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State champ!

Wyatt Hepner gets his hand raised in victory after winning the Division 1, 138-pound wrestling state
championship, becoming Grosse Pointe South’s first wrestling champion in school history. Read more de-
tails on page 1D.

HR complaints
dominate

BoE meeting
FOIA request filed

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

THE GROSSE
POINTES — Discussion
of human resources
complaints against a
trustee and the ensuing
investigation were the
focal point of a Grosse
Pointe Public School
System Board of
Education meeting
Tuesday, Feb. 27, that
saw two audience mem-
bers nearly come to
blows.

The issue first came to
light at the board’s
meeting Tuesday, Feb.
6, when Trustee Valarie
St. John said a sitting

board member had
made “racist and sexist
comments and engaged
in retaliatory behavior
against some of our
administrators and
we’re not doing any-
thing about it.”

She was talking about
HR complaints filed
against then-President
Ahmed Ismail, who is
now the board vice
president. The Grosse
Pointe News has filed a
Freedom of Information
Act request with the dis-
trict to obtain a report
stemming from an
investigation into those

See HR, page 9A

Feb. primary
in the books

By Laurel Kraus Memorial on Election
and Ted O’Neil Day and the feedback
Staff Writers was positive,” said

Derrick Kozicki, Farms
assistant city manager/
city clerk. “And it was
mutually beneficial for
The War Memorial,
because a good portion
of those voters had not
seen the Fred Alger

GROSSE POINTE CITY,
FARMS, SHORES &
WOODS — Alongside
the state-required nine
days of early voting,
Farms residents experi-
enced an additional first

Center.”

Among the 31.53 per-
cent of Farms voters
who cast a ballot in the
presidential primary,
absentee remained the
most popular avenue for
1,685 residents. An addi-

this election with all
Election Day precincts
consolidated at The War
Memorial, which offered
the city a significantly
discounted price for use
of its new ballroom
space.

Tables, decor
and food to
inspire your
celebration

Close call

Smoke could be seen billowing from the roof of Jerry’s Club Party Store, 381
Kercheval, at 5:50 p.m. Monday afternoon, after heat tape — meant to prevent
ice build-up on pipes — ignited and spread to roof tar and shingles.

Farms officers were able to put out the small fire with extinguishers, Deputy
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“Approximately 900
voters visited The War

Director Andy Rogers reported.

See PRIMARY, page 2A

“We’re operating as normal,” owner Jerry Stocking said Tuesday morning.

regarded as a protest vote advo-
cating the United States back

On the Republican side, the

o o o
Preordained primaries
Palestinians.
By Brad Lindberg Tuesday, Feb. 27, with preor-
Staff Writer dained findings.

GROSSE POINTE PARK —
Temperatures the day of the
presidential primary hit 74 de-
grees, breaking the February

The only Democrat candidate
of consequence, incumbent
President Joe Biden, won his
party’s election with 77.08 per-
cent of the vote.

party base’s unequivocal choice,
former President Donald Trump,
came out on top but not by
much.

Trump maintained a monop-
oly on primary outcomes with a

before Election Day by Democrat
California Gov. Gavin Newsom.

Also endorsing Haley was the
national political action commit-
tee PrimaryPivot, involving
Republicans dead set against
Trump, which encouraged
Democrat voters in the Michigan
and other primaries to cross
party lines and undermine the

high of 70 Fahrenheit setin 2017, In second place came slight internecine victory in the Republican front-runner.
thus producing the only excep- “Uncommitted,” which during Park over former South Carolina It was easy last week for voters
tional event of the day. Israel’s current counterattack Gov. Nikki Haley, designated a

Voting stations closed against Hamas terrorists is Democrat surrogate four days See PARK, page 2A
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EERV is on the way

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK
— Few things are more
captivating than a con-
struction site.

“Everyone is driving by
to look,” said Ryan
Neddermeyer, site fore-
man of storm valve instal-
lation near the entrance
to Patterson Park on
Essex Drive. “It’s been
constant traffic for the
last week.”

Work that was sus-
pended during winter
resumed recently and is
almost finished.

“All major excavation,
the (laying of) pipes and
everything are done,”
said Councilman Max
Wiener, an engineer and
chairman of the infra-
structure committee.
“Now, they are just

threading in the connec-
tions.”

The final piece to install
is the first piece ordered
for the project, a sluice
gate.

“The sluice gate was
the component that took
the longest by a country
mile,” Wiener said. “It is
custom built. It took over
a year and a half to get it
built.”

The gate is an over-
sized portal from the
storm sewer system to an
outflow off the park.

Intentions are to open
the valve only when over-
whelming volumes of
stormwater threaten to
backup into basements,
as happened to thou-
sands of properties dur-
ing summer 2021.

Hence the valve’s offi-
cial designation as an
“extreme emergency”

relief valve.

Water will be diverted
to an underground hold-
ing tank in Patterson
Park, where it will be
mixed with chlorine and
drained into Lake St.
Clair.

“We are just waiting for
the valve to come in,”
Neddermeyer said.

“It’s coming from out of
state,” said Nick Sizeland,
city manager.

Upon delivery,
Neddermeyer’s crew
from L. D’Agostino and
Sons construction com-
pany will settle the gate
into a rectangular, below-
ground chamber topped
currently and thereafter
by a one-foot-thick con-
crete slab.

“You will never be able
to see it,” Neddermeyer
said. “There will be a han-
dle sticking out of the

PHOTO BY BRAD LINDBERG

A concrete-topped, rectangular, underground chamber awaits delivery of the
extreme emergency relief valve at Patterson Park.

ground for manual opera-
tion. That is about it.”
Electricians also will
install controls.
“The game plan is prob-
ably the first or second
week of April we are

going to fire it up for seal
testing,” Wiener said.
“We are going to open the
gate and see how it
works.”

Residents in the vicinity
are scheduled to be

alerted beforehand, he
said.

“We will be ready to
chlorinate (the water)
and track it,” Wiener said.

See EERV, page 4A

PRIMARY:

Continued from page 1A

tional 926 voted in per-
son on Election Day
Tuesday, Feb. 27, and
324 tried their hand at
early voting.

Of these, 1,067 resi-
dents voted via the
Democratic ballot versus
1,868 residents selecting
the Republican ballot.

President Joseph
Biden took 874, or 82.14
percent, of Democratic
votes, with 150, or 14.10
percent, of residents
selecting uncommitted.

Former President
Donald Trump saw 979,
or 52.52 percent, of

Republican votes, com-
pared to Nikki Haley
receiving 803, or 43.08
percent.

In the City of Grosse
Pointe, 30.23 percent of
registered voters took
part in the election, with
936 people voting absen-
tee and 541 showing up
to the polls on Election
Day.

Eighty-four City resi-
dents chose to take part
in the nine days of early
voting, offered for the
first time this election.

“I can see the potential
of elevating the over-
whelming amount of
Election Day voters we
get for elections such as
the presidential,” said

Chris Hardenbrook, City
of Grosse Pointe assis-
tant city manager/city
clerk. “Unfortunately for
a presidential primary, it
was slow, but I’'m sure
that’s due to multiple
reasons. One, it being
new and unfamiliar to
voters and the low turn-
out and low percentage
that presidential prima-
ries usually attract.”

The City saw 687 vot-
ers select a Democratic
ballot, compared to 874
voters who selected a
Republican ballot.

Biden received 578, or
84.50 percent, of the
Democratic votes. The
next highest percentage
of voters, 10.82 percent,

selected uncommitted.

The Republican ticket
was more evenly split
between two candidates.

Trump received 428,
or 48.97 percent, of the
votes, while Haley
received 415, or 47.48
percent.

Grosse Pointe Woods
saw 4,620 total ballots
cast, including 252 dur-
ing early voting.

“It went really well,”
Clerk Paul Antolin said
of the new process. “We
had more people use it
than I expected and we
expect even more in
August and November.
We got a lot of compli-
ments and those people
will probably spread the

word.”

Some 2,741 people
voted in the Republican
primary, with Trump
getting 1,564 votes, or 58
percent. Haley received
1,019, or 38 percent. The
rest was split between
uncommitted and candi-
dates who have sus-
pended their campaigns
or dropped out.

On the Democratic
side, 1,879 voters cast
ballots, with 1,545, or 82
percent, going for Biden.
Another 226 chose
uncommitted, or 13 per-
cent.

In Grosse Pointe
Shores, 144 out of 167
Democratic voters chose
Biden, or 87 percent.

The other 13 percent
chose uncommitted.

Of Republicans,
Trump received 358 of
the 564 votes, or 64 per-
cent. Haley got 194
votes, good for 34 per-
cent.

Early voting accounted
for 79 votes, with just
two days in double dig-
its.

“We had a decent turn-
out, but it went well,
considering the size of
our community,” Deputy
Clerk Courtney Delmege
said. “But we’ll be look-
ing for more volunteers
to handle early voting
for the August primary
and November general
election.”

PARK:

Continued from page 1A

to temporarily switch
allegiance.

“They had to declare
what party they wanted
to vote for,” City Clerk
Bridgette Bowdler said.

“This is not considered
a declaration of party
affiliation and has no
bearing on how a voter
may vote in future pri-
mary elections,” accord-
ing to a section on
PrimaryPivot’s website,
primarypivot.org,

instructing Michigan vot-
ers how to make the
switch.

Haley maintained her
record of nothing-but-
losses this election sea-
son by receiving 610
(46.32 percent) votes in
the Park compared to
Trump’s 632 (47.99 per-
cent).

Of 2,709 total votes cast
in the city during the pri-
mary, 1,392 favored
Democrat candidates,
1,317 Republican.

This was the first elec-
tion in the Park for
Bowdler, hired in October
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2023, but not the first dur-
ing her four-year career.

“It’s a good opportunity
to get everybody geared
up and trained in prepa-
ration for the other elec-
tions,” Bowdler said.
“This one started a little
slower. I anticipate it
being busier in the
August and November
elections.”

Some 165 votes — just
over 6 percent of the total
and split almost equally
among the two parties
(GOP 83, Dems 82) —
were cast during the
state’s inaugural nine-
day early voting period.

“That was more than I
anticipated,” Bowdler

Fortono

Mower Service

said. “I was thinking
there’d be about 100 peo-
ple. We had some older
residents who didn’t want
to deal with crowds on
Election Day. We also
had early voters who
were going on vacation
and wanted to see their
vote tabulated.”

“It was very quick and
easy to get in and out,”
said William Brown, an
election inspector during
early voting. He was back
for more during the day
of the election, working
at the Precinct 7 station
located in the Lavins
Center gymnasium at
Windmill Pointe Park.

More primary votes

Time for a tune-up?

We will pick up and deliver your
equipment! Call for details.

(586) 775-7472
21707 Harper Avenue
Saint Clair Shores
Equipment Sales & Service

We offer pick-up and delivery service ensuring
your pet has a safe traveling experience to and
from our facility.

Lucas Dewey, owner & trainer, has been working

in the dog boarding & training industry for 14 years.

Please give us a call at 810-304-5709

SO we can answer any questions you may have!

2394 PALMS ROAD - COLUMBUS, M| 48063

were cast by absentee
ballot than on Election
Day itself.

Democrat absentees
totaled 804, Republican
618.

The number of votes
cast on Election Day were
Republican, 616,
Democrat, 506.

“One million people in
Michigan have already
cast their ballots, whether
absentee or during the
nine-day early voting
period,” said Francine
Pegues, an election
inspector for Precinct 4,
also at Lavins. “I'm pleas-
antly surprised.”

She tallied 72 votes by
2 p.m.

Nearby at another vot-
ing station, John Rizzo,
chairperson of Precinct 4,
accounted for 75 voters
so far.

“It’s been steady,”
Rizzo said.

Back at the Precinct 7
station, representing resi-
dents living between
Yorkshire and parts of
Kensington to Cadieux
between Jefferson and
Mack Avenue, Inspector

Brown tallied 91 voters
by mid-afternoon.

“This precinct has the
most voters so far, I
think,” he said. “I noticed
that during early voting,
also.”

Brown spent most of
his time during the last
two weeks working the
election.

“I want to make sure
everybody gets a fair
shake and everybody gets
the correct vote,” he said.
“I'm a procedural person.
I like to go by the book
and make sure it gets
done.”

Bowdler, commuting
between voting head-
quarters at city hall and
the precinct stations,
enjoyed the turnout.

“We’ve had 484 people
to the polls so far today,”
Bowdler said around 2:30
p.m. “We had 1,065
absentee ballots turned
in, which is giving us 83
percent of absentee bal-
lots returned so far. I'm
proud of our residents.
They’re doing a good
job.”
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Home invasion suspect scoped out obituaries

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE CITY,
FARMS & WOODS —
Families of the recently
deceased can rest a little
easier knowing a
44-year-old Detroit man,
who thus far has con-
fessed to 12 home inva-
sions throughout metro
Detroit by zeroing in on
obituary and estate sale
notices, now is off the
streets as the result of an
intensive undercover op-
eration spearheaded by
the City of Grosse Pointe
and Grosse Pointe
Woods departments.

Jerry Ashley was
arraigned before Woods
Judge Ted Metry Friday,
March 1, for three counts
of breaking and entering
homes in the Woods, as
well as one count of
breaking and entering a
home in the Farms. He is
expected to be arraigned
Thursday on two home
invasion charges out of
the City.

Because he is being
charged as a habitual
fourth offender, Ashley
faces a maximum sen-
tence of life imprison-
ment.

“With the heavy, heavy
punishment that may be
coming his way, we do
believe he’s a flight risk,”
Metry said, before set-
ting total bond for the

Jerry Ashley

four Woods and Farms
counts at $700,000.

Ashley also is con-
nected to home invasions
of the recently deceased
in Shelby Township,
Novi, Troy, Ann Arbor,
Bloomfield Township,
Farmington Hills and
Canton, beginning mid-
December.

Yet it was detectives in
the City who began to
piece together a common
M.O. when the Rivard
home of deceased Wayne
County Judge James
Callahan was targeted
Jan. 19.

“A B&E is unusual in
its own (right) in Grosse
Pointe City and then the
fact that there was an
obituary tied to it imme-
diately raises red flags
for us,” Public Safety
Director John Alcorn
said.

Of the Pointes, the
Woods was hit next in
February, placing the

COURTESY PHOTOS

The City’s public safety department put its new drone in the air for its first operation as the Eastern Wayne
County Special Response Team arrested Ashley at his Detroit home Tuesday, Feb. 27.

departments on alert.

“During that time I ran
everybody in (local obit-
uaries) to see if I can
match an address up to
them just by Google
search,” Detective Sgt.
Joe Adams said, “and
there was one lady in
Novi. ... Sure enough,
there was a report (of
suspicious circum-
stances at the home) two
days after the obit came
out.”

As video and digital
evidence began to piece

together a suspect tar-
geting items for quick
resale, such as sterling
silver and jewelry, the
Pointes put a plan in
motion that culminated
in Ashley’s uneventful
arrest in his Detroit
home Tuesday, Feb. 27.

“We had a meeting,
came up with a plan and
then for the next six days
we worked undercover
surveillance (with) mul-
tiple people 24 hours a
day,” Alcorn said. “In
fact, the operation got so

big that initially Grosse
Pointe City and Grosse
Pointe Woods partnered
up to handle it and we
had so much manpower
invested, we reached out
and Grosse Pointe
Shores and Grosse
Pointe Farms joined us.
“Literally the four
departments worked on
this 24 hours a day for
six days in a row.”
Because Ashley was
meticulous in leaving
homes the way he found
them and detectives even

struggled at first to figure
out how he entered the
Rivard house — “It was a
very clean job to a point
where he pushed the
chair out and put the
chair back,” Adams said
— they believe he is
responsible for addi-
tional home invasions
yet to be identified or
reported.

Anyone who notices
something out of place or
missing from the home

See SCOPED, page 4A

War Memorial invites community input

GROSSE POINTE
FARMS — As The War
Memorial celebrates its
75th anniversary this
year, the organization is
inviting patrons to partici-
pate in a community sur-
vey to relay the best parts
of the community and
veteran center, opportu-
nities for improvement
and ideas for additional
services that could be of-
fered.

The survey was created
using feedback from
community listening ses-
sions held earlier this
year, internal programs
and partner input.
Responses will feed into
a War Memorial initiative

to develop a comprehen-
sive strategic plan.

“I’'m excited to receive
input from others about
The War Memorial: its
strengths, challenges and
opportunities,” President
and CEO Maria Miller
said in a statement. “This
organization has been
around for 75 years and
my goal is for it to be a
beneficial and impactful
organization for another
75 years and more. It is
through thoughtful feed-
back that we can con-
tinue to evolve and serve
the community, program
by program and event by
event.”

Alongside recent initia-

Trickle down to
water-sewer hike

GROSSE POINTE
PARK — The regional
water authority’s rate
hike for the upcoming
fiscal year will trickle
down to individual cus-
tomers.

“We’ll have to adjust
our rates to coincide
with theirs,” said Nick
Sizeland, city manager.

The Park is among
128 Southeast Michigan
communities in eight
counties buying drink-
ing water from the
Great Lakes Water

Authority (GLWA),
which last week
announced a 3.25 per-
cent water rate increase
starting July 1. Grosse
Pointe Farms and City
are not affected, as the
Farms has its own puri-
fication plant of which
the City is a customer.
GLWA also
announced a 3 percent
rate increase to handle
wastewater for its 75
member jurisdictions,

See HIKE, page 5A
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tives such as bi-monthly
veteran educational sem-
inars, The War Memorial
plans to continue expand-
ing its offerings.

“The aim of this survey
is to gain valuable
insights into how we can
enhance our support and
services for our regional
community,” said Brett
Pulte, director of market-
ing and communications,
via email. “... We’re eager
to align our efforts more
effectively with the needs
and preferences of our
patrons and partners. By
gathering feedback, we
can shape future experi-
ences to better serve
those who stand to ben-

efit from them.”

Access the survey via
strategiz.com/polls/
index.php/956439°?
lang=en or by using the
QR code below.

The organization will
continue collecting
responses through
Monday, March 18.

— Laurel Kraus
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The Week Ahead

MONDAY, MARCH 11

# Grosse Pointe Shores Improvement Foundation an-

nual meeting, 7 p.m.

# Grosse Pointe Farms City Council meeting, 7 p.m.
# Grosse Pointe Park City Council meeting, 7 p.m.

TUESDAY, MARCH 12

# Grosse Pointe Public School System Board of
Education regular meeting, 6:30 p.m.

# Grosse Pointe Woods Citizens’ Recreation
Commission meeting, 7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13

# Grosse Pointe Shores Finance Committee meeting,

9a.m.

# Grosse Pointe Woods Beautification Advisory
Commission meeting, 7 p.m.

THURSDAY, MARCH 14

@ Grosse Pointe Woods Historical Commission meet-

ing, 7:30 p.m.

AHEE.COM |

03072¢

AWARD-WINNING ARTISTRY
SUPERIOR SELECTION
EXCEPTIONAL EXPERIENCE

313.886.4600




GROSSE POINTE NEWS, MARCH 7, 2024

| POINTER OF INTEREST

Born to sail

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

When Tom Fraser was
around 7 years old, his
father let him and his
brother of similar age sail
an 11-foot boat unsuper-
vised on Lake St. Clair.

There was one condi-
tion: They had to stay
close to shore.

Anyone who knows
anything about 7-year-
old boys knows how that
worked out.

“We had this little, tiny
boat called a Snark. That
was the manufacturer,”
Fraser said.

Snarks are comparable
in size and rigging to sin-
gle-sail Sailfish dinghies.

“But the difference was
a Sailfish had a flat deck,”
Fraser said. “The Snark
had a little cutout where
two little guys could sit
inside.”

Think of a surfboard
with a cockpit and single
mast.

Fraser’s father was a
Grosse Pointe Park
police officer. The family
lived in the City of Grosse
Pointe close to Mack
Avenue.

“At the foot of
Lakeland, there used to
be a ramp,” Fraser said.
“My brother, Jim, and I
built a little trailer out of
a wagon that we could
hook to our bike and go
down to Lakeland and
launch the boat.”

The boys learned how
to sail from their father.

“He taught us the
basics — how to sail on
the wind, off the wind,
what we should and
shouldn’t do, how to ease
sails, how to trim sales,”
Fraser said.

Among shouldn’t-dos
was going too far off-
shore.

“He told us to stay in
the little bay between the
City (Neff) Park and the
Park (Windmill Pointe)
Park,” Fraser said.
“There’s a beautiful little
bay that’s pretty well
sheltered.”

Fraser remembers he
and his brother obeying
orders for a week or two.

Pointe
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“Then, we wanted to
explore,” he said.

Fraser, now a Grosse
Pointe Woods resident,
grew up to be a first-rate
sailor. He’ll enter his
26th Port Huron to
Mackinac race this year.
He’s ferried boats
through the Great Lakes
and down to Florida. In
2006, he served a term as
commodore of the Grosse
Pointe Sail Club based at
Windmill Pointe Park
and, in 2022, was elected
commodore of the
Detroit Regional Yacht
Racing Association,
which coordinates races
for 17 clubs from Toledo
to Port Huron.

Fraser currently works
part time as the Windmill
Pointe Park harbor mas-
ter and serves on the
Park municipal recre-
ation committee.

He built familiarity in
the region as decades-
long skipper of C.F.
Pickle, a 22-foot green-
hulled 1964 Pearson
Ensign one-design racer
and day sailer, meaning
it lacked sleeping accom-
modations below deck.

The boat’s name hon-
ored its original owners,
a Grosse Pointe family
including 26-year-old
Chuck France.

“Chuck was murdered
in 1978,” Fraser said. “He
was driving a cab at night
to help pay for medical
school at Wayne State
University. A 16-year-old
shot him for $20. His best
friend, Hank Schmidt,
bought the boat. He’d
been sailing with Chuck
all through high school
and named the boat after
him.”

“Pickle”
inside joke.

“Pickle’ means the last
boat in a fleet to finish a
race,” Fraser said. “It’s
the ‘pickle boat.” With a
crew of kids, she was
always the last to finish.”

Fraser owned C.F.
Pickle more than 30
years.

“I’d had a lot of experi-
ence racing by that time,”
Fraser said. “We were
never the pickle boat. I

also is an

PHOTO BY BRAD LINDBERG

Tom Fraser in his part-time role as harbormaster of the Grosse Pointe Park ma-
rina at Windmill Pointe Park.

sold it last year and
regret it every day.”

One of the things that
impresses Fraser about
being on the lake is its
role as a portal to the
past. Winds and currents
of today are fundamen-
tally unchanged from the
summer of 1679, when
Father Louis Hennepin
and the crew of Le
Griffon passed through
the region seeking a
Northwest Passage.

Each time Fraser casts
off, he enters a setting
shared by mariners of
every era.

“When I step on the
boat, everything
changes,” said Fraser,
retired four years ago as
an auto dealer sales man-
ager. “In the car business
all those years, some-
times there were 40 peo-
ple working for me. It
was stressful. But I can
step on the boat and it all
goes away.”

Numerous elements
make for a good day
under sail.

“I like to take my boat
out by myself, but it’s
always more fun with
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another person,” Fraser
said.

He and his wife of 50
years, Mary Patricia,
have three daughters:
Stacy, married with two
children and living in
Vermont; Mary
Catherine, married with
three children; and
Claire, married with
three children.

Fraser said, “Going
out, putting up the jib,
the main, having a pizza
and beer. Sometimes,
just listening to a ball-
game on the radio. I love
listening to baseball on
the radio and having a
beer, a Pabst Blue
Ribbon. My wife calls it
‘crack your teeth cold.’
It’s the camaraderie; my
wife, my daughters and
now my grandkids.”

His adult musings min-
gle with Lord Byron’s
Childe Harold succumb-
ing to the lure of Lake
Leman: “This quiet sail is
as a noiseless wing to
waft me from distrac-
tion.”

But, as a 7-year-old,
Fraser’s ambitions were
in an adventurous key; in

the style attributed to
Christopher Columbus:
“You can never cross the
ocean unless you have
the courage to lose sight
of the shore.”

“Here are two little
kids on a Snark and we
sailed across the
freighter channel to
Peche Island,” Fraser
said. “We got onto the
backside of the island
and started to explore.
We’d sail over there two
or three times per week.
My dad didn’t know.”

If 71-year-old Fraser’s
timeline is accurate,
these escapades hap-
pened in roughly 1960.
Freighter traffic at that
time dwarfed current
levels.

Thousand-footers,
which carry the load of
four or five traditional-
size lakers, were two
decades in the making.
The Edmund Fitzgerald
had been launched in
Ecorse only two years
earlier. American steel
mills and related industry
along the lakes boomed.
Every day during the
shipping season, domes-

tic freighters trading in
raw materials, plus fleets
of international vessels
that today are supplanted
by containerized meth-
ods of transportation, vir-
tually crammed the
800-foot-wide channel.

Adding to the risk of
playing dodgeball with
commercial traffic was,
and still is, the navigation
hazard of minimum 1.5-
knot currents funneling
downstream into the
upper Detroit River.

“So, one day, we came
out of Peche and the
wind died,” Fraser said.
“We tried to get back to
Lakeland but couldn’t.
We ended up calling my
dad from Bayview Yacht
Club.”

Fraser interrupted
himself to laugh.

“Of course, we had to
fess up,” he said. “We got
grounded. The boat sat in
the driveway for about a
month before we were
allowed to use it again.
Ever since then, I’'ve been
hooked on this water.”

He’ll be back at it again
this year with his new,
old boat, a Cal 29 named
Sunkist.

As with Pickle, Sunkist
has a roomy cockpit for
passengers or Crew.

“When racing a sail-
boat, it’s teamwork; it’s
the guy at the helm hav-
ing a steady, calming
voice,” Fraser said.
“There were plenty of
boats when I was younger
that I would not race on
again because of the
skipper — his yelling and
screaming and throwing
stuff at you because you
didn’t trim right or do
something proper with
the outhaul or didn’t get
the spinnaker up quickly
enough or didn’t go
through a jibe quickly
enough.”

Among his favorite
passengers and potential
future crew are his eight
grandchildren.

“They love to sail,”
Fraser said. “They love
the tiller on the new boat.
They have to stand up
when driving the boat to
see over the cabin top.
But, I taught them how to
steer. They know if you
pull the tiller this way,
the boat’s going that
way.”

EERV:

Continued from page 2A

Members of the Grosse
Pointe Park Foundation
donated $130,000 last
year to buy valve compo-
nents.

L. D’Agostino and Sons
won the installation job
with a $2,935,100 bid.

Most funding comes
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from proceeds of a
10-year, 2.5-millage rate
increase Park voters in
November 2022 approved
by a 62 percent to 37 per-
cent majority. Receipts
generate $1.7 million
annually for a total of $17
million during its dura-
tion.

The increase repre-
sents an additional $425
in property taxes per year
for the owner of property

having a taxable value of
$170,000.

Ballot language stated
the 2.5-mill hike is “for
the purpose of maintain-
ing, repairing, replacing
and enhancing water and

sewer systems and
related infrastructure in
the city.”

Restoration of park
landscaping in the con-
struction site is scheduled
for spring.

SCOPED:

Continued from page 3A

of a recently deceased
person should contact
the local police depart-
ment.

Targeting obituaries is
not a new type of crime,
Alcorn noted. He recom-
mends rersidents in the
Pointes contact their pub-
lic safety department if
they know the home of a
deceased family member
is going to be vacant, so it
can be put on special
watch, similar to the ser-
vice the departments
offer for those going out
of town for a period of
time.

Additional preventive
measures include ensur-
ing doors are locked,
adding lighting and home
security cameras and
looking out for neigh-
bors.

Those involved in
Ashley’s arrest, including
Alcorn, Adams, City
Detective Mike Narduzzi,
Woods Detective Lt.
Keith Waszak and Woods
Detective Miles Adams,
say it’s not an exaggera-
tion the investigation
consumed their lives.

While Ashley allegedly
stole items of especially
substantial worth from
the home in Ann Arbor —
a city which employs
north of 150 officers — it
was the diligent efforts of
the Pointe departments
that led to the recovery of
the entire collection.

“It was a collaborative
effort from the Grosse
Pointe police depart-
ments all teaming up to
use all our resources to
get this vulture out of the
community,” Alcorn said.
“Because that’s what he
is. He’s picking from the
dead.”
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Grosse Pointe Park

Ram stolen

A black 2021 Dodge
Ram was stolen while
parked overnight
Monday, March 3, in the
driveway of a house in
the 1000 block of Bishop.

Eastpointe police spot-
ted the truck being driven
in their jurisdiction.

“(They) attempted to
stop the vehicle, but it
fled and escaped,”
reported a Park officer.

Vehicle damaged

A resident of the 1100
block of Beaconsfield
told police someone dam-
aged his vehicle’s driver-
side door lock while
parked between 11:15
p-m. Saturday, March 2,
and noon Monday,
March 4.

Hits parked cars

A 20-year-old Detroit
woman was arrested for
drunken driving during
an investigation last
week of numerous
parked vehicles on
Whittier being hit by a
wrong-way driver.

At 11:02 p.m. Sunday,
March 3, police arrived
on scene.

“The (woman’s) vehi-
cle had been traveling
the wrong way down a
one-way street
(Whittier),” police said.
“The driver (was) intoxi-
cated.”

No lights

Police arrested a
19-year-old Detroit man
for drunken driving at
3:19 a.m. Thursday, Feb.
29, near the intersection
of Somerset and St. Paul.

A detective said the
man was operating a
vehicle without head-

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS

lights.

“A short, slow pursuit
ensued,” police said.
“The driver eventually
stopped. Investigation
revealed he was intoxi-
cated.”

—Brad Lindberg

Report information
about these and other
crimes to the Grosse
Pointe Park Public Safety
Department, (313) 822-
7400.

City of Grosse Pointe

Tide thief

A man was seen steal-
ing at least six Tide deter-
gent packs, valued at
$13.49 each, from a store
in the 17000 block of
Kercheval at 4:22 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 29.

He is described as a
tall, black man, wearing
a royal blue jacket and
black pants.

Hospital assault

A 27-year-old Detroit
man assaulted a staff
member at a local hospi-
tal while being processed
at 1:50 p.m. Friday,
March 1.

While the man — later
identified as Tyrone
Reynolds Jr. — fled the
scene, he was arrested
shortly after on a Smart
Bus at Kercheval and
Notre Dame.

Charged through the
Wayne County
Prosecutor’s Office, he
was arraigned before
City Judge David Draper.

Plate fraud

After being pulled over

for a fraudulent license
plate at Charlevoix and
St. Clair, a 26-year-old
Detroit man was given a
citation at 3:50 p.m.
Saturday, March 2. His
vehicle was impounded.
— Laurel Kraus
Report information
about these and other
crimes to the City of
Grosse Pointe Public
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Farms
Flat

A 36-year-old Detroit
man said he was driving
to visit his mother in a
local hospital when he
was pulled over for ille-
gal window tint and a
completely flat rear tire
at Kerby and Mack at
1:27 p.m. Monday, Feb.
26.

license plate and after
driving through a red
light at Mack and Kerby
at 4:40 p.m. Wednesday,
Feb. 28.

Because of a lack of
passport and documenta-
tion, U.S. Border Patrol
was contacted, which
confirmed she had a
court date, along with
her passenger.

She was cited for not
acquiring a license and
the vehicle was
impounded.

Border Patrol again
was called at 9:20 p.m.
Friday, March 1, when an
18-year-old man and
woman were pulled over
at Kerby and Webster for
a defective headlight.
The driver only could
provide Venezuelan iden-
tification, but Border
Patrol confirmed both
individuals had immigra-
tion court dates set.

He was cited for driv-
ing while license sus-
pended and the vehicle
was impounded.

Border Patrol

A 48-year-old woman
with only a Venezuelan
driver’s license was
pulled over for an expired

Alcohol theft

After being cited for
stealing $56.96 worth of
alcohol from a business
in the 18000 block of
Mack at 9:41 a.m.
Thursday, Feb. 29, a
36-year-old homeless
man was given a cour-
tesy ride to a local hospi-

tal for his level of
intoxication. A prelimi-
nary breath test showed
his blood alcohol content
to be 0.24 percent.

Bank fraud

After flagging a fraudu-
lent attempt to transfer
$5,000 from a 74-year-old
Farms man’s Capital One
account Thursday, Feb.
29, a bank teller discov-
ered 62 fraudulent trans-
actions in his account
history, totalling $7,200.

— Laurel Kraus

Report information
about these and other
crimes to Grosse Pointe
Farms Public Safety,
(313) 885-2100.

Grosse Pointe Shores

Still won’t work

A 26-year-old Sterling
Heights woman was
arrested on felony fraud
charges at the public
safety department
around 10:30 a.m.
Monday, Feb. 26, after
using a fake insurance
card when trying to get
her vehicle out of the
impound lot.

A 22-year-old Grosse
Pointe Woods man was
arrested on the same
charge two days earlier
after he was pulled over
for speeding while driv-
ing the 2017 Chevy
Traverse and gave offi-
cers a fake insurance
card.

Warranted
A 33-year-old Detroit

man was turned over to
Eastpointe police on a

felony warrant after the
vehicle he was riding in
was stopped on north-
bound Lakeshore near
Vernier around 12:45
p-m. Sunday, March 3,
for not having a license
plate

The vehicle caught the
eye of patrol officers as it
was driving with hazard
lights on. The driver, a
34-year-old Detroit
woman, was cited for a
suspended license and no
registration.

—Ted O’Neil

Report information
about these and other
crimes to Grosse Pointe
Shores Public Safety,
(313) 881-5500.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Keys inside

A resident in the 1000
block of Renaud reported
his Chevy Tahoe was sto-
len from the driveway of
his house sometime
overnight into
Wednesday, Feb. 28.

The key fob was in the
vehicle. It was found
undamaged in Detroit
later that day.

Clean getaway

A white female in her
50s wearing blue jeans
and a black hoodie stole
four containers of Tide
pods worth $133 from a
business in the 20400 of
Mack around noon
Sunday, March 3.

—Ted O’Neil

Report information
about these and other
crimes to Grosse Pointe
Woods Public Safety,
(313) 343-2400.

HIKE:

Continued from page 3A

among which are all the
Grosse Pointes and
Harper Woods.

Park officials are in
the midst of citywide
water and sewer system
improvements. Funding
is by water sales, a
voter-approved 10-year
2.5-millage and dona-
tions from the Grosse
Pointe Park Foundation.

“We have some capi-
tal improvements on
the water-sewer side we
need to work on,”
Sizeland said. “This
isn’t just maintenance.
It’s actual infrastruc-
ture improvements,

meter
and

including
replacements
more.”

Authority officials
stressed the increases
are less than the 4 per-
cent maximum they
promised not to exceed.

GLWA'’s rates for next
year would have been
even higher if it weren’t
for investment earnings
being used to match a 4
percent budget
increase.

“By far the biggest
challenge in preparing
this year’s budget is
continuing to absorb
cost increases over
many years that
exceeded revenue
increases,” said
Nicolette N. Bateson,

030724

Smoke Detector

security alarm and
monitoring services.

www.PointeAlarm.com

313-882-SAFE (7233)
19261 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Woods 48236

FREE!
Monitored

with purchase of

Hoof & Woof,
Best Way Pack
and Send

The
ABX Redux Duffey & Co.

VISITTHEPARKGP.COM

Park Place Ripe
Market Records

SEE ALL THE PARK HAS TO EXPLORE...;

GLWA chief financial
officer and treasurer, in
a news release.

She cited the “signifi-
cant rise” in the cost of
chemicals used in vari-

ous treatment processes
plus building materials,
such as iron, steel,
cement and electrical
equipment.

“The main force guid-

ing our budget and
charge development
has been our promise to
do everything within
our power to balance
the regional system’s

budgetary needs with
overall affordability
concerns,” GLWA CEO
Suzanne Coffey said.

— Brad Lindberg
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OUR VIEW

Our beet with
surge pricing

n a famous, omnipresent '80s fast-food com-
mercial, Wendy’s once posed the question,
“Where’s the beef?”

But based on recent news that Wendy’s
might be considering bringing “dynamic pric-
ing” to its restaurants next year, fast-food fans

are likely the ones with beef over the new way
Wendy’s might start charging them for their Dave’s
Single and Frosty.

According to The Detroit News, Wendy’s CEO and
President Kirk Tanner told analysts in a mid-February
conference call “beginning as early as 2025, we will
begin testing more enhanced features like dynamic
pricing and daypart offerings, along with Al-enabled
menu changes and suggestive selling.”

But after the story spread like french fries at the bot-
tom of a takeout bag last week, the company quickly
went into full crisis management mode, declaring that
any features it decides to test in the future “would be
designed to benefit our customers and restaurant
crew members.”

Then Wendy’s doubled down.

“Wendy’s will not implement surge pricing, which
is the practice of raising prices when demand is high-
est. We didn’t use that phrase, nor do we plan to
implement that practice,” the company said in an
email to The Associated Press last Wednesday.

Fair enough, but we think the news got out before
the company was ready to lunch it, er ... launch it.

The concept of dynamic or surge pricing isn’t new.
Anyone trying to get home from a sporting event in a
big city, or airport on a holiday, by using ridesharing
services like Uber and Lyft already knows what vari-
ous forms of middle class extortion look like. Concert-
goers know, too, as they witness price gouging a la
Ticketmaster when demand is high (read: Swifties!).

For any fast-food chain, this business model would
allow individual restaurants or franchisees to have the
ability to increase the price of items based on location,
demand and time of day — at will and without notice.

When the company clarified its stance on how it will
approach pricing last week, Wendy’s claimed it has
no plans to increase prices during the busiest times at
its restaurants.

Why don’t we believe you, Wendy’s? Well, it might
have something to do with the company’s attempt to
think outside the bun and invest $20 million in new
digital menu boards. The plan is to roll out the swanky
boards next year. Mr. Tanner said it will allow the res-
taurant to change pricing on the fly and help encour-
age upsales on orders.

Wendy’s digital menu boards “could allow us to
change the menu offerings at different times of day
and offer discounts and value offers to our customers
more easily, particularly in the slower times of day,”
he said.

Unfortunately we suspect fast-food competitors will
jump on this price gouging bandwagon. Where the
dollar menu giveth, the double cheeseburger meal
deal taketh away.

Fast-food chains now enter the world of mattresses
and jewelry, where one really never knows their true
cost or value. We imagine dynamic pricing will
encourage people to try to outguess when the surges
will happen and buy the burgers at the cheaper price.
That ironically may trigger the demand and subse-
quent price increase for the rest of us at a different
time of day.

Sigh. To think all we wanted when we walked in
were some fries to dip into our Frosty.

Woods honors volunteers

COURTESY PHOTO

Grosse Pointe Woods recently held a luncheon to recognize volunteers of the city’s various
commissions, boards and committees. Pictured from left: Councilmember Michael
Koester, Councilmember Angela Coletti Brown, Councilmember Todd McConaghy, Mayor
Arthur Bryant, Dan Curis (25 years on the Local Officers’ Compensation Commission),
Giles Wilborn (10 years on the Historical Commission), Michael Fuller (15 years on the
Planning Commission), Councilmember Thomas Vaughn, Councilmember Victoria
Granger and Councilmember Kenneth Gafa. Not pictured: Jennifer Boettcher (10 years on
the Community Events Committee), Al Dickinson (10 years on the Building Authority
Committee) and Sandra Nelson (15 years on the Board of Review).

LETTERS

The Grosse Pointe News welcomes your letters to the editor.
All letters should be typed, double-spaced and signed. Letters
longer than 250 words may be edited for length. All letters
may be edited for content. We reserve the right to refuse any

letter. Include daytime phone number for verification or ques-

tions. The deadline for letters is 3 p.m. Monday. Letters to the
editor may by emailed to editor@grossepointenews.com.

Editor’s Note: Additional letters we received
regarding last week’s Board of Education
meeting can be found on our website under
the tab “Online exclusives.”

Righting the ship

To the Editor:

Based on recent GPPSS Board of Education
meetings, there seem to be residents who
never accepted there was a school board elec-
tion in November 2022 that brought us new
board members. These people, not liking the
result of the election, seem to want to make
every board meeting as chaotic and inefficient
as possible. What those people don’t realize is
we’ve already tried it their way. For well over
a decade the board was dominated by people
quite different from the current majority. What
did that get us?

Year after year, our enrollment dropped
more than peer districts, faster than state aver-
age and way faster than birthrate. We had fre-
quent deficits, even as state revenue per pupil
increased way faster than inflation. Fund
equity was declining and we had to close build-

We don’t know about you, but when you
have to shell out more than $20 for a fast-food
lunch order, you should be inside of a sit-
down restaurant or an organic pressed-juice
bar, not a burger joint.

In a surge pricing model, a $3 cheeseburger
at 2 p.m could cost you $4 an hour later if the
demand is high enough. Or if you happen to
be in line behind an entire soccer or baseball
team placing orders after a game, get ready
to watch the price change before your very
eyes.

Never knowing how much a burger will
cost you? We're not lovin’ it.

ings and cut programs. Now the same people
who created that mess just keep blaming the
new board members who are busy righting
the ship. These critics are like the homeowner
who blames firefighters for his house being on
fire.
RENEE STROBL
Grosse Pointe Shores

Retaliatory behavior

To the Editor:

Trustees Worden and St. John had a lot to
say at the last two Board of Education meet-
ings about alleged retaliatory comments Mr.
Ismail made about Grosse Pointe North
employees. I still haven’t seen how the alleged
victims were actually victimized. Trustees
Worden and St. John’s arguments about retal-
iatory behavior prompt further questions. For
example, would it be considered “retaliatory
behavior” to destroy Ismail’s career and repu-
tation for daring to vote against one of your
pet projects? This is a key question, since
Ismail’s accusers clearly wanted taxpayers to
spend $1M on the clinic at North and Ismail
voted against it. Also, would it be considered
“retaliatory behavior” when Worden, in the
February meeting, publicly accuses the super-
intendent of being involved in a “kickback”
scheme because he decided to use a vendor
she doesn’t like? Ms. Worden and Ms. St. John
seem to only obstruct, not working to resolve
problems but create them. What I've seen at
any meeting is that Mr. Ismail has patience
and comports himself with the highest integ-
rity. He truly cares about the schools and GP
community.

E. DAVID SCHUMACHER
Grosse Pointe Woods

Early voting

To the Editor:

This was the first statewide election in
Michigan’s history in which voters had the
option to cast a ballot in person at an early vot-
ing site. At least nine consecutive days of in-
person early voting for state and federal
elections — including two weekends — is now
a constitutional requirement following the 2022
passage of Proposal 2. Early voting is a great
new option for Michiganders. Working parents
with young children, medical staff serving
12-hour shifts and many others can now cast
their vote without schedule conflicts.

Early voting represents a significant chal-
lenge for election officials, including imple-
menting new procedures, setting up accessible
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w B Member Michigan Press Association, GRossE POINTE 7-DAY early VOting Sites, achiring and USing new
EEKLY BUGLE, LLC ~ National ity  \WEATHER FORECAST =4 equipment, assembling sufficient staff, notify-
ing voters and checking them into early voting
EDITORIAL EDITORIAL ADVERTISING THU FRI SAT SUN MON TUE WED .
(313) 882-6900 Ted O'Neil: (313) 882-3500 Th .
‘ e League of Women Voters Grosse Pointe
Staff Writer Shelley Owens: @ . . .
Jody McVeigh: Advertising Manager & 6;73 CC;D Q) OIS Ci\) sincerely appreciates the tireless efforts of our
Hor i Hie Paul V. Biondi: 0 0 0 0 0 0 o local clerks, election inspectors (poll workers)
lggﬁ;egggf Julie R. Sutton: 50° 54° 48° 42° 51° 57° 62° and others who made our first early voting
Sports Editor PRODUCTION Account Executive 360 450 319 290 310 390 AKO0 period extraordinarily successful. Early voting
Mike Adzima: (B13) 3435573 Melanie Mahoney: will continue for the Aug. 6 Primary and Nov.
Sports Reporter Ken Schop: e Assisnt Partly - PM o, Partly (Mostly Mostly - Partly - 5 Generq] Election. Our clerks keep our local
roduction Manager MARKETING Cloud Rain Cloudy ~ Sunny Sunny Cloud . ’ .
gﬁlifug?yz%k o John Pigott: Olivia Monette: v Y Y Y y governments in good working order. They earn
Laurel Kraue: T Manager g e 0% O70% O80% 0% 0% 0% O10% ourrespect every day. We are grateful for their
. . David Hughes: 1 1 1 1 1
Staff Writer Graphic Artist Manager SUNRISE SUNRISE SUNRISE SUNRISE SUNRISE sunRise sunrise  dedication and hard work in running fair and
Renee Landuyt: . CLASSIFIED 656am  655am  6:53am  751am  7Z:50am 7:48am  7:d46am - secure elections.
Staff Photographer Mafyhsc“‘ag“ (313) 882-6900 ext 567 SUNSET SUNSET SUNSET SUNSET SUNSET SUNSET SUNSET LYNNE PIERCE
Graphic Artist CIRCULATION 6:30pm  6:31pm  6:32pm  7:33pm  7:35pm  7:36 pm  7:37 pm .
Brad Lindberg: Donna Zetterlund: (313) 343-5578 __ : President, League of Women Voters
Special Writer Graphic Artist Ellie Carter Weather data courtesy of Channel 4, WDIV Detroit  ClickOnDetroit.com Grosse Pointe




GROSSE POINTE NEWS, MARCH 7, 2024

OP-ED |

Spring: A most
glorious time of year

hhhh,
spring!
Winter is
coming to
an end,
the air
smells sweeter and a
young man’s fancy — or
in this case an old man’s
—turnsto ... basketball!

Yes, I'm talking about
March Madness.

Coupled with tourna-
ment conferences and
Selection Sunday, the
spectacle takes over
nearly every fiber of my
being for the month.
From the First Four play-
in games right through
the title game, I absorb
everything I can.
Watching games and
highlights, filling out
brackets, staying up too
late to watch West Coast
games in the early
rounds.

And watching games
has never been easier.
When I was growing up
pre-cable, a lot of games
were shown on tape
delay. That started to
change with the success
of the 1979 title game
between Michigan State
and Indiana State, which
remains the highest rated
final of all time.

As a Spartan alum, I'm
certainly proud of that
win and State’s 2000
crown, but as a kid in
junior high just getting
into basketball, I was
pulling for Larry Bird
over Magic Johnson. I
started following Bird
after reading a cover
story about him in Sports
Illustrated. That then
translated into a new fan
of the Boston Celtics
when Larry Legend
played for them.

The Celtics actually
sold stock from 1986 to
2003, so the first year my
mom bought me two
shares for my birthday. I
still have the certificate
somewhere.

But back to March
Madness. There are no
fewer than six channels
that will show men’s
games and five will be
showing the women’s
tournament. Given the
scoring ability of Iowa’s
Caitlin Clark and her
team’s epic final game
against LSU last year, I’ll
definitely be watching a
lot of her games.

The best part of so
many channels covering
games, particularly in the
first round, is there are
very few gaps between
games and often there
are three or four on at
once from noon to mid-
night. Much better than
when CBS would show
two or three games in the
afternoon and another

two or three in the eve-
ning.

You also can watch
online at CBS.com. If
you’re stuck at work
Thursday and Friday for
the first round, CBS has
you covered. Somewhere
on the screen they fea-
ture a “Boss Button.” One
year the screen changed
to a flow chart. Another
year it was a spreadsheet.
Not very helpful working
in a newsroom, but it
always makes me
chuckle.

As for filling out my
bracket, it’s almost like
every game is a coin flip
as there really are no
dominant teams this
year. It seems like the
AP’s No. 1 team loses
every other week, lead-
ing to a carousel in the
rankings.

But it’s always fun to
guess which 12-seed will
beat a 5-seed, since it
seems to happen at least
once every year, or if a
16-seed will beat a
1-seed, since that’s only
happened twice in 152
such games.

And if you’re like me,
you probably fill out two
brackets, picking one
with your head and one
with your heart. Neither
tend to work out very
well, but it’s always
amazing on ESPN there
seems to be one perfect
bracket out of millions of
entries each year.

Happy hooping!

YESTERDAY'S HEADLINES

75 years ago this week

NEW COMMERCIAL
DEVELOPMENT NEARS
COMPLETION: A new
block of stores will soon be
opened at Mack and
Moross to serve the fastest
growing section of the
Pointe community in the
western section of the
Woods and northern por-
tion of the Farms. A new
Kinsel drugstore will
occupy the corner store,
with a Boston Shoe branch
next door. The large new
F. W. Woolworth store is
flanked by two smaller
shops.

50years ago this week

BUSING CASE IS
SUBMITTED: The legal
case which will shape
education in Grosse
Pointe for decades to
come was heard in the
U.S. Supreme Court on
Feb. 27. All nine justices
were present for oral
arguments on the Detroit
Desegregation Case
which has been termed by
the NAACP as the most

important issue since the
1954 school integration
decision.

WOODS STUDYING
LIAISON PROPOSAL OF
NH STUDENT: A North
High School freshman
who’s very interested in
politics wrote the Woods
council to propose the
appointment of a non-vot-
ing North student repre-
sentative to the council as
a “liaison person.”
Freshman Timothy
Mucciante, 14, will have
to wait for the council’s
decision as the solons
unanimously referred his
proposal to the Committee
of the Whole for further
study, with a report back
to the council.

25 years ago this week

WOODS COUNCIL
OKS STARBUCKS AT
ALLARD/MACK: The
Grosse Pointe Woods City
Council approved a plan
that would replace the
Speedway gas station in
the 19700 block of Mack
with a Starbucks coffee-
house. Starbucks repre-
sentatives asked the
council for a hardship
variance from city regula-
tions that limit the num-

ber of sitdown restaurants
in the city. Currently all 11
slots have been taken and
Starbucks needed a vari-
ance to open.

10years ago this week

CONNTIE?’S
CELEBRATES 60
YEARS: Almost anyone
who has lived in the St.
Clair Shores area knows
about Connie’s Children’s
Shop. Its loyalty, com-
bined with customer ser-
vice and merchandise has
been part of the formula
that has kept Connie’s in
business for decades. The
shop is celebrating 60
years in business this
year and owner Denise
Kort has seen the busi-
ness evolve since her par-
ents, Maxine and Sidney
Kort, opened the doors
March 4, 1954.

NEW K-9 WOULD BE
ALL-GP: A police K-9
unit is so costly that, if it
is established, it would
likely be structured as an
asset of all the Grosse
Pointes, not of a single
department, as in the
past. In any event, replac-
ing the police dog, which
died of illness last
November, depends on
joint municipal funding
and, most likely, outside
support.

pYourfclothesldesernyvelthelbest!
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Featuring These ltems and More
inthe March 14th & 15th Auctions

Charles Ephraim Burchfield (American, 1893-1967)
Watercolor, Gouache & Graphite May 1916, “Reflections”

Robert Hopkin
(American, 1832-1909)
“Sailing Vessel in Choppy Seas”

Two Lots of Josef Albers
(1888-1976)
Screenprints on Paper 1972
“Formulation: Articulation | & II”

Fine Estate Jewelry
Over 50 Lots

Georg Jensen (Danish)
‘Acorn’ Sterling Silver Flatware

Two Lots of
WoLolso 142 pcs, Service for 12

Tiffany Studios
Zodiac Motif Bronze

Desk Sets Marshall Fredericks

(American,1908-1998)
Bronze Sculpture Mouse

Sidney Hutter
(American, B.1954)
Laminated Glass Vase
“Solid Vase Form
Number 102"

Marto (Toledo, Spain)
20th Century, “Charles V
Suit Of Armor”H77"W 27"

Scipione Tadolini
(Italy, 1822-1892)
CarraraMarble
Sculpture 1848,
“Cupid And Psyche”

409 East Jefferson Avenue, Detroit, Ml 48226
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Marina maintenance begins at Windmill

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK
— Comprehensive main-
tenance of the municipal
marina, which began last
Friday, won’t displace
plans to renovate some of
the wells.

Maintenance sched-
uled to conclude before
the boating season con-
sists of removing wood
dock risers, replacing rub
rails, replacing the
marina-wide dockside
non-potable water distri-
bution system and
repainting the inside of
the outer breakwall
above the walkway.

Dock risers, installed a
few years ago in response
to cyclical above-average
water levels of Lake St.
Clair, no longer are
needed because the lake
has gone down and is
forecast by the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers to
stay that way through at
least 2024.

Rub rails, which are
equivalent to nautical

bumpers on pilings and
finger docks, are mostly
worn out from years of
use and exposure to the
elements.

The water system, used
by boaters to wash their
vessels and more, was
installed, like dock risers,
in temporary response to
high lake levels. Lake
water had inundated the
marina’s original setup,
ruining metal pipes.

The first round of
replacement plastic pip-
ing, which is translucent
and allows algae growth
within, is being replaced
with a stouter product.
The new system also was
redesigned to increase
flow and was restrung
below walkways to elimi-
nate tripping hazards.

Painting inside the
main, outer breakwall
above the concrete and
asphalt walkway is
intended to both protect
the underlying metal
structure and freshen

appearances.
Members of the city
council last month

Dockrisers that
helped everyone
keep their feet dry
during high levels
of Lake St. Clair
are being removed
from Windmill
Pointe Park mari-
na in Grosse
Pointe Park.
Risers, no longer
needed due to cur-
rent low water,
have thereby be-
come tripping haz-
ards.

PHOTO BY TOM
FRASER

approved nearly $100,000
worth of maintenance
agreements with four
contractors, the com-
bined cost of which is
drawn from the marina
fund and marina
reserves, both generated
by boat fees, not general
property tax receipts.
“Boaters are paying for
a product,” said
Councilman Tom
Caulfield, liaison to the
Parks and Recreation

Committee. “We want to
deliver as best we can.
Dock risers and rub rails
are essential aspects to
any marina subject to
fluctuating water levels.”

“We’re replacing 400
damaged rub rails in the
harbor that aren’t safe,”
said Tom Fraser, the
Park’s part-time harbor-
master and a longtime
boater. “People hit them
with their boats. People
tie their boats to the rub

rails, which they’re not
supposed to do because
they’re rub rails, not tie
downs.”

The new water system
is being looped — no
dead-ends — to increase
flow and circulation.
Also, forthcoming pipes
are opaque, not transpar-
ent as now, which fos-
tered algae growth.

“There were a lot of
complaints about the
water lines last year,”

Caulfield said. “The orig-
inal layout was done
quickly, because they
had a problem, and done
quickly to supply basic
water needs. A lot of lines
were laid on top of risers
and were trip hazards.”

“I'm adding a lot of
spigots as well, so there’ll
be more access to water
for our customers,”
Fraser said.

Safety is key to Fraser,
who 20 years ago
received a rescue medal
from U.S. Sailing for
helping rescue flounder-
ing fishermen just out-
side the breakwall.

“We’re adding a lot of
ladders in the marina this
year,” he said. “We have
them at the end of each
dock. I'm going to put in
at least two more on each
pier as well as on the
inside wall.”

Another round of main-
tenance is planned for
dock pilings.

“Divers are going to
investigate the structure
itself,” City Manager
Nick Sizeland said.

(P Shores opposes water legislation

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE
SHORES — City council
is the latest to oppose a
plan for the state to add a
$2 monthly surcharge to
every water bill intended
to help customers who fall
behind on their payments.

Council voted 6-0 at its
February meeting, with
Donn Schroder absent,
on a resolution objecting
to what is being called
“water affordability legis-
lation.”

The package of bills

introduced in the
Michigan House and
Senate last fall would add
$24 annually to every
water meter in the state
regardless of water usage
or a customer’s income
level. It would raise some
$70 million per year.
“Water is a very sensi-
tive issue in our city,”
Mayor Ted Kedzierski
said. “I never get phone
calls when property tax
bills go out, but I get a lot
of calls about water bills.”
Macomb County Public
Works Commissioner
Candice Miller is leading

the fight against the idea.
“This legislation must
allow counties across
Michigan the option to
opt out,” she said in a
press release when the
bills were introduced.
“We’ll let leaders in
Oakland, Wayne and all
the other counties speak
for themselves, but
Macomb County wants
the option to opt out.”
Miller pointed to an
existing plan called the
Water Residential
Assistance Program
already available to cus-
tomers of the Great Lakes

Water Authority. GLWA
provides water to the
Shores and a majority of
customers in Macomb
County.

WRAP provides quali-
fying customers with
help paying current and
past-due water bills.
Eligible customers
receive an income-based
monthly credit of up to
$100 toward current
water bills. Participants
also are eligible to
receive a bill credit of up
to $1,200 per year toward
past due amounts and up
to $2,000 for minor

plumbing repairs
intended to conserve
water.

Proponents of the state-
run plan point out WRAP
customers can only be in
the program for two
years, while one run by
the Michigan Department
of Health and Human
Services would be ongo-
ing.

Those in the state pro-
gram would see their
water bills capped at no
more than 3 percent of
household income for
families at or below 200
percent of the poverty

level. They also would
have outstanding bal-
ances below $1,500 for-
given. Those with bills
above that amount would
see the balance forgiven
if they made timely pay-
ments for two years. They
also could receive $2,500
for plumbing repairs.

Some 20 municipalities
in Macomb County, as
well as the board of com-
missioners, have passed
the same resolution
objecting to the bills.

“This is not the right
thing to do,” Kedzierski
said of the legislation.
“We may not be able to
stop it, but we want to
communicate our dis-
agreement.”

Valade embezzlement case heading toward jury trial

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer
GROSSE POINTE

FARMS — The jury trial

for a Farms attorney ac-
cused of embezzling at
least $15 million from
the Gretchen C. Valade
Irrevocable Living Trust

— while acting as trust-
ee and by investing the
funds into his own enti-
ties — is expected to last
two weeks, should it
move forward.

David Sutherland has
until his final pretrial
date, April 4, to accept
or reject a plea deal,
should the Michigan
Attorney General’s
Office choose to offer
one.

The AG’s office,
toward the beginning of
litigation, attempted to
engage in plea negotia-
tions for a global resolu-
tion to the two

Do you know an outstanding high school athlete?
Nominate them for Athlete of the Week and put
them in the running for Athlete of the Year.

Grosse Pointe News

embezzlement cases
facing Sutherland —
Assistant Prosecuting
Attorney Dan
Gunderson informed
Wayne County Judge
Paul Cusick during a
pretrial date for both
cases last week — but
was met with no interest
by the defense.

If the case’s trajectory
remains, Sutherland
will face a jury Monday,
May 13, for two counts
of embezzlement of
$100,000 or more; one
count of embezzlement
from a vulnerable adult
of $100,000 or more;
and one count of con-

ducting a criminal
enterprise.

A second case against
Sutherland, which the
AG’s office says sug-
gests a common scheme,
alleges the attorney
embezzled more than
$1.4 million from the
William Cardinal Living
Trust, out of which
funds go toward the St.
Paul on the Lake
Catholic School
Educational Trust.

As part of the com-
bined pretrial hearing,
Cusick denied a defense
motion to suppress tes-
timony from a local
attorney, once affiliated

with Sutherland’s office
and the Cardinal trust,
on the basis of an attor-
ney-client relationship,
which the judge deter-
mined did not exist.

Cusick also denied a
defense motion to
quash the Cardinal case
— made on the claim
there has been an
attempt to pay back the
funds — meaning a sec-
ond jury trial remains
scheduled to begin July
29.

“Repayment of funds
does not negate embez-
zlement,” Cusick said,
adding the law deals
with intent.

SOLD

23981 DONALDSON
CLINTON TOWNSHIP

Proudly serving all Grosse Pointe
and surrounding waterfront
communities.
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Brownell AP wins state award

By Ted O’Neil

Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE
FARMS — Brownell

Middle School Assistant
Principal Holli McNally
won’t have to go very far
to pick up a statewide
award she recently won.

McNally was named
Administrator of the
Year by the Michigan
Association of Middle
School Educators and
the group’s annual con-
ference just happens to
be at Brownell this
Saturday, March 9.

“I don’t do well with
attention,” McNally
said. “I like to be in the
background, but the big
takeaway is that this is
a team effort. I can’t do
my job in isolation. I
appreciate everyone

congratulating me, but
this is as much their
award as it is mine.”

Brownell Principal
Rodger Hunwick nomi-
nated McNally.

“The No. 1 thing is
she brings an empa-
thetic, caring quality to
everything,” he said.
“She’s a relationship
builder. She’s also a
wizard with scheduling
and data.”

Hunwick said
McNally handled sched-
uling for the entire dis-
trict during COVID,
“when we had some stu-
dents coming back to
class and others con-
tinuing remotely.”

McNally taught math
and science at Parcells
Middle School for 10
years before assuming
her current position in

2016. Originally from
Traverse City, she knew
she wanted to be a
teacher early on.

“I was inspired by my
third and fourth grade
teachers specifically,”
she said. “In third grade
I loved how students
could choose how to
complete assignments.
My fourth grade teacher
really took me under
her wing and gave me
opportunities to shine
in class.”

From then on, she was
a keen observer.

“Every teacher I had, I
would think about
things I might do differ-
ently from them or
things I loved about
how they taught,” she
recalled. “I had my
heart set on teaching
early on.”

McNally started work
toward her bachelor’s
degree at Eastern
Michigan University.
After two years her hus-
band, Patrick, gradu-
ated from the University
of Michigan and got a
job in Fort Wayne, Ind.
She finished her degree
at Indiana University
and taught two years at
New Haven Middle
School, just outside Fort
Wayne.

“We’re Michigan peo-
ple, so when we had a
chance to move back we
happily did,” she said.

After moving back
north, McNally earned a
master’s degree in edu-
cational leadership
from Concordia
University and an edu-
cation specialist degree
in school administration

and leadership from the
Galileo Institute for
Teacher Leadership.

Hunwick said she
continues to work with
Galileo in preparing
teachers for leadership
positions.

“Holli also does the
scheduling for our
administrator retreats
and team-building activ-
ities, in addition to being
in charge of the middle
school math program for
the whole district,” he
said. “As I always say,
she is the best of us.”

Saturday’s day-long
conference will draw
middle school teachers
and administrators from
across the state. Aside
from a keynote address
on social/emotional
learning, it will include
breakout sessions on

Holli McNally

topics ranging from
grant writing to graph-
ing calculators to tips
on making math more
fun.

“We’re excited to
bring this to our district
So everyone can see the
great things we’re
doing,” McNally said.
“We might even get
some interest from the
college students who
will be attending
because the teacher
shortage is on every-
one’s radar.”

HR:

Continued from page 1A

complaints. The Grosse
Pointe News had not
received a response by
press time.

Board President Sean
Cotton laid out a time-
line at the beginning of
last week’s meeting to
more fully explain what
transpired.

Aug. 25,2023
The board received a
letter from Dan

Griesbaum Sr., baseball
coach at Grosse Pointe
South High School,
requesting the athletic
fields at Grosse Pointe
North High School be
named in honor of
Frank Sumbera. He
coached baseball and
football at North for 49
years and is in the
coaching hall of fame
for both sports.

It was co-signed by
Gary Bennett, North
boys basketball coach;
Tim Brandon, former
South football coach;
Russ Hepner, former
South football coach;
Chad Hepner, South
football coach; Steve
Zaranek, South cross
country/track coach;
Gary Spicer, attorney;
and Bill Babcock, for-
mer North baseball
player.

Aug. 27,2023

The district received a
formal complaint from
“staff member A.”

Aug. 28,2023

The district received a
formal complaint from
“staff member B.”

Cotton said both indi-
cated they felt their jobs
were being threatened
by members of the
board and referenced
both the cancellation of
the proposed health
clinic at North and arti-
cles in the Grosse Pointe
News about Sumbera
over the past six years.

An independent inves-
tigator would eventu-
ally use the phrase
“terminated” in regard
to Sumbera, but the dis-
trict in 2018 said in a
statement he retired.

Through comments
from Trustee Colleen
Worden and those
speaking during public
comment, Kathryn
Murray and Michelle
Davis, principal and
athletic director/assis-
tant principal at North,
respectively, were iden-
tified as the complain-
ants.

Sept. 12,2023

The board held a
closed session with

Clark Hill, the district’s
attorneys, about the
matter. Clark Hill rec-
ommended the board
empower Interim
Superintendent Chris
Fenton to hire an inde-
pendent investigator,
which was the Miller
Johnson law firm.

Sept. 14,2023

Miller Johnson began
interviewing eight peo-
ple, including Ismail on
Nov. 15, 2023.

Oct. 29, 2023

Then-Vice President
Lisa Papas in an email
to all board members
said she asked board
attorneys Collins and
Blaha to be present
while Miller Johnson
interviewed Ismail. She
indicated she did this on
the advice of Collins
and Blaha to protect the
board’s interests and
that board policy
allowed her to assume
the powers of the presi-
dent as Ismail could not
make such a decision
given his involvement.

St. John and Worden
have both expressed
they think this was an
improper use of tax-
payer dollars. St. John
at the board meeting
Feb. 6, also said she was
not aware of the involve-
ment of Collins and
Blaha until she saw an
invoice from the firm.

“At no time was
Ahmed Ismail repre-
sented personally by
the legal counsel of the
board of education,”
Cotton said. “They
didn’t give him any
advice.”

Jan. 4, 2024

Miller Johnson pro-
vided its findings to
Fenton in a 27-page
report.

Jan. 16,2024

Fenton provided the
board with Miller
Johnson’s two-page
executive summary and
his three-page determi-
nation letter. Cotton
said it was the advice of
Fenton and Clark Hill
not to make the full
report public.

“It contains the names
of the interviewees,
which could chill future
investigations,” he said.
“That could breach
expectations of confi-
dentiality in such impor-
tant matters.”

Cotton also said the
district spent $33,511 in
legal fees on the matter.
That included $15,675
to Miller Johnson;
$12,910 to Clark Hill;
and $4,926 to Collins
and Blaha.

According to Miller
Johnson, Ismail made
the comment that the
board had plans to
“push out” Murray and
Davis while talking to
an unnamed adminis-
trator who no longer is
with the district. The
summary indicated
Ismail and the adminis-
trator were talking “as
that employee was con-
templating a job offer to
leave GPPSS.”

Miller Johnson also
said Ismail and that
employee were the only
two present during the
conversation. Ismail has
since said he was talk-
ing with an assistant
principal about taking a

maople & mill
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new job and encour-
aged him to stay as
there could be room for
advancement in GPPSS
due to possible retire-
ments.

Miller Johnson also
determined neither
Ismail nor the board
had “taken any actions
relative to complainants
indicating an attempt to
terminate” the employ-
ment of the complain-
ants, but that Ismail had
engaged in “retaliatory
behavior toward the
complainants.”

Fenton, however, dis-
agreed there was any
retaliation.

Writing in his deter-
mination, Fenton said,
“In support, he (the
Miller Johnson investi-
gator) cited two
instances — one with
respect to each com-
plainant — that could
be explained as retalia-
tory conduct, but could
also be explained as
simple communications
failure. (The investiga-
tor’s) explanation for
his conclusion is not
well-documented or
persuasive.”

Miller Johnson also
determined Ismail’s
comment was not “sex-
ist,” saying there was no
evidence of “gender
bias/harassment against
the complainants.” The
executive summary

030724

made no mention of
racist comments.

As quoted in the Feb.
15, 2024, issue of the
Grosse Pointe News, St.
John responded to ques-
tions about her earlier
statements.

“You are correct that
the executive summary
does not mention the
allegations of racism,”
she said in an email.
“The complainants did
not have grounds to
bring that particular
matter to HR, even
though it was one of
their concerns.”

St. John said at last
week’s meeting that is
because the board is not

considered direct
employers of district
employees.

Fenton further recom-
mended Ismail, Murray
and Davis engage in
“restorative justice
efforts” in a facilitated
meeting with a third
party. Cotton said
Ismail reached out to
Fenton and expressed
interest in such an
effort, but was unsure if
Murray or Davis had
done so.

“First and foremost I
want to express my
deepest apologies to the
staff members who
thought it necessary to
file the complaint in the
first place,” Ismail said
after Cotton’s timeline.

“Please understand that
I have the highest
regard for you and the
entire North team. I sin-
cerely apologize to
these two staff mem-
bers ... for the angst my
misinterpreted com-
ments have brought to
them personally and to
the North community.”

St. John and Worden,
along with a majority of
those speaking during
public comments, con-
tinued to urge the board
to release the full Miller
Johnson report. Some
three dozen staff mem-
bers from North, decked
out in green, were pres-
ent to support Murray
and Davis.

The final person to
speak during public
comment used a good
portion of her allotted
three minutes to chant,
“Release the report”
more than 40 times and
was joined by several
attendees.

Toward the end of the
meeting, two speakers
on opposite sides of the
issue — including a
2022 board candidate —
began yelling and
approaching each other,
needing to be physically
separated as they stood
nose to nose.

(Editor’s note: Cotton

owns the Grosse Pointe
News.)
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North takes on the Bard with “The Tempest’

Grosse Pointe North
High School students
present the school’s first
Shakespeare production,
“The Tempest,” at 7 p.m.
Friday, March 8, and 2
and 7 p.m. Saturday,
March 9, at the school,
707 Vernier, Grosse
Pointe Woods.

“I have wanted to stage
this particular play for
over 20 years now, from
when I first taught it to
my very first class of
freshmen,” director Anna
Fleury said. “I love the
comical idea of different
groups of villains traips-
ing around an island but
never able to find the oth-
ers because they are all
going in the same direc-
tion, at the same speed. I
love the idea of staging a
storm at sea with sailors
tottering all over the
decks — again, comical
but with somber reper-
cussions. I love the idea
that the island itself is
magical. This opens
many opportunities not
only for staging but also

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Students at Grosse Pointe North High School will perform “The Tempest” on March 8 and 9.

for exploring meaning
behind our relationship
to our environment. In
the end, we cannot
escape it and it is best to
treat it kindly. I hope
(people) see this in the
characters of Prospero,
Ariel and especially
Caliban.”

Fleury decided to cen-
ter the production around
the concept of confine-

ment, specifically the
cages people build them-
selves in their relation-
ship with society.

“Cages come in all dif-
ferent shapes: the literal
shape of a deserted
island, the social respon-
sibilities of those in posi-
tions of ‘power,’ the fear
of losing control, paren-
tal control, our own stu-
pidity, addiction — not

only to physical sub-
stances but to revenge or
popularity, and the reac-
tions to trauma,” she
explained. “In these last
two, the characters of
Caliban and Ariel show-
case contrasting
responses to trauma and
the different restraints
each creates.”

Fleury said she greatly
enjoyed not only direct-

ing students in “The
Tempest,” but discussing
with them the nuances
and motivations to each
character.

“In giving them some
ownership of their char-
acters and the staging, I
have watched them grow
not only in their theatri-
cal craftsmanship but
also in their understand-
ing of human nature,

which is Shakespeare’s
real genius,” she said. “As
a teacher-director, I
firmly believe that high
school programs should
tackle Shakespeare every
four years. Nothing
teaches students the fun-
damentals of acting more
than performing the Bard
and truly nothing is so
full of meaning as his
timeless explorations of
what it means to be fully
human — even if you're a
spirit living on a desert
island.”

Tickets to “The
Tempest” are $7 for stu-
dents, $15 for adults, and
may be purchased online
at gpndramaclub.seat
yourself.biz or by scan-
ning the QR code.

University Liggett School Players present ‘Big Fish’ March 7-10

The University Liggett
School Players’ produc-
tion of “Big Fish” is com-
ing to the school’s main
stage March 7 to 10.

Under the direction of
Creative and Performing
Arts Department
Chairman and Director
Dr. Phillip Moss, “Big
Fish” will be a largely
student-led production.
Upper School students
direct the show’s chore-
ography, costuming, sce-
nic design and younger
players, as well as per-

form the role of assistant
director.

“Every show is an
opportunity to learn and
grow, but once again our
young artists have
reached deep to create
music, choreography,
scenic elements and cos-
tumes in a strong effort
to bring excellence to our
stage,” Moss said.

In the primary roles are
seniors Gio Thams and
Olivia Johnson. Joining
them are seniors Mark
Saigh and Jordan

Stefanides-Cartenga, and
juniors Madison Reeves
and Alexa Kalyvas.

The show features
nearly 80 students in var-
ious aspects of the pro-
duction, including
technical and design
roles, as well as the pit
orchestra. Thams and
Johnson also have been
key in the creative team.
Thams has been support-
ing the vocal music for
the show and Johnson is
the choreographer.

Backstage leadership

NOTIGE OF

PUBLIC AUGTION

ABSOLUTE AUCTION

After 40 years in business,
Oriental Rug Imports is closing.

All remaining area rugs to be auctioned
off to the highest bidder.

3 DAYS ONLY!

Saturday, March 9"  2:00 pm
Sunday, March 10" 2:00 pm
Monday, March 11" 6:00 pm

Preview begins one hour prior to auction.

|

This is your final chance to purchase one of our
fine rugs for a fraction of its retail value!

Warm Regards,

Oriental Rug Imports

19483 Mack Avenue e Grosse Pointe, MI 48236 e orientalrugimports.com

has been handled by
senior Mallory Childs
and the technical director
for the show is senior
Luke Yoshida.

“Big Fish” is a rollick-
ing fantasy set in the
American South that cen-
ters on the charismatic
Edward Bloom, whose
impossible stories of his
life’s epic adventures
frustrate his son, Will.
With Edward on his
deathbed, Will must
embark on his own jour-
ney to find out who his
father really is, unravel-
ing the man from the
myth, the truth from the
tall tales.

The musical is based
on the book by John
August, with music and
lyrics by Andrew Lippa.

Performances are 7:30
p-m. Thursday through

COURTESY PHOTO

University Liggett School students perform “Big

Fish” March 7-10.

Saturday, March 7 to 9;
and 2 p.m. Sunday,
March 10. The Sunday
matinee performance
will feature the rose cer-

emony, honoring seniors,
before the performance.
Tickets are $8 and may
be purchased online at
uls.seatyourself.biz.

MERRILLﬁg

ABANK OF AMERICA COMPANY
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yours. It's that simple.

At Merrill, we'll help you get ready for the future with a
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JOSEPH DIMAURO
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313.642.5287

joseph.dimauro@ml.com
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GROSSE POINTE, MI 48230-1570
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Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated (also referred to as “MLPF&S” or “Merrill”) makes available
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Couple extends open invitation to ‘Love Letters’

Dinner theater performance is March 15, 16

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

The list of famous
actors — many of them
couples — who’ve per-
formed A. R. Gurney’s
“Love Letters” since its
debut in the late 1980s is
vast.

Grosse Pointe Woods
couple Elizabeth and
Charlie McQuillen soon
will join the likes of real-
life couples Robert
Wagner and Jill St. John,
Katharine Ross and Sam
Elliott, and Rita Wilson
and Tom Hanks, as well
as onscreen couples Ali
McGraw and Ryan
O’Neal (“Love Story”),
Meredith Baxter and
Michael Gross (“Family
Ties”) and Larry Hagman
and Linda Gray (“Dallas”)
when they take the stage
to perform “Love Letters.”

The two-night dinner
theater performances
take place Friday, March
15, and Saturday, March
16, at Grosse Pointe
Congregational Church,
240 Chalfonte, Grosse
Pointe Farms.

“I did ‘Love Letters’ for
another production com-
pany probably around 10
years ago,” Elizabeth
McQuillen said. “I had
the tremendous good for-
tune to do the show with
one of my dearest friends
and was directed by my
best friend.”

A handful of years later,
she met Charlie
McQuillen. The couple
connected in 2015 via
Facebook at the urging of
mutual friends. A few
“coffee dates” in early
2016 eventually led to a
proposal later that year.
They were married in
2017.

“I’ve been wanting to
produce this with Charlie
since I met him,” Elizabeth
McQuillen said.

With a partner secured,
the only things missing
were a location and pro-

PHOTO BY JODY MCVEIGH

Elizabeth and Charlie McQuillen present “Love Letters,” a readers theater per-
formance, March 15-16, at Grosse Pointe Congregational Church.

duction team.

Enter Grosse Pointe
Congregational and the
Rev. Richard Yeager-
Stiver.

“I was looking for a new
church home,” Elizabeth
McQuillen said, “and I
was cast in a show here
with Charlie.”

The church, its pastor
and the congregation wel-
comed her with open
arms and she quickly felt
at home. She’s been a
member just more than a
year.

“It was a case of finding
the right circumstances,
the right theater, the right
group to produce,” she
said. “And what’s better
than the church I found

later in my life, where I
finally feel at home?
Bringing Charlie in to do
this play, surrounded by
my family here, is an
extraordinary opportunity
and I'm incredibly grate-
ful for it.”

“I'm pretty excited,”
Charlie McQuillen added.
“We’re going to have a lot
of fun.”

Set in the 1930s, “Love
Letters” details a relation-
ship spanning 40 years
through a series of letters.

“It’s two individuals
who met as young chil-
dren,” Elizabeth
McQuillen said. “Melissa,
my character, is from a
very wealthy, but very
dysfunctional family.

Andrew is from a not as
well-to-do family, but it’s
much more functional. It
details a relationship that
has a basis in love, but
between two individuals
who could never get past
their family function or
dysfunction or their own
insecurities. You might
call it a star-crossed love
story, but the end reveals
how deep and true this
love has always been.”
“It starts when they’re
very young,” Charlie
McQuillen added. “It’s
more notes back and
forth and some letters. ...
The writing is beautiful.
They’re polar opposites,
but they are each other’s
touchstones throughout

their lives.”

What sets “Love
Letters” apart is its lack
of set, costumes and
movement. It’s a readers
theater performance,
meaning the actors will
not memorize their lines.
They will sit side by side,
facing front, and read
their “love letters” to each
other.

“The goal is the inter-
pretation of the words
before you,” Elizabeth
McQuillen said. “Thisis a
reading. If we do it well
enough, when they go
home, people will swear
they saw a set, they saw
movements, they saw
costumes. The play
comes alive as we per-
form it.”

Because they won’t
memorize the script,
there’s not a lot of prep
work involved, Charlie
McQuillen said, though
they’ve gone through the
script a few times during
the last month or so.

“We want to keep a cer-
tain degree of freshness,”
Elizabeth McQuillen said,
regarding the infre-
quency of rehearsals.
“We want to give the
audience the best we can
deliver.”

“It’s really nice that we
don’t have to do a big set
or blocking,” Charlie
McQuillen said. “All it is
is two actors, facing for-
ward. I can’t wait.”

The couple said they’re
both looking forward to
working with dear friend
and director, Arlene
Pollock.

“We’re not facing each
other, so the director tells
us how something is
landing, how the other
character is responding,”
Elizabeth McQuillen said.
“I can’t see him, so I can’t
read off of (his reaction).
She’ll be highlighting
important parts and how
to respond to each other
when we can’t do it visu-
ally.”

The McQuillens said
the play is deep and
intense, but also a com-

edy.

“Even though we never
look at each other or
touch each other, we can
work off our own chemis-
try with meaning that
needs to be there,” said
Elizabeth McQuillen, an
associate professor of
business statistics at the
Wayne State University
Mike Ilitch School of
Business.

“What’s nice about this
particular production is
... this will be the first
time I'm doing it with
someone I actually have a
love relationship with,”
she added. “It will be
interesting to separate
myself from my role and
work with his role, to
define those characters
and their dynamics. It’ll
be fun navigating that
with Charlie.”

An actor since age 11,
Elizabeth McQuillen is a
longtime member of
Grosse Pointe Theatre
and has appeared onstage
throughout southeast
Michigan and beyond.

Charlie McQuillen, a
technical sales represen-
tative for Progressive
Plumbing Supply, was bit
by the acting bug around
10 years ago and got his
start with the Actors Loft
in Royal Oak. He also has
taken the stage locally
and beyond.

Doors for “Love Letters”
open at 6 p.m. Dinner —
catered by Olive Garden
— begins at 6:30 p.m., fol-
lowed by the performance

at 7 p.m.
“We’ll have dinner, then
during intermission

they’ll have access to our
art gallery,” said Yeager-
Stiver, adding that the
exhibition features the
work of Grosse Pointe
Woods resident Bette
Prudden. “Then for the
second act, there will be
fresh-baked cookies.”

Tickets are $35 general
admission, $30 for stu-
dents and seniors. Reserve
seats online at gpcong.org
or by emailing office@
gpcong.org.

Prudden solo exhibition March 10 to May 12

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

A selection of artwork created
by lifelong artist Bette Prudden is
featured in the upcoming Grosse
Pointe Congregational Church
Arts Ministry exhibition, “People,
Places & Things, a Life in Art:
Works by Bette Prudden.”

The show opens Sunday, March
10, and runs through Sunday, May
12, at the church, 240 Chalfonte,
Grosse Pointe Farms.

“What we’re doing is honoring
creative people who’ve devoted
their entire lives to artmaking,”
said Lori Zurvalec, chair of the
arts ministry committee.
“Honoring them seems really
appropriate for an arts ministry to
do.”

Prudden’s solo exhibition fol-
lows those of 89-year-old

ssir.com

Charmaine Kaptur last fall and
93-year-old Carol LaChiusa in
January. Prudden is 95.

Half of the 26 pieces Prudden
will exhibit are pastels — a chal-
lenging medium, according to
Zurvalec — while the other half
includes watercolor and oil paint-
ings.

Prudden, who has lived in
Grosse Pointe Woods since 1963,
has taught classes in the metro
area just as long.

“The thing about Bette is she
was a teacher — still is a teacher,”
Zurvalec said. “She has two stu-
dents now who come to her home
for lessons.”

Prudden has been an active art-
ist for decades, working mainly in
watercolor, pastel oil and acrylic.
The award-winning artist has
exhibited her work locally, nation-
ally and internationally.

Sighature

One of her main interests is por-
traits. She has created commis-
sioned portraits for retiring
principals of Grosse Pointe North
High School, as well as retired
judge George Montgomery and
countless children.

“There are probably many por-
traits of children in homes
throughout Grosse Pointe,”
Zuvalec said. “She used pastels
because they capture the softness
of a child’s cheeks.”

For more than 40 years, Prudden
conducted demonstrations at art
fairs, painting portraits on the
spot.

“She was good at capturing peo-
ple’s likeness immediately,”
Zurvalec said. “... At one point,
she was not entering portraits in
juried exhibitions anymore, so

See SOLO, page 2B
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Bette Pruden’s work will be displayed through

May 12.

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

18000 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe, Ml 48230
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Members of the Foxcreek Questers have been raising funds to preserve and restore the Grosse Pointe
Historical Society’s Provencal-Weir House.

Honoring the women
ol the Fox Creek Questers

The community is invited to tea
and cookies Saturday, March 9,
International
Women’s Day and the accom-
plishments of the Fox Creek
Questers, led by President Lynn

to celebrate

Detwiler.

During the past year, the Fox
Creek Questers have worked
with curator Leslie Wagner rais-
ing money every second Saturday
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and
through larger fundraising

events, all to benefit the preserva-
tion of the Provencal-Weir House.

Docents will be on hand from
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. to show guests
how a $5,000 state grant the
Questers were awarded has
changed life inside the historic
house/museum — from refin-
ished floors and vintage light fix-
tures to painted walls, doors,
ceilings and porches, to a whole
new vintage store.

cial woman in your life and have
some tea and stroll this lovely
home,” said Wagner, immediate
past president of the Grosse
Pointe Historical Society. “Bring
your pocketbook because every-
thing in the vintage store is priced
just $10 unless otherwise marked.
Heck, bring something to donate.
We appreciate everything we get
from the community.”

For more information, call (313)

SOLO:

Continued from page 1B

then she started doing
more landscapes and
still lifes.”

Prudden is affiliated
with the Grosse Pointe
Artists Association,

Detroit Society of
Women Painters &
Sculptors, Michigan

Watercolor Society,
Great Lakes Pastel
Society, Scarab Club of
Detroit and Portrait
Society of America. She
is a founding member of
Grosse Pointe
Congregational
Church’s Pointe Studio
10, of which Zurvalec
also is a member.

Prudden also owned
The Art Studio on Mack,
where she taught oil,
pastel, watercolor and
acrylic painting. The
Kansas City native also
taught figure drawing,
oil painting and water-
color classes at The War
Memorial.

An opening reception
for “People, Places &

“Bring your best friend or a spe- 884-7010.
PHOTO BY JODY MCVEIGH
Bette Prudden’s “Maine View”
Things” takes place 2to mances of “Love intermission before see-

4 p.m. Sunday, March
10. Light refreshments
will be available. The
public is welcome.
Regular show hours
are 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Sundays. The exhibition
also will be open during
March 15 and 16 perfor-

16822 Kercheval Avenue
Grosse Pointe

WWwWw.Savy \‘Chngp.(Olﬂ

Letters” in the church’s
lower level.

“During intermission,
the art gallery will be
open, so people can
come in, have dinner,
see the first half of the
show, then mingle in
the art gallery during

ing the rest of the
show,” the Rev. Richard
Yeager-Stiver said.

Prudden’s work also
will be available to view
by appointment by call-
ing (313) 884-3075.

For more information,
email arts@gpcong.org.

48236.

G.PN.: 2/15/24; 2/22/24; 2/29/24; 3/1/24

city of Brosse Jointe Farms, Michigan

BOARD OF REVIEW

Meetings for the purpose of reviewing the 2024 Assessment
Roll for the City of Grosse Pointe Farms, Wayne County,
Michigan, will be held by the Board of Review on:

TUESDAY, MARCH 5, 2024
From 2:00 p.m. — 5:00 p.m.
and

6:00 p.m. —9:00 p.m.

and

TUESDAY, MARCH 26, 2024
From 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
and

1:00 p.m. —

at City Hall, 90 Kerby Road, Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan

Hearings will be scheduled by appointment. Please contact
City of Grosse Pointe Farms at (313) 640-1618. You may also
petition the Board in writing through the mail if you cannot
make the hearing dates. These letters HAVE TO BE IN THE
OFFICE BY FRIDAY, MARCH 22nd.

4:00 p.m.

EA

ACTIVITIES

The War Memorial

The War Memorial, 32
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe
Farms, presents Vet-to-
Vet, a free event for vet-
erans to connect with
fellow veterans and share
stories, from 8 to 9 a.m.
Thursday, March 7.
Register at warmemorial.
org.

Reunion

Grosse Pointe North
High School’s Class of
1984 seeks classmates
for its 40th reunion,
which takes place at 6:30
p.m. Saturday, Aug. 24,
at Fishbones Rhythm

Kitchen Cafe, 23722
Jefferson, St. Clair
Shores. The reunion

includes a cash bar, light
appetizers and live '80s
music by Lunar Sessions.
For those in town early, a
casual gathering at
Rustic Cabins in Grosse
Pointe Park takes place
Friday, Aug. 23. Cost for
the reunion is $40;
Venmo @amytrederhol-
land. For information,
contact Amy Treder
Holland at amyt
holland@live.com or call
(313) 790-9667, or Marla
Ruhana at (586) 801-
4701.
Library

The Grosse Pointe
Public Library hosts a
variety of programs. To
register for the following,
visit grossepointelibrary.
org.

& Hustle for Health
Dance Class, 6 to 7 p.m.
Thursday, March 7, at
Ewald, 15175 E.
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe
Park.

& Sensory Storytime,
10:30 to 11 a.m. Friday,
March 8, at Ewald, 15175
E. Jefferson, Grosse
Pointe Park.

& Spring Into Writing
with a Short Story, 9:30
to 11:30 a.m. Saturday,
March 9, at Ewald, 15175
E. Jefferson, Grosse
Pointe Park.

& Hustle for Health
Dance Class, noon to 1
p-m. Saturday, March 9,
at Woods, 20680 Mack,
Grosse Pointe Woods.

# Eclipse Talk, 2:30 to
3:30 p.m. Saturday,
March 9, at Central, 10
Kercheval, Grosse Pointe
Farms.

# Girls Reading, 7 to 8
p.m. Monday, March 11,
at Ewald, 15175 E.
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe
Park.

@ Tuesday Night Book
Discussion, 7 to 8 p.m.
Tuesday, March 12, at

Ewald, 15175 E.
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe
Park.

¢ 7th & 8th Grade
Book Group, 7 to 8:30
p.m. Tuesday, March 12,
at Central, 10 Kercheval,
Grosse Pointe Farms.

& Paper People Kids
Workshop, 9:30 to 10:30
a.m. Wednesday, March
13, at Ewald, 15175 E.
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe
Park.

& Teen Creativity
Circle: Yarn-Wrapped
Letters, 3 to 5 p.m.
Wednesday, March 13, at
Woods, 20680 Mack,
Grosse Pointe Woods.

# Discovering Stained
Glass of Metro Detroit, 7
to 8:15 p.m. Wednesday,
March 13, at Central, 10
Kercheval, Grosse Pointe
Farms.

& Yard Up Knitting
and Crochet Club, 1 to 2
p-m. Thursday, March
14, at Ewald, 15175 E.

Jefferson, Grosse Pointe
Park.

¢ Coding a Sports
Game, 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.
Thursday, March 14, at
Ewald, 15175 E.
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe
Park.

& Saturday Drop-In
Storytime, 10:30 to 11
a.m. Saturday, March 16,
at Central, 10 Kercheval,
Grosse Pointe Farms.

Blood drives

The American Red
Cross hosts the following
blood drives:

¢ 11:30 a.m. to 5:30
p.m. Friday, March 8,
Grosse Pointe Woods
Community Center,
20025 Mack, Grosse
Pointe Woods.

¢ 1 to 7 p.m. Tuesday,
March 12, First English
Evangelical Lutheran
Church, 800 Vernier,
Grosse Pointe Woods.

¢ 11 am. to 5 p.m.
Tuesday, March 19,
Ascension St. John
Hospital, 22101 Moross,
Detroit.

¢ 1 to 7 p.m.
Wednesday, March 20,
Jefferson Masonic Lodge,
22000 E. 11 Mile, St. Clair
Shores.

¢ 11 am. to 5 p.m.
Monday, March 25, Ford
House, 1100 Lakeshore,
Grosse Pointe Shores.

Register at redcross
blood.org.

Rotary

The Rotary Club of
Grosse Pointe hosts its
next meeting at 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, March 13, at
Village Grille, 16930
Kercheval, City of Grosse
Pointe. Stephen Ahles,
the Rotarian instrumen-
tal in getting the new safe
drug disposal box
installed at Grosse Pointe
Woods city hall, speaks.
Email grossepointe
rotary@gmail.com.

The Helm

The Helm at the Boll
Life Center, 158 Ridge,
Grosse Pointe Farms,
offers a variety of classes
and programs.
Registration is required
at (313) 882-9600 for the
following:

& Field Trip: DSO—
Red Carpet Film Scores,
9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Friday, March 8. Cost is
$50 for members, $60 for
nonmembers.

@ The movie “The Age
of Adaline” is shown at
12:30 p.m. Friday, March
8. Cost is $3 for mem-
bers, $5 for nonmem-
bers, and includes
snacks.

* Addiction:
Understanding and
Helping Others, 11 a.m.
to noon Wednesday,
March 13, with presenter
Brooke Wakeford, pre-
ventionist with CARE of
Southeastern Michigan.

@ Travels with Rufus, 1
to 2 p.m. Wednesday,
March 13, with Rufus
McGaugh, who has trav-
eled to every country in
the world.

& St. Patrick’s Day
Lunch & Karaoke, 11:30
a.m. to 1 p.m. Friday,
March 15. Cost is $20 for
members, $24 for non-
members.

& AARP Smart Driver
Tek, 10 to 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday, March 20,
with instructor Roger
Doster.

¢ Out-to-Breakfast
Bunch, 10 to 11:30 a.m.

See EVENTS, page 4B
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SecOnd Time Around

By Margie Reins Smith

One —1t’s just a number

I was an only child. I
hated it and lambasted
my parents throughout
my childhood for this
deplorable condition they
put me in. I was outnum-
bered, two to one, for
every harebrained
scheme I proposed.

“When do I get my own
car?”

Mom: “Never.”

Dad: “When you can
pay for it yourself.”

“Can I backpack this
summer in Europe with
(insert name of boyfriend

of the month)?”

Mom: “Absolutely not.”

Dad: “No. And that’s
final.”

Back then, arguments
were settled quickly.

I had nobody to blame
things on; nobody to
divert my parents’ atten-
tion from my misdeeds;
nobody to bicker with
just for the hell of it. I had
nobody to keep me com-
pany in the back seat of
the car on tiresome fam-
ily outings such as funer-
als, educational trips and

visits to extremely old rel-
atives who smelled like
mothballs and lived in
gloomy apartments full of
antimacassars and
fringed lampshades and
scary taxidermy displays.

Inever learned the give
and take of living with a
brother or a sister. Never
experienced sibling
rivalry until I had chil-
dren of my own, when I
got to witness it firsthand,
in triplicate. At high vol-
ume. Daily. For years and
years and years.

When 1 was little, I
prayed for a baby brother
or sister. When I reached
my teens, I changed my
mind and prayed for an
older brother who would
invite his friends to our
house. I would even have
settled for an older sister
if she could have been
counted on to invite some
older boys to our house.

After hearing about the
bitter family squabbles
that grown-up siblings
experience while settling
their parents’ estates, I
have reconsidered my
prayers. When my par-
ents died, I inherited
everything. Their house.

Their bank account.
Their portfolio. Their
insurance policies. An
antique or two.

I also got an attic
crammed with knick
knacks, questionable
treasures and extensive
collections put aside by
two people who lived
through the Great
Depression. I inherited
balls of saved string,
boxes of disintegrated
rubber bands, dozens of
empty jelly jars and plas-
tic containers and enough
1970s-style clothing to fill
a Goodwill truck.

I got some nice art, but
I also got my grandmoth-
er’s paint-by-number
masterpieces and my
aunt’s hand-painted
ceramic ashtrays. I inher-
ited framed photos of
unknown people, some
messy scrapbooks and
lots of cheap, broken fur-
niture.

I got everything — the

good, the bad, the ugly
and the broken. But at
least I got to pick through
the stuff and decide for
myself whether to keep it,
sell it, give it to somebody
or throw it away.

One of my friends is
still bickering with her
brother over their
deceased father’s collec-
tion of gold coins. Instead
of the coins she was
promised, she inherited
her mother’s collection of
holy cards. “Hundreds of
holy cards,” she says.
“What am I supposed to
do with hundreds of holy
cards?”

These are not baseball
cards, she points out,
which at least are worth
something on eBay. She
has shoeboxes filled with
pictures of saints, the
Holy Mother in dozens of
dramatic situations, bad
reproductions of

See ONE, page 4B

March for Meals supports Helm’s Meals on Wheels

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

The first known Meals
on Wheels delivery in the
United States took place
70 years ago in
Philadelphia, with the
goal of helping seniors
extend their indepen-
dence and health as they
age.

Since then, the pro-
gram has grown into one
of the largest and most
effective social move-
ments in the country,
with 251 million meals
served to 2.2 million
seniors each year.

Apart from providing
seniors an opportunity to
socialize, according to
mealsonwheelsamerica.

org, 92 percent of recipi-
ents say the meals help
them live independently,
85 percent say the meals
help them feel more
secure and 77 percent
say the meals improve
their health.

Locally, The Helm at
the Boll Life Center
began offering Meals on
Wheels services in 1978.
The program serves resi-
dents of the Grosse
Pointes and Harper
Woods who are age 60 or
older, homebound and
unable to safely prepare
meals for themselves.

In 2023, nearly 26,000
meals were delivered
through The Helm'’s
Meals on Wheels pro-
gram — a 26 percent

increase over the prior
year.

“We can attribute that
to a couple things,” said
Krista Siddall, executive
director of The Helm,
first noting the aging
population. “We’re
approaching a time when

Winter on Lake St. Clair

Winter on Lake St. Clair ca. 1920

G. Russell French at the tiller of “French Boy” — a Class A Champion
ice boat. “French Boy” featured 450 square feet of sail and 9 foot runners,
and was owned by G. Russell French and John H. French Jr.

d
s

Grosse Pointe

4 Historical Society
s The hub for history in the Grosse Pointes

fes2am  Scan the blue code for
4% information on research
¢ requests and donations.

The Grosse Pointe Historical Society has thousands of resources about the history of the
Pointes and adjacent communities. Visit our web site at www.gphistorical.org to find out more.

375 Kercheval Ave.

Grosse Pointe Farms, M1 48236
development@gphistorical.org
(313) 884-7010

Do you like history?
Would you like to volunteer?
Scan to learn more!

22080

there will be more people
over 60 than there will be
kids under 17. We can
also attribute it to need.
There is a greater need in
our community among
homebound people or
people who can’t get out
and shop or who need

additional assistance to
stay in their homes.
Twenty-six percent is a
significant increase.”
Meals on Wheels eases
the challenges faced by
some seniors of access-
ing healthy food and
cooking nutritious meals.
While 10 million older
adults in America face
hunger every day, the
risk of malnutrition
increases with age due to
factors like decreased
appetite, limited mobility
and dietary restrictions.
Food is supplied to The
Helm by TRIO
Community Meals of
Detroit. Clients have the
option to receive five fro-
zen meals each Monday
or one hot meal daily,

Monday through Friday.
Each meal consists of a
protein, starch, vegeta-
ble, fruit and carton of
milk.

Nutrition isn’t the only
benefit of receiving a
meal. A social compo-
nent also exists, as volun-
teers have the
opportunity to interact
with the recipient and
build relationships.

“We know now the
importance of socializa-
tion,” Siddall said.
“Having a social connec-
tion as we age has more
of an impact on health
than quitting smoking
and obesity.

“... There are a lot of

See MARCH, page 4B
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You’re invited.

Do you have old documents that you’d like to dispose of
safely and securely? We're hosting a shredding party on
Wednesday, April 3, 2024.

Bring your friends and family to our office! We’ll provide
the shredding truck and refreshments. \We're looking
forward to seeing you there.

Wednesday, April 3, 2024 Shredding Party
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Grosse Pointe Branch

20879 Mack Avenue

Grosse Pointe Woods, M| 48236
schwab.com/grossepointe

Please RSVP by March 29 to Jackie Piper at 313-743-0433
or jackie.piper@schwab.com.

©2024 Charles Schwab & Co., Inc. (“Schwab”) All rights reserved. Member SIPC.
(0322-2UMC) SCH11722-42 (1/24)

charles

SCHWAB
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OBITUARIES

Obituary notices are purchased and often prewritten by family or friends. While
we try to run obituaries as submitted, we nevertheless reserve the right to edit for

accuracy, style and length.

Joseph John
Katulic Jr.

Joseph John Katulic
Jr., 75, died peacefully at
home Friday, March 1,
2024, after a brief illness
and 30-year battle against
Parkinson’s Disease.

Joe was born July 27,
1948, in Flint. He grew up
during banner decades
for Flint; in 1954, GM
debuted its 50 millionth
car in a parade down
Saginaw Street. Joe liked
to relate that his grandfa-
ther had raced cars with
Louis Chevrolet. Joe’s
father was a GM plant
executive. His mother,
Cathy, born in Bucevic,
Croatia, was a nurse who
happily took up the role
of housewife raising her
three sons, Joe, and his
brothers, David and Sam.

Joe attended the
University of Michigan
where he served as presi-
dent of the Gamma
Deuteron chapter of
Theta Delta Chi frater-
nity. His nickname,
“Momma Joe,” was in
recognition of his care
for all the details and tra-
ditions of the house. His
fraternity brothers and
their families, to whom
with much affection he
was “Uncle Joe,” have
been significant and life-
long friends.

After graduation, Joe
did not return to Flint,
instead making his home
in Ann Arbor. His degree
was in labor economics.
He tried a year of teach-
ing but found his career
calling at U of M in the
human resources depart-
ment. Joe took a break
from “the U” to work at
Wayne State University,
first for Provost Harold
Hanson and then
President David
Adamany. He served as
assistant director of the

Joseph John Katulic Jr.

Michigan Small Business
Development Center,
then based at WSU. This
led to management con-
sulting as Katulic &
Associates. He was
recruited back to U of M
to build the HR depart-
ment at M-Care. He was
proud of growing the
workforce from 50 to

500.
When Joe retired from
M-Care, it scarcely

slowed him down. He
and his partner moved to
Grosse Pointe, where Joe
served on the board of
Adult Well-Being
Services, the Michigan
Parkinson’s Foundation
and the vestry and vari-
ous committees at Christ
Church Grosse Pointe.
Joe liked to bring people
together — including his
TALK group and The
Pals with friends from
church, a support group
at Grosse Pointe United
Methodist Church with
fellow Parkinsonians,
among others. Even as
the progression of the
disease took its toll, Joe
fought back literally as a
Rock Steady boxer,
replete with a red satin
jacket bearing his moni-
ker, “Killer Joe.” He was
a longtime member of
The Players Club and
Grosse Pointe Historical

Society.

Joe loved antiquing,
collecting, history, books,
art, Croatian music and
his Victrola and records.
He even grew to like
grand opera and always
enjoyed Gilbert and
Sullivan, “The Mikado”
being a favorite.

Joe is survived by his
life partner of 41 years,
Stuart Grigg. They were
introduced by friends at a
Memorial Day picnic in
Mooreville, Mich. Joe
came to Detroit the fol-
lowing weekend to see
the Art of the Mamluks
exhibition at the Detroit
Institute of Arts. He and
Stuart were a couple
from then on. Joe loved
their travels, including
England following the
church choir; Cape May,
N.J., to see Lucy the
Elephant; Key West with
neighbors; eccentric his-
toric hotels and wonder-
ful wvacations to
interesting places with
friends Vicky and Carl.

Joe is survived by his
partner, Stuart; brothers,
David (Michelle) of
Shelby Township and
Samuel (Mary) of Winter
Garden, Fla.; and his
nieces, nephews and
many beloved friends.

A memorial service will
be held at a later date at
Christ Church Detroit,
where Joe and Stuart
were members. Memorial
donations may be sent to
Christ Church Detroit,
christcd.org/online-giv-
ing/; the Gamma
Deuteron chapter Theta
Delta Chi at the
University of Michigan,
gammadeut.org/index.
html; or the Grosse
Pointe Historical Society,
gphs.formstack.com/
forms/general donation_
form.

Share a memory at
verheyden.org.

EMAIL OBITUARY INFORMATION TO
KBAZZY@GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COM.
THE DEADLINE FOR OBITUARIES IS 3 P.M. MONDAY
FOR INCLUSION IN THURSDAY'S NEWSPAPER.
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quantifiable outcomes
you can see on the health
side with Meals on
Wheels,” she added. “It
reduces hospital visits,
admissions and nursing
home stays. It increases
food security and pro-
vides a healthy diet. It
reduces social isolation,
loneliness and depres-
sion. And there’s a reduc-
tion in falls.”

In anticipation of fur-
ther growth, The Helm is
working to ensure its
programs and operations
can adjust quickly and
efficiently, Siddall said.

To match the current
increase in need, she was
pleased to report an
increase in volunteers to
help deliver meals,
though additional volun-
teers still are welcome to
enlist.

“A lot of time the vol-
unteers say they get
more out of it than the
recipients do,” she
added.

The next step to make
sure Meals on Wheels
operates smoothly is
raising financial support
through The Helm’s
annual March for Meals
event.

On the march

The Helm works with
the Detroit Area Agency
on Aging to deliver

meals to eligible seniors.
Thanks to grants and
donations, The Helm is
able to guarantee there
is not a waitlist for Meals
on Wheels.

To raise funds for the
program, The Helm is
hosting its sixth annual
March for Meals virtual
walk, which takes place
the entire month of
March.

“Every dollar raised
through March for
Meals stays in the
Grosse Pointes and
Harper Woods,” Siddall
said. “We’re serving
approximately 120 cli-
ents each week.”

Because the event
takes place in March —
which, in Michigan,
means unpredictable
weather conditions — it
is virtual. Participants
can walk as little or as
much as they’d like
while raising funds.

Grosse Pointe
Memorial Church has
partnered with The
Helm, providing match-
ing donations during the
month through its March
for Hunger campaign.

Every $5 donated
funds one meal. There
are three ways to pro-
vide financial support:

@ Gather sponsors to
donate based on your
exercise during March
for Meals.

4 Commit to an exer-
cise routine and make a
designated donation.

& Make a donation
directly to The Helm
March for Meals pro-
gram.

For motivation, sev-
eral three-mile walking/
biking routes around the
Grosse Pointes and
Harper Woods may be
found at helmlife.org/
march-for-meals.

Exercises must be
completed between now
and March 31. All mon-
ies must be submitted to
The Helm by Monday,
April 1, to count toward
this event.

Donations may be
made through the web-
site or sent to The Helm,
158 Ridge Road, Grosse
Pointe Farms, MI 48236.

For more information,
visit the website or call
(313) 882-9600.

“I hope the community
as a whole steps up and
takes notice of this pro-
gram and considers
donating,” Siddall said,
“whether it’s $25 for five
meals or $1,000 for 200
meals. It all goes to their
neighbors and friends.

“I'm so thankful this
program has continued
to grow,” she added.
“We are blessed with
community support. Our
goal this year is $15,000.
... It’s exciting to see the
impact this program has
on the senior popula-
tion. I have every confi-
dence the community
will come through; they
always do.”

ONE:
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Leonardo’s Last Supper
and more images of Jesus
than you can shake a
stick at: Baby Jesus in the
manger, Jesus in the tem-
ple, Jesus giving ser-
mons, Jesus performing
miracles and raising the
dead and curing lepers.
More Jesus images than
anybody needs.

She also got the
remains of the mortgage
deed to her parents’
house. Not the mortgage
— thankfully — just the
deed. After 30 years, they
paid it off.

“They were so thrilled
with that final payment,”
she said, “they threw a
big party and actually set
the mortgage certificate

on fire. For some reason,
they couldn’t bear to
throw the charred
remains away, so they
poured them into a may-
onnaise jar and stashed it
on the top shelf in the
back of a kitchen cabi-
net.”

Her brother says the
mortgage ashes are hers.
The gold coins are his.

Another friend said
after her parents died,
she and her older sisters
got together to divvy up
their stuff. My friend
inherited — la mano del
muerto — the hand of
death.

“It’s a plaster hand,”
she says. “Just a hand.
Back in the ’30s, there
was a Bela Lugosi movie
called ‘La Mano Del
Muerto.” My parents
must have liked the

movie, which was a hor-
ror film about a disem-
bodied hand that crawled
across the floor and
strangled people.”

For some reason —
who knows now (maybe
it was a joke or a gag gift)
— they owned a plaster
hand mounted on a
wooden stand. Her older
sisters called it La Mano
Del Muerto. The sisters
didn’t want it. My friend
ended up with the ugly
thing, which she keeps on
top of a dresser in her
spare bedroom because
she can’t bear to throw
away.

Perhaps being an only
child wasn’t so awfully
sad. It involved a lot of
boring, long car rides, but
at least I could stretch out
and read. I read a lot of
good books.

& Create a Tote with Ann

10:30 a.m.

EVENTS:
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Thursday, March 21, to Mack
Avenue Grill. Guests are
responsible for the cost of their
own lunch. Cost for the bus is
$5 for members, $7 for non-
members. Those who drive
themselves must still register.

¢ The movie “Murder
Mystery 2” will be shown at
12:30 p.m. Friday, March 22.
Cost is $3 for members, $5 for
nonmembers, and includes
snacks.

¢ Corewell Health Cooking
Demonstration, 12:30 to 1:30
p.-m. Wednesday, March 27,
with facilitators Nancy Weis, a
registered dietician, and Chef
Dan Kellogg.

Whistle Stop

Whistle Stop Hobby & Toy,
21714 Harper, St. Clair Shores,
welcomes the Easter Bunny 11
a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, March
9. Young guests may pose for
photos with the bunny, as well
as partake in fun activities and
a Peep scavenger hunt. Call
(586) 771-6770.

GPAA

The Grosse Pointe Artists
Association offers a variety of
classes at its studio, located at
The War Memorial, 32
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe
Farms. To register for the fol-
lowing, visit grossepointeart
center.org.

Jacob, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday, March 9.

¢ Life Drawing with Anne
Garavaglia, 6 to 8 p.m.
Wednesdays, March 13 to
April 3.

® Greet Spring 2024 with
Origami Flowers, 10 a.m. to
noon Saturday, March 16.

@ Landscapes in the Style of
Childe Hassam with Donald
Cronkhite, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Thursdays, March 21 to April
4.

& Pastel Landscapes with
Clouds with Fran Seikaly, 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday and
Saturday, March 22 and 23.

Veterans

The Grosse Pointe War
Memorial Veterans Club gath-
ers at 1:30 p.m. for a 2 p.m.
meeting Thursday, March 14,
in the veterans room on the
lower level of The War
Memorial, 32 Lakeshore,
Grosse Pointe Farms. The pro-
gram is “Super Fighters,
Weapons of War.” Admission
is free and guests are welcome.
For more information, call
Club President John Bates at
(313) 881-4125.

Audubon Society

Grosse Pointe Audubon
hosts its next meeting Monday,
March 18, in the annex build-
ing behind Grosse Pointe
Unitarian Church, 17150
Maumee, City of Grosse
Pointe. Diane Cheklich will

present her documentary,
“Pheasants of Detroit.” Doors
open at 7 p.m. for social hour
and refreshments; the free
meeting starts at 7:3.0 p.m.
Contact brapai@aol.com or
visit gpaudubon.blogspot.
com.

Chamber

The Grosse Pointe Chamber
of Commerce presents
“Building Your Business Boot
Camp: Social Media 101,”
11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Wednesday, March 20, at The
Neighborhood Club, 17150
Waterloo, City of Grosse
Pointe. The program, pre-
sented by 31 & Up Media, will
include best practices for
social media using an iPhone,
tagging accounts on a variety
of platforms and learning the
differences between posts, sto-
ries and reels. Tickets are $25
each and include lunch. Visit
grossepointechamber.com or
call (313) 881-4722.

Lions

The Grosse Pointe Lions
Club hosts its next meeting at
6:30 p.m. Thursday, March 21,
at Village Grille, 16930
Kercheval, City of Grosse
Pointe. Guests are welcome.

Ford House

The Edsel & Eleanor Ford
House, 1100 Lakeshore,
Grosse Pointe Shores, offers
the following programs:

& Storytime: Every Night is

Pizza Night,
Tuesdays, through March 26,
for ages 7 and younger.

& Easter Bunny Photos,
noon to 4:30 p.m. Sunday,
March 24. Cost is $15 per child
of members, $20 for nonmem-
ber children.

¢ Easter Brunch, 10 a.m.
and 1 p.m. Sunday, March 31.
Admission costs vary.

& Coffee with Collections,
10:30 a.m. Thursdays, April 25
and Dec. 5, for members only.

For tickets and information,
visit fordhouse.org.

Family Center

The Family Center of Grosse
Pointe and Harper Woods
offers free programs and
resources that help build hap-
pier, healthier families. The
following programs take place
at The War Memorial, 32
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe
Farms. Learn more at family
centerhelps.org.

& Free Community Yoga, 7
p.m. Tuesdays, through April
30. Registration is required by
emailing maryjo@family
centerhelps.org.

¢ Community Book
Discussion, 7 pm. Wednesday,
April 24. A panel of experts
will discuss the parenting
information featured in “14
Talks By Age 14,” by Michelle
Icard. RSVP to maryjo@
familycenterhelps.org.

Air Show
The Michigan National

Guard’s 127th Wing will host
the 2024 Air Show and Open
House at Selfridge Air
National Guard Base June 8
and 9. The event is free and
open to the public, and fea-
tures The Thunderbirds, U.S.
Army Golden Knights
Parachute Team, Franklin’s
Flying Circus, AIlO
Thunderbolt II, KC135
Stratotanker and several
ground displays. The theme is
“Innovation Focused: STEAM
Driven.”
Adaptive yoga

Yoga Moves MS, in partner-
ship with the Kirk Gibson
Foundation, hosts Adaptive
Chair Yoga classes at 11:30
a.m. Mondays at Full Lotus
Yoga, 20365 Mack, Grosse
Pointe Woods. Adaptive yoga
benefits those with multiple
sclerosis, Parkinson’s disease,
stroke and other neuromuscu-
lar conditions. Cost is $12 per
drop-in class or five classes for
$50 in advance. Visit full
lotusyoga.net.

Toastmasters

Northeastern Toastmasters
meets in person at Wayne
County Community College
District’s Mary Ellen Stempfle
University Center, 19305
Vernier, Harper Woods, as
well as on Zoom, at 7 p.m. the
second and fourth Monday of
each month. Call (313) 720-
8444 for the link and pass-
word.
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Assumption Gultural Genter announces spring activities

A variety of fitness and
self-improvement classes
and events that educate,
excite and entertain are
available this spring at
Assumption Cultural
Center, 21800 Marter, St.
Clair Shores.

Assumption’s new
Spring Cultural Series
includes a class Monday,
March 11, during which
guests learn to make —
and bake on-site —
Greek butter cookies.

The series also features a
four-hands piano perfor-
mance Thursday, April 4,
by the Sisters
Stojanovska, with music
selections by Kapustin,
Liszt, Dvorzak,
Khachaturian, Colin
Payne and more. The sis-
ters are Marina
Stojanovska, currently
on faculty at Oakland
University, and Natasha
Stojanovska, on faculty
at the University of New

Daniela Mack

Music at Memorial
March 15 concert
features Daniela Mack

Grosse Pointe
Memorial Church, 16
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe
Farms, hosts a special
recital by Argentine
mezzo Daniela Mack at
7:30 p.m. Friday, March
15.

The rising mezzo-
soprano has been hailed
as “a purringly elegant
BMW of a singer.”

She will be in the

Detroit area preparing
for an April recital with
Keun-A Lee, collabora-
tive pianist and wife of
Wei Yu, principal cellist
with the Detroit
Symphony Orchestra, at
the Kennedy Center in
Washington, D.C.

This will be their only
performance in the area.
For more information,
call (313) 882-5330.

CGHURCH
KVENT

St. Michael’s

St. Michael’s Episcopal Church in Grosse Pointe
Woods hosts its next Lunch, Laugh and Learn event
noon to 2 p.m. Thursday, March 21. The Lenten fish
fry, prepared by Chef Steuart Graham, includes fish,
clam chowder, potato chips, coleslaw, buns and but-
ter and hush puppies. Reservations are recom-
mended. Call (313) 884-4820. A free-will offering will

be collected at the door.

Mexico.

Grosse Pointe North
High School’s annual
Great Works Concert
takes place at
Assumption Church
Thursday, March 14.

Assumption Nursery
School & Toddler Center
will begin accepting reg-
istrations for its 2024
Summer Camp on
Monday, March 11.
“Camp Imagination”
offers two creativity-
inspiring day camps:
Early Childhood Camp
for ages 1 to 6, and a
Youth Camp for ages 7 to
10. The nursery school
also presents its annual
Spring Auction Friday,
May 10. “Denim &
Diamonds Auction Gala”
will be an evening of
hors d’oeuvres, an open
bar, auction items, raf-
fles and more.

Those interested in fit-
ness are invited to
Assumption’s
KALOSOMATICS exer-
cise program, which
begins Monday, April 8,
and runs through Friday,
June 7. KALOSOMATICS
offers women’s and
co-ed classes with car-
diovascular emphasis

incorporating aerobics,
yoga and Pilates-like mat
work. Beginner, interme-
diate and senior classes
are offered, day and eve-
ning. Students may alter-
nate classes and times to
accommodate their per-
sonal schedules, new
students may attend any
class free for one week
and seniors receive a 25
percent discount.
Students may join class
at any time during the
session and registration
fees will be pro-rated
from the time of registra-
tion.

Assumption also offers
two yoga classes: Gentle
Mat Yoga and Yin Yoga.
In Gentle Mat, students
are guided through gen-
tle postures that link
breath with movement
while increasing strength
and improving flexibility.
In Yin Yoga, students
hold postures that move
into deeper connective
tissue. By the end of
class, students feel as
though they just had a
deep tissue massage.

For those who prefer
team sports, check out
Assumption’s pickleball
program. Various clinics

teach beginners how to
play and help advanced
beginners learn skills to
improve their game.
Group Pickleball Play
also is available where
participants are sorted
by skill level. Courts are
available for private rent-
als, including new 7 to 9
a.m. court rentals,
Monday through Friday,
for Early Bird pickleball
players.

Other fitness classes at
Assumption are Tae
Kwon Do Karate for
adults and children,
offering the opportunity
to develop strength while
learning the art of disci-
pline.

Travel with
Assumption features two
trips. The first is a motor-
coach trip to Montreal
and Quebec City,
Quebec, Canada, May 18
to 24. The second trip is
avisit to Greece, Sept. 10
to 24. To learn more
about these trips,
Assumption is hosting
Travel Night at 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, March 7.

Other opportunities for
self-improvement
include French language
classes taught by

Alliance Francaise de
Grosse Pointe and Greek
language classes for
beginners and teens,
advanced beginners and
intermediates.

Other events at
Assumption this spring
include an American Red
Cross blood drive Friday,
March 29, and
Assumption’s 14th
annual Giant Garage
Sale Friday, June 14, and
Saturday, June 15.

Marchiori Catering at
Assumption provides
food and service for a
variety of events, from
weddings large and
small, to conferences,
business meetings and
organization gatherings,
with many function
rooms available to
accommodate events of
any size. Marchiori also
offers Lenten seafood
buffets, a Mother’s Day
gourmet brunch and
soups to go year-round.

For more information
or to register for events,
call Assumption Cultural
Center at (586) 779-6111
or view the Spring/
Summer 2024 brochure
at assumptioncultural
center.org.

March highlights at The Helm

Safety on the road

Seniors are invited to learn
about the safety technology avail-
able in vehicles during the AARP

Smart Driver Tek
workshop 10 to
11:30 a.m.
Wednesday, March
20, at The Helm.
This popular
course teaches the
latest vehicle safety
technologies and
how to use them to
help enhance driv-
ing safety and
extend safe driving
years. Some of those
features — technol-
ogy-lane departure
systems, smart head-
lights and blind-spot
detection systems,
for example — can
improve driver and
driving safety.
Attendees leave with
a vehicle technology
checklist, which
offers guidance on
desired technologies

when shopping for a new car or
what features may already be in

their car.

Understanding

addiction

According to the National
Center for Drug Abuse Statistics,
more than half of the United States

Masses

Saint
Ambrose
Catholic Church

15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park,
Michigan 48230-1302

Saturday Vigil — 4:00 p.m. )
Sunday — 8:30 and 11:15 a.m.
Tuesday — 8:30 a.m.

Thursday — 7:00 p.m.

Friday — Noon

(313) 822-2814 » stambrosechurch.net « facebook.com/stambroseparish
(i#9 Saturday Vigil is streamed online at 8:00 a.m. Sunday on our facebook page

Wednesday, March 13, for
“Addiction: Understanding and
Helping Others.”

Not every use of an illicit drug or
alcohol leads to addiction; how-
ever, recognizing the signs is the
first step in being able to address

St. Michael’s Episcopal Church
sharing the Light of Christ

20475 Sunningdale Park

Grosse Pointe Woods

030724

March 10 ~ Fourth Sunday in Lent

What is God doing in your life?
Sunday Worship at 10 am
followed by Coffee Hour in the parish hall

313.884.4820
stmichaelsgpw.org

population older than age 12 have
illicitly used drugs in their life-
time. Brooke Wakeford, a preven-
tionist with CARE of Southeastern

Michigan, will be at
The Helm from 11 a.m. to noon

the situation. In addition to teach-
ing ways to identify an addiction,
Wakeford will explain the stages
of addiction, the impact addiction

plays on the family and
ways to address sub-
stance abuse within the
family.

A great escape

Former Grosse
Pointe social studies
teacher Rufus
McGaugh will regale
guests with tales of his
travels around the
globe, from 1 to 2 p.m.
Wednesday, March 13,
at The Helm. His sto-
ries — and the way he
tells them — captivate
and entertain audience
members.

McGaugh, a Vietnam
veteran, has visited
every country in the
world. Some of his
experiences are amus-
ing, some dangerous,
some poignant, but his
engaging storytelling

style will keep guests interested

and maybe even make them feel

like they’ve been there, too.
Attendance for all three of these

programs is free for members and

tration

Christ the King
Lutheran Church
and Preschool

future members; however regis-

is required. Register at

helmlife.org or by calling (313)
882-9600.

Mack at Lochmoor ¢ 884-5090
www.christthekinggp.org
SUNDAY
8:30 a.m. - Bible Study
9:30 a.m. - Worship Service
Sunday School - During Service
WEDNESDAY
10 a.m. - Bible Study
7 p.m. - Worship Service

Randy S. Boelter, Pastor

Making New Disciples-
Building Stronger Ones

Grosse Pointe
Congregational
Church
(United Church of Christ)
=22 Worship Sunday
il B at 10:00 am
Rev. Richard Yeager-Stiver
An Open & Affirming Church
240 Chalfonte G.P. Farms
313-884-3075 » www.gpcong.org
WE HAVE AN ARTS MINISTRY
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Chamber honors small businesses,
young entrepreneurs at yearly meeting

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

The Grosse Pointe
Chamber of Commerce
hosted its 18th annual
meeting — its first as a
breakfast — Thursday,
Feb. 29, at The War
Memorial.

Chamber members
were thanked for their
commitment to the cham-
ber, which currently
boasts more than 600
members. Brief remarks
from Board of Directors
Chairman Mark Heppner
and Chamber President
and Executive Director
Jenny Boettcher were
followed by a program
that highlighted several
small businesses and
young entrepreneurs.

Five small business
owners pitched their
companies in a quest to
receive grants from the
chamber foundation.
Presenters were voted on
by members in atten-
dance and the winning
business was announced
at the end of the pro-
gram,; all five contenders
received varying mone-
tary awards.

Taking the top spot
and winning a $500 grant
was Part of Your World
Princess Co., a business
started by Sofia Kirkman.
The 22-year-old thanked
the chamber for its ongo-
ing support of the busi-
ness, which hosts
princess parties.

“The chamber was one
of the earliest champions
of my endeavors
always offering support
at every turn,” she said.

Kirkman said she
intends to use the grant
to establish the Pixie
Dust Fund, a nonprofit
fund that will allow her to
offer hospital and school
visits free of charge “to
children and families
who most deserve it,” as

well as expand her ser-
vices.

Placing second in vot-
ing was Nia Omowale
and her business,
Building Better Learners.
She said she would use
the grant to establish a
website and buy sup-
plies.

“This is not just a place
where kids have fun, but
an essential part of the
Grosse Pointe commu-
nity,” she said, noting a
focus on social, emo-
tional and academic suc-
cess among students.

Back to You and Dr.
John Putnam placed
third in the voting. His
facility is staffed with
physical therapy doctors,
craniosacral and occupa-
tional therapists and
rehabilitation specialists.
The Grosse Pointe
Woods clinic opened dur-
ing the pandemic and
grew 80 percent last year,
he said.

Putnam said he would
spend grant money to
broadcast his services
and recruit more doctors,
among other efforts.

Placing fourth was
Grosse Pointe Moving
and Storage. Office
administrator Gretchen
White noted in her pitch

that 76 percent of shop-
pers check business web-
sites.

“Regardless of our lon-
gevity or reputation and
involvement in the com-
munity ... we are obliged
to have a digital pres-
ence,” she said, noting a
grant would be put
toward digital advertis-
ing to increase the com-
pany’s reach.

The fifth spot went to
Dan Lal.onde of Lal.onde
Jewelers and
Gemologists on The Hill.
The site of the longest
continuous jewelry story
in the Pointes — it was
established more than 75
years ago as Pongracz
Jewelers — Lalonde has
been serving the commu-
nity in that location for
25 years. He said a grant
would help him and his
wife, Cynthia, beautify
the front of the store.

The second half of the
program featured pitches
from young entrepre-
neurs — some with estab-
lished businesses, others
with business ideas.

The Young
Entrepreneur
Scholarship program
was launched by the
chamber last year, when
three students earned

money for their endeav-
ors. This year, thanks to
increased support, four
students received schol-
arship funds.

University Liggett
School senior Helen
Wujek was unable to
attend the breakfast;
Abigail Turnbull, the
chamber’s membership
and events coordinator,
spoke on Wujek’s behalf.

In 2019, she started her
business, Butter & Stuff,
“based on her love for
baking and craving
unique things,” Turnbull
said.

In a prerecorded video,
Wujek said it started as a
hobby to make dog treats
that turned into a busi-
ness making human
treats. She said it taught
her to be innovative and
develop a strong work
ethic, and she hopes it
evolves more once she
heads off to college.

Grosse Pointe North
High School junior Troy
Lipscomb presented
about Lipscomb
Landscaping, his all-elec-
tric, environmentally
friendly landscaping
business.

“It was something I
was able to incorporate
at such a young age,” he

PHOTOS COURTESY OF 31 & UP MEDIA

Above, the small business grant top winner was
Sofia Kirkman, founder of Part of Your World
Princess Co. Left, from left, Chamber of Commerce
Board of Directors Chairman Mark Heppner, Young
Entrepreneur scholarship winners Avery Slanec,
Aakash Nagori and Troy Lipscomb, Chamber
Membership and Events Coordinator Abigail
Turnbull and Chamber President and Executive
Director Jennifer Boettcher.

said. “... There have been
highs and lows, but it’s
had a big impact on my
life. It’s changed me and
my family in great ways.”

Liggett senior Avery
Slanec presented two
businesses — the estab-
lished Hunters Service
Society Inc., and her plan
for Home Base Real
Estate.

The former covers pro-
cessing fees for hunters
who wish to donate their
harvests to food banks
and people in need.

“Hunters who harvest
white-tailed deer bring it
to approved processors,
free of charge, who then
deliver it to shelters who
need protein,” Slanec
said. “Last year we
donated 1.5 tons of pro-
tein,” to agencies such as
Gleaner’s Food Bank and
Capuchin Soup Kitchen.

Slanec, who is working
on getting her real estate
license, also pitched
Home Base Real Estate, a
business that would take
the guesswork out of
moving when profes-

sional athletes are traded
to new cities.

“My goal is to have
properties around the
world near sports stadi-
ums in major cities,” she
said, “... so athletes can
come and relocate for
their duration in the city.”

The top prize, a $1,500
scholarship, was
awarded to North senior
Aakash Nagori, who
pitched his idea for
Employ Connect. The
mobile app will be
designed to match high
school-age candidates
with suitable job oppor-
tunities.

Similar to a dating app,
Employ Connect will
allow location-based
matching, where candi-
dates can swipe to like
jobs and filter searches
based on job type, expe-
rience level and salary
range. Employers can see
resumes, candidates can
see job openings and
employers and candi-
dates can message each
other directly, Nagori
said.

Full house

More than 300 guests attend-
ed the Special Needs
Resource Fair Feb. 28, at The
War Memorial. The event
was hosted by The Family
Center, The Arc of Grosse
Pointe & Harper Woods,
Kids on the Go, Full Circle
Foundation, Lumen
Pediatric Therapy and the
Grosse Pointe Public School
System’s Special Education
Transitional Services.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF
THE FAMILY CENTER

Clockwise from top
left, Regan Wright,
a coordinator of the
Full Circle
Foundation’s TEAM
26 program, staffed
the table offering
dog treats, baked by
members of TEAM
26; from left, Diane
Strickler, Jennifer
Bingaman and Ted
Everingham repre-
sented The Family
Center at the event,

which featured 60

vendors; Katie
Kravitz, left and Jeri
Barnum, represen-
tatives of Lumen
Pediatric Therapy,
one of the sponsors
of the fair, are all
smiles at their table;
and The Arc of
Grosse Pointe &
Harper Woods, rep-
resented by Deb
Moffatt, Hailee Witt
and Caryn Witt,
were among several
event hosts.

LWVGP
program
looks at
book bans

The League of Women
Voters of Grosse Pointe is
sponsoring the program,
“The Battle for Ideas: Inside
Schools and Libraries’
Response to Book Bans.”

It takes place at 7 p.m.
Tuesday, March 12, at the
Wayne County Community
College Mary Ellen Stempfle
Center, 19305 Vernier,
Harper Woods.

Book bans are becoming
increasingly common in the
U.S., but what’s happening
close to home? The program
will explore the impact book
bans have in local communi-
ties, as well as challenges
faced by local libraries and
how they have prepared to
address future demands
from those who want to ban
books.

The panel of experts
includes:

# Grosse Pointe Public
Library Director Jessica
Keyser

& Harper Woods Library
Director Kristen Valyi-Hax

4 Harper Woods School
District Superintendent
Steven McGhee

To register for the pro-
gram, visit LWV-Prgm-Book
Bans.eventbrite.com

For more information,
email Dawn Drozd at lwv
grossepointe@gmail.com.
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Black Bottom, 1-575 topics for March 10 lecture

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

The federal govern-
ment is embarking on a
grant program designed
to reconnect communi-
ties that were affected by
interstate projects in the
1950s and ’60s, when the
John C. Lodge freeway
plowed through
Corktown, I-96 devas-
tated parts of northwest
Detroit and I-375 wiped
out the historic Black
Bottom and Paradise
Valley neighborhoods.

Detroit Free Press col-
umnist John Gallagher
and Michigan Advance
author Ken Coleman will
take a closer look specifi-
cally at the I-375 pro-
posal, as well as the
history of Black Bottom
and Paradise Valley, dur-
ing the next Your Old
Mansion lecture, pre-
sented by the Grosse
Pointe Artists
Association, at 2 p.m.
Sunday, March 10, at The
War Memorial, 32
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe
Farms.

Both speakers are
looking forward to the
presentation, but more so
the conversation with
guests afterward.

“What I'd like to pres-
ent is not only a history
of Black Bottom and
Paradise Valley, but how
government is respond-
ing to this 2.0 version of
1-375,” Coleman said.
“I'm always interested in
not only presenting, but
having a conversation.”

Coleman and Gallagher
will take a look at the
Michigan Department of
Transportation’s current
plans for I-375, dubbed
the Reconnecting
Communities Project,
which will “convert the
depressed 1-375 freeway
in Detroit to a street-level
boulevard,” according to
michigan.gov.

“It will be a conversa-
tion around how to recre-
ate the [-375
thoroughfare, the federal
interstate that runs out of
downtown Detroit and is
one of shortest in
America at 1.1 miles, part
of the I-75 footprint,”
Coleman said, “... instead
of a conversation on how

COURTESY RENDERING

The I-375 proposal would change the roadway from a sunken expressway to a surface-level boulevard.

to redress a community
that was negatively
impacted by one of the
most notorious urban
renewal projects in
American history.”

Gallagher said he’ll
talk a bit about the his-
tory of I-375 and, “How
America went all in for
expressways in the mid-
20th century,” he said,
“never knowing the dam-
age it would bring to the
area.

‘... Fifty years later,
you wonder, why did it
go down like that?” he
added. “Why did people
think this was the way to
go back then? It’s a much
different world today.”

The problem with the
1-375 plan is, Gallagher
said, “it’s an expressway
in all but name. It’s a sur-
face street that will be
three lanes in each direc-
tion with turning lanes.
There’s no way a pedes-
trian can safely cross.
The pitch is reconnecting
community, a nod to
what happened with the
destruction of Black
Bottom and Paradise
Valley. I don’t see how
this reconnects commu-
nity at all.”

He said he’d rather see
the roadway narrowed —
at most, two lanes in each
direction — as well as
more attention to traffic-
calming devices and
pedestrian walkability.
He said developers
should be thoughtful

John Gallagher, left, and Ken Coleman will present
the history of Black Bottom and Paradise Valley and
plans for I-375 during the March 10 lecture.

about the redevelopment
of 30 acres of land the
project will free up.

“We know what we
want to do,” he said. “We
see it in Midtown, in
Capital Park — urban
walkability. You don’t get
that from MDOT’s origi-
nal plan.”

Coleman said he
largely agrees with
Gallagher’s assessment.

“I think this is an
opportunity to marry two
very important ideas,”
Coleman said. “A new
roadway that replaces
1-375 as we know it,
marry it with the ...
greenspace that a lot of
people in that neighbor-
hood want to see. I'm
interested in expanded
greenway space in that
section of city, more than
the reimagining of Black
Bottom and Paradise
Valley.

“... We can end up with
a neighborhood on

ASK THE EXPERTS By Carlyle Center

Next steps after autism diagnosis

Q: My child received an autism
diagnosis. What’s next?

A: You are not alone in this process.
The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, American Academy of
Pediatrics and National Institutes of
Health recommend interventions start
early, are intense and involve the fam-
ily. Treatments can be broken down in
the categories of behavioral, develop-
mental, educational and psychological.

Why is parent involvement so impor-
tant?

Parent involvement is integral to the
child’s success. Not only can parents
and caregivers support the process,
development and expansion of skills
within their child, but research also
tells us that parent training can lead to
parents feeling less stress in their daily
life and overall family well-being can
be improved as well. So, not only does
parent involvement help the child who
is receiving intervention, but it also
helps the parents themselves and the
family as a whole (Koegel, Bimbela &
Schreibman, 1996).

Where can I find support?

We are fortunate to have several

local organizations and providers in
Grosse Pointe and Harper Woods to
turn to. One new, free resource from
the Carlyle Center (carlyle.com) is
Chandler&. Chandler& is a podcast,
Youtube channel, website and overall
resource for parents and caregivers of
children with autism spectrum disor-
der. Chandler& provides parents and
caregivers with easy, accessible par-
enting tools to navigate the ups and
downs of parenting a child with ASD.
You can expect weekly videos, work-
sheets and updates from the team. For
more information, visit chandlerand.
com/

Carlyle Center is an in-home ABA
therapy provider, working with families
throughout the Grosse Pointe area. For
more information and support, reach
Carlyle Center at kyle.steiner@carlyl-
ecenter.com or by calling (313) 580-
9716.

The Family Center provides free pro-
grams and resources that help build
happier, healthier families. Learn more
at familycenterhelps.org.

Detroit’s eastern down-
town border that speaks
to several concerns that
residents, past and pres-
ent, and the government

could live with,” he
added.

Both men cited addi-
tional issues with the
proposal and look for-
ward to hearing others’
opinions at the March 10
lecture.

Coleman said discus-
sions about the city’s
rebirth — a combination
of its rebound from bank-
ruptcy, a better economy
and more interest in
Detroit — and the 1-375
project in particular,
should not be ignored.

“This 1-375 2.0 conver-
sation and redevelop-
ment is the most
important conversation
and effort that down-

town, the city and the
rest of the state will have
party to as potential par-
ticipants,” he said. “These
conversations are very
important. I want as
many people at the table
as possible.”

Gallagher said the tar-
get audience for the lec-
ture is, “Anyone who
takes an active interest in
the life of the city.”

Added Coleman, “As
much as conversation
about a new I-375 has
some resonance in my
heart as a Detroit resi-
dent and researcher, as
much as I write about
and care about black life
in Detroit ... I also recog-
nize whatever is the final
result of the new 1-375, it
is going to affect all of us
as Michiganders,” he
said. “Anybody and
everybody who has a
stake in this area (should
attend). Residents, but
also people who work
there, have a stake in the
game.”

This is the fourth lec-
ture in the five-part Your
Old Mansion series.
Tickets are $25 for GPAA
members, $30 for non-
members. All proceeds
support GPAA’s free pro-
gramming for senior citi-
zens, veterans and
students in art programs
at local high schools.

For more information
or to register, visit grosse
pointeartcenter.org or
call (313) 881-3454.

GROSSE POINTE ANIMAL ADOPTION SOCIETY

20542 Harper
(tennon and Harper)

(313) 884-1551

WWWw.gpaas.org

— -3

Ammals Avallable for
Adoption at gpaas.org

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
313-884-1551 OR WWW.gpaas.org

-4

—
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| Female,

6 years old,
Shorthair,

Black/White.

Meet

LICAS

Labrador Retriever, Black, 50Ibs.

O(oen Housa Everg Saturday)
10:00anm-12:00pnr for Dogs & Cats

Male, 2 years old,

Your Neighborhood

Subscribing
is easy.

Call 313.343.5578
or visit

It's what's most important to you, to your kids, to your family.
It's easy to stay on top of what is happening around you with the

Grosse Pointe News

$49°

grossepointenews.com
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delivered weekly with
24/7 online access




GROSSE POINTE NEWS, MARCH 7, 2024

| LIFE & LEISURE

Grose Pointes Crobby

The Pulse Of The Pointes

Helping elderly parents when
their forgetfulness increases

Dear Gabby: My
mother is really having
a hard time with her
memory and she seems
to be in limbo. She
mostly seems to be
fine alone, but is con-
stantly losing her
phone, wallet, etc.

The other day she got
lost doing errands and a
wonderful neighbor
drove her home.

The thought of com-
mitting her to a mem-
ory care unit seems
extreme but I worry
about her safety at this
point, along with the
loneliness.

How do you know
when the right time is to
make the move? — Lost
in the Woods

Many readers may
empathize with the situa-
tion I've put myself in —
procrastination has gotten
me to the point where
spring break is three
weeks away and the beach
body I was hoping to have
is still trapped under some
winter cushion. So here
we are. It’s go time. What
extra workouts or tricks
can I pull out of a hat to
speed up results?

A few months ago, I pur-
chased a sauna tank top. It

Dear Lost in the

Woods

We have asked a local
expert from Sunrise of
Grosse Pointe Woods to
help you with your prob-
lem:

I feel for you, and the
safety of your loved one
is of the utmost impor-
tance. Thank goodness
you had a neighbor that
knew your mom and
brought her back home.

Wandering, losing
items and loneliness are
common signs of the
beginning stages of
dementia/Alzheimer’s.

In my experience par-
ticipating in support
groups with others who
face the same challenges

sat in a drawer until last
week, when things really
got desperate. It essen-
tially looks like a regular
black tank top with thicker
sort of straps, but the
inside is almost a thin
layer of rubber or plastic.
According to Amazon, it’s
a polymer fabric. The shirt
is actually very nice to
wear (before you start
moving around) because
it’s sticky texture helps it
stay in place. It doesn’t
move at all, which is really

you face can be helpful.
We offer a support
group at Sunrise on
Vernier, an all memory
care community, in a
non-judgement zone
where you will hear
from others who have
faced similar challenges
as you are facing.

We understand that all
individuals living with
Alzheimer’s will not be
able to be alone at some
point. We also recom-
mend that they are not
left alone for long peri-
ods of time.

Before placing a loved
one in memory care, you
could start with hiring in-
home care, to provide
the family peace of mind
that their loved one is

ried It!

nice. No worrying about
your belly being exposed
during push ups!

The point of this sauna
shirt is essentially to trap
body heat and cause
increased metabolism and
sweating. It’s like being in
a sauna, so you may also
sweat out toxins and such.
About five minutes into
my high intensity class
wearing this tank top, I
was really feeling it. It
almost caused me to panic
because of the feeling of

being cared for or you
could also investigate
taking her to an adult
day center.

This would not only
help with safety, but also
loneliness. Adult day
centers offer a variety of
activities and provide an
opportunity for socializa-
tion.

It can be a difficult
decision to know when it
is time to move your
loved one to a memory
care community. To be
honest, everyone is dif-
ferent, and it all depends
on the family’s situation,
and what they are willing
or able to take on.

I understand a lot of
people may feel like
they are giving up on

their loved one when
they move them to a
memory care setting,
but they can be very
beneficial for seniors,
and their families.
Especially if it’s the
right place — safety,
peace of mind, social-
ization, activities — all
of which are also benefi-
cial for brain health.

Sunrise Senior Living
have been serving
seniors and the commu-
nity for over 40 years and
have 300 plus communi-
ties throughout the U.S.
and Canada.

by Anna Lizer

being so much hotter than
normal. Ten minutes in,
and I could feel sloshing
sweat inside the tank top
as I was doing crunches. I
worried that it might all
come crashing out and I'd
die of embarrassment and
have to find a new gym,
but it somehow stayed
inside the tank (phew).
After the first 20 or so
minutes, I just got used to it
and sort of forgot  had it on.
After returning home, I
could not take the shirt

Parcells Middle School Auditorium
20600 Mack Ave. Grosse Pointe Woods

Sensory Friendly Performance

zee0

Sunrise on Vernier and
Sunrise of Grosse Pointe
Woods Campus pride
ourselves on being a
resource for our commu-
nity! My name is Mary Jo
Fresard and would be
happy to help you navi-
gate this difficult jour-
ney. I can be reached at
313.642.2000 or by email
at Mary.Fresard@sunris-
eseniorliving.com.

We love problem-solving
and giving advice! Please
send us your questions &
problems to advice@
grossepointenews.com.

off fast
enough.
First, 1
decided to
get a towel
and reach
into the
shirt to get
any excess
sweat.
There cer-
tainly was
a lot. Soon
after, 1
couldn’t
resist get-
ting on the
scale. 1

was 1.2

pounds less than before
the workout class. Not
earth shattering, but not
bad either. And that was
after drinking a lot of
water (which is highly
recommended so you
don’t get dehydrated from
excessive sweating).

According to some
online research, the overall
benefits of the sauna tank
are debatable. Most agree
that you will certainly
sweat out a lot of water
weight. Some argue that
your metabolism is boosted
from raising your body
temperature.

According to the web-
site Everydayhealth.com,
“Sauna clothes replicate
heat adaptation (a term
exercise scientists use to
describe the process
whereby the body adjusts
to hotter temperatures)
similarly to what would
happen when we encoun-
ter hot, humid outdoor
environments.” Heat
adaptation has various
benefits, such as
increased blood plasma
volume, earlier onset of
sweating, and more
dilute sweat, according to
physician Dr. Dalleck, a
professor of science and
sport. The increase in
plasma volume — which
is the volume of the lig-
uid component of your
blood, according to the
Cleveland Clinic — is a
measure of better overall
cardiorespiratory fitness.
More dilute sweat means
less sodium is lost, mean-
ing you preserve more of
the electrolyte, which
helps keep energy up
during exercise. So, yes,
the suit can help boost
the intensity of your

workout, Dalleck says.

One of the more annoy-
ing parts of the sauna
shirt is that you have to
hand wash and hang to
dry. It’s not that big of a
deal, but I usually prefer
to throw my clothes in
the washing machine.

The shirt does dry com-
pletely very quickly, so
that’s a plus.

All in all, we are giving
the sauna shirt 3.5 alliga-
tors. Who knows if it is
really helping. But get-
ting on the scale and see-
ing it go down by a few
pounds is a nice motiva-
tor to help you get to your
goals. As for me, I'll be
wearing it as much as
possible for the next few
weeks.

As always, seek input
from your physician before
trying anything like this. It
may not be for everyone!
Best of luck with your
spring break and summer
body goals. To purchase
the tank, there are many
versions on Amazon.com
in the $20 range. The one
we tired can be found at
https://www.amazon.
com/MOLLDAN -
Womens-Shapewear-
Weight-Workout.

We LOVE testing out
new things! Tell us
about your favorite item
or something you want
us to try for you! Drop
us a line at media@
grossepointenews.com.

3.50ut Of 5
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Braised perfection

Courtesy of Mombeau’s Table

I recently purchased
“Mastering the Art of
French Cooking” by
Julia Child from Flyleaf
on the Hill. It’s abso-
lutely inspiring for a girl
like me who is ready to
tackle anything in the
kitchen. Everything is
made with simple and
easy ingredients. But
they come together to
form a great dish.

Her chicken fricassee
drew me in immediately.
This isn’t the exact rec-
ipe and I made some
changes but the idea is to
braise the meat until ten-
der and soft.

I had the butcher
break down a chicken
into two breasts, two
thighs and two wings.

It’s seared with a flour
coating, which is then
removed and then leeks
and mushrooms are added.

The key to this one is
fresh tarragon, wine and
lemon. The chicken
came out so soft and but-
tery, I served it over lin-
guine with frozen green
beans that I reheated
with butter and lemon.
My kids like them better.

Use all thighs or
breasts if you prefer. .

Our pot was cleaned
out with happy little sat-
isfied faces. Julia might
be mad at me for the fro-
zen green beans but they
were all eaten with great
satisfaction.

Cheers, Mombeau

Chicken Fricassee
1 whole chicken

3 leeks, sliced and
washed

1 1b sliced mushrooms
Y, cup dry white wine
2 cups chicken broth
2 tbsp fresh tarragon
Juice from 1 lemon

1 cup flour

2 tsp garlic powder
Salt and pepper

2 Thbsp olive oil

Ask your butcher to
break down the chicken
for you. If not, buy 3 lbs
of chicken thighs or
breasts. Dredge the
chicken in a mixture of
flour, garlic powder, salt
and pepper. Preheat your
oven to 325.

In an ovenproof stock
pot, sear the seasoned
chicken in the olive oil
until brown, You might
have to do two batches.

My kitchen was a
smokey mess so remem-
ber to turn your oven fan
on. After about three to
four minutes a side
remove the chicken and
add the leeks and mush-
rooms. The chicken will
finish off in the oven.

Once they cook for a

few more minutes add
the wine and let reduce
until half. Add the
chicken broth, lemon
and tarragon. Slowly
slide the chicken in and

PHOTO BY KAREN FERGUSON

place in the oven for one
and a half hours.
Serve with cooked lin-
guine tossed in olive oil.
Frozen green beans?
Give them a try.

Aging

Twenty years ago, one
of the questions I got
asked most was, “How
long do you think this
wine will age before I
drink it?”

That was then. For
about the last two
decades, almost no one
has asked me. The only
reason I can give for this
is that people didn’t really
care about aging wine,
which appears to be
reflected in the way most
red wines have been made
since the mid-1990s. (Very
few white wines are made
to be aged.)

So, I was taken aback
recently when someone
asked, “Will this wine
age?” The question
seems to be making a
comeback. And a few
more wines are being
made to be aged.

This subject is fasci-

wine

nating in view of the fact
that for centuries, the
best wines were known
to improve for years in
the bottle, and the
phrase, “Like fine old
wine” has come into the
language as a reference
to greatness in maturity.
We then went through a
period where aging wine
was not considered to be
an issue.

This subject is
extremely complex and
hard to answer simply. I
could always answer by
asking back, “How long
are you talking about
keeping a bottle of wine
in the cellar?” If the query
comes from someone
who wants to lay away a
case or two for a child
who was recently born,
for the child’s 21st birth-
day, then the answer was:
You’re on your own.

With the exception of
some very rare wines, I
know of few red wines
made today that I'd feel
comfortable suggesting
can be kept that long and
still be drinkable.

The one exception is
vintage port from
Portugal. It’s a noble
English tradition to lay
away a pipe of port
(about 100 gallons) for a
son or daughter upon
their birth.

That’s a lot of wine,
especially for port. A
hundred gallons of port
makes about 500 bottles
of wine! On the plus side,
however, vintage port is
one of the longest-lived
of wines. Dry red table
wine is another story.

Some great Bordeaux
can go as long as 20
years, but even as great
as some Burgundies are,
it’s questionable whether
most of them would be
great past about a
decade. (The few classic
old Burgundies that do
make it to 50 years and
still show amazing traits
are what collectors of
wine pray for every time
they pull the cork on an
old Burgundy. It happens
all too rarely.)

Oddly enough, one of
the most age-worthy red

wines is made from the
oft-disparaged petite
sirah. But one reason we
age them as long as we do
is that they can be fright-
fully tannic when young.

Top winemakers sug-
gest that the key element
that allows a wine to age
is not overt fruit or a slug
of oak, but balance. A
balance of all elements,
acid and tannins
included, are essential
for a wine to age.

A wine with huge
amounts of fruit but with-
out the structure to hold
that fruit is likely to be
dead in just a few years.

Of the wines in my cel-
lar that have aged the lon-
gest, most are Italian.
Barolo and Barbaresco in
particular show the char-
acteristics that age well.
When they are young,
good ones generally have
the fruit (roses, cherries,
tar) that indicates the
intensity of the nebbiolo
grape along with strong
tannins and acid that need
decades to smooth out.

We had a bottle of a
great 1990 Chianti
recently and it was
already beginning to
fade, so 20 years seems
to be limit for such wines.

Finally, a wine tasting
good when it’s young is

no guarantee it will taste
great with age. Indeed,
some of the most appeal-
ing young wines begin to
decline very soon after
release. Best suggestion:
Drink most reds when
they are two to three
years old.

To find out more
about Sonoma County
resident Dan Berger,
visit the Creators
Syndicate webpage at
www.creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2023
CREATORS.COM.
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Dear Annie

by Annie Lane

Family troubles

DEAR ANNIE: It has
recently come to my
attention that my middle
adult son has molested
my adult daughter when
she was 8 years old. She
broke down and told me
tearfully last week.

She is now 23, and he
is 31. And I am com-
pletely at a loss of how I
should feel, think, react.
I’'m basically an emo-
tional wreck. He is mar-
ried with four children
(whom I now fear for),
not to mention what his
wife would think/do...

I'm REALLY at a loss
because we were/are so
close. Please, any
thoughts on this? My
daughter and I are OK;
she knows I’'m here for
her and we will go at her
pace and not push any-
thing, but this explains a
lot about her behavior
over the years. I've
looked for help on the
web for this and all I get
are hotlines. Thank you

for your consideration.
CONCERNED
PARENT

DEAR CONCERNED
PARENT: Firstly, I want
to extend my deepest
sympathies to you and
your daughter.

Discovering such
heartbreaking news will
inevitably leave you feel-
ing shocked, devastated
and completely at a loss
for how to proceed.

Your first priority must
be the safety and well-
being of your daughter.
Your unconditional love
and support are undoubt-
edly a huge source of
comfort and strength for
her. And it’s natural to
feel conflicted about
your son, grappling with
the love you have for him
and the shock, devasta-
tion and rage you likely
feel about his actions.

Seek professional
guidance and support to
help you navigate your

emotions and make
informed decisions about
how to move forward.
Consider reaching out to
a therapist or counselor
who specializes in family
dynamics and trauma.
Additionally, exploring
support groups or net-
works for families of sur-
vivors of abuse can
provide you with a sense
of community.

One of the biggest ques-
tions a therapist can help

you deal with is talking to
your son about what he
did, and whether he
should tell his wife. She
deserves to know the
truth and make an
informed decision about
what to do next; her chil-
dren’s safety is at stake.

Send your questions for
Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.

COPYRIGHT
CREATORS.COM.
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# Sheila ® Meghan invite you to enjoy our

Qeltic'Celébration

630 St. Clair - In-the Village
313-884-6810

Mon. - Fri. 11am - 7pm - Sat. & Sun. 8am - 3pm
www.sidestreetdiner.com




GROSSE POINTE NEWS, MARCH 7, 2024

| LIFE & LEISURE

ST. PATRICK'S DAY

PHOTO BY ANNE GRYZENIA

Green up your party table for St. Pat’s

By Olivia Monette and Donna Zetterlund
Special Writers

St. Patrick’s Day means that spring is right
around the corner, so green is on everyone’s
mind for more than one reason. We’ve curated a
few great ideas for celebrating the wearin’ o’ the
green that are easy on you and your wallet.

For a fun and festive table to delight guests
or simply spruce up Sunday dinner for the holi-
day, a trip to Party Adventure in St. Clair Shores
is a great start. Their colorful paper plates and
napkins mingled with your own dinnerware add
zest to your table without spending a lot. And
cute decor items like leprechaun hats and drink
koozies bring whimsy to your tablescape in mere
minutes.

Creating fresh centerpieces is a breeze with a
few luscious picks from the Trader Joe’s floral

A TABLE TO CELEBRATE

department. Our Grosse Pointe News style edi-
tor assembled the perfect arrangement to add
a breath of spring to any St. Pat’s gathering.
The orange-toned accents add contrast and that
all-important pop of color to the centerpiece and
table. With a dark plaid runner as a shared pla-
cemat, the bright greens of the overall theme are
showcased even more.

Make party snacking effortless with crockpot
appetizers (like the tasty beer cheese dip reci-
pe, at left) or ordering charcuterie. By preparing
convenient finger foods, you’ll have more time to
mingle with guests.

The most memorable times are had by adding
a bit of celebration to everyday life, or planning
and anticipating exciting gatherings of family
and friends around tradition and fun. Sure and
begorrah, no matter the celebration, keeping
things simple will be the best way to enjoy it!

Shop at Party Adventure and you won't need any Irish luck to host a fantastic
party! Mix and match paper and decorations with your own dishes, above, for
a pop of color that creates a whimsical and festive tablescape. Fresh flowers
from Trader Joe’s, left, add a natural feel to your St. Pat’s table.
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DRINKIN’ O’ THE GREEN

Looking for a healthier, alcohol-free way to celebrate St.
Paddy’s Day? Go with the green and enjoy one of many
nutritious, veggie-filled juices, above, from Rhythm & Blue
Juice Co. You'll actually feel better the next day!

OUTSIDE THE BOX

...and inside of a vase! The Rustic Root has a cool plant bar,
right, where you can express yourself with a great little St. P
pick-me-up for friends and family. You don’t need a whole
pot of gold to to make someone’s day with these affordable
and thoughtful gifts. Better yet, you can make a day of it
with a friend and create something together for a lasting
memory and a keepsake to green up your room all year.

LEPRE-CAN!

Everyone loves an Irishman, so don this cute hat, below,
complete with a red beard for your celebration and get the
party started with Party Adventure!

PHOTO BY OLIVIA MONETTE
FUN FARE
Whether you are looking for last-minute hosting supplies
like cocktail napkins or gifting ideas like funny can koozies,
Small Favors is a great place to go for St. Pat’s Day fun.

WHERE TO SHOP:

Party Adventure

23400 Greater Mack Ave., St. Clair Shores
(586) 776-9750

partyadventuresusa.com

Beer cheese dip is a little pot o’ gold

A tasty adult treat for party time or card night blends all the right flavors

1/4 c. unsalted butter if you like. Serve with pretzels; re-warm gently as

Rhythm & Blue Juice Co. 1/2 c. finely chopped yellow onion neefled. o
17864 Mack Ave., Grosse Pointe 1/4 c. all-purpose flour Tip: Serve beer' cheese dip in a slow cqoker set to
(313)442-2402 1 (12-0z.) can IPA beer low heat so that it stays warm for the entire party.

rhythmandbluejuice.com

The Rustic Root

21501 Harper Ave., St. Clair Shores
(586) 359-6004
therusticrootmi.com

Small Favors

17112 Kercheval Ave., Grosse Pointe
(313)887-1774
shopsmallfavors.com

Trader Joe's

17028 Kercheval Ave., Grosse Pointe
(313) 640-7794

traderjoes.com

1/4 c. half-and-half

6 oz. shredded fontina cheese

6 oz. shredded sharp yellow cheddar cheese

1 tsp. dijon mustard

1/2 tsp. Worcestershire sauce

Chopped chives and/or black pepper, for garnish
Soft pretzels, to serve

Directions:

In a medium saucepan, melt the butter over me-
dium-low heat. Add the onion and cook, stirring,
until softened, 4 to 6 minutes. Gradually whisk in
the flour and cook, whisking constantly, until lightly
browned, about 1 minute.

Gradually whisk in the beer and half and half.
Cook, whisking constantly, until the sauce is thick-
ened and just begins to bubble, 5 to 7 minutes. Re-
duce the heat to low and gradually add the cheeses,
whisking constantly, until melted and combined.
Remove from the heat.

Whisk in the Dijon mustard and the Worcester-
shire sauce. Garnish with chives and black pepper,

(Recipe from thepioneerwoman.com)

Serve with soft or hard pretzels, pretzel knots,
breadsticks, bagel chips, toasted baguette slices,
crackers or any of your favorite dipping carbs.
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After hearing him
talking about an alien in
his yard, she arranges
for him to meet with a
neurologist. When she
suggests he may want

PHOTOS COURTESY OF BIG BEACH PRODUCTION AND BLEEKER STREET MEDIA
Left, Jane Curtin as Joyce, Hariet Sansom Harris as Sandy and Ben Kingsley
as Milton watch the ship taking flight in the 2023 movie “Jules,” written by

Gavin Steckler and directed by Marc Turtletaub.

MOVIE REVIEW
“Jules”
2023 - PG-13
1 hr 27 min
. 8.0 6.0 ¢

Imagine, if you will the
movie “E.T. the Extra-
Terrestrial” for adults.
Or seniors, to be more
exact. That’s a fairly apt
description of this abso-
lutely charming, tender-
hearted and unique little
film.

It’s directed by Marc
Turtletaub, who’s
known for such memo-
rable films as “Little
Miss Sunshine,” “A
Beautiful Day in the
Neighborhood,” “Safety
Not Guaranteed” and
“The Farewell.”

The fact that Sir Ben
Kingsley stars in the
movie doesn’t hurt
either. When you see his
nuanced performance
here, you realize why
he’s been knighted. And
hearing his American
accent, it also confirms
just how well trained so
many British actors are.

Milton (Kingsley) is a
doddering older duffer
who lives alone in a
small Pennsylvania
town. He has a son who
lives in California who
he has little contact
with. Fortunately, his
daughter Denise (Zoe
Winters), a busy veteri-
narian, lives nearby
and frequently checks
up on hm.

His life isn’t very
exciting, to say the
least. The highlight of
his month is the city
council meeting, which
he regularly attends. At
each session, during
the open forum, he
recites the same pre-
pared list of com-
plaints. Naturally, his
speech is met with
rolled eyes from his
fellow citizens.

One night, something
remarkable occurs. A
spaceship crashes in
his backyard. Now if
this happened to you or
me, we’d go crazy.
However, Milton is
such a mild-mannered
soul, he’s almost totally
unfazed by the event.
In fact, his main con-
cern is that the craft
landed on his beloved
Azaleas!

The next day he dis-
covers an alien laying
on the ground half way

to his back door. This
is no ordinary being.
He’s a silver, androgy-
nous creature with
kindly eyes and is
totally silent.

Milton, seeing the
passed out alien in his
yard, gives the alien a
blanket and some water
and the beginning of a
subtle, intergalactic
friendship commences.

When Milton discov-
ers the alien enjoys eat-
ing sliced apples, he
heads to the store to
stock up on the fruit.
There he tells the
cashier he’s buying a
big sack of apples for an
alien that’s crashed in
his backyard.

Naturally, word gets
back to his daughter
who’s already con-
cerned about his mental
state. She’s noticed he’s
recently done little
things like leaving a can
of beans in the medicine
cabinet, which he
shrugs off as being for-
getful.

to look into assisted
living, he storms out
of the office. End of
discussion.

Jules, played by Jade Quon, repairing his craft.

Milton (Kingsley) and Jules (Quon) chilling.

Naturally it’s hard
keeping a spaceship in
one’s backyard a secret
for long. Milton eventu-
ally confides in two
acquaintances. Sandy
(Harriet Sansom Harris)
and Joyce (Jane Curtin).

Sandy decides the
alien should be named
Jules (Jade Quon), who
in spite of not speaking,
conveys a sense of com-
passion and empathy.
You want to just go up
and give the little crea-
ture a hug!

The three co-conspir-
ators soon figure out
that Jules is working on
repairing his craft, hop-
ing to return to his
home planet. To that
end, they join forces to
provide him what he
needs to make that hap-

pen.
What’s more, an
event like a ship

crashing in a small
town doesn’t go unno-
ticed by the govern-
ment. The incident is
initially reported on
the news as a weather
satellite falling out of
the sky. But as more
information is gath-
ered, they suspect it’s
from outer space. And
the race is on for
agents to discover its
whereabouts.

I really enjoyed this
different take on the

Zoe Winters as Denise checks up on her dad.

Joyce (Curtin) nutures her sweet companion.

Joyce (Curtin), Sandy (Harris), Milton (Kingsley) & Jules (Quon).

Milton deep in thought.

alien story. While it’s a
sci-fi movie on paper, it
has a quiet, folksy feel to
it, minus all the histrion-

ics typical of a
Hollywood production.
It was one of those
rare films I simply
didn’t want to end. The
trio of Kingsley,
Curtin, and Hansom
was so sweet, you wish
you had relatives like
them.

Note to parents: The
film is rated PG-13
and I think it would
be fine for family
viewing. About the
only thing objection-
able are a couple of
F-bombs. But I ask
you, what kid hasn’t
heard that?

Currently streaming
for free with your library
card on Kanopy. Also on
Paramount, and to rent
on Prime Video.

My rating system:

% A real stinker. A
movie that is so bad,
you’re embarrassed to
admit you’ve seen it,
but you have to rate it
nonetheless.

%% So-so. Not a total
waste of time, but you
would have been better
off reading a good book.

% %% Pretty good. In
fact, if there weren’t any
other movies in your
queue, you might watch
it again.

* % %% One you’d
recommend to friends.

* k%% So good
you’d actually go out and
buy it!

About this column:

My main focus is on
films that I feel have
gone under the radar and
deserve more recoghnition.

They include both
mainstream and indie
films streaming on ser-
vices like Netflix,
Hoopla, and Kanopy.

I’ll also review note-
worthy new theatrical
releases as well.

For movie trailers, visit
youtube.com.

If you have any sugges-
tions, feel free to email me at:
dominmark@yahoo.com.

Also, if you’re looking
for more recommenda-
tions, be sure to check
out my blog: moviejunk-
iemark.blogspot.com.

The gang says farewell to Jules.
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A Date with the Devil

Photo story by Renee Landuyt

The Grosse Pointe South Mothers’ Club held a dance, “A Date with the
Devil,” for its annual fundraiser. The three pillars the club focuses on each
year are enrichment, preservation and scholarship. Enrichment grants were
awarded to teachers in the fall and again in February. Seniors just completed
their applications for scholarships March 1. The scholarship committee will
review the applications, interview students and identify scholarships to pres-
ent to the seniors in May. Attendees were encouraged to wear South colors
and South gear.

The dance included food, a DJ, silent and live auctions, the latter of which
edmund t. AHEE Jewelers donated a blue sapphire necklace worth approx-
imately $10,700. Around 170 tickets were sold.

COURTESY PHOTO

Nancy Cotton and Christina Kean,
co-chairs of the Mothers’ Club event.

COURTESY PHOTO
Jenny Kowal, Jackie Sullivan and
Terry Linnell, Mothers’ Club
supporters, enjoy the evening.

Kathleen
Drawbaugh and
Heidi Hallman
wore South
jackets.

Michelle
Parik,
Mothers’ Club
President,
Parag Parikh
and Ali Carr
embrace the
Blue Devils’
school colors
of blue and
gold.

Weekly Horoscopes

Moon Alert: There are
no restrictions to shop-
ping or important deci-
sions today. The Moon is
in Aquarius.

Happy Birthday for
Thursday, March 7, 2024:

You are charming,
sensitive and creative.
You can also be fey and
otherworldly. It’s impor-
tant to assert yourself
when need be. This is
the last year of a nine-
year cycle, which means
it’s time to let go of peo-
ple and things that
might be holding you
back.

ARIES

(March 21-April 19)

Today you might be
in competition with
someone. Or you
might work with a
friend or a member of
a group to achieve a
goal, perhaps a vic-
tory. A casual friend-

CANCER
(June 21-July 22)

In disputes about
shared property or how to
divide or share something
with someone else, you’ll
come out on top because
you are fervent and con-
vincing. You believe in
what you’re fighting for.
Romance will also be pas-
sionate today (and mem-
orable). Tonight: Check
your finances.

LEO

‘(J uly 23-Aug. 22)
Conversations with
friends, partners and
members of the general
public will be feisty and
dynamic today. Oh yes,
you’ll stand up for what
you believe. However,
the reverse might be true.
You might attract some-
one to you who is looking
for a fight. Be careful.
Tonight: Be alert.

ship might turn VIRGO
romantic for some, (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
because there’s a lot  You have lots of energy

of energy in the air!
Tonight: Strong feel-
ings.

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)

Because your ambi-
tion is aroused, you’ll
express yourself with
such emotion and elo-
quence that you can
inspire others to follow
you. Without question,
your heart is in what
you want to achieve,
and people respect
those who believe in
what they’re doing.

Tonight: Results.

GEMINI
/May 21-June 20)

You’ll be convincing
today in your desire to
learn something new or
teach something to oth-
ers. You might use this
same energy to make
travel plans or to “get
away from it all” and
see new turf. If you
have to defend your
beliefs, you certainly
have the energy to do

today! You want to get
things done, and you
want to do so efficiently
because you want results.
If you’re competing with
someone, this will light a
fire underneath you.
Competition will make
you identify with what
you’re doing and give
everything you’ve got.
Tonight: Stay steady.

LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

This is a playful day! In
particular, you have
strong competitive
energy, which will do you
well if you’re in competi-
tive sports or in any kind
of team activity that needs
to compete or win.
Likewise, your romantic
urges are strong, and you
won'’t hesitate to make the
first move. Tonight:
Socialize.

m SCORPIO

(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
This is the perfect day to
roll up your sleeves and
make improvements at

about what you want to
achieve. Make things
look better. You want to
create some order out of
chaos and busy activity.
Tonight: Success.

0 SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
You’re unusually con-
vincing today, which is
why it’s a powerful day
for those of you who have
to persuade others, sell,
market, teach or make
anyone listen to your
words. This is because
today you’ll put every-
thing you have into what
you have to say. Tonight:
Confidence.

% CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

Today you're willing to
work hard to do something
to boost your earnings or
increase your wealth in
some way. You're not
afraid to take action. In
fact, competition will spur
you to greater heights.
However, this same energy
could tempt you to spend
big. Don’t be rash. Tonight:
Check your belongings.

@ AQUARIUS

(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

You have strong feelings
about practically every-
thing today. But in particu-
lar, you want to make
some improvements to
your home or where you
live, or your family situa-
tion. You'll be able to do
this because you’ve got
focus and energy to burn!
Tonight: You're strong.

'

(Feb. 19-March 20)

This is a strong time for
you, because the Sun,
Mercury, Saturn and
Neptune are all in your
sign. Nevertheless, you will
likely accomplish the most
today by working alone or
behind the scenes. It’s all a
bit hush-hush, isn’t it?
Tonight: Quiet time.

BORN TODAY
Actor Bryan Cranston
(1956), actress Rachel

Stefan Ahee and Casey Sanders came to the event to support the
Mothers’ Club.

COURTESY PHOTO
The three pillars of the Grosse Pointe South Mothers’ Club.

so. Tonight: Take home.Youhavetheenergy Weisz (1970), actor
action. to do so. Be ambitious Tobias Menzies (1974).
Contract Bridge
A CUTABOVE THE REST up the king made the contract, felling
the Q-A together on the next trick;
};?tsﬁ fffé: r\}ulnerable. those who finessed the jack of spades
NORTH lost to the queen and went down one.
a87 The guess in spades was not an easy
¥J109852 one. True, West had never bid and had
¢A10 already shown up with the K-A of
*AKQ hearts, making it unlikely that he also
R WEST R £A35T held the ace of spades. But there was
;g K ol still the possibility that East had been
Q vi4 d
09437 01765 ealt thf: A-Q-x. In that case, the play
%9643 &108752 of the king would lose the contract and
SOUTH the play of the jack would win it.
AaKJ109542 At one table, though, the declarer
v63 never had the opportunity to guess the
+KQS spade situation. The entire issue was
] rendered moot when the defenders
The bidding: found a surefire way to defeat the con-
West  North  East  South 501 Here West also began by cashing
Pass M Pass 14 the K-A of hearts, but he decided there
Pass 29 Pass e L :
Pass INT  Pass 44 was no future in shifting to a diamond.
Opening lead — king of hearts. Instead, he continued with the queen
of hearts. East then put on his thinking
This deal occurred in a duplicate cap and came up with the killing play:
bridge game some years ago. The he trumped his partner’s high heart
North-South pairs invariably reached  with the ace! Declarer still had to lose
four spades, but the outcome varied, another trump trick to the queen and so
depending primarily on how declarer ~ went down one.
handled the trump suit. East reasoned that by ruffing with the
At most tables, West started by cash-  ace, he would automatically defeat the
ing the K-A of hearts and then shifted  contract if his partner started with the
to adiamond. Declarer won indummy,  Q-x or J-x-x of spades and might not
led a spade and went into ahuddle after ~ defeat the contract if he didn’t ruff with
East followed low. the ace. East was absolutely right.
Those declarers who decided to put ©2024 King Features Syndicate Inc.
| by Steve Becker m—
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Family Circus Bill and Jeff keane ~ Garfield

Jim Davis

© 2024 PAWS, INC. All Rights Reserved.
Distributed by Andrews McMeel Syndication

Popeye Bud Sagendorf

©2024 Bill Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

“Today we learned about the

Top Ten Commandments.”
. Beetle Bailey

UNIVERSAL

paasal SuBLI PO “0U| ‘a1aIpUAS sainead Bury A 2020

Greg, Brian, Neal and Mort Walker

Sudoku Puzzle

Complete the
grid so every row,
columnand 3 x 3
box contains
every digit from

1 to 9 inclusively.

©2024 Comicana, Inc. Distributed by King Features Syndicate

Blondie Chris and Dean Young

Previous puzzle
solution

©2024 by King Feayures Syndicate, Inc. World rights reseved

2/29
Over The Hedge Michael Fry and T. Lewis
© 2024 by Andrews McMeel Syndication 2/22 Solution £
_
Universal Crossword
Edited by David Steinberg March 7, 2024 5
ACROSS 50 Donkeys 26 Courtroom 53 Surprise g
1 Moistens, as 51 _ canto hammer attacks °
a turkey (operatic 27 Justice 54 Verge
7 Restaurant singing style) Kagan 55 Most
reading 52 Foot’s curve 28 Winnie-the- populous
11 Ambulance 54 Salad type Pooh and continent
worker: Abbr. made with others 56 Hard to find And ca
14 Skiing style croutons 30 Iran’s official 57 “Hey, over
15 Black cat, 57 Rapper An- language here!” y pp Reg Smythe
perhaps derson .__ 31 Org. 58 Stack
16 Gen ____ 58 Letter in approving 59 Used a
17 Home the Greek prescription weeding tool
that uses (or English!) drugs 60 _ 500
certain dryer spelling of 32 Chic Man- 63 Genetic
sheets? “Sphinx” hattan neigh- messenger
19 In favor of 61 Where D.C. borhood 64 Visualize
20 Hankering is 33 No longer a
21 Managed 62 Selling minor, say
care grps. M&M’s, say? 34 What
22 Followed sur- 65 Gentleman’s expecting
reptitiously address? parents
24 Classic 66 Coffee dis- choose
sitcom set pensers 36 Potting
during the 67 Fought one- material
Korean War on-one 41 School org.
25 ___-cone 68 Faux __ 46 Accumulates
26 Hop aboard 69 Bog fuel 48 Become
29 When the 70 Fleet-footed lose-
mosquitoes DOWN g.,%i?hed -
‘. ady’s ad- .
fiy? 1 Pamper 49 Lady’s ad Wizard of Id Created by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart. Currently by Mason Mastroianni
35 Warning 2 _ vera dress?
signals 3 Like cotton ’ B -
37 Hubbub candy ] 5
38 World Cup 4 Foil metal, PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER H 3
org. once H A[H]I 2 =
39 Hindu scrip- 5 Cast a spell slolo = S
ture over TTRIE < S
40 Host of a talk 6 Appears to € g
show that be AINIA a &
aired from 7 Farm lows ~ I 2
1986 to 2011 8 Second-larg- P|E £
42 Fertile 36- est living bird E|T|C E|D )
Down 9 Snug retreat AlRTH M Al
43 Word after 10 Sense of STElA Rl v .
“loose” or foreboding ] 8
“tight” 11 Blasts TIEIL E g E
44 “__ about 12 “A___ tech- < R & 2
time!” nicality!” A[D|D PITIA 2 =
45 The “0” in 13 Walked (on) T[A[U | S
Roy G. Biv 18 Syllables olz|s T E H .
47 “Betcha from Santa PTEIT ElAITIS F MI“US Tony Carrilo
can’t eat just 23 Right away - Y e T L v
one”? 24 Quagmires 2/29 Solution )
© 2024 by Andrews McMeel Universal
www.upuzzles.com
3/7
Product Placement sy Lee Taylor o SINESS HAS BEEN
T ]2 [3 [4 [5 [e 7 |8 o [0 12 |13 WAY DOWN SINCE THIS NEW
"MICROEATING" TREND, WHERE
v 3 INSTEAD OF MEALS, YOU HAVE A
CRUMB OF FOOD EVERY FEW
= SECONDS, ALL DAY.
20
24
N e Ziggy omwison Flying McGoys ____ cem wecoy
T
= W
39
43
47
51
54 |55
61
65
68
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Peanuts

Hagar The Horrible

Crankshaft

Crock

©1976 Peanuts Worldwide LLC, Dist. by Andrews McMeel

© 2024 by Mediagraphics, Inc. Dist. by North America Syndicate

Mother Goose and Grim

ved

© 2024 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World Rights Reser

WWW.SN00pY.Com

Dik Browne and Chris Browne

Tom Batiuk and Dan Davis

crankshaftcomic.com/books

BAT UK € DAVIS

Created by Bill Rechin and Brant Parker

Mike Peters

Carpe Diem Niklas Eriksson

B.C. Johnny Hart and Mason Mastroianni
Wumo Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler
Reality Check Dave Whamond ~ Bizarro Dan Piraro and Wayno

Charles M. Schulz

. Hank Ketchum, Scott Ketchum,
Dennis the Menace Ron Ferdinand and Marcus Hamilton

“IF IT WASN’T FOR ME, MR, WILSON..,
YOU’D HAVE NOTHIN’ TO COMPLAIN ABOUT/”

The Lockhorns Bill Hoest, Bunny Hoest and John Reiner

“LEROY HAS AN OVERACTIVE PAUSE BUTTON.
Close To Home John McPherson

“OK, let’s tape your phone to your nose, stick you
out the blowhole while you tell a big lie and see if
you can get a signal!”

Marmaduke Paul & Brad Anderson

“When | said, ‘Dont beg,’ | didn’t mean
you should just take my sandwich.”
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THE AWARD-WINNING PRINT & ONLINE FAMILY FEATURE
Get puzzle answers, recipes and more at

www.kidscoop.com

©2024 by Vicki Whiting, Editor  Jeff Schinkel, Graphics  Vol. 40, No. 13

@Iﬁﬂ Scoop Together

High-Flying
Frogs =

M I The.Spr!ng Blossom Felix and Finn Frog are seeing who can
B 0 n ey. Festival is lots of fun, jump highest. Color in the spaces that
‘ but you have to watch add up to an even number. The frog with
Finley, Fabian and Fiona Frog each have $30 to spend your spending! Help the most colored spaces is the winner.
at the Spring Blossom Festival. They each made a list your froggy friends! FELIX FINN
of things they want to spend money on
at the Festival. @ 342= 7+4=
Take a look %
at the prices % &8 3+6= 1+2=
%3 of the items 883
each frog wants ng & 6+5= 4+4=
to buy. Then, use
our math skills to answer the following questions: . e _ _
’ =4 Fionals List Finley’s List Fabnanshst. 1+42= || 6+2=
1. Which frog will have the most money left over after | iy Pad Launch $500 Lily Pad Launch | §50p  Tulip Train 3400 §54)= 1+1=
buying everything on their list? & s | Honey Cookies | 3350 ¥ Dragonfiy Hat [ 3450  Honey Cookles | 3350 B B
How many M”_S;gg Puddle Coaster | $g,50 | Daisy Wheel sg;g 242= || 3+45=
2. Which frog won't have enough money b";;?a“;d‘gﬂ PondPopeorn_| 32 Muddy Maze | $5.25 L P?pcorn L 4+)= )+8=
to buy everything on their list? thispage? [l SwampCocoa | $2.50 LeafyBoats [ $650 Dandelion Shake | $450 +2= +8=
883 Buggy Balloons | $325  pond Popeomn i275 | Petunia Chips %3.25 113= || 6462
¥ TorAL ¢ TOTAL $
3. What items could this frog remove from their list to ' 2+6= 1+3=
stay at or under $30?
& 9+1= || 5+5=
*® 3+5= || 4+4=
&

. 4+8= || 6+8=
Spending Spree yrom | Pwrs
Frankie Frog LOVES munching on pond popcorn at
the Spring Blossom Festival. A box of it costs $2.75.

Circle the coins that add up to that amount. 4+4= 2+6=

@@

&

&

Faye Frog won a bunch of cute stuffed toy
ladybugs at the Spring Blossom Festival.
One of them s different from the rest.
(anyoufind it?

i 4l

&
Look-Alike Ladybugs

883 % Look through the %

newspaper and find five

it is springtime. Write
the name of each in
alphabetical order.

Standards Link: Language Arts:
Follow written instructions.

Standards Link: Find similarities and differences in common objects.

P>

- -

Frieda Frog wants to buy a treat at the Spring Blossom Festival,
but she can’t remember how much is in her piggy bank. Can you
count it for her?

Frieda has $

Standards Link: Math: Calculate money amounts.

in her piggy bank. &

oy

things that let you know
oubley .nie Word Search

Find the words in the puzzle.
BLOSSOM How many of them can you
BOATS % find on this page?
BUY XBHATFCIJWN
DANDELION
FROG HLYPOFRNMDO
HAT CC%BBOGVRYLOWI
HONEY OSNSCINVGL
LIST ASTETECTLE
MATH TORTYTUBETID
MONEY %
MUDDY SMPYXTULOQSN
PRICESE& JDSMATHTITA
SPRING USEYDDUMPD
TULIP
USE e o Sl Freoges Kokl

(=

Costly Headlines # & %

Assign a money amount to each letter of the
alphabet: A=$1,B =$2, C = $3, etc. Select
three newspaper headlines and add up the
letters. What is the most “expensive’ headline
you can find? Which is the least expensive?

Standards Link: Mathematics: Calculate sums and differences.

Winygishitasneally
e Vé
to

& 10R0g?

“Y-duy-du ‘y-du |, A543 9snedag :HIMSNY

2i2

EREE DOWNLOAD:
Kid Scoop

Teacher |
AcEi.vi.bj fock.

With hundreds of topics, every
Kid Scoop’ printable activity pack
features six-to-seven pages of
high-interest extra learning

activities for home and \CI

school! Get your free
sample today at: Sf@g?

kidscoop.com/activit);—pages/

I 1
BUILDEFR
This week’s word:

&  SPEND

0
The verb spend means to pay
out money to purchase items.

mm
-—
L]

I plan how much money I'll
spend before I go shopping.

Try to use the word spend
in a sentence today when
talking with your friends

and family members.

Write On! &)

Kids Help
Families Save

Write three to five ways
that kids can help their
families save money. &

It's what's most important to you, to your
kids, to your family. It's easy to stay on top
of what is happening around you with the

Grosse Pointe News

549°

Annual subscription,
delivered weekly with
24/7 online access

Subscribing is easy.
Call 313.343.5578
or visit grossepointenews.com
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313-300-9524
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PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

Wyatt Hepner, right, stares down opponent Sam Angello from Eisenhower at the start of the Division 1,
138-pound state championship bout.

Hepner brings Blue Devils
first ever wrestling state title

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

In 2023, Wyatt Hepner
made history by becom-
ing the first wrestler
from Grosse Pointe
South to ever compete in
a state championship
match. Saturday, March
2, the junior Blue Devil
added to that history by
not only making it back
to the championship, but
by winning the Division
1 state title at 138 pounds
and becoming South’s
first wrestling state
champion in school his-
tory.

“It’s awesome to be
putting Grosse Pointe

South on the map and
just making history,”
Hepner said after his vic-
tory. “It feels great.”

Hepner’s victory in the
championship match
came against Sam
Angello, a senior from
Eisenhower. The match
was about as even as
possible, with both wres-
tlers battling until
Hepner eventually won
just 1-0 on points.

“It’s great knowing
that if I can just make
one good move, I can win
the match,” Hepner said
about how close the
championship match
was. “My defense and
my riding is top tier so I

know that if I get just one
point I can still win
against anyone.”

The championship was
the closest match by far
that Hepner encountered
all weekend on his road
to a title. He defeated
Allen Park’s Carlos
Sanchez in the opening
round by technical fall.
In the quarterfinals,
Hepner took down
Hayden Pletscher from
Swartz Creek on points
17-5, then beat Julius
Pacheco from Davison
8-2 in the semifinals.

The win for Hepner
comes just a year after
he finished as the state
runner-up at 126 pounds.

Ever since that day last
March, making it back to
the finals and finishing
atop the podium was
always the main goal for
Hepner and his coaches.

“After last year, it just
made us even hungrier
knowing that we got so
close,” South wrestling
coach Dave Salazar said.
“...Knowing how close
we got, we didn’t want to
let it slip through our fin-
gers again. Wyatt worked
super hard all season to
make sure that no stone
was left unturned and we
would at least make it
back to the finals, then
when we got there to
give it everything we

From
GP to
All-State

a remarkable
achievement in Division
1 of the Michigan Girls
High School Hockey
League, all six players
who earned first team
All-State honors hail
exclusively from either
Grosse Pointe South,
Grosse Pointe North or
University Liggett
School.

In total, 15 players
from the Pointes earned
All-State honors, includ-
ing first team, second
team and honorable
mention, when the
league made its
announcement last
week.

South’s Rosie Smith
and Anne Wayman made
first team All-State, along
with North’s Cameron
Beers and Josie Cueter
and Liggett’s Sofie
Ancona and Sullivan
Estes.

Second team All-State
team members include
South’s Sophia Reynolds,
North’s Ella Dobbs and
Liggett’s Brooklyn Peshl.

2023-2024

DIVISION 1
ALL-STATE
AWARDS

1STTEAM, D1

Cameron Beers
Defense, Grosse Pointe
North

Sullivan Estes
Defense, University Liggett

Sofie Ancona
Forward, University Liggett

Josie Cueter
Forward, Grosse Pointe
North

Anne Wayman
Forward, Grosse Pointe
South

Rosie Smith
Goalie, Grosse Pointe South

South’s Abby Evans,
Bella Peruski and Molly
Reynolds, North’s Alyssa
Burney and Liggett’s
Louisa Dragovic, Elle
Quinlan and Allie Roth
earned All-State honor-
able mention.

For more on last week-
end’s girls playoff hockey
action, head to page 4D.

have.”

Hepner’s victory in the
championship also com-
pleted his perfect season,
ending the year an unde-
feated 51-0. Being
South’s first ever wres-
tling champion, he is
also only the second indi-
vidual wrestling cham-
pion in the history of the
Grosse Pointe Public
School System. Grosse
Pointe North’s Greg
Fleming was the first to

accomplish the feat over
40 years ago in 1983.
Hepner was one of
four Blue Devils wres-
tlers who made it to Ford
Field and the state cham-
pionships last weekend,
also a school record.
Senior Paul Wilson was
the other Blue Devil
besides Hepner to
advance furthest in the
tournament.

See WRESTLE, page 5D

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK

Bryan bolts to South’s swimming elite,
completes ‘bingo’ card heading into state final

By Meg Leonard

Senior Editor

Ben Bryan took his first
swim lessons as a
6-month-old and ran his
first mini-triathlon before
age 4. He has embraced
that early athleticism, a

notable work ethic and
commitment to lead by
example and positioned
himself to make some
major waves at this
weekend’s Division 2
boys swim and dive state
final at Eastern Michigan
University.

COURTESY PHOTO

South’s Ben Bryan is gunning for top swims in this
weekend’s state final, including in the 100 butterfly.

Bryan, a senior team
co-captain for Grosse
Pointe South, didn’t sim-
ply qualify for a few
events at finals. He
achieved what’s called a
“bingo” by qualifying for
every individual swim
event in the meet, akin to
a baseball player hitting
for the cycle.

He is the program’s
first swimmer to earn
that distinction since for-
mer Blue Devil and
University of Michigan
great Jacob Montague
did so in 2016. Bryan has

state qualifying times in
the 50, 100, 200 and 500
free, 200 IM, 100 back,
100 fly and 100 breast.

He also plays a pivotal
role on South’s relay
teams, usually leading off
in the 200 medley and
200 and 400 free. He is
eligible to swim in all
three at state finals,
though he will only com-
pete in two, based on
meet rules.

Bryan said he set some
“soft goals” for himself
his senior season, but the
bingo card wasn’t ini-

Ben’s Best

e Earned “bingo” card by qualifying for every
individual swim event in the 2024 boys swim
and dive state final, the first Grosse Pointe

South boy swimmer to do so since 2016.
* 4-time All-State medalist and 2023-24 Blue

Devils team co-captai

n.

e Committed to swim at Middlebury College in
Vermont beginning next fall.

Athlete Of The Week Proudly Sponsored By:

tially one of
them.

“I was toying
with the idea of
trying to get all
the state cuts,
but I wasn’t
super firm on
it,” he said.
“And then I
was messing
around (with it)
and my sister
convinced me
to do the 500
(free). So 1
started the 500 and got
that cut.

“I began to think,
maybe I can, maybe I can
do this.”

At that point, he only
had one cut left, the 100
breast, which he earned

at the “Last Chance”
meet Feb. 27.
John “Fo” Fodell,

Bryan’s head coach at
South and for Grosse
Pointe Gators swim club,
said his team co-captain

Grosse Pointe News
ATHLETE
Sy,

Ben Bryan
School: Grosse Pointe South

~ Sport: Swimanddive

has all the assets required
to be a great swimmer
and leader.

“Ithink it all starts with
his intelligence. He’s
easy to talk to and well-
spoken and you can have
a philosophical conversa-
tion with him. He’s able
to understand greater
concepts,” said Fodell,
noting their lively discus-
sions over the years on

See ATHLETE, page 2D

HEATING & COOLING

110223

Not Just a Name... It's the Tnutt!

Call Far Wlore Tuga
313-822-6633

WWW.EXPERTHEATCOOL.COM

WWW.HEATCRAFTINC.COM
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Continued from page 1D

things like nutrition and
the physics of swimming.

Though swimming is
now Bryan’s passion —
he will move on to com-
pete at the collegiate
level next season at his
parents’ alma mater,
Middlebury College in
Vermont — he started off
as a multi-sport athlete,
swimming and playing
football and baseball in

his hometown of
Twinsburg, Ohio.
Shortly after moving to

Grosse Pointe as an
eighth grader, Bryan
continued playing three
sports and joined Gators.
Then COVID hit.

Though pools were
closed throughout
Michigan during the
shutdown, something for
Bryan clicked.

“Swimming was only a
winter sport for me ...
and then with COVID
and everything, it was
kind of a mess and it
really made me think as
to where I wanted to go
with my sport,” he said.

“...Iremember Fo post-
ing on Instagram for
these two weeks, where
every day he posted a
new challenge and it was
things I never had done
before.”

Coining them “absurd
workouts,” Bryan started
taking part in his coach’s
challenges, like running
a quarter mile eight
times, one after the other,
as fast as possible.

“I wish I had lived here
when I started swim-
ming, because I think
under Gators I would

have been like leaps and
bounds faster than where
I am now,” he said. “But I
think that that was kind
of the moment, seeing
pictures of everybody
doing these challenges
from their houses, where
I was like, ‘This is awe-
some.”

Bryan focused on
swimming from then on.

“Sophomore year, I
was a little bit more dedi-
cated towards swimming
in the summer. ... Then
last year was the first
year that I truly dedi-

He made his decision
to attend Middlebury, a
small liberal arts college
of 2,800 students in New
England, not because his
parents went there, but
because it offered the
best fit academically and
athletically. He said he
connected well with the
coach and team, the
school’s balance between
academics and sports,
and Vermont for outdoor
activities, including rock
climbing and hiking.

Fodell, who swam and
played tennis at Albion

'd obviously love to be top three and
would love to win one of my events.
I'mgoing to race as hard as

Lcan. ...1It’s mine to win, not mine to

lose.’

BEN BRYAN, GROSSE POINTE SOUTH SENIOR SWIM &
DIVE CO-CAPTAIN ON HIS NO-PRESSURE APPROACH
TO THIS WEEKEND’S STATE FINAL

cated myself to swim-
ming (year round).”
Bryan had a breakout
junior season. At last
year’s state final, he
earned three All-State
honors: a sixth place in
the 200 IM; a second
place and new school
record in the 400 free
relay; and a fourth place
in the 200 medley relay.
Soon after, he was
named co-captain along
with best friend Troy Liu
for the 2023-24 season.
A college decision also
loomed as Bryan began
his senior year. A top-tier
student, he went on
nearly a dozen college
visits, including to
Connecticut College and
Middlebury.

College, said a D3 pro-
gram like Middlebury’s is
a great fit for Bryan.
“DIII is so good for so
many people,” he said.
“Even though he’s on the
brink to swim at a small
DI or a giant DII, educa-
tion is a certain thing to
him. And now he’s going
to be able to continue his
swim career. He’s going
to thrive. He can make
the NCAA'’s and be a big
fish in a small pond.”
The achievements keep
coming as Bryan reaches
the summit of his senior
year, but he still grapples
with the concept of what

“good” means in the
swimming world.

“That’s actually some-
thing that I struggle
with,” he said. “It’s easy
to lose perspective in
swimming because when
I go off to these (national)
meets ... you're swim-
ming against people who
quite literally have
Olympic rings tatted on
their shoulders. You for-
get that you’re in the pool
with the top 1 percent of
people.”

He compared those
meets with ones at the
high school level, where
his status changes a bit to
the swimmer others
chase.

“One of my favorite
moments from South is
like at the Last Chance
meet, when I hopped in
the pool to pace some-
body to try and help them
get their state cut,” he
said. “If I can help them
by doing that, that’s awe-
some.”

One aspect Bryan loves
about swimming is that
it’s both a team and indi-
vidual sport. With goals
to reach on both levels in
the state final, he said his
framework is centered
on setting the bar of max-
imum effort, while build-
ing camaraderie.

“I’d obviously love to
be top three and would
love to win one of my
events,” he said, while
emphasizing he isn’t put-
ting any pressure on him-
self or others. “I'm going
to race as hard as I can.
... It’s mine to win, not
mine to lose.”

South’s Ben Bryan, left, gets support during a recent
meet from his biggest fan, grandfather Norman

Silverman.

With his high school
career nearly complete,
Bryan said a big barom-
eter of his success at
South will be when
underclassmen take over
leadership roles next
year after learning from
him.

“I want them to be in
my position, where
somebody can look up to
them and say, ‘That is
where I want to be,”” he
said. “That’s how you
continue building a

strong team and culture
by putting in the work
and building friendships.
That is how I want to be
remembered.”

Nominate!

To nominate a
future Athlete of
the Week, visit
grossepointe
news.com/
athlete-of-the-week.

Blue Devil co-captains Ben Bryan, left, and Troy Liu have led this year’s swim and dive team to its 26th
consecutive MAC Red championship.

At left, South senior Ben
Bryan stays loose on the
pool deck Feb. 24, at the
MAC Red championship.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Do you know an outstanding high school athlete?
Nominate them for Athlete of the Week and put
them in the running for Athlete of the Year.

Grosse Pointe News
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city of Brosse JHointe Woodrs, Michigan

NOTICE TO BIDDERS - DOUBLE SHREDDED BROWN HARDWOOD MULCH AND
INJECTION OF MULCH IN LANDSCAPE BEDS AND DELIVERY AND INSTALLATION
OF PLAYGROUND MULCH THROUGHOUT THE CITY: Sealed bids will be received by the
City at the office of the City Clerk, 20025 Mack Plaza, Grosse Pointe Woods, Michigan, until 10:00
a.m. on Tuesday, March 19, 2024, at which time and place the proposals will be publicly opened and
read aloud for furnishing the following services: Double Shredded Brown Hardwood Mulch and
Injection of Mulch in Landscape Beds throughout the City and Installation of Engineered Wood Fiber
Playground Mulch at various locations in City Parks. Copies of specifications and bid sheets may be
obtained from the City Clerk. The City reserves the right to reject any or all proposals, to waive any
irregularities in the bidding and to accept any proposals it deems to be in the best interest of the City.

Paul Antolin
City Clerk

Meeting dates are as follows:

Date Day

March 12,2024  Tuesday
March 12,2024  Tuesday
March 19,2024  Tuesday
March 26,2024  Tuesday

Tuesday, March 26, 2024.

G.PN.: Publishing Dates
2/22/24,2/29/24,3/7/24

city of Brosse ointe Wonds, Michigan

PUBLIC NOTICE

2024 MARCH BOARD OF REVIEW

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE Board of Review for the City of Grosse Pointe Woods
will meet in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 20025 Mack Plaza Dr., Grosse Pointe Woods,
Michigan on the following dates and times for the purpose of reviewing the assessment roll:

Appointment Time
9:00 a.m.

9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Hearings are by appointment only. COMPLETED 2024 Board of Review Petitions are required and
must be submitted at to the Assessor’s Office prior to your appointment. The deadline for submitting
petitions for all persons wishing to appeal in-person before the Board of Review is end of day

Letter appeals are to be accompanied by a completed Form 618 Petition to Board of Review
L-4035. The Petition is available at www.michigan.gov/treasury - select Search Treasury - Forms
[618]. Petitioner agents must submit, for each parcel individually, current letters with signatures
from your client properly authorizing you to appear for the property owner.

Copies of the notices stating the dates and times of the meetings will be posted and published in the
local newspaper. All board of Review meetings are open meetings in compliance with the “Open
Meetings Act.” If you have any questions, please contact the Assessor’s Office at (313) 434-2452.

Petition
Organizational Meeting

Eric Dunlap
City Assessor
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District dreams dashed for South boys hoops

By Meg Leonard

Senior Editor

Grosse Pointe
South’s boys varsity
basketball season
ended Wednesday,
Feb. 28, after a 46-42
loss to Martin Luther
King in the team’s dis-
trict semifinal, a con-
test defined by the
Blue Devils’ hustle and
impressive ball move-
ment, but hampered by
the team’s missed scor-
ing opportunities,
especially from the
three-point line.

With the loss, South
failed to defend its
2023 district champi-
onship crown, the pro-
gram’s first since 1992.

South head coach
Steve Benard recog-
nized his team’s effort
immediately after the
game, but admitted to
some frustration that
the Blue Devils’
offense fell well short
of its usual production.

“People wish you
good luck in these
games, but it’s really
not about luck,” he
said. “It’s what you did
before you got here.
We were prepared and
ready to play. We had

PHOTO BY MEG LEONARD

South head coach Steve Benard, center, addresses his players during a first half
time out in the district semifinal.

our opportunities. It
was just one of those
nights where we had
our great opportunities
we normally have, and
yet we only scored
40-some points.”
Though South’s
offense cooled as the
game progressed, it

started off hot.

Less than a minute
after tipoff, junior
guard Tory James hit a
three to get South on
the board first. James
stole the ball on King’s
first possession and
got the ball quickly to
senior Karter Richards.

Richards dished it to
junior Vince Vashon in
the corner, who hit a
wide open three to put
South up 6-0 at 6:39 of
the first quarter.

By the five minute
mark, South cushioned
its lead to 9-2 when
Richards hit another

three pointer from
downtown. James hit a
nice shot high off the
glass for an 11-2 lead,
getting Blue Devils
fans on their feet.

But after a called
time out, King settled
in and closed the gap
and the first quarter
ended with South up
16-13.

The second quarter
saw fast action and
King took its first lead,

took extra time off the
clock before attempt-
ing a shot. South
missed a three-point
attempt as time ran
down and the teams
entered the locker
room tied 26-26 at the
half.

“Normally those are
shots we make,”
Benard said. “You
know, (King is) a good
team. That was a bat-
tle, it was a war. It was

‘Normally those are shots we make.
You know, (King is) a good team. That
was a battle, it was a war’

STEVE BENARD, GROSSE POINTE SOUTH BOYS
VARSITY BASKETBALL HEAD COACH

18-17, with just under
six minutes left until
half. Both teams
crashed the boards
and fought for every
point, highlighted by a
Richards’ breakaway
dunk to put South up
26-24 with 1:15 left in
the quarter.

After several South
possessions, including
many that ended on a
turnover or miss, King
played keep away and

just like I told my guys,
it’s nothing different
than playing Warren
Lincoln twice or play-
ing UD-Jesuit or
Hamtramck. It’s the
same thing, it’s a war.”

The third quarter
was a virtual repeat of
the second with
aggressive play on
both sides and South
clinging to a 36-35 lead

See SOUTH, page 8D

North makes its case against Cass Tech,
falls to reigning champs in semifinal

By Meg Leonard

Senior Editor

Though the 2023-24
Grosse Pointe North boys
varsity basketball team’s
final record was not what
they hoped, a 67-55 dis-
trict semifinal loss
Wednesday, Feb. 28,
against defending state
champion Cass Tech
showed Norsemen head
coach Rob Johnson what
his squad is really made
of — gritty teammates
who don’t dwell on mis-
takes, but instead, hustle
and play for each other.

“I think we came out
with a lot of energy, espe-
cially to start the game,”
he said of his team’s
effort against Cass. “We
kind of just instilled it in
us all year that no matter
who we’re playing
against, we want to com-
pete, we want to play
hard, and that’s a testa-
ment to these kids.

“They never gave up all
year long. We didn’t nec-
essarily have the record
that we wanted to, but we
always played hard every
single game and we took
a lot of pride that if we
were going to go down,
we were going to go
down swinging,” Johnson
added.

North kept its game
against Cass within sin-
gle digits all game long,
heading into halftime
down only 31-26.

The Norsemen kept the
game close throughout
the third quarter, but saw
the game begin to slip

away in the fourth when
Cass extended their lead
and North junior Leo
Perettie and senior Rubin
McBride-Williams fouled
out. As time expired, the
Norsemen were handed a
12-point loss that was
much closer than the
final score indicated.

Perettie, who was
named first team All-
MAC White, led all
Norsemen scorers with
19 points. Junior RJ
Williams had 10 points,
while junior Dequan
Howell and senior Vasili
Vasilos contributed eight
and seven points respec-
tively.

Johnson cited his
team’s strong energy and
effort throughout the
game despite his team’s
late foul trouble. He also
complimented Perettie’s
scoring efficiency and
penchant for getting his
teammates good looks.

“And you could see
early on against Cass
Tech, no matter what
pressure that they were
throwing at him, he
always kept his cool,”
Johnson said. “He always
moved on to the next play
and that was a big reason
why he only had two or
three turnovers. ... But
what I’'m most proud of
with Leo is just how much
he grew as a leader.”

The Norsemen finished
2-8 in the MAC White and
9-13 overall. North will
lose six seniors to gradu-
ation, including Brady
Beers, Rocco Cardinale,
Ryan Henderson,

McBride-Williams,
Dimitri Vasilos and Vasili
Vasilos.

Johnson also noted
how his team consistently
rose to the challenge
against highly ranked
opponents, like Cass
Tech and Warren Lincoln,
which has a shot at win-
ning the Division 2 state
championship.

He also pointed to a
few different times this
season when his team
responded to losing
streaks to pull within one
game of getting back to
.500, embracing a “let’s
go get the next one” men-
tality.

He gave much of the
credit for that mindset to
his seniors.

“My seniors that I got
to coach, I was blessed to
coach this group of six
young men. I got to coach
them for a year on the JV
and then two years on
varsity,” he said. “Those
guys kind of set the foun-
dation of never giving up,
never backing down.

“Doesn’t matter what
our record is. Doesn’t
matter who we’re playing
against, right?” he contin-
ued. “We’re always going
to compete and we’re
always going to be gritty
and play hard.”

The Norsemen’s
upward trajectory at the
end of the season sets the
stage to capitalize next
year on a strong return-
ing junior class, which
already is focused on put-
ting in the offseason
work.

DRIVEWAYS.
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city of Brosse ointe Wonds, Michigan

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council will be considering the following proposed
two (2) Ordinance amendments for second readings at its meeting scheduled for March 18, 2024
at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers/Court Room of the Robert E. Novitke Municipal Center.
The proposed Ordinance amendments are available for public inspection at the Municipal

Center, 20025 Mack Plaza Dr., between 8:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. The
Council meeting is open to the public. All interested persons are invited to attend.

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR THE CITY OF

GROSSE POINTE WOODS CHAPTER 8, BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS;
ARTICLE XI; STRUCTURES IN FRONT YARDS; SECTION 8-335, TO EXCLUDE
ONE FREE MINI-LIBRARY LESS THAN FIVE (5) FEET IN HEIGHT AND NO MORE
THAN FOUR (4) SQUARE FEET IN TOTAL AREA, PER RESIDENCE, FROM THE
DEFINITION OF A STRUCTURE AND TO AMEND ZONING ORDINANCES FOR
SECTION 50-5.3, OFF-STREET PARKING AND SECTION 50-5.5, SEMI-CIRCULAR

Paul Antolin
City Clerk

PHOTO BY MEG LEONARD

Players watch North’s shot drop in the district semi-final Feb. 28.

Johnson said immedi-
ately after the team’s sea-
son ended, Perettie and
junior RJ Williams, whom
Johnson calls his “big
fella,” spoke to players
from next year’s team
about getting into the
weight room the next

day.
In addition to adding
strength and size,

Johnson said other key
focuses will be reducing

turnovers, improving free
throw shooting and get-
ting better through exten-
sive summer play.

He is counting on the
6-foot, 6-inch Williams to
play a big role next sea-
son.

“He’s a beast,” Johnson
said. “He started pretty
much every game as a
junior, giving us around
10 points, eight rebounds
every night. He was

shooting 70 percent from
the field all season...he’s
got to work on his free
throws, but he’s getting
better there.”

Overall, Johnson said
his players can leave this
season with their head
held high.

“They stuck together
all year,” he said. “... We
can walk away knowing
that we gave it all we
got.”

available at www.gpwmi.us.

or e-mail building@gpwmi.us.

G.PN.: 3/7/24

city of Brosse JHointe Woodrs, Michigan

Notice is hereby given that the Grosse Pointe Woods Planning Commission, under the provisions of
Public Act 110 of 2006, MCL 125.3101 as amended, and Grosse Pointe Woods City Code of 2022
Chapter 50, Article 7, Section 50-7.15, will hold multiple Public Hearings on Tuesday, March 26,
at 7:00 p.m., at City Hall in the Council Chamber/Courtroom (located at 20025 Mack Plaza Drive,
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236) for the following purposes: 1) consider amendments to Section 50-
4.27, Portable Storage Units, of the Zoning Ordinance, 2) consider rezoning of 20100-20102 Mack
Avenue from RO-1 Restricted Office to C Commercial, and 3) consider special land use for 20100-
20102 Mack to be a children’s event space.

All interested persons are invited to attend and will be given opportunity for public comment. The
public may appear in person or be represented by counsel. Written comments will be received in
the City Clerk’s Office, up to close of business preceding the hearing. Individuals with disabilities
requiring auxiliary aids or services at the meeting should contact the Grosse Pointe Woods Clerk’s
Office at 313-343-2440 seven days prior to the meeting. The agenda and pertinent documents will be

For additional project information, contact the Building and Planning Department at 313-343-2426

Paul P. Antolin
City Clerk
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Cranbrook’s late rally knocks

Knights from boys hockey playotfs

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

The University Liggett
boys hockey team
entered the Division 3
regional final last
Wednesday, Feb. 28,
against Cranbrook look-
ing for its first regional
title and state quarterfi-
nal appearance since
2018. The Knights were
just moments away
from achieving that,
until a pair of Cranbrook
goals late in the third
period turned the game
around in the blink of
an eye, leading to a 4-3
Liggett loss.

“I thought we played a
really great game,”
Liggett boys hockey
head coach Colin Smith
said. “...We made it
tough for their defense
to break out and I
thought we were play-
ing some of our best
hockey of the year. With
like four or five minutes
left, we kind of took our
foot off the gas. I don’t
know if it was nerves or
what, but we stepped
back from what we were
doing successfully and
kind of watched it come
to us.”

The Knights struck
first about five minutes
into the first period

when Alex Gould found
the back of the net to
open the scoring.
The early Liggett
lead did not last
long, however, as
Cranbrook’s
Roman Cicco

tied the game

less than a min-

ute later. The

score remained
deadlocked at

one until late

in the open-

ing period,

when Wyatt

Versfelt from
Cranbrook

scored to put the

Cranes up 2-1
going into the first
intermission.

Despite being down at
the end of the first,
Liggett dominated the
middle period. The
Knights got an early
power play to begin the
period and took advan-
tage as Andrew Johnson
tied the game 2-2 less
than two minutes into
the second. Special
teams continued to pay
off for Liggett just a few
minutes later, when
Nick Gould scored while
the team was short-
handed to put the
Knights back on top 3-2.

Liggett maintained
the one-goal advantage

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

Liggett junior Drake Griffin, right, pushes past a
Cranbrook defender while trying to break into the
offensive zone during last Wednesday’s regional

championship game.

heading into the third
period. The Knights
held onto the lead
until the final five
minutes of the game,
but then Cranbrook
began to push.
Cicco scored his
second of the game
for the Cranes to tie
things up at three goals
apiece with just under
five minutes to play.
Only about 90 seconds
later, Gianluca DiSalvo
was the hero for
Cranbrook, putting his
team up 4-3. The
Knights tried to throw
everything on net to tie
the game in the last
three minutes, but ulti-
mately came up short.
The Knights were led
all year by a core of
seniors including
Francis Blake, Maksim
Johns, Kobe Donaldson

and captain Kevin
Vreeken. Even after the
defeat, coach Smith and
his staff could not be
more proud of how
those veteran players
helped to lead the team
on and off
the ice in
the play-
offs and all
winter long.
“They wunder-
stand what needs to
be done and how we act
as a team,” Smith said.
“...The way they exe-
cuted everything this
year was amazing.
Before the season,
expectations for our
team were low because
we lost so many seniors
last year. I think they
took that with a chip on
their shoulder...They all
set the example every
day in practice and that
just trickles down to
everyone.”

The loss marks the
second straight year the
Knights’ season has
come to an end one
game shy of a regional
title. The team lost in
overtime to Detroit
Country Day in the 2023
regional final.

Liggett’s final record
for the season ended at
16-8-1.

Knights,
Blue Devils
advance in
oirls hockey
state tourney

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

The Division 1 state
championship tourna-
ment got underway in the
Michigan Girls High
School Hockey League
Saturday, March 2, with
University Liggett,
Grosse Pointe South and
Grosse Pointe North all
representing the Pointes
in the bracket. The
Knights and Blue Devils
both moved on in the
tournament, continuing
what could be a collision
course to the champion-
ship game, while the
Norsemen saw their sea-
son come to an end in the
quarterfinals.

Liggett

The Knights entered
the tournament as the
top overall seed in
Division 1, facing off
against Ann Arbor
Pioneer in the quarterfi-
nals last Saturday.
Liggett continued to
dominate just as it did
through much of the reg-
ular season, knocking off
the Pioneers 11-0.

Sophia Secco, Sofie
Ancona and Sullivan
Estes all scored two goals
apiece for the Knights in
the blowout win. Stella
Smiatacz, Avery Welsh,
Ellen Quinlan, Louisa
Dragovic and Allie Roth
all found the back of the
net as well.

Liggett moved on to

face the Mid-Michigan
Alliance after press time
Wednesday, March 6, in
the Division 1 semifinals.
The Division 1 state
championship game is
scheduled to take place
at 2 p.m. on Saturday,
March 9, at USA Hockey
Arena in Plymouth.

South

The No. 2 seed Blue
Devils also cruised to a
relatively commanding
victory in its quarterfinal
matchup. South took on
Ann Arbor Skyron
(Skyline-Huron) last
Saturday and did not face
much trouble, going on
to win 5-1.

Evie Wodsisz scored
the lone goal of the first
period,
giving
South a
1-0 lead
after the
opening
frame.

Charlie

Harr and

Maeve

H i x

added to

the Blue

Devils’

lead in the second period,
making it 3-1 in favor of
South by the time the
middle frame was over.
Goals by Anne Wayman
and Gabby Vosburg in
the third period helped
seal the win and continue
the Blue Devils’ march
into the semifinals.

PHOTO COURTESY OF GROSSE POINTE SOUTH ATHLETICS

South’s Bella Peruski makes a pass toward the front of the net during the Blue Devils’ playoff game against
Ann Arbor Skyron Saturday, March 2.

South took on St.
Mary’s in the Division 1
semifinals after press
time Wednesday, March
6.

North
The Norsemen found
them-
selves
in a
high-
scoring
affair
against
S t .
Mary’s
in the
quarter-
final
round
o n
Saturday. In the end,
North was unable to
quite keep up offensively,
losing 10-6 to end its sea-
son.

The game was tied at
two goals apiece after
the first period, with Ella
Dobbs scoring both
goals for the Norsemen

in the opening frame. St.
Mary’s jumped in front
during the second
period, scoring four
times while Alyssa
Burney was the only one
to find the back of the
net for the Norsemen
during the period.

While North would
add three goals in the
third period, another
from Burney plus goals
by Josie Cueter and
Paige Martin, St. Mary’s
continued to build on its
lead and ultimately
emerged victorious.

“We had ten skaters
and one goalie, and
some girls had to miss
games because of injury
or sickness and yet we
still had an amazing sea-
son filled with strong
games and a positive
attitude,” North girls
hockey assistant coach
Taylor Shaheen said.
“Our team is filled with
so much talent and
strength.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF LIGGETT ATHLETICS

Liggett senior captain Sofie Ancona pencils in the
Knights for the Division 1 semifinals in the
Michigan Girls High School Hockey League play-

offs.
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Gymnastics just misses final team spot for
state meet; o move on to individual round

By Meg Leonard

Senior Editor

In regional competi-
tion at Birmingham
Groves Saturday, March
2, the Grosse Pointe
United Gymnastics team
finished fourth overall
with 133.750 points, just
missing the final team
spot to advance to the
state final. But the sea-
son didn’t end there for
five GPUG gymnasts
who will move on to the
individual round at
states Friday, March 8§,
and Saturday, March 9,
at Kenowa Hills High
School in Grand Rapids.

Grosse Pointe North
junior Allie Mattes and
Grosse Pointe South
junior Lucy Tull quali-
fied for the All-Around
competition in Division 1
and Division 2, respec-
tively. The remaining
three gymnasts qualified
for one individual event

in Division 2. North
sophomore Jessi Taylor
qualified for vault, while
North senior Ainsley
Tanghe and North fresh-
man Anna Nguyen will
compete on beam.
“My goal at states would
for sure be for the girls
to place, but in the end I
want them to have fun
and enjoy the experi-
ence, especially because
it is their first time com-
peting in Grand Rapids,”
said Izzy Nguyen,
GPUG’s head coach.
She said Mattes in par-
ticular is positioned for a
run at a championship.
“As long as Allie has a
calm and positive mind-
set, I believe that she can
push for a state title,”
she said. “Floor would
be the main event I think
she can push for.”
Nguyen noted the spe-
cial camaraderie in the
high school gymnastics
community and said that

will be on full display
from her team this week-
end.

“We always are sup-
porting the teams from
our region at the state
meet, so we will be
cheering on Farmington,
Huron Valley and Fraser,
who we hope can place
at the team state meet,”
she said.

Overall, Nguyen said
she is proud of what her
team has accomplished
this season, with one
weekend left to go.

“They had a rough
start, but have pushed
themselves very hard to
make it to where they
stand now,” she said.
“They’re always sup-
porting each other no
matter what. I appreci-
ate all their hard work.
... I am very proud of
them and also honored
to be able to be their
coach.”

COURTESY PHOTO

From left to right, Grosse Pointe United gymnasts Allie Mattes, Lucy Tull, Jessi
Taylor, Ainsley Tanghe and Anna Nguyen each qualified for this weekend’s
state final meet in Grand Rapids.

WRESTLE:

Continued from page 1D

At 175 pounds, Wilson
won his first round and
quarterfinal matches
both by points to advance
to the semifinals. In the
semis, Wilson went up
against Oxford’s Micah
Roper and ended up on
the losing side of a 10-6
points decision, coming
up just short of giving
the Blue Devils two wres-
tlers in state champion-

ship matches.

Wilson then went into
the consolation bracket,
defeating Andrew White
from Detroit Catholic
Central 10-2 to advance
to the third-place match.
He would end up finish-
ing fourth in the weight
class, losing to
Rockford’s Louis
Bosscher in the third-
place bout.

“Paul had one of the
biggest turnarounds I've
ever seen,” Salazar said
about the senior. “To go

from not scoring any
points (at Ford Field) last
year and turning it all the
way around to fourth
place this year, I'm not
sure I've ever seen any-
one make a jump like
that.”

Josh Lemasnki was
also at Ford Field last
weekend for South and
finished eighth in his
weight class. Competing
at 165 pounds, Lemasnki
lost his first round match
to Plymouth’s Sam
Plencner. However,

PHOTOS BY MIKE ADZIMA

South senior Paul Wilson, left, advanced as far as the state semifinals in
Division 1 at 175 pounds last weekend at Ford Field.

Atright, South’s
Milania Rodriguez tries
to escape from a hold
against McKenna
Webster from Bronson.
Rodriguez was the first
female wrestler in
South school history to
make it to Ford Field.

North’s Preston Auld grapples with his Division 2 first-round opponent Tex

Smith from Mason.

Lemanski made a bit of a
run in the consolation
rounds. He defeated
Ethan Newville from
Grandville and Yaseen
Jaber from Allen Park to
make it to the quarterfi-
nals of the consolation
bracket before falling to
Saginaw Arthur Hill’s
Michael Baldwin.
Milania Rodriguez
became South’s first-
ever wrestler to qualify

for the girls state finals.
Wrestling at 135 pounds
in the girls division,
Rodriguez fell to
Bronson’s McKenna
Webster in the opening
round. She then went on
to pin Katherine Matter
from Charlevoix in her
first matchup of the con-
solation bracket before
falling to Allendale’s
Terra Booe in the next
round.

Senior Preston Auld
was Grosse Pointe
North’s lone representa-
tive at Ford Field, mak-
ing it to the state finals
for a second year in a
row. Wrestling at 144
pounds in Division 2,
Auld lost his first round
matchup to Mason’s Tex
Smith and fell to Michael
Gonyeau from Plainwell
in his first consolation
bracket bout.

Josh Lemanski from South battled his way to an 8th
place finish in Division 1 at 165 pounds during the
state finals at Ford Field last weekend.

PHOTO COURTESY OF CHRIS LEMANSKI

South students and wrestlers made their way to Ford Field last weekend to cheer on Wyatt Hepner in the
Division 1, 138-pound state title match by painting their chests with “Let’s Go Hep!”
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900 Air Conditioning _ 923 Construction Repair 942 Garages 962 Sanitation Services We reserve the right to classify I No.oFweeks: X COSTPERWEEK: = TOTAL:
S Sapymaienis ot " e a0t Sy ok Sk | gy | |
903 Appliance Repairs 926 Doors 945 Handyman 966 Snow Removal head.mg. The pu bIIShP:r rESEIVEs YOUR CONTACT AND BILLING INFORMATION I
904 Asphalt Paving Repair 927 Debris/ Clutter 946 Home Services 968 Stucco the right to edit or reject ad copy I NAME
ggg gasemer:t V’\:I{etmOdeI;ng Removal 947 Heating/Cooling 969 Swimming Pool Service | Submitted for publication. I I
asement Walerprooling 929 Drywall/Plastering Repair & Installation 970 T.V./Radio/CB Radio CORRECTIONS STREET ADDRESS:
8(1)? g:émlé?ogsfwg‘kmg ggg Electrlcgl Services 948 Insulation 971 Tree Service AND ADJUSTMENTS I I
e _ xcavating 949 Janitorial Services 973 Tile Work Resnonsibility for classified CITY: STATE: ZIP:
912 Building/Remodeling 934 Fences 950 Engine/Motor Repair 974 VCR/DVD Repair ROSIEIYIONC i ith I I
913 Cargo/ Auto Transport - 935 Fire/Flood Damage 951 Iron Work 975 Vacuum Sales/Service | advertising errors s limited to either I pone
914 Carpentry 936 Floor Sanding/ 952 Locksmith 976 Ventilation Service a cancellation of the charge or a I I
915 Carpet Cleaning Refinishing 953 Marble/Stone 977 Wall Washing re-run of the portion of the error. AMOUNT ENCLOSED: I
916 Carpet Maintenance 937 Floor Installation 954 Painting/Decorating 980 Window Installation Notification must be given in time for I CARD NO: EXP. DATE:
917 Ceilings 938 Furniture Refinishing/ 956 Pest Control 981 Window Washing the correction in the following issue. ’ ' ' I
918 Cement Work Upholstering 957 Plumbing & Installation 983 Welding We assume no responsibility for the Prepayment is required. We accept credit cards, cash and check.
919 Chimney Cleaning 939 General Services 958 Pool Maintenance same after the first insertion. . —
100 ANNOUNCEMENTS 9200 HELP WANTED 200 HELP WANTED 207  HELP WANTED SALES SITUATION WANTED SITUATION WANTED
PREPARE for power GENERAL GENERAL WE'RE LOOKING (ONVALES(ENT CARE HOUSE CLEANING
outages today with BELDING CLEANERS NOTHING for a talented part
HELP WANTED i . :
100 ANNOUNCEMENTS a Generac Home  EINE=Ysyn currently hiring for ~ BUNDT CAKES time person with a
CLASSIFIED Standby Generator. a Clothing is baking up passion for fashion CAREGIVERS
MARCH Act now to receive BELDING CLEANERS Packaging, Sorting Lo to join our sales available
SPECIAL a FREE 7 Year needs Cashier/ and Inspection in Grosse Pointe. team at in the privacy CIAO BELLA CARE
SAVE $4.00 warranty with Counter help. position. Open positions: Capricious. of your Housekeepin
COLOR qualifying purchase.  Grosse Pointe. Great Work eFroster Please email own home. 2024 S egalg
BACKGROUND  call 1(855)773-8191  Part or full time, atmosphere. *Bakery Lead Gigi@ Best prices Seni DP t
ONLY $1.00 today to schedulea  mornings and Full & Part time https://nothing-  capriciousgp.com guaranteed. enior biscounts
Classified Ad free quote. It's not afternoons. available bundt-cakes- or call NOW ACCEPTING Free Estimates
25 words $25.35  just a generator.  Flexible Schedule. ~ $16- $19+ an hour. ~careers.careerplug.  (313)458-8719 NEW CLIENTS. References
30¢ each It's a power move. Great work Come in and fill out com/jobs/2263692/ if you're interested 586-215-6777 Dependable
(ggigl)gggag%%rdzl atmosphere. an appllca’ﬂon: | apps/new in applying. %ﬁ;nnmonqweeéaéeﬁt 20 years experience
- X Excellent pay 15139 Kercheva . s Rosemary
$16- $19+ an hour. Or en;ail [)eslg_me to: Now Hiring (586)260-7111
Come in and fill out info@belding SITUATION WANTED
WANTED TRANSPORTATION Lo
119 / an application: cleaners.com TRAVELING 305 “4ouUSE CLEANING
If you have a TRAVEL SITUATION WANTED
painting signed 15139 Kercheval FRONTDESK BN I @ Areyoutired  FIPERUECURAEILE
D. Carpentier Or email resume to: ATTENDANT of spending your ORGANIZING
Al P ! info@belding needed! weekends DUCKS IN A ROW
call Diane at . . > )
(313)520-8821 cleaners.com BELDING CLEANERS  Join our team in scrubbing, dusting,  pe-cluttering and
looking for clothing Metro Detroit. and vacuuming? organizing your
— — delivery drivers to Part/ Full- time, It's time to reclaim
Classified Advertising TOPLACEANAD  homes, offices in providing O MEGELS  your free time and h%?seérg:aoniests'
Grosse Pointe News Grosse Pointe News : g tl h h | h
Part time 1- 2 davs Must be 21 h a spotiess nome. wnole nouse.
Y ust be 21+, pass 24 hour care. We Opulent Touch organize vour
- ~\ per week. background check,  assistin cooking, s here to make your & y
. $18+ per hour. and have reliable  cleaning, bathing/  “ita aasier with our paper clutter.
G[‘osse Po]nte NQVVS Must have clean transportation. grooming, doctor's professional maid Home information,
driving record. Apply now! appom(;cme?ts, services. Call notebooks,
Classified Advertising R vy Imalchetteshante  SRlcopn  (1jessses  Hecke oG
151‘2’)? eK%rgiTeval PsyChservices.com  medjcaid payments. EUROPEAN ms(rarltl)(rygcmtgr#s.
. : 1(866)54-ANGEL  CLEANING SERVICE y
info@belding (313)580-2528
OF THE cleaners.com (313)459-6701 Susan Mason
UNIVERSTY  DON'T FORGET-  Years of experience 393910 970
LIGGETT SCHOOL  Call your ads in EARLY! o schlaffb@
is seeking a Classified Hardworking comcast net
HANDYMAN part. time Advertising Many Satisfied EOLLaSL IR
part time for BUS Driver (313)882-6900 x4 Clients from rwmason@
Condo Association. Pl \ Grosse Polnte News Grosse Pointe Area comcast.net
Painting, small ease see
e uls.org/employment
repairs, shutter
for more
replacements, information
gutter cleaning, etc. : “a“e
Flexible hours,
Remodeling $30/ hour. 204 HELP WANTED DOMESTIC
(kitchens, bathrooms, basements) Leave contact EXECUTIVE
Roofing (installi fs) information HOUSEKEEPER:
ooring (installing hew roo S, (586)294'7129 | h .
Carpentry ¢ Masonry ¢ Siding uxury nome
Painting ® Plumbing * Doors experience needed- ea rd n
Windows e Electrical Services ing f Grosse Pointe. ]
Landscaping ® Dumpster Rental Looking _org) Part- time, Monday,
. summer job? Wednesday,
Garbage Removal ¢ Gutter Cleaning Part- Time Friday (9- 3)
Power Washing ¢ Garage Door Repair Starting April 1st Great wages (W2). YOU ’” SeII
Blown in Insulation Lawn cutting and call or send .
landscape resume: Cindy/ it FASTER
24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE general labor. ~ fesume: Cindy/ | .
Starting at $16.00 per here! classifieds
Call'or text cindy@
Johnny Harrison harperjobs.com 313-882-6900

. J (313)550-3585 (248)932-3662




PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD TODAY!

415 WANTED TO BUY
TYPEWRITER
Looking for a
402 ARTS & CRAFTS working old
EVERYONE WANTS fashioned
GOOD LUCK typewriter
Own some magic. that works
Early to Mid with a ribbon.
Century African (303)596-9567
Statues,
masks for sale.
Wide range
of prices.
Call Robert

(586)496-2586

CHEE
LU

SELL ME YOUR
VINYL RECORDS
We buy LP's, 45's

No collection

too large.
We come to you!
RIPE RECORDS
Call (313)469-7479

IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

Grosse Pointe News

(313)882-6900 ext. 1
406 ESTATE SALES

966 HIDDEN LANE
GROSSE POINTE WOODS
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
MARCH 8 AND 9

9:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.
Hidden Lane is behind North High School

This is a nice sale! We have a matching sofa
and loveseat, leather sofa, bedroom furniture,
Heywood Wakefield style furniture, decoys,
men’s and women’s clothing, jewelry, artwork,
nautical and automotive prints, air hockey
table, his and her’s new Electra bikes, vintage
Schwinn Pixie tricycle, craft items, boat chairs,
nautical items and supplies, gun cases, fishing
poles, motorcycle stand, Schwinn exercise bike,
Trim Walk, large selection of toys, games and
children’s items, new lawnmower, edger, and
snowblower, lots and lots more!

Street Numbers honored at 8:30 a.m. Friday
Check out some featured items at
marciawilkestatesales.com Wednesday evening.
We accept Cash, Checks, VISA, MasterCard,

¥2L0€0

Discover, AMEX and Apple Pay

611 TRUCKS

2005 CHEVY
SILVERADO
good
transportation,
new tires,
runs good. $2,000.
or best offer.
(586)563-4660

613 WANTED T0 BUY

SEEKING USED CAR,

safe, clean title,
reliable, good mpg.
Preferences are
original owner,
hatchback, vibe,
Nissan Versa, etc.
$4,500 negotiable.
Other models
considered.
(586)822-0408

Property For Rent

PHONE: (313) 882-6900 EXT. 4

704 HOUSES-WANTED TO RENT

FORMER
Grosse Pointe
resident wishes to
rent a 4 bedroom
in Grosse Pointe
for the week/
weekend of July 27
for 3- 7 days.
Family Reunion
planned.
References
available.

R. Vorhees
(313)516-3998

HOUSES FOR RENT

105 POINTES/HARPER WOODS

WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COM
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Grosse Pointe News

Yard § Estate Sale Map

HOUSE FOR RENT
Mapleton Street,
Grosse Pointe
Farms,

NO pets,

3 bedroom, 1.5
bath, 2 car garage.
$1,700. per month.
(313)410-1222

721  VACATION RENTAL-FLA

NAPLES, FLORIDA
Beautiful Updated
2 bedroom, 2 bath
unit. Beautiful view!

Available

month of March.

Weekly or monthly.
(313)402-0585

803 CONDOS / APTS / FLATS

EAST WARREN
GROSSE POINTE
2 bedroom condo
apartment with
balcony for sale,
HOA fee $757.
As is
$17,000. CASH
/best offer.
Call (313)926-2740
if interested.

THIS WEEK

1. Marcia Wilk Estate Sale
966 Hidden Lane, GPW

See Classifieds for more details

Grosse Pointe News

:,\\‘

Classifieds: 313-882-6900 x 4

@ 2

DIRECTORY OF SERVICES

Some classifications are not required by law to be licensed. Please check with the proper state agency to verify license.

911 BRICK/BLOCK WORK [920  CHIMNEY REPAIR FLOOR SANDING / LANDSCAPERS / 944 GUTTERS 945 HANDYMAN 954 PAINTING / DECORATING 960  ROOFING SERVICES
REFINISHING TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

AN ELIMINATE
Rﬁ?eers ﬂ W' gutter cleaning
IMPROVEMENT €4 \ forever!
M Tuckoointi \ LeafFilter,
asonty + Tuckpointing MADISON POOR the most advanced NEW INSTALLATION
Porches * Walkways MAINTENANCE . . debris- blockin Roofs, Gutters
specializing in laying, sanding DAVE's gutter protectio% Repairs
313-886-8088 e andLrefl_nlstg. TREE & SHRUB schedulea ~ siding .
himn rch aminate Tree Removal/ ; i Financing Available!
Iﬁouses?, et \ﬁ,aﬁz: flooring installed. Trimming ggﬁé—&ﬁggﬁg HANDYMAN Find us on RedBaron
tuck pointing, all ~ Free estimates. Stump Grinding 20% off specializing in page 207 in Enterprises.com
Terry Yerke Gutter Cleanin . 0 Plumbing, Heating the Blue Book. (313)408-1166
MADISON masonry. Grosse g  entirepurchase. ' air conditioning EXerior Painting
Pointe resident (586)823-7753 FREE ESTIMATES - Air Conditioning, -
MAINTENANCE - ' PLUS 10% Senior & Electrical Chimneys OLDER HOME
Specializing in Free estimates. 30% WINTER Military discounts. o4 miscell Woodworking SPECIALIST
Ing Licensed and DISCOUNTS call 1(866)495-1709 and miscetianeous Electrical :
restoration of : SENIOR DISCOUNTS odd jobs. i Free Estimates
; insured. o Plumbing f
chimneys, porches,  asonvengs@ * FIREWOOD * Lifetime career All Exterior Work Decades o
houses, brick walls, mail.com GASKIN FLOOR AVAILABLE experience, Grosse Pointe experience
tuck pointing, all (3g—13)885-8525 SANDING 25 Years reference available. South Alumni working in the
masonry. Grosse  ~q| (313)402-7166 Refinishing, (586)216-0904 Call Douglas Kehrer 3 Generations Pointes.
Pointe resident. NOW OFFERING 95% dust free, Gutter at Serving ROOFING,
Free estimates. FINANCING Repairs, Replacement (586)292-5971  Grosse Pointe Area — chimney repairs
L|cgnsed and NatL_IraI/ Staining. & Repair (313)380-9961 and masonry,
insured. gg7  DEBRIS / CLUTTER Since 1987. 5 & 6 inch OLDER HOME gutters, siding,
masonrygp8se@ REMOVAL Free estimates. Gutter Guards SPECIALIST and repairs.
gmail.com (586)722-3370 Gutter Cleaning ity i - (313)354-2955
(313)885-8525 Free Estimates ~ C ) InsPection donparadowski
- H 1
Cell (313)402-7166 RedBaron repairs. Sewer  JOHN'S PANTING g 2000 2oy
NOW OFFERING WEEKLY or Enterprises.com  Cleaning, carpentry,  Interior/Exterior :
FINANCING ) Bl- WEEKLY (313)408-1166  plumbing, electrical, Repairing:
D?glnesa rFieorr&?;/al 937 FLOOR INSTALLATION Serving Grosse plaster, painting, ~ Damaged plaster,
“Hauli FIVE FOR FIGHTING ~_ Pointe and the kitchens. baths drywall, cracks,
Hauling FLOORING surrounding areas. ' ' windows
Unwanted Items Hardwood Lawn service, masonry. puttying, caulking H A v
eDumpsters craftsmen since topsoil, mulch (313)354-2955  File Avater d ;
Available d i Ire/Water damage
. d 1996. and more. donparadowski insurance work | HOME IMPROVEMENT |
.Chlmneys m i Ca” or TeXt HOME IMPROVEMENT : INCORPORATED
Installation of X @yahoo.com
ePorches Enterprises.com hardwood floors Johnny Harrison INCORPORATED All work Residential
sConcrete (313)408-1166 LVP, laminates, (313)550-3585  SEAMLESS GUTTERS KAANIIALY guaranteed Commercial
«Stonemork ceramic, and epoxy. Temper Aluminum G. P. References  paGFING EXPERTS
Vo our only goal is License/Insured | jfatime Warrant
*Tuckpointin y8 Gutter Covers . ifetime Warranty
ePatios d customer Insured Free eSt_ImateS on Sh|ng|es
eFireplaces satisfaction. Free Estimates senior Discount  Licensed & Insured
: Grew up in Grosse - i
BrickWork  DUMPSTERS  ointe, attended St (319886-0520  Aquicthomeisa 90529038 Freg Esfmates
m Paul (’)n the Lake Grosse Pointe Woods I’elaXII’]g homel Grosse Pointe Woods
Enterprises.com AVAILABLE We look forward to Eull Servi Blown in Cellulose
(313)408-1166 «Clean Outs speaking with you Lal|j1 d eg"'%e 945 HANDYMAN Insulation is
eBasement/ about your project d scaping GREEN, cost and 962  SANITATION SERVICES
Garage Clean Out Piease call Law%mh/?g\?v¥ng energy efficient.
eDebris Removal (586)318-9456 Spring Cleanup Red Baron
(313)408-1166 il Enterprises, LLC
Fertilizing Your Local ; Nt ;
Bushes Trimmed , can insulate Painting Services
o Iostalia Handyman Service your home. Interior & Exterior
Wood Rot 0 Iggnadsa on Electrical - Plumbing w Floors www.cleanup
Repair Specialists 939 GENERAL SERVICES Brick Paving ~ CRRSCISloms0tils]  Enterprises.com Drywall Clearout.com
: (313)408-1166 Plaster L ealULLLOI
Garage Landscape Design GLASS BLOCK Restoration «Clutter eDebris
Straightening Snow Remova Wood Finishing eHoardin
Deck Repairs www.cleanup (313)205-6907 Secgre your ho_np}e + Staining eBefore & After
Custom Wood eHoarding B o HA If RedBaron schedule Your
Projects eEstate Clean outs GUTTER - WINDOW replacement ENIEIPMSES.COM  Spring Cleanouts
Free Estimates Schedule Your CLEANING place - [~ HOME IMPROVEMENT | (313)408-1166 Today!
RedBaron Spring Cleanouts Insured Free Estimates. | MR ol Donation Deliver
Enterprises.com g - (313)701-2524 e y
(313)408-1166 Today! Call Tom Micoli Ask for Albin Residential 5 to 30 Yard
51030 Yard (313)656-9402 WEEKLY LAWN Commercial Driveway Safe
Driveway Safe CUTTING INSULATION 957 PLUMBING Dumpsters
Dumpsters . ~ EXPERTS & INSTALLATION Avallable
Avallable No large riding Licensed & Insured (313)886-3330
(313)886-3330 mowers Free Estimates Grosse Pointe
Grosse Pointe 943 LANDSCAPERS / Senior Discounts (313)886-0520 Based Since 2007
Based Since 2007 LML starting at $20, Cut, V\Ille're your Grosse Pointe Woods
929 DRYWALL / PLASTERING T;'c%'sgﬂgsélﬂgfe”d”/p list hg?,(?fmem 954 PAINTING / DECORATING Plumbing
installed Let us help you with Diagnosis
H A llr 3 yard minimum any plumbing, '“Sgg'r')g?ron
trica
$300. eectrica,
HOME IMPROVEMENT Mulch |nsta”ed Carpentry and HOt \évnaatﬁlrn-ganks
INCORPORATED all colors ! much more. Reds
1OrS. RedBaron redBaron
(313)886-0520 Free Estimates, Enterprises.com Enterprises.com
TREE REMOVAL (586)563-4660 (313)408-1166 (313)408-1166
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| SPORTS

SOUTH:

Continued from page 3D

into the fourth.

The Blue Devils pro-
vided the game’s most
flashy highlight to
open the final quarter.
At the 7:20 mark,
Richards drove down
the court and flipped a
perfect alley-oop pass
to senior Nate Davey,
who jammed the ball
home for a 38-35 lead.

A minute later, King
hit a three to tie things
up at 38. South then
held a 40-38 lead for
the next two minutes
with neither team scor-
ing but playing aggres-
sive defense, especially
freshman Kooper
Richards, who created
good chaos for South
by getting jump balls
called or forcing King
turnovers.

South had trouble
finding the net all
quarter long and began
to see its season slip
away with about two
minutes left.

King pulled ahead by
sinking an athletic
fade-away jumper over

two South defenders to
give the Crusaders a
41-40 lead that they
never relinquished.
Vashon missed a three-
point attempt on
South’s next posses-
sion, after which the
teams exchanged
fouls. After the Blue
Devils inbounded the
ball under their own
basket, King made a
monster block on a
shot attempt. With the
ball back, the
Crusaders cruised
down the court for the
score and a foul. Up
43-40 with 1:14 left,
King sank the free
throw to go up 44-40.
The Crusaders scored
again and South scored
one last time for a
46-42 final.

Benard told his team
afterwards that
although the early exit
stings, the players
made the most of the
personnel they had
since South is in a
closed district, with no
ability to recruit like
many of their oppo-
nents do.

“I told my guys after-
wards, we got 15 kids

all from the same zip
code, and, you know,
we’re ranked in every
publication.”

He also recognized
the efforts of senior
co-captains Davey and
Karter Richards, who
had seven and 22
points respectively in
the district semifinal.
Richards also had
eight rebounds and
will move on to play at
Lake Superior State
University next sea-
son.

“As a four-year var-
sity player, (Karter’s)
level of communica-
tion and leadership
within the team, the
guys just feed off that,”
he said. “...he wasn’t
going to go out without
a fight. I was expecting
a huge game from
him.”

Benard, who was
named MAC Red
Coach of the Year last
week, said he is proud
of his team’s style of
play and reactions
from opponents and
fans.

“People left the gym
(tonight) and they’re
not talking about King.

They’re talking about
Grosse Pointe South,”
he said. “That’s kind of
how I feel when we
play. We’re such a
unique dynamic team.
We have some athleti-
cism. We get some
dunks. We bang some
threes. We get some
steals. We do some
things. And our offense
and our half court sets
are really good.

“I just love when
people watch us play,
they’re like, ‘oh man,
that was a good game.’”

Though South fell
short of repeating as
district champion,
Benard said it’s all
eyes ahead at the off-
season work, which
starts now.

“...This is all about
building a program
and putting the best
possible product on
the floor and working
hard in practice and
getting better,” he

Richards
Reigns

Senior Karter Richards,
who is set to play at Division
II Lake Superior State
University next season,
leaves the Grosse Pointe

South’s basketball program

as one of its most prolific

athletes. He joined the var-
sity squad as a freshman,
playing in 77 games. Over

his career, he averaged 28.6

minutes, 2.5 steals and nearly
5 rebounds 17 points per
game. He scored his 1,000th
career point Jan. 4, against
L’Anse Creuse North. He
holds two program records
for most two-point field goals
made (353) and most steals in
a season (80 in 2023-24).

He capped off his senior
season as MAC Red MVP
and was named to first team
All-Conference. Current
teammates Tory James
joined him with first team

said.

South finished 10-0
in the MAC Red regu-
lar season, 18-5 overall
and won the MAC Red
tournament champion-
ship.

All-Conference honors and
Nate Davey earned second-team league hon-
ors. Vince Vachon was named honorable men-
tion All-League.

Karter Richards leaves South as a member of
the 1,000-point club.

PHOTO BY MEG LEONARD

HITS & HIGHLIGHTS

Here are more of this
week’s sports highlights
from around the Pointes:

PHOTO COURTESY OF GROSSE POINTE SOUTH

SOUTH
STAFF VS. STUDENTS

Student council members from Grosse Pointe South’s class of 2024 hosted its second annual
Staff vs. Students basketball tournament fundraiser Thursday, Feb. 29, with the staff outlasting

the students 33-25 in a winner-take-all championship game.

All proceeds from the tournament will go toward South’s Class of 2024 and will be used for
class-sponsored events and leadership camps. With a mix of players and staff from North and
South, six teams participated in the event, including two senior teams, one junior team, one

sophomore team, one freshmen team and the staff team.

Pictured above, from left, are staff and students from the championship game, including South
senior Joey Michelotti, South junior Vince Vachon, North junior Leo Perettie, South senior Nate
Davey, North’s athletic trainer Brigette Scarber, and teachers Leslie Dolle, Shannon Sugamele,

Kendra Caralis, Scott Peltier and Peter Loch.

Does your team have a newsworthy quick hit or highlight from the week to share?

Send it along to mleonard@grossepointenews.com.

City of (Bromse Jlointe, Michigan

2024 MARCH BOARD OF REVIEW

The 2024 March Board of Review will convene in the City Hall at 17147 Maumee Avenue,
Grosse Pointe, MI 48230.

The meeting is scheduled as follows:

RGANIZATIONAL MEETI
March 18,2024 @ 1:00 PM

APPEAL HEARINGS
March 18,2024 @ 1:30 PM to 9:00 PM
March 19,2024 @ 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM

Other hearing dates and times may be scheduled as needed. Hearings are by appointment only.
COMPLETED 2024 BOARD OF REVIEW PETITIONS ARE NECESSARY, and must be
submitted to the Assessor’s Office, prior to your appointment. The deadline for submitting
petitions for all persons wishing to appeal before the Board of Review is Tuesday, March 19,
2024.

A resident or non-resident taxpayer may file a petition with the Board of Review without the
requirement of a personal appearance by the taxpayer and done by a representative. An agent
must have written authority to represent the owner and it must be submitted to the Board of
Review on the form prescribed by the assessor’s office. Written petitions must be received
by the end of day Tuesday, March 19, 2024 to be reviewed by the Board. Postmarks are not
accepted.

Copies of the notices stating the dates and times of the meetings will be posted and published
in the local newspaper.

All Board of Review meetings are open meetings in compliance with the “Open Meetings Act”.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the Assessor’s Office at (313) 885-5800.

GPN: 02/29/24.03/07/24,03/14/24

SOAR DETROIT/
EAGLE SPORTS

TOPGOLF
FUNDRAISER

Dust off those golf clubs and
help support two worthy local
charities from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Thursday, March 14, at Topgolf in Auburn
Hills. The event will raise money for Eagle
Sports Club and SOAR Detroit tutoring
program.
Eagle Sports Club was founded in 1999 to
serve families on the east side of Detroit by
building relationships through sports. The
organization serves roughly 1,000
participants in six leagues for kids ages 4 to
14.In 2005, the Eagle Sports team
introduced SOAR, a literacy program for kids
on Detroit’s east side, with just 15 students.
Since then the program has served about
150 kids annually, with each child’s reading
improving by an average of two grade levels
in each year of tutoring.
Golfers have the option to form a team at the
fundraiser, golf
individually, sponsor
a hole-in-one, birdie
or par, or attend the
event as a non-golfer
and mingle with
attendees.

For more information, scan
the QR code above.

city of Brosse Jdointe Jdark, Michigan

CITY OF GROSSE POINTE PARK
2024 MARCH BOARD OF REVIEW

The City of Grosse Pointe Park will be conducting the 2022 March Board of Review and will
convene in the City Hall at 15115 East Jefferson, Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 48230.

The regular Board of Review schedule is as follows:

Organizational Meeting
March 12,2024 1:00 PM

Appeal Hearings
March 12,2024 1:30 PM to 9:00 PM

March 26, 2024 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM

Hearing dates and times may be scheduled as needed. In person hearings are by appointment
only and write in petitions will be accepted. COMPLETED 2024 BOARD OF REVIEW
PETITIONS (L-4035 FORMS) ARE NECESSARY, and must be filled out entirely prior
to your appointment or petition drop off. The deadline for submitting petitions for all persons
wishing to appeal before the Board of Review is by Tuesday, March 26, 2024.

A resident or non-resident taxpayer may file a petition with the Board of Review without
the requirement of a personal appearance by a taxpayer representative. An agent must have
written authority to represent the owner and it must be submitted to the Board of Review on the
form prescribed by the assessor’s office. Written petitions must be received by the Assessor’s
office end of day Tuesday, March 28, 2023 to be reviewed by the Board. Postmarks are not
accepted.

More information on Board of Review dates and times of the meetings will be posted on
the city website.

All Board of Review meetings are open meetings in compliance with the “Open Meetings Act”.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the Assessor’s Office at (313) 822-6200

GPN: 2/22/24,2/29/24, 3/7/24
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