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26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com
$$1,9951,995 Down$$1,9951,995**

per month,
24 months

No Appointments Necessary for Oil Changes

Like us on 
Facebook

$$219 219 **
2024 Envista2024 Envista

PreferredPreferred

$$219 219 **

050224

*24month lease.10,000 miles per year, plus tax, title, plate.
See Salesperson for details. Expires 4/30/24.

Purchase a 2024 for
$23,049 Stock #B542902

26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com
$129*

per mo. 24 Months

No Appointments Necessary for Oil ChangesLike us on 
Facebook

050224

*Pricing is priced on 24 month lease. 10,000 miles per year, plus
tax, title, plate. See Salesperson for details. Expires 4/30/24.

$1,995*

Down
Purchase a 2024 for

$24,909 Stock #542015

2024 Chevy Equinox LT2024 Chevy Equinox LT

pp y ff gFacebook

*Pr***
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GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— A stretch of Charlevoix 
will be a smooth cruise 
upon completion of the 
upcoming road resurfac-
ing program.

So will a block of lower 
Middlesex and two alleys 
in the northwest sector of 
town.

“We received six bids,” 
said Nick Sizeland, city 
manager.

“The low bid was from 
Hutch Paving (of) 

Warren, in the amount of 
$568,618,” said Patrick 
Droze, project manager 
with OHM Advisors, the 
city’s engineering consul-
tant.

Work consists of:
◆ replacing the top 

layer of road surface on 

Charlevoix from Cadieux 
to Whittier,

◆ doing the same on 
Middlesex between 
Windmill Pointe Drive 
and Korte,

◆ resurfacing the alley 
between the 1100 blocks 
of Beaconsfield and 
Nottingham, plus

◆ resurfacing the alley 

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Mapping road work

CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — The Urban 
Forestry Commission’s 
annual $12,000 budget last 
year was diverted to storm 
cleanup after the winds 
July 26, took out 32 city 
trees. 

However, through fund-
raisers — including “Go 
Green x3,” which brought 
in more than $30,000 ear-
marked for tree planting 
— and small grants 
through the Michigan 
Department of Natural 
Resources, the commis-
sion planted 89 trees on 
city property in 2023, net-
ting 57 trees due to those 
lost in the storm.  

Urban Forestry 
Commission a 
third of the way 
to 150-tree goal
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE 
SHORES — Back-to-back 
events will keep Osius 
Park swarming with ac-
tivity this weekend.

Shred day runs 9:30 to 
11:30 a.m. Saturday, May 
4. Part of the Keep 
America Beautiful “Great 
Amer ican  Cleanup 
Days,” the event is open 
to all residents of the 
Pointes and Harper 
Woods.

Cost is $5 for each 
banker-sized box or gro-
cery bag full of docu-
ments to be shredded.

Paper documents are 
welcome, including mail, 
letters, canceled checks, 
bank statements and 
other confi dential infor-

mation.
CDs, credit cards, 

fl oppy disks, cardboard, 
tissue paper and paper 
towels are not permitted.

National Honor Society 
students from Grosse 
Pointe North High School 
will retrieve boxes or 
bags from vehicles and 
take them to the shred-
der, which has a window 
where people can watch 
their documents being 
shredded. 

The event typically 
draws about 100 partici-
pants and creates 4 tons 
of shredded material.

Sunday, May 5, sees 
the annual Arbor Day 
observance starting at 9 
a.m. for city residents 
only. A fun run/walk to 

Busy weekend 
in the Shores
By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Council members are 
eying a new budget fea-
turing a surplus that 
doesn’t depend on a one-
time windfall, such as last 
year’s sale of city-owned 
property in Detroit.

During a workshop 
this week for the fi scal 
year 2025 budget, begin-
ning July 1, the council 
couldn’t get enough of 
new Finance Director 
Ginger Moriarty talking 
about “an expected and 
proposed surplus of 
$81,700” in the general 
fund.

“Do you want to repeat 
that, Ms. Moriarty?” 
Mayor Michele Hodges 
joked.

Money in the general 
fund is used for principal 
operating services.

The back-in-black pro-
jection is two years 

removed from a $773,000 
deficit. It also comes 
without budget-builders 
packing revenue streams 
with a promised $1.6 mil-
lion federal stormwater 
improvement grant and 
other probabilities the 
likes of which until recent 

years were entered on 
the books before receipt.

Odds are that Moriarty 
could augment city reve-
nue by selling tickets to 
her council briefings. 
City Manager Nick 

Surplus to include water rate increase
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Storm team members from Grosse Pointe Farms-City Little League’s A division are pumped for the season 
to begin, cheering from the back of a truck during GPFCLL’s parade Saturday, April 27, with hopes the 
crowd joins in on their unbridled excitement. For more sights and sounds from opening day festivities for 
Little League baseball and softball programs throughout the Pointes, head to pages 4-5D.

Storm’s brewing PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

PHOTO BY BRAD LINDBERG

During a budget workshop Monday, April 29, 
Grosse Pointe Park council members liked hearing 
Finance Director Ginger Moriarty talk about an 
$81,700 surplus in the proposed fi scal year 2025 
budget.

“Less than a week after 
the storm, in early August, 
as crews were picking up 
brush piles, they were 
making room for my tree 
guys to plant the replace-
ment trees, as they were 
navigating through the 
debris still throughout the 
street,” said Brian Colter, 
city forester for the City, 
Farms and Park. 

Since determining there 
are at least 150 clear gaps 
in the City’s urban forest, 
the commission set a goal 
last year of planting 150 
trees throughout a three-
year period. 

“We still are in line to 
reach our goal,” Colter 
clarifi ed, even with those 
lost in the storm, “but I tell 
you, we wouldn’t have 
been able to plant any of 
those trees if it wasn’t for 
the generosity of people 
who privately donated to 
a couple charities that we 
created.”

The average cost to pur-

See ROADS, page 5A

See TREES, page 5A

See BUSY, page 3A See SURPLUS, page 3A
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Standards Link: Describe eclipses of the sun and moon.

Imagine, it is daytime and suddenly the birds stop chirping. 

Animals curl up to go to sleep and the sky begins to darken. 

It isn’t anything to worry about, though. It’s a solar eclipse!

During a solar eclipse, people and animals sometimes get a 

little confused!

When the Moon blocks the Sun’s light, 

it casts a ___________ on part of 

the Earth.

The Moon’s shadow follows a long 

path as the Earth ________. This is 

 
    called the path of totality.

The only people who will ___

the total solar eclipse will be

in the _______ of totalit

In that path, the Moon co

_________ the Sun

few minutes. It gets so

that it lo
oks like nigh

Where can I watch a solar eclips

How often does a total 

eclipse happen over land?

What is a 

partial solar 

eclipse?
The sun is surrounded by a layer of gases that are hard to 

see until a total eclipse. This layer is called the corona.

The corona is very dim. It’s usually hard to see because the 

Sun is so much brighter.

During an eclipse, the corona shines around the outside 

of the moon’s shadow. Use the code to discover what the 

word corona means.

A solar eclipse is visible on

surface approxim

Sometimes the Moon 

only blocks part of the 

Sun’s light. This is called a 

partial solar eclipse.

easiest for people to see a solar eclipse 

pens over land. Use the letters 

d along the correct path 

l how often a 

d

Whoa! It’s the middle of 

the day. Why is the sky 

getting dark?

It’s a 

solar eclipse!

Is it tim
e to 

go back to 

bed?
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Standards Link: Describe features 

of the sun.
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We believe in 
KIDS!

Home: Grosse Pointe Farms

Fashion expert and mom of 
two brings haute couture to 
Grosse Pointe.

Pointer of
INTEREST

See story, page 4A

Sarah LewickiSarah Lewicki
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(586) 775-7472
21707 Harper Avenue
Saint Clair Shores
Equipment Sales & Service

Time for a tune-up?
We will pick up and deliver your 
equipment! Call for details.

Forton’s
Mower Service

15139 KERCHEVAL, GROSSE POINTE PARK

313-822-5800313-822-5800

106 Years

FREE Pick-up & Delivery in the Pointes

050224

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— After less than a year 
as owner of Pointe 
Hardware & Lumber, 
Waref Hawasli has 
breathed new life into his 
little corner of Grosse 
Pointe Park. 

Before his ownership 
hits the one-year mark, 
he’ll further unveil new 
developments that take 
his strip of Kercheval to 
the next level.

What’s been done
Hawasl i  acquired 

Pointe Hardware in July 
2023.

“From that point on, 
my focus has been on 
how to really activate the 
corridor, not just with 
the acquisition of the 
business, but with the 
building, which is from 
Maryland to Wayburn,” 
he said, adding that 
growth is part of his 
strategy to drive more 
awareness to the Park.

From the moment he 
took over, his fi rst goal 
was to renovate. The 
interior underwent a 
massive overhaul to 
bring cohesive flow 
throughout the store.

“I didn’t mess with the 
overall aesthetic and 
charm,” he noted. “There 
was no way I was going 
to go in and disrupt any-
thing. My focus was how 
can I create a new expe-
rience for my customers 
but not impact the exist-
ing charm. That was a 
daunting task, to create 
value and impact without 
disrupting things.”

Once the inside was 
renovated, Hawasli set 
about refreshing the 
exterior facade, “to keep 
up with the growing of 
Grosse Pointe Park as a 
business district,” he 
said. “The existing build-
ing was in need of some 
love, not that the previ-
ous owners didn’t love it, 
but it was ready for a 
fresh take.

“I wanted to focus on 
creating curb appeal 
reminiscent of hardware 
stores of the past,” he 
continued. “I wanted it to 
be charming, approach-
able, but up to today’s 
standards. I had brick 
brought in, added new 
windows, a new awning, 
new signage — all inten-
tional and thoughtful.”

Hawasli worked with 

the Field of View design 
team on the project. His 
company ,  Hawas l i 
Homes, spearheaded the 
execution.

“For me personally, it 
was a self-infl icted time-
line,” he said of the work, 
which is receiving rave 
reviews from staff and 
c u s t o m e r s  a l i k e . 
“Everyone’s happy, 
excited. There’s a genu-
ine, family-centric, com-
munity-focused reality 
around the business 
now.

“… People are starting 
to feel the effects, com-
ing in and getting excited 
at what it looks like, at 
the energy in the build-
ing,” he added.

A visit from previous 
owner Randy Cousineau 
validated the project.

“He texted me and said 
the vibe in the store 

seems so  happy,” 
Hawasli said. “To have 
the previous owner come 
in and say that … It’s 
been an exciting journey 
so far.”

It’s about to get more 
exciting as more changes 
are in store.

What’s to come
“For the next chapter,” 

Hawasli said, “we will 
build around how to 
impact the community, 
be part of the commu-
nity,  be substance 
driven.”

To do that, Hawasli is 
welcoming two new 
brands in their own bou-
tique settings.

“ M a r v i n  D e s i g n 
Gallery will be adjacent 
to us,” he said. “This 
brand, in my opinion as a 
builder, is one of the best 
brands you can buy.

“This is a partnership 
with Laurence Smith 
Window & Door, the 
largest window provider 
for Marvin,” he added. 
“We will stock all lines of 
Marvin brands within a 
1,000-square-feet foot-
print of boutique space 
— the fi rst of its kind in 
Wayne County. It should 
be ready to open this 
summer.”

“We’re excited about 

this opportunity to part-
ner with Waref and 
Pointe Hardware,” said 
Bill Ruff, CEO of Marvin 
Design Gallery. “Our 
company is built on the 
same principals as Pointe 
Hardware has been for 
many, many years: Good 
people working with 
good people.”

The second addition, 
Festool, is an interna-
tional company founded 
in Germany that features 
high-end tools.

“To me, whether you’re 
a carpenter, dry wall 
hanger or craftsman, 
Festool is the highest-
end tool product you can 
invest in,” Hawasli said. 
“People who buy it are 
treating their craft as a 
career. … It’s priced with 
the intent to be a quality 
product with longevity 
and impact quality. 
When you buy it, you’re 
going to be keeping it. 
It’s an item you’ve saved 
up for and are excited to 
finally buy. There’s an 
emotional investment in 
Festool.

“… Every other hard-
ware store that carries 
this tool product has 
them in a 12-foot aisle in 
their store,” he added. 
“My vision is that it 
should stand in its own 
boutique. This will be the 
first-ever authorized 
Festool boutique in the 
nation, in Grosse Pointe 
Park, part of Pointe 
Hardware & Lumber. It 
will also open in summer 
2024.”

“We are excited to 
partner with Pointe 

Hardware & Lumber and 
fortunate to have our 
brand featured in such a 
unique concept,” Festool 
Executive Vice President 
Michael Burch said in a 
written statement. “The 
passion and vision Waref 
has is energizing and, as 
a family-owned business 
that will be 100 years old 
in 2025, we love support-
ing family-owned busi-
nesses that understand 
the role they play in the 
communities they serve. 
We both understand that 
our mutual success will 
be determined by the 
success of our customers 
and that’s what makes 
this partnership a natu-
ral fi t.”

The Marvin Design 
Gallery will occupy space 
previously occupied by 
an online eBay company. 
The front half will be 
dedicated to Marvin, 
while Pointe Hardware 
will expand into the back 
space with a specialty 
wood section, kitchen-
ette for staff and satellite 
off ice for Hawasli 
Ventures.

On the other side of 
Pointe Hardware, Hot 
Yoga will relinquish 
1,000 square feet of lin-
ear footage to house the 
Festool boutique, for 
which Hawasli is looking 
for an operations man-
ager.

“My goal is to turn this 
into not just a commu-
nity hardware and lum-
ber provider, but this 
area becoming a destina-
tion,” he noted. “It’s an 
interesting paradigm 

shift, what we can bring 
from a value perspective. 
This is going to bring 
value to the community, 
which really is my main 
objective.”

Both spaces have been 
prepared for construc-
tion and inspected. The 
exteriors — featuring 
new windows, doors and 
brick — are fi nished. Dry 
wall will go up next.

“My intent is to take 
Pointe Hardware & 
Lumber further in order 
to take it down the path I 
want to go down,” he 
added. “Some things 
needed to change, aes-
thetically, functionally, 
logistically, culturally. 
Things have been done, 
but I’m not done yet.”

Further 
down the road

Hawasli said he has 
more exciting plans in 
s t o r e  f o r  P o i n t e 
Hardware customers.

“I’m fully invested and 
very connected to Grosse 
Pointe,” he said. “I’ve 
always wanted to add 
value, create an impact, 
create a legacy in the 
community I live in.

“This is not just brick 
and mortar,” he added, 
“but a digital expansion, 
too.”

Hawasli plans to roll 
out a comprehensive 
website that rivals big 
box stores.

“This project is about 
community focus, but 
it’s also realistic,” he 
said. “You’ve got jugger-
nauts like Amazon, 
Home Depot, Lowe’s, 
ACE, Menard’s with 
such big offerings. What 
can I bring to my com-
munity and create com-
munity loyalty, but also 
give customers more 
growth, new brands and 
create a destination? 
Online.

“… That will open up 
the door to literally 
everything that everyone 
else sells,” he added, 
“with curbside pickup, 
24-hour delivery, same-
day delivery. It will still 
support the brand, the 
sense of local and com-
munity, but it’s realistic. 
We’ve got to open a web-
site companion.”

He said he hopes 
phl1952.com will be live 
by the holidays, though 
he plans to soft launch 
“version one” this sum-
mer or fall. RockSolid 
MAX is working with 
him on its design.

“This is going to be 
part of our future,” he 
said. “All that we carry, 
you’ll see. If it’s not in 
store, we can order it for 
you. We can have it 
shipped to the store or to 
your house.

“I’m excited about all 
the untapped opportuni-
ties we’re going to be 
exploring and thought-
fully introducing into the 
market,” he added. “…
We’ve been working on 
this since the moment 
we took over. It hasn’t 
even been a year yet, but 
there’s already been so 
much growth and reposi-
tioning in the commu-
nity.”

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

More in store at Pointe Hardware

RENDERINGS COURTESY OF POINTE HARDWARE GROUP & FIELD OF VIEW STUDIO

Marvin Design Gallery and Festool boutiques will join the Pointe Hardware & Lumber family this sum-
mer.
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26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com

No Appointments Necessary for Oil Changes
Like us on 
Facebook

per
month

1

$$149 *$$149  149  ** $1,995 Down

No 1st payment
24 Months

Stock #G540897

Former courtesy vehiclePurchase for $26,239
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2024 TERRAIN SLE2024 TERRAIN SLE

*24 month lease. 10,000 miles per year, plus tax, title, plate. See Salesperson for details.  
Expires 4/30/24.

SUNDAY, MAY 5

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Shores annual Arbor Day 
Observance and Fun Run, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.

MONDAY, MAY 6

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Public School System Board of 
Education meting, 5:30 p.m.

 ◆ City of Grosse Pointe City Council budget hearing, 
7 p.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods City Council meeting, 7 p.m.
 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Committee-of-the-Whole 

meeting, 7:15 p.m.

TUESDAY, MAY 7

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Shores Special Joint Finance and 
City Council meeting to discuss proposed 2024-25 
budget, 6 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 8

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Beautifi cation Advisory 
Commission meeting, 7 p.m.

THURSDAY, MAY 9

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Beautifi cation Advisory 
Commission Flower preorder pickup, 3 p.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Historical Commission meet-
ing, 7:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, MAY 10

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Beautifi cation Advisory 
Commission Flower Sale begins, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

SATURDAY, MAY 11

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Beautifi cation Advisory 
Commission Flower Sale, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

 ◆ Cook Schoolhouse open, noon to 2 p.m.
 ◆ Grosse Pointe Shores Town Hall meeting, 10 a.m.

The Week Ahead

the Edsel & Eleanor Ford 
House is scheduled for 
9:30 a.m. Entry fee is $5 
per person and includes 
a T-shirt. Strollers and 
rollerbladers are wel-
come.

Afterward, back at the 
park, there will be a kids’ 
festival featuring games, 
prizes, treats, face paint-
ing and a petting zoo. 
This part of the day has 
been expanded from pre-
vious years because the 
Easter egg hunt activities 
were canceled in March 
due to inclement weather.

BUSY:
Continued from page 1A

Sizeland called an early 
episode “The Ginger 
Show.”

Elected offi cials, career 
administrators and mem-
bers of the public repeat-
edly praise the work 
she’s done during her 14 
months on the job.

She streamlined fi nan-
cial reports, presented 
accounting statements in 
easy-to-discern graphs 
and charts, and assigned 
revenues and expenses 
to the most relevant 
departments and opera-
tions.

“The skies are being 
cleared,” Councilman 
Tim Kolar said.

“This is incredible, this 
budget,” Councilman 
Brent Dreaver said. “How 
often I’ve heard people 
talk about not being able 
to see things at a granu-
lar level and you go right 
in here and see different 
events and things.”

Moriarty also is having 
a dollar impact on munic-
ipal revenue by shifting 
banked money from 
basic bank accounts into 
those bearing interest.

“She’s estimating over 
$300,000 realized reve-
nue from interest-bear-
ing accounts,” Hodges 
said.

“I went through the 
budget and projected 
every single l ine,” 
Moriarty said during the 
workshop Monday, April 
29. “The budget includes 
a fi scal year 2026 fore-
casted budget to help us 
determine our expecta-
tions and fi nancial stabil-
ity as we go into the 
following year. It allows 
us to determine funding 
for needs that may come 
up in operations or proj-
ects as we move for-
ward.”

“We want to make 
good, wise, sensible deci-
sions here,” Hodges said. 
“What we do today is 
going to matter one year 
from now, five years 
from now.”

Another forecast shows 
pension costs increasing 
annually through 2030, 
when they’ l l  total 
$3,600,000, a $1.2 million 
increase over today.

Some aspects of the fi s-
cal year 2025 budget will 
be adjusted during the 
fortnight leading to pas-
sage during the May 13 
council meeting.

A prime change is the 
amount of a water rate 
increase. Administrators 
proposed a 3.5 percent 
hike to keep the city’s 
head slightly above a 3.25 
percent increase to buy 
drinking water from the 
Great Lakes Water 
Authority. The authority 
also is raising sewage 
treatment rates by 3 per-
cent.

“Nobody wants an 
increase, but we have a 
multitude of things that 
need to be done in water-
sewer,” said Councilman 
Max Wiener, chairman of 
the infrastructure com-
mittee.

He proposed a greater 
but undramatic increase 
now rather than waiting 
until infl ation and grow-
ing supply costs force a 
major jump.

“Incremental adjust-
ments are better than 
getting to when things 
are a pressing issue,” 
Wiener said.

Council members are 
expected to return May 
13 with a suggested 4 
percent to 4.5 percent 
water rate increase.

Also due for change is 
a 3 percent increase to 
rent boat wells at the 
Windmill Pointe Park 
munic ipa l  mar ina . 
Because this season’s 

rental contracts are 
already in place, rate 
changes wouldn’t be 
effective until next year, 
according to Councilman 
Tom Caulfi eld, liaison to 
the recreation commis-
sion.

Highlights of the pro-
posed budget are:

◆ Some 73 percent of 
fi scal year 2025’s general 
fund revenues, totaling 
$14,063,800, come from 
local property taxes.

◆ Although the city’s 
taxable value increased 
6.7 percent from last 
year, the most property 
taxes can increase is 5.1 
percent, the rate of infl a-
tion, according to provi-
sions of the Headlee tax 
limitation amendment 
which Michigan voters 
passed into law in 1978.

◆ The public safety 
department represents 
58 percent, or $8,077,200, 

of total general fund 
expenses of $13,982,100.

◆ After public safety, 
the parks and recreation 
department represents 
the second-biggest 
expenditure, $2,238,900, 
or 16 percent of the total. 
Third is general govern-
ment and public works at 
$1,190,700, or 9 percent.

◆ All of the city’s vari-
ous funds combined rep-
resent expenditures of 
$29,741,200.  These 
include enterprise funds, 
which operate by user 
fees, not property tax 
receipts. Examples are 
the marina, water-sewer 
and water-sewer infra-
structure funds.

Of that grand total, city 
operations represent 
$16,919,700 (57 percent) 
while employee wages 
and fringe benefits 
account for the rest, 
$12,821,500 (43 percent).

SURPLUS:
Continued from page 1A

GROSSE POINTE PARK — Being sworn in as city employees for the day didn’t measure up to the fun chil-
dren had touring the public safety department during National Bring Your Kids to Work Day, Thursday, April 
25.
“We saw fi re trucks, police cars, jail cells — I hope they never see those again — and public safety dispatch,” 
said Nick Sizeland, city manager. “We also visited offi ces of the city clerk and fi nance director.”
Each child received a resolution in their honor.
In city council chambers at city hall, parents and children are, from left, Municipal Gardener Corin Vance with 
son and daughter, Dominic and McKinley Sevilla, 10 and 11, respectively; Parks and Recreation Director 
Chad Craig and son, KJ, 7; City Electrician Mike Krause and daughter, Abigale, 8; City Hall Administrator 
Kelly Poirier and daughter, Ireland, 4; City Manager Nick Sizeland and daughter, Kinsley, 2 ½; and water de-
partment employee Brian Gipprich with his daughters, Madison, 12, and Hazel, 8.
“We’re heading next to Windmill Pointe Park where they can help scan park passes for residents who come 
in,” Sizeland said.

PHOTO BY BRAD LINDBERG

Kids get look-see at parents’ workaday world

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Swimmers will have a 
safer time getting off their 
marks when wobbly 
starting blocks are fi xed 
at the municipal pool.

Existing blocks, which 
provide a 30-inch ele-
vated platform from 
which racers launch 
themselves, are irrepara-
bly loose from their pool-
side foundations and 
need to be replaced.

“Starting blocks used 
for the Park swim team 
are unsafe to use at this 
time,” Chad Craig, direc-
tor of parks and recre-
ation, wrote in a memo to 
the city council. “Cement 
has been breaking up 

around the blocks and 
the anchors that hold the 
blocks in place are worn 
out.”

A patch job failed.
“Repairs were made 

last season, but didn’t 
hold up,” Craig said.

Estimated costs for 
full-out replacement of 
the city’s seven blocks 
ranged close to $40,000, 
according to estimates 
discussed in recent 
months by the recreation 
commission and city 
council.

On April 4, a united 
commission opted for a 
frugal, $16,400 option 
and directed Craig to 
present it to the council 
for consideration. Only 

Pool blocks 
getting fi xed
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

See BLOCKS, page 4A
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Grosse Pointer Sarah 
Lewicki’s luxury resale 
concept, ReloveLuxe, is 
the culmination of years 
of professional fashion 
experience. From buy-
ing to merchandising to 
retail ,  Lewicki has 
touched almost every 
aspect of the high-end 
fashion industry.

Fresh out of college 
with advertising and 
public relations degrees 
in hand — not to men-
tion a lifelong passion 
for fashion — Lewicki 
realized the two could 
be paired perfectly and 
began a robust career at 
Saks Fifth Avenue, fi rst 
in Michigan, later in 
New York City, then full 
circle back to Michigan.  

Once back in her home 
state, Lewicki had the 
opportunity to experi-
ence the ultimate in lux-
ury brands when she 
joined Chanel. There, 
she gained a whole new 
set of skills. 

“I focused on product 
education/knowledge, 
incorporated a new luxe 
level of service and 
formed working client 
relationships that are 
still vital to this day,” 
Lewicki said.

After years of forming 
relationships with cus-
tomers and further work 
experience within a 
resale company, Lewicki 
realized an untapped 
market and a golden 
opportunity.

“I’ve always wanted to 
have my own business,” 
she said.

But when it came to 
starting a luxury busi-
ness that focused on 
resale versus retail, it 
wasn’t until after work-
ing for a luxury resale 
company she noticed an 
opportunity to create a 
higher level of customer 
service that clients 
deserve when shopping, 
especially in the resale 
market. Her goal is to 
always provide “first-
class customer service,” 
no matter the price 

point.
The business consists 

of a highly curated col-
lection of clothing and 
accessories  in the 
ReloveLuxe boutique 
located at 79 Kercheval. 
Customers can peruse 
the latest fi nds on social 
media, shop during 
retail hours, make an 
appointment to shop or 
provide a wish list of 
items for Lewicki to 
search and fi nd specifi -
cally for them. In addi-
tion, those looking to 
consign their mint-con-
dition luxury goods also 
are encouraged to reach 
out for an appointment.  

In addition to service, 
Lewicki loves the sus-
tainability of resale 
goods.  

“Luxury designer 
items are sustainable 
and with proper care 
and condition, need to 
be cyclical,” she said. 

She also noted that 
because  pr ices  of 
designer goods have 
risen exponentially the 
past few years, it has 
become increasingly dif-
fi cult for most people to 
afford them. 

“The demand for vin-
tage luxury goods is on 
the rise,” she added.

Working with clients 
old and new is one of 
Lewicki’s favorite parts 
of the job.  

“My favorite is when 
my past Saks and Chanel 
clients come to me to 
sell the pieces I sold 
them when we fi rst met 
so many years ago,” 
Lewicki said. “We remi-
nisce about what occa-
sion or celebration they 
originally bought it for 
and how much they 
enjoyed carrying it 
since. Finding a new 
buyer for those items is 
the most fun, because 
they always come with 
the best stories.”

After experiencing a 
high level of interest and 
success, Lewicki is 
excited for the future 
and an expansion, which 
is coming soon.

“I’ll defi nitely have an 
event to celebrate this 
summer, so stay tuned,” 
she said, crediting the 
Grosse Pointe commu-
nity for its unwavering 
support. “The support 
I’ve received from the 
start of this business 
almost two years ago 
has been incredible. The 
community continues to 
impress me with how 
much support everyone 
gives to any and all local 
small businesses.”

To learn more about 
ReloveLuxe, visit her 
social media accounts 
on Instagram @relove_
luxe or Facebook @
ReloveLuxe or visit 
reloveluxe.co. The bou-
tique is located at 79 
Kercheval, Suite 101, on 
The Hill, and is open 2 to 
4 p.m. Tuesdays and 
Thursdays or by appoint-
ment.

Maire Elementary 
School kindergartner 
Madeline Martin won 
fi rst place in a statewide 
contest, hosted by the 
Michigan Department of 
Environment, Great 
Lakes and Energy, with 
her poster, “Our Future 
is in Our Hands.” Other 
fi nalists from Maire in-
cluded fourth graders 
Josie Danley and 
Johanna Kim; third 
graders Brecklyn 
Daniels and Caitlyn 
Deldin; second graders 
Bo Derringer and 
Gabriel Olwicz-Boggs; 
fi rst graders Mary 
Derringer and John 
Elsey; and kindergartner 
Seamus Mulroy. Posters 
were judged on students’ 
creative use of native 
Michigan wildlife, 
plants, land, freshwater 
ecosystems or depiction 
of the importance of 
clean drinking water.
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Haute couture hits Grosse Pointe A day in the life
Sarah Lewicki shared what her 
typical day looks like at the 
helm of ReloveLuxe:
“I’ll spend most time authenti-
cating and taking photos of 
new items to get those up on 
my socials/website and listed 
as soon as possible.
“Follow-ups with any potential 
consignor inquiries and look 
for comps to price out their 
items. 
“Sourcing items on clients’ 
wish lists, following up with cli-
ents on new arrivals, social 
media creation, newsletter up-
dates, networking with other 
resellers and local businesses 
to plan the next event or pro-
motion
“The list goes on, keeps me 
busy but I love it!”
Lewicki resides in the Farms 
with her husband and two 
young sons. In her spare time, 
she likes to trade her Chanel 
handbag for a tennis racket 
and enjoys a good rally with 
her 6-year-old son. In addition, 
Lewicki sells real estate for 
Lambrecht Realty and is a 
member of Tau Beta 
Association, whose efforts 
benefi t the Children’s Center 
of Detroit.

the council can approve 
expenditures greater 
than $5,000, except in 
emergencies.

On Monday, April 29, 
council members sided 
with the commission and 
approved construction 
bids.

Work involves $6,950 
worth of concrete foun-
dation replacement allot-
ted to contractor McEvoy 
Concrete of Bloomfield 
Hills.

Another $9,442 con-
tract was awarded to 
Aquatic Source, of 
Brighton, to replace and 
secure the blocks’ 
anchors.

“The concrete pad that 
runs along the section of 
starting blocks needs to 
be removed; new anchors 
and bonding need to be 
installed,” Craig said.

Improvements are sup-
posed to be fi nished by 
the start of the recre-
ational swimming season 

and competitive meets 
hosted by the city’s 
Mutants summer swim 
team.

“The Mutants have 
over 250 swimmers in 
our program and the cur-
rent shape of the starting 
blocks will not allow for 
any teams to use them 
for practice or swim 
needs,” Craig said.

The Park hosts this 
summer’s 2024 Lake 
Front Swim Team pre-
lims and fi nals.

In 2021 and 2022, the 
Mutants were Lakefront 
Swimming Association 
fi nals champions.

Be a Mutant
Registration for the 

Mutants swim team is 
through Sunday, May 19. 
Try-outs are 3 to 5 p.m. 
that same day at Windmill 
Pointe Park.

Parents can meet 
coaches and learn about 
the program during a 
meeting at 7 p.m. 
Monday, May 13, at 
O k u l s k i  T h e a t e r , 
Windmill Pointe Park.

BLOCKS:
Continued from page 3A

COURTESY PHOTO

Sarah Lewicki is all smiles with her husband and 
two young sons.

State 
winner!

PHOTO COURTESY OF ANN MARIE SMIHAL

A Chanel 
handbag is 
just one sam-
ple of what’s 
in store at 
ReloveLuxe.
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FREE!FREE!
Monitored

Smoke Detector
with purchase of

security alarm and
monitoring services.
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VISITTHEPARKGP.COM

GPH Services
Grosse Pointe
Auto Repair

Grosse Pointe
Animal Clinic

The Bricks
PizzeriaO’Flaherty’s

SEE ALL THE PARK HAS TO EXPLORE...
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Hot Yoga GP

City of Grosse Pointe

Stroke of luck
A 21-year-old Detroit 

man became the suspect 
in a larceny by conver-
sion investigation after 
he was hired in early 
April to work at a restau-
rant in The Village for 
$15 an hour.

The payroll company 
inadvertently paid him 
$1,500 an hour on his 
fi rst check — amounting 
to $16,000 deposited into 
his account — and when 
the owners of the restau-
rant called him to fi x the 
mistake, he stopped 
returning calls and quit 
showing up for work.

Caught in the act
Offi cers responded to a 

larceny from auto in 
progress in the 17000 
block of Mack at 5:12 
p.m. Monday, April 22, 
and blocks away located 
a 27-year-old Detroit 
woman who fi t the sus-
pect’s description and 
was in possession of the 
stolen items.

Facebook fraud 
A 28-year-old Warren 

woman is suspected of 
defrauding a Grosse 
Pointer out of $20 after 
arranging to sell a lamp 
v i a  F a c e b o o k 
Marketplace Tuesday, 
April 23.

No ID
After being stopped at 

Mack and Washington 
for an expired license 
plate at 9:30 p.m. 
Saturday, April 27, a 
21-year-old Taylor man 
was cited for not having 
his driver’s license on 
him.

Flag on the play
When a football inad-

vertently hit a car driving 

in the 700 block of 
University at 2:40 p.m. 
Sunday, April 28, a pas-
senger exited the car and 
exchanged angry words 
with the father and son, 
including a threat.

The passenger is 
described as a black male 
in his 20s and was inside 
a black Ford Fusion. 

Suspended 
license

A 32-year-old Detroit 
woman was cited for a 
suspended license after 
being pulled over at 
Mack and Cadieux at 
12:30 a.m. Monday, April 
29, when a random 
license plate check 
revealed there was no 
insurance on the vehicle. 

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the City of 
Grosse Pointe Public 
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Farms

Asleep 
at the wheel

A 60-year-old Detroit 
man told offi cers he was 
on his way downtown to 
pick up death certifi cates 
for his job at a funeral 
home when he was found 
asleep behind the wheel 
of his car at the intersec-
tion of Lakeshore and 
Moross at 12:13 p.m. 
Monday, April 22.

A preliminary breath 
test showed his blood 
alcohol level to be 0.24 
percent, for which he 
was arrested.

Fleeing police
A 25-year-old Armada 

man is suspected of hav-

ing taken his father’s 
truck without permission 
and using it to fl ee police 
after an off-duty Farms 
offi cer reported him for 
errat ic  driving on 
Lakeshore at 11:15 a.m. 
Tuesday, April 23. 

Tinted windows
A 28-year-old St. Clair 

Shores man was arrested 
on a Woods warrant for 
driving while license sus-
pended after he was 
pulled over on Moross 
for illegally tinted front 
windows at 10:43 a.m. 
Tuesday, April 23,

Speeding
A 45-year-old Sterling 

Heights man was cited 
for speeding and driving 
on a revoked license after 
he was pulled over for 
speeding 48 mph on 
Lakeshore at 3:03 p.m. 
Saturday, April 27.

Self-defense
When pulled over on 

Mack for an expired 
plate at 7:46 p.m. 
Saturday, April 27, a 
29-year-old Detroit 
woman told officers, 
despite not having a con-
cealed carry permit, she 
keeps a handgun in her 
purse for protection, 
because she is  a 
DoorDash driver with 
her children in the car 
and refuses to become a 
victim. 

The woman was cited 
for improper transport of 
a fi rearm and the weapon 
was seized.

Close call
A vehicle alarm alerted 

homeowners in the 400 
block of Cloverly their 

2002 Chevrolet Tahoe 
was being tampered with 
at 4:09 a.m. Monday, 
April 29.

No suspects were 
located, but the driver’s 
side door lock was dam-
aged.

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Farms Public Safety, 
(313) 885-2100.

Grosse Pointe Shores

Nothing to report per 
dispatch.

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about crime to Grosse 
Pointe Shores Public 
Safety, (313) 881-5500.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Almost
A resident in the 1900 

block of Huntington 
reported someone tried 
to steal her 2016 Kia from 
her driveway between 9 
p.m. Sunday, April 21, 
and 7 a.m. Monday, April 
22.

The complainant said 
the vehicle’s driver’s side 
door was ajar, the front 
passenger window was 
smashed, the glove box 
was left open and the 
steering wheel cover was 
on the fl oor of the vehi-
cle.

Porch pirate
A package worth $200 

was stolen from the 
porch of a house in the 
19000 block of Linville 

some time before 7 p.m. 
Thursday, April 25.

Secur i ty  foo tage 
showed a black male 
grabbing the item and 
leaving in a Toyota 
Corolla.

Shady
Two black females in 

their 20s stole a pair of 
designer sunglasses 
worth $405 from a store 
in the 19300 block of 
Mack around noon 
Fr iday ,  Apr i l  26 . 
Employees said it was 
the fourth time the two 
had stolen glasses there.

Out with a bang
A 2018 Jeep was stolen 

from a driveway in the 
19000 block of Linville 
sometime overnight 
Sunday, April 28.

The owner said a 
Dodge Durango was seen 
in the area prior and 
stopped in front of the 
house. A black male was 
spotted approaching the 
locked vehicle and a loud 
bang was heard before 
the owner watched his 
Jeep being driven away.

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Woods Public Safety, 
(313) 343-2400.

Grosse Pointe Park

Theft from car
The curse of the 

unlocked parked car 
befell a resident of the 
1100 block of Lakepointe 
late last week.

B e t w e e n  n o o n 
Thursday, April 4, and 8 
a.m. the next day, some-
one entered the resi-
dent’s unlocked vehicle 
parked curbside and 
stole an $800 HP Laptop, 
$300 Nintendo Switch, 
Pixel earbuds valued at 
$200 and a Nintendo 
game costing $20.

Disorderly
Police cited a 57-year-

old male resident at 4:23 
p.m. Monday, April 22, 
for disorderly conduct in 
the area of Windmill 
Po inte  Dr ive  and 
Trombley.

A sergeant responded 
to the scene of the man 
reportedly threatening 
people while walking his 
dog.

Equipment 
stolen

Along with bicycle 
thefts, of which none 
were reported last week 
in the Park, an indicator 
of approaching spring 
weather is the theft of 
lawn equipment.

A thief or thieves tar-
geting landscapers in the 
1000 block of Berkshire 
during the hour follow-
ing 4:12 p.m. Friday, 
April 26, got away with a 
Redmax edger, weed 
whip and three blowers.

All were taken from the 
crew’s trailer while they 
worked.

— Brad Lindberg
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the Grosse 
Pointe Park Public Safety 
Department, (313) 822-
7400.

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS

between the 1300 blocks 
o f  W a y b u r n  a n d 
Maryland.

Hutch’s winning offer 
undercut more than 
industry rivals.

“The low bid amount is 
approximately 6.7 per-
cent below the engineer’s 
opinion of probable cost,” 
Droze said.

Nor does the bottom-
rung price foreshadow 
cheap workmanship.

“OHM contacted sev-
eral references for cur-
rent and past projects 
and received similar 
favorable responses for 
asphalt programs in vari-
ous communities,” Droze 
said. “Hutch Paving was 
recommended as a timely 
contractor that coordi-
nates construction sched-
uling well and completed 
work per the specifica-
tions of the city.”

“The project has been 
incorporated into the pro-
posed fiscal year 2025 
budget,” Tom Jenny, 
Park director of public 
works, wrote in a memo 
to the city council.

Members of the city 
council on Monday, April 
29, reviewed the budget. 
A final say is expected 
during a follow-up meet-
ing Monday, May 13.

Councilman Brent 
Dreaver asked whether 
leftover funds, if any, 
would be allocated for 
incidental alley and road 
repairs elsewhere in the 
city.

“They would not,” 
Sizeland said. “We are 
going to discuss an allo-

cation in the (fi scal year 
2025) budget for those 
types of touch-list items. 
Typically, we like to bun-
dle those together for a 
contractor. In the upcom-
ing budget for (fiscal 
year) 2025, there’s 
$50,000 for those types of 
repairs.”

chase and plant a 2.5-inch-
caliper tree, at 10 to 12 
feet tall, is $350.  

Donations to the effort 

are tax-deductible and 
can be made through the 
City of Grosse Pointe 
Foundation by noting in 
the memo section the 
funds are for “ReLeaf 
Grosse Pointe.”

The 150-tree goal, 

Colter noted, “is a conser-
vative number. Most 
likely (the need is) much 
larger than that, espe-
cially if you consider the 
number of trees that are 
in poor condition and on 
their way out in decline.”

TREES:

ROADS:
Continued from page 1A

Continued from page 1A
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LETTERS
The Grosse Pointe News welcomes your letters to the edi-

tor. All letters should be typed, double-spaced and signed. 

Letters longer than 250 words may be edited for length. 

All letters may be edited for content. We reserve the right 

to refuse any letter. Include daytime phone number for 

verifi cation or questions. The deadline for letters is 3 p.m. 

Monday. Letters to the editor may by emailed to editor@

grossepointenews.com.
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D
etractors of the Grosse Pointe Public 
School System Board of Education — 
or at least  the majority of the board — 
have spent the last 15 months decrying 
the use of committees across a wide 
variety of topics and issues.

We’ve heard claims this method leads to a lack of 
transparency and decisions are being made by 
unelected members. Both are false. The meetings are 
open to the public and fi nal authority rests with the 
board.

This, however, begs the question: What do these 
same people think when they read or watch news 
stories about other levels of government?

Surely they’re familiar with the “all powerful” 
Ways and Means Committee in Congress? Oddly, 
and sadly, no Washington, D.C., reporter seems 
capable of mentioning said committee without using 
that moniker.

Or that a certain piece of legislation was “voted out 
of committee along party lines”?

The committee structure is how government oper-
ates at the local, state and federal levels. Why should 
our school board operate in a vacuum?

Of course, we’ve all heard jokes about committees 
in the private sector. The best committee has three 
members and two are always absent, or a committee 
keeps minutes and loses hours.

But when used effectively and effi ciently, commit-
tees can be a vital tool. They take time to focus on a 
narrow set of issues, using the expertise of members 
in order to make suggestions to the governing body.

Granted, at the state and federal levels, committee 
members also are elected offi cials who serve in the 
larger body, but their function is the same: talk to 
experts, mull over different options and come to a 
conclusion.

A more parallel example to the school board com-
mittees would be our local municipalities. City coun-
cils in each of the fi ve Pointes have committees and 
commissions made up of appointed residents wish-
ing to share their knowledge and get involved. These 
range from planning to parks and recreation to pub-
lic works. 

Each generally has at least one council member 
who acts as a liaison between the committee and the 
voting body. The work they do can be extensive. A 
city’s planning commission, for example, can spend 
a multitude of hours over weeks and months review-
ing ordinances, hearing variance requests and giving 
approval or disapproval to site plans.

As with the school board, recommendations by 
each city’s committees and commissions can only be 
fi nalized by a vote of the governing body.

GPPSS currently has six standing committees, 
some of which meet more regularly than others. If 
all the work these committees do was only done at 
twice-monthly board meetings, we’d have a lot more 
nine-hour meetings similar to one last May, and 
that’s not even counting public comment.

But perhaps the crux of the matter is that objec-
tions to the committees really means objections to 
the level of detail these committees pay.

The board in 2022 had two committees, policy and 
facilities, which seldom met. Because each only had 
three board members, no agendas are posted for 
those meetings on the board calendar for the meet-
ings that did take place. It’s safe to say had the cur-
rent Finance and Facilities Committee been in place 
in 2022, the proposed clinic at Grosse Pointe North 
High School would not have gotten as far as it did. 
At a cost of $1 million to taxpayers to build out, that 
boondoggle would have supplied a money train to a 
local hospital while continuing to cost taxpayers 

The committee 
conundrum

OUR VIEW

MAY THE
4TH

BE WITH
YOU!

MAY THE
4TH

BE WITH
YOU!

© 2024 GPN

KNOCK
IT OFF

CHEWIE!

ILLUSTRATION BY KEN SCHOP

more money for required upkeep and main-
tenance.

An involved Finance Committee, by the 
same token, would not have allowed the dis-
trict to lose $10 million in fund equity in three 
years.

We applaud the current committees and 
the amount of work resident volunteers on 
them put in. Of note is the Community 
Engagement Committee, which helped for-
mulate the community outreach survey. 

Through it, the district hopes to gather feed-
back and the data to address its ongoing 
enrollment decline, including details from 
parents whose children once attended 
GPPSS but now are in a different school set-
ting, or those with children too young for 
school and what their eventual plays might 
be.

The survey is open through May 7 at 
tinyurl.com/gppsssurvey or via a QR code 
available on the district website.

F R O M  T H E  S U P E R I N T E N D E N T  By Dr. Andrea Tuttle

M
ay is Educator Appreciation 
Month and for Grosse 
Pointe, our educational 
team includes all the indi-
viduals who impact our stu-
dents on a daily basis, in-

cluding our custodians, paraprofessionals, 
administrators, teachers, support team 
members and more. 

My heart is full of gratitude and admira-
tion for the incredible individuals who 
shape our students’ lives on a daily basis. 
Our educational team, with 
their unwavering dedication 
and passion, breathe life into 
the very essence of education 
— making it engaging, rele-
vant, rigorous and fi lled with 
real-world applications. Their 
efforts ensure that the Grosse 
Pointe Public School System 
truly  is  a  “Distr ict  of 
Opportunities.”

It is with great pride that I say 
our commitment to placing the best educa-
tional team before your children is absolute. 
Our schools are tirelessly innovating and 
providing more opportunities than any 
other educational entity in the area, all to 
ensure each child can reach their fullest 
potential, ready for college, a career and 
whatever life may hold.

Refl ecting on the journey of education, 
from preschool through 12th grade, I’m 
reminded of a personal story about my own 
child. I once encouraged my high school-
aged son to take a culinary arts class. 
Despite reluctance and a subsequent lack 
of enthusiasm for the subject, this experi-
ence underscored a vital lesson: the impor-
tance of exploring diverse experiences. 
Discovering what doesn’t resonate with you 
is just as crucial as uncovering what does 
and sometimes, you may be surprised. This 
journey of exploration and self-discovery is 
essential, much like tasting different foods 
to fi nd out your likes and dislikes. It’s in 
these moments of trial and exploration we 
find our true passions. Sometimes we 

learned at a later age we wished we would 
have taken advantage of the opportunities 
afforded to us during our “younger” years.  

Grosse Pointe public schools are a trea-
sure trove of opportunities, supported by an 
educational team that’s nothing short of 
extraordinary. Our educators go beyond 
teaching; they build meaningful, caring 
relationships with students, embodying 
Theodore Roosevelt’s wisdom: “People 
don’t care how much you know until they 
know how much you care.” Our team’s 

devotion to building positive 
relationships, igniting the joy 
of learning and enabling every 
student to perform to the best 
of their ability is a testament to 
their passion for education and 
the future of our children.

What truly elevates our dis-
trict, however, is the incredible 
community of students and 
families. The value our families 
and community place on edu-

cation, the support that fl ows so abundantly 
within homes and the mutual encourage-
ment among students are the foundation of 
our collective success. This commitment to 
education not only fuels academic excel-
lence but also fosters a spirit of mutual 
achievement and growth.

As you explore this issue, take a moment 
to revel in the accomplishments of our stu-
dents. Their successes are a beacon of what 
we can achieve together and a reminder of 
the boundless potential that lies within our 
collaborative efforts.

Thank you for your dedication to not just 
learning, but growing together. Let’s con-
tinue to nurture this incredible community, 
for it is together that we will forge a future 
fi lled with endless possibilities.

With heartfelt appreciation and passion 
for the Grosse Pointe schools and commu-
nity,

Dr. Andrea Tuttle

Dr. Andrea Tuttle is superintendent of the 
Grosse Pointe Public School System.

May is Educator Appreciation Month
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Choose Ascension St. John Hospital

In an emergency, every second counts. That’s true when you’re 

getting care at our Level I Trauma Center for a broken bone or at 

our Comprehensive Stroke Center for signs of a stroke. It’s also the 

case when we’re caring for your child at our Ascension St. John 

Children’s Hospital Shery L. Cotton Level II Pediatric Trauma ER. 

Our experienced care teams work quickly to deliver the care that’s 

right for you and your family.

Find your nearest Ascension ER at ascension.org/MICare

When you need 
care right away

© Ascension 2024. All rights reserved.

Ascension St. John Hospital
22101 Moross Road
Detroit, MI 48236

If you or your child is experiencing a life-threatening 
emergency, go directly to the ER or dial 911.

D
uring last 
Thursday 
night’s fi rst 
round of 
the NFL 
D r a f t , 

ESPN “expert” Mel Kiper 
Jr. had six correct picks 
out of 32. 

Quite the improvement 
over 2023, when he had a 
single correct pick in the 
fi rst round. There’s a rea-
son my brother and I 
refer to mock drafts by 
Kiper and other pundits 

as “mockery drafts.”
Long-time baseball 

fans will remember the 
term “Mendoza Line.” It’s 
used regarding a position 
player failing to reach a 
.200 batting average for a 
season and is named for 
Mario Mendoza, a light-
hitting shortstop who fell 
below that threshold fi ve 
times in his nine-year 
career. 

Kiper would be lucky to 
reach it just once.

Granted, there are any 
number of reasons a 
mockery draft can fall 
apart. It only takes one 
team trading up early in 
the fi rst round or a team 
making a totally unex-
pected pick to set the rest 
of the dominoes tum-

bling. But accuracy isn’t 
the goal when it comes to 
picking drafts, national 
title winners or even mid-
week baseball games in 
August.

It’s all about the hype. 
It’s made ESPN and other 
sports networks virtually 
unwatchable. The yelling, 
the posturing, the hot 
takes. As The Beatles 
sang, “It’s All Too Much.”

SportsCenter used to 
be a joy to watch. 
Memorable hosts like 
Dan Patrick, Stuart Scott, 
Linda Cohn, Keith 
Olberman and John 
Buccigross would give 
scores and show high-
lights while mixing in 
deadpan humor, catch-
phrases and pop culture 

references to make for an 
enjoyable hour. That and 
the in-house “This is 
SportsCenter” commer-
cials featuring cameos by 
the athletes themselves 
were pure genius.

Today, everything has 
to be about point spreads, 
fantasy league statistics 
and who is dating whom. 

Now that ESPN — and 
everyone else it seems, 
including professional 
sports leagues — are in 
bed with the bookies and 
the bettors, how many 
more grains of salt are 
needed when it comes to 
what they say? If a cer-
tain spread needs to tick 
slightly one way or the 
other to help the compa-
ny’s bottom line, will all 

pertinent information be 
reported objectively? Or 
will an injury report or 
some other piece of pre-
game information be 
“accidentally” over-
looked?

At this point, aside 
from SportsCenter, there 
is very little non-game 
coverage on ESPN I can 
stomach. I enjoy the 
always magnifi cent series 
of 30-for-30 documenta-
ries, of which there have 
been far too few lately, 
and the highly entertain-
i n g  “ P a r d o n  t h e 
Interruption.”

PTI  hos ts  Tony 
Kornheiser and Michael 
Wilbon are funny, have a 
sense of history and 
always have great guests 

(Hall of Fame quarter-
back Steve Young being 
the best of the best). They 
spend part of each show 
talking about the themes 
of the moment, never 
afraid to take a shot or 
two at the hype machines 
ESPN shows each morn-
ing, and take time to 
acknowledge date-rele-
vant birthdays, mile-
stones and significant 
achievements of athletes 
from days gone by.

Of course, it shouldn’t 
be a surprise why PTI is 
so entertaining without 
being annoying. Wilbon 
and Kornheiser are long-
time newspaper report-
ers and columnists, not 
just another couple talk-
ing heads.

It’s like he gets paid to be wrong
I  S AY  By Ted O’Neil

1949
75 years ago this week

PLENTY OF ROOM IN 
PARK SCHOOLS: An 
interesting sidelight on the 
impending crowded con-
ditions of Grosse Pointe 
schools, as so strenuously 
set forth by the proponents 
of the $4,000,000 bond 
issue, is furnished by fi g-
ures obtained April 26. 
The registration as of that 
date at the Trombly school 
was only 276. The capacity 
of this school is 600 pupils. 
At the same time the regis-
tration at the Defer school 
was 345. The capacity of 
the Defer school is 650 
pupils.

MUSEUM PIECE 
RESURRECTED: Necks 
stretched, eyes popped 
and traffic slowed to a 
snail’s pace as curious 
motorists watched Ed 
Stair Jr., of Park Lane, jolt 
along Jefferson in a 1914 
Scripps-Booth cycle car at 
10 miles an hour last 
Monday afternoon. The 
bright yellow, red striped, 
chain-driven museum 
piece was found by W. J. 
Scr ipps  Jr . ,  near 
Coldwater, Michigan. The 
car was built by W. J. 
Scripps Sr.

1974
50 years ago this week

TWO NEW JUDGES 
SIT IN GP MUNICIPAL 
COURTS: Two of the 
three judges currently sit-
ting in Grosse Pointe 
municipal courts were 
newly elected in the 
November 1973 balloting. 
They are Park Judge John 
Urso, Farms Judge Robert 
Pytell and Woods Judge J. 
Patrick Denis. The fourth 
judge, Douglas Paterson, 
is on leave and has asked 
Judge Denis to assume his 
City and Shores duties. 

N E W  H E A L T H 
CENTER TO AID 
COMMUNITY: Cottage 
Hospital will share facili-
ties with the Northeast 
Guidance Center with cre-
ation this month of a 
C o m p r e h e n s i v e 
Community Mental Health 
Center, according to a 
joint announcement made 
by Dr. Eli Z. Rubin, direc-

tor of Northeast Guidance 
Center, and Ralph L. 
Wilgarde, Cottage admin-
istrator. 

1999
25 years ago this week

PARK APPROVED ST. 
AMBROSE PROJECT: 
The Grosse Pointe Park 
City Council agreed to 
vacate Wayburn at 
Jefferson as part of an 
agreement that will allow 
the St. Ambrose parish to 
build a new parish gather-
ing center. In February, 
the parish offi cially sub-
mitted plans for the gath-
ering center, which would 
be underground. The 
plans called for a portion 
of Wayburn by Jefferson 
to be vacated to additional 

parking for the parish 
could be provided and the 
center could be built.

SCHOOL DISTRICT 
C O N S I D E R S 
REOPENING BARNES: 
Grosse Pointe public 
schools are planning on 
moving several early child-
hood special education 
programs into Barnes 
school for the 1999-2000 
school year pending board 
approval. The plan, part of 
the district’s facilities com-
mittee recommendations, 
involves consolidating the 
district’s early intervention 
services, Autistic Impaired 
and Pre Primary Impaired 
and Play and Say pro-
grams, which are cur-
rently housed at Poupard 
Elementary School and 
the Kindertalk program 
currently housed at 
Richard Elementary 
School. The move also 

may include the district’s 
extended day kindergar-
ten program.

2014
10 years ago this week

OUTLAW LEAVING 
SOUTH: Grosse Pointe 
South Principal Matt 
Outlaw has offi cially been 
named superintendent of 
the Brandon School 
District and will assume 
his new duties July 1. 
Grosse Pointe Public 
S c h o o l  S y s t e m 
Superintendent Thomas 
Harwood said South staff, 
parents and students will 
have an opportunity to 
complete a survey regard-
ing the qualities they 
would like to see in the 
new South principal.

YESTERDAY’S HEADLINES



The Furniture Bank of 
Southeastern Michigan 
last week announced 
Robert Boyle, executive 
director, has accepted a 
role as principal director 
of fund development at 
t h e  T r o y - b a s e d 
Community Housing 
Network, starting June 
2024. 

Tim Waldron has been 
promoted to associate 
director and will lead 
operat ions  a t  the 
Furniture Bank as the 
board searches for a new 
executive director.

“We want to thank Rob 
for more than 15 years of 
dedicated service to the 

Furniture Bank. Over this 
time, we’ve provided 
more than 26,000 vulner-
able metro Detroit house-
holds with 200,000 items 
valued at $12 million,” 
said Wanda Van Haitsma, 
Furniture Bank board 
president. “Rob’s enthu-
siasm and passion for 
helping metro Detroit’s 
families will be hard to 
replace.”

Those interested in 
applying for the role of 
executive director of the 
Furniture Bank may visit 
furniture-bank.org/job-
opportunities/executive-
director/ to complete an 
application.

“I would like to thank 
our board of directors for 
giving me this opportu-
nity — which has been 
the most fulfi lling of my 
professional career — 
and wish the Furniture 
Bank nothing but contin-
ued success doing work 
that is so desperately 

needed in southeast 
Michigan,” said Boyle, a 
Grosse Pointe Woods 
resident. “I will miss 
working so closely with 
the friends, colleagues 
and supporters I’ve come 
to know as my Furniture 
Bank family. At the same 
time, I’ve worked with 
our close mission part-
ners at Community 
Housing Network for 
more than a decade and 
I’m excited to be joining 
an organization that’s so 
passionate about com-
bating housing instability 
in metro Detroit.”

The Furniture Bank of 
Southeastern Michigan 
provides furniture to 
families in need, creating 
a stable living environ-
ment and restoring dig-
nity to those facing tough 
t imes .  Communi ty 
Housing Network has a 
variety of programs and 
developments that help 
metro Detroit families 
and individuals establish 
and maintain affordable 
housing.

The Furniture Bank 
will take items from the 
porch or garage at no 
charge. For a $75 fee, 
trained movers will care-
fully remove mattresses, 
box springs, dressers, 
dining sets and basic liv-
ing room furniture from 
the house. The Furniture 
Bank also will remove 
items such as china cabi-
nets, desks and armoires 
for a modest charge.

Those interested in 
making a tax-deductible 
furniture donation to the 
Furniture Bank may call 
(248) 332-1300 or visit 
f u r n i t u r e - b a n k . o r g /
donate/donate-furniture/ 
to coordinate free pickup.
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CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — Community 
response has been “su-
per positive,” according 
to Manager Dominic 
Dasaro, since Licavoli’s 
Cucina opened at 16888 
Kercheval Place in The 
Village last Monday. 

“It’s not a matter of, 
‘Oh, you exist,’” he 
added. “It’s a matter of, 
‘Oh, you’re fi nally open.’ 
That’s been the general 
consensus (with) every-
body I’ve talked to.”

Hours at the location, 
which is accessible only 
from Kercheval Place, 
are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
M o n d a y  t h r o u g h 
Saturday. 

Compared to Licavoli’s 
Market & Pizzeria on 
Mack in Grosse Pointe 
W o o d s ,  L i c a v o l i ’ s 
Cucina — Italian for 
“kitchen” — is essen-
tially a miniature ver-
sion, aside from being 
able to offer the pizza, 
which wasn’t feasible in 
the space. 

“We took the all-star 
team, per se, of subs and 

salads over here,” 
Dasaro said. “So pretty 
much the eight most 
popular subs and the 
most popular salads. … 
We have our same soups 
as (at) the market. We 
stay on the same sched-
ule with that.

“We also have grab-
and-go entrees. Not the 
full array (as) at the mar-
ket, but we keep a few 
stocked for people to just 
grab some and walk out.”

While a smattering of 
tables, meant for two, 
line the wall, the concept 
is largely focused on 

takeaway. 
Opening a Licavoli’s 

location in The Village, 
Dasaro said, aimed to 
deliver, “the experience 
of the market in The 
Village, enabling people 
that are in walking dis-
tance to The Village to 
get over here and not 
have to make the trip 
over to the market.

“ O b v i o u s l y ,  w e 
weren’t able to provide 
the pizza, but if we 
wanted to fit a pizza 
oven here, it probably 
would have to double as 
a table.”

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Licavoli’s Cucina now open in Village

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Licavoli’s Cucina opened at 16888 Kercheval Place 
in The Village last week and is accessible only from 
Kercheval Place, which runs parallel to Kercheval. 

CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — J.McLaughlin 
opened its Village loca-
tion fi ve years ago this 
week, in response to 
Grosse Pointe regulars at 
its Somerset Collection 
location expressing an 
interest in having the re-
tailer closer to home. 

“We started as a pop-
up because of that,” store 
manager Lynn Arrington 
said. “They brought us 
here and then they con-
tinued to support (us) 
and then we ended up 
staying.”

To celebrate its five-
year anniversary at 
17121 Kercheval, J.
McLaughlin will host a 
Kentucky Derby-themed 
event from 2 to 6 p.m. 
Thursday, May 2, includ-

ing specialty cocktails, 
light bites and spring 
shopping. 

“It’s basically our 
thank you to Grosse 
Pointe for supporting us 
for all these years,” 
Arrington said, adding 
attendees are invited to 
wear their Derby best. 
“… So many of (our cus-
tomers) we know so well 
on a fi rst-name basis. We 
know about their fami-
lies, we know about their 
pets, because we see 
them all the time.

“… It’s all about mak-
ing a friend, not a cus-
tomer.”

Patsy Gotfredson and 
Catherine McCuish — 
J.McLaughlin customers 
who work in connection 
w i t h  T a u  B e t a 
Association — will host 
the event, from which 15 
percent of sales will be 

donated to Tau Beta. The 
charitable organization 
partners  wi th  the 
Children’s Center of 
Detroit to benefi t thou-
sands of at-risk children 
and families. 

J.McLaughlin has part-
nered with Tau Beta 
Association a number of 
times, Arrington said, 
“because of the wonder-
ful work they do with 
children.”

The event is open to 
the public and expected 
to highlight the family-
owned retailer’s connec-
tions with the Grosse 
Pointe community and 
beyond. 

“I have a customer who 
lives in Jackson, Mich., 
and she’s going to drive 
down from Jackson 
because of our anniver-
sary party,” Arrington 
said.

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

J.McLaughlin in The Village turns 5

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

J.McLaughlin will celebrate its fi ve-year anniversary in The Village with a 
Kentucky Derby-themed event 2 to 6 p.m. Thursday, May 2.

Boyle departs The Furniture Bank, 
joins Community Housing Network
Furniture Bank initiates 
search for new executive director

Robert Boyle
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GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Added to the little 
growing things at Defer 
Elementary School is a 
white fl owering crabap-
ple.

Among campus famil-
iars with which it shares 
common roots, the tree 
bursts with potential.

“The buds are red, but 
it’s going to fl ower white 
next week,” said Brian 
Colter, city forester.

Five members of the 
school’s student Green 
Team helped plant the 
6-foot sapling last week 
on the front lawn near the 
greenhouse.

“I started being on the 
Green Team this year,” 
said Levin Brass-Beers, 
third grade. “It’s pretty 
fun because you can write 
environmental tips and 
they get put in the Defer 
newsletter.”

“Second graders are 
mentees to our (third-
grade) mentors,” said 

parent Lindsay Studders, 
leader of the school PTO’s 
beautifi cation committee. 
“We just added them to 
our program so they can 
learn the ropes.”

As though on cue, sec-
ond grader and fi rst-year 
team member Lewis 
Rorai said, “I’m in year 
one, so I don’t know that 
much yet.”

Colter handed him a 
watering can from which 
Rorai gave the tree its 
fi rst drink.

“It’s good practice to 
water newly planted 
trees,” Colter told the 
group. “It helps soil settle 
around the roots.”

Colter, a member of the 
c i ty  Beaut i f icat ion 
Commission, planted the 
tree Wednesday morn-
ing, April 24. The occa-
sion coincided with the 
middle of Arbor Week, 
culminating on Arbor 
Day, always the last 
Friday of April.

“It’s a day we celebrate 
trees because we need 
trees to live,” Colter said 

to the group. “They pro-
duce oxygen. The more 
trees the better.”

“It’s a great opportunity 
to partner with the com-
munity,” Principal Lisa 
Rheaume said.

While they spoke, doz-
ens of children inside the 
school waved from 
behind classroom win-
dows.

Team members spend a 
great deal of their time 
promoting recycling.

“They call me the jack-
of-all-trades because I do 
a lot,” said Khaia Dupree, 
third-grade member. 
“They put me in charge of 
two groups, mostly recy-
cling every Wednesday 
and Friday. That’s pretty 
much it.”

“It helps the environ-
ment and it’s just really 
fun,” said Kate Palmer, 
third grade.

“We help the environ-
ment,” said Maddie Byrn, 
second-grade member. 
“We do things that are 
better for the environ-
ment.”

Arbor Day tree for Defer
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

Defer Green Team students Levin Brass-Beers, Khaia Dupree, Kate Palmer, 
Maddie Byrn and Lewis Rorai watch as Lisa Kyle, chairwoman of the Grosse 
Pointe Park Beautifi cation Commission, fi lls the hole around the newly planted 
snowdrift crabapple tree with dirt. Holding the tree is Brian Colter, city forester 
for Grosse Pointe Park, Farms and City.

Defer Green Team students, Levin Brass-Beers, Khaia Dupree, Kate Palmer, 
Maddie Byrn watch as Lewis Rorai waters the newly planted snowdrift crabap-
ple tree.

Taking root at Maire
In recognition of Arbor Day, Maire Elementary School Green Team students 

plant a Bur oak tree — which boasts the largest acorns of all oak trees and has 
a lifespan of between 200 and 400 years — near the school along Notre Dame 
Tuesday, April 23.

Because the City’s Urban Forestry Commission has no funding left in its bud-
get for the year, City of Grosse Pointe Councilman Seth Krupp — also a member 
of the commission — purchased the tree at his own expense. 

Alaina Bush, a commissioner on the Urban Forestry Commission and 
Advanced Master Gardner, Brandon Phifer, Pierce Insisiengmay, Adalyn 
Hernandez, Adele Celebi, Emil Landsberg, Lucy Wehrmann, Elle Shiftan, 
Rosie Battjes and Maire Principal Nicole Filiccia listen as Grosse Pointe Park 
and City of Grosse Pointe City Forester Brian Colter talks about how to proper-
ly plant a tree, the importance of Arbor Week and the importance of trees.

After each 
member is 
given a 
gallon jug 
of water, 
Green 
Team stu-
dents wa-
ter the 
newly 
planted 
Bur oak 
tree.

Rosie Battjes, Adalyn 
Hernandez, Maire 
Principal Nicole Filiccia, 
Lucy Wehrman, Elle 
Shiftan, Adele Celebi, 
forester Brian Colter, 
Braxton Phifer, Pierce 
Insisiengmay, Emil 
Landsberg and Urban 
Forestry Commissioner 
Alaina Bush stand 
around the Bur oak tree 
they planted.

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT
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      From bell to bell & y beyond &

“What I like aboutmy teacher isthey are funnyand gives ussecond chances.”

“I love how kind
they are and I
love how they

smile. I love when
they greet us

when we come in
to the classroom.”

“I love that my
teacher is

always kind to
me and the

class.”

“My favorite thing
about my teacher
is that she doesn’t
care about looks. It
is the inside that

she loves the most.
She is the best
teacher ever!”

“My favorite thing

about my teacher

is that she is the
most funniest
teacher in the
world and she is

the best teacher in
the world.”

“Something I
love about my
teacher is they
always make me

laugh.”

“I love my
teacher because
he is always in a
good mood and
always thinking

of us.”

“One thing I love

about my
teacher is she

always does her

best to make

things fun for
us!”

“Something I loveabout myteacher is howwell they explainstuff and makeour schedule.”

“What I love aboutmy teacher is sheis so inspiring andkind and makeslearning fun. She isthe best teacherever and no onecan be better.”

“Teachers are
really caring.”

“Something I loveabout my teacheris that they alwaysmake me smile!If something iswrong, they willalways make sure Iam OK!”

�������� �� ��� ������� ���������
����������� � �������!

GROSSE POINTE SCHOOLS: A CENTURY OF ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
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A newly renovated his-
toric home awaits visitors 
to the 25th and final 
Designers’ Show House, 
hosted by the Junior 
League of Detroit. 

A team of 19 designers 
has been hard at work the 
past several months put-
ting their personal 
touches on various rooms 
and spaces throughout 
the house located at 315 
Lakeland in the City of 
Grosse Pointe. The 
8,500-square-foot Tudor 
was  des igned  by 
renowned architect 
George D. Mason and 
built in 1929, for Dr. J. 
Milton Robb. Its historic 
features were among the 
reasons it was selected.

“We started over a year 
ago, looking at properties 
in Indian Village and on 
Boston Boulevard,” said 
Ann Baxter, who is co-
chairing the event with 
Julia Keim. “We were 
looking at houses of sig-
nifi cance, to go out with 
one of the most beautiful 
properties and events we 
could.”

A fi ckle housing market 
limited their search; the 
committee likes to feature 
homes “without a home-
owner,” that are on the 
market.

“Through luck and con-
nections, we found a fam-
ily who was actually 
willing to move out,” 
Baxter added. “It’s 
tougher — this is some-
body’s home and it’s not 
for sale — but they’re get-
ting every single thing 
papered and painted and 
updated. That makes it 
easy to justify moving out 
for that five-month 
period.”

Though it’s not the big-
gest Show House, it defi -
nitely has history and 
charm. The co-chairs 
noted its “fascinating 
rooms” and “unique 
architecture.” Most 
importantly, they deter-
mined the public would 
pay to see it fully redeco-
rated.

“We were lucky, too, 
with easy parking,” 

Baxter said. “There’s 
parking across the street 
at Neff Park. The City has 
been great to work with.”

With the house secured, 
the next task was inviting 
designers — some Show 
House veterans, others 
newbies who came highly 
recommended.

“The designers came, 
walked through the 
empty rooms and decided 
which room they would 
like to decorate,” Keim 
said, noting each designer 
submitted their top three 
choices. “Among them 
this year are more design-
ers who are designing the 
rooms for themselves. We 
told them to do what 
they’ve always wanted to 
do in their own space. 
That’s one thing that 
makes this house unique 
to several of our last 
houses. It’s unique on a 
design level.”

The designers submit-
ted mood boards, dia-
grams and other details to 
explain their visions for 
the rooms. Once assign-
ments were made, the 
work began.

“When the designers 

are chosen, they’re mostly 
blind chosen based on 
what their proposal was 
and how well they could 
interpret the design,” 
Baxter said. “We’ve got 
old designer friends, new 
designers who haven’t 
done a show house 
before, young designers. 
The enthusiasm from 
young designers is mar-
velous. They walk in the 
door grinning.”

Now, the newly rede-
signed house — and 
newly landscaped yards 
— are ready for the pub-
lic. According to the co-
chairs, these pros did not 
disappoint. 

“There are two or three 
rooms I could just move 
into,” Keim said. “… It’s 
very different on the 
inside than how it looks 
on the outside. What you 
think you’re going to see 
when you walk in is 
totally different, but fun.”

Typical of a Designers’ 
Show House, rooms not 
only showcase eye-catch-
ing designs, but also 
prompt visitors with fresh 
ideas to bring home.

“There are some 

unusual ways to use some 
things,” Baxter said, 
explaining a banquette 
and chairs in the living 
room could easily serve 
as a place to eat dinner. 
“Closets (were turned) 
into bars and library 
shelves. There are two 
rooms with wine coolers.”

In a time where HGTV 
boasts episode after epi-
sode of home-improve-
ment shows, one may 
wonder if a Designers’ 
Show House is effective.

“It goes back to the 
designers, having their 
own creativity,” Keim 
said. “There’s no open 
concept here, no shiplap, 
no tile except for the 
kitchen. You see things 
here you don’t see on 
social media.”

Added Baxter, “And 
you see them respecting 
the age of the house. 
When you see it in per-
son, you think, ‘I can do 
that in my house.’

“You can’t get this 
experience watching 
HGTV,” she added. “You 
have to see it in person.”

Baxter and Keim are no 
strangers to Designers’ 

Show Houses. The pair 
have chaired nearly every 
committee or house more 
than 20 times. They even 
paired up to chair a house 
on the same street in 
1996. But times are not 
quite what they once 
were.

“Getting houses is not 
as easy as it used to be,” 
Baxter said. “You’re on 
this every single day. It’s 
a lot of work. There are 
housing market changes. 
We’ve been doing this 
since 1976 — that’s 50 
years of Show Houses. 
We felt it was a good time 
to explore different 
means of fundraising 
going forward.”

JLD President Mary 
Hol lens  conf i rmed 
despite its popularity, this 
will be the JLD’s final 
Show House.

“We have so many 
m e m b e r s  w o r k i n g 
throughout the day,” she 
said. “A lot of women 
didn’t have the time to 
dedicate to the Show 
House. It’s a year of plan-
ning and another six to 
eight months for execu-
tion. Everything is done 

by volunteers. We have 
great participation over 
the weekends, but 
through the week we 
weren’t having the level 
of involvement needed.

“Show House is a great 
event, but Show House is 
not Junior League,” she 
stressed. “We do feel the 
league has additional 
opportunities for fund-
raisers that are effective 
with our neighborhoods 
and communities.”

New events to raise 
funds and support the 
community are being 
reviewed, though no deci-
sions have been made. 
Hollens said ideally they’ll 
host a major event, a large 
secondary event and an 
additional third event.

“Someth ing  tha t 
wouldn’t take as long as 
Show House, but it will be 
complicated,” she said. “It 
will generate quite a bit of 
revenue, but it will be a 
buildable event — some-
thing we can grow, some-
thing people will look 
forward to. And we’ll 
have other events 
throughout the year that 
our members can sup-
port, events I think our 
members will enjoy rep-
resenting the league and 
raising funds.”

“All the money we 
make goes to the city of 
Detroit,” Baxter noted. 
“We partner with commu-
nity groups in the city. 
This is a means to support 
the good works Junior 
League does all over the 
city.”

Since 1976, Designers’ 
Show Houses have netted 
nearly $5 million and 
funded a variety of proj-
ects, from forming the 
Belle Isle Sensory Trail in 
1980, to creating the 
Pediatric Mobile Team 
with Children’s Hospital 
of Michigan in the mid-
’90s, to establishing pro-
grams that promote 
healthy eating for low-
income families and serv-
ing the  homeless 
population.

“Every couple of years 
we review the needs in 
the city and figure out 

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Junior League hosts fi nal Designers’ Show House May 4-19

A selection of 
2024 Show 
House rooms, 
from left, the 
Tuscan lounge 
and bath, de-
signed by 
Tiffany Cobb of 
Tiffany Rene 
Interior Design; 
the primary 
bedroom, de-
signed by 
Wanda Brown 
of Wanda 
Brown Interior 
Designs; and 
the retreat, de-
signed by 
Alexandra 
Decker of A. 
Decker Design.

PHOTOS BY 
RENEE LANDUYT

The conservatory, designed by Claudette Wellens of LaShee Floral & Events. See HOUSE, page 7B
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Leading up to its lake-
front celebration of the 
80th anniversary of 
D-Day next month, The 
War Memorial will host 
an exhibition and a series 
of lectures following the 
theme, “We’ve Got Your 
Back” — the sentiment of 
many Detroiters assuring 
Allied Forces of their 
support during World 
War II.

See it
The exhibition, which 

o p e n s  6 : 3 0  p . m . 
Thursday, May 9, fea-
tures items on loan from 
the Michigan Military 
Technical and Historical 
Society in Eastpointe.

“It is a treasure trove of 
history,” said Karen 
Pope, president of the 
Grosse Pointe Artists 
Association, who orga-
nized the exhibition and 
lecture series. “Chris 
Causley, the president, 
combed through the col-
lections, combining post-
ers and artifacts for the 
exhibition. All industry in 
all of Michigan came to 
the forefront to supply 
the Allied Forces. Willow 
Run was turning out an 
airplane every 63 min-
utes.”

It’s not an exaggera-
tion. In a letter to Pope, 
Causley writes, “In the 
air, aircraft, some with 
fuselages made by Ford, 
Briggs and Hudson, were 
propelled along by 
engines made by Ford, 
Buick, Packard and 
Studebaker, driving pro-
p e l l e r s  m a d e  b y 
Kelvinator in Lansing. 
They bristled with .50-cal-
iber machine guns made 
by Delco Spark Plug in 
Flint, dropping bombs 
made by McInerney 
Spring and Wire Co., in 
Grand Rapids from 
release shackles made by 
Sparks and Withington in 
Jackson. Moreover, when 
the worst happened, the 
crews may have fl oated 
to safety under para-
chutes made by National 
Auto Fiber in Detroit.”

He goes on to list 
ground support supplies, 
from helmets made by 
McCord in Detroit with 
liners made in Capac; 
.30-caliber Brownings 
and M1 Carbines made 
by Saginaw Steering 
Gear; tanks and tank 
destroyers built in 
Warren, Grand Blanc, 
Livonia and Detroit; jump 
jackets made by Manistee 
Garment Co., and so on. 

More efforts were con-

tributed to troops at sea, 
from guns to vests to the 
Destroyer Escort USS 
Rich.

“These are just a few 
examples — to list all the 
Michigan-made items 
that supported the inva-
sion and final victory 
would be impossible — 
but as you can see, the 
state provided more than 
the commonly known 
trucks, tanks and planes,” 
Causley noted. “It is an 
important story in its own 
right, for without the con-
tribution and ingenuity of 
our industry, the heroic 
tales of the frontline sol-
diers may have had a dif-
ferent outcome.”

Among the nearly 40 
artifacts to be displayed 
are an auxiliary fi reman’s 
helmet in the “Kelly” 
style, made of steel, 
painted red and marked 
in front with a Maltese 
red cross on a white tri-
angle inside a blue circle; 
Blue Star and Gold Star 
banner documents; a 
“This is a V Home” civil-
ian defense window card; 
a 1943 copy of “Cooking 
on a Ration or, Food Can 
Still Be Fun,” by Marjorie 
Mills; a ration book wal-
let; a Detroit Air Raid 
Warden ID card; assorted 
posters, photographs and 
other items.

The exhibition will be 
displayed in The War 
Memorial ’s  Patr iot 
Gallery 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
daily through Monday, 
June 10.

Hear it
Corresponding with 

the exhibition is a series 
of four lectures, kicking 
off at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, 
May 9, with an overview 

of Detroit manufacturing 
focused on the war effort. 

June 6, 1944, was the 
day Allied Forces estab-
lished a beachhead in 
Normandy, opening the 
way for more than 
326,000 troops to arrive, 
along with 50,000 vehi-
cles and 100,000 tons of 
equipment to use in their 
drive to clear northern 
France of German forces 
and liberate Paris. Detroit 
was one of the biggest 
contributors to the war 
effort and was part of 
“ T h e  A r s e n a l  o f 
Democracy,” a term 
coined by President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

Grosse Pointe Farms 
resident Ron Lamparter, 
founder of the Defense 
Corridor Center for 
Co l labora t ion  and 
Synergy, or DC3S, will 
present the lecture. He’ll 
be introduced by Alan 
Wagner, a City of Grosse 
Pointe resident and CEO 
of Liteborne Motor Corp. 

The series continues 
6:30 p.m. Thursday, May 
16, with a presentation 
by the Willow Run 
Chapter of the American 
Rosie  the  Riveter 
Association, who will dis-
cuss the many ways 
women contributed dur-
ing World War II.

“The ramp up in pro-
duction needed workers, 
so a lot of people came 
from the South,” Pope 
said, “but also, women 
came to work, which is 
where Rosie the Riveter 
came in.”

The presentation high-
lights the breadth of war 
production everywhere, 
according to ARRA 
President Jeannette 
Gutierrez, who said lec-
ture highlights include 
the many ways women 

stepped up, from war 
production and essential 
civilian jobs to the Armed 
Forces, volunteering and 
more.

“The presentation 
includes a colorful slide-
show and I’ll set up a 
World War II artifact 
table that sparks conver-
sation,” she wrote in a 
letter to Pope. “The Q&A 
session afterwards is 
always lively and I learn 
as much from the audi-
ence and their family sto-
ries as they learn from 
me.”

“This is not just about 
women in factories,” 
Pope said. “It’s women in 
the Armed Forces and 
volunteers. The secretary 
of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff was from Grosse 
Pointe:  WAC Sgt . 
Margaret Ahlstrom. 
Women really took on a 
much stronger role.”

For the 6:30 p.m. lec-
ture Thursday, May 23, 
John Rusche provides an 
insider’s look at the Jam 
Handy Organization, 
noted for its ability to cre-
ate easy-to-understand 
tutorials. 

“He made 7,000 train-
ing films,” Pope noted. 
“The creativity of mar-
keting for auto compa-
nies turned into advocacy 
for the troops. Jam 
Handy made films to 
teach mechanics about 

cars and car repairs. For 
the war, he used the 
same skill to train the 
troops.”

The final lecture 
focuses on the impor-
tance of victory gardens. 
Alaine Bush of the Grosse 
Pointe Garden Center 
leads the lecture, set for 
6:30 p.m. Thursday, May 
30.

“Victory gardens were 
really essential,” Pope 
said. “You were supposed 
to eat as many fresh veg-
etables as you could, 
because canned goods 
were very hard to come 
by; they needed the 
metal.

“… The whole effort, it 
really was a full-court 
press to support every-
one , ”  she  added . 
“Everything seemed to be 
totally focused on win-
ning.” 

That’s exactly the 
atmosphere Pope hopes 
people will feel through 
the exhibition and lec-
tures, providing context 
of what was happening 
on the home front during 
the war. It was a team 
effort then, just as it was 
arranging this series.

“The Grosse Pointe 
Artists Association part-
ners with The War 
Memorial, so we really 
got on board and helped 
with this,” Pope said. “We 
just rallied the forces. So 

many people were willing 
to help; it was an all-out 
effort by so many groups 
in the community. And 
everyone is excited to 
relive those days.

“It really is engaging,” 
she added. “It really is 
about the home front and 
how much they partici-
pated in supporting the 
troops. We’ve been work-
ing with people who are 
really serious about 
remembering this period. 
They are well-founded 
with information. This is 
their exhibition and lec-
ture series. I hope we can 
do it justice. They’ve 
devoted so much of their 
talents to saving the 
memories.”

Grand fi nale
“We’ve Got Your Back” 

culminates with an 80th 
anniversary commemo-
ration of D-Day begin-
ning at 6 p.m. Thursday, 
June 6, on the lakefront 
lawn of The War 
Memorial, home of “Les 
Braves II, at Water’s 
Edge,” a twin of the 
sculpture dedicated on 
Normandy Beach in 
honor of the 60th anni-
versary of D-Day.

“We’ll have a short cer-
emony,” War Memorial 
CEO Maria Miller said. 
“We’re lining up our vet-
eran speakers. We’ll also 
have a flyover/airshow 
and a reverent musical 
performance that is suc-
cinct. The airshow will be 
pretty spectacular.”

Following the cere-
mony, Rhythm Society 
Orchestra will perform a 
1940s USO-style show of 
swing music. Food trucks 
and beverages for pur-
chase also will be avail-
able.

“We’ll also have a cool 
exhibit called CAF Rise 
Above,” Miller added. 
“They’ll be here June 5 
through 8. It’s a traveling 
exhibit that’s a mobile 
movie theater. They’ll 
show a couple short Rise 
Above films about the 
Tuskegee Airmen (and 
Women Airforce Service 
Pilots) and what they 
went through. It’s very 
educational, but also for 
all ages. It’s an immer-
sive experience on the 
back property.”

CAF Rise Above will be 
open noon to 7 p.m. dur-
ing the D-Day celebra-
tion. 

All are welcome to the 
free family-friendly cele-
bration; however, regis-
tration is required.

“To be able to honor 
both the anniversary of 
D-Day and the statue of 
‘Les Braves’ — the only 
sister monument in the 
world — feels right to 
us,” Miller said. “We 
want to do it. It’s part of 
our heritage, part of our 
legacy. It’s our honor to 
do it.”

For more information, 
visit the events page at 
warmemorial.org. 

All photos are part of 
the Michigan Military 
Technical & Historical 
Society collection and are 
courtesy of Chris Causley.

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

‘We’ve Got Your Back’
Lecture series, exhibition 
culminate with D-Day 
celebration at War Memorial

An overhead view of the Willow Run Bomber Plant in Ypsilanti.

This “I Gave a Man” war bond poster was printed 
circa 1943.

Dr. Pepper’s “Onward Garden Soldiers” poster, printed circa 1942, had a “V for 
Victory” motif. 

Joe Louis was featured on this 1940’s-era poster.
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The Grosse Pointe 
Academy’s 56th Action 
Auction promises a night 
of fabulous food, spectac-
ular auction items and 
support for the esteemed 
school, which nurtures, 
challenges and inspires 
children age 2½ through 
eighth grade.

“Dream Big: Live Your 
Story” takes place 
Saturday, May 11, at The 
A c a d e m y ’ s  T r a c y 
Fieldhouse, which will be 
transformed into a beauti-
ful event space for the 
evening.

Beginning at 5 p.m., 
guests will sip cocktails 
while browsing and bid-
ding on hundreds of silent 
and super-silent auction 
items. A seated dinner by 
Two Unique Caterers and 
a live auction featuring 21 
big-ticket items begin at 8 
p.m. The event concludes 
with an afterparty featur-
ing late-night snacks, 
cocktails, dancing and 

live music by Your 
Generation in Concert.

The afterglow is spon-
sored by Detroit Wing 
Co., and features two dip-
ping sauces created by 
Academy students, who 
competed for the honor 
during “The Amazing 
Shake” earlier this school 
year .  S ixth-grader 
Isabelle Elley and eighth-
grader Enzo Colombo 
created Chile y Limon 
and Angry Canadian 
sauces, respectively. The 
fl avors were sold at the 
Detroit Wing Co.’s Mack 
location for a limited 
time, but were recreated 
for the Action Auction.

Event co-chairs are 
E r i c a  a n d  P e t e r 
Panagopoulos and Olivia 
and Dominic Paluzzi, 
who have been working 
more than a year on the 
details of the school’s 
popular fundraiser.

“I’m excited for the 
event to fi nally get here,” 
Erica Panagopoulos said. 
“It’s a lot of planning. The 
event is going to be amaz-

ing. I can’t wait to get to 
it.”

“From donors to spon-
sors, the excitement to 
participate in this auction 
is overwhelming,” added 
Olivia Paluzzi, noting 
auction items are still 
coming in, so a few sur-
prises may be in store.

Mark Schroeder of 
Auction Brio in San 
Antonio returns as the 
event auctioneer. He’ll 
tempt guests with an 
array of live auction items 
such as a diamond tennis 
necklace courtesy of 
edmund t .  AHEE 
Jewelers; a Tahitian pearl 
necklace courtesy of 
LaLonde Jewelers & 
Gemologists; and the use 
of a Comerica Park suite 
for 20 people, with the 
bidder’s choice of a 
Detroit Tigers game — 
including throwing out 
the first pitch — or a 
Green Day concert.

Those who want to 
sneak a peek at silent and 
super-silent auction items 
can check them out — 

and place their bids — as 
early as noon Monday, 
May 6, by visiting gpa.
cbo.io

Potential bidders don’t 
need to attend the event 
to place a bid. Free bidder 
numbers are offered to 
those interested.

Also up for grabs is the 
raffl e prize, “A Season of 
Shoes and Handbags,” 
donated by raffl e sponsor 
Neiman Marcus.

Additionally, story-
books that were created 
by students will be avail-
able for purchase.

“For each class in the 
early school and each 
grade in the main school, 
they created a story,” 
Paluzzi said. “Each child 
has created a page them-
selves.”

Added Panagopoulos, 
“Each class decided what 
they wanted to write 
about, so they’re all dif-
ferent.”

Parents can purchase 
any number of story-
books; cost is $56 each.

“You don’t have to bid 
for it,” Paluzzi noted. “If 
you want one, you get 
one.”

While general auction 
proceeds translate into 
unrestricted funds for 

The Academy, the paddle 
raise portion this year will 
benefit teachers at the 
school.

“We want to support 
our most valuable assets 
— our faculty and staff,” 
said Emily Scupholm, 
Academy director of 
development. “And a por-
tion will go to an endowed 
fund to support future ini-
tiatives.”

The event further sup-
ports Academy teachers 
as this year’s honorary 
chairs is the 2023-24 fac-
ulty.

“We chose them 
because of the theme, 
‘Dream Big,’” Paluzzi 
said. “We felt the faculty 
was the most appropriate 
as honorary chairs, to 
thank them for encourag-
ing our children’s big 
dreams.

“… We wanted a whim-
sical feel to the auction,” 
she added. “As mothers of 
daughters, we always 
think of dreams. Dreams 
shouldn’t be limited; 
dreams should be big. 
Focusing on the children 
is how we came up with 
the theme. It’s a big part 
of the story of The 
Academy, from the early 
school to eighth grade. 

We love this school; it’s 
where you become part of 
a family, part of a com-
munity. These are step-
ping stones to our kids’ 
futures and their dreams.”

Organizers expect 
more than 400 guests, 
from past and present 
parents to alumni to pro-
spective parents. Ages 21 
and older are invited.

“Al l  independent 
schools have to do fund-
raisers,” Scupholm said. 
“Even though this is a 
beautiful lakefront cam-
pus and a beautiful com-
munity, there’s no state 
funding. Tuition doesn’t 
cover the cost of educat-
ing a child. This is not 
unique to us, though we 
are one of the longest-
running ones. While it’s a 
great, fun party, it’s very 
important that funds are 
raised. The work that’s 
done is much needed and 
critical to Grosse Pointe 
Academy. It’s not just 
about a party.”

“The ultimate goal,” 
Paluzzi added, “it’s for the 
kids. Everything we’re 
doing, even supporting 
our teachers, is to support 
the students.”

For details or tickets, 
visit cbo.io/gpa/tix

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

56th Action Auction invites community to ‘Dream Big’

Far left, a dia-
mond tennis 
necklace do-
nated by ed-
mund t. AHEE 
Jewelers. 
Left, a 
Tahitian pearl 
necklace do-
nated by 
LaLonde 
Jewelers & 
Gemologists. 
Below, live 
the “Suite 
Life” Your 
Way with a 
Comerica 
Park suite for 
20, for either a 
Detroit Tigers 
game or 
Green Day 
concert.

COURTESY 
PHOTOS

Online component goes live May 6

2024 Action Auction co-chairs, from left, Peter and Erica Panagopoulos and 
Olivia and Dominic Paluzzi.

The Grosse Pointe 
Garden Center hosts the 
lecture, “How to Make a 
Butterfly Garden with 
John Blair,” at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, May 2, at The 
War Memorial ,  32 
Lakeshore ,  Grosse 
Pointe Farms.

Blair, a retired auto-
motive engineer, is no 
stranger to creating suc-
cessful pollinator gar-
dens. He created his fi rst 

at his home in Westland, 
which during seven sum-
mers grew to more than 
5,000 square feet in size 
with 130 species of 
native plants and 38 dif-
ferent species of butter-
fl y visitors. 

In 2019, having fi lled 
all available gardening 
space, he and his wife 
moved to a new home in 
rural Brooklyn, Mich. On 
their approximately nine 

acres, he is making even 
more butterfl y and polli-
nator habitats through 
restoring large tracts of 
land to original prairie 
with native plants, creat-
ing a gigantic butterfl y 
and pollinator habitat.

His work has appeared 
in Fine Gardening maga-
z i n e ,  M i c h i g a n 
Gardener, the Detroit 
Free Press and the 
Garden Answer YouTube 

channel. He also has 
written articles on but-
terfly gardening for 
Michigan Gardener 
magazine.

During the lecture, he 
will share the important 
design elements needed 
to create a successful 

butterfl y garden, includ-
ing plant selection, use 
of native plants, prepara-
tion and selection of the 
site, as well as other 
important steps that will 
bring butterflies and 
other pollinators to the 
garden.

For more information 
about his May 2 talk, 
visit gpgardencenter.org/ 
or call (313) 889-1647.

To register for the talk, 
visit eventbrite.com/e/
how-to-make-a-butter
f l y - g a r d e n - t i c k e t s -
837785156957

Learn to make a butterfl y garden at May 2 lecture
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Every manufacturer of a 
product designed espe-
cially for senior citizens 
knows my address, email 
and telephone number. I 
get advertisements from 
funeral homes. I get a 
pitch for items “paid for by 
Medicare” nearly every 
week. A company that 
sells walk-in bathtubs 
knows my email address, 
as do several hearing aid 
manufacturers and 
pseudo-medical establish-
ments touting cures for 
everything from back 
pain, arthritis, peripheral 
neuropathy, thinning hair, 
painful veins, bad hearts, 
failing eyesight, leaky 
bladders and worse. The 
Cremation Society appar-
ently has me on speed dial.

A few weeks ago I got a 

note from the American 
Red Cross offering a work-
book to help me “write my 
will and plan my future.” 
It’s free and the ARC says 
it’s waiting for me. 
Imagine! It’s waiting!

I already have a will, 
albeit an old one. It prob-
ably needs updating, 
although I can’t for the life 
of me (play on words 
intended) think what I 
would change.

I have an estate plan, an 
advance directive and a 
person appointed for the 
nasty task of saying, “Yes, 
pull the plug and let her 
go,” should I become brain 
dead or hopelessly ill with 
no chance of recovery.

I have a list of who gets 
my valued possessions. 
My favorites, however, are 

not especially in demand 
by younger family mem-
bers. My children and 
grandchildren are not arm 
wrestling each other for 
ownership of my silver 
flatware. I have a five-
piece place setting for two 
dozen people, plus spe-
cialty items like pickle 
forks, sugar spoons, butter 
knives and so on. It seems 
Gen-Xers and Gen-Yers 
aren’t fond of silver fl at-
ware or silver bowls or sil-
ver tea services or silver 
anythings. Requires too 
much polishing, I guess. 

I sold my piano. Nobody 
wanted it because they 
already had one or they 
don’t know how to play it 
or don’t have the least 
desire to learn to play the 
piano. A grandson wants 

my mattress because it’s a 
T e m p u r - P e d i c  — 
extremely bouncy and 
poofy and comfy. He likes 
to stretch out on it when 
he visits me. If I die in that 
bed, I hope it’s a clean 
death — no blood or 
spilled body fluids, etc. 
Ick.

I have a marble-topped 
table on wooden legs that 
were crafted and carved 
by my great-grandfather, a 
cabinetmaker. One of my 
three daughters is mildly 
interested.

I have an old treadle-
powered Singer sewing 
machine that, according to 
family lore, was used to 
sew Civil War uni-
forms. Now there’s a bit of 
interesting family history. 
Nobody wants it. 

I found the Singer serial 
number and looked it up 
online. My sewing 
machine was manufac-
tured in 1900, some 35 
years after the war ended. 
Family history be damned.

That reminds me of one 
of my favorite plays, 
“Lettice and Lovage,” by 
Peter Shaffer. It’s about a 
docent who gives tours in 
a dreary old English 
manor called Fustian 
House. The few-and-far-
between visitors are uni-
versally bored to tears by 
her rehearsed speech. 
Lettice Douffet, the 
docent, has a fl air for the 
dramatic and decides to 
add a little juice to the 
facts. She conjures up dra-
matic scenes that suppos-
edly took place on the 
stairway, for starters. 
Visitors perk up. More vis-
itors come. She adds more 
— a tragic wedding and a 
murder that supposedly 
took place on the prop-
erty. Then, a play-by-play 
account of Queen 
Elizabeth’s visit to Fustian 
House. More visitors. Of 
course, Lettice fi nally has 
to face the music when 
confronted by her 
employer.

The play was written 
specifically for Dame 
Maggie Smith (“Downton 
Abbey’s” witty matriarch, 
Lady Grantham). I saw it 
in New York City more 
than 25 years ago with 
Maggie Smith in the lead 
role and thoroughly 
enjoyed it. Smith won 
a Tony for Best Actress in 
a Play in 1990, for her per-
formance as Lettice 
Douffet. 

But I digress. I don’t 
own a historic house, a 
historic sewing machine, a 
coveted pile of silver fl at-
ware or a historic or valu-
able anything. I don’t have 
a lot of stuff my daughters 
want.

It’s just as well. I use the 
flatware several times a 
year. I use the marble-
topped table every day. 
The sewing machine is 
doubling as a side table, 
for now. I hope my family 
has a long wait before my 
treasured possessions are 
listed on eBay or in the 
classified section of this 
newspaper.

BTW: Lovage is an herb 
that tastes like celery. It’s 
used to enhance the fl a-
vors of bland and boring 
dishes.

By Margie Reins SmithBy Margie Reins Smith

Sec     nd Time Around

Nobody (sob) wants my antiques

It’s time to tee up for 
the sixth annual Fore 
The Helm Golf Outing, 
which takes place 
Monday, June 24, at 
Lochmoor Club in Grosse 
P o i n t e  W o o d s . 
Participation is limited, 
so golfers are encour-
aged to sign up as soon 
as possible.

Event registration 
begins at noon with a 
shotgun start at 1 p.m. 
for this four-person 
scramble-style event. All 

golfers receive a boxed 
lunch, use of a cart for 
two, entry into contests, 
heavy hors d’oeuvres fol-
lowing the event and 
four drink tickets to use 
throughout the after-
noon-long event. Prizes 
will be awarded for low 
score for men’s, wom-
en’s and mixed teams, as 
well as men’s and wom-
en’s closest to the pin.

Cost per golfer is $300 
or $1,200 per foursome. 
Sponsorships still are 

available. In addition to 
signage recognition, 
sponsorships include 
entry for a four-person 
team. 

Not a golfer? Purchase 
a $50 ticket to the after-
glow for hors d’oeuvres, 
cocktails and mingling.

“This event is open to 
all ages — anyone who 
supports our mission is 
helping older adults 
receive essential ser-
vices they may need,” 
The Helm Executive 

Director Krista Siddall 
said. “As an extra perk, 
we’re offering a free 
one-year membership to 
The Helm for anyone 
who brings a parent or 
adult child to golf. Our 
goal is to expose more 

seniors or their adult 
children to what The 
Helm has to offer. 
Someone who isn’t a 
member will be able to 
learn about the magni-
tude of resources we 
provide to help make the 

Grosse Pointes and 
Harper Woods a great 
place to grow older.”

Register or sponsor 
online at helmlife.org/
fore-the-helm-2 or call 
The Helm at (313) 649-
2104.

Fore! Registration is open for Fore The Helm golf outing

Sunrise 
Grosse Pointe 
Woods resi-
dent Betty 
Voorhees 
turned 100 
years old 
Monday, April 
1, and cele-
brated the spe-
cial day with a 
big party at 
Sunrise.
Voorhees, who 
lived in Grosse 
Pointe Woods 
20 years, is the 
only surviving 
member of her 
fi ve siblings 
and the fi rst of 
her family to 
turn 100.

COURTESY PHOTOS

From left, the birthday girl’s son, Steven Voorhees; the birthday girl; and her 
granddaughter, Karen.

Happy 100th!
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IN HOME SENIOR CARE SERVICE

24 HOURS A DAY
365 DAYS A YEAR

Julie Temrowski RN
Mathew Temrowski, Certifi ed Dementia Practitioner

Administrative staff 
Michelle Colombo - Certifi ed Dementia Practitioner

Call 313.415.0663
or email temrowskieldercare@gmail.com

www.temrowskieldercare.com

“We are a
family owned
and operated business
with deep roots in the community. 
Our business started as a result of 
our own struggles to fi nd adequate 
care for our aging family members.”

Julie Temrowski, RN

Our Mission
We are an eldercare service that provides a full range of personalized home care needs 
to older adults in the Metro Detroit area. Our services are completely customizable and 
vary from client to client, making sure we meet your loved ones non-medical needs. 
Temrowski Eldercare off ers in-home service 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.

SERVICES AVAILABLE:
• RN ON STAFF 24/7
•  MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS WITH

CAREGIVER FEEDBACK
 • TRANSPORTATION
• PERSONAL CARE

 • MEAL PREPARATION

• MEDICATION REMINDERS
 • SHOPPING/ERRANDS
 • LIGHT HOUSEKEEPING
 • LAUNDRY & LINENS
 •  DEMENTIA SUPPORT & TRAINING

BY REGISTERED NURSE
 • HOSPICE SUPPORT SERVICES

© 2024 Charles Schwab & Co., Inc. (“Schwab”) Member SIPC. All rights reserved.
(1121-1JG7) SCH11985-3 (04/24)

Kyle Hecht
Branch Leader

20879 Mack Avenue

Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236

313-743-0433

Get started at 
schwab.com/grossepointe

Need personalized 

Schwab’s modern approach to wealth management means you’ll 

investment strategy tailored to your goals — now, and as they 
evolve in the future. Your Financial Consultant will work with you 
one-on-one to help you select the right level of services and even 
connect you to specialists for more complex needs. Let’s start 
planning for your success.

Talking to a Financial Consultant is complimentary, although the implementation of any recommendations made 
during the consultation may result in trade commissions or other fees, charges, or expenses.
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Nestled in Grosse 
Pointe Farms, The Helm 
is a hidden gem — a for-
mer nurses’ residence 
turned vibrant hub of 
activities for older adults. 
This 15,000-square-foot 
building offers exercise 
classes, social gatherings, 
lifelong learning presen-
tations and more, Monday 
through Friday. 

As welcoming as the 
house is inside, it is 
equally inviting and beau-
tiful outside. The side, 
front and back patios 
offer an escape from the 
hustle and bustle of every-
day life. The greenery, 
fl owers and fragrant herb 
garden provide several 
cozy spots to unwind and 
relax. 

With the addition a few 
years ago of a bocce court, 
paver walkways and 
tables to the front exterior 
and four raised patio 
beds, as well as the 
removal of a couple of 
large trees after a major 
storm last summer, it 
seemed appropriate to 
revisit the landscaping. 
What could be done to 
make the grounds even 
more attractive, inviting 
and environmentally 
friendly?

While devastating to 
lose 100-year-old trees, 
the loss created new 
opportunities to enhance 
The Helm footprint. 

“One goal this spring is 
the installation of a butter-

fly garden,” said Krista 
Siddall, The Helm execu-
tive director. “We were 
fortunate to receive a 
major sculpture, a tempo-
rary donation from 
Moross  Greenway, 
installed on the front lawn 
and we’ll be adding a few 
smal ler  whimsica l 
touches to our gardens. 
We’re also reaching out 
for ideas and support to 
do something creative 
with the large stump near 
The Helm entrance.” 

M a i n t a i n i n g  t h e 
grounds is a group effort. 
Volunteers from the 
Grosse Pointe Herb 
Society tend to the herb 
garden, members of the 
Deeplands Garden Club 
maintain the raised patio 
boxes donated by the 
Grosse Pointe Garden 
Center, while Master 
Gardeners and other vol-
unteers give regular atten-
tion to cleaning, planting, 
trimming and weeding 
the gardens and remain-
ing raised planter boxes 
that were donated in 
memory of a participant 
at The Helm.

Added Siddall, “The 
grounds of The Helm are 
here for all to enjoy. We 
encourage neighbors to 
rest, relax and unwind in 
the beautiful surround-
ings. We welcome anyone 
who enjoys gardening 
and volunteering to get 
involved in helping keep 
the gardens a destination 
for the community.” 

The Helm will host 

speakers throughout the 
summer to share their 
gardening expertise and 
inspire others to embrace 
the benefi ts of gardening. 
More information will be 
available soon at helmlife.
org.

Courtesy of The Helm

Welcome to our house

Volunteers needed
The Helm needs more volunteers to accomplish the work that needs to be done. Those who 
love to garden and can offer their time or who are making changes to their own garden and 
have extra plants or other gardening items, should contact Heidi Uhlig-Johnstone, The Helm 

volunteer director and gardening committee chair, at (313) 649-2107. The Helm is a great place 
for Master Gardeners to complete their volunteer hours requirement.

Benefi ts of 
gardening 
for seniors
Gardening offers myriad bene-
fi ts for seniors, enhancing 
physical health through gentle 
exercise, improving fl exibility 
and promoting joint mobility. 
According to a study by the 
National Institute of Health, 
gardening provides older 
adults psychological, physical 
and social benefi ts. Exposure 
to nature is a natural stress re-
liever. It can help
◆ reduce anxiety,
◆ lower blood pressure and
◆ slow the heart rate. 
Gardens require continuous 
care, which means regular 
physical activity for the gar-
dener. Gardening can improve 
or restore dexterity, strength 
and fl exibility. Experts caution 
to know your limits and not 
overdo it.
Belonging to a gardening 
group also
◆ cultivates a sense of com-
munity,
◆ fosters social connections 
and
◆ combats feelings of loneli-
ness or isolation.
And, of course, being outdoors 
guarantees taking in that all-
important vitamin D — even 
on overcast days.

Front-
lawn 
feature

The Helm at the Boll 
L i fe  Center  has 
become the temporary 
home of “Straighten 
Up and Fly Right,” a 
sculpture by Jim 
Wolnosky that once 
was displayed on the 
Moross Greenway. It 
recently was moved to 
The Helm through a 
par tnersh ip  w i th 
Moross Greenway, 
facilitated by Moross 
Greenway Project Art 
Committee Chairman 
Roger Garrett. Guests 
are invited to stop by 
and examine the piece 
up close and personal.

The Helm is located 
at 158 Ridge, Grosse 
Pointe Farms.

COURTESY PHOTOS

From left, artist Jim Wolnosky, The Helm Executive Director Krista Siddall 
and Moross Greenway Project Art Committee Chairman Roger Garrett.

The sculpture, “Straighten Up and Fly Right,” will sit 
on the lawn at The Helm for a few months.
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Obituary notices are purchased and often prewritten by family or friends. While 
we try to run obituaries as submitted, we nevertheless reserve the right to edit for 
accuracy, style and length.

Benjamin D. 
Rhodes

B e n j a m i n  “ B e n ” 
Dagwell Rhodes, 87, a 
longtime resident of 
Whitewater, Wis., and 
Grosse Pointe, passed 
away Monday, April 22, 
2024. He was a devoted 
husband, father, grandfa-
ther and brother.

Ben was born Nov. 7, 
1936, in St. Louis. He 
spent most of his child-
hood there and his teen 
years in Denver. He was 
an avid and lifelong 
Cardinals fan, as well as 
an expert outdoorsman, 
skier and mountaineer. 

He climbed all 58 peaks 
in Colorado above 14,000 
feet of elevation, many of 
them multiple times. In 
addition, he climbed Mt. 
Rainier in Washington, 
Mt. Whitney in California 
and the Tetons in 
Wyoming. He also 
climbed internationally in 
Mexico, Peru, Malaysia 
and Tanzania, as well as 
the Canadian Rockies.

A distinguished scholar, 
writer and professor, Mr. 
Rhodes received his bach-
elor’s and master’s 
degrees, in addition to his 
Ph.D., at the University of 
Colorado Boulder. An 
author of several highly 
referenced history books, 
he was a professor of his-
tory at the University of 
Wisconsin-Whitewater, 
having begun his college 
teaching career at 
Northern Michigan 
University in Marquette in 
the mid-1960s. He also 
was published widely in 

journa ls  such  as 
“Diplomatic History,” 
“The Journal of American 
His tory”  and the 
“Wisconsin Magazine of 
History.”

During his 37-year ten-
ure at UW-W, Mr. Rhodes 
was the recipient of three 
Fulbright Distinguished 
Scholar Awards, to teach 
at the University of 
Jyväskylä in Finland, 
Nor theas t  Normal 
University in Changchun, 
China, and The National 
University of Malaysia. In 
recent years, he lectured 
on cruise ships that took 
him all over the world.

Classical music was an 
important part of Ben’s 
life. An audiophile and an 
accomplished French 
horn player, he performed 
as a member of various 
Denver-based ensembles, 
including Central City 
Opera and the City Park 
Band. He loved attending 
concerts of the Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra, 
Detro i t  Symphony 
Orchestra and Los 
Angeles Philharmonic. He 
also loved opera and 
attended many perfor-
mances at Lyric Opera of 
C h i c a g o ,  T h e 
Metropolitan Opera, 
Covent Garden and 
Seattle Opera. In particu-
lar, he was a fan of 
Wagner and attended 
multiple Ring Cycles at 
Seatt le  Opera,  in 
Bayreuth, Germany, and 
Adelaide, Australia.

He is survived by his 
wife of 62 years, Florence 
(nee Arbuthnot) Rhodes 
of Grosse Pointe; sister, 

S u s a n  B r o w n  o f 
Williamstown, Mass.; 
sons, John Rhodes of 
Seattle and Philip Rhodes 
of Grosse Pointe; daugh-
ter, Elizabeth “Betsy” 
DeMaine (Robert) of Los 
Angeles; and his grand-
children, Paul and 
A n n e t t e  “ A n n i e ” 
DeMaine, both of Los 
Angeles.

As Ben wished, there 
will be no memorial ser-
vice at this time. In lieu of 
fl owers, donations may be 
made to the Colorado 
Mountain Club, cmc.org/
donate, or any of the arts 
organizations mentioned 
above.

Lynn G. Stedman 
III 

Lynn G. Stedman III, 
77, passed away Friday, 
April 5, 2024.

A 1964 graduate of 
Grosse Pointe High 
School, Lynn met his 
wife, Patty Cassidy, on a 
blind date fi xed up by a 
mutual friend. That fi rst 
date was on a sailboat. 
After they married in 
1967, sailing was the 
activity that united the 
family. Even his father-
in-law was welcomed 
into the Stedman family 
and taught to be a fore-
deck man. 

After their marriage in 
1967, Lynn and Patty 
moved to Petoskey and 
ultimately across Little 
Traverse Bay to Harbor 
Springs. While living 
there, Lynn established 
his law practice, Stedman, 

Fershee & Fershee. After 
both Lynn and Patty 
retired, they followed 
their daughter, Meghan, 
and son, Tim, to Seattle.

Lynn was predeceased 
by his father, Lynn 
Stedman Jr.; and mother, 
Margaret Jane Manville 
Stedman. He leaves 
behind Patty; his daugh-
ter, Meghan (Brooke 
Shepard) of Seattle; and 
son, Tim Stedman 
(Karen) of Kent, Wash. 
Lynn also will be missed 
by his fi ve grandchildren, 
Will, Cassie and Nell 
Shepard, and EJ and 
Mackey Stedman. He 
also is survived by his sis-
ters, Kay Raulston and 
Judy Wilcox (Russ); and 
step-mother,  Joyce 
Stedman. He will be 
remembered fondly by 
his nephews, Jamie 
Baubie (Christa), Britt 
Baubie (Tamara) and 
Scott Wilcox (Lucy); 
niece, Katie Collinson 
(Brad); and many beloved 
grand-nieces and grand-
nephews.

Lynn will be remem-
bered as a loving father 
and grandfather, a great 
attorney and a skilled 
sailor. His descendants 
will tell stories of his mis-
chievous charm and 
steadfast loyalty to 
friends.

A celebration of Lynn’s 
life will be held at 
Bayview Yacht Club later 
this summer. 

Karen Gale Leigh

Karen Gale (nee Mike) 
Leigh, 83, passed away 
peacefully Friday, April 5, 
2024, eternally joining her 
b e l o v e d  h u s b a n d , 
Maynard A. Leigh, and 
loving daughter, Jami E. 
Leigh-Brown, in heaven.  

She was born Oct. 15, 
1940, in St. Paul, Minn., to 
Elizabeth (nee Cooper) 
and Peter Mike. The fam-
ily then relocated to 
Ypsilanti. Karen met the 
love of her life, Maynard 
Leigh, in college. They 
married in October 1961, 
and moved to the east side 
of Detroit in the mid-
1960s, later settling in 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

Karen was a wonderful 
and caring wife, mother 
and grandmother. Her 
happiest times were those 
spent with family. Her 
favorite place to share 
those moments was at 
their summer island cot-
tage on Healey Lake in 
Canada. Karen had many 
hobbies; she enjoyed arts 
and crafts and her bridge 
groups, during which she 
shared t ime with 
friends. Karen loved travel 
and took joy in anything 
outdoors.

Karen enjoyed much of 
her career with Wayne 
State University in the 
School of Business as an 
accounting and business 
manager for the offi ce of 
development. Karen was 

active outside of work as 
well, volunteering her time 
to help the visually 
impaired with readings on 
WDET-FM radio and also 
through fundraising work 
with the Detroit Institute 
of Ophthalmology. Shortly 
after her diagnosis of 
Parkinson’s disease, she 
turned her efforts toward 
helping others with the 
disease, including organiz-
ing a support group 
through the Michigan 
Parkinson’s Association. 
Karen also was very sup-
portive and active with her 
church and its parishio-
ners.

Karen is survived by her 
sons, Todd and Michael 
Leigh; son-in-law, Bill 
Brown Jr.; grandchildren, 
Cameron, Trey, Evan, 
Parker, Bradford, Morgan, 
Justin and Matthew; great-
grandchildren, Eleanor 
and Vivian; and siblings, 
Robin Mike, Joyana Sills 
(Art) and Peter Mike 
(Carol).  

A memorial service will 
be held at 11 a.m. Saturday, 
July 13, at Grosse Pointe 
United Methodist Church, 
211 Moross, Grosse Pointe 
Farms. Donations may be 
made to the Michael J. Fox 
F o u n d a t i o n  f o r 
Parkinson’s Research, 
give.michaeljfox.org/
give/421686/#!/donation/
checkout.

Karen Gale LeighLynn G. Stedman IIIBenjamin D. Rhodes

See OBITS, page 7B

Werner Uri Spitz, 97, of 
Grosse Pointe Shores, 
passed away Sunday, 

April 14, 2024.
He was born in Stargard, 

Germany (now Poland) to Dr. 
Siegfried and Anna Spitz on 
August 22, 1926. As a Jewish 
family living in pre-World War 
II Germany, Werner’s parents 
listened closely to the rising 
antisemitic rhetoric across the 
country and sent Werner to live 
with his Aunt Frieda in Paris 
at age 7. The following year, 
Siegfried and Anna arrived in 
Paris to pick up Werner and 
begin the 2,500+ mile journey 
across the Mediterranean to 
what would later become Israel. 
On the boat were more than 
900 Jewish physicians and their 
families, making the trek to 
avoid the whispers of a Jewish 
genocide.

Upon arrival, Werner’s 
mother went to the Arabic 
markets, where she listened 
to the local people converse 
and barter. Anna had a gift for 
learning languages and quickly 
picked up Arabic.

By the time Werner and his 
parents arrived, there was 
no work for another Jewish 
doctor, so Siegfried established 
a medical practice at their 
home working with Arabic 
patients. As patients arrived, 
they were greeted by Anna, 

from her weeks spent at the 
markets. Anna would listen to 
the person’s illness or injury, 
then translate it from Arabic to 
German so that Siegfried could 
treat the patient. This is where 
Werner developed his deep-
rooted passion for medicine.

Werner would go on to 
attend medical school at the 
Geneva University Medical 

his training at the Hebrew 
University Hadassah Medical 
School in Jerusalem, Israel. 
Through his travels, studies 
and mother Anna, Werner 

German, French, Hebrew, 
Arabic and English. This would 

prove useful 
as during 

examination 
in Geneva, 
W e r n e r 
could not 
r e m e m b e r 
the French 
words he 
needed to 
a n s w e r 

professor ’s 
q u e s t i o n . . . 
but he knew 
the answer in 

“Professor, I know the answer 
to this question, but I only know 
it in Hebrew.” The professor 
stood, “Does anyone in the back 
speak Hebrew?”

Then, a pause.
“I do,” responded a student 

towards the back of the class. 
The order of oral exams were 
chosen at random and the 
examinations were open forum, 
so students that had yet to be 
tested would stand in the back 
and listen. “OK” responded the 
professor, “say the answer in 
Hebrew, and you in the back 
translate it to French.”

Another pause.
Werner was ecstatic when the 

professor said, “You passed.”
Werner later stated, “To this 

day I have no idea if I answered 
the question correctly, or if 
the student in the back of 
the classroom helped out his 
foreign counterpart.”

After graduating medical 
school and completing his 
mandatory service requirement 
in the Israel Defense Forces, 
Werner relocated to the United 
States-- Baltimore, Maryland-- 
in 1959 to further his training 
in forensic science. One of his 
friends from Israel was also 
working in Baltimore and knew 
a young nurse named Anne 
Keates. Werner and Anne were 
set up for a blind date. As he 

“She was so elegant and 
beautiful I proposed to her on 

and we carried on.” As the 
date continued it was time 
for dessert. “Anne politely 
declined, but I couldn’t resist 
the strawberry shortcake.”

Once dessert arrived, Anne 
reached her fork across the 
table to pick up a berry—it 
became her routine to not 
order dessert but take a bite or 
two from others that arrived at 
the table—after removing the 
strawberry from his plate it fell 
off her fork, into his wine glass, 
knocking the remaining wine 
on his shirt and necktie.

“I’m so sorry Uri, let me please 
take that and pay to have it dry 
cleaned,” Anne proclaimed. 
“No, no, no... no problem at all,” 

“I have a whole closet of these 
at home.” He was awake all 
night cleaning his only tie to 
wear to work the next morning.

Two years later, in 1961, 
Werner and Anne were married 
in Chipping Sodbury, England.

They moved to West Berlin, 
Germany, where they had their 

in November, 1963, the young 
family returned to Baltimore 
where Werner was named 
the Assistant Chief Medical 
Examiner for the State of 
Maryland. They had two more 
children, Jonathan (1966) and 
Daniel (1969). The family of 

until 1972. This is when Werner 
was offered the Chief Medical 
Examiner position in Wayne 
County—an opportunity to 

b e c o m e 
the Chief 
M e d i c a l 
Examiner in 
Detroit, then 
the “Murder 
Capital.”

W e r n e r 
served as 
the Wayne 
County Chief 
M e d i c a l 
E x a m i n e r 
until 1988. 
D u r i n g 
his tenure 
in Wayne 

County, he also began doing 
autopsies in Macomb County, 
later serving as the Macomb 
County Chief Medical 
Examiner, a position he held 
until 2004, when his son, Dr. 
Daniel Spitz, took over. Upon 
leaving Macomb County, 
Werner focused his attention on 
his private forensic pathology 
practice, which he continued, 
full-time, well into 2024.

Werner was a professor 
of pathology at Wayne State 
University School of Medicine 
and an Adjunct Professor of 
Toxicology at the University of 
Windsor. He was also the 1997 
recipient of the Dean’s Award 
for Service to the Medicolegal 
Community from the Wayne 
State University School of 
Medicine.

Werner is known as an author 
and editor of the Medicolegal 
Investigation of Death, the 
“bible” of forensic pathology. 

in 1973 and the most recent 

also authored more than 100 

Although Werner is 
remembered for some of 

like serving on the House 
Committee on Assassinations 
investigating the deaths of 
President John F. Kennedy 
and Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr., acting as an expert witness 
in the Mary Jo Kopechne trial, 
the O.J. Simpson civil trial, the 
Casey Anthony criminal trial, 

identifying all 156 bodies on 
Northwest Airlines Flight 255, 
and many others, Werner’s 
greatest accomplishment was 
answering questions from 
countless grieving families 

times.
Anyone who knew Werner 

would know he never said no to 
dinner, regardless of whether 
it was out on the town (steak 
or sushi), a home-cooked meal 
from Anne or a late night 
boiled hotdog, he never passed 
up an opportunity to have 
one of his favorite meals. He 
loved drinking great red wine, 
Guinness from the can, rum 
and Coke and (of course) ice 
cold vodka. He loved action 

Puerto Vallarta, hearing of his 
grandchildren’s successes and 
so much more.

Of all the things Werner was 
known for, captaining a boat 
was absolutely not one of them. 
If you haven’t heard the story 
of The Afternoon Delight, ask 
around.

Aside from his storied 65-
year career and being the 
“founding father” of modern 
forensics, Werner will 
always be remembered as a 
loving husband, father and 
grandfather. He was preceded 
in death by his parents, Dr. 
Siegfried and Dr. Anna Spitz; 
and his sister, Dr. Karni Frank. 
He is survived by his wife, Anne; 

(Douglas); sons, Dr. Jonathan 
Spitz (Jlynn) and Dr. Daniel 
Spitz (Jodi); and grandchildren, 

Dempsey, and Jaden, Julien, 
Jackson, Keegan, Jacob and 
Addison Spitz.

The family held a private 
funeral service. A celebration of 
life will be held in the summer.

Donations in his name may 
be made to the Wayne State 
University Werner U. Spitz 
M.D. Endowed Scholarship in 
Pathology, P.O. Box 441970, 
Detroit MI 48244; or The 
Tunnel to Towers Foundation, 
bit.ly/3WjIOJt.

Werner Uri Spitz
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Worship
   Service

Worship Sunday
at 10:00 am

Rev. Richard Yeager-Stiver
An Open & Affi rming Church

240 Chalfonte G.P. Farms
313-884-3075 • www.gpcong.org
WE HAVE AN ARTS MINISTRY

Grosse Pointe
Congregational

Church
(United Church of Christ )

050224

SUNDAY
8:30 a.m. - Bible Study

9:30 a.m. - Worship Service
Sunday School - During Service

WEDNESDAY
10 a.m. - Bible Study

7 p.m. - Worship Service
Randy S. Boelter, Pastor
Making New Disciples-
Building Stronger Ones

Christ the King
Lutheran Church

and Preschool
Mack at Lochmoor • 884-5090

www.christthekinggp.org
15020 Hampton15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park, Grosse Pointe Park, 
Michigan 48230-1302Michigan 48230-1302

AAmbrosembrose
SSaintaint

CCatholic atholic CChurchhurch

MMassesasses
Saturday Vigil — 4:00 p.m.
Sunday — 8:30 and 11:15 a.m.
Tuesday — 8:30 a.m.Tuesday — 8:30 a.m.
Thursday — 7:00 p.m.Thursday — 7:00 p.m.
Friday — NoonFriday — Noon

(313) 822-2814 • stambrosechurch.net • facebook.com/stambroseparish
      Saturday Vigil is streamed online at 8:00 a.m. Sunday on our facebook page      

May 5 ~ The Sixth Sunday of Easter
A Rogation Blessing for God’s Creation

Sunday Worship at 10 am 
followed by Coffee Hour in the parish hall

    20475 Sunningdale Park               313.884.4820   
      Grosse Pointe Woods             stmichaelsgpw.org      

St. Michael’s Episcopal Church
sharing the Light of Christ 

0
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Sarah G. Owen

Sarah G. Owen, 78, 
passed away Saturday, 
April 20, 2024, at Henry 
Ford Hospital Detroit 
from acute myeloid leu-
kemia.

Sally was a lifelong res-
ident of Grosse Pointe. 
She attended Maire 
Elementary,  Pierce 
Middle and Grosse 
Pointe High schools, 
graduating in 1963. She 
graduated from Michigan 
State University in 1967, 
and started her career as 
a teacher in the Detroit 
Public Schools district 
and in Louisville, Ky., 
public schools. She 
returned to her Michigan 
roots and worked in vari-
ous nonprofi t sector ser-
vice roles, including Boys 
Republic, American 
Heart Association and 
Metro Detroit Youth 
Clubs, where Sally served 
as senior vice president, 
development. She was 
MDYC’s inaugural recip-
ient of the Sally Owen 
Professional of the Year 
Award in 2016.

Beyond her nonprofi t 
roles, Sally shared her 
extensive professional 
skills, and her encour-
agement and enthusi-
asm, with organizations 
and individuals alike. She 
was a member of Grosse 
Pointe Memorial Church 
and served on the stew-
ardship council and vol-
unteered on several 
community outreach 
projects.  

Sally enjoyed meeting 
people her entire life, 
making new friends nat-
urally. She had an ever-
present sense of humor 
and a generous spirit. In 
her youth, Sally came to 
love the outdoors as a 
camper and camp coun-
selor, and she loved to 
spend time with family 
and cousins up north, 
particularly on the shores 
of Lake Michigan.   

Sally is survived by her 
sister, Debby Owen 
(John Boris); brother, 
Chip (Diane); brother-in-

law, Jim Moore; nephew, 
Will Owen (Brenna); 
niece,  Bess  Owen 
(Charles Motschall); 
grand-niece,  Quinn 
Owen; and grand-
nephew, Rory Owen. 
Sally was predeceased by 
her parents, Walt and 
Betty; and sister, Betsy 
Moore.

Services will be held at 
11 a.m. Saturday, May 
18, at Grosse Pointe 
Memorial Church, 16 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms. Donations in 
Sally’s memory may be 
made to Metro Detroit 
Youth Clubs, miclubs.
org.

Doris Alford 
Jahnke

Doris Jahnke (nee 
Alford) died Wednesday, 
April 17, 2024, in Orange 
City, Fla., at age 96. 

She was born in 
Wausau, Wis., to Amos 
and Daisy (nee Thornton) 
Alford.

Doris was predeceased 
by her husband of 52 
years, Gust F. Jahnke; 
brothers, John and 
Robert Alford; and sister, 
Margaret Alford.

Doris graduated from 
Wausau Senior High 
School at age 16, and 
studied at Ripon College 
for two years prior to her 
marriage in 1947. Doris 
and Gust retired to 
Orange City in 1989, and 
lived in a house built and 
previously owned by 
Doris’ maternal uncle, 
Ken Thornton.

Doris was employed as 
secretary to the associate 
director of Wausau 
Technical School in 
Wausau, Wis.; secretary 

to the president of Ferris 
State University in Big 
Rapids; and interim 
church secretary at 
W e s t m i n s t e r 
Presbyterian Church in 
Buffalo, N.Y. She was a 
talented writer, earning 
awards during her school 
years and fi nding outlets 
for her creativity through 
penning many letters, 
articles, a book about her 
travels and countless 
insightful and entertain-
ing Bible study lessons. 
She loved music, dancing 
and movies, and had a 
delightful sense of 
humor. She would be 
overcome with tears of 
l aughter  watch ing 
humorous television pro-
grams and movies. Doris 
also avidly followed 
national and world 
events, spending Friday 
evenings viewing a 
lineup of PBS news pro-
gramming.

Wherever she lived, 
Doris was an active mem-
ber of her church choir. 
For many years, she 
became a substitute 
“Grandma” to Stetson 
University student choir 
members  a t  F i rs t 
Presbyterian in DeLand, 
giving them cards and 
candy on holidays. She 
also enjoyed singing in 
the Stetson Choral Union 
with her husband. She 
was a volunteer literacy 
tutor for more than a 
decade in Orange City.

From 1968 to 2010, 
Doris used her consider-
able organizing skills to 
recruit, schedule and 
accompany travelers on 
more than 75 tours to 
countries in Europe, the 
Middle and Far East, 
Canada, Mexico and 
Central America. These 

“ J o u r n e y s  t o 
Understanding” were 
designed for travelers to 
learn about different cul-
tures and interact with 
people in other countries. 

Doris taught Sunday 
School and led adult 
Bible study classes in 
Wausau, Wis.; Boulder, 
Colo.; Utica, Oswego and 
Buffalo, N.Y.; Detroit; 
and DeLand, Fla. She 
and her husband con-
vened single youth adult 
fellowship groups at 
churches in Buffalo, 
Detroit and Grosse 
Pointe, arranging weekly 
speakers and other pro-
grams at the church. She 
also welcomed college 
students from Africa and 
Thailand to live in her 
home while they pursued 
their educations in the 
U.S. 

Doris is survived by her 
children, Gail Hull 
(Peter) of Gettysburg, 
Pa., Judith Riga (Joseph) 
of Kenmore, N.Y., and 
Mark Jahnke (Susan) of 
Grosse Pointe Shores; 
seven grandchildren; 13 
great-grandchildren; and 
her neighbor, friend and 
caregiver, Nancy Norris.

Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to 
F i rs t  Presbyter ian 
Church in DeLand, 
fpcdeland.org, for their 
fund for students music 
scholarships.

D o r i s ’  c r e m a t e d 
remains will be interred 
beside those of her hus-
band in the Memory 
G a r d e n  a t  F i r s t 
Presbyterian Church in 
DeLand.

MEMORIAL

Joan Marcia 
Cadieux

A funeral Mass for 
Joan Marcia Cadieux will 
take place at 10 a.m. 
Saturday, May 11, at St. 
Joan of Arc Catholic 
Church, 22412 Overlake, 
St. Clair Shores. Joan 
passed away Thursday, 
Dec. 14, 2023. Her obitu-
ary appeared in the Dec. 
28, 2023, edition of the 
Grosse Pointe News.

OBITS:
Continued from page 6B

Sarah G. Owen Doris Alford Jahnke

Eucharistic 
Procession

Eastside Cathol ic 
Eucharistic Procession 
takes place at 1 p.m. 
Sunday, June 2. St. Paul 
on the Lake Catholic 
Church and Our Lady 
Star of the Sea Catholic 
Church are pairing up for 

this event, during which 
participants will walk the 
Blessed Sacrament along 
Lake St. Clair, from St. 
Paul to Star of the Sea. 
All are welcome to par-
ticipate. For more infor-
mation, visit bit.ly/
Eas ts ideEuchar is t i c
Procession2024.

St. Michael’s
St. Michael’s Episcopal 

C h u r c h ,  2 0 4 7 5 
Sunningdale Park, Grosse 
Pointe Woods, sponsors a 
workshop about advance 
directives at 10:30 a.m. 
Saturday, May 18. The 
session is designed to 
explain what an advance 

directive is and how to 
ease conversation around 
it with loved ones. Allie 
Short, LLMSW, case coor-
dinator with The Helm, 
will lead the discussion. 

The workshop is free 
and open to the public, 
but reservations are 
required and seating is 
limited to 25. Call the 
church offi ce at (313) 884-
4820 and leave name and 
phone number to secure a 
seat. Coffee and refresh-
ments will be provided.

CHURCH EVENTS

how we can best support 
the city,” Baxter said. 
“We’re working with 
Brilliant Detroit this year, 
which supports kinder-
garten readiness and 
school success in neigh-
borhood homes.”

Funds also cover grants 
for Wayne County 501(c)3 
organizations that pro-
vide services to improve 
the health and welfare of 
children and their fami-
lies, as well as scholar-
ships for Wayne County 
students who are active in 
community service and 
excel academically.

Those interested in 
becoming members of the 
JLD are welcome to 
apply.

“It’s a great opportunity 
to meet new friends if 
you’re new to the area, or 
to share your talents,” 
Hollens said. “Our mis-
sion is to train women as 
leaders in the community 
and to have an impact 
through collaboration.

“All walks of life are 
part of the league,” she 
added. “We welcome you 
with open arms. It’s an 
incredible network of 
women, to be part of the 
league and help with the 
work, share your vision 
with our programs and 

projects. It’s about shar-
ing gifts and strengths. 
Come to the Designers’ 
Show House, but consider 
becoming a member of 
Junior League. This is 
your League.”

Show House hours are 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday 
through Friday; 6 to 8 
p.m. Thursdays and 
Fridays; 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturdays; and noon to 5 
p.m. Sundays.

“For the final show, I 
think the public will not 
be disappointed,” Baxter 
said. “It’s a glorious house, 
the property is lovely, the 
neighbors are wonderful. 
It’s been a joy to see the 
transformation.”

Tickets are $35 in 
advance, $40 at the door. 
To purchase tickets, visit 
tinyurl.com/y8a5yf86. 
Tickets also are available 
at Village Palm, 17131 
Kercheval, City of Grosse 
Pointe.

A preview party takes 
place 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
Friday, May 3. Tickets are 
$150. 

For more information 
about the Show House or 
the Junior League of 
Detroit, visit jldetroit.org.

Of note, the house is not 
accessible to people with 
mobility issues. Absolutely 
no pets are permitted, nor 
are children younger than 
8 years old.

HOUSE:
Continued from page 1B

More in store
In addition to the Designers’ Show House, guests may purchase 
tickets to four special events at the house.

 ◆ A Night with a Quartet from Detroit Opera begins at 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 8. Cost is $40; $35 with a house tour.

 ◆ Jazz Night with Ben Sharkey begins at 7 p.m. Saturday, May 
11. Cost is $40; $35 with a house tour.

 ◆ Floral Cuff Bracelet Workshop with Detroit Abloom begins at 
2 p.m. Sunday, May 12. Cost is $30.

 ◆ Art of Tablescaping with Arthur White begins at 7 p.m. 
Saturday, May 18. Cost is $40; $35 with a house tour.
To purchase tickets, visit jldetroit.ticketbud.com. 
Other amenities to the Show House include a garden market 
featuring eight vendors, including El’s Boutique, Apple Blossom 
Baby and Peacock Room.
To the back of the house is a cafe, which is open the duration of 
the event but also is jointly participating in the Grosse Pointe 
Chamber of Commerce’s Restaurant Week, May 13 to 19.
For more information, visit jldetroit.org.

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Laura Zender did the nursery using a lot of sustain-
able products. The wallpaper is made from recycled 
paper, some of the furniture is vintage and the glue 
is biodegradable.
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By Donna Zetterlund
Special Writer

       hen I decided to get a puppy, 
one of my main concerns (and motiva-
tions) was my cat. I had three cats at 
one time, who were relatively compati-
ble and enjoyed each other’s company. 
But, as life goes, eventually only my 
“baby” remained, a 14-year old domes-
tic shorthair who was by far the most 
playful of the three. Throughout her 
life she tried mightily to engage the 
other two —who tolerated her for the 
most part — but were not as eager to 
roughhouse as she was. Her advances 
were often met with a swat from one 
cat and a bored stare from the other.

I felt bad for her. She wanted to 
play! I had planned to get a puppy 
down the road but decided to acceler-
ate my plan to give her an active play-
mate now. 

Then came my concerns.
Would she accept another species 

into her domain? Would their play 
styles mesh? Could they cause harm to 
one another? Yikes. 

I weighed all the possibilites and 
opted to try to give their best life to 
both little furballs.

Introducing new animals to a house-
hold can be tricky business —but there 
are a few tools and tips that help the 
process go smoother.

Do a little homework
Read up on the various breeds and 

species of your animals to understand 
the expected reactions from each, so 
you can plan and prepare. Respect the 
inherent characteristics of each breed, 
species and individual animal — it’s 
not fair or wise to assume they will 
change their stripes completely based 
on your expectations.

Plan a safe initial meeting
When thinking about welcoming a 

new pet into the home, bring your cur-
rent pet along to see how they react to 
one another. See if you can get a dis-
position/temperament report from the 
breeder or rescue organization regard-
ing whether the animal has a history 
of confrontation with other pets. Most 
rescues vet pets to let potential owners 
know if it is good with dogs, cats, other 
small animals and children.

Create safe spaces
Animals have different energy lev-

els and needs for space and alone 
time. The Humane Society advises 
having separate rooms designated as 
a sanctuary space for each animal. 
These rooms should be secure, with a 
door and a ceiling for safety. 

Sanctuary rooms allow you to con-
trol when and how pets interact. New 
pets should begin life in your home in 

a safe room where they can comfort-
ably get used to the smells and sounds 
of other pets and all of the people in 
the home.

Gradually place items that smell 
like the other pet in the new pet’s area, 
along with some treats and new toys, 
so that the new animal comes to asso-
ciate the aroma with good things, the 
American Kennel Club suggests.

Utilize a gate or screen
After a few days, let both pets safely 

see one another through a baby gate 
or screen door. Gauge their reactions 
and separate them again if there is 
angst on either side. When the pets are 
calm enough to meet without barriers, 
arrange the meeting in a neutral room, 
rather than in a sanctuary space. Pets 
may forever use their own sanctuary 
space for relaxing time alone.

Offer equal measures of affection
It’s easy to get caught up in the 

novelty and cuteness of a new pup-
py or kitten, causing your existing 
pet to feel displaced. Offer adequate 
time and snuggles with each animal, 
including time where each one gets 
some exclusive time with you. 

Animals can feel jealous of one an-
other, which will ultimately affect the 
quality of their mutual relationship, so 
do what you can to exhibit impartial-

ity — for everyone’s sake!

Accept reality — it may be a no-go
Not every pair of pets will get along. 

Just like people, they have their own 
personalities and preferences beyond 
breed dispositions.

An excitable puppy may not be tru-
ly wecome with an ultra laid-back cat 
until he matures a little. And a para-
keet might never be relaxed (for good 
reason) around a cat with a high prey 
drive. As pet parents, it’s our duty to 
monitor activities whether pets coex-
ist gracefully or not and create the 
most peaceable life we can provide. 

you’ve tried everything to encourage 
friendship but it’s just not working.

As for my two?
We are getting there.
It’s not the delightful chase-fest I’d 

imagined or hoped for, but they seem  
happy to have a compatriot in their 
same size class. They enjoy stare-offs, 
snatch each other’s food, and seem 
very aware of one another’s boundar-
ies and moves.

corner on her wild, frenzied playful 
phase (being 76 in human years) but 
will still bat at the feather toy if she 
doesn’t have to get up. When she tires 
of the frenetic energy of the puppy, she 
slinks off to her safe space for a nap.

The puppy is fascinated by her. He 
is willing to take a swat or two for the 

defers to her as she sashays down the 
hall like the queen she is or demands  
to hold the toy he has his eye on.

My fantasy of them entwined in 
a glorious sleepy love embrace has 
not yet been realized. But yesterday 
I sne ked their beds right next to 
each other and they slept with nary a 
scratch or howl.

It’s a start.

Everybody getting along?
PETS

W

Adopt Peta Every pet deserves a home.
GROSSE POINTE ANIMAL ADOPTION SOCIETY • gpaas.org 

PHOTO BY DONNA ZETTERLUND

Will they or won’t they? The jury’s still out on 
whether these two recent housemates will end 
up as “bestest” buddies. Shilo, above left, and 
Romeo, above right, test the waters of their 
friendship as they learn to cohabitate.

PHOTO BY ADOBE 

(313) 886-8761

Clove
Female, 11 months old,
Shorthair, Brown Tabby.

To adopt this cat
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

(313) 435-0437

Female, 20 months old,
Pitbull Terrier Mix, Brindle, 40lbs.

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551
SPONSORED BY:

Male, 1 year old,
Shorthair, Tortoiseshell.

To adopt this cat
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551
SPONSORED BY:

Betty Dora
Male, 1 year old,

Shorthair, Orange Tabby.

ROY O’BRIEN
SUZANNE STERR CLEM

(586) 601-1401

To adopt this cat
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

Je remia h

Pearl Kona
Female, 8 months old, Pitbull

Terrier Mix, White, 40lbs.

(586) 774-0090

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

Female, 8 months old, Mixed 
Breed, Brown/White, 35lbs.

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

(313) 885-6095
serenitydogtraining.org

NothingBundtCakes.com

Murphy
Male, 3 years old, Labrador

Mix, Black/White, 45lbs.

(313) 207-1175

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551
SPONSORED BY:

02
15
24

Wendel Z uri JC

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551
SPONSORED BY:

Female, 9 months old, Shepherd/
Rottweiler Mix, Black/Tan, 50lbs.

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551
SPONSORED BY:

(313) 881-5675

(586) 415-6700

Male, 2 years old, Boxer Mix, 
Brown/Brindle/White, 40lbs.

(313) 882-7233

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

Male, 2 years old, Boxer Mix, 
Brindle/White, 40lbs.

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

Female, 22 months old, Pitbull 
Terrier Mix, Gold/Brindle, 45lbs.

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

VioletVanna Heidi
Female, 9 years old, Mixed 

Breed, Dilute Tricolor, 55lbs, 
bonded with Violet.

Female, 9 years old, Shitzhu, 
Black/White, 10 lbs,
Bonded with Vanna.

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551
SPONSORED BY:

(313) 343-6494
DAN BATTJES

Animals available for adoption at

GROSSE POINTE
ANIMAL ADOPTION 
SOCIETY 

OPEN HOUSE 
EVERY 

SATURDAY
10am -12 pm 

for
cats and dogs20542 Harper (at Lennon) in Harper Woods  

(313) 884-1551  • www.gpaas.org

(313) 859-1400
www.McCarverMech.com

(313) 859-1400
www.McCarverMech.com

(313) 885-1560



Do you feel like 
you’re going 
crazy? In our 
daily lives, we 
encounter count-
less triggers that 
prompt emo-
tional reactions 
within us. These 
triggers can come from 
various sources — an 
“innocent” passing com-
ment from a friend, a 
stressful situation at work, 
an interaction with our 
partner or family member 
— and these triggers have 
the power to stir up deep-
seated emotions and pat-
terns of behaviors from 
our past, often leading to 
reactions we may later 
regret.

Triggers are powerful 
indicators of unresolved 
emotional issues and 
unhealed wounds from 
our past. By learning how 
to navigate them with 
grace and self-awareness, 
we can fi nd greater peace 
and freedom in our rela-
tionships and within our-
selves. Learning to 
respond instead of react 
to our triggers empowers 
us to break free from 
these negative patterns. 

These are 10 strategies 
to cope with emotional 
triggers:

 ◆ Name it — Verbalize, 
“I’m feeling triggered right 
now.”

 ◆ Breathe — Take fi ve, 
deep, slow breaths.

 ◆ Pay attention to physi-

cal cues in your body.
 ◆ Create physical and 

temporal space from the 
situation’s intensity.

 ◆ Get curious — What 
emotions are you feeling 
besides initial anger or 
fear?

 ◆ Ask why — Why 
might you perceive this sit-
uation as threatening?

 ◆ Unpack what core 
need isn’t being met.

 ◆ Practice constructive 
communication.

 ◆ Challenge distorted 
thinking patterns.

 ◆ Seek professional 
help to heal past traumas 
such as grief, abuse or 
abandonment.

Unmet needs in our 
childhood and unresolved 
issues can stir feelings of 
not being good enough. It 
is so important to practice 
self-compassion and self-
forgiveness in the process 
of healing. Our triggers 
offer valuable insights 
into our soul. If, for exam-
ple, you grew up in an 
environment where you 
were constantly criticized, 
you may feel triggered 
around feeling judged and 
belittled. When we under-
stand our triggers, we are 

able to set healthy 
boundaries with 
others and can 
openly discuss and 
effectively com-
municate with 
partners and oth-
ers.

Reacting with 
anger or defensiveness, or 
pushing others away can 
cause harm to ourselves 
and others. By taking 
ownership of our emo-
tions and behaviors, we 
can resolve confl icts more 
peacefully and build 
deeper connections with 
others. We, thus, create a 
more fulfilling and har-
monious life. We can feel 
crazy when triggered, but 
we can learn to manage 
our crazy. Let’s do the 
work of healing and take 
care of our mental health 
in our daily lives.

Susie Rohde, LMSW, is 
a clinical therapist at 
Lifestance in St. Clair 
Shores, working with indi-
viduals, couples and fami-
lies. Her work includes 
helping clients develop 
insights into their trauma 
patterns and emotional 
triggers, and exploring 
strategies to decrease 
their impact.

The Family Center pro-
vides free programs and 
resources that help build 
happier, healthier fami-
lies. Learn more at family
 enterhelps.org.
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www.partyadventureusa.com

23400 Greater Mack, SCS  •  586-776-9750

HAVE MORE PARTIES
LIFE IS SHORT

05
02

24

2394 PALMS ROAD
COLUMBUS, MI 48063

Please give us a call at 810-304-5709
so we can answer any questions you may have! 

22
COCO

Please give us 
so we can answer a

g

We offer pick-up and delivery service 
ensuring your pet has a safe traveling 
experience to and from our facility.

Lucas Dewey, owner & trainer, has been
working in the dog boarding & training

industry for 14 years.

ONLY 

35 MINUTES 

FROM

GROSSE 

POINTE

050224

GROSSE POINTE ANIMAL ADOPTION SOCIETY
Animals Available for 
Adoption at gpaas.org
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
313-884-1551 OR www.gpaas.org

Ope n Hou s e Eve ry Sat u rda yOpe n Hou s e Eve ry Sat u rda y
10: 00a m-12: 00pm fo r Dogs & Cat s10: 00a m-12: 00pm fo r Dogs & Cat s

 Meet

CARMELCARMEL
 MeetMeet

ANGELANGEL
Female,Female,

1 Year old,1 Year old,
Shorthair,Shorthair,

Calico
Tabby.Tabby.

20542 Harper
(Lennon and Harper)

(313) 884-1551
www.gpaas.org

Female, 4 years old, Labrador Mix, 
Black, 50 lbs.

The mission of Young 
Life, an international non-
denominational youth 
ministry geared toward 
high school and middle 
school students, is to build 
personal relationships 
with students, provide 
them with fun and life-
changing experiences and 
introduce them to Jesus 
Christ.

Mary Beth Davey 
knows well the impact the 
organization has on 
young lives. 

“I have six kids,” she 
said. “Four have gradu-
ated from South and two 
are at South. They found 
high school to be a vulner-
able time for them. Young 
Life helped them get 
deeper into their faith and 
also into a community 
that wasn’t involved in … 
the pressures out there. It 
was safe, but also a com-
munity. Kids develop 
community with each 
other, which is awesome.”

Her son, Noah, lives in 
the Young Life house on 
Fisher, across from 
Grosse Pointe South High 
School, with his wife, 
Louise Davey, the current 
Young Life area director. 

To help further its mis-
sion, the couple is pre-
senting Young Life’s 
biggest fundraiser of the 
year.

The Young Life Grosse 
Pointe Spring Fundraiser 
takes place 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 8, at the 
Ford House Visitors 
Center, 1100 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Shores. 
The evening includes din-
ner, cocktails and live and 
silent auctions.

“We’re excited about 
Ford House,” Louise 
Davey said. “We haven’t 
been here before. It’s 
beautiful and it’s fun to be 
somewhere new. There’s 
an exhibit on the fi rst fl oor 
that our guests will be able 
to check out while they’re 
down there (to register). 
Then we have the dining 
room — and the balcony, 
if the weather is nice.

“… It will have a rolling 
start so you can be with 
who you want to, talk with 
who you want to,” she 
added. “We’ll have a little 
social hour and open bar, 
so people can survey and 
peruse the items.”

An array of silent auc-
tion items will be up for 
grabs, including a variety 
of gift baskets; sports 
items like a signed base-
ball bat, football helmet 
and lacrosse sticks; a 
necklace donated by 
edmund t. AHEE Jewelers; 
Zach Bryan concert tick-
ets; and tickets to Detroit 
Tigers and Detroit Lions 
games.

“The catalogue will be 
filled,” she added. “We 

have a lot of baskets with 
a lot of different items.”

A full catalogue of items 
will be available online to 
browse in advance of the 
event; however, to place a 
bid, the bidder’s presence 
is required.

“We want the focus to 
be on taking time to be 
together,” Louise Davey 
said.

The live auction includes 
three big-ticket items: a 
cocktail cruise, a fi shing 
charter trip and a gourmet 
dinner.

A handful of speakers 
will share about their 
experience with Young 
Life. A Young Life alum-

nus will share about the 
organization’s longterm 
impact, while a current 
student will address the 
importance of Jesus in a 
ministry for teens and a 
volunteer will talk about 
the way he invests in 
Young Life. 

“I came to my first 
Young Life event 17 years 
ago,” said Mary Beth 
Davey, who is among 
event sponsors. “I was 
won over by what they 
were saying about Young 
Life. That’s why my kids 
started coming. My favor-
ite part is when kids get to 
share how it’s impacted 
them.”

Added Louise Davey, 

“We’ve had great speak-
ers in the past, but the stu-
dents have the most 
impact.”

Following the speakers 
will be a paddle raise, 
where bidders can elect to 
fund specifi c items, like a 
camp experience.

“We hope to keep it 
more interactive and fun, 
bouncing around this 
year,” Louise Davey said. 
“Instead of just writing a 
check, you’re giving 
toward a specifi c thing.”

This year’s fundraising 
goal is $65,000, which 
goes a long way for the 
local chapter.

“We are 100 percent 
locally funded,” Louise 

Davey said, noting the 
spring fundraiser raises 
half of Young Life’s oper-
ating budget for the year.

The Daveys extended 
the invitation to the entire 
community, especially 
those unfamiliar with 
Young Life.

“We love to have people 
who’ve never heard of the 
ministry,” Louise Davey 
said. “And we celebrate 
the relationships we do 
have. … Any kind of per-
son is welcome. They will 
get out of it whatever 
they’re looking for.”

Tickets are capped at 
130 and are available 
online at tinyurl.com/
bdexwsw7

Sponsorships and dona-
tion links also may be 
found at the URL.

“We want to share our 
mission,” Louise Davey 
said. “We care about the 
youth in Grosse Pointe so 
much. They have a lot of 
needs in the present day: 
friendship, mentorship, a 
relationship with Jesus in 
whatever capacity they 
want. We do that through 
our programs, but also 
through mentorship with 
adults. We really care. It 
offers them community as 
well.”

She also thanked Young 
Life’s supporters for their 
continual help.

“This community is 
wildly generous in their 
donations,” she said. “Our 
team, the committee 
members and active par-
ents are all making this 
possible.”

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Young Life spring fundraiser is May 8

Coping with 
emotional triggers

A S K  T H E  E X P E R T S  By Susie Rohde, LMSW

Funds support Grosse Pointe student-focused ministry

COURTESY PHOTO

The Young Life Spring Fundraiser takes place May 8 at the Ford House Visitors 
Center.
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Grosse Pointe GabbyGrosse Pointe Gabby
The Pulse Of The PointesThe Pulse Of The Pointes

Dear Gabby: I have 
somehow managed to be 
persuaded to coach 
rookie baseball and my 
fi rst practice was a disas-

ter. I was trying to teach 
the kids how to make a 
double play and not one 
kid paid any attention.

Some of them were 

digging in the dirt and 
others were focused on 
their Big League Chew.

I need to seek advice 
anonymously because 

it’s too embarrassing to 
ask the bros for help on 
this. HELP!

—Striking out in the 
Shores

Dear Striking Out,

This sounds like a per-
fect opportunity to use 
the KISS method. Keep It 
Simple Stupid (or if you 
want to be more PC, 
Keep It Simple Smarty). 
It’s not as hard as it 
sounds.

Start off by pairing up 
the players (loosely, but 
balancing pairs with dif-
ferent abilities/skill lev-
els is a good way to do 
this) and have them play 

catch. Yes, that’s it — 
catch.

Are some kids getting 
bored? Have them assist 
you by having them 
model some skills. 
Perhaps it’s helping little 
Timmy fi gure out how to 
scoop a ground ball or 
showing the team the 
proper mechanics for 
throwing a ball. Kids love 
to help!

Gradually build on 
skills and rules of the 
game, and provide a little 
homework for the play-
ers by enlisting their par-
ents’ help.

Second, make sure you 
have plenty of helpers. 
You might need multiple 
assistant coaches or vol-

unteers for each practice 
to help wrangle the play-
ers. Engaging an older 
sibling who plays base-
ball or softball is always 
a good move.

Lastly, be sure to keep 
the practices fun by add-
ing in games. You have 
no idea how valuable a 
few pieces of candy can 
be — or the prospect of 
an ice cream if the kids 
listen and do their best. 
Wishing you a season of 
dingers and double 
plays.

We love problem-solving 
and giving advice! Please 
send us your questions & 
problems to advice@
grossepointenews.com.

Tips for coaching rookie baseball

DEAR ANNIE: I am 
also a parent of a child 
who lost his battle with 
addiction in 2022. There 
are so many of us with 
diffi cult stories to share.

My son found alcohol 
and drugs at 15 and bat-
tled those demons until 
his death at the age of 30. 
I have come to know that 
there are some types of 
brains that truly do not 
know how to turn off that 
switch. We did all we 
could do as a family, and 
as a mother, I was taken 
into a series of events 
that I was neither pre-
pared for nor able to 
combat effectively.

I have come to view 
those years with my son 
as a time where I exam-
ined the fragility of life 
and the undeniable love 
I had for another person. 
I miss my son every day, 
but I wouldn’t take one 
bit of my time away from 
him, even though many 
of those times were 
bleak. I see the world 
much differently now 
and am a better person 

for that.
I hope that those who 

have experienced this 
type of loss will come to 
a peaceful place with the 
grief that is often over-
whelming and focus on 
helping others with the 
benefits of the knowl-
edge that they have 
learned. Thank you for 
printing these letters. It 
reminds us all that we 
are not alone. — A MOM 
OF GRIEF

DEAR MOM OF GRIEF: 
I am so sorry for your 
loss. Thank you for shar-
ing your story and for 
your understanding that 
you are not alone.

D E A R  A N N I E : 
Reading those letters 
from parents of alcohol-
ics brought tears to my 
eyes. I am a recovering 
addict/alcoholic. It took 
three rehabs and two 
relapses in my recovery. 
I am grateful to God I’m 
still alive.

I wrote this letter to 
send hugs, love and 

understanding to all 
those who are still suffer-
ing. AA and NA gave me 
a free, wonderful recov-
ering life. Don’t quit until 
the miracle happens. — 
MIRACLES HAPPEN

DEAR MIRACLE: 
Thank you for your let-
ter. I hope it encourages 
others to carry on.

DEAR ANNIE: I always 
read your column and 
have forever, but today is 
the fi rst time I’ve been 
inspired to write.

I read the letter from 
the woman who was say-
ing her parents were cel-
ebrating their 50th but 
felt they should have 
ended the marriage years 
ago.

Let me add my blunt 
thoughts.

My parents were the 
same. Several times 
growing up, I asked my 
mum why we couldn’t 
leave my dad and basi-
cally got, “You need to 
have a dad.”

I’m 60 years old. What 
that “need” got me was 
years of therapy for the 
way I was treated, and I’ll 
probably be in therapy 
for the rest of my life.

For any parents think-
ing they’re doing the 
right thing, let me leave 
you with this closing 
thought. My mum passed 
away 32 years ago. I still 
miss her but have not 
and will not ever forgive 
her for sticking me in 
that mess because it was 
supposed to be better for 
me. Do you want your 
kids to have that thought 
about you long after 
you’ve passed on?  — I’M 
STILL STANDING

D E A R  S T I L L 
STANDING: Thank you 
for your letter. I am sorry 
about your childhood. 
That must have been 
very diffi cult on you. Had 
your parents separated, 
it still would have been 
diffi cult for you.

You can choose what 
thoughts to have about 
your mom now that she 

has passed. Forgive her, 
knowing that she did the 
best she could. If she had 
known better, she would 
have done better.

DEAR ANNIE: You 
recently said you rarely 
get letters praising moth-
ers-in-law. Well, here is 
one!

I grew up in an abusive 
family with a mother who 
has severe borderline 
personality disorder and 
refuses to get medication 
or therapy. When I met 
my mother-in-law, I was 
naturally very distrustful 
of her. Mothers were not 
safe to me, and mothers-
in-law were supposed to 
be even worse!

I am happy to say that 
15 years later, I love the 
woman dearly. She has 
helped me heal that little 
girl who needed a mom 
to love her uncondition-

ally. Sadly, I was not the 
best daughter-in-law 
when she fi rst met me; I 
was stubborn, distrustful 
and divisive. Yet, through 
it all, she did not hold a 
grudge, and she contin-
ued to love me. 

I would love to see the 
narrative on mothers-in-
law change! — CHANGE 
THE NARRATIVE

DEAR CHANGE: I love 
your letter. Thank you 
for bringing up such a 
great point. Many moth-
ers-in-law are wonderful 
and deserve to be 
praised. Without a 
mother-in-law, the son 
would not have been 
born.

Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2024 
CREATORS.COM.

Loss, recovery and tough family choices Dear Annie
by Annie Lane

SHOW DATES
MAY 3 - 12, 2024

For Tickets - gpt.org/NEWSIES or call 313-881-4004 
Parcells Middle School  • 20600 Mack Ave. • Grosse Pointe Woods

MAY 3 - 12, 2024MAY 3 - 12, 2024
For Tickets - gpt.org/NEWSIES or call 313-881-4004 

Parcells Middle School  • 20600 Mack Ave. • Grosse Pointe Woods
For Tickets - gpt.org/NEWSIES or call 313-881-4004For Tickets - gpt.org/NEWSIES or call 313-881-4004

Parcells Middle School • 20600 Mack Ave. Parcells Middle School • 20600 Mack Ave. 
Grosse Pointe WoodsGrosse Pointe Woods 050224
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by Anna Lizer

I am a few years late on 
this whole sourdough 
starter situation. I tried to 
create a sourdough starter 
in 2020, could not get it to 
work and gave up. I’m 
pretty bad at baking and 
avoid measuring things at 
all costs so that probably 
explains why my baking is 
so terrible. 

A few weeks ago, my 
friend mentioned that she 
had a live sourdough starter 
and she had been making 
her own bread. This friend 
also has a thriving herb 
garden, can knit her own 
sweaters and is the most 
crafty person on earth. 
Whenever she tells me 
about one of her new hob-
bies, I get momentarily 
inspired and want to absorb 
the hobby and try it. 

Usually, it doesn’t go 
very well, but for some rea-
son I keep trying. For all 
those who don’t know, a 
sourdough starter is a live 
fermented mixture of fresh 
flour and water. When 
combined and mixed for a 
few days, the mixture can 
be used for baking bread 
and a bunch of other baked 
goods. The yeast in the 
mixture gives the bread its 
tangy fl avor and causes the 
mixture to rise. 

My friend gave me some 
of her sourdough starter to 
use to make my own loaves 

and I was off to the races. 
I’m here to tell you that if I 
can do it, you can defi-
nitely do it. Making your 
own bread is relatively 
simple, it just requires a 
bunch of steps. So, here’s 
exactly what I did to make 
it happen. 

Step One: Download 
TikTok and follow “the 
sourdough mom.” She has 
tons of videos that show 
exactly what to do. One of 
her most popular videos, 
eight-hour sourdough 
bread, has 400,000 views. 
It’s possible I watched the 
video almost 100,000 times 
during the bread-baking 
process. The recipe below 
is her secret to making two 
loaves of bread in just 
eight hours. 

Step Two: Grab a digital 
food scale. It is super easy 
to weigh ingredients, mea-
sure everything precisely 
and make sure the mixture 
is correct. I got one on 
Amazon for $10. 

Step Three: Put your 
bowl on the scale and zero 
it out. Combine 250 g of 
active sourdough starter. 
Zero out your scale and 
add 725 g of warm, fi ltered 
water. Mix well. 

Step Four: Zero out your 
scale and add 25 g of salt. 

Zero the scale again and 
add 1,000 g of unbleached 
flour. Mix this together 
until you get a shaggy 
dough ball. Don’t overmix 
this; it shouldn’t look like a 
perfect dough ball and 
that’s OK. 

Step Five: Scrape down 
the sides of the bowl and 
put a plate over the bowl. 
Let it sit on the counter for 
one hour. 

Step Six: You are now 
going to start stretch-and-
folds. Take one side of the 
dough, pull the dough up 
until it starts to resist and 
fold over.

You will do this on all 
sides of the dough about 10 
times. Cover the dough 
with the plate and let it rest 
for 30 minutes on the coun-
ter. 

Step Seven: Now it’s 
time for the second set of 
stretch-and-folds. Again, 
take one side of the dough, 
pull it up and fold it over. 
Turn the bowl and do this 
on each side of the dough, 
about four times. Cover the 
dough with the plate and 
let it rest for 30 minutes on 
the counter. 

Step Eight: This is the 
third set of stretch-and-
folds. Do the same thing as 
Step Seven. Cover the 
dough with the plate and 
let it rest for 30 minutes on 
the counter. 

Step Nine: This is the 
final set of stretch-and-
folds. Do the same thing as 
Step Seven again. Once the 
stretch-and-folds are com-
plete, you will cover the 
dough with the plate again 

and let it sit on the counter 
for about two hours. 

Step 10: Are you still 
with me? Uncover the 
dough and check it out. 
The dough should’ve 
grown about 50 to 75 per-
cent in size. You should 
see bubbles and it should 
be light and airy. At this 
point, it’s time to shape 
your dough. 

Step 11: Flip over the 
bowl and dump the dough 
onto a well-floured sur-
face. Cut the dough in 
half. We are making two 
loaves here. Fold each 
piece of dough into a cyl-
inder shape. Let it rest 
again on the counter for 
20 minutes. 

Step 12: Flip over the 
dough and roll it again into 
a cylinder shape. Put each 
dough ball into a bowl with 
a plate over it. Put each 
bowl into the fridge for two 
hours. 

Step 13: You’ve made it 
to the end! Score each 
loaf of bread. I made a 
line on each loaf with a 
serrated knife. Put a 
dutch oven into your 
actual oven and preheat 
it to 500 degrees.

Take the dutch oven 
out, line it with parch-

ment paper and put your 
dough inside. Cover the 
dutch oven with the lid and 
put it into the oven at 500 
degrees for 35 minutes. 
Take the top off and cook 
your bread at 425 for a 
fi nal 10 minutes. 

Usually, sourdough 
takes about two to three 
days to make. I’ve found 
that this recipe is easy to 
follow and makes delicious 
bread in a very short 
amount of time.

As someone who hates 
hobbies and gives up on 
them easily, this is actually 
a pretty fun process and 
even more enjoyable if 
your kids and family get 
involved. 

If you have any ques-
tions or want to see our 
sourdough video, head to 
the Grosse Pointe News 
Instagram.

5 Out Of 5

We LOVE testing out 
new th ings !  Te l l  us 
about your favorite item 
or something you want 
us to try for you! Drop 
us a l ine at  media@
grossepointenews.com.

Facing a wall of wine 
bottles in a store can be 
daunting since we don’t 
know what kind of wine 
we’re going to get, even if 
we think we know some-
thing.

The problem is exacer-
bated by wineries around 
the world that seem 
pleased to tell consumers 
nothing about their 
wines. Labels are a good 
place for data, but they 
often end up saying 
something so vague that 
it means nothing.

“Long ago our family 
decided to make world-
class wine, and this bottle 
represents the dedication 

of many people who are 
committed to quality. We 
use only the best grapes, 
and we make wines that 
we hope you will enjoy.”

This isn’t a real back 
label. But it represents a 
lot of the vagueness I see 
and a wasted opportunity 
to tell consumers some-
thing meaningful.

Most wineries think of 
all wine consumers as idi-
ots. And to be sure, lots of 
wine drinkers couldn’t 
care less about the acid 
and alcohol in the wine. 
All they care about is, 
“Will I like it?” And wine-
makers everywhere 
answer that question in 

precisely the same way: 
“Sure. Trust me.”

But alcohol and acid 
can tell you something 
about the wine, and most 
people who care about 
such things are left com-
pletely in the dark. Here 
are a few basics:

Alcohol: Higher alco-
hols in a wine make it 
sweeter on the tongue. 
Lower-alcohol dry wines 
may be appealing as 
aperitifs and work nicely 
with spiced foods, such 
as Asian and Mexican.

I find that the best 
structured wines have 
about 13 percent alcohol. 
At 14 percent, wines tend 
to have more body and 
richness; at 15 percent, 
they tend to be clumsy 
and not very interesting 
with most foods.

Acid: The higher the 
acid is, the crisper the 
wine will be. Thus, wines 
with slightly more acid 
will be better with food.

About 99 percent of 

the wineries in this world 
reveal nothing about the 
acidity. So, any advice I 
could provide would be 
lost in the fog of obfusca-
tion. But in general, 
higher acid wines are 
excellent with food; low 
acid wines usually are 
terrible with food.

As you might have 
guessed from the forego-
ing, wine styles are in 
fl ux. What’s fashionable 
today often has no rela-
tion to wines of the past. 

If there is a message in 
this, it is simply that win-
eries are failing the con-
sumer by not providing 
any technical details to 
allow for appropriate 
buying decisions. 

To fi nd out more about 
Sonoma County resident 
Dan Berger, visit the 
Creators Syndicate web-
page at www.creators.
com.

COPYRIGHT 2023 
CREATORS.COM.

Wine  Talk
by Dan Bergerby Dan Berger

There is something 
meaningful in the phrase 
“Stop and smell the 
roses.” It’s important to 
slow down and recog-
nize the small  but beau-
tiful things around us. I 
realized this last week.

Yes I had eight days 
without kids but I want 
them to understand that 
life doesn’t have to be so 
urgent.

For example, spring 
is everywhere, tulips are 
in bloom and I can smell 
the grass after the rain 
overnight. That makes 
me happy. You have to 
stop and notice what’s 
intriguing around you.

We rush, we run, we 
race through dinner but 
sometimes we need to 
stop and savor. Savor a 
dinner, savor lunch and 
just appreciate something 
great that your senses 
are running wild with.

The French sip and 
laugh and make time for 
dinner, there is no rush. 
All complaints of the day 
are released around the 
table and everyone feels 
better when they take 
plates to the sink to 
wash. It’s a good method 
and one that I strive for 
to teach the young ones.

Laughing and enjoy-
ing each others company 
is essential. Sometimes 
it’s OK to just forget 
about your day’s prob-
lem and love the com-
pany and food that you 
all share together. It 
doesn’t matter if it’s kids, 
your spouse, extended 
family or a great show on 
Netfl ix, just take a min-
ute and lean back to 
enjoy the beauty in a 
simple meal.

A home-cooked meal 
is everyone’s favorite 
and this one was a hit. 

This dish is a slow 
braised chicken with 
wine and leeks. It’s 
bright from the addition 
of lemon and perfumed 
with tarragon.

I add tomatoes which 
slowly melt into the 
sauce. You can serve this 
over mashed potatoes, 
rice or just by itself.

Make sure you have a 
baguette alongside to 
soak all up the delicious 
braising liquid. 

Cheers, Mombeau

Braised Chicken with 
Tarragon and Leeks

6 chicken thighs

2 leeks, washed and 
sliced

2 cloves garlic

1 cup white wine

2 cups chicken broth

1 pint of cherry toma-
toes

Juice of a lemon

2 tbsp chopped tarra-
gon

Salt and pepper to 
taste

In a large stockpot, 
add about a tablespoon 
of olive oil on medium 
heat. Season the chicken 
pieces with salt and pep-
per and begin to brown 
skin side down. Once 
you get a good browning, 
fl ip the pieces to brown 
on the other side. It 
should take about fi ve to 
seven minutes to brown 
on each side. Remove the 
chicken and set aside.

Turn the heat down a 
bit and add the leeks and 

garlic. Cook until soft 
and then add the toma-
toes. Deglaze the pan 
with the wine and let it 
reduce for a few minutes.

Next add the chicken 
back in with the broth, 
lemon juice and tarra-
gon. Bring to a slow 

simmer, cover with a 
lid and cook for an hour 
or until the chicken is 
fork tender.

Check for seasoning 
and add more salt and 
pepper if necessary. 
Serve with lots of good 
bread.

Courtesy of Mombeau’s Table

PHOTO BY KAREN FERGUSON

Alcohol and acid

Best
BAR BURGERSBAR BURGERS

IN TOWN!IN TOWN!

CALL for CARRY-OUTCALL for CARRY-OUT
18666 Mack Ave., Grosse Pointe Farms

313-881-5675
050224

SEE 
MENU

BEST
BEST

of the

20        23

yKennedy’s

EST. 
1980

Delivery available through
Doordash, Grubhub and UberEats.

OPEN FOR LUNCH OPEN FOR LUNCH 
SATURDAYSSATURDAYS

GRILL OPEN
12pm - 12am

$5 BURGERS
12pm - 4pm

Delivery Available throughDelivery Available through
DoorDash, Uber Eats & GrubhubDoorDash, Uber Eats & Grubhub

NOW SERVING

FRENCH DIPSFRENCH DIPS
ON

SATURDAYS
& SUNDAYS

Simple pleasures
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Movie Junkie Mark
by Mark Domin

MOVIE REVIEW
“My Octopus Teacher”

2020 - Rated TV-G
1 hr 25 min
★★★★★

I was absolutely bowled 
over by this documentary 
when it fi rst came out. It 
not only changed the way 
I felt about these amazing 
creatures, I was left emo-
tionally drained. It’s that 
moving a tale. So I was 
not surprised when it gar-
nered an Oscar that year.

A recent reviewing of 
the film was equally 
impactful. I should warn 
you however before you 
see this beautiful fi lm, I 
can almost guarantee 
you’ll never eat calamari 
again. 

Craig Foster, a nature 
documentarian from 
South Africa, created the 
film. He admits at the 
beginning that he was 
suffering from burnout, 
after filming in harsh 
conditions. He simply 
needed to get away from 
it all and recuperate.

His journey took him 
to False Bay, off the coast 
of his hometown of Cape 
Town. He reminisces 
about his happy child-

hood spent with his fam-
ily in a cottage right on 
the ocean.  This turns out 
to be the ideal location 
for his healing.

Foster begins exploring 
the kelp forest in the 
freezing cold waters. He 
opts to forgo using a wet-
suit and SCUBA diving 
gear. Instead he learns to 
deep dive while holding 
his breath for extended 
periods of time — a tech-
nique called “free-diving.”

Once he hits the water 
we’re treated to some of 
the most stunning views 
I’ve ever seen. The sea 
life is spectacular, both 
in the variety and the 
rich rainbow of colors. 
It’s marvelously cap-
tured by Foster and cin-
ematographer Roger 
Horrocks. Then one day 
something happens that 
would change his life for-
ever. He encounters a 
curious female octopus. 

Octopuses are solitary 
creatures so 
it’s not sur-
prising that 
she’s quite 
shy at first. 
But ever so 
slowly, she 
learns that 

he poses no threat to her 
and he earns her trust. 
And believe it or not, the 
two become friends.

He relates that these 
remarkable creatures are 
roughly the intellectual 
equivalent of a cat or 
dog. As the film pro-
gresses we discover 
more about these amaz-
ing creatures. The way 
they can change shape 
and color almost instan-
taneously. They can even 
disguise themselves as 
rocks. At one point we 
see her build a veritable 
castle around herself 
with pieces of shells and 
small stones.  

Foster spent almost 
every day over the course 
of a year in the company 
of this remarkable octo-
pus. Over time, we get a 
sense of her personality 
and can understand how 
he could get so attached 
to her. We also see the 
creatures that pose a 

physical threat to her —
chiefl y the Pajama Shark.

For the most part, she 
manages to avoid these 
vicious creatures. But 
eventually, her luck runs 
out. One of them pursues 
her relentlessly until it 
catches her and bites off 
one of her tentacles. It’s 
a devastating blow not 
only to the octopus but to 
Foster as well.

He gets depressed see-
ing her suffer. But after a 
week, she begins to 
return to her normal 
state, and we witness her 
growing a new, fully 
functional arm. And 
Foster recovers along 
with her. 

Foster hints at the fact 
that he was somewhat 
estranged from his fam-
ily. While he goes 
through the whole pro-
cess of discovery and 
healing, he decides to 
share what he learns 
with his teenage son. At 
the end of the fi lm we see 
the two diving together.  

“My Octopus Teacher” 
was eight years in the 
making, and the extreme 
attention to detail cer-
tainly paid off. Pippa 
Ehrlich and James Reed, 
who did an amazing job 
of telling Foster’s story, 
directed it.

As I mentioned earlier, 
the cinematography was 
some of the finest I’ve 
ever seen. It not only takes 
you on a gorgeous jour-
ney, it makes you want to 
spend time exploring 
areas like the one in the 
film. Adding the emo-
tional impact of the movie 
was the sensational score 
by Kevin Smuts. 

I thoroughly enjoyed 
this remarkable, emo-
tional and thought-pro-
voking documentary. It’s 
such a powerful experi-
ence that after viewing it, 
you’ll fi nd yourself insist-
ing all your friends see it 
as well. 

If you’d like to learn 
more about these won-
derful creatures, I highly 
recommend the book 
“The Soul of an Octopus” 
by the prolific nature 
writer Sy Montgomery. 

Currently streaming 
on Netfl ix. 

My rating system:

★ A real stinker. A
movie that is so bad,
you’re embarrassed to 
admit you’ve seen it, 
but you have to rate it 
nonetheless. 

★★ So-so. Not a total
waste of time, but you 
would have been better 
off reading a good 
book. 

★★★ Pretty good. In

fact, if there weren’t 
any other movies in 
your queue, you might 
watch it again.

★★★★ One you’d
recommend to friends.

★★★★★ So good
you’d actually go out and 
buy it! 

About this column:

My main focus is on
films that I feel have
gone under the radar and 
deserve more recogni-
tion.

They include both 
mainstream and indie 
fi lms streaming on ser-
v ices  l ike Netf l ix , 
Hoopla, and Kanopy. 

I’ll also review note-
worthy new theatrical 
releases as well.

For movie trailers, visit 
youtube.com.

If you have any sugges-
tions, feel free to email me at: 
dominmark@yahoo.com. 

Also, if you’re looking 
for more recommenda-
tions, be sure to check 
out my blog: mov-
iejunkiemark.blogspot.
com.

The star of the fi lm.

The amazing octopus.

The octopus in her beautiful environment.

One of the impressive methods of hiding.

Foster pursues the octopus.

Foster intracting 
with the octopus.

A tender moment when Foster 
cuddles the octopus.

Foster and his faithful companion exploring.
Craig Foster narrates his fi lm
“My  Octopus Teacher.”

The octopus resting.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF NETFLIX, OFF THE FENCE AND THE SEA CHANGE PROJECT

The octopus makes physical contact with Craig Foster in the 2020 docu-
mentary “My Octopus Teacher.” 
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Contract BridgeContract Bridge
THERE’S A GOOD REASON

Let’s say you’re in three notrump, 
and West leads a low club. How should 
you proceed?

Your first play from dummy is very 
important. Despite all you may have 
heard or learned that at notrump it is 
better to hold up an ace at least once 
when the enemy attacks your weakest 

suit, you should play the ace.
There is a very good reason for tak-

ing the ace. Assuming that West has 
led his fourth-best club, East must have 
the king, queen or jack (because West 
would have led the king if he had four 
or five clubs headed by the K-Q-J). 
Winning the first trick is therefore sure 
to block the opposing clubs if West led 
from a five-card suit. If the clubs are 
divided 4-3, your first play makes no 
difference.

The play at trick two is also critical. 
Ordinarily, you would force out the ace 
of hearts rather than attempt a diamond 
finesse, but here you should reverse the 
usual procedure.

There is an excellent reason for tack-
ling the diamonds first. If West has the 
ace of hearts and king of diamonds, the 
order of play is irrelevant because the 
contract is doomed. And if East has the 
king of diamonds, with or without the 
ace of hearts, the contract is in the bag 
whichever red suit is played first.

The only case that matters, therefore, 
is the one where West has the king of 
diamonds and East the ace of hearts. 
In that instance, playing diamonds 
first makes the contract, while playing 
hearts first loses the contract.

©2024 King Features Syndicate Inc.

by Steve Becker

Weekly HoroscopesWeekly HoroscopesWeekly Horoscopes
Royal StarsRoyal StarsRoyal Stars
Moon Alert: Avoid 

shopping or making 
important decisions from 
5 a.m. to 3:15 p.m. EDT 
today (2 a.m. to 12:15 
p.m.). After that, the 
Moon moves from 
Aquarius into Pisces.

Happy Birthday for 
Thursday, May 2, 2024:

You are courteous, 
helpful, sensitive and 
caring. You are also an 
independent thinker who 
is fiercely honest. This 
year you will receive 
acknowledgement and 
appreciation for your 
past efforts. This is why 
you can expect kudos, 
awards, promotions -- 
whatever acknowledges 
your past efforts and tal-
ents. Bravo!.

ARIES
(March 21-April 19)
At this time, your chart 

has a strong emphasis on 
money, cash flow and 
f inancia l  dea l ings . 
Therefore, do be aware 
of the restrictions of the 
Moon Alert  today. 
Nevertheless, this is a 
laid-back day that will 
promote socializing with 
others and having good 
times. Tonight: Romance!

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)

You’re high-viz for 
several reasons right 
now in your chart. This 
means you should be 
aware that people notice 
you and are aware of 
what you’re doing, espe-
cially people in author-
ity, including the police. 
Avoid shopping and 
important decisions 
during the Moon Alert. 
Tonight: Good vibes.

GEMINI
(May 21-June 20)

This is a poor day to ask 
for permission or 
approval from authority 
fi gures, teachers, parents 
or bosses, primarily 
because there is a Moon 
Alert for much of this day. 
Stay chill and keep things 
laid-back. Enjoy your pri-
vacy. Tonight: Interesting 
people.

CANCER
(June 21-July 22)

Avoid important fi nan-
cial decisions, especially 
about shared property, 
taxes, debt and inheri-
tances today because of 
the Moon Alert. Instead, 
enjoy the company of 
friends and groups, par-
ticularly younger people 
and creative, talented 
types. Tonight: Check 
your fi nances.

LEO
(July 23-Aug. 22)

This is a lazy day. Enjoy 
yourself. You might make a 
great impression on bosses 
and VIPs. Nevertheless, 
postpone important deci-
sions until tomorrow. 
Travel plans might interest 
you because you have a 
strong desire for a change 
of scenery. Tonight: 
Flirtations.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

You might feel restless 
today. You want a change 
of scenery. You have an 
urge to shake things up a 
little. It’s a good day to 
relax and check out dif-
ferent possibilities. Why 
not explore your own 
neighborhood? We take 
so much for granted. Who 
knows what you will dis-
cover? Tonight: Helpful 
colleagues.

LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

SBe patient with part-
ners and close friends 
right now. Mars is oppo-
site your sign for the next 
month, so consider this an 
opportunity to develop 
patience, which is a virtue. 
Enjoy socializing with 
romantic partners, sports 
colleagues and children. 
Live it up! Tonight: Warm 
romance.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

Take it easy today. You 
might want to reserve 
your energy for tomor-
row, which is a produc-
tive day. Enjoy time at 
home or socialize with 
romantic partners, kids 

and sports colleagues 
later in the day. Make an 
effort to participate in 
social outings. Tonight: 
Entertain.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

Although your focus is 
on work and productivity 
right now, this is a good 
day to relax. Enjoy talking 
to neighbors, siblings and 
relatives. Later in the day, 
you’ll be happy to cocoon 
and enjoy the privacy of 
your home. Family discus-
sions might be signifi cant. 
Tonight: Socialize!

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

Give yourself permission 
to play hooky today. Take a 
long lunch. Take off of work 
if you can. Accept invitations 
to socialize with others. 
Enjoy sports events and fun 
activities with kids. The arts 
will also appeal to you. 
Someone might help you 
with home renovations or 
improvements where you 
live. Tonight: Generosity.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

Home and family are your 
priority right now. In fact, 
many of you are involved in 
DIY projects and home 
repairs. You also might want 
to entertain at home. With 
Mars in your House of 
Communications, you are 
forthright, direct and con-
vincing!  Tonight: Entertain!.

PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20)

This is a busy, fast-paced 
week. However, today is a 
good time to relax or to 
take things at a slower 
pace. Enjoy casual conver-
sations. You might also 
enjoy writing or studying 
today. It’s the classic day to 
take a moment to smell the 
roses. The act of apprecia-
tion is not only pleasant, it’s 
life-enriching! Tonight: 
Secret love.

BORN TODAY
Actor Dwayne Johnson 

(1972), actress Christine 
Baranski (1952), footballer 
David Beckham (1975).
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Garfield                                                                       Jim Davis
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Beetle Bailey                                          Greg, Brian, Neal and Mort Walker

Flying McCoys           Glenn McCoyZiggy                          Tom Wilson

Wizard of Id       Created by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart. Currently by Mason Mastroianni

Andy Capp                                                                 Reg Smythe 

© 2024 by Andrews McMeel Syndication 4/25 Solution

Complete the
grid so every row,
column and 3 x 3
box contains
every digit from
1 to 9 inclusively.

Previous puzzle
solution

U N I V E R S A L
Sudoku Puzzle

5/2

Blondie                                                                     Chris and Dean Young
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Family Circus                                        Bill and Jeff Keane

“O. YEAH! Cindy phoned and 
said she couldn’t sit tonight.”

©2024 Bill Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

Universal Crossword

© 2024 by Andrews McMeel Universal
www.upuzzles.com

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER

Edited by David Steinberg April 25, 2024

4/25 Solution

To Each Their Own by Alexander Liebeskind5/2

ACROSS
1 Thankful
8 ___ it up 

(raise the 
volume)

13 Kitchen 
countertop 
stone

14 Sweetheart, 
in French

15 *Enthusiast 
of some 
electric 
guitar-driven 
music

16 Dainty table 
decorations

17 Farmyard 
mamas

18 *One who 
may give 
diving 
lessons

20 With 
28-Down, 
“Life of Pi” 
director

23 Language 

24 “Who lives in 
a pineapple 
under the 
___? ... 
SpongeBob 
SquarePants!”

25 *Owner 
of many 
paintings, say

31 One of 15 in 
this puzzle

32 Took to 
court

33 Give a 
speech

36
the desert

38 Quippy 
remark

40 Banishment
41 “Omg u r 

hilarious!”
42 Director 

DuVernay

43 *Athlete who 
might slice 
the ball

46 In the style of
49 Service 

charge
50 ___ Lingus
51 With 

60-Across, 
contrasting 
approaches, 
in a saying 
...and a 
hint to the 

answers
55 “___ Lisa”
59 Steered 

clear of
60 See 

51-Across
63

Eleven” star 
Clooney

64 Watches 
intently

65 Cosmetics 
mogul 
Lauder

66 Feature of 
many a John 
Coltrane 
tune

DOWN
1 Fairy-tale 

menace
2 What you 

might 
pencil in?

3 Shoestring
4 Part of a 

defense 
mechanism

5 Motion 
picture?

6 Greek H
7
8 Trendy
9 Move, in 

Realtor lingo
10 “La Boheme” 

solos

11
daughter

12 “TiK ToK” 
singer

14
16 Frisbee 

shape
19 Pot
21 Cash register 

key
22 Like 

buckwheat, 
ironically

25 Rainbow 
shape

26
27 Candy bar 

with caramel
28 See 

20-Across
29 Baltimore 

bird
30 Old cloth
34 Serving 

platter
35 Roof 

overhang
37 Sch. near 

Harvard
38 Ambulance 

initials

39 Feb. follower
41 Property 

claim
44 Require
45 Equips for 

combat
46 “Fortune 

favors the 
bold,” e.g.

47 Nine, for a 
cat

48 Happening
52 ___ off 

(send, as 
an email)

53 Slight 
advantage

54 Recipe amts.
56 “All right, 

deal ...”
57 Beat poet 

Cassady
58 Regarding
61 Gossip, 

slangily
62 “Toy Story” 

dino

5/2

Popeye                                                                    Bud Sagendorf

and
                   il Ci

Puzzles

Over The Hedge                                              Michael Fry and T. Lewis

F Minus                                                                             Tony Carrilo
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Reality Check          Dave Whamond Bizarro             Dan Piraro and Wayno

Hagar The Horrible                                      Dik Browne and Chris Browne

Wumo                                                Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler 

B.C.                                                     Johnny Hart and Mason Mastroianni 

Peanuts                                                                                                                                               Charles M. Schulz

Carpe Diem                                                            Niklas Eriksson

The Lockhorns                 Bill Hoest, Bunny Hoest and John Reiner

Hank Ketchum, Scott Ketchum,

t
Comics

Crankshaft                                                           Tom Batiuk and Dan Davis
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Crock                                                      Created by Bill Rechin and Brant Parker 

Marmaduke                                    Paul & Brad Anderson

Mother Goose and Grim                                              Mike Peters

“don’t worry, fellas, you can stop looking. i put 
all the golf balls into that hole over there!”

“So, I said, ‘If you’re so liberated, let’s go Dutch.’ And 

she took off to Holland with my best friend.”

Close To Home                                    John McPherson

Dennis the Menace            Ron Ferdinand and Marcus Hamilton

“I’M  SORRY... I  SHOULD  HAVE  WARNED  YOUR HUSBAND
THAT  I  HAD  CONSOLIDATED  ALL  YOUR  DEBTS  INTO  ONE.”
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“And the dog barked happily
ever after.”
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Sometimes there are things you want in life 
that are not possible right now. For example, 
maybe you want to buy something that is 
expensive. If you are serious about that 
purchase, make buying it a goal.

In order to reach that goal, be like Buddy. 
Make a list of small steps or small goals that 
would help you reach your big goal.

EXAMPLE: Angie wants to buy a new 
coat. The coat costs $50.

Angie decides that instead of trying to earn 
$50 all at once, she will make ten 
goals that will help her reach her 
big goal. She makes a goal of earning 
$5. If she earns $5 ten times, she will 
reach her big goal of $50!

 How can Angie earn $5? Put a check 
 in the box next to each of Angie’s 
 jobs. If you checked the right boxes, 
 they add up to exactly $5.

Be Like Buddy: How to Reach a Goal

Buddy shows us how to reach 
a big goal by breaking it down 
into smaller steps.

Beavers are 
builders. Look 

through the 
newspaper for 

examples of things 
people build. 

What are the kinds 
of jobs people do 
to build things?

Busy 
Builders

Standards Link: Use the 
newspaper to locate 

information.

Standards Link: Research: Use the newspaper to locate information.

Build a Sentence
Select a headline from today’s newspaper. 
Expand the headline into a longer, complete 
sentence by adding adjectives and other 
words. Diagram your sentence to show all of 
the parts of speech.

Can you put these mixed-up beaver facts in the correct order?

Jobs that 
start as 
taking 

small bites 
of the tree, 

one at a 
time.

… the tree topples over! Buddy takes the tree to a nearby 
stream and builds a home for his family.

He chews and chews away at the tree 
trunk, until finally …

Buddy’s cozy home is built of trees and 
branches. He strips the bark off the tree 

and stores it to feed his family. Home 
sweet lodge!

goal by breaking it down 
smaller steps.

Buddy sees 
the big job
as a series of 
small jobs.

Beavers don’t just use trees to build 
dams. When Buddy looks up at this 

tall tree, he sees food and 
housing for his family.

But chopping 
down a big tree 
can seem like an 
    awfully big goal 
     for a little 
         beaver.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recongized identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

EXPENSIVE
PURCHASE
EARNING
EYELIDS
TOPPLES
RODENT
BEAVER
STREAM
LODGE
WATER
BITES
BARK
SWIM
GOAL
TREE
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If Angie can earn $5 per week and save the money, how long until she 
will have enough money to buy the coat?

MY GOAL: ________________________
JOBS I CAN DO TO EARN THE MONEY:

HOW LONG UNTIL I REACH MY GOAL?

HOW MUCH I CAN EARN:
$

$

$

$

ANSWER: Gnaw!

A penny 
saved is …

Finish this story.

The verb save means to 
keep or store something 

for use in the future.

SAVE

Try to use the word save 
in a sentence today when 
talking with friends and 

family members.

Jeremy plans to save his 
allowance for three weeks 
to buy a gift for his sister.

This week’s word:

Using their broad, scaly 

_______, beavers will 

forcefully slap the water as 

an ___________ signal to 

other beavers in the area 

that a predator is 

approaching.

Beavers are __________ 

on land but using their 

webbed feet, they are very 

good swimmers. A beaver 

can stay under water for 

up to 15 minutes.

Beavers are herbivores. 

They like to eat the 

_________ and wood of 

__________. They also eat 

pondweed and water lilies.

Adult beavers are around 

three feet long and have 

been known to _________ 

over 55 lb (25 kg). Females 

are as large or larger than 

males of the same ______.

Beavers can live up to 24 

______ in the wild.

The beaver is the national 

animal of Canada, and is 

on the Canadian five-cent 

________.

•

•

•

•

•

•

Busy beavers chewed some words 
from this list of fun beaver facts. 

Replace the words to find out some 
amazing things about beavers.

Your Neighborhood
It’s what’s most important to you, to your 

kids, to your family. It’s easy to stay on top 
of what is happening around you with the Subscribing is easy. 

Call 313.343.5578
or visit grossepointenews.com

$4 50 Annual subscription, 
delivered weekly with 
24/7 online access
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PHOTO BY ALEXIS DELUCA

This shot taken by Alexis DeLuca of the City of Grosse Pointe is this week’s 
Little League Photo of the Week contest winner, thanks to the moody skies and 
colorful rainbow she captured after the Tigers’ team practice for Grosse Pointe 
Little League Softball. The Tigers are in the league’s machine pitch division. 
Players pictured, from left, include Heidi DeLuca, Katerina Kotsis, June 
Temkin, Maria Tapazoglou, Sloane Gotfredson, Caroline Newbold, Blair 
Brady, Lucy Roeder and Melena Reynolds.

That’s a winner!

In baseball and soft-
ball, the shortstop posi-
t ion is  commonly 
referred to as the “cap-
tain of the infield.” 
Grosse Pointe South 
senior Avery Bellish is 
the perfect example of 
just how true that state-
ment can be. 

Bellish has been with 
the Blue Devils’ softball 
program all through her 
high school career. Last 
season, as a junior, she 
was named one of 
South’s captains, and 
she once again received 
the honor this spring as a 
senior. Her fi rst experi-

ence as a captain last 
year might have taken a 

little time to adjust to, 
but now Bellish has fully 
embraced her role as a 
leader on and off the 

fi eld.
“It was a big step up for 

me not just as a 
player but as a 
person in gen-
eral,” Bellish 
s a i d  a b o u t 
becoming a 
captain. “I felt 
like I had to 
really up my 
game to prove 
myself as the 
leader I can be. 
I was under 
more pressure 
last  season 
than this year 
because I know 

what to do already…I 
feel more relaxed and 
comfortable in my posi-
tion as a captain this 
year.” 

Bellish has come a 
long way in her softball 
career from when she 
was in fourth grade and 
was enrolled in Little 
League Softball by her 
parents. At that point, 
she had no experience or 
familiarity with the sport 

whatsoever. Now, less 
than a decade later, 
Bellish is one of the most 
all-around skilled play-
ers on the Blue Devils 
roster and is going to 
continue playing softball 
in college. 

She often bats fourth 
in the heart of South’s 
lineup, where she is hit-
ting .372 with 14 RBI and 
one home run so far this 
spring. Along with play-
ing shortstop, Bellish has 
experience playing 
nearly everywhere in 
both the infi eld and out-
fi eld. However, her spot 
in the middle of the 
infi eld is where she can 
be found most often 
these days during South 
games, and is where she 
feels like she thrives the 
most.

“I kind of like the fact 
that I can play really any-
where, but my most com-
fortable position is 
defi nitely in the middle 
infield at shortstop,” 
Bellish said. “That’s kind 

of where I belong. I 
used to think it was 
outfi eld, but then I 
found out I have a 
natural ability for 
playing in the 
infi eld, and I just 
feel more com-
fortable and confi -
dent there.”

While she is 
pret ty  much 
entrenched in 
her role at 
shortstop in 
most games, 
Bellish is 
the kind of 
player who 
would go 
a n y - where 
on the field if 
i t meant 
help- ing her 
t e a m win. Her 
versatility is another 
thing that makes her 
such a great leader, and 
it is her attitude and 
commitment to being a 
strong teammate that 
has endeared her so 
much to her coaches 

over the years.
“She’s our 

e m o t i o n a l 
leader,” South 
softball  head 
coach Bill Fleming 
said. “She’s always 
fi red up and always play-
ing 100 miles an hour. 
Sometimes, we have a 
tendency to be a little 
quiet, and she brings us 

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Bellish embodies heart and soul of South softball
ATHLETE OF THE WEEK 

See ATHLETE, page 2D
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Avery BellishAvery Bellish
School: Grosse Pointe South 
Sport: Softball

Sponsored by Expert Heating & Cooling

South’s Avery 
Bellish shines
at shortstop.

COURTESY
PHOTO

GP rowers finish 1st 
to lead women’s crew

Several rowers from 
the Grosse Pointes, rep-
resenting Detroit Boat 
Club Crew, made the trip 
down I-75 last weekend 
from the Mitten to the 
Volunteer State to race 
in the Dogwood Sprints 
Regatta hosted in Oak 
Ridge, Tenn. With sev-
eral races throughout the 
weekend of Saturday, 
April 27, and Sunday, 
April 28, the rowers rep-

resented the Pointes well 
with some strong perfor-
mances including one 
fi rst-place fi nish. 

That first-place finish 
came in the Women’s 
Youth 2 Grand Final race 
on Sunday when Grosse 
Pointe South’s Carly 
Brown and Elizabeth 
Peberdy crossed the fi n-
ish line a full 12 seconds 
ahead of second place. 
The dominant win came 
after Brown, who will 
row at Stanford next fall, 

and Peberdy, who will 
row next season at 
University of Tennessee, 
posted the fastest times in 
the time trials and semifi -
nals as well, capping off a 
commanding weekend 
for the pair. 

The next best fi nish for 
any Pointes rowers was a 
third-place fi nish for the 
women’s Youth 4+ boat. 
Brown and Peberdy were 
also a part of that boat, 
along with Caroline Ward 
and Cassie Summerfi eld 

from South and Lilly 
Kline from Grosse Pointe 
North. 

S o u t h ’ s  S i g r i d 
Schwartz and Liggett’s 
Trelise Smith took sev-
enth place in the wom-
en’s U17 2 category, 
finishing first in the 
petite fi nal, or consola-
tion, race. Schwartz and 
Smith were also part of 
the women’s U17 8+ 

boat that earned ninth 
place. That team also 
included Chloe Spain, 
Addie Hall, Maddie 
Thole, Zaira Gentile, 
Elliott Weiss, Kalie Page 
and Willow Roncone. 

For the boys, some 
Pointes rowers were part 
of the men’s U17 8+ 
boat that took ninth 
overall to finish the 
weekend. Those rowers 

included Frank Hecker, 
Grady Deenik, Oliver 
Ellifson, Ethan Hudley 
and Sawyer Supino. 

The rowers will be 
back in action Saturday, 
May 4, this time a bit 
closer to home as they 
race in the Laddie Cup 
hosted by St. Mary’s 
Prep in Orchard Lake. 

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

PHOTO BY BARB PEBERDY 

Elizabeth Peberdy, left, and teammate Carly Brown sport their fi rst-place med-
als after winning the Women’s Youth 2 Grand Final at the Dogwood Sprints 
Regatta in Oak Ridge, Tenn., last weekend.

Bellish at the Bat
•  Batting .372 with 14 RBI, 3 doubles and 1 HR 

this season 

•  Co-captain of South varsity softball in 2023 
and 2024 

•  Signed to play Division II softball at 
Pennsylvania Western University Clarion

We asked Grosse 
Pointe News readers to 
submit photos of their 
favorite Little League 
softball and baseball 
player(s) for our Little 
League Photo of the 
Week contest and our 
readers delivered! 

Grosse Pointe Little 
League Softball parent 
Alexis DeLuca is this 
week’s winner. She will 
receive a $25 gift card to 
Chocolate Bar Cafe. 

This week we are 
including all of your sub-
missions to serve as 

inspiration — it could be 
your Little Leaguer who 
wins next! 

Head to page 8D to see 
this week’s entries. Send 
entries for next week’s 
i s sue  to  med ia@
grossepointenews.com. 

— Meg Leonard
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CITY OF HARPER WOODS
CITY COUNCIL

MUNICIPAL BUILDING
HARPER WOODS, MICHIGAN  48225

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Harper 
Woods will be holding a Public Hearing on Monday, May 20, 
2024 at 7:00 p.m. for the purpose of obtaining public input on 
the distribution of the special assessment levy.

Residents who are unable to attend this hearing may submit 
their written comments regarding this matter to the City 

CITY OF HARPER WOODS
 

LESLIE M. FRANK
City Clerk

Published: May 2, 2024

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF GROSSE POINTE CITY COUNCIL

MONDAY, MAY 20, 2024 7:00 PM.
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a Public Hearing will be held 
on Monday, May 20, 2024 at 7:00 pm for the City Council 
to consider an application received by representatives of CT 
Thai, LLC for the transfer of an existing Class C License with 
Outdoor Service Area from T.N. Thai, Inc. (previous owner), 
and a new SDM License, including all-day Sunday Sale (AM 
and PM) Drink and Entertainment Permit, permitting the sale 
of liquor, beer, and/or wine for consumption on premises, at 
17100 Kercheval Avenue, Grosse Pointe, MI.

Said hearing will be held in person at the City Council 
chambers, 17145 Maumee Avenue, Grosse Pointe, Michigan. 

Public comment is welcome. If you are unable to attend the 
hearing, written comments will be accepted until 12:00 noon 
on May 20, 2024. Public comments can be mailed to City 
Hall or sent via email to city@grossepointecity.org. If further 
information is needed, please contact Grosse Pointe Building 
Dept., 17147 Maumee, Grosse Pointe, MI. 48230, Mon.-Fri., 
8:00 am to 4:30 pm. Telephone: 313-885-5800.

Christopher Hardenbrook, 
GPN: 5/2/24 City Clerk

out of that…She’s just 
always working hard and 
being enthusiastic and 
being positive and you 
need those types of play-
ers.”

Bellish’s skill on the 
field and her attitude 
both on and off the dia-
mond have made enough 
of an impression to get 
noticed by the next level. 
After a long recruiting 
process, as Bellish 
described it, she made 
her decision to play 
Division II softball at 
Pennsylvania-Western 
University Clarion.

“I actually love the 
state of Pennsylvania,” 
Bellish said about mak-
ing her decision. “I fi rst 
went there for a hockey 
tournament and just fell 
in love with the whole 
state. (Clarion) is located 
right by the mountains, 
which is another green 
fl ag because it’s a beauti-
ful view…The coaching 
staff was amazing. The 
softball team has its own 
personal trainer which I 
really love…All the girls 
are super nice and the 
campus in general. As I 
was walking on it I just 
felt the energy and felt 
like I could go there.”

As an athlete moving 
on to play at the colle-
giate level, Bellish is 

using the time she has 
left in high school to 
sharpen her game to get 
ready for the next steps 
on her journey. She is 
fully focused on helping 
the Blue Devils achieve 
their goals like winning 
MAC and district cham-
pionships, but also wants 
to keep improving her-
self along with her team 
every day. 

While her coaches 
praise her attitude and 
menta l  toughness , 
Bellish sees it as the one 
thing that can be 
improved the most 
before she gets to col-
lege. She knows that she 
can become physically 
stronger and more 
skilled every day no mat-

ter what, but fi nding con-
sistency in her mental 
approach to the game 
could be the biggest key 
to preparing her for what 
lies ahead. 

“My mental game is 
defi nitely the one thing I 
can improve on every 
day,” Bellish said. “...
The mechanics and 
everything physical 
obviously you’re going 
to be working on all the 
time, but the main thing 
is how you’re feeling 
and how you’re thinking 
and I just feel like I need 
to stay focused and 
under control and have 
fun. Have a clear mind 
and I don’t need to let 
anything get in my 
head.”

ATHLETE:
Continued from page 1D

SOUTH
GIRLS VARSITY 
TRACK & FIELD
The South girls track team enjoyed 
their fi nest meet of the season 
defeating previously unbeaten 
Chippewa Valley 98-39 in MAC red 
action.  
“We were on fi re in all 17 events,” 
said South head coach Steve 
Zaranek. “Contributions came from 
all areas of the team and the support 
for one another was at a season 

high.  This was our fi nest meet of the 
season and we just keep 
improving.”
South runners totaled 73 season 
best performances.
Jaimison Diamond led the way with 
the sprinters scoring points in the 
100 and 200 dashes, anchoring the 
400 relay and winning the long 
jump. South 400 relay teammates 
Grace Campbell, Molly Reynolds 
and Anne Wayman raced to victory 
in a season best time of 54.9. 
South’s distance runners 

dominated, 
outscoring 
Chippewa 
Valley 32-0 in 

the meet’s four distance races. 
Morgan Deenik, Chloe Caulfi eld, 
Sarah Koval, Rylee Piornack, Calisse 
Budek and Abby Macey provided 
the Blue Devils with distance depth.
In fi eld events, Catherine Pattie 
leaped to a season best 4 feet 8 
inches, taking fi rst in the high jump. 
Teammate Olivia Barba won both 
the shot put and discus. Evie 
Wodzisz added another fi rst place 
fi nish by clearing 8 feet in the pole 
vault. In the hurdles, Adelina Parikh 

was a double 
winner scoring fi rst 
place fi nishes in 
both the 100 and 
300 hurdles. 
South’s victorious 
400 meter sprint 
relay ran to a 
season best time of 
54.9 seconds.
“We continue to 
move forward in all 
17 events.  We 
continue to be the 
most supportive team possible. The 
home stretch of the season looks to 
be extremely exciting,” Zaranek 

added.
Saturday, April 28, the team 
placed third with 61 points at the 
16-team Steve Johnson relays at 

Warren Mott. Wodzisz became only 
the third female pole vaulter in 
South history to clear nine feet. 
Koval, Caulfi eld, Deenik and 
Savannah Spangler earned a new 
meet record in the 3200 meter relay 
and a top fi ve fi nish.

LIGGETT GIRLS 
VARSITY LACROSSE
University Liggett’s girls varsity lacrosse 
team continued its hot start by remaining 
undefeated 7-0 as the fi rst month of the 
season winds down.
The winning week began Monday, April 
22, when the Knights scored a 17-7 win on 
the road against North Farmington.  
Sophomore Olivia Marcero led all scorers 
with six goals and three assists. She 
achieved an important milestone with her 
second goal of the night, reaching 100 
career goals. Junior Aliya Abraham added 
four goals in the win.
Wednesday, April 24, Liggett beat Toledo 
Central Catholic 15-6. Goaltender Madeline 
Unkel stood tall in net with 17 saves. Senior 

Chloe McFarlane led the Knights’ defense, 
while senior Brynn Collins helped control 
play at midfi eld. Marcero added seven 
goals while Abraham added four goals.
The team headed to Oxford High school 
Friday, April 26, bringing home a 10-8 win. 
Marcero scored fi ve goals and added an 
assist, bringing her career goal total to 112 
to date. Collins added two goals along with 
senior Hallie Marcero, Madeline Hexter and 
Allie Roth, who each scored one goal. 
Unkel had nine saves on the night. 
“I truly believe this is one of the strongest 
girls lacrosse teams that Liggett has had in 
years,” said Liggett head coach Amanda 
Amine. “We have great senior leadership 
and strong team chemistry. The girls have 
been working very hard and have been 
improving as the season goes on.”

The Grosse Pointe News sports staff  has the week’s biggest sports stories 
covered, along with bringing you additional hits and highlights from the 
exciting week that was, which stretched from GP all the way to downtown 
in the D. Here’s a look:

HITS& HIGHLIGHTS

NORTH VS. SOUTH
GIRLS VARSITY SOCCER
Grosse Pointe South visited Grosse Pointe North Friday, April 26, for a crosstown rivalry 

matchup. The Blue Devils ended up victorious 1-0 in the team’s fi rst win over the 

Norsemen in seven years. Senior Eleni Melhem scored the game’s only goal for South in 

the second half with 25 minutes remaining in the game. 

The loss took North’s record this spring to 2-5-1. For South, the win helped bump them up 

to 5-3 on the season. 

A narrow 1-0 win might not be seen as notable for the Blue Devils, but the team believes 

that it is most comfortable winning games by dominating the midfi eld and time of 

possession.

“It’s not very typical that we’re going to score out a bunch of goals in a game, but we like 

to play the possession-based game and we’ve had young players like freshmen 

stepping up and fi lling in gaps for us,” South girls soccer head coach Chris Bolio said.
weekend’s event possible, Morrow said.

NORTH/LIGGETT B OY S  GOLF
Grosse Pointe North and University Liggett went head to head on the 
links last Wednesday, April 24, when the Norsemen hosted the Knights 
at the Lochmoor Club. The Knights won 170-175, with Charlie Cooksey 
shooting a low round of 38 for nine holes. Nicholas Truza and Colin 
Smith both shot 43 as North’s lowest scorers. 

stepping up and fi lling in gaps for us,” South girls soccer head coach Chris Bolio said.
weekend’s event possible, Morrow said.

SOUTH
VARSITY 
SAILING
Grosse Pointe South 
varsity sailing 
fi nished fi fth at the 
MISSA Mallory 
National Qualifi er 
Saturday April 27, 
and Sunday, April 28, 
at the Grosse Pointe 
Yacht Club. The team 
raced among 20 
teams who pre-
qualifi ed for the 
event that 
represented six 
states in Region 5, including Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois, 
Indiana, Ohio and Michigan. 
The weather proved challenging with storms and strong 
winds on both days, lending to constantly-changing 
conditions. The top four teams hailed from high schools 
from Chicago, and those fi nishes qualifi ed them to sail in 
the upcoming Mallory National Championships at the 
College of Charleston. 
Detroit-area teams included Grosse Pointe South, 
University of Detroit-Jesuit, West Bloomfi eld, and Troy. The 
Blue Devils qualifi ed to sail in the Phoebe King Regatta, 
June 5 and 6 in Annapolis, Md.

NFL DRAFT
The 2024 NFL Draft stage lights up the streets of Detroit last Thursday night, April 
25. An estimated 775,000 fans made their way downtown over the course of the 
weekend from Thursday to Saturday, April 27, to experience the fi rst NFL Draft host-
ed in the Motor City.

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

South girls soccer players gather around teammate Eleni Melhem (center) after 
she scored the Blue Devils’ fi rst and only goal in a 1-0 win over North last Friday. 

Grosse Pointe South varsity sailors bat-
tle for position among 20 competing 
teams from the Midwest last weekend 
on Lake St. Clair at the MISSA Mallory 
National Qualifi er.

grossepointenews.com/athlete-of-the-week

ATH ETE

Do you know an outstanding high school athlete? 
Nominate them for Athlete of the Week and put 

them in the running for Athlete of the Year.
All weekly winners will be invited to the end of year Athlete of the Year 

Awards Gala – with top athletes winning scholarships!
Submit online at:

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

South’s victorious 400 sprint relay smiles post-race after 
a season best time of 54.9 seconds. From left, they in-
clude Molly Reynolds, Anne Wayman, Jaimison Diamond 
and Grace Campbell.

PHOTO BY JIM DORIAN 

PHOTO BY LEILA OSKUI
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Proud to support
Little League in

the Pointes

There’s no place 
like home.

The Grosse Pointe 
North girls varsity soft-
ball team hit the loss col-
umn twice last week in 
MAC Red league games, 
but rebounded nicely 
with three straight wins 
over the weekend to pull 
their sea-
son record 
up to 5-9.

After a 
10-0 loss 
to Dakota 
Tuesday, 
April 23, 
t h e 
Norsemen 
f o u n d 
t h e m -
selves in a 
m u c h 
closer con-
t e s t 
Thursday, 
April 25, 
a g a i n s t 
Chippewa 
V a l l e y . 
Despite the 6-3 loss, 
North hung tough on the 
mound and saw their 
bats wake up after 
Tuesday’s shutout.

Elliot Jarvi threw seven 
innings, scattering seven 
hits and striking out two. 
She allowed only two 
earned runs. Natalie 
Babcock went 2-for-4 
with an RBI. Charlotte 
Julien added two hits, 
scoring one run and one 
RBI, while Kate Stemmler 
also added a hit and an 
RBI.

North traveled to Fair 
Haven Saturday, April 
27, fi nding success early 
and often, starting with 
Jarvi’s no-hitter in a 5-3 
win over the Petoskey 
Northmen. Jarvi pitched 
four innings and struck 
out two batters, giving up 

three un-earned runs. 
Babcock scored twice, 
while Stemmler went 
2-for-3 with a run scored 
and an RBI. Isabella 
Boedecker went 1-for-3, 
scoring a run and knock-
ing in one run.

The weekend’s second 
game ended in another 
Norsemen victory, this 

time a 6-4 win over the 
Algonac Muskrats. Claire 
Swiatkowski pitched fi ve 
innings, scattering six 
hits with one strikeout. 
Boedecker led the 
offense, going 2-for-4 
with two RBIs. Babcock 
and Jarvi each added a 
hit.

North rattled off its 
third straight  win 
Saturday afternoon with 
a 7-2 win over the St. 
Clair Saints. Stemmler 
pitched seven innings 
allowing three hits, zero 
earned runs and striking 
out two. Charlotte Julien 
went 1-for-4 with 3 RBIs, 
thanks to hitting a bases-
loaded triple. Addie 
Wakefi eld had two hits in 
the win, while Boedecker 
also added two.

North hosted the Utica 

Ford Falcons after press 
time Tuesday. The team 
heads to Eisenhower at 
4:30 p.m. Thursday, May 
2.

Grosse Pointe South
Grosse Pointe South 

varsity softball hit some 
bumps this week in a few 
tight losses, but managed 
to put some tallies in the 

win column to bring its 
season record to 14-4.

The Blue Devils lost to 
Marine City 5-4 Tuesday, 
April 23. South faced an 
early 3-0 deficit, then 
found themselves down 
5-0 by the sixth inning. 
But a grand slam by 
junior Luna Agosta drove 
in four runs to pull South 
within one run, 5-4. 

The comeback fell 
short, however, when the 
Blue Devils struck out 
twice and grounded out 
to end the game. Murphy 
Russell took the loss on 
the mound, going five 
innings and surrendering 
five runs on nine hits, 
striking out two and 
walking fi ve.  

South then headed to 
New Haven Thursday, 
April 25, and left with a 

9-6 loss. 
But the weekend 

brought better luck for 
the Blue Devils when 
they traveled west for the 
a n n u a l  H o l l a n d 
Invitational Saturday, 
April 27. South powered 
past Saugatuck 15-5, led 
by a productive day at the 
plate from Mackenzie 
Simon. Simon hit two 
home runs in the fifth 
and sixth innings and 
drove in four runs to lead 
South to victory.

In Game 2 Saturday, 
Loy Norrix handed South 
a 5-4 defeat, despite the 
Blue Devils collecting 
eight hits in the game. 
Alex Lupo took the loss, 
allowing six hits and fi ve 
runs over seven innings. 
She struck out 11 batters 
and walked two.

South bounced right 
back in Game 3 in a back-
and-forth 9-6 win over 
Holland. South fell 
behind 2-0 after the fi rst 
inning, but put up four 
runs in the third inning to 
take a 4-3 lead. The Blue 
Devils defense only 
allowed one more run, 
scored in the fourth 
inning, while the offense 
added fi ve more runs to 
close out the win. 

Russell earned the win 
on the bump. Vivian 
Ostrowski had three hits, 
while Lucy Gabel, Addie 
Waller, Avery Bellish, 
Simon, Avery Harris and 
Lupo each added one hit.

The Blue Devils hosted 
L’Anse Creuse Tuesday, 
April 30, after press time. 
They head to Fraser at 4 
p.m. Thursday, May 2.

University Liggett
University Liggett 

School girls varsity soft-
ball added a tally in both 
the win and loss columns 
over two games Saturday, 

April 27, 
a n d 
moved its 
s e a s o n 
record to 
10-5 over-
all.

T h e 
K n i g h t s 
began the 
w e e k e n d 
with a 13-9 
loss to the 
L ’ A n s e 
Creuse North 
Crusaders.

T o r i 
Nugent’s bat 
remained hot, going 
3-for-4 in the loss. 
One of Nugent’s hits 
included a solo 
home run to left 
field in the sixth 
inning and two 
doubles in the 
third and fourth 
innings.

Margaret Weiss 
added a triple, while 
Jasmine Maxwell had 
two hits in the loss. 
Isabella Nihem also sin-
gled in the third inning, 
helping Liggett collect 13 
hits and spreading the 
offense throughout the 
lineup.

The Knights made 
short order of things in 
its next game Saturday 
afternoon with a 13-0 win 
over the Cousino Patriots. 
Heading into the fourth 
inning with a 6-0 lead, 
Liggett’s bats exploded, 
adding seven more runs 
for a 13-0 lead and, one 
inning later, captured a 
13-0 win.

The Knights split a 
double header at home 
against Marian on a rainy 
Monday, April 29.

In a 6-5 extra innings 
loss in Game 1, the 
Knights found them-

selves down 
5-0 after the 
fifth, but 
n e a r l y 
mounted a 
v a l i a n t 
comeback. 

Liggett put 
three runs up in 

the sixth inning 
and two more in 

the seventh to tie 
things up and send 

the game into bonus 
softball. With the 
score knotted up 5-5 
heading into the 

ninth inning, the 
Mustangs hit a 

s i n g l e  t o 
knock in 

the win-
n i n g 
run. 

Game 
2 brought 
n e a r l y 
r e v e r s e
c i r c u m -
s t a n c e s , 

but the Knights held on 
for the win. Up 9-3 by the 
end of the third inning, 
Liggett let the Mustangs 
back in the game, letting 
in fi ve runs in the fourth 
to make it a one-run 
game. The Knights added 
a run in the bottom of the 
fi fth and held Marian off 
the board to secure the 
10-8 victory.

Nugent earned the win, 
giving up four hits and 
only one earned run 
among the eight scored. 
She struck out 11 batters 
and walked three. 
Maxwell doubled in the 
third inning while 
Constantina Bournias, 
Weiss and Sasha Deimel 
each contributed one hit.

The Knights head to 
Riverview Father Gabriel 
Richard for a 4:30 p.m. 
road game Thursday, 
May 2.

By Meg Leonard
Senior Editor

Softball hits mid-season

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

North’s Eva Borowski gets ready to take off from fi rst base.

PHOTO BY LEON HALIP

ULS’s Tori Nugent

The fi rst month of the 
high school baseball sea-
son has come to an end, 
and it was one that saw 
its share of ups and 
downs for the teams 
from Grosse Pointe 
North, Grosse Pointe 
South and University 
Liggett School. Last 
week showed just how 
much of a rollercoaster 
the season can be, with 
all three teams picking 
up some victories while 
also suffering some 
tough defeats. 

University Liggett
The Knights continued 

Catholic League play last 
week with four games 
against a couple of the 
toughest teams the 
league has to offer. The 
week started with a dou-
bleheader at home for 
Liggett Wednesday, 
April 24, against Brother 
Rice. The Knights ended 
up on the losing end of 
both games, and both 
times by a large margin. 

The Warriors domi-
nated Liggett in the fi rst 
game to a 13-0 win. The 
Knights got on the board 
in Game 2 of the double-
header, but Eddie Narva 
had the only RBI for 
Liggett in a 13-1 loss. 

Despite losing the dou-
bleheader, the Knights 
bounced back two days 
later on Friday, April 26, 
when taking on De La 
Salle. Five runs in the 
fourth inning helped to 
spur Liggett on to a win 
9-6 over the Pilots. 
Preston Barr had three 
RBIs in the win, all com-
ing on a double hit in the 
fourth inning that 
extended the Knights’ 

lead from 4-3 to 7-3. 
To close the week, 

Liggett went on the road 
to face Brother Rice 
again Saturday, April 27. 
Once again, the Knights 
could not overcome the 
Warriors, losing 9-3. 
Andrew Johnson had a 
pair of RBIs for Liggett in 
the loss. 

Liggett was scheduled 
to play against Central 
Catholic in Toledo, Ohio 
on Monday, April 29, but 
the game was postponed 
due to weather. The 
Knights hosted Detroit 
Catholic Central after 
p r e s s  t i m e  o n 
Wednesday, May 1. The 
team will be at home 
again at 4:30 p.m.Friday, 
May 3, taking on Toledo’s 
St. John’s Jesuit.

Grosse Pointe North
The Norsemen looked 

strong last week when it 
came to their MAC White 
league schedule but fal-
tered over the weekend 
in non-league play. 
However, a couple of big 
wins in the division did 
help North climb up in 
the standings. 

Those wins came 
Thursday, April 25, and 
Friday, April 26, against 
Utica. Thursday’s game 
was a 5-1 win at home 
for North. Junior pitcher 
Brandon Keyes shined 
with his performance on 
the mound in the win. He 
tossed a complete game, 
going seven innings and 

allowing only one run on 
three hits, while also tal-
lying eight strikeouts. 

Pitching and defense 
once again came up big 
for the Norsemen the 
next day. North beat 
Utica on the road 1-0 last 
Friday, with senior ace 
Brennan Hill showing 
out on the mound. Hill 
pitched six and 2/3 
innings allowing only 
two hits and striking out 
15 Utica batters. Henry 
Rocho came in to close 
the game with a strike-
out. 

After a couple of 
l eague  w ins ,  the 
Norsemen suffered a 
pair of league losses 
Saturday, April 27. The 
first was a 4-2 loss 
against Stoney Creek, 
with three hits by Rocco 
Cardinale for North serv-
ing as one of the team’s 
biggest highlights in the 
loss. 

North then fell to 
Rochester Adams 7-5. 
Keyes, Cardinale, Trevor 
Lipscomb, Caleb Butler 
and James Shefferley all 
had  RBI  for  the 

Norsemen. 
North visited St. Clair 

Tuesday, April 30, after 
press time. The team 
continues its MAC White 
series against the Saints 
at home on with first 
pitch at 4:30 p.m. 
Thursday, May 2.

Grosse Pointe South
The Blue Devils also 

had their share of good 
and bad moments last 
week. The team played a 
MAC Red league series 
against Romeo starting 
last Monday and ending 
Thursday, April 25. 
South lost two of the 
three games, the only 
win coming Tuesday, 
April 23, with South win-
ning 5-2. 

After the MAC Red 
series concluded, South 

went on to non-league 
play over the weekend, 
playing twice Saturday. 
The fi rst game was a 4-1 
loss to Rochester Adams. 
Jake Kozel had the only 
RBI for the Blue Devils in 
the loss. 

Later in the day last 
S a t u r d a y ,  S o u t h 
rebounded to beat 
Stoney Creek 6-4. Griffi n 
Szatkiewski had the big 
bat for the Blue Devils in 
that game, bringing in 
three runs on a double in 
the fi fth inning that put 

South in front for the 
lead that would eventu-
ally win the game. 

South then went back 
to MAC Red play 
Monday, April 29. The 
Blue Devils hosted 
Dakota in the fi rst game 
of a three-game series, 
with South on the losing 
side 4-1. 

The Blue Devils went 
on the road to Dakota on 
Tuesday, April 30, after 
press time. South comes 
back home at 4:30 p.m. 
Thursday, April 2. 

Comerica Park
This weekend, crosstown rivals North and South will face each 
other for the fi rst time this season at Comerica Park in Detroit 
Saturday, May 4.
Tickets range from $10 to $20 and can be purchased from ei-
ther South or North varsity baseball players and coaches. First 
pitch is scheduled for 7 p.m Saturday. 
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Baseball teams ride roller coaster
By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter
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GPPLL kicked off its season with games Monday, April 22. It hosted its opening 

day last Saturday at Getz Field. Playoffs begin Saturday, June 8. 

Year established: 1954

Number of players enrolled for 2024 season: 287

Home Field(s) where games are played: Getz Field at Defer Elementary School and 

Pierce Middle School

NAMES OF DIVISIONS WITHIN THE LEAGUE:

Rookie: Mud Hens, Bandits, Bulls, IronBirds, Hot 

Rods, Mighty Mussels and Tides

A: Cubs, Giants, Brewers, Reds, Royals and Rays

AA: Blue Jays, Mariners, Orioles and Cardinals

AAA: Mets, Marlins, Pirates and Phillies

Majors: Tigers, Dodgers, Athletics and White Sox

Website: gppll.com

Always a hit, Grosse Pointe’s Little League
seasons start for baseball, softball 

Game time!Game time!

Grosse Pointe Farms-City Little League, the oldest youth baseball program in the Pointes, kicked off its season 
Monday, April 22. The league hosted its opening day Saturday April 27, at Kerby Field. Playoffs begin Monday, 

June 3, with league championship games slated for Saturday, June 15. 

Year established: 1953
Number of players enrolled for 2024 season: 335

Home Field(s) where games are played: Elworthy Field, Maire Elementary School, Brownell Middle School and 
Kerby Field

DIVISIONS WITHIN THE LEAGUE:
Rookie (5 and 6 year olds): Blue Rocks, Grizzlies, Mighty Muscles, Rail Riders, Riverdogs, Tides, Timber Rattlers

A (7 and 8 year olds): Cannon Ballers, Iron Birds, Emeralds, Grasshoppers, Tin Caps, Marauders and Storm
AA (9 year olds): Hooks, Rockhounds, Trash Pandas and Yard Goats

AAA (10 and 11 year olds): Bats, Bulls, Iron Pigs, Mud Hens, Red Wings and Space Cowboys
Majors (11 and 12 year-olds): Braves, Cardinals, Cubs, Orioles and White Sox

Website: grossepointebaseball.com

Grosse Pointe Farms-City

GPWSLL players have started to take the diamond this spring, and 

the league held its opening day on Sunday, April 28, at Ghesquiere 

Park. The start date for the postseason is still to be determined. 

Year established: 1954

Number of players enrolled for 2024 season: 376

Home Field(s) where games are played: Ghesquiere Park, Vernier 

Field and Monteith Elementary School

DIVISIONS WITHIN THE LEAGUE:

Rookie: Angels, Athletics, Brewers, Diamondbacks, Mariners, Marlins, 

Orioles, Phillies, Pirates, Rockies, Royals and Yankees

Collegiate: Fighting Irish, Tigers, Spartans, Wolverines, Gators, Tar 

Heels, Rebels and Sun Devils

Minors: Space Cowboys, Bulls, Yard Goats, Mud Hens, Lugnuts, Iron 

Birds and Red Wings

Majors: A’s, Braves, Dodgers, Mariners, Orioles and 

Padres

Website: grossepointelittleleague.com

Grosse Pointe Little League Softball kicked off its season last week 

and had its opening day festivities Saturday, April 27. 

Year established: 2012

Number of players enrolled for 2024 season: Approximately 400

Home Field(s) where games are played: Elworthy Field, Ghesquiere 

Park, Maire Elementary School, 

Monteith Elementary School and 

Pierce Middle School

DIVISIONS WITHIN THE LEAGUE:

Machine Pitch: Tar Heels, Bulldogs, 

Hokies, Blue Devils, Gators, Tigers and 

Wildcats

Minors: Huskies, Sooners, Longhorns, 

Golden Knights, Cowgirls, Jayhawks, 

Bears, Ducks, Wildcats, Bruins and Sun 

Devils

Majors: Peppers, Comets, Commotion, 

Vipers, Bandits and Dawgs

Website: grossepointesoftball.com
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What could possibly be a more promising sign of spring than hearing 
the crack of the bat, opening a fresh bag of sunfl ower seeds or 

licorice and cheering on your favorite player on the diamond? 
Spring offi cially sprung last week in Grosse Pointe as the community’s 

Little Leagues began their seasons. Grosse Pointe Park, Grosse Pointe 
Farms-City, Grosse Pointe Woods-Shores and Grosse Pointe Softball celebrated fi rst pitches and 
competitive games that were capped off by fl oat parties Friday, April 26, and opening day cer-
emonies and parades took place Saturday, April 27, for GPPLL and GPFCLL. A little morning 
thunderstorm delayed – but didn’t dampen – the excitement for the GPWSLL parade Sunday, 
April 28.

The Grosse Pointe News sports staff pulled together some of the week’s highlights, with addi-
tional contributions from Little League parents who are pumped up for the new season. Head 
to each league’s website for more information and team schedules, which thanks to Michigan’s 
spring weather, are ever changing. 

Let’s play ball!

By Meg Leonard
Senior Editor

Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

COURTESY PHOTO

Little Leaguers from Grosse Pointe Park toss their hats in the 
air to kick off the new season during opening day ceremonies 
last Saturday.

PHOTO COURTESY OF WOODS-SHORES LITTLE LEAGUE

Woods-Shores Little League players enjoy a post-game snack after the league’s opening day Sunday, April 28. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF WOODS-SHORES LITTLE LEAGUE

The Mariners and Braves face off in the Majors divi-
sion of the Woods-Shores Little League to open the 
season. The Mariners won 11-8.

Grosse Pointe 
Park City 
Manager Nick 
Sizeland rolls 
up his sleeve 
before throw-
ing out the cer-
emonial fi rst 
pitch of the 
Park’s Little 
League season 
last weekend.

COURTESY PHOTO

Grosse Pointe Softball

PHOTO COURTESY OF WOODS-SHORES LITTLE LEAGUE

Players, coaches and families gather at 
Ghesquiere Park Sunday, April 28, at Grosse 
Pointe Woods-Shores Little League’s opening 
day. 

PHOTO BY KARI MANNINO

Cousins who play together, stay together! 
From left to right, cousins Beckham 
Griesbaum, Easton Mannino, Cameron 
Mannino and Blake Griesbaum keep it all 
in the family at GPWSLL’s opening day
parade last Sunday. 

Boomer Inger from the Red 
Wings dashes from second 
to third base against the 
Mud Hens.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF
WOODS-SHORES LITTLE LEAGUE

Grosse Pointe Woods-Shores

Grosse Pointe Park

New Grosse Pointe 
Public Schools 
Superintendent 
Andrea Tuttle, far 
right, is joined by 
her family, from left, 
husband John 
Tuttle, daughter 
Reyn Tuttle and son 
Jay Tuttle, to sup-
port her throwing of 
the fi rst pitch at 
opening day ceremo-
nies for GPFCLL last 
Saturday.

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

At left, Cardinals hitter Gregory Nicholson from Grosse Pointe Farms-City Little League’s majors division makes 
contact in an early-season game against the Orioles at Kerby Field last week. Below, GPFCLL teams show off their 
team spirit during the parade.

SY OF WOODS-SHORES LITTLE LEAGUE

ing day Sunday, April 28. 

GP Little League Softball’s 
Golden Knights from the mi-
nors division prepare for bat-
tle for the upcoming season.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF GROSSE POINTE LITTLE LEAGUE SOFTBALL

The Vipers from Little League Softball’s 
majors division represent their squad at 
the league’s opening day celebration 
Saturday, April 27. 

Red Wings

Emeralds

Rockhounds

Grasshoppers

Tin Caps

Space Cowboys

Iron Birds

Bats

PHOTO BY NICOLE PUENTE WINKLER

FLOAT PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

PHOTO BY NICOLE PUENTE WINKLER

The Cubs and Cardinals hit the fi eld during the 
fi rst week of action in GPFCLL.

DESIGN BY JOHN PIGOTT



Sell your Art, Antiques, Furniture, 
etc. in our special section featuring 
treasures and vintage items from 

here in the 
local area and  
around the region.

What’s Old Is News Again

Special
          Pricing!

plus free
photo

$20
Call the Classifieds for more details. • 313-882-6900 ext. 4

SAM
PLE

6D   GROSSE POINTE NEWS, MAY 2, 2024                PHONE: (313) 882-6900 EXT. 4              WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COM                place your classified ad today!  

Classified advertising

YOUR CONTACT AND BILLING INFORMATION

NAME:

STREET ADDRESS:

CITY:                                                         STATE:                ZIP:

PHONE

AMOUNT ENCLOSED:

CARD NO:                                                                 EXP. DATE:

Prepayment is required. We accept credit cards, cash and check.

Place an Order
MAIL OR FAX THIS FORM (OR PLACE AN ORDER ON OUR WEB SITE)
Grosse Pointe News
Mail: Classified Advertising, 16980 Kercheval Pl., Grosse Pointe, MI 48230

YOUR ADVERTISEMENT

CLASSIFICATION NAME:

Phone: (313) 882-6900 Ext. 4  Fax: (313) 882-1585

Web: grossepointenews.com 

Email: classifieds@grossepointenews.com

$25 FOR 35 WORDS. ADDITIONAL WORDS, .30¢ EACH. CALL FOR COLOR!

NO. OF WEEKS:                  X    COST PER WEEK:                =    TOTAL:                  

35                      $25.00

40                      $26.5039                      $26.2038                      $25.9037                      $25.6036                      $25.30

PHONE: 313-882-6900 EXT. 4 WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COMFAX: 313-882-1585

DEADLINES
Please call for holiday deadline
dates and times, subject to change.

PRICING
Prepayment is required.
We accept credit cards, cash  
and check.

FREQUENCY DISCOUNTS
Given for multi-week scheduled
advertising, with prepayment or 
credit approval. Call for rates or for 
more information. Phone lines can 
be busy on Monday and Tuesday.
Please call early.

WORD ADS:
35 words for $25.00;
additional words are 30¢ each.
Abbreviations are not accepted.
BORDER ADS STARTING AT:
$26.00 per column inch

CLASSIFYING
AND CENSORSHIP
We reserve the right to classify 
each ad under its appropriate 
heading. The publisher reserves 
the right to edit or reject ad copy 
submitted for publication.

CORRECTIONS
AND ADJUSTMENTS
Responsibility for classified 
advertising errors is limited to either  
a cancellation of the charge or a  
re-run of the portion of the error. 
Notification must be given in time for  
the correction in the following issue.  
We assume no responsibility for the 
same after the first insertion.

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M.
CLASSIFIED WORD ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M. 

819 CEMETERY LOTS

WHITE CHAPEL
CEMETERY

Two plots in Garden
of Religious Liberty.

$1,300 each.
(313)213-7181

708 APT/FLAT/DUPLEX
FOR RENT

SUNNY
2 bedroom
upper flat

Grosse Pointe City.
Must see to
appreciate.

$1,500/ month.
No Pets.

References/
credit check
Immediately

available.
(231)881-6847
(231)590-6937

716 OFFICE / COMMERCIAL 
FOR RENT

COMMERCIAL
Office Space

for Lease:
In the Heart of
The Village in
Grosse Pointe

16845 Kercheval
Place, Suite 2

1850 Square Feet
5- 6 Offices

Kitchen
Wet bar in suite

Conference room
1/2 bath in suite

Added space
(offices) available

and can be
renovated to meet

your needs
Minimum

2 year lease
Sine and

Monaghan Realtors
Call Pat Chasteen

(313)884-1830
(313)670-1809

Property For Rent

classifi ed advertising 
AD OF THE WEEK

Ducks In A Row

De-cluttering & Organizing 
Your Home!

CLOSETS • BASEMENTS • WHOLE HOUSE
We’ll organize your paper clutter, 

home information, notebooks, 
medical journals, memory albums.

Becky Schlaff • (313)580-2528
schlaffb@comcast.net

Susan Mason • (313)910-9705
rwmason@comcast.net

406 ESTATE SALES

At the Corner of Kercheval and Lincoln

313 779 0193
www.marciawilkestatesales.com

This is a beautiful sale with quality items 
in perfect condition, we have a Thomasville 
sofa, pair of Thomasville recliners, Ethan Allen 
block-front chest, Thomasville media cabinet, 
upholstered poof, two beautiful oriental 
carpets, two king beds, white wicker loveseat 
and table, wooden bench, pair leather office 
chairs, Queen Anne dining table with six 
chairs, signed Steve Yzerman jersey with 
Certificate of Authenticity, male mannequin, 
large amount of toys and games, train sets, 
men’s and women’s clothing, books, vintage 
skis, outdoor furniture, like new 30 inch Toro 
TimeMaster lawn mower, lots and lots more!

532 LINCOLN
GROSSE POINTE CITY

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
MAY 3 AND 4

9:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.

050224

Street Numbers honored Friday at 8:30 a.m.
Check out marciawilkestatesales to see some 

featured items on Wednesday evening.
We accept cash, checks, VISA, MaserCard, 

Discover, AMEX and Apple Pay

406 ESTATE SALES

ESTATE SALE
Friday May 3rd • 9:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M.

Saturday May 4th • 9:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M.

313-881-1800
Auctions • Appraisals • Estate / Moving Sales • Clean Outs

STREET NUMBERS HONORED AT 8:30 A.M. FRIDAY ONLY
Our numbers available 8:30 A.M. ~ 9:00 A.M. Friday only

Check website for photos and details. stefeksauctions.com

050224

This lovely home is filled with furniture and decorative items. 
Check website for photos and details.  

1000 THREE MILE
Grosse Pointe Park

(W. of Jefferson)

001 SPECIAL PROMOS

CLASSIFIED
MODIFIED

RATES
Classified Ad

35 words $25.00
30¢ each

additional word
 (313)882-6900 x4

100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

2023 QUANTUM
26 EDGE

Power Wheelchair.
Brand new,
never used.

$7,500/
or best offer.

(586)206-4993
lgkozaruk

@gmail.com

PREPARE for power
outages today with

a Generac Home
Standby Generator.
Act now to receive

a FREE 5 Year
warranty with

qualifying purchase.
Call 1(855)773-8191
today to schedule a
free quote. It’s not
just a generator.

It’s a power move.

119 TRANSPORTATION /
TRAVEL

586-267-5941

AIRPORT
SHUTTLE!

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

EXPERIENCED
CAREGIVERS.

Must be honest,
compassionate,

neat and
well spoken.

Must have reliable
transportation and

references.
Call (313)409-0120
Full and part- time,

days, evenings,
 weekends.

PART TIME
INTERIOR DESIGN

ASSISTANT
needed for small

retail shop.
Experience and/ or
design background

helpful.
Call (313)610-9022

* KITCHEN HELP *
Servers, Bussers,

Dishwashers
Needed

Students welcome.
Must be 18.

No experience
necessary.

Call Jodi
(313)318-6100

203 HELP WANTED
DENTAL / MEDICAL

GROSSE POINTE
Doctor’s office is

seeking a
full- time medical
assistant/ nurse.
Must be friendly

and detail oriented.
Previous medical
office experience
of at least 1 year,
EMR knowledge
and computer
skills helpful.
Please email
resumes to
careers@

drshaunadiggs.com

209 HELP WANTED
PROFESSIONAL

ADMINISTRATOR
for Grosse Pointe

Foundation for
Public Education,
part time, hourly.
Responsible for

planning,
coordinating

operational aspects,
accounting,

fundraising, and
communications.

Experience
preferred.

Send email with
subject

“Administrator” and
attached resume to
gpfpe1@gmail.com

302 SITUATION WANTED
CONVALESCENT CARE

CITA ANGELS
HOME CARE

Caregiver services.
24 hour care. We
assist in cooking,
cleaning, bathing/
grooming, doctor's

appointments,
errands, etc.

Accepting
medicaid payments.

1(866)54-ANGEL

CAREGIVERS
available in the
privacy of your

own home.
Hourly and

24 hour care.
 Best prices
guarantee.

NOW ACCEPTING
 NEW CLIENTS
 (586)215-6777

office@innhomecare.net
www.innhomecare.net

 Now Hiring

302 SITUATION WANTED
CONVALESCENT CARE
LOOKING

for a caregiver?
You have it.

A compassionate
person and
self starter.

I want to be the one
that helps you out.
IF you need help

please call:
Mary Ann

(586)894-2413

305 SITUATION WANTED
HOUSE CLEANING

Are you tired
of spending your

weekends
scrubbing, dusting,
and vacuuming?

It's time to reclaim
your free time and

enjoy the comfort of
a spotless home.
Opulent Touch

is here to make your
life easier with our
professional maid

services. Call
(313)844-8566

312 SITUATION WANTED
ORGANIZING

DUCKS IN A ROW
De-cluttering and
organizing your
home! Closets,

basements,
whole house.
Organize your
paper clutter.

Home information,
notebooks,

Medical journals,
memory albums.

Becky Schlaff
(313)580-2528
Susan Mason
(313)910-9705

schlaffb@
comcast.net
rwmason@

comcast.net

400 ANTIQUES /
COLLECTIBLES

MY Grandmother's
china from

Hudson's and
Sterling Silver

flatware,
over 75 years old.

Beautiful condition!
(313)213-7181

406 ESTATE SALES

ST. CLAIR SHORES
Estate Sale

22594 ARDMORE
PARK

East of Jefferson
Offered by

JC ESTATE SALE
SERVICES

MAY 2, 3, 4
Thursday
9am- 5pm

Friday, Saturday,
9am- 4pm.

EVERYTHING
NAUTICAL:

Stained glass, fine
art, home accents.

Mid Century
furniture, leather

furniture, Steinway
upright piano, tons

of tools, 10x 14
Persian area rugs,

Bose radios, stereo
components,

clocks, office copier
& TONS MORE!!

409 GARAGE / YARD /
RUMMAGE SALE

ALEXANDER
 ANNUAL

44rd STREET SALE
11 Mile/ Jefferson
 St. Clair Shores

 May 4, 9am- 5pm;
May 5, 11am- 4pm

409 GARAGE / YARD /
RUMMAGE SALE

EASTSIDE'S
GREATEST

RUMMAGE SALE
ST. PAUL

LUTHERAN!
 This much-beloved
Rummage Sale– the
greatest on metro
Detroit’s east side–
is finally back in full
after a hiatus due to

Covid and a
catastrophic
church flood.
Something for

everyone:
clothing, shoes,

books, toys,
jewelry, household

items, holiday
décor, small

appliances, linens,
and so much more!

Our popular
Boutique is filled

with new,
collectible, and

name-brand items
at bargain prices.

Come Friday for the
best selection;

return on Saturday
when items are

half-off.
 Friday, May 3,

9 a.m.– 4 p.m. and
Saturday, May 4,

9 a.m.– 2 p.m.
Handicap parking

and elevator
available to the
basement sale.

 St. Paul is located
at 375 Lothrop

(corner of
Chalfonte) in Grosse

Pointe Farms.

409 GARAGE / YARD /
RUMMAGE SALE

GARAGE/
BASEMENT SALE
JK Wrangler soft
top, pool table,
piano, vintage

items, furniture,
clothes, shelving,
collectibles, boat
chairs, Nautical

items, fishing rods,
household, toys,

pictures.
MORE!

863 North Brys
May 2, 3, 4.
9:30- 3:30

415 WANTED TO BUY

SELL ME YOUR
VINYL RECORDS
We buy LP's, 45's

No collection
too large.

We come to you!
RIPE RECORDS

Call (313)469-7479

505 LOST & FOUND

FOUND
Male cat,

totally declawed,
not neutered,
no microchip.
(313)221-6029

603 GENERAL MOTORS

TRANSPORTATION
SPECIAL

2011 Chevrolet
Cruze LT, interior
like brand new,
80,300 miles.

Excellent back to
school car.

$5,595.
(313)850-4167

606 SPORT UTILITY

2014 Jeep Grand
Cherokee Summit,

123,337 miles,
black/ black, good
condition, operates

well. $12,500.
(313)268-4808

DON’T FORGET-
Call your ads in EARLY!

Classified
Advertising

(313)882-6900 x4
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911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK

 

 

  

 

 

313-886-8088

Masonary Restoration
 Chimneys - Porches
 Brick Walls - Steps

 Tuck Pointing - Patios

 
Masonry • Tuckpointing

Porches • Walkways
313-886-8088

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,

tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and

insured.
masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525

Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING

FINANCING

•Chimneys
•Porches
•Concrete

•Steps
•Stonework

•Tuckpointing
•Patios

•Fireplaces
•Brick Work
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

912 BUILDING / REMODELING

COMPLETE
HOME RENOVATION

Interior • Exterior
Highest Quality
Workmanship

Insured
Licensed Builder
Zero insurance

claims in the past
35 years.

Robert Loomis
Painting &

Construction LLC
(586)770-5778

LOOKING
to get a fresh new

look for Spring?
We specialize in all
of your remodeling

projects.
Does your kitchen

or fireplace need an
updated look?

We are skilled for
all your renovations
including painting!

Title Stone Style LLC
(586)413-0684

912 BUILDING / REMODELING

SAFE STEP
North America's
#1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive

lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line
installation and

service.
Now featuring our

FREE shower
package and

$1,600 Off for a
limited time!
Call today!

Financing available.
Call Safe Step

1(855)861-4501

The bathroom of
your dreams in as

little as 1 day.
Limited Time Offer

$1,000 off or
No Payments and

No Interest for
18 months

for customers
who qualify.

BCI Bath & Shower
Many options

available.
Quality materials &

professional
installation.

Senior & Military
Discounts Available.

Call Today!
 1(877)957-1264

914 CARPENTRY

Wood Rot
Repair Specialists

Garage
Straightening
Deck Repairs

Crown Molding
Custom Wood

Projects
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

920 CHIMNEY REPAIR

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,

tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and

insured.
masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525

Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING

FINANCING

927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

 Debris Removal
•Clean Outs

•Hauling
Unwanted Items

•Dumpsters
Available
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

DUMPSTERS
AVAILABLE

•Clean Outs
•Basement/

  Garage Clean Out
•Debris Removal

 (313)408-1166

929 DRYWALL / PLASTERING

"Chip"
Gibson

Painting
Painting & Plaster
(313) 884-5764

936 FLOOR SANDING /
REFINISHING

FLOOR
laying, sanding
and refinishing.

Laminate
flooring installed.
Free estimates.

Terry Yerke
(586)823-7753

GASKIN FLOOR
SANDING

Refinishing,
95% dust free,

Repairs,
Natural/ Staining.

Since 1987.
Free estimates.
(586)722-3370

939 GENERAL SERVICES

GUTTER • WINDOW
CLEANING

Insured
Call Tom Micoli
(313)656-9402

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

(313)886-0520
TREE REMOVAL

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

BRYS
LAWN & SNOW
Spring cleanup,
weekly cutting,
bush trimming,

weeding.
Free quotes.

Established 1986.
Jim Sr.

(586)804-2186

DAVE's
TREE & SHRUB
Tree Removal/

Trimming
Stump Grinding
Gutter Cleaning
FREE ESTIMATES

30% WINTER
DISCOUNTS

SENIOR DISCOUNTS
* FIREWOOD *

AVAILABLE
25 Years

(586)216-0904

JNHB
LANDSCAPING
 Consisting of 4

Grosse Pointe South
graduates who’ve

worked together for
the past 5 years,

our expertise
includes lawn care,
mulching, hedging,
cleanups, manual

labor, and
much more!
Contact us at

(313)575-8917!

Jose's
Landscaping

Services
Power wash patios.
Brick patio repair,

installation
and sealer.

Landscape, mulch
and sod.

Shrub trimming.
Spring and Fall

Clean- up.
Garden

Maintenance.
(313)207-3276

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

ROYAL
 ENTERPRISE

LANDSCAPING
•Spring Cleanup

•Mulching
•Power Raking/

Dethatching
•Sod

•Small Tree & Shrub
Planting & Removal

•Garden Walls
•Brick Paver

Walks & Patios
 Residential/
Commercial
Fully Insured

RAY
(313)218-2150

944 GUTTERS

ELIMINATE
gutter cleaning

forever!
LeafFilter,

the most advanced
debris- blocking

gutter protection.
Schedule a

FREE LeafFilter
estimate today.

20% off
entire purchase.

PLUS 10% Senior &
Military discounts.

Call 1(866)495-1709

Gutter
Replacement

& Repair
5 & 6 inch

Gutter Guards
Gutter Cleaning
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
Temper Aluminum

Gutter Covers
Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

945 HANDYMAN

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Service

Electrical - Plumbing

945 HANDYMAN

HANDYMAN
specializing in

Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning,

Electrical
and miscellaneous

odd jobs.
Lifetime career

experience,
reference available.
Call Douglas Kehrer

at
(586)292-5971

We're your
"TO DO"

list handymen!
Let us help you with

any plumbing,
electrical,

carpentry and
much more.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
 (313)408-1166

947 HEATING & COOLING
REPAIR

 SPECIALIZING
IN SERVICE &

INSTALLATION:
•Furnace & Boilers
•Air Conditioning
•SDHV Spacepak

•Indoor Air Quality
•Ductless Mini

Splits
•Tankless Water

Heaters
(586)489-3884
www.mccarver

mech.com
FREE ESTIMATES!

948 INSULATION

A quiet home is a
relaxing home!

Blown in Cellulose
Insulation is

GREEN, cost and
energy efficient.

Red Baron
Enterprises, LLC

can insulate
your home.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

Residential
Commercial
INSULATION

 EXPERTS
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

Book your
exterior projects

NOW!
ROBERT LOOMIS

PAINTING
Licensed and

insured.
Thousands of

satisfied customers
in Metro Detroit.

CALL ROB
(586)770-5778

and we can discuss
your project.

"Chip"
Gibson

Painting
Painting & Plaster
(313) 884-5764

JOHN’S PAINTING
Interior/Exterior

Repairing:
Damaged plaster,
 drywall, cracks,

windows
puttying, caulking.
Fire/Water damage

 insurance work.
 All work

guaranteed
 G. P. References
 License/Insured
Free estimates
Senior Discount
(313)882-5038

Painting Services
Interior & Exterior

Floors
Drywall
Plaster

Restoration
Wood Finishing

+ Staining
+ much more!

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

QUALITY
 work at a

 reasonable price.
 Interior and

 exterior painting,
drywall repair,

power washing and
deck staining.

 30 years
experience
 Call Dennis

 (586)506-2233

957 PLUMBING
& INSTALLATION

Plumbing
Diagnosis

Installation
Repair

Hot Water Tanks
Snaking

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

957 PLUMBING
& INSTALLATION

SPECIALIZING
IN SERVICE &
INSTALLATION

•Standard Water
Heaters

•Tankless Water
Heaters

•Boiler Repair
(Steam &

Hot Water)
(586)489-3884
www.mccarver

mech.com
FREE ESTIMATES!

959 POWER WASHING

SOAK CITY
POWER WASH
offers expert

cleaning services
for both residential

and commercial
properties. From
power washing to
driveway, house,

window, and patio
cleaning, we

restore surfaces
to their

pristine condition.
Enjoy 20% off all

estimates, plus free
estimates. Trust us
to revitalize your

space with
precision and care.

Contact us at
(313)960-5771

960 ROOFING SERVICES

NEW INSTALLATION
Roofs, Gutters

Repairs
Siding

Financing Available!
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

Residential
Commercial

ROOFING EXPERTS
Lifetime Warranty

on Shingles
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

RR CODDENS
Family since 1924

(313)886-5565
(313)550-6602

Licensed•Builder•Insured

Re-Roofs ~ Tear Offs
Flat Roofs

Chimney Repair

Classifieds: 313-882-6900 x 1

Buy! $ell!�

�

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

THIS
 WEEK

= ESTATE SALE

= YARD SALE

See Classifieds for 
more details

Yard & Estate Sale Map

1. 532 Lincoln, GPC
2. 375 Lothrop, GPF
3. 1000 Three Mile, GPP

4. 863 North Brys, GPW
5. Alexander Street, SCS
6. 22594 Ardmore Park, SCS

1
3

2

4

5 6
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8D  |  LITTLE LEAGUE CONTEST

CITY OF HARPER WOODS
WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN

SYNOPSIS: REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
APRIL 15, 2024

The regular City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Valerie Kindle at 7:00 P.M.

ROLL CALL:  All Councilpersons were present, except Vivian Sawickit

MOTIONS PASSED
1) to excuse Councilperson Vivian Sawicki from tonight’s meeting due to a prior 
commitment.

held on March 20, 2024 and the Planning Commission meeting held on March 27, 2024.
3) to add to the agenda a payment to Oakland County - CLEMIS.
4) To schedule a public hearing on May 6, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. for the purpose of receiving 
public comment on the continuation of a Special Assessment District and further to schedule 
a second public hearing on May 20, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. for the purpose of reviewing the effect 
of the Special Assessment on the tax roll, and further that the City Clerk publish a notice of 
these in accordance with City Charter requirements.
6) That the agenda of the regular City Council meeting having been acted upon, the meeting 
is hereby adjourned at 7:36 p.m.

RESOLUTIONS PASSED
1) (1) approve the Accounts Payable/Payroll Vendor listing for Check Numbers 129743 through 
129822 in the amount of $375,778.03 as submitted by the City Manager and Finance Director, and 
further, authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the listing. (2) approve payment to Anderson, 
Eckstein & Westrick, Inc. in the amount of $21,271.48 for professional services during the month 

Repair, Eastland Center Redevelopment, Joint and Crack Sealing, HWHS Field house, City 
Hall Generator, Sanitary Sewer FCIPP Program, Storm Sewer Repair, Sanitary Sewer Cleaning, 
DWSD Sewage Discharge, Temporary Water Operator, EGLE Planning Grant, Pavement Striping, 
Miss Digs and Marijuana facilities. (3) approve payment in the amount of $5,609.00 to Drive 
Creative Services, LLC  for the production of the April/June Newsletter. (4) approve payment to 
SAFEbuilt, LLC in the amount of $37,229.09 for the contractual building department services 
performed during the month of March 2024. (5) approve payment to Wolverine Contractors, Inc. 

for their assistance with a water main break and replacement of stop box. (7)  approve payment 
to Turf and Timber LLC in the amount of $7,100.00 for the removal of dead and downed trees/
limbs. (8) approve payment to Oakland County in the amount of $5,830.00 for fees relative to the 
CLEMIS computer system utilized by the Police Department. (9) appoint Mr. George Cotton III 

as outlined in their engagement letter dated April 5, 2024, and further authorize the acting City 
Manager to sign the letter on behalf of the City. 

replacement at Salter Park, and further that Wayne County Grant funds be utilized for this project.

_________________________ _________________________
Valerie Kindle, Mayor Leslie M. Frank, City Clerk

Published: GPN, May 2, 2024

Cooper Getz suits up in his Chicago White 
Sox uniform for Grosse Pointe Farms-City 
Little League last Saturday. Baseball is 
quite the family affair for the Getz clan, as 
multiple siblings, cousins and uncles have 
played Little League in Grosse Pointe for 
generations. Perhaps the most well-known 
family member might be Cooper’s uncle, 
Chris Getz, a former baseball star at 
Grosse Pointe South and the University of 
Michigan, who is now the general manag-
er of the White Sox in the MLB.

PHOTO COURTESY OF QUINN GETZ

As featured on page 1D, the Grosse Pointe News has offi -
cially kicked off the Little League Photo of the Week contest.
We received so many worthy nominations, we decided to 

share them all to celebrate the inaugural week of the season. 
Send entries to media@grossepointenews.com. Game on!

Bonus Ball

 

PROUDLY SERVING ALL OF 
GROSSE POINTE & 

SURROUNDING WATERFRONT 
COMMUNITIES   

TO READ CLIENT REVIEWS

REALTOR ® 

1012 N. CHANNEL – HARSENS ISLAND

45482 PRIVATE SHORE - CHESTERFIELD
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Left, Blaise, Mackinac 
and Mae Knuth sing the 
national anthem at 
Grosse Pointe Park Little 
League’s opening day 
ceremony Saturday, 
April 27.

PHOTO COURTESY OF 
JACQUELINE KNUTH

PHOTO COURTESY OF ELISE HINDELANG

From left to right, brother Joey, 10, 
John, 12, and Michael Hindelang, 8, 
celebrate opening day for Grosse 
Pointe Park Little League.

COURTESY PHOTO

Ballplayers from GPPLL watch 
warm-ups last week.

COURTESY PHOTO

From left to right, Anna Drouilard, Sofi a 
Dragovich and Clare Bishop grab their 
gear after gametime for Grosse Pointe 
Little League Softball’s Scrapyard 
Dawgs and Commotion. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF BETH PLUMRIDGE

Sisters Caitlyn Plumridge, 8, left, repre-
sents the Tar Heels, while Claire 
Plumridge, 11, dons her Vipers jersey 
for Grosse Pointe Little League Softball.

PHOTO COURTESY OF STEPHANIE CRANDALL

Parker Crandall with the Grosse 
Pointe Farms-City Little League’s 
Hooks sports his own crazy riff on 
eye black.

Right, Grosse 
Pointe Park City 

Manager Nick Sizeland cele-
brates opening day with his fami-
ly at Defer Elementary School. 
Pictured from left are cousin 
Frankie Tannheimer, Sizeland, 
daughter Kinsley Sizeland and 
cousin Charlotte Tannheimer.

PHOTO COURTESY OF CLARE 
VANDELINDER

PHOTO COURTESY OF BETH PLUMRIDGE

Above, Ethan 
Plumridge, 5, represents 
the Colorado Rockies for 
Grosse Pointe Woods-
Shores Little League.

GP News reader Katherine 
Mannino  submitted this nostalgic 
photos of former Little Leaguers 
from the 1960 Pittsburgh Pirates’ 
(below) from what was then called 
Grosse Pointe Farms Little League. 
Three of those players recently got 
together, who are pictured in the 
photo at top, with their correlating 
photos as Pirates. 
From left to right, they include Ed 
Mannino, of Grosse Pointe Shores, 
and Gary Brooks (both Grosse 
Pointe South alum) and Doug 
Deck, who now resides in 
Scottsdale, Ariz. 
“These “old guys 
still talk about 
their Farms Little 
League days play-
ing for the 
Pirates!!!,” 
Katherine 
Mannino said. 
“Garry Brooks still 
has his jersey!”

PHOTOS AND PHOTO 
GRAPHIC COURTESY OF
KATHERINE MANNINO

By Meg Leonard
Senior Editor
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