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26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com
$$1,9951,995 Down

$0 fi rst payment

$$1,9951,995**

per month,
24 months

No Appointments Necessary for Oil Changes

Like us on 
Facebook

$$169 169 **
2024 Encore 2024 Encore 
GX PreferredGX Preferred

$$169 169 **

051624

*24month lease.10,000 miles per year, plus tax, title, plate.
See Salesperson for details. Expires 5/31/24.

Purchase a 2024 for
$24,349 Stock #B541445

Former Courtesy Vehicle

26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com
$169*

per mo. 24 Months

No Appointments Necessary for Oil ChangesLike us on 
Facebook

051624

*Pricing is priced on 24 month lease. 10,000 miles per year, plus
tax, title, plate. See Salesperson for details. Expires 5/31/24.

$1,995*

Down
Purchase a 2024 for

$24,549 Stock #543112

2024 Chevy Equinox LS2024 Chevy Equinox LS

pp y ff gFacebook

*Pr***
taxtatt

See 
our 
LIFE 
section

DEVICE
-FREE
FUN!
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Standards Link: Life Science: Understand the origin and uses of food products.

Corn is used in more than 3,500 ways. To name just a few, there is 

corn starch, corn syrup, corn oil, popcorn and good old eating corn. 

Corn is even used to make a kind of fuel called ethanol. Most of the corn grown is dent corn, also called 

field corn. Dent corn is picked dry and used 

mostly for livestock feed and ethanol.

Another popular corn is sw
eet corn. Sweet corn 

is sw
eeter and juicier than dent corn and is 

the kind we eat!

Corn seeds are planted 

in the spring. Corn 

seeds are called 

kernels.

In the spring, farmers 

wait until th
e _______ 

is warm before planting 

corn. The corn kernels 

need warm soil and 

spring ________ to 

start growing.

In the fall, corn plants 

stop __________. The 

plants turn brown, and 

the _____ point down. 

Farmers wait for the 

ears of corn to dry, and 

then they harvest.

Farmers sh

to custom

_____ th

and ge

agai

During the summer, farmers 

care for their corn plants. 

They make sure they get 

enough ________. They 

check for weeds, diseases and 

insects that could ________ 

the plants. It 
takes science to 

grow healthy corn crops!

With water and warmth, corn 

grows about 2 inches a day. 

Corn ___________ usually 

grow to about 8 feet tall. The 

tallest sta
lk on record was 

about 45 feet tall—nearly as 

tall as a four-sto
ry building!

Which of these things are partly 

made of corn? 

Batteries          M
atches           D

iapers ANSWER: All of them!

Corn for many centuries was picked by hand. But th

many inventions that help farmers.

One machine combines several farming jobs in o

 
the corn stalks and then brings them thro

 
This machine then separates the kernels

 
plant. The machine is called a:

= B
= C
= E
= I
= M
= N
= O

Corn was first 

grown in this country 

more than 9,000 years ago: 

The letters along the correct 

path through the corn 

maze reveals the 

answer!

M

E
X

J

U

B

T

Y

I
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Can you find each ear 

of corn’s tw
in?

of cornrr

Wor
us

Engage little minds 
and hearts with 
Kid Scoop

More than 100 trees found new homes on Grosse Pointe lawns during the inau-
gural Grosse Pointe Tree Sale in partnership with Willoway Nurseries earlier 
this month. In light of its success, another wholesale tree sale is being planned 
for the fall. Pictured are event organizers, from left, Dr. Seth Krupp, City of 
Grosse Pointe councilman and liaison to the Urban Forestry Commission; Suzy 
Berschback, Farms resident; Rick Whitney, Urban Forestry Commission chair-
person; and Ed Gotfredson, Grosse Pointe Farms Foundation trustee.

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — Thomas 
Vaughn, a member of city 
council since 2021, 
passed away Saturday, 
May 11, after a year-long 
battle with pancreatic 
cancer.

“We’ve known about it 
for a while, but this was a 
surprise,” Mayor Art 
Bryant said. “We thought 
he was doing OK.”

Vaughn, 68,  was 
appointed to council in 

2021 to fill a vacancy, 
then elected to a four-
year term that November.

“He was a wonderful 
guy and a longtime mem-
ber of the planning com-
mission,” Bryant said. 
“That’s why we appointed 
him to council.”

Vaughn lived in the 
Woods 42 years. He 
joined the Dykema law 
fi rm in 1980 after earning 
undergraduate and law 
d e g r e e s  f r o m 
Georgetown University 
in Washington, D.C. 

“He just received an 
award last Monday,” 

City councilman passes away
By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — Residents 
and visitors will have two 
options to choose from in 
the coming months after 
city council approved 
two social districts at its 
meeting Monday, May 6.

Council voted 5-0 on 
t h e  m a t t e r ,  w i t h 

C o u n c i l m e n  T o d d 
McConaghy and Thomas 
Vaughn absent.

Social districts became 
legal under Public Act 
124 of 2020, as a way to 
help businesses strug-
gling through the pan-
demic while allowing 
people to socially dis-
tance themselves. The 
districts are allowed in 
commercial areas with 

at least two qualified 
businesses that have a 
Class C liquor license 
and can serve open alco-
holic beverages. 

Drinks must be served 
in plastic cups no larger 
than 16 ounces and 
clearly marked with the 
business name and 
social district logo. 

Woods approves social districts
By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — The War 
Memoria l ’ s  f i rs t 
Memorial Day service 
was held May 30, 1949, 
just two months after the 
Russell A. Alger Jr., estate 
became a public space.

Fast forward 75 years 
and the veteran-focused 
community organization 
will hold its annual 
Memorial Day ceremony 
Monday, May 27, begin-
ning at 10 a.m. 

Held on the lakefront 
lawn and set to the back-

Historic marker to be 
dedicated during 
Memorial Day service
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— City offi cials revised 
their request for a state 
grant to fund part of the 
proposed renovation of 
the Charlevoix business 
district streetscape.

Proposed work is 
within the Tax Increment 
Finance Authority dis-
trict and, therefore, is 
mainly a TIFA project.

Revisions comported 
with a request by 
Michigan Department of 
Transportation officials 
in accordance with the 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Alternatives Program, or 

TAP.
“As part of the review 

process, the MDOT 
asked for several clarify-
ing questions and docu-
ments which have been 
addressed by the city,” 
Warren Rothe, TIFA 
director and assistant 
city manager reported to 
the city council April 29.

S t a t e  o f f i c i a l s 
requested the following 
be added to a Feb. 12 
council resolution sup-
porting TIFA’s funding 
effort:

◆ the city commit to 
owning, operating, fund-
ing and maintaining the 
planned streetscape and

◆ be responsible for 

engineering, permitting, 
administrat ion and 
potential cost overruns.

Both requests were 
much ado about nothing.

“The commitment to 
operate and maintain the 
streetscape is no differ-
ent from current prac-
tice,” Rothe said. “As a 
public right-of-way, the 
city is already responsi-
ble for the perpetual 
maintenance and opera-
tion of the project area.”

Members of the TIFA 
board hope to obtain up 
to $1.4 million in TAP 
grants to partially fund 
$3.8 million worth of 

More paperwork needed 
for Park’s grant application
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

COURTESY PHOTO

The Revolutionary War Patriots marker will be ded-
icated during The War Memorial’s Memorial Day 
service Monday, May 27.

COURTESY PHOTO

Branching out

Thomas Vaughn

See VAUGHN, page 2A

See SOCIAL, page 2A

See GRANT, page 2A

See MARKER, page 3A

Home: Grosse Pointe Woods
Longtime basketball assistant
gives her all for North athletics

Pointer of
INTEREST

See story, page 4A

Melissa ChampinepMelissa Champine
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15139 KERCHEVAL, GROSSE POINTE PARK

313-822-5800313-822-5800

106 Years

FREE Pick-up & Delivery in the Pointes

051624

051624

(586) 775-7472
21707 Harper Avenue
Saint Clair Shores
Equipment Sales & Service

Time for a tune-up?
We will pick up and deliver your 
equipment! Call for details.

Forton’s
Mower Service

is virtual, so participate anytime in June, from 
anywhere. Join a team, or make your own!

REGISTER or 
DONATE to 

bring comfort & 
joy to children

receiving
Palliative Care

run-walk-roll.org

JOIN US FOR THE 6TH ANNUAL

BENEFITTINGBENEBE FITTINGING

Help make a difference in the lives of children 
facing terminal or serious illness. Every dollar 

donated will bring comfort and hope! The event 

l k diff i h li f hild

JJJJJuuunnneeeee 111-333330000,, 222200022244444JJJuuunneeee 11 3330,, 22202244

051624

Bryant said. “That’s why 
he wasn’t at the council 
meeting.”

He received a lifetime 
achievement award from 
the Association for 

Corporate Growth’s 
Detroit chapter for his 
work on mergers and 
acquisitions.

“Tom was very inquisi-
tive,” Bryant said. “He 
was always paying atten-
tion to the fi ner points of 
what we did as a council.

“He was a very good 

man and will be missed,” 
Bryant added. “Our 
hearts go out to his fam-
ily.”

Council as of press 
time had not decided on 
a timeline to name 
Vaughn’s replacement. 
His obituary can be found 
on page 6B.

VAUGHN:
Continued from page 1A

Municipalities also must 
establish common areas 
where beverages can be 
consumed and put sig-
nage at the boundaries.

Beverages purchased 
at one permit-holder 
cannot be taken onto the 
premises of another per-
mit holder and must be 
consumed in designated 
common areas.

“We discussed this last 
year and the businesses 
wanted to talk about how 
it would be created and 
maintained,” planner 
Brigitte Wolf of McKenna 
Associates said. “We’re 
recommending two sepa-
rate commons areas.”

Wolf told council last 
year that having two dis-
tricts would be safer so 
people would not be 
crossing Vernier while 
drinking.

The common area for 
the northern social dis-
trict will include the 
sidewalk rights-of-way 
along Mack north of 
Vern ier ,  inc lud ing 
pedestrian crossings at 
Anita and Ridgemont, as 
well as Chene-Trombley 
Park.

Businesses that have 
said they will participate 
include Telly’s Place, 
Ferlito’s, Pendy’s and 
Someday Brewing.

The city hall district 
common area wi l l 
include the front lawn of 
city hall ,  s idewalk 
rights-of-way along 
Mack and pedestrian 
crossings at Lochmoor, 
Torrey and Cook.

Businesses that intend 
to participate include 
Bucci, Mack Avenue 
G r i l l e ,  S a l v a t o r e 
Scallopini, Crispelli’s 
and Da Edoardo.

“This is a way to 
increase foot traffi c and 
encourage window shop-
ping,” Wolf said.

Mayor Art Bryant said 
businesses that do not 
sell alcohol or food can 
apply for a permit indi-
cating they would allow 
people with alcohol to 
enter their store to 
browse or shop.

The districts will oper-
ate 1 to 10 p.m. Thursday 
through Sunday from 
May to October. They 
could begin as early as 
next month once busi-
nesses get proper per-
mi t t ing  f rom the 
Michigan Liquor Control 
Commission and the city.

“The 1 p.m. start both-

ers me and I’m not sure 
a b o u t  S u n d a y s , ” 
Councilwoman Vicki 
Granger said. “That 
seems like an awful lot. 
Maybe we should start 
with baby steps and 
revisit this in the fall.”

Granger referenced 
neighboring St. Clair 
Shores, which holds its 
social  distr ict  two 
Saturdays a month May 
through October at Nine 
Mile and Greater Mack.

Janell O’Keefe, whose 
h u s b a n d  A n t h o n y 
Kilimas owns Someday 
Brewing, noted during 
public comment that 
having more options is 
easier on businesses.

“When it’s only a cou-
ple times a month it 
draws much bigger 
crowds,” she said. 
“Businesses have to staff 
up and order extra sup-
plies.”

SOCIAL:
Continued from page 1A

improvements to the 
Charlevoix streetscape.

“If awarded a grant, the 
city will receive a condi-
tional commitment,” 
Rothe said. “The condi-
tional commitment is less 
lengthy, lines up with the 
targeted constitution 
year of 2026 and will 
allow additional funding 
sources to be secured.”

TIFA anticipates hav-
ing approximately $2 
million cash on hand to 
pay toward construction 
in 2026, Rothe told the 
council Feb. 12.

“When combined with 
a $1.4 million grant, 
(there is) an estimated 
funding shortfall of 
$400,000,” he said at the 
time.

Proposals for the 
Charlevoix commercial 
district feature:

◆ narrower roads, 
intended to slow traffi c;

◆ wider sidewalks with 

crosswalk bump-outs at 
intersections to make it 
easier and safer to cross 
the road, as in The Village 
district in the City of 
Grosse Pointe;

◆ curbless roads, 
which promote fl exibility 
for outdoor dining in 
empty roadside parking 
bays and effectively 
widen the sidewalk when 
no vehicles are parked at 
the side of the road;

◆ increased greenery 
and decorative pave-
ments for beautifi cation 
and to buffer curb lines 
and

◆ bicycle racks, better 
lighting, pocket parks, 
wayfinding signs and 
decorative pavement.

Estimated costs for a 
comparable renovation of 
the Kercheval commer-
cial district streetscape 
total $3.9 million.

An aspect of the 
Kercheval plan is modify-
ing the roundabout at the 
intersection of Wayburn 
to allow access by larger 
vehicles.

Continued from page 1A

GRANT:

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— The crew of Le Griffon 
could have made it easier 
for themselves.

Instead of the back-
breaking, blister-burst-
ing work of kedging up 
what is now the Detroit 
River in 1679 and into the 
northern Great Lakes, 
they could have taken a 
break and had hamburg-
ers at the Windmill 
Pointe Park concession 
stand.

They could have 
dropped anchor off the 
big point of land on the 
western side of a broad 
expanse of water thereaf-
ter honoring Saint Clare 
of Assisi and watched a 
movie at Windmill’s 
Okulski Family Theatre. 
And caught some sun on 
the deck outside the 
Meade Fitness Center. Or 
played tennis on one of 
four lighted courts, went 
swimming  in  the 
450,000-gallon pool or 
practiced putting on a 
green at Patterson Park.

That’s fantasy, of 
course, because the cap-
tain and crew weren’t 
residents of Grosse 
Pointe Park. Windmill, 
the Park’s 15-acre active 
municipal park; and 
Matthew C. Patterson 
Park, a relatively passive 
setting, are reserved for 
Park residents and their 
guests.

Summer hours at 
Windmill are 7 a.m. to 11 
p.m. Memorial Day 
through Labor Day. 
Summer hours at 22.4-
acre Patterson, located 
on Essex at the foot of 
Three Mile Drive, are 7 
a.m. to dusk.

“In most municipalities 
I know of, you have to 
pay to use the city’s 
swimming pool,” said 
Chad Craig, director of 
parks and recreation. 
“We offer ours free to 
residents. We have two 
movie theaters, a fi tness 
center, full-size gymna-
sium, two nice locker 
rooms, a concession 
stand and a dog park. We 
fi t all these amenities into 
two parks that are on the 

lake. There might be 
some parks in other cities 
that are similar, but I 
don’t know of any quite 
like ours. We’re lucky 
and fortunate to have 
them.”

Entry to the parks is by 
a pass issued to resi-
dents. Obtain park pass 
applications in person at 
city hall or the park gate-
houses. Applications also 
are available online 
at grossepointepark.org. 
Click the recreation 
department option.

Now that the pandemic 
is over, recreation pro-
grams that had to be put 
on hold are back.

Program highlights 
and offerings this year 
are:

◆ Swimming lessons in 
two two-week sessions 
for levels one and three. 
Session one is June 17 to 
20. Session two is July 8 
to 19.

◆ Windmill has four 
tennis courts. Six-week 
tennis classes for begin-
ners and advanced play-
ers are Tuesday through 
Friday from 9 a.m. to 

noon on dates to be 
determined.

◆ “We also have the 
Mutants swim team, 
which is probably our 
biggest program in terms 
of participation,” Craig 
said. “We usually have 
over 200 swimmers.” 
This year’s Lakefront 
Swimming Association 
prelim and fi nals are at 
Windmill.

◆ Windmill’s children’s 
pool and playground.

“We have a big, new 
and popular playground 
that the Grosse Pointe 
Park Foundation gener-
ously donated,” Craig 
said.

◆ Plans are still being 
made to repair the wood 
playscape at Patterson 
Park, built about 30 
years ago by resident 
volunteers.

“We have the material 
in,” Craig said. “It will be 
power washed and 
cleaned, followed by 
sealing and staining the 
structure. They are work-
ing on the dates to see 
how many volunteers 
they can get.”

◆ Patterson has three 
outdoor  p ick leba l l 
courts.

“We started offering 
drop-in pickleball (this 
month), which is on 
Wednesdays 6 to 8 p.m. 
and Saturdays 9 to 11 
a.m.,” Craig said. “We 
also have color-coding 
touchup and crack repair 
scheduled for the pickle-
ball courts. Once we 
complete that, we’re 
going to try to offer late 
summer and early fall 
leagues.”

◆ An adult coed out-
door volleyball league 
starts July 11, Tuesday 
through Thursday nights.

“Usually, we have 
about 15 to 20 teams par-
ticipate,” Craig said. “At 
times it’s more of a social 
event than a competitive 
league.”

◆ Karate camps. “We 
don’t have specifi c dates 
set for that,” Craig said.

◆ There are about 200 
names on the waiting list 
to rent a boat slip at 
Windmill marina, which 
has a total of 270 wells.

◆ The list of people 

waiting to rent a kayak 
rack at Patterson has 
about 40 names.

◆ The After 6 on 
Kercheval street parties 
return this year June 22, 
July 27, and Aug. 24, 6 to 
10 p.m. on Kercheval 
between Maryland and 
Nottingham.

◆ Craig said there’s a 
good possibility the sin-
gle-day Knapsacker 
Camp will resume.

“We have children ages 
3 to 8 years old come 
down between from 9 
a.m. to noon, and another 
gathering from 1 to 4 
p.m.” Craig said. “They’ll 
do activities in the park, 
swim and play on the 
playground. We’ll have a 
lead instructor and assis-
tant instructors. That 
program was put on hold 
when the pandemic hit. 
We feel we’re able to 
bring it back if we have 
the staffi ng.”

Most knapsacking 
activities are at Windmill 
Pointe Park.

“There will be days 
they meet at Paterson as 
well,” Craig said.

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Park’s parks are packed with attractions

CITY OF GROSSE POINTE —
Main Street Grosse Pointe is 
aiming to collect far more than 
$200 as it launches its fi rst major 
fundraising event, Main-opoly, 
from 6 to 9 p.m. Thursday, May 
30.  

The Monopoly-themed eve-
ning on St. Clair at Kercheval 
will feature a strolling, light din-
ner from restaurants in and out-
side of The Village, themed 
cocktails, a DJ and a photo 
booth, alongside games of 

chance. 
“We are going to have every-

body, when they come to the 
door, get a chance card and the 
chance card might be a free 
drink, but it also might be, ‘Pay 
$10 to help support the cause,’” 
said Betsy Enders, Main-opoly 
organizer and co-owner of 
Small Favors.

The chance card also could be 
a “Get out of jail free” card.  

For any donation amount, 
attendees will have the opportu-
nity to place others in a jail cell 

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Main-opoly fundraiser to fi ll community chest

See MAIN, page 5A
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PRESENTED BY AHEE JEWELERS

RAFFLE TICKETS
Raffle tickets for the 43rd Annual Capuchin Souper Summer Celebration 

are $5 each and may be purchased by phone or in-person at:

Edmund T. Ahee Jewelers
Capuchin Soup Kitchen

100% of proceeds go directly to the Capuchin Soup Kitchen.

Ahee diamond tennis bracelet 

in 18k white gold

Retail $4,850

Shinola GMT bracelet watch in steel

Retail $1,995

RAFFLE HIGHLIGHTS

For more information and a full list of prizes  ahee.com/capuchin

R74670

Join us for a night of celebration 
at Comerica Park to benefit the 

Capuchin Soup Kitchen

Saturday, June 1st 
Doors open at 7:30 p.m. 

Live music and entertainment featuring

 Your Generation in Concert.

Food and libations available. Fireworks show at dusk. 
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26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com

No Appointments Necessary for Oil Changes
Like us on 
Facebook

per
month

1

$$109 *$$109  109  ** $1,995 Down

$0 1st payment
24 Months

Stock #G540897

Former courtesy vehiclePurchase for $26,729

05
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2024 TERRAIN SLE2024 TERRAIN SLE

*24 month lease. 10,000 miles per year, plus tax, title, plate. See Salesperson for details.  
Expires 5/31/24.

MONDAY, MAY 20

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Public School System Committees 
United in Diversity meeting, 6 p.m. 

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods City Council meeting, 7 p.m.
 ◆ Grosse Pointe Farms City Council meeting, 7 p.m.
 ◆ City of Grosse Pointe City Council meeting, 7 p.m.
 ◆ Grosse Pointe Park Planning Commission meeting, 

7 p.m.

TUESDAY, MAY 21

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Shores Parks Committee meeting, 
4 p.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Public School System Curriculum 
Committee meeting, 6 p.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Shores City Council meeting, 7 p.m.

THURSDAY, MAY 23

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Library Board of Trustees meeting, 
6:30 p.m. at Ewald, 15175 E. Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

SATURDAY, MAY 25

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Park Beautifi cation Commission 
Adopt-a-Garden gardening event, 9 a.m. to noon at 
Patterson Park.

The Week Ahead

drop of “Les Braves II: At 
Water’s Edge” — a D-Day 
remembrance sculpture 
— the ceremony will 
include musical tributes 
and remarks of remem-
brance and honor, as well 
as a recitation of the 
names of Grosse Pointe 
residents who lost their 
lives in service to the 
country.

The planned keynote 
speaker is Daughters of 
the American Revolution 
State Regent Kelly 
VanWormer as, new this 
year, will be the dedica-
tion of a Revolutionary 
War Patriots marker by 
the Louisa St. Clair 
Chapter of the DAR in 
Grosse Pointe.

“The marker will be 
dedicated as we refl ect on 
the sacrifi ces our veter-
ans have made for us,” 
said Deann Newman, 
treasurer of the local 
chapter, in a press 
release. “Memorial Day 
at The War Memorial is a 
huge family event that 
has been going on for so 
many years. Our commu-
nity is blessed to have 
The War Memorial do 
this.”

The fi rst Revolutionary 
War Patriots marker in 
Grosse Pointe Farms was 
placed at Joy Bells Park 
last September, in antici-
pation of the country’s 
250th anniversary in 
2026. 

“We are fortunate to 
have two markers 
approved for Grosse 
Pointe Farms,” Newman 
said. “The way our com-
munity is situated and 
with The War Memorial’s 
reputation of what they 
are doing to honor veter-
ans, we thought it was 

time to get a second one.”
The annual Memorial 

Day service is free and 
open to the public, but 
registration — at war
m e m o r i a l . o r g / e v e n t
calendar11/memorialday 
— is required.  

“On Memorial Day, we 
pay homage to those 
whose lives were sacri-
fi ced in battle and con-
fl ict,” said Maria Miller, 

War Memorial president 
and CEO. “To take one 
day to pay tribute to those 
that gave so much is the 
very least we can do as 
Americans. We are also 
excited and honored that 
the DAR will be dedicat-
ing a historical marker on 
that day to be perma-
nently placed within the 
beaut i fu l  Veterans 
Garden on our campus.”

MARKER:
Continued from page 1A

Motown 
Makeover 
Volunteers gave themselves a work-
out during last Saturday’s Motor City 
Makeover. Grosse Pointe Park resi-
dents helping clean the Alter Road 
border with Detroit are, from left, 
Park Mayor Michele Hodges, 
Councilman Brent Dreaver, 
Alexandra Turnbull, Tatiana Grant, 
Ben Gardner, City Manager Nick 
Sizeland, Jaime Rae Turnbull, Wayne 
Kvintus and, sitting on the cooler, 
Kanon Lefi ef.
“We really cleaned the place up,” said 
Dreaver, chairman of the Engagement 
Committee. “We weed whipped so 
hard, we had to replace some of the 
strings. Mayor Hodges was a beast 
with the mini-chainsaw. We couldn’t 
get it out of her hands. There were 
sidewalks you couldn’t really walk on 
Alter. We made it so there were nice, 
clear paths with nice lines of sight.”

COURTESY PHOTO

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — Tears, hugs 
and stories of loved ones 
filled the room as the 
Community  Tree 
Commission held its 41st 
annual memorial tree 
dedication ceremony 
Wednesday, May 1.

A dozen people were 
honored, with memories 
of some shared by family 
members.

Michael Adkins — 
Hornbeam at DPW 
headquarters

“Working for the DPW 
was like family to him,” 
said Todd DeMand, one 
of Adkins’ four brothers. 
“It was a second home to 

him.”
Gary Guidas — Dawn 

redwood at DPW head-
quarters

Albert and Dorothy 
Kyselka — Locust at 
Lake Front Park

Jim Lamoureux — 
Sycamore at Lake Front 
Park

“We loved to hike and 
had been to places like 
Hawaii and Costa Rica to 
do it,” said Kathy 
Fulgenzi, who was mar-
ried to Lamoureux 42 
years. “When he was fac-
ing health challenges, we 
used to walk at the park.”

John Mueller — Silver 
maple at Ghesquiere 
Park

“John was a pillar of 
strength, a loving hus-

band and a devoted 
father,” said Tony 
Rubino, Mueller’s father-
in-law. “He touched 
countless lives coaching 
baseball and hockey.”

John Neuman — 
Silver maple at Lake 
Front Park

“We now have four 
trees at Lake Front,” 
Neuman’s widow, Kathy 
Neuman, said. “Twelve 
years ago our identical 
triplet grandsons were 
stillborn and we picked 
out three pine trees by 
the tennis courts. This is 
a gorgeous grandfather 
tree overlooking our trip-
let pines.”

Pat  Reardon — 
European linden at 
Sweeney Park

“Dad always wanted a 
son but had four daugh-
ters,” Debbie Perkins 
said of her father. “That’s 
why every dog he ever 
had was a male.”

Louis Snyder — Locust 
at Ghesquiere Park

The commission also 
plans to dedicate trees at 
the corner of Mack and 
Vernier in honor of three 
members who passed 
away last year — Ted 
Colborn Jr., Robert 
Greening Jr. and Peter 
Groschner.

Under the memorial 
program, friends and 
family can pick out a tree 
at one of the city’s parks 
and pay $180 to install a 
marker on the ground in 
front of the tree.

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

Tears, trees and tales



GROSSE POINTE NEWS, MAY 16, 2024

4A  |  POINTER OF INTEREST

Model:1500010 E-315 LP
Min. Ad Price

$799
Porcelain EnameledCast Iron Grates

MACOMB COUNTY
21915 Greater Mack 

St. Clair Shores
Between 8 & 9 Mile

586.285.5634586.285.5634

OAKLAND COUNTY
616 S. Lapeer Rd. 

Lake Orion
Just North of Clarkston Rd.

248.289.1065248.289.1065
Hours:

Monday — Friday: 9:30-5:30 
Saturday: 10-3 
Sunday: Closed

www.shoresfi replace.com

05
16

24

PoPPPPoPPoPoPoPPoPoPoPPoPPPPoPP rcrcrcrcrcrcrrcrcrcrcrcrr eeeeeeeeee
aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaasssssssssss

k 
h fi l

rcrcrcrrrrcrcrcrrrrc
CaCaCaCaCaCaCCaCCaCCaCaCaCaCCCC

*Free Assembly Delivery on Grills 
over $499. See store for details.

05
16

24

USPS 230-400

PUBLISHED EVERY
THURSDAY BY

WEEKLY BUGLE, LLC

16980 KERCHEVAL AVE.
GROSSE POINTE, MI 48230

PHONE: (313) 882-6900

PERIODICAL POSTAGE PAID at Detroit, 
Michigan and additional mailing offi ces.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: $49.50 per year 
via mail in the Metro area, $70 outside.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
Grosse Pointe News, 16980 Kercheval, 
Grosse Pointe, MI 48230.

The deadline for news copy is 3 p.m. 
Monday.

Advertising proof deadline is 5:00 p.m. 
Friday.

CORRECTIONS AND ADJUSTMENTS:
Responsibility for display and classifi ed 
advertising errors is limited to either 
cancellation of the charge for or a 
rerun of the portion in error. Notifi cation 
must be given in time for correction 
in the following issue. We assume no 
responsibility of the same after the fi rst 
insertion.

THE GROSSE POINTE NEWS reserves 
the right not to accept an advertiser’s 
order. Grosse Pointe News advertising 
representatives have no authority to 
bind this newspaper. Only publication of 
an advertisement shall constitute fi nal 
acceptance of the advertiser’s order.

Listing every position 
she has held would lead 
people to believe Melissa 
Champine has just about 
done it all when it comes 
to being both a coach and 
a mom. From coaching 
Little League baseball 
and high school girls bas-
ketball to being a football 
mom cooking team din-
ners, Champine always 
has been willing to step 
up and do anything to 
support not only her kids 
but the many young stu-
dent-athletes she has 
mentored over the years. 

Most people around the 
Pointes probably would 
recognize Champine 
from the sidelines of var-
sity girls basketball 
games at Grosse Pointe 
North High School. She 
spent more than two 
decades as an assistant 
on head coach Gary 
Bennett’s staff, the coach 
she also played for during 
her school days at North. 
Champine also shares the 
bench with her dad, Jim 
Champine, a member of 
the Basketball Coaches 
Association of Michigan 
Hall of Honor and who 
inspired her love for 
coaching and mentoring.

“I grew up in a gym,” 
Champine said. “My dad 
was a high school coach 
when I was a kid and I 
would always get dragged 
to his practices, but I 
loved it. … I always knew 
I wanted to coach some-
how. I always loved 
watching my dad and the 
whole aspect of it.”

Champine spent her 
final season on North’s 
staff this winter. She had 
planned on coaching until 
the younger of her two 
sons, Ryan Henderson, 
graduates from North, 
which he will do in just a 
few weeks. 

While Ryan and her 
o ldest  son,  Drew 
Henderson, were growing 
up, Champine helped 
coach their teams in the 

Grosse Pointe Woods-
Shores Little League and 
also served as the league’s 
president. Her sons 
played football, baseball 
and boys basketball at 
North during their high 
school careers, meaning 
Champine never coached 
them in any varsity sports. 
However, being able to 
coach a girls varsity team 
is something Champine 
has enjoyed as a way to 
mentor young women.

“I have two boys and no 
girls, so coaching the girls 
gives me my ‘girl dose,’” 
she said. “I didn’t realize 
how important it was 
until the last few years. … 
I’ve always had to juggle 
travel and schedule, and 
in the last few years some 
of the girls have started 
taking interest in what I 
do and I recognized that 
they got to see that I can 
do more. I was able to 
connect some of the 
things I do at work with 
basketball and I love 
being a mentor. … It gave 
me a few hours a day to 

look forward to and put 
work aside and be in the 
moment with them.”

Champine also got to 
have a unique experience 
when it comes to coach-
ing the same team she 
once played for and doing 
it alongside her former 
coach. Her time coaching 
in North’s girls basketball 
program has allowed her 
to further become part of 
the tradition that genera-
tions of Norsemen have 
seen

“It is a family and it’s 
such a unique experi-
ence,” Champine said. 
“There are so many tradi-
tions that have been there 
the entire time for 40 
years  s ince  Gary 
(Bennett) has been there. 
Girls graduating this year 
can talk about the road 
rally and things they do 
now and girls that gradu-
ated 30 years ago or more 
will know what they’re 
talking about.”

Champine’s work at 
North does not stop at 
coaching. She has been 

involved in the Grosse 
Pointe North Athletic 
Booster Club since her 
youngest son was a fresh-
man. This year, she serves 
as the club’s president. 

As president, Champine 
helps organize the club’s 
fundraising through the 
concession stands at vari-
ous North sporting 
events, Booster Club 
passes and the club’s 
annual golf outing, which 
takes place Aug. 4. 

“Every dime we make 
goes back to the athletes 
at North,” Champine said. 
“… We’re across all 
sports. Our booster pro-
gram supports all of them. 
This year, we’ve given 
money to nine different 
programs for anything 

from weight room equip-
ment to football equip-
ment to a golf simulator. 
Everything goes right 
back to the athletes and 
you get to see them use 
it.”

While her fi nal season 
on a coaching staff with 
the Norsemen is over, 
Champine knows North 
will always be home. It is 
where she has been and 
always wanted to be, even 
when there were chances 
for her to move up in the 
coaching ranks else-
where. 

The reason she never 
left is simple: Everyone at 
North is family. From the 
countless athletes she has 
worked with as a coach to 
her literal family with her 

father and two sons.
“I’ve had opportunities 

to coach elsewhere for 
basketball, but it never 
crossed my mind,” 
Champine said. “North 
has always been my home 
and a large part of that is 
because my kids are 
there. It’s given me an 
opportunity to be plugged 
into their world and see 
their friends and their 
environment. … My kids 
have been running 
around North’s gym since 
they were toddlers and it 
was kind of just what they 
did. It’s been pretty sweet 
to see them grow up and 
be comfortable in the 
building and neither one 
of them was embarrassed 
to have me around.”

By Mike Adzima
Staff Writer

Coach, mentor, mom does it all for Norseman family

Melissa Champine, center, with her father Jim 
Champine, left, and North varsity girls basketball 
head coach Gary Bennett.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Champine and her sons, Drew Henderson, left, and Ryan Henderson in 2019.

GROSSE POINTE 
PARK — The summer 
sidewalk repair pro-
gram, dormant 10 years, 
is awake and focused on 
District 1.

District 1 is bounded 
below Jefferson from 
Bedford to Lake Court 
and above Jefferson 
from Yorkshire  to 
Cadieux.

“We can start getting 
trip hazards out of the 
way,” said Tom Jenny, 
d i rector  of  publ ic 
works.

Construction is fore-
cast to take two weeks 
and be finished by the 
resumption of next 
school year.

City council members 
on May 13 accepted 
Luigi Cement’s low-bid 
offer to do the work for 
$145,368. The sum is 
more than $76,000 less 
than the Park’s consult-
ing engineers antici-
pated.  Engineer ing 
costs raise the total to 
$170,000.

City code lets the city 
repair sidewalks at the 
p r o p e r t y  o w n e r ’ s 
expense.

“The key to this is 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n , ” 
C o u n c i l m a n  M a x 
Wiener said. “We don’t 
want any residents to 
feel they are getting 
blindsided.”

“DPW will identify 
flags for inclusion in 
this year’s program and 
c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h 
impacted property own-
ers,” Jenny said.

Residents can piggy-
back on the city’s pro-
gram and have slabs 
fixed for an estimated 
$100 to $250 each, 
Jenny said.

“DPW will identify 
flags (the top layer of a 
sidewalk) for inclusion 
in this year’s program 
and communicate with 

impacted property own-
e r s , ”  J e n n y  s a i d . 
“ S i d e w a l k  d e f e c t s 
caused by city-owned 
trees or utilities will be 
replaced at the expense 
of the city.”

Due for replacement 
are sidewalks with the 
following faults:

◆ offset at least a half 
inch between slabs,

◆ cracks larger than 
three-eighths of an inch 
in width,

◆ spalling or scaling 
where the surface is 
deteriorating more than 
75 percent of the flag,

◆ holes more than 
two inches wide and/or 
quarter-inch deep and

◆ cross slopes exceed-
ing 2 percent.

The city is being 
divided into five main-
tenance districts. Each 
is targeted on a rotating 
annual basis for various 
forms of maintenance, 
including tree trim-
ming.

“District 1 is the first 
district in the five-year 
program,” Jenny said. 
“By bundling together 
large quantities of side-
walk flags, the city can 
achieve more attractive 
pricing rather than a 
piecemeal approach.”

Although this year’s 
campaign focuses on 
District 1, Jenny said 
dangerous slabs else-
where in the commu-
nity can be repaired on 
a piecemeal basis as 
needed.

Sidewalk repairs resume
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer
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City of Grosse Pointe

Cleaned out
A Grosse Pointer 

recently discovered 
approximately $17,000 in 
fraudulent charges on 
three credit cards over 
the last fi ve months.

The house cleaner is 
suspected and an investi-
gation is ongoing.

Stranger danger
After meeting a man 

online and inviting him 
over at 8 p.m. Wednesday, 
May 8, a Grosse Pointe 
resident discovered he 
stole a Glock 19 handgun.

The suspect is described 
as a 22-year-old, heavy-
set, 5-foot, 8-inch black 
man. An investigation is 
ongoing. 

Struck door
A rear glass door in the 

600 block of Lincoln was 
damaged at 8:20 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 8. 

The door was struck 
with an object that 
caused a spider web 
effect on the glass.

Wrong plate
The vehicle’s plate was 

found to be registered to 
a different vehicle when 
a 72-year-old Detroit 
man was pulled over for 
an expired tab at Mack 
and Cadieux at 4 p.m. 
Friday, May 10.

The man was cited and 
the vehicle impounded.

Deceiving Daisy
A suspect claiming to be 

“Daisy Alvarez” from 
Flagstar Bank convinced a 
Grosse Pointer to fraudu-
lently send her $1,999 via 
Zelle Saturday, May 11.

Drunken driving
A 39-year-old Detroit 

man was arrested for 
operating while intoxi-
cated after being pulled 
over for speeding 56 mph 

a t  Je f f e r son  and 
University at 3:22 a.m. 
Sunday, May 12. His 
vehicle was impounded. 

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the City of 
Grosse Pointe Public 
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Park

Asked for it
Motorists disregarding 

suspended driving privi-
leges almost asked to be 
caught last week on Mack 
Avenue.

Between Monday, May 
6, and Sunday, May 12, 
police stopped four of 
them for speeding. 
Background checks 
resulted in each suspect 
being arrested for violat-
ing a suspended operator 
license.

Investigations occurred 
at the intersections of 
Ashland, Whittier and two 
at Cadieux. Alleged 
offenders were Detroit 
males younger than 30 
years old.

Porch pirate
A package thief stole a 

delivery to a house in the 
900 block of Nottingham 
late afternoon Thursday, 
April 25.

Stolen from the front 
porch was a package 
containing Coach tennis 
shoes and a Coach purse.

Theft from car
An unlocked vehicle 

parked in the driveway in 
the 800 block of Berkshire 
proved easy pickings for 
a thief early Friday, May 
10.

Sometime during the 
hour beginning 1:20 a.m., 
someone entered the 
vehicle and stole a PNC 

debit card.

Failed car theft
An unsuccessful auto 

theft was reported at 5:25 
p.m. Tuesday, May 7, in 
the 15000 block of Mack.

Prompted by hearing a 
car alarm, a woman dis-
c o v e r e d  s o m e o n e 
smashed out a window of 
her vehicle and damaged 
the steering column.

Flee & elude
A motorcyclist ducked 

out on a roadside investi-
gation for speeding 
shortly before 11 p.m. 
Sunday, May 12, on Mack 
at Three Mile Drive.

A patrol offi cer attempt-
ing to pull over the cyclist 
terminated pursuit when 
the fleeing suspect 
achieved an unsafe 
speed.

— Brad Lindberg
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the Grosse 
Pointe Park Public Safety 
Department, (313) 822-
7400.

Grosse Pointe Shores

(Un) Happy 
Mother’s Day

A 19-year-old Warren 
man was cited for no 
proof of insurance and 
an expired license plate 
after he was pulled over 
around 5:30 p.m. Sunday, 
May 12, on Lakeshore 
near Vernier.

The 2010 Dodge 
Caliber he was driving, 
which the man said 
belonged to his mother, 
was impounded.

Not safe
A 34-year-old Detroit 

man received several 
citations after being 

pulled over on Lakeshore 
near Fontana around 
12:30 a.m. Sunday, May 
12, where he was clocked 
driving 59 mph in a 35 
mph zone.

He was ticketed for 
speeding, no registration 
and having an unre-
strained child in the vehi-
cle.

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Shores Public Safety, 
(313) 881-5500.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Stolen car
A 2017 Camaro was 

stolen from the parking 
lot at Ascension St. John 
Hospital between 8:30 
and 10 p.m. Wednesday, 
May 8. A Glock 10mm 
pistol in the vehicle also 
was reported missing.

Bad call
A cell phone was stolen 

from an unlocked vehicle 
in the 1700 block of 
Prestwick sometime 
overnight Thursday, May 
9. The complainant told 
offi cers his fi ancee began 
receiving text messages 
from the phone the fol-
lowing day, including a 
demand of $50 to have it 
returned.

Right at home
A 40-year-old resident 

was arrested on an out-
standing Woods warrant 
after being pulled over 
for an expired license 
plate tab around 11:30 

a.m. Saturday, May 11, 
on Bournemouth at 
Raymond. 

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Woods Public Safety, 
(313) 343-2400.

Grosse Pointe Farms

Wait for it
A 46-year-old Park 

man is suspected of 
fraud by conversion after 
he was paid $1,300 in 
May 2022 to build a deck 
and has yet to start the 
work.

The man has emailed 
the Farms homeowner 
twice apologizing for his 
poor business ethics and 
citing deaths in the fam-
ily, childcare issues and 
vehicle problems, but 
otherwise has been 
unreachable. 

Close call
A  C a p i t a l  O n e 

SavorOne credit card 
with a $1,000 credit limit 
was fraudulently opened 
in a 52-year-old Farms 
woman’s name Tuesday, 
May 7.

The woman was noti-
fi ed by Capital One that 
a new device was used to 
login, which alerted her 
to the new account. It 
was closed with no loss 
to the victim.

Full steam 
ahead

A 46-year-old Detroit 
woman was cited for 
driving on a suspended 

license and improper 
lane usage, after she pro-
ceeded straight in a left-
turn-only lane on Muir at 
11:40 a.m. Tuesday, May 
7.

Suspended 
license

After being stopped for 
a broken headlight at 
Moross and Williams at 
10:22 p.m. Wednesday, 
May 8, a 25-year-old 
Chicago resident was 
cited for driving while 
l icense suspended, 
defective equipment and 
no proof of insurance.

Imaginary 
employer 

A suspect claiming to 
be Dr. James White with 
the  Char i t ies  Aid 
Foundation attempted to 
defraud a 21-year-old 
Farms man who was 
looking for a job as a 
personal assistant, by 
sending him a fraudulent 
cashier’s check by mail, 
which he then would 
have been directed to 
donate. 

Broken window
The left front window 

of a vehicle parked in the 
400 block of Fisher was 
broken between 10 p.m. 
Saturday, May 11, and 
noon the next day.

Nothing appeared to 
be stolen, but the interior 
was rummaged through. 

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Farms Public Safety, 
(313) 885-2100.

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS

constructed by Posterity 
Gallery. To be released, 
prisoners can use a “Get 
out of jail free” card or 
donate to the community 
chest. 

Toward the end of the 
evening, MSGP Chairman 
Hans Brieden will lead a 
paddle raise seeking dona-
tions for specifi c Village 
needs such as $4 candy 
canes for Santa’s 
Workshop, $39 flats of 
fl owers, $350 trees, $500 
self-watering fl ower pots 
and $2,250 benches. 
Bigger-ticket wishlist 
items for attendees feeling 
generous are $25,000 for 
repairs to the Kercheval 
clocktower; $27,750 for 
safety bollards, which 
would effi ciently block off 
streets for Village events 
rather than the current 
system of using public 
safety vehicles as block-
ades; $36,000 for repairs 
to Kressbach fountain; 
and $39,000 for a street 
speaker system. 

Those who wish also 
may bid on Village experi-
ence packages including:

◆ VIP seating for this 
season’s Music on the 
Plaza, including drinks 
and snacks;

◆ VIP seating for the 
2024 Grosse Pointe 
Chamber of Commerce 
Santa Claus Parade;

◆ a VIP private visit with 
Santa at his workshop in 
The Village;

◆ and a private party at 
the winner’s choice of par-
ticipating Village boutique 

stores. 
Pre-sale tickets are $75 at 

givebutter.com/c/18ELDm 
— tickets also can be pre-
purchased at Small Favors 
and Glitter & Scotch — or 
$85 at the door. 

“Our goal is that this will 
be an annual event to raise 
money for Main Street,” 
Enders said. “We’re call-
ing it the fi rst annual.”

MSGP’s responsibilities, 
all focused on bringing 
further vibrancy to The 
Village and its small busi-
nesses, run the gamut of 
creating and maintaining 
aesthetic public spaces, 

incentivizing property 
improvements, providing 
entertainment and draws 
to the downtown district 
and encouraging new 
housing and development. 

Since the City became a 
Main Street community in 
2020, the litany of vacant 
storefronts lining The 
Village has decreased dra-
matically. New businesses 
attracted to the downtown 
strip include Bakehouse 
46, Sidecar Slider Bar, 
Shift Kitchen & Cocktails, 
Lululemon, Nothing 
Bundt Cakes and Poké 
Poké: Sushi Unrolled.

MAIN:
Continued from page 2A
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Pure Grosse Pointe
PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

These goslings, eating along the shore at the Ford House, are smart little birds. They learn to 
swim 24 hours after hatching and at 1 day old can dive up to 40 feet underwater. Their par-
ents teach them how to fl y when they are around 3 months old and the goslings stay with 
their parents for their fi rst year of life and even migrate with them in that year.

Y
ou’ve no doubt seen that motto embla-
zoned on squad cars on countless televi-
sion shows or movies about police over 
the years. It has been the motto of the 
Los Angeles Police Department since 
1963, and subsequently adopted by nu-

merous other agencies over the years.
During National Police Week, also known as 

National Law Enforcement Appreciation Week, let’s 
remember that can be a two-way street. Public safety 
departments across the Pointes go above and beyond 
to protect and serve us and residents in turn take 
every opportunity to return the favor.

First, a little background. National Police Week 
this year started Sunday, May 12, and ends Saturday, 
May 18. It began in 1962, when President John F. 
Kennedy signed a proclamation designating May 15 
each year as Peace Offi cers Memorial Day to pay 
homage to those who lost their lives in the line of 
duty. 

As Brad Lindberg reported in last week’s Grosse 
Pointe News, restaurants in Grosse Pointe Park 
teamed up to deliver free meals this week to public 
safety offi cers there. They’ll extend the same gesture 
to municipal employees later this month during 
National Public Works Week.

Also in the Park, the Grosse Pointe Park Foundation 
paid to refurbish the gym offi cers use and paid for 
new sidearms and holsters. The separate Grosse 
Pointe Park Public Safety Foundation bought offi cers 
new bulletproof vests.

Residents across the Pointes team up to deliver 
meals to offi cers who are away from their families 
during the holidays and the Knights of Columbus at 
St. Paul on the Lake Catholic Church has been known 
to drop off pizzas, soda and water to various depart-
ments from time to time.

Newly sworn offi cers tell our reporters how friendly 
people are, always waving and willing to stop and 
talk to welcome them to the community as they’re 
out on patrol. Those who retire after several decades 
on the job often comment it is the people they’ll miss 
the most.

We also appreciate how the departments work 
together when necessary, whether it’s providing 
mutual aid during a fi re call or coordinating efforts 
to crack a case.

Such was the situation earlier this year when offi -
cers from the City, Woods, Shores and Farms worked 
together to arrest a suspect accused of stealing from 
homes of deceased people across southeast Michigan 
using obituaries to target his victims. 

Although the man also targeted houses in cities 
with much larger police forces such as Ann Arbor 
and Troy, it was our men and women in blue who put 
the pieces together.

Same goes for Detective Mike Narduzzi from the 
City, who was specifi cally recognized by Attorney 
General Dana Nessel late last year for his work in 
solving a rash of robberies at Lululemon stores in 
metro Detroit, including one in The Village.

For all their success and accolades, our public 
safety departments are always striving to get better.

As Laurel Kraus reported last week, John Alcorn, 
the City’s public safety director, last year attended 
the prestigious FBI National Academy program in 
Quantico, Va., something less than 1 percent of law 
enforcement offi cers are able to attend.

Park Public Safety Director John Bostock currently 
is attending the same program. In addition, Bostock 
and Woods Director John Kosanke applied to receive 
opioid settlement money that will help offi cers in 
those departments battle the ever-growing epidemic.

To protect 
and serve

In the Shores, Lt. Tony Spina has been 
chosen to attend the Northwestern University 
School of Staff and Command, which spe-
cializes in training future directors and 
police chiefs. Director Ken Werenski said he 
is not planning to retire any time soon, but 
wanted to have a succession plan in place. 

Also in the Shores, Sgt. Jason Cook this 
fall will receive a Fire Offi cer III certifi cate, 
meaning he can teach Fire Offi cer I, II and III 
classes to all supervisors across the Pointes. 

Werenski said that will benefi t those depart-
ments being able to hold the classes locally.

Suggestions for celebrating National 
Police Week include wearing blue to show 
support, sending thank-you notes or gift 
cards or, if your neighbor is an offi cer, cut-
ting their lawn while they work yet another 
12-hour shift.

Nice sentiments, but don’t forget the other 
51 weeks during the year when they’re here 
for us.

W
elcome home, college 
graduates! As you transi-
tion from worrying about 
fi nal exams to navigating 
your fi rst job offers, many 
parents are shifting from 

fretting over tuition bills to a new concern: 
how to fi nancially set you up for adulthood — 
and possibly coax you out of the house for 
good. 

But don’t worry, there’s a silver 
lining with the new provisions of 
the SECURE Act 2.0 that can help 
turn those leftover 529 funds into 
your fi rst retirement nest egg.

Throughout this month, many 
Grosse Pointe parents are welcom-
ing their college students back 
home, some of whom are freshly 
minted graduates stepping into the next 
phase of their lives. But what happens to the 
funds remaining in their 529 college savings 
plans? Traditionally, families could reserve 
unused 529 funds for future educational 
expenses, either for the original benefi ciary 
or another relative. However, using these 
funds for non-educational purposes comes 
with signifi cant drawbacks: Not only would 
withdrawals be subject to federal income 
taxes, but they would also incur a 10 percent 
penalty on any earnings. This situation often 
created a financial quandary for families 
when a beneficiary won a scholarship, 
enrolled in a military academy or received 
other forms of fi nancial aid that diminished 
the need for the 529 funds. Starting in 2024, 
individuals can now roll over excess funds 
from a 529 plan into a Roth IRA for the plan’s 
benefi ciary, without facing taxes or penalties. 

This provision bridges the gap between edu-
cational saving and retirement planning, 
offering a tax-advantaged continuation of 
unused educational funds.

Understanding the fi ne print
As promising as this option sounds, several 

important criteria must be met:
1. Duration requirement: The 529 plan 

must have been established at least 
15 years prior to any rollover. This 
ensures the funds were truly 
intended for long-term educational 
savings.

2. Contribution limits: Rollovers 
to a Roth IRA are limited by the 
annual Roth contribution limits, 
which for 2024 is set at $7,000. If 
the beneficiary also makes per-

sonal contributions to their Roth IRA, the 
maximum eligible rollover decreases accord-
ingly.

3. Lifetime limit: There is a $35,000 lifetime 
limit per benefi ciary for such rollovers. This 
cap necessitates careful planning to maxi-
mize the benefi t while adhering to annual 
contribution limits.

4. Recent contributions restriction: Funds 
contributed to the 529 plan within the last fi ve 
years, and any earnings on those contribu-
tions, are ineligible for rollover to a Roth IRA.

5. Benefi ciary consistency: The benefi ciary 
of the 529 plan must be the same individual 
who owns the Roth IRA. Transfers cannot be 
made to a different person’s retirement 
account.

6. Earned income requirement: The ben-

From dorms to IRAs: How graduates 
can invest 529 leftovers for the future

OUR VIEW

G U E S T  V I E W  By Melissa Fradenburg

See GUEST, page 7A
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offers 2,100 square feet of carefree condo living.
First floor primary bedroom with en-suite. Three 
bedrooms and three and a half baths. Finished
basement with gourmet kitchen, $550,000.

Elegant Harbor Place Condo
with neutral decor and tasteful updates!

051624

Brought to you by
Donna O’Neill, Realtor,

Real Estate One GP

Contact for further details
(M) (313) 881-5266

realtordonnaoneill@gmail.com

5003 HARBOR PLACE • ST CLAIR SHORES

efi ciary must have earned income at least equal to 
the rollover amount in the year of transfer. This 
aligns with the fundamental Roth IRA rule that con-
tributions cannot exceed earned income.

Why this matters
This new pathway is particularly advantageous for 

high earners who might otherwise be phased out of 
contributing directly to a Roth IRA due to income lim-
its. The SECURE Act 2.0 provision allows these indi-
viduals to funnel their educational savings into a 
retirement account without the constraints of income 
limits, promoting greater fl exibility in fi nancial plan-
ning. 

The introduction of 529 to Roth IRA rollovers under 
SECURE Act 2.0 marks a signifi cant opportunity for 
strategic fi nancial planning, bridging the gap between 
educational savings and retirement. This innovative 
option necessitates a careful understanding of the new 
regulations and integration into your broader fi nancial 
plan. Whether you’re still in the accumulation stage of 
saving for college or building your retirement nest egg 
or considering how to transition your 529 plan funds, 
reach out to me. Together, we can strategize a plan 
that not only meets your educational funding goals but 
also enhances your long-term fi nancial well-being.

*There remains some uncertainty in a few of the 
intricacies of this provision that have yet to be fully 
addressed by the IRS.   

Melissa Fradenburg, AIF, CDFA, is a fi nancial advi-
sor, podcast host and active community member in 
Grosse Pointe. Follow her on social media @money_
do_list or call (313) 290-2602. Antonelli Financial 
Advisors offers fee-only, discretionary investment 
management and wealth advisory services tailored to 
meet our client’s fi nancial needs and investment objec-
tives.

GUEST:
Continued from page 6A

I  S AY  By Brad Lindberg

S
u m m e r 
starts soon 
and I have to 
make plans.

H a v e n ’ t 
been to the 

Armada Fair for a couple 
of years. That will have to 
change. My favorite day 
to attend is during the 
draft horse pulling con-
test.

Too bad there’s no 
more Michigan State 
Fair. In addition to draft 
horse shows, it hosted 
numerous multi-horse 
hitch competitions.

One year during a draft 
horse competition at the 
fairgrounds, but not dur-
ing the state fair, an Ohio 
teamster created buzz by 
driving his six-horse 
team in a series of for-

ward, backward and cir-
cular motions that 
spelled a script “Ohio” in 
the coliseum’s dirt sur-
face.

Maybe I’ll ride my bike 
to  the Bel le  Is le 
Conservatory. Haven’t 
been there since August 
2021. All kinds of tropical 
plants and trees, includ-
ing one with red and yel-
low spiked flowers 
shaped like pterodactyls.

It wouldn’t be summer 
without visiting the Mad 
River and Nickel Plate 
museum in Bellevue, 
Ohio. I’ve written about it 
before, about how the 
museum is next to the 
former Nickel Plate’s 
mainline and how visi-
tors can sit in the engi-
neer’s seat of a Wabash 
F7 diesel locomotive and 
watch Norfolk Southern 
freight trains go by.

Another high point is 
the display of a Nickel 

Plate Berkshire steam 
locomotive. The engine 
doesn’t operate, but has 
been restored cosmeti-
cally to look as though it 
does.

The museum is open 
weekends only until daily 
Memorial Day through 
Labor Day.

The Toledo Mud Hens 
rate another visit , 
although with confer-
ence changes they no 
longer play the Durham 
Bulls. Maybe before a 
game I’ll go to the 
National Museum of the 
Great Lakes and walk 
around the 617-foot 
freighter, Col. James M 
Schoonmaker, launched 
in 1911 at the Great 
Lakes  Engineer ing 
Works in Ecorse, the 
same shipyard that built 
the Edmund Fitzgerald.

From hold to bridge, 
the boat is open for tour-
ing.

What to do?

PHOTOS BY BRAD LINDBERG

Clockwise from top left, tug and freighter; 
Armada Fair; Mad River; Toledo Mud Hens; and 
pterodactyl fl ower.

1949
75 years ago this week

SCHOOL EXPANSION 
PLAN KILLED: The spe-
cial school election on 
May 9 on the proposal to 
issue $4,000,000 in bonds 
for the erection of three 
more new school build-
ings, the completion of 
two others and to approve 
a raise in the school tax 
millage, resulted in defeat 
for both proposals by sub-
stantial majorities. The 
total number of persons 
voting was 4,206, which 
represented approxi-
mately fi fty percent of the 
voters registered for 
school elections.

BELDING CLEANERS 
30 YEARS OLD: Grosse 
Pointe has many fi ne com-
mercial establishments 
where citizens have long 

found pleasure in doing 
business and one of them 
is the Belding Cleaners 
and Dryers. The fi rm, now 
celebrating its thirtieth 
anniversary, occupies its 
own beautiful building at 
15139 Kercheval and has 
been in Grosse Pointe for 
more than twenty years.

1974
50 years ago this week

GUARD PREVENTS 
SPREAD OF FIRE: Quick 
thinking on the part of a 
City park guard prevented 
a small fi re from spreading 
to other boats in the 
marina of the Norbert P. 
Neff Memorial Park. Park 
guard Fred Schleman 
spotted the fi re aboard a 
25-foot cruiser around 4 
p.m. and promptly tele-
phoned the City Fire 

Department. Chief Robert 
Marshall said the fi re was 
probably started by a short 
in the light over the stove.

WOMAN SWIMS 
ASHORE WHEN CAR 
LANDS IN LAKE: An 
auto, driven by a 37-year-
old Warren woman, went 
speeding into Lake St. 
Clair Friday evening, 
reported Shores police. 
The woman managed to 
get out of the car and swim 
to shore, where she was 
taken to St. John Hospital 
where she was treated and 
released shortly thereaf-
ter. 

1999
25 years ago this week

SUP’T CALLS FOR 
INCREASED SAFETY 
PROCEDURES:  The 
Grosse Pointe Public 
School System is actively 
updating its school safety 
plan. In a memo to board 

of education members 
dated April 30 and pre-
sented at the May 3 board 
meeting, district superin-
tendent Suzanne Klein 
outlined a list of priorities 
to be completed by June 
30 and another list of items 
to be listed for future con-
sideration. “For the past 10 
days we have watched 
with sadness the after-
math of the Columbine 
(High School) tragedy 
unfold on television,” 
Klein said in her report. 
“Our hearts go out to the 
Littleton community as 
they begin their recovery 
process. We have used 
that event to carefully 
reexamine our own proce-
dures and support ser-
vices.”

TOWN MEETING 
WILL ADDRESS Y2K:
The approach of Saturday, 
Jan. 1, 2000, is seen by 
many as the nightmare on 
which the Y2K computer 
collapse will ride. To help 
clear up the issue, a quar-
tet of local offi cials drawn 

from commerce, utilities, 
healthcare and the clergy 
will speak at a town meet-
ing at Grosse Pointe 
Unitarian Church.

G P  U N I T A R I A N 
CHURCH CELEBRATES 
60 YEARS: The Grosse 
Pointe Unitarian Church is 
celebrating its 60th year in 
the community with refl ec-
tion of its history, involve-
ment in ongoing missions 
and plans of spiritual and 
programming growth. 

2014
10 years ago this week

GONE TO THE DOGS: 
Dogs have a new park at 
Mack and Moross. Set for 

a ribbon cutting at 10 a.m. 
Saturday, May 17, entry is 
by resident-only pass. A 
6-foot tall iron dog statue 
stands guard over the 
gated park entrance, 
between playfi elds behind 
the former Kroger parking 
lot at Moross.

F O U N D A T I O N 
P L A Y S C A P E 
DEDICATION: The new 
playscape at Neff Park is 
dedicated with a ribbon-
cutting ceremony May 18. 
Parents may be interested 
to know the playscape pro-
vides realistic play formats 
for children in ergonomi-
cally safe … blah, blah. 
More exciting to children 
are the playscape’s climb-
ing surfaces: a simulated 
rock cliff, tree trunk with 
limbs and wood planks.

YESTERDAY’S HEADLINES
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GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — With The War 
Memorial’s newly con-
structed Fred M. Alger 
Center serving its intend-
ed purpose of taking pres-
sure off the historic Alger 
House, a multi-phase res-
toration project now can 
commence, aiming to pre-
serve the aging structure 
and reconnect it with its 
1910 origins. 

While portions of the 
home have undergone 
restoration in the past — 
the ceilings in the dining 
room and library went 
through an extensive res-
toration process about a 
decade ago — “This is the 
fi rst time we are attempt-
ing to give it a level of res-
toration that would be 
more reminiscent of what 
it looked like back in the 
1910s,” President and 
CEO Maria Miller said. 

Work began last week 
on the Robert H. 
Tannahill Reception 
Room, also known as the 
Great Hall, to mend 
water-damaged sections 
of the ceiling, as well as 
repair and thoroughly 
clean the marble base-
boards and 16th century 
Florentine fi replace. 

Burlap wall coverings, 
which weren’t original to 
the house and have 
become buckled in cer-
tain areas due to natural 
aging of the glue and re-
painting over the years, 
also will be removed as 
the plaster walls are 

patched and returned to 
their original creamy, tan 
color. 

“It was not uncommon 
to line plaster with can-
vas or other lining mate-
rials for two reasons,” 
explained Anthony 
Kartsonas, a preserva-
tionist with Historic 
Surfaces LLC, which is 
leading the project. 
“Sometimes it would just 
allow you to paint on sur-
faces faster. But then the 
second reason was that it 
could give a slightly dif-
ferent texture to the plas-
ter. So, like a burlap lends 
to having a little softness 
and it also can be a little 
more durable. If there’s 
nicks and scrapes, it can 
tend to hold up a little 
better than conventional 
plaster.”

Items not present in 
1910 — chair molding 
and specifi c portions of 
the cornices — will be 
removed.

“The reception room 
originally was very scant 
and it just had bench 
seating and chairs maybe 
around the walls, but 
nothing in the center 
other than a couple bear-
skin rugs,” Miller said. “I 
think we’ll skip the bear-
skin rugs.”

Further restoring the 
room’s original ambi-
ance, the team hopes to 
digitally replicate two 

large antique Flemish 
tapestries of idyllic 
scenes, which are shown 
adorning the walls in 
archival photographs of 
the reception room and 
now are owned by the 
Detroit Institute of Arts.  

“The tapestries actually 
were given to the DIA 
when they had the home, 
so they have them still 
and they’ve been able to 
locate them,” Miller said. 
“If we could make a bro-
ker deal with the DIA to 
get those back, I don’t 
think that we would ever 
want to hang those there, 
because we use that 
room. I don’t know that I 
would want something 
from 1910 to be there 
from a preservation per-
spective. I’d be very con-
cerned about damage, so 
we would love to repli-
cate (them) in some way, 
shape or form.”

As the least extensive 
of the planned restor-
ative efforts, and with 
funds already set aside to 
cover it, the reception 
room work — aside from 
the tapestries and highly 
specialized restoration 
needed for the French 
doors — is planned to be 
completed in time for the 
organization’s Evening 
of Red, White and Blue 
Wednesday, May 22. 

Proceeds from the 
annual gala will go 
toward the recently 
established Historic 
House Fund, which 
serves as the funding 
source for the multi-
phased project. 

If the necessary fund-

ing is achieved, restora-
tion work in the Alger 
house dining room and 
library could be con-
ducted as early as the 
fi rst quarter in 2025. 

This includes exten-
sive repairs to the 
library’s water-damaged 
former exterior wall — 
specifi cally the antique 
crown molding near the 
ceiling and granite mold-
ing near the fl oor — and 
repairing cracks in the 
wooden dining room 
walls, as well as treating 
them to return them to 
their original darker 
shade.

“It’s just a way to honor 
and keep the legacy of 
this wonderful story 
alive,” Chief Operating 
O f f i c e r  N i k k i 
Charbonneau said of 
returning the home to its 
1910 origins. “Because if 
you make it completely 
different, you lose some 
of that history and story 
behind it.”

The War Memorial 
team also remains mind-
ful of costs associated 
with the roof needing 
replacement in about a 
year, aging boilers and 
water mitigation issues 
on the lower level.

Donations to the 
Historic House Fund, and 
in celebration of The War 
Memorial’s 75th anniver-
sary, may be made at 
warmemorial.org/house
fund. 

“It needs some love,” 
Miller said, “the whole 
place. It’s given so much. 
It just needs a little TLC 
right now.”

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

War Memorial 
seeks donations for 
Historic House Fund

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Chiseling a piece of the reception room wall for res-
toration, Raphael Brim, owner of Cosmic Drywall 
LLC, is following the designs of Historic Surfaces 
LLC, on the project.

Alger house restoration begins

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — Although the 
offi cial date isn’t for an-
other 19 months, discus-
sions already have started 
about how to mark the 
city’s 75th anniversary.

“The exact date is Dec. 
11, 2025,” Mayor Art 
Bryant said. “But if we do 
have a major event, we’ll 
do it during warmer 
weather.”

Stretching back even 
farther, the Village of 
Lochmoor was incorpo-
rated Jan. 4, 1927, from 
the former Grosse Pointe 
Township. It became the 
Village of Grosse Pointe 
Woods in March 1939, 
and offi cially became the 
City of Grosse Pointe 
Woods 11 years later.

Councilwoman Vicki 

Granger, fi rst elected in 
1997, said the 50th anni-
versary in 2000 included 
a large parade and the 
burying of a time cap-
sule. It’s located in the 
front wall of council 
chambers.

“We’ll open that and 
bury a new one,” she 
said. “We also updated 
the historical pictures on 
our website so we can 
add to that and tie things 
into other events on our 
calendar like the yearly 
picnic, the Little League 
parade and tree-lighting 
ceremony.”

Councilwoman Angela 
Coletti Brown suggested 
making a promotional 
video, an idea she said 
came from her daughter.

“We can talk to long-
time residents and for-
mer administrators about 
the changes they’ve 

seen,” she said. “We can 
also film our various 
events during the year to 
create a sort of snapshot 
of life in Grosse Pointe 
Woods. We could have a 
‘Movie on the Lawn’ next 
year to show it, sort of 
like our ‘Music on the 
Lawn’ events.”

The city also is devel-
oping a logo to mark the 
anniversary. Councilman 
Michael Koester said the 
city could embroider the 
logo on flags and sell 
them — at cost — to resi-
dents who want to hang 
them in front of their 
house and have as a 
keepsake.

“The historical com-
mission will be handling 
most of the planning, but 
we’re always looking for 
suggestions,” Bryant 
said. “It’ll be here before 
we know it.”

Planning for diamond jubilee
By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Cost savings of an un-
determined amount are 
forecast to come from re-
ducing the public works 
department’s brush chip-
per operations from 
weekly to monthly.

Instead of chipper 
crews coordinating daily 
rounds with the Monday-
through-Friday rubbish 
collection schedule, they 
will now cycle through 
the city during the fi rst 
full week of every month 
spring through fall.

The change starts 
Monday, June 3.

“During the pickup 
week, the chipper will fol-
low the garbage pickup 
schedule,” DPW Director 
Tom Jenny wrote in a 
memo to the city council.

Storm cleanup isn’t 

altered. Crews will con-
tinue clearing storm dam-
age as needed, day or 
night.

Nor are changes being 
made to the weekly yard 
waste collection sched-
ule. The service, con-
tracted to Green For Life, 
continues as is.

“Brush that are bun-
dled properly will be 
picked up,” Jenny said 
during the council meet-
ing May 13.

“You’re still going to be 
able to get rid of all your 
sticks,” Councilman 
Brent Dreaver said.

Residents requiring 
chipping off-schedule 
due to special circum-
stances are likely to be 
accommodated,  he 
added.

“Residents can always 
reach out to public works 
if there is a need,” said 
Councilman Max Wiener, 

c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e 
Infrastructure Committee.

Jenny initially requested 
the new schedule during 
the March 15 meeting of 
the  In f ras t ruc ture 
Committee.

“It costs nearly $460 
per day, or nearly $3,000 
per week, for two employ-
ees to man the chipper,” 
Jenny said at the time.

Related costs, such as 
$1,600 per week for a 
truck and $1,100 per 
week for the chipper 
itself, boost the weekly 
total to about $5,000.

Jenny anticipates oper-
ational cost savings and 
productivity increases to 
result from reallocating 
his workforce.

“Weekly chipping 
necessitates the dedica-
tion of two public works 
employees solely to chip-

Chipper rounds cut to one week
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

See CHIPPER, page 9A
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ping activities four to six 
hours per day Monday 
(though) Friday,” he said. 
“Devoting two employees 
exclusively to chipping 
limits their availability for 
other critical tasks, such 
as (fi re) hydrant, street 
sign maintenance and 
road repair, which are 
essential for public safety 
and infras tructure 
upkeep.”

A united council, with 
excused absences by 
members Tom Caulfi eld 
and Christine Gallagher, 
agreed.

Jenny reinforced his 
earlier recommendation 
by citing the traditional 
weekly set-up’s opera-
tional ineffi ciencies.

“The system results in 
underut i l izat ion of 
resources, as the demand 
for chipping services may 
not be consistent on a 
weekly basis,” he said. 
“This leads to idle time 
for employees and equip-

ment.”
Another benefi t of the 

new schedule is reducing 
wear and tear on the 
chipper ,  which is 
approaching the end of 
its service life.

“The more we run it, 
the faster it’s going to run 
out,” Dreaver said.

“Reducing hourly 
usage will help extend its 
life until a replacement is 
purchased,” Jenny said.

He anticipated allocat-
ing cost savings to other 
DPW duties.

Green For Life’s sched-
ule of yard waste collec-
tion is unchanged, 
according to Jenny.

“The only yard waste 
that will no longer be 
picked up weekly are 
branches exceeding half 
inch in diameter and four 
feet in length,” he said.

Residents can continue 
bundling sticks less than 
half inches in diameter 
for GFL’s weekly collec-
tion. Chipper crews 
grind sticks and limbs 
greater than half-inch 
diameter.

CHIPPER:
Continued from page 8A

THE GROSSE POINTES 
— Voters will be asked to 
approve two millages lat-
er this year after the 
Grosse Pointe Public 
School System Board of 
Education approved res-
olutions at its meeting 
Monday, May 6.

First up will be the 
operating millage on the 
primary ballot Aug. 6. 
The district will ask for 
20 mills for five years, 
beginning in 2025. State 
law allows for a levy of 
up to 20 years.

“I think the commu-
nity would understand 
fi ve or 10 years, but 20 is 
too much,” said Board 
President Sean Cotton, 
who also owns the 
Grosse Pointe News. 
“This is the most impor-
tant one because we 
have to get it approved 

to receive our full per-
pupil state aid.”

The per-pupil funding 
tied to the operating 
millage accounts for 
about 25 percent of the 
district’s annual budget.

“Anyone who follows 
school funding knows 
this is a must, so I don’t 
think it will require as 
much public education,” 
Cotton said in favoring 
the August election date.

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t 
Andrea Tuttle told the 
board the district can 
only collect 18 mills, but 
the additional 2 mills 
will provide a cushion 
against Headlee roll-
backs. The Headlee 
Amendment to the 
Michigan Constitution 
was approved in 1978 
and reduces millage 
rates each year to ensure 
municipal tax revenue 
only grows at the rate of 
infl ation.

The current operating 
millage, approved in 
2019 for fi ve years, has a 
1-mill cushion.

Trustee Valarie St. 
John was the lone “no” 
vote on the resolution, 
saying she didn’t see a 
need for the additional 
cushion.

“I’d rather see a resto-
ration,” she said. “I don’t 
see a need for an 
increase.”

Vice President Ahmed 
Ismail, elected to the 
board four different 
times starting in 2004, 
said he was surprised by 
St. John’s vote.

“All school districts in 
Michigan must levy 18 
mills on non-homestead 
property to receive their 
full per-pupil funding,” 
he said. “A vote against 
levying what many refer 
to as the school tax is 
tantamount to saying 
that one doesn’t want 

their school system to 
exist. I honestly don’t 
recall any Grosse Pointe 
school board member 
ever voting against pre-
senting the tax that 
allows us to operate our 
school system to the vot-
ers of our community 
during the 20 years I 
have been involved with 
our school system. In 
fact, I don’t know of a 
board member in the 
state of Michigan who 
has ever done so.”    

The 18 mills are levied 
against commercial, 
industrial and rental 
propert ies .  Owner-
occupied principal resi-
dences, also known as 
homestead properties, 
will see a rate of 7.5 mills 
if approved.

If it passes, the operat-
ing millage would bring 
in about $22 million in 
its fi rst year.

The board voted unan-

imously to ask voters to 
approve a new sinking 
fund millage at 3 mills 
per year for 10 years. 
The current millage, 
approved in 2019, is 1 
mill. State law caps what 
districts can ask for at 3 
mills per year.

Although St. John 
voted in favor of the res-
olution, she said she 
wasn’t confident an 
increase in the millage 
would go over well with 
voters.

If approved, it would 
bring in $11 million the 
fi rst year.

“We have old build-
ings, beautiful buildings, 
that cost a lot to main-
tain,” Trustee Terry 
Collins said in proposing 
the 10-year time frame.

A critical needs assess-
ment conducted by 
Plante Moran in 2022 
said the district had 
some $252 million in 

maintenance costs to 
address in the next 10 
years.

“That included $173 
million that should be 
addressed in one to three 
years, including $33 mil-
lion at Grosse Pointe 
North High School and 
$37 million at Grosse 
Pointe South High 
School,” Cotton said. 
“We’re already two years 
into that.”

The board agreed that 
putting the question on 
the November ballot 
would give the district 
more time to make its 
case to voters.

“”We need to take our 
time and prioritize so we 
have a well-thought-out 
plan in place for the pub-
lic,” Cotton said. 

The operating and 
sinking fund millages 
were both passed in 2019 
with 70 percent of the 
vote.

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

BoE approves two millage proposals

T H E  G R O S S E 
P O I N T E S  — 
Unprecedented success.

That’s  how Drew 
Behringer, captain of 
t h e  G e a r h e a d s , 
explained his team’s 
performance at the 
FIRST Robotics World 
C h a m p i o n s h i p s  i n 
Houston last month. 
The team, made up of 
students from Grosse 
Po in te  Nor th  and 
Grosse Pointe South 
high schools, were part 
of an alliance that fin-
ished second out of 
some 600 teams at the 
event.

The students — and 
their robot — were rec-
ognized at the Grosse 
Pointe Public School 
S y s t e m  B o a r d  o f 
Educat ion  meet ing 
Monday, May 6.

“We earned a lot of 
respect with our perfor-
mance in Houston,” 
said Jack Pierick, the 
team’s faculty adviser. 
“We hope this helps us 
with recruiting and 
keep moving forward 
by getting more stu-
dents at the elementary 
and middle school lev-

els involved.”
Pierick, who teaches 

algebra I, algebra II and 
geometry at North, said 
robotics is a very com-
plicated game.

“It’s about completing 
a series of tasks that 
can range from simple 
to complex,” he said. 
“The main tenant of 
FIRST Robot ics  is 
called ‘coopetition,’ a 
combination of compe-
tition and cooperation.”

That ’s  where the 
Gearheads, the only 
Michigan team to make 
it to the finals, were 
able to achieve their sil-
ver medals in Houston.

“Each event features 
a red alliance and a 
blue alliance of three 
teams each chosen at 
random,” Pierick con-
t inued.  “You earn 
points in each match by 
modifying your strategy 
to score more points. 
Each match is really 
like an experiment.”

After qualifying for 
worlds, the team set off 
on a 20-hour bus ride to 
Texas.

“We had 25 students 
and 10 adults,” Pierick 
said. “We chartered a 
bus with a team from 
Rochester to cut down 

on costs. Spending 20 
hours on a bus can be 
tough, but we have a 
great group of kids.”

The internat ional 
competition featured 
eight fields, each named 
for a famous scientist. 
The Gearheads were 
assigned to the Newton 
Field.

By Ted O’Neil
Staff Writer

Gearheads fi nd 
success at world fi nals

The Gearheads 
hang out at the 
Robotics FIRST 
World 
Championships 
in Houston last 
month.

COURTESY PHOTO
See FINALS, page 10A
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Sip, Shop, Stroll the Docks 
Food and Family Fun!

Then discover the Boat of  your Dreams!

Tradition
An exciting event with a long-
standing history in southeast 
Michigan. The show is the largest 
spring in-water show in the region. 

Activities
Boats from 16 - 60 feet
Marine products, services,
accessories, and more!
Music
Scenic water views
Cocktails, Food, family fun!

greatlakesboatingfestival.com

Free Admission
Open to the public and free to
attend. This boating lifestyle 
event is sure to become one of 
your favorites.  

Saturday, May 18: Noon - 7 pm 
Sunday, May 19: Noon - 5 pm

Location
Grosse Pointe Yacht Club
788 Lake Shore Road 
Grosse Pointe Shores, MI
Free shuttle from 
Ferry Elementary School

“It was the most dif-
ficult field based on 
each team’s rankings,” 
Pierick said. “You play 
10 matches and we fin-
ished with four wins, 
five losses and one tie.”

The top eight teams 
on each field choose an 
alliance to form three 
teams and then one 
alternate.

“We were picked by 
the No. 1 alliance on 
our field to be their 
backup,” Pierick said. 
“They weren’t doing it 
to be nice. They wanted 
to win. We were ready 
in case one of the other 
robots had a mechani-
cal or electrical fail-
ure.”

Pierick said the alli-
ance was led by a team 
from California ranked 
third in the world.

“We got to know them 
last year and as we 
were inspecting each 
other’s robots they gave 
us some advice. They 
saw this year we took 
their advice and said, 
‘We want you to be our 
backup.’”

The finals, on the 
Einstein Field, saw the 
alliance fall 2-0 in a 
best-of-three match.

“We would have loved 
to have been wheels on 
the ground and some 
people  commented 
maybe we should have 
been subbed in after the 
first loss,” Pierick said. 
“But we were there 
helping with strategy 
even though our robot 
wasn’t out there.”

The FIRST Robotics 
s e a s o n  b e g i n s  i n 
January when the gov-
erning body releases a 
150-page rulebook that 
outlines what the robots 
have to accomplish.

“You need to build a 
new robot every year,” 
Pierick noted. “They 
look very closely at 
that.”

The team meets a few 
times a week in the fall, 
ramping up to about 20 
hours a week once the 
season starts.

“We use the old auto 
shop at North,” Pierick 
said. “We’ll be there 
usually three hours a 
n i g h t  T u e s d a y , 
W e d n e s d a y  a n d 
Thursday, then nine or 
10 hours on Saturdays.

“It takes a lot of disci-
pline for these students 
to show up,” Pierick 
added. “They’ve got 
homework for all their 
classes, extracurricular 
activities. But it really 
helps them grow their 
leadership and social 
skills.”

The students also are 
applying what they 
learn in various classes.

“Not only are they 
using what they learn in 
their math and science 
classes, but also say, 
English, how to better 
communicate,” Pierick 
said. “This is real-world 
engineering that will 
give them an edge going 
into college and seek-
ing internships.”

As Behringer said at 
the board meeting, the 
team attributes much of 
their success to the 
financial backing it has 
rece ived  f rom the 
G r o s s e  P o i n t e 
Foundation for Public 
Education and the GP 
F o u n d a t i o n  f o r 
STEAAM.

In the final rankings 
following worlds, the 
Gearheads ended up 
137th worldwide out of 
3,474 teams, 118th 
nationally out of 1,804 
teams and 19th in 
Michigan out of 511 
teams.

FINALS:
Continued from page 9A

The Family Center of Grosse 
Pointe & Harper Woods recently 
hosted a “Risk of Underage 
Drinking” poster contest. Art 
students at Grosse Pointe North 
High School designed the post-
ers and students in Grosse 
Pointe South High School’s 
Wellness Club voted on the win-
ners.

Sofia Danna’s poster earned 
first place, while Juliette Aouad 
placed second and Andrew 
Bernard earned third place. 

Of her entry, Danna wrote, 
“My poster’s main purpose is to 
prevent teenagers from under-
age drinking. Underage drink-
ing is a serious problem that 
affects many lives. In my poster 
I included five pieces of infor-
mation that I find most impor-
tant. I thought the information I 
used would impact others opin-
ions on underage drinking 
the most. I mainly used informa-

tion talking about the conse-
quences and risks you take 
while consuming alcohol.

“While creating my poster, dif-
ferent ideas and designs flooded 
my mind,” she continued. 
“The main idea I tried to get 
across in my poster was the con-
sequences you can get when you 
consume alcohol not of age. I 
knew I wanted to include the 
action of someone consum-
ing alcohol because it reflected 
my main goal of the poster. The 
young girl laying at the bottom 
of the poster is being flooded 
with the risks and consequences 
of consuming the alcohol. This 
shows the audience all the risks 
shown are what’s ‘inside’ the 
bottle of alcohol.”

Bernard also commented on 
his poster.

“My initial thought was the 
impact underage drinking has 
on students and how it risks 

their academic opportunities,” 
he wrote. “Ironically, you could 
even argue it’s most rampant in 
the highest form of education: 
college. The social situations 
college creates — partying and 
mixed-aged demographics 
where older students supply 
younger students with alcohol — 
was something I wanted to high-
light in my poster’s design. 

“The double meaning of the 
phrase, ‘Don’t let it take what’s 
yours,’ refers not only to your 
college education but your 
future opportunities as well,” he 
continued. “The ‘it’ is the urge to 
drink coupled with the social 
pressures to do so. As the post-
er’s statistics show, this isn’t 
anecdotal: Underage students 
that drink are more likely to per-
form poorly in school. My poster 
powerfully demonstrates the 
inherent dangers of underage 
drinking.”

Students share ‘Risk of Underage 
Drinking’ message through posters

COURTESY PHOTOS

From left, Sofi a Danna’s poster, Juliette Aouad’s poster and Andrew Bernard’s poster.
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It was a simple decision 
selecting 663 Lakeshore 
in Grosse Pointe Shores 
as the site of this sum-
mer’s Grosse Pointe 
Historical Society gala.

“Everyone who drives 
along Lakeshore Road 
has watched the building 
of this house and mar-
veled at the materials and 
process,” said Stuart 
Grigg, society president. 
“Guests will get a chance 
to see the marvels of the 
interior and truly appreci-
ate the work of artisans 
who spent three years 
building this landmark.”

“Soiree at the Stone 
Manor,” at the home of 
Seth and Ruth Krueger, 
takes place 5:30 to 10:30 
p.m. Thursday, June 20, 
and provides a glimpse 
into the unique home.

The couple began plan-
ning the palatial estate in 
2016, and broke ground in 
2017. They met with 
architects and went back 
and forth regarding what 
direction to take.

“Seth ended up design-
ing the whole house,” 
Ruth Krueger said. “It’s 
eclectic because we 

picked all the elements we 
liked.”

The combination of 
their styles leaves the 
Kruegers at a loss when 
describing the house, 
which includes features 
similar to Rocky Mountain 
style, as well as Tudor ele-
ments.

“It’s sort of a lodge style, 
more rustic,” Ruth 
Krueger noted. “We put in 
more Grosse Pointe 
details, too.”

Added Seth Krueger, 
“It’s defi nitely a cohesion 
of a couple styles. The 
designers and architects 
we worked with, no one 
agreed on what style it is.”

They found middle 
ground and agreed on 
neutral walls, white trim, 
black windows and indus-
trial fixtures. The ele-
ments are reflected 
throughout the house, 
pulling each room’s indi-
viduality neatly together.

“We built a style guide 
to go off of for all the inte-
rior design,” Ruth Krueger 
said. “Seth wanted natu-
ral materials, like stone. I 
did the interior with 
ceramics and wood and 
metal. Those elements are 
repeated in various ways 
throughout the whole 

house.”
Also while designing 

the house, Seth Krueger 
wanted to keep in mind 
the idea of building a 
“100-year-old home,” he 
said. “I was doing it in the 
way it was constructed, 
the materials used and 
also the style of the bones 
of the house, making that 
be timeless. I wanted it to 
have a modern, clean feel, 
but also, whether it’s 100 

years ago or 100 years in 
the future, still making it 
work.”

The home’s flooring 
and exterior entry doors 
are made from reclaimed 
mixed oak from Canadian 
barns. Countertops and 
open shelving match the 
wood.

“All of the timber is new 
cedar that was distressed 
onsite with axes and 
chains,” Seth Krueger 

added, noting builders 
used a shou sugi ban 
bonding technique, 
“where you burn the wood 
first to make it water 
repellant, fire resistant 
and termite resistant. It 
not only has an aesthetic 
look, but it goes along 
with the 100-year look.”

The same lumber is 
used inside and outside 
the house for continuity. 

Other features of the 

home include leaded-
glass doors; three chim-
neys for three types of 
fireplaces, including a 
Rumford fi replace and a 
pizza oven; and a kitchen 
that “cheats geometry.”

“I rotated it at a 
30-degree angle, so it 
touches the great room, 
the dining room, the 
breakfast room and it 
looks out back,” Seth 
Krueger said. “It turned 
the house into having a 
very unique feel. The 
angle is not only in this 
room, but it goes into the 
upstairs, too, which made 
it challenging to build.”

Grigg also has a few 
favorite features he noted 
while touring the house.

“As a history and build-
ing buff, I love all the 
intriguing details and 
materials,” he said, “and 
Seth’s deep knowledge. 
I’ve learned about a 
‘canoe valley’ on a slate 
roof and staddle-stone 
detailing for the base of 
solid wood pillars. This 
new house, built with tra-
ditional techniques, has 
taught me details to look 
out for in the historic 
homes in Grosse Pointe 

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Grosse Pointe Historical Society summer gala is June 20

‘Soiree at the Stone Manor’

PHOTOS COURTESY OF WAYUP MEDIA

Left, the kitchen has a farmhouse feel to it with its white fi nish and black hardware. Right, the dining room looks out to Lake St. Clair and a pizza oven is nestled 
in the corner.

The library and piano room include a fi replace made of hand-carved limestone 
imported from Italy.

See SOIREE, page 8B
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Northern LightsNorthern Lights

COURTESY OF 
JENNIFER COPE OF 
GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS

COURTESY OF MARY GAGNON OF 
GROSSE POINTE WOODS

COURTESY OF MICHELLE AND MAIRIN HEIMBUCH OF GROSSE POINTE PARK

COURTESY OF MEGHAN ZELDES OF 
GROSSE POINTE PARK

COURTESY OF ANGELA OLEKSIAK OF GROSSE POINTE WOODS

COURTESY OF SARAH SCARMEAS OF GROSSE POINTE WOODS

COURTESY OF SARAH SCARMEAS OF 
GROSSE POINTE WOODS

COURTESY OF JENNIFER BIERKLE OF GROSSE POINTE WOODS

COURTESY OF ANGELA OLEKSIAK OF GROSSE POINTE WOODS

COURTESY OF CAMILLA ANDEN MCGEEHIN OF THE CITY OF GROSSE POINTE

COURTESY OF CESAR TORRES OF GROSSE POINTE FARMS

COURTESY OF JOHN GELLE OF THE CITY OF GROSSE POINTE

Michigan residents across the state had one of the best shots in decades to see 
Northern Lights last weekend, May 10 to 12. Scientifi cally known as the 
Aurora Borealis, the lights are actually collisions between electrically charged 
particles from the sun entering the earth’s atmosphere. They’re caused by the 
sun’s solar fl ares, swept through the expanse of space by the solar wind.

The Grosse Pointe News asked residents to share their snapshots of this 
amazing spectacle and our readers did not disappoint. So in case you missed 
it, here are a handful of Northern Lights notables.
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Closing out the second 
annual Purple in the 
Pointes campaign — 
which saw purple porch 
lights, ribbons and other 
flashes of purple dis-
played throughout the 
community in support of 
autism awareness — the 
Full Circle Foundation is 
hosting a performance by 
magician Cody Clark.

Clark, who has autism, 
will perform “A Different 
Way of Thinking” at 6:30 
p.m. Tuesday, May 21, at 
Ford House,  1100 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Shores. It’s an autism 
advocacy magic show in 
which Clark entertains 
guests while sharing his 
personal journey on the 
autism spectrum.

“It’s a message-heavy 
show that’s still fun and 
has magic and storytell-
ing about what living with 
autism is like,” Clark said, 
noting how his own chal-
lenges, pitfalls and tri-
umphs as someone on the 
spectrum align with the 
challenges, pitfalls and 
triumphs involved with 
magic.

“I figured we needed 
something informational 
and educational to wrap 
up Purple in the Pointes, 
so I started looking online 
to see who was out there 
and what we could bring 
to the community,” said 
Patty Sunisloe, Full Circle 
board member and Purple 
in the Pointes organizer. 
“I found Cody. … When I 

found out how many 
places he travels to and 
how in-demand he is, I 
thought he has to be 
good.”

Clark was introduced to 
the world of magic as an 
11-year-old on a family 
vacation to Gulf Shores, 
Ala. Magician Bart 
Rockett pulled him 
onstage to assist with a 
few tricks; his introduc-
tion to performing 
involved sawing a woman 

in half.
But there was another 

element to being onstage 
that struck him harder.

“I saw that it contrasted 
well with not being good 
at sports or having OK 
grades,” he said.  

It allowed him, a boy on 
the spectrum, to develop 
a hobby into a passion 
and then into a successful 
business. He’s been per-
forming magic 20 years 
and touring profession-

ally the past decade, shar-
ing his talent — and his 
personal message — with 
audiences around the 
country.

Clark honed his magic 
skills with help from sev-
eral mentors, but added 
the advocacy component 
to his work while a stu-
dent at the University of 
Louisville.

“There are no secrets 
onstage,” he said. “My fel-
low students were won-
dering about my quirks 
and tics. … That was the 
impetus to write full 
scripts for my shows.”

Now he shares his mes-
sage through a range of 
shows, geared toward 
students at all grade lev-
els, colleges and universi-
ties, as well as adults in 
the work force.

“It works on a profes-
sional development level 
and a family fun level,” he 
said. “There’s a universal 
appeal to the show, 
whether it’s for a college 
or a school assembly or a 
corporation. … One of the 
strengths is having that 
fl exibility to adapt to age 
ranges.”

It’s that wide net Full 
Circle hopes to cast for 
Clark’s performance.

“We want to bring in 
people from the school 
system — teachers, 
school administrators,” 
Sunisloe said, “parents 
who have children with 
autism and individuals 
who have autism, too. 
Cody is such an inspira-
tion. 

“I’ve worked with peo-

ple on the spectrum who 
feel hopelessness about 
their future and where 
they fi t in,” she continued. 
“When they see (Clark) 
perform, see how suc-
cessful (he is), how relat-
able, they can see that the 
sky’s the limit. They can 
find their own talents, 
gifts and crafts and have 
the life they want.”

Clark also welcomes 
one and all to his show.

“If you’re directly part 
of the community of 
autism, it lets you know 
you’re not alone,” he said. 
“If there’s no connection 
to autism, you see univer-
sal relatability. Lots of 
people are not good at 
sports and struggle to fi nd 
out what their thing is. … 
Autism is nothing to be 
scared of, just a different 
way of thinking.”

Added  Sun i s loe , 
“Understanding is the 
fi rst step to acceptance. 
That’s why we launched 
Purple in the Pointes, to 
reach out to the commu-
nity and start getting 
them to think about these 
things.”

The Cody Clark Magic 
show is free, but seating 
is limited and registration 
is required at fordhouse.
org. 

“This is my fi rst time to 
Detroit and my second 
time to Michigan; last 
month I performed at 
C e n t r a l  M i c h i g a n 
University,” Clark said. 
“It’s not often I get up to 
Michigan,  so  you 
shouldn’t miss out on this 
opportunity.”

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Purple in the Pointes campaign 
concludes with Cody Clark Magic
Free show entertains, educates about autism

COURTESY PHOTO

Cody Clark will entertain his audience with magic 
tricks while sharing insight into his journey on the 
autism spectrum.

The Grosse Pointe Shores home of Marlene Boll was brightened up after 2,400 
tulips were planted. Each spring, the Bolls have planted tulips in honor of John 
Boll’s Dutch/Netherlands ancestry. While their colors have ranged throughout 
the years, this year 1,200 purple tulips were planted, coinciding with the Full 
Circle Foundation’s Purple in the Pointes campaign. Additionally, 600 white 
and 600 pink and yellow tulips spruce up the Lakeshore yard.

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

Sights of spring

Members from all five Grosse 
Pointe communities once again 
are coming together to honor 
victims of gun violence and sup-
port survivors.

This month and next month, 
as  part  of  Wear Orange 
Weekend, June 7 to 9, and Gun 
Violence Awareness Day, mem-
bers of the community are host-
ing the following events to raise 
awareness and honor the vic-
tims and their families: 

◆ Join neighbors from 5 to 9 
p.m. Thursday, May 30, at 
Otherworld & Mums Arcade for 
a “Flowers & Fun” event as a 

way to prepare for Wear Orange. 
This all-orange event features 
free arcade games, snacks and 
drinks. There also will be a large 
selection of orange flowers for 
sale, along with orange ribbons 
for trees and orange lights. 

◆ At 6 p.m. Thursday, June 6, 
students from Grosse Pointe 
North High School will host a 
gun violence awareness panel 
discussion at the Grosse Pointe 
Public Library Woods Branch, 
20680 Mack. Panelists include a 
member  o f  Sen .  Debbie 
Stabenow’s staff and a profes-
sor from the University of 

Michigan F i rearm In jury 
Prevention Department.

◆ At 7:25 a.m. Friday, June 7, 
Grosse Pointe North students 
will have a Wear Orange sign-
waving rally directly across 
from the high school on Vernier 
Road.

◆ From 4 to 5 p.m. Friday, 
June 7, a silent vigil takes place 
in front of Grosse Pointe Woods 
city hall, 20025 Mack Avenue. 
This vigil will be an opportunity 
for community members to 
share who they Wear Orange for 
and who they are honoring for 
Wear Orange Weekend.

Grosse Pointes host various events 
to honor victims of gun violence

Blood drives
The American Red 

Cross hosts the following 
blood drives:

◆ Noon to 6 p.m. 
Thursday, May 16, 
Grosse Pointe United 
Methodist Church, 211 
Moross, Grosse Pointe 
Farms.

◆ 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
F r i d a y ,  M a y  1 7 , 
Ascension St. John 
Hospital, 22101 Moross, 
Detroit.

◆ 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Friday, May 17, Pointe 
Fitness, 19556 Harper, 
Harper Woods.

◆ Noon to 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 22, 
Richard Elementary 
School, 176 McKinley, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

◆ 11:30 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. Tuesday, May 28, 
Grosse Pointe Woods 
Presbyterian Church, 
19950 Mack, Grosse 
Pointe Woods.

◆ 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Tuesday, May 28, St. 
Clair Shores Senior 
Center, 20100 Stephens, 
St. Clair Shores.

◆ 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday, June 3, Ford 
House, 1100 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

Register at redcross
blood.org.

Lions
The Grosse Pointe 

Lions Club hosts its next 
meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, May 16, at 
Village Grille, 16930 
Kercheval, City of Grosse 
Pointe. Guests are wel-
come.

Grosse Pointe 
Theatre

Grosse Pointe Theatre 
hosts a community open 
house from 10 a.m. to 
noon Saturday, May 18, 
at 315 Fisher, City of 
Grosse Pointe. Guests 
receive tours of the build-
ing, information about 
the group’s different 
departments, a chance to 
meet next season’s direc-
tors and more. Visit gpt.
org or call (313) 881-
4004.

Life Line Screening
Affordable health 

screenings will be avail-
able Saturday, May 18, 
through Life  Line 
Screen ing  a t  the 
Neighborhood Club, 
17150 Waterloo, City of 
G r o s s e  P o i n t e . 
Screenings can check for 
the level of plaque 
buildup in one’s arteries, 
which relates to risk for 
cardiovascular disease, 
stroke and vascular 
health; HDL and LDL 
cholesterol levels; diabe-
tes risk; kidney and thy-
roid function and more. 
Advanced registration is 

AREA 
ACTIVITIES

See EVENTS, page 4B
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required. Special pack-
age pricing starts at $159, 
but consultants will cre-
ate a package tailored to 
each individual. Call 
(877) 237-1287 or visit 
lifelinescreening.com.

Ford House
The Edsel & Eleanor 

Ford House,  1100 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Shores, offers the follow-
ing programs:

◆ Michigan Humane’s 
Mutt March, 8 a.m. to 
noon Saturday, May 18. 

◆ Preservation Tour, 1 
and 2:30 p.m. Monday, 
May 20. Cost is $20 for 
members only.

◆ Paint Out, 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Saturday, June 1. 
Adults are invited to 
enjoy plein air painting 
with a chance to win 
prizes. Cost is $30 for 
members, $40 for non-
members.

◆ Native Plant Sale, 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, 
June 1. 

◆ Fresh Paint Party, 6 
to 8 p.m. Saturday, June 
1. Ages 21 and older are 
invited to celebrate those 
who participated in Paint 
Out. Cost is $25 for mem-
bers, $30 for nonmem-
bers.

◆ Botany & Brews, 6 to 

8 p.m. Wednesdays, July 
24, and Oct. 16. Cost is 
$35 for members only. 

For tickets and infor-
mation, visit fordhouse.
org.

Library
The Grosse Pointe 

Public Library hosts a 
variety of programs. To 
register for the following, 
visit grossepointelibrary.
org.

◆ Readers’ Choice 
Book Discussion Group, 
11 a.m. to noon Saturday, 
May 18, at Ewald, 15175 
E. Jefferson, Grosse 
Pointe Park.

◆ Teen D&D Club, 1 to 
4 p.m. Saturday, May 18, 
at Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ Prissy Portraits, 10 to 
11:30 a.m. Monday, May 
20, at Ewald, 15175 E. 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆ Dream Lab Adult 
Swim, 4:30 to 8 p.m. 
Tuesday, May 21, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ Shelf Indulgence, 7 
to 9 p.m. Tuesday, May 
21, at Ewald, 15175 E. 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆ Tuesday Night Book 
Discussion, 7 to 8 p.m. 
Tuesday, May 21, at 
E w a l d ,  1 5 1 7 5  E . 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆  Screen ing  o f 
“Orchestrating Change,” 
4 to 6 p.m. Wednesday, 
May 22, at Ewald, 15175 
E. Jefferson, Grosse 
Pointe Park.

◆ 1,000 Hours Flower 
Moon Party, 4:30 to 5:30 
p.m. Thursday, May 23, 
at Ewald, 15175 E. 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆ GPPL Friends $5 Bag 
Sale, 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Saturday, May 25, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ Reader Dog, 11 a.m. 
to noon Saturday, May 
25, at Woods, 20680 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods.

◆  Grosse Pointe 
C o m m u n i t y  G a m e 
Meet-up, noon to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, May 25, at 
Central, 10 Kercheval, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

◆ Reader Dog, 2 to 3 
p.m. Saturday, May 25, at 
E w a l d ,  1 5 1 7 5  E . 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

GPAA
The Grosse Pointe 

Artists Association offers 
a variety of classes at its 
studio, located at The 
War Memorial ,  32 
Lakeshore ,  Grosse 
Pointe Farms. To regis-
ter for the following, visit 
g r o s s e
pointeartcenter.org.

◆ Multicolor Japanese 
Woodblock Prints with 
Nobuko Yamasaki, 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturdays, 
June 1, 8 and 15. 
Registration deadline is 
May 16.

◆  Mix & Remix: 
Collage, Surfaces and 
Textures with Marat 
Paransky, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Sunday, June 2.

◆ Landscapes in the 
style of Camille Pissarro 
with Donald Cronkhite, 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Thursdays, June 6, 13 
and 20.

◆ Pet Portraits in 
watercolor with Nancy 
Philo, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Tuesday, June 11.

◆ Two-day Mixed 
Media Print-A-Thon with 
Valerie Allen, 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Saturday and 
Sunday, June 22 and 23.

The Helm
The Helm at the Boll 

Life Center, 158 Ridge, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, 
offers a variety of classes 
a n d  p r o g r a m s . 
Registration is required 
at (313) 882-9600 for the 
following:

◆ Share for Dementia, 
Mondays and Thursdays 
by appointment only, 
with care consultant 
Gray Jessiman. 

◆ Medical Hypnosis 
for Pain Management, 1 
to 2 p.m. Monday, May 

20, with hypnotherapist 
Cheryl Beshada.

◆ Learn Excel Basic 2, 
6 to 7 p.m. Tuesdays, 
May 21 and 28, and June 
4.

◆ Evening Speaker 
Series with Sen. Kevin 
Hertel, 6 to 7 p.m. 
Thursday, May 23.

◆ The movie “The 
Secret” is shown at 12:30 
p.m. Friday, May 24. 
Cost is $3 for members, 
$5 for nonmembers, and 
includes snacks.

◆ Let’s Get Artsy, 
Decorat ive Painted 
Birdhouse, 11 a.m. to 
noon Tuesday, May 28, 
with instructor Linda 
Boyle. Cost is $25 for 
members, $30 for non-
members.

◆ The move “Eat, 
Pray, Love” will be 
shown at 12:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 29. 

◆ Bocce League, 11:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Tuesdays, 
beginning June 4.

◆  Premier World 
Discovery hosts a pre-
sentation about two 
upcoming trips, Italy’s 
Amalfi Coast and San 
Antonio Holiday, 6 to 7 
p.m. Tuesday, June 4.

◆ The movie “The 
Boys in the Boat” will be 
shown at 12:30 p.m. 
Friday, June 7. Cost is $3 
for members, $5 for non-
members, and includes 
snacks.

Rotary
The Rotary Club of 

Grosse Pointe hosts its 
next meeting at 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 22, at 
Village Grille, 16930 
Kercheval, City of Grosse 
Pointe. Nine graduating 
seniors from Grosse 
Pointe North and Grosse 
Pointe South high 
schools will receive 
scholarships. Email 
grossepointerotary@
gmail.com.

League of Women 
Voters

In advance of the Aug. 
6 primary and Nov. 5 
general elections, the 
League of  Women 
Voters of Grosse Pointe 
host a town hall on vot-
ing laws at 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, May 30, at 
The Helm at the Boll Life 
Center,  158 Ridge, 
Grosse Pointe Farms. 
Voters’ rights include 
voting early in every 
statewide and federal 
election; signing up to 
become permanent 
absentee voters; receiv-
ing prepaid postage on 
absentee ballots and 
a p p l i c a t i o n s ;  a n 
enhanced tracking sys-
tem for absentee ballots 
and more. Attendance is 
free, but registration is 
encouraged to reserve 
space. Visit lwvgrosse
pointe.org to register.

EVENTS:
Continued from page 3B

Lindsay Drouillard 
doesn’t horse around 
with her work.

The Grosse Pointe Park 
resident takes seriously 
the treatment she offers 
through her business, 
Therapy Ranch, based in 
Ortonville, which offers 
equine-assisted psycho-
therapy with the mission 
of “empowering people of 
all ages to discover hope 
and resilience on their 
path to mental well-being 
by harnessing the healing 
power of horses.”

Sessions do not involve 
riding horses, rather 
allow clients to brush, pet 
and walk with them. The 
idea is to develop rela-
tionships, connection, 
emotional regulation, 
communication skills, 
mindfulness and resil-
ience.

“It’s important to show 
people a way of manag-
ing the stress in their 
life,” Drouillard said, “of 
fi nding natural and holis-
tic, meaningful skills they 
can take with them that 
aren’t taking a pill. … It’s 
being out in the environ-
ment, fi nding resources 
within to get them to 
restore and relax.

“Horses are really good 
co-regulators,” she con-
tinued. “They have a calm 
demeanor, slower heart 

rate, slow respiratory 
rate. That helps us slow 
our heart rate and respi-
ratory rate. They are so 
regulated and they can 
help us get regulated.”

That rhythm is estab-
l ished through 
b r u s h i n g  t h e 
horses, walking 
with them, recog-
nizing their heart 
rate and respiratory 
rate, she noted. 

“Horses help us 
be in the moment, 
too,” she added. 
“They demand all of 
our attention and 
focus, so we’re not 
able to be worrying about 
the future or thinking 
about the past. They com-
mand attention to our 
emotions. They react to 
it; they give us honest 
feedback.”

Therapy Ranch, which 
formed in 2019, offers 
individual, group and 
team-building sessions, 
but also specializes in 
youth and adults with a 
history of trauma.

“We work with people 
who have anxiety and 
depression,” Drouillard 
said. “We strive to reduce 
anxiety and depression 
and suicidology. We’re 
expanding to include vet-
erans soon.”

Therapy Ranch has 
seven part-time staff 
members, including three 
mental health profession-

als, three equine special-
ists and one certified 
yoga instructor/mindful-
ness trainer.

“I know horses very 
well,” said Drouillard, 
who has been riding since 

age 6. “I’m also a nurse 
practitioner, so I bring 
my medical knowledge 
and horse knowledge 
together to create mental 
health intervention.”

Raising awareness
May is Mental Health 

Awareness Month and to 
help raise awareness, 
Therapy Ranch is partici-
pating in a virtual Ride, 
Run & Walk fundraiser 
through Friday, May 31. 

“You do any activity 
and track your own 
miles,” Drouillard said. 
“It’s fundraising and rais-
ing mental health aware-
ness with over 80 other 
nonprofi ts across the U.S. 
It’s part of the national 
organization Horses for 
Mental Health.”

Those interested in par-

ticipating in the Seen 
Through Horses cam-
paign can sign up online 
at therapyranch.org or by 
visiting its social media 
pages on Facebook, 
Instagram and TikTok.

“You can check it 
out and join the walk 
through the end of 
May,” she said. 
“Joining is just $35 
and you track your 
miles. We’re giving 
away weekly prizes 
for miles and raising 
funds.”

This is the fi rst time 
Therapy Ranch has 
participated in the 

virtual event, though it 
raised funds for the cam-
paign last year.

“We hope next year to 
do an in-person event,” 
Drouillard noted.

This fall, Therapy 
Ranch will host a fund-
raiser at 6 p.m. Thursday, 
Sept. 26, at the Tompkins 
Center in Grosse Pointe 
Park. “Diamonds & 
Denim” includes dinner, 
drinks, a silent auction, 
live music, a photo booth 
and more. A presentation 
about Therapy Ranch 
begins at  7 p.m. 
Sponsorship opportuni-
ties are available at thera-
pyranch.org.

There also are in-per-
son Therapy Ranch expe-
riences available. The 
organization recently 
moved into its new home, 

Stillwater Stables & Stays 
in Ortonville.

“It’s an Airbnb for 
horses,” Drouillard said. 
“We can host retreats, cli-
ents, three-day events, 
five-day intensives with 
clients as groups or indi-
viduals onsite. We always 
work outside and incorpo-
rate nature.”

In action
Therapy Ranch also is 

available for on-site visits. 
Last month, Drouillard 
visited Fitzgerald High 
School in Warren with 
two therapy horses and 
members of her Therapy 
Ranch team. The goal was 
to work with staff mem-
bers on relaxation and 
mindfulness.

“You have to be mindful 
of your position; you 
could get stepped on, 
kicked, stuck between 
them,”  she  sa id . 
“Mindfulness helps, too, 
with your position in the 
world. Horses really do 
allow you to use all your 
senses at the same time.”

During the workshop, 
yoga instructor Briana 
Nixon and psychiatric 

nurse practitioner Amy 
Fox spoke about mindful-
ness.

Nixon encouraged 
teachers to take cleansing 
breaths, then led them 
through stretches to “get 
our energy grounded and 
centered,” before entering 
a corral with the horses.

“When you go in, 
engage all of your senses,” 
Fox said. “If you’re feeling 
nervous or anxious, that’s 
OK.”

Added Nixon, “Keep 
mindfulness going, notice 
your heartbeat and your 
breathing.”

Teachers were invited 
to pet or brush 13-year-
old Scotty and 18-year-old 
Bunny, the two horses 
Drouillard brought to the 
workshop.

“Be mindful of your 
placement and what the 
horses are doing,” 
Drouillard told teachers. 

“Try to be present with 
them,” Nixon added.

For more information 
about Therapy Ranch or 
to participate in the vir-
tual Ride, Run & Walk 
campaign, visit therapy
ranch.org

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Equine-assisted psychotherapy available through Therapy Ranch
Funds being raised for mental health through May 31

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Lindsay Drouillard with Scotty, one of her therapy 
horses, during the marshmallow drop at Patterson 
Park at the end of March.

PHOTO BY JODY MCVEIGH

Drouillard, with therapy horses Scotty and Bunny, sets up for a recent teacher workshop day at Fitzgerald 
High School in Warren. The horses were instrumental in helping participants practice mindfulness.
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The Easter Bunny may 
have gifted 2-year-old 
Cameron Wirkus his 
lovey, but it was fellow 
Farms residents who 
ensured the two were 
reunited last month after 
the stuffed friend disap-
peared during a walk 
around the neighbor-
hood. 

“We’re at the age where 
they’re very attached to 
loveys and things,” his 
mom, Holly Wirkus, said 
of Cameron and his 
11-month-old sister, 
Chloe. “My son’s just 
starting to express him-
self and he was very sad 
when I couldn’t fi nd it.

“ … They take it on all 
of their walks and I think 
my daughter must have 
thrown it out of the 
stroller.”

Not one, but three, 
Farms residents made 
use of the “Grosse Pointe 
Farms Community and 
Conversation” Facebook 
group to announce the 
presence of a lost lovey 
on the westside of Grosse 
P o i n t e  B o u l e v a r d 
between Stephens and 
Lothrop. 

Holly Wirkus saw the 
first post at 9 p.m. and 

sent her husband, 
Andrew, out to res-
cue the unnamed 
lovey. He returned 
empty-handed, so 
she tried her luck 
with the same 
unfortunate result. 

“I was actually 
nervous because it 
was on a Tuesday, 
which is our trash 
day,” Wirkus said. 
“So when I went out 
the fi rst two times, I 
was discouraged 
t h a t  s o m e o n e 
picked it up and 
threw it away. … 
Then I posted a 
message on the 
Facebook group 
expressing my dif-
ficulty of locating 
the lovey and 
another community 
member privately 
messaged me and 
said he saw it, spotted it 
up on someone’s wall 
post in their yard.”

The third time was the 
charm.

“I found it and I dusted 
it off and put it in my 
son’s crib,” Wirkus said. 
“And then the fi rst thing 
he said in the morning 
was, ‘I found it in my 
crib!’ And he was very 
happy.”

His next words?

“Give to Chloe,” his 
mom recalled, before 
explaining, like many 
younger siblings, the 
11-month-old graciously 
had adopted the doll as 
her own — nevermind 
having been given her 
own matching girl lovey 
for Easter. 

“He is a very sweet boy 
and was more worried 
about wanting to return 
the doll to Chloe,” Wirkus 

said. 
Even days later, the 

excitement remained. 
“Whenever he looks at 

the doll, he is so excited it 
was found,” Wirkus said 
later that week. “This 

morning he kept saying, 
‘I found it! I found it!’”

Wirkus was born and 
raised in the Farms, 
before meeting her hus-
band during medical 
school residency in 

Chicago and choosing to 
return specifi cally to raise 
a family. 

“It really is so special to 
live in a community 
where everyone looks out 
for each other,” she said.

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Community page helps reunite 
2-year-old with treasured toy

This photo was posted on the 
Farms community Facebook 
page when the lovey was dis-
covered on Grosse Pointe 
Boulevard between Stephens 
and Lothrop.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Two-year-old Cameron Wirkus, right, and his 11-month-old sister, Chloe, with 
the recovered lovey.

No lovey left behind

With summer fast 
approaching, the gardens 
and grounds of Fair Lane: 
Home of Clara and Henry 
Ford in Dearborn are 
coming to life and ready 
to welcome visitors. 

Designed by landscape 
architect Jens Jensen, the 
gardens and grounds at 
Fair Lane have long been 
an inviting place to relax, 
reflect and explore. In 
addition to Clara Ford’s 
acclaimed Blue Garden 
and the vibrant pink roses 
in the English Garden, 
Fair Lane boasts a Tribute 
& Cutting Garden, numer-
ous woodland trails and 
an extensive natural habi-
tat ideal for bird watching 
along the Rouge River.

While the main resi-
dence remains closed for 
ongoing restoration, visi-
tors are welcome to 
explore the grounds daily, 
free of charge, from 8 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Visit henryford-
estatefairlane.org for 
more details about Fair 
Lane and membership 
benefi ts, including invita-
tions to special events and 
seasonal gatherings.

From 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, May 18, Fair 
Lane will open its doors 
for its yearly Restoration 
Showcase, where visitors 
are invited inside to see 
the restoration underway. 
Advance registration and 
timed tickets are required 
and available online at bit.
l y / res tora t ionshow-
case2024. 

Concurrently, Fair 
Lane’s garden staff and 
volunteers will host its 
annual plant sale Friday, 
May 17, and Saturday, 
May 18, featuring a wide 
assortment of native 
plants, perennials, bird-
houses, bee houses, gar-
den art, herbs, vegetables 
and more.

Summer also marks the 
launch of Fair Lane’s 
annual sweepstakes. This 
year, guests will help sup-
port the estate’s ongoing 
work to reimagine this 
N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c 
Landmark and get an 
opportunity to win a 
supercharged 2024 F-150 
Raptor R. Combining raw 
power and sophisticated 
design and engineering, 

this vehicle is equipped 
with a supercharged 5.2L 
V8 Predator and roars 
with 720 horsepower, 
making it a formidable 
beast on any terrain. The 
Southeast Michigan Ford 
Dealers is supporting this 
year’s sweepstakes.

Visit henryfordfairlane.
org to purchase tickets. 
All sweepstakes proceeds 
support the restoration 
and re-imagination of the 
Fair Lane estate, whose 
mission is to illuminate 
the lives and legacy of 
Clara and Henry Ford.

Visit Fair Lane, an inde-
pendent 501(c)3 nonprofi t 
organization, at 1 Fair 
Lane Dr., Dearborn, adja-
cent to the University of 
Michigan – Dearborn.

Fair Lane welcomes 
visitors this summer
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The 2024 F-150 Raptor R is up for grabs in this year’s sweepstakes.

The Selfridge Military Air Museum 
invites the public to a special tribute, 
saluting men and women who served in 
the U.S. Military, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday, May 18, and Sunday, May 19. 
The event offers a glimpse into what it 
was like serving during various cam-
paigns.

Exhibits include: “A Vietnam Veterans 
Tribute,” featuring the Michigan 
Vietnam Veterans Traveling Wall, as 
well as “Historic Military Impressions,” 
with campaign-relevant equipment dis-
played in and around the museum. 
Patriotic displays, uniforms and a collec-
tion of U.S. military vehicles from all 

eras also will be on display. 
During a visit to the museum, guests 

may want to take an accessible walking 
tour of the Air Park that has more than 
30 historic military aircraft and displays. 
Free food and beverages will be pro-
vided by National Coney Island, Mission 
BBQ, Texas Roadhouse, Faygo and 
Better Made.

Base access and museum admission 
are required. Veterans receive reduced-
price admission. Active service men and 
women are always admitted free of 
charge. For additional details, including 
requirements for base access, visit self-
ridgeairmuseum.org.

Selfridge Military Air Museum 
announces ‘2024 Veterans Weekend’

The Youth Nautical Education 
Foundation presents its Sail into 
Summer auction and party, with pro-
ceeds benefi ting youth sailing, at 7 p.m. 
Friday, May 17, at the Grosse Pointe 
Yacht Club, 788 Lakeshore, Grosse 
Pointe Shores.

The event, which is open to the public, 
includes heavy hors d’oeuvres, an open 
bar until 9 p.m., a live auction and live 
music by Your Generation in Concert.

“Foundation activity is about commu-
nity and youth education programs,” 
said Jim Morrow, YNEF president. “This 
is one of the ways to raise funds that 
provide scholarships and programs, so 
we are able to support the community.”

Along with annual scholarships, the 
foundation provides support to high 
school sailing programs, junior sailing 
programs at various clubs, as well as the 
Detroit Community Sailing Center. 

“Part of our reach is to include every-
body,” Morrow said, “which is part of 
the reason we dropped ‘Grosse Pointe’ 
from our name. We really are of the 
entire community.”

Tickets to Sail into Summer are $150 
per person. VIP tables are $200 and 
include a $50 charitable donation.

Tickets may be purchased online at 
ynef.org/party; by calling (313) 884-
2500; emailing frontdesk@gpyc.org or 
at the door via credit card or check, 
made payable to Youth Nautical 
Education Foundation.

“There are 28 high schools in metro 
Detroit that have sailing racing teams,” 
Morrow said, noting the growing foot-
print of community sailing. “This is a 
lifelong skill. You don’t need to join a 
club; you can learn to sail and take it 
where you want to go from there.”

— Jody McVeigh

Tickets available for Sail into Summer auction, party

St. Michael’s
St. Michael’s Episcopal Church, 

20475 Sunningdale Park, Grosse 
Pointe Woods, sponsors a workshop 
about advance directives at 10:30 a.m. 
Saturday, May 18. The session is 
designed to explain what an advance 
directive is and how to ease conversa-
tion around it with loved ones. Allie 
Short, LLMSW, case coordinator with 
The Helm, will lead the discussion. 

The workshop is free and open to 
the public, but reservations are 
required and seating is limited to 25. 

Call the church offi ce at (313) 884-
4820 and leave name and phone num-
ber to secure a seat. Coffee and 
refreshments will be provided.

Eucharistic Procession
Eastside Catholic Eucharistic 

Procession takes place at 1 p.m. 
Sunday, June 2. St. Paul on the Lake 
Catholic Church and Our Lady Star of 
the Sea Catholic Church are pairing up 
for this event, during which partici-
pants will walk the Blessed Sacrament 
along Lake St. Clair, from St. Paul to 
Star of the Sea. 

All are welcome to participate. For 
more information, visit bit.ly/
EastsideEucharisticProcession2024.

CHURCH EVENTS
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Obituary notices are purchased and often prewritten by family or friends. While 
we try to run obituaries as submitted, we nevertheless reserve the right to edit for 
accuracy, style and length.

Dr. Walter Guevara

Dr. Walter Guevara, 88, 
formerly of the City of 
Grosse Pointe, passed 
away Wednesday, May 8, 
2024.

He was born Nov. 23, 
1935, in Santa Fe, 
Argentina, to Dr. Luis 
Bernardo Guevara and 
Ana Clorinda Guevara. 
The family later moved to 
Córdoba, Argentina, 
where he completed his 
medical studies at the 
Universidad Nacional de 
Córdoba, along with his 
identical twin brother, 
Dr. Omar Guevara. 

He met his beautiful 
future wife ,  Rosa 
Pucheta, on a mountain-
climbing trip. When he 
saw her, he asked her to 
put his hat next to her 
seat on the bus. They 
soon married and in 1960 
emigrated to the United 
States, where he special-
ized in psychiatry with an 
emphasis on adolescents 
and younger adults. He 
completed his internship 
at Barberton Citizens 
Hospital in Barberton, 
Ohio, in 1962, and his res-
idency at the Lafayette 
Clinic in Detroit, in 1966.

Walter established 
M e d i c a l  a n d 
Psychological Services in 
Harper Woods and later 
in St. Clair Shores. He 
built a respected team of 
physicians, psycholo-
gists, counselors and 
social workers serving 
the mental health needs 
of the community. Rosa 
joined him in managing 
his practice. He retired in 
1997. 

In 1966, Walter and 
Rosa settled in Grosse 
Pointe, where they raised 
four children and were 
involved with many activ-
ities, including the Grosse 
Pointe Chapter of Rotary 
International, St. Paul on 
the Lake Catholic Church, 
Eastside Tennis Club and 
coaching boys’ soccer. 
He loved nature and was 
a longtime member of the 
Woodland Springs Club 
in Comins. Since they 
lived far from their fami-
lies, they became active 
in  the  Argent ine 
Association of Detroit 
and helped many newly 
arriving Argentines adapt 
to their adopted country.

They traveled the world 
together and later retired 
to Lauderdale by the Sea, 
Fla., where they enjoyed 
life meeting with friends 
and family. After Rosa 
passed in 2018, Walter 
began a new life journey 
with his lovely partner, 
Carolina. They were very 
happy; traveling, visiting 
with friends and being 
thankful to God for the 
privi lege of  being 
together.

Those who met Walter 
w e r e  i m m e d i a t e l y 
charmed by his gentle-
manly manner. He lis-
tened and gave wise 
counsel with good humor 
and without judgment. 
He always was there for 
everyone through good 
and challenging times. 
He stressed the impor-
tance of family and stay-
ing connected. He lived 
his life honorably. He 
loved to dance and told 
fascinating stories of his 
life and adventures. He 
loved to read about sci-
e n c e  a n d  s p a c e . 
Affectionately known as 
“Tata” by his grandchil-
dren, he loved spending 
time with them, teaching 
them to swim, leading 
nature walks and telling 

stories. 
Whether family mem-

ber, friend, patient or 
acquaintance, he would 
find a way to connect 
with people and make 
them feel loved, cared for 
and respected. The fam-
ily cherishes wonderful 
memories and know 
many will think of him 
and smile about some-
thing he said or did that 
touched them.

Walter was prede-
ceased by his parents; his 
wife, Rosa Guevara; sis-
ter, Raquel Guevara; and 
brothers, Luis Bernardo, 
Jorge, Dr. Omar and Raul 
Guevara. He is survived 
by his loving partner, 
Carolina Strutz; daugh-
ter, Denisse Guevara 
Veater (Colin); sons, 
Herman Guevara, Walter 
Guevara Jr. (Keri) and 
Dr. Tristan Guevara 
(Mary); and grandchil-
dren, Natalie and Arthur 
Veater, Camila, Andres 
and Luis Guevara, 
Graciela, Nicolas and 
Luke Guevara, Abigail 
and Tristan Tomas, and 
Sofi a Guevara. 

A celebration of life will 
be held later in the year.

Donations in Walter’s 
name may be made to 
Haiti and Africa Relief 
Team Inc. (HART) at hart
fund.org or P.O. Box 
806176, St. Clair Shores, 
MI 48080.

Katherine Jordan 
Melick

Katherine Jordan 
Melick passed away 
Thursday, May 9, 2024, 
with her children by her 
side.

Born Feb. 20, 1930, to 
Serafim and Ariste 
Jordan, Katherine grew 
up in Detroit and gradu-
ated from Southeastern 
High School in 1948. 
Upon graduation, she 
accepted a job at Bank of 
the Commonwealth. 
Within two years, she 
was promoted to secre-
tary to the president and 
blazed a path for women 
by eventually being 
appointed the first 
woman officer in the 
bank’s history.

In 1964, Katherine was 
among a small group of 
women whose names 
were given to both 
Michigan Gov. George 
Romney and President 
Lyndon B. Johnson as 
leading Detroit business-
women who, “if given the 
chance could make valu-
able contributions to their 
state and country.”

Katherine married 
Robert Melick in 1964. 
They were happily mar-
ried for 48 years and 
together raised two chil-
dren. She was devoted to 
creating a loving home 
for her family. An accom-
plished sewer who cre-
ated beautiful clothing, 
Katherine also loved to 
needlepoint and knit.

Katherine will be 
remembered for her ever-
present smile, kindness 
and playful humor. Her 
k i n d h e a r t e d n e s s 
extended not only to her 
family and close friends, 
but to anyone she met on 
any given day. This 
endearing quality allowed 
her to count people from 
all walks of life among 
her friends. The legacy 
she leaves her family is 
one that will remind them 
to live every day with 
gratitude and remember 
that offering a smile to 
others is the simplest act 

of kindness.
Katherine was prede-

ceased by her husband, 
Robert; and siblings, 
George, Fr. Basil Gregory, 
Edna and Thomas. She is 
survived by her son, 
Jordan; daughter, Ariste 
Egan (John); and grand-
children, Christian and 
Patrick Egan.

A funeral Mass took 
place at St. Paul on the 
Lake Catholic Church. 

Memorial donations 
may be made to M.D. 
Anderson Cancer Center, 
1515 Holcombe Blvd., 
Houston, TX 77030.

Share a memory at 
verheyden.org.

Thomas Stephen 
Vaughn

Thomas  Stephen 
Vaughn,  68 ,  d ied 
Saturday, May 11, 2024, 
after a courageous one-
year battle with pancre-
atic cancer.

Tom was born June 17, 
1955, in Detroit, to Joseph 
and Frances (nee Baker) 
Vaughn. He was a lifelong 
resident of the Grosse 
Pointes, residing in 
Grosse Pointe Woods the 
past 42 years. Tom 
attended Our Lady Star of 
the Sea School and Austin 
Catholic Preparatory 
School where he made 
friendships that lasted 
throughout his life. Tom 
was a proud graduate of 
Georgetown University, 
earning his Juris Doctor 
and Bachelor of Science 
degrees, both with magna 
cum laude honors. 

Tom had a prestigious 
44-year career as an attor-
ney for Dykema, a fi xture 
in the firm’s Corporate 
Finance Group. Described 
by colleagues as a titan in 
the metro-Detroit com-
munity, Tom’s career was 
marked by unwavering 
dedication and relentless 
pursuit of excellence. 
Tom loved the city of 
Detroit and was long 
involved with the 
Association for Corporate 
Growth (ACG) Detroit, 
serving on the board of 
directors. He proudly 
accepted the ACG Detroit 
Lifetime Achievement 
Award on May 6, 2024. 
Tom served as a trusted 
advisor, strategic thinker 
and beacon of integrity in 
his fi eld. He was consis-
tently listed among the 
top lawyers in Michigan 
and America. 

Tom was passionately 
committed to his commu-
nity, as exemplifi ed by his 
service to the city of 
Grosse Pointe Woods 
since 1983. Tom served as 
city councilman from 
2021 until his death. He 
enjoyed contributing to 
his beloved community 
with his enthusiasm and 
thoughtful attention to 
detail.

Tom cherished spend-
ing time with those close 
to him. From backyard 
games and bike rides to 
dancing at weddings with 
Patti, Tom always was 
ready to have fun. Tom 
enjoyed being outdoors 
and was especially drawn 
to the natural beauty of 
national parks. He hiked 
with family at as many of 
them as he could. A life-
long learner, Tom loved 
having new experiences 
with his family and shar-
ing his wealth of knowl-
edge with his children and 
grandchildren. 

Tom’s energy and zest 
for life were unmatched. 
He will be dearly missed 

by his wife of 44 years, 
Patti Krausmann-Vaughn; 
and his four children, 
Catherine Vaughn-
Gillman (Eric), Cecelia 
Forinash (Brian), Patrick 
Vaughn (Jason Kim) and 
Audrey Vaughn. He was 
proud to be called 
“Pampa” by his six grand-
children. Tom also is sur-
vived by his fi ve siblings, 
Kathie Hickel (Gerry), 
Jackie O’Boyle (Paul), 
Marybeth Grosfield 
(Dick), Jeff Vaughn 
(Patty) and Jim Vaughn 
(Ellen), and was loved by 
many in-laws, nieces, 
nephews, cousins and 
friends. 

Visitation will be held 2 
to 8 p.m. Sunday, May 19, 
Verheyden Funeral 
Home, 16300 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Park. He 
will lie in state at 9 a.m. 
until his funeral Mass at 
10 a.m. Monday, May 
20, at Our Lady Star of the 
Sea Church, 467 Fairford, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests donations 
be made to the Grosse 
Pointe Woods Foundation, 
gpwfoundation.org; The 
Kirk Gibson Foundation 
for Parkinsons, kirk
gibsonfoundation.org; or 
Regina High School, 
reginahs.com. 

Robert Glen 
Vallee Sr.

Robert Glen Vallee Sr., 
passed away peacefully 
Saturday, May 11, 2024, 
surrounded in love by his 
family. He lived a long 
and successful life of 
nearly 96 years, leaving a 
legacy of ambition, opti-
mism and determination. 
Known for his wit and 
inspiring presence among 
crowds large and small, 
Bob was the epitome of 
the American dream: a 
hard worker who took 
advantage of every oppor-
tunity to better his life and 
the life of his family.  

He was predeceased by 
his beloved wife of 67 
years, Virginia Fern 
Johnson Vallee.

Bob is survived by chil-
dren, Robert G. Vallee Jr. 
(Linda), Laurence S. 
Vallee (Jayne), Lisa M. 
Vallee (Jeff) and Janet S. 
Vallee (Todd); as well as 
grandchildren, L. Scott 
Vallee Jr., Lauren D. 
Vallee, Joseph M. Vallee, 
Taylor A. Vallee, Payton 
C. Vallee, Gerard P. V. 
Smith and Jeffrey C. P. 
Smith. Robert also leaves 
behind four great-grand-
children, Arden Vallee, 
Louis Vallee, George 
Vallee and Arthur Vallee.

Born Nov. 4, 1928, in 
Rogers City, Bob was the 
youngest of nine children. 
His parents, Eugene and 
Genevieve Vallee, were of 
French-Canadian origin. 
Raised in a devout 
Catholic family of humble 
means, Bob’s father 
worked in the Rogers City 
calcite quarry and his 
mother was a home-
maker. Bob spoke fondly 
of his siblings and liked 
sharing stories of child-
hood adventures in 
Rogers City, from serving 
as an altar boy to ice skat-
ing on Lake Huron to his 
dog, Sandy McTavish, 
and his many odd jobs. 

Bob’s teenage years 
were spent in Grosse 
Pointe, where he was 
raised by his sister, 

Lorraine, and her hus-
band, George McAllister. 
He graduated from 
Grosse Pointe High 
School (now Grosse 
Pointe South) where he 
met the love of his life, 
Virginia, in 10th grade.   

Upon graduation, Bob 
returned to Rogers City to 
fi nd work. Eager to make 
money, he followed in 
some of his brothers’ foot-
steps and worked aboard 
the John G. Munson 
freighter — an experience 
he proudly recalled as the 
worst job of his life.

In his early 20s, Bob vol-
unteered for combat duty 
in the Korean War and 
served with the 45th 
Infantry Division, earning 
nine battle ribbons and 
the Combat Infantry 
Battalion Badge. He was 
honorably discharged 
with distinction in 1953. 
Despite serving on the 
front lines under the 
toughest of circum-
stances, Bob cherished 
the discipline and cama-
raderie the U.S. Army 
taught him, channeling 
his experience into valu-
able lessons for himself 
and those close to him.

Bob built a long and 
successful business career 
with The George P. 
Johnson Co., (now a divi-
sion of Project Worldwide) 
spanning more than fi ve 
decades. He joined the 
business — founded as a 
fl ag-making company by 
his father-in-law — as a 
truck washer before 
working his way up 
through sales and into 
management. Bob even-
tually became president, 
CEO and sole owner of 
the organization, which 
under his leadership grew 
to become the leading pri-
vately held experience 
marketing agency in the 
world (project.com).

Among his many 
accomplishments are his 
four children. Together 
with Virginia, or “Tootsie,” 
he made certain to instill 
in the two boys and two 
girls the basics of a 
responsible lifestyle, lay-
ing a foundation of 
Christian and patriotic 
values such as hard work 
and integrity. Bob was an 
affectionate dad, gener-
ous and genuine with his 
emotions, and he loved 
making people laugh. 
Around the Vallee house-
hold, and especially at 
dinnertime, there was 
never a shortage of com-
edy fodder with Bob hold-
ing court and telling 
stories (many of them fab-
ricated) and pulling just 
about any joke — until 
Tootsie told him to stop.

Bob and Virginia were 
generous philanthropists 
throughout their lives, 
supporting community, 
cultural, religious and 
healthcare initiatives 
across Michigan and 
Florida. One of their most 
creative contributions is 
the Virginia and Robert 
Vallee European — Early 
Christian Gallery at the 
Detroit Institute of Arts. 
They also were signifi cant 
donors to St. John 
Hospital in Detroit, mak-
ing donations that have 
benefitted cardiology, 
pediatrics and gastroen-
terology.

Arrangements are 
being handled by A.H. 
Peters Funeral Home in 
Grosse Pointe Woods. A 
funeral service is sched-

uled at 4:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 22, at 
Christ Church Grosse 
Pointe, 61 Grosse Pointe 
Blvd., Grosse Pointe 
Farms. Interment will be 
at the Christ Church 
Grosse Pointe columbar-
ium. In lieu of fl owers, the 
family invites contribu-
tions to the Boys and Girls 
Clubs of Southeastern 
Michigan, bgcsm.org

Mary Ann Kosek
Mary Ann Kosek, 95, 

passed away Tuesday, 
May 7, 2024. 

She grew up in Detroit 
and graduated from Cass 
Technical High School, 
majoring in dressmaking 
and design. Mary Ann 
went on to use her skills 
to make exquisite cloth-
ing at the high-end 
depar tment  s to re , 
Russeks, in downtown 
Detroit and for herself as 
well. She eventually 
sought out a higher-pay-
ing job and went to work 
for Burton Abstract and 
Title Co., as a secretary. 

Mary Ann met the love 
of her life, Tom, through 
the Catholic Youth 
Organization Ski Club. 
They married in 1958, 
and she quit her job 
before the birth of her 
son, Tom. Mary Ann then 
devoted her time to rais-
ing her son; cultivating a 
large annual, perennial, 
fruit and vegetable gar-
den; and volunteering at 
St. Veronica Catholic 
Church in East Detroit. 
Eight and a half years 
later, she had a daughter, 
Annie. 

Mary Ann was a fabu-
lous cook, baker, textile 
artist, gardener and vol-
unteer. She regularly vol-
unteered at her children’s 
schools and in the local 
nonprofi t food banks and 
arts communities. After 
her husband, Tom, 
retired from General 
Motors, they spent more 
time boating, fishing, 
camping and exploring 
Michigan. Mary Ann also 
kept busy with her many 
friends and children, sup-
porting the local arts and 
culture community. 

She lost her husband, 
Tom, in 2015, and is sur-
vived by her children, 
Tom and Annie Kosek 
(Christof Othmer). 

In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations may 
be made to The Salvation 
Army, salvationarmyusa.
o r g ;  o r  D e t r o i t 
Goodfellows, detroitgood
fellows.org.

Visitation will take 
place 2 to 8 p.m. Friday, 
May 17, at A. H. Peters 
funeral home, 20705 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods. A celebration of 
life will be held at 10 a.m. 
Saturday, May 18, at St. 
Veron ica  Ca tho l i c 
Church, 21440 Universal, 
Eastpointe. 

Thomas S. VaughnKatherine Jordan MelickDr. Walter Guevara

Mary Ann Kosek

See OBITS, page 7B
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Worship
   Service

Worship Sunday
at 10:00 am

Rev. Richard Yeager-Stiver
An Open & Affi rming Church

240 Chalfonte G.P. Farms
313-884-3075 • www.gpcong.org
WE HAVE AN ARTS MINISTRY

Grosse Pointe
Congregational

Church
(United Church of Christ )

051624

SUNDAY
8:30 a.m. - Bible Study

9:30 a.m. - Worship Service
Sunday School - During Service

WEDNESDAY
10 a.m. - Bible Study

7 p.m. - Worship Service
Randy S. Boelter, Pastor
Making New Disciples-
Building Stronger Ones

Christ the King
Lutheran Church

and Preschool
Mack at Lochmoor • 884-5090

www.christthekinggp.org
15020 Hampton15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park, Grosse Pointe Park, 
Michigan 48230-1302Michigan 48230-1302

AAmbrosembrose
SSaintaint

CCatholic atholic CChurchhurch

MMassesasses
Saturday Vigil — 4:00 p.m.
Sunday — 8:30 and 11:15 a.m.
Tuesday — 8:30 a.m.Tuesday — 8:30 a.m.
Thursday — 7:00 p.m.Thursday — 7:00 p.m.
Friday — NoonFriday — Noon

(313) 822-2814 • stambrosechurch.net • facebook.com/stambroseparish
      Saturday Vigil is streamed online at 8:00 a.m. Sunday on our facebook page      

Sunday, May 19 ~ Pentecost
God’s Spirit Renews The Whole Earth

Sunday Worship at 10 am 
followed by Coffee Hour in the parish hall

    20475 Sunningdale Park               313.884.4820   
      Grosse Pointe Woods             stmichaelsgpw.org      

St. Michael’s Episcopal Church
sharing the Light of Christ 
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Ron Kotz retired from 
his career at Chrysler 
Corp., in 2007, giving him 
more time to focus on the 
thing that really made his 
heart sing: music.

After leading the con-
temporary choir at St. 
Clare of Montefalco 
Catholic Church the past 
36 years — and leading a 
folk group at St. Matthew 
Catholic Church for 20 
years before that — Kotz 
has decided it’s time to let 
someone else take the 
reins. 

He’ll officially step 
down Sunday, May 19.

“When we started doing 
this 56 years ago, I never 
thought for a minute I’d 
still be here in my 80s still 
doing what we were doing 
as kids,” he said. “It’s such 
a special ministry. I’m 
grateful to have all those 
memories.”

Kotz’s devotion to his 
faith began well before St. 
Clare entered the picture. 
After graduating Salesian 
High School in Detroit, he 
entered the seminary, 
where he studied nearly 
nine years. Though never 
ordained, he happened 
upon another calling.

“That’s where the gen-
esis of what I’ve done ever 
since with the folk group 
began,” he said. “This was 
something exciting and 
that stayed with me all 
these years — and that 
e x c i t e m e n t  n e v e r 
stopped.”

While in seminary, 
changes began to take 
place in the Catholic 
Church. Notably, rather 
than preaching in Latin 
with their backs to the 
congregation, priests 
began to address congre-
gants face-to-face in 
English. And, as Kotz put 
it, the guitars came out.

“When things started 
changing, it hit us like a 
rocket,” he said. “… There 
was this sense of partici-
pation. People were spec-
tators before, but then 
they became way more 
involved.”

In 1968, when Kotz 
walked into St. Matthew 
with a guitar slung across 
his back, he was wel-
comed with open arms. 
He joined a newly formed 
folk group and, after a 
couple of practices, was 
asked to lead it.

His focus was on involv-
ing the congregation in 
ways they hadn’t been 
involved before, he said. 

The group — 
much like the con-
temporary choir 
he leads at St. 
Clare — did not 
perform for per-
forming’s sake; it 
was tasked with 
prompting the 
congregation to 
sing along. The 
group also per-
formed outside of 
the church, at 
nursing homes, 
hospital, jails and 
c o m m u n i t y 
events.

“We were never 
just a group that 
sang at the 9 a.m. 
Mass,” said Kotz, 
who met his wife, 
Carol,  at St. 
Matthew. They 
were married in 1976, and 
blessed with two sons and 
two grandsons.

Over time, declining 
attendance at St. Matthew 
prompted the elimination 
of the weekly folk Mass. 
In 1988, St. Clare Minister 
of Music Maureen 
Kennedy asked Kotz if 
he’d take over the 
church’s contemporary 
choir.

“Ed Possilius was the 
biggest help having us 
make the transition to St. 
Clare,” Kotz recalled. 
“From 1988 to 2000, when 
he passed, he was abso-
lutely integral to every-
thing we did.

“… Things formalized 
the longer we were at St. 
Clare,” he added. “We 
were young, a little bit 
irreverent. That has car-
ried us through this whole 
time. The music got better 
and the musicians got 
way better.”

The contemporary 
choir welcomes “anybody 
inclined to sing and who 
feels moved by the music,” 
he said. “People that 
joined us are of every age.

“We never had audi-
tions,” he added. “We take 
ordinary people singing 
songs they can relate to.”

Over the years, more 
than 200 people have 
sung in the choir, around 
25 to 30 people at a time, 
“because that was all we 
could accommodate,” 
Kotz said. “Whenever 
we’d lose a key member, 
somebody would pop up 
with a different skill set 
and we’d keep going. That 
happened over and over 
again.

“… The music is always 
tied to the liturgy,” he 
noted. “It’s like a stage 
play. The music has to 

support the underlying lit-
urgy and reinforce the 
message the priest would 
be preaching about. It’s 
not just fun and games.”

In the early 1990s, stu-
dents from Grosse Pointe 
South High School joined 
the choir, which prompted 
the start of a scholarship 
program for graduating 
seniors. Donations to the 
choir allowed the scholar-
ships to be self-funded.

“It wasn’t tons, but it 
was enough to give them 
something,” Kotz said.

Other  h igh l ights 
included helping organize 
and the choir performing 
in a benefi t concert for the 
Grosse Pointe Historical 
Society, as well as the 
choir performing in the 
Project  Life Fund 
Christmas concert hosted 
by St. Clare.

“One of the most touch-
ing moments was at Erika 
Beer’s father’s funeral,” 
he added. “She was with 
us all through high school 
and just after she gradu-
ated, her dad was buried. 
That church was stand-
ing-room only. We were 
asked to sing; it was so 
touching. Those are 
important moments for 
people.”

After experiencing 
health issues in recent 
years, Kotz, 81, decided it 
was time to step down.

“I’ve always kept myself 
busy, with reading, draw-
ing, art,” he said, “but I 
missed the opportunity to 
see Michigan. When 
you’re tied to a schedule 
from September to June, 
it’s hard to get away. 
Hopefully we’ll be able to 
do little trips around the 
state and outside the 
state.”

The Kotzes also will 

remain members at 
St. Clare and, 
though he won’t be 
directing anymore, 
they still plan to 
sing.

“I’ll miss it,” he 
said. “That’s one of 
the reasons we’ll 
hang around. I 
n e v e r  r e a l l y 
thought of myself 
as a director or con-
d u c t o r .  E v e n 
though it’s kind of 
informal and even 
though it’s kind of 
popular music, you 
still need discipline. 
Those 15 to 20 peo-
ple need a hand to 
present it a certain 
way.

“… The idea is 
that religion didn’t 

have to be something drab 
and dreary,” he added. 
“We refl ected the joy peo-
ple felt by engaging in a 
ceremony with a human 
component as well as a 
transcendent component. 
That was our driving 
force.”

Kotz said there’s a par-
ticular moment when he’s 
singing that he’ll miss the 
most.

“When I turn around to 
direct the congregation 
and I see people smiling,” 
he said. “We are singing, 
we’re smiling and they’re 
smiling back. You can 
appreciate the connection 
you have in those 
moments when every-
thing comes together. 
There are times when you 
can’t control the tears. 
The emotional part is 
what I’ll miss the most, 
somehow having a hand 
in bringing the congrega-
tion together.”

When asked if the 
church has any plans to 
bid Kotz farewell, he said 
he hopes to be serenaded 
with “Thank You for the 
Music” by ABBA:

“Thank you for the 
music, the songs I’m sing-
ing/Thanks for all the joy 
they’re bringing/Who can 
live without it? I ask in all 
honesty/What would life 
be?/Without a song or a 
dance, what are we?/So I 
say thank you for the 
music, for giving it to me.”

“That’s what I want 
them to know,” Kotz said. 
“All art has a way of 
expressing things that 
can’t be put into words. 
That’s how I feel about 
what we do. There’s music 
and there’s words, but 
there’s something else 
you can’t express in any 
other way.”

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Choir director stepping down 
after 36 years at St. Clare

Geraldine Caroline 
Young

Geraldine Caroline 
Young (nee Maraulo) was 
born April 20, 1931, in 
Grosse Pointe, and passed 
away Tuesday, April 30, 
2024, at age 93, after a 
graceful battle with 
Alzheimer’s disease. Her 
family felt blessed to cele-
brate her 93rd birthday 
with her.

Gerry is survived by her 
loving children, Kevin 
(Maria) and Kathy Young. 
She was most proud of her 
grandchildren, Alex 
Krusinski and Angela 
Young. Angela graduated 
from the University of 
Michigan in 2022, happily 
following in her Grammy’s 
footsteps. 

Gerry was predeceased 
by her husband, Bill, in 
1993; her parents, Martha 
and George Maraulo; and 
sister, Mary Anne Maraulo 
Burns. 

Gerry met William 
Albert Young III at the 
University of Michigan 
while Bill was in law school 
and Gerry was an under-
graduate. They both gradu-
ated in 1952, and proudly 
supported their alma 
mater. They were married 
Nov. 3, 1956.

Gerry started her career 
as an elementary school 
teacher in Lakewood, 
Ohio. She and her family 
spent 18 years in New 
Canaan, Conn., then in 
1994, she began her rise to 
become one of the top 
Realtors in Grosse Pointe. 

Gerry was a huge 
Michigan sports fan and 
loved playing golf, tennis 
and paddle tennis in the 
winter. She regularly beat 
her kids at all sports. Gerry 
also loved watching her 
children and grandchil-
dren compete. When her 
kids were younger, she 
was a constant fi xture at all 
their sporting events. 
During football season, the 
fi rst row of the stands was 
left empty so Gerry could 
run down the sidelines 
with Kevin, usually beating 
him. At swim meets, Gerry 
would race down the side 
of the pool while Kathy was 
competing. She was always 
supportive and loving.

Gerry battled severe 

Alzheimer’s disease since 
2015. The family offers a 
special thank you to the 
great caregivers at 
Beechwood Manor 
Assisted Living in St. Clair 
Shores for the care they 
provided Gerry for the last 
seven years. They always 
looked after her with loving 
care.

A Catholic Mass of cre-
mation burial takes place at 
10 a.m. Thursday, May 30, 
at St. Paul on the Lake 
Catholic Church, 157 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms. 

In lieu of fl owers, dona-
tions may be made online 
at alz.org/gmc/donate or 
mailed to Alzheimer’s 
Association Michigan 
Chapter, 25200 Telegraph 
Rd., Ste. 100, Southfi eld, 
MI 48033.

Share a memory at 
verheyden.org 

Shirley Mae Colson
Shirley Colson, 94, died 

Friday, May 3, 2024, at 
American House Cottage 
in Grosse Pointe Farms.

A longtime Grosse 
Pointe Woods resident, 
Shirley was born June 7, 
1929, the daughter of 
George and Erma Petitt.

Mrs. Colson enjoyed 
music, travel and volun-
teer work, and was the 
“No. 1 Cheerleader” for 
her grandchildren’s sport-
ing events.

She is survived by her 
son, James, and his wife, 
Lynne; and three grand-
children, Christopher 
(Laura Palen), Leigh-Ann 
Szabo (Stephen) and Blair 
Symington (Brendan). 
She was blessed to have 
four great-grandchildren, 
Jack and Ella Colson, and 
Lily and Emma Szabo.

A Celebration of Life ser-
vice was held Wednesday, 
May 15, at Grosse Pointe 
Memorial Church. Her 
remains will be inurned at 
Oakwood Cemetery in 
Sharon, Penn.

Her family extends their 
appreciation to the staff at 
American House for car-
ing for her and enriching 
her life for the past 2 1/2 
years.

Donations in Shirley’s 
memory may be made to 
the The Longest Day — 
American Alzheimer’s 
Association, alz.org/the
longestday

Shirley Mae ColsonGeraldine C. Young

OBITS:
Continued from page 6B
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Ron Kotz will end his tenure as choir 
director at St. Clare of Montefalco 
Catholic Church this Sunday.
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GROSSE POINTE ANIMAL ADOPTION SOCIETY
Animals Available for 
Adoption at gpaas.org
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
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 Meet

KATKAT

 Meet

MARIOMARIO

Female,
1 Year old,
Shepherd/
Hound Mix,
Black/Tan,

20 lbs.

20542 Harper
(Lennon and Harper)

(313) 884-1551
www.gpaas.org

Male, 1 year old, Shorthair, Orange Tabby.Male, 1 year old, Shorthair, Orange Tabby.

like Ford House. And of 
course, who isn’t envious 
of a pizza oven right in 
your own home?”

The Kruegers, who 
moved into the house in 
2021, said they are hon-
ored it was selected for 
the gala, especially since 
it’s a new build and, 
though it has historical 
elements, is not a histori-
cal home.

“It puts validation on 
the historical elements we 
were aiming for,” Seth 
Krueger said. “I don’t 
have an architectural 
background; this is not 
my profession and I don’t 
have a degree in it. When 
designing the whole 
house, my hope was that 
it looks right. The histori-
cal society saying they 
want to host it here is an 
honor.

“… The mentality we 
had during the design was 
we’re not building a house 
for us; whoever’s the 
steward of the home is 
who we’re building it for,” 
he added. “We thought 
quite a bit about design 
and longevity. We might 
be here for a short time or 
the rest of our lives, but 
even that is a fraction of 
this home’s life. That was 
all taken into account dur-
ing the design.”

While Seth Krueger 
most appreciates the iron 
staircase handrails, 
crafted by Artistic 
Diseños in Detroit, his 
wife is partial to the cohe-
sion of variety through-
out the home.

“I appreciate on a daily 
basis seeing all the vari-
ety throughout the house, 
but also seeing balance, 
the continuity,” she said. 
“You get unique feelings 
in each space. I appreci-
ate how you feel cozy in 
one room, a bright open 
space in the next, or fem-
inine or masculine, but 
it’s all cohesive. It’s 
peaceful to know every-
thing goes together.”

That cohesion goes for 
all spaces, including bed-
rooms for their two sons 
and two daughters; they 
began designing the 
house before they had any 
children.

“In designing a house 
like this, a house on the 
lake, the frame of mind is 
we’re not building a cas-
tle-looking house for our-
selves,” Seth Krueger 
noted. “It’s an art piece for 
Grosse Pointe.”

Added Ruth Krueger, 
“We’re doing it in the right 
way as far as putting 
effort into the right design, 
the craftsmanship. We’re 
doing it for the beautiful 
elements so when you see 
the details it’s something 
you really appreciate. 

This is not a house for 
ourselves, but we wanted 
to build something really 
beautiful. We wanted 
more attention to detail.”

Their planning paid off. 
Guests will see for them-
selves as they arrive at the 
main Lakeshore entrance 

and proceed through the 
main floor to the back 
yard, where tents will pro-
vide shade and seating for 
open bars, hors d’oeuvres, 
a catered strolling supper, 
entertainment and a 
photo booth. Vintage cars 
also will be on display.

A pre-gala preview 
reception for sponsors 
takes place in the home 
and includes cocktails, 
special hors d’oeuvres 
and entertainment.

“There’s nothing fi ner 
than a party on a private 
estate in Grosse Pointe in 

s u m m e r ;  i t ’ s  a n 
unmatched evening,” said 
Grigg, who noted the soci-
ety is thrilled the Kruegers 
agreed to open their 
home. “Guests can have 
fun and feel good that 
they are supporting two 
worthwhile causes — the 
historical society and 
Gianna House, if they 
attend the afterglow, too.” 
(See sidebar below for 
details.)

Valet parking will be 
available. Tickets are lim-
ited. General admission is 
$185 each and may be 
purchased through 
gphistorical.org or by call-
ing (313) 884-7010. 
Sponsorship opportuni-
ties also may be found on 
the website. 

Proceeds are ear-
marked for the opera-
tional costs of the society, 
which protects historic 
artifacts, shares and edu-
cates Grosse Pointe his-
tory through its collections 
and website, and brings 
history to life for current 
and future generations 
through programs, lec-
tures, exhibits and activi-
ties.

“There are so many 
good things taking place 
on the GPHS campus,” 
Grigg noted. “We depend 
on community support for 
our operations. The gala 
is a chance to support the 
history of the Pointes and 
adjacent communities.”

The sitting 
room in-
cludes a 
Rumford 
fi replace.

PHOTOS 
COURTESY OF 

WAYUP MEDIA

Left, the iron 
handrail is 
Seth 
Krueger’s fa-
vorite detail 
in the house.
Below, tim-
ber was used 
on the exteri-
or and interi-
or of the 
home for con-
tinuity.

In the 18th century, long, narrow ribbon farms 
ran to the edge of Lake St. Clair. In the 19th cen-
tury, elaborate summer homes for well-to-do 
Detroiters dotted Lakeshore. By the turn of the 
century, the farmland was subdivided and new 
roads developed for the interurban and very 
quickly, the automobile. Summer homes were 
replaced by mansions where the residents 
lived surrounded by exquisite furnishings and 
attended by fl eets of servants.
In 1907, Benjamin S. Warren, a prominent 
Detroit attorney, bought a 107-acre “gentle-
man’s farm” with barns, outbuildings and a 
racetrack. Warren continued farming as an avo-
cation. Eventually he sold much of the acreage, 
including what is now Oxford Road. 
The Warrens lived in the original farmhouse, at 
655 Lakeshore. They added on and remodeled 
through the years to create a home of more 
than 20 rooms, with an “easy, rambling charm.” 
Warren died in 1930 and his widow lived in the 
home, which was known as Fairlawn, until her 
passing in 1965, when the house was razed 
and the property divided.
In 1948, Robert P. Scherer and his wife, 
Margaret, built a new home on property which 
had been part of the original Warren farm. 
Scherer was the inventor of the gelatin drug 
capsule and built the fi rst rotary die process 
capsulating machine, now in the collection of 
the Smithsonian Institution. The home at 665 
Lakeshore had a fully equipped metalworking 

and woodworking shop in the basement.
The home at 665 Lakeshore was designed by 
Hugh T. Keyes, architect for many prominent 
Grosse Pointers. When the Scherers moved to 
the Pointes, they wanted a home that was light, 
bright and contemporary. Keyes obliged, pro-
ducing a rambling glass and gray stone home. 
The Scherers decorated to give the house the 
feeling of a Southern beach home or Hawaiian 
lanai. The home was sold in 1984, to Ron and 
Mary Lamparter, who lived in the house 24 
years.
In 2009, 665 Lakeshore was demolished. In 
2017, ground was broken on the current dwell-
ing, into which the homeowners moved in 
2021. Designed by the owners, Seth and Ruth 
Krueger, with the support of architects, engi-
neers and consultants as a “contemporary cas-
tle,” it was inspired by traditional building tech-
niques and timeless materials and crafts. The 
materials were sourced worldwide; local 
craftsmen executed features including hand-
made hardware throughout the structure.
Seven family members own homes nearby. The 
rear yards have been merged into a shared 
park reminiscent of an English country estate. 
The expansive land has room for a greenhouse, 
terraces, mature trees, swimming pool and 
pool house, paths and, in the winter, a hockey 
rink. The Krueger family estate is unique in 
Grosse Pointe, with three generations sharing 
the space.

The history

Guests to the gala are invited to attend an af-
terglow in the spacious lower level of the 
Krueger home. Guests will be treated to a con-
cert on the 1718 Marquis de Riviere 
Stradivarius violin, which was owned by the 
marquis in the early part of the 19th century. 
The violin has passed through a prestigious list 
of owners and performers. In 1964, it was 
owned by Daniel Majeske, concertmaster of 
the Cleveland Orchestra. Upon his death in 
1993, his son, Stephen, continued to play the 
violin until his retirement. 
In 2004, the Majeske family sold the violin to 
the Gerald and Lynne Krueger family of Grosse 
Pointe Shores. 
Proceeds of the afterglow will benefi t Gianna 
House in Eastpointe.
“It’s a pregnancy housing center that houses 
women from any point in their pregnancy up 
until a year after the baby is born, to give them 
a stable environment,” Ruth Krueger said. “I 

met Joella Bush, the executive director, who is 
… really passionate about giving a safety zone 
to these moms who are in unstable living envi-
ronments. As a mom, that really impacted me. 
They’re providing stability, which is important, 
especially at a time when they’re vulnerable.
“When I was approached for this, Gianna House 
was my fi rst idea,” she continued. “I thought, 
how can we help in a larger capacity? I talked 
to Stuart (Grigg, Grosse Pointe Historical 
Society president) and he was very open to 
sharing that spotlight with Gianna House. I 
hope this gets Gianna House in the sightline of 
people who hopefully will be interested in sup-
porting them.”
Tickets to the afterglow are $75 and may be 
purchased online at 
eventbrite.com/e/soiree-at-the-stone-manor-
tickets-818451810397?aff=oddtdtcreator
For more information about Gianna House, visit 
giannahouse.org

The afterglow

The 2017 
gala fea-
tured per-
formances 
on the 1718 
Marquis de 
Riviere 
Stradivarius 
violin, 
owned by 
the Krueger 
family. The 
2017 gala 
was hosted 
by Chad 
Krueger, 
Seth’s 
brother.

SOIREE:
Continued from page 1B
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In the whirlwind of nurturing fami-
lies, managing households and jug-
gling careers, mothers frequently fi nd 
themselves at the center of a delicate 
balancing act. Let’s be honest, moms 
still carry the lion’s share of parenting 
tasks and predominantly play the role 
of default parent despite modern-day 
advances in division of labor and 
attempts to co-parent equally. Yet, 
amid the chaos of daily life, it’s critical 
for moms to recognize the importance 
of prioritizing their own mental well-
being. 

Here are compelling reasons why 
moms should take better care of their 
mental health:

First, a mother’s mental health sig-
nifi cantly infl uences the well-being of 
her entire family. Mothers are the emo-
tional anchor of the household and 
when their mental health suffers, it can 
ripple through the family dynamic. By 
prioritizing their own well-being, 
moms not only draw from a full well 
— rather than an empty one — but they 
also help foster healthier relationships 
and nurturing environments for their 
children to thrive in.

Furthermore, self-care isn’t selfi sh; 
it’s essential. But self-care is way more 
than a day at the spa. True self-care 
involves things like paying careful 
attention to the signs and signals our 
bodies are sending us and responding 
to those in a deeply nurturing way. I 
remember when I was parenting my 
young children, I became so accus-
tomed to ignoring exhaustion and 
fatigue I continued to push myself to 
function at full capacity instead of 
allowing myself to rest or reach out for 
support when I needed it. 

Taking time to recharge and priori-
tize mental health also includes paying 
careful attention to our thoughts and 
behaviors. Listen carefully to your 
inner dialog. What do you notice? If 
your tone is self-critical, harsh or judg-
mental, there are strategies and tools 
therapists use to help shift those 
thoughts into self-love, compassion 
and kindness.

Moms typically are the pillar of the 
family system. When that pillar starts 
to crumble, everything goes down. 
When we pay careful attention to our 

self-care needs, such as getting ade-
quate sleep and rest, focusing on good 
nutrition, exercise, socialization and 
outlets for stress, moms can bolster up 
their reserves and operate from a place 
of abundance rather than scarcity or 
resentment. 

On a more serious note, neglecting 
mental health can have serious long-
term consequences. Chronic stress and 
untreated mental health issues can 
lead to a host of physical ailments, 
including heart disease, weakened 
immune systems and increased sus-
ceptibility to illness. By prioritizing 
self-care, moms not only safeguard 
their mental well-being but also pro-
mote better physical health for them-
selves and their families.

Lastly, modeling healthy self-care 
sets a powerful example for children. 
By witnessing their mother prioritize 
her mental health, children learn the 
importance of self-love, boundaries 
and the value of seeking help when 
needed. In doing so, moms empower 
their children to prioritize their own 
mental well-being as they navigate 
through their own life challenges.

Moms play an irreplaceable role in 
the lives of their families, making it 
critical for them to prioritize their men-
tal health. By doing so, they not only 
benefi t themselves but also create a 
ripple effect of positivity that extends 
to every member of the family and 
extended social network as well. 
Remember, self-care isn’t a luxury, it’s 
a necessity.

If you need more support, reach out 
to our team at thriveadvantagegroup.
com 

Megan Gunnell, LMSW, is a local 
psychotherapist and founder of the 
Thrive Advantage Group. She’s also a 
No. 1 bestselling author, speaker, inter-
national retreat leader and coach who 
helps her clients learn to thrive at work 
and at home. Visit thriveadvantage-
group.com or megangunnell.com for 
more information. 

The Family Center provides free pro-
grams and resources that help build 
happier, healthier families. Learn more 
at familycenterhelps.org.

Why should mothers 
prioritize their mental health?
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A S K  T H E  E X P E R T S  By Megan Gunnell, LMSW

Students from St. Paul 
on the Lake Catholic 
School cleaned nearly 40 
gravestones in the St. 
Paul Catholic Cemetery, 
which has been located 
on Moross since the par-
ish acquired the property 
in 1868. 

“This Corporal Work 
of Mercy is one way we 
show respect and honor 
the dignity of the 
deceased,” said Tricia 
Kesteloot, director of 
evangelical charity at St. 
Paul.

Teams of students, 
parents and teachers 

used a simple formula of 
dish soap, soft brushes 
and lots of water to clean 
the grave markers. 
Marcia McBrien, St. Paul 
on the Lake parish histo-
rian, did extensive 
research on what prod-
ucts would be best suited 
for the project, taking 
into the consideration 
the age of the grave-
stones. Stones were 
marked in advance of the 
project to ensure only 
certain ones were 
cleaned.

McBrien and Izzy 
Donnelly, former direc-

tor of education and col-
lections manager with 
the Grosse Pointe 
Histor ica l  Society , 
shared with students his-
torical information about 
Grosse Pointe, St. Paul 
on the Lake and many of 
the departed who are 
buried in the cemetery.

“When cleaning was 
complete ,  s tudents 
included saying a prayer 
at each gravesite,” 
Kesteloot said. 

An additional opportu-
nity to clean grave mark-
ers will likely take place 
in early or mid-autumn.

Students clean gravestones 
at St. Paul Cemetery

Honoring the past

COURTESY PHOTOS

Before and after photos of the Rev. John Elsen’s headstone. Elsen was the pas-
tor at St. Paul on the Lake for 10 years, 1889-99.

Clara 
Johnson 
and Maleah 
Miller scrub 
a headstone.

Teacher Michelle Roberts and students stand near headstones they just fi n-
ished cleaning as Andrew Adlhoch reads the prayer, “Eternal rest grant unto 
him/her, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon him/her. May they continue 
to rest in peace. Amen.”

Mackenzie 
Bobak works 
hard to scrub 
the dirt and 
moss off a 
headstone.

PHOTOS BY 
RENEE LANDUYT
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GROSSE POINTEGROSSE POINTEGabbyGabby Pointing you in Pointing you in 

the right the right 

direction with direction with 

real-life advice!real-life advice!

Dear Gabby: This (and 
every single) Memorial 
Day, my inlaws insist 
on having a barbecue 
together.

How do I just get that 
day to relax and plant 
my flowers? It’s not 
that I don’t love them — 
I do. I just feel like 
doing my own thing for 
once.

—Trying to lose this 
tradition in the Park

Dear Trying,

Traditions can be part 
of the foundation of solid 
and healthy families. 
However, if you are 
THAT unhappy about an 
afternoon, let’s think 
about this. How about 

the best of both worlds? 
You are free all day to 
garden and whatever 
fl oats your boat — and 
this year your spouse is 
in charge of gathering, 
buying and prepping all 
of the barbecue “stuff.”

You get to show up 
stress-free for an hour or 
so of the festivities while 
taking a year off of the 

work part of the barbecue.
Kick back, eat some ribs 

and crack a beer in cele-
bration of your beautiful 
garden and your day off.

—Gabby

We love problem-solving 
and giving advice! Please 
send us your questions & 
problems to advice@
grossepointenews.com.

Rethinking holiday get togethers

DEAR ANNIE: My mom 
passed away six months 
ago. I am in possession of 
her cremated remains. 
Shortly before her death, I 
moved to the other side of 
the country, to a place 
she’d never been.

She mentioned many 
years ago she would 
want her ashes to be 
scattered in the state of 
Maine, where she resided 
for about 15 years in the 
1990s. When she men-
tioned being scattered, 
she didn’t seem very 
serious. She was in great 
health at the time and 
much younger.

I don’t feel comfortable 
with her ashes in my 
home. When I received 
them, I had them blessed 
by a priest at the church. 
You see, my mother no 
longer had any friends or 
relatives, and when she 
passed away, she was 
residing in Florida.

I didn’t even have a 
memorial service there 
because it would’ve just 

been me and probably a 
couple nurses from the 
facility she was in. It 
would’ve made no sense 
to scatter her ashes in 
Florida because she 
really wasn’t happy there.

I don’t have anyone to 
help me with this. I’m 
growing old and have 
many health issues. If I 
were to take the trip to 
Maine, it would involve a 
very long fl ight with lay-
overs and connecting 
fl ights. I think I’d be risk-
ing my health.

My question is, should 
I scatter her ashes here 
in my new homeland, 
which is very lovely, or 
put the urn in a mauso-
leum near me? I am so 
distraught and desperate 
for advice.  — ASHES TO 
ASHES

D E A R  A S H E S : 
Handling the fi nal wishes 
of a loved one is always a 
deeply personal and 
challenging task, espe-
cially if their plans 

weren’t clearly outlined 
or aren’t practical to 
carry out.

Given your health con-
cerns and the diffi culties 
involved in traveling to 
Maine, it’s understand-
able to look for alterna-
tives that still honor your 
m o t h e r ’ s  m e m o r y 
respectfully. 

Scattering her ashes 
locally or placing the urn 
in a nearby mausoleum 
are both respectful 
options. If you choose a 
local scattering, select a 
place that is serene and 
beautiful, where you feel 
her presence would be at 
peace and where you can 
visit comfortably.

The mausoleum could 
offer a sense of perma-
nence and ease of visita-
tion, which might bring 
you more comfort.

Whatever decision you 
make, ensure it brings 
you peace and feels like 
a fi tting tribute to your 
mother’s memory, taking 
into account your own 

needs and limitations. 
I’m sure your mother 
would more than under-
stand and appreciate 
however you decide to 
handle it.

DEAR ANNIE: I have 
been married to my 
spouse for two decades 
and in a committed rela-
tionship with him for 23 
years. We are parents to 
a 17-year-old son. While 
our relationship is char-
acterized by mutual love 
and respect, I am con-
cerned about the state of 
our physical intimacy.

Despi te  repeated 
attempts to initiate dis-
cussions on the topic, my 
husband becomes defen-
sive and dismissive, 
asserting that I place 
undue emphasis on sex-
ual intimacy and that it 
should not be the pri-
mary focus of our mar-
riage. This lack of 
intimacy has adversely 
affected my emotional 
and physical well-being, 

although I maintain a 
deep affection for him as 
a person.

While I acknowledge 
his lower l ibido, I 
believe that a healthy 
level of intimacy is 
essential for any marital 
relationship. I am seek-
ing your professional 
guidance in addressing 
this sensitive matter 
and exploring potential 
solutions to rekindle the 
physical aspect of our 
marriage. — INTIMACY 
CONCERNS

DEAR INTIMACY 
CONCERNS: If direct 
conversations have 
ended in defensiveness, 
consider broaching this 
topic together in couples 
counseling. A therapist 
can facilitate discussions 
and provide strategies to 

help both of you under-
stand each other’s needs 
better.

Meanwhile, try to 
increase physical affec-
tion in non-sexual ways, 
like holding hands or 
hugging. These can be 
steppingstones to more 
intimate moments.

Keep an open dialogue, 
emphasizing to your
husband your desire to 
nurture and strengthen 
your bond together as 
a team.

With professional 
guidance and patience, 
you have a good chance 
of fi nding a balance that 
suits both your needs.

Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2024 
CREATORS.COM.

Deciding Mom’s fi nal resting place Dear Annie
by Annie Lane

The Grosse Pointe Public Library hosted its Books on the Lake event 
Saturday, May 11, and welcomed authors Bonnie Jo Campbell and 
Brendan Slocumb. This event is the library’s signature author event during 
which the library spotlights authors who are selected by the staff.

Sylvia McKinney waits to have her book signed while Jill Campbell
fi nishes recording a hello for a friend from author Brendan Slocumb.

Lynne Krieg listens as author Bonnie Jo Campbell tells her about the scarf 
a friend made that is based on the cover of her newest book, “The Waters.”

Amelia Glebocki, right, a special education paraprofessional at Grosse 
Pointe South High School, has followed author Bonnie Jo Campbell for 
14 years.  Glebocki fi rst met Campbell in 2010, when she was a student at 
Saginaw Valley State University and the editor of the campus literature 
magazine. Glebocki was thrilled to hear Campbell was one of two authors 
chosen for this local event. Campbell recognized Gelbocki right away and 
the two had a nice time catching up.

Authors
Bonnie Jo Campbell

and
Brendan Slocumb.

Photo story by Renee Landuyt

Books on the Lake
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by Anna Lizer

Is there anything better 
than that post-dentist, 
shiny-teeth feeling?

My youngest sister is 
about to graduate from 
dental school and I cannot 
believe she will be a real-
life practicing dentist in just 
a few short weeks. She’s 
been sharing a few of her 
favorite tips and tricks 
about oral hygiene with me 
along the way and I’m 
happy to share those tips 
with all of you.

One of her instructors is 
a big fan of the water 
fl osser and after using mine 
for a few months, it’s safe 
to say I am obsessed. 

This might be the lamest 
thing I’ve ever said, but a 
water fl osser does make a 
big difference in the overall 
health and longevity of 
gum tissue.

According to my sister 
and her instructors, many 
people hate flossing and 

never do it. Sorry to break 
it to you, but a dentist can 
take one look at your gums 
and see if you actually fl oss 
regularly. 

Water fl ossing tends to 
be much easier for people 
to incorporate into their 
daily routines.

Water fl ossers effectively 
remove plaque from the 
teeth and along the gum 
line. They use a stream of 
pulsating water to clean 
the mouth and can easily 
reach areas that traditional 
string fl oss might miss. 

They are super gentle on 
gums and great for people 
with sensitive gums or who 
might fi nd traditional fl oss-
ing painful. The water 
stream doesn’t cause irrita-
tion and often is considered 
more comfortable than 
string fl oss. 

Water fl ossers are great 
for people with braces, den-
tal implants, crowns or 

bridges. The water jet can 
reach places that are diffi -
cult to reach with string 
fl oss, so it tends to be easier 
for teenagers with orth-
odontic work to maintain 

good oral hygiene. 
Regular use of a water 

flosser can significantly 
reduce gingivitis and gum 
disease by effectively 
removing debris and bacte-

ria from between the teeth 
and under your gum line.

I have super sensitive 
gums and teeth, so I love 
that my water fl osser has a 
sensitive setting, which 
allows for a customized 
cleaning experience.

It’s so quick and easy to 
use and I have no issue 
using it twice daily. It’s 
more fun to use than tradi-
tional fl oss, so I’m sure it 
might motivate people, 
especially children, to use 
them more regularly.

My sister also suggested 
filling the water flosser 
with a mixture of half 
water and half mouthwash. 
She thinks this leads to a 
superb clean and allows 
people to floss and use 
mouthwash at the same 
time. 

I used to actually 
make fun of my sister for 
using a water fl osser and 
now here I am, using one 

and loving it. 
I found a pretty inexpen-

sive option on Amazon for 
$25.99. It comes with three 
standard nozzles, a peri-
odontal tip for cleaning 
gums, an orthodontic tip 
for users with braces and a 
tongue cleaner.

I love this thing so much 
and I am giving it 5 out of 5 
alligators. If you try one 
and fi nd that it helps your 
routine, let us know! 

5 Out Of 5

We LOVE testing out 
new th ings !  Te l l  us 
about your favorite item 
or something you want 
us to try for you! Drop 
us a l ine at media@
grossepointenews.com.

Food prices have risen 
in the last year, causing a 
cataclysmic decline in din-
ing out. This is having a 
negative impact on the 
sale of wine in restaurants.

If you’re a regular res-
taurant-goer, even to 
casual and reasonably 
priced restaurants, you 
are probably among those 
who are opting to avoid 
taking out a mortgage to 
continue dining out. 

This is a major headache 
for restaurant owners, 
some of whom may have 
sown the seeds of their own 
ruin long ago by charging 
too much for wines when 
times were good. In many 
instances, prepandemic 
wine pricing was not in din-
ers’ favor either.

Today, things are close 
to being a disaster, partly 
because wine prices have 
escalated from exorbitant 
to stratospheric.

The San Francisco 
Chronicle recently did a sur-
vey to determine if readers 
were dining out less often 
than they have been. Nearly 
600 people responded to the 
survey. Eighty percent 
said they were not eating 
out as frequently.

Regardless of how 
accurate that number is, 
it still represents a shock 
to the system of anyone 
who owns a restaurant. 
And one of the obvious 
results of fewer diners is 
restaurant closures, 
which are on the rise.

Anecdotally, certain 
restaurant dishes that 

were once reasonably 
priced, such as pasta and 
chicken, have become 
more expensive in recent 
months. And once you 
add a bottle of wine, the 
cost of dining out is 
nearly prohibitive.

One major problem is 
how diners are being 

charged higher prices in 
restaurants almost by 
deception. Unrevealed 
“service fees,” ranging 
from 3 percent to more 
than 20 percent, have 
been popping up on bills 
and go unnoticed by 
many diners.

Here are two parallel 
scenarios:

• 2022 cafe experi-
ence: two salads ($12), 
two entrees ($30), one 
bottle of wine ($40), 9.5 
percent sales tax ($7.79). 
Total without tip: $89.79. 
Total with 20 percent tip:  
$107.75.

• 2023 cafe experi-
ence: two salads ($15), 
two entrees ($36), one 
bottle of wine ($46), 9.5 

percent sales tax ($9.22), 
service charge (5 per-
cent) $5.31. Total with-
out tip: $111.53. Total 
with 20 percent tip: 
$133.84.

So, it costs roughly $26 
more in 2023 than a year 
earlier for the same meal. 
And chances are that the 

bottle of wine in this sce-
nario was one that prob-
ably cost no more than 
$17 in a retail shop.

Starting July 1 in 
California, the hidden 
(never mentioned until 
the bill arrives) “service 
fees” will be a thing of the 
past. A new state law pro-
hibits them. But that 
merely means that service 
fees will be camoufl aged 
in other ways, such as in 
the form of even higher 
prices for entrees.

The obfuscation will 
be gone, but the pain will 
persist. What’s a frugal 
diner to do?

One strategy to con-
sider is dining at home. 
And to make the experi-
ence a little more special, 
improve the quality of the 
wine. There should be a 
vast difference between a 
$17 chardonnay and one 
that sells for $26. 

And although most 
people regularly spend 
moderate amounts for 
their wines, dining at 
home can be cheaper, and 
the quality of the wine 
improves the experience.

Here are two sugges-
tions:

•Sauvignon blanc: 
2 0 2 2  D r y  C r e e k 
Sauvignon Blanc is a clas-
sic example of this popu-
lar variety, and the wine 
can often be found at well 
under $20 per bottle.

•Blended red: 2022 
Bonny Doon Le Cigare 
Volant: The grenache 
grape is this wine’s lead 
variety, and it is not only 

aromatically excellent, 
but also delightfully 
structured to work with 
almost any kind of food. 
And often it is priced 
below $20.

Wine of the Week:

2023 Frisk Prickly 
Riesling, Alpine Valleys 
($12) — This wine is 
bright and hugely fl oral 
with a delightful aroma 
of lime and ginger, a 

lemony midpala te , 
slightly sweet, and effer-
vescent. Pair it with 
Asian food — or just sip 
on a patio! It’s imported 
by Old Bridge Cellars, in 
Napa, California. 

To fi nd out more about 
Sonoma County resident 
Dan Berger, visit the 
Creators Syndicate web-
page at www.creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2023 
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Wine  Talk
by Dan Bergerby Dan Berger

This recipe is a take 
on a Jamie Oliver rec-
ipe. His point was that 
sometimes the side 
dish can be the star of 
the show.

This potato dish defi -
nitely achieves great-
ness on the dinner plate.

Lots of fennel is 
added including the 
core and top stalks 
(fronds). It’s a licorice 
taste in raw form but 
when cooked it turns 
sweet and soft.

Then cream and 
cheese are poured over 
top that have been 
infused with rosemary, 
garlic and bay leaves. 
It’s baked until you 
achieve a bubbling pan 
of goodness.

My kids and I ate it 
straight from the pan 

because it was so good. 
But if you have com-
pany over, plates might 
be required.

Cheers, Mombeau

Potatoes with fennel 
and onions

4 large Yukon Gold 
potatoes

2 fennel bulbs

1 large white onion

1 cup whole milk

1 cup heavy cream

3 large rosemary 
stems

2 bay leaves

6 whole garlic cloves

1 cup freshly grated 
parmesan

Salt and pepper to 
taste

Start by prepping 
the vegetables. Peel 
and thinly slice the 
potatoes and onion.

Trim the fennel 
bot tom and s l ice 
thinly. You can use all 
of it in this recipe. 
Save the fronds on top 
for garnish.

Add the mix to a 
large, greased baking 
dish.  Season with 
salt and pepper and 
combine with clean 
hands.

Next, add the milk, 
cream, herbs and garlic 

to a saucepan and bring 
to a slow simmer. Once 
you see some bubbles, 
turn off the heat.

The herbs and garlic 
will gently kiss the 
cream mixture. Let it 
sit for a few minutes. 
Then add ½ cup of par-
mesan. Stir to combine.

Remove the rose-
mary, bay leaves and 
garlic. Pour the mix-
ture over the vegeta-
bles and attempt to mix 
everything together. It 
will look like a lot but it 
cooks down. Cover 
with aluminum foil and 
place in a 400 degree 
oven for 30 minutes. 
Uncover and add the 
remaining parmesan 
over top.

Bake for another 
30-40 minutes or until 
the potatoes are fork 
tender. Best served 
with beef or fi sh.

Courtesy of Mombeau’s Table

PHOTO BY KAREN FERGUSON

Dining out woes

Best
BAR BURGERSBAR BURGERS

IN TOWN!IN TOWN!

CALL for CARRY-OUTCALL for CARRY-OUT
18666 Mack Ave., Grosse Pointe Farms

313-881-5675
051624

SEE 
MENU

BEST
BEST

of the

20        23

yKennedy’s

EST. 
1980

Delivery available through
Doordash, Grubhub and UberEats.

OPEN FOR LUNCH OPEN FOR LUNCH 
SATURDAYSSATURDAYS

GRILL OPEN
12pm - 12am

$5 BURGERS
12pm - 4pm

Delivery Available throughDelivery Available through
DoorDash, Uber Eats & GrubhubDoorDash, Uber Eats & Grubhub

NOW SERVING

FRENCH DIPSFRENCH DIPS
ON

SATURDAYS
& SUNDAYS

Potatoes Al Forno

                                                                                                                         FILE PHOTO

In a recent survey, 80 percent of respondents 
said they were not eating out as frequently. 



GROSSE POINTE NEWS, MAY 16, 2024

4C  |  LIFE & LEISURE

Movie Junkie Mark
by Mark Domin

Left, Wilber Tennant (Bill Camp)meets with Rob (Ruffalo).

Rob Bilott (Mark Ruffalo) testifi es in court. Rob (Ruffalo) is comforted by his wife Sarah (Hathaway).

Wilbur Tennant (Camp) arrives with his evidence.

The real
Rob Bilott
with Mark
Ruffalo.

MOVIE REVIEW
“Dark Waters”

2019 - Rated PG-13
2 hr 6 min
★★★★✩

One of the scariest 
movies I’ve seen recently 
isn’t the latest sequel to 
“ T e x a s  C h a i n s a w 
Massacre” or “Friday the 
13th,” it’s this powerful 
fi lm from director Tom 
Haynes. “Dark Waters” 
was written by Nathaniel 
Rich, Mario Correa, and 
M a t t h e w  M i c h a e l 
Carnahan and it tells the 
story of what happens 
when a corporation or 
industry is allowed to 
self regulate.

What makes it so 
frightening is that it’s 
based on true events, and 
it happened just a few 
years ago. 

Several friends of the 
actor Mark Ruffalo sent 
him an article that 
appeared in the New 
York Times. “The Lawyer 
Who Became DuPont’s 
Worst Nightmare” by 
Nathan Rich dealt with a 
topic they knew Ruffalo 
was passionate about.

He ended up spear-
heading the project with 
Haynes and they made 
the film in less than a 
year. And what an excel-
lent movie they created. 

Ruffalo plays Rob 
Bilott, and attorney 
who’s just been named 
partner at a prestigious 
Ohio law fi rm. During a 
meeting, a cattle farmer 
arrives at the offi ce with 
boxes of videotapes with 
evidence of massive pol-
lution near his property.

The gentleman is 
Wilbur Tennant (Bill 
Camp), an old friend of 
Bilott’s grandmother. He 
reluctantly agrees to meet 
with the famer and look 
into his claims. What he 
witnesses is absolutely 
shocking. The property is 
a sea of mounds of dirt — 
graves of hundreds of dis-
eased cows.

At one point, a crazed 
cow attacks them and is 
subsequently shot. How 
could the lawyer not take 
up the cause? This spear-
heads the events that are 
at the core of this fine 
“whistleblower” themed 
movie. 

The culprit in the fi lm is 
the DuPont Corporation, 
which is the major 
employer in the small 
West Virginia town of 
Parkersburg.

Once Bilott’s investiga-
tion gets underway, it’s no 
secret amongst the locals 
what he’s up to. He and his 
family get sideways 
glances from folks while 
attending Mass, but not 
the expected level of 
antagonism. I liked that 
it’s treated subtly, instead 
of the usual ostracizing 
and getting jeered at. It 
makes for a more convinc-
ing telling of the story.  

Bilott is encouraged by 
senior partner Rob Terp 
(Tim Robbins), and he’s 
soon collecting records 
from DuPont. In fact, 
he’s absolutely over-
whelmed by the sheer 
volume of paperwork he 
receives. Literally hun-
dreds upon hundreds of 
boxes of potential evi-
dence. When a bunch of 
papers fall to the fl oor, 
he sits down to read 
them and begins orga-
nizing them into piles. 
The viewer immediately 
realizes what a daunting 
task he has ahead of him. 

It’s eventually discov-
ered that a chemical, 
PFOA, is behind the 
increase in disease in the 
citizenry and livestock in 
the area. DuPont had 
been dumping it into a 
landfi ll for years.

PFOA,  commonly 
know as Tefl on, is used 
in everything from frying 
pans to clothing and car-
peting. It’s a synthetic 
compound that’s virtu-
ally indestructible and 
never breaks down.

There’s a brief scene 
when Bilott is driving 
through town and he 
sees a young girl riding 
her bike. When she smiles 
at him he notices her teeth 
are all black. Later he has 
a flashback when it’s 
revealed that one side 
effect of ingesting PFOA 
is blackened teeth in 
humans and animals. 

Adding to the ominous 
feeling of the fi lm is the 
innovative camerawork 
of cinematographer 
Edward Lachman. A 
good deal of “Dark 
Waters” is just that. 
Dark. Many of the scenes 
are under-saturated and 
have a monochromatic 
blue hue to them. They 
almost have a horror fi lm 
vibe to them. 

But what really makes 
the fi lm so effective is the 
superb acting.  Ruffalo 
has never been better. 
You can sense the events 
taking their toll on him. 
As the fi lm progresses, 
he seems to be saddened 
by the shear weight he 
has on his shoulders.

He’s lucky to have a 
strong supportive wife 
Sarah (Anne Hathaway) 
offering him encourage-
ment. Even though the 

case takes him away from 
his family, she never 
gives up on him. 

(Spoiler alert)
One thing that makes 

this such an unusual and 
provocative movie is the 
way it ends. In a way, it 
doesn’t have an ending.
There’s no impassioned, 
rousing speech that gets 
the whole courtroom on 
its feet, followed by a 
bunch of victory hugs 
and back patting. This is 
due to the fact that the 
resulting lawsuits con-
tinue to this day. Rob 
Bilott has never given up 
and is still fighting the 
good fi ght. 

Currently streaming on 
Netfl ix and available to 
rent on YouTube. 

My rating system:

★ A real stinker. A 
movie that is so bad,
you’re embarrassed to 
admit you’ve seen it, 
but you have to rate it 
nonetheless. 

★★ So-so. Not a total 
waste of time, but you 
would have been better 
off  reading a good 
book. 

★★★ Pretty good. In

fact, if there weren’t 
any other movies in 
your queue, you might 
watch it again.

★★★★ One you’d
recommend to friends.

★★★★★ So good
you’d actually go out and 
buy it! 

About this column:

My main focus is on
films that I feel have
gone under the radar and 
deserve more recogni-
tion.

They include both 
mainstream and indie 
fi lms streaming on ser-
vices  l ike Netf l ix , 
Hoopla, and Kanopy. 

I’ll also review note-
worthy new theatrical 
releases as well.

For movie trailers, visit 
youtube.com.

If you have any sugges-
tions, feel free to email me at: 
dominmark@yahoo.com. 

Also, if you’re looking 
for more recommenda-
tions, be sure to check 
out my blog: mov-
iejunkiemark.blogspot.
com.

                                                                                                                                       PHOTOS COURTESY OF LIONSGATE FILMS

Left, Tim Robbins as Tom Terp, Anne Hathaway as Sarah Barlage Bilott 
and Mark Ruffalo as Rob Bilott in the 2019 fi lm “Dark Waters,” directed 
by Todd Haynes. 

Rob Bilott
(Ruffalo)
begins his
research.
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Contract BridgeContract Bridge
THE IMPOSSIBLE DREAM

The best players play well, but they 
don’t always achieve the perfection 
they could attain if they saw all four 
hands. For example, take this deal 
where all four players would have bid 
or played differently had they seen 
each other’s cards.

North had no convenient bid over 
West’s weak jump-overcall of two 
hearts. But after he passed and South 
showed a good hand by bidding 

three clubs, North indicated interest 
in game by cuebidding West’s suit. 
South read this as showing a heart 
stopper, and, after accepting North’s 
invitation to bid three notrump, then 
stood his ground when East doubled.

West led a heart, and South ran like 
a bunny with nine tricks. He could 
have made two overtricks by guessing 
which way to take the diamond finesse, 
but he was understandably content to 
settle for three notrump doubled.

Of course, had West been sufficient-
ly inspired to lead the king and anoth-
er spade, the contract would have 
failed. But then, had North-South 
seen all the hands, they would have 
bid and made five clubs.

East surely would have altered the 
outcome had he simply raised two 
hearts to three, or even had he bid two 
spades. After either action, North-
South could scarcely have arrived at 
three notrump, and it is doubtful that 
they would have reached five clubs.

Part of the fascination of bridge lies 
in attempting to gain the maximum 
result on every deal, even though 
every player realizes that, realistical-
ly, this goal is impossible to attain. 
But there’s still a lot of fun — and cer-
tainly no harm — in analyzing all the 
different possibilities.

©2024 King Features Syndicate Inc.

by Steve Becker

Weekly HoroscopesWeekly HoroscopesWeekly Horoscopes
Royal StarsRoyal StarsRoyal Stars
Moon Alert: There are 

no restrictions to shop-
ping or important deci-
sions today. The Moon is 
in Virgo.

Happy Birthday for 
Thursday, May 16, 2024:

You have a distinctive 
style and are never boring. 
You have a wild streak in 
you that you keep under 
control. This is a slower 
paced year that brings 
opportunities to rejuve-
nate yourself and focus on 
important relationships. 
Seek out people who 
want the best for you.

ARIES
(March 21-April 19)
Today you might have 

to put your emotional 
and practical consider-
ations second to some-
one else. This is because 
you’re in a situation 
where someone else’s 
needs  come f i r s t . 
(You’re not being a mar-
tyr; it’s just what’s hap-
pening.) Home crafts 
and getting organized 
will please you. Tonight: 
Money concerns.

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)

This is a lovely day 
for romance! In fact, 
you won’t be able to 
conceal your feelings 
from others because 
you’re wearing your 
heart on your sleeve 
today. You will also 
feel more protective 
and nurturing today, 
especially toward chil-
dren or someone spe-
cial. Tonight: Financial 
disputes.

GEMINI
(May 21-June 20)

This is an excellent 
day to relax at home 
among familiar sur-
roundings. It will give 
you a pleasant feeling to 
“get away from it all.” 
We all need days to try 
to restore ourselves 
before we sally forth into 
the world again. A con-
versation with a female 
family member could be 
significant. Tonight: 
Research.

CANCER
(June 21-July 22)

Your communications 
with others today matter. 
This is because you feel 
you have something 
important to say and you 
want to be heard. Be 
aware that your thinking 
might be influenced by 
the past today. Take a 
moment before you react 
to someone. Resist giving 
in to a habitual response. 
Tonight: Disagreements..

LEO
(July 23-Aug. 22)

Today you’re concerned 
with money, cash fl ow and 
your possessions. You 
might want to take care of 
something or repair it, or 
you might want to protect it 
from someone. Perhaps 
you don’t want to loan 
something to anyone. 
Think twice before you 
spend money today. 
Tonight: Cooperate.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

Today the Moon is in 
your sign, which happens 
for two and a half days 
every month, and when 
this occurs, it makes 
you more emotional 
than usual. (This hap-
pens to each of us.) 
However, the good news 
is that your luck will get 
a tiny boost. Tonight: 
Avoid controversy.

LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

You might be tempted to 
withdraw and keep your 
feelings secret today, 
because it’s easy to sec-
ond-guess yourself or have 
self-doubts. (The position 
of the Moon today encour-
ages unconscious fears.) 
You might want to explore 
mystical or spiritual disci-
plines that deal with hid-
den truths. Tonight: 
Financial disagreements.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

Your emotional contact 
with friends as well as 
members of groups and 
organizations is impor-
tant to you today. In fact, 

you might feel more pro-
tective and supportive 
than usual to a friend, 
especially someone in 
need. Tonight: Listen.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

Professional and busi-
ness concerns are your 
focus today. You also 
might be concerned about 
what people think of you. 
In fact, you are noticed 
more than usual today, 
which means a public 
argument or any display 
of emotion will register 
with others. Tonight: 
Work.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

Today you have a 
strong urge to “do some-
thing different.” You want 
to break free from your 
daily routine. If you can 
travel, perfect! However, 
if you can’t travel, you can 
certainly explore your 
own neighborhood or 
city. Give yourself an 
excit ing diversion! 
Tonight: Be supportive.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

Today your emotions are 
more intense. (If you don’t 
notice this, others will.) 
You also might be con-
cerned with secrets, espe-
cially because something 
behind the scenes might 
stir up feelings of jealousy. 
That’s because feelings of 
possessiveness might arise 
today. Tonight: Patience.

PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20)

Today the Moon is 
opposite your sign, which 
will turn your attention to 
your most personal rela-
tionships — friendships, 
partners and spouses. If 
you have conflict with 
anyone, it will be more 
emotional. Be smart and 
agree to compromise. 
Tonight: Show respect.

BORN TODAY
Pierce Brosnan (1953), 

actress Megan Fox (1986), 
actor Thomas Brodie-
Sangster (1990).
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Garfield                                                                       Jim Davis
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Beetle Bailey                                          Greg, Brian, Neal and Mort Walker

Flying McCoys           Glenn McCoyZiggy                          Tom Wilson

Wizard of Id       Created by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart. Currently by Mason Mastroianni

Andy Capp                                                                 Reg Smythe 

© 2024 by Andrews McMeel Syndication 5/9 Solution

Complete the
grid so every row,
column and 3 x 3
box contains
every digit from
1 to 9 inclusively.

Previous puzzle
solution

U N I V E R S A L
Sudoku Puzzle

5/16

Blondie                                                                     Chris and Dean Young
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Family Circus                                        Bill and Jeff Keane

“You look nice in that, Daddy. Why don’t 
you ever wear it to work?”

©2024 Bill Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

Universal Crossword

© 2024 by Andrews McMeel Universal
www.upuzzles.com

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER

Edited by David Steinberg May 16, 2024

5/9 Solution

Control Group by Gary Cee5/16

ACROSS
1 Thick things 

to smoke
7 Overacting 

actor
10 Wear down
14 Iron 

15 Chicken ___ 
king

16 Short race, 
for short

17 Renowned 
medical 
center

19 Speechless 
entertainer

20 Seek legal 
damages

21 Nautical 
record

22 Dog that 
visited Oz

23

25 Hit traveling 
close to the 
ground

28 What a 
screwdriver 
might go on

31 Sea of 

32 Fixed-term 
investments, 
for short

33 Short-legged 
Australian 
creature

37 Automaker 
whose name 
preceded 
“mobile”

38 Cabaret 
performance

40 Region
43 Scheduled to 

appear
44 “You look like 

a ___”
47 Classic 

theater name

49
manuscript

51
of Dallas

55 And more 
authors: 
Abbr.

56 “Divergent” 
actor ___ 
James

57 Notable 
period

58
59 It might be 

hinged or 
sliding

60
seen it all, 
perhaps

64 A do or a 

65
66

position
67 Pre-owned
68 Live and ___ 

live
69 “Stop!” ... or 

what one can 
do with the 
start of 17-, 
25-, 38-, 51- 
or 60-Across

DOWN
1 Part of a 

-
tem, for short

2 Garten 
who hosts 
“Barefoot 
Contessa”

3 Erupting 
springs

4
5 Sushi base
6 Mineo of 

“Rebel 
Without a 
Cause”

7
capital

8 Straighten
9 Apple 

product

10

11 Agree to 

contract
12 Withdrawn
13 Just make, 

with “out”
18 In poor health
22 Six-pt. NFL 

23 First letters
24 Livid
26 “Both will do”
27

trains
29

hand tool
30 “Kiss it and 

make it 
better” target

34 Cow sound
35
36 Seek an 

answer
38 Lost 

39 Poem of 
praise

40 Comic strip 
bark

41

42 Football 
helmet 
opening

44 Transmit an 
email

45
CA, LA, MA 
and RI

46

48 Number of 
dice in craps

50 ___ equinox
52 Oscar winner 

Witherspoon
53

rendezvous
54 Hem and ___
58 Moviemaker 

Preminger
59

Hill
60 Actor Penn
61 Somewhat, 

62
63 Word before 

“in stone” or 
“in motion

5/16

Popeye                                                                    Bud Sagendorf
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Over The Hedge                                              Michael Fry and T. Lewis

F Minus                                                                             Tony Carrilo
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Reality Check          Dave Whamond Bizarro             Dan Piraro and Wayno

Hagar The Horrible                                      Dik Browne and Chris Browne

Wumo                                                Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler 

B.C.                                                     Johnny Hart and Mason Mastroianni 

Peanuts                                                                                                                                               Charles M. Schulz

Carpe Diem                                                            Niklas Eriksson

The Lockhorns                 Bill Hoest, Bunny Hoest and John Reiner

Hank Ketchum, Scott Ketchum,

t
Comics

Crankshaft                                                           Tom Batiuk and Dan Davis
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Crock                                                      Created by Bill Rechin and Brant Parker 

Marmaduke                                    Paul & Brad Anderson

Mother Goose and Grim                                              Mike Peters

“i’m not too sure, but i’ll let you know
when i come up with a GOOD excuse.”

“a journey of a thousand miles
begins with us being lost.”

“Barry! Try to get some of his teeth!
I saw some selling on eBay for $25 each!”

Close To Home                                    John McPherson

Dennis the Menace            Ron Ferdinand and Marcus Hamilton
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“The gravy was Marmaduke’s Idea!”
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          et Caught Reading is 
           a campaign to promote 
the fun of reading books!

The Get Caught Reading
organization provides posters to 
schools and libraries that show 
Olympic stars, entertainment stars 
and even popular book characters 
reading for fun.

Can you get caught reading 
this month?

G

Circle the places where you like to read.

Draw a picture of your favorite kind 
of book in your favorite place.

Look at one page 
of the newspaper. 
Circle every word 

you can read in 
red. Pretty soon 
your newspaper 

page will be black 
and white and red 
all over—just like 

the riddle!
Standards Link: Research: 
Use the newspaper to locate 

information.

What’s black 
and white 
and READ 
all over?

Scrambled Book Titles
Unscramble the titles of these famous books. Have you read any of them? You can find them at your local library.

Circle the kinds of books you like to read.

Color these readers. Then draw what they might be reading 
about in the thought bubbles.

How many reading glasses 
can you find on this page?

HAARS, 
NAPLI 

DAN 
LATL

by
Patricia MacLachlan

YARDI 
FO A 

PIWYM 
DKI

by
Jeff Kinney

MAJSE 
NDA HTE 

TAGIN 
CHEAP

by
Roald Dahl

REWEH 
HET 

ADEWSILK
SEND

by
Shel Silverstein

Summertime is also reading 
time. What book should other 
kids read this summer? Why?

Best Book of 
the Summer

The noun campaign means 
a series of activities and 

messages to reach a goal.

CAMPAIGN

Try to use the word 
campaign in a sentence 
today when talking with 
your friends and family.

The fourth graders started 
a campaign to pick up all 
the litter at their school.

This week’s word:

Select three articles in the newspaper and 
cut them out. Cut apart the article from the 
headlines. Then give to a friend or family 
member to read each article and 
find the matching headline.

Scrambled Stories

Standards Link: Research: Use the newspaper to locate info.

ANSWER: Quiet peas.

CHARACTERS
READING
RECIPES
LETTERS
CAUGHT
TITLES
BOOKS
WHITE
PLACE
MONTH
GAMES
PAGE
PUNS
WORD
GET

S
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Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Finish each poem to discover 
where each person likes to read.

When I settle down to read,
I like something soft 
To rest my head.
That’s why my favorite place 
to read 
Is in my cozy ________ .

It’s quiet where I read
And that makes me so merry!
The place I go to read
Is at my local _________ .

Reading is fun.
It makes me feel free!
Especially at the park
In the shade of a ______ .

Far from the shore,
I read wearing a coat
Because it get’s chilly
Reading on our _______ .

When I read, 
I try to sit up straight.
My mom says, 
“Please don’t slouch.”
But it’s hard to do that 
because I read while sitting 
on our fluffy  ________ .

My favorite books are thrillers
And they can give me quite a 
scare.
That’s why I keep a very 
bright light on
When reading in our easy 
_______ .

I like to read adventure books.
They’re really quite dynamic!
But I kick back to read them
While relaxing in a backyard 
____________ .

Standards Link: Identify words from context clues.

When
I like 
To res
That’
to rea
Is in m

vorite kind 
te place.

Re
It 
Es
In

Fa

w a pic
f bookf book

your favcture of 
k in your favoritk in your

For information on how to get these posters go to getcaughtreading.org

Reading isn’t just for reading books, it is also reading 
recipes, directions, games, letters and more.

Standards Link: Follow simple written directions.

Silly Book Puns

by
Lotta Money

by
A. Stronaut

by
Abby Cadabera

by
Duncan Under

by
U. Turner

A pun is a play on words. Read the book titles below and then 
draw a line from the book title to the author’s name that makes a 
funny pun. For example: The Arctic Ocean by I.C. Waters.

With hundreds of topics, every 
Kid Scoop  printable activity pack 
features six-to-seven pages of 
high-interest extra learning 
activities for home and 
school! Get your free 
sample today at:

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.WCCCD.EDU OR CALL 313-496-2600

ONE VISION, ONE DISTRICT, ONE COLLEGE
WAYNE COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT

04
18

24
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Sullivan, Smith
shoot for US Open

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK 

Just over two years 
ago, Grosse Pointe South 
senior Elizabeth 
Peberdy had 
never even tried 
rowing before. 
She was a soccer 
player on South’s 
junior varsity 
team and only 
decided to give 
rowing a try just 
as a way to stay 
in shape during 
the winter before 
soccer season 
started.

“I wanted to do 
some extra con-
ditioning and 
people told me 
that rowing was 
a good workout 
for that,” she 
said. “When I 
started the win-
ter season, every-
one told me to 
just wait until we 
got back out on 
the water, but I wasn’t 
planning on sticking 
around for that because I 
had South soccer in the 
spring. 

“I got to go out one 
time before soccer prac-
tices started and I real-
ized I loved being out on 

the water so I made the 
switch over.”

In the couple of years 
since, Peberdy has 
become one of the many 

talented rowers from the 
Pointes representing 
Detroit Boat Club Crew 
in competitions around 
the country. In the most 
recent example of her 
success, Peberdy and 
teammate Carly Brown 
fi nished in fi rst place in 

the Women’s Youth 2 
grand final at the 
Dogwood Sprints Regatta 
in Tennessee on April 27.

She also made enough 
waves in the short 
time she has been 
rowing to earn her-
self a spot rowing at 
the Division I level 
in college next year 
at the University of 
Tennessee, once 
she graduates from 
South in early June. 

She was origi-
nally interested in 
rowing at Southern 
M e t h o d i s t 
University in Texas, 
however, when for-
mer SMU coach 
K i m  C u p i n i 
accepted the posi-
tion at Tennessee 
last year, Peberdy 
knew that she 
would want to one 
day follow her to 
Knoxville.

“Everything that I 
loved about the 
(SMU) program 

was being completely 
t r a n s f e r r e d  i n t o 
Tennessee,” Peberdy 
said. “...Everything ended 
up working out really 
well. I went on an offi cial 
visit back in September 
and I loved it and met so 
many incredible people 

there. It was a really 
great time where I got to 
meet a bunch of girls on 
the team and see how 
practice works and got 
an idea of what life would 
look like there.”

Feeling that chemistry 
with her future college 
teammates already is 
huge for Peberdy, as 
rowing is a sport where 
team chemistry is para-
mount. Each rower in the 
boat has to be in sync and 
completely on the same 
page, and that is one 
thing that has helped 
Peberdy fall in love with 
the sport so quickly.

“People call it the ulti-
mate team sport,” she 
said. “You have to have 
so much trust in every-
one else in the boat. You 
can do everything that 
you possibly can in your 
power, but if everyone 
isn’t doing the same 
thing together and trust-
ing everybody else then 
it’s not going to work.”

T r u s t  i s 
s o m e t h i n g 
e x t r e m e l y 
i m p o r t a n t 
among row-
ing  team-
m a t e s , 
e s p e c i a l l y 
with the role 
that Peberdy 
often occu-
pies in the 
boat. Peberdy 
is typically in 
what is called 
the “stroke” 
position, a crucial role in 
making sure everyone in 
the boat is on time with 
each other.

Whether there are 
eight, four, or just two 
rowers in the boat, it’s 
Peberdy’s job to help 
make sure that each one 
is perfectly in sync, and 
knows the pace and 
speed that the team is 
trying to set.

“I’m the pacemaker,” 
she said. “Everybody else 
is behind me and follow-

ing my timing. That can 
be kind of stressful some-
times because I have to 
have enough confi dence 
in my rhythm and know 
that it’s something every-
body else can follow.”

There is still plenty 
ahead for Peberdy in her 
high school career before 
she becomes a Volunteer 
in the fall. She will be 
with her fellow Grosse 
Pointe rowers when they 
head to the Midwest 
Championsh ips  in 
Bethel, Ohio beginning 
Friday, May 17. 

T h e  M i d w e s t 
Championships are 
where Peberdy and her 
teammates will have the 
opportunity to qualify for 
the national champion-

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

South’s Peberdy looks to row way to national title

COURTESY PHOTO

South senior Elizabeth Peberdy will 
continue her rowing career at the 
University of Tennessee. 

ATH ETEATH ETE
OF THE WEEK

Elizabeth PeberdyElizabeth Peberdy
School: Grosse Pointe South 
Sport: Crew

Sponsored by Pointe Capital Management

Peak Peberdy
•  Won first place in Women’s Youth 2 grand final 

at Dogwood Sprints on April 27 

•  Invited to 2024 USRowing Selection 
Development Camp

•  Signed to row in college at the University of 
Tennessee

See ATHLETE, page 6D

Patrick Sullivan and 
Coalter Smith, two for-
mer state golf champions 
from Grosse Pointe 
South’s 2018 team, have 
reached the fi nal qualify-
ing round for this year’s 
U.S. Open at Pinehurst 
Resort and Country Club 
in Pinehurst, N.C., June 
13 to 16. 

Sullivan, a 2018 Grosse 
Pointe South graduate 
and Univers i ty  of 
Michigan men’s golf 

alum, advanced out of the 
U.S. Open local qualify-
ing Monday, May 6, at 
Muskegon Country Club 
in Muskegon.

The City of Grosse 
Pointe native shot a 
2-under 70 to claim fourth 
place and secure one of 
the top four spots to 
advance him to the fi nal 
qualifying round.

Grosse Pointe Farms 
native Smith, a 2019 

South graduate and 
University of Wisconsin 
men ’s  go l f  a lum, 
advanced out of the U.S. 

Open local qualifying 
round Tuesday, May 7, at 
North Shore Country 
Club in Mequon, Wis.

He finished fourth at 
3-under 69.

Both golfers will have a 
chance to continue their 
path to this year’s U.S. 
Open at Pinehurst Resort 
and Country Club (Course 
No. 2), in a qualifying 
round Monday, June 3. 
Sullivan and Smith will 
learn where they will play 
their 36-hole fi nal qualify-
ing round at the end of 
May, from among 10 sites 
throughout the U.S.

After Sullivan and 
Smith won South’s 2018 
state championship, they 
each went on to complete 
accomplished collegiate 
careers on the links. Both 
golfers have played 
alongside each other 
since childhood. 

In 2022, Smith told the 
Grosse Pointe News his 
game grew thanks in part 
to his talented pack of 
friends and fellow team-
mates, which includes 
Patrick Sullivan and his 
brother, Tommy Sullivan, 
a current men’s golfer at 
M i c h i g a n  S t a t e 
University.

Together, they grew up 
on the Country Club of 
Detroit golf course, 
became high school team-

mates and won the 2018 
state championship. 
Sullivan and Smith fin-
ished as state runners-up 
in 2016 and 2017, and 
Smith did so again his 
senior year in 2019. 

Patrick Sullivan also 
won the 2018 individual 
state championship and 
the Michigan Junior 
Amateur that same year. 
He completed an illustri-
ous college golf career at 
Michigan in 2022, gradu-
ating as an Academic All-
American. 

While at the University 
of Wisconsin, Smith was 
named to the Big Ten All-
Championship Team and 

captured Big Ten All-
Academic honors. He 
also qualifi ed for the US 
Amateur Championship 
in 2022.

Smith said although he 
and Patrick Sullivan will 
not learn where they play 
until later this month, one 
option is in Columbus, 
Ohio. He said he is pull-

ing for a potential reunion 
with his friend.

“We are both hoping 
for Columbus,” he said.

Other final qualifying 
rounds for the U.S. Open 
will take place across the 
pond in England and 
Japan Monday, May 20, 
and in Canada Monday, 
June 3.

By Meg Leonard
Senior Editor

Grosse Pointe Park Little League’s William Hunter 
helped his team, the Tampa Bay Rays, win 3-2 last 
week by hitting his fi rst career home run. His par-
ents captured the post-game moment of William 
with his home run ball and submitted it to the 
Grosse Pointe News. This “framer” has been select-
ed as winner of this week’s Little League Photo of 
the Week contest. He will receive a $25 gift card to 
Chocolate Bar Cafe. 
It could be your Little Leaguer who wins next! Send 
your entries to media@grossepointenews.com.

 — Meg Leonard

PHOTO BY JOHN HUNTER
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Former Grosse Pointe South varsity golf state 
champions Patrick Sullivan, left, and Coalter 
Smith, middle, advanced to the fi nal qualifying 
round for the U.S. Open at Pinehurst Resort and 
Country Club in Pinehurst, N.C., June 13 to 16. 
Sullivan’s younger brother, Tommy, a golfer at 
Michigan State University ( far right), just missed 
the cut to advance to the fi nal round.

Going yard!
COURTESY PHOTO

Coalter Smith
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Proposed 2024-2025 City Budget

The City Council of the City of Grosse Pointe Farms will hold 
a Public Hearing on the proposed 2024-2025 City Budget, 
at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, May 20, 2024 in the City Hall at 
90 Kerby Road, or as otherwise posted at the City website at: 
www.grossepointefarms.org.
The property tax millage rate proposed to be levied to 
support the proposed budget will be a subject of the 
Public Hearing.

the City’s website.
The following is a summary of the proposed Budget:

GENERAL FUND
ESTIMATED REQUIREMENTS

Contingency   50,000

Total

Fund Balance Appropriation   200,000

Total

Public comments, oral or written, are welcome at the Public 
Hearing on the proposed City Budget.
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The girls varsity tennis 
regular season wrapped 
up over the past week, 
with teams now prepar-
ing for regionals soon 
and eventually the state 
fi nals. To close the regu-
lar season, Grosse Pointe 
South and University 
Liggett School went head 
to head in a crosstown 
showdown, while Grosse 
Pointe North stacked up 
a couple of victories last 
week to build momentum 
going into the postsea-
son. 

South and Liggett 
faced off Monday, May 
13, with the Knights play-
ing host. Even on its 
home court, Liggett had 

trouble going up against 
the Blue Devils as South 
would cruise to victory 
winning seven of the 
eight matches. 

Nina Shanidze won 
No. 3 singles to give 
Liggett its only victory in 
the match. South’s Olivia 
Kowal and Charlotte 
Kowal won No. 1 and No. 
2 singles, respectively. 
The Blue Devils swept 
the doubles competi-
tion. The pairs of 
Maeve Hix 
and Mimi 
M a g e r , 
G r a c e 
Vollmer and Maddy 
Youngblood and the 
t e a m  o f 
G r a c e 
Curtis and 
A n d i a 

Nazarko all won for 
South. 

South’s win came after 
a weekend tri-meet 
Saturday, May 11, where 
the Blue Devils split their 
matches. The team was 
victorious 8-0 over 
Southgate Anderson but 
lost to Troy. 

The loss for Liggett 
marked the team’s fi fth 
consecutive defeat, and 
the second in the past 
week. Liggett hosted 
Orchard Lake St. Mary’s 
last Wednesday, May 8, 
losing 5-2. Audrey DiDio 
won No. 1 singles for the 
Knights and the pair of 
Isabella Nihem and 

A v e r y 
S l a n e c 
won No. 2 
doubles. 

While not playing any 
of its crosstown rivals 
last week, North found 
some success in its fi nal 
regular season matches. 
The Norsemen took on 
Regina last Wednesday, 
May 8, winning 5-3. 

Some notable victories 
in last Wednesday’s 
match for North came 
from Laila Aslam in No. 1 
singles and Kristine 
Bonnell in No. 2 singles. 
Maggie McSkimming 
and Aakanskha Nagori 
took the win in No. 2 
doubles and Giannia 
Roux and Paige Lefevre 
were victorious in No. 3 
doubles. 

North was back in 
action Monday, May 13, 
defeating Fraser 6-2. 
Aslam and Bonnell were 

once again winners in 
their respective singles 
spots. McSkimming and 
Nagori and Roux and 
Lefevre all won again as 
well, while the pair of 
Katie Scott and Stephanie 
Karoutsos won No. 1 
doubles. 

North hosted the 
MHSAA Division 2 
regionals Wednesday, 
May 15, after press time, 
with South participating 
in the same division. 
Liggett also hosted its 
Division 3 regional 
Wednesday, May 15, 
after press time. 

State finals for girls 
tennis begin Friday, May 
31. Division 2 takes place 
in Grand Rapids and 
Div is ion  3  i s  in 
Kalamazoo. 

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Blue Devils outmatch Knights, North picks up wins

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Liggett No. 1 singles player Audrey DiDio returns a 
shot in a match against Regina Wednesday, May 8. 

As the midway mark of 
May is here, varsity base-
ball teams from Grosse 
Pointe North, Grosse 
Pointe  South and 
University Liggett School 
only have a few more 
weeks of regular-season 
play left before the post-
season begins. All three 
squads spent last week 
trying to improve their 
records in the build-up to 
the postseason, fi nding 
mixed results along the 
way. 

Grosse Pointe South
The Blue Devils spent 

last week continuing to 
fi ght through MAC Red 
league play while also 
taking on some non-
league competition over 
the weekend. MAC Red 
play early in the week 
was where South thrived, 
however, as the team fi n-
ished off a three-game 
sweep of Eisenhower. 

South won the first 
game 5-4 last Monday, 
May 6. The teams met 
again the next day, 
Tuesday, May 7, with the 
Blue Devils hosting. It 
was another close game, 
but South emerged victo-
rious again thanks to a 
push in the fi nal inning 
that led to a 6-5 walk-off 
win. 

The teams went back 

and forth last Tuesday, 
trading runs in the fi rst 
few innings before the 
Eagles eventually built a 
5-2 lead after four 
innings. South moved 
closer in the bottom of 
the fi fth inning when an 
RBI single from Jack 
Lupo cut the defi cit down 
to two runs. 

Trailing 5-3 heading 
into the bottom of the 
seventh inning, the Blue 
Devils began their rally 
to win. Joey Michelotti’s 
RBI double started the 
rally and moved South to 
within one.  James 
Michelotti brought his 
older brother home for 
the tying run after that 
with a single to right 
fi eld. 

The Blue Devils then 
had the bases loaded 
with two outs in a tie 
game. Adam Czarnik 
stepped up to the plate 
and was able to draw a 
walk, bringing the win-
ning run in to score and 
sealing the comeback 
victory for South. 

The team traveled 
back to Eisenhower 
Thursday, May 9, for the 
fi nal game of the series. 
South took the final 
game with a blowout 
10-0 win on the back of 
some strong pitching. 

Charlie Michelotti got 
the win on the mound, 
tossing fi ve innings while 
only giving up three hits. 

Everett Kielt pitched two 
innings of relief, continu-
ing the shutout while not 
surrendering a single hit. 

On the offensive side, 
Andrew DiLodovico had 
three RBI while Joey 
Michelotti and Dane 
Lezotte each brought in a 
pair of runs with their 
bats. 

Of note for South’s 
baseball program and 
the Michelotti family — 
Thursday’s game is 
believed to be the first 
time in program history 
that three brothers have 
all started in the same 
game.

As the weekend rolled 
around, South moved 
into non-league play 
Saturday, May 11. The 
Blue Devils hosted two 
games last Saturday, 
which ended up both 
being losses. 

The fi rst was a matchup 
with Detroit Edison in 
the morning. Rallies for 
Edison in the fourth and 
fifth innings ended up 
propelling it to a 7-0 win 
over the Blue Devils in a 

game where South only 
managed fi ve hits. 

The second game of 
the day was a high-scor-
ing affair between South 
and Detroit Western. 
The game went to extra 
innings, and ultimately 
the Blue Devils fell short 
again as Western was 
victorious 11-9 after nine 
innings. 

MAC Red play resumed 
for South Monday, May 
13, with the Blue Devils 
hosting Stevenson. The 
team continued its hot 
streak within the league 
by picking up another 
win 6-4 over the Titans. 

DiLodovico led the 
offense with two RBIs 
and three hits in the 
g a m e .  G r i f f i n 
Szatkiewski earned the 
win on the mound, pitch-
ing six and 1/3 innings 
and giving up three 
earned runs. 

South traveled to 
Stevenson after press 
time Tuesday, May 14. 
The Blue Devils and 
Titans finish up their 
three game series at 

South at 4:30 p.m. 
Thursday, May 16.

Grosse Pointe North
The Norsemen contin-

ued MAC White league 
competition last week in 
a  s e r i e s  a g a i n s t 
Chippewa Valley. North 
struggled through the 
first two games of the 
series before fi nally pick-
ing up a win to avoid 
being swept. 

North lost the opening 
game of the series 
against the Big Reds last 
Tuesday, May 7, at home 
by a score of 6-0. The 
team’s offense struggled 
again in the next meeting 
Thursday, May 9, with 
the Norsemen falling 2-0. 

Last Friday, May 10, 
North returned home to 
host the fi nal game of the 
series and managed to 
come out with a close 3-2 
win in extra innings. The 
Norsemen trailed 2-0 
going into the seventh 
inning, but a two-RBI hit 
by Luke Shanley with 
two outs in the bottom of 
the seventh tied the game 
and forced extra innings. 

The game would end 
up going to the ninth 
inning before North was 
able to win by walk-off. 
The winning run came 
when James Shefferly hit 
a single to left fi eld that 
brought Brennan Hill 
across the plate for the 
win. 

North switched to non-
league play for the week-
end, facing off against 
Detroit Western and 
Detroit Edison Saturday, 
May 11. The team’s fi rst 
game was against 
Western ,  and the 
Norsemen had hot bats 
in a 12-4 victory. 

Bobby Rhodes led the 
way on offense in the big 
win. The senior fi nished 
the game with six RBI, 
including four on a grand 
slam in the fourth inning. 
Sophomore Caleb Butler 
also went yard, hitting a 
three-run shot in the 
third inning. 

The Norsemen were 
unable to replicate that 
magic on offense in the 
second game of the day 
against Edison. North’s 
bats went cold and only 
tallied fi ve hits in a 9-0 
loss. 

North hosted Anchor 
Bay Tuesday, May 14, 
after press time. The 
team travels for a road 
game against the Tars at 
4:30 p.m. Thursday, May 
16,. and hosts Anchor 
Bay for the fi nal game of 
the series at 4 p.m. 
Friday, May 17. 

University Liggett
The Knights had a rela-

tively quiet week last 
week, playing in only 
one game. That game 
was part of the Catholic 
League playoffs, taking 
on Detroit Catholic 
Central in the Central 
Division quarterfinals 
last Wednesday, May 8. 

Liggett could not get 
past the Shamrocks to 
advance in the league 
tournament, falling 3-2 
in the quarterfinal 
matchup. The Knights 
scored both of their runs 
in the fi rst inning, with 
Preston Barr hitting an 
RBI triple and then even-
tually coming in to score 
on a sacrifi ce fl y hit by 
Andrew Stalker. 

Catholic Central tied 
the game in the second 
inning and both sides 
went scoreless until the 
seventh. The Shamrocks, 
as the home team, had 
the chance to hit last and 
made the most of it with 
a walk-off win after a 
passed ball. 

L i g g e t t  h o s t e d 
Cranbrook Wednesday, 
May 15, after press time. 
The Knights hit the road 
for their next game at 
4:30 p.m. Friday, May 17, 
against Richmond.

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

South, North battle MAC; ULS falls in CHSL tourney

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Grosse Pointe South varsity baseball swept a three-game MAC Red series 
against Eisenhower last week.

f
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Grosse Pointe South 
varsity softball leaned on 
its season-long produc-
tion at the plate to eke 
out an 8-7 win in a time-
shortened game over 
University Liggett School 
when the teams clashed 
Saturday, May 11, on the 
Blue Devils home dia-
mond. 

The game fi nished out 
a week in which South 
went 4-1 and mounted 
two major comeback 
wins, another league win 
as well as a sweep of 
local rivals including 
Liggett and Grosse 
Pointe North. 

South head coach Bill 
Fleming said his team, 
which sits at 25-5 on the 
season, has played well 
overall in recent games, 
and continues to hit the 
ball hard and play well 
defensively. Those assets 
helped South come back 
from large defi cits in two 
games last week, under-
scoring the team’s resil-
iency and talent at the 
plate.

“Boy, we are just hit-
ting the ball really, really 
hard all over the fi eld,” 
Fleming said. “We had 
two games this week 
where we were behind by 
nine runs that we came 
back to win. I mean, to 
have one game like that 
is amazing. But to have 
two tells you just how 
hard we work. We’re hit-
ting the ball and we’re 
seeing the ball really 
well.”

In between losing ear-
lier in the day Saturday 
4-3 to L’Anse Creuse 
North and beating Liggett 
to end the weekend, the 
Blue Devils put together 

one its two biggest come-
backs of the season with 
a 11-10 walk-off win over 
S t e r l i n g  H e i g h t s 
Stevenson.

Down 10-9 in the bot-
tom of the fi fth inning, 
Mackenzie Simon dou-
bled to score the two runs 
for the South win. But 
that was before the Titans 
cushioned their lead to 
10-1 at the top of the fi fth.

It was also before 
South found itself facing 
the 10-1 defi cit with two 
outs in their fi nal at-bats.

“Our kids really believe 
in their hitting,” Fleming 
said. “(Assistant coach) 
Lauren Sansya does all 
the work with them. They 
believe in her, and listen 
to her and just really 
believe in themselves.”

That  fa i th  came 
through when it mattered 
most Saturday.

Simon singled with two 
outs to drive in a run to 
close the gap 10-2. 
Stevenson walked Avery 
Harris with the bases 
loaded to make it a 10-3 
game.

Luna Agosta lined to 
left fi eld to score Simon 
and Lucy Gabel, followed 
by Maddie Agnone who 

drove in another run to 
close it to 10-6.

With runners on first 
and third, Vivi Ostrowski 
hit an inside the park 
homerun on a line drive 
to left fi eld to make it a 
one-run game.

Alex Lupo hit a single, 
followed by a double by 
Addie Waller to get run-
ners in scoring position. 
Avery Bellish was inten-
tionally walked to load 
up the bases when Simon 
stepped up to the plate 
and won the game with a 
line drive double to cen-
ter for an epic 11-10 
walkoff win for the Blue 
Devils.

“Stevenson really shut 
us down for fi ve innings 
until that last inning,” 
Fleming said. “But then 
when we exploded, you 
know, hitting is conta-
gious.” 

The Blue Devils rode 
that high into its matchup 
against Liggett to help 
seal the weekend’s fi nal 
win for South.

Tied 7-7 in the bottom 
of the fourth, South took 
advantage of a Knights’ 
error to push the win-
ning run over the plate.

Waller, Kate Dixon, 
Bella Dodson, Agnone 
and Harris each contrib-
uted hits. Ostrowski 
earned the win for South, 
surrendering eight hits, 
striking out four and 
walking one batter.

Liggett played the 
game short-handed. 
Several players were 
missing from the lineup 
Saturday, including ace 
pitcher Tori Nugent, who 
injured her ankle last 
week.

But the Knights’ lineup 
stepped up, playing solid 
defense behind starting 
pitcher Isabelle Nihem. 

They also spread the 
offense with hits coming 
from Jasmine Maxwell 
and Louisa Dragovich, 
who each had two in the 
game, while Margaret 
Weiss, Sasha Deimel, 
Isabel Jenkins and Stella 
Smiatacz contributed 
one hit each.

Knights head coach 
Psauntia Andrews said 
she was proud of her 
team’s moxy against 
South, but after going 
0-3 last Saturday, she 
believes her team needs 
to dig deeper to reach its 
potential.

“I’m a brutally honest 
person, so I would defi -
nitely give us a D-minus 
on today as far as grad-
ing because I know our 
potential and what we’re 
capable of, and today we 
didn’t display it at all,” 
she said.

“A lot of times when 
you have obstacles 
you’ve got to fi gure out 
how to get over and 
around them…as a team 
you have to be ready for 
that.

“We didn’t play to our 
full potential today, but I 
did appreciate how they 
stepped in this last game 
and challenged each 

other and got back on 
track like we know how,” 
she added.

Andrews said the team 
now needs to focus on 
building cohesiveness 
before making a run in 
the upcoming Catholic 
High School League and 
state playoffs. The team 
currently sits at 12-10 on 
the season.

She said she also wants 
her team to sharpen their 
softball IQ before its 
playoff push.

“We need to execute, 
when it’s time to put the 
bunt down, when it’s 
time to get the runners 
moving,” she said. “I 
always try to tell them 
that softball is the game 
of strategy. Everything is 
not about hitting. It’s dif-
ferent from baseball. So 
when you put things in 
place, you have to exe-
cute them. And so I think 
we need to get better at 
thinking about the game 
of softball.”

Ultimately, Andrews 
said she believes in her 
2024 squad.

“I think we will be fi ne 
going into the stretch,” 
she said. “...Sometimes, 
it’s not about making 
playing harder. It’s about 

playing smarter.”
Grosse Pointe North
After a loss to rival 

South May 6,  the 
Norsemen went 1-2 to 
close out the week.

Despite some action at 
the plate, the team lost 
10-6 Wednesday, May 8, 
to the Utica Chieftains.

Natalie Babcock was 
3-for-4 with in the loss, 
scoring two runs and 
knocking in one. Cara 
Kaslatas was 2-for-3, 
while Isabella Boedecker 
went 2-for-4 with two 
RBIs.

The Norsemen hosted 
Romeo Thursday, May 9, 
and the Romeo Bulldogs 
were not gracious guests, 
handing North an 8-5 
loss.

North relinquished a 
3-0 lead in the top of 
third, letting in five 
Romeo runs. The home 
team tied it up in the bot-
tom of the third, where it 
stayed knotted up 5-5 
into extra innings. 
Romeo struck in the top 
of the eighth putting up 
three runs to seal the 
win. 

Elliot Jarvi was 2-for-2 
with two walks and an 
RBI. Babcock went 
2-for-5 and an RBI and 
Addie Wakefi eld had two 
hits with a walk.

The week closed on a 
high note for the green 
and gold with a 10-9 
home win over L’Anse 
Creuse North.

Wakefi eld stole home 
in the bottom of the sixth 
with what proved to be 
the winning run. North 
scored seven runs in the 
sixth to take the lead 
10-9.

Wakefi eld was 2-for-4 
with two RBIs. Babcock 
had three hits and two 
RBIs, while Boedecker 
went 2- for-2 with a sacri-
fi ce and an RBI.

North played Anchor 
Bay after press time 
Wednesday. They host 
Dakota at 4:30 p.m. 
Thursday, May 16.

By Meg Leonard
Senior Editor

Blue Devils best Knights, 
North nabs late-inning win
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Liggett catcher Margaret Weiss lays the perfect tag 
on runner Maddie Agnone at home plate.

After a 14-4 home 
win against Port 
H u r o n  M o n d a y 
night, Grosse Pointe 
South’s junior var-
sity softball team 
remains undefeated 
this season. The 
team also notched 
another tournament 
c h a m p i o n s h i p 

Saturday, May 10, 
winning the Anchor 
Bay tournament in 
Anchor Bay. The 
Blue Devils are 19-0, 
and have scored 
more than 300 runs 
over 19 games and 
have recorded seven 
shutouts.

The team is led by 
head coach Molly 
Clexton and her 

assistant coach, for-
mer Blue Devil All-
State Dream Team 
catcher  Kendal l 
Volpe.

South softball’s 
varsity head coach 
Bill Fleming praised 
the JV team’s team 
c h e m i s t r y  l a s t 
Saturday, and said 
their success is a 
reflection of the 

overall strength of 
the program.

“Now it’s funny, 
when the season 
started, I was joking 
with Coach Molly. I 
said, you know, I 
expect you to be 
undefeated this year. 
And she’s like, ‘oh, 
don’t put that pres-
s u r e  o n  m e ! ’ ” 
Fleming said. “And 

here they are…
They’re sure just 
enjoying playing 
together and that’s 
nice to see.”

Fleming also said 
his softball pro-
g r a m ’ s  o v e r a l l 
upswing can be cred-
ited to participation 
in travel ball and 
Grosse Pointe Little 
League Softball.

“It all goes back to 
Little League and 
travel,” he said. “My 
fi rst year as the var-
sity head coach was 
2014. I think at that 
time we had three 
players in the whole 
program who played 
travel, noting how 
better players even-
tually advance to 
that level. 

“And Little League 
has just been the 
catalyst for how 
good we’ve been 
able to get quickly, 
but also just increas-
ing our level of 
play.” 

South’s JV team 
has eight games 
remaining in its 
quest for a perfect 
season.

Unbeaten

In what served to be an 
important dress rehearsal 
before the postseason 
begins this Thursday at 
the Division 1 regional 
meet, Grosse Pointe 
South’s boys and girls 
varsity track and field 
teams showed opponents 
who’s boss by winning 
two team championships 
a t  the  n ine - team 
Marysville Invitational 
Friday, May 10, at the 
Walt Braun Viking 
Stadium at Marysville 
High School. 

The Blue Devils boys 
dominated the fi eld last 
Friday, scoring 171.5 
points to defend their 
2023 title and trumping 
second-place Marine City 
by more than 70 points. 

The boys medaled and 
scored in all 17 events, 
earning 21 personal 
records. The day was 
highlighted by senior 
Mmeli Honablue’s per-
sonal-best performances 
in the 110 meter hurdles 
(15.53) and 300 meter 
hurdles (42.31). 

According to South 

boys head coach Mark 
Sonnenberg, Honablue’s 
times were so fast, he 
earned additional quali-
fi er marks in both of his 
events. 

The Blue Devils cham-
pionship was led by three 
relay team winners, 
including:

 ◆ The 4x100 relay, run 
by Noah Hart, Ben 
Braithwaite, Raymond 
DeBerry Jones and 
Onction Zape, in a per-
sonal-record time of 
43.84, 

 ◆ The 4x200 relay by 
Braithwaite, Jaden 
Spratt, Liam Raether and 
Zape, which ran it in a 
personal-record of 
1:32.67, and

 ◆ The 4x400 relay’s 
first-place finish in 
3:35.89 by Tommy 
Caulfield, Eddie Shall, 
Jack Martin and Raether.

On the girls side last 
Friday at Marysville, the 
Blue Devils won their 
second invitational of the 
season and outraced all 
teams with 129.33 points.

The Blue Devils beat 
second-place Croswell-
Lexington High School, 
which finished the day 

with 112.33 points.
South pulled off the 

championship despite 
not taking fi rst place in a 
single event. That accom-
plishment is testament to 
the team’s remarkable 
depth this season, 
according to head coach 
Steve Zaranek. 

“This is the kind of 
team that is truly a joy to 
coach,” he said. “We have 
no superstars to depend 
upon, but we do have 
solid competitors across 
the board in all 17 
events.”

South took eight sec-
ond-place finishes and 
scored points in all but 
one event. 

Junior Adelina Parikh 
helped lead the way with 
career-best  perfor-
mances in the 100 meter 
and 300 meter hurdle 
races, taking fourth over-
all in both. She also 
punched in a career-best 
400 meter dash to help 
bring Molly Reynolds, 
Evie Wodzisz and 
Morgan Duff to a second-
place fi nish in the 1600 
meter relay.

Hannah Przybylski 
also turned in a career-

best 100 meter hurdles 
time to place eighth for 
South. Distance runners 
Savannah Spangler, 
Chloe Caulfi eld, Calisse 
Budek and Morgan 
Deenik ran to a second-
place fi nish in the 3200 
relay, with Caulfi eld also 
medaling in the 1600 and 
3200 runs. 

S p a n g l e r ,  R y l e e 
Piornak and Sarah Koval 
also placed in several 
distance races.  

South’s 800 meter 
sprint relay team ran to a 
season-best time to give 
South another second 
place. The team included 
G r a c e  C a m p b e l l , 
Wodzisz ,  Ja imison 
Diamond and Duff. 

Reynolds, Campbell, 
Anne Wayman and 
Diamond added yet 
another second place in 
the 400 meter sprint 
relay.  

The Blue Devils also 
shined in fi eld events last 
Friday, as Duff and 
Diamond contributed 
points in the long jump. 
Teammates Wodzisz, 
Wayman and Reynolds 
all placed in the pole 
vault.  South throwers 

Olivia Barba and Malvina 
Lubansksi contributed 
points in both the discus 
and shot put.

Both girls and boys 
teams begin their push 

toward the state champi-
onship by hosting the 
MHSAA state Division 1 
regional meet, begin-
ning at 2 p.m. Thursday, 
May 16.

By Meg Leonard 
Senior Editor

Blue Devils T&F teams score championships at Marysville

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

The rock on Grosse Pointe South’s front lawn pro-
motes this Thursday’s Division 1 regional meet for 
boys and girls track and fi eld. 

‘A lot of times 
when you have 
obstacles you’ve 
got to fi gure out 
how to get over 
and around 
them…as a team 
you have to be 
ready for that.’
PSAUNTIA ANDREWS, 
HEAD COACH ULS SOFTBALL
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Classified advertising

DEADLINES
Please call for holiday deadline
dates and times, subject to change.

PRICING
Prepayment is required.
We accept credit cards, cash  
and check.

FREQUENCY DISCOUNTS
Given for multi-week scheduled
advertising, with prepayment or 
credit approval. Call for rates or for 
more information. Phone lines can 
be busy on Monday and Tuesday.
Please call early.

WORD ADS:
35 words for $25.00;
additional words are 30¢ each.
Abbreviations are not accepted.
BORDER ADS STARTING AT:
$26.00 per column inch

CLASSIFYING
AND CENSORSHIP
We reserve the right to classify 
each ad under its appropriate 
heading. The publisher reserves 
the right to edit or reject ad copy 
submitted for publication.

CORRECTIONS
AND ADJUSTMENTS
Responsibility for classified 
advertising errors is limited to either  
a cancellation of the charge or a  
re-run of the portion of the error. 
Notification must be given in time for  
the correction in the following issue.  
We assume no responsibility for the 
same after the first insertion.

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M.
CLASSIFIED WORD ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M. 

PHONE: 313-882-6900 EXT. 4 WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COMFAX: 313-882-1585

700 APTS/FLATS/DUPLEX
POINTES/HARPER WOODS

GROSSE POINTE
PARK

lovely 1,600 sq. ft.
2 bedroom 2 bath,

lower unit with
basement and
1 car garage.

$2,000 per month.
Available

immediately.
(586)945-1092

701 APTS/FLATS/DUPLEX
DETROIT/WAYNE COUNTY

UNITS AVAILABLE-
1, 2, 3 bedrooms.
Midtown, Detroit.
First month free!

Inquire at
Thebopm.com
or email us at

propertymanager@
traffic-jam.com

716 OFFICE / COMMERCIAL 
FOR RENT

COMMERCIAL
Office Space

for Lease:
In the Heart of
The Village in
Grosse Pointe

16845 Kercheval
Place, Suite 2

1850 Square Feet
5- 6 Offices

Kitchen
Wet bar in suite

Conference room
1/2 bath in suite

Added space
(offices) available

and can be
renovated to meet

your needs
Minimum

2 year lease
Sine and

Monaghan Realtors
Call Pat Chasteen

(313)884-1830
(313)670-1809

Property For Rent

classifi ed advertising 
AD OF THE WEEK

DAVE’s
TREE & SHRUB

Specializing In:
Tree Removal / Trimming

Stump Grinding • Gutter Cleaning

FREE ESTIMATES
30% WINTER DISCOUNTS

SENIOR DISCOUNTS
H FIREWOOD AVAILABLE H

25 Years Experience

(586)216-0904

001 SPECIAL PROMOS

CLASSIFIED
MODIFIED

RATES
Classified Ad

35 words $25.00
30¢ each

additional word
 (313)882-6900 x4

100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

PREPARE for power
outages today with

a Generac Home
Standby Generator.
Act now to receive

a FREE 5 Year
warranty with

qualifying purchase.
Call 1(855)773-8191
today to schedule a
free quote. It’s not
just a generator.

It’s a power move.

111 GP MISCELLANY

THE AUSTIN
CLASS OF 1969
is celebrating its

55th reunion
with golf at

Chandler Park
August 6 and party

at Fern Hill
August 7

Sam Ventimiglia
(586)924-0220

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

* KITCHEN HELP *
Servers & Bussers

Needed
Students welcome.

Must be 18.
No experience

necessary.
Call Jodi

(313)318-6100

HELP WANTED
Part time mornings

7am- Noon
4 days/ week
4 hours/ day

 Using gas powered
weed wacker at

residential
Grosse Pointe,
St. Clair Shores

homes.
Up to $17/ hour
with experience.

Paid weekly.
(586)563-4660

KNOWLEDGE
of basic electrical,
plumbing, general
repairs, heating,
cooling, drywall.

Full time or
part time.

Propertymanager@
traffic-jam.com
(313)833-8588

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

SUMMER JOB:
General Office Help

Answer phones,
taking orders,

schedule events.
Good at

multitasking,
fast learner.

Apply 10- 3pm.
Captain Kool
Corporation,

29701 Little Mack
Roseville, 48066

203 HELP WANTED
DENTAL / MEDICAL

GROSSE POINTE
Doctor’s office is

seeking a
full- time medical
assistant/ nurse.
Must be friendly

and detail oriented.
Previous medical
office experience
of at least 1 year,
EMR knowledge
and computer
skills helpful.
Please email
resumes to
careers@

drshaunadiggs.com

300 SITUATIONS WANTED
BABYSITTERS

ATTENTION: by
MICHIGAN LAW

DAY CARE
FACILITIES

(In-Home & Centers)
Must Show Their

Current License To
Advertising

Representative
When Placing Your
Ads. THANK YOU.
Parents- Please

Verify All Child Care
Licenses!

302 SITUATION WANTED
CONVALESCENT CARE

CITA ANGELS
HOME CARE

Caregiver services.
24 hour care. We
assist in cooking,
cleaning, bathing/
grooming, doctor's

appointments,
errands, etc.

Accepting
medicaid payments.

1(866)54-ANGEL

CAREGIVERS
available in the
privacy of your

own home.
Hourly and

24 hour care.
 Best prices
guarantee.

NOW ACCEPTING
 NEW CLIENTS
 (586)215-6777

office@innhomecare.net
www.innhomecare.net

 Now Hiring

305 SITUATION WANTED
HOUSE CLEANING

Are you tired
of spending your

weekends
scrubbing, dusting,
and vacuuming?

It's time to reclaim
your free time and

enjoy the comfort of
a spotless home.
Opulent Touch

is here to make your
life easier with our
professional maid

services. Call
(313)844-8566

305 SITUATION WANTED
HOUSE CLEANING
KEPT UP

CLEANING
COMPANY

Apartments,
homes, many years
experience, raised
in Grosse Pointe.

Very Thorough, fast.
Call or leave

message, Jackie
(586)350-9432

312 SITUATION WANTED
ORGANIZING

DUCKS IN A ROW
De-cluttering and
organizing your
home! Closets,

basements,
whole house.
Organize your
paper clutter.

Home information,
notebooks,

Medical journals,
memory albums.

Becky Schlaff
(313)580-2528
Susan Mason
(313)910-9705

schlaffb@
comcast.net
rwmason@

comcast.net

404 BICYCLES

RECUMBENT
Lifecycle,

exercise bike,
like new! Paid

$1,300
asking $450.

(313)884-1716

406 ESTATE SALES

Grosse Pointe
Farms,

424 Calvin,
off Mack Ave,

South of Moross,
Thursday 9- 4,

Friday/ Saturday
10- 4,

www.iluv
antiques.com

or(855)443-7725

409 GARAGE / YARD /
RUMMAGE SALE

1398 Hollywood
Grosse Pointe

Woods
Friday, Saturday,

9am- 3pm.
Housewares, lamps,

antique plates,
stools, vacuum,

quilts, comforters,
towels, end tables,
and framed wall art.

409 GARAGE / YARD /
RUMMAGE SALE

GARAGE SALE
ONE DAY ONLY

Saturday, May 18
9 to 4

Furniture,
household items,

kitchen.
No pre sales.

Cash only
734 Lincoln Road

GARAGE SALE
Toby mugs, crystal,

pewter, vintage
Christmas decor,

fine china, ceramics
and more!

Everything priced
to move.

Friday, May 18
and

Saturday, May 19
Hours 9- 4
1812 Anita

Grosse Pointe
Woods

HISTORIC
INDIAN VILLAGE
35TH ANNUAL
SPRING YARD

SALES
SATURDAY 9- 6PM
& SUNDAY 10- 5PM
MAY 18 & 19, 2024

358 HISTORIC
HOMES - 3 BLOCKS

BY 7 BLOCKS
BETWEEN

EAST JEFFERSON &
MACK AVENUE

IROQUOIS,
SEMINOLE & BURNS

STREETS
40 TO 60 HOME
YARD SALES -

OVER 5000 PEOPLE
ANTIQUES,

COLLECTIBLES &
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS
CONTACT MICHAEL

(313)885-5600

HUGE
183 Hillcrest Lane

off Kercheval
Grosse Pointe

Farms
May 17, 9- 3.
May 18, 9- 1.

Household, garden,
glassware, linens,
decor, floral, boy's

pirate chest,
baseball equipment,

treasures &
trinkets.

Something for
everyone!

INDIAN VILLAGE
YARD SALE:

Women and men's
vintage clothing,
shoes, jewelry,

pottery, and more!
1723 Iroquois Ave.
Friday, Saturday,

Sunday: 9am- 6pm

409 GARAGE / YARD /
RUMMAGE SALE

MOVING/
GARAGE SALE
796 Trombley,

Grosse Pointe Park
Family Room/

Bedroom Furniture,
window air

conditioners,
American Girl,

household items,
clothes, shoes,

decor and
much more.

May 18- 19 from
9:00am to 3:00pm

MULTI FAMILY
Charity Yard Sale
May 17th & 18th

9am-3pm
276 Kerby, Grosse

Pointe Farms
Furniture, clothing,

art, plants,
electronics,
housewares,

outdoor.
Proceeds benefit

transportation
program for

Karmanos patients.
Quality items, great
prices, great cause!

UPSCALE
GARAGE SALE!
Decor galore!

Clothes:
Lilly Pulitzer,

Tommy Bahama.
Kitchen equipment:
LeCruset, InstaPot.

Collectables:
vintage Hallmark,
Avon, Christmas.

Antiques:
MidCentury, bar,
lamps, and more!
1399 Torrey Road,

Grosse Pointe
Woods,

Thursday, Friday,
Saturday 10- 4.

415 WANTED TO BUY

SELL ME YOUR
VINYL RECORDS
We buy LP's, 45's

No collection
too large.

We come to you!
RIPE RECORDS

Call (313)469-7479

656 MOTORBIKES

VESPA 2022
Anniversary Edition
Less than 20 miles

$4,000.
(586)601-8578

Directory of ServiceS
Some classifications are not required by law to be licensed. Please check with the proper state agency to verify license.

907 BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

 

 

  

 

 

313-886-8088

Masonary Restoration
 Chimneys - Porches
 Brick Walls - Steps

 Tuck Pointing - Patios

 Waterproofing
313-886-8088

911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK

911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK

 

 

  

 

 

313-886-8088

Masonary Restoration
 Chimneys - Porches
 Brick Walls - Steps

 Tuck Pointing - Patios

 
Porch Cap & 

Steps
313-886-8088

 

 

  

 

 

313-886-8088

Masonary Restoration
 Chimneys - Porches
 Brick Walls - Steps

 Tuck Pointing - Patios

 Tuckpointing
313-886-8088

911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,

tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and

insured.
masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525

Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING

FINANCING

911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK

MASONRY
CONTRACTOR

Repair
Brick Matching

Paver•Power Wash
Tuckpointing

Half Wall
Porch & Patio

Sidewalks
Driveways
Walkways

Monument Signs
Chimneys
Fireplaces

Free Estimates
lovellmasonryllc.com

(586)241-9541

•Chimneys
•Porches
•Concrete

•Steps
•Stonework

•Tuckpointing
•Patios

•Fireplaces
•Brick Work
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

912 BUILDING / REMODELING

COMPLETE
HOME RENOVATION

Interior • Exterior
Highest Quality
Workmanship

Insured
Licensed Builder
Zero insurance

claims in the past
35 years.

Robert Loomis
Painting &

Construction LLC
(586)770-5778

912 BUILDING / REMODELING

LOOKING
to get a fresh new

look for Spring?
We specialize in all
of your remodeling

projects.
Does your kitchen

or fireplace need an
updated look?

We are skilled for
all your renovations
including painting!

Title Stone Style LLC
(586)413-0684

912 BUILDING / REMODELING

SAFE STEP
North America's
#1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive

lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line
installation and

service.
Now featuring our

FREE shower
package and

$1,600 Off for a
limited time!
Call today!

Financing available.
Call Safe Step

1(855)861-4501

912 BUILDING / REMODELING

 

SDH RENOVATIONS
For all your home
renovation needs.
Kitchens, baths,

basements,
carpentry, Tile,
drywall, paint,

flooring.
Serving the

Grosse Pointe
communities for
over 20 years.
Call or text for
Free Estimate!
Fully licensed

builder.
(586)298-8147

Classifieds
Work For You

To place an ad call:
(313)882-6900 x4

Classified Advertising
313-882-6900 ext 4 (313)882-6900 ext. 1





(313)882-6900 ext. 1 (313)882-6900 ext. 1

IN THE CLASSIFIEDS



place your classified ad today!                PHONE: (313) 882-6900 EXT. 4            WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COM                GROSSE POINTE NEWS, MAY 16, 2024    5D

912 BUILDING / REMODELING

The bathroom of
your dreams in as

little as 1 day.
Limited Time Offer

$1,000 off or
No Payments and

No Interest for
18 months

for customers
who qualify.

BCI Bath & Shower
Many options

available.
Quality materials &

professional
installation.

Senior & Military
Discounts Available.

Call Today!
 1(877)957-1264

914 CARPENTRY

Wood Rot
Repair Specialists

Garage
Straightening
Deck Repairs

Crown Molding
Custom Wood

Projects
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

920 CHIMNEY REPAIR

 

 

  

 

 

313-886-8088

Masonary Restoration
 Chimneys - Porches
 Brick Walls - Steps

 Tuck Pointing - Patios

 
Chimney & 
Cap Repair

313-886-8088

920 CHIMNEY REPAIR

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,

tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and

insured.
masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525

Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING

FINANCING

927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

 Debris Removal
•Clean Outs

•Hauling
Unwanted Items

•Dumpsters
Available
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

DUMPSTERS
AVAILABLE

•Clean Outs
•Basement/

  Garage Clean Out
•Debris Removal

 (313)408-1166

Estate,
Rental Property &

Foreclosure
Clean Outs

Appliance Pick-Up
Debris Removal
Free Estimates

Mark
(313)433-1959

Matthew
(313)829-4570

929 DRYWALL / PLASTERING

936 FLOOR SANDING /
REFINISHING

FLOOR
laying, sanding
and refinishing.

Laminate
flooring installed.
Free estimates.

Terry Yerke
(586)823-7753

GASKIN FLOOR
SANDING

Refinishing,
95% dust free,

Repairs,
Natural/ Staining.

Since 1987.
Free estimates.
(586)722-3370

939 GENERAL SERVICES

GUTTER • WINDOW
CLEANING

Insured
Call Tom Micoli
(313)656-9402

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

(313)886-0520
TREE REMOVAL

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

BRYS
LAWN & SNOW
Spring cleanup,
weekly cutting,
bush trimming,

weeding.
Free quotes.

Established 1986.
Jim Sr.

(586)804-2186

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

DAVE's
TREE & SHRUB
Tree Removal/

Trimming
Stump Grinding
Gutter Cleaning
FREE ESTIMATES

30% WINTER
DISCOUNTS

SENIOR DISCOUNTS
* FIREWOOD *

AVAILABLE
25 Years

(586)216-0904

ROYAL
 ENTERPRISE

LANDSCAPING
•Spring Cleanup

•Mulching
•Power Raking/

Dethatching
•Sod

•Small Tree & Shrub
Planting & Removal

•Garden Walls
•Brick Paver

Walks & Patios
 Residential/
Commercial
Fully Insured

RAY
(313)218-2150

944 GUTTERS

ELIMINATE
gutter cleaning

forever!
LeafFilter,

the most advanced
debris- blocking

gutter protection.
Schedule a

FREE LeafFilter
estimate today.

20% off
entire purchase.

PLUS 10% Senior &
Military discounts.

Call 1(866)495-1709

944 GUTTERS

Gutter
Replacement

& Repair
5 & 6 inch

Gutter Guards
Gutter Cleaning
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
Temper Aluminum

Gutter Covers
Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

945 HANDYMAN

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Service

Electrical - Plumbing

HANDYMAN
specializing in

Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning,

Electrical
and miscellaneous

odd jobs.
Lifetime career

experience,
reference available.
Call Douglas Kehrer

at
(586)292-5971

945 HANDYMAN

We're your
"TO DO"

list handymen!
Let us help you with

any plumbing,
electrical,

carpentry and
much more.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
 (313)408-1166

948 INSULATION

A quiet home is a
relaxing home!

Blown in Cellulose
Insulation is

GREEN, cost and
energy efficient.

Red Baron
Enterprises, LLC

can insulate
your home.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

Residential
Commercial
INSULATION

 EXPERTS
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

Book your
exterior projects

NOW!
ROBERT LOOMIS

PAINTING
Licensed and

insured.
Thousands of

satisfied customers
in Metro Detroit.

CALL ROB
(586)770-5778

and we can discuss
your project.

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

 

 

  

 

 

313-886-8088

Masonary Restoration
 Chimneys - Porches
 Brick Walls - Steps

 Tuck Pointing - Patios

 
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Plaster Repair

313-886-8088

JOHN’S PAINTING
Interior/Exterior

Repairing:
Damaged plaster,
 drywall, cracks,

windows
puttying, caulking.
Fire/Water damage

 insurance work.
 All work

guaranteed
 G. P. References
 License/Insured
Free estimates
Senior Discount
(313)882-5038

Painting Services
Interior & Exterior

Floors
Drywall
Plaster

Restoration
Wood Finishing

+ Staining
+ much more!

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

957 PLUMBING
& INSTALLATION

Plumbing
Diagnosis

Installation
Repair

Hot Water Tanks
Snaking

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

960 ROOFING SERVICES

NEW INSTALLATION
Roofs, Gutters

Repairs
Siding

Financing Available!
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

OLDER HOME
SPECIALIST

Free Estimates
Decades of
experience

working in the
Pointes.

ROOFING,
Chimney repairs

and masonry,
gutters, siding,

and repairs.
(313)354-2955
donparadowski

@yahoo.com

Residential
Commercial

ROOFING EXPERTS
Lifetime Warranty

on Shingles
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

RR CODDENS
Family since 1924

(313)886-5565
(313)550-6602

Licensed•Builder•Insured

Re-Roofs ~ Tear Offs
Flat Roofs

Chimney Repair

981 WINDOW WASHING

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

Yard & Estate Sale Map

THIS
 WEEK

= ESTATE SALE

= YARD SALE

See Classifieds for 
more details

1. 183 Hillcrest, GPF
2. 276 Kerby, GPF
3. 424 Calvin, GPF
4. 734 Lincoln Rd., GPF
5. 796 Trombley, GPP

6. 1398 Hollywood Ave., GPW
7. 1399 Torrey Rd., GPW
8. 1812 Anita, GPW
9. 1723 Iroquois, Det.
10. Indian Village. Det.

2

3

4

5

6

7

1

8

9
10
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CITY OF HARPER WOODS
WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN

SYNOPSIS: REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MARCH 6, 2024

The regular City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Valerie Kindle at 7:00 P.M

ROLL CALL: All Councilpersons were present, except for Councilperson Tom Jenny

MOTIONS PASSED
1) to excuse Councilperson Tom Jenny from tonight’s meeting due to a prior commitment.

on April 24, 2024.
3) to open the Public Hearing on the Continuation of a Special Assessment District.
4) to close the Public Hearing. 

is hereby adjourned at 9:28 p.m.

RESOLUTIONS PASSED
1) (1) approve the Accounts Payable/Payroll Vendor listing for Check Numbers 129823 through 

and further, authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the listing. (2) approve payment to 

Striping, Concrete Repairs, Joint Crack Sealing, Eastland Center Redevelopment, Salter Park 

Stormwater Pump Improvements. (3) approve payment to Wolverine Contractors, Inc. in the 

security and backups of our computer system for the month of April 2024 and for IT support 
services for all departments and the purchase of a video adapter.

the month of 2024. 

Deputy Director for the City of Harper Woods and further to approve the employment agreement 
between the City of Harper Woods and Irma Hayes, and further to authorize the acting City 
Manager and the Mayor to sign the agreement. 
3) approve the Special Land Use request submitted by Kristi Kelly on behalf of Sozo Health LLC 

Group LLC to develop a marijuana retail business at 20330 Harper Avenue.

of the required local match of $43,000.00 if the grant is awarded. 
7) to approve the agreement between the City of Harper Woods and the Wayne County Special 
Response Team (SRT) and further to authorize the Director of Public Safety to sign the agreement 
on behalf of the City. 

main repair on Vernier Road, and further that competitive bidding be waived in accordance with 
City Charter requirements. 
9)  to approve the payment to the Michigan Department of Transportation in the amount of 

Pavement Striping Project, #180-342. 

maintenance of the Milk River Drain for the period of April 1 through June 30, 2024.
12) to adopt the amended fee schedule to incorporate the fee increases from the Department of 
Public Works.
_________________________ _________________________
Valerie Kindle, Mayor Leslie M. Frank, City Clerk

Notice of Public Hearing
On the Proposed 2024-25 General Budget

And Various Other Fund Budgets
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Mayor and the City Council of the City of Grosse Pointe 
Woods will be meeting on May 20, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Municipal 
Building, 20025 Mack Plaza, for the purpose of conducting a public hearing on the proposed 2024-
25 General Fund Budget as well as the various other Fund Budgets of the said City.  

The subject of this hearing is the property tax millage rate of 16.6649 proposed to be levied on 
July 1, 2024 to support the proposed General Fund, Public Relations, Solid Waste and Road 
Budgets.  If adopted, the proposed millage will generate $15,342,036 in operating revenue from ad 
valorem property taxes for all funds, which is a $738,220 or 5% increase compared to the 2023-2024 
total collection of $14,603,816. The winter millage levied for the Milk River Drainage tax will be 
4.0677 mills.

Purpose of Millage Millage Rate Revenue Generated
General Operating 12.7851 $11,770,208
Road Bond Debt 1.3815 $1,271,835

Act 359 – Public Relations .0543 $50,000
Act 298 – Solid Waste  2.4440 $2,249,993
Total Special Acts Millage 2.5291 $2,299,993

TOTAL GENERAL, PUBLIC RELATIONS SOLID WASTE 
& ROAD DEBT MILLAGE 16.6649 $15,342,036

Milk River Drain

Purpose of Millage Millage Rate Revenue Generated
Milk River Drain Operations 2.6657 $2,454,060
Milk River Drain Bonded Debt 1.3982 $1,287,214
Administration .0038 $3,500

TOTAL MILK RIVER DRAIN LEVY   4.0677 $3,744,774

The City Council expects to take action on the proposed millage rates as well as taking action 
to approve the aforementioned budgets at the Council meeting immediately following the public 

establish the number of mills to be levied from within its authorized millage rate. 

City of Grosse Pointe Woods
2024-2025 Proposed Budget Summary

 2024-25
GENERAL FUND PROPOSED
General Government $4,125,458
Public Safety $7,855,623
Public Works $2,330,455
Management Info. Systems $544,515
Parks & Recreation $2,745,344
Total General Fund $17,601,395

SPECIAL REVENUE
Major Street $1,709,381 
Local Street $1,216,652 
Act 302 Training $5,000

Cable Fund $0
Solid Waste $2,079,936 
CDBG         20,000
SOM MIDC Grant $55,975
911 Service Fund $131,574
Drug Forfeiture $750
Opioid Settlement $3,000 
Total Special Revenue $5,337,983

DEBT SERVICE FUND
Road Bond Debt $1,360,801
Capital Improvement Debt $215,238
Grosse Gratiot Drain (Milk River) $3,751,055
Total Debt Funds $5,327,094

CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND
Municipal Improvement $815,000
Total Capital Projects Fund $815,000

INTERNAL SERVICE FUNDS
Motor Vehicle Fund $1,065,811
Workmen’s Compensation $161,130
Total Internal Service Funds $1,226,941

ENTERPRISE FUNDS 
Parking $608,331
Water & Sewer $7,902,369
Boat Dock $410,015
Commodity Sales $250
Total Enterprise Funds $8,920,965

FIDUCIARY FUNDS 
Pension Trust Funds $4,044,426
Supplemental Annuity $305,676
Retiree Healthcare (OPEB) $20,950
Total Fiduciary Funds $4,371,052

Budget Total $43,600,430

A copy of the proposed budget will be available for inspection during regular business hours at the 

hearing on the aforesaid proposed General Fund Budget and the various other Fund Budgets.
 Frank Schulte 
 City Administrator

GPFCLL to host 12U tourney

This July, Little League 
teams from around 
Michigan will converge 
on the Pointes to decide 
a 12U state champion. 
The Grosse Pointe 
Farms-City Little League 
(GPFCLL) is set to host 
this year’s 12U State 
Tournament, which will 
begin Thursday, July 18.

“We’re really excited 
to host because Little 
League means so much 
to the community,” 
GPFCLL president Matt 
Agnone said. “...I think 
it’ll be an electric atmo-
sphere at Kerby that will 
be really cool for the 
kids to come and experi-
ence.”

The tournament will 
kick off on July 18, with 
an opening ceremony 
hosted at Grosse Pointe 
South High School’s 
football field. Games 
begin the next day, 
Friday, July 19, and con-
tinue until the champi-
onship Wednesday, July 
24.

All tournament games 
will be hosted at Kerby 
Field. The GPFCLL has 

already been preparing 
the fi elds for the tourna-
ment games later this 
summer and is confi dent 
that everything will be in 
top-notch condition 
when the tournament 
rolls around.

“We’re really proud of 
our facilities,” Agnone 
said. “We wouldn’t have 
them without the gener-
ous support of our spon-
sors and the great work 
of our volunteers. We’ve 
already spent a consid-
erable amount of time 
on the fields this year 
starting in late February 
and early March plan-
ning and meeting with 
groups to develop a plan 
to make sure the fi elds 
are in great shape come 
July. So far, the fields 
look absolutely wonder-
ful in the games we’ve 

played over the last few 
weeks.”

The biggest key to 
making sure things go 
smoothly during the 
tournament will be vol-
unteers. Agnone says 
the league is still deter-
mining when and how to 
begin organizing volun-
teers for the tournament. 
Those interested in vol-
unteering can keep an 
eye on the GPFCLL 
social media pages and 
the league’s website, 
www. grossepointebase-
ball.com, to stay up to 
date on any information. 

Agnone and the rest of 
GPFCLL are confident 
that when the time 
comes, they will get 
plenty of volunteers 
from around the com-
munity willing to help 
out and make the tour-
nament a success, and 
that is because they 
know how much events 
like this mean to people 
of the Pointes.

“This is an incredible 
community that always 
rises to the occasion and 
we know we’re going to 
get great support when it 
comes to volunteers,” 
Agnone said.

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

ships later this spring. 
Peberdy also has plans 
already lined up for the 
summer — being invited 
to attend the USRowing 
Selection Development 
Camp.

Peberdy is always sur-
rounded by other 

extremely talented row-
ers wherever she goes 
now, whether they are 
her teammates or the 
compet i t ion.  Being 
among the best has been 
what  has  pushed 
Peberdy this far in her 
career and what she 
hopes will continue to 
drive her and help her 
become a better rower 
every day.

“We’re working hard 
and giving all we have to 
be able to fi nish well at 
nationals this year and 
surrounding ourselves 
with that kind of compe-
tition, and just being in 
the mindset of working 
hard and seeing where it 
can take us is defi nitely 
something that we’re 
really focusing on,” she 
said.

ATHLETE:
Continued from page 1D

Grosse Pointe South varsity boys lacrosse fell to Port Huron 7-1 last Friday, 
May 10, in the MAC Red Division Tournament fi nal.

Blue Devils come up short in MAC fi nal
PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

grossepointenews.com/athlete-of-the-week

Do you know an outstanding 
high school athlete?

Nominate them for Athlete of the Week 
and put them in the running for

Athlete of the Year.

To nominate a
future Athlete of
the Week, scan 
the QR code or 

visit our website.

ATH ETE
OF T WEEK
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