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THE GROSSE POINTES 
— After a Grosse Pointe 
Public School System 

Board of Education meet-
ing Monday, May 22, that 
lasted nine hours and fea-
tured some 79 public 
commenters, Trustee 
David Brumbaugh and 

Treasurer Sean Cotton 
agreed to meet with 
Superintendent Jon Dean 
to fi nd a compromise be-
tween their budget reso-
lutions.

“I know the students 
are coming back Sept. 5, 
and I see a couple path-
ways available,” Dean 
said. “One is a 4-3 vote on 
a budget we all saw com-

ing, because this board, 
like our community, is 
divided. We can only 
have one budget and I 
guarantee it won’t be 
David Brumbaugh’s.

“But we’re only about 
$800,000 apart and I 
think to be in a healthier 
place we need to land in 

Back to the budget drawing board

THE GROSSE POINTES 
— As small cities without 
dedicated fi re departments 
— with the exceptions of 
Grosse Pointe Farms and 
Harper Woods — the fi ve 
Pointes and Harper 
Woods have operated un-
der a mutual-aid agree-
ment since September 
2012, enabling multiple 
departments, and there-
fore more personnel, to re-
spond to fi res in each of 

the cities. 
Since its inception, the 

agreement has worked in 
terms of alarms equivalent 
to intensity of need. “First 
alarm” calls the depart-
ment in the city of origin, 
while that city then can 
call “second alarm” to 
bring in a second depart-
ment and “third alarm” to 
bring in a third. 

The Pointe departments 
already are known for 
impressive response 
times; however, a fire 
response automatic 

mutual-aid agreement — 
intended as an addendum 
to the original agreement 
— now will mean two 
additional departments 
automatically will respond 
as soon as a fi re is con-
fi rmed in any of the six cit-
ies. 

“In my three-plus 
decades here, we almost 
always need a minimum 
of three alarms on a work-
ing structure fi re,” Public 
Safety Director John 

Pointe’s mutual-aid 
efficiency updated
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — “If it was con-
tested, I don’t think it’d be 
happening,” Mayor Louis 
Theros said, before Farms 
city council reluctantly 
approved a singular poll-
ing location at the Pier 
Park community building 
for this November’s elec-
tion. 

With no need for a pri-
mary, the Farms will see 
the uncontested re-elec-
tion of Theros and coun-
cil members Joe Ricci, 
Neil Sroka and Lev Wood 
come Nov. 7. Paired with 

an estimated 10.68 per-
cent of registered voters 
expected to turn out, and 
assuming at least 50 per-
cent will vote absentee, 
the majority of council 
agreed during the May 
meeting the consolida-
tion would be acceptable 
under the specific cir-
cumstances. 

“The primary benefi t of 
this is logistically it makes 
the election a lot easier to 
manage,” City Clerk/
Assistant City Manager 
D e r r i c k  K o z i c k i 
explained.  

Park passes will not be 

Farms consolidates 
November precincts
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

BELLE ISLE — As a fi re-
fi ghting specialist with 
Farms public safety, 
Larry Stocking often is 
in a rush.

It was normal for him, 
then, to beeline it to 
Belle Isle last week to 
see a freighter grounded 
near Dossin Great 

Lakes Museum.
“Oh, yeah,” he said, 

standing a few feet from 
the island’s southern 
shore. “I’ve been a 
freighter-watcher my 
whole life.”

With the right kind of 
eyes or wrong kind of 
imagination, when the 
bow of the 639-foot 
freighter  Mark W. 
B a r k e r  g r o u n d e d 

Wednesday morning, 
May 17, on Belle Isle, it 
resembled the kid in “A 
Christmas Story,” who 
accepted a triple-dog 
dare to lick a frozen 
pole and couldn’t free 
his tongue.

“ T h t u c k ,  t h t u c k , 
thtuck,” he cried, the tip 
of this tongue affi xed. 
Words from the Barker’s 
helmsman are undocu-
mented, but it is certain 

Freighter grounded
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

PHOTO BY BRAD LINDBERG

The Mark W. Barker was grounded Wednesday, May 17, near Dossin Great 
Lakes Museum on Belle Isle.

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

The November election in the Farms will be held at 
the Pier Park community building at 350 Lakeshore. See AGROUND, page 2A

See VOTE, page 2A

See AID, page 3A

See BUDGET, page 8A
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something was said of 
the kind.

Electrical problems 
fouled steerage and 
forced the grounding at 
7:35 a.m. a few hundred 
yards upstream of the 
museum boardwalk and 
riverside viewing shel-
ter.

The location was for-
tunate. Farther down 
the Detroit River there 
are no natural banks on 
which to beach. If it 
h a p p e n e d  a  m i l e 
upstream where Lake 
St. Clair empties into 
the Detroit River, who 
knows  where  the 
freighter may have 
wound up.

“There’s a lot of cur-
rent in the Detroit 
River,”  said Roger 
LeLievre, editor and 
publisher of the Great 
Lakes boat-watching 
guide, “Know Your 
Ships.” “If you lose 
power, you start going 
backwards really fast. 
The bow is going to get 
swung one way or 
another by the current, 
so as soon as you get 
your bow someplace 
where you can drop the 
hook (anchor), you try 
to make the best of the 
situation.”

Grounding was an 
inglorious step for a 
freighter just getting its 
feet wet. The Barker 
launched last summer 
and is the fi rst such ves-
sel constructed in the 
United States in 40 
years.

Freighter groundings 

aren’t unusual.
“It’s more common 

than you might think,” 
LeLievre said. “With 
modern electronics, 
computer modules and 
what have you — you 
know how those things 
are. Mark Barker had 
the misfortune of depos-
iting itself right in front 
of a webcam.”

The Dossin River Live 
Cam recorded the inci-
dent backlit by the still-
rising sun and the 
racket of the starboard 
anchor paying out.

“A lot of rumbling 
happens when you drop 
an anchor,” LeLievre 
said. “I live right by an 
anchorage at the Soo 
and I hear that all the 
time.”

With help from the 
2,000-horsepower Great 
Lakes Towing Company 
tugboat Pennsylvania, 
the freighter slid back-
ward off the bottom at 
12:02 p.m. and drifted 
stern-first to a desig-
nated anchorage near 
Detroit Riverwalk Park 

for a few days’ damage 
assessment.

The anchorage is 
comparable to a parking 
lot.

“Boats wait there for a 
dock to open, they fuel 
boats in that anchorage 
and drop anchor there 
because where they’re 
going may have bad 
weather,” LeLievre said. 
“Sometimes salt-water 
ships going to Toledo 
anchor in the Detroit 
River because its shel-
tered ground. When 
there’s a good rain in 
the Toledo area, current 
running  f rom the 
Maumee River is impos-
sible to navigate. They 
have to wait it out for it 
to lessen.”

As the Barker drifted 
under the tug’s nudg-
ing, the oldest active 
freighter on the lakes, 
the Alpena, launched in 
1942 in the same Ecorse 
shipyard that built the 
Edmund Fitzgerald dur-
ing the late 1950s, gave 
it a wide berth heading 
downbound to Detroit.

AGROUND:
Continued from page 1A

PHOTO BY BRAD LINDBERG

Barker, free, hoisting starboard anchor and tug 
Pennsylvania helping.

required for entrance into 
Pier Park, 350 Lakeshore, 
on Election Day and vot-
ers will be invited to park 
at the inner lot directly 
outside the community 
building, which has 22 
regular parking spaces 
and two additional handi-
capped spaces.   

“We estimate that over 
a 13-hour day, we’re 
going to have 38 voters 
per hour,” Kozicki said. 
“It’s a short ballot, so that 
translates into a quick in-
and-out, so every 15 min-
utes, 10 voters voting.”

While  the plans 
appeased council con-
cerns over the possibility 
of asking voters to walk 
to the community build-
ing from the main park-
ing lot in winter, the 
majority still noted dis-
content with the risk of 
discouraging voting by 
switching up familiar 
locations and consolidat-
ing all precincts to a loca-
tion that isn’t central. 

“I have no problem 
approving this for this 
November,” Council
woman Beth Konrad 
Wilberding said. “I’m not 
in favor of doing this on a 
permanent basis at all.”

While the city hall cam-
pus was proposed as an 
alternative singular loca-
tion, Councilman Neil 
Sroka reported city 
administration informed 
him the space is too small 
to accommodate all the 
Farms precincts, parking 
would be more limited 
and voters likely would 
have to use the elevator 
or stairs to cast their bal-
lot on the second fl oor. 

With Councilman John 
Gillooly absent, Sroka 
was the sole vote against 
the proposal, stating he 
understood the reason-
able argument for it, but 

was voting as a matter of 
principle. 

“The idea of collapsing 
precincts for the city elec-
tions and primary elec-
tions, I don’t have a 
problem with,” he 
explained at the April 
council meeting, when 
the topic fi rst was pub-
licly broached. “I think it 
makes sense. There’s 
going to be low turnout 
and we can save some 
money by putting it in 
one space and just mak-
ing it easier for folks.

“… My concern is our 
parks are blessedly pri-
vate,” he then clarifi ed. 
“Only residents can go in 
there. Even if everyone in 
the community is able to 
get into the park on 
Election Day, whether 
they have a park pass or 
not, I think putting the 
polls behind a gate that 
requires people to show 
card entry is a bad mes-
sage.”

While voting at Pier 
Park only is approved for 
the singular upcoming 
election, time will tell 
where Farms voters may 
end up in future years. 

“This was somewhat of 
a learning curve too of 
how that site would be 
utilized as a joint pre-
cinct,” City Manager 
Shane Reeside noted, 
“so this was kind of an 
ideal election that fell in 
our lap that will be very 
magical in terms of han-
dling voters and this is 
only for this cycle, this 
November election for 
this year.

“Next year there (will 
be) changes in voting 
law,” he added. “We’re 
still waiting for some of 
those changes, how it 
will impact us. Early vot-
ing will be going into 
effect in 2024, and so we 
will be back before city 
council with recommen-
dations for a long-term 
set up for our precincts.”

VOTE:
Continued from page 1A

GROSSE POINTE 
SHORES — After increas-
ing its millage rate last year 
to cover a budget defi cit, 
city council at its meeting 
Tuesday, May 16, ap-
proved a budget with near-
ly $800,000 more in expen-
ditures for fi scal year 2023-
24 and lowered the millage 
rate.

“What happened was, 
the city collected more 
than it needed in taxes and 
so we had some reserves 
to offset spending,” said 
Dale Krajniak, former 
Grosse Pointe Park city 
manager who is now the 
Shores’ fi nancial director.

Total spending for the 
new fiscal year is 
$7,79,300, up from 
$6,999,600 in FY 2022-23. 
The city’s fund balance is 
estimated to be $2.75 mil-
lion come June 30, 2024. 

That’s 36 percent of bud-
get. The Government 
F i n a n c e  O f f i c e r s 
Association recommends 
municipalities should have 
a minimum 20 percent 
fund balance.

“That means we keep 
our AAA bond rating,” 
Mayor Ted Kedzierski 
said. “Standard & Poors 
will be happy if we have to 
go back to the well.”

The total millage rate for 
the coming year will be 
18.0201, down from 
18.7031 last year. A mill is 
equal to $1 in taxes for 
every $1,000 in taxable 
value on a home. The 
decrease comes from a 
drop in the general operat-
ing millage from 13.8 to 
13.6, and a reduction in the 
debt service millage from 
1.28 to 0.756.

Krajniak said one rea-
son the debt service mill-
age was reduced is 
because a $2.4 million gen-

eral refunding bond from 
2013 only has two pay-
ments left of $315,000 
each and will be retired in 
2025.

One mill in tax collec-
tion for the city equals 
$343,000 in revenue. 
That’s up from $324,000 in 
the current fiscal year, 
mainly due to higher home 
values and the rate of infl a-
tion.

“Council could have 
chosen to collect more but 
decided not to,” Krajniak 
said. “They could have 
increased collections 7.9 
percent because we’re not 
at the Headlee limit, but 
stayed at 5 percent.”

Under Michigan law, 
increases in taxable value 
are limited to 5 percent or 
the rate of infl ation, which-
ever is lower. This is the 
fi rst year since Proposal A 
passed in 1994 that the 5 

Shores budget in good shape
By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

See BUDGET, page 5A

CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — Settling in at 
16.8390 mills, residents 
in the City of Grosse 
Pointe will see a slight 
tax decrease of 0.0804 
mills heading into the 
new fiscal year begin-
ning July 1. 

“This is the fi rst year 
in a few years we have 
not had a Headlee roll-
back,” Finance Director 

Kim Kleinow said, “so 
the only reason the mill-
age went down is 
because the debt service 
millage could go down 
because of principal and 
interest payments.”

Managing a balanced 
budget amid quickly 
shrinking fi nances, city 
staff had to defer upcom-
ing planned projects and 
trim its capital improve-
ment expenditures to 
$216,000 for the coming 
fiscal year. The funds 
will go toward the pur-
chase of one public 
safety vehicle, resurfac-
ing six of the 10 Elworthy 

Field tennis courts — if 
pending private donor 
funding doesn’t come 
through — and replac-
ing the slate around the 
court building roof. 

“We started off the 
current fi scal year that 
we’re in right now with 
$1.3 million, but with 
what we’re spending the 
current year, proposed 
for next year, as well as 
the second year, we’ll 
have run out of money in 
year two,” Kleinow 
reported. “In ’24-’25, 
we’ll be $41,000 short, 

City cuts costs to balance budget
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

See CUTS, page 4A
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Hutchins told Farms 
counc i l  be fore  i t 
approved the updated 
agreement during its 
May  meet ing .  “… 
Everybody’s in agree-
ment that it’s going to 
get people and equip-
ment there more quickly. 
As we said over the 
years, fi res increase in 
size in just seconds and 
so it just makes sense.”

By putting fires out 
more quickly, Hutchins 
added, the goal is to incur 
less damage and lessen 
the risk of exposure to 
hazards for fi refi ghters. 

The new automatic 
response is as follows:

 ◆ for fi res in the City, 
the Farms and Park im-
mediately will respond;

 ◆ for fi res west of Kerby 
in the Farms, the City and 
Park immediately will re-
spond;

 ◆ for fi res east of Kerby 
in the Farms, the Shores 
and Woods immediately 
will respond;

 ◆ for fi res in the Park, 
the City and Farms imme-
diately will respond;

 ◆ for fi res in the Shores, 
the Farms and Woods im-
mediately will respond;

 ◆ for fires north of 
Lochmoor in the Woods, 
the Shores and Harper 
Woods immediately will 
respond;

 ◆ for fires south of 
Lochmoor in the Woods, 
the Farms and Harper 
Woods immediately will 
respond; 

 ◆ for fires north of 
Lochmoor in Harper 
Woods, the Shores and 
Woods immediately will 
respond;

 ◆ and for fi res south of 
Lochmoor in Harper 
Woods, the Farms and 
Woods immediately will 
respond. 

“It’s not changing what 
we currently send,” 
Hutchins clarified. “If 
there’s a Grosse Pointe 
or Grosse Pointe Park 
(fire) right now, we’re 
‘third alarm.’ We’re 
going to get called. Now 
we’re just going as soon 
as they confi rm it’s a fi re. 
So it’s not changing 
what we’re sending, it’s 
just sending it sooner.” 

As of press time, coun-
cils in the Farms, Park, 
Woods and Shores have 
approved the new adden-
dum.

The proposal will go 
before council in the City 
during its next meeting, 
Monday, June 12.

AID:
Continued from page 1A

The third annual Grosse 
Pointe News Best of the 
Best contest is here once 
again and this go around, 
there are 13 new and 
exciting categories.  

As always, this is the 
most enjoyable election of 
the year and a great way 
to support your favorite 
go-to destinations. Best of 
the Best is an easy, fun 
and free way to give a nod 
and a boost to your local 
favorite Grosse Pointe 
businesses.

This year’s 40 catego-
ries include new fresh 
options, such as best place 
for a date, best orthodon-
tist, best Italian food, best 
Mexican fare, best wed-
ding venue, best barber, 
best auction house and 
more.

These are just a few of 
the categories in which 
you can help crown a 
“Best of” champion. With 
only two weeks to vote, 
cast your vote now to 

ensure your favorites 
make the podium.

Votes may be cast using 
the ballot on page 11A or 
via a form on the Grosse 
Pointe News website, 
from Thursday, May 25, 
through Thursday, June 8. 
Visit grossepointenews.
com/best for details and to 
use the online voting 
form.

Paper ballots may be 
delivered in person or 
mailed to GPN Best of the 
Best, 16980 Kercheval 
Place, Grosse Pointe, MI 
48230.

Winners wil l  be 
announced in the July 20 
issue of the Grosse Pointe 
News. All votes must be 
received by 5 p.m. 
Thursday, June 8. Voters 
are limited to one vote per 
email address. 

For for information 
about the contest, email 
media@grossepointe
news.com or call (313) 
882-6900.

Cast your votes!

On your mark, get set, 
fi sh! The Grosse Pointe 
News’s fun yearly contest 
starts today, May 25, and 
runs until Thursday, June 
29. Each week, anglers 
have the chance to win 
cash prizes in several cat-
egories. Divisions are 
based on age and fi sh are 
based on length only for 
bass (combined small-
mouth and largemouth), 
pike, muskie and walleye. 

This year features even 
more exciting prizes, 
including gift certifi cates 
from Fishbones, Whistle 
Stop and Lakeside 
Fishing Shop, as well as 
electronics and more. Be 
sure to enter no matter 
the size of your fish — 
everyone who submits a 
fish is eligible to win 
great prizes via random 
drawings.

A huge thank you goes 
to community sponsors 
who make these events 
possible. This year, the 
premier sponsor is the 
local Charles Schwab 
offi ce.

Fishbones, which has 
been a sponsor since the 
contest’s inception, is 
once again offering 

3rd annual Grosse Pointe News 
Fishing Classic is underway

Best of the Best contest kicks off today

2023 Grosse 
Pointe News 
Fishing Classic
Who: You! Age categories: 
12 & Under, 13-18, and 19+
What: 3rd annual Grosse 
Pointe News Fishing Classic
Where: Anywhere in the 
Grosse Pointes and surround-
ing areas on land only (no 
boats)
When: May 25 to  June 29
Why: Great prizes, fresh air 
and good times!
Prizes: $50 per fi sh category 
for the 12U & 13-18 divisions 
and $100 for the largest fi sh of 
the week; $25 per fi sh catego-
ry for the 19+ division; and $50 
for the largest fi sh of the week 
for 19+.
Details:  See grossepointe
news.com/fi shingclassic for all 
details and rules.

See FISHING, page 10A

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— The new, multi-mil-
lion-dollar DPW building 
is making its mark all the 
way up Mack Avenue.

“I’m glad to see some-
thing like this that is so 
productive and expand-
ing on the good things 
going on,” said Arthur 
Bryant, mayor of Grosse 
Pointe Woods. “I care 
about what happens on 
Mack.”

Bryant traveled four 
miles from Woods city 
hall Monday afternoon, 
May 22, to attend a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony for 
the Park’s public works 
headquarters and garage 
between Maryland and 
Wayburn at the border of 
Detroit.

“The last time we were 
gathered here was Oct. 
27, 2021, to break 
ground,” Park Mayor 
Michele Hodges said. 
“We’ve obviously come a 
long way in opening the 
most beautiful DPW 
facility around. You have 
to invest in your commu-
nity if it’s going to thrive.”

“We hope this develop-
ment will help spur 
future investment and 
development for Grosse 
Pointe Park and Detroit,” 
said Nick Sizeland, Park 
manager. “Mack Avenue 
has a bright future with 
new development of 
Michael B’s Café, just a 
short walk from us, and 
the joint community 
effort of Grosse Pointe 
Park, City and city of 
Detroit with the Mack 
Avenue Corridor Plan.”

Planning for the build-
ing began during the 
term of prior Park Mayor 
Bob Denner.

“The existing DPW 
building wasn’t meeting 
the city’s needs and was 
in terrible shape,” he 
said.

“You had to have been 
in the old building to 
understand how badly 
this is needed,” said Mike 
Fikany, a planning com-
missioner at the time. 
“This is a fi rst-class facil-
ity.”

COVID-induced labor 
and supply shortages 
lengthened the original 
10-month construction 
schedule.

The roomy, block-long 
building has 10-inch con-
crete floors to support 
portable hoists capable 
of suspending heavy-
duty rubbish trucks and 
fi re trucks.

“We are very, very 
appreciative of the new 
digs,” said Tom Jenny, 
public works supervisor. 
“It makes us feel really 
appreciative and wel-
come.”

The department out-
grew its former DPW 
h e a d q u a r t e r s  o n 
Jefferson one block from 
city hall.

“It was time for this,” 
said Joe Habeka, presi-
dent of the Grosse Pointe 
P a r k  B u s i n e s s 
Association, attending 
the ceremony. “It’s a 
great gesture to the men 
and women who serve 
our city and work so 
hard, to give them some-
thing like this to walk 
into every day.”

“This new facility 
allows us to be more effi -
cient,” said Councilman 
Max Wiener, chairman of 
the municipal infrastruc-
ture committee. “It 
streamlines things and 
goes into the basket of 
trying to be more proac-
tive. Knock on wood, 
we’re going in a good 
direction.”

Tax revenue raised in 
the Tax Increment 
Finance Authority dis-

trict funded construction 
through up to $4 million 
in bonds. Park offi cials 
expect the building to 
have a useful life of 50 
years.

“I am so excited for the 
future and to make our 
residents and employees 
of the city proud for years 
to come,” Sizeland said.

“It also is an important 
gateway for folks travel-
ing the Mack Avenue 
corridor,” Hodges said. 
“As the city manager 
said, it’s so important 
that we be good partners 
to all of the jurisdictions 
touching Mack Avenue.”

Demolition of the for-
mer public works site, 
which straddles the Park-
Detroit border, is delayed 
while permits to do so are 
obtained from Detroit.

The location will 
become the A. Paul and 
Carol C. Schaap Center 
for the Performing Arts 
and the Richard and Jane 
Manoogian Art Gallery.

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

DPW building officially open

PHOTO BY BRAD LINDBERG

With a snip-snap of the Grosse Pointe Chamber of Commerce’s oversized scis-
sors, Park Mayor Michele Hodges cuts caution tape — the public works equiva-
lent of ribbon — to offi cially open the DPW headquarters and garage on Mack 
between Maryland and Wayburn. Offi ciating are, from left, DPW Supervisor 
Tom Jenny, City Manager Nick Sizeland, Hodges, DPW mechanic Dave 
Rudrich, water department Supervisor Joshua Chaffi n and water department 
employees Brian Gipprich and James Pachla.

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — Offi cials are 
hoping money from the 
Michigan Department of 
Environment, Great 
Lakes and Energy will 
help fund three projects, 
two of which are required 
by law.

City council approved 

a resolution at its meet-
ing Monday, May 15, to 
apply for a nearly $3.8 
million loan under 
EGLE’s Drinking Water 
State Revolving Fund. 
The money would pay for 
water main replacements 
on Hidden Lane, Lee 
Court and Marian Court; 
replace lead water ser-
vice lines to houses; and 
conduct a Complete 

Distribution System 
Material Inventory. 

The last two items are 
required, regardless if 
the city gets the money.

“They take disadvan-
taged cities into consid-
eration fi rst, so I’m not 
real optimistic about our 
chances,” Public Works 
Director Jim Kowalski 

said. “Although it’s defi -
nitely worth giving it a 
try.”

The program offers 
20-year loans at 1.875 
percent interest and 
30-year loans at 2.125 
percent interest. There 
also is a principal for-

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

Woods looking for state money to help with projects

See PROJECTS, page 4A
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Born and raised in 
Grosse Pointe Woods, 
NHL p layer  Zach 
Werenski discovered his 
love for hockey playing 
for the Grosse Pointe 
Bulldogs. His parents 
threw him on the team 
with his brother, Brad 
Werenski, who is two 
years older than him. 
They played together on 
the Bulldogs unti l 
Werenski was 13, and 
later reunited when 
Werenski was a sopho-
more and his brother 
was a senior on the Little 
Caesar’s AAA team. It 
wasn’t until he was 
around 15 that Werenski 
realized he had the 
potential to make it to 
the NHL.

“When I was 15, I was 
playing AAA with my 
brother and then the U.S. 
national team called and 
wanted me to play there,” 
he said. “I didn’t know 
too much about it, but 
after looking into it and 
seeing all the guys they 
produce that got to the 
NHL, it was kind of a no-
brainer to go there. And 
then when I got there 
you kind of start to real-
ize the next step is col-
lege and NHL, so I kind 
of realized it at that age.”

Werenski fi nished high 
school a year early — 
two years at Grosse 
Pointe North and one at 
Ann Arbor Pioneer — 
before finishing his 
senior year online and 
heading to the University 
of Michigan at 17. His 
time at Michigan was 
filled with accomplish-
ments, including leading 
all Big Ten defensemen 
in scoring, being named 
AHCA First Team All-
American, Big Ten 
Defensive Player of the 
Year and a fi rst-team All-
Big Ten selection.

“(They were) probably 
the best two years of my 

life playing there,” he 
said. “I got drafted play-
ing there, we won a Big 
Ten championship. 
Playing for your school is 
always fun so I enjoyed 
it.”

During his time at 
Michigan, Werenski 
didn’t give much thought 
to the NHL draft, focus-
ing on enjoying his col-
l e g e  e x p e r i e n c e . 
However, as the season 
ended and the draft talk 
started picking up, he 
began to feel the excite-
ment.  After  going 
through the extensive 
process of the combine, 
including interviews, 
medical screenings and 
fitness tests over four 
days, draft week arrived 
and Weresnki traveled to 
Fort Lauderdale. 

“I kind of had an idea I 
was in the first round, 
but I wasn’t sure where,” 
he said. “Then draft night 
comes and you have no 
idea what’s going to hap-
pen and right before the 
Columbus pick the cam-
eras came over and my 
agent looked back at me 
and gave me the nod 
like, ‘This is you.’ That 
was a pretty cool moment 
in my career.”

Selected eighth overall 
by the Columbus Blue 
J a c k e t s  i n  2 0 1 5 , 

Werenski has spent his 
entire NHL career with 
the team and is now 
entering his eighth sea-
son as their strongest 
defenseman. Balancing 
personal life and profes-
sional hockey hasn’t 
always been easy, with 
only one day off per 
week during the season. 
However, Werenski fi nds 
solace in the flexible 
schedule during the sum-
mers, allowing him to 
spend time in Grosse 
Pointe and engage in 
activities with friends 
and family. 

“At the end of the day 
I’m doing what I love, so 
I wouldn’t change it for 
anything,” he said, “and 
there’s gonna be sacri-
fi ces you have to make, 
but it is what it is.”

Werenski’s advice to 
aspiring NHL players is 
to enjoy the journey 
while striking a balance 
between fun and hard 
work. He credits his par-
ents, Ken — the Grosse 
Pointe Shores Public 
Safety director — and 
Kristen Werenski, for 
knowing when to encour-
age him to take a break 
and when to push him. 

“You gotta find that 
balance of having fun 
with it and also putting in 
the work,” Werenski 

said.  “I think if you just 
have fun with it and try 
to enjoy it and enjoy the 
process along the way, I 
think that’s the best way 
to achieve your goal.”

Forming lasting friend-
ships within the hockey 
community is one of 
Werenski’s favorite 
aspects of the game. He 
treasures the bond with 
his teammates, both on 
and off the ice.

“For example, our cap-
tain, Boone Jenner, I’ve 
played with him for 
seven years, going into 
my eighth year now,” 
Werenski said. “He’s a 
lifelong friend. And there 
are guys I’d played with 
for half a season that get 
traded that I still text 
every day. It’s just one of 
those things when 
you’re going to battle 
with guys, whether 
that’s someone sticking 
up for you in a fi ght or 
someone scoring a big 
goal or just a big moment 
in a game, your friend-
ships grow closer; as 
teammates you grow 

closer. You play a long 
season together, your 
families are together, 
girlfriends, wives. So I 
think just that part of the 
game, getting to know 
all of the guys and get-
ting to be friends with 
them, is probably my 
favorite part about 
hockey.”

This season Werenski 
was named recipient of 
the  B lue  Jacket ’ s 
Community MVP Award 
for exemplifying ser-
vice, dedication and 
leadership. His recogni-
tion comes during a sea-
son where he has been 
sidelined due to injury, 
allowing him to focus 
more energy on contrib-
uting to the community. 
L o o k i n g  a h e a d , 
Werenski has set his 
sights on bringing the 
S t a n l e y  C u p  t o 
Columbus. With five 
years remaining on his 
contract with the Blue 
Jackets, he aims to make 
a lasting impact and 
improve as a player 
overall.

By Clare Ramsdell
Intern

Zach Werenski’s journey 
from Bulldogs to the NHL

COURTESY PHOTOS

Defenseman Zach Werenski was drafted by the 
Columbus Blue Jackets in 2015, and is entering his 
eighth season with the team.

Zach Werenski learned to play hockey with his old-
er brother on the Grosse Pointe Bulldogs, staying 
with them until he was about 13.

so that’s why we need to 
fi nd ways to build this 
fund up, as well as not 
spend it on things for 
solid waste, parking 
(and) water. Those (are) 
things that need to be 
covering their own cost.

“The problem right 

now,” she added, “is the 
only source of funding 
for this fund is any sur-
plus we have in the gen-
eral fund and that 
surplus has been going 
down every  year , 
because our expendi-
tures have been rising 
higher than our reve-
nues.”

The greatest among 
increasing expenditures 
next fi scal year will be 

covering a full year of 
retiree health care costs, 
as well as the City’s 
required pension contri-
bution, which is increas-
ing from $70,000 in the 
current year to $195,000. 

The City also will pay 
$11,662 more to the 
Park for covering its dis-
patch service, which 
now will cost $130,605 
as of July 1, and include 
a 3 percent increase 

each year. Both councils 
agreed to the increase 
last month to address 
the Park’s annually ris-
ing costs to operate the 
dispatch center, particu-
larly in regard to person-
nel. 

The City’s contracted 
services with MedStar 
Ambulance also will see 
an increase.

“They haven’t raised 
prices in a while,” 

Interim City Manager 
Steve Poloni said. “They 
have some serious short-
falls, about $600,000 in 
operating shortfalls that 
they’re looking to make 
up. Part of that increase 
will be contingent upon 
whether Grosse Pointe 
Park eliminates their 
service and joins in. If 
that happens then the 
number we would pay 
would be less than what 
we budgeted, but we had 
to budget just to be pre-
pared in case they’re not 
joining in. Those nego-
tiations are ongoing.”

Set to bond out $3.3 
million, the city will use 
borrowed funding to 
cover cleaning and 
inspection of the storm 
sewer  l ines  f rom 
Maumee to Jefferson; a 
Kercheval Place sewer 
project  and storm 
replacements on city 
streets; Neff water main 
r e p l a c e m e n t  f r o m 
Maumee to St. Paul and 
Kercheval to Charlevoix, 
as well as the replace-
ment of the water main 
on Kercheval Place; and 
state-required lead 
water  service l ine 
replacements of 5 per-
cent of its estimated 699 
total. 

“When I’m looking at 
the capital improvement 
projects for down the 
road, those are some 
pretty big numbers 

where we don’t have 
funding for those,” 
M a y o r  S h e i l a 
Tomkowiak noted, “so 
we are going to have to 
get creative about what 
we’re going to do, but 
I’m confident that we 
can work through that 
and come up with some 
solutions going for-
ward.”

On the savings front, 
the general debt fund 
will see a decrease in 
mills from 1.8894 to 
1.8090 for the new city 
facility bonds. 

Staff is anticipating 
$657,000 in state shar-
ing of gas and weight 
taxes to help pay for 
local road maintenance, 
while parks and recre-
ation costs will be down 
as the current year 
required $11,000 for 
hosting last year’s swim 
team fi nals. 

“State shared revenue 
is budgeted at $683,000, 
which is an increase of 
approximately $86,000 
over last year,” Kleinow 
reported, “but we are 
still dealing with the loss 
that we felt between 
2003 and 2017 of $2.5 
million.”

Council approved the 
2023-24 fi scal year bud-
get 5-0, with council 
members Chris Walsh 
and Terence Thomas 
absent, during its May 
meeting. 

CUTS:
Continued from page 2A

giveness aspect.
“We applied for 20 

years,” Kowalski said. 
“As far as forgiveness, 
I’m not sure where that 
might fall. It could be 5, 
1 0 ,  4 0  p e r c e n t . 
Disadvantaged cities can 
even get up to 60 per-
cent.”

The city already has 
begun replacing lead 
water service lines. 
Kowalski said 120 have 
been found and 50 have 
been replaced. The state 
requires all of them to be 
replaced by 2041, with a 
minimum of 5 percent 
done each year.

“We’re replacing water 
mains on Hampton this 
year and Roslyn next 
year, so I’m sure we’ll 
find more,” Kowalski 
added.

The CDSMI is of 
greater urgency since it 
must be completed by 
Jan. 1, 2025.

“We’d love to get the 
money and outsource 
that project because it’s 
very time consuming,” he 
noted. “It involves a 
three-point process 
where you have to dig 
down to the main and 
take pictures to prove it’s 
copper or plastic.”

The same has to be 
done at the dropbox for 
each location, which is 
what connects the water 
main to the service line 
running to each house. 
The line inside each 
house also has to be 
inspected to ensure it’s 
not lead.

The Woods has to per-
form 365 such examina-
tions.

“The Great Lakes 
Water Authority gener-
ates a list of addresses 
based on population and 
spreads  them out 
through the city to get a 
good representation,” 
Kowalski said.

According to EGLE’s 
website,  some 280 
municipalities across the 
state fi led intent to apply 
forms seeking $1.9 bil-
lion in loans through the 
DWSRF. Kowalski said 
the city should know by 
August how much, if 
any, funds it might 
receive.

PROJECTS:
Continued from page 3A
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City of Grosse Pointe

Identity theft
An unknown person 

opened three credit 
card accounts in a 
Grosse Pointe resident’s 
name with a total bal-
ance of approximately 
$13,400.

An investigation is 
ongoing.

Indecent 
exposure 

A Grosse Pointe 
woman in her late 60s 
was walking westbound 
on Charlevoix near 
Grosse Pointe Court at 
12:05 p.m. Tuesday, May 
16, when a well-dressed 
man walked by and 
exposed himself to her.

T h e  s u s p e c t  i s 
described as a 5-foot, 
1-inch, 20-year-old black 
man wearing glasses.

An investigation is 
ongoing. 

Monopoly scam 
Two black men made 

eight small purchases at 
a business in the 17000 
block of Kercheval over 
several hours Tuesday, 
May 16, using eight $100 
prop money bills. 

They received more 
than $90 in change 
through each purchase 
from the same cashier.

Stolen 
prescription

An unknown suspect 
stole a Lakeland resi-
dent’s ADHD prescrip-
tion between late April 
and Thursday, May 18.

Drunken 
speeder

After being stopped for 
speeding 48 mph at 
Mack and Washington at 
2:30 a.m. Sunday, May 
21 ,  a  43 -year -o ld 
Washington State resi-
dent was found to be 
intoxicated, for which he 
was arrested. 

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the City of 
Grosse Pointe Public 
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Farms

Stolen bike
A dark green, boy’s 

mountain bike was stolen 
from an open Rose 
Terrace garage between 
9 and 11 p.m. Friday, May 
12. 

No. 1 fan
Offi cers were called to a 

high school softball game 
at 5:02 p.m. Thursday, 
May 18, when the athletic 
director reported a 
56-year-old Park mother 
for intoxication and yell-
ing at the coaching staff 
because her child was 
benched.

The woman denied 
being intoxicated or caus-
ing a disturbance, but did 
so with slurred speech 
and offi cers could smell 
alcohol.

At the request of the 
athletic director, she was 
asked to leave the prop-
erty and not return. 

Bad break
An offi cer applied the 

scout car brakes to avoid 
a collision at Mack and 
Moross at 9:10 p.m. 
Thursday, May 18, when 
a vehicle made a U-turn 
in the intersection and 
proceeded directly in 
front of the scout car. 

The 27-year-old Clinton 
Township man was found 
to have a suspended 
license with 10 prior sus-
pensions. He was cited 
for driving while license 
suspended and not hav-
ing insurance.

Sticky situation
After doctors refused to 

treat her because she 
threw a cup of urine at a 
staff member, a 24-year-
old Woods woman refused 
to leave a local hospital at 
11:23 a.m. Friday, May 19. 

Amid offi cers asking her 
to leave voluntarily, the 
pregnant woman threw 
medical  equipment 
around the room and 
refused to get dressed.

When she was stopped 
from entering the hallway 
naked, she scratched and 
kicked an offi cer, but ulti-
mately her brother took 
her home without further 
incident. 

Armed robbery
A 57-year-old Detroit 

man told offi cers an armed 
man climbed into his vehi-
cle while he was stopped 
at a red light at East 
Warren and Cadieux at 
2:07 a.m. Saturday, May 
20, and told him to drive to 
an ATM. 

When he was unable to 
get money from an ATM 
on Moross, he said the sus-

pect then drove away, 
stealing his gray 2009 
Chevrolet Equinox. 

The man told offi cers he 
did not know the plate 
number and could not 
remember exactly where 
he had purchased the vehi-
cle, adding he bought it 
two weeks ago from a 
dealership in Ohio from an 
ad he received in the mail. 

The suspect was 
described as a black man 
in his 30s with a swollen 
eye, missing some teeth 
and wearing a dark 
hoodie.

Prank call
A caller reported a 

14-year-old black male 
armed with a gun riding a 
dirt bike at La Belle and 
Bournemouth at 2:54 p.m. 
Saturday, May 20, but 
when offi cers arrived, the 
subject on a dirt bike 
immediately drove away 
while holding what 
appeared to be a cell-
phone facing the scout 
car’s direction.

Offi cers terminated the 
pursuit for safety reasons 
and upon further investi-
gation believe the caller 
was the subject on the dirt 
bike who intentionally 
misused 911 to report a 
false claim for an 
unknown reason. 

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Farms Public Safety, (313) 
885-2100.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Under the radar
A complainant reported 

a radar detector was sto-
len from his vehicle 
sometime between 4:30 
and 7 p.m. Sunday, May 
14, while visiting relatives 
in the 800 block of Woods 
Lane.

The man said the vehi-
cle was parked in the 
driveway and there was 
no sign of forced entry, 
but he could not remem-
ber if it was locked.

Fee required
A resident in the 1300 

block of Edmunton told 
officers around 2 p.m. 
Saturday, May 15, he 
began investing in crypto 
currency in November 
2022 through a woman 
named Sophia. After 

some small profits, he 
began sending the 
woman more money to 
invest, eventually total-
ling $615,000.

He further told police 
his account now shows a 
profit of $6,000, but he 
can’t access the money 
until he pays a $25,000 
fee.

Bank on it
A woman in the 1700 

block of Aline reported 
she was on Facebook the 
morning of Thursday, May 
18, when she clicked on an 
alert and was told by 
someone claiming to be 
with Microsoft her com-
puter had been infected 
with a virus.

She was told to wire 
$26,000 to a bank in New 
York, but a teller at her 
bank refused to make the 
transfer.

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Woods Public Safety, (313) 
343-2400.

Grosse Pointe Shores

Nothing to report per 
dispatch.

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about crimes to Grosse 
Pointe Shores Public 
Safety, (313) 881-5500.

Grosse Pointe Park

Crew ripped off
While members of a 

l a n d s c a p i n g  c r e w 
groomed the backyard of 

a house in the 1300 block 
of Audubon a few minutes 
before 4 p.m. Tuesday, 
May 16, thieves stole three 
Redmax backpack blow-
ers with a combined value 
of $2,100 from a landscape 
trailer.

A witness saw the sus-
pects cruising the area and 
approaching the trailer in 
a white Jeep Compass and 
white Chevy Trailblazer.

Converter stolen
Someone during the 

nearly 20-hour period 
start ing 7:30 a.m. 
Thursday May 18, cut the 
catalytic converter off of 
a vehicle parked in a 
municipal lot in the 15000 
block of Mack.

Steals cart
A shopping cart worth 

$500 was stolen from a 
business in the 15000 
block of Charlevoix 
be tween  11  p .m. 
Wednesday, May 17, and 
10 a.m. the following 
morning.

Stolen fl ag
Overnight Thursday, 

May 18, someone stole a 
fl ag emblazoned, “Trump 

2024 make America great 
again,” displayed on the 
front porch of a residence 
in the 1000 block of 
Beaconsfi eld.

Paintings stolen
Several paintings were 

taken from a vehicle that 
was broken into while 
parked and locked over-
night Friday, May 19, in 
the 1000 block of 
Harvard.

Access was accom-
plished by smashing a 
window. The paintings 
are sized 5-by-5 feet.

Doesn’t 
want to pay

Police arrested a 
34-year-old Park woman 
for shoplifting at a store 
in the 15000 block of 
Charlevoix at 8:06 p.m. 
Sunday, May 21.

An employee reported 
her concealing several 
items in her purse, which 
offi cers said they recov-
ered.

— Brad Lindberg
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the Grosse 
Pointe Park Public Safety 
Department, (313) 822-
7400.

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS

percent threshold has 
been met.

Spending in the local 
and major street funds, as 
well as debt payments, are 
increased in the new bud-
get, but will be offset by 
reserves.

Wages and benefits 
make up 66 percent of the 
general operating budget, 
of which the public safety 
department makes up 57 
percent.

BUDGET:
Continued from page 2A
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LETTERS
The Grosse Pointe News welcomes your letters to the edi-

tor. All letters should be typed, double-spaced and signed. 

Letters longer than 250 words may be edited for length. 

All letters may be edited for content. We reserve the right 

to refuse any letter. Include daytime phone number for 

verifi cation or questions. The deadline for letters is 3 p.m. 

Monday. Letters to the editor may by emailed to editor@

grossepointenews.com.

O U R  V I E W

6A  |  OPINION

ILLUSTRATION BY KEN SCHOP“
Our debt to the heroic men and valiant 
women in the service of our country can nev-
er be repaid. They have earned our undying 
gratitude.” — Harry S. Truman

Harry S. Truman, the 33rd President of 
the United States, delivered these words in 

a radio address to our country and its Armed Forces 
April 17, 1945. His speech was broadcast a few days 
after the death of our 32nd commander in chief, 
Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

Delivered in what would become the fi nal months 
of World War II, the address was solemn, but patri-
otic, and fi lled with reverence for our troops and our 
country. Those same adjectives describe how we 
should mark this year’s Memorial Day Monday, May 
29. 

We at the Grosse Pointe News would like to for-
mally thank all who have served or currently serve 
our country. We also would like to offer several ways 
Grosse Pointers can remember and honor our troops 
on this national holiday, including:

1.) Visit The War Memorial
As a community, we may not fully appreciate how 

fortunate we are to have The War Memorial on our 
lakefront, especially as we approach Memorial Day 
weekend. 

As Laurel Kraus reported in the May 11 edition of 
the Grosse Pointe News, The War Memorial is plan-
ning several activities leading up to the holiday. The 
fi rst includes a reception complete with evening-end-
ing fi reworks for the $20 million, 25,000-square-foot 
Fred M. Alger Center for Arts, Culture and 
Humanities, beginning at 6 p.m. Wednesday, May 
24.

On Thursday, May 25, hundreds of people are 
expected to attend the formal dedication of “Les 
Braves II: At Water’s Edge,” the offi cial twin of a 
structure that rests on Omaha Beach in Normandy, 
in recognition of D-Day. The enormous structure 
was constructed by French artist Anilore Banon, who 
will speak at the ceremony, which begins at 6:30 p.m. 
and is free and open to the public. Advanced regis-
tration is requested at warmemorial.org/veterans/
lesbraves. 

The schedule of events concludes with the annual 
tradition of The War Memorial’s Memorial Day ser-
vice beginning at 10 a.m. Monday, May 29, at the 
base of “Les Braves II.” It is free and open to the pub-
lic, but advanced registration also is requested at 
warmemorial.org/veterans/memorialday2023.

2.) Know the “why” of Memorial Day
While most of us associate Memorial Day weekend 

with the unoffi cial kickoff to summer, its history is 
long and rich. Decoration Day was initially estab-
lished by Gen. John A. Logan as a day for Americans 
to lay fl owers on the graves of fallen Union soldiers 
from the Civil War. In 1971, Congress decreed 
Memorial Day as a federal holiday on the last 
Monday in May to honor fallen armed service mem-
bers from all America’s wars.

3.) Honor a Gold Star family
Gold Star families are those who have lost a 

beloved armed service member. Understandably, 
Memorial Day may be a diffi cult day for them. If you 
know a Gold Star family, consider sending a card or 
dropping off a meal or fl owers to let them know you 
care.

4.) Watch the National Memorial Day Parade
If you aren’t attending a parade in person, you can 

watch the National Memorial Day Parade live at 2 

Meaningful ways 
to commemorate 
Memorial Day
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p.m. Monday, which will be televised live 
from Constitution Avenue in Washington, 
D.C. Military tributes, music and veterans will 
be a part of this special event, available at 
americanveteranscenter.org/avc-events/
parade/. 

5.) Share your family’s history of service
Be sure to share your family’s history of 

service by passing their stories along to your 
kids, extended family and friends. Share pho-
tos of them on social media and encourage 
others to do the same.

6.) Fly the American fl ag and wear a red 
poppy

Memorial Day is the perfect day to deck 
your home in red, white and blue and hang 
your American fl ag. Another way to display 
your patriotism is to wear a red poppy, 
inspired by the poem “In Flanders Fields,” by 
Lt. Col. John McCrae, a medical doctor who 
served on the front lines during World War I. 
Following the poem’s publication, the red 
poppy came to symbolize the blood shed dur-
ing battle.

7.) Donate to a military charity
This weekend also is a great time to donate 

to a military charity. Several nonprofi ts pro-
vide services for veterans and their families, 
including Wounded Warrior Project, Gary 
Sinise Foundation, America’s Gold Star 
Families and Freedom Service Dogs of 
America.

8.) Enlist your “troops” and plan a cele-
bration

Thanks to the freedoms we enjoy in our 
wonderful country, there is ample reason to 
celebrate and honor this day. Put up patriotic 
decorations, plan a barbecue and maybe 
watch an inspiring war movie to end the day. 
There are countless tear-jerkers to choose 
from, like “Saving Private Ryan,” “Schindler’s 
List” and “Unbroken.”

No matter what activity you choose to mark 
this Memorial Day, be sure to demonstrate 

the gratitude Truman spoke of nearly 80 
years ago. Thank a veteran or active military 
member for their service. We are free because 
of the brave, indeed.

‘In Flanders Fields’
by Lt. Col. John McCrae, M.D.

In Flanders Fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses row on row.

That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the Dead. Short days ago

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved, and were loved, and now we 

lie
In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.

If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies 

grow
In Flanders fields.

Memorial Day ceremony
To the Editor:

At last year’s Grosse Pointe Woods 
Memorial Day ceremony I stood when they 
asked World War II veterans to do so.

I am not a veteran, but I was assisting 
Robert Lee Wayland, a decorated WWII vet-
eran and my 97-year-old grandfather, in 
doing so.

For the first time in more than two 
decades, since we started attending the cer-
emony together with family, he will not 
stand.

He was laid to rest this past year in a mil-
itary cemetery in his hometown of Fort 
Madison, Iowa, after passing away peace-
fully July 20, 2022.

He was drafted by the U.S. Army during 
his junior year of high school at 18 years old 
and later spent 64 years as a resident of 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

I 
write to express my profound concern 
and disagreement with the rapid cas-
cade in the adoption of pay 
stations to replace metered 
and attended parking adja-
cent to Kercheval Avenue 

in the cities of Grosse Pointe, 
Grosse Pointe Farms and Grosse 
Pointe Park. As a business owner, I 
have heard dozens of customers 
and residents express their frustra-
tion and outright contempt for the 
system being gradually installed in 
the City of Grosse Pointe, only to have Grosse 
Pointe Farms implement the same system on 

the recommendation of the City’s mayor and 
now former city manager.  Within a week, the 

city of Grosse Pointe Park selected 
the same system creating a so-called 
“uniform parking experience.” Does 
the public not have a right to speak 
their opinion before such drastic 
changes are implemented? The im-
plementation in the City was pushed 
through despite concerns expressed 
related to the reported savings not 
adding up by several property and 
business owners following a presen-

Parking initiatives not a fi t with Grosse Pointe
G U E S T  V I E W  By Patrick Fabian
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1948
75 years ago this week

CITY PARKING ROW 
R E A C H E S  F E V E R 
PITCH: An earnest and 
vociferous group of citi-
zens stormed the City 
council meeting Monday 
night with a grievance 
over the parking lot pro-
visions the city has 
recently made in its 
efforts to relieve the 
parking congestion on 
Kercheval in the Village 
for a block or more north 
and south of that thor-
oughfare. Just what they 
wanted done about it was 
not too clear, but they all 
were loud in their innu-
endoes that some skull-
duggery had been put 
over on them by the 
council or city offi cials.

FARMS MOVES STEP 
F U R T H E R  T O 
CONVERSION INTO 
CITY: The Village of 
Grosse Pointe Farms 
moved a step closer to 
conversion to city status 
with a report submitted 
Monday night to the 
Board of Trustees by the 
City Government Plan 
Committee. The commit-
tee unanimously recom-
mended the present 
police radio system, 
operated by the township 
for four villages, with a 
separate system owned 
and operated by the City 
of Grosse Pointe, be 
changed in favor of a 
modern police radio sys-
tem serving all five 

Pointes on a cooperative 
basis.

1973
50 years ago this week

CANDY BURGLAR 
RAIDS MACHINE: The 
burglar who broke into 
Grosse Pointe South 
High school during the 
early morning hours of 
Friday, May 18, appar-
ently had a “sweet tooth.” 
The culprit raided the 
candy machine in the 
school cafeteria and took 
the candy bars after 
smashing the glass. The 
break-in and theft were 
discovered by Thomas 
Lubeski, boiler operator, 
when he arrived for work 
at 3:17 a.m. and found 
the door at the north side 
of the building open.

1998
25 years ago this week

STARBUCKS COFFEE 
OPENING ON BACK 
BURNER: In January, 
Starbucks Coffee said it 
would be up and running 
in its new Village loca-
tion by May 1. But it’s 
almost June and the shop 
on the corner of 
Kercheval and Notre 
Dame is nowhere near 
ready to open. It still 
sports the sign of the for-
mer tenant and the inte-
rior sits gutted like an 
unfi nished addition. 

2013
10 years ago this week

CAMERAS WILL
PROTECT PUBLIC, 
OFFICERS: The latest 
thing in public safety fash-
ion is a body camera. City 

of Grosse Pointe offi cers 
are getting six cameras 
purchased with aid of 
grant money. Some 90 
percent of the $5,511.70 

cost is being paid by a 
Byrne Justice Assistance 
Grant obtained in con-
junction with the Michigan 
State Police.
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I was lucky enough to grow up a short distance 
away from him in Grosse Pointe Woods (GPN Class 
of ‘04) and honored to attend the city’s Memorial Day 
service with him every year it took place since I was 
a teenager.

The service held a special place in my grandfather’s 
heart and still does in mine, even though I am no lon-
ger a resident of the city.

I write this to say thank you to all those who have 
organized and took part in the Memorial Day cere-
mony to remember and honor those who sacrifi ced 
their lives for our country for the freedoms and liber-
ties we enjoy as Americans.

I also would like to encourage all those who can to 
attend the ceremony (or ones like it) to celebrate the 
veterans who are still there to stand, as well as those 
who served and never made it home, to do so.

MICHAEL ROBERT WAYLAND
Formerly of Grosse Pointe Woods

T
his Memorial Day, millions of 
American families will take a moment 
to honor the memory of the men and 
women who lost their lives serving in 
the U.S. military. It can be a somber 
day for current veterans and their fami-

lies. 
Outside of this day, we must not forget 

the veterans who made it home but face 
a new battle with substance use or men-
tal health disorders. Unfortunately, 
countless veterans have died because of 
substance use and suicide. 

In Michigan are over 560,000 veterans, 
with the majority aged 65 and over, fol-
lowed by those aged 35 to 54. According 
to the National Survey on Drug Use and 
Health, over 3.9 million veterans have a 
substance use disorder or a mental illness. 

Substance use disorders signifi cantly increase sui-
cidality among veterans ages 18 and older. 
Unfortunately, suicidal thoughts and behaviors are 
common among veterans ages 18 to 49. 

“Early intervention is key to helping veterans who 
are struggling with addiction or mental health issues. 
Ultimately it can help save their life and get them 
access to treatment,” said Michael Leach of addicted.
org. 

There are numerous reasons why veterans turn to 
drugs or alcohol and become addicted. Veterans 
often struggle to adjust to civilian life. They may 
experience financial hardships, difficulty finding 
employment or accessing their benefi ts. 

Veterans are at high risk of experiencing mental 
and emotional health concerns. In addition, untreated 
trauma, injury and chronic pain are common. Drugs 
and alcohol are used as a means to cope, whether it’s 
legally prescribed or not. 

Countless other veterans face barriers when 
accessing treatment. This could include cost and 

insurance gaps. Communities struggle with inade-
quate funding and veterans in rural locations have 
limited access to support. Stigma regarding addiction 
and mental health is still problematic. 

However, there are support and resources families 
can take advantage of. Outside of the VA-Facility 

locator and help provided by the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs, other 
options include:
◆ The Michigan Veterans Affairs 

Agency, 1-800-642-4838, which offers sup-
port and other services;
◆ The Veteran Support Center of 

Michigan, a nonprofi t organization that 
helps veterans and their families;
◆ SAMHSA, which provides a treat-

ment facility locator to help veterans fi nd 
substance use and mental health disorder 

treatment; and
◆ Helpful hotlines for veterans include the Veteran 

Crisis Line, 1-800-273-8255, and the Lifeline for Vets, 
1-888-777-4443.

Families exploring fi nancial avenues can consider 
combining VA benefi ts with other insurance, such as 
Medicaid or private health insurance. 

Family support is also critical for veterans. When 
speaking to them about their substance use, do so 
openly and honestly and express concern. Help them 
fi nd treatment. Be patient and show compassion; 
avoid casting judgment. Remember, addiction and 
mental health disorders are treatable. 

It takes families and communities to come together 
to help struggling veterans. Too many men and 
women who served this country are silently battling 
these problems. Early intervention now could help 
save a life.

Veronica Raussin is a community outreach coordi-
nator for addicted.org, passionate about spreading 
awareness of the risks and dangers of alcohol and 
drug use.

Drug addiction in the veteran community

Continued from page 6A

LETTER:
tation by the aforementioned city manager at a Main 
Street meeting, as well as other concerns related to 
public safety, potential loss of business and reduced ef-
fi ciency. It makes you wonder in whose favor these ini-
tial expenditures and recurring costs truly are.  

The Grosse Pointes are not Royal Oak, Ann Arbor 
or Ferndale. Just because they implemented such a 
system does not mean it is a right fi t for our commu-
nity. It is not just the elderly whose experience is 
impacted, but often parents with small children. It is 
far easier to put a coin in a meter or quickly pay an 

attendant than stand in line, log in to an app or wait 
at a kiosk, particularly in inclement weather. At night, 
this presents a public safety hazard. Why was public 
feedback not solicited and these issues addressed? All 
things considered, this will lead to decreased quality 
of life, heightened risks to the safety of residents and 
visitors, and alienated customers small businesses 
depend on for their survival. 

We have three distinct, upscale business districts on 
Kercheval Avenue that should be welcoming and 
offering ease to visitors. These parking initiatives pro-
mote the opposite of the white-glove treatment Grosse 
Pointe is known for and should be associated with.

Patrick Fabian is the president of The League Shop 
Inc., in the City of Grosse Pointe.

FABIAN:
Continued from page 6A

I  S AY  By Mike Adzima

M
emorial 
D a y 
w e e k -
end is 
here. As 
most of 

us know, growing up in 
Michigan makes this holi-

day weekend the unoffi -
cial start of summer. The 
past couple of years, I’ve 
spent Memorial Day 
weekend in northern 
Michigan at my family’s 
lake house, which is the 
ideal way for most 
Michiganders to spend 
the holiday. However, this 
Memorial Day weekend 
I’ll be leaving the state in 
order to cross off an item 
on my personal “sports 
bucket list” that has been 
long overdue. 

Three of my closest 
friends and I are making 

the short trip to Chicago 
so I can fi nally see a base-
ball game at Wrigley 
Field. I’m not necessarily 
one of those people who 
has the goal of visiting 
every MLB ballpark, but I 
do want to get to as many 
as possible and for many 
years people have been 
shocked that Wrigley is 
not on my list of the ones 
I’ve been to. 

I’ve been fortunate 
enough to see games at 
some of the nicest and 
most notable ballparks 
already. Comerica Park 

in Detroit, obviously, 
Citizens Bank Park in 
Philadelphia, both Citi 
Fie ld and Yankee 
Stadium in New York 
(I’ve actually been to both 
the old and new Yankee 
stadiums), PNC Park in 
Pittsburgh, Oracle Park 
in San Francisco, Rogers 
Centre in Toronto, Angels 
Stadium in Anaheim, 
Fenway Park in Boston, 
Progressive Field in 
C l e v e l a n d  a n d 
Guaranteed Rate Field in 
Chicago, home of the 
White Sox. 

Wrigley has been at the 
top of the list of the parks 
I still need to visit for a 
long time. Everybody I 
know who has been says 
the gameday atmosphere 
around Wrigley is 
unmatched, from the his-
tory of the stadium itself 
to the neighborhood sur-
rounding it and the fans 
all around. 

What better way to 
spend this Memorial Day 
weekend than by watch-
ing America’s favorite 
pastime at one of the true 
cathedrals of the game? 

We will even be sitting in 
the famous Wrigley out-
fi eld bleachers to get the 
full experience. 

Most importantly, I’m 
just looking forward to 
not looking like a bad 
baseball fan anymore for 
not being to Wrigley. 
That’s how I’ll be enjoy-
ing this holiday weekend 
and I hope you enjoy 
yours too. Whether 
you’re watching baseball 
too, getting out on the 
lake or just staying home 
enjoying the day off, have 
fun and stay safe!

A long overdue tribute to America’s pastime

YESTERDAY’S HEADLINES

G U E S T  V I E W  By Veronica Raussin
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the middle,” Dean con-
tinued. “But the middle 
means everyone has to 
give something up. That’s 
the true meaning of com-
promise and I’d be happy 
to facilitate that.”

Brumbaugh and Cotton 
both agreed to meet with 
Dean.

Brumbaugh’s plan 
would keep in place the 
$3 million in cuts admin-
istration found based on 
budget parameters the 
board approved earlier 
this year, with an addi-
tional cut of $1.3 million 
by reducing the number 
of full-time equivalent 
teachers by 10.

The administration 
also suggested eliminat-
ing elementary school 
Spanish, not filling 
vacant paraprofessional 
roles, closing the three 

middle school pools, 
eliminating one secre-
tary at each high school, 
eliminating one middle 
school principal posi-
tion, reducing the custo-
d i a l  r a n k s  a n d 
eliminating one commu-
nications role in the cen-
tral offi ce.

Brumbaugh also sug-
gested conducting a stra-
tegic review over the 
next several months to 
determine further sav-
ings, including the reduc-
tion of low-enrollment 
classes, building consoli-
dation and moving grade 
levels between buildings.

Brumbaugh’s proposal 
also would extend the 
contracts of the six exec-
utive administrators 
through June 30, 2025, 
but any vacancies in 
those roles would not be 
backfi lled.

Cotton, meanwhile, 
has suggested eliminat-
ing the positions of dep-

uty superintendent for 
student services and the 
director of secondary 
instruction, something 
many making public 
comments disagreed 
with.

Beyond the adminis-
tration’s cuts, Cotton’s 
plan also would elimi-
nate one counselor at 
each high school and 
reduce teacher FTEs by 
16.9. Total cuts would be 
just shy of $5 million.

Cotton’s plan was 
reviewed at a recent 
Finance and Facilities 
Committee meeting, with 
most members agreeing 
to recommend it to the 
full board.

T r u s t e e  C o l l e e n 
Worden, who sits on that 
committee, said she dis-
agreed with the process.

“These are community 
members who are mak-
ing substantive deci-
sions, often in secret,” 
she said. “We should 
leave these decisions up 
to the experts, not volun-
teers who ran for offi ce.”

Cotton disagreed that 
decisions were made in 
secret because commit-
tee meetings are open to 
the public and has noted 
on several occasions that 
the district has to make 
tough fi nancial decisions 
because of actions the 
previous board — of 
which Worden was trea-
surer — took or failed to 
take.

The board will hold a 
public hearing on its fi s-
cal year 2023-24 budget 
June 12, with a fi nal vote 
June 20.

BUDGET:
Continued from page 1A

THE GROSSE POINTE 
SHORES — The Grosse 
Pointe Public School 
System is considering 
hiring a data analytics 
fi rm to conduct a compre-
hensive look at why fami-
lies pulled their students 
from the district in recent 
years.

Kimberly Doherty of 
Livonia-based escalent 
told the Board of 
Education’s Community 
Engagement Committee 
about her fi rm’s quantita-
tive and qualitative 
research methods at its 
meeting Wednesday, 
May 17.

“We’re an unbiased 
third party who can tell 
you what the facts are,” 
she said. “We have no 
stake in the ground. We’ll 
tell you what we learned 

because this is about 
more than birth rates.”

Plante Moran Cresa, 
which consults the dis-
trict on a number of mat-
ters, has said falling birth 
rates are a factor in 
enrollment decreases. 
The fi rm said it has been 
99.6 percent accurate in 
projecting enrollment 
numbers since it started 
working with the district 
in 2017. PMC also said 
last year the loss of 590 
housing units across the 
Pointes played a role in 
the decline, although an 
analysis by the Grosse 
Pointe News found little 
to no evidence to verify 
the claim.

Doherty said her fi rm 
would determine why 
students left and where 
they went, making sure 
to spread its research 
across a wide audience.

“We’ll take a look at a 

cross sect ion that 
includes those who left 
mid-year, those who 
didn’t return the follow-
ing year and at which 
grade levels,” she said. 
“We’ll fi nd out the rea-
sons and what you can 
do to improve.”

Ted Coutilish, a mem-
ber of the committee and 
a marketing executive at 
the  Univers i ty  o f 
Michigan, said the results 
could help the district 
with future decisions.

“This can tell you what 
impact a certain decision 
had, what the outcome 
was,” he said.

In an exit survey the 
district conducted in 
November 2020, 55 per-
cent of respondents said 
it was the preference for 
in-person instruction, 
something many area 
private and parochial 
schools were offering at 

the time. District recon-
fi guration also took effect 
that fall with the closing 
of Trombly and Poupard 
elementary schools.

Doherty said phase one 
of the project would be to 
conduct telephone inter-
views with fi ve parents, 
selected by the district, 
across all grade levels 
whose children no longer 
attend GPPSS.

“These will be 30 to 45 
minutes over the phone 
to really do a deep dive as 
to their reasons,” she 
said. “The district will 
select 10 to 20 families 
using a list of screening 
criteria and then we’ll 
randomly select those for 
interviews.”

When asked if fi ve was 
a big enough sample size, 
Doherty said her fi rm’s 
experience is that after 
fi ve interviews they begin 
hear ing the  same 

answers.
“We need to get the 

right bucket of people,” 
Superintendent Jon Dean 
said. “For example, it 
wouldn’t help to talk to 
people who moved out of 
state because of their 
job.”

Those who agree to 
participate will be given 
$50 in exchange for their 
time.

The second phase will 
be an online survey of 20 
to 25 questions based on 
the information gleaned 
from the interviews, but 
would not include the 
$50 enticement.

“We’d be looking for 
100 to 150 people to par-
ticipate,” Doherty said. 
“It would be emailed 
directly to people to 
make sure we only have 
one response per house-
hold.”

Doherty also empha-

sized that all personal 
information would be 
redacted before results 
are given to the district.

Cost for the first two 
phases is $10,000, which 
committee members 
agreed was well worth it 
to pursue.

A third, optional phase, 
for an additional $3,500, 
would be a real-time, 
online interview with fi ve 
to six participants and a 
moderator. That also 
would include the $50 
offer.

“Everyone would be 
online at once, so the par-
ticipants can interact 
with the moderator and 
bounce ideas off each 
other,” Doherty said. 

The first two phases 
would take 14 weeks to 
complete, with an addi-
tional two weeks if the 
district were to proceed 
with phase three.

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

GPPSS still looking for answers on enrollment decline

THE GROSSE POINTES 
— The Grosse Pointe 
Public School System 
Board of Education ap-
proved a resolution at its 
meeting Monday, May 22, 
recognizing  the first 
Friday in June as National 
Gun Violence Awareness 
Day.

As with many discus-
sions at board meetings 
this year, however, the 
matter was not without 
controversy.

“I don’t think there 
needs to be a resolution 
for this because we 
already have freedom of 
speech and can wear dif-
ferent colors for different 

causes we want to sup-
port,” Secretary Ginny 
Jeup said. “A lot of fami-
lies left the district because 
of politics in the class-
room.”

Jeup went on to list sev-
eral causes that have vari-
ous colors associated with 
them, wondering if the 
board would pass resolu-
tions in support of each, 
including respect for  law 
enforcement, calling 
attention to child abuse 
and the sanctity of life.

Public commenters 
speaking in favor of the 
resolution mentioned 
GPPSS graduates Arielle 
Anderson and Brian 
Fraser, two of three stu-
dents killed by a gunman 
at Michigan State 

University in February.
“This is not a political 

thing, this is a public 
health crisis,” said Trustee 
Colleen Worden, an assis-
tant prosecuting attorney 
in Macomb County. “And 
that hit home tragically 
with Arielle and Brian.”

Vice President Lisa 
Papas noted there are 
“lots of awareness days 
and colors for this and 
that, but the day comes 
and goes” with no change. 
She suggested it might be 
more impactful if the dis-
trict established a scholar-
ship fund commemorating 
Anderson and Fraser in 
cooperation with their 
families.

Papas was the target of 
a failed recall petition ear-

lier this year that noted 
she was the only board 
member to vote “no” last 
year on a resolution sup-
porting safe gun storage.

At one point a woman in 
the audience interrupted 
board discussion by stand-
ing up and shouting, “Do 
you want to get shot at 
school?” at a group of 
Grosse Pointe North High 
School students, to which 
they responded, “No,” 
with the question and 
answer being repeated 
several times, each louder 
than the last.

The resolution eventu-
ally passed 6-1, with Jeup 
the lone dissenter.

National Gun Violence 
Awareness Day started as 
a remembrance of Hidiya 
Pendleton, a high school 
student shot and killed in 
Chicago in 2013, in a case 
of a mistaken gang rivalry.

Supporters wear orange 
the first Friday in June, 
noting it is a color of safety 
and that hunters and high-
way workers wear the 
color and life jackets also 
are orange.

BoE approves gun violence resolution
By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

University Liggett 
School seniors will pres-
ent independent research 
projects during the 
Celebration of Research, 
which is open to the public 
7 to 9 p.m. Tuesday, May 
30, through Thursday, 
June 1.

The Academic Research 
Project is the cornerstone 
of a University Liggett 
School education and the 
culmination of nearly two 
years of research on a cho-
sen topic. Students will 
showcase everything from 
artwork, science experi-
ments, fi lms and creative 
writing to presentations 
about economics, sports, 
mental health and history. 

Each night of the 
Celebration of Research 
begins with a lecture or 
fi lm series for an hour, fol-
lowed by poster and gal-
lery presentations in 
common areas and work-

shops in various class-
rooms.

“The program this year 
resembles that of a confer-
ence in which participants 
can choose a platform to 
learn about all sorts of 
interesting topics,” said 
Shernaz Minwalla, head 
of  Upper  School . 
“Members of the commu-
nity can enjoy a different 
experience each night.”

For their projects, stu-
dents developed a 
research question, then 
designed and carried out a 
research plan over the 
course of three semesters, 
culminating in a major 
research paper and pre-
sentation of their fi ndings. 

Students worked with 
mentors at area universi-
ties, health systems and 
corporations, while others 
work with out-of-state 
mentors and experts 
around the world.

Celebration of Research 
showcases ULS seniors’ 
Academic Research Projects
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The Grosse Pointe 
Foundation for Public 
Education will host its 
popular annual spring 
benefit beginning at 6 
p.m. Thursday, June 1, at 
the Grosse Pointe Yacht 
Club. This year’s benefi t 
theme is “Experience the 
Impact,” highlighting the 
direct impact the GPFPE 
and its supporters have 
had on the Grosse Pointe 
Public School System 
since its inception in 
2006, with more than 
$4.1 million and counting 
donated to the schools. 

The event is the foun-
dation’s largest annual 
fundraiser, allowing the 
organization to support 
its biannual and Social 
E m o t i o n a l 
Encouragement and 
Development, or SEED, 
grants. The evening will 
include cocktails on the 
lakefront, a sit-down din-

ner and live auction. 
“Spring benefit is an 

important part of our 
year,” said GPFPE 
President Cynthia Sohn. 
“Not only does it give us 
a chance to celebrate and 
refl ect with our amazing 
donor community, but it 
is also one of the most 
critical pieces of our fun-
draising. 

“This year’s theme — 
‘Experience the Impact’ 
— will be especially 
memorable because we 
are going to bring a few 
of our grant recipients to 
the event, allowing our 
guests to directly experi-
ence the difference the 
GPFPE makes in our 
school district.” 

This year’s honorary 
chairs, Mary Ann and 
Bob Bury of Grosse 
Pointe Park, know a lot 
about the impact of the 
GPFPE. Both are well 

known throughout the 
Grosse Pointe and 
Detroit communities, 
with leadership and vol-
unteer positions at count-
less  cu l tura l  and 
nonprofi t organizations. 
Bob Bury is a past presi-
dent of the GPFPE. 

“Mary Ann and I are 
thrilled to be this year’s 
honorary chairs because 
this organization and the 
school system, where our 
daughter went for kin-
dergarten through high 
school  graduat ion, 
means so much to us,” he 
said. “We are especially 
looking forward to the 
live auction because the 
bidding is always lively 
and the auction packages 
have something for 
everyone.” 

The live auction will 
feature several items, 
including a northern 
Michigan tour featuring 

some of the area’s best 
resorts; a private wine 
tasting party; an immer-
sive learn-to-sail experi-
ence on Lake St. Clair 
and much more. There 
also will be a wine pull 
and paddle raise, with all 
of the funds going toward 
the GPFPE’s mission of 
providing extraordinary 
opportunities for the 
GPPSS community. 

“ E x p e r i e n c e  t h e 
Impact” spring benefit 
sponsors include:

G o l d  S p o n s o r s : 
Lifetime Orthodontics; 
and Ann and Jim 
Nicholson;

Valet Sponsor: Henry 
Ford Health System; 

S i l ver  Sponsors : 
A z i m u t h  C a p i t a l 
Management; Ed Rinke 
Chevrolet Buick GMC; 
J.P. Morgan Private 
Bank; Beth and Joe 
Moran; and Wolverine 

Packing Company;
Bronze Sponsors: 

Ascension St. John 
Foundation; Cam’s BP 
Mack & Rivard; edmund 
t .  AHEE Jewelers; 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
Maintenance Engineers, 
Inc.; Fisher Pointe 
Dental; MHB Custom 
Construct ion,  LLC; 
Plante Moran CRESA; 
Rhino Commercia l 
Painting; Rothis Law PC; 
and Wolfson Bolton 
Kochis, PLLC; 

Nickel  Sponsors : 
American House Grosse 
Pointe at Cottage; 
Children’s Foundation; 
Domzalski Ciaramitaro 
Insurance Agency; 
French Associates, Inc.; 
the Sarah and William 
Gough family; Legacy 
Wealth Management 
Group of Wells Fargo 
Advisors; Miller Canfi eld 
P L C ;  N o v a 

Environmental; and 
Ricco Security, Inc. 

For a complete list of 
sponsors or to become a 
sponsor, join the host 
committee or purchase 
tickets, visit gpfpe.org or 
contact Karen Lawrence 
at (313) 432-3058 or law-
renk@gpschools.org. 

The Grosse Pointe 
Foundation for Public 
Education is an indepen-
dent, not-for-profi t orga-
nization with the mission 
of funding extraordinary 
educational opportuni-
ties for the students of 
the Grosse Pointe Public 
School System. Since 
2006, the GPFPE has pro-
vided more than $4.1 mil-
lion in funding to the 
GPPSS, supporting a 
diverse roster of pro-
grams and projects at 
every school and every 
grade level across the 
district.

Foundation’s annual spring benefit is June 1

Each year, high school musical 
stars from across Michigan are 
professionally judged in their 
local productions for the opportu-
nity to compete for outstanding 
lead actor/actress for their perfor-
mance as part of the Sutton Foster 
Awards.

Named for Broadway star and 
Tony winner Sutton Foster, this 
program recognizes individual 
artistry in vocal, dance and acting 
performances, as well as the com-
mitment of Michigan teachers and 
schools to excellence in perform-

ing arts education.
This year, three lead actors 

from Grosse Pointe North’s fall 
production of “Beauty and the 
Beast” were among those students 
nominated — junior Avani Davis 
for her performance as Belle, 
senior Ryan Lutes for his perfor-
mance as the Beast and senior 
Jake Sachs for his performance as 
Gaston.

These three performers were  
invited to participate in a compet-
itive showcase at the Fisher 
Theatre in Detroit Sunday, May 

21.
“Broadway in Detroit” featured 

130 high school students perform-
ing selections from their school 
musicals and a variety of 
Broadway medleys.

Two winners for outstanding 
performer in a leading role were 
selected to compete in the 
National High School Musical 
Theatre Awards. Jillian Armstrong 
from Milford High School and 
Mark Bonney from Detroit School 
of Arts were named Outstanding 
Performers in a Leading Role

North performers nominated 
for Sutton Foster awards

COURTESY PHOTOS

From left, Avani Davis, Jake Sachs and Ryan Lutes

Margaux Flournoy of 
the City of Grosse Pointe 
was named to the spring 
2023 Dean’s List at 
Berry College. She also 
is among 2023 gradu-
ates. She earned a 
Bachelor of Science 
degree in marketing.

◆◆◆
John O’Dell  from 

Grosse Pointe Farms 
was named to the spring 
2023 Dean’s List at Bob 
J o n e s  U n i v e r s i t y . 
O’Dell, who majored in 
molecular biology, also 
graduated this spring 
with a degree in bio-
chemistry.

◆◆◆
Shreya  Rana  o f 

Grosse Pointe Farms 
recently was initiated 
into the High Point 
University Circle of 
Omicron Delta Kappa, 
the National Leadership 
Honor Society.

◆◆◆
City of Grosse Pointe 

resident Emily S. Reed
and Grosse Pointe Farms 
resident Elizabeth M. 
Becker were named to 
the spring semester 
Chancellor’s Honor Roll 
at the University of 
Tennessee and Martin. 

◆◆◆
George D. Burke of 

Grosse Pointe Farms 
recent ly  earned a 
Bachelor of Science 
degree in political sci-

ence and philosophy 
from The University of 
Scranton.

PRIDE OF 
THE POINTES

John O’Dell

Emily Reed

George D. Burke
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THE GROSSE POINTES 
— The Park spends a 
greater percentage — 
59.87 — of its general 
fund budget on public 
safety than any other 
Pointe.

It also employs the 
second-most public 
safety offi cers.

Figures come from the 
fi ve cities’ latest munici-
pal budgets and public 
sa fe ty  depar tment 
annual reports available 
on their respective web-
sites.

Given that  some 
reports are from the cur-
rent fi scal year and oth-
ers  from the one 
forthcoming, compari-
sons may veer into 
apples-to-oranges mode.

As Park Councilman 
Tom Caulfi eld said dur-
ing the May 8 council 
meeting, “You can’t 

compare.”
Nevertheless, such 

similarities and differ-
ences between the cities 
can be both revealing 
and deceptive.

Grosse Pointe Shores, 
for example, has the 
smallest force among 
the Pointes. Yet, its 15 
offi cers are the most per 

capita, at one per every 
200 residents, of the sis-
ter jurisdictions.

The Farms spends the 
lowest percentage (36.8 
percent) on public 
safety, but has the most 
officers, 36, including 
four specialists that 
operate fi re trucks and 
free up PSOs at fire 

scenes.
Roster totals include 

department directors, 
who often patrol their 
cities.

Shores Chief Ken 
Werenski spent part of 
last Thursday telling two 
f i shermen on  the 
Lakeshore breakwall 
they can cast their lines 
anywhere they want, 
anywhere in the world, 
except on the Lakeshore 
breakwall.

During the Park’s 
busy May 5, during 
which one of two home 
invas ions  sparked 
deployment of  the 
Grosse Pointe-Harper 
Woods special response 
team to make an arrest 
in Detroit, Park Chief 

Bryan Jarrell deployed 
himself to investigate a 
suspicious person on 
Charlevoix.

Retired Farms Chief 
Dan Jenson sacrificed 
Hugo Boss suits by 
going hands-on at fire 
scenes.

During the May 8 Park 
council meeting, City 
Manager Nick Sizeland 
mistakenly said 76 per-
cent of next fi scal year’s 
general fund budget is 
spent on public safety. 
He corrected himself 
later, explaining the fi g-
ure was overstated 
because it included pen-
sion costs.

The chart, left, simpli-
f i e s  c o m p a r i s o n s 
between the fi ve Pointes.
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weekly gift cards. 
Be sure to pick up your 

fishing gear, bait and 
tackle at Lakeside Fishing 
Shop, which provides the 

newspaper’s fishing 
reports, as well as gift 
cards and rod-and-reel 
combos that two lucky 
winners will receive. Last 
but not least, Whistle 
Stop Hobby & Toy has 
donated $25 gift cards for 
a few lucky winners. 

New this year from an 
anonymous donor who 
loves fi shing, electronic 
prizes will be among 
those the kids will be 
sure to love, including a 
Bluetooth speaker ($150 
value), a PC gaming 
mouse ($129 value), 

wireless mouse ($30 
value), Bluetooth key-
board ($50 value) and 
Yeti microphone ($129 
value).

D o n ’ t  f o r g e t : 
Subscribing to the 
Grosse Pointe News has 
its perks. Participants 

must have an adult sub-
scriber in the household 
to enter this contest. 
Subscribe online at 
grossepointenews.com 
or call (313) 882-6900. 
See complete rules 
online at grossepointe
news.com/fi shing

FISHING:
Continued from page 3A

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — City council 
unanimously approved its 
2023-24 fi scal year budget 
Monday, May 15, with to-
tal spending at $41.6 mil-
lion, roughly $100,000 
less than the current bud-
get.

The operating millage 
remains unchanged at 
12.9269, with an overall 
millage rate — including 
solid waste, public rela-
tions and road debt — 
remaining at 16.9560 
mills.

That will raise $14.6 
million in property taxes 

for operating revenue, a 9 
percent increase over the 
2022-23 fi scal year bud-
get.

A mill is $1 in taxes for 
every $1,000 in taxable 
value on a property. Part 
of the reason for the 
increase in collections is 
the city’s taxable value 
went up 7 percent, to 
$861 million. Under 
Michigan law, taxable 
value can only increase 
by 5 percent or the rate of 
inflation, whichever is 
lower. This is the first 
time since Proposal A 
passed in 1994 that the 5 
percent threshold has 
been reached.

General fund spending 

is set at $16.7 million, up 
about $324,000. The larg-
est expenses there are 
public safety, public 
works and parks and rec-
reation.

The city is planning to 
spend around $380,000 
on upgrades at Chene-
Trombley Park. 

City Administrator 
Frank Schulte said life-
guards at Lake Front 
Park will receive a $1 an 
hour raise to $11 as a way 
to attract and retain them.

“We’ve got about 65 to 
70 lifeguards and we used 
to give bonuses based on 
how many hours they 
worked,” he said. “We 
consolidated that money 

in order to give raises.”
Some $425,000 has 

been budgeted for a 
splash pad at the park, 
b u t  T r e a s u r e r -
Comptroller Shawn 
Murphy said bids are 
expected to come in 
below that, primarily 
because it can be built to 
tie into the existing water 
system at the pool.

Public safety will see 
an increase of about 
$300,000. Part of that is 
due to a grant the Grosse 
Pointe Public School 
System received to fund 
a school resource offi cer 
at Grosse Pointe North 
High School, with the 
district paying the city 

for 75 percent of the 
position and the city cov-
ering the other 25 per-
cent.

A transfer of about 
$300,000 from the local 
street fund to the major 
street fund will go toward 
a $2.8 million project to 
install a new water main 
and resurface Roslyn 
Road.

Some $989,000 will be 
taken from the city’s $6.9 
million general fund bal-
ance and be spread 
across the budget to 
avoid a defi cit. The fund 
balance stands at 45 per-
cent of obligations, more 
than twice the amount 
recommended by the 

Government Finance 
Offi cers Association.

The  Mi lk  R iver 
Drainage tax, to be levied 
this winter, stands at 
4.6912 mills, which will 
raise $3.7 million. The 
Woods is responsible for 
60 percent of the system’s 
operations and mainte-
nance cost, and 51 per-
cent and 36 percent, 
respectively, of two state 
revolving fund loans.

“We’re by far the big-
gest user,” Public Works 
Director Jim Kowalski 
said. “We have a com-
bined sanitary and storm 
sewer system, so we send 
everything through 
there.”

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

Woods budget largely unchanged

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — Despite Farms 
council approving a 
0.25-mill decrease as part 
of its annual budget dis-
cussion earlier this 
month, the average resi-
dence still will see an ap-
proximately $118 in-
crease thanks to the rate 
of infl ation bringing tax-
able value increases. 

Bringing the total tax 
rate for fi scal year 2023-
24 to 16.4655 mills, this 
maintains the Farms’ 
standing as the lowest 
tax rate among the fi ve 
Pointes. 

While the city’s budget 
and audit committee con-
sidered as much as a 0.5-

m i l l  d e c r e a s e  t o 
somewhat balance out 
the infl ationary increase, 
negotiations ultimately 
settled on 0.25 mills, 
explained Lev Wood, 
councilman and chair of 
the budget and audit 
committee.

“The second reason we 
wanted to have a tax 
reduction is we were 
looking a little forward,” 
he added. “The future 
has us being engaged in 
a very important sewer 
separation project. It’s 
going to be extremely 
expensive. We’re going 
to have to pay that 
through a small tax 
increase and it was our 
committee’s feeling that 
we wanted to lesson that 
blow for the future for 

our residents.”
With a $614,000 

increase in property tax 
revenue — as the city 
only receives 33 percent 
of resident taxes — gen-
eral fund revenue is 
anticipated to increase 
1.5 percent from the cur-
rent year to $18,895,140, 
which is equal to the 
planned general fund 
expenditures. 

“We’re anticipating 
just under $4.7 million in 
fund balance at the end 
of June 2023, which will 
be 24.9 percent of our 
proposed  budget , ” 
F i n a n c e  D i r e c t o r /
Treasurer/Controller Tim 
Rowland said, “which is 
right in line with the 
city’s fund balance policy 
and it means we’re keep-

ing the appropriate 
amount of money on 
hand, while putting the 
city’s tax dollars to 
work.”

Including $1.2 million 
in grants for seawall 
repairs and $478,880 in 
American Rescue Plan 
Act funds, $3.1 million is 
allocated toward capital 
projects  and spl i t 
between:

 ◆ the sidewalk repair 
program, $50,000;

 ◆ technology, office 
equipment and furniture, 
$93,000;

 ◆ public safety and 
public works vehicles, in-
cluding contributions to-
ward future replace-
ments, $757,880;

 ◆ improvements at Pier 
Park, city hall and the 

public works department, 
$555,000;

 ◆ seawall repairs, $1.2 
million;

 ◆ and Mack Avenue 
streetscape improve-
ments, $500,000.

Of $3,770,950 going 
toward road projects 
next fiscal year, about 
$1.8 million is garnered 
from the road millage, 
with approximately $1.2 
million incoming from 
Act 51 state funding. 

For its legacy costs, the 
city will pay an estimated 
$1.1 million toward 
health care premiums 
next fi scal year, as well 
as an additional $300,000 
toward its long-term lia-
bility.

With $767,306 of 
required contributions to 

be put toward pension 
costs, the city also will 
make additional contri-
butions of $475,000.

While the Farms will 
be paying nearly $1.5 
million toward debt ser-
vice payments next fi scal 
year, it also will see the 
2014 Pier Park refunding 
bond and 2014 refunding 
water bond mature in 
2024. However, that also 
is when principal pay-
ments on a 2015 water 
improvement bond will 
kick in. 

“We’ll see a bigger 
decrease in the debt pay-
ment in 2026, when the 
harbor payments fall 
off,” Rowland noted. 

Council approved the 
recycling and water and 
sewer rates 6-0, with 
C o u n c i l m a n  J o h n 
Gillooly absent, during 
the May council meet-
ing. 

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Taxes going up despite mill decrease 

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Pointe public safety comparisons
 City Farms Park Shores Woods

Land Area, Square Miles 1.06 2.73 2.17 1.11 3.24

2010 Population 5,421 9,479 11,555 3,008 16,135

 23 36 28 15 26

Per Capita Officers 235 263 350 200 620

% Budget for PSD 55.3 36.8 59.87 43.57 43.52

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Nearly $10,000 in re-
pairs are being made to the 
Jefferson sidewalk in front 
of city hall.

Members of the city 
council Monday, May 8, 
approved a $9,230 con-
tract with Asphalt Control 
Corp., to replace concrete 
in the target area.

“The concrete walkway 
in front of city hall facing 
Jefferson between the city 
hall driveway and the 
pump station driveway 
has various tripping haz-
ard concerns that need 
correction,” Tom Jenny, 
head of Park public works, 
wrote in a report to coun-
cil. “Asphalt Control has 
completed various jobs for 
the city. Their quality of 
work is highly recom-
mended for this job.”

The company’s bid doc-
uments indicate the 
removal and replacement 
of 580 square feet of con-
crete.

—Brad Lindberg

Lower Jefferson 
sidewalk repairs

Mack Alger Firestone
22025 Greater Mack Ave.

St. Clair Shores

052523

NO INTEREST IF PAID IN FULL WITHIN 6 MONTHS
See store for details.

COMPLETE AUTO CARE
Diagnostic Testing 

Certifi ed Mechanics

586-771-7050
www.Mackalgertire.com

051823
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TO VOTE ONLINE:
Visit grossepointenews.com/best

Ballots will be available in the May 25, June 1 and June 8
print editions of the Grosse Pointe News. 

Completed ballots must be received by deadline and can be
dropped off in person or mailed to:

GPN Best of the Best
16980 Kercheval Place, Grosse Pointe, MI 48230

For more information,
 see contest rules online at

grossepointenews.com/best/rules
or call (313) 882-6900.

BEST
BEST

of the

20        23     

VOTE!
IT’S TIME TO
CELEBRATE
ALL THAT MAKES
GROSSE POINTE

SO GREAT

From bars and restaurants to gift shops, boutiques and health services 
and so much more, our Grosse Pointe is truly amazing in every way. It’s 

time for our annual poll — and we need your vote. Choose who deserves 
the distinguished honor in each category. Vote online or by mail and watch 

for the upcoming winners to see who will be Best of the Best.

VOTING DEADLINE: June 8, 2023
Winners will be announced 

in the July 20 issue of the Grosse Pointe News.

FOOD & DRINKS

Best Bakery 

Best Burger 

Best Coffee

Best Craft Beer 

Best Dining Venue for a Date 

Best Italian Fare 

Best Juice Shop

Best Mexican Fare 

Best Outdoor Dining 

Best Pizza 

Best Salad 

Best Seafood

Best Sushi

Best Waterfront Dining 

Best Wedding Venue

Best Wine List

RETAIL & SERVICES

Best Auction House 

Best Barber 

Best Classic Women’s Fashion  

Best Dentist 

Best Dermatologist

Best Family Doctor 

Best Fitness Class and Workout 

Best Florist 

Best Grosse Pointe Style Fashion 

Best Hair Salon

Best Jewelry Appraisal

Best Landscape Services

Best Made in Michigan Gift 

Best Orthodontist

Best Outdoor Gear & Clothing 

Best Place to Buy Children’s Clothing

Best Place to Buy a Diamond

Best Place to Buy a Hostess Gift 

Best Place to Buy a Wedding Gift 

Best Pet Grooming Services

Best Private Club

Best Trendy Fashion 

Best Toy Shop 

Best Urgent Care

Will 
YOUR 

favorites be 
winners?

VOTE FOR YOUR FAVORITE PLACES...
WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU

2023 CATEGORIES

FOOD & DRINKS

Best Bakery _____________________________________________________

Best Burger _____________________________________________________

Best Coffee______________________________________________________

Best Craft Beer __________________________________________________

Best Dining Venue for a Date _____________________________________

Best Italian Fare _________________________________________________

Best Juice Shop__________________________________________________

Best Mexican Fare _______________________________________________

Best Outdoor Dining _____________________________________________

Best Pizza _______________________________________________________

Best Salad  ______________________________________________________

Best Seafood ____________________________________________________

Best Sushi ______________________________________________________

Best Waterfront Dining __________________________________________

Best Wedding Venue______________________________________________

Best Wine List  __________________________________________________

RETAIL & SERVICES

Best Auction House ______________________________________________

Best Barber _____________________________________________________

Best Classic Women’s Fashion  ___________________________________

Best Dentist _____________________________________________________

Best Dermatologist_______________________________________________

Best Family Doctor ______________________________________________

Best Fitness Class and Workout __________________________________

Best Florist _____________________________________________________

Best Grosse Pointe Style Fashion _________________________________

Best Hair Salon _________________________________________________

Best Jewelry Appraisal___________________________________________

Best Landscape Services _________________________________________

Best Made in Michigan Gift ______________________________________

Best Orthodontist _______________________________________________

Best Outdoor Gear & Clothing ___________________________________

Best Place to Buy Children’s Clothing_____________________________

Best Place to Buy a Diamond  ____________________________________

Best Place to Buy a Hostess Gift __________________________________

Best Place to Buy a Wedding Gift _________________________________

Best Pet Grooming Services______________________________________

Best Private Club________________________________________________

Best Trendy Fashion ____________________________________________

Best Toy Shop __________________________________________________

Best Urgent Care________________________________________________

2023 CATEGORIES

BEST
BEST

of the

20        23     

HOW TO ENTER:
1. Enter one name for each category with a Grosse Pointe area busi-
ness you think should be named this year’s Best of the Best. We’d
love for you to fill in every category, but feel free to enter only the 
ones you want to write in. Fill in your name and contact info below.

2. Mail in this completed ballot or hand-deliver it to the Grosse 
Pointe News offices in the Village. Must be received by deadline.
Drop off in person or mail to:

Grosse Pointe News
16980 Kercheval Place
Grosse Pointe, MI 48230

DEADLINE for voting is midnight on June 8, 2023.
Winners will be announced in the July 20 issue of the Grosse Pointe News.
(Ballots will be available in the May 25, June 1 and June 8 print editions of the ((
Grosse Pointe News.)

Join the fun!

TO VOTE ONLINE OR SEE CONTEST RULES:
Visit grossepointenews.com/best

Call for information at (313) 882-6900.

Your name _____________________________________
Address _______________________________________ 
City/ZIP ______________________________________
Phone ________________________________________
Email _______________________________________

OFFICIAL 
2023
BALLOT
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Before Stu Dow could 
even begin to refl ect on 45 
years of coaching soccer 
at the Neighborhood 
Club, the Grosse Pointe 
Farms resident was quick 
to acknowledge two men 
he called “giants of Grosse 
Pointe soccer.”

They are Jean-Claude 
Elie, who founded the 
Grosse Pointe Soccer 
Association in the 1970s 
and earned the nickname 
“The Godfather of 
Soccer,” and John Bruce, 
who was the executive 
d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e 
Neighborhood Club from 
1971 to 2011. Elie, Dow 
said, introduced soccer to 
Grosse Pointe and Bruce 
introduced girls soccer to 
Grosse Pointe.

“My activities couldn’t 
have happened without 
those two men,” he added.

Now, after 45 years, 
Dow is bracing for retire-
ment from a sport he 
knew nothing about when 
he fi rst volunteered. His 
lengthy coaching career 
likely would not have hap-
pened without his daugh-
ters, Sarah Dow Reimers 
and Laura Coon.

“It started with Sarah, 
my oldest,” Dow said. “I 
went to her fi rst game and 
there was no coach, so I 
went out and helped. I 
didn’t know anything 
about soccer, but I helped 
a referee who did. After 
that fi rst game, I went to 
the library and got a 
bunch of books on soc-
cer.”

Subsequent practices 
and games helped him 
pick up a thing or two.

“Every game the girls 
played, I learned some-
thing,” Dow recalled. “We 
fi nished that fi rst season 
thanks to John Bruce. In 
the spring, I went to 
Grosse Pointe Soccer, 
where they played coed, 
and I learned some more. 
Then, my younger daugh-
ter, Laura, became 
involved.”

As Dow became more 
schooled in coaching soc-
cer, girls’ interest in the 
sport also began to grow. 

In one year, two teams 
became four and from 
there, “it exploded,” Dow 
said. “Grosse Pointe girls 
soccer thrived. It was 
started on the shoulders 
of giants and continued 
with the help of many par-
ents.”

According to Bruce, 
Dow put great effort into 
establishing and growing 
the girls soccer program.

“Stu made it his passion 
in life,” Bruce said. “In the 
late ’70s, early ’80s, he 
established not only a 
community program, but 
he made sure it was a 
community program that 
connected with the travel 
programs available. I have 
the utmost respect not 
only for his leadership, 
but for how he related to 
the kids and put youth 
sports in the context so 
that it can enhance any 
family, any child’s life.

“He wanted to make 
sure young people had the 
most opportunities to play 
some kind of sport and 
soccer was that sport,” he 
added. “I can’t imagine 
any other person in 
Grosse Pointe doing this. 
His impact on girls and 
women through soccer is 
incomprehensible and 
priceless.”

The beginning
Reflecting on her 

father’s coaching career, 
Sarah Dow Reimers was 
reminded of a quote from 
a u t h o r  F r e d e r i c k 
Buechner: “Vocation is 

the place where our deep 
gladness meets the 
world’s deep need.”

“There’s always going 
to be a need for people to 
invest in young people,” 
she said. “Coaching soc-
cer always brought my 
dad deep joy. The trick is 
to have your calling line 
up with the right need, 
then it’s magic.

“… This all started with 
a need,” she added. “The 
Neighborhood Club 
needed someone to raise 
their hand and Dad 
always was a hand-raiser. 
It started as a need, but it 
quickly became clear that 
it was also his calling — 
becoming a coach and 
investing in kids’ lives. It 
kept him going all these 
years.”

“He started coaching to 

spend time with us, me 
and my sister, and help 
us in learning something 
new,” Laura Coon said. 
“Dad was a lifelong 
learner. … His favorite 
line for these 6-, 7-, 
8-year-old kids was, ‘Do 
you know how to speak 
Japanese?’ They’d say no. 
He’d tell them, ‘Don’t say 
no; say not yet. You can 
learn anything.’ He was 
always about being life-
long learners.”

Dow’s love for coach-
ing began with Dow 
Reimers’ participation 
and was passed on to 
Coon, now a mom of fi ve, 
who has coached all of 
her sons’ soccer teams.

“When my sister first 
started playing, he 
brought me on as his 
manager. I was 7 or 8,” 

Coon said. “… I have 
vivid memories of being 
8, 9, 10, and sitting with 
Dad talking about line-
ups. He would include me 
and take in my opinion. 
That is literally what I’m 
doing now with my kin-
dergartner and his team. 
It brings back so many 
fun memories.”

While Dow Reimers 
was an A-level player, 
Coon was better suited to 
being a coach or referee.

“Laura came to me and 
said, ‘Dad, I’m the worst 
one on my team,’” Dow 
refl ected, “but she wanted 
to keep that connection 
with me, so we took a ref-
ereeing class together.”

Coon, however, told 
her father she couldn’t 
referee with him, because 
she wouldn’t get the 
experience she needed, 
so while she reffed, he 
coached.

“I’m so grateful for that 
training,” Coon said. “He 
was so sad when I told 
him he couldn’t ref with 
me. I loved that job and 
the connection it gave me 
to Grosse Pointe.”

Even now when Coon 
visits her father, he lights 
up when she asks him 
soccer advice.

“I’ll say, ‘I need a drill 
to teach them how to 
trap,’ and he’ll say, ‘Use 
this drill or this drill,’” she 
said. “Soccer is some-
thing Dad and I still 
share. It’s such a source 
of joy in his life. It’s the 
thing he most looks for-
ward to other than being 
with family.”

Helping hands
For a time, Dow 

coached travel teams, 
then decided to stay 
closer to home when his 
children started having 
children of their own.

“So I went back to 
coaching house for the 
Neighborhood Club,” he 
said. “It’s been a wonder-
ful career coaching 
house. … This year is my 
45th year and my final 
year. I decided it was 
time to turn it over to the 
younger generation.”

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Coach calling it a career after 45 years
Giving thanks

 ◆ “The gift Stu Dow has 
given to Grosse Pointe over 
many, many years, the lives 
he’s touched, the experi-
ences he’s created for 
those girls. He created two 
generations of women 
who have changed our 
world. What better legacy 
can a person leave? His im-
pact will continue to infl u-
ence future generations.”
— John Bruce, former exec-
utive director, 
Neighborhood Club

 ◆ “Stu has been so helpful 
to the Neighborhood Club, 
coaching, helping put 
teams together, teaching 
clinics. It’s amazing, his 
dedication to the 
Neighborhood Club. He’s a 
tremendous asset. We’re 
lucky to have him here all 
these years.”
— Kevin Zizio, facilities 
manager, Neighborhood 
Club

 ◆ “Stu’s levelheadedness, 
calming infl uence, ability to 
make sure doors were al-
ways open made him, in 
my mind, a community idol 
in sports.

 ◆ “Stu, thank you. We are a 
strong community be-
cause of what you brought 
to it, particularly what 
you’ve brought to girls.”
— Don Lindow, president, 
Neighborhood Club Board 
of Trustees

 ◆ “Thank you, Stu Dow, for 
your years of commitment 
to our boys and girls soccer 
program at the 
Neighborhood Club. Your 
35-plus years of being a 
volunteer coach and pro-
gram coordinator for our 
girls soccer program is very 
much appreciated. Your 
generosity is un-
matched. Your support and 
kindness will always be re-
membered. I can’t thank 
you enough. Words cannot 
express what you’ve 
meant to girls soccer and 
in the Grosse Pointe com-
munity.”
— Jim Troyer, recreation 
manager, Neighborhood 
Club

Dow, second 
from right, 
with a recent 
soccer squad.

PHOTOS 
COURTESY OF 

MATT MONTAGNE

Stu Dow with his fi rst travel soccer team, circa 1980.

PHOTO COURTESY OF JOHN BRUCE

Dow during soccer practice in 2020. See COACH, page 8B

18000 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe, MI 48230ssir.com 313.888.8800

WE'VE MOVED

052523

Integrity. Heritage. Lifestyle.

20  Top Producer at Higbie Maxon Agney. 

313-886-3400
jrt@jrturnbull.com

higbiemaxon.com

Jaime Rae Turnbull

248-672-2020



Bittersweet is one way 
to describe the 10th anni-
versary of Kevin’s Song, 
a charitable organization 
dedicated to raising 
awareness of the causes 
of suicide, its prevalence 
in society and possible 
preventive measures.

The nonprofit was 
formed by Gail and John 
Urso two months after 
their son, Kevin, died of 
suicide in 2013. 

“It’s really remarkable 
and also sobering when I 
realize that 10 years ago, 
we lost our son in March,” 
G a i l  U r s o  s a i d . 
“Sometimes it seems like 
it was yesterday and 
sometimes it seems like a 
long time ago.

“To think this organi-
zation has not just sur-
vived, but thrived over 10 
years is remarkable.”

For the past decade, 
Kevin’s Song has fulfi lled 
its mission through offer-
ing an annual confer-
ence, developing a 
website that offers sup-
port and resources and, 
in doing so, has helped 
countless loved ones of 
those who have died of 
suicide, as well as survi-
vors of suicide attempts 
and their families. 

For her efforts, Urso 
recently was awarded the 
2023 Loss Survivor 
A w a r d  f r o m  t h e 
American Association of 
Suicidology. The award 
is presented to survivors 
of suicide who transform 
the trauma of their loss 
into suicide prevention 
efforts and/or survivor 
support.

“Due to her extraordi-
nary commitment to sup-
porting other families, 
Gail stands out among 
the many courageous 
and generous loss survi-
vors active in our com-
munity,” AAS President 
and  CEO Leeann 
Sherman said. “We are 
happy to present her with 
this prestigious award.”

Urso said she knew she 
had been nominated and 
learned just a few days 
before the conference 

she had won.
“It was quite a thrill,” 

she said. “I’ve been going 
every year since Kevin’s 
Song was founded. 
People from all over the 
country working in sui-
cide prevention go. I 
remember people receiv-
ing these awards. I felt 
very honored.

“What struck me the 
most in my winning is 
that this is not so much 
about me, but about 
Kevin’s Song,” she 
added. “This is a national 
award, which means 
Kevin’s Song is receiving 
national attention.”

Longtime Kevin’s Song 
board member Leo 
Nouhan nominated Urso, 
providing numerous let-
ters of support along with 
the nomination. Such let-
ters were written by Dr. 
Thomas Joiner, who has 
spoken at the Kevin’s 
Song conference every 
year, as well as Dr. Bart 
Andrews, both national 
experts in suicidology. 

“As I said that night, 
it’s so much more than 
my award,” Urso said. 
“I’m not being modest. 
My husband, John, has 

been a part of this from 
the beginning. Our sons, 
Brian and Justin, have 
also been very supportive 
and engaged with Kevin’s 
Song. There are board 
members who are still on 
the board who were there 
when we were figuring 
out what we were going 
to do. There’s a lot of 
commitment from board 
members, advisors, peo-
ple who are very knowl-
edgable in the field of 
suicide prevention who 
have guided us along the 
way. I’m thrilled to 
receive it, but it belongs 
to many.”

The fi rst 10 years
Urso cannot refl ect on 

the early days of Kevin’s 
Song without refl ecting 
on the event that gave 
rise to the organization. 

“When Kevin died, we 

had no idea suicide was a 
possibility,” she said. 
“Kevin suffered from 
some depression. He 
lived in Florida. We had 
just seen him a couple 
months before he died. 
After he died, we began 
to understand suicide is a 
public health crisis. The 
year he died, 45,000 
other people died of sui-
cide in the U.S.

“We were shocked,” 
she continued. “We 
thought we were fairly 
educated, well-informed 
people … but we had no 
idea suicide was a possi-
bility. Kevin died in 
March. In May there was 
a Newsweek cover story 
called ‘The Suicide 
Epidemic.’ It was a long 
article about suicide. We 
thought, ‘If we didn’t 
know this, a lot of other 
people didn’t know this.’

“At his memorial ser-
vice, we talked openly 
that he died by suicide. 
People were coming up 
to us in the church. One 
woman said, ‘My father 
died of suicide 30 years 
ago and no one ever 
acknowledged it.’ … I 
knew that by talking 
about it, by being open 
about it, it would help 
other people feel more 
comfortable — because 
there’s a stigma around 
it.”

Urso said people often 
don’t know how common 
suicide is, nor do they 
know what signs to look 
for.

“In hindsight, there 
were some signs with 
Kevin,” she said. “We 
didn’t know the signs. 
We said, ‘Let’s fi nd a way 
to spread the word.’

“When we founded 
Kevin’s Song, one of our 
fi rst goals was to have a 
conference with media 
attention and experts, to 
bring all the nonprofi ts 
that work in this field 
together in one place,” 
she said. 

In just three years, the 
Ursos debuted the 
Kevin’s Song Conference 
on Suicide, which now 
has grown into a three-
day event. While the fi rst 
two days are geared 
toward school employ-
ees, mental health pro-
fessionals, clergy, first 
responders and other 
pro fess iona l s ,  the 
Saturday portion is for 
loss survivors.

“It’s a different audi-
ence,” she said.

Hundreds of attendees 
spend the weekend at the 
conference, which takes 
place each January in 
Plymouth. The pandemic 
did little to slow their 
efforts, as the Saturday 
survivor event went vir-
tual with help from 
Detroit Public Television. 

“In one day we had 
5,000 people following 
the Saturday session on 
Facebook Live,” Urso 
said. “This year, the 
Saturday portion was 
also live-streamed. It’s 
just an amazing presen-
tation.”

Apart from creating a 
conference, other early 
goals included creating a 
website that would be a 
resource, as well as mak-
ing a film. In 2016, 
Kevin’s Song released a 
documentary with fi lm-
maker Keith Famie called 
“Death is Not the 
Answer,” which was well 
received after airing on 
Detroit Public Television.

“Since then we’ve done 
a number of films and 
documentaries that are 
on our website,” Urso 
said. “‘We Need To Talk’ 
is about suicide preven-
tion in schools. 

“We came up with 
goals in the very begin-
ning, but I don’t think we 
realized how much it was 
needed,” she added. “We 
immediately got support 
from people in the fi eld. 
I’m extremely grateful 
and thankful.”

To support and further 
its efforts, Kevin’s Song 
hosts an annual gala, 
which this year takes 
place Sept. 21, at The 
Roostertail in Detroit.

“It has become a great 
event,” Urso said. “It’s 
grown so much we have 
to keep moving it. It’s a 
lovely evening.”

Kevin’s Song also 
offers two workshops 
each year, including 
“Understanding Suicide,” 
which takes place next 
month at Grosse Pointe 
Memorial Church.

“We also have a sup-
port group we sponsor 
for loss survivors,” Urso 
said. “We meet virtually 
the first Wednesday of 
the month and in person 
the third Thursday of the 
month at Grosse Pointe 
Memorial Church.”

Meeting information is 
available on the Kevin’s 
Song website, as is infor-
mation about other local 
loss support groups.

“People who have lost 
someone to suicide really 
feel a lot of comfort and 
support by meeting with 
others who have lost 
someone to suicide,” 
Urso said. “It’s a different 
kind of loss. It’s a compli-
cated grief.”

Looking to the next 10 
years and beyond, Urso 
said she and the board 
are searching for an 
executive director to take 
the reins. 

“It has gotten to the 
point where we need that 
person,” she said. “We 
have tremendous sup-
port from volunteers, 
advisors, sponsors, but 
we’ve grown to the point 
where we need an execu-
tive director. And that 
will just lead to more 
growth. We just need to 
fi nd the right person to 
lead us.”

For more information 
about Kevin’s Song, visit 
kevinssong.org.

Concert
The Smoke Jones Band 

will perform at 8 p.m. 
Saturday, May 27, at 
Cornerstone Village Bar 
and Grille, 17315 Mack, 
Cornerstone Village, 
Detroit. Cover charge is 
$15. Call (313) 821-4998.

Blood drives
The American Red 

Cross hosts the following 
blood drives:
◆ 11:30 a.m. to 5:30 

p.m. Tuesday, May 30, 
Grosse Pointe Woods 
Presbyterian Church, 
19950 Mack, Grosse 
Pointe Woods.
◆ 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Tuesday, May 30, St. 
Clair Shores Senior 
Center, 20100 Stephens, 
St. Clair Shores.
◆ 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Tuesday ,  June  6 , 
Recreational Authority of 
Roseville & Eastpointe, 

1 8 1 8 5  S y c a m o r e , 
Roseville.
◆  1  to  7  p .m. 

Wednesday, June 7, 
Grosse Pointe Memorial 
Church, 16 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.
◆ Noon to 6 p.m. 

Wednesday, June 7, 
A m e r i c a n  H o u s e 
L a k e s h o r e ,  2 8 8 0 1 
Jefferson, St. Clair 
Shores. 
◆ 1 to 7 p.m. Monday, 

June 12, Tompkins 
Community Center, 
14920 Windmill Pointe, 
Grosse Pointe Park.

Register at redcross
blood.org.

Ford House
The Edsel & Eleanor 

Ford House,  1100 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Shores, offers the follow-
ing programs:
◆ Nooks & Crannies 

guided tours are offered 

at 11 a.m. Tuesdays 
through Sundays until 
May 28. Admission is $18 
for adults, $15 for seniors 
and $9 for children; 
admission for members 
is reduced.
◆ Storytime: “This is 

the Nest That Robin 
Bui l t ,”  10:30 a .m. 
Tuesdays, through May 
30.
◆ 10 Out of 10 Tour, 6 

p .m.  Fr idays  and 
Saturdays, through July 
29. Explore the Ford fam-
ily’s home while learning 
about 10 artifacts. 
Admission fees vary.
◆ 2023 Yoga at Ford 

House, Tuesdays, from 
May to September. Cost 
is $12 for adults, $10 for 
members.
◆ Making it Work tour, 

a look at the employees 
that helped operate the 
Ford estate, 3 p.m. June 1 
to 29. Cost is $18 for 
adults, $9 for ages 6 to 
12; members pay $9 for 
adults, $4.50 for ages 6 to 
12.
◆ Tai Chi for Health, 6 

p.m. Thursdays, June 1, 8 
and 15. Cost is $10 for 
members, $12 for non-
members.
◆ Game Night: Lawn 

Games, 6 p.m. Fridays, 
June 2, July 7 and Aug. 4. 

Cost is $10 for members, 
$12 for nonmembers.
◆ Storytime: “Nothing 

Special,” by Desiree 
Cooper, 10:30 a.m. 
Tuesdays, June 6 to 27.
◆ Making it Work: The 

Staff of Ford House, 7 
p.m. Thursday, June 8, 
with Ford House Director 
of Material Culture Lisa 
E. Worley. Cost is $10 for 
members, $12 for non-
members.
◆ Explorers: Gardens, 

11 a.m. Saturday, June 
10. Cost is $5 per child.

For tickets and infor-
mation, visit fordhouse.
org.

Library
The Grosse Pointe 

Public Library hosts a 
variety of programs. To 
register for the following, 
visit grossepointelibrary.
org.
◆ Appy Hour, 3:30 to 

4:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
May 31, at Ewald, 15175 
E. Jefferson, Grosse 
Pointe Park.
◆ “Your Honor, Your 

Honor:  A Journey 
Through Grief and 
Restorative Justice,” 
book discussion with 
Judge Leonia J. Lloyd, 6 
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By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Nonprofit celebrating 10th anniversary
Kevin’s Song founder honored for suicide prevention work

COURTESY PHOTO

Gail Urso recently was recognized by the American 
Association of Suicidology for her suicide preven-
tion efforts.

AREA ACTIVITIES

See EVENTS, page 8B

Women’s Clothing and Apparel
19794 Mack Ave. Grosse Pointe Woods�

313-821-4494
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@ T H E C O R N E R S T U D I O G P@ T H E C O R N E R S T U D I O G P

L O T H E S & C O MM U N I T YC L O T H E S & C O MM U N I T Y
T T H E C O R N E RA T T H E C O R N E R

Stop by Corner Active & LeisureStop by Corner Active & Leisure
to shop the best selection of men'sto shop the best selection of men's

and women's clothing, shoes &and women's clothing, shoes &
accessories, and more!accessories, and more!
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17133 Kercheval Ave.
Grosse Pointe In the Village

313.882.7256

MEN’S, WOMEN’S & CHILDREN’S 
WEAR FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

05
25

23

17131 Kercheval Ave.
Grosse Pointe In the Village

313.882.7256 • shopvillagepalm.com

A                           Signature Store

New Summer                 Arriving Daily!
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Friedman—Bayer

Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Bayer of Grosse Pointe 
Farms announce the 
engagement of their son, 
Colin R. Bayer, to Sasha 
Beth Friedman, the 
daughter of Shelly S. 
Friedman and Elissa 
Myers of New York City.

The groom earned a 
Bachelor of Engineering 
degree in Material 
Sc ience  f rom the 
University of Michigan 
and a Master of Business 
Administration degree 
from the NYU Stern 
School of Business in 
Manhattan. He works at 
PricewaterhouseCoopers 
in New York City.

The bride grew up in 
t h e  B e r k s h i r e s , 
Massachusetts  and 
attended Berkshire 
Country Day in Lenox, 
Massachusetts, before 
earning a Bachelor of 
Science degree in politi-
cal and environmental 
science from Dickinson 
College. She works at 
Jabra Hearing in New 
York City. 

An October 2023 wed-
ding is planned in Lenox. 
The couple plans to make 

their home in New York 
City.

ENGAGEMENT

Lemanski—Veitenheimer

Hannah Grace Lemanski and Lincoln Veitenheimer were married Saturday, 
March 11, 2023, at the Dallas Arboretum. 

The bride is the daughter of Chris and Stacey Lemanski of Grosse Pointe Park. 
The groom is the son of Russell and Gayle Veitenheimer of Fort Worth, Texas.

WEDDINGS

Bertakis—Meier

Christa Marie Bertakis and Jordan 
Peter Meier were married Saturday, 
May 7, 2022, in Cabo San Lucas, dur-
ing a ceremony offi ciated by the Rev. 
Diego Vidal. A reception followed at 
the Chileno Bay Auberge Resorts 
Collection.

The bride is the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. John N. Bertakis of Grosse Pointe 
Shores. The groom is the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Bruce Meier of Verona, Wis.

The bride wore a long-sleeved sheath 
gown designed by Berta Privee featur-
ing hand-applied lace cuffs, a beaded 
appliqué with pearls and a bateau-style 
neckline. The skirt featured appliqué 
streams and tulle layers throughout. 
The gown was complimented by a 
cathedral-length veil and a bouquet of 
white peonies. The wedding venue was 
dotted with sunset-colored roses in vin-
tage shades and jumbo white orchids.

The bride’s sisters, Marianna 
Bertakis, Alexandra Bertakis and 
Carina Bertakis, served as maids of 
honor. Bridesmaids were her cousin, 
Angela Giorgio; and friends, Alexandra 
Nolting, Natalie Bruton and Dana 
Starr. The bridesmaids wore sandy-
colored Hailey Paige chiffon-layered 
dresses with ruching at the waist and 
strapping detail on the back. They car-
ried bouquets of white roses.

Best man duties were shared by the 
groom’s brothers, Max and Austin 
Meier. Groomsmen were his friends, 
Jordan Armentrout, Adam Burish, 
Ryan Suter, Jake Dowell and Davis 
Drewiske.

The mother of the bride wore an off-

shoulder periwinkle blue satin gown 
with ruching and a sheath bodice fea-
turing a large satin fl ower. The mother 
of the groom wore a pale blue gown 
with fl oral appliqué and a sheer over-
lay.

The bride earned a master’s degree 
in nursing from Michigan State 
University. She is a nurse practitioner 
with Radiance Skin Therapy.

The groom studied at the University 
of Wisconsin-Platteville. He is an entre-
preneur.

The couple honeymooned in Italy. 
They live in Madison, Wis.

Hudson Michael Fekin
Gregory and Jessica Fekin of Warren announce 

the birth of their son, Hudson Michael Fekin, 
Monday, Oct. 24, 2022.

Maternal grandparents are Mr. and Mrs. Michael 
McKenzie of Clinton Township and Mrs. Rose Bucci 
and the late Paul Bucci of Grosse Pointe Park.

Paternal grandparents are Mr. and Mrs. Gregory 
Fekin of Grosse Pointe Park.

BIRTHS
Alice Margaret Casazza

Marisa and Eugene Casazza IV of Grosse Pointe 
Farms announce the birth of their daughter, Alice 
Margaret Casazza, Wednesday, April 19, 2023.

Maternal grandparents are John and Martha 
Hamel of Syracuse, N.Y.

Paternal grandparents are Eugene Casazza III of 
Detroit and Linda Casazza of Harper Woods.

Andriana Lovett
Alicia and Andre Lovett of Detroit announce the 

birth of their daughter, Andriana Lovett, Monday, 
March 13, 2023, at Ascension St. John Hospital.

Paternal grandparents are Ena and Andre Lucci of 
Detroit. Her great-grandmother is JoAnn Thomas of 
Detroit and Great Auntie Dorie of Detroit.

Hudson Michael Fekin

Andriana Lovett

Colin R. Bayer and Sasha Beth Friedman

Christa and Jordan Meier

Lincoln and Hannah Grace Veitenheimer

Singer Laura Rain is no stranger to 
booking music. Her award-winning 
Detroit ensemble Laura Rain and the 
Caesars performs internationally and 
when she started performing locally at 
Cornerstone Village Bar & Grille on 
Mack Avenue, it was evident she had 
helped create a fulfi lling opportunity for 
local business and entertainment. 

Cornerstone Village owner Rokib 
Myles and Rain, both residents of Grosse 
Pointe Woods, conceived “Rise Up 
Detroit” to engage the surrounding com-
munity and promote positivity and 
diversity in an inclusive environment. 
The artists slated to perform during the 
weekly music series all share a deep 
commitment to metro Detroit, either 
through philanthropic work or sharing 
uplifting messages in their artistic 
expression.

Because Rain believes collaboration 
with like-minded people is key to all suc-
cessful endeavors, she also will feature 
female artists from the forthcoming doc-
umentary, “Women Who Rock Detroit,” 

by Grosse Pointe Park resident Joya 
Koch.

Both Koch and Rain noted similar 
goals within their projects — showcas-
ing independent artists that raise aware-
ness, and uplifting Detroit to inspire, 
encourage and engage the community.

The “Rise Up Detroit” music series 
kicks off Saturday, May 27, with jazz 
and soul vocalist Smoke Jones at 8 p.m. 

More confi rmed dates and artists are 
listed below:

 ◆ Saturday, June 17 — Songwriters 
Circle with Maureen Kaiser, featuring 
Nashville recording artist Jacob Morris 
and followed by Laura Rain and the 
Caesars

 ◆ Saturday, June 24 — Tosha Owens
 ◆ Saturday, July 1 — Gwenyth Hayes
 ◆ Saturday, July 8 — Sean Blackman 

In Transit
 ◆ Saturday, July 15 and 22 — Laura 

Rain and the Caesars
 ◆ Saturday, Aug. 5 — Kathy Kosins, 

featuring live painting onstage
 ◆ Saturday, Aug. 12 — Nadir 

Omowale Funk Trio
 ◆ Saturday, Aug. 26 — Nikell 

Johnson and Groove Session 
The “Rise Up Detroit” music series 

begins Saturday, May 27, at Cornerstone 
Village Bar & Grille, 17315 Mack, near 
Cadieux, in Detroit.

All shows begin at 8 p.m. and reserva-
tions are recommended. Admission is 
$15 at the door. Reservations may be 
made online at cornerstonevillage
barandgrille.com or by calling (313) 
821-4998 Wednesday through Saturday 
after 4 p.m.

Weekly music series kicks off 

Laura Rain

Custom  Wedding Cakes
for  You r Special Day!

www.chocolatebar-cafe.com

- Fresh Baked on Site -
• Grooms Cakes

 • Cupcakes
 • Custom Designs & Colors • Custom Designg s & Colo

313.881.2888
20737 Mack Ave. (N. of Vernier)

Grosse Pointe Woods

05
25
23
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Hot for hair

By Danielle Paquin
Special Writer

Your bridal season will be full of oppor-
tunities to look stunning, from showers to
parties to the big day itself. The trends for 
warm-weather weddings are soft — with a
hint of drama.

It all starts with the skin. The latest 
trend is bare skin — but better! By using 
a tinted moisturizer or foundation that in-
corporates nourishing ingredients, you can
actually boost the health of your skin. Look 
for buzzwords like hyaluronic acid and
squalene for plumping or retaining mois-
ture, vitamin C or caffeine for brighten-
ing undereye darkness and always use spf 
products for daytime wear.  Don’t use active 
products like retinols for daytime that can
make your skin sun-sensitive — those are
better for nighttime.

Can’t find the ideal product? Create your 
own! Add your SPF moisturizer or liquid
highlighter to your foundation to thin it out
and create your own glowy, tinted moistur-
izer with benefits. 

Rare Beauty tinted moisturizer has a
built in SPF, Supergoop makes a glowy tint-
ed SPF product, and for an extra-bronze
tinted glow underneath foundation, add
Vita Liberata Face Primer Beauty Blur,
which evens out skin tone and adds addi-
tional bronze-toned radiance. 

Cloud skin is in
This lush look brings a soft, velvety 

matte finish to the skin. It’s like the “Paris”
filter on Instagram, but in real life. Cloud
skin can also be described as the matte ver-
sion of dewy skin. If your skin has a little
texture or is naturally oily, regular dewy 
foundations will quickly look greasy or em-
phasize your skin texture, but cloud skin
adds a matte finish to fix that.

Begin the  cloud skin process by moistur-
izing really well — because your skin has
to be prepped and hydrated first. Then add
your matte foundation— but mixed with a
blurring primer or a little loose powder —
and apply. The end result is cloud skin!

I like Bobbi Brown vitamin-enriched face
base, set with e.l.f. blurring powder. Fin-
ish with Mac Studio Fix for a matte velvet
look. If skin is dry, I use Armani Luminous
Silk vitamin-enriched face base, set with a
blurring powder or illuminating powder by 
Bobbi Brown. 

The natural look 
Inspired by celebrities like Sophia Richie
and Hailey Bieber, this look is designed 
to enhance your features while making it
look like you’re not wearing any makeup at
all. Keep in mind, this will look very, very 
natural on camera. Sometimes brides think 
they want this look, but when the photos
come back, it’s not what they expected. The
“no  makeup” makeup look is actually still a 
fully made-up face, just a very light applica-
tion to look very natural.

BRIDALfacesfacesIDALD

Makeup for
spring/summer 
wedding looks
are soft and
glamorous

Match it up

-
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COURTESY PHOTOS

Bleached or embellished brows
Dramatic brows remain in style with a few 

new angles. Bleaching brows is hitting the
scene for the super-adventurous. Also, the 
skinny brow from the 90s is making a come-
back, but don’t pull out your tweezers just 
yet. To get this look temporarily, simply add
some eyebrow gel and brush your top and 
bottom brows together to create a thinner 
brow line. Then you can experiment with-
out tweezing brow hair — which may not 
grow back quickly (or ever, as some of us 
have learned the hard way.) Anastasia Brow 
Freeze is a great product for brushing up or 
brushing brows together for an all-day look.

Tubular mascara
This product is great for hooded eyes. It’s 
made with fiber that wraps around each 
lash — instead of a gel — so no smudging 
once it’s dry. It’s perfect for people who 
constantly find their mascara transferring
on their eyelids. Tower28 and Halfcaked
are just a few of the great tubular mascaras.

Grunge-y, alternative makeup
Think smudged, like the Courtney Love

or Kate Moss look from the 90’s. Looks 
great with a shaggy hair cut. To create,
use a soft eye pencil and then blur it with 
a brush. Bobbi Brown waterproof eyeliner 
sticks are my pick to create a smudgy look 
that stays on.

Siren eyes
To create this sultry look, add a cat eye on

the inner corner of your eye as well as the 
outer corner — for an extra elongated look 
Elongated cat eye and bold liners will be in
for this year so you’ll see the siren eyes a lot 
in runway or photography — but this look 
is really hard to maintain for longer periods
because it tends to smudge.

Nails, nails, nails
Popular now are 3D nails, which means

adding jewels or gems to your manicure for 
extra glam. For polish — look for ombré 
nude-into-metallic nails.

Underpainting
This technique has you applying your contour and

blush cream sticks and blending before you layer your 
foundation or tinted moisturizer. It’s more seamless
and enables you to still maintain a light foundation 
coverage without worrying about streaks on your face.

Nudestix in Bondi Bae and Cherry Blossom Babe
are my favorites for light to medium skin tones.

Rare Beauty Happy liquid blush and Bobbi Brown
Cool Walnut foundation stick are top picks for medi-
um to darker skin tones.

Coquette makeup
Coquette is a trending word that you may hear a lot

in 2023. It means coy, flirty and is applied to a young
woman trying to attract suitors. Think Bridgerton. The 
look is all doe eyes, heavy lashes and flushed cheeks, 
as if you were blushing in response to a flirtation.

Blush for contour

More -

Multiple use sticksMascara gone wild

-

‘No makeup” makeup
-

Cherry coke lips Statement lips

Pop color
-

-

Ice ice, baby

-

Embellishments

Grosse Pointe News Instagram post
media@grossepointenews.comWebsite: daniellepaquinbeauty.com
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Obituary notices are purchased and often prewritten by family or friends. While 
we try to run obituaries as submitted, we nevertheless reserve the right to edit 
for accuracy, style and length.

John Ladendorf

John Ladendorf, 73, 
died Wednesday, May 17, 
2023, at home in Grosse 
Pointe Farms.  

He was born Sept. 14, 
1949, in Grosse Pointe 
Farms, to J. S. “Jack” 
Ladendorf and Bernice 
Grunewald Ladendorf.

John married the love 
of his life, Barbara Jean 
Hakim, May 18, 1985. In 
September 1990, Barbara 
and John happily wit-
nessed the birth of their 
son, Christian, and 
adopted him soon after.  

In 1972, after receiving 
a bachelor’s degree with 
distinction and an MBA 
from the University of 
Michigan, John contin-
ued his pursuit of a 
career in banking and 
finance. He joined 
Comerica Bank, previ-
ously Detroit Bank & 
Trust, holding key posi-
tions in corporate bank-
i n g ,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
banking, consumer lend-
ing and private banking 
for more than 20 years. 
During his career, he was 
able to visit 90 countries; 
although never domiciled 
overseas, John’s travel 
aggregated to a com-
bined total of nearly two 
years overseas.  

John was active in his 
community. He served as 
chairman of the board of 
The Grosse Pointe War 
Memorial between 1999 
and 2001. He also was a 
founding member in 
2001 and, since then, 
chairman of the board of 
Champ Life, previously 
Vision HOPE. 

John also enjoyed 
many years as a member 
of the Grosse Pointe 
Yacht Club and Detroit 
Athletic Club. His real 
pleasure was entertain-
ing family and friends at 
their “Up North” home 
on Torch Lake. Armed 
with his Sea Ray, he 
taught many nieces, 
nephews and friends the 
joys of waterskiing and 
other sports.

John was predeceased 
by his parents, Jack and 
Bernice, who passed 
when he was still in his 
teens. John is survived by 
his wonderful wife, 
Barbara; son, Christian; 
brothers, Kurt and Robert 
Ladendorf; and numer-
ous nieces, nephews and 
in-laws.

A celebration of Life 
will be held at the Grosse 
Pointe Yacht Club at 10 
a.m. Saturday, June 10, 

with a service at 10:30 
a.m. immediately fol-
lowed by brunch. 

In lieu of fl owers, con-
sider a donation to the 
Frankel Cardiovascular 
Center at University of 
Michigan Health, umcvc.
org/ways-give-frankel-
cardiovascular-center, or 
Champ Life Kids Camp, 
mychamplife.com/ways-
to-give. 

Ursula Elizabeth 
Stieber

Ursula E. Stieber, 94, 
passed away Thursday, 
May 4, 2023, after a brief 
illness.

Ursula was born Sept. 
19, 1928, to August and 
Elizabeth (nee Kujawa) 
Stieber.

Her family moved from 
the east side of Detroit to 
Grosse Pointe Park in 
1953, and Ursula became 
a valued member of St. 
Clare of Montefalco par-
ish. After graduating 
from college, Ursula 
taught English in the 
Grosse Pointe Public 
School System and later 
worked as a marketing 
professional for a Detroit 
architectural firm. She 
volunteered as a docent 
at the Detroit Institute of 
Arts and enjoyed sharing 
her knowledge and love 
of art with everyone she 
encountered there.

Ursula also volun-
teered at St. Clare of 
Montefalco by singing in 
the choir for 25 years and 
serving as a sacristan and 
a Eucharistic minister, 
delivering communion to 
patients at Bon Secours 
Hospital. She became a 
lector and headed that 
ministry for 20 years, as 
well as worked as the 
wedding rehearsal coor-
dinator for six years, 
making sure every cere-
mony went just right.

Ursula loved her 
Detroit Tigers and was 
interested in all college 
football. She loved to 
debate current events 
with her friends and 
always had an inquisitive 
and open mind.

Ursula was prede-
ceased by her parents, 
August and Elizabeth 
Stieber, and her sister, 
Therese Cataldo.

She is survived by 
three nieces and two 
nephews and will be 
greatly missed by her 
friends and the staff at 
American House-Grosse 
Pointe.

A funeral Mass takes 
place at 10:30 a.m. 
Saturday, June 3, at St. 
Clare of Montefalco 
Catholic Church, 1401 
Whittier, Grosse Pointe 
Park. Visitation begins at 
10 a.m.

Louis William J. 
Mueller

Longt ime Grosse 
Pointe resident Louis 
William J. Mueller, 94, 
passed away Wednesday, 
May 17, 2023. He was 
born Nov. 13, 1929, in 
Oak Park, Ill., to Helen 
and Louis Mueller.

Louis graduated eighth 
grade from St. John 
Evangelical School and 
then graduated from 
Collinwood High School 
in Cleveland, Ohio, in 
1948. He attended Kent 
State University and also 
enlisted in the U.S. 
Marine Corps, from 
which he was honorably 
discharged in 1950. He 
then joined the U.S. Air 
Force and served five 
years, achieving the rank 
of staff sergeant. During 
his last year in the Air 
Force, he served from a 
hospital bed due to sig-
nifi cant injuries suffered 
in an automobile acci-
dent. Louis was medi-
cally and honorably 
discharged in 1955.

In May 1955, he met 
Janet Synder and the 
couple were joined in 
holy matrimony Sept. 2, 
1955, at  St.  John 
Evangelical Church. The 
new couple fi rst lived in 
Ravenna, Ohio, where 
Louis continued his stud-
ies at  Kent State 
University while working 
for the Glidden Paint 
Company.

In 1957, the Muellers 
moved into their first 
home in Willoughby 
Hills, Ohio. In 1958, they 
were blessed with a son, 
Jeffrey Louis.  The 
Glidden Paint Company 
transferred the family to 
Woodridge, Ill., in 1961, 
where Louis sang in and 
directed the church 
choir. In 1962, they wel-
comed another son, Scott 
Edward.

Eventually, Louis left 
Glidden and began a 
career with Uniroyal Tire 
Company. In 1968, the 
company transferred the 
family to Detroit and they 
settled in Grosse Pointe 
Woods in 1969. There, 
they joined Christ the 
King Lutheran Church. 

Lou sang in and directed 
the choir, as well as fi lled 
in as organist.  

Louis left Uniroyal and 
began working at Blue 
Cross Blue Shield of 
Michigan. During this 
time, he attended Wayne 
State University in the 
evenings and completed 
his degree in business 
administration. He joined 
the Men’s Club of Grosse 
Pointe and directed the 
men’s chorus for 10 
years. When Louis retired 
from Blue Cross, he 
returned to Wayne State 
University and graduated 
with a degree in music.

Louis  and Janet 
e n j o y e d  t r a v e l i n g 
together with family and 
friends. They frequently 
attended the symphony 
and other musical events. 
In 2015, Louis and Janet 
moved into a condo at 
The Rivers in Grosse 
Pointe Woods.

Louis is survived by his 
wife of 67 years, Janet; 
sons, Jeffrey (Ann) and 
Scott (Eleanor); grand-
children, Kelly, Bethany 
( M a t t ) ,  B e n j a m i n , 
Graham, Nick (Lindsay), 
Ashley (Aaron), Alex and 
Joshua; and great-grand-
children, Adalyn and 
Jayden.

Visitation takes place at 
10 a.m. Saturday, May 
27, with a Celebration of 
Life at 11 a.m. at Christ 
the King Lutheran 
Church, 20338 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods. 

Contributions in Louis’ 
memory may be made to 
Christ the King Lutheran 
Church, 20338 Mack 
Ave., Grosse Pointe 
Woods, MI 48236; or the 
Alzheimer’s Association, 
act.alz.org/donate. 

Henry Jude Heck
Henry Jude Heck, 82, 

of Grosse Pointe, passed 
a w a y  p e a c e f u l l y 
Saturday, May 6, 2023. 
He was the beloved hus-
band of Barbara L. Heck.

Henry “Chick” was 
born Sept. 12, 1940, in 
Monroe,  to Henry 
Anthony Heck and 
Kathryn Crimmins Heck, 
both now deceased. After 
graduating from Austin 
High School, Henry 
attended Michigan State 
University and had a 

career as a financial 
investment advisor.  

Chick was loved by his 
family and friends. He 
was known for his wit 
and sense of humor and 
could add laughter to any 
occasion. He had a pas-
sion for cooking and 
loved to prepare meals 
for his family and friends. 
Chick loved spending 
time with his children 
and grandchildren in 
Chicago.

In addition to his wife 
of 54 years, Barbara, he 
is survived by his daugh-
ters ,  Sarah  Lane 
(Matthew) of Chicago, 
Rebecca West (James) of 
Chicago and Abigail 
Siegrist (Corey) of 
Chicago; grandchildren, 
Robert “Bobby,” Daniel, 
Henry, John “Jack,” 
Elizabeth “Libby,” Emma 
and Charles “Charlie”; 
brother, Edward Heck 
(Martha) of Boston, 
Mass.; and sisters-in-law, 
Eileen Heck of Petoskey 
and Joyce Heck of Mt. 
Pleasant, S.C. He was 
predeceased by his broth-
ers, William Heck and 
Dennis Heck. 

A funeral service will 
be held for Henry at 10 
a.m. Monday, June 12, at 
St. Paul on the Lake 
Catholic Church, 157 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms. Visitation begins 
at 9:30 a.m.

In lieu of fl owers, dona-
tions may be made to The 
Helm at the Boll Life 
Center, helmlife.org/
donate.

Christopher Mark 
Wenzler

Christopher Mark 
Wenzler ,  75,  died 
Thursday, May 18, 2023. 

Chris was born Oct. 23, 
1947, in Toledo, Ohio. He 

was one of 11 children 
and the sixth son of Otto 
F. and Josephine C. 
Wenzler. Chris was a 
graduate of John Carroll 
University and a U.S. 
Army veteran. 

Chris enjoyed a long 
and successful career as 
a manager in the fi nan-
cial services industry and 
later as a turnaround 
expert, consulting with 
firms in the consumer 
credit sector.

As a youngster, he 
learned to sail on Lake 
Erie and sailing, both 
racing and for pleasure, 
became a lifelong joy. He 
was a warm and gentle 
man who welcomed rich 
conversations and trea-
sured his family and 
many friends.

Chris is survived by his 
beloved partner, Ashish 
Ahlawat; loving sisters, 
Mary DiSalle (the late 
Dan), Sarah Gillespie 
(John) and Emilie Owens 
(Ralph); dear brothers, 
Martin Wenzler (Susan) 
and Peter J. Wenzler 
(Annie); caring sister-in-
law, Patricia Wenzler 
(the late Joseph); and 
numerous nieces and 
nephews across the 
country.

Chris was predeceased 
by his sister, Anne Nagel 
(Scott); and brothers, 
David, Otto, Joseph and 
Stephen Wenzler.

A Mass of Resurrection 
will be held at 10 a.m. 
Wednesday, May 31, 
with a gathering at 9:30 
a.m. at St. Paul on the 
Lake Catholic Church, 
157 Lakeshore, Grosse 
Pointe Farms. In lieu of 
flowers, the family 
requests donations be 
made to the Bayview 
Yacht Club Foundation 
to  perpetuate  the 
Bayview Mackinac Race, 
byc.com.

Christopher M. Wenzler

Louis William J. MuellerUrsula Elizabeth StieberJohn Ladendorf

Henry Jude Heck

This June, the Detroit 
Zoological Society is 
bringing back an event 
that makes dreams come 
true.

For the fi rst time since 
2019, the Detroit Zoo will 
host Dream Night, pre-
sented by Michigan 
Educational Credit Union, 
from 6 to 9 p.m. Friday, 
June 2. During this special 
evening, children and 
families living with 
chronic or terminal ill-
nesses and/or disabilities 

will enjoy a no-cost, 
stress-free night to 
remember. All program-
ming is curated for minor 
children.

Dream Night features 
additional accommoda-
tions to ensure a safe and 
enjoyable experience for 
all, including:

 ◆ Reduced or altered 
music and effects through-
out the zoo’s footprint

 ◆ Limited free wheel-
chair, wagon and electric 
convenience vehicle rent-

als
 ◆ More than 60 avail-

able KultureCity sensory 
bags, equipped with noise-
canceling headphones, 
fi dget tools and verbal cue 
cards

 ◆ Weighted lap pads 
and strobe glasses, upon 
request

 ◆ A dedicated sensory 
room

 ◆ A fl at, paved and easi-
ly accessible path through-
out the main area of the 
zoo.

The evening also will 
include special activities 
like a silent disco, habitat 
chats with animal care 
staff, education stations, 
rides and attractions and 
free access to the zoo’s 
BRICKLIVE exhibit — an 
immersive, walk-through 
experience featuring 
sculptures made of more 
than 2 million toy bricks.

“Dream Night is a great 
opportunity to make last-
ing memories surrounded 
by your favorite animals 

and fun activities,” said 
Dr. De’Andrea Matthews, 
DZS vice president of 
diversity and community 
engagement. “This no-
cost event is a way for us 
to give back to our com-
munity and further our 
commitment to being an 
inclusive and welcoming 
organization.”

To make this event as 
stress-free as possible for 
guests, Dream Night is 

limited to 1,000 people 
who complete a short 
application process and 
are approved by DZS 
staff. Prospective guests 
can apply at dzoo.org/
dream23.

Dream Night also is 
sponsored by Galloway 
and Collens, PLLC.

For more information 
about other upcoming 
events, visit detroitzoo.
org/events.

Dream Night returns to Detroit Zoo June 2
PHOTO COURTESY OF TOM ROY

The Detroit Zoo boardwalk.
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As the Woods-Shores 
Little League team gets in 
the swing of things this 
season, board members 
hope to draw attention to 
a newly restored dia-
mond at Ghesquiere 
Park.

It’s a visual of what the 
rest of the diamonds 
could look like with a lit-
tle help. It was accom-
p l i s h e d  t h r o u g h 
fundraising efforts and 
community support.

“We started in 2020 
selling banners,” board 
member Paul Stapleton 
said. “That was a major 
source of funding for 
fi eld improvements. The 
goal was to get Diamond 
1 completed as a show-
case.”

The diamond features 
new slabs under new alu-
minum bleachers.

“We skinned all the 
insides of (diamonds) 1, 3 
and 4, and put in new 
sod,” he added. “This 
year, we’re putting in two 
new dugouts in Diamond 
1, and new fencing 
around the bullpen and 
dugouts. And we’re paint-

ing the fencing around 
the fair and foul lines.”

These upgrades are in 
addition to three new 
scoreboards — one more 
needs to be replaced — as 
well as new public 
address and camera sys-
tems. Spectators can 
watch live Little League 
action from almost any-
w h e r e  t h a n k s  t o 
5G-connected cameras at 
the ballpark.

“We had that last year 
as a prototype to the com-
munity,” said board 
member Doug Stapleton, 
“and now it’s up and 
active all year.”

It’s been more than a 
decade since upgrades 
were implemented at 
Ghesquiere, save for a 
facelift to Diamond 2, the 
girls softball diamond, for 
which the league received 
a grant. In 2020, softball 
participation had grown 
to 120 girls.

“There are 335 kids in 
Little League this year,” 
Doug Stapleton said, 
“and over 400 girls in 
softball, which covers all 
the Pointes. We’re run-
ning out of places to play. 
Not just places to play 
games, but places to prac-

tice are not as available 
as we all like.”

The scope of the ban-
ner campaign it kicked 
off in 2020 included add-
ing drainage, overhauling 
the infields, cutting in 
warning tracks, extend-
ing fair/foul lines, adding 
new fencing to the back-
stops and repairing bull-
pens. While some of 
those details have been 
accomplished, there is 
plenty more work to be 
done.

One challenge the 
league faces is not having 
a major sponsor to help 
with improvements. The 
league is 100 percent 
funded through registra-
tion fees and donations.

“We’re putting together 
an overall layout, an over-
all plan for the park, but 
it all depends on fund-
ing,” Doug Stapleton 
said. 

The scope of that work 
includes a new gateway 
to showcase the field’s 
entrance, as well as new 
bathroom facilities, a 
pickleball court and 
splash pad.

“We’ll tweak every dia-
mond,” Doug Stapleton 
said. “At the rate we’re 

going it’ll be a year or two 
longer. … A large boost 
would make a huge dif-
ference.”

Added Paul Stapleton, 
“We’re looking for fund-
ing to do the complete 
project.

“… The banners are our 
main source of income,” 
he added.

Banners cost $500 
each, $400 of which go to 
the team with $100 cover-
ing the cost of the banner.

“The community did 
support us quite a bit,” 
Doug Stapleton said. “We 
have two and a half fi elds 
full of banners now. … 
Everybody understands 
we don’t have great 
resources to pull in cash. 

It’s a misnomer; people 
believe the city pays for 
everything. It’s not like 
that. It’s not in the budget 
to maintain the fi elds. We 
rely on community 
resources and private 
donations.”

The Stapletons said 
Grosse Pointe Woods and 
its mayor and council 
have been helpful and 
accommodating in the 
league’s efforts to fund-
raise and improve the 
park.

“The city helped with 
the demo, helped with 
moving dirt,” Doug 
Stapleton said. “The 
sewer system needed 
maintenance to keep the 
fi eld dry. … It starts with 

us and cascades to the 
city lending a helping 
hand with crew and 
equipment.”

The cost for new dug-
outs and bullpen fencing 
for one diamond is 
$45,000, which includes 
demolition and installa-
tion.

“It’s been a bit of a bat-
tle,” Doug Stapleton said. 

Added Paul Stapleton, 
“But we’re starting to see 
progress.”

“It looked good last 
year, but this year it’s 
going to look better,” 
Doug Stapleton said.

For more information 
or to make a donation, 
email gpwslittleleague@
gmail.com.

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Funds needed for additional upgrades
Woods-Shores Little League showcases new diamond

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Upgrades to Diamond 1 serve as a visual to what the rest of the diamonds at 
Ghesquiere Park could look like with community support.

Boxed in
Above, Father Jim Bilot of St. Paul 
on the Lake Catholic Church watch-
es as cereal boxes fall down in domi-
no fashion. The Junior High 
Leadership Committee at St. Paul 
began setting up 2,015 cereal boxes 
at 7:30 a.m. Tuesday, May 16, which 
took an hour and a half. All of the 
boxes were knocked down in about 
10 minutes. The boxes lined the hall-
ways on the fi rst and second fl oors, 
including along stairways and hall-
ways leading up to the gymnasium, 
where it all ended.

Above, Sister Felicity 
Marie Madigan, co-di-
rector of Deo Gratis 
Ministries Detroit; 
Tricia Kesteloot, coor-
dinator of evangelical 
charity and service, St. 
Paul; Anne Crowe, 
food program coordi-
nator, Nativity of Our 
Lord church Nativity 
Pantry. Crowe and 
Madigan are two of the 
four food banks that 
will receive the cereal 
for their food pantries.
Left, sixth graders 
Andrew Morris and 
Grace Bieri load one of 
many boxes in a parent 
volunteer’s van for de-
livery to a food pantry.

PHOTOS BY 
RENEE LANDUYT

One of many cars students fi lled with cereal boxes 
to be delivered to the charities/food pantries. The 
back of this van has 100 boxes in the trunk with 
more in the back seat.
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The younger generation 
includes Matt Montagne, who, 
in his third year coaching soc-
cer, stepped into the role much 
like Dow did 45 years ago.

“I was at practice,” he 
recalled. “Stu asked me to 
come and help out, so I did. 
And I just kept coming back. I 
didn’t think I’d be interested in 
coaching soccer. … I like his 
style of coaching youth sports, 
which is having fun and help-
ing kids get better at the 
game.”

Montagne, whose daughter, 
Meadow, currently is on the 
team, said he tries to emulate 
Dow’s coaching style.

“Some of the things he 
teaches the kids I noticed right 
away, like he shakes each kid’s 
hand and makes them look 
him back in the eye,” he said. 
“It’s those soft skills, within 
the context of teaching the skills of 
soccer. And he’s keeping it fun, which 
is a big thing.”

Bruce agreed.
“He’d have 50 kids at a clinic and he 

would connect with every one of 
them,” he said. “He’s so positive and 
well organized. Also the thing he did 
for organized soccer was he got the 
parents involved. He educated himself 
and then got the parents, who were 
watching on the sidelines trying to fi g-
ure out what’s going on, involved. 
What a wonderful gift he has given our 
community. Almost 50 years of soccer 
and Stu Dow has been involved every 
step of the way.”

In addition to Montagne, Dow gets 
help from other coaches, including Lee 
Benjamins and Courtney Hamidi.

“Courtney’s mother was on one of 
my fi rst travel teams,” he said. “She’s 
a terrifi c coach in her second year. It’s 
fun to have her here. … I’m really 
happy that Courtney is able to book-
end my whole career, as one of my 
players and one of my coaches.”

Hamidi, who played for the Pointe 
Girls Soccer Association in the 1990s, 
said Dow was incredibly involved in 
the club as a parent and a coach.

“He knew all the players at all the 
different age levels and he always held 
everyone to a very high standard of 
excellence as a coach,” she said. 
“When my oldest daughter fi rst started 
playing soccer, I reconnected with Stu 
at the weekly skills clinics that he ran 
for the Neighborhood Club. I was 
amazed that he was still coaching and 
that he still remembered me, even 
though so many years had passed.”

Dow invited Hamidi to assist with 
the Neighborhood Club’s Grade 2-4 
league, which Hamidi said has been a 
true honor.

“Stu is always so encouraging to 
every player, no matter what their abil-
ity level is,” she said.

Dow also gave props to an even 
younger generation of coaches, includ-
ing Cassidy Woolums, an 11th grader 
in her second year of coaching; 
University Liggett School student 
Kerith Short, who reffed last year but 
now has started coaching; and ULS 
grad Ania Dow, his nephew’s daugh-
ter, who also helps coach.

“You get kids involved in coaching 
and a lot of them come back to tell me 
how much they’ve learned,” Dow said. 
“There are a lot of people who want to 
help the girls get better. I’m grateful 
they’ve stepped up to the plate.”

Full of gratitude
Dow still gets a kick out of watching 

kids succeed. It’s what’s propelled him 
through 45 years of coaching.

“I enjoy seeing the girls go off to col-
lege on scholarships,” he said. “More 
than a dozen girls got full-ride scholar-
ships for soccer. They had gotten that 
good. And they get to keep playing the 
sport they love at a higher level.

“Another highlight is, every day, 
interacting with young parents and 
young children,” he added. “It keeps 
you looking forward. It’s a breath of 
fresh air.”

Dow recalls recently seeing one of 
his coaches pull aside a young girl and 
give her a compliment. Her reaction is 
what Dow said exemplifi es the pro-
gram he teaches.

“She got this big smile on her face 
and skipped back to midfi eld,” he said. 
“Seeing her smile, seeing her skipping, 
that tells you why I’m out there. My 
program has always been a positive 
program. There’s no criticism, no yell-
ing at the kids when they make a mis-
take. I use the sandwich method: Give 
them a compliment, then say, ‘You 
could have done this better, but you’re 
having a great game.’ Kids respond to 

that. They want to be recognized.”
His method not only is appreciated 

by his athletes, but by others who’ve 
noticed his gift for coaching.

“Stu will be remembered by a lot of 
people for his commitment to women’s 
athletics, particularly girls soccer,” 
said Don Lindow, president of the 
Neighborhood Club Board of Trustees. 
“My daughter played for him. Most 
girls who played soccer in Grosse 
Pointe played for him. … He was a 
mentor for so many of these young 
women.

“If you saw him on the sidelines, 
you’d hear him encourage, not admon-
ish; instill confi dence, not tear down,” 
he added. “His method of coaching is 
unique. … In our realm, the 
Neighborhood Club is an introduction 
for kids to learn about teamwork and 
to give them opportunities and help 
them enjoy it. That’s what Stu did. You 
could build a program around Stu’s 
qualities. Stu is a champion and leader 
to this community.”

Added Coon, “He teaches them fi rm 
handshakes, to say please and thank 
you. He doesn’t just teach soccer; he 
teaches them to respect themselves, 
respect the players and the other 
teams.

“He loves watching people learn,” 
she added. “Even someone who never 
gets good, he loves that they show up 
and they’re committed and they work 
hard. It’s not about scoring goals. It’s 
about effort and team building and 
camaraderie. He’s always positive. My 
dad is just such an optimist in all 
things. That doesn’t mean he never got 
frustrated, but he always turns a nega-
tive into a positive. It’s in his bones, 
who he is, making people want to try 
harder on the soccer fi eld.”

As a former player and current 
coach, Hamidi believes Dow will leave 
a lasting legacy through the building 
blocks he’s taught his players over the 
years, “things like focusing on the fun-
damentals, practicing discipline, lis-
tening to directions, doing things the 
right way and holding the players 
accountable in a fi rm but kind way 
when they don’t,” she said. “These les-
sons will all last well beyond anyone’s 
time playing soccer. It’s such a testa-
ment to Stu’s devotion to youth soccer 
that he has now coached multiple gen-
erations within the same family and I 
feel lucky that my daughters were also 
able to learn from his vast years of 
experience as I did. His retirement will 
be a great loss for youth soccer in 
the Grosse Pointe community.”

On the soccer fi eld and in life, Dow 
Reimers said lessons she learned from 
her father still hold immense value.

“Goals and projects are important, 
but people are the most important,” 
she said. “Dad struck a balance. … 
What I’ve learned from him is the peo-
ple along the way are just as important 
as any project you’re doing. He’s had 
a lot of visitors this past week as his 
health is declining, but he’s still asking 
people about themselves and their 
kids. You can be passionate about 
projects, but you have to be more pas-
sionate about the people.”

Dow sincerely credited the 
Neighborhood Club and its people for 
his long coaching career, calling it “the 
best organization I’ve come across for 
youth sports. It was when I started and 
it is now. It’s a fabulous organization 
that offers so many opportunities. … It 
is emblematic of what a good neigh-
borhood organization should be.”

And to his current and former ath-
letes, Dow said:

“I love you all. It was a pleasure 
coaching you and watching you grow 
up. You’ve been a big part of my life 
and a very pleasant, happy part of my 
life.”

COACH:
Continued from page 1B

PHOTO COURTESY OF KARA HARDENBROOK

The Neighborhood Club recently presented 
Dow with a plaque honoring his 45 years of 
volunteering to coach soccer.

to 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
May 31, at Ewald, 15175 
E. Jefferson, Grosse 
Pointe Park.
◆ Summer Reading 

begins Thursday, June 1, 
at all three branches.

Film screening
The documentary, 

“America You Kill Me,” 
will be shown at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, May 30, at 
Ford House,  1100 
Lakeshore ,  Grosse 
Pointe Shores. Doors 
open at 6:30 p.m. The 
film explores the rise, 
the fall and the legacy of 
gay rights warrior 
Jeffrey Montgomery. 
Limited tickets to the 
screening are available. 
Visit fordhouse.org/
events/film-screening-
america-you-kill-me/

Rotary
The Rotary Club of 

Grosse Pointe hosts its 
next meeting 5:30 to 7 
p.m. Wednesday, May 
31. The club hosts its 
Grosse Pointe graduating 
seniors scholarship 
night. Email grossepoin-
terotary@gmail.com.

GPAA
The Grosse Pointe 

Artists Association offers 
a variety of classes at its 
studio, located at The 
War Memorial ,  32 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms. To register for the 
following, visit grosse
pointeartcenter.org.
◆  “Imitating the 

Landscapes of the 
Masters,” with Donald 
Cronkhi te .  Mar t in 
Johnson Heade’s land-
scapes will be the focus of 
classes from 10 a.m. to  2 
p.m. Thursdays, June 8 
and 15. Cost is $115 for 
GPAA members, $135 for 
nonmembers.
◆ “Painting Fresh 

F lowers  on  Yupo 
Watercolor Paper,” with 
Nancy Philo, 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Wednesday, June 
28. Cost before June 23 is 
$75 for members, $95 for 
nonmembers. Cost after 
June 23 is $95 for mem-
bers, $115 for nonmem-
bers.

Seminar
Dr. George Goodis 

hosts an educational sci-
entific program for all 
dental generalists and 
specialists Friday, June 9, 
at the Grosse Pointe Yacht 
Club, 788 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Shores. 
Brunch is available 8 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. and lectures take 
place 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Lecturers include Dr. 

Richard Klein, Dr. Charles 
Goodis and Dr. Suheil 
Boutros. Singer Marella 
Piazza will kick off the 
program by singing “God 
Bless America.” Call (313) 
477-5909.

Adaptive yoga
Yoga Moves MS, in 

partnership with the Kirk 
Gibson Foundation, hosts 
Adaptive Chair Yoga 
classes at 11:30 a.m. 
Mondays at Full Lotus 
Yoga, 20365 Mack, Grosse 
Pointe Woods. Adaptive 
yoga benefi ts those with 
mult ip le  sc leros is , 
Parkinson’s disease, 
stroke and other neuro-
muscular conditions. Cost 
is $12 per drop-in class or 
five classes for $50 in 
advance. Visit fulllotus
yoga.net.

Healthy GP
Healthy Grosse Pointe 

& Harper Woods meets 
via Zoom at 8:30 a.m. the 
third Wednesday of each 
month. Its mission is to 
reduce substance abuse 
among youth and across 
the community, as well as 
promote optimal mental 
health through action, 
education and collabora-
tion. Those interested in 
attending meetings 
should email Sasha 
Murphy at smurphy@
careofsem.com.

EVENTS:
Continued from page 2B

Winner, 
winner!
Ann McHugh, a mother 
of fi ve, was the winner of 
the Grosse Pointe News’ 
Mother’s Day Giveaway. 
This giveaway featured 
generous gifts from IRIS, 
Glitter & Scotch, Pure 
Beauty Med Spa, Small 
Favors, Bakehouse 46, 
Irish Coffee, Savvy Chic, 
Champs, edmund t. 
AHEE Jewelers, 
Posterity Gallery, El’s 
Boutique, Wild Birds 
Unlimited, Capricious, 
The League Shop, Maple 
& Mill and Village Palm. 
Regarding motherhood, 
McHugh said, “Children 
are the jewels in a moth-
er’s crown.” 
The St. Clair Shores resi-
dent, who formerly lived 
in Grosse Pointe Woods, 
enjoys spending time 
with her fi ve children 
and many grandchil-
dren.
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Every home has unique 
needs that must be tended 
to and the home of Edsel 
and Eleanor Ford is, and 
was, no exception. 

Hundreds of employees 
worked on the estate dur-
ing the family’s residency, 
from when the Fords 
moved into the home in 
1928, until Eleanor Ford’s 
passing in 1976. 

Now the lives and 
labors of that staff are 
being explored in a new 
exhibition, “Making It 
Work,” opening June 1, in 
the Gaukler Pointe 
Gallery inside the Visitor 
Center at Ford House. 

The previous exhibi-
tion, “Driven by Design,” 

has been reinstalled in the 
now-open historic Garage 
at the Gate Lodge and 
includes two additional 

vehicles: a 1934 Brewster 
Town Car and a 1952 
Lincoln Town Car 
Limousine, which was 
custom engineered to 
allow Eleanor Ford to 
enter without stooping. 

“Making It Work” 
invites visitors to meet 
and learn about several 
staff members who had a 
signifi cant impact on the 
family and the estate. 

“Some worked here for 

decades and lived on the 
estate,” Ford House 
D i r e c t o r  o f 
Communications & 
Engagement Tommy 
Karr said. 

“The head of security 
was here until the 1970s, 
with more than 50 years 
of service,” Ford House 
Director of Material 
Culture Lisa E. Worley 
added. 

Interviews with staff 
members were recorded 
in years past and those, 
combined with artifacts, 
news clippings, photos 
and more, were curated 
to present a unifi ed story 

of the staff experience. 
Seven former employees, 
including a butler, chauf-
feur and housekeeper, 
will have their stories 
shared through oral histo-
ries in the exhibit’s video 
presentation. 

“This is the rare chance 
to look behind the family, 
to see and understand the 
efforts that went into sup-
porting a huge country 
house estate like this,” 
Karr said. 

“Making It Work” will 
be on exhibit for two 
years and is free to all 
guests. Visitors can go 
more in-depth with the 

staff by taking the 55-min-
ute “Making It Work” 
tour, in which guests 
travel to the main resi-
dence to explore the ded-
icated staff spaces of the 
home. Additionally, 
Worley will give a talk 
Thursday, June 8, dis-
cussing the staff and what 
it took to run the estate 
and support the Ford 
family. 

Tickets to the “Making 
It Work” tour and 
“Making It Work” lecture 
may be purchased online 
at fordhouse.org/events 
or by calling (313) 884-
4222.
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Shores artist Yamasaki 
curates woodblock exhibition

Color | Ink Studio & 
Gallery presents “Nobuko 
Yamasaki: Mokuhanga 
Workshop Show,” an 
exhibition of woodblock 
prints curated by artist 
Nobuko Yamasaki of 
Grosse Pointe Shores. 
The show opens June 9, 
and runs through July 7.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Yamasaki, mokuhanga is 
a traditional Japanese 
technique for woodblock 
printing. It is best known 
for the ukiyo-e style prints 
popular in Japan during 
the Edo period (1603–
1868). Similar to Western 
woodcut prints in some 
regards, mokuhanga uses 
water-based inks instead 
of  oi l -based inks, 
prroviding a wide range 
of vivid colors, glazes and 
transparency.

Yamasaki has selected 
for the exhibition prints 
by seven artists who have 
participated in her 
workshops: Jacki Boyer, 
Werner Croonen, Marcia 
Guestschow, Linda L. 
McCauley, Ann Elizabeth 
Mesritz, Antonia Oakley 
and David Prescott. 
Several of Yamasaki’s 
own works will also be on 
view.

Ga l l e ry  D i rec tor 
Candace Law added, 
“We’re pleased to 
welcome Nobuko back to 
the gallery and delighted 
to feature a selection of 
the creative woodblock 
prints produced by 
Detroit-area artists who 
have studied with her.”

The public is invited to 
attend a free artists 
reception from 1 to 3 p.m. 
Saturday, June 10. Guests 
will have the opportunity 
to meet the artists and 
discuss the exhibition in 
p e r s o n .  L i g h t 
refreshments will be 

offered. The exhibition 
will be on display online 
at colorinkstudio.com or 
in person most weekdays 
by appointment. The 
gallery is located at 20919 
John R, Hazel Park. 

Yamasaki learned 
woodblock printing in 
the tradition of Hiroshige 
at Seika University in 
Kyoto, Japan. After 
graduation, she studied 
with Richard Steiner, a 
noted woodblock print 
artist and teacher, in his 
Kyoto studio. She has 
gone on to create award-
winning work and share 
woodblock printing 
techniques with her 
students.  Yamasaki 
teaches at the Grosse 
Pointe Artists Association 

s t u d i o  a n d  t h e 
Birmingham-Bloomfi eld 
Art Center.

Color | Ink Studio & 
Gallery is a working 
v i s u a l  a r t  a n d 
photography studio and 
gallery space that 
exhibits contemporary 
art by emerging and 
established artists. It 
o f f e r s  o c c a s i o n a l 
workshops and other 
programs for the Detroit-
area arts community. The 
principals are Candace 
Law, a visual artist who 
works primarily in 
encaustic and mixed 
media, and Eric Law, a 
fi ne art and commercial 
photographer. For more 
information, call (248) 
398-6119.

COURTESY PHOTO

“Kölner Dom (Cologne Cathedral)” by Werner 
Croonen.

Meet the staff who made Ford 
House a home in ‘Making It Work’

COURTESY PHOTOS

Above and right, conceptual renderings of the 
“Making It Work” exhibition, which opens June 1 at 
Ford House.

Right, guests will get an 
inside look at the lives of 
Ford family staff from 
1928 to 1976.

20542 Harper
(Lennon and Harper)

(313) 884-1551
www.gpaas.org
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18554 Mack Avenue
Pointe, Michigan 48236Grosse

villagelockgp@gmail.com • 313-881-8603

VILLAGE LOCK
& HOME REPAIR 

Arch Angle
CUSTOM STORM DOORS

Our custom special shape STORM DOORS are constructed to complement the 
unique lines of your architecture. They not only make a grand entrance but they
protect your primary door from the elements allowing you to enjoy the outside 

beauty from inside, while reducing your heating and cooling costs.

NOW OFFERED AT VILLAGE LOCKSMITH!
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Kids can’t agree on family meals 

Grosse Pointe GabbyGrosse Pointe Gabby
The Pulse Of The PointesThe Pulse Of The Pointes

by Anna Lizer

Dear Gabby: Help! We 
are a family of six, and my 
three college-aged kids 
have returned home for 
the summer. Not only is 
our house now brimming 
with extra “stuff” that we 
have to store for them over 
the summer, I am quickly 
becoming a short-order 
cook at dinner time.

One of my kids is a 
vegetarian, one is gluten 
free and another thinks 
nachos are a food group, 
preferably eaten an hour 
or so before dinner, or 
late at night (the nacho 
eater also is great at 
l eav ing  h is  cheese -
encrusted plate in his 
bedroom!).

The rest of my crew 

would eat steak seven 
nights a week (not my 
favorite), but at this point I 
am too tired to even think 
about eating. Any tips or 
tricks to make everyone 
happy before I decide to 
run away to a spa?

— Food Fighting in the 
Farms

Dear Food Fighting,
Have you ever thought 

about making a weekly 
dinner schedule every 
Sunday, and giving each 
person with a dietary 
preference a day to be in 
charge of making din-
ner? That would take 
some of the load off of 
your plate, so to speak.

Another idea is to build 

in a “YOYO” night, as in 
You’re On Your Own for 
dinner. This lets each 
person eat whatever they 
want. The best part is 
you are no part of it — 
they are responsible for 
whatever they want to 
eat that night.

Finally, it’s summer 
and I say take advantage 
of all of the great restau-
rants in Grosse Pointe 
that have al fresco dining 
options. Make a list of 
these places and put it up 
where your family can 
reference it on the night 
of the week you decide to 
go out.

P l a c e s  l i k e  R e d 
Crown in the Park, 
Bronze Door in the 

Farms or DaEdoardo’s 
in the Woods come to 
mind. You could even 
bike or take the trolley 
to your destination and 
make it a family affair.

Bottom line: It’s sum-
mer, so keep the stress 
low and your spirits high.

The good news is, no 
one will starve. And 
remember, your kids can 
always pour a bowl of 
Lucky Charms or Raisin 
Bran for dinner (Lucky 
Charms are gluten free. 
Who knew?!).

We love problem-solving 
and giving advice! Please 
send us your questions & 
problems to advice@grosse
pointenews.com.

DEAR ABBY: In many 
ways, I am blessed. I 
have an amazing family, 
a great husband and a 
well-paying job that I 
enjoy. My only problem 
is, I hate myself. I hide 
my pain with humor (I’m 
pretty funny).

I have some childhood 
sexual abuse trauma and 
have had a lot of counsel-
ing. I’m hesitant to blame 
my current issues on 
something that hap-
pened so long ago, but 
why can’t I get my life 
together? I’m so happy 
now, so why is this drag-
ging me down? 

I combat my inner 
pain, stress and hate by 
eating. I cannot stop. I 
have gained so much 
weight it is hard to do 
normal activities. I am 
tired, disgusted and 
ashamed of being so out 
of control.

None of my clothes fi t. 
Every social situation is 
unbelievably overwhelm-
ing. I have tried diet after 
diet. Some work, but 
nothing sticks long term. 
I have removed all the 
mirrors in my house so I 
won’t have to look at 
myself. 

My family and friends 
are amazing, loving and 
supportive. My world 
would be nothing with-
out them. How can I 
mentally wire my jaw 
shut so I don’t shove 
every piece of food I see 
down my gullet? —
E X P L O D I N G  I N 
WASHINGTON

DEAR EXPLODING: 
You are far from the 
only person who has 
used food to mask emo-
tional pain. There is 
truth in the saying, 
“It’s not what you’re 
eating, but what’s eat-
ing you that may be the 
problem.” 

Two trusted organiza-
tions may be able to help 
you conquer this. The 
fi rst is the Rape, Abuse 
and Incest National 
Network (rainn.org). 
RAINN has been men-
tioned in my column 
many times. When you 
contact this group, it 
could connect you with 
counseling tailored to 
survivors of sexual 
abuse and help you to 
deal with any lingering 
issues from your child-
hood trauma. 

The second organiza-
t ion is  Overeaters 
Anonymous (oa.org). 
OA is a support group 
for people who can’t 
control their eating, 
based on the principles 
of AA. When you make 
contact, you will find 
them to be sympathetic 
and supportive -- there 
is no judging, weighing 
or shaming. It may give 
you the moral and emo-
tional support you need 
to regain control. I’m 
rooting for you.

DEAR ABBY: The 
other day I went to the 
pool in my neighbor-
hood and found there 
were four lounge chairs 

with towels on them 
indicating they were 
“reserved.” They are the 
best chairs in the pool 
area because they are 
covered by a small roof 
and protected from the 
sun. I then had to use 
another chair that only 
partially covered me. 

It wasn’t until three 
hours later, when I was 
about to leave, that a 
couple carrying party 
items showed up to claim 
the chairs. Would it have 
been OK to move the 
“reserved” chairs to 
another area and put 
mine under the roof, and 
then put them back when 
I leave? What if the peo-
ple come and I’m still 
there? — ALL WET IN 
FLORIDA

DEAR ALL WET: What 
those neighbors did was 
rude. Yes, it would have 
been OK for you to sit in 
the shade, protected from 
the sun. If the entitled 
folks who tied up the 
chairs (for hours) came 
down to use them within 
15 minutes, you could 

have moved. But under 
the circumstances, you 
should not have given up 
yours.

DEAR ABBY: A My 
wife and I have a dear 
friend who comes from 
out of town to visit a cou-
ple of times a year. We 
have known him for 
many years and enjoy his 
company. The problem is 
he has started wearing 
an excessive amount of 
cologne. It has reached 
the point where the scent 
is overwhelming. It gets 
into the upholstery, the 
mattress in the guest 
bedroom, etc. 

It’s not that either of us 
is allergic, it’s just that he 
uses way too much, and 
the fragrance lingers on 
long after he departs. So 
how do we have a con-
versation with someone 
who has “good” hygiene? 
— MAKES NO SCENTS 
IN TEXAS

DEAR MAKES NO 
SCENTS: A diplomatic 
way would be to tell this 
friend that you or your 
wife has developed a 
“sensitivity” (do not use 
the word “allergy,” 
which would be a lie) to 
scents, so you would 
appreciate it  if  he 
refrains from using any 
during his visits.

DEAR ABBY: A lonely 
friend who lives several 
hours away wants to visit 
me for a few days. He 
keeps bringing up the 

subject of visiting while I 
try to steer the conversa-
tion in another direction. 
My wife isn’t keen on the 
idea of someone she’s 
not familiar with staying 
with us. 

I don’t consider us 
close friends, and I have 
never invited him to 
stay. I prefer he not visit, 
mainly due to my wife’s 
concerns. Is there a way 
to get him to stop asking 
without losing his 
friendship? I suppose I 
could live without the 
friendship, but I don’t 
want to hurt him. —
F L U M M O X E D  I N 
FLORIDA

DEAR FLUMMOXED: 
Long-Tell this pushy 
individual you and your 
wife “cannot accommo-
date” a houseguest. 
Whatever the reason 
may be, it’s the truth. 
Keep repeating it as 
often as necessary.

DEAR ABBY: Please 
urge your readers to 
turn off their TVs and 
shut off their phones. 
My husband died while 
we were celebrating our 
45th wedding anniver-
sary. He was watching a 
TV program I didn’t care 
for, so I went in the other 
room to watch some-
thing else. I fell asleep, 
and when I went back 
into his room at the 
resort, he was dead. 

I’m having a hard time 
forgiving myself for not 
staying and watching it 

with him. How I wish we 
had turned the TV off 
and just talked that night 
— talked about every-
thing that had happened 
since we met, the things 
we did right and the 
things we did wrong. I 
wish we had stayed 
awake and talked until 
he took his last breath. 

I can’t change what 
happened to me, but I 
know some of your read-
ers can prevent it from 
happening to them. I 
miss my darling every 
day. Put those phones 
down! Turn your TVs off! 
Enjoy the love of your 
life while they are here 
with you. — JUST 
SAYING IN THE WEST

DEAR JUST SAYING: 
You did nothing to feel 
guilty for. Anyone who 
has lost a loved one has 
regrets; some more than 
others. What stands out 
most in your letter is its 
message to appreciate 
what we have while we 
still have it, because it 
applies to more than 
just widowhood.

Please accept my deep-
est sympathy for your 
loss, and thank you for 
wanting to warn others..

Dear Abby is written by 
Abigail Van Buren, also 
known as Jeanne Phillips, 
and was founded by her 
mother, Pauline Phillips. 
Contact Dear Abby at 
www.DearAbby.com or 
P.O. Box 69440, Los 
Angeles, CA 90069.

Abuse survivor has turned
to food to deal with past

5 Out Of 5

I am a chronic over-
packer and if you are too, 
these packing cubes will 
be your new best friend. 
My sister was the fi rst to 
order these packing cubes 
from Amazon and seeing 
how she could pack all her 
things into a carry-on for 
our trip to California while 
I still had to check a bag 
convinced me to try them. 

If you look up packing 
cubes on Amazon, a ton of 
different brands and 
options pop up and they 
seem to all practically be 
the same thing.

The ones I ordered spe-
cifically were called, 
“Packing Cubes 8 Sets 
T r a v e l  L u g g a g e 
Organizers Include 
Waterproof Shoe 
S torage  Bag 
C o n v e n i e n t 
P a c k i n g 
Pouches for 
Trave l l e r , ” 
by the brand 
Betllemory.

This set comes 
with eight storage pouches 
in different shapes and 
sizes, including special 
bags for shoes and cos-

metics. The best part: 
They’re only $17.00. 

The 
top of each cube is 

mesh, which I fi nd particu-
larly helpful because you 
can easily find which 
pouch you put your pants 
in and which one has 

y o u r  t o p s . 
Additionally, the 
cubes have a 
closing clip to 

keep all of your 
items secure, as 

well as make it easy 
to zip and lay it fl at 

in your suitcase.
I found I could pack 

so much more in a 
smaller space with these 

cubes. It also helped me 

be more selective with 
what I was bringing, 
because I would only 
allow myself to take what 
would fi t in the cube. 

These packing cubes 
made packing a breeze 
and helped me stay orga-
nized throughout my trav-
els. Now, my mom, sister 
and I all use them and we 
would never travel with-
out them.

If you want to simplify 
your packing process and 
stay organized on your 
next trip, I highly recom-
mend giving packing 

cubes a try. I rate these 
packing cubes 5 out of 5 
alligators because they are 
so helpful and easy to use. 

We LOVE testing out 
new things! Tell us about 
your favorite item or 
something you want us 
to try for you! Drop us a 
line at media@grossepoin-
tenews.com.

Dear Abby
by Abigail Van Buren
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Memor ia l  Day  i s 
right around the cor-
ner. I personally do 
not prefer sweets but 
also know that when I 
host,  most do! This 
checks all the boxes.

C r e a m y  c h e e s e 
thrown on the grill 
melted just until perfec-
tion is paired with a 
sweet and savory blend 
of strawberries, black-
berries and balsamic.

Make sure you are 
quick with the cheese 
— it cooks fast if your 
grill is hot. The end 
resul t  i s  complete , 
easy  perfection for all 
to enjoy.

 Cheers, Mombeau

Grilled Brie with 
Berries

1 8 oz wheel of brie

1 tbsp olive oil

1 cup sliced straw-
berries

½ cup fresh black-
berries

1 tbsp balsamic vin-
egar

1 tsp sugar

P l a c e  t h e  s t r a w -
b e r r i e s  i n  a  b o w l 
w i t h  v i n e g a r  a n d 
sugar .  Le t  s i t  for  10 

m i n u t e s  w h i l e  p r e -
heat ing  the  gr i l l . 

Take  the  whee l  o f 
b r i e  f r o m  t h e  c o n -
t a i n e r  a n d  b r u s h 
b o t h  s i d e s  w i t h 
o l ive  o i l .

P lace on a  medium 
t o  h i g h  h e a t  g r i l l . 
Gr i l l  for  one  to  two 
m i n u t e s  p e r  s i d e . 
R e m o v e  f r o m  t h e 
h e a t  a n d  a d d  t o  a 
p la t ter  wi th  a  s l iced 
baguet te  and  s turdy 
crackers .

Top wi th  the  won-
der fu l  s t rawberr i e s 
a n d  b l a c k b e r r i e s . 
And reve l  in  a  great 
gather ing  of  f r iends 
th is  Memor ia l  Day . PHOTO BY KAREN FERGUSON

Courtesy of Mombeau’s Table
Savory and Sweet

“Like fi ne old wine.”
We’ve all heard peo-

ple use versions of this 
timeworn saying, which 
suggests that the aging 
of any wine improves it. 
That may be true for 
about 1 percent of the 
wines in this world, but 
it has sad consequences 
for the other 99 percent. 

Most of the wines we 
drink tend to be young 
and fruity — and it’s 
that very fruit that we 
all cherish. We speak of 
chardonnay’s bright cit-
rus, gewurztraminer’s 
spiciness, riesling’s 
apple-y/fl oral sprightli-
ness and sauvignon 
blanc’s herbal fresh-
ness.

Too much age will 
diminish those ele-
ments.

Though it’s true that 
some of these wines will 
improve in the bottle, 
most people still appre-
ciate wine in its youth -- 
especially those wines 
that are reasonably 
priced. That includes 
the most interesting 
aromatics and flavors 
that we find in red 
wines. 

A few red wines do 
benefi t from time in the 
bottle, which creates 
the multiplicity of fla-
vors that wine collec-
tors cherish in mature 
wines. But most wine 
drinkers prefer to drink 
wines that are youthful.

Occasionally someone 
asks me if a particular 
older wine is “ready to 
drink” or “over the hill.” 
In most cases my fi rst 
assessment is of the 
person asking the ques-
tion. If it’s someone 

under the age of 35, my 
reaction usually is, “It’s 
best to drink it as soon 
as possible.”

Although I love the 
complexity that comes 
with aging many differ-
ent wines, I realize that 
it takes a learning curve 
to appreciate older reds 
and especially older 
whites. In most cases, 
younger consumers 
haven’t yet reached that 
level of sophistication 
where they can appreci-
ate maturity.

Here are a few exam-
ples:

Chardonnay: Aging 
wines made from this 
popular grape is proba-
bly not a good idea, 
though a few examples 
can prove to be fascinat-
ing and/or extraordi-
nary a few years down 
the road from their vin-
tage. I generally sug-
gest drinking them as 
young as possible.

Sauvignon Blanc:
Most of the best wines 
made from this variety 
are at their peak of 
freshness as young as 

possible. Still, a few dry 
versions (such as those 
from the Napa Valley or 
the Loire in France) can 
take on bouquet aro-
matics that make them 
fascinating as old as 10 
years or even older.

Pinot Gris: Almost all 
of the wines that carry 
this designation on their 
labels are made to be 
enjoyed when very 
young. Unknown to 
most people (including 

some so-called experts) 
is that this variety ages 
nicely for a few years 
beyond the vintage. 
Three or four years 
after the harvest date, 
pinot gris’ aromatics 
will change, but the 

wines may actually dis-
play fascinating charac-
teristics.

Cabernet Sauvignon: 
Fine examples of this 
wine often improve with 
a few years in the bottle, 
and some of the finest 
cabernets in the world 
require 20 years or more! 
But if you spend $10 to 
$20 for a bottle, it prob-
ably wasn’t intended for 
long-term storage.

Merlot: I like this 
medium-weight grape 
variety, especially when 
it’s grown in cooler cli-
mates. Then, depending 
on its acidity, it may 
improve for several 
years after its vintage 
date. Inexpensive ver-

sions, however, proba-
bly are best as young as 
possible.

Petite Sirah: This typ-
ically dark red wine is 
either blessed or cursed 
with signifi cant amounts 
of tannin, which allows 
it to age nicely for at 
least a decade. Even 
inexpensive versions 
can improve, with the 
wine taking on sublime 
elements.

S y r a h ,  M a l b e c , 
Zinfandel, Grenache, 
Pinot Noir: All fi ve of 
these red wines can 
benefi t from some time 
in the bottle, but as with 
any red wine, they are 
usually at a peak of 
development sooner 
than later.

The more you age any 
wine,  the more i t 
diverges from what it 
originally was. And 
although the diversity 
among all these differ-
ent varieties can be fas-
cinating, most wines 
never retain much if any 

of the original fruit 
components that were 
available in their youth.

In general, most wines 
are best younger than 
older.

Wine of the Week:
N2019 Frescobaldi 

Chianti “Castiglione” 
($16) — There’s no real 
need to age this lovely 
classically styled red 
wine from Tuscany 
because it already has a 
perfect affi nity for red-
sauced dishes. The 
aroma is classic Chianti 
with red and plum fruits 
and a trace of forest-y 
complexity. The fl avors 
are Tuscany personifi ed 
with ample acidity to 
work with lighter meat 
dishes like Bolognese 
pastas. 

To To find out more 
about Sonoma County 
resident Dan Berger, 
v i s i t  the  Creators 
Syndicate webpage at 
www.creators.com. 

COPYRIGHT 2023 
CREATORS.COM.

Whether making 
new friends or
gathering with old 
acquaintances,
or maybe celebrat-
ing a birthday, anni-
versary or weekend 
holiday, always 
drink responsibly.

Cabernet Sauvignon is one of the most age-able wines in the world. Time in 
the cellar can transform a fi nely made boisterous young Cabernet into an 
Aged Cabernet Sauvignon.

Pinot Gris

Best
BURGERS IN TOWN!BURGERS IN TOWN!

CALL for CARRY-OUTCALL for CARRY-OUT
18666 Mack Ave., Grosse Pointe Farms

313-881-5675
052523

SEE 
MENU

yKennedy’s

EST. 
1980

Doordash, Grubhub and UberEatsDoordash, Grubhub and UberEats

BEST
BEST

of the

20        22

Homemade
Hand-Breaded

 ONION RINGSONION RINGS
& MUSHROOMS& MUSHROOMS

Limited Time Specials!
Coney Dog - $3.95
Hot Dog - $2.95
Fish Tacos - $10.95
Quesadilla
Cheese - $8.95
Steak - $12.95
Chili Fries - $5.95
Add Cheese - $1.00

by Dan Bergerby Dan Berger

Older wines



MOVIE REVIEW
“Upside Down”

2012 - Rated PG-13
1 hr 49 min
★★★★✩

I saw this interesting 
film several years ago, 
and it really took me by 
surprise. I’ve never seen 
anything quite like it, 
and that’s a big part of its 
charm. I recently decided 
to rewatch it, and I think 
it’s held up quite well — 
it simply bowled me over 
a second time. “Upside 
Down” could loosely be 
described as a sci-fi 
romance fi lm, with less 
emphasis on the science 
and more on the fi ction. 
I’ve noticed that only a 
handful of reviewers 
share my enthusiasm for 
it, but that okay. I invite 
you to view this fi lm and 
decide for yourself. 

I n  t h e  o p e n i n g 
moments of “Upside 
Down,” a narrator 
explains the setting of 
the story. It takes place 
in another universe 
where two planets rotate 
around each other as 
they travel around their 
sun. Each planet has its 
own gravitational pull, 
which is opposite of the 
other. The upper world is 
home to the “haves” 
while the “have-nots” 
inhabit the lower world. 
The concept is described 
in more detail, but, you 
need to check reality at 

the door when watching 
the movie. The two 
worlds co-exist, however 
their inhabitants are for-
b i d d e n  t o 
interact. 

The visuals 
in the movie 
are absolutely 
spectacular. 
The writer/
director Juan 
Solanas is a 
true visionary. 
I read that it 
t o o k  h i m 
seven years to 
make this fi lm, 
and I can cer-
tainly believe 
it. Most of the 
scenes that take place in 
the upper world are 
bathed in a nostalgic, 
w a r m  g l o w .  T h e 
sequences that take 
place on the lower world 
are by contrast, dimly lit, 

and are depicted in 
brown and gray hues. 
And in the middle, con-
necting the two worlds is 
a massive structure built 
by the Transworld 
Corporation. The atmo-
sphere in this building is 
filled with dazzlingly 
bright blues and cool 
white colors. 

Our story is about a 
young couple, Adam 
(Jim Sturgess) and Eden 
(Kirsten Dunst) who 
meet one day on the 
mountaintops of their 
respective worlds. They 
play together, and soon 

fall in love.  It’s another 
retelling of the “Romeo 
and Juliet” story, but I 
can guarantee you’ve 

never seen it presented 
quite like this. The two 
young lovers are smitten 
with each other, and you 
can feel the chemistry 
between Sturgess and 
Dunst in every scene 

they share. Then tragi-
cally, while being pur-
sued by the police for 
their forbidden relation-
ship, Eden takes a horri-
ble fall and that chapter 
in their lives is closed. 

We jump ahead 10 
years. Adam has been 
working in a laboratory 
headed by his mentor 
Albert (Blu Mankuma). 
He’s developed an anti-
aging cream that’s based 
on anti-gravity princi-
ples. (Again, try not to 
apply logic here.) When 
he discovers his one true 
love is alive and working 

at the scientifi c arm of 
Transworld, he takes a 
job there to fi nd her and 
rekindle their relation-
ship. Two major obsta-
cles are in his way. 
Because of her accident 
ten years ago, Eden suf-
fers from amnesia and 
doesn’t remember him 
when they reconnect. 
And to survive in the 
upper (upside down) 
world, he has to wear a 
special suit loaded with 

anti-matter 
metal bars. 
These heat 
up and can 
burn human 
flesh after 
just an hour.  

The first 
time Adam 
enters the 
office for a 
job interview 
pract ical ly 
takes your 
breath away.  
It’s a large, 
open work-

space, and we see people 
from the upper world 
going about their busi-
ness upside down on the 
top half of the screen. 
The workers from the 
lower world are right 
side up on the lower half. 
The effect is just one of 
the many visual specta-
cles that make this such 
a wonderful movie. 

On the fi rst day at his 
new job, Adam meets a 
fellow inventor Bob, who 
has a cubicle directly 
above his. Timothy Spall, 
one of my favorite actors, 
plays him. Bob is an ami-
able chap, and when he’s 
abruptly fired after 30 
years with the company, 
he becomes Adam’s 
accomplice in his quest 
to win Eden back. 

I can almost guarantee 

you’ve never seen a fi lm 
quite l ike “Upside 
Down.” It’s just a won-
derful, heart-warming 
tale the whole family will 
enjoy. It could almost be 
a film from Disney or 
Dream Works. And it’s a 
movie worth watching 
more than once.

You have several view-
ing options. Watch it for 
free on Hoopla.com 
(with your library card), 
Freevee, and Tubi. Also 
on Peacock and The 
Roku Channel.

My rating system:

★ A real stinker. A 
movie that is so bad,
you’re embarrassed to 
admit you’ve seen it, 
but you have to rate it 
nonetheless. 

★★ So-so. Not a total 
waste of time, but you 
would have been better 
off reading a good book. 

★★★ Pretty good. In
fact, if there weren’t any 
other movies in your 
queue, you might watch 
it again.

★★★★ One you’d

recommend to friends.

★★★★★ So good
you’d actually go out and 
buy it! 

About this column:
My main focus is on

fi lms that I feel have gone 
under the radar and 
deserve more recognition.

They include both 
mainstream and indie 
films streaming on ser-
vices l ike Netf l ix, 
Hoopla, and Kanopy. I’ll 
also review noteworthy 
new theatrical releases as 
well.

For movie trailers, visit 
youtube.com.

If you have any sugges-
tions, feel free to email me 
at: dominmark@yahoo.
com. 

Also, if you’re looking 
for more recommenda-
tions, be sure to check 
out my blog: mov-
iejunkiemark.blogspot.
com.
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The two worlds bridged by the Transworld Corporation. 
Adam, (Jim Sturgess) in his laboratory. 

Eden, (Kirsten Dunst) demonstrates the upside-
down Martini. 

The young lovers share a special moment. 

Movie Junkie Mark
by Mark Domin

                                                                                                                                                      PHOTOS COURTESY OF LIONSGATE

Left, Kirsten Dunst as Eden and Jim Sturgess as Adam in the 2012 movie 
“Upside Down,” directed by Juan Solanas. 
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Moon Alert: There are 
no restrictions to shop-
ping or important deci-
sions today. The Moon 
is in Leo.

Happy Birthday for 
Thursday, May 25, 2023:

You are attractive. You 
have charisma. You are 
also laid-back and easy-
going, which means peo-
ple like you. This year is 
the fi rst year of a nine-
year cycle for you, which 
means you can expect 
new opportunities, new 
beginnings, adventures 
and major changes in 
your life. Get ready!. 

ARIES
(March 21-April 19)

This can be a playful day. 
It’s a good day to explore 
hobbies and creative proj-
ects. Sports events and play-
ful activities with children 
are also excellent choices. 
Financial delays are dimin-
ishing, which means you 
can move forward with 
more confi dence at work. 
Tonight: Protect children.

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)

With increased activity 
and chaos on the home-
front (possibly due to 
visiting guests, residen-
tial moves, renovations 
or redecorating proj-
ects), whatever the case, 
it’s a small wonder that 
you need to focus on 
home and family today. 
Fortunately, your com-
munications will be 
more effective! Tonight: 
A surprise.

GEMINI
(May 21-June 20)

This continues to be 
a powerful t ime for 
you because the Sun is 
in your sign. Make the 
most of this advan-
tage! Go after what 
you want. You have 
increased confidence 
and good fortune now. 
Today,  communica-
t ions with s ibl ings, 
neighbors and rela-
tives are likely. Stay 
busy. Tonight: Avoid 
accidents.

CANCER
(June 21-July 22)

Despite your impulse to 
work alone or behind the 
scenes right now, today 
you are focused on fi nan-
cial issues, shopping and 
cash fl ow. Guard against 
impulsive decisions. 
(Usually, you are wise 
about how you handle your 
money because you are 
careful and thrifty.) 
Tonight: Be alert.

LEO
(July 23-Aug. 22)

Today the Moon is in 
your sign, which makes 
you more emotional than 
usual; however, it also 
boosts your good luck a 
tiny bit. This means you 
have an edge over all the 
other signs. Perhaps you 
can test this. Ask the uni-
verse for a favor. Tonight: 
Stay in control.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

Mixed messages are in 
the air for you today. With 
the Sun high in your chart, 
you are high-viz. In fact, 
people admire you! 
However, the Moon is hid-
ing in your chart, which 
means you want to be reclu-
sive and work alone or stay 
behind the scenes. You can 
juggle these energies today. 
Tonight: Solitude.

LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

Competition with a 
friend or a group might be 
taking place for many. You 
certainly have the energy 
to direct group dynamics. 
Today, a heart-to-heart 
conversation with some-
one could be important. 
You might explore future 
travel plans with a friend 
or a group. Tonight: A 
new friend?

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

For some reason, personal 
details about your private life 
seem to be public today. 
People might talk about you 
or read about you. Do be 
aware of this in case you 
have to do some damage 
control. Possibly, you can 

work this to your advan-
tage. Tonight: Be wary 
of authority.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

You are always keen to 
travel and discover new 
vistas and meet new peo-
ple. Today you have this 
urge. Do what you can to 
satisfy your need for 
some fresh stimulation. 
Go someplace you’ve 
never been before. Talk 
to a stranger. Learn 
something new! Tonight: 
Plans change. 

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

You are work oriented 
right now, which is why 
you’re putting out a lot of 
effort to accomplish as 
much as you can, as effi -
ciently as possible. Today 
shared property, inheri-
tances, wills, estates and 
insurance issues could 
be your primary focus. 
Get stuff done! Tonight: 
Check your fi nances.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

Because the Moon is 
opposite your sign 
today, you will have to 
go more than halfway 
when dealing with oth-
ers. This is no biggie. It 
simply requires a little 
patience, cooperation 
and a willingness on 
your part. You are in a 
playful frame of mind! 
Tonight: Patience.

PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20)

While focused on family 
and your private life, today 
you will take care of 
hygiene details. You want 
to get better organized. 
You also might want to do 
something that will pro-
mote your own good 
health. Many of you will 
also deal with the details of 
taking care of a pet. 
Tonight: Be mindful.

BORN TODAY
Actress Octavia Spencer 

(1970), actress Jacki 
Weaver (1947), actor Cillian 
Murphy (1976).

Weekly HoroscopesWeekly HoroscopesWeekly Horoscopes
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Contract BridgeContract Bridge
SNEAK ATTACK

Assume you’re East and declarer 
gets to four spades on the sequence 
shown. Your partner leads the dia-
mond three, and you cash the K-A 
of diamonds before playing another 
diamond, ruffed by declarer with the 
nine of spades. South leads the king of 
trump, your partner following suit, and 
the question is whether to take the king 
with the ace or duck it.

Let’s say you decide to duck the king, 

which is fairly standard play. This does 
not turn out well, because South next 
leads the queen of trump, disclosing 
the 4-1 trump division. You are now a 
deceased pigeon, whatever you do.

If you take your ace, South has an easy 
time scoring the rest of the tricks. If you 
don’t take it, South has to work harder, 
but you still wind up behind the eight 
ball. He cashes the ace of hearts and 
begins to run dummy’s clubs. Whether 
you ruff the third club high, low or not at 
all, your cause is hopeless.

Oddly enough, the correct play is to 
win the king of trump with the ace at 
trick four and lead a diamond! This 
might seem like a crazy thing to do 
— after all, you’re presenting declar-
er with a ruff-and-discard — but it is 
a play that is virtually certain to defeat 
the contract.

What do you think South would 
do if you led the fourth round of dia-
monds at trick five? He doesn’t know 
that the trumps are divided 4-1, and he 
would feel foolish indeed if he discard-
ed a winner from his hand and West 
scored the setting trick with the seven 
or eight of trump. Holding the Q-J-10 
of spades, South would be much more 
likely to ruff with the ten and hope for 
a 3-2 trump division. Once he did that, 
he could no longer make the contract.

©2023 King Features Syndicate Inc.

by Steve Becker

The beginning of summer, as many would say,

Starts out on the very last Monday in May;

It’s a day off from work and a barbecue spread

And the Indy 500 and poppies of red

And oh, so much more for, lest we forget,

Those defenders of freedom — we owe them our debt!

The men and the women who selfl essly gave

Their own lives for ours that our banner might wave

O’er the land of the brave and the home of the free;

Oh, yes, they’ve delivered for you and for me!

Let’s give a salute and a tip of the wing

To those who gave all that our freedom might ring

As well as the families who suffered the cost — 

May heaven reward them for all that they’ve lost.

 Joan LeGro Bushnell

Memorial Day 2023
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Sponsored by:
Lakeside Fishing Shop
25110 Jefferson Avenue/10 Mile Road
St. Clair Shores  • (586) 777-7003

FISH TIPS
by Lakeside

Fishing Shop

By Anne Gryzenia 
Publisher

On your mark, get set, fish! Our 
fun yearly contest starts today, May 
25, and runs until Thursday, June 29. 
Each week, there are several catego-
ries offering the chance to win cash 
prizes. Divisions are based on age, 
and fish are based on length only 
for bass (combined small and large-
mouth), pike, muskie and walleye. 
This year we have even more excit-
ing prizes, including gift certificates 
from Fishbones, Whistle Stop and 
Lakeside Fishing Shop, electronics 
and more. Be sure to enter no matter 
the size of your fish — everyone who 
submits a fish is eligible to win great 
prizes via random drawing.

A huge thank you and shout out 
to our community sponsors who 
make these fun and special events 
possible. Without the engaged and 
generous businesses around town, 
life would be a lot less fun. Be sure 
to consider this when shopping for 
goods and services.

This year, our premier sponsor 
is our local Charles Schwab office, 
which offers personalized full-ser-
vice financial consulting and invest-
ment guidance.

“We’re excited to join fellow mem-
bers of our community and unite over 
our shared appreciation of this hob-
by and the great outdoors,” said Kyle 
Hecht, ndependent ranch eader 
and inancial onsultant at Charles 

about working 1:1 with our clients 
to help them achieve their financial 
goals. We’re delighted to be active 
members of the Grosse Pointe com-
munity and look forward to building 
connections that go well beyond our 
branch.” 

Fishbones, wh  has been a spon-
sor since the contest’s inception, is 
once again offering amazing week-
ly gift cards. Have you been to their 
outdoor patio yet this year? It’s the 
perfect place to enjoy a meal with 
friends, family and fresh air.  

Be sure to pick up all of your fish-
ing gear, bait and tackle at Lakeside 
Fishing Shop, which provides our 
fishing reports, gift cards, and rod and 
reel combos that two lucky winners 
will receive. And last but certainly 
not least, Whistle Stop Hobby & Toy, 
wh  ha  donated $25 gift cards for 
a few lucky winners. And new this 
year from an anonymous donor who 
LOVES fishing, we have electronic 
prizes the kids will be sure to love, in-
cluding a bluetooth speaker ($150 val-
ue), a PC gaming mouse ($129 value), 
Wireless mouse ($30 value), Bluetooth 
keyboard ($50 value) and Yeti micro-
phone ($129 value).

 The nitty gritty: Subscribing to the 
Grosse Pointe News has its perks! 
Participants must have an adult sub-
scriber in the household to enter this 
amazing contest. Subscribe online at 
grossepointenews.com or call 
882-6900. See complete rules online 
at grossepointenews.com/fishing.

N !!Inshore Fishing ClassicInshore Fishing Classic
20232023IT’S

OH,OH,

Annual Grosse Pointe News Inshore
Fishing Classic kicks off this week

FISHING CONTEST

See schwab.com/pricing for additional information. 

© 2023 Charles Schwab & Co., Inc. (“Schwab”) Member SIPC. 
All rights reserved. (1120-0JP6) SCH11020-55 (05/23)

Get started at  
schwab.com/GrossePointe

Full service. Low costs.
No tradeoffs.

Jackie Piper
Financial Consultant

Kyle Hecht
Branch Leader

Grosse Pointe Branch
20879 Mack Ave., Unit #5
Grosse Pointe, MI 48236 
313-743-0433
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report: Call (586) 777-7008

THIS WEEK’S TIP:
Lot of action on the river. It’s a mixed 
bag on bait. Perch biting near Grosse 
Pointe Yacht Club. Get on out there!

2023 Grosse Pointe News 
Inshore Fishing Classic

Who: You! Age categories: 
DIVISION A - Age 12 and under,
DIVISION B - Ages 13-18
DIVISION C - Adults, age 19+

What: 3rd Annual Grosse Pointe 
News Onshore Fishing Classic

Where: Anywhere in the Grosse 
Pointes and surrounding areas on 
land only (no boats)

When: May 25 - June 29, 2023

Why: Great prizes, fresh air and 
good times in the Pointes.

Prizes: $50 per fish category for 
the 12 and under and ages 13-18 divi-
sions, plus $100 for the largest fish of 
the week. 

$25 per fish category for the adult, 
age 19+ division, plus $50 for the 
largest fish of the week for adult, age 
19+division.

Details: Visit grossepointenews.
com/fishingclassic for full contest 
rules and details.

A couple of our 2022 partic-
ipants show off their prize 
catches: Top, Alex Blyth, of 
Grosse Pointe, caught a 24” 
pike in the Division B contest. 
Above, Henry  with his 
impressive 16” smallmouth. 

Schwab’s Grosse Pointe Indepen-
dent Branch. “We’re honored to be 
the premier sponsor of this special 
local event. At our Charles Schwab 
branch, we provide local access to 
a range of modern investing, wealth 
management and personal finance 
guidance and services that combine 
the best of what people and technol-
ogy can provide. We are champions 
of investors, and we’re passionate 

COURTESY PHOTOS
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Anglers...Let’s do it again!
Time to ready your rods and reels for the 

3rd ANNUAL GROSSE POINTE NEWS
 INSHORE FISHING CLASSIC

May 25th to June 29th 
Winners announced every week for each division

1. Bass (smallmouth and largemouth combined)
2. Muskie 3. Walleye 4. Pike

!

CCOONNTTEESSTT RRUULLEESS::

2023 PRIZES 

  

ALLIGN WITH 19.5’ MARK 
AND TAPE TOGETHER

FISH
NN !!Inshore Fishing ClassicInshore Fishing Classic

20232023

Lakeside Fishing

WHISTLE STOP HOBBY & TOYG R O S S E  P O I N T E
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MANY THANKS TO OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS

Lakeside Fishing

G R O S S E  P O I N T E

It takes a community to pull off a major 
event like the Fishing Classic. That’s why 
we are so very grateful for our sponsor 

-
cult to bring this event to the Pointes each 
year, and provide an opportunity for some 
family-friendly fun, a chance to enjoy our 
beautiful neighborhood lakes and rivers, 
and have a little good-natured competition.

Join us in thanking our wonderful spon-
sors, who have so generously underwritten 
the contest and provided amazing prizes 

We are happy to be a part of this great 
community of kind and engaged business-
es.

Now, let’s GO FISH — and bring back 

Lake St. Clair facts

Area: 430 square miles — 26 miles x 24 miles
 10 to 11 feet

 21.3 feet
27 feet in the navigation     

channel, made deeper to accomodate freighter passage
Elevation: 574 feet above sea level

 Perch, walleye,   
smallmouth bass and muskie
Fed by:
of Lake Huron.
Name: In 1687, French explorere Rene Robert Cavelier  
named the body of water Lac Sainte-Claire, as he sight
ed it on the feast day of Saint Clare of Asissi. By 1710,  
the English adopted the name as Saint Clare, but by 

and has become most widely used.

Gone fishin’

There’s nothing like a day of fishing with your dad to make happy lifetime 
memories. Kyle Hecht and 3-year-old son Hunter, above, fish for bluegill 
on Lake St. Clair. Hunter is mastering his skills so that he can teach his 
new baby sister, Piper, how to fish someday. What a great big brother! 
Hecht is ranch eader at Charles Schwab Grosse Pointe, a  sponsor 
of the Grosse Pointe News Inshore Fishing Classic this year.

COURTESY PHOTO

Lac St. Clair
A place of wonder and natural beauty

Source: Justfunfacts.com

One local expert’s pier-to-pier  review
By Brian Owen
Special Writer

The Grosse Pointe News’ third annual In-
shore Fishing Contest kicks off this week, 
which means it’s time to hit your local pier. 
I visited three of the piers this week and dis-
covered a lot about what they can offer local 
fishing enthusiasts. 

I fished each pier for 60 minutes and took 
only the following equipment:

• Two bait caster reels and 7-  rods

• One rubber fishing net

• One gator grip

• Hook outs

•

• Booyah spinner bait

Thursday, May 18, I made my way to 
Grosse Pointe Park to fish the pier at Wind-
mill Pointe Park. Over my many years of 
fishing in Grosse Pointe, this was my first 
time fishing this storied pier, which has 
been known to produce some big fish. 

It was around 3 p.m. when I arrived and 
my first cast was at 3:10 p.m. The sun was 
bright and there wasn’t a cloud in the sky. 
There was a fairly impressive hatch taking 
place as well and the pier was slowly being 
taken over by insects.

At 3:19, wham! My first and only fish, 
a stout 16.5-inch smallmouth bass  the 
Ra-pala jerk bait. It gave me a solid 
fight, as most smallmouth do, along 
with a confi-dence boost in being able to 
crack the code at a new spot on Lake St. 
Clair. There were a few other people 
fishing and everyone was catching fish. 

The biggest challenge at this particular 
pier was the bass fishermen in boats spot 
locked on the corner of the pier where the 
lake meets the Detroit River. Not only is it a 
very strong current with eddies and waves 
bouncing off the break wall, but you have to 
compete with anglers in boats who decide 
to fish an area dedicated to pier fishing rath-
er than any other spot on this giant body 
of water. Smallmouth bass and silver bass 
were being caught pretty consistently by ev-
eryone along the pier. 

By 4:10 p.m., time was up. I had several 
other good-size followers, but wasn’t able 

to land another. I was pretty happy with my 
one fish considering the amount of fishing 
pressure the pier was under at that time. 
The views of the freighters up close and 
talking to the others fishing kept me enter-
tained and left me wanting to return to fish 
another day. 

Sunday, May 21, my son, Ben, and I head-
ed to Pier Park in Grosse Pointe Farms. It 
was another sunny, beautiful 65-degree day 
and the wind was out of the east. The pier 
was peppered with anglers of all ages and 
especially kids. Ben decided to play with 
his remote-control monster truck, which 

allowed me to focus on the task at hand: 
landing a big fish. 

The wind was out of the east fairly strong 
when we arrived and made casting more 
challenging. The smallmouth were biting 
by the corner of the pier, which was a good 
sign. For the next 30 minutes we made our 
way around the pier as a hatch of flies be-
gan to noticeably increase. When we got to 
the other end where the kids were catching 
jumbo perch — wham! — a 27-inch muskie 
slammed my spinner bait and of course, I 
had left my net at the other side of the pier. 

After a brief battle with the mid-sized 
muskie, I walked the fish over toward the 
kids catching perch and nonchalantly asked 
f I could borrow a net. Well, they sprung 

into action and got me a net before I could 
even finish asking. They were so excited I 
had caught a muskie and they couldn’t wait 
to help me get it over the wall. Before I could 
get the fish back in the water, I noticed a 
few of the kids had switched to a spinner 
bait. It was fun to see so many young an-
glers as excited about fishing as I am. 

Ben and I watched them catch a few 
more jumbo perch before our hour was up. 
We made our way back to the parking lot 
and ran into another duo who had just lost 
a big smallmouth trying to lift it over the 
pier without a net. They were still smiling 
anyway and it was great to see a youngster 
fishing the pier with his grandpa. John and 
Jack Shumaker of Grosse Pointe Farms 
were having a great afternoon together, en-
joying one of the best resources our towns 
have to offer. 

Sunday night I made my way to Neff 
Park. The lake was flat with almost no wind 
and there was another hatch taking place, 
although it did not appear to be the same 
as the others.

Brian Owen continues his pier-to-pier tale in next 
week’s Grosse Pointe News.

Grosse Pointe fishing afici nado Brian Owen holds up his 16.5” smallmouth 
bass, caught during his first time fishing at Windmill Pointe Park. 

COURTESY PHOTO



Flying McCoys     Glenn McCoy Ziggy                  Tom Wilson

EXTRA  SUPPLEMENTAL  FISHING

Bizarro         Dan Piraro and Wayno

“MAYBE  WE  SHOULD  JUST  
BUY  ONE...  OR  WE’LL

ALL  WIND  UP  HUNGRY.”

B.C.                                                 Johnny Hart and Mason Mastroianni 

Andy Capp                                                            Reg Smythe 

Wizard of Id   Created by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart. Currently by Mason Mastroianni
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Beetle Bailey                                      Greg, Brian, Neal and Mort Walker
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Hagar The Horrible                                Dik Browne and Chris Browne
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                                              Hank Ketchum andDennis the Menace Marcus Hamilton

Comics

LET’S GO FISHING!LET’S GO FISHING! COLORING CONTEST

WIN a $25 
gift card to 
Whistle Stop 
Hobby & Toy!

Child’s name __________________________________________Age ________
City ______________________________________________________________
email address ______________________________________________________
Phone number _____________________________________________________

KIDS age 2-12, email a 
photocopy to:
marketing@grossepointenews,com
or deliver to:
16980 Kercheval Place, GP
by 5pm on 6/2/23.

Inshore Fishing Classic

Inshore Fishing Classic

20232023

FISHING FUN • FISHING FUN • FISHING FUN
GROSSE POINTE NEWS, MAY 25, 2023  9C
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Garfield                                                                       Jim Davis
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Beetle Bailey Greg, Brian, Neal and Mort Walker

Flying McCoys           Glenn McCoyZiggy Tom Wilson

Wizard of Id       Created by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart. Currently by Mason Mastroianni

Andy Capp Reg Smythe 

© 2023 by Andrews McMeel Syndication 5/18 Solution

Complete the 
grid so every row, 
column and 3 x 3 
box contains 
every digit from 
1 to 9 inclusively.

Previous puzzle 
solution

U N I V E R S A L
Sudoku Puzzle

5/25

Blondie Chris and Dean Young
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Family Circus                                        Bill and Jeff Keane

“I don’t even hafta tag you, Jeffy.
You’re out for goin’ out of the baseline.”

©2023 Bill Keane, Inc. 
Dist. by King Features Synd. 
www.familycircus.com

Universal Crossword

© 2023 by Andrews McMeel Universal 
www.upuzzles.com

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER

Edited by David Steinberg May 25, 2023

5/18 Solution

Drop-Down Menu by Sarah Butkovic and Jeff Chen5/25

ACROSS
 1 Grinders and 

hoagies
 5 Personal 

histories
10 Red or blue 

caplet in 
“The Matrix”

14 “What time 
___?”

15 Chicago Sky 
star Quigley

16 Zone
17 Diddly-squat
18 Chap who 

calls chips 
“crisps”

19 A Swiss army 
knife has 
many

20 Meaty 
appetizer 
served with 
ranch

23 Currently
24 Taken-back 

autos
28 Bobby who 

sang “Dream 
Lover”

29 Breakfast 
creation with 
a fluffy white 
base

32 Name within 
“brainiac”

34 Once owned
35 A banana 

duct-taped 
to the wall, 
to some

36 Light, fluffy 
dessert

41 Calif. airport 
near SJC

42 Pen brand
43 Cabo ___ 

Lucas
44 Cold Filipino 

treat with 
a repetitive 
name

47 Surprise 
attacks

 51 Speak 
pompously

 52 Candy wafer 
in a roll

 54 Famed 
Manhattan 
neighborhood 
... or where 
you wouldn’t 
find 20-, 
29-, 36- and 
44-Across?

 58 Jigsaw 
puzzle side

 61 Constantly 
vex

 62 “___ off 
to you!”

 63 Like a lemon
 64 Hit hard, in 

the Bible
 65 Frozen drink 

brand
 66 Cats and 

snakes, e.g.
 67 Puts a 

strain on
 68 Dishonorable 

dudes
DOWN
  1 2003 

animated 
film about 
a legendary 
sailor

 2 Patriotic 
American 
chant

 3 Try to buy, at 
an auction

 4 Hiring process
 5 Painter 

Picasso
 6 Authorize
 7 Hardly speedy
  8 Polynesian-

themed 
bar type

  9 Spotted
 10 Took a 

breather
 11 Org. that 

takes many 
forms?

 12 Stan of 
Marvel 
Comics

 13 “___ Manani-
tas” (Mexican 
birthday 
song)

 21 Musical 
about an 
orphan

 22 “Despicable
Me” antihero

 25 Mountaintop
 26 Shrek or Fiona
 27 Cpl.’s 

superior
 29 ___ Taco 

(former ice 
cream treat 
with a 
rhyming 
name)

 30 Vientiane
native

 31 Ironically, they
may be even

 33 Jessica of 
“Honey”

 36 Not at all 
close

 37 Mardi Gras 
city, for short

 38 Chick-___-A
 39 Diamond unit
 40 Lawless
 41 “Dexter” 

channel, 
for short

 45 Additional 
people

 46 Laugh 
syllable in 
“Billie Jean”

 48 Destination
in the 
“Odyssey”

 49 Did keto, say
 50 Smell and 

taste
 52 Navigate 

thin ice?
 53 Dust 

arachnids
 55 For fear that
 56 Tibetan priest
 57 Pixy ___ 

(candy)
 58 Psychic’s 

“gift”: Abbr.
 59 Buck 

passer?
 60 ___ feeling 

(instinct)

5/25

Popeye Bud Sagendorf

and
                   il Ci

Puzzles

©
2023 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. W
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Over The Hedge Michael Fry and T. Lewis

F Minus Tony Carrilo
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Reality Check          Dave Whamond Bizarro Dan Piraro and Wayno

Hagar The Horrible Dik Browne and Chris Browne

Wumo Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler 

B.C. Johnny Hart and Mason Mastroianni 
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Peanuts                                                                                                                                               Charles M. Schulz
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Carpe Diem Niklas Eriksson

“I couldn’t get back to sleep after
being wakened by the Squirrel Police.”

The Lockhorns Bill Hoest, Bunny Hoest and John Reiner

Dennis the Menace  Ron Ferdinand and Marcus Hamilton
Hank Ketchum, Scott Ketchum,

t
Comics

Close To Home John McPherson

Crankshaft Tom Batiuk and Dan Davis
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Crock Created by Bill Rechin and Brant Parker 

©
 2022 by North America Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

Marmaduke Paul & Brad Anderson

Mother Goose and Grim Mike Peters

“AT  LEAST  NOW  YOU  KNOW  SOMEBODY  IS
READING  YOUR  BLOG.”

“THE  ONLY  TIME  I  HEAR  MY  MOM  SWEAR
IS  WHEN  SHE  STEPS  ON  THESE  SCALES.”
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Accepting New Patients Ages 18 and UnderAccepting New Patients Ages 18 and Under

On-Site Orthodontics for Adults &On-Site Orthodontics for Adults &

ChildrenChildren

Sedation and General AnesthesiaSedation and General Anesthesia

availableavailable

Infant oral health visits & special needsInfant oral health visits & special needs

dentistrydentistry

Our doctors have specialty post graduateOur doctors have specialty post graduate

training in Pediatrics and Orthodonticstraining in Pediatrics and Orthodontics

HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaappppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppyyyyyyyyyy SSSSSSmmmmmiiilllees!

Creatingg HHeeallllllllllltttttttttttttttttttthhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy,,

www.GrowingSmilesPD.com

Call 586-800-GROW
22524GreaterMack Ave

St. Clair Shores, MI 48080

05
25

23

Reading POPS!

Standards Link: Use the 
newspaper to locate information.

Every time you do a 
Kid Scoop Extra! 

Extra! this summer, 
color in a firecracker!

This summer, be sure to spend time at your local library. Did you 
know it is a magical place? Kid Scoop’s Jim the Librarian says, 

“Be sure to tell your librarian the kinds of books you like to read. 
Your librarian is your guide to the magic of the library!”

Books called biographies introduce you 
to famous people. Read about the lives of 
some interesting people this summer!

Books and stories are set in interesting places, all over the world 
and even in magical places. Color in part of this rocket’s trail 
for each real or imaginary place you read about this summer.

How many stars can 
you find on this 

page in two 
minutes?

Can you 
find the 

two 
identical 
robots?

Travel Through Time!
Do you want to learn about pirates? Dinosaurs? 
Pyramids? History books can let you travel 
through time!

Can you 

find at least 

10 differences 

between 

these two 

dinosaurs?

Magazine Shelf
Every time you spend 
10 minutes or more 
reading a magazine, 
color in one of the 
magazines on this 
shelf.

Color one of 
these books each 
time you read a 

book this 
summer!

Use the code to reveal 
the names of some 

famous people. Read 
more about them at 

your library!

A
B
C
D
E

26
25
24
23
22

=
=
=
=
=

F
G
H
I
J

21
20
19
18
17

=
=
=
=
=

K
L

M
N
O

16
15
14
13
12

=
=
=
=
=

P
R
S
T
U

11
10
9
8
7

=
=
=
=
=

26 25 10 26 19 26 14

17 26 13 22 20 12 12 23 26 15 15

10 12 9 26 11 26 10 16 9

10 12 13 26 15 23 10 22 26 20 26 13

15 18 13 24 12 15 13

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

Library Adventures
Follow the maze to visit each section of the library.

START

SCIENCE
FICTION

MYSTERY

NON-
FICTION

HUMOR
FINISH

© 2023 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 39, No. 26

Select a picture of a sports star or famous 
person in the newspaper. Pretend this person 
can talk to you. Write words for them to say 
and put the words in a talking bubble to make 
the picture look like a comic.
Standards Link: Language Arts: Write descriptive paragraphs.

Talking Pictures Cutest Animal 
on Earth

What do you think is the 
cutest animal on earth? 

Why? Write a paragraph 
to convince others to 
share your opinion.

The adjective imaginary
means something unreal that 

exists only in the mind.

IMAGINARY

Try to use the word 
imaginary in a sentence 

today when talking with your 
friends and family members.

Sue drew many dragons and 
other imaginary creatures.

This week’s word:
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R
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R

S

T

L

E

V

A

R
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A

A

G

BOOKS
FAMOUS
GUIDE
LIBRARY
LOCAL
MAGAZINE
MAGIC
NEWSPAPER
READ
ROBOTS
SHELF
STARS
SUMMER
TRAVEL
WORLD Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 

words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Read a 
newspaper 
article to a 

family 
member.

Read first 
thing in 

the 
morning.

Get a 
library 
card.

Read to a 
friend 

over the 
phone.

Read 
with your 

feet in 
a pool.

Read 
10 

comic 
strips.

Read 
a 

spooky 
story.

Read with 
a friend, 
taking 
turns 

reading 
aloud.

Read 
a story 
written 

in rhyme.

Read 
and 

follow a 
recipe.

Read 
by a 

campfire.

Write a 
story and 

read it 
aloud.

Read 
outside 
for 30 

minutes.

Read 
in 

bed.

Read 
with a
friend.

Read 
to a 

parent.

Read to 
someone 

older 
than you.

Read to 
someone 
younger 
than you.

Listen to 
a story 
read to 

you.

Play a 
board 
game.

Read a 
book 

written 
before you 
were born.

Read a 
book a 
parent 

enjoyed as 
a child.

Read 
under a 

tree.

Read a 
book that 
makes you 

laugh.

Every time you do one of the 
following, cross out that box. 

Score yourself:

1-3 boxes:

4 - 7 boxes:

8 - 11 boxes:

12 - 15 boxes:

16 - 19 boxes:

20 - 23 boxes:

All 24 boxes:

Bright Beginner

Strong Starter

Rising Reader

Reading Rock Star

Super Summer Reader

Powerhouse Reader

ULTIMATE READER!

e of 
s each 
ead a 
is 
r!

, No. 26

This week’s Kid Scoop page is 
one big chart to keep track of 

your summer reading! Save this 
page and post it somewhere so 

you can track your reading 
accomplishments!
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102 Kercheval Avenue, Suite 200 • Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236 • (313) 882-7100 • www.pointecapital.com 

A MODERN APPROACH TO TRADITIONAL INVESTING™

Jeff Huebner • Liz Ottaway • Paul Huebner • Chuck Huebner • Jim Carroll • Heather Williams • Susan Doughty

(313) 460-2225
18412 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Farms

26 years of Real Estate Experience Working For You

DINO RICCI

Last week held some 
of the most highly antic-
ipated days on the calen-
dar for the girls tennis 
season. Grosse Pointe 
South, Grosse Pointe 
North and University 
Liggett battled in their 
regional tournaments to 
see who could earn spots 
in the state fi nals. In the 
end, all three teams 
fared well in their 
regions, with South tak-
ing home fi rst place and 
both the Norsemen and 
Knights earning second-
place fi nishes. 

North hosted South 
along with seven other 
teams last Wednesday, 
May 17, in the Division 2 
regional tournament. 
The battle for much of 
the day centered on the 
Blue Devils vs. the 
Norsemen, and it ended 
with South at the top of 
the standings and North 
in a close second. 

The Norsemen domi-
nated much of singles 
p l a y .  H e l a i n a 
Pietrowsky, Stephanie 
Karoutsos and Elene 
Shaheen were all cham-
pions in the No. 1, No. 2 
and No. 3 singles brack-
ets, respectively. The 

fourth singles bracket 
was won by South soph-
omore Taylor Lewis, 
making it a sweep for 
the Pointes in general 
throughout the singles 
competition. 

While North domi-
nated much of the sin-
gles brackets, it was the 
Blue Devils’ turn to rack 
up the wins in doubles 
play. Megan Kornmeier 
and Kaitlyn Strong were 
victorious in the No. 1 
doubles tournament for 
South. Their fellow Blue 
Devils Maeve Hix and 
Anamaria Garberding 

South tennis surprises 
with regional win, North 
and ULS finish strong
By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

See TENNIS, page 3D

PHOTO COURTESY OF ELIZA HIX

South’s girls tennis team holds the regional championship trophy after fi nish-
ing at the top of last week’s Division 2 regional playoff tournament.

Grosse Pointe South 
boys track and field 
showed resilience in a 
steady rain last Friday, 
May 19, earning 131 
points to capture the 
Region 7 championship 
on their home turf and 
beating second-place 
fi nisher Detroit Martin 
Luther King by nearly 
50 points. The Blue 
Devils scored in all 17 
events and qualifi ed for 
the state championship 
meet, set to take place 
Saturday, June 3, at 
Rockford High School, 
ou t s ide  o f  Grand 
Rapids.

“This whole season 

has been an unexpected 
surprise in so many 
ways,”  South head 
coach Mark Sonnenberg 
said. “I knew we were 
going to be good, but I 
didn’t know we were 
going to be this good. 
It’s really been a plea-
sure. Winning tends to 
do that. It brings out the 
best in kids. 

“This has been amaz-
ing and the kids just rise 
up when it matters.”

Sonnenberg  sa id 
when he scored the 
meet in advance to 
gauge the potential out-
comes, his best-case 
scenario had his team 
earning 125 points. “But 
that’s being generous 
and things have to go 

our way … so we end up 
scoring 131 (points). I 
mean we dominated. 
We really did.”

South qualified for 
seven events at states, 
including the 3200 
meter relay (4x800) 
team of Alex Rajewski, 
Jack Martin, Brendan 
Downey and Logan 
Detweiler, who won it in 
8:20.61. The team out-
paced St. Clair Shores 
Lakeview’s second-
place time of 8:36.11. 

Downey also won the 
800 in 1:59.73. He took 
second in the 1600 in 
4:26.63, behind team-
mate Logan Detweiler, 
who placed first in 

South boys track 
crushes regionals, 
scores in all 17 events
By Meg Leonard
Associate Editor

PHOTO COURTESY OF MARK SONNENBERG

Getting soaked to the bone on a rainy day didn’t dampen the spirits of South’s 
boys track and fi eld team Friday, May 19, thanks to its regional win, which 
qualifi ed the Blue Devils for the state championship in two weeks.

See TRACK, page 3D

Athlete of the Week
Standing on the preci-

pice of a high school 
state championship run 
and a college baseball 
career at the University 
of Texas, Oliver Service 
walks into every game 
with a defi nitive mind-
set: Bet on yourself.  

“If you don’t have con-
fi dence in yourself, then 
you won’t get anything,” 
the University Liggett 
starting catcher said. 
“But if you go into some-
thing with confidence 
thinking to yourself that 
you’re already gonna 
win it or get it, you’re 
most likely going to 
come out on top because 
you had that self-confi -
dence. 

“You’ve gotta have 
that dog mentality.”

Service, a standout 
three-sport varsity ath-
lete in baseball, football 
and hockey, is using his 
bulldog attitude and ver-
satility to help lead 
Liggett baseball behind 
the plate this season to a 
16-11 record in the 

Catholic High School 
League’s Central divi-
sion, arguably the tough-
est in the league. 

At the No. 2 spot, 
Service is hitting .373 

and leads the team with 
an OBP of .490, five 
home runs and 29 runs. 
He’s compiled 28 hits, 
six doubles, one triple 
and 23 RBIs. He also has 

the lowest strikeout per-
centage on the team at 
12.5 percent. 

But despite his fl ashy 
offensive statistics, 
Service’s defense has 

become his storyline in 
2023. 

His head coach, Dan 
Cimini, who has known 
Service since kindergar-
ten, has nothing but 

praise for his catcher’s 
performance.

“He has no errors on 
the year. Teams won’t 
run on him,” he said. 
“Our pitchers hold the 
runners really well. And 
when we do that, there’s 
no way they’re going on 
him, because they’ll gun 
him. He’s really solidi-
fied the running game 
and our defense. And he 
controls the pitching 
staff phenomenally.” 

Though he began play-
ing baseball at age 3 
through the Eagle Sports 
program on Detroit’s 
east side and later with 
Grosse Pointe Woods-
Shores Little League, 
Service did not begin 
catching until halfway 
through his sophomore 
year, when one of the 
team’s catchers went 
down with an injury. 

“I had tried it before, 
but I never really liked it. 
… But my coach liked 
me behind the plate. I 
thought I could help out 
the team, so I did it.” 

And now?

By Meg Leonard
Associate Editor

COURTESY PHOTO

Oliver Service is taking his baseball career to the 
collegiate level next year at the University of Texas, 
where he plans on offering versatility as a catcher, 
outfi elder and infi elder for the Longhorns. 

ATH ETEATH ETE
OF THE WEEK

Oliver ServiceOliver Service
School: University Liggett

Sport: Baseball
Sponsored by Pointe Capital Management, L.L.C.

See ATHLETE, page 5D

•  Won 2021 Division 3 State Championship.

•  Committed to playing Division 1 baseball 
next fall at University of Texas in Austin.

•  Selected to play in the MLB Draft League this 
summer for the Chi-town Cream 18U national 
travel team.

At your Service
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CITY OF HARPER WOODS
CITY COUNCIL
MAY 15, 2023

CERTIFIED RESOLUTION

PROPOSED CHARTER AMENDMENT
ELECTION OFMAYOR PRO TEM

RESOLUTION by LaPratt, SUPPORTED by Costantino:
BE IT RESOLVED to adopt and submit the following Statement of Purpose and Ballot 
Question and the proposed amended text to the City Charter, and send this information to the 
Michigan Attorney General for review and approval so that this question can appear on the 
ballot at the election to be held on November 7, 2023:

PROPOSAL NO. 2
The purpose of Proposal No. 2 is to amend and clarify the process for 

on City Council.  Section 4.3 will state that the Councilperson who receives 
the highest number of votes in a regular election for a four (4) year term as 
Councilperson shall serve as Mayor Pro tem until the next regular election to 

Should the City Charter, Section 4.3, be amended to provide for, effective with 
the next election to be held on November 7, 2023, that the Councilperson who 
receives the highest number of votes in a regular election for a four (4) year 
term as Councilperson shall serve as Mayor Pro tem until the next regular 

____ Yes
____ No

ROLL CALL VOTE
 YES: Costantino, Jenny, LaPratt, Toussant, Williams and Kindle
 NO: None 
 ABSENT: Sawicki

CERTIFICATION
I, Leslie M. Frank, City Clerk of the City of Harper Woods, Wayne County, State of Michigan, 
do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and accurate copy of a Resolution adopted by 
the City of Harper Woods City Council at their regular Council meeting held on the 15th day  
of May 2023.
 ______________________
 Leslie M. Frank, City Clerk
Published: GPN, May 25, 2023

CM 05-98-23

In a packed seven-day 
stretch of six games 
apiece for both Grosse 
Pointe South and Grosse 
Pointe North, the Blue 
Devils varsity baseball 
team managed its big-
gest comeback in 40 sea-
s o n s ,  w h i l e  t h e 
Norsemen took  a 
Brennan Hill no-hitter to 
ride a win streak into the 
weekend, when the 
teams hosted two games 
each as part of Grosse 
Pointe  Invi tat ional 
Tournament Saturday, 
May 20.

For the Blue Devils, 
after two straight losses 
to Eisenhower, includ-
ing a 5-2 loss last 
Tuesday and a 2-1 loss 
Thursday, the team was 
in big need of a win. But 
its chances looked slim 
last Friday in its third 
game against Ike when 
South found itself down 
11-0 by the top of the 
fi fth inning. 

“Our offense was kind 
of struggling all week,” 
said South head coach 
Dan Griesbaum Sr. “But 
hitting breeds hitting 
and when you don’t, you 
press.”

Griesbaum said the 
walks and errors his 
team committed in the 
first half of the game 
started happening to 
Eisenhower, setting the 
table for a comeback. 

“In baseball, you can 
really never give up,” he 
said. “This game showed 
our kids that.”

South found itself 
inching back, scoring 
four runs in the bottom 
of the fi fth and feeling 
the momentum switch, 
even as the rain picked 
up.

South pitcher Alex 
English gave a steady 

presence on the mound 
in the top of the sixth, 
getting batters to ground 
out and getting an assist 
f rom catcher  Ben 
Domzalski, who gunned 
down a runner trying to 
steal second. 

But South made the 
real magic happen in the 
bottom of the sixth.

After a Joey McEvoy 
walk and some timely 
hits, South was down 
11-7 with the bases 
loaded. 

C l i f f  G r a b o w s k i 
reached fi rst on a fi eld-
er’s choice, allowing 
Michelotti to score and 
close the gap to an 11-8 
E i s e n h o w e r  l e a d . 
Connor Stafford’s sacri-
fi ce fl y scored Graham 
and moved Grabowski 
to third. A balk by the 
p i t c h e r  s c o r e d 
Grabowski before a 
McEvoy single tied 
things up 11-11. 

“Our comeback was 
like nothing I’ve seen in 
40 years,” Griesbaum 
said. “Unbelievable.”

After two straight 

walks ,  E isenhower 
threw a wild pitch, 
which scored McEvoy to 
give the Blue Devils a 
12-11 lead.

Eisenhower managed 
a single in the bottom of 
the seventh, but on a 2-2 
count, English struck 
out the final batter to 
secure the unimaginable 
comeback win.

English gave up one 
hit, no walks and struck 
out one. The win helped 
South earn a second-
place regular season tie 
with Dakota in the MAC 
Red. 

The team followed up 
Friday’s comeback with 
two wins against ranked 
teams Saturday as hosts 
of the Grosse Pointe 
Invitational, beating 
Detroit Western 7-6 and 
Mt. Pleasant 6-5.

They played Detroit 
Country Day after press 
time Tuesday. They face 
University Liggett away, 
as part of the Glynn 
Conley Invitatational, at 
5 p.m. Friday, May 26, 
before hosting two 

games Saturday, May 
27, against Northville 
and Detroit Western 
beginning at 11 a.m. 

NORTH 
Grosse Pointe North 

began the week by beat-
ing Utica handily in two 
games by a score of 10-4 
Wednesday, May 17, on 
Senior Day, and again 
Thursday, May 18, in a 
4–2 victory. The wins 
helped North finish 
league play at 14-1 and 
win the MAC White.

“We had a good 
approach at the plate, 
some good defense 
including a few double 
plays,” North head 
coach Kevin Shubnell 
said of the two wins. 
“Bobby Rhodes has 
some good scoops at 
fi rst. The key for us is we 
have had some strong 
starting pitching, which 
has been good for us all 
year.”

That strong starting 
pitching continued for 
Brennan Hill on Friday, 
May 19, as the junior 

left -handed pitcher 
tossed a  no-hi t ter 
against the Division 1 
Hartland Eagles at the 
Legacy  Center  in 
Brighton, giving the 
Norsemen a 2-1 win.

Playing on a grass 
field in a driving rain, 
the game was called 
after four innings. But 
Shubnell  said Hil l 
clearly had the right 
stuff  Friday night, 
despite playing in less 
than ideal conditions, 
with Hill regularly clear-
ing clumps of dirt out of 
his cleats.

“He rises to the occa-
sion in a big game,” 
Shubnell said. “Because 
we had clinched (the 
division), we were able 
to push him from his 
usual start to go against 
Hartland because we felt 
that  was a better 
matchup for him and he 
pitched well. He always 
psyches up for big 
games and kind of locks 
in … which we have seen 
and that’s been his track 
record.”

North got things 
started in the fi rst inning 
when a Drew Hill walk 
and a Cam Schafer sin-
gle gave the Norsemen 
runners at first and 
third. Jordan Arseneau 
hit into a fi elder’s choice, 
scoring Hill to put his 
team up 1-0.

Hartland tied it up 1-1 
in the bottom of the fi rst 
on an error committed 
by Brennan Hill, though 
that would be the only 
mark against him in his 
otherwise stellar outing 
on the mound.

North swung right 
back in the top of the 
second when Luke 
Shanley singled on a 
line drive to center to 
knock in Brennan Hill, 
giving North a 2-1 edge.

From there, Brennan 

Hill put on a clinic, mix-
ing his pitches to get 
batters to line out, pop 
out and strike out to lead 
North to a hard-fought 
win.

North hosted two 
teams Saturday in a dou-
ble header as part of the 
G r o s s e  P o i n t e 
I n v i t a t i o n a l 
Tournament. North lost 
5-2 in Game 1 against 
Mt. Pleasant, but came 
back to take a 2-1 win 
against Detroit Western 
in Game 2. Drew Hill 
and Trevor Lipscomb 
each had two hits against 
Mt. Pleasant, while the 
Norsemen scattered fi ve 
hits from throughout the 
lineup against Western.  

Last Friday’s Hartland 
game was the first of 
three games against 
tough competition North 
has lined up in its fi nal 
two weeks before dis-
tricts begin Saturday, 
June 3. They played 
M A C  R e d  c h a m p 
Stevenson Monday, May 
22, losing 13-6. The team 
also played Brother Rice 
Tuesday, May 23, after 
press time.

“Playing these types of 
games is only going to 
m a k e  u s  b e t t e r , ” 
Shubnell said.

Shubnell said the team 
will continue to fi ne tune 
and approach the post-
season without applying 
undue pressure on the 
team based on last year’s 
success, when North 
played in the state cham-
pionship game.

“We have said from 
Day 1, we’re not com-
paring ourselves to any-
thing previously,” he 
said. “We’re out to 
become our own identity 
and our own team.” 

North wraps up regu-
lar season play by host-
ing Grosse Ile at 4:30 
p.m. Friday, May 26.

By Meg Leonard
Associate Editor

South erases 11-run deficit to top Ike, North’s 
Hill earns a no-no during busy week of baseball

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

With Western’s catcher pleading his case that he laid down the tag, Noah Styier 
is called safe at home in the bottom of the fourth inning.

Fans and program sup-
porters attended a spe-
cial ceremony to dedicate 
a new privately funded 
scoreboard and recently 
renovated all-turf base-
ball diamond at Grosse 
Pointe South during the 
team’s annual Grosse 

Pointe  Invi tat ional 
Tournament Saturday, 
May 20.

“I want to pinch myself 
everytime I look at this 
fi eld,” South head coach 
Dan Griesbaum Sr. said. 
“Our Dugout Club and 
our alumni have been so 
supportive and I also 
want to thank our admin-
istration and Board of 

Education for approving 
this fi eld project.

“It ’s not just an 
upgrade that helps our 
program. It was much 
needed for all groups 
that can utilize the fi eld 
and space as well.” 

Honorees included 
sports and entertainment 
attorney and philanthro-
pist S. Gary Spicer and 

businessman Peter 
Mogk, a 1981 baseball 
state champion at Grosse 
Pointe North, whose 
children graduated from 
South. Grosse Pointe 
Public School System 
Superintendent Jon 
Dean also joined the fes-
tivities with Spicer and 
Mogk, helping throw out 
ceremonial  pi tches 
before South’s second 
game of the day against 
Mt. Pleasant.

 To accompany the 
upgraded fi eld, the pro-
gram developed a fund-
raising campaign for the 
scoreboard,  sel l ing 
bricks honoring team 

alumni and friends of the 
program. With a large 
financial gap still to 
close, Spicer and Mogk 
stepped up the plate and 
fi nished the job.

Dean Graham, a long-
time Dugout Club offi cer 
and dedicated program 
volunteer, emceed the 
ceremony and joked 
about the long road to 
make the scoreboard a 
reality.

“It’s probably the most 
expensive scoreboard in 
history, between COVID 
delays and supply chain 
i s s u e s , ”  G r a h a m 
quipped. 

To stay in line with a 

district rule that does not 
allow a fi eld to be named 
after a current coach, the 
field ultimately will be 
named after Griesbaum 
upon his retirement from 
coaching. 

Griesbaum is in his 
40th season as head 
coach and is a former 
teacher at South. He was 
inducted into  the 
Michigan Sports Hall of 
Fame in 2008, and has 
led South to two state 
championships in 2001 
and 2018, state runner-
up in 2014, 13 confer-
ence championships and 
eight fi nal fours. He has 
893 career wins.

By Meg Leonard
Associate Editor

South baseball dedicates new field, scoreboard

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Grosse Pointe South baseball’s new scoreboard stands in right fi eld and was 
unveiled last weekend as part of a ceremony dedicating the Blue Devils’ new 
baseball fi eld this season.
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When the Grosse 
Pointe  North  and 
University Liggett boys 
lacrosse teams met for 
the fi rst time this season 
earlier in May, there was 
little separation between 
the two teams, at least 
until the Norsemen were 
able to pull away for the 
win late. Things were 
tightly contested yet 
again last Thursday, May 
18, when North hosted 
Liggett in the opening 
round of the MHSAA 
Division 2 regional play-
offs, and it was once 
again the Norsemen who 
ended up on top, this 
time 9-7. 

Just like in the first 
matchup a few weeks 
before, the fi rst quarter 
was largely about 
defense. Both sides had 
some opportunit ies 
throughout the opening 
frame, including some 
hard shots by the 
Norsemen that turned 
into clutch saves for 
Liggett starting goalie 
Ben Combs. 

It took nearly ten min-
utes for someone to 
finally break through, 
and that was North. 
Ronan MacMaster got 
the Norsemen on the 
board to take a 1-0 lead, 
but it did not last long as 
Liggett’s Griffi n Marchal 
struck right back, send-
ing the game into a 1-1 
tie at the end of the fi rst 

quarter. 
Those late-fi rst quarter 

goals seemed to provide 
a spark to both offenses. 
North took the lead right 
back in the opening min-
utes of the second quar-
ter when Ethan Michalski 
scored his first of the 
game. The Knights 
responded in quick fash-
ion again with a goal by 
Michael Eugenio, who 
would score another 
right after to put Liggett 
in front 3-2. 

The Knights would 
then go up 4-2 with a sec-
ond goal of the day by 
Marchal. In this game, 
however, it was already 
clear that no lead was 
safe. Michalski put the 
Norsemen back to within 
one with a little less than 
fi ve minutes remaining 
before halftime, and then 
it was Massimo Todesco 
for North who was able 
to send the game into 
halftime tied at four 
apiece. 

The half t ime t ie 
remained deadlocked for 
a majority of the third 
quarter until Caden 
Martin from Liggett was 
able to put the Knights 
back in front. Once 
again, that narrow lead 
vanished just over a min-
ute later when Michalski 
completed his hat trick 
for the Norsemen and 
tied the game at 5-5. 
However, two goals by 
Eugenio for the Knights 
in the closing minutes of 
the third gave Liggett a 

7-5 advantage entering 
the fi nal frame. 

Liggett may have had 
the momentum going 
into the fourth quarter, 
but the Norsemen were 
not going to go down 
lightly. Todesco and Joe 
Ban combined for quick 
goals early in the final 
quarter that helped the 
Norsemen tie the game 
yet again, and then it was 
all North the rest of the 
way. Michalski scored 
his fourth and fi fth goals 
of the game while the 
Norsemen defense shut 
down Liggett for the 
entire quarter in order to 
help North move on to 
the regional semifi nals. 

“It was probably the 
best game we’ve played 
all season as a team,” 
North boys lacrosse head 
coach Mark Seppala 
said. “The team showed 
a lot of grit and tenacity 
to get the win…Backup 
goalie Ben Kesteloot 
really stepped up for us 
with our starter out sick, 
and the entire defense 
was solid for us in all 
four quarters.”

North will play Detroit 
Country Day in the 
regional semifinals at 
5:30 p.m. Thursday, May 
25, hosted at Grosse 
Pointe South. The Blue 
Devils will also be in 
action that day, taking 
on De La Salle in the 
other regional semifi nal 
game immediately fol-
lowing North vs. Country 
Day. 

Michalski’s five goals 
help Norsemen advance 
past Knights in playoffs
By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter
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North’s Ethan Michalski celebrates after scoring one of his fi ve goals in the 
Norsemen’s playoff win against University Liggett on May 18. 

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

South’s Olivia Kowal winds up for a shot during a match in last week’s regional 
playoff tournament. 

won No. 2 doubles and 
the pair of Madeline 
Mager  and  L ibby 
Shefferly were champi-
ons in No. 3 singles, 
helping to give South 
the team points needed 
to be crowned regional 
champs. 

“ T h i s  t e a m  h a s 
improved so much over 
the course of the sea-
son,” South girls tennis 
coach Mark Sobieralski 
said about his team’s 
efforts to win the region. 
“...To come through, I 
was really proud of them 
and we had some great 

scores.”
Liggett’s Division 4 

regional tournament 
came the next day, May 
18, with the Knights 
traveling to Bloomfi eld 
Hills for the tournament 
hosted at Sacred Heart. 
The host team ended up 
in fi rst at the end of the 
day, but it was not with-
out a hard fi ght from the 
Knights, who finished 
closely behind in second 
place overall. 

The Knights were vic-
torious in three of the 
four singles bracket 
tournaments. Alexandra 
Larrea won No. 2 singles 
for Liggett, Claudia 
Hauoilou was the cham-
pion of No. 3 singles and 

Nina Shanidze took the 
top spot in No. 4 singles. 

After a strong run in 
singles, Liggett did not 
win any of the four dou-
bles brackets to finish 
the day. Audrey DiDio 
and Sophie Secco came 
the closest to a doubles 
bracket win for the 
Knights, losing in the 
fi nal of the No. 1 doubles 
competition. 

Tennis state fi nals are 
scheduled to begin June 
2 and fi nish on June 3. 
Players from North and 
South will compete at 
the Division 2 fi nals in 
Midland, while Liggett’s 
qualifiers will head to 
the Division 4 fi nals at 
Kalamazoo College. 

TENNIS:
Continued from page 1D

4:22.83. Detweiler won 
the 3200 in 10:06.51.

The 4x400 relay team 
of Downey, Conrad 
Squitieri, Baxter Russell 
and Sam Morandini 
placed second with a 
state-qualifying time of 
3:29.20. In the field 
c o m p e t i t i o n ,  L u c 
Michaud took first in 
the pole vault, with 
Grosse Pointe North’s 
Dawayne Lochhart fi n-
ishing close behind in 
second. Morandini took 
second place in the high 
jump for South.

The Norsemen scored 

63 points at regionals, 
good for a fifth-place 
finish with three ath-
letes qualifying for 
s t a t e s .  R e i n a l d o 
Williams led North with 
a fi rst place in shot put. 
Lochhart qualifi ed with 
his second-place fi nish 
in the pole vault, while 
David Rochon took sec-
ond place in the 3200 
with a qualifying time of 
10:16.76. 

The Division 1 state 
fi nal meet for South and 
North takes  p lace 
Saturday, June 3 at 
Rockford High School.  

On the boys side for 
University Liggett’s 
coed track and field 
team, the Knights fin-

ished fourth with 74 
points at regionals and 
qualifi ed three athletes 
for the state fi nal meet. 
At the May 18 regional 
meet at Clawson High 
School, Taurian Dorty 
won first place in the 
110 meter hurdles and 
300 meter hurdles. 
Michael  Darl ington 
took first in the 3200 
and 1600. Jake Juip won 
first in the 100 meter 
adaptive race. Warren 
Michigan Collegiate 
topped the field with 
144 points.

The Knights will com-
pete in the Division 3 
state finals Saturday, 
June 3, at Kent City 
High School.

TRACK:
Continued from page 1D
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From left, Conrad Squitieri, Brendan Downey, Baxter Russell and Sam 
Morandini strike a pose with the Region 7 championship trophy, which they 
helped win with their second place in the 4x400 relay.

grossepointenews.com/athlete-of-the-week

Do you know an outstanding high school athlete? 
Nominate them for Athlete of the Week and put 

them in the running for Athlete of the Year.
All weekly winners will be invited to the end of year Athlete of the Year 

Awards Gala – with top athletes winning scholarships!
Submit online at:
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CITY OF HARPER WOODS
WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN

SYNOPSIS: REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MAY 15, 2023

The regular City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Valerie Kindle at 7:00 P.M

ROLL CALL: All Councilpersons were present except for Pro Tem, Vivian Sawicki.

MOTIONS PASSED
1) To excuse Mayor Pro tem Sawicki from tonight’s meeting due to a prior commitment.

3) To open the Public Hearing on the Drinking Water SRF Project Loan Program.
4) To close the Public Hearing.

Consultant and direct that copies of it be forwarded to adjoining communities, SEMCOG, 
Wayne County and other entities in accordance and compliance with Public Act 265 of 2001.
6) to add to the agenda a Resolution to apply for the Protecting Michigan Pension Grant 
Program.
7) That the agenda of the regular City Council meeting having been acted upon, the meeting 
is hereby adjourned at 8:50 p.m.

1) (1) approve the Accounts Payable/Payroll Vendor listing for Check Numbers 127349 through 
127426 in the amount of $334,244.58 as submitted by the City Manager and Finance Director, 
and further, authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the listing. (2)approve payment to Plante 
& Moran in the amount of $33,520.00 for the professional services performed in conjunction 
with the 2022 audit. (3) approve payment to SAFEbuilt, LLC in the amount of $35,570.44 for the 
contractual building department services performed during the month of April 2023. (4) approve 
payment to Anderson, Eckstein & Westrick, Inc. in the amount of $60,602.46 for professional 

310. (5) .  approve payment to Pointe Alarm in the amount of $8,887.06 for the pump station 

(6) approve payment in the amount of $ 15,600.00 to Guardian Sewers for their assistance with a 

2) to designate the acting City Manager as the authorized project representative on the Drinking 
Water State Revolving Fund Loan Project Plan and further to adopt the attached resolution 
“Adopting a Final Project Planning Document for Water Distribution System Improvements and 
Designating an Authorized Project Representative.” 
3)  to approve payment to L. Anthony Construction, Inc., in the amount of $57,456.85 for Progress 

4) to approve payment to L. Anthony Construction Inc., in the amount of $34,788.34 for Progress 

5) to approve payment to L. Anthony Construction Inc., in the amount of $50,217.10 for Progress 

Environmental Services of Warren for the 2023 Sanitary Sewer Cleaning and CCTV Investigation 

10) to approve payment to Michigan Municipal League Worker’s Compensation Fund in the 

2024 and further in that this is self insurance pooled funds, that competitive bidding be waived in 
accordance with City policy. 
11) to approve the quote submitted by K & S Ventures in the amount of $27,955.00 for the 
replacement of the City Hall Air Conditioning Chiller Pump and further to authorize the acting 
City Manager to sign the proposal.

amended text to the City Charter, and further to send this information to the Michigan Attorney 
General for review and approval so that this question can appear on the ballot at the election to 
be held on November 7, 2023:
The purpose of Proposal No. 1 is to repeal the Retirement System, Employee Welfare, Section 
5.16 (a) through (h) of the City Charter where it is not longer necessary because the City has been 
and is currently enrolled in the Municipal Employees’ Retirement System of Michigan.

Shall the Retirement System, Employee Welfare, Section 5.16 (a) through (h) of the City Charter 
be repealed?

    ____ Yes
    ____ No

amended text to the City Charter, and send this information to the Michigan Attorney General 
for review and approval so that this question can appear on the ballot at the election to be held on 
November 7, 2023:
The purpose of Proposal No. 2 is to amend and clarify the process for determining the 

that the Councilperson who receives the highest number of votes in a regular election for a four 

a four (4) year Councilperson position.

Should the City Charter, Section 4.3, be amended to provide for, effective with the next election 
to be held on November 7, 2023, that the Councilperson who receives the highest number of votes 
in a regular election for a four (4) year term as Councilperson shall serve as Mayor Pro tem until 

    ____ Yes
    ____ No

the implementation of the necessary practices upon the receipt of a grant award as required by the 
Michigan Department of Treasury
_________________________ _________________________
Valerie Kindle, Mayor Leslie M. Frank, City Clerk
Published: GPN, May 25, 2023
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The Norsemen celebrate with Lea Paluzzi, center, after her goal in the fi rst half 
of Monday’s regular season fi nale against Anchor Bay.

Friday, May 19, the 
U n i v e r s i t y  L i g g e t t 
School varsity baseball 
team and droves of its 
fans headed down to 
Comerica Park for what 
appeared to be the 
must-see game of the 
CHSL championship 
weekend against rival 
St. Mary’s Prep. But 
Mother Nature opened 
up the skies with a 
steady rain that forced 
officials to move the 
game to Saturday at 
noon at Catholic Central 
High School.

As has become habit 
between these two 
teams, once Saturday 
arrived, strong pitch-
ing, timely hits and a 
narrow margin of vic-
tory were the game’s 
themes. The Eaglets 
gutted out a 2-1 win to 
advance to the CHSL 
Bishop Division cham-
pionship against Detroit 
Catholic Central, which 
took place at  The 
C o r n e r  B a l l p a r k 
Wednesday after press 
time.

After quick 1-2-3 
innings for Liggett in 

the first and second, St. 
Mary’s struck in the 
bottom of third, string-
ing together three sin-
gles and two walks to 
take a 2-0 lead.

The score stayed that 
way until the top of the 
s ixth.  With Ol iver 
Service and Jarren 
Purify on first and third, 
Reggie Sharpe hit a line 
drive to right to knock 
in Purify to close the 
gap 2-1.

In the bottom of the 
sixth, strong pitching 
from starter Preston 
Barr helped keep St. 
Mary’s off of the score-
board. But Liggett failed 
to get a runner in scor-
ing position in the top 
of the seventh, losing 
the game by a final 
score of 2-1. 

Barr went six full 
innings on the mound, 
giving up eight hits and 
four walks, while strik-
ing out seven. Jake 
Martin, Service, Purify 
and Sharpe each had a 
hit on the day.

But before the week-
end’s tough loss, Liggett 
hosted Harper Woods 
Wednesday, May 17, 
and cruised to a 14-4, 
five-inning victory.

Liggett relied on its 
high-powered offense 
against the Pioneers, 
scoring eight runs in 
the second inning to 
jump out to a 10-0 lead. 
Virtually the Knights’ 
entire lineup contrib-
uted in the inning, with 
hits coming from Ryan 
K n a e b e l ,  J o e y 
Randazzo,  Service , 
Purify, Jake Martin, 
R y a n  J o n e s  a n d 
Murphy. 

Murphy also hit an 
inside-the-park home 
run on a fly ball to cen-
ter to top off the second 
inning for Liggett.

P i t c h e r  T o m m y 
Schoeck went the dis-
tance, giving up four 
hits, one walk and strik-
ing out nine. 

L i g g e t t  p l a y e d 
C a r d i n a l  M o o n e y 
Tuesday after press 
time. They host the 
G l y n n  C o n l e y 
Invitational this week-
end, beginning at 3 p.m. 
Friday, May 26, at home 
against Detroit Western 
and Grosse Pointe 
Sou th .  They  hos t 
Western and Northville 
high schools beginning 
11 a.m. Saturday, May 
27.

Knights fall to
St. Mary’s in rain-
dampened CHSL semi
By Meg Leonard
Associate Editor

The last games of the 
regular season in girls 
soccer have arrived and 
playoffs are just on the 
horizon. This past week 
brought an opportunity 
for a league champion-
ship for the University 
Liggett Knights and the 
chance to end the regular 
season on a high note for 
the Grosse Pointe North 
Norsemen. However, 
neither chance ended up 
in favor of the teams 
from the Pointes.

ULS
The University Liggett 

girls soccer team found 
itself in perhaps its big-
gest game of the season 
so far on Saturday, May 
20, as the Knights took 
on Cranbrook for the 
CHSL Cardinal Division 
championship. It was a 
tight one to decide the 
Catholic League title, but 
Liggett found itself on 
the wrong side of a few 
key bounces that ended 
up helping Cranbrook to 
the win 1-0. 

The fi rst of those key 
bounces came in the 20th 
minute of the fi rst half. 
The Knights got their 
first major scoring 
chance of the game, and 
ended up getting the ball 

past the Cranbrook 
keeper after she had 
dropped the  bal l . 
However, the Liggett 
goal was disallowed as 
the offi cials ruled that the 
Cranes keeper had pos-
session of the ball in her 
hands and it was not a 
loose ball. The call dealt 
a blow to the Knights’ 
momentum and left the 
game in a scoreless draw 
at halftime. 

It was only about three 
minutes into the second 
half when Cranbrook 
became the fi rst team to 
break through on the 
scoreboard. The Cranes’ 
early second-half goal 
would end up being the 

deciding one, as the team 
played defense the rest of 
the way and fended off 
the opportunities that 
Liggett was able to put 
together before the fi nal 
whistle. 

“It’s a really unique 
opportunity to have a 
sort of dress rehearsal for 
those upcoming state 
tournament playoff 
games,” Liggett girls soc-
cer coach David Dwaihy 
said following the 
Catholic League final 
loss. “...You can always 
pretend it’s do or die 
time, but once you’re in 
that environment and 
have a trophy at stake 
and a bigger crowd, it’s 
ideal preparation for 
what we hope will be big 
games in the state tour-
nament.”

The Knights went on to 
defeat Bad Axe 8-3 on 

Monday, May 22, in a 
non-league matchup. 
Liggett hosts Oakland 
Christian on Thursday, 
May 25, before district 
p layoffs  begin on 
Wednesday, May 31. 

North
The Norsemen closed 

out the regular season on 
Monday, May 22, at 
home with a fi nal MAC 
Red matchup against 
Anchor Bay. While it 
looked like North might 
be able to ride some 
momentum into the play-
offs, the Tars struck 
twice late in the game to 
finish North’s regular 
season with a 2-1 loss. 

The fi rst half was back 
and forth with some 
chances but no goals 
until the 32nd minute. 
That was when North’s 
Lea Paluzzi was able to 

deflect the ball toward 
the net and with a favor-
able bounce got it past 
the Anchor Bay keeper to 
put the Norsemen up 1-0 
at halftime. 

That lead for North 
remained for much of the 
second half. It was not 
until there were 13 min-
utes remaining that 
Anchor Bay finally 
answered back. The Tars 
tied the game at 1-1 set-
ting up an exciting fi nal 
stretch. 

Things looked to be 
headed for a draw until 
less than three minutes 
to go, when Anchor Bay 
struck again to take the 
late lead. That left the 
Norsemen needing to 
make a late push, which 
was unsuccessful, with 
the loss bringing North’s 
regular season record to 
4-7-7.

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Late goals spoil big games 
for Liggett, North girls soccer
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Grosse Pointe South 
girls varsity track and 
field played host to 13 
teams and fi nished sec-
ond overall to Detroit 
Cass Tech at  the 
Michigan High School 
Athletic Association 
regional meet Friday, 
May 19. The team scored 
115.5 points and quali-
fi ed in six events at the 
upcoming state final 
Saturday, June. 3.

It marks the 40th con-
secutive year the Blue 
Devils’ girls team has 
placed fi rst or second at 
the state regional, 
according to South head 
coach Steve Zaranek.

“This was another true 
team effort,” he said. 
“We were led by amaz-
ing seniors and sup-
ported by the full team of 
75.

“Our girls earned every 
single point. We had only 
one regional champion, 
yet scored well over 100 
points. Our depth, dis-
played so well all season 
long, was at a season 
peak, as we scored points 
in 15 of the 17 events.” 

Though South fell 
short to first-place 
Detroit Cass Tech (126.6 
points), the team’s strong 
performance included 
several state qualifiers 
for the Blue Devils, the 
reigning co-champs of 

the MAC Red, including:
 ◆ Discus: Olivia Barba, 

who won fi rst place with a 
throw of 111’4. Malvina 
Lubanski placed second 
with a throw of 103’2.

 ◆ 3200 relay: Morgan 
Deenik, Sarah Koval, Ella 
Pazuchowski and 
Savannah Spangler 
placed second in 
10:18.91.

 ◆ 100 hurdles: Selga 
Jansons took second 
place in 15.13.

 ◆ 300 hurdles: Jansons 
fi nished second in 49.92.

 ◆ 1600: Savannah 
Spangler took second 
place in 5:38.01.

 ◆ 1600 (4x400) relay: 
Selga Jansons, Ella 
Pazuchowski, Madison 
Duff and Claire Zurowick 
placed second in 4:16.75. 

Grosse Pointe North 
finished fourth in the 
regional meet with 90 
points and qualifi ed for 
four events at the state 
fi nal. Sophomore sensa-
tion Lillian Deskins won 
the 1600 and 3200 meter 
runs, besting South’s 
Spangler in the 1600 
with a lightning fast time 
o f  5 :08 .98 .  Luc ie 
Leonhard finished sec-
ond in the 3200 meter 
run in 12:30.82, fi nishing 
behind Deskins’ time of 
11:27.87.

Zofi a Lutoborska won 
the 800 in 2:58.52, while 
Liliana Ivanaj finished 
second in the high jump. 
With only fi rst- and sec-

ond-place fi nishes quali-
fying athletes for the 
state fi nal, North’s 3200 
meter relay team ran a 
season best by 18 sec-
onds, but came up just 
short by fi nishing third. 
Two others who just 
missed making the state 
meet include Bailey 
Hopko’s third-place fi n-
ishes in shot put and dis-
cus, and Sarah Westrick’s 
third place in pole vault.

The Division 1 state 
fi nal meet for South and 
North takes place 
Saturday, June 3, at 
Rockford High School, 
located just outside of 
Grand Rapids.  

At the Region 27 meet 
at Clawson High School 
Thursday, May 18, two 
female athletes from 
University Liggett’s coed 
track and field team 
qualifi ed for the Division 
3 state meet. Senior 
Penny Griffi oen placed 
first in the 3200 in 
13:20.15. Sophomore 
Kerith Short took fi rst in 
the 1600 in 5:59.55, while 
Griffi oen fi nished second 
in the same event in 
6:06.09.

Bishop Foley won 
regionals with 117 
points. The Knights fi n-
ished fi fth with 74 points. 
Griffi oen and Short will 
compete in the Division 3 
state final meet, which 
takes place Saturday, 
June 3, at Kent City High 
School.

South girls track state-
final bound for 40th straight 
year, North finishes fourth
By Meg Leonard
Associate Editor

PHOTO COURTESY OF DIANE MONTGOMERY

From left, North runners Lillian Deskins and Lucie Leonhard helped their 
team to a fourth place fi nish at regionals, by fi nishing 1-2 in the 3200 meter run 
to qualify for the state meet.

“I love it. Just being 
able to have such an 
impact in the game, like 
on every single pitch,” 
he said. “And being able 
to lead the defense and 
make the pitcher look 
good.”

 He credits his defen-
sive improvement this 
season largely on his 
participation in the invi-
tation-only 2023 MLB 
DREAM series Jan. 13 to 
16, in Tempe, Ariz. As 
one of only 50 players in 
the country selected to 
attend the camp, Service 
trained with current and 
former MLB coaches 
and players.

“That camp alone has 
helped so much in my 
catching ability and I’ve 
improved a lot,” he said. 
“And that’s been the 
main thing people have 
been talking about is 
how much better my 

defense has gotten.
“I have really started 

to pride myself on it too. 
That DREAM series was 
huge from the defensive 
aspect of the game.”

Service got important 
exposure from that expe-
rience because the 
17-year-old is offi cially 
an MLB draft prospect. 
Jonathan Mayo from 
MLB.com wrote last 
January that Service 
“was part of a vastly 
improved catching core 
at the DREAM Series. 
He’s very athletic and 
instructors loved his 
swing and how the ball 
jumped off his bat.”

But for now, Service is 
concentrating on fi nish-
ing his high school 
career. He said he has 
had many “Mt. Rushmore 
moments” on a baseball 
diamond, including 
reaching the 2018 Little 
League World Series in 
Williamsport, Pa., along-
side future Liggett team-
mates Reggie Sharpe Jr., 

Jarren Puri fy  and 
Preston Barr, and win-
ning a state champion-
ship with Liggett in 2021.

But he added another 
moment May 3 of this 
year, when the Knights 
beat rival St. Mary’s 
Prep in Game 1 of a dou-
ble header, 4-3, which 
ended the Eaglet’s his-
toric 84-game win 
streak. 

In the two games com-
bined, Service had three 
hits, a walk and two 
RBIs, helping Liggett 
also take Game 2, and 
redeeming two losses 
against St. Mary’s to 
open the season in April.

“It was just amazing to 
watch all the guys come 
together and put up two 
very solid games against 
a very good team,” he 
said. 

Service said the team’s 
ability to have fun in 
high-intensity environ-
ments is  a game-

See ATHLETE, page 8D

ATHLETE:
Continued from page 1D

The chase is offi cially 
on for league titles with 
the end of the softball 
regular season looming. 
Grosse Pointe South and 
Grosse Pointe North still 
have momentum in their 
respective MAC divisions 
despite some tough 
losses last week, while 
the Knights had a rela-
tively quiet stretch that 
still saw them pick up 
another Catholic League 
victory. 

South
With the race for the 

MAC Blue Division tight-
ening up and only a few 
games remaining, the 
Blue Devils find them-
selves still in contention. 
The team collected a cou-
ple of wins over the 
weekend in non-league 
games before a close 
Monday afternoon loss in 
the MAC set South 
slightly back in the stand-
ings. 

South hosted three 
games over the weekend 
in another round-robin 
event. The fi rst game was 
a close 3-2 loss to Warren 
Woods-Tower. With 
South technically playing 
as the away team, a hard 
ground ball in the top of 
the seventh inning by 
Katie Steiner led to a 
Woods-Tower error that 
allowed the Blue Devils 
to score and tie the game 
at two. Woods-Tower 
struck back in the bottom 
of the seventh, however, 
to close the game with a 
3-2 walk-off win. 

That early loss did not 
spoil the rest of the day 
for the Blue Devils. In 
Game 2 on Saturday, 
South defeated Warren 
Cousino 12-7 in five 
innings. Shortstop Avery 
Bellish had two RBIs to 
help lead the Blue Devils’ 
offense, while Katie 
Dixon, Ellison Smith, 
Viviana Ostrowski and 
Lucia Gabel all brought 
in runs with their bats as 
well. 

The  f ina l  game 
Saturday was an 11-0 
blowout of Roseville to 
give South its second win 
of the day. Eight different 
Blue Devils recorded at 
least one RBI each in the 

win, with Ostrowski and 
Gabel leading the team 
with a pair each. 
Ostrowski also pitched 
all five innings on the 
mound, allowing no runs 
on five hits with three 
strikeouts. 

Monday, May 22, saw a 
return to league play for 
South with a road show-
down at L’Anse Creuse. 
The Blue Devils jumped 
out to an early lead with 
a two-run home run by 
Gabel in the top of the 
fi rst inning, her fi rst two 
of three RBIs in the game. 

That third RBI came as 
part of a big fi fth inning 
for South. Down 4-2, 
Gabel hit an RBI single 
that put the Blue Devils 
back to within one. She 
then came around to 
score as part of a two-run 
double by Addison 
Waller that put South up 
5-4. However, runs in the 
fi fth and sixth innings for 
L’Anse Creuse spoiled 
South’s advantage and 
ended up as a 6-5 loss. 

South faces L’Anse 
Creuse again Thursday, 
May 25, this time at 
home, before closing out 
the regular season 
Wednesday, May 31, 
with a road game at 
Eisenhower.

North
Similar to their coun-

terparts from South, last 
week’s league games for 
Grosse Pointe North did 
not go quite as well as the 
non-league schedule. 
The Norsemen suffered a 
tough loss late last week 
to the top team in the 
MAC Red before collect-
ing a couple of non-
league tournament wins 
over the weekend. 

That MAC Red loss 
came last Thursday, May 
18, on the road at Dakota. 
North’s bats were unable 
to get anything going in a 
6-0 loss to the Cougars. 
All six of Dakota’s runs 
were scored in the bot-
tom of the fi rst inning. 

North then moved on 
for some non-league 
action Saturday, May 20. 
The fi rst game of the day 
was an 8-2 win for the 
Norsemen  aga ins t 
Rochester Adams. If the 
bats were asleep for 
North on Thursday, they 
certainly were awake by 

Saturday. 
The Norsemen totaled 

11 hits in the win, with 
Sophia Borowski and 
Natalie Babcock bringing 
in two RBIs each. Kaitlyn 
Barr went to work with 
both her bat and her arm, 
hitting a home run in the 
game while also pitching 
all six innings and strik-
ing out 11 batters. 

The hot hitting contin-
ued into Game 2 Saturday 
for North in an 11-2 vic-
tory over Lutheran 
North. Borowski tallied 
three more RBIs, two of 
them coming on a two-
run home run in the 
fourth inning. This time 
it was Sarah McCloskey 
getting the win on the 
bump, tossing four 
innings and allowing 
only two runs on four 
hits. 

Saturday ended with 
the Norsemen coming up 
just short of winning the 
whole tournament. The 
fi nal game of the day was 
a showdown with tourna-
ment hosts Almont that 
ended in an 8-1 loss for 
N o r t h .  A d d i s o n 
Wakefield had the 
Norsemen’s lone RBI in 
the loss. 

The Norsemen host 
Ford II Thursday, May 
25, in a fi nal MAC Red 
showdown of the regular 
season and close out the 
regular season slate 
against Fraser at home 
Wednesday, May 31. 

ULS
It was not a particu-

larly busy week for the 
Knights softball team last 
week, but it was still a 
fruitful one. Liggett’s 
lone game of the week 
was last Wednesday, 
May 17, and was a 10-2 
win over Bishop Foley. 

Victoria Nugent had 
another standout game 
both at the plate and the 
mound. The senior 
brought in fi ve runs with 
her bat and struck out 15 
batters in her seven 
innings of work pitching. 

Liggett faced off 
against Our Lady of the 
Lakes in the CHSL 
Cardinal Division cham-
pionship Tuesday, May 
23, after press time. The 
Knights then go on the 
road to take on Center 
Line Thursday, May 25.

Softball teams look 
for late wins as 
playoffs approach
By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter
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704 HOUSES-WANTED TO RENT

WANTED
Smaller 2- 3

bedroom home to
rent. Fenced yard,
garage, 1 1/2 bath,
have well behaved

dog. Preferably
Grosse Pointe.

Reasonable rent.
Send inquiries to:

Grosse Pointe
News, PO Box 23,

16980 Kercheval Pl.
Grosse Pointe, MI

48230

720 ROOMS FOR RENT

PARK room for rent,
2 blocks from
Village. Single
Professional

woman looking for
1 roommate. No

pets, no smoking.
Washer & dryer on

premises. First floor
bedroom with half
bathroom. Shared
upstairs full bath-

room. $800/ month
includes utilities.

Available Mid June.
One year minimum

lease. Need
background check.
Please contact Jay
at D Land Property

Management
(313)347-0241

726 WATERFRONT

WATERFRONT
Nautical Mile
St. Clair Shores,

1,850 square feet.
visit Craigs List for

more details.
(313)623-5005

Property For Rent

001 SPECIAL PROMOS

SPRING
CLASSIFIED

SPECIAL
FREE

Attention Getter
on top of your
Classified Ad

25 words $25.35
(313)882-6900 x4

OR
classifieds@grosse
pointenews.com

100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

In observance of
MEMORIAL DAY

the office is closed
Monday,

MAY 29, 2023
Grosse Pointe News

Classified
DEADLINE

Tuesday 1PM
May 30, 2023

109 ENTERTAINMENT

CALL/Text Today for
*Pricing and
Availability

313.505.7049
John Kohler

DJ-Music
Production-

Entertainment
Weddings-Parties-

Corporate
Instagram-

@kola__music
Gmail-

kohlerj7@gmail.com
*Introductory

specials available
Guaranteed To

Make Memories
That Last A Lifetime

210 HELP WANTED
RESTAURANT

IRISH COFFEE
BAR & GRILL
now hiring
SERVERS

Apply in person
18666 Mack Avenue

Grosse Pointe
Farms

210 HELP WANTED
RESTAURANT

KITCHEN HELP
Between

$18- $20/ hour
Two years

experience.
BOGARTZ

FOOD & SPIRITS
17441 Mack Avenue

(313)885-3995

300 SITUATIONS WANTED
BABYSITTERS

ATTENTION: by
MICHIGAN LAW

DAY CARE
FACILITIES

(In-Home & Centers)
Must Show Their

Current License To
Advertising

Representative
When Placing Your
Ads. THANK YOU.
Parents- Please

Verify All Child Care
Licenses!

302 CAREGIVER

CAREGIVER with
20+ years

experience
looking for
part- time

employment.
Pay starting at

$18 hourly
Contact: Alana
(313)458-1406

302 CAREGIVER

CITA ANGELS
HOME CARE

Caregiver services.
24 hour care. We
assist in cooking,
cleaning, bathing/
grooming, doctor's

appointments,
errands, etc.

Accepting
medicaid payments.

1(866)54-ANGEL

312 ORGANIZING

DUCKS IN A ROW
De-cluttering and
organizing your
home! Closets,

basements,
whole house.
Organize your
paper clutter.

Home information,
notebooks,

Medical journals,
memory albums.

Becky Schlaff
(313)580-2528
Susan Mason
(313)910-9705

schlaffb@
comcast.net
rwmason@

comcast.net

400 ANTIQUES /
COLLECTIBLES

C's CARDS
&

COLLECTIBLES
Sports cards

1950's to present,
plus autographed

memorabilia,
custom frames, etc.

17898 Mack
Grosse Pointe
just south of
Washington

(313)469-1551

406 ESTATE SALES

GROSSE POINTE
WOODS

1030 Anita
Off Marter,

South of Vernier.
Thursday 9- 4,

Friday, Saturday,
10- 4.
 www.

iluvantiques.com
or (855)443-7725

406 ESTATE SALES

www.cleanup
clearout.com

•Clutter •Debris
•Hoarding

•Before & After
Estate Sale
Clean Outs

•Medium, Large,
Extremely Large

Projects
Donation Delivery

Dumpsters
Available

(313)886-3330

409 GARAGE / YARD /
RUMMAGE SALE

Garage Sale you
don't want to miss!

Friday, May 26 &
Saturday, May 27
from 9AM- 2PM,

475 Touraine
Grosse Pointe

Farms.
Something for

everyone. Jewelry,
some furniture,

clothes, household
items and

many do- dads.

409 GARAGE / YARD /
RUMMAGE SALE

375 KERBY
May 25, 26, 9- 4.

Harry Potter &
Minecraft Lego sets

(assembled),
American Girl dolls,

clothes & beds,
glasstop table,
chairs, framed

pictures, old lamp,
Queen comforter,
purses/ Coach,
Marc Jacobs,

women's clothes,
shoes, boots, bike,
15x15 Sun Canopy/

tent, Bell racing
helmet, travel bags,

cooler, old
bowling balls.

415 WANTED TO BUY

SELL ME YOUR
VINYL RECORDS
We buy LP's, 45's

No collection
too large.

We come to you!
RIPE RECORDS

Call (313)469-7479

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

CLASSIFIEDS

Sell your Art, Antiques, Furniture, etc. in our new section 
featuring treasures and vintage items from here 

in the local area and around the region.

What’s Old Is News Again

Special Pricing!
plus free
photo

$20
Call the Classifi eds for more details.

313-882-6900 ext. 1

SAMPLE
SAMPLE

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

Classified advertising

Place an Order
MAIL OR FAX THIS FORM (OR PLACE AN ORDER ON OUR WEB SITE)
Grosse Pointe News
Mail: Classified Advertising, 16980 Kercheval Ave., Grosse Pointe, MI 48230

Phone: (313) 882-6900 Ext. 1  Fax: (313) 882-1585

Web: grossepointenews.com

Email: classifieds@grossepointenews.com

YOUR ADVERTISEMENT
CLASSIFICATION NAME:

$25.35 FOR 12 - 25 WORDS. ADDITIONAL WORDS, .30¢ EACH. CALL FOR COLOR!

NO. OF WEEKS:                  X    COST PER WEEK:                =    TOTAL:                  

28                      $26.2527                      $25.9526                      $25.6525                      $25.35

32                      $27.4531                      $27.1530                      $26.8529                      $26.55

YOUR CONTACT AND BILLING INFORMATION

NAME:

STREET ADDRESS:

CITY:                                                         STATE:                ZIP:

PHONE

AMOUNT ENCLOSED:

CARD NO:                                                                 EXP. DATE:

Prepayment is required. We accept credit cards, cash and check.

DEADLINES
Please call for holiday deadline
dates and times, subject to change.

PRICING
Prepayment is required. We accept 
credit cards, cash and check.

FREqUENCY DISCOUNTS
Given for multi-week scheduled
advertising with prepayment or 
credit approval. Call for rates or for 
more information. Phone lines can 
be busy on Monday and Tuesday.
Please call early.

WORD ADS:
12 - 25 words for $25.35;
additional words are 30¢ each.
Abbreviations are not accepted.

BORDER ADS STARTING AT:
$26.00 per column inch

CLASSIFYING
AND CENSORSHIP
We reserve the right to classify 
each ad under its appropriate 
heading. The publisher reserves 
the right to edit or reject ad copy 
submitted for publication.

CORRECTIONS
AND ADJUSTMENTS
Responsibility for classified 
advertising errors is limited to either  
a cancellation of the charge or a  
re-run of the portion of the error. 
Notification must be given in time for  
the correction in the following issue.  
We assume no responsibility for the 
same after the first insertion.

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M.
CLASSIFIED WORD ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M. 

General 
Listings
ANNOUNCEMENTS
097 Property for Sale
098 Greetings
099 Business Opportunities
100 Announcements
101 Prayers
102 Lost & Found
SPECIAL SERVICES
103 Attorneys/Legal
104 Accounting
105 Art
106 Business Services
107 Catering
108 Computer Service
109 Entertainment
110 Delivery Service
111 Happy Ads
112 Health & Nutrition
113 Home Concierge Services
114 Music Education
115 Party Planners/Helpers
116 Local Harvest

117 Secretarial Services
118 Tax Service
119 Transportation/Travel
120 Tutoring Education
121 General Services
122 Alterations/Tailoring
123 Decorating Services
124 Beauty Services
125 Financial
126 Contributions
127 Video Services
128 Photography
129 Sports Training
130 Art Frame/Restore
131 Counselors/ Therapists
HELP WANTED
200 Help Wanted General
201 Help Wanted   
 Babysitter
202 Help Wanted Clerical/  
	 Office
203 Help Wanted Dental/
 Medical
204 Help Wanted Domestic
205 Help Wanted Legal

206 Help Wanted Part Time
207 Help Wanted Sales
208 Help Wanted Nurses  
 Aides/Convalescent
209 Help Wanted Professional
210 Help Wanted Restaurant
211 Help Wanted Management
212 Job Fair
SITUATION WANTED
300 Situations Wanted  
 Babysitter
301 Clerical
302 Convalescent Care
303 Day Care
304 General
305 House Cleaning
306 House Sitting
307 Nurses Aides
308	Office	Cleaning
309 Sales
310 Assisted Living
312 Organizing
MERCHANDISE
400 Antiques / Collectibles

401 Appliances
402 Arts & Crafts
403 Auctions
404 Bicycles
405 Computers
406 Estate Sales
407 Firewood
408 Furniture
409 Garage/Yard/  
 Rummage Sale
410 Household Sales
411 Clothes/Jewelry
412 Miscellaneous Articles
413 Musical Instruments
414	Office/Business		 	
 Equipment
415 Wanted To Buy
416 Sports Equipment
417 Tools
418 Toys/ Games
419 Building Materials
420 Resale/Consignment  
 Shops
421 Books

ANIMALS
500 Animals Adopt A Pet
502 Horses For Sale
503 Household Pets For Sale
504 Humane Societies
505 Lost And Found
506 Pet Breeding
507 Pet Equipment
508 Pet Grooming
509 Pet Boarding/Sitting
510 Animal Services

AUTOMOTIVE
600 Cars
601 Chrysler
602 Ford
603 General Motors
604 Antique/Classic
605 Foreign
606 Sport Utility
607 Junkers
608 Parts/Tires/Alarms
609 Rentals/Leasing

610 Sports Cars
611 Trucks
612 Vans
613 Wanted To Buy
614 Auto Insurance
615 Auto Services
616 Auto Storage

RECREATIONAL
650 Airplanes
651 Boats And Motors

652 Boat Service/Care
653 Boat Parts
654 Boat Storage/Docking
655 Campers
656 Motorbikes
657 Motorcycles
658 Motor Homes
659 Snowmobiles
660 Trailers/Tractors
661 Water Sports
662 Recreational Vehicles

Real Estate
RENTALS
700 Apts/Flats/Duplex:  
 Grosse Pointe/Harper Woods
701 Apts/Flats/Duplex:
 Detroit/Wayne County
702 Apts/Flats/Duplex: St.  
 Clair Shores/Macomb County
703 Apts/Flats/Duplex:
 Wanted to Rent
704 Houses: Rent
705 Houses: Grosse   
 Pointe/Harper Woods
706 Houses: Detroit/
 Wayne County
707 Houses: St. Clair Shores/
 Macomb County
708 Apts/Flats/Duplex: Rent
709 Townhouses/ 
 Condos to Rent

710 Townhouses/Condos  
 Wanted
711 Garages/Mini Storage  
 for Rent
712 Garages/Mini Storage  
 Wanted
713 Industrial/Warehouse  
 Rental
714 Living Quarters 
 to Share
715 Hunting Rentals
716	Offices/Commercial	
 for Rent
717	Offices/Commercial		
 Wanted
718 Property Management
719 Rent with Option to Buy
720 Rooms for Rent
721 Vacation Rental:   
 Florida

 
722 Vacation Rental: 
 Out of State
723 Vacation Rental:   
 Michigan
724 Vacation Rental: Resort
725 Rentals/Leasing
726 Waterfront
727 Relocation Services

HOMES/LOTS FOR SALE
800 House for Sale
801 Commercial Buildings
802 Commercial Property
803 Condos/Apts/Flats
804 Country Homes
805 Property for Sale
806 Florida Property
807 Investment Property
808 Waterfront Homes

809 Waterfront Lots
810 Lake/River Resorts
811 Lots for Sale
812 Mortgages/Land
       Contracts
813 Northern Michigan  
       Homes
814 Northern Michigan Lots
815 Out of State Homes &  
       Property
816 Real Estate Exchange
817 Real Estate Wanted
818 Sale or Lease
819 Cemetery Lots
820 Business For Sale
821 Open House
822 Vacation Properties
824 Mobile Homes
825 Estate Sales
826 Auctions

Guide to
Services
900 Air Conditioning
901 Alarm Installation Repair
902 Siding
903 Appliance Repairs
904 Asphalt Paving Repair
906 Basement Remodeling
907 Basement	Waterproofing
908	Bathtub	Refinishing
911 Brick/Block Work
912 Building/Remodeling
913 Cargo/ Auto Transport
914 Carpentry
915 Carpet Cleaning
916 Carpet Maintenance
917 Ceilings
918 Cement Work
919 Chimney Cleaning

920 Chimney Repair
921 Closets
922 Computer Services
923 Construction Repair
924 Demolition
925 Decks/Patios
926 Doors
927 Debris/ Clutter 
 Removal
929 Drywall/Plastering
930 Electrical Services
933 Excavating
934 Fences
935 Fire/Flood Damage
936 Floor Sanding/  
	 Refinishing
937 Floor Installation
938	Furniture	Refinishing/	
 Upholstering
939 General Services

940 Glass-Residential/  
 Commercial
941 Home Concierge Services
942 Garages
943 Landscapers / Gardeners
944 Gutters
945 Handyman
946 Home Services
947 Heating/Cooling
 Repair & Installation
948 Insulation
949 Janitorial Services
950 Engine/Motor Repair
951 Iron Work
952 Locksmith
953 Marble/Stone
954 Painting/Decorating
956 Pest Control
957 Plumbing & Installation
958 Propane Services

959 Power Washing
960	Roofing	Service
961 Security Enforcement
962 Storms And Screens
964 Sewer Cleaning Service
965 Shutters
966 Snow Removal
968 Stucco
969 Swimming Pool Service
970 T.V./Radio/CB Radio
971 Tree Service
973 Tile Work
974 VCR/DVD Repair
975 Vacuum Sales/Service
976 Ventilation Service
977 Wall Washing
980 Window Installation
981 Window Washing
983 Welding

Complete Index

PHONE: 313-882-6900 EXT. 1 WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COMFAX: 313-882-1585
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Buy! $ell! Fast! Call now...
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DIRECTORY OF SERVICES
Some classifications are not required by law to be licensed. Please check with the proper state agency to verify license.

900 INTERIOR / EXTERIOR 
DESIGN

911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK

Masonry Repair
Tuckpointing

313-886-8088

Masonry Tuckpointing
Porches Walkways

313-886-8088

912 BUILDING / REMODELING

914 CARPENTRY

920 CHIMNEY REPAIR

927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

929 DRYWALL / PLASTERING

"Chip"
Gibson 

Painting

Painting & Plaster

chipgibsonpainting@yahoo.com
(313) 884-5764

930 ELECTRICAL SERVICES

313-886-8088

Electrical Repairs
Code Violations

313-886-8088

Electrical Repair 
Lights - Switches - Plugs 

936 FLOOR SANDING /
REFINISHING

939 GENERAL SERVICES

GUTTER

Insured
Call Tom Micoli
(313)656-9402

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

944 GUTTERS

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CO OINCORPORATED

945 HANDYMAN

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Service

gElectrical - Plumbing

945 HANDYMAN

948 INSULATION

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

"Chip"
Gibson 

Painting

Painting & Plaster

chipgibsonpainting@yahoo.com
(313) 884-5764

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Custom Paint - Plaster
Repair & Restoration

FREE CONSULT

313-886-8088

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

957 PLUMBING
& INSTALLATION

960 ROOFING SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CO OINCORPORATED

RR CODDENS
Family since 1924

(313)886-5565
(313)550-6602(313)882-6900 ext. 1

Everyone

the

313-882-6900

1. 475 Touraine GPF    2. 375 Kerby, GPF     3. 1030 Anita, GPWTHIS
WEEK

= ESTATE SALE = YARD SALE

1

See Classifi eds for more details

2

Yard & Estate 
Sale Map

3
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CITY OF HARPER WOODS
CITY COUNCIL
MAY 15, 2023

CERTIFIED RESOLUTION

PROPOSED CHARTER AMENDMENT
REPEAL RETIREMENT SYSTEM  SECTION 5.16 (a) THROUGH (h)
RESOLUTION by Costantino, SUPPORTED by LaPratt:
BE IT RESOLVED to adopt and submit the following Statement of Purpose and Ballot 
Question and the proposed amended text to the City Charter, and further to send this 
information to the Michigan Attorney General for review and approval so that this question 
can appear on the ballot at the election to be held on November 7, 2023:

PROPOSAL NO. 1
The purpose of Proposal No. 1 is to repeal the Retirement System, Employee 
Welfare, Section 5.16 (a) through (h) of the City Charter where it is not longer 
necessary because the City has been and is currently enrolled in the Municipal 
Employees’ Retirement System of Michigan.
Shall the Retirement System, Employee Welfare, Section 5.16 (a) through (h) 
of the City Charter be repealed?

____ Yes
____ No

ROLL CALL VOTE
 YES: Kindle, Costantino, Jenny, LaPratt, Toussant and Williams
 NO: None
 ABSENT: Sawicki
RESOLUTION ADOPTED

CERTIFICATION
I, Leslie M. Frank, City Clerk of the City of Harper Woods, Wayne County, State of Michigan, 
do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and accurate copy of a Resolution adopted by 
the City of Harper Woods City Council at their regular Council meeting held on the 15th day  
of May 2023.
 ______________________
 Leslie M. Frank, City Clerk
Published: GPN, May 25, 2023

CM 05-97-23

changer. 
“When you mix the 

competitiveness and 
having fun, you’ve got a 
scary team.” 

Service, who will play 
baseball starting this fall 
at the University of 
Texas while majoring in 
kinesiology, has used his 
time in high school to 
become as versatile a 
player as possible. It’s 
part of the reason he 
played three sports all 
four years. 

“I have seen a lot of 
people get burned out 
from playing one sport 
too much,” he explained. 
“... I feel like that three-
sport aspect in high 
school is good because I 
get to see sports from 
different perspectives 

and get to try different 
things instead of just 
dead-on baseball, but 
now I’m ready to put all 
my focus on baseball.”

True to his vast ath-
letic skill set, Service 
said he’s open to playing 
any posit ion as a 
Longhorn. 

“I’m open to anything 
(at UT),” he said. “If they 
need me to catch, I’ll 
catch, or if they need me 
to play outfi eld, I’ll play 
outfi eld. To me it’s not 
really a set thing. It’s 
whatever they need me 
to play.” 

He models his versatil-
ity after his MLB idol, 
Mookie Betts, of the Los 
Angeles Dodgers. 

“He plays like four dif-
ferent positions, like one 
game will be at short-
stop, one game will be at 
second, one game will be 
in the outfield, so it’s 

really cool to see some-
one like that who’s doing 
the same kind of things 
that I want to do,” he 
said. 

Service credits a few 
influential coaches for 
helping him reach the 
collegiate level, includ-
ing the team’s assistant 
coach, Reginald Sharpe 
Sr., and his head coach.

“For me, I love the 
winning culture that 
Coach Cimini has cre-
ated here,” he said. “... 
He built (Liggett) into 
being one of the best 
programs in the state. 
That winning attitude, 
that winning program, 
that winning feeling kind 
of gives you a sense of 
confi dence when you are 
going out there every 
day.”

He said he particularly 
admires Cimini’s base-
ball acumen and willing-

ness to take risks with 
in-game decisions. 

“(Cimini) knowing so 
much about the game of 
baseball is just such an 
advantage,” Service said. 
“I swear he has called 
things where I’m like, 
‘What is he calling?’ and 
the next thing you know, 
it works to perfection.”

One example  of 
Service trusting Cimini’s 
gambling ways came 
against University of 
Detroit-Jesuit earlier this 
month when he gave 
Service, one of the 
team’s best hitters, the 
bunt sign on a suicide 
squeeze to win the game. 

“I was like, uh, I’ll do 
it, and it worked,” 
Service laughed, though 
he admitted to initially 
wondering if Cimini 
made a mistake. “I knew 
the (bunt) sign, but 
thought maybe he gave 

me the wrong sign or 
something, but it worked 
to perfection.

“With coach being a 
risk taker, it translates 
into making us 10 times 
better because it’s like, 
well, if he says it, he’s 
probably going to be 
right, so let’s just do it,” 
he added. “And that 
gives us a little confi-
dence because we know 
what he calls is gonna 
work so we’re not really 
worried about that.”

With the state playoffs 
on the horizon, Service 
and Cimini are setting 
the team’s sights on win-
ning a state champion-
ship in June. Cimini said 
when that last game 
ends, Service will be 
irreplaceable.

“What he’s given to 
Liggett, we could never 
get from anyone else,” 
he said. “He’s given us 

everything, three sports, 
he’s given us his heart 
and soul for all these 
years.

“I’m gonna miss him 
tremendously, but hope-
fully we can come back 
and look at it and say he 
won a couple of state 
championships, includ-
ing this year.”

Service is in lockstep 
with that goal.

“I just want one thing 
and that’s to win my last 
game,” he said. “A lot of 
teams don’t get to do 
that, so I want to be able 
to just go out on a bang, 
win the last game and 
hoist the state champi-
onship. Then I will 
accomplish everything I 
ever wanted.”

To nominate a future 
Athlete of the Week, visit 
grossepointenews.com/
athlete-of-the-week.

ATHLETE:
Continued from page 5D

HITS & HIGHLIGHTS
As usual in the spring, the kids around town are busy as can be (as are their par-
ents). From the soccer fi elds to the baseball diamonds, here are a few highlights 
from the past week.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF RYAN KINGSLEY

Members from fi ve different Detroit Boat Club Crew boats celebrate qualifying for the Youth 
National Championships. 

E AST S I D E  S O C C E R
The 2011 Eastside soccer team advanced to the State Cup semifi nals by win-
ning two games this weekend. They will play in the semifi nals on June 3 in 
Saginaw with an opportunity to play for a state championship on June 4.

Detroit Boat Club 
Crew and Grosse 
Pointe had a stellar 
weekend at the 
Midwest Junior 
Rowing Champion-
ships in Ohio. Five dif-
ferent boats featur-
ing 11 high schoolers 
from Grosse Pointe 
North and Grosse 
Pointe South and fi ve 
students from local 
middle schools end-
ed up qualifying for 
the Youth National 
Championships in 
Sarasota, Fla. next 
month. Four of the 
qualifying boats fi n-
ished in second place 
in their divisions, 
while the Men’s U17 
double team of Sam 
Beleshi from South 
and Ethan Kent from 
Cass Tech earned 
fi rst place.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF RYAN KINGSLEY

Grosse Pointe South’s Sam Beleshi, left, and Ethan Kent from Cass 
Tech hold their fi rst place plaque after taking the top spot in the Men’s 
U17 Double division at the Midwest Junior Rowing Championships.

G R O S S E  P O I N T E  WO O D S - S H O R E S 
L I T T L E  L E AG U E

COURTESY PHOTO

Conner Curis celebrates with his team on a beautiful night after 
a go- ahead home run.

COURTESY PHOTO

Taylor Collins is all smiles after 
hitting a homerun for the Trash 
Pandas. 

COURTESY PHOTO

The GP Sluggers 9U won the Macomb Country Armed Forces Classic over the weekend. The 
team went 4-0 outscoring their opponents 64-12, including a 15-0 championship victory over the 
Plymouth-Canton Lighting. The Sluggers team is made up of GPFCLL players: Gavin and Grayson 
Ahee, Nathan Crandall, Grayson Farrell, Rain Goddard, Teddy Harber, Michael Komasara, Wesley 
Marchal, Jackson Mitchell, Jack Mulvaney, Luke Nickolas and Holden Puma.

Ducks  12
Longhorns 6

Irish 3
Wolverines 3

Tigers 12
Spartans 5

Sun Devils 12
Bulldogs 11

C O L L E G I AT E 
DIV IS ION

Bulls 12
Grasshoppers 12

Redwings 11
Storm 10

Trash Pandas 14
 Grizzlies 6

M I N O R S 
DIV IS ION

Dodgers 13
Padres 8

Braves 11
Blue Jays 9

M A J O R S
DIV IS ION
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