the 1980s wound 
down, the declining new 
wave group, Animotion, 
added singer-actress 
Cynthia Rhodes from 
“Dirty Dancing” lineage 
and produced a final, 
non-career-saving hit 
with the up-tempo break-
up song, “Room to 
Move.”

“I’ve got to have room 
to move.”

Syncopated heart 
breaking is one thing, but 
the lyric also applies to 
challenges facing inner-
ring suburbanites seek-
ing ways to modernize 
fully built-up communi-
ties without changing the 
established character.

“It’s a consistent issue 
with anything called a 
legacy city, where about 
all of the land has been 
built out,” said Nani 
Wolf, an associate plan-
n e r  a t  M c K e n n a 
Associates urban plan-
ning consultants in 
Northville.

It also musters a nearly 
zero-sum game: no 
change without compa-
rable replacement; a win 
for the new, a loss for the 
old; where adding some-
thing fresh likely requires 
removing something 
stale because there’s 
nowhere to add anything 
without making room for 
it.

When something’s got 
to give with almost every 
change, the solution may 
come from within.

“When you’re facing 

strict occupancy require-
ments, you get creative 
with building up or 
changing the interior of 
existing buildings,” Wolf 
said. “Accessory dwell-
ings are a great example 
of how some communi-
ties are able to modify 
their housing stock with-
out changing the exterior 
(of structures).”

“Building up” means 
what it sounds like — 
adding levels to existing 
buildings, such as in the 
Park’s Kercheval busi-
ness district.

“ B u i l d i n g s  o n 
Kercheval are planned to 
be up to three stories, but 
a lot of them are still one 
story,” Wolf said.

Capping existing struc-
tures with additional res-
idential space adds 
density to the district 
without encroaching on 
the footprint of other 
properties.

“You’re providing for 
additional units in the 
buildings and structures 
you already have,” Wolf 
said. “That’s room you 
have to take better 
advantage of land that’s 
here today without actu-
ally tearing down homes 
or doing mass-scale 
rebuilding of whole 
blocks.”

The tactic was slo-
ganized in a Post-it note 
reading, “Build up, not 
out,” submitted anony-
mously by an attendee of 
a recent planning com-
mission open house ses-
s ion  to  exchange 
information and ideas 
about updating almost 
every aspect of the 

municipal zoning code.
“Communities must 

continuously reinvent 
themselves to ensure rel-
evance and to grow tax 
base, thereby strength-
ening city services,” said 
Mayor Michele Hodges, 
holder of an urban plan-
ning degree.

Finding elbow room in 
a hemmed-in community 
presents challenges 
requiring insightful ways 
of thinking.

“In Grosse Pointe Park, 
we are fortunate to have 
stakeholders who invest 
signifi cantly in the long-
term sustainability of the 
community, which is 
why partnerships and 
quality relations are so 
important,” Hodges said.

Some ideas along those 
lines in the Pointes were 
better than others. A few 
years ago, City of Grosse 
Pointe officials came 
close to moving public 
works facilities into 
Detroit as a way of free-
ing up land near munici-
pal headquarters.

Yet in the Park, former 
Public Safety Director 
Bryan Jarre l l  got 
nowhere, prior to his 
contract being canceled 
for cost reasons, by pro-
posing the city raise rev-
enue by selling one of its 
public parks.

Neither did municipal 
officials seriously con-
sider Jarrell’s proposal to 
save operating costs by 
no longer having offi cers 
respond to burglar 
alarms.

“Alarms are sold pri-
marily to people who can 
afford them and who can 

afford the monthly moni-
toring service, which has 
a disparate impact on 
those who can’t afford an 
alarm or choose not to 
have an alarm,” he said 
early last year.

A more workable focus 
for legacy cities is to 
advance their municipal 
legacy by properly man-
aging their inheritance.

“Code enforcement is 
crucial, too, along with a 
strong housing stock, 
infrastructure and qual-
ity school district,” 
Hodges said. “We must 
also anchor ourselves 
with solid planning tools, 
such as a master plan, 
modern zoning ordi-
nance, Tax Increment 
Finance Authori ty , 
Downtown Development 
Authority and a capital 
improvement plan, all of 
which will lead to 
vibrancy.”

No confined suburb 
such as the Park, which is 
bordered on two sides by 
Detroit, can address such 
issues in a vacuum.

“Another  notable 
opportunity specific to 
Grosse Pointe Park is the 
stabilization of our bor-
ders and working in col-
laboration with our 
neighboring jurisdic-
tions,” Hodges said. 
“These efforts will have a 
multiplier effect and will 
lead to prosperity for 
all.”

Such is the approach of 
planners.

“These are the tools 
that enable communities 
like ours to thrive and to 
remain a top choice for 
people seeking the his-
tory, character and 
charm of what only 
Grosse Pointe Park can 
offer,” Hodges said.

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

City in a phone booth

GROSSE POINTE 
PARK — Citywide re-
placement of worn-out 
water meters could pay 
for itself within a few 
years if a rough cost-
benefit  projection 
proves true.

New meters  are 
needed because the 
present ones no lon-
ger accurately register 
the full amount of 
water consumption.

“Best perspective, 
we’re paying 20 per-
cent of every (custom-
er’s) water bill,” said 
Josh Chafi n, director 
of the Park water 
department. “I’ve been 
in houses where the 
meter doesn’t even spin 
when they turn on the 
water.”

His analysis and solu-
tion is simple: “It’s an 
old system that needs to 
be changed out.”

The Park pays roughly 
$5.5 million annually to 
buy drinking water from 
the Great Lakes Water 
Authority.

A 20 percent loss rep-
resents $1.1 million 
worth of water the city 

lets flow unaccounted 
each year through 
meters to fi nal consum-
ers.

“It’s a tremendous 
loss of water, not to 
mention it breeds waste 
because people are not 
responsive to their con-
sumption,” Councilman 
Max Wiener said.

He chaired a meeting 

of the infrastructure 
committee Dec. 13, dur-
ing which Chafin and 
industry representatives 
outlined the city’s situa-
tion and what could be 
done to fi x it.

“As we all know, as 
things get older they 
don’t work as well,” 
Chafi n said.

Mike Martin, a meter 
specialist with Core and 
Main, which supplies 
water meters and acts as 
general contractor for 
installations, added, 

“You’re going to see a 
return on investment in, 
hopefully, a few years by 
revenue you gain from 
the water you’re losing.”

Over the years, water 
meters inside houses 
become less effi cient at 
measuring and transmit-
ting water volume con-
sumption wirelessly to 
outdoor gauges from 

which meter-readers 
tabulate data for billing 
purposes.

“One of the problems 
with our meters is they 
are no longer communi-
cating with the outside 
meter,” Chafi n said.

“A lot of (municipal) 
revenue is going down 
the drain without being 
registered,” said Mike 
Philips, regional sales 
manager of Master 
Meter, an equipment 
manufacturer.

He foresees a rela-

tively quick financial 
payoff if the city installs 
new indoor meters war-
ranted to register 99 
percent accurately start-
ing with the fi rst 1/8-gal-
lon of fl ow.

Preliminary cost esti-
mates of outfi tting the 
city with new equipment 
are in the area of $1.5 
million.

“There’s a pressing 
need for this, but we 
have a lot of water-
sewer needs and a 
f in i te  amount  of 
money,” Wiener said. 
“With that upfront dol-
lar amount, that one’s 
tricky. Do you have 
multi-year plans?”

Phillips said it’s 
common for municipal 
customers to develop 
payment plans with 
third-party financial 
institutions.

“We’re going to have 
to fi gure out some kind 
of financing,” Wiener 
said.

“We can justify it,” 
said Councilman Tom 
Caulfi eld, a member of 
the committee and 
chairman of the fi nance 
committee. “It’s the cash 
fl ow. It’s going to hurt 
up front.”

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Faulty meters make readers weep

‘You’re going to see a return on investment 
in, hopefully, a few years by revenue you 
gain from the water you’re losing.’
MIKE MARTIN
Meter specialist with Core and Main

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Imitation is the sincer-
est form of fl attery.

Facade improvement 
grants for businesses in 
t h e  D o w n t o w n 
Development Authority 
district are modeled after 
those in the Tax Increment 
Finance Authority zone.

City Manager Nick 
Sizeland fi gures if grants 
succeeded in the TIFA dis-
trict, they’ll do likewise in 
the DDA.

His proposal also builds 
upon grants the DDA dis-
tributed to businesses 
during the pandemic.

“The goal of the façade 
improvement program is 
to provide fi nancial assis-
tance to local businesses 
to meet economic and 
beautification goals,” 
Sizeland said. “Only busi-
nesses within the DDA 
district are eligible.”

DDA boundaries are 
along Jefferson from the 
Detroi t  border  to 
Somerset.

The authority’s board of 
directors approved the 
idea Dec. 12.

Sizeland proposed 
starting with a $2,500 
maximum grant per busi-
ness.

“We have a $10,000 
budget for the entire pro-
gram,” Sizeland said.

Eligible projects are 
along the lines of 
enhanced lighting, paint-
ing, other building beauti-
fication, an awning, 
adding signage and com-
port with the Americans 
With Disabilities Act.

“This is something TIFA 
did similarly,” Sizeland 

said. “I want to give busi-
nesses some fl exibility for 
what they can do.”

Appl ica t ions  are 
accepted until April 1.

Grants come with 
accountability:
◆ proposed improve-

ments must meet city 
building codes and 
requirements and
◆ the building depart-

ment must fi rst approve 
improvement proposals.

“We require those busi-
nesses to meet local codes 
and have a business 
license, a certificate of 
occupancy and are up to 
code with the city building 
department,” Sizeland 
said.

Grants are issued to 
building owners or ten-
ants having a current 
lease and written permis-
sion from the owner.

The program is modi-
fi ed from those preceding.

“We used to have it 
where you’d submit a 
project to us and, if you 
met approvals, you’d get 
half up front, half at the 
back end,” Sizeland said. 
“We’re fi nding, adminis-
tratively, it would be much 
easier to get it done at 
once — accept the appli-
cation, have the building 
department check it, then, 
after successful comple-
tion, we close out the pro-
gram and provide the 
check.”

TIFA district parame-
ters are Mack Avenue 
almost to East Jefferson, 
and from Wayburn to the 
alley behind Nottingham.

— Brad Lindberg

DDA district businesses 
may apply for façade grants
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experience

Come see what’s new in 2021

apparel • shoes • accessories

74 Kercheval Avenue
Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236

313.458.8719
Hours: Tuesday - Saturday 10-5 • Sunday & Monday - Closed 012524

50% OFF
Storewide Sale

Sale Ends January 31
All shoes, apparel, accessories

Excluding jewelry, AGL shoes, SPANX,
Hammitt and Tom Ford. All Sales Final

Guided tours! Meet teachers, parents & students!
Preschool (Age 3 - Young 5)
Kindergarten - 8th Grade

Learn more at stpaulonthelake.com

St. Paul on the Lake
Catholic School

OOppeenn HHoouusseOpen House
Sunday, January 28

11:00 am - 1:30 pm

Anchored in our Catholic Faith since 1887
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annually. Dean is being 
paid the remainder of his 
contract, through June 
30, to act as a consultant 
for the board.

When the district began 
working wi th  the 
Michigan Association of 
School Boards to fi nd a 
new superintendent, the 
board set the salary range 
between $275,000 and 
$350,000 in hopes of fi nd-
ing what it felt were the 
most qualified candi-
dates.

T r u s t e e  C o l l e e n 
Worden said she thought 
the salary for Tuttle was 
too high, but still voted 
for the contract.

“We’ve had some rigor-
ous discussions over sev-
eral meetings to hash out 
the issue and I think she’s 

going to be a fantastic 
superintendent,” Worden 
said. “The money is a bit 
high, but that’s what we 
set in our parameters. 
She’ll be a great person 
for the district.”

The board held four 
separate closed session 
meetings while discuss-
ing the contract.

Similar to Dean’s con-
tract, Tuttle will receive 
an annual car allowance 
of $6,000 and will be eli-
gible for a $10,000 bonus 
based on her yearly eval-
uation, in addition to the 
usual health benefi ts that 
are part of the district’s 
agreement with its execu-
tive administration team.

Tuttle also can receive 
bonuses if certain metrics 
are met for enrollment 
increases, standardized 
test score performances 
and budget adherence.

“These are high-rigor 

achievements that will be 
measured against our 
peer districts,” President 
Sean Cotton said. 

The district also will 
pay 6.5 percent of 
Tuttle’s salary into a tax-
sheltered annuity annu-
ally, whereas Dean 
received 11 percent.

Tuttle has been super-
intendent in Owosso 14 
years, serving before 
that as a teacher, coach, 
technology director and 
principal in the Corunna 
and Ovid-Elsie school 
districts.

She earned her under-
graduate degree from 
Alma College and a mas-
ter’s degree and doctor-
a te  f rom Cent ra l 
Michigan University.

Tuttle told the board 
during her interviews 
that 14 years ago when 
she became superinten-
dent in Owosso the dis-

trict had a fund equity 
below 3 percent and was 
looking at $6 million in 
defi cit spending. Today, 
the district has an 18 per-
cent fund equity and vot-
ers approved a $45 
million bond to build a 
new consolidated middle 
and high school. GPPSS 

will see its fund balance 
drop to slightly over 8 
percent after upcoming 
budget adjustments are 
approved (see story on 
this page).

Tuttle was one of 39 
applicants for the posi-
tion. The board inter-
viewed seven candidates 

before settling on two 
f inal ists .  She said 
GPPSS was the only dis-
trict to which she 
applied, noting her 
mother is a native 
Pointer and she still has 
family here, including a 
cousin who is co-owner 
of Cadieux Cafe.

CONTRACT:
Continued from page 1A

THE GROSSE POINTES 
— The guidelines the 
Grosse Pointe Public 
School System will use to 
set its 2024-25 fi scal year 
budget are now in place.

The Board of Education 
approved the budget 
parameters on a 7-0 vote 
at its meeting Tuesday, 
Jan. 16.

Board policy states the 
parameters set “the pref-
erence of the board in 
advance of budget devel-
opment to avoid ambigu-
ity and to allow the 
community to have a 
clear view of the budget 
development process 
from its inception.”

The policy also says 
the parameters shall:
◆ identify specific 

fi nancial goals and objec-
tives,
◆ identify budget strat-

egies and
◆ be specifi c in terms 

of objectives while allow-
ing flexibility for the 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ’ s 
approach to budget 
development.

The 13 parameters 
address items including 
enrollment, student and 
staff safety, mental 
health services and 
healthcare cost contain-
ment.

One parameter in par-
ticular addresses any 
loss of federal or state 
aid, stating the district 

will reduce the budget 
“by an amount commen-
surate with those reve-
nues that were provided 
by nonrecurring federal 
aid, state aid or any pri-
vate or public grants.”

The issue there is the 
end of COVID-related 
federal dollars known as 
ESSER (Elementary and 
S e c o n d a r y  S c h o o l 
Emergency Relief Fund). 
The district has received 
some $15 million under 
the program and has 
$3.6 million that must be 
spent by September.

Keith Howell, execu-
tive director of teaching 
and learning, told the 
b o a r d ’ s  B u d g e t 
Committee last fall that 
because those funds are 

ending, the district is fac-
ing a $4.4 million budget 
shortfall next year. That 
comes before accounting 
for any increases in 
wages, benefi ts, supplies 
or purchased services.

“So basically we either 
have to take $4.4 million 
from our fund equity or 
we have to cut some-
where e lse ,”  Vice 
President Ahmed Ismail, 
who was board president 
then, said at the time.

New this year is a 
parameter labeled “inno-
vative program offer-
ings.” It  calls for 
President Sean Cotton to 
establish an ad hoc 
Program Offer ings 
Committee to explore 
expanding the district’s 

early childhood educa-
tion career and technical 
education programs.

Another parameter 
says the board plans to 
ask voters to renew both 
the sinking fund and 
operating millages and 
provide the community 
with a comprehensive 
fi ve-year spending plan 
for sinking fund dollars. 
The sinking fund mill-
age, which expires this 
year, brings in around $3 
million a year at 1 mill. 
State law prohibits 
school districts from ask-
ing voters for more than 
2 mills.

An assessment con-
ducted by Plante Moran 
showed the district had 
around $250 million in 

critical needs to be 
addressed over the next 
decade.

T r u s t e e  C o l l e e n 
Worden, although she 
voted in favor of the 
parameters, expressed 
concern over the Budget 
Committee, saying more 
of that work should be 
done at board meetings.

Cotton said each of the 
district’s ad hoc commit-
tees will continue giving 
updates at board meet-
ings and that committee 
meetings are open to the 
public.

“The administration 
requested that we use 
committees in some cir-
cumstances, but all fi nal 
decisions will be made at 
the board level,” he said.

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

BoE approves budget parameters

THE GROSSE POINTES 
— Although enrollment 
and per-pupil funding are 
both up, labor contracts 
and other factors mean 
the Grosse Pointe Public 
School System will have to 
dip into its fund balance.

The district’s revised 
2023-24 fi scal year budget 

shows revenue of 
$104,436,793, with expen-
ditures of  $105,685,638. 
The difference of 
$1,248,846 will be taken 
from its fund balance. 
That will leave the fund 
balance at 8.08 percent, 
down from 9.62 percent 
last fall.

Brandy Pavlik, execu-
tive director of finance, 
told the GPPSS Board of 

Education at its meeting 
Tuesday, Jan. 16, that 
increased expenses are 
due to salary and benefi t 
hikes stemming from 
labor contracts the board 
negotiated with its bar-
gaining units last year and 
a 3 percent retention 
b o n u s  e m p l o y e e s 
received.

Pavlik also said revenue 
is expected to be $68,622 

higher than originally pro-
jected.

The district’s per-pupil 
foundation allowance is 
$11,295, a $458 increase 
over the 2022-23 aca-
demic year.

“Our unaudited enroll-
ment is at 6,436, which is 
down 50 from last year,” 
Pavlik said. “We were 
down 142 last year and 
702 the year before that.”

Enrollment, however, is 
almost 90 students higher 
than was projected last 
year.

“That’s a very encour-
aging sign,” Treasurer 
Terry Collins said. “That 
means we’re capturing 
more students than we 
thought and keeping 
more students.”

The budget adjustment 
also will refl ect a drop in 
Act 18 revenue of a little 
more than $513,000. That 
money comes from the 
Wayne County Regional 

Educational Service 
Agency from funds gener-
ated by the countywide 
education operating mill-
age.

“It’s center-based and 
pays for indirect costs 
such as processing pay-
roll,” Pavlik said. “It’s con-
stantly revolving and 
changing.”

The center in question 
is for special education 
services GPPSS provides 
to students from other dis-

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

GPPSS revenue, spending both up

See BUDGET, page 10A
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William Shall of the 
City of Grosse Pointe 
and Brandon Kreuter 
and Nicholas Muccioli 
of Grosse Pointe Woods 
were named to the 
Dean’s List for the fall 
semester at Lawrence 
T e c h n o l o g i c a l 
University.

  ◆◆◆
Lielyn Mercer and 

Oscar McWood of the 
City of Grosse Pointe 
and Mia Eugenio of 
Grosse Pointe Shores 
were named to the 
Dean’s List for the fall 
2023 semester at Miami 
University.

  ◆◆◆
Alex Pinter of Grosse 

Pointe Park was named 
t o  t h e  f a l l  2 0 2 3 
President’s  List  at 
Miami University.

  ◆◆◆
Emily Reed of the 

City of Grosse Pointe 
and Elizabeth Becker of 
Grosse Pointe Farms 
were named to the fall 

2 0 2 3  C h a n c e l l o r ’ s 
Honor Roll  at  the 
University of Tennessee 
at Martin. Reed earned 
highest honors (a GPA 
of 3.8 to 4.0), while 
Becker earned high 
honors (a GPA of 3.5 to 
3.79).

  ◆◆◆
Lauren MacKellar of 

Grosse Pointe Woods 
was named to the 
Dean’s List for the fall 
2023  semes te r  a t 
Stonehill College.

  ◆◆◆
Violet Whitmore of 

the City of Grosse 
Pointe, a communica-
tion arts major at Grove 
City College, was named 
to the Dean’s List for 
the fall 2023 semester.

  ◆◆◆
Emily Colen of Grosse 

Pointe Farms and Fiona 
O’Byrne  of  Grosse 
Pointe Woods were 
named to the Saint 
Mary’s College Dean’s 
List for the fall 2023 
semester.

  ◆◆◆
Michael Keelan of 

Grosse Pointe Woods 
completed require-
ments for a degree from 
Trine University at the 
end of the spring 2023 

semester. He earned a 
master’s degree in phy-
sician assistant studies.

  ◆◆◆
Anna Trempus  of 

Grosse Pointe Farms 
was named to the 
Dean’s List for the fall 
2023  semes te r  a t 
C o m m o n w e a l t h 
University.

  ◆◆◆
Abram Mercer  of 

Grosse Pointe was 
named to the Dean’s 
List for the fall 2023 
semester at Missouri 
State University.

  ◆◆◆
Audrey Grace Leo of 

Grosse Pointe was 
named to the Dean’s 
List for the fall semester 
at Iowa State University.
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tricts in the county. 
GPPSS special education 
students are covered by 
the district’s general 
fund, which receives per-
pupil funding the same as 
general education stu-
dents.

“We have to accept 
those students because 
we offer those particular 
services,” Pavlik noted. 
“We’re obligated to offer 
those services because 
we have the capacity to 
do so.”

Funding is based on the 

number of students, 
which in turn dictates the 
number of staff neces-
sary.

The board will vote on 
the budget amendment 
at its next regular meet-
ing,  scheduled for 
6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 
6, at Parcells Middle 
School. That is a change 
from the usual meeting 
spot, the multipurpose 
room at Brownell Middle 
School.

The board of education 
typically votes on two 
such budget amend-
ments per fiscal year, 
with the second coming 
in the spring.

BUDGET:
Continued from page 9A

PRIDE OF THE POINTES

Mia EugenioLielyn MercerNicholas Muccioli

Alex Pinter Emily Reed

The American Red 
Cross is experiencing an 
emergency blood short-
age as the nation faces 
the lowest number of 
people giving blood in 
20 years. Its blood sup-
ply has fallen to criti-
cally low levels across 
the country. Blood and 
platelet donors are 
urged to make an 
appointment to donate 
to help alleviate the 
shortage and help 
ensure lifesaving medi-
cal procedures are not 
put on hold.

The number of people 
donating blood to the 
Red Cross has declined 
by around 40 percent 
the past two decades. 
Between Christmas and 
New Year’s Day, the Red 
Cross experienced a 
nearly 7,000-unit short-
fall in blood donations. 

Currently, blood prod-
ucts are going to hospi-
tals faster than blood 
donations are coming in. 
As a result, the Red 
Cross has had to limit 
distributions of type O 
blood products — among 
the most transfused 
blood types — to hospi-
tals due to supply con-
straints. Donors of all 
types — especially those 
with type O blood and 
those giving platelets — 
are urged to give. 
Platelets are needed for 
cancer and trauma 
patients and must be 
transfused within five 
days of donation. 

“Small changes in 
blood donor turnout can 
have a huge impact on 
the availability of blood 

products and dramatic 
consequences for those 
in need of an emergency 
blood transfusion,” said 
Barry Siegfried, M.D., 
medical director of the 
Red Cross Michigan 
Region. “More chal-
lenges may lie ahead as 
the potential for severe 
winter weather and sea-
sonal illnesses like the 
fl u may compound the 
dire blood supply situa-
tion.” 

The shortage comes 
during National Blood 
Donor Month, which is 
celebrated each year 
since 1970, to honor 
those who give blood 
and encourage more 
donations during a his-
torically diffi cult time to 
meet the needs of 
patients. 

There are three ways 
to make an appointment 
to donate: 

◆ use the Red Cross 
Blood Donor app, 

◆ visit RedCrossBlood.
org or

◆  call  1-800-RED 
CROSS (800-733-2767).

Donors who give 
blood in January will be 
automatically entered to 
win a trip for two to 
February’s Super Bowl 
LVIII in Las Vegas. 
Included are a three-
n i g h t  h o t e l  s t a y , 
roundtrip airfare, $1,000 
gift card for expenses 
and other pre-game 
activities. For details, 
visit redcrossblood.org/
superbowl.

Emergency blood 
shortage may delay 
medical procedures
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When Jackson Rosati 
initially came up with 
the idea for Grosse 
Pointe Young Adults, he 
envisioned a group of 
friends coming together 
for fun, food and poten-
tially raising funds.

That’s exactly what he 
created with the non-
p r o f i t ,  w h i c h  i n 
November hosted its 
second annual fundrais-
ing event.

“I had an idea when I 
was in law school, 
almost two years ago, 
that I always wanted a 
charity event,” said 
Rosati, currently an 
associate with Fletcher 
Yoder, a law firm in 
Houston. “I thought we 
could organize it as a 
games  event  wi th 
friends, have a tourna-
ment. The winner would 
get money, but money 
would also go to char-
ity.”

Before that ball got 
rolling, Rosati upped the 
stakes.

“I thought, ‘Let’s try 
bigger, let’s try black 
tie,’” he recalled. “I 
could see the puzzle 
pieces in my mind. With 
all the connections to 
Grosse Pointe and with 
everyone coming to 
M i c h i g a n  f o r 
Thanksgiving, we want 
to see each other, go 
out, get dinner, go to 
bars.  So let ’s  get 
together, collect money 
and donate it to a char-
ity.”

Grosse Pointe Young 
Adults was formed for 
that specifi c purpose: to 
establish in young peo-
ple an early apprecia-
tion and commitment to 
giving back to the com-
munity. 

The inaugural event 
was hosted Nov. 23, 
2022, at Ford House and 
benefi ted the Center for 
Success. It was easier 
than Rosati thought it 
would be and its fol-
lowup, even easier.

The night before 
Thanksgiving 2023, the 
second GPYA charity 
event took place at The 
War Memorial and ben-
efited the Full Circle 
Foundation.

“It was so much fun 
with everybody recon-
necting,” Full Circle 
founder Mary Fodell 
said. “And it was so 
glamorous. … It was a 
huge thing they took on, 
raising awareness and 
teaching 20-year-olds to 
be philanthropic and 
give back.”

Tickets were $100 and 
allowed guests to enjoy 
pizza and drinks in 
between socializing and 
dancing. Funds also 
were raised through 
sponsorships, including 
MGM Grand Detroit, 
Ascension Health, Ralph 
Wilson Foundation and 

other heavy hitters.
Added Stephanie 

DiVirgil, Full Circle 
operations and pro-
grams coordinator, “It 
was so fun. Everybody 
looked so pretty. There 
were defi nite red-carpet 
vibes.”

“It’s the one night of 
the year to see every-
one , ”  sa id  Emme 
Kensora, GPYA vice 
president, “so everyone 
wanted to look their 
best.”

The sentiment was 
echoed in Fodell’s recol-
lection of one of Full 
Circle’s fi rst community 
events — a bridal fash-
ion show in 2009 — in 
which Kensora and 
other GPYA participants 
strutted their stuff on 
the runway.

“We wanted to give an 
experience to our kids,” 
Fodell said. “It wasn’t 
about making money. It 
was about giving our 
kids an experience. 
Emme wore her first 
communion  dress . 
That’s the full circle of 
it. It was our fi rst magi-
cal event. We only 
charged $25 a ticket and 
we sold out in one hour. 
It was at The War 
Memorial. We all had a 
great time.”

When searching for 
the latest benefactor, 
Kensora conducted an 
Instagram poll — the 
GPYA communication 
outlet of choice. The 
consensus was hands 
down Full Circle.

“So many people came 

back for Full Circle,” she 
said. “Everyone wanted 
that charity and I’m glad 
we picked it.”

The event garnered 
$20,000 for Full Circle, 
which provides opportu-
nities for increased inde-
pendence for individuals 
with special needs.

“It was a shot in the 
arm in the winter time,” 
Fodell said of the dona-
tion. “We can take a 
breath now. We’re try-
ing to get a new build-
ing, trying to help TEAM 

26. Right now we’re 
renting space at First 
English (Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in 
Grosse Pointe Woods). 
That money will help 
pay rent for the kids. It 
really helped big time.”

Added DiVirgil, “I was 
so impressed not only 
with the event and the 
money raised, but with 
the group of people who 
started so young learn-
ing the importance of 
giving back.”

Kensora, from Grosse 

Pointe Woods and a 
2017 graduate of Grosse 
Pointe North High 
School, said she hopes 
to make the fundraiser 
an annual event.

Rosati, who is from 
the City of Grosse Pointe 
and graduated from 
Grosse Pointe South 
High School in 2016, 
said he hopes the group 
accomplishes much 
more moving forward.

He also said he learned 
a lot starting GPYA, 
including the formation 
of bylaws and articles of 
incorporation.

“To be involved in an 
organization, you have 
to keep it organized,” he 
said, noting the group’s 
offi cial 501(c)3 status.

As Rosati currently is 
settling into a new job 
and lives in Texas, he’d 
like to get more Grosse 
Pointers involved on the 
board.

“One aspect we’re try-
ing to incorporate is, 
we’re Grosse Pointe 
Young Adults,” he said. 
“It’s me and a few others 
on the board. We’ll grow 
out of the positions soon 
when we become actual 
adults. We plan to cycle 
in younger persons from 
the grades below us to 
start. Ages 22 to 26 are 
on the board, so we’ll 
start outreaching to 
their groups.

“My youngest brother 
is a senior in high 
school,” he continued. 
“Hopefully when he’s 
out of college, this will 
be around for him. It 

gives a group of people 
the opportunity to serve 
at a point in their lives 
when they’re starting to 
make money. This is a 
good opportunity to get 
something going.”

Rosati said GPYA is 
not a membership-based 
group; anyone ages 22 
to 26 who wants to get 
involved is welcome.

“Right now, it’s our 
friends,” he noted. 
“We’re open for more 
people to come in. We 
have new positions on 
the board for people get-
ting involved.

“I really want the recy-
cling of young people 
into the group,” he 
added. “I want it to be a 
Grosse Pointe thing.”

As GPYA evolves, he’d 
also like to add other 
events in addition to the 
November fundraiser. 

“Once that becomes 
repetition, we’ll start 
expanding,” he said, 
“maybe with a summer 
event.”

“We’re happy with 
how it’s been going each 
year,” Kensora added. 
“We hope to bring more 
awareness to people.” 

Kensora said most 
GPYA contact is made 
through Instagram, 
though the group is 
working on establishing 
a website. Contact also 
may be made by email-
ing  grossepointey-
oungadults@gmail.com.

DiVirgil applauded the 
group for its efforts and 
the new relationship 
that has been estab-
lished with Full Circle, 
especially knowing sev-
eral GPYA participants 
were part of Full Circle’s 
fi rst bridal show fund-
raiser. 

“Now they’re mem-
bers of this extraordi-
nary nonprofit who 
raised money for us,” 
she added. “It’s a true 
full circle.”

Fodell also praised the 
group’s efforts.

“If you follow your 
heart and have good 
intentions, the commu-
nity will come together,” 
she said.

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Young adults get in on charitable giving

From left, GPYA President Jackson Rosati, Henry Burghardt, Treasurer Paul 
Boyer and Alessandro Bortolotti. Rosati said these cohorts were a big help with 
setting everything up and attracting sponsors.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF JACKSON ROSATI

Grosse Pointe Young Adults President Jackson 
Rosati and Vice President Emme Kensora attended 
the 2023 charity event.

PHOTO COURTESY OF MARY FODELL

Emme Kensora’s support of Full Circle goes back to 
2009, when she was a bridesmaid during Full 
Circle’s bridal fashion show. 
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By Grosse Pointe News Staff

Planners are back in style! The key to making 
planner use successful is to actually use it reliably 
and consistently. That requires making it a daily 

and enjoyable. 
Make sure you love your planner. If it doesn’t 

appeal to you or make you feel positive, you 
are less likely to remember to use it. Here are a 
couple of tips to help ensure that your new habit 
is successful:

• Color code dates and notes in a way that makes 
them pop. Perhaps use blue on dates for birthdays, 
red for doctor’s appointments, green for parties, 
etc. Whatever system helps you monitor your  
months is a winner! Increasing its effectiveness  
will encourage you to keep relying on it.

• Organize your to-do notes in a way that makes
most sense to you. Is it a weekly or monthly list? 
Jotted notes on due dates? There is no right way, 
just the best way for you. Don’t feel compelled to 
structure your planner in a traditional way if you 
have a better idea. It’s your planner and a very 
personal tool, so use it your way. 

• Always have a pen handy. Nothing is more
frustrating than to want to make a notation, and 

have nothing to write with. Put the pen right inside 
your planner, so it’s always there and ready.

One way to make organizing dates more fun is with 
one of the super-cute 17-month Lilly Pulitzer planners 
from Village Palm. Available in multiple sizes and 
a choice of several upbeat, colorful patterns, these 
beautiful agenda-keepers are divided into sections 
that help you conquer your busy schedule. 

Each weekly calendar separates the month by 
laminated tabs into “week-of” sections for planning 
the month at a glance. Each day has a large open 
box space for logging in appointments, lists all major 
holidays and has a lined “to do” column to set goals 
and write in tasks. These perky hard-cover books 
with delicate gold details and matching durable gold 
metal spirals are so pretty – you’ll never leave them 
behind!

A nice bonus to this planner is its additional 
accessories package. Featuring dozens of  colorful 
date-reminder stickers, a reinforced double-sided 
pocket page and an elastic band to keep it securely 

practicality nicely too. With pages for notes and 
addresses, vibrant artwork throughout and a mini 
travel journal, this handy book could make all 
the difference for a happier (and more organized) 
new year.

Village Palm is located at 17131 Kercheval Ave., 
in Grosse Pointe. Call the shop at (313) 882-7256 or 
visit shopvillagepalm.com online or @villagepalm 
on Instagram.

START THE YEAR RIGHT WITH A HANDY SCHEDULING TOOL

HAPPY TIMES AHEAD

This adorable Lilly Pulitzer 146-page 
planner from Village Palm, above, is just one of 
the cute patterns and sizes available.

Keep important dates on point in 2024

It’s a Plan!
BEAUTIFUL BEGINNINGS

Lilly Pulitzer planners from Village Palm, 
above, come in several styles and colors.

Our
Wedding 

day!

HONEY

MOON
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Village Palm
17131 Kercheval, GP  •  shopvillagepalm.com 

(313) 882-7256 •  IG @ villagepalm
•

yourdigitalplanner.co

WHERE TO SHOP:

Time management tips keep life running smoothly

Another great option for 
keeping life on track is a 
cool digital calendar/planner. 
There are so many styles and 
beautiful designs available 
just by searching the web.  
From the romantic to the 

planner to your personality. 
There are even kits online so 
that you can design your own!

What’s great about a digital 
planner is you have it handy as 
long as you have your device 
with you. There are never any 
worries about leaving it in the 

or on the breakfast table as 
you rush out the door in the 
morning.

We explored one excellent 
option, offered from Your 
Digital Planner. It’s a compre-
hensive electronic scheduler 
that can be utilized on any 
digital device, unlike other 

It looks very much like a 
paper planner – but has  the 

virtual toolkit items familiar 
to desktop publishing. Delete, 
copy and paste capabilities 
along with tab organization 

covering over 500 pages 
make this planner a real time-
saver. You can easily change 
or update entries and jump 
to the page you are looking 
for by using handy tabs and 
hyperlinks.

Start by downloading a 
customizable template online 
at yourdigitalplanner.com. 
Selecting from three distinct 
planner styles/layouts and 
more than 50 landscape 
templates, it’s easy to put 
together a version of the 
planner that is aesthetically 
and practically suited to you. 

Then begin effortlessly 
navigating your planner 
to establish tasks through 
pre-set clickable hyperlinks 
(compatible with all styluses 
such as the Apple Pencil.)  

Before you  know it, you’ll 
be scheduling events for you 
and your family with the ease  
of having everything all in 
one convenient place.

When you subscribe to  this 
product — currently $49.90 at 
yourdigitalplanner.co, you’ll 
receive a new virtual planner 
annually, along with exclusive 
bonus offers and options.

For record-keeping, you can

also quickly download your 
calendar and retain it for 
lifetime access, including 
future years (2025, 2026 and 
beyond.)

The company provides  
detailed instructions on how 
to maximize the planner’s 
utility. This product is also 
compatible with various apps 
like Goodnotes, Notability, 
Noteshelf, Xodo and more.

SOURCE: yourdigitalplanner.com

schedule to be as productive as possible. Managing 
time more effectively can improve a your quality of 
work and provide a boost in productivity both at work 
and at home. 

better. Establishing and following a schedule of tasks 
is proven to also reduce stress. Gallup’s 2021 State 
of the Global Workplace report found workers in the 
United States and Canada ranked highest for daily 
stress levels of all groups surveyed. Some 57 percent 
reported feeling stress on a daily basis. Learning 
time management skills can be one factor that helps 
alleviate that anxiety.

Here are a few tips for time management that can 
easily get busy people on the road to being more 

Make lists 
Rather than keeping ideas or tasks in your head, jot 

down notes that you can organize into a schedule later. 
You can write them down on paper, in a digital notes 
application or within designated areas of a book-style 
or digital planner.

Prepare a task plan

the morning the next day, map out all the tasks you 
have and when they will be done. High priority tasks 

priority jobs. You’ll feel less stressed knowing the most 
important tasks are out of the way,

Avoid multi-tasking
Studies have shown that doing two or more things 

simultaneously tends to lead to none being done at full 
capacity. The more you multi-task, the more the end 
results will suffer. Clifford Nass, a cognitive scientist 
at Stanford University, found that when putting his 
students through a series of tests, high multi-taskers 

the relevant, something that multi-taskers should 
seemingly be especially good at. Nass also found that 
high multi-taskers had diminished powers of mental 

tasks.

Manage distractions
Distractions can put you on the path to 

procrastination. That is why you have to try hard to 
minimize distractions, whether it’s coworkers who 

are turned off. You also may want to block incoming 
emails. This way you will have a window of distraction-
free time to devote to a particular task.

Time your focus
According to a University of California study, it takes 

an average of 23 minutes to refocus when you’ve been 
distracted. To be effective, remaining in a focused 
state is essential. Set a timer so that you stay focused 
on a task for a particular period of time, such as 25 
minutes. You’ll get more done before you take a break. 
Similarly, Parkinson’s law states that work will expand 

constraints for certain tasks so you will work more 

For more help, seek out resources like seminars and 
books regarding improving time management skills. 
Investing some time upfront to learn good habits will 
save you hours over your lifetime.

GO DIGITAL FOR 
EVEN MORE 
CONVENIENCE AND 
EXTRA FEATURES

This comprehensive virtual planner, left 
and below, by yourdigitalplanner.co, is 
chock full of helpful features, sections, 
reminders and dedicated pages. From 

and scheduler.

Digital planners like this one allow you 
to customize views, tabs and even the 
color and look of your planner.
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MAKE VALENTINE’S DAY
MEMORABLE WITH A GIFT FROM...

Our Private Banquet RoomOur Private Banquet Room
is the perfect place to host your event!is the perfect place to host your event!

Our Private Banquet RoomOur Private Banquet Room
is the perfect place to host your event!is the perfect place to host your event!

Call to Reserve for your Special Day!

16930 Kercheval Avenue (bet. Cadieux & Notre Dame)

313-882-4555 • www.villagegrillegp.com

Bridal Shower • Rehearsal Dinner • Wedding Reception
Sports Event • Baby Shower • Business Meeting

Grosse Pointe’s Grosse Pointe’s 
Friend liestFriend liest

Family  RestaurantFamily  Restaurant!!
LUNCH • DINNER • SPORTS BAR • KIDS GAME ROOMLUNCH • DINNER • SPORTS BAR • KIDS GAME ROOM

Sp i l D !CCallll to Reserve ffor y
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w w w . c h o c o l a t e b a r - c a f e . c o m 032819

Custom Designs

20737 Mack Ave. (N. of Vernier)
Grosse Pointe Woods

Custom Custom 
Wedding Wedding 

CakesCakes 

For Your For Your 
Special     Special     

Day!Day!

313.881.2888 2020220202 737377773373773777377777777 MMMMM kk AA2288888
Fresh Baked on SiteFF

Grooms Cakes

McEachern—Balling

Ed and Mary Jane McEachern of Grosse Pointe 
Farms announce the engagement of their son, Alex 
Edward McEachern, to Tiffany Marie Balling, the 
daughter of Susan and Daniel Balling of Nantucket, 
Mass.

Miss Balling earned a Bachelor of Science degree 
from Sacred Heart University. She is an investor 
relations analyst for Atlantic Investment Management 
in New York City.

Mr. McEachern earned a Bachelor of Business 
Management degree from the University of Michigan. 
He is a national accounts manager for Johnnie-O in 
Raleigh, N.C.

The couple met in New York City and will reside 
in Raleigh.

A 2025 wedding is planned.

Alex McEachern and Tiffany Balling

McKeever—Raderman

Susan and Patrick McKeever of Grosse Pointe Park 
announce the engagement of their daughter, Deirdre 
Anne McKeever, to Will Garrison Raderman, the son 
of Mark Harris Raderman and Lori Anne Bernat of 
Dobbs Ferry, N.Y.

Miss McKeever earned a Bachelor of Music degree 
in performance and education from the University of 
Michigan. She is a music teacher at Hybla Valley 
Elementary School in the Fairfax County, Va., public 
school district.

Mr. Raderman earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
applied mathematics from George Washington 
University and a Master of Science degree in public 
health from University College London. He is an 
employment policy analyst at the Niskanen Center.

A May 2024 wedding is planned.

Deirdre McKeever and Will Raderman

ENGAGEMENTS

Blood drives
The American Red 

Cross hosts the following 
blood drives:
◆ 1 to 7 p.m. Thursday, 

Jan. 25, Cornerstone 
Baptist Church, 17017 12 
Mile, Roseville.
◆ 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Sunday, Jan. 28, St. Joan 
of Arc Catholic Church, 
21620 Greater Mack, St. 
Clair Shores.
◆ 4 to 8:15 p.m. 

Tuesday, Jan. 30, Mason 
Elementary School, 1640 
Vernier, Grosse Pointe 
Woods.
◆ 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Tuesday,  Feb.  13, 
Univers i ty  L igge t t 
School, 1045 Cook, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.
◆ 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

Thursday, Feb. 15, The 
War Memorial ,  32 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms.
◆  1  to  7  p .m. 

Wednesday, Feb. 21, 
Ardmore Elementary 
School, 27001 Greater 
Mack, St. Clair Shores.
◆  1  to  7  p .m. 

Wednesday, Feb. 21, 
Jefferson Masonic Lodge 
No. 553, 22000 E. 11 
Mile, St. Clair Shores.

Register at redcross
blood.org.

The Helm
The Helm at the Boll 

Life Center, 158 Ridge, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, 
offers a variety of classes 
a n d  p r o g r a m s . 
Registration is required 
at (313) 882-9600 for the 
following:
◆ New to Medicare, 7 

p.m. Thursday, Jan. 25.
◆ The movie “Woman 

in Gold” is shown at 
12:30 p.m. Friday, Jan. 
26. Cost is $3 for mem-
bers, $5 for nonmem-
bers, and includes 
snacks.
◆ Book Club, “Breaking 

the Age Code: How Your 
Beliefs About Aging 
Determine How Long 
and Well You Live,” 1 to 
2 p.m. Monday, Jan. 29, 
with facilitator Ann 
Eatherly.
◆ Watercolor Painting, 

11 a.m. to noon Tuesdays 
with instructor Linda 
Boyle. Jan. 30 is note-
cards; Feb. 27 is floral 
painting; and March 26 is 
landscape painting. Cost 
per class is $25 for mem-
bers, $35 for nonmem-
bers.
◆ Pastries and Puzzles, 

11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 31. Cost 
is $5 for members, $8 for 
nonmembers.

Library
The Grosse Pointe 

Public Library hosts a 
variety of programs. To 
register for the following, 
visit grossepointelibrary.
org.
◆ Readers’ Choice 

Book Discussion Group, 
11 a.m. to noon Saturday, 

Jan. 27, at Ewald, 15175 
E. Jefferson, Grosse 
Pointe Park.
◆ D&D Club, 1 to 4 

p.m. Saturday, Jan. 27, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.
◆ We Create with 

Procreate!, 10 to 11 a.m. 
Monday, Jan. 29, at 
E w a l d ,  1 5 1 7 5  E . 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.
◆ You Can Canva Too!, 

2 to 4:30 p.m. Monday, 
Jan. 29, at Ewald, 15175 
E. Jefferson, Grosse 
Pointe Park.
◆ Read, Rhyme & Play, 

9:30 to 10:30 a.m. and 11 
a.m. to noon Tuesday, 
Jan. 30, at Ewald, 15175 
E. Jefferson, Grosse 
Pointe Park.
◆ Baby Time, 9:30 to 

10 a.m. Wednesday, Jan. 
31, at Woods, 20680 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods.
◆ Storytime, 10:30 to 

11 a.m. Wednesday, Jan. 
31, at Woods, 20680 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods.
◆  Appy  Hour—

Connect, 3 to 4:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 31, at 
E w a l d ,  1 5 1 7 5  E . 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.
◆ Baby Time with Miss 

Jane, 9:30 to 10 a.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 1, at 
Central, 10 Kercheval, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.
◆ Storytime, 10:30 to 

11 a.m. Thursday, Feb. 1, 
at Central, 10 Kercheval, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.
◆ Reader Dog, 2 to 3 

p.m. Saturday, Feb. 3, at 
E w a l d ,  1 5 1 7 5  E . 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.
◆ Let’s Talk History 

with Jamon Jordan, 3 to 
4 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 3, 
at Ewald, 15175 E. 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

The Family Center
The Family Center and 

University Liggett School 
present ULS Substance 
Misuse Prevention Week 
Parent Information 
Night, from 7 to 8 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 30, at 
Liggett, 1045 Cook, 
Grosse Pointe Woods. 
Expert panelists John 
George and Leslie 
Lundahl, Ph.D., will dis-
cuss drug trends, signs of 
drug use, ways families 
can talk openly about 
drug and alcohol misuse 
and available resources 
for those seeking mental 
health or addiction recov-
ery or support. Frank 
Wilberding, a licensed 
social worker, will mod-
erate the panel. For infor-
mation,  cal l  (313) 
884-4444, Ext. 303, or 
email skost-cox@uls.org.

The Family Center 
presents QPR Suicide 
Prevention Training, 

AREA ACTIVITIES

See EVENTS, page 6B

The year was 1949. 
Gas was about 27 cents a 
gallon, a new home could 
be purchased for less 
than $8,000 and on the 
shores of Lake St. Clair 
in Grosse Pointe Farms, 
a priceless community 
asset — the Grosse 
Pointe War Memorial 
Association — was estab-
lished. 

This year marks 75 
years of The War 
Memorial and with it 
comes a time for celebra-
tion. Kicking off its dia-
mond anniversary year, 
The War Memorial’s 
Winter Brunch and 
Concert Series presents 
a lineup of musicians 
spanning classical to jazz 
genres. The series began 
Sunday, Jan. 21, with the 
music of Detroit-based 
jazz pianist  Scott 
Gwinnell and vocalist 
Emma Aboukasm. It 
continues Sunday, Feb. 
25, with Ramona Collins 
and the Cliff Monear 

Trio; Sunday, March 10 
with Chamber Soloists of 
Detroit; and Sunday, 
April 21 with jazz clari-
netist Dave Bennett. 

All performances in 
this series feature a gour-
met brunch and take 
place in the Fred M. 
Alger Center at The War 
Memorial, 32 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms. 

“As we begin to cele-

brate our 75th anniver-
sary, there will be 
countless opportunities 
for our community to 
come together and join 
in,” War Memorial 
President and CEO 
Maria Miller said. “From 
veteran-focused events 
to dances, a gala and 
concerts, your War 
Memorial is the happen-
ing spot for 2024 and 

beyond. I hope to see 
both new and familiar 
faces in the coming 
months.” 

The War Memorial 
presents a broad range 
of programming and top-
shelf experiences that 
promise to entertain, 
engage and inspire. 
Friday, Feb. 2, brings 

Winter concert series helps kick off 
War Memorial’s 75th anniversary

See 75TH, page 6B
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Mary Ellen Sloan 
Blondin

Mary Ellen Sloan 
Blondin, 86, passed away 
peacefully Saturday, Jan. 
13, 2024, after a battle 
with Parkinson’s disease. 
She received remarkable 
attention from the 
Memory Care staff at 
American House — 
Lakeshore, where she 
resided the past three 
years. She spent her fi nal 
days surrounded by lov-
ing family and friends. 

Mary Ellen was born 
May 24, 1937, in Detroit, 
to Arthur and Mary 
E l i z a b e t h  ( n e e 
McKinnon) Sloan. She 
g r a d u a t e d  f r o m 
Dominican High School 
in 1955, and received her 
Bachelor of Arts degree 
in social work from 
Aquinas College in Grand 
Rapids in 1959. She ulti-
mately earned a Master 
of Arts degree in educa-
tion from Wayne State 
University, and did so 
after becoming a mother 
to fi ve daughters. 

During her freshman 
year at Aquinas, Mary 
Ellen met the love of her 
life, John Blondin. They 
wed Aug. 16, 1958, and 
were married for 62 years 
until John’s passing in 
2020. In addition to being 
a dedicated mother, her 
favorite role was as 
“Mimi” to her 15 grand-
children. In 2021, she 
became a great-grand-
mother — another girl 
appropriately — to round 
out her Irish clan, who 
were her unparalleled 
pride and joy. 

Mary Ellen began her 
career as a social worker 
at Northeast Guidance 
Center in Detroit. While 
raising her busy family, 
Mary Ellen returned to 
school, earning a mas-
ter’s degree and special 
certifi cation as a Title I 
teacher. She taught third 
grade in Detroit for many 
years at St.  John 
Berchmans Catholic 
School, St. Matthew 
Elementary School and 
Goodale Elementary 
School until her retire-
ment in 1999. 

Mary Ellen and John 
were fortunate enough to 
spend their summers at 
the family cottage in St. 
Ignace, the fi rst town in 
the Upper Peninsula. 
Visiting her family’s mod-
est cottage since she was 
born, their summer resi-
dence became Mary Ellen 
and John’s favorite spot 
on earth. They even 
coined their little slice of 
paradise “Green Castle 
on the Boulevard” after 
the Sloan family’s ances-
tral home in Ireland. 
Mary Ellen and John 
spent every warm sum-
mer afternoon at the cot-
tage, gathering for beach 
p a r t i e s  w i t h  t h e 
McCarthys, McPhees and 
other close friends, or on 
the front porch enjoying 
a glass of moscato or 
scotch as they watched 
the freighters and sail-
boats pass through the 
Straits of Mackinac.

Mary Ellen’s faith, fam-
ily, friends and affinity 
for her Irish heritage 
remained key pillars 
throughout her life. She 
attended Mass each week 
at St. Ignatius during 
summers in St. Ignace 
and also was an active 
member of St. Matthew’s 
parish, where her chil-
dren attended elemen-
tary school until her 
family moved to Grosse 

Pointe in 1986. She also 
was a Eucharist ic 
M i n i s t e r  a t  S t . 
Philomena’s until its 
closing in 2018, after 
which she became a 
member of St. Clare of 
Montefalco Catholic 
Church. 

She spent several years 
as a regular volunteer 
usher at the Fisher 
Theater and with On The 
Rise Bakery Cafe, a pro-
g r a m  w i t h i n  t h e 
Capuchin Soup Kitchen. 
She was a proud member 
of the Irish Catholic fra-
ternal organization, the 
Ladies’ Ancient Order of 
the Hibernians — Ethel 
Kennedy Chapter. 

She also never missed 
an opportunity to wear 
her “Irish green” for any 
occasion and was always 
certain to throw a St. 
Patrick’s Day party 
where everyone was wel-
come, complete with 
corned beef and cabbage, 
soda bread and Irish cof-
fee. 

Mary Ellen enjoyed the 
blessing of having several 
lifelong, dear friends, 
especially her “potluck” 
gals, a set of high school 
friends who all settled in 
metro Detroit. They 
annually gathered as cou-
ples near the holidays for 
a rowdy Christmas party 
and shared countless life 
events together, includ-
ing baptisms, commu-
nions, graduations, 
weddings and baby show-
ers. Her friends lovingly 
checked in with Mary 
Ellen in her final days, 
where the continued love 
and bond between them 
was evident.

She will be dearly 
missed by so many, espe-
cially her daughters, 
Michele Blondin Haji-
Sheikh (Ali), Brigid 
Gentile (Tim), Katy 
Walsh (Chris) and Meg 
Leonard (Billy). She also 
leaves behind her grand-
children, Tory (Tori), 
Chasen (Katharine) and 
Tevyn (Megan) Gentile; 
Jesse (Lindsay), Abbey 
(Pat), Benjamin, Matthew 
and Emilie Haji-Sheikh; 
Molly and Annie Walsh; 
and Kathryn, William, 
Elisabeth and Jack 
Leonard; great-grand-
d a u g h t e r ,  P a l m e r 
Gentile; sisters-in-law, 
Kathy Blondin-Stone 
(Bill), Pam Blondin 
Lenhard (Harry), Bette 
Blondin and Sue Blondin 
(James); and many 
beloved nieces, nephews 
and dear friends. She 
was predeceased by her 
parents, Arthur and Mary 
Elizabeth; husband, 
John; brother, Dan Sloan 
( L a n a ) ;  d a u g h t e r , 
Maureen Brady (Kevin); 
and cherished grand-
daughter, Clare Walsh. 

A funeral Mass for 
Mary Ellen will take place 
at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 3, at St. Clare of 
Montefalco Catholic 
Church, 1401 Whittier, 
Grosse Pointe Park. 
Visitation will take place 
at 9:30 a.m. at St. Clare, 
for one hour before Mass 
begins. Her family 
requests that guests don 
a “wee bit o’ green” at the 
funeral to honor Mary 
Ellen’s love of the Irish. 

In lieu of fl owers, dona-
tions may be made to the 
Capuchin Soup Kitchen/
On The Rise Bakery Cafe 
ministry, 1820 Mount 
Elliott, Detroit, MI 48207, 
or cskdetroit.org/ways_
to_give/monetary_gifts.

Share a memory at 
verheyden.org.

Roland Lucien 
Meulebrouck

R o l a n d  L u c i e n 
M e u l e b r o u c k ,  8 9 , 
passed away Sunday, 
Jan. 21, 2024. 

He was the beloved 
husband of the late 
Sharon ;  cher i shed 
father of Neal (the late 
Sharon) and Brian 
(Denise); and adored 
grandfather of Chloe, 
Chase, Caden, Maya 
and Ava. 

Visitation for Roland 
takes place 4 to 8 p.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 25, at 
A.H. Peters Funeral 
Home, 20705 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods. 
He will lie in state at 
11:30 a.m. Friday, Jan. 
26, at the funeral home, 
followed by a funeral 
service at noon. 

Roland will be laid to 
rest at Resurrection 
Cemetery in Clinton 
Township.

Aphrodite Roumell
Aphrodite Roumell, 

92, passed away peace-
fully Tuesday, Jan. 2, 
2024, in Grosse Pointe, 
where she resided most 
of her married life.

Born July 27, 1931, in 
Lewiston, Maine, she 
grew up in Portland, 
Maine, as the youngest 
of nine children. She 
was attending Boston 
University when she 
met George Roumell, 
who was attending 
Harvard Law School. 
They went on a blind 
date and George almost 
proposed to her on the 
spot, telling her never to 
go out with anyone else. 
They married and set-
t led  near  Detro i t , 
George’s hometown. 
She never forgave him 
for taking her away 
from summers by the 
ocean, so every summer 
involved a trip to Maine, 
a place forever in her 
heart.

She was fl uent in four 
languages and had a 
working knowledge of 
Latin as well. A devoted 
and beloved part-time 
French and Spanish lan-
guage teacher, students 
kept in touch long after 
the classes ended. With 
her grandchildren and 
daughters, she was 
found gently correcting 
their grammar. She 
completed New York 
Times Crossword puz-
zles every day. A lin-
guist to the core, she 
emphasized the impor-
tance of understanding 
the cultures that sur-
rounded language as 
well. 

Aphrodite was presi-
dent of the Alliance 
Française de Grosse 
Pointe. She received an 
honor from the French 
government for her 
work to preserve the 
French language and 
culture. For years, the 
highlight of many adults 
in her community was 
her weekly, salon-style 
class in conversational 
French, all about French 
literature and culture, 
for which she had a 
waiting list. 

Along with her hus-
band, Aphrodite was 
active in politics and 
threw legendary fund-
raisers. Believing in the 
value of informed vot-
ers, the Grosse Pointe 
League of  Women 
Voters ,  where she 
served as an officer, 

benefi ted from her tal-
ent. 

Tennis, her gardens 
and being a great cook, 
especially of Greek cui-
sine, also were her pas-
sions. Her family and 
friends adored her and 
she them. 

She is survived by her 
h u s b a n d ,  G e o r g e 
Theodore Roumell Jr.; 
daughters ,  Andrea 
Dickson (Bart) and Lisa 
R o u m e l l  ( M a r k 
Rosenthal); grandchil-
dren, Alexandra Cheng 
(Royce), Alana Dickson, 
Rebecca Rosenthal and 
Ali  Rosenthal;  and 
great-grandchildren, 
Zoe and Ellie Cheng. 
She was predeceased by 
her eight siblings. 

A celebration of her 
life will be held in a pri-
vate ceremony.

Patricia J. Gitre
Patricia J. Gitre, 87, 

affectionately known as 
Patti to friends and fam-
i l y ,  p a s s e d  a w a y 
Saturday, Jan. 13, 2024, 
in her hometown of 
Detroit, due to a stroke. 

Born May 29, 1936, to 
Lionel and Frances 
DeWulf ,  both now 
deceased, Patti’s life was 
marked by her bound-
less optimism, loving 
nature and friendly 
demeanor that drew 
people from all walks of 
life to her.

Patti was a proud 
alumna of the University 
of Detroit, where her 
thirst for knowledge and 
love for her community 
were evident. Her edu-
cational journey laid the 
foundation for a life 
characterized by service 
a n d  e n g a g e m e n t . 
Alongside her beloved 
h u s b a n d ,  R o b e r t 
Quarters, with whom 
she shared four wonder-
ful daughters, Patti co-
owned and operated Mr. 
Q. Travel, a premier 
travel  agency that 
gained national recogni-
tion. Through their joint 
venture, Patti and Bobby 
were fortunate to travel 
extensively and experi-
ence the richness of 
diverse cultures and 
places.

Her heart always full 
of love, Patti’s family 
was the centerpiece of 
her world. She was the 
cherished mother of 
Susan Brown, Katherine 
Scherer (James), Betsy 
Schulte (Frank) and 
Amy Askew (Tim). Patti 
took immense joy in her 
role as a grandmother to 
R o b e r t  S c h e r e r 
(Brittany), Colin Brown, 
Scott Brown (Nicolette), 
Anna Harbour (Kevin), 
Jack Schulte (Ariella), 
B r a d l e y  S c h e r e r 
(Alecxis), Jodi Askew, 
Ellen Brown, Patricia 
Scherer, Henry Askew 
and Sally Askew. Her 

warmth and guidance 
were beacons that will 
continue to shine in the 
lives of her family mem-
bers.

Patti’s life was one of 
active engagement, not 
only with her family but 
also with her commu-
nity. She dedicated 
countless hours to vol-
unteering, contributing 
her time and talents to 
organizations such as 
the Christ Child Society 
a n d  B e a u m o n t 
Assistance League. Her 
commitment to service 
was a testament to her 
compassionate spirit 
and desire to make a 
positive impact on the 
lives of others.  

Her zest for l ife 
extended to her personal 
interests as well. Patti 
was an avid walker, 
which refl ected her phi-
losophy of moving for-
ward with grace and 
resilience. She was an 
enthusiastic member of 
several book clubs, shar-
ing her love for litera-
ture with friends. Golf 
was another pastime 
Patti enjoyed, along with 
the serenity of her 
homes in Palm Desert, 
Harbor Springs and 
Grosse Pointe. Her 
homes were hubs of hos-
pitality where she loved 
to entertain and create 
cherished memories 
with her family and wide 
circle of friends.

Patti’s legacy is one of 
love, laughter and the 
pursuit of a life well 
lived. She was a loyal 
friend and a devoted 
mother, grandmother 
and great-grandmother 
whose infl uence will be 
felt for generations to 
come. Her memory will 
be carried forward in the 
stories shared, lessons 
taught and love she gave 
so freely.

Patti was predeceased 
by her first husband, 
Robert Quarters; second 
husband, James Gitre; 
and brother, Donald 
DeWulf. She also is sur-
vived by her sister, Karol 
Hamel, who, along with 
the rest of the family, 
will miss her dearly.

Patti’s life story is one 
that will be recounted 
with smiles and a sense 
of gratitude by those 
who knew her. As her 
family bids farewell to 
who they call a remark-
able woman, they are 
reminded of the joy she 
brought into their lives 
and the enduring spirit 
of kindness she embod-
ied. Her memory will 
continue to inspire them 
all to lead lives full of 
love, friendship and gen-
erosity.

In accordance with 
Patti’s wishes, a private 
ceremony for the imme-
diate family was be held. 
A celebration of Patti’s 
life will follow in the 
spring, where friends and 

loved ones will gather to 
honor her memory and 
the legacy she leaves 
behind.

In lieu of fl owers, dona-
tions are welcome at the 
Bon Secours Hospital 
Chapel, Attn: Fr. Rich 
Bartoszek, 468 Cadieux, 
Grosse Pointe, MI 48230.

Share a memory at ver-
heyden.org.

James Gibbs
James Gibbs, 69, 

passed away peacefully 
Friday, Jan. 19, 2024, at 
his home in St. Clair 
Shores.

James, also known as 
Jamie or Jim, was born 
Feb. 8, 1954, in Detroit, to 
Philip and Constance 
Gibbs. He graduated 
from Grosse Pointe South 
High School in 1972, and 
a t t e n d e d  W e s t e r n 
Michigan University.

He spent 40 years 
employed by The Grosse 
Pointe War Memorial 
Association, retiring in 
2021. He considered fel-
low War Memorial co-
workers his “other” 
family. Their support and 
friendship meant the 
world to him.

James is survived by 
his brother, Philip C. 
Gibbs Jr.; sister, Patty 
Fox (Tim); nieces, Jackie 
Lentine (Antonio), Julie 
Foran (John) and Sarah 
Terpstra (Nick); and 
nephews, Van Fox 
(Karen) and Rodgers Fox 
(Candice). He was prede-
ceased by his sister, 
Suzanne Henderson.

A celebration of Jamie’s 
life will take place at a 
later date.

Anne M. Schultz
Anne M. Schultz, 74, 

died Thursday, Jan. 18, 
2024, in Grosse Pointe. 

Anne was the loving 
wife of Bill; dear mother 
o f  Jenn i fe r  Bray 
(Timothy),  Andrew 
Schultz (Stephanie) and 
William C. Schultz; 
beloved grandmother of 
Claire Schultz, Katie 
Schultz, Samuel Bray 
and Zachary Bray; and 
cherished sister of 
Maureen Vree land 
(Richard) and Elizabeth 
White (James). 

Visitation and funeral 
services were held at 
Chas. Verheyden Inc., 
Grosse Pointe Park. 

In lieu of flowers, 
memorial contributions 
may be made to the 
American Parkinson 
Disease Association, 
a p d a p a r k i n s o n . o r g /
get-involved/ways-to-
give/ or Alzheimer’s 
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  b i t .
ly/3O9lsBF.

Share a memory at 
verheyden.org.

Aphrodite RoumellRoland L. MeulebrouckMary Ellen Blondin

Patricia J. Gitre James Gibbs Anne M. Schultz

See OBITS, page 6B
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Worship Service

Worship Sunday
at 10:00 am

Rev. Richard Yeager-Stiver
An Open & Affi rming Church

240 Chalfonte G.P. Farms
313-884-3075 • www.gpcong.org
WE HAVE AN ARTS MINISTRY

Grosse Pointe
Congregational

Church
(United Church of Christ )

012524

SUNDAY
8:30 a.m. - Bible Study

9:30 a.m. - Worship Service
Sunday School - During Service

WEDNESDAY
10 a.m. - Bible Study

7 p.m. - Worship Service
Randy S. Boelter, Pastor
Making New Disciples-
Building Stronger Ones

Christ the King
Lutheran Church

and Preschool
Mack at Lochmoor • 884-5090

www.christthekinggp.org
15020 Hampton15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park, Grosse Pointe Park, 
Michigan 48230-1302Michigan 48230-1302

AAmbrosembrose
SSaintaint

CCatholic atholic CChurchhurch

MassesMasses
 2/12/1 Thursday —   Thursday —  7:00 p.m.7:00 p.m. - Candlemas Eve/Candle Blessing- Candlemas Eve/Candle Blessing

 2/22/2 Friday —  Friday — Noon - Noon - Funeral MassFuneral Mass 
 2/32/3 Saturday —  Saturday — Noon - Noon - Scripture Service & Throat Blessing
             4:00 p.m. -             4:00 p.m. - Vigil Mass & Throat Blessing

 2/4 2/4 Sunday —  Sunday — 8:30 and 11:15 a.m.8:30 and 11:15 a.m. MassMass

(313) 822-2814 • stambrosechurch.net • facebook.com/stambroseparish
      Saturday Vigil is streamed online at 8:00 a.m. Sunday on our facebook page   

St. Michael’s Episcopal Church
sharing the Light of Christ 

Jan 28 ~ Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
Come as you are, 

for God's embrace is wide
Sunday Worship at 10 am 

followed by Coffee Hour in the parish hall

    20475 Sunningdale Park               313.884.4820   
      Grosse Pointe Woods             stmichaelsgpw.org     

Richard Landuyt

Richard Landuyt, 90, 
passed away peacefully 
Saturday, Jan. 20, 2024, 
surrounded by his family. 

Richard was a lifelong 
resident of Grosse Pointe 
Park. He served in the 
U.S. Army during the 
Korean War and came 
back to Grosse Pointe to 
marry his high school 
sweetheart ,  Sylvia. 
Together they raised six 
children.

Richard was prede-
ceased by his wife, 
Sylvia. He leaves behind 
six chi ldren,  Rick 
(Andrea), Renee, Shelley 
Wagner, Sue Glover 
(John), David (Helen) 
and Steven (Michael); 
nine grandchildren; nine 
great-grandchildren; his 
companion, Joan; and 
many other friends and 
community members.

Richard loved to fish 
with his best friend, Pete, 
and over the years they 
collected many good sto-
ries about their esca-
pades on Lake St. Clair.

Richard was a true ser-
vant/leader. Without ever 
seeking recognition, he 
led a lifetime of giving 
back to others with 
humility, kindness and 
good humor. For more 
than 20 years, he volun-
teered for St. Vincent de 
Paul, counseled youth in 
the prison ministry, 
served as treasurer for 
his condo association 
and, together with Sylvia, 
was active in the 
C h r i s t i a n  F a m i l y 
Movement, Cursillo and 
De Colores since 1968. 

He was a pillar of ser-
vice to his church, St. 
A m b r o s e  C a t h o l i c 
Church, where for 
decades he helped count 
and organize the weekly 
collections. St. Ambrose 
was where Richard 
attended high school, 

played football, met 
Sylvia, got married, bap-
tized his children, 
attended family wed-
dings and had Sylvia’s 
funeral. It also is where 
he will attend his final 
Mass as he makes his 
journey home.

Richard loved his com-
munity and his friends. 
He showed his family 
how to continue with life 
after Sylvia’s passing by 
fi nding joy and compan-
ionship with his new 
love, Joan. His lifetime of 
sacrifi ce, service and giv-
ing back was food for his 
soul. His family knows 
he will rest in peace in 
the knowledge that he 
led by example and left 
the world a better place.

A celebration of life 
takes place Saturday, 
Jan. 27, at St. Ambrose 
Catholic Church, 15020 
Hampton, Grosse Pointe 
Park, with a gathering at 
10 a.m., followed by 
Mass at 11 a.m.

Patrick Roy 
Donnellon

Patrick Roy Donnellon, 
70, passed away peace-
fully Tuesday, Jan. 9, 
2024, after an eight-year 
battle with Lou Gehrig ’s 
disease (ALS).

He was born Feb. 11, 
1953, in Detroit, to 
Bernard and Clare (nee 
DelGrego) Donnellon, 
both now deceased. 
Patrick met his beloved 
wife of more than 40 
years, Debra, at Finney 

High School. After grad-
uation, he continued his 
education with a nursing 
degree from Oakland 
University and pursued a 
career in hospital admin-
istration. He retired in 
2016, due to his diagnosis 
of ALS, to ensure his 
remaining time was 
spent with those he loved 
the most. Patrick had a 
deep passion for his fam-
ily, Detroit baseball, 
music and beach life.

He is survived by his 
wife, Debra; their three 
children, Melissa Hamolli 
(Andi), Matthew (Kristy) 
and Megan Ahee (Niko); 
the lights of his life, his 
seven grandchildren, 
Parker, Isabella, Avery, 
Ryan, Jackson, Nicholas 
and Mira; his siblings, 
Cathie Molitoris (Bob), 
Paul Donnellon and 
Laurie Batchelor; and 
many loving nieces and 
nephews. He was prede-
ceased by his parents; 
and brother, Mark. 

A memorial visitation 
was held at Kaul Funeral 
Home in St. Clair Shores. 
Memorial donations may 
be made to the ALS of 
Michigan, bit.ly/4b7tg0v

Beverly Jean 
Henry

Beverly Jean Henry, 
91, of St. Clair Shores, 
passed away Saturday, 
Jan. 20, 2024. She was 
born Aug. 1, 1932, to 
Friedrich Otto Tegtman 
and Mabel A. Tegtman 
(nee Montgomery), both 

now deceased. 
Beverly was prede-

ceased by her beloved 
husband, Raymond Leo 
Henry; and loving son, 
Paul David Henry. She is 
survived by her loving 
children, Katherine Lynn 
Henry, Jeffrey Scott 
Henry and Cynthia Rae 
Henry; loving grand-
daughter, Elizabeth Anne 
Henry; and loving sister, 
Jeanette Elaine Rhoades 
(nee Tegtman). She also 
will be greatly missed by 
many nieces and neph-
ews. 

Beverly graduated 
from Northern Illinois 
University with a degree 
in education. She spent 
many years as an ele-
mentary school teacher 
in the Grosse Pointe area 
and later became a 
licensed real estate bro-
ker in Grosse Pointe. 
Beverly was very active 
at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church and an avid vol-
unteer. She also enjoyed 
traveling and had the 
opportunity to travel all 
over the world. 

A memorial service will 
be held for Beverly at 10 
a.m. Saturday, Jan. 27, at 
St. Paul Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, 375 
Lothrop, Grosse Pointe 
Farms. 

In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations may 
be made in Beverly’s 
honor to the Alzheimer’s 
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  b i t .
ly/3O9lsBF, or Dementia 
Society of America, 
dementiasociety.charity
proud.org/donate.

Patrick Roy DonnellonRichard Landuyt Beverly Jean Henry

Continued from page 5B

OBITS:

from 7 to 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 7, at St. 
Clare of Montefalco 
Catholic Church, 1401 
Whittier, Grosse Pointe 
Park. Ages 15 and older 
are welcome. Attendees 
will learn to recognize 
suicide warning signs, 
understand ways to initi-
ate conversation and per-
suade and refer someone 
to the appropriate 
resources. Training is 
free, but registration is 
appreciated.  Email 
maryjo@familycenter-
helps.org. 

Star of the Sea
Our Lady Star of the 

Sea Catholic School, 467 
Fairford, Grosse Pointe 
Woods, will hold an open 
house 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. Sunday, Jan. 28. 
The event is for students 
in preschool, elementary 
and middle school grades 
and includes a tour of the 
school and a chance to 
talk with teachers and 
alumni. Call (313) 884-
1070 or visit starschool
grossepointe.org.

Rotary
The Rotary Club of 

Grosse Pointe hosts its 
next meeting at 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 31, at 

Village Grille, 16930 
Kercheval, City of Grosse 
Pointe. Cissie Cappola 
will offer her “new mem-
ber” presentation. Email 
grossepointerotary@
gmail.com.

GPAA
The Grosse Pointe 

Artists Association offers 
a variety of classes at its 
studio, located at The 
War Memorial ,  32 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms. To register for the 
following, visit grossep-
ointeartcenter.org.
◆ Fabric Dyeing with 

Ann Jacob, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 3.
◆ Landscapes in the 

Style of Claude Monet 
with Donald Cronkhite, 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Thursdays, Feb. 8, 15 and 
22.
◆  A c h i e v i n g 

P e r s p e c t i v e  i n 
Watercolor/Acrylic with 
Nancy Philo, 10:30 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 
10.
◆ Introduction to 

Japanese Woodblock 
Printing with Nobuko 
Yamasaki, 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 17. 
Deadline for registering 
is Feb. 1.
◆ Needle Felting Small 

Creatures with Ann 
Jacob, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 24.

EVENTS:
Continued from page 4B

together duo pianists 
Cliff Monear and Pierre 
Fracalanza for an eve-
ning of spontaneity and 
entertainment. For a bit 
of romance, perennial 
event Sing to Love 
returns Wednesday, Feb. 
14, as The War Memorial 
and Detroit Opera part-
ner to showcase young 
opera professionals per-
forming romantic gems 
from the opera and 
Broadway stage. 

Both events feature a 
gourmet multi-course 
dinner curated by 
Executive Chef Joe 
Paxton, specialty cock-
tails and more. Dinner 
begins at 7 p.m., fol-
lowed by a concert. 

New to The War 
Memorial this winter is 
the Mini Maestros Family 
Concert Series. Curated 
with young audiences in 
mind, the series offers a 
full suite of engaging and 
interactive musical expe-
riences that should get 
families dancing and 
singing. Coined as 
“candy-coated rock 
music for kids and adults 
alike,” Miss Paula and 
The Candy Bandits kick 
off the series with a War 
M e m o r i a l  d e b u t 

Saturday, Jan. 27. The 
s e r i e s  c o n t i n u e s 
Saturday, Feb. 24, with 
Stop, Bop, and Roll!, fea-
turing Sean Dobbins and 
Fr iends;  Saturday, 
March 16, with Six Mile 
Strings; and an Earth 
Day Celebration with Joe 
Reilly and Friends 
Saturday, April 20. 

Other key dates for the 
75th anniversary cele-
bration include: 
◆ Wednesday, May 22 

— The annual fundrais-
ing gala, An Evening of 
Red, White & Blue 
◆ Thursday, June 6 — 

80th anniversary of 
D-Day commemoration 
◆ Wednesday, July 10, 

to Wednesday, Aug. 21 
— Summerfest 

Also new in 2024 is the 
Historic House Fund, 
which focuses on the res-
toration and repair of the 
historic 1910 Alger 
House. For 75 years, the 
Alger House has been 
the home of The War 
Memorial. With the com-
munity’s help, this part 
of Grosse Pointe’s 
Michigan heritage can be 
preserved and the house 
restored to its former 
glory. 

For more information 
on all upcoming events 
and programs, visit 
warmemorial.org/event
calendar.

75TH:
Continued from page 4B

At 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 30, 
Grosse Pointe 
M e m o r i a l 
C h u r c h ,  1 6 
L a k e s h o r e , 
Grosse Pointe 
Farms, presents 
another evening 
of music played 
by husband-and-
wife musicians, 
Wei  Yu and 
Keun-A Lee, who 
are returning to 
the Music at 
Memorial series 
for a third time. 

Wei Yu is prin-
cipal cellist with 
t h e  D e t r o i t 
S y m p h o n y 
O r c h e s t r a . 
Keun-A Lee is a 
collaborative pia-
nist with several 
opera companies, 
i n c l u d i n g 
Chicago’s Lyric 
Opera, and a fre-
quent keyboard 
player for the 
DSO. 

There is no 
charge for admis-
sion.

Memorial hosts 
concert Jan. 30

Wei Yu

Keun-A Lee
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With the change of seasons and age,
old dooors do not work as well as they
used to. With expert care, they can be
restored to their original beauty, security
and ease of use for you to enjoy for
years to come.

Call us today! We can help...

• LOCK RESTORATION
• PLANE AND ADJUST
• NEW HARDWARE

Old-Door Specialist
Village Lock are experts in the repair and maintenance 

of the grand old doors of Grosse Pointe

01
25

24

18554 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe, Michigan 48236

villagelockgp@gmail.com • 313-881-8603

VILLAGE LOCK
& HOME REPAIR 

GROSSE POINTE ANIMAL ADOPTION SOCIETY
Animals Available for 
Adoption at gpaas.org
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
313-884-1551 OR www.gpaas.org

Ope n Hou s e Eve ry Sat u rda yOpe n Hou s e Eve ry Sat u rda y
10: 00a m-12: 00pm fo r Dogs & Cat s10: 00a m-12: 00pm fo r Dogs & Cat s

 MeetMeet
HANKHANK

Male,Male,
5 years old,5 years old,
Shepherd/LabShepherd/Lab

Mix, Gold,Mix, Gold,
80 lbs.80 lbs.

20542 Harper
(Lennon and Harper)

(313) 884-1551
www.gpaas.org

 Meet
 F ERRISF ERRIS

Male, 7 months old, Siamese Mix, Cream.Male, 7 months old, Siamese Mix, Cream.

The exact cause of eating disorders is 
not fully understood, but research sug-
gests a combination of genetic, biologi-
cal, behavioral, psychological and social 
factors can raise a person’s risk. 

According to the National Eating 
Disorders Association, “Starting at a 
young age, we begin to internalize mes-
sages that can lead 
to negative body 
image. Having a 
healthier body image 
is an important part 
of mental well-being 
and eating disorders 
prevention.”  

Here are seven 
things parents can do that may help pre-
vent disordered eating: 

Create a safe environment.
Make your home a safe space to dis-

cuss feelings, body image and pressures 
from school or friends, and promote 
open communication with your child in 
a way they will not feel judged. 

Model a healthy body image. 
Practice mindful eating habits, avoid 

dieting or extreme diets and avoid dis-
paraging comments about your own 
body or appearance. When our loved 
ones hear us saying negative things 
about ourselves, they judge themselves 
by the same ideals. Admire people for 
what they do, not how they look. 

Avoid restricting food. 
Do you restrict yourself from certain 

foods in front of your children or deny 
your children certain foods? Try not to 
categorize food as “good” or “bad.” 
Obviously, as a parent you want your 
child to eat nutritious food to support 
their growing body, but portraying food 
as off-limits develops thought patterns 
in young minds. Strive for a balanced 
diet and treats in moderation. The key is 
enjoyment and presenting a variety of 
food. 

Exercise for joy.
Do you exercise to burn calories or for 

the fun of it? Take time to reevaluate 
your feelings and thoughts about exer-
cise. You can choose to move for your 

heart health or for the pure joy of it, not 
to change the size or shape of your body. 
Do something together as a family. Go 
for a walk. Have fun.

Spend time on things you like and do 
well. 

The more you enjoy your life, the bet-
ter you will model individuality and 

independence — 
whether you are a 
black diamond skier 
or a fabulous jigsaw 
puzzler. Tell your 
children frequently 
that you love and 
accept them just as 
they are. This builds 

self-esteem and a positive self-image. 
Encourage critical thinking about 

social media. 
Talk with them about the pressure to 

“look a certain way” and how media 
images can be manipulated. What is 
their defi nition of attractiveness? Why 
should there be an ideal? Negative body 
image can correlate directly with the use 
of social media platforms.  

Know the warning signs. 
It is important to pay attention and be 

vigilant if you sense that something is 
wrong with your child’s eating behav-
iors. Weight loss, obsession with food or 
body image, skipping meals and exces-
sive exercise are all red fl ags. If you are 
worried, trust your instincts and talk to 
your pediatrician.  

Our children are watching us. What 
we do is more important than what we 
say. Showing our children what self-
acceptance looks like will make them 
less likely to search outside themselves 
to feel loved and safe. 

Lori Kehoe holds a master’s degree in 
clinical mental health counseling and is 
the clinical liaison for Sanford Behavioral 
Health. For more information, visit san-
fordbehavioralhealth.com 

The Family Center provides free pro-
grams and resources that help build 
happier, healthier families. Learn more 
at familycenterhelps.org.

7 things parents can teach children 
to help prevent eating disorders

A S K  T H E  E X P E R T S  By Lori Kehoe

The 21 Days of Jake Toy Drive, 
benefi ting Children’s Hospital of 
Michigan, honors the legacy of 
Jake Pennar of Grosse Pointe 
Woods. In 2018, at age 6, Jake 
was diagnosed with brain cancer. 
He started the toy drive while he 
was undergoing chemotherapy at 
Children’s Hospital. 

His heart broke when he saw 
all the children who, like himself, 
had to undergo treatment and 
lengthy hospital stays. He was 
particularly saddened that some 
children spent long days alone at 
the hospital while their parents 
worked. It was then Jake decided 
he wanted to help. 

After thinking about it, Jake 
decided he wanted to gift toys to 
patients in the oncology unit. His 
first year, Jake collected more 
than 500 toys. Since then, the toy 
drive has donated nearly 6,000 

toys. 
Sadly, Jake succumbed to can-

cer in 2021. His younger sister, 
Stacey, now leads the charge in 
his memory. Stacey’s goal this 
year is 4,021 toys, beating last 
year’s tally of 3,221 toys. She 
dreams to one day receive enough 
donations to gift a toy to every 
child receiving treatment at 
Children’s. 

The Pennar family invites 
everyone to participate in the 
drive. During the month of 
January, new toys — no weapons 
and no stuffed animals — may be 
dropped off Sundays at Grace 
Community Church, 21001 
Moross, Detroit, or through 
Wednesday, Jan. 31, at Whistle 
Stop Hobby and Toy, 21714 
Harper, St. Clair Shores. Toys 
also may be purchased via 
Amazon through Monday, Jan. 

29, or Stacey will do the shopping 
herself with Venmo donations @
JakePennar, until Tuesday, Jan. 
30. 

Find the Amazon Wishlist at 
a m a z o n . c o m / h z / w i s h l i s t /
Is/6WRXXX8SRQBB?ref_+wl_
share or by scanning the QR 
code.

21 Days of Jake toy drive underway

Above, Stacey 
Pennar holds her 
sister, Lindsey 
Pennar, in front of 
toys that have 
been collected so 
far at Grace 
Community 
Church.
Right, dozens of 
toys already have 
been collected 
during 21 Days of 
Jake, but more 
will be received 
through the end of 
January.

COURTESY PHOTOS
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Grosse Pointe GabbyGrosse Pointe Gabby
The Pulse Of The PointesThe Pulse Of The Pointes

Dear Gabby: I’m look-
ing for a good, mean-
ingful gift to give my 
grandkids.

The plastic toys and 
trendy things give 
instant gratifi cation but 
I feel like there’s more I 
could do. Is there an 
easy way to get some-
thing going for college 
funds?

— A Generous Grandma

Dear Generous,

Because a lasting way 
you can benefit your 
grandchildren is through 

a financial gift, I’ve 
enlisted the help of a 
fi nancial planner, Melissa 
Fradenburg, from Pearl 
Planning to best answer 
your question.

A meaningful way to 
invest in your grand-
kids’ future education is 
by gifting them with a 
529 college savings plan. 
This plan offers tax ben-
efi ts for you, and eases 
the fi nancial burden of 
higher education.

If your grandchild 
already has a plan, you 
can contribute as low as 
$25, and some plans even 

offer gift certifi cates. 
If you’re considering 

a larger gift exceeding 
the 2024 IRS limit of 
$18,000, you can lever-
age the five-year gift 
advance strategy, allow-
ing you to frontload up 
to $90,000 in a single 
year.

To make it even more 
special, consider per-
sonalizing your finan-
cial gift with a hat or 
hoodie from their favor-
ite college team. 

By gifting a 529 plan 
and using this strategy, 
you’re not only provid-

ing educational sup-
port but also securing 
their future.

It’s a meaningful way 
to invest in their success.

Remember that tax 
laws may change, so 
consult with a fi nancial 
advisor or tax profes-
sional for the most 
informed decisions.

— Melissa Fradenburg

Melissa Fradenburg, 
CDFA, AIF, is a Financial 
Advisor  wi th  Pear l 
Planning and can be 
reached at 313-486-9634 

and at melissa.fraden
burg@pearlplan.com

We love problem-solving 

and giving advice! Please 
send us your questions & 
problems to advice@
grossepointenews.com.

Dear Annie
by Annie Lane

DEAR ANNIE: In my 
dating life, I am often disap-
pointed. I’ll ask a guy to go 
on a date and he’ll agree to. 
Then we plan a date, and he 
doesn’t show up, so I end up 
by myself. I keep fi nding 
guys who don’t have the 
same values that I do. 

I believe what the Bible 
says, that you shouldn’t 
have sex before marriage. 
I even wear a purity ring 
on my fi nger and tell oth-
ers why it’s there. I want a 
man who works, doesn’t 
do drugs, believes in God 
and will take me out, not 
the other way around.

Yes, I have high stan-
dards, but I believe this is 
not asking a lot from 
anyone. 

How is one to stay pure 
in an impure world? I’m 
not lowering my standards 
for anyone, nor meeting 
them halfway. They are 
what they are, but I’m tired 
of being alone. — HIGH 
STANDARDS

D E A R  H I G H 
STANDARDS: I com-
mend you for having such 
strong convictions and for 
sticking to them unasham-
edly. Special people need spe-

cial people. While that might 
mean having to wait, remem-
ber it’s not time wasted to find 
that person who so perfectly 
aligns with you. 

Your faith seems to be of 
the utmost importance in 
your life. Perhaps your local 
church or a religion-focused 
dating app would be a good 
place to seek your next rela-
tionship.

DEAR ANNIE: My 
mother-in-law is 96 years 
old, and her daughter 
lives with her and has 
had a nurse assistant to 
help take care of her.

Her daughter refuses to 
let anybody come to her 
brother’s house where 
she is staying. 

My husband has been 
having many problems 
with his sister. She told him 
to call before he comes to 
see his mother and that 
anybody who wants to see 
her has to call and make an 
appointment. The sister’s 
children are the only ones 
allowed to see her or come 
as they please. 

My husband worries so 
much that he can’t see his 
mother when he wants to. 
His mother had to have 

both legs amputated and is 
not getting proper care. Is 
there anything we can do 
for him to see her? — 
WORRIED IN LOUISIANA

DEAR WORRIED: 
Your sister-in-law’s con-
trolling, cagey behavior 
feels like a red fl ag to me.

Your husband should 
communicate fi rmly and 
directly with this sister 
about their worries and 

figure out a plan that 
incorporates them more 
in their mother’s life and 
care. If this sister’s inten-
tions are pure she should 
clearly be open to some-
thing that would benefi t 
their mother.

Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2024 
CREATORS.COM.

Trying to keep faith in love

A meaningful gift for future plans

by Anna Lizer

Well, January has been a 
whirlwind and I’m not talk-
ing about the weather. I’m 
talking about FOOTBALL 
— between the University 
of Michigan winning the 
national championship for 
the fi rst time since 1997, 
and our beloved Detroit 
Lions “reporting” them-
selves eligible into the NFC 
championship game.

Where has everyone 
been watching? Let’s punt!

Between the Grosse 
Pointes and St. Clair 
Shores, there’s a variety of 
places to watch BIG sport-
ing events. They all pro-
vide different atmospheres, 
menus and crowds. 

In the Pointes, a legend-
ary (since 1917) game-day 
spot would have to be 
Rustic Cabins in the Park, 
which I hear has been serv-
ing up Honolulu Blue Kool-

Aid every Sunday.
Patrons can either shoot 

some pool or pull up a 
stool to the main bar while 
enjoying game-day snacks, 
views and cold beers. What 
a great neighborhood spot 
to root for the home 
team(s)! 

Heading north on 
Kercheval into The Village, 
you’ll find more great 
options: martinis, beer 
specials and loaded tots at 
Old Pony or great game-
day appetizers at The 

Whiskey Six, like nachos, 
wings and mac and cheese. 
Management even has 
been switching hours to 
accommodate game times.

And don’t forget the new 
kid on the block, Sidecar 
Slider Bar, offering a bar 
big enough to sling some 
sliders with all your friends, 
while watching multiple 
TVs — on the walls and in 
the booths. This place is 
sure to be filled with an 
energetic atmosphere.

From The Village, navi-
gate your way up to Mack 
Avenue where you’ll find 
another legendary spot in 

Grosse Pointe Farms for 
more than 45 years: Irish 
Coffee. You may not 
think it’s a game-day 
location, but I assure you 
it is exactly that.

Owner Mike Kennedy 
does a great job making 
sure his famous burgers 
are consistently coming off 
the grill to your liking, the 
entire duration of any 
game … and then some. 

The old-school bar area is 
always fl owing with both 
kinds of cheers — cold 
ones and loud ones! 

Continuing down Mack 
is the gathering space of 
the Woods, Telly’s Place, 

“where everybody knows 
your name.” Many great 
game days are had here, 
making it a true “Sunday 
Funday.” It’s an excellent 
bar space filled with 
enough seating to promise 
you won’t miss a play.

Make sure you order its 
amazing spinach dip. 
You’re welcome. 

When Mack Avenue 
turns into Greater Mack, we 
meet our neighboring city, 
St. Clair Shores.

First up is Firehouse Pub. 
Filled with fl atscreen-cov-
ered walls, they offer fun 
game-day giveaways and 
specials.

This pub has become a 
very popular game-day 
option, especially on 
Sundays with its brunch 
menu and Bloody Mary 
bar. And its pretzel bites 
are a must on every table 
at halftime.

With a bunch of chil-
dren, it’s very difficult to 
keep a car tidy or clean. 
One thing I take issue 
with (among many) is the 
charger situation. There 
seems to be one of two 
scenar ios :  F i f ty - f ive 
cords all over the car and 
somehow one works and 
Hunger Games ensues or, 
a full cord drought — not 
a single one to be found.

Now I don’t want to get 
into the weeds and dis-
sect why this happens 
(it’s always the kids’ 
fault), but I want a solu-
tion. Enter the retract-
able car charger that is 
stationed in your auxil-
iary power outlet. 

The USB retractable 

car charger has two 
retractable  charging 
cords, which pull out 
quite a ways and then 
retract back inside auto-
matically for storage.

The 180° rotation car-
charging adapter can 
rotate at any angle and 
the cords are long enough 
to cover the back seat.

There is also space to 
plug in a USB and a 
USBC cord, should you 
need more chargers 
(which I normally do). I 
like the simple design 
and the fact that it makes 
the car look less cluttered 
and disorganized. 

The cords actually 
charge the devices very 
quickly, which is a big 

plus. An even bigger plus 
is that the children will 
not take this charger out 
of the car because they 
think it’s permanent and 
it’s useless to them out-
side of the vehicle.

The Android type cord 
is basically useless for 
our family, but guests 
you have in your car may 
use it, and also this plug 
happens to charge my 
charger brick, which is a 
great thing to have when 
on trips and such.

Overall, this car char-
ger  costs  $25.99 on 
Amazon and does what 
it says it will. 

I t  provides a lot  of 
convenience and makes 
me feel a little pride in 

the  look  of  my car .  
Definitely a 5 alligator 
r e v i e w .  I t  m a y  n o t 
change your life drasti-
cal ly ,  but  we can al l 
use simple tweaks that 
help us stay on top of 
things.

We LOVE testing out 
new th ings !  Te l l  us 
about your favorite item 
or something you want 
us to try for you! Drop 
us a l ine at  media@
grossepointenews.com.

Food Gossip
by Nina Taormina

Telly’s spinach dip.

Irish Coffee burger.

Sidecar sliders.

Old Pony’s totchos 
loaded tots.

Game day

See FOOD, page 3C

5 Out Of 5
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Dining out recently 
has become far more 
expensive than it was 
b e f o r e  C O V I D - 1 9 
c losed restaurants , 
caused wine sales to 
tumble and altered how 
restaurants sell wine.

The old formula that 
once existed nationally 
of charging twice the 
suggested retail price 
in a restaurant for a 
young wine has been 
junked by many restau-
rateurs recently as they 
try to make greater 
profits from commonly 
available wines.

This means that not 
only are we paying 
more for ordinary wine, 
but we’re also being 
charged fees that have 
been imposed due to 
high costs restaurants 
face. The cost of entrees 
is up, taxes are up and 
new added fees have 
become quite a head-
ache.

In some cities, this 
has led to a backlash by 
diners unhappy about 
cost escalations. Before 
COVID-19, diners had 
some control over what 

they paid. In many 
cases, that has changed 
radically.

Assume this B.C. 
(Before COVID) sce-
nario for prices that a 
couple faced in a nice 
though not expensive 
restaurant:

Two entrees: $46

Two salads: $16

One shared dessert: 
$8

One bottle of wine: 
$25

The tab was $95 and 
rose to $103.55 after a 9 
percent tax. The final 
tab was $124.26 after a 
20 percent tip.

Af ter  COVID-19 , 
entrees are up $2 each, 
wine is up (say $8), a 3 
percent service fee has 
been added to cover the 
restaurant’s new costs 
and your check total 
with tip is now $144.15. 
The same meal you had 
pre-COVID is now $20 
more.

But it gets worse, as 
wine lovers  know. 

Imagine what kind of 
wine costs only $25 in a 
restaurant, where typi-
cal markups are three 
times retail. A $25 bot-
tle of wine probably 
sells in retail stores for 
roughly $10.

Imagine what hap-
pens when you go into 
a good restaurant and 
can’t find any bottle 
that you’d want for less 
than $60. (Even that 
isn’t a great wine.) 
After sales tax is added, 
that bottle is $65.40. 
Add a 20 percent tip 
and the price rises to 
$78.40. Ouch.

And that’s for a wine 
that probably sells at 
retail for roughly $24.

Wine prices in res-
taurants usually are 
much more than at 
retail. Since restaurant 
markups are rising, din-
ing out costs can be 
shocking. Consider the 
issue of tipping. Years 
ago when dining out, we 
normally tipped the wait 
staff 15 percent to 18 
percent. Lately 20-22 
percentis the norm. 
Some restaurateurs see 
even that as insuffi cient.

Tipping remains an 
American issue; it isn’t 
w i d e l y  p r a c t i c e d 
around the world. 

In high-end restau-
rants, tipping on wine 
m a y  b e  f i t t i n g . 
Sommeliers perform cru-
cial tasks such as remov-
ing old, fragile corks 

with aplomb and deter-
mining if a wine is sound. 

But with expensive 
wines (i.e., $200 bot-
tles), the real problem 
lies in the “routine” $20 
percent tip — especially 
when a wine is young 
and has been marked 
up significantly. I’m 
reluctant to give wine 
servers $40 just to 
remove a cork.

A good friend and 
sommelier  told me 
recently that he is more 
than satisfied if he gets 
$25 as a gratuity regard-
less of the actual cost of 
the wine. He has served 
wines that sold for 
$1 ,000  and  never 
expected 20 percent 
gratuity.

In any case, dining 
out has become almost 
prohibitive for people 
who like good wine, 
and friends who once 
dined out weekly now 
tell me they are rebel-
ling against high res-
taurant wine pricing 
and high expectations 
of a tip.

They’re not eating 
out as often as pre-
COVID.

Wine of the Week:
2022 Villa Maria sau-

v i g n o n  b l a n c , 
Marlborough ($14) —
Most quality sauvignon 
b l a n c s  f r o m  N e w 
Zealand sell for less 
than $20 per bottle. 
Part of this relates to 

the weakness of the 
New Zealand dollar, 
today worth only about 
63 U.S. cents. New 
Zealand sauvignon 
blanc can be a great 
value. Villa Maria is one 
of New Zealand’s most 
important, quality-ori-
ented brands. This ter-
r i f ic  example  has 
grapefruit, lime and pas-
sionfruit aromas, and 
it’s far better than most 

— a superb value. I 
bought several because I 
know it will only improve 
in two to three years, or 
more. I’ve seen it for less 
than $12.

To fi nd out more about 
Sonoma County resident 
Dan Berger, visit the 
Creators Syndicate web-
page at www.creators.
com. COPYRIGHT 2023 
CREATORS.COM.

A warm salad to pair 
with any delicious meat 
is divine. These cold tem-
peratures demand it. We 
are in the season of 
roasting and making the 
best of the vegetables 
that are in season.

Inventory can be dis-
appointing at some gro-
cery stores. Look for 
what’s in stock and just 
go with it. That’s what I 
did. This salad was fan-
tastic using what I could 
fi nd.

Za’atar is a deeply 
warming spice to make 
everything all the more 
better. Apples could 
also be an amazing 
addition. The chickpeas 
come out crunchy and 
the vegetables  are 
cooked to caramelized 
perfection.

I used tahini as the 
base for the dressing 
which is a sesame paste. 
It’s delicious with lemon 
and honey.

Leftover bread is also 
a great way to use it up 
and add texture to this 
salad. I freshened it up 

with avocado and baby 
spinach.

Also, I got four out of 
fi ve “oh Mom this is good.”

Cheers, Mombeau.

Brussels sprout, butter-
nut squash and chick-

pea salad

5 cups quartered brus-
sels sprouts

1 can chickpeas, 
rinsed and drained

2 cups peeled and 
diced butternut squash

1 tbsp Za’atar

1 tsp cumin

1 tsp salt

2 tbsp olive oil

2 cups baby spinach

1 avocado, sliced

2 tbsp olive oil

Preheat your oven 

to 425. On a large bak-
ing sheet, lay out the 
b r u s s e l s  s p r o u t s , 
squash and chickpeas. 
Drizzle with the olive 
oil, salt, Za’atar and 
cumin. Roast for 25 
minutes or until all the 
vegetables are slightly 
browned and the chick-
peas are crispy.

Lemon Tahini Dressing

Juice from 1 lemon

1 tbsp apple cider 
vinegar 

2 tbsp tahini

1 tbsp honey

¼ cup olive oil

Whisk together until 
combined. 

Roasted Bread 
Croutons

2 slices of stale bread, 
torn or cut into cubes

2 tbsp olive oil

Preheat oven to 375. 
Lay out the pieces of 
bread and cook for 10 
minutes or until crispy.

To assemble, in a 
large salad bowl, add 
the roasted vegetables, 
baby  sp inach  and 

tahini dressing. Top 
with your beautiful 
bread croutons and 
sliced avocado.

Courtesy of Mombeau’s Table

Wine  Talk
by Dan Bergerby Dan Berger

Warm winter salad

Wine tipping

SCS also is home to one 
of the biggest sports bars 
in the area. Shores Inn has 
been a game-watching 
go-to for decades. If you’re 
looking for a high-energy, 
loud-cheering, jersey-
wearing bar crowd, this is 

the place to be. Submit 
your Keno draws, start 
your bar tab, order your 
pizza and get comfortable, 
because you’re gonna be 
there a while. 

Obviously, these are just 
a few great spots. GP Eats 
& Treats on Facebook is 
the place to search for the 
perfect game-day locations 
to your liking. 

Hopefully soon, our 
Detroit Lions will be 
knocking on the door of 
becoming champions! 
Then we can discuss who’s 
bringing what to (dare I 
say it) their Super Bowl 
parties! And, if not, what 
an unbelievably memora-
ble ride this season has 
been! Forward!GO LIONS!

Stay tuned. Stay hungry.  

Best
BURGERS IN TOWN!BURGERS IN TOWN!

CALL for CARRY-OUTCALL for CARRY-OUT
18666 Mack Ave., Grosse Pointe Farms

313-881-5675
012524

SEE 
MENU

BEST
BEST

of the

20        23

OPEN SUNDAYOPEN SUNDAY
NOON - 11PMNOON - 11PM

COME WATCH THE

DETROIT LIONSDETROIT LIONS
PLAY T HEPLAY T HE

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERSERS

IN THE NFC
CHAMPIONSHIP GAME

SUNDAY
JANUARY 28th 6:30 PM

$$55 BURGERS!BURGERS!
12PM - 4PM12PM - 4PM

Homemade
Hand-Breaded 

ONION RINGS &ONION RINGS &
MUSHROOMSMUSHROOMS

yKennedy’s

EST. 
1980

Delivery available throughDelivery available through
Doordash, Grubhub and UberEats.Doordash, Grubhub and UberEats.
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Shores Inn pizza.



MOVIE REVIEW
“After Yang”

2021 - Rated PG
1 hr 36 min
★★★★✩

Some movies resonate 
with viewers because 
they’re fi lled with excit-
ing action scenes, bril-
liant plot twists, or 
dazzling special effects. 
And who doesn’t love a 
good thriller?

Then there are movies 
like “After Yang.” It’s a 
gently paced, atmo-
spheric, cinematic tone 
poem, touching on sev-
eral themes including 
love, loss and what it 
means to be human. It 
quietly takes you by the 
hand in the fi rst few min-
utes of the fi lm and won’t 
let you go until the clos-
ing credits. 

“After Yang” is the 
sophomore outing for 
K o r e a n  d i r e c t o r 
Kogonada, and is based 
on the book “Saying 
Goodbye to Yang” by 
Alexander Weinstein.

Kogonada’s first film 
was the beaut i ful 
“Columbus,” which I 
reviewed a few years ago. 
He also co-wrote and 
edited this remarkable 
movie. What a gifted art-
ist he’s turning out to be.

Colin Farrell stars in 
the fi lm and I think it’s 
one of his fi nest perfor-
mances to date. It’s not 
just how well he delivers 
his lines, his subtle facial 
expressions are equally 
impactful.

Jodie Turner-Smith, 
M a l e a  E m m a 
Tjandrawidjaja and 
Justin H. Min also star in 

“After Yang.” Collectively 
they make up a some-
what unconventional 
family. Jake (Farrell) and 
Kyra (Turner-Smith) 
have a young daughter 
Mika (Tjandrawidjaja). 
They also have an 
android boy Yang (Min) 
who is not only Mika’s 
pal and older brother, 
but also her educator. 
Since she was adopted at 
a young age from China, 
he’s tasked with helping 
her learn about her cul-
ture and history. 

The opening scene 
shows the family partici-
pating in an online dance 
competition. We see 
them along with some of 
their competitors. It’s 
great fun seeing them 
showcase their compli-
cated routine. They keep 
advancing through sev-

eral rounds until Yang 
malfunctions and they’re 
eliminated. The family 
shrugs off the loss and 
fi gures they’ll do better 
next time.

Unfortunately,  i t ’s 
pretty much the end 
of Yang. He is no lon-
ger  func t iona l  and 
Jake is determined to 
g e t  h i m  r e p a i r e d . 
S ince  he  was  pur -
chased as a recondi-
t i o n e d  m o d e l ,  h i s 
warranty isn’t valid. 
The family is devas-
t a t e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y 
Mika, who’s as close 
to Yang as she would 
be to an older sibling.

In the film, Yang is 
referred to as a “techno-
sapien” which implies 
that he’s part of the next 
phase in human evolu-
tion. As we learn more 
about him, this almost 
s e e m s  p l a u s i b l e . 
However it’s the fami-
ly’s grief that’s at the 
core of the fi lm. 

Jake takes Yang to 
Russ (Ritchie Coster), a 
repairman who delivers 
the sad news that he 
can’t be fixed. He’s 
directed to a museum 
where the curator Cleo 
(Sarita Choudhury), tells 
him that Yang has a data-
base fi lled with selective 
memories.

Jake  uses  every 
opportunity to review 
Yang’s memories by 
donning a pair of VR 
glasses and sitting back 
for the show. I t ’s 
through this process 
that he realizes not only 
how much Yang meant 
to Mika, but just how 
negligent he’s been as a 
parent and a husband.

Another surprising rev-
elation is that Yang had a 

relationship with another 
android named Ada 
(Haley Lu Richardson). Is 
it possible that technosa-
piens can feel emotions 
like love? 

Obviously, the movie 
is pure science fiction. 
One thing I especially 
appreciated is the sub-
tle way Kogonada deals 
wi th  depict ing the 
future. He could have 
hit us over the head 
like in a Ridley Scott 
film, with flying cars 
and in-your-face visu-
als. But he took a more 
matter of fact route.

For example, in one 
scene, we see Jake and 
his daughter conversing 
in a moving vehicle. 
Then it dawns on you, oh 
yeah, they’re in a self-
driving car! I’m a big sci-
fi fan, but I found this 
approach both refresh-
ing and pretty unprece-
dented. 

When “After Yang” 
was over, I felt like I was 
hit over the head with a 
big roll of paper towel-
ing. It was as if I was part 
of the family, grieving 
along with them, and 
wondering what was 
coming next.

The fi lm takes its time 
telling the story, but 
what a profound and 
moving journey it is. I 
can honestly say it’s one 
of the most beautiful 
fi lms I’ve seen in quite a 
while. 

Currently streaming 
for free with your library 
card on Hoopla and 
Kanopy. Also on Prime 
Video. 

My rating system:

★ A real stinker. A 
movie that is so bad,

you’re embarrassed to 
admit you’ve seen it, 
but you have to rate it 
nonetheless. 

★★ So-so. Not a total 
waste of time, but you 
would have been better 
off reading a good book. 

★★★ Pretty good. In
fact, if there weren’t 
any other movies in 
your queue, you might 
watch it again.

★★★★ One you’d
recommend to friends.

★★★★★ So good
you’d actually go out and 
buy it! 

About this column:

My main focus is on
films that I feel have
gone under the radar and 
deserve more recognition.

They include both 
mainstream and indie 
films streaming on ser-
v ices  l ike  Net f l ix , 
Hoopla, and Kanopy. 

I’ll also review note-
worthy new theatrical 
releases as well.

For movie trailers, visit 
youtube.com.

If you have any sugges-
tions, feel free to email me at: 
dominmark@yahoo.com. 

Also, if you’re look-
ing for more recom-
mendations, be sure 
to check out my blog: 
m o v i e j u n k i e m a r k .
blogspot.com.
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Yang prepares to take a family portrait.

Yang’s friend Ada played by Haley Lu Richardson.

Jake (Farrell) and Kyra (Turner-Smith).

Movie Junkie Mark
by Mark Domin

Mika and Yang explore nature.

The family participates in a dance competition.

                                                                                                                                  PHOTOS COURTESY OF A24 AND CINEREACH

Left, Colin Farrell as Jake, Jodie Turner-Smith as Kyra, Malea Emma 
Tjandrawidjaja as Mika and Justin H. Min as Yang posing for a family 
picture in the 2021 movie “After Yang,” directed by Kogonada.
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Weekly HoroscopesWeekly HoroscopesWeekly Horoscopes
Royal StarsRoyal StarsRoyal Stars
Moon Alert: After 3 

a.m. EST today, there are 
no restrictions to shop-
ping or important deci-
sions. The Full Moon in 
Leo peaks at 12:54 p.m. 
EST (9:54 a.m. PST).

Happy Birthday for 
Thursday, January 25, 
2024:

You are hardworking 
and dedicated because you 
have a strong sense of pur-
pose. Your idealism pro-
pels you to work for the 
good of others. Take time 
this year to renew your 
spiritual and religious 
beliefs. Meditation, prayer 
and yoga can ground you. 
It’s time for refl ection.

ARIES
(March 21-April 19)
This is an excellent 

day for financial plan-
ning or drawing up a 
budget. Research will 
pay off. A discussion 
with someone older or 
m o r e  e x p e r i e n c e d 
could be helpful to 
you. Meanwhile, you 
might earn praise from 
bosses, parents and 
VIPs for your practical 
suggestions. Tonight: 
Profits!

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)

This will be a produc-
tive day for you because 
the Moon is in your sign 
dancing beautifully with 
Saturn, which in turn is 
lined up with Mercury. 
It’s an excellent day to 
make travel plans. It’s a 
good day to promote 
your ideas about publish-
ing, legal matters or 
medicine and higher 
education. Tonight: 
You’re pumped!

GEMINI
(May 21-June 20)

Any kind of behind-
the-scenes research will 
pay off today and ulti-
mately benefi t your part-
ner, shared property or 
discussions about inheri-
tances, insurance issues 
and taxes. A boss or par-
ent might be involved. 
It’s a solid day for deci-
sions! Tonight: Research.

CANCER
(June 21-July 22)

Because the Moon is 
your ruler, you will feel the 
energy of today’s Full 
Moon. Today you might 
feel torn between protect-
ing your own financial 
interests and respecting 
the interests of others. This 
is a poor day for important 
discussions about inheri-
tance. Tonight: Check 
your money.

LEO
(July 23-Aug. 22)

Because the Moon is in 
your sign today, things 
will tend to go your way. 
Nevertheless, today is the 
only Full Moon in your 
sign all year! This could 
create tension between 
you and partners and 
close friends. Be aware of 
this, and be diplomatic 
and understanding. 
Tonight: Show respect.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

You might feel some 
tension going on behind 
the scenes today because 
the Full Moon is taking 
place in a hidden part of 
your chart. This is why you 
feel restless and indeci-
sive. (“The red pill or the 
blue pill?”) Something 
related to your health 
might come to a head 
today. Wait a day or two to 
decide. Tonight: Explore!

LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

Today’s Full Moon 
might create some roman-
tic tension or confl ict with 
your kids. It can also cre-
ate problems with sports 
and teammates. The thing 
to know is that problems 
intensify before the Full 
Moon and afterward they 
diminish. Tonight: Check 
your fi nances.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

Today you might feel 
pulled between the 
demands of home and fam-
ily versus the demands of 
your career, job or your 
reputation in the commu-
nity. It’s impossible to sat-

isfy both. If caught between 
a rock and a hard place, 
you can’t ignore home and 
family. Tonight: Be patient.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

Pay attention to every-
thing you say and do 
today, because the dis-
traction of the Full Moon 
energy could be acci-
dent-prone for you. In 
particular, steer clear of 
arguments about politics, 
religion and racial issues. 
They will get out of hand. 
Tonight: Freedom.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

Disputes about money, 
earnings, possessions, 
shared property, debt, 
insurance issues and inher-
itances will culminate 
today, one way or the 
other. Wait until the dust 
settles before you make an 
important decision. Keep 
your head down and your 
powder dry. Tonight: Plans 
change.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

Today the only Full 
Moon opposite your sign is 
taking place, which is why 
you might feel increased 
tension when dealing with 
partners, spouses or close 
friends. Fortunately, this 
tension will be released 
very soon. Don’t jump to 
conclusions. Relax. 
Tonight: Home surprise.

PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20)

Cut others some slack 
today when dealing with 
co-workers, people who 
are dealing with your 
health, or maybe your pet. 
The Full Moon will make 
everyone excitable. 
Fortunately, because it 
peaks in the morning, 
things will settle down as 
the day wears on. Tonight: 
Excitement!

BORN TODAY
Ukrainian President 

Volodymyr Zelensky 
(1978), singer Alicia Keys 
(1981), Princess Charlene 
of Monaco (1978)).
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Contract BridgeContract Bridge
NIP AND TUCK

Partscore deals where each side has 
about half the high cards usually pro-
vide a give-and-take in the play that 
is not found at higher-level contracts. 
Consider this case from a nation-
al team event where South wound 
up in two diamonds and West led a 
club. East took the ace and shifted to 
a trump, the queen losing to West’s 
king.

West returned a trump to South’s 
ace, the spade jack lost to West’s ace, 
and another trump return by West 
eliminated dummy’s last trump. 
South then cashed the queen of spades 
before exiting with the ten of clubs to 

West’s king.
Declarer was hoping for a spade or 

club return at this point, but West not 
unexpectedly shifted to a low heart, 
forcing South to guess the location of 
the missing honors.

After much thought, declarer played 
low from dummy, hoping to force the 
ace. This would establish the king as 
an entry to dummy’s good clubs, and 
South would be home free, losing 
only a spade, a heart, a diamond and 
two clubs. But declarer was count-
ing his chickens before they were 
hatched.

After South played low from dum-
my on the heart return, East smartly 
inserted the nine. Declarer won with 
the jack but now had no way to reach 
the dummy.

However, South was not yet out of 
ammunition. He cashed the king of 
spades, hoping the ten would fall; 
when it didn’t, he led a heart to the 
ten, hoping East did not have the ten 
of spades. In that case, East would be 
forced to return a heart (or a club, if 
he had one) to dummy. But when East 
won the ace of hearts, he cashed the 
spade ten, and that was that.

Declarer should have made the con-
tract despite the excellent defense he 
encountered. He was guilty of one 
small slip: Had he played the ten from 
dummy on West’s heart return at trick 
eight, he would have been assured of 
an entry to dummy regardless of how 
East defended.

©2024 King Features Syndicate Inc.

by Steve Becker

Find 10 Differences
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Garfield                                                                       Jim Davis
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Beetle Bailey                                          Greg, Brian, Neal and Mort Walker

Flying McCoys           Glenn McCoyZiggy                          Tom Wilson

Wizard of Id       Created by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart. Currently by Mason Mastroianni

Andy Capp                                                                 Reg Smythe 

© 2024 by Andrews McMeel Syndication 1/18 Solution

Complete the
grid so every row,
column and 3 x 3
box contains
every digit from
1 to 9 inclusively.

Previous puzzle
solution

U N I V E R S A L
Sudoku Puzzle

1/25

Blondie                                                                     Chris and Dean Young
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Family Circus                                        Bill and Jeff Keane

“Why do we say ‘doggy’ and ‘horsey’ 
and ‘piggy’ but not ‘cowie’?”

©2024 Bill Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

Universal Crossword

© 2024 by Andrews McMeel Universal
www.upuzzles.com

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER

Edited by David Steinberg January 25, 2024

1/18 Solution

Perfect Couple by Drew Schmenner1/25

ACROSS
1 Write (down)
4 Beasts of 

burden
9 “Silent Night” 

or “Joy to the 
World”

14 Astound
15 Eager 

children’s 
plea

16 Colombian 
cornmeal 
cake

17 Hibernation 
location

18 High ceiling?
20 They can be 

loose or split
22 Where 

surgeons 
work: Abbr.

23 Kept going 
and going

24 Dismissive 
sound

26 Occupy, as 
a desk

27 Slam bang?
31 Have a bite
34 Tweak the 

fit of
35 “Barbie” 

actress Issa
36 “Ciao!”
37 Snooped 

(around)
38 It may be 

closed after 
last call

39 ___ Vader
40 Little ones
41 Kraken’s 

realm, briefly?
42 Children’s 

song refrain 
that’s all 
vowels

43 Bay Area 
airport code

44 Place 
setting?

47 “In memori-
am” bios

49 It becomes 
a name in 
another clue 
when “l” is 
added

50 Beach, in 
Mexico

51 Org. whose 
members 
tee off

52 Pathological 
suffix

56 Tire wear?
59 “Merci, mon 

___”
60 Purplish 

cousin of 
a daisy

61 Word before 
“circle” or 
“tube”

62 King Triton, 
to Ariel

63 Backyard 
buildings

64 Sweetie
65 Lumberjack’s 

tool
DOWN
1 Gemstone 

paler than an 
emerald

2 “Wedding 
Crashers” 
actor 
Wilson

3 Care for, as a 
garden

4 Be someone 
else

5 Sever, as a 
branch

6 Sounds from 
a bull

7 Females in 
a flock

8 Dr. Ruth’s 
field of 
expertise

9 Diamond 
units

10 Madison 
Square 
Garden, e.g.

11 Many a part of 
the Amazon 
or Sahara

12 Like some 
markets and 
tournaments

13 ___ Vegas
19 Preschooler’s 

wheels
21 Shopping 

binges
25 F-150 

manufacturer
26 Striker’s 

bane
27 Huffs and 

puffs
28 Standoffish
29 Bad news for 

a procrasti-
nator, say

30 Toothbrush 
brand

32 Usually dusty 
storage spot

33 Tourist mecca 
near Reno

36 Capital of 
Taiwan

38 Therefore
39 From South 

Asia, perhaps

41 Duty-free
44 They prefer 

not to hire 
pros

45 ___ Beach, 
Calif.

46 It removes 
crossword 
errors

48 Bundled, like 
hay

50 Marketing 
blitz

51 Window 
section

53 “Look what I 
did!”

54 Ginormous 
film format

55 One of 12 
for a dodeca-
hedron

56 Prosecutors, 
briefly

57 Concealed
58 Make an 

effort

1/25

Popeye                                                                    Bud Sagendorf
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Over The Hedge                                              Michael Fry and T. Lewis

F Minus                                                                             Tony Carrilo
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Reality Check          Dave Whamond Bizarro             Dan Piraro and Wayno

Hagar The Horrible                                      Dik Browne and Chris Browne

Wumo                                                Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler 

B.C.                                                     Johnny Hart and Mason Mastroianni 

Peanuts                                                                                                                                               Charles M. Schulz

Carpe Diem                                                            Niklas Eriksson

“My teacher says I can’t bring Marmaduke 
for show and tell ever, ever, ever again.”

The Lockhorns       Bill Hoest,         Bunny Hoest and John Reiner

Hank Ketchum, Scott Ketchum,

t
Comics

Crankshaft                                                           Tom Batiuk and Dan Davis
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Crock                                                      Created by Bill Rechin and Brant Parker 

Marmaduke                                    Paul & Brad Anderson

Mother Goose and Grim                                              Mike Peters

“FOR  SOME  REASON,  THE  FIRST  AMENDMENT
DOESN’T  APPLY  TO  ME  IN  THIS  HOUSE!” 

Out of Cologne for his date with Barb,
Todd finds a quick and easy solution.

Close To Home                                    John McPherson

Dennis the Menace            Ron Ferdinand and Marcus Hamilton
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“WHY  DO  YOU  ALWAYS  BREAK  OUT  THE  PAPER  PLATES
WHEN  IT’S  YOUR  TURN  TO  DO  THE  DISHES?” 
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One student at Ohio State spread kindness around the entire 
campus. She wrote positive and kind words on sticky notes and 
stuck them to doors, signs, mirrors, and walls around campus.

Fill in the missing vowels to discover some kind words to share.

Look for a newspaper 
article about a person 

or a group who is 
helping others in your 

community. Write 
them a letter of 

appreciation and send 
it to the newspaper’s 
editor for publication.

Thanking a 
Local Hero

Standards Link: Language Arts: 
Write using letter format.

Standards Link: Language Arts: Spell grade-level words correctly.

Standards Link: Language Arts: Read informational text.

Notes of Kindness

Five Weeks of Kindness 
Experiment

Kindness is 
Catching!

               ost people agree 
   that doing kind 
things for others makes 
them feel good.

Scientists now believe 
doing kind things for 
others is also good 
for you!

Two scientists at Ohio State University asked students who were feeling 
worried or sad to do three small acts of kindness twice a week for five 

weeks. The students did things like:

At the end of the five weeks, students reported feeling less worried 
and much happier. Being kind makes people feel good!

Open doors for 
others.

Smile at people they 
haven’t met.

Volunteer to help 
someone.

Shovel a snowy 
sidewalk.

Carry someone’s 
groceries.

Give 
compliments.

Let someone cut in line 
in front of them.

Give someone 
a cookie.

Walk a 
neighbor’s dog.

When you do something kind for another 
person, it is catching. The person you are kind 

to will likely go out and do something 
kind for someone else. 

Please help me 
deliver these 

donations to the 
food drive!

tiree

How kind! Someone surprised the teachers at Main Street Elementary School with 
flowers. Can you find the two arrangements that are exactly the same?

A B C

D E F

© 2024 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 40, No. 8

The adjective kind means 
helpful, friendly, good.

KIND

Try to use the word kind 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

Your kind note cheered 
me up when I was 

feeling sad.

This week’s word:

Kind Things 
to Say

Write down three kind 
things you can say to 

others.

Standards Link: Write descriptively.

Look through the newspaper for an article 
about someone in your community who is 
struggling. How could you do something kind 
for this person?
Standards Link: Understand civic responsibility.

Helping Others

ANSWER: Because she didn’t want to be owl alone.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.
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COOKIE
DOG
EDITOR
FRIEND
GOOD
GROCERIES
HAPPIER
KINDNESS
LESS
NOTES
OHIO
PERSON
SIGNS
SMILE
VOLUNTEER

With hundreds of topics, every 
Kid Scoop  printable activity pack 
features six-to-seven pages of 
high-interest extra learning 
activities for home and 
school! Get your free 
sample today at:

Answer these questions after 
you’ve read this Kid Scoop 

page. Have a family member 
check to see if you answered 

them all correctly.

Standards Link: Write descriptively.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

A study at Ohio State 
University found out that 
doing acts of kindness 
made people feel

 a. lonely
    b. hungry
 c. silly
 d. better

When you do a kind act, 
it often causes other 
people to do acts of 
kindness, too.

 a. TRUE
 b. FALSE

A student at Ohio State 
University put these all 
around the campus:

 a. flowers
 b. apples
 c. sticky notes with kind 
  words
 d. jokes

Opening a door for 
someone is an act of 
kindness.

 a. TRUE
 b. FALSE

To feel happier and less 
worried, it helps to help 
others. You can:

 a. smile at someone new
 b. carry someone’s 
  groceries
 c. give someone a cookie
 d. walk a neighbor’s dog
 e. shovel a snowy 
  sidewalk for a neighbor
 f. give compliments
 g. volunteer to help 
  someone
 h. open doors for others
 i. let someone cut in 
  front of you in line
 j. all of the above!

Kindness is catching.
 a. TRUE
 b. FALSE

Accepting New Patients Ages 18 and UnderAccepting New Patients Ages 18 and Under

On-Site Orthodontics for Adults &On-Site Orthodontics for Adults &

ChildrenChildren

Sedation and General AnesthesiaSedation and General Anesthesia

availableavailable

Infant oral health visits & special needsInfant oral health visits & special needs

dentistrydentistry

Our doctors have specialty post graduateOur doctors have specialty post graduate

training in Pediatrics and Orthodonticstraining in Pediatrics and Orthodontics

HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaappppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppyyyyyyyyyy SSSSSSmmmmmiiilllees!

Creatingg HHeeallllllllllltttttttttttttttttttthhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy,,

www.GrowingSmilesPD.com

Call 586-800-GROW
22524GreaterMack Ave

St. Clair Shores, MI 48080
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24
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(313) 460-2225
18412 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Farms
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With both teams now 
in the heart of the sea-
son and their respective 
MAC league schedules, 
it was an exciting week 
of boys basketball action 
for both Grosse Pointe 
North and Grosse Pointe 
South. Despite strong 
efforts in a pair of league 
games, the Norsemen 
are still in search of their 
fi rst MAC White victory. 
For the Blue Devils, the 
past week saw their win 
streak continue as they 
started to solidify their 
position atop the MAC 
Red. 

North
The Norsemen hosted 

two MAC White oppo-
nents in the last week of 
action. The fi rst was a 
showdown with current 
division leader Port 
Huron Northern on 
Thursday, Jan. 18. North 
hung on with the divi-
sion leaders, but came 
up short, losing 78-67. 

Up next for the 
Norsemen was another 
division showdown, this 

time hosting Eisenhower 
on Monday, Jan. 22. 
This game was another 
close battle, but one 
where North could never 
quite catch up to the 
Eagles as Eisenhower 

went on to win 60-51.
“All of these teams 

we’re playing against in 
the MAC White are 
really good basketball 
teams,” North boys bas-
ketball head coach Rob 

Johnson said after the 
loss to Eisenhower. “...
There wasn’t anything 
in particular that they 
did that took us out of 
our rhythm. We were 
losing quarters by very 

narrow margins and we 
didn’t win any quarters 
so over time it just added 
up at the end.”

Monday night’s game 
started out a bit slow for 
both sides with a very 

defensive opening quar-
ter. Neither team was 
able to even score a 
point until nearly four 
minutes into the game. 
At the end of the open-
ing frame, Eisenhower 
held a slim 7-5 lead. 

The second quarter 
saw both teams start to 
wake up on offense. It 
also remained a close 
game, with momentum 
and points shifting back 
and forth. Once again, 
however, Eisenhower 
managed to be ahead at 
the break leading 23-20 
at halftime.

Going into the second 
half, the game began to 
feel like one of those 
n ights  where  the 
Norsemen just could not 
quite catch up to 
Eisenhower’s narrow 
leads. North managed to 
keep the game within 
single digits and the 
hopes of a comeback 
alive, but the Eagles 
were still up by seven 
heading into the fourth 
quarter. 

The fi nal quarter felt 
the same way, with 

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Struggles continue for Norsemen, 
South stays hot in boys hoops action

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

North’s Vasilios Vasilos (No. 1) and Rocco Cardinale (No. 24) get set on defense against Eisenhower on 
Monday, Jan. 22.

See HOOPS, page 2D

One of the most curi-
ous things about hockey 
goalies is how they get 
into playing the position. 
After all, it takes a cer-
tain type of mentality as 
an athlete to want to be 
in that position. For 
Liggett senior Maksim 
Johns, all it took was one 
look at the goalie pads.

“When I used to play 
when I was really young, 
I had no idea about how 
the position worked,” 
Johns said. “The coaches 
would ask who wanted to 
play goalie and I would 
volunteer because I 
thought it was cool to put 
on all the pads. Still, I 
had no clue what I was 
really doing. Eventually I 
convinced my parents to 
buy me some pads and 

grew to love it.”
That was in Johns’ 

early days of youth 
hockey with the East 
Side Bulldogs. Fast for-
ward to now and Johns is 
Liggett’s senior stalwart 
in between the pipes.

Johns has been on the 
Knights’ varsity hockey 
team since he was a 
freshman and is looking 
to make the most of his 
fi nal season in a Liggett 

jersey. Through 11 starts, 
Johns has a 7-3-1 record 
this season with a .926 
save percentage. He also 
recorded his fi rst shutout 
of the season on Jan. 13 
in the CHSL Cardinal 
Division championship 
game against Ann Arbor 
Gabriel Richard.

His success so far in 
his senior year can be 
attributed to many 
things, but Johns sees it 
mostly as a result of his 
growth in both experi-
ence and in confi dence.

“Earlier years of high 
school, I think I was 
more of a desperate 
goalie,” Johns said. “I 
wasn’t as patient or 
strong so I was kind of 
sliding around every-
where and playing kind 
of sloppy. Defi nitely in 
the past couple seasons, 
I’ve noticed that I’ve 

slowed my 
g a m e 
down and 
b e c o m e 
m o r e 
p a t i e n t . 
I’m able to 
read plays 
and can 
s tar t  to 
p r e d i c t 
some stuff 
and over-
all it helps 
m e  b e 
more con-
fi dent.”

W h i l e 
helping his team win 
games is certainly an 
ideal way for Johns to be 
spending his last season 
as a Knight, what he 
really enjoys goes 
beyond just what hap-
pens on the ice. Johns 
has relished his role now 
as a senior leader for 

Liggett, especially con-
sidering he is just one of 
five seniors on a rela-
tively young Knights 
team this season.

“When I was a fresh-
man, I would look up to 
the seniors and it almost 
seemed hard to believe 
that I would be there one 
day,” he said. “I love the 
feeling of being able to 
have younger players 
who look up to me or 
come to me and ask for 
help. I like being that 
role model for the 
younger guys.”

One of those players 

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Goalie Johns stands tall as 
Knight’s senior leader in net

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK 

PHOTO BY BARBARA JOHNS

Senior Maksim Johns has started 11 games in net for Liggett this season.

•  7-3-1 record and .926 save percentage as 
Liggett goalie this season

•  Recorded a shutout in CHSL Championship 
Game on Jan. 13

•  Member of Liggett varsity boys hockey 
since freshman year

“The Wall”

ATH ETEATH ETE
OF THE WEEK

Maksim JohnsMaksim Johns
School: University Liggett
Sport: Hockey
Sponsored by Shana Sine Cameron

Sine & Monaghan Real Estate

See ATHLETE, page 3D
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OF THEWEEK

Do you know an outstanding high school athlete? 
Nominate them for Athlete of the Week and put 

them in the running for Athlete of the Year.
All weekly winners will be invited to the end of year Athlete of the Year 

Awards Gala – with top athletes winning scholarships!
Submit online at:
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When the calendar 
fl ipped to January a few 
w e e k s  a g o ,  t h e 
University Liggett boys 
varsity basketball team 
seemed to be hitting its 
stride. The Knights 
went into last Friday’s 
game on Jan. 19, at 
Bishop Foley with a 2-1 
record since the new 
year began. However, 
Liggett was unable to 
come out of a back and 
forth battle with the 
win, as the Monarchs 
were victorious 62-51. 

“I told the guys after 
the game, even though 
we lost it might have 
been our best game, 
start to fi nish,” Liggett 
boys basketball head 
coach James Scott said. 
“With how hard we 
played and executed. 
We got good shots 
when we needed it…
Overall, I thought it 
was probably our best 
game and sometimes 
when you do that you 
still don’t get a win. 
We’re turning a cor-
ner.”

Last Friday was an 
example of a game 
where the final score 
does not really refl ect 

how close the game 
was. Both teams came 
out of the gate firing, 
with a fast and offen-
sive fi rst quarter ending 
with Liggett ahead 
20-19. 

The Knights were not 
quite as hot on the 
offensive side in the 
second quarter, allow-
ing Bishop Foley to pull 
in front. While the 
Monarchs dominated 

the second quarter, 
Liggett was still within 
single digits at the 
break, trailing 38-30 
going into halftime. 

The third quarter saw 
the Knights battle back. 
Bishop Foley continued 
to be in front, but 
Liggett seemed deter-
mined to battle back. 
Liggett’s Nick Greene 
hit a momentum-swing-
ing three pointer late in 

the third quarter to cut 
the defi cit to fi ve, and 
that was followed by 
Ian Flynn sinking a shot 
at the buzzer to narrow 
the Monarchs’ lead to 
48-45 going into the 
fi nal frame. 

T h e  m o m e n t u m 
seemed to  be  on 
Liggett’s side as the 
fourth quarter began. 
However, the Knights 
were never quite able to 

complete the come-
back. Bishop Foley kept 
up its lead enough to 
hold off the Knights 
and eventually pull 
away to an 11-point 
win. 

Greene had 15 points 
for Liggett in the loss 
and so did junior 
Jackson Fetter, tying 
them for the team lead 
for the night. Senior Ian 
Flynn fi nished with 12. 

The loss for the 
Knights was their sec-
ond in a row, as they 
fell in a narrow 51-49 
loss to Cardinal Mooney 
in the game before on 
Jan. 16. Liggett’s record 
now sits at 3-8 after the 
loss to Bishop Foley, 
but six of those losses 
came in the team’s fi rst 
six games of the sea-
son. 

Now that his team is 
starting to compete in 
closer games, Scott can 
tell that there is already 
a change in the Knights’ 
mentality.

“I’m starting to see a 
different reaction when 
we get into the locker 
room and didn’t get the 
job done, it’s starting to 
hurt a little more,” he 
said. “But that means 
that the guys are get-
ting into it and have 

bought into the culture. 
They see themselves 
getting better as indi-
viduals and as a team 
and now expect to win 
those kind of games.”

The Knights have 
about a month remain-
ing in the regular sea-
son and have the 
Catholic League tour-
nament beginning soon 
on Feb. 10. Scott is 
focused on having his 
team fi nish out the year 
strong and get prepared 
for the playoffs, and to 
do that, it all comes 
down to the basics.

“We’ve got to clean 
up the little things,” 
Scott said. “Around this 
time of year, those can 
be  the  d i f ference 
between winning and 
losing. Winning 50/50 
loose balls, taking care 
of the basketball and 
winning the turnover 
battle and making free 
throws. We’ve lost 
some games from not 
doing well at the free 
throw line and are get-
ting better. So we just 
want to focus on the lit-
tle things like that to 
get better.”

Liggett returns home 
for its next game at 7 
p.m. Thursday, Jan. 25, 
against Shrine Catholic.

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Knights fall short against Foley

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

Liggett senior Nick Greene had 15 points in a loss to Bishop Foley on Jan. 19. 

North keeping it close to 
the end and sending 
Eisenhower to the free-
throw line a few times in 
the fi nal moments until 
the Eagles closed out the 
win.

As has been the case 
in many North games 
this season, the team’s 
scoring was quite spread 
out. Nine Norsemen 
recorded at least a point 
on Monday night, with 
Leo Perettie leading the 
team with 16 points. 
Rubin McBride-Williams 
had eight points and RJ 
Williams finished with 
seven.

The loss bumped the 
Norsemen’s record this 
season to 3-8 and 0-6 in 
MAC White play. With 
about a month left to go 
in the regular season, 
the team wants to close 
out the year strong. In 
order to do that, coach 
Johnson is focused on 
building upon the 
improvements he is 
already seeing.

“ I  t h o u g h t 
(Eisenhower) was one of 
our better defensive per-
formances in a while 
and we want to continue 
to work hard on the 

defensive side,” he said. 
“We can do a better job 
on the glass. Those are 
key areas where we’re 
not quite pulling it out. 
We’re very close with a 
lot of these teams in the 
MAC White that are very 
good teams…If we cut 
down on turnovers and 
do the little things right 
every day I think we’ll 
start to pull out some 
wins.”

North went on the 
road to face Romeo on 
Wednesday, Jan. 24, 
after press time. The 
team returns home at 7 
p.m. Friday, Jan. 26, to 
host Warren Lincoln.

South
The Blue Devils have 

been one of the hottest 
basketball teams per-
haps in the entire state 
in recent weeks, and 
their winning ways con-
tinued over the last 
week. Two wins over 
MAC Red opponents 
helped South remain 
unbeaten in division 
play and extend its cur-
rent win streak to fi ve 
games. 

South’s perfect record 
in the division so far was 
in danger last Thursday 
night, Jan. 18, when the 
team went on the road to 
face Chippewa Valley. 

The Blue Devils needed 
to rally and score 22 
points on offense in the 
fourth quarter in order 
to force overtime. 
South’s rally sent the 
game into OT, where the 
Blue Devils eventually 
came out victorious in a 
narrow 63-61 win. 

Karter Richards led 
the team in the overtime 
win with 18 points. He 

was one of three Blue 
Devils to reach double 
digits that night, with 
Vince Vachon scoring 14 
and James Michelotti 
getting 12. 

On Monday night, Jan. 
22, South returned home 
to take on Stevenson. 
Heading into the game, 
the Titans were at the 
bottom of the MAC Red 
standings, and South 

made it look easy against 
the last place team win-
ning handily 64-39. 

The win took the Blue 
Devils to 10-3 this sea-
son and 6-0 in the MAC 
Red. Richards was once 
again the leading scorer 
with 25 points. Junior 
Tory James finished 
with 14. 

South hosted L’Anse 
Creuse  Nor th  on 

Wednesday, Jan. 24, 
after press time. They 
stay at home for another 
MAC Red matchup at 7 
p.m. Friday, Jan. 26, 
against Dakota. That 
evening, the freshman, 
JV and varsity teams will 
raise money for the 
A m e r i c a n  C a n c e r 
Society in a special 
Coaches vs. Cancer fun-
draiser.

HOOPS:
Continued from page 1D

PHOTO COURTESY OF GROSSE POINTE SOUTH ATHLETICS

South boys varsity basketball head coach Steve Benard huddles his team during a time out against Stevenson.



GROSSE POINTE NEWS, JANUARY 25, 2024

HOCKEY  |  3D 

01
25

24

NOTICE OF REGISTRATION FOR THE ELECTION TO BE HELD ON TUESDAY, 
FEBRUARY 27, 2024

GROSSE POINTE PARK, GROSSE POINTE CITY, GROSSE POINTE FARMS, GROSSE 
POINTE WOODS, VILLAGE OF GROSSE POINTE SHORES, A MICHIGAN CITY  

AND HARPER WOODS, MICHIGAN   

GPN: 01/25/24

TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF GROSSE POINTE PARK, GROSSE POINTE CITY, GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS, GROSSE POINTE WOODS, VILLAGE OF GROSSE POINTE SHORES, A MICHIGAN CITY AND 
HARPER WOODS:

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE

 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE

 Presidential:  

 Presidential:  

Bridgette Bowdler
City Clerk
City of Grosse Pointe Park
15115 E. Jefferson
Ph: 313-822-6200 

Christopher Hardenbrook 
City Clerk
City of Grosse Pointe
17147 Maumee
Ph: 313-885-5800

Derrick Kozicki
City Clerk
City of Grosse Pointe Farms
90 Kerby Road
Ph: 313-885-6600

Paul Antolin
City Clerk
City of Grosse Pointe Woods
20025 Mack Plaza Dr.
Ph: 313-343-2440

Bruce Nichols
City Clerk
Village of Grosse Pointe
Shores, a Michigan City
795 Lake Shore Road
Ph: 313-881-6565

Leslie Frank
City Clerk
City of Harper Woods
19617 Harper Avenue
Ph: 313-343-2500

Two girls hockey teams 
from the Pointes made 
the journey up north last 
weekend for an exciting 
time on the ice when 
Grosse Pointe North and 
University Liggett com-
peted in the 10th annual 
Traverse City Showcase. 
Both teams were able to 
secure some wins against 
competition from around 
the state, including the 
Knights getting the best 
of the Norsemen in the 
weekend’s fi nal game.

The first day of the 
tournament on Friday, 
Jan. 19, saw the Norsemen 
take on the North 
Michigan K-Stars. North 
was victorious 6-1, start-
ing the weekend with a 
win thanks in large part 
to a hat trick from Ella 
Dobbs. 

Liggett’s fi rst matchup 
of the Showcase last 
Friday ended as a 3-3 tie 
against Traverse City. 
Sullivan Estes, Sofie 
Ancona and Avery Welsh 
were the goal scorers for 
the Knights in the close 

matchup. 
Following the tie on 

Friday, Liggett took on 
the North Michigan 
K-Stars on Saturday, Jan. 
20, for its second matchup 
of the weekend. The 
Knights were able to 
come out with the win 
this time, defeating the 
K-Stars 4-0. Freshman 
Stella Smiatacz scored 
the opening goal and a 
hat trick by Ancona 
helped carry Liggett to 
the win. 

North’s  Saturday 
matchup was against 
Traverse City, with the 
Norsemen falling 5-1. 
After that, it was time for 
the crosstown rivals to 
face off to close out the 
weekend. 

While the campuses of 
the two schools are only 
two miles apart, the 
Knights and Norsemen 
faced off against each 
other over 200 miles away 
from the Pointes Sunday, 
Jan. 21. The game ended 
in a 4-1 victory for the 
Knights, with Estes, Bella 
Metry and Miranda Alcala 
all scoring goals for 
Liggett. Josie Cueter had 

North’s lone goal in the 
loss. 

After the weekend road 
trip, Liggett’s next game 
is a showdown at Orchard 

Lake St. Mary’s on Friday, 
Jan. 26, starting at 3:30 
p.m. North hosted 
Washtenaw United on 
Wednesday, Jan. 24, after 

press time. 
The team then gets 

more than a week off 
before its next game, a 
home showdown on 

Friday, Feb. 2, against 
crosstown rival Grosse 
Pointe South, in a game 
that will also serve as the 
Norsemen’s senior night. 

Knights, Norsemen girls hockey head northbound 
to face off in 10th annual Traverse City Showcase 
By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

PHOTO BY MEGHAN SMITH BEERS

Grosse Pointe North’s girls varsity hockey team took a break from the ice only to fi nd some snow during a 
team sledding outing last weekend in Traverse City.

Johns has particularly 
strong chemistry with is 
fe l low goal ie  Ben 
Wehrmann. Wehrmann, 
a junior, has three wins 
in four starts this season 
and seems primed to fi ll 
Johns’ shoes as the go-to 
guy in net for Liggett 
next season. 

With two talented goal-
ies on the same roster, 
some might think there 
could be a bit of competi-
tion between them. 
Really it is the opposite, 
w i t h  J o h n s  a n d 
Wehrmann always hav-

ing each other’s back 
regardless of who is on 
the ice any given night.

“We push each other 
regardless of who’s play-
i n g , ” 
J o h n s 
said. “We 
s u p p o r t 
each other 
and cheer 
each other 
on. We’re 
a l w a y s 
having fun 
in practice 
a n d 
always talking and help-
ing each other. It’s a 
great bond and I wouldn’t 
want to share it with any-
one else.”

Wehrmann might be 
the future for the Knights 
in net, but Johns still has 
plenty he wants to 
accomplish before his 

fi nal games 
in a Liggett 
jersey are 
over. With 
how young 
the Knights 
are as a 
team, Johns 
is optimistic 
f o r  t h e 
t e a m ’ s 
future even 

after he graduates. 
Of course, Johns wants 

to help the Knights make 
a playoff run and poten-
tially even to a fi nal four 

appearance at USA 
Hockey Arena. What is 
most important to him, 
however, is just enjoying 
every moment and doing 
whatever he can to help 
the Knights win.

“Every single practice 
and every single game, I 
want to go out and just 
give it my all and play 
my hardest, because this 
is my senior year and I 
really want to make 
everything count,” Johns 
said. “I want the younger 
players to enjoy this 
year also and want to go 
as far as we can as a 
team and enjoy every 
moment with these 
boys.”

ATHLETE:
Continued from page 1D

At right, now in his
senior season, Johns
has been a member of 
Liggett’s boys varsity 
hockey team since he 
was a freshman.

PHOTO BY BARBARA JOHNS

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Johns uses his head to make a save against Flint Powers Catholic on Jan. 10.

Nominate 
Your Athlete
To nominate a future 
Athlete of the Week, 
visit grossepointe
news.com/athlete-of-
the-week.
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Last week, we 
asked Grosse 
Pointe News read-

ers to tell us who was the 
biggest Detroit Lions 
superfan, and you deliv-
ered! 

Candidates for “GP’s 
Best Lions Superfan” 
needed to convince us in 

100 words or less why 
they are the best Lions 
fans in Grosse Pointe 
along with photographic 
evidence of their tricked-
out Lion’s den, game-day 
attire, tailgate set-up or 
roarin’ outdoor decor.

Though it was a diffi -
cult choice, we landed on 

one lucky winner and two 
runner-ups. Bill Meredith 
from Grosse Pointe 
Woods, earned the title of 
GP’s Best Lions Superfan. 
He will receive a one-year 
subscription to the Grosse 
Pointe News, along with 
our coveted GP News cof-
fee mug, a $50 gift card to 

Campus Shop for the best 
Lions merch in town, a 
$50 gift card to Sidecar 
Slider Bar, and last but 
not least — a $25 gift card 
to Whistle Stop Hobby & 
Toy Shop for the young 
Lions fans in his life.

Our fi rst runner-up is 
Hudson Brown, from 

Grosse Pointe Farms, 
who won a $25 gift card 
to the Whistle Stop Hobby 
& Toy Shop and a $25 gift 
card to Campus Shop. 
Second runner-up honors 
go to Grosse Pointe 
Park’s Max Weiner, who 
now will get to drink his 
morning coffee from a GP 

News mug and use a $25 
gift card to Campus Shop 
to buy more Lions swag.

The following are some 
of the best submissions 
we received. Keep reppin’ 
the Honolulu Blue and 
Silver, Grosse Pointe! 
You are the best fans 
around.  — Meg Leonard

Fantastic!
Grosse Pointe News names best Detroit Lions superfans

COURTESY PHOTOS

I bought these seats when my son was born, intending it to be a family bonding experience...and have been 
attending in a Lion’s three-piece suit since then.
My son got his fi rst Honolulu blue suit when he was six and wears it with pride at the games...and school 
during spirit week.
Watching the fi rst playoff win with him will be with me forever.

—  Max Wiener, Grosse Pointe Park, second runner-up in the Grosse Pointe News Detroit Lions Superfan contest

COURTESY PHOTOS

I started going to Lions games in the mid-60’s with my dad. (We host) 
20+ family members at Thanksgiving games. My granddaughters are 
the fi fth generation to go to that game. Been to tons of games and been 
a season ticket holder since 1992. Bought a 24-foot RV in 2012 and 
painted it Lions colors. Graduated to a 32-foot in 2018 and did the same. 
I have a man cave dedicated to the Lions. I have the seat I sat in (as a) 
season ticket (holder) at the Silverdome. In the photo with Barry and 
me, he apologized to me for retiring early.
Goooo Lions! ALL GRIT

—  Bill Meredith, of Grosse Pointe Woods, winner of the Grosse Pointe 
News Detroit Lions Superfan contest

COURTESY PHOTO

Above, Lions superfan Bill Meredith 
(middle right) nearly gets consumed by 
an excited hug from his son as fans go 
crazy last Sunday in the aftermath of 
Detroit’s win over Tampa Bay.
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This Detroit dad is raising the next generation of Lions fans! These boys are al-
ways ready for game day snacks and snuggles on the couch when Sunday rolls 
around. We love cheering for the Lions (what could be more fun for a toddler/
football fan than yelling and clapping at the TV?) and playing trains on com-
mercial breaks. Did you know Thomas the Train also wears Honolulu blue? 
Ask any 2-year-old!

—  Angela Kallek, of Grosse Pointe Park, on her Lions superfan husband, Mitch

Superfans Joe Zambardi 
and his wife, Katherine, 
have all the feels after 
the Lions fi rst playoff 
victory in 33 years. Joe 
and his wife traveled up 
to Detroit from 
Tennessee for home 
games before moving 
back to the Pointes this 
year. His family has held 
season tickets for more 
than 25 years and he 
went to EVERY home 
game during the dark 
season in 2008 when the 
Lions went 0-16. He’s a 
tried and true Honolulu 
blue fan!

COURTESY PHOTO

I am currently 16 and have 
watched every game since I was 
10 years old. I can name fi rst, sec-
ond and third string players! I was 
at the playoff game and was 
hugged by everyone around me 
saying I was a great, loud fan and 
great to be around. I was shown 
on TV celebrating during the 
Denver game. I love the Lions and 
Dan Campbell - I wear my favor-
ite grey Lions sweatshirt every 
game. GO LIONS! 

—  John Lubera, Grosse Pointe 
Farms

COURTESY PHOTO

My son, Hudson Brown, is easily one of the biggest Lions fans in the Pointes. 
He’s attended training camps since the age of fi ve, bringing his football cards to 
point out players to his mother and I. He helped me deck out our basement with 
a big screen and projector to watch every game. Finally, his two big Christmas 
gift requests this year were a Lions game day chain and framed Aidan 
Hutchinson jersey, which we got from Posterity in the Village. At an age when 
kids bounce from team to team on a whim, Hudson is a constant and faithful 
member of #OnePride.

—  Pat Brown, proud dad of Hudson Brown, fi rst runner-up in the Grosse Pointe 
News Detroit Lions Superfan contest

COURTESY PHOTOS

Hudson Brown, of Grosse Pointe Farms, has been named fi rst runner-up in the 
Grosse Pointe News Detroit Lions Superfan contest.



SOUTH
GIRLS VARSITY 
BASKETBALL
Grosse Pointe South junior Maddy Benard 
scored 34 points to help the Blue Devils trump 
Eisenhower 60-51 Friday, Jan. 19. The Blue 
Devils are 5-5 overall on the season and are 
3-2 tied for third place in the MAC Red. South 
hosted rival Grosse Pointe North Tuesday, Jan. 
23, after press time.
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Whether it’s games, meets or matches, high school winter sports in the 
Pointes are in full swing and the Grosse Pointe News is here to bring you 
all the varsity action. Some of the week’s biggest hits and highlights include:

SOUTH
B OY S 
W R E ST L I N G
Grosse Pointe South 
junior Wyatt Hepner, 
pictured with his mom, 
Kim, earned his 100th 
career wrestling win as 
a Blue Devil Thursday, 
Jan.18, against Preston 
Auld from rival Grosse 
Pointe North. Hepner 
typically wrestles in the 
138 lb. category, but for 
this match, he 
competed in the 144 lb. 
weight class. Hepner 
won by a “”tech fall,” 
beating Auld 15-0. 
South wrestlers went on 
to beat North 57-18 on 
the Blue Devils senior 
night.

SOUTH
VARSITY FOOTBALL
Grosse Pointe South head varsity 
football coach Chad Hepner was 
named 2023’s regional Coach of the 
Year in Division 2, region four in the 
state of Michigan. Hepner was elect-
ed for the honor by the Michigan 
High School Football Coaches 
Association “in recognition of his 
outstanding accomplishments in 
high school football coaching” in his 
most recent season leading the Blue 
Devils to a 9-2 record, a MAC White 
regular season championship and a 
playoff  appearance in the district fi -
nal game. It was the program’s most 
wins since the 1987 season.

HITS& HIGHLIGHTS

SOUTH
“COACHES VS. CANCER” 
EVENT
Grosse Pointe South’s boys basketball 
fundraising event, “Coaches vs. Cancer,” will take 
place Friday, Jan. 26, against Dakota. All three 
teams from South’s boys basketball program will 
participate in this special fundraising eff ort to 
help beat cancer, beginning with the freshman 
game at 4 p.m., junior varsity at 5:30 p.m. and 
varsity at 7 p.m. 
“Coaches vs. Cancer” is a joint eff ort between the American Cancer Society 
and National Association of Basketball Coaches. The night is a culmination of 
several weeks of fundraising for the American Cancer Society by South’s boys 
basketball program.
Throughout the three games, players and coaches will honor lives lost to 
cancer, celebrate survivors and show appreciation for the caregivers who 
selfl essly help others. To donate to this eff ort, head to main.acsevents.org/
goto/gpsouthbasketball.

DONATIONS CAN BE DIRECTED TO THE QR CODE BELOW

Friday, January 26th

 4:00pm freshman  |  5:30pm jv  |  7:00pm varsity
GrossE pointe SOUTH High School

Agent Thomas Mercer
Phone: (586) 265-2304

SOUTH
GIRLS SOFTBALL CLINIC
The Grosse Pointe South girls softball program will host its 10th 
annual clinic from 9 a.m. to noon Saturday, March 16, in the main 
gym at South. The clinic is for players in kindergarten through 
eighth grade and costs $75. All proceeds benefi t South softball. 
Instructors for the clinic include members of the Blue Devils 
coaching staff  and current players. The clinic will focus on basic 
throwing techniques and fi elding, as well as hitting fundamentals. 
There is an opportunity on the registration form to request being 
placed in an advanced group to work at a higher skill level. For 
more information, email South varsity head coach Bill Fleming at 
gpsouthsoftball@gmail.com. 

SOUTH
MHSAA SCHOLAR-ATHLETE 
AWARD FINALISTS
Jack Ryan, a senior at Grosse Pointe South, was named a 
fi nalist last week for the 2023-24 MHSAA Scholar-Athlete 
Award. Ryan is one of 120 scholarship applicants from around the state who made the fi nal round from a 
pool of 1,607 applicants. The award is in its 35th year and will honor 32 individuals from MHSAA member 
schools who participate in at least one sport in which the Association sponsors a postseason tournament. 
Winners will be announced in February on the MHSAA website at https://www.mhsaa.com/.

NORTH
GIRLS VARSITY BASKETBALL
Grosse Pointe North girls varsity basketball bounced back from its only loss of 
the season to Port Huron earlier in the week to beat L’Anse Creuse North 50-
30 on the road Friday, Jan. 19. Jenna Winowiecki had 18 points, four rebounds 
and three assists. Natalie Babcock had 14 points, seven steals, six rebounds 
and three assists, while Eva Borowski added 12 points, fi ve steals and four 
assists. North sits atop the MAC Red at 4-1 and are 9-1 overall. They traveled to 
play rival Grosse Pointe South Tuesday, Jan. 23, after press time.

Does your team have a newsworthy quick hit or highlight from the week to share? Send it along to mleonard@grossepointenews.com.

SOUTH
BOYS VARSITY HOCKEY
Grosse Pointe South boys varsity hockey team honored its 12 seniors Saturday, Jan. 20, before the team’s game against Chippewa Valley United. South 
relinquished a 2-0 lead before losing 3-2 in overtime. South went on the road to play Gabriel Richard on Tuesday, Jan. 23, after press time.

COURTESY PHOTO
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25 THURSDAY

»  4 p.m. - GPN Unifi ed Hoops vs. Sterling 
Heights- 4 p.m.

» 6 p.m. - ULS Girls Hoops @ Cranbrook
»  7 p.m. - ULS Boys Hoops vs. Shrine
»  7 p.m. - GPN Girls Hoops vs. Port Huron
»  7 p.m. - GPS Girls Hoops vs. Dakota
»  7 p.m. - GPS Girls Hockey @ Cranbrook

26 FRIDAY

» 3:30 p.m. - ULS Girls Hockey @ OLSM
» 7 p.m. - GPN Boys Hoops vs. Lincoln
»  7 p.m. - GPN Boys Hockey @ Bishop 

Foley
» 7 p.m. - GPS Boys Hoops vs. Dakota
»  7:30 p.m. - GPS Girls Hockey vs. Skyron

27 SATURDAY

» TBD - Gymnastics @ Lakeland
» TBD - GPN Comp. Cheer @ Lamphere
» TBD - GPN Girls Wrestling @ Fitzgerald
» 5 p.m. - ULS Girls Hockey vs. Skyron
» 6 p.m. - GPN Hockey @ Anchor Bay
»  7:30 p.m. - GPS Boys Hockey @ Allen 

Park

28 SUNDAY

»  No events scheduled

29 MONDAY

» 7 p.m. - GPS Girls Hoops @ LCN
» 7 p.m. - GPN Girls Hoops @ Dakota

30 TUESDAY

» 4 p.m. - GPS Unifi ed Hoops vs. TBD
»  6 p.m. - GPS Boys Swim & Dive @ 

Fraser
»  6 p.m. - GPN Boys Swim & Dive @ 

Dakota
»  6:30 p.m. - ULS Girls Hockey vs. Sacred 

Heart
»  6:30 p.m. - Gymnastics vs. Bloomfi eld 

Hills (@ GPN)
» 7 p.m. - GPS Boys Hockey @ OLSM
»  7 p.m. - ULS Girls Hoops vs. Lutheran North
» 7 p.m. - GPN Boys Hoops @ Eisenhower

» 7 p.m. - GPS Boys Hoops @ Stevenson
» 7:30 p.m. - ULS Boys Hoops @ Everest

31 WEDNESDAY

»  4 p.m. - GPN Unifi ed Hoops vs. Allen Park
»  5:30 p.m. - GPS Girls Hoops @ Port Huron
» 5:30 p.m. - GPS Wrestling @ Annapolis
» 7 p.m. - GPN Girls Hoops vs. Eisenhower
» 8 p.m. - ULS @ GPS Girls Hockey

1 THURSDAY

»  5:50 p.m. - GPS Boys Hockey vs. 
Country Day (@ Trenton)

» 7 p.m. - GPS Boys Hoops vs. Madison
» 7 p.m. - GPN Boys Hoops vs. New Haven

2 FRIDAY

»  4 p.m.  GPS vs. GPN Unifi ed Hoops (@ 
GPS)

» 5:30 p.m. - GPS Comp. Cheer @ Fraser
» 7 p.m - GPN Boys Hockey @ CV
»  7 p.m - ULS Boys Hoops @ Cardinal 

Mooney
»  7 p.m - ULS Girls Hoops @ Greenhills
»  7:30 p.m - GPS @ GPN Girls Hockey (@ 

ESH)

3 SATURDAY

»  9 a.m. - GPN + GPS Wrestling MAC 
Meet (@ Roseville)

» 10 a.m. - Gymnastics @ Canton
»  12 p.m. - GPS Boys Swim & Dive Wayne 

Co. Meet (@ Trenton)
»  12 p.m.  - GPN Boys Hockey @ 

Marysville
»  2 p.m. - GPS Comp. Cheer @ LCN
»  6 p.m. - GPS Girls Hockey vs. Metro Jets
»  7 p.m. - GPS Boys Hockey vs. Saline (@ 

Trenton)
»  8 p.m. - ULS Girls Hockey @ 

Washtenaw

4 SUNDAY

» No events scheduled

5 MONDAY

» TBD - ULS @ GPS Girls Hoops

» 7 p.m. - GPN Boys Hoops vs. Fraser
» 7 p.m. - GPS Boys Hoops @ Roseville

6 TUESDAY

»  4 p.m. -  GPS Unifi ed Hoops @ Roseville
»  4 p.m. - GPN Unifi ed Hoops vs. 

Woodhaven
»  5 p.m. - ULS Boys Hockey @ Riverview GR
» 6 p.m. - GPS Boys Hockey vs. Romeo
»  6 p.m. - GPS Boys Swim & Dive vs. 

Anchor Bay
»  6 p.m. - GPN Boys Swim & Dive vs. Fraser
» 7 p.m. - ULS Boys Hoops vs. Bishop Foley
» 7 p.m. - GPS Girls Hoops vs. Eisenhower
» 7 p.m. - GPN Girls Hoops vs. LCN
» 7:30 p.m. - ULS Girls Hoops @ Riverview GR

7 WEDNESDAY

»  TBD - GPN Wrestling MHSAA Districts (@ 
TBD)

»  5:30 p.m. - GPS Wrestling MHSAA 
Districts (@ GPS)

»  6 p.m. - GPN + GPS Comp. Cheer MAC 
Meet (@ PH)

»  6:30 p.m. - Gymnastics Quad Meet
(@ GPN)

» 7:45 p.m. - GPN Boys Hockey vs. Ford II
» 8 p.m. - ULS @ GPN Girls Hockey (@ ESH)

8 THURSDAY

»  4 p.m. - GPS Unifi ed Hoops vs. Sterling 
Heights

» 4 p.m. - GPN Unifi ed Hoops @ Clawson
»  7 p.m. - GPS Boys Hoops vs. TBD (MAC 

Tourn.)
»  7 p.m. - GPN Boys Hoops vs. TBD (MAC 

Tourn.)
» 7 p.m. - ULS Boys Hoops @ Lutheran NW

9 FRIDAY

»  5 p.m. -  ULS Girls Hockey vs. Northville
» 6 p.m. - ULS Girls Hoops @ Everest
»  7 p.m. - GPS Girls Hoops vs. Edison
»  7 p.m. - GPN Girls Hoops vs. Anchor Bay
»   7:30 p.m. - ULS Boys Hockey @ Allen Park

10 SATURDAY

»  10 a.m. - GPN + GPS Wrestling Indiv. 
Districts (@ TBD)- TBD, GPN Comp. Cheer 
@ Oxford

»  12 p.m. - GPN + GPS Boys Swim & Dive 
(@ GPS)

» 4 p.m. - GPS Boys Hockey @ UDJ
» 4 p.m. - GPN Boys Hockey vs. Hartland
» 6 p.m. - GPN Girls Hockey vs. TBD

11 SUNDAY

» No events scheduled

12 MONDAY

»  6:30 p.m. - Gymnastics vs. Tecumseh (@ 
GPN)

»  7 p.m. - GPN Girls Hoops @ Ford II

13 TUESDAY

»  3 p.m. - Figure Skating @ Dearborn
»  5:30 p.m. - ULS Girls Hoops vs. 

Cranbrook
»  6 p.m. - GPS Boys Swim & Dive vs. 

Dakota
» 6 p.m. - GPN Boys Swim & Dive vs. Ford II
»  7 p.m. - GPS Boys Hoops vs. TBD (MAC 

Tourn.)
»   7 p.m. - GPN Boys Hoops vs. TBD (MAC 

Tourn.)

S P O R T S  C A L E N D A R
J A N U A RY  &  F E B R U A RY

2024

205 HELP WANTED LEGAL

LEGAL ADMINISTRATOR
Grosse Pointe Farms

    We are looking for a detail-oriented, enthusiastic 
individual to join our corporate staff. The role involves 
providing support in a range of legal and administrative 
tasks, focusing on the nuances of media, trademark, 
Real Estate, and contract law.

Key Responsibilities:
  Prepare, review, and modify legal documents, 

including contracts, agreements, and licensing 
arrangements.

  Assist in ensuring regulatory compliance in 
media law.

  Maintain and manage legal files.
  Act as a liaison between internal departments 

and external entities for legal correspondence.
  Keep updated with the latest developments and 

trends in media, trademark, Real Estate, and 
contract law.

Qualifications:
  Experience as a Paralegal is a plus.
  Exceptional research, analytical, and 

communication skills.
  Proficiency in Microsoft Office Suite.
  Ability to thrive in a collaborative, fast-paced 

work setting.

Please send your cover letter and resume to
sagahr@sagacom.com

Saga Communications is proud to be 
an Equal Opportunity Employer.

012524

205 HELP WANTED LEGAL

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
    Saga Communications, a publicly traded broadcast 
company headquartered in Grosse Pointe, has an 
immediate opening for an assistant, full or part-time, to 
serve as a contract administrator and other designated 
responsibilities. Candidate should be proficient in 
Microsoft Word and Excel and be able to keep everyone 
organized in a fast-paced, small office environment.  
Experience in broadcasting is a big plus!

Email cover letter and resume to
sagahr@sagacom.com

NO phone calls, please!  EOE

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
PHONE: 313-882-6900 EXT. 4 WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COMFAX: 313-882-1585

100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

101 PRAYERS

105 ART SERVICES

131 COUNSELORS /
THERAPISTS

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL 203 HELP WANTED

DENTAL / MEDICAL

302 SITUATION WANTED
CONVALESCENT CARE

302 SITUATION WANTED
CONVALESCENT CARE

305 SITUATION WANTED
HOUSE CLEANING

305 SITUATION WANTED
HOUSE CLEANING

Are you tired
of spending your

weekends
scrubbing, dusting,
and vacuuming?
It's time to reclaim
your free time and
enjoy the comfort of
a spotless home.
Opulent Touch

is here to make your
life easier with our
professional maid
services. Call

(313)844-8566

C L A S S I F I E D S

313-882-6900

FIND Your Next 

JOB HERE.
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Directory of ServiceS
Some classifications are not required by law to be licensed. Please check with the proper state agency to verify license.

701 APTS/FLATS/DUPLEX
DETROIT/WAYNE COUNTY

FOR LEASE-
Beautifully
Renovated

Two Bedroom
Lower Flat in

East English Village
$1,100.00

Plus Utilities-
Section 8 Welcome
Rick (586)945-8566

705 HOUSES FOR RENT
POINTES/HARPER WOODS

HOUSE FOR RENT
Mapleton Street,

Grosse Pointe
Farms,

NO pets,
3 bedroom, 1. 5

bath, 2 car garage.
$1,700. per month.

(313)410-1222

Property For Rent

406 ESTATE SALES

BEAUTIFUL ESTATE SALE
Friday January 26 and Saturday February 27

9:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M.

313-881-1800
Auctions • Appraisals • Estate / Moving Sales • Clean Outs

STREET NUMBERS HONORED AT 8:30 A.M. FRIDAY ONLY
Our numbers available 8:30 A.M. ~ 9:00 A.M. Friday only

Check website for photos and details. stefeksauctions.com

012524

This fabulous home features wonderful furniture and 
decorative items. Check website for photos and details. 

5162 NEWPORT CT.
Rochester

(E. of Adams, S. of Silver Bell)

312 SITUATION WANTED
ORGANIZING

DUCKS IN A ROW
De-cluttering and
organizing your
home! Closets,

basements,
whole house.
Organize your
paper clutter.

Home information,
notebooks,

Medical journals,
memory albums.

Becky Schlaff
(313)580-2528
Susan Mason
(313)910-9705

schlaffb@
comcast.net
rwmason@

comcast.net

402 ARTS & CRAFTS

MODERN
ART

and traditional
paintings for sale.
Many price levels.

Call Robert
(586)496-2586

413 MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

BALDWIN
Model M Baby

Grand Piano 5'2".
Excellent condition,
well maintained one

owner / piano
teacher. Dealers are

selling as high as
11K - we are offer-
ing for $5,000 or

best offer.
Grosse Pointe

Farms residence.
Call or text

(989)971-2414 for
more information.

415 WANTED TO BUY

SELL ME YOUR
VINYL RECORDS
We buy LP's, 45's

No collection
too large.

We come to you!
RIPE RECORDS

Call (313)469-7479

416 SPORTS EQUIPMENT

ELLIPTICAL
FOR SALE

$2,000.00 new,
asking $500.00.

Endless work out
programs, also a

pivot arm
that most don't

have which gives a
smooth walk or

running feel.
Without this they

tend to have a
falling feel

per rotation.
(313)236-9924

PICTURE
IT

Make more space
in your closet

or garage...
And make some 

easy cash!

C L A S S I F I E D S

313-882-6900

SOLD

classifieds
313-882-6900

(313)882-6900 ext. 4

Sell your Art, Antiques, Furniture, etc. 
in our new section featuring treasures 
and vintage items from here in the 
local area and around 
the region.

    What’s Old
                 Is News Again

Special Pricing!
plus free
photo

$20

Call the Classifi eds for more details.
313-882-6900 ext. 4

SAM
PLE

Subscribing is easy. 
Call 313.343.5578 

or visit grossepointenews.com

It’s what’s most important to you, to your 
kids, to your family. It’s easy to stay on top 
of what is happening around you with the

$4950 Annual subscription, 
delivered weekly with 
24/7 online access

Your Neighborhood

911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,

tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and

insured.
masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525

Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING

FINANCING

•Chimneys
•Porches
•Concrete

•Steps
•Stonework

•Tuckpointing
•Patios

•Fireplaces
•Brick Work
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

914 CARPENTRY

Wood Rot
Repair Specialists

Garage
Straightening
Deck Repairs

Crown Molding
Custom Wood

Projects
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

920 CHIMNEY REPAIR

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,

tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and

insured.
masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525

Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING

FINANCING

927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

 Debris Removal
•Clean Outs

•Hauling
Unwanted Items

•Dumpsters
Available
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

DUMPSTERS
AVAILABLE

•Clean Outs
•Basement/

  Garage Clean Out
•Debris Removal

 (313)408-1166

www.cleanup
clearout.com

•Clutter •Debris
•Hoarding

•Estate Clean Outs
•Medium, Large,
Extremely Large

Projects
Dumpsters
Available

(313)886-3330
Grosse Pointe

Based Since 2007

929 DRYWALL / PLASTERING

930 ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Electrical Repair 
Lights - Switches - Plugs 

936 FLOOR SANDING /
REFINISHING

FLOOR
laying, sanding
and refinishing.

Laminate
flooring installed.
Free estimates.

Terry Yerke
(586)823-7753

939 GENERAL SERVICES

GUTTER • WINDOW
CLEANING

Insured
Call Tom Micoli
(313)656-9402

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

(313)886-0520
TREE REMOVAL

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

DAVE's
TREE & SHRUB
Tree Removal/

Trimming
Stump Grinding
Gutter Cleaning
FREE ESTIMATES

30% WINTER
DISCOUNTS

SENIOR DISCOUNTS
* FIREWOOD *

AVAILABLE
25 Years

(586)216-0904

944 GUTTERS

ELIMINATE
gutter cleaning

forever!
LeafFilter,

the most advanced
debris- blocking

gutter protection.
Schedule a

FREE LeafFilter
estimate today.

20% off
entire purchase.

PLUS 10% Senior &
Military discounts.

Call 1(866)495-1709

Gutter
Replacement

& Repair
5 & 6 inch

Gutter Guards
Gutter Cleaning
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
Temper Aluminum

Gutter Covers
Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

945 HANDYMAN

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Service

Electrical - Plumbing

945 HANDYMAN

HANDYMAN
specializing in

Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning,

Electrical
and miscellaneous

odd jobs.
Lifetime career

experience,
reference available.
Call Douglas Kehrer

at
(586)292-5971

TRUBLUE
of

ROYAL OAK
 Specializing in:

Senior Modification
and Handyman

services:
 Cleancut baths,

Grab bars, Walk- in
Showers.
Home Ally

Maintenance
programs!

 Free Home
Safety Assessments

 (844)394-4322

We're your
"TO DO"

list handymen!
Let us help you with

any plumbing,
electrical,

carpentry and
much more.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
 (313)408-1166

947 HEATING & COOLING
REPAIR

 SPECIALIZING
IN SERVICE &

INSTALLATION:
•Furnace & Boilers
•Air Conditioning
•SDHV Spacepak

•Indoor Air Quality
•Ductless Mini

Splits
•Tankless Water

Heaters
(586)489-3884
www.mccarver

mech.com
FREE ESTIMATES!

948 INSULATION

A quiet home is a
relaxing home!

Blown in Cellulose
Insulation is

GREEN, cost and
energy efficient.

Red Baron
Enterprises, LLC

can insulate
your home.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

Painting Services
Interior & Exterior

Floors
Drywall
Plaster

Restoration
Wood Finishing

+ Staining
+ much more!

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

957 PLUMBING
& INSTALLATION

957 PLUMBING
& INSTALLATION

Plumbing
Diagnosis

Installation
Repair

Hot Water Tanks
Snaking

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

SPECIALIZING
IN SERVICE &
INSTALLATION

•Standard Water
Heaters

•Tankless Water
Heaters

•Boiler Repair
(Steam &

Hot Water)
(586)489-3884
www.mccarver

mech.com
FREE ESTIMATES!

960 ROOFING SERVICES

960 ROOFING SERVICES

NEW INSTALLATION
Roofs, Gutters

Repairs
Siding

Financing Available!
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

Residential
Commecial

ROOFING EXPERTS
Lifetime Warranty

on Shingles
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

962 SANITATION SERVICES

www.cleanup
clearout.com

•Clutter •Debris
•Hoarding

•Before & After
Estate Sale
Clean Outs

•Medium, Large,
Extremely Large

Projects
Donation Delivery

Dumpsters
Available

(313)886-3330
Grosse Pointe

Based Since 2007

Classifieds
Work For You

To place an ad call:
(313)882-6900 x4

HANDY
MAN

FIND
Your Next

HERE.
classifieds
313-882-6900
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