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26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com
$$995995 Down$$995995**

per month,
24 months

No Appointments Necessary for Oil Changes

Like us on 
Facebook

$$139 139 **$$139 139 **

112124

*24month lease.10,000 miles per year, plus tax, title, plate.
See Salesperson for details. Expires 11/30/24.

Purchase a 2024 for
$22,399 Stock #B544310

2024 Buick2024 Buick
Envista PreferredEnvista Preferred

26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com
$109*

per mo. 24 Months

No Appointments Necessary for Oil ChangesLike us on 
Facebook

112124

*Pricing is priced on 24 month lease. 10,000 miles per year, plus
tax, title, plate. See Salesperson for details. Expires 11/30/24.

$995*

Down
Purchase a 2025 for

$30,039 Stock #551296

pp y ff gFacebook

*Pr***
taxtatt

2025 Chevy Equinox EV LT2025 Chevy Equinox EV LT

26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com $995 Down

per month, 24 months

No Appointments Necessary for Oil Changes

Like us on 
Facebook

*Pricing is based on 24 month lease. 10,000 miles per year, plus tax, title, plate.
  See Salesperson for details. Expires 11/30/24

$$129 129 **$$129 129 **

Purchase for
$25,979 Stock #G545210

112124

2024 Terrain SLE2024 Terrain SLE

See section C
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CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — Through a 
sliding barn door in the 
back of The Spice and 
Tea Exchange, a larger-
than-life Pinocchio peeks 
out from behind a 
Christmas tree to get a 
glimpse of the green vel-
vet chair where Santa 

soon will take his rightful 
place Saturdays between 
Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. 

Charlie Brown and 
Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer also are pres-
ent and accounted for, as 
is the main feature of this 
year’s Santa’s Workshop 
in The Village — the 
seven dwarfs climbing 
and chipping away at an 

iceberg with their pick-
axes to get presents. 

“Everything is sculpted 
out of styrofoam,” includ-
ing the three-dimen-
s i o n a l ,  6 - f o o t - t a l l 
gingerbread boy and girl, 
said Laura Clements, 
City of Grosse Pointe 
Foundation member and 
president of Bishop 
Design and Display. “It’s 
all done by hand. We 

start with a brick of sty-
rofoam, we have a 
design, we cut out 
chunks. … It’s a lot of 
fun.”

Santa comes into town 
with the Grosse Pointe 
Chamber of Commerce 
Santa Claus Parade the 
day prior and will stick 
around for the season to 
meet and take photos 
with good little boys and 

girls from 9 a.m. to noon 
Nov. 30, which also is 
Small Business Saturday, 
and Dec. 7, 14 and 21. 

His workshop will be 
filled with take-home 
ornament crafts, color-
ing pages, a post box for 
letters to Santa and a 
story corner staffed by 
National Honor Society 
volunteers.

“We want a quieter 
space too for either kids 

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Santa’s Workshop is coming to town

In time for Santa’s 
Workshop to welcome 
young Grosse Pointers, 
the unfi nished walls will 
be covered with plywood 
on which children will 
be invited to hang their 
coloring pages. 

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — A proposed 
amendment to the city’s 
ordinance on regulating 
the construction, mainte-
nance and use of outdoor 
tennis courts is “intended 
to address sport courts 
that are outdoors other 
than tennis courts,” City 
attorney William Burgess 
said, “the motivation be-
ing recent complaints 
that we received in 
Grosse Pointe Farms in 
particular with respect to 

pickleball and noise and 
potential nuisance associ-
ated with that.”

Because the ordinance 
currently is written spe-
cifi c to tennis courts, a 
public hearing is sched-
uled during the city’s 
next council meeting 
Monday, Dec. 9, to dis-
cuss the incorporation of 
other types of sport 
courts under the same 
ordinance. 

For the purposes of the 
ordinance, “outdoor 
sport court” is defi ned as 
an outdoor surface pad 
that may or may not 

include boundary lines or 
fencing and is intended 
for sporting activities 
such as basketball, vol-
leyball, badminton, pick-
leball, hockey or lacrosse. 

However, the proposed 
language clarifi es “a sur-
face pad designed and 
permitted for vehicular 
access and parking — 
such as a driveway — 
shall not be deemed an 
outdoor sport court 
merely because sporting 
apparatus — such as but 
not limited to a basket-

Public hearing set for 
outdoor sport court regulation
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

THE GROSSE POINTES 
— The Grosse Pointe 
Public School System 
Board of Education is on 
track to add back a pa-
rental rights policy that 
was eliminated earlier 
this year after a change in 

state law caused public 
school districts to change 
some policies.

The document was dis-
cussed at a recent Policy 
and Contracts Committee 
Tuesday, Nov. 12.

“Parents choose to 
send their kids to our 
schools and we want to 
err on the side of not 

breaking their trust,” 
board President Sean 
Cotton, who also owns 
the Grosse Pointe News, 
said.

Cotton or ig inal ly 
planned to bring the pol-
icy up for full board dis-
cussion Tuesday, Nov. 
19, but chose not to.

“At this time, we need 

to focus on the hard 
work that Dr. (Andrea) 
Tuttle is bringing to the 
board with respect to 
staffi ng at central admin-
istration,” he added. “My 
hope is that the board 
will take this policy up in 
January of 2025.

“I believe this policy is 
one that will ensure that 

parents continue to be 
the lead decision makers 
in their children’s lives 
and that the trust that 
they give to our district 
in sending their children 
to our schools is one that 
is given back to them by 
the district,” Cotton said. 
“A simple policy to 
ensure that the nonsense 

going on nationally is 
never one they need to 
worry about.”

At issue are changes 
the board made to its pol-
icies in February in light 
of changes that were 
made to the Michigan 
Public Employment 

GPPSS looks to implement parental rights policy
By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

See POLICY, page 9A

See SANTA, page 4A

See COURT, page 3A

Home: City of Grosse Pointe
Longtime travel agent is 
dedicated to the details

Pointer of
INTEREST

See story, page 4A

Gerry Connollyy yGerry Connolly

GROSSE POINTE 
PARK — The alchemy of 
a well-run bureaucracy 
prescribes elements es-
sential for making sums 
worth more than their 
parts — managers and 
staff doing what they 
are supposed to do and 
being mindful of goals.

“We are going through 
a  t ransformat ional 
change in the city, from 
accounting to finan-
cials, new policies and 

p r o c e d u r e s , ” 
C o u n c i l m a n  T o m 
Caulfi eld said. “It’s a big 
lift.”

Caulfi eld is liaison to 
the Grosse Pointe Park 
Recreation Committee, 
where he and Chairman 
Michael Hindelang are 
changing focus from 
what was to what will 
be. The intent is to be 
prepared for what is 
coming next, not only 
responding to what 
went wrong and thereby 

Rec Commission 
upping its game
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

See GAME, page 2A
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Commercial Snow and Ice Services

25305 Little Mack Ave. Saint Clair Shores, MI 48081
(586) - 343 - 8253

112124

Snow Plowing and Salting Services, 24/7

USPS 230-400
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LAIR SHORES

SAINTS

SKATE 
LIKE
A GIRL

Try Hockey for Free
Equipment will be provided

Sunday
December 15 

5:00-6:30
Questions –  Email or Call:

nataliajadranka@gmail.com • 313-498-2592

SCS Hockey 
Association

Scan to
Sign Up

101724

In accordance with Sec. 106 of the 
Programmatic Agreement, AT&T plans 
a CELL SITE RF MODIFICATIONS TO 
EXISTING 107’-0” SMOKE STACK at 
11 GROSSE POINTE BOULEVARD, 
GROSSE POINTE FARMS, MI 48236. 
Please direct comments to Gavin L. at 
818-391-0449 regarding the site GROSSE 
POINTE SOUTH HS. 

112124

110724P

The Legacy and Estate Planning
You and Your Family Deserve

What Happens
If You’re
Not Around?
Plan for Your Loved Ones
Today with Trinity Estate Planning

We’ll make it easy and affordable
to do the right thing for yourself,

and the people you love.

maura@trinityestateplanning.com | 313.575.3521

Maura
McKeever

Contact me 
today!

MARK ANTHONY 
AIELLO
Attorney & Counselor
Licensed in Michigan & Arizona
Grosse Pointe Resident 

DISABILITY LAW
• Social Security Disability

• Supplemental Security Income

• Workers’ Compensation

031623

3000 TOWN CENTER • SUITE 1820
SOUTHFIELD, MI 48075 • maa@aiellolawgroup.com

(313) 964-4900
www.aiellolawgroup.comwww.aiellolawgroup.comwww.aiellolawgroup.com

Free Initial
Consultation

Personal Attention, Positive Impact.

10
17

24

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Critics of Priority 
Waste were faced this 
month with the compa-
ny’s improved perfor-
mance data that didn’t re-
quire a mother to love.

Dan Venet, Priority’s 
vice president of munici-
pal sales, returned to city 
council chambers Nov. 
12, to report a more than 
99 percent success rate 
with its rubbish-hauling 
and recycling contract 
with the city. Priority 
Waste took over the ser-
vice in July by acquiring 
the previous vendor, 
Green For Life.

Performance data dur-
ing October accounts for 
Priority receiving only 86 
“action items” from resi-
dents and municipal offi -
cials while serving the 
city.

“We service just over 
4,700 homes,” Venet said. 
“That’s three touches per 
home, or 13,000 or 14,000 
touches per week. And 
86 reported actions is a 
very low number for us. 
We want that number to 
continue to drown 
down.”

The downward trend is 
continuing this month, 
he said: “We’re continu-
ously proving to push the 
boundaries to excel-
lence.”

He credi ted  the 
i m p r o v e m e n t  t o 
employee training and 
almost real-time monitor-
ing of fi eld operations.

“Employees we took 
over from the acquisition 
are now more familiar 
with our practices,” 
Venet said. “We’re get-
ting more efficient and 
accustomed to your 
(city’s) service.”

As part of the compa-

ny’s technology and data-
driven management 
style, cameras and global 
positioning trackers have 
been installed on all vehi-
cles operating in the city.

“This allowed us to 
track more appropriately 
the service being ren-
dered and give active 
feedback to members in 
the fi eld as well as to the 
public,” Venet said.

“These numbers are 
great,” Councilman Tim 
Kolar said.

“I’ve seen an improve-
ment,” City Manager 
Nick Sizeland said.

“Unfortunately, there’s 
still a perception out 
there that quality and 
service has diminished,” 
Mayor Michele Hodges 
said. “We have to dig out 
of that hole.”

She encouraged Venet 
to publicize the compa-
ny’s turnaround.

“Repetitive communi-

cation strategy and edu-
cation is defi nitely a step 
in that direction,” she 
said.

Priority’s shaky take-
over of Green For Life, 
attributed in part to 
poorly maintained, even 
sabotaged equipment 
and sullen legacy employ-
ees, prompted the coun-
cil in September to pass a 
resolution demanding 
improvements.

Venet attended that 
meeting and forecast 
i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n 
October.

“The trendline is get-
ting better,” Sizeland 
said. “It’s not perfect. 
Dan and I talked about 
that. Every time we call 
Priority, someone calls 
us back right away.”

Venet said recent com-
pany statistics show a 93 
percent fi rst-call resolu-

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Waste hauler follows through

See HAULER, page 5A

COURTESY PHOTO

Celebrating 60
Members of Pear Tree Questers No. 193 celebrated 
their 60-year anniversary Friday, Nov. 1, with a 
noon luncheon at Dirty Dog Jazz Café on The 
Hill. Chairwoman for the event was Jenny McAtee.
Pictured standing, from left, are Liz Hardwick, 
Sandy Magreta, Sharon Lutz, Jenny McAtee and 
Joanne Niederoest; and seated, from left, are 
Madeleine Phillips, Pam Barthel, Janet Leze and 
Dorothy Bejin.

stuck in a lingering 
state of crisis interven-
tion.

“That helps make sure 
the big things are ahead 
of us and we’re talking 
about (them) so they’re 
not failing,” Hindelang 
said. “And when we’re 
talking about how to fi x 
something that’s bro-
ken, we’re planning on 
how to maintain, repair, 
replace whatever it is.”

Caulfi eld said the city 
would benefi t from the 
commission and its sub-
committees to plan at 
least one quarter or six 
months ahead, such as 
with Memorial Day 
events and next sum-
mer’s street festivals.

“Let’s start those con-
versations now and get 
those ideas on the board 
so we’re not (playing 
catch up),” Caulfield 
said.  “That’s when 
things fall through.”

Since becoming chair-
man in late 2022, 
Hindelang organized 
the commission’s 10 
members into subcom-
mittees dealing specifi -
cally with Patterson 
Park, Windmill Pointe 
Park and the municipal 
marina at Windmill. 

He also has levels of 
expectation for each 
commissioner and sub-
committee.

“ S u b c o m m i t t e e s 
should be meeting 
between Parks and Rec 
meetings,” Hindelang 
briefed the group dur-
ing a meeting Oct. 10. 
“The purpose of the 
subcommittees is to 
help drive the actions of 
this commission. We 
want these to be proac-
tive committees. Keep 
that in mind.”

Commissioners cur-
rently are working with 
recreation administra-
tors to develop a list of 
projects to be evaluated 
by city hall administra-
tors and council mem-

bers in terms of need, 
attainability, affordabil-
ity and cost effective-
ness.

“I’d like to get a little 
help and assistance 
f r o m  y o u  g u y s , ” 
Recreation Director 
Chad Craig told com-
missioners about draft-
ing a list of projects that 
Hindelang wants in fi nal 
form in time for discus-
sion during the next 
commission meeting 
Dec. 12. “I may not have 
processes or complete, 
accurate numbers or 
things like that.”

“It’s meant to be a 
working document that 
future councils and 
administrations can 
use,” Caulfi eld said. “It 
could be anything from 
maintenance agree-
ments to wish lists. You 
can put down things 
like life expectancy of 
pool pumps or what’s 
coming down the pike.”

Hindelang told Craig, 
“In the spirit of conver-
sations we’ve been hav-
ing for a while now 
about looking ahead, 
(the) document allows 

Tom to go to city coun-
cil or administration to 
say, ‘We have an awful 
lot of things coming up 
in a three-year window.’ 
It will make your life a 
lot easier. I look for-
ward to seeing that.”

C o m m i s s i o n e r 
Howard Bouton doesn’t 
want commissioners to 
nitpick.

“On our Windmill 
Pointe subcommittee, 
we talked about things 
that maybe didn’t war-
rant discussion in this 
body,” he said. “We 
don’t need to bother 
Chad about weeds near 
the playscape because 
we know he’s working 
on it because it’s on the 
list.”

“One of the things the 
subcommittee is sup-
posed to do is (select) 
items for Chad that 
slipped through the 
cracks,” Hindelang said.

“To be helpful, not get 
in the way,” Bouton said. 
“We can talk about pri-
oritizing things in terms 
of what (Craig is) strug-
gling with resource-wise 
or looking for guidance. 

I’m looking forward to 
how that will help this 
body move forward once 
we start getting that.”

“I will support any-
thing that we are help-
ing Chad and am not 
supporting things that 
are creating work,” 
Commissioner Paul 
Spratt said. “We’re here 
to grease the wheels and 
help him get things done 
at council.”

“Absolutely,” Caulfi eld 
said.

“Once Chad starts 
expressing potential pri-
orities, our job is to get 
feedback from the com-
munity,” Commissioner 
Mike Bannon said.

“That’s exactly right,” 
Hindelang said. “The 
department is Chad’s 
department. Our goal 
with this is to help not 
only the commission 
give Chad better feed-
back, but then for Tom, 
the council and adminis-
tration help fund that.”

“We are challenging 
our commissions and 
committees,” Caulfi eld 
told the group. “I appre-
ciate the volunteer 
efforts you are putting 
into this. Let us keep 
forward thinking.”

GAME:
Continued from page 1A

R e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r 
Michigan’s largest con-
ference on suicide — the 
Kevin’s Song ninth 
annual Conference on 
Suicide: Creating & 
Supporting Lives Worth 
Living —  opened Nov. 
20. Featuring a roster of 
mental health profession-
als, educators and advo-
cates, the conference 
takes place Jan. 23 to 25, 
at Saint John’s Resort in 
Plymouth. 

The three-day confer-
ence brings together edu-
cators, mental health 
professionals ,  f irst 
responders, clergy, sui-
cide prevention advo-
cates, veterans, students, 
business and community 
leaders as well as the 
public, survivors of sui-
cide loss, and attempt 
survivors and their family 
members.

For more information 
or to register, visit kevins
song.org.

Registration 
open for 
Kevin’s Song 
conference
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GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — The city’s 
beautification advisory 
commission held its 50th 
annual Beautification 
Awards ceremony 
Wednesday, Nov. 13, at 
the Assumption Cultural 
Center.

“For 50 years, this com-
munity has thought it 
important to recognize 
neighbors and busi-
nesses who make the 
community better,” com-
mission Vice Chairman 
Matt Wettstein said. 
“This community has 
purposefully spent time 
and energy paying hom-
age to ordinary citizens 
and business owners 
who make this commu-
nity the wonderful, invit-
ing place that it is. It is an 
endeavor well worth it, in 
my opinion.”

Mayor Art Bryant 
shared a similar senti-
ment.

“I am so glad that all of 
you could be here tonight 
at this wonderful event,” 
he said in welcoming 
attendees. “The homes 
and businesses look so 
nice and beautiful again 
this year. I know it was 
tough to decide who the 
winners should be. I 
know because years ago 
I was on the commission 
and had to make some 
diffi cult choices.”

C o m m i s s i o n 
Chairwoman Rachelle 
Koester said members 

spend a great deal of time 
to come up with the win-
ners among the city’s 
6,500 residences.

Here are the winners, 
along with comments 
from commission mem-
bers:

◆ 1775 Kenmore, Terry 
Niggeman and Matthew 
Peplinski. “A picture-per-
fect home with a vibrant 
red door and additional 
pops of color with red 
geraniums and white 
impatiens.”

◆ 1706 Bournemouth, 
Bob and Liz Sherry. “The 

front landscaping allows 
you to make connections 
with neighbors and make 
the community better.”

◆ 1997 Severn, Sarah 
Eisenberg and Mike 
Hiemstra. “This beautiful 
brick home is overfl ow-
ing with blooming 
hydrangeas in front and 
a very well-kept lawn.”

◆  2100 Beaufait , 
Lyndsey Walworth and 
John Fradeneck. “The 
landscaping has been 
painstakingly maintained 
with a backdrop of 
hydrangeas, accented 

w i t h  l o v e l y 
annuals around 
a raised bed.”

◆  2 1 3 5 
Lennon, Wayne 
and  Bonn ie 
D u l a .  “ T h e 
fresh, new look 
of the landscap-
ing and the front 
lawn are sure to 
grab you as you 
walk up the 
clean lines of 
the new walk-
way and drive-
way.”

◆ 1231 Paget 
Court, Carolyn 
and Randal l 
Eissa. “A variety 
of colorful fl ow-
ers and shrubs 
o f  v a r y i n g 
heights  and 

sizes adorn the front of 
the house.”

◆ 1081 Torrey, Marie 
and Ed Zawol. “New 
landscaping incorporates 
foundation planting and 
colorful perennials and 
annuals.”

◆ 1636 N. Renaud, 
Gerald and Kathleen 
Hilton. “The yard is 
adorned with a harmoni-
ous mix of green hues, 
complemented by red 
and magenta, adding to 
its inviting allure.”

◆ 1461 Oxford, Charles 
and Marie Thomas. “This 
center entrance colonial 
feels cozy and tranquil 
with a stone walkway 
lined with hostas leading 
you to a charming 
bench.”

◆ 1716 Brys, Claire and 
Stephen Doyle. “The 
thoughtful layout, plant 
selection and inclusion of 
a birdbath refl ect careful 
planning and attention.”

◆ 19981 W. Emory 
Court, Peter and Patty 

Groezinger. “Lasting 
color throughout the 
summer season and 
beyond is everywhere.”

◆ 685 N. Brys, David 
and Maria Chapman. 
“Potted plants accentuate 
green and white hostas, 
giving this charming 
home great curb appeal.”

◆ 562 Woods Lane, 
Korey and Maggie Eko. 

“The hedges and shrubs 
are neatly trimmed and 
there are pops of sea-
sonal color throughout 
the front yard.”

Business awards went 
to Lamia + Lamia, Da 
Eduardo,  Salvatore 
Scallopini, Moehring 
W o o d s  F l o w e r s , 
Alternative Health Care 
and MI Nails.

AHEE.COM   |    313 .886 .4600

A W A R D - W I N N I N G  A R T I S T R Y

S U P E R I O R  S E L E C T I O N

E X C E P T I O N A L  E X P E R I E N C E

11
21

24

11
21

24 SERVING THE GROSSE POINTE COMMUNITY SINCE 1963
586-778-4430  |  woodmasterkitchens.com

TUESDAY, NOV. 26

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Shores Planning Commission meet-
ing, 9 a.m.

 ◆ Woods Aglow, 7 p.m.

THURSDAY, NOV. 28

 ◆ Thanksgiving

FRIDAY, NOV. 29

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Chamber of Commerce Santa 
Parade, 10 a.m. along Kercheval, from Lewiston to 
Cadieux.

The Week Ahead

ball goal or hockey net — 
are located thereon or 
adjacent thereto, so long 
as the predominant use 
of such surface pad is for 
vehicular access and 
parking.” 

Also exempt from the 
designation are tempo-
rary wintertime ice sur-
faces so long as they 
don’t have walls or barri-
ers of a height “greater 
than reasonably neces-
sary” to contain the ice 
surface. 

Regulations for out-
door sport courts within 
the ordinance include 
requiring site plan 
approval by city council 
with notices of the hear-
ing afforded to resi-
dences within 300 feet of 
the applicant’s property 
line.

“You want to have ade-
quate distances from 
other properties, as well 
as (monitor) the impact 
on impervious surfaces,” 
City Manager Shane 
Reeside said. “So the 
concern that somebody 
takes the rear yard and 
(it) becomes all hard sur-
face could be problem-
atic too, in terms of 
stormwater manage-

ment.”
The area of the outdoor 

sport court also would be 
included when calculat-
ing the maximum per-
centage of lot coverage 
under the city’s zoning 
ordinance. 

“To me, one of the pri-
mary issues of this is how 
much lot coverage is 
being utilized by these 
additional courts,” Mayor 
Louis Theros said. 
“That’s one of the key 
aspects I want everybody 

to think about over the 
next month, is people are 
constructing sport courts, 
pickleball courts, and 
they’re impervious, but it 
also creates an issue that 
they exceed what would 
normally be in a lot cov-
erage for any other struc-
ture that would be placed 
on people’s backyards or 
front yards.”

Depending on the spe-
cific language council 
may choose to pass in the 
amendment, already 

existing courts could see 
restrictions such as with 
allowable hours of use. 

“If the question is that 
people are complaining 
about the noise, frankly, 
I think the argument can 
be made that a basketball 
(game) that goes on can 
be just as noisy as a pick-
leball,” Councilwoman 
Beth Konrad Wilberding 
said, before council 
approved the public hear-
ing for its December 
meeting.

COURT:
Continued from page 1A

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

Woods bestows beautification awards

2135 Lennon

1461 Oxford

Above, 1775 
Kenmore 
Left, 
2100 Beaufait

COURTESY 
PHOTOS
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Springfield is a combination of
155 acres of fields, woods, water,

and a building designed to house
animals in such a way that they enjoy
and appreciate the fresh air and
outdoors. There are three types of 
kennels available for your pets.
We have:

• Outdoor Area
• Indoor/Outdoor Heated Area
• Climate Controlled Indoor Area

Check out our website for further details.

               THE RESORT

COUNTRY WALKS • BOARDING • GROOMING • TRAINING • SHOW DOGS

Pickup & delivery 
“Shuttle Service” to 
the Grosse Pointes

5200 Beard Road
North Street, MI 48049

springfieldpetresort.com

                

112124

MEMORY CARE | SHORT-TERM STAYS

Sunrise on Vernier
1850 Vernier Road
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236
SunriseVernier.com VERN I ER

Call 313-643-5845 to learn more and 
ask about our next meeting.

© 2024 Sunrise Senior Living RCFE# 198320179

Memory Care Support 
Group at Sunrise on Vernier
You’re invited to a monthly meeting where you can gather 
in our community with others who have a loved one living 

with Alzheimer’s, dementia, or another form of memory loss. 
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NothingBundtCakes.com
ORDERONLINE!WEDELIVER!

Sun: 10:00am - 2:00pm
Sat: 10:00am - 8:00pm
Mon-Fri: 9:00am - 8:00pm

(313) 435-0437

Grosse Pointe, MI 48230
17012 Kercheval Avenue
GrossePointe
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Gerry Connolly was bit 
by the travel bug at a 
young age. She fondly 
recalls a childhood trip to 
Europe.

“My grandmother had 
28 grandchildren and she 
believed travel was a 
means to education,” 
said Connolly, a City of 
Grosse Pointe resident. 
“When I was 14, she took 
me, two of my brothers 
and five cousins to 
Europe. We did five 
countries. … It was quite 
an experience. It opened 
up my eyes to different 
cultures and different 
people.”

The lifelong Grosse 
Pointer left the commu-
nity for college, but 
returned to the Pointes 
soon after, in 1969.

“I didn’t know what I 
wanted to do,” she said. 
“So I started working for 
Priscilla Moorman with 
Moorman Travel.”

T h e  o p p o r t u n i t y 
launched the career of a 
lifetime, which included 
working for several 
travel agencies — Ask 
Mr. Foster Travel and 
Greatways  Trave l , 
among several others — 
before opening an agency 
of her own, Connolly 
Travel Inc. She credited 
many mentors for help-
ing her along the way.

“Starting downtown 
and making my way back 
to Grosse Pointe was an 
interesting journey,” she 
added, noting she earned 
her certifi ed travel con-
sultant designation, 

“which is equivalent to a 
master’s degree,” in 
1983. “It’s nice to be 
home these last years. 
It’s a wonderful commu-
nity and a wonderful 
place to raise children. 
The people here are gen-
erous with trying to help 
others and every little bit 
helps.”

Championed by her 
mother, Connolly found 
the perfect home for her 
own business on The 
Hill.

“Peter Bologna was 
building a new building 
at 131 Kercheval,” 
Connolly said, noting her 
mother scouted and 
toured the location while 
it was being constructed. 
“I have four brothers who 
are all attorneys. My 
mother wanted to be a 

CEO herself. Through 
me, I think she saw my 
potential. She was always 
supportive. My mom 
passed away in 1987, at 
age 70. I opened my own 
agency in August 1988.

“… My thrust to open 
my own agency was two-
fold,” she continued. 
“First, I have two chil-
dren. I’m a single parent 
and I wanted to put them 
through college, which I 
did. The second was to 
employ people. It started 
with two of us in 450 
square feet at the back of 
the building. Within a 
year, I hired three or four 
more people. They were 
wonderful women I 
worked with. I wanted 
people who cared about 
other people.”

The agency operated 
with the motto, “No trip 
is too small for Connolly 
Travel.” Connolly said 
she has always enjoyed 
mapping out itineraries 
for any budget.

Planning leisure travel 
is her strong suit, particu-
larly to international des-
tinations. Her niche is 
foreign independent 
travel, or FIT, for which 
she plans the itinerary, 
chooses guides, hotels, 
restaurants and other 
details. Her eye for detail 
and giving clients the 
best experience possible 
has served her well.

Connolly’s staff joked 
that she should have 
“counselor” added to her 
nameplate, as many cli-
ents would visit her offi ce 
just to talk.

“I’m a good listener,” 
she said. “… You have to 
respect people’s privacy. 
You have to pretend 
you’re a priest. It’s been 
an interesting career, to 
say the least.”

Italy, France and Egypt 
are among Connolly’s 
favorite destinations. She 
has yet to visit China or 
South Africa. And, as a 
tennis enthusiast, she 
hopes to return to France 
to see the French Open, 
combined with a cruise 
to Normandy.

Several of her early 
trips were prompted by 

her interest in learning 
about other religions. 
She spent time in the 
Middle East, as well as 
areas like Singapore and 
Thailand.

“I’ve been to Thailand 
several times,” she said. 
“I like the people there. 
They have respect for the 
human soul.”

Throughout her career, 
Connolly has weathered 
numerous changes in 
travel, like the aftermath 
of 9/11, when her agency 
closed for three months, 
and the mortgage crisis 
in 2008.

“In 2010, I decided I 
had to cut back on staff, 
which was devastating,” 
she said, noting she left 
her storefront to operate 
Connolly Travel from her 
home.

She also outlasted 
COVID, even after it shut 
down her agency for sev-
eral months.

“I had 25 international 
tickets and I had to can-
cel all of them,” she said. 
“But I got all of my cli-
ents their money back. 
COVID was a challenge. 
Now I just pick and 
choose what I want to do. 

… Travel is a business 
you can stay in as long as 
you want.”

Most of her personal 
travel these days occurs 
in country. She allows 
herself three weeks off 
each year — a week up 
north with grade school 
friends and two weeks in 
Florida.

No matter her destina-
tion, her motivation 
behind it remains the 
same.

“You never stop learn-
ing,” she said. “It’s 
always continuing edu-
cation.

“… Travel keeps your 
mind going,” she added. 
“I’ve been very blessed. 
I’m grateful to all the 
mentors I’ve had. My cli-
ents have been support-
ive for over 30 years. I’m 
grateful to my children 
and my parents. I’m 
doing exactly what I like 
to do.”

With no plans to retire 
anytime soon, Connolly 
continues specializing in 
foreign independent 
travel, but handles the 
gamut of travel requests.

“You have to have a 
good heart to be in 
travel,” she said. “I have 
to meet clients’ expecta-
tions. Everybody has 
wants, needs and desires. 
That’s something I tried 
to teach the gals I worked 
with.”

During the decades 
she’s spent working to 
ensure others enjoy their 
time away, Connolly has 
had the longtime support 
of her family — her 
daughter, Rory; son, 
William; and grandchil-
dren, Cameron, Connor 
and Maureen.

“I’m very blessed,” she 
said. “My children have 
raised their children very 
well.”

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Details matter to longtime travel agent

COURTESY PHOTOS

Left, Gerry Connolly is flanked by her son, William, 
and daughter, Rory. Right, Connolly with her grand-
children, from left, Maureen, Cameron and Connor.

that are waiting or might 
have a little Santa anxi-
ety and need to observe 
a little bit more,” Main 
Street Grosse Pointe 
Execut ive  Director 
Cindy Willcock said. “A 

space where they can 
just chill out and do their 
own thing if they want 
to.”

While not fully revived 
to the grandeur possible 
in years past when 
Santa’s Workshop could 
take advantage of vacan-
cies in The Village to set 
up shop in spaces such 
as the 3,000-square-foot 
Lululemon building, the 
dedicated space should 
be a far cry from last 
year when the workshop 
only could fi nd a home in 
the lobby and hallway of 
the Kercheval Place 
building. 

“It’s a sad thing, but it’s 
a good thing,” Clements 
said of organizers’ 
dilemma. “In the past, 
there’s been vacancies in 
The Village, so we’ve had 

an actual storefront 
(where) people can walk 
by and see it.” 

Santa’s Workshop in 
The Village will be 
located inside The Spice 
and Tea Exchange at 
17037 Kercheval. The 
festivities are free and 
no regis trat ion is 
required. 

Parents need only 
bring their little ones, a 
camera to capture mem-
ories and trust in the 
jolly old elf. 

“When I  was in 
Ferndale, we did an ice 
festival and Santa would 
come,” Willcock said. 
“One year Santa luckily 
was a city councilman 
and he called me over. 
He’s like, ‘Hey, do you 
see that kid that just got 
off my lap? Do you see 

his parents here?’ I said, 
‘Yeah,’ and he said, ‘Do 
you want to give them 
this back? He just gave 
me a diagram of his 
house with the alarm 
code so that Santa could 
get in.’”

Holiday pet 
portraits 

Local pets can get a 
photo with Santa at Pet 
Supplies Plus in The 
Village from 5 to 7 p.m. 
Friday, Nov. 29.

For $10 per 4-by-6-inch 
print photo, Ruff Life 
Photography will cap-
ture Christmas memo-
ries of Pointers’ furry 
friends. All proceeds will 
be donated to KARENS 
— K-9 Animal Rescue 
Emergency Networking 
System.

SANTA:
Continued from page 1A
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Life’s a journey. 
Find your way.

313.882.9600

“Just the feeling 
of knowing you’re not 
alone in this situation has 
been a big help.”  —  Sandy

meet me at the helm
Sandy joined the grief group at The Helm shortly after her 
husband, Tom, passed away. In addition to finding others who 
could support her and she support in return, Sandy made new 
friendships and discovered activities (especially field trips!) at 
The Helm that help her stay social and get out of the house.

visit:
helmlife.org

112124
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24 313-882-SAFE (7233)
19261 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Woods 48236

FREE!FREE!
Monitored

Smoke Detector
with purchase of

security alarm and
monitoring services.

w w w. P o i n t e A l a r m . c o m

26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com
No Appointments Necessary for Oil Changes

Like us on 
Facebook

per
month

$139 139 *$$139  139  ** $995 Down
24 Months
Stock #B544310

Purchase for $22,399

11
21

24

2024 BUICK2024 BUICK
ENVISTA PREFERREDENVISTA PREFERRED

*24 month lease. 10,000 miles per year, plus tax, title, plate. See Salesperson for details.  
Expires 11/30/24.

City of Grosse Pointe

Left behind
A man in his 30s passed 

a counterfeit $50 bill to a 
cashier at a business in 
the 17000 block of 
Kercheval at 5:40 p.m. 
Monday,  Nov.  11, 
requesting a Chime 
account be fi lled.

When the cashier 
refused the transaction, 
he left without the bill.

Out from 
under nose

A 29-year-old Roseville 
man was arrested while 
attempting to flee the 
area at 1:15 p.m. 
Wednesday, Nov. 13, 
after the manager at a 
business in the 16000 
block of Kercheval 
watched him steal $235 
worth of groceries. 

Give and take
A 29-year-old Detroit 

man tried to sell a coin 
worth $1,300 to the busi-
ness he previously stole it 
from in the 17000 block 
of Mack at 10 a.m. Friday, 
Nov. 15. He promptly 
was arrested.

Sharing is caring
Two men stole a single 

pack of Marlboro Black 
cigarettes from a busi-

ness in the 17000 block of 
Mack at 4:50 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 16.

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the City of 
Grosse Pointe Public 
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Park

Loud and drunk
A pair of people argu-

ing loudly around 4 a.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 16, in the 
1300 block of Berkshire 
prompted a complaint to 
the public safety depart-
ment.

Officers responded. 
The people were gone.

“But the vehicle they 
were in was located in the 
area,” an investigator 
said. “The vehicle was 
stopped and the female 
driver (a 26-year-old Park 
resident) was intoxi-
cated.”

Officers tallied her 
arrest among others this 
year for drunken driving.

Unlicensed
Police couldn’t fi nd evi-

dence to confirm the 

report of a motorist driv-
ing through a front yard 
a t  Kercheval  and 
Beaconsfield early eve-
ning Thursday, Nov. 14, 
although they did fi nd the 
motorist, a 70-year-old 
Park woman.

“(She) was found to 
have a suspended driv-
er’s license,” said police, 
arresting her for the 
transgression.

Jeep stolen
Someone during the 

early hours of Monday, 
Nov. 11, stole a red 2019 
Jeep Compass parked in 
front of a residence in the 
1300 block of Somerset.

Purse missing
A resident of the 1400 

block of Three Mile Drive 
reported earlier this 
month the loss of a blue 
Burberry purse worth 
$800.

The victim told police 
that several home health 
care workers have been 
in the home.

Drunken driver
A St. Clair Shores man, 

46, was arrested for 

drunken driving on Mack 
near Whittier at 10:05 
p.m. Friday, Nov. 8.

The arrest resulted 
from an investigation for 
speeding.

Recovered
Police traced a Park res-

ident’s stolen 2021 Jeep 
Grand Cherokee to Detroit 
and found the vehicle 
unoccupied.

Whomever took the 
Jeep did so while it was 
parked in the driveway of 
a house in the 1100 block 
of Buckingham between 
11 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 5, 
and 8:25 a.m. the next day.

— Brad Lindberg
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the Grosse 
Pointe Park Public Safety 
Department, (313) 822-
7400.

Grosse Pointe Shores

Fraud
A 63-year-old resident 

on Woodland Shore 
reported around 1 p.m. 
Friday, Nov. 15, that she 
was the victim of poten-
tial fraud after getting a 

credit alert that someone 
tried to open a credit card 
using her personal infor-
mation.

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about this and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Shores Public Safety, 
(313) 881-5500.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Home arrest
A suspect was arrested 

for drunken driving 
around 2 p.m. Thursday, 
Nov. 14, at his home in 
the 1500 block of 
Blairmoor Court after 
hitting a vehicle on Mack 
and driving home. The 
victim followed the man 
and called police.

The suspect has two 
prior convictions for 
drunken driving.

Wrong location
A 38-year-old Detroit 

man was arrested around 
noon Sunday, Nov. 17, 
after rear-ending a vehi-
cle on Mack in front of 
the public safety depart-
ment. The man tried to 
fl ee but hit a utility pole, 

then attempted to run 
away but was caught by 
offi cers.

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Woods Public Safety, 
(313) 343-2400.

Grosse Pointe Farms

Keep it in 
the family

A father and daughter 
were targeted with bank 
fraud Tuesday, Nov. 12. 

The most substantial 
loss was $211,795 trans-
ferred from the 70-year-
old Farms man’s account 
to an unknown Chase 
Bank business account in 
his name. 

His daughter also saw 
more than $7,000 trans-
ferred from her Chase 
Bank checking and sav-
ings accounts — which 
are joint accounts with 
her father — to the fraud-
ulent business account. 

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about this and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Farms Public Safety, 
(313) 885-2100.

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS

tion rate of customer con-
cerns.

“We want to get that 
raised (to) the 97 percen-
tile,” Venet said.

Kolar cited a video on 
social media of a Priority 
Waste employee combin-
ing rubbish with recycla-
bles, a violation of the 
contract.

Venet said, “(With the 
camera), we caught it 
(and) were able to halt it. 
The employee was disci-
plined to make sure they 
understood that was 
never acceptable.”

Venet also explained 
why crews often delay 
collecting bulky items, 
such as couches, until the 
end of their runs.

“You can put that in the 
back (of the truck) and it 
will push the other mate-

rial forward into the 
truck,” he said. “If our 
trucks are full, we may 
have to wait on that and 
come back and get it. Our 
goal is to get everything 
off the ground every day 
by 7 p.m.”

HAULER:
Continued from page 2A

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — A probable 
cause hearing for a man 
facing nine felony charges 
in an embezzlement case 
has been delayed about a 
month, but there have 
been new developments.

The hearing, scheduled 
for Wednesday, Nov. 13, 
has been delayed to 9 a.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 11, as 
both sides continue to 
gather information.

Ishpinder Sahni, 31, was 
arraigned late last month 
by municipal Judge 
Theodore A. Metry 
according to a press 
release from Michigan 
Attorney General Dana 
Nessel. The release said 
Sahni worked as chief 
operating offi cer at Woods 
Wholesale Wine from 

2021 to 2023, and alleg-
edly embezzled more than 
$350,000. 

At the arraignment, 
Metry gave Sahni permis-
sion to leave the country 
to attend a cousin’s wed-
ding in Dubai later this 
year.

“The victims are con-
cerned about his permis-
sion to travel because they 
fear he may have plans to 
move to Dubai,” Assistant 
Attorney General Dan 
Grano told Metry. “We’ve 
since learned that Dubai 
does not have an extradi-
tion law.”

Sahni ’s  attorney, 
George Brown, told Metry 
his client has reason to 
return.

“He owns a house here 
in the Woods,” Brown 

said. “His wife is an engi-
neer at Ford.”

Metry agreed that if the 
state secured a lien against 
Sahni’s house, he would 
allow him to make the trip.

Sahni is charged with 
three counts of embezzle-
ment over $100,000; three 
counts of using a com-
puter to commit a crime; 
and three counts of failure 
to fi le taxes. The fi rst six 
charges are all punishable 
by up to 20 years in prison, 
with the last three punish-
able by up to fi ve years in 
prison. 

— Ted O’Neil

Woods embezzlement case delayed
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Facts, not opinions
To the Editor:

You recently published a letter titled, 
“Reporting needs to be unbiased.” The 
author of this letter criticized an article 
written by Brad Lindberg, calling the article 
a so-called news article and stated the arti-
cle should be located in the Opinion sec-
tion. Brad Lindberg correctly pointed out 
that a local crime was committed by an 
undocumented national and that neighbor-
hood campaign yard signs supported open-
border candidates and that Michigan is now 
a border state. These are facts, not opin-
ions.

The letter writer then goes on to state sta-
tistics that undocumented nationals commit 
crimes at a lower rate than American citi-
zens in an attempt to somehow minimize 
the crime of this undocumented national in 
the city of Grosse Pointe Park. This writer 
is clueless as to the point of the article in 
that if undocumented nationals weren’t in 
this country to begin with, they wouldn’t be 
committing any crimes at all. Not to men-
tion that an undocumented national com-
mits a crime just by entering this country.

I bet this letter writer would change his 
tune if the undocumented national that was 
arrested for committing crimes in Grosse 
Pointe Park had committed a crime at his 

LETTERS
The Grosse Pointe News welcomes letters to the editor. 

All letters should be typed and signed with the writer’s full 

name and local address, as well as a daytime telephone 

number for verifi cation or questions. Letters longer than 

300 words may be edited for length. All letters may be

edited for content. We reserve the right to refuse any

letter. The deadline for letters is 3 p.m. Monday. Letters 

may be submitted via email to editor@grossepointenews.

com or by fi lling out the letters form on our website, 

grossepointenews.com.
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THANKSGIVING

COMES FIRST!

THEN

CHRISTMAS!

YEA!
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ILLUSTRATION BY KEN SCHOPA 
common phrase across the political 
spectrum is “(fi ll in the blank) rights 
are human rights.” Sounds like a good 
reason to support the Grosse Pointe 
Public School System potentially rein-
stating and updating its parental 

rights policy (see story page 1A).
As the story explains, the policy was inadvertently 

dismissed earlier this year as the GPPSS Board of 
Education was updating a host of policies due to 
changes in the state’s contract bargaining law, 
known as the Michigan Public Employment 
Relations Act. The updated policy was discussed at 
the board’s Policy and Contracts Committee 
Tuesday, Nov. 12.

We wholeheartedly support this policy. As noted 
below, state law is very clear about the “natural, fun-
damental” rights of parents to have the fi nal say 
when it comes to their children.

We do not think anyone would be opposed to the 
mental health aspect of the policy. If a student were 
to raise concerns about a mental health issue, it is 
obvious their parents or legal guardian should be 
notifi ed immediately. If the situation is dire enough, 
though, the district can act “in loco parentis,” which 
is Latin for “in place of a parent.” The same holds 
true for serious injuries to a student.

We suspect, however, objection to the policy 
stems from prohibitions surrounding physical health 
matters, particularly abortion. 

Previously, public school personnel in Michigan 
were prohibited from discussing abortion with stu-
dents or facilitating one at the risk of their district 
losing state funding. Democrats in Lansing repealed 
that law in 2023, but did not prevent districts from 
maintaining the policy.

The portion of the policy dealing with physical 
care for minors spreads a wide net and could apply 
to what some call “gender-affi rming care,” which 
would include everything from binding and tucking 
devices to medical options such as puberty blockers.

It goes without saying that it worries us why any 
adult would even want to discuss such matters with 
minors.

As for puberty blockers, consider this. Several 
countries in Europe that many people would prob-
ably consider to be much more progressive than 
America — socially and medically — have either out-
right banned the use of such treatments for minors 
or put extremely strict standards in place. That 
includes England, Finland, Sweden, Norway, 
Denmark and France.

Most said the decisions were made due to a lack 
of evidence about the long-term effects of the drugs.

Beyond that, a Los Angeles doctor is refusing to 
publish the results of a $10 million, taxpayer-funded 
study about the effects of puberty blockers on 
minors because the study found no evidence the 
drugs improved patients’ mental health.

Her reasoning was that the study could be “wea-
ponized” against the use of such treatment. A study 
that showed the drugs had no positive value could 
be used to show the drugs have no positive value. 
The irony is absolutely mind-boggling.

Here is a draft of the policy given to the Grosse 
Pointe News:

Defi nitions:
“Parent” shall refer to the term “parents” as 

defi ned in MCL 722.1 and/or any individual with 
legal custody or guardianship of a student.

“Minor Children” refers to students under the age 
of 18, or students over the age of 18 who are not able 
to care for themselves due to physical, mental or 

Honor thy father 
and thy mother
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developmental limitations, as determined by 
applicable law or documented evaluation.

Purpose:
The purpose of this policy is to ensure the 

implementation of Section 10 of the Revised 
School Code, which states as follows: “It is the 
natural, fundamental right of parents and legal 
guardians to determine and direct the care, 
teaching and education of their children. The 
public schools of this state serve the needs of 
the pupils by cooperating with the pupil’s par-
ents and legal guardians to develop the pupil’s 
intellectual capabilities and vocational skills in 
a safe and positive environment.” A further 
purpose of this policy is to ensure that every 
parent with legal custody of a child is the pri-
mary decision-maker in matters concerning 
their minor children’s welfare, including deci-
sions related to physical and mental health-
care. This policy establishes guidelines for 
staff communication, notifi cation and defer-
ence to parental authority for minor children, 
reinforcing the positive impact of parental 
involvement on student well-being. However, 
nothing in this Policy shall be implemented 
contrary to board policy and administrative 
guideline 4.20.

Policy Statement:
The Grosse Pointe Public School System rec-

ognizes and values the fundamental role of 
parents as primary leaders and decision-mak-
ers for their minor children’s education, health 
and overall well-being. The district commits to 
maintaining open communication with parents 
and deferring to their decisions in all matters 
affecting minor children’s welfare, fostering a 
collaborative environment that supports stu-
dent success.

Procedures for Parental Notifi cation and 
Leadership:

This policy applies to all students under the 
age of 18 (“minor children”). For students 18 
years of age or older, the district recognizes 
their legal independence and will engage 
directly with them regarding all matters unless 
otherwise directed by applicable law or the stu-
dent’s express written consent.

Parental Leadership in Physical Health 
Matters (Minor Children):

◆ Staff members, administrators and coun-
selors shall not refer or facilitate any decisions 
related to physical health care, abortions or 
related matters for minor students without the 
parent’s consent.

◆ All decisions in these matters will be deter-
mined by the parent(s) and staff must defer to 
their direction, ensuring that all actions align 
with the parent(s)’ explicit instructions.

Parental Leadership in Mental Health 
Matters (Minor Children):

◆ If a minor student raises concerns regard-
ing mental health, the staff member shall 
inform the designated school administrator or 
counselor, who will promptly notify the 
parent(s).

◆ The parent(s) will lead and make all related 
decisions, with staff required to defer to and 

support the parent(s)’ directives.
◆ This policy shall not require staff mem-

bers to engage in actions which are in viola-
tion of MCL 330.1707.

Documentation Requirements:
All communications and interactions 

regarding student requests or concerns under 
this policy shall be documented, including the 
nature of the student’s request, steps taken to 
involve the parent(s) and all subsequent 
actions as directed by the parent(s).

Staff Training and Compliance:
◆ Staff will receive training on this policy, 

including compliance with procedures for 
parental engagement, and understanding 
their role in deferring to parent(s)’ leadership 
in all matters affecting their minor children.

◆ The district will ensure staff adhere to 
this policy and prioritize parental authority in 
all aspects of minor children’s welfare and 
decision-making.

Board President Sean Cotton, who also 
owns the Grosse Pointe News, said he hopes 
the board takes up the matter in January. We 
would like to see it addressed sooner, but the 
district is busy trying to fi ll top administrative 
positions and come to a conclusion about the 
future of Trombly Elementary School.

We see no reason why this should not pass. 
A district seen as being “anti-parent” risks 
losing more enrollment — and thus state aid 
— particularly in the Pointes where most fam-
ilies can afford private school as we saw dur-
ing COVID.

See LETTER, page 7A
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residence. This undocumented national put addi-
tional strains on the city of Grosse Pointe Park Public 
Safety Department as they are busy protecting city 
of Grosse Pointe Park residents against crimes com-
mitted by American citizens. We don’t need undocu-
mented nationals committing additional crimes.

My opinion is shared by a majority of people in 
Michigan and the United States as the open-border 
candidates have been voted out of offi ce.

JANE GRANT
Grosse Pointe Park

Continued from page 6A

LETTER:

S
ecret Santa. 
I’m sure 
you’re famil-
iar with that 
term and 
p e r h a p s 

might even have been 
one at some point. Secret 
Santa is a fun twist on 
holiday giving where the 
giver remains anony-
mous, hence the name 
Secret Santa. 

The fi rst Secret Santa 
was a homeless man 
named Larry Stewart 
who, in 1971, wandered 
into a small town in 
Mississippi and was very 
hungry. He went to a 
local diner and ordered 
the biggest breakfast on 
the menu. He was plan-
ning on slipping out 
before the bill came. Ted 
Horn, the owner of the 
diner, sensed what was 
about to happen, so he 
came up next to Stewart 
and handed him a $20 

bill and said, “I think 
you may have dropped 
this.” 

Horn thought that was 
the end of it, but Stewart 
promised if he ever got 
rich he would return the 
favor tenfold. Well, it 
turns out Stewart did get 
rich making millions in 
cable and he became the 
fi rst ever Secret Santa. 
His identity was revealed 
when he was diagnosed 
with terminal cancer 
and told his friend what 
he had been doing. 
Stewart said his only 
regret was that he 
couldn’t help more peo-
ple. By the time he died 
20 years later, he had 
given away more than 
$1 million to strangers 
— $100 at a time — all 
because he was given a 
gift of $20 when he was 
hungry and had nothing.

Here is the story of 
another Secret Santa, 
this one from Idaho. He 
wants to remain anony-
mous and, though we 
don’t know his name, 
we do know his heart. 
This Secret Santa has 
been working with the 
online news station East 

Idaho News out of East 
Idaho Falls the past 10 
years, giving away gifts 
to people in need and 
nominated by oth-
ers. This particular 
Secret Santa began giv-
ing back after an experi-
ence he had while he 
was temporarily living 
overseas. On Christmas 
morning, when he went 
for breakfast, he found a 
present on his table. It 
was an anonymous gift, 
the only one he received 
that year, and it made a 
big impact in his life. He 
felt like someone loved 
and cared about him 
and he has never forgot-
ten how it made him 
feel.

This Secret Santa has 
given away gift cards for 
gas stations and grocery 
stores, has paid for 
funerals, purchased 
headstones,  bought 
washers and dryers and 
purchased many a car 
for individuals who 
walked hours to work 
and back, needed a car 
but didn’t have one or 
whose vehicle needed 
constant repair. He’s 
given gifts to people 

going through cancer 
treatment, grandparents 
raising their grandchil-
dren or injured in an 
accident. Many of the 
recipients are people 
who are giving back to 
the community them-
selves, even when they 
don’t have much.

The relief on the recip-
ients’ faces when they 
see what Secret Santa 
has done for them is 
overwhelming. It leaves 
them speechless. I know 
what it feels like when 
someone helps you dur-
ing a time when you 
don’t know what you’re 
going to do. The relief is 
immediate and you feel 
like you can breathe 
again.

This Secret Santa 
started out by giving 
away $100,000 and 
within a few years began 
giving out $1million dol-
l a r s  d u r i n g  t h e 
Christmas season. The 
East Idaho News team, 
wearing Santa hats and 
led by news reporter 
Nate Eaton, are the 
elves who surprise each 
recipient either at home 
or  at  their  work. 

Everyone who is gifted 
something from this 
Secret Santa is grateful, 
surprised and moved. I 
get teary-eyed nearly 
every time I watch. The 
videos are short but 
such a wonderful pick-
me-up for the day. I look 
forward to this every 
Christmas.

You can view the epi-
sodes or binge a season 
on YouTube by typing in 
Secret Santa East Idaho 
News in the search bar 
or go to their web-
site, eastidahonews.
com, and search for 
Secret Santa to watch 
these heartwarming 
segments. You won’t be 
disappointed. I promise 
you, you’ll be hooked. 
Watching each episode 
gives you all the feels 
and you’ll especially 
love how good it feels to 
see others being helped. 
This has to be the best 
part of the East Idaho 
News team’s job. Their 
crew is so kind, always 
giving out hugs, being 
so gracious to every 
recipient.

Reporter Nate Eaton 
and the team at East 

Idaho News have been 
working with this Secret 
Santa since 2015. He 
has helped over 600 
people up to this point. 
Over $4.6 million in gift 
cards, gifts and checks 
h a v e  b e e n  g i v e n 
out. Before the news 
team says goodbye to 
each recipient, Eaton 
tells them that Secret 
Santa wants them to 
know someone loves 
and cares about them.

According to the East 
Idaho News team, 
“Secret Santa believes 
that giving anonymously 
with no expectation of 
receiving anything in 
return is the ultimate 
expression of love and 
caring. He wants others 
to have the experience 
he had as a young man 
decades ago.”

One of the secrets of 
happiness is to give 
back. I hope this story 
inspires you to do your 
own random acts of 
kindness. Even the 
smallest thing can make 
a difference. You never 
know the impact you 
could make in someone 
else’s life.

Secret Santa, the anonymous gift giver
I  S AY  By Renee Landuyt

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— There’s a secret recipe 
for this year’s Christmas 
tree lighting shortly after 
dusk Saturday, Nov. 30, 
in the traffi c circle at the 
intersection of Kercheval 
and Wayburn.

“We’re still waiting to 
hear details, but I am 
told it’s going to be even 

better than last year,” 
Mayor Michele Hodges 
said.

The annual tree light-
ing,  in the lower 
Kercheval business dis-
trict, is presented by pri-
vate sources, not the 
city.

“Last year it was beau-
tiful,” Hodges said. “I’ve 

been told this year is 
going to be even more 
spectacular.”

The lighting is one day 
after the 49th annual 
Grosse Pointe Santa 
Claus Parade presented 
by the Grosse Pointe 
Chamber of Commerce. 
Parade participants step 
off at 10 a.m. Friday, 

Nov. 29, on Kercheval at 
Lewiston in the Farms 
and march to Cadieux in 
the City of Grosse 
Pointe.

“Come to the parade 
t h e  F r i d a y  a f t e r 
Thanksgiving,” Hodges 
said. “The (Park) tree 
lighting Nov. 30 will 
probably be at 5:30 or 6 
p.m. on Kercheval. 
Come out and be part of 
the community celebra-
tion.”

Park tree lighting Nov. 30
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GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— All the fi ngers and toes 
in town can’t count the 
cost of neutralizing a ca-
reer fraudster, caught re-
cently trying to tap a re-
tired teacher’s nest egg.

The perpetrator is the 
subject of 175 police con-
tacts in various jurisdic-
tions, according to Paul 
Pionk, one of the Park’s 
three detectives.

Pionk received a 
department citation Nov. 
12, for catching the 
fraudster and helping 
save the targeted victim 
from losing more than 
$40,000 in unauthorized 
bank account withdraw-

als.
It costs an average 

$15,000 to $20,000 to 
investigate those types of 
cases, according to the 
2002 Department of 
Justice Office report, 
“ I d e n t i t y  T h e f t : 
Prevalence and Cost 
Appear to be Growing.”

Adjusted for infl ation, 
the 22-year-old range of 
costs becomes $26,736 to 
$35,648.

The thing that broke 
Pionk’s case was the bad 
guy trying to transfer the 
victim’s funds into an 
unauthor ized jo int 
account.

“My victim was on the 
ball from the get-go,” 
Pionk said. “He routinely 
checked his account bal-

ances.”
Noticing suspicious 

activity, the victim con-
tacted his banker.

Pionk described it as 
“going into protection 
mode. They started an 
internal investigation 
and saw discrepancies. 
The next day, a bank 
employee (at an Ann 
Arbor bank) immediately 
noticed it. The banker 
knew (the suspect) from 
previous incidents.”

The invest igat ion 
spread over four months 
through multiple agen-
cies. Prosecution reached 
a high point when the 
suspect showed up in 
Park Municipal Court.

“We arraigned him,” 
Pionk said. “He was 

locked up. Wayne County 
decided to let him go, so 
he’s off in the wind 
again.”

Police think the sus-
pect, technically home-
less, migrated to Shelby 
Township.

Given the suspect’s his-
tory of lawbreaking, 
police also fi gure time is 
on their side and that he, 
in essence, will come to 
them.

“Conventional wisdom 
says he’s going to run 
into the police again,” 
said Pionk, a 21-year vet-
eran of the department 
and beginning his fourth 
year as a detective. “It’s 
like a snowball rolling 
downhill.”

Park Chief Jim Bostock 

credited Pionk’s stick-to-
itiveness.

“If somebody knows if 
they get caught commit-
ting a crime in Grosse 
Pointe Park, chances are 
they’re not going to come 
back and do it again,” 
Bostock said. “With that, 
we build community 
trust. Successful investi-
gations build that trust. 
The community knows 
we’re working on its 
behalf.”

“The goal of local gov-
ernment is to protect the 
health, safety and wel-
fare and property,” 
Mayor Michele Hodges 
said. “Detective Pionk, 
that’s exactly what you 
did. Thank you.”

“That’s the tip of the 

iceberg these men and 
women do on a day-in, 
day-out basis,” Bostock 
said. “No matter how 
small or trivial you think 
the report is, we’re going 
to take leads until we 
can’t go any farther. 
Paul, great job.”

Part of the citation 
reads, “What would nor-
mally be a closed case 
with no follow-up turned 
into an excellent investi-
gation resulting in the 
suspect being charged 
with multiple felony 
counts. Investigations of 
this type are diffi cult and 
Detective Pionk showed 
how his experience and 
investigative acumen are 
an asset to our organiza-
tion.”

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Long investigation nabs fraudster

CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — When the 
City fi rst hit its state-im-
posed hard cap limit on 

what it could contribute 
to healthcare costs last 
year, employees already 
were in the midst of open 
enrollment. 

As such, council voted 
to exempt itself from the 

cost-sharing require-
ment within Public Act 
152, bare the cost within 
the city budget and push 
off the decision on how 
to best manage the 
increase until options 

could be fl eshed out for 
2025.

Because the city now is 
facing a  $138,000 
exceedance come Jan. 1, 
“this would equate to 
effectively going from 
zero dollars per month 
for your healthcare cost 
coverage,” City Manager 
Joe Valentine explained, 
“to about $130 per month 
for an individual, $310 
per month for a two per-
son and almost $400 per 
month for a family. And 
that could have some 
detrimental effects on 
our workforce.” 

To remedy this, and 
with a focus placed on 
employee retention, city 
administration collabo-
rated with employees 
and the police unions to 

modify its healthcare 
plan and reallocate some 
of those costs.

The compromise will 
allow for a continuation 
of no employee contribu-
tion to healthcare, while 
eliminating the city’s 
health savings account 
contribution and imple-
menting 10 percent co-
insurance after the 
deductible is met. 

The HSA elimination 
alone reduces the 
$138,000 exceedance to 
$71,000. Instituting co-
i n s u r a n c e  f u r t h e r 
reduces it to $16,272, 
which the City has 
agreed to cover.

“I do want to compli-
ment the employees on 
working with them to 
come to this resolution,” 

V a l e n t i n e  s a i d . 
“Obviously, a lot of this is 
impacting them, but it’s 
also benefi ting them and 
I think they’ve realized 
that we have the oppor-
tunity to collaboratively 
work to address these 
issues in a way that 
doesn’t really penalize 
them. 

“In doing this, if you 
don’t meet your deduct-
ible, there’s no change in 
your healthcare plan 
costs,” he added. “It’s 
only when you exceed 
that, that you would par-
ticipate in that 10 per-
cent cost-sharing.” 

Council voted Monday 
night to approve the 
changes 6-0,  with 
Councilman Seth Krupp 
absent.

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

City protects employees with amended healthcare plan

CITY OF GROSSE POINTE — Though 
perhaps past the age of being able to hear 
the ring of the silver bell from Santa’s 
sleigh — as goes “The Polar Express” 
legend — Pointers still can experience 
the Christmas magic of asking for what 
they want through a jolly third party, 
thanks to a new “shop local for the holi-
days” initiative in The Village — no sit-
ting on laps or posing for fridge pictures 
required. 

Grown up Letters to Santa invites 
Pointers to fi ll out a wishlist of Christmas 
gifts they’d like to receive from partici-
pating Village businesses and take the 
guesswork out of holiday shopping by 
providing details such as brand, color 
and size. The lists then will be dissemi-
nated to the businesses, where shoppers 
can inquire as to what their loved one 
hopes to fi nd under the tree. 

“Within 48 hours, the list will be 
updated in the hands of the businesses,” 
said Cindy Willcock, executive director 

of Main Street Grosse Pointe. 
Launching for the holiday season 

Thursday, Nov. 21, Grown up Letters to 
Santa also provides space for a list of 
preferences for those who prefer a bit of 
surprise. Jot down favorite color, drink, 
scent, etc., and then choose between 
markers such as salty or sweet, experi-
ence or items, sophisticated or casual, 
indoors or outdoors and chocolate or 
vanilla. 

“You can do pretty much all your 
shopping down here,” Willcock said of 
the variety among Village businesses. 

The initiative may be particularly per-
tinent when Men’s Night returns 5 to 8 
p.m. Thursday, Dec. 19, inviting local 
gents to The Village for an evening of 
holiday shopping. 

While more are expected to join the 
festive fun, currently participating busi-
nesses are Apple Blossom Baby, 
Dawood Boutique, Glitter & Scotch, 
Posterity Art & Framing Gallery, Ridge 
Crest, Savvy Chic Boutique, Small 

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Grown up Letters to Santa

See LETTERS, page 13A

Grosse Pointe Sunrise Rotary 
Club President Sandra Cobb, 
second from right, stands with 
Rotary District Gov. Nick 
Krayacich, left, and Rotary 
Assistant District 
Gov. Ted Everingham, right, as 
new Sunrise member Kate Trost 
is inducted Nov. 5, at Ford 
House. Krayacich also accepted 
a donation from the Grosse 
Pointe Sunrise Rotary Club in 
support of World Polio 
Eradication Day.
Krayacich addressed attendees, 
reiterated core club values and 
emphasized that Rotary is a 
“movement” that offers every-
day people a chance to be and do 
something more than they can do 
alone. Rotary member service 
projects change lives locally and connect with other clubs to work on interna-
tional projects that address today’s most pressing challenges like drug addic-
tion, the environment and worldwide polio eradication. 
Grosse Pointe Sunrise Rotary Club members extend an open invitation to resi-
dents to join their Tuesday breakfast and presentation at 7 a.m. at Ford House. 
Email dennis.rotary1591@gmail.com for more information.

New member
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The joy is evident on 
students’ faces as they 
shuffl e through the hall-
ways between classes at 
Grosse Pointe North 
High School. Their 
Cheshire Cat-like grins 
come during encounters 
with Casey, the school’s 
new therapy dog.

Casey, along with 
Larry, who works with 
“mom” Stacey Roy at 
Defer and Maire elemen-
tary schools, is fairly 
new to the district. Both 
dogs received therapy 
dog training funded by 
The Family Center of 
Grosse Pointe and 
Harper Woods. 

“We don’t pay for the 
dogs, just the training,” 
said MaryJo Harris, 
director of programs and 
administration with The 
Family Center. “The kids 
love therapy dogs.”

It was in the halls at 
North that Casey’s 
“mom,” Mollie Keuten, 
learned about the role of 
therapy dogs and pur-
sued the opportunity 
herself.

“In January, the coun-
seling staff brought ther-
apy dogs in for back to 
school,” Harris said. 
“Mollie told me her dog 
had just died. She was 
struggling; it was hard. 
We talked about getting 
a therapy dog and she 
said if she got a dog, 
would The Family Center 
pay for training.”

“Casey lived with his 
original family for five 
years until they surren-
dered him to the Golden 

Retriever Rescue of 
Michigan,” Keuten said. 
“Due to his allergies, 
they were unable to give 
him the proper care he 
needed. He then went to 
three foster homes 
before we found each 
other. It really was 
meant to be that he 
joined our family, as we 
all have fallen head over 
heels with him.”

Casey, a 6-year-old 
golden retriever, sits 
with Keuten in the front 
offi ce at North, where he 
has a bed and a special 
bone to chew. Keuten, a 
building sub and lunch-
time detention monitor, 
as well as freshman class 
co-adviser, takes Casey 
wherever she goes.

“If I have to go to a 
classroom to sub, I have 
to go before the bell 
rings,” she said, noting 

Casey’s popularity may 
make her late for class. 
“He came to detention 
with me today and the 
kids were receptive. … 
He’s very good here.”

She noted that stu-
dents light up when they 
see Casey, who usually 
is decked out in a tie or 
ascot.

“ T h e i r  w h o l e 
demeanor changes,” she 
said. “… He gives every-
one amazing neutral 
baseline happiness. 
Having a bad day? Here’s 
a dog. Hungry? Here’s a 
dog. Tired? Here’s a dog. 
… Just looking at a dog 
makes people happy. 
And if they’re not inter-
ested, they can look 
away.” 

Casey went through 
obedience training and 
was certifi ed through the 
Alliance of Therapy 

Dogs.
“The lady who ran the 

(obedience) class was a 
tester for the Alliance of 
Therapy Dogs,” Keuten 
said. “She guided us in 
the direction we needed 
to go for him to become 
a therapy dog.

“He gets lots of expo-
sure,” she continued. “I 
take him everywhere — 
car rides, school pickup. 
Wherever he can go, he 
goes.”

Casey began visiting 
North toward the end of 
last school year; he 
returned last month.

“Not only were MaryJo 
and (counselor) Jill 
Davenpor t  heav i ly 
involved, but (former 
North Principal) Kate 
Murray was very sup-
portive in making this a 
reality,” Keuten said.

Though Casey doesn’t 

have a set schedule at 
North, Keuten plans to 
bring him to school one 
full day each week.

“He loves coming to 
school ,”  she said. 
“Anytime he sees his 
harness or my work bag, 
he’s eagerly and excit-
edly waiting at the door 
— which he can open by 
himself — to start his 
day of work. Since he 
rules the house, if Casey 
is happy, we’re all 
happy.”

Students and staff 
alike have been recep-
tive to having Casey 
around, she added.

“Thank you to MaryJo 
and everyone at North 
who has embraced this,” 
Keuten noted. “It’s a 
wonderful, wonderful 

thing and hopefully dogs 
can bring us all together.”

Larry received the 
same warm reception at 
Defer and Maire, where 
he spends most of his 
time sitting with stu-
dents in Roy’s reading 
groups. Roy also brings 
him along to special 
events, like Defer’s 
Breakfast with the 
Principal.

“When I have time in 
my schedule, kids will 
come and visit him,” she 
added. 

Larry, a 3-year-old 
golden retriever, also 
was certifi ed through the 
Alliance of Therapy 
Dogs. Like Casey, he 
worked on obedience, as 
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Relations Act. 
Items that had been prohibited top-

ics for bargaining are now required. 
PERA was changed in 2011, when 
Republicans held control of the state 
legislature and governorship, to pro-
hibit bargaining on things such as 
teacher placement, discipline, layoffs 
and performance evaluations. With 
Democrats now in charge of the legis-
lature and governorship, those prohi-
bitions were lifted. 

“Even though state law changed, this 
type of policy is no longer required, 
but there’s nothing in the law limiting 
districts from having it,” attorney John 
Kava of Collins and Blaha said at the 
committee meeting. “This puts the dis-
trict in line with section 10 of the 
Revised School Code.”

That section states: “It is the natural, 
fundamental right of parents and legal 
guardians to determine and direct the 
care, teaching and education of their 
children. The public schools of this 
state serve the needs of the pupils by 
cooperating with the pupil’s parents 
and legal guardians to develop the 
pupil’s intellectual capabilities and 

vocational skills in a safe and positive 
environment.”

The policy, since updated, addressed 
two main areas for minor students, 
those being physical and mental 
health.

For example, it would prohibit 
school personnel from discussing with 
students topics such as family plan-
ning, abortion and gender-affi rming 
care — including preferred pronouns 
— without parental consent. If a stu-
dent were to raise an issue of mental 
health, it would be referred to an 
administrator or counselor, who would 
then notify the parents and follow 
their direction.

Kevin Cox, an English teacher at 
Grosse Pointe South High School and 
member of the committee, said there 
have been times he’s reached out to a 
parent with a concern and was told not 
to engage the student.

“It’s only happened a handful of 
times, but all of them are memorable,” 
he said.

On the matter of pronoun use, par-
ents would be contacted if a minor stu-
dent requested to be called by a name 
or pronoun that differs from their 
enrollment paperwork.

“If they’re OK with it, we’re OK with 
it,” Cotton said.

POLICY:
Continued from page 1A

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

The Family Center helps fund 
schools’ therapy dog training

Casey bears school colors when he’s on duty at 
Grosse Pointe North High School.

Larry gets comfortable between Henry O’Laughlin, left, and John Vader while 
Stacey Roy supervises.

See DOGS, page 11A



Kelsey Flynn, a 2010 
Grosse Pointe South 
High School gradu-
ate, spoke to the 
Grosse Pointe 
Sunrise Rotary Club 
via Zoom from 
Dallas on Oct. 22. 
Flynn discussed her 
new role as a certi-
fi ed dispatcher with 
Southwest Airlines 
at its headquarters. 
She explained her 
journey from an ex-
change student in 
high school, rowing 
in college to her 
eight years with Southwest. Her complex job is a 
mix of fl ight planning, in-fl ight monitoring and pi-
lot communication.
Grosse Pointe Sunrise Rotary Club members extend 
an invitation to residents to join their Tuesday 
breakfast and presentations at 7 a.m. at  Ford House 
in Grosse Pointe Shores. Email dennis.rotary1591@
gmail.com for more information.
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MACOMB COUNTY
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Shop with us in store 16906 Kercheval Ave
in the Village of Grosse Pointe, or online

shopglitterandscotch.com
(313) 571-3607

Career taking off

PHOTO COURTESY OF CHRIS FLYNN

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— The almost-state 
cookie was on the menu 
during a city hall cele-
bration of Defer 
Elementary School’s 
centennial.

A unanimous city 
council on Nov. 12, 

resolved to honor the 
school on its 100th birth-
day.

“As Defer endures, we 
endure,” Mayor Michele 
Hodges said. “We also 
want to make sure 
Grosse Pointe public 
schools endure.”

“The Defer Elementary 
centennial celebration 
presents an opportunity 

to refl ect on the school’s 
past accomplishments, 
honor those who have 
contributed to its suc-
cess and look forward to 
the future as it continues 
to educate and inspire 
students for many years 
to come,” according to a 
portion of the resolu-
tion.

Numerous Defer stu-

dents and teachers 
joined Principal Lisa 
Rheaume attending the 
ceremony, which was 
part of a council meet-
ing.

“Defer was a rhubarb 
field before,” Hodges 
told the students. “Did 
you know that?”

They didn’t.
Also on the agenda 

were three boxes of a 
chocolate-cocoa-cherry 
cookies that in 2004 
Defer fourth-graders 
sought to become the 
of f ic ia l  cookie  o f 
Michigan.

T h e n - s t a t e  R e p . 
E d w a r d  G a f f n e y , 
R-Grosse Pointe Farms, 
introduced a bill to make 
it so, but it didn’t make 

it to the fl oor for a vote.
Yet, the Michigan 

Treasure Cookie and its 
recipe from Defer are 
worthy, according to all 
students at the meeting 
and cus tomers  o f 
LeRouge Bakery on 
Kercheval in the Park, 
where it is on the menu 
and listed as the Defer 
cookie.

Celebrating Defer’s centennial anniversary with cookies
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Throughout this holi-
day season, Maggie’s 
Wigs 4 Kids of Michigan, 
a 501(c)3 organization 
that provides wigs and 
support services to ages 3 
to 18, at no charge 

throughout Michigan, is 
selling holiday cards in 
three new designs that 
feature photos by Anne 
Nicolazzo, community 
ambassador. 

Cards with envelopes 

come 10 to a package and 
are $20 each. Two packs 
of cards cost $30. Cash, 
check, money order and 
credit cards are accepted. 
Funds raised help ensure 
more Michigan children 
will continue to be served. 

Holiday cards may be 
purchased securely 
through PayPal online at 
wigs4kids.org under 
“How You Can Help — 

Merchandise” section or 
by calling (586) 772-6656. 
Cards also may be pur-
chased in person at the 
Maggie’s Wigs 4 Kids of 
Michigan Wellness 
Center, 30130 Harper, St. 
Clair Shores

All proceeds benefi t the 
charity.

Since 2003, the organi-
zation has provided more 
than 5,400 wigs and sup-
port services to local chil-
dren in need. Those who 
know of a child in need of 
Maggie’s Wigs 4 Kids ser-
vices should call (586) 
772-6656 or email maggie
@wigs4kids.org.

Holiday cards support children in need

Members of the Louisa 
St .  Clair  Chapter, 
Daughters  o f  the 
American Revolution, as 
well as Boy Scout Troop 
96, Children of the 
American Revolution and 
A M V E T S  L a d i e s 
Auxiliary Post 57, hosted 
a flag-retirement cere-
mony Oct. 7, at Pier Park 
in Grosse Pointe Farms. 

A fl ag-retirement cere-
mony is a respectful way 
to dispose of worn out 
American fl ags. The cer-
emony recognizes the 
history and sacrifi ces of 
the fl ag and freedom it 
represents.

Flags 
retired

COURTESY PHOTOS

Several members of the 
LSC chapter attended 
the ceremony.

Farms public safety offi cers stand with two Boy 
Scouts.

Boy 
Scouts 
properly 
dispose of 
a worn 
U.S. fl ag.
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well as being in various 
public settings.

“He’s gone through 
basic training,” Roy said. 
“He worked with an 
assessor on how not to 
react in certain situa-
tions.”

Larry was the Roy 
family’s personal dog 
when Roy took notice of 
the popularity of therapy 
dogs in other school dis-
tricts.

“His demeanor was so 
gentle at his age, I 
thought he might be a 
good candidate,” she 
added.

Roy reached out to 
other teachers with ther-
apy dogs and learned 
about the training pro-
cess. She also was con-
nected with The Family 
Center.

“They’re the ones that 
sponsor some of the 

cost,” Roy said. “They 
covered basic training 
and some of the materi-
als he needed.

“… He was certifi ed at 
the end of last (school) 

year and was at Defer,” 
she added.

When she brought 
Larry to Maire, she gave 
a slideshow to students 
on the rules, including 
using quiet voices and 
asking fi rst before pet-
ting the dog.

“I’m trained to look for 
the dog’s reactions,” Roy 
noted, “like nervousness 
or if he’s unsettled. Then 
it’s time for a break if 
he’s overstimulated.”

Roy spends mornings 
at Maire and afternoons 
at Defer. Larry joins her 
two or three days a 
week.

“I get a lot of positive 
comments like, ‘He 
made me feel so good 
today’ and ‘We love see-
ing him,’” she said, 
“especially from kids 
who are not allowed to 
have  fami ly  dogs 
because of allergies in 
the family or whatever 
reasons the family can’t 
have a dog.”

Both Keuten and Roy 
are well aware not every-
one is comfortable 
around dogs.

“I let them know they 
don’t have to pet him; 
they can wave to him 
instead,” Roy said. 

“I’m also very mindful 
of allergies and sensitivi-
ties.”

Roy said she has 
received great support 
from both schools and 
has seen the difference 
among students, as well 
as staff.

“He brings out a differ-
ent kind of comfort to 
kids than anything else,” 
she said. “They see it as 
positive experience at 
school. All sorts of kids 
come up and hug him. 
It’s a chance to have 
affection and comfort 
during the school day. 
It’s something they like 
coming to school for.”

Casey and Larry are 
the second and third 
therapy dogs whose 
training was funded by 
The Family Center. Two 
years ago, the nonprofi t 
helped train Ferry 
Elementary School 
P r i n c i p a l  J o d i e 
Randazzo’s dog, Chupa.

“Anytime we do a 

Wellness Day at the 
schools, we bring ther-
apy dogs from different 
organizations,” said 
Jennifer Bingaman, 
executive director of The 
Family Center. “They 
(GPPSS) saw the value 
of having them there and 
established guidelines 
around a therapy dog 
program for the schools.”

“We would love to 
partner with other 
schools that have ther-
apy dogs,” Harris said. 
“Someone has to have a 
dog that’s able to be 
trained and has the right 
personality.”

With funding from The 
Family Center, dog own-
ers choose the training 
program that works for 
them and their schedule.

“If a school comes to 
us and has approval to 
move forward, The 
Family Center is glad to 
support it,” Bingaman 
said. “The kids just love 
the dogs.”

Added Harris, “Even 
kids that have dogs at 
home, it doesn’t matter. 
When they see dogs in 
school, if they’re having 
a bad day, the dog takes 
their mind off of what’s 
happening, even just for 
a few minutes.”

For more information, 

visit familycenterhelps.
org or call (313) 447-
1374.

DOGS:
Continued from page 9A

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

Casey gets friendly pets during a visit to Aileen Hurtig’s German class.

Therapy dogs 
within school 
settings
The Grosse Pointe Public 
School System’s therapy dog 
program purpose states, in 
part, “There is longstanding 
evidence that there is a strong 
association between well-be-
ing and learning outcomes. 
Children with higher levels of 
well-being learn more effec-
tively, have lower levels of ab-
senteeism at school, better 
academic engagement and al-
so have more satisfying and 
successful peer relationships.”
Research has found that ther-
apy dogs increase students’ 
well-being by:
◆ reducing physiological 
symptoms of stress through 
lowering cortisol levels;
◆ increasing positive emo-
tions;
◆ promoting engagement in 
learning activities and positive 
attitudes toward learning;
◆ reducing negative behaviors 
such as anxiety, task avoid-
ance and aggression in the 
classroom; and
◆ encouraging prosocial be-
haviors like self-esteem and 
motivation, as well as acting 
as a social catalyst to facilitate 
social encounters with others.

Lala Broner stops to pet Larry during a visit to the 
Maire Elementary School offi ce.

Casey happily chews a bone while his “mom,” 
Mollie Keuten, works.
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GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Terry Riddle and his 
wife, Dawn, are best buds 
in the garden.

“It’s a partnership,” 
Terry Riddle said. “She’s 
a Master Gardener.”

“I couldn’t do it without 
his muscles and his sup-
port,” Dawn Riddle said. 
“I come up with some of 
the designs, but he helps 
me implement them.”

Teamwork earned 
them a 2024 Residential 
Beautification Award 
from the city’s volunteer 
beautifi cation committee.

The couple were 
among 37 recipients of 
awards presented during 
a ceremony Nov. 14, at 
t h e  T o m p k i n s 
Community Center, 
Windmill Pointe Park.

“This evening, we 
come together to recog-
nize and celebrate the 
imagination, artistic skill 
and landscape designs of 
the residents of Grosse 
Pointe Park,” said Lisa 
Kyle, recently elected to 
a second term as chair of 
the commission.

Dawn Riddle described 
being shocked at being 
selected a winner and 
almost as startled by the 
commission’s selection 
process. Members go 
around the city photo-
graphing properties war-
ranting consideration.

“Whoever came to our 
house was standing in 
my driveway taking pic-
tures of my house,” she 
said. “I thought, ‘What 
are they doing?’ I went 
outside and said, ‘Can I 
help you?’ It was a little 
scary, but he explained 

he was from the beautifi -
cation commission.”

“Tonight is all about 
celebration,” Mayor 
Michele Hodges told 
attendees seated at ban-
quet tables. “You’re the 
cream of the crop.”

It was only the fi rst of 
her puns.

“Thistle be a night to 
remember,” Hodges said. 
“It’s thyme to party and 
turnip the volume. We’re 
going to put the petal to 
the metal. We’re going to 
knock your stalks off and 
you’re going to look rad-
ishing doing it.”

Commissioners Pat 
Deck, Kelly Konieczki 
and City Forester Brian 
Colter presented awards 
in five categories: resi-
dential, century (for 
houses among the 343 in 
the city that are 100 years 
old this year), sustain-

ability, business and 
civic.

Announcing residen-
tial winners, Deck said, 
“These are given to resi-
dents who have enhanced 
the appearance of our 
community through 
landscaping, floral dis-
plays, renovation and 
restoration, preservation 
and maintenance and 
new additions which, in 
turn, enhance the total 
appearance of the greater 
community.”

As recipients walked to 
the podium to accept 
their awards, Hodges 
called from the wings, 
“You grow girl.” “Did it 
take a lot of trowel and 
error?” “Not a trick 
peony.” “Oh, my gourd. 
You’re so amaizing.”

Antonio Scerri won an 
award for his restaurant, 
Antonio’s in the Park, on 

Kercheval.
“It was a surprise,” he 

said. “I really appreciate 
it. It’s hard work.”

Paul VanTol received a 
civic award for donating 
100 sycamore trees to the 
city. He grew the trees on 
property he owns in 
Macomb County.

“Paul actually dug 
them up and balled them 
in burlap himself,” Colter 
said. “He knew what he 
was doing. The Grosse 
Pointe Park Foundation 
paid for the labor to 
transplant the trees. The 
result was fantastic.”

“I’m passionate about 
trees,” VanTol said. “I 
have about 200 to 250 
more trees. I can’t make 
them grow faster than 
they’re growing, so I’m 
not sure how many are 
going to be available, but 
I’m hoping for 50 to 60 
again next spring. We 
can continue that until all 
350 trees are donated.”

Winners and judges’ 
comments are:

Residential
◆ Gregg Munsterman, 

1006 Nottingham. “This 
charming home is neatly 
lined with curved beds 
planted in a contrast of 
color and texture.”

◆ Katrina Wojtan and 
Andrew Davis, 1264/66 
Maryland. “A live wreath 
and stone pots planted 
with canna lily and cas-
cading lime green plants 

highlight this lovely front 
façade.”

◆ John and Victoria 
Lange, 803 Beaconsfi eld. 
“A Chicago-style bunga-
low, this home (has) a 
stand of common milk-
weed along the fence 
(that) will surely support 
monarch caterpillars and 
butterfl ies.”

◆ 1444/46 Beaconsfi eld. 
“Perennials fi ll the beds, 
including butterfl y bush 
and rudbeckia, to sup-
port our local pollina-
tors.”

◆ Ana Southers, 1129 
Wayburn. “Pyramid-
shaped perennials and 
variegated hostas add 
texture, and a neat row of 
red and white impatiens 
add a note of formality.”

◆ Ava and Michael 
S c h o e n i t h ,  5 6 7 
Middlesex. “(A) massive 
ginkgo climbing tree 
directs your eye to a stun-
ning newly landscaped 
berm, complete with a 
soothing water feature 
and attractive stone 
accents.”

◆ Vincent Galewski, 
806 Barrington. “Maple 
and tricolor beech trees 
beautifully adorn this 
home, as well as cheerful 
perennials and annuals 
which certainly greet 
each passerby with a 
smile.”

◆ William Schipper III, 
560 Barrington. “The 
front yard showcases a 
mini-forest of river birch 
amongst beds of grasses 
and perennials, such as 
lavender and coral bells.”

◆ Chris and Diane 
H u c h i n g s o n ,  9 0 4 
Lakepointe. “The home-
owner is often seen work-
ing outside in the garden, 
showing great care and 
attention to detail for this 
delightful property.”

◆ Terry and Dawn 
Riddle, 750 Westchester. 
“A beautiful large potted 
fern greets you to the 
front door, mirrored by a 
whimsical  weeping 
cherry on the opposite 
side.”

◆ The Evans family, 
727 Harcourt. “Displays 
of tall ornamental grass 
fi ll the front bed creating 
a simple yet striking 
landscape across the 
front of the house.”

◆ The Yee family, 737 
Bedford. “Slight sections 
of lawn are lined with 
neat rows of boxwood 
surrounding the raised 
porch, ending in a small 
ornamental tree and 
shrubs to one side.”

◆ Michael and Fiona 
Parker, 660 Bedford 
Lane. “Curved beds sur-
round the front façade of 
this house, softening the 
straight lines of the prop-
erty.”

◆ William Snyder, 630 
Bedford Lane. “A distinc-
tive brick pathway wind-
ing  through  lush 
perennial beds gives a 
cottage-like feel to this 
one-story home.”

◆ Mark and Sandy 
Corrion, 771 Bedford. 
“USA is the theme for 
this stately Tudor home. 
United States fl ags adorn 
the lower beds and upper 
windows, complement-
ing the large flag and 
USA-colored wreath on 
the front door. The sail-
boat in the front window 
adds the fi nishing touch.”

◆ David and Theresa 
Klaasen, 818 Park Lane. 
“Boxwood and yews are 
punctuated by hostas and 
sprays of red and white 
blooms. The perennial 
bed includes a variety of 
fl owers in a rainbow of 
colors with a backdrop of 
white daisies and hydran-
gea. Beautiful.”

◆ Peter and Betsy 
Mogk, 1006 Yorkshire. 
“Plantings, both control-
ling and interesting, 
coexist in a wonderfully 
blended display that 
punctuates the front and 
leaves abundant space 
for light to shine on the 
fl owers and grasses.”

◆ Jay and Hollie 
Ritchie, 1174 Kensington. 
“As the eye is drawn 
along undulating beds, 
natural-colored stone 
holds a variety of shrubs 
and perennials, with var-
iegated leaves making a 
star appearance.”

◆ Stephen and Lisa 
McQueen, 1012 Three 
Mile Drive. “Neatly 
clipped foundation plant-
ings are softened by fl ow-
ering shrubs and accent 
trees, while a sweep of 
fresh annuals greet both 
resident and visitor 
alike.”

◆ Robert and Jeanine 
Morris, 1025 Devonshire. 
“Where to begin with this 
home, which gives so 
much? A start would be 
the wonderful fl ower bed 
by the sidewalk. A riot of 
color and shape, this 
introduction to the prop-
erty appeals to visitors 
and pollinators.”

◆ Laura L. and Stephen 
Benard, 1145 Berkshire. 

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Making life beautiful

PHOTO BY BRAD LINDBERG

Recipients of the 2024 Grosse Pointe Park Beautifi cation Commission awards 
attend a ceremony Nov. 14 at the Tompkins Community Center.

See BEAUTY, page 13A
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Whether you’re planning a festive gathering or an intimate 
dinner party, our private dining rooms are the perfect 

backdrop to bring your holiday vision to life. 

123 Kercheval Ave, Grosse Pointe Farms
BRONZEDOORGP.COM • (313) 886-8101

‘TIS THE SEASON TO PLAN 
YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY

Come and indulge in an 
exceptional meal, fine wines 
and handcra�ed cocktails in 
a beautiful atmosphere in the 
heart of Grosse Pointe Farms.

NEW MENU. NEW CHEF. 
NEW MANAGEMENT.

SEE OUR
REMODELED 

PRIVATE 
DINING SPACE!

BRONZE DOOR IS PART OF THE JOE VICARI 
RESTAURANT GROUP, OPERATORS OF 
AWARD-WINNING RESTAURANTS LIKE 
ANDIAMO AND JOE MUER SEAFOOD.
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Favors, The Spice and Tea 
Exchange, Village Palm 
and Newport. 

Wishlist forms may be 
picked up at and returned 
to Small Favors, Savvy 
Chic or The Spice and Tea 
Exchange, as well as 
downloaded at bit.ly/
VillageSantaList and 
emailed to cwillcock@
grossepointecity.org.

The fine print of the 
initiative cautions, “Main 
Street Grosse Pointe 
cannot be held responsi-
ble for shoppers who go 
off list and make bad 
choices.”

Continued from page 8A

LETTERS:

“This lovely home exudes 
warmth. A stand of feath-
ery evergreens and a sil-
ver birch allow dappled 
light to bathe this area, 
which reinforces this 
special home’s feeling of 
comfort.”

◆ Marc Gosselin and 
Mimi  Chen ,  1321 
Devonshire. “A boxwood 
hedge runs across the 
full property width, 
defi ning the beds fi lled 
with shrubs and fl ower-
ing plants accented by 
two manicured, orna-
mental trees.”

◆ Ronny and Amy 
M a u w a d ,  1 3 4 1 
Kensington. “The house 
and landscaping are 
meticulously main-
tained. A mature tree 
accents the front lawn. 
Two decorative planters 
grace the front door. A 
beautiful balance of 
plantings, textures, and 
colors.”

◆  N iko laus  and 
Julianne Jost, 1217 
K e n s i n g t o n . 
“Ornamental wrought 
iron fencing accents the 
front porch where one 
can enjoy relaxing on 
the garden bench. 
Evergreens define the 
beds containing hostas, 
coral bells and two orna-
mental trees.”

◆ Richard and Mary 
B e r s c h b a c k ,  1 3 5 1 
Y o r k s h i r e .  “ W e l l -
manicured shrubs com-
bined with hostas and 
hydrangeas plus a 
mature ornamental tree 
to the left side of the 
property create this 
lovely front yard.”

◆ Oktavijan and Alexia 
M i n a n o v ,  1 2 5 1 
Yorkshire. “Two mature 
ornamental trees anchor 
the asymmetrical shade 
garden featuring a green 
and white color combi-
nation.”

◆  S t a n l e y  a n d 
Kimberly Danieluk, 1310 
Grayton. “This property 
is noteworthy for the 
unique living tree sculp-
ture prominent in the 
front yard. The sculpture 
tree frames the entire 
front view of this house.”

Century
◆  C a r o l e  L y t l e 

M c D o w e l l ,  8 3 5 
Edgemont. “Ornamental 
trees, perfectly mani-
cured boxwood and 
cheerful annuals give 
seasonal color to this 
beautiful home.”

◆  Lawrence and 
Michelle Stone, 1044 
Bedford. “Garden beds 
along the front of the 
house have a combina-
tion of heritage garden 
plantings and shrubs 
that lead to the sound of 
a trickling three-tier 
water fountain.”

◆ David and Elizabeth 
Steiner, 1371 Berkshire. 
“A small white hydran-
gea tree centered in a 
divided front walk 
catches your attention as 

you approach the grand 
porch and front door.”

◆ James and Terry 
G u i l l a u m i n ,  1 1 0 5 
Kensington. “Rows of 
tidy boxwoods lead visi-
tors down a curved path-
way to the striking red, 
arched front door.”

◆ Patrick and Polly 
Ryan, 1222 Yorkshire. 
“The house and garden 
are meticulously kept, 

and an assortment of 
shrubs and grasses line 
the symmetrical garden 
beds which are grounded 
on each side with vibrant 
Japanese maples.”

◆ Dave and Judy 
Brophy, 1314 Yorkshire. 
“Numerous evergreens 
and plants fill the gar-
den, and a variety of pot-
ted plants sit on the deep 
window sills.”

Sustainability
◆ Jeff and Chris 

Parcells, 498 Barrington. 
“Garden beds were 
refreshed with a mix of 
natives, perennials and 
grasses with an emphasis 
on low maintenance.” 
The lawn is clover. “The 
casual observer of this 
property would not know 
it (is) not a conventional 
grass lawn.”

Business
◆ Antonio’s in the 

Park, 15117 Kercheval. 
“Topiaries and sun-yel-
low annuals grace the 
front entrance, welcom-
ing guests to enjoy the 
wonderful Italian fare 
inside.”

◆ Pointe Hardware & 
L u m b e r ,  1 5 2 0 2 
Kercheval. “A wonderful 

improvement to down-
town Grosse Pointe 
Park.”

Civic
◆ Paul VanTol, for 

donating 100 sycamore 
trees to the city. “They 
grow up to 100 feet tall, 
providing shade in our 
neighborhoods while 
supporting native wild-
life.”

BEAUTY:
Continued from page 12A
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Call to Reserve

NOW BOOKING HOLIDAY PARTIES!

17051 Kercheval
In the Village
Grosse Pointe

(313) 332-5236

sidecarsliderbar.com

17051 Kercheval
In the Village
Grosse Pointe

313.332.5230

shiftkitchencocktails.com

C e
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THE GROSSE POINTES 
— “When I say spur of the 
moment, I mean spur of 
the moment,” Meta 
Martinez said of when 
she and business partner 
Maggie Ehrlich regis-
tered the name for their 
destination-based design 
company. 

“It’s really celebrating 
what we love about the 
places we’re in,” Ehrlich 
said. “… We’ve been bat-
ting around this idea for 
years and we went for it.” 

The two City of Grosse 
P o i n t e  r e s i d e n t s 
launched TWAL last 
December and now are 
ramping up its offerings 
for the holiday season as 
they celebrate the shop’s 
one-year anniversary. 

“TWAL is a modern 
version of the French 
Country Toile,” Ehrlich 
explained. “That’s that 
pastoral scene, the white 
background with the 
blue print that you often 
see, which actually origi-
nated in Ireland, but the 
French aristocracy took 
it on so it’s considered 
French Toile. That cele-

brates destinations, pas-
toral things usually, and 
we liked that. 

“We like that motif, but 
we wanted to put our 
own spin on celebrating 

iconic things.” 
This manifested into 

Grosse Pointe Christmas 
ornaments featuring 
designs such as a fi shfl y 
at the center of a 

Christmas wreath; a 
Jacobson’s gift box for 
nostalgia purposes; the 
wagons at Grosse Pointe 
parks, in a nod to sum-
mers with their children; 
and new this year, Rustic 
Cabins Bar, because 
“growing up here, every-
body ’s  h i t  Rus t i c 
Cabins,” Martinez said.

Additional new orna-
ment designs are Grosse 
Pointe North, Grosse 
Pointe Yacht Club, St. 
Paul  on the Lake 
Catholic Church, The 
Central Library Calder 
Mobile and The Ford 
House.

They join the return-
ing originals — Fish Fly 
Wreath, Grosse Pointe 
S o u t h ,  T h e  W a r 
Memorial, The Wagons 
of the Pointes’ Parks, 
The Historic Joy Bells, 
The Freighters of Lake 
St .  C la i r ,  Herend 
Bunnies, Grosse Pointe 
Woods Clock and 
Jacobson’s Gift Box — to 
complete the TWAL 
Days of Christmas. 

“How we came up with 
Christmas ornaments is 
our company’s name, 
TWAL,” Martinez said. 
“In Scotland, TWAL 
means 12, so we did all 
the 12 days of Christmas.”

“Our 12 days have 
become 15 because of 
demand,” Ehrlich added.

Alongside the TWAL 
Days of Christmas, the 
shop offers Christmas 
cards, hats and other 
apparel, water bottles, 
coasters and lacquer and 
lucite trays. 

Its design styles fl uctu-
ate between the tradi-
tional watercolor design 
f e a t u r e d  o n  t h e 
Christmas ornaments 
and a more modern, col-
orful pop-art style. 

“We’re having fun 
doing it,” Martinez said, 
noting both women have 
jobs outside of TWAL. 
“It’s a lot of hard work 
and takes a lot of time, 
but we’re having fun 
doing it.” 

“Meta and I both like 
the design process so 
much,” Ehrlich said, “we 
get energized when we 
start thinking about a 

new destination and 
laughing.” 

TWAL products are 
featured at Small Favors 
in The Village and its 
entire inventory is avail-
able online at TWAL.
shop.

It also will be at local 
holiday pop-ups includ-
ing:

◆ Grosse Pointe Yacht 
Club Holiday Boutique, 
open to the public noon 
to 6 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 
21;

◆ Kerby Elementary 
School Holiday Market, 6 
to 9 p.m. Friday, Dec. 6;

◆ “Sip, Shop & Sparkle 
Squad,” a holiday collab-
oration with childcare at 
The Friendship Factory 
in Grosse Pointe Woods, 
4 to 8 p.m. Friday, Dec. 
13;

◆ and Holiday Pop-Up 
at Small Favors, the eve-
ning of Thursday, Dec. 
17. 

Though anchored in 
Grosse Pointe, TWAL 
also has a Charlevoix 
collection and intends to 
launch a Mackinac 
Island collection next 
year.

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

TWAL celebrates 1st anniv. 
with Christmas collection

PHOTO COURTESY OF MONI VALENTINI/
SMALL SESSIONS PHOTOGRAPHY 

Co-founders Maggie Ehrlich and Meta Martinez.

COURTESY PHOTOS

The TWAL Days of Christmas features 15 Grosse Pointe ornaments, with six 
new designs added this year.  

A TWAL tray from its Grosse Pointe Classic 
Christmas Collection.

The Detroit Water and 
Sewerage Department 
recently welcomed Scott 
MacGriff of Grosse Pointe 
Farms as its new general 

counsel and chief compli-
ance offi cer.

MacGriff previously 
served the city of Detroit 
as senior assistant corpo-
ration counsel for transac-
tions and economic 
development. Prior to 
working in city govern-
ment, he was a member at 
the law fi rm of Dickinson 
Wright, PLLC. Before join-
ing the private sector, 
MacGriff served with the 
United States Department 
of Justice as justice atta-
ché for the U.S. to 
Afghanistan at the U.S 
Embassy in Kabul, 
Afghanistan, as well as a 
trial attorney, represent-
ing the U.S. as lead coun-
sel in government contract 
actions in the U.S. Court 
of Federal Claims and 
U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Federal Circuit.

Ci ty  Corporat ion 
Counsel Conrad Mallet 
said, “The law department 
thanks Scott for his ser-
vice. His help with the 
administration of the city 
of Detroit’s American 
Rescue Plan Act program-
ming has been invaluable. 
We wish him well and we 
will certainly be in touch.” 

At DWSD, MacGriff will 

direct a team of attorneys 
and professional staff 
engaged in a range of 
legal matters including, 
among other things, legal 
strategy, regulatory com-
pliance, litigation (con-
tract disputes, billing 
disputes, collections activ-
ities, damage claims and 
employment disputes), 
investigations, Freedom of 
Information Act requests 
and organizational poli-
cies.

DWSD Director Gary 
Brown said, “DWSD has a 
responsibility to be good 
stewards of ratepayer dol-
lars and meet or exceed 
state and federal regula-
tory requirements. Scott’s 
legal acumen with broad 
government experience 
provides the right balance 
to lead our compliance 
efforts, responsibly repre-
sent the organization in 
legal matters and further 
help our team improve 
policies. We appreciate 
Mayor Mike Duggan and 
Conrad Mallet in support-
ing Scott’s transition from 
the corporation counsel 
offi ce to DWSD.”

The DWSD general 
counsel position has been 
vacant since June 2024.

MacGriff selected as next 
DWSD general counsel
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Join us at Whistle Stop 
Hobby and Toy for a fun 

Dec 7th, 11am-1pm

Meet Frosty!Meet Frosty!

(586) 771-6770Mon-Sat 10am-8pm
21714 Harper Ave, St. Clair Shores whistle-stop.com

Sun 12pm-5pm
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Independent Living  Assisted Living  Memory Care 
Skilled Nursing  Physical Rehabilitation

https://bit.ly/therivers-openhouse
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Join us and watch 
your legacy grow.

Investment products and services are offered through Wells Fargo Advisors Financial 
Network, LLC (WFAFN), Member SIPC. Legacy Wealth Management is a separate 
entity from WFAFN. ADVERTISEMENT.

Grosse Pointe St. Clair Shores Scottsdale Denver

www.legacy-wm.com (313) 885-6095

101024

Investment products and services are offered through Wells Fargo Advisors Financial 
Network, LLC (WFAFN), Member SIPC. Legacy Wealth Management is a separate 
entity from WFAFN. ADVERTISEMENT.

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — That familiar 
song title by the band War 
is exactly what Erin 
Danforth had in mind 
when she opened her 
business, The Friendship 
Factory.

“I love the message,” 
she said. “Be nice, 
develop friendships and 
be inspired.”

Located at 20100 Mack, 
the three-story, stand-
alone building offers a 
wide range of activities 
and events, primarily 
aimed at girls ages 3 to 

13. The fl agship location 
is in Rochester, which 
Danforth discovered a 
few years ago during a 
holiday event at the 
Country Club of Detroit.

“They had a presence 
at most family events 
there and my kids loved 
the crafts,” she said. “It 
gives the parents a 
chance to sit back and 
relax.”

She next attended an 
event with her daughter, 
Maggie, at the Rochester 
Hills location.

“I talked with the owner 
and we had similar media 
backgrounds and knew a 
lot of the same people,” 

she said. “There’s noth-
ing like this in the Grosse 
Pointe area and she was 
interested in franchising. 
We really hit it off.”

Danforth said the busi-
ness fit her needs per-
fectly.

“I had resigned after 18 
years in corporate 
America and was looking 
for opportunities,” she 
said. “I was getting on a 
plane to New York every 
Monday and coming 
back Thursday night and 
realized I was missing my 
children’s childhoods.

“Now, my kids (includ-
ing son Kade) come here 
after school and do their 

homework,” she added. 
“They even have their 
own craft stations set up. 
They and my husband, 
Bobby, were the big inspi-
ration for this.”

Drop-in options range 
from craft stations to 
cookie decorating to spa 
creations and glitter tat-
toos. Specifi c, theme-cen-
tered events include 
movie nights, pajama 
par t ies  and g lam 
Wednesdays that feature 
hair braiding, makeup 
and manicures.

Private parties, held 
one at a time to maximize 
safety, range from one to 
three hours and offer a 

v a r i e t y  o f 
choices.

“We take care 
of everything 
from set-up to 
entertainment to 
t ear  down, ” 
Danforth said. 
“The parents can 
just sit back and 
r e l a x .  T h e y 
appreciate it.”

Aside from 
Danforth, the 
store is staffed 
by the Sparkle 
Squad.

“These are 
amazing young 
women who do 
their best to 
make the day the 
best it can be,” 
she said. “I’ve got 
some 13-year-
olds who are 
chomping at the 
bit to turn 14 and 
join the squad, 
because that’s 
sort of when they 
age out of the 

things we do. Plus, those 
who will be heading off to 
college next year prom-
ised to come back and 
help during breaks.”

Danforth said her loca-
tion is perfect.

“We’ve got 2,200 
square feet, so there are a 
lot of event rooms,” she 
said. “We have our own 
parking lot and as a 
standalone building the 
girls can be as loud as 
they want.”

The space also includes 
a retail shop with cloth-
ing, jewelry and accesso-
ries.

Danforth said her team 

also is available for on-
site events.

“When we do that, we 
focus on crafts that are 
more gender-neutral,” 
she said. “We were at the 
Defer Elementary School 
open house, printing 
their new logo on hats 
and pencil cases and the 
boys loved it.”

Hours are noon to 6 
p.m. Tuesday through 
Friday and 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. weekends, with pri-
vate events held after 
closing. See thefriend
shipfactory.com or call 
(313) 600-8426 for more 
information.

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

Why can’t we be friends?

Erin Danforth and her team at The Friendship Factory.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Erin Danforth and her husband, Bobby, with daugh-
ter Maggie and son Kade at The Friendship 
Factory’s grand opening.

Corewell Health Beaumont Grosse 
Pointe Hospital earned an “A” hospital 
safety grade for fall 2024 from The 
Leapfrog Group, a national nonprofi t 
watchdog that sets standards for excel-
lence in patient care.

The distinction recognizes the achieve-
ments of the hospital in protecting 
patients from preventable harm and 
error.

The Leapfrog Group assigns a letter 
grade to general hospitals across the 
country twice annually, using up to 
30 national performance measures from 
the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services, the Leapfrog Hospital 
Survey and information from other sup-
plemental data sources. The single letter 

grade represente a hospital’s overall per-
formance in keeping patients safe from 
preventable harm and medical errors.

“We are very proud that fi ve Corewell 
Health hospitals received an ‘A’ safety 
grade for fall 2024 and we continue to 
collaborate with Leapfrog on our safety 
journey,” said James Moses, M.D., chief 
quality, safety and experience offi cer for 
Corewell Health. “That said, there are 
more opportunities to ensure all our hos-
pitals get to ‘A’ when it comes to safety. 
We are looking forward to the work 
ahead that will get us there.”

Corewell Health hospitals in Big 
Rapids, Greenville, Ludington and 
Zeeland also earned ‘A’ hospital safety 
grades for fall 2024.

Corewell GP earns ‘A’ hospital safety grade
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THE FIRST STAND-ALONE BOUTIQUE

IN THE NATION HAS ARRIVED.

NOW OPEN.

FIND US NEXT DOOR TO POINTE HARDWARE & LUMBER 

15004 KERCHEVAL AVENUE 

GROSSE POINTE PARK 48230
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We’ve been your neighborhood Grosse Pointe funeral home We’ve been your neighborhood Grosse Pointe funeral home 
for over a century. Our experienced and compassionate team for over a century. Our experienced and compassionate team 

will walk you through the process and handle every detail. will walk you through the process and handle every detail. 

Serving Our Community Since 1917Serving Our Community Since 1917

Tim Harris
GENERAL MANAGER

 John Campbell
MANAGER

20705 Mack Avenue | Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236 | (313) 884-5500
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Integrity. Heritage. Lifestyle.

2023 Top Producer at Higbie Maxon Agney.

Melissa Singh
melissa@higbiemaxon.com
313-886-3400
313-289-9990
higbiemaxon.com

It’s been months since 
Mini Picassos owner 
Kate Wereley stepped 
foot into the children’s 
art studio she founded 
nearly a decade ago.

In September, after 
adding a new play village 
to the studio, she was 
involved in a fender 
bender on her way home. 
Though uninjured, she 
noticed a pain in her 
chest where her seat belt 
restrained her. Upon fur-
ther examination, she 
noticed a lump in the 
area.

“My mom went into 
remission three years 
ago, so I got in right 
away,” Wereley said. 
“Within a week and a 
half, I was diagnosed 
with stage 2 triple-nega-
tive breast cancer.”

Wereley described 
TNBC as an aggressive 
and fast-moving breast 
cancer. In just four 
months, her tumor had 
grown to 5 centimeters. If 
it’s not caught right 
away, it quickly can 
spread to the spine and 
brain. 

“As of now, it has not 
spread,” she added. “… 
I’m a fi rm believer that 
the car accident, that 
someone was looking out 
for me and we found it 
right away.”

Wereley is about a 
third of the way through 
18 rounds of weekly che-
motherapy, as well as 
immunotherapy every 
three weeks. Next, she’ll 
undergo a double mas-
tectomy and hysterec-
tomy, before receiving 
additional treatments.

“It’s been a total whirl-
wind,” she said. “It came 
out of nowhere.”

Wereley’s compro-
mised immune system 
has kept her away from 
her business since mid-

September; however, she 
has received tremendous 
support along the way.

“Through all of this, 
I’ve really learned the 
community is amazing 
and supportive and 
understanding and lov-
ing,” she said. “They are 
really getting me through 
this terrible time in my 
life by bringing food, 
checking in, giving rides 
to my kids.”

Though Wereley isn’t 
able to be there, Mini 
Picassos still carries on 
with help from a handful 
of instructors.

“My mom,  Miss 
Heather, is still doing Art 
After School,” she said. 
“Miss Grace is still doing 
toddler and preschool 
art. Miss Colleen is doing 
the Play Village and Art 
Zone. Miss Maureen is 
helping Miss Heather. 
And there are high school 
students who come in for 
extra assistance after 
school. They’ve really 
stepped up; they’re 
answers to my prayers.”

Classes and camps are 
going strong at Mini 
Picassos, which this fall 
added its Play Village 
and Art Zone. The village 
includes a veterinary 
office, science labora-
tory, grocery store and 
other creative stations. 
The entire back of the 
studio features the Art 
Zone, complete with a 
tinker bar and creative 
camps.

“Mini Picassos is my 
fourth kid,” Wereley said. 
“I love all my kids. When 
you’re with them on a 
weekly basis during Art 
After School, you form 
friendships with them 
when you see them every 
day. I really miss them. 
My mom didn’t hesitate 
to take my place.”

Wereley said she hopes 
to return to Mini Picassos 
in the spring, “as long as 
my numbers keep going 

down and the tumor is 
shrinking,” she said. “I 
do miss it a lot. 

“Mini Picassos will be 
10 in December,” she 
continued. “It literally is 
a part of me, a part of my 
soul. If I’m having a bad 
day, that special kid will 
give me a hug. I love it. I 
love what I do. To not be 
with my own kid every 
day all the time is really 
tough.

“… For somebody 
who’s always on the go 
doing stuff and loves 
that, being bed-bound a 
couple days a week is 
challenging. I’m still 
planning all the art proj-
ects from my bed for Art 
After School. I gotta keep 
doing it.”

To assist Wereley with 
medical expenses, as 
well as the keep the lights 
on at Mini Picassos, the 
family has started a 
GoFundMe page, which 
already has garnered 
$9,200 of its $30,000 goal.

“Everything is appreci-
ated and loved,” Wereley 
said to her supporters. 
“Thank you from the bot-
tom of my heart for step-
ping up and helping my 
family during this crisis. 
I couldn’t get through it 
without you. These are 
answers to my prayers to 
get me through the day. 
It makes realize how 
amazing of a community 
we have. When I think 
about all the help we’ve 
gotten I get choked up. 
It’s overwhelming.”

Wereley and her hus-
band, Steve — “He’s my 
biggest cheerleader. He’s 
turned into Mr. Mom.” — 
have three daughters, 
Savanna, Lucy and 
Emma.

“That’s the positive I 
take out of a negative sit-
uation,” Wereley said. 
“I’m feeling the love from 
my kids, my husband, the 
business I love, my mom. 
I’ll do anything to get 

through this. 
“Triple-negative breast 

cancer is a scary diagno-
sis; it’s earth shattering,” 
she added. “I gave myself 
two days to digest (the 
diagnosis). There’s not 
many people who can say 
they’ve faced their own 
mortality. … I’m going to 
get through this. I have 
no choice. Theres no way 
I’m going to let it get me, 
my family, my kids 
down.”

To make a GoFundMe 
donation, visit gofund.
me/021add07 or scan the 
QR code.

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Mini Picassos founder planning 
classes amidst cancer battle

Mini Picassos offers several holiday-themed programs in the coming weeks, including:
 ◆ Thanksgiving Eve Mini Art Camp, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 27. Children in kindergar-

ten through sixth grade are invited to get crafty during this camp, which costs $60 per child and 
$40 per additional sibling.

 ◆ Toddler Art Mondays Holiday Edition, 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Mondays, Dec. 2 to 16. Each week, 
crafters will create a special keepsake gift for the holidays. Cost is $75 per child and $40 per addi-
tional sibling.

 ◆ Ornament Making Night, 6 to 7:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 6. All ages are welcome, but adults must 
stay with children ages 5 and younger. Cost is $40 per child and $25 per additional sibling.

 ◆ Holiday Paint Day — a step-by-step painting process — 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 7, for 
ages 7 and older. Cost is $30 per artist.

 ◆ Gingerbread House Night, 6 to 7:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 13. All ages are welcome, but adults must 
stay with children ages 5 and younger. Cost is $35 per person.

 ◆ Christmas Camp: A Mini Holiday Art Camp, 1 to 4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 15, for children in kinder-
garten and up. Cost is $60 per camper and $40 per additional sibling.
Additionally, Mini Picassos offers its Play Village and Art Zone, 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Wednesdays 
through Fridays, and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturdays.
Mini Picassos is located at 21520 Harper, St. Clair Shores. For more information or to sign up for a 
class, visit mini.picassos.gp@gmail.com or call (313) 283-6710.

More in store

Staying strong

PHOTOS COURTESY OF KATY WERELEY

Katy Wereley sits with some of the cards Art After School students from 
Monteith Elementary School made for her. “They put me in check,” she said. 
“I’m going to get through this.” 

Wereley gives a thumbs up from her bed at home.

Youngsters use their imagination in the Play Village.
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Women’s Clothing and Apparel
19794 Mack Ave. Grosse Pointe Woods�

313-821-4494

17133 Kercheval Ave.
Grosse Pointe In the Village

313.882.7256

Southern Tide, Tommy Bahama,
Castaway and more!
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17131 Kercheval Ave.
Grosse Pointe In the Village

313.882.7256 • shopvillagepalm.com

A                           Signature Store

Lilly Pulitzer, Sail to Sable,
Gretchen Scott and more!

BEST
BEST

of the

20        23

Locals might recognize for-
mer Grosse Pointer Jeff Witzke 
from the movies, TV shows and 
commercials he’s been in. They 
won’t, however, recognize his 
voice in “Saturday Night,” the 
new movie about the fi rst broad-
cast of “Saturday Night Live.”

Viewers will, however, recog-
nize the voice when they hear 
Witzke. He does an imperson-
ation of Johnny Carson on a 
telephone call to Lorne 
Michaels, the creator of SNL.

“The movie is about all of the 
chaos surrounding that very 
first show,” Witzke said by 
phone recently from his home in 
Los Angeles. “Even in the hours 
leading up to it, they weren’t 
sure if they were a go or if NBC 
was going to show a rerun of 
‘The Tonight Show.’”

Witske said Carson wasn’t 
necessari ly  opposed to 
“Saturday Night Live,” but 
didn’t think the show would 
make it.

“It was a new form of TV com-
edy,” he said. “Up until then, 
people only knew Johnny 
Carson and Milton Berle.”

Witzke said he was on vaca-
tion in London when he got a 
text from Jason Reitman, the 
writer and director of “Saturday 
Night,” asking him to be in the 
movie.

“I’ve known Jason a long 
time,” Witzke said. “I was in his 
fi rst three movies and almost 
every one since then.

“I told him where I was, since 
they were filming in Atlanta, 

and he said, ‘It’s only a phone 
call,’” he laughed. “So with all 
the technology, we were able to 
make it work. I don’t even know 
if he knew I did a Johnny Carson 
impersonation.”

The 1988 Grosse Pointe North 
High School graduate perfected 
the voice in the mid-1980s.

“I’d put a tape recorder next 
to the TV and tape his mono-
logue,” he said. “Then I’d mouth 
along and mimic his manner-
isms, then started doing the 
voice.”

It was at North when the act-
ing bug bit Witzke.

“My best friend, Jim Clor, and 
I decided to take a theater class 
sophomore year and try out for 
a play,” he recalled. “I was cast 
as Fagin in ‘Oliver,’ and I was 
hooked. He and I ended up 
doing ‘The Odd Couple’ senior 
year.”

Witzke and Clor didn’t just act 

in school.
“His family had a home video 

camera, so we created a show 
for local cable,” he said. “It was 
‘Money Man,’ Grosse Pointe’s 
first superhero. He solved 
crimes by throwing money at 
them! So the whole summer of 
1989 we ran around town spoof-
ing ‘Batman.’”

After a year at DePaul 
University, Witzke transferred 
to Michigan State.

“I was a communications 
major,” he said. “Being a good 
Grosse Pointe dad, I can still 
hear him saying, ‘You can’t get 
a job with a theater major!’”

While at State, Witzke and 
some other students created a 
sit-com on local cable called 
“The Show.”

“It’s still on,” he said. “It’s the 
longest-running college sit-com 
in the country.”

The move to LA came via 
Chicago.

“Warner Bros. used to con-
duct a sit-com writing workshop 
and Reinhold Weege, who cre-
ated ‘Night Court,’ decided to do 
one in Chicago,” he said. “Steve 
Van Wormer, who was on ‘The 
Show’ with me, and I submitted 
one of our scripts. Most people 
were submitting spec scripts for 
actual TV shows, but I guess 
ours was so different that we got 
picked. So after seven days in 
Chicago we loaded up a U-Haul 
and drove to LA and neither of 
us have left.”

Once in Hollywood, Witzke 
said he was determined to make 
it on his own.

“People say it’s all about who 
you know and not what you 

know, but with my Midwest 
work ethic and Grosse Pointe 
public school education — 
which was a very good educa-
tion — I was going to make it on 
talent,” he laughed. “But then I 
realized that it’s all about net-
working. The more people you 
help, the more they’ll help you.”

Witzke, who lives in LA with 
his husband, Jordan, makes it 
back to the Pointes on occasion.

“I don’t have any family there 
anymore, but I have a sister in 
Troy,” he said. “Whenever I visit 
her I like to drive around Grosse 
Pointe to see what’s changed 
and what hasn’t.”

He also keeps in touch with 
Clor and several other North 
alumni who were in theater. The 
two in 2018 helped organize an 
all-class performing arts 
reunion to honor Ben Walker, 
North’s longtime choir director. 
More than 100 people attended.

“It was a great time with great 
people,” Witzke said. “After 
those fi rst few plays sophomore 
year, we really bonded and 
hung out all summer. It was 
actually in my basement on 
Roslyn when we were watching 
‘The Tonight Show’ that I fi rst 
started doing my Carson imper-
sonation.”

Aside from acting and writing, 
Witzke also teaches acting 
classes.

“I tell my students about my 
experiences,” he said, “getting 
to be in movies with people like 
George Clooney and Hugh 
Jackman and Kate Winslet. I tell 
them it’s not to name drop, it’s 
to show them anything can hap-
pen if they follow their dreams.”

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

Former Pointer in new SNL movie

Jeff Witzke

Grosse Pointe Theatre 
is calling all playwrights, 
experienced or new, to 
submit their creative 
10-minute plays for con-
sideration in the 2025 
Take Ten: Ten-Minute 
Play Festival, which will 
be held June 12 to 14, 
2025. The plays must fol-
low the criteria set and 
encompass this year’s 
theme, “Rockin’ Through 
Life,” with a rocking chair 
as a prominent part of the 
storyline. Play submis-
sions are due by midnight 
Dec. 31, and should be 
emailed in proper tran-
script form to playfesti-
val@gpt.org.

“We are thrilled to be 
able to engage the public 
in our 12th annual Ten-
Minute Play Festival, 
which has grown sub-
stantially since its incep-
tion,” said Mary Lou 
Britton, creator and pro-
gram director. “Our festi-
val has attracted many 
talented playwrights from 
Michigan, across the U.S. 
and beyond and we look 

forward to seeing what 
creative and entertaining 
10-minute plays will be 
submitted for consider-
ation this year.”  

Playwrights  must 
adhere to the criteria to 
move on to the fi nal adju-
dication, which will be 
evaluated by judges not 
affiliated with Grosse 
Pointe Theatre. The 
judges’ top 10 scored 
plays will be performed at 
the 2025 festival.

Criteria for play 
submission

Playwrights must fol-
low this year’s criteria to 
be considered in the adju-
dication process. Plays 
that do not follow the cri-
teria will automatically be 
disqualified without 
notice. 

◆ The theme of the 
2025 festival is “Rockin’ 
Through Life.” All plays 
must incorporate a rock-
ing chair within the story 
and on stage. The same 
rocking chair set piece 
will be used in all per-

formed plays. 
◆ Ten-minute play sets 

must be simple (minimal 
black box-style set) with 
limited props and small 
set pieces, limited actors 
(two to four), simple cos-
tumes, etc. There must be 
no actual doors, windows 
or other large set pieces, 
so one play can easily and 
quickly transition to the 
next. 

◆ Plays must not 
exceed 10 minutes, 
be of a suitable 
length (approxi-
mately 10 pages), in 
the proper typed 
manuscript format 
and include a two- to 
four-sentence syn-
opsis of the play. The 
action of the play should 
be contemporary and 
continuous, without 
scene breaks.

◆ Scripts that include 
inappropriate language 
are not suitable for this 
audience.

◆ When submitting a 
play, the author’s identi-
fying information should 
be removed from the 
body of the play and on 
all corresponding play 
pages. The author’s 
name, address, email and 
phone number should 
only appear on the 

accompanying email 
cover sheet.

◆ Playwrights should 
submit plays electroni-
cally by or before mid-
night Dec. 31. Email 
submissions to play
festival@gpt.org.

◆ Entries will be judged 
anonymously by a panel 
of local and out-state 
judges, not affi liated with 

Grosse Pointe Theatre. 
Only the top 10 adjudi-
cated 10-minute plays 
will be performed at the 
June festival.

◆ There is no fee to 
enter the competition. 
However, should a play 
be selected for perfor-
mance as part of the Take 
Ten Play Festival, all 
directors, actors and crew 
chiefs must become mem-
bers of Grosse Pointe 
Theatre by the start of 
rehearsals. Annual mem-
bership is $50. 

The winning plays will 

be announced in early 
spring. Once plays are 
selected, characters are 
determined and directors 
are in place, Grosse 
Pointe Theatre will hold 
open auditions for the 
available roles Saturday 
April 5, at Grosse Pointe 
Theatre, 315 Fisher, City 
of Grosse Pointe. Each 
director will set their 

rehearsal schedule. 
The Take Ten: 

Ten-Minute Play 
Festival will be per-
formed June 12, 13, 
and 14, at Christ 
Church Grosse 
Pointe in Grosse 
Pointe Farms. All 
those involved in 
the plays are 

expected at rehearsals, 
tech week, performances 
and set teardown follow-
ing the last performance.

“The Ten-Minute Play 
Festival is a wonderful 
opportunity to experience 
the magic of live theater,” 
Britton said. “Whether 
you write a 10-minute 
play, audition for one or 
volunteer to be part of the 
critical production and 
event crew, we welcome 
you to be part of this 
exciting and educational 
theater experience that 
continues to be a crowd-
pleaser for audiences.” 

For more information, 
visit gpt.org/take-ten/. 
Email additional ques-
tions to playfestival@gpt.
org.

GPT accepting 10-minute play entries through Dec. 31

Lions
The Grosse Pointe 

Lions Club hosts its next 
meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Nov. 21, at 
Village Grille, 16930 
Kercheval, City of Grosse 
Pointe. Guests are wel-
come.

Ecumenical 
Breakfast

The Grosse Pointe 
Men ’s  Ecumenica l 
Breakfast group meets at 
7:45 a.m. Friday, Nov. 22, 
a t  Grosse  Po in te 
Memorial Church, 16 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms. Heather Thum-
Gerber, associate pastor 
at Memorial Church, 
speaks. Cost for break-
fast is $7. Registration is 
not required and first-
time guests eat free.

Blood drives
The American Red 

Cross hosts the following 
blood drives:

◆ 11:30 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. Friday, Nov. 22, 
Grosse Pointe Woods 
Community Center, 
20025 Mack, Grosse 
Pointe Woods. 

◆ 1 to 7 p.m. Friday, 
Nov. 29, Our Lady of 
Hope Catholic Church, 
28300 Rockwood, St. 
Clair Shores.

◆ 7:15 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. 
Friday, Nov. 29, Henry 
Ford St. John Hospital, 
22101 Moross, Detroit.

◆ 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 2, Ford 
House, 1100 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Shores.

◆ 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
M o n d a y ,  D e c .  2 , 
Recreation Authority of 
Roseville/Eastpointe, 
1 8 1 8 5  S y c a m o r e , 
Roseville.

Register at redcross
blood.org.

The Helm
The Helm at the Boll 

Life Center, 158 Ridge, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, 
offers a variety of classes 
a n d  p r o g r a m s . 
Registration is required 
at (313) 882-9600 for the 
following:

◆ The movie “Under 
the Same Moon” is 
shown at noon Friday, 
Nov. 22. Cost is $3 for 
members, $5 for non-
members, and includes 
snacks.

◆ Lunch at The Helm, 
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 5. Cost is 
$14 for members, $16 for 
nonmembers.

◆  Premier World 
Discovery presents 
“Music Cities — New 
Orleans, Memphis and 
Nashville,” 6 to 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 5. Learn 
about the itineraries for 
these two trips.

◆ Holiday Church 
Tours,  Lunch and 
Dessert, 9:30 a.m. to 4:45 
p.m. Thursday, Dec. 12. 
Cost is $112 for mem-
bers, $120 for nonmem-
bers. Participants will 

AREA 
ACTIVITIES

See EVENTS, page 6B

16930 Kercheval Avenue (bet. Cadieux & Notre Dame)

313-882-4555 • www.villagegrillegp.com

Grosse Pointe’s Grosse Pointe’s 
Friend liestFriend liest

Family  RestaurantFamily  Restaurant!

Friday • Saturday • SundayFriday • Saturday • Sunday
GARDEN & SOUP BAR!GARDEN & SOUP BAR!

6
SOUPS

DAILY

OFFERING A WIDE RANGE OF
BEERS, FULL BAR,

PIZZA, SALADS, BURGERS,
SANDWICHES, DINNERS AND MORE!
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24
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THE INDIAN VILLAGE
WOMAN’S GARDEN CLUB PRESENTS.. .

2024 Annual 
Indian Village 

Christmas
Tour

December 7 & 8, 2024
TOUR 5 BEAUTIFULLY DECORATED HOMES FOR 

THE HOLIDAYS.... to benefit the Artelia Bowne 
Court & the Betty Roberts Scholarship Funds

FOR MORE INFO: WomansGarden Club
@indianvillagedetroit.org
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CHERRY REPUBLIC • MOTAWI TILES
WIND CHIMES • ART POLES • AND MORE

11
21
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Minimum $50.00 Purchase  •  Offer expires December 31, 2024
*Valid in-store only at Wild Birds Unlimited Grosse Pointe Woods location. Cannot be used with 

other offers, on DSC memberships, or on optical equipment, or on smart feeders.

$10 00 OFF* YOUR
PURCHASE

Bringing People and Nature Together for 32 years

Your Shop for Made in the USA Gifts

20381 Mack Avenue, six blocks South of Vernier
(313) 881-1410

www.wbu.com/grossepointewoods
Shop in Store or Online

Curbside Pickup & Home Delivery Available

Approximately every 
11 minutes, someone in 
the United States dies by 
suicide.

In Michigan, suicide is 
the 11th leading cause of 
death.

According to the 
M i c h i g a n  S u i c i d e 
P r e v e n t i o n 
Commission’s  2023 
report, 1,482 people lost 
their lives to suicide in 
2021. In the last few 
months, at least four sui-
cides have occurred 
close to home.

In response,  The 
Family Center of Grosse 
Pointe & Harper Woods 
hosts suicide prevention 
training, called QPR. 
According to the QPR 
Institute, QPR is not a 
form of counseling or 
treatment. It is intended 
to offer hope through 
positive action.

“QPR stands for 
Question, Persuade and 
Refer — the three simple 
steps anyone can learn 
to help save a life from 
suicide,” said MaryJo 
Harris, The Family 
Center’s director of pro-
grams and administra-
tion.

“We do QPR training 
at least twice a year, for 
the last four years,” said 
Jennifer Bingaman, 
executive director of 
The Family Center. “We 
also coordinate the sui-
cide prevention walk at 
South; we’ve done that 
the last eight years. 
There’s always more 
that needs to be done 
and we’re willing to do 

whatever it takes.”

Why QPR?
Last year, The Family 

Center paid for a mem-
ber of its Association of 
Professionals, Sarah 
Kost-Cox, to be trained 
as a QPR therapist. Kost-
Cox will facilitate QPR 
training at 6:30 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 2, at the 
Grosse Pointe Public 
Library Ewald Branch in 
Grosse Pointe Park.

“We planned the train-
ing for early December 
so families can get this 
important training before 
students come home for 
holiday break and family 
members are together 
who may not have seen 
each other for a while,” 
Harris said. “For many 
people, the holidays are a 
time where mental health 
is a challenge. Feeling 
alone, remembering fam-
ily members who have 
passed, stress and unre-
alistic expectations can 
bring about feelings of 
helplessness and even 
thoughts of suicide. In 
fact, instances of suicide 
are highest just after the 
holiday season.”

Kost-Cox, the middle 
and upper school thera-
pist at University Liggett 
School and in private 
practice, agreed.

“There are a lot of 
lonely people during the 
holidays and not just 
seniors; there are lonely 
adults during the holi-
days,” she said. “Holidays 
are stressful. People 
don’t always get along 
with family members. 
Then there’s the time 
change — the darkest 

days of the next few 
months; it changes our 
rhythm and how we view 
things. And there’s the 
recent unfortunate losses 
in our community, too.”

As a clinical psycholo-
gist for more than 15 
years, Kost-Cox eagerly 
pursued QPR training 
when it was offered by 
The Family Center last 
December.

“As a mental health 
professional, I didn’t 
know this modality 
existed,” she said, noting 
QPR training has made 
her more aware.

“My first experience 
with death by suicide was 
in 1997,” she said. “I was 
a freshman in high 
school. It was a friend of 
my brother’s. Since then 
there have been many 
more. It shakes your 
world.

“I want people to have 
this information, to feel 
that it’s OK to ask, even if 
your voice shakes. It’s 
about empowerment. 
You don’t have to be a 
professional to help in 
that crisis.”

Kost-Cox has facili-
tated three QPR trainings 
so far through The 
Family Center and hopes 
to offer it through other 
organizations. 

QPR, she added, is for 
anyone seeking clarity 
on how to approach 
someone who may be 
silently suffering.

“It could be a parent to 
a child, a friend to a best 
friend, a sibling to an 
older or younger sibling,” 
she said. “This allows 
that space to learn how to 
ask questions and how 

not to ask questions — 
the right language to use.

“… It might seem silly 
until you’ve been there, 
where you’ve lost some-
body in a death by sui-
cide. You think, ‘There’s 
more I could have done.’”

QPR training fills in 
those blanks.

“Attendees will learn 
how to help someone 
who may be experienc-
ing a mental health cri-
sis,” Harris said.

Harris and Bingaman 
encouraged QPR not 
only for support, but also 
to combat myths and 
misinformation about 
suicide.

“A lot of people have 
never asked somebody if 
they’re going to kill them-
selves,” Kost-Cox said. 
“That question tends to 
stop people in their 
tracks. You don’t know if 
you’re sure you should 
ask, so it stops right 
there.

“… One of the myths is 
if you talk about suicide, 
somebody becomes sui-
cidal,” she added. “Often, 
when the question is 
asked, it can be very free-
ing for (the distressed 
person) because some-
body knows. There’s a 
g l immer of  hope. 
Someone is paying atten-
tion and sees their pain 
and wants to help. It’s 
about offering that hope 
to people.”

“QPR trains us to ask 
questions so we can per-
suade them to get help,” 
Harris said. “You don’t 
even think you’re going 
to ask, but when you ask 
— it’s a very difficult 
thing — you’re poten-

tially saving their life.”
Added Bingaman, “It 

might be the hardest 
question you’ve ever 
asked, so it’s really help-
ful to go through training 
and practice so you’re 
better prepared.”

How it works
During QPR training, 

Kost-Cox starts with an 
introduction and shares 
her background and 
experience.

“I make sure to men-
tion that I don’t antici-
pate anyone sharing why 
they’re here,” she noted. 
“They all have their own 
reasons. Maybe they’re a 
survivor of or had a death 
by suicide in their own 
life.”

Training also includes 
a PowerPoint presenta-
tion and handouts, like 
things to say and not to 
say. 

“It’s training you to 
think and to have the 
courage to speak,” she 
said.

She may lead partici-
pants through a role-
playing exercise, but 
understands that may not 
be for everybody. She’ll 
also run through myths 
and facts about suicide.

QPR lasts around an 
hour and typically 
includes time for ques-
tions. Participants are 
welcome to share their 
own stories if they’re 
comfortable doing so.

Everyone leaves with 
Kost-Cox’s contact infor-
mation.

Training is for ages 15 
and older. Participants 
may include “someone 
with suicidal ideation, 
someone who has 
attempted before, the 
caregiver of a chronically 
ill person, the elderly, 
someone with a terminal 
illness,” she said. “… I get 
lots of parents in the 
audience who have ques-
tions if it comes up with 
their teen or their teen’s 
friend, just to have some 
information. It’s wonder-
ful to share information 
with parents or adoles-
cents with friends who 
are struggling — and it’s 
easy to remember.”

Kost-Cox said she’s 
grateful to The Family 
Center for allowing her 
to help others through 
QPR.

“I enjoy just being in 
the community to be able 

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

The Family Center hosts additional 
QPR training in response to recent suicides

Community coming together

See QPR, page 4B

The Fox Creek Questers 
invite the public to the free 
lecture, “Interpreting 
American Decorative Arts 
and Architecture,” pre-
sented by Peter Cook, a 
retired museum curator/
director and academic. 

The lecture, which takes 
place at 2 p.m. Friday, 
Nov. 22, at the Grosse 
Pointe Public Library 
Ewald Branch, 15175 E. 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park, will include topics 
such as how to protect and 
share objects that are held 
in public trust, the passion 
for collecting cultural heri-
tage, and guides and 
docents in the house 
museum. 

There will be time for 
questions and discussion 
following the lecture. 

Cook has advanced 
degrees in museum 
administration and educa-
tion and is widely pub-
lished on the subjects of 
textiles, hand-spinning 
and the decorative arts. 
His career has included 
chief curatorial or admin-
istrative positions at the 
Bennington Museum, 
Plimoth Plantation and 
Historic New England. He 
taught for many years as 
an adjunct associate pro-
fessor at Boston University 
and Lesley University and 
was a visiting Fulbright 
professor at Tetavo State 
University in Northern 
Macedonia.

The lecture is presented 
as a gift from the Fox 
Creek Questers 216, based 
in Grosse Pointe.

Fox Creek 
Questers 
host lecture
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to offer that piece of 
myself,” she said. “… I 
hope people within any 
community feel safe to 
reach out to those in 
helpful roles. And if 
you’re not comfortable to 
come to QPR, call the 
trainer. Ask the ques-
tions you need to ask to 
feel comfortable. If you 
don’t want to be out of 
your comfort zone, a 
quick phone call prior to 
might help put you at 
ease.

“And be curious about 
mental health,” she 
added. “We all have men-
tal health — whether 
we’re good or struggling 
at different times. Keep 
the conversation going. 
It’s not a weakness if you 
struggle one day versus 
the next. It makes you 
human.”

988
Much like calling 911 

for an emergency requir-
ing police, the fi re depart-
ment or an ambulance, 
there is a hotline avail-
able for people who are 
struggling or know some-
one who is struggling. 
Calling the 988 suicide 
and crisis lifeline puts the 
caller in touch with a 
trained responder.

“It’s like 911 but for 
m e n t a l  h e a l t h , ” 
Bingaman said. “It’s 
staffed 24-7 and dis-
patched locally. It’s for 
someone experiencing a 
mental health crisis or to 
support someone helping 
another person through a 
mental health crisis. If a 
friend is suicidal or 
depressed or just not 
themselves, call 988 (or 
text) and they’ll give you 
advice and resources.

“You never have to be 
alone,” she added. “You 
a lways  have  th i s 
resource.”

Kost-Cox said she’s 
been fortunate to meet 
some 988 operators, who 
she described as “won-
derful humans who want 
to help.

“When you learn about 
the people behind the 
number, you feel more 
comfortable,” she added. 
“They are people who 
truly are there to sup-
port.”

Other opportunities 
In addition to QPR, 

The Family Center offers 
a variety of online 
resources, including 
helpful articles and pro-
fessional referrals, for 
people who are strug-
gling with mental health 
issues.

Bingaman said she’s 
noticed the issue of iso-
lation becoming a bigger 
problem.

“People are missing 
human connection,” she 
said. “They’re on their 
phones or on Zoom 
meetings and not con-
necting with people in 
person. Being together is 
a big part of feeling a 
connection with other 
people in the commu-
nity.”

“Sitting at home is 
clearly something caus-

ing mental  heal th 
issues,” Harris added. 
“With the holidays com-
ing up, social media 
compounds it. People 
only post beautiful pic-
tures, because they’re 
not going to post bad 
things. Others think 
t h e y ’ r e  h a v i n g  a 
Hallmark Christmas, but 
in reality that’s not how 
it is. Everyone has their 
struggles.”

Putting down the 
phone and getting out 
among other people is a 
goal of the many pro-
grams The Family 
Center provides, each of 
them an opportunity for 
connection. 

“We have Community 
Yoga, Community Book 
Club, programs on a 
variety of topics — just to 
get people out and social-
izing,” Bingaman said. 
“One of our board mem-
bers said people come to 
The Family Center if 
they’re struggling or if 
they want information 
about a certain topic, but 
they also come to The 
Family Center if they’re 
thriving and looking for 
more, for something 
interesting to do.”

For more information 
or to register for QPR, 
visit familycenterhelps.
org, call (313) 447-1374 
or email maryjo@family
centerhelps.org.

QPR:
Continued from page 3B

A recently rediscov-
ered black and white 
photo of unknown date 
depicts a tree-lighting 
ceremony at The War 
Memorial from decades 
past and calls into 
remembrance a forgotten 
Grosse Pointe Christmas 
tradition — the Tribute 
Tree. 

The War Memorial’s 
fi rst Tribute Tree lighting 
ceremony was held 
December 1985, and 
offered community mem-
bers the opportunity to 
place a white light on the 
tree, for a $5 donation, in 
honor of a loved one, liv-
ing or deceased. The 
annual ceremony contin-
ued into the early 2000s, 
drawing hundreds of 
attendees for Christmas 
carols, hot cocoa and a 
chance to see Santa. 

Though the tribute 
concept for now will 
remain a fond memory, 
the legacy of a tree-light-
ing ceremony at The War 
Memorial will make its 
grand return Sunday, 
Nov. 24, for the organiza-
tion’s 75th anniversary 
year. 

“It’s special to have 
something that was a leg-
acy traditional event at 
The War Memorial, to be 
able to bring it back,” 
President and CEO Maria 
Miller said. “The team 
has built a whole event 
around lighting the tree 
that will be pretty spec-
tacular, so I’m happy 

we’re doing it for the 
community.” 

A live caroling group 
will set the stage for the 
20-foot tree to be lit in 
front of the front circle 
fountain at 5:30 p.m., 
while a vintage Christmas 
market featuring gifts 
and holiday-themed 
wares will be spread 
throughout the Alger 
House reception room, 
dining room and palm 
room from 4 to 7 p.m.

The collection of art-
ists, makers and curators 
of vintage and antique 
i tems wil l  include 
N icho las  Roncone 
Pottery, Nanny Goat Co., 
Bakers Studios, Ava’s 
Hot Cocoa Bombs, Jujoli 
Candle Co., Noreen 
Neubar Vintage, Good 
Morning Girl Vintage, 
Simplicity by NW Jewelry 
and All the Things.

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Tree lighting, vintage holiday 
market at The War Memorial

Holiday Homecoming

COURTESY PHOTO

The date of this past tree-lighting ceremony at The 
War Memorial has been lost to time. 

See HOLIDAY, page 5B

Home for the Holidays at Ford House 
has been nominated in the best holiday 
historic home tour category in USA 
Today’s 10Best Readers’ Choice 
Awards.

“Being nominated is an incredible 
honor for all of us at Ford House,” 
President and CEO Mark Heppner 
said. “Our team pours heart and cre-
ativity into making the holidays magi-
cal here and this recognition truly 
refl ects their dedication.”

Voting is open through 11:59 a.m. 
Monday, Dec. 2. Winners will be 
announced at noon Friday, Dec. 6. See 
https://shorturl.at/0PtIH to vote.

“We are deeply grateful to our com-
munity for their support and enthusi-
asm. Your votes mean so much to us,” 
Heppner added. “Thank you for help-
ing Ford House shine as a place to cre-
ate lasting holiday memories.”

Other historic homes that were nom-
inated include Meadow Brook Hall in 
nearby Rochester, Elvis Presley’s 
Graceland in Memphis, Tenn., and the 
house from “A Christmas Story” in 
Cleveland, Ohio.

As of press time, Ford House was in 
fi fth place.

Home for the Holidays at Ford House 
is an evening holiday stroll through the 
glittering grounds as thousands of 
lights illuminate the estate, guiding 
guests on a one-mile walking tour 
throughout the property.

On the grounds, weeping willows are 

dripping in lights, the rose garden is 
aglow in rich hues and the main resi-
dence is decked in ribbons of starry 
lights. Inside the home, decorated in 
Eleanor Ford’s signature style of 
“understated elegance,” showcases 
original ornaments and décor from 
when the family resided there. 

Friends of Ford House are invited to 
an exclusive preview at 5:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 30, where Santa Claus 
will throw the switch and illuminate 
the estate for the fi rst time. Home for 
the Holidays at Ford House continues 
5:30 to 8:30 p.m. every Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 6 to 29. 

New this year, Santa Claus and Mrs. 
Claus will greet guests for photos. 
Guests will warm up with a complimen-
tary hot chocolate or, for adults, cocoa 
may be upgraded with a splash of the 
Christmas “spirit” for a festive treat. 

Tickets for Home for the Holidays at 
Ford House are $28 for adults, $14 for 
children. Children age 2 or younger 
are admitted free. Friends of Ford 
House enjoy a discounted $20 admis-
sion for adults and a discounted $10 
admission for children 15 years old or 
younger. Timed entries ensure an inti-
mate experience, so guests are encour-
aged to purchase tickets early to 
guarantee their preferred date and 
time.

See fordhouse.org/holidays for 
ticket information and other holiday 
events.

Ford House up for 
national recognition

Home for 
the 
Holidays at 
Ford House 
includes el-
egant deco-
rations out-
side and in.

COURTESY 
PHOTO
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“We’ve partnered (for 
the market) with Mata 
Kartsonas, who’s the 
wife of the historic pres-
ervationist that we’re 
working with for some of 
the restoration work of 
the Alger House,” said 
Leah Celebi, vice presi-
dent of community 
engagement and pro-
gramming.

With marshmallows 
for roasting and The War 
Memorial’s signature hot 
chocolate for sale at the 
outdoor warming area, 
the free-admittance tree-
lighting ceremony also 
features:

◆ crafting paper cranes 
for Christmas tree deco-
ration in the Alger House 
library from 4 to 7 p.m., 
with the Grosse Pointe 
Artists Association and 
ins t ructor  Nobuko 
Yamasaki;

◆ storytime and photo 
opportuni t ies  wi th 
Princess Belle from Part 
of Your World Princess 
Party Company in the 
Alger House library at 
4:15, 4:45, 5 and 6:15 
p.m.;

◆ and signature War 
Memorial ornaments for 
sale for the organiza-
tion’s 75th anniversary.

A VIP reception inside 
the ballroom will feature 
Michigan wines from 
Grand Traverse Winery, 
a signature cocktail and 
appetizers curated by 
The War Memorial’s 
executive chef. Tickets 
are $45. Children may 
attend for $20 and enjoy 
appetizers and hot choc-
olate. 

“Since Maria has been 
CEO, there’s been a re-
invigoration to recommit 
ourselves to our original 
purpose and dedication 
of being a place to honor, 
reflect, remember and 
enrich the community 

and a place to bring peo-
ple together,” Celebi said. 
“So that’s where the idea 
o f  t h e  H o l i d a y 
Homecoming and invit-
ing people to feel like this 
is their home came from.”

The tree-lighting cere-
mony likely will become 
an annual event going 
forward, she added.

The War Memorial’s 
Holiday Homecoming 
programming  a l so 
includes Bedtime Stories 
with Santa 4 to 8 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 8, and 
Thursday, Dec. 12 — as 
well as, new this year, a 
sensory-friendly edition 
at 2:30 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 
8 — and Breakfast with 
Santa at 9 a.m. and noon 
Sunday, Dec. 15.

Purchase tickets at 
w a r m e m o r i a l . o r g /
holidayhomecoming.

“That culminates our 
holiday season with lots 
of fun, joy and Christmas 
holiday cheer,” Celebi 
said.

HOLIDAY:
Continued from page 4B

It’s been nearly five 
years since the COVID-19 
pandemic first ravaged 
the world, yet the chaos it 
caused to those in the 
healthcare industry is still 
fresh in mind.

To honor the frontline 
workers who sacrificed 
their own health to save 
others, the Fontbonne 
Auxiliary of St. John 
Hospital hosts its 71st 
annual White Christmas 
Ball, “A Holiday for 
Heroes,” at 6 p.m. Friday, 
Dec. 6.

“With this year’s theme, 
I ’m thri l led,”  said 
Kimberleigh Bill, R.N., 
chairwoman of this year’s 
ball. “Our healthcare 
heroes needed recogni-
tion, from top to bottom, 
doctors, nurses, house-
keeping — everyone in 
the system who had to 
deal with COVID.

“… They could not 
work from home,” she 
added. “These were front-
line workers who went in 
like firemen or police-
men. Their self-sacrifi ce 
is something that doesn’t 
get enough recognition.”

Bill and Fontbonne 
Auxiliary President Lorna 
Zalenski, R.N., were 
among the frontline 
workers who went above 
and beyond during the 
pandemic.

“ W h e n  t h e y 
started giving out 
vaccines, they would 
staff the hospital but 
also volunteer at 
clinics to give vac-
cines,” Zalenski 
said. “I volunteered 
in the clinics to give 
vaccines. A lot of 
people were work-
ing double duty at 
the expense of 
spending time with 
their own families.”

“I didn’t see my 
own children for 
three months,” Bill 
added, noting her 
husband, son and 
daughter also work in the 
medical fi eld.

More recently, the 
health system was hit 
with a ransomware attack 
that put an additional 
burden on the staff.

“The staff had quite a 
challenge,” Bill said, not-
ing the hospital system’s 
shift to a 1970s method of 
documentation referred 
to as SOAP, which stands 
for subjective, objective, 
assessment and plan. 
“(CEO) Dr. Kevin Grady 
worked with residents to 
get back to that type of 
format. They got into the 
trenches and didn’t come 
back out until it was 
over.”

Added Zalenski, “Then 
they had to (manually) 
put all that data into the 
system.”

To recognize their 
efforts both during the 
pandemic and the data 
breach, the auxiliary will 
dedicate funds raised 
from its White Christmas 
Ball to the hospital’s edu-
cational fund.

“It’s called the Gift of 
Knowledge,” Zalenski 
said. “We want to increase 
the fund so more physi-
cians and nurses can use 
it to better educate them-
selves. Some are required 
(to take courses) every 
year to maintain their 
licenses. We want to make 
it easier on people.

“We are raising money 
to give back to the associ-
ates who have gone above 
and beyond these last fi ve 
years,” she continued. 
“These associates gave 
selflessly. Fontbonne 

Auxiliary will con-
tinue to raise money 
for the Moross loca-
tion. We believe that 
providing a way for 
staff to get the edu-
cational credits 
they’re required to 
get or are going 
above and beyond to 
get will directly ben-
efi t patients.”

“Collectively dur-
ing the epidemic and 
beyond, caretakers 
appear at many lev-
els ,”  explained 
Madeline Phillips, 
committee member. 
“There are nurses, 

doctors, occupational 
therapists, physical thera-
pists, laboratory techni-
cians, medical assistants, 
housekeeping staff and a 
plethora of others. We are 
fortunate to have these 
collaborators in our midst.

“… This is Fontbonne’s 
commitment to thank 
and give back to our asso-
ciates for their continued 
commitment, resilience 
and perseverance during 
the years of COVID and 
the recent cyberthreat,” 
she added. “Our associ-
ates gave selfl essly dur-
ing these times and 
continuously put the 
needs of patients before 
their own. The Fontbonne 
Auxiliary recognizes this 
and wishes to show our 
appreciation and contin-
ued patronage.”

Bill’s fi rst ball was in 
1994, and also was in 
support of the Gift of 
Knowledge fund.

“It’s nice that it’s come 
full circle 30 years later,” 
she said.

The event kicks off at 6 
p.m. with heavy hors 
d’oeuvres and drinks, fol-

lowed by dinner at 7 p.m.
“There will be recogni-

tion of staff members,” 
Bill said. “Some heroes 
will be in attendance, but 
we will not individualize 
each person.”

Skyl ine and the 
Backstreet Horns will 
provide live music for the 
black-tie event.

Ticket reservations are 
required by Friday, Nov. 
29. Donations to the ball 
must be received by 
Friday, Nov. 22.

For t ickets ,  cal l 
Zalenski at (313) 590-
5607 or email llz523@aol.
com.

Committee
White Christmas Ball 

Committee members 
include Debbie Bellovich, 
Stephanie Berri, Dr. 
Katherine Bill, Camille 
Cracchiolo,  Jordyn 
Cytacki, Sally Cytacki, 
Dr. Kimberley Demerle, 
Cathy Grady, Teresa 
L u c i d o ,  K a t h l e e n 
McDona ld ,  Megan 
Mezey, Patricia Minnick, 
Char lot te  Morrow, 
Lorraine Owczarek, 
Madeleine Phillips and 
Linda Schaden. 

“This committee is 
A-plus,” White Christmas 
B a l l  C h a i r w o m a n 
Kimberleigh Bill said. 
“They are the nicest 
group of women. They 

are beautiful, brilliant, 
strong, but kind. They 
really have love for each 
other.”

Added Fontbonne 
Auxiliary President 
Lorna Zalenski, “It’s a 
sisterhood. I joined when 
my husband was a resi-
dent in ’84 or ’85. We’re 
there for each other, even 
beyond Fontbonne. 
Anyone can call on any 
member for anything. It’s 
definitely a sisterhood. 
And we believe in our 
mission, the mission of 
Henry Ford St. John 
Hospital.”

T h e  F o n t b o n n e 
Auxiliary has supported 
the hospital through its 
philanthropic efforts 
since its inception in 
1947.

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Fontbonne’s White Christmas 
Ball recognizes healthcare heroes

COURTESY PHOTOS

White Christmas Ball committee members recently 
got together for a “mailing party” to prepare invita-
tions.

White Christmas Ball 
chairwoman 
Kimberleigh Bill

Grosse Pointe Sunrise Rotary 
Club President Sandra Cobb, 
stands with guest speakers Sue 
Zarin and Sheila Blair-Mosley 
from Windsor-Roseland 
Rotary, during the club’s Oct. 
29 meeting. Zarin and Blair-
Mosley introduced the club to 
the Guatemala Literacy 
Project, which provides re-
sources for reading, textbooks, 
computers and scholarships to 
children in rural areas where 
these resources barely exist. 
This Rotary initiative has 
helped drive a 100 percent im-
provement in rural literacy and 
foster job-ready school gradu-
ates into entry-level employ-
ment. More than 800 Rotary 
clubs and 90 districts have been 
working together since 1997 to 
improve education for under-
served students in Guatemala. 
Grosse Pointe Sunrise Rotary 
Club members extend an invi-
tation to residents to join their 
Tuesday breakfast and presen-
tations at 7 a.m. at  Ford House 
in Grosse Pointe Shores. Email 
dennis.rotary1591@gmail.com.

Literacy initiative

PHOTO COURTESY OF BOB GRAMBO
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OBITUARIES
Obituary notices are purchased and often prewritten by family or friends. While 
we try to run obituaries as submitted, we nevertheless reserve the right to edit for 
accuracy, style and length.
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Joseph John Perry

Joseph “Joe” John 
Perry, 78, passed away 
Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, at 
his home in St. Clair 
Shores, sitting in his 
favorite chair.

Joe was born July 23, 
1946, in Detroit, and grew 
up in Warren with his 
brother, Robert, and sis-
ter, Kathy. After graduat-
ing high school, he served 
in the U.S. Army for four 
years before receiving an 
honorable discharge. He 
then returned home and 
met his beloved wife, 
Bonnie, while working at 
Peninsular Steel. 

Joe had a long career in 
insurance and risk man-
agement, obtaining mul-
tiple certifications and 
never fully retiring. More 
than that, he was a loving 
provider to his daughter, 
Tara, and son, Joey, and 
later in life, to his daugh-
ter-in-law, Nana, and his 
grandchildren, Joseph 
and Elijah.

Joe leaves a legacy of 
expressing his love for 
others through acts of 
service and support. 
From the seemingly triv-
ial, like always stopping 
to pick litter off the 
ground, to the deepest 
commitments, like caring 
for Bonnie when her 

health declined, he gave 
all he could. Most who 
knew him have a story of 
how Joe helped or 
showed up for them in 
some way, which is a tes-
tament to the kind of hus-
band, father, grandfather, 
brother, godfather and 
friend he was.

In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations may 
be made to St. Jude 
Children’s Research 
Hospital, bit.ly/47PrHTz. 
Share memories with the 
family at ahpeters.com.

Dr. Roger Meyer
Dr. Roger Meyer, 85, 

passed away Saturday, 
Nov. 2, 2024. 

Roger was born to 
proud German parents in 
a small farming commu-
nity in Okolona, Ohio. 
With German being the 
language spoken at 
home, Roger fi rst learned 
English in kindergarten. 

Although he had 
respect for the hard work 
managing  a  farm 
required, Roger followed 
his academic dreams to 
become a medical doctor. 
This dream was in part 
inspired by an early 
childhood accident that 
required him to spend 
many months in and out 

of hospitals, undergoing 
multiple surgeries to suc-
cessfully save his injured 
leg.

Roger proudly attended 
the  Univers i ty  o f 
Michigan, joined a frater-
nity, sang in the choir 
and played in the march-
ing band. He loved all the 
university had to offer, 
but mostly the academic 
training he received. 
Upon graduation, he 
went to medical school at 
T h e  O h i o  S t a t e 
University. While in med-
ical school, he got mar-
ried and had his first 
d a u g h t e r ,  L a u r e n 
Elizabeth Meyer. After 
medical school, he grad-
uated top of his class as a 
U.S. Air Force fl ight sur-
geon, fi rst receiving his 
training in San Antonio, 
then moving to the 
Wurtsmith Air Force 
Base in Oscoda. During 
his time in the Air Force, 
his second daughter, 
Jennifer Susan Meyer, 
was born.

After a short stint in an 
orthopedic residency, Dr. 
Meyer realized his pas-
sion lay in the newly 
emerging fi eld of trans-
plant surgery, specifi-
cally cornea transplant 
surgery. While pursuing 
academic excellence and 
medical acumen, Dr. 

Meyer did two ophthal-
mology fellowships in the 
field of transplant sur-
gery,  f irst  at  the 
University of California 
in San Francisco and 
next at the University of 
Florida in Gainesville. 

Dr. Meyer joined the 
University of Michigan 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Ophthalmology in 1975. 
He was proud to return to 
U-M. As a research scien-
tist and greatly respected 
surgeon, Dr. Meyer 
helped shape and develop 
the fi eld of cornea trans-
plant surgery and oph-
thalmology as a whole 
during his 30 years with 
the university. He pre-
sented countless research 
papers and presentations 
across the world. Widely 
renowned as one of the 
premier cornea trans-
plant surgeons, Dr. 
Meyer never lost his 
humble desire to restore 
vision to his patients. 
One of his proudest con-
tributions to humanity 
was the gift of sight to 
thousands of people.

Dr. Meyer’s other joy 
was being a proud girl 
dad. Never reluctant to 

wear pink and let his 
girls dress him up, his 
daughters were his pride 
and joy. He shared his 
passion for education 
with his children and 
grandchildren. He also 
was a huge ski fan, tak-
ing his family to the 
Aspen Corneal Society 
meeting every year in 
February. What began as 
a family ski trip with his 
two daughters soon grew 
into an annual ritual with 
his grandchildren and 
their friends. He wanted 
them to excel at skiing 
and implemented the 
rule to stay in ski school 
until they could ski a 
Double Black Diamond 
run. Needless to say, all 
of his grandchildren are 
excellent snowboarders 
and skiers. 

Dr. Meyer also had a 
passion for travel, which 
he shared with his beau-
tiful wife, Judy. Their 
adventures began while 
Roger was at U-M and 
continued after they mar-
ried, ultimately living in 
Laguna Beach, Calif. 
Being on the West Coast 
with Judy was one of the 
happiest times of his life. 

Judy and Roger traveled 
the world extensively 
and shared their love of 
ophthalmology together.

When Judy unexpect-
edly predeceased Dr. 
Meyer, a part of his heart 
went as well. Dr. Meyer 
moved back to Michigan 
and had the opportunity 
to enjoy his children and 
grandchildren for two 
years. Always an optimist 
and looking for silver lin-
ings, Grandpa Roger felt 
this was such a beautiful 
and valuable part of his 
life.

Dr. Meyer was a cher-
ished husband to the late 
Judy Gordon; beloved 
father of Lauren Crow 
and Jennifer Burt (Keith); 
proud grandpa of 
Maxwell, Natalie and 
Catherine Crow and 
Madison and Morgan 
Burt; loving brother of 
Carolyn Smelker (Jack), 
Bill Meyer (Janice) and 
the late Delbert Meyer 
(Mildred); and dearest 
friend to the children of 
Judy Gordon and Glenna 
and Grant Gordon. He 
also is survived by many 
other loving family and 
friends.

A memorial celebra-
tion will be held at 4 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 30, at the 
Country Club of Detroit, 
220 Country Club Dr., 
Grosse Pointe Farms. 

Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to the 
R o g e r  F .  M e y e r 
Lectureship in Cornea, 
University of Michigan, 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Ophthalmology and 
Visual Sciences, (734) 
763-0875.

Dr. Roger MeyerJoseph John Perry

visit Historic Trinity 
Lutheran Church and 
First Congregational 
Church of Detroit, with a 
stop at Amore de Roma 
Cafe for lunch and des-
sert at Shatila.

◆  T h e  m o v i e 
“Operation Christmas 
Drop” is shown at noon 
Friday, Dec. 13. Cost is 
$3 for members, $5 for 
nonmembers.

◆ Holiday Karaoke 
Party, noon to 1:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 18. 
Cost is $22 for members, 
$26 for nonmembers, 
and includes lunch 
catered by Andiamo.

Library
The Grosse Pointe 

Public Library hosts a 
variety of programs. To 
register for the following, 
visit grossepointelibrary.
org.

◆ Dino Movie, 10 a.m. 
to noon Saturday, Nov. 
23, at Ewald, 15175 E. 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆  Grosse Pointe 
Community Meet-Up, 
noon to 4 p.m. Saturday, 
Nov. 23, at Central, 10 
Kercheval, Grosse Pointe 

Farms.
◆ Reader Dog, 2 to 3 

p.m. Saturday, Nov. 23, 
at Ewald, 15175 E. 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆ 4th Monday Book 
Discussion, 1:30 to 2:30 
p.m. Monday, Nov. 25, at 
E w a l d ,  1 5 1 7 5  E . 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆  Mystery Book 
Discussion, 7 to 8 p.m. 
Tuesday, Nov. 26, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ In Cold Mug Book 
Discussion, 7 to 9 p.m. 
Tuesday, Nov. 26, at 
Whiskey 6, 646 St. Clair, 
City of Grosse Pointe.

◆ 5th & 6th Grade 
Book Group, 7 to 8:15 
p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 26, at 
Central, 10 Kercheval, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

◆ Reader Dog, 10 to 11 
a.m. Wednesday, Nov. 
27, at Woods, 20680 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods.

◆ Thanksgiving Break 
Family Movie, 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 
27, at Woods, 20680 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods.

◆ Dino Drop-In Craft, 1 
to 3 p.m. Wednesday, 
Nov. 27, at all three 
branches.

◆ Early closing for 
T h a n k s g i v i n g ,  a l l 
branches will close at 5 
p.m.

◆ GPPL Friends $5 Bag 
Sale, 10 a.m to 1 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 30, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

The War Memorial
The War Memorial, 32 

Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms, offers programs 
and activities for the 
community. For informa-
tion on the following, 
visit warmemorial.org

◆ Modern Manners: 
Youth Etiquette, 1 to 3 
p.m. Sunday, Nov. 24. 

◆  T r e e - L i g h t i n g 
Ceremony, 4 to 7 p.m. 
Sunday, Nov. 24. A VIP 
reception costs $45.

◆ Vet Connect Seminar 
Ser ies :  Tr i -County 
Veteran Navigators, 6 to 
7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 
3.

Cadieux Cafe
Cadieux Cafe, 4300 

Cadieux, Detroit, wel-
comes Planet D Nonet at 
4 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 24. 
Planet D Nonet will per-
form swing music by 
Basie, Waller, Moten, 
Henderon and Ellington. 
There is a $10 cover 
charge.

GPPSS
The Grosse Pointe 

Public School System 
offers a series of informa-
tional nights for various 
grade levels. The sched-
ule is:

◆ Eighth Grade Day, 
Grosse Pointe North and 
Grosse Pointe South — 
8:30 to 10:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, Nov. 26.

◆ Rising Fifth Grade 
Info Night, all GPPSS 
middle schools — 6:30 
p.m. Monday, Jan. 6.

◆ Rising Freshman 
Info Night, Grosse Pointe 
North and Grosse Pointe 
South — 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 8.

◆ Kindergarten & 
Young Fives Info Night, 
all GPPSS elementary 
schools — 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 9.

Holiday fl oral 
workshops

Grosse Pointe Woods 
resident Lauren Radke is 
offering four holiday fl o-
ral workshops: 1 to 3 
p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m. 
Tuesday, Nov. 26, 6 to 8 
p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 10, 
and 1 to 3 p.m. Tuesday, 
Dec. 17. Participants will 
create centerpieces using 
a mix of fl owers. Cost is 
$45 and includes all sup-
plies. To register, visit 
laurenradkeart.com. For 
more information, text 
(313) 510-0767 or email 
lauren@laurenradkeart.
com.

Santa at Schwab
Charles Schwab of 

Grosse Pointe, 20879 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods, is hosting photo 
opportunities with Santa 
Claus from 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 
27. Cocoa and cookies 
will be provided. The 
public and friendly pets 
are welcome; however, 
reservations are required 
by calling (313) 743-0433 
or emailing jackie.
piper@schwab.com.

Matty’s 
Friendsgiving

The eighth annual 
Matty’s Friendsgiving 

takes place at 6:30 p.m. 
Friday, Nov. 29, at 
Fishbones in St. Clair 
Shores.  The event 
includes complimentary 
hors d’oeuvres and a 
cash bar. Proceeds from 
a raffl e and silent auction 
benefi t the Jamie Daniel 
Foundation, whose mis-
sion is to provide support 
programs and resources 
to address substance use 
disorder. The foundation 
focuses on children and 
young adults through 
education, prevention, 
recovery and stigma 
reduction. The Peyser 
family holds this event in 
remembrance of their 
son, Matt Peyser. 

Ford House
The Edsel & Eleanor 

Ford House,  1100 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Shores, offers the follow-
ing programs:

◆ Storytime: A Walk in 
the Forest, 10:30 a.m. 
Tuesdays, through Nov. 
26, for ages 7 and 
younger.

◆  Hol iday Main 
Residence Guided Tour, 
10 a.m., noon and 2 p.m. 
Tuesdays and Sundays, 
Nov. 29 to Dec. 31. 
Admission costs vary.

◆  Home for the 
Holidays at Ford House, 
entry times every half 
hour from 5:30 to 8:30 
p.m. Fridays through 
Sundays, Nov. 30 to Dec. 
22. Admission costs vary.

For tickets and infor-
mation, visit fordhouse.
org.

Family Center
The Family Center of 

Grosse Pointe and 
Harper Woods offers free  
QPR training at 6:30 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 2, at the 
Ewald library, 15175 E. 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park. Participants learn 
how to question someone 
struggling with their 
mental health, encourage 
them to get help and 
where to fi nd resources. 
Training is free, but reg-
istration is appreciated. 
Email maryjo@family
centerhelps.org.

Chamber
The Grosse Pointe 

Chamber of Commerce 
hosts the following net-
working events:

◆ Holiday Happy Hour, 
5 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 
4, at Rustic Cabins/
Original Buscemis 313, 
15209 Kercheval, Grosse 
Pointe Park.

◆  A f t e r  H o u r s 
Networking, 5:30 to 6:30 
p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 22, 
at Closet Connections, 
20427 Mack, Grosse 
Pointe Woods.

GPAA
The Grosse Pointe 

Artists Association offers 
a variety of classes at its 
studio, located at The 
War Memorial ,  32 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms. To register for the 
following, visit grosse
pointeartcenter.org.

◆ Watercolor and 
Gomuban with Nobuko 
Yamasaki, 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 7. 
Registration closes Nov. 
21.

◆ Relax with Poetry 
and Painting: A Nancy 
Philo Experience, 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Thursday and 
Friday, Dec. 12 and 13.

◆ Portraits in the Style 
of Berthe Morisot, with 
Donald Cronkhite, 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Thursdays, 
Jan. 16, 23 and 30.

◆ Landscapes in the 
Style of Pierre-Auguste 
Renoir, with Donald 
Cronkhite, 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Thursdays, Feb. 20 
and 27, and March 6.

Adaptive yoga
Yoga Moves Any Body, 

in partnership with the 
Kirk Gibson Foundation, 
hosts Adaptive Chair 
Yoga classes at 11:30 a.m. 
Mondays at Full Lotus 
Yoga, 20365 Mack, Grosse 
Pointe Woods. Adaptive 
yoga benefi ts those with 
mult ip le  sc leros is , 
Parkinson’s disease, 
stroke and other neuro-
muscular conditions. Cost 
is $12 per drop-in class or 
five classes for $50 in 
advance. Visit fulllotus
yoga.net.

EVENTS:
Continued from page 2B
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Worship
   Service

Worship Sunday
at 10:00 am

Rev. Richard Yeager-Stiver
An Open & Affi rming Church

240 Chalfonte G.P. Farms
313-884-3075 • www.gpcong.org
WE HAVE AN ARTS MINISTRY

Grosse Pointe
Congregational

Church
(United Church of Christ )

112124

SUNDAY
8:30 a.m. - Bible Study

9:30 a.m. - Worship Service
Sunday School - During Service

WEDNESDAY
10 a.m. - Bible Study

6:30 p.m. - Worship Service
Solomon Spangler, Pastor
Making New Disciples-
Building Stronger Ones

Christ the King
Lutheran Church

and Preschool
Mack at Lochmoor • 884-5090

www.christthekinggp.org
Hampton15020 15020 Hampton
Pointe Park, GrosseGrosse Pointe Park, 

A rosebr smb osembr ebrosemmbrose
SSSS ntainna nta naintaiaint

CChurchhhurch

MM

Tuesday — 8:30 a.m. — Morning MassTuesday — 8:30 a.m. — Morning Mass 
Friday  — Noon MassFriday  — Noon Mass

(313) 822-2814 • stambrosechurch.net • facebook.com/stambroseparish
      Saturday Vigil is streamed online at 8:00 a.m. Sunday on our facebook page  

St Ambrose GPN Ad 2024 november.indd   1 11/15/2024   1:54:18 PM

    20475 Sunningdale Park               313.884.4820   
      Grosse Pointe Woods             stmichaelsgpw.org      

St. Michael’s Episcopal Church
sharing the Light of Christ 

Sunday Worship at 10 am  
engaging liturgy  ~ inspiring music

Holy Communion for all

Join us in the Parish Hall after the service  
for a warm welcome and hot coffee

10
17

24

Crosspointe Christian 
C h u r c h  r e c e n t l y 
announced the launch of 
its outdoor Christmas 
photo booth, a free fes-
tive photo station open to 
the entire community. 

Families and individu-
als are invited to visit the 
church campus at 21336 
Mack Avenue, Grosse 
Pointe Woods, to capture 
their own Christmas pho-
tos in a welcoming envi-
ronment that refl ects the 
spirit of the season.

The photo booth, 
l o c a t e d  o u t s i d e 
Crosspointe Christian 
Church, is decorated 
with Christmas garlands 
and string lights, creating 
a memorable backdrop. 
Visitors may drop by at 
their convenience, take 
photos and bring the hol-
iday spirit home to share 
with loved ones.

In addition to provid-
ing a festive photo oppor-
tunity,  the church 
welcomes the commu-
nity to attend worship 
services throughout the 
Chr is tmas  season . 

Visitors may pick up a 
rack card with the ser-
vice schedule and contact 
information at the photo 
booth.

“This project is about 
more than just offering a 
fun Christmas photo 
opportunity; it’s a chance 
to invite people into the 
joy and love of the season 
by extending an open 
invitation to come and 
worship with us,” said 
Gary Abud Jr., who over-
sees the church’s disci-
pleship efforts. “We hope 
families will take advan-

tage of this free service 
and feel the warmth of 
Christ’s love through this 
simple but meaningful 
gesture.”

The booth will be open 
from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
throughout the Christmas 
season. Families are 
encouraged to share their 
photos on social media 
using the hashtag 
#C3Christmas to help 
spread holiday cheer.

For more information, 
visit yourc3.org or email 
discipleship@yourc3.
org.

Crosspointe Christian Church hosts free outdoor Christmas photo booth

COURTESY PHOTOS

Crossepointe Christian Church, 21336 Mack in Grosse Pointe Woods, offers a 
photo station that is open to the community.

American Legion Post 
303 Commander Dan 
McCrary invites high 
school students to com-
pete in the 2025 High 
S c h o o l  O r a t o r i c a l 
National speech contest. 
High school level winners 
receive $150 to $175, 
regional level winners 
receive $200 to $500, state 
level scholarship awards 
range from $1,000 to 
$2,000 and one winner 
will compete at the 
national level, with schol-
arships ranging from 
$2,000 to $25,000. The 
American Legion will pay 
the expenses of the state 
and national winners. 

The subject of the pre-

pared oration must be 
about some phase of the 
Constitution of the United 
States, emphasizing the 
duties and obligations of 
a citizen to the U.S. gov-
ernment. It must be the 
original effort of each 
contestant and must be 
eight to 10 minutes long. 
A three- to five-minute 
extemporaneous speech 
on one of four preas-
signed amendment topics 
also is required. 

The winner of last 
year’s Detroit area and 
Michigan speech contest 
was Wisdom Love 
Walker, a home-schooled 
junior from Detroit. Her 
speech was titled, “What 

Happens When the 
Cameras are Turned on 
and the 4th Amendment 
Off.” Wisdom went on to 
compete at the national 
level with 50 other state 
contestants at Hillsdale 
College and placed 15th. 
She was sponsored and 
coached by Grosse Pointe 
Post 303. To see her 
speech at the national 
contest, visit michiganle-
gion.org/wp-content/
uploads/2024/videos/
Wisdom.mp4.

Local high school stu-
dents in Wayne, Oakland 
and Macomb counties, 
including the Grosse 
Pointes, are invited to 
compete in this year’s 

American Legion contest. 
Since 1938, the program 
has provided participants 
with an academic speak-
ing challenge that teaches 
leadership qualities, the 
history of the nation’s 
laws, the ability to think 
and speak clearly, and an 
understanding of the 
duties, responsibilities, 
rights and privileges of 
American citizenship. 
The program has fea-
tured politicians and 
prominent contestants 
over the years, including 
former president Bill 
Clinton, presidential can-
didate Alan Keyes, televi-
sion commentator Lou 
Dobbs, Vice President 

Mike Pence and Grosse 
Pointe attorney and resi-
dent Ted Everingham. 
Recent Grosse Pointe 
state finalists include 
Grosse Pointe South 
graduate Sophie Hugh, 
University Liggett School 
graduate Maria Fields, 
South graduates Ponette 
Rubio, Abigail Turnbull 
and Gabriella Scipione 
and, standing for the 
regional level of the 
American legion, Detroit 
Catholic Central High 
School graduate Andrew 
Kill, who took part in the 
national championships 
and was one of the fi nal 
15 contestants.

Registration deadline 
for the contest is Monday, 
Dec. 9. Register online at 
michiganlegion.org/ora-

torical. Applications will 
be rejected if the deadline 
is missed. The fi rst local 
level of competition 
begins in January 2025. 
The state contest takes 
place March 15, at the 
Michigan Historical 
Museum in Lansing. The 
top finalist of the state 
contest goes to the 
national contest May 16 
to 18 at Hillsdale College. 
Contest dates will be pro-
vided by email.

For resources and vid-
eos to help students with 
the oratory content, rules 
and topics of the contest, 
visit  michiganlegion.org/
oratorical or legion.org/
oratorical/resources. For 
more information, call 
McCrary at (313) 492-
7462.

American Legion Post 303 hosts speech contest

For more than a century, members of the Louisa St. Clair 
Chapter, National Society Daughters of the American 
Revolution have served the Detroit metropolitan community 
with a particular focus on education, historical preservation 
and patriotism. Members recently announced their new 2024-
25 executive board:
Seated, from left, Recording Secretary Molly Clark, Vice 
Regent Deann Newman, Regent Patty Drury, Chaplain Jane 
Turnbull and Corresponding Secretary PJ King Steeby; and 
standing, from left, Past Regent Kris Fontichiaro, Treasurer 
Beth Norris, Registrar Marcia Powell, Organizing Secretary 
Barb Davis, Director Rebecca von Wormer and Director Patti 
Theros. Not pictured are Finance Secretary Peggy King 
Scully, Historian Ellisse Thompson, Librarian Amy O’Shea, 
Director Julie Thompson, Part Regents Dot Martin, Kay Burt-
Willson and Andi Weyhing.
For more information, visit louisastclairchapter.org

COURTESY PHOTO

DAR board members announced
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(313) 881-5675 (313) 882-7233

JEFFERY TORRICE

(313) 881-0200
JEFFERY TORRICE

(313) 881-0200

(313) 859-1400
www.McCarverMech.com

Peanut
Female, 2 years old,

Shorthair, Brown Tabby.

To adopt this cat
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

(313) 859-1400
www.McCarverMech.com

Angel
Female, 5 years old,

Labrador Mix, Black, 50 lbs.
To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551
SPONSORED BY:

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551
SPONSORED BY:

BelleMurphy
Male, 3 years old, Labrador Mix, 

Black/White, 45 lbs.

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551
SPONSORED BY:

Britta
Female, 5 years old,
Pitbull Terrier Mix,

Gray/Brindle, 40 lbs.

JC F letcher
Male, 2 years old,

Boxer Mix, Brown/Brindle/White, 
40 lbs.

(586) 774-0090

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

Male, 5 years old,
Labrador Mix,
Black, 45 lbs.

Female, 2 years old,
Pitbull Terrier Mix,

Gold/Brindle, 40 lbs.
To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

Faith

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551
SPONSORED BY:

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551
SPONSORED BY:

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551
SPONSORED BY:

(586) 415-6700

BettyWendell Jolly
Male, 2 years old,

Boxer Mix, Brindle/White
40 lbs.

Female, 2 years old,
Pitbull Terrier Mix, Brindle,

40 lbs.
To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551
SPONSORED BY:

(313) 343-6494
DAN BATTJES

(313) 885-1560

(313) 885-6095

Female, 5 years old,
Staffordshire Mix, Gray, 40 lbs.

Ferris
Male, 1 year old,

Siamese Mix/Cream.

SPONSORED BY:

JEFFERY TORRICE

To adopt this cat
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

(313) 881-0200

Daphne
Female, 1 year old,

Shorthair, Tortoiseshell.

SPONSORED BY:

JEFFERY TORRICE

To adopt this cat
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

(313) 881-0200

Chopper
Male, 3 years old,

Redness Pitbull, Red, 55 lbs.

SPONSORED BY:

JEFFERY TORRICE

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

(313) 881-0200

Abby
Female, 1 year old, American 

Bulldog Mix, White/Black, 45 lbs.
To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

(586) 775-2441
bobdowneyplumbing.com

Sydney
Female, 6 years old, Border

Collie Mix, Black/White, 45 lbs.
To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

(586) 775-2441
bobdowneyplumbing.com

Animals available for adoption at

GROSSE POINTE
ANIMAL ADOPTION 
SOCIETY 
20542 Harper (at Lennon) in Harper Woods  
(313) 884-1551  • www.gpaas.org

Male, 4 years old,
Pitbull Terrier Mix, Gray/White, 

45 lbs.

By Grosse Pointe News Staff

 ets are beloved members 
of the family. They provide 
unconditional love and com-
panionship for many years and 
become integral to the lives of 
the people and families they 
join. When a pet goes missing, 
it can be devastating and their 
loving guardians want to bring 
their companion animals home 
to safety as soon as possible.

The ASPCA indicates that 
around one in three pets will go 
missing in their lifetimes. Lost 
Pet Research & Recovery and 
PurringPal indicate that at least 
14 percent of dog owners lose 

while 15 percent of cat owners 
will experience a lost pet. 

While Lost Pet Research & 
Recovery says only 6 percent of 
dogs are not recovered, a much 
larger percentage of cats (34) 
are never found. 

But there is preventative 
help. Pet owners can take cer-
tain steps to recover their furry 
friends quickly.

The following actions may 

prevent the heartache and 
stress a missing pet can bring. 
Train your dog

Well-trained dogs who re-
spond well to basic commands 
like “sit,” “stay” and “come” 
may be recovered more easily. 
That’s because simply calling 
for your dog — who may not 
have ventured too far — is the 
simplest way to have him or 
her return to you immediately. 
Also, anyone else who comes 
across your dog can offer sim-
ple commands to sit and stay so 
the dog can be safely leashed 
until you can claim him.

-
cation a pet has, the better the 
chances for recovery. While a 
collar with ID tags is essential, 

microchipping is an additional 
safeguard. Be sure to routinely 
update the microchip database 
or tags with your current phone 
number and address.

Don’t waste hours or days 
waiting for a pet to return home. 
The sooner you begin searching 
the area, the better the odds of 

-
mediate area right outside your 
home and branch out from there. 
Check nearby areas familiar to 
your pets, like parks and friendly 
neighbors’ yards.

For cats, putting their litterbox 
on the porch can help trigger a 
return.

Pets may become frightened of 
noises or escape homes to chase 

other animals. Look for places 
the pet may become trapped, 
such as in basements or garag-
es. Other places to look include 
under vehicles. Pets may hide 
during the day, so return to ar-
eas at night. Bring along a toy or 
treat that may lure the pet out of 
hiding.

Promptly post a photo of your 
pet on platforms like Facebook, 

-
ly designated for your commu-
nity or exclusively for lost pets. 
It sometimes takes a village to 
coordinate recovery of an animal 
wandering your neighborhood, 
and caring people near you can 
be local heroes.

Pets can be picked up and 
brought to animal welfare organi-

zations or even law enforcement 
agencies. Pets that are wearing 
tags or are microchipped may 

-

sit unless the owner comes to 
recover the pet. Check shelters 
every two days.

Pets can be registered with the 
microchipping service AKC Re-
unite. Pet owners can call 800-252-
7894 to let the service know their 
pet is lost and to enable an opera-
tor to create a “Lost Pet Alert.”

Place ads in local newspapers 
and offer a reward. Also check 
found animal ads that may be 
close to your pet’s description.

Sometimes we just can’t help 
it and a frisky dog or curious cat 
gets away from our loving arms. 
With fast action and smart ad-
vanced planning, they can often 
be recovered safely.

Keep your furry companions safely at home
Take action before and after a pet gets away with community and technology

P

Adopt Peta Every pet deserves a home.
GROSSE POINTE ANIMAL ADOPTION SOCIETY • gpaas.org

SCASCASCASCASCASCAAASCACASCAMPMPMPMPMPMMPM



SECTION B2 ◆ GROSSE POINTE NEWS ◆ NOVEMBER 21, 2024

HEALTH

Lexi Janas wasn’t sure 
the path she wanted to 
take when she was in ele-
mentary and middle 
school, but by the time 
she hit high school, she 
realized medicine was 
her calling.

“Growing up, my mom 
would come home with 
all these wild stories,” 
she recalled. “We would 
sit at the kitchen table 
and I’d say, ‘Tell me 

about your day.’”
Her mother, Meredith 

Janas, has been a fi xture 
at Corewell Health 
Beaumont Grosse Pointe 
Hospital for 34 years.

“I started here right out 
of high school as an aide 
and never left,” she said. 
“I like to care for people. 
I fi nd it challenging and I 
hope I make a differ-
ence.”

Meredith Janas’s infl u-
ence over her daughter 
led Lexi into the same 
fi eld.

“I think I always 
wanted to go into nurs-
ing, but never admitted it 
to myself,” Lexi Janas 
said. “When I was more 
mature, I realized I 
always wanted to be like 
my mom.”

Lexi Janas, who also 
started as an aide at the 
hospital, graduated from 
the University of Toledo 
in August. When she was 
applying for a nursing 
job, she jumped at the 
chance to apply at 
Corewell but kept it a 

secret from her mom.
“When I got an email 

about an interview, I had 
to tell her,” Lexi Janas 
said. 

“… With this unit, I’ve 
kind of grown up with 
them,” she added. “The 
nurses will say, ‘I remem-
ber when you were born.’ 
The majority of the 
nurses have stayed here 
their whole careers, 
because of the camarade-
rie, the environment, the 
teamwork. That drew me 
— the family-oriented 
environment. Having 
people having your back 
is everything.”

Both mother and 
daughter work in the crit-
ical care unit at Corewell 
Grosse Pointe. They both 
said the staff there is like 
family.

Finding out her daugh-
ter was going to join the 
nursing staff in her unit 
was exciting for Meredith 
Janas.

“I love where I work 
and I love my cowork-
ers,” she said. “I wanted 
Lexi to have a positive 
first experience as an 
RN. I knew she’d get it 
here.”

Because Meredith 
Janas is a charge nurse, 
technically the two can’t 
work together.

“I would be considered 
her supervisor,” Meredith 
Janas explained. 

To which Lexi Janas 
replied, “She is; she’s my 
mom.”

While the newcomer 
works nights, her mother 
is on days; however, their 
shifts do cross over when 
reports are handed off.

“We work in the same 

unit, so we know all the 
same people,” Meredith 
Janas said. “We share 
stories at home. My hus-
band gets grossed out so 
easily.”

Added Lexi Janas, “The 
best part is being able to 
bond over it. I see her 
handwriting all over the 
unit.”

Nursing isn’t the only 
mother-daughter bond 
the duo share. The 
Chesterfield Township 
residents also enjoy 
going for walks and 
w a t c h i n g  “ H o u s e 
Hunters” together. Lexi 
Janas said she looks for-
ward to joining the unit’s 
book club and, “once I 
get into my routine, we’ll 

volunteer together at an 
animal shelter.”

“I couldn’t be any more 
proud of her,” Meredith 
Janas said. “When she 
passed her boards, that 
was one of the proudest 
moments in my life.”

Added Lexi Janas, “I’ve 
never seen her cry so 
hard.

“If I could be half the 
nurse she is, I’d consider 
myself a good nurse,” she 
added. “She is so ambi-
tious and empowering. 
She can facilitate so 
much within the unit. I 
ask her questions and 
she can explain it all so 
well. I want to be follow-
ing in her footsteps in 
everything.”

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Mother, daughter nurses 
cover same unit at Corewell GP

Following in her footsteps

The mother-daughter duo work in the same unit, but not on the same shift.

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

Lexi and Meredith Janas recently became cowork-
ers after Lexi was hired at Corewell Health 
Beaumont Grosse Pointe Hospital, where her mom 
has worked for 34 years.

When Eastland Mall was slated to be torn down, 
the hospital was contacted to assist with fi nding a 
new home for the Marshall Fredericks’ historic and 
beloved sculptures: “Lion and the Mouse” and 
“Hippo.” The folks at Ascension St. John Hospital 
worked for some time to fi nd the right placement on 
campus. 

Many philanthropic supporters brought the sculp-
tures’ new home to life in the hospital’s courtyard for 
patients, visitors and associates to enjoy. Hospital 
administrators said it is an honor to share in the 
preservation of these historic sculptures, which were 
formally installed Friday, Sept. 6, during an outdoor 
reception that included remarks from Megan 
McAdow, director of the Marshall M. Fredericks 
Sculpture Museum.

New home

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

The mouse perched on the lion’s paw.

“Lion and the 
Mouse” are set-
tled at their 
new home, the 
Ascension St. 
John Hospital 
courtyard.

From left, Chief Medical Offi cer Dr. Keith Bellovich, CEO and Regional President Dr. Kevin 
Grady and Executive Assistant/Project Management Lisa Caradonna.

1 KERCHEVAL AVE, GROSSE POINTE FARMS1 KERCHEVAL AVE, GROSSE POINTE FARMS

319-5679319-5679

MARYMARY
AUBREY-ROGERSAUBREY-ROGERS
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As fl u season takes 
ho ld ,  emergency 
departments — more 
commonly known as 
emergency rooms — 
are seeing more 
patients. While minor 
symptoms can often be 
handled at home or at 
urgent care, some-
times a trip to the ER is 
the safest option. We 
spoke with Glen Clark, 
M.D.,  CHIEF OF 
EMERGENCY MEDI-
CINE at Corewell 
Heal th Beaumont 
Grosse Pointe Hospital, for his insights 
on when to come in and what to expect. 

“Flu season is October through May, 
and during this time, we see higher vol-
umes of patients,” Clark said. “For mild 
symptoms like a sore throat, low fever 
or cough, home care or urgent care is 
usually fi ne. But if symptoms are more 
serious — chest pain, trouble breathing 
or sudden weakness, for example — we 
encourage you to come to the ER right 
away.” 

The ER is equipped for a wide range 
of conditions. 

“We’re a Primary Stroke Center, 
which means we’re specially certifi ed to 
provide fast, effective stroke treatment,” 
Clark said. “We also handle heart 
attacks, with a team trained in cardiac 
catheterization to quickly open blocked 

arteries. We’ve received 
multiple awards from 
Corazon and the BCBS 
of Michigan Cardio-
vascular Consortium 
for outstanding cardio-
vascular care and out-
comes.”  

The hospital is a 
Level 3 trauma center, 
which means it is 
equipped to treat a 
variety of injuries and 
traumas, from broken 
bones to complex 
wounds. 

When people arrive 
at the emergency department, they are 
seen by a triage nurse who will assess 
the urgency of their symptoms. They 
might start labs or other tests so that 
when a doctor sees the patient they 
already have some helpful informa-
tion. 

“We do our best to see everyone 
quickly,” Clark said. “But people with 
life-threatening symptoms are priori-
tized.” 

While urgent care centers are excel-
lent for less severe symptoms, the ER is 
best for serious concerns. 

Clark explained. “We’re here to give 
you the reassurance and support you 
need during fl u season and beyond.”  

Corewell Health Beaumont Grosse 
Pointe Hospital is located at 468 Cadieux 
Rd. in the City of Grosse Pointe.

Flu season tips: 
When to visit the 
emergency room

Glen Clark, M.D.

This Black Friday 
weekend, Hand and 
Stone Massage and 
Facial Spa is featuring a 
special buy-one-get-one 
gift card sale to kick off 
the holiday season.

“This is actually the 
best gift card sale of the 
entire year,” said January 
Thomas, franchisee of 
the St. Clair Shores loca-
tion. 

Whether to treat your-
self or those on your gift 
list, non-members who 
purchase a gift card for 
$129.95 — the cost of a 
one-hour massage or 
facial — will get a second 
gift card of the same 
value for free. 

Members get an even 
more exclusive deal. By 
purchasing two gift cards 
each worth $79.95 — the 
member price for a one-
hour service — they 
receive a third card of the 
same value for free.

“We will be offering 
this in-store-only promo-
tion until Nov. 30,” 
Thomas said.

Formerly Massage 
Green, Hand and Stone 
Massage remains in the 
same location at 21920 
Greater Mack Ave., St. 
Clair Shores. It continues 
its prior offerings, but 
with a variety of addi-
tional services.

“Behind the scenes, we 
have a lot of the same 
staff and the concept is 
pretty similar,” Thomas 

said. “But we do a lot 
more with skincare and 
waxing now than we did 
before and we incorpo-
rated a lot of different 
enhancements you can 
add to your massages.”

These include the sig-
nature Himalayan Salt 
Stone Massage, which 
makes use of 84 naturally 
occurring essential min-
erals in the salt stones, as 
well as a Cold Stone Face 
Massage.

“You would think you 
wouldn’t like the cold, 
but it’s so soothing, so 
relaxing and really good 
for headaches,” Thomas 
noted. 

Hand and Stone’s 
offerings also incorpo-

rate skincare lines, 
IMAGE and Dermalogica.

“They have so many 
options and enhance-
ments and upgrades and 
new tricks up their sleeve 
if you’re looking for 
hydration or anti-aging 
or soothing red rosacea 
skin,” Thomas explained. 
“These two lines are 
really fantastic.”

Hours at Hand and 
Stone Massage and 
Facial Spa are 9 a.m. to 9 
p.m. Monday through 
Friday, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Saturday and 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m Sunday. 

Book an appointment 
at handandstonestclair
shores.com or by calling 
(586) 863-4580.

Black Friday BOGO deal 
for massages and facials

ST. CLAIR SHORES
586-777-7030

21920 GREATER MACK AVENUE

HANDANDSTONESTCLAIRSHORES.COM

*IN-STORE ONLY. Offer valid 12/2/2024-12/31/2024. Free Promotional one-hour Massage or Facial gift card with purchase of guest-
priced spa package valued at $200 or more. Limit 2 per customer. Not valid with purchase of cash denomination or waxing gift 
cards. Not valid towards introductory offers. Not valid online. Free Promotional gift card valid at issuing location only and expires one 
year from issue. Rates and services may vary by location. Offers may not be combined. Sessions include time for consultation and 

dressing. Independently Owned & Operated. ©2024 Hand & Stone Corp.

Give the gift
of results

G I F T  &  G L O W

I N - S T O R E  O N LY

Free Massage or
Facial Gift Card
WITH SPA PACKAGE PURCHASE*
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Together we can®...  
Build stronger, healthier communities.  

Make an impact in the lives of people we serve.  
Improve health. Instill humanity. Inspire hope.

corewellhealth.org

We’re 
never done  

making 
health care 

better.
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At Hackett Homecare, 
clients always receive top-
of-the-l ine service. 
Hackett has core values of 
trust, honesty, integrity 
and compassion. Their 
slogan, “Our family, car-
ing for yours,” demon-
strates the personal touch 
clients will receive. 

Founder and owner 
John Hackett is a Grosse 
Pointe Farms native who 
grew up in the Grosse 
Pointes. John has a 
Bachelor of Science 
degree in Nursing – BSN. 
After playing professional 
baseball he moved back to 
Grosse Pointe and raised 
his family here. He has 
worked in the medical 
fi eld his entire life. 

The business, Hackett 
Homecare, began as he 
took care of his own par-
ents, who struggled with 
i ssues  re la ted  to 
P a r k i n s o n ’ s  a n d 
Alzheimer’s disease. He 
decided to create a homec-
are business for other 
elderly people like his par-
ents. 

“I knew that I could help 
a lot of people in their later 
years providing them with 
an extremely high quality 
of care along with loving, 
compassionate and hon-
est caregivers,” he said.

Hackett Homecare spe-
cializes in companion 
care, personal care, 
Alzheimer’s/dementia and 
Parkinson’s care, trau-
matic brain injury, ALS 
and catastrophic injury 
care.

“If you or a loved one is 
growing increasingly 
dependent on others with 
everyday activities,” the 

company’s brochure says, 
“Hackett Homecare can 
help regain and restore 
your quality of life.”

“I’m just very blessed to 
have some outstanding 
caregivers who are hard-
working, loving and car-
ing and that’s what makes 
it work seamlessly,” he 
said. 

Many of his caregivers 
have been with him for 
15-plus years and embody 
the company’s core val-
ues. They are the best, the 
heartbeat of the company 
and the reason why the 
company has had success. 
Robyn, Megan, Crystal, 
Jeff, Sheryl, Cathy, Tracy, 
Roberta, Kathleen, Jenn, 
Pam, Jose, Necole, 
Natalie, Juanita, Sue, 
Jamika, Allison and John 
are some of the phenom-
enal caregivers that make 
up Hackett Homecare. His 
staff consists of registered 
nurses (RNs), certified 
nursing assistants (CNAs) 
and companion aids, and 
provide care from a few 
hours at a time to 24/7 
around-the-clock care. 

“Robyn is one of the 
kindest and most loving 
individuals there is with a 
heart of gold and has a 

passion to help seniors. 
Megan provides a wealth 
of knowledge with her RN 
care and is a leader in the 
industry. They work tire-
lessly to make sure every-
thing runs smoothly.”

Above all, Hackett 
prides himself on the 
depth and quality of ser-
vice the company pro-
vides, which sets them 
apart. Hackett states, “I 
wouldn’t place a caregiver 
into any client’s home 
unless I felt comfortable 
enough to have them in 
my parents’ home. Having 
caregivers for my own 
parents, I completely 
understand the impor-
tance of going the extra 
mile to only hire high-
quality caregivers who 
have a passion for caring 
for those in need. If they 
don’t meet the most strin-
gent qualities, we will not 
place them in any client’s 
home. We are so blessed 
and I don’t take that for 
granted.”

To learn more, visit 
HackettHomecare.com or 
email HackettHomecare@
gmail.com. To schedule a 
free consultation, call 
John Hackett at (313) 319-
8050.

Hackett Homecare: 
‘Our family caring for your family’

As the holiday sea-
son approaches, Dr. 
Richard Ferrara and 
Dr. Katie Caretti of The 
Skin & Laser Center at 
Ferrara Dermatology 
are excited to share 
updates on the latest 
advancements in neu-
romodulators and fi ll-
ers, offering patients 
fresh options for look-
ing their best this sea-
son. These minimally 
invasive treatments 
have become increas-
ingly refined, with 
recent FDA approvals 
expanding the range of 
on-label applications, 
making  cosmet ic 
enhancements safer, 
more precise and tai-
lored to individual 
needs. 

According to Dr. 
Ferrara and Dr. Caretti, 
Botox remains the 
leader in the neuro-
modulator category 
and its reach is contin-
ually growing with 
new FDA-approved 
areas. Botox is now 
approved to treat 
crow’s feet, forehead 
lines, frown lines and, 
most recently, the pla-
tysma muscle, which is 
responsible for vertical 
lines in the neck. Although doctors 
have been treating neck lines with 
Botox for years, this latest FDA 
approval provides studied guidelines 
and adds credibility to its impact, 
ensuring patients receive safer, more 
effective results while targeting this 
area. 

When it comes to fi llers, different 
products are formulated with specifi c 
characteristics, or “personalities,” that 

suit distinct areas of 
the  face ,  g iv ing 
patients the benefi t of 
a  c u s t o m i z e d 
approach. The latest 
approvals bring even 
more options to the 
table. Voluma, which 
p r e v i o u s l y  w a s 
approved for use in 
the mid-face, chin and 
cheeks, now has been 
approved for the tem-
ples. Treating the tem-
ples is an effective way 
to add volume to areas 
that tend to lose full-
ness with age, result-
ing in a more youthful 
appearance. 

Additionally, Volux, 
a newer filler, is 
designed specifically 
to add defi nition along 
the jawline. With a 
fi rmer texture than tra-
ditional fi llers, Volux 
holds its shape well, 
offering structure and 
contour for patients 
seeking a more defi ned 
jaw. 

With these advance-
ments in FDA-approved 
neuromodulators and 
fillers, patients have 
access to a growing 
range of safe, scientifi -
cally backed options 
that meet their unique 

aesthetic goals. There is no “one-size-
fi ts-all” approach in cosmetic treat-
ment and the anatomy and needs of 
each individual are central to selecting 
the appropriate product. Dr. Ferrara 
and Dr. Caretti are dedicated to help-
ing each patient fi nd the best solution, 
offering personalized care that 
enhances natural beauty through these 
expanded, innovative treatment 
options. 

Fresh options 
ahead of the holidays

Dr. Richard Ferrara

Dr. Katie Caretti
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Companion Care

Personal Care

Alzheimer’s/Parkinson’s/ 
Dementia Care

Catastrophic Injury

313-319-8050
HackettHomecare@gmail.com

Lifelong Grosse Pointe Resident 
John Hackett

hacketthomecare.com

Our  Fami ly ,
Car ing  for  Yours
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Assumption Cultural Center’s 29th annual Senior Expo drew more than 1,500 seniors, their families and 
caregivers to the free event. The Senior Expo, a day for senior wellness, recreation and resource informa-
tion, took place Thursday, Oct. 17, and included more than 50 exhibitors, workshops, health screenings, a 
complimentary lunch by Henry Ford Health, raffles and giveaways and a keynote address by WDIV-TV an-
chor Devin Scillian, who also performed with his band, Arizona Son. Pictured, from left, are Senior Expo 
Committee members Rachel Nagorsen, Kelli Lipinski, Olga Cardasis, Michelle Curtis, Joan De Ronne, 
Terri Murphy, Scillian, Karen Adair, Dr. Sarah McGhie, Dr. Kenneth Hamilton, Frank Tassone, Maggie 
Jackson, Heidi Uhlig-Johnstone and Julie Yonkus.

Senior Expo success
COURTESY PHOTO

Grosse Pointe Sunrise Rotary Club President 
Sandra Cobb, right, stands with guest speaker 
Latresa Rice, of Operation Youth Uplift, during the 
club’s Oct. 15 meeting. Rice explained the organiza-
tion’s current charitable focus — creating card kits 
for hospitalized children. The gifts, distributed dur-
ing the holidays, consist of construction paper, cray-
ons, stickers and a stuffed animal. Young patients 
often are separated from loved ones during their 
hospital stay and the gifts serve as a reminder that 
others care about them and encourage them to con-
tinue the work to get better. Grosse Pointe Sunrise 
Rotary Club members extend an open invitation to 
residents to join their Tuesday breakfast and pre-
sentations at 7 a.m. at Ford House. For more infor-
mation, email dennis.rotary1591@gmail.com.

PHOTO COURTESY OF BOB GRAMBO

Operation Youth Uplift

PACE Southeast Michigan 
recently announced President and 
CEO Mary Naber, a resident of 
Grosse Pointe Park, was named a 
2024 Notable Leader in Health Care 
by Crain’s Detroit Business. 

Naber’s team nominated her for 
the award because of her clear pas-
sion for improving the lives of older 
adults through physical, mental 
and spiritual healthcare. During the 
10 years she has been president 
and CEO, the nonprofi t has added 
multiple new centers and been 
named a Detroit Free Press Top 
Workplace six times. Prior to 
PACE, Naber’s diverse leadership 

experience includes 33 years with a 
major healthcare system. 

“We’re successful in providing 
quality care to seniors because of 
Mary’s unwavering commitment to 
her employees and the well-being 
of our community’s older adults,” 
said Laurie Arora, vice president of 
public affairs, philanthropy and 
organizational development for 
PACE Southeast Michigan.

Crain’s Notable Leaders in Health 
Care issue recognizes top health-
care professionals in Michigan who 
have bettered or expanded their 
fi eld. The 2024 class was announced 
Monday, Oct. 21. Additionally, the 

National PACE Association named 
Naber the 2024 recipient of the 
National PACE Association Judy 
Baskins Volunteer Leadership 
Award. Recipients create positive 
change and advocate for the people 
served by PACE.

“I have been humbled by the rec-
ognition from Crain’s and the 
National PACE Association, and I 
share this honor with the PACE 
SEMI team,” Naber said. “I truly 
believe the PACE model of physi-
cal, emotional and spiritual care for 
seniors changes lives. It’s an honor 
to wake up and do this work every 
day.”

PACE CEO recognized as Notable Leader in Health Care by Crain’s
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1525 Highland Roadd, Suite 1411
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(313) 884-3380  Fax (313) 884-9756
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Lindsay Renkiewwwicz, PAA--CCC, PA-CLinLiLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL

A Grosse Pointe Woods native has joined the 
ranks at Corewell Health in Grosse Pointe. 
Dr. Hakim, a gastroenterologist, has returned 
to the very hospital where his mother passed 
away from colon cancer 15 years ago, 

profound loss.

Dr. Hakim’s approach to care is one of prevention and education. 
As a gastroenterologist, he emphasizes the importance of early 
screenings starting at age 45, particularly for colon cancer 

team of skilled physicians, Dr. Taha and Dr. Whitmer, at Corewell 
Health, where his personal commitment to patient care aligns 
with the hospital’s values of compassion and excellence.

Christopher Hakim, M.D. 
25631 Little Mack Ave.
Suite 205

112124
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CONVENIENT INDOOR PICK UP
NEW AND USED 

HOME OR BUSINESS DELIVERY

ROY O’BRIEN

LIFETIME GROSSE POINTE RESIDENT

SUZANNE STERR CLEM
New & Used Cars & Trucks

586-776-7600
Direct: 586-601-1401

SCLEM@ROYOBRIEN.COM

11
21
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MEET SANTA CLAUS ON OUR LIGHTED WALK

1 100 LAKE SHORE ROAD

GROSSE P OINTE SHORES,  MI  48236

313-884-4222

WWW.FORDHOUSE.ORG
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24

The Grosse Pointe 
Chamber of Commerce 
will lean into green this 
year as it celebrates The 
Grinch during the annual 
Santa Claus Parade.

“Last year, The Grinch 
made an appearance at 
the Santa Claus Parade 
and tried to steal 
Christmas,” said Abigail 
Turnbull, chamber mem-
bership and events coor-
dinator. “To make a 
statement, we decided to 
go all in on embracing 
The Grinch and will wel-
come him with lots of 
Grinchery in the parade. 
Our friends at Davey 
Tree Expert Co., are 
helping us as they’re 
bringing lots of Whos 
and many other sponsors 
and groups will be 
spreading holiday cheer 
while being a little 
green.”

Spectators of all ages 
are invited to line 
Kercheval, from Lewiston 
in Grosse Pointe Farms 
to Cadieux in the City of 
Grosse Pointe, to watch 
new and returning 
parade favorites pass by. 
The fun starts at 10 a.m. 
Friday, Nov. 29.

“We’re looking for-
ward to welcoming back 
several crowd-favorite 
marching bands, the 
Ghostbusters and, of 
course, Santa Claus,” 
Turnbull said. “This year, 
we’re excited to have 
more characters involved 
in the parade that will 
engage the crowd with 
gifts. This theme has 
been fully embraced by 
so many participating 
groups and we’re excited 
to see it all come together.

“We’re also excited for 
some new fl oats that will 
be part of the parade, 
f rom The  Parade 
Company,” she added. 
“It’ll be fun for everyone 
to see some local monu-
ments on display in the 
parade.”

Adding to the excite-
ment this year is a scav-
enger hunt, which also 
features The Grinch.

“To keep with the 
theme of the parade and 
encourage foot traffi c to 
our local businesses 
throughout the holiday 
season, there will be a 
Grinch scavenger hunt 
that will kick off with the 
Santa Claus Parade,” 
Turnbull said. “These 
participants will be 
throughout the Pointes 

and maps will be avail-
able to track down all of 
the Grinches in our own 
little Whoville. Maps will 
be available at the cham-
ber in our literature box 
and will also be online.”

Businesses that wish to 
be added to the scaven-
ger hunt list still have 
time to sign up. For a 
small fee, businesses can 
choose from three Grinch 
props to display for the 
hunt. 

Email info@grossep-
ointechamber.com to 
sign up.

The chamber extended 
its thanks to the many 
parade sponsors who 
make the event possible.

“Their contributions 
not only ensured that this 
beloved holiday tradition 

continues, but also 
allowed us to create an 
unforgettable experience 
for families and children 
in our community,” 
Chamber President 
Jennifer Boettcher said. 
“From the stunning fl oats 

to the festive music, their 
support plays a crucial 
role in spreading joy and 
cheer during the holiday 
season.”

Boettcher encouraged 
one and all to make their 
way to the parade, to 

help usher in the 
Christmas season.

“Get ready to jingle all 
the way, because Santa 
Claus is making his 
grand entrance at the 
Grosse Pointe Santa 
Claus Parade,” she said. 
“This festive extrava-
ganza is a beloved tradi-
tion in the community, 
bringing joy and cheer to 
all. From marching bands 
playing merry tunes to 
fl oats decked out in glit-
tering lights, this parade 
has everything you need 
to get into the holiday 
spirit. And of course, the 
star of the show is jolly 
old St. Nick himself, 
arriving in style on his 
sleigh. So grab your hot 
cocoa, dust off your 
Santa hat and get ready 
for a holly jolly good time 
as Santa Claus comes to 
town in the Grosse Pointe 
Santa Claus Parade!”

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Annual Santa Claus Parade 
returns to Kercheval Nov. 29

COURTESY PHOTOS

A sample of the props 
available for use during 
the scavenger hunt.

Riding autumn waves
Right around dusk Wednesday, Nov. 13, an adventurous man in a full wet suit 
took advantage of the windy conditions that really got the waves churning. He 
hopped onto his surfboard and headed out into Lake St. Clair, just north of Pier 
Park in Grosse Pointe Farms, to ride the waves.

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT



And just like that, out 
with the ghosts and ghouls, 
in with Turkey Day gobble. 

Over the years, my 
Thanksgiving traditions and 
attire certainly have evolved. 
From cute outfits as kids, 
mom begging for “some-
thing presentable” as teens, 

comfy “cooking for hours” 
sets as young adults and, 
now, Lions gear, stadium hot 
pretzels, power hour drinks 
and some form of post-game 
dinner. Maybe turkey, 
maybe not. 

Restaurants over the years 
also have evolved. Once 

upon a time, Thanksgiving 
dinner was prepared at home, 
over the course of days, from 
beginning to end. It was 
cooked all day until the ther-
mometer popped and con-
sumed in less than 20 minutes, 
followed by a nap and an hour 
of clean up.

Now, there are options: 
dine in and carryout, fabulous 
desserts made without error, 
easy reheat and fast cleanup. 

Around town, reserva-
tions can be made for your 
feast at places like Gilbert’s 
Lodge ,  Waves  and 
Fishbones. Gilbert’s is 
kicking off the holiday on 
T h a n k s g i v i n g  E v e , 
Wednesday night, with 

food and drink specials 
and live music.

Thanksgiving feasts run 
11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Thursday, 
with reservations only. 
They’re likely fi lled already, 
but cancellations are 
always expected, so it’s def-
initely worth a phone call. 

Over on the Nautical Mile, 
Waves is offering an exten-
sive Thanksgiving Day 
menu with favorites from 
their main sprinkled in. 
Reservations are required 
with times ranging from 
noon to 6 p.m. and plenty of 
seating is available. 
Fishbones is offering its reg-
ular dine-in menu, as well as 
a classic Thanksgiving din-

ner with all the fixings. 
Reservations are recom-
mended, especially if you’re 
there for the turkey. Savor 
those dinner rolls while 
you’re at it. I’ve literally 
ordered just those for pickup 

on holidays and served them 
at home.

Carryout feasts are avail-
able at some excellent loca-
tions as well. Cutoff for 
orders at Ferlito’s is today, 
Nov. 21, so put the paper 
down, close your screen 
and call now to place your 
order for pickup. This is an 
excellent option that comes 
with reheating instructions 
to guarantee perfection. 

Dish Detroit on Mack has 
a delicious menu, featuring 
roasted Miller’s Amish tur-
key, two different stuffi ngs, 
green bean almondine and 
other delicious sides — and 
desserts too.

Individual dinners, a la 
carte pans and family pans 
are available. They’ve got 
“whatever your Thanksgiving 
heart desires,” as their adver-
tisement states. Cutoff for 
ordering is Nov. 25, with 
pickup on Thanksgiving day 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Over in Harrison 
Township on Jefferson, 
Jefferson Street Pub has 
half- and full-tray options of 
all things Thanksgiving, 
with portions that can serve 
eight to 20 people. The cutoff 
for orders is tomorrow, Nov. 
22, and pickup orders will be 
ready to reheat and serve. 

Are you a guest at some-
one else’s table? You can’t 
show up empty handed. 
Cheese Shoppe has amaz-
ing holiday board options 
with cheeses, meats, rel-
ishes and crackers to please 
any crowd while stress-
snacking during the game. 

DEAR ANNIE: Last 
week, my good friend 
“Jess” called me at 6 a.m. to 
ask if I could drive her to an 
appointment that same 
morning, even though I 
had to be at work by 8. This 
kind of last-minute favor is 
becoming a pattern. I’ve 
been tempted to say no, but 
she will always guilt me 
with something like, 
“You’re the only one I can 
count on!”

I really do value our 
friendship, but I feel 
drained by her constant 
needs. How can I let her 
know I need some fi rmer 
boundaries without mak-

ing her feel like I’m aban-
doning her? — Feeling 
Drained 

D E A R  F E E L I N G 
DRAINED: You’re going 
to have to do what you’ve 
been avoiding: say no.

Tell her you want to be 
there for her, but you sim-
ply don’t have the time or 
energy to drop everything 
at a moment’s notice. It 
might be awkward at fi rst, 
but a true friend will 
respect your limits. 

DEAR ANNIE: I have 
been married to my hus-
band for well over three 

decades. We have two 
sons, one in his early 30s 
and the other in his early 
20s. My husband “Gus” 
hates his sons with every 
fiber of his being. Gus 
destroyed their childhood 
by wanting nothing to do 
with them. To this day, 
Gus ignores them or does 
whatever he can to hurt 
their feelings. 

I am at a point where I 
can’t take it any longer. 
My oldest has moved out 
and created a good life 
for himself. My youngest 
is still at home and des-
perately wants a relation-
ship with his dad. What 

would make a man hate 
his sons so much? My 
husband will absolutely 
not go to counseling as he 
doesn’t think this is a 
problem. Please offer 
some advice. My heart 
can’t take much more. — 
Broken Hearted Mom

DEAR  BROKEN 
HEARTED MOM: In addi-
tion to the way he treats 
your boys, your letter 
also begs the question -- 
how does Gus treat you? 
Without his cooperation 
or openness to improving 
his relationships with his 
sons, I’m afraid we’ll 

never truly know the 
underlying reasons for 
your husband’s lack of 
love or paternal instinct. 

Instead of trying to 
force Gus into being the 
father your sons deserve 
and likely disappointing 
them even more, focus on 
making sure they know 
how much you love and 
support them, especially 
your youngest still under 
your roof. I strongly sug-

gest counseling, for your-
self and your kids, to 
help you all start to heal 
from this unfortunate 
trauma and learn how to 
create boundaries that 
protect you from Gus’ 
emotional abuse.

Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2024 
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GROSSE POINTEGROSSE POINTEGabbyGabby Pointing you in Pointing you in 

the right the right 

direction with direction with 

real-life advice!real-life advice!

Dear Gabby: I’m host-
ing Thanksgiving for the 
first time this year and 
I’m completely freaking 
out. How do I make sure 
e v e r y t h i n g  r u n s 
smoothly? I am afraid my 
in-laws will think I’m 
incompetent. — First 
timer in the Farms

Dear First Timer,

First of all, congrats on 
taking the hosting plunge. 
Hosting Thanksgiving can 
be like running an Olympic 
event: You don’t have to 

win the gold medal, but 
you have to fi nish the race. 

Start by prepping as 
much as humanly possi-
ble in the days leading up 
to the event. You can set 
your table weeks in 
advance and keep adding 
to it in the days leading 
up. You can chop and 
bake ahead of time, too, 
in the comfort of your 
kitchen without the 
crowd of onlookers.

Keep your menu 
extremely simple, avoid 
anything complicated and 
err on the side of too much 

food rather than not 
enough. 

Finally, take your rela-
tives up on offers to bring 
side dishes, desserts, rolls 
and wine. For the most 
part, your guests are 
thrilled to not be hosting 
themselves and want to 
help out.

— Gabby

We love problem-solving 
and giving advice! Please 
send us your questions & 
problems to advice@
grossepointenews.com.

Help! My first time hosting Thanksgiving!

Dear Annie
by Annie Lane

Food Gossip
by Nina Taormina

 COURTESY PHOTO

Thankful Thanksgiving

When friendly favors go to far

Get Three Shows on Friday or Saturday evenings for only 
$25/show with our Black Friday special. This mini-flex 

package is only $80 (including $5 service fee) and allows 
the guest to select the dates they prefer. Grosse Pointe 

Theatre can provide a gift certificate if requested.

(Recipients are entitled to free exchanges to any

Friday or Saturday evening performance.)

Scan to buy your tickets today!
Tickets at gpt.org/blackfriday or call 313-881-4004

Grosse Pointe Theatre

315 Fisher Rd, Grosse Pointe, MI 48230

BUT HURRY!This special is onlyavailable atgpt.org/blackfridaythroughDecember 24 at 5 p.m.

G R O S S E  P O I N T E  T H E AT R E ’ S

BLACK FRIDAY
TICKET SALE  STARTS NOW!

The Perfect Holiday Gift - the gift of Live Entertainment!

112124 See  FOOD, page 5C



T h e  s a l a d  a t 
Thanksgiving dinner is 
always an afterthought. 
It’s the one side that you 
feel obligated to offer 
and delegate out because 
you’d feel guilty if it 
w a s n ’ t  p r o v i d e d . 
Something fresh to 
accompany all of the 
heavy weight favorites is 
necessary for balance. 
Because of this, it’s 
always lacking that spe-
cial something. Here is a 
recipe that is fi t to serve. 

This Thanksgiving 
salad is packed with 
crunch, different tex-
tures and can sit while 
everyone is standing 
around waiting for the 
turkey to be carved. 

Brussel sprouts are the 
base along with arugula 
so you don’t have to 
worry about it getting 
soggy too fast. However, 
if you do make this 
ahead, wait on adding 
the dressing until about a 
half hour until serving 
time. I roasted off butter-
nut squash in cumin and 
just a hint of cinnamon 
for spice. Creamy goat 
cheese is added along 
with toasted pumpkin 
seeds. A homemade 
salad dressing always 
tastes best and this 
maple, mustard balsamic 
dressing is the perfect 
thing to tie all the ingre-
dients together.

Pomegranate seeds 

are becoming a staple in 
my house. I’ve been put-
ting them in everything. 
They are beautiful, jew-
eled bursts of tart and 
sweet juice. Don’t be 
intimidated by buying a 
whole one. They come 
out much better if you 
seed them yourself. 
Simply cut the pome-
granate in half at its equa-
tor. Over a bowl, grip one 
half with the seed side 
down and smack the 
outer rind with a heavy 
spoon. The seeds fall 
right out.

To remove any white 
pith that has fallen in the 
bowl, add water and the 
white will fl oat to the top. 
I like to reserve some 
extra seats for garnish 
when plating. 

If you are in charge of 
the salad this year, try 
this recipe out. I promise 
it will be a memorable 
addition to your plate. 

Cheers, Mombeau

Brussel Sprout and 
Arugula Salad with 
Butternut Squash 

(Serves 8-10)

1 small butternut 
squash, peeled and diced 
to ½ inch cubes

2 tbsp olive oil

1 tsp salt

1 tsp cumin

½ tsp pepper

¼ tsp cinnamon

4 cups shredded brus-
sel sprouts

2 cups baby arugula

1 shallot, thinly sliced

4 oz crumbled goat 
cheese

1/3 cup toasted pump-
kin seeds

½ cup pomegranate 
seeds

Preheat the oven to 
425. Toss the butternut 
squash cubes together 
with the oil and spices 
and lay in an even 
layer  on a  baking 
sheet. Bake for 25 min-
utes, stirring halfway 
though. Set aside. 

In a large bowl, add 
in the shredded brus-
sel sprouts and aru-
g u l a .  T o s s  i n  t h e 
b u t t e r n u t  s q u a s h , 
s h a l l o t s ,  p u m p k i n 
seeds ,  goat  cheese 
a n d  p o m e g r a n a t e 
seeds. Pour all of the 
dressing over top and 
use  sa lad  tongs  to 
combine. 

Balsamic and Maple 
Dressing

1 garlic clove, minced

1 tbsp dijon mustard

2 tbsp real maple 
syrup

¼ cup balsamic vinegar

¼ cup, plus 2 tbsp 

olive oil

½ tsp salt

½ tsp pepper.

Mix all ingredients 
except for oil together 
u n t i l  c o m b i n e d . 
Slowly drizzle in the 
o l ive  o i l  unt i l  the 
dressing is emulsified 
and thick.

If you are hosting at 
any point during the 
upcoming holidays, 
chances are you have 
already made a list or 
two. As I was checking 
out recipes and texting 
my in-laws about who 
will bring what, I was 
reminded that my mom’s 
old 1970s warming tray 
got wiped out in the last 
flood. I miss that old 
thing — even though it 
wasn’t really big enough 
to hold more than one 
item and it took up a lot 
of space in my kitchen 
storage. It always helped 
me feel less stress about 
the timing of the 25 
things either in the oven 
or on the stove; I never 

can get it all timed 
exactly right.  

I never realized that 
warming trays had mod-
ernized. Looking online 
felt so exciting. I ended 
up going with “Amazon’s 
Choice” of an iTrusou 
Food Warmer for $69.99. 
I went with the light 
beige color to blend in 
with my counters, but it 
also comes in a pretty 
blue color as well as 
gray. It seemed to have 
some cool features, like 
it’s made of silicon so it’s 
light and rolls up like a 
newspaper. Additionally, 
it heats up quickly, has 
three temperature set-
tings and is easy to clean. 
One feature that is adver-

tised which had never 
crossed my mind is that 
you can also defrost food 
using the warming tray. 
Sounds convenient.  

When I received my 
warming tray (it’s 
actually more like 
a mat since it’s 
fl exible), I was 
excited to 
give it a 
try. The 
area is 
pretty big 
(it measures 
16-by-24 inches) , 
though honestly I might 
consider buying another 
to cover a full buffet 
space for the whole holi-
day spread. After reading 
the instructions, I went 

w i t h 
the highest 
setting and threw 
my coffee mug on it to 
give it a whirl. It most 
certainly works and kept 

my French brew nice and 
hot. After that, I 

reheated a meal 
and set it on 
the mat. As 
promised, it 
s u c c e s s f u l l y 

kept it piping 
hot. I like the con-

sistent heat and 
it doesn’t seem 
like there are 
hot spots.

All in all, 
y o u  c a n ’ t 

really ask for a 
better product per-

formance-wise if this 
fi ts your holiday enter-

taining needs. I have only 
tried it a few times thus 
far, but I’m happy to see 
it comes with a one-year 

warranty. I am giving 
this 5 alligators — any-
thing that works well, 
gets delivered in one day 
and saves my holiday 
meal from getting cold is 
a slam dunk. You can 
find it here: tinyurl.
com/498fbk2p.
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Don’t forget the salad

I had a glass of wine 
recently at a cafe, and it 
reminded me that too 
much knowledge can be 
a detriment.

Buying wine either at a 
retail store or in a restaurant 
can be risky. Either you 
know very little about wine 
and are willing to accept 
being ripped off, or you 
know so much that you get 
irritated when your order is 
not what you expected.

The glass I had was a 
sauvignon blanc. It was 
$16. When it was served, 
it was ice cold and fi lled 
to the brim of a small 
glass. I couldn’t smell it 
because of its tempera-
ture. Nor could I swirl it 
— the glass was too full. I 
got an empty water glass 
and poured part of it into 
the water glass.

Even after it warmed 
up a bit, it didn’t smell 
like sauvignon blanc. 
One tiny sip proved that it 
had no flavor of sauvi-
gnon blanc either.

I returned it, looked again 
at the wine list, realized that 
it was atrocious and ordered 
a beer. Which arrived so 
cold I couldn’t smell it.

Beverage service in 
restaurants these days 
can be awful. Many res-
taurants choose quality 
wines and overcharge for 
them — or they choose 
inexpensive wines and 
overcharge for them, too. 

The $16 failed sauvi-
gnon blanc was a wine 
that normally sells for 
about $15 a bottle in a 
regular retail store or $12 
in discount shops.

And restaurant owners 
now complain that peo-
ple aren’t dining out as 
much as they once did. 
Gee, I wonder who they 
think caused this.

Let us ignore special 
wines that we want to 
serve to impress guests. 
Let’s think about week-
night wines to go with 
simple dinners. For such 
occasions, my rule of 

thumb is: You can get 
pretty good wine for 
about $10 to $13, even at 
a grocery store.

This requires a bit 
more knowledge than the 
average person has. Here 
are some basics:

• Try to fi nd wines with 
lower alcohol levels. They 
tend to have more fl avor 
and balance than wines 
with higher alcohols. 

• Avoid any wine under 

$20 that carries the word 
“reserve” anywhere on 
the label.

• Avoid pinot noirs 
under $15 per bottle.

Dan Berger lives in 
Sonoma County, California, 
where he publishes “Vintage 
Experiences,” a weekly 
wine newsletter. Write to 
him at winenut@gmail.
com.
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Wine  Talk
by Dan Bergerby Dan Berger

PHOTO BY KAREN FERGUSON

Courtesy of Mombeau’s Table

Elegance in wine

Best
BAR BURGERSBAR BURGERS

IN TOWN!IN TOWN!

CALL for CARRY-OUTCALL for CARRY-OUT
18666 Mack Ave., Grosse Pointe Farms

313-881-5675
112124

SEE 
MENU

yKennedy’s

EST. 
1980

OPEN FOR LUNCH OPEN FOR LUNCH 
SATURDAYSSATURDAYS

GRILL OPEN
12pm - 12am

$5 BURGERS
12pm - 4pm

Delivery Available throughDelivery Available through
DoorDash, Uber Eats & GrubhubDoorDash, Uber Eats & Grubhub

DID YOU KNOW?

BEST
BEST

of the

20        24

Best

11
21

24

by Anna Lizer

5 Out Of 5

We LOVE testing out 
new th ings !  Te l l  us 
about your favorite item 
or something you want 
us to try for you! Drop 
us a l ine at  media@
grossepointenews.com.

16930 Kercheval Avenue (bet. Cadieux & Notre Dame)

313-882-4555 • www.villagegrillegp.com

Grosse Pointe’s Grosse Pointe’s 
Friend liestFriend liest

Family  RestaurantFamily  Restaurant!!

Friday • Saturday • SundayFriday • Saturday • Sunday
GARDEN & SOUP BAR!GARDEN & SOUP BAR!

6
SOUPS
DAILY

OFFERING A WIDE RANGE OF
BEERS, FULL BAR,

PIZZA, SALADS, BURGERS,
SANDWICHES, DINNERS AND MORE!

11
21

24



GROSSE POINTE NEWS, NOVEMBER 21, 2024

4C  |  LIFE & LEISURE

Part 4:
Abort Mission

The choppy seas 
strengthened the hull 
speed with each push of 
the throttles rapidly 
increasing Billy’s speed. 
The cobalt needle in the 
speedometer  dome 
climbing, 18, 25, 44 and 
65 mph. The Marlin fi ght-
ing chair gripped Billy’s 
body as Thor rocketed to 
the gunpowder sky.

 Katie softened the ten-
sion on the sheet line and 
slid the block way back 
on the traveler and locked 
it. The stiff winds began 
to strain the rigging as 
the white caps rolled with 
crests reaching three feet. 
Jasmine’s gallant bow 

dove into the seas as 
water raced over the deck 
into the Bomar hatches 
and rushed down their 
baffles. Pitching in the 
heavy seas oily bilge 
water rolled over the 
scattered floorboards. 
The heavy wind forced 
the stainless steel stays to 
moan and the winch 
drums to groan. 

Katie knew from her 
years on the lakes, a 
breach point takes place 
and no matter what you 
do, you’re going down. 
The legendary freighter 
Edmund Fitzgerald, at 
729 feet, was the largest 
cargo carrier on the 
Great Lakes. She nose-
dived in Lake Superior 
with all 29 hands lost, in 

a wicked snow squall 
called “the witch of 
November” that roared 
across the lake in 
November, pummeling 
the steel structure fi lled 
with 26,000 tons of ore 
into an icy tomb. The 
hull sections had been 
fi lling with bone freezing 
water without the knowl-
edge of the captain or 
crew. The riveted seams 
had secretly opened from 
the relentless pounding 
waves that leaked into 
the cavernous bilge. The 
captain and crew had no 
time for life rafts as the 
rising water trapped the 
ship and sailors sinking 
them in 530 feet of water.

DeathWatch
by Bill Bradley

See  PART 4, page 5C

MOVIE REVIEW
“Aftersun”

2022 - Rated R
1 hr 42 min
★★★★★

I saw this wonderful 
fi lm when it was released 
a couple years ago and 
was going to review it 
then. Somehow, other 
films took precedent 
over it and it got lost in 
the shuffl e. Recently, a 
follower of this column 
recommended I write 
about it. After re-watch-
ing it, I defi nitely feel it 
deserved some ink. I’m 
not alone in admiring 
“Aftersun.” It garnered a 
number of prestigious 
awards including a 
BAFTA, Cannes Film 
Festival awards and an 
Oscar nomination.

The fi lm is a memora-
b le  coming -o f -age 
drama, which combines 
joy, family relationships, 
melancholy and beauty. 
It’s the first full-length 
feature from Scottish 
director Charlotte Wells. 
“Aftersun” is also visu-
ally striking, thanks in 
large part to the superb 
camerawork of cinema-
tographer Gregory Oke, 

who delivers shot after 
shot that would make 
beautiful paintings. In 
most fi lms the cinema-
tography goes largely 
unnoticed, but not here. 
It’s an hour and forty 
minute fi lm class. 

I should say, the movie 
is not for everyone — it’s 

a nuanced and slowly 
paced work. There isn’t a 
lot of action, and the 
story jumps around a bit. 
But overall, I found it 
totally captivating, mes-
merizing, if you will, and 
I wished it went on a lit-
tle longer so I could fi nd 
out what happened to the 

lead characters. Perhaps 
that’s the beauty of it. It 
leaves it up to the viewer 
to fi ll in the blanks. 

The story is about a 
young divorced dad, 
Calum, played by Paul 
Mescal, who’s known for 
his role in the TV show 
“Normal People.” He’s 
on a summer vacation 
with his 11-year old 
d a u g h t e r  S o p h i e 
(Frankie Corio) in 
Turkey. The couple is 
determined to make it 
the best holiday ever and 
they spend their days 
engaged in activities like 
swimming in the hotel 
pool, exploring the antiq-
uities in the area, snor-
keling and playing in the 
arcade. Ms. Corio’s per-
formance is absolutely 
riveting and the way she 
interacts with Mescal is 
so natural, you can easily 
forget they’re acting and 
are almost convinced 
they’re father and daugh-
ter in real life. 

Throughout the movie, 
there’s a liberal use of 
camcorder footage the 
couple took to document 
their time together. We 
also jump ahead several 
times and witness an 

older Sophie (Celia 
Rowlson-Hall), watch-
ing the home movies. 
She seems to be looking 
for clues about her father 
and their relationship. 
There’s also an underly-
ing feeling of sadness in 
the movie. When the 
camera catches Calum 
off guard, we sense that 
he’s suffering from bouts 
of depression. While he 
does a fairly good job of 
hiding it from his daugh-
ter, she can’t help but 
suspect something’s 
amiss with him.

There’s a haunting 
scene about halfway 
through the film. Late 
one evening, Calum 
heads to the beach. Then 
he starts walking into the 
ocean and you get a feel-
ing that he’s about to 
drown himself. It’s a sub-
tle yet ominous moment, 
which resolves itself in the 
end. However, it makes 
you wonder if it’s a hint of 
what’s to come. Is some-
thing bad going to happen 
to him? Is that why the 
older Sophie is looking at 
the vacation footage? 

As per usual, I won’t 
give away any more of 
the plot. You’ll just have 

to watch it for yourself 
and see what transpires.

If you’re in the mood 
for a beautiful movie 
with great acting, gor-
geous cinematography, 
and a heady dose of late 
90’s-era pop songs, don’t 
miss “Aftersun.”

Warning: The film 
includes several scenes 
with strobe lights, which 
may affect some people.

Note to parents: For 
some reason the movie is 
rated “R” but I’m really 
not sure why. I’d proba-
bly rate it “PG-13.” 

Currently streaming 
for free with your library 
card on Kanopy and 
Hoopla. Also on Netfl ix, 
Paramount, and to rent 
on Apple TV, Amazon, 
and other streaming ser-
vices. 

My rating system:

★ A real stinker. A 
movie that is so bad,
you’re embarrassed to 
admit you’ve seen it, 
but you have to rate it 
nonetheless. 

★★ So-so. Not a total 
waste of time, but you 
would have been better 
off reading a good book. 

★★★ Pretty good. In

fact, if there weren’t any 
other movies in your 
queue, you might watch 
it again.

★★★★ One you’d
recommend to friends.

★★★★★ So good
you’d actually go out and 
buy it! 

If you have any sugges-
tions, feel free to email me at: 
dominmark@yahoo.com. 

Also, if you’re look-
ing for more recom-
mendations, be sure 
to check out my blog: 
m o v i e j u n k i e m a r k .
blogspot.com.

                                                                                                 PHOTOS COURTESY OF BBC FILM, BRITISH FILM INSTITUTE

Left, Frankie Corio as Sophie and Paul Mescal as Calum in the 2022 movie 
“Aftersun,” written and directed by Charlotte Wells.

by Mark Domin
“Life is too short to watch mediocre movies”“Life is too short to watch mediocre movies”

Movie Junkie Mark

A tender moment between dad and daughter.

A day at the beach.

Calum (Mescal) & Sophie (Corio) have a heart-
to-heart.

NARRATIVE NO OKNARRATIVE NO OK
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Call to get your orders 
placed in t ime for 
Wednesday pickup. Grab 
some of those famous “car 
cookies” (chocolate chip/
sea salt) while you’re there 
too. Need some wine with 
that cheese? Cheese to 
Please has you covered. 
Grab n’ Go Rounds and an 
excellent wine selection 
make this a great one-stop 
shop. Pre-order online to 
guarantee your goods. 

Enough of the savory and 
snacks. Thanksgiving isn’t 
complete without the sweets. 
Delight Bakery on Mack is 
known for its holiday pies 
and defi nitely doesn’t skimp 
on the fillings. Pre-orders 
are open and recommended. 
There is so much delicious-
ness to choose from. 

On Kercheval, Morning 
Glory has the classics and 
some other goodies lined 
up for pre-orders to be 
fi lled by Nov. 22, with pick-
ups from 6 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Tuesday and Wednesday, 
Nov. 26 and 27. On Harper 
in St. Clair Shores, Wally’s 
Frozen Custard pies just 
hit different — and in a 
good way. Caramel Apple 
Custard Pie? Yes, please! 
Pumpkin Cobbler or 
Ultimate Reese’s have my 
attention too. Get your 

orders in, paid and ready 
to be picked up between 
Nov. 25 and 27. 

Off the beaten path, but 
close enough to enjoy, are 
two bakeries that deserve 
to be mentioned. Apple 
Annie’s Kitchen & Bakery 
on Gratiot at Martin Road 
in Roseville is accepting 
orders for its famous 8-inch 
pumpkin, apple, cherry and 
berry pies, as well as its 
sugar-free apple pie. It also 
offers specialty favorites 
like strawberry shortcake 
and cannolis by the half or 
full dozen. Prepay order 
forms may be found on its 
Facebook page and turned 
in at the location, or just 
call directly to place orders 
by Nov. 25. 

Another hidden gem of 
the Eastside is Kalindi’s 
Cakes and Pies, located on 
10 Mile in Eastpointe. This 
husband-and-wife duo 
puts out spectacular home-
made entrees and her des-
serts are truly to die for. 
Call directly to place your 

orders as soon as possible. 
I promise once you walk in 
their shop, you’ll defi nitely 
be going back.

All pickup days are 
Wednesday, Nov. 27, 
unless otherwise men-
tioned. Make sure to con-
firm timeframes as they 
vary per location and 
please check social media 
pages to view Thanksgiving 
Day menus.

That said, pumpkin spice 
out … peppermint mocha 
in. Have a wonderful 
Thanksgiving wherever you 
spend it and with whomever 
you share it. GO LIONS!

Fun Fact: This past week 
marks Food Gossip’s one-
year anniversary. To say I 
am thankful for all of you 
who have complimented 
my articles along the way 
would be an understate-
ment. I appreciate you all 
and I’m happy you’re 
enjoying my favorite form 
of gossip.

Stay tuned. Stay hungry.

Moments before she 
disappeared from the 
radar screen of the 
freighter the Anderson, 
while streaming for shel-
ter in White Fish Bay, the 
Fitzgerald’s captain radi-
oed to them “We are 
holding our own.”

Starter began to 
shiver as the Jasmine 
pitched and yawed in 
the heavy seas.

“How long can we 
hold on before one good 
roll sends us over, and 
how much water is in the 
bilge?” Katie strained to 
calculate her odds, as the 
radio transmitted heart-
less reports of gale force 
winds. 

“Damn, a rogue 
storm,” Katie shrouded 
under her breath.

She had no choice but 
to head for Le Collier 
sound. The Jasmine 
lurched as she drove the 
boat into a sharp right 
turn and her father’s 
words pierced her emo-
tions.

“As fast as they come, 
is as fast as they go. 
Stand by the wheel.”

“Coast Guard search 
and rescue distress call 
to the yacht Jasmine. Are 
you in peril Jasmine? Do 
you read me? Respond 
Jasmine, if you read me.”

“Search and rescue 
this is the vessel Thor 
responding to the search 
of the yacht Jasmine,” 
Billy relayed.

“Acknowledge trans-
mission from the captain 
of the Thor, abort your 
search and rescue assis-
tance,” Todd ordered.

“Bill Hawkins and the 
vessel Thor continuing 
assistance and search.”

“This is Lt. Todd of the 
United States Coast 
Guard. This is a direct 
order.  Abort rescue and 
seek safe harbor.”

“That’s a negative 
lieutenant. Assistance 
rendered under the 
Federal Maritime Good 
Samaritan regulation.”

“Your Good Samaritan 
Regulation is overruled 
under the authority of the 
United States Coast 
Guard and Rule 2(b) of 
the Prudential rule 
regarding limitations of 
vessels to avoid collision 
and avoid immediate 

danger. You are forbid-
den to interfere with our 
mission of priority. I’m 
giving you a long count to 
get the hell out of here, 
Hawkins.  We got enough 
problems without another 
wild card out there.”

“Sorry to hear that Lt. 
I have just entered inter-
national waters and left 
your authority and juris-
diction. The Port of 
Departure and Port of 
Entry International 
Maritime law are now in 
effect with my vessel 
and you try to have a 
nice day.”

“You  hear  th i s 
Cervera? Just what I need 
another buccaneer bar-
rister on the high seas.”

Billy released the 
sound button on his VHF 
radio and clamped his 
kidney belt.

“That SOB is going to 
jail if he lives through 
this,” Todd fumed as 
Cervera tightened his life 
jacket as gusts of wind 
punched the Monarch 
fighting to hold its 
course.

Capt.  Lieng pin-
pointed the location of 
the Jasmine and steered 
toward her. He relied on 
his abacus, a lunar calen-
dar and Pyxis constella-
tions for a true mariner’s 
compass heading.

“This is Capt. Lieng of 
the freighter Red Star on 
course to the yacht 
Jasmine.  To all vessels 
in the vicinity. I am 
north, outside the storm 
and she’s coming and 
she’s coming on strong. 
Coast Guard should 
abort mission. I will con-
tinue rescue mission.  
Winds too strong for 
helicopter.”

“This is Lt. Todd of the 
Coast Guard Monarch to 
Captain Lieng of the Red 
Star. I am within range 
of distressed vessel 
Jasmine and will con-
tinue my mission.”

Lieng turned to his 1st 
mate, Jaing and said,

“The Americans, they 
send butterfl ies.”

Sheets of rain poured 
on the Jasmine as Katie 
struggled with her sail. 
The bilge pump gushed 
oily water from under 
the floorboard. She 
threw open the aft hatch 
cover and grabbed the 
rubber straps of the Avon 
life raft. She pulled out 
the fl are gun next to it 

and jammed two rounds 
into the stubby chamber 
and pulled the trigger. 
The small rocket shot 
into the dark sky and 
burst into a luminous 
flash. The hull pitched 
and broached as she 
struggled to keep the 
Jasmine upright. The 
engine clumped and 
wheezed from the smoky 
engine room.

The fragmented res-
cue teams saw the incan-
descent sparks swim in 
the black sky. A second 
flare burst as they all 
raced to its northeastern 
site. Katie heard a distant 
thumping as she clipped 
a lifeline on Starter and 
pulled the infl ate pin to 
the life raft. A spotlight 
shadowed and chased 
over the waves as the 
chopper screamed over 
the boat.

“Get out the bucket, 
Cervera,” Todd com-
manded.

Ensign Cervera forced 
open the side door and 
deployed the webbed 
survival harness. Todd 
squinted and rubbed her 
eyes in search of the 
mast light of the battered 
sloop. She made another 
low pass as the cable of 
the litter harness swung 
out of control like a 
wrecking ball. Cervera 
yelled helplessly, “You’re 
too low, you’re too low.” 
As the survival bucket 
hooked the forestay. The 
Monarch froze and then 
jolted up as the stays and 
part of the mast ripped 
off the deck and flew 
recklessly into the rotor 
blades. 

Look for part 5 in next 
week’s Grosse Pointe 
News.

About the Author:  Bill 
Bradley graduated from 
Grosse Pointe South High 
School.  He was a dock boy 
at Kean’s Marina and 
enlisted in the United States 
Marine Corps in 1968 and 
served 13 months in 
Vietnam.  He taught sailing 
in the Atlantic Ocean and 
delivered sailboats up the 
East Coast.  A graduate of 
Burlington College in 
Burlington Vt. with a B.A in 
writing & literature.  A certi-
fi ed grant writer and animal 
rights advocate. He is cur-
rently working on a novel. 
E-mail: lakestclair48080@
yahoo.com.

Contract BridgeContract Bridge
INTERCHANGEABILITY

You usually break even by swapping 
one loser for another, but there are 
times when the exchange gains a trick.

Consider this case where South got 
to four hearts on the bidding shown. 
His double of two diamonds was for 
takeout and indicated a strong hand 
with support for the unbid suits. North 
could do no more than show his heart 
support, and South eventually pressed 
on to game.

West started off with K-A of dia-
monds. Declarer ruffed, cashed the 
A-K of spades and trumped a spade in 
dummy. He then led the ten of hearts 
and followed low, crediting West with 
the ace of hearts for his overcall.

West took the ace and, recognizing 
from East’s play of the queen of spades 
on the previous trick that East had no 
more spades, led the jack of spades. 
Declarer ruffed in dummy, East over-
ruffed with the queen, and South later 
lost a club trick to go down one.

Declarer played correctly up to the 
point where he trumped West’s jack of 
spades return in dummy. He shouldn’t 
have ruffed, since it was certain that 
East had no more spades and would 
overruff.

Instead, South should have discard-
ed a club from dummy, deliberately 
allowing West’s jack to hold the trick. 
Had he done this, he would have made 
the contract by eventually ruffing his 
third club in dummy.

The reasoning behind the club dis-
card is simple enough. South is sure 
to go down if he ruffs the spade jack in 
dummy and is very likely to make the 
contract if he discards a club instead. 
He should therefore swap his club 
loser for a spade loser, gaining the 
game-going trick in the process.

©2024 King Features Syndicate Inc.

by Steve Becker

Moon Alert: There are 
no restrictions to shop-
ping or important deci-
sions today. The Moon 
is in Leo.

Happy Birthday for 
Thursday, November 
21, 2024: People respond 
to your dynamic energy 
because you’re playful 
a n d  p a s s i o n a t e . 
Nevertheless, you are 
determined and serious 
about going after what 
you want. This is a year 
of work, building and 
construct ion.  Take 
charge of your health. 
Stay grounded and level-
headed.

ARIES
(March 21-April 19)
Good news! The next 

four weeks will be more 
upbeat and joyful. You 
will have many opportuni-
ties to explore your world 
more through travel or 
making travel plans. You 
can also benefi t by check-
ing out opportunities in 
medicine, the law, publish-
ing, the media and higher 
education. Tonight: Party!

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)

You are the financial 
wizard of the zodiac, 
which means you’ll be 
interested to know that in 
the next four weeks, your 
interest in shared prop-
erty, taxes, debt, insur-
ance matters  and 
inheritances will be stron-
ger than usual. You might 
sign important papers. 
You might make impor-
tant decisions. Tonight: 
Family discussions.

GEMINI
(May 21-June 20)

Once a year, the Sun 
will sit across from your 
sign for four weeks. 
Today is the beginning 
of this annual event. For 
starters, it means that you 
will need more sleep in 
the next four weeks 
because you will be more 
tired. You will also have a 
chance to more objec-
tively see your role in your 
closest relationships. 
Tonight: Conversations.

CANCER
(June 21-July 22)

Roll up your sleeves. 
You’ll be keen to be as 
productive as possible 
in the next four weeks. 
You want to get things 
done, and you want to 
do them as efficiently 
and effectively as pos-
sible to make every 
action count. This could 
be infl uenced by the fact 
that you’re hemorrhag-
ing money. Tonight: 
Money ideas.

LEO
(July 23-Aug. 22)

Lucky you! While fi ery 
Mars boosts your energy, 
today the Sun moves into 
your fellow Fire Sign for 
the next four weeks, giv-
ing you opportunities to 
socialize, enjoy the arts 
and be active in sports 
events. Opportunities for 
romance will flourish! 
Tonight: You’re chatty!

VIRGO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

You will have a stron-
ger focus on home, fam-
ily and your private life 
for the next four weeks. 
Many will be more 
involved with a parent. 
Family discussions will 
take place. You might 
tackle some home 
repairs. Nevertheless, 
partying and fun times 
are promising. Tonight: 
Quiet times.

LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

The pace of your days 
will accelerate in the next 
four weeks because you 
have things to do, places to 
go and people to see! This 
is a wonderful time to 
study and learn. Travel if 
possible. Even short trips. 
Enjoy redecorating your 
home and entertaining. 
Tonight: Friendships.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

Very likely, you will give 
some serious thought to 
your value system in the 
next four weeks. For 
example, we all know that 
our time on this planet is 

limited. How do you want 
to spend the time that is 
left to you? What are your 
goals? What really mat-
ters? Tonight: Show 
respect.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

Today the Sun enters 
your sign to stay for four 
weeks. (This occurs once 
a year.) This will attract 
favorable situations and 
people to you. This Sun 
will also make you project 
yourself with more power 
and charisma. Oh yes, this 
is your hour! Tonight: 
Explore!

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

As your birthday looms 
ahead, it means your per-
sonal year is coming to 
an end (birthday to birth-
day). Therefore, use the 
next four weeks to pon-
der how you want your 
new year to be different 
from this last year. Ideas? 
Tonight: Check your 
fi nances.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

Your popularity will 
increase in the next four 
weeks as the Sun trav-
els through your House 
of Friendships. Enjoy 
good times with others. 
Secret love affairs are 
likely. Be patient with 
partners, and close 
friends while Mars 
opposes your sign. 
Tonight: New information.

PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20)

The Sun will be at the 
top of your chart for the 
next four weeks. (It hap-
pens only once a year.) 
This symbolizes that the 
Sun is shining down on 
you and casting you in a 
fl attering spotlight. This 
is why you look so good 
to everyone. Tonight: 
Ideas?

BORN TODAY
Actress Goldie Hawn 

(1945), actress Isabel May 
(2000), actress Cherry 
Jones (1956).

Weekly HoroscopesWeekly HoroscopesWeekly Horoscopes
Royal StarsRoyal StarsRoyal Stars
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Garfield                                                                       Jim Davis
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Beetle Bailey                                          Greg, Brian, Neal and Mort Walker

Flying McCoys           Glenn McCoyZiggy                          Tom Wilson

Wizard of Id       Created by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart. Currently by Mason Mastroianni

Andy Capp                                                                 Reg Smythe 

© 2024 by Andrews McMeel Syndication 11/14 Solution

Complete the
grid so every row,
column and 3 x 3
box contains
every digit from
1 to 9 inclusively.

Previous puzzle
solution

U N I V E R S A L
Sudoku Puzzle

11/21

Blondie                                                                     Chris and Dean Young
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Family Circus                                        Bill and Jeff Keane

“It’s a pumpkin pie, so it
doesn’t need a roof.”

©2024 Bill Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

Universal Crossword

© 2024 by Andrews McMeel Universal
www.upuzzles.com

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER

Edited by David Steinberg November 21, 2024

11/14 Solution

It’s Cold Outside by Zhouqin Burnikel11/21

ACROSS
1 Throw a 

curveball, 
say

6 When roosters 
crow

10 “Whoopee!”
13 Love, love, 

love
14 Hidden 

stockpile
15 Spanish 

cheer
16 Calming 

mantra for 
Frank 
Costanza (In 
this answer, 
note the first 
letter + the 
last 3 letters)

18 Karate 
uniforms

19 “Later, gator”
20 It really 

smells!
21 Remove all 

trace of
23 Letter after 

sigma
25 Has faith in
26 Latent 

powerhouse 
(... first 4 
letters + the 
last letter)

32 Charged 
particle

33 Events with 
lightning

34 Expel from 
power

37 Event with 
barrels and 
clowns

39 Org. that 
registers 
drones

40 Lower than
41 Haze over an 

industrial park
42 Loose tops 

in ancient 
Greece

44 “How was 
___ know?”

45 Casper, 
notably (... first 
2 letters + the 
last 3 letters)

48 Missing 
school

50 (Quit shearing 
me!)

51 Fastball 
catchers

52 Ticked off
55 Air kiss 

sound
59 What fame 

often inflates
60 “Never been 

in that 
situation 
myself” (... 
first 2 letters + 
the last letter)

63 Neither’s 
partner

64 Starting from
65 The Weeknd’s 

vocal range
66 Hog haven
67 Viewpoint
68 Water 

spinach parts
DOWN

1 Years gone by
2 You might 

bounce it off 
a buddy

3 Civil suit 
cause

4 Come up 
with

5 Chick tender
6 2024 has 366 

of them
7 Teen’s 

breakout
8 “What was 

that name?”
9 What an 

inauguration 
may usher in

10 Place to do a 
happy baby 
pose

11 Top-tier 
invitees

12 Positive 
answers

14 Exec at an AI 
startup

17 Language 
group for 
Inuktitut

22 Extra-long 
sentence

24 Lhasa ___ 
(Tibetan dog)

25 “___ the 
season ...”

26 Titles for 
knights

27 Weaving 
device with a 
shuttle

28 “And that’s 
that!”

29 A drag
30 Magnificent
31 Outlook 

alternative
35 Play 

backdrops
36 Moderate 

gait
38 “Snowy” 

marsh bird

40 Org. that 
regulates 
putters

42 Lunar festival 
in Vietnam

43 ___ Monday
46 Refuse to 

yield
47 Shakespeare 

play set in 
Denmark

48 Sunday 
chorus

49 Prejudiced 
person

52 Went for 
a dip?

53 Way back 
when

54 GPS option
56 Taper off
57 Molecule 

part
58 That 

woman’s
61 Org. with 

many secrets
62 Sci-fi visitors

11/21

Popeye                                                                    Bud Sagendorf
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Over The Hedge                                              Michael Fry and T. Lewis

F Minus                                                                             Tony Carrilo
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DOWN
1 Years gone by
2 You might 

bounce it off 
a buddy

3 Civil suit 
cause

4 Come up 
with

5 Chick tender
6 2024 has 366 

of them
7 Teen’s 

breakout
8 “What was 
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Reality Check          Dave Whamond Bizarro             Dan Piraro and Wayno

Hagar The Horrible                                      Dik Browne and Chris Browne

Wumo                                                Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler 

B.C.                                                     Johnny Hart and Mason Mastroianni 

Peanuts                                                                                                                                            Charles M. Schulz

Carpe Diem                                                            Niklas Eriksson

The Lockhorns                 Bill Hoest, Bunny Hoest and John Reiner

Hank Ketchum, Scott Ketchum,

Comics

Crankshaft                                                           Tom Batiuk and Dan Davis

Crock                                                      Created by Bill Rechin and Brant Parker 

Marmaduke                                    Paul & Brad Anderson

Mother Goose and Grim                                              Mike Peters

“the pilgrims couldn’t have POPCORN at the first 

THANKSGIVING because they didn’t have microwaves.”

“good news . . . the ’CHECK ENGINE’ bulb

finally burned out.”

“We all feel a bit down in November. The days are shorter. 
Leaves are gone. Feeling a sense of foreboding or that 

someone is after you is not uncommon.”

Close To Home                                 John McPherson

Dennis the Menace               Ron Ferdinand and Marcus Hamilton
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“Why is Marmaduke ‘my dog’
only when he’s been bad?”
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Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.

The day after Thanksgiving is usually the 
busiest U.S. shopping day of the year. Imagine 
you have $100 to spend. Look through today’s 
newspaper and list what you’d buy. Did your 
partner choose any of the same items?

Black Friday

Standards Links: Mathematics: Calculate sums to 100.

ANSWER: Cold-slaw.

I am thankful 
for …

What people, places 
and things are you 

thankful for?

Complete the grid by using all the 
letters in the word TURKEY in each 
vertical and horizontal row. Each letter 
should only be used once in each row. 
Some spaces have been filled in for you.

Standards Links: Investigation: Record 
information about the living world.

After dinner, take a stroll around 
your neighborhood with friends 
or family members. On this 
walk, each of you take one of 
the cards below and cross out 
items as you see them. First one 
to black out the card wins!

After Dinner Bingo

TOGETHER

CUCUMBER

PUMPKIN

PARTNER

MUSICAL

FAMILY
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BRINE
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Standards Links: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

Practice saying Thank you in seven different languages! 
Match the Thank you to the country from which it comes.

Tak (tak)

Gracias (gra-see-us)

Merci (mehr-see)

Kiitos (kee-toas)

Danke (dahn-kah)

Arigato (ahree-gah-tow)

Dziekuje (dsyne-koo-yeh)

    You use a BLUE crayon and your 
opponent uses a RED crayon. Take turns connecting two dots 
each time. The person who completes a square gets one point. 
A square with a football helmet in it is worth three points!

Standards Links: Vocabulary: 
Identify rhyming patterns and words.

Browse the 
newspaper for 10 
words that would 

make good halves of 
a rhyming pair. Then 

have your partner 
scour the newspaper 
for words that rhyme 
with each of the ones 

you chose. Switch 
roles and try it again.

Standards Links: Life Skills: Share a task with others.

Have your partner use a RED 
crayon and you use a BLUE 
one. Which turkey will reach 
the finish line first? On your 
mark, get set … GOBBLE!

Who can find the most turkey feathers on this page in 60 seconds?

A heavy musical instrument with keys.
A small cucumber preserved in brine.
A meal packed to eat outdoors.
A person who robs ships at sea.
A platform over water that starts at 
the shore.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

All of these words start with the letters 
P-I. Read the clues and work together to 
fill in the missing letters.

Find the turkey that is different.

You circle every other third letter to reveal the punch line to your riddle. Your partner 
circles every third letter to reveal his or her punch line.

        This special Kid Scoop Thanksgiving page is designed 
for you to do with a friend or family member. So find someone to share the fun!

With hundreds of topics, every 
Kid Scoop  printable activity pack 
features six-to-seven pages of 
high-interest extra learning 
activities for home and 
school! Get your free 
sample today at:

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.WCCCD.EDU OR CALL 313-496-2600

ONE VISION, ONE DISTRICT, ONE COLLEGE
WAYNE COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT
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ATHLETE OF THE WEEK 

Whitney Handwork 
fi rst became inspired to 
swim by watching her 
older sister, Phoebe, in 
the pool. Now, just like 
her sister, Handwork is 
winning championships 
and building a legacy of 
her own in the water with 
the Grosse Pointe South 
varsity girls swim and 
dive team.

Handwork has been 
having an exceptional 
junior season in the pool 
this fall for the Blue 
Devils. Her specialty has 
become sprint races and 
her stroke of choice is the 
freestyle. Unlike some 
swimmers, her niche did 
not seem to come natu-
rally, but instead was a 
result of trying a bit of 
everything and seeing 
what worked best.

“Throughout my whole 
life, I’ve kind of gone 
through different events,” 
Handwork said. “When I 
fi rst started swimming, I 
did some breaststroke 
and a little bit of free-
style. It was really in the 

last year or 
so that I 
really found 
my spot as a 
f rees ty ler 
and that 
was through 
just practic-
ing it more 
and work-
ing through 
sprints.”

H e r 
s t r e n g t h s 
were on full 
display at 
the MAC 
Red Championship meet 
Nov. 9, where Handwork 
helped the Blue Devils to 
an unprecedented 24th 
consecutive league 
championship. She won 
league championships as 
part of the 200 freestyle 
relay and 400 freestyle 
relay teams. 

Handwork also earned 
the league championship 

in the 50 freestyle with a 
time of 23.78, setting a 
personal record and 
earning the rank of the 
third best time for the 
event in the state. That 
performance helped her 
accomplish one of the 
biggest goals she set 
coming into this season 
and now has her wanting 
to keep going for more.

“I wanted to go under 
24 (seconds) in my 50 
freestyle and under 53 
(seconds) in the 100,” 
she said. “I did both of 
those at the MAC meet 
and now I have to 
reshape my goals. My 
overall goal is not about 
what place I fi nish in, but 
getting the best time and 
having fun while doing 
it.”

A lot of what makes 
swimming great for 
Handwork is how much 
fun she has doing it. 
Swimming has a deep 
and rich tradition at 
South, which she is 
proud to be a part of with 
her teammates. The 
bond Handwork and her 
teammates have created 
and their desire to carry 
on that tradition is what 
she thinks makes swim-
ming great for the Blue 
Devils.

“I think what makes 
South such a tradition of 
excellence is just how 
close we are with each 
other,” Handwork said. 
“We feed off of each oth-
er’s energy and use each 
other to get even faster. 

The end goal is to swim 
fast, but you can’t swim 
fast if you’re not having 

fun with it at the same 

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Handwork helping South swim 
sprint toward another strong season

ATH ETE

Whitney HandworkWhitney Handwork
School: Grosse Pointe South 
Sport: Swim and dive

Sponsored by Pointe Capital Management

COURTESY PHOTO

Junior Whitney Handwork has been a force in the 
pool for the Blue Devils this season, recently earn-
ing MAC Red championships in three different 
events.

See ATHLETE, page 8D

Way to go Whitney!
•  Won MAC Red Championships in 50 free, 200 

free relay and 400 free relay 

•  Ranked as No. 3 swimmer in the state in the 
50 free with time of 23.78

WINTER SPORTSWINTER SPORTS

With the fall high 
school sports season 
wrapping up, the winter 
season is already kicking 
into gear for teams 

around the Pointes. The 
Grosse Pointe News is 
here to help fans get 
ready for the winter 
sports season with every-
thing you need to know 
about your favorite ath-

letes and teams from 
Grosse Pointe South, 
Grosse Pointe North and 
Univers i ty  L igge t t 
School. 

The winter season fea-
tures hundreds of ath-

letes on more than a 
dozen varsity teams. 
This week’s featured 
teams for season pre-
views include the boys 
varsity basketball teams 
and girls varsity hockey 

teams for the Blue Devils, 
Norsemen and Knights. 

Look inside for all of 
the information you need 
to know about these 
amazing teams and ath-
letes beginning on page 

2D. Make sure to come 
back next week for more 
winter previews on girls 
basketball and boys 
hockey as the games and 
matches of a new season 
begin.

By GPN Staff

Get ready for the new season 
with winter sports previews

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA PHOTO BY LEON HALIP

102 Kercheval Avenue, Suite 200 • Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236 • (313) 882-7100 • www.pointecapital.com 

A MODERN APPROACH TO TRADITIONAL INVESTING™

Jeff Huebner • Liz Ottaway • Chuck Huebner • Jim Carroll • Heather Williams • Susan Doughty
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Liggett looks to maintain 
championship standard 
with overhauled lineup

UNIVERSITY LIGGETT

Girls Varsity Hockey

GROSSE POINTE NEWS, NOVEMBER 21, 2024
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There is a champion-
ship standard sur-
rounding the gir ls 
varsity hockey pro-
gram at University 
Liggett School. The 
Knights fell just short 
of winning a fourth 
straight Division 1 
state championship 
last season, losing in 
the  f inal  game to 
Grosse Pointe South, 
and look to get back to 
the mountaintop this 
winter. 

H o w e v e r ,  t h i n g s 
might look a bit differ-
ent on the ice this sea-
son for Liggett. Several 
key pieces from the 
teams that won three 
championships  the 
past four years have 
graduated from the 
program. The Knights’ 
roster this year looks a 
b i t  s m a l l e r  a n d 
younger than fans have 

grown accustomed to, 
but that is not giving 
the team any doubts as 
the season gets into 
gear.

“We’ve got a great 
group of girls  and 
there’s an excellent 
vibe this year,” Liggett 
g i r l s  hockey  head 
coach Casey LaFrance 
said. “... It was a bad 
pass in the middle of 
the ice in the state title 
game (last year) and 
that’ll bite you. Despite 
having a small roster, 
we should hang in 
there and I hope our 
stamina is up to par.”

The Knights  had 
seven seniors graduate 
from last year’s team. 
This season’s roster is 

comprised of just 11 
skaters and one goalie. 
Despite not having as 
much depth as usual, 
Liggett is confident the 

talent this team still 
has can carry it far. 

Some familiar names 
returning from last 
year’s team that are 
expected to step up in 
big ways include senior 
forward Sophia Secco, 
junior forward Avery 
Welsh and sophomore 
Louisa Dragovic. The 
Knights’ coaching staff 
also expects some big 
contr ibut ions r ight 
away from freshman 
Kate Ricci.

Stepping into one of 
the most important 
roles on the team is 

junior goalten-
der Madeline Hexter. 
Hexter takes over after 
the graduation of for-
mer goalie Brooklyn 
Peshl, who has stuck 
a r o u n d  w i t h  t h e 
Knights in a coaching 
role to help continue to 
mentor  Hexter  to 
become the next great 
Knights’ goalie.

“They had a really 
good relationship and I 
think that helps keep 
Madeline’s confidence 
high and not feel like 
there’s so much pres-
sure with her being the 
only goalie,” LaFrance 
said. “She’s got that 
support system that 
she’s comfortable with. 

… She’s been putting 
in the work.”

While the team may 
not have the depth this 
season i t  normally 
does, it means they 
have to make up for it 
in other ways on the 
ice. The Knights have 
plenty of speed and 
know if they can stay 
well-conditioned, they 
can compete with any-
one.

“Our speed is some-
thing that is going to 
help us out because we 
have some fast girls 
who aren’t afraid to 
c a r r y  t h e  p u c k , ” 
LaFrance said.  “As 
long as we can stay 

c o n d i t i o n e d  l o n g 
enough to handle a full 
g a m e  a g a i n s t  t h e 
deeper benches that 
we’re going to be play-
ing, I think that’s going 
to be the biggest fac-
tor.”

The Knights opened 
the season with a 4-1 
loss to Grosse Pointe 
South  Wednesday , 
Nov. 13. Secco scored 
Liggett’s only goal. 

The team hosted 
Grosse Pointe North 
Tuesday, Nov. 21, after 
press time and will 
h o s t  W a s h t e n a w 
United at  McCann 
Arena at 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Nov. 21.

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

n--
Sh ’ bb i d i i d l

GROSSE POINTE NORTH

Girls Varsity Hockey

North girls hockey 
hopes the new season 
shows promise for future

The Grosse Pointe 
North varsity girls 
hockey team hopes this 
season will bring some 
immediate success and 
prove to be a promising 
sign for the program’s 
future. The Norsemen 
have a solid core of 
experienced, returning 
players in this year’s 
lineup, but also bring a 
new crop of young 
players who are newer 
to the game of hockey. 

Even with the mix of 
experience and team-
mates getting to know 
e a c h  o t h e r ,  t h e 
Norsemen can already 
feel the urgency to get 
on the ice together.

“So far, everyone is 
so happy and the locker 
room is really ener-
getic,”  North girls 
hockey head coach 
Taylor Shaheen said. 
“Everybody is talking 
and having a good time 
and hopefully they’ll all 
kind of meld together 
here at the beginning of 

the season.”
The core group of 

r e t u r n i n g  p l a y e r s 
includes senior cap-
tains Josie Cueter, 
Leanna Phillips and 
g o a l i e  M a d e l i n e 
Plfaum. Fellow senior 
A n n e  C l e l a n d  i s 
expected to be an 
anchor on the blue line 
for North’s defense this 
season and the team 
also looks for big con-
tributions from junior 
Paige Martin. 

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

PHOTO COURTESY OF GROSSE POINTE NORTH ATHLETICS

Josie Cueter wins a faceoff for the Norsemen in the team’s home opener 
against Ann Arbor Skyline-Huron on Saturday, Nov. 16. 

See NORTH, page 3D

PHOTO BY LEON HALIP

Avery Welsh

‘We’ve got a great group of girls and 
there’s an excellent vibe this year’
CASEY LAFRANCE, ULS GIRLS HOCKEY HEAD COACH)
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Blue Devils girls hockey prepared to 
defend state championship in 2024-25

GROSSE POINTE SOUTH

Girls Varsity Hockey

Grosse Pointe South 
varsity girls hockey for 
years has been seen as 
one of the premier pro-
grams in the state and 
that is not changing this 
winter. The Blue Devils 
are fresh off of winning 
their 14th state champi-
onship in school his-
tory, beating crosstown 
rival University Liggett 
School in the champion-
ship, in 2023-24. 

South is set on defend-
ing that title and raising 
another banner this 
year. A program this 
experienced in winning 
knows it will not always 
be an easy road and 
managing the expecta-
tions that come with 
championship success 
is step one.

“There  are  h igh 
expectations. … I think 
our captains are holding 
themselves to a really 
high standard,” South 
girls hockey head coach 
Lexi Bohlinger said. “... 
I always worry that if 
you win a state champi-
onship you might come 
in a bit cocky. We’re 

kind of knocking that 
out of them right away 

and saying it doesn’t 
matter what you did last 

year or what you think 
the team looks like, this 

is a fresh season and a 
fresh team.”

This season’s Blue 
Devils team is a pretty 
mixed group when it 
comes to experience. 
The roster includes six 
seniors and six juniors 
wi th  championship 
experience under their 
belts, but the team also 
welcomes a group of 
fi ve freshmen.

What could be South’s 
biggest strength is the 
leadership from this 
year’s senior captains. 
This year’s captains 
include Abby Evans, 
Bella Peruski and Molly 
Reynolds. Also serving 
as a captain is senior 
goalie Rosie Smith, who 
comes into the season 
as South’s stalwart 
between the pipes.

“She’s been a first-
team All-State goalie 
two years in a row,” 
Bohlinger said about 
Smith. “She’s coming in 
as a senior captain so 

much more mature than 
even the last two years. 
… She’s buying into 
wanting to be that per-
son for her team again 
and it’s such a blessing 
to have a really skilled 
goaltender for as long 
as we’ve been able to 
have her.”

Smith’s experience in 
net is one of South’s 
biggest strengths this 
season as it looks to 
defend its state title. 
She stopped 19 shots in 
South’s 4-1 win over 
Liggett  Wednesday, 
Nov. 13, in a state cham-
pionship game rematch 
to open the season. 
Reynolds scored twice 
in that win, with Evans 
and Ruby Lenhard also 
fi nding the back of the 
net. 

The Blue Devils faced 
Mid-Michigan Alliance 
on Friday, Nov. 15, win-
ning 3-1. Lenhard and 
Evans both found the 
back of the net, with 
Sophia Husek also scor-
ing. South fi nished up 
its weekend road trip 
with a 3-2 win over 
T r a v e r s e  C i t y  o n 
Saturday, Nov. 16.

Everything for South 
this year seems to come 
down to leadership. The 
seniors know what is 
expected of them and 
the underclassmen who 
are joining the program 
are learning that stan-
dard as well, while also 
adding some much-
needed depth. That 
combination could be 
what helps propel the 
Blue Devils back to the 
state championship 
game in March.

“I would say we have 
three very strong, play-
able lines at any time,” 
Bohlinger said. “In high 
school, it’s uncommon 
to have three lines that 
you can play all game. 
… We have four very 
clear leaders who I 
always knew were going 
to be wearing those cap-
tains’ letters and I 
couldn’t ask for a better 
group of captains and 
leaders.”

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Senior goalie Rosie Smith returns to South’s lineup this season after being a 
key piece in the team’s state championship run last winter.

PHOTOS BY LEON HALIP

South senior Molly Reynolds controls the puck for the Blue Devils in the team’s game against University 
Liggett on Wednesday, Nov. 13.

The Norsemen hope 
that group and other 
returning players will 
carry things early in the 
season while the team’s 
newer players get up to 
speed and that every-
thing comes together 
down the road. As the 
team began the season 
last week, some prom-
ising signs were already 
there. 

North opened the 
new season against 
Regina Thursday, Nov. 
14, and won 9-3. Cueter 
scored six goals, while 
Martin added one and 
Kate Kasuba scored 
twice. The team also 
won its home opener 

on Saturday, Nov. 16, 
against Ann Arbor 
Skyline-Huron 3-2. 
Cueter found the back 
of the net twice and 
Martin also scored in 
the victory for the 
Norsemen.

A strong start is 
always helpful, but 
North’s focus this sea-
son includes the long 
term as well. There is 
hope that this year’s 
team can lay the 
groundwork for the 
future of the program 
and, with so many 
newly recruited players 
already joining the fold, 
the focus is on continu-
ing that.

“The goal is to grow 
hockey at North really,” 
Shaheen said. “... We’re 
trying to make it an 

inclusive team and we 
want people to come 
out and see if it’s some-
thing that they would 
be interested in doing. 
… Wi thou t  these 
recruits, we would’ve 
only had juniors and 
seniors returning this 
year, so we want to 
keep growing the pro-
gram and show the 
people at Grosse Pointe 
North that we can have 
a great team and a 
great program and 
these girls can have so 
much fun playing a 
winter sport.”

The Norsemen faced 
Liggett Tuesday, Nov. 
19, after press time. 
They are home again 
Friday, Nov. 22, host-
i n g  M i d - M i c h i g a n 
Alliance at 7:30 p.m. 

NORTH:
Continued from page 2D

““II can'tt sayy enoughh goodd thingss aboutt Tom.. Hee helpedd uss 
ffindd aa housee andd thenn selll itt severall yearss later.. Whenn wee 
wweree lookingg forr ourr home,, hee spentt countlesss hourss 
sshowingg uss aroundd andd hiss knowledgee andd insightss helpedd 
uuss falll inn lovee withh thee area.. Whenn wee finallyy foundd ourr 
hhome,, Tomm didd ann expertt jobb inn conductingg whatt provedd too 
bbee aa difficultt negotiation.. Whenn itt wass timee too sell,, theree 
wwass noo doubtt thatt Tomm wass ourr guy.. Oncee again,, hee camee 
tthroughh andd farr exceededd ourr expectations.. Itt wass aa 
pparticularrlyy complicatedd salee becausee wee weree overseass att 
tthee time.. Tomm wasn'tt phased.. Hee handlleedd thingss inn ourr 
aabsencee withh aplombb (whichh includedd manyy taskss thatt hee 
wwouldd nott havee too doo inn aa normall sale),, happilyy 
aaccommodatedd aa 12--hhourr timee difference,, andd deliveredd aa 
ffinall resultt thatt wass welll abovee whatt wee expecctedd goingg 
iin.. Mostt importantly,, Tomm iss jusstt aa solidd humann beingg alll 
aaround.. Again,, II cannott recommendd himm enough””  

CClientt rreview;; Zillow–– 111/2202244 
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GROSSE POINTE NORTH

Boys Varsity Basketball

For certain high school 
sports teams, there are 
times when a class of 
athletes who have been 
together for years fi nally 
reach the culmination of 
their careers together. 
That is what the Grosse 
Pointe North varsity 
boys basketball team is 
experiencing this season 
as the Norsemen are 
looking for a large and 

experienced senior class 
to carry the way.

“This is probably the 
hardest-working group 
of seniors that I’ve had 
because they’re so dedi-
cated to basketball,” 
North boys basketball 
head coach Rob Johnson 
said. “Basically, since 
March they’ve been 
going nonstop in the 
weight room and they’ve 
played summer ball and 
fall ball. They’ve been 
really nonstop and have 

been working their tails 
off, so they’re ready to 
go.”

North’s team this sea-
son is made up of a 
majority of seniors. 
Some of the ones 
expected to lead the way 
should be familiar to 
Norsemen fans. Leo 
Perettie is going to be a 
focal point while running 
North’s offense from the 
point guard position. In 
the paint, senior big man 
RJ Williams is expected 
to be a force. Other 
seniors Johnson looks to 
play big roles include 
Dequan Howell, Ben 
Rickerman, Devin Hedd 
and Josh Sherrill. 

This season, North will 
be competing in the 
MAC Blue Division, so 
divisional opponents 
include Fraser, L’Anse 
Creuse, Henry Ford II, 
Warren Cousino and 
Anchor Bay. Outside of 
league play, North has a 
strong schedule that 
includes games against 
Roseville Dec. 12, and a 
rivalry showdown at 
Grosse Pointe South 
Dec. 19. The Norsemen 
also get to play in a few 
different showcases 
throughout the season, 
providing them with a 
strong variety of compe-
tition that should test 
them well.

“Playing different 
teams this year is going 
to be cool for us,” 

Johnson said. “We had a 
good enough summer 
where we got invited to 
some showcases. … 
There’s a lot of different 
teams we’re playing 
against this year that 
have us excited.”

While it is sure to be 
tested, North is hoping 
its strong group of upper-
classmen can lead them 
to wins in some of those 
tough matchups. The 
name of the game for the 

Norsemen this year is 
culture and the coaches 
and players are confi-
dent it can take them far.

“We set a good tone 
and had a good founda-
tion last year working 
on our culture,” Johnson 
said. “... Now, these guys 
are a confi dent group of 
kids. They’ve played a 
lot of basketball and 
they’re all best friends. 
They’re an unselfish 
group and they know 

that they’re going to 
have to sacrifi ce for each 
other and they’re willing 
to sacrifice for each 
other.”

North opens the sea-
son with a road game at 
Warren Woods-Tower 
Tuesday, Nov. 26, tip-
ping off at 7 p.m. The 
N o r s e m e n ’ s  h o m e 
opener is scheduled for 
Wednesday, Dec. 4, 
against Lake Shore, 
starting at 7 p.m.

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Veterans are key to helping Norsemen 
boys basketball team take big leap

RJ Williams is one of several key returning seniors 
on this year’s boys hoops squad for North.

PHOTOS BY MIKE ADZIMA

The Norsemen expect senior guard Leo Perettie to play a major role on this 
year’s veteran-led team.

UNIVERSITY LIGGETT

Boys Varsity Basketball

Young Liggett boys hoops team 
hopes culture sets the tone for success

Last season marked the 
beginning of a new era for the 
University Liggett School var-
sity boys basketball team with 
the arrival of new head coach 
James Scott. After fi nishing 
8-12 and losing in the district 
semifi nal round of the play-
offs last season, the Knights 
are optimistic about the future 
heading into the second sea-
son with Scott at the helm, 
with what they believe to be a 
strong basketball culture 
growing at the school as the 
season gets ready to tip off.

“We had a lot of freshmen 
come out and I think the bas-
ketball culture is getting really 
exciting,” Scott said. “... The 
energy from the guys has been 
great. They’re learning and 
I’ve seen some of our return-
ing guys from last year getting 
better and taking on more 
leadership roles.”

Having a strong freshman 
turnout seems to epitomize 
what this year’s Liggett team 

is largely about: youth. The 
Knights are going to have 
plenty of depth with young 
players they believe can be 
developed into exciting talent, 
but the few veterans the team 
still has are going to be a main 
focal point.

At the forefront are the 
Knights’ only two seniors on 
the roster, Bobby Harthorn 
and captain Jackson Fetter. 
Expected to make major con-
tributions alongside those two 
seniors is junior Deagan Barr, 
giving Liggett a “big three” of 
sorts.

“Those three will spearhead 
us and we’ve got some 
younger 10th-grade guys that 
are going to play well because 
we’re pretty young,” Scott 
said.

When it comes to the 
younger players on this team, 
Scott is expecting some big 
things from sophomores Sean 
Harris and DeVon Abbott. 
Those are just two of the play-
ers who could play key roles 
in the Knights’ youth move-
ment. 

The rising talent Liggett 
believes it has this season is 
giving hope that this new era 
of Knights basketball will 
start to take off. The growth 
and development of more tal-
ent also is going to help the 
Knights be more versatile on 
the court, giving opponents 
more things to defend and 
look out for.

“I think we’ve got more ath-
letes than we had last year, so 
we’ll be able to push the tempo 
a bit,” said Scott. “... I think 
we’ve also improved our 
shooting. Guys have been put-
ting in the work and we’ve 
added some guys who can 
shoot the basketball a little 
bit. They’re playing fast and 
playing at a better pace. We 
have more space on the fl oor 
and with Jackson Fetter being 
our big man, it’ll be a bit 
harder for teams to double- or 
triple-team him a lot and that 
could help us.”

Liggett boys basketball 
opens the season at home 
Tuesday, Dec. 3, hosting 
Oakland Christian at 7 p.m.

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

PHOTO COURTESY OF UNIVERSITY LIGGETT ATHLETICS 

Senior Jackson Fetter will serve as a captain of this year’s 
Liggett boys basketball team.
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GROSSE POINTE SOUTH

Boys Varsity Basketball

Sharpshooters ready to lead 
Blue Devils boys basketball this winter

The Grosse Pointe 
South varsity boys bas-
ketball team has been 
preparing for the 2024-25 
season since last winter 
season ended. The Blue 
Devils have a strong core 
of returning veterans to 
this year’s roster, mixed 
with a few up-and-com-
ing underclassmen, who 
are all champing at the 
bit for the season to tip 
off.

“They came in ready to 
go,” South boys basket-
ball head coach Stephen 
Benard said. “... We 
played a lot in the sum-
mer and did a lot in the 
offseason. We had a reg-
ular practice plan start-
ing from day one and it’s 
nothing these guys 
couldn’t handle and 
nothing that we haven’t 
done in the past.”

South’s staple in recent 
years has been strong 
shooting and that should 
be no different this sea-
son. Leading the group of 
sharpshooters for the 
Blue Devils is senior Tory 
James, who broke a 
school record with eight 
made three-pointers in a 
game against Dakota last 
season. 

Expected to help lead 
South’s offense produc-
tion alongside James are 

fellow seniors Vince 
Vachon, James Michelotti 
and Adam Czarnik. 
Sophomore Kooper 
Richards also will help 
run the offense from the 
point guard spot. 

With the Blue Devils’ 
shooting ability also 
comes what Benard 
believes to be great vision 
and playmaking ability 
among some of the 
team’s top players, which 
could make South a very 

diffi cult team to stop.
“Not only shooting, but 

we’re going to move the 
ball well, since that’s 
been our staple,” Benard 
said. “It’s even more 
intensified this year. 
We’ve got a lot of guys 
who can get into the 

paint and make things 
happen and draw and 
kick.”

The Blue Devils’ abili-
t ies,  especially on 
offense, are going to be 
put to the test week in 
and week out this season. 
South once again is play-

ing in the MAC Red 
Division and will be look-
ing for a third consecu-
t i v e  d i v i s i o n 
championship. That 
means the team’s league 
schedule will include the 
l i k e s  o f  D a k o t a , 
Chippewa Valley and 

Roseville, as well as new-
comers Port Huron 
Northern and Warren 
Lincoln. 

Outside of the stacked 
MAC Red, South has 
plenty of tough non-
league tests on the slate 
this winter. The Blue 
Devils are expecting a 
battle against crosstown 
rival Grosse Pointe North 
Dec. 19. They face 
Canton in the Holiday 
Extravaganza at North 
Farmington Dec. 29, and 
South also takes on Old 
Redford in the D Zone 
showcase that the Blue 
Devils are hosting Feb. 8. 

“We try to play the best 
teams and play away 
from South a lot,” Benard 
said. “We’re playing in 
three showcases this 
year. … Lincoln and Port 
Huron Northern moved 
up to the (MAC) Red. 
Lincoln won a state 
championship last year 
and we were their last 
defeat in the MAC 
Championship. … We’ve 
got a really good sched-
ule.”

South begins the sea-
son at home Monday, 
Nov. 25, hosting Romeo 
at 7 p.m.

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

South’s Tory James set a school record for three-pointers made in a game last season and returns this win-
ter looking to be a key contributor for the Blue Devils on the court.

grossepointenews.com/athlete-of-the-week

To nominate a future Athlete of
the Week, scan the QR code or 

visit our website.

ATH ETEATH ETE
OF THE WEEK

Do you know an outstanding
high school athlete?

Nominate them for Athlete of the Week
and put them in the running for Athlete of the Year.

PUBLIC NOTICE
ORDINANCE NOS. 464 AND 465

Please take notice that the City Council of the City of Grosse 
Pointe has passed Ordinance No. 464 amending Section 82-
67 - Lawn Extensions, and Ordinance No. 465 amending 
Chapter 50, Article III - Special Events, of the Grosse Pointe 
Code of Ordinances. 
Ordinance No. 464 amends Section 82-67 – Lawn Extensions 
to further detail the uses permitted and maintenance required 
on city property between the sidewalk and the street.
Ordinance No. 465 amends Chapter 50, Article III – Special 
Events clarifying expectations and enhancing the special 
event application process. 
These Ordinances will become effective ten days after the 
publication of this Notice.  The complete text of Ordinance 
No. 464 and 465 are available at Grosse Pointe City Hall, 
17147 Maumee, Grosse Pointe, MI, Mon.-Fri., 8:00 am to 
4:30 pm.  Telephone 313-885-5800.

Christopher M. Hardenbrook,
City Clerk

GPN: 11/21/24
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712 GARAGES / MINI
STORAGE WANTED

MY little car
needs a place to

hibernate.
If you have garage

space for her,
please call or text

(313)790-1283

716 OFFICE / COMMERCIAL 
FOR RENT

PROFESSIONAL
OFFICE SUITE

for lease
IN THE VILLAGE

Remodeled,
quartz countertops,

new appliances.
PRIVATE ON-SITE

PARKING
Call (313)510-8259

Property For Rent

819 CEMETERY LOTS

RESURRECTION
CEMETERY

Two plots by 12th
Station of the

Cross. Call Mike
(586)322-4930

209 HELP WANTED
PROFESSIONAL

Full-time
executive AdministrAtor

 The Helm is seeking a dynamic, self-
motivated and team-oriented professional 
administrator to support activities for the 
Executive Director, Staff and Board of Directors.
 This person will act as a project manager 
with the ED and assist in the preparation of 
strategic communications, organizational 
strategy and other special projects. Proficiency 
with Microsoft Office Suite and Teams required. 
Must have strong interpersonal skills, excellent 
communication and organizational skills; 
demonstrated analytical skills, attention to 
detail and commitment to accuracy.

Send resume and cover letter to  
ksiddall@helmlife.org  

Include Executive Administrator in subject line.

406 ESTATE SALES

Parking on one side only, stay away from the hydrants

313 779 0193
www.marciawilkestatesales.com

This is a nice sale with lots of interesting 
items! We have a country French dining 
set for six, very nice carved pieces of 
furniture, occasional tables and chairs, 
oriental carpets, oil paintings, French sofa,  
70’s sofa, mid century bedroom furniture, 
Lenox “Wheat” for ten, women’s clothing 
including lovely evening wear, jewelry, 
cufflinks, sewing, books, 1940’s Denby 
Navigators, snowblower, lawnmower, 
wheelchair, lots and lots more!

5 LAKESHORE LANE
GROSSE POINTE SHORES
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 
NOVEMBER 22 AND 23
9:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.

112124

Street Numbers honored Friday at 8:30 a.m.
Check out some featured items at 

marciawilkestatesales.com on Wednesday evening
We accept cash, checks, VISA, MasterCard, AMEX, 

Discover and Apple Pay 

300 SITUATIONS WANTED
BABYSITTERS

ATTENTION: by
MICHIGAN LAW

DAY CARE
FACILITIES

(In-Home & Centers)
Must Show Their

Current License To
Advertising

Representative
When Placing Your
Ads. THANK YOU.
Parents- Please

Verify All Child Care
Licenses!

100 ANNOUNCEMENTS
In observance of
THANKSGIVING

DAY
the office is closed
November 28, 2024
Grosse Pointe News

Classified
EARLY DEADLINE

MONDAY 1PM
November 25, 2024

PREPARE for power
outages today with

a Generac Home
Standby Generator.
Act now to receive

a FREE 5 Year
warranty with

qualifying purchase.
Call 1(855)773-8191
today to schedule a
free quote. It’s not
just a generator.

It’s a power move.

123 DECORATING SERVICES

MONIKA BUDNIAK
specializes in
elegant yet
functional

architectural and
interior design

solutions within
residential and

corporate projects
across the globe.

(248)982-7167
monikabw@

monikabudniak.com

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

Lead Receptionist
Wanted

The Helm at the Boll
Life Center, a

nonprofit
organization that

serves as an
essential resource
to older adults in

the Grosse Pointes
and Harper Woods,

is seeking a
customer-service
oriented individual
with a passion for
working directly
with the public,

specifically a senior
population. Must be

reliable, flexible,
organized and

detail oriented, able
to take initiative
and work closely
with other team

members.
Excellent verbal and

written
communication

skills and
experience with MS

Office programs
(Word, Excel,

 Outlook) required.
Must have a high

school diploma and
knowledge of

administrative and
clerical procedures.

This is a full-time
position and
includes a

generous benefits
package.

To apply, submit
resume and cover
letter to ksiddall@

helmlife.org.
Include

“Lead Receptionist”
in the subject line.

202 HELP WANTED
CLERICAL / OFFICE

FINANCIAL
SERVICES

business in Grosse
Pointe Woods

looking for part
time secretary.
The job requires

client interaction,
computer literacy
and organizational

skills.
Flexible schedule.

Pay based on
experience and

skill level.
Send Resume:

ctgabel@yahoo.com
to apply.

302 SITUATION WANTED
CONVALESCENT CARE

CITA ANGELS
HOME CARE

Caregiver services.
24 hour care. We
assist in cooking,
cleaning, bathing/
grooming, doctor's

appointments,
errands, etc.

Accepting
medicaid payments.

1(866)54-ANGEL

304 SITUATION WANTED
GENERAL

304 SITUATION WANTED
GENERAL

COMPANION/
CAREGIVER

Lifelong Grosse
Pointe Resident

Hoping to find the
right senior to work

for & with.
Together we can

bring a bit of joy to
your life with

various activities
& outings, or just

relax at home.
Please call

(313)550-3154
so we can meet &

discuss your needs.
Thank you.

Local help you
can trust!

Cleaning, errands,
health care
assistance,
pet sitting,

babysitting—
we do it all!

From the area,
ready to help.
Schedule us

online at
LauraSpalding.com

Willing to learn
new tasks!

305 SITUATION WANTED
HOUSE CLEANING

YOU FINALLY
FOUND US!

Women who
actually like

to clean.
Thorough, reliable,

trustworthy.
Over 25 years
experience.
References.

(313)550-2890

312 SITUATION WANTED
ORGANIZING

DUCKS IN A ROW
De-cluttering and
organizing your
home! Closets,

basements,
whole house.
Organize your
paper clutter.

Home information,
notebooks,

Medical journals,
memory albums.

Becky Schlaff
(313)580-2528
Susan Mason
(313)910-9705

schlaffb@
comcast.net
rwmason@

comcast.net

406 ESTATE SALES

COMPLETE
FULL HOUSE

MOVING SALE!
This home features

beautiful
furnishings from top
of the line furniture

companies:
Bernhardt, Sherril,

Bob Mackie,
American Drew,

Stanley, and other
custom furniture

companies. Marble
top coffee and end
tables, gorgeous
clothing in real
women's sizes

12- 18, nice quality
men's suits,

beautiful
decorative items,

several large
beautiful paintings,

custom curio
cabinet. Furniture

includes 3 full
bedroom sets,

dining set,
sectional couch in
beautiful condition,

couch by Sherril.
Beautiful bed linens,

lots of Christmas,
12' Christmas tree,
kitchen and every-
day household and

MUCH MORE!
6866 Cambridge Ct.

West Bloomfield.
Friday, Saturday

10- 5.
Sunday 11- 4.

For pictures and
further details go to

estatesales.net
Alison's

Magnificent
Obsession

(586)713-1652

407 FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Seasoned Mixed

Hardwoods.
Delivered & Stacked

Wood racks
built to suit.

Buy partial cord
if desired.
Face Cord

Delivered $180
or $125 for Pickup
Text only please

(313)417-6034 Eric

409 GARAGE / YARD /
RUMMAGE SALE

TOOL AND
HARDWARE SALE

Saturday
November 23rd

Time 9 to 3
19840 Holiday

Road,
Grosse Pointe

Woods
(313)205-8682
for questions.

Big items:
Ryobi Generator,

John Deer Tractor,
DeWalt Miter saw

with stand,
Chipper Shredder,

Gibson Freezer.

415 WANTED TO BUY

SELL ME YOUR
VINYL RECORDS
We buy LP's, 45's

No collection
too large.

We come to you!
RIPE RECORDS

Call (313)469-7479

510 ANIMAL SERVICES

JACKIE's PET & PAL
SERVICES, LLC

Animal Sitting &
House Sitting,

40 Years
(313) 680-6688
jackiespetspals

@att.net
www.saintclair

shorespetsitter.com

Classifieds
Work For You

To place an ad call:
(313)882-6900 x4

YouHave

Heard?
You’ll sell it FASTER here!

classifieds
313-882-6900 ext. 4

Classified advertising

Place an Order
MAIL OR FAX THIS FORM (OR PLACE AN ORDER ON OUR WEB SITE)
Grosse Pointe News
Mail: Classified Advertising, 16980 Kercheval Pl., Grosse Pointe, MI 48230

Phone: (313) 882-6900 Ext. 4  Fax: (313) 882-1585

Web: grossepointenews.com

Email: classifieds@grossepointenews.com

YOUR ADVERTISEMENT
CLASSIFICATION NAME:

$25 FOR 35 WORDS. ADDITIONAL WORDS, .30¢ EACH. CALL FOR COLOR!

NO. OF WEEKS:                  X    COST PER WEEK:                =    TOTAL:                 

36                      $25.3035                      $25.00

40                      $26.5039                      $26.2038                      $25.9037                      $25.60

YOUR CONTACT AND BILLING INFORMATION

NAME:

STREET ADDRESS:

CITY:                                                         STATE:                ZIP:

PHONE

AMOUNT ENCLOSED:

CARD NO:                                                                 EXP. DATE:
Prepayment is required. We accept credit cards, cash and check.

DEADLINES
Please call for holiday deadline
dates and times, subject to change.

PRICING
Prepayment is required. We accept 
credit cards, cash and check.

FREQUENCY DISCOUNTS
Given for multi-week scheduled
advertising with prepayment or 
credit approval. Call for rates or for 
more information. Phone lines can 
be busy on Monday and Tuesday.
Please call early.

WORD ADS:
35 words for $25.00;
additional words are 30¢ each.
Abbreviations are not accepted.

BORDER ADS STARTING AT:
$26.00 per column inch

CLASSIFYING
AND CENSORSHIP
We reserve the right to classify 
each ad under its appropriate 
heading. The publisher reserves 
the right to edit or reject ad copy 
submitted for publication.

CORRECTIONS
AND ADJUSTMENTS
Responsibility for classified 
advertising errors is limited to either  
a cancellation of the charge or a  
re-run of the portion of the error. 
Notification must be given in time for  
the correction in the following issue.  
We assume no responsibility for the 
same after the first insertion.

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M.
CLASSIFIED WORD ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M. 

General 
Listings
ANNOUNCEMENTS
097 Property for Sale
098 Greetings
099 Business Opportunities
100 Announcements
101 Prayers
102 Lost & Found
SPECIAL SERVICES
103 Attorneys/Legal
104 Accounting
105 Art
106 Business Services
107 Catering
108 Computer Service
109 Entertainment
110 Delivery Service
111 GP Miscellany
112 Health & Nutrition
113 Home Concierge Services
114 Music Education
115 Party Planners/Helpers
116 Local Harvest

117 Secretarial Services
118 Tax Service
119 Transportation/Travel
120 Tutoring Education
121 General Services
122 Alterations/Tailoring
123 Decorating Services
124 Beauty Services
125 Financial
126 Contributions
127 Video Services
128 Photography
129 Sports Training
130 Art Frame/Restore
131 Counselors/ Therapists
HELP WANTED
200 Help Wanted General
201 Help Wanted   
 Babysitter
202 Help Wanted Clerical/  
	 Office
203 Help Wanted Dental/
 Medical
204 Help Wanted Domestic
205 Help Wanted Legal

206 Help Wanted Part Time
207 Help Wanted Sales
208 Help Wanted Nurses 
 Aide/Caregiver
209 Help Wanted Professional
210 Help Wanted Restaurant
211 Help Wanted Management
212 Job Fair
SITUATION WANTED
300 Situations Wanted  
 Babysitter
301 Clerical
302 Convalescent Care
303 Day Care
304 General
305 House Cleaning
306 House Sitting
307 Nurses Aides
308	Office	Cleaning
309 Sales
310 Assisted Living
312 Organizing
MERCHANDISE
400 Antiques / Collectibles

401 Appliances
402 Arts & Crafts
403 Auctions
404 Bicycles
405 Computers
406 Estate Sales
407 Firewood
408 Furniture
409 Garage/Yard/  
 Rummage Sale
410 Household Sales
411 Clothes/Jewelry
412 Miscellaneous Articles
413 Musical Instruments
414	Office/Business		 	
 Equipment
415 Wanted To Buy
416 Sports Equipment
417 Tools
418 Toys/ Games
419 Building Materials
420 Resale/Consignment  
 Shops
421 Books

ANIMALS
500 Animals Adopt A Pet
502 Horses For Sale
503 Household Pets For Sale
504 Humane Societies
505 Lost And Found
506 Pet Breeding
507 Pet Equipment
508 Pet Grooming
509 Pet Boarding/Sitting
510 Animal Services

AUTOMOTIVE
600 Cars
601 Chrysler
602 Ford
603 General Motors
604 Antique/Classic
605 Foreign
606 Sport Utility
607 Junkers
608 Parts/Tires/Alarms
609 Rentals/Leasing

610 Sports Cars
611 Trucks
612 Vans
613 Wanted To Buy
614 Auto Insurance
615 Auto Services
616 Auto Storage

RECREATIONAL
650 Airplanes
651 Boats And Motors

652 Boat Service/Care
653 Boat Parts
654 Boat Storage/Docking
655 Campers
656 Motorbikes
657 Motorcycles
658 Motor Homes
659 Snowmobiles
660 Trailers/Tractors
661 Water Sports
662 Recreational Vehicles

Real Estate
RENTALS
700 Apts/Flats/Duplex:  
 Grosse Pointe/Harper Woods
701 Apts/Flats/Duplex:
 Detroit/Wayne County
702 Apts/Flats/Duplex: St.  
 Clair Shores/Macomb County
703 Apts/Flats/Duplex:
 Wanted to Rent
704 Houses: Rent
705 Houses: Grosse   
 Pointe/Harper Woods
706 Houses: Detroit/
 Wayne County
707 Houses: St. Clair Shores/
 Macomb County
708 Apts/Flats/Duplex: Rent
709 Townhouses/ 
 Condos to Rent

710 Townhouses/Condos  
 Wanted
711 Garages/Mini Storage  
 for Rent
712 Garages/Mini Storage  
 Wanted
713 Industrial/Warehouse  
 Rental
714 Living Quarters 
 to Share
715 Hunting Rentals
716	Offices/Commercial	
 for Rent
717	Offices/Commercial		
 Wanted
718 Property Management
719 Rent with Option to Buy
720 Rooms for Rent
721 Vacation Rental:   
 Florida

 
722 Vacation Rental: 
 Out of State
723 Vacation Rental:   
 Michigan
724 Vacation Rental: Resort
725 Rentals/Leasing
726 Waterfront
727 Relocation Services

HOMES/LOTS FOR SALE
800 House for Sale
801 Commercial Buildings
802 Commercial Property
803 Condos/Apts/Flats
804 Country Homes
805 Property for Sale
806 Florida Property
807 Investment Property
808 Waterfront Homes

809 Waterfront Lots
810 Lake/River Resorts
811 Lots for Sale
812 Mortgages/Land
       Contracts
813 Northern Michigan  
       Homes
814 Northern Michigan Lots
815 Out of State Homes &  
       Property
816 Real Estate Exchange
817 Real Estate Wanted
818 Sale or Lease
819 Cemetery Lots
820 Business For Sale
821 Open House
822 Vacation Properties
824 Mobile Homes
825 Estate Sales
826 Auctions

Guide to
Services
900 Air Conditioning
901 Alarm Installation Repair
902 Siding
903 Appliance Repairs
904 Asphalt Paving Repair
906 Basement Remodeling
907 Basement	Waterproofing
908	Bathtub	Refinishing
911 Brick/Block Work
912 Building/Remodeling
913 Cargo/ Auto Transport
914 Carpentry
915 Carpet Cleaning
916 Carpet Maintenance
917 Ceilings
918 Cement Work
919 Chimney Cleaning

920 Chimney Repair
921 Closets
922 Computer Services
923 Construction Repair
924 Demolition
925 Decks/Patios
926 Doors
927 Debris/ Clutter 
 Removal
929 Drywall/Plastering
930 Electrical Services
933 Excavating
934 Fences
935 Fire/Flood Damage
936 Floor Sanding/  
	 Refinishing
937 Floor Installation
938	Furniture	Refinishing/	
 Upholstering
939 General Services

940 Glass-Residential/  
 Commercial
941 Home Concierge Services
942 Garages
943 Landscapers / Gardeners
944 Gutters
945 Handyman
946 Home Services
947 Heating/Cooling
 Repair & Installation
948 Insulation
949 Janitorial Services
950 Engine/Motor Repair
951 Iron Work
952 Locksmith
953 Marble/Stone
954 Painting/Decorating
956 Pest Control
957 Plumbing & Installation
958 Pool Maintenance

959 Power Washing
960	Roofing	Service
961 Security Enforcement
962 Sanitation Services
964 Sewer Cleaning Service
965 Shutters
966 Snow Removal
968 Shrink Wrapping
969 Swimming Pool Service
970 T.V./Radio/CB Radio
971 Tree Service
973 Tile Work
974 VCR/DVD Repair
975 Vacuum Sales/Service
976 Ventilation Service
977 Wall Washing
980 Window Installation
981 Window Washing
983 Welding

COMPLETE INDEX

PHONE: 313-882-6900 EXT. 4 WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COMFAX: 313-882-1585
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907 BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

 

 

  

 

 

313-886-8088

Masonary Restoration
 Chimneys - Porches
 Brick Walls - Steps

 Tuck Pointing - Patios

 
Basement

Waterproofing
313-886-8088
911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,

tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and

insured.
masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525

Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING

FINANCING

•Chimneys
•Porches
•Concrete

•Steps
•Stonework

•Tuckpointing
•Patios

•Fireplaces
•Brick Work
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

912 BUILDING / REMODELING

SAFE STEP
North America's
#1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive

lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line
installation and

service.
Now featuring our

FREE shower
package and

$1,600 Off for a
limited time!
Call today!

Financing available.
Call Safe Step

1(855)861-4501

914 CARPENTRY

914 CARPENTRY

Wood Rot
Repair Specialists

Garage
Straightening
Deck Repairs

Crown Molding
Custom Wood

Projects
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

920 CHIMNEY REPAIR

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,

tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and

insured.
masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525

Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING

FINANCING

927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

 Debris Removal
•Clean Outs

•Hauling
Unwanted Items

•Dumpsters
Available
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

DUMPSTERS
AVAILABLE

•Clean Outs
•Basement/

  Garage Clean Out
•Debris Removal

 (313)408-1166

930 ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Handyman Services
Electrical Work 

936 FLOOR SANDING /
REFINISHING

FLOOR
laying, sanding
and refinishing.

Laminate
flooring installed.
Free estimates.

Terry Yerke
(586)823-7753

939 GENERAL SERVICES

GUTTER • WINDOW
CLEANING

Insured
Call Tom Micoli
(313)656-9402

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

(313)886-0520
TREE REMOVAL

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

DAVE's
TREE & SHRUB
Tree Removal/

Trimming
Stump Grinding
Gutter Cleaning
FREE ESTIMATES

30% WINTER
DISCOUNTS

SENIOR DISCOUNTS
* FIREWOOD *

AVAILABLE
25 Years

(586)216-0904

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

MAPLE
VALLEY
LAND

MANAGEMENT
founded by Charlie
Gmeiner in January

2024, originated
from his dorm room

at Michigan State
University.

A Grosse Pointe
South '23 graduate,

Charlie studies
Construction

Management at
Michigan State

University.
His company
specializes in

landscaping and
development,

offering
innovative

solutions for
transforming

outdoor spaces.
With a focus on
aesthetic appeal
and functional

design,
Maple Valley Land

Management
combines cutting-
edge techniques

with a commitment
to sustainable

practices, aiming to
enhance and

revitalize
properties while

reflecting Charlie's
dedication to
quality and
creativity.

Call today for all of
your landscaping
and development
needs. We even
deliver firewood!
(313) 686-1281

944 GUTTERS

ELIMINATE
gutter cleaning

forever!
LeafFilter,

the most advanced
debris- blocking

gutter protection.
Schedule a

FREE LeafFilter
estimate today.

20% off
entire purchase.

PLUS 10% Senior &
Military discounts.

Call 1(866)495-1709

944 GUTTERS

Gutter
Replacement

& Repair
5 & 6 inch

Gutter Guards
Gutter Cleaning
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

GUTTER
CLEANING

Gutter Repairs
Downspouts
Deck Staining

Painting • Plaster
Work

Fully Insured.
40 year

Grosse Pointe
Resident
Call Steve

(313)244-9651

ROYAL
 ENTERPRISE
•Fall Cleanup
•Leaf Pickup

•Gutter Cleaning
•Gutter Screening

•Gutter Repair
Residential/
Commercial
Fully Insured

RAY
(313)218-2150

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
Temper Aluminum

Gutter Covers
Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

945 HANDYMAN

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Handyman Service
Electrical - Plumbing

Carpentry

945 HANDYMAN

HANDYMAN
specializing in

Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning,

Electrical
and miscellaneous

odd jobs.
Lifetime career

experience,
reference available.
Call Douglas Kehrer

at
(586)292-5971

We're your
"TO DO"

list handymen!
Let us help you with

any plumbing,
electrical,

carpentry and
much more.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
 (313)408-1166

947 HEATING & COOLING
REPAIR

 SPECIALIZING
IN SERVICE &

INSTALLATION:
•Furnace & Boilers
•Air Conditioning
•SDHV Spacepak

•Indoor Air Quality
•Ductless Mini

Splits
•Tankless Water

Heaters
(586)489-3884
www.mccarver

mech.com
FREE ESTIMATES!

948 INSULATION

A quiet home is a
relaxing home!

Blown in Cellulose
Insulation is

GREEN, cost and
energy efficient.

Red Baron
Enterprises, LLC

can insulate
your home.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

948 INSULATION

Residential
Commercial
INSULATION

 EXPERTS
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

FREE ESTIMATES
Interior/Exterior
Commercial &

Residential
313.882.9234

JOHN’S PAINTING
Interior/Exterior

Repairing:
Damaged plaster,
 drywall, cracks,

windows
puttying, caulking.
Fire/Water damage

 insurance work.
 All work

guaranteed
 G. P. References
 License/Insured
Free estimates
Senior Discount
(313)882-5038

Painting Services
Interior & Exterior

Floors
Drywall
Plaster

Restoration
Wood Finishing

+ Staining
+ much more!

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

957 PLUMBING
& INSTALLATION

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Handyman Services
Plumbing Needs 

957 PLUMBING
& INSTALLATION

Plumbing
Diagnosis

Installation
Repair

Hot Water Tanks
Snaking

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

SPECIALIZING
IN SERVICE &
INSTALLATION

•Standard Water
Heaters

•Tankless Water
Heaters

•Boiler Repair
(Steam &

Hot Water)
(586)489-3884
www.mccarver

mech.com
FREE ESTIMATES!

960 ROOFING SERVICES

NEW INSTALLATION
Roofs, Gutters

Repairs
Siding

Financing Available!
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

Residential
Commercial

ROOFING EXPERTS
Lifetime Warranty

on Shingles
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

968 SHRINK WRAPPING

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Seasonal Work 
Shrink Wrap

“Patio Furniture”

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

THIS  WEEK

= ESTATE SALE = YARD SALE See Classifieds for more details

Yard & Estate Sale Map

1. 5 Lakeshore Rd.
Grosse Pointe Shores

2. 19840 Holiday Rd.
Grosse Pointe Woods

3. 6866 Cambridge Ct.
West Bloomfield

1

3

2

Sell your Art, Antiques, Furniture, etc. in 
our special section featuring treasures and 
vintage items from here in the local area 
and around the region.

What’s Old Is News Again

Special Pricing!
plus free
photo

$20

Call the Classifieds for more details.
313-882-6900 ext. 4
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NORTH, SOUTH & LIGGETT

VOLLEYBALL
The Grosse Pointe North varsity volleyball team’s season ended on Tuesday, 
Nov. 12, in the regional semifi nal round as the Norsemen lost 3-1 to 
Eisenhower. Grosse Pointe South varsity volleyball’s season also ended on 
Nov. 12 as the 
team lost in 
the regional 
semifi nal to 
Livonia 
Stevenson 
3-1. 
University 
Liggett 
School varsi-
ty volleyball 
also lost the 
regional 
semifi nal in 
Division 3 on 
Tuesday, Nov. 
12, falling 3-0 
to Cass City.

GROSSE POINTE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

Grosse Pointe Public School System will receive sealed bid proposals until 2:00 p.m. EST on 
December 2nd, 2024, for Paving Contractor Services. Grosse Pointe Public School System will 

com by November 18th, 2024, at 11:00 a.m. EST

All bids must be addressed to:

All bids must be accompanied by a sworn and notarized statement disclosing any familial 
relationship that exists between the owner or any employee of the bidder and any member 
of the board, board of directors, or the superintendent of the school district.  A sworn and 

Bid documents may be viewed and downloaded at:

November 12th, 2024. Any questions, contact 
.

CITY OF HARPER WOODS
WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN

SYNOPSIS: REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NOVEMBER 4, 2024

The regular City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Valerie Kindle at 7:00 P.M.

ROLL CALL:  All Councilpersons were present.

MOTIONS PASSED

21, 2024.
2) To open the Public Hearing on the 2025 Budget.
3) to close the Public Hearing.

is hereby adjourned at 8:11 p.m.

RESOLUTIONS PASSED

various residential locations.

 Library 1.8053
 Debt     0.000
 Total 33.7254

document, thereby adopting the 2025 Budget as presented.

amended and its obligations under the Michigan Drain Code, Harper Woods City is mandated 

Assessments on its tax bills dated December 1, 2024.

Payment No. 2 on the 2024 Pavement Striping Program, #180-342.

as proposed and submitted by the acting Treasurer.
.

_________________________ _________________________
Valerie Kindle, Mayor Leslie M. Frank, 

North, South athletes make college futures official
Above left: Three Blue Devils make their athletic futures offi cial as they sign on to play at the next level. Left, South girls basketball’s Madison Benard signs with 
the women’s basketball team at Wayne State University. Center, Andrew DiLodovico becomes a Falcon as he signs with Bowling Green State University base-
ball. Right, Savannah Spangler offi cially joins the women’s soccer team at Marian University in Indiana. 

Above Right: Grosse Pointe North swimmer and 2023-24 Grosse Pointe News Athlete of the Year winner Avery Beal, joined by sister Hadley Beal, mom Whitney 
Beal, dad David Beal and brother Conrad Beal, signs her letter to join the women’s swim and dive team at Oakland University.

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT PHOTO BY COLIN SMITH

time.”
It is not just her team-

mates, but Handwork’s 
coaches as well, who 
make it such a great 
experience to be a Blue 
Devil. Some of her 
coaches, including head 
coach John Fodell, have 
been with her throughout 
most of her swimming 
career as Handwork also 
swims for the Grosse 
Pointe Gators club team. 

It is coaches like Fodell 

who have been with 
Handwork so long that 
they know exactly how to 
keep her motivated. 
Handwork has felt her 
confidence building all 
season, just from how 
well her teammates — 
and especially her 
coaches — know her and 
the great things she is 
capable of. That is what 
she and the rest of her 
team hope can help push 
the Blue Devils toward a 
state championship to 
end the fall.

“Last year, I feel like I 
wasn’t as confident in 

myself and I would be 
r e a l l y  n e r v o u s , ” 
Handwork said. “... 
Sometimes, it feels like 
(Coach) Fodell knows us 
better than we even know 
ourselves because he 
watches us every prac-
tice and he knows what 
we’re capable of. I like to 
go up to him before every 
race and ask him, ‘What 
do you think I’ll go on 
this?’ and the time is usu-
ally pretty accurate to 
what he says. He gives us 
a lot of confi dence and 
the coaches are all very 
supportive.”

ATHLETE:
Continued from page 1D

COURTESY PHOTO

Handwork, center, with South swim and dive teammates Heidi Bryan, left, and 
Hannah DiDio.

Whether it’s games, meets or matches, high school fall sports in the Pointes 
are in full swing and the Grosse Pointe News is here to bring you all the 
varsity action. Some of the week’s biggest hits and highlights from include:

HITS & 
HIGHLIGHTS

WRESTLING CLUB
READY TO HIT THE MATS
 The Grosse Pointe Wrestling Club is back for its 22nd season this winter 
for both new and experienced wrestlers to get into action. The club is once 
again led by coach Tony Cimmarusti, former Grosse Pointe South varsity 
coach and Harvard University wrestling captain. 
 Cimmarusti will also be joined by other coaches and Grosse Pointe wres-
tling legends, including current South varsity coaches Dave and Pat Salazar 
as well as former South captains Luke Davey, Joe Kurta, Alex Manchester 
and more. The club will also feature guest coaching sessions from wrestlers 
and coaches from around the state. 
 The club is open to interested athletes from kindergarten through 8th 
grade from the Grosse Pointe area. Practices will be held on Monday and 
Wednesday evenings beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Grosse Pointe South 
High School wrestling room inside the main gym. 
 The fi rst two practices will be held on Monday, Nov. 25 and Tuesday, Nov. 
26. Registration forms will be available at the opening practices, and parents 
are welcome to ask questions to coaches before and after practice. 
Registration costs $75 for the fi rst athlete in a family and $35 for each addi-
tional athlete.
 For more information or to ask any questions, contact coach Cimmarusti 
at GPWrestlingclub48236@gmail.com.

PHOTO COURTESY OF GROSSE POINTE NORTH ATHLETICS
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