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26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com
$$1,9991,999 Down$$1,9991,999**

per month,
24 months

No Appointments Necessary for Oil Changes

Like us on 
Facebook

$$99 99 **
2024 Encore2024 Encore
GX PreferredGX Preferred

$$99 99 **

021524

*24month lease.10,000 miles per year, plus tax, title, plate.
See Salesperson for details. Expires 2/29/24.

Purchase a 2024 for
$25,049 Stock #B541028

Former Courtesy Vehicle

26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com
$119*

per mo. 24 Months

No Appointments Necessary for Oil ChangesLike us on 
Facebook

=
021524

*Pricing is priced on 24 month lease. 10,000 miles per year, plus
tax, title, plate. See Salesperson for details. Expires 2/29/24.

$1,999*

Down
Purchase a 2024 for

$25,549 Stock #540829

2024 Chevy Equinox RS2024 Chevy Equinox RS

pp y ff gFacebook

*Pr***
taxtatt

Former Courtesy Vehicle

26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com
$1,999 Down

per month, 24 months

No Appointments Necessary for Oil Changes

Like us on 
Facebook

*Pricing is based on 24 month lease. 10,000 miles per year, plus tax, title, plate.
  See Salesperson for details. Expires 1/31/24

$$99 99 **$$99 99 **

Purchase for
$26,019 Stock #G540765

Former Courtesy Vehicle

021524

2024 Terrain SLE2024 Terrain SLE

Home: Grosse Pointe Farms
President of the Grosse 
Pointe Crisis Club

Pointer of
INTEREST

See story, page 4A

Eugene CasazzaEugene Casazza

With the passage of 
Proposal 2 in November 
2022, Michigan joins nearly 
two dozen other states to 
offer early in-person vot-
ing. This year’s presidential 
primary election, Tuesday, 
Feb. 27, is the first time 
Michiganders have this 
option. It will continue for 
all future state and federal 
elections.

Per state law, municipal-
ities must offer a minimum 
of nine consecutive days of 
early voting, ending the 
Sunday before the election.

The proposal pauses vot-
ing the Monday prior to 
Election Day to offer a 
break to election workers.

“Think of the Monday as 
a separation day between 
early voting and the actual 
Election Day when the 
votes are tallied,” Farms 
Assistant City Manager/
City Clerk Derrick Kozicki 
stated previously.

Early voting starts in all 
fi ve Pointes Saturday, Feb. 
17, concluding Sunday, 
Feb. 25. In-person voting 
takes place at each respec-
tive city hall, regardless of 
precinct, with the excep-
tion of the City, where early 
voting takes place in coun-
cil chambers, 17145 
Maumee. The City, Woods, 
Farms and Park hours are 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. daily, 
while the Shores schedule 
is 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. daily. 
Cities that are closed for 
Presidents’ Day, Monday, 
Feb. 19, will still offer early 
voting.

Voters must request 
either a Republican or 
Democratic primary ballot. 
Absentee ballots also may 
be dropped off during early 
voting.

Early 
voting 
starts 
Saturday

CITY OF GROSSE POINTE —
Birthed from the City’s ongoing 
struggle with Kroger’s noncom-
pliance with Village zoning re-
quirements — large refrigerator 
units continue to block three-
quarters of its Kercheval-facing 
windows — a draft policy for the 
installation of murals on private 
property within the city’s com-

mercial districts now is under 
administrative review. 

The potential amendment to 
the city’s sign ordinance, which 
will include a public hearing 
process thanks to the sugges-
tion from Councilwoman 
Maureen Juip, is just one line 
item on a laundry list of ordi-
nance amendments the city is 
working to prioritize following 
its master plan update. 

“I think the most frequent 

event and the highest impact to 
our community is really not 
having residential design guide-
lines that are well known and 
published,” Councilman Seth 
Krupp, M.D., said to the general 
agreement of council. “… I’d 
like to see that prioritized.”

As the city works to leverage 
funding for large-scale storm-
water separation work, Juip 
proposed a top priority be set-
ting requirements for impervi-

ous surface coverage areas.
“We’re going to be speaking 

two items down the agenda 
about what the City’s investing 
in in terms of stormwater sepa-
ration and it seems like it would 
be an appropriate thing to make 
that a priority for new develop-
ments as well,” she said, “so I 
would propose elevating that in 
the priority list.”

City explores mural program, B&B priorities
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

THE GROSSE POINTES 
— During discussion 
about hiring a new law 
fi rm to handle contract 
negotiations at the 
Grosse Pointe Public 
School System Board of 
Education meeting 
Tuesday, Feb. 6, one 

member accused another 
of having made “racist 
and sexist” comments.

“A sitting trustee made 
racist and sexist com-
ments and engaged in 
retaliatory behavior 
toward some of our 
administrators and we’re 
not doing anything about 
it,” Trustee Valarie St. 
John said. “The com-

plaint was made against 
an individual and not 
against the board as a 
whole. It was not an 
appropriate use of tax-
payer dollars.”

St. John was referring 
to the fact the board’s 
law firm, Collins and 
Blaha, was present when 
Vice President Ahmed 
Ismail was questioned 

during an investigation 
last year about comments 
he made regarding 
alleged plans to get rid of 
two administrators at 
Grosse Pointe North 
High School.

“You’ve made some 
accusations against Mr. 
Ismail you don’t have any 
facts for,” President Sean 
Cotton said to St. John. 

“I’d be worried about 
that.”

St. John then said 
Cotton had “threatened 
to sue me for saying 
that.”

“I said if you made 
such accusations with 
me, with little to no evi-
dence, that I would 

Accusations made at BoE meeting
By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— The Pointe’s fi rst-term 
congressman may be the 
gift that keeps on giving.

Shri Thanedar, a 
Democrat and self-made 
entrepreneur elected in 
November 2022, with 
support from a majority 
of Park voters, returned 
to the district Monday, 
Feb. 12, with prospects of 
the city receiving a 
$1,050,000 federal grant 
for fl ood protection.

“The funding would be 
used to fi nish the extreme 
emergency relief valve, a 
sanitary connection to 
the city’s storm pump 
station at Patterson 
Park,” Thanedar told the 
city council, citing terms 
of the appropriation.

The $2.8 million valve 
is designed to direct 
unmanageable volumes 
of stormwater runoff 
from the municipal sewer 
system directly into Lake 
St. Clair off Patterson 
Park. During summer 
2021, thousands of base-
ments in the Park and 
other Pointes flooded 

with backed-up rain and 
sewer water.

“I feel my heart pound-
ing,” an excited Mayor 
Michele Hodges said to 
Thanedar. “We’ve been 
very intentional about 
reaching out to our 
elected offi cials to bring 
resources back to our 
community. Not only did 
you answer that call, you 
delivered on it. We’re 
very grateful to you for 
being a partner in help-
ing us to build our tax 
base and grow the ser-
vice level we are deliver-
ing to our community.”

“We now start our next 
year’s appropriation pro-
cess,” Thanedar said. “I 
welcome you if you have 
any other project that is 
deserving.”

“We’ll reach out,” 
Hodges said. “We have 
lots of projects.”

“I’m thrilled to have 
this opportunity to be of 
service,” Thanedar said.

The grant isn’t in hand. 
It’s part of a pending 
appropriations bill.

“The House has 
approved this proposal,” 

Thanedar 
confident of $1 
million EERV grant
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — When sec-
ond grader Trinity Payne 
got called to the offi ce at 
Monteith Elementary 
School Thursday, Feb. 1, 
she was a bit nervous.

“I got worried because 

I thought maybe I was in 
trouble,” she said.

Turns out, she was on 
her  way to  meet 
President Joe Biden at 
They Say, the restaurant 
her grandfather owns in 
Harper Woods.

“We really had to keep 
things under wraps,” 
Trinity’s father, Terry 

Payne Jr., said. “We only 
got the call the night 
before.”

Terry Payne Sr. owns 
two They Say restau-
rants, including one 
downtown, and a land-
scaping company.

“I run the landscaping 

Monteith student meets Biden
By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

COURTESY PHOTO

Trinity Payne, a second grader at Monteith Elementary School, poses with 
President Joe Biden at They Say, a restaurant in Harper Woods her grandfather 
owns, Thursday. Feb. 1.

See PRIORITIES, page 2A

See BOE, page 9A

See MEETS, page 5ASee EERV, page 3A
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Commercial Snow and Ice Services

25305 Little Mack Ave. Saint Clair Shores, MI 48081
(586) - 343 - 8253

021524

Snow Plowing and Salting Services, 24/7

02
15
24

In the Feb. 8, story, 
“Normal homeowners 
insurance doesn’t cover 
flood damage,” Tom 
Mercer should have been 
quoted, “We maxed out 
the water backup-sump 
pump overfl ow coverage 
of  $50,000.  Water 
backup-sump pump 
overflow (coverage) is 
included on every home-
owner policy with a 
default coverage of 
$2,500.”

Correction

Though agreeable to it 
not being a top priority, 
council members had 
d i f f e r ing  op in ions 
regarding the impor-
tance of adopting an 
allowance for bed-and-
breakfasts under strict 
circumstances.  

“That’s kind of a wish-
l ist ,  down-the-road 
dream, I think, that we 
had for some of the 
larger estate properties,” 
said Mayor Sheila 
Tomkowiak, who is in 
favor of focusing on 

adopting regulations 
regarding placement 
and screening for EV 
charging stations and 
full-house generators on 
residential properties. 

“If this is something 
we want in our commu-
nity, doing it ahead of 
time would make it more 
likely to occur,” Krupp 
noted, arguing against 
waiting until someone 
approached the council 
with interest to adopt an 
ordinance. “To me, it 
does seem like a lot of 
those folks who may live 
in those estate houses, 
they didn’t buy those 
planning on opening a 

bed-and-breakfast. A 
bed-and-breakfast is 
going to be opened by 
somebody who sees an 
opportunity and says, 
‘Hey, that property will 
work for this and I 
already have some pre-
dictability around the 
fact that the city has 
something on the books 
that wouldn’t be a total 
gamble.’”

Further ordinance 
updates coming down 
the pipeline include 
establishing standards 
for outdoor seating 
structures in  cold 
months; updating stan-
dards to allow for the 

reuse and redevelop-
ment of buildings of his-
t o r i c a l ,  l o c a l  o r 
architectural signifi-
cance; and updating the 
liquor license ordinance 
to capture the Fisher 
Road commercial dis-
trict.

“Currently not all of 
your commercial dis-
tricts are represented in 
the liquor license ordi-
nance, specifically the 
neighborhood commer-
cial district, Fisher 
Road,” City Planner 
Gage Belko explained, 
“and so without that, 
we’re falling back on 
state regulations for cer-
tain things, when we do 
have a liquor license 
ordinance, it’s just not 
covering every district. 
So it’s a really simple 
change of adding a dis-
trict in.”

PRIORITIES:
Continued from page 1A

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — City council 
approved two projects for 
the main pool at Lake 
Front Park and repairs to 
one of the public safety 
department’s fi re trucks 
at its meeting Monday, 
Feb. 5.

A new PVC membrane 
liner will be installed at 
the pool after it closes in 
September.

“It’s a big enough proj-

ect that we have to order 
it now so it’s ready at the 
end  o f  summer , ” 
Department of Public 
Works Director Jim 
Kowalski said. “The com-
pany anticipates it will 
take about two weeks to 
remove the old one and 
get the new one in place.”

Kowalski said the com-
pany that inspects the 
pool each year has rec-
ommended a new liner 
for two years as the cur-
rent one is pulling away 
from the sides of the pool 

and causing water loss. 
“The liner we have is 

16 years old and they 
usually last 10 to 15 
years,” Kowalski said. “It 
gets exposed to all sorts 
of weather year-round.”

Total cost is capped at 
$350,000.

Before the pool opens 
for the year, its two slides 
will be refurbished at a 
cost of almost $89,000.

“We’ve been doing a lot 
of work in house, polish-
ing it and such, but resto-
ration is recommended 

every f ive years,” 
Kowalski noted. “We 
haven’t done that since 
the slides opened in 
1998.”

While the pool opens 
for the season in mid-
May, the slides open a 
month later, on the fi rst 
weekend after the end of 
the school year.

“Rings and other jew-
elry aren’t allowed on the 
slide because they 
scratch the surface,” 
Councilwoman Vicki 
Granger said. “Thanks to 

the diligence of the life-
guards and the coopera-
tion of our residents, 
we’ve gotten many more 
years out of it.”

The project, expected 
to take one to two weeks, 
includes a new gel coat 
on the interior of the 
slides and new paint on 
the exterior.

Finally, $18,000 will be 
spent on upgrades to the 
city’s E-One pumper 
truck. The work includes 
brake pads, rotors and 
drums, a bearing kit 

gearbox and new muf-
fl er.

“It’s 22 years old but 
still in good shape,” 
Public Safety Director 
John Kosanke said. “It 
just needs some TLC.”

Kosanke added a total 
replacement would cost 
around $650,000, but he 
expects the truck can be 
kept in service another 
eight years with the 
repairs. The work is 
expected to take one to 
four weeks based on 
parts availability.

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

Woods approves repairs for pool, fi re truck

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Two groups of teen-
age lawbreakers caused 
a big jump in crime last 
year.

The fi rst plagued the 
city all year stealing 
cars. They’re part of an 
organized-in-name-only 
national clan of predom-
inantly males calling 
themselves Kia Boyz.

Members boast on 
social media about how 
fun and easy it is to steal 
Kia and Hyundai prod-
ucts. Many of the brands 
lack immobilizers, a 
device that prevents a 
vehicle from starting 
when someone attempts 
to use a key or key fob 
that doesn’t match the 
car.

Of 51 motor vehicles 
reported stolen during 
2023 in the Park, nearly 
30 percent — 14 — were 
Kia products, according 
to the public safety 
department  annual 
report.

Public Safety Director 
Jim Bostock presented 
the report to city council 
Monday, Feb. 12.

“Twenty of (the stolen 
cars) were taken with 
keys or key fobs left 
inside the car,” Bostock 

said.
Car thefts last year 

were on a trajectory to 
double from 2022, but 
tapered off to a still 
notable 60 percent 
increase from 32 thefts 
reported during the 
prior period. The total 
doesn’t include 23 failed 
theft attempts that aren’t 
accounted for elsewhere 
in the city’s other crime 
statistics.

The second group of 
teenage lawbreakers, 
consisting of at least 
three Detroit males, 
spent a few nights last 
spring driving through 
neighborhoods using BB 
pistols to shoot out the 
windows of more than 
40 cars and sport utility 
vehicles parked curb-
side and in driveways.

Park offi cers nabbed 
them in April, but the 
offenders’ impact on the 
city’s crime statistics 
a l ready  had  been 
achieved.

With marquee power 
rating their own billing, 
the BB Boyz accounted 
for 45 of 57 reported 
cases of malicious 
destruction of property, 
or MDP, in the Park last 
year. The output repre-
sented 78 percent of 
MDPs, boosting the 
year-end total by 171 

percent and ruining 
what would have been a 
42 percent drop in the 
category.

“We changed some 
patrol hours and with 
plain clothes (units) are 
trying to put our foot 
down and get auto thefts 
under control,” Bostock 
said last August regard-
ing the arrest of seven 
alleged Kia thieves.

Overall crime up
Car thefts and BB guns 

contributed to a 14 per-
cent overall increase in 
reported crime during 
the year, from 226 cases 
in 2022 to 269. The 2023 
total is 110 less (29 per-
cent) from 2019, the 
year before COVID shut-
downs also had a quell-
ing effect on crime.

“We can’t have those 
high rates next year,” 
Mayor Michele Hodges 
told Bostock, who is 
headed to the FBI 
National Academy in 
Quantico, Va., for 10 
weeks of specialized 
training starting March.

Hodges continued, “I 
assume you’re going to 
bring all kinds of solu-
tions back that will help 
us solve that. We have 
charged the (ci ty) 
administration with 
coming back with man-
agement solutions that 
help us drive down these 
numbers and, also, a 

strategy on how to pay 
for that.”

Some crime down
Despite the increase 

from 2022 to 2023, last 
year’s grand total was 18 
fewer cases than the 
average of the prior four 
years.

“Even with the infl ated 
larceny from motor vehi-
cle numbers, larcenies 
across the board were 
down 7  percent , ” 
Bostock said. “We also 
saw crime decrease in a 
number of categories. 
Most notably, home 
invasions and aggra-
vated assaults were both 
down 25 percent.”

Among crimes the FBI 
rates most serious, there 
were three cases of 
armed robbery, includ-
ing at least one carjack-
ing, up from one in 2021, 
none in 2020 and two in 
2019.

H o m e  i n v a s i o n s 
dropped 13 cases from 
2022 to eight in 2023. An 
average 14 cases per 
year were reported from 
2019 through 2022.

Larceny totaled 113, 
down eight cases from 
2022 and down 25 from 
the recent high in 2019.

F o r c i b l e  s e x u a l 
offenses doubled to two 
from 2022, but were half 
the average from 2019 
through 2022.

Among the FBI’s list of 

s u p p o s e d l y  l e s s e r 
crimes, 14 drunken driv-
ing arrests during 2023 
amounted to less than 40 
percent of the average 
annual rate from 2019 
through 2022.

Ten cases of obstruct-
ing police tied the recent 
high recorded in 2020.

A new category of 
crime, titled damage to 
property, totaled 57 
cases.

Solving crimes
Bostock credited the 

detective bureau for 
achieving a high rate of 
solving crimes, defi ned 
in law enforcement 
terms as a clearance 
rate.

“Historically, crime 
like rape has a 34 per-
cent (state) clearance 
rate,” he said. “We had 
100 percent last year.”

The Park’s clearance 
rates for other crimes 
also measured well 
against state fi gures:

◆  armed robbery: 
state 29 percent, Park 
100 percent;

◆ aggravated assault, 
state 50 percent, Park 
100 percent and

◆ breaking and enter-
ing, state 13 percent, 
Park 67 percent.

All of that and more 
contributed to the 
department’s 28 offi cers, 
including Chief Bostock, 
responding to 6,950 calls 

for service, an average 
of 19 per day.

Arrests totaled 152 for 
the year, up from 144 
the year before but triple 
the 51 arrests during the 
COVID year of 2020.

Bostock described 
road patrols as “the 
backbone of the depart-
ment.”

Ambulance runs
Contracting ambu-

lance runs to a private 
company, MedStar, last 
July allowed offi cers to 
remain on watch while 
still responding to medi-
cal emergencies.

“Having MedStar 
transport (patients) 
allows us to turn over a 
patient to a higher level 
of care,” Bostock said. 
“It also allows offi cers to 
return to service in a 
timely manner.”

Power outages
Wind and ice storms 

that toppled trees and 
felled limbs on power 
lines are largely account-
able for a more than 400 
percent increase in 
downed wires last year. 
The total of 45 dwarfed 
13 from 2022.

Traffi c & fi res
During 2023 there 

were 88 motor vehicle 
wrecks involving at least 

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Crime up from 2022, down from pre-COVID cool-off

See CRIME, page 4A

1. How did my investments perform
versus the alternatives?

2. Is my investment mix appropriate based
on my age and goals?

3. Is the amount of risk I am taking appropriate
with my risk tolerance?

4. Am I saving enough to meet my goals?

5. What fees am I paying and what are the alternatives?

6. Is my personal and beneficiary information correct?

7. Are there any necessary changes recommended?

Martin E. Peters, CPAJohn E. Swegles III

19660 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Woods, MI
313.885.0959

CALL FOR A PERSONAL CONSULTATION

“A remedy for all your financial needs”

ANNUAL
I N V E S T M E N T

REVIEW

021524
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MONDAY, FEB. 19

 ◆ Presidents’ Day (city offi ces closed)

TUESDAY, FEB. 20

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Planning Commission meet-
ing, 7 p.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Shores City Council meeting, 7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 21

 ◆ Magic show, 2 p.m. at the Okulski Theatre, Grosse 
Pointe Park. Register at recpro.grossepointepark.org.

FRIDAY, FEB. 23

 ◆ Caricature Night for ages 10 and older, 6:30 p.m. at 
Grosse Pointe Woods City Hall. $20 for residents, $25 
for non-residents. Snacks and drinks provided.

The Week Ahead 

Thanedar said. “It’s being 
voted on in the Senate. I 
expect President (Joe) 
Biden to sign it into law. 
So, it’s almost done and 
is likely to be done. But I 
couldn’t wait to come to 
you and give you the 
good news. So, here I 
am.”

“This is tremendous,” 
said Councilman Max 
Wiener, chairman of the 
infrastructure committee.

Park voters last year 
approved a 10-year mill-
age to raise a total $17 
million for water and 
sewer system improve-
ments. In 2020, the 
Grosse Pointe Park 
Foundation donated 
$130,000 to jumpstart 
construction of EERV 
components.

“Support from both 
public and private part-
nerships and from the 
federal government is 
fantastic,” Wiener said.

“I see my No. 1 job as 
bringing dollars to the 
district,” Thanedar said. 
“Flooding is a major issue 
all across my district. I’m 
working with FEMA and 
engineers for a lasting 

solution.”
Installation of the valve 

and related underground 
piping nearly concluded 
last autumn between the 
entrance to Patterson 
Park and an underground 
stormwater retention 
tank about 100 yards up 
the driveway. More con-
struction and testing is 
needed before the equip-
ment goes into operation.

“We understand the 
environmental impact of 
something like this,” 
Hodges said. “This is a 
short-term solution that 
will be used very respon-
sibly — hopefully not at 
all — to buy us time to get 

to those regional solu-
tions, which are enor-
mous and will require 
tremendous resources.”

Hodges said Park offi -
cials began meeting with 
Thanedar before his elec-
tion.

“Immediately after, 
Mayor Pro Tem (Tom) 
Caulfi eld, City Manager 
(Nick) Sizeland and I 
went down to his offi ce 
for a very robust conver-
sation about what was 
needed here in the com-
munity,” Hodges said. 
“He’s also opened the 
door for additional proj-
ects. City Manager 
Sizeland will have to 

come up with a good list.”
“We don’t want to put 

the cart before the horse,” 
Wiener said about the 
grant after Thanedar left 
council chambers for a 
f l i g h t  b a c k  t o 
Washington, D.C. “It still 
has to work its way 
through the federal gov-
ernment. One thing we’re 
very conscientious about 
is responsible budgeting. 
There may be stipula-
tions impacting how it 
can be utilized. That’s 
another reason we didn’t 
allocate any money until 
we know exactly how it 
can be used and appro-
priated.”

EERV:
Continued from page 1A

CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — Pointers will 
be invited to “putt 
a r o u n d  t o w n , ” 
Saturday, April 6, Main 
Street Grosse Pointe 
Director Cindy Willcock 
said, when The Village 
hosts its fi rst ever Main 
Street Mini Masters 
miniature golf tourna-
ment.  

“We realized we had a 
big gap in program-
ming,” Willcock said. 
“We really don’t start 
anything until the sum-
mer with Music on the 
Plaza, so we came up 
with the idea for Main 
Street Mini Masters.”

The 18-hole course 
provided by Putt 2 Go 
and Allen Entertainment 
wi l l  s t re tch  a long 
Kercheval  between 
Cadieux and Neff , 
accompanied by a 
starter tent, arts and 
crafts activity tents for 
y o u n g e r  c h i l d r e n , 
games, a selfi e station 
and a DJ.

“It’ll be a similar for-
mat to a regular golf 
tournament where we 
play in foursomes,” 
Willcock explained. 
“You get a swag bag. 
You get lunch at the 
turn, which will be a hot 
dog, chips and pop. 

“We’ l l  have  two 
fl ights. A family fl ight 
and then adult flights 
where you can golf with 

three of your best 
friends.”

Pre-registration — not 
yet open — will be 
required, placing family 
flights in the morning 
and adult fl ights in the 
afternoon.  

Details such as a rain 
date and ticket pricing 
still are being fi nalized.

“We want to make it 
as affordable as possi-
ble,” Willcock said, “but 
make sure that we can 
cover our costs and 
make a little bit of 
money to help with 
additional program-
ming for the summer.”

With the event run-
ning 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
Pointers should expect 
Kercheval to be closed 
between 8 a.m. and 9 
p.m. April 6.

“We’ll  have some 
more fun,  excit ing 
things to announce as 
we get closer to the 
event,” Willcock noted.

Also on deck, with the 
majority of details yet to 
be announced, is Main 
Street Grosse Pointe’s 
fi rst annual fundraiser: 
May-nopoly. 

“It ’s a Monopoly-
themed fundraiser that 
will take place on Main 
Street in The Village,” 
Willcock said. “It’ll fea-
ture a big tent, strolling 
dinner, some live auc-
tion (items) and a lot of 
M o n o p o l y - t h e m e d 
activities. 

“We’re all about new 
events.”

Mini Masters 
headed to Main St.
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

THE GROSSE POINTES 
— Although no defi nitive 
data is available, the ques-
tion has been raised as to 
what impact homeschool-
ing had in recent years on 
enrollment declines in the 
Grosse Pointe Public 
School System.

Such data is not avail-
able because Michigan 
law takes the approach 
that parents, not the state, 
know how best to educate 
their children. Families 
that choose homeschool-
ing need not alert their 
local district or, as once 
was the case, ask its per-
mission. Some legisla-
tors, however, are 
pushing to roll back those 
freedoms.

To that end, the Grosse 
Pointe News spoke with 
three different home-
school families at three 
different stages in the 
process who made the 
choice for three different 
reasons.

Lisha Kilgus, for exam-
ple, has always home-
schooled her four children 
for religious reasons.

“I’ve always had a 
strong faith and it’s 
woven into everything I 
do,” she said. “God told 
me I was going to do this 
even before I had kids.”

Kilgus is quick to point 
out, however, not every-
thing about her approach 
to homeschooling is faith-
based.

“Obviously math is 
math,” she laughed.

According to recent 
r esearch  by  The 
Washington Post, a fed-
eral survey in 2012 
showed two-thirds of 
homeschool families did 
so for religious reasons. 
That fell to about half by 
2016 and was down to 
one-third last year.

Kilgus said her four 
children, ages 12, 10, 9 
and 7, (she asked that GP 
News not use their 
names) aren’t necessarily 
classifi ed by grade.

“It’s about putting them 
where they are when 
they’re ready,” she said. 
“It’s defi nitely challeng-
ing and there’s never a 
dull moment.”

Kilgus said she also 
likes the variety of 
approaches homeschool-

ing provides.
“No matter what you 

pick, there are scholastic 
guidelines,” she said. 
“Some might follow a tra-
ditional type of curricu-
lum that dictates the 
entire day. Some people 
make it all about experi-
ences. But most curricu-
lums use a variety of 
visual and auditory les-
sons. It’s all about how 
each child learns.”

Creativity is a key.
“We can take a fi eld trip 

anytime we want,” Kilgus 
said. “We also recently 
gave each child an assign-
ment to come up with a 
business plan, for exam-
ple. It will be different for 
each one based on their 
age, but the lessons are 
still the same.”

There’s also fl exibility.
“We spend a month in 

Florida over the winter, 
but the kids aren’t miss-
ing school,” Kilgus noted.

The pandemic also saw 
a big spike in home-
schooling. The Post said 
surveys showed the prac-
tice was 50 percent higher 
in the 2022-23 school year 
than in 2017-18.

“A lot of people were 
not OK with how public 
schools handled COVID,” 
Kilgus said. 

The Grosse Pointe 
Homeschooling Facebook 
page Kilgus runs grew 
from 100 members pre-
pandemic to 349 today.

That’s what led Elisa 
Wagner to homeschool-
ing. Her 11-year-old 
daughter, Ava, attended 
GPPSS full-time from 
pre-K through third 
grade.

“After the schools 
opened up, she only went 
back for electives, so basi-
cally an hour a day, for 
fourth and fifth grade,” 
she said. “I didn’t want 
her to be in a mask all 
day, but I also didn’t want 
her to miss out on social-
izing with friends. But 
even with COVID long 
gone, they still had kids 
sitting far apart. It seemed 
counterproductive.”

When the 2023-24 aca-
demic year started, 
Wagner and her daughter 
decided to give home-
schooling a try full time. 
By November, they’d 
made the choice to stick 
with it.

“She basically just 

wanted to be at home,” 
Wagner said. “We were 
on the fence all summer, 
so we decided to give it a 
trial run. It’s worked out 
very well.”

Wagner’s daughter still 
gets to socialize, attend-
ing a homeschool coop-
erative in St. Clair Shores 
once a week and taking 
ballet lessons three times 
a week.

“The co-op is nice 
because the parents take 
turns leading the sub-
jects, based on what they 
might have a specialty 
in,” she said. “There are 
nine families involved.”

As for curriculum, 
Wagner uses workbooks 
and online tutorials.

“The workbooks all 
meet or exceed the state 
content standards,” she 
said. “And there are 
online video tutorials. 
She’s pretty self-suffi-
cient. She watched one on 
adding decimals and had 
it down in no time.”

Wagner said her goal is 
not to recreate a typical 
school day.

“There’s no busy work,” 
she noted. “Usually about 
three hours a day is 
enough time to learn the 
material and have her 
show she grasps it.

“I did look at other 
options, including char-
ters and private schools,” 
Wager said. “She’s always 
had high math and read-
ing scores, so I just didn’t 
want her to be bored.”

As for the future?
“Nothing is written in 

stone,” Wagner said. 
“We’ll move forward 
according to her needs.”

One question home-
school families often face 
is how do the students go 
beyond high school.

Meet Violet Whitmore. 
She attended Grosse 
Pointe South High School 
until 10th grade and is 
now a junior at Grove 
City College, a liberal arts 
school in Pennsylvania 
where she is studying 
communications and his-
tory and is editor of the 
school paper.

“I know homeschool 
kids who have gone on to 
Ivy League schools or big 
state universities,” she 
said. “Homeschooling 
really prepares you for 
academia because you 
have to be self-moti-
vated.”

Her mother, Carol 
Whitmore, says it was 

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

Homeschooling in the Pointes

COURTESY PHOTO

Elisa Wagner, right, and daughter Ava sit with one 
of the workbooks Ava uses in her homeschooling 
journey.

See HOMESCHOOL, 
page 4A

Congressman 
Shri Thanedar 
spoke to the 
Grosse Pointe 
Park City Council 
at its Feb. 12 
meeting about 
the prospect of 
the city receiving 
a $1,050,000 fed-
eral grant for 
fl ood protection.

PHOTO BY 
RENEE LANDUYT
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“Words cannot express 
the gratitude for allowing 
me and my children to 
relocate to a new, safe 
location,” reads a thank-
you note from a local 
mother, who late last 
year left a domestic vio-
lence situation. “Without 
your assistance I had no 
idea what was in store for 
me and my children.”

The woman was pro-
vided a security deposit 
and first month’s rent, 
enabling the move, and is 
one of approximately 40 
cases aided each year by 
the Grosse Pointe Crisis 
Club.  

“It’s one of the best-
kept secrets in Grosse 
Po inte , ”  Pres ident 

Eugene Casazza said. 
“It’s amazing how many 
folks you meet who live 
in Grosse Pointe most of 
their adult lives (and) 
never heard of it, because 
for many, many decades 
the folks that were the 
primary movers and 
shakers within the club 
had a very low-key 
approach.”

The club was formed in 
1956 — “We’re one of the 
oldest nonprofi ts in the 
state of Michigan,” 
Casazza said — by fi ve 
Grosse Pointe business-
men, who decided to 
organize after a few 
years of informally help-
ing others.  

Today, both its mem-
bers and those they aid 
stretch across southeast 
Michigan. 

Casazza, a Farms resi-
dent, happens to be the 
only Pointer currently 
serving as an offi cer. He 
joined in 2010, and has 
been president three 
years. 

“The motto is we help 
folks that are in crisis 
who have an issue that 
needs immediate atten-
tion,” he said. “… A very 
typical (situation) is the 
primary breadwinner has 
gone through eight, 10 
weeks of chemotherapy 
cancer treatment at 
Karmanos and they’re 
behind in the rent, they’re 
behind in the DTE bill 
and oh, by the way, 
there’s no food in the 
refrigerator.”

Within 24 hours — usu-
ally after being contacted 
by a social worker — 
GPCC will ensure the 
landlord is paid, electric-
ity is turned back on and 
the family is equipped 
with Meijer gift cards for 
food and clothing. 

Comprised of volun-
teers and only some mar-
ginal costs such as 
insurance, the club 
ensures around 98 per-
cent of the $125,000 to 
$150,000 it generates 
each year goes directly 
toward crisis cases. 

Funding is generated 
through dues, donations 
— which can be made at 
gpcrisisclub.org — and 
annual  fundraising 
events. Upcoming is 2024 
Spring Sports Night 
Monday, April 8, at 
Assumption Cultural 
Center, 21800 Marter, St. 
Clair Shores.  

“Our job, if you want to 
think about it as a job, is 
we have to continuously 
raise money,” Casazza 
said of the club’s more 
than 200 members. 

An attorney by trade, 
Casazza also serves as 
secretary of the Macomb 
County Bar Foundation. 

His inclination toward 
service has deep roots 
stretching back to his 
maternal grandmother, 
who helped begin the 
Capuchin Soup Kitchen 
dur ing  the  Great 
Depression. 

“Back before the 
Depression, sometimes 
folks that were down and 
out would come to the 
backdoor of the monas-
tery and the monks 
would give them sand-
wiches,” Casazza said. 
“They didn’t have any 
set-up to do a kitchen, so 
then once the Depression 
really took hold, they 
realized passing out 
sandwiches out the back-
door wasn’t going to be 
enough to fulfi ll the need.

“… That became a pro-
duction. You have to 
have people buying the 
food. You have to have 
people preparing the 
food. You have to have 
people serving the food. 
You have to have people 
cleaning up. … My grand-
mother was hands on. 
She was in the kitchen.”

His mother’s older sis-
ter, Marie, served as 
president of the Catholic 
Interracial Council for 
decades, while his par-
ents were involved with 
the Third Order of Saint 
Francis.

“This is the back-
ground of the way I grew 
up, with people who were 
very involved in social 
issues and very involved 
in community service, 
starting with my grand-
mother,” Casazza said. 

His third of four chil-

dren works as an immi-
grat ion lawyer  in 
Philadelphia, continuing 
the social justice legacy 
and unconsciously nod-
ding to the family’s 
Italian heritage.  

Casazza’s paternal 
grandfather immigrated 
from Italy to Chicago, 
where his father was 
born, but never became a 
U.S. citizen. By blood, 
this made Casazza eligi-
ble for dual citizenship, 
which he achieved in 
2013. His wife and chil-
dren since have followed 
suit. 

“We celebrated our last 
wedding anniversary, 
which was October, in 
Paris,” he said of his wife, 
Linda, with whom he’s 
been married 45 years. 
“We spent a week in 
Paris. One week is not 
enough.”

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Pointer continues legacy of service with crisis club

Casazza and his wife, Linda, with their children 
Dana, Gene, Chris and Drew.

COURTESY PHOTOS

With dual citizenship in Italy, Eugene Casazza and his wife, Linda, recently 
spent their 45th anniversary in Paris.

$1,000 worth of prop-
erty damage. Another 
three wrecks caused 
injuries. The figures 
compare with 77 and 
six, respectively, from 
2020.

Offi cers issued 1,356 

moving and nonmoving 
traffic violations and 
1,117 parking tickets.

“Fire-related calls for 
service decreased by 32 
percent,” Bostock said. 
“This is attributed to the 
number of medic runs 
handled by MedStar. 
House fi res were down 
by almost 60 percent (to 
seven instances).”

CRIME:
Continued from page 2A

Violet who spearheaded 
the move.

“She was slightly dis-
gruntled at South, so I 
asked her to do some 
research and come back 
with supporting evi-
dence,” she said. “She 
found a program that was 
heavy on reading the 
Great Books. It’s very 
classical and seemed like 
college work.”

Violet Whitmore started 
by taking one class dur-
ing summer 2019, then 
started full time that fall.

“Then COVID hit and I 
was already into it, so I 
didn’t lose out on any-
thing,” she said. “I was at 
South for two years and 

there are some good 
things there, things like 
STEM and the arts, but so 
many of the classes just 
seemed to focus on mem-
orization rather than 
thinking. There was a lot 
of busy work.”

What she found was 
V e r i t a s  S c h o l a r s 
Academy, an online, 
Christian-based program.

“Regardless of what 
you choose, there’s going 
to be bias,” she explained. 
“I just wanted to fi nd the 
most honest curriculum. 
A lot of the classes are 
taught by college profes-
sors and focused on the 
Socratic method.”

In a funny coincidence, 
one of the books Violet 
studied in an economics 
class was written by a 
Grove City professor 
whose daughter just hap-
pens to be her roommate.

“I went over to their 
house for dinner and saw 
it on the bookshelf and I 
was like, “I know that 
book,’” she laughed.

Younger brother Rex 
has followed suit and now 
is a sophomore at Veritas 
with an interest in cyber-
security and music. He 
plays violin and classical 
guitar and is part of 
Oakland Homeschool 
Music Inc., also known as 
OHMI.

“Homeschooling for 
kids who are into music 

can provide more time for 
practice or private les-
sons,” Carol Whitmore 
said. “And that bleeds 
over into things like 
dance, or swimming or 
fi gure skating.”

Diplomas are coordi-
nated by the Home School 
L e g a l  D e f e n s e 
Association.

“I sent in my transcripts 
from South and Veritas,” 
Violet Whitmore said. 
“You have to get a B or 
better in each class to get 
credit. I wish I had started 
earlier.”

COURTESY PHOTO

Violet Whitmore, a ju-
nior at Grove City 
College in Pennsylvania, 
began homeschooling 
after her sophomore 
year of high school.

HOMESCHOOL:
Continued from page 3A
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City of Grosse Pointe

Unlocked again 
The City faced trouble 

with unlocked vehicles 
b e i n g  r u m m a g e d 
through last week.

◆ Approximately $15 
in cash was stolen from 
an unlocked car on 
Sycamore Lane between 
9 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 4, 
and 10 a.m. the next 
morning.

◆ Nothing was taken 
from an unlocked car 
that was rummaged 
through in the 700 block 
of Lincoln between 8 
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 4, and 
10 a.m. the next morn-
ing.

◆  A n  u n k n o w n 
amount of miscella-
neous change was stolen 
from an unlocked car on 
Lakeside Court during 
the early morning hours 
of Tuesday, Feb. 6.

Cooking 
and cleaning

A large amount of 
meat and laundry deter-
gent was stolen from a 
business in the 16000 
block of Kercheval at 
11:40 a.m. Monday, Jan. 
5.

T h e  s u s p e c t  i s 
described as a 6-foot, 
180-pound black man 
with a thin build.  

An investigation is 
ongoing.

Special escort
A 31-year-old Detroit 

man refused to leave an 
area hospital at 12:40 
a.m. Friday, Feb. 9, until 
offi cers arrived. 

Fool me thrice
A woman made three 

separate purchases, 
totalling $800, with coun-
terfeit $100 bills at a busi-
ness in the 17000 block 
of Kercheval at 11:10 
a.m. Friday, Feb. 9.

She is described as a 
heavy-set, black woman 
in her late 20s.

An investigation is 
ongoing.

Offi cer Uber
An intoxicated cus-

tomer was escorted by 
offi cers out of a restau-
rant in the 600 block of 
St. Clair at 7:55 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 9, after both-
ering other patrons and 
being asked to leave by 
the manager. Officers 
then got him home safely. 

Driving 
in the dark

An 18-year-old Detroit 
man was stopped at 
Mack and Cadieux for 
not having headlights on 
at 8:20 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 10.

It was found he never 
acquired a driver’s 
license, for which he was 
cited.  

Speeding
Speeding on Mack at 

2:45 a.m. Sunday, Feb. 
11, led to a 34-year-old 
Detroit man being cited 
for not having a valid 

license.
— Laurel Kraus

Report information 
about these and other 
crimes to the City of 
Grosse Pointe Public 
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Park

Break in
Police think a resident 

of the 600 block of 
Middlesex scared off a 
would-be burglar upon 
returning home at 8:55 
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 6.

Surveillance video 
shows an unknown per-
son lurking behind the 
house prior to the resi-
dent’s arrival.

“(The resident) discov-
ered damage to the rear 
door of the home to gain 
entry,” police said. “(The) 
home (was) searched, but 
nothing taken.”

Attempted 
Kia theft

Someone tried to steal 
a 2016 Kia Soul parked in 
the 1400 block of 
Beaconsfi eld between 8 
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 8, 
and 2:30 p.m. the follow-
ing day.

A smashed driver-side 
rear window was among 
evidence the owner 
reported.

“Damage to the steer-
ing column consistent 
with an attempted theft 
was also discovered,” 
according to police.

Some 14 of 51 motor 
vehicles — nearly 30 per-
cent — stolen in the Park 
last year were Kia prod-
ucts, according to the 
public safety depart-
ment’s annual report.

Drunken driving
Police arrested a 

48-year-old Park man for 
drunken driving at 10:29 
p.m. Friday, Feb. 9.

An officer pulled him 
over for speeding in the 
area of Bedford and 
Essex.

— Brad Lindberg
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the Grosse 
Pointe Park Public Safety 
Department, (313) 822-
7400.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Wrong number
A resident in the 1400 

block of Anita filed a 
report Thursday, Feb. 8, 
after receiving a call 
from an unknown source 
saying he owed $1,000 
to a collection agency 
after purchasing a phone 
and watch with a credit 
card. The caller said he 
had until Friday, Feb. 9, 
to pay the money or it 
would be turned over to 
law enforcement.

The man told offi cers 
he does not have a credit 
card and blocked the 

caller’s number from his 
phone.

Raked over
Jewelry was among 

items missing after 
someone forced their 
way into a home in the 
500 block of Brys some-
time before 2:15 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 8.

Neighbors reported 
seeing an unknown man 
in the yard raking leaves, 
but the homeowner said 
they had not hired any-
one to do such work.

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Woods Public Safety, 
(313) 343-2400.

Grosse Pointe Shores

Buyer beware
A patro l  o f f i cer 

became suspicious when 
he saw a vehicle parked 
in the driveway of a 
vacant house in the 700 
block of Lakeshore 
around  6 :30  p .m. 
Sunday, Feb. 11.

The passenger in the 
2009 Chevy Malibu was 
taking a picture of the 
driver, a 41-year-old 
C l i n t o n  T o w n s h i p 
woman, as she stood in 
front of the house. She 
then told the offi cer she 
was thinking of buying 
the house, although it is 
not currently listed for 
sale. A neighbor told 
offi cers the woman has 
been spotted walking 
around the property 
before.

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about crime to Grosse 
Pointe Shores Public 
Safety, (313) 881-5500.

Grosse Pointe Farms

DWLS
Farms offi cers ticketed 

a number of suspended 
drivers last week, most 
noticed because of their 
attempts to hide.

◆  A  29-year-old 
Eastpointe woman was 
cited for not having 
insurance and a second 
instance of driving while 
license suspended after 
she was pulled over on 
Moross for having ille-
gally-tinted windows at 
11:19 a.m. Monday, Feb. 
5. 

◆ A 35-year-old Harper 
Woods man was cited for 
driving while license sus-
pended and an expired 
license plate after being 
pulled over at Mack and 
Cook at 8:24 a.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 8, for the 
expired tab and illegally-
tinted windows. 

◆ A 31-year-old Detroit 
man was cited for driv-
ing while license sus-
pended and obstructed 
vision after being pulled 
over at Mack and Kerby 
at 3:42 p.m. Thursday, 

Feb. 8, for illegally-tinted 
windows.

◆ A 44-year-old Detroit 
woman was cited for 
driving while license sus-
pended, not having 
insurance and an expired 
license plate after being 
pulled over on Moross at 
4:56 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 
11, for an expired tab. 
Because of the 84-year-
old passenger’s advanced 
age, the cold weather 
and a large amount of 
food in the car, the vehi-
cle was not impounded 
and the passenger was 
allowed to drive them 
both home. 

Misdirect
While paying for a 

pizza at a business in the 
18000 block of Mack at 
5:02 p.m. Friday, Feb. 9, 
a 41-year-old Detroit 
man stole a can of Sprite 
and cookie.

The man also parked in 
a handicap spot, leading 
to him being cited for 
retail fraud, a second 
instance of driving while 
l icense suspended, 
improper license plate, 
not having insurance, 
handicapped parking 
violation and a trespass 
warning. 

The man has been 
known to steal from the 
location in the past and 
was warned, should he 
return, he would be 
arrested. 

Cop-napped
When a 37-year-old 

Detroit man with an 
international driver’s 
license and passport was 

pulled over on Mack at 
9:52 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 
10, because his plate 
cover made the license 
plate unreadable, he told 
offi cers he was from the 
Republic of America and 
that he only interacts 
with state police and 
sheriffs. 

The officer informed 
him that isn’t how it 
works, but the man 
refused to comply and 
claimed he was being 
kidnapped when placed 
in the back of a squad 
car. 

Ultimately, he was 
cited for improper license 
plate, driving an unregis-
tered vehicle, not having 
insurance and failure to 
display a valid license 
plate.  

Over the hedge
When a general con-

tractor noticed a 62-year-
old Woods man emerge 
from the bushes adjacent 
to a pool house in a back-
yard in the 100 block of 
Provencal at 7:36 a.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 10, he 
said he was staying in a 
house down the street 
but couldn’t remember 
which one. 

He then told offi cers he 
was out for a walk and 
wouldn’t provide a coher-
ent reply as to why he 
had been in the bushes.

The man was arrested 
upon being found to have 
two misdemeanor war-
rants out of Chesterfi eld. 

Not adding up
After being pulled over 

at 12:03 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 10, a 54-year-old 
Park man told the offi cer 
h e  t u r n e d  d o w n 
Broadstone to avoid the 
patrol car, but that there 
weren’t any weapons 
inside the vehicle or any-
thing the offi cer needed 
to know about. 

Various narcotics and 
equipment were discov-
ered, along with a gun, 
two magazines and six 
rounds. 

The man was arrested 
for narcotic equipment 
possession, crack posses-
sion, expired vehicle reg-
istration and expired 
vehicle insurance. 

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Farms Public Safety, 
(313) 885-2100.

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS

business and we have a contract with 
the city of Detroit,” Payne Jr. said. 
“The White House asked Mayor Mike 
Dugan’s offi ce for a recommendation 
of what restaurant the president 
should visit and they said ours in 
Harper Woods.”

Payne Jr. said the president spent 
about 45 minutes there, chatting with 
guests and staff.

“It was really fun,” Trinity said. “I 
didn’t know who the president was, 

but he was nice. He told me when I 
get older I should run for president.”

Biden’s team ordered barbecue 
wings to go before they left.

“They had to leave before the 
schools in the area got out for the day 
because they had all the streets closed 
down,” Payne Jr. said. “It was surreal. 
There must have been 75 vehicles in 
the motorcade.”

After posing for pictures, Biden 
gave Trinity a box of M&Ms with the 
presidential seal on it.

“I had to bribe her not to eat them,” 
Payne Jr. laughed. “That’s a keep-
sake.”

MEETS:
Continued from page 1A
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Pure 
Grosse 
Pointe
Though there is more 
snow in the forecast, this 
photo speaks for the mild 
winter we’ve had so far — 
not much snow, lots of rain 
and, last week, warmer-
than-average tempera-
tures. Or maybe this guy, 
eyeballing his refl ection 
through his hot pink sun-
glasses, is anxiously await-
ing those warming days 
ahead. Either way, we get 
you, Mr. Snowman!

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

I
f new Grosse Pointe Public School System 
Superintendent Dr. Andrea Tuttle was hoping for 
a memorable fi rst Board of Education meeting 
Tuesday, Feb. 6, she got it whether she wanted it or 
not. If you missed all the theatrics, you can see it 
here: gppssvideo.weebly.com/boe-meetings.html .

But the district’s most pressing issue is its steep enroll-
ment loss, and its leadership team needs to do all it can to 
fi x it, ASAP. 

In what’s been mostly bad news on the topic, a small 
silver lining came to light in recent weeks. In actual num-
bers, GPPSS has 90 more students this year than was 
projected (though is still at an overall loss of 50 students 
year-to-year).

The bad news is the latest projections say enrollment is 
expected to fall by around 400 students in the next four 
years, a number equivalent to an entire graduating class.

That information comes from the latest report com-
pleted last month by Plante Moran, as seen in the Feb. 8 
edition of the Grosse Pointe News (“Enrollment will con-
tinue to decline” by Ted O’Neil). 

The district’s current enrollment stands at 6,436, includ-
ing special education students and those enrolled in the 
Young 5s program. Digging more inside the numbers, 
you’ll see: 

◆ In 2017, GPPSS graduated 730 seniors. That number 
dropped to 561 in 2023.

◆ The number of seniors in the class of 2024 is expected 
to be 502, falling to 441 by 2028.

◆ By 2028, total enrollment is projected to be 6,022, with 
K-12 at 5,669. 

◆ Total high school enrollment will decrease from 2,086 
to 1,787 by 2028.  

Paul Wills, a partner with Plante Moran, attributed the 
continued enrollment drop to declining birth rates across 
Wayne County and a lack of inventory of affordable 
houses for young families.

Nothing can be done about a family’s decision to have 
smaller families. Nor does the answer lie in concocting 
ways to develop less expensive housing in Grosse Pointe.

The focus should be how we continue strengthening the 
district’s best assets, developing more innovative ways to 
learn and regaining the trust of families within the Pointes 
that make GPPSS their children’s best educational option.

The primary group the district should try to recapture 
are those who have chosen an online option, which the 
Plante Moran survey identifi ed as the largest who were 
eligible to attend GPPSS, but attend different districts 
online. 

State data shows 245 Grosse Pointe students are 
enrolled in Clarkston. Another 350 students are in Berkley 
and 245 are in Redford Union. 

Another 38 students who live in the Pointes are enrolled 
in Detroit Public Schools. That’s a whopping loss of 878 
students in GPPSS.

Of note, the number of students who are enrolled in a 
different public school district jumped from 6 percent in 
2010 to 15 percent in 2022, another startling increase. 

Meanwhile, the number attending private schools was 
relatively unchanged, increasing from 17.4 percent to 18.5 
percent in that same time frame.

We believe the district shouldn’t spend too much time 
worrying about students in private schools, especially 
parochial, because those parents make that choice pri-
marily for faith-based reasons, rather than just education. 

At her fi rst board meeting, Dr. Tuttle mentioned the 
importance of regaining the trust of those who left. She 
made similar comments right after she was hired. 

We call on our administration and board to make that 
its mission this year, instead of prattling on about law 
fi rms and fi nger pointing. These latest numbers validate 
yet again why enrollment should be at the top of the dis-
trict’s priorities.   

Enrollment issue 
requires rebuilding 
trust in GPPSS

Editor’s note: This introductory letter was 
sent from new Grosse Pointe Public School 
System Superintendent Andrea Tuttle 
Tuesday, Feb. 6, her second day on the job, to 
the school district’s email list. Since many 
people in the community are not on that list, 
we believe it is valuable to reprint Dr. Tuttle’s 
words for the entire community.

W
ith immense gratitude and 
joy, I embark on the re-
warding journey of serving 
as the superintendent of 
GPPSS, joining the es-
teemed Grosse Pointe edu-

cational team and the vibrant local community. 
Growing up, Grosse Pointe was my moth-

er’s home and, as a child, I cherished visits to 
this community. Over the past 14 years, I have 
had the privilege of serving as the superinten-
dent for Owosso Public Schools, accumulat-
ing a wealth of experience and insights in 
educational leadership. Some of my most 
notable accomplishments include building 
positive relationships while cultivating a 
learning culture of joy and excellence for our 

team and students.
My educational foundation includes a bach-

elor’s degree in English, education and exer-
cise and health science, complemented by a 
master’s degree in administration and a doc-
torate in leadership. Holding both elementary 
and secondary teaching certifi cates, I have 
taught and served as an administrator at all 
levels. My journey has been enriched by 
coaching high school basketball teams, for 
both boys and girls, and teaching English 
abroad in Perth, Australia, offering me a 
unique perspective on diverse educational 
systems.

In the summer of 2021, I had the privilege 
of teaching in the Dominican Republic, fur-
ther expanding my understanding of global 
education. These diverse experiences have 
honed my ability to foster positive relation-
ships with supervisors, colleagues, commu-
nity members, stakeholders and team 
members, building a robust culture amid the 
dynamic challenges of our educational land-
scape.

Dear Grosse Pointe team and community

N
ow that the football season has 
offi cially wrapped up after last 
Sunday’s Super Bowl, I want to 
start by saying how much I love 
this team! I love the 
family it has be-

come and what you represent for 
the city of Detroit. I love your 
principal owner and chair, Sheila 
Ford Hamp, and former chair 
Martha Ford, your president and 
CEO Rod Wood and his wife, 
Susan Wood, Head Coach Dan 
Campbell, General Manager 
Brad Holmes, Chris Spielman, 
Barry Sanders, the rest of the 
coaching staff and of course all of 
the players. Some of my particular favorites 
— Goff, St. Brown, Hutchinson, Anzalone, J. 
Williams, Ragnow, Decker, LaPorta, 
Montgomery, Sewell … well, it’s honestly the 
entire team. 

As a lifelong Lions fan and witnessing how 

hard you’ve worked over the past three years, 
getting to the NFC Championship is some-
thing to be so proud of and something most 
bandwagon fans never thought possible. 

Each week you were on the fi eld, 
you all played with passion and a 
desire to make your fans, the city 
of Detroit and the entire state of 
Michigan proud. The losses 
became teaching moments and 
served as inspiration to get bet-
ter. The wins were generally 
examples of the underdog grind-
ing it out and fi nding the GRIT to 
persevere.

You lifted the spirits of this city 
and state and gave so many of us 

something to get excited about. You helped 
unify groups of people that lately wouldn’t 
want to even associate with one another.

Most of you are so young, with so much to 

An open letter to the Detroit Lions

OUR VIEW

FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

G U E S T  E D I T O R I A L  By Gail Marlow

See MARLOW, page 7A

See TUTTLE, page 7A

GROSSE POINTE 7-DAY 
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1949
75 years ago this week

POLICE SCATTER 
FOR COVER: It was an 
odd-looking gadget Mrs. 
Irene Knapp found on a 
shelf in the basement of 
her house. She thought it 
had a lethal look and 
reported her fi nd to the 
police. The police recog-
nized it as a hand grenade 
and sent it down to the 
Scientific Laboratory of 
the Detroit police, where 
Lt. Payne gave it the once 
over. He sent it back to the 
Park police, tenderly, with 
the information that it was 
a “live bomb,” with 
instructions to handle 
with care.

RICHARD PUPIL 
FINDS RARE BIRD 
FOLLOWING STORM:
Recently a Richard School 
pupil, Tom Jameson, 
brought to the home of the 
principal,  Clarence 
Messner, a bird he had 
found fluttering around 
his garage. Tommy’s 
training in natural science 
at the school led him to 
know that he was holding, 
not just another sparrow 
as many an untrained per-
son would think, but a 
warbler, very uncommon 
in this part of Michigan 
even in the summer.

1974
50 years ago this week

POINTER ELECTED 
PRESIDENT OF STATE 
HUMANE SOCIETY:
James L. Schroth was 
elected president of the 
Michigan Humane Society 
at a meeting of the board 
last month. He succeeds 
Harold M. Hastings, who 
held the post for 15 years. 
Mr. Schroth is the young-
est president in the history 
of the 50-year-old organi-
zation, which operates 
humane shelters in 
Detroit, Westland and 
recently opened a new 
unit on a 10-acre site in 
Pontiac Township.

WOODS CONSIDERS 
BUS SHELTERS: The 
Southeastern Michigan 
Transportation Authority 
reported it has contacted 
all the Pointes and St. 
Clair Shores requesting 
information on the loca-
tion and numbers of bus 
shelters each community 
will need. As of this week, 
the authority reports it has 

heard from the Woods, 
Park and St. Clair Shores 
on this matter.

1999
25 years ago this week

WOODS WORKS ON 
CROSSING SYSTEM 
F O R  V I S U A L L Y 
IMPAIRED: The Grosse 
Pointe Woods City Council 
has been taking its time 
deciding on what kind of 
system to build that would 
aid the visually impaired in 
crossing busy city streets 

— and that’s not necessar-
ily a bad thing. Woods res-
ident Michael Patton of 
De t ro i t  Rece iv ing 
Hospital ’s  Visually 
Handicapped Services has 
been consulting with the 
city administration on the 
best system for the visually 
handicapped as well as the 
larger population.

SOUTH SET FOR 
FIRST BLACK HISTORY 
CELEBRATION: Grosse 
Pointe South High School 
has set the agenda for a 
day-long celebration of 
Black History Month on 
Feb. 17. Among guest 
speakers for the fi rst-ever 
Black History Symposium, 
artist Tyree Guyton will 
discuss urban art. Guyton 

is best known for the con-
troversial Heidelberg 
Project that was disman-
tled recently by order of 
Detroit Mayor Dennis 
Archer.

2014
10 years ago this week

WAR MEMORIAL HAS 
NEW LEADER: Charles 
Burke looks forward to a 
new challenge as he takes 
over as president and CEO 
of the Grosse Pointe War 
Memorial. Burke has 
served as the senior direc-
tor of education for the 
Detro i t  Symphony 

Orchestra and the artistic 
director of the Civic Youth 
Ensembles for the past 15 
years.

RESIDENTS ANGRY 
AFTER HARWOOD 
VOTE: Residents angry 
over the performance of 
school superintendent 
Thomas Harwood spoke 
out at Monday night’s 
Grosse Pointe Public 
School System Board of 
Education meeting, asking 
the board to delay accep-
tance of a performance 
evaluation rating Harwood 
“overall effective” in his 
job. Residents questioned 
the rating, citing several 
issues that have come to 
the forefront in recent 
months.

TECHNOLOGY ON 
DISPLAY: There was 
something for everyone as 
the Grosse Pointe Public 
School System brought 
students and staff together 
at a Technology Showcase 
to demonstrate how com-
puters and related devices 
are used in classrooms 
throughout the district. 
From elementary school 
students using hand-held 
devices to assist with read-
ing and math lessons to 
high school students using 
computer-aided design 
software applications for 
architectural plans, the 
event highlighted how 
technology is becoming 
an intricate part of the 
education process.
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I  S AY  By Mike Adzima

I
n the wake of 
Sunday’s Super 
Bowl, we are now, 
sadly, offi cially at 
the end of football 
season. It was 

quite the fall and winter, 
especially with the incredi-
ble season the Detroit 
Lions had. But ultimately, 
the Kansas City Chiefs 
ended up on top of the 
football world yet again, 
becoming the NFL’s fi rst 
repeat champions in 20 
years and offi cially taking 
over the mantle as this 
generation’s football dy-
nasty. 

For much of my life, the 

ever-present dynasty in 
professional football was 
the New England Patriots 
run by Tom Brady. I 
mean, they even had two 
different dynasties in my 
lifetime, when I was a 
younger kid in the 2000s 
and then in the mid- to 
late-2010s when I was a 
young adult.

The Chiefs’ victory in 
Super Bowl LVIII this past 
Sunday marked the 
team’s third champion-
ship in the last fi ve sea-
sons. In my eyes, that 
constitutes a dynasty and 
it seems like Kansas City 
won’t be slowing down 
anytime soon. 

It certainly helps when 
your franchise quarter-
back is Patrick Mahomes, 
who I believe fi rmly solid-
ifi ed his place alongside 
Brady in the “GOAT” con-
versation by winning his 
third Super Bowl at age 
28. He plays the game 

with the level of confi-
dence, precision and cre-
ativity we have really only 
seen before from some-
one like Brady, but 
Mahomes might do it 
even better. 

Love him or hate him, it 
seems like Patrick 
Mahomes willing his team 
to victory in the biggest 
moments is almost inevi-
table at this point, just like 
it was with Brady. I didn’t 
always like it when Brady 
would do it and I think, as 
the Chiefs dynasty rolls 
on, I’ll become fatigued 
with their success as well, 
but man, do I respect how 
good Mahomes is. 

It just feels like the 
Chiefs are here to stay, at 
least for the foreseeable 
future. The thing is, I 
didn’t expect the next 
NFL dynasty to arrive so 
quickly. Having these 
dynasties in professional 
football practically one 

after the other makes me 
appreciate some of the 
greatness I’ve been able to 
see in my lifetime. 

Dynasties are a tricky 
thing in sports. We like to 
see them rise because 
often they start as under-
dogs. Then, while they’re 
at the peak of their suc-
cess, we get tired and 
want to see someone take 
them down. Once they’re 
finally taken down, we 
look back and have some 
appreciation for the talent 
we got to see.

The Chiefs almost cer-
tainly will endure that 
cycle, if they aren’t in the 
middle of it already. There 
are already plenty of peo-
ple out there who resent 
Mahomes for winning a 
third ring at such a young 
age. However, my goal is 
to try and appreciate his 
greatness and the great-
ness of the Chiefs as a 
whole while their run of 

success is happening, for 
however long is left. 

Of course, the one 
caveat is wanting to see 
them dethroned by my 
beloved Lions (who 
already have been given 

the fourth-best odds to 
win next year’s Super 
Bowl by the sportsbooks 
in Las Vegas), so here’s to 
hoping we will be talking 
about that this time next 
year.

Football’s next dynasty has offi cially arrived

look forward to in both your professional 
careers and personal lives. Don’t allow a 
loss or an obstacle to block your potential 
for greatness.

I’ve often said that my nonprofi t organi-
zation, the Motor City Mitten Mission 
(MCMM), parallels the Detroit Lions in that 
we both aim to make the lives of Detroiters 
better. Specifi cally, MCMM is dedicated to 
helping the homeless, a group that often 

has little expectations and consistently has 
so many obstacles to overcome. 

This season was an example of how you 
can beat the odds, prove the doubters 
wrong and illustrate that HOPE and believ-
ing in your abilities can make you achieve 
things others say are impossible.

I’m so excited for next season because I 
know you’re going to be even more hungry 
for success. And if you think this city was 
excited this season, just wait until next sea-
son. You all have nearly an entire country 
believing in you and rooting for you. So 
keep your heads up and keep striving for 

greatness!
Thank you for one heck of an exciting 

season (and a reason to throw a few par-
ties!)

Much Love,
Miss Gail

Gail Marlow is executive director and 
founder of Motor City Mitten Mission, a 
Michigan-based 501(c)3 nonprofi t organi-
zation dedicated to helping the homeless, 
needy, sick and those striving for a better 
way of life. For more information or to help, 
visit motorcitymittenmission.org.

On a personal note, I have been married 
to my husband, John, for 23 years and 
together we have two children who attended 
Owosso Public Schools. As parents, we 
were delighted with the experience and 
opportunities afforded to our children in 
the public schools. Currently, my daughter 
is a junior studying biology at the University 
of Michigan, while my son is a freshman at 
the University of Michigan Ross School of 
Business. My husband transitioned from 
technology to healthcare in 2008 and is cur-
rently a registered nurse serving as a hos-
pital case manager and public school nurse.

I am an advocate for preschool through 
12th grade public school education and all 
the opportunities that public schools pro-
vide, from advanced curricular opportuni-
ties to a plethora of extra-curricular 
opportunities. I am passionate about early 
childhood education and will ensure that 
our youngest learners receive an education 

that will nurture them while also challeng-
ing them academically; even our youngest 
students should be challenged to meet their 
potential and achieve at their ability level. 
When students graduate from Grosse 
Pointe, my aspiration is for them to emerge 
as knowledgeable and compassionate indi-
viduals capable of critical thinking, risk-
taking, problem-solving, effective 
communication, inquiry and reflection, 
leading well-balanced lives as lifelong 
learners who are productive members of 
society.

My commitment is deeply rooted in the 
belief that all students can reach their 
potential and the school district is the gate-
way to providing opportunities and support 
for their growth. I advocate for education 
that is relevant, engaging, rigorous and 
applicable to real-world scenarios.

As your superintendent, I am wholeheart-
edly committed to a triad of listening, learn-
ing and sharing. As I step into the role of 
GPPSS superintendent, my focus will be on 
engaging with various groups and stake-
holders: students, teachers, parents, princi-

pals, school district administrators, other 
staff members, community and business 
leaders and local and state offi cials. I intend 
to invest time in understanding the dis-
trict’s most celebrated achievements and its 
most pressing challenges. Amid the intrica-
cies of leading a school district, I maintain 
a robust sense of humor and relish the pro-
cess of building meaningful relationships 
with students, colleagues and community 
members.

For leisure, I am an avid participant in 
water activities, from boating to SCUBA 
diving, and I hold a passion for athletics, 
particularly baseball, basketball, softball 
and downhill skiing. An admirer of the arts, 
I fi nd joy in watching musical productions 
ranging from school performances to com-
munity plays to Broadway shows.

Joining the distinguished team in Grosse 
Pointe and collaborating to enhance our 
collective successes fi lls me with excite-
ment and dedication.

With enthusiasm,
DR. ANDREA C. TUTTLE

Superintendent

TUTTLE:
Continued from page 6A

MARLOW:
Continued from page 6A
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cares? 
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We want to hear from you!

It slayed!
It stunk.
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All weekly winners will be invited to the end of year Athlete of the Year 

Awards Gala – with top athletes winning scholarships!
Submit online at:
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In a few short weeks, 
Chad Blair’s longtime 
dream of opening a fit-
ness center — one that 
focuses on individuals in 
small-group settings — 
will become reality with 
the opening of HIGH10 
Personal Training.

“A scale of one to 10 
shows something’s poten-
tial,” Blair said, explain-
ing the name of his new 
business. “In coaching, I 
love having the ability to 
see potential in somebody 
when they may not see it 
t h e m s e l v e s .  W i t h 
HIGH10, it’s the pursuit 
of the highest potential.”

When designing the 
business, Blair said he 
took everything he didn’t 
like from past fitness 
experiences and fl ipped 
the script. 

“When I think about fi t-
ness, I want to reach out 
to an untapped market,” 
the Grosse Pointe Woods 
resident said. “When you 
look at promotions and 
advertisements for fi tness 
centers, it’s always good-
looking, already-fi t peo-
ple. That’s not most 
people. People can be 
turned off by that or not 
feel comfortable. We 
accept all ages and fi tness 
levels — we take anybody 
who wants to improve 
their wellness — but we 
specialize in ages 40 to 
69.”

Instead of an instructor 
expecting 20 or 30 stu-
dents to complete the 
same regimen, HIGH10 
takes the opposite 
approach by offering 
small-group personal 
training, focusing on four 
to six people at a time.

“It’s customized and 
one on one, but there’s 
accountability and the 
community feel of a group 
setting,” Blair said. “We 

tailor the routine to each 
individual in the session.”

Clients of HIGH10 
begin their journey with a 
Start Point Session — a 
requirement for member-
ship.

“When you go into a 
gym setting, typically the 
person running the gym 
will tell you all about the 
gym,” Blair said. “I invest 
in learning about you 
instead of telling you 
about us.”

Through that process, 
clear and intentional 
goals are discussed and a 
path to reach them is 
molded.

“Second, we do a func-
tional movement screen,” 
he continued. “This 
doesn’t happen anywhere 
else. Before we do a ses-
sion, we want to see 
where the pain exists in 
your movement.”

Clients are scored in 
seven different move-
ments such as squats, 
shoulder strength and 
core stability.

“Off of that score, we 

know when you come in 
to modify the program 
that’s best for you,” he 
said. “It’s a prewritten 
program I design that’s 
programmed to the age 
bracket we’re trying to 
serve.

“… After we reach 35, 
we lose our ability to pro-
duce power,” he added. 
“Our main goal is func-
tional strength training. 
What do you like to do in 
your life? How do you 
spend your time at work? 
How do you spend your 
time with family and 
friends? Knowing that, 
we put you in those posi-
tions and build your 
strength so you can do the 
things you like to do with 
more ease and less pain.”

Each session ends with 
fi ve minutes of “metabolic 
fi nishes.”

“That could be an extra 
focus on a specifi c area of 
the body or a fun burst of 
cardio,” Blair said. “It’s 
where the camaraderie is 
built.

“… Fitness today is all 
HIIT style — high-inten-

sity interval training,” he 
added. “I rephrase it to 
high-integrity interval 
training. We want to build 
you up, not break you 
down. If your knees hurt 
when you squat, we’re 
not going to force inten-
sity on you. We’ll work 
with you to get the move-
ment down, slowly add 
strength and build the 
intensity to get you 
strong.”

Clients come in on a 
recurring schedule, so 
there’s no wait for equip-
ment or attention.

“You never have to 
compete for your time 
slot,” Blair said. “If you 
don’t show up, we reach 
out to see how we can 
support you. And you get 
accountability from oth-
ers in your session.”

Blair has dedicated 
nearly 20 years to the fi t-
ness industry. His interest 
started while playing 
football at Wayne State 
University, where he 
earned a bachelor’s 
degree in exercise physi-
ology and a master’s 
degree in education. For 
four years, he taught, 

coached and trained in 
New Buffalo, where he 
made some important 
connections.

“New Buffalo is kind of 
a beach town,” he said. 
“It’s an hour away from 
Chicago. People from 
Chicago have second 
homes in New Buffalo.”

One of those people 
invited him to Chicago to 
work with Jim Karas, a 
personal trainer whose 
clients include “X-Men” 
actor Hugh Jackman.

“Jim Karas is big in the 
celebrity world,” Blair 
said. “That got me into 
training the general popu-
lation, but also training 
professional athletes.”

After a year and a half, 
Blair was wooed back to 
Michigan after meeting 
Craig Cutler, general 
manager of the Country 
Club of Detroit. Blair 
managed the fi tness facil-
ity at CCD three years 
before the pandemic hit. 
He moved back to 
Chicago to serve as direc-
tor of fi tness at the private 
health and wellness stu-
dio, BIÂN.

Nearly three years 
later, the call to come 
back home was strong. 
Blair and his wife, 
Vanessa — the high 
school sweethearts were 
married in 2017 — 
decided to move closer to 
their families. They 
moved to the Woods in 
December 2022.

“It’s taken a year to fi nd 
a location,” he said of 
HIGH10, which will open 
later this month next to 
Stretch Lab on Mack.

HIGH10 plans to soft 
launch the week of Feb. 
19, with a full opening the 
week of Feb. 26. In the 
interim, the owner of 

RAMP has let Blair use 
space to conduct Start 
Point Sessions.

“Everyone’s been wel-
coming,” Blair said. “This 
feels like the right time to 
do this. It can be a stress-
ful time for a new startup, 
to gain members before 
we even open. Hopefully 
people will want to stay.”

So far 61 memberships 
have been locked in.

“We’ll cap out at 110 
members,” Blair said, not-
ing several of his CCD cli-
ents are on board.

“It’s a higher price 
point, but you’ll notice a 
difference in the service,” 
he added. “We’re not just 
there to support you in 
the session. Your ability 
to achieve your goals 
doesn’t just happen in 
session. We’re here to 
help you achieve in ses-
sion and out. We’re here 
for everybody.”

Memberships are 
monthly, so there’s no 
longterm commitment. 

“If this is not the right 
fi t — and it won’t be for 
everybody — that’s OK.”

HIGH10 Personal 
Training can be found on 
Facebook and Instagram 
@high10_fitness. For 
more information or to 
sign up for a Start Point 
Session, visit high10
personaltraining.com and 
click the “talk to a trainer” 
tab, or scan the QR code 
below.

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Small-group personal training valued at HIGH10

High10 members high-fi ve after a workout.

From left, High10 members Gerald Piro, Dr. David Balle, Diane Paglino, Patty 
Lesha and Victoria Strickler stand with founder Chad Blair.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF CHAD BLAIR

Diane Paglino, Patty Lesha and Dr. David Balle are 
all smiles while performing a dumbbell exercise.

High10 founder Chad Blair.
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In conjunction with:

32 Lake Shore Drive, Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236 

W:  FamilyCenterHelps.org •  T: 313 447 1374

For parents and caregivers looking for supportive 

opportunities for their neuro-diverse children.

Families welcome. Quiet room with self-directed activities available. 

Featuring a wide variety of educational, recreational,

and occupational resources along with mental health, legal, 

and government services.

SPECIAL NEEDS 
RESOURCE FAIR

2nd Annual

Wednesday, February 28 | 3:30pm-7:30pm
The War Memorial

32 Lake Shore Dr. Grosse Pointe Farms

Free Event - Open to Everyone
40+ Vendors
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reserve any rights under 
defamation,” Cotton 
responded.

The issue fi rst came to 
light at the end of a 
closed session the board 
held before its regular 
meeting last week. As the 
board went back into 
open session, St. John 
made a motion to give all 
trustees except Ismail 
access to what she 
termed “the report.” The 
motion was seconded by 
Trustee Colleen Worden. 
St. John and Worden 
voted in favor, but it 
failed 5-2, with Secretary 
Lisa Papas, Treasurer 
Terry Collins, Trustee 
Ginny Jeup, Cotton and 
Ismail voting no.

The Grosse Pointe 
News has read a two-
page summary of the 
report stemming from an 
investigation conducted 
by the law firm Miller 
Johnson and a three-
page determination writ-
ten by then-Interim 
Superintendent Chris 
Fenton.

According to Miller 
Johnson, Ismail made the 
comment that the board 
had plans to “push out” 
the two employees while 
talking to an unnamed 
administrator who no 
longer is with the district. 
The summary indicated 
Ismail and the adminis-
trator were talking “as 
that employee was con-
templating a job offer to 
leave GPPSS.”

Miller Johnson also 
said Ismail and that 
employee were the only 
two present during the 
conversation.

According to Fenton’s 
determinat ion,  the 
employees in question 
subsequently fi led com-
plaints against Ismail 
with the district’s human 
resources director. 
Neither document details 
how the two became 
aware of Ismail’s com-
ment.

Fenton went on to 
write, “an alleged board 
plan to terminate particu-
lar employees would not 
be illegal unless it vio-
lated the employees’ con-
tracts and/or amounted to 

discrimination prohibited 
by law.”

Miller Johnson also 
determined Ismail’s com-
ment was not “sexist,” 
saying there was no evi-
dence of “gender bias/
harassment against the 
complainants.” The exec-
utive summary made no 
mention of racist com-
ments.

In a subsequent email, 
St. John told the Grosse 
Pointe News, “You are 
correct that the executive 
summary does not men-
tion the allegations of 
racism. The complain-
ants did not have grounds 
to bring that particular 
matter to HR, even 
though it was one of their 
concerns.”

Miller Johnson also 
determined neither 
Ismail nor the board had 
“taken any actions rela-
tive to complainants indi-
cating an attempt to 
terminate” their employ-
ment, but that he had 
engaged in “retaliatory 
behavior toward the com-
plainants.”

Fenton, however, dis-
agreed there was any 
retaliation.

Writing in his determi-
nation, Fenton said, “In 
support, he (the Miller 
Johnson investigator) 
cited two instances — one 
with respect to each com-
plainant — that could be 
explained as retaliatory 
conduct, but could also 
be explained as simple 
communications failure. 
(The investigator’s) 
explanation for his con-
clusion is not well-docu-
mented or persuasive.”

The executive sum-
mary also found Ismail’s 
comments were “in 
response to actions taken 
against Mr. Frank 
Sumbera.”

“As many in the com-
munity know, Frank 
Sumbera was a staff 
member at Grosse Pointe 
North and a legendary 
coach,” Ismail said in a 
written statement. “I very 
much wanted to have the 
athletic fi elds named for 
him and put together a 
resolution for the board 
to vote on. This was 
viewed by the complain-
ants as somehow per-
sonal to them and they 
made offi cial complaints.

“Nothing was found 
from this investigation to 
show that I committed 
any gender harassment, 
gender bias or racial 
harassment whatsoever,” 
I s m a i l  c o n t i n u e d . 
“Statements made by 
Valarie St. John to the 
contrary are completely 
unfounded and untrue. It 
is unfortunate that she 
weaponized this investi-
gation at a board meet-
ing.”

The executive sum-
mary encouraged the dis-
trict to “engage in diffi cult 
discussions” about issues, 
including what the inves-
tigator termed:

◆ the board’s role in 
the district,

◆ the evident divide 
between the North and 
South communities in 
GPPSS and

◆ the wisdom of nam-
ing a field after an 
employee who was termi-
nated.

Fenton wrote that one 
person Miller Johnson 
interviewed said naming 
the baseball fi eld at North 
after Sumbera would be 
“viewed in the commu-
nity as ‘a middle fi nger’ 
to the complainants.”

According to a Grosse 
Pointe News article 
posted July 19, 2018, 
Sumbera said he was 
fi red as North’s football 
and baseball coach the 
month prior during a 
meeting with the two 
complainants and the 
d i s t r i c t ’ s  h u m a n 
resources director. The 
district said the hall of 
fame coach verbally 
resigned.

The incident was 
spurred by reports that 
after giving a player a 
demonstration on bun-
ting during baseball 
prac t ice ,  Sumbera 
flipped the bat back to 
the player, who wasn’t 
paying attention. The bat 
hit the player, causing his 
nose to bleed.

In his conclusion, 
Fenton wrote, “Since I 
have no authority to 
sanction a board mem-
ber, and since the results 
of the investigation 
would not support sanc-
tions even if I had the 
authority, no conse-
quences are being 
imposed.”

BOE:
Continued from page 1A

THE GROSSE POINTES 
— The GP Foundation 
for STEAAM Support 
(science, technology, en-
gineering, arts, athletics 
and mathematics) has 
awarded $162,000 for 16 
projects within the 
Grosse Pointe Public 
School System.

The grants  were 
announced at the Board 
of Education meeting 
Tuesday, Feb. 6. Dozens 
of students and their 
families were on hand, 
including various robot-
ics teams and the Grosse 

Pointe South High 
School wrestling team.

“We were so impressed 
with the applications we 
received,” said Jennifer 
Kendall, president of the 
foundation. “We are 
grateful to the staff who 
put the time in to apply.”

The single largest 
grant was $50,000 for 
the relocation and 
enhancement of the art 
department at Grosse 
Pointe South as it transi-
t ions from the IA 
Building into the main 
school.

Right behind, $24,662 
will buy fi ve AED (auto-
mated external defi bril-

lator) machines and 
outdoor storage units 
placed at Grosse Pointe 
North High School at the 
baseball fi eld and track. 
Another $20,000 will go 
toward  ins t rument 
replacement at North 
and Parcells Middle 
School. 

Three of the grants 
will go toward robotics 
teams, including $7,500 
in general support for 
Gearheads, $5,700 for a 
utility trailer for the all-
female Botmasterz and 
$4,700 for equipment 
and a fi eld trip for the 
Parcells Middle School 
team.

Science students at 
South will benefi t from 
an $8,500 grant for a 
machine that is able to 
measure light emissions. 
Another $8,500 will pur-
chase an augmented and 
alternative communica-
tion device that speech 
and language therapists 
can use at several build-
ings across the district.

Maire, Kerby, Ferry 
and Defer elementary 
schools will get $2,000 
each for a program called 
STEAM and Sports at 
the Ballpark, a program 
at Comerica Park spon-
sored by the Detroit 
Tigers that involves 

STEAM activities fol-
lowed by a Tigers game.

Mason Elementary 
School will get $900 to 
purchase two spike hubs 
used to connect sensors 
and motors for its LEGO 
robotics class.

The Brownell and 
Parcells after-school 
rocket club gets $725 to 
create and decorate 
rockets, and the South 
drama depar tment 
receives $750 for a pro-
duction of “Romeo and 
Juliet.”

“After reading the 
applications, I was think-
ing I want to be in all of 
these classes,” Kendall 

laughed. “They all sound 
amazing.”

The foundation made 
its fi rst grants to GPPSS 
last  year,  total ing 
$603,000. That included 
$403,000 for a new score-
board at South’s multi-
purpose athletic field, 
$100,000 toward an 
accessible playground at 
Mason and $100,000 for 
district-wide musical 
instrument replacement.

The donation was 
approved 6-0 by the 
board, with President 
Sean Cotton abstaining 
as his mother and sister-
in-law help run the foun-
dation.

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

STEAAM foundation announces grants

Sports Mass offered at St. Clare
St. Clare of Montefalco Catholic 

Church, 1401 Whitter, Grosse Pointe 
Park, will hold its annual sports Mass 
at 9 a.m. Sunday, Feb. 18.

“This is an opportunity to use 
sports as a unifying tool, bringing the 
community together to share and 

give thanks for their God-given tal-
ents and efforts,” the Rev. Andrew 
Kowalczyk said.

Guest lectors will be Matt Shepard 
of Bally Sports Detroit and longtime 
Detroit  Pistons trainer Mike 
Abdenour.

Music 
notes
Saturday, Feb. 3, all of 
University Liggett 
School’s upper school 
orchestra and select 
band students partici-
pated in the MSBOA 
District XVI High 
School Solo & 
Ensemble festival in 
Rochester. They prepared solos, duets and trios to perform for a panel of adjudicators. ULS students came 
home with 17 Division I superior ratings, 22 Division II excellent ratings and three Division III good rat-
ings. Select students who earned a Division I superior rating will have the opportunity to participate in fes-
tival at the state level in March.

University Liggett School junior Lilly Montgomery 
was selected to participate in the MSBOA District 
XVI Jazz All Stars. Montgomery will perform with 
the Jazz All Stars at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 16, at 
Lakeview High School.COURTESY PHOTOS
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By Donna Zetterlund
Special Writer

          hen my new puppy joined our 
home a few months ago, I thought I 
had everything covered. 

After years researching the breed 
I was seeking, hours delving deep 
into countless internet tips on how 
to introduce existing household pets, 

felt totally and completely prepared 

Then the puppy came.
No matter how much you ready 

and steady yourself, life has a way of 
surprising you with reality.

Puppy Romeo is incredible. He is 
sweet, smart, funny and loving. And 
he also does what some puppies do: 
Barks at every minutely discernible 
noise (and fellow dog that pops up 
on the TV screen); assumes oriental 
rugs are just extra large potty train
ing pads; and brings gross “presents” 
that I never imagined I would hold in 
my hand, including some from the 

world puppy stuff was happening. 
I needed help. 
Serenity Dog Training came to my 

rescue. After seeing an ad in this very 
newspaper, I thought the business 
looked cool and that the owner and 
I might be on the same wavelength 

or 
anyone seeking help with obedience 
training... 

Find a trainer you jibe with 
Todd Hastings, trainer and owner 

of Serenity Dog Training in St. Clair 
Shores, approaches his work from a 
place of great respect for the natural 
animal. This was important to me, as I 
strongly feel a pet is not property but 
a fellow neighbor on this planet Earth, 
with a very different set of instincts, 
needs and expectations than humans. 

This philosphy is central to Hast

thought my beliefs were, there were 
times I was ready to cave, put the dog 
in a sweater and ask him to please 
stop barking and recite some po
etry. Luckily, our teacher was there, 
steady and calm, to ground me and 
remind me that dogs will be dogs and 
successful training is not changing 
their intrinsic nature — but instead  

tation. Having a trainer with a simi
lar ideology will help remind you of 
your convictions when you are in the 
trenches.

You are being trained too
You may not get the Milk Bone, but 

the classes are mostly for you. Hast
ings is honest about the fact that he 

is training people as much (or more) 
than the pets. His goal is to create 
“mindful canine leaders” from his cli
ents, leaders who lead with compas
sion and awareness of pack mentality. 

week course, the fact that I was being 

As I struggled to remember  sequences 
of commands, hand gestures and pos
tures, I looked at my puppy with great 
compassion. I was happy our instruc
tor was patient and kind with both hu
man and doggie, so I never felt pres
sured or silly for missing my mark. 

The lessons Hastings provided 
were always straightforward and 
made complete sense, and as each 
new lesson clicked with parent and 
puppy, we were elated!

Keep an open mind

assumed into the training sessions  
with you. But leave some room for 

why they are there, after all. 
Once I made the big decision to 

allow myself to be trainable, little 
miracles began to happen. Suddenly, 
my little guy and I were in sync, both 
of us repeating and acing the work  —
and having fun. 

too. He took my thoughts in, made 
smart suggestions and allowed our 
pet/parent relationship to blossom 
in its own customized way. This 
was very reassuring and practical. 
And it worked.

Do your homework
The sessions are a setup for the 

practice you will do during the  
week until your next session.

Like everything in life, the more 
we practiced the better we got. And 
the teacher really noticed when 
we had done our homewark and 
that encouraged us to keep going 
and build on what we had learned 
in previous weeks. I could feel us 
gaining traction and it was exciting.

Let’s play!
One of the most powerful lessons 

I receieved from Hastings was to 
make learning playful. Keeping the 
training fun allows the dog to be re

more beautifully and thoroughly 
when you are having fun together. 

Our teacher was intuitive about 
when it was time to take a little 
break to rest or play for a few min
utes, so that our sessions contined to 
be happy times for the puppy. 

to the dog park or pet store so that the

settings. We “graduated” at the local 
pet supply store, which was a sensory 
wonderland for little Romeo. Our 
teacher helped us navigate the sights 
and sounds and even shop for treats.

Overall, I was thrilled with all we 
learned. Our course covered all the 
basic commands for safety and good 
manners indoors and while walking 
outdoors on a leash. Hastings also 
offered lots of information on dog 
behavior, feeding and health that 
proved invaluable.  

If you are considering obedience 
training for your dog, there are 
many options. Having a personal 
(dog) trainer was the right one for 
us. I loved that they could to come 
right to our home, where my new 
little pal was most comforatble and 
not distracted by other dogs and 
bright, shiny objects. 

To contact Serenity Dog Training, 

serenitydogtraining.org.

In-home dog obedience coaching
Tips from a puppy mom who learned much from Serenity Dog Training

PETS

W

Adopt Peta Every pet deserves a home.
GROSSE POINTE ANIMAL ADOPTION SOCIETY • gpaas.org 

Todd Hastings, above, owner 
of Serenity Dog Training, holds  
recent graduate Romeo.

PHOTO BY DONNA ZETTERLUND

Clove
Female, 8 months old,

Shorthair, Brown Tabby.

To adopt this cat
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

JEFFERY TORRICE

(313) 881-0200

(313) 882-6900
JEFFERY TORRICE

(313) 881-0200

Male, 10 months old, 
Shorthair, Gray.

To adopt this cat
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551
SPONSORED BY:

Male, 10 months old,
Shorthair, Black
To adopt this cat

please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551
SPONSORED BY:

Peppa Salem
Female, 9 months old,
Shorthair, Tortoiseshell.

ROY O’BRIEN
SUZANNE STERR CLEM

(586) 601-1401

To adopt this cat
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

Daph n e

Remy Lucas
Male, 2 years old, American

Buldog Mix, Brown/White, 55lbs.

(586) 774-0090

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

Male, 2 years old, Labrador
Retriever Mix, Black, 55lbs.

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

(313) 885-6095
JEFFERY TORRICE

Zuri
Female, 18 months old, Pitbull 

Terrier, Gold/Brindle, 50lbs.

(313) 881-0200

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551
SPONSORED BY:

02
15

24

Greta Handsome Rona

Male, 18 months old, Boxer 
Mix, Brindle/White, 40lbs.

JEFFERY TORRICE

(313) 881-0200

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551
SPONSORED BY:

Female, 4 years old, German 
Shepherd, Black/Tan, 50lbs.

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551
SPONSORED BY:

(313) 881-5675

(586) 415-6700

Female, 3 years old, Mixed 
Breed, Black/White, 40lbs.

(313) 882-7233

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

Female, 2 years old, German 
Shepherd, Sable, 50lbs.

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

Male, 4 years old, Yorkshire 
Terrier Mix, Gold, 8lbs.

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

Wendell Nova

JEFFERY TORRICE

Apollo
Male, 3 years old, American 
Bulldog Mix, Tricolor, 65lbs.

(313) 881-0200

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551
SPONSORED BY:

(313) 343-6494
DAN BATTJES

Animals available for adoption at

GROSSE POINTE
ANIMAL ADOPTION 
SOCIETY 

OPEN HOUSE 
EVERY 

SATURDAY
10am -12 pm 

for
cats and dogs20542 Harper (at Lennon) in Harper Woods  

(313) 884-1551  • www.gpaas.org
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WE'VE MOVED
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Integrity. Heritage. Lifestyle.

2023 Top Producer at Higbie Maxon Agney.

Melissa Singh
melissa@higbiemaxon.com
313-886-3400
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People in need of help 
making home repairs are 
asked to give First 
English Evangelical 
Lutheran Church a call.

In anticipation of the 
arrival of up to 400 volun-
teers who are looking for 
projects to complete, the 
Grosse Pointe Woods 
church is recruiting 
nearby homeowners 
whose abodes could use 
a little TLC.

In partnership with 
nonprofi t Group Mission 
Trips, First English is co-
sponsoring Workcamp, 
during which volunteer 
youths and adults from 
across the country will 
spend one week this sum-
mer making porch 
repairs, building wheel-
chair ramps, repairing 
steps and completing 
other tasks at local 
houses. Most of the work 
will be done by church 
youth group members; 
there will be at least one 
adult for every fi ve stu-
dents and projects are 
overseen by experienced 
builders.

Through the partner-
ship, Group Mission 
Trips is in charge of 
recruiting laborers. 

“We’re not marketing 
for people to come; that’s 
their job,” said Renata 
Conger, parish education 
and youth ministry coor-
dinator at First English. 
“Our jobs are raising 
funds and fi nding homes 
in need of repair. 
Residents in need of help, 
they don’t have to prove 
anything to us; if some-
one says they need help, 
we help them.”

The church’s biggest 
ask at the moment is for 
people seeking help to 
sign up. Typically, 
Workcamp focuses on 
residential home repairs 
for the elderly, disabled, 
low-income families and 
veterans.

“There are often people 
in need, a lot of older peo-
ple,” the Rev. Sean 
Motley said. “There 
comes a point where you 
can’t go up on a ladder 
anymore. Or you don’t 
have the money to pay 
people (to do the work). 
We want people to get 
that assistance.

“It can be diffi cult for 
people to say, ‘I need 
help,’” he added. “Their 
pride gets in the way. But 
that’s why we’re here for 
each other.”

While volunteers won’t 
be installing entire new 
roofs or rewiring houses, 
they’ll tackle more rea-

sonable tasks throughout 
the week. Adults guide 
teens through the repair 
process, instructing, 
supervising and even 
pitching in themselves. 

“They’ll do interior and 
exterior painting, build a 
new wheelchair ramp or 
repair an old ramp, repair 
a porch or a deck,” 
Conger said. “Anything 
outdoors and with lum-
ber.

“… We can’t make any 
guarantees until we show 
up at the house and start 
work,” she added, “but 
everything you want to 
do, we’ll do what we can 
to get it done.”

“The thrill as an adult is 
putting them on (tasks) 
they’ve never done,” 
Motley added. “They’re 
building confidence in 
themselves by getting the 
chance. … And there’s 
faith growth that hap-
pens with the kids.”

Conger agreed. 
“This younger genera-

tion, they want to put 
their faith into action,” 
she said. “This is a multi-
sensory faith experience 
for them. On the crews, 
you’re not with kids you 
know. You start as 
strangers and leave as 
family.”

Though the project still 
is several months away, 
right now is “crunch 
time” at First English, 
which means reviewing 
applications, making site 
visits to measure projects 
and assess safety, and 
pulling permits if needed. 
The early work is so the 
projects can get started 
soon after students 
arrive.

“On July 8, a group of 
five teens and an adult 
will roll up (to each site) 
and work from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m.,” Conger said. 
“They’ll bring their own 
lunches, but they’ll invite 
the resident to come and 
have lunch with them, to 
do a devotion with them. 

What these kids really 
want is to build a rela-
tionship with the resi-
dent. They want to serve 
that person.”

This year’s Workcamp 
theme is “Infl uencers.”

“Whether we think so 
or not, everyone is an 
infl uencer in some way 
or another,” reads the 
2024 Group Mission 
Trips catalog. “Everything 
we do is watched by our 
friends, family, peers and 
others around us, making 
an impression and hav-
ing infl uence. The goal of 
this year’s program is to 
help students navigate 
the many influences in 
their lives and encourage 
them to look toward 
Jesus, the greatest infl u-
encer of all time, so they 
use their infl uence to pos-
itively change their cul-
ture.”

Faith-based experi-
ences will occur daily 
during the event. Outside 
of home repairs, the week 
will include daily wor-
ship, devotions and 
prayers among all partic-

ipants.
“We call it a ‘Kingdom 

of God experience,’” 
Conger said. “Among 
friends and strangers, 
there’s a common goal. 
They’re united in Christ.”

At the end of the week, 
everyone gathers for a 
party and to review their 
accomplishments. The 
residents who received 
the work also are invited.

“The kids share their 

experiences,” Conger 
said. “There’s lots of hug-
ging and crying.”

In addition to search-
ing for houses, First 
English was charged with 
raising funds for the proj-
ects, so all repairs are 
done at no cost to home-
owners.

“There are no material 
costs or labor costs,” she 
said. “… Our congrega-
tion has already raised 

over $25,000 to make this 
happen.”

Another facet of the 
program the church 
already covered is lodg-
ing for up to 400 visitors, 
made possible through a 
partnership with Grosse 
Pointe North High 
School.

“These are all volun-
teers,” Conger said. 

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

First English Church seeks 
homes to repair this summer

Help is on the way

COURTESY PHOTOS

Above, Renata Conger adds a fresh coat to a house 
in need of a paint job. Left, three crews from differ-
ent churches and states teamed up to build a huge 
deck. The team included Conger’s brother, Adolf 
Lane, on the far right.

Left, Jack 
Bidigare, a 2023 
graduate of 
Grosse Pointe 
North High 
School, builds a 
deck with a new 
friend made at 
Workcamp. 
Below, Camden 
Baker, currently 
a ninth grader at 
Grosse Pointe 
North High 
School, helped 
stain a new 
porch railing for 
a resident in 
East Bank, W.V.

See HELP, page 2B
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“They’ll be eating and 
sleeping at North.”

M o t l e y  t h a n k e d 
Principal Kate Murray 
a n d  f o r m e r 
Superintendent Jon Dean 
for helping make the 
partnership happen, as 
well as Assistant Principal 
Michelle Davis for 
accommodating repre-
sentatives from Group 
Mission Trips during a 
recent tour of the school.

“(The volunteers are) 
paying for their own food 
and utilities, so there’s no 
burden on the school,” 

Conger said, noting that 
youth from First English, 
who also have registered 
and paid to participate, 
will sleep at the high 
school, too, “even though 
they live down the street.”

Given the hundreds of 
homes that have been 
t rans formed  s ince 
Workcamp was created 
in 1990, Motley said not 
only are households 
impacted by the work, 
but lives are transformed 
simply by knowing some-
one cares.

“I want them to know 
God hears their cry; God 
h e a r s  t h e m  a n d 
responds,” he said. “It 
would be awesome to do 

this every year and have 
that longterm impact.”

Those interested in 
signing up for home 
repairs may visit the 
church’s website at feelc.
org or call (313) 884-
5040.

The deadline to apply is 
Friday, March 1.

“We’re pulling permits 
in multiple cities, so we 
need people to sign up 
now,” Conger said. 

“The sooner they sign 
up, the better,” added 
Motley, who said projects 
must be located within a 
30-minute drive from 
First English. “Our goal is 
to have enough work for 
everybody to do.”

COURTESY PHOTO

This Workcamp house was worked on by Renata Conger and her crew.

HELP:
Continued from page 1B

Michigan Republican 
Party Youth Vice Chair 
Rylee Linting will speak to 
the Eastside Republican 
Club at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
Feb. 20, at The War 
Memorial, 32 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms. 

Also on the program 
will be Ben Estell, chair-
man of Young Americans 
for Freedom on the 
University of Michigan-
Ann Arbor campus. 

“We look forward to 
hearing about these lead-
ers’ success in recruiting 
college-age and other 
young people for service 
in Republican campaigns 
and how we can assist in 
that effort,” said Eastside 
Republican chairman 
Mike Vethacke in advance 
of the meeting. 

Forum doors open at 7 
p.m. for coffee and net-
working. There is no 
charge for the forum, 
which will include an 
opportunity to ask ques-
tions. 

Linting and Estell will 
be joined by Dr. Rob 
Steele, Michigan’s GOP 
national committeeman 
and member of the 
Republican National 
Committee. First elected 
to the RNC in 2016, Steele 
has worked as a cardiolo-
gist since 1987. 

Linting was elected at 
the Michigan Republican 
Party State Convention in 

February 2023. She cur-
rently is a senior at Liberty 
University in Lynchburg, 
Va., where she studies 
political science and gov-
ernment. 

In her GOP role, 
Linting’s mission is to 
recruit conservative 
young people to be active 
in the 2024 election cycle. 
Her plans include improv-
ing the recruiting process 
and identifying young 
Republicans the tradi-
tional model has failed to 
identify. She has her eye 
on drawing from the 
trades and community 

colleges. 
“Let’s shift the focus 

away from the traditional 
model, while still support-
ing our college Republican 
chapters,” Linting told 
convention delegates last 
year. 

The Eastside Republican 
Club Forum meets the 
third Tuesday of each 
month ,  September 
through May, at The War 
Memorial. Admission is 
free and the public is wel-
come. Stay up to date at 
EastsideRepublican.Club 
or follow the ERC on 
Facebook or X.

Conservative 
youth leaders 
to speak Tuesday

COURTESY PHOTO

Rylee Linting, MIGOP Youth vice chair

Lions
The Grosse Pointe 

Lions Club hosts its next 
meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 15, at 
Village Grille, 16930 
Kercheval, City of Grosse 
Pointe. Guests are wel-
come.

Blood drives
The American Red 

Cross hosts the following 
blood drives:

◆ 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 15, The 
War Memorial ,  32 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms.

◆  1  to  7  p .m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 21, 
Ardmore Elementary 
School, 27001 Greater 
Mack, St. Clair Shores.

◆ 1 to 7 p.m. Thursday, 
Feb.  21,  Jefferson 
Masonic Lodge No. 553, 
22000 E. 11 Mile, St. Clair 
Shores.

◆ 1 to 7 p.m. Friday, 
Feb. 23, Redeemer 
U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t 
Church, 20571 Vernier, 
Harper Woods.

◆ 7:15 a.m. to 3:15 p.m. 
F r i d a y ,  F e b .  2 3 , 
Ascension St. John 
Hospital, 22101 Moross, 
Detroit.

◆ 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Sunday, Feb. 25, St. Lucy 
Catholic Church, 23401 
Jefferson, St. Clair 
Shores.

Register at redcross
blood.org.

The Helm
The Helm at the Boll 

Life Center, 158 Ridge, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, 
offers a variety of classes 
and programs. 

Registration is required 
at (313) 882-9600 for the 
following:

◆  H y p e r t e n s i o n 
C o n t r o l — A  S e l f -
Management Program, 
10 to 11:30 a.m. Fridays, 
beginning Feb. 16, pre-
sented by Corewell 
Health.

◆  F a i t h - B a s e d 
Exploration, The Roots 
of the Church: Exploring 
the Early Church Fathers, 

11 a.m. to noon Tuesday, 
Feb. 20, with the Rev. 
Andrew Smith, associate 
pastor of St. Paul on the 
Lake Catholic Church.

◆ Field trip to Twelve 
Oaks Mall, 9:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 
22. Cost is $10 for mem-
bers, $15 for nonmem-
bers.

◆ The movie, “My Big 
Fat Greek Wedding” is 
shown at 12:30 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 23. Cost is $3 
for members, $5 for non-
members, and includes 
snacks.

◆ 10 Warning Signs of 
Alzheimer’s Disease, 11 
a.m. to noon Tuesday, 
Feb. 27, with instructor 
Treena Horton of the 
Alzheimer’s Association-
Michigan Chapter.

Sunrise Rotary
The Grosse Pointe 

Sunrise Rotary Club 
meets at 7 a.m. every 
Tuesday at the Edsel & 
Eleanor Ford House 
Visitors Center, 1100 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Shores. It’s next meeting 
is Tuesday, Feb. 20. 
Darraugh Collins, direc-
tor of Food Rescue U.S.—
Detroit speaks. Guests 
are welcome.

Library
The Grosse Pointe 

Public Library hosts a 
variety of programs. To 
register for the following, 
visit grossepointelibrary.
org.

◆ Science of the Circus, 
2 to 3 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 
20, at Central,  10 
Kercheval, Grosse Pointe 
Farms.

◆ Reader Dog, 11 a.m. 
to noon Wednesday, Feb. 
21, at Woods, 20680 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods.

◆  T a y l o r  S w i f t 
Bracelets for Teens, 3 to 
4:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 
22, at Woods, 20680 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods.

◆ GPPL Friends $5 Bag 
Sale, 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 24, at 

Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ Readers’ Choice 
Book Discussion Group, 
11 a.m. to noon Saturday, 
Feb. 24, at Ewald, 15175 
E. Jefferson, Grosse 
Pointe Park.

◆ Origins of Country 
and Rock n’ Roll, 1 to 2 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 24, at 
E w a l d ,  1 5 1 7 5  E . 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆ D&D Club, 1 to 3:30 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 24, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

Rotary
The Rotary Club of 

Grosse Pointe hosts an 
evening of fellowship at 
5:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
Feb. 21, at Antonio’s in 
t h e  P a r k ,  1 5 1 1 7 
Kercheval, Grosse Pointe 
Park. Email grossepointe
rotary@gmail.com.

Posterity Gallery
Posterity Gallery, 

17005 Kercheval, City of 
Grosse Pointe, hosts the 
class, Trinket/Pandora 
Box Making with Pat 
Tapper, from 6 to 9 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 22. To 
register or get tickets, 
visit posterityartgallery.
com or call (313) 884-
8105.

The Family Center
The Family Center and 

the Healthy Grosse 
Pointe & Harper Woods 
Coalition host the second 
annual Special Needs 
Resource Fair from 3:30 
to 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
Feb. 28, at The War 
Memorial, 32 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms. 
The event features more 
than 40 vendors offering-
supportive opportunities 
to parents and caregivers 
of neurodiverse children. 
Offerings include educa-
tional, recreational and 
occupational resources, 
as well as mental health, 
legal and government 
services. Email maryjo@
familycenterhelps.org 
for information.

AREA ACTIVITIES
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is easy. 
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LONET TE
Female,

9 months old,
shorthair,

Brown Tabby.

20542 Harper
(Lennon and Harper)
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www.gpaas.org

 MeetMeettMM t

 SY DNEYSY DNEY
Female, 5 years old, Border Female, 5 years old, Border 

Collie Mix, Black/White, 45lbs.
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It’s never too early to 
start planning and that’s 
exactly what the outreach 
council at Grosse Pointe 
Memorial Church is doing 
as it organizes its ninth 
Kids Coalition Against 
Hunger event, set for 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, 
March 23, at The War 
Memorial, 32 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

Though more than half 
of the necessary volun-
teers already have signed 
up, Director of Outreach 
Julie Huellmantel hopes 
to see that number con-
tinue to rise — especially 
since the event falls on the 
fi rst day of spring break, 
when local families tend 
to travel.

“We will need 350 vol-
unteers,” she said, noting 
roles range from helping 
with registration to clean-
ing up at the end of the 
afternoon. Most volun-
teers, however, will be 
part of the main produc-
tion.

Kids Coalition Against 
Hunger, or KCAH, works 

with different organiza-
tions to produce food 
packets, each of which 
provides enough nutrition 
for  a  fami ly  o f 
six. Working in an assem-
bly line, volunteers mea-
sure out specifi c amounts 
of rice, soy protein, dried 
vegetables and powdered 
vitamins, then add them 
to each bag as it passes 
by.

Each completed bag is 
heat sealed, then packed 
in boxes for delivery.

Meals are created sim-
ply with the addition of 
boiling water.

“We’re only doing 
50,000 meals this year,” 
Huellmantel said, noting 
anyone age 5 and older is 
welcome to participate. 
“… It’s a fun event. Five-
year-olds are put on bags 
of rice so they’re tall 
enough to reach and 
105-year-olds are given a 
chair so they can sit for 
their shift. It really is fun 
for all ages and the whole 
community.”

Children ages 5 to 7 
must be accompanied by 
an adult; childcare is not 
available for children 

younger than 5.
Michael  Burwel l , 

Michigan director of 
KCAH, will address the 
group before production 
begins.

“He is super dynamic,” 
Huellmantel said. “He 
gets everybody’s energy 
up high, tells us what 
we’re doing, how to do it, 
how many people it will 
feed and where it goes.”

The day’s yield will be 
divided into three groups. 
One-third is sent to devel-
oping countries; one-third 
goes to local food banks, 
soup kitchens and back-
pack programs; and one-
third is stored for disaster 
relief. Food packets have 
a two-year shelf life.

Members of  the 
church’s outreach coun-
cil, which is co-sponsor-
ing the event with The 
War Memorial, are among 
several participating com-
munity groups, including 
church members, mem-
bers of the Grosse Pointe 
Rotary Club, Boy Scouts, 
Girl Scouts and Grosse 
Pointe Public School 
System students. The 
Helm at the Boll Life 

Center has asked for vol-
unteers among the popu-
lation it serves. 

The War Memorial 
offered its building to host 
the event.

“They feel like it’s a 
good community event,” 
Huellmantel said. “It 
doesn’t cost us to do it 
there. It’s easier to get 
people in and out. It 
worked very nicely last 
year. But we need to plan 
better for clean up.”

No matter how careful 
volunteers may be, there’s 
always a sprinkle of rice 
and vitamin powder on 
the fl oor, she added, and a 
defi nite need for clean-up 
help.

“You give a few hours of 
your time and, let’s say 
you packed 2,000 meals, 
that’s a pretty big impact 
y o u  c a n  m a k e , ” 
Huellmantel said. “Not 
only are you helping in a 
developing country, but 
also maybe someone in 
your own backyard.”

Volunteers can sign up 
for one of two shifts: 10 
a.m. to noon or noon to 2 
p.m. 

Huellmantel said hav-
ing this opportunity to 
give back is important to 
anyone of any age.

“We live in a food-

secure community,” she 
said. “It’s always a great 
opportunity to realize 
how fortunate we are and 
also recognize that we 
have the ability to allevi-
ate food insecurity by 
doing events like this.”

Not to mention the 
camarader ie  bu i l t 
throughout the day.

“You’re just chatting the 
whole time,” she said. 
“You can be with your 
own group or among peo-
ple you haven’t met. The 
people we’ve met, we 
developed relationships 
with them when we were 

there. It’s really cool. It’s a 
great opportunity to share 
stories and lots of fun.”

Those interested in lend-
ing a hand may register 
online at bit.ly/KCAH2024 
or call (313) 882-5330.

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Volunteers needed for Memorial Church project
Kids Coalition Against Hunger is March 23

FILE PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

Louisa Pietrowsky helps stack sealed packets for boxing at the 2023 event.

The littlest volunteers stand on bags of rice so they’re tall enough to adequately 
do their jobs.

Michael Burwell, Michigan director of KCAH, ral-
lies volunteers before last year’s event.

The Grosse Pointe 
Symphony Orchestra 
continues its 71st season 
with a concert at 3 p.m. 
Sunday, Feb. 18, at The 
War Memorial ,  32 
Lakeshore ,  Grosse 
Pointe Farms. A pre-con-
cert talk will be given at 
2:15 p.m. by WRCJ radio 
host Davis Gloff.

Conductor and Music 
Director Joe Striplin will 
begin the concert with 
J .S .  Bach’s  l ive ly 
Orchestral Suite No. 3 in 
D major, which consists 
of an overture and a 
series of dances such as 
the gavotte, bourrée and 
gigue. The concert con-
tinues with the Viola 
Concerto no. 1 in D 
major, composed in 1774 
by German violist and 
composer Carl Stamitz. 
Stamitz, himself a vio-
list, likely composed the 
concerto for his own use 
to show his virtuosity by 
including chords, pedal 
notes, harmonics and 
even a left-hand pizzi-
cato. 

Ben Graham, a senior 
at Grosse Pointe North 
High School, a nation-
ally recognized musician 
and this year’s GPSO 
Nester Scholarship win-
ner, returns for his sec-
ond appearance with the 
orchestra as the viola 
soloist for this concerto. 

Following intermis-

sion, the orchestra will 
close the concert with 
Beethoven’s Symphony 
No. 5 in C minor. Called 
an “indescribably pro-
found, magnifi cent sym-
phony in C minor,” by a 

mus ic  c r i t i c  who 
attended the premier of 
the symphony in Vienna 
in 1808, Beethoven’s 
Fifth is likely the best 
known and most fre-
quently performed piece 

in the classical orches-
tral repertory. It was 
played for the premier 
concerts of the New 
York Phi lharmonic 
Orchestra in 1842, and 
t h e  N a t i o n a l 
Philharmonic Orchestra 
in 1931. A phonographic 
recording of the first 
m o v e m e n t  o f 
Beethoven’s Fifth has 
traveled more than 15 
billion miles as part of 
the materials included in 
the Voyager interstellar 
probes launched in 1977.    

Concert tickets are 
available at the door or 
online at gpsymphony.
org. Tickets are $20, $15 
for seniors, $5 for col-
lege students and free to 
K-12 students.

The orchestra’s 71st 
season continues April 
14, with a concert at The 
War Memorial featuring 
the Brahms Viol in 
Concerto and Ottorino 
Respighi’s “The Pines of 
Rome.” A summer out-
door concert will follow 
in August.  

The Grosse Pointe 
Symphony Orchestra is 
a 501(c)3 organization 
dedicated to providing 
local professional and 
accomplished amateur 
musicians the opportu-
nity to perform the clas-
s i c a l  s y m p h o n i c 
repertory for the com-
munity at large.

Grosse Pointe Symphony Orchestra concert 
Feb. 18 features Beethoven, Bach, Stammitz

Grosse Pointe Symphony Orchestra conductor and 
music director Joe Striplin

COURTESY PHOTOS

Ben Graham, a senior at Grosse Pointe North High 
School, returns for his second appearance with the 
orchestra as the viola soloist.

021524

In The Village 
16847 Kercheval Avenue • Grosse Pointe

313-882-6880
www.theleagueshop.com

*Full box, same brand, size & style • Through February 29th

Gifts • Stationery • Dinnerware • Table Decor
Custom Invitations • Bridal Registry

20% OFF CANDLES*
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Joanne Marie 
Povlitz

Joanne Marie (nee 
Newman) Povlitz, 94, for-
merly of Grosse Pointe 
Woods, passed away 
peacefully Monday, Feb. 
5, 2024. 

Joanne was born in 
Detroit to Wesley and 
Evelyn Newman. She 
enjoyed a career as an ele-
mentary school teacher, 
touching the lives of hun-
dreds of children. Family 
was most important to 
her, and she also enjoyed 
walking, boating, daily 
breakfast at Big Boy and 
time in Florida, especially 
at Disney World.

She was predeceased by 
her husband, Donald 
Povlitz. She is survived by 
her children, John Povlitz, 
Linda Schalek (Tom), 
Mary Murphy (John) and 
James Povlitz; grandchil-
dren, Kristie, David 
( M a r i a ) ,  S t e v e n 
(Michelle), Kathryn (Jeff), 
Bryan (Jacqueline) and 
Michael; and seven great-
grandchildren.

Service information is 
private at the request of 
Joanne’s family.

Cynthia Ann 
Warner

Cynthia Ann Warner, 
86, passed away peace-
fully at home Wednesday, 
Feb. 7, 2024, surrounded 
by family.

Cynthia was born March 
5, 1937, to Valentine and 
Ann Prybys in Detroit. She 
was the beloved wife of 60 
years to Peter Warner; lov-
ing mother of Michael 
(Maureen), Paul (Cheri), 
Mary Ellen, Andrew 
(Kelly) and the late John; 
cherished grandmother of 
Olivia, Anastasia, Zachary, 
Sabrina, Alexander, 
Thomas, James, Lucy, 
Charlie and Henry; dear 
sister of the late Phyllis 
Noonan, Margaret Prybys, 
the late Christine 
McCotter, George Prybys, 
the late Jerry Prybys, Ed 
Prybys and David Prybys; 
and dearest aunt to her 
nieces and nephews.

Cynthia met the love of 
her life, Peter, at the 
University of Detroit, from 
which she graduated with 
a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in English and Master of 
Arts degree in elementary 
education. They married 
in August 1963, and she 
began her teaching career. 
They moved to Grosse 
Pointe while her children 
were young. After raising 
her family, she returned as 
an educator at the local 
Catholic schools and The 
Grosse Pointe Academy. 
After 50 years in Grosse 
Pointe, Cynthia and Peter 
moved to Northville to be 
closer to their children.

Cynthia and her family 
were longtime members of 
St. Ambrose Parish. She 
v o l u n t e e r e d  w i t h 
Pregnancy Aid and, with 
Peter, was an advisor and 
counselor for St. Vincent 
De Paul and the Pre-Cana 
program for engaged cou-
ples.

She was fond of attend-
ing Detroit Symphony 
Orchestra performances, 
Detroit Institute of Arts 
and other city museums. 
She vacationed with her 
young family and then, 
with her husband, traveled 
to Europe and the holy 
sites of Rome, Jerusalem, 
Fatima and Lourdes.

Family and friends were 
the focus of Cynthia’s life. 
With Peter, she enjoyed 

her involvement in the 
G r o s s e  P o i n t e 
Neighborhood Club, 
Grosse Pointe Sail Club 
and her community of 
Grosse Pointe Park and 
Westchester neighbors. 
Her faith was supported 
through her close friends 
at St. Ambrose Parish, St. 
Vincent de Paul Society 
and Teams of Our Lady.

Her warm smile and 
generous heart will be 
dearly missed by her fam-
ily and friends. Cynthia 
leaves behind a legacy of 
love, laughter and memo-
ries that forever will be 
cherished by all who were 
fortunate enough to know 
her.

In lieu of fl owers, memo-
rial contributions may be 
made to St. Vincent de 
Paul, St. Ambrose 
Conference, Attn: Chris 
C a v a n a g h ,  S V d P 
Conference President, 
23124 S. Rosedale Ct., St. 
Clair Shores, MI 48080. 

Add a memory at 
dignitymemorial.com. 

Kathryn Louise 
Foucher

K a t h r y n  L o u i s e 
Foucher, 74, of Macomb, 
passed away peacefully 
Saturday, Feb. 3, 2024, 
after a sudden decline in 
her health.   

Kathy, the eldest of six 
children, was born July 
18, 1949, in Detroit, to 
Leonard and Virginia 
Kotowski. After graduat-
ing from Dominican High 
School in 1967, she went 
on to earn a bachelor’s 
degree from Western 
Michigan University.

After graduating, Kathy 
taught English for a few 
years before proudly dedi-
cating herself to raising 
her three sons, Jeffrey, 
Christopher and Kevin. As 
her sons got older, Kathy’s 
creative fl air and generous 
spirit were joined to create 
Forever Florals, a thriving 
floral design business 
through which she gave 
away many beautiful cre-
ations as gifts to family 
and friends. 

Kathy had immense 
passion, pride and love for 
her family and friends, 
making everyone feel spe-
cial with her open heart, 
open arms and radiant 
smile. Kathy enjoyed host-
ing social events, baking, 
spending time with “The 
Lunch Bunch,” lounging 
in her pool, becoming an 
avid reader and meticu-
lously decorating her 
home for the holidays. In 
her later years, her gener-
ous spirit extended to the 
many squirrels and other 
creatures of nature whom 
she warmly welcomed 
with snacks on her back 
patio. 

Kathy was predeceased 
by her father, Leonard; 
and mother, Virginia. She 
is survived by her sons, 
Jeff (Catherine), Chris 
(Cheryl) and Kevin 
(Christine); and grand-
children, Karina, Will, 
Alexandra, Maggie, 
Larissa, John and Hudson. 
She also is survived by her 
sisters, Kris Hart (Jim), 
Karole Steen (Tom), Kim 
Tocco (Vito), Kerry Hall 
(Mike) and Mary Kay 
Reno.

Kathy was a beautiful 
mother, sister, friend, 
aunt, grandmother and 
human being, her family 
said; she embodied uncon-
ditional love, strength of 
spirit and an unending 
generosity.  

A celebration of Kathy’s 

life will be held in the 
spring. Friends and family 
will be notifi ed.

Joseph C. 
Stelmark Jr. 

Joseph C. “Big Joe” 
Stelmark Jr., 80, died 
Saturday, Feb. 3, 2024, at 
The Rivers Grosse Pointe.

Joe was born Jan. 4, 
1944, in Brooklyn, N.Y. He 
was the third child and 
first son of Joseph C. 
Stelmark Sr. and Anna 
Catherine Farrell. After his 
mother passed away when 
he was 12, his two older 
sisters stepped in and pro-
vided for him and his 
brother, creating a strong 
bond between the four sib-
lings that lasted his entire 
life.

Joe was a rule-follower. 
He graduated from 
Erasmus High School in 
Brooklyn, where he cre-
ated friendships that lasted 
a lifetime. He graduated 
from Fort Lewis College in 
Colorado and subse-
quently joined the U.S. 
Marines, fulfi lling a long-
standing childhood dream. 
He served overseas in 
Southeast Asia for 21 
months and upheld the 
ideals of the Marines for 
the remainder of his life.

After working a handful 
of jobs, including running 
trucks for Schaefer Beer, 
he made the best decision 
of his life: meeting and 
marrying Mary C. 
Sweeney, to whom he was 
married for 48 years.

He joined the U.S. 
Treasury Department and 
served as an offi cer of the 
U.S. Customs Service. 
Eventually, he transferred 
to Detroit and became a 
special agent. He and 
Mary moved into their 
home in Grosse Pointe 
Farms, where they lived 40 
years.

Soon after moving to 
Michigan, Mary gave birth 
to their only child, Joseph 
C. Stelmark III. Joe and 
Mary spent the next few 
decades working full time, 
raising Joey and spending 
numerous nights and 
afternoons at concerts, 
practices and games.

Joe was an active mem-
ber in his church, ushering 
for more than 20 years. He 
was a proud member of 
his local American Legion 
Post No. 303 and was an 
avid firearm enthusiast, 
having memberships to 
multiple ranges in south-
east Michigan. He was a 
friendly neighbor, always 
willing to help out or catch 
up. He loved cooking, spe-
cializing in Italian dinners, 
roast beef and roast goose 
for Christmas.

After retiring from U.S. 
Customs, Joe stepped into 
some assistant coaching 
roles, including opening 
the weight room for his 
son’s wrestling practice. 
He also contracted with 
the U.S. Department of 
State, doing background 
checks part time for 10 
years.

Joe and Mary enjoyed 
traveling the country and 
the world. They spent four 
years traveling the U.S. to 
see their son’s University 
of Michigan lacrosse 
games and took annual 
trips to Cancun with great 
friends. Some other travel 
highlights included anni-
versary cruises and trips to 
Alaska and Europe.

Joe’s loving wife, Mary, 
passed away unexpectedly 
Tuesday, Feb. 13, 2024. 

Joe is survived by his 
son, Joey (Emily); and 

three siblings, Monica (the 
late Ike), Alice (Ralph) and 
Paul (Carmen). The last 
few years of his life were 
spent bragging about and 
reveling in his two grand-
daughters, Maddie (2 1/2) 
and Juliette (10 months), 
whom he loved dearly.

Joe will be remembered 
for his kindness, good 
humor, loud cheering at 
sporting events, interest-
ing stories and his loving 
response, “Yes, dear,” to 
Mary, the self-described 
best thing to ever happen 
to him.

A double funeral Mass 
for Joe and Mary takes 
place at 10:30 a.m. Friday, 
Feb. 16, with an in-state 
gathering at 10 a.m. at St. 
Clare of Montefalco 
Catholic Church, 1401 
Whittier, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

In lieu of fl owers, dona-
tions may be made to two 
charities Joe held dear to 
his heart: The Gary Sinise 
Foundation,  bi t . ly /
3HVDd3F, or Toys for 
Tots, bit.ly/42E0KQv. 

Carl Robert Wesen
Carl Robert “Bob” 

Wesen, 95 passed away 
peacefully Friday, Feb. 2, 
2024, at Brightview Senior 
L iv ing  Center  in 
Nottingham, Md. He was 
born March 30, 1928, in 
Bow, Wash., to Carl and 
Helen Wesen.

Bob grew up on a dairy 
farm with his parents and 
three brothers. He 
attended a one-room 
schoolhouse for elemen-
tary school and graduated 
from Burlington-Edison 
High School in 1946. He 
met his wife, Wendy, 
along with many lifelong 
friends, while attending 
Harvard University. He 
graduated in 1950, just as 
the Korean War began. He 
enlisted and served in the 
U.S. Army, teaching radar 
application in El Paso, 
Texas.

Bob married Wendy in 
1951. At the completion of 
his Army obligation, Bob 
and Wendy moved to 
Catonsville, Md., where he 
worked continuously for 
Westinghouse as an engi-
neer for 35 years. Upon 
retirement, Bob and 
Wendy spent time in 
Venice, Fla., and Grosse 
Pointe Woods. They also 
traveled extensively. 

Bob was an avid map 
enthusiast. He loved 
camping, traveling, gar-
dening, photography, 
researching genealogy 
and playing card games 
and board games with his 
family. He was remark-
able for his love of learn-
ing and could speak on 
almost any subject. He 
was immensely kind and 
never uttered a cross or 
mean word to another 
person. He will be sorely 
missed by all who knew 
him.

He is survived by his 
loving wife, Wendolin 
“Wendy”; devoted chil-
dren, Cheryl Wesen 
(Richard Baumgarten), 
Cynthia King (Norman), 
Dorothy Wells (Terry), 
William Wesen and 
Rolland Wesen (Claudine 
Pepin); beloved grandchil-
dren, Karl Baumgarten 
(Kim Lamza),  Lee 
Baumgarten (Nina), Lyle 
Baumgarten, Jonathan 
King, Joshua King 
(Jessica), Melissa Felter 
(James), Jennifer Wells, 
Kyle Wesen (Jennifer 
Kuskowski),  Maura 
H e n n e s s e y - W e s e n 
(Michael Hennessey), 
Caleb Wesen and Shorey 
Wesen; cherished great-
grandchildren, Jordan 
Baumgarten, Brooke 
B a u m g a r t e n ,  I s l a 
Baumgarten, Josiah King, 
Gloria King, Orson Felter, 
Hugh Felter, Ruby Felter 
and Alice Wesen; and 
other extended family. 
Bob was predeceased by 
his brothers, Lyle, Charles 
“Lee” and Donald; and sis-
ter-in-law, Marilyn “Gail.”

A memorial service in 
Bow, Wash., will be held 
at a later date. 

In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests donations 
be made in Bob’s name to 
The Helm at the Boll Life 
Center, helmlife.org/
donate/.

Sally Eileen 
McMinn

Sally Eileen McMinn, 
69, passed away peace-
fully Wednesday, Jan. 24, 
2024. She was a beloved 
matriarch and esteemed 
social worker and leaves 
behind a legacy of love, 
kindness and dedication to 
helping others. 

Sally was the daughter 
of the late John and Eileen 
Emery of Grosse Pointe. 
She was a loving partner 
to Marc Belair and was 
predeceased by her hus-
band, Wayne McMinn. 
She was the proud mother 
of Ashley McMinn (Cathy), 
Matthew McMinn and 
Sarah McMinn (Tim); 
devoted grandmother of 
Mitchel McMinn, Madison 
McMinn,  Shannon 
S o l o m o n ,  D a n i k a 
E d w a r d s ,  A s h t o n 
Edwards, Blake Edwards, 
Brooklynn Edwards and 
Maythis McMinn; and spe-
cial sister of Lauree Emery 
(Karen), Joanne Sintic 
(Rick), Mary Ellen Emery, 
John Emery and the late 
Mark Emery (Judy). Sally 
also will be missed by 
many special nieces, neph-
ews and cousins.

Born on Palm Sunday, 
April 3, 1955, in Detroit, 
Sally’s life journey was 
marked by unwavering 
compassion and zeal for 
life. Sally’s educational 
journey began at St. Paul 
Catholic School and 
Grosse Pointe South High 
School. She later pursued 

higher education at Grand 
Valley State University, 
where she majored in 
social studies. 

With her keen intellect 
and passion for helping 
others, Sally continued her 
professional development, 
earning Master of Business 
Administration and 
Master of Social Work 
degrees. Her commitment 
to excellence led her to 
travel widely, developing 
valued expertise in crisis 
management, trauma-
informed care, aging, cog-
nitive behavioral therapy 
(under the tutelage of the 
renowned Aaron Beck), 
play therapy, interper-
sonal violence, supervi-
sion and community 
practice.

Throughout her life, 
Mackinac Island contin-
ued to be a source of joy 
and inspiration for Sally. 
From working at the iconic 
Grand Hotel to teaching at 
the local school, whether 
preparing meals for island 
residents or dispatching 
horse-drawn carriages, 
she embraced every 
opportunity on the island 
with enthusiasm and dedi-
cation.

Sally’s many passions 
included playing catcher 
in softball, biking, reading, 
shopping, learning and 
helping others. Her great-
est joy reflected a deep, 
abiding love for family and 
friends. Sally’s contagious 
energy, fun-loving nature 
and easy-going attitude 
endeared her to all who 
knew her. She remained 
connected to her child-
hood best friends and was 
steadfast in her support 
for loved ones.

As a mother and grand-
mother, Sally exemplifi ed 
the essence of family devo-
tion. Her unwavering 
kindness, infectious laugh, 
genuine smile and stead-
fast love will be deeply 
missed by her surviving 
family members. Sally’s 
legacy as an authentic, 
caring and empathic social 
worker and caregiver car-
ries on through the count-
less lives she touched. Her 
impact will be felt for gen-
erations to come, a testa-
ment to her remarkable 
spirit and unwavering 
commitment to serving 
others.

Services were held at 
Northwood Funeral Home 
Cremation and Reception 
Centre in Ontario, Canada.

In lieu of fl owers, memo-
rial donations to the 
Algoma Family Services 
Foundation are appreci-
ated by the family, afs
foundation.ca/donate/. 

Sally will forever remain 
in her friends’ and fami-
lies’ hearts; through them 
her love and light will con-
tinue to shine. 

Services were entrusted 
to Northwood Funeral 
Home, northwoodfuneral.
com.

Joanne Marie Povlitz Cynthia Ann Warner Kathryn Louise Foucher

Sally Eileen McMinnCarl Robert WesenJoseph C. Stelmark Jr.

See OBITS, page 5B
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Richard Kane 
Oliver

Richard “Dick” Kane 
Oliver, 78, passed away 
at home Wednesday, 
Feb. 7, 2024.

Dick was born Sept. 
13, 1945, in Detroit, to 
Donald and Helen Kane 
Oliver. He was raised in 
Grosse Pointe Farms and 
graduated from St. Paul 
on the Lake Catholic 
School. Dick attended 
Duquesne University in 
Pittsburgh. While there, 
he was accepted into the 
U.S. Air Force ROTC 
program. After graduat-
ing in 1967, he joined the 
U.S. Air Force as a com-
missioned officer. In 
1975, Dick joined the 
U.S. Secret Service as a 
special agent. He served 
in field offices in 
Memphis, Tenn., Grand 
Rapids and Bismarck, 
N.D. 

From 1978 to 1981, 
Dick served on a protec-
tive detail in Calhoun, 
Ga., during the Jimmy 
Carter administration. 
Throughout his 23 years 
with the U.S. Secret 
Service, Dick traveled 
the world. He loved 
exploring foreign coun-
tries and always came 
home with interesting 
gifts for his children. 
After retiring in 1998, 
Dick became a contract 
investigator for federal 
agencies. Dick was 
devoted to his family. His 
children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchild 
were the center of his 
life.

He was committed to 
attending and/or sup-
porting every educa-
tional endeavor, sporting 
event, theater perfor-
mance or musical con-
cert in which his children 
and grandchildren were 
involved. Dick was a life-
long member of St. 
Mary’s Booster Club and 
proudly carried the 
chains at St. Mary’s 
Saints football games for 
more than 30 years.

Dick was predeceased 
by his parents. He is sur-
vived by his six children, 
Richard Oliver II of 
Bismarck, N.D., Molly 
Kleinschmidt (Brett) of 
Australia, Sarah Johnson 
(Eric) of Bismarck, N.D., 
Elisabeth Davis (Jim) of 
Chicago, Ill., Mark Oliver 
(Olga) of Bismarck, N.D. 
and Katherine Oliver of 
Chicago, Ill.; 14 grand-
children; one great-
grandchi ld;  former 
wives, Suzanne Merz 
Oliver and Leslie Bakken 
Oliver; brother, Donald 
Oliver; girlfriend, Karen 
Treadway of Sioux Falls, 

Iowa; and best friend, 
G a r y  G r o t h  o f 
Milwaukee, Wis.

A Mass of Christian 
burial will be held Friday, 
Feb. 16, at Cathedral of 
the Holy Spirit, 520 
Raymond in Bismarck.

To share memories of 
Dick and sign the online 
guestbook, visit eastgate
funeral.com.

Regina Engelhardt
Regina Engelhardt, 95, 

died Thursday, Jan. 25, 
2024, 69 years to the day 
she became a U.S. citi-
zen.

Regina knew no strang-
ers and treated everyone 
she met with the love and 
respect she promoted in 
her life and art. Born Oct. 
1, 1928, in Kiwerce, 
Poland, she survived the 
horrors of World War II 
German work camps, but 
could not help but see the 
beauty in everyone she 
met and the world around 
her.

Her mission in life was 
to bring into focus the 
love, harmony and feel-
ing of caring that exists 
in nature and the world. 
That vision was refl ected 
in her prolific artwork, 
through which she cap-
tured all the “crooked 
lines” and “perfection in 
the imperfections.”

Her life was full of 
struggles as a single 
mother of three children, 
but she rarely com-
plained. Until her dying 
day, she expressed grati-
tude for every breath and 
the smallest kindness 
shown by all the “angels” 
she drew to her. She also 
honored her own mis-
takes in life and turned 
them into lessons she 
shared as gifts of wisdom 
in her memoir, “That’s 
Not a Scar; That’s a 
Beauty Mark.”

When she first emi-
grated from German ref-
ugee camps to Detroit, 
she worked her way from 
humble beginnings as a 
nanny, then behind the 
m e a t  c o u n t e r  a t 
Kowalski’s Sausage Co. 
Her fi rst professional job 
was as a mechanical and 
architectural draftsman.

She also joined the 
International Institute of 
Metropolitan Detroit, 

where she befriended 
people from all over the 
world, from actors to 
doctors, from Iran to 
Poland. Some actors 
f rom the  Warsaw 
Theatre, where she had 
performed, invited her to 
join Variety Theatre in 
Detroit, where she played 
a part in every show, 
from comedies to musi-
cals to dramas. Some of 
her friends tried to con-
vince her to go to 
Hollywood, but she 
lacked the confi dence.

In 1960, she became a 
cosmetologist and loved 
bringing out the inner 
beauty of each customer, 
which made her very 
popular. People were 
drawn as much to her 
creative skills as to her 
patient listening to their 
life’s problems and her 
empathetic and sage 
counsel.

She worked hard to 
provide her three daugh-
ters with a well-rounded 
education, including pri-
vate music, dance and 
language lessons. She 
also exposed them to 
travel abroad, visiting 
Italy and Switzerland.

At  age 51 ,  she 
embarked on her lifelong 
love of painting, then 
branched out to sculpt-
ing. She showed talent in 
all media: oil, pencil, 
watercolor, tempera, 
pastels, acrylic and pink/
white clay sculpting. She 
studied under the 
renowned Sr. Mary 
Ignatius at  Mercy 
Center’s Studio in 
Farmington Hills. She 
also studied at the Scarab 
Club studios and took 
portrait seminars from 
Daniel R. Greene, a 
renowned  por t ra i t 
painter. Within two 
years, she had created 70 
artworks, then held her 
fi rst one-woman show in 
1982.

By 1985, she started 
competing in local, 
national and interna-
tional arts competitions, 
winning multiple awards. 
In 1987, she was a 
Nat iona l  Audubon 
Society fi nalist. She won 
People’s Choice Awards, 
gold and silver medals, at 
the International Arts 
Competitions hosted in 
Las Vegas in 1987, 1988 
and 1990. She also won 

the Michigan State 
Wildfl ower competition, 
which took her portrayal 
of state fl owers on a tour 
across the state. She was 
featured on several tele-
vision programs and 
highlighted in newspa-
pers and various maga-
zines.

In 1990, she created 
“the impossible”: a solid 
sculpture of the crowned 
Polish white eagle 
perched on a map of 
Poland, the country’s 
offi cial emblem. She built 
the 25-inch-high clay 
eagle with a wingspan of 
18 inches without any 
metal underpinning or 
support structure, a feat 
she later learned was 
“not possible.” It still 
stands at the American 
Polish Cultural Center in 
Sterling Heights.

Her paintings now 
hang in private collec-
tions throughout the 
U.S., Canada, England, 
Poland, the Philippines, 
India and Austria. Her 
portrait of Princess 
Diana, titled “I Care,” 
remains part of the per-
manent collection by the 
Althorp Museum in 
N o r t h a m p t o n s h i r e , 
England. Her artwork 
also appears in the 
archives of Women 
Artists in the Library and 
Research Center in the 
National Museum of 
Women in the Arts in 
Washington, D.C. Her art 
was sold through the 
Shelby Gal lery in 
Houston, International 
Gallery of Bloomfield 
Hills, Ambleside Gallery 
in Grosse Pointe and 
Dumochelle’s Gallery in 
Detroit.

At 88 years old, she 
published her life story, 
“That’s Not a Scar; That’s 
a Beauty Mark,” to share 
lessons learned and 
spare others her “mis-
takes.” By then, she also 
was sought after as an 
inspirational speaker by 
corporate sponsors and 
organizations.

Regina is survived by 
her daughters, Miriam 
T w a r d o n - B i e l s k i 
(Christopher), Elizabeth 
Twardon (Bruce Israel) 
and Renee Gilchrist 
(Mark); grandchildren, 
Jacqueline Gilchrist-
Althouse, Christian 
Bielski, Emily Bingham, 

Elizabeth Bielski and 
Nicholas Israel; great-
grandchildren, Kamdyn 
and Kamryn Bingham, 
with twin Binghams on 
the way, and Ava 
Althouse; and two nieces, 
a nephew and their 
extended families.

She was predeceased 
by her brother, Mitchell 
Engelhardt; sister-in-law, 
Josephine Engelhardt; 
and surrogate war-survi-
vor sister, Eva Bielski.

Family hour will take 
place at 10 a.m. Saturday, 
March 16, with an 11 
a.m. funeral Mass at 
Gesu Catholic Church, 
17180 Oak, Detroit. 
Inurnment will follow at 
Elmwood Cemetery in 
Detroit. 

Dorothy Dettlinger
Dorothy Dettlinger, 86, 

passed away Monday, 
Feb. 5, 2024. She was a 
former resident of 
Grosse Pointe. 

“Dottie” was born Nov. 
4, 1937, to John and 
Corinne Petrosky. She 
graduated from Grosse 
Pointe University School 
in 1956, and attended the 
University of Colorado 
and Western Michigan 
University. Her lifelong 
work was raising her 
four children and creat-
ing a welcoming home 
for family and friends. 
After raising her family 
in Grosse Pointe, she 
retired to Burt Lake and  
Metamora. She was 
involved with the Junior 
League of Detroit and 
Daughters  o f  the 
American Revolution. In 
her later years, she 
hosted quilting groups in 
her homes and made 
quilts for hospitals and 
veterans.

Dottie was an avid 
traveler and took many 
trips to Europe with her 
husband, Bill. She loved 
the arts and was a prize-
winning quilter and an 
accomplished painter. 
Dottie enjoyed home 
decorating and refur-
bished homes that 
became memorable 
gathering places for her 
children and grandchil-
dren.

She was predeceased 
by her parents; husband, 
Bill; great-granddaugh-

ter, Audrey Eckert; and 
brother, Dale Petrosky. 
She is survived by her 
d a u g h t e r s ,  D a r b y 
Paddock (Anthony) and 
Dayle O’Keefe (John); 
sons, John and Peter 
(Peggy); grandchildren, 
Raleigh Eckert (Robert), 
D r e w  D e t t l i n g e r 
(Stephanie), Madison 
Dettlinger, Mackenzie 
Ruffcorn (Michael), 
Molly Paddock, Zach 
Dettlinger (Eugenie), 
Gretchen Carter (Austin) 
and Emmett and Addison 
O’Keefe; and great-
grandchildren, Albert 
and Oliver Eckert and 
Jack  and  Barre t t 
Dettlinger.

A private family ser-
vice will be held in May 
a t  Grosse  Po in te 
Memorial Church, 16 
Lakeshore ,  Grosse 
Pointe Farms. She will 
be laid to rest at the 
Grosse Pointe Memorial 
Church columbarium. 

In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be made 
to the Grosse Pointe 
A n i m a l  A d o p t i o n 
Society,  gpaas.org/
donate.

Peter B. Ebner
Peter B. Ebner, 95, of 

St. Clair Shores, passed 
away Friday, Feb. 9, 
2024, at home. He was a 
former resident of 
Cleveland, Ohio, and 
Buffalo, N.Y.

Peter was born in 
Buffalo, to Leo and Marie 
Ebner. He attended the 
University of Buffalo and 
worked as a self-
employed real estate 
appraiser. He served in 
the U.S. Navy as a lieu-
tenant in the Korean 
War. 

Peter enjoyed spending 
time with his family, 
DIYing, completing 
home projects and volun-
teering at St. Ann Parish 
(now Communion of 
Saints) in Cleveland 
Heights, Ohio. 

He was predeceased by 
his wife, Jean (nee 
Hochheimer); and sister, 
Marcia Rindfuss. He is 
survived by his daughter, 
Laura Vary (Bill); sons, 
Peter M. Ebner (Susan) 
and Brian Ebner (Joan); 
as well as eight grand-
children and four great-
grandchildren.

Services took place at 
Our Lady Star of the Sea 
and he will be laid to rest 
i n  R e s u r r e c t i o n 
Cemetery. In lieu of fl ow-
ers, donations may be 
made to Our Lady Star of 
the Sea Catholic Church, 
olsos.org/give.

Share a memory at 
verheyden.org. 

Richard Kane Oliver Regina Engelhardt Dorothy Dettlinger Peter B. Ebner
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Worship Service

Worship Sunday
at 10:00 am

Rev. Richard Yeager-Stiver
An Open & Affi rming Church

240 Chalfonte G.P. Farms
313-884-3075 • www.gpcong.org
WE HAVE AN ARTS MINISTRY

Grosse Pointe
Congregational

Church
(United Church of Christ )

020824

SUNDAY
8:30 a.m. - Bible Study

9:30 a.m. - Worship Service
Sunday School - During Service

WEDNESDAY
10 a.m. - Bible Study

7 p.m. - Worship Service
Randy S. Boelter, Pastor
Making New Disciples-
Building Stronger Ones

Christ the King
Lutheran Church

and Preschool
Mack at Lochmoor • 884-5090

www.christthekinggp.org
15020 Hampton15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park, Grosse Pointe Park, 
Michigan 48230-1302Michigan 48230-1302

AAmbrosembrose
SSaintaint

CCatholic atholic CChurchhurch

MMassesasses
Saturday Vigil — 4:00 p.m.
Sunday — 8:30 and 11:15 a.m.
Tuesday — 8:30 a.m.Tuesday — 8:30 a.m.
Thursday — 7:00 p.m.Thursday — 7:00 p.m.
Friday — NoonFriday — Noon

(313) 822-2814 • stambrosechurch.net • facebook.com/stambroseparish
      Saturday Vigil is streamed online at 8:00 a.m. Sunday on our facebook page      

February 18 ~ First Sunday in Lent
Come as you are, 

for God's embrace is wide
Sunday Worship at 10 am 

followed by Coffee Hour in the parish hall

    20475 Sunningdale Park               313.884.4820   
      Grosse Pointe Woods             stmichaelsgpw.org     

St. Michael’s Episcopal Church
sharing the Light of Christ 

0
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Elaine Zimmerman 
Peck

Ela ine  E l i zabe th 
Zimmerman Peck, 91, 
d i e d  p e a c e f u l l y 
Wednesday, Feb. 7, 2024, 
in Grosse Pointe, sur-
rounded by family.

Elaine was born June 
30, 1932, in Grosse 
Pointe, to Mary Campion 
Zimmerman and George 
Herbert Zimmerman. 
She graduated from the 
Covenant of the Sacred 
Heart and received a 
Bachelor of Arts degree 
from Duke University in 
1953, majoring in history 
and English. After gradu-
ation, she started as a 
paralegal in New York 
City and then moved 
back to Grosse Pointe 
and married Rankin 
Phillip Peck Jr., in 1956. 
She had four wonderful 
children, Sheila, George, 
Lisa and Jennifer, to 
whom she passed along 
her competitive spirit. 
Rankin P. Peck Jr., her 
husband of 56 years, 
passed away in 2013, 
after many years of hap-
piness together.

Elaine had many pas-
sions, from fast cars to 
tennis, golf and sailing. 
She was an accomplished 
tennis player who 
enjoyed the competition 
and played with many 
friends and family. She 
won the Michigan State 
M o t h e r  D a u g h t e r 
Tournament with her 
daughter, Sheila, and 
also played in the Mother 
Daughter  Nat ional 
T o u r n a m e n t  i n 
Narragansett, R.I., where 
they ranked No. 6 in the 
country. She passed on 
her passion for tennis to 
her family and organized 
many local charitable 
tournaments, including 
Tennis and Crumpets. 
Later in life, she had time 
for more golf at St. 
Andrews Club in Delray 
Beach, Fla., where she 
registered two holes-in-

one. People at the club 
knew it was 4 p.m. when 
Elaine and Rankin 
showed up for their daily 
round of golf. She also 
enjoyed sailing with 
Rankin and family and 
friends on Lake St. Clair 
and on the Intracoastal in 
Florida.

Elaine was a true 
Detroit Tigers fan. 
During her childhood, 
her father would take her 
and her siblings to every 
opening-day game, 
allowing them to miss 
school and cherish those 
games. She also attended 
the World Series in 1968, 
and many other games 
afterward.

She was a lifetime 
active parishioner at St. 
Paul on the Lake Catholic 
Church and volunteered 
for many organizations, 
including Meals on 
Wheels.

Elaine was a strong 
person both mentally and 
physically. She never had 
an operation or broken 
bone in her 91 years and 
was sharp as a tack until 
she passed. She had won-
derful vision and hear-
ing, too. Her humor was 
quick as a whip.

Elaine enjoyed meals 
out with friends and fam-
ily, as she did not like to 
cook. She always was 
ready with her hair done 
and lipstick on. She 
hosted many events at 
home, including family 
weddings, charitable 
events and skating par-
ties out by the boathouse. 
She enjoyed traveling 
with family and friends 
through many of the con-
tinents and was always 

up for an adventure. 
Elaine was blessed to 

have had two of her eight 
grandchildren, Peter and 
Caroline, grow up next 
door, which kept her very 
busy. She also traveled 
out of town to enjoy her 
other grandchildren’s 
religious activities, grad-
uations, athletic and cul-
tural achievements.

In addition to St. 
Andrews Club, she was a 
member of the Grosse 
Pointe Club, Country 
Club of Detroit and The 
Little Club in Delray 
Beach.

Elaine is survived by 
her sister, Doris Bato; 
b r o t h e r ,  L o u i s 
Zimmerman; and daugh-
ters, Sheila (Timothy 
Pettee), Lisa (Douglas 
Cruikshank) and Jennifer 
(Richard Russell); son, 
George Rankin Peck 
(Vickie Phipps); and 
grandchildren, George, 
Alexander, Elizabeth 
Pettee, Katherine Pettee 
Hickey (John Hickey), 
Peter and Caroline 
Eckrich and Lindsey 
O’Reilly Cruikshank and 
Robert Peck Cruikshank, 
as well as many nieces 
and nephews. She will be 
dearly missed by all who 
knew her.

She was predeceased 
by her parents, Mary and 
George H. Zimmerman; 
sisters, Jessie Hitchens 
and Georgia Loftus; and 
other family members, 
Theresa Anne Hitchens 
and Brian Peck.

A funeral Mass will be 
celebrated at 10 a.m. 
Friday, Feb. 23, at St. 
Paul on the Lake Catholic 
Church, 157 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms. 
Visitation begins at 9:30 
a.m.

Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to 
Catholic Foundation of 
Michigan, St. Paul on the 
Lake Catholic Church, 
157 Lakeshore, Grosse 
Pointe Farms, MI 48236. 
W r i t e  “ S t .  P a u l 
Preservation Endowment 
Fund, in memory of 
Elaine Z. Peck” in the 
memo line.

Elaine Zimmerman Peck
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Grosse Pointe 
n a t i v e  T o m 
Martinelli is a for-
mer Detroit police 
officer who cur-
rently works as an 
independent train-
ing consultant for 
the Institute for 
Intergovernmental 
Research, in con-
junction with the 
Bureau of Justice 
Assistance.  He 
addresses legal 
issues, risk man-
agement and liabil-
ity training, legal 
and ethical con-
cerns, as well as 
presents constitu-
tional issues at law 
enforcement train-
ing conferences.

In short, he’s a 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
policing advocate 
and police ethicist who speaks to mem-
bers of the law enforcement commu-
nity across the country. His message? 
How to be a good cop.

“I train chiefs and commanders of 
intelligence units how to constitution-
ally gather, retain and disseminate per-
sonally identifying information on 
suspected citizens,” he said, noting 
he’s on the training teams for the 
Intelligence Commander’s Course, 
Criminal Intelligence Sharing, 
Protecting Privacy, Civil Rights and 
Civil Liberties and Narcotics 
Management Training.

Having traveled for this post since 
2007, the pandemic and subsequent 
lockdown put a damper on his presen-
tations — but also inspired him to 
reach people a different way.

“During the COVID shutdown, I 
didn’t know when I’d get back on road 
to train,” he said. 

Then his colleagues urged him to for-
mat his training into a book.

“Deterring Unconstitutional Policing: 
What all cops, civic leaders and citi-
zens should know for improving police 
community interactions and reducing 
civil liability” was published May 2021.

“I take cases and read between the 
lines,” he said. 

The book includes chapters about 
noble policing, in regard to character, 
constitutional limitations, accountabil-
ity and respect; intelligence-led polic-
ing; subcultural pathologies on and off 
duty; de-escalation; oath-based polic-
ing and more.

“It’s for academy recruits, about the 
character in policing,” he said. “It’s a 
template for how to expect police offi -
cers to act. It’s for undergraduate crim-
inal justice students, but also for 
citizens. We all know what we expect 
from our police, but we fi nd it diffi cult 
to verbalize what that is. … 
Constitutional policing is professional 
policing served legally, humanely, eth-
ically and respectfully. It’s how we 
expect all offi cers to treat our citizens.”

The material, he said, reminds offi -
cers of the oath they took — to protect, 
preserve, support and defend constitu-
tional rights.

“We don’t train our offi cers in that,” 
he said. “We say the words, but we 
don’t explain them. The book explains 
them.”

Martinelli’s 10-page CV proves he’s 
knows what he’s talking — and writing 
— about.

He held several positions in the 
Detroit Police Department while 
attending law school. Though he even-
tually left the department, he main-
tained a law practice for 25 years.

“I retired as a probate lawyer,” he 
said. “My passion has always been 
policing. I’m from a family of cops and 
lawyers — and I’m both.”

Martinelli added a master’s degree in 
police conduct to his resume and, 
“That’s when it started,” he said. “I use 
my legal background to educate and 
empower police offi cers on what not to 
do.

“They say you can’t really teach cops 
morality or ethics; they either have 
strong morals or they don’t,” he contin-
ued. “I give case samples of offi cers 
who have egregious misconduct and 

tell them what 
not to do. This 
has been my 
passion since 
grad school.”

A member of 
the Academy of 
Criminal Justice 
S c i e n c e s , 
M a r t i n e l l i ’ s 
training is fed-
erally funded 
and offered free 
a r o u n d  t h e 
country. He also 
is a longtime 
contributor to 
The Police Chief 
m a g a z i n e , 
belongs to the 
M i d w e s t e r n 
Criminal Justice 
Association and 
is an adjunct 
professor of 
criminal justice 
at Wayne State 
University.

“We’re trying 
to get away 

from 1980s policing mentality — the 
war on drugs, the war on crime,” 
Martinelli said. “Police offi cers in a 
‘war’ dehumanizes the citizens we 
swore to serve. It’s ‘us vs. them’ or ‘me 
vs. him.’ That’s the problem we’re hav-
ing. We want to de-escalate, step back, 
pause to assess the situation — de-
escalate the situation and de-escalate 
self.

“… Our fi ght as police trainers … is 
to change the mindset and culture of 
policing,” he added. “We’re working 
with those in our communities. Without 
assistance from folks in the commu-
nity, we’d never be able to stop crime 
or prevent crime. It’s about integrity. 
You have to have character and trust-
worthiness to process integrity. To pro-
cess integrity, cops can’t lie. That’s all 
you have is your word. We give you a 
gun, we give you a badge, now live up 
to those expectations.”

Martinelli said his mission is an 
uphill battle, but one he embraces.

He has given his lecture at universi-
ties in the Midwest and sent his book 
to several academies.

“There are offi cers who want to read 
this,” he said. “The only way to make 
the industry better is to acknowledge 
the issues and change the mindset.

“This reinvigorates why they became 
a police offi cer,” he added. “It reminds 
you of your vocation. You don’t become 
a cop to become rich or powerful. You 
become a cop to protect and serve.”

Martinelli is available to speak 
locally. He would embrace the oppor-
tunity to share his message in his 
hometown. The Grosse Pointe South 
High School graduate grew up in the 
City of Grosse Pointe.

Those interested may contact him 
online at thomasjmartinelli.com. His 
book also is available on amazon.com 
and barnesandnoble.com.

“I’m just trying to get the message 
out,” he said. “I’m not defending the 
police. I’m training them to be better, 
to educate them and empower them.

“… I want to give hope to citizens we 
serve through training and through the 
book,” he added. “I hope citizens read 
the book, the police stories in there, 
and highlight them, dog ear them and 
give the book to their mayor or city 
council member and say, ‘This is what 
we want in our police department.’”

Attorney, former 
police officer teaches 
constitutional policing
By Jody McVeigh
Editor
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Tom Martinelli

From left, Grosse Pointe Sunrise Rotary Club President Sherrie Jones, Past 
President Paul Stockmann and Club Administrator Dennis Hyduk, during the 
club’s Jan. 30 meeting at Ford House. Stockmann received the Paul Harris pin 
at the meeting, in recognition of his continued fi nancial support to the Rotary 
Foundation.

The War Memorial Development Manager Meredith Hanoian, left, was wel-
comed by Grosse Pointe Sunrise Rotary Club President Sherrie Jones during 
the club’s Jan. 30 meeting at Ford House. Hanoian updated attendees about the 
renowned history of The War Memorial, as well as activities and events coming 
this year. Grosse Pointe Sunrise Rotary Club members extend an open invita-
tion to residents to join its Tuesday morning presentations at 7 a.m. For infor-
mation, email dennis.rotary1591@gmail.com.

Upcoming at The War Memorial

Ongoing support PHOTOS COURTESY OF BOB GRAMBO



The following proj-
ects won in their respec-
tive divisions at the fi rst 
Grosse Pointe History 
Day, coordinated by the 
Grosse Pointe Learning 
Collaborative. Students 
had a choice of medium, 
picking from a docu-
mentary, exhibit, paper, 
performance or website. 
The theme was “Turning 
Points in History.” 
S t u d e n t s  f r o m 
Univers i t y  L igge t t 
School, The Grosse 
Pointe Academy and 
M a i r e  E l e m e n t a r y 
School participated.

Youth Division
“River Raisin and the 

War of 1812”
Elliott Hemler
4th grade, Liggett

“African American 
Experience in Grosse 
Pointe”

Oliver Lindow 
Reagan Rochert
5th grade, The Grosse 

Pointe Academy

“Dr. MLK Speech” 
Wilson Davis
Katherine Jerome
Elizabeth Osten 
5th grade, The Grosse 

Pointe Academy

“French Heritage in 
GP including Ribbon 
Farms”

Alia Jenkins
Julianna Zuk
Mason Krasnicki
5th grade, The Grosse 

Pointe Academy

“The War Memorial; 
World War I, World War 
II, and Grosse Pointers”

Stella Milo
Riley Kimmel
Collin Bank
5th grade, The Grosse 

Pointe Academy

Junior Division
“Henry Ford and the 

Auto Race”
Jacob Rabbani
Yuri Polnyi
Luca Rossi
8th grade, Liggett

“The Creation of Ford’s 
Assembly Line”

Gisele El Etreby 
Morgan Montagne
8th grade, Liggett

“The Detroit Institute 
for Children”

Alexis Harrington 
Max Martin
Norah Hill
8th grade, Liggett

“Women’s Suffrage in GP”
Blair Wright
Kendall Butler
8th grade, Liggett

Senior Division
“Dr. Ossian Sweet”
Elliott Karr
10th grade, Liggett

“In What Ways Does the 
Introduction of the 
Assembly Line and Five 
Dollar Work Day Represent 
a Turning Point in History?”

Leighton Maltby
Lucy Wujek
Landon Maltby
Enzo Rossi
10th grade, Liggett

“In What Ways Did the 
Riot in 1967 Represent a 
Turning Point in History?”

Constantina Bournias
10th grade, Liggett

“The 1968 Tigers”
Liam Kurtz
10th grade, Liggett

“The Gross Points of 
Grosse Pointe”

Zaire Polk
Teresa Romanelli
Annabel Klaasen
10th grade, Liggett
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1 100 LAKE SHORE ROAD

GROSSE P OINTE SHORES,  MI  48236

313-884-4222

WWW.FORDHOUSE.ORG |

SWEET MOMENTS AT FORD HOUSE

Maple Syrup: Tapped, Shaken, and Served
March 7

Be captivated by the history and craftsmanship behind making maple syrup as you
observe the boiling process firsthand at our wood-fired syrup evaporator. Indulge

your taste buds with tantalizing syrup tastings at various stages of production.
Cap off the experience with specially crafted maple syrup-inspired cocktails

and cozy warm beverages.

Family Workshop: Maple Syrup
March 9

Discover the magic of maple syrup-making at Ford House! Join us for an experience
exploring the art of tapping trees and crafting that delicious syrup we all love.

From learning the perfect time of year to tap a tree to witnessing the journey from
sap to syrup, it’s an adventure for the whole family!

A picture of a vintage 
airplane and its accom-
panying plaque hanging 
in the office at Maire 
Elementary  School 
turned Sarah Neely’s 
second-grade class into 
mini historians.

“Maire is just a trea-
sure trove of historical 
facts,” Neely said. “We 
took a walk around the 
school and the kids 
started asking questions 
about the picture.”

What they found 
turned into a project that 
was presented at the 
first Grosse Pointe 
History Day Wednesday, 
Feb. 7, at Ford House. 
The event was coordi-
nated by the Grosse 
P o i n t e  L e a r n i n g 
Collaborative. 

The group, formed in 
2023, is a partnership 
between University 
Liggett School, Grosse 
P o i n t e  H i s t o r i c a l 
Soc ie ty ,  The  War 
Memorial, Ford House, 
The Grosse Pointe 
Academy, Grosse Pointe 
Public Library and 
Grosse Pointe News, 
focused on local history.

“One of the big initia-
tives of the group was to 
do this local event so 
students could showcase 
their findings,” Neely 
said. “And local history 
is a big focus of social 
studies in second grade.”

The plane in question 
was “The Old Gray 
Maire,” fl own by Grosse 
Pointe Woods resident 
Lionel Montagne in 
World War II. The proj-
ect was titled “In Our 
Small Way: How Maire 
Students Helped in 
WWII.”

During the 1940s, 
Maire participated in a 
program run by the U.S. 
Treasury Department 
called “Schools at War,” 
in which students set 
goals to sell stamps and 
bonds to support the war 
effort. Maire received 
the picture and plaque 
that have hung in the 
of f ice  s ince 1945. 
Schools had to raise 
$3,000 to have a plane 
named for it.

The plane Montagne 
fl ew as a staff sergeant 
in the U.S. Army Air 
Corps was a Stinson L-5 

ambulance plane, often 
referred to as a “fl ying 
Jeep.” It was used to 
deliver personnel or 
supplies to the front 
lines and return carry-
ing wounded soldiers.

“It was built in Wayne 
County and the school is 
in Wayne County, so 
they chose a pilot from 
here as well,” Neely 
said. 

Montagne, 103, was 
able to attend the event 
at Ford House.

“It was fantastic,” he 
said. “It brought back a 
lot of memories and it 
was nice to meet the 
kids.”

The students all wrote 
letters to Montagne and 
gifted him with a Maire 
T-shirt and sweatshirt.

A letter to the editor 
from Montagne’s mother 
that appeared in the 
Grosse Pointe News 
Feb. 22, 1945, related his 
appreciation based on a 
letter he wrote to her.

“Those kids will never 
know how happy I am to 
get a plane sponsored by 
them,” he wrote. “It just 
helps my heart feel 
good. All  day I’ve 
worked on it, looking it 
over. It’s perfect.”

As part of the project, 
the students created a 
video, which can be 
seen at shorturl.at/asxI6 
that begins with a count-
down and music remi-
niscent of the newsreels 
shown before movies 
during the war that kept 
the public updated. It 
also features pictures of 
Montagne with the 
plane and video of his 
94th birthday party, 
during which he talks 
about its capabilities.

It also has a recording 
of Montagne taken last 
month, in which he 
says, “Thank you, thank 
you, thank you. I was 

tickled when I found out 
Maire school repre-
sented me with the 
plane,” adding that he 
thought about it “every 
hour” while in Europe.

Neely said the class 
was able to do research 
via a book written in 
1986,  marking the 
school’s 50th anniver-
sary  t i t led  “Maire 
Through the Ages.” She 
also noted the Montagne 
family was a big help in 
providing photos and 
background informa-
tion.

Like so many stories 
from World War II, 
Montagne signed up for 
the U.S. Army Air 
Corps.  af ter  Pearl 
Harbor was attacked.

“I had a low draft 
number so I was going 
one way or another,” he 

laughed.
Montagne had two 

brothers, also pilots, in 
the U.S. Marine Corps. 
The three got married 
within weeks of each 
other in December 
1945. He was married to 
Ellen 52 years, with 
whom he raised several 
children. He’s been 
married 22 years to 
Helena.

Montagne graduated 
from University of 
Detroit High School, 
then took night classes 
a f te r  the  war  a t 
University of Detroit 
Mercy on the GI Bill, 
eventually retiring from 
Chevrolet after 42 years 
in materials handling.

“I have to give the 
Jesuits credit,” he said. 
“They gave me a good 
education.”

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

Maire students fl y through history

COURTESY PHOTO

From left, Maire second-grade teacher Sarah Neely, 
student Ronan Gallery and Lionel Montagne at the 
fi rst Grosse Pointe History Day.

                                     PHOTOS BY
RENEE LANDUYT 

“The Gross 
Points of 
Grosse 
Pointes” was 
created by 
University 
Liggett School 
students
Teresa 
Romanelli and 
Zaire Polk. 
Not pictured is 
classmate 
Annabel 
Klaasen, who 
also worked 
on the project.

History Day winners

Above, Liggett students Enzo 
Rossi, Leighton Maltby, Collette 
Peabody and Lucy Wujek. Rossi, 
Maltby, Wujek and Landen 
Malty created, “In What Ways 
Does the Introduction of the 
Assembly Line and Five Dollar 
Work Day Represent a Turning 
Point in History.” Peabody creat-
ed “The Detroit Assembly Line” 
project. Right, Liggett students 
Blaire Wright and Kendall Butler 
worked on “Women’s Suffrage in 
GP.”



GROSSE POINTE NEWS, FEBRUARY 15, 2024

2C  |  LIFE & LEISURE

Grosse Pointe GabbyGrosse Pointe Gabby
The Pulse Of The PointesThe Pulse Of The Pointes

Dear Gabby: About a 
year ago I showed a friend 
of mine some art pieces I 
was working on. She 
loved them so much, she 
bought several and then 
offered a lot of advice 
about how to market 
them, etc. It was a bit 
much if you ask me, but 
after some cajoling I 
wound up starting a pretty 
successful Etsy shop.

Recently, she asked to 
bring some potential 
buyers to my home to 

view my work. Well, they 
bought just about every-
thing I had to sell.

Afterward, she basically 
suggested that I owe her for 
helping start the business 
and bringing over paying 
customers — in the form of a 
free or discounted piece. I 
think this is off-base and 
rude. Am I wrong? — 
Painter in the Park

Dear Painter,

Congratulations on 

your business! Being 
able to make money 
doing what you love is 
certainly a gift.

Regarding this friend, 
though I do not love the 
idea of someone being so 
bold, I feel she is com-
pletely correct. Did it not 
occur to you to thank 
your friend for all she has 
done to help you? If I’m 
reading this right, she 
essentially bought your 
work, encouraged you to 
make a business out of it 

(which proved success-
ful) and then landed sev-
eral more sales in your 
lap. If you have not 
already thought of some-
thing kind to offer in 
return, I think you better 
start thinking.

— Gabby

We love problem-solving 
and giving advice! Please 
send us your questions & 
problems to advice@
grossepointenews.com.

Dear Annie

by Annie Lane

DEAR ANNIE: My 
husband and I are both 
in our second marriages, 
and we’ve been together 
nearly 27 years. I have 
no children. He has two 
grown sons. The younger 
one has lived with us 
since he was 11 years 
old. The older one was 
17 when I moved in, and 
he decided to live with 
his mother instead of 
staying with us.

Somehow, he resents 
both me and his brother, 
even though I have been 
nothing but welcoming 
to him. 

Over the years, he has 
lashed out with hateful 
words and actions.

At one point, he told 
his father and me that we 

were not welcome in his 
home and wouldn’t allow 
us to see his children. 
This rift lasted many 
years until, fi nally, every-
one made up. Things 
were good for a while 
and then fell apart again. 

I’ve decided I’ve had 
enough of this toxic rela-
tionship. His brother as 
well as his grown chil-
dren have no relation-
ship with him. And now 
neither do I. The prob-
lem is, this is creating 
tension in my marriage, 
putting a wedge between 
me and my husband and 
causing a lot of argu-
ments. My husband is 
the only family member 
who keeps in touch with 
him. He remarried sev-

eral years ago and is 
expecting a baby. My 
husband wants me to let 
bygones be bygones and 
forgive him. I have for-
given him; I just don’t 
want a relationship with 
him. I don’t know how to 
resolve this situation, 
and I would truly appre-
ciate your advice. — 
SEEKING SERENITY

DEAR SEEKING: 
You’ve been through the 
wringer dealing with the 
older son’s drama, and 
wanting to take a step 
back from the toxicity is 
understandable.

It sounds like your hus-
band is holding onto hope 
for a family reunion that 
might never happen. 

Having a heart-to-heart 
about your boundaries is 
key here. Let him know 
it’s not about holding a 
grudge but about protect-
ing your own mental 
health.

Consider bringing in a 
professional, like a coun-
selor, to navigate this con-
versation. You’re not 
alone in wanting a drama-
free life. Your next step is 
communicating this with 
your husband.

DEAR ANNIE: My 
dear friend is turning 
into a chronic fl ake, con-
stantly canceling plans at 
the last minute with 
vague excuses. It’s 
becoming a bit of a pat-
tern, and truth be told, 

it’s hurting my feelings. I 
can feel the resentment 
building up.

How do I address this 
without turning it into a 
full-blown fi ght? I genu-
inely want to keep her 
friendship, but these 
constant cancellations 
are really getting on my 
nerves.t. — FLAKED ON 
AND FRUSTRATED

DEAR FLAKED ON: 
IHonesty is the best policy 
here. Share that you value 
your connection and want 

to understand what’s 
going on. It could be that 
life is throwing curveballs 
her way. Remember, rela-
tionships that weather 
storms often come out 
stronger.

An open conversation 
might bring clarity and 
even end up strengthen-
ing your bond.

Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2024 
CREATORS.COM.

Family strains and friend flakes

Chilly festChilly fest

Artistic endeavor needs to 
reward friendly assistance

Grosse Pointe Park hosted its fourth annual Chilly Fest Feb. 10, in the 
Grosse Pointe Park business district on Kercheval and Charlevoix. The 
event included food trucks, rock climbing, a carnival ride, bed race demon-
stration, plastic fi sh toss, fowling and more.

Frieda Linford competes in the frozen fi sh toss to see how far she can toss 
the plastic fi sh. She made it at least 30 feet.

Jad Awan looks up at the rock 
climbing tower to see how high 
he has to climb.

Simone Keagle and Elitta Abousleiman had a blast on the Dixie 
Twister swing ride.

Jaxson Knapik walks away with confi -
dence after getting the infl atable ax to 
stick to the target.

Ben and Charlie Steiger had fun knocking down pins while fowling, 
which is using a football to bowl.

Photo story by Renee Landuyt
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Just 40 years ago, 
wine was a kind of hit-or-
miss beverage. But times 
change, and today almost 
every wine we see on the 
retail shelf or in a restau-
rant is perfectly sound.

Spoilage was so 
rampant in the 1970s 
that experts were 
employed at most 
upscale restaurants 
to make certain that 
the wines being pur-
chased were sound 
and free of imperfec-
tions. 

Even though Louis 
Pasteur had investi-
gated the principles 
of fermentation in 
the mid-1850s for 
decades after, some 
aspects of alcoholic 
fermentation were still 
not widely understood. 
But scientists made huge 
strides in this area, and 
clean, fault-free wine 
today is a result.

The proof is in the 
development of excellent 

delicate white wines, 
which decades ago were 
wildly inconsistent.

For centuries it was 
true that red wines were 
revered far more than 
whites. Today, some of 

the finest wines in the 
world are light whites 
that offer flavors we 
never saw in the past.

That’s because wine-
making is improving, 
and most wineries now 
have modern equipment 

that handles the fruit 
more gently, protecting it 
from the ravages of air 
and keeping it fresher 
and livelier than it’s ever 
been.

Most of today’s white 
wines need no aging 
at all —they are sim-
ply delightful when 
fresh and young. 
Most whites benefi t 
from being served 
cool; if served too 
cold, white wines’ 
subtle aromas can 
be stunned into sub-
mission.

One of the most 
dramatic examples 
of great charm in 
white wines is the 
development of 
great sauvignon 

blanc. Once called poor 
man’s chardonnay, sau-
vignon blanc was badly 
handled and often aged 
in oak, and the wines 
were erratic and not very 
tasty.

Beginning in the late 

1990s, a wave of great 
sauvignon blancs from 
New Zealand began to be 
seen in the United States 
that displayed a grassy 
or gooseberry sort of 
aroma and were crisp 
enough to work with 
lighter foods.

Now that style has 
been widely adopted by 
hundreds of California 
wineries. Among the 
brands that now do stel-
lar work with SB are 
Hanna, Dry Creek, St. 
Supery, Matanzas Creek, 
Quivira, Rodney Strong 
and Robert Mondavi.

Years ago, pinot grigio 
and its U.S. counterpart 
pinot gris were lacklus-
ter whites with little fl a-
vor,  but numerous 
California wineries now 
make great examples.

Perhaps the best 
“new” wine to hit the 
market is the rebirth of 
riesling in America. 
Riesling is now being 
made better than ever, 
and we are seeing terrifi c 
rieslings from many 
s t a t e s ,  p r i m a r i l y 
Washington and New 
York, but also Ohio, 
Michigan and Oregon.

Italian white wines 
once were considered to 
be so erratic because of 
bad equipment.

However, Italy today 
makes some of the fin-
est white wines in the 
world, including some 
made from Trebbiano, 
a grape variety that has 

been widely planted 
throughout Italy for a 
century, but rarely was 
seen outside of its own 
country.

Wine of the Week:
2021 Colle Chiocco 

Trebbiano Spoletino 
($30): This is a superb 
grape when it is handled 
properly.

This example is bright, 
citrus-y and tropical, 

with a lemon-oil fi nish. It 
is dry but still lightly suc-
culent: a delight! It’s 
available primarily at 
https://www.chigazola-
merchants.com.

To fi nd out more about 
Sonoma County resident 
Dan Berger, visit the 
Creators Syndicate web-
page at www.creators.
com. COPYRIGHT 2023 
CREATORS.COM.

My kids and I love 
taco night. It’s a staple in 
our house when my hus-
band is away.

Ground beef, loads of 
sour cream and lettuce 
and tomatoes. We all 
fi ght over the taco sauce 
perfectly drizzled over a 
hard shell.

Alas, on those nights 
when we crave it and dad 
is back, I have to come 
up with an alternate solu-
tion that everyone is 
happy with. I’ve found 
the way to my husband’s 
heart is with pork. So, 
carnitas are here for the 
win. 

Pork shoulder is 
slowly cooked until fork 
tender and then shred-
ded. It’s marinated with 
cumin, oregano and lots 
of orange juice.

After it’s shredded, it’s 
placed under the broiler 
just for a bit so the edges 
crisp up. It’s crispy and 
tender and a perfect 
addition to a warm fl our 
tortilla.

I like to serve this with 

a homemade pico de 
gallo. I use grape toma-
toes, onions, cilantro and 
lots of lime juice. These 
are simple ingredients 
that brighten up the fl a-
vor of the heavy meat.

Also, I actually slow 
cooked the pork the day 
before so all I had to do 
was crisp it the next day.

This recipe freezes 
well and could be used 
for anything. My twins 
prefer it over rice. Try it 
and stock your freezer 
with it when you don’t 
feel like cooking. It’s cur-
rently $1.99 per pound at 
Costco.

Cheers, Mombeau

Carnitas (Slow Cooker 
Mexican Pulled Pork)

4lbs pork shoulder

1 tbsp ground oregano

2 tsp cumin

2 tsp salt

1 tsp pepper

4 garlic cloves, minced

2 bay leaves

1 onion

¾ cup orange juice (2 
large oranges juiced)

Start by cutting the 
pork into two inch 
chunks and rub it with 
the oregano, cumin, salt 
and pepper. Place in the 
slow cooker along with 
the garlic, sliced onion 
and orange juice. Cook 
on high for seven hours. 
Remove the bay leaves.

Shred the pork, once 
fork tender and add the 
meat to a parchment 
lined baking sheet. Save 
some of the fat to help 
crisp under the broiler.

Broil the meat for two 
to three minutes or until 
the edges are browned 
and crisp. Serve in warm 
tortillas with a fresh ele-
ment such as pico de 
gallo.

by Dan Bergerby Dan Berger

Courtesy of Mombeau’s Table

Mexican night

Delicate white wines

by Anna Lizer

4.5 Out Of 5

When readers suggest a 
product to test, we listen. 
Recently we received a 
plea to try a cult-favorite 
product cal led Osea 
Undaria Algae body oil.

Sounds sort of … gross. 
Doesn’t it? But could 
thousands of high reviews 
l ie?  Would Victor ia 
Beckham tout a product 
that charged $50 (for a 
medium-sized bottle) if it 
didn’t work? We wanted 
to fi nd out.

Osea products are avail-
able online through the 
company itself, as well as 
Ulta and other beauty sites.

The company is dedi-
cated to using products 

from the sea for a few rea-
sons: First, because of the 
super rich vitamins, min-
erals and nutrients in sea-
weed and second, because 
it’s clean and sustainable.  

Osea has many prod-
ucts, but the one we were 
asked to try specifi cally is 
an after-bath or shower 
oil that comes in a pump 
bottle. Though you can 
use it on dry skin, it is 
highly recommended for 
damp skin.

First off, the smell is so 
clean and soft, yet deli-
cious. It gets a 10 out of 
10 for scent. Second, it’s 
an oil, but it’s not as 
greasy as, say, baby oil or 

coconut oil. So it gets a 10 
out of 10 for consistency. 

Several of us used it 
post-shower and immedi-
ately saw and felt glow-
ing, hydrated, extremely 
soft skin. The oil seemed 
to not be oily enough to 
worry us about ruining 
our clothing; however, 
caution is in order if 
you’re slipping into some-
thing like a silk dress. 
You never know.

The super-hydrated and 
moisturized feeling lasted 
at least half the day and 
overall our skin felt much 
better and less crepey in 
general for a full 24 hours.

With repeated use, all 

agreed the benefi ts were 
well worth the price tag of 
(gulp) $50 for fi ve ounces. 
After about a week or two 
of use, there was hardly a 
dent in the bottle, so a lit-
tle does seem to go a long 
way.

According to a survey, 
100 percent of users felt 
they had improved skin 
elasticity and moisturiza-
tion, 98 percent agreed 
t h e i r  s k i n  l o o k e d 
smoother and 100 percent 
agreed it made their skin 
more fi rm — among many 
other extremely favorable 
ratings. We agree.

Osea body oil is the real 
deal. The price is high, 

but it makes a great gift. 
We are giving it a 4.5 out 
of 5 alligators — only 
knocking it down for the 
high price. This is no ordi-
nary oil. You can find 
Osea at oseamalibu.com.  

We LOVE testing out 
new th ings !  Te l l  us 
about your favorite item 
or something you want 
us to try for you! Drop 
us a l ine at  media@
grossepointenews.com.

Best
BAR BURGERSBAR BURGERS

IN TOWN!IN TOWN!

CALL for CARRY-OUTCALL for CARRY-OUT
18666 Mack Ave., Grosse Pointe Farms

313-881-5675
021524

SEE 
MENU

BEST
BEST

of the

20        23

yKennedy’s

EST. 
1980

Delivery available through
Doordash, Grubhub and UberEats.

LENTEN DINNERS
Yellow Belly

 • PERCH DINNER• PERCH DINNER
 • COD DINNER• COD DINNER
 • SHRIMP DINNER • SHRIMP DINNER

ALL DINNERS INCLUDE
fries, cole slaw or salad and a warm roll

Check us out onCheck us out on
Doordash, Grubhub Doordash, Grubhub 

and UberEatsand UberEats

FRIDAYFRIDAY
FISHFISH

TACOSTACOS

PHOTO BY KAREN FERGUSON
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MOVIE REVIEW
“Misbehaviour”

2020 - Not Rated
1 hr 46 min
★★★✩✩

“Misbehaviour” tells 
the story of the birth of 
the women’s movement, 
set against the backdrop 
of the Miss World com-
petition in London, 
England, in 1970. It’s an 
engaging tale told, 
a p p r o p r i a t e l y ,  b y 
women.

This engaging fi lm was 
directed by Philippa 
Lowthorpe, known chiefl y 
for her TV work, which 
includes “Call the Midwife” 
and “The Crown,” and 
penned by Rebecca Fayn 
and Gaby Chiappe.

The three leads, Keira 
Knightley, Jessie Buckley, 
and Gugu Mbatha-Raw 
help make it a memora-
ble movie-viewing expe-
rience. 

The film opens with 
three significant snap-
shots. We see Bob Hope 
(Greg Kinnear) on stage 
entertaining the troops in 
Vietnam, as part of the 
USO tour. The world’s 
most unfunny comedian 
delivers a series of sexist, 
misogynist one-liners 
that displays just how 
clueless he is.

We witness a discus-
sion of the ideal measure-
ments for participants in 
the Miss World event.

Then we see Sally 
Alexander (Knightley), a 
27-year-old divorced 
mother as she’s inter-
viewing to be a graduate 
student at university. 
The panel is all men, the 
old boy’s network typi-
cal of academia at that 
time. It’s these narra-
tives that are the back-
bone of the movie. 

As the events unfold 
leading up to the compe-

tition, there are issues 
that need resolving.

Eric Morley (Rhys 
Ifans) and his wife Julia 
(Keeley Hawes) are the 
organizers and they’re 
eager to pull off the con-

test without a hitch.
For the past 20 years, 

the competition has only 
included white women. 
With the world’s atten-
tion focused on apartheid 
in South Africa, there’s 
pressure to have black 
participants. It’s almost 
comical when the solu-
tion is to allow two 
women from that country 
to enter; a Miss South 
Africa (white) and a Miss 
Africa South (black). 

A bulk of the story is 
focused on Ms. Alexander 
and Jo  Robinson 
(Buckley). Sally is a gen-
teel, buttoned-down indi-

vidual who’s determined 
to change the system while 
working within it. On the 
other hand, Jo is a fi ery, 
impulsive radical who 
likes nothing better than to 
spray graffi ti, lead demon-
strations and rile up folks.

While the two head-
strong women are seem-
ingly at odds with each 
other, they eventually 
realize they can accom-
plish much more by 
working together. 

The movie takes us 
behind the scenes to 
reveal the story as it 
unfolds. We’re treated to 
Bob Hope interacting 
with his wife Dolores 
(Lesley Manville). She’s 

totally on to what a phi-
landerer he is and dishes 
out subtle and not so sub-
tle digs at him. He’s 
almost insufferable as he 
delivers a couple com-
ments to his newly hired 
assistant. “Would you 
like a scotch and sofa or 
how about a gin and pla-
tonic?” are a few of his 
lines. We also see the 
event organizers instruct-
ing the participants in 
their routines. And of 
course, at the heart of the 
fi lm, we see the female 
activists preparing for the 
main event. 

The film could easily 

have depicted the women 
involved in the Miss 
World contest as a group 
of giggly, ditzy girls, but 
it does the opposite. It 
presents them as individ-
uals working to get ahead 
in life through a sexist 
event whose time had 
come long ago. It treats 
them with the dignity 
they deserve.

Miss Grenada, Jennifer 
Hosten (Mbatha-Raw) is 
particularly introspective. 
One of the most powerful 
scenes in the movie is 
also one of the quietest 
ones. Sally encounters 
her in the bathroom right 
after it’s announced that 
she’s the winner of the 
contest. She comments 
that while it’s not the 
most ideal way to get 
ahead, her winning can 
give hope to young girls 
around the world.  Hosten 
was the fi rst black woman 
to be crowned Miss 
World.

All this leads up to the 
big event — the riotous 
protest during the contest 
itself. It’s full of well-
planned mayhem where 
you’ll practically jump up 
to egg them on. You 
almost wish you were 
there to witness the pro-
test in person. The event 
is the culmination of one 
of the initial stages of the 
women’s l iberation 
movement.

While it did lead to sig-
nificant changes in the 
world, it also indicates 
just how much more 
work needs to be done. 

Note to parents: The 
fi lm is Not Rated but I’d 
give it a PG-13. 

Currently streaming for 
free on Kanopy and Hoopla 
(with your library card), 
and Tubi. Also available to 
rent on Prime Video. 

My rating system:

★ A real stinker. A 
movie that is so bad,
you’re embarrassed to 
admit you’ve seen it, 
but you have to rate it 
nonetheless. 

★★ So-so. Not a total 
waste of time, but you 

would have been better 
off reading a good book. 

★★★ Pretty good. In
fact, if there weren’t any 
other movies in your 
queue, you might watch 
it again.

★★★★ One you’d
recommend to friends.

★★★★★ So good
you’d actually go out and 
buy it! 

About this column:

My main focus is on
films that I feel have
gone under the radar and 
deserve more recognition.

They include both 
mainstream and indie 
films streaming on ser-
v ices  l ike  Net f l ix , 
Hoopla, and Kanopy. 

I’ll also review note-
worthy new theatrical 
releases as well.

For movie trailers, visit 
youtube.com.

If you have any sugges-
tions, feel free to email me at: 
dominmark@yahoo.com. 

Also, if you’re looking 
for more recommenda-
tions, be sure to check 
out my blog: moviejunk-
iemark.blogspot.com.

Sally (Knightly) and Miss Grenada ( Gugu Mbatha-Raw) share a moment after her victory.

Left, Lesley Manville as Dolores and Greg Kinnear 
as Bob Hope.

Left, Keira Knightley as Sally Alexander and Jessie 
Buckley as Jo Robinson.

Sally (Knightley) taken into custody.

MC Bob Hope played by Greg Kinnear.

Miss World played by 
Gugu Mbatha-Raw.

Movie Junkie Mark
by Mark Domin

The contestants in the bathing suit competition.

                                                  PHOTOS COURTESY OF PATHÉ PRESENTS, BBC FILMS AND LEFT BANK PICTURES

Left, Keira Knightley as Sally Alexander and Jessie Buckley as Jo Robinson 
in the 2020 movie “Misbehaviour,” directed by Philippa Lowthorpe.



GROSSE POINTE NEWS, FEBRUARY 15, 2024

LIFE & LEISURE  |  5C

Weekly HoroscopesWeekly HoroscopesWeekly Horoscopes
Royal StarsRoyal StarsRoyal Stars
Moon Alert: There are 

no restrictions to shop-
ping or important deci-
sions today. The Moon is 
in Taurus.

Happy Birthday for 
Thursday, February 15, 
2024:

You’re adventurous, 
enthusiastic and fun. You 
live life fully, and you value 
your intellectual freedom. 
You might renew your reli-
gious or spiritual beliefs 
this year. You might 
explore certain philoso-
phies, because you want to 
learn the true meaning of 
your life. You also might 
teach someone.

ARIES
(March 21-April 19)
Guard against impul-

sive decisions that affect 
your finances or your 
assets today, because you 
will be inclined to make 
an off-the-cuff move that 
you might later regret. 
For example, you might 
spontaneously buy some-
thing. Postpone impor-
tant discussions for 
another day to avoid 
arguments.  Tonight: 
Protect your belongings.

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)

You feel emotional 
today, which is why you 
might find yourself at 
odds with parents, bosses 
and VIPs. It could be 
minor stuff; neverthe-
less, it’s unsettling. In 
fact, later in the day, you 
might feel downright 
impulsive. Think before 
you speak or act. Tonight: 
Be prepared.

GEMINI
(May 21-June 20)

If  you’re making 
travel plans today, leave 
yourself some wiggle 
room in case you need 
to cancel. You might 
impulsively do some-
thing and then later 
want to change your 
mind. This also applies 
to decisions about uni-
versities, schooling, the 
law, medicine and pub-
lishing. Tonight: Feeling 
restless!

CANCER
(June 21-July 22)

Be careful with matters 
regarding shared prop-
erty, taxes, debt and 
inheritances. You might 
make a fast decision 
today that impacts these 
areas. If so, make sure 
you know what you’re 
doing. Disputes are pos-
sible. On the bright side, 
an unexpected gift might 
come your way. Tonight: 
New contacts.

LEO
(July 23-Aug. 22)

People notice you today, 
and they will certainly 
notice a public argument. 
(Stage whispers or loud 
hissing.) Because of this 
high-viz quality, do your 
best to be patient with part-
ners and close friends, 
even if you feel annoyed. 
After all, your public is 
watching. Tonight: A sur-
prise.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

Steer clear of squabbles 
with co-workers and cus-
tomers or anything related 
to your job today. Likewise, 
quarrels related to a pet or 
even with health-care 
workers might arise. 
Change your routine. Go 
someplace you’ve never 
been before. Tonight: Stay 
fl exible.

LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

Parents must be patient 
with their kids today, 
because it’s easy for 
things to go south in a 
New York minute. 
Patience is the key. 
Likewise, romantic part-
ners must be patient with 
each other today. This is 
a glitch that will blow 
over quickly. Tonight: 
Check your fi nances.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

Today you have to go 
more than halfway when 
dealing with others, which 
means you have to encour-
age feelings of coopera-
tion within yourself. Be 
patient especially when 

dealing with partners and 
family members. Tonight: 
Patience.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

You have opinions and 
thoughts about many 
things. You are the phi-
losopher of the zodiac. 
Resist the urge to get 
into disputes about 
issues today. Don’t take 
the bait. Instead, focus 
on potential travel in the 
future, especially work-
related travel. Tonight: 
Observe.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

Parents must be patient 
with their kids today. This 
is the only way to keep the 
peace and your sanity. 
Likewise, romantic part-
ners must be patient with 
each other, especially in 
discussions about shared 
costs, shared fi nances and 
the division of labor. 
Tonight: Sudden changes.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

Four planets are in your 
sign right now, which is 
empowering. However, 
today the Moon, at the bot-
tom of your chart, is at 
odds with these planets  
which is why you might be 
drawn into domestic argu-
ments or disputes that you 
don’t need. Forewarned is 
forearmed. Tonight: 
Family surprise.

PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20)

Disputes with daily con-
tacts, siblings and rela-
tives will be challenging 
today. Don’t get involved.
Instead, they will drain 
you. This is an excellent 
day to do research or look 
for answers behind the 
scenes. Avoid anyone who 
doesn’t have your best 
interests at heart. Tonight: 
Change of routine.

BORN TODAY
“The Simpsons” car-

toonist Matt Groening 
(1954), actress Alex 
Borstein (1971), actor 
Callum Turner (1990).
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Contract BridgeContract Bridge
GIVE A LITTLE, GAIN A LOT

Point count is usually a helpful guide 
to the number of tricks you can take, 
but it is not a perfect yardstick. Freak 
distribution can seriously affect the 
accuracy of high-card point count, par-
ticularly in the case of suit contracts.

Consider this deal where South got to 
five clubs doubled. West had 17 points 
and probably thought he’d tear that 
contract to pieces, especially with East 
having bid twice. But things didn’t 
quite turn out the way he had expected.

West led a spade. Declarer won with 

the ace, played the king and another 
heart, finessing the jack, and discard-
ed his singleton diamond on the ace of 
hearts.

These four plays established a per-
fect crossruff position, and South 
proceeded to take full advantage. He 
ruffed a diamond, a spade, a diamond, 
a spade and then a third diamond and a 
third spade.

Ten tricks had now been played, and 
declarer had taken them all. West was 
down to the A-K-10 of trump, and 
South the Q-J-9. When declarer next 
led a club to his queen, West could 
score only two trump tricks, so South 
wound up making five clubs doubled 
despite East-West’s 24 high-card 
points!

Observe that the outcome would 
have been altogether different had 
West elected to start off with the A-K-
10 of clubs. In that event, South would 
have gone down two.

It should be said parenthetically that 
there are very good reasons for West 
to begin by leading three rounds of 
trump. North-South were obviously 
bidding on distribution rather than 
high cards, so West should have taken 
steps to short-circuit any impending 
crossruff. Although this was likely to 
cost West a trump trick, it was highly 
probable that the trick would come 
back with interest.

©2024 King Features Syndicate Inc.

by Steve Becker

Find 10 Differences
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Garfield                                                                       Jim Davis
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Beetle Bailey                                          Greg, Brian, Neal and Mort Walker

Flying McCoys           Glenn McCoyZiggy                          Tom Wilson

Wizard of Id       Created by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart. Currently by Mason Mastroianni

Andy Capp                                                                 Reg Smythe 

© 2024 by Andrews McMeel Syndication 2/8 Solution

Complete the
grid so every row,
column and 3 x 3
box contains
every digit from
1 to 9 inclusively.

Previous puzzle
solution

U N I V E R S A L
Sudoku Puzzle

2/15

Blondie                                                                     Chris and Dean Young

©
20

24
 b

y 
Ki

ng
 F

ea
yu

re
s 

Sy
nd

ic
at

e,
 In

c.
 W

or
ld

 r
ig

ht
s 

re
se

ve
d

©
20

24
 C

om
ic

an
a,

 In
c.

 D
is

tr
ib

ut
ed

 b
y 

Ki
ng

 F
ea

tu
re

s 
Sy

nd
ic

at
e.

Family Circus                                        Bill and Jeff Keane

“I can’t believe it! You saved all your report 
cards and not a single baseball card.”

©2024 Bill Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

Universal Crossword

© 2024 by Andrews McMeel Universal
www.upuzzles.com

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER

Edited by David Steinberg February 15, 2024

2/8 Solution

    Fashion Seasons by Spencer Leach and Lila Goldenberg2/15
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Over The Hedge                                              Michael Fry and T. Lewis
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W
iz

ar
do

fId
.c

om
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
Fa

ce
bo

ok
.c

om
/W

iz
ar

d 
O

fId

D
is

t. 
by

 C
re

at
or

s
©

Jo
hn

 H
ar

t S
tu

di
os

 In
c.

 A
ll 

rig
ht

s 
re

se
ve

d

©
 2

02
4 

M
Fr

y 
& 

T 
Le

w
is

, D
is

t. 
by

 A
nd

re
w

s 
M

cM
ee

l S
yn

di
ca

tio
n



GROSSE POINTE NEWS, FEBRUARY 15, 2024  7C

Reality Check          Dave Whamond Bizarro             Dan Piraro and Wayno

Hagar The Horrible                                      Dik Browne and Chris Browne

Wumo                                                Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler 

B.C.                                                     Johnny Hart and Mason Mastroianni 

Peanuts                                                                                                                                               Charles M. Schulz

Carpe Diem                                                            Niklas Eriksson

The Lockhorns       Bill Hoest,         Bunny Hoest and John Reiner

Hank Ketchum, Scott Ketchum,

t
Comics

Crankshaft                                                           Tom Batiuk and Dan Davis
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Crock                                                      Created by Bill Rechin and Brant Parker 

Marmaduke                                    Paul & Brad Anderson

Mother Goose and Grim                                              Mike Peters

“YES,  MONEY  LAUNDERING IS ILLEGAL...  BUT  I  DON’T
THINK  YOU  HAVE  TO  WORRY  ABOUT  THE  QUARTER

YOU  LEFT  IN  YOUR  POCKET.” 

“The plumber said it was either this or I had to 
give up chilli nachos forever.”

Close To Home                                    John McPherson

Dennis the Menace            Ron Ferdinand and Marcus Hamilton
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“THIS  IS  THE  THIRD  DAY  IN  A  ROW
WE’VE  HAD  YOUR  SOUP  DU JOUR.” 
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“One of the main goals of the Neighborhood Watch 
is to keep and eye out for Marmaduke.”
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Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.
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Standards Link: Read informational text about 
Black history and journalism.

Standards Link: Read informational text about Black history and journalism.

Simeon Booker Jr.

Standards Link: Language Arts: 
Follow written instructions.

On one page of the 
newspaper, find and 

circle every letter of the 
alphabet that you can. 

Then connect the letters 
to create a design. 

Color your design and 
share! Have fun!

Newspaper 
ABCs

Cut out each piece and paste the paragraph in the 
correct order in the space below.

First African American Newspaper
Freedom’s Journal was the first 
African American owned and operated 
newspaper. The newspaper editors said, 
“Too long have others spoken for us.” 
They wanted to write about and for 
their fellow African Americans. 
Starting in 1827, Freedom’s Journal
helped lead the way for other 
Black-owned newspapers in the 1800s.

How many papers?
Add up the numbers on the correct 
path of the maze to find out how 

many African American owned and 
operated newspapers circulated 

throughout the U.S. in 1861.

1847
Frederick Douglass started a newspaper 
called The North Star in 1847. This was 
a newspaper where black people could 
write about their news, ideas and 
share opinions.

Use the code to find out what Frederick 
Douglass said about reading.

Twenty-one years after Robert Abbott founded The Chicago Defender, Anthony Overton, 
an African American millionaire, started The Chicago Bee to compete with The Chicago 
Defender. It was a remarkable business as the staff was mostly women. That was very 
unusual in 1926. Olive M. Diggs was one of the newspaper’s managing editors. Other 
female editors included Ida B. Wells. She helped start the civil rights organization known 
as the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP).

What year did Anthony Overton start The Chicago Bee?

In 1952, Simeon Booker Jr. became the first Black reporter 
for a well-known and well-read newspaper that still publishes 
today. Circle every other letter below to find out the name of 
this newspaper.

T R H K E U W B A L S V H W I J N
P G S T R O H N Y P A O N S B T

7 8 14 12 1 7 4

9 12 16 6 8 5 7

6 12 16 13 1 7 4

2 10 9 9 15 12

11 7 6 12 3 12 6

11 6 12 12
– FREDERICK DOUGLASS
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Standards Link: Language Arts: Spell words correctly.

1964
The Washington Informer is a weekly newspaper published in 
Washington, D.C. It is owned by a woman and reports on the 
African American community in the D.C. area.

The publisher is Denise Rolark Barnes. Her father, Calvin W. 
Rolark, founded the paper in 1964.

Fill in the missing vowels to find out something special about 
The Washington Informer.

“The time is always right 
to do what is right.”

– MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Start

Finish

15

15

9

12

6

2

11

5

5

© 2024 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 40, No. 11

Work in teams to measure how many column 
inches your newspaper devotes to news from 
different groups of people in your community, 
such as children, seniors, men, women, people 
of color, etc. Graph your results.
Standards Link: Mathematics: Graph data.

Analyze the News Leadership
What are three things good 
leaders do? Make a list and 
explain how each of these 

things makes a good leader.

The noun newspaper means 
paper printed with news, 
opinions, ads and other 

information. 

NEWSPAPER

Try to use the word 
newspaper in a sentence 

today when talking with your 
friends and family members.

A newspaper brings the 
world into your hands.

This week’s word:

With hundreds of topics, every 
Kid Scoop  printable activity pack 
features six-to-seven pages of 
high-interest extra learning 
activities for home and 
school! Get your free 
sample today at:

Look at the timeline dates below. 
Next to each one, write something you 
learned from today’s Kid Scoop page 

on the lines next to each date.

1827

1847

1861

1905

1926

1952

1964

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.WCCCD.EDU OR CALL 313-496-2600

ONE VISION, ONE DISTRICT, ONE COLLEGE
WAYNE COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT

02
15

24
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SPORTS

The wrestling post-
season officially got 
underway last week, 
with Grosse Pointe 
South and Grosse 
Pointe North beginning 
the journey to Ford 
Field and the state 
finals. The Norsemen 
and Blue Devils took 
part in both team and 
individual district tour-
naments last week, with 
North claiming its fi rst 
district title in more 
than a decade and wres-
tlers from both schools 
securing their spots in 
the regional round. 

North
North entered its 

Division 2 team district 
matchup against Harper 
Woods last Wednesday, 
Feb. 7, looking to lift the 
district trophy as a team 
for the fi rst time since 
2013. The Norsemen 
were able to do just that 
in front of their home 
crowd, beating Harper 
Woods 46-24 and win-
ning their fi rst team dis-
trict championship in a 
little over a decade.

“I’m very proud of this 
team for grasping this 
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t , ” 
North wrestling head 
coach Jaron Nelson 
said. “We’ve been talk-
ing about it for a few 
years, and the team has 
made great efforts to 
get more student ath-
letes involved in and on 

the team. We fi nally put 
together enough bodies 
to make a team and we 
went out and got the job 
done.  We have  a 
younger team so it’s a 
great time to make this 
our standard and the 
new expectation at 
North.”

It was then on to indi-
vidual  distr icts  on 
Saturday, Feb. 10, with 
North’s wrestlers travel-
ing to Lake Shore to 
fi ght their way to region-
als.  The Norsemen 
ended the day with 
three wrestlers who 
earned the right to 
advance in the postsea-
son. 

After winning a MAC 
league championship at 
144 pounds a week 

before, North senior 
Preston Auld was look-
ing to add a district title 
in the weight class to his 
list of accolades. He 
ended up being just 
short, losing 6-5 on 
points to Brother Rice’s 
Deacon MacNeill in the 
district fi nal match, but 
made it far enough to 
secure a spot at region-
als. 

Another  reg iona l 
qualifier from North 
was Andrew Persyn. 
The senior made it to 
the district semifinal 
round at 150 pounds 
before losing Ayden 
Tatum from Orchard 
L a k e  S t .  M a r y ’ s . 
However, in the conso-

lation bracket, Persyn 
battled his way to the 
th i rd -p lace  match . 
There, he would fall to 
Warren Woods-Tower’s 
Xavier Brooks, but 
Persyn still qualifi ed for 
the regional round with 
his performance. 

Derand Sako was the 
third of North’s regional 
qualifi ers. Wrestling at 
157 pounds, Sako lost in 
the quarterfinal but 
made a run in the con-
solation bracket, mak-
ing it to the third-place 
match. Sako lost to 
A idan  Eded  f rom 
Woods-Tower in the 
third-place matchup, 
but had advanced far 
enough to secure a 

regional qualifying bid. 
North wrestled in the 

team regional tourna-
ment on Wednesday, 
Feb. 14, after press 
time. Auld, Persyn and 
Sako will wrestle at the 
individual regional tour-
nament in Division 2 on 
Saturday, Feb. 17, at 
Warren Woods-Tower 
starting at 9:30 a.m.

South
The Blue Devils com-

peted in their Division 1 
team district tourna-
ment last Wednesday, 
Feb. 7. After dominating 
Detroit Cass Tech in the 
semifinal, South ulti-

2D BOYS HOCKEY  |  3D SOUTH BOYS HOOPS | 4D HITS & HIGHLIGHTS  |  4D-5D CLASSIFIED

102 Kercheval Avenue, Suite 200 • Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236 • (313) 882-7100 • www.pointecapital.com 

A MODERN APPROACH TO TRADITIONAL INVESTING™

Jeff Huebner • Liz Ottaway • Paul Huebner • Chuck Huebner • Jim Carroll • Heather Williams • Susan Doughty

02
15

24

Though it took some 
overtime heroics from 
quarterback and game 
MVP Patrick Mahomes, 
the Kansas City Chiefs 
beat the San Francisco 
49ers 25-22 last Sunday 
night in Las Vegas for 
the team’s second con-
secutive Super Bowl 
championship.

Back home, we also 
have a local high school 
coach to crown as win-
ner of the Grosse 
Pointe News Super 
Bowl LVIII “Guest 
Picker” contest in one 
Jay Ricci, University 
Liggett School’s new 
head varsity baseball 
coach. The Knights’ 
rookie skipper gave us 
the most accurate picks 

for the game’s winner 
(Chiefs), final score 
(24-20) and MVP 
(Mahomes). 

Ricci’s savvy 
p r e d i c t i o n 
earned him city 
b r a g g i n g 
rights and a 
prize pack 
that includes 
a GP News 
subscription, 
mug and 2024 
calendar, as well 
as a $100 gift card 
from The Bricks 
Pizzeria in Grosse 
Pointe Park. He also 
will get an oversized 
“fan face” of himself 
(as seen above) to dis-
play anywhere to his 
liking, serving as a 

happy reminder of his 
big win.

Of note, 
m a n y 
o t h e r 
coaches 
gave sim-
i l a r l y 
accurate 
p r e d i c -
tions in 
all three 

c a t e g o -
ries,  but 

Ricci was the 
only coach to 

not go over in total 
points. At kickoff, 
the “over/under” 
betting line was 

47.5, while some books 
closed at 47. Ricci’s 
was 44.

— Meg Leonard

Contest champ!

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

North wins districts, 
Pointes’ wrestlers
punch regional tickets 

PHOTO BY MELISSA SPAIN

Grosse Pointe North varsity wrestling defeated Harper Woods 46-24 
Wednesday, Feb. 7, to win its fi rst team district championship since 2013.

See WRESTLE, page 2D

Anyone who has seen 
the University Liggett 
girls varsity hockey 
team play this season 
could tell that senior 
Sofie Ancona is one of 
the most dominant 
players on the ice on 
a n y  g i v e n  n i g h t . 
However, during this 
time last year, Ancona 
was  watch ing  the 
Knights from behind 
the bench, sidelined for 
nearly the entire season 
with an ACL injury. 

Now, Ancona is back 
and arguably playing 
better than ever. It was 
a long road to get here, 
but the Knights’ senior 
captain is back to play-
ing at what she thinks is 
her highest level.

“I’d definitely say that 
it was tough coming 
back,” Ancona said. 
“Mentally, it took a toll 
on me and I had to 

prove to myself that I 
could still play at the 
level I wanted to be at. 
The first few games def-
initely weren’t my best, 
but I didn’t do bad. The 
first month or so was a 
stepping stone for me to 
reach where I’m at now, 
and I worked hard 
every single practice 
and game improving 
myself and allowing 
myself to grow as a 
player.”

Ancona seemingly 
has not missed a beat 
this season in her come-
back and the numbers 
show it. She currently 
leads Liggett’s team in 
goals (34) and points 
(49). 

Looking at the stat 
sheets from the Knights’ 
games in just the past 
couple of weeks show 
how dominant of a run 
Ancona is on. It began 
with a four-goal perfor-
mance against Ann 
Arbor Skyline-Huron 

Jan. 27. She 
followed that 
up with a hat-
trick against 
Sacred Heart 
and  scored 
twice in the 
Knights’ win 
over Grosse 
Pointe South 
J a n .  3 1 . 
Ancona then 
had another 
f o u r - g o a l 
game against 
W a s h t e n a w 
United and hat-tricks 
against both Grosse 
Pointe North Feb. 7 and 
Northville two nights 
later.

“I think I’ve just been 

able to find the net a bit 
easier than I was really 
early in the season,” 
Ancona said about her 

By  Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Ancona acing comeback season 
with Liggett girls varsity hockey

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK 

ATH ETEATH ETE
OF THEWEEK

Sofie AnconaSofie Ancona
School: University Liggett
Sport: Hockey

Sponsored by Pointe Capital Management

Super Sofie
•  Leads Liggett in goals (34) and points (49) 

thru 19 games

•  Scored multiple goals in 7 of 8 games from 
Jan. 26 to Feb. 10 

•  Missed majority of 2022-23 season with 
ACL injury

See ATHLETE, page 2D

PHOTO BY LEON HALIP

Senior captain Sofi e Ancona currently leads the 
Knights with 34 goals this season.
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Council adopted the 
following ordinance amendment at its meeting held on Monday, 
February 5, 2024. The ordinance amendment was adopted in 
accordance with the City Charter and will become effective 
February 15, 2024, and is hereby published by title:

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES 
FOR THE CITY OF GROSSE POINTE WOODS BY 
REPEALING IN ITS ENTIRETY CHAPTER 32, SIGNS, AND 
REPLACING IT WITH AN UPDATED AND REORGANIZED 
CHAPTER 32, SIGNS.

The ordinance is available for public inspection or purchase from 
the Office of the City Clerk, at the Robert E. Novitke Municipal 
Center, 20025 Mack Plaza Drive, between 8:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., 
Monday through Friday, or www.gpwmi.us.
 Paul P. Antolin
 City ClerkG.P.N.: 2/15/24

CITY OF HARPER WOODS
POLICE DEPARTMENT

WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN
NOTICE

 AUCTION OF 
IMPOUNDED/ABANDONED VEHICLES

Pursuant to PA 104, an auction will be held on FEBRUARY 
28, 2024  at 5:00 p.m. at Woods Towing, located at 22755 
Lexington, Eastpointe, MI. The following impounded/
abandoned vehicles will be auctioned:

2002 CHEVY AVALANCHE ........ 3GNEK13T02G359818
2015 HYUNDAI ELANTRA ........ KMHDH4AE3FU355365
2014 DODGE JOURNEY  ............ 3C4PDDFG9ET161732
2001 TOYOTA SIENNA ............... 4T3ZF13C41U390812
2014 CHRYSLER 300 ................... 2C3CCAGG8EH384422
2004 BUICK RAINIER ................ 5GAET13P742183789
2017 KIA FORTE .......................... 3KPFK4A74HE124069 
2003 CHEVY AVALANCHE ........ 3GNEK13T73G267686
2014 DODGE CHARGER............ 2C3CDXBG4EH174519
2014 BUICK VERANO ................ 1G4PR5SK6E4149024
2010 FORD FOCUS ...................... 1FAHP3FN1AW107291
2004 FORD FOCUS ...................... 1FAFP38Z14W111143
2005 SATURN ION ....................... 1G8AJ52F25Z183057
2017 CHEVY EQUINOX ............. 2GNALCEK9H6241301
1997 CHEVY 3500 ........................ 1GBHC39F7SE254902
1973 PLYMOUTH FURY ............. PH23K3F127759
2005 CHRYSLER TWN/CTRY ... 1C4GP45R35B437463
2002 TOYOTA TUNDRA ............. 5TDRT34102S297878
2006 CHEVROLET EQUINOX .. 2CNDL23F066009362

The above vehicles can be viewed 1/2 hour prior to the 

check only. Cars listed may be pulled or released prior to the 
auction by the Harper Woods Police Department.

Lt. Thomas Teatsorth 

A copy of this notice can be viewed on www.harperwoodscity.org 
under Public Notices.

BOARD OF REVIEW
Meetings for the purpose of reviewing the 2024 Assessment 
Roll for the City of Grosse Pointe Farms, Wayne County, 
Michigan, will be held by the Board of Review on:

TUESDAY, MARCH 5, 2024
From 2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

and
  6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

and

TUESDAY, MARCH 26, 2024
From 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

and
1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

at City Hall, 90 Kerby Road, Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan 
48236.

Hearings will be scheduled by appointment.  Please contact 
City of Grosse Pointe Farms at (313) 640-1618. You may also 
petition the Board in writing through the mail if you cannot 
make the hearing dates.  These letters HAVE TO BE IN THE 
OFFICE BY FRIDAY, MARCH 22nd.

G.P.N.: 2/15/24; 2/22/24; 2/29/24; 3/7/24

recent hot streak. “... 
My team helps me 
embrace the dominant 
player I can be on the 
ice at times. Being 
around phenomenal 
people and really good 
hockey players has 
boosted my ability to 
score. It’s been cool to 
help my team win. 
Really that’s all.”

While she has been 
piling up the points this 
season, Ancona still 
makes it a priority to be 
as much of a team 
player as possible. This 
is her second consecu-
tive season serving as a 
captain for the Knights, 
but her tenure as a cap-
tain last  year was 
largely spent leading 
from off the ice. 

However, that led to 
Ancona picking up a 
different perspective on 
leadership, one she is 
passing on to her fellow 
captains and the rest of 
her teammates through-
out this campaign.

“I’m really lucky to 
have such a great team 
with me and supporting 
me and helping me 
grow as a leader,” she 
said. “Last year, I got 
the chance to be a cap-
tain as well and see the 
game through a differ-
ent lens. … It helped me 
put into perspective 
what’s important play-
ing hockey and going 
through school. I think 
I’ve been able to relate 
that to the team a lot 
this year, about what 
are our priorities and 
what we can do to win.”

The main priority for 
Ancona and the Knights 
this year is winning a 
four th  consecut ive 
Michigan Girls High 
School Hockey League 
Division 1 state champi-
onship. Liggett would 
become the first girls 
hockey team in state 
history to “four-peat,” 
and it would mean that 
Ancona and her fellow 
seniors would end every 
season of their high 
school careers as cham-
pions.

“It’s kind of crazy 
when I think about it,” 
Ancona said. “Winning 
it one time is cool 
enough, but three times 
in a row has been really 
special. Working for the 
fourth, sometimes you 
need to stay motivated 
when you’re used to 
winning. … It definitely 
takes hard work and 
focus to reach that goal, 
and if we can end up 
doing it again I’ll be for-
ever grateful to this 
program and what 
they’ve let us build.”

Ancona and the rest 
of the senior class, six 
in total on this year’s 
Liggett roster, would 
leave quite the legacy 
with the Knights’ pro-
gram if this season ends 
with another state title. 
What makes it even 
more special is the fact 
most of those seniors 
have been together on 
the team the entire ride 
for nearly four seasons. 

Scoring hat-tricks 
and helping lead the 
team to dominant wins 
is definitely a plus, but 
Ancona wants to stay 
focused not only on 
winning, but on enjoy-

ing every last opportu-
nity she gets to take the 
ice alongside her fellow 
Knights and friends. 

“It’s always been a 
privilege to play with 
my friends and being 
able to reach our senior 
year together has been 
everything I could’ve 
dreamed of,” she said. 
“ . . .  Having played 
together so long, we 
know what each other 
are going to do before 
we even do it. That 
chemistry has really 
built with us through-
out the years, and even 
the new additions to the 
team have been pieces 
that fit into the puzzle 
really well.”

ATHLETE:
Continued from page 1D

Nominate Your Athlete
To nominate a future Athlete of the 
Week, visit grossepointenews.com/
athlete-of-the-week.

mately came up short in 
the team final, losing 
the district title 54-21 to 
Lakeview. 

South moved on to 
individual districts on 
Saturday, Feb. 10, at 
Royal Oak, with four 
wrestlers ultimately 
moving on to regionals, 
with two individual dis-
trict champions.

Junior Wyatt Hepner 
continued his dominant 
season for the Blue 
Devils by adding a dis-
trict title to his resume. 
Hepner was the top seed 
in  the  138 -pound 
bracket and made the 
most of it, cruising on 
his way to the district 
final match and ulti-

mately taking the crown 
with a 7-0 points victory 
over Warren Mott’s Adil 
Salam. 

In the 175-pound 
bracket, senior Paul 
Wilson began his quest 
to return to Ford Field 
during the district tour-
nament. He took a big 
step closer to his goal 
by winning the district 
title in the weight class, 
w o r k i n g  h i s  w a y 
through the bracket and 
eventually defeating 
Hussein Ajami from 
Dearborn Fordson 5-4 
in the fi nal. 

Lex  Wi l son  was 
another South wrestler 
to make it to a district 
fi nal match. Wrestling 
at 215 pounds, Lex 
Wilson came up just 
short of a district title, 
being pinned by Fraser’s 

Bryce Warner in the 
championship match. 
As runner-up,  Lex 
Wilson still locked in a 
spot in the regional 
round. 

CJ Schervish from 
South also punched his 
ticket to regionals at 
285 pounds. Schervish 
was eliminated in the 
quarterfi nals, but made 
a run in the consolation 
bracket to get to the 
th i rd -p lace  match . 
Schervish ultimately 
fi nished fourth, but still 
earned a regional spot. 

Those four South 
wrestlers will head to 
the Division 1 individual 
regional tournament, 
which will be held on 
Saturday, Feb. 17, at 
Chippewa Valley High 
School starting at 9:30 
a.m.

WRESTLE:
Continued from page 1D

At right, North senior 
Andrew Persyn’s perfor-
mance at the individual 
district championships 
last Saturday earned 
him a qualifying spot in 
regionals. 

PHOTO BY MELISSA SPAIN

At right, Ancona, left, 
celebrates with team-
mate Sophia Secco after 
scoring against Grosse 
Pointe South Jan. 31.

PHOTO BY LEON HALIP

Tickets 
punched
The following wrestlers 
are headed to regionals: 

GP NORTH
• Preston Auld
• Andrew Persyn
• Derand Sako
GP SOUTH
• Wyatt Hepner
• CJ Schervish
• Lex Wilson
• Paul Wilson

PHOTO BY LEON HALIP

Sofi e Ancona is serving as a captain of the Liggett girls hockey team for a second straight season. She was 
sidelined for a majority of the 2022-23 season with an ACL injury.
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Playoffs are just 
around the corner in the 
boys hockey season now, 
and teams from the 
Pointes are getting ready 
for the intensity of the 
postseason. In the fi nal 
weeks of the regular sea-
son, both University 
Liggett and Grosse 
Pointe South have found 
themselves on hot 
streaks in some of their 
most recent games, look-
ing as if they might be 
hitting their peaks 
around the right time. 

Liggett
Since the calendar 

flipped to 2024, the 
Knights have only seen 
two losses added to their 
record, one of them 
being to defending 
Division 3 state cham-
pion Fl int  Powers 
Catholic Jan. 12. Liggett 
has won seven of eight 
games since then, and 
tallied a few more wins 
over the last week.

“In the last few weeks, 
the guys have really 
bought into the identity 
of this team,” Liggett 
boys varsity hockey 
coach Colin Smith said. 
“We’re kind of like the 
Lions in that regard 
where it’s all about grit 
for us…We don’t have as 
much fi nesse as we did 
last year, but we’re a 
hard-nosed forechecking 
team. The kids are really 
trusting the process of 
what we’ve been trying 
to do all year, and the 
execution lately has been 
tremendous.”

The fi rst of last week’s 

wins was a 4-2 result 
over Orchard Lake St. 
M a r y ’ s  W h i t e 
Wednesday, Feb. 7. Gary 
Stacy led the team in the 
win with two goals, while 
Francis Blake and Griffi n 
Marchal added the other 
pair of goals for the 
Knights. 

The Knights then went 
on the road again last 
Friday, Feb. 9, to take on 
Allen Park in what ended 
up being a low-scoring 
battle. Even with offense 
seemingly hard to come 
by, the Knights prevailed 
2-0 thanks to goals in the 
final period by Blake 
Shock and Griff in 
Marchal. 

Liggett fi nally got back 
to its home ice Monday, 
Feb. 12, for another 
meeting with St. Mary’s 
White. The Knights’ win-
ning streak was able to 
continue, but in dramatic 

fashion with a 2-1 victory 
in overtime. 

Drake Griffin scored 
the goal for Liggett in the 
third period that would 
ultimately force overtime 
deadlocked at one goal 
apiece. In the extra 
period, junior Alex Gould 
ended up being the hero, 
scoring the game-winner 
with an assist from 
brother Nick Gould and 
from Alex Macek. 

Liggett went on the 
road to face Gibraltar 
Carlson Wednesday, 
Feb. 14, after press time. 
The team returns home 
for its fi nal game of the 
regular season at 5:30 
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 15, 
hosting Detroit Country 
Day.

South
After a long losing 

streak that ran through 
much of December and 

January, the Blue Devils 
have fi nally picked them-
selves back up and found 
a stride. South has been 
victorious in four of its 
last six games. The team 
picked up one win last 
week followed by a los-
ing result. 

The victory came last 
Tuesday, Feb. 6, when 
the Blue Devils hosted 
Romeo. It was a close, 
high-scoring game that 
ended 5-4 in favor of 
South. Drew Brady led 
the Blue Devils with two 
goals, including the over-
t ime game-winner . 
Charlie Wade and Evan 
Bernard were the other 
goal scorers for South in 
the win. 

The victory over 
Romeo put South on a 

three-game win streak, 
but that would come to 
an end just a few days 
later. South visited U of 
D Jesuit Saturday, Feb. 
10, and was on the wrong 
side of a shutout, losing 
5-0. 

The Blue Devils have 
just a couple of games 
left to close out the regu-
lar season before play-
offs begin. South plays 
its fi nal regular season 
home game Thursday, 
Feb. 15, hosting the M-1 
Griffins at 5 p.m. The 
team then closes out the 
regular season on the 
road at Port Huron at 
noon Saturday, Feb. 17. 

North
The Norsemen have 

struggled this season, 

not adding a tally to the 
win column since early 
December. North hosted 
Utica Ford Unified 
Wednesday, Feb. 7, and 
suffered another loss, 
with the fi nal result being 
6-2. Seniors Massimo 
Todesco and Matthew 
Lorelli were the goal 
scorers for the Norsemen 
in the loss. 

North has a couple of 
its fi nal regular season 
games this upcoming 
weekend as part of the 
MAC Showcase at Mount 
Clemens Ice Arena. The 
Norsemen will take on 
Port Huron at 5 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 16 at 5 p.m. 
On Saturday, Feb. 17, 
North goes up against St. 
Clair Shores with a
3 p.m. puck drop. 

By  Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

ULS, South boys hockey teams heat up

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

South’s Drew Brady scored in overtime Feb. 7.

Two points separated 
Grosse Pointe South 
boys varsity basketball 
from an unceremonious 
first-round exit in the 
MAC Red league tourna-
ment against a team the 
Blue Devils had beaten 
twice this season, but 
junior co-captain Vince 
Vachon heated up at the 
right time to help South 
escape with a 47-45 win 
at home over Chippewa 
Valley Thursday, Feb. 8.

The Blue Devils man-
aged to shake off a few 
factors leading into the 
game, the fi rst coming in 
the form of senior co-
captain Karter Richards 
missing his fi rst practice 
in four years the night 
before the game due to a 
stomach bug. 

“He was a little slug-
gish in the fi rst half, and 
not playing like him-
self,” South head coach 
Steve Benard said.

The second was the 
inability to have shots 
fall until the fi nal quar-
ter.

“It’s been about three 
years — that was the last 
time we got in that situ-
ation where we could 
not make our shots, 
when we have been that 
cold,” Benard explained 
“In the Roseville game 
(last week), we knocked 
down 10 or 11 threes in 
that game, we couldn’t 
miss. 

“When you’re at home, 
we need to make shots.”

The third factor, 
Benard said, was a lack 
of focus to start the 
game. 

“It falls back to one 
thing, I don’t know that 
these guys were 100 per-

cent dialed in like they 
need to be, getting them-
selves ready to play.”

But the Blue Devils 
put all of that aside to 
pull off an important 
win.

The f irst  quarter 
included sloppy play on 
both sides. The Blue 
Devils missed two dunk 
attempts from Richards 
and Nate Davey. The Big 
Reds capitalized on 
South’s mistakes and 
pulled ahead after the 
first eight minutes, 
14-10.

In the second quarter, 

South found a bit more 
life, scoring the fi rst four 
points to tie things up at 
14 all. The teams kept 
exchanging the lead, but 
South turned over the 
ball on its last posses-
sion of the quarter, 
which ended with the 
visitors up 23-20.

Dur ing  ha l f t ime , 
Benard said he reminded 
his team what time of 
year it is. 

“We’re in tournament 
time, so it’s really a one 
and done,” he said. “I 
mean if we lose this 
game, we go to the con-

solation bracket and one 
of our goals is to be in 
the MAC champion-
ship.”

Vachon got South’s 
fi rst points of the second 
half with a nice mid-
range jumper to cut the 
Chippewa Valley lead 
down to 23-22. But after 
that, the Blue Devils saw 
miss after miss and were 
down 27-22 by the fi ve 
minute mark of the third 
quarter. South pulled 
within one point in a 
31 -30  game a f te r 
Richards hit two 
free throws, but 
t h e  q u a r t e r 
ended with the 
Big Reds still up 
35-30.

T h e  f o u r t h 
quarter opened 
wi th  South ’ s 
shots still not falling. 
Tory James missed two 
three-pointers and the 
Blue Devils found little 
scoring from their offen-
sive rebounds. Despite 
their offensive woes, 
South continued to play 
aggressively on defense, 
which resulted in good 
scoring opportunities. 
Richards stole the ball 
and took the ball down 
the court for a basket, 
afterwhich James stole 
the ball on the next pos-
session. He fed it to 
Richards, who dished it 
to Davey for a score and 
35-34 game.

Finally, a big three fell 
for South with just more 
than four minutes left in 
the game when fresh-
man Kooper Richards, 
K a r t e r ’ s  y o u n g e r 
brother, found the hoop 
to put South up 37-35 
and got the home crowd 
on its feet.

“I tell him, you’re not a 
freshman anymore,” 

Benard said. “We’ve had 
17 games, and been 
going since summer, so 
Koop is no longer a 
freshman, that’s the way 
we look at it. If he’s 
going to be up with us, 
he’s going to have to 
perform…and that’s 
why I put him out there.” 

South used the final 
two minutes to move the 
ball side to side and 
effectively play keep 
away with Chippewa 
Valley, which helped the 
Blue Devils take a 39-37 

lead into the fi nal min-
ute of the game. 

With 39 ticks left on 
the clock, Vachon hit a 
three-pointer to give 
South a 42-37 lead, in 
what was the game’s 
biggest points to date.

He continued to be the 
right man at the right 
time for the Blue Devils, 
getting fouled with 25 
seconds left. Vachon hit 
his first free throw to 
grow his team’s lead 
43-37. The waning sec-
onds  saw Kooper 
Richards hit two clutch 
free throws to give 
South a 45-39 lead and 
enough cushion for 
when Chippewa Valley 
hit a three-pointer with 
8.5 seconds left. With 
4.7 seconds left, Vachon 
made an insurance free 
throw for a 47-42 lead. 
The Big Reds made a 
three-pointer as time 
ran out to help South 
escape with a two-point 
win.

Benard said Vachon 
stepped up on a night 
when his team needed 
him. 

“Vince really didn’t 
fi nd his stroke, but boy 
he sure knocked down a 
big shot,” he said. “Right 
place, right time. He’s a 
t h r e e - y e a r  v a r s i t y 
player, a team captain 
and guys look up to 
him…He’s really fi gured 
out a way to navigate 
how he gets his looks. 
His confi dence is always 
there. Even when he’s 

not hitting, 
his  confi -
d e n c e  i s 
there.”

K a r t e r 
R i c h a r d s 
h a d  1 7 
points, three 
assists and 

three steals in the win. 
Vachon and Davey 
added eight points 
apiece, while Kooper 
Richards and James 
each contributed fi ve.

South hit the road to 
Port Huron Northern for 
round two of the MAC 
R e d  t o u r n a m e n t 
Tuesday, Feb. 13, after 
press time.

Whether South’s win-
ning ways, defensive 
intensity or “next man 
up mentality” have cre-
ated good karma or luck 
for the team, Benard 
said, he just hopes it 
continues. 

“Going on the road 
will help us, will give us 
a little more focus,” 
Benard said after last 
Friday’s game. But at the 
end of the day, my guys 
believe that we are going 
to win. We come into it 
believing we are going 
to compete to win…We 
got some momentum. I 
think it’s our year.”

By Meg Leonard 
Senior Editor

South survives first-round scare

PHOTO BY MEG LEONARD

Karter Richards gets air and scores on a breakaway 
against Chippewa Valley last Thursday.

CITY OF HARPER WOODS
BOARD OF REVIEW 

MUNICIPAL BUILDING
HARPER WOODS, MICHIGAN 48225

PUBLIC  MEETING  NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN the City of Harper Woods Board of Review for March 2024 will 
be meeting at 19617 Harper Avenue on Monday, March 11, 2024 from 1:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., 
and on Monday, March 25, 2024 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. to consider appeals on property 
assessment and exemptions. Property owners may obtain a Petition to the Board of Review 

The tentative ratios and the estimated multipliers for each class of real property and personal 
property for 2024 are as follows:

 Agricultural ....................50.00%
 Commercial  ...................
 Industrial  .......................49.77%
 Residential  .....................42.63%

 .............50.00%
 Developmental  ..............50.00%
 Personal Property  ..........50.00%

_______________________
City of Harper Woods
Leslie M. Frank, City Clerk

‘When you’re at home, we need to 
make shots.’
STEVE BENARD, 
HEAD COACH, SOUTH BOYS BASKETBALL
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Here are some of the week’s bonus highlights from around the Pointes:

HITS & HIGHLIGHTS
G R O S S E  P O I N T E  U N I T E D
GY M N AST I C S
Grosse Pointe United Gymnastics continues to gain steam as the season rolls 
along and last week illustrated that, beginning with a home quad meet Tuesday, 
Feb. 7. GPUG earned 137.95 — it’s highest score of the season — in an invitational 
against teams from Athens-Berkeley, Port Huron and Troy-Avondale.
On Monday, Feb. 12, GPUG bested Tecumseh, scoring 132.225 points. 
According to GPUG head coach, Izzy Nguyen, junior gymnast Lucy Tull, who 
placed in all four events at both meets, is hitting her stride at the right time in the 
season.
“Lucy did an amazing job at both invites,” she said. “It’s very hard to place in 
these meets. I am very proud of her and she’s improved so much.”
Tull, a junior at Grosse Pointe South, also has qualifi ed for postseason 
regional competition for vault, bars, beam and fl oor. Six other gymnastics 
have also qualifi ed for regionals in the following events, including:
• Makiya Latham, senior, Grosse Pointe North — vault, bars and fl oor
• Allie Mattes, junior, Grosse Pointe North — vault, bars, beam and fl oor
• Anna Nguyen, freshman, Grosse Pointe North — vault, beam, fl oor 
• Penny Roustemis, senior, Grosse Pointe North — vault, beam and fl oor
• Ainsley Tanghe, senior, Grosse Pointe North — vault, fl oor and beam
• Jessi Taylor, sophomore, Grosse Pointe North — vault, bars, beam and fl oor

Does your team have a newsworthy quick hit or highlight from the week to share? Send it along to mleonard@grossepointenews.com.

Grosse Pointe 
residents Charlie 
Driscoll and Brady 
Roberts were 
part of the 
Triple-A Oakland 
Jr. Grizzlies 18U 
team that defeat-
ed rival Little 
Caesars 4-1 to 
win the ESE Top 
20 Challenge
Jan. 28.

PHOTO COURTESY OF 

TOBIAS ROBERTS
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Grosse Pointe North junior point guard 
Leo Perettie takes the ball up the court 
against Stevenson Thursday, Feb. 8, in 
the consolation bracket of the MAC 
Tournament. Perettie had 21 points in 
the team’s 45-33 win.
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JOB HERE.

100 ANNOUNCEMENTS 105 ART SERVICES

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

207 HELP WANTED SALES

300 SITUATIONS WANTED
BABYSITTERS

302 SITUATION WANTED
CONVALESCENT CARE 305 SITUATION WANTED

HOUSE CLEANING
Are you tired
of spending your

weekends
scrubbing, dusting,
and vacuuming?
It's time to reclaim
your free time and
enjoy the comfort of
a spotless home.
Opulent Touch

is here to make your
life easier with our
professional maid
services. Call

(313)844-8566

305 SITUATION WANTED
HOUSE CLEANING

312 SITUATION WANTED
ORGANIZING

You
Have

Heard?
FASTER here!

313-882-6900 ext. 4(313)882-6900 ext. 1

Let the 
Classifieds

Do The Walking

Fax your ads 24 hours
313-882-1585
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803 CONDOS / APTS / FLATS
EAST WARREN

GROSSE POINTE
2 bedroom condo
apartment with
balcony for sale,
HOA fee $757.

As is
$17,000. CASH

/best offer.
Call (313)926-2740

if interested.

705 HOUSES FOR RENT
POINTES/HARPER WOODS

HOUSE FOR RENT
Mapleton Street,

Grosse Pointe
Farms,

NO pets,
3 bedroom, 1. 5

bath, 2 car garage.
$1,700. per month.

(313)410-1222

709 TOWNHOUSES /
CONDOS FOR RENT

ST. CLAIR SHORES
2 bedrooms, 2 full
baths, completely
renovated Condo.

9/ Jefferson,
covered parking,
laundry & storage

on- site,
pool & clubhouse.

$1,500/ month.
Must meet all
background &
credit check

requirements.
(586)612-3105

Property For Rent

945 HANDYMAN

911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,

tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and

insured.
masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525

Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING

FINANCING

•Chimneys
•Porches
•Concrete

•Steps
•Stonework

•Tuckpointing
•Patios

•Fireplaces
•Brick Work
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

914 CARPENTRY

Wood Rot
Repair Specialists

Garage
Straightening
Deck Repairs

Crown Molding
Custom Wood

Projects
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

917 CARPET & TILE REMOVAL

www.cleanup
clearout.com
Residential/
Commercial

(313)886-3330
Grosse Pointe

Based Since 2007

920 CHIMNEY REPAIR

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,

tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and

insured.
masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525

Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING

FINANCING

927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

 Debris Removal
•Clean Outs

•Hauling
Unwanted Items

•Dumpsters
Available
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

DUMPSTERS
AVAILABLE

•Clean Outs
•Basement/

  Garage Clean Out
•Debris Removal

 (313)408-1166

927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

www.cleanup
clearout.com

•Clutter •Debris
•Hoarding

•Estate Clean Outs
•Medium, Large,
Extremely Large

Projects
5 to 30 Yard

Driveway Safe
Dumpsters
Available

(313)886-3330
Grosse Pointe

Based Since 2007

929 DRYWALL / PLASTERING

"Chip"
Gibson

Painting
Painting & Plaster
(313) 884-5764

930 ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Electrical Repair 
Lights - Switches - Plugs 

936 FLOOR SANDING /
REFINISHING

FLOOR
laying, sanding
and refinishing.

Laminate
flooring installed.
Free estimates.

Terry Yerke
(586)823-7753

939 GENERAL SERVICES

GUTTER • WINDOW
CLEANING

Insured
Call Tom Micoli
(313)656-9402

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

(313)886-0520
TREE REMOVAL

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

DAVE's
TREE & SHRUB
Tree Removal/

Trimming
Stump Grinding
Gutter Cleaning
FREE ESTIMATES

30% WINTER
DISCOUNTS

SENIOR DISCOUNTS
* FIREWOOD *

AVAILABLE
25 Years

(586)216-0904

944 GUTTERS

ELIMINATE
gutter cleaning

forever!
LeafFilter,

the most advanced
debris- blocking

gutter protection.
Schedule a

FREE LeafFilter
estimate today.

20% off
entire purchase.

PLUS 10% Senior &
Military discounts.

Call 1(866)495-1709

944 GUTTERS

Gutter
Replacement

& Repair
5 & 6 inch

Gutter Guards
Gutter Cleaning
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
Temper Aluminum

Gutter Covers
Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

945 HANDYMAN

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Service

Electrical - Plumbing

945 HANDYMAN

HANDYMAN
specializing in

Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning,

Electrical
and miscellaneous

odd jobs.
Lifetime career

experience,
reference available.
Call Douglas Kehrer

at
(586)292-5971

We're your
"TO DO"

list handymen!
Let us help you with

any plumbing,
electrical,

carpentry and
much more.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
 (313)408-1166

948 INSULATION

A quiet home is a
relaxing home!

Blown in Cellulose
Insulation is

GREEN, cost and
energy efficient.

Red Baron
Enterprises, LLC

can insulate
your home.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

"Chip"
Gibson

Painting
Painting & Plaster
(313) 884-5764

Painting Services
Interior & Exterior

Floors
Drywall
Plaster

Restoration
Wood Finishing

+ Staining
+ much more!

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

957 PLUMBING
& INSTALLATION

Plumbing
Diagnosis

Installation
Repair

Hot Water Tanks
Snaking

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

960 ROOFING SERVICES

NEW INSTALLATION
Roofs, Gutters

Repairs
Siding

Financing Available!
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

Residential
Commecial

ROOFING EXPERTS
Lifetime Warranty

on Shingles
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

962 SANITATION SERVICES

www.cleanup
clearout.com

•Clutter •Debris
•Hoarding

•Before & After
Estate Sale
Clean Outs

•Medium, Large,
Extremely Large

Projects
Donation Delivery

5 to 30 Yard
Driveway Safe

Dumpsters
Available

(313)886-3330
Grosse Pointe

Based Since 2007Classifieds: 313-882-6900 x 4

Buy! $ell! Hire! Fast! Call now...

Directory of ServiceS
Some classifications are not required by law to be licensed. Please check with the proper state agency to verify license.

406 ESTATE SALES

313 779 0193
www.marciawilkestatesales.com

This is a nice sale with interesting things! We 
have a Hancock & Moore Leather sofa, electric 
lift chair, pair gray leather chairs, dining room 
and bedroom furniture, including a king bed, 
Wurlitzer organ, large selection of nice oil 
paintings and artwork, books, carpets, men’s 
suits and coats, jewelry, Kosta Boda, Tiffany, 
tools, snowblower, lawnmower, wheelchair, 
walker, shower seat, lots and lots more!

1452 N. RENAUD
GROSSE POINTE WOODS

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
FEBRUARY 16 AND 17
9:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.

021524

Street Numbers honored at 8:30 a.m. Friday
Check out some featured items at 

marciwilkestatesales.com
We accept cash, checks, VISA, MasterCard, 

Discover, AMEX and Apple Pay

406 ESTATE SALES

ROCK N ROLL
AUTIGRAPH

GUITAR SALE
Offered by

JC ESTATE SALE
SERVICES

WEDNESDAY
February 21st
10am- 3pm

904 WESTCHESTER
GROSSE POINTE

PARK
ELECA • FENDER

MORE
Steve Miller,

Ozzy Osbourne,
Tom Petty,

ZZ Top,
Police,

Pink Floyd,
AC/DC,

Carlos Santana,
Eagles,

Rolling Stones,
Led Zeppelin,
Eric Clapton,

Bruce Springsteen,
Jimmy Buffett,

Aerosmith,
The Who,

Rolling Stones,
Paul McCartney,

U2,
Led Zeppelin,
Jeff Beck and
Eric Clapton,

Paul McCartney,
Edgar and

Johnny Winter,
Pink Floyd.

413 MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

BALDWIN
Model M Baby

Grand Piano 5'2".
Excellent condition,
well maintained one

owner / piano
teacher. Dealers are

selling as high as
11K - we are offer-
ing for $5,000 or

best offer.
Grosse Pointe

Farms residence.
Call or text

(989)971-2414 for
more information.

415 WANTED TO BUY

SELL ME YOUR
VINYL RECORDS
We buy LP's, 45's

No collection
too large.

We come to you!
RIPE RECORDS

Call (313)469-7479

416 SPORTS EQUIPMENT

ELLIPTICAL
FOR SALE

$2,000.00 new,
asking $300.00.

Endless work out
programs, also a

pivot arm
that most don't

have which gives a
smooth walk or

running feel.
Without this they

tend to have a
falling feel

per rotation.
(313)236-9924

503 HOUSEHOLD PETS
FOR SALE

FRENCHIE
PUPPIES

AKC Certified
$3,750- $5,500

Based on
Negotiated Rights!
 3 male, 3 female

First shots &
dewormed.

Ready 2/14/24
Harper Woods
Mr. Johnson

(313)377-5514

615 AUTO SERVICES

KEYRESCUE PRO:
(313)771-0924

MAKE US YOUR
FIRST CALL FOR

VEHICLE LOCKOUT
SERVICES IN

GROSSE POINTE
Forgot your keys?

Call or text
(313)771-0924

for swift support.
Trust our

specialists
to get you back on

the road.

See Classifieds for more details

Yard & Estate Sale Map

THIS WEEK: 1. 1452 N. Renaud, GPW 2. 904 Westchester, GPP

1

2

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

(313)882-6900 ext. 1
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Village of Grosse Pointe Shores,
A Michigan City

2024 BOARD OF REVIEW SESSIONS
The Assessments for the Village of Grosse Pointe Shores in 
Wayne and Macomb County has been completed for 2024.  
The Board of Review will hear petitions on the following dates:

ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING 1:00 P.M.
MONDAY, MARCH 11TH
COUNCIL CHAMBERS
795 LAKE SHORE RD.

MONDAY, MARCH 11, 2024 
1:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

MONDAY, MARCH 18, 2024 
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

The Board will meet in the Grosse Pointe Shores Municipal 

Shores. All property owners wishing to appeal their 

appeal.  Either appeal method must be accompanied by the 

Petitions 
by mail must be received by the Board PRIOR to the 
last session (3/18/24) so they may be reviewed in a timely 
manner.

Getting faster is the 
name of the game at this 
juncture of the boys 
swim season and, as 
league and state cham-
pionship meets begin to 
loom, varsity athletes 
from Grosse Pointe 
South, Grosse Pointe 
North and University 
Liggett  School are 
steadily positioning 
themselves for individ-
ual and team titles.

Last week, the Blue 
Devils and Norsemen 
tuned up for a huge 
weekend competition 
against each other by 
hosting fellow MAC 
teams at their home 
pools Tuesday, Feb. 6. 

South hosted Anchor 
Bay and came out with 
an emphatic 124-43 win. 
Two swimmers earned 

new state cuts for South, 
in events they also won. 
Senior co-captain Troy 
Liu qualifi ed in the 200 
IM with his fi rst-place 
time of 2:05.61. Fellow 

co-captain Ben Bryan 
took fi rst in the 500 free, 
earning a state cut in 
5:02.06.

With their two latest 
cuts, both swimmers are 
making the most of 
their fi nal high school 
seasons, before next 
month’s state final, 
March 8 and 9 at Eastern 
Michigan University. 
Each has qualified in 
the 50 free, 100 free, 
200 free, 200 IM and 
100 back. Bryan has 
tacked on the 100 back, 
in addition to his most 
recent cut in the 500 
free.

South won all but two 
events, though the Blue 
Devils didn’t concede 
them to a Tars swim-
mer. Instead, Liggett’s 
lone varsity swimmer 
this season, Brendan 
Beland, competed in the 
meet on behalf of the 

Knights ’  and  out -
touched everyone, win-
ning the 200 free 
(1:05.28) and 100 fly 
(54.66).

With those times, 

Beland earned a state 
cut in the 200 free and 
set a new school record 
in the 100 fl y.

For the Norsemen, the 
team swam fast and 
enjoyed the success that 
followed against Fraser 
Tuesday, Feb. 6.

North kicked off the 
meet with a win in the 
200 medley relay, led by 
James Jewell, Connor 
M c M a h o n ,  T o m m y 
Moreland and James 
Gusmano in 1:45.41. 
North went on to win 
six other events includ-
ing:

200 IM,  won by 
Moreland (2:05.53).

50  f ree  won by 
Gusmano in 22.54. 
McMahon finished in 
second place in 22.80, 
while Alex Robinson 
fi nished third in 25.27.

100 f ly ,  won by 
Moreland (55.32), with 

Tyler Collins taking sec-
ond place in 1:00.71.

100 free, won by 
Gusmano (51.74) with 
Keegan Wettstein tak-
ing second (54.82).

200 free relay won by 
Robinson, Wettstein, 
Collins and Gusmano in 
1:39.03.

100 breast, won by 
McMahon (1:04.41).

400 free relay, won by 
C o l l i n s ,  B r a d y 
Winbigler, Moreland 
a n d  M c M a h o n  i n 
3:37.44.

To cap off the week, 
South hosted North, 
Cranbrook-Kingswood, 
Detroit Catholic Central 
and Rochester High 
School Saturday, Feb. 10. 

In head-to-head com-
petition, South bested 
North 133-55.

The Blue Devils won 
fi ve events including the 
200 IM (Bryan, 1:56.48), 
50 free (Liu, 21.53), 100 
free (Liu, 47.56) and 200 
free relay (Liu, Vincent 
M a f f e s o l i ,  J o e y 
Drawbaugh and Bryan, 
1:29.19). 

South also earned an 
important state cut in 
the 200 IM when CJ 
Schindlbeck took sixth 
place in the event in 
2:04.79. Schindlbeck 
also qualifi ed for the 100 
breaststroke in a previ-
ous meet.

Among North’s top 
fi nishes of the day came 
in the 500 free, where 
Moreland fi nished third 
overal l  in 5:14.91. 
Moreland also took fi fth 
in the 50 free in 22.57. 
North’s 200 medley 
r e l a y  o f  J e w e l l , 
Moreland, Collins and 
Gusmano finished in 
fi fth place in 1:47.54.

Kyle Kinyon, North’s 
head coach of boys var-
sity swim and dive, said 
he has been happy with 
his team’s steady prog-
ress. He pointed out 
Moreland, who earned a 
new state cut in the 50 
free and Paul Stephens 
for putting “in the work 
every day” to recently 
drop two seconds in the 

50 free and 3.5 seconds 
in his 100 free.

“I am thrilled with the 
effort the boys are put-
ting in and how they are 
stepping up to support 
one another,” Kinyon 
said. “It’s such a great 
sport, community and 
team to be surrounded 
by.”

Both teams dove right 
back into more competi-
tion and honored their 
graduating classes in  
special senior night cer-
emonies Tuesday, Feb. 
13, at their home pools 
after press time. South 
faced Dakota, while 
North took on Henry 
Ford II.

By Meg Leonard
Senior Editor

Swim and dive teams keep cruising

PHOTO BY JESSICA BRYAN

South swimmers dress up on dry land before team pictures last week, includ-
ing, from left, Josh Koch, Henry Doyle, Duncan Richards, Owen Mulcahy, 
Thomas Brieden, Jack Finazzo, Johnny Klepp and Brody Fitzgibbon.

PHOTO BY JESSICA BRYAN 

North freshmen Brady Winbigler gets loose before 
stepping up the starting block last Saturday.

After losing back-to-
back games to end the 
month of January, the 
transition into February 
has been much kinder to 
Grosse Pointe North 
girls basketball. The 
Norsemen secured a 
nearly 40-point victory 
over L’Anse Creuse 
North Feb. 6, and looked 
dominant again on their 
home court last Friday, 
Feb. 9, earning a 68-53 
win over Anchor Bay. 

“I thought we lost our 
energy for a couple of 
weeks, but last week we 
really got it back,” North 
girls basketball head 
coach Gary Bennett 
said. “One area of focus 
now is to try and keep 
that energy going for the 
rest of the year. It hap-
pens to every team in 
every season, we just 
went through it, 
b u t  w e 
b o u n c e d 
back and I 
th ink our 
e n e r g y 
a g a i n s t 
Anchor Bay 
was particu-
larly outstand-
ing.”

The win 
o v e r 
Anchor Bay 
last Friday 

marked the second 
game in a row where 
North scored more 
than 60 points. The 
offense was fi ring 
on all cylinders 
right out of the 
ga te  and 
n e v e r 
l o o k e d 
b a c k , 
w i t h 
t h e 

Norsemen scoring 21 
points in the fi rst quar-

ter while 
establish-
i n g  a n 
early lead. 

N o r t h 
continued 
to roll in 

the second 
q u a r t e r , 

l e n g t h e n i n g 
the lead more.

T h e 
N o r s e m e n  s c o r e d 
another 20 points in the 
quarter before halftime 
and took a 41-26 advan-
tage into the break. 

Leading by 15 at half-
time, the Norsemen 
would lead by the same 
margin both at the end 
of the third quarter and 
eventually the end of the 
game.

Already playing from 
behind, Anchor Bay 
never quite came close 
to catching up as North 
rolled to the victory led 
largely by seniors 
Natalie Babcock and 
Jenna Winowiecki. 

Winowiecki ended the 
night as the leading 
scorer with 25, and 
Babcock was close 

behind scoring 20. 
B a b c o c k  a n d 
Winowiecki have been 
part of North’s core for a 
couple of years and now 
seem to be in their prime 
at the right time.

“It just makes me 
happy that at the end of 
their senior year, they’re 
playing their best bas-
ketball,” Bennett said. 
“If they can continue to 
do that, then hopefully 
we’ll fi nish up strong.”

State playoffs begin in 
early March, but this 
year’s MAC Tournament 
is more imminent for the 
Norsemen. North, who 
finished second in the 
MAC Red Division 
beh ind  champions 
Dakota, enters the 
league tournament as 
the No. 2 seed. 

The No. 3 seed the 
Norsemen will face in 
the opening round of the 
league tournament just 
so happens to be their 
crosstown rival, Grosse 
Pointe South.

“The rivalry matchup 
absolutely adds to the 
intensity,” Bennett said. 
“It’s a good game to 
have going into the state 
tournament in a few 
weeks. That’s the whole 
idea  of  the  MAC 
Tournament, to get you 
ready for state tourna-
ment time, and in that 
respect I think it’s defi -

nitely a good thing.”
North hosts the Blue 

Devils in the opening 

round of the MAC 
Tournament at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 15.

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

North girls varsity basketball returns to 
winning ways, dominates Anchor Bay

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

North senior Jenna Winowiecki 
scored 25 points in the team’s win 
over Anchor Bay Feb. 9.

PHOTO BY JESSICA BRYAN

South’s Ben Bryan gets the work done under the wa-
ter to start off the 100 backstroke last weekend.

‘It just makes me happy that at the end 
of their senior year, they’re playing 
their best basketball.’
GARY BENNETT, 
HEAD COACH, GROSSE POINTE NORTH
GIRLS VARSITY BASKETBALL
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