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Helm wins split
decision in Park

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK
— A middle-aged charita-
ble organization serving
area senior citizens is feel-
ing its clients’ aches and
pains.

The Helm, established
in 1978 as Services for
Older Citizens, has for 46
years relied on donations
to operate myriad pro-
grams — from delivering
20,000 hot meals to shut-
ins annually, transport-
ing seniors to doctor
appointments, making
sense of Medicare and
Medicaid, changing ceil-
ing light bulbs and com-
mitting more impromptu
acts of respect and kind-
ness that can be cata-
logued.

Now, however, as The
Helm nears its second
half-century of opera-
tions, the financial benev-
olence by which it lives
has hit a wall.

“This community is

CALL (313) 343-5578
GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COM

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

GET READY

FOR THE
!— ' / \

Section C

tapped out,” said
Prudence Cole, president
emeritus of the organiza-
tion, based in Grosse
Pointe Farms but serving
residents of all five
Pointes and Harper
Woods.

The Helm’s existence,
let alone plans for expan-
sion, require a new fund-
ing modus operandi.

Cole called it the ele-
phant in the room —
taxes. She said The Helm
needs millage support
from at least four of the
six communities it serves.

“Nobody likes taxes,”
Cole told the Park city
council Monday, June 10.

Three of the seven-
member body agreed.

Council approved by
the city’s narrowest pos-
sible vote, 4-3, to put a
six-year, 0.35-millage
request on the November
ballot on behalf of The
Helm.

Voting in favor of let-

See SPLIT, page 2A

Former
employee
suing
GPPSS

By Ted O’Neil

Associate Editor

THE GROSSE POINTES
— A former employee
who used to be part of the
district’s communications
team has sued the Grosse
Pointe Public School
System and four board of
education members, say-
ing her termination was a
violation of her constitu-
tional rights.

Mary Anne Brush, a
reporter for the Grosse
Pointe News from June
2015 to December 2020,
filed the suit Friday, June
7,in U.S. District Court. It
also names board
President Sean Cotton,
Vice President Ahmed
Ismail, Secretary Lisa
Papas and Trustee Ginny
Jeup. Cotton owns the
Grosse Pointe News.

The suit says Brush,

See LAWSUIT, page 9A

Congratulations, 2024 grads!

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT
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Grosse Pointe North High School, Grosse Pointe South High School and University Liggett School recent-
ly hosted their commencement ceremonies, honoring graduates of each school and their respective ac-
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Farms approves Helm's
senior millage for Nov. ballot

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer
GROSSE POINTE

FARMS — After going
back and forth for
months, Farms residents
officially will see a 0.35
mill ballot initiative for se-
nior services through The
Helm at the Boll Life
Center on the November
ballot.

The amount is a reduc-
tion from an originally
proposed 0.5-mill levy,
following feedback from
officials in The Helm’s
member communities.

Farms city council
unanimously approved
the following ballot lan-
guage Monday night,
with various members cit-
ing an interest in allowing
residents to choose for
themselves.

“Do you approve of the
addition of a new .35-mill
levy to collect approxi-
mately $362,110 in reve-
nue in the first year, to be
disbursed to the Grosse
Pointe Active Adult
Commission, for the pur-
pose of supporting ser-
vices to older citizens,
including transportation,
activities and facilities
directed toward improve-
ment of the overall health
and welfare of older per-
sons?”

A condition of council’s
approval was at least four
of the six communities —

the five Grosse Pointes
and Harper Woods — The
Helm serve would have to
approve the measure at
the November election to
have the actual levy
occur.

“We really need to have
four of the six pass it in
order for it to be a viable
solution,” The Helm
Board President Cheryl
Wesen agreed, “other-
wise the amount of work
involved is probably not
well spent.”

Fueled almost entirely
by philanthropy, The
Helm currently runs on an
annual operating budget
of around $1.2 million.

Costing the average
Farms property owner
$82 per year, the millage
would bring in a projected
$348,778 from the Farms
and around $1.3 million
total from the six cities.

“Like bills collected
from a municipality or
any other governmental
entity, under Michigan
state law, the taxable
value will go up with the
CPI, with the inflationary
rate, not to exceed 5 per-
cent,” City Manager
Shane Reeside explained.
“So as we've had years
where we, most recently,
exceeded 5 percent, but
the maximum that we
could increase it was 5
percent. That would also
apply for this millage that
would go to the senior

commission.

“And conversely, if you
saw a decrease in prop-
erty values and associ-
ated with a decrease in
taxable values, like we
did starting in 2008, you
would see a correspond-
ing reduction in that num-
ber.”

Wesen noted it is the
organization's intent to
continue fundraising at
least at its current level.
Approximately $500,000
of the millage funds, she
said, would go toward the
creation and operation of
an adult daycare.
Members still would
experience an additional
fee for service.

Additional funds would
expand The Helm’s ser-
vices to include evening
and perhaps weekend
hours.

Because an interlocal
agreement has been
drafted to establish an
Active Adult Commission
to serve as a policymak-
ing body, any millage
funds would be subject to
said oversight. The com-
mission likely would
include one resident
appointed by each Grosse
Pointe and Harper Woods
city council, as well as an
at-large member
appointed from the six
communities on a rotat-
ing basis.

Mayor Louis Theros
cautioned any cities that

do pass the millage
should experience a clear
benefit compared to any
that do not.

“To the extent that the
community does not pass,
and those citizens do use
The Helm facilities, (I
expect) you will charge
them the appropriate
increased amount for
using those items that
residents of the commu-
nities that did pass the
millage are subsidizing
and not just saying, ‘Oh,
shucks, everybody gets a
scholarship.’

“Our citizens should get
the benefit of paying the
millage and not subsidize
those who did not.”

Wesen agreed and
stated that is The Helm’s
plan.

“We have some addi-
tional safeguards, because
the interlocal agreement
is comprised of people
that are appointed by this
council and the other city
councils and they have
oversight of what's hap-
pening,” she noted. “So I
think those decisions will
be supported by elected
council members or their
appointees to be that over-
sight for what we propose
to do.”

Thus far, Grosse Pointe
Park City Council also
has approved the senior
millage proposal for the
November ballot. See
page 1A.

COURTESY PHOTO

Steven Schmidt, center, is sworn in as Grosse Pointe
Woods' new treasurer-comptroller by Clerk Paul
Antolin during city council’s June 3 meeting. With
him are his wife, Amanda, and son, Reid.

Woods names
new treasurer

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

GROSSE POINTE
WOODS — Much like an
athletic coach who has
the “interim” label re-
moved after a strong per-
formance, Steven
Schmidt recently was
named treasurer-comp-
troller by city council af-
ter serving in an interim
capacity since February.

“I had to serve a pro-
bationary period of 90
days and council liked
what I did,” Schmidt
said.

It came at the perfect
time as the finishing
touches were put on the
2024-25 fiscal year bud-
get. City leaders had
high praise for Schmidt

when they approved the
budget last month.

“This is a very clean
budget and we appreci-
ate how you kept us
informed throughout the
process,” Councilman
Todd McConaghy told
Schmidt.

Schmidt joined the
Woods in 2021 as deputy
treasurer-comptroller,
working for Shawn
Murphy who retired in
February. He has an
MBA in accounting from
Baker College and a
bachelor’s degree in
accounting from
University of Michigan-
Flint.

The 2004 Davison
High School graduate

See NEW, page 3A

SPLIT:

Continued from page 1A

ting the electorate decide
were Mayor Michele
Hodges and council mem-
bers Brent Dreaver,
Christine Gallagher and
Tim Kolar.

Voting “no” were
Councilmen Tom
Caufield, Marty McMillan
and Max Wiener.

Cole and other Helm
representatives began
making the rounds mid-
2023 seeking support
from Pointe and Harper
Woods councils for ballot
initiatives.

Rebuffed, however gen-
tly, due to absence of spe-
cifics, the senior group
retrenched while manag-

”

Losiazs

Fortono

Mower Service

ers of the sister communi-
ties began drafting an
overarching agreement
on how millage proceeds
would be distributed and,
to a lesser degree, spent.

“An interlocal agree-
ment is being drafted to
establish an Active Adult
Commission to serve as a
policy-making body,”
Park Manager Nick
Sizeland wrote in a memo
to council. “The Helm
would manage day-to-day
operations of senior ser-
vices and report directly
to the commission.”

The commission would
be composed of one rep-
resentative of each juris-
diction plus one at-large
member appointed on a
rotating basis. Such an
arrangement is similar to

Time for a tune-up?

We will pick up and deliver your
equipment! Call for details.

(586) 775-7472
21707 Harper Avenue
Saint Clair Shores
Equipment Sales & Service

the Grosse Pointe Public
Library Board.

“Final approval of an
interlocal agreement
would not be necessary
until a millage has been
approved by voters,”
Sizeland said.

During Cole’s two pre-
sentations to the council
last year, she said The
Helm needs millage funds
to provide sufficient, sta-
ble and dependable
annual revenue.

The Helm’s budget is
around $1.2 million, half
of which comes from pri-
vate fundraising and
donations, she said this
week.

The millage request
raises another $1.3 mil-
lion, some $275,590 of
which would come from
the Park, she said.

“A 0.35-mill levy would
cost the average (Park)
homeowner $65,”
Sizeland said.

“The interlocal agree-
ment requires The Helm
to continue fundraising,”
Cole said.

A majority of voters
from at least four of the
six cities must pass the
millage for it to go into
effect.

pay at $22.69 per hour.

city of Brosse Jointe Woods, Michigan
Administrative Clerk | — Finance Department

The City of Grosse Pointe Woods is seeking qualified applicants for the position of Administrative
Clerk I. This is a permanent part-time union position within the Finance department. Qualified
applicants must be proficient in MS Office, including Word and Excel and 10-key calculator.
Knowledge of BS&A building permit systems desired. Have a college diploma and one year of
clerical experience. Primary duties include, but are not limited to:

*  Promotes good customer relations by consistently providing premier customer satisfaction
with a friendly demeanor and willingness to help at all times

e Collecting Cash, Checks and Credit Card payments

e Act with confidence by answering or finding the answer to customer questions and finding
solutions to customer issues

The normal work schedule is Monday thru Friday, 10 am to 3 pm. The union contract limits
the number of working hours to 1,200 per calendar year. The work schedule will be adjusted to
maintain the maximum number of working hours while providing adequate coverage of the Finance
department. The starting hourly rate for this permanent part-time union position is $21.25, with max

Candidates that meet the minimum requirements are asked to submit a cover letter and City of Grosse
Pointe Woods employment application with three references to:

City of Grosse Pointe Woods

Attn: Administrative Clerk I Position

20025 Mack Plaza Drive

Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236
Submission deadline is 4:00 p.m. on Thursday, June 20, 2024

The City of Grosse Pointe Woods is an equal opportunity employer. General information
and employment application available at www.gpwmi.us
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Communities that don’t
pass the millage will be
charged “a commensu-
rate amount” for their res-
idents to use Helm
services, Cole said.

Sizeland said the user
fee hasn’t yet been set.

Park resident Dick
Schroeder disagreed with
the majority council deci-
sion.

“You’re willing to put
your hand in my pocket to
get money for a charity I
don’t believe in,” he told
them. “Let me decide
what to do with my chari-
table money.”

Hodges yes

“I'want to hear what the
community’s priorities
are,” Hodges said,
explaining her decision.

She considered public
support of the millage an
extension of the city’s ser-
vices to seniors.

“If we don’t do it this
way, we’ll have to do it
another way,” she said.

Cole agreed, having
already said during her
pitch to council, “The
most important thing is
you’re going to end up
paying one way or
another.”

Not letting voters sup-
port The Helm via millage
is certain to backfire by
driving up the senior com-
munity’s need for munici-
pal services, such as
ambulance and public
safety runs, according to
Cole.

“You’re going to get hit
one way or another,” she
told the council.

Dreaver yes

“Today, I'm not being
asked to vote on a mill-
age,” said Councilman
Dreaver prior to voting
“yes.” “I am being asked
to allow our community
to decide on how it will
vote on a millage. Today
is about, ‘Let our resi-
dents vote.”

Kolar yes

Explaining his support,
Councilman Kolar said,
“This is not a tough deci-
sion. This is where we
put this to the community
to allow them to decide
what they want. End of
story.”

Gallagher yes

Councilwoman
Gallagher also supported
the ballot question. But
she was concerned about
another millage “over-
burdening our residents”
given the city’s recently
approved 10-year infra-
structure millage and
pending public school
millage bid.

“The timing for this is
not the best, given all
those things that will be
impacting our commu-
nity,” Gallagher told
Cole.

Wiener no

Although Councilman
Wiener motioned to put
the question up to a coun-
cil vote, he tied his oppo-
sition to a lack of specifics
in Cole’s financial pre-
sentation. He also was
suspicious of the city’s
apparent lack of recourse

should The Helm spend
millage proceeds in ways
deemed wasteful.

“I have major reserva-
tions with this because it
blurs the line between
philanthropy and govern-
ment,” Wiener said. “I
don’t see any mechanism
here for accountability to
residents. I'm not seeing
a clear-cut budget.”

“The money won’t be
released to us until we
show what the money is
for,” Cole said.

McMillan no

“I support The Helm,
but not this millage,”
Councilman McMillan
said. “It’s not an essential
core service our city
should offer, especially
when we have aging
infrastructure and mill-
ages for public safety and
infrastructure.”

As property values
increase during the com-
ing years, so will each
property owner’s millage
bill.

“Costs are going to go
up, up and away,”
McMillan said.

Caulfield no

Councilman Cauflield
was concerned about a
millage “forcing” seniors
who don’t use Helm ser-
vices to pay for them
regardless.

Hodges characterized
the split vote as an exam-
ple of “healthy tension —
keep bringing it to the
table so we can make
sure the outcome is a
quality one.”
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Marker to
commemorate

discovery of
Lake St. Clair

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer
GROSSE POINTE

FARMS — While sailing
from the Niagara River to
Green Bay on his ship,
the Griffon, French ex-
plorer René-Robert
Cavelier, Sieur de La
Salle discovered Lac Ste.
Claire Aug. 12, 1697.

The historical account
— including recorded
thoughts by Father Louis
Hennepin, who also was
aboard the Griffon that
day — soon will be com-
memorated on a histori-
cal marker at the Pier
Park observation deck.

“You'll hopefully really
get a sense of what the
lake and the shoreline
looked like 300 years ago
when you're reading it,”
said Farms Municipal
Judge Charles
Berschback who, along
with his wife, Suzy, is

donating the plaque to
the city.

“Tonnancour Vol. 1:
Life in Grosse Pointe and
along the Shores of Lake
St. Clair” was used as a
historical reference and
also supplied a graphic
for the plaque — titled
“Discovery’ of Lac Ste.
Claire and the Griffon.”

The plaque’s graphic
designer is a member of
the historical commis-
sion in St. Clair Shores,
where the Berschbacks
received inspiration for
the idea.

“Suzy and I, walking
around other cities,
noticed all these histori-
cal markers and plaques
and I thought that I don't
think Grosse Pointe
really had anything quite
like the ones I saw in
other cities,” Charles
Berschback said. “We
have, in Grosse Pointe,
the historical bronze

COURTESY IMAGE

This plaque design soon will be placed on the Pier
Park observation deck as the first historical marker

of its kind in the Pointes.

markers and some State
of Michigan markers and
I know the Grosse Pointe
Historical Society gives
out nice bronze plaques
for homes from time to
time, but nothing like I
saw a lot of other cities
have done, where you
can create this beautiful
graphic with copy on it
and put it on a stand for
people to read.

“I think with these
kinds of markers, you
can really tell a story and
get into a little bit more
detail.”

He hopes other
Pointers will be inspired
to donate similar story-
telling plaques for the
multitude of historic
events and locations

throughout the five cities.

“That's the thing,
there's so many other
subject matters that
could be used in Grosse
Pointe for these plaques,”
he said. “There's
Windmill Pointe; there's
Fox Creek; there's the
Widow's Walk; there's
the French pear trees;
there's the Milk River. It
just goes on and on.

“We decided to do it on
the discovery of Lake St.
Clair, because we've
always thought that was
a special day in Grosse
Pointe.”

An unveiling tenta-
tively is planned for the
weekend of Aug. 10, just
before the discovery’s
anniversary.

Voters to decide budget deadline

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK
— Voters will decide in
November to approve or
deny proposed city char-
ter amendments giving
municipal officials extra
time to draft a municipal
budget.

A majority of city coun-
cil members on June 10
endorsed having voters

decide to:

4 push back a man-
dated April budget pub-
lic hearing to May and

# require adoption of a
budget in June rather
than May.

Present deadlines
squeeze too much bud-
get-drafting into too little
time, according to City
Manager Nick Sizeland,
especially with new
finance director Ginger

Moriarty and her extra-
sharp, hard-lead pencils.

“Currently, the budget-
ing process starts in
February and March,”
Sizeland said.

Several meetings are
held with department
heads to review budget
needs and goals, includ-
ing “a thorough review”
by the finance depart-
ment, he said.

“Budget requests are

reviewed on a line-item
basis,” Sizeland said.
“Notes are produced to
better show what each
allocation is used for and
what it takes to operate
the city’s various depart-
ments.”

By the time work is fin-
ished, the April deadline
to draft a budget is gen-
erally less than two

See BUDGET, page 8A

NEW:

Continued from page 2A

said he’s always been
good with numbers.

“I had always done
well in math,” he said.
“When we took those
career assessment tests,
accounting was one of
the areas suggested for
me.”

He took the two
accounting classes his
high school offered and
was hooked.

“It just took off from
there,” he said.

The Farms resident
started after college as a

business systems ana-
lyst for Hewlett Packard,
then did the same for
Domino’s. He then
worked as an accoun-
tant for the Education
Achievement Authority
of Michigan, the state-
appointed oversight
agency that ran Detroit
Public Schools from
2011 to 2017.

Before starting with
the Woods, Schmidt was
assistant director of
finance for American
Promise Schools.

“Doing school finance
work is in the same
realm as city govern-
ment since they’re both
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there’s no challenge
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nonprofit,” he said. “I
was looking to advance
my career and saw the
deputy job open up. Plus
it’s an easy commute.”
Now that the new bud-
get is complete, it’s on to
spending the money for

intended purposes.
“We’ve been doing
really well and have a
healthy fund balance,”
Schmidt said. “We have
a lot of projects to get
done, especially with
roads and sewers.”
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Code officers
scour alleys

GROSSE POINTE PARK
Normally, seeing
someone creeping
through an alley prompts
a call to public safety.

Recently, though, resi-
dents with property abut-
ting an alley may notice
increased patrols by
code enforcement offi-
cers.

They’re checking for
overgrown vegetation,
road surface problems
and anything that isn’t
up to par.

“We have code enforce-
ment targeting alleys at
least one day a week,”
said Nick Sizeland, city
manager. “Residents in
alleys will probably see
more notices than they
ever have.”

He said alley vegeta-
tion is on the list of code
enforcement officers:
“Most branches over-
growing fences are the
responsibility of resi-
dents.”

Alley work

Alley resurfacing this
year consist of:

¢ between the 1100
blocks of Beaconsfield
and Nottingham, plus

& between the 1300
blocks of Wayburn and
Maryland.

“The city public works
department has been
separating alley sewers
as part of an overall
upgrade of the sewer
system,” Sizeland said.

“Once we separate those
sewers, we resurface the
alleys.”

In many cases, dips
and holes in alleys are
caused by collapsed sew-
ers.

“We’re doing about
two alleys per year,”
Sizeland said. “In the
meantime, if residents
have questions or con-
cerns about a pothole or
big divot, contact the
public works department
and we’ll put down some
temporary asphalt.”

Roadwork

Roadwork remains on
schedule this summer.
Work consists of:

& replacing the top
layer of road surface on
Charlevoix from Cadieux
to Whittier and

& doing the same on
Middlesex between
Windmill Pointe Drive
and Korte.

“The city hosted a pre-
construction meeting
with Hutch Paving for
resurfacing,” Sizeland
said. “That will take
place in the next several
weeks. You'll start see-
ing mobilization of cones
and barricades on about
June 17 on Charlevoix,
as well as sections of
alleys and Middlesex.”

Construction is sup-
posed to start just before
July 4, he said.

— Brad Lindberg

The Week Ahead

MONDAY, JUNE 17

# Grosse Pointe Farms City Council meeting, 7 p.m.
# Grosse Pointe Park Planning Commission meeting,

7p.m.

# Grosse Pointe Woods City Council meeting, 7 p.m.
# Grosse Pointe Woods Committee-of-the-Whole

meeting, 7:15 p.m.

TUESDAY, JUNE 18

@ Grosse Pointe Shores City Council meeting, 7 p.m.

SATURDAY, JUNE 22

# Beautification Commission Adopt-a-Garden group
gardening event, 9 a.m. to noon at Patterson Park.
@ After 6 on Kercheval, 6to 10 p.m.

AHEE.COM |

051320

AWARD-WINNING ARTISTRY
SUPERIOR SELECTION
EXCEPTIONAL EXPERIENCE

313.886.4600




GROSSE POINTE NEWS, JUNE 13, 2024

| POINTER OF INTEREST

Woods woman brings borzoi to Westminster

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

The official name of
Randi Chylinki’s 3-year-
old borzoi is AKC BISOH/
U-RBISS AKC GCH
CH/U-CH Karanoff
Zenobia BN FDC THDN
DS DJ CGCA CGCU TKA
ATT FITG RATI SPOT.
Her litter theme was “war-
rior” and her registered
name was inspired by
Queen Zenobia, the war-
rior queen.

For obvious reasons, the
purebred pooch goes by
Ziggy.

Ziggy and Chylinski,
who splits her time
between her native Grosse
Pointe Woods and Los
Angeles, recently returned
from their first time at the
Westminster Kennel Club
Dog Show in New York
City. Though the prized
canine didn’t place, it was
the experience of a life-
time.

“The stress is so heavy,”
Chylinski said. “This is a
competition with the best
of the best. Some people
do it for a living; they have
high-caliber animals. To
be around those kinds of
people is so amazing.”

An experienced show
dog, Ziggy seemed to love
her time at Westminster,
especially when she spot-
ted “both of her boyfriends
from each coast at either
end of the hallway,”
Chylinski said. Though
she had support from
friends Kaley Novack and
Amanda Gavlick, who
flew in to help them pre-
pare for the main event,
none of her show friends
knew she would be there.

“To be able to pull off
that surprise was incredi-
ble,” she said. “It’s such a
niche subculture; every-
body knows each other.”

Of the 2,500 dogs at
Westminster, 17 were bor-
zoi. Though Ziggy didn’t
place, her aunt, Piper —
whose official name is
GCHG CH Horse And
Hound Full Of Hope —
won Best of Show for the
breed.

To

qualify for

COURTESY PHOTO

The pair earned Best in Show Owner Handler hon-
ors at the Malibu Kennel Club in March. “One of my
happiest days,” Chylinski said.

Westminster, a dog has to
be among the top five in its
breed and a champion of
record. Then, administra-
tors open a lottery.

“We got in with the lot-
tery,” Chylinski said. “We
entered in January and
didn’t hear a word until
March, when they said
we’re being audited. ...
They have to make sure
they’re are a champion of
record, how often they
show and place, make
sure they’re legit.”

Ziggy carries titles in
various sports and was the
third borzoi to achieve the
American Kennel Club’s
Fit Dog Gold title. As of
April 2024, she is the No.
9 Owner Handled Borzoi

in the AKC.
“We show all the time;
she loves it,” said

Chylinski, who brought
Ziggy home when she was
4 months old. They started
with obedience training to
“establish ground rules.”
The trainer, who used to
show borzoi, recom-
mended Ziggy start show-
ing. She appeared in her

W@w[@@w

o Air Cleaners 0 Rheem A|r Condltloners
Offering Generators

586-293-6883

PriebeMechanical.com

first show at 7 months old.

“When you find some-
thing you enjoy so much,
you've got to keep it up,”
Chylinski said.

Chylinski, who is a post-
production coordinator
for one-hour scripted tele-
vision shows, said Ziggy
loves Michigan more than
L.A. To keep stress levels
low, the duo drives back
and forth. While in
California, Ziggy shows
every other weekend dur-
ing show season. The
Midwest offers fewer
shows, but they’re bigger,
Chylinski said.

“L.A. is great for social-
izing and for the sounds of
the city, but for space, we
need something like this,”
Chylinski said of her

PHOTO COURTESY OF KAITLYN PRICE

Chylinski runs alongside Ziggy during judging.

Woods backyard. “Borzois
are from Russia, so she
loves the snow. We come
back here for winter. But
with Westminster this
year, we came back early.”
Handling a borzoi is an
entirely different experi-
ence for Chylinski, who
grew up with a Keeshond.
“That was my childhood
dog,” she said. “He went to
Western (Michigan
University) with me, went
to California with me.
After he passed, I took
three years to figure out
what exactly I wanted.”
She decided on a borzoi
— a giant breed, meaning
Ziggy needs access to the
outdoors, lots of grass and
a fully fenced yard.
Borzois can reach speeds
of 40 mph, though Ziggy’s
personal best is 28 mph.
“It’s so different, not like
anything else I've done
before,” she said of her
decision to get a borzoi.
“But I was up for the chal-
lenge. The breed is stub-
born. They’re hounds so

PHOTO COURTESY OF NORCAL BULLDOGGER/DIANA HAN

Randi Chylinski and Ziggy are ready for action at
% Heating & Cooling : Westminster.
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HEDI

Female, 10 months old,
Shepherd Rottweiler,
Black/Tan, 40 Ibs.

MURPHY

Male, 3 years old,
Labrador Mix,
Black/White, 50 Ibs.

ZURI

Female, 2 years old,
Pitbull Terrier,
Gold Brindle, 40 Ibs.

LucY

Female, 1year old,
Pointer MiX, Black,
45 [bs.
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she has a mind of her own,;
she’s very independent.”

As a puppy, Ziggy was
the runt of her litter. For a
time, Chylinski didn’t
know if she’d survive.

“But what an incredible
journey, going from a
puppy and being worried
about her to being in
Westminster,” she said.

Chylinski said she was
motivated to get a pure-
bred for preservation pur-
poses.

“It’s about keeping the
breeds around,” she said,
noting that dog shows
have brought even more
excitement to her life.
“You meet the commu-
nity, meet the dogs. You
find something totally dif-
ferent than you thought
you wanted in the first
place.

‘... There are profes-
sional handlers, but I just
do it as a hobby,” she
added. “I'm not getting
paid to do it; I'm paying to
do it. I wanted to do it for
myself, to be there and go
through the struggles of
her growing up, as an
awkward teenager. Going
through everything is
most important. I couldn’t
have someone else do it
for me.”

Those interested in
learning about upcoming
dog shows should visit
infodog.com

“Sportsmen’s Dog
Training Club in Warren
is a good place to start for
those looking to get more
involved with their dog,”
Chylinski said. “We take
conformation and obedi-
ence classes. I can’t say
enough good things about
this place.”

Fit Dog Canine &
Wellness in Shelby
Township teaches fitness
foundations for dogs, she
added.

“Come to dog shows; it’s
so much fun,” Chylinski

encouraged. “It’s a
healthy, good activity to
get into. The United
Kennel Club in Kalamazoo
is a great place to try.
There’s so much you can
do with dogs and they
don’t have to be pure-
bred.”

For instance, though
borzois are not known for
swimming, Ziggy com-
petes in dock diving, dur-
ing which she runs to the
end of a dock and jumps
into water for distance.
Her record is 18 feet.

In her spare time, Ziggy
works as a certified ther-
apy dog — she’s certified
through Therapy Dogs
International — making
weekly visits to Detroit’s
StoneCrest Center.

“She connects with
patients and staff,”
Chylinski said. “Everyone
is so gentle and welcom-
ing. It’s amazing to see the
difference she makes in so
many strangers’ lives.

“... I didn’t realize she
loved children as much as
she does,” she added.
“Doing therapy dog visits
brought out a side of her I
hadn’t seen.”

As Chylinski continues
to work on Ziggy’s AKC
Grand Champion Bronze
title, her main message to
supporters is: “Never give
up. It’s not easy, but it will
be worth it.”

Definitely worth it was
the trip to Westminster.
Just being a part of the
action was exciting
enough.

“I'm so happy we both
had the best experience,”
she said. “If anything, it
was good to see a happy
dog. I hope to go again;
nothing compares to it.
The frequency everyone is
on is so good. The dogs
are excited, the people are
excited. We show so often,
but it’s not every day you
reach that caliber.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF KAITLYN PRICE

Chylinski and Ziggy are pleased with their perfor-

mance.
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City of Grosse Pointe

Stolen plate

Between 10:15 a.m.
Sunday, June 2, and 5
p.m. the next day, a
license plate was stolen
from a 2023 Ford Bronco
parked on Alger Place.

Swindled

Two black men driv-
ing a gray Chevy
Trailblazer were
reported Monday, June
3, for selling a 2011
Dodge Charger for $900,
after which the new
owner learned it was
stolen.

Flats

A 27-year-old Detroit
woman was arrested for
driving while intoxicated
at 9:30 p.m. Monday,
June 3, after she was
pulled over at Jefferson
and Cadieux for errati-
cally driving on two flat
tires.

Coworker
concern

In connection with a
medical student’s stolen
credit card, which was
reported last week, a
35-year-old Harper
Woods woman and
employee at a local hos-
pital was arrested and
charged with multiple
felonies for larceny,
identity theft and credit
card fraud Tuesday, June
4.

Muminated

After being stopped at
Mack and Rivard for
driving without head-
lights at 11:40 p.m.
Tuesday, June 4, an
18-year-old Detroit man
was cited for not having
his license on him.

Stolen car

A 2016 GMC Yukon
parked on Cranford was
stolen at 3:20 a.m. Friday,
June 7. Its key fob was
left inside.

Lights out

A Grosse Pointer
deposited $2,000 into a
Bitcoin kiosk after a
scammer said DTE was
en route to shut off the
power at 1:15 p.m.
Friday, June 7.

Money printer

A $1,475 forged check
fraudulently was cashed
at a bank on Kercheval
at 3:50 p.m. Friday, June
7.

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS

University fire

Crews from the City,
Farms and Park extin-
guished a garage fire in
the 700 block of
University, which was
started by downed power
lines at 8:20 p.m.
Saturday, June 8.

— Laurel Kraus

Report information
about these and other
crimes to the City of
Grosse Pointe Public
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Farms

No touching

A 25-year-old Detroit
man is being sought after
walking behind the coun-
ter of a business in the
100 block of Kercheval at
12:08 p.m. Monday, June
3, telling the cashier not
to touch him and stealing
four bottles of alcohol
worth $266.

Business
or pleasure?

After being pulled
over at Mack and Kerby
for driving on a flat tire
at 4:44 p.m. Tuesday,
June 4, a 33-year-old
Detroit woman admitted
to drinking at a work
party.

A preliminary breath
test showed she had a
blood alcohol content of
0.18 percent.

She was arrested for
open liquor transport, a
third offense of operat-
ing under the influence,
not having vehicle insur-
ance and driving on a
suspended license.

Inertia

While under the influ-
ence, a 64-year-old
Detroit man rear-ended a
vehicle stopped at a red
light on Moross at 5:47
p-m. Wednesday, June 5

A preliminary breath
test found his blood alco-
hol content to be 0.28
percent and he was
arrested for a third
offense of operating
under the influence and
driving while license sus-
pended.

Fleeing

A Grosse Pointe man is
suspected of being the
driver of a vehicle which
fled officers at 3:22 a.m.
Friday, June 7, when they

Correction

The article, “Missed curve, sent to hospital,” pub-
lished in the June 6, 2024 edition, should have iden-
tified the vehicle involved in the crash as a Chrysler

300.

attempted a traffic stop
for speeding 47 mph on
Moross.

Something
borrowed

The driver’s side win-
dow was broken, but
nothing stolen, from a
21-year-old Dearborn
man’s vehicle at 10:23
p.m. Sunday, June 9,
while he was inside an
event Space on
Lakeshore for his wed-
ding reception.

— Laurel Kraus

Report information
about these and other
crimes to Grosse Pointe
Farms Public Safety,
(313) 885-2100.

Grosse Pointe Park

Binging on bins

A woman living in the
1300 block of Lakepointe
reported six of her
orange recycling bins
stolen during a 48-hour
period starting 9 a.m.
Saturday, June 1.

Each bin is worth $40.

“(She has) an ongoing
issue of her recycling
bins being stolen from
the alleyway behind her
residence,” police said.

Hands off

Enforcement of the
new hands-off cell
phone driving law led to
the arrest shortly before
5 p.m. Monday, June 3,
of a 47-year-old Detroit
man on an outstanding
warrant for failing to
attend a court hearing in
Eastpointe.

A Park officer pulled
him over near the inter-
section of Mack and
Harvard for appearing
to violate a year-old
Michigan ban on motor-
ists holding or support-
ing a cell phone with any
part of their hands, arms
or shoulders.

Theft from car

Someone between the
hours of 6 p.m. Sunday,
June 2, and 10 a.m.
Tuesday, June 4, entered
a vehicle parked in the
1300 block of Wayburn
and got away with pliers
and $5 in change.

Blown away

Shortly after noon
Wednesday, June 5, a
public safety officer
canceled vehicular pur-
suit of a suspected thief
when speeds reached an
unsafe velocity.

The officer reported
the suspect, an
unknown, thin black
man driving a black
Chevy Impala or Malibu,
stealing a backpack leaf
blower from a land-

scape trailer on
Berkshire near
Kercheval.

“An attempt was made
to stop the vehicle, but
it fled north into Detroit
where it escaped cap-
ture,” police said.

Gate rammed

A resident’s surveil-
lance video revealed
how his front driveway
gate wound up damaged
between the evening of
Thursday, June 6, and
around 7 a.m. the next
day.

“Video shows (an
unknown motorist in a
black Chevy Malibu)
collide with the gate and
flee the area,” police
said.

Car stolen

Broken glass in the
roadway is all that
remains of a gray Dodge
Charger stolen while
parked curbside in the
900 block of Berkshire
overnight Saturday, June
8.

Bike theft

An adult-size, pink,
Schwinn three-speed
bicycle was stolen from
an open garage in the
1200 block of
Buckingham during the
two-day period starting
1:13 p.m. Wednesday,
June 5.

Asleep at wheel

Police arrested a
woman for drunken
driving upon finding her
passed out behind the
wheel of a vehicle
stopped at a stop sign on
Beaconsfield and Mack.

The incident hap-
pened at 5:33 a.m.

061320

Smoke Detector

security alarm and
monitoring services.

www.PointeAlarm.com

313-882-SAFE (7233)
19261 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Woods 48236

FREE!
Monitored

with purchase of

Saturday, June 8.

“(An) officer found the
vehicle running, but in
park, and the driver
asleep,” an investigator
said.

Converter
thieves

Replacing a stolen
catalytic converter costs
$1,500 to $5,000,
according to two-year-
old statistics provided
by AAA Michigan.

None of that matters
to three men seen steal-
ing a converter from a
woman’s car parked in
the 15000 block of Mack
shortly after 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, June 9.

Upon being wit-
nessed, two unknown
male suspects entered a
gray Dodge Journey
driven by a third,
unseen suspect and
sped away.

Police described the
two suspects as 5-foot,
9-inch black males
weighing 180 pounds.

One of them was light-
skinned, had dread-
locked hair and wore a
bright lime green and
yellow shirt.

— Brad Lindberg

Report information
about these and other
crimes to the Grosse
Pointe Park Public
Safety Department,
(313) 822-7400.

Grosse Pointe Shores

Buy insurance

Two motorists were
ticketed for driving with-
out insurance and saw
their vehicles
impounded Saturday,
June 8. Both happened

on northbound
Lakeshore.
The first incident

occurred around 8:15
a.m. when a 33-year-old
Grosse Pointe Woods
man was stopped for
having expired plates.
The second was
around 5:30 p.m. when a
61-year-old Van Buren

Township man was
stopped for faulty brake
lights.
—Ted O’Neil
Report information
about these and other
crimes to Grosse Pointe
Shores Public Safety,
(313) 881-5500.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Cap and gown ...
and handcuffs

A 63-year-old Detroit
man was arrested for
trespassing during a
high school commence-
ment ceremony Monday,
June 3.

Administrators at the
school contacted offi-
cers due to the man
being disorderly and
intoxicated. He was
escorted off school prop-
erty and warned he’d be
arrested for trespassing
if he returned, which he
did.

Block party

Two vehicles were
stolen last week in the
1900 block of Littlestone
days apart.

The first was between
11:30 p.m. Monday,
June 3, and 8 a.m.
Tuesday, June 4. The
owner of the 2018 Ford
Fusion told officers she
left her keys and purse
in the unlocked vehicle.
One of her credit cards
was used at a gas sta-
tion in Detroit, but two
other transactions in
Harper Woods were
declined.

A 2016 Ford F-150
was stolen around 6
a.m. Friday, June 7. The
owner received a secu-
rity camera alert on his
phone that showed a
black male by the truck.
The report did not indi-
cate if the truck was
locked or not.

—Ted O’Neil

Report information
about these and other
crimes to Grosse Pointe
Woods Public Safety,
(313) 343-2400.
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MACOMB COUNTY
21915 Greater Mack
St. Clair Shores

Between 8 & 9 Mile

586.285.5634

www.shoresfireplace.com
Hours:
Monday — Friday: 9:30-5:30
Saturday: 10-3
Sunday: Closed

OAKLAND COUNTY
616 S. Lapeer Rd.
Lake Orion

Just North of Clarkston Rd.

248.289.1065
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OUR VIEW

Do resolutions
mean anything?

here has been plenty of chatter the past
several weeks about the Grosse Pointe
Public School System Board of Education
and its handling of a proposed resolution
regarding National Gun Violence
Awareness Day.

Also known as “Wear Orange” weekend, the annual
event began in 2015, when friends of a young girl who
was shot and killed on a Chicago playground decided
to wear orange clothing. Not only was orange the girl’s
favorite color, but it is most commonly associated with
hunters, who wear orange clothes in the woods to iden-
tify themselves to other hunters.

Although the board voted last year in favor of a simi-
lar resolution, it was defeated at the board’s meeting
May 6, with President Sean Cotton, Vice President
Ahmed Ismail, Secretary Lisa Papas, Treasurer Terry
Collins and Trustee Ginny Jeup voting no. Trustees
Valarie St. John and Colleen Worden voted yes. Cotton,
who owns the Grosse Pointe News, chose not to put a
revised version of the resolution on the agenda for the
board’s meeting May 28.

St. John and Worden, who both sponsored the resolu-
tion, made passionate pleas in its defense. St. John said
students, who requested the resolution, are traumatized
by active shooter and lockdown drills and worry about
their safety in school on a daily basis. Worden, an assis-
tant prosecutor in Macomb County, said she has dealt
with issues regarding unsecured firearms in homes with
children.

Those voting against the resolution, however, said it
was both political and unnecessary. We agree. Jeup said
passing it would not bring about any meaningful change.

The Everytown Support Fund, which organizes the
“Wear Orange” campaign, said more than 450 events
marking the occasion took place last year nationwide,
with a plethora of celebrity support and orange light
illuminating the White House. Yet gun violence persists.

Chicago, where the movement started, has seen more
than 600 gun-related homicides six of the last eight
years, despite having among the most restrictive gun
laws in the country.

On the political front, Cotton noted Everytown for
Gun Safety in 2022 — the last reporting year available
— raised more than $120 million between its 501(c)3
and 501(c)4 funds, while making just $6 million in char-
itable donations. The bulk of the money was spent on
staff salaries, lobbying and lawsuits.

Admittedly, gun violence is a serious issue and we
don’t claim to know how to solve it. It’s also, obviously,
very emotional. Just 16 months ago the Grosse Pointe
community was rocked when GPPSS alumni Brian
Fraser and Arielle Anderson were two of three Michigan
State University students killed by gunfire.

It was very emotional when Mary Fraser, Brian
Fraser’s mother, addressed the board on the issue at its
meeting May 28. She noted how the Students Demand
Action chapter at Grosse Pointe North High School is
trying to make a difference and said the board should
recognize their efforts. She also said passing the resolu-
tion would let the community know ending gun violence
is an important issue.

We believe the community already is well aware of
that. In the last two weeks there have been no fewer
than four events marking “Wear Orange” weekend:

¢ Thursday, May 30, neighbors gathered at a local
business for free arcade games, snacks and drinks with
orange flowers, ribbons and lights for sale.

¢ Thursday, June 6, students from Grosse Pointe
North’s Students Demand Action held a panel discus-
sion on gun violence at the Grosse Pointe Public Library
Woods Branch that included Sen. Kevin Hertel, D-St.
Clair Shores.

Pure GP

Steve Murray and his
granddaughter, Willa
Murray, decided Sunday
afternoon was a great
time to fly a kite on the
front lawn of St. Paul on
the Lake Catholic
Church. The wind gusted
and the darker clouds
had yet to move in, mak-
ing for perfect kite-flying
weather. Willa chased
and tried to catch the
kite while it rode the
wind.

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

OUR VIEW

Happy Father’s Day!

f this looks a little familiar, it’s because
itis.
About a month ago in this space we
recognized the approaching Mother’s
Day and took a look at spending trends,
both nationally and locally, regarding
how people planned to celebrate all the great
moms out there.

Well, with Father’s Day coming up Sunday,
June 16, it’s time to give all the great dads
their due as well.

We noted in May that according to financial
forecasters, Americans planned to spend less
this year on Mother’s Day than they did last
year — $33.5 billion down from $37.5 billion,
with an average of $274 per person, some $20
less than 2023.

Forecasts for Father’s Day make it seem
like dads might be getting the short end of the
stick.

According to the National Retail Foundation
and Prosper Insights & Analytics, Americans
planned to spend $22.4 billion on Father’s
Day this year, down from a record $22.9 bil-
lion last year. Per-person average spending
will be right around $190, or $6 less than last
year.

Consumers ages 25 to 35 planned to spend
the most, coming in at $275 each.

There are a host of reasons why spending
might be down this year, but an $11 billion
gap between moms and dads?

First, there is the economy. The cost of
everything is up, from groceries to gas to util-
ities. But we don’t have to tell you that.

# Friday, June 7, North students held a poster-
waving rally on Vernier across from the school
before classes started.

# Friday, June 7, community members held a
“Wear Orange” vigil in front of Grosse Pointe
Woods City Hall.

There also was no shortage of “Wear Orange”
yard signs around the Pointes leading up to last
weekend.

In the wake of the MSU shooting, new state
laws were passed that we hope will curb gun
violence. Those include expanded background
checks on the purchase of firearms and what is
known as a “red flag law,” which allows judges
to issue an extreme risk protection order to con-
fiscate guns from people who pose a threat to
themselves or others.

We agree with Treasurer Collins, who said
National Gun Violence Awareness Day already
is recognized by the state and federal govern-
ments and no one was stopped from wearing
orange or making their feelings known on the
issue.

As he put it, the board should “focus on things
we can control.” First and foremost that is the
district’s budget, which needs to be approved by
the end of the month.
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Then there’s life expectancy. That’s right
around 73 years for American males, down
three years from just five years ago. For
women it's just shy of 80 years and has hov-
ered a few months either side of that age for
more than a decade. Fewer older males
means fewer fathers and grandfathers.

Don’t forget reluctance. How often have
you asked an adult male in your life what they
want for any occasion — Father’s Day,
Christmas, birthday, etc. — and gotten a
response along the lines of, “Save your
money, I don’t need anything.”

And when it comes to buying something as
personal as a golf club or power tool, guys
can be pretty particular. Most assuredly they
don’t want another tie they’ll never wear.
According to the NRF, half of consumers will
be buying for a father or stepfather, followed

See OUR VIEW, page 7A
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Poll taken via GPN Facebook and Instagram. Follow us to see upcoming
polls. We want to hear from you!

LETTERS

The Grosse Pointe News welcomes your letters to the edi-
tor. All letters should be typed, double-spaced and signed.
Letters longer than 250 words may be edited for length.
All letters may be edited for content. We reserve the right
to refuse any letter. Include daytime phone number for
verification or questions. The deadline for letters is 3 p.m.
Monday. Letters to the editor may by emailed to editor@
grossepointenews.com.

Grateful

To the Editor:

Our community came together to support
those who have lost someone to suicide and
to learn about mental health resources in
our area at the eighth annual Suicide
Prevention Walk & Mental Health Fair on
May 11, at Grosse Pointe South High
School. Thank you to Kevin’s Song, the
Grosse Pointe Public School System, the
students and staff from Grosse Pointe
North's Peer 2 Peer Club and Grosse Pointe
South's Wellness Club and the therapists
and organizations who participated in the
fair.

For mental health and suicide prevention
resources, visit familycenterhelps.org and
kevinssong.org. The 988 (call or text)
Suicide & Crisis Lifeline provides free and
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I SAY By Mike Adzima

The state ot the Detroit Tigers

e’'re
not
even
tech-
nical-
ly in-
to summer yet, but the
2024 baseball season has
already been a roller
coaster for the Detroit
Tigers and their fans. At
the time of writing this,
the Tigers’ record sits at
32-33, so one game below
.500. While the record re-
flects that of an extremely
average to even slightly
mediocre baseball team,
there is still a lot to un-
pack about this club and
how the rest of this sea-
son will determine which
direction the franchise
will take in the future.
Let’s start with the big-
gest topic of discussion
right now: Tarik Skubal.
Expectations were high
for the 27-year-old com-
ing into this season and
he has gone above and
beyond already. Through
his first 13 starts of 2024,
Skubal has an 8-1 record
with a 1.92 ERA and a

league-leading 0.891
WHIP (walks plus hits
per inning pitched).

Skubal has turned into
a bonafide ace on the
mound this season, but
the biggest question is
whether or not the Tigers
should trade him. On one
hand, his value will most
likely never be higher
than it is right now and
any team that is a major
postseason contender
would probably give a
king’s ransom of high-
level prospects and
maybe even major-league
starters to get Skubal.

While this is enticing,
I'm still not sure trading
Skubal would be the best
option. The Tigers could
get some much-needed
offensive production in
return with a major-
league bat or some top
prospects, but Skubal is
showing signs of being a
generational talent. He is
almost certainly the
frontrunner for the
American League Cy
Young right now and
probably will be a con-
tender for the award for
years to come.

Skubal is the kind of
pitcher most teams spend

years searching for and if
you’re the Tigers, you
don’t know when the
next Skubal is going to
fall into your lap. This is
why I'm more in favor of
the Tigers keeping him
and building around him.
Skubal can be a franchise
cornerstone and the No.
1 pitcher in the rotation
for years to come. The
right answer would be
keeping Skubal and hav-
ing him at the helm of the
pitching rotation where
you build an offense
around him that can pro-
vide run support.

This brings us to the
next major talking point
of this Tigers’ season: the
offense. For the most
part, it’s been pretty bad.
The Tigers have a team
batting average of .230 so
far this season which
ranks them 25th out of 30
teams in MLB. Besides
Riley Greene and a still-
developing Colt Keith,
this team doesn’t have
any bats in the lineup that
stand out or produce con-
sistently.

Javier Baez has been
terrible to the point
where owner Chris Ilitch
must be forcing manager

AJ Hinch to keep him in
the lineup only to justify
the $25 million Baez is
making this year.
Seriously, Hinch has had
to publicly make a point
this season that Baez
won’t get benched
despite having an OPS
(on-base plus slugging
percentage) over 200
points below the MLB
average and striking out
in 22 percent of his at-
bats in 2024 so far.

Then there’s Spencer
Torkelson. The former
No. 1 overall draft pick
had high expectations
coming into this season
after finishing the 2023
season strong with 31
home runs. Things
started out pretty bleak
this spring and it took
until May 12 for
Torkelson to hit his first
home run. And when he
was barely keeping his
batting average above
.200, the organization
finally made the move to
send him down to
Triple-A Toledo in early
June.

This move was much-
needed and honestly
could have been made
weeks before they actu-
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by husband (26 percent), son (10 percent), brother
or friend (both 8 percent) or grandfather (6 percent).

The top five gift categories, by money spent, are a
special outing, clothing, gift cards, electronics and
personal care items. A little more than a quarter of
shoppers will go the special event route, such as
tickets to a sporting event or concert, while 42 per-
cent expressed interest in some type of subscription

box.

According to our poll (page 6A), our readers
tracked with the national sentiment on the first two
options. Some 41 percent of respondents said they
would go with a special outing while 26 percent said
clothing. A third said they would go with something
along the lines of grilling. Zero respondents said

electronics.

The grilling idea sounds good — perhaps new bar-
becue utensils or some really choice cuts of meat
from one of our local specialty shops — as most
fathers come Sunday probably would just prefer to
gather the family around and man the grill (no pun

intended).

ally did it. Some still
argue that Torkelson was
called up to the major
leagues too soon in the
first place, being drafted
in 2020 and making his
debut in 2022, with a lot
of anticipation and expec-
tations. I would like to
see Torkelson succeed
and find his confidence in
Toledo, but having to
send your former No. 1
overall pick, the guy you
thought would be the
franchise player in your
lineup, down to Triple-A
after two years in the
major leagues is a tough
look and raises questions
about Torkelson’s place
on the team going for-
ward.

The Tigers need to be
better offensively if they
want to be in the postsea-
son conversation anytime
soon. That’s where things
become murky because
trading Skubal could
help bring that offense,
but at a great cost to the
pitching staff. However,
we wouldn’t have to
worry about the possibil-
ity of trading a genera-
tional pitcher if the
Tigers’ ownership would
simply step up and start

spending money in free
agency.

If ownership cared
about the fanbase and the
city of Detroit, they would
do something to make
this team better. Tigers
fans have been starving
for a winning team nearly
a decade now and it’s
starting to feel like
enough is enough. Mark
Canha and Gio Urshela
were decent additions
during the offseason, but
those weren’t moves a
serious contender would
make. Spend money.
Bring in a big free agent
before 2025 that will
make a considerable dif-
ference daily.

As afan, it is starting to
feel like ownership and
management want this
organization to be stuck
in limbo forever. They
know fans will come to
Comerica Park in the
summer to enjoy the
weather and the atmo-
sphere, but they aren’t
concerned with creating
an actual winning base-
ball team. That needs to
change.

But hey, there’s new
club seating behind home
plate coming next year!
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Sevices

Commercial and Residential

Interior & Exterior Painting
Power Washing & Cleaning
Dry Wall Installation « Mud Work « Deck Repair

NOW BOOKING FOR JULY & AUGUST
Call Us For More Information: 313-334-9569

Get care for your health

needs — big and small

© Ascension 2024. All rights reserved

conversation about:

e Annual checkups, physicals
and health concerns

« Care for new symptoms or
chronic conditions

Start a conversation with a doctor who listens

Do you have health questions or symptoms that have been weighing on your mind or
waiting on your list? It's easy to reach out to a doctor at Ascension St. John and start a

e Care for the whole you — including

mental health

e Connection to specialists for

additional care

A

Ascension
St. John

Wherever and whenever you
need us, we're here — with

flexible hours.

Find a doctor at
ascension.org/Doctors
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Dumping old
DPW trucks

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK
— The public works direc-
tor has a forthright reason
for wanting to sell several
old pieces of department
equipment.

“Several old pieces of
equipment are no longer
used by the Department
of Public Works,” said
Tom Jenny, hired a few
years ago. “The equip-
ment is currently sitting in
the overflow (parking) lot
of Windmill Pointe Park,
losing value.”

The equipment, consist-
ing of four large vehicles,
a trailer and two riding
lawn mowers, also are
taking up storage space.

“Auctioning off this
equipment will free up
space in the overflow lot
for parking and cleaning
of the site,” Jenny said.

“It’s incumbent for us to
organize that (lot) better
and minimize the impact,”
Mayor Michele Hodges
said.

The unused equipment
also is eating up money.

“We’re still paying
insurance on all of those,”
Councilman Marty
McMillan said.

Members of the city
council agreed. On
Monday, June 10, they
approved consigning the
assets to Metro Detroit
Auctions.

“With hundreds of
online auctions under our
belt, we have the experi-
ence and expertise to help
you maximize the value of
your assets,” according to
the company website,

detroitmetroauctions.
com.

“We’ll link our city web-
site to their website, as
well as advertise for about
30 days,” Sizeland said.

He anticipated com-
bined sales netting the
city around $30,000.

“Proceeds from the sale
go to the city,” Jenny said.
“The auctioneer adds a 15
percent charge to the
buyer that otherwise does
not take away from the
sale the city receives.”

Vehicles being put up
for auction are between
20 and 37 years old.

“( believe several of
these vehicles will most
likely be parted out due to
age and condition,” Jenny
said.

The sale consists of:

& A 2004 GMC five-
yard dump truck that was
used to transport and
spread corrosive road salt
and needs “significant”
frame work, according to

Jenny.

¢ A 2002 GMC vacuum
truck with “electrical
issues.”

& A 1987 10-year Mack
dump truck with a “spent”
transmission.

& A 2012 Spalding
asphalt trailer deemed
“inefficient” for city needs.
“(The) city has a hot patch
trailer more suited for the
department,” Jenny said.

@ A 2000 Elgin street
sweeper Jenny said is
beyond its useful life.

@ Two 1990 riding lawn
mowers for which there
are no longer replacement
parts.

“We’re probably not
done yet,” Sizeland said.
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Trucks come
atadiscount

Public works vehicles have to
come from somewhere.

Two additions to the fleet are
being bought at discount rates
through a cooperative pur-
chasing program.

Even then, heavy-duty com-
mercial equipment isn’t
cheap.

The purchase of a John Deere
backhoe loader, which the city
council approved June 10,
costs $176,902. The bottom
line features a $98,822, or 39
percent, discount from seller
AIS Construction Equipment
due to it being obtained
through Michigan'’s MiDeal ex-
tended purchasing program,
established by legislation in
1984.

“MiDeal allows Michigan cities
... to buy goods and services
from state contracts,” accord-
ing to the state website,
michigan.gov. “Members ben-
efit from the reduced cost of
goods and services and indi-
rectly by eliminating the time
needed to process bids.”

In a joint memo to council urg-
ing acceptance of the price,
Assistant City Manager
Warren Rothe and Public
Works Director Tom Jenny said
the John Deere vehicle will re-
place the city’s 35-year-old
backhoe loader, “which is past
its useful service life.”

Council members also ap-
proved the purchase of a pub-
lic works Bobcat utility vehicle
costing $68,933.20, which re-
places a similar piece of equip-
ment.

The acquisitions were forecast
in the multi-year capital im-
provement plan approved in
May.

Planners also forecast re-
placement of a former public
safety cruiser that had been
converted for code enforce-
ment. The new vehicleisa
GMC Terrain obtained for
$29,661.

— Brad Lindberg

We'll probably be coming
back (to council) with
more vehicles.”
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WE NEED YOUR HELP!

WE ARE LOOKING FOR SPONSORS AND DONATIONS TO HELP FUND THE
ACTIVITIES FOR THE WEEK. THIS INCLUDES FOOD & DRINKS FOR THE
TEAMS AND DAY TO DAY OPERATIONS OF THE EVENT.

WITH HUNDREDS OF PEOPLE TRAVELING TO GROSSE POINTE FOR
THESE EVENTS, IT'S A GREAT WAY TO ENHANCE VISIBILITY FOR YOUR

PRODUCT OR SERVICE!

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN BEING A SPONSOR OR MAKING A
DONATION TO SUPPORT LITTLE LEAGUE, PLEASE SCAN THE QR CODE
ABOVE OR EMAIL MICHAEL.D.KOWAL@GMAIL.COM.

Woods OKs new budget

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

GROSSE POINTE
WOODS — City council
unanimously approved
the 2024-25 fiscal year
budget that will see
spending outpace reve-
nue by about $1 million.

Spending is projected
at $17.6 million, with rev-
enue projected to be
$16.5 million. City
Administrator Frank
Schulte said the differ-
ence will be taken from
the city’s fund balance.

“Our fund balance is 30
percent, so we’re in good
shape,” he said.

The Government
Finance Officers
Association recommends
municipalities maintain a
fund balance of at least
20 percent.

The city also will see an
increase in revenue of
about $800,000, primarily
due to an increase in state
sharing and higher prop-
erty values.

“The last two years
property values have hit
the 5 percent cap,”

Schulte said. “That’s been
helpful because there’s
no cap when those values
fall. During the recession
in 2008-09, the bottom
dropped out.”

Under Proposal A,
passed by Michigan vot-
ers in 1994, taxable val-
ues can only increase 5
percent annually or the
rate of inflation, which-
ever is lower. The last two
years saw the first time
the 5 percent threshold
was met.

The city will be able to
suspend pension contri-
butions now that that
fund is above 60 percent
funded.

“We dropped under 60
percent last year because
of drops in the market,
but now we’re up to 63
percent,” Schulte said.
“The state triggers auto-
matic contributions if you
fall below 60 percent.”

That savings, however,
will be offset by higher
healthcare costs.

“We got walloped by
Blue Cross/Blue Shield
with more claims than
were anticipated,” he

added. “We had to put in
about $500,000 more, but
we were able to shift the
pension money so there
won’t be any additional
charges to employees.”

The city’s general oper-
ating millage will be
12.7851 mills, which is
capped by the state’s
Headlee Amendment.
The total millage rate,
including public rela-
tions, solid waste and
road bond debt comes to
16.6649, plus another
4.0677 mills for the Milk
River Drainage District.

Big ticket items in the
new fiscal year include
spending $500,000 on
street repairs, nearly
$400,000 on water and
sewer main work and
$70,000 on sidewalks.

Ghesquiere Park will
see about $475,000 in
improvements for a walk-
ing path and family rest-
room. Next spring and
summer bring the recon-
figuration of the intersec-
tion at Mack and Vernier
and repaving the boat
launch parking lot at
Lake Front Park.

City faces nearly $4 million
in eritical sewer repairs

floods, the City faces $440,000 in high-
priority sanitary sewer repair needs.
Based on a similar inspection and

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

CITY OF GROSSE POINTE — The City
of Grosse Pointe will invest $3,510,500 in-
to its water and sewer capital improve-
ment plan in fiscal year 2024-25.

The funding breaks into:

@ $125,000 for storm sewer replace-
ment projects;

# $15,000 for sanitary sewer repairs on
streets set for road work;

@ $1,850,000 for the St. Clair and Notre
Dame water main project;

¢ $103,000 for storm sewer cleaning
and televising;

 and $262,500 for replacing 5 percent
of the city’s lead water lines, as required
by the state.

A $600,000 grant from the Michigan
Department of Environment, Great Lakes
and Energy also will go toward lead
water service line investigation, while a
$555,000 loan from Michigan’s Strategic
Water Quality Initiatives Fund will allow
Village businesses to disconnect down-
spouts from the sanitary sewer system
and reconnect them to the storm sewer.

“That is a program where the individ-
ual property owners will be repaying the
city for any work that's done, so that nets
out at zero cost on your behalf,” City
Engineer Stephen Pangori explained to
council.

As identified by the 2021-22 inspection
of sanitary sewers impacted by the 2021

cleaning of all storm sewers between
Mack and Maumee, $3,700,000 worth of
critical repairs to storm sewers are
needed.

“Critical means that it's already failing,”
Pangori said. “It hasn't collapsed, but it's
pretty close to collapsing.”

In an attempt to address both situa-
tions, the city has applied for $462,000 in
sanitary sewer rehabilitation funding, as
well as $6,562,500 in storm sewer reha-
bilitation funding through Michigan’s
Clean Water State Revolving Fund.

If voters approve a 20-year bond and
corresponding 1.88-mill levy in August —
allowing the city to accept a $21.6 million
Federal Emergency Management Agency
grant, which requires a local match — a
large-scale project to separate the city’s
stormwater and sanitary sewers north of
Waterloo and east of Washington would
address some of the critical storm sewer
rehabilitation needs.

“Some of those storm lines that are in
the area that will be separated north of
Waterloo will be either removed and
replaced completely or taken out of ser-
vice,” Pangori said in the case the project
moves forward. “So yes, some of those
would be taken care of.”

An additional cost facing the City is
$200,000 to replace nearly 100-year-old
pumps at the Neff Road Pump Station.

BUDGET:
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months away. A current
charter provision man-
dates passage within one
month thereafter.

Although early in the
budget-building process
expenses are relatively
clear, revenues must be
estimated because the
final tally of tax receipts
hasn’t been calculated.

“There was this big,
gray window of (not
knowing) if the budget
was going to work
because we didn’t have
the timeline revenue,”
said Councilman Tom
Caulfield, liaison to the
finance department.

The proposed charter
amendments push back
deadlines for the budget
hearing and budget pas-
sage one month.

“Currently, our charter
limits our ability to have
the most up-to-date
information,” Sizeland
said. “Significantly, the
assessing department
does not receive final
numbers for millage

rates and property tax
revenue — the city’s larg-
est revenue source —
until the end of March,
sometimes early April.
This leaves the city with
little time to implement
projected revenues and
calculate any necessary
Headlee rollback.”

Before deciding to sup-
port the actions,
Councilman Brent
Dreaver wanted to know
the downside of chang-
ing the charter.

“The only disadvan-
tage is reducing our-
selves one month of
audit preparation,”
Sizeland said.

A bunched-up budget-
writing timeline resulted
this month in board
members of the Tax
Increment Finance
Authority being sur-
prised with a $124,300
surplus due to the assess-
ing process not being fin-
ished upon February
passage of the TIFA bud-
get for fiscal year 2025,
starting July 1.

Only the city’s elector-
ate can change the char-
ter. Before that is

possible, the city council
must approve a resolu-
tion seeking amendment.
Such requests require
approval by the governor
and attorney general’s
office before being
placed on the ballot.

“By implementing a
one-month extension, the
city will be able to incor-
porate more up-to-date
information in preparing
the project year-end, pro-
posed upcoming and
forecasted following-year
budgets,” Sizeland said.

He said the attorney
general’s office has given
the proposed ballot ques-
tions “a courtesy review.”

All approved ballot lan-
guage is due to the county
clerk by 4 p.m. Aug. 13,
Sizeland said.

The council’s 6-1 vote
of concurrence featured
dissent by Councilwoman
Christine Gallagher.

Despite claiming
repeatedly that she lacks
time to prepare for
monthly council meet-
ings, she said administra-
tors already had sufficient
opportunity to draft bud-
gets.
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North getting all new administrators

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

GROSSE POINTE
WOODS — The Grosse
Pointe Public School
System is in the process of
replacing all four adminis-
trators at Grosse Pointe
North High School after
one promotion and three
resignations.

Assistant Principal Katy
Vernier recently was
approved by the GPPSS
Board of Education to
become principal at Kerby
Elementary School.

North Principal Kate
Murray and Assistant
Principals Michelle Davis
and Geoffrey Young have
all resigned. Young and
Davis both declined to
comment. Murray had not
responded to a request for
comment from the Grosse

Pointe News by press
time.

Superintendent Andrea
Tuttle declined to com-
ment directly on the res-
ignations, saying the
district wanted to respect
the privacy of the individ-
uals.

“We have a dedicated
group of team members
at GPPSS who are com-
mitted to leading our dis-
trict into the future,” she
said via email. “Team
members make career
decisions for a variety of
reasons and we support
our staff in making
choices that best suit
their individual circum-
stances.”

Board President Sean
Cotton, who owns the
Grosse Pointe News,
released the following
statement: “I wish Dr.

Murray, Michelle Davis
and Geoffrey Young the
best in their future
endeavors and thank
them for their years of
service and dedication
that they have all brought
to the Grosse Pointe
Public School System.
We have implemented a
robust and efficient inter-
view process for the open
administration positions.
The students, staff and
families at North can rest
assured that all pro-
grams, offerings and
extracurricular activities
will not be impacted by
staffing changes and the
board and administration
are committed to that.”
Murray and Davis filed
complaints last summer
with the district’s human
resources department
against Ahmed Ismail,

current board vice presi-
dent and former presi-
dent.

According to an investi-
gation by the Miller
Johnson law firm, Ismail
made the comment that
the board had plans to
“push out” Murray and
Davis while talking to an
unnamed administrator
who no longer is with the
district.

The district released a
two-page summary of
Miller Johnson’s investi-
gation, but turned down a
Freedom of Information
Act request from the
Grosse Pointe News
regarding the full 27-page
report, citing attorney-cli-
ent privilege.

The summary indicated
Ismail and the administra-
tor were talking “as that
employee was contem-

plating a job offer to leave
GPPSS.”

Miller Johnson also said
Ismail and that employee
were the only two present
during the conversation.
Ismail has since said he
was talking with an assis-
tant principal about tak-
ing a new job and
encouraged him to stay as
there could be room for
advancement in GPPSS
due to possible retire-
ments.

Miller Johnson also
determined neither Ismail
nor the board had “taken
any actions relative to
complainants indicating
an attempt to terminate”
Murray or Davis, but that
Ismail had engaged in
“retaliatory behavior
toward the complain-
ants.”

Christian Fenton,

interim superintendent at
the time, disagreed there
was any retaliation.

Writing in his three-
page determination,
which the district
released, he said, “In sup-
port, he (the Miller
Johnson investigator)
cited two instances — one
with respect to each com-
plainant — that could be
explained as retaliatory
conduct, but could also be
explained as simple com-
munications failure. (The
investigator’s) explana-
tion for his conclusion is
not well-documented or
persuasive.”

Miller Johnson also
determined Ismail’s com-
ment was not “sexist,”
saying there was no evi-
dence of “gender bias/
harassment against the
complainants.”

Kerby gets new principal

By Ted O’Neil

Associate Editor

GROSSE POINTE
FARMS — After 23
years at Grosse
Pointe North High
School, Katy Vernier
has been named the
new principal at
Kerby Elementary
School.

GPPSS Board
of Education
last month.
“I've got some
big shoes to fill,
but I'm excited
to get started.”

B oard
President Sean
Cotton, who

She replaces Walt
Fitzpatrick, who is
retiring after 30 years with the
Grosse Pointe Public School
System.

“I've built strong relationships
at North, but I'm excited for the
new opportunity,” Vernier said
after being approved by the

owns the
Grosse Pointe
Katy Vernier News, said,

“Walt is a leg-
end, but Kerby is in good
hands.”

Superintendent Andrea Tuttle
said the interview process for
the position was extensive.

“I was a little nervous about
how secondary experience

would translate to the elemen-
tary level, but you nailed it,” she
told Vernier. “We’re always
proud to elevate one of our
own.”

Vernier, who has been assis-
tant principal at North the past
six years, said there are aspects
of building leadership that can
translate to any level.

“It’s a different style of teach-
ing and learning, but the aspects
of it are the same at any build-
ing,” she said. “I have a lot to
learn over the summer but my
first year I'll definitely do a lot of
listening with staff, parents and
students.”

Vernier said she isn’t sure if
her husband’s family has any
connection to the Vernier fam-

ily, but said she thought it was
funny she worked at North,
which has an address of 707
Vernier.

She taught math at North for
17 years after getting a bache-
lor’s degree from Albion
College, where she played vol-
leyball, and has a master’s
degree from Central Michigan
University. In addition to teach-
ing, Vernier also has coached
volleyball, cross country and
track at the high school.
Growing up in East Grand
Rapids, Vernier almost didn’t go
into teaching.

“My parents are both school
counselors and my brothers are
teachers,” she said. “When I got
to Albion I thought I'd be a rebel
and do something different, but
realized teaching is where I
should be.”

On top of that her sister,

LAWSUIT:
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now doing communica-
tions work for Romeo
Community Schools, was
terminated from GPPSS
“because of her political
affiliations and associa-
tions with people who
politically opposed the
ultra-conservative politi-
cal views held by the
majority” of the board.

It goes on to say she
lost her job with the dis-
trict as “retaliation” for
her work as education
reporter at the Grosse
Pointe News before
Cotton bought it. That
stems back to 2019, when
Brush said she was
“investigating” the Cotton
family with the belief it
was behind a recall effort
against three board mem-
bers for the decision to
close Trombly and
Poupard elementary
schools.

Cotton in a statement
to the Grosse Pointe
News that he also posted
on social media said he is
not speaking on behalf of
the board.

“If the school district
and I are served with the
complaint that is on file
with the courts, then this
is lawfare, plain and sim-
ple,” he wrote. “The only
conclusion that can be
drawn is that this is to
impact the November
elections for the board of
education. The weapon-
izing of our court system
by those that are not
happy with the results of
fair elections.”

Cotton went on to
explain his decision to
buy the paper in 2020.

“Once the transaction
was closed I hired many
of the staff from John
Minnis, the former
owner,” he said. “Mary
Anne Brush along with

several staff of the former
owner were not hired by
me. [ had no idea that she
was investigating any-
thing that had to do with
my family or me. I did not
buy the Grosse Pointe
News because of Mary
Anne Brush.”

He also explained what
led to Brush’s position
being eliminated during
the budget process for
the 2023-24 fiscal year,
saying the board thought
it was necessary to cut
positions across all staff
and departments.

“This meant that the
budget for central admin-
istration had to be cut as
well, to acknowledge the
reality of enrollment
losses,” he said. “One of
the areas that was
impacted was the com-
munications department
in central administration.

There were three staff in
that department. The
budget that was passed
allowed for only one staff
member to continue in
that department.”

One of the three in the
department had previ-
ously resigned to take a
new job elsewhere.
Cotton said it was then-
Superintendent Jon Dean
who decided to terminate
Brush instead of the other
employee in the depart-
ment.

“The budget cuts were
not passed to fire Mary
Anne Brush, nor did the
board vote to fire Mary
Anne Brush,” he said.
“Her position was elimi-
nated by the superinten-
dent.”

Brush’s attorney
declined to comment
when contacted by the
Grosse Pointe News.
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The suit, while not indi-
cating a monetary
amount, seeks the follow-
ing relief:

@ An order of the court
awarding Brush compen-
satory and punitive dam-
ages for the willful
violation of her constitu-
tional rights.

@ An order of the court
awarding Brush actual
and reasonable attorney
fees and litigation costs.

@ An order of the court
awarding Brush such
relief as the court deems
appropriate.

Jenny, is a counselor at North
and she met her husband, Chris,
there. He was a special educa-
tion paraprofessional who now
works for Stellantis.

They have two daughters at
Monteith Elementary School,
Lucy in kindergarten and Emmy
in second grade.

“When I first started at North
I lived in the City, then Royal
Oak and we lived in Clinton
Township for a while,” she said.
“We moved to the Woods in
2019, because we wanted our
girls to attend school here.”

Tuttle at the board meeting
noted that Vernier referred to
the promotion as the “next step
in her career” at a time some
might be thinking about retire-
ment.

“With my girls being so
young, I plan on being around
for a long time,” Vernier said.

Grosse Pointe News
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North, Grosse Pointe South and University

Liggett to celebrate the class of 2024 at
outdoor graduation ceremonies during the first
weeks of June.

The community gathered at Grosse Pointe

North went first under cooler than normal
temperatures Monday, June 3. South had to delay its
ceremony from Wednesday, June 5, until Thursday,
June 6, due to heavy rain storms. Liggett held its
commencement Sunday, June 9. Guests of all three
were treated to student speeches, choir and band
performances and processions of 644 graduates.

This year, 306 students graduated from South, 264
graduated from North and 74 graduated from Liggett.

— Ted O'Neil & Renee Landuyt

Jake Kozel shakes Superintendent Andrea Tuttle's hand before receiving his
diploma.

Andres Link gives a speech titled, "Lesson from the

Storm."

Superintendent Andrea Tuttle gave a speech about

Grosse Pointe South senior class president Isabella  honoring the military men and women before the

Haindl gave a speech titled, "No is not the End." presentation of diplomas.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Above, Aisha Mannah and Preston Barr were among graduating seniors at University Liggett School.
Left, valedictorian Ella Henness addresses fellow graduating seniors.
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Ruta Hailu, student association president at Grosse Pointe North, gave Sloane O'Neill sang Joni Mitchell's "Both Sides Now," accompanied by acoustic guitar-
awelcome speech to the Class of 2024. ist David Rochon.

Keegan Wettstein shakes Principal Kate Murray's hand before receiving his diploma.

Sarah Westrick, North's honorary poet laureate, read a poem she wrote for the = Rheya Dixon sang a powerful rendition of "I Believe" by Biancaniello, Waters
ceremony. and Gray.

University Liggett
School senior
Olivia Jacque was
selected by her
classmates as a
2024 commence-
ment ceremony
speaker.

COURTESY PHOTO
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The 75 seniors in the class of 2024 were admitted to these colleges and universities.

Albion College
Anna Maria College
Appalachian State University
Arizona State University
University of Arizona
University of Arkansas
Baldwin Wallace University
Bates College
Belmont University
Boston College

Bowling Green State
University

Butler University
Calvin University
Carleton College
Carnegie Mellon University
Carthage College

Case Western Reserve
University

Central Michigan University
College of Charleston
University of Cincinnati

Colgate University

College for Creative Studies
University of Colorado

Columbia College Chicago

Concordia University
Ann Arbor

University of Connecticut
University of Dayton
Denison University
DePaul University
DePauw University
University of Detroit Mercy
Drexel University
Eastern Michigan University
Elon University
Emerson College

Emory University

CONGRATULATIONS
TO THE CLASS OF

Fairfield University
Ferris State University
Flagler College

Florida Agricultural and
Mechanical University

Florida Atlantic University
Fordham University
Goshen College
Grand Valley State University
Hamline University
Hampton University
Haverford College
High Point University
Hobart William Smith Colleges
Hood College
Hope College
Houston Christian University
University of Houston
Howard University
University of Illinois Chicago
Indiana University
John Carroll University
Kalamazoo College
University of Kansas
Kent State University
University of Kentucky

Lawrence Technological
University

Lewis & Clark College
Long Island University

Loyola University Chicago

Join our legacy of excellence
Learn More & Apply Today to Become a Liggett Knight

uls.org/admissions

Lynn University
Madonna University
Marquette University

University of Massachusetts-
Boston

Miami University
Michigan State University

Michigan Technological
University

University of Michigan-
Ann Arbor

University of Michigan-
Dearborn

University of Michigan-Flint
University of Minnesota
University of Mississippi

Morehouse College
Morgan State University
New York University
Norfolk State University

North Carolina A & T State
University

Northeastern University
Northern Illinois University
Northern Michigan University
Northwestern University
University of Notre Dame
Oakland University

Paul Smiths College of
Arts and Science

Pennsylvania State University
University of Pennsylvania

Pepperdine University

University of Pittsburgh
Presbyterian College
Purdue University

Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute

Rhodes College
University of Richmond
Ripon College
University of Rochester
Rollins College

Saginaw Valley State
University

Saint Mary’s College

Savannah College of
Art and Design

Siena Heights University
University of South Carolina
University of South Florida
Southern Methodist University
Spelman College
St. Lawrence University
St. Thomas University
Susquehanna University
Syracuse University
The University of Tennessee

The New School
(Parsons School of Design)

University of Toledo
University of Oregon
University of St. Thomas (TX)
Valparaiso University
University of Vermont
University of Vermont
University of Virginia
Wayne State University
Western Michigan University
University of Wisconsin

Yale University

University
Liggett School

I
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A 1983 DeLorean DMC-12, owned by Dr. David Pickering of Parkersburg, W.V.

Honoring design masters at EyesOn Design

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

EyesOn Design at Ford
House welcomes all ages
to this year’s car show,
which takes place
Sunday, June 16,
throughout the grounds
of Ford House, 1100
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe
Shores. Gates open at 10
a.m.

This year’s invitation-
only show, which fea-
tures more than 250
vehicles, follows the
theme “Design Masters:
A Lifetime of Design
Achievement.”

“We’re looking back
and presenting vehicles
designed or influenced
by all of our previous
Lifetime Design
Achievement Award win-
ners,” said Kathy
Lightbody, EyesOn
Design chairwoman.
“The award is unique

because the recipient is
voted on only by previous
recipients of the award.
We’ve been giving this
award since 1988.

“This show was partic-
ularly challenging to
assemble,” she contin-
ued. “This is not just cars
of a certain age or from a
certain period, but really
from the last 100 years of
vehicles.”

Categories this year
include Classic Era
Design 1919-1941, Early
Concept Design 1938-
1957, Grand Touring
Design 1991-2008 and
Racing Car Design 1951-
1992. Vehicles aren’t lim-
ited to cars either; three
categories of motorcycles
also are included in the
show.

“Five General Motors
vice presidents of design
will have vehicles at the
show — all concept cars,”
Lightbody noted.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF EYESON DESIGN/KATHY LIGHTBODY

A 1959 Chevrolet Impala, owned by Al Trombetta and Ava Sand of Royal Oak,
is among entries in the Sports Car Design 1953-1965 category.

Harley Earl’s 1938
Buick Y-Job and 1951
GM LeSabre will be dis-
played, as will designs by
Bill Mitchell, Chuck
Jordan, Wayne Cherry
and Ed Welburn.

“All of these are con-
cept cars and, in addi-
tion, we’ll have two
internal General Motors
concept cars that have

never been seen before
by the public,” Lightbody
added. “We’ll have a 2016
Cadillac Expressive
Coupe and a 2008 Pontiac
G8 Concept designed by
Ed Welburn.”

Other notable vehicles
in this year’s show
include Ettore Bugatti’s
“Beloved Final
Masterpiece” and a rare

Jaguar D-Type.
sidebar)

“General Motors is also
sending 12 corporate
cars — three new vehi-
cles from each of their
divisions — which I
believe are all EVs,”
Lightbody said. “We are
the past, present and
future.”

M1 Concourse CEO

(See

Tim McGrane serves as
grand marshal and
Amelia Island Concours
d’Elegance founder Bill

Warner is honorary
chairman.
While guests are

invited to freely browse
the vehicles on display,
reservations are required
for the Private Eyes
Brunch, open from 11
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Sunday.
Brunch tickets are $100
per person, $40 for chil-
dren younger than 10,
and includes admission
to the show.

More in store

As EyesOn Design at
Ford House continues to
grow, so do the opportu-
nities for vehicle aficio-
nados. No longer just a
Sunday car show,
EyesOn Design now
entails a complete week-

See MASTERS, page 6B

(volden memories

Troop 327 celebrates 50 years
of service on Mackinac Island

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer
Carol (Hicks)

Austerberry was a
14-year-old freshman at
Grosse Pointe South
High School when, in
1974, she joined the first
Girl Scout troop invited
to participate in the
Mackinac Island Honor
Guard.

The scouts’ male coun-

terparts had been mak-
ing the one-week trip
north each summer since
1929 — President Gerald
Ford being one of the
first.

“We worked as a troop
and (our advisors)
worked as leaders to
make sure we were ready
when we got up there,
because we knew there’d
be a lot of eyes on us,”
Austerberry said. “My

memory is we knew this
was big. We wanted to do
a good job, because we
wanted other scouts to be
able to have this opportu-
nity.”

This year, 49 Girl
Scouts between sixth and
12th grades will follow in
five decades of female
footsteps, as the Grosse
Pointe-based troop that
first led the charge cele-
brates its golden anniver-

sary of service
to the island.
Troop 327
will spend the
third week of
June ceremo-
niously rais-
ing and
lowering in
unison — at
scheduled
times each
morning and

Troop 327 on Mackinac Island in July 1978.

ssir.com

evening — the
island’s 26

COURTESY PHOTOS

From left, Cathy Leverenz, Betsy Martin and Leverenz’ daughter Lisa Leverenz
Coletta represent three generations of Troop 327 Girl Scouts during its 25th an-

niversary in 1999.

flags, including the large
Fort Mackinac flag, some
of the island’s smallest
flags at its downtown
buildings and the flag
furthest from the scout
barracks at the Post
Cemetery.

The scouts also rotate
posts serving as hosts
and guides at historic

sites throughout the
island and at the fort, as
well as perform service
projects — ranging from
cleaning grave markers
and clearing brush from
trails to painting fences
and deep cleaning facili-
ties.

“I went to Mackinac on
vacation the summer

Signature | Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

18000 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe, Ml 48230

before seventh grade
with some of my family
friends and we saw —
from a different troop —
a Girl Scout there who
was serving duty in the
fort, which was really
cool,” said Juliette
Aouad, a senior at Grosse

See GOLDEN, page 2B

313.888.8800
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Jardinieres

La Societe des
Jardinieres meets at
noon Thursday, June 13,
at the pavilion at Grosse
Pointe Shores Osius
Park. Hostess Joanne
Niederoest will provide a
picnic lunch. Afterward,
the group will hold its
annual election of offi-
cers. Per club tradition,
members are asked to
wear hats and this year
are asked to wear beach
hats. After the business
meeting, the group will
hear a talk about
Michigan wildflowers.

Ford House

The Edsel & Eleanor
Ford House, 1100
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe
Shores, offers the follow-
ing programs:

¢ Storytime: “How to
Find a Fox,” at 10:30 a.m.
Tuesdays, through June

25, for ages 7 and
younger.

& Summer Landscape
Guided Tour, 11 a.m.
Wednesdays, through
July 31. Costs vary.

& Artist Talk: Cody
Norman, Ford House’s
inaugural artist-in-resi-
dence, 7 p.m. Thursday,
June 13. Cost is $10 for
members, $12 for the
public.

4 EyesOn Design car
show, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Sunday, June 16.

# Bug Tales: Stories &
Art Activities, 10:30 a.m.
Thursdays, June 20 to
Aug. 15, for ages 4 to 7.
Admission is $5 per
member child, $7 per
nonmember child.

& Eleanor’s Birthday
Tea and Tour, 11 a.m.
and 2 p.m. Saturday,
June 22. Seating is sold
per table.

@ Nature Art Camp, 1

to 3:30 p.m. Monday,
June 24, to Friday, June
28, for ages 9 to 12. Cost
is $200 for member chil-
dren, $250 for nonmem-
ber children.

& Botany & Brews, 6 to
8 p.m. Wednesdays, July
24, and Oct. 16. Cost is
$35 for members only.

For tickets and infor-
mation, visit fordhouse.
org.

Library

The Grosse Pointe
Public Library hosts a
variety of programs. To
register for the following,
visit grossepointelibrary.
org.

@ Reader Dog, 1 to 2
p-m. Friday, June 14, at
Woods, 20680 Mack,
Grosse Pointe Woods.

& Teen Takeover, 6 to
8 p.m. Saturday, June 15,
at Woods, 20680 Mack,
Grosse Pointe Woods.

¢ Adventures in
Drawing, 10to 11:30 a.m.
Monday, June 17, at
Ewald, 15175 E.
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe
Park.

¢ Family Movie
Monday, 11 a.m. to 1
p.m. Monday, June 17, at
Woods, 20680 Mack,
Grosse Pointe Woods.

& Volunteer Monday:
Mats & Pillow Project, 2
to 3 p.m. Monday, June
17, at Ewald, 15175 E.
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe
Park.

& Meet Up and Make:
T-Shirt Transformation,
4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Monday,
June 17, at Central, 10
Kercheval, Grosse Pointe
Farms.

@ Pride Yoga, 10 to 11
a.m. Tuesday, June 18, at
Woods, 20680 Mack,
Grosse Pointe Woods.

¢ Parent Child
Drawing Workshop, 2 to
3 p.m. Tuesday, June 18,
at Central, 10 Kercheval,
Grosse Pointe Farms.

¢ Dream Lab Adult
Swim, 4:30 to 8 p.m.
Tuesday, June 18, at

Woods, 20680 Mack,
Grosse Pointe Woods.

¢ Shelf Indulgence, 7
to 9 p.m. Tuesday, June
18, at Ewald, 15175 E.
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe
Park.

& Reader Dog, 11 a.m.
to noon Wednesday,
June 19, at Woods, 20680
Mack, Grosse Pointe
Woods.

¢ Book Bike at
Juneteenth Celebration,
1 to 4 p.m. Wednesday,
June 19, at Wayne
County Community
College Center, 19305
Vernier, Harper Woods.

& Camp Out STEAM
Adventures, 2 to 3 p.m.
Wednesday, June 19, at
Ewald, 15175 E.
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe
Park.

& Teen Movie Friday, 2
to 4 p.m. Friday, June 21,
at Woods, 20680 Mack,
Grosse Pointe Woods.

¢ Grosse Pointe
Community Game
Meet-Up, noon to 4 p.m.
Saturday, June 22, at
Central, 10 Kercheval,
Grosse Pointe Farms.

The Helm

The Helm at the Boll
Life Center, 158 Ridge,
Grosse Pointe Farms,
offers a variety of classes
and programs.
Registration is required
at (313) 882-9600 for the
following:

¢ Monday Morning
Speaker Series: Travels
with Peter Haley, 9 to 10
a.m. Monday, June 17.

& The movie “The
Hundred-Foot Journey”
is shown at 12:30 p.m.
Tuesday, June 18.

& Field Trip to the
Edsel & Eleanor Ford
House, 8:30 to 11 a.m.
Tuesday, June 18. Cost is
$30 for members, $35 for
nonmembers.

# Juneteenth Bingo, 10
to 11:30 a.m. Thursday,
June 20. Cost is $2 for
members, $5 for non-
members, and includes
one card and refresh-
ments. Additional cards
are 25 cents each.

@ The movie “The Hill”
is shown at 12:30 p.m.

See EVENTS, page 5B
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Pointe North High School
and one of two senior
patrol leaders with Troop
327’s Mackinac Island
Honor Guard. “ ... So my
first year in 2019 was the
45th anniversary and
now I get to leave the
troop as a senior patrol
leader, which I never
thought I would be capa-
ble of, and it’s the 50th
anniversary, so that’s
really special to me.”

It was Grosse Pointer
and three-decade leader
of Troop 327, Betsy
Martin, who successfully
advocated for the partici-
pation of Girl Scouts
throughout the state.

Her cause was taken
up and aided by Helen
Milliken, the wife of for-
mer Michigan Gov.
William Milliken.

“The girls have lots of
choices of things to do
now — school and sports
and there’s lots of other
activities,” said Martin’s
daughter, Cathy
Leverenz, who is a Park
resident and current
senior advisor of Troop
327. “Back in the day,
there wasn’t as much.
But the girls that get into

this and come, it’s like no
other.”

Although Leverenz
graduated high school in
1974, making her just
ineligible to travel with
the first troop led by her
mother that summer, she
can recall many a story
from the late Martin, who
passed away in 2018.

“I remember the first
year they went, they
thought it was a good
idea to wear white Ked
tennis shoes,” she said.
“If you can imagine,
white Ked tennis shoes
marching down the main
street where all the
horses have been ... and
then, it rained.”

Today, the Girl Scouts
are equipped with sturdy
brown, leather shoes.

“We let girls wear sun-
glasses now and we
make sure they’re
hydrated and have sun-
screen, which nobody
cared about,” joked
Michelle (Rae) Farell,
who served in the
Mackinac Island Honor
Guard from 1984 to 1988
under Martin’s leader-
ship and now as an adult
advisor since 1996.

In the early years, the
troop bought all the food
for the week locally
before hauling it north in

Juliette Aouad, left, and her sister Helen, who grad-

uated in 2023.

a two-wheeled trailer,
which traveled across the
water via ferry and was
hauled by a dray once on
the island.

“She used to make
pans and pans of lasagna
to feed the 50 people,”
Leverenz said of her late
mother. “I remember
helping her make lasa-
gna to take, because her
lasagna was really good.”

After one significant
mishap when the ferry
captain wouldn’t take the
food trailer back to
Mackinaw City, insisting
on St. Ignace, and
Leverenz’ father had to
take the family car across
the bridge, pick up the
trailer and then drive
back to Grosse Pointe,
the troop began sending
a list ahead of time and
buying groceries at
Doud’s Market on the
island.

Today, Troop 327 uses
Gordon Food Service,
but apart from the uni-
forms and meal service
upgrading through trial
and error, Girl Scouts
who serve with the honor
guard this June will live
much of the same experi-
ence as those 50 years
ago.

“Part of the beauty of
this experience is how lit-
tle it changes over time,”
said Anne Drummond, a
Grosse Pointe South
grad, who served on the
Mackinac Island Honor
Guard from 1988 to 1994.
“While the girls and their
mindset and their gener-
ation is very different, the
approach that the Girl
Scouts take to service, as
well as to really just car-
ing for the island and for
the fort in the way that it
does, that really has
remained very consistent
across all of the decades
that we’ve been going.

“It’s a beautiful thing to
know that what I experi-

COURTESY PHOTOS

Troop 327 marches on Mackinac Island in 2022.

enced decades ago is
something high school
students are experienc-
ing now and it really ties
us together across the
generations in a way
many other experiences
do not.”

The girls and women
who’ve gone through the
program cite a plethora
of gains including leader-
ship skills, responsibility,
public communication,
respect, self-confidence
and work ethic.

“It was my very own
decision (to join) in
eighth grade,” said Farell,
who went on to work a
number of years for the
state park as its first
female scout coordinator
and then a historic inter-
preter. “ ... And it was
probably one of the most
pivotal decisions I made
in my life.”

Further, the experi-
ences’ influence doesn’t
cease upon graduation.

“It gets baked into your
DNA a little bit,”

Girl Scouts in Troop 327 in 2023 raise the Island’s flags in unison at 9:30 a.m. each morning.

Drummond added, “and
it stays with you for life.

“ ... As you’re doing it,
you may not even realize
how many life lessons
you’re absorbing. You
get to be my age and you
look back on it and you
think to yourself, “‘Wow,
this really shaped me in
some profound ways.’
And that feels tremen-
dous to be part of some-
thing like that.”

Another common
thread uniting the scouts
of Troop 327 through the
years is the brand of
memories only youth can
provide.

“There was a little can-
non that we had to shoot
off and one afternoon it
didn’t go off — it was like
a dud,” Austerberry said.
“We were standing there
at the port and then the
darn cannon didn’t go
off. We were like, ‘Well,
can we pick it up? What
do we do?’

“It was one of those lit-
tle, little portable can-
nons they use I think for
field races and it was just
so funny. Somebody
fussed with it and said,
‘OK, stand back,” and
boom, it went off.”

Farell and her friend
Beth Nixon, with whom
she is still friends to this
day, once asked during a
leadership night out
whether they could stay
outside a little longer.

“She was graduating
that year and (we asked
to continue) looking at
the stars and chatting, so
the adults were like,
‘Sure, no problem,’”
Farell recalled. “So we’re
out by the flagpole chat-
ting and unbeknownst to
us, they lock us out. The
lights go off and Beth and
I are just still oblivious

chatting until we decided
it’s time to go in.

“We ended up sleeping
on the front porch. I used
my sweater as a pillow, I
remember.”

And then there’s the
modern legend of the ax
murderer who highly val-
ues efficiency.

“After the fort closes, a
couple of girls and one of
the senior patrol leaders
go out and they collect
the trash in the fort,
replace the trash bags
and then we take them
back to this shed across
the road where we throw
out the trash and then it
gets collected later on in
the week,” Aouad said.
“We have to be very
quick and speedy,
because we have an eve-
ning program ... and you
have to be very quiet,
because the noise ordi-
nance is going to start.

“We collect this trash
as quickly and efficiently
as we can and then we
run across the road to the
shed, which butts up
against the woods, which
gets very dark and creepy
at night. And it’s some
kind of Mackinac folk-
lore that in this shed,
there is a guy, an ax mur-
derer named Axy Maxy,
and if you don’t throw
the bags in fast enough,
he will come and get us.
So I always think of that
and I love fort trash
because of it.”

To celebrate the 50th
anniversary, alumnae will
join the 2024 class of
Mackinac Island Honor
Guard Girl Scouts from
Troop 327 on the island
Saturday, June 15,
through Monday, June 17.

Planned are an after-
hours picnic at the fort,
flag ceremony at the
scout barracks and din-
ner at the Grand Hotel.
The Girl Scouts and
alumnae also will march
in the Lilac Festival
Grand Parade Sunday,
June 16.

The end of a letter of
memories written by
Martin prior to her pass-
ing reads, “To the girls
who are serving: This is
truly a unique experience
and one that you’ll never
forget. It will be part of
you always as you help
the visitors, raise the flags
and live with each other.
Enjoy it, work hard, have
fun and share with others
the delightful time that
you have had. It is a ser-
vice to not only the state
and our country, but to
many foreign visitors as
well. So hold out your
hands, shake all and
really enjoy this time for-
ever.”
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rarden tour taking shape
Gardens on display June 21-22

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

During a pre-tour visit
to Diane Cesarz’s rear
yard at Rivard and
Goethe in the City of
Grosse Pointe, Grosse
Pointe Garden Center
Garden Tour co-chair
Kathy Brown laughed
recalling a phone call she
received after the 2023
event.

“She (Cesarz) called
last year and asked what
she should do to get on
the tour,” Kathy Brown
said. “We showed up and

looked around ... and
invited her.”
Though they’ve

changed since last year,
Cesarz’s gardens at 808
Rivard already were in
beautiful shape. They’ll
be among seven featured
stops on the Grosse
Pointe Garden Center’s
32nd annual Garden
Tour, which takes place
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday
and Saturday, June 21
and 22, rain or shine.

“We have a lot of inter-
esting gardens this year,”
noted Kathy Brown, co-
chairing the tour with
Virginia Brown. “There’s
variety in terms of size.
Some are small, which
shows people what they
can do with a small yard,
and a couple are quite
large with double lots.”

The theme for this
year’s tour is “Gardeners
Create Community.”

“We chose this year’s
theme to emphasize the
connection gardeners
have with each other to
strengthen a community
interested in nature, hor-
ticulture and the environ-
ment,” Virginia Brown
said.

Cesarz’s yard, which
surrounds her 100-year-
old home, includes a vari-
ety of gardens — from
zen and fairy gardens to
a vegetable garden and a
garden devoted to the
homeowners’ Detroit
Lions fandom. The hard-
scaping was in place
when the Cesarzes
moved in four years ago,
but their dedication to
sustainability has filled
out the space nicely.

“We’ve redone a few
things, added color and
filler,” said Cesarz, add-
ing that she’s inspired by
longevity. “Our time here
is short. It’s important to
give back to the garden,
to nature, so there’s food
in the future.”

The large lot includes a
wide-open garden space
she calls her dog garden,
where Frank and Beans

About the raffle

Prizes:

@ “The French Planter,” a wa-
tercolor painting by Robert
Fionda, value $400.

+ Tiffany & Co., Wheat Loaf
baluster crystal vase, value
$375.

& Waterford Crystal exclusive
biscuit barrel, value $195.

4 Garden Memories decora-
tive garden art pole, value
$155

& Garden Shoppe gift basket,
value $100

Details:

The raffle drawing takes place
at 4:30 p.m. Saturday, June 22,
at 970 Trombley, Grosse Pointe
Park. Participants need not be
present to win.

Tickets are $5 each or three
for $10. Only 500 tickets will be
sold.

For more information, call
(313) 889-1647 or email gp
gardencenter@outlook.com.

A serene scene in the Koesters’ rear yard, located at 1711 Huntington in Grosse

Pointe Woods.

One of several gardens in the Casarz rear yard is de-

voted to the Detroit Lions.

are free to roam. When
they moved to the house,
the bulk of the dog gar-
den was overgrown with
invasive plants.

“There were a whole
bunch of trees that were
dying or dead,” Cesarz
said. “It’s mostly new
things now. ... 'm putting
in a lot of natives. It'll be
prettier in fall; it’s just
starting to pop.

“... It’s a space for the
dogs now,” she added. “If
they destroy a plant, they
destroy a plant. It’s their
space to play.”

She also takes the
hands-off approach when
pollination picks up.

“I'm allergic to bees,”
Cesarz said. “I wanted to
create a garden that
worked for both of us to
coexist. When it blooms,
when (bees) come back
here, I let it go; it’s their
space. When they go
away in the fall, I go in
and clean it up.”

While Cesarz said she
may add a few surprises
to the yard before the
garden tour, one feature
that won’t be a surprise is
the Ewald Library Seed
Exchange, which will
have a table in Cesarz’s
yard. It’s among several
tour extras planned for
guests.

A Garden Shoppe —
featuring bee houses,
gardening tools, fairy
garden Kkits and much
more — as well as a
native plant and herb sale
will be stationed at the
Rabbene garden at 970
Trombley in Grosse
Pointe Park. The same
house also will display
raffle items (see sidebar)
and host a raffle drawing
at 4:30 p.m. Saturday.

Complimentary

refreshments will be
hosted at the Ollison gar-
den at 1150 Harvard in
Grosse Pointe Park, as
well as the Maul and
Swantek garden at 881
Washington in the City.

The expansive garden
at 1711 Huntington in
Grosse Pointe Woods will
host a Master Gardener
information table, as well
as concerts by the Sweet
Mountain Strings dulci-
mer group, set to perform
at noon both days.

The grounds on
Huntington have been
beautifully cultivated
during the 18 years
Rachelle Koester and her
family have lived there.

“I started with one bed
at a time, moving along,”
said Koester, a member
of the Grosse Pointe
Woods Beautification
Commission, “and every
year the beds would get
bigger and bigger.”

Seating areas dot the
perimeter of the yard,
which also features stone
and mulch pathways, a
canopy of mature trees, a
certified Monarch butter-
fly station and other ame-
nities. The former Grosse
Pointe Garden Center
member is focused on
plantings that attract
hummingbirds, as well as
butterflies, moths, bees
and other pollinators.
Koester said she wants to
attract insects as well, to
feed the birds.

Though the grounds
were part of the garden
tour in 2013, returning
guests may notice
Koester has begun install-
ing more native plants
throughout the yard.

“I want to teach people
that natives don’t have to
look weedy,” she said,

adding that she looks for-
ward to welcoming
guests back to her back-
yard sanctuary next
weekend.

Also returning to the
tour a second time are
Anne Marten’s gardens at
2064 Beaufait in the
Woods.

“She was on the tour
before,” Kathy Brown
said. “Our rule is after 10
years you can be on it
again. We came after her
several times.”

Marten, a member of
the Grand Marais Garden
Club, has been focusing
on planting the Trial
Gardens at The War
Memorial — which, along
with the Veterans
Garden, also is part of the
tour. She eventually
agreed to be part of the
this year’s event.

Her yard — a 2016
Grosse Pointe Woods
Beautification Award
winner — features bursts
of hand-crafted mosaics
among a variety of plant-
ings that have altered the
look of the garden since
she started working on it
in 2000.

“The garden has really
changed since we moved
here,” Marten said. “The
previous owner liked
shrubs. He had a
Y-shaped island in the
middle of the yard with
shrubs.”

After Marten’s hus-
band built an arbor, she
went to work planting her
favorite: climbing roses.

“The garden keeps
evolving,” she said. “I find
it very relaxing to come
out here and work. If an
area is in trouble and
needs attending, I come
and figure out what will
work. Or if people give us
gifts, I figure out where
they will work.”

Rounding out tour gar-
dens is the Tassen garden
at 793 Lorraine in the
City, which the home-
owners consider a “home-
grown national park.”

All of this year’s gar-
dens are included in a
scavenger hunt, a new
feature of the event.

Participants are asked
to find hidden garden art
at each stop, keeping tabs
of their discoveries on the
scavenger hunt sheet,
then turning in the sheet
at the last house they
visit. One winner will be
drawn and notified of
their prize by the Grosse
Pointe Garden Center.

“We welcome everyone
to visit the gardens and
enjoy the beauty and cre-
ativity that the homeown-
ers have demonstrated,”
Virginia Brown said.
“Just seeing these beauti-
ful gardens is very awe-
inspiring and energizing.”

Added Kathy Brown,

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

The charming front yard of the Marten house at
2064 Beaufait in Grosse Pointe Woods.

Tickets

Tickets for the Grosse Pointe Garden Center’s 32nd annual
GardenTour cost $15 in advance, $20 at the tour. Tickets are
available online at gpgardencenter.com and at the following lo-

cations:

& Coreander’s Children’s Bookshoppe, 15118 Kercheval,

Grosse Pointe Park

@ Allemon’s Landscape Center, 17727 Mack, Detroit

& Otherworld Grosse Pointe, 17750 Mack, City of Grosse Pointe
& Charvat the Florist Inc., 18590 Mack, Grosse Pointe Farms

# Viviano Flower Shop, 20087 Mack, Grosse Pointe Woods

® Moehring Woods Florist, 20923 Mack, Grosse Pointe Woods
<+ Wild Birds Unlimited, 20381 Mack, Grosse Pointe Woods

# Conner Park Florist, 21480 Greater Mack, St. Clair Shores

# Greenhouse Gardens, 21807 Greater Mack, St. Clair Shores

# Soulliere Landscaping and Garden Center, 23919 Little Mack,

St. Clair Shores

# English Gardens, 22501 Kelly, E