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Chick-fil-A
denial
reversed

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

DETROIT — In an
attempt to find a
compromise sufficient for
the majority of those
involved in a dispute over
Chick-fil-A coming to
Mack and Marseilles, the
Detroit Board of Zoning
Appeals managed to pass
a motion Monday that left
both sides of the aisle
with a bad aftertaste.

The lose/lose situation
is the result of the ZBA
voting 5-1 to overturn the
Detroit Buildings, Safety
Engineering and
Environmental
Department’s early
January denial,
conditional upon the
site’s ingress/egress being
off Mack rather than
Marseilles.

At the same time
displeasing neighboring
business owners and

See REVERSE, page 3A
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PHOTO BY RENA LAVERTY

Grosse Pointe South’s Maeve Hix celebrates what turned out to be a state championship-winning goal in
the Blue Devils’ 1-0 win against University Liggett in the Division 1 girls high schools state final Saturday,
March 9, at USA Hockey Arena in Plymouth.

Winter teams bring the heat at championships

By Meg Leonard

Senior Editor

THE GROSSE POINTES
Grosse Pointe’s winter sports
teams helped heat up last week’s
cold snap with a winning week
full of championship trophies,
capped off by Grosse Pointe
South’s girls varsity hockey team
capturing the Division 1 state
championship 1-0 over rival
University Liggett School
Saturday, March 9, at USA
Hockey Arena in Plymouth.

It was the kind of local sports
span that can only be classified as
unforgettable.

In just the past two weeks, the
Grosse Pointes have crowned two
girls basketball teams with dis-
trict championships and two indi-
vidual state champions in
wrestling and swimming, along

with South’s state championship
in girls hockey.

The championship week began
Saturday, March 2, when Wyatt
Hepner brought home Grosse
Pointe South’s first-ever individ-
ual wrestling state championship
in Division 1’s 138-pound weight
class.

Midweek, all three girls basket-
ball teams from Grosse Pointe
North, Liggett and South
advanced to their district cham-
pionships. Though South lost,
North and Liggett both won their
respective program’s third con-
secutive district titles Friday,
March 8. They advanced to the
regional round Monday, March
11, where North lost to Royal Oak
and Liggett won its semifinal.

Back on the weekend, the
Pointes’ united synchronized
swim finished sixth overall in

their state final.

The week then hit a crescendo
last Saturday with South girls
hockey winning the title and Blue
Devils senior Troy Liu cruising to
the state championship in the 50
freestyle at the Division 2 boys
swim and dive state final at
Eastern Michigan University. Liu
did so in a school-record break-
ing time of 20.77, breaking his
own record set earlier this sea-
son. Liu also broke another
school record at the state meet in
the 100 free, breaking Jacob
Montague’s 2016 record of 45.67.
Lui swam it in 45.42.

Grosse Pointe North’s boys
swim and dive team broke three
school records at the meet in the
50 free, 100 fly and 200 free relay.

For full updates of these stories
and much more, head to our
Sports section.

GPPSS
tackling Al

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer
THE GROSSE

POINTES — Hailed by
some as revolutionary
and despised by others
as a scourge, the Grosse
Pointe Public School
System is taking a deep
dive as to how it should
handle artificial
intelligence, or Al

“There’s no reason to
run from it because it’s
here and it’s not going
away,” said Chris
Stanley, the district’s
executive director of
learning technology and
strategic relations.
“We’re trying to figure
out how we can use it for
personalized learning
and how structural it can
be for teachers.”

To that end, the district
has formed the GPAI
Leadership Council,
consisting of 30 members
including administrators,
teachers, parents and a
few students.

“Everyone but the
students has created a
Chat GPT account to
develop use-case
scenarios,” Stanley said.
“We’re not looking at
what it can replace, but
more as a tool to help
understand our students
better and help develop
instruction.”

The group already has

See Al page 10A

Sprucing up the Fox Creek scene on Windmill Pointe Drive

By Brad Lindberg Two

Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE
PARK — In a winners-
and-losers sense, the
warring Fox Creek
Indians of 300 years
ago never made it out of
the woods against
French soldiers they
attacked at Fort
Pontchartrain.

But, that doesn’t jus-
tify ornamental land-
scaping besieging a
historical marker com-
memorating the tribe’s
last stand on Windmill
Pointe Drive.

“Landscaping has

on the

State’s
sion.

bushes and at least
six plants surround
the marker, installed

the intersection of
Lakepointe in 1977,
by the Michigan
Department

Beautification
board members are
considering includ-
ing the marker’s
landscaping in a pro-
spective adopt-a-
garden campaign.

Yet, there may be a
direct solution.

Deck said a Park

trees, 15

median near

of
history divi-

The Fox Creek
Indian historical
marker on the
Windmill Pointe
Drive median at
Lakepointe will
be easier to see
when volunteers
redesign the site’s
overgrown land-
scaping.

PHOTO COURTESY OF
JAIME RAE TURNBULL

grown up so much you
can hardly see the
plaque,” Pat Deck, of
the Park Beautification
Commission, said of the

resident Jaime Rae
Turnbull approached
her with an offer to pri-
vately support cleaning
up and enhancing the

“Last fall (she) said
she was unhappy with
the condition of land-
scaping around the Fox
Creek  historical

“l have walked or
driven by the over-
grown historical marker
for years and decided to
do something about it,”

my extremely talented
friends and neighbors
that own Fleurdetroit to
work with the Grosse
Pointe Park city for-
ester and the
Beautification
Commission on a design
to create a reflective
space surrounding the
marker.”

Fleurdetroit, a land-
scaping design firm in
Bloomfield Hills, is one
of at least two groups
Turnbull recruited.

“Junior League of
Detroit has offered vol-
unteers to support fun-
draising efforts as we
do not want to burden
the city budget in any
way,” she said.

“They will begin once
the weather is a little bit

landscaping. site. marker,” Deck said. Turnbull said. “I asked See FOX, page 2A
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Woods erime up
slightly in 2023

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE
WOODS — The city saw
a 3 percent increase in
crime overall in 2023
compared to 2022,
according to the public
safety department’s
annual report.

Total incidents
increased from 496 to 511
in both index and non-
index crimes, which the
FBI deems as more seri-
ous and less serious,
respectively.

“We’re fortunate to
only have a 3 percent
increase,” Public Safety
Director John Kosanke
said. “Not everything is
doom and gloom, but we
did have two very unfor-
tunate instances,”

Those were three fatal
overdoses — including
two sisters — the same
night in June and a fatal
shooting in October.

Edmond Doheny is fac-
ing an April trial in Wayne
County Circuit Court in
the death of his brother,
Dennis Doheny. He faces
charges of open murder
and use of a firearm in the
commission of a felony.

A Narcan training ses-
sion put on by Families

Against Narcotics not
long after the overdoses
drew nearly 100 people.
The department also
joined FAN’s Hope Not
Handcuffs, a program in
which people seeking
help for a substance use
disorder can go to the
police station, even if they
have illegal drugs with
them, without fear of
being arrested.

The largest increases in
index crimes were lar-
ceny, which went from
110 to 120, and automo-
bile thefts, which were up
from 28 to 34, with nine of
those occurring in the
Ascension St. John
Hospital parking lot. Most
of the larcenies were from
unlocked vehicles.

“We need to have a
partnership with the com-
munity,” Kosanke said.
“They need to help us a
little more. If people come
into our town and every
vehicle is locked, they
won’t be coming back.”

Reports of criminal sex-
ual conduct doubled,
from four to eight.
Drunken driving arrests
remained constant at 11.

Officers responded to
nearly 9,800 calls for ser-
vice last year, an 18 per-
cent increase from the

previous year. The five-
year average is 8,803.

There was a decrease in
burglaries, from 14 to 11,
while robberies were
unchanged at four. Two
suspects were arrested
last March within an hour
after robbing a bank on
Mack.

Under less serious
crimes, damage to prop-
erty fell from 44 to 29,
but instances of fraud
went from 88 to 97. Many
of those involved online
and/or telephone scams.

While total ambulance
runs dropped from 1,440
to 1,385, calls involving
advanced life support
grew 48 percent, from
400 to 659.

Kosanke said he did
not think that was due to
having three assisted liv-
ing facilities in the city.

“We’ve had those for
years,” he said. “It could
just be an aging popula-
tion in general.”

Total training for the
department was just
more than 8,000 hours, a
58 percent increase from
2022.

“That’s something we
take very seriously, even
though we’re a small
department,” Kosanke
said.

License plate readers
on deck for Pointes
and Harper Woods

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

THE GROSSE
POINTES AND

HARPER WOODS —
Following its first suc-
cessful project enabling
cell phone and police
radio coverage in
Grosse Pointe South
High School, the tech-
nology-focused Grosse
Pointe Public Safety
Foundation has identi-
fied its next philan-
thropic goal in outfitting
each Grosse Pointe and
Harper Woods public
safety department with
license plate recogni-
tion cameras.

The foundation is
aiming to raise
$450,000, which would
cover the cost of up to
10 cameras per city to
be placed at strategic
intersections, as well as
installation and two to
three years of mainte-
nance fees. If the cities
accept the cameras,
each likely will be
responsible for ongoing
maintenance.

“The cities that have
had these cameras, all
of them have had a
reduction in crime from
17 to 70 percent,”
GPPSF Executive
Director Dan Jensen
said. “So they really
reduce crime and they
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Detroit
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reduce crime, because
they start getting
known. When the defen-
dant ends up going to
jail or prison they talk.
They learn. We call it
school. Prison’s a school
for most of these peo-
ple. They get in there
and they say, ‘Hey,
don’t go to Grosse
Pointe. They got cam-
eras everywhere.””

The technology can
be used in a number of
ways.

“If you get a crime
and someone witnesses
and says, ‘They ran and
got into an old, white,
rusty van with a painted
rear tire,” right away

you phone that into dis-
patch or a detective,”
Jensen explained, “and
they enter it into the
LPR computer. It imme-
diately reduces every-
thing that went through
those cameras in the
last 10 or 15 minutes —
whatever (timeframe)
you put in — to a white
van. So you might only
have three of them.”
LPR cameras also
have been successful in
locating those with
Alzheimer’s or demen-
tia, who have lost their
way while driving.
With the stipulation of
being on the same sys-
tem, LPR cameras

Village to revamp plazas
with $25,000 grant

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

CITY OF GROSSE
POINTE — As part of a
‘Get to the Pointes’
initiative for The
Village, developed by
Main Street Grosse
Pointe, Moosejaw’s
larger-than-life Connect
4 set soon will make a
grand return in one of
the downtown plaza
areas.

“They donated that to
us when they moved
out,” Main Street Grosse
Pointe Executive
Director Cindy Willcock
said. “So we get to keep
a little piece of
Moosejaw in The
Village.”

The initiative was
announced off the back
of a $25,000 Michigan
Economic Development
Corp. Main Street
Vibrancy Grant,
awarded at the end of
February to nine
Michigan communities.

MSGP plans to put the
funds toward enhancing
The Village plaza areas
with additional seating
options, games and
public art; acquiring
permanent signage for
The Loop social district;
and commissioning
Main Street street pole
banners.

“The ‘Get to the
Pointes’ placemaking
initiative is a series of
small projects that are
purposely woven
together to have a large
impact on The Village,”
Willcock explained in a
release. “These projects
will enhance
walkability; provide
space for residents and
visitors to relax, gather
and enjoy; and create a
sense of belonging and
community pride that

COURTESY PHOTO

Moosejaw donated its signature Connect 4 set to
The Village upon its recent closure.

will be felt for years to
come.”

As the downtown
organization already
has replaced the
benches in The Village,
the grant will allow for
further seating options
at Kressbach Place, as
well as the two currently
unnamed plaza areas
alongside Trader Joe’s
and SideStreet Diner.

MSGP also intends to
invest in additional
sturdy outdoor games to
join the chess tables and
Connect 4 set in the
plaza areas, such as a
bag toss game.

“The chess tables
were super well received
and we’d see people
sitting out there either
playing chess or
enjoying a cup of
coffee,” Willcock said. “
... So we know we need
more opportunities like
that to encourage
people to grab your cup
of coffee and enjoy the
outdoors while you
can.”

Public art, which
Willcock noted connects
people to the
community, also is
expected to be funded
by the grant.

While the City cur-
rently is working toward
establishing a mural
program, the Jazz Man
sculpture alongside
Trader Joe’s also
provides a glimpse into
the future of public art
in The Village.

The project timeline
will depend on when
MSGP receives the
grant funds, at which
point visitors to The
Village can expect to
see the implementation
take place fairly quickly.

“We want The Village
to look different and we
want people every time
they come down to see
something different and
notice that time and
care is being put into
it,” Willcock said. “ ...
And I’'m always having
our next idea or next
project in the queue so
that (when) any
opportunity comes
available, we can take
advantage of it and
make that happen.”

MSGP also earned the
Main Street Vibrancy
Grant two years prior,
at which time it
purchased new garland
and Christmas lights for
The Village.

would allow the Pointe
departments better col-
laboration with neigh-
boring cities, such as
Detroit. While the
GPPSF will obtain bids
from various compa-
nies, many participating
metro Detroit communi-
ties use the Flock Safety
system.

“You want to be on
the same system, if pos-
sible, as the cities
around you,” Jensen
said. “And you just call
and say, ‘We just got a
hit on this car out of
Detroit for armed rob-
bery. They’ve left our
city going eastbound or
westbound on Mack.
It’s headed your way.’

“They can pick up
their cameras and see
(where) it is and now
they plot where (it’s)
going and you can zero
in on it.”

For those who may be
concerned with inva-
sion of privacy, Jensen
noted 99 percent of the
footage never gets
accessed. After going
straight to the cloud, it’s
gone after 30 days.

“The average person
is on camera anywhere
from 15 to 25 times a

25305 Little Mack Ave. Saint Clair Shores, Ml 48081
(586) - 343 - 8253
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day, maybe more,” he
said. “Every party store,
every bank, the libraries
and the parks, every-
where you go.”
Implementation of
LPR cameras would
require new department
policies on how the sys-
tem is used, including
regulating which
department personnel
can access the footage.
The Grosse Pointe

Public Safety
Foundation’s official
website, through which
it is accepting dona-
tions, went live last
month at gppsf.org.

Editors note: Sean
Cotton, owner of the
Grosse Pointe News, is
on the Grosse Pointe
Public Safety
Foundation Board of
Directors.

FOX:

Continued from page 1A

warmer,” Deck said.

“It saves money for
the city as a collective
effort with volunteers,”
City Manager Nick
Sizeland said. “We want
to pay remembrance to
the Fox Creek Indians.
I couldn’t be prouder of
the Beautification
Commission for taking
the lead.”

Commission
Chairwoman Lisa Kyle
said the site’s ongoing
maintenance could be a
candidate for an
adopt-a-garden pro-
gram the board plans to
establish.

“There’s nothing
worse than a new plant-
ing that nobody main-
tains,” Deck said.

Former Chairwoman
Kimberly Clexton sug-
gested a hybrid support
system involving people
donating labor, money,
plants, supplies or all.

“There’s a variety of
ways we can do it,”
Deck said.

When it comes to
sponsoring municipal
gardens in the Grosse
Pointes, the go-to per-
son is Helen Bai of the
Shores.

Bai heads her city’s
beautification advisory
committee, which oper-
ates a sponsorship pro-
gram for the annual
planting and mainte-
nance of 85 gardens
throughout the
1.11-square-mile com-
munity, including along
Lakeshore Drive, the
grounds of city hall and
the lakeside municipal
park.

Grosse Pointe Park’s
prospective adoption
program will operate
differently than Shores’
sponsorships, estab-
lished several years ago
with 10 gardens.

“The difference
between a sponsor-a-
garden and adopt-a-
garden 1is that a
sponsor-a-garden is a
pay-only program while
an adopt-a-garden is a
program of pay, plant
and maintenance,”
Deck said.
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Egg hunts galore next weekend

By Grosse Pointe News staff

THE GROSSE POINTES —
With the last day of March quickly
approaching, next weekend will
see the Pointes celebrate Easter
through the annual tradition of egg
hunts.

The City

The City of Grosse Pointe is the
odd Pointe out in choosing to hold
its egg hunt Sunday, March 24,
exactly a week before Easter.

The 18th annual Spring Egg
Hunt at Neff Park begins with a 2
p.m. ribbon cutting and runs
through 3:30 p.m.

“You’ll want to arrive a little
early to get in line,” the city’s event
announcement noted.

Resident children of all ages will
have the opportunity to search for
eggs — including special golden
eggs — hidden throughout the
park and which can be used to
redeem a candy bag, as well as the
chance to win a prize. Collection
bags will be provided.

Peter Cottontail also will join in
on the fun, welcoming family pho-
tos.

Cost is $5 per child — the city
requests cash only — and park
passes are required.

The Farms

Grosse Pointe Farms is request-
ing families arrive by 9:45 a.m. for
a 10 a.m. start time to its annual
Easter Egg Hunt at Pier Park
Saturday, March 23.

The fun is open to Farms resi-
dents with children between the
ages of 2 and 12.

“There is one golden egg per age
group,” Parks and Recreation
Director Chris Galatis noted,
which offers a special prize.

Those participating should bring
their own basket or bag to carry
their bounty, as well as plan for the
weather as the city has stated the

event will take place no matter the
conditions.

The Park

About two-dozen tickets remain
for the Marshmallow Drop,
Saturday, March 23, at Patterson
Park.

Available tickets are for the 11
a.m. 6- to-10-year-old group.

The 10 a.m. drop for children
aged 1 through 5 is sold out.

Marshmallows are delivered by
helicopter.

“Marshmallows will fall from the
sky,” said Chad Craig, director of
parks and recreation.

Children collect them
exchange for goodie bags.

“Each time slot will have five
golden egg winners who will
receive a special prize and there
will also be pony rides and a pet-
ting zoo.,” Craig said. “I anticipate
everyone having a great time.”

The Easter Bunny will be avail-
able for photos.

“Hopefully, the weather will
cooperate,” Craig said.

If not, the alternate date is the

in

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

One of the Shores’ youngest resi-
dents fills his basket during a pri-
oryear’s egg hunt.

Bunny Brunch at
The War Memorial

The Bunny Brunch at The War Memorial
also will be held Sunday, March 24, with
reservations available for 9:30 a.m. and
noon.

Alongside a full gourmet brunch buffet,
Easter Bunny visit, goodie bags for chil-
dren to fill at a Sweets-n-Treats Bar and
professional photographer offerings, new
this year is a helicopter egg drop prior to
the egg hunt.

Reservations, which start at $130 for a ta-
ble for two, can be made at warmemorial.
org/eventcalendar11/bunnybrunch.
Children ages 2 and under are free and
notincluded in the table count.

next day.

Tickets for this and other recre-
ation programs and events can be
purchased at Windmill’s Lavins
Center or online. Check the munic-
ipal website, grossepintepark.org,
for a link to the ticket site.

The Shores

The Easter egg huntis 10to 11:30
a.m. Saturday, March 23, at Osius
Park for resident children 10 and
younger. TIckets are $5 and can be
purchased in advance at city hall or
at the event.

The day also includes a petting
z00, pony rides, treat bags and
refreshments.

The Woods

The annual Egg Stroll for chil-
dren 11 and younger runs 10 a.m.
to 12:45 p.m. Saturday, March 23,
at Lake Front Park. Participants
must register on the city website for
a specific 15-minute slot.

Cost is $8 for residents. There are
a limited number of tickets for $10
each for non-resident guests at the
community center. A Woods resi-
dent must be present to purchase.

A small petting zoo runs 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m.

REVERSE:

Continued from page 1A

those associated with The
Giving Tree Montessori
Learning Center, which
borders the site on
Marseilles and remains in
opposition, the hearing
provided little closure as
it is unknown whether
the franchise will move
forward with the location.

Representatives for
Chick-fil-A emphasized
the condition of approval
may not be feasible as it
would require flipping the
site plan 180 degrees,
which they believe would
reduce the ability to
accommodate cars onsite
by about 37 percent — the
capacity of the original
site plan was 51 cars — as
well as reduce the number
of parking spaces.

When asked twice
whether Chick-fil-A
would accept the
condition, Brian Ellison,
with Intersection
Consulting Group, said
only, “We would not be in
support of it.”

Because the site’s
zoning automatically
allows for restaurants —
the drive-thru is what
required approval —
Chick-fil-A has an
additional option to move
forward by opening a
dine-in-only location
should it so choose.

The purpose of the
appeal hearing was to
determine whether
BSEED made an incorrect
decision with the
information it was
provided at the time.

As part of its motion,
the ZBA said BSEED
failed to provide adequate
proof that there is
inadequate utilities, road
access, drainage and
other necessary facilities
for the site; as well as that
the conditional use will be
incompatible with
adjacent land uses and
nearby zoning lots in

terms of location, size
and character.

BSEED also stated as a
factor of denial, the
proposed 22 parking
spaces were not enough
to accommodate the more
than 100 employees
expected; however,
Chick-fil-A
representatives corrected
that only 15 to 20 people
would be on shift at one
time.

“It looks like they were
dragging the petitioner
through the ringer here
for some reason,” said
ZBA Chairman Robert
Thomas, who also noted
concern that a number of
city departments,
including planning and
development, approved
the special land use
before BSEED’s denial.

“What happened was
this (BSEED) public
hearing,” said Bryan Coe,
attorney with the Detroit
Law Department on
behalf of BSEED. “That
was after the site plan
approvals happened,
because as the developer
stated, the site plans have
to be completed before
you come before BSEED

to get your special land
use approval and at that
hearing, there were a
significant number of
concerned citizens in the
community and that, I
believe ... made the city
reevaluate what they
thought was best for the
site.

“l was asked to
emphasize the close
nature of the decision for
BSEED, because of the
ongoing work that
different development
arms of the city have done
for this project and
because of the beneficial
redevelopment of the site
that we believe this
proposes.”

Business owners along
Mack, such as Allemon’s
Landscape Center, which
is directly next to the
proposed development, as
well as parents at The
Giving Tree continue to
cite traffic safety and
congestion concerns.

“Basically it comes
down to everybody agrees
it’s the right company, but
it is the wrong site,” said
Kevin Chown, owner of
The Giving Tree. “Chick-
fil-A is my favorite

restaurant, but it’s just the
wrong site.”

One Marseilles
homeowner said he
would feel forced to move
should the Chick-fil-A
become a reality.

The site, at 17761
Mack, currently houses a
vacant Ray Laethem
building.

“I'm tired of seeing
abandoned buildings,”
said Barré Mackie, who
owns 11 addresses on
Mack between Moross
and Alter. “I'm tired of
seeing undeveloped
properties. I do
understand all the
concerns of many people
in the community as I've
spoken to a lot of them —
the safety, the adjacent
businesses. The reality of
itis, it’s a B-4 zone. If you
live close to a major
street, that is a decision
and a choice that you
make.”

The plans, should they
come to fruition, call for
Michigan’s first drive-
thru-only Chick-fil-A
location, including a
2,950-square-foot
building and outdoor
patio.
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Preparing
for Arbor Day

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE
PARK — Preparations
for next month’s Arbor
Week got off to a pride-
ful beginning March 6,
with the city forester fig-
uratively notching
another Tree City USA
designation on the
wooden tie he’ll wear
when formally announc-
ing the honor next month
to the city council.

“That’s our 41st year,”
said Brian Colter, long-
time Park city forester.

“That’s something to
celebrate,” said Pat
Deck, a nearly 40-year
member of the
Beautification
Commission.

Festivities planned this
year feature the annual
Arbor Day Poster
Contest among Park

fourth graders at Defer
Elementary, Maire
Elementary and St. Clare
of Montefalco Catholic
schools.

There are 179 potential
participants this year,
according to Deck. She
coordinates the contest.

“Numbers are up sub-
stantially from last year,”
she said.

Some 98 of 152 eligible
students last year
entered the contest, won
by Jean Marc Paines-
Franklin of Jane
Nugent’s class at Defer.

Each entrant receives a
white pine seedling, the
state tree.

City Forester Brian
Colter said he ordered
300 seedlings.

“We can use the extras
for the plant exchange,”
he said, referring to the

See ARBOR, page 4A

The Week
Ahead

MONDAY, MARCH 18

# Grosse Pointe Public School System Communities
United in Diversity meeting, 6 p.m.

# City of Grosse Pointe City Council meeting, 7 p.m.
# Grosse Pointe Park Planning Commission meeting,

7p.m.

@ Grosse Pointe Woods Committee-of-the-Whole

meeting, 7 p.m.

# Grosse Pointe Woods City Council meeting, 7:15

p.m.

¢ Grosse Pointe Woods Finance Committee meeting,

7:30 p.m.

TUESDAY, MARCH 19

@ Grosse Pointe Woods Senior Citizens’ Commission

meeting, 4 p.m.

# Grosse Pointe Public School System regular Board
of Education meeting, 6:30 p.m.
# Grosse Pointe Shores City Council meeting, 7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 20

# Grosse Pointe Shores Pension Committee meeting,

8:30 a.m.

THURSDAY, MARCH 21

# Grosse Pointe Library Board of Trustees meeting,
6:30 p.m. at Central, 10 Kercheval, Grosse Pointe

Farms.
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Special Olympian, all-around athlete heads
to Torino to conquer next mountain

By Anne Gryzenia
Publisher

Eat. Sleep. Sports.

Grosse Pointer
Christina Danieli has
found success in her
passion for athletics to
become one special
Special Olympian.

Danieli, who lives in
Grosse Pointe Farms
with her family and dog,
Austin, plays more sports
in a week than most
people do in a year. From
swimming to hockey to
basketball to tennis to
track and field, there’s at
least one sport for every
season.

She recently added to
her list of
accomplishments in the
sporting world by
qualifying for the Special
Olympics World Games
in March 2025, which
will take place in Torino,
Italy.

Danieli punched her
ticket for both the slalom
and super-G events, after
dominating the Michigan
Special Olympics Winter
Games by winning two
gold medals. To further
her training, she can be
found schussing down
the slopes in Snowmass,
Utah, this April.

“I am excited to go, as
I have never skied on a
mountain out West, only
on Michigan hills,”
Danieli said.

She said she looks
forward to the World
Games. Having never
been to Italy, she also
looks forward to learn-
ing about the country
where her father’s family
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Above, Christina Danieli and her seafaring pup, Austin, paddling on Lake St.
Clair. Right, Christina Danieli with one of two gold medals at the Special

Olympics Winter Games.

is from and trying some
authentic fettuccine
alfredo.

The fact she’s only
been skiing for a short
time demonstrates her
athleticism and drive.
The biggest supporter in
Danieli’s journey in
pursuing an athletic
career is her mother,
Cecelia Palen.

Palen was told early on
that Christina, who was
diagnosed with epilepsy
and other challenges at
age 1, would never have
the coordination to learn
to swim. But she was not
having it and pushed for
her daughter to remain
with the general educa-

tion students for physical
education.

Between her
determination and

12-YEAR
PARTS
WARRANTY

“many encouraging
coaches she was con-
nected with, she bloomed
and became accom-
plished in many sports,”
Palen said.

Danieli not only
learned how to swim, she
now has high hopes for
the highest level of
competition.

“I earned three varsity
swim team letters in high
school at Grosse Pointe
South High School and
won many gold medals
at the Special Olympics
Summer Games,” she
said. “I was also selected
to be on the Special
Olympics USA Team in
Seattle in 2018, and
earned four gold
medals.”

Her favorite events are
100 freestyle, IM
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(Individual Medley) and
50 butterfly, and her ulti-
mate goal is to get to the
top level in her sport.

“My dream would be to
be selected to go to the
World Games as a
swimmer,” she said.

By all accounts, Danieli
is a leader and a model
teammate. Coach Frank
Taylor of the SCSHA
Michigan Flyers Hockey
Team — of which she has
been a member for the
last three years — was
quick to comment on
Danieli’s ability to lead.

“She has been a great
addition to the team, not
only in her hockey skill
level but in her leadership
skills. She is willing to do
anything for the team
and her teammates,”
Taylor said.

“She is well liked by

her teammates and
always demonstrates a
positive attitude towards
the game, her coaches
and teammates. It has
been a pleasure to have
her in our hockey
program,” he added.

Danieli makes time for
all of these sports, while
caring for her 2 1/2-year-
old son, Andrew, who is
an active toddler. Palen,
aka Andrew’s proud
grandmother, sees a
bright future for him in
sports.

“I see big things down
the line for him in sports.
He will follow like his
mother, a natural
athlete.”

Danieli has a lot to be
proud of in her life. She
is thrilled to have been
given the opportunity to
compete and earn high
accolades in several
sports. With family, she
is blessed with a mother
who always believed in
her and with her
beautiful son.

When asked what
advice she would pass on
to other athletes, she
advised them to keep the
faith.

“Always believe in
yourself and work hard
at whatever you want to
do and good things will
come. Never give up,”
she said.

Playscape a busy place

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE
PARK — Dogs are sup-
posed to have wet noses,
but wet paws are
another matter.

To help keep them
dry, municipal employ-
ees are preparing to
install a drain tile sys-
tem at the Patterson
Park dog park.

“It’s not going to be a
cure-all, but will help
significantly,” said Chad
Craig, director of parks
and recreation.

He’s also seeking
long-term options.
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“I think we’ll be able
to address some of
those issues we’ve had
in the past,” Craig said.

Dog well-being shares
matters of interest these
days in the parks
department.

Playscape

Intermittent bursts of
warm weather starting
last month sparked cor-
responding interest in
the new Windmill
Pointe Park playscape,
a gift of the Grosse
Pointe Park Foundation.

“It’s packed,” said
Tom Fraser, Windmill
harbor master, during a
recent warm wave.

“It’s been crowded
just about every day,”

Craig said.

So have four or five
nearby picnic tables,
Fraser said.

Although the play-
scape is operational,
work remains on land-
scaping.

“We have some small
areas that need touch-
up work,” Craig said.

Tennis courts

The contractor that
installed the new sur-
face of the tennis courts
at Windmill will return
soon to smooth rough
spots.

“There were some
items we wanted to
address with the play-

See PLAY, page 5A

ARBOR:

Continued from page 3A

commission’s spring
plant exchange sched-
uled this year Saturday,
May 18, at the Tompkins
Center, Windmill Pointe
Park.

Arbor Week is April 21
to 27. Arbor Day is
always Friday of the last
week of April, this year
April 26.

Arbor Day is a tree-
planting holiday estab-
lished in 1872, in
Nebraska, and perpetu-
ated by the Arbor Day
Foundation.

“This year for Arbor
Day, a woman reached
out to me from Defer,”
Colter said. “She’s a vol-
unteer on the PTO and
active with their Green
Team. She asked if I

could give a presenta-
tion about the benefits of
trees.”

He accepted and
intends to plant a tree on
campus Wednesday,
April 24, at a time to be
determined.

“I told her that instead
of doing a presentation
in the auditorium, I’d do
it outdoors,” Colter said.

Tree City USA also is
an Arbor Day
Foundation program
dating to 1976.

The Park’s 41 Tree
City honors tie it with
four communities for
ninth most in Michigan.

Grosse Pointe Woods
is in second place with
45 years, not counting if
it won this year, also.

The leading cities in
the state are Adrian and
Royal Oak, tied with 46
years.
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Grosse Pointe Farms

Swindled

A man in Arizona is
accused of obtaining
money under false pre-
tenses, after a 44-year-old
Farms man sold him a
laser machine to aid inju-
ries and pain for $2,250
through eBay.

The buyer claimed the
item was not working
and returned it, forcing a
refund, but the Farms
man said it was returned
with parts swapped out.

Window tint

A 43-year-old Detroit
man was turned over to
Livonia police on fraud
warrants after being
pulled over at Mack and
Moross for Dblue
headlights and illegal
window tint at 3:23 p.m.
Tuesday, March 5.

In plain sight

After being reported
for smoking cannabis in
public view in a vehicle
parked in the 400 block
of Belanger at 2:43 p.m.
Wednesday, March 6, a
47-year-old Detroit man
was arrested on a
concealed carry warrant.

Act natural

When a vehicle on
Mack noticeably pulled

PUBLIG SAFETY REPORTS

off the road to evade a
patrol car at 11:06 p.m.
Saturday, March 9, an
officer ran the license
plate and found the
37-year-old Detroit
woman to have nine
warrants.

She was turned over
to Livonia police, as
well as cited for driving
while license suspended
and not having proof of
insurance.

— Laurel Kraus

Report information
about these and other
crimes to Grosse Pointe
Farms Public Safety,
(313) 885-2100.

Grosse Pointe Park

Speeding

On Monday, March
11, shortly before 8:30
p-m., an officer monitor-
ing traffic stopped a
speeding motorist near
the intersection of
Devonshire and Mack.

The officer arrested
the driver, a 31-year-old
man from St. Clair
Shores, for violating a
suspended operators
license.

—Brad Lindberg

Report information
about these and other
crimes to the Grosse
Pointe Park Public
Safety Department,
(313) 822-7400.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Vehicle theft

Security footage
showed a black 2019
Dodge Ram being driven
out of the parking lot at
Ascension St. John
Hospital around 9:30
a.m. Tuesday, March 5.

The vehicle’s owner
reported the theft around
2:30 p.m. that day.

Security scam

A resident in the 1900
block of Hollywood
nearly fell victim to
fraud after getting a
security alert on her
computer Wednesday,
March 6.

The woman called the
number and was told
there were 1,469 hack-
ing attempts on her com-
puter and both of her
telephones were bugged.
The woman gave the
person online access to

her bank account but
after being transferred
several times the scam-
mers finally hung up
when she refused to give
them her Social Security
number.

Block party

Two residents on
Country Club Drive
awoke Thursday, March
7, to find their vehicles
were damaged. Both had
broken windows while
the radio was stolen from
one of the vehicles.
Nothing was missing
from the other.

—Ted O’Neil

Report information
about these and other
crimes to Grosse Pointe
Woods Public Safety,
(313) 343-2400.

City of Grosse Pointe

Wrong crowd

A 54-year-old Detroit
man loaded a cart with
four cases of beer and
other miscellaneous
items at 2:30 p.m.
Tuesday, March 5, before
passing all points of pur-
chase and exiting a busi-

ness in the 16000 block
of Kercheval.

As he tried to flee, the
man was arrested and
charged with retail fraud
through the Wayne
County Prosecutor’s
Office.

Two Detroit men, 51
and 55 years old, with the
man also were cited and
released.

Germs

A thin, 6-foot black
man is being sought for
assault after striking a
person three times for
sneezing in his direction
inside a local emergency
room at 8:40 p.m.
Tuesday, March 5.

Suspended/
expired

# A 66-year-old Detroit
man was stopped at
Maumee and St. Clair for
driving with an expired
plate and cited for such
at 11:30 a.m. Wednesday,
March 6.

¢ A 39-year-old
Warren woman was
stopped at Cadieux and
Mack for defective equip-
ment at 3:30 a.m. Friday,
March 8, and cited for

driving while license sus-
pended.

& A 29-year-old Detroit
woman was stopped at
Mack and Neff for defec-
tive equipment at 9:20
a.m. Friday, March 8, and
cited for a suspended
license. She also was
arrested for a warrant
out of St. Clair Shores.

Unauthorized

After being stopped at
Cadieux and Mack for
defective equipment at
8:40 p.m. Thursday,
March 7, a 48-year-old
Detroit woman was
found not to have a driv-
er’s license, for which
she was cited.

— Laurel Kraus

Report information
about these and other
crimes to the City of
Grosse Pointe Public
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Shores

Nothing to report per
dispatch.
—Ted O’Neil
Report information
about crime to Grosse
Pointe Shores Public
Safety, (313) 881-5500.

Park man is sen
conclusion of fe

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE
PARK — A federal drug
case with news pegs
lurid enough to pique
coverage by an artificial
intelligence news service
neared conclusion
recently with a Park
man being sentenced to
three years in prison.

Defendant Matthew D.
Adams also must pay
$3,355,173 in restitution
to the Internal Revenue
Service. He can pay a
lump sum immediately
or pick his poison with
$200 monthly
installments, which
prolong the payback
16,775 months, or 1,397

years, according to a
sentencing document.

Adams’ attorney,
Sanford Plotkin of
Farmington Hills,
characterized the
sentence to numerous
media outlets as out of
line with drug charges
dropped against the
drug scheme’s
mastermind who, from
2008 through 2017, paid
Adams to procure illegal
narcotics.

“His name is Brandon
Johnson,” Plotkin said
of the other party.

Johnson and his
company are identified
cryptically as “Individual
A” and “Company A” in
U.S. Department of
Justice news releases.

“Ask the government
why they are trying to
cover for the Johnson
family. They owe the
public an explanation
and accountability for
our prosecutorial tax
dollars.”

Johnson cooperated in
the investigation,
prompted significantly
by IRS audits of Adams’
personal and business
bank accounts and tax
filings. Johnson pleaded
guilty to filing false tax
returns.

He’s being sentenced
this week by the same
judge that sentenced
Adams, U.S. District
Judge Matthew F.
Leitman for the Eastern
District of Michigan,

enced in
eral drug case

according to Plotkin.

As reported in the
Grosse Pointe News on
Feb. 2, 2023, and
summarized in a March
4, 2024, news release
from the DOJ Office of
Public Affairs:

“Matthew D. Adams
sold illegal narcotics to
Individual A. Individual
A was the president of
Company A. Individual
A paid Adams for the
illegal narcotics with
funds embezzled from
Company A. Adams and
Individual A agreed to
make the payments for
illegal narcotics appear
like they were payment
from Company A to
Adams’ company, MDA
Property Services, for

PLAY:

Continued from page 4A

ing surface,” Craig said.
“We experienced a little
bit of bubbling.”

Thereafter comes
consideration of
improved court lighting.

“Before we get too
in-depth with lighting, I
want to make sure the
surface is where we
want it to be,” Craig
said.

Starting blocks

A line item in the
city’s multi-year capital

improvement plan is
$40,000 to buy new
starting blocks used
almost constantly
during summer for
swimming lessons,
swim team practice and
meets at Windmill.

“It might not happen
in this fiscal year, but
next year we have to
focus on this,” said
Councilman Tom
Caulfield, liaison to the
recreation commission.

“For almost three
months, they are using
them two times per
day,” Craig said.

They’re also wearing

out, he said.

“You have all kinds of
different weights and
heights using those,”
Craig said. “They’ve
lived their lifespan.
They’ve been there a
long time.”

“They looked at the
end of their lives,” said
Larry Haggart of the
recreation commission.

“They are,” Craig
said. “I’'m not sure we
can get through an
entire swim season. It’s
probably our largest
program by far.”

He said he’s spoken
with members of the
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swimming community
about holding a

fundraiser to offset the
cost of new blocks.

“I’'m confident we can
raise some money, but
not to cover the whole
cost of the project,”
Craig said.
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legitimate work
performed by Adams’
business. From 2013
through 2017, Adams
was paid for that $10
million by checks from
Company A for illegal
narcotics he sold to
Individual A.

“Adams withdrew
more than $1 million in
cash of his illegal
narcotics proceeds from
his business bank
accounts and used the
funds to acquire real
estate. He also spent
over $1.25 million on
personal expenses such
as private flights,
golfing, jewelry,
gambling, court-ordered
child support, hotels and

to purchase a firearm.
Adams purchased
vehicles including a
Cadillac Escalade, a
Hummer and multiple
classic cars.”

That’s red meat to the
hardboiled neural
pathways and integrated
circuits of hoodline.com,
an online news site
based in San Francisco
that employs both
human reporters and
artificial intelligence.

The site characterized
“high-rolling” Adams as
being “hit” with a
sentence, committing
“shady shenanigans”
and “transacting hefty
sums” until the “IRS
came knocking.”
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OUR VIEW

Could Clark & Co.
help girls hoops
rebound from
numbers decline?

t’s March and that means basketball tour-
nament season. But who figured the talk of
the town, around the dinner table or office
water cooler, would be centered on the
women’s side?

First let’s start on the local level. After
boys varsity basketball teams from Grosse Pointe
North, Grosse Pointe South and University
Liggett School were eliminated from postseason
playoffs two weeks ago, we now have the girls
teams making a run.

All three girls squads duked it out in their
respective districts for championships Friday,
March 8, with North and Liggett each winning
their third consecutive district titles. In regional
play Monday night, North’s season ended with a
loss, while Liggett won to advance to the regional
final Wednesday, after press time.

Two days before in North’s district semifinal
game against Lakeview March 6, senior Natalie
Babcock scored her 1,000th career point. Since
then she’s added even more to her career tally.

We also have a national storyline in women’s
NCAA hoops capturing our attention, thanks to
the Iowa Hawkeyes’ sensational guard Caitlin
Clark. She is a pretty big deal.

Nobody — man or woman — has scored more
points in NCAA basketball history than her.

She made headlines over the weekend when
she led the Hawkeyes to the team’s third consec-
utive Big Ten tournament championship Sunday,
March 10.

She also keeps making history, like she did
Sunday, March 3, when she broke Pete Maravich’s
long-standing record of 3,667 points to become
the all-time leading scorer in men’s and women’s
Division I basketball history.

In the Michael Jordan era, everyone wanted to
“be like Mike.” Today, it’s all about Caitlin.

She’s consistently been the best player on the
court at every level this season, averaging 32.3
points and 8.7 assists, ranking her No. 1 in both
statistics. She’s also grabbing 7.3 rebounds per
game.

She’s a playmaker with a complete arsenal,
placing her in a different stratosphere from her
competition. Basketball analysts consider her
shotmaking consistency on par with Golden
State’s Steph Curry when he was named the
NBA’s MVP in back-to-back seasons in 2015 and
2016.

It’s a perfect storyline for this time of year,
when March Madness meets Women’ History
Month.

We also have a GP native to root for in the Big
Ten, former Norsemen and current Michigan
State Spartan Julia Ayrault, who was just named
first team All-Big Ten for this season.

An impressive accomplishment on its own, it’s
made even better because Ayrault stormed back
to put together perhaps her best season ever after
sitting out her junior season with a torn Lisfranc
tendon. Who doesn’t love a comeback story like
Ayrault’s?

And don’t forget about the WNBA’s Sabrina
Ionescu, who went up against Curry in a land-
mark 3-point challenge at last month’s NBA All-
Star game. Though Ionescu lost 29-26 to Curry,
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arguably the game’s best 3-point shooter of
all time, millions of viewers were treated to
a great display of skills from both athletes.

We hope stories like those from Clark,
Ayrault and Ionescu inspire more young
girls to play the game of basketball in the
Pointes, where both girls head coaches —
North’s Gary Bennett and South’s Kevin
Richards — have reported a significant drop
in both interest and participation in girls
basketball in recent seasons.

That’s especially evident this year, with
each program only carrying a varsity roster
of eight players each.

So why the dropoff? Why the loss of inter-
est in Grosse Pointe for girls basketball?

It’s not a lack of experience from the
coaching staff. Bennett is in his 41st season
at North, while Richards is in his 17th for
South. Success isn’t the issue either. Each
coach has won multiple league, district and
regional titles. Richards has reached the
state final twice, in 2013 and 2014, while
Bennett won it all in 2008.

Both coaches have said participation in
Grosse Pointe’s girls high school basketball
hasn’t rebounded from nearly two decades
ago when the Michigan High School Athletic
Association moved girls basketball from the
fall to a winter sport beginning in 2007.

Some say volleyball, currently the state’s
most popular girls sport in terms of partici-
pation, got the biggest jolt from moving out
of winter to fall.

The move may have helped volleyball’s
popularity but perhaps did so at the expense
of girls basketball. The demand to play club
volleyball in the off-season also arguably
prevents female athletes from having the
time to play a winter sport like basketball.

The growth of AAU programs, like travel
hockey, also may pull some athletes away
from playing for their high schools.

According to the MHSAA, the 2016-17
girls basketball season ended a string of 10
straight years of participation decline since
the fall-to-winter switch when it increased
by 2.2 percent. The organization also
reported 15,896 athletes played high school
girls basketball that year. In the 2022-23
season, the latest in which numbers are
available, 13,788 high school athletes played
girls basketball, while 19,270 athletes
played volleyball. That’s a difference of
nearly 5,500 participants. Track and field,
a spring sport, had 16,470 female partici-
pants.

Not all of this is cause and effect but in
2023, 111,570 female athletes in Michigan
played at least one high school sport. That
shows the pool of high school female ath-
letes is a deep one. Connect that to the wom-
en’s game never being more popular or
exciting than now. Let’s hope there are ways
to lasso that interest so it translates to grow
our girls programs at our local high schools.
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LETTERS

The Grosse Pointe News welcomes your letters to the edi-
tor. All letters should be typed, double-spaced and signed.
Letters longer than 250 words may be edited for length.
All letters may be edited for content. We reserve the right
to refuse any letter. Include daytime phone number for
verification or questions. The deadline for letters is 3 p.m.
Monday. Letters to the editor may by emailed to editor@
grossepointenews.com.

Choose words carefully

To the editor:

The article published March 7 regarding
the HR complaints from staff members A
and B piqued my interest, especially the
board president’s timeline. Did the request
from the coaches from South and North to
name the North athletic fields after Frank
Sumbera cause irritation to staff or mem-
bers A and B? When a Hall of Fame coach
is “terminated” or “retired” after 49 years
of service, questions will arise. What
caused that breakup is a tightly held secret,
which brings no credit to anyone in our
school district

Frank Sumbera was a great coach and
an institution at North. Frank Sumbera
was not the only great coach at North.
Student participation in athletics was high.
Is the drop in athletic participation at
North due to changing societal norms, or
is it a function of other factors?

When a new superintendent arrives, one
of the first things she will do is examine
her management team — notably the prin-
cipals and vice principals. Do those indi-
viduals lead effectively? Do those
individuals make good decisions in hiring
and firing? Are those individuals robust
enough to accept criticism and withstand
rumor without embroiling the school dis-
trict in needless HR complaints that cost
the school district thousands of dollars? I
don’t know what restorative justice media-
tors charge, but it can’t be cheap.

I would remind our board members to
choose their words carefully, both in pub-
lic and private conversations. You are here
to make our school district better.

WILLIAM SEAMAN
Harper Woods

Duplicate efforts?

To the Editor:

Why did politicians spend time writing
Proposal 2 in order to vote early? For
more years than I can remember we have
had ABSENTEE ballots to vote early.
Have a conflict in schedule? Must attend
a family gathering? Boss asked you to
work all day? Whatever the reason, one
can vote by absentee ballots. Instead pol-
iticians have found another way to spend
taxpayers’ money. The respective city
clerks had to man locations for those who
wanted to vote early, instead of by
ABSENTEE ballot. Locations had to be
open to the voter and manned for nine
days, including two weekends, not to
mention providing security for the voting
space? Did we hire people to work at
these stations? Did Proposal 2 require city
clerks to leave their respective office, a
busy place during election time, to work
the stations?

Why did we duplicate our workload?

MARGARETPOTTER
Grosse Pointe Woods

See LETTERS, page 7A
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I SAY By Meg Leonard

To the Irish

t. Patrick’s
Day is this
Sunday and
for those of
you who are
not of Irish
descent (or Notre Dame
or Michigan State fans), it
marks the time of year for
your annual mad scram-
ble to find something
green to wear March 17.

Lucky for me, I am a
very proud Irish-
American. I'm really a
Western-Euro mutt, but
my mother’s paternal
side of the family identi-
fies most with our Irish
heritage and ancestry, so
eventually we just
embraced ourselves as
all-out Irish.

My great-grandfather,
Angus McKinnon, a fine
Scotsman, would have
taken major umbrage
with the claim that we
are Irish only, but
remember, the Irish tell a
lot of blarney — we can’t
help ourselves.

My grandma, Mary
Elizabeth McKinnon
Sloan (Angus’s daugh-
ter) used to insist my
grandpa, Arthur Aloysius
Sloan and his family,
were actually Scottish
horse thieves who snuck
into Ireland. It was her
hopeful way of indicting

the authenticity of his
Irishness.

My grandpa would kid-
dingly retort, “If I was
Scottish, I would cut my
veins and let all of the
Scotch blood run out.” I
figure this was just their
version of love birds’
banter.

I lost my mom, Mary
Ellen Sloan Blondin, this
January. My dad, John,
passed in 2020. This will
be the first year my sis-
ters and I will be without
both our matriarch and
patriarch to lead our fam-
ily’s Holy Day of
Obligation to Eat Corned
Beef and Cabbage and
Drink Irish Coffee.
Among many things, I
will miss my mom greet-
ing us with a bright “Top
o’ the mornin’!” that offi-
cially opened our fami-
ly’s St. Patrick’s Day
festivities.

My mom was a third-
grade teacher in Detroit
until she retired some
two decades ago. If you
have an elementary
school teacher in your
life, you know there are
few who enjoy a theme or
a party more than an ele-
mentary school teacher.
Now imagine an Irish
one.

Her room was an
explosion of green sham-
rocks and rainbows with
pots of gold each March.
She had every single stu-
dent in her classroom

believing in leprechauns,
going so far to have them
create leprechaun traps.
Those 8-year-olds would
swear up and down that
their trap had moved
overnight or the Lucky
Charms used to lure
them were suddenly
gone, thus proving their
existence (see, the onset
of blarney starts young!).

She brought that same
enthusiasm to our home.
She proudly hung the
Irish flag to the right of
our front door. Laminated
shamrocks graced every
window. Chocolate coins
wrapped in gold foil and
Andes mints filled deco-
rative bowls around the
house. She would always
put up the St. Brigid’s
cross, self-awarely made
by my sister Brigid when
she was little, over the
threshold of the kitchen
doorway.

Since we are talking
about my childhood
home, I can’t leave out
the let’s-just-call-it-inspi-
rational Irish poetry
throughout it. My mom
had one particular rhyme
framed in our kitchen my
whole life, which read:

“God bless and love us
and keep us all alive;

There are seven of us
for dinner, but food
enough for five.”

Did I mention there
were seven of us in my
family? And I'm the
youngest? Looks like

maybe my sister Katy
and I, the last two Kkids
born, helped tip the
scales for our family to
come perilously close to
experiencing our own
Irish potato famine.

The Irish also love a
good toast, like “May you
be in heaven a half hour
before the Devil knows
you’re dead.” Or some-
times a good ol’ Irish
curse comes in handy
too: “May those who love
us, love us; And for those
who don’t love us, may
God turn their hearts;
And if He doesn’t turn
their hearts, may He turn
their ankles, so we will
know them by their limp-
ing.”

Now is probably a good
time for me to discuss the
concept of an “Irish
grudge,” but I think that
poem does it for me.

Irish music played a lot
in our house with such
ditties like “Molly
Malone,” “It’s a Long
Way to Tipperary,”
“Whiskey, You’re the
Devil” or “McNamara’s
Band.” Of course there
were the incredibly sad
Irish songs mixed in
there, too, often about
people losing limbs in the
war or their children or
dog dying from starva-
tion. Trust me when I say
Irish melancholy is its
own special brand of
magic.

And don’t get me
started on “Danny Boy.”
We’ve had enough bag-
pipers at our family’s
weddings and funerals

that our tears flow before
we reach “the pipes are
calling” part in the first
sentence. It’s almost
Pavlovian for us. Or
O’Pavlovian, as the case
may be.

For decades, my mom
and dad hosted epic St.
Patrick’s Day parties.
Everyone and anyone
was welcome. When 1
was young, my grandpar-
ents were always in
attendance, with most
every guest decked out in
various hues of green
and real Irish plaid. And
no offense, but wearing
the color orange was
super frowned upon (If
you know, you know, my
Catholic friends).

It was a sure sign the
party was in full swing
when my great Aunt Gin
would bless the crowd by
performing a few Irish
jigs. Aunt Gin was a kind,
fiery redhead who didn’t
know her first name was
actually Margaret
(Virginia was her middle
name) until the day of
her wedding when the
priest said, “Do you
Margaret, take Stephen
...” Her brother, my great
Uncle Billy, would also
hold court and croon a
few (always sad) tunes
once he was loosened up.

This was all before din-
ner was served, mind
you.

In later years, it was
always amazing to me
how many “frousins”
(Irish friends you refer to
as cousins) made it an
annual tradition to attend

my parents’ party.
Younger people would
usually congregate at my
parents’ place, too, after
a full day of shenanigans.
They arrived with yet
enough left in the tank to
share a Guinness or a
“touch of the whisk” and
partake in a full plate of
corned beef, colcannon
and Irish soda bread.

I'm grateful to say my
four kids and all of their
first cousins have a deep
appreciation of our fam-
ily’s Irish heritage. They
are our next generation
of fully seasoned veter-
ans who will carry on our
clan’s love of St. Patrick’s
Day, which to us is a cel-
ebration of family and
the cherished gift of
friendship.

This Sunday, my sis-
ters, Michele, Brigid and
Katy, and our families,
will do our best to make
Mom and Dad proud
with a celebration worthy
of many generations
past. We will raise a glass
to those in our family no
longer with us — espe-
cially our parents, grand-
parents, in-laws, our
eldest sister, Maureen,
and Katy’s sweet daugh-
ter, Clare, who died much
too young.

Above all, Sunday will
be an important day of
appreciation of both who
and where we came
from. To all of our good
family, friends and
frousins — to your good
health and many bless-
ings in the year ahead.
Slainte!

YESTERDAY'S HEADLINES

1949

75years ago this week

SHIFT TO CITY PLAN
OPPOSED BY
TOWNSHIP: On the eve
of the election in the
Farms village, when the
residents will pass on the
question of whether or
not the Farms is to take
out a charter as a city, the
Grosse Pointe Township
Board which now per-
forms certain functions
for the village, has issued
a letter setting for the
township’s argument
against the change.

VANDALS VISIT
VILLAGE MANOR: The
Village Manor at 17150
Kercheval, which has
been closed for the past
10 days for redecorating,
was visited by marauders
the night of March 4.
Glass was broken in the
rear and interior doors
were pried open. The
operators of the estab-
lishment have not yet
been able to find out the
extent of the robbery, but
a quantity of cigarets

were taken and the
records and papers of the
place were wantonly
mixed up and scattered
all over the place.

NEW DRUGSTORE
OPENS: Occupying the
dominating corner posi-
tion in the “Miracle Mile,”
shopping development at
Mack and Seven Mile
(Moross) roads, the new
Kinsel Drugstroe, 18th in
that pioneer drug compa-
ny’s local chain, opens its
doors tomorrow when it
will play host to the peo-
ple in the vast area it will
serve. Mr. A. Moss, who
will manage the store,
says the company is in its
61st year and that the
new store ranks with its
finest.

1974

50years ago this week

FIRST STEP TAKEN
IN FOX CREEK OUTLET
RELOCATION: All com-
munities and agencies
involved were repre-
sented at an open hearing
held in the Park Municipal

Building, 15115 E.
Jefferson, to discuss a
proposed program for
pollution abatement of
Lake St. Clair and the
Detroit River, caused by
the pumping of storm
waters and untreated raw
sewage through the Fox
Creek Enclosure Outlet.
The pollution abatement
was ordered by the fed-
eral government under
the National
Environmental Protection
Act and will be processed
by the Michigan Water
Resources Commission.
HANGING PANTS
TRIP STREAKERS: The
streaking Kkick officially
hit Grosse Pointe on
March 1, when City police
officers Edward Miller
and Dennis Van Dale
stopped a car to find it
contained three male
youths in various stages
of undress. The officers
had been dispatched to
the scene after two com-
plaints came into the sta-
tion that youths were
ringing doorbells and
running naked across
property on Washington
Road. When officers
reached the vicinity, they
spotted a vehicle travel-
ing north on Fisher Road.
From the blue jeans that

were stuck in the driver’s
door, flapping in the
breeze, police assumed
this was the vehicle they
were after. Their suspi-
cions were confirmed
when they pulled the car
over at Fisher and
Charlevoix and found
three of its occupants
either naked or semi-
naked.

1999

25 years ago this week
SOUTH GIRLS
HOCKEY TEAM

COMPLETES PERFECT
SEASON WITH STATE
TITLE: For one period of
the girls high school
hockey state finals at
Detroit’s City Sports
Arena, it was “deja vu all
over again” for Grosse
Pointe South. The Blue
Devils trailed 1-0 after
giving up a late first
period breakaway goal
to Harper Woods
Regina’s Katie Quinn.
But senior defenseman
Eileen Pulis said quitting
was never an option. The
Lady Blue Devils rallied
to score four unanswered
goals, complete an unde-

LETTERS:

Continued from page 6A

In response to
‘No evidence’

To the Editor:

I am not sure what
meeting Ms. Cracchiolo
attended but that was
not the meeting that I
heard and saw on Feb.
27. The only “angry
mob” and “hecklers” I
saw were the three peo-
ple that spoke on behalf
of Vice President
Ismail. One berated the
North staff and blamed
them (teachers) for all
the problems in the dis-
trict (I think?). One
termed them “power
hungry hustlers” and

one yelled at them and
then proceeded to
almost get into a physi-
cal altercation with an
audience member. The
majority of the people
that came to speak ask-
ing for Mr. Ismail’s res-
ignation spoke without
any derogatory remarks
— unlike Mr. Ismail’s
supporters. This is not
personal and in no way
has anything to do with
“how Mr. Ismail votes.”
This has everything to
do with a community
not having trust in him
and a lack of transpar-
ency that the BOE
majority is showing by
not releasing the report.
To quote the North
assistant principal, Mr.
Young, “We may not

know what it is but we
know what it looks like”
and it looks like this
BOE majority is hiding
things to keep us in the
dark.
KELLY SEAGRAM
Grosse Pointe Woods

Editor’s Note: The
Grosse Pointe News has
filed a Freedom of
Information Act request
with the Grosse Pointe
Public School System
law firm to release the
report.
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feated season (20-0-0)
and win their first state
championship, 4-1.
SCHOOL BOARD
GETS TASTE OF MEAP:
For the Grosse Pointe
Board of Education, it
was a night of learning
and being challenged.
Meeting in the Wicking
Library at Grosse Pointe
South High School,
board members heard a
presentation about the
Michigan Educational
Assessment Program
(MEAP) and then tried
their hand at answering
some sample questions.

2014

10years ago this week

DISTRICT RECEIVES
ALTERNATIVE
PROPOSAL: A group of
residents has authored
and presented an alter-
native to a bond for fund-
ing technology in the
Grosse Pointe Public
School System. Led by

former board of educa-
tion member Brendan
Walsh, the group
includes members of
Residents for
Responsible Spending,
the organized opposition
to the 10-year, $50.2 mil-
lion bond proposal on
the ballot Feb. 25. The
bond issue was soundly
defeated at the polls.

CONSOLIDATION
PLAN B ON DECK: An
alternative strategy to
reduce the cost of public
safety is on deck. The
City of Grosse Pointe
council has consensus to
cut public safety costs
despite an unsuccessful
attempt in recent years
to contract the service to
Grosse Pointe Park, as
happened last year with
public safety dispatch.
“Whether we can work a
deal with Grosse Pointe
Farms or Park, I'm con-
cerned with whatever is
best for us as a city for
both budgetary and pub-
lic safety concerns,” said
Councilman Chris
Walsh.
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EERV is on guard

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK
— Say hello and goodbye
to the extreme emergency
relief valve.

Shortly before sunup
Monday, March 11, con-
struction crews prepared
to settle the final compo-
nent of the valve into an
underground concrete
and metal cradle where it
will remain unseen and —
given its role as a last line
of defense against base-
ment flood-causing
backed-up storm sewer
water hopefully
unused.

The component, called
a sluice gate, is the city’s
nuclear option against
flooding, the sewer sys-
tem’s portcullis-in-reverse
to rise in defense of resi-
dents against thousands
of dollars in repairs and
lost property from siege
by massive downpours.

“This is intended to pro-
vide relief for the most
extreme storms that
exceed the system’s abil-
ity to discharge and
exceed available capacity

in the existing sanitary
system,” said Patrick
Droze, project manager
with the Park’s engineer-
ing consultants, OHM
Advisors.

The sluice gate opens
and closes vertically, like
nautical water-tight doors
of which the Titanic could
have used more.

Activation is manual.
An above-ground control
handle is secured near the
installation inside
Patterson Park on Essex
at the foot of Three Mile
Drive.

“It’s not just going to
open and close willy-
nilly,” said Councilman
Max Wiener, chairman of
the infrastructure com-
mittee and EERV advo-
cate.

Construction and instal-
lation of the valve, compo-
nents and related piping
cost $2.8 million.

Of that, the $130,000
custom-made gate was
paid by private donations
through the Grosse Pointe
Park Foundation.
Additional donations by
Foundation President
Shery Cotton and her

sons, Jon and Sean, also
made an impact.

Sean Cotton owns the
Grosse Pointe News.

“It’s really unique for
people to donate to put
pipes underground,”
Wiener said. “That is not
the normal direction of
philanthropy, but makes
all of this possible.”

“To have philanthropic
people, such as the Cotton
family and the Grosse
Pointe Park Foundation,
donate to infrastructure is
something truly incredi-
ble,” City Manager Nick
Sizeland said.

Donations augmented
resident support of a
10-year, 2.5-mill millage
dedicated to water and
sewer system improve-
ments.

“This is only possible
because the residents
took it upon themselves to
vote for the water-sewer
millage,” Wiener said.

“I couldn’t be prouder
of this community and the
folks who call Grosse
Pointe Park home,”
Sizeland said.

Another funding source
may be the federal gov-

ernment.
Last month, the Pointes’
Congressman Shri

Thanedar informed the
Park city council his col-
leagues in Washington,
D.C., approved granting
the city $1,050,000 for
flood protection.

“I expect President
(Joe) Biden to sign it into
law,” Thanedar said at the
time. “So, it’s almost done
and is likely to be done.
But I couldn’t wait to
come to you and give you
the good news.”

The relief valve diverts

storm water through a
5-foot-diameter concrete
pipe into a roughly
50-foot-deep under-
ground basin inside
Patterson Park and, from
there, Lake St. Clair.
“When this is opened,”
said Wiener, eying the
sluice gate prior to it being
unpacked from a wooden
cradle the morning of
installation, “it’s not like
the water is just running
out. It’s going into a giant
well. We can contain it,
track the volume and put
something (such as disin-

Contractors lower a
$130,000, custom-made
sluice gate into an un-
derground chamber at
Patterson Park. The gate
is designed to be manu-
ally raised to open and
relieve excess storm and
sewer water from the
municipal system, avoid-
ing a repeat of backups
and basement flooding
during summertime
thunderstorms of 2021.
A donation from the
Grosse Pointe Park
Foundation paid for the
gate.

PHOTO COURTESY
OF MAX WIENER

fectants) in it if we have
to.”

Although the valve is
technically operational
this week, he said, testing
comes next.

“We’re looking at the
first week or two in April
to make sure it functions
and is responsive,”
Wiener said. “We intend
to do it on a day when
there’s not going to be any
flow. We'll still put out a
(public) posting and mon-
itor it, so there’s no mis-
conception of how it’s
functioning.”

Rec commission gets marching orders

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE
PARK — Solutions, not
problems, are what the
city council liaison wants
from the Recreation
Commission.

“I am really adamant
about this commission
moving forward,”
Councilman Tom
Caulfield told the group
Thursday, March 7.

The meeting was the
first since Mayor Michele
Hodges last December
appointed Caulfield liai-
son to the commission.

“With Mayor Hodges
and 1, it’s ‘get stuff done,””
Caulfield said.

“I appreciate the vigor,
the interest,” Chairman
Mike Hindelang said.
“We’re happy to have
you on board.”

“I'm going to challenge
you and I expect chal-
lenge back,” Caulfield
said. “I understand there
has never been a budget
shown to us (on council).
The key word is ‘change.’
Kicking the can down the
road is no longer. I'm
really going to challenge
this commission.”

Hindelang, a commis-
sioner since 2017, made
structural changes upon
being voted chairman
two years ago.

He established three
subcommittees focusing

separately on Windmill
Pointe Park, Patterson
Park and buildings
within each. The marina
subcommittee remains.
Hindelang and Marina
Subcommittee Chairman
Larry Haggart also
requested parks and rec-
reation administrators to
provide financial reports
at each meeting.

New harbor master
Tom Fraser and the
marina subcommittee
are coordinating overdue
maintenance of docks,
painting part of the main
breakwall, replacing the
defective dockside water
system and adding safety
ladders.

“The chair’s innova-

ROLL CALL:
MOTIONS PASSED

RESOLUTIONS PASSED

#180-285.

CITY OF HARPER WOODS
WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN
SYNOPSIS: REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MARCH 4, 2024

The regular City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Valerie Kindle at 7:00 PM
All Councilpersons were present

1) To receive, approve and file the minutes of the regular City Council meeting held February
5, 2024 and furthermore receive and file the minutes of the Beautification Commission

meeting held on January 29, 2024
2) That the agenda of the regular City Council meeting having been acted upon, the meeting
is hereby adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

1) (1) approve the Accounts Payable/Payroll Vendor listing for Check Numbers 129315 through
129496 in the amount of $1,081,581.64 as submitted by the City Manager and Finance Director,
and further, authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the listing. (2) approve payment to Turf
and Timber LLC in the amount of $16,400.00 for the removal of trees and trimming of dead and
downed trees/limbs. (3) approve payment to Nu Appearance Maintenance, Inc. in the amount of
$6,905.00 for sidewalk salting and snow removal in various residential and commercial areas of
the City. (4) approve payment to SAFEbuilt, LLC in the amount of $23,746.74 for the contractual
building department services performed during the month of January 2024. (5) approve payment
to BMS Cat / Jarvis Property Restoration in the amount of $39,499.31 for the repairs needed for
the library’s lower level. (6) . approve payment to Civic Plus LLC in the amount of $6,660.29
for the numbering, indexing and looseleaf paper supplements of our Code of Ordinances and the
up-to-date Code of Ordinances on our website. (7) approve payment in the amount of $18,650.00
to Guardian Sewers for their assistance with several water main breaks, repair of stop boxes,
waterline repairs and a water gate repair at various residential locations. (8) approve payment to
WCA Assessing in the amount of $6,080.16 for the contractual assessing services to be performed
during the month of March 2024. (9) approve payment to Simplified Business Solutions in the
amount of $7,925.62 for the email hosting, security and backups of our computer system for the
month of February and for IT support services for all departments and the purchase of cables,
keyboard, monitors and a TV. (10) approve payment to Badger Meter in the amount of $9,812.60
for the purchase of new 2 Orion water meters. (11) appoint Mr. Bobby Lewis, Sr. to the Library
Board of Trustees for an unexpired five year term ending January 2028 and to the Board of
Review as an alternate for a three-year term ending January 2027.

2) to accept the 5% rate increase proposal dated February 26, 2024 from engineering firm
Anderson, Eckstein & Westrick, Inc. effective July 1,2024.
3) to accept the $200,000.00 Michigan Economic Development Corporation grant for the development
of a pocket park and further to authorize the acting City Manager to sign the grant agreement.

4) approve payment to Michigan Joint Sealing, Inc. in the amount of $3,750.00 for Progress
Payment No. 2 (Final) on the 2023 Pavement Joint and Crack Sealing Project, #180-318.

5) approve payment to Doetsch Environmental Services in the amount of $8,676.00 for Progress
Payment No. 2 (Final) on the 2023 Sanitary Sewer Cleaning and CCTV Investigation, #180-317.
6)approve payment to Great Lakes Contracting Solutions, LLC in the amount of $6,250.00 for
Progress Payment No. 3 (Final) on the 2023 Storm Sewer Open Cut Repair Project, #180-314.
7) approve payment to Doetsch Environmental Services in the amount of $78,181.70 for Progress
Payment No. 2 (Final) on the 2022 Sanitary Sewer Cleaning and CCTV Investigation project,

8) approve payment to L. Anthony Construction, Inc. in the amount of $18,517.11 for Progress
Payment No. 5 (Final) on the 2022 Concrete Pavement Repair Project, #180-283.

9) approve payment in the amount of $1,037,945.58 to Wayne County for the Milk River Drain
principal and interest payments; $888,198.64 principal and interest on the SRF Bond #5446-01
and $149,746 .94 principal and interest on the SRF Bond #5446-02.

Valerie Kindle, Mayor

Published: GPN, March 14, 2024

Leslie M. Frank, City Clerk

tion to have subcommit-
tees will be very useful,”
member Mike Bannon
said. “There will be sub-
committees intimately
involved with various
things.”

To meet the anticipated
greater workload, com-
missioners this month
agreed with Caulfield to
increase their meeting
schedule from quarterly
to bi-monthly.

“Some of the dates I
put down are to get a
more forward-thinking
motion,” Caulfield said.

“So, in April we’re hope-
fully talking about how
we’re gearing up to open-
ing (the swimming pools
and warm-weather facili-
ties for summer) and
what our spring and
summer programming
looks like, and not just
lean on (Recreation
Director Chad Craig)
and say, ‘What are you
doing?””

“In April, I want to get
the subcommittees back
on track,” Hindelang
said. “We’re going to
have plenty of challenges

for Tom.”

The commission is an
advisory body. It can
only recommend actions
to the city council, which
has final say.

“One of my favorite
statements is, “Council
has to figure how to pay
for this,”” Hindelang told
Caulfield. “We’ll be
drawing on you.”

“My promise to you is I
will take anything from
this commission back to
the council for approvals
or discussions as
needed,” Caulfield said.

Ree com gears up for more work

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK — Too many
cooks spoil the broth, especially when
they have equal authority and are dead-
locked on different ingredients.

To avoid chaos in a corner of the
municipal kitchen known as the
Recreation Commission, its structure
was changed this month to avoid tie
votes.

The group also will meet bimonthly,
instead of quarterly, to address an antic-
ipated increased workload including,
among other things, renovations to the
municipal marina.

Changes were recommended by the
commission, which, being only an advi-
sory body, needed council approval. A
united council did so Monday, March 11.

Enactments by the council mean the
commission has 11 members instead of
12.

The membership change eliminated
the possibility of tie votes.

“An even number of votes is, sooner or
later, a potential difficulty,” said Mike
Hindelang, commission chairman.

Reducing the number of commission-
ers also helped alleviate cramped quar-
ters during what are now bi-monthly
meetings in the fourth-floor room at city
hall, shared as council chambers and the
municipal court.

Upon being elected chairman in late
2022, Hindelang saw a need for a larger
venue.

“I talked to (City Manager) Nick
Sizeland about the location, to get some-
thing that actually fits our size of the
commission,” Hindelang said at the
time.

As commissioners routinely spilled
beyond the meeting table into seats nor-
mally occupied by the judge and court
staff, they considered shifting meetings
to the Tompkins Center at Windmill
Pointe Park.

The two changes made this week also
resolve contradictions in the recreation
commission ordinance and bylaws.

Regarding membership, the bylaws
stated 12 members. The council chose
instead to follow the ordinance’s desig-
nation of 11.

Regarding meetings, the bylaws pre-
scribed a maximum of four regular
meetings per year while the ordinance,
which the council preferred, set a mini-
mum that “shall occur at least quar-
terly.”

“Between those changes, hopefully it
will eliminate all those discrepancies,”
Hindelang said. “The intention is to fix all
the problems we found. We’re kind of
getting back to where we thought we
were.”

Meetings will continue adhering to the
Open Meetings Act and be announced
publicly at least 10 days ahead of time.

“There was a need for some cleanup,”
Sizeland said.

“I'm glad to see, again, another item
leading to our professionalization,”
Mayor Michele Hodges said.

Animal show

Dan “the Creature Man” Briere, of the
Little Creatures Co., brings his menag-
erie to the Tompkins Center, Windmill
Pointe Park, at 2 p.m. Wednesday,
March 27.

“So far, we have 25 people signed up,”
said Stedman Taylor, Park recreation
administrator. “You can still sign up the

day of the event.”

Tickets cost $15.

Briere presents all kinds of wildlife,
from exotics to mammals and birds.

“You get to hold the animals,” Taylor
said.

“It’s interactive,” Craig said.

“He has a baby alligator,” Taylor said.
“The majority of people have been sign-
ing up online.”

—Brad Lindberg
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Brownell student Emmy Brown with Michigan Association of Middle School Educators President Ryan
Lisek after being named Middle School Student of the Year.

Brownell student middle
schooler of the year

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE
FARMS Emmy
Brown, an eighth grader
at Brownell Middle
School, was named
Middle School Student
of the Year Saturday,
March 9, during the
Michigan Association of
Middle School Educators
annual conference.

As noted in last week’s
Grosse Pointe News,
Brownell Assistant
Principal Holli McNally

g

was named administra-
tor of the year by the
group. Because MAMSE
held its conference at
Brownell, staff there had
the opportunity to name
the student winner.

“I was really surprised
when I found out,”
Brown said. “I've gotten
a lot of congratulations,
which is nice.”

Brown, 14, is in the
Junior National Honor
Society with a 4.0-plus
grade point average, is a
fifth grade mentor, plays
basketball and super-

vises the school store.

“I like all of the activi-
ties,” she said about her
time at Brownell, adding
that math is her favorite
subject.

“It’s a big help that my
parents are teachers,”
she laughed.

Patrick Brown teaches
at Brownell and Megan
Brown teaches at Kerby.

Aside from school,
Brown said she enjoys
playing outside with
friends and younger sib-
lings, Hudson and Cece,
art and babysitting. She

also plans to continue
playing basketball next
year at Grosse Pointe
South High School.

“It’s no surprise when
I asked the staff for
nominations she was
the overwhelming
choice,” Brownell
Principal Rodger
Hunwick said. “When
we talk about how we
want to lead like this,
achieve like this and act
like this, Emmy is the
‘like this.” She has so
much empathy and is so
thoughtful of others.”

MARCH 15, 16 & 17

South, Pierce
auditoriums
getting upgrades

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer
THE GROSSE

POINTES — The Grosse
Pointe Public School
System Board of
Education voted at its
meeting Tuesday, Feb.
27, to approve much-
needed repairs to the
auditoriums at Grosse
Pointe South High
School and Pierce Middle
School.

Total cost for the proj-
ects, including a 10 per-
cent contingency if
needed, is $203,384.
Work is slated to begin in
mid-June after classes
get out for the summer.

“Both projects are very
similar in nature,” said
Ben Matteson, the dis-
trict’s director of facili-
ties. “The scope of these
projects are to repair the
tuck pointing on the exte-
rior of the buildings,
some minor roof repairs
and restore the damaged
interior walls.”

Inside work includes
replacing damaged
acoustic tiles.

“It was brought to my
attention shortly after I
joined the district that

there was significant
water damage to both
auditoriums,” Matteson
said. “After doing our
due diligence and later
partnering with
Ehresman Architects, it
was confirmed that tuck
pointing was the source
of the damage at both
locations.”

Cracks in the exterior
limestone had allowed
water to seep inside, thus
damaging the acoustic
tiles. Often called repoint-
ing, the process applies
wet mortar into cut joints
to repair weak joints in
old masonry. South was
built in 1927 and Pierce
was built in 1939.

Matteson said the audi-
toriums have not needed
this type of work in past
years and noted other
parts of the buildings
might need similar
repairs.

“Tuck pointing has
become a critical issue of
mine since joining the
district two years ago,”
he added. “We will defi-
nitely be addressing the
surrounding areas to this
project and tuck pointing
at other schools in the
near future.”

layette - toddler « gifts * registry

17110 Kercheval Avenue
Grosse Pointe ¢ In the Village

313.881.7227

appleblossombabyanddecor.com

16906 Kercheval Ave
(313) 571-3607
shopglitterandscotch.com

17114 Kercheval Ave
Grosse Pointe in the Village

(313) 444-2793
campusshopusa.com

17110 Kercheval Avenue

in the Village

Lower level of Apple Blossom Baby

www.jolibumpgp.com
jolibloomllc@gmail.com

Gifts For Every Occasion

16822 Kercheval Ave,

Grosse Pointe, M1 48230
313.466.3388

savvychicgp.com

17112 Kercheval Ave.
Grosse Pointe » 313-887-1774
shopsmallifavors.com

16840 KERCHEVAL AVE.

313-881-0566
DAWOODGP.COM

Ladies Accessories

MEN'’S, WOMEN'’S & CHILDREN’S

WEAR FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

17133 Kercheval Ave.
Grosse Pointe In the Village
313.882.7256

In the lower level of Apple Blossom Baby
17110 Kercheval
313-608-1381

17125 KERCHEVAL AVE
IN THE VILLAGE

(313) 458-7850

RIDGECRESTGP.COM

A Lilly Pulitzer Signature Store

17142 Kercheval Ave., Grosse Pointe

In the Village

susieathome.com
313-884-5621

17131 Kercheval Avenue

(313) 882-7256 ( PALM )
shopvillagepalm.com
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Students, families show up for Fan Faces

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE
WOODS — There are
class reunions and then
there are class reunions.

Some 150 people
showed up Monday,
March 4, for a reunion of
Fan Faces, the business
Susan Howey’s fourth
grade class — first at
Trombly and now at
Monteith elementary
schools — runs every
year.

“It started in 2017 and
we had every grade rep-
resented up through 10th
grade,” Howey said. “I
think it shows how much
all those students were
touched by what they
learned running their
own businesses. And it
was nice all those fami-
lies made an effort to
come.”

The idea for the
reunion came from this
year’s class and a former
student, now in fifth
grade, helped Howey
plan it.

“One co-owner even
came up with the idea to
do a ribbon cutting,”
Howey said.

Fan Faces started off
selling enlarged pictures
on sticks that have
become popular for
sporting events, birth-
days, recitals, gradua-
tions and anything else
customers want them
for. They have since
expanded to cupcake
toppers, wrapping paper,
bookmarks, buttons and
more.

When students first
came up with the idea,
they created a website —
fanfaces.org — and a
tagline: “Cheering peo-
ple on is what we do!”

Next it was time for
mentoring. Howey
invited Ellen Durand,
owner of EI's Boutique in
The Village, to talk to the
class. Students now write
letters to local businesses
and invite them to visit
the class and share their
knowledge, many of
which have maintained
an ongoing relationship
with the class. Some,
including Pink Elephant
Cupcakes and The
Cheese Shoppe, pro-
vided food for the
reunion.

“It’s made the kids
more connected to the

The Cheese Shoppe in Grosse Pointe Woods helped
Fan Faces last year by talking to the class about run-
ning a business. Last year, students also visited The
Cheese Shoppe and made grilled cheese sandwich-
es. This year, The Cheese Shoppe is helping again
and already has talked with the class about running
abusiness. The Cheese Shoppe has hired Fan Faces
to make pictures with The Cheese Shoppe logo on
them to go with their charcuterie boards. Pictured
are owners Shannon Jones and Aramis Jones and

their daughter, Poppy.

community,” Howey
said. “They’re pretty
sophisticated for fourth
graders. Instead of just

Shopping &
Champaggne

experience

, X

apparel ¢ shoes ¢ accessories

Spring Preview

March 14th

5:00pm - 8:00pm

Come see the latest Spring fashions
Informal Modeling and many giveaways

Trunk Show

Authentic handbags,
clothes and accessories

74 Kercheval Avenue ® Grosse Pointe Farms, Ml 48236

[BEST]
of the
B E*ST

313.458.8719

@capricious_gp

Hours: Tuesday - Saturday 10-5 ¢ Sunday & Monday - Closed

buying something on
Amazon, they’ll ask their
mom or dad to go some-
where local.”

Fan Faces has donated
more than $10,000 to
charities since its start.

“We donate half of
everything we make to a
variety of organizations,”
Howey said. “The kids
pick which ones.”

Charities have
included American Red

Cross, Motor City Mitten
Mission, World Wildlife
Federation and St. Jude
Children’s Research
Hospital.

The rest of the money
goes into supplies and
what Howey calls profit
sharing.

“We’ve bought things
like books and recess
supplies,” she said. “We
even took a field trip to
Mum’s Arcade. The kids

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

Above, Gracie Cursi,
McKenzie Wood,
Amalea Orlando, Charlie
Cursi and Catherine
Foka with Fan Faces
founder and fourth
grade teacher at
Monteith, Susan Howey.
These students were in
Howey’s fourth grade
class and worked on the
Fan Faces business in
the 2021-22 school year.

Middle, Hadley Eszes
wrote her favorite mem-
ory of Fan Faces on the
Fan Faces Memory Wall.
Eszes was in Howey’s
first Fan Faces class,
when Howey was a
fourth-grade teacher at
Trombly. When it closed
she moved to Monteith,
where she continues to
teach fourth grade.

Left, former students
and Fan Face workers
and now ninth graders at
Grosse Pointe South
High School, Ryan
Ridgeway, Ari
Tsagaratos and Bobby
Cooper, pose with
Howey.

don’t get paid but it helps
explain that good things
come from hard work.”

Howey said work on
the business is fluid,
depending on orders, but
it is woven into every-
thing the class does.

“We go over our
accounting in math class,
for example,” she noted.
“In social studies we talk
about economics.”

Fan Faces even kept
going during COVID,
when students were
attending class remotely.

“In 2017, I had no idea
we’d be where we are,”
Howey said. “I just let the
kids take the wheel and
let them have a voice.”

Continued from page 1A

held one meeting and
hopes to have
recommendations in
place by summer.

Stanley said he’s
already used AI on at
least two occasions and
found it useful.

“I had to send a fairly
complicated email, so I
put arough draft together
and it formulated a very
well-thought-out email,”
he said.

In another instance, he
used it to create an
analogy for the district’s
computer network
firewall to help him
explain the technology to
non-technical people.

“What it came up with
was basically a security
guard at a club who
decides who to let in and
who not to,” he said.

The issue also was
discussed at a recent
meeting of the Board of
Education’s Policy and
Contracts Committee.

“It’s become entirely
problematic,” said Kevin
Cox, a committee
member and chairman of
the English department
at Grosse Pointe South
High School. “There’s a
lot of temptation there,
but teachers can pick up
on it. By this time of the
year, we know our
students’ voices.”

Cox said if students
use it, they are supposed
to cite it.

As a former English
teacher, Stanley agreed.

“You can tell when a
student starts using
words they haven’t used
before,” he said.
“Sometimes I'd take a
sentence and run it
through Google to see
where it might have

come from.”

Will Broman, an
attorney and committee
member, said he’s used
Al for work.

“I’ve created outlines
for briefs, just to see
what else has been done
on the subject, then go in
and do my own writing,”
he said.

Trustee Ginny Jeup,
who chairs the
committee, said use of Al
at the universities two of
her daughters attend —
Baylor University in
Texas and Bethel
University in Tennessee
is grounds for
automatic expulsion.

“There are certainly
ethical considerations, so
we’re trying to figure out
how to use it,” Stanley
said. “It can be used to
generate ideas you might
not have thought about
or break down intricate
topics.”
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Fontbonne fashion show supports
relocation of “Lion

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

In late 2022, Ascension
St. John Hospital became
the new owners of two
beloved sculptures that
for decades graced
Eastland Center in
Harper Woods —
Marshall M. Fredericks’
“The Lion and Mouse”

and William M. McVey’s
“The Hippo.”

With help from the
Detroit Historical Society
and Kasco Construction,
the sculptures were relo-
cated to Ascension and
currently are awaiting
proper display at the
Detroit hospital. Plans
call for their installation
in a courtyard sur-

COURTESY PHOTO

From left, Fontbonne Auxiliary President Lorna
Zalenski, and fashion show co-chairs Camille
Cracchiolo and Stephanie Berri.

rounded by a new land-
scape design.

To help bring those
plans to fruition, the
Fontbonne Auxiliary of
Ascension St. John
Hospital is hosting its
spring fashion show fun-
draiser, “Wild for
Fashion,” Wednesday,
April 17, at the Grosse
Pointe Yacht Club, 788
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe
Shores. Cocktail service
begins at 5 p.m., followed
by dinner at 6 p.m. and
the show at 7 p.m.

“We’re raising money
to have ‘The Lion and
Mouse’ and ‘The Hippo’
installed there,” said
Fontbonne President
Lorna Zalenski, adding
that funds raised also will
help defray the cost of
landscaping and main-
taining the courtyard.
“There’s a new art fund
at the hospital. They
want to have more art at
the hospital to make it
look more aesthetically
pleasing.”

A selection of retailers
will be featured during
the fashion show fund-
raiser, including Anne
Fontaine, Capricious,
Lilly Pulitzer, Max Mara,
Saks Fifth Avenue and
The Village Palm. Cheryl
Hall Lindsey of RGA
Modeling is selecting the
fashions.

“The Saks Fifth Avenue
segment will feature a
collection by Daniel
Wingate, who will be
making a personal

”»

& Mouse,” ‘Hippo’

appearance at the fash-
ion show,” Zalenski
noted. “This is the first
time we’re doing some-
thing like that.”

The event, co-chaired
by Camille Cracchiolo
and Stephanie Berri, also
includes a raffle.

“We have beautiful
prizes,” Zalenski said.
“We always have very
generous donors in that
respect.”

A variety of items will
be up for grabs, including
items from Saks Fifth
Avenue, edmund t. AHEE
Jewelers, Girlie Girl and
several other retailers.

Members of the St.
John Guild will sell raffle
tickets.

“That frees up the
ladies to enjoy the show

with friends,” Zalenski
said. “Both organizations
raise money for the hos-
pital, so we support each
other a lot.”

Tickets are $125.
Tables can seat up to 11
guests.

Sponsorship opportu-
nities also are available,
including “Lion” spon-
sorships for $5,000 and
“Mouse” sponsorships
for $2,500. A variety of
patron sponsorships, as
well as underwriting and
advertising opportunities
also are available.
Payment must be
received by Friday, April
5, for inclusion in the
program.

Organizers said they’ve
already received tremen-
dous feedback from

interested guests, though
invitations were only
recently mailed.

“It’s amazing we’ve
already had this response
this quickly,” Zalenski
said. “That lends itself to
the excitement that’s out
there.”

Added Berri, “I’'m so
excited. Fashion goes
well with art. I hope to
see everyone there. It’s a
nice evening.”

Like many in the com-
munity, each of the orga-
nizers has a connection
to the sculptures, which
were commissioned by
J.L. Hudson in the 1950s.
Berri said her husband
used to climb on them as
a child and Cracchiolo

See FASHION, page 4B

St. Glare, Verheyden partner to bury unclaimed

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Pew after pew of St.
Clare of Montefalco
parishioners gathered
last Wednesday morning
to pay respects to 10 peo-
ple they’d never met.

As it has done since
2015, St. Clare hosted a
funeral Mass for
unclaimed bodies, one of
the Corporal Acts of
Mercy of the Catholic
Church. The service
included words from the
Revs. Andrew Kowalczyk
and Richard Shubik, par-
ticipation from students
at St. Clare School and
Austin Catholic High
School, as well as hymns
led by the St. Clare choir.

“Trusting in God, we
have prayed together for
these 10 individuals and
now we come to the last
farewell,” Kowalczyk
said during his reces-
sional remarks.
“Although the congrega-
tion will disperse in sor-
row, the mercy of God

ssir.com

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

The Rev. Andrew Kowalczyk, left, gives opening remarks at the funeral Mass as the Rev. Richard Shubik

stands nearby.

will allow us to gather
again in his kingdom.”
The solemn eyes of
parishioners watched as
a single casket represent-
ing all 10 deceased was
carried down the center
aisle and hoisted into an
awaiting hearse, courtesy
of Chas. Verheyden Inc.,

funeral home.
“Verheyden donated
their services, but also
did the hard work behind
the scenes with these
bodies so we could give
them proper burial,” said
Michelle Fisher, who
leads the church’s
bereavement ministry.

Several of the minis-
try’s volunteers, as well
as members of the con-
gregation, also served
during the funeral Mass.

“This, in our Christian
faith, is one of our
Corporal Acts of Mercy,”
Fisher said. “We try to
carry out our mission as

Christians to bury our
dead, feed the hungry,
shelter the homeless.”
“We do it because these
people have no one to
take their bodies at the
end of life,” said Gina
Serraiocco, co-chair of
the bereavement minis-
try. “As Christians we are

Signature | Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

18000 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe, Ml 48230

to be our brother’s
keeper. Joseph of
Arimathea stepped up
and buried our Lord after
his crucifixion. That’s the
same thing we’re doing
here — taking people
who have no one and put-
ting their bodies to rest.”

Crosses bearing the
names of the unclaimed
were hung among crosses
of St. Clare parishioners
who have died since
November. The crosses
will hang wuntil this
November, when families
retrieve them or they are
ceremoniously removed.

“In the meantime, we
have the opportunity to
remember them, pray for
them, pray for their souls
and for their families,”
Fisher said. “We should
do that for these
(unclaimed) people, too.
... These are our brothers
and sisters in Christ.
There are people like
them all around us, from
the community we are

See BURY, page 4B
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Art collaboration, ‘Reminiscence,’
at Posterity through March 50

Artists Ashley Menth
and Debbie La Pratt have
collaborated for a joint
art exhibition called,
“Reminiscence,” which
runs through the end of
March at Posterity Art
and Framing Gallery,
17005 Kercheval, City of
Grosse Pointe.

An artists’ reception
takes place 6 to 8 p.m.
Thursday, March 14.

“Reminiscence” cap-
tures La Pratt’s and
Menth’s theme of a
shared, soulful lightness
that comes from connect-
ing to places of historical
importance in the com-
munity. The show focuses
on people or faith-led
communities that suc-
cessfully exemplify
humanity at its purest
form, through acts of ser-
vice.

“The Light from Us”
depicts the Basilica of
Ste. Anne de Detroit,
showing the congrega-
tion in the light. Mass at

“Midnight at Croghan Street Station,” acrylic on canvas, by Ashley Menth. This
painting depicts the Second Baptist Church on Monroe Street in Detroit. The
light in this piece is depicted as celestial light, signifying the importance the

night sky played in the role of navigation to freedom.

St. Anne is in Spanish,
even though the church

Debbie
LaPratt’s
bas-relief
sculpture
from Ste.
Anne de
Detroit.

was founded by the
French. In its history, St.
Anne Church has
changed the language of
its Mass according to the
most prevalent language
of its parishioners.

“I also wanted to focus
on spiritual communities
that were able to orga-
nize and put themselves
in a position to help the
helpless,” Menth said.
“Some of the notable
pieces in the show fea-
ture congregations such
as the Second Baptist
Church that was able to
protect and help over
5,000 slaves make their
way to freedom. The
painting is titled

SOLD
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‘Midnight at Croghan
Street Station.” The peo-
ple walking toward a
warm light are seeking a
better life via freedom
from bigotry and racial
discrimination. The light
from the constellations
above allow the viewer to
remember the light from
the stars allowed for
directional navigation to
freedom. The word ‘mid-
night’ was a code word
for Detroit. Croghan
Street Station was a safe
room on the Underground
Railroad, which can still
be visited at the Second
Baptist Church today.”

Menth invites the com-
munity to see these works
and others in an effort “to
inspire us to put our-
selves in a position to
help, to be a light where
light is needed.”

La Pratt is a bas-relief
sculptor on a race to
memorialize Detroit’s
architectural jewels
before they disappear.
She has captured many
notable impressions of
Detroit churches, some of
which no longer are in
existence.

“I celebrate our rich
Detroit history and my
love for the city,” La Pratt
said. “I try to teach people
to look up, look down,
look all around. You
never know what you will
see. These architectural
gems were part of our
collective history. These
pieces were created by
the masters of the day.
They deserve to be pre-
served in an effort to
remind us and inspire
us.”

La Pratt has been find-
ing and creating impres-
sions of metro Detroit’s
rich historical landmarks
more than 30 years. Many
notable Detroiters,
including Martha Reeves,
are collectors of her
work.

Recently she has been
collaborating with Ford
Motor Co., to design an
award for the 2024
Mustang Dark Horse.
One of her pieces from
the Michigan Central
Station is part of the per-
manent collection at the
Detroit Historical
Museum.

For more information,
visit ashleymenthart.com
or DebbieLaPrattArt on
Facebook.

AREA ACTIVITIES

Ecumenical
Breakfast

The Grosse Pointe
Men’s Ecumenical
Breakfast Group meets at
7:45 a.m. Friday, March
15, at Grosse Pointe
Memorial Church, 16
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe
Farms. Tom Coyle will
speak about Mother
Teresa and how to save
the world. Cost of the
breakfast is $7.
Registration is not
required and first-time
guests eat free.

Audubon Society

Grosse Pointe Audubon
hosts its next meeting
Monday, March 18, in the
annex building behind
Grosse Pointe Unitarian
Church, 17150 Maumee,
City of Grosse Pointe.
Diane Cheklich will pres-
ent her documentary,
“Pheasants of Detroit.”
Doors open at 7 p.m. for
social hour and refresh-
ments; the free meeting
starts at 7:30 p.m.
Contact brapai@aol.com
or visit gpaudubon.
blogspot.com.

Blood drives

The American Red
Cross hosts the following
blood drives:

¢ 11 am. to 5 p.m.
Tuesday, March 19,
Ascension St. John
Hospital, 22101 Moross,
Detroit.

¢ 1 to 7 p.m.
Wednesday, March 20,
Jefferson Masonic Lodge,
22000 E. 11 Mile, St. Clair
Shores.

Register at redcross
blood.org.

Rotary

The Rotary Club of
Grosse Pointe hosts its
next meeting at 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, March 20, at
Village Grille, 16930
Kercheval, City of Grosse
Pointe. The speaker is
Mark Mais, executive
director of the Mercy
Education Project in
southwest Detroit, which
helps women and girls
live in a world immersed
in equality and equity.
Email grossepointe
rotary@gmail.com.

Chamber

The Grosse Pointe
Chamber of Commerce
presents “Building Your
Business Boot Camp:
Social Media 101,” from
11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Wednesday, March 20, at
The Neighborhood Club,
17150 Waterloo, City of
Grosse Pointe. The pro-
gram, presented by 31 &
Up Media, includes best
practices for social media
using an iPhone, tagging
accounts on a variety of
platforms and learning
the differences between
posts, stories and reels.
Tickets are $25 each and
include lunch. Visit
grossepointe
chamber.com or call
(313) 881-4722.

Lions

The Grosse Pointe
Lions Club hosts its next
meeting at 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, March 21, at
Village Grille, 16930
Kercheval, City of Grosse
Pointe. Guests are wel-
come.

Ford House

The Edsel & Eleanor
Ford House, 1100
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe
Shores, offers the follow-
ing programs:

& Storytime: Every
Night is Pizza Night,
10:30 a.m. Tuesdays,
through March 26, for
ages 7 and younger.

# Easter Bunny Photos,
noon to 4:30 p.m. Sunday,

March 24. Cost is $15 per
child of members, $20 for
nonmember children.

¢ Easter Brunch, 10
am. and 1 p.m. Sunday,

March 31. Admission
costs vary.
¢ Coffee with

Collections, 10:30 a.m.
Thursdays, April 25 and
Dec. 5, for members only.
& For tickets and infor-
mation, visit fordhouse.
org.

Family Center

@ The Family Center of
Grosse Pointe and
Harper Woods offers free
programs and resources
that help build happier,
healthier families. The
following programs take
place at The War
Memorial, 32 Lakeshore,
Grosse Pointe Farms.
Learn more at familycen-
terhelps.org.

& Free Community
Yoga, 7 p.m. Tuesdays,
through  April 30.
Registration is required
by emailing maryjo@
familycenterhelps.org.

¢ Community Book
Discussion, 7 pm.
Wednesday, April 24. A
panel of experts will dis-
cuss the parenting infor-
mation featured in “14
Talks By Age 14,” by
Michelle Icard. RSVP to
maryjo@familycenter-
helps.org.

Air Show

The Michigan National
Guard’s 127th Wing will
host the 2024 Air Show
and Open House at
Selfridge Air National
Guard Base June 8 and 9.
The event is free and
open to the public, and
features The
Thunderbirds, U.S. Army
Golden Knights
Parachute Team,
Franklin’s Flying Circus,
A10 Thunderbolt II,
KC135 Stratotanker and
several ground displays.
The theme is “Innovation
Focused: STEAM
Driven.”

Adaptive yoga

Yoga Moves MS, in
partnership with the Kirk
Gibson Foundation,
hosts Adaptive Chair
Yoga classes at 11:30
a.m. Mondays at Full
Lotus Yoga, 20365 Mack,
Grosse Pointe Woods.
Adaptive yoga benefits
those with multiple scle-
rosis, Parkinson’s dis-
ease, stroke and other
neuromuscular condi-
tions. Cost is $12 per
drop-in class or five
classes for $50 in
advance. Visit fulllotusy-
oga.net.

Toastmasters

Northeastern
Toastmasters meets in
person at Wayne County
Community College
District’s Mary Ellen
Stempfle University
Center, 19305 Vernier,
Harper Woods, as well as
on Zoom, at 7 p.m. the
second and fourth
Monday of each month.
Call (313) 720-8444 for
the link and password.

Men’s Club

The Men’s Club of
Grosse Pointe hosts its
next lunch and speaker
meeting at 11 a.m.
Tuesday, March 26, Josh
Ellig CEO of Jefferson
East, speaks about the
Challenges and
Opportunities Facing the
Jefferson-Chalmers area
of Detroit. Men and
women visitors are wel-
come to attend the meet-
ing. Cost is $20 at the
door. To reserve a seat,
email gmcattendance@
gmail.com or call (313)
550-9661.
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Obituary notices are purchased and often prewritten by family or friends. While
we try to run obituaries as submitted, we nevertheless reserve the right to edit for

accuracy, style and length.

Dorothea Mary
Krieg

Dorothea Mary (nee
Murray) Krieg, 93, of
Grosse Pointe Woods,
passed away Sunday,
Feb. 25, 2024.

Dorothea was born
Feb. 16, 1931, in Detroit.
She was the beloved wife
of Dr. William H. Krieg,
who predeceased her in
2013, and the daughter of
Louis and Beatrice
Murray. She is survived
by four of her children,
Charles Krieg (Krisanne),
Dr. William L. Krieg
(Shelley), Dorothea Kane
(Gordon) and James
Krieg (Susan); as well as
10 grandchildren and 11
great-grandchildren.
Dorothea was prede-
ceased by her son, John
Hubert Krieg; sisters,
Joan Gillis and Lou Ann
Toal; and brother,
Lawrence Murray.

Dorothea graduated
from Marygrove College
in Detroit with a bache-
lor’s degree in history
and education. She was a
first-grade teacher in
Detroit and later taught
reading at The Grosse
Pointe Academy
Montessori school.

Bill and Dorothea were
married in 1954, in Toul,
France, while Bill was a
captain in the U.S. Air
Force, working as a den-
tist. They shared a love of

history and traveled
extensively throughout
Europe.

Many people will
remember Dorothea as
an accomplished artist,
progressing from oil
paintings to linocut
prints. When time
allowed, she took post-
graduate art classes at
the Wayne State
University Department of
Art, Center for Creative
Studies in Detroit and
Printmaking Forum in
Windsor, Ontario,
Canada. With William’s
encouragement, she
established a print studio
in Grosse Pointe in 1990.

Her work was featured
in juried exhibitions, solo
shows and several galler-
ies. Dorothea frequently
won awards for her
deconstructionist inter-
pretation of beauty found
in daily life and around
the world. She has been
listed as a notable artist
by Marquis “Who’s
Who.” She also was a
member of the Detroit
Society of Women
Painters and Sculptors
(samples of her work
may be found on its web-
site, dswps.org), Grosse
Pointe Painters and
Artists, Scarab Club and
Pointe Studio Ten cri-
tique group.

Dorothea’s prints were
regularly selected for
shows by the Birmingham

Bloomfield Artist
Association, Wayne
County Council for the
Arts and Mid-America
Print Council. Her prints
have been displayed at
Chrysler World
Headquarters show,
Denver International
Airport exhibit, Junior
League of Detroit
Designer Show House
and at Ford House. She
took pleasure in knowing
her prints were owned
locally and across the
U.S.

While Dorothea
enjoyed her art, she felt
her major creative
accomplishment was a
loving home for her hus-
band and their five chil-
dren.

Dorothea loved to
entertain friends and
family. She was an
engaging storyteller with
a wit that had to be seen
and heard in action to
really be appreciated.
She was an avid reader,
sailor and golfer who
enjoyed bridge, “La
Libre” and travel. Her
family and friends will
remember her as a
remarkable and inspira-
tional woman who
touched the lives of many
and had a positive impact
on the lives of those who
knew her.

Her funeral Mass will
be held in August at St.
Paul on the Lake Catholic

Dorothea Mary Krieg

Church, when her large
international family will
gather in Michigan. In
lieu of flowers, memorial
donations may be made
to WDET 101.9
FM-Detroit Public Radio,
wdet.org/support/, or the
IHM Sisters, ihmsisters.
org/supporting-the-
mission/giving-opportu
nities/donate/.

Share a memory at
verheyden.org.

Autumn Clara
Dewey

Autumn Clara Dewey,
22, passed away Monday,
March 4, 2024. She was a
college student, baker,
movie enthusiast and art-
ist.

Autumn was born Nov.
15, 2001, to Kevin and
Amy Dewey; Amy prede-
ceased her in 2006.

She graduated from
Grosse Pointe South in
2019, and enrolled at
Michigan State
University that fall. A
biochemistry major,
Autumn was scheduled
to graduate with a bach-
elor’s degree in April
2024. She held a job in
the MSU horticulture
department where she

Autumn Clara Dewey

was valued for her hard
work. Autumn loved the
sciences and the arts,
including painting and
drawing, movies and
baking elaborate des-
serts.

Autumn is survived by
her father, Kevin Dewey;
brother, Ian; and numer-
ous loving aunts, uncles
and cousins. Her family
says whether Autumn is
in heaven with her mom
Amy or in their hearts,
she changed the lives of
her family and friends
forever.

Visitation for Autumn
takes place Saturday,
March 9, from 11 a.m.
until her funeral at 2 p.m.
at Chas. Verheyden Inc.,
16300 Mack, Grosse
Pointe Park.

Share a memory at
verheyden.org.

Linda Hart

Linda Hart, 89, passed
away Sunday, March 3,
2024, at The Rivers of
Grosse Pointe.

Linda was born Oct. 9,
1934, to Frederick P. and
Ardath (nee
McNaughton) Hart. She
graduated from The
Masters School in Dobbs

Linda Hart

Ferry, N.Y., in 1953. She
worked in sales for Ross
Roy Advertising and
Uniglobe Travel. She
loved music, art and ani-
mals and was active with
the Michigan Humane
Society Detroit, Pewabic
Pottery, Detroit Institute
of Arts and Detroit
Symphony Orchestra.

She is survived by her
daughters, Sheila
Camden Hutchison of
Washougal, Wash., and
Heidi Hutchison of
Indianapolis, Ind.; sons,
Peter Camden Hutchison
(Ann Chihan) of Sequim,
Wash., and Charles
Robert Hutchison of St.
Clair Shores; grand-
daughter, Sarah Jane
Hutchison of Austin,
Texas; and brother,
William McNaughton
Hart. She was prede-
ceased by her parents;
and brother, Frederick P.
Hart Jr.

She will be interred at
Christ Church Grosse
Pointe. In lieu of flowers,
memorial donations may
be made to the Michigan
Humane Society Detroit,
7887 Chrysler Dr.,
Detroit MI 48211, bit.
ly/4c50RJ4.

Share a memory at
verheyden.org.

Supreme Court Justice David Viviano to speak

Michigan Supreme Court
Justice David F. Viviano
addresses the Eastside
Republican Club Forum at 7:30
p-m. Tuesday, March 19, at
The War Memorial,
32 Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe
Farms.

“Justice Viviano has distin-
guished himself as a jurist and
as an accomplished attorney
with experience working in
the highest levels of govern-
ment, private practice and aca-
demia,” ERC chairman Mike
Vethacke said. “Next week we
look forward to hearing about
Justice Viviano’s work on the
Michigan Supreme Court. He
is campaigning this year for re-
election to Michigan’s ‘court of
last resort,” one of two seats to
be decided by voters in
November.”

The seven Michigan justices
are elected for eight-year, stag-
gered terms so at least one seat
is on the ballot every two years.
Candidates for the court are

nominated by political parties
and elected on a nonpartisan
ballot.

Forum doors open at 7 p.m.
for coffee and networking.
There is no charge for the
forum, which includes an
opportunity t0 ask questions.

Viviano was appointed to the
Supreme Court in 2013 by for-
mer Gov. Rick Snyder and was
re-elected by wide margins in
2014 and 2016. He is the
Supreme Court’s point person
for court technology and
supervises Michigan’s state-
wide e-filing initiative.

He previously served as
chief judge of the Macomb
County Circuit and Probate
courts. As chief judge, he was
responsible for the administra-
tion of one of the busiest trial
courts in Michigan. He was
first elected to the circuit court
in 2006, and during his tenure
as a trial judge presided over
both civil and criminal cases.
He also had the privilege of

Masses

Friday — Noon

Saint
Ambrose
Catholic Church

15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park,
Michigan 48230-1302

Saturday Vigil — 4:00 p.m. )
Sunday — 8:30 and 11:15 a.m.
Tuesday — 8:30 a.m.

Thursday — 7:00 p.m.

(313) 822-2814 « stambrosechurch.net « facebook.com/stambroseparish
(%9 Saturday Vigil is streamed online at 8:00 a.m. Sunday on our facebook page

031424

20475 Sunningdale Park
Grosse Pointe Woods

Viviano is a
strong advocate for
technological inno-
vation in the court
system. He has
long been a propo-
nent of a statewide
e-filing system and
has worked to
improve how local
courts manage
electronic data and
share it with the
public and other
units of govern-
ment.

He has partici-
pated in numerous
initiatives to
improve the admin-
istration of justice.

Michigan Supreme Court Justice David

F. Viviano

serving on the circuit court
bench with his father, retired
Judge Antonio Viviano, and
his sister, Judge Kathryn
Viviano.

In 2008, he worked
with a group of
judges to test
Michigan’s jury system
reforms with many of the
reforms adopted for use
throughout Michigan. For
their efforts, Viviano and his

St. Michael’s Episcopal Church

sharing the Light of Christ

March 17 ~ Fifth Sunday in Lent

Jesus, Our Source of Eternal Salvation

Sunday Worship at 10 am

followed by Coffee Hour in the parish hall

313.884.4820
stmichaelsgpw.org

Christ the King

colleagues received a national
award for jury innovation.

Viviano also teaches jury
management at the Michigan
Judicial Institute’s New
Judges’ School.

Viviano is a graduate of
Hillsdale College with highest
honors and a 1996 graduate of
University of Michigan Law
School.

In addition to delivering
flowers for the family busi-
ness, Viviano practiced law at
two nationally recognized law
firms, founded his own law
firm in Mount Clemens and
served as city attorney in
Center Line.

Viviano, his wife, Neran, and
their four children live in
Sterling Heights.

The Eastside Republican
Club Forum meets the third
Tuesday each month,
September through May at
The War Memorial. Admission
is free and the public is wel-
come. Stay up to date at east-
siderepublican.club and
“follow” the ERC on Facebook
and X.

Lutheran Church

SUNDAY
8:30 a.m. - Bible Study

WEDNESDAY
10 a.m. - Bible Study

Building

and Preschool
Mack at Lochmoor ¢ 884-5090
www.christthekinggp.org

9:30 a.m. - Worship Service
Sunday School - During Service

7 p.m. - Worship Service

Randy S. Boelter, Pastor
Making New Disciples-
Stronger Ones

Grosse Pointe
Congregational
Church
(United Church of Christ)

== Worship Sunday
¢ at 10:00 am
Rev. Richard Yeager-Stiver
An Open & Affirming Church
240 Chalfonte G.P. Farms
313-884-3075 » www.gpcong.org
WE HAVE AN ARTS MINISTRY
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part of. They just had no
family members to claim
them.”

The annual funeral
Mass occurs in partner-
ship with neighboring
Verheyden, which has
been part of the effort
several years.

“We will have people
reach out to us and ask
for assistance with hand-
ing someone’s final dis-
position when there’s no
legal next of kin, no fam-
ily, no friends,” said
Brooke Hassig, a funeral
services manager at
Verheyden. “When no
one steps forward, we get
involved. We work with
the Wayne County
Medical Examiner’s
office to get authorization
to move forward with cre-
mation.

“We handle the legal
side of everything, the
authorizations,” she
added. “After this Mass,
sometime in the spring,
we have a group crypt at
Mount Olivet Cemetery
where their cremated
remains will be laid to
rest.”

“I text (Verheyden)
each year when we do
this and ask, ‘Would you
like to participate?’”
Fisher said. “Within three
or four seconds, Brooke
responds and says,
‘Absolutely.” Every time
Brooke or Adrianna
(Schnell, funeral services
manager) communicate

The Rev. Richard Shubik gave the homily and talk-
ed about each person as though he had known them

while growing up.

while planning this,
which happens over a
couple of months, at the
end of each email they
say, “Thank you for allow-
ing us to be part of this.’
“Without them we
couldn’t just claim bod-
ies,” she continued. “They
go through the paper-
work, donate their ser-
vices, donate the casket.
They work in partnership
with so many different
places and do the hard
work of figuring out the
bodies who have no fam-
ily or no means to claim
them. All 10 people this
year had no family.”

“Though many of these
individuals lose a connec-
tion to their family and
friends it certainly doesn’t
mean they are unloved,
just abandoned at the end
of life,” Verheyden owner
Brian A. Joseph said in a
written statement. “Chas.
Verheyden Inc. is known
for assisting the margin-
alized and those who are
less fortunate to celebrate
the lives of all people who
made our community and
region a better place to
live.

“We appreciate all our
partnerships with area
churches that continues

Fr. Andrew Kowalczyk blesses the cremated remains with a thurible, which

dispenses incense smoke.

Grosse
Pointe
News
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The deceased

Roberto Claudio, 6/7/38 to 8/15/23
Mary Brown, 10/5/41 to 4/13/23
Mary Smith, 9/20/45 to 4/27/23
Willie Simmons, 7/4/49 to 10/29/23
Edward Williams, 2/7/50 to 12/23/23

Fred Smith Jr., 3/13/50 to 8/23/23
Tyrone Pettrie, 6/22/53 to 5/14/23
Richard Dunn, 6/13/55 to 7/18/23
Larry Livingston, 4/27/57 to 11/9/23
Rosalind Overstreet, 1/2/58 to 11/27/23

Don Girodat places a cross on the memorial wall.

to assist us in an overall
mission to celebrate the
lives of so many while
helping those who are
less fortunate,” he added.
“... We must always say
to ourselves, if we cannot
bury our own dead with
respect and dignity, we
are no better than a third-
world country.”

Hassig noted that each
of the deceased is listed
on Verheyden’s website
and that occasionally an
estranged family member
steps forward to reclaim
a loved one.

“We’re able to make
that reconnection,” she
said. “We give the cre-

mated remains back to
the family. And some-
times they ask if they can
keep them at the group
crypt, so they know
where they are and have
a place to visit.”

The entire process —
working with Verheyden,
preparing for and carry-
ing out the Corporal Act
of Mercy — is rewarding
for all involved, Fisher
said, explaining the
heavy involvement of
parishioners.

“It makes me feel
good,” Fisher said. “It’s a
nice affirmation of the
funeral ministry, what
we’re doing here. So

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

many people come and
pray and have a hand in
doing something. It’s an
affirmation of their faith.
It’s life giving.

“Funeral work is hard,
so it makes me feel good
personally when people
participate,” she contin-
ued. “People say it’s a
blessing to them to come
and pray and do a
Corporal Act of Mercy.
It’s turning a negative sit-
uation for all these people
into something positive.”

Added Serraiocco, “We
honor them. If they
weren’t honored during
their life, we honor them
in their death.”

Austin Catholic High School students served as pallbearers and helped load the
casket into a hearse provided by Chas. Verheyden funeral home.

FASHION:

Continued from page 1B

remembers taking the
bus to Eastland in her
youth, taking breaks
from shopping to play
among the sculptures.
“It’s great artwork and
also so nice Ascension St.
John was able to acquire
them,” she said. “I'm
thankful for that.”
Added Zalenski, “This

will ring true to the com-
munity. My kids played
on ‘The Lion and the
Mouse.” My friends
played on ‘The Lion and
the Mouse’ when they
were children. ... It was
something you would
always say to your chil-
dren; ‘If you’re good
while we’re shopping,
you can go play with the
lion.’

“I'm excited about it
and excited that they’ll

live at the hospital hope-
fully forever,” she added.
“People will see them
and remember. And we
have our own children’s
hospital within the hospi-
tal. Kids will love seeing
them, too.”

To purchase tickets,
become a sponsor or
donate to the raffle, call
Zalenski at (313) 590-
5607 or email l1z523@aol.
com.

Grosse Pointe News

Subscribe now for only $49.50 annually and receive the weekly print newspaper plus
24/7 online access, special glossy publications and perks throughout the year.

grossepointenews.com
(313) 343-5578
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COMICS

Youth on Stage brings ‘Disney’s
Beauty and the Beast, Jr:" to the stage

Grosse Pointe Theatre
invites the community to
“Be Our Guest” when
Youth on Stage presents
“Disney’s Beauty and the
Beast, Jr.” March 22 to 24.
Based on the original
Broadway production that
was nominated for nine
Tony Awards and the
Academy Award-winning
motion picture, “Disney’s
Beauty and the Beast, Jr.”
features popular songs
written by Alan Menken
and the late Howard
Ashman, along with new
songs.

The classic story tells of
Belle, a young woman in a
provincial town, and the
Beast, who is really a
young prince trapped
under the spell of an
enchantress. If the Beast
can learn to love and be
loved, the curse will end
and he will be transformed
to his former self. But
time is running out. If the
Beast does not learn his
lesson soon, he and his
household will be doomed
for all eternity.

“The junior show is very
well organized and
follows the original story
closely,” director Rachel
Hutchison said. “This
makes it easy for the kids
to use the original as a
good point of reference
for character
development.”

Hutchison said she is
excited to bring this show
live to the stage.

“The animated ‘Beauty
& the Beast’ was a favorite
of mine as a child,” she
said. “The music is so
captivating and the story
is rich with themes that
are important to me —
acceptance, kindness,
forgiveness and, of
course, love.”

With 55 children in the
cast, plus 15 on the
technical and costume
crews, Hutchison has a
busy job.

“This is my second time
directing a show with
Youth on Stage, so [ know
quite a few of the kids and
they know what to expect
from me. That makes my
jobalot easier,” Hutchison
said. “We also have a
terrific volunteer staff,
many of whom are
parents of kids in the

Right, Jackson Raleigh
as Gaston.

Below, Ivy Mancinelli,
Annabelle Schorer and
Ellie Korte as Filles.

show. They are a
tremendous help with
everything from check-in
and check-out to creating
props and costumes to
painting set pieces. Our
volunteers make the
whole production process
ajoy.”

Performances take
place March 22 to 24, at
Parcells Middle School,
20300 Mack, Grosse
Pointe Woods. A special
sensory-friendly
performance takes place
at 1 p.m. Saturday, March
23, for people with autism,
cognitive issues and
special needs, as well as
young, first-time
theatergoers. The
sensory-friendly
performance program is
sponsored by The
Inclusive Arts Fund of the
Community Foundation
of Southeast Michigan.

The story of “Beauty
and the Beast” has classic
morals that ring true
today.

“One of the lessons we
have all been focusing on
while putting on this show
is to value people for who
they are deep down, not
on the surface,” Hutchison
said. “‘Beauty and the
Beast’ is a beautiful story
about accepting people,
flaws and all, and helping
one another grow into our
best versions of ourselves.
I hope that everyone who
sees our show will be
inspired to take that
attitude into the world,
everywhere they go.”

“Beauty and the Beast,
Jr.” is presented through

PHOTOS COURTESY OF GPT

Phoebe Caine as Belle.

Grosse Pointe Woods
How: Tickets are $15
for adults, $10 students,
including fees. Tickets
are available at the door,
by calling (313) 881-4004
or visiting gpt.org/beast.
Tickets for the sensory-
friendly performance
may be purchased online

special arrangement with
Music Theatre
International. All
authorized performance
materials are also supplied
by MTI.

THE DETAILS

What: “Beauty and the
Beast, Jr.”

The cast

Phoebe Caine, Belle

Bentley Karcher, Maurice
Jack Schwartz, Beast

Jackson Raleigh, Gaston
Charles Pesta, LeFou

Sam Frei, Lumiere

Gianna Bellissimo, Cogsworth
Annika Brenner, Mrs. Potts
Jane Wujek, Babette

Stacey Pennar, Madame de la
Grande Bouche

Kenzie Luyk, Chip

Mack Kohler, Narrator 1
Audrey Darke, Narrator 2
Charlotte Torrento, Narrator 3
Elliott Cox, Narrator 4

Violet Hall, Beggar Woman/
Enchantress

Piper Rumohr, Mr.D’Arque
Charlie Henze, Bookseller

Lily Breedlove, Footstool dog
Ivy Mancinelli, Fille 1
Annabelle Schorer, Fille 2

Ellie Korte, Fille 3

Sienna Bennett, Aristocrat
Gavin Bethell, Fishmonger
Aubrey Stevens, Egg Seller
Riley Birsul, Sausage Curl Girl
Quinn Seiler, Baker

Madeline Frei, Lady with Cane
Alice Wamsley, Candle Seller 1

Camille LaBeau, Candle Seller
2

Noelle Runyon, Hatseller 1

Eliza Bennett, Hatseller 2

Cece Brown, Milkman/
Milkmaid

Stella Mancinelli, Shepherdess
1

Nora LaBelle, Shepherdess 2
Finn McMillan, Butcher

Grace Bieri, Mother/Tavern
Owner

Victoria Panzenhagen,
Kitchenware/Principal Dancer

Selah Pellegrini, Kitchenware/
Principal Dancer

Olive Burrus, Kitchenware/
Principal Dancer

Charlotte Cullen, Kitchenware/
Principal Dancer

Anna Soper, Kitchenware/
Principal Dancer

Dot Nichols, Kitchenware/
Principal Dancer

Lainey Beland, Kitchenware/
Principal Dancer

Blaine Freeland, Kitchenware/
Principal Dancer

Alexis Frei, Houseware/
Servant

Anna LaBelle, Houseware/
Servant

Kersten Orrys, Houseware/
Servant

Penny Berger, Houseware/
Servant

Rebecca Parrinello,
Houseware/Servant

Vinny Cavataio, Wolf 1
Casper Chrobak, Wolf 2
Al Berger, Wolf 3

IMAL ADOPTION SOCIETY

When: at gpt.org/sensory.
¢ 7 p.m. Friday, March
2 GROSSE POINTE AN
p-m. Saturday, , -
March 23 - sensory-
friendly performance
¢ 7 p.m. Saturday,
March 23
¢ 1 p.m. Sunday,
March 24

Where: Parcells Middle
School, 20300 Mack,

20542 Harper
(tennon and Harper)

(313) 884-1551 ,
WWW.gpaas.org

— -3

Animalé

Adoption at gpaas.org
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

313-884-1551

livailable for

OR Www.gpaas.org
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HETOL

Female,
7 months old,
i Shepherd/
| Rottweiler
Mix,
Black/Tan,
50 Ibs.
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Open IHouse Every Saturday
10:00anm-12:00pnr for Dogs & Cats

I Female, 1 year old, shorthair,

Orange tabby.
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K9 Specialties

DOORS
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Storm Doors * Windows ¢ Screen Repair
Home Safes, Keys & More

Village Lock & Home Repair
18554 Mack Avenue * Grosse Pointe, Michigan 48236

villagelockgp@gmail.com ¢ 313-881-8603

e Gustom Fit Leather & Biothane Collars
e Training Tips by Appointment
Located inside Village Lock & Home Repair
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Grose Pointes Crobby

The Pulse Of The Pointes

Nervous about celebrating
St. Patrick’s Day with friend

Dear Gabby: I am writ-
ing because I am nervous
about St. Patrick’s Day.

One of my good
friends has been getting
so out of control with
drinking that it puts a
big cloud over our din-
ners and parties. I drink
socially, but never get
out of control.

I'm trying not to be
judgmental, but he is
starting to put a
damper on things when

we go out because I
worry he might say or
do something stupid,
or we have to be in
charge of getting him
home safely.

We are supposed to go
out to celebrate March
17, and I'm already
dreading it. How can I
talk to him about not
drinking too much?
the

Sober in

Shores

Dear Sober in the
Shores

It sounds like you have
two issues:

1.) You have a friend
who drinks too much.

2.) You have decided
that St. Patrick’s Day is a
good day to get together
but you don’t want him
to drink too much.

Maybe the biggest bar
day of the year isn’t the
best choice for your

next outing with him?
The only way to ensure
that your friend won’t
get drunk on St.
Patrick’s Day is to lock
him up on that day,
which obviously you
won’t do.

An alcoholic or heavy
drinker (if that’s the
case here) cannot and
will not be able to con-
trol their drinking to
accommodate your com-
fort level.

It sounds like your
friend really needs pro-
fessional support and a
recovery program. This
will only happen if and
when he decides to do it.
If you choose to go out
with him this St.Patrick’s

Day, accept him for him
— binge drinking and all.

We love problem-solving
and giving advice! Please
send us your questions &
problems to advice@
grossepointenews.com.

Widow eager to stay independent

DEAR ANNIE: Please
give me your opinion. I
am an 84-year-old
widow. I have one child,
a son, and one grand-
child in town. My other
children live hours away.

I no longer drive. I am
financially independent
and have someone to
come clean twice a
month, drive me to run
errands, go to the doctor,
do grocery shopping and
take me to the beauty
shop.

My dog loves nothing
more than a nice, long
walk. Actually, he’d pre-

I have taken care of my
parents and my hus-
band’s parents, and I
know this can be very tir-
ing. I truly hate to have
to call on my children.

I try to be careful, and
I don’t spend unneces-
sarily. It adds up when
you have to have extra
help. My son is very car-
ing, takes me to the doc-
tor and never complains
about helping me. I have
friends who are in the
same situation.

I had hoped my son
would offer to go to the
grocery store for me. It
would save me some
money. I hate to impose.
I was ordering my gro-
ceries to be delivered
after I had some issues
with a different lady who
was getting my groceries
for me. I became con-
cerned when I was hav-
ing groceries delivered.

I live alone and use a
walker, and a neighbor
pointed out that people

ried It!

fer to go on walks all day
long if our schedules
allowed it.

Bandit, the walk-loving
dog, is a large, fluffy guy
who is absolutely full of

who deliver groceries are
well aware if you live
alone. I have friends who
are in the same situation
and their children shop
for them.

Would I be expecting
too much? Thank you. —
ELDER EAGER TO STAY
INDEPENDENT

DEAR ELDER: You're
obviously a very thought-
ful, financially responsi-
ble, independent senior.
But just because you’re

Dear Annie

by Annie Lane

able to find solutions to
your challenges doesn’t
mean you should feel
obligated to handle
everything on your own
all the time.

It sounds like your son
is caring and more than
willing to help in what-
ever way you need. As

by Anna Lizer

spirit. He loves to bark at
people, bolt across the
street to smell other dogs

Parcells Middle School Auditorium
20600 Mack Ave. Grosse Pointe Woods

Sensory Friendly Performance

20ee0

and run at top speed
every chance he gets.
While this is awesome
for him and we are glad
he loves exercise, he
ends up pulling us down
the block during the
majority of our walks.

I can’t say
enough good things
about this adorable,
loyal dog. But his listen-
ing skills? Subpar at
best.

That said, having a
great leash helps make
our daily walks much
more enjoyable.

For the past few years,
I’'ve used a traditional
5-foot-long nylon dog
leash. It gets the job
done, but whenever
Bandit decides he wants
to dart to the left or right
to smell a plant or say hi
to another dog, I get
whiplash.

One of my friends,
who owns two very large
dogs, suggested a bun-
gee dog leash. She pur-
chased hers on Amazon
and explained that it’s a
game changer for walk-
ing larger animals.

I ordered the 5.5- to
7-foot-long bungee dog
leash she suggested
and could not wait for
it to arrive.

When it arrived, I
took it for a test
ride. The great
thing about this
leash is it can
be hand-held or
waist-worn. It
also can be
secured to a tree
or post without

far as grocery shopping,
it might not even regis-
ter for him what a load
off your plate his help
would be since you’ve
been handling it on your
own for so long.

The next time you’re

See ANNIE, page 3C

unclipping your dog.

If you are planning to
wear it around your
waist, the leash has a
convenient clip that eas-
ily secures the strap
around your midsection.

The comfortable padded

leash stretches,

absorbs shock and

has an improved

design that allows

the leash to be

more dura-

ble and last

longer.

Near

the han-

dle, the

leash has an accessory

loop for pick-up bags or

small clip-on items such

as keys or a wallet. It

also has a traffic handle,

which is a shorter, non-

bungee area of the leash

so dogs can be pulled

back quickly in case of
emergency.

The leash comes in
two lengths and a variety
of color options. It is
listed for $39.99 on
Amazon.

I really love this prod-
uct. It makes our walks
so much more enjoyable
and gives Bandit some
free space to smell and
roam, without compro-
mising his safety or my
comfort. Five out of five
alligators from me!

We LOVE testing out
new things! Tell us
about your favorite item
or something you want
us to try for you! Drop
us a line at media@
grossepointenews.com.

5 Out Of 5
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Mombeau’s middle

Courtesy of Mombeau’s Table

My daughter is very
helpful in the kitchen.
She loves to chop and
prep dinner for our fam-
ily. This week is her turn
to tell her story about her
Irish recipe for St
Patrick’s Day. I’ll let her
take the stage this week.

I love cooking, but I
must say I am an
extremely messy cook.
That’s why it’s pretty
fun. I was very happy
when 1 found out
Mombeau was going to
give me her column this
week. So let me tell you
a little about myself. I am
10 years old, I am in
fourth grade, and I am

from a family of seven.
This is an Irish recipe
that I knew was the one.

The herbs I used were
thyme and sage. It is a
pork chop and potato
casserole.

What I think really
pulls this dish together is
the harmony of the pota-
toes, herbs, apple cider
vinegar and apples. The
juices from the pork that
are laid over top make the
potatoes taste extra good.

I was stumped on what
I was going to say for the
rest of this so I'll just say it
was really good.

This is a great dish if
you have leftover mashed

potatoes. If not, just boil
your potato of choice and
mash. Make sure to add
extra butter.

Cheers, Mombeau’s
Middle

Pork and Potato
Casserole

2 lbs boneless pork
cutlets

2 tbsp butter softened
4 cups mashed potatoes
1 onion chopped

1 large apple chopped

2 tbsp apple cider vin-
egar

2 tsp chopped sage
2 tsp chopped thyme
2 tbsp butter, softened

Salt and pepper to
taste

Preheat the oven to
350. Salt and pepper the
pork chops and rub them
with the softened butter,
salt and pepper.

In a bowl, mix together
the mashed potatoes,
apples, onions, vinegar
and herbs. Make sure it’s
seasoned with salt and
pepper.

Add the mixture to a
greased casserole dish.
Layer the pork chops
evenly over top. Cover
with aluminum foil and
bake for 45 minutes.

Take the aluminum

foil off and broil until the
edges of the pork turns a

PHOTO BY KAREN FERGUSON

bit brown. Garnish with
extra sage if so desired.

Ordering wine

Most Americans who
dine out regularly know
something about wine,
but usually it’s just
enough to place an order.

But that’s not always
true, and the problems
that exist in these experi-
ences can be costly and
hard to deal with. The
following suggestions
may help diners forestall
problems that may arise.

1. Read the wine list

carefully.

If the list doesn’t have
any vintage dates, ask
the server to explain
what vintages are avail-
able. Not all wines
improve with time in the
bottle and it’s usually
best to buy younger
white wines to avoid
improper storage.

Red wines are trickier
to understand and usu-
ally call for some knowl-
edge of vintages.

In general, avoid older
rose wines. Some can
develop interesting fla-
vors with a bit of age, but
most fade after two
years. Today, the best
are those from 2023; still
OK are 2022s.

2. If you see a wine on
the list that you’ve never
heard of, ask the server
to explain it.

This is important with
many white wines
because what may look
like a sweet wine could
very well be dry and vice
versa. Ask what style it
was made in and what
foods go with it best. It
could end up being a
great discovery.

3. Compare the wine
list’s printed appellation
of the wine you order

with the one on the bot-
tle’s label. Sometimes
they differ. (A wine list
may say a wine is from
Napa, but the label’s
appellation may be
“California,” likely a
much cheaper wine.)

4. Wines ordered in a
restaurant should always
be opened in front of the
diner.

It doesn’t happen
often, but on a few occa-
sions over the years,
servers have brought me
opened bottles.

Iinstantly rejected it. If
you accept an open bot-
tle, you may be getting
the right bottle, but the
wine might be different!
(This really doesn’t apply
in many European cafes,
particularly in rural
areas, where wine often

is served from carafes.)

5. You control the
temperature of the wines
you order.

Some people believe that
rieslings and sauvignon
blancs are best kept chilled
in an ice bucket. But quality
chardonnays should be
served cool, not cold. On
some occasions, Servers
wanted to keep my char-
donnay permanently iced.

6. Most young red
wines benefit from
decanting.

Given the high prices
some restaurants charge,
one thing you can do to
improve your experience
is to have a bottle decanted
before you pour any into
your wine glasses.

I made this suggestion
in a restaurant review

decades ago and got seri-
ous pushback from two
restaurateurs. Both said
they didn’t own decant-
ers. I replied that because
they charged so much for
most wines, they owed
diners the right to enjoy
them properly.

7. Consider dessert
wine.

Many restaurants offer
dessert wines by the glass
or the half-bottle. Half-
bottles are perfect for
four diners. Most people
forget about how enjoy-
able such post-meal expe-
riences like this can be.

To find out more
about Sonoma County
resident Dan Berger,
visit the Creators
Syndicate webpage at
www.creators.com.

Irish Coffee, where good friends meet

The Kennedy surname
has always carried a leg-
acy, a story, a place in his-
tory, if you will. Everyone
recognizes it. No, I'm not
talking about John and
Jackie, I'm talking about
John and Kathy, the origi-
nal owners of Grosse
Pointe’s famous Irish
Coffee Bar & Grill!

In 1980, John and Kathy
Kennedy secured their
footprint in unknown his-
tory, at 18666 Mack
Avenue in the Farms.
Decades later, now in the
hands of their son, Mike,
Irish has proven to be the
“neighborhood bar” it
aspired to be.

While they’re famous for
so many things, burgers,
perch, fish & chips and
those amazing onion rings
come to mind first.

The long bar at Irish has

Jameson, sugar and topped
with cream and a fancy
green drizzle! Promised to
make you feel warm and
fuzzy inside! You might
even get lucky and have
Mike’s better half, Allyce,
greet you from behind the
bar, or grab a spot next to
Mr. Kennedy who’s sure to
have a story to tell.

You can’t beat $5 burg-
ers on Mondays. Sloppy
Joes on Tuesdays...French
dips on the

Pointe News readers.

In March of 2020, our
lives were forever changed.
With an unknown fear
weighing on the backs of
all restaurant owners,
Mike and Allyce’s wheels
started spinning and with
the help of friends, family
and staff, they got to work,
out their back door. What
started as two picnic
tables, then a makeshift
bar, has since turned into

weekends are
just some of
their specials.
“We keep it
simple here,”
according to
Mike. “I
always say:
pick what you
do best.”
Well, Mike.

I think you’ve

COURTESY PHOTO

been a popular conversing nailed that Covered Patio.

hot spot for 44

years and count- one great back

ing. With nine cold alley covered patio,

beers always on with TVs, bar and

tap and countless food service. To

bottles in the cool- say this signifi-

ers, a cold one cantly helped float

after the work day the hard pandemic

comes easy here! days and nights is
In the mood for an understate-

something to COURTESY PHOTO ment.

warm you up? The #1 Voted burger in Grosse Pointe. Mike credits

obvious choice is
literally their name itself!
An Irish Coffee made with

with being voted as best
burger in town by Grosse

Allyce for riding
out that difficult wave with
her by his side. It’s a great

space and I strongly sug-
gest catching a Tigers
game while enjoying a
sampler platter with
friends out there!

You know what else
Irish Coffee does best? St.

Food Gossip

by Nina Taormina

The back patio will be
extended with

their St Paddy’s
Day tent, and the
juke box will pro-
vide Irish music all
weekend. You may
even catch some
traditional Irish
sounds from bag-

COURTESY PHOTO

Corned Beef sandwich.

Patrick’s Day! There’s no
denying this is the place to
be. People come from near
and far just to be part of
the celebration that takes
place here.

This year, the shenani-
gans kick off on Saturday,
March 16, at noon, as the
bar and grill just
announced they’re now
open for lunch on
Saturdays. The party con-
tinues on St. Patrick’s Day,
at 10 a.m., with food ser-
vice until midnight.

The ground round pat-
ties will be grilling day and
night. The Leprechauns’
favorites, from corned beef
sandwiches and green beer
to Kathy Kennedy’s
famous Irish Stew will be
served as well.

DEAR ANNIE:

Continued from page 2C

with him, just ask. You'’re
not a burden nor is it an
imposition — acts of love
and service like this are
exactly what family is for.

DEAR ANNIE: This
note is in regard to
“Bummer Friend,” who
wrote in about her neg-
ative friend who lives

alone, lost her leg and
has limited ability to go
out. It sounds like this
woman could be
severely depressed and
could greatly benefit
from professional coun-
seling and perhaps
antidepressants.
Depression can
express itself in many
forms, including anger,
withdrawal and negativ-
ity. Also, asking the neg-
ative friend if she felt
depressed might open an

easier pathway to discuss
her behavior and commu-
nication style and poten-
tial benefits of therapy.

Thank you from a loyal
reader! — ANOTHER
IDEA

DEAR ANOTHER
IDEA: Something like los-
ing a leg can indeed trig-
ger depression, and I
appreciate you writing in
to draw attention to that
very likely possibility.

It’s also always helpful

to come from a place of
concern such as
inquiring about a loved
one’s health, whether it
be mental or physical —
rather than accusation
when you hope to
change someone’s
behavior. Thank you for
writing in.

Send your questions for
Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2024
CREATORS.COM.

pipe players who
will be passing
through.

Beers and cheers will
end at 2 a.m., and it’s
strongly encouraged that
Ubers and the like are
scheduled in advance.
Parking is limited as well.

While this day comes
and goes every year like a
whirlwind for the Kennedy

family, one thing always
remains the same. As soon
as you pull that wood door
open, under the green
awning, you're treated like
family.

“My mom and dad are
very supportive, and I
believe with them, us, and
our employees we have
created the best team in
the world,” according to
Mike.

Keep up with Irish at:

IG: @irishcoffeebarand-
grill

FB: Irish Coffee Bar &
Grill

Stay tuned. Stay hungry.
And stay safe this St.
Patrick’s Day weekend
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Celebrating spring’s favorite holiday

can bring out your creative side

By Donna Zetterlund and Olivia Monette
Special Writers

Every holiday has its own special charm, but there is something about Easter that brings everyone
to life in a new and inspired way. Perhaps it’s the beginning of spring, the precious symbolism of
rebirth or the promise of life eternal in the story of Jesus. Easter makes everything more alive. It
seems to do the same for creativity in the ways we celebrate as well.

There is such happiness in setting the table for this esteemed holiday, drawing from delightful
pastel colors, bright pinks and blues, the fresh greens of new growth and the yellows and lavenders
of delicate flowers breaking through the awakening earth.

We've taken some inspo from that incredible springtime color palette to design several place
settings we hope will stir your own creativity and make this year’s Easter table the most beautiful
and heartwarming ever. From an elegant golden Asian-inspired “Year of the Rabbit” theme to
whimsical plays on lighthearted spring patterns, kiddie table designs and more, we’ve assembled
some ideas we hope you’ll love.

With all the great Grosse Pointe Shops on hand to source from, hosting Easter will be smooth as
can be. The League Shop is at the ready with china and glassware, for finding a new pattern you’ll
love or for adding to your existing set to accommodate those out-of-town visitors. They’ve got silver
and servingware galore as well as luxury gift items for all of your holiday needs. From The League
Shop’s unmatched selection of Herend rabbits you’ll find an awesome gift or table decoration.

For the dessert table, nothing thrills guests more than
Nothing Bundt Cakes. Their moist and delish bundt cakes
come in 8”, 10” and tiered versions as well as personal-size
Bundlets or mini Bundtinis by the dozen. The Bunny Bundt is
a decorated full-size cake that comes with an adorable floofy B r u n C h
bunny rabbit on top, perfectly wrapped for Easter gifting or
for contributing to the dessert lineup. o o

Chocolate Bar Cafe is Grosse Pointe’s go-to for all things B d t
chocolate, including rabbits, eggs and other Easter delicacies un ’ n ’ S
like bagged candies, pastries, cupcakes, cookies and so much
more. Fully-prepped Easter baskets are ready to go home or
you can get the goodies you need to make your own.

For Easter hostess gifting, fillable baskets and treats, kid
stuff and serving ware, Small Favors has what you need to
make everyone at your party happy. The most adorable
soft, plush Jellycat bunnies, fuzzy bunny ears and the cutest
holiday items line the shelves of this Grosse Pointe favorite.

There is always something new to make you say, “Aww,” at
Small Favors.

So take in the warming weather, breathe in the fresh Lake
St. Clair air and take a walk in the Pointes to get ready for an
Easter celebration that will fill your heart with renewed joy.

Make every moment with loved ones count at the Easter meal.
There is so much to celebrate!

Above, we're adding a touch of springtime to our Easter
table with a light blue tulip. With “Year of the Rabbit”
vibes and vibrant plates atop golden chargers, every
detail of this place setting blooms with elegant joy.
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YEAR WITH CREATIVE PLACE SETTINGS

I O MAKE THE EASTER TABLE EXTRA-SPECIALTHIS

PHOTOS BY ANNE GRYZENIA

Cheerful and bright pastel pinks and blues in pretty patterns make this table
setting, above, an Easter showstopper. From the quilted reversible placemats with
matching napkins to the Herend rabbits (from The League Shop), this setting is
warm and familiar while looking posh and put-together for your guests.

Delicious Bundtinis from Nothing Bundt C

Cakes, below left, are tasty mini bundt cakes Otton
in individual servings by the dozen that .

add a touch of scrumptious sophistication t a ’ I s

to your Easter brunch. They come in a
variety of splendid flavors, like chocolate

chocolate chip, lemon, Red Velvet, and Infuse your kitchen with Easter
white chocolate raspberry. Yum! charm with adorable cottontail

bunny towels, right, from
Below, an impressive dessert spread with Small Favors. Crafted from top-notch
a selection of various sizes of incredible cotton, these cute and thirsty hand towels
Nothing Bundt Cakes, topped with their feature an exquisitely designed crochet motif of
amazing creamy signature frosting. Your rabbits and flowers. Ideal for your holiday kitchen
Easter guests will go ga-ga for this extra or as a considerate and welcome hostess gift for

special treat that everyone loves! your favorite cook. E v e ry

bunny’s
Delicious Easter favorite
ta ble treats There’s no better time

of year to invest in a
Herend bunny from
The League Shop.
Made of handpainted
Hungarian porcelain,
they feature beautiful
trademark 24K gold
accents. These beloved
collectibles will become
a keepsake treasure
your family will cherish
for years to come.

COURTESY PHOTOS
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DON'T FORGET KIDDIE TABLE

Bunnies everywhere

Bring the magic of Peter Rabbit to the Easter table.
Everyone’s favorite bunny rabbit is always welcome — at
Easter or anytime! This adorable place setting, left, is the
perfect way to charm the children at your festivities and
make adult guests feel like kids again. With whimsy and
wonder, this storybook setting enchants hearts and sparks
imaginations as springtime unfolds.

So let the Easter adventures

begin (and don’t forget to

eat your carrots!)

Quilted cuteness

Vibrant hues and cuddly bunnies adorn this simple and
whimsical table, above, promising a celebration as colorful
as the season itself. Look for springtime craft shows for
handmade placemats and favors for down-home appeal

o ) . and Guernsey Farms Ice Cream as well as
that invites guests to relax and enjoy the comfort of family Alinosi's superfine chocolates and candies.
time together. Add traditional china to upgrade the look of Easter shopping is not complete without a
elegant simplicity and you have Easter table settings that heavenly visit to the Chocolate Bar Cafe.
ensure a lovely atmosphere with not a lot of extra work.

The sweetest times

The Chocolate Bar Cafe is an old-fashioned
soda fountain featuring Detroit-made Alinosi

Yum factor

For fresh-baked cakes, cupcakes and other
Easter celebration pastries, the Chocolate Bar
Cafe levels up your good times with creativity
and delectibles of the highest quality. From
chocolate bunnies, and chocolate eggs, above,
to jelly beans or stunning mouth-watering
chocolate Easter creations, right, follow the
bunny trail to the Chocolate Bar Cafe.

Bunny fur

The Tumbleweed Bunny is a little
bit of Easter happiness for gifting
or baskets. This tiny huggable
pet comes in several colors, from
Connie’s Children’s Shop.

Connie’s Children’s Shop

is celebrating 70 Years of helping v E aster je I Iy b eah contest

your kids stay fashionably fun!

Porsble Eocar . | Pecyting vt Win a Herend bunny
Outfits & Gifls! @omr:;tsriion
: from The League Shop

Visit The League Shop and see the extensive NEW
selection of Herend collectibles. Then guess the
number of jelly beans in the jar for your chance to
win an enchanting new Herend Easter bunny!

The drawing will be on
March 30, 2024, so be
Sf‘g:w”’f‘g; ;z’fp;g:‘_‘;’b;f’_b sure to stop in before
Jewwelry - Tights - Socks - Gifis then and look for the
--------------------- finishing touches for your
Easter banquet table.

Purchase Purchase The League Shop is located
at 16847 Kercheval Ave.
23240 Greater Mack Including Sale Items in the Vill
St. Clair Shores, MI 48080 Use Soff or 100ff in the Village.
586.777.8020 For Online Purchases

1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 Over$75 Over $50 |
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1

ShopConnies.com
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B A S KET S ' EASTER MORNING JOY COMES
o WRAPPED WITHA BOW

ALL ABOUT

Packaged
pleasures

If you are on the go — or busy
planning Easter brunch for a dozen
people — you may not have time to
make Easter baskets from scratch.
In that case, the Chocolate Bar Cafe
has your back. Visit them now for
ready-made Easter baskets, left,
that will be savored and adored by
kids and adults alike.

Beautifully-wrapped hand-filled
baskets full of melt-in-your-mouth
chocolate rabbits, foil-wrapped
chocolate eggs, hand-dipped and
exquisitely-decorated chocolate
and so much more are packaged
with love and topped with a lush,
colorful bow. Just grab and go

— knowing that this all-important
Easter task has been handled with
care by "egg-xperts!”

PHOTOS BY OLIVIA MONETTE

“Ears” to a great time!

Get the party started with adorable bunny ear headbands for everyone — or to tuck in
the kids’ Easter baskets this year. The comfortable, plush high-quality headbands are
perfect to wear to the big egg hunt or for photos with Mr. Bunny. From Small Favors.

It's a
draw
fill
er up,
bunrfr)y

Chalk it up to creativity this spring season
with these fun and colorful egg-shaped
chalks, left. Kids love hitting the sidewalks
and walkways with these to express
themselves with original art to delight all
passers-by.

Set of 6 colorful dual-sided chalks come by
the half-dozen in a cute egg carton gift box.
Buy them at Small Favors.

Affordable and adorable
fillable Easter baskets,
above and right, can be
found at Small Favors.
Stop in and stuff them
with the kids’ favorite
games, candy and stuffed
animals to celebrate this
joyous holiday — all in one
convenient stop. Small
Favors surprises and
delights with their selection
of seasonable treats and
treasures.

Soft and
snuggly

Got carrots? These plush Jellycat
bunnies, right, are ready to enjoy a
happy Easter picnic with your littlest
loved ones. Jellycat is tops

in quality and cuteness! These
bunnies are made from the
absolute softest buttery-plush

fabric ever — and are always

ready for a snuggle sesh.

et a new best friend

fetfusihelplyoulmakely o [Eeammiivi
o ey all hop away!
Eastendnorelbearitill It

EasteigSundayaVarchiBll

WHERE TO SHOP:
Chocolate Bar Cafe Connie’s Children’s Shop  The League Shop
20737 Mack Ave. 23240 Greater Mack Ave. 16847 Kercheval Ave.
Grosse Pointe St. Clair Shores Grosse Pointe
(313) 881-2888 (586) 777-8020 (313) 882-6880
chocolatebar-cafe.com shopconnies.com theleagueshop.com
) Nothing Bundt Cakes ~ Small Favors Trader Joe's
Delivery to all of 17012 Kercheval Ave. 17112 Kercheval Ave. 17028 Kercheval Ave.
Metro Detroit and beyond Grosse Pointe Grosse Pointe Grosse Pointe
21480 Greater Mack Avenue (313)435-0437 (313)887-1774 (313) 640-7794
St. Clair Shores, Ml 48080 , .
l (586) 7731500 Order 24/7 on connerpark.com nothingbundtcakes.com  shopsmallfavors.com traderjoes.com
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Marecel in good hands.

MOVIE REVIEW
“Marcel the Shell with
Shoes On”

2021 - PG
1 hr 30 min
. 0.0.0.0.¢

I saw this wonderful
film when it was released
a couple years ago and
really enjoyed it. When
it popped up on Netflix
recently, I thought I'd
give it another viewing. I
was equally charmed the
second time around.

What an absolutely
magical movie. From the
opening scene when you
first hear Marcel’s
squeaky, high-pitched
voice narrating the film,
you’re instantly hooked.
It puts a smile on your
face and lets you know
you’re in for a special
experience. “A movie
about a googly-eyed
mollusk?” you might be
saying. Please read on.

Documentary film-
maker Dean Fleischer
Camp moves into an
Airbnb. Unbeknownst to
him, the sprawling
house is already inhab-
ited by a young shell
named Marcel and his
Nana Connie. The two

are voiced by Jenny
Slate and Isabella
Rossellini.

This film was created
with a combination of
live action and stop-
motion cinematography.
What a meticulous and
time-consuming process

the ultimate optimist.

Dean and Marcel
quickly form a special
bond. When the film-
maker proposes making
a documentary about
Marcel, he’s all in. The
couple makes a short
film and post it on the
Net. To their surprise, it
instantly goes viral and
Marcel becomes a world-

That pesky dog.

that must have been. But
ultimately, it was worth
every second of effort.

Marcel informs us that
at one time, his large
extended family lived at
the house. But through a
mix-up, they moved
away and their where-
abouts is unknown. So
Marcel and his Nana
make the best of the sit-
uation.

When the little lad
gives us a tour of the
house, we witness all the
brilliant innovations
he’s come up with. He’s
attached an electric
mixer to an orange tree
with a rope, and fires it
up to shake oranges
loose. He gets around by
riding inside tennis
balls. And those are just

a few of the ingenious
ideas he’s concocted.

Nana Connie is equally
intriguing. Marcel tells
us she has an unusual
accent because she was
born a couple of garages
away. While she’s a little
world-weary and getting
on in years, she doesn’t
let that stop her from
enjoying life. She spends
her days tending to her
garden.

Nana’s learned her
skills from reading
books, and applies her
knowledge to growing
vegetables for the two of
them. While their situa-
tion seems bleak at
times, she’s always
upbeat and encourages
her grandson to be brave
and adventurous. She’s

wide sensation.

Seeing the posts from
his adoring fans is hilar-
ious. Some of his devo-
tees even get “Marcel”
tattoos, which they
proudly display. It also
gives the couple the idea
that maybe they can use
their newly found fame
to help track down
Marcel’s family.

“Marcel the Shell with
Shoes On” is guaranteed
to put you through the
emotional ringer. The
little mollusk is funny,
charming, clever and
thoroughly engaging.
You can relate to his
occasional periods of
loneliness and despair.
You’ll also find yourself
laughing out loud at his
comments and actions.

Nana and Marcel gardening.

Working the keyboard.

I'm pretty sure you’'ve
never seen anything
quite like this film
before. If you have your
doubts, just give it five
minutes. I'll be surprised
if you not only fall in
love with it, you’ll soon
be telling all your friends
they just have to see it.

One thing that sur-
prised me was that the
film was largely over-
looked by the Academy
Awards committee.
That’s such a pity because
if any movie deserved
multiple awards, it was
this one. Shame on you
Hollywood.

After seeing this beau-
tiful and heart-warming
movie I think you’ll
agree, we can sure use
more family-friendly
films like this one!

Currently streaming
for free with your library
card on Kanopy and
Hoopla. Also on Netflix
and Paramount, and to
rent on Prime Video.

My rating system:

* A real stinker. A
movie that is so bad,
you’re embarrassed to
admit you’ve seen it,
but you have to rate it
nonetheless.

%% So-so. Not a total
waste of time, but you
would have been better
off reading a good book.

% %% Pretty good. In
fact, if there weren’t
any other movies in
your queue, you might
watch it again.

*% %% One you’d
recommend to friends.

*%*%*** So good
you’d actually go out and
buy it!

About this column:

My main focus is on
films that I feel have
gone under the radar and
deserve more recognition.

They include both
mainstream and indie
films streaming on ser-
vices like Netflix,
Hoopla, and Kanopy.

I’ll also review note-
worthy new theatrical
releases as well.

For movie trailers, visit
youtube.com.

If you have any sugges-
tions, feel freeto emailme at:
dominmark@yahoo.com.

Also, if you’re looking
for more recommenda-
tions, be sure to check
out my blog: moviejunk-
iemark.blogspot.com.

Marcel goes for a ride.

Planning a trip.

Marcel’s cozy abode.
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Moon Alert: There are
no restrictions to shop-
ping or important deci-
sions today. The Moon is
in Aquarius.

Happy Birthday for
Thursday, March 7, 2024:

You are charming,
sensitive and creative.
You can also be fey
and otherworldly. It’s
important to assert
yourself when need
be. This is the last
year of a nine-year
cycle, which means
it’s time to let go of
people and things that
might be holding you
back.

ARIES

(March 21-April 19)

Today you might be
in competition with
someone. Or you
might work with a
friend or a member of
a group to achieve a
goal, perhaps a vic-
tory. A casual friend-
ship might turn
romantic for some,
because there’s a lot
of energy in the air!
Tonight: Strong feel-
ings.

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)

Because your ambi-
tion is aroused, you’ll
express yourself with
such emotion and elo-
quence that you can
inspire others to fol-
low you. Without ques-
tion, your heart is in
what you want to
achieve, and people
respect those who
believe in what they’re
doing. Tonight:
Results.

EASTE
BUNNY

Weekly Horoscopes

@ GEMINI

(May 21-June 20)

You’ll be convincing
today in your desire to
learn something new or
teach something to oth-
ers. You might use this
same energy to make
travel plans or to “get
away from it all” and
see new turf. If you
have to defend your
beliefs, you certainly
have the energy to do
so. Tonight: Take
action.

CANCER
(June 21-July 22)

In disputes about
shared property or how to
divide or share something
with someone else, you’ll
come out on top because
you are fervent and con-
vincing. You believe in
what you’re fighting for.
Romance will also be pas-
sionate today (and mem-
orable). Tonight: Check
your finances.

LEO
(July 23-Aug. 22)

Conversations with
friends, partners and
members of the general
public will be feisty and
dynamic today. Oh yes,
you’ll stand up for what
you believe. However,
the reverse might be
true. You might attract
someone to you who is
looking for a fight. Be
careful. Tonight: Be
alert.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
You have lots of energy
today! You want to get
things done, and you
want to do so efficiently

because you want results.
If you're competing with
someone, this will light a
fire underneath you.
Competition will make
you identify with what
you’re doing and give
everything you’ve got.
Tonight: Stay steady.

LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

This is a playful day! In
particular, you have
strong competitive
energy, which will do you
well if you're in competi-
tive sports or in any kind
of team activity that needs
to compete or win.
Likewise, your romantic
urges are strong, and you
won'’t hesitate to make the
first move. Tonight:
Socialize.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

This is the perfect day to
roll up your sleeves and
make improvements at
home. You have the energy
to do so. Be ambitious
about what you want to
achieve. Make things
look better. You want to
create some order out of
chaos and busy activity.

Tonight: Success.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
You’re unusually con-
vincing today, which is
why it’s a powerful day
for those of you who have
to persuade others, sell,
market, teach or make
anyone listen to your
words. This is because
today you’ll put every-
thing you have into what
you have to say. Tonight:
Confidence.

PRESENTS OUR

ANNUAL EASTER

Enter to win!

Get out your crayons and
markers! ENTER TO WIN
a WHISTLE STOP HOBBY
& TOY gift certificate! .

Color the picture, fill out
your name and info below
and mail us your finished
picture or drop off to:

Coloring Contest

16980 Kercheval Place
Grosse Pointe

(in the Village)

You can also email a photo of
your finished art to:
media@grossepointenews.com

NAME:

CITy:

PHONE:

EMAIL:

DEADLINE APRIL 6, 2023

The top two winners each
receive a $25 gift certifi-
cate to Whistle Stop, at
21714 Harper Ave.

St. Clair Shores, Ml

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Today you’re willing
to work hard to do
something to boost
your earnings or
increase your wealth
in some way. You’'re
not afraid to take
action. In fact, compe-
tition will spur you to
greater heights.
However, this same
energy could tempt
you to spend big. Don’t
be rash. Tonight: Check
your belongings.

@ AQUARIUS

(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

You have strong feelings
about practically every-
thing today. But in particu-
lar, you want to make
some improvements to
your home or where you
live, or your family situa-
tion. You'll be able to do
this because you’ve got
focus and energy to burn!
Tonight: You're strong.

PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20)
This is a strong time for

you, because the Sun,
Mercury, Saturn and
Neptune are all in your
sign. Nevertheless, you
will likely accomplish
the most today by
working alone or
behind the scenes. It’s
all a bit hush-hush,
isn’t it? Tonight: Quiet
time.

BORN TODAY
Actor Bryan Cranston
(1956), actress Rachel
Weisz (1970), actor
Tobias Menzies (1974).

LUCK VERSUS SKILL

North dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.
NORTH
AAQT72
vs54
¢AK932
%83
WEST
&105
¥YQJ1098
¢106 ¢)J754
SK 1072 *AJ6
SOUTH
AaK 64
YAK63
4+Q8
Q954
The bidding:
North  East
14 Pass IR 4
1 Pass INT
Opening lead — queen of hearts.

EAST
4J983
v72

South  West

Pass

There are many hands where the
outcome is a foregone conclusion
because declarer has the overwhelm-
ing balance of strength. But there are
also many other hands where skill is
the sole determining factor.

Take this case where West leads the
queen of hearts against three notrump
and South must exercise great care
to get home safely. Let’s say he wins
the heart with the king and plays the

Contract Bridge

Q-K-A of diamonds, hoping for a
3-3 split. West discards a heart on the
third round, and South has to choose
between persevering with diamonds
or playing for a 3-3 spade division.

Either way, three notrump goes
down. South fails by sheer force if
he tries the spades first, and he also
fails if he plays a diamond to establish
dummy’s fifth diamond as a trick. In
the latter case, East wins the diamond
and returns the jack of clubs, allowing
the defense to collect four club tricks
and put the contract down one.

However, South can make three
notrump by crossing to dummy with
a spade at trick two and leading a low
diamond, intending to play the eight if
East follows low.

In the actual case, West wins the eight
with the ten but is helpless. With West
on lead, there is no way the defend-
ers can collect four club tricks. At the
same time, South is sure to score three
spades, two hearts and four diamonds
to finish with nine tricks.

In effect, declarer shapes his play
so as to avoid losing a diamond trick
to East. By adopting this approach,
declarer makes it impossible for
the defense to score four club tricks
before he can establish and score four
diamond tricks.

©2024 King Features Syndicate Inc.

—— )y Steve Becker m—
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“Why do we hafta straighten up the house
just because the cleaning lady is coming?”

UNIVERSAL
Sudoku Puzzle

Bill and Jeff Keane

Complete the
grid so every row,
columnand 3 x 3
box contains

every digit from
1 to 9 inclusively.

Previous puzzle

solution

© 2024 by Andrews McMeel Syndication

Universal Crossword

3/7 Solution

Garfield

© 2024 PAWS, INC. All Rights Reserved.

Edited by David Steinberg March 14, 2024

Popeye

Beetle Bailey

Panasal SjyBLI PLIOM *ou| ‘@1eaIpuAS Ssainjead bury Aq 2020

Puzzles  and

Family Circus

Jim Davis

Distributed by Andrews McMeel Syndication

Bud Sagendorf

Greg, Brian, Neal and Mort Walker

©2024 Comicana, Inc. Distributed by King Features Syndicate.

Blondie

Chris and Dean Young
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Over The Hedge

© 2024 MFry &T Lewis, Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication

Michael Fry and T. Lewis

Reg Smythe

Created by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart. Currently by Mason Mastroianni

©John Hart Studios Inc. All rights reseved

Dist. by Creators

Facebook.com/Wizard Ofld

Wizardofld.com

| s e

ACROSS 50 Outrage 11 Underwater 35 London
1 Plead 51 Certain rec navigation lavatory
4 Opposite of centers tool 36 Possess
post- 55 Young boy 14 Pester 39 Easy
7 Acting 56 Instant 16 Dr. Anthony basket
ensembles decaf brand , 42 Angsty
12 “ of these 58 Loud burp prominent music
days ...” 59 Make a member genre Andy capp
13 Seydoux of minister of the 44 Nominated
“No Time 61 More coronavirus 47 Tidy up
to Die” consistent task force 48 People
14 College 63 Confidently 17 *Places to who rarely
athlete, e.g. and coura- see the big tidy up
15 Painting and geously game? 49 Holiday
sculpture 64 Destinations 21 French song
expos, say for sculptor 52 Drop-off
18 Toyota sedan ambulances: hidden in location?
discontinued Abbr. “retro diner” 53 Fast Amtrak
in 2022 65 Seasonal 26 Remote train
19 Attire at some illness batteries, 54 Hydrangea or
frat parties 66 Toboggans usually azalea
20 Flat-bottomed 28 Mikhail 57 “
vessel 67 Born as Gorbachev questions?”
22 Hoppy beer, 68 “Groovy!” was its last 60 Find a sum
for short DOWN leader: Abbr. 62 Before,
23 Prominent 1 Sea vessels 30 Lout poetically
part of an 2 Former 31 It’'s between
aardvark energy a birdie and
24 Sci-fi craft company a bogey
25 Yelp user, at in business 32 See H
times ethics case 9-Down leard Of Id
27 Juarez studies 34 Hand (out)
(city south of 3 Very
El Paso) beginning,
29 Foolng low ey PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER
30 Public 4 *Picnic cutlery BIAIS|T|E|S MEM|E N M|T
perception 5 Camping A|L|P[I|IN|E|EO X|E[R
33 Go it alone gear seller B|O|U|N|C|E|H|O P|R|O
37 Contented 6 AirPod, e.g. Y|IEIN HIM|O|S 1|ILIE|D
sound 7 *Leaves i
38 “Spartacus” nothing to GIET g ':; S : gO-N
Oscar chance
winner Peter 8 Actress AILIEIR]T FILIF|A
40 “Amazing!” de Armas V|E|D[A L|OJA|M
41 Frequent 9 With 32- E|N|D|S A|IN|GIE
flyer’s reward Down, shared LIalvls SISIEIS
43 McCartney’s equally ... -B 3 ]
songwriting and a hint ;—
partner to a word CIAIEIS R PIHII
45 French Mrs. hidden at the U|S|A A S|I[ON
46 Bakery-cafe center of each S|I|R R|N E|L|E|D H
chain starred clue’s Plals PlEIAlT elelply F Mlnus
48 Heir to the answer /7 Solution
family fortune 10 Movie cliche © 2024 by Andrews McMeel Universal
Www.upuzzles.com
3/14 ’ . .
Them’s the Breaks by michele Govier
1 10 |11
12
15
19
23
Ziggy
30 35 |36
37
41
48 53 |54
55
59
63
66

Tom Wilson

Flying McCoys

CAREFUL, JANE!
"WILTING LEAVES COULD BE
A SIGN OF OVERWATERING, OR
ITMAY INDICATE YOUR PLANT
IS CRIMINALLY INSANE."

Tony Carrilo

Glenn McCoy

AWel), Wb u
iﬁu\d tThat bﬁ .
e 3R PV u
Now g\\pPeg ol | \
Y Brannschnsiosy
\SS‘Y V\e\rﬁ ST

o

|© 2024 Glenn and Gary McCoy/Dist. by Andrews Moieel Syndication
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Peanuts

Hagar The Horrible

Crankshaft

Crock

©1976 Peanuts Worldwide LLC, Dist. by Andrews McMeel

© 2024 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World Rights Reserved

Mother Goose and Grim

© 2024 by Mediagraphics, Inc. Dist. by North America Syndicate

WWW.SN00pY.COm

Dik Browne and Chris Browne

Tom Batiuk and Dan Davis

Created by Bill Rechin and Brant Parker

Mike Peters

Charles M. Schulz

. Hank Ketchum, Scott Ketchum,
Dennis the Menace Ron Ferdinand and Marcus Hamilton

“WELL, MAYBE THE VEGETABLES DON'T
LIKE ME/ EVER’ THOUGHT OF THAT?”

The Lockhorns Bill Hoest, Bunny Hoest and John Reiner

“ COULD HAVE SWORN | HEARD APPLAUSE IN THE
BACKGROUND WHEN | CALLED IN SICK.”

Close To Home John McPherson

“You know you didn’t help our argument
that you’re not a witch by turning
the jury into buzzards!”

Marmaduke Paul & Brad Anderson

Carpe Diem Niklas Eriksson

B.C. Johnny Hart and Mason Mastroianni
Wumo Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler
Reality Check Dave Whamond ~ Bizarro Dan Piraro and Wayno

“We all agreed you can go first.”




12C GROSSE POINTE NEWS, MARCH 14, 2024

THE AWARD-WINNING PRINT & ONLINE FAMILY FEATURE
Get puzzle answers, recipes and more at

@Kid Scoop Together:
Lookalike Leprechauns

Each leprechaun below has a twin.

www.kidscoop.com

© 2024 by Vicki Whiting, Editor  Jeff Schinkel, Graphics  Vol. 40, No. 14 Draw a line between each twin but
remember: Leprechauns can be
VERY tricky! Look closely.

m m We found a leprechaun to

answer questions about these mysterious little
people! He wouldn’t really show himself to us.
Mostly what we saw during the interview were
his lips, oversized sunglasses and his hat.

Q* % % gp ¢ *
Q3Howlbigtarelleprechaunss

A: Wee folk are we. Three feet tall
at most.

O How]ldoYleprecha
gettallfthaiisold?

A: We make shoes for the fairies. How many

Silly fairies wear out their shoes Can you read shamrocks

quickly because they dance all inches of the can you find
newspaper on this page?

night. We are always busy making 4
new shoes for them. They pay us * 4
with gold. Lots of gold!

columns that
ey * are equal to 3 feet? * * %»

Standards Link: Measurement: Use standard measurement.
Reading Comprehension: Read grade-level appropriate materials.

3HowIdowoulcatchlatleprechaun?;

A: It isn’t easy. If you should see a Follow the
leprechaun, get as close as you can ‘ path to the

'

WithOut him seeing you. |eprechaun’s
pot of gold.
Quickly take him in your
grasp and don’t take your %
eyes off of him. Then ask o
where his pot of gold is

hidden.

He will try to talk you Rx
into looking away. If you do look *

the other way, he will be gone
when you look back.

Standards Link: Spelling: Spell grade
Leprechaun s shoe shelf has tOppIEd. appropriate words cporrec%ly irr‘l) cogtext.

Can you match the pairs of fairy shoes?

Standards Link: Investigation: Find similarities and differences in
common objects; identify matching attributes.

%
& Wiy o lspredians ey e o 90 fvro! Extrary
A: We play tricks on people who don’t believe in us. We especially *

like to bother teachers who try to tell children that we don’t exist. What’s green?
Look through the
Im @m newspaper for words
Ask your teacher or a friend for verbs, nouns and adjectives. and pictures of things
% * Use these words to fill in the blanks of this story. * 553 that can be green.
List them here.
One fine morning, | went for a walk in the woods. | tripped on a
.When | looked down, | saw a little
NOUN ADJECTIVE ink: arch: Find similariti
with a green Sl Giforences i Somman oojester 1
NOUN NOUN

"

;" he said.”My name is

GREETING NOUN FREE bONNLOAD:
I'm a leprechaun. If you want my of .
NOUN NOUN KLA Scoo
you'll have to me first!” *q'* ® s %
Teacher
[ tried to him, but he was too for me. ACEW‘k‘j '?QC\{
VERB ADJECTIVE
Bonus Challenge:
He just laughed and called out to me,” Can you list them in With hundreds of topics, every
ABC order? Kid Scoop’ printable activity pack

St. Patrick’s Day!” £2 & e = R % e

Standards Link: Grammar: Identify and use nouns, verbs and adjectives in writing. *®

Standards Link: Speling. Put features six-to-seven pages of
words in alphabetical order. high-interest extra learning
activities for home and \(.Id

school! Get your free
Sto Paddy,s Pattems “l“““eno“‘“e wn rd s e a rc II sampletoéz)a’y at:

Which leprechaun comes next in each row? Circle it. LEPRECHAUN  Find the words in the puzzle. kidscoop.com/ actIVIty—pages/
I How many of them can you
oS N (N 7S (A 2e. (TR LAUGHED find on this page?
8808 [0 8| K seoop
NG DS DENCY NEr> | WOF AP LEPGREENSD ARUI AF
— LIPS 1 .
/'< /‘( S — ‘ E . I I . 5
DG~ N DI =~ ) 8% This week’s phrase: ‘
PAY KLTQPTIOTOH
. o\ O > > GIFT OF GAB
— e " — = SHOE DPSARGIKZESG If someone has the “gift of &
\'@ @ ST P T @1 REP QT @ DANCE gab,” it means the person is
—~ DNWEJSDOOWU a good talker. The word gab
/K 22 (N (N fo== /,< /,< = B GREEN comes from gob, the Irish
J@u@; e,;:e,; () Ak GRASP AOETJTYVXSOA word for mouth.
Katie had the gift of gab,
tnhtuh Sno| | s [uinornry|| e
T NP trouble for talking too much
@ @ @@, EYES CHSMUKGTIAB during school.
EASY ETYYASKLSY Try to use the phrase gift of
e ' / GONE gab.inasgzntence tqday when
Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical talking with your friends and
ASK words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns. fami]y members.

Whet would you dol Write On!

ﬁ@ g@ﬂn @?@g@@dl 0 Favorite Jokes
and Riddles

Write down a list of your
favorite jokes or riddles!
Share with your friends.

**q-**

St. is an abbreviation for Saint. Clip six
examples of abbreviations from the
newspaper. Write the whole word for each
abbreviation.

Abbrewatlons

Standards Link: Word Analysis: Recognize common
abbreviations.

Annual subscription,
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24/7 online access

It's what's most important to you, to your
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State Champs! 2»

South’s Liu wins title in 50 free;

Blue Devils girls hockey wins
state championship 1-0 over ULS

By Meg Leonard

Senior Editor

A single power play
goal in the third period is
all Grosse Pointe South
girls varsity hockey
needed to win the 2023-
24 Division 1 state cham-
pionship 1-0 over rival
University Liggett School
Saturday, March 9, at
USA Hockey Arena in
Plymouth.

It is the program’s first
state championship since
2018, and 13th state title
since 1997.

Head coach Alexis
Bohlinger said when she
looked down at her
bench during the game,
she knew her Blue Devils
were in it to win it.

“They were doing what
we were coaching them

to do,” she said. “They
were raring to go out
there. They were sup-
porting each other. They
were all preaching my
message across the
bench and the kids that
didn’t get to go in were
right up there cheering
and supporting their
team.”

Her team had its big-
gest reason to cheer at
the 11:59 mark of the
third period when senior
forward Maeve Hix
found the back of the net
in a scoreless game, with
just 19 seconds left on a
Blue Devils power play.

Hix reacted quickly
when she found herself
in front of Liggett goalie
Brooklyn Peshl, snap-
ping a wrist shot that put
South up 1-0. The score

held until the final sec-
ond ticked off the clock,
which settled this sea-
son’s fight for backyard
and state bragging
rights.

Saying she blanked out
for a minute right after
she “just sort of went for
it” and scored, Hix soon
realized the impact of
breaking a then-score-
less tie with the game’s
first and ultimately only
goal of the game.

“I sort of shut down
when I scored, so I'm try-
ing to relive that a little
bit,” she said immedi-
ately following the title
win. “I’'m really ecstatic
and happy.”

Bohlinger, who gave
ample credit on the win

See HOCKEY, page 2D

PHOTO COURTESY OF GROSSE POINTE SOUTH ATHLETICS

Grosse Pointe South girls varsity hockey takes its first team photo as the 2023-
24 Division 1 state champions Saturday afternoon at USA Hockey Arena in

Plymouth.

North shatters 3 school records

By Meg Leonard

Senior Editor

Grosse Pointe South
senior Troy Liu won the
state championship in
the 50 free at the
Division 2 boys swim
and dive state final
Saturday, March 9, at
Eastern Michigan
University, and did so in
20.77, breaking his own
school record of 20.88
that he set earlier this
season.

Liu followed up that
performance later in the
meet by breaking
another school record in
the 100 free, where he
finished second overall
in 45.42. He outpaced
Jacob Montague’s 2016
time of 45.67 to set the
record.

Liu’s performance
was the highlight

He broke a 1974 record
of 22.02. Tommy
Moreland took sixth
place and broke the
school record in the 100
butterfly with a time of
51.27. He broke the
2022 record of 52.47.
North’s 200 free relay
of Keegan Wettstein,
Moreland, Connor
McMahon and
Gusmano took seventh
place and set a new
school record of 1:28.46.
The previous record of
1:29.69 was set in 2012.
Initially, the Blue
Devils finished sixth
overall, but were moved
up to fifth place on a
technicality. The team is
waiting to see if that rul-
ing will be overturned.
In the Division 3 meet
at the Holland Aquatics
Center, University
Liggett’s Brendan

COURTESY PHOTO

South’s Troy Liu stands atop the podium donning a pair of Cartier “Buffs” sun-
glasses after winning the state championship with a school record-breaking
performance in the 50 free.

among many notable
showings from swim-
mers and divers repre-
senting South and
Grosse Pointe North at
the state final. The Blue
Devils earned fifth over-
all, while the Norsemen
finished in 16th place

and broke three school
records in the 50 free,
100 butterfly and 200

free relay.
Norseman James
Gusmano finished

eighth in the 50 free,
and earned the school
record in a time of 21.89.

Beland finished 13th
overall in the 500 free at
the state final in 4:55.41.

The following are
event results in swim-
ming and diving for the
Blue Devils and

See SWIM, page 4D

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK

Mattes helps GP United Gymnastics soar

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Whether it is the
beams, the bars, or the
floor, Allison Mattes has
been rising to be a star
gymnast ever since she
was four years old, and it
all began with a bit of
inspiration from inside
the family.

“My older sister started
doing (gymnastics) and I
really liked watching her
so I knew that I would
love the sport too,” Mattes
said.

Mattes, currently in her
junior year at Grosse
Pointe North, is one of
the leaders of this year’s
Grosse Pointe United
Varsity Gymnastics team.

Competing at the Division
1 level, the highest level
in high school gymnas-
tics, Mattes helped
Grosse Pointe cap-
ture this year’s Great
Lakes League
Championship on
Feb. 14 by achieving
the highest individ-
ual all-around score
in the competition.
She was also one
of the five gymnasts
who represented
Grosse Pointe this
past weekend in
Grand Rapids at the
MHSAA gymnastics
state finals. Mattes
finished 13th in all-
around score, with her
best event being floor
routine, where she fin-

All-Around Allie

 Finished with highest individual all-around
score at 2024 Great Lakes League

Championships
» 13th overall in all-around score at 2024
MHSAA gymnastics state finals on March 9
* 2023 Division 1 regional all-around champion

ished 15th.

Gymnastics is a sport
where all athletes have to
be able to compete in

Grosse Pointe News
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ok,

Allison Mattes

School: Grosse Pointe North

Sport: G :

every event. Still, many
often have their special-
ties or events where they
excel, and the floor rou-
tine is just that for Mattes.

“Everybody gets to do
their own type of rou-
tine,” she said. “It’s really
personalized and usually
where I score the best,
and I have the most fun
doing it.”

While she excels on the
floor, perhaps her high

all-around scores reflect
just how much of an all-
around athlete Mattes is.
Along with competing for
her high school
team, Mattes takes
part in USAG Junior
Olympic level gym-
nastics competitions
and also trains and
competes for Hunt’s
Gymnastics
Academy in Clinton
Township.

It does not even
stop with gymnas-
tics. Mattes also
plays girls lacrosse
and field hockey at
North and takes part
in MICSA club swim-
ming during the sum-
mers. Gymnastics,
however, has been part of
Mattes’ life the longest
out of any sport and has
taught her the most les-
sons that she can take
with her to the field or the
pool.

“Ever since a young
age, gymnastics has
taught me about work
ethic and how to hold
myself accountable,” she

COURTESY PHOTO

Grosse Pointe North junior Allison Mattes was one
of five Grosse Pointe gymnasts to qualify for this

year’s MHSAA state finals.

said. “It helps with other accountable and do the

sports like lacrosse and
field hockey because you

need to hold yourself

best for your team. I think

See ATHLETE, page 2D
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| Village Grille ...

16930 Kercheval Avenue (bet. Cadieux & Notre Dame)
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Continued from page 1D

to her coaching staff,
said Hix’s goal, the play
of her first-team All-
State goaltender Rosie
Smith and her team’s
aggressive defense were
all factors in the win. She
said she had her defense
place much of its focus
on shutting down
Liggett’s Sofie Ancona,
just named 2023-24 Miss
Hockey in Michigan.

“I said, ‘I don’t care
what else is going on in
this game, you’re on
(Ancona) and that is
your job,”” Bohlinger
said. “A lot of players get
distracted and don’t fol-
low through, but I think
the girls that we had in
that position, they fol-
lowed through until the
very end and that made a
world of difference for us
for just opening up space
and giving us a chance to
clear the puck.”

In the opening stanza,
the Knights kept feeding
Ancona the puck, who
got off several shots to
put consistent pressure
on Smith. Just two min-
utes into the game, Smith
made a good glove save
off an Ancona slap shot,
which got an already-
amped-up crowd cheer-
ing.

South also came out of
the gates on all cylinders,
executing good puck
movement and pepper-
ing several shots at
Peshl, who came up with
a handful of big saves.
Around the 2:50 mark,
Knights forward Louisa
Dragovic got called for
roughing. South failed to
capitalize on the ensuing
power play and the
period ended a scoreless
0-0.

The second period also
remained scoreless, as
tension in Mitchel Kiefer
Memorial Rink contin-
ued to build. A hooking
call on Liggett forward
Elle Quinlan at the 11:53
in the period gave South
a two-minute player
advantage, but Peshl
blanked the Blue Devils.

PHOTO BY RENA LAVERTY

Liggett goalie Brooklyn Peshl makes a stop on South forward Maeve Hix, left, while Knights’ defenseman
Allie Roth checks for a rebound.

Each team had its
chances as the period
closed out, but they
entered the final period
in regulation with no
score and a state champi-
onship on the line.

A little more than a
minute into the third,
Liggett forward
Annaclaire Doppke was
called for slashing. This
time, South made it
count when Hix put the
Blue Devils on the board
with her wrister from
between the circles,
about 10 feet in front of
Peshl.

Bohlinger said after-
ward, Hix showed steady
improvement all season
and may have been due
for this big moment.

“Maeve has been one
of our most consistent,
level-headed players all
season,” she said. “She’s
areally good athlete, has
never had a slump or a
game where she’s not
feeling it or her legs
aren’t good.

“She’s just consistently
always that player. And I
think it took us towards
the end of the season to
really notice how influ-
ential she was out there.
And then we bumped her
up a line and we bumped
her up another line and

then there she was
today.”

But Liggett, the state’s
consecutive three-time
state champion who beat
South twice in close
games earlier this season
and tied once, was not
about to concede any-
thing yet.

Smith made a big save
on a slap shot from the
blue line with 8:33 left.
She also managed to
stop or use her blocker to
knock away several
Liggett shots that looked
to be headed toward an
open net.

With about 6:30 left,
South began to shoot the
puck out of their defen-
sive zone, taking valu-
able seconds off the
clock for the next few
minutes in a game of
keepaway. With 4:41 left,
South almost found the
net again, but the Knights
iced it to get a stoppage
in play.

With three minutes
left, Liggett played
aggressively and got
pressure on Smith. The
Blue Devils continued to
clear the puck out of the
zone and tie it up in the
corners.

With the crowd on its
feet, Liggett took one last
shot but South moved it

down the ice as time ran
out and South secured
the program’s first state
championship in six
years.

One of Bohlinger’s
best players all season
was her goaltender,
Smith, who made count-
less big saves in the state
championship game.
Smith continued to put in
work on the ice the night

before the state final,
until her head coach sent
her home at 9 p.m.

“A good goalie can
change the course of the
game for sure,”
Bohlinger said. “She’s
been working with her
goalie coach pretty con-
sistently all season. I
think (her) getting
named first team All-
State again was a little

bit of a confidence boost
for her. We were out on
the ice last night until 9
p-m., just working on lit-
tle things, tweaking. She
didn’t want to get off. I
sent her home and told
her to go to bed.”

Though only in her
second season at South,
Bohlinger has put in sev-
eral years as a high
school and college
hockey player and
coach. She recognized
her team’s confidence
Saturday afternoon,
despite its loss to Liggett
in last year’s state final,
describing them as a
family of resilient, “real”
hockey players.

“Everybody showed up
and they were all on
their game today,” she
said.

South finished the sea-
son at 23-3-2.

Liggett finished at
22-1-2, suffering its one
and only loss of the sea-
son in the state champi-
onship game. Saturday’s
game ended a run of
three straight state
championships for the
Knights, where they rat-
tled off 60-plus wins over
that span and ran the
table for three out of
four seasons from 2021-
24.

PHOTO BY RENA LAVERTY

South’s Anne Wayman is the first to hug goaltender Rosie Smith after the Blue
Devils won the Division 1 girls hockey state championship Saturday.

Ancona named Miss Hockey

The Michigan Girls High School
Hockey League has named University
Liggett forward Sofie Ancona Miss
Hockey for her performance in the

2023-24 season.

Ancona, whose Liggett Knights lost
in the state final game to Grosse
Pointe South, earned first team, All-
State honors and led the division in
goals, power play goals, short-handed
goals, hat tricks and total points. She
is also a two-year team captain for the

Knights.

“This league has grown so much
over the years...” Ancona told the
MGHSHL. “Hockey has taught me
more than I could have ever imag-

ined.

“It was my honor to wear the

knighthead on my jersey for four

amazing years.”

— Meg Leonard

PHOTO BY LEON HALIP

University Liggett senior Sofie

Ancona was named Miss Hockey for
the 2023-24 season by the Michigan
Girls High School Hockey League.

Michigan.

School Accounting Manual.

Grosse Pointe Public Schools
20601 Morningside Drive

Published: GPN, March 14, 2024

GROSSE POINTE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM

ADVERTISEMENT

Grosse Pointe Public Schools is soliciting proposals from qualified firms of Certified Public
Accountants to audit its financial statements for the fiscal years ending June 30, 2024, 2025 and
2026. The district reserves the right to extend the minimum three-year contract an additional two
years based on satisfactory performance of audit services.

The audit is to include an examination of the following major funds: General and Bond Fund; non-
major funds: School Service, Food Service, Student Activities, Special Education Center Program,
Debt Service, Capital Project, and all Federal programs required to be audited by the State of

The examination must be performed in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards. The
financial report must be prepared in accordance with GASB Statement No. 34 and the Michigan

Please refer to the RFP through SIGMA for the full proposal requirements and details.
Completed proposals must be received by 2:00pm on Monday, April 1, 2024 to:

Brandy Pavlik, Executive Director of Finance and Operations

Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236
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gymnastics helps disci-
pline you and can teach
you a lot about yourself.”

The discipline and
work ethic that Mattes
possesses have been cru-
cial to her success as a
gymnast and also in her
growth as a leader. The
Grosse Pointe United
Gymnastics team has
seven girls on the roster
this season, three of
whom are seniors who
will not be on the team
this time next year.

As a junior, Mattes has
been primed to step up as
a veteran leader for the
squad. Especially going
into her senior season
next winter, Mattes’ dis-
cipline and drive are
things that she hopes to
impart to the rest of her
team while being one of
the most experienced
gymnasts on the squad.

“It’s great to know that

other people see you as
someone that they look
up to,” Mattes said.
“Being a leader definitely
means that you have to
have responsibility and
be able to answer any-
one’s questions.
Gymnastics is a very
mental sport, and if you
see a teammate strug-
gling being a leader is
nice because you can go
up to them and try to help
them with what they’re
going through.”

Mattes’ leadership
skills and work ethic cer-
tainly have not gone
unnoticed. Her coaches
know that they can count
on her to help bring the
group together and keep
everyone’s heads up no
matter how the competi-
tion might be going.

“(Allie) is always a hard
worker doing both club
gymnastics and high
school gymnastics,”
Grosse Pointe United
Gymnastics head coach

COURTESY PHOTO

Mattes competes in the floor routine during the re-
gional competition March 2.

Izzy Nguyen said. “She
always has a busy sched-
ule but is a positive girl
when it comes to prac-
tices and meets. She’s
someone who is always
cheering on her team-
mates and won’t let a bad
meet bring her down. I'm
excited to see what will
happen for her future and
what she will be bringing
to us her senior year.”

With Mattes’ high
school season now
wrapped up, the offsea-

son will not mean much
time to rest. She will
move on to lacrosse sea-
son in the spring while
also training with her
club gymnastics team,
with the focus on build-
ing herself up to make
her senior season with
Grosse Pointe the best
one yet.

“(This offseason) I defi-
nitely think I'm going to
give myself a goal for
each event and just
improve all my skills
because I really want to
come back and have an
even stronger senior year
and make it the best one
yet,” Mattes said.

Nominate

To nominate a
future Athlete of
the Week, visit
grossepointe
news.com/
athlete-of-the-week.
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North girls basketball wins drd straight district
title, loses season-ender to Royal Oak in regional

By Meg Leonard

Senior Editor

In a month that cele-
brates the good fortune
of finding four-leaf clo-
vers, Grosse Pointe
North’s girls varsity bas-
ketball team made three
their lucky number last
week when the program
won its third consecutive
district championship,
Friday, March 8, with a
56-35 win over Roseville
at the Norsemen’s home
gym.

The team then
advanced to the regional
round, where they lost to
Royal Oak 53-48 in the
semifinal game Monday,
March 11, at Mercy High
School.

Though North’s season
has come to an end, one
that included 19 wins
and a district champion-
ship, its success came
largely from the consis-
tent play of a small roster
of just eight. The team
played competitively in
every game, despite inju-
ries and the inability to
hold five-on-five team
practices.

Head coach Gary
Bennett praised his
team’s resilience after
last Friday’s title game
citing North’s good team
chemistry and work ethic
as reasons why his group
has achieved a champi-
onship season, in the
face of a few obstacles.

“If you’d have told me
at the beginning of the
year that we would be at
19 wins, I would have
said you're nuts,” he said
after the district title win.
“Jenna (Winowiecki)

sprained her ankle at the
end of year. We had a
tough week. We lost two
games during that time.
... But, you know what,
I've really enjoyed this
group. They’re a great
group of kids.”

Bennett, who is in his
41st season as North’s
girls head coach, said he
prioritizes effort above
all else.

“I'm all about compet-
ing, so if we go and we
play hard and compete
and lose, I’ll be fine with
it because I value com-
peting more than I value
winning,” he said ahead
of Monday’s regional. “I
coach because I enjoy
seeing people compete
and it doesn’t have to be
a win.”

His team managed to
do both last Friday night.

Roseville held the lead
exactly once in the dis-
trict championship, scor-
ing the game’s first
basket for a 2-0 lead.

North’s Natalie
Babcock responded, hit-
ting the first of the team’s
five 3-pointers on the
night, and the Norsemen
never looked back.

North’s shot kept drop-
ping throughout the
quarter, including
another 3-pointer from
Eva Borowski with two
minutes left that spotted
the Norsemen up 17-5.
The teams exchanged
two more baskets to
close out the opening
frame 19-7.

Roseville had trouble
scoring in the second
quarter, largely due to
North’s aggressive
defense. The teams

entered their locker
rooms at halftime with
the Norsemen up 28-11.

Borowski found her
offensive touch after
halftime, scoring seven
of the Norsemen’s 17
points in the third quar-
ter.

With a 45-25 lead a few
minutes into the fourth,
Bennett called a time out
after his team committed
a few uncharacteristic
turnovers. He warned his
team to not let Roseville
crawl back into the game.

“You’re much better
than this,” he said, before
having the team break
down the huddle with a

unified shout of
“Defense!”
North co-captain

Babcock said the team
understands what the
expectations are from
their coaches and from
each other.

“We don’t care who
scores. You know, as
long as it’s all about just
getting a win and playing
good basketball,” she
said. “And we’re all about
competing, so it doesn’t
matter how we do it.”

The Panthers never
came within reach of the
Norsemen from that
point on and North took
the 56-35 win to raise its
third straight district
championship trophy.

Winowiecki had 13
points and Borowski had
16 points in the win.
Babcock was the team’s
high scorer with 17. She
said the team will take
the opportunity to learn
more, even after a win.

“We definitely could
have done better on

PHOTO BY MEG LEONARD

For the third straight year, North girls varsity basketball stands center court to
raise the district championship trophy.

rebounding. I feel like
they had too many
chances,” Babcock said.
“It was definitely not our
best rebounding game.
And we can always work
on turnovers. That’s
always something we can
control.”

Bennett said while he
appreciates the title win,
he will always value
effort over outcomes.

“It’s never about the
score,” he said. “It’s
about us doing what we
are supposed to do cor-
rectly, whether it be on
defense or offense. (The
score) doesn’t matter.
We want to do things
right.

He also said he places
his main focus on devel-
oping his team’s strong
fundamentals over scout-
ing opponents.

“I know a lot of people

do a ton of scouting and
look at a bunch of tape
and stuff like that,” he
said. “And really, for me,
it’s about us. It’s what we
do and what we need to
do well. And we have to
make it difficult for other
teams.”

In the regional game
Monday, North stayed
toe-to-toe with Royal
Oak, and went into the
game’s final minute tied
48-48. The Ravens scored
twice for a 52-48 lead.
North fought to score
with 9.6 seconds left but
came up empty, forcing
the Norsemen to foul on
Royal Oak’s next posses-
sion.

The Ravens made one
of two free throws for a
53-48 lead. North’s final
shot fell short, giving the
Ravens a win that ended
the Norsemen’s season.

“The greatest compli-
ment would be that other
teams don’t like playing
us and that it’s hard to
play against Grosse
Pointe North,” Bennett
said. “I don’t know if they
say that, but that would
be the ultimate compli-
ment, because I think
Grosse Pointe North
does things right.”

Before his 41st season
was in the books, Bennett
voiced appreciation for
his players and their
families.

“I would say through
the years we got great
effort from kids and I just
appreciate all the kids
I've had,” he said. “... I've
been blessed, not just this
year, but all the years, in
just having great kids and
great families. And those
great families, it makes a
difference.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF GROSSE POINTE NORTH ATHLETICS

Teammates and coaches surround Norseman Natalie Babcock, holding the ball
at center, after she scored her 1,000th career point Wednesday, March 6,
against Lakeview in the district tournament opener.

Babcock banks 1k points

Just call her Miss
Big Shot.

Grosse Pointe North
senior co-captain
Natalie Babcock
earned a nickname
worthy of a prolific
scorer when she
logged her 1,000th
career point and then
some Wednesday,
March 6, in the
Norsemen’s first round
win over Lakeview in
the team’s district
tournament opener.

Babcock, who
climbed to 1,007
career points after
beating Lakeview,
ended her week with
1,024 career points
after helping her team
win its third straight
district championship
with a 56-35 win over
Roseville Friday,
March 8. She added
nine more after

Monday’s regional
semifinal loss, and
ends her career with
1,033 points.

Babock said she
knew the milestone
was looming, but tried
to not let it become a
distraction for her or
her teammates.

“I knew it was some-
what of a possibility,
but I didn’t really think
about it until maybe
the end,” she said. “We
kind of just counted up
the points and realized
I was close and I had a
chance of getting it.

“But it wasn’t like I
was trying too hard to
get it,” she noted. “I
was just playing bas-
ketball and I happened
to get there. Once I got
it, I was really happy
about it.”

Babcock empha-
sized that she and her

teammates did not
concentrate on who
scores, but got their
“good energy” this
season by looking for
solid scoring opportu-
nities while playing
stingy defense.

“I think we play
really good defense
and run the floor well
... and we take care of
the ball,” she said.
“And if someone might
need to guard some-
one else to get a break,
we’ll switch. We’re
very close and commu-
nicate well.”

Babcock is just the
fourth girls basketball
player at North to
reach the 1,000th point
milestone, joining
Julia Ayrault, Ariel
Braker and Olivia
Stander.

— Meg Leonard

PHOTO BY MEG LEONARD

North’s Jenna Winowiecki sets up to swish a 3-pointer in the second quarter
against Roseville in the district championship last Friday.
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City of (Bromse Jlointe, Michigan

2024 MARCH BOARD OF REVIEW
The 2024 March Board of Review will convene in the City Hall at 17147 Maumee Avenue,

The meeting is scheduled as follows:

AL MEETT

March 18,2024 @ 1:30 PM to 9:00 PM
March 19,2024 @ 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM

Other hearing dates and times may be scheduled as needed. Hearings are by appointment only.
COMPLETED 2024 BOARD OF REVIEW PETITIONS ARE NECESSARY, and must be
submitted to the Assessor’s Office, prior to your appointment. The deadline for submitting
petitions for all persons wishing to appeal before the Board of Review is Tuesday, March 19,

A resident or non-resident taxpayer may file a petition with the Board of Review without the
requirement of a personal appearance by the taxpayer and done by a representative. An agent
must have written authority to represent the owner and it must be submitted to the Board of
Review on the form prescribed by the assessor’s office. Written petitions must be received
by the end of day Tuesday, March 19, 2024 to be reviewed by the Board. Postmarks are not

Copies of the notices stating the dates and times of the meetings will be posted and published

All Board of Review meetings are open meetings in compliance with the “Open Meetings Act”.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the Assessor’s Office at (313) 885-5800.
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SWIM:

Continued from page 1D

Norsemen who qualified
for last Saturday’s meet
after a qualifying pre-
liminary round Friday.
Athletes who finished in
places 9-16 at prelims
competed in consolation
heats Saturday. Those
who finished in the top
eight Friday competed
in championship heats
Saturday and earned
All-State honors.
Individual and relay
finishes in Division 2

include:

Grosse Pointe South

Troy Liu

e 50 Free (1st place)

e 100 Free (2nd
place)

Ben Bryan

* 100 Fly (9th place)

« 100 Back (12th

place)

CJ Schindlbeck

e 200 IM (16th
place)

e 100 Breast (16th
place)

Troy Richard
e 1 Meter Diving
(14th place)

200 Medley Relay
(6th place)

* Ben Bryan

* CJ Schindlbeck

e Paul Kaminski

e Troy Liu

200 Freestyle Relay
(4th place)

* Ben Bryan

* Joey Drawbaugh
* Vince Maffesoli
e Troy Liu

400 Freestyle Relay
(16th place)

Joey Drawbaugh
Vince Maffesoli
Jack Finazzo

CJ Schindlbeck

Grosse Pointe North
James Gusmano
* 50 Free (8th Place)

Tommy Moreland

e 50 Free (11lth
Place)

e 100 Fly (6th Place)

200 Medley Relay
(14th place)

* Tyler Collins

* Keegan Wettstein

*  Tommy Moreland

e Conor McMahon

200 Free Relay (7th
place)

e James Gusmano

*  Tommy Moreland

* Keegan Wettstein

e Conor McMahon

COURTESY PHOTOS

Grosse Pointe South seniors Joey Drawbaugh, Ben Bryan, Vincent Maffesoli
and Troy Liu strike a championship pose for their fourth place 200 free relay.

(CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

PHOTO BY PETER GUSMANO

From left to right, Grosse Pointe North’s record-breaking 200 free relay in-
cludes Keegan Wettstein, Tommy Moreland, Connor McMahon and James

Gusmano.

COURTESY PHOTO

North’s 200 medley relay finished 14th at the state final, including from left to
right, Tommy Moreland, Keegan Wettstein, Connor McMahon and Tyler

Collins. Moreland, a senior, and Collins, a freshman, are first cousins, making
the race a true family affair.

( PHONE: 313-882-6900 EXT. 1 | [J FAX: 313-882-1585

DEADLINES
Please call for holiday deadline
dates and times, subject to change.

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M.
CLASSIFIED WORD ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M.

PRICING

Prepayment is required.

We accept credit cards, cash
and check.

Grosse Pointe News

Classified Advertising

AD ortHe WEEK

Your Local
Handyman Service

ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING,
MASONRY, PAINTING,
WATERPROOFING
PLUS MUCH MORE.

Honest & Professional

313-886-8088

FREQUENCY DISCOUNTS
Given for multi-week scheduled
advertising, with prepayment or
credit approval. Call for rates or for
more information. Phone lines can
be busy on Monday and Tuesday.
Please call early.

100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

PREPARE for power
outages today with
a Generac Home
Standby Generator.
Act now to receive
a FREE 7 Year
warranty with
qualifying purchase.
Call 1(855)773-8191
today to schedule a
free quote. It's not
just a generator.
It's a power move.

CLASSIFIED
MARCH
SPECIAL

SAVE $4.00

COLOR
BACKGROUND
ONLY $1.00
Classified Ad
25 words $25.35
30¢ each
additional word
(313)882-6900 x4

WORD ADS:
12 - 25 words for $25.35;

additional words are 30¢ each.

WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COM

CLASSIFYING

AND CENSORSHIP
We reserve the right to classify
each ad under its appropriate

CORRECTIONS

AND ADJUSTMENTS
Responsibility for classified
advertising errors is limited to either

Abbreviations are not accepted.
BORDER ADS STARTING AT:
$26.00 per column inch

heading. The publisher reserves
the right to edit or reject ad copy
submitted for publication.

a cancellation of the charge or a
re-run of the portion of the error.
Notification must be given in time for
the correction in the following issue.

100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

WANTED
If you have a
painting signed
D. Carpentier,
call Diane at
(313)520-8821

121 GENERAL SERVICES

RESIDENTIAL
cleaning service.
Honest, 20 years

experience, Grosse
Pointe refrences
available.
(313)909-5911

HELP WANTED
GENERAL
Looking for a
summer job?
Part- Time
Starting April 1st
Lawn cutting and
landscape
general labor.
Starting at $16.00
Call or text
Johnny Harrison
(313)550-3585

A}

We assume no responsibility for the
same after the first insertion.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED
A GENERAL 2 GENERAL Al GENERAL

BELDING CLEANERS
currently hiring for
a Clothing
Packaging, Sorting
and Inspection
position.
Great Work
atmosphere.
Full & Part time
available
$16- $19+ an hour.
Come in and fill out
an application:
15139 Kercheval
Or email resume to:

info@belding
cleaners.com

BELDING CLEANERS NOTHING
needs Cashier/ BUNDT CAKES
Counter help. is baking up
Grosse Pointe. Joy

Part or full time,
mornings and

in Grosse Pointe.
Open positions:

afternoons. eFroster
Flexible Schedule. eBakery Lead

Great work https://nothing-

atmosphere. bundt-cakes-

Excellent pay careers.careerplug.

$16- $19+ an hour. com/jobs/2263692/
Come in and fill out apps/new
an application: Classifiods
15139 Kercheval Work For You

Or email resume to:

info@belding
cleaners.com

To place an ad call:
(313)882-6900 x4

Grosse Pointe News

BELDING CLEANERS
looking for clothing
delivery drivers to
homes, offices in
Grosse Pointe area.
Part time 1- 2 days
per week.
$18+ per hour.
Must have clean
driving record.
Apply:
15139 Kercheval
or email:

info@belding
cleaners.com

You'll sell
it FASTER

here! classifieds

313-882-6900




PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD TODAY!

300 SITUATIONS WANTED
BABYSITTERS

ATTENTION: by
MICHIGAN LAW
DAY CARE
FACILITIES

(In-Home & Centers)

Must Show Their
Current License To
Advertising
Representative
When Placing Your
Ads. THANK YOU.
Parents- Please
Verify All Child Care
Licenses!

pUYt
Sl
1SSIFIEDS,

Grosse Pointe News

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

DIRECTORY OF SERVICE

SITUATION WANTED

L CONVALESCENT CARE

CITA ANGELS
HOME CARE
Caregiver services.
24 hour care. We
assist in cooking,
cleaning, bathing/
grooming, doctor's
appointments,
errands, etc.
Accepting
medicaid payments.
1(866)54-ANGEL

SITUATION WANTED
HOUSE CLEANING

Are you tired
of spending your
weekends
scrubbing, dusting,
and vacuuming?
It's time to reclaim
your free time and
enjoy the comfort of
a spotless home.
Opulent Touch
is here to make your
life easier with our
professional maid
services. Call
(313)844-8566

305

CAREGIVERS
available in the
privacy of your

own home.
Hourly and
24 hour care.
Best prices
guarantee.
NOW ACCEPTING
NEW CLIENTS
(586)215-6777

office@innhomecare.net
www.innhomecare.net

Now Hiring

EUROPEAN
CLEANING SERVICE
(313)459-6701
Years of experience
Honest
Hardworking
Many Satisfied
Clients from
Grosse Pointe Area

PHONE: (313) 882-6900 EXT. 4

312 SITUATION WANTED
ORGANIZING

DUCKS IN A ROW
De-cluttering and
organizing your
home! Closets,
basements,
whole house.
Organize your
paper clutter.
Home information,
notebooks,
Medical journals,
memory albums.
Becky Schlaff
(313)580-2528
Susan Mason
(313)910-9705
schlaffb@
comcast.net
rwmason@
comcast.net

Visa & Mastercard

Accepted
Grosse Pointe News

([
@. FASTER THAN A SPEEDING BULLET
WY —

\ Gall The Classifieds: (313)082-6900 EXT. 1

WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COM

402 ARTS & CRAFTS

EVERYONE WANTS

GOOD LUCK
Own some magic.
Early to Mid
Century African
Statues,
masks for sale.
Wide range
of prices.

Call Robert
(586)496-2586

415 WANTED T0 BUY

SELL ME YOUR
VINYL RECORDS
We buy LP's, 45's

No collection

too large.
We come to you!
RIPE RECORDS

Call (313)469-7479

APTS/FLATS/DUPLEX

70l DETROIT/WAYNE COUNTY

SPACIOUS LOWER
Unit; 2 Bedroom,
Dining Room,
Natural Fireplace,
Shared Basement,
Clean Quiet
Neighborhood,
$1,000.00+ Utilities.
SECTION 8
WELCOME.
New Flooring
Throughout;
Carpet, Tile.
NO SMOKING
(586)945-8566

DON’T FORGET-
Call your ads in EARLY!
Classified
Advertising
(313)882-6900 x4
Grosse Pointe News

FORMER
Grosse Pointe

resident wishes to

rent a 4 bedroom
in Grosse Pointe
for the week/

weekend of July 27

for 3- 7 days.
Family Reunion
planned.
References
available.
R. Vorhees
(313)516-3998

705 HOUSES FOR RENT

POINTES/HARPER W0ODS

HOUSE FOR RENT
Mapleton Street,
Grosse Pointe
Farms,

NO pets,

3 bedroom, 1. 5

bath, 2 car garage.
$1,700. per month.

(313)410-1222

Some classifications are not required by law to be licensed. Please check with the proper state agency to verify license.
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Property For Rent

APT/FLAT/DUPLEX
SUNNY
2 bedroom
upper flat
Grosse Pointe City.
Must see to
appreciate.
$1,500/ month.
No Pets.
References/
credit check
Immediately
available.
(231)881-6847
(231)590-6937

803 CONDOS / APTS / FLATS

EAST WARREN
GROSSE POINTE
2 bedroom condo
apartment with
balcony for sale,
HOA fee $757.
Asis
$17,000. CASH
/best offer.
Call (313)926-2740
if interested.

911 BRICK/BLOCKWORK [920  CHIMNEY REPAIR 936 FLOOR SANDING /

2\
DeBeers gﬂ

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

Masonry * Tuckpointing

Porches * Walkways

313-886-8088

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,
tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and
insured.
masonrygp88@
gmail.com
(313)885-8525
Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING
FINANCING

eChimneys
ePorches
eConcrete
oSteps
eStonework
eTuckpointing
ePatios
eFireplaces
eBrick Work
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

914 CARPENTRY

Wood Rot
Repair Specialists
Garage
Straightening
Deck Repairs
Crown Molding
Custom Wood
Projects
Free Estimates
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

SeelThe Classifieds

Grosse Pointe News

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,

houses, brick walls,
tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.

Licensed and
insured.

masonrygp88@
gmail.com
(313)885-8525
Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING
FINANCING

DEBRIS / CLUTTER

i REMOVAL

Debris Removal
eClean Outs
eHauling
Unwanted Items
eDumpsters
Available
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

REFINISHING

N\
%\\\

FLOOR
laying, sanding
and refinishing.

Laminate
flooring installed.
Free estimates.
Terry Yerke
(586)823-7753

939 GENERAL SERVICES

GUTTER - WINDOW
CLEANING
Insured
Call Tom Micoli
(313)656-9402

LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

IS,

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

(313)886-0520
TREE REMOVAL

943

DUMPSTERS
AVAILABLE

eClean Outs

eBasement/
Garage Clean Out
eDebris Removal

(313)408-1166

BRYS
LAWN & SNOW
Spring cleanup,
weekly cutting,
bush trimming,

weeding.
Free quotes.
Established 1986.

Jim Sr.

(586)304-2186

www.cleanup
clearout.com
oClutter eDebris
eHoarding
eEstate Clean Outs
Schedule Your
Spring Cleanouts
Today!
5to 30 Yard
Driveway Safe
Dumpsters
Avallable
(313)886-3330
Grosse Pointe
Based Since 2007

929 DRYWALL / PLASTERING

I'C hip L
Gibson
Painting

Painting & Plaster
313 884-5764

DAVE's
TREE & SHRUB
Tree Removal/

Trimming
Stump Grinding
Gutter Cleaning
FREE ESTIMATES

30% WINTER
DISCOUNTS
SENIOR DISCOUNTS
* FIREWOOQOD *
AVAILABLE
25 Years
(586)216-0904

Let the
Classifieds
Do The Walking

Grosse Pointe News

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

943 LANDSCAPERS / 944 GUTTERS
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

WEEKLY or
Bl- WEEKLY
Serving Grosse
Pointe and the
surrounding areas.
Lawn service,
topsoil, mulch
and more.
Call or Text:
Johnny Harrison
(313)550-3585

Full Service
Landscaping
Company
Lawn Mowing
Spring Cleanup
Fertilizing
Bushes Trimmed
Sod Installation
Ponds
Brick Paving
Landscape Design
Snow Removal
(313)205-6907

WEEKLY LAWN
CUTTING
No large riding
mowers
Senior Discounts
starting at $20, Cut,
Trim, Edge, Cleanup
Topsoil Delivered/
Installed
3 yard minimum
$300.
Mulch installed,
all colors.
Free Estimates,
(586)563-4660

Gutter
Replacement
& Repair
5&6inch
Gutter Guards
Gutter Cleaning
Free Estimates
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

ROYAL
ENTERPRISE
eGutter Cleaning
eGutter Screens
eGuUtter Repair
&
Installation
Residential/
Commercial
Fully Insured
RAY

(313)218-2150

I,

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

SEAMLESS GUTTERS

Temper Aluminum
Gutter Covers
Insured
Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

945 HANDYMAN

Your Local

Handyman Service

Electrical - Plumbing

313-886-8088

944 GUTTERS

ELIMINATE
gutter cleaning
forever!
LeafFilter,
the most advanced
debris- blocking
gutter protection.
Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter
estimate today.
20% off
entire purchase.
PLUS 10% Senior &
Military discounts.
Call 1(866)495-1709

HANDYMAN
specializing in
Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning,
Electrical
and miscellaneous
odd jobs.
Lifetime career
experience,

reference available.
Call Douglas Kehrer

at
(586)292-5971

945 HANDYMAN 954 PAINTING / DECORATING [ 960  ROOFING SERVICES

OLDER HOME
SPECIALIST
City inspection
repairs. Sewer
cleaning, carpentry,
plumbing, electrical,
plaster, painting,
kitchens, baths,
masonty.
(313)354-2955
donparadowski
@yahoo.com

We're your
IITO Doll
list handymen!
Let us help you with
any plumbing,
electrical,
carpentry and
much more.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

948 INSULATION

A quiet home is a
relaxing home!
Blown in Cellulose
Insulation is
GREEN, cost and
energy efficient.
Red Baron
Enterprises, LLC
can insulate
your home.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

T,

Find us on
page 207 in
the Blue Book.
Exterior Painting
Chimneys
Woodworking
Electrical
Plumbing
All Exterior Work
Grosse Pointe
South Alumni
3 Generations
Serving

Grosse Pointe Area

Since 1950
(313)880-9961

JOHN'’S PAINTING
Interior/Exterior
Repairing:
Damaged plaster,
drywall, cracks,
windows
puttying, caulking.

Fire/Water damage

insurance work.
All work
guaranteed

G. P. References
License/Insured
Free estimates
Senior Discount
(313)882-5038

Painting Services
Interior & Exterior
Floors
Drywall
Plaster
Restoration
Wood Finishing
+ Staining
+ much more!
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
INCORPORATED (313)408-1166
Residential
Commercial BN
INSULATION &
EXPERTS
Licensed & Insured
Free Estimates
(313)886-0520
Grosse Pointe Woods Plumbing
Diagnosi
954 PAINTING / DECORATING |nstag||aqc?osn
Repair
"Chip"” Hot Water Tanks
Gibson Redbaren
Painting Enterprises.com
Painting & Plaster|  (313)408-1166
313 S84-5764 | LB
RR CODDENS

Family since 1924
Re-Roofs ~ Tear Offs
Flat Roofs
Chimney Repair
(313)886-5565
(313)550-6602

LicensedeBuilderelnsured

NEW INSTALLATION
Roofs, Gutters
Repairs
Siding
Financing Available!
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

OLDER HOME
SPECIALIST
Free Estimates
Decades of
experience
working in the
Pointes.
ROOFING,
Chimney repairs
and masonry,
gutters, siding,
and repairs.
(313)354-2955
donparadowski
@yahoo.com

IS,

INCORPORATED
Residential
Commercial
ROOFING EXPERTS
Lifetime Warranty
on Shingles
Licensed & Insured
Free Estimates

(313)886-0520
Grosse Pointe Woods

962  SANITATION SERVICES

www.cleanup
clearout.com
oClutter eDebris
eHoardin
eBefore & After
Estate Sale
Clean Outs
Schedule Your
Spring Cleanouts
Today!
Donation Delivery
5to0 30 Yard
Driveway Safe
Dumpsters
Avallable
(313)886-3330
Grosse Pointe
Based Since 2007

981  WINDOW WASHING

Grosse Pointe News Classifieds: 313-882-6900 x 4

Call now...
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Knights continue reign at districts

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Winning back-to-
back district champion-
ships is always nice,
but a three-peat is even
better. Last Friday,
March 8, the University
Liggett girls varsity
basketball team got its
three-peat in the dis-
trict, defeating Mount
Clemens 38-27 to claim
its third consecutive
Division 3 district title.

Kerith Short led the
way in the district title
win for Liggett scoring
11 points. The win
helped the Knights
move on to the regional
round of the playoffs,
where they played their
regional semifinal
game Monday night,
March 11.

Liggett traveled to
Clawson for its regional
semifinal matchup with
Detroit Communication
Media Arts (DCMA).

The Knights started
hot, building an early
lead and never looking
back on their way to a
39-29 win.

The first quarter was
dominated by Liggett,
who started the game
on a 12-0 run, building
the foundation of its
lead. By the time the
opening frame ended,
the Knights were up
14-1.

The second quarter
was much of the same,
with the Knights out-
pacing DCMA in practi-
cally every aspect. By
the time the teams hit
the locker rooms for
halftime, Liggett held a
dominant 23-4 advan-
tage.

DCMA fought harder
in the second half,
while Liggett could not
quite keep pace offen-
sively as it did in the
first half. Still, the
Knights’ dominant per-
formance in the first

PHOTO COURTESY OF LIGGETT ATHLETICS

University Liggett’s girls varsity basketball team captured its third straight district championship Friday.

two quarters was enough
to help carry them on to

Short once again led scored eight in the win. Lutheran Northwest at

the Knights in scoring

The Knights advanced

Clawson High School

victory and keep the with 16. Hallie Marcero to the regional champi- Wednesday, March 13,
and Avery Slanec both onship game, taking on after press time.

playoff run alive.

South puts up fight in district final

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Grosse Pointe South
girls basketball faced a
tough test Friday, March
8, in a quest to capture a
district title. After dis-
mantling Detroit Martin
Luther King 56-10 two
nights before in the dis-
trict semifinals, South
had a meeting with two-
time defending district
champion Detroit Cass
Tech in the champion-
ship game. The Blue
Devils fought hard
against the perennially
tough Technicians, but
came up just short of a
district title, losing to
Cass Tech 60-53.

Last Friday’s game
started and ended close,
but it was Cass Tech’s
lead that it built in the
middle quarters that
helped lead it to victory.
The district final started
as a very tightly con-
tested matchup, with
the Blue Devils and

Technicians trading
shots until the first quar-
ter ended in a 15-15 tie.

The second quarter
saw Cass Tech begin to
pull out in front. South
was not quite able to
keep up with the offen-
sive surge that the
Technicians experi-
enced before halftime,
leading to the Blue
Devils being down by
nine, 32-23, going into
the locker room.

“In the first quarter,
our defense was able to
keep the ball out of the
post,” South girls bas-
ketball head coach
Kevin Richards said. “In
the second quarter, we
weren’t able to pressure
the ball on the perimeter
as much and they had
some pretty good post
entries. They were able
to get it into Kayla
Mount, their big girl,
and she had 13 points in
the second quarter and
that was a big stretch for
them that hurt us.”

South’s offense started
to return to a better pace
as the second half
started. However, Cass
Tech continued to be out
in front, never letting
the Blue Devils quite get
close enough, ending
the third quarter ahead
47-37.

In the final eight min-
utes, the Blue Devils
showed that they would
not go down without a
fight. South battled its
way back into conten-
tion, not letting the
Technicians run away
with the game. The Blue
Devils got the game to
within just one or two
possessions in the final
minutes but were unable
to completely close the
gap before time expired
and Cass Tech escaped
with the win.

Junior Maddy Benard
led the way for South
with 23 points in the
loss, while sophomore
Morgan Duff had 10.
With both set to return

PHOTOS BY MIKE ADZIMA

South’s Maddy Benard led the team with 23 points
in the Blue Devils’ district final loss to Cass Tech

March 8.

next year, it gives
Richards confidence
they will be a strong
combo of veteran lead-
ers for the Blue Devils in
2024-25.

“(Morgan Duff) is a

really nice compliment
to Maddy Benard and
having those two at the
top of our press on the
defense really gave peo-
ple problems,” Richards
said.

Almost all of South’s
roster from this season
will be returning for
another year. The lone
senior on this year’s
team was Elsa Bachert,
who finished with nine
points in her final game
as a Blue Devil.

“She was just fun and
you knew what you
were going to get out of
Elsa when she had the
ball,” Richards said.
“She was going to play
as hard as she could,
and she was a competi-
tor. If we had a team of
Elsas and everybody
played as hard as she
did, we could do some
nice things. Her team-
mates saw that and how
hard she worked and I
think that’s a reason
why we were playing as
well as we were.”

The Blue Devils sea-
son ends with a final
record of 12-12. They
finished fourth out of six
teams in the MAC Red
division.

Great skates!
Pointes’ figure skaters earn top spots at states

Grosse Pointe Unified Figure Skating finished fourth out of 12 teams Sunday, March 10, at the Michigan High

School Ice Skating state championship at Southgate Ice Arena in Southgate.

The team combines figure skaters from Grosse Pointe North and Grosse Pointe South, including North’s Luc

Henri, Remy Henri, head coach Claire LaDue, North’s Abby Owczarek and South’s Claire Wengel.
Wengel, at right, competed in the singles state championship Saturday, March 9, placing second out of

10 skaters in the Intermediate Excel Plus Group at Southgate Ice Arena.The team is coached by Claire LaDue.
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