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Coming soon to Grosse Pointe South 
As we usher in Black History Month, 

we celebrate with this painting by Charles 
Alston titled, “Troubadour,” painted circa 
1955, which will be on display beginning 
Feb. 3, at Grosse Pointe South High 
School, as part of a second semester edu-
cational exhibition. Alston’s career and 
accomplishments are among countless 
stories that celebrate black Americans’ 
central role in U.S. history and detail the 
adversity African Americans have faced 
for generations.

A foundational fi gure of the Harlem 
Renaissance, Alston dedicated his life to 
the cultural enrichment, artistic advance-
ment and empowerment of black 
Americans. After mastering an Academic 
Realist style as a teenager, Alston became 
increasingly interested in African art and 
aesthetics while in graduate school at 
Columbia University Teachers College. 
After graduating, he remained in Harlem 
and cofounded the Harlem Art Workshop 
in 1934.

In 1935, Alston became the fi rst black 
supervisor for the Federal Art Project 
when he received an assignment to direct 
the Works Progress Administration 
murals in Harlem Hospital. Though the 

Federal Art Project approved his designs, 
hospital administration rejected the 
works for an excess of African American 
subject matter. After protests and exten-
sive press coverage, the hospital eventu-
ally allowed production of the murals to 
proceed and, in 1936, two were exhibited 
at the Museum of Modern Art. In 
response, Alston was inspired to cofound 
the Harlem Artists Guild in the hope of 
convincing the WPA to fund more black 
artists. 

In 1963, he became a founding member 
of Spiral, an artist collective that sought 
to contribute to the civil rights movement 
by increasing gallery and museum repre-
sentation for black artists. In 1968, Alston 
received a presidential appointment from 
Lyndon Johnson to the National Council 
of Culture and the Arts and in 1969, 
Mayor John Lindsay appointed him to the 
New York City Art Commission. In 1973, 
he was made full professor at City College 
of New York and in 1975, was awarded 
the fi rst Distinguished Alumni Award 
from Teachers College. In 1990, Alston’s 
bust of Martin Luther King Jr. became the 
fi rst image of an African American dis-
played at the White House.

COURTESY PHOTO

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — The War 
Memorial is getting back 
to its roots in 2024, start-
ing with a veterans com-
mittee created last fall to 
bring more events and 
programs for veterans 
throughout the year. 

“From what we can 
tell, there was at some 
point more of a shift from 
veteran-focused to the 
arts and culture side, 
which, it’s great for the 
community, but we are 
The War Memorial and 
we like honoring our vet-
erans,” said Brett Pulte, 
member of the commit-
tee and director of mar-
k e t i n g  a n d 
communications for The 
War Memorial.  

The committee’s first 
goal is to host bi-monthly 
veteran educational sem-
inars, the fi rst of which is 
a free Disability Law 
Group Veterans Benefi ts 
Seminar 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 8, at the 
Fred M. Alger Center. 

Lunch will be provided, 
as will information on 
veterans’ benefi ts, which 
can include health care, 
month ly  d isab i l i ty 
checks, life insurance, 
home loans and educa-
tion through the GI Bill.

As April is Alcohol 
Awareness Month, the 
next seminar likely will 
incorporate this theme. 
Future seminars may 
focus on mental health 
and post-traumatic stress 
disorder, but the commit-

The War Memorial 
introduces new 
veterans committee

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — City council 
discussed next steps at 
its meeting Monday, Jan. 
22, for plans to redesign 
the intersection of Mack 
and Vernier to make it 
safer for vehicular and 
pedestrian traffi c.

That includes paying 
$20,000 to 4D Acquisition 
and Consult ing of 
Onsted to obtain four 
easements, including 
two on property owned 
by the Grosse Pointe 
Public School System.

“That’s mainly so we 
can install the mast 
arms,” according to City 
Administrator Frank 
Schulte. 

Instead of traffi c lights 
at the intersection strung 
overhead, they will be 
placed on black mast 
arms — similar to those 
at Kercheval and Moross 
— that arch over the 
roadway. Two of the 
easements  invo lve 
Parcells Middle School 
and Mason Elementary 
School, with one at 
Lochmoor Club and 
another at Berkshires 
Condominiums.

Those will allow the 
city to install a new 
crosswalk on Vernier at 
Sunningdale Park on the 
west end of the golf 
course.

The city and school 
district partnered last 
year to receive two Safe 
Routes to Schools grants 
of $300,000 for each 
school.

What started as an 
idea to spruce up the 
intersection evolved into 
a complete redo as more 
studies were completed. 
That moved forward 
after an offer from 
Wayne  County  to 
improve county streets, 
which Mack is, using its 

Woods 
eyeing 
Mack/
Vernier 
project 
for 2025
By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— The city manager is a 
few legs up on reaching 
his goals for the year.

Among objectives for 
2024 are:
◆ settling a public 

safety labor contract — 
fi nished;
◆ bringing online the 

flood-fighting extreme 
emergency relief valve, 
which already is installed 
at Patterson Park and 
awaiting testing — pretty 
much fi nished;
◆ completing a capital 

improvement plan — 
about halfway finished 
and

Manager 
gets goals
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE SHORES —
City council at its January meeting 

received an unmodifi ed opinion for 
the audit of its 2022-23 fi scal year 
fi nances.

“The reason for the audit is to 
give an opinion and an unmodifi ed 

opinion is the best you can have,” 
Jordan Smith of Maner Costerisan 
told council. “Our responsibility is 
to provide you with the reassur-
ance that everything is in order.”

As was the case with most 

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

Shores receives clean audit

First educational seminar 
on veterans benefi ts is Feb. 8

See GOALS, page 2A

See AUDIT, page 2A See MACK, page 2A

See VETERANS, page 2A

Charles Alston’s “Troubadour.”

Home: Grosse Pointe Woods
Faith, family, friendship 
drive scholarship winner

Pointer of
INTEREST

See story, page 4A
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◆ adopting a new zon-
ing code, which is 
expected in six months.

To be completed before 
year’s end are:
◆ fulfi lling state envi-

ronmental water and 
sewer testing standards,
◆ seeking grants for 

t h e  D o w n t o w n 
Development Authority 
and Tax Increment 
Finance Authority,
◆ updating the munici-

pal water reliability study 
for better water mains 
and related infrastruc-

ture,
◆ seeking ways to 

reduce retiree legacy 
costs,
◆ working with the 

new public schools super-
intendent about the 
future of vacant Trombly 
Elementary School,
◆ pursuing cost savings 

through sharing or coop-
eration with the Grosse 
Pointes, excluding con-
solidation of public safety 
forces and
◆ overseeing options to 

renovate the municipal 
marina.

Nick Sizeland, city 
manager since 2019, 
received the goals during 

a Jan. 24 meeting with 
the personnel committee. 
The committee is charged 
with reviewing the man-
ager and city attorney, 
providing both with 
annual objectives.

Sizeland developed the 
goals for presentation to 
the committee.

“We had good feedback 
back and forth,” he said.

“Higher-prioritized 
goals are items that the 
council and the commu-
nity expect the city man-
ager to be laser-focused 
on in 2024,” said 
Counci lman Marty 
McMillan, appointed by 
Mayor Michele Hodges to 
chair the committee start-
ing this year. Hodges also 
is on the committee.

“The other goals are 

important as well,” 
McMillan said, “but they 
may be more normal 
operating tasks that you 
would expect of a highly 
efficient operating city 
government.”

This is the fi rst time in 
three years the commit-
tee met its January obli-
gation, specified in 
Sizeland’s contract, to 
present his goals. Hodges 
d e m o t e d  p r i o r 
Chairwoman Christine 
Gallagher in 2022, for 
missing the deadline a 
second time and putting 
the city at legal risk for 
not living up to contrac-
tual obligations.

“Finalizing the city 
manager’s goals on time 
is something Mayor 
Hodges made clear was 

an expectation of hers,” 
McMillan said. “It allows 
the manager to have a 
solid understanding of 
our expectations and 
plenty of time to achieve 
them.”

“The goal of this mayor, 
administration and coun-
cil is a continuous march 
to streamlining and pro-
fessionalization,” said 
Councilman Max Wiener, 
a new member of the 
committee. “It’s paying 
off. (It’s) all about contin-
uous improvement.”

“Having mutual coop-
eration between the city 
administration and coun-
cil is the best thing for a 
community to move for-
ward,” Sizeland said.

He also received a 
$10,000 raise, boosting 
his salary to $120,000.

Sizeland has advocated 
infrastructure improve-

ments from the time he 
became manager.

“Infrastructure pro-
vides for Grosse Pointe 
Park to move forward, 
when for so many years 
nothing had been done,” 
he said.

As during last year, 
infrastructure projects 
for 2024 focus on water 
and sewer improvements, 
including the water reli-
ability study.

“It’s like an asset man-
agement tool so we can 
prioritize which water 
mains need to be looked 
at,” Sizeland said. “We 
had several water main 
breaks during the fall. We 
just had another on St. 
Paul. This study will 
assist us in fi nding a pat-
tern of breaks, which 
mains are undersized and 
should be upgraded to a 
larger capacity.”

GOALS:
Continued from page 1A

municipal i t ies ,  the 
Shores saw its revenue 
from property taxes 
increase due to higher 
than normal inflation. 
Michigan law caps prop-
erty tax increases at 5 
percent or the Consumer 
Price Index, whichever is 
lower. Assessments for 
2022-23 were the first 
time since the law was 
passed in 1994 that infl a-
tion was above the 5 per-
cent threshold.

For the Shores, that 
revenue increased 12 
percent from the previ-
ous year, from $5.6 mil-
lion to $6.2 million. The 
city also saw its general 
fund balance grow 13.5 
percent, or $331,500.

The fund balance 
stands at $2.8 million, 
with spending just under 
$8 million.

“The Government 
F i n a n c e  O f f i c e r s 
Association recommends 
a fund balance equal to 
two months of operating 
expenditures,” Smith 
said. “That’s about 17 
percent of expenditures, 
but in your case you’re at 
39 percent.”

Mayor Ted Kedzierski 
said council policy is to 

keep the fund balance at 
25 percent or higher.

Other funds are in even 
better shape. Smith said 
the water and sewer fund 
has a balance of $2.8 mil-
lion, or 141 percent of 
expenses. The marina 
fund, at $630,000, is at a 
whopping 1,500 percent 
of expenses.

“You can see those are 
very, very healthy,” he 
noted.

Net pension liability 
increased $187,000, to 
$6.5 million, while the 
liability for OPEB (other 
post-employment bene-
fits) increased almost 
$498,000, to $10.1 mil-
lion.

Public safety, with a 
budget of $2.7 million, is 
the city’s largest single 
expense and accounts for 
39 percent of expendi-
tures. Long-term obliga-
tions, primarily bonds for 
recent water main work 
on Lakeshore, stand at 
$14 million.

The city also has $31.5 
million in investments 
and a AAA credit rating, 
the highest possible, 
from Standard and 
Poor’s.

“This is good news,” 
Kedzierski said of the 
audit report. “This isn’t 
our money, we’re just the 
fi scal stewards.”

AUDIT:
Continued from page 1A

American Rescue Plan 
Act dollars. 

The city also received 
a $720,000 grant from 
t h e  M i c h i g a n 
Department of Public 
Safety.

“We’re also working 
with Sen. Kevin Hertel 

o n  a n  a d d i t i o n a l 
$500,000 grant from the 
state,” Schulte said. 
“We’re hoping every-
thing falls into place.”

The intersection cur-
rently allows for direct 
left turns in three direc-
tions, with traffi c south-
bound on Mack required 
to make a Michigan-left 
to access eastbound 
Vernier. The new inter-

section will have no left 
turns.

“There’ve been 33 acci-
dents there in the last 
two years,” Schulte said.

Public Safety Director 
John Kosanke told city 
council last year it is the 
most dangerous intersec-
tion in the city by far.

The turnaround at 
Sunningdale Park also 
will be eliminated and 

crosswalks with fl ashing 
yellow lights on Mack 
will be added at Anita, 
Hampton and Brys.

Schulte said the plan is 
to begin work June 15, 
2025, and be completed 
by the time the following 
school year starts.

“We need to pre-order 
everything so we’re 
ready to go,” he said.

MACK:
Continued from page 1A

tee is looking to pull from 
veteran feedback.

“If any veteran has an 
idea or a topic they want 
to hear about, give us a 
call at (313) 881-7514, 
send us an email (at asz
warc@warmemorial.org 
or) contact us through 
our  webs i te ,  war
memorial.org,” Pulte 
said. “We’re more than 
open to suggestions.” 

During the months 
when an educational 
seminar is not planned, 
the veterans committee 
will host veteran-to-vet-
eran gatherings. The 
fi rst, allowing veterans to 
connect  and chat 
amongst themselves, 
took place in December. 

“Every month The War 
Memorial’s going to 
make sure we have some 
kind of event for veter-
ans,” said Alex Szwarc, 
chairman of the veterans 
committee, as well as 

communications and 
marketing manager at 
The War Memorial.

Historically, The War 
Memorial likely had a 
veterans committee, 
Szwarc said, “but we 
need and wanted to bring 
it back now. … We saw 
this as a great way to get 
back to our core roots of 
honoring veterans and 
being a place that con-
stantly gives back and 
doesn’t forget those sac-
rifices that have been 
made.”

To register for the vet-
eran benefits seminar 
Feb. 8, visit tinyurl.
com/3xn26648 or use the 
QR code below.

VETERANS:
Continued from page 1A

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — The city is the 
fi rst in Michigan to re-
ceive a state-of-the-art 
drug disposal kiosk 
through a partnership 
with Rotary International.

The secure,  see-
through box will be 
located in the lobby of 
the public safety depart-
ment, which is open 24 
hours a day. Inside the 
box is a container that 
uses activated charcoal 
to neutralize any pills or 
liquid poured down a 
funnel that sits under a 
flap on top, including 
prescription medications 
and illegal drugs as dan-
gerous as opioids and 
fentanyl.

“This partnership is 
very important because 
the opioid epidemic is 
not going away any time 
soon,” Public Safety 
Director John Kosanke 
said while introducing 
the kiosk Thursday, Jan. 
25. “The charcoal breaks 
down what’s dumped in 
there and renders it 
inert.”

Kosanke said he was 
invited to a meeting of 
the Grosse Pointe 
Sunrise Rotary Club last 
year after three people — 
including two sisters — 
died of drug overdoses 
the same night at two 
houses just blocks apart.

“That was our second 
multi-overdose situation 
in three years,” Kosanke 
said. “I knew right away 
we had to get one.”

Once the container 
inside is full, the city will 
send it to a facility in 
Arkansas to be inciner-
ated. The manufacturer 
then sends the city a new 
container.

Sherrie Jones, presi-

dent of the club, said they 
want to work with all of 
the Pointes to put a kiosk 
in every city, although 
the one in the Woods is 
not limited to just resi-
dents.

Rotary has an exclu-
sive deal with the manu-
facturer to buy the kiosks 
and has a goal of putting 
one in every city nation-
wide where there is a 
chapter. Cost for the 
kiosk is $1,295, while the 
inner container is $495. 
Kosanke said the city will 
be responsible for the 
shipping charges and 
cost of replacement con-
tainers.

In addition, every 
address in the Woods 
will receive a bottle con-
taining the same type of 
charcoal that can hold 60 
pills. It will come with a 
postage-paid envelope to 
send to be incinerated 
and once it’s destroyed a 
new bottle will be sent.

Larry Kenemore, who 
heads up Rotary’s Action 
Group for Addiction 
Prevention, traveled 

from Oklahoma for last 
week’s event.

“This is a boots-on-the-
ground kind of thing just 
like what Rotary did to 
make polio a thing of the 
past,” he said. “We spent 
three years going through 
a 17-volume playbook to 
see what worked and 
what didn’t work to erad-
icate polio.”

Kenemore added that 
not only do the kiosks 
keep medication out of 
the hands of curious chil-
dren, it also prevents 
tainting drinking water 
that comes from people 
flushing pills down the 
toilet. 

Kosanke said the new 
kiosk also is safer for his 
offi cers compared to the 
old drop-off box that had 
an opening similar to a 
mailbox.

“People were pouring 
liquid and tossing nee-
dles in there,” he said. 
“The guys almost got 
stuck a few times.”

The old unit was emp-
tied twice a week and the 
contents picked up for 

disposal once a month.
“We’ll have to see how 

long the new one takes to 
fi ll up to fi gure out how 
often we’ll need to 
replace the container,” 
Kosanke said. “We col-
lected 500 pounds in the 
old one just since last 
June.”

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

Woods gets new drug disposal kiosk

PHOTO COURTESY OF DENNIS HYDUK

Rotary leadership and Grosse Pointe Woods City offi cials at the dedication of 
the medicine safe disposal kiosk.

PHOTO BY TED O’NEIL

This new drug disposal 
kiosk, the fi rst of its kind 
in Michigan, is located in 
the lobby of the Grosse 
Pointe Woods Public 
Safety Department.
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Melanie Spector
Soprano
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CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — City council 
Monday night authorized 
City Manager Joe 
Valentine to work with 
bond council and the 
city’s fi nancial advisors to 
draft August ballot lan-
guage for a voter-ap-
proved bond — and corre-
sponding millage increase 
— not to exceed $15 mil-
lion to separate a majority 
of the remainder of the 
city’s combined system.

The ask comes after the 
summer 2021 flooding 
enabled the city to be 
awarded a $21 million 
grant from the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency, with the caveat 
the city must cover the 

remaining balance of the 
estimated $28 million 
project.

“I feel like we would be 
remiss if we let $21.6 mil-
lion just sit on the table 
and not at least ask the 
voters to get us to the 
point where we can 
gather that money,” 
Mayor Sheila Tomkowiak 
said, before council voted 
6-0, with Councilman 
Chris Walsh absent. 

While the City’s match 
for the work to separate 
the sewers north of 
Waterloo and east of 
Washington is estimated 
at $7 million, the reason-
ing behind a $15 million 
bond is two-fold: First, by 
doubling the available 
funds, the city can ensure 
its match obligations are 
covered.

“These estimates are 
being put forth based on 
what we know at the time, 
but as material costs, 
labor costs are fl uctuat-
ing, bids are typically 
coming in higher than 
what we’re expecting,” 
Valentine explained. 
“And because of that, we 
don’t want to lose out on 
this opportunity by not 
having suffi cient funds to 
contribute to our local 
match.”

Second, if the actual 
match cost comes in less 
than $15 million, the city 
would allocate up to $1.4 
million toward upcoming 
capital projects including 
two garbage trucks, a 
dump truck, front-end 
loader and St. Clair resur-
facing project.

Any funds still remain-

ing simply would not be 
collected from taxpayers.

The millage rate will 
depend on whether the 
ballot language specifi es 
a 20-year or 25-year bond, 
one of which will be rec-
ommended by the city’s 
fi nancial advisors. 

A 20-year bond would 
mean 2.17 mills, which 
equates to $382.07 annu-
ally for the average prop-
erty. A 25-year bond 
would be 1.88 mills, 
which equates to $331.01 
annually for the average 
property. 

In the event council 
chooses to move forward 
with a 25-year bond at 
2.17 mills, the City’s mill-
age rate would rise to 
19.0090 mills, which still 
would be below the rates 
in the Park and Woods.

The City’s current mill-
age rate is 16.8390 mills.

With construction 
intended to begin next 
year, residents likely can 
expect to see the millage 
request on the Aug. 6 bal-
lot. 

Council is expected to 
approve the ballot lan-
guage in May. 

“I was on a stormwater 
task force for the 
Southeast Michigan 
Council of Governments,” 
Tomkowiak said. “The 
data that comes out of 
that organization is chill-
ing about the amount of 
rainfall and the intensity 
of the storms that we can 
expect going forward. 
And we promised every-
body we would do every-
thing we could to see 
what we can do to harden 

our community and deal 
with the infrastructure to 
make it as resilient as 
possible.

“Even if we have two, 
three, four years where 
we don’t have the heavy 
rains — because every 
year we pray we don’t get 
heavy rains again — it’s 
something that just has to 
be done. There’s no way 
around it and I hope the 
voters agree.”

Sewer separation west 
of Neff is the only remain-
ing combined portion of 
the city not included in 
the work. Its estimated 
cost would be $6.93 mil-
lion and, because streets 
in the area recently were 
reconstructed, the city 
instead plans to do the 
work in conjunction with 
future road projects.

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Sewer separation millage likely headed for ballot

GROSSE POINTE 
PARK — The rising 
walls of a performing 
arts center being con-
structed on Jefferson 
are a prelude to the cur-
tain going up opening 
night, scheduled tenta-
tively for spring 2025.

“Isn’t it awesome? 
We’re going vertical,” 
said Jaime Rae Turnbull, 
executive director of the 
A. Paul and Carol C. 
Schaap Center  for 
Performing Arts on 
Jefferson Avenue strad-
dling Maryland in the 
Park and Alter Road in 
Detroit.

Upon completing the 
foundation last month, 
crews progressed to the 
424-seat center’s outer 
walls.

“This is the exciting 
part,” Turnbull said. 
“This is when you start 

to see all of the prepara-
tion, the amount of time 
and effort everyone has 
put in over the last 
decade to get this proj-
ect going — and it’s 
going.”

Because the project 
spans the Park and 
Detroit, Schaap repre-
sentatives needed con-
struction permits from 
both  jur i sd ic t ions . 
D e t r o i t  o f f i c i a l s 
acknowledged  las t 
November their bureau-
cracy delayed demoli-
tion of structures the 
center is replacing.

“A series of internal 
d e p a r t m e n t s  a r e 
required to sign off,” 
Turnbull  said. “We 
received that.”

Final  demoli t ions 
started Monday morn-
ing, Jan. 29.

— Brad Lindberg

Schaap Center 
walls on the rise

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

The last of the Park’s DPW buildings is scheduled to be torn down soon. Bricks, in the storage unit to the 
left, once part of old trolley tracks, will be repurposed within the campus of the new art center.

Part of the 
new building 
on the left 
juxtaposes 
with the old 
DPW building 
to the right. 
The art center 
lot abuts land 
on which an 
apartment 
building sits 
on Alter.

GROSSE POINTE 
PARK — Storm-induced 
power outages caused 
by tree limbs falling on-
to power lines is impact-
ing the city’s forestry 
policy for the coming 
year.

“Due to windstorms, 
you’re going to see a 
priority of tree trim-
ming rather than tree 
planting in the Park,” 
said Nick Sizeland, city 
manager. “That’s a 
major priority of the 
city.”

The city forester 
agrees.

“For years, I’ve been 
advocating for an orga-
nized block-trim sched-
ule, much like I do in 
the City of Grosse 
Pointe,” said Brian 
Colter, retired from a 
more than 20-year 
career as Park city for-
ester, now contracted in 
the same role with the 
Park, City of Grosse 
Pointe and Farms.

“Every year, we trim 
20 percent of trees on 
municipal property in 
the City (of Grosse 
Pointe),” Colter said. 
“It’s benefi cial for pre-
venting future storm 
damage. We go tree-to-
tree down one block and 
trim them all, getting out 
significant deadwood 
and elevating them.”

Elevating means trim-
ming low limbs to pro-

v ide  more  ground 
clearance.

Regular tr imming 
removes weak limbs or 
those, for whatever rea-
son, more susceptible to 
break during wind and 
ice storms.

“It’s so much more 
efficient, too,” Colter 
said. “On average, we 
can do one block per 
day. I post ‘no parking’ 
signs for only one day 
per block. Residents are 
inconvenienced for only 
one day.”

The trimming policy is 
a turnaround from 
recent years. Efforts had 
been to plant more trees 
due, in part, to unex-
pected private funding 
opportunities.

“We got additional 
money besides what’s 
already budgeted for 
tree planting,” Colter 
said.

Members  o f  the 
Grosse Pointe Farm & 
Garden Club celebrated 
their 90th anniversary 
by funding the planting 
of 90 trees spread 
through the Farms, City 
and Park.

An additional 116 
trees were planted in 
those communities in 
memory of Brian Fraser 
of the Park, killed by a 
random shooter at 
M i c h i g a n  S t a t e 
University.

“Currently, we just 
kicked off planting 400 
trees in the (Park) TIFA 
district,” Colter said.

More trimming, 
less planting in 2024
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— One of the constants 
in the city’s upcoming 
six-year capital improve-
ment plan is the likeli-
hood of it being changed.

By continually updat-
ing the document to 
meet unexpected and 
e m e r g e n c y  n e e d s , 
municipal leaders said 
they’ll be in a better posi-
tion to maintain and 
improve the city’s infra-
structure.

A conceptual draft of 
the plan was discussed 
last week by the plan-
ning commission in 
accordance with the 
Michigan Planning 
E n a b l i n g  A c t . 
Commissioners, by those 
same state rules, provide 
recommendations as the 
plan evolves and is for-
warded to the city coun-
cil for fi nal approval and 
implementation.

“We’d like to see this 
at council in February, 
but most likely in 
March,” said Councilman 
Max Wiener, chairman 
of the infrastructure 

committee.
“Approval and recom-

mendation by the com-
mission does not equal 
endorsement of spend-
ing allocations, nor does 
adoption of the CIP by 
the council mean that 
they grant funding to 
any or all projects within 
the CIP,” said Warren 
Rothe, assistant city 
manager and planning 
commission secretary. 
“Rather, by adopting the 
C I P ,  t h e  c o u n c i l 
acknowledges that these 
projects represent a rea-
sonable interpretation of 
pending capital needs 
and can be included in 
the upcoming budget 
process.”

“That is a very impor-
tant part of our continu-
ous professionalization,” 
commission member 
Mayor Michele Hodges 
said of the planning pro-
cess. “It helps form all 
our decision making — 
the budget and making 
sure we’re in alignment 
with the master plan. It 
helps us leverage dollars 
if we have a clear sense 

Capital ideas 
for improvement
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

See IDEAS, page 4A
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$1100 Rebate
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Heat Pump
All built in the USA
Utility Rebates available
Tax Credit Units*
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www.mccarvermech.com
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Furnaces & Boilers
Air Conditioning

Standard Hot Water Tanks
Tankless Water Tanks
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Whole House Generators
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Grosse Pointe North 
High School alumna Rita 
Shemmai is busy study-
ing biomolecular and 
biopsychology sciences 
at the University of 
Michigan as she works 
toward a degree in pre-
dentistry.

But the Grosse Pointe 
Woods native still fi nds 
time every weekend to 
come back to her home-
town and, as importantly, 
sit behind the organ at St. 
Maron Maronite Church 
in Detroit to play for its 
9:30 and 11:30 a.m. 
Masses.

“I’ve been doing it 
since age 11,” she said. 
“The church needed a 
new organist and I had 
been playing piano since 
I was 6 years old.”

When no one answered 
the call ,  Shemmai 
stepped up and fi lled the 
role — after auditioning 
for the priest during a 
house call.

“I do it for the commu-
nity at St. Maron,” she 
said. “I know it makes 
them happy. It’s hard to 
fi nd an organist who can 
play Maronite Mass 
songs.”

Shemmai said she has 
a strong faith life, which 
also includes serving as a 
junior advisor for the 
M a r o n i t e  Y o u t h 
Organization, which she 
said is “a big part of my 
life at St. Maron. It’s a 
great way to get to know 
the Lebanese community 
and grow my faith. It’s 
been a big part of my life 
since I was 13.”

Shemmai spent most of 
her teen years in the 
youth group, then 
became a junior advisor 

and hopes to become an 
advisor.

“It’s basically a coun-
selor to the youth, she 
said, noting the group 
goes to camps and par-
ticipates in other events. 
“Twice a year, the youth 
pack peanut butter and 
jelly sandwiches for the 
homeless in Detroit. It’s 
about community ser-
vice, friendship and 
prayer life.”

Her active volun-
teerism carries into life 
on campus as a member 
of St. Mary’s Student 
Parish, a Lebanese stu-
dent organization. She’s 
also looking for more 
ways to serve at U-M as 
she adjusts to campus 
life.

“I like it a lot,” she 
added. “I’ve found a lot 
of friends here.”

Shemmai is enjoying 
life in Ann Arbor partly 
in thanks to receiving an 
Evans Scholarship for 
high-achieving caddies, 
from the Western Golf 

Association. It covers 
four years of tuition and 
housing for Shemmai, 
Grosse Pointe North’s 
2 0 2 2  h o m e c o m i n g 
queen.

“I’ve been caddying at 
Lochmoor Club since 
seventh grade, since age 
13,” Shemmai said. “I got 
interested in golf after I 
started caddying.”

She plans to caddy 
again at Lochmoor this 
summer, while she’s 
back home spending 
time with her parents, 
Simon and Madice, and 
brothers, Jean-Paul and 
Elie, both students at 
North. She’ll also con-
tinue her duties at St. 
Maron all year long.

“I was raised going to 
church every Sunday 
and I’m really involved in 
the youth group,” she 
said. “Right now, I’m not 
forced to go. I go on my 
own will and I love to do 
it.

“… I feel like it’s impor-
tant to be involved and 

make other people 
happy,” she added. “I 
like seeing other people 
happy. The world needs 
more joy. We’re living in 
a place where people are 
down and depressed. 
When I see people happy, 
it makes me happy.”

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Faith, family and friendship drive Evans Scholar

The 2022 Homecoming King and Queen of Grosse 
Pointe North were Rodd Monts and Rita Shemmai.

The 
Shemmai 
family, from 
left, Jean-
Paul, 
Simon, 
Madice, Elie 
and Rita, 
pictured at 
St. Maron 
Maronite 
Church in 
Detroit.

PHOTOS 
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RITA SHEMMAI

Shemmai, second from right, plays guitar during a Maronite youth retreat.

of what needs to be 
funded and we know 
where grant sources 
are.”

Most of the biggest 
and most expensive 
aspects of the plan are 
related to water and 
sewer system needs 
revealed by stormwater 
fl ooding during summer 
2021, plus a series of 
ongoing water main 
breaks.

“This is the type of 
document that can help 
us determine how much 
to address and when,” 
Rothe said.

Many projects corre-
spond to a 20-year out-
line of water asset 

improvements the city’s 
engineering consultants 
presented to the council 
in October 2022.

“That was a much 
broader stroke,” Wiener 
said. “The systems are 
old and need a lot of 
work. Unfortunately, 
there was a lot of 
deferred maintenance. 
We’re trying to right that 
ship.”

For example, within 
projected $18.5 million 
spending for sewer work 
through fi scal year 2030, 
some $1.5 million is for 
separating storm and 
sanitary sewers on 
Bishop Road two years 
from now.

Likewise, projected 
water distribution proj-
ects during the next six 
years consist of spend-
ing $1.3 million annually 
to replace water mains.

“We can hone in on the 
most pressing needs 
instead of saying in a 
broad stroke, ‘We need 
to work on the sewers,’” 
Wiener said. “Now, we 
can target and identify 
projects, much like we 
have  wi th  PASER 
(Pavement  Surface 
Evaluation and Rating) 
for roads.”

Top funding sources 
for the life of the plan 
consist of $12.5 million 
from the water and 
sewer fund, $17 million 
in bonds, $6.3 million 
from the street fund and 
just over $1.6 million 
from the general fund.

“The (water-sewer) 
infrastructure millage 
gives us a massive fund-
ing source to  do 
e x t e n d e d  c a p i t a l 
improvements,” Rothe 
said.

He said the draft docu-
ment represents a shift 
from prior capital 
improvement plans.

“It’s a realignment 
with the best practices,” 
Rothe said.

“It’s quite close to 
some of the best practice 
templates through the 
Michigan Municipal 
League and the likes,” 
Hodges said. “It’s some-
thing we can continue to 
evolve.”

Commissioners rec-
ommended the draft be 
edited to assign priori-
ties to each project.

“It would be helpful to 
have some weighted 
variables,” Hodges said. 
“There might be a time 
where (a particular) 
sewer is important but 
we have a grant source 
for another one and you 
don’t want to lose that 
opportunity. It might 
also be helpful to know if 
what’s being proposed is 
provided for in the mas-
ter plan and other gov-
erning documents and 
making a comprehen-
sive list of what potential 
funding sources are.”

“If something’s funded 
(with) use-it-or-lose-it 
dollars, we want to make 
sure we do it in the year 
we got the money for it,” 
C o m m i s s i o n  V i c e 
Cha i rman Michae l 
Vethacke said. “That 
would be a useful added 
detail.”

An example of how 
plans can change involve 
a water main break 
a f f e c t i n g  D e f e r 
Elementary School.

“We had that listed as 
something we’d like to 
do,” Wiener said. “Then, 
we lost one day of school 
because water had to be 
shut off on Somerset. 
We crunched the num-
bers and it will be 
worked on next year 
along with the water 
main projects we’ve 
pushed forward.”

IDEAS:
Continued from page 3A
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Grosse Pointe Shores

Under control
By the time officers 

arrived at a home in the 
800 block of Lakeshore 
around 8:15 p.m. Sunday, 
Jan. 28, for a report of a 
bonfi re that had gotten 
out of control, attendees 
had brought it back 
under control using a 
garden hose.

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about crime to Grosse 
Pointe Shores Public 
Safety, (313) 881-5500.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Pricey photos
A Hampton resident 

fi led a report around 10 
a.m. Thursday, Jan. 25, 
after being the victim of 
extortion via a dating app.

The man said he met 
another man on the app 
and they exchanged nude 
photos of each other. The 
complainant said the 
other man then demanded 
he send him pictures of 
codes for $2,000 in gift 
cards or the suspect 
would send the man’s 
photos to his wife and 
employer.

The complainant told 
police he ended up send-
ing the man $7,000 worth 
of codes before filing a 
report.

Waste not, 
want not

A 56-year-old Detroit 
man was arrested for 
retail fraud around 5 p.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 25, after 
fi lling two grocery bags 
and walking out of a 
store in the 20400 block 
of Mack without paying 
for the items.

Offi cers found him in a 
nearby business where 
he told them he’d thrown 
the bags into a garbage 
dumpster. Store employ-
ees said the stolen items 
totaled $158.

Double dipping
A resident in the 1700 

block of Severn told 
police around 2 p.m. 
Sunday, Jan. 28, a UPS 
delivery worth $100 was 
stolen from her porch 
after she received a 
notice of delivery.

Another member of the 
household told officers 
someone went through 
her unlocked vehicle at 
the house and stole a few 
dollars.

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Woods Public Safety, 
(313) 343-2400.

Grosse Pointe Park

Canned
At 11:10 a.m. Thursday, 

Jan. 25, Park police 
arrested a 64-year-old 
man from Detroit for 
entering the backyard of 
a residence in the 1200 
block of Nottingham and 
stealing bags of return-
able cans.

The victim jotted down 
the license plate number 
of the man’s vehicle and 
contacted Park police.

“(The) vehicle and sus-
pect were located at a 
Detroit grocery store,” 
police said. “(He) was 
cashing in the stolen 
cans.”

Flees failed theft
All kinds of criminal 

charges await two men 
accused of trying to steal 
a vehicle parked in the 
600 block of Pemberton 
late Thursday, Jan. 25.

At 11:09 p.m., Park and 
City of Grosse Pointe 
officers responded to a 
report of an unknown 
driver prowling the block 
from behind the wheel of 
a white Chrysler 300.

“An attempt was made 
to investigate,” a Park 
offi cer said. “The vehicle 
pulled ahead to an unoc-
cupied second vehicle, 

where a second suspect 
exited and entered the 
Chrysler 300.”

The driver sped away.
“Follow-up investiga-

tion revealed the sus-
pects were attempting to 
steal the second vehicle 
or items inside it,” police 
said.

Possible charges are 
auto theft, larceny from 
an auto and fl eeing and 
eluding.

Failed car theft
A woman living in the 

1300 block of Wayburn 
interrupted the attempted 
theft of her neighbor’s 
2013 Kia SUV at 6:39 
a.m. Sunday, Jan. 28.

She witnessed two men 
in the vehicle. Both fl ed. 
They are accused of dam-
aging the Kia’s rear win-
dow and steering column.

Police described the 
unknown pair as black, 
one wearing all black, the 
other wearing red pants.

— Brad Lindberg
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the Grosse 
Pointe Park Public Safety 
Department, (313) 822-
7400.

Grosse Pointe Farms

Not for rent
A mail carrier fl agged 

down an offi cer Tuesday, 
Jan. 23, because she 
noticed people at a vacant 
house for sale on Kerby. 

The 47-year-old Harper 
Woods woman in ques-
tion told the offi cer she 
found the house on 
Facebook Marketplace 
and paid $3,100 to a per-
son named Zach, who 
claimed to be selling the 
house. She further said 
she met Zach at a parking 
lot off East Outer Drive 
and obtained the key 
from him. The woman 
also provided a rent 
receipt. 

Unlocked tales
An unlocked vehicle in 

the 400 block of 
Lexington was rum-
maged through between 
3 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 
24, and 11:55 a.m. the 
next day.

Growing list
After being pulled over 

at Mack and Moross for 
having no license plate, 
illegal window tint and a 
defective headlight at 
4:04 p.m. Friday, Jan. 26, 
a 20-year-old Warren 
man was cited for driving 
while license suspended 
and no proof of insur-
ance.

A LEIN/Secretary of 
State search showed a 
number of prior suspen-
sions, registration deni-
als and traffi c warrants. 

Missing pieces
After calls came in of a 

tire in the middle of east-
bound Mack creating a 
hazard at 3:39 a.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 27, an offi -
cer located a vehicle 
missing a front tire in a 
nearby parking lot. 

A  2 3 - y e a r - o l d 
Southfield man was 
asleep behind the wheel 
and told the officer he 
was coming from a bar in 
Detroit.

A preliminary breath 
test found his blood alco-
hol content to be 0.18 
percent, for which he 
was arrested. 

Keyed car
Between Thursday, 

Jan. 25, and 3:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 27, an 
unknown person keyed a 
vehicle in the 400 block 
of Cloverly.

Big loss
An 83-year-old Farms 

woman was convinced 
last week to mail $35,000 

to a person claiming to 
be a Federal Reserve 
Bank offi cer, who said he 
would keep her money 
safe in another account 
because she received a 
fake notification from 
Apple Support saying her 
computer had been 
hacked.   

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Farms Public Safety, 
(313) 885-2100.

City of Grosse Pointe

Double whammy
A Bank of America 

credit card was fraudu-
lently opened in a Grosse 
Pointe resident’s name 
and charged approxi-
mately $28,000 between 
Friday, Dec. 15, 2023, 
and Wednesday, Jan. 24.

A U.S. Bank checking 
account also was opened 
in the Pointer’s name 
Tuesday, Jan. 9.

Should 
have stopped

A 52-year-old Woods 
man was found to be 
intoxicated after run-
ning a red light at 
Jefferson and Lakeland 

at 11:15 p.m. Saturday, 
Jan. 27.

Second try
Offi cers responded to a 

local hospital for a report 
of a patient refusing to 
leave at 2 a.m. Sunday, 
Jan. 28. 

After speaking with the 
patient, he was given a 
ride to another hospital 
for further treatment.

Park’s problem
After being stopped for 

speeding at Mack and 
Rivard at 1:35 a.m. 
Monday, Jan. 29, a 
33-year-old Detroit 
woman was found to 
have a warrant out of the 
Park. She was arrested 
and turned over to the 
neighboring department. 

Time out
Offi cers responded to 

an area hospital because 
an intoxicated person at 
the hospital was causing 
trouble at 4 a.m. Monday, 
Jan. 29. She was given a 
courtesy ride home.

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the City of 
Grosse Pointe Public 
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— The pile of numbers in 
the city’s proposed six-
year capital improvement 
plan registers the scope 
and complexity of build-
ing and tending small-
town municipal infra-
structure.

Plans must account for 
funding the mainte-
nance, preservation and 
protection of 36.7 miles 
of roads, 24.5 miles of 
storm sewers, 48.5 miles 
of main sanitary sewers 
and 35.3 miles of water 
mains.

The tally is just getting 
started. The city has 676 
manholes, around 4,800 
water meters, 66 fire 
hydrants, 260 gate valves 
and, due for replacement 
at a rate of 10 percent 
annually, approximately 
2,025 lead service lines.

Those figures are in 
addition to the motor 
pool, including public 
works and public safety 
fl eets; more than 50 com-
puters, an iPhone system 
and numerous software 
applications.

Then there are munici-
pal buildings and struc-
tures, starting with the 
city hall complex and 
extending to the new 
DPW headquarters and 
repair shop, water and 

sewage pumping sta-
tions and recreation 
facilities at two resi-
dents-only parks, one 
featuring an ice-skating 
rink, the other two swim-
ming pools, a gymna-
sium, fi tness center and 
two theaters.

“We have a lot of infra-
structure that needs to 
be maintained,” said 
Warren Rothe, assistant 
city manager.

Marina
The marina at Windmill 

Pointe Park is a noted 
municipal asset that 
operates largely outside 
the city’s general fund. 
Big enough to encom-
pass 270 wells for boats 
up to 55 feet long, the 
marina is technically 
excluded from the capital 
improvement plan.

“The marina is set up 
as an enterprise fund, 
meaning all revenues 
from the marina pay for 
operat ions  of  the 
m a r i n a , ”  s a i d 
C o u n c i l m a n  T o m 
Caulfi eld, liaison to the 
recreation commission, 
which oversees marina 
operations.

Wells rent for $662 to 
$3,291 per season.

Paying to build and 
maintain marina assets 
reserved for boaters falls 
within the enterprise 
fund. Other assets, such 

as the inner breakwall, 
which shields the city 
from water erosion, and 
the outer pier, which 
doubles as a fi shing and 
sightseeing spot, are not 
exclusively within the 
enterprise designation.

The distinction is 
important given hopes by 
members of the recre-
ation commission to 
upgrade at least part of 
the marina. They rejected 
a complete overhaul, cit-
ing the estimated $10 
million minimum cost as 
unobtainable. Late last 
year, they lowered ambi-
tions to renovate just one 
dock.

“One could argue that 
(sea walls) included in 
the marina project would 
be the responsibility of 
the Park,” Caulfi eld said. 
“We are not even close to 
having those discussions, 
as we do not have a fi nal 
plan of what needs to be 
done.”

City Manager Nick 
Sizeland said marina 
renovations are too costly 
to fund internally.

“The only way we can 
do it is with a bond,” he 
said. “Otherwise, I’d have 
to jack up rental rates to 
a ridiculous level.”

Ambulance
Also missing from the 

new capital improvement 
plan is money to own and 

operate an ambulance 
within the public safety 
department.

Effective July 1, 2023, 
Park officials switched 
ambulance duties to 
MedStar, a private com-
pany that also handles 
medical runs in the City 
of Grosse Pointe, Farms 
and Woods.

Park Chief Jim Bostock 
r e c o m m e n d e d  t h e 
change. He said relieving 
his offi cers from ambu-
lance duty would give 
them more time to patrol 
the community.

“A big ‘thank you’ to 
M e d S t a r , ”  M a y o r 
Michele Hodges said. “It 
is a result of them that we 

don’t have a $300,000 
ambulance here (in the 
CIP plan), which is a 
great cost savings.”

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Lots of thing go into a CIP; some don’t

GROSSE POINTE 
PARK— Teenage parcel 
thieves known by the so-
briquet “porch pirates” 
are laughing off their ar-
rests.

“Some of them see it as 
a joke,” Chief Jim 
Bostock said. “They’ve 
said going out the door, 
‘We’ll be back to Grosse 
Pointe.’”

The trick is knowing 
that stealing packages 
delivered to doorsteps is 
considered a non-violent 

act.
“Jail time is going to be 

nil until their court date,” 
Bostock said. “That’s the 
world we live in right 
now.”

Park police bucked a 
nationwide trend in 
December and arrested 
two teenagers for steal-
ing packages from 
porches.

The arrests at 3 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 11, capped 

Catching porch pirates

See PIRATES, page 8A

Free Event!
Sat. Feb. 10th, 11am-1pm

Come meet Elsa 
and build a 

snowman craft!
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24 313-882-SAFE (7233)
19261 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Woods 48236

FREE!FREE!
Monitored

Smoke Detector
with purchase of

security alarm and
monitoring services.

w w w. P o i n t e A l a r m . c o m
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N
ow that the Grosse Pointe Public 
School System Board of Education 
unanimously approved the contract 
for new Superintendent Andrea Tuttle 
6-0 Jan. 22, it’s time to hit the ground 
running.

It starts with the community extending a warm and 
supportive welcome to Dr. Tuttle. GPPSS stakehold-
ers and the board all appear quite united with a 
hopeful outlook on this new chapter of leadership 
and that’s encouraging. Dr. Tuttle already has a local 
connection to our area with her mother being a 
native Pointer and through a cousin who co-owns 
Cadieux Cafe. We sure hope she starts off her ten-
ure, as any good eastsider would, with a bucket of 
steamed mussels and some feather bowling before 
she gets to work.

Dr. Tuttle will start Monday, Feb. 5, at an annual 
salary of $310,000. The contract runs through June 
30, 2027. That’s a signifi cant salary increase from the 
$195,000 the district annually paid its former super-
intendent, Jon Dean, who retired in August. He will 
be paid by the district through June 30, to act as a 
consultant for the board.

Similar to the former superintendent’s contract, 
Dr. Tuttle will receive an annual car allowance of 
$6,000 and will be eligible for a $10,000 bonus based 
on her yearly evaluation, as reported in last week’s 
Grosse Pointe News. That’s in addition to the usual 
health benefi ts that are part of the district’s agree-
ment with its executive administration team.

She is set to become the highest-paid leader in any 
position in our district’s century-plus of existence. It 
all begs the simple question: Will she be worth it? 

The board wrestled with it, too, holding four sepa-
rate closed-session meetings to discuss her contract. 

Based on the unanimous vote, we trust she has the 
chops to tackle our district’s most pressing issues. 
But the proof will lie in her quantifi able ability to 
execute improvements and solutions in the district’s 
budget, enrollment, teacher contracts and overall 
academic performance.

When she was initially hired last December, Dr. 
Tuttle mentioned the budget as one of her top pri-
orities. 

“My fi rst priority is to listen and learn about the 
budget, concerns people have and also all the won-
derful things the district has to offer,” she told the 
GP News at the time.

That’s exactly where she should start. With the 
infl ux of COVID dollars ending this year and the dif-
fi cult cuts refl ected in the current budget, the district 
likely is facing another year of tightening. It is our 
hope the new superintendent uses her past experi-
ence from her time in Owosso in shoring up district 
fi nances, smart budgeting and the expertise around 
her to get the district on fi rmer ground.

Dr. Tuttle also has mentioned some ideas worth 
exploring regarding enrollment. She is a big propo-
nent of early childhood education, a bee in the dis-
trict’s bonnet that has never been fi gured out. We 
would love to hear her ideas for GPPSS.

She also believes in marketing to young families, 
as she did in Owosso, such as when newborns at the 
local hospital received onesies with the district’s logo 
and the words “Future Trojan” on them.

Would that work here? Well, not with the Blue 

Welcome to 
the Pointes, 
Dr. Tuttle

phil, it’s 
happened 

again.

no silly, 
that it’s 

groundhog 
day!

what, 
that 

president 
trump is 
WINNING 
all of 
the 

primaries?

U
gh.

We’re pretty confi dent that 
was the first word we all 
uttered waking up Monday 
morning once the cobwebs 
cleared and flashbacks 

appeared of the Lions squandering a 24-7 
halftime lead over the San Francisco 49ers 
the night before in last Sunday’s NFC 
Championship game, only to end up losing 
34-31.

No fi rst-ever Super Bowl appearance.
No bragging rights over the NFC.
Detroit vs. Everybody gets put back on the 

shelf until September.
We can all bemoan how this game went 

down. A squandered lead. Going for it on two 
occasions instead of kicking a fi eld goal. A 
dropped pass on fourth down. On another 
series, the same guy drops an easy catch for 
a fi rst down. The ball bounces off a Lions 
defender’s face mask and is caught by San 
Francisco for a 50-yard gain. 

That last one had us all report sightings of 
the ghost of S.O.L. (Same Old Lions). This 
game will haunt us for a good, long while.

But beyond the Xs and Os, after we have 
had time to regain our composure, we hope 
fans of the former “lowly Lions” will recog-
nize that although today feels gloomy, the 
Lions’ future is bright.

Lots of fans are mad at him because of the 
loss, but we fi nally have the right guy in 
charge in head coach Dan Campbell. This 
guy represents everything we want the coun-
try to know about this team and the city of 
Detroit. Grit, toughness and, most impor-
tantly, pride for a city that people around the 
country love to make fun of and insult. He is 
our unapologetic defender and, from the 
looks of him, can single-handedly toss away 
anyone trying to storm our gates.

Fans need to remember how we all 
embraced his risk-taking approach that 
rightfully earned him the nickname “Dan 
Gamble.” It’s understandable some are play-
ing Monday Morning Quarterback after 
some questionable decisions in the game, but 
it’s also somewhat hypocritical to tongue-
cluck and ask why he didn’t just kick the fi eld 
goals. In hindsight, he should have kicked it 
(especially in the second instance), but you 
gotta dance with the one that brung ya.

The future also is bright because we have 

#OnePride

O U R  V I E W

O U R  V I E W

Devils/Norsemen debate that would ensue, 
but a GPPSS logo sure does. Kudos to Dr. 
Tuttle for being innovative and a go-getter for 
her now-former district.

With enrollment up by nearly 90 more stu-
dents than was projected last year, there’s a 
great opportunity to keep that progress in 
motion. 

Dr. Tuttle also faces negotiating teacher 
contracts next summer, a subject she 
described in her public interview before the 
BoE last December as not her favorite among 
her superintendent duties, but one she takes 
seriously.

In fact, all of the district’s union contracts 
are up this summer. The board was in a posi-
tion to only negotiate a one-year deal in the 
last go-around to meet what the teachers’ 
union wanted. 

GPPSS will need to dip into its fund bal-
ance, as we also reported last week, because 
of the new contracts’ salary and benefi ts hikes 
for the district’s bargaining units, and due to 
the 3 percent employee retention bonuses it 
negotiated. 

The district’s revised 2023–24 fi scal year 
budget shows revenue of $104,436,783 with 
expenditures of $105,685,638. The difference 
of $1,248,846 will be taken from its fund bal-
ance, which will leave the fund balance at 8.08 
percent, down from 9.62 percent last fall.

Speaking of bonuses, Dr. Tuttle’s new con-
tract stipulates she also can receive bonuses 

if certain metrics are met for budget adher-
ence, enrollment increases and standardized 
test score performances.

The metrics she must meet for the latter are 
high-rigor achievements that will be mea-
sured against peer districts, Board President 
Sean Cotton said.

That’s great news to us. Pushing the enve-
lope for increased academic excellence 
requires the district to implement process 
improvements across the board with account-
ability from teachers, students and staff. 
Additionally, those metrics may help better 
galvanize efforts to support our lowest-per-
forming students, an area in great need of 
strengthening in the district.

Dr. Tuttle was one of 39 applicants for the 
position. The board interviewed seven candi-
dates before settling on two fi nalists. She is 
now No. 1. 

Let’s get this thing started. Welcome to the 
Pointes, Dr. Tuttle.

LETTERS
The Grosse Pointe News welcomes your letters to the editor. 

All letters should be typed, double-spaced and signed. Letters 

longer than 250 words may be edited for length. All letters 

may be edited for content. We reserve the right to refuse any 

letter. Include daytime phone number for verifi cation or 

questions. The deadline for letters is 3 p.m. Monday. Letters 

to the editor may by emailed to editor@grossepointenews.

com.

South shines bright
To the Editor: 

I recently attended the rising freshman 
parent night at Grosse Pointe South High 
School. I had low expectations going in 
since this would be the last of three of my 
children possibly attending South. I 
thought, “What could be different? Do I 
really need to go?” Since it has been four 
years since my second child graduated 
from South, I decided to attend.

ILLUSTRATION BY KEN SCHOP

See LETTERS, page 7A

See PRIDE, page 7A

GROSSE POINTE 7-DAY 
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1949
75 years ago this week

ORDINANCE PASSED 
B Y  S H O R E S  T O 
CONTROL LAKEFRONT 
FILLS: The Grosse Pointe 
Shores Village Council 
passed an ordinance con-
trolling fi lling on the lake-

front. The ordinance was 
made necessary by the 
fact some property own-
ers on the lake, particu-
larly north of Vernier, 
have, in a desire to add to 
their land area on the lake 
side, been filling. This 
causes an irregular shore-
line, often resulting in the 
collection of refuse matter 
on neighboring proper-
ties.

1974
50 years ago this week

STORM PLAYS SOUR 
NOTES ON FARMS 
CARILLON: The high 
winds of last Sunday 
morning, which gusted to 
as high as 62 miles an 
hour, toppled a huge tree 
on the Joy Bells and their 
control house on the 
grounds of the Farms 

Pumping Station. The 
repair work was started 
Monday and it’s hoped 
that the four-times-an-
hour tolling of the bells 
will soon be heard again.

1999
25 years ago this week

NYCE SUES SHORES 
C O U N C I L  O V E R 
HARBOR: A group of local 

Pointe residents have fi led 
a second lawsuit in their 
battle against the expan-
sion of the Grosse Pointe 
Yacht Club. This time, 
individual plaintiffs joined 
with Neighbors concerned 
about Yacht Club 
Expansion to sue six indi-
vidual members of the 
Grosse Pointe Shores vil-
lage council. Shores attor-
ney Ralph Houghton 
advised council members 
not to discuss specifi cs of 
the suit.

2014
10 years ago this week

FARMHOUSE WILL 
HAVE NEW HOME: 
Come April, the Cadieux 
farmhouse, built a decade 
before the Civil War, will 
be hauled in two sections 
to a new location on St. 
Clair. It will become home 
to Dr. Leslie Kaye, cur-
rently of New Baltimore. 

*50%
OFF

YOUR FIRST
ORDER

*when you sign up for
FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY!

SAVE TIME!
Limited Time Off er. Minimum Order of $50.00. One per customer/per household.

www.BELDINGCLEANERS.com
15139 Kercheval • Grosse Pointe Park • 313.822.5800

105 YEARS

*50%*
OFF

YOUR FIR
ORDER

*when you sign up for
FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY!

SAVE TIME!
Limited Time Off er. Minimum Order of $50.00. One per customer/per household.
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I was enthusiastically 
g r e e t e d  w i t h  a 
“Welcome Class of 
2028” sign and bal-
loons outside the entry 
door .  As  I  passed 
Cleminson Hall, I saw 
tables set up by subject 
and staffed by teach-
ers, ready and willing 
to answer questions. I 
looked over a table of 
“South 2028” sweat-
shirts and tees and as I 
entered the auditorium 
I was warmly greeted 
by Principal Hamka 
asking about my previ-
ous South graduates 
and where they were 
today.

I sat down thinking, 
“Things feel different 
here.”

The  presenta t ion 
opened with Principal 

Hamka greeting fami-
lies and complimenting 
this amazing commu-
nity, highlighting the 
great students he gets 
to work with.  The 
counselors and athletic 
director each spoke, 
outlining the variety of 
classes,  sports and 
clubs offered at South. 
There truly is some-
thing for every inter-
est, as highlighted by a 
student-created video 
of class offerings.

I walked out of that 
building that  night 
feeling fortunate to live 
in  Grosse  Po in te . 
Shortly after, I made 
the decision to send my 
last child to high school 
at Grosse Pointe South. 

The whole team put 
its best foot forward 
for prospective fami-
lies and shined bright.

MELISA MCENROE
City of Grosse Pointe 

A generous 
community
To the Editor:

Generosity through-
out Grosse Pointe contrib-
uted to a successful 
shoebox gift collection 
season at drop-off loca-
tions for the Samaritan’s 
Purse project Operation 
Christmas Child. Across 
the U.S., the project col-
lected 10 million shoebox 
gifts in 2023. Combined 
with those collected from 
partnering countries in 
2023, the ministry is now 
sending over 11.3 million 
shoebox gifts to children 
worldwide, including 
many who are suffering 
from war, poverty, dis-
ease and disaster.

Through shoeboxes — 
packed with fun toys, 
school supplies and per-
sonal care items — Grosse 
Pointe area volunteers 
brought joy to children in 

need around the world. 
Each gift-fi lled shoebox is 
a tangible expression of 
God’s love and often is the 
first gift these children 
have ever received. 
Through the continued 
generosity of donors since 
1 9 9 3 ,  O p e r a t i o n 
Christmas Child has col-
lected and delivered more 
than 220 million gift-fi lled 
shoeboxes to children in 

more than 170 countries 
and territories.

Although local drop-off 
locations for shoebox gifts 
are closed until Nov. 18 to 
25, 2024, anyone can still 
be a part of this life-chang-
ing project by packing a 
shoebox gift online in just 
a few clicks at samari-
tanspurse.org/buildon-
line.

Information about ways 

to get involved year-round 
also may be found at 
samaritanspurse.org/
occ or by calling (937) 
374-0761. 

These simple gifts, 
packed with love, send a 
message to children 
worldwide that they are 
loved and not forgotten.

DOLORES BROWN
Marketing Coordinator, 

Samaritan’s Purse

LETTERS:
Continued from page 6A

I  S AY  By Renee Landuyt

M
y dad, 
Richard, 
p a s s e d 
a w a y 

Saturday, Jan. 20. What a 
blessing it was to have had 
this man as my father.

His fi nal day here, my 
siblings, family and I 
gathered around him, 
held his hand and told 
him we loved him. We 
took turns sitting with 
him while his time slowly 
crept closer, waiting for 
him and his body to be 
fi nished here on Earth.

He left on his own 
terms and thankfully 
didn’t suffer too long or 
too much.

The day my father 
passed, he was conscious 
until the last hour or two 
of his life when he closed 
his eyes and his breathing 
began to slow. My sister 
told her son to play some 
mus ic  f rom “Lés 
Miserables,” which was 
one of my dad’s favorite 
musicals, so my nephew 
played the song, “Bring 
Him Home.” After the 
song finished, she told 
him to play it one more 
time and right when the 
last line of the song — 
which is “Bring him 
home” — was sung, my 
father took his last breath.

Though it was an 
incredibly diff icult 
moment, it was a beauti-
ful ending. He went out 
on a song he loved, sur-
rounded by those he 
loved and who loved him 

back.
You say goodbye to 

your father many times in 
your life, but the hardest 
goodbye is at his funeral.

We said goodbye to my 
dad for the fi nal time last 
Saturday. 

The church was almost 
full. Many people came 
up to my siblings and I 
and shared wonderful 
things about my dad. We 
heard so many stories 
about what a good man 
he was, but these were 
not just things they said at 
his funeral. People have 
told us this our entire 
lives.

The week after a loved 
one passes, your time is 
fi lled with the busy work 
of planning a memorial. 
After that is over is when 
the numbness begins to 
wear off and reality sets 

in; when things are quiet, 
it hits you. And it is in 
those quiet moments, 
when you’re reflecting 
and remembering, that 
your heart breaks just a 
little bit more.

I’m glad we were able 
to gather around him on 
his final day. What a 
blessing it was to send 
him on his way with 
words of love.

There is now a space in 
our family that can only 
be fi lled with the memory 
of him. He was a good 
and kind, yet humble 
man. He spent a lifetime 
volunteering and helped 
wherever he could. He 
had a dry, yet funny sense 
of humor, loved giving 
back and had a strong 
sense of community and 
serving. He touched so 
many lives and left a 

strong legacy.
Dad was always the 

handyman when we were 
growing up, fi xing what 
he could, passing on his 
knowledge.

My dad had people with 
whom he was friends for 
more than 60 years.

For years he was a sea-
son ticket holder to the 
Grosse Pointe Theater 
because it brought him so 
much joy and, in return, 
they were so good and 
kind to him.

Right before my mom 
passed, my siblings and I 
gathered around her and 
sang to her the songs she 
sang to us growing up. It 
was a beautiful moment 
but really hard to do. Try 
singing while crying. It 
doesn’t work so well.

My mom left this Earth 
in 2011, and I know she, 

my dad’s best friend Pete 
and all who’ve gone 
before my dad, were there 
to greet him when he 
went home. I know he 
was met with a light and 
love like he’s never 
known.

Thanks for everything, 
Dad. We will miss you so 
much. You gave us so 
many memories and we 
have so many great sto-
ries of the good times and 
the mischief we all got 
into growing up. We’ll 
have stories to share with 
each other for years to 
come and we will be 
laughing at the ones that 
always made you laugh. 

Goodbye, Dad. Have 
fun in heaven. Like the 
song, “Go Rest High on 
That Mountain” says, 
“Son, your work on Earth 
is done.”

‘Son, your work on Earth is done’

our quarterback. Goodbye to the frustrating years of 
Charlie Batch, Gus Frerotte, Joey Harrington and 
John Kitna. This city believes in this unassuming kid 
from Northern California who led us to an NFC 
Championship game. Chants of “Jar-ed Goff” echo-
ing in the stands at Red Wings and Grand Rapids 
Griffi ns games, Metro Airport and even before the 
musical “Wicked” began at the Gem Theatre last 
week ought to tell you a little about how Detroit feels 
about our QB.

Need more convincing? General Manager Brad 
Holmes knows what he’s doing and he might be the 
Lions most important asset moving forward. He’s 
not only undone the disastrous work done by 
“Quinntricia” — the era led by former GM Bob Quinn 
and head coach Matt Patricia — but has shown he 

can identify talent and be aggressive to move up in 
the draft or during free agency to get the puzzle 
pieces we need. He bolstered our offensive line, 
snatched up running back David Montgomery from 
the Chicago Bears last offseason and drafted a 2023 
class that included defensive back Brian Branch, 
linebacker Jack Campbell, tight end Sam LaPorta 
and running back Jahmyr Gibbs, all of whom started 
this season. Compare that outcome to the years 
when the Lions have either cut or practically given 
away our No. 1 picks for a peanut butter sandwich 
in return.

And let’s not forget how galvanized the city has 
become thanks to the Lions this season. It’s the type 
of unity that eliminates the usual division between 
Wolverines and Spartans, who typically go at it ver-
bally year round. We held tailgates and watch parties 
together with ne’er a discouraging word to one 
another. We shared affi rming nods sporting our 
Lions gear at the gas station and grocery store. We 

hung our Lions fl ags to line our neighborhoods on 
Sunday mornings. We also see a collective love for 
this team and the city it represents through social 
media hashtags #DetroitVsEverybody, #AllGrit and 
#OnePride.

All is not lost, Lions fans. Did the team make 
enough mistakes Sunday to have this game get 
snatched from the jaws of victory? Yes. A Lions’ 
Super Bowl appearance was in sight. It wasn’t a pipe 
dream. The game was ours for the taking with only 
30 minutes of football left.

This one will sting, especially when we watch this 
year’s Super Bowl matchup between the Niners and 
the Kansas City Chiefs, no doubt. But the roar is 
restored and the Lions have never been in a position 
this promising heading into the offseason. 

Take a few days to process this, then turn that 
frown upside down. Only 87 more days until the 
2024 NFL Draft takes place in Detroit April 25. 
Detroit Lions, you are on the clock.

PRIDE:
Continued from page 6A

YESTERDAY’S HEADLINES
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CITY OF HARPER WOODS
WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN

SYNOPSIS: REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
JANUARY 17, 2024

The regular City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Valerie Kindle at 7:00 P.M.

ROLL CALL: All Councilpersons were present, 

MOTIONS PASSED

November 16, 2023.

cancelled.  

hereby adjourned at 8:43 p.m.

RESOLUTIONS PASSED

2)  
 

City Manager to sign the agreement. 

_________________________ _________________________
Valerie Kindle, Mayor Leslie M. Frank, 

a car chase prompted by 
a resident reporting a 
package being stolen in 
the 1000 block of 
Somerset.

Park police deployed 
stop sticks to defl ate the 
tires of the fl eeing sus-
pects’ vehicle in Detroit 
past St. Jean.

“Packages from several 
Grosse Pointe Park resi-

dents were located inside 
the vehicle,” a detective 
said.

“In the back seat were 
20 to 25 packages from 
those seven homes,” 
Bostock said. “We’re in 
the process of compiling 
all of that evidence.”

The suspects are a 
15-year-old male driver 
and a 17-year-old female. 
Both are Detroit resi-
dents.

Such arrests are excep-
tions. Less than 10 per-

cent of package thieves 
are arrested, according 
to a survey conducted in 
2020 by C+C Research 
posted on the website 
preventpackagetheft.
com.

“We were able to get 
search warrants today 
for a couple of our sus-
pects,” Bostock said the 
day of the arrests. “We 
did that two weeks ago. 
Since that time, it’s 
calmed down a little.”

— Brad Lindberg

PIRATES:
Continued from page 5A

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Competitive grants are 
hard enough to get without 
passing up chances to get 
them.

“The idea is to apply and 
hope for the best, but pre-
pare for the worst,” said 
John Hughes, chairman of 
the Tax Increment Finance 
Authority.

The TIFA board in 
December agreed to sail 
on a tide that leads to for-
tune by applying for up to 
a $1 million grant to help 
pay for streetscape 
improvements in the 
Charlevoix commercial 
zone.

“The grant could be zero 
dollars; it could be $1 mil-
lion,” Hughes said. “We 
don’t know. If we don’t 
apply, it’s going to be zero 
dollars.”

Although a consultant 
was retained to produce 
concept plans to renovate 
both Charlevoix and 

Kercheval commercial dis-
tricts, Charlevoix’s relative 
need for improvements 
rate it precedence over 
Kercheval.

Both zones are in the 
TIFA district — bordered 
by the city limits to the 
north and west, the north-
ern boundary of the Park 
Downtown Development 
Authority near East 
Jefferson to the south and, 
to the east, the alley 
between Beaconsfi eld and 
Nottingham — from which 
property tax revenue is 
retained for improvements 
and commercial develop-
ment.

Each streetscape project 
costs nearly $4 million, for 
a total approaching $8 mil-
lion, with inflation fac-
tored in if construction 
starts in 2026, according to 
estimates by OHM 
Advisors, the municipal 
engineering consultants. 
The fi rm was retained sep-
arately last summer to pro-
duce a framework and 
renderings of both pro-

posed streetscapes.
“Costs are estimated 

from similar projects in 
the area using industry 
standards,” Alex Blehm, 
an OHM project manager, 
said during a meeting of 
the TIFA board Dec. 7.

Among each of the 
plan’s costliest compo-
nents is $700,000 for new 
road surfaces. TIFA board 
members interpret road-
work as something the city 
should fund as part of its 
normal street mainte-
nance obligation.

Hughes said, “TIFA can-
not do these projects with-
out the support of the city 
doing the paving, which it 
basically has in its long-
term plan, and associated 
underground sewers.”

If the city plays along 
and the state antes a $1 
million grant, TIFA must 
pony up the nearly $2 mil-
lion balance for the 
Charlevoix project — 
Kercheval being aside for 
now.

“In a couple years, we’ll 

have about that in our 
fund and we can pull funds 
for a project in the future,” 
Hughes said.

TIFA’s current annual 
receipts are around $1.2 
million, of which $300,000 
is committed each year to 
repaying a bond that 
funded construction of the 
public works headquarters 
and garage on Mack 
Avenue at Maryland.

Members of the TIFA 
board don’t want enthusi-
asm to override their cau-
tion.

“If the city says no and 
we don’t get any grants, 
are we prepared to borrow 
$2 million in the worst-
case scenario?” member 
Joe Tomkins asked.

One option is issuing 
another bond.

“I’m not saying that’s 
something we should do, 
but it is a tool we have 
available to us,” Hughes 
said.

The only city money 
risked so far is the $45,050 
OHM contract for prelimi-

nary designs.
“If we don’t feel com-

fortable putting us at risk 
for that ($2 million) 
amount, we can turn 
around and say we’re 
$50,000 into the design 
and we’re done,” said 
member Arthur Mullen, 
an urban planner. “We all 
know, the streetscape has 
to be done at some point. 
The risk isn’t the $2 mil-
lion. The risk is the design 
for having a shovel-ready 
product that we can throw 
at grant agencies.”

Funding availability will 
be confi rmed before any-
thing is done other than 
no- or low-cost tweaking 
of OHM’s concepts.

“I don’t want to spend 
money on these if they’re 
not locked and loaded,” 
Hughes said.

Meanwhile, city offi cials 
and their advisors are 
seeking other funding 
sources.

“Throughout this pro-
cess, we’re looking at 
other grants and to close 

the gap through bonds,” 
said Warren Rothe, TIFA 
director and assistant city 
manager.

“Through my work I’m 
aware of a program to 
assist communities identi-
fying other sources,” 
Mullen said. “Over the 
next two years, we’re 
hopeful we might be able 
to pull in another $1 mil-
lion in grants. But I encour-
age us to continue looking 
for funding. The state is 
fl ush right now. There are 
a fair amount of grant 
opportunities; the federal 
government, through the 
infrastructure program as 
well. We could generate 
additional funding, which 
may lessen the city’s con-
tribution and the TIFAs.”

If the city is denied a 
state grant in February, it 
can reapply in October.

“We can continue to 
apply to these programs 
again and again to see 
how we score,” Rothe 
said.

“This is a big project,” 
Hughes said.

The TIFA budget for 
next fiscal year will be 
decided in the next two or 
three months.

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Seeking streetscape funding

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— The latest discussions of 
new streetscape concepts 
for two of the city’s busi-
ness districts remain fo-
cused on increased walk-
ability and environmental-
ly accountable infrastruc-
ture.

Designs for lower 
Charlevoix and Kercheval 
feature things to make the 
roads serve “people” 
rather than exist in the tra-
ditional role of motor vehi-
cle thoroughfares.

Ideas include creating 
spaces for people to gather 
and interact, employing 
streetscapes as design ele-
ments unique to the city 
and to facilitate the dis-
tricts being more vibrant 
magnets for commercial 
investment.

Proposals for both dis-
tricts feature:
◆ narrower roads, 

intended to slow traffi c;
◆ wider sidewalks with 

crosswalk bump-outs at 
intersections to make it 
easier and safer to cross 
the road, as in The Village 
district in the City of 
Grosse Pointe;
◆ curbless roads, which 

promote fl exibility for out-
door dining in empty 
roadside parking bays and 
effectively widen the side-
walk when no vehicles are 
parked at the side of the 
road;
◆ increased greenery 

and decorative pavements 
for beautifi cation and to 
buffer curb lines;
◆ bicycle racks, better 

lighting, pocket parks, 
wayfi nding signs and dec-
orative pavement and
◆ on Kercheval, modify-

ing the roundabout at the 
intersection of Wayburn 
to allow access by larger 
vehicles.

Estimated costs of the 
pro jec ts  are ,  for 

Charlevoix, $3.8 million; 
for Kercheval, $3.9 mil-
lion.

“Both districts as a 
whole have a lot of really 
popular things going for 
them from an urban devel-
opment perspective,” said 
Alex Blehm, a project 
manager  at  OHM 
Advisors, the city’s engi-
neering consultant and 
separately contracted 
streetscape project 
designer.

Removing curbs on 
Charlevoix will “provide 
fl exibility in the use of the 
space,” Blehm said, 
“whether closing it off for 
street events or a business 
being able to take advan-
tage of parking areas in 
front for sidewalk dining.”

Blehm said the strategy 
for Kercheval is to “double 
down on what Kercheval 
already has — beautiful 
trees and greenery to fi ll 
gaps where trees might be 
missing, update the side-

walk pavement — all this 
to reinforce Kercheval as 
the crown jewel of a desti-
nation.”

For that reason and 
more, Charlevoix has pri-
ority. Kercheval is on the 
back burner.

Community engage-
ment began last June with 
ideas by the Tax Increment 
Finance Authority to 
improve the districts.

One month later, OHM 
Advisors significantly 
underbid competitors for 
a contract to provide con-
ceptual designs and a 
funding strategy reliant 
partly on federal or state 
grants.

Concepts presented to 
the TIFA board in October 
were adjusted for a follow-
up discussion Dec. 7, dur-
ing which the board 
unanimously approved 
seeking a $1 million 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Alternatives Program 

(TAP) grant administered 
by  the  Mich igan 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Transportation.

TIFA Chairman John 
Hughes anticipates more 
fi ne-tuning of the design 
as funding realities and 
engineering needs enter 
sharper focus.

“There are a lot of vari-
ables relative to the 
streetscape project — the 
project itself, potential 
grants and funding,” 
Hughes said. “Over time 
we’re going to try to nail 
those things down one by 
one and then make a deci-
sion — Can we do this? 
Should we do it? — and go 
from there.”

If funding and every-
thing else goes well, con-
struction on Charlevoix 
starts in 2026.

“We’re at the place now 
where we can keep push-
ing forward and try to get 
ourselves in a position to 

apply for grants,” Hughes 
said.

The next step is apply-
ing for TAP funds before 
the February deadline.

“The notice for (receiv-
ing) an award for this pro-
gram is July or August of 
2024,” said Warren Rothe, 
TIFA director and assis-
tant city manager.

TIFA is funded by cap-
turing future anticipated 
increases in tax revenue 
generated within the TIFA 
district that otherwise 
would go to the county 
and state.

Funds are to be spent 
for the benefi t of the dis-
trict, bordered by the city 
limits to the north and 
west, the northern bound-
ary of the Park Downtown 
Development Authority 
near East Jefferson to the 
south and, to the east, the 
a l l e y  b e t w e e n 
B e a c o n s f i e l d  a n d 
Nottingham.

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Walkability is key to Charlevoix, Kercheval streetscape ideas
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grossepointenews.com/athlete-of-the-week

ATH ETE
F THEWEE

Do you know an outstanding high school athlete? 
Nominate them for Athlete of the Week and put 

them in the running for Athlete of the Year.
All weekly winners will be invited to the end of year Athlete of the Year 

Awards Gala – with top athletes winning scholarships!
Submit online at:

211 MOROSS GROSSE POINTE FARMS

313-886-2363 | www.gpcoop.com

3/3/4’4’SS YEYEARAR OOLDLDSS

Tues. & Thurs. • 99 0:000 tto 1111:1515 aamm

4/4/5’5 SS YEYEARAR OOLDLDS

Mon, Wed, Fri • 9:00 to 12:00pm

WeWe hhavavee twtwoo exe pep rienced
teteacachehersrs wwitithh moore than twenty 

yeyeararss ofof ccomombibineed teaching to help 
your child grow and learn thru play!

Call today to schedule a tour.

Come to our
OPEN

HOUSE
on Feb. 9th

11:30-1:15PM
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A warm & sunny place where friendships grow

THE GROSSE POINTES 
— Some fi ve groups of 
foreign language stu-
dents from Grosse Pointe 
North and Grosse Pointe 
South high schools will 
get a chance to put what 
they’ve learned into ac-
tion during trips to vari-
ous parts of Europe in 
the coming months.

First up are trips over 
spring break to Spain 
and France.

Mandy Grattan, a 
Spanish teacher at 
North, is taking 13 stu-
dents, along with two 
chaperones plus herself, 
from both high schools 
to Portugal and Spain 
March 21 to 29.

“It’s time to see the 
world outside of Grosse 
Pointe,” she said. “With 
COVID we were stuck in 
place for so long that it’s 
time to reintroduce this 
practice.”

Students have to be in 
Level II or higher classes 
to go.

“We originally said 
Level III, but we had 
some really wonderful 
students in Level I last 

year, so we opened it 
up,” Grattan said. “We 
want them to at least 
have some familiarity 
with the language and 
have opportunities to 
use  what  they ’ve 
learned.”

This is Grattan’s fi rst 
time taking students to 
Europe.

“I’ve taken two groups 
to Puerto Rico and they 
were very memorable,” 
she said. “It’s a chance 
for students to open their 
eyes to what’s out there.”

Grattan hopes to con-
tinue such trips every 
few years, but perhaps 
next time somewhere a 
little less expensive than 
this trip’s $4,000 per per-
son price tag.

“Somewhere  l ike 
Costa Rica or the 
Dominican Republic 
would lower the cost a 
bit and hopefully allow 
more kids to go,” she 
said. “There are 21 
Spanish-speaking coun-
tries and they all have 
their own culture.”

To help offset costs, 
the group has coordi-
nated a fundraiser with 
Frontera Grill in Grosse 
Pointe Park Sunday, 

Feb. 4. The restaurant 
will donate 10 percent of 
sales that day for people 
who bring in a coupon 
that can be obtained 
from students going on 
the trip. 

The students also will 
eat dinner there that 
night so they can get to 
know each other. As a 

bookend, they’ll finish 
their last day in Spain 
with a culinary lesson.

Also over spring break, 
Rachel Butler is taking a 
group of 20, including 13 
Level II and above stu-
dents from North, to 
France.

“We’ll be seeing all the 
coo l  p laces , ”  she 
laughed. “Unfortunately, 
we won’t be able to see 
Notre Dame because it’s 
still under construction.”

The group will, of 

course, see the Eiffel 
Tower, the Louvre and 
the Palace of Versailles.

Butler and Grattan 
both noted how the trips 
will be about more than 
just sightseeing. As stu-
dents progress in foreign 
language classes, learn-
ing goes beyond the lan-
guage to include art, 

history and literature.
“Those are things 

they’re also learning in 
other classes, so it’s a 
great cross-curricular 
connection,” Butler said. 
“They’re learning and 
making great memories 
at the same time.”

Butler said she also 
hopes to continue such 
trips every few years 
moving forward with a 
trip also costing $4,000. 
That trip, as well, 
includes a cooking les-

son on the fi nal day.
“Scheduling them 

every few years allows 
families to budget for it 
if they know to expect 
it,” she said. “Or for the 
students to get part-time 
jobs.”

Unlike the usual sight-
seeing trips, Suzi Sipos 
is taking 12 German stu-
dents from North to 
Germany for two weeks 
for a cultural immersion 
experience. 

“We’re leaving June 23 
for two weeks and will 
stay in Pfullendorf, in 
the southern part of the 
country,” she said. “It’s 
not a traveling type of 
tour.”

The students have 
been paired with pen 
pals in Germany since 
last summer and will live 
with their host families.

“They’ll go to school 
and give presentations 
about things like their 
favorite food or favorite 
sports team, all in 
German,” Sipos added. 
“They’ve been exchang-
ing social media posts 
and gifts with their pen 
pals all along.”

Students must be at 
least Level III to attend.

“They have to really 
know the language,” she 
added. “For example, I’ll 
give them a list of things 
to buy for a picnic and 
they have to go into town 
and fi nd everything on 
their own.”

The German students, 
in turn, are expected to 
visit the Pointes toward 
the end of the 2024-25 
school year to immerse 
themselves in English.

“I’d like to do this 
every two years so that 
every student who wants 
to gets to participate 
once,” Sipos said. “We 
haven’t been able to 
travel for a while because 
of COVID and they’ve 
really missed out.”

With no need for hotel 
rooms or additional 
transportation, this 
comes in at the lowest 
cost of around $3,000. 
Students also can earn 
a s s i g n m e n t  c r e d i t 
toward their final AP 
exam because the trip 
goes beyond sightseeing.

Shortly after this 
school  year  ends, 
Rebecca Petrilli will take 
a group of 29, including 

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

GPPSS students heading to Europe

‘It’s time to see the world outside of 
Grosse Pointe. With COVID we were 
stuck in place for so long that it’s time 
to reintroduce this practice.’
MANDY GRATTAN
Grosse Pointe North High School Spanish teacher

See EUROPE, page 10A

Above, Maj. Amy 
Padesky, Michigan Air 
National Guard, fl ies a 
KC-135 Stratotanker, 
which refuels other mili-
tary planes. Padesky 
talked with students 
about pursuing their in-
terests, what it is like to 
refuel a plane and the 
personal experience that 
hooked her on fl ying. 
Right, Raphael 
Washington with the 
Wayne County Sheriff 
told students he wanted 
to be in the sheriff’s of-
fi ce because he wanted 
to protect and serve peo-
ple and that he was 
heavy into service.

COURTESY PHOTO

Parcells student, Aaron Holland with 
Sgt. Chad Gruenwald of the Michigan 
State Police Emergency Support Team.

Dana Wichman, 
an architect for 
the Gordie 
Howe Bridge 
being built 
downtown, 
talked about the 
building pro-
cess and what 
an architect 
does in a project 
this size.

PHOTOS BY 
RENEE LANDUYT

Friday, Jan. 19, Parcells Middle 
School hosted a student-professional 
conference-style career day for more 
than 650 students in grades 5 to 8. 

More than 40 presenters shared 
their passions, professions and time 
throughout the morning. Each profes-
sional presented four 25-minute ses-
sions, hosted by Parcells staff in 42 
individual venues within the building. 

Parcells students were able to select 
their top session choices in December 
and were matched with their interests.

Students embraced the morning, 
arriving dressed for success, prepared 
with questions and ready to engage. 

Career day required a team effort to 
bring together multiple moving parts. 
Organizers thanked the visiting pro-
fessionals, Parcells staff and PTO — 
who funded a speakers’ breakfast 
— for their many hours of organiza-
tion and execution.

Career day
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You already know Ascension St. John Children’s Hospital as a leader in 
pediatric emergency care. Our recently renovated (pediatric) emergency 
room, committed to caring for children in the community, features:

• A separate entrance, waiting room and treatment rooms 
to reduce stress and streamline wait times

• Board-certified emergency specialists and specially  
trained nurses 24/7

• Behavioral health rooms and a sensory exam room  
should your child need special care

• A connection to follow-up care, including lab, imaging,  
pediatric specialty or surgical care and Ascension Rx  
or your preferred pharmacy

When seconds count, don’t delay getting care for a traumatic injury, a 
fever that won’t go down or other serious concerns. We listen to quickly 
understand and deliver the care that’s right for your child and your family.

Shery L. Cotton Pediatric Emergency Department
located at Ascension St. John Hospital
22101 Moross Road — West Entrance 
Detroit, MI 48236

An ER designed  
just for children

Now open to care for our community

© Ascension 2024. All rights reserved.

Find emergency care near you at ascension.org/MICare

If your child is experiencing a life-threatening emergency, take them directly to the ER or call 911.
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25 South students, to 
Germany. They leave 
June 18, arriving in 
Austria, with stops 
scheduled in Carolsburg, 
Munich, Heidelberg and 
Frankfurt, plus a dip into 
Switzerland, before 
returning June 28.

“This is open to all 
high school students in 
our German classes, 
regardless of their lan-
guage level,” Petrilli 

said. “This isn’t neces-
sarily about the language 
as much as it is getting to 
experience the culture.”

Of the many sights will 
be the Neuschwanstein 
Castle, built in 1869 and 
used as the model of the 
castle in Disney’s 1950 
“Cinderella.” Cost is 
about $4,000.

“It will be a great expe-
rience for the students 
because for some it 
might be their fi rst time 
outside the country,” 
Petrilli said. “It can be 
very eye-opening and a 

good way to learn cul-
tural empathy, to see 
how we’re similar in 
some ways and different 
in others.”

This will be Petrilli’s 
first time taking South 
students to Germany, 
but not her first time 
with the experience.

“I did it in my previous 
d i s t r i c t  ( U t i c a 
Community Schools), 
but it’s my first here 
since starting in 2018,” 
she said. “I’d like to do it 
every few years because 
there’s so much there to 

explore.”
F i n a l l y ,  G e o r g e 

Formicola is taking a 
group of 22, including 19 
South students, to Italy 
for 10 days starting June 
24.

“We’ll start at the top 
and work our way 
down,” he said. “There 
are a lot of tours avail-
able, but this one covers 
the most ground without 
being too overwhelming. 
We’ll spend two days 
max at each stop.”

The tour includes 
Venice, Florence, Assisi, 

Pompeii, Sorrento and 
Rome. It also is available 
to any student taking 
Italian from eighth to 
12th grade, regardless of 
level.

“The goal was to have 
a mix of big cities and 
small towns so they can 
see both sides of life,” 
Formicola said. “We’ll 
see all the typical places 
you think of, but in some 
places we might not 
encounter any English 
speakers.”

Also at about $4,000, 
the itinerary includes a 

gondola ride in Venice, 
the Pantheon, Trevi 
Fountain, Vatican City 
and the Sistine Chapel.

This is Formicola’s 
fi rst time taking students 
overseas, but not his fi rst 
trip to Italy.

“Both sets of my grand-
parents are from Italy 
and came here in the 
1950s,” he said. “I go 
back every so often to 
visit extended family. 
Now I get to share that 
with my students. I’m 
excited to see their reac-
tion.”

EUROPE:
Continued from page 9A

THE GROSSE POINTES — 
The Grosse Pointe Learning 
Collaborative will host Grosse 
Pointe History Day 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 7, at Ford 
House, 1100 Lakeshore, Grosse 
Pointe Shores.

The event is an educational 
program that encourages stu-
dents to explore their commu-
nity’s history. 

“We are proud to host Grosse 
Pointe History Day and to be a 
part of the Grosse Pointe 
Learning Collaborative,” said 
Mark Heppner, president and 
CEO of Ford House. “In addi-
tion to highlighting the rich his-
tory of the Grosse Pointes, this 
event demonstrates the impor-
tance and value of experiential 
learning opportunities for our 
students.”

As part of Grosse Pointe 
History Day activities, students 
from University Liggett School, 
The Grosse Pointe Academy 
and the Grosse Pointe Public 
School System selected topics 
and performed extensive 
research by using libraries, 
archives, museums and oral 
history interviews. After ana-
lyzing and interpreting their 
fi ndings, they developed fi nal 
projects in one of fi ve catego-
ries: documentary, exhibit, 

paper, performance or website.
Topics will include:
◆ Women’s suffrage in 

Grosse Pointe;
◆ Holocaust survivors living 

in Michigan;
◆ French heritage in Grosse 

Pointe;
◆ Martin Luther King Jr.’s 

1968 speech at Grosse Pointe 
High School; and
◆ 9/11 connections in Grosse 

Pointe
Grosse Pointe History Day is 

presented as part of the Grosse 
Pointe Learning Collaborative. 
Founded in 2023, the collabora-
tive brings together historical 
organizations, schools, civic 
and religious organizations, 
museums and other commu-
nity assets to collaborate and 
build local learning experi-
ences for learners of all ages. 
Through tours, featured exhib-
its, archival material, fi eld trips 
and other programming, the 
community has access to both 
formal and informal learning 
experiences sharing Grosse 
Pointe’s history and infl uence 
in the world.

The collaborative is a project 
of LocLore: Humanities 
Education through Place at 
Liggett. The Grosse Pointe 
Learning Collaborative is 

funded by the Edward E. Ford 
Foundation and Community 
Foundation for Southeast 
Michigan Ralph C. Wilson Jr. 
Legacy Funds. Liggett serves as 
the administrator and fi duciary 
of the collaborative.

Members and participants in 
the meetings and events of the 
collaborative include leader-
ship, staff and teachers from 
Ford House, GPPSS, The War 
Memorial, Grosse Pointe 
Historical Society, Grosse 
Pointe Public Library, The 
Grosse Pointe Academy, 
Harper Woods Public Library 
and the Grosse Pointe Woods 
Historical Commission.

The Matilda R. Wilson Fund 
is the presenting sponsor for 
Grosse Pointe History Day. In 
addition to hosting, Ford House 
is the program book sponsor 
and an in-kind sponsor. The 
Grosse Pointe Academy and 
The War Memorial are gold 
sponsors, and Grosse Pointe 
News, Ron and Mary Lamparter 
and Meijer are silver sponsors. 
The Law Office of Alan 
Lowenthal is bronze sponsor 
and Liggett is an additional in-
kind sponsor.

To learn more or to register 
for the event, visit gplearns.
org.

Grosse Pointe History Day Feb. 7

Zoe Bessert of Grosse 
Pointe Woods was named to 
the Dean’s List for the 2023 
fall semester at the University 
of Iowa.

◆◆◆
Meg Pangborn of Grosse 

Pointe Woods graduated in 
December from the University 
of Kentucky College of Arts 
and Sciences with a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in psychology.

◆◆◆
Cameron Kaess of the City 

of Grosse Pointe was named 
to the fall semester President’s 
List at College of Charleston. 
Kaess is majoring in chemis-
try.

◆◆◆
Andrew Hauswirth of the 

City of Grosse Pointe was 
named to the fall semester 
Dean’s List at College of 
Charleston. Hauswirth is 
majoring in marketing.

◆◆◆
Cassidy Kline and Allie 

Lowenthal of Grosse Pointe 
Park and Rebecca Moin of 
Grosse Pointe Woods were 
named the fall 2023 Dean’s 

List at the University of 
Alabama.

◆◆◆
Rachel Rybicki of Grosse 

Pointe Park was named to the 
fall 2023 President’s List at the 
University of Alabama.

◆◆◆
Sophie Crane of the City of 

Grosse Pointe was named to 
the University of Mississippi’s 
fall 2023 Honor Roll list.

PRIDE OF THE 
POINTES

Cassidy Kline
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Following the success 
of last year’s “Red Hot 
Mamas,” Grosse Pointe 
Talent is returning with a 
new dinner theater per-
formance, this time pro-
ducing “You Just Have 
No Idea” — written by 
Michigan playwright 
Cecelia Reuter Lesner — 
at 6 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday, Feb. 9 and 10.

The shows take place 
on  Grosse  Pointe 
Congregational Church’s 
lower-lever stage, which 
the church has dubbed 
Theatre in the Pointes. 
The church is located at 
240 Chalfonte, Grosse 
Pointe Farms. The Rev. 
Richard Yeager-Stiver is 
the host.

“One reason I’m doing 
another show is because 
a lot of people who used 
to go to Broadway 
OnStage have been say-
ing, ‘Thank you. We 
missed this, ’”  said 
Sharron Nelson Corbin, 
founder of Grosse Pointe 
Talent and a resident of 
Grosse Pointe Park.

Corbin also stars in the 
p e r f o r m a n c e  a s 
Annabelle, whose thera-
pist suggests she needs 
to listen to her inner 

voice to over-
come low self-
esteem.

“It’s a comedy 
about a person 
going to therapy 
who let herself 
go, physically 
and emotionally, 
and she’s not get-
ting any better,” 
Corbin said. “The 
last session, her 
therapist tells her 
to listen to her 
inner voice — 
and her inner 
voice becomes 
real people.”

Among those 
voices — who 
don’t always get 
along — are Ben 

Quiet Too Long, por-
trayed by St. Clair Shores 
r e s i d e n t  D e n n i s 
Wickline, who tells her 
to “man up and be fi rm,” 
as well as Comfort Me, 
portrayed by City of 
Grosse Pointe resident 
Charly Davis, as her 
inner child who “cries a 
lot, but he’s a reminder 
that we have to nurture 
our inner child and prac-
tice self love,” Corbin 
said. 

C i t y  r e s i d e n t 
Emmajean Evans, also 
the show’s producer, 
plays Surely Love 
Yourself, sort of a fairy 
godmother, Corbin said.

“We learn from her 
there’s not one magic 
wand that will handle all 
our problems,” she 
added. 

Lesner, of Macomb 
Township, also has a role 

in the production, as Ima 
Real Beauty, who gives 
Annabelle a full make-
over along the way.

Rounding out the cast 
are Hazel Park resident 
Elizabeth Rager as 
Joanne/Bea You and 
Harrison Township resi-
dent Brent Chartier as 
Rodney.

“He’s Annabelle’s loser 
boyfriend,” Corbin said. 
“He’s not in a good place 
either.”

The cast is largely 
made up of theater veter-
ans, many of whom have 
taken the stage with 
Corbin for decades, 
through the now-defunct 
Broadway OnStage and 
other theater groups.

“We’re having a lot of 
fun,” she said. “It’s with 
people I know, that I’ve 
done shows with before. 
The only time we see 
each other is doing 
shows. Everybody’s hav-
ing fun. It’s like the Blues 

Brothers, ‘We’re getting 
the band back together.’”

T h e  p r o d u c t i o n , 
directed by Janie Burkey 
of Grosse Pointe Woods, 
takes the stage thanks to 
the technical team of 
Don Corbin of Grosse 
Pointe Park, Michael 
Clyne of Grosse Pointe 
Farms and Wickline.

Walker Archer will 
handle lighting and 
sound, while hair and 
makeup will be covered 
by Mary Jo Gunter.

Each night kicks off 
with cocktails at 6 p.m. 
Dinner service begins at 
6:30 p.m. The buffet, 
ca tered  by  Br ian 
Brenner,  aka Chef 
Abner, includes chicken 
piccata, rigatoni mari-
nara, steamed broccoli, 
salad, dinner rolls and 
light sweets.

The performance 
begins at 7:30 p.m. and 

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Dinner theater shows are Feb. 9 & 10

Sharron 
Nelson 
Corbin as 
Annabelle 
and Brent 
Chartier as 
Rodney. 
In “You Just 
Have No 
Idea,” 
Annabelle re-
grets ever go-
ing out with 
her loser boy-
friend, but 
has trouble 
breaking it off 
with him.

PHOTOS 
COURTESY OF 

SHARRON 
NELSON CORBIN

Grosse Pointe Talent to perform ‘You Just Have No Idea’

Dennis Wickline as Ben and Elizabeth Rager as Bea 
argue over who has helped Annabelle improve her 
self-confi dence the most.

Cecelia Lesner tells Emmajean Evans that looks are 
most important.

Emmajean Evans, as Surely Love Yourself, comforts 
Charly Davis, portraying Annabelle’s inner child.

Artwork promoting the show 
was created by Reland Moore, 
Emmajean Evans’ granddaugh-
ter.

See IDEA, page 3B



I 
never thought I 
would be an un-
apologetic admir-
er of Eleanor 
Roosevelt. My 
mother disliked 

her intensely. My par-
ents, I should point out, 
w e r e  h a r d - c o r e 
Republicans. Firmly root-
ed Republicans. They 
never wavered. Never.

I grew up in the ’40s 
and ’50s when Eleanor’s 
activities were constantly 
reported in the newspa-
pers that plopped on our 
porch twice a day and the 
magazines that were 
folded in half and pushed 

through our front door 
mail slot: The Detroit 
News, The Detroit Free 
Press, Time, Life, The 
Saturday Evening Post, 
Collier’s, Ladies’ Home 
Journal, McCalls. 

This was pre-television. 
People read the news.

In the 1950s, you 
couldn’t ignore Eleanor. 
She was IN YOUR FACE 
constantly. Her nation-
ally syndicated newspa-
per column, “My Day,” 
which she wrote herself, 
ran from 1935 until 1962, 
nearly 30 years. My 
mother hated that col-
umn because of its tone 

of superiority. 
So much about Eleanor 

begged to be mocked, 
parodied and criticized. 
She had a high-pitched 
sing-song upper-crusty 
voice that was annoying, 
sometimes patronizing. 
And — dare I point this 
out? — she was not 
attractive.  Physical 
beauty doesn’t have any-
thing to do with inner 
beauty. A face — whether 
gorgeous or ugly — 
shouldn’t be used to 
judge one’s worth. But 
I’m afraid it often was.

When I look at photos 
of Eleanor, I wish some-

one had given her advice 
about clothes and 
makeup and hair. In 
today’s political climate, 
she would have employed 
a stylist. She gave a lot of 
speaking engagements 
and lectures to women’s 
organizations where she 
was decked out in long, 
droopy, fl ower-bedecked, 
1940s luncheon-lady 
dresses. Her hair was 
coiled haphazardly and 
pinned without thinking 
someplace on the back or 
the side of her head. The 
fl oppy overpowering hats 
she favored were appar-
ently popular at the time, 
but most of them didn’t 
flatter her. She was 
nearly always swathed 
from shoulder to hip with 
some kind of overblown, 

oversized corsage — 
probably a well-inten-
tioned “welcome” from 
the club or organization 
she was about to address. 
Those corsages were 
huge and unwieldy. 

And — I must mention 
the elephants in the room 
— Eleanor’s teeth. I know 
orthodontia was avail-
able when Eleanor was a 
teenager because my 
mother, who was born 
about the same time, had 
her teeth straightened via 
orthodontia when she 
was growing up in the 
early part of the last cen-
tury. Surely Eleanor’s 
privileged family could 
afford orthodontics. I’ve 
seen photographs of her 
when she was a young 
girl and she was quite 
pretty in a reserved, shy 
manner. Her mouth was 
always closed. A shy 
smile, perhaps, but no 
teeth showing.

 An auto accident in 
1946 broke off those 
offending front teeth. 
They were replaced and 
she claimed to be pleased 

with the results. She did 
look much better. But she 
still needed a stylist. 

So sad because she 
was a woman who over-
came obstacle after 
obstacle and became a 
champion for civil rights, 
women’s rights, the 
rights of the underserved, 
the poor and the disad-
vantaged. 

When I visited the 
Roosevelts’ home in 
Hyde Park, N.Y., I zeroed 
in on a quote attributed 
to Eleanor: “Do some-
thing scary every day.” 
By scary, she meant 
things like try something 
new; make a new friend; 
make a long-overdue 
apology; ask for help.

I recently discovered 
the quote is not accurate. 
Her actual words were: 
“You gain strength, cour-
age and confidence by 
every experience in 
which you really stop to 
look fear in the face.”

I’ll stick with “Do some-
thing scary every day.” 
I’m trying to follow her 
advice.
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Kyle Hecht Get started at 
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Need personalized
financial guidance?
Talk to Kyle.

With him, it’s personal.

A recent query from an anthropology 

professor at Michigan Technological 

University uncovered some interesting 

materials at Grosse Pointe Historical 

Society (GPHS)! The Village of 

Fairview once encompassed what is 

now Grosse Pointe Park and part of 

Detroit’s east side. It was bounded by 

Bewick to Cadieux and Mack to Lake 

St. Clair/Detroit River. It included the 

Detroit Jockey Club and the Detroit 

Driving Club — also known as the 

Grosse Pointe Track — which was 

the site of Henry Ford’s first auto race 

on Oct  1, 1901. 

The Lost Village 
of Fairview

Village of Fairview 
political candidates, 1905.

The Fox Creek House, c. 1890. Located at Alter Road and East Jefferson in the Village of 
Fairview, now part of Grosse Pointe Park. John Garska’s saloon was a favorite stop for 
travelers on their way to and from the Pointes. Prohibition closed the establishment in 1918. 
The Garska family later donated the land behind the building to St. Ambrose parish, founded 
in 1916. Photograph courtesy of the Garska Family Archives.

The Grosse Pointe Historical Society has thousands of resources about the history of the 
Pointes and adjacent communities. Visit our web site at www.gphistorical.org to find out more.

Do you like history?  
Would you like to volunteer? 
Scan to learn more!

Scan the blue code for  
information on research 
requests and donations.

Grosse Pointe 
Historical Society
The hub for history in the Grosse Pointes

375 Kercheval Ave.
Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236
development@gphistorical.org
(313) 884-7010

02
01

24

By Margie Reins SmithBy Margie Reins Smith

Sec     nd Time Around

Thank you, Eleanor

The Helm at the Boll 
Life Center, 158 Ridge, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, 
offers a variety of classes 
and programs through-
out the year. The month 
of February is no differ-
ent.

From a Valentine’s 
Day luncheon at 11:30 
a.m. Wednesday, Feb. 
14, sponsored by Home 
Instead and Teri Jordan, 
to “The Roots of the 
Church: Exploring the 
Early Church Fathers,” 
at 11 a.m. Tuesday, Feb. 
20, with the Rev. Andrew 
Smith of St. Paul on the 

Lake Catholic Church, 
there’s plenty to be dis-
covered at The Helm.

Among the month’s 
highlights are:

Just a conversation 
between women
Conversation plus 

information equals 
empowerment. That’s 
the idea behind the new 
Women’s  Wel lness 
Group at The Helm.

For four Thursdays in 
February and March, 
women are invited to 
gather  wi th  other 
women and openly dis-

cuss topics around 
health and wellness, 
particularly relating to 
lifestyle changes to 
make aging easier.

“Studies show that 
behavioral changes are 
effective when you have 
a group setting,” said 
Gray Jessiman, nutrition 
educator. “So when peo-
ple are trying to make 
changes around nutri-
tion, better sleep, rela-
tionship issues, areas 
they want to improve 
upon, it helps to be in a 
group setting.” 

Jessiman is a social 

work candidate at 
Wayne State University 
and current social work 
intern at The Helm. She 
plans to open each ses-
sion with a topic such as 
health and nutrition, 
brain health, stress and 
anxiety. She’ll provide 
some background infor-
mation and let the group 
conversation fl ow from 
there. 

“This isn’t a quick-fi x 
situation, but rather an 
understanding of where 
we are currently, being 
comfortable with that, 
but working to an ulti-

mate goal with the sup-
port of others,” she said. 
“I want everyone to feel 
like Wonder Woman — 
as they are and as they 
progress.”

T h e  W o m e n ’ s 
Wellness Group will 
meet from 9 to 9:50 a.m. 
Thursdays, Feb. 8 and 
22, and March 7 and 21.

Create your 
own piece of 

Detroit history
Guests may channel 

their inner Mary Chase 
Perry Stratton and create 
their own piece of Detroit 
history. The Pewabic 
Street Team will be at 

A busy February at The Helm

See HELM, page 3B
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runs roughly two hours, 
including a 15-minute 
intermission.

This will be the third 
time “You Just Have No 
Idea” is performed, its 
first two shows pre-
sented by Broadway 
OnStage  and The 
Players; however, this 
marks the playwright’s 
first time appearing in 
the production.

“I want to keep doing 
c o m e d y ,  b e c a u s e 
America needs to laugh,” 
Corbin said. “There are a 
lot of serious things 
going on. We need a 
night out to laugh. With 
a comedy, it lets people 
chill out and laugh. 
There’s no politics, no 
wars, no things that 
divide us.”

Tickets are $55 and 

available in advance 
online at our.show/you-
justhavenoidea2024 or 
via QR code. GPCC’s 
Theatre in the Pointes 
can accommodate 150 
per night.

“There might be a cou-
ple tickets at the door, 
but we need to know 
how much food to have,” 
Corbin said, noting 
advanced registration is 
preferred.

For more information, 
email gptalent48230@
gmail.com or call (313) 
580-5987.

PHOTO COURTESY OF SHARRON NELSON CORBIN

From left, Cecelia Lesner, Dennis Wickline and 
Emmajean Evans cook up drama while arguing 
about Annabelle’s progress.

IDEA:
Continued from page 1B

The Helm 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 8, to 
teach participants to glaze a 
tile using the same techniques 
as Pewabic production staff. 

Guests will choose one of 
several tile designs and glaze 
it. The street team will take 
the tiles and process them 
through its kiln at its National 
Historic Landmark studio on 
East Jefferson in Detroit. 
Tiles will be returned to The 
Helm a few weeks later for 
pickup.

The cost to create this one-
of-a-kind pottery is $60 for 
members and $65 for future 
members. Registration is 
required.

Taking care of 
one’s health

Two upcoming programs at The 
Helm make it easy to take care of 
one’s health. 

Hypertension, or high blood 
pressure, if not properly man-
aged, can lead to heart disease 
and/or stroke. Beginning 10 to 
11:30 a.m. Friday, Feb. 16, 
Corewell Health will conduct an 
eight-week workshop on under-
standing high blood pressure and 
ways to manage it, including 
stress reduction, nutrition and 
physical activity. The workshop 
meets at The Helm. 

Also at The Helm, learn about 
vascular health from 1 to 2 pm. 
Monday, Feb. 12. Keeping blood 
flowing and circulating is one 
important part of staying healthy. 
Henry Ford Health vascular sur-

geon Tamer Boules, M.D., will 
explain common age-related vas-
cular changes and conditions and 

ways to maintain vascular 
health.

These programs are open 
to anyone and there is no 
charge to attend either, but 
registration is required.

Other programming high-
lights this month at The 
Helm include a presentation 
about elder law from 11 a.m. 
to noon Monday, Feb. 5, 
with attorney Robert 
Lubera; “10 Warning Signs 
of Alzheimer’s Disease,” at 
11 a.m. Tuesday, Feb. 27, 
with Treena Horton of the 
Alzheimer’s Association; 
and Crafting with Linda at 
10 a.m. Wednesday, Feb. 28. 
For the latter program, 
Linda Tocco will teach 
spring banner making for 
just $6 for members and $8 
for nonmembers.

Registration is required 
for all programs at The 

Helm. To register, visit helmlife.
org or call (313) 882-9600.

HELM:
Continued from page 2B

Adam Prokop was very 
much into playing sports 
in his youth. The Grosse 
Pointe South High School 
grad loved athletics as a 
teen and thought his sons 
would follow in his foot-
steps.

“I thought the thing to 
do when they came of age 
was get them into sports,” 
he said.

After a few failed 
attempts — “He hated 
sports,” Prokop said — he 
suggested his oldest give 
Cub Scouts a try.

“He loved it. He liked 
the outdoors and the con-
cept of scouting.

“I didn’t know about it,” 
he continued, “but I’m the 
type of dad who just gets 
involved. If it wasn’t this, 
it would be hockey, soc-
cer, Little League.”

Thus started Prokop’s 
nearly two decades of vol-
unteering for the scouts. A 
corporate software sales-
man by day, Prokop 
believes when parents get 
involved with their chil-
dren’s activities, the chil-
dren are more successful.

“So I got involved,” he 
said. “Originally I was 
cubmaster of Pack 85 at 
Monteith, where my kids 
went to school. And I also 
made a lot of friends.

“You have friends grow-

ing up, but (through 
scouts), your kids are the 
same age, you’re rela-
tively the same age, you 
live in the same neighbor-
hood. It’s easy to build 
new friendships. That was 
one of the motivating fac-
tors. You go to these meet-
ings and your friends are 
there. I still have friends I 
met 17 years ago; we 
spend a lot of time 
together.”

As his sons progressed 
through Cub Scouts and 
became Boy Scouts, 
Prokop followed their 
path. He got involved with 
Boy Scout Troop 96, 
based at Grosse Pointe 

Memorial Church, 12 
years ago and became the 
troop’s scoutmaster seven 
years ago.

“The Boy Scout troop at 
Memorial Church is one 
of the oldest in Michigan,” 
Prokop said. “It was estab-
lished in 1932 and is 92 
years old. It’s also one of 
the largest and most suc-
cessful Boy Scout troops 
in Michigan.”

In addition to serving as 
cubmaster and scoutmas-
ter, Prokop served on the 
board of directors for the 
Michigan Crossroads 
Council, which represents 
all scouts throughout 
Michigan.

To honor his years of 
service, Prokop, a St. Clair 
Shores resident, recently 
w a s  a w a r d e d  a 
Community Service 
A w a r d  f r o m  t h e 
Daughters  of  the 
American Revolution 
Louisa St. Clair chapter. 
DAR and Troop 96 have 
partnered for years to 
conduct flag-retirement 
ceremonies. 

He received the honor 
during a ceremony Dec. 
11.

While he thanked 
Louisa St. Clair Treasurer 
Deann Newman and her 
husband, Kurt Newman, 
who is involved with the 
troop, for selecting him 
for the award, he said he’s 
not motivated by acco-
lades, nor is it a one-man 

show.
“It’s not just me,” he 

said. “A lot of really great 
people helped along the 
way. It’s not a single-man 
thing; it’s run as a team.

“… I never wanted to 
make it about the adults; 
it’s about the kids,” he 
added. “The focus should 
be on the kids.”

Prokop estimated thou-
sands of young men have 
progressed through Troop 
96 since its inception. 
Since 2000, the troop has 
produced nearly 100 
Eagle Scouts — the high-
est rank attainable in the 
organization.

“They’re not only doing 
it for self, but they’re pro-
ducing community ser-
vice,” Prokop said. “To 
make Eagle Scout, they 
have to do a community 
project.

“… It takes an estimated 
1,000 hours to reach Eagle 
Scout,” he added. “On 
average, 5 percent (of Boy 
Scouts) make Eagle 
Scout, but in our troop it’s 
more like 20 percent.”

Currently, there are 40 
members in Troop 96, 
lower than in recent years, 
which Prokop attributes 
to additional activities 
being available these 
days. Those who do join 
scouts, he noted, typically 
age out of the organiza-
tion as very well-rounded 
men and “rarely just doing 
Boy Scouts.”

His sons, for example, 
are competitive sailors 
and part of the National 
Honor Society. Teddy, 22 
and a student at Michigan 
State University, is an 
Eagle Scout. George, a 
senior at North, is about 
to earn Eagle Scout sta-
tus.

Prokop said he’s com-
mitted to his last months 
as scoutmaster due to his 
drive to stay involved with 
George, who will leave for 
college next fall. Prokop 
officially retires from 
Troop 96 in June — a fel-
low father is taking over 
the post — and is looking 
forward to his fi nal four 
campouts with the troop, 
especially the last one: 
white-water rafting in 
West Virginia.

While he’s ready to 
hand over the reins, he 
said he’ll miss the experi-
ences, as well as spending 
so much time with his 
friends.

“I might still help in a 
little way, but it was time 
to step back and let some-
one else lead,” he said. 

“When I think about all 
the kids I’ve been able to 
help, drive or guide 
through their scouts 
career, it’s really cool,” he 
added. “… This is a lead-
ership program for young 
men. There aren’t many 
opportunities to be in a 
leadership role like this. 
We meet every Monday; 
the guys are doing this 
every single week. It’s 
scout-led. They decide 
where to go for a cam-
pout, what they’ll eat, 
what activities to do. The 
adults are only there to 
guide them and make 
sure they’re safe.”

Prokop encouraged 
parents to involve their 
children in Boy Scouts, 
which is for sixth through 
12th graders.

“It toughens kids up,” 
he said. “During cam-
pouts, they cook for them-
selves, clean up after 
themselves, set up their 
tent, take down their tent, 
clean the area. They man-
age it as a team; the adults 
are not out there barking 
orders. A senior patrol 
leader is elected by fellow 
scouts; he leads it. It’s a 
great opportunity to learn 
leadership, learn what 
works and what doesn’t 
work.”

Being along for the ride 
was more than Prokop 
bargained for.

“I didn’t anticipate 
when I got involved I’d 
really guide these young 
men to their personal 
goals,” he said. “I’ve had a 
really good run here with 
this. I’ve really enjoyed it.”

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Longtime scoutmaster nears retirement, honored for service

PHOTOS COURTESY OF ADAM PROKOP

From left, Scoutmaster Adam Prokop, Parker Josephs, Sean O’Connell, Paul Kaminski, Charles Logan, 
Brian Thompson, Anthony Kaminski, Sen. Gary Peters and Alex Cline. Sen. Peters was a guest speaker at a 
Troop 96 meeting.

From left, George Prokop (GPN Class of 2024), 
Adam Prokop, Anne Prokop and Teddy Prokop 
(GPN Class of 2019 and Eagle Scout).
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Worship Service

Worship Sunday
at 10:00 am

Rev. Richard Yeager-Stiver
An Open & Affi rming Church

240 Chalfonte G.P. Farms
313-884-3075 • www.gpcong.org
WE HAVE AN ARTS MINISTRY

Grosse Pointe
Congregational

Church
(United Church of Christ )

012524

SUNDAY
8:30 a.m. - Bible Study

9:30 a.m. - Worship Service
Sunday School - During Service

WEDNESDAY
10 a.m. - Bible Study

7 p.m. - Worship Service
Randy S. Boelter, Pastor
Making New Disciples-
Building Stronger Ones

Christ the King
Lutheran Church

and Preschool
Mack at Lochmoor • 884-5090

www.christthekinggp.org
15020 Hampton15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park, Grosse Pointe Park, 
Michigan 48230-1302Michigan 48230-1302

AAmbrosembrose
SSaintaint

CCatholic atholic CChurchhurch

MassesMasses
 2/12/1 Thursday —   Thursday —  7:00 p.m.7:00 p.m. - Candlemas Eve/Candle Blessing- Candlemas Eve/Candle Blessing

 2/22/2 Friday —  Friday — Noon - Noon - Funeral MassFuneral Mass 
 2/32/3 Saturday —  Saturday — Noon - Noon - Scripture Service & Throat Blessing
             4:00 p.m. -             4:00 p.m. - Vigil Mass & Throat Blessing

 2/4 2/4 Sunday —  Sunday — 8:30 and 11:15 a.m.8:30 and 11:15 a.m. MassMass

(313) 822-2814 • stambrosechurch.net • facebook.com/stambroseparish
      Saturday Vigil is streamed online at 8:00 a.m. Sunday on our facebook page   

February 4 ~ Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany

Come as you are, for God's embrace is wide

Sunday Worship at 10 am 
followed by Coffee Hour in the parish hall

    20475 Sunningdale Park               313.884.4820   
      Grosse Pointe Woods             stmichaelsgpw.org      

St. Michael’s Episcopal Church
sharing the Light of Christ 
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John Joseph Glei

John Joseph Glei, 81, 
passed away Tuesday, 
Jan. 23, 2024. 

John was a 1960 gradu-
ate of Austin High School 
and a 1964 graduate of 
John Carroll University. 
A retired lieutenant in 
the U.S. Navy, John 
served in Vietnam from 
1964 to 1968, then 
received a master’s 
degree in teaching from 
Wayne State University 
and taught at Notre 
Dame High School in 
Harper Woods. 

John continued his 
public service to the com-
munity as an auxiliary 
public safety offi cer for 
the city of Grosse Pointe 
Woods for 20 years. Once 
retired to Richmond, 
John volunteered his 
time at the Macomb 
County Deputy Sheriff’s 
Marine Division for 
another 15 years.

John was an avid out-
doorsman and enjoyed 
hunting and fi shing with 
a multitude of friends 
and relatives. 

John left behind the 
love of his life of 54 years, 
Margaret; and his sister, 
Gretchen Cousino. He 
was the proud father of 
John Ruther (Kristin), 
Paul Glei (Leanne) and 
S a n d r a  M c K e n z i e 
(David). He adored his 
grandchildren, Lauren 
Daigle (Aaron), James 
Ruther (Leah), Peter 
Ruther (Kelly), Nolan, 
August,  Sean, Ian, 
Weston and Amelia; and 

great-grandchildren, 
Levi, Lyla, Aileigh, Rose, 
June and Grace. 

Visitation takes place 1 
to 8 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 
1, at A.H. Peters Funeral 
Home, 20705 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods. He 
will lie in state at 9:30 
a.m. until a funeral Mass 
at 10 a.m. Friday, Feb. 2, 
at National Shrine of the 
Little Flower Basilica, 
2100 12 Mile, Royal Oak.

In lieu of fl owers, the 
family requests memorial 
contributions to the CYO 
Camp res tora t ion , 
aodgiving.org, with “In 
memory of John Glei” in 
the comment section.

Leonard W. Smith 
Leonard Wheeler 

Smith, 89, passed away 
Sunday, Jan. 21, 2024, at 
home in Grosse Pointe. 

Leonard was born April 
18, 1934, in Detroit. He 
grew up in Grosse Pointe 
before attending the Taft 
School in Connecticut. 
He graduated from Yale 
University, where he 
made lifelong friends, 
then earned a law degree 
from the University of 
Michigan, where he met 
his wife, Nancy. Leonard 
was involved in philan-
thropy most of his career, 
initially transitioning 
from practicing law at 
Clark Hill to becoming 
president and chairman 
o f  t h e  S k i l l m a n 
Foundation in 1983. He 
was a member of the 
Country Club of Detroit, 

Detroit Athletic Club and 
The Yondotega Club. 

Leonard was a knowl-
edgeable and respected 
foundation leader, dedi-
cated steward and men-
tor to many over his 
career. Under his stew-
ardship, the Skillman 
Foundation’s endowment 
grew signif icant ly . 
During his time with the 
Flinn Foundation, he 
developed a more collab-
orative relationship 
between philanthropy 
and state government 
that led to significant 
improvements in mental 
health delivery and treat-
ment in Michigan. 
Leonard served as trustee 
and chairman of the 
Council of Michigan 
Foundations and was a 
board member for numer-
ous foundations in the 
Detroit area.

An avid sportsman, 
Leonard played tennis, 
hockey and golf through-
out his life and enjoyed 
inter-club squash at the 
University Club, where 
he also served as presi-
dent. He coached youth 
hockey for several years 
at the Grosse Pointe 
Hockey Association, 
where he was known as 
“Coach Smitty,” before 
going on to lead the 
Michigan Amateur 
Hockey Association. 

For Leonard, skiing 
was a way to bring family 
together. He and Nancy 
raised their children on 
the slopes of the Otsego 
Ski Club in Gaylord and 
later spent family vaca-

tions skiing together in 
Park City, Utah. He was a 
fan of all Detroit sports 
teams and a longtime 
season ticket holder with 
the Red Wings and 
University of Michigan 
football, where he tail-
gated with Nancy’s two 
brothers and their fami-
lies. 

Leonard and his family 
spent time together at the 
Wheeler–Smith family 
cottage on Higgins Lake, 
where they enjoyed lively 
conversation on the front 
porch and around the 
fi re. Higgins Lake was a 
place to gather every 
summer with extended 
family, including Nancy’s 
family.

His parents were Hal 
H. Smith Jr.,  and 
Margaret Wheeler Smith. 
Leonard was prede-
ceased by his son, 
Thompson L. Smith. He 
is survived by his spouse, 
Nancy R. Smith; daugh-
ters, Deborah Smith 
(Jason Jones), Susan 
Smith Geraghty (Vincent) 
and Elizabeth Smith. His 
grandchildren are Walter 
Geraghty, Thompson 
Geraghty, Margaret 
Geraghty and Christian 
Smith. 

A remembrance recep-
tion will be held 4 to 6 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 17, at 
the Country Club of 
Detroit, 220 Country Club 
Dr., Grosse Pointe Farms. 

In lieu of fl owers, dona-
tions may be made to the 
East Side Youth Sports 
Foundation (formerly 
Grosse Pointe Hockey 
Association), esysf.com/
m a k e - a - d o n a t i o n / ; 
Thompson L. Smith Book 
Fund at the Taft School, 
110 Woodbury Rd., 
Watertown, CT 06795, 
https://www.taftschool.
org/giving/make-a-gift; or 
a charity of the donor’s 
choice.

Rosemary 
Chesbrough 

McNair 
Rosemary Chesbrough 

McNair, 87, passed away 
peacefully Tuesday, Jan. 
23, 2024. Rosie was born 
Feb. 14, 1936, to William 
and Helen Rosemary 
Chesbrough. She was the 
youngest of the Grosse 
Pointe Chesbrough clan. 
She went to Country Day 
School and then attended 
Wheaton College in 
Massachusetts before 
transferring to the 
University of Michigan.

Rosie married Russell 
Arthur McNair Jr., also 
from Grosse Pointe, in 
1957. They lived in Ann 
Arbor the fi rst few years 
of marriage, where she 
worked while he fi nished 
law school. They then 
moved to Grosse Pointe 
where they raised their 

three children. 
Rosie was an engaged 

member of  Sigma 
Gamma, Junior League 
of Detroit and National 
Society of Colonial 
Dames. She loved all 
sports and was always a 
competitive player in ten-
nis, paddle tennis and 
golf. She also was an avid 
bridge player and loved 
all manner of card games. 
She loved spending time 
with her children, grand-
children and great-
grandchildren. 

Rosemary was prede-
ceased by her youngest 
child, Douglas S. McNair; 
and brothers, William 
Chesbrough and Richard 
Chesbrough. She is sur-
vived by her husband, 
Russell A. McNair Jr.; 
sister, Helen Elizabeth 
“Betsy” Maitland; chil-
dren, Julie McNair 
Schwerin (Michael F.) 
and Russell A. McNair lll 
(Jennifer  Kohnen); 
grandchildren, Monica S. 
Tessler, Natalie S. Roth, 
Michael  “Mac” M. 
Schwerin, Peter K. 
Schwerin, Eloise J. 
McNair, Charlotte C. 
McNair and Russell 
“Webber” W. McNair; 
and six great-grandchil-
dren. 

Rosemary will be 
deeply missed by all who 
knew her. A memorial 
service will be held at a 
later date.

Rosemary McNairLeonard W. SmithJohn Joseph Glei

The War Memorial 
The War Memorial, 32 

Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms, presents Dueling 
Pianos: Dinner and 
Concert with pianists 
Cliff Monear and Pierre 
Fracalanza, at 6:30 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 2. Tickets 
are $85 general admis-
sion, $75 for military 
members and veterans. 
Concert-only tickets are 
$47.50. Group rates are 
available. Register at 
warmemorial.org.

The War Memorial 
presents a Disability Law 
Group veteran benefits 
seminar from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 8. 
Lunch is included with 

this  free seminar. 
Register at warmemorial.
org.

The War Memorial 
p r e s e n t s  D a n c i n g 
Through the Decades: 
Winter Sweetheart’s 
Dance, from 8 to 11 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 9. Standard 
tickets are $50; VIP tick-
ets are $75. Register at 
warmemorial.org.

GPAA
The Grosse Pointe 

Artists Association offers 
a variety of classes at its 
studio, located at The 
War Memorial ,  32 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms. To register for the 
following, visit grossep-

ointeartcenter.org.
◆ Fabric Dyeing with 

Ann Jacob, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 3.
◆  W a t e r c o l o r 

Workshop with Nancy 
Philo: Painting in the 
style of Andrew Wyeth, 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday, 
Feb. 4.
◆ Landscapes in the 

Style of Claude Monet 
with Donald Cronkhite, 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Thursdays, Feb. 8, 15 and 
22.
◆ Introduction to 

Japanese Woodblock 
Printing with Nobuko 
Yamasaki, 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 17. 
Deadline for registering 
is Feb. 1.

The Family Center
The Family Center pres-

ents  QPR Suicide 

Prevention Training, from 
7 to 8 p.m. Wednesday, 
Feb. 7, at St. Clare of 
Montefalco Catholic 
Church, 1401 Whittier, 
Grosse Pointe Park. Ages 
15 and older are welcome. 
Attendees will learn to 
recognize suicide warning 
signs, understand ways to 
initiate conversation and 
persuade and refer some-
one to the appropriate 
resources. Training is 
free, but registration is 
appreciated.  Email 
maryjo@familycenter
helps.org. 

Rotary
The Rotary Club of 

Grosse Pointe hosts its 
next meeting at 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 7, at 
Village Grille, 16930 
Kercheval, City of Grosse 
Pointe. The speaker is 

Steve Tengler, founder of 
the SET Educational 
Fund, which provides 
scholarships to Michigan 
residents attending 
Michigan colleges who 
excel scholastically while 
volunteering to help oth-
ers. Email grossepoin-
terotary@gmail.com.

Questers
Pettipointe Questers 

No. 243 meets Thursday, 
Feb. 8, at member 
Carolyn Barth’s house in 
St. Clair Shores. She will 
give a history of candle-
wick glass, made in Ohio 
by Imperial Glass, a com-
pany founded in 1904. 
Kay VanDeGraff will talk 
about antique stick pins, 
which are long, straight 
pins with decorative tops 
originally used to secure 
a tie or scarf, but now 

mostly used as lapel dec-
orations. A light lunch 
will be served.

Tuesday Musicale
Tuesday Musicale of 

Detroit presents “Tragico, 
Drammatico, Serioso and 
Buffo Opera,” at 7 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 9, at St. Clare 
of Montefalco Catholic 
Church, 1401 Whittier, 
Grosse Pointe Park. This 
free concert features 
mezzo-soprano Dorothy 
Duensing,  soprano 
Bonnie L. Brooks, bari-
tone Dan Mihaescu, tenor 
Jinsheng Zhang and 
soprano Olga Yalovenko, 
as well as eurythmist 
Claudia Fontana on cello 
and piano. Additionally, 
soprano Melanie Spector, 
recipient of the Dina 
Soresi Winter Voice 
Award, will perform. 

AREA ACTIVITIES
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www.partyadventureusa.com
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Q: My brother is in 
treatment for addiction 
and it’s about time. He’s 
been erratic with his 
wife and children for 
years (to put it mildly) 
and he’s only barely 
held onto his job. I don’t 
live in the area anymore 
and I haven’t been 
affected by his addic-
tion. Now, I’m being 
told I should participate 
in some kind of family 
recovery. Why should I? 

— Sister who’s sick of it
A: We hear this ques-

tion a lot. Parents, 
spouses, siblings and 
friends get fed up with 
cycles of addiction and 
relapse. They’ve had to 
make excuses, lend 
money, manage crises 
and fl at-out lie to protect 
their loved one. It has 
been exhausting. Then, 
when the addicted loved 
one fi nally gets into treat-
ment, the professionals 
expect more. 

We’re glad your 
brother is in treatment, 
but that’s only the begin-
ning of the process. Let’s 
be honest, we’ve all 
heard stories about peo-
ple relapsing right after 
treatment. Some even 
drink on the way home. 
Treatment is not a cure, 
it’s a launching pad. And 
during this process, 
there’s a great deal 
friends and family can do 
to reduce the chance of 
relapse.

Because addiction 
can’t be cured, the most 
we can do is put it in 
remission — and keep it 
there. Imagine another 
chronic illness, like Type 
1 diabetes. Imagine a 
young person who’s just 
gotten this diagnosis and 
they not only have to take 
medication and monitor 
their blood sugar, but 
they must drastically 
change their diet. Will 
they do better or worse 
with the support of the 
other family members in 
the home? The answer is 
obvious. If everyone is 
still eating cookies and 

ice cream after dinner, 
it’s going to be impossi-
ble for the young person 
to follow their diet. 
Family support means 
everything. 

When it comes to 
addiction, friends and 
family don’t have to give 
up drinking. But they can 
provide a powerful bar-
rier against relapse if 
they begin working their 
own program of recov-
ery. In this way, they pro-
vide a positive example 
for their loved one and 
demonstrate by their 
actions what words alone 
can’t express. By learn-
ing the language of 
12-Step recovery and 
practicing their own pro-
gram in Al-Anon, they 
can create a home for 
recovery in their own 
home.

All good treatment pro-
grams include a family 
component. In a residen-
tial facility, these family 
programs are usually 
several days long. When 
the most important peo-
ple can attend the family 
program, it really helps. 
But these programs are 
only launching pads, too. 
In order to keep the 
momentum going, most 
clinicians will recom-
mend Structured Family 
Recovery, Al-Anon, Nar-
Anon and similar pro-
grams. 

It’s natural to think 
that since you live far 
away, you haven’t been 
directly affected by your 
brother’s alcoholism. Yet 
your signature, “Sister 
who’s sick of it,” tells a 
different story. If you’re 
like most people, you’ve 
been worried, angry and 
resentful at what your 
brother has put your fam-
ily through. It’s normal to 
have experienced an 
ongoing storm of emo-
tions that has probably 
gone on for years. Yes, 
there may have been 
times of respite and you 
also have your own busy 
life. But it’s likely your 
brother’s addiction has 

taken a toll and it may 
have also affected some 
of the other relationships 
in your life.

Imagine how your 
brother might feel when 
he learns his closest fam-
ily members are all start-
ing to practice their own 
program of recovery. 
Imagine his surprise 
when you tell him you’re 
not only going to 
Al-Anon, but you’ve got-
ten your own Al-Anon 
sponsor. He’ll be amazed. 
What’s more, when he 
realizes you’re all follow-
ing the clinical recom-
mendations, it will make 
it more likely that he’ll 
follow them as well.

And that’s what we all 
want. To keep a chronic 
illness in remission, 
everyone must follow the 
directions. For the fam-
ily, that means Al-Anon 
and for the alcoholic, that 
m e a n s  A l c o h o l i c s 
Anonymous. These pro-
grams have proven again 
and again to be the opti-
mum path for the vast 
majority of people. For 
more information on 
family recovery, you can 
read or listen to this arti-
cle on our website: 
lovefi rst.net/awakening-
the-family/

But here’s a little 
secret. After people get 
involved in these groups 
— often with a sense of 
trepidation — they often 
find out that they love 
them. Don’t be surprised 
if your initial apprehen-
sion and avoidance turns 
into enthusiastic recov-
ery.

Jeff and Debra Jay 
have helped families face 
addiction more than 30 
years. They are are the 
authors of “Love First: a 
family’s guide to inter-
vention,” 3rd edition 
(Hazelden, 2021). They 
are professional interven-
tionists who live in Grosse 
Pointe Farms. Contact 
them with questions at 
(313) 882-6921 or love
fi rst.net.

Why family recovery?
D E A R  J E F F  A N D  D E B R A

The Carr Center recently announced 
the art exhibition “As I See.” It is the 
third and fi nal “As I See” exhibit in 
which artists were asked to create art 
with an introspective theme about how 
they interpret new beginnings. 

Robert O’Banner juried 12 diverse 
artistic voices that promise to capti-
vate art enthusiasts and collectors 
alike. The showcase runs through 
Thursday, Feb. 29. 

The show explores various medi-
ums, styles and themes. From evoca-
tive paintings to abstract, each piece 
tells a unique story and invites viewers 
to connect with the rich tapestry of the 
human expression.

“Having the chance to see so 
many great works and accept them 
into the show has been an abso-
lute honor,” O’Banner said. “These 
artists, from all different walks of 
life, all united by our unique cre-
ativity and the period of our lives 
that we inhabit. We’ve seen a lot 

and the experiences of growing up 
in the time we did has infl uenced our 
art, for a take on things that’s both tied 
to the ways of old, yet infused with 
insight from a rapidly changing 
world.”

Participating artists include Grosse 
Pointe Woods resident Ashley Menth, 
along with Chanel Beebe, Jozie 
Bullard, Marta Carvajal, Megan 
Dardis, Stephanie Fazekas, Diamante 
Lavendar, Jennifer Maples, William 
Matthews, La Tina Renee, Robert 
O’Banner and DeMarcus Smith.

“As I See: A Celebration of New 
Beginnings” is featured at the Carr 
Center, 15 E. Kirby, Detroit. Gallery 
hours are noon to 5 p.m. Wednesday 
through Saturday. A closing reception 
takes place 6 to 9 p.m. Wednesday, 
Feb. 28. Admission is free.

For more information about the 
exhibition, including artist profi les and 
a sneak peek at some of the featured 
artworks, visit thecarrcenter.org.

‘As I See’ exhibition 
runs through Feb. 29

COURTESY PHOTO

“A Garden of Hopes,” acrylic on canvas by Ashley Menth. Using dried 
acrylic skins from prior paintings to depict a bouquet of fl owers, Menth 
conveys a self-portrait showing an artist’s intent to offer hope through 
artwork to a world that would be a desert without it. Garden Center lecture planned

The Grosse Pointe Garden Center 
is hosting its third annual Legacy 
Seminar, “Learning Native Plant 
Cultures,” from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 10, in the community 
room of the Fred M. Alger Center at 
The War Memorial, 32 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

Two experienced horticulturists, 
husband-and-wife team Roy Diblik 
and Annamaria Leon, are the fea-
tured presenters. Diblik is an inter-

nationally respected plantsman and 
grower for Piet Oudolf and author of 
“The Know Maintenance Perennial 
Garden.” His presentation is titled, 
“Becoming the Cultural Gardener.”

Leon is a certified permaculture 
designer and teacher, experienced 
nursery manager and urban garden 
advoca te .  She  wi l l  p resent 
“Permaculture and Beyond.”

Visit gpgardencenter.org for more 
information and to register.

Subscribing
is easy. 

Call 313.343.5578
or visit 

grossepointenews.com

It’s what’s most important to you, to your kids, to your family.
It’s easy to stay on top of what is happening around you with the

$4 50 Annual subscription, 
delivered weekly with 
24/7 online access

Your Neighborhood

GROSSE POINTE ANIMAL ADOPTION SOCIETY
Animals Available for 
Adoption at gpaas.org
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
313-884-1551 OR www.gpaas.org
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 Meet
ABBY
Female,Female,

11 months old,11 months old,
American 

Bulldog Mix, Bulldog Mix, 
White/Black,White/Black,

50 lbs.50 lbs.

20542 Harper
(Lennon and Harper)

(313) 884-1551
www.gpaas.org

 MeetMeet
 BLOSSOMBLOSSOM
Fmale, 1 year old, shorthair,

Orange Tabby.
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Dear Gabby: My child’s 
teacher is absolutely 
impossible.

She won’t work with 
my child on improving 
grades when asked, 
won’t let her redo 
assignments, and just 
generally won’t budge 
on anything we ask 
about.

Is there a way to get in 
better with this teacher 
that I’m not consider-
ing?

— Nearly Flunking in 
the Farms

Dear Nearly Flunking,

The teacher has the 
fi nal say on grades and 
how they decide which 
grade to give.

As you may know, 
some teachers  are 
more flexible than oth-
ers, just like future 
bosses and coworkers 
your child will encoun-
ter in the real world. 
Try to accept this and 
move on.

Have your child study 
harder on the first go-
around on tests.

Consider a tutor if the 
teacher isn’t willing to 
give extra help.

Be sure to attend par-
ent-teacher conferences, 
and if warranted, set up 
additional time for you or 
your child with the 
teacher so you can under-
stand where the issues lie 
and your child can move 
on to what’s important — 
actually learning the 
material.

It should be about fi g-
uring out the problem 
before it’s too late and the 
grades are in.

All in all, be sure to 
give the teacher a nice 
gift at the end of the year 
and hope for the best.

If all of this seems too 
much, remember not to 
lose much sleep over this.

In the wise words of 
Princess Elsa from 
Frozen, “Let it go”…

— Gabby

We love problem-solving 
and giving advice! Please 
send us your questions & 
problems to advice@
grossepointenews.com.

Dear Annie
by Annie Lane

DEAR ANNIE: I’m 
knee-deep in a demand-
ing job, and I absolutely 
love it. The problem is, I 
can tell my health is slip-
ping. I’m not getting a lot 
of sleep, I rarely have 
time to hit the gym, and 
my meals usually consist 
of fast or frozen food due 
to time constraints.

My body is starting to 
feel the consequences, 
and I want to feel good 
again without sacrifi cing 
too much time. Any tips? 
— HEALTHY HACKS 
SEEKER

DEAR HEALTHY 
HACKS: If you don’t take 
care of yourself, you’ll 
burn out, and your body 
won’t let you continue 
doing that demanding job 
you love so much.

There are a few ways to 
stay healthy without sac-
rifi cing convenience: 

• Take some time every 
weekend to meal prep 
your food for the week. 
This doesn’t have to be 
time-intensive; just throw 
a bunch of veggies in the 
oven, or cook a few 
chicken breasts. That 
way, you won’t resort to 
fast food when you’re in a 
pinch. 

• Go on walks. Even if 
you don’t have time 
for a full hour in the 
gym, squeezing in a 
couple of 10-minute 
walks per day can 

make a huge differ-
ence. 

• Prioritize sleep. You’ll 
be far more productive 
and effi cient during your 
working hours if you 
make sleep a priority. Go 
to bed and wake up at the 
same time every day to 
keep yourself feeling 
energized. 

Good luck!

D E A R  A N N I E : 
Recently, my husband’s 
phone was sitting on the 
table, and even though I 
had never gone through 
it before, I did this time.

To my surprise, he had 
several text messages 
from a co-worker. Some 
were about work, but a 
lot were not. Some were 
more like horseplay, or 
“Oh, do you want a cof-
fee? Shhh, don’t tell any-
one else. I am just 
picking up for us.”

I looked at the phone 
records and got more 
mad because there were 
up to 15 texts in one day, 
but the phone records do 

not show the actual texts.
He says he never did 

anything and is in no 
way interested in her, 
but he needs to commu-
nicate with her for work. 
He had told her not to 
text his phone because I 
was upset and instead 
she should call him to 
chat on speaker about 
any questions. She 
texted him again a month 
later like she thought it 
was OK, and I had him 
block her number. Any 
advice? I feel hurt and 
keep thinking about 
everything.  — FEELING 
BETRAYED

DEAR BETRAYED: It 
sounds like your husband 
has been pretty receptive 
since you voiced your 
concerns and this co-
worker is the one who still 
doesn’t get the message.

So long as he works 
with this woman, it is 
your husband’s responsi-
bility to clearly communi-
cate these boundaries 
and stick to them. 

The fact that you had a 

hunch to check your hus-
band’s phone now for the 
fi rst time in your marriage, 
though, signifies to me 
there may be cracks in 
your foundation that need 
attention. A couples coun-
selor can help you two fully 
work through this incident, 
and any others, and renew 
your connection.

DEAR ANNIE: I empa-
thize with the many 
women who seem unable 
to persuade their hus-
bands to participate in 
shared responsibilities.

I faced the same issue 
even though my job 
came with considerably 
more responsibility as 
well as a higher salary.

No amount of discus-
sion with my husband 
changed the situation. 
Although I loved my 
husband dearly, I found 
myself feeling more 
resentful toward him 
over time.

After 15 years, I hit on 
a solution. I thought long 
and hard to identify 

which activities I could 
give up that would impact 
only my husband.

I continued doing laun-
dry for myself and the 
children but stopped 
washing my husband’s 
clothes. I started using 
the kid’s bathroom, 
which I continued to 
clean, but I stopped 
cleaning the master bath 
that my husband contin-
ued to use. I continued 
to do the shopping but 
no longer bought his 
beer and favorite snacks.

The immediate result 

for me was that I stopped 
feeling so resentful. It 
didn’t take long for my 
husband to notice the 
change. He never men-
tioned it to me but started 
doing these things him-
self. He eventually 
started doing more.

After 42 years of mar-
riage, we share our 

responsibilities more or 
less evenly. He might 
have reacted very dif-
ferently all those years 
ago, but the bottom line 
is that my growing 
resentment also could 
have destroyed the 
relationship.

I’m thankful that I had 
the courage to stop enabling 
the man who I love so 
dearly. — GETTING HIM 
TO HELP

DEAR GETTING HIM 
TO HELP: I am printing 
this letter in hopes that it 
inspires others to either 
stop enabling people 
they love from engaging 
in unhealthy behavior, 
or that it helps people 
who are taking advan-
tage of people in their 
life doing everything for 
them. Although it might 
have been a little pas-
sive-aggressive at fi rst, 
your actions did work. 
Maybe next time if there 
is something that both-
ers you, start with telling 
him what you are going 
to do and why you are 
going to do it, and then 
act on it only if you must.

Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2024 
CREATORS.COM.

Staying healthy and saving time

Dealing with stubborn educators

by Anna Lizer

4 Out Of 5

I’m unsure if there’s 
anything quite as annoy-
ing as teenage boys 
bouncing basketballs in 
the house (just ask Peter 
Brady from the Brady 
Bunch).

It’s bad enough in the 
driveway, where the 
ping, ping, thuds seem to 
go on all day. But add in 
the inside through-the-
leg attempts and constant 
dribbling and it  can 
almost send me into orbit 
in under two minutes. 
You might be thinking 
“why would this parent 
allow this in the house?” 

And that would be a 
good question. 

But with three teenage 
boys in the house with 
the energy of 10 men, I’d 
rather have them burn 
energy with a basketball 
than an Xbox controller.  

E n t e r  t h e 
QuietBounce® basketball 

that randomly (yeah 
right) showed up on my 
Facebook feed. It looked 
really cool — kids going 
haywire in the house 
making almost no noise. 
A parenting nirvana!

I quickly ordered three 
of them, and the ad men-
tioned that for every two 
you order, you receive a 
free hoop. Bonus!  

Well, Christmas came 
a n d  w e n t  a n d  n o 
Quietbounce®,  so  I 
assumed it might be a 
scam.  But lo and behold, 
a few weeks later a sad 
and very oddly shaped 
package arrived at our 
doorstep.

Three basketballs were 
shoved into a plastic 
shipping bag. When we 
opened them we all 
laughed out loud. They 
looked like they had 
really been through it — 
traveled a long journey 

from China, stuffed in a 
container and finally 
arrived at our door.

Nothing even remotely 
resembled a sphere — 
more like saggy ovals. 
The material also seemed 
ridiculous. It’s just foam.

We had another good 
laugh and went out for 
the evening.

The real miracle seems 
to have happened while 
we were out. 

Upon our arrival back 
home that night, those 

Quietbounce® balls mag-
ically regained their 
round shape and the boys 
(I mean, the official 
Grosse Pointe News 
product testers) immedi-
ately gave them a try.

They actually bounced, 
hardly made a sound and 
kept them dribbling and 
playing one-on-one until 
it was time for bed.

There are several size 
choices when you are 
ordering, so make sure to 
get the correct size for 
your child’s age. One ball 
costs about $38, but you 
can save by buying mul-
tiple. But buyer beware, 
even though I purchased 
three and was supposed 
to get the hoop, it never 
arrived and messages to 
the company have thus 
far gone unanswered. It’s 
not the biggest deal in the 
world, but not ideal and 
not as advertised.

I ’ m  g i v i n g  t h e 
Q u i e t b o u n c e ® ,  o r 
Qbounce as it ’s also 
advertised, 4 alligators.

They came late, looked 
like potatoes when they 
got here and the package 
was missing the hoop. 
However, the kids actu-
ally like them and have 
been playing with them 
every day since they 
arrived.  

We LOVE testing out 
new th ings !  Te l l  us 
about your favorite item 
or something you want 
us to try for you! Drop 
us a l ine at  media@
grossepointenews.com.
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I ’ve been rai l ing 
against higher-alcohol 
wines since they began 
appearing widely in 
this country in about 
2000, and I received 
lots of criticism from 
people who saw me as 
anti-flavor. 

The real reason these 
folks were so upset a 
quarter century ago 
was that I suggested 
that the “high alcohol 
equals high flavor” peo-
ple were all wrong. 
Higher-alcohol wines 
had less wine flavor, I 
wrote!

But the higher-alco-
hol stuff kept appearing 
because many were 
receiving high scores 
from reviewers who 
adored higher-alcohol 
wines because they 
were sweeter. At the 
time, this was evident 
in the huge popularity 
of zinfandel, a grape 
that always seemed to 
perform best when its 
alcohols were 16 per-
cent or more. 

All that has changed. 
In the last few years, a 
widely observed phe-
nomenon for many con-
sumers of alcoholic 
beverages  is  the ir 
search for lower-alco-

hol wines or other bev-
erages, as well as wines 
with no alcohol at all. 

The World Health 
Organization issued a 
statement a year ago 
referencing “an expand-
ing market of no- and 
low-alcohol beverages 
(NoLos).” There is even 
a new brand called 
No&Low.

What is being called 
the “no-lo” movement 
has swept the world, 
putting some domestic 
wine producers in a dif-
ficult position. Many 
domestic wines have 
alcohols that are higher 
than found in European 
wines, with 14.5 per-
cent alcohol or more —
with the emphasis on 
“more.” 

The result has been a 
consumer backlash and 
a consequent slowdown 
in sales of many differ-
ent wines, notably zin-
fandel. Sales of 16 
percent alcohol prod-
ucts have declined.

In their place are 
various alternatives 
with low or zero alco-
hol. The traditional 
“dry January” that has 
pervaded the culture 
for years has put an 
exclamation point on 

declining sales of all 
alcoholic beverages. 

One of the most 
interesting situations 
today is the develop-
ment of exceptionally 
fine beer with zero 
alcohol, including some 
craft beers that are so 
good you can’t tell they 
are alcohol-free!

As for the wine fla-
vor-seekers, if they’re 
truly interested in the 
flavors of wines, they 
should look more care-
fully at wines that don’t 
exceed 13.5 percent 
alcohol. It has long 
been known that alco-
hol, all by itself, has its 
own distinctive aroma. 
That aroma has nothing 
to do with grapes. Just 
sniff vodka and you’ll 
see what alcohol smells 
like. It’s that very aro-
matic that masks wine 
flavors and aromatics. 

The result is that you 
get more flavor when 
the alcohol is moderate. 

To prove this, pour a 4- 
or 5-ounce glass of a 15 
percent alcohol red 
wine and add a table-
spoon of water without 
chlorine (i.e., spring or 
distilled water). Swirl 
the glass. You’ll notice 
far more aroma than 
t h e  w i n e  p o u r e d 
directly from the bottle. 

In fact, this is a ter-
rific tactic for dealing 
with higher-alcohol 
wines. Put in a table-
spoon or 4 teaspoons of 
water to a wine glass 
and you’ll notice that 
the wine’s aroma and 
taste are better bal-
anced. 

Since higher alcohol 
wines  usua l ly  are 
slightly sweeter, adding 
water makes it taste a 

little drier and thus 
allows it to work better 
wi th  your  d inner . 
(However, adding too 
much water will make 
the wine taste thin and 
vapid.)

A final observation: 
I ’m a huge fan of 
German riesling. There 
are many versions with 
alcohol levels below 11 
percent; some are as 
low as 7 percent! The 
only drawback: Most 
such wines have traces 
of sugar, which may 
make them difficult to 
pair with some foods.

But one of the great-
est assets of German 
riesling is that most 
have excellent acid, 
which allows them to 
work wonderfully with 

loads of foods.

Wine of the Week:
2022 Lifevine Rose, 

California ($15) — I was 
skeptical when I heard 
that someone was mak-
ing a zero-sugar rose, 
but I tasted it and was 
impressed by the qual-
ity. Certifi ed organic, the 
wine with cherries and 
berries in the aroma has 
only 113 calories per 5 
ounces and is actually 
dry. And it has only 12.9 
percent alcohol.

To fi nd out more about 
Sonoma County resident 
Dan Berger, visit the 
Creators Syndicate web-
page at www.creators.
com. COPYRIGHT 2023 
CREATORS.COM.

These muffi ns are fl y-
ing off the counters at 
my house. I think I’ve 
made them about eight 
times in the past three 
weeks. My kids just can’t 
get enough.

I literally had to rip 
one out of my son’s 
hand when I noticed he 
was on his fourth, so 
one of his sisters could 
bring it for snack to 
school the next day. 
They’re that good.

Lemon and blueber-
ries pair perfectly 
together but I went the 
extra step and added 
white chocolate chips.

They’re soft and crum-
bly with a cinnamon 
streusel sprinkled over 
top.

I use lemon curd 
which is so underrated. 
It’s fabulous on toast in 
the morning but is one of 
the shining stars in this 
recipe.

I don’t like to bake 
often but…geez… these 
are worth it.

Cheers, Mombeau 

Blueberry Lemon 
Muffi ns with White 

Chocolate

2 cups fl our

1 cup sugar

2 tsp baking powder

½ tsp salt

2 eggs

½ cup butter, melted

½ cup milk

1 tsp vanilla extract

1 heaping spoonful, 
lemon curd

2 cups fresh blueber-
ries

½ cup white chocolate 
chips

Preheat the oven to 
400 degrees. In a stand-
ing mixer, add the fl our, 
sugar, baking powder 
and salt. Mix together on 
low.

In a separate bowl, 
whisk together the eggs, 
milk, vanilla and lemon 
curd. Pour into the fl our 
mixture then slowly driz-
zle in the butter. Let the 
mixture come together 
but don’t over mix.

Using a spatula, 
incorporate the white 
chocolate chips and 
blueberries.

Spoon into muffin 
trays that are lined and 
sprayed. Top with the 
streusel and bake for 

18-22 minutes.
Streusel topping

¼ fl our

2 tbsp brown sugar
2 tbsp white sugar

¼ tsp cinnamon

1/8 tsp salt
2 tbsp cold butter

Add all to a mixing 
b o w l  a n d  u s i n g  a 

fork, cut the butter in 
m a k i n g  a  c r u m b l y 
t e x t u r e .  S p r i n k l e 
over the top of each 
muffin.

by Dan Bergerby Dan Berger

Courtesy of Mombeau’s Table

A new winter staple

No-Lo is a thing

Best
BURGERS IN TOWN!BURGERS IN TOWN!

CALL for CARRY-OUTCALL for CARRY-OUT
18666 Mack Ave., Grosse Pointe Farms

313-881-5675
020124

SEE 
MENU

BEST
BEST

of the

20        23

for a

GREAT SEASON
ffo

DETROIT
LIONSLIONS

THANK YOU
to our

and many more
Wonderful Seasons

to come!

Homemade
Hand-Breaded 

ONION RINGS &ONION RINGS &
MUSHROOMSMUSHROOMS

yKennedy’s

EST. 
1980

Delivery available throughDelivery available through
Doordash, Grubhub and UberEats.Doordash, Grubhub and UberEats.

PHOTO BY KAREN FERGUSON

Moscato & Moscatel wines 
are typically known as a 
dessert wine. They can be 
very sweet with a lower
alcohol content that a
typical glass of wine. 
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BY OLIVIA MONETTE AND DONNA ZETTERLUND

VALENTINE’S DAY

BY OLIVIA

Who are those groovy gals in your posse who make life more fun, bring out the best in you and have your back all year long?
Those ride-or-die BFFs who know you better than you know yourself — and will tell you how amazing you are on those crazy 

HEARTS ON HER FEET SPEAK FLUENT CHOCOLATE LIDS FOR THE LADIES

VALENTINE PEN PALS GIFT TIP: SHARE THE LOVE SHOW YOUR LOVE TOP-TO-TOE

 Small Favors. 
The League Shop. 

Small Favors.

sea salt caramel or dark chocolate with charming 

Small Favors.

from the Campus Shop. 

However you spend this Valentine’s Day, don’t be shy 
about telling people in your life that you love them. It’s 
not just for romantic couples! Whether the words are 
shared in person, in a note or expressed in a token or gift, 
the most important thing is to articulate your feelings. 

FAR OUT GIFT FAR OUT GIFT 
IDEAS FOR THE IDEAS FOR THE 
FRIENDS YOU FRIENDS YOU
LOVE MOST!LOVE MOST!
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HONEY OF A HOT SAUCE SWEET HEARTS LOOKIN’ GOOD

COOL THREADS CHAIN OF LOVE GIFT TIP: IT’S THE THOUGHT 

A HEAD FOR FASHION FLOWER POWER

Both from Savvy Chic Boutique.

Chez Lou Lou

Glitter & Scotch has the best gifts for all the 

Anchor & Olive

The Bricks 

Conner Park Florist.
for the one who has been by your side through thick 

Shining bright in the 313 — that’s you and your 
besties in matching shirts from the ultra-cool 
Campus Shop.

You don’t have to spend a lot of bread to make a lasting 
memory! The gifts we cherish most are the ones from 
the heart — gifts that have special meaning to us. 
Something that evokes thoughts of a past event we’ve 
shared, a favorite song or an inside joke — these are the 
things that we cherish forever.

FAR OUT GIFT 
IDEAS FOR THE 
FRIENDS YOU 
LOVE MOST!

GIFT TIP: GOOD CONVERSATION 
A fun and funny way to say Happy Valentine’s Day to a 
longtime friend is to take a box of candy conversation 
hearts and write your own inside jokes and humorous 
sentiments on the back of each one with an edible ink 
marker. It’s likely your friend won’t eat them — but will 
want to save them forever for future laughs!

GPSHS

LIGGETT

GP
NORTH

JIMMY N.
LUVS

U

PROM
2006

BACK-
STREET
BOYS

2011
BMW

TRINA
+

BOB

POOL
PARTY

CAMP
OWANA

U OWE ME
A RIDE

I NEED
SUGAR

PHOTO COURTESY OF CONNER PARK FLORIST
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Romantic hot chocolate 

Serves 2

11/2 oz. 

11/4 cups milk

Canned whipped cream (optional)

Mini chocolate or cinnamon hearts to decorate

pitcher. Place the milk in a heavy-bottom 
saucepan and bring to a boil. Pour about one-
quarter of the milk onto the chocolate and 
leave until the chocolate has softened.

Whisk the milk and chocolate mixture until 
smooth. Return the remaining milk to the 

Pour into warmed mugs or cups and top 
with whipped cream and the candy hearts.

WHERE TO SHOP

ANCHOR & OLIVE  • 15005 Kercheval Ave., GPP • (313) 926-6394 • anchorandolivegp.com   /   THE BRICKS  • 15201 Kercheval Ave., GPP • (313) 209-4229 • thebrickspizzeria.com

THE CAMPUS SHOP • 17114 Kercheval Ave., GP • thecampusshopusa.com   /   CONNER PARK FLORIST •  21480 Greater Mack Ave., SCS • (586) 773-1500 • connerpark.com  

 IRISH COFFEE • 18666 Mack Ave., GPF • (313) 881-5675   /  GLITTER & SCOTCH • 16906 Kercheval Ave., GP • (313) 571-3607 • shopglitterandscotch.com 

 THE LEAGUE SHOP •  16847 Kercheval Ave., GP • (313) 882-6880 • theleagueshop.com   /  PET SUPPLIES PLUS • 17010 Kercheval Ave., GP • (313) 884-2962 • petsuppliesplus.com 

 RHYTHM & BLUE JUICE CO. • 17864 Mack Ave., GP • (313) 442-2402 • rhythmandbluejuice.com   /  SAVVY CHIC • 16822 Kercheval Ave., GP • (313) 466-3388 • savvychicgp.com

SMALL FAVORS • 17112 Kercheval Ave., GP • (313) 887-1774 • shopsmallfavors.com   /  VIVIANO FLOWER SHOP • 20087 Mack Ave., GPW • (313) 882-2461 • viviano.com

SIMPLY THE BEST PUPPY LOVE RAINBOW OF PINK DRINKS

P.S. I LOVE YOU GIFT TIP: MAKE ROSES LAST CLEAN SCENE

-
Rhythm & Blue Juice Co. is fully stocked with a 

Pet 
Supplies Plus

An Irish Coffee

A heartfelt handwritten card is something that gets 

Glitter & Scotch has the most adorable assortment 

and mostest how much more wonderful life is with and lather for a luxurious exfoliating massage and a 
Small Favors.

a clean vase. Water that is too hot or too cold may shock the 

food that comes with the roses. Change the water every few 
days. Keep away from direct sunlight, drafts and heat. With 
proper care, cut roses may be able to last up to10 days.

PUPPY LOVE

02
13

20

Valentine’s Day!
February 14  

21480 Greater Mack Avenue 
St. Clair Shores, MI  48080

(586) 773-1500      Order 24/7 on connerpark.com

Delivering to all of
Metro Detroit and Beyond

02
01

23
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Did you know?
Valentine’s Day imagery like heart-shaped boxes of chocolate, Cupid 

shooting his arrow and bouquets of roses are ubiquitous come February. 
Each of those symbols is meant to signify the love individuals have for their 

love than the peaceful dove.
According to LiveScience.com, doves have been a symbol of love since 

the Middle Ages, when many people believed birds chose their mates on 
Valentine’s Day. Doves’ own traits may have also helped them become icons 
of love, as LiveScience.com notes that male doves help their female partners 
incubate and tend to their young, bolstering their image as caring, loving 
birds. Way to go, dove dads!

“

Need some ideas for a romantic movie 
night? Here are some classics that may 
already be on your list of favorites:

"Casablanca" (1942): Set during
World War II and starring Humphrey 
Bogart, and Ingrid Bergman, an Amer-
ican expatriate must choose between 
love or helping a Czech resistance lead-

"Ghost" (1990): A Patrick Swayze/
Demi Moore tear-jerker that shows that 
true love can continue even beyond 

"Love and Basketball" (2000):
Omar Epps and Sanaa Lathan star in 
this story of two neighborhood kids 

However, when one's stardom really 

"Love Actually" (2003): Featuring an
ensemble cast, this movie tells the tales 
of eight very different couples who are 

“A Star is Born" (2018): Bradley
-

As her fame begins to eclipse his, the 

Romance takes center stage on 
Valentine’s Day. February 14th is 
a chance for couples to express 

how much they care for one another.
The relationship site Marriage.com 

offers that happily married couples 
with long histories together manage 
to preserve some elements present in 
the early stages of their relationships 
— a time when couples typically make 
a concerted effort to woo one another.

Keeping the romantic spark alive 
is a key component of successful 
relationships. And you don’t even need 

memorable evening together. 
Here are some ideas to make this 

Valentine’s Day one to remember!

Hide romantic notes
Plan a romantic scavenger hunt by 

hiding notes that express thoughtful 
sentiments and give your partner a 
list of clues to guide the hunt. Start 
with a clue such as “Where did we 

next clue to a bunch of basil in the 

where the hunt takes you!

Both of you probably have all-time 

time by queueing up two separate 

rom-com and the other is an action 

cuddling on the sofa. Be positive and

upbeat as you discuss one another’s 
favorites.

Prepare a romantic meal together
Valentine’s Day dinner can be all the 

more intimate when you dine alone at 
home. Shop for gourmet ingredients 
together at your favorite specialty 
shops and take time to have fun doing 
it. Choose a splurge menu you both 

and divvy up meal preparation tasks. 
Steal a few sample bites (and kisses) 
along the way. Add plenty of candles 
and cook to a romantic playlist 
representing your years together to 
really enhance the ambiance.

Dress up the bed
Create a warm and inviting bedroom 

sheets with a high thread count and a 

accents can make your bedroom 
space even more inspiring. The new 
bedding may inspire extra cuddle time 
together and even breakfast in bed. 

Slow dance

Dancing together needn’t be reserved 
for special occasions like weddings. 
and can rekindle romantic feelings 

other at your best.

the way to show appreciation for one 
another while you deal with the reality 
of work and raising a family. 

Dialing up the romance at home 
for Valentine’s Day can kickstart a 
lifetime of staying close for the rest of 
your lives.

Create a romantic night at home

Let this Valentine’s Day be the start of romantic habits that last a lifetime.

Whole lotta love
Hello lovers, wherever you are! Valentine’s Day still stands as the day 

couples all over the country will be honoring one another with tokens 
of affection. Local romantics know that Viviano Flower Shop has their 
needs in mind as they plan their gifting ideas.

From arrangements to single roses, elegant plants to teddy bears, can-
dles, hand soaps, lotions and more, Viviano’s will always impress your 
love with the very best gifts. To order, visit viviano.com, call (313) 882-
2461 or stop by in person at the Grosse Pointe Woods or St. Clair Shores 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF VIVIANO FLOWER SHOP

 St. Clair Shores  Shelby Twp.  Chesterfield Twp. 
 Grosse Pointe Woods  Rochester

Viviano’s ... For All Of Life’s Celebrations!

send

8OO-VIVIAN ano.com

020124
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MOVIE REVIEW
“The Dry”

2020 - Rated R
1 hr 57 min
★★★★✩

Back in the day, I used 
to look forward to 
Thursday nights. That 
was when PBS aired 
“Mystery.” It was one of 
the consistently great 
programs that almost 
always presented BBC 
m u r d e r - m y s t e r i e s , 
hosted by the perfectly 
cast Diana Rigg.

It was fun following 
the exploits of sleuths 
l ike  Miss  Marple , 
Hercule Poirot, and 
Inspector Morse and try 
to solve the caper before 
they did.

These days I watch 
more of this ilk in movies 
rather than TV series. So 
when I spot one with 
potential, I immediately 
put it in my queue. 

I recently discovered 
“The Dry,” a gripping 
drama based on the 
international best selling 
novel by Jane Harper. 
The fi lm is directed by 
Robert Connolly (“Paper 
Planes”) and takes place 
in present day Australia.  
The country is suffering 
from a major drought, 
which is depicted with 
aerial shots of the pun-
ishing landscape, swirl-
ing dust devils and long 
trials of dust clouds from 
cars traversing the coun-
tryside.

Kudos to director of 
photography Stefan 
Duscio. This grueling 
backdrop is the perfect 
setting for the harsh real-
ities facing the townsfolk 
of the fi ctional enclave of 
Kiewarra.

Big city detective 
Aaron Falk (Eric Bana) 

returns to the town he 
left 20 years ago. He’s 
there to attend the 
funeral of his childhood 
friend Luke. It’s revealed 
that Luke killed his son, 
wife, and then shot him-
self. While Aaron has 
planned on just spending 
a day there, he’s con-
vinced to stay longer by 
Luke’s parents. (played 
by Bruce Spence and 
Julia Blake).

They’re convinced 
their son couldn’t have 
committed the crimes 
and want Aaron to look 
into the case. Local Sgt. 
Greg (Keir O’Donnell) is 
also troubled by the sus-
picious circumstances 
and is a bit over his head 
investigating murders. 
The two work together to 
discover the hidden 
truth. 

The story gets more 
complicated when it’s 
revealed that 20 years 
ago, Aaron and Luke’s 
friend Ellie died mysteri-
ously. Even though the 
two boys had an alibi, we 
learn they fabricated a 
story to cover their tracks

Through a series of 
fl ashbacks, we meet the 
teenage foursome Luke 
(Sam Corlett), Aaron 
(Joe Klocek), Gretchen 
(Claude Scott-Mitchell), 
a n d  E l l i e  ( B e B e 
Bettencourt). We see 
them horsing around in a 
river, and enjoying each 
other’s company around 
a campfi re. The group is 
revisited several times as 
more of their story is 
revealed. 

Soon after Aaron 
arrives for his friend’s 
funeral, he starts getting 
hassled by various 
townspeople. They’re 
convinced he was 
responsible for Ellie’s 

murder, and simply 
can’t move on. Ellie’s 
father (William Zappa) 
is especially hostile and 
t a u n t s  h i m  e v e r y 
chance he gets. He’s 
suffering from demen-
tia and thinks Aaron is 
actually his dad. 

Aaron and Gretchen 
(Genevieve O’Reilly) 
rekindle their relation-
ship, even though they 
haven’t been in touch 
for quite some time. 
She’s now a head-
strong single mother 
and a farmer.

We also meet other 
characters including the 
grade school principle, a 
local farmer and the 
town doctor.

As the story pro-
gresses, you begin to ask 
yourself if any of these 
people are involved in 
the murder? And what 
would their motivation 
be? Plus there’s the 
20-year-old murder case 
that’s never been solved. 
Could the two possibly 
be related? Several plot 
twists lie ahead.

I felt Mr. Bana did a 
sensational job convey-
ing the complexities of 
his character.  I ’ve 
enjoyed his perfor-
mances in several fi lms 
over the years including 
“Munich” and the more 
recent “Blueback.” He’s 
a talented actor and this 
may be the best outing 
of his career. I also 
should mention the out-
standing original score 
by Peter Raeburn. He 
did a masterful job 
building tension and 
emphasizing the emo-
tions the characters are 
feeling. He definitely 
added to the power of 
this remarkable fi lm. 

Note to parents: The 

fi lm is rated “R” due to 
some swearing and a 
tasteful lovemaking 
scene. I think it would be 
appropriate for mature 
teens. 

Currently streaming 
for free on Kanopy (with 
your library card) and to 
rent on Prime Video. . 

My rating system:

★ A real stinker. A 
movie that is so bad,

you’re embarrassed to 
admit you’ve seen it, 
but you have to rate it 
nonetheless. 

★★ So-so. Not a total 
waste of time, but you 
would have been better 
off reading a good book. 

★★★ Pretty good. In
fact, if there weren’t any 
other movies in your 
queue, you might watch 
it again.

★★★★ One you’d
recommend to friends.

★★★★★ So good
you’d actually go out and 
buy it! 

About this column:

My main focus is on
films that I feel have
gone under the radar and 

deserve more recognition.
They include both 

mainstream and indie 
films streaming on ser-
v ices  l ike  Net f l ix , 
Hoopla, and Kanopy. 

I’ll also review note-
worthy new theatrical 
releases as well.

For movie trailers, visit 
youtube.com.

If you have any sugges-
tions, feel free to email me at: 
dominmark@yahoo.com. 

Also, if you’re look-
ing for more recom-
mendations, be sure 
to check out my blog: 
m o v i e j u n k i e m a r k .
blogspot.com.

Aaron (Eric Bana).

Aaron (Bana) visits the gravesite of Luke and 
his family.

The gang hanging out at the riverbed.

Movie Junkie Mark
by Mark Domin

The dried riverbed.

                                     PHOTOS COURTESY OF MADE UP STORIES, ARENAMEDIA AND CORNERSTONE FILMS

Left, Eric Bana as Aaron, and Genevieve O’Reilly as Gretchen in the 
2020 movie “The Dry,” directed by Robert Connolly.
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Weekly HoroscopesWeekly HoroscopesWeekly Horoscopes
Royal StarsRoyal StarsRoyal Stars
Moon Alert: Avoid 

shopping or important 
decisions from 4 a.m. to 
4 p.m. EST today (1 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. PST). After that, 
the Moon moves from 
Libra into Scorpio.

Happy Birthday for 
Thursday, February 1, 
2024:

You are multitalented. 
You are original, witty and 
quick to size up a situation. 
You have your own way of 
thinking and doing things. 
This is a slower paced 
year. It’s time to rejuvenate 
yourself. Explore medita-
tion, yoga, tai chi or what-
ever discipline helps to 
ground you.

ARIES
(March 21-April 19)
Be aware of the limi-

tations of the Moon 
Alert. Meanwhile, this 
is another day where 
people are pushy and 
prickly.  Instead, go 
with what’s working, 
and what is working is 
that you’re popular. 
Everyone wants to see 
your face!  Tonight: 
Check your finances.

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)

Today is another chal-
lenging day, because 
issues with others might 
trigger power struggles. 
Nevertheless, you’re in 
the middle of a four-
week window when the 
Sun is at the top of your 
chart casting you in a 
fl attering spotlight. You 
look good to everyone! 
Make your pitch. (Check 
the Moon Alert.) Tonight: 
Cooperate.

GEMINI
(May 21-June 20)

Power struggles and 
arguments about politics 
and religion continue 
today. However, you can 
sidestep these and think 
about future travel plans 
or what you can do to 
enrich your daily world. 
Maybe you can explore 
your own city. What can 
you learn that is interest-
ing? Tonight: Get orga-
nized.

CANCER
(June 21-July 22)

Money squabbles as well 
as arguments about terri-
tory, boundaries and 
responsibility might con-
tinue to be a drag. Before 
you agree to anything 
important, check the Moon 
Alert, because it lasts for 12 
hours! Fortunately, rela-
tions with friends and part-
ners are supportive. 
Tonight: Socialize!

LEO
(July 23-Aug. 22)

Get more rest. Avoid 
power struggles with 
partners and close friends 
today. This is a good day 
to relax at home among 
familiar surroundings. 
However, don’t get caught 
up in family squabbles. If 
shopping or making deci-
sions, check the Moon 
Alert. Tonight: Cocoon at 
home.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

This is a productive time 
for you, and yet, it’s also a 
playful time. Oh yeah, 
work hard, party hard! 
However, this week 
(including today) you have 
to dodge quarrels and 
power struggles with oth-
ers. Don’t get involved. 
Protect your peace of 
mind. Be aware of the 
Moon Alert today. Tonight: 
Conversations!

LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

You might be redecorat-
ing, tackling home repairs 
or entertaining because 
you’re energetic and 
sociable. It’s the perfect 
time for a vacation! 
Unfortunately, tension 
with kids and romantic 
partners still continues. 
Sidestep these if you can. 
(See the Moon Alert.) 
Tonight: Maintain your 
belongings.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

Later today, the Moon 
will move into your sign, 
which could make you a bit 
excitable, especially when 
dealing with parents or 

family members. Don’t lose 
your cool. Tonight: You 
win!

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

This is a fast-paced 
time for you, and you’re 
eager to learn as well as 
communicate with oth-
ers. In part, this is why 
you might get caught up 
in a power struggle with 
someone. Before you go 
off on a tangent, ask 
yourself if it is worth it. 
Don’t lose friends by 
squabbling. Be cool. 
Tonight: Solitude.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

Disagreements or 
power struggles with 
friends and members of 
groups might arise today, 
especially about fi nancial 
matters or different val-
ues. Let’s face it, we all 
have different values. 
Some prefer bread; some 
prefer rice; some prefer 
vodka That’s life. Tonight: 
Be friendly.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

Be aware that later in 
the day, when the Moon 
changes signs (see the 
Moon Alert), you will 
suddenly become high-
viz. People will notice 
you. Meanwhile, you 
don’t need a public argu-
ment in an elevator. Or 
anywhere else. Take the 
high road. Tonight: Show 
respect.

PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20)

Later in the day, you 
might find yourself 
embroiled in political or 
philosophical arguments 
or power struggles. Is this 
how you want to spend 
your day? Instead, you 
can enjoy the company of 
younger, creative and 
artistic people and have 
fun. Tonight: Explore!

BORN TODAY
Actress Julia Garner 

(1994), actor Michael C. 
Hall (1971), singer, actor 
Harry Styles (1994).
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Contract BridgeContract Bridge
ALL THAT GLITTERS IS NOT GOLD

The question of whether or not to 
overcall an opponent’s opening bid, 
or the response to an opening bid, is 
more a matter of common sense than 
anything else.

For example, if you held the South 
hand in today’s deal and your right-
hand opponent bid one diamond as 
dealer, you should surely overcall 
with one spade. You have the val-
ues for an opening bid, a reasonable 
trump suit and good distribution. You 
don’t expect to make a game (though 

it’s certainly possible if partner has 
good trump support), but there’s a 
real chance of making a partscore in 
spades (or clubs) while stopping the 
opponents from making a partscore in 
hearts or diamonds. Stated differently, 
it’s better to compete against one dia-
mond than to pass.

But the situation is totally different 
if West opens one diamond and, after 
partner passes, East responds two 
clubs. To enter the bidding now with 
two spades is tantamount to suicide, 
since you have little to gain and a lot 
to lose.

It would be unrealistic to argue that 
you have the values for an opening bid 
and are therefore entitled to express 
them. Such an attitude would indicate 
that you have completely ignored the 
significance of the opponents’ bids —
namely, that West has at least 13 points, 
while East has indicated 10 or more 
points with his two-club response. 
This does not leave much in the way of 
high cards for your partner, and there 
is furthermore no assurance that he is 
going to have support for spades.

The deal and the bidding shown actu-
ally occurred in a 1980 team match 
between Canada and the United States. 
The Canadian South bid two spades 
over East’s two clubs, got doubled 
and paid the piper to the tune of 1,400 
points!

©2024 King Features Syndicate Inc.

by Steve Becker

Find 10 Differences

Copy the Picture
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Garfield                                                                       Jim Davis
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Beetle Bailey                                          Greg, Brian, Neal and Mort Walker

Flying McCoys           Glenn McCoyZiggy                          Tom Wilson

Wizard of Id       Created by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart. Currently by Mason Mastroianni

Andy Capp                                                                 Reg Smythe 

© 2024 by Andrews McMeel Syndication 1/25 Solution

Complete the
grid so every row,
column and 3 x 3
box contains
every digit from
1 to 9 inclusively.

Previous puzzle
solution

U N I V E R S A L
Sudoku Puzzle

2/1

Blondie                                                                     Chris and Dean Young
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Family Circus                                        Bill and Jeff Keane

“How could a little bird tell you?
Little birds can’t talk. They chirp.”

©2024 Bill Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

Universal Crossword

© 2024 by Andrews McMeel Universal
www.upuzzles.com

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER

Edited by David Steinberg February 1, 2024

1/25 Solution

Go Away! by Hoang-Kim Vu2/1
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Popeye                                                                    Bud Sagendorf
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Over The Hedge                                              Michael Fry and T. Lewis

F Minus                                                                             Tony Carrilo
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Reality Check          Dave Whamond Bizarro             Dan Piraro and Wayno

Hagar The Horrible                                      Dik Browne and Chris Browne

Wumo                                                Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler 

B.C.                                                     Johnny Hart and Mason Mastroianni 

Peanuts                                                                                                                                               Charles M. Schulz

Carpe Diem                                                            Niklas Eriksson

“Move!  Do you have to lick
every cooking show.”

The Lockhorns       Bill Hoest,         Bunny Hoest and John Reiner

Hank Ketchum, Scott Ketchum,

t
Comics

Crankshaft                                                           Tom Batiuk and Dan Davis
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Crock                                                      Created by Bill Rechin and Brant Parker 

Marmaduke                                    Paul & Brad Anderson

Mother Goose and Grim                                              Mike Peters

“WHY  DO  THEY  CALL  IT  AFTERSHAVE?
YOU  SHOULD  USE  IT  BEFORE  YOU  SHAVE!” 

“It’s a coupon for 10% off at
Ray’s Glass Repair.”

Close To Home                                    John McPherson

Dennis the Menace            Ron Ferdinand and Marcus Hamilton
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“I  DON’T  KNOW  WHAT  THIS  MEANS,  BUT  OUR BANKING
APP  JUST  GAVE  US  A  TWO-MINUTE  WARNING.” 
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Standards Link: Life Science: Understand that humans and animals have structures that aid in survival.
Standards Link: Science: Identify 

different kinds of weather.

Look outside. What 
is your weather like 
today? Look through 

the newspaper for five 
words that describe 
your weather. Circle 

each word.

Weather 
Words

Make a Groundhog 
Weather Detector

Is Phil correct?

What is another name 
for a groundhog? 

K =

How do animals know when to hibernate?

For hundreds of years, people have thought that the 
groundhog can predict the weather. It’s believed that 
if the groundhog sees its shadow when it leaves it’s 
burrow on the second day of February, the winter 

will last another six weeks.

But, if the sun isn’t shining, then there are no 
shadows to be seen. People say when this happens, 

spring will arrive soon.

Color and cut out this little 
groundhog. Glue it onto 
  some heavier paper and 
    cut out the groundhog 
      again. Stand your little 
       groundhog outside and 
      see if it casts a shadow.

Punxsutawney Phil is not right 
about the weather every year. 
Circle every other letter to see 
how often Phil is right about 
the end of winter weather.

Scientists have found a special chemical in the blood of hibernating animals. The chemical is called HIT or Hibernation Inducement Trigger. 
Although scientists do not know what this chemical is, they do know that it appears when one of three things happen:

One summer day, blood with HIT taken from a hibernating groundhog was injected into a lively one. 
Result: Hibernation!

If you were the scientist—what would be your conclusion about this experiment?

The days become shorter 
and there is less light.

There is a big drop in 
temperature.

Food is 
scarce.

A W B G O J U R T N F
L O M R F T H Y J P K
E P R Y C B E L N F T
V O Z F O T W H V E

Y T A I L M R E T

H =

D =

C =

W =

U =

O =

N =

© 2024 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 40, No. 9

Hello, Spring!
What does spring look like 

where you live? Write a 
description of some of the 

signs of spring in your area.

The verb hibernate means to 
sleep through the winter in a 
den or burrow to save energy.

HIBERNATE

Try to use the word hibernate 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

The groundhog hibernates 
about six months a year.

This week’s word:

Light travels in a straight line from its source. When light 
reaches an opaque (solid) object, the light is prevented from 
moving through the object, leaving an area of darkness on 

the other side (a shadow).
Find the shadow for each of these shapes.

Standards Link: Science: Understand physical properties of light.
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AUGUST
BURROW
CASTS
CURL
EATS
END
FOOD
GROUNDHOG
LIGHT
PHIL
SHADOW
SLEEP
SUN
TOWN
WINTER Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 

words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

With hundreds of topics, every 
Kid Scoop  printable activity pack 
features six-to-seven pages of 
high-interest extra learning 
activities for home and 
school! Get your free 
sample today at:

6.

5.

4.

3.

1.

2.

Find a newspaper photo with one or more 
people in it. Mimic the pose of a person. 
Can you hold it for 10 seconds? Find 
another photo and repeat.
Standards Link: Language Arts: Apply syllabication rules.

News Photo Pose

ANSWER: A piZZZZZZZZZa!

The Most Famous Groundhog
In the town of Punxsutawney, 
Pennsylvania, there is a 
special groundhog called 
Punxsutawney Phil.

Each year on the morning 
of February 2nd, people in 
the town wait patiently for 
Punxsutawney Phil to 
come out of his burrow. News 
shows and newspapers around the 
country will tell everyone whether or not he sees his shadow.

02
01

24
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Grosse Pointe South 
girls varsity basketball 
captain Maddy Benard 
is playing lights-out for 
the 2023-24 Blue Devils 
and is on pace to achieve 
career highs in scoring, 
rebounds and assists 
this season. 

She also holds the 
school record for 6.2 
steals a game, which she 
set last season. 

Not bad for someone 
who as a young girl 
wasn’t sure if basketball 
was for her. 

She gave everything a 
shot at fi rst. Her mom, 
Laura, a former swim-
mer, wanted Maddy to 
give the pool a try. Dad 
Steve, who owns a gym 
and is South’s boys var-
sity basketball coach, 
saw a hoops career for 
his daughter.

Ultimately, the choice 
became her own.

“My mom actually 

wanted my brother and 
I to be swimmers, but I 
just hated it so much,” 
she said. “I tried out all 
sports, but I did not like 
basketball at fi rst actu-
ally.” 

She took an instant 
liking to gymnastics, but 

that proved short-lived.
“As soon as my mom 

saw me getting tall, she 
pulled me out right 
away.” 

Soon after, basketball 
started to click.

“As I got older, I real-
ized I was getting better 
at basketball, which 
made me enjoy it more.”

Based on her skyrock-
eting high school career 
and the remarkable 
junior season she’s hav-
ing, it appears Benard 
made the right decision.

She began playing 
baske tba l l  a t  the 
Neighborhood Club in 
early elementary school 
and quickly advanced to 

travel ball around fourth 
grade. She continued 
improving as a middle 
schooler before arriving 
at Grosse Pointe South, 
where she made varsity 
as a freshman.

But midway through 
her inaugural high 
school season, Benard 
tore her ACL in a game 
against Dakota. She 
underwent surgery and 
g r u e l i n g  r e h a b . 
Afterward, she concen-
trated on getting stron-
ger — mentally and 
physically.  

“It took a lot to get 
back to where I am 
now,” she said, empha-
sizing her positive mind-
set. “... I looked at it as a 
temporary thing, like I 
know it’s affecting my 
life at the moment but 
nine months later, I’m 
gonna be back and I’m 
gonna be better. 

“Once you get your 
surgery, you have it in 
your head, ‘I’m fixed 
now,’ but you have to 
get stronger and build 
your strength back.”

Benard said she has 
learned how crucial 
becoming stronger has 
been both to her come-
back and her game, and 
credits her trainer, A.W. 
Canada, from her dad’s 
gym, for helping her get 
there. She also said it 
took until the beginning 
of the current season to 

feel back to 100 percent.
“You just have to get 

your momentum back,” 
she noted. “You don’t 
realize how long it’s 
going to take.” 

K e v i n 
Richards, her 
head coach at 
S o u t h ,  h a s 
known Benard 
since she was 
little, helping 
her develop as 
an athlete. He 
said Benard is a 
special player, 
which has been 
especially evident 
during the month of 
January, during 
which his team 
captain has been 
on an offensive 
tear. 

On Jan. 17, 
Benard dropped 
17 points against 
L’Anse Creuse 
Nor th .  Two 
days later, she 
knocked down 
a season- and 
career -h igh 
3 4  p o i n t s 
a g a i n s t 
Eisenhower. 
S h e  f o l -
lowed that 
up the next 
game with 
23 points 
in a close 
50-46 loss Jan. 23, 
against archrival Grosse 
Pointe North.

“Maddy played unbe-
l i e v a b l e  ( a g a i n s t 
North),” Richards said. 
“These past four games 
she’s been like that. Any 
time you can get Grosse 
Pointe North to come 
out in a box and 1, you 
know you have a spe-
cial player.” (The box 
and 1 defense is often 

used against teams 
with one great 

o f f e n s i v e 
player.)

“That 
h a s n ’ t 
h a p -
pened a 
lo t  o f 
t i m e s 
(against 

North), but that 
just shows the 
respec t  they 
have for her and 
what she was 
doing to good 

defenders.”
At 5 feet, 8 inches, 

(“5 feet, 9 inches in 
basketball shoes,” she 

said), Benard said she 
believes her length is an 
asset. 

“Defi nitely my length 
helps me a lot on defense 
and that defi nitely trans-
lates on the offensive 
side,” she said. “I feel 
like I help my team-
mates a lot and help 
them get shots even 
when I’m getting (good 

By Meg Leonard
Senior Editor

Benard playing lights-out for Blue Devils
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There is just about a 
month to go in the girls 
hockey regular season, 
and the teams from 
Universi ty  Liggett , 
Grosse Pointe North and 
Grosse Pointe South are 
all looking to add to their 
win totals in the final 
stretch. During the past 
week, all three teams 
managed to pick up big 
wins while avoiding any 
tallies in the loss column. 

Liggett
The Knights had back-

to-back games last week-
end that both ended up 
with wins. The offense 
dominated in both games 
while defense and goal-
tending were virtually 
impenetrable with the 
Knights outscoring oppo-
nents 13-1 over the two 
games. 

The first contest was 
last Friday, Jan. 26, with 
Liggett going on the road 
to face Orchard Lake St. 
Mary’s. The Knights had 
an early lead and domi-
nated the third period to 

cruise to a 7-1 victory. 
Louisa Dragovic and 

Miranda Alcala opened 
the scoring in the first 
period to put the Knights 
up 2-0 after one frame. 
Sofie Ancona had the 
only goal of the second 
period to make it 3-0 
going into the third. 

St. Mary’s cut Liggett’s 
lead down to two goals 
early in the third period, 
but that was only momen-
tarily. The Knights then 
surged for four unan-
swered goals to secure 
the win, scored by 
Ancona, Sullivan Estes 
and two by Anna Claire 

Dopke. 
Liggett returned home 

the next night on 
Saturday, Jan. 27, to take 
on Ann Arbor Skyron 
(Skyline-Huron). The 
story of the night was 
Ancona, who helped lead 
Liggett to a 6-0 victory 
with four goals in the 

game. 
“Everything bad, you 

have to pull some good 
lessons out of it and last 
year (Ancona) not being 
able to play was the bad 
but the good was it 
helped her develop her 
communication skills 
with the team,” Liggett 
girls hockey coach Casey 
LaFrance said about 
Ancona’s role on the 
team. “You can see that 
t h a t ’ s  h o w  s h e 
approaches certain 
things, always helping 
other teammates learn 
and it’s nice that she can 
be a strong leader among 
them to help give the 
whole team confi dence.”

The other two goals for 
Liggett in the win over 
Skyron were scored by 
Stella Smiatacz and Allie 
Roth. Madeline Hexter 
got the start in net and 
fi nished the game with a 
shutout. 

The two wins over the 
weekend helped to 
e x p a n d  L i g g e t t ’ s 
unbeaten streak that has 
lasted nearly three calen-
dar years. With the regu-
lar season ending in just 

a few weeks and playoffs 
on the horizon, the main 
concern for Liggett is not 
becoming too comfort-
able with just winning 
games.

“With any good team, 
you definitely have to 
watch and be aware that 
they can slip up at any 
moment,” LaFrance said. 
“Coming back from the 
holiday break, I think we 
had a little bit of falling 
asleep and being compla-
cent with where we were. 
We defi nitely hit it hard 
in practice letting the 
girls know that it’s not 
just enough to show up to 
the rink…Reinforcing 
things like the forecheck 
and aggressive style of 
play that we really try to 
get the girls to come to 
the table with.”

Liggett faced cross-
town rival Grosse Pointe 
South on Wednesday, 
Jan. 31, at 8 p.m. after 
press time. The Knights 
then head on the road to 
C h e l s e a  t o  f a c e 
Washtenaw United at 8 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 3.

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Girls hockey teams begin fi nal 
stretch of season with big wins

PHOTO BY LEON HALIP

Liggett’s Sofi e Ancona tallied four goals in the team’s 6-0 win over Ann Arbor 
Skyron Jan. 27.

See HOCKEY, page 6D

See ATHLETE, page 4D

•  Ranked No. 12 in the Detroit Free Press 
Top 100 players, No. 19 on the Detroit 
News Top 20 players and on M-Live’s 
Top 25 Players to Watch in 2023-24.

•  Scored a career-high 34 points against 
Eisenhower Jan. 19.

•  Averaging 18.7 points per game, 3.9 steals, 
2.1 assists and 3.2 rebounds this season. 

Maddy’s high marks

PHOTO BY
LEON HALIP



GROSSE POINTE NEWS, FEBRUARY 1, 2024

2D  |  SPORTS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Grosse Pointe Woods 
Planning Commission, under the provisions of Public Act 110 of 
2006, MCL 125.3101 as amended, and Grosse Pointe Woods City 
Code of 2022 Chapter 50, Article 7, Section 50-7.15, will hold a Public 
Hearing on Tuesday, February 20, at 7:00 p.m., at City Hall (located 
at 20025 Mack Plaza Drive, Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236) for 
the purposes of considering amendments to the permitted uses and 
additional use standards of the Zoning Ordinance. The amendments 
consider year-around outdoor cafes, rooftop dining, home -based 
business, and mixed occupancy for properties along Mack Avenue. 

All interested persons are invited to attend and will be given 
opportunity for public comment. The public may appear in person 
or be represented by counsel. Written comments will be received in 

Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services at 

at 313-343-2440 seven days prior to the meeting. The agenda and 
pertinent documents will be available at www.gpwmi.us. 
 
For additional project information, contact the Building and Planning 
Department at 313-343-2426 or e-mail building@gpwmi.us.

 Paul Antolin
 City ClerkG.P.N.: 2/1/24

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council will be 
considering the following proposed Ordinance amendments for 
second readings at its meeting scheduled for February 5, 2024 at 
7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers/Court Room of the Robert E. 
Novitke Municipal Center. The proposed Ordinance amendments 
are available for public inspection at the Municipal Center, 20025 
Mack Plaza Dr., between 8:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. The Council meeting is open to the public.  All 
interested persons are invited to attend.

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES FOR THE CITY OF GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS BY REPEALING IN ITS ENTIRETY CHAPTER 
32, SIGNS, AND REPLACING IT WITH AN UPDATED 
AND REORGANIZED CHAPTER 32, SIGNS.

 Paul Antolin
 City ClerkG.P.N.: 2/1/24

Going into its road 
game against Allen Park 
last Saturday, Jan. 27, 
South boys hockey had 
lost seven games in a 
row. The Blue Devils 
were in desperate need 
of a win, something 
they had not experi-
enced since Dec. 16, 
and finally got what 
they had been looking 
for with a 4-2 victory 
over the Jaguars. 

“We talked about the 
second half of the sea-
son being like a new 
season and unfortu-
nately we didn’t start off 
with as many wins as 
we were hoping in that 
second half,” South 
boys hockey head coach 
Alan Korolewicz said. 
“Definitely getting the 
win (against Allen Park) 
was important, not only 
just to get a win, but you 
hope it can be infec-
tious. The feeling of 
winning is a lot better 
than the alternative, 
and you hope it becomes 
infectious and the team 
keeps wanting to feel 
that way.”

Allen Park jumped 
out to a 1-0 lead in the 
fi rst period, but South 
bounced back in the 
second to take the lead. 
After that, the Blue 
Devils never looked 
back on the way to cap-
turing their fi rst win in 

over a month. 
Four different players 

scored South’s four 
goals in the win. Drew 
Brady, Hayden Crane, 
Anderson Tigges and 
Jack O’Keefe all found 
the back of the net. 
Brady and Crane also 
had two-point nights by 
adding assists to go 
along with their goals.

The four goals against 
Allen Park were the 
most South had scored 
in a game since its last 
win on Dec. 16, a 13-0 
victory over Grosse 
Pointe North. During 
the seven-game losing 
streak, the team had 

only scored three goals 
in a game just once, 
making lack of offense 
perhaps the biggest 
concern while the team 
was struggling.

“The main thing we 
weren’t doing was sim-

ply scoring,” Korolewicz 
said. “There’s not a drill 
or a tactic you can come 
up with that will sud-
denly get your team to 
score a lot more. You 
just have to be able to 
generate opportunities 
and from that perspec-
tive, that was probably 
the most frustrating 
thing.”

The seventh and fi nal 
loss of South’s streak 
came last Thursday, 
Jan. 25, with a 3-1 defeat 
to Cranbrook.  The 
Cranes are one of 
South’s divisional oppo-
nents in the MIHL, a 
league that is notorious 

for being perhaps the 
most competitive con-
ference in the entire 
state. 

While the win over 
Allen Park will not go 
down as an MIHL 
league victory,  the 

result could give the 
Blue Devils momentum 
going into the final 
stretch of their sched-
ule. South still has a 
couple of MIHL league 
tests in front of them to 
close out the regular 
season. With several 
losses in the league this 
year, the Blue Devils 
still feel that the chal-
lenging conference 
schedule has been ben-
efi cial.

“We play in the best 
high school hockey 
league in the state and 
we do not have a night 
off,” said Korolewicz. 
“There’s no game on 

our schedule where you 
can point to a team and 
think that’s a team we 
should probably beat. 
It’s very diffi cult to com-
pete in the league, but if 
you want to be consid-
ered one of the best pro-

grams in the state, you 
want to be in that sort of 
situation.”

South faced Orchard 
Lake St. Mary’s on the 
road Tuesday, Jan. 30, 
after press time. The 
team heads into the 
annual MIHL Showcase 
this weekend hosted at 
Kennedy Ice Arena in 
Trenton.  The Blue 
Devils begin the show-
case  a t  5 :45  p .m 
Thursday, Feb. 1, taking 
on Detroit Country Day. 
After that, they face off 
against Saline at 7:15 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 3. 

Following the MIHL 
Showcase, there are just 
four games left on the 
regular season schedule 
for the Blue Devils. 
After that, it is time for 
the state playoffs to 
begin. South is hoping 

that playoffs will prove 
to be a tournament 
where anything can 
happen, and that they 
can build late-season 
momentum that trans-
lates into possible post-
season success.

“The hope is that we 
can fi nish out the regu-
lar season with a strong 
record with the games 
we have remaining,” 
Korolewicz said. “We 
really do believe that we 
could be that team that 
nobody really wants to 
play in the playoffs. 
There’s always some 
teams that get really 
dangerous toward the 
end of the season and 
nobody wants to see 
them once the tourna-
ment starts, and we 
believe we can be that 
team.”

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

GPS boys hockey snaps losing streak

COURTESY PHOTO

Grosse Pointe South hockey celebrates at the fi nal 
buzzer on Saturday, Jan. 27, after securing a 4-2 win 
over Allen Park, the team’s fi rst win since Dec. 16.

As the calendar fl ips to 
February, the final 
stretch of the boys bas-
ketball regular season is 
a p p r o a c h i n g  f a s t . 
University Liggett and 
Grosse Pointe North 
have both had their share 
of rocky moments so far, 
but are looking to keep 
building momentum with 
some wins in the second 
half of the season. 

The Knights captured a 
pair of big wins last 
week, including one that 
players will  surely 
remember for a long 
time, while the Norsemen 
followed up a milestone 
victory with a harsh 
defeat.

Liggett
The Knights got the 

thrill of playing on the 
big stage at Little Caesars 
Arena last Wednesday, 
Jan. 24, taking on Lake 
Shore. Liggett found 
itself locked in a tight 
game under the bright 
lights of the Detroit 
Pistons’ court, but held 
on in the fi nal moments 

to take down the Shorians 
51-48. 

“It was such a great 
experience for the team 
and I told them that a lot 
of people don’t even get 
an opportunity to like 
this,” Liggett boys bas-
ketball head coach James 

Scott said about his 
team’s win at Little 
Caesars Arena. “I just 
wanted the guys to make 
the most of the moment 
and stay locked in on the 
goal of winning the game 
as well…It was a great 
experience and the guys 
were juiced up and ready 
to play.”

Last Wednesday’s 
game was tight practi-
cally the whole way 
through. It was the 

Knights who were often 
holding on to a slight 
lead, including a 15-12 
advantage at the end of 
the fi rst quarter. 

The Knights built up 
their lead even further in 
the second quarter, mak-
ing the margin about as 
wide as it would be all 
game. Liggett held Lake 
Shore to just seven points 
in the quarter while the 
offense extended the 
lead to eight, making it 

27-19 Liggett at halftime. 
While Liggett’s defense 

managed to keep Lake 
Shore quiet near the end 
of the first half, the 
Shorians stormed back 
to begin the third quar-
ter. The Knights man-
aged to stay ahead, but 
Lake Shore narrowed 
down the margin again 
until Liggett found itself 
ahead by just two points, 
37-35, entering the fi nal 
quarter. 

The teams were then 
deadlocked in a close 
fight for the final eight 
minutes. The game got 
down to the fi nal seconds 
with Liggett still ahead 
when the Shorians hit a 
late three-pointer to pull 
within one. The Knights 
then made a couple of 
free throws that took the 
lead back to three, and 
the Liggett defense was 
able to hold off the fi nal 
shot attempts from Lake 
Shore to escape with the 
win. 

“We kind of let them 
back in the game because 
we had some turnovers 
down the stretch and 
didn’t make free throws 
the way I would want to 
close a game out,” Scott 
said about the close fi n-
ish. “On the defensive 
side, we got the stops 
that we needed to and 
rebounded the basket-
ball…I was happy but 
told the guys that we 
need to be better to not 
put ourselves in that situ-
ation where it comes 
down to the last posses-
sion or two.”

The Knights had three 
players reach double-
digit points in the win. 
Ian Flynn led the team 
with 14 points. Jackson 
Fetter had 12, half of 
those points coming from 
the free-throw line, and 
Marvin Hartfi eld fi nished 
with 10 points. 

Liggett returned to its 
home court the next 
night on Thursday, Jan. 
25, for a Catholic League 
matchup against Shrine 
Catholic. The game was a 
low-scoring, defensive 
battle that the Knights 
ultimately came out on 
top of with a 34-25 win. 
Flynn and Sean Harris 
were Liggett’s leading 
scorers with 10 points 
each. 

The Knights went on 
the road to face Everest 
Collegiate on Tuesday, 
Jan. 30, after press time. 
The team is on the road 
again for its next game at 
7 p.m. Friday, Feb. 2, at 
Cardinal Mooney.

North
Last week, like much 

of the season, had its ups 
and downs for the 
Norsemen. The team was 
able to snap a losing 
streak with an exciting 
win, only to have that 
momentum stifl ed a cou-
ple of nights later. 

North went on the road 
t o  R o m e o  l a s t 
Wednesday, Jan. 24, still 
in search of its fi rst MAC 
W h i t e  w i n .  T h e 
Norsemen were able to 
get it, but not without 
some sweat, as they 
emerged victorious 56-55 
in overtime. 

“After the game we 
were fi nally like ‘we got 
one’,” North boys basket-
ball head coach Rob 
Johnson said about beat-
ing Romeo. “...Being able 
to fi nish and battle, we 
battled through adversity 
and came out with a win 
and we needed one to 
kind of get us going.”

Leo Perettie led the 
team with 24 points in 
the win while Vasili 
Vasilos fi nished with 13 
points. 

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Knights get big win under bright lights; 
ups and downs continue for Norsemen

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

Liggett’s Jackson Fetter gets set at the free throw line in the Knights’ game 
against Lake Shore at Little Caesars Arena on Jan. 24.

See HOOPS, page 4D

‘The hope is that we can fi nish out the regular season with 
a strong record with the games we have remaining.
We really do believe that we could be that team that 
nobody really wants to play in the playoffs. 
There’s always some teams that get really dangerous 
toward the end of the season and nobody wants to see 
them once the tournament starts, and we believe we can be 
that team.’

SOUTH BOYS HOCKEY HEAD COACH ALAN KOROLEWICZ
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Grosse Pointe South 
junior guard Tory James 
had a record-setting, red-
hot hand on a cold win-
ter’s night Friday, Jan. 
26, helping propel the 
host Blue Devils past 
Dakota 68-60. 

James had 27 points in 
the win, including a 
school-record eight 
three-pointers.

“Tory was able to get 
his looks because of the 
defense they run,” head 
coach Steve Benard said. 
“They run a match-up 
zone. They’ve run it for 
years and they do a great 
job coaching (at Dakota). 
They usually get better as 
the season goes on, but 
those were the looks that 
we were getting and we 
were able to knock them 
down.” 

The energy in South’s 
gym with a full lower 
bowl and loud student 
section and pep band 
spoke to the importance 
of the MAC Red matchup. 
South entered the game 
in the division lead with 
an undefeated 7-0 record 
(11-3 overall), while 
Dakota sat at 4.5 games 
behind at 3-5 in the Red. 

The Blue Devils and 
Cougars tipped off in 
what would become a 
physical and sometimes 
sloppy fi rst quarter. The 
teams came out of the 

fi rst eight minutes knot-
ted up 12-12.

South took a 28-21 lead 
with just under three 
minutes left in the second 
quarter, paced by straight 
three-pointers from 
James. Vince Vachon 
helped extend the lead by 
banking a three before 
the half ended, with 
South holding on to a 
comfortable 33-23 lead.

Despite being up, 
Benard said he hoped his 
team would clean up its 
play in the second half.

“A lot of our sloppiness 
had to do with the 
defense they play,” he 
said. “They play the 
matchup zone so some-
times it’s hard to fi gure 
out. They’re not playing 
(man-to-man), they’re 
covering space but it 
looks like man, so that’s 
kind of where the sloppi-
ness comes from. Then 
we had some turnovers 
in the fi rst half that our 
team usually doesn’t 
make.”

The Blue Devils started 
the third quarter by keep-
ing the ball moving. 
Karter Richards drew a 
foul just under a minute 
in, sinking a free throw 
then setting up Nate 
Davey for a monster 
dunk to put South up 
37-23. A nice turnaround 
jumper from James had 
South humming 39-25 
before Dakota’s Matthew 
Bommarito hit a three to 

quiet the crowd, but only 
momentarily.

Vachon hit a three soon 
after on an assist from 
Richards for a 42-30 lead 
with 4:07 left in the third 
quarter.

James hit his fi fth three 
on the night to give South 
a 15-point lead, 45-30. 
The teams exchanged 
scoring opportunities 
and trips to the free-
throw line, including 
James getting fouled on 
his sixth three-pointer of 
the night. The quarter 
ended with the Blue 
Devils leading 54-40.

Benard said this was a 
game where his team 
lacked defensive identity. 

“Any time you play 
Dakota, they are big, 
strong and athletic and 
they’re gonna be physical 
with you,” he said. “... 
Our defense isn’t where 
we want it to be. 
Sometimes we play 
teams like we played 
tonight and I don’t know 
what our identity was 
tonight. Last season we 
would play defense in the 
half court. Today we 
were a little bit more up 
and down, so we need to 
get an identity as to what 
it is moving forward.”

The fourth quarter 
maintained the night’s 
excitement and included 
a Richards dunk with an 
and-one, a mid-range 
jumper from Vachon and 
a charge drawn by James 

Michelotti. Still, Dakota 
closed the gap 58-52 with 
just under three minutes 
left. The Cougars hit a 
big three to make it a 
66-60 game with 22 sec-
onds to go before Davey 
drew an off-the-ball foul 
and hit one of his two 
free throws. 

Davey was fouled 
again with nine seconds 
left, hitting his first 
attempt for a 68-60 lead, 
but missing the second. 
That’s the way the game 
ended, pushing South to 
an 8-0 division record 

with two league games 
left in the regular season. 

The first game was 
aga ins t  S tevenson 
Tuesday after press time. 
The second will be for at 
least a share of the MAC 
Red title on the road 
against 7-1 Roseville at 7 
p.m. Monday, Feb. 5.

Benard said as his team 
hits the fi nal stretch of 
the regular season, the 
team has their work set 
out for them.

“I would like to see 
them better at the free 
throw line. That’s a 

toughness thing,” he 
said. “All my kids can 
shoot. We shoot the ball 
really, really well, so for 
us to go 13-for-27 or -26 
at the free throw line is 
unacceptable. 

We’re earning our free 
throws and we’re getting 
our spots on the fl oor to 
get fouled with tough-
ness, and then we’re 
going to the line making 
one or missing two. That 
can’t happen if we want 
to be a championship 
team,” he added. “Still 
work to do, always.”

By Meg Leonard
Senior Editor

James breaks South’s 3-point record 
in Blue Devils’ 68-60 win over Dakota

PHOTO BY MEG LEONARD

South’s Tory James sinks one of his school-record eight three-pointers in last 
Friday night’s 68-60 win.

Tough defense, hustle 
and opportune scoring 
helped Grosse Pointe 
North girls varsity bas-
ketball come away with a 
tight 50-46 win over rival 
Grosse Pointe South 
Tuesday, Jan. 23, but the 
same adjectives could be 
used to describe South’s 
effort throughout the 
game, according to 
North’s head coach Gary 
Bennett.

“I think that it was a 
great rivalry game and 
both teams really com-
peted hard and did a lot 
of really good stuff,” he 
said immediately after his 
team’s win. “And it was 
anybody’s ballgame at 
the end. We just ended up 
fi nishing the game better 
than they did.”

South’s head coach 
Kevin Richards agreed.

“Obviously we had a 
few opportunities late, 
but I don’t think that was 
the story of the game,” he 
said. “They were a little 
tougher than us. I thought 
the fi rst half we weren’t 
getting some 50-50 balls 
and I thought we defended 
them well and we did 
everything that we asked 
(our players) to do.”

Both teams struggled to 
fi nd much fl ow in the fi rst 
quarter, each playing 
tight defense and causing 
plenty of turnovers and 
limited scoring opportu-
nities. North found the 
basket more frequently 
and fi nished the quarter 
up 13-4.

The teams settled down 
in the second quarter. 
After hitting the floor 
hard in a collision and 
leaving the court for a 
few minutes, South’s 
Maddy Benard bounced 
back to give the Blue 
Devils some rhythm by 
hitting a three as part of 
her nine-point second 

quarter. Elsa Bachert 
added eight points for 
South, but North’s Jenna 
Winowiecki answered 
with seven points of her 
own, along with four 
points from Natalie 
Babcock and a free throw 
from Ella Richardson, 
which helped North keep 
the lead at halftime, 
25-21. 

Richards said he told 
his Blue Devils to pull it 
together during the half.

“At halftime we talked 
about effort,” he said. “(I) 
got on Alex Lupo as far as 
rebounding and 50-50 
plays and even how she 
was defending, and she 
answered the second 
half. She rebounded with 
intensity and defended 
and got 50-50 balls,” not-
ing the kind of weapon 
South potentially has in 
Lupo. 

“I was really, really 
happy. She’s smart and 
she recognized the ability 
of what she can do. If we 
can get that out of Alex, 
we’re gonna be a really 
good team and she’s 

gonna be a really good 
player.”

The third quarter saw 
both teams heat up, start-
ing with Benard, who was 
fouled out of the gate by 
North’s Eva Borowski on 
a three-point try. Benard 
made all three free 
throws to close South’s 
gap to a single point, 
25-24. 

Then it was Lupo’s 
turn. 

With 6:30 left in the 
third, North’s Babcock 
got whistled for the foul 
on Lupo’s three-point 
attempt. Lupo made two 
of three free throws to 
give South its fi rst lead, 
26-25.

From there the teams 
alternated scoring and 
South found itself ahead 
30-27 with just under four 
minutes left in the quar-
ter. The Blue Devils 
secured its biggest lead of 
the game 34-28 after 
Benard drove down the 
middle of the key for a 
basket.  Winowiecki 
answered right back with 
a three-pointer to slow 

South’s momentum. 
North  successfu l ly 
defended Benard on a 
three-point attempt, but 
the Norsemen ended the 
quarter down 34-31.

“I actually think we 
played pretty good 
defense for most of the 
game,” Bennett said. “I 
think Maddy (Benard) 
made some really tough 
shots over people where 
she was guarded. I 
thought she had a fantas-
tic game.”

Just a minute into the 
fourth quarter, Borowski 
scored to pull North 
c loser  34-33 .  The 
Norsemen regained a 
35-34 lead when Babcock 
made two free throws at 
the 6:50 mark.

From there, the teams 
e x c h a n g e d  s h o t s . 
Freshman Clara Bachert 
hit from three to put 
South up 37-35, but 
Babcock scored to tie 
things up with fi ve min-
utes left. After two 
straight South scores to 
go up 41-37, Bennett 
called a time out.

“You need to pass the 
ball,” he told his team. 
“You can’t give that stuff 
up. Those last two bas-
kets shouldn’t have hap-
pened. You have to have 
the presence of mind out 
there.”

T h e  N o r s e m e n 
responded.

Richardson scored 
right out of the timeout to 
make it a 41-39 game. 
After a basket from 
Benard, Julia Liagre 
swept the ball to a wait-
ing Winowiecki, who 
knocked down the three 
to make it a one-point 
South lead. 

North took the lead 
with just under three 
minutes to go when 
Babcock scored and got 
fouled. She made her free 
throw for a 45-43 lead, 
then hit another free 
throw to extend the lead 
with a minute to go.

Benard made a three to 
tie things up 46-46. 
Winowiecki got fouled 
with 29 seconds left, 
missing the fi rst but sink-
ing the second free throw. 

Borowski hit a free throw 
after an Elsa Bachert foul 
to give North a 48-46 
lead, before North stole 
an inbound pass and 
Babcock sealed the deal 
with a basket for a 50-46 
win.

“We had to play really 
good D and get our 
shots,” Babcock said. 
“Our main focus was 
defense and just stopping 
them from getting easy 
shots. … It wasn’t over 
until the buzzer went 
off.”

Babcock said her team 
could feel the intensity of 
the rivalry throughout the 
game.

“It’s definitely one of 
the most intense games 
so far in the season,” she 
said. “I mean we knew it 
was going to be close.”

Bennett said he was 
impressed with players 
on each side, but in light 
of South’s 20 turnovers, 
North took care of the 
ball. 

“I mean give (South) 
credit; it was a really 
great game,” he said. “I 
think down the stretch 
we took care of the ball 
like we hadn’t been doing 
the rest of the game. Not 
turning the ball over is 
key. And what happened 
to South is they made a 
few at the end and we 
scored off of them and 
those were absolutely 
critical points.”

North sits in second 
place in the MAC Red at 
6-2 after a 53-43 loss 
Monday night to Dakota 
and is 13-2 overall. The 
N o r s e m e n  h o s t e d 
Eisenhower Wednesday 
after press time.

South is in fourth place 
in the MAC Red at 4-4 
and 6-7 overall after beat-
ing L’Anse Creuse North 
57-32 on the road 
Monday, Jan. 29. They 
headed to Port Huron 
Wednesday after press 
time. 

By Meg Leonard
Senior Editor

North girls hoops best Blue Devils 

PHOTO BY MEG LEONARD

North’s Eva Borowski tries to break through the Blue Devils defense.
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shots) too.”
The ability to see the 

court in a way some 
teammates or oppo-
nents may not is a 
reflection of Benard’s 
high basketball IQ. 
That vision comes in 
p a r t  f r o m  b e i n g 
“coach’s kid,” who talks 
about and watches bas-
ketball nearly as much 
as she plays it. 

To her,  being a 
coach’s kid means 
“being a leader and 
doing the little things 
that a normal player 
wouldn’t think to do.”

Benard continues to 
improve her game 
through hard work, but 
also benefi ts from mea-
suring herself against 
her older brother, 
Anthony, a former Blue 
Devils great and cur-
rent Division 1 basket-
ball player at Mercer 
College in Macon, Ga.

“It’s always a big 
competition with us, so 
I always want to be bet-
ter than anything he 
does,” Benard said of 
her older sibling. “But 
in a way, our games are 
very similar. I hate to 
say it, but I do get a lot 
from him.”

With the regular sea-
son drawing to a close 
and playoffs on the 
horizon, Benard hopes 
to achieve both individ-
ual and team goals 
before she closes out 

her high school career 
next year. 

As a team, she hopes 
for this year’s Blue 
Devils squad to make a 
good run for the district 
crown. “Before the sea-
son, I knew we were (a 
young team) … but we 
are super aggressive 
and super fast,” noting 
her team also has built 
good chemistry.

She also hopes to 
beat North, an accom-
plishment that has 
escaped her thus far, 
though the Blue Devils 
fell just four points shy 
of the Norsemen in the 
teams’ most recent 
game. 

On the individual 
side, Benard has set her 
sights on becoming one 
of South’s thousand-
point scorers. She esti-
mated she currently sits 
somewhere in the high 
600s for career points.

She also plans to fol-
low in her brother’s 
footsteps and play col-
lege basketball. 

She already has got-
ten looks from the 
University of Buffalo in 
New York and Loyola 
and DePaul in Chicago. 
She is ranked No. 12 in 
the Detroit Free Press 
Top 100 players, No. 19 
on the Detroit News 
Top 20 players and is 
included in M-Live’s 
Top 25 Players to 

Watch in 2023-24.
All in all, Benard and 

the Blue Devils are 
heating up at the right 
time.

“Our defense is really 
strong and we give a lot 
of teams trouble offen-
sively,” she said. “I 
think we are building 
up our confi dence and 
have a swagger. 

“As you gain that 
confidence, you play 
more freely and you get 
into a little groove.”

ATHLETE:
Continued from page 1D

PHOTO BY MEG LEONARD

Maddy Benard, left, sets up South’s offense against North Jan. 23.

Nominate 
Your
Athlete
To nominate a future 
Athlete of the Week, 
visit grossepointe
news.com/athlete-
of-the-week.

While the Norsemen 
hoped that the win over 
Romeo would give them 
some much needed 
momentum, they had a 
tall task in front of them 
to close out last week. 
North returned to its 
home floor on Friday, 
Jan. 26, hosting Warren 

Lincoln. 
The Abes are currently 

ranked as high as No. 2 
in the state according to 
The D Zone, and looked 
the part in last Friday’s 
game at North. The 
Norsemen put up a fi ght 
early on, but were ulti-
mately no match as 
Lincoln rolled to a 62-33 
victory. 

Both teams came out 
swinging and had some 

success scoring early on. 
North was getting quality 
shots to fall, especially 
from beyond the three-
point line, and jumped 
out to a 17-13 lead after 
the fi rst quarter. 

Lincoln flipped the 
script in the second quar-
ter, boosting its own 
offense while its defense 
gave North a bit of a 
harder time than it did to 
open the game. The Abes 

outscored the Norsemen 
18-5 in the second quar-
ter, but North was still 
within single digits only 
trailing by nine points at 
halftime. 

However, the second 
quarter seemed to be the 
indicator of how the rest 
of the night would go. 
Lincoln’s explosive 
offense was too much for 
the Norsemen to handle 
and their defense held 

North to only eleven 
points in the entire sec-
ond half. 

“We played them good 
in the fi rst quarter and 
know that they’re one of 
the best teams in the 
state,” Johnson said. “...
My main message after 
the game is don’t let what 
happened in that game, 
especially the second 
half, dictate our entire 
week and what we’ve 

been doing or where 
we’re going…We have to 
wash that taste out of our 
mouths quick.”

North went on the road 
for another MAC White 
c o n t e s t  a g a i n s t 
Eisenhower on Tuesday, 
Jan. 30, after press time. 
The Norsemen come 
back home at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 1, to host 
the Rockets of New 
Haven.

HOOPS:
Continued from page 2D

PHOTO BY MEG LEONARD

Maddy Benard, left, scrambles for a loose ball 
against North’s Eva Borowski.
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701 APTS/FLATS/DUPLEX
DETROIT/WAYNE COUNTY

FOR LEASE-
Beautifully
Renovated

Two Bedroom
Lower Flat in

East English Village
$1,100.00

Plus Utilities-
Section 8 Welcome
Rick (586)945-8566

705 HOUSES FOR RENT
POINTES/HARPER WOODS

HOUSE FOR RENT
Mapleton Street,

Grosse Pointe
Farms,

NO pets,
3 bedroom, 1. 5

bath, 2 car garage.
$1,700. per month.

(313)410-1222

Property For Rent

205 HELP WANTED LEGAL

LEGAL ADMINISTRATOR
Grosse Pointe Farms

    We are looking for a detail-oriented, enthusiastic 
individual to join our corporate staff. The role involves 
providing support in a range of legal and administrative 
tasks, focusing on the nuances of media, trademark, 
Real Estate, and contract law.

Key Responsibilities:
 •  Prepare, review, and modify legal documents, 

including contracts, agreements, and licensing 
arrangements.

 •  Assist in ensuring regulatory compliance in 
media law.

 •  Maintain and manage legal files.
 •  Act as a liaison between internal departments 

and external entities for legal correspondence.
 •  Keep updated with the latest developments and 

trends in media, trademark, Real Estate, and 
contract law.

Qualifications:
 •  Experience as a Paralegal is a plus.
 •  Exceptional research, analytical, and 

communication skills.
 •  Proficiency in Microsoft Office Suite.
 •  Ability to thrive in a collaborative, fast-paced 

work setting.

Please send your cover letter and resume to
sagahr@sagacom.com

Saga Communications is proud to be 
an Equal Opportunity Employer.

012524

205 HELP WANTED LEGAL

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
    Saga Communications, a publicly traded broadcast 
company headquartered in Grosse Pointe, has an 
immediate opening for an assistant, full or part-time, to 
serve as a contract administrator and other designated 
responsibilities. Candidate should be proficient in 
Microsoft Word and Excel and be able to keep everyone 
organized in a fast-paced, small office environment.  
Experience in broadcasting is a big plus!

Email cover letter and resume to
sagahr@sagacom.com

NO phone calls, please!  EOE

203 HELP WANTED
DENTAL / MEDICAL

GROSSE POINTE
Doctor’s office is

seeking a
full- time medical
assistant/ nurse.
Must be friendly

and detail oriented.
Previous medical
office experience
of at least 1 year,
EMR knowledge
and computer
skills helpful.
Please email
resumes to
careers@

drshaunadiggs.com

302 SITUATION WANTED
CONVALESCENT CARE

CITA ANGELS
HOME CARE

Caregiver services.
24 hour care. We
assist in cooking,
cleaning, bathing/
grooming, doctor's

appointments,
errands, etc.

Accepting
medicaid payments.

1(866)54-ANGEL

302 SITUATION WANTED
CONVALESCENT CARE

COMPANION
WITH CARE

Independent
caregivers with over

20+ years
experience.

We provide in home
care that includes

•Light
Housekeeping

•Meal Prep
•Wellness Support

•Transportation
Toni 313-213-4985

Marie 313-530-9356
References from
family members

available
upon request.

CAREGIVERS
available

in the privacy
of your

own home.
Best prices
guaranteed.

NOW ACCEPTING
NEW CLIENTS.
586-215-6777

office@innhomecare.net
www.innhomecare.net

Now Hiring

EUROPEAN
CLEANING SERVICE

(313)459-6701
Years of experience

Honest
Hardworking

Many Satisfied
Clients from

Grosse Pointe Area

305 SITUATION WANTED
HOUSE CLEANING

AFFORDABLE
housecleaning by

Polish lady. Honest,
dependable, detail
oriented. Grosse

Pointe references.
(313)729-6939

305 SITUATION WANTED
HOUSE CLEANING

Are you tired
of spending your

weekends
scrubbing, dusting,
and vacuuming?

It's time to reclaim
your free time and

enjoy the comfort of
a spotless home.
Opulent Touch

is here to make your
life easier with our
professional maid

services. Call
(313)844-8566

312 SITUATION WANTED
ORGANIZING

DUCKS IN A ROW
De-cluttering and
organizing your
home! Closets,

basements,
whole house.
Organize your
paper clutter.

Home information,
notebooks,

Medical journals,
memory albums.

Becky Schlaff
(313)580-2528
Susan Mason
(313)910-9705

schlaffb@
comcast.net
rwmason@

comcast.net

406 ESTATE SALES

HARPER WOODS
Estate Sale

20688 WOODLAND
Offered by

JC ESTATE SALE
SERVICES

February 8- 10
Thursday
9am- 5pm

Friday, Saturday,
9am- 4pm.

Hammond organs,
Leslie Speaker,

1970 Honda Moped,
Fender banjo,

8 sewing machines,
Vintage stereo

& camera
components,
die cast cars,

Cabbage Patch,
Beanie Babies,

pony cart, Karaoke
machines, Lionel
trains, Vintage
record albums,

Sports cards, flat
screen TV's &
TONS MORE!

413 MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

BALDWIN
Model M Baby

Grand Piano 5'2".
Excellent condition,
well maintained one

owner / piano
teacher. Dealers are

selling as high as
11K - we are offer-
ing for $5,000 or

best offer.
Grosse Pointe

Farms residence.
Call or text

(989)971-2414 for
more information.

415 WANTED TO BUY

SELL ME YOUR
VINYL RECORDS
We buy LP's, 45's

No collection
too large.

We come to you!
RIPE RECORDS

Call (313)469-7479

416 SPORTS EQUIPMENT

ELLIPTICAL
FOR SALE

$2,000.00 new,
asking $500.00.

Endless work out
programs, also a

pivot arm
that most don't

have which gives a
smooth walk or

running feel.
Without this they

tend to have a
falling feel

per rotation.
(313)236-9924

601 CHRYSLER

2010 Chrysler
Town & Country,
185,000 miles.

$2,800 or best offer.
(313)942-7507

604 ANTIQUE / CLASSIC

1928 Ford Model A
Coupe+ trailer,
350 Corvette

engine, 350 TH
transmission,
B&M shifter,

hugger orange,
show quality,

$45,000/ offer.
Steve

(248)495-3829

615 AUTO SERVICES

KEYRESCUE PRO:
(313)771-0924

MAKE US YOUR
FIRST CALL FOR

VEHICLE LOCKOUT
SERVICES IN

GROSSE POINTE
Forgot your keys?

Call or text
(313)771-0924

for swift support.
Trust our

specialists
to get you back on

the road.

YouHave

Heard?
You’ll sell 

it FASTER 
here! classifieds

313-882-6900

DON’T FORGET-
Call your ads in EARLY!

Classified
Advertising

(313)882-6900 x4

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

�

�

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

Directory of ServiceS
Some classifications are not required by law to be licensed. Please check with the proper state agency to verify license.

Classifieds: 313-882-6900 x 4

Buy! $ell! Hire! Fast! Call now...

981 WINDOW WASHING

911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,

tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and

insured.
masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525

Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING

FINANCING

•Chimneys
•Porches
•Concrete

•Steps
•Stonework

•Tuckpointing
•Patios

•Fireplaces
•Brick Work
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

914 CARPENTRY

Wood Rot
Repair Specialists

Garage
Straightening
Deck Repairs

Crown Molding
Custom Wood

Projects
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

914 CARPENTRY

917 CARPET & TILE REMOVAL

www.cleanup
clearout.com
Residential/
Commercial

(313)886-3330
Grosse Pointe

Based Since 2007

920 CHIMNEY REPAIR

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,

tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and

insured.
masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525

Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING

FINANCING

927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

 Debris Removal
•Clean Outs

•Hauling
Unwanted Items

•Dumpsters
Available
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

DUMPSTERS
AVAILABLE

•Clean Outs
•Basement/

  Garage Clean Out
•Debris Removal

 (313)408-1166

www.cleanup
clearout.com

•Clutter •Debris
•Hoarding

•Estate Clean Outs
•Medium, Large,
Extremely Large

Projects
5 to 30 Yard

Driveway Safe
Dumpsters
Available

(313)886-3330
Grosse Pointe

Based Since 2007

930 ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Electrical Repair 
Lights - Switches - Plugs 

936 FLOOR SANDING /
REFINISHING

FLOOR
laying, sanding
and refinishing.

Laminate
flooring installed.
Free estimates.

Terry Yerke
(586)823-7753

939 GENERAL SERVICES

GUTTER • WINDOW
CLEANING

Insured
Call Tom Micoli
(313)656-9402

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

(313)886-0520
TREE REMOVAL

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

DAVE's
TREE & SHRUB
Tree Removal/

Trimming
Stump Grinding
Gutter Cleaning
FREE ESTIMATES

30% WINTER
DISCOUNTS

SENIOR DISCOUNTS
* FIREWOOD *

AVAILABLE
25 Years

(586)216-0904

944 GUTTERS

ELIMINATE
gutter cleaning

forever!
LeafFilter,

the most advanced
debris- blocking

gutter protection.
Schedule a

FREE LeafFilter
estimate today.

20% off
entire purchase.

PLUS 10% Senior &
Military discounts.

Call 1(866)495-1709

Gutter
Replacement

& Repair
5 & 6 inch

Gutter Guards
Gutter Cleaning
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
Temper Aluminum

Gutter Covers
Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

945 HANDYMAN

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Service

Electrical - Plumbing

945 HANDYMAN

HANDYMAN
specializing in

Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning,

Electrical
and miscellaneous

odd jobs.
Lifetime career

experience,
reference available.
Call Douglas Kehrer

at
(586)292-5971

TRUBLUE
of

ROYAL OAK
 Specializing in:

Senior Modification
and Handyman

services:
 Cleancut baths,

Grab bars, Walk- in
Showers.
Home Ally

Maintenance
programs!

 Free Home
Safety Assessments

 (844)394-4322

We're your
"TO DO"

list handymen!
Let us help you with

any plumbing,
electrical,

carpentry and
much more.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
 (313)408-1166

948 INSULATION

A quiet home is a
relaxing home!

Blown in Cellulose
Insulation is

GREEN, cost and
energy efficient.

Red Baron
Enterprises, LLC

can insulate
your home.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

Painting Services
Interior & Exterior

Floors
Drywall
Plaster

Restoration
Wood Finishing

+ Staining
+ much more!

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

957 PLUMBING
& INSTALLATION

Plumbing
Diagnosis

Installation
Repair

Hot Water Tanks
Snaking

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

960 ROOFING SERVICES

NEW INSTALLATION
Roofs, Gutters

Repairs
Siding

Financing Available!
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

Residential
Commecial

ROOFING EXPERTS
Lifetime Warranty

on Shingles
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

962 SANITATION SERVICES

www.cleanup
clearout.com

•Clutter •Debris
•Hoarding

•Before & After
Estate Sale
Clean Outs

•Medium, Large,
Extremely Large

Projects
Donation Delivery

5 to 30 Yard
Driveway Safe

Dumpsters
Available

(313)886-3330
Grosse Pointe

Based Since 2007



GROSSE POINTE NEWS, FEBRUARY 1, 2024

6D  |  SPORTS

Standing in the Hall of Fame
PHOTO COURTESY OF GROSSE POINTE SOUTH DUGOUT CLUB

Grosse Pointe South’s baseball program inducted seven former players into its inaugural 2024 Hall of 
Fame class in front of 100 guests, including family, former coaches and teammates as well as current play-
ers Thursday, Jan. 25, at the Grosse Pointe Farms Pier community center. Each inductee was coached by 
legendary Blue Devils head coach Dan Griesbaum Sr. and made a unique impact on the championship 
program, including playing at the collegiate and professional levels. 
The 2024 class includes, from left to right, Cam Gibson, Adam Abraham, Marcus Wysocki, Chris Getz, 
Kevin Schroeder, Kevin Brennan and Dan Griesbaum Jr.

South
The Blue Devils faced 

off against Ann Arbor 
Skyron last Friday, Jan. 
26, in front of their home 
crowd at East Side Arena. 
Just as Liggett would end 
up doing one night later, 
South had little trouble 
with Skyron as the Blue 
Devils dominated a 6-0 
win. 

After a scoreless fi rst 
period, Ruby Lenhard, 
Tinley Gram and Abby 
Evans helped put South 
in front 3-0 in the second. 
Two goals from Anne 
Wayman and another 
from Hannah Sun in the 
third period sealed the 
win for the Blue Devils, 
with goalie Rosie Smith 
getting the shutout. 

On Monday, Jan. 29, 
South traveled to Taylor 
for an exhibition contest 
against the Belle Tire 
19U team. While the 
game was just an exhibi-
tion, the Blue Devils still 
managed to avoid a loss, 
coming out with a 1-1 tie. 
Molly Reynolds scored 
South’s lone goal. 

The Blue Devils had a 

crosstown clash with 
University Liggett on 
Wednesday, Jan. 31, 
after press time. South 
plays again at 7:30 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 2, taking on 
Grosse Pointe North.

North
The Norsemen had a 

relatively quiet week, 
playing just one game 
Wednesday, Jan. 24, with 
North at home facing off 
against Washtenaw 
United. The Norsemen 
won 6-1. 

Ava Villani and Josie 
Cueter scored in the fi rst 
period to give North an 
early 2-0 lead. Cueter 
added another in the sec-
ond period, along with a 
goal by Paige Martin to 
double the lead going 
into the third. 

While Washtenaw 
scored their lone tally in 
the third period, North 
got two more goals, 
scored by Cameron Beers 
and Kate Kasuba, to close 
out the win. Maddie 
Pfl aum made 20 saves in 
net for North while get-
ting the win. 

North celebrates senior 
night at 7:30 p.m. Friday, 
Feb. 2, hosting Grosse 
Pointe South at East Side 
Arena.

HOCKEY:
Continued from page 1D

1 THURSDAY

»  5:50 p.m. - GPS Boys Hockey vs. 
Country Day (@ Trenton)

» 7 p.m. - GPS Boys Hoops vs. Madison
» 7 p.m. - GPN Boys Hoops vs. New 
Haven

2 FRIDAY

»  4 p.m.  GPS vs. GPN Unifi ed Hoops (@ 
GPS)

» 5:30 p.m. - GPS Comp. Cheer @ Fraser
» 7 p.m - GPN Boys Hockey @ CV
»  7 p.m - ULS Boys Hoops @ Cardinal 

Mooney
»  7 p.m - ULS Girls Hoops @ Greenhills
»  7:30 p.m - GPS @ GPN Girls Hockey (@ 

ESH)

3 SATURDAY

»  9 a.m. - GPN + GPS Wrestling MAC 
Meet (@ Roseville)

» 10 a.m. - Gymnastics @ Canton
»  12 p.m. - GPS Boys Swim & Dive 

Wayne Co. Meet (@ Trenton)
»  12 p.m.  - GPN Boys Hockey @ 

Marysville
»  2 p.m. - GPS Comp. Cheer @ LCN
»  6 p.m. - GPS Girls Hockey vs. Metro 

Jets
»  7 p.m. - GPS Boys Hockey vs. Saline (@ 

Trenton)
»  8 p.m. - ULS Girls Hockey @ 

Washtenaw

4 SUNDAY

» No events scheduled

5 MONDAY

» TBD - ULS @ GPS Girls Hoops
» 7 p.m. - GPN Boys Hoops vs. Fraser
» 7 p.m. - GPS Boys Hoops @ Roseville

6 TUESDAY

»  4 p.m. -  GPS Unifi ed Hoops @ Roseville
»  4 p.m. - GPN Unifi ed Hoops vs. 

Woodhaven
»  5 p.m. - ULS Boys Hockey @ Riverview 

GR
» 6 p.m. - GPS Boys Hockey vs. Romeo
»  6 p.m. - GPS Boys Swim & Dive vs. 

Anchor Bay
»  6 p.m. - GPN Boys Swim & Dive vs. 

Fraser
» 7 p.m. - ULS Boys Hoops vs. Bishop Foley
» 7 p.m. - GPS Girls Hoops vs. Eisenhower
» 7 p.m. - GPN Girls Hoops vs. LCN
» 7:30 p.m. - ULS Girls Hoops @ Riverview GR

7 WEDNESDAY

»  TBD - GPN Wrestling MHSAA Districts (@ 
TBD)

»  5:30 p.m. - GPS Wrestling MHSAA 
Districts (@ GPS)

»  6 p.m. - GPN + GPS Comp. Cheer MAC 
Meet (@ PH)

»  6:30 p.m. - Gymnastics Quad Meet

(@ GPN)
» 7:45 p.m. - GPN Boys Hockey vs. Ford II
» 8 p.m. - ULS @ GPN Girls Hockey (@ ESH)

8 THURSDAY

»  4 p.m. - GPS Unifi ed Hoops vs. Sterling 
Heights

» 4 p.m. - GPN Unifi ed Hoops @ Clawson
»  7 p.m. - GPS Boys Hoops vs. TBD (MAC 

Tourn.)
»  7 p.m. - GPN Boys Hoops vs. TBD (MAC 

Tourn.)
» 7 p.m. - ULS Boys Hoops @ Lutheran NW

9 FRIDAY

»  5 p.m. -  ULS Girls Hockey vs. Northville
» 6 p.m. - ULS Girls Hoops @ Everest
»  7 p.m. - GPS Girls Hoops vs. Edison
»  7 p.m. - GPN Girls Hoops vs. Anchor Bay
»   7:30 p.m. - ULS Boys Hockey @ Allen Park

10 SATURDAY

»  10 a.m. - GPN + GPS Wrestling Indiv. 
Districts (@ TBD)- TBD

» GPN Comp. Cheer @ Oxford
»  12 p.m. - GPN + GPS Boys Swim & Dive 

(@ GPS)
» 4 p.m. - GPS Boys Hockey @ UDJ

» 4 p.m. - GPN Boys Hockey vs. Hartland
» 6 p.m. - GPN Girls Hockey vs. TBD

11 SUNDAY

» No events scheduled

12 MONDAY

»  6:30 p.m. - Gymnastics vs. Tecumseh (@ 
GPN)

»  7 p.m. - GPN Girls Hoops @ Ford II

13 TUESDAY

»  3 p.m. - Figure Skating @ Dearborn
»  5:30 p.m. - ULS Girls Hoops vs. 

Cranbrook
»  6 p.m. - GPS Boys Swim & Dive vs. 

Dakota
» 6 p.m. - GPN Boys Swim & Dive vs. Ford 
II
»  7 p.m. - GPS Boys Hoops vs. TBD (MAC 

Tourn.)
»   7 p.m. - GPN Boys Hoops vs. TBD (MAC 

Tourn.)

14 WEDNESDAY

» TBD - GPS Wrestling Regionals (@ GPS)
» TBD - GPN Wrestling Regionals (@ TBD)
»  TBD - Gymnastics League Meet (@ 

Groves)
»  TBD  - ULS Boys Hockey @ Gibraltor 

Carlson
» 6:30 p.m. - ULS Girls Hockey @ PCEP

15 THURSDAY

»  4 p.m. - GPN Unifi ed Hoops @ 
Bloomfi eld Hills

»  5 p.m. - GPS Boys Hockey vs. M1 
Griffi ns

»  5:30 p.m. - ULS Boys Hockey vs. 
Country Day

»  6:30 p.m. - ULS Girls Hoops vs. 
Greenhills

» 7 p.m. - GPN Girls Hoops vs. TBD (MAC 
Tourn.) 
»  7 p.m. - GPN Girls Hockey @ AA Skyron

16 FRIDAY

»  TBD - GPS Wrestling Indiv. Regionals (@ 
TBD)

»  TBD - GPN Boys Hockey vs. Port Huron
»  7 p.m. - GPS Boys Hoops vs. TBD

(MAC Tourn.)
»  7 p.m. -  GPN Boys Hoops vs. TBD

(MAC Tourn.)

17 SATURDAY

»  TBD - GPN Wrestling Indiv. Regionals 
(@ TBD)

»  GPS Girls Wrestling Indiv. Regional (@ 
TBD)

» TBD - GPN Boys Hockey vs. SCS- TBD
» 12 p.m. - GPS Boys Hockey @ PHN
»  6 p.m. -  GPS Girls Hockey vs. Traverse 

City

18 SUNDAY

» No events scheduled

19 MONDAY

» No events scheduled

20 TUESDAY

»  7 p.m. - GPN Girls Hoops vs. TBD
(MAC Tourn.)

21 WEDNESDAY

» 7 p.m. - ULS Boys Hoops vs. Cranbrook
» 7 p.m. - GPN Boys Hoops vs. ND Prep

22 THURSDAY

»  6 p.m. - GPS Boys Swim & Dive MAC 
Red Diving (@ TBD)

»  6:30 p.m. - Gymnastics Last Chance 
Meet (@ GPN)

»  7 p.m. - GPS Boys Hoops vs. Denby

23 FRIDAY

»  6 p.m. - GPS + GPN Boys Swim & Dive 
MAC Red Meet (@ GPS)

»  6 p.m. - ULS Girls Hockey @ Mid Mich. 
Alliance

»  6:30 p.m. - Gymanstics Last Chance 
Meet (@ GPN)

»  6:30 p.m. - ULS Boys Hoops vs. 
Greenhills

»  7 p.m. - GPN Girls Hoops vs. TBD
(MAC Tourn.)

» 7 p.m. - GPN Boys Hoops @ Dakota

24 SATURDAY

»  12 p.m. - GPS + GPN Boys Swim & Dive 
MAC Red Meet (@ GPS)

25 SUNDAY

» No Events Scheduled

26 MONDAY

» 3:30 p.m. - GPS Girls Hockey vs. OLSM

27 TUESDAY

» 7 p.m. - GPS Girls Hoops vs. Lakeview
»  7 p.m. - GPN Girls Hoops @ Westfi eld 

Prep

S P O R T S  C A L E N D A R
F E B R U A RY

2024
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