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THURSDAY, MARCH 15 

• Kenneth E. Schramm, au­
thor of "Detroit Street rail­
ways" presents a side program 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Grosse 
Pointe War Memorial, 32 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms. It is free and open to 
the public. 

• Pierce Middle School hosts a 
book fair from 8:15 a.m. to 4 
p.m. in its library. 

mm<M « 
• Wayne County 
Commissioner Tim Killeen, D-
Detroit, hosts a "Chat with 
Commish Killeen" from 9 to 10 
a.m. in Grosse Pointe Park 
City Municipal Court, 15115 
E. Jefferson. 
• The City of Grosse Pointe 
council meets at 7:30 p.m. in 
council chambers, 17145 
Maumee. 
• The Grosse Pointe Woods 
council meets at 7:30 p.m. in 
council chambers, 20025 
Mack Plaza. 
• Grosse Pointe Board of 
Education holds a special 
meeting at 7:30 p.m. in Grosse 
Pointe North High School's li­
brary. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 20 

• The village council of Grosse 
Pointe Shores meets at 7 p.m. 
in council chambers, 795 
Lakeshore. 
• Grosse Pointe Township 
board meets at 8 a.m. in the 
township hall, 795 lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Shores. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 21 

• The Central Library Building 
Committee meets at 7 p.m. in 
the Ewald Branch, 15175 E. 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Farms. 

• The Local Business Network 
Chapter meets from 8 to 9:15 
a.m. at The Sterling of Grosse 
Pointe, 17027 Kercheval. 
Visitors are welcome. For 
more information, call (586) 
206-4958. 
• University of Michigan pro­
fessor George Bornstein will 
discuss the 19th century book, 
"Narrative of the Life of 
Frederick Douglass," at 7:30 
p.m. in the Grosse Pointe 
South High School auditori-

See WEEK AHEAD, page 2A 
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State champs 
Grosse Pointe South's hockey team cele­
brates its state Division II championship with 
its fans at the Compuware Arena in 
Plymouth. The Blue Devils beat Muskegon 
Mona Shores 4-3 on Tim Shield's goal with 
1:14 remaining in the first overtime period to 
win their first state boys hockey champi­
onship. The celebration will continue with a 
pep rally to honor the team at 2:45 p.m. on 
Friday, March 16. During the rally, the televi­
sion show "State Champs" will present South 
with a spirit award for bringing the largest 
turnout of fans of any of the teams playing in 
the championships. Complete coverage of 
South's run to the title begins on page 1C. 

PHOTO BY DR. J. RICHARD DUNLAP 
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PHOTO BY RICK WEISS 

Grosse Pointe Woods resident Rick Weiss spotted this lone coyote far out on the ice between 
Moross and Vernier roads. Are the coyotes heading north? The Grosse Pointe Farms Public 
Safety Department thinks so. 

GROSSE POINTE FARMS 

Coyotes headed north? 
There has been only one 

coyote sighting during the 
past two weeks in Grosse 
Pointe Farms, according to 
Dan Jensen, Farms director of 
public safety. 

The lack of sightings have 
public safety officials believ­
ing that the coyotes have left 
the area and headed north. 

Two weeks ago, Farms po­
lice were instructed to use 
lethal force if they were able 
to contain the animals in a se­
cure area. Police were given 
the order after one of the coy­
otes escaped from a non-
lethal trap set by the Varmint 
Police, a unit within the 
Michigan Humane Society. 

The traps were removed af­
ter the escape because it was 
reasoned that the coyotes 
would not return to the area 
by the Country Club of 
Detroit. 

Coyote sightings have been 
common by the club over the 
last two years. 

—By John Lundberg 

GROSSE POINTE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM 

Board saves 

Refinancing $48 million 
in capital improvement 
bonds reduces debt service 
by $100,000 annually 

The refinancing bandwagon 
has delivered a $2.1 million 
savings to district headquar­
ters. 

Money comes from lower in­
terest rates obtained by refi­
nancing $48 million remaining 
on the school system's general 
obligation bond. Voters ap­
proved the bond in 2002 to pay 
for capital improvements. 

Savings will be spread out to 
taxpayers by a roughly 
$100,000 overall annual reduc­
tion in debt service. 

"In these times, every dollar 
has strong meaning," said 
Glenn Watson, first vice presi­

dent of LaSalle Financial 
Services, retained to handle 
the underwriting. "Since 2002, 
the general economy of 
Michigan has eroded signifi­
cantly." 

Watson, a City of Grosse 
Pointe resident, said the dis­
trict's high bond rating (Aa2 by 
Moody's Investor Service and 
AA+ by Standard & Poor's) 
made it easier to refinance. 

"It signifies prudent manage­
ment," he said. 

"This is a shining affirmation 
of our administration," said 
Trustee Alice Kosinski. 

—BradLindberg 

POINTER OF INTEREST 

'The idea of the program is to give these 
children a positive place to go after school' 

Catherine Guinn 
Home: City of Grosse Pointe 

Age: 71 

Family: Husband, John 

Claim to fame: Volunteer with 

Capuchin Soup Kitchen 

working with children in art 

therapy 

See story on page 4A 

PHONE: (313) 882-6900 • FAX: (313) 882-1585 • MAIL: 96 Kercheval 48236 • ON THE WEB: grossepointenews.com • E-MAILeditor@grossepointenews.com 

i ARE YOUR TAXES TOO LOW? 
Approve demolition of 

historic Central Library and 
spending 50 jaafckmeiWe can have 

k l Conference Rooms, Coffee Bar etc. 
/ at a probable cost of $250 - $375 per 

household, every year for 25 years. 

Think and make your voice heard! 

Can't Find It? We Got It! 

21912 Harper at 8'A Mile, St. Clair Shores 
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Yesterday's headlines 

Some coffee with your vote? 
•Many parents responded to the invitation to attend an Open House at Mason School on Election Day. As early as 8:30 a.m., a group 
o 
^had gathered in the library for a cup of coffee and a friendly chat with neighbors after they had voted. (From the March 14,1957, 
^Grosse Pointe News.) 

Ca8IB)eJffEDflBftlHS^SaBaMffl!KS£ _. T. 

^ CALL NOW! 

f YARD MASTERS 
• | Landscape LLC 
1 586-758-7769 
vl We Do Everything! 
9 WE TRY TO BEAT ANY ESTIMATE BY 10% 

• - \ s p e c f 3 f Laum Service: 4 FREE WEEKS £ FREE COREAERTlOrl WITH FERTILIZATION \ 
,-^Jĵ a- when you signup for both 
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DON'T MOVE, JUST IMPROVE! 
• Family Rooms • Bedrooms • Dormers 
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<*£minq ̂ fehe <£Pointes fyt (mm SO yeaw. 

50 years ago this week 

• FARMS JOINS CITY, 
SHORES: On the heels of ordi­
nances passed by the City of 
Grosse Pointe and Grosse 
Pointe Shores, the Farms city 
council adopted an ordinance 
to provide for the control and 
eradication of Dutch Elm 
Disease. 

The ordinance requires all 
persons, firms and corpora­
tions that own or control an 
elm tree within the Farms city 
limits to spray the trees twice 
each year. 

The first spray is to be ap­
plied in early spring, and the 
second in mid-summer. 

• SCHOOL ROBBERY 
MYSTERY SOLVED: Three 
high school teenagers were ar­
rested and charged with a rob-
bery at Grosse Pointe High 
School. 

The youths admitted break­
ing into a locker at the school 
at 6:30 p.m. in November. They 
took a portable radio that was 
later sold to a business owner 
on Kercheval. Although one of 
the suspects is of age to be 
tried as an adult, all three' will 
be tried in juvenile court. 

• DETROITER LINKED TO 

11 POINTE ROBBERIES: The 
arrest of a 19-year-old Detroit 
woman have police believing 
they are on the verge of solving 
11 home invasions in Grosse 
Pointe Park that have occurred 
over the last three weeks. 

Police captured the woman 
after she called police and was 
kept on the line long enough 
for police to trace the call. 
Police do not know what 
prompted the woman to call, 
but said she admitted to her in­
volvement,in the robberies 
during the course of her con­
versation with police. 

25 years ago this week 

• GOVERNMENT RED 
TAPE DELAYS HOSPITAL 
PROJECTS: Three projects 
proposed by Bon Secours and 
Cottage hospitals have been 
further delayed by bureaucrat­
ic red tape. 

The projects call for the pur­
chase of a fall body Computed 
Axial Temographic (CAT) 
scanner to be located at Bon 
Secours, the consolidation of 
obstetric and newborn, services 
at Bon Secours, and the con-, 
struction of a $3.5 million park­
ing deck on Muir in Grosse 

Pointe Farms across the street 
from Cottage Hospital. 

• WOODS LOOKS INSIDE 
TO FIND NEW PUBLIC 
SAFETY DIRECTOR: The 
Grosse Pointe Woods city 
council ended its five-month 
search for a new director of 
public safety by hiring 
Executive Lt. Jack Patterson. 
He has been acting public safe­
ty director since the resigna­
tion of John Dankel last 
November. 

The council had whittled the 
list of candidates to five before 
making the decision. The 
council did interview candi­
dates from outside the district, 
but decided on Patterson be­
cause he had proven himself 
capable of doing the job. 

• HOMEOWNERS FLOOD 
REVIEW BOARDS: Record 
numbers of homeowners lined 
up in municipal offices to ap­
peal their property tax assess­
ments mailed out this month. 

The assessments, which re­
flected average increases of 9 
.to 13 percent in the Grosse 
Pointes, were appealed at five 
local review boards. 

Board members were forced 
to put in 14-hour days to hear 
the appeals. One explanation 
for the heightened interest in 
the tax assessments is the fact 
that cities mailed out notices of 
assessment changes to each 
household, an exercise they 
don't go through unless they 
are planning to re-assess all 
property in the community. 

10 years ago this week 

• NEW COURT COMPUT­
ER SYSTEM COMING TO 
POINTES: Officials from 
Grosse Pointe Farms, Shores, 
Park and the City approved the 
purchase of a new computer 
system to handle data for each 
community's municipal court 
system. 

The computer system will al­
low the four communities to 
share data and information on 
criminal records and court 
dates. 

The Woods council opted out 
of the purchase because offi­
cials said their system is more 
sophisticated than other Pointe 
communities. 

• SCHOOL TECH PRO­
GRAM UPGRADE NEARING 
COMPLETION: A five-year, 
$12 million project to equip the 
Grosse Pointe Public School 
System's classrooms with 
computers is nearing comple­
tion of its first phase: the ele­
mentary school level. 

The program, funded by a 
voter-approved millage, is de­
signed to equip every district 
school classroom with comput­
ers and network the entire dis­
trict. 

Each classroom will have 
five computers, a TV-VCR, a 
CD-ROM and printer. Teacher 
training will also be completed 
in the near future. 

• PARK CITY HALL EAR­
MARKED FOR UPGRADE: 
Improvements to Grosse 
Pointe Park's city hall will take 
the lion's share of the city's 
Community Development 
Block Grant funds for 1997. 

The Park city council ap­
proved using $82,480 of the 
grant's $110,000 allocated to 
the city through the program 
for the project. The funds will 
be used to upgrade, the facili­
ty's handicap access routes. 

5 years ago this week 

• HEAVY WINDS WREAK 
DAMAGE: Sixty mph winds 
toppled the south wall under 
construction for a second-story 
addition at Young Clothes & 
Furniture and downed trees 
and utility poles throughout 
the Pointes. 

The cinder block wall 
crashed through the roof of the 
business, which resulted in mi­
nor injuries to two customers. 
Police said the new construc­
tion was within code guide­
lines. 

Winds left 3,500 homes in 
the Pointes and Harper Woods 
without power. 

• HUNT CLUB ARSON 
SUSPECT IN COURT: 
Prosecutors in the Grosse 
Pointe Hunt Club arson case 
will have to prove the defen­
dant intended to burn down 
the club's barn in 2001, not 
simply that his actions led to 
the fire. 

The decision, made by 
Wayne County Circuit Court 
Judge Patricia Fessard, raises 
the burden of proof against 
Stephen Richard Fennell, the 
23-year-old Grosse Pointe 
Woods landscape foreman 
charged in the fire. 

Fennel has been charged 
with arson and 19 counts of 
willful and malicious destruc­
tion of an animal. 

Wayne County prosecutors 
plan to appeal the ruling. 

—By John Lundberg 

WEEK 
AHEAD: 
THURSDAY, MARCH 22 

Continued from page 1A 

um. It is sponsored by the 
Friends of the Grosse Pointe 
Library and University of 
Michigan Department of 
English. The cost is $10. 
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NEWS 

Realtor: Where does the pop-up tax go: 9 
ByJohnMinnis 
Editor 

Home buyers know that 
when they purchase a house, 
their taxes will be much higher 
— perhaps double — what the 
seller is paying. Many people 
ask, '"Where does the money 
go?" 

That question is being asked 
and' answered by Grosse 
Pointe Realtor Michael LeVan, 
government affairs chairman 
for the Grosse Pointe Board of 
Realtors and member of the 
Michigan Association of 
Realtors Public Policy 
Committee. 

In a morning PowerPoint 
presentation last week hosted 
by the Grosse Pointe Chamber 
of Commerce in the Northern 
Trust building on the Hill in the 
Farms, LeVan told chamber 
members that the so-called 
pop-up tax paid by home pur­
chasers goes to the state school 
fund and to the neighbors who 
decided to stay in their homes 
rather than move. 

LeVan explained that the ap­
parent inequity among resi­
dential taxpayers came about 
through the Headlee 
Amendment and its interaction 
with Proposal A, the latter a 
constitutional amendment ap­
proved by voters in 1994. 

The Headlee Amendment 
limits a taxing body's maxi­
mum possible tax collections to 
the rate of inflation. Proposal A 
limits the increase of taxable 
values of properties not sold to 
the rate of inflation or 5 per­
cent, whichever is less. 

Since 1994, as long as resi­
dents remained in their homes, 
the rise in their taxable values 
has been limited to the inflation 
rate, which has been around 3 
percent since Proposal A was 
adopted. Consequently, long­
time homeowners enjoy a tax­
able value on their homes far 
lower than their assessed val­
ues, which should reflect 50 
percent of market value. 

However, when a buyer pur­
chases a home, the taxable val­
ue is reset to equal the assessed 
value (50 percent of the pur­
chase price). This results in a 
much higher tax bill for the 
new homeowner compared to 
the previous owner. In fact, the 
new homeowner pays much 

PHOTO BY JOHN MINNIS 

Grosse Pbinte Realtor Michael LeVan, government affairs chairman for the Grosse Pointe Board of Realtors and member of the 
Michigan Association of Realtors Public Policy Committee, discussed the so-called pop-up tax with members of the Grosse 
Pointe Chamber of Commerce last week at Northern Trust on the Hill in Grosse Pointe Farms. 

higher property taxes than all 
of his neighbors who have 
been in their homes for some 
time. 

LeVan, who purchased a 
home on Pemberton in the 
Park in 2000, uses his situation 
as an example. The previous 
owner paid $5,302 in taxes. 
LeVan's tax bill went up to 
$9,599 — a $4,297, 81 percent 
increase. 

The rub is that the city's 
overall income cannot rise 
more than the rate of inflation. 
To offset the increased taxes 
paid by recent home buyers, 
the city must roll back its tax 
rate. Since 2000 when LeVan 
purchase his home, the Park's 
tax rate has been reduced by 
almost a full millage point to 
offset rising taxable values 
due, in part, to homes being 
sold. 

In 2005, the total taxable val­
ue in the Park rose 3.7 percent 
and tax collections were limit­
ed to a 2.3 percent increase. 

More than half of the increased 
taxes was paid by 188 out of 
roughly 4,000 homeowners in 
the Park. While new home­
owners saw tax hikes of per­
haps 80 percent, as in LeVan's 
case five years earlier, existing 
homeowners saw their taxes 
rise by only 1 percent 

That is due to the Park hav­
ing to reduce its millage rate to 
offset windfall gains due to ris­
ing taxable property values. 
The state schools millage rate, 
however, is not subject to 
Proposal A or the Headlee 
Amendment; so the school 
fund does enjoy increased tax 
revenue due to home sales. 

This is why LeVan said, 
"Where does the pop-up tax 
go? It goes to schools and 
neighbors." 

Why is the pop-up tax a 
problem? LeVan said it hurts 
first-time home buyers, exist­
ing homeowners who want to 
move up and empty-nesters 
who want a smaller home. He 

said the pop-up tax also re­
duces a buyer's purchasing 
power. 

He cited an example where a 
qualifier of a $267,000 mort­
gage before the pop-up tax is 
considered would only qualify 
for a $217,000 loan after the 
pop-up tax is taken into consid­
eration. Consequently, the sell­
er must be willing to take 
$50,000 less or the buyer must 
look for less home. 

Further, LeVan said, the pop­
up tax destabilizes established 
communities, encourages ur­
ban sprawl to less-developed 
areas, unfairly shifts the tax 
burden to younger families, 
harms Michigan's economy 
and increases the foreclosure 
rate. 

Home turnover has many 
benefits, LeVan said, including 
increased transfer taxes and 
transaction fees and more in­
come for home-related busi­
nesses, such as movers, 
painters, remodelers, home 

furnishers and landscapers. 
LeVan said Michigan voters 

approved Proposal A in 1994 in 
order to save on property tax­
es, but that is no longer the 
case. 

First, he reminded chamber 
members that the Michigan 
sales tax was increased 50 per­
cent from 4 percent to 6 per­
cent, which state consumers 
have been paying ever since. 
Second, he pointed out that the 
total property tax bill on a 
Pemberton home in 1995 was 
$5,713. It dropped to $3,713 in 
1996 due to Proposal A. But in 
2005, that home paid $6,132 in 
property taxes, even though 
the home has not changed 
hands since Proposal A was 
adopted. 

LeVan said there are several 
bills being discussed in 
Lansing to deal with the pop­
up tax dilemma, including an 
18-month moratorium on as­
sessing the pop-up tax to 
homes purchased during that 

time. State Rep. Ed Gaffhey, R-
Grosse Pointe Farms, proposes 
no pop-up taxes for moves 
within the Pointes or for senioir 
citizens. Another bill proposes 
phasing out Proposal As tax­
able value limits over three 
years. ; 

However, the moratorium is 
only a temporary measure, 
LeVan said, and Gaffhey's bill 
does -not encourage movement 
into the Pointes. The rapid in­
crease in taxes due to a phase 
out of taxable .value cap would 
not be politically appealing to 
lawmakers. 

LeVan and the state Realtors 
association are proposing aver­
aging the pop-up taxes in­
curred by all home purchasers 
in order to soften the blow to 
individual home buyers. ! 

In effect, the Realtors' plan 
would take the taxable value of 
all homes sold within a year 
and divide it by the assessed 
value of all the homes sold to 
come up with a community ra*-
tio. In the Park in 2006, such a 
ratio would have been 70.817 
percent, according to LeVan's 
numbers. That ratio would 
then be multiplied toward new 
homeowners' assessed values 
to determine their new taxable 
values. From that point on, 
their taxable values would be 
limited under Proposal A to the 
rate of inflation or 5 percent, 
whichever is less. 

A provision would need to be 
made to accommodate the 
state school fund, LeVan said, 
which would no longer receivb 
increased revenue due to thfe 
pop-up tax. j 

Former state Rep. Andrew 
Richner, R-Grosse Pointe Park, 
who attended LeVan's presen­
tation, was pessimistic toward 
the likelihood of Lansing doing 
anything to reduce the nega­
tive impact of Proposal As pop­
up tax. * 

"It would most likely take a 
constitutional amendment,",he 
said, adding that it would hayfe 
to be a referendum initiated by 
the people. ! 

LeVan also acknowledged 
the difficulty of convincing law­
makers that something muit 
be done. ! 

"This isn't something yo î 
can explain in a 30-seconji 
commercial," he said. "This is k 
complicated problem." ' 

GROSSE POINTE SHORES 

Harbor renovation approved by DEQ 
By John Lundberg 
StaffWriter 

The harbor at Osius Park in 
Grosse .Pointe Shores should 
be made shipshape by the 
spring of 2008 now that the 
Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality has ap­
proved the harbor renovation 
application. 

Last week's approval from 
the D^D was the last obstacle 
Shores|§frIcials needed to clear 
beforei proceeding with the 
$3.1 million renovation, said 
Karl m%tz, village trustee and 
liaisbr|to the parks and harbor 
committee,. 

. tTbj§ieve the greatest reason 
that mis application went 
through is the 'open door' (phi­
losophy) we had with the com­
mittee meetings," Kratz said. 
"We considered all ideas, 

"This (plan) represents two 
to three years of conversations 
so it was no surprise what we 
put on paper." 

Kratz added that more infor­
mation regarding the renova­
tion will be forthcoming in the 
near future. 

Last December, the Shores 
received the tentative approval 
from the Army Corps of 
Engineers to proceed with the 
project. Mike Kenyon, village 
manager, said that the Army 
Corps wants assurances that 
the project will not impact the 
accretion area north of the har­
bor. 

"It won't affect the area one 
way or the other," he said. , 

Regulators are charged with 
ensuring proposed construc­
tion won't harm the environ­
ment or contribute to problems 
that may already exist in the 
area. 

Last month, the DEQ held a 

"I believe the greatest reason that this 
application went through is the 'open door' 
(philosophy) we had with the committee 
meetings. We considered all ideas." 
Village Trustee Karl Kratz 

public hearing regarding the 
project. The agency heard both 
objections to the proposal and 
from those who voiced their 
support. 

One of the chief concerns 
was that the renovation was 
not doing enough to stunt the 
accretion area north of the har­
bor. The present plan calls for 
two 36-inch wide flow-
throughs to allow currents and 
sediment to pass through the 
northern breakwall into the in­
ner harbor. 

Accretion is the buildup of 
sediment and other organic 
matter. It is also the home to an 
invasive species of dense bam­
boo-like high grass known as 
phragmites. 

The accretion problem has 
been sourced by residents to 
the decision of Grosse Pointe 
Shores to transform its harbor 
structure to a closed harbor in 
the late 1960s. The modifica­
tion disrupted the natural 
shoreline currents, which re­
sulted in the buildup, they say. 

Jeremy Richardson, district 
representative for the Land 
and Water Management 
Division for the DEQ, was un­
available to confirm whether 
residents opposing the renova­
tion could appeal the agency's 
decision. But according to 
DEQ literature made available 
at the public hearing, the 
agency does have an appeals 
process for the permitting deci­

sion. 
John Booth of the Neighbors 

Concerned about the Lake 
Front organization, could not 
be reached by press time about 
whether his group plans an ap­
peal. Booth was one of several 
residents who raised objec­
tions over the harbor renova­
tion at the public hearing. 

Kratz said the next step is to 
finalize the dimensions of the 
renovation and to prepare a 
revenue bond to fund the pro­

ject. Kratz hopes the bond is­
sue will be ready to be present­
ed by July and, if that occurs, 
construction will begin at the 
conclusion of this year's boat­
ing season. 

"We're looking to be ready 
by next April," he said. We're 
very pleased and very appre­
ciative (of the DEQ's) ap­
proval." 

Jim Cooke, Shores park and 
recreation director, said that 
some well sizes will be altered 
to accommodate larger ves­
sels. He added that the Shores 
is "leaning" toward replacing 
the existing docks in the outer 
harbor with floating docks. 

Under the plan, the number 
of wells, now a total of 205, will 
likely decrease to 177, but 
Cooke said that will not have a 
negative affect on the harbor. 

The Eas ts ide ' s Newes t , Cleanes t , Modern 

Doggy Day Care Center 
Daily/Weekly and Extended Boarding 

Obedience Training • Daily Tours 

Bring in your 

Pet for * 
PICTURES WITH THE EASTER BUNNY 
Sunday, April 1st, Noon • 4:00 p.m. ($10®) 

www.americanpetsinn.com 

586-778-00001 23000 Industrial Drive East 
St Clair Shores 

"The (outer harbor) will be "Our main focus is on the 
completely reconfigured," further east harbor. We will 
Cooke said. "The footprint will (create) new docks with a neijv 
remain the same. alignment." J 

Extraordinary in evertf-facet* 

Ladies princess cut and round brilliant cut 
diamond ring in 18k white gold. 

,j#iC 
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edmund t. AHEE jewelers 
20139 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236 

800-987-AHEE 4 313-886-4600 
www.ahee.com 

http://www.americanpetsinn.com
http://www.ahee.com
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ITER OF INTEREST 

Guinn retired from her job as an art instructor she 
back to the community Not wantingto reinvent herself, 
children's art therapy program to use her honed skills. 

oring emotions through art 
By John Lundberg 
StaffWriter 

The year was 2003 and 
Catherine Guinn was looking 
for a new challenge. She had 
just retired from her teaching 
position at Academy of Sacred 
Heart High School in 
Bloomfield Hills where she 
was an art instructor. Now she 
was looking to give back to the 
art community. 

After exploring a couple vol­
unteering opportunities, she 
discovered a recently 
launched program teaching 
art to Detroit children through 
the Children and Youth pro­
gram at the Rosa Parks 
Children's Art Studio and 
Library, which is part of the 
Capuchin Soup Kitchen net­
work. 

She hasn't looked back. 
"The Capuchin monks' phi­

losophy is to provide enhance­
ment to the community (it 
serves)," Guinn said. "This af­
ter school program, called 
Mayor's Time, is an attempt to 
reduce the number of prob­
lems for children between the 
end of school and the 
evening." 

Guinn, of the City of Grosse 
Pointe, assists with teaching 
art therapy, the brainchild of 
Nancyann Turner, an Adrian 

Dominican sister, registered 
art therapist and certified 
teacher. Turner's mission was 
to give students an outlook 
within themselves in a con­
structive and creative way 
through social activities and 
art expression. 

"This program was just a 
good fit for me," Guinn said. "I 
love to get my hands into the 
soup. Teaching gets you in­
volved with every aspect of 
art." 

The art therapy class Guinn 
assists is not of the traditional 
sort. Where one dynamic of art 
therapy is diagnostic, this pro­
gram is designed to help chil­
dren explore their emotions 
through their art. It also helps 
participants enhance their 
communication skills, improve 
self knowledge, own and pos­
sess their feelings and in­
crease self-confidence. 

"This program is designed 
for (participants) to work with 
colors and (exploring) what 
(those colors) mean to the chil­
dren," Guinn said. 

The facility was dedicated in 
1999. It includes a studio/work 
area, a library resource center 
and a large exhibit area to 
showcase the creative works 
of the participants. 

"Some of these children get 
so excited when they are al­
lowed to take books home 
with them," Guinn said. 'As a 
volunteer, I do not tell them 
what to do. My job is to help 
them, talk to them." 

In addition to the creative 
classes and library, the facility 
offers a year-round menu of 
activities, including: 

• A Peace Education pro­
gram to strengthen children's 
skills in handling conflicts. 

• A garden club offered 
from April through October 
where children plant, weed, 
water and harvest vegetables 
and flowers. 

• Weekly music sessions 
during the summer that help 
children appreciate the music 
of their culture and prepare 
them to sing for special occa­
sions. 

• A summer camp where 
children engage in prayer, mu-

i i 

A painting of a slate rock formation. 

sic, art, dance and exercise, 
martial arts, conflict resolu­
tion, poetry and gardening. 

"Sister Nancyann deserves 
all the credit by setting this 
program up," Guinn said. "She 
fosters an atmosphere of trust 
and assumes the volunteers 
are capable of working with 
each situation as it comes up. 

"The kids feel that it is a safe 
place for them to go. They love 
the (art) room and it is a pleas­
ant, safe atmosphere." 

Guinn is an artist in her own 
right. Her home is decorated 
with several of her pieces. She 
and her husband, John, will 
celebrate their 36th wedding 
anniversary and both come 
from backgrounds dedicated 
to the arts. 

"John has always been very 
supportive of me and my 
work," Guinn said. "We have 
found ways (when juggling 
schedules) to make the best 

use of time." . j t 
Besides her stint at Sacred 

Heart, Guinn spent 10 years' 
teaching studio art and art his­
tory at Marygrove College. 
She was also the director of 
the Mount Clemens Art Center 
for three years — a job that in­
troduced her to another ele^. 
ment of the field. , j •$% 

"I learned a lot about 
fundraising, programming 
and giving lectures to commu­
nity groups," she said. 

But it is the hands-on experi­
ence at the center that Guinn 
thrives on. It is an extensibn of 
what she had done for decades 
in the teaching profession! 

"Sister Nancyann and, the 
volunteers are very realistic of 
what is going on in these jchil-
dren's lives," Guinn said. "It is 
an interesting group of volun­
teers. They all come witia di­
verse backgrounds. 

"The mood is very upbeat." 

PHOTOS BY JOHN UJNDBERG 

An Alaskan cedar tree which hangs in Catherine Guinn's home. 

We Make Feet Happy! 
(knees, hips and back, too!) 
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Michiganders are asked to 'show your heart' 
An organ donor campaign 

launched by the state of 
Michigan is asking residents to 
"show your heart" by adding 
their names to the donor reg­
istry. To recognize the resi­
dent's wishes, a heart shaped 
sticker will be placed on the 
front of the potential donor's 
driver license or state ID card to 
alert law enforcement, emer­

gency responders and hospital 
personnel of the choice. No fur­
ther consent is required once a 
person is enrolled on the reg­
istry, according to state law. 

The Michigan Organ Donor 
Registry is a confidential data­
base of residents wishing to be 
organ donors and is main­
tained by the Department of 
State. Residents can register 

LAMIA&^MIA 
S A L O N / \ D Ot + i h ^ 

online at Michigan.gov/sos;dr 
any Secretary of State bfan^fi 
office. ' " I ''" 

Residents who have previ­
ously enrolled in the donor pn> 
gram are asked to re-enroll to 
ensure their donor registration 
is current and that the^ liece|ve 
the heart sticker. The c$aipaign 
was launched at the urging of 
Gift of life. 

For more information, visit 
giftoflifemichigan.org. | 

"Custom ard a^r-fecounter ^h^ipports 

s t e i n a! 
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'e jour gait 

St. Clair Shores 
i i w i A k •#% 2 1 5 2 8 Harper Ave. (At 8'/* Mile) 
UTIONS 586 552.3668 

MorvFri. 10-6; Sat. 10-4 
Visit us at: footsolutions.com/stclair 

SALE 

3 I 3 884 I 71 0 
19653 Mack Avenue 
Grosse Pointe Woods 
www iarnja-lamia.com 

HAIR CARE / SKIN CARE 
N A I L CARE / BODY CARE 

Hair • John Lamia / Skin Care - Vera Ma?ak 

Grosse fbinte N&ws 
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Published every Thursday 
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96 Kercheval Avenue 

Grosse Pointe, Ml 48236 
PHONE: (313)881-6^00 
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NEWS 

Area police take the plunge for their 'heroe 
By John Lundberg 
StaffWHter 

It only took a short conversa­
tion and Lt. Rob Hunter was 
hooked. 

During a snowshoe race at 
the Special Olympics Winter 
Games in 2005, he witnessed 
one teenage competitor stum­
ble and fall in the middle of the 
race. But instead of packing it 
in, the athlete got up and, with 
new vigor, came from behind 
and won the race. 

Following the contest, 
Hunter, a lieutenant with the 
Harper Woods police depart­
ment, approached the youth 
and asked him where he found 
the extra lift to break the tape. 

The youth began crying. 
After the teenager regained 

his composure, he explained 
himself. It turned out that his 
pen pal, a U.S. soldier in Iraq, 
had recently been killed in 
combat. The teenager heard 
about the death only a week 
before the games. 

He told Hunter that when he 
stumbled and fell, he looked up 
and saw his pen pal in full uni­
form standing at the finish line 
urging him to get up and finish. 

"It's a story that will always 
leave a lump in my throat," 
Hunter said. "These are God's 
children. You can't imagine 
what it's like when something 
like that happens. 

"They're our heroes." 
To that end, the Fraternal 

Order of Police Lodge 102, a 
non-profit organization that 
represents some 200 public 
safety officers from the Grosse 
Pointes and Harper Woods, 
took the plunge at the Special 
Olympics Law Enforcement 
Torch Run "Polar Plunge" 
event at the Detroit Rowing 
Club on Belle Isle March 10. 
Personnel from the order glad­
ly jumped into the frigid waters 
of the Detroit River. All dona-
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PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT 

Grosse Pointe Woods resident Daniel Paterek, above, took a plunge into the icy Detroit River at 
the Detroit Rowing Club on Belle Isle March 10 to raise funds and awareness for Special 
Olympics Michigan at the annual Law Enforcement Torch Run. This is Paterek before the 
plunge. 

tions went directly to the 
Special Olympics. 

Hunter and Daniel Pullen, 
Grosse Pointe Shores police 
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This is Paterek after the plunge. 

sergeant, took the lead recruit­
ing members from the lodge 
for the event. 

Their regular involvement 
with the Special Olympics 
Michigan serves as a "hum­
bling" inspiration. 

"These (Olympians) are bet­
ter athletes than most of us," 
Pullen said. "I once played in 
goal once at a soccer event and 
I was afraid. 

"These are athletes!" 
Lodge 102 is the only order 

in Michigan to work at the 
Olympic Winter Games. This 
year's games, held Jan. 30 to 
Feb. 2, were a huge success. 

Law enforcement from all 
over the state regularly volun­
teer, but because the Special 
Olympics Michigan host 
events year-round, the volun­
teers are spread a little thin. 

"There is so much happen­
ing behind the scenes (at the 

games)" Hunter said. "Events 
like these help people see that 
we're (police officers) are not 
robots." 

The lodge is currently seek­
ing approval for a "Revenue 
Dunk Tank" for officers to pe 
dunked at the annual fife-
works display at Parpells 
Middle School this summer. 
Events like this invite residents 
to get to know officers/ in a 
more informal way. . [. 

"The big thing about (these 
events) is having fun," Pullen 
said. "This is not aboutus. We 
are completely humbled.by the 
athletes." 

Speaking of fun, one of the 
most popular attractions at the 
events is when lodge members 
get in front of the thousands of 
fans and dance to the Village 
People's "YMCA." Pullen said 
they have held up the event's 
schedule to fit in the dance. 
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Join us for our Grand Opening. 
Rates available only at 18411 Mack Ave. location. 

13-MONTH CD 

When your doctor recommends 
physical therapy, please choose 

UZNIS PHYSICAL THEEA||f 
18101 East Warren Avenue |^ 

near 7 Mile and Mack | 
313-881-5678 www.uznispt.edm 
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Your appointment can foe scheduled within 24 to 48 hours. 
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Includes a .10% APY Grand Opening Bonus 
Grand Opening Bonus good at 18411 Mack Ave. through 3/31/07. 

you just know 
you wanna go! 

AAA One-Week Vacation Sale! March 19-24* 
Enjoy special incentives and bonus amenities on select vacation packages. 
• Special Cruise Offers: Shipboard credit up to $150, cabin upgrades or special amenities. . 
• Disney Vacations: Save up to 20% off the room portion of your package. \ 
• Other Vacations: Up to $100 voucher toward optional excursions, special discounts & more! 

• PLUS - Free portable DVD player! 
Book your next tour or cruise during 
our Vacation Sale and receive a FREE 
portable DVD player.** 

For details and reservations, contact your local AAA office! 

^Annual Percentage Yield (APY).is accurate as of 2/27/07. Customers without a "Loyalty Checking Account" wifl receive the Valued 
Customer Grand Opening CD rate of 5.20% APY on the 13-month CD. "Loyalty Checking Account" rate offer cannot be combined with 
coupons or other special offers. Minimum opening balance is $500 and the maximum deposit is $100,000. Rates are available oniy on 
new CDs opened with money not currently on deposit at Flagstar Bank. Penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal. Account fees 
could reduce earnings. Not available for public units. Other restrictions may apply. "'Customer must maintain an open and active 
checking account at Flagstar Bank with at least one automatic, recurring transaction monthly. Grand Opening offer subject to change 
without notice. 

AAA/Grosse Pointe-19299 Mack Ave. • 313-343-6000 
pS7 
ACCELERATING U. 
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Offers apply to select departures and may be withdrawn or changed without notice. "Days of operation vary by are* Please 
contact MATravel for details. "Vacation package must be through one of A M Travels preferred tour Or cruise partners aMi must 
value at least $3,000, excluding airfare. Limited to one per household. You must be a member of A M at the time of purchasing 
your new vacation package to receive the DVD player. Restrictions apply. Offer subject to change or withdrawal without nqtice. 
DVD player may be different from photo. 

http://www.uznispt.edm
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Democratic Club elects board 
The Grosse Pointe Democratic Club* elected its new executive board of directors at its February general membership meeting. 

Serving on the Board for 2007, from left, are Larry MacDonald; Frank Romano; Carol Romano; Joe Forcillo; Harry Kalogerakos, past 

president; Gary Bresnehan, president; Laurie Arora, vice president; County Commissioner Tim Killeen; Doug Barnes; C. J. Harrison; 

Maryann McGuire; and Tim Guthat. Not pictured are Carol Bendure, Dellashon Di Cresce, Ann Eatherly, David Greenspan, Paula 

Guthat, Shikha Hamilton, Matt Millikin, Blair Moody, Brian Moody, Hugh Moore, Dick Olson and Pat Verb. 

G.P. WOODS 

Planners: 
Size 
matters 
By Bob St. John 
StaffWriter 

. Gohesiveness is the > theme. 
Grosse Pointe Woods planning 
commission members and 
building department officials 
are aiming for when making 
zoning ordinance changes. 

The idea is keeping accesso­
ry buildings, including garages 
and sheds, consistent with lot 
size. Other examples of acces­
sory buildings are carports, 
gazebos, pool houses and stor­
age buildings. 

"We're making sure accesso­
ry buildings have requirements 
in relation to lot sizes through­
out the neighborhoods in 
Grosse Pointe Woods," said 
City Attorney Chip 
Berschback. "We don't want to 
see someone build an enor­
mous garage on a small lot, 
which is an example of what 
this ordinance change would 
eliminate. 

"If a resident has a large lot, 
then the size of an accessory 
building can be larger." 

These requirements were 
given an initial reading during 
the March 5 city council meet­
ing. The final reading and pos­
sible approval is set for April 2. 

"The idea of changes to the 
zoning ordinances will make 
things more cohesive concern­
ing any new construction," 
said Planning Commission 
member John Vrtale. 

Some general requirements 
the zoning ordinance will des­
ignate are: 

• No accessory building 
shall be located in whole or in 
part on or over an easement for 
utilities, drainage, access, com­
munications, or related pur­
poses. 

• No accessory building 
shall be permitted unless the 
principal building has been 
previously erected or is being 
erected simultaneously. 

• When erected as an inte­
gral part of the permitted prin­
cipal building, a structure shall 
comply ift all respects with the 
requirements of this ordinance 
applicable to the permitted 
principal building. 

• The architectural charac­
ter, design and the construc­
tion materials of all accessory 
buildings shall be compatible 
with the architectural charac­
ter of the principal building. 

• In the residentiary zoned 
districts, accessory buildings 
are only permitted in rear 
yards. 

• Accessory buildings shall 
not be used for temporary or 
permanent dwelling, lodging 
or sleeping. 

CITY OF GROSSE POINTE 

Council approves sewer grant 
The state of Michigan has a 

grant program for communi­
ties that are assertive in main­
taining their sanitary sewer 
systems. 

The S-2 grant allows com­
munities to acquire hundreds 
of thousands of dollars in grant 
monies to inspect and clean its 
sanitary sewer lines, of which 
the communities are responsi­
ble for 10 percent of the overall 
costs. Furthermore, once the 
system has been checked and 
problems are found, munici­

palities can borrow money 
from the state to repair the 
lines at interest rates less than 
2 percent. 

Last fall, the Grosse Pointe 
Farms city council and Grosse 
Pointe Shores board of trustees 
approved taking advantage of 
the grant to begin inspecting 
and cleaning its system. The 
City of Grosse Pointe followed 
suit at its Feb. 26 council meet­
ing. 

The council approved 
$733,545 in engineering fees to 

televise and clean its sanitary 
lines. A camera is inserted into 
the line that provides images of 
its condition. Of that, the city is 
responsible for $73,445 of the 
costs. Billing is handled by in­
voicing the state as work con­
tinues. 

Funds are only available to 
service sanitary sewer lines. 
Several years ago, Pointe com­
munities separated its sewer 
system into sanitary and storm 
water lines. 

—By John Lundberg 

Logan to address 
Republican club 

Samuel Logan, publisher of 
the Michigan Chronicle, will ad­
dress the Eastside Republican 
Club at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 20, at the Grosse Pointe 
War Memorial, 32 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms. 

Logan will discuss what's 
happening in Detroit, the out­
look for the city, and offer his 
perspective on the Republican 
Party. Following his presenta­
tion, Logan will answer ques­
tions from the audience. 
Admission is free and the public 
is welcome. 

"Sam Logan tells it as it is, 
straight to the point," said re­
publican club vice chairman 

Thomas R. McCleary, Jr. 
Logan's business interests in­

clude an ownership interest in 
the publishing company that 
produces Michigan FrontPage, 
Chicago Defender, New 
Pittsburgh Courier, Memphis 
Tri-State Defender and the 
Michigan Chronicle. 

He is a graduate of the 
University of Detroit, a lifetime 
member of the NAACR and a 
member of the Detroit Urban 
League. He serves on the 
boards of the Michigan 
Historical Commission, New 
Detroit, Detroit Historical 
Society, and the Detroit 
Chamber of Commerce. 
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fancy color diamonds, jewelry or £ 
receive the highest possible value arid immediate cast 

CALL us AT 1-800-475-8898 FOR JOSEPH DuMQUCHl 
A CONFIDENTIAL APPOINTMENT. 
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17 KERCH EVA L, GROSSE P O I N T E FARMS, Ml 48236 
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CLEARANCE! 
CLEARANCE! 
CLEARANCE! 
CLEARANCE! 

SCHUMMER'S 
SKI SHOP 

20778 Mack Ave., Grosse 
Pointe Woods. 313.881.4364 

Rcstvlc • Relining &-

Monogramming 

Fur Care * Cleaning • 

Cold Storage 

19261 Mack Ave. meari.loro' 
Grcsse Points Woods 

(313)886-771 

Insurance? 
11 s • bout people, 

nut things. 

If s :il>out security. 
It's about 

t oafidence. 

I t's about 
relationships. 

l l s? about trust . 

It 's about you! 

local independent agent, we can design an insurance program that's just right 

)u and your family. Give the people you love Safe.Sound-Secure.® protection 

Auto-Owners Insurance Company. 

DAVIS-VANDENBOSSCHE 
INSURANCE AGENCY 

18400 East 9 Mile • Eastpointe 

586-775-1312 

LEIDECKER INSURANCE AGENCY 

586-777-9334 

AUTO HOME LIFE BUSINESS 
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