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26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com
$$995995 Down$$995995**

per month,
24 months

No Appointments Necessary for Oil Changes

Like us on 
Facebook

$$179 179 **$$179 179 **

013025

*24month lease.10,000 miles per year, plus tax, title, plate.
See Salesperson for details. Expires 1/31/25.

2025 Buick Encore2025 Buick Encore
GX PreferredGX Preferred

Purchase a 2025 for
$25,869 Stock #B551717

26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com
$99 *

per mo. 24 Months

No Appointments Necessary for Oil ChangesLike us on 
Facebook

013025

*Pricing is priced on 24 month lease. 10,000 miles per year, plus
tax, title, plate. See Salesperson for details. Expires 1/31/25.

$995*

Down
Purchase a 2025 for

$36,999 Stock #551884

pp y ff gFacebook

*Pr***
taxtatt

2025 Chevy Equinox EV LT2025 Chevy Equinox EV LT

26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com $995 Down

per month, 24 months

No Appointments Necessary for Oil Changes

Like us on 
Facebook

*Pricing is based on 24 month lease. 10,000 miles per year, plus tax, title, plate.
  See Salesperson for details. Expires 1/31/25

$$129 129 **$$129 129 **

Purchase for
$26,239 Stock #G545230

013025

2024 Terrain SLE2024 Terrain SLE

See section C
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Warm-up on the way
Even the sleds hanging on the gate in the background can’t dampen our eagerness for spring to arrive. 
This sign, in front of Allemon’s Landscape Center on Mack, throws a better shadow on a sunny day than 
the groundhog in February.  Hurry up, spring.  We have been cold long enough!

HARPER WOODS —
Harper Woods’ decision 
to discontinue its decade-
plus partnership with the 
Grosse Pointe Animal 

Adoption Society earlier 
this month was the hot 
topic during its most re-
cent council meeting 
Wednesday, Jan. 22. 

A number of concerned 
residents took the podium 
during public comment — 

including two individuals 
in support of the ruptured 
partnership, citing an 
inequitable deal proposed 
between the two entities 
— forcing city offi cials to 
comment on the matter 
that remains tabled on the 

council agenda, though 
G P A A S  E x e c u t i v e 
Director Corrine Martin 
earlier reported a Jan. 7 
correspondence from 
interim City Manager 
John Szymanski stating 
the city would not be pur-

suing a partnership from 
the organization in the 
future. 

The  re la t ionsh ip 
between GPAAS and 
Harper Woods — the city 
in which GPAAS is head-
quartered — soured when 

a $79,300 annual usage 
fee was presented to the 
city, following more than 
12 years where GPAAS 
handled its stray dog 
problem at no charge 

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Resolution sought to ease strain between GPAAS, HW

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— The mayor is checking 
if the school board is do-
ing its homework.

Mayor Michele Hodges 
expects district repre-
sentatives to update the 
city council soon on 
progress toward reopen-
ing Trombly Elementary 
School.

Trombly was closed in 
June 2020 due to enroll-
ment drops, but has bet-
ter prospects due to a 
reported increase in dis-
trict school-age popula-

tion.
“We plan to continue 

to stay actively engaged 
in holding them account-
able because it’s clearly 
not acceptable for that 
building to remain dere-
lict,” Hodges said this 
month.

She’s following up on a 
mayoral resolution she 
presented the school 
board Dec. 9, stating, in 
part, “Be it resolved, that 
the mayor and … council 
insist the school system 
make a decision that 
ensures this vital asset 

Mayor tests school 
board on Trombly
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— The city manager re-
ceived a raise this year. 
The bump rewards his 
performance and is in-
tended to make sure he 
stays put.

“I am very grateful,” 
City Manager Nick 
Sizeland said.

He achieved all goals 
the city council assigned 
him for 2024.

“I would not have these 
accomplishments if it 
weren’t for working with 
the council and staff,” 
Sizeland said.

Sizeland was hired as 
assistant manager in 
2016 and became man-
ager in 2019, upon the 
retirement of Dale 
Krajniak, who hired him 
and is now fi nance direc-

Manager 
achieves 
goals, 
gets raise
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

T H E  G R O S S E 
POINTES — The Grosse 
Pointe Public School 
System Board of 
Education and the 
G r o s s e  P o i n t e 
Education Association 
have agreed to a pay 
raise for most of the dis-
trict’s special education 
teachers.

A letter of agreement 
between the district and 
the union was approved 
by the board 6-0 at its 
meeting Tuesday, Jan. 
21 .  T rus tee  C l in t 
Derringer recused him-
self from the vote as his 
wife is among those 
teachers who will be 
receiving the extra 
money.

The LoA was signed 

b y  D e p u t y 
Superintendent Roy 
Bishop and GPEA 
Co-President Taryn 
Loughlin Monday, Jan. 

13. The full GPEA mem-
bership then ratified it.

“I’m proud to share 
with you the GPEA 
voted on this issue and 
approved it today,” 
Superintendent Andrea 
Tuttle said at  last 
week’s board meeting. 
“Hopefully this will 
entice more profession-

als to come to our dis-
trict.”

The agreement calls 
for teachers in autism 
spec t rum d i sorder 

(ASD) and moderate 
cogni t ive  impaired 
(MOCI) classrooms to 
receive an additional 
$10,000 for the current 
school year and another 
$10,000 during the 
2025-26 school year.

The money will come 
from the state under 
Public Act 18 of 1954, 

which established spe-
cial education programs 
in Michigan, and be dis-
persed by Wayne RESA, 
the county’s intermedi-
ate school district.

Teachers in mildly 
cogni t ive  impaired 
classrooms are not cov-
ered by Act 18 and are 
not eligible for the extra 
pay. 

Tuttle said some of 
the 33 public school dis-
tricts in Wayne County 
use the Act 18 money to 
hire special education 
teachers at a higher pay 
grade compared to their 
experience, while oth-
ers use it as bonuses.

“It’s a concern in 
e v e r y  c o m m u n i t y 
because this is abso-
lutely a wage war,” she 

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

GPPSS special ed teachers to get more pay

‘I’m proud to share with you the GPEA 
voted on this issue and approved it 
today.’
DR. ANDREA TUTTLE
GPPSS Superintendent

See RAISE, page 2A

See GPAAS, page 5A

See PAY, page 9A

See TESTS, page 3A

Home: Grosse Pointe Park
Giffels Webster president 
reflects on first year

Pointer of
INTEREST

See story, page 4A

Mike KozakMike Kozak
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tor of Grosse Pointe 
Shores.

“I’m very appreciative 
of this community,” 
Sizeland said. “I’ve 
invested my time here. I 
intend to be here for a 
long time. We haven’t 
even scratched the sur-
face of our opportunities 
here in Grosse Pointe 
Park.”

Counci lman Max 
Wiener announced dur-
ing the Jan. 13 council 
meeting that Sizeland 
earned a $12,000 annual 
raise in salary and 5 to 10 
percent increase in retire-
ment benefi ts.

Sizeland’s base annual 

pay is now $132,000.
“This increase … is for 

performance and making 
a deep dive into market 
rates and making adjust-
ments accordingly,” 
Wiener said.

All council members 
present except Christine 
Gallagher voted in sup-
port of both increases. 
C o u n c i l m a n  T o m 
Caulfi eld’s absence was 
excused due to a busi-
ness obligation.

“You frequently hear 
me talk about the profes-
sionalization of our com-
munity,” Mayor Michele 
Hodges said.  “Mr. 
Sizeland’s been steward-
ing that for us. He had 
significant accomplish-
ments. We’re rewarding 
that and are making sure 

we can retain that talent 
by doing so.”

Sizeland’s goals for 
this year have been dis-
cussed during closed ses-
sions of the council, 
Hodges said, and will be 
announced soon during 
an open session.

“That process is in pro-
cess,” she said.

Among Sizeland’s 
objectives for 2024 were:

◆ settling a public 
safety labor contract,

◆ bringing online the 
flood-fighting extreme 
emergency relief valve,

◆ completing a six-
year capital improve-
ment plan,

◆ adopting a new zon-
ing code,

◆ fulfi lling state envi-
ronmental water and 
sewer testing standards,

◆ seeking grants for 
t h e  D o w n t o w n 
Development Authority 
and Tax Increment 
Finance Authority,

◆ updating the munici-
pal water reliability study 
for better water mains 
and related infrastruc-
ture,

◆ seeking ways to 
reduce retiree legacy 
costs,

◆ working with the 
new public schools 
superintendent about the 
future of vacant Trombly 
Elementary School,

◆ pursuing cost sav-
ings through sharing or 
cooperation with the 
Grosse Pointes, exclud-
ing consolidation of pub-
lic safety forces and

◆ overseeing options to 
renovate the municipal 
marina.

RAISE:
Continued from page 1A

A chill business

COURTESY PHOTOS

After raising more than $100 for those experiencing homelessness due to the 
California wildfi res, Scherba said, “ I’m never going to California.”

Freezing weather did not slow down young entrepreneur, Soloman Scherba. 
He fi gured selling hot chocolate in The Village was a good idea the weekend of 
Jan. 18 and 19. 

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Soil borings in prepara-
tion for next year’s sched-
uled rebuild of the 
Charlevoix commercial 
streetscape show the dis-
trict can take whatever 
comes.

“This area has a lot of 
clay,” said Alex Blehm, 
project manager and 
employee of the city’s 
consulting engineers, 
OHM Advisors. “Clay is 
strong.”

The roadway measured 
nearly 20 inches thick: 10 
to 11 inches of asphalt on 
top of 5 to 8 inches of con-
crete.

“You could drive a tank 
over that,” said Arthur 
Mullen, a member of the 
Tax Increment Finance 
Authority board and 
planner for a civil engi-
neering company.

Blehm updated the 
board this month on a 
geotechnical investiga-
tion of the three-block 
work area.

“We essentially com-
pleted half of the environ-
mental proposal, which is 
fi eld investigations, prop-
erty review, environmen-
tal review, things of that 
nature,” he said.

Soil tests also showed 
no problems, including 
near 15010 Charlevoix, 
former location of 
Whittier Cleaners. An 
underground storage 
tank at the site had been 
known to leak.

“The tank has since 
been closed and remedi-
ated,” Blehm wrote in a 
summary to the board. 
“Testing found no con-
taminants of concern.”

T h e  $ 4  m i l l i o n 
streetscape is a project of 
TIFA, from which prop-
erty tax revenue is 

retained for improve-
ments and commercial 
development.

A  f e d e r a l  T A P 
( T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Alternatives Program) 
grant is fi nding roughly 
half the cost of the 
1 , 2 0 0 - f o o t - l o n g 
streetscape redo in the 
Charlevoix business dis-
trict.

Improvements are 
intended to benefit the 
area by:

◆ strengthening the 
business community by 
making the area a desti-
nation,

◆ prioritizing pedes-
trian and bicycle access,

◆ improving appear-
ances with decorative 
lighting, greenery to cap-
ture runoff and spots for 
people to congregate; and

◆ transforming the 
roadway into a curbless 
thoroughfare, making the 
entire width functional 
when closed for special 
events, such as city-orga-
nized street parties and 
concerts.

“This project entails the 
full reconstruction and 
r e i m a g i n i n g  o f 
Charlevoix from the 
western city limits at 
A l t e r  R o a d  t o 
Beaconsfield,” Blehm 
wrote. “Along with vari-
ous placemaking fea-
tures, such as street 
lighting, a curbless street 
design, rain gardens and 
enhanced landscaping, 
the project includes 
installation of a new 
water main and repairs to 
the storm sewer system 
within the area.”

“We’re also doing a 
water main as part of 
this,” said Patrick Droze, 
a principal at OHM. “As 
part of that, we’ll go 
through each building 
looking for lead service 
lines that have to be 

replaced. That will help 
us identify if there are 
sub-basements under the 
sidewalks.”

“We will submit (plans) 
to the state for final 
review around August,” 
Blehm said. “If every-
thing’s up to their stan-
dards as the grant 
administrators, the proj-
ect will be let to contrac-
tors for bids in January 
2026 and construction in 
the summer of 2026.”

Terms of the grant 
require a six- to nine-
month review by the 
S t a t e  H i s t o r i c 
Preservation Offi ce.

“They may have opin-
ions on certain types of 
materials impacting the 
historical nature of the 
area,” Blehm said.

“Things have been 
going quite nicely,” said 
Warren Rothe, TIFA 
director and assistant city 
manager.

“Now we’re getting into 
the actual design aspect 
of it,” Blehm said. “We’re 
looking for where drain-
age (and) landscaping 
needs to go; those types 
of priorities.”

Community engage-
ment has been crucial to 
the design.

“We met separately 
with the public and sepa-
rately with business own-
ers ,”  Blehm said . 
“Businesses were con-
cerned about making 
sure they could continue 
deliveries, how construc-
tion impacts the day-to-
day activities. There’s a 
feeling there’s not enough 
parking, especially on 
weekend nights. The 
(residential) community 
also had a concern about 
parking on weekends.”

Another public engage-
ment session will be held 
at a date to be determined 
in March.

No buried secrets 
on Charlevoix
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Commercial Snow and Ice Services

25305 Little Mack Ave. Saint Clair Shores, MI 48081
(586) - 343 - 8253

013025

Snow Plowing and Salting Services, 24/7

COLLISIONLLochmoorochmoor
RICK ROMATZ

IS BACK ON MACK AVENUE!
Specializing in CollisionSpecializing in Collision
Insurance Repairs. All makes & models.

22015 Greater Mack Ave.
(Between 8 & 9 Mile)

www.lochmoorcollisioncentermi.com
586-359-2867

30
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EXPERIENCE

l

24
HOUR

TOWING
586-

709-4657

RICK ROMATZ
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MONDAY, FEB. 3

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods City Council meeting, 7 p.m.
 ◆ Grosse Pointe Park City Council meeting, 7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 5

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods rescheduled Community 
Tree Commission meeting, 7 p.m.

THURSDAY, FEB. 6

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Pension Board meeting, 6 
p.m. 

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Retiree Health Care Trust 
Fund Board meeting, 7 p.m.

The Week Ahead

contributes rather than 
detracts from the com-
munity.”

“I have attended two 
board of education meet-
ings since that time to 
make certa in  th is 
remains a priority for 
them,” Hodges said.

Assistant City Manager 
Warren Rothe said nei-
ther he nor the city man-
ager have received a 
direct response or 
engagement related to 
the resolution.

“It’s good to remind 
the school system that 
(resurrecting Trombly) 
is in our (municipal) 
master plan,” Rothe said. 
“This is one of the things 
our community wants to 
see.”

“To the extent there 
hasn’t been movement 
on that property, it’s not 
for lack of trying from us 
and the city council,” 
said Michael Vethacke, 
vice chairman of the 
planning commission, 
which updates the mas-
ter plan every fi ve years. 
“It’s good that that’s 
been documented.”

“With that said, how-
ever,” Hodges said, “at 
this next council meet-
ing (7 p.m. Monday, Feb. 
3, at city hall), we’re con-
templating providing an 
update and, either at that 

meeting or the next, 
inviting the district in to 
provide a report to the 
council.”

She characterized the 
invitation as “another 
accountability” measure.

“The more you require 
those sorts of check-ins, 
the more likely you are 
to continue your momen-
tum,” Hodges said.

The district’s update is 
expected to include at 
least partial clarifi cation 
of a population forecast, 
attributed to updated 
Census data, showing an 
increase of 782 children 
younger than 5 years old 
in the Pointes.

“They (school offi-
cials) are actively enter-

taining the survey 
process, which would 
reach out to those stake-
holders impacted in the 
Trombly casement area 
to determine if the anec-
dotal data lines up with 
empirical data,” Hodges 
said. “Our community 
engagement committee 
has met as well to deter-
mine how it can play a 
role in ensuring a good 
response to that survey 
process.”

Trombly, its lawn, 
playground and parking 
lot occupy 5.2-acres of 
Grosse Pointe Public 
School System property 
below Jefferson Avenue. 
Residential neighbor-
hoods border all sides.

“The facility is critical 
to the economic health 
and vitality of the sur-
rounding neighbor-
hood,” according to the 
resolution.

Students in the area 
now cross Jefferson, a 
four-lane county road, to 
attend Defer Elementary 
School, nearly one mile 
away.

The resolution gave 
school offi cials an alter-
native, should popula-
tion fi gures not warrant 
Trombly’s reopening, to 
“effectuate the long-term 
sustainability of Trombly 
as a vibrant community 
asset, preferably as a 
pub l i c  e l ementary 
school.”

TESTS:
Continued from page 1A

The Alteration Shoppe 
at 377 Fisher is collecting 
clothing items for an 
elderly couple whose 
home is a total loss fol-
lowing a Bree Manor 
Apartments fire that 
started around midnight 
Sunday, Jan. 26, and dis-
placed dozens of resi-
dents in St. Clair County. 

Alteration Shoppe 
seamstress Kim Abraham 
is good friends with the 
couple’s son.

“The fi re started in the 
middle of the night and 
they woke up and she 
grabbed her purse and 
the cat and whatever he 
had on him and they 
left,” Abraham said. 

“They went out in their 
pajamas. The whole 
apartment building is a 
total loss.”

Donations requested 
are women’s large cloth-
ing; women’s shoes size 
7.5; men’s large clothing; 
and men’s shoes size 
10.5.  

“It just really spoke to 
my heart that they left 
with just the clothes on 
their back,” Alteration 
Shoppe owner Jennifer 
Bojarczyk said. “… If 
they get things they don’t 
need, they can then give 
it to other people in the 
apartment complex.”

— Laurel Kraus

Clothing collection 
held for displaced 
elderly couple

Grosse Pointe Farms resident Mary Card captured 
this photo while running errands Saturday, Jan. 25. 
“I spotted this girl landing in a tree, her mate cir-
cling high above, looking for their next meal,” she 
wrote in an email. “So beautiful! Made my day to 
see this pair enjoying the clear blue skies!”

Eyes in the sky
PHOTO COURTESY OF MARY CARD

Four Grosse Pointe den-
tists and specialists were 
nominated for the 
American College of 
Dentists Fellowship in-
ductions, which took 
place Oct. 16 and 17, in 
New Orleans.
The 2024 ACD induc-
tions included, from left, 
Dr. Robert Stewart, 
prosthodontist; Dr. John 
Hackenberger, oral sur-
geon; Dr. Lois 
Kovalchick, general den-
tist; Dr. George Goodis, 
endodontist and ACD 
Michigan nominator; 
and Dr. Brian Hunt, gen-
eral dentist.

PHOTO COURTESY OF 
DR. GEORGE GOODIS

Dental 
pros 
inducted

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Members of municipal 
boards and commissions 
can be shy to nominate 
colleagues for leadership 
positions.

Chairmanships come 
with duties and responsi-
bilities beyond those 
required of regular mem-
bers.

Leaders of boards pre-
side over meetings, shep-
herd their group’s 
progress and are expected 
to have a greater under-
standing of what is going 
on. They inherently take 
on the role of municipal 
spokesperson and, as 
higher-visibility represen-
tatives of the city, must be 
mindful that their com-
ments can be valued or 
misconstrued, sometimes 
intentionally, in support 
or against overall policy.

It was within this stan-
dard that Curt Ralstrom 
was nominated Jan. 15 to 
remain head of the Tax 
Increment  Finance 
Authority and, on Jan. 23, 

Patrick Coletta was nomi-
nated for another term as 
chairman of the Grosse 
Pointe Park Planning 
Commission.

Bylaws require the 
selection of offi cers dur-
ing each group’s first 
meeting of the year.

TIFA
“Would our current 

chair consider staying 
on?” TIFA board member 
Arthur Mullen asked 
Ralstrom.

“Yes.”
“How about I make a 

motion that you are our 
chairman for the next 
year?” Mullen said.

The affirmative vote 
was unanimous, as was 
the election of Christian 
Anton as vice chair.

“I would be honored,” 
she said.

TIFA next meets 7 p.m. 
Thursday, March 6, at city 
hall.

“That will be the meet-
ing where we’re discuss-
ing our budget,” said 
Warren Rothe, TIFA 
director and assistant city 
manager. “It is defi nitely 

an important meeting.”

Planning
Coletta, a prosecuting 

attorney, was appointed 
to the planning commis-
sion in January 2021 by 
Mayor Michele Hodges.

Chief among the com-
mission’s accomplish-
ments during the last 
couple years was a front-
to-back update of the 
municipal zoning ordi-
nance and drafting rules 
governing short-term 
rentals.

During the commission-
ers’ fi rst meeting of 2025, 
they wanted to maintain 
momentum by having 
Coletta remain chairman. 
But, they didn’t want to 
press the matter.

“Can I nominate you?” 
Commissioner and Vice 
Chairman Michael 
Vethacke asked Coletta.

“You can nominate 
whoever you want,” he 
answered.

“I would like to nomi-
nate Patrick Coletta as 
chair since he’s proven to 
be such a good chair,” 
Vethacke said.

The vote was unani-
mous.

“I appreciate your confi -
dence,” Coletta said.

Commissioner Devan 
Stachecki nominated 
Vethacke for another 
term as vice chair. The 
choice was affirmed 
across the board.

The commission’s next 
meeting is 5:30 p.m. 
Thursday, March 6, at city 
hall.

New appointees
Attending his fi rst meet-

ing as a member of the 
planning commission Jan. 
15 was Denzel Faulken.

Hodges appointed 
Faulken to fi ll a vacancy. 
His term runs through 
Sept. 30.

Faulken, a fi ve-year res-
ident of the Park, is a 
senior property acquisi-
tion agent for the 
Michigan Department of 
Transportation.

“I want to be an active 
part of shaping a future 
where the city grows in a 
sustainable way — bene-
fi tting both its residents 
and businesses,” Faulken 
wrote in his application 
for the commission. “My 

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

New offi cers, appointees

See NEW, page 5A

AHEE.COM   |    313 .886 .4600
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Mike Kozak knows 
how to get things done — 
even if not many people 
can see the results of his 
hard work.

The Grosse Pointe 
Park resident recently 
refl ected on his fi rst year 
as president of Giffels 
Webster, which started 
as a civil engineering 
firm in 1952, but also 
now includes landscape 
architects, planners, traf-
fi c engineers, surveyors 
and geographic informa-
tion system specialists, 
working to make com-
munities better from an 
infrastructure stand-
point.

“Half of what we do is 
municipal projects,” 
Kozak said, “and half is 
private developers — real 
estate and home build-
ers. We’ve done a ton of 
work in the city of Detroit 

redevelopment.
“… Civil engineering is 

… when things don’t go 
right that’s when our 
staff shows up,” he 
added. “Most of our work 
is hidden beneath the 
ground.”

Kozak, who grew up in 
nearby Harper Woods 
and graduated from 
Harper Woods High 
School, earned a degree 
in civil engineering from 
Lawrence Technological 
University and joined 
Giffels Webster in 2001.

“I grew up surrounded 
by the auto industry; 
most of the people I knew 
were  major ing in 
mechanical engineering 
or electrical engineer-
ing,” Kozak said. “I fi nd 
civil engineering interest-
ing in how it affects peo-
ple’s lives. Once I got into 
the civil stuff (in school), 
I knew I found the right 
thing.

“The projects we do, 

we’re not designing a 
50-story tower, but we’re 
part of the project,” he 
added. “We can see what 
we did, even though so 
much of it is hidden 
below the ground.”

Kozak became a part-
ner in 2016, and in 
October 2023, became 
president of the fi rm.

“There was a large 
ownership transition,” he 
recalled. “… My prede-
cessor did a really good 
job of talking openly 
about the timing, so it 
was seamless. There 
were good systems in 
place to keep things mov-
ing. We had record reve-
nue this year and we’re 
on track for the same 
next year.”

Shortly after Kozak 
became president, he 
and 10 other partners 
who have ownership 
stake took a trip up north 
to brainstorm goals.

“My biggest goal was 

to have the tough conver-
sations,” he said. “… We 
made a list of tough con-
versations we wanted to 
have, about things like 
personnel and hybrid 
working. We’re really 
committed to that — to 
sitting down with staff 
and addressing plans.

“… We also looked at 
what we wanted to be as 
a fi rm,” he added. “We 
have a little over 100 
people now. We agree 
we don’t want to be a 
400- to 500-person fi rm. 
We’re good at what we 
do. This is a niche spot, 
to provide good services 
to our clients and not 
overextend ourselves.”

Kozak said his first 
year as president has 
been enlightening. His 
predecessor  so le ly 
served in an administra-
tive role, while Kozak 
continues to take on 
engineering and project 
management.

“So I took some of 
those administrative 
responsibilities and 
spread them out over the 
other partners,” he said. 
“It divides the work and 
it also gets us talking a 
little more.

“We don’t sell a prod-
uct; we sell services,” he 
added. “Our people are 
everything we have.”

Looking to the future, 
Kozak hopes to expand 
Giffels Webster to the 
n o r t h  a n d  w e s t . 
Currently, offi ces are in 
Grand Circus Park, 
Washington Township 
and Birmingham.

“Most of our work is in 
Wayne, Oakland and 
Macomb counties and a 
ton in the city,” he said. 
“(Grosse Pointe Park res-
ident) Mike Marks heads 
up our Detroit efforts. 
We’ve become the go-to 
fi rm for larger projects. 
We’re looking to see 
expansions; we just 
started roadwork in 
Genesee County and 
we’re doing some work 
in Livingston County.”

Recruiting also is a 
goal he’d like to see to 
fruition. 

“Getting the right tal-
ent is a huge challenge 
right now and it looks to 
continue,” he said. “On 
the civil engineering side, 
at Lawrence Tech it was 
a small group of stu-
dents. At any school, it’s 

a small program. Now 
it’s about finding these 
kids when they’re still in 
college. That’s why we 
invest in our internship 
program.”

Summer interns rotate 
through each division at 
Giffels Webster to get a 
feel for the spectrum of 
jobs available. Kozak 
said following a success-
ful summer, he expects 
most of last year’s interns 
to return this summer.

Kozak heads up Giffels 
Webster’s Washington 
Township group and as a 
part of that community, 
he’s attended countless 
board of trustees and 
planning commission 
meetings since 2009.

Last fall he decided to 
take that experience and 
put it to use in his own 
community by applying 
for a seat on the Grosse 
Pointe Park Planning 
Commission. When an 
opening came about, 
Mayor Michele Hodges 
gave him a call.

“I’m impressed with 
the council and commis-
sion,” said Kozak, noting 
his excitement over the 
redevelopment of the 
Park, where he’s lived 13 
years. “Everything is 
well-thought-out and 
professional. I imagine it 
can be intimidating to 
present to the commis-
sion, but they’re very 
o r g a n i z e d .  ( C i t y 
Manager) Nick Sizeland 

and (Assistant City 
Manager) Warren Rothe 
do a good job of prepar-
ing everyone for that. … 
I’m really excited for that 
role. They do a good job 
of putting procedures in 
place.”

Apart from work, 
Kozak dotes on his fam-
ily. He and his wife, Tina, 
the CEO of Franco Public 
Relations, have two 
daughters. Ana, 15, is a 
sophomore at Grosse 
Pointe South High 
School and Eliza, 12, 
attends Pierce Middle 
School.

Spurred by his older 
daughter’s burgeoning 
love for sailing — she 
started at age 8 with 
Bayview Yacht Club’s 
Junior Sailing program 
and currently is on 
South’s sailing team — 
last fall the Kozaks 
bought a 25-foot sailboat 
with a friend.

“I say we’re imposter 
sailors,” he said. “We’re 
novice sailors. I don’t 
know how to swim.”

His younger daughter 
plays travel soccer with 
Eastside FC.

Personally, his goals 
include “surviving two 
teenage girls and getting 
them off to college,” he 
laughed. “I’m really 
enjoying this community. 
I get why people come 
here and never leave. It’s 
unique and there are fun 
things to do.”

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

More than meets the eye

The Kozaks spent Labor Day 2024 in Manistee. Pictured from left are Mike 
Kozak, Tina Kozak, Ana Kozak and Eliza Kozak.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Mike Kozak is the president and a partner at Giffels 
Webster.

Eriann Scharer, devel-
opment director at MCHS 
Family of Services, pre-
sented the history of pro-

grams and services 
provided by the nonprofi t 
at a recent Lakeshore 
Optimist Club meeting. 
The organization was 
founded in 1917, to 
accommodate children 
whose parents died in the 
fl u epidemic. First known 
as Methodist Child Care 
and later the Methodist 
Children’s Home Society, 
over the years a facility 
on 28 acres in Redford 
was created through 
funds donated by the 
Kresge Foundation and 
augmented by other 
prominent Detroiters, 
including Edsel and 
Eleanor Ford.

Now known as MCHS 
Family of Services, the 
focus is to provide indi-
vidualized treatment, 
care, advocacy and per-
manency to children and 
families impacted by 
childhood trauma. A wide 
range of services include 
foster care adoption and 
transitional living, resi-
dential treatment and 
clinical therapy and teen 
infant parenting services.

Lakeshore Optimist 
Club meets the second 
and fourth Wednesdays 
of each month at 7:30 
a.m. Visit gpoptimists.
com for more informa-
tion.

Optimists get update on human services agency

Steve Licari, 
Lakeshore 
Optimist 
Club presi-
dent, and 
Eriann 
Scharer, di-
rector of de-
velopment, 
MCHS 
Family of 
Services.

COURTESY 
PHOTO
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aside from boarding fees 
when an animal was 
brought in.

The five Pointes each 
have approved their 
annual usage fees with 
GPAAS, with the amounts 
calculated based on his-
tory of usage. 

Grosse Pointe Park, the 
second highest GPAAS 
user at 13 percent, agreed 
in December to a $16,900 
annual fee. The Woods, at 
12 percent, will pay 
$15,600; the Farms, at 10 
percent, $13,000; the City, 
at 4 percent, $5,200; and 
the Shores, at 1 percent, 
$1,300. 

Harper Woods, at 61 
percent, sends more ani-
mals than all the Pointes 
put together — though 
some residents argued 
not all are products of the 
city, as many wander in 
from Detroit. 

“None of the cities 
wanted to pay,” Martin 
said. “I don’t blame them. 
Nobody wants to pay 
when you haven’t been 
paying. It’s human nature. 
But we weren’t going to 
survive without fi nding a 
way to help sustain our-
selves.” 

Harper Woods city offi -
cials alluded to feeling 
blindsided and disre-
spected when the pro-
posal was placed before 
them. 

Though Harper Woods 
uploads video recordings 
of its council meetings to 
a YouTube page, the Jan. 
6 meeting in question was 
uploaded without audio. 

“The way it was, I want 
to say, presented to us, 
there was this contract, 
there was no negotiation 
on the  contract , ” 
Szymanski said. “There 
was a determination that 
was made by their board 
with no fl exibility. I want 
to say it was presented to 
us with a ‘take it or leave 
it’ type attitude. 

“… At the same time we 
want to see how their 
budget is set up and those 
documents were not pre-
sented to the city,” he 
added. “… We’ve asked 
for some time to study 
this and we would have 
paid a monthly allotment. 
That was not allowed.”

Martin said it was out of 
her hands to accept 
money from the city on a 
monthly basis, being that 
the legal agreement 
between the two entities 
expired Dec. 31. A new 
agreement would have 
needed to be drafted, 
which neither party put 
any further effort toward 
pursuing. 

She also told the coun-
cil GPAAS couldn’t go 
back and renegotiate with 
the other cities as those 
contracts already have 
been  s igned  and 
approved. 

“I think that with their 

not being prepared, with 
my seemingly unwilling-
ness to bend, I think 
things didn’t go well,” 
Martin acknowledged. 

She reported reaching 
out to the city manager 
the weekend before the 
most recent council meet-
ing to offer an interest in 
resolution and openness 
to scheduling a meeting 
with city offi cials to fl ush 
out the situation. 

“He never  even 
responded to me,” she 
said. 

The city’s offi cial state-
ment is that it is not out-
right done with GPAAS, 
but is taking time — pos-
sibly through February — 
to explore other options.

“We did not take it off 
the table, because we are 
still in the process of talk-
ing to other agencies and 
trying to get everything 
together to do our due dil-
igence,” Mayor Valerie 
Kindle said. “It was two 
weeks ago that every-
thing fell out from the 
dealings with GPAAS. We 
met with different agen-
cies and we’re still work-
ing with a couple more 
agencies. And when we 
have all the answers and 
can have everything 
together, then that’s when 
we’ll make a decision and 
we’ll bring it back for-
ward.” 

Martin echoed the 
thoughts many residents 
shared during public 
comment. 

“I know, unfortunately, 
there are no options,” she 
said, having noted Detroit 
shelters already are far 
past capacity. “We 
explored that before we 
ever invested the million 
dollars in the building. 
Why would we have done 
that if there were other 
options for cities? We 
were it. We knew we had 
to step up and solve the 
problem.”

She has offered to the 
city one alternative means 
of handling the stray pop-
ulation. 

“My suggestion is that 
they hire an animal con-
trol offi cer, get an animal 
control vehicle, establish 
a relationship with a vet-
erinary hospital and have 
a means for housing ani-
mals until they’re dis-
persed,” she said, “such 
as the models that 
Eastpointe has or Sterling 
Heights.”

Residents questioned 
what they should do in 
the meantime when com-
ing across stray, escaped 
or vicious dogs. 

“You should probably 
contact the police depart-
ment just for advice on 
who to contact, because 
we’re actually operating 
without a net right now,” 
Szymanski said. “We will 
pick up dead animals. 
Our police will contend 
with vicious dogs, but we 
don’t have anything in 
place right now and we’re 
searching for an alterna-

tive.” 
Reference to a recent 

$1.5 million lawsuit settle-
ment — regarding a 
GPAAS employee who 
was attacked by a dog at 
the shelter in 2020, and 
which is subject to a non-
disclosure agreement — 
further  convoluted 
matters when Szymanski 
mentioned it as an addi-
tional player in the 
strained relationship.

“(GPAAS) tried to get 
us involved in this award 
and we fought it off suc-
cessfully,” he said during 
the most recent council 
meeting. “We paid a 
$5,000 settlement, or the 
insurance company paid, 
but we were summoned, 
subpoenaed and every-
thing else as part of the 
lawsuit.”

Martin cited the confi -
dentiality agreement in 
being largely unable to 
respond. 

“I can say, because it’s 
not a lack of confi dential-
ity, that GPAAS never 
involved the city of 
Harper Woods in a law-
suit,” she said. “It would 
have been the plaintiff’s 
attorney that sued the city 
of Harper Woods, not 
GPAAS.” 

City offi cials have yet to 
address how they plan to 
continue the city’s K-9 
program if the relation-
ship with GPAAS is not 
repaired. 

The nonprofit was 
responsible for establish-
ing the program in 2016, 
and has since continued 
to raise funds to keep the 
program running at no 
cost to the city. 

“By terminating our 
agreement, that also puts 
them in a position of no 
longer having GPAAS 
raising funds for their K-9 
program,” Martin previ-
ously noted.

interest in real estate has 
provided me with valu-
able insights into the com-
munity’s potential, along 
with my own personal 
experiences living in the 
community.”

Hodges maintained 
continuity on the Board of 
Review by reappointing 
Andrew Harr and Marissa 

Cavaliere to three-year 
terms.

“The board meets each 
March to review the 
annual assessment roll 
and to hear real and per-
sonal property assess-
ment appeals,” according 
to part of the city’s defi ni-
tion. “The board also 
meets in July and 
December for the purpose 
of correcting ‘clerical 
errors and mutual mis-
takes of fact.’”

Grosse Pointe Shores

Nothing to report per 
dispatch.

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about crime to Grosse 
Pointe Shores Public 
Safety, (313) 881-5500.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Uncrustworthy
An employee of a fast 

food restaurant in the 
24000 block of Mack told 
officers that when two 
black females entered 
the store to pick up a 
pizza order around 11:30 
p.m. Sunday, Jan. 26, 
they asked for extra 
sauce.

As the employee was 
retrieving the sauce, one 
of the women grabbed 
the pizza and they left 
without paying $18.

Mortgage 
mayhem

A resident in the 1300 
block of Brys told offi cers 
he contacted his mort-
gage company Friday, 
Jan. 17, and was told to 
go to Walmart and pay 
an escrow shortage of 

$1,989 via Cash App.
He then received a late 

notice for the same 
amount and was told by 
his mortgage company 
the fi rst transaction was 
fraudulent.

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Woods Public Safety, 
(313) 343-2400.

Grosse Pointe Farms

Cash App fraud
A 44-year-old Farms 

woman discovered last 
week her Social Security 
number was used to cre-
ate a fraudulent Cash 
App account that had 
337 transactions total-
ling $7,749.71.

She was alerted to the 
crime when she received 
a 1099 tax statement 
from Cash App. 

A second resident — a 
47-year-old woman — 
later in the week also 
reported receiving a 1099 

tax form from Cash App 
alleging she made 411 
transactions totaling 
$6,739.19. She has never 
used Cash App and 
believes her identity was 
stolen.  

Trespassing
A 53-year-old Detroit 

man, with whom offi cers 
have had numerous con-
tacts, again was cited for 
trespassing at 7:04 p.m. 
Friday, Jan. 24, when he 
returned to a business in 
the 18000 block of Mack 
where he is not wel-
come. 

The man told offi cers 
he only entered the 
building to get warm, 
but refused offers of a 
ride to somewhere 
warm. 

Win some,
 lose some

Employees managed 
to stop half of a theft 
when a man attempted to 
steal two bottles of 
tequila, each worth 

$199.99, from a business 
in the 18000 block of 
Mack at 3:44 p.m. Friday, 
Jan. 24.

An employee grabbed 
one of the two bottles 
back, but the man took 
the other and escaped in 
a black Cadillac CTS 
driven by another sus-
pect. 

T h e  s u s p e c t  i s 
described as an approxi-
mately 6-foot, 35-year-
old, 190-pound black 
man. 

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Farms Public Safety, 
(313) 885-2100.

Grosse Pointe Park

Warrant arrest
During a traffic stop 

for speeding near the 
i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f 
C h a r l e v o i x  a n d 
Beaconsfield at 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 22, 
Park police arrested a 

24-year-old Detroit man 
wanted on a traffi c war-
rant in the City of Grosse 
Pointe.

— Brad Lindberg
Report information 

about this and other 
crime to the Grosse 
Pointe Park Public Safety 
Department, (313) 822-
7400.

City of Grosse Pointe

No license, 
no lights

A 31-year-old Detroit 
man was arrested for not 
having a valid driver’s 

license after being pulled 
over at Mack and Rivard 
for defective headlights 
at 6 p.m. Monday, Jan. 
20.

Running a red
After disregarding a 

red light at Mack and 
Washington at 4 p.m. 
Friday, Jan. 24, a 37-year-
old Livonia man was 
cited for not having a 
driver’s license with him.

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the City of 
Grosse Pointe Public 
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS

GPAAS:
Continued from page 1A

NEW:
Continued from page 3A

Quix Chocolate is a Belgian Boutique 

high quality Gifts and Confections.
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Quix Chocolate - Airport
Evans Terminal

11050 Rogell Drive
Detroit, MI 48242

www.quixchocolate.com
  Quix.chocolate

Quix Chocolate - Ferndale
Flagship store and production
221 W. Troy St., Suite 200

Ferndale, MI 48220
Tel.: 248-455-6504

We provide full-service
grooming, including

baths, blow dry, trims,
breed-specific trims, nails, 
etc. We can also set up
show dog conditioning
appointments, specifically
tailored to getting your
dog ring-ready.
Check out our website
for further details.

                 GROOMING SERVICES

COUNTRY WALKS • BOARDING • GROOMING • TRAINING • SHOW DOGS

Pickup & delivery 
“Shuttle Service” to 
the Grosse Pointes

5200 Beard Road
North Street, MI 48049

springfieldpetresort.com

                 

010925
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25 313-882-SAFE (7233)
19261 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Woods 48236

FREE!FREE!
Monitored

Smoke Detector
with purchase of

security alarm and
monitoring services.
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LETTERS
The Grosse Pointe News welcomes letters to the editor. 

All letters should be typed and signed with the writer’s full 

name and local address, as well as a daytime telephone 

number for verifi cation or questions. Letters longer than 

300 words may be edited for length. All letters may be

edited for content. We reserve the right to refuse any

letter. The deadline for letters is 3 p.m. Monday. Letters 

may be submitted via email to editor@grossepointenews.

com or by fi lling out the letters form on our website, 

grossepointenews.com.
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A few courageous 
souls braved the 
cold conditions and 
took to the ice last 
week to fl y kites, 
adding pops of col-
or to the day’s 
bright blue skies.

PHOTO COURTESY OF 
KATE WEBBER

W
ith Christmas break not even a 
month behind us — plus a holiday 
and two days of school canceled 
last week due to extreme cold — it 
is time for parents of local school-
aged children to start making 

plans for more time off.
Mid-winter break is a scant two weeks and a couple 

days away, running Feb. 17 to Feb. 21.
But wait, there’s more!
Barely a month later comes spring break, which 

runs March 24 to March 28. That is followed by a four-
day weekend in April, with no school on Good Friday, 
April 18, or Monday, April 21, which is a professional 
development day for teachers.

On top of all that, families with both K-12 and col-
lege students have to juggle an entirely separate cal-
endar of breaks.

Under Michigan law, school districts within the 
same intermediate school district must set a common 
calendar for mid-winter and spring breaks, although 
they are not required to take a mid-winter break.

That makes sense for a couple of reasons. There are 
plenty of Grosse Pointe Public School System teach-
ers who live in neighboring communities whose chil-
dren go to those schools. At the same time, there are 
Pointers with students in GPPSS who teach in neigh-
boring districts. Being on break at the same time 
makes things much easier all the way around in terms 
of not having to worry about daycare for little ones or 
having to take time off, whether to just stay home or 
travel.

From a policy perspective, however, school calen-
dars really should be a matter of complete local con-
trol, much like when the state mandated that classes 
could not start before Labor Day in an effort to boost 
tourism. That idea was scrapped after it was deter-
mined people were not spending more money on late 
summer vacations — they simply shifted vacation 
schedules.

But we digress.
So, what are your plans for these upcoming 

respites? As our reader poll shows (right), the most 
popular approach is to stay local for one and go away 
for the other. Almost half of you, 43 percent, will do 
just that.

A quarter of you, 26 percent, will make like a tree 
and leave for both. Another 18 percent will do just the 
opposite and have a staycation times two, while 13 
percent of you cannot leave due to work and/or extra-
curricular activities for the kiddos, primarily sports.

Even if you do plan to stick around for one or both 
breaks, that does not mean you also have to be bored. 
Here are some ideas to keep in mind:

◆ Skiing, downhill or cross country
◆ Bowling
◆ Sledding
◆ See a movie (especially easy if you live in Grosse 

Pointe Park)
◆ Skating, either at a rink or outdoors
◆ The Detroit Zoo
◆ Detroit Institute of Arts
◆ Michigan Science Center
If you are planning to travel, there is plenty to con-

sider, especially for those of you who plan to hit the 
road during both breaks. We have heard it is popular 
to do a cold-weather trip for mid-winter break — per-
haps skiing Up North or hitting the big powder out 
West — and a warm-weather trip for spring break, 
such as a cruise, somewhere beachy or Florida’s 
theme parks. 

And then there is the cost.
Believe it or not, nerdwallet.com suggests booking 

such trips almost a year in advance. Most major air-
lines allow you to buy tickets 11 months ahead of 
time, while budget carriers usually allow bookings six 
to nine months out.

Take a break

Their reasoning is two-fold. First, airlines have, 
for the most part, done away with change fees. 
That means you can adjust your destination or 
dates of travel without paying extra. 

The lead time also allows you to maximize 
your credit card spending to rack up points that 
can be cashed in when your actual trip rolls 
around.

Not that such advice does you any good at this 
late date, but that is certainly something to keep 
in mind for future years.

The biggest decision, of course, is deciding 
where to go and the price tag involved.

Also according to nerdwallet.com, rooms in 
the Dominican Republic can be had for as low as 
$21 a night. More expensive lodging can be paid 
for with credit card points.

If you are willing to get yourself to Florida, 
Royal Caribbean has four-night cruises for two 
departing from Miami for as low as $340 per per-
son, which includes taxes and fees.

Do not forget to take crowds into consider-
ation. Unless you are a glutton for punishment, 
it might be wise to avoid, for example, Orlando’s 
theme parks. It will be much hotter in Florida 
during the summer months, but the parks also 
will be less crowded, comparatively.

If crowds are not your gig, travel experts sug-
gest picking a location off the beaten path but 
still in your desired location. 

Thinking about going to Germany? Rather 
than battling the Griswold family to the Nth 
degree in Frankfurt, maybe check out Dresden. 
It is a mix of shiny and modern, plus history and 
culture and is close enough — under two hours 
— to take a day trip to Prague.

Puerto Rico offers another example. Instead of 
the crowded capital of San Juan, consider 
Rincon, on the far western edge of the island. It 
is quieter and more picturesque, yet still offers 
beautiful beaches.

It probably also is a good idea to consider 
travel insurance, especially since you never 
know what life may throw at you. Such insurance 
can be benefi cial if your trip is non-refundable or 
if rebooking options are expensive.

If you are traveling for one or both breaks, 
have fun and be careful — and do the same even 
if you are staying home. Take a copy of the 
Grosse Pointe News with you and snap a picture 
of you and your family holding it in front of a 
landmark, on the slopes or on the beach. Send 
them to media@grossepointenews.com and we’ll 
run them at a later date.

One to 
travel, 
one to 
stay in 
Grosse 
Pointe

43%26%

Travel 
during 

both
 weeks!

13%

Busy with 
work and 

sports

18%

Relaxing 
staycation

both
weeks!

Winter and 
spring breaks?

POINTER 
POLL

Poll taken via GPN Facebook and Instagram. Follow us to see upcoming polls. 
We want to hear from you!

GROSSE 
POINTE

OUR VIEW

Misleading the public
To the Editor:

I had held out hope that the new leader-
ship of our school board would prioritize 
collaboration, transparency and a focus 
on our students and community. After all 
it was one of the main themes of the slate 
of candidates who won the four open 
seats in November 2024. Unfortunately, 
the actions at the Jan. 21 board meeting 
revealed the opposite.

President Colleen Worden and several 
new trustees demonstrated a troubling 
lack of openness and respect for all board 
members. Trustee Ginny Jeup sought to 
ask questions about a decision made by 
President Worden and Trustee Valarie St. 
John regarding which attorney would 
provide advice to the board. Instead of 
fostering dialogue, President Worden 
silenced Trustee Jeup, calling her to order 
and demanding she stop speaking. This 
alarming behavior was supported by 
Trustees Clint Derringer, Tim Klepp, 
Laura Hull and Valarie St. John, who 
upheld the decision to prevent meaning-
ful discussion. Later, when Trustee Sean 
Cotton questioned the same decision, 
President Worden falsely claimed, four 
times in total, that the board had voted to 
bring in the attorney in question — an 
outright lie to the board and the commu-
nity.

Pure 
Grosse 
Pointe

See LETTERS, page 7A

GROSSE POINTE 7-DAY 
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Silencing trustees and misleading 
the public are far from the transpar-
ent and collaborative leadership 
these trustees promised during their 
campaigns. Our community deserves 
better from its elected leaders, who 
should be focused on fostering trust, 
accountability and putting students 
first.

TERENCE COLLINS
Grosse Pointe Park

The very best care
To the Editor:

Thank you Grosse Pointe Woods. 
Across the street, down two houses, 

was a very big water main break. Lots 
of workers came immediately. All the 
big trucks. Crew worked well over 24 
hours. Then the very best big cleanup. 
The city kept residents informed.

Thank you, Grosse Pointe Woods, 
who worked so very hard and so very 
quickly to keep me comfortable.  

AUDREY F. LAWRIE
Grosse Pointe Woods

LETTERS:
Continued from page 6A

I  S AY  By Laurel Kraus

A
mong the 
m a n y 
statements 
made dur-
i n g 
President 

Donald Trump’s inaugu-
ral address last week, 
perhaps one of the least 
controversial was a decla-
ration that humans are 
going to Mars. 

“We will pursue our 
Manifest Destiny into the 
s t a r s ,  l a u n c h i n g 
American astronauts to 
plant the stars and stripes 
on Mars,” he said, imme-
diately after which cam-
eras panned to SpaceX 
founder Elon Musk exud-
ing child-like excitement. 

I had the great pleasure 
of visiting NASA’s 
Johnson Space Center in 
Houston in January 2020 
— essentially just milli-
seconds before the world 
shut down for a year and 
a half — via a guided tour 
that included former 
shuttles and humanoid 
robots  NASA has 
deployed for rescue oper-
ations in natural disas-
ters. 

Most strikingly, the 

tour led us into a space 
that overlooked NASA’s 
former Mission Control 
Room, from which the 
first lunar landing was 
launched and through 
which the whole world 
heard Neil Armstrong 
say, “One small step for 
man. One giant leap for 
mankind.”

At that time, a repre-
sentative for NASA told 
us the fi rst person to step 
foot on Mars likely was 
sitting in a kindergarten 
classroom at that very 
moment. 

T h e  N a t i o n a l 
Aeronautics and Space 
Administration now says 
it could be prepared to 
send astronauts to the 
fourth planet from the 
sun as early as the 2030s. 

Though its claim to 
fame is being the only 
other planet in our solar 
system on which life 
potentially could exist, it 
cannot escape associa-
tion with its most identi-
fiable feature — the 
color red.  Romans 
named it for the god of 
war, because red also is 
the color of blood. 
Egyptians called it “Her 
Desher,” translating to 
“the red one.” Modern 
humans have gotten a 
tad more scientifi c with 
the association, anecdot-
ally calling it “the red 
planet,” because the 
expanse of iron minerals 
color it as such. 

Here are some other 
fun facts about Mars, 
reported by NASA:

◆ One day on Mars 
lasts about 37 minutes 
longer than a day on 
Earth, while a year on 
Mars is almost twice as 
long as a year on Earth.

◆  The  d i s tance 
between Mars and Earth 
is always changing, but 
ranges between 33 mil-
lion to 249 million miles. 

◆ Temperatures on 
Mars range from -284 
degrees Fahrenheit to a 
far more palatable 86 
degrees Fahrenheit.

◆ Mars’ atmosphere is 
96 percent carbon diox-
ide — you’ll notice there 
are no trees in the satel-
lite images. 

◆ Mars boasts the larg-
est volcano in the solar 
system, Olympus Mons, 
which is three times 
taller than Mt. Everest 
with a base the size of 
New Mexico.

◆ Mars is the only 
planet we know of inhab-
ited entirely by robots 
(and, yes, this is actually 
a fun fact promoted on 
NASA’s website). 

Also, a trip to Mars 
could be the new 
Ozempic.

“Gravity on Mars is 
about one-third of the 
gravity on Earth,” NASA 
reports. “If you weigh 
100 pounds on earth, you 
would weigh 38 pounds 
on Mars.”

Are we going to Mars?

1950
75 years ago this week

MANY THANKS TO 
O U R  F E L L O W 
PUBLISHERS: The entire 
staff of the Grosse Pointe 
News is deeply apprecia-
tive of the honor bestowed 
on it by more than 300 edi-
tors and publishers of the 
M i c h i g a n  P r e s s 
Association holding their 
annual meeting in East 
Lansing during the week-
end. Basing their selec-
t ions  on General 
Excellence the newspa-
permen named the News 
as one of the three best 
papers in the Metropolitan-
Urban classifi cation.

1975
50 years ago this week

NIGHT PARKING BAN 
STUDY ORDERED BY 
PARK SOLONS: The Park 
Council put off until one 
month, pending further 
study, a decision on 
whether or not to ban all 
night vehicle parking on 
city streets. Requesting the 
ban was Jerry H. Nissen, 
of Trombley Road, who 
wanted to see all night 
parking abolished, espe-
cially on his street, in an 
effort to discourage the 
parking of junk cars, some 

of which haven’t been 
moved for days or even 
weeks.

HOSPITAL INTERCOM 
PAGES FAMILY IN 
STEREO: Incredible is 
how Mary Bruce of 
M a u m e e  A v e n u e 
described the strange 
interference being picked 
up on the family’s stereo 
receiver. The interruptions 
weren’t typical crackling 
noises or static. They were 
of a much more entertain-
ing sort. The Bruce family 
was picking up a portion 
of the intercom system at 
neighboring Bon Secours 
Hospital and listened to 
emergency calls and calls 
to surgery in the middle of 
rock music, dinner music, 
any kind of music.

2000
25 years ago this week

W I R E L E S S 
INTERNET ACCESS 
COMING TO THE 
POINTES: If all goes 
right, in the next few 
months, Grosse Pointe 
could have a new way to 
access the internet. 
A t t o r n e y  D e n n i s 
Schermerhorn, along 
with Metricom engineer 
Mike Donelon, spoke to 
the Grosse Pointe Shores 
Board of Trustees about 
obtaining permission to 
place radio transmitter 
units in the village’s right-

of-way. These boxes are 
small and easily and 
unobtrusively fi t onto a 
utility pole. They would 
then form a communica-
tions web similar to the 
kind used for cellular 
telephones.

2015
10 years ago this week

DECK BAR EYESORE 
LEVELED: For years the 
building that once 
housed the storied Deck 
Bar sat vacant on the cor-
ner of Alter and E. 
Jefferson in Detroit. 
Now, that structure, 
which is owned by 
Grosse Pointe Park, is 
nothing more than a 
memory, likely making 
way for a pocket park. 
Demolition of the struc-
ture began Tuesday 
morning, despite several 
members of the audience 
at Monday night’s Grosse 
Pointe Park City Council 
meeting voicing their dis-
pleasure with the deci-
sion.

NEW NICU OPENS: 
St. John Hospital and 
Medical Center opened 
the newly renovated and 
expanded Mary Ann Van 
Elslander Neonatal 
Intensive Care Unit and 
Special Care Nursery last 
week. The $12 million 
upgrade to the 35-bed 
NICU crea tes  an 
enhanced care environ-
ment for the hospital’s 
critically ill newborns.

YESTERDAY’S HEADLINES

(313) 963-6255 | www.dumoart.com | @dumouchelles

409 East Jefferson Avenue, Detroit, MI 48226

Bid in the...

Auctions at 11 AM EST

Scan to Bid

13th & 14th, 2025

Featuring These Lots and 600 More

February

Peter Max (American, 1937-2019)

Acrylic on Canvas ‘Line Profile’

American Trade Sign 

Painted Fiber Composite 
Ice Cream Cone 42” x 22”�

Max Pechstein (German, 1881-1955)

Watercolor on Thick Wove Paper 1947,
“Sailboats in a Safe Habor”

Pablo Picasso (Spanish, 1881-1973) 

Lithograph on Wove Paper 1950, 
‘Paloma Et Claude’

Jay Wholley (American, B. 1942)

Oil Stick, Encaustic, Masonite & Paper 1989-90, a Mayan in Mozart’s Court

Featuring a collection from the Estate of

Kempf Hogan

Poul Henningsen 

Metal, Brass & Opal Glass 
‘PH 4/3 Table Lamps

14k Gold Flat Link Necklace, 

5 Brilliant Cut Diamonds 

Ca. 1980

Vintage Gold Charm Bracelet

Ca. 1960

013025
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GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — After plan-
ning to open as a holiday 
pop-up last fall for a few 
months, Taylor Pettit’s 
Bird Bee is now open full 
time at 20315 Mack.

The women’s boutique 
of fers  what  Pet t i t 
describes as “trend-
driven, neutral” fashion 
that include tops, bot-
toms, dresses and outer-
wear. The store also 
of fers  accessor ies , 
including jewelry, hats 
and sunglasses.

The Macomb County 
native started Bird Bee 
online 10 years ago after 
graduating from Grand 
Valley State University 
with a degree in adver-
tising.

“It was more of a 
hobby at the time,” she 
said. “Fashion wasn’t 
even really on my radar.”

After selling online 
and at pop-ups around 
metro Detroit and across 
Michigan, Pettit opened 
a storefront in Detroit in 
2017. She transitioned 

back to online after six 
years, got married and 
moved to the Woods.

“People kept asking 
me when I was going to 
open another storefront, 

then I saw this space 
was available,” she said. 
“It’s only five blocks 

from my house, so it’s 
perfect.”

A month into the holi-

day pop-up, Pettit made 
the decision to stay long-
term.

“Someone else was 
interested in the space, 
but my customers kept 
begging me to stay,” she 
said. “It was kind of 
overwhelming.”

Her decision was fi nal 
by last November.

“I love this area and 
this is kind of a unique 
store to have in my own 
community,” Pettit said. 
“It’s been great getting 
to know the people and 
be able to cater to them.”

Now 33, Pettit said her 
offerings have changed 
as her own style has 
evolved over the last 10 
years.

“We’re a little dressy, 
but for the most part 
casual,” she said. “I get a 
lot of compliments on 
our selection.”

The name also is rep-
resentative of that selec-
tion.

“I chose the name 
because I wanted it to be 
one part Boehemian, so 
that’s the bird, and one 
part edgy, the bee,” 
Pettit said.

The shop is open 11 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesday 
through Saturday. See 
shopbirdbee.com for 
more details.

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

Woods pop-up goes permanent

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Taylor Pettit, owner of Bird Bee, decided to switch her pop-up women’s boutique on Mack in Grosse 
Pointe Woods to a full-time operation.

December 2024 hous-
ing data recently was 
released by the Grosse 
P o i n t e  B o a r d  o f 
Realtors. Here are some 
notes regarding the 
December data.

As markets continue 
to normalize, seasonal-
ity starts to reemerge. 
Generally, real estate 
sales are dependent on 
time of year. In some 
markets, for example, 
sales are most brisk 
between Memorial Day 
and Labor Day. In other 
markets, the opposite is 
true because of vaca-
tions. The holiday sea-
son is similar and lasts 
t h r o u g h  J a n u a r y . 
However, despite lim-
ited amounts of data, 
the value per square 
foot indicator, which 
operates outside many 
variables, is strong in all 
the communities.

In Harper Woods, 
where there were only 
nine closed transac-
tions, data can be seri-
ously  skewed.  For 
example, in Harper 
Woods, 67 percent of 
the closed transactions 
closed at 100 percent of 
asking price or greater 
and the average days on 
the market was 14 days.

◆ Harper Woods: The 
absorption rate has 

increased to just above 
a balanced market, 
which still requires 
smart pricing by sellers 
and wise action by buy-
ers. It also should be 
noted that the increase 
in inventory makes 
January a great time to 
be in the market, as 
competition for homes 
will be less than it has 
been in the past. Buyers 
whose affordability is 
impacted by interest 
rates should consider 
adjustable-rate mort-
gages and then refi-
nance should rates 
decline.

◆ The Grosse Pointes: 
The Grosse Pointe mar-
ket appears to be stable 
with fluctuations in 
some key indicators, 
such as median price, 
impacted more by the 
price of the homes for 
sale than real changes 
in value. What is seen in 
the February 2025 data 
likely could be the fi rst 
time any substantive 
changes in market con-
ditions might be evi-
denced, as January 
remains constrained by 
seasonality.

Conclus ions:  The 
Harper Woods and 
Grosse Pointe markets, 
which are attractive to a 
broad spectrum of buy-

ers, is healthy and 
strong. However, when 
considering a sale or 
purchase with many 
indicators available, 
focusing on one vs. all 
data points can lead to 
poor decision making. 
This is best done in con-
sultation with an area 
industry expert, which 
can be provided by 
those who belong to the 
Grosse Pointe Board of 
Realtors.  

— Information pro-
vided by the Grosse 
Pointe Board of Realtors

Notes:
◆ Inventory:  The 

number of homes for 
sale at the beginning of 
each month plus the 
number of homes listed 
during the month.

◆ Pending sales: The 
number of accepted 
offers reported for the 
month.

◆  A b s o r p t i o n 
Rate: The division of the 
number of pending 
sales in a month by 
inventory. An absorp-
tion rate higher than 
18.3 percent is consid-
ered a seller’s market. 
An absorption Rate 
under 15.3 percent is 
considered a buyer’s 
market.

Markets continue to normalize

“Top Pick” and “Best 
Classic Restaurant” are 
the two most recent rec-
ognitions by national and 
international publica-
tions for The Whitney.

The fi rst ever Michelin 
Green Guide for Detroit, 
the 10th U.S. city to be 
covered by Michelin, 
named The Whitney a 
“Top Pick” of places 
worth visiting in the city. 
Other top picks included 
the Detroit Riverwalk, 
the Fox and Fisher the-
aters, Eastern Market 
and the city’s growing 
collection of artistic wall 
murals. The Michelin 
guide referred to Detroit 
as “a hidden gem boom-
ing with culture, art and 

atmosphere.”
Meanwhile, in its 

recently released 2024 
survey of “the best classic 
restaurants in every 
state,” Food & Wine 
Magazine named The 
W h i t n e y  o n e  o f 
Michigan’s “most extrav-
agant special occasion 
spots … with fantastic 
Beef Wellington” and 
“one of Detroit’s deepest 
wine lists.”

Now celebrating its 
39th year as an elegant 
fi ne dining restaurant in 
a historic Woodward 
Avenue mansion, The 
Whitney offers dinner 
service each evening, 
afternoon tea service 
Friday and Saturday and 

a buffet brunch Sunday, 
all accompanied by live 
p iano music .  The 
Whitney also offers 
champagne tours of the 
mansion, monthly para-
normal dinners, unique 
craft cocktails and 
assorted beverages in the 
GhostBar, summertime 
garden parties with live 
music and more.

“We treasure this beau-
tiful place and are proud 
to keep it open to the 
public,” said Bud Liebler, 
owner of the restaurant. 
“We love to see out-of-
towners, but our primary 
goal has always been to 
keep the mansion open 
for metro Detroiters, 
kind of as a way to add to 
their civic pride. A hun-
d r e d  y e a r s  a g o 
Woodward Avenue was 
lined with homes like 
The Whitney, but we’re 
one of the very few left 
and the only one really 
open to the public. We’re 
proud to be part of 
Detroit’s heritage and 
we’re especially proud to 
be recognized by these 
major publications.”

For more information 
on The Whitney and to 
make reservations, visit 
thewhitney.com/

The Whitney Restaurant earns 
national, international acclaim

grossepointenews.com/athlete-of-the-week

ATHLETE
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Do you know an outstanding high school athlete? 
Nominate them for Athlete of the Week and put 

them in the running for Athlete of the Year.
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Awards Gala – with top athletes winning scholarships!
Submit online at:
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added. “It’s all about 
supply and demand 
because there just 
aren’t enough special 
education teachers in 
the state, or nationally, 
to meet the demand.”

The district currently 
has four special educa-
tion teaching spots 
open, three of which 
qualify for the addi-
tional money.

Further, GPEA mem-
bers who provide sup-
port services in ASD 

and MOCI classrooms, 
such as occupational 
therapists and speech 
therapists, will receive 
an additional $4,000 
this year and next year.

The district continues 
to work on a similar 
agreement with the bar-
gaining unit for para-
professionals.

Moussa Hamka, assis-
tant superintendent for 
human resources, told 
the board there are 17 
vacant paraprofessional 
spots and he had 22 
interviews lined up last 
week in hopes of filling 
them.

PAY:
Continued from page 1A

T H E  G R O S S E 
POINTES — Standing 
committees of the newly 
seated Grosse Pointe 
Public School System 
Board of Education will 
hold their fi rst meetings 
next week.

T h e  F a c i l i t i e s 
Committee will meet at 
5:30 p.m. Monday, Feb. 
3, in what is known as 
the Morningside Board 
Room at Grosse Pointe 
North High School. The 
Policy Committee will 
meet at 6:30 p.m. the 
same day in the same 
location.

B o a r d  P r e s i d e n t 
Colleen Worden said 
Trustee Clint Derringer 
will chair the Facilities 
Committee, with Trustee 
S e a n  C o t t o n  a n d 
Treasurer Tim Klepp 
joining him. Cotton 
owns the Grosse Pointe 
News.

Secretary Valarie St. 
John will chair the 
Policy Committee, with 
Vice President Laura 
Hull and Trustee Ginny 
Jeup joining her.

A third committee, to 
review appeals for 
Freedom of Information 
Act requests that are 
denied, will meet as 
needed, but no trustees 

have been appointed to 
it yet.

The committees plan 
to meet back to back the 
first Monday of each 
month. Worden, how-
ever, noted the Facilities 
Committee probably 
will need to meet more 
frequently to discuss 
projects that will be paid 
through the recently 
approved sinking fund 
millage.

For the past two years, 
the board’s committees 
have covered finance 
and facilities, policy and 
contracts, curriculum 
and community engage-
ment. Each committee 
included members of 

the public who brought 
specifi c areas of exper-
tise from their profes-
sional backgrounds.

St. John, who made 
the motion to create the 
committees  at  the 
board’s organizational 
meeting earlier this 
month, said she didn’t 
include members of the 
public because people 
who are not elected 
“shouldn’t be making 
decisions for the school 
board.”

The committees the 
last two years voted on 
some issues to make 
recommendations to the 
full board, where fi nal 
decisions were made.

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

BoE committees to meet

Mason Cub Scouts 
mark MLK Day

COURTESY PHOTO

Mason Elementary School Cub Scout Pack 290, led 
by Cub Master Nick Symonette Jr., gathered 
Monday, Jan. 20, at The Charles H. Wright Museum 
of African American History in downtown Detroit to 
honor and celebrate the life and legacy of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
Nick shared, “Once upon a time, the Boy Scouts of 
America was formally segregated like most other 
entities. Dr. King’s work and contributions made it 
possible for our sons and daughters to safely attend 
school together and participate in enriching activi-
ties like the Cub Scouts. We are proud to have had 
so many community members join Pack 290 in hon-
oring his legacy.”

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— St. Clare of Montefalco 
Catholic Church will hold 
its 11th annual Sports 
Mass during the 9 a.m. 
Mass Sunday, Feb. 2. All 
student-athletes in the 
community are invited.

“Sports has been 
described as a religion 
and it seems that more 
kids and parents are 
more committed to it ver-
sus their faith,” Rev. 
Andrew Kowalczyk said. 
“St. Clare’s Sports Mass 
is a way of gathering 
young student-athletes 
and their  parents 

together in a place other 
than the ice rink, football 
fi eld or gym.”

Guest lectors will be 
former Detroit Lions Tim 
Walton and Maurice 
Harvey.

Walton, a Detroit 
native, was a member of 
the Lions, Cincinnati 
Bengals and Philadelphia 
Eagles during his NFL 
career and also played in 
the CFL.

Harvey played for the 
Denver Broncos, Green 
Bay Packers and Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers in addi-
tion to the Lions.

St. Clare hosting sports Mass

Former Detroit Lions Maurice Harvey, left, and Tim 
Walton will speak during St. Clare of Montefalco’s 
11th annual Sports Mass.

◆◆◆
Rory MacMaster of 

Grosse Pointe Woods 
was named to the 
University of Evansville 
Dean’s List for the fall 
2024 semester.

◆◆◆
Bridget Clark and 

Sarah Rogers of Grosse 
Pointe Park were named 
to the Dean’s List for the 
fall 2024 semester at 
Marquette University.

◆◆◆
Emily Colen of Grosse 

Pointe Farms, Mae 
Baliatico of Grosse 
Pointe Park and Fiona 
O’Byrne  of Grosse 
Pointe Woods were 
named to the Dean’s List 
at Saint Mary’s College 
for the fall 2024 semes-
ter.

◆◆◆
Emily Ann Shea of 

Grosse Pointe Farms, 
the daughter of John 
Shea and Sarah Shea 
and a graduate of Grosse 
Pointe South High 
School, graduated from 
Wayne State University 
Dec. 14, 2024, with a 
Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing degree. She also 
has a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in psychology 
and minored in philoso-
phy.

◆◆◆
The following students 

were named to the 
Dean’s List for the fall 
2024 semester at Albion 
College: 

◆ Allie McIntyre of 
Grosse Pointe Woods. 
McIntyre is a sophomore 
and member of the 
Prentiss M. Brown 
Honors Program. 

◆  C h r i s t o p h e r 
Marshall of Grosse 
Pointe Woods. Marshall 
is majoring in kinesiol-
ogy-exercise science 
with a minor in biochem-
istry. 

◆ Dylan Cardinale of 
Grosse Pointe Woods. 
Cardinale is majoring in 
biology with a minor in 

communication studies. 
◆ Julia Kado of Grosse 

Pointe Park. Kado is 
majoring in English with 
a minor in English as a 
second language educa-
tion. She is a member of 

the Prentiss M. Brown 
Honors Program. 

◆ Nicholas Miller of 
the City of Grosse Pointe. 
Miller is majoring in 
mathematics and bio-
chemistry and is a mem-
ber of the Prentiss M. 
Brown Honors Program. 

◆ Ryker Mazey of 
Grosse Pointe Farms. 
Mazey is majoring in 
kinesiology-exercise sci-
ence with a minor in 
sports communication. 

◆ Sevi Vogt of Grosse 
Pointe Park. Vogt is 
majoring in biology and 
Spanish with a minor in 
history.

◆◆◆
Elizabeth M. Becker 

of Grosse Pointe Farms 
received highest honors 
on the Chancellor’s 
Honor Roll for the fall 
2024 semester at the 
University of Tennessee 
at Martin.

◆◆◆
Fletcher Klaasen of 

Grosse Pointe Farms 
was named to the fall 
2024 College of Arts and 
Sciences Dean’s List at 
the  Univers i ty  o f 
Kentucky.

◆◆◆
Manny Caballero of 

PRIDE OF THE POINTES
See PRIDES, page 10A

Emily Ann Shea

Nicholas Miller

PRO MUSICA DETROIT   presents

Tickets:

DETROIT OPERA

AANDD AFTERGLOWW WITHH THEE ARTISTS

ProMusicaDetroit.com

R E S I D E N T   A R T I S T S

Sunday, February 2
2 pm @ Grosse Pointe War Memorial
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25

WHAT DELICIOUS TASTY GROSSE POINTE TREATS 
ARE YOU CRAVING THIS WEEK?

Go for a meal out on the town...So much to enjoy in your own neighborhood!

Look for MORE great Nosh dining ideas and specials on February 27!
TO ADVERTISE, CALL (313) 882-6900

DELICIOUS SOUP & SALAD BAR 
Build your own salad, and choose your soup. ENJOY!

VILLAGE GRILLE
(313) 882-4555 • villagegrillegp.com

PRIME WATERFRONT DINING
Stunning dishes and incredible views

THE CONTINENTAL at FORD HOUSE
(313) 884-4222 • fordhouse.org/dining

BEST BURGER AND FRIES IN GP!
Voted BEST of the BEST by Grosse Pointe News

IRISH COFFEE BAR AND GRILL
(313) 881-5675 • Find us on Facebook

Tuesday’s Only - HALF-OFF RIBS - Dine in Only
3p - 6p, with purchase of a beverage. Daily Specials 

CHAMPS ROTISSERIE & SEAFOOD
(313) 886-7755 • champsrotisserie.com

013025

FAMOUS CORNED BEEF SANDWICHES
Voted #1 Ruben, Matzo Ball & Cabbage Soup. Dine in or Carry out

UNCLE HARRY’S DELI
(586) 775-3120 • uncleharrysdeli.com
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EX
PL

ORE
ENGAGE EXPERIENCE

DEDICATED TO EACH
CHILD AS A TOTAL
INDIVIDUAL–SOCIALLY,
EMOTIONALLY,
PHYSICALLY AND
COGNITIVELY IN A
SECURE AND CARING
SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT

Class Offerings:

Program Offerings:
Flexible scheduling:
Full day, half day
minimum 2 days/week

Open year-round

Small class size

 
 
 
 

Toddler 1 - 2 1/2 years 

Transition 2 1/2 - 3 years

Preschool 3 and 4 years 

Young 5’s

1-10 Years

7:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Please join us for our Open House on
January 30, 2025 from 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Assumption Nursery School and Toddler Center
2025-2026 School Year

Registration Begins January 30, 2025

We look 

forward to 

seeing you!

22150 Marter Road, St. Clair Shores, MI 48080
586.772.4477 www.assumptionnursery.org

Register forg
ii GG di iiJoni Gerardi, Director / Kate Haynes, Director

EX
PL

ORE
ENGAGE EXPERIENCE

A Lifetime of Learning begins at Assumption
• Recipient of Governor’s 

Quality Care Award
• Qualified, Caring Teachers
• Curriculum Based on 

Michigan Early Childhood
Standards of Quality for 
Preschool and Toddlers

• Learning Centers

• Thematic Units

• Cultural Exploration

• Nature Trail

• Secure Playgrounds

• Outdoor classrooms

• Family Fellowship Events

• Creative Experiences

• Print-rich Literacy Activities

• Physical Education in

School Sized Gym

• Foster Peer Social Skills

• Child-directed Learning

• Enrichment Classes:

Science, Art, Cooking,
Yoga and Creative 
Movement

013025

Grosse Pointe Farms 
and Bryan Carney of 
Grosse Pointe Woods 
were named to the 
Dean’s List for the fall 
s e m e s t e r  a t  T h e 
University of Olivet.

◆◆◆
Griffin Klautky of 

Grosse Pointe Farms 
was named to the fall 
2024 Dean’s List in the 
Fulbright College of Arts 
and Sciences at the 
University of Arkansas.

◆◆◆
Harper Wallace of the 

City of Grosse Pointe 
was named to the 

U n i v e r s i t y  o f 
Mississippi’s fall 2024 
Dean’s Honor Roll. 
Wallace is in the school’s 
psychology program.

◆◆◆
Isabella Kuras of the 

City Grosse Pointe and 
Lauren Lemmen and 
Jackson Rybicki of 
Grosse Pointe Park were 
named to the fall 2024 
Chancellor’s Honor Roll 
at the University of 
Mississippi. Kuras is 
studying criminal jus-
tice, Lemmen is studying 
psychology and Rybicki 
is studying banking and 

fi nance.
◆◆◆

Emma Hall of the City 
of  Grosse  Pointe , 
Rebecca Moin of Grosse 
Pointe Woods and Allie 
Lowenthal of Grosse 
Pointe Park were named 
to the Dean’s List for the 
fall 2024 semester at the 
University of Alabama.

◆◆◆
Cassidy Kline and 

Rachel Rybicki  of 
Grosse Pointe Park were 
named to the President’s 
List for the fall 2024 
s e m e s t e r  a t  t h e 
University of Alabama.

PRIDES:
Continued from page 9A

Cassidy Kline

Above, a group of young skat-
ers enjoyed some ice time on 
Lake St. Clair, thanks to freez-
ing temperatures last week.
Right, from left are Connor 
Steiner, Jonny Gellasch, 
Tommy Degemmis, Blake 
Steiner, Zander Steiner and 
Wesley Marchal.

PHOTOS COURTESY 
OF NATHAN STEINER

On-ice action

A “very dedicated” crossing guard at Richard 
Elementary School showed her Christmas spirit by 
showing up for duty dressed as Cindy-Lou Who, a 
character from Dr. Seuss’ “How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas.” Crossing guard Janice McMillan had 
fun during the holidays, which isn’t unusual, ac-
cording to Grosse Pointe Farms resident Susan 
Borninski, who said McMillan “goes above and be-
yond to give the kids (and the parents, too!) a chuck-
le every holiday!” One student, Arthur, above, didn’t 
miss the chance to have his photo taken with the 
Whoville character, especially on the day he 
dressed as The Grinch.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF SUSAN BORNINSKI

Who?
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Integrity. Heritage. Lifestyle.

2024 Top Producer at Higbie Maxon Agney.

013025

Melissa Singh
melissa@higbiemaxon.com
313-886-3400
313-289-9990
higbiemaxon.com

Unless  they  are 
unmarked, police vehi-
cles are supposed to be 
easily recognizable.

That certainly is the 
case with the SUV driven 
by Farms Public Safety 
Offi cer Jim LaBeau, the 
school resource offi cer 
at Grosse Pointe South 
High School.

“It’s a good way to 
show school pride and 
something for the stu-
dents to rally behind,” 
LaBeau said.

The four-door Ford 
Interceptor features 
decals on both sides in 
school colors with the 
school name, along with 
the Blue Devil mascot 
and the building’s iconic 
tower. The phrase “Go 
Blue Devils” appears 
above both front wheel 
wells and an intertwined 
“GP” is on the hood.

It was designed by 
Nate Michaud, a senior, 
who is credited on the 

vehicle’s reach hatch. 
Aside from playing 
lacrosse and rowing, 
Michaud is in Advanced 

Placement studio art.
“I defi nitely wanted to 

incorporate the school 
colors and logo,” he 

said. “I wanted to make 
it look as cool as possi-
ble.”

W h e n  L a B e a u 
approached Alex Finney, 
who teaches visual art 
and design at South, 
Finney knew Michaud 
was up for it.

“The project turned 
out well and it was cool 
to see Nate design some-
thing to be utilized in the 

real world,” Finney said. 
“Nate has always had a 
good eye for design and 
I often work closely with 
him on various design 
jobs wanted within the 
school or community.”

LaBeau said Michaud 
had the final design 
ready in about two days.

“I used photoshop to 
come up with a few ren-
ditions and where to 

place the different ele-
ments,” he said. 

Michaud said he wants 
to study graphic design 
in college, but also is 
taking an EMT class and 
has an interest in becom-
ing a fi refi ghter.

“It’s great he was able 
to combine his graphic 
arts talents and his inter-
est in public service,” 
Finney said.

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

Making a statement
PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

School Resource Offi cer Jim LaBeau and Grosse Pointe South High School senior Nate Michaud stand by the vehicle that sports the decals Michaud designed.

Above, Michaud’s work is recognized on the back of LaBeau’s Ford Interceptor. 
Left, a decal for the hood also was created.

S o r o p t i m i s t 
International of Grosse 
Pointe annually gives 
financial awards to 
women starting or con-
tinuing their education 
beyond high school. 

SIGP created Mentoring 
for Success in 2020 to stay 
connected to its award-
ees. The aim of MFS is to 
pair award recipients with 
members to work together 
to meet the challenges 
mentees face on their edu-
cational journey. 

S I G P  r e c e n t l y 
announced how the fol-
lowing awardees are 
achieving their educa-
tional dreams. 

◆ Tonesia Nesbitt, a 
2021 Live Your Dream 
awardee, earned an asso-
ciate degree in nursing 
from Wayne County 
Community College 

District last December. 
She graduated with hon-
ors and now is studying 
for the exam to become a 
board-certifi ed registered 
nurse. Soroptimist mem-
ber Mary Bryk is her men-
tor. 

◆ Jennifer Maschke, a 
2024 Live Your Dream 
awardee from Windsor, 
Ontario, Canada, is a 
mother of four, ages 25, 
23, 21 and 13. She earned 
a bachelor’s degree in 
psychology from the 
University of Windsor and 
also graduated with hon-
ors in December 2024. 
This year, she will enroll 
online to work on a mas-
ter’s degree in psychology 
and counseling at 
Yorkville University in 
New Brunswick, Canada. 
Soroptimist Katherine 
Baetz is her mentor. 

◆ Denise Alford, a 2022 
Live  Your  Dream 
awardee, gave birth to a 
son last year and will be 
back in school this fall. 
Her mentor, Diana 
Langlois, reported that 
Alford currently is 
involved in student sup-
port with her local school 
board in Windsor, 
Ontario, Canada, and also 
is a teaching assistant at 
the university.

L a n g l o i s  a n d 
Sorop t imis t  Gwen 
Shannon, co-chairs of the 
MFS program, said SIGP 
continues to reach out to 
mentees via text, phone, 
Zoom and personal con-
tact. Previous mentees 
have graduated and work 
in the emergency room at 
Corewell Hospital, assist 
doctors in cardiac surger-
ies at Henry Ford 

Hospital, work in the 
mental health field as 

counselors, have gradu-
ated with honors in the 

nursing fi eld, have given 
assistance to others with 
food and housing and 
have applied to other 
nonprofit agencies to 
help them purchase 
transportation. 

SIGP mentors continue 
to not only serve as edu-
cational support but also 
provide emotional sup-
port for their hard-work-
ing mentees and are 
pleased to help mentees 
improve their lives and 
succeed in their careers.

Soroptimist  is  a 
global volunteer organi-
zation that provides 
women and girls with 
access to the education 
and training they need to 
a c h i e v e  e c o n o m i c 
empowerment. 

For more information, 
visit grossepointesoropti
mist.org/.

Award winners continue to achieve with 
help from Soroptimist mentoring program

COURTESY PHOTO

From left, Grosse Pointe Soroptimists Diana 
Langlois, Karrie Blankenship and Mary Bryk attend 
Tonesia Nesbitt’s pinning ceremony Dec. 19, 2024. 
Nesbitt earned an associate degree in nursing.
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MAKE VALENTINE’S DAY
MEMORABLE WITH A GIFT FROM...

Our Private Banquet RoomOur Private Banquet Room
is the perfect place to host your event!is the perfect place to host your event!

Our Private Banquet RoomOur Private Banquet Room
is the perfect place to host your event!is the perfect place to host your event!

Call to Reserve for your Special Day!

16930 Kercheval Avenue (bet. Cadieux & Notre Dame)

313-882-4555 • www.villagegrillegp.com

Bridal Shower • Rehearsal Dinner • Wedding Reception
Sports Event • Baby Shower • Business Meeting

Grosse Pointe’s Grosse Pointe’s 
Friend liestFriend liest

Family  RestaurantFamily  Restaurant!
LUNCH • DINNER • SPORTS BAR • KIDS GAME ROOMLUNCH • DINNER • SPORTS BAR • KIDS GAME ROOM

Sp i l D !CCallll to Reserve ffor y

01
30

25

Three Grosse Pointe chapters of the women’s educational philanthropy organization, the P.E.O. 
Sisterhood, recently celebrated the group’s 1869 founding with a brunch and program hosted by Chapter 
AO and AO President Gretchen White. The chapters — DB, CV and AO — shared history and the mission of 
the historic international group to support women’s education then and now, growing opportunities for 
women with scholarships and grants. Women seeking support in educational endeavors or membership 
may learn more at the P.E.O. Sisterhood’s website, peointernational.org.

Celebrating sisterhood
PHOTO COURTESY OF 

CATHERINE COLLISON

Ecumenical 
Breakfast

The Grosse Pointe 
Men ’s  Ecumenica l 
Breakfast group meets at 
7:45 a.m. Friday, Jan. 31, 
a t  Grosse  Po in te 
Memorial Church, 16 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms. Cost for breakfast 
is $7. Registration is not 
required and first-time 
guests eat free.

Art opening
G r o s s e  P o i n t e 

Congregational Church, 
240 Chalftone, Grosse 
Pointe Farms, hosts the 
exhibition “Subterranean 
Homesick Blues,” in its 
Arts Ministry Gallery, 
through April 6. The 
opening reception takes 
place 6 to 8 p.m. Friday, 
Jan. 31. The exhibition — 
open 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Sundays or by appoint-
ment — features the 
work of Grosse Pointe 
artists Jackie Brooks, 
Nina Goebel, Kathleen 
M c N a m e e ,  K a r i 
Rasmussen and Jackie 
Rybinski.

Detroit Boat 
Club Crew

The Detroit Boat Club 
Crew hosts its Oarsmen’s 
Ball from 6 to 10 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 1, at the 
Dossin Great Lakes 
Museum, located on 
Belle Isle. The black-tie-
optional event includes 
hors d’oeuvres, music, a 
silent auction, cash bar 
and more. Funds benefi t 
the Friends of Detroit 
Rowing’s Share an Oar, 
Share the Shore cam-
paign to build a new 
shellhouse. For tickets, 
visit detroitboatclub
crew.org.

Library
The Grosse Pointe 

Public Library hosts a 
variety of programs. To 
register for the following, 
visit grossepointelibrary.
org.

◆ Reader Dog, 10 to 11 
a.m. Saturday, Feb. 1, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ Saturday Drop-in 
Storytime, 10:30 to 11 
a.m. Saturday, Feb. 1, at 
Central, 10 Kercheval, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

◆ Reader Dog, 2 to 3 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 1, at 
E w a l d ,  1 5 1 7 5  E . 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆ Meet Up & Make: 
Affi rmation Jars, 4:30 to 
5:30 p.m. Monday, Feb. 
3 ,  at  Central ,  10 
Kercheval, Grosse Pointe 
Farms.

◆ First Tuesday Book 
Discussion, 2 to 3 p.m. 
Tuesday, Feb. 4, at 
Central, 10 Kercheval, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

◆ Baby Time, 9:30 to 
10 a.m. Wednesday, Feb. 
5, at Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ Storytime, 10:30 to 
11 a.m. Wednesday, Feb. 
5, at Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ Make Comics Club, 6 
to 8 p.m. Wednesday, 
Feb. 5, at Central, 10 
Kercheval, Grosse Pointe 
Farms.

◆ Teen Leadership 
Council, 6 to 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 5, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ Baby Time, 9:30 to 
10 a.m. Thursday, Feb. 6, 
at Central, 10 Kercheval, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

◆ Storytime, 10:30 to 
11 a.m. Thursday, Feb. 6, 

at Central, 10 Kercheval, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

◆  C a p t u r i n g 
P h o t o g r a p h y  w i t h 
Monica Morgan, 1 to 2:30 
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 6, at 
E w a l d ,  1 5 1 7 5  E . 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆ Getting to the Art of 
Things with Ashley 
Menth, 6 to 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 6, at 
E w a l d ,  1 5 1 7 5  E . 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆ Sensory Storytime, 
10:30 to 11 a.m. Friday, 
Feb. 7, at Central, 10 
Kercheval, Grosse Pointe 
Farms.

◆ Hustle for Health 
Dance Class, noon to 1 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 8, at 
E w a l d ,  1 5 1 7 5  E . 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

Blood drives
The American Red 

Cross hosts the following 
blood drives:

◆ 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Sunday, Feb. 2, St. Lucy 
Catholic Church, 23401 
Jefferson, St. Clair 
Shores.

◆ Noon to 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 12, 
Holy  Innocents-St . 
Barnabus  Cathol ic 
Church, 24800 Phlox, 
Eastpointe.

◆ 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 13, The 
War Memorial ,  32 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms.

◆ 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 13, 
Univers i ty  L igge t t 
School’s Boll Center 
Library, 1045 Cook, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆  1  to  7  p .m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 19, 
Ardmore Elementary 
School, 27001 Greater 
Mack, St. Clair Shores.

Register at redcross
blood.org.

Rotary
The Rotary Club of 

Grosse Pointe hosts its 
next meeting at 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 5, at 
Village Grille, 16930 
Kercheval, City of Grosse 
Pointe. John and Dawn 
Drozd, new Grosse 
Pointe Rotary Club mem-
bers, speak. Email 
grossepointerotary@
gmail.com. 

The Helm
The Helm at the Boll 

Life Center, 158 Ridge, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, 
offers a variety of classes 
a n d  p r o g r a m s . 
Registration is required 
at (313) 882-9600 for the 
following:

◆ Restorative Evening 
Yoga, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
the first and third 
Thursdays, through 
March 20, with instruc-
tor Allie Short. Cost is $7 
for members, $10 for 
guests. 

◆ Social Media for 
Mature Learners, 4 to 5 
p.m. Fridays, through 
May 9, with instructor 
Janisse Green.

◆ Upscale Jewelry 
Design for Beginners, 10 
a.m. to noon Mondays, 
through March 3, with 
instructor Kathleen 
Robinson Young.

◆ The movie “Martha” 
is shown at noon Friday, 
Feb. 7. Cost is $3 for 
members, $5 for guests, 
and includes snacks.

◆ Health for Her at 
The Helm: Her Heart, 6 

AREA 
ACTIVITIES

See EVENTS, page 6B

The Garden Club of Michigan 
hosts the presentation, “Conserving 
the Largest Freshwater System in 
the World,” with Scott Sowa of The 
Nature Conservancy in Michigan, 
at 7 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 12, via 
Zoom. 

Sowa, who has a Ph.D. in fi sher-
ies and wildlife, will speak to how 
the health of the water system inti-
mately affects people’s lives and 
livelihoods. He also will offer 
immediate and longterm action 
items people can all take to protect 
and improve the Great Lakes. On 
staff at The Nature Conservancy 
since 2008, Sowa currently serves 

as the organization’s Great Lakes 
program director, coordinating 
and implementing strategies focus-
ing on Great Lakes fisheries, 
coastal systems and aquatic inva-
sive species.

“The conservation of the Great 
Lakes, the world’s largest freshwa-
ter system, is a priority for the 
Garden Club of Michigan, as it 
should be for all of us,” GCM 
President Hadley French said. “We 
are pleased to be able to make this 
lecture free and available to the 
public and we hope everyone who 
attends will walk away feeling 
empowered to take action to pro-

tect this great natural resource.”
The lecture is free and open to 

the public. Those interested 
should email info@garden
clubofmichigan.org to register. 
Space is limited so interested 
viewers are encouraged to register 
early.

Founded in 1911, the Garden 
Club of Michigan is a private club 
dedicated to promoting the impor-
tance of gardening, horticulture 
and conservation in the Detroit 
area and beyond. The Garden 
Club of Michigan is a member of 
the Michigan Garden Clubs and 
the Garden Club of America.

Garden Club of Michigan hosts virtual 
Great Lakes preservation presentation

An open art call for the 
exhibition, “Portrait 
Parlor,” is underway.

The submission dead-
line is Wednesday, Feb. 
5, and the show will be 
displayed throughout the 
month of March.

Artists are invited to 
showcase their creativity 
through an open call for 
portrait artwork, whether 
the artist prefers the ele-
gance of traditional two-
dimensional mediums, 
the depth of contempo-
rary digital illustrations 
or the captivating dimen-
sions of three-dimen-
sional sculptures. This is 

an all-media exhibition 
installation.

Posterity Gallery wel-
come all styles — realis-
tic, abstract, modern or 

whimsical. This is an 
opportunity to explore 
the human experience, 
capturing emotions, per-
sonalities and stories 
through a unique artistic 
lens. The guest juror is 
Roselyn Rhodes.

Artists are invited to 
submit up to six images 
using the form found at 

posterityartgallery.com. 
Art must measure 18 by 
24 inches or less. Artists 
should provide details 
with each submission, 
including medium, size, 
titles of work and price. 

The submission fee is 
$35. For more details, 
visit posterityartgallery.
com.

Artists 
invited to 
enter work



It’s not for nothing that 
Lt. Frank Zielinski’s wife, 
Rita, began referring to 
him as a magnet for trou-
ble when he fi rst took up 
the mantle to protect and 
serve residents of the 
Farms in 2000. 

“There was a good six 
months when I first 
started here (where) stuff 
would just happen and I 
would be there,” the retir-
ing officer recalled — 
perhaps because new 
recruits get the midnight 
shift and criminals prefer 
to operate in the dark.

It was within Zielinski’s 
fi rst year on the job that 
he stumbled upon a crew 
breaking and entering 
into the old Kroger at 
Mack and Moross in the 
middle of the night — 
arresting them in the act 
— and happened across 
an attempted murderer 
trying to make his get-
away at 3:30 a.m. on The 
Hill. 

“I’m coming up The 
Hill and it’s 3:30 in the 
morning and there’s 
nothing going on,” he 
said, aside from a single 
car on the road — an 
older model Mercury 
Capri, which appeared to 
be driving aimlessly and 
had its back window cov-
ered with cardboard. “I 
put a traffi c stop on him, 
walk up to the car and the 
guy’s covered in blood.”

The suspect attempted 
to sell a story about his 
friend getting beat up, 
but couldn’t explain why 
he left him or what the 
friend’s pants were doing 
in the passenger seat. A 
driver’s license in the 
pants had an address to a 
suite in an offi ce building 
that existed prior to 
Jumps Restaurant on the 
same property.

Officers broke a win-
dow to get in and found 
another man rolled up in 
carpet with his throat slit 
by a box cutter. 

The victim was found 
early enough to recover 
and Zielinski was named 
Police Offi cer of the Year 
by the Police Officers 
Association of Michigan 
— though the tale later 
soured when the survivor 
w a s  a r r e s t e d  i n 
Eastpointe for his own 
unseemly crimes a few 
years later. 

Zielinski’s work ethic 
and affi nity for stumbling 
upon major crimes in 
progress led to his accep-
tance onto the Eastern 
Wayne County Special 
Response Team after a 
little more than a year on 
the job. 

He remained on the 
team two decades — 
anecdotally known for a 
time as “the ram man” for 
serving as a breacher 
with the battering ram — 
until he stepped down as 
team leader in 2023. 

“Since becoming the 
team leader, no gunshots 
were fi red by team mem-
bers during countless 
contacts with armed 
offenders,” Public Safety 
Director John Hutchins 
noted, when Zielinski 
was promoted to lieuten-
ant in April 2024. 

His 30 years in law 
enforcement — he served 
at the Wayne County Jail 
and in Hamtramck prior 
to the Farms — are sprin-
kled with narratives that 
remind a public servant 
why he does the job.

Zielinski recalled once 
fi nding a 4-year-old boy 
wandering down the mid-
dle of Moross. His home 
situation was as one 
might imagine and led to 
Child Protective Services 

getting involved, after 
which he was sent to live 
with his grandmother in 
Pennsylvania. 

It was going on a 
decade later when the 
grandmother showed up 
at the station with a pre-
teen in tow, offering their 
gratitude. 

In another instance, 
officers had repeated 
contact with a troubled 
youth on Radnor Circle.

“The last interaction we 
had, I had some ‘come to 
Jesus’ talk with him,” 
Zielinski said. “And it 
was probably fi ve or six 
years later, the father 
reached out to me and he 
wanted to thank me, 
because he said from that 
day on, his son had 
turned it around.”

Keeping himself busy, 
Zielinski over the years 
also led the reserve offi -
cers program and the 
department’s special 
events, served as the fi eld 
training offi cer coordina-
tor in charge of training 
new hires and handled 
vehicle maintenance 

responsibilities. 
“I can’t complain about 

anything about my career 
here,” Zielinski said, 
going so far as to add he 
thinks he was made for 
the job. “I had a lot of 
opportunities. It was awe-
some.” 

The lieutenant retired 

Friday, Jan. 10, after 25 
years of service.

He was hired at a time 
when it was common for 
400 people to test for two 
or three openings. Today, 
it’s difficult to get five 
people to interview for 
three spots. 

“Police work kind of 

goes up and down,” he 
said. “People like us. 
People don’t like us. Silly 
laws, silly this, silly that. 
Changes (and more) 
changes. I’m OK with 
that. I’ll really miss the 
guys — that’ll be the most 
of it. Talking to the guys.”

He’s holstering his gun 

in favor of the ranch life, 
having already purchased 
a 28-acre horse farm up 
north. 

“I don’t ride at all,” he 
said, but his daughter, 
Fiona, does. 

Thanks to her, the fam-
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Rundquist—Clenney

Matthew and Julie Kornmeier of Grosse Pointe Farms and 
James Rundquist of Okemos announce the engagement of their 
daughter, Claire Rundquist, to Austin Clenney, the son of Scott 
and Lynda Clenney of Pinckney.

Ms. Rundquist is a graduate of Grosse Pointe South High School 
and Loyola University Chicago. She is an event planner.

Mr. Clenney is a graduate of John Glenn High School and 
Michigan State University. He is a golf course assistant superin-
tendent. 

A September 2025 wedding is planned.

Claire Rundquist and Austin Clenney

Poplawski—Shine

Jay and Laura Poplawski of the City of Grosse Pointe announce 
the engagement of their son, Will Poplawski, to Mary Grace Shine, 
the daughter of Tim and Molly Shine of Fairport, N.Y.

Mr. Poplawski graduated from Grosse Pointe South High School 
and earned a bachelor’s degree in political science from the 
College of the Holy Cross. He is pursuing a master’s degree in 
defense and strategic studies at the U.S. Naval War College. He is 
a senior advisor at the U.S. State Department in Washington, D.C.

Miss Shine earned a bachelor’s degree in biology from St. John 
Fisher University and a master’s degree in biological sciences 
from the University of Buffalo. She works in clinical research in 
Buffalo, N.Y., and currently is pursuing medical school. She also 
is an emergency medical technician, a job she’s held since high 
school.

An April 2025 wedding is planned.

Will Poplawski and Mary Grace Shine

ENGAGEMENTS

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Lt. retires after quarter century on the job
Zielinski sits, for the last 
time, in his patrol car 
outside the station lis-
tening to his fi nal call 
over dispatch, read by 
his wife, Rita, and 
daughter, Fiona. The 
women kept the content 
of the speech a secret, so 
he was hearing it for the 
fi rst time. When the fi nal 
call ended, Zielinski re-
sponded saying he was 
proud to serve the city of 
Grosse Pointe Farms and 
happy to have protected, 
served and laughed 
along with the other offi -
cers.

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

See RETIRE, page 6B
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OBITUARIES
Obituary notices are purchased and often prewritten by family or friends. While 
we try to run obituaries as submitted, we nevertheless reserve the right to edit for 
accuracy, style and length.

Patricia Ann 
Hanna

Patricia Ann Hanna, 
67, passed away Monday, 
Jan. 20, 2025.

Patty was born April 
27, 1957, the 11th of 12 
children of Cameell 
Hanna and Florence 
Cavataio Hanna of 
Grosse Pointe Woods. 
Patricia attended Our 
Lady Star of the Sea 
Elementary and High 
School. She was an 
active and talented child 
who loved classical 
music. She played clari-
net in the school orches-
tra. She was an active 
Girl Scout and engaged 
in community activities 
at Lake Front Park in 
Grosse Pointe Woods, 
where she excelled on 
the swim team, espe-
cially the breaststroke, 
and eventually became a 
lifeguard as a teenager at 
Lake Front. Patty played 
platform tennis, enjoyed 
ice skating and worked 
ice patrol, checking in 
the children at McCann 
Ice Arena in Grosse 
Pointe Woods. During a 
Girl Scout outing as a 
child, while horseback 
riding, Patricia was 
bounced off of a run-
away horse and cracked 
two of her ribs, which 
irrevocably sliced into 
her kidney. Patty lost her 
kidney, knowing one day 
its loss might take her 
life.

Patricia was a brilliant 
student who was left-
handed,  sometimes 
ambidextrous ,  and 

earned a Bachelor of 
Science degree at the 
University of Michigan 
with a specialization 
from the School of 
Dentistry. Patty was 
proud to be a Wolverine; 
she loved U-M. Later, she 
en tered  Cre ighton 
University in Nebraska 
and completed a degree 
as a registered nurse. 
Patty loved science and 
medicine; she really 
knew her stuff. In 
another era, she would 
have chosen to be a doc-
tor.

Patricia moved to the 
Mercer Island area near 
Seattle and lived there 
more than 12 years. It 
was a popular destina-
tion with her age group. 
She loved the beauty of 
the Pacific Northwest 
and the outdoors. Later, 
she moved to Virginia 
with family and took a 
government position as a 
nurse with NASA. Patty 
also worked at a law fi rm 
as a legal medical con-
sultant, reviewing the 
effi cacy of its documents. 

Eventual ly ,  Pat ty 
returned to the Grosse 
Pointe area and settled in 
St. Clair Shores. She 
loved her family and felt 
safe with her siblings 
caring for her, especially 
her sister, Joy. Patty 
loved Joy and they 
shared many birthdays 
and feast days together. 
Patty was kind, loving 
and very social. She blos-
somed among friends, 
listening to music and 
dining out. She liked the 
best of everything. 

Patty’s favorite dessert, a 
c a n n o l i  f r o m 
Bommarito’s Bakery, 
was her Italian commu-
nion on every holiday, 
birthday and feast day. 
Any time there was a cel-
ebration, it was cannoli 
time, and lots of them.

When Patty was well, 
she had a great sense of 
humor. If she had words 
with someone, she forgot 
about it as soon as the 
phone call was over; she 
couldn’t understand if 
family was not speaking 
to her. She loved them all 
and wanted her family 
near during her grave ill-
ness and decline. Patty 
always forgot herself if 
someone was ill or 
needed her medical or 
nursing expertise. There 
was only one Patricia — 
bold, strong and invinci-
ble. She will be missed 
greatly.

Patricia was prede-
ceased by her parents, 
Cameell and Florence 
Hanna; brother, Peter 
Hanna; and sisters, 
Sylvia Adams and Grace 
Arnold. She is survived 
by her sisters, Diane 
Edwards of Falls Church, 
Va., Shirley Nagel of 
Grosse Pointe Farms and 
Joy Hanna of St. Clair 
Shores; brothers, Fred 
Hanna (Louise) of 
Bradenton, Fla., Cameell 
Hanna Jr., of St. Clair 
Shores, Dr. Donald “Bo” 
Hanna of Cary, N.C., Dr. 
William Hanna of St. 
Clair Shores and Mark 
Hanna (Hildur) of 
Whitehall; and 18 nieces 
and nephews. 

Memorial donations 
may be made to the 
American Kidney Fund, 
11921 Rockville Pike, 
Ste. 300, Rockville, MD 
20852, bit.ly/4aBvDIZ; or 
the National Kidney 
Foundation, 30 E. 33rd 
St., New York, NY 10016, 
bit.ly/4geH8r5. Her fam-
ily said those waiting for 
kidney donations often 
wait years — donating 
can save a life. 

A funeral Mass will be 
held at 10 a.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 1, with family 
receiving visitors at 9:30 
a.m., at Our Lady Star of 
the Sea Catholic Church, 
467 Fairford, Grosse 
Pointe Woods. She will 
be interred at Mt. Olivet 
Cemetery in Detroit. Her 
s e r v i c e  w i l l  b e 
livestreamed at olsos.
org. 

Share memories with 
the family at wujek
calcaterra.com.

Katherine “Kit” 
Buchanan 
Greening

K a t h e r i n e  “ K i t ” 
Greening, 69, of Grosse 
Pointe Farms, passed 
away Sunday, Nov. 24, 
2024, after a stroke. Her 
son, Geoffrey, and hus-
band, Bruce, were by her 
side.

Kit was born Nov. 30, 
1954, in Detroit, to Frank 
and Catherine Buchanan. 

Kit was raised in north-
west Detroit and Lathrup 
Village. She graduated 
from Oakland University 
in Rochester with a bach-
elor’s degree in Latin 
American culture and 
history in 1976. She 
graduated from Wayne 
State University in 2006, 
with a master’s degree in 
library and information 
science.

Kit spent much of her 
career in the research 
and educational publish-
ing f ie ld at  Gale 
Research. The company 
was founded by Gale 
Ruffner in 1954, and 
headquartered in down-
town Detroit for many 
decades. Kit managed 
both internal and exter-
nal sales, including a 
period when she covered 
the academic institutions 
in the northeast. She 
especially enjoyed trav-
eling around the terri-
t o r y ,  e s t a b l i s h i n g 
relationships with pro-
fessors throughout New 
England.

Upon retirement, Kit 
began her volunteer 
work in the community, 
beginning as an archivist 
with the Grosse Pointe 
Historical Society. She 
loved gardening and 
obtained a Master 
Gardener designation 
from Michigan State 
University.

Kit used her love of 
gardening to benefi t the 
Grosse Pointe and the 
greater Detroit commu-
nity by becoming an 
active member of the 
Grosse Pointe Garden 
Club, a board member of 
the Grosse Pointe 
Garden Center and vol-
unteer with the Anna 
Scr ipps  Whi tcomb 
Conservatory on Belle 
Isle, the oldest continu-
ally running conserva-
tory in the U.S.

Her love for history 
was expressed by her 
leadership  in  the 
Questers, an interna-
tional organization pro-
moting the preservation, 
restoration and educa-
tion of history. Kit served 
as fi rst vice president of 
the Michigan chapter 
and was active in the 
local Fox Creek Questers. 
She was instrumental in 
designing and commis-
sioning a bronze plaque 
recounting the history of 
the Grosse Pointes, now 
located on The Hill in 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

She enjoyed her exer-
cise classes at Pure Barre 
and was approaching her 
2,000th class when she 
had the stroke. Kit loved 
staying fi t and enjoyed 
every class.

Kit enjoyed spending 
time at the family cottage 
on Stag Island near 
Sarnia, Ontario, Canada, 
and loved recreational 
sailing around the world. 
She also enjoyed spend-
ing time in St. Petersburg, 
Fla., in the winter months 
and fl ying their airplane 
with Bruce to distant 
destinations.

Kit is survived by her 
loving husband of 42 
years,  Bruce;  son, 
G e o f f r e y ;  m o t h e r , 
Catherine Buchanan; 
a n d  s i s t e r ,  A n n 
Buchanan.

A celebration of Kit’s 
life will be held at 11:30 
a.m. Saturday, Feb. 8, at 
Grosse Pointe Memorial 

Church, 16 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms. A 
livestream will be broad-
cast on the GPMC web-
site at gpmchurch.org.

In lieu of fl owers, the 
family has asked that 
memorial donations be 
made in her name to the 
Questers, questers1944.
org; the Anna Scripps 
Whitcomb Conservatory, 
4 Inselruhe Ave., Detroit, 
MI  48207 ,  b i t . l y /
3Ctm9Dd; or a charity of 
the giver’s choice.

Dalton Lingar
Dalton Lingar (nee 

Peacock), 45, passed 
away Monday, Jan. 20, 
2025. 

Dalton is survived by 
her loving parents, Peter 
Peacock (Emily) and 
Julie Palms; fi ve devoted 
siblings, Bryce, Kingsley 
( B r e n t ) ,  B r e n n a n , 
McAuley (Derrick) and 
Rowan;  and three 
beloved children, Taylor, 
Riley and Miya.

A true force of nature, 
Dalton took the world by 
storm when she was 
born Jan. 5, 1980, inter-
rupting her father’s fi rst 
day of law school. As a 
child, she loved to read 
and adored each of her 
younger siblings. She 
attended St. Joan of Arc 
Catholic School and 
then Grosse Pointe 
North High School. 

Dalton was a proud 
Michigan State Spartan 
and graduated with a 
degree in psychology. 
She completed her edu-
cation at Wayne State 
University and earned a 
master’s degree in psy-
chology.  She then 
embarked on a counsel-
ing career that brought 
her great joy. 

Dalton’s greatest joy 
in life was her children, 
whom she adored with 
all her heart. Dalton 
dedicated her life to lov-
ing her three children, 
always cheering them 
on in their pursuits and 
celebrating their accom-
p l i s h m e n t s  w i t h 
immense pride. Above 
all, Dalton wanted her 
children to always carry 
in their hearts the 
unwavering knowledge 
of how greatly and end-
lessly she loved them. 

Dalton will be deeply 
missed yet lovingly 
remembered by her chil-
dren, parents, siblings 
and countless friends 
who were touched by 
her warmth and friend-
ship. Her legacy of love 
and strength will con-
tinue to inspire all who 
knew her. 

Dalton will remain for-
ever in the hearts of her 
loved ones. She will be 
remembered as a loving 
mother and friend.

A funeral Mass will be 
held at 10 a.m. Thursday, 
Jan. 30, at St. Joan of 
Arc Catholic Church, 
22410 Overlake, St. Clair 
Shores. She will lie in 
state at 9 a.m. 

Memorial donations 
may be made to the St. 
Joan of Arc Monsignor 
Bass Scholarship Fund, 
22412 Overlake, St. Clair 
Shores,  MI 48080, 
o s v h u b . c o m / s j a s c s /
giving/funds.

Dalton LingarKatherine GreeningPatricia Ann Hanna

See OBITS, page 5B

Raymond Michael Cracchiolo of 
Grosse Pointe Farms, Michi-

gan, peacefully passed into eter-
nal life on January 9th, 2025 at 
the age of 100.  Born and raised
in Detroit, the son of Italian im-
migrants, Raymond conscious-
ly sought out new horizons and
faced challenges, while always 
guided by his Roman Catholic
faith. 

Raymond was born on Novem-
ber 11th, 1924 to Giuseppe and
Benedetta Cracchiolo of Terrasini, 
Sicily. He was the eighth of nine
children. As a child he worked 
with his brothers to support his
family, selling vegetables and fruit
from their truck, often on Lake-
shore Drive. During these early 
years he developed his outstand-
ing work ethic and deep commit-
ment to his family. Raymond was
known for his discerning intellect,
humility, keen wit and connecting
easily with everyone. 

Raymond attended Wilbur 
Wright Trade School and devel-
oped an extraordinary talent as
an engineer and inventor. His
unique skill set and ambitious na-
ture served him well as he joined
his brothers Peter, Sam and Tom
in building both Burns Automat-
ic Corporation and Burns Cold 
Forge Company. Garnering nu-
merous patents, they helped revo-
lutionize the development of cold-
forged steel products. Eventually 
merging with Masco Corporation, 
Raymond and his brothers would
assume executive leadership roles
within Masco.

In 1958, Raymond met and mar-
ried the love of his life, a beauti-
ful and intelligent schoolteacher,
Jane Forton of Suttons Bay, Mich-
igan. He lovingly referred to her 
as his “Jane Girl.” Jane was his
compass. Together they raised
four children: Christi, Heidi, Na-
tali and David. Raymond loved to
travel with his family both in the
states and abroad sharing with
them his love and enthusiasm for 
art, music, cuisine and culture.

As a young man, Raymond was
an avid snow skier. He enjoyed
skiing in Northern Michigan, New 

Hampshire, Idaho, Banff, and lat-
er, Colorado. One of his greatest
joys in life was skiing with his
children and grandchildren. Ray-
mond and Jane spent many glori-
ous winters at their home in Bea-
ver Creek, Colorado.

Raymond was passionate about
his home and gardens in Grosse
Pointe and he poured himself into 

-
vation. Friends and family en-
joyed his beautiful trees, gardens,
greenhouse orchid collection and 
picking vegetables with him in the 
garden. A great delight was shar-
ing the Christmastime lighting of 
the Ginkgo tree on his front lawn
with the community. Sharing
his home and making memories 
with loved ones always brought
him immense joy. Later in life
he would quietly state that God’s
natural beauty was his heaven on
earth.

Raymond was dedicated to his

played tennis well into his 90s and
exercised daily through his 100th 
year of life. Healthy eating was 
a priority and one of his greatest
pleasures was preparing vegeta-
bles from his garden. As a lifelong
learner, he began weekly piano 
lessons at the age of 75. 

Raymond always found solace 
in his unwavering faith and com-
mitment to living a generous life

that blessed others. One of Ray-
mond’s greatest gifts of service
was showing up without hesita-
tion to support those in need. His
compassion and tenderness to-
ward widows, the sick and the be-
reaved was a constant throughout
his life. As a member of the Order 
of Malta, he took multiple pilgrim-
ages with his children to Lourdes,
France, serving those in need of 
healing. He and Jane shared a de-
votion to giving to the local com-
munity of Detroit and other phil-
anthropic endeavors: The Detroit
Institute of Art, Detroit Sympho-
ny Orchestra, University of De-
troit Jesuit High School, St John’s
Hospital, the Rose Hill Center and
numerous Catholic institutions.

His legacy is one of love, faith
and generosity–a life lived ful-
ly and shared abundantly. Ray-
mond is survived by his loving
wife of 66 years, Jane; his chil-
dren, Christi Small (Eric), Heidi
Bell (John), Natali Ceniza (Bill 
Royal) and David Cracchiolo (Lu-
cretia); 13 grandchildren, Cather-
ine Mitchell (Ben), John Bell IV, 
Thomas Bell, Mackenzie Miller 
(Tyler), Heidi Small, Sophia Ce-
niza, Mariana Ceniza, Raymond 
Cracchiolo II, Salvatore Cracchi-
olo, Vincent Cracchiolo, Ange-
lo Cracchiolo, Louis Cracchiolo 
and Elaina Cracchiolo; and four 
great-grandchildren, Benjamin 
Mitchell, Raymond Mitchell, Lola
Bell and George Mitchell.

A funeral Mass will be held
Saturday, February 15th with in-
state at 11:30 a.m. until the time 
of Mass at 12 noon at St Paul on
the Lake Catholic Church, 157
Lakeshore Drive, Grosse Pointe
Farms, Michigan.

Memorial donations to hon-
or Raymond Cracchiolo may be 
made to the Rose Hill Center, 
5130 Rose Hill Blvd, Holly MI
48442, rosehillcenter.org; Domin-
ican Sisters of Mary Mother of the
Eucharist, 4597 Warren Rd, Ann
Arbor MI 48105, sistersofmary.
org/donate; or Right to Life of 
Michigan, 27417 Harper Ave, 
St Clair Shores MI 48081, 
rtl.org/donate.
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Raymond M. Cracchiolo
November 11, 1924 - January 9, 2025
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Worship
     Service

Worship Sunday
at 10:00 am

Rev. Richard Yeager-Stiver
An Open & Affi rming Church

240 Chalfonte G.P. Farms
313-884-3075 • www.gpcong.org
WE HAVE AN ARTS MINISTRY

Grosse Pointe
Congregational

Church
(United Church of Christ )

013025

SUNDAY
8:30 a.m. - Bible Study

9:30 a.m. - Worship Service
Sunday School - During Service

WEDNESDAY
10 a.m. - Bible Study

6:30 p.m. - Worship Service
Solomon Spangler, Pastor
Making New Disciples-
Building Stronger Ones

Christ the King
Lutheran Church

and Preschool
Mack at Lochmoor • 884-5090

www.christthekinggp.org
15020 Hampton15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park, Grosse Pointe Park, 
Michigan 48230-1302Michigan 48230-1302

AAmbrosembrose
SSaintaint

CCatholic atholic CChurchhurch

MMassesasses
Saturday Vigil — 4:00 p.m.
Sunday — 8:30 and 11:15 a.m.
Tuesday — 8:30 a.m.Tuesday — 8:30 a.m.
Thursday — 7:00 p.m.Thursday — 7:00 p.m.
Friday — NoonFriday — Noon

(313) 822-2814 • stambrosechurch.net • facebook.com/stambroseparish
      Saturday Vigil is streamed online at 8:00 a.m. Sunday on our facebook page      

Millicent Marcella 
Giles

Millicent Marcella (nee 
Mitzi) Giles, 88, passed 
a w a y  p e a c e f u l l y 
Wednesday, Jan. 22, 
2025.

Millicent, affection-
ately known as “Dolly,” 
was a devoted mother, 
grandmother and great-
grandmother and dear 
friend to many. Dolly’s 
bright spirit, caring heart 
and endless love for her 
family and community 
will forever be remem-
bered by those who knew 
her. She leaves behind a 
lasting legacy of kind-
ness, generosity and an 
unwavering commitment 
to those she loved. 

Dolly was born Jan. 14, 
1937, in Detroit, the 
dearest daughter of 
Thomas C. and Jesse 
Jean (nee  Lynch) 
Marsden, both now 
deceased.

Dolly was married to 
her beloved husband, 
Lyle T. Giles, June 1, 
1956,  in Colorado 
Springs, Colo. The cou-
ple made their home in 
Harper Woods in 1958, 
and were blessed with 
three beautiful daugh-
ters, whom she loved and 
cherished.

Dolly always kept 
busy, whether working 
for the Grosse Pointe 
Public School System, 
touring with The Helm at 
the Boll Life Center, ush-
ering at the Fox Theatre 
or Fisher Theatre, travel-
ing, shopping or having 
lunch with friends. She 
was a lifetime member of 
Girl Scouts of the USA, 
the International Order 
of Rainbow for Girls and 
Order of Eastern Star 
and was a valued mem-
ber of her church. She 
was very creative and 
painted storefront win-
dows when she was 
young, which led to cre-
ating works of art on fi ne 
china.

Dolly’s greatest joy in 
life was her family. She 
cherished her daughters 
and adored her grand-
children, always going 
out of her way to make 
each moment with them 
special. Whether it was 
during the holidays when 
she taught her grandchil-
dren to make cheesecake 
or sharing her unique 
recipes for pineapple 
fluff and green beans, 
made just the right way, 
Dolly’s love and wisdom 
were passed down with 
every dish she prepared. 
She also had a special 
bond with her cat, 
Ramses, whose quiet 
companionship was a 

comfort and joy to her.
Dolly was a woman of 

great style, known for 
her love of hats, scarves 
and jewelry that refl ected 
her vibrant personality 
and eye for beauty — a 
carryover from her days 
as a model and beauty 
pageant contestant. She 
had an effortless ele-
gance and a way of mak-
ing even the smallest 
moments feel special, 
from the way she dressed 
to the joy she brought to 
everything she did.

Her brilliance was evi-
dent in many ways. Dolly 
had an inquisitive mind 
and infectious curiosity 
about the world. She 
loved playing games, 
whether cards, board 
games or any other fun 
competition that brought 
family and friends 
together. Her sharp wit 
and quick thinking made 
every game she played 
an enjoyable challenge 
and she was always up 
for a good laugh, no mat-
ter the outcome.

Dol ly ’ s  k indness 
extended far beyond her 
family. She was a caring 
and giving member of 
her community, always 
ready to lend a hand to 
those in need. A true bea-
con of Harper Woods, 
she started the beautifi -
cation committee and 
contributed countless 
hours of time volunteer-
ing. She enjoyed garden-
ing and cultivating a 
variety of plants and 
flowers. She made an 
impact on countless lives 
through her generosity 
and warmth; her legacy 
will live on in the many 
hearts she touched.

Dolly’s passing leaves 
a deep hole in many 
hearts, but her love, 
strength and wisdom will 
remain with her loved 
ones forever. She will be 
deeply missed.

Dolly was the devoted 
wife of the late Lyle T.; 
dearest  mother of 
Cynthia Russette (the 
late Brian), Sandra 
Gordley (the late Kevin) 
and Nancy Giles (the late 
David Borsa); cherished 
grandmother of Andrew 
R u s s e t t e ,  A m y 
Stonebreaker, the late 
Jeffrey Russette, David 
Gordley (Monica), Diana 
Cusic (Robert), Brian 

( S o r a y a ) ,  B r i d g e t 
Plantrich (Craig) and the 
late Colin Borsa; adored 
great-grandmother of 
Brent, Lauren, Aubrey, 
Claire, Cas, Lyric, Aidan, 
Ariel, Archer and Aspen; 
and dear sister of 
T h o m a s  S a m u e l 
Marsden and the late 
Cather ine  “Cathy” 
Williamson. She also will 
be remembered by many 
cousins, nieces, nephews 
and dear friends.

A celebration of Dolly’s 
life will be held at 2 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 1, at 
G r o s s e  P o i n t e 
Congregational Church, 
240 Chalfonte, Grosse 
Pointe Farms. The family 
will begin receiving visi-
tors at 1 p.m. In lieu of 
fl owers, memorial con-
tributions may be made 
to  Grosse  Po in te 
Congregational Church, 
gpcong.org/donate/. 

Share memories with 
the family at faulmann
walsh.com.

William Henry 
Messner

W i l l i a m  H e n r y 
Messner, 87, passed 
a w a y  p e a c e f u l l y 
Saturday, Jan. 25, 2025, 
in West Bloomfi eld.

Born New Year’s Eve 
1937, in Rocky River, 
Ohio, to Wilford Henry 
Messner and Marian 
Cochran Messner, the 
family moved to Grosse 
Pointe when Bill was 
very young. He lived 
there more than 70 
years before settling in 
West Bloomfield. He 
graduated from Grosse 
Pointe High School and 
then matriculated to the 
Detroit Institute of 
Technology (to become 
a “DITiot”) before serv-
ing in the U.S. Air Force 
as an airman fi rst class 
dur ing  the  Cuban 
Missile Crisis of 1962.

Bill was affectionately 
known as  “Bugs ,” 
because he had a birth-
mark on his face. The 
b lemish eventual ly 
faded, but the name 
stuck and throughout 
his life people would 
yell across the way, 
“Hey, Bugsy, get over 
here!” Bugs loved base-
ball more than anything 
and thrived on the base-

ball diamond for many 
years. While his body 
wore out a bit as a fi rst 
baseman, his passion 
for the game marched 
on .  Whenever  h is 
beloved Detroit Tigers 
were on TV, one could 
be sure Bugs was there, 
taking it all in.

B i l l  w o u l d  s a y , 
though, that coaching 
his two boys in Little 
League over the years 
was the highlight of his 
baseball career. With 
his steady stewardship 
and moderately talented 
squads, he won a Little 
League championship 
and competed each year 
of his helmsmanship. 
His experience and 
focus on fundamentals 
was legendary and 
many benefi ted from his 
passion for the game.

He was a gifted sales-
man for many years 
with household names 
such as Hallmark cards, 
Lenox candles and 
Williamson-Dickie, of 
the apparel company, 
Dickies. He was the 
consummate salesman 
who owners and buyers 
looked forward to see-
ing and working with 
because he didn’t push 
his merchandise on peo-
ple. His soft approach of 
explaining the benefi ts 
of his wares was years 
ahead of the industry. 
He never spoke ill of his 
competitors and always 
took the high ground 
when asked his opinion 
of the competition.

Bill is survived by his 
wife, Marilyn Fiori 
Messner, with whom he 
shared a blissful mar-
riage of more than 60 
years. They had two 
sons, Billy Messner 
(Michele)  and Jay 
Messner (Shariese), 
with whom he remained 
close. He also was a 
cherished “Papa Bill” to 
f ive grandchi ldren, 
Bryce ,  Mackenz ie , 
Lauren, Armani and 
Peyton, and one great-
grandson, Crew. Bill 
was predeceased by his 
parents; and his older 
brother, Terry Messner, 
of Port Orange, Fla. He 
also is survived by his 
older brother, Lynn 
Messner of Miami, and 
will be missed by many 
nieces, nephews, cous-

ins and friends.
At Bill’s request, there 

will be no funeral. 
Memorial donations 
may be made to the 
Grosse Pointe Woods 
Shores Little League, 
902 Woods Lane, Grosse 
Pointe  Woods,  MI 
48236.

Angeline Rooks
A n g e l i n e  ( n e e 

Lamerato) Rooks, 92, of 
Grosse Pointe Farms, 
passed away Tuesday, 
Jan. 21, 2025, following 
a brief illness. 

Born July 1, 1932, 
during the depression in 
Hamtramck, she was 
the sixth of 10 children 
born to Italian immi-
grants Salvatore and 
Vi t tor ia  Lamerato . 
Being a middle child in 
that large of a brood 
could have led to a life 
of  anonymity ,  but 
Angeline bucked the 
trends at every turn. If 
there was an opportu-
nity to shine, she was up 
for the challenge. Her 
greatest passions were 
family, art, travel, read-
ing, cooking and foot-
ball.

Following university, 
she taught kindergar-
ten, fi rst, third and sixth 
g r a d e  a t  S a l i n a 
Elementary School and, 
later, Lowrey Middle 
S c h o o l ,  b o t h  i n 
Dearborn. In many 
cases she became more 
than just a teacher to 
her students and often 
found herself teaching 
siblings and multiple 
generations of the same 
family. Many of her for-
mer students remained 
close friends to her 
throughout her life, vis-
iting regularly.

In 1961 she married 
Arthur Rooks, with 
whom she enjoyed an 
amazing life full of art, 
travel, celebrations and 
love. They became par-
ents to Helen and Rina, 
and later, she became 
the grandmother of 
C h r i s t o p h e r  a n d 
Melissa. Angie was a 
loving, supportive and 
positive aunt and great-
aunt who developed 
interests that connected 
her to her nieces, neph-
ews, grand-nieces and 

grand-nephews.
Angeline is survived 

by her daughters, Helen 
and Rina; granddaugh-
ter, Melissa; sisters, 
Rose,  Victoria and 
Janet; nieces, Vittoria, 
Amelia, Kathy, Maria, 
Anita and Lisa; nephew, 
Mark; grand-nieces, 
Alyssa, Maddy and 
Brianna; and grand-
n e p h e w s ,  F r a n k , 
Christopher, Nicholas, 
Joseph, Andrew, Tadej 
and Cole.

Services took place at 
Chas. Verheyden, Inc, 
in Grosse Pointe Park. 
A funeral Mass took 
place at  St .  Lucy 
Catholic Church in St. 
Clair Shores. Share a 
memory at verheyden.
org.

Frances R. 
DeClerck

Frances R. DeClerck, 
96, of St. Clair Shores, 
p a s s e d  a w a y 
Wednesday, Jan. 15, 
2025.

Frances was born 
Nov.  22,  1928,  in 
Detroit, to Charles and 
Mary Stuart. As an avid 
music lover, her distinc-
tive voice encouraged 
her to pursue voice les-
sons as a young woman. 
Frances loved musicals. 
The world was warmed 
daily by her beautiful 
and strong voice. Her 
musical idols were Julie 
Andrews and Barbara 
Streisand. She partici-
pated in various com-
munity musicals, church 
services and, memora-
bly, at her children’s 
school playing the part 
of Mother Abbess in the 
school’s rendition of 
“The Sound of Music,” 
among other roles.  

Frances cared for her 
six children and gave 
them all that was gra-
cious and loyal within 
her. After her husband, 
Frank, passed away in 
1979, her caring nature 
and love for children led 
her to work in child-
care.  

She was predeceased 
by her husband, Frank 
Sr; daughter, Patricia 
Calderone; and grand-
son, Matthew DeClerck. 
She is survived by her 
daughter, Dianne; sons, 
Gary (Denise), Frank 
(Mary), Mark (Clay 
Vandenbussche) and 
David (Julie); seven 
grandchildren; and two 
great-grandchildren.

A private service was 
held. Memorial dona-
tions may be made to St. 
J u d e  C h i l d r e n ’ s 
Research Hospital, bit.
ly/47PrHTz, or the 
A m e r i c a n  H e a r t 
Associat ion,  b i t . ly /
4jr9tNR. 

OBITS:
Continued from page 4B
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to 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 6, 
presented in partnership with 
The Family Center.

◆ Watercolor Painting, 10 to 
11 a.m. Wednesday, Feb. 12, 
with instructor Linda Boyle. 
Cost is $25 for members, $30 
for guests.

◆ Valentine’s Day Lunch, 
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday, 
Feb. 13. Cost is $25 for mem-
bers, $30 for guests. 

Ford House
The Edsel & Eleanor Ford 

House, 1100 Lakeshore, 

Grosse Pointe Shores, offers 
the following programs:

◆ Head Over Heels Guided 
Tour, 1 p.m. Tuesdays 
through Sundays in February. 
Admission costs vary.

◆ Storytime: “Crocodiles 
Need Kisses Too,” 10:30 a.m. 
Tuesdays in February.

◆  D r o p - I n  S t u d i o : 
Valentine’s Day, 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 8. All 
ages are welcome to create a 
take-home craft.

◆ Cabaret Over the Cove: 
Valentine’s Dinner & Live 
Performance, 7 p.m. Friday, 
Feb. 14. Ticket prices vary.

◆ Trivia Night, 6 p.m. 
Thursdays, Feb. 20 and March 

13. 
For tickets and information, 

visit fordhouse.org.

GPAA
The Grosse Pointe Artists 

Association offers a variety of 
classes at its studio, located at 
The War Memorial,  32 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms. To register for the fol-
lowing, visit grossepointeart-
center.org.

◆  Incising Marks in 
Encaustic with Candace Law, 
10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 15.

◆ Your Old Mansion lec-
ture: New Lessons from Old 
Masters, 2 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 

16.
◆ Landscapes in the Style 

of Pierre-Auguste Renoir, 
with Donald Cronkhite, 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Thursdays, Feb. 
20 and 27, and March 6.

◆ Dyeing with Indigo and 
Other Natural Dyes with Ann 
Jacob, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 22.

Adaptive yoga
Yoga Moves Any Body, in 

partnership with the Kirk 
Gibson Foundation, hosts 
Adaptive Chair Yoga classes 
at 11:30 a.m. Mondays at Full 
Lotus Yoga, 20365 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe  Woods. 
Adaptive yoga benefi ts those 

with multiple sclerosis, 
Parkinson’s disease, stroke 
and other neuromuscular 
conditions. Cost is $12 per 
drop-in class or fi ve classes 
for $50 in advance. Visit full
lotusyoga.net.

Toastmasters
Northeastern Toastmasters 

meets in person at Wayne 
County Community College 
District’s Mary Ellen Stempfl e 
University Center, 19305 
Vernier, Harper Woods, as 
well as on Zoom, at 7 p.m. the 
second and fourth Monday of 
each month. Call (313) 720-
8444 for the link and pass-
word.

EVENTS:
Continued from page 2B

ily now boards 11 horses 
and owns three of their 
own — an off-the-track 
thoroughbred, a quarter 
horse and a miniature 
pony — as well as eight 
chickens and four barn 
cats.

“The chickens are my 
favorite,” Zielinski said. “ 
… We were paying $600 
a month to keep my 
daughter’s horses at a 
barn near our house, so 
for a few dollars more, I 
can just own the place. 
I’ve got 28 acres instead 
of a third of an acre.” 

His new community is 
not unlike the Grosse 
Pointes. 

“It’s a small world up 
there,” Zielinski said. “It’s 
like here, but everyone 
lives further apart from 
each other.”

RETIRE:
Continued from page 3B

FILE PHOTO BY LAUREL KRAUS

Frank Zielinski’s wife, Rita, and daughter, Fiona, pin his lieutenant badge dur-
ing the promotion ceremony in April 2024.

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Lt. Frank Zielinski’s daughter, Fiona, watches 
her mom, Rita, read his fi nal radio call in dis-
patch. Fiona then read the last couple sentences 
congratulating her dad on a job well done. The fi -
nal radio call is a ceremonial way of recognizing 
an offi cer’s dedicated service and marking their 
retirement. 

For the second time, Grosse Pointe Park resident 
Jonathan Clarke, 11, donated his hair to Maggie’s 
Wigs 4 Kids of Michigan. Both times he trusted 
Elizabeth Preston at Bloom Salon in Grosse Pointe 
Woods to do the job.

“I think he was 9 the fi rst time he grew it out to 
donate,” said his mother, Teresa Kalinka. “This 
time, he felt ready for a haircut when we got back 
from (Australia) this summer, but when he went for 

the appointment, realized he needed to grow it a bit 
longer, so he decided to hold out and keep growing 
it until now.”

The Pierce Middle School student donated his hair 
in honor of Katy Wereley, the owner of Mini 
Picassos.

“She’s fi ghting really aggressive breast cancer 
right now and it’s been a tough journey for her,” 
Kalinka said.

Hair today, gone tomorrow

PHOTOS COURTESY OF TERESA KALINKA

A neatly shorn Jonathan Clarke is all smiles after 
Elizabeth Preston cut and styled his hair. The pair 
hold the braids that were cut for donation.Front and back views of Jonathan Clarke’s hair, pre-donation.

The work of artist 
Emad Tammo is on dis-
play through Friday, Feb. 
7, at Posterity Gallery, 
17005 Kercheval, City of 
Grosse Pointe. 

Each piece in the exhi-
bition, “Expressions on 
Canvas,” tells a unique 
story, inviting viewers to 
explore the emotions and 
inspirations behind the 
artist’s brush strokes. 

Born in Iraq in 1970, 
Tammo took interest in 
art from a young age and 
grew up up drawing and 
painting. Throughout his 
art career, he was fea-
tured in various maga-
zines and newspapers for 
his work, many of which 
were caricature draw-
ings. While he has spent 

most of his life drawing 
and painting, he also 
taught art and had many 

students who continue to 
follow his work and guid-
ance.

‘Expressions on Canvas’

Grosse Pointe Sunrise Rotary Club 
President Sandra Cobb stands 
with Sara Delgado, principal of 
Grosse Pointe North High School, 
during the club’s Jan. 14 meeting at 
Ford House. Delgado previously 
served the same role at Kerby 
Elementary School. A Grosse Pointe 
Woods resident, she and her husband 
have three children, each of whom at-
tend Grosse Pointe Public Schools. 
Delgado shared with attendees high-
lights of growing up in Pennsylvania 
and her career in education. She 
stressed the importance of relation-
ships and connections in her new 
role. Grosse Pointe Sunrise Rotary 
Club members extend an open invita-
tion to residents to join their Tuesday 
breakfast and presentations at 7 a.m. 
at Ford House in Grosse Pointe 
Shores. For more information, email 
dennis.rotary1591@gmail.com.

Get to know new principal

PHOTO COURTESY OF ROBERT GRAMBO



The American Pickers 
are excited to return to 
Michigan to film epi-
sodes of The History 
Channel hit television 
series throughout the 
area this March.

“American Pickers” is 
a documentary series 
that explores the world 
of antique “picking.” The 
hit show follows skilled 
pickers in the business, 
as  they hunt  for 
America’s most valuable 

antiques. They get 
excited to find histori-
cally signifi cant or rare 
items, in addition to 
unforgettable characters 
and their collections.

As they hit the back 
roads from coast to 
coast, the Pickers are on 
a mission to recycle and 
rescue forgotten relics. 
Along the way, they want 
to meet characters with 
amazing stories and fun 
items. They hope to give 

historically 
s ign i f i cant 
objects a new 
lease on life 
while learn-
ing a thing or 
two about 
A m e r i c a ’ s 
past along 
the way. 

T h e y ’ v e 
seen a lot of 
rusty gold 
o v e r  t h e 
years  and 
always look 
to discover 
s o m e t h i n g 
they’ve never 
seen before. 
T h e y  a r e 
ready to fi nd 
e x t r a o r d i -
nary items 
and hear fas-
cinating tales 
about them.
The TV show 

is looking for 

leads and would love to 
explore hidden trea-
sures. Those who have a 
unique item, story to tell 
and are ready to sell are 
encouraged to reach out; 
however, the Pickers DO 
NOT pick stores, flea 
markets, malls, auction 
businesses, museums or 
anything open to the 
public. If interested, send 
name, phone number, 
location and description 
of the collection, with 
photos, to: american
pickers@cinefl ix.com or 
call (646) 493-2184.
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GROSSE POINTE ANIMAL ADOPTION SOCIETY
Animals Available for 
Adoption at gpaas.org
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
313-884-1551 OR www.gpaas.org

Ca ll to a rra nge aCa ll to a rra nge a
Meet a nd Gre etMeet a nd Gre et

 MeetMeetJOHNNIEOHNNIE

 MeetMeet

JER EMIAHER EMIAH
Male, 3 years old,Male, 3 years old,

Shihtzu, Black, 8 lbs.Shihtzu, Black, 8 lbs.

20542 Harper
(Lennon and Harper)

(313) 884-1551
www.gpaas.org

 Male, 1.5 years old, Male, 1.5 years old,
Shorthair, Orange, Tabby.Shorthair, Orange, Tabby.

Subscribing
is easy. 

Call 313.343.5578
or visit

grossepointenews.com
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Weight loss injectables 
have been making head-
lines in the papers and 
across social media the 
past couple of years, but 
how much do we really 
know about them?  

Ozempic, Wegovy, 
Mounjaro and Zepbound 
are the injectables that 
have recently gained 
popularity. What’s the 
difference between 
them? Are they all the 
same? Ozempic and 
Wegovy are different 
brand names for the 
same injectable, sema-
glutide, while Mounjaro 
and Zepbound are differ-
ent brand names for the 
same injectable, tirzepa-
tide.  Ozempic and 
Mounjaro were approved 
for management of Type 
2 diabetes while their 
counterparts, Wegovy 
and Zepbound, are 
approved for weight 
management for patients 
with a BMI greater than 
30.  

These injectables are 
adminis tered  once 
weekly and work by 
increasing satiety and 
slowing the transit of 
food in your intestines. 
You will ultimately feel 
full quicker and stay full 
for a longer period of 
time. While the inject-
ables originally were 
meant to be used for 
adults, given the rise in 
pediatric obesity they can 
be used for pediatric 
patients age 12 and older 
with a qualifying BMI. 
Contraindications for 
these injectables include 
a personal history of pan-
creatitis or personal/fam-
ily history of medullary 
thyroid cancer or multi-
ple endocrine neoplasia 

2A or 2B. The injectables 
also are contraindicated 
during pregnancy.  

Weight loss injectables 
do not come without the 
risk of side effects. The 
side effect  profi le 
includes, but is not lim-
ited to, increased heart 
rate, nausea, gastropare-
sis, pancreatitis, acute 
kidney injury, gallstones, 
hypoglycemia/low sugar 
and possible small bowel 
obstruction. There has 
not been enough research 
done yet to know what 
possible long-term side 
effects these injectables 
may have on the body. 
Additionally, there is not 
enough research yet to 
know how long patients 
should be on these inject-
ables. The current prac-
tice in medicine is to 
titrate the dose every 
four weeks to the most 
effective dose for a 
patient to lose weight 
and, once the patient’s 
goal weight is reached, 
begin working toward 
discontinuing the inject-
able. This also is time for 
patients to work on diet 
and exercise lifestyle 
modifi cations to help pre-
vent weight gain post dis-
continuation of the 
injectable.  

As these injectables 
continue to gain popular-
ity, insurance approval 
has been increasingly dif-
f icul t  for  obesi ty . 

Obtaining the actual 
medication also has been 
increasingly difficult 
given many of them are 
on national backorder. 
Despite these obstacles, 
the injectables continue 
to rise in popularity and 
we continue to learn 
more about them as a 
community. They are 
making a huge impact on 
the way we can tackle the 
disease of obesity and the 
Type 2 diabetes it can 
cause. 

Dr. Arshpreet Saraan 
practices family medicine 
at Corewell Health East-
Grosse Pointe. Her inter-
ests include community 
medicine, psychiatry, 
behavioral medicine and 
social disparities in 
healthcare. For more 
information, visit core
wellhealth.org.

The Family Center pro-
vides free programs and 
resources that help build 
happier, healthier fami-
lies. Learn more at family
centerhelps.org.

Weight loss injectables

‘American Pickers’ to fi lm in Michigan

A S K  T H E  E X P E R T S  By Dr. Arshpreet Saraan

“American 
Pickers” fea-
tures, from left, 
Jon Szalay, 
Robbie Wolfe, 
Danielle Colby 
and Mike 
Wolfe.

COURTESY 
PHOTOS

“American Pickers” host Mike 
Wolfe.
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313-886-5051
www.fi kany.com



Health, wealth and hap-
piness: three things most 
people strive for in one 
way or another. We will 
circle back to these words 
later. 

In 1983, a well-known 
London bartender by the 
name of Dick Bradsell was 
asked by a patron at his 
place of work, Soho 
Brasserie, to make her a 

drink that would keep her 
awake and ensure she 
would have a “fun eve-
ning.” Up for the chal-
lenge, Bradsell combined 
vodka, freshly brewed 

espresso, coffee liqueur 
and simple (sugar) syrup, 
creating a now-iconic 
cocktail, known then as a 
vodka espresso and 
decades later, the espresso 
martini. 

The history behind this 
cocktail states it became 
popular in the late 1980s to 
early 1990s. Bradsell origi-
nally served it in a martini 
glass simply because it was 
the quickest glass to grab 
other than a rocks glass, 
which is notably more mas-
culine. This played a role in 
its evolving name as well, 
even though there was no 
gin or vermouth involved. 
It had its second resur-
gence in the mid-2000s 
when craft cocktails were 
becoming more popular.

In 2024, the No. 1 song 
on pop charts was 
“Espresso” by Sabrina 
Carpenter and the espresso 
martini was the most-
poured cocktail of the year. 
Maybe a coincidence, but if 
I’m being honest, my circle 
of girlfriends and I defi -
nitely contributed to those 
pours, especially over the 
holidays!

One thing I quickly 
learned was that every bar-
tender makes them slightly 
different.  Around town, 
we have many locations 
that offer this beauty on 
their cocktail menus. Some 
places, it’s even their sig-
nature drink, most com-
monly enjoyed in its classic 
form: vodka, Kahlúa (cof-
fee liqueur) and espresso, 
with a frothy foam top 
called crema, which is 
made two different ways. 
For a creamier version, it’s 
a process of combining 
heavy cream and butter-
milk. Alternatively, forcing 
hot water through coffee/

espresso beans at a high 
force emulsifi es the oils in 
the beans, creating airy 
bubbles that create the 
frothier version. Finally, 
it’s topped with three cof-
fee bean accents and 
served as an after-dinner 
drink. 

Seasonal variations 
also became popular, 
from pumpkin and cinna-
mon espresso martinis in 
the fall — shoutout to 
Zef’s Dockside on the 
Nautical Mile and Old 
Pony Martini Bar in The 
Village — to a cannoli-
flavored espresso martini 
over holiday season — 
I ’m looking at  you, 
Pastaio in The Village.

On the same block, Shift 
Kitchen & Cocktails’ ver-
sion looks as amazing as it 
tastes.

Fly Leaf on The Hill pre-
pares its signature spe-
cialty with its very own 
brewed espresso, while 
Pendy’s on Mack Avenue 
has a creamy consistency 

that perfectly balances the 
liquor and bitterness of the 
espresso.

The Brine in Grosse 
Pointe Park has a different 
version of its “dessert cock-
tail” that patrons rave about: 
rye whiskey, espresso 
liqueur, Averna, Frangelico 
and allspice dram. It’s defi -
nitely on my list! 

To its neighbors across 
the street at Cellar 313, I 
don’t know what your trick 
is, but yours has always

DEAR ANNIE: I value 
your advice and would 
like your opinion. I 
recently had hip replace-
ment surgery. I now have 
mobility issues and can-
not perform many tasks 
that I could in the past. I 
cannot walk now without 
a walker.

I had a friend who I 
thought was a close friend. 
We live about half a block 
from each other. In the 
past, when she had surgery 
and was recovering from 
cancer treatments, I took 
her to the hospital, pre-
pared meals and supported 
her. She’s a widow with no 

family here in town. After 
my recent surgery, she 
didn’t visit or call.

We have a mutual 
friend who had a birthday 
while I was recovering, 
and they went to lunch 
without inviting me. 
Before my surgery, I 
offered my friend a ride 
to church, but she 
declined, saying she liked 
to go early to have coffee. 
She didn’t offer me a ride. 
I had even taken her 
some fruit and vegetables 
shortly before my sur-
gery. She invited me in 
and mentioned she was 
about to go eat with 

friends. She only invited 
me then because I hap-
pened to be there, but I 
declined since I had gro-
ceries in the car.

She knew I was released 
and home from the hospi-
tal but only contacted me 
once. I would have 
enjoyed just visiting with 
her and having coffee. I 
can’t imagine why I 
haven’t heard from her.

When other friends have 
asked her how I’ve been 
doing since my surgery, 
she’s apparently claimed 
she didn’t realize I’d 
already had my procedure.

Later, when I was get-

ting out and going places 
again, a group of our 
friends went out to eat. 
She called afterward to 
ask if she could stop by. I 
told her I had a confl ict 
because I was hurt she 
hadn’t asked me to join 
them in the meal. Was I 
wrong to feel this way? —
Recovering and Forgotten

DEAR  RECOVERING:
It’s likely your friend 
doesn’t realize how her 
exclusions and actions, 
or in actions, rather, 
have built up to be so 
impactful. Either way, 
intentional or not, your 

feelings are valid. It’s 
hurtful when it feels like 
the balance that friend-
ship requires is uneven, 
especially when you are 
in a time of need. 

The next time you two 
have some one-on-one 
time together, share how 
much you’ve missed her 
and how her lack of pres-
ence during your recov-
ery has felt —  especially 
given the effort you’ve 

made to support her in 
the past. It might feel a 
little awkward at first, 
but communication and 
honesty are two of your 
best tools for getting 
your friendship back on 
track.

Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.
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GROSSE POINTEGROSSE POINTEGabbyGabby Pointing you in Pointing you in 

the right the right 

direction with direction with 

real-life advice!real-life advice!

Dear Gabby: I hate my 
job. Every day feels like 
a grind and I’m starting 
to dread going to work.

I feel stuck because I 
need the paycheck, but I 
don’t know what to do 
next and how to get out 
of this. What is the best 
way to move forward? 
— Trapped in the City 

Dear Trapped: First 
off, what exactly makes 
you hate your job? Is it 
the tasks, the industry, 
the environment or 
s o m e t h i n g  e l s e ? 
Pinpointing what’s caus-
ing the dread will help 
you fi gure out if this is 
fi xable.

While you are fi guring 
out what the problem is 
with your current job, 
sometimes it is very free-
ing and helpful for the 
mind to start planning 
your next move.

Update your resume, 
refresh your LinkedIn 
pro f i l e  and  s ta r t 
researching industries 
and jobs that get you 
excited. Do you need 
new or different skills? 
How about taking an 
online course or check-
ing out some books from 
the library?  

While you are work-
ing on clarifying the 
issues and preparing 
for a potential change, 

be careful not to trash 
talk your current job at 
work or on social 
media. Instead, confide 
in a trusted friend or 
family member about 
how you feel .  I t ’s 
healthy to get it out, but 
you don’t want it to bite 
you professional ly . 
Remember ,  i f  you 
decide to leave, you 
likely will want a good 
reference.

Finally, try taking a 
few small risks. If 
there’s something you 
always wanted to try, 
maybe now is a good 
time to dip your toes. 
Maybe it’s a freelance 
gig, starting a side hus-

tle doing something you 
love or exploring a totally 
new field. Sometimes 
doing these things can 
reignite your passion 
and give you hope.

Hating your job doesn’t 
have to be permanent. 
With a little strategy and 
some patience, you can 
survive the rough patch 
and set yourself up for a 
future you’ll look for-
ward to.

— Gabby

We love problem-solving 
and giving advice! Please 
send us your questions & 
problems to advice@
grossepointenews.com.

Dreading job and ready for a change 

Friend feels forgotten after surgery Dear Annie
by Annie Lane

Food Gossip
by Nina Taormina

Espresso martini, it’s still as popular as ever

See FOOD , page 5C
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This idea for healthy 
snacking is currently 
taking over the internet. 
So naturally, I had to try 
it out.

This is a healthy 
cross-cultural take on 
sushi! Prosciutto takes 
the place of nori and 
mozzarella, greens and 
tomatoes take over the 
filling. Who needs soy 
sauce when you can 
use balsamic glaze 
which can now be 
found in most grocery 
stores.

This recipe is quick to 
pull together and easy to 
make. I used peppery 
arugula, sun dried toma-
toes and creamy fresh 
mozzarella for the per-
fect “caprese salad” feel. 
Whole basil leaves are 
necessary for a bright, 
fresh and fragrant 
Italian bite.

There are so many 
ways you can fill these 
rolls. You could add 
roasted peppers, olives 
and pesto. You could 
a l s o  a d d  l e f t o v e r 
risotto on top of the 
prosciutto for more of 
a true take on sushi. 
But I’m keeping it light 
this week because I ate 
too  many  shotgun 
shells last week.

I recommend these 
rolls as a healthier com-
panion to the typical 
Super Bowl fare. The best 
part is that they keep will 
on the plate and don’t 
get soggy or wilted.

Cheers, Mombeau

Caprese Stuffed 
Prosciutto Rolls

(12-14 pieces)

12 slices prosciutto

2-3 big handfuls aru-
gula

8 oz fresh mozzarella, 
sliced into ½ inch strips

10-12 sun dried toma-
toes

12 basil leaves

2 tbsp olive oil

Coarse salt and pep-
per

Balsamic glaze for 
drizzling

Lay about a foot long 
piece of saran wrap on 
your work surface. 
Gently lay six pieces of 
p r o s c i u t t o  d o w n 
lengthwise, overlap-

ping by about 1 inch. 
Add a large handful of 
arugula down in the 
center. Sprinkle with a 
pinch of coarse salt 
and a few cracks of 
black pepper. Drizzle 
with 1 tablespoon of 
olive oil.

Next, lay half of the 
mozzarella strips over 
the arugula and then 
place half of  the toma-
toes and basil over top.

To fi nish, gently driz-
zle with the balsamic 
glaze from end to end.

To roll, lift up the 
bottom end of the saran 
wrap and begin to guide 
the prosciutto over 
itself, making sure it 
isn’t sticking to the 
plastic. Keep rolling 
and squeezing until you 
have a neat and tight 
log. Make sure you 
haven’t rolled the plas-
tic up into the center.

Cut into about 1 inch 
pieces while the plastic 
wrap is still wrapped 
around. This will ensure 
it doesn’t come apart. 
You can easily peel the 
plastic away once cut.

Drizzle extra bal-
samic glaze over top 
before serving. Repeat 
instructions for the sec-
ond roll.
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Fifty years ago, the 
most popular wine in this 
country was a fresh, fl ow-
ery white that was never 
intended to be aged and 
sold so fast that it was 
often out of stock long 
before a year was up.

It was made by a Napa 
Valley winery that eventu-
ally couldn’t supply the 
consumer demand and 
couldn’t increase produc-
tion because Napa had a 
limited supply of grapes.

The wine wasn’t a 
chardonnay, a sauvignon 
blanc or a pinot gris. It 
was made by Charles 
Krug Winery and it had 
roughly 2 percent residual 
sugar, so it was a bit 
sweet. 

The grape variety used 
to make this wine was 
chenin blanc and, despite 
its success, the grape vari-
ety from which it came 
really never became as 
popular as I imagined it 
might.

I suspect one reason 
for the decline in popular-
ity of chenin blanc here 
has more to do with the 
rapid success in the early 
1980s of cabernet sauvi-
gnon. As that grape 
became extremely popu-
lar, grapes that generated 
less income soon were 
torn out. Chenin blanc 
was one of the fi rst on the 
chopping block.

Chenin is a noble 
grape, one with a long and 
storied history in France’s 
Loire Valley, where it pro-
duces several different 
styles of white wines. 
Among the driest and 
most complex French ver-
sions is Savennieres, 
which is usually more 
expensive than others.

Vouvray wines, more 
reasonably priced, typi-
cally are slightly sweeter. 
Vouvray Sec refers to 
drier-styled wines. There 
are also excellent spar-
kling wines made in 

Vouvray, also from chenin 
blanc.

Then there are two of 
the  wor ld ’s  most 
acclaimed Loire dessert 
wines, Bonnezeaux and 
Quarts de Chaume. None 
of the above wines are 
likely to be found in super-
market wine aisles; even 
fi ne wine shops may not 
carry them.

But chenin blanc con-
tinues to grow in 
California — more than 
4,000 acres of it, roughly 
25 percent of the total 
acreage of the sauvignon 
blanc. 

Also, chenin blanc has 
long been a staple used 
for making quality table 
wines in South Africa. 
Very few of them are 
exported here, but the few 
that we see can be excel-
lent.

One reason the grape 
variety isn’t more widely 
planted is that its clusters 
of larger berries tend to be 
tight, without much space 
between berries. Because 
wind cannot dry out mois-
ture, the variety is prone 
to rot. Wineries and grow-
ers dislike that.

However, one great 
benefit is that chenin 
blanc can produce a lot of 
fruit per acre and, when 
properly farmed, it can 
make an absolutely 
delightful light white wine 

that has a great affi nity for 
patio sipping or accompa-
nying spicy Asian food. 

Two of the very best 
versions,  which are 
made in similar styles, 
include wines from 
Husch in Mendocino 
County and Dry Creek 
Vineyard of Sonoma, 
the latter  of  which 
typical ly  uses frui t 
grown in Clarksburg’s 
sandy so i l s  in  the 
Sacramento delta.

Both wines are slightly 
sweet, fi tting the historic 
California style, and both 
are reasonably priced and 
relatively widely avail-
able.

The basic aroma of a 
chenin blanc table wine is 
similar to honeydew 
melon with hints of freshly 
mown grass and kiwi 
fruit. Most are succulent, 
although some versions 
can also display a kind of 
minerally note.

Chenin blanc seems to 
be increasing in popular-
ity in the United States, 
and part of the reason is 
that the French versions 
are slightly more miner-
ally, making them better 
companions for food.

Wine of the Week:
2023 Joostenberg 

Chenin Blanc, South 
Africa ($16) — A delight-
ful example of how South 

Africa can make excellent 
Chenin Blancs, this 
melon- and pear-scented 
wine is creamy and soft in 
the fi nish, but it has good 
structure for pairing with 
Asian foods. It is best 
decanted for 30 minutes 
before serving. Imported 
by Skurnik Wines.

Dan Berger lives in 
S o n o m a  C o u n t y , 
California, where he 
publ i shes  “Vintage 
Experiences,” a weekly 
wine newsletter. Write to 
him at winenut@gmail.
com.
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Wine  Talk
by Dan Bergerby Dan Berger
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Chenin Blanc

Courtesy of Mombeau’s Table
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by Anna Lizer

For once, an install-
ment of We Tried It! that 
doesn’t involve using a 
credit card. It’s a miracle!

I heard about the 
Informed Delivery ser-
vice from the U.S. Postal 
Service from a coworker; 
she said she could see 
what mail she was get-
ting before it even got 
delivered. I had to try it.

Gone are the days of 
anxiously checking the 
mailbox at my house 
when I pull into the drive-
way after work. Now I 
can log in and peek 
online. Part of me thinks 

it’s a little sad to miss the 
excitement of a mailbox 
surprise, but the practi-
cal side of me appreci-
ates knowing a check got 
delivered or a gift I was 
expecting made it on 
time. It’s also nice taking 
a look when we are run-
ning late or on vacation.  

To get started all I had 
to do was go to usps.com/
manage/informed-deliv-
ery.htm. I created an 
account, verified my 
identity and had it set up 
in about two minutes. 
Now I can log in, use the 
app or check my email 

for mail and package 
updates.  

Another cool perk is 
you can now register 
your digital signature 
online. That means USPS 
will leave a package at 
your house even if there’s 
a signature required. If 
you’re like me, you miss 
the delivery person by 
two minutes and either 
have to go 20 miles to 
pick up your package or 
they come back two days 
later when you are gone 
again and you miss your 
package a second time. 
Now this is a feature I 

can get behind.
And if that wasn’t cool 

enough, you can also 
track your shipped pack-
ages in the same place as 
well. All of this will save 
me a lot of time trying to 
fi nd receipts and typing 
them into my phone 
browser to see where 
they are. The website 
lists several other 
perks of this free 
service, but noth-
ing that stood out 
to me like the fea-
tures listed here. 
Check it out! 

We are giving this 5 

out of 5 alligators. It 
works and can help make 
your life a little easier.

.

5 Out Of 5

We LOVE testing out 
new th ings !  Te l l  us 
about your favorite item 
or something you want 
us to try for you! Drop 
us a l ine at media@
grossepointenews.com.

. 

5 

5 Out Of 5

Italian sushiItalian sushi
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MOVIE REVIEW
“Kedi”

2016 - Not Rated
1 hr 30 min
★★★★★

To quote that great 
American wit Mark 
Twain, “There are cat 
people, and there’s 
everyone else.” I happen 
to share his sentiments 
— I’m an unabashed cat 
person, and have been 
all my life.

I know there are just as 
many dog folks out there, 
but one of my favorite 
observations about the 
difference between cats 
and dogs goes like this: A 
dog looks up at his or her 
caretaker and thinks, 
“Wow, this person gives 
me shelter, feeds me, 
pets me, (s)he must be 
God!” A cat looks up and 
thinks, “Wow, this per-
son gives me shelter, 

feeds me, pets me, I must 
be God!” 

With that sentiment in 
mind, I invite you to 
check out one of the fi n-
est documentaries about 
cats I’ve ever seen. I was 
lucky enough to catch it 
on the big screen when it 
was released. I noticed 
it’s now available on a 
couple of streaming ser-
vices and I think it’s 
every bit as enjoyable on 
a TV or computer screen. 
The award-winning fi lm 
is from Turkish born 
director Cedya Torun 
and is guaranteed to put 
a smile on your face.  

Kedi is the Turkish 
word for cat and that’s 
the focus of this highly 
entertaining fi lm. It tells 
the story of seven unique 
and unusual felines, 
residing in the ancient 
city of Istanbul.  Cats 
have been a part of the 

Turkish metropolis for 
thousands of years. They 
were originally brought 
to the city to help control 
the rat population and 
have been an integral 
part of the culture ever 
since. One gets the sense 
that this is their city, 
humans just happen to 
live there too. 

Early in the film we 
learn that very few cats are 
actually owned by the res-
idents. Most of them live 
on the streets and take 
shelter wherever they can 
fi nd it. But they become 
attached to individual 
humans, adopt them, and 
let them provide for them.

One aspect of the fi lm 
that makes it so engaging 
is the unique camerawork 
by the director’s husband 
Charlie Wuppermann and 
Alp Korfali. Most of the 
footage is from a cat’s eye 
view as the camera follows 

them around. Surprisingly, 
the cats aren’t bothered 
at all by the camera tail-
ing them. Apparently the 
great cinematography is 
the result of a cat-level 
action cam mounted on a 
remote-control toy car. 
Pure genius! 

The fi lm is divided into 
chapters, with one 
devoted to each of the 
seven furry beasts. As 
you’d expect, every ani-
mal has a unique person-
ality, which is revealed 
and discussed by the 
individual, or individuals 
who look after them. 
They range from the 
super friendly, to the 
aloof, to the psycho. All 
with the street smarts 
needed to survive.

The intimate camera-
work makes you want to 
reach out and pet these 
lovable creatures. At 
least two-thirds of the 
movie is devoted to foot-
age of our furry friends. 

We also meet some of 
the humans who are 
devoted to the well being 
of the cats. There’s a 
woman who admits to 
cooking over 20 pounds 
of chicken a day, to feed 
the cats in the neighbor-
hood. And there’s a gen-
tleman who tells us he 
had a nervous break-
down in 2002. In spite of 
therapy and medication, 
nothing seemed to help 

him. That is, until he 
began taking care of 
some local cats. He 
admits to owing his 
recovery to these won-
derful creatures. What a 
terrifi c testament to the 
healing powers of a pet. 

“Kedi” is just a wonder-
ful fi lm with a very posi-
tive message. It might 
even make a convert out 
of those dog people out 
there. The only negative 
aspect of the movie is 
near the end where resi-
dents discuss the chang-
ing nature of the city. 
Modern high-rise build-
ings are replacing whole 
neighborhoods. The con-
cern is that this new con-
struction will drive away 
the cats that have called 
the area home for thou-
sands of years. Hopefully, 
they’ll be accommodated 
and will continue to be 
welcome there. 

The fi lm is in Turkish 
with English subtitles. 

Currently streaming 
on Kanopy (free with 
your library card) and 
YouTube Premium. And 
to rent on Apple TV and 
Amazon Prime. 

The film is not rated 
but I’d give it a PG. Purrr-
fect for the whole family! 

If you’d like to see 
more cat fi lms, be sure to 
check out the three vol-
umes of the “Cat Film 
Festival” for free on Tubi. 

My rating system:

★ A real stinker. A 
movie that is so bad,
you’re embarrassed to 
admit you’ve seen it, 
but you have to rate it 
nonetheless. 

★★ So-so. Not a total 
waste of time, but you 
would have been better 
off reading a good 
book. 

★★★ Pretty good. In
fact, if there weren’t any 
other movies in your 
queue, you might watch 
it again.

★★★★ One you’d
recommend to friends.

★★★★★ So good
you’d actually go out and 
buy it! 

If you have any sugges-
tions, feel free to email me at: 
dominmark@yahoo.com. 

Also, if you’re look-
ing for more recom-
mendations, be sure to 
check out my blog: 
m o v i e j u n k i e m a r k .
blogspot.com.

Kittens, kittens and more kittens.

Bengü the cat with an old friend. Bengü the lover gets a combing.

Squaring off.

by Mark Domin
“Life is too short to watch mediocre movies”“Life is too short to watch mediocre movies”

Movie Junkie Mark

They all have personalities, just like people. Kittens. Resting quietly.

Bengü the lover. Deniz the social butterfl y. Duman the gentleman. Gamsiz the player. Sari the hustler. Psikopat the psycho.

                                                                                                                                              PHOTOS COURTESY OF TERMITE FILMS

Aslan Parcasi the Hunter gets a rubdown from a friendly neighbor. One of 
seven cats featured in the 2016 movie “Kedi,” directed by Ceyda Torun.
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Contract BridgeContract Bridge
A SURE-TO-WIN POSITION

The finesse is a play that permits 
you to win a trick with a card lower 
than one held by an opponent. Under 
normal circumstances, a finesse has 
only an even chance of success. This 
probability is, of course, not to be 
sneezed at, but if an alternative play is 
available that offers better than a 50% 
chance, that play should be preferred 
to the finesse.

Consider this deal where West led 
the king of clubs against six spades. 

Superficially, the slam seemed to 
depend on a successful heart finesse, 
so declarer, after ruffing the club 
lead and drawing a round of trump, 
unwisely led a heart to the queen, los-
ing to the king. He later lost another 
heart trick to go down one.

Actually, South had the slam in the 
bag from the word “go.” West’s king-
of-clubs lead marked him with the 
ace as well, and this should have put 
declarer on the right track. Instead 
of pinning his hopes on the location 
of the king of hearts, South should 
have considered an entirely different 
approach that would have obviat-
ed the uncertainty associated with a 
finesse.

With the proper preparatory steps, 
South could have forced West to solve 
his problem for him. After ruffing the 
opening club lead and drawing trump, 
declarer cashes three diamonds, dis-
carding the ten of clubs from dum-
my. He then crosses to dummy with 
a trump, leads the queen of clubs and 
discards the six of hearts on it.

West wins with the ace but is help-
less. He must either lead a heart or 
yield a ruff-and-discard, so the heart 
finesse never enters the picture. By 
seeking an alternative to the finesse, 
declarer turns a 50% chance into a 
100% certainty.

©2025 King Features Syndicate Inc.

by Steve Becker

Moon Alert: Caution! 
Avoid shopping or impor-
tant decisions from 6 
a.m. to 6:15 p.m. EST 
today (3 a.m. to 3:15 p.m. 
PST). After that, the 
Moon moves from 
Aquarius into Pisces.

Happy Birthday for 
Thursday, January 30, 
2025: You are a natural 
leader. Because you’re 
intuitive, persuasive 
and empathetic, people 
rely on your guidance. 
This is a year of work, 
focus and construction, 
both externally and inter-
nally. Stay grounded and 
levelheaded. Physical 
exercise will play an 
important role for you.. 

ARIES
(March 21-April 19)
It’s easy to feel warm-

hearted when dealing 
with friends and mem-
bers of groups and 
organizations today, 
which will  promote 
your people ski l ls . 
Therefore, if you need 
someone to help or 
you’re looking for a vol-
unteer, today is the day 
to make your pitch. 
Tonight: Enjoy solitude.

TAURUS
You will make a great 

impression on others 
today, especially people 
in authority — parents, 
bosses, teachers, VIPs 
a n d  t h e  p o l i c e . 
Therefore, if you want 
assistance or you want a 
volunteer, ask for it. 
Discussions with others 
will be positive and 
ambitious.  Tonight: 
Warm friendships.

GEMINI
(May 21-June 20)

Big ideas excite you 
today! These ideas could 
pertain to an exciting 
trip that you’re planning, 
or exploring opportuni-
ties in publishing and 
the media, or expanding 
avenues in medicine and 
the law. Your enthusi-
asm will open doors for 
you today. Trust your 
good fortune! Tonight: 
You’re noticed!

CANCER
(June 21-July 22)

Relations with others 
are warm and friendly 
today. This will include 
romantic, intimate rela-
tionships, which will be 
affectionate and loving. 
You can also benefi t from 
the resources of others 
today. For example, you 
might want to borrow 
money or ask for some-
thing. Tonight: Explore!

LEO
(July 23-Aug. 22)

Relations with close 
friends, partners and 
spouses are warm and 
rewarding today. Enjoy 
outings with others. 
You might be intro-
duced to someone who 
is optimistic and enthu-
siastic. Whatever hap-
pens today will favor 
you! Tonight: Check 
your finances and bills.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

This is a productive day, 
so do get out of bed. Make 
an ambitious to-do list. 
You will get a lot done. 
Work-related travel is 
likely for some of you. Be 
prepared to cooperate and 
accommodate others. 
Look for a win-win solu-
tion; you will get it. 
Tonight: Cooperate.

LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

This is another day 
where you might play 
hooky. (I cannot tell a lie.) 
This is a great day to 
socialize and enjoy sports 
events, fun activities with 
kids, entertaining diver-
sions, the arts and a vaca-
tion. It will also be 
rewarding to help someone 
or be of service to them. 
Tonight: Get organized.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

All your dealings with 
family members, especially 
parents, will be positive 
today. In fact, family discus-
sions might include ambi-
tious plans, because people 
are optimistic and ready to 
think big today. It’s a good 

day to tackle home repairs. 
Romance will be sweet and 
rewarding. Tonight: 
Socialize!

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

Today is a wonderful 
illustration of how the 
power of positive think-
ing can empower you to 
talk to others, share 
ideas and make ambi-
tious plans. It’s a great 
day for short trips and 
visits to siblings, rela-
tives and neighbors. 
Romance will be affec-
t i o n a t e !  T o n i g h t : 
Cocoon!

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

All aspects of business 
and fi nance are favored 
for your sign today, 
which is why this is a 
great day to negotiate 
with others. Look for 
ways to boost your 
income. Ask for a raise. 
Make money on the side. 
Make an effort to get a 
better job or improve 
your exist ing job. 
Tonight: Discussions.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

This is a positive day, 
which is why you’re fi lled 
with good feelings, peace 
and harmony when deal-
ing with others. Even 
though you’re enthusias-
tic and optimistic, you 
might want to kick back 
and relax. Tonight: 
Check your money.

PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20)

This is a feel-good day, 
and you’re grateful to be 
you. Later in the day, the 
Moon is in your sign, 
which gives you a slight 
advantage over everyone 
else. If there’s something 
you want, ask for it. Timing 
is everything, and this eve-
ning the time is right. 
Tonight: You win!

BORN TODAY
Actress Olivia Colman 

(1974), actor Christian 
Bale (1974), actor Gene 
Hackman (1930).

Weekly HoroscopesWeekly HoroscopesWeekly Horoscopes
Royal StarsRoyal StarsRoyal Stars
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FOOD:
Continued from page 3C

Take advantage of all the 
Grosse Pointe News has to offer:

Subscribe at (313) 882-6900
grossepointenews.com/subscribe

Kid Scoop
What’s your
   FAVORITE PART?

Send us a photo of you with your completed favorite part of our weekly 
KID SCOOP section in the comics — and you’ll be entered to win a 
$25 gift card to CHOCOLATE BAR CAFE in our monthly contest.

JUST EMAIL us at media@grossepointenews.com with your photo, name, 
city and a brief reason why you like KID SCOOP. Your photo may be used 
in our next promotional ad. The deadline is FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2025.

CONTEST!

“My favorite 
activity is the 
word searches. 
I’m really good 
at them and 
I enjoy doing 
them.”

    — Jonathan           
        Grosse Pointe   
        Farms

been one of my faves.
 Ferlito’s on Mack in the Woods serves its 
“a bit tiramisu like,” according to a recent 
patron’s review on GP Eats & Treats: 
“Frothy, creamy, boozy, cocoa sprinkled 
on top” and made with Michigan’s own 
Valentine Vodka. You have my attention! 
And, new to the neighborhood, High 
Pointe Burger Jointe on Fisher fondly 
calls its version the Mack Avenue 
Express, featuring vodka, espresso, Tia 
Maria and Kahlúa. Keep your eyes open 
for more on this new hot spot in Food 
Gossip’s future. 

Over in Saint Clair Shores, I’ve enjoyed 
a few while socializing with friends at 
Pepperoni Grille. Gaudino’s on Harper 
wins for presentation all the way, with 
the addition of a sweetly rimmed glass. It 
is very tasty as well.

Not to mention, sitting at the Gaudino’s 
bar, watching the magic happen in the 
kitchen is an experience in itself. Check 
it out if you haven’t already. I defi nitely 
will be back soon.

I am well aware there are so many 
more out there I have not mentioned or 
tried … yet. Rest assured, I am coming for 
you and I’m bringing friends.

Remember the bartender who created 
this cocktail and served it to a woman 
who wanted to have a fun night? This 
drink packs a punch. As they say at 

Telly’s on Martini Wednesdays, “Because 
adulting is hard, but coffee and cocktails 
together makes it easier!” Cheers and 
remember to always drink responsibly.

Fun fact: The three coffee beans often 
seen fl oating atop the crema of this amaz-
ing cocktail are said to symbolize health, 
wealth and happiness. I’m not sure about 
the health and the wealth, but they defi -
nitely make people happy.

Stay tuned. Stay hungry.  

                                                                  COURTESY PHOTO

Gaudino’s.

                                                                   COURTESY PHOTO

High Pointe Burger Jointe.

                                                                   COURTESY PHOTO

Shift Kitchen & Cocktails.
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Garfield                                                                       Jim Davis
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Beetle Bailey                                          Greg, Brian, Neal and Mort Walker

Flying McCoys           Glenn McCoyZiggy                          Tom Wilson

Wizard of Id       Created by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart. Currently by Mason Mastroianni

Andy Capp                                                                 Reg Smythe 

© 2025 by Andrews McMeel Syndication 1/23 Solution

Complete the
grid so every row,
column and 3 x 3
box contains
every digit from
1 to 9 inclusively.

Previous puzzle
solution

U N I V E R S A L
Sudoku Puzzle

1/30

Blondie                                                                     Chris and Dean Young
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Family Circus                                        Bill and Jeff Keane

“Read faster, Mommy. I can’t stay
awake much longer.”

©2025 Bill Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

Universal Crossword

© 2025 by Andrews McMeel Universal
www.upuzzles.com

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER

Edited by David Steinberg January 30, 2025

1/23 Solution

Do Your Part by Zhouqin Burnikel1/30

ACROSS
1 Debit 

alternative
5 Primary 

impact
10 Shot in the 

dark
14 Spitballs or 

snowballs
15 Debate topic
16 2023 US 

Open 
champion 
Gauff

17 ET?
20 NBC sketch 

show, 
familiarly

21 Electric 
ukulele 
hookup

22 Sault ___ 
Marie, 
Michigan

23 Troupe for 
troops: Abbr.

24 Disney girl 
who adopted 
a blue alien 
named Stitch

26 “King of Soul” 
Redding

28 AD?
35 Fatty tuna, 

on a sashimi 
platter

36 Prominent 
part of an 
anteater

37
“dynamic”

38 Like a 
spoken 

39 King, in 
French

40 Manicure 
target

41 Convened
42 Song that 

might only 
be known by 
superfans

46 “Kenan and 
___” (Nickel-
odeon show)

47 Spiritual glow
48 Door opener
50 AL?
53 Catches 

word of
55 Aunt, in 

Spanish
56 Reluctant
59 Fashion 

magazine 
whose name 
sounds like a 
letter

60 Sausage units
62 Cookie used 

to make dirt 
cake

63 Some beers
64 Comedy 

show host
65 “Gotta 

bounce!”
66 With 

68-Across, 
AS?

67 Birds in a V 
formation

68 See 
66-Across

DOWN
1 Uber 

alternatives
2 “You can say 

that again!”
3 Have a 

sneaking 
suspicion

4 Like phaal 
curry or pad 
kee mao

5 Whom some 
adoptees 
search for, 
informally

6
invite, say

7 Employ
8 Sisters who 

might have 
old habits

9 Give a whirl
10 Poli-___ 

major
11 Grilled 

soy-based 
entree

12 Makes a 
scene?

13 ___-chic 
(fashion style)

18 Healthy
19 Crumbly 

cheese
25 Highly 

revered 

27 Country of 
origin for 
Persian cats

28 Chemistry 
particle

29
center

30 As it happens
31

home
32 Off-the-cuff 

opinions
33 Great Lake 

known for 
its walleye 
population

34 Toss, as dice
42 Union 

payments
43 Segment of 

history
44 Granite State 

sch.
45 Work hard
47 Not moving
49 Ornamental 

pin
50 Black Friday 

events
51 Starting from
52 “Beavis and 

Butt-Head” 
spinoff

53 Get better
54 “Yellowjack-

ets” actress 
Purnell

57 Color akin 
to cyan

58
60 Segment of a 

relay race
61

you?”

1/30

Popeye                                                                    Bud Sagendorf

and
il Ci
Puzzles

Over The Hedge                                              Michael Fry and T. Lewis

F Minus                                                                             Tony Carrilo

DOWN
1 Uber 

alternatives
2 “You can say 

that again!”
3 Have a 

sneaking 
suspicion

4 Like phaal 
curry or pad 
kee mao

5 Whom some 
adoptees 
search for, 
informally

6
invite, say

7 Employ
8 Sisters who 

might have 
old habits
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Reality Check          Dave Whamond Bizarro             Dan Piraro and Wayno

Hagar The Horrible                                      Dik Browne and Chris Browne

Wumo                                                Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler 

B.C.                                                     Johnny Hart and Mason Mastroianni 

Peanuts                                                                                                                                            Charles M. Schulz

Carpe Diem                                                            Niklas Eriksson

The Lockhorns                 Bill Hoest, Bunny Hoest and John Reiner

Hank Ketchum, Scott Ketchum,

Comics

Crankshaft                                                           Tom Batiuk and Dan Davis

Crock                                                      Created by Bill Rechin and Brant Parker 

Marmaduke                                    Paul & Brad Anderson

Mother Goose and Grim                                              Mike Peters

“when we say ’THE GOOD OLD DAYS,’

we mean like yesterday or last week!”

Close To Home                                    John McPherson

Dennis the Menace               Ron Ferdinand and Marcus Hamilton
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“You see cute.  I see recharging for the 
next round of mischief.”

“now can i get something for the

frostbite from your stethoscope?”
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Standards Link: Students 
correctly identify the differences 

between fact and opinion.

Find three facts and 
three opinions in the 

newspaper. Have three 
friends take turns 
deciding which 

statements are facts 
and which are 

opinions. Each correct 
answer earns 1 point.

Fact Finder

Take a Survey

Reporter’s Notes

A survey is a way to 
gather opinions about 
something.

Ask your friends and 
family members which 
of these veggies they 
like best. Complete the 
graph by coloring in a 
square each time 
someone selects that 
vegetable. Share your 
findings with everyone 
who took the survey.

Roscoe Rabbit is a new reporter at the Treetop 
Tribune. He made a list of facts about the big 
storm in his reporter’s notebook, but is he 
correct? Circle the FACTS in green crayon. 
Underline the OPINIONS in red crayon.

CARROTS POTATOES TOMATOES CELERY BROCCOLI GREEN BEANS

etop 
big 

e 

An overnight snowstorm is big news in Deersprings Valley. 
Scarlett Squirrel and her team of reporters at The Treetop 
Tribune have to separate FACT from OPINION to tell the 

story. And they need some help from YOU to do so!

WHO:

WHAT:

WHERE:

WHEN:

WHY:

Just the Facts
Scarlett knows how important it is 
to include as many facts as possible 

in a news story. These facts give 
readers more understanding of 

what happened and why.

Look at this article about the storm. 
Does it tell WHO, WHAT, WHEN, 

WHERE and WHY?

© 2025 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 41, No. 9

Write a sentence or short 
paragraph that tells the who, 
what, where and when about 

news at your school.

What’s Your 
Scoop?

The word proven means 
something that has been 

shown to be true or correct.

PROVEN

Try to use the word proven 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

In our courts, people are 
considered innocent until 

proven guilty.

This week’s word:

Deliver the Treetop Tribune to 
Oswald Owl’s home.

Read one article in the newspaper. Write 
your opinion about the article. Can you use 
two or more facts to support your opinion? 
Send your opinion to the newspaper editor.
Standards Link: Language arts: Write to express an opinion.

Opinion, Please

p
w

ANSWER: Because the cloud will 
just storm out on you.

With hundreds of topics, every 
Kid Scoop  printable activity pack 
features six-to-seven pages of 
high-interest extra learning 
activities for home and 
school! Get your free 
sample today at:

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.

M
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N

I

O
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A
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F
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R
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R

T

W

J

L

I

E

C

R

N

M

S

I

Y

F

Y

I

V

V

T

E

S

N

O

W

W

M

O

W

E

L

B

D

J

T

R

E

E
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R
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P

BLEW
BREAK
FACTS
FRIGID
ICE
LOW
OPINION
SEEK
SNOW
STORM
TREE
VALLEY
WIND
WINTER
WOLF

Replace the missing words to complete 
the article below.

Missing Words

Early in the ___________ 

every February 2, attention 

turns to Gobbler’s Knob, 

Pennsylvania, and a 

groundhog __________ 

Punxsutawney Phil.

Legend states that if Phil sees 

his shadow when coming out 

of his _____________, it 

means he predicts six more 

weeks of wintery 

_____________. But if he 

doesn’t see his shadow, it 

means Phil predicts an early 

spring, according to the 

legend.

It’s a big ________ that began 

in the late 1800s and gets lots 

of ________________ in the 

news. Phil’s predictions are 

not always ______________. 

But that’s okay, because it’s 

all in the spirit of fun.

A group of people called the 

“Inner Circle” dress up in 

long black coats and top hats 

for the big Groundhog Day 

announcement of Phil’s 

prediction. The president of 

the Inner Circle is said to 

speak groundhogese and is 

the only one who can 

___________ what Phil says.

A FACT is something that can be 
proven true. An OPINION is how 
someone feels about something.

A FACT is something that can beT
proven true. AnOPINION is how N
someone feels about something.

Your Neighborhood
It’s what’s most important to you, to your 

kids, to your family. It’s easy to stay on top 
of what is happening around you with the Subscribing is easy. 

Call 313.343.5578
or visit grossepointenews.com

$4 50 Annual subscription, 
delivered weekly with 
24/7 online access

01
30

25
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Your next move
starts here.

I know real estate.

When the season 
began nearly two months 
ago, the Grosse Pointe 
North varsity boys bas-
ketball team had hopes 
this winter would bring a 
new level of success for 
the program. Those 
hopes were largely cen-
tered on the performance 
of an experienced group 
of veteran leaders and so 
far things have been 
playing out almost 
e x a c t l y  l i k e  t h e 
Norsemen wanted. 

North is 10-4 this sea-
son and 4-1 in MAC Blue 
Division play. The 
Norsemen have been 
particularly on the rise 
since the calendar 
fl ipped to 2025, winning 
fi ve of their six games so 
far through January, 
including a 56-36 blow-
out win over Warren 
Cousino in their last 
game Thursday, Jan. 23.

“We’ve been talking all 
year about being consis-
tent and coming to prac-
tice working super hard 
every single day,” North 
boys basketball head 
coach Rob Johnson said. 

“... The message this 
week and for the rest of 
the season is to take it up 
another notch. We’re 
playing pretty good bas-
ketball right now, but I 
think we can take it to 
another level.”

Senior Ben Rickerman 
led the team with 11 
points in last Thursday’s 
win. Fellow senior 
Dequan Howell and 
s o p h o m o r e  L e w i s 
Simmons had 10 points 
each. 

Multiple players scor-
ing double-digit points 
has become a trend for 
the Norsemen this sea-
son. There are guys like 
Howell, Rickerman, Leo 
Perettie, R.J. Williams or 
Devin Headd who are 

capable of having big 
nights on the stat sheet 
at any given time, but 
there rarely is just one 
player carrying the entire 
team offensively.

“It makes us hard to 
defend,” Johnson said. 

“... We knew we had a lot 
of guys who could con-
tribute and they had to 
be willing to sacrifi ce for 
each other. … We never 
know whose night it’s 
going to be and it could 
be several different guys’ 
night on any given game. 
… It’s hard to defend 
when we’re sharing the 
ball and you don’t know 
whose night it’s going to 
be.”

Sharing the ball is easy 
for a group that has been 
together as long as 
North’s core has. The 
Norsemen have nine 
seniors on this year’s 
roster and the hope 
entering the winter was 
that this would be the 
season where this pro-
gram took a big leap due 
to strong veteran leader-
ship.

“They make my job a 
lot easier,” Johnson said. 
“They’re all great kids. … 
The fact that they’re all 
good  f r iends  and 
embrace each other and 
celebrate each other, 
they truly just want to 
share the ball and make 
winning plays.”

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

North boys basketball surging through 
January on quest for MAC title

PHOTOS BY COLIN SMITH

Left, Senior Ben Rickerman scored 11 points for North in a win over Warren Cousino on Thursday, Jan. 
23. Right, Guard Devin Headd is one of nine seniors on North’s roster that makes up the experienced core 
leading the team this season.

See NORTH, page 3D

A certain amount of 
pressure and expecta-
tion always comes with 
entering a season as a 
defending champion. 
There can be even more 
when one comes into a 
season as a two-time 
first-team All-State 
player, just like Grosse 
Pointe South varsity 
girls hockey goalie 
Rosie Smith. 

Smith is widely 
known as one of, if not 
the best, goalies in the 
state for girls’ hockey. As 
a sophomore in 2023 and 
a junior in 2024, she was 
named Division 1 first-
team All-State by the 
Michigan Girls High 
School Hockey League 
and she likely will earn 
the honors again at the 
end of this season. 

Smith’s shutout perfor-
mance in last year’s 
Division 1 state champi-
onship game helped pro-
pel the Blue Devils to a 
title. Now, as her senior 
season is playing out, 
Smith knows her team is 
capable of successfully 
defending its state title 
this winter, even though 

things look a 
bit different.

“ A t  t h e 
beginning, 
we were kind 
o f  o f f 
because it 
was not the 
t e a m  w e 
were return-
ing with,” 
Smith said. 
“We had I 
think about 
five fresh-
men, so just 
getting them 
to under-

stand us and our ways of 
working was hard. 
Halfway through, I think 
we’ve gotten into a good 
groove. … Getting to 
know the girls on our 
team has a big impact on 
us playing well together 
and we’re all friends and 
can give constructive 
criticism to each other 
without feeling bad 
because you know it’s all 
from the heart.”

Smith has started 17 
games in net and 
recorded seven shutouts 
so far this season, allow-
ing an average of just 
1.05 goals per game. The 
numbers speak for them-
selves when it comes to 

how dominant Smith is 
between the pipes, but 
she knows there is always 
room to grow. One aspect 
of her game in particular 
was a major focus of her 
training ahead of the sea-
son.

“I was working with 
my coach mostly on 
breakaways because last 
season, earlier in the 
year, we ended up losing 
to Liggett in a shootout,” 

she said. “... We’ve been 
working on breakaways 
and how to track those in 
case we ever have to go 
down into a shootout and 
working on those really 
hard goals and practicing 
harder spots.”

Having a stalwart in 
net is a key to success for 
any great hockey team 
and South recognizes 
how important Smith is. 
Last year and this sea-

son, she has been named 
one of the Blue Devils’ 
captains and is continu-
ing to grow her leader-
ship with every game. 

“She’s come in as a 
senior captain so much 
more mature than the 
last two years,” South 
girls hockey head coach 
Lexi Bohlinger said. “...
It’s such a blessing to 

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

South’s Smith continues to showcase 
skills as one of state’s best goalies

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK 

PHOTO BY LEON HALIP

Smith makes a save for the Blue Devils in the team’s 3-0 win over Mid-
Michigan Alliance on Friday, Jan. 24.

ATH ETE

Rosie SmithRosie Smith
School: Grosse Pointe South
Sport: Hockey

Sponsored by Pointe Capital Management

Sensational Smith
•  Named Division 1 First-Team All-State in 

2022-23 and 2023-24 seasons

•  Recorded 7 shutouts and allowing 1.05 goals 
per game this season 

•  Named senior captain for South varsity 
girls hockey

See ATHLETE, page 2D
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With the calendar 
about  to  turn  to 
February, there are only 
a few weeks left in the 
girls varsity hockey reg-
ular season before teams 
turn their focus to the 
playoffs. The teams from 
Grosse Pointe North, 
Grosse Pointe South and 
Univers i ty  L igge t t 
School all were in action 
last week trying to add 
more wins and boost 
their places in the stand-
ings as they prepare for 
the fi nal stretch of the 
regular season.

Grosse Pointe North
The Norsemen took 

the ice twice last week 
and picked up a pair of 
wins. The first came 
Wednesday, Jan. 22, 
when North hosted 
Walled Lake and earned 
a 2-1 victory thanks to 
goals by Josie Cueter 
and Kate Kasuba. 

“It’s a very good expe-
rience for the girls to get 
used to close games 
prior to playoffs,” North 
girls hockey coach 
Taylor Shaheen said. 
“You have to fight 
through the last buzzer 
in the third period. No 
letting up.”

North went on the 
road Friday, Jan. 24, to 

face Troy United. The 
Norsemen came up with 
another victory, with an 
offensive explosion car-
rying the team to an 11-3 
win. 

Kasuba, Leah Burney 
and Amelia Moreland 
had two goals each. 
Caroline Murray, Paige 
Thomas, Cueter, Ava 
Villani and Paige Martin 
also scored for the 
Norsemen. 

Cueter has been one of 
the biggest contributors 
to North’s success so far 
this season and cur-
rently leads all players 
in the state with 64 
points in just 18 games. 
However, some of the 
most impressive perfor-
mances have come from 
North’s other veteran 
leaders. 

Burney’s 34 points 
currently put her at sixth 
in the state. Other veter-
ans like Martin and 
Kasuba also have made 
their presence felt in 
what the Norsemen 
believe is becoming a 
well-rounded group of 
top contributors. 

“(Cueter) and Leah 
Burney have been work-
ing great together, just 
as Josie played well with 
Leah’s older sister, 
Alyssa, who graduated 
in 2024,” Shaheen said. 
“Our line made up of 
Paige Martin, Kate 

Kasuba and Ava Villani 
are really meshing well 
and love playing with 
each other. They are 
learning how to instinc-
tively know where one 
another is on the ice and 
how to cycle. They are a 
force to be reckoned 
with.”

North takes the ice 
again Saturday, Feb. 1, 
and will celebrate senior 
night against Livonia 
United. Puck drop is set 
for 4:30 p.m. at East Side 
Foundation Hockey 
Arena. 

Grosse Pointe South
The Blue Devils also 

earned a pair of wins in 
their couple of games 
last week. Wednesday, 
Jan. 22, South went on 
the road to face Ann 
Arbor Skyline-Huron 
and dominated its way 
to an 8-0 win. 

The scoring was 
widely spread out for 
South in the big win. 
Abby Evans scored 
twice, while Gianna 
Bufalino, Sophia Husek, 
Bella Peruski, Charlie 
Harr, Ruby Lenhard and 
Molly Reynolds all found 
the back of the net as 
well. 

The momentum car-
ried over into South’s 
next game when the 
team returned home 
Friday, Jan. 24, to host 

Mid-Michigan Alliance. 
It was another shutout 
for senior goalie Rosie 
Smith as the Blue Devils 
won 3-0 to mark a third 
consecutive victory. 
Reynolds scored twice 
and Tinley Gram added 
the other goal for South. 

South faced off against 
the St. Clair Shores 
S a i n t s  1 9 U  t e a m 
Wednesday, Jan. 29, 
after press time. The 
Blue Devils are at home 
to host Ann Arbor 

Pioneer Friday, Jan. 31, 
starting at 7:30 p.m.

University Liggett
The Knights traveled 

up north last weekend 
for a pair of games 
against Traverse City. 
Both games were low-
scoring affairs as Liggett 
came away with a loss 
and a tie. 

The first game in 
Traverse City Friday, 
Jan. 24, ended up a 1-0 
loss for Liggett. The sec-

ond game Saturday, Jan. 
25, was another tight 
and low-scoring affair 
that fi nished as a 1-1 tie, 
with Stella Smiatacz 
scoring the lone goal for 
the Knights. 

Liggett went on the 
road to face Ann Arbor 
Skyline-Huron after 
press time Tuesday, Jan. 
28. The team returns 
home to McCann Ice 
Arena Thursday, Jan. 
30, hosting Orchard 
Lake St. Mary’s at 8 p.m.

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Girls hockey teams look 
for wins as playoffs get closer

PHOTO BY LEON HALIP

South’s Sophia Husek reaches far for the puck in the Blue Devils’ game against 
Mid-Michigan Alliance on Friday, Jan. 24.

have a really skilled goal-
tender for as long as 
we’ve been able to have 
her.”

What makes it unique 
for Smith being a captain 
as a goalie is she is 
always in the same spot 
for most of the game. 
This can make communi-
cation with her team-
mates, coaches and 
fellow captains diffi cult 
at times, but Smith has 
been able to adapt and 
still make her leadership 
felt.

“I feel like I see the ice 
very well and understand 
some things that they 
don’t with positioning 
and everything,” Smith 
said. “When we go to 
breaks between periods, 
I’ll say something that I 

notice or pick up to the 
defense and sometimes 
r e l a y  i n f o r m a t i o n 
through them to bring 
back to the bench. It’s 
very different from being 
a normal captain, sitting 
on the bench and giving 
feedback 24/7. … If I 
need someone to come 
up to me, someone will 
come and I can say some-
thing and it works out.”

It has worked out 
pretty well for South as 
the team has a 15-2-1 
record so far this season. 
The Blue Devils also have 
won three straight games 
with three straight shut-
outs for Smith, defeating 
Cranbrook-Kingswood 
8-0 Jan. 18, Ann Arbor 
Skyline-Huron 8-0 Jan. 
22, and Mid-Michigan 
Alliance 3-0 Jan. 24. 

There are some games 
during which Smith does 
not have to face many 

shots to record a shutout 
or a win. That is why her 
main goal, especially as 
the playoffs begin to 
loom closer, is to remain 
focused at all times. She 
knows she can stop any-
thing she faces, but wants 
to make sure she can 
always see what is com-
ing her way.

“I want to stay focused 
always, because we are 
one of the higher teams, 
so when we play games 
against lower-ranked 
teams, I don’t get as 
much action but need to 
stay focused,” she said. 
“… Every time before a 
game, everyone says one 
team goal and one per-
sonal goal, and my goal is 
always to stop all the 
shots, but it’s deeper than 
that because it’s about 
staying mentally focused 
and ready for anything 
that comes.”

ATHLETE:
Continued from page 1D
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Smith was named First-Team All-State in Division 1 at the end of both her 
sophomore and junior seasons for South girls hockey.

With a few weeks 
remaining in the regular 
season before playoffs, 
the boys hockey teams 
from Grosse Pointe 
South, Grosse Pointe 
North and University 
Liggett School have been 
gearing up for the fi nal 
stretch and some of the 
season’s biggest games. 
Last week’s action 
included some of those 
big games and saw 
mixed results among the 
teams, with some fi nding 
wins and others ending 
up on the losing end of 
the scoreboard.

Grosse Pointe South

Last weekend, the 
Blue Devils seemed to 
take a step toward fi n-
ishing the season strong. 
Saturday, Jan. 25, South 
hosted Allen Park and 
earned a much-needed 
6-2 win over the Jaguars. 

Jack O’Keefe helped 
the Blue Devils jump to 
an early lead with a pair 
of goals in the first 
period. Charlie Winkler 
and Cole Zaccagni also 
added to the scoreboard 
for South in the opening 
frame. Lucas Reynolds 
and Will Gryzenia both 
found the back of the net 
later in the game to help 
the Blue Devils seal the 
win. 

The win brought 
South’s record this sea-

son to 5-14 with just six 
games remaining in the 
regular season. Next up 
for the Blue Devils is a 
pair of games in the 2025 
MIHL Showcase. 

The first game sees 
South taking on Detroit 
Country Day at 3 p.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 30. The 
team retakes the ice at 
6:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 
1,  against Jackson 
Lumen Christi. Both 
games will be hosted at 
the Kennedy Recreation 
Center in Trenton. 

University Liggett
The Knights took a trip 

to the Upper Peninsula 
last weekend for a pair 
of games against some 
of Northern Michigan’s 

best. While the trip 
surely created plenty of 
memories for Liggett’s 
coaches and players, the 
Knights left the U.P. with 
a pair of losses. 

T h e  f i r s t  g a m e 
Saturday, Jan. 25, saw 
Ligget t  taking on 
Calumet at the historic 
Calumet Colosseum. 
Despite a hat trick by 
Griffi n Marchal, Liggett 
was unable to overcome 
the Copper Kings in a 
6-3 loss. 

Liggett then traveled 
to another historic arena 
Sunday, Jan. 26, taking 
on  the  Houghton 
G r e m l i n s  a t  D e e 
Stadium. The Knights 
once again came up 
short against a strong 

northern opponent, los-
ing to the Gremlins 5-2. 

The team looks to 
bounce back in a pair of 
games this week at the 
2025 MIHL Showcase. 
Liggett faces off against 
Plymouth at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 30. The 

Knights then take on 
R iverv iew  Gabr ie l 
Richard on Saturday, 
Feb. 1, with puck drop at 
11:50 a.m. Both games 
will be held at the 
Kennedy Recreation 

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Boys hockey teams look to 
end regular season strong

See HOCKEY, page 3D

PHOTO COURTESY OF GROSSE POINTE NORTH BOYS HOCKEY

North’s Johnny Cueter holds up a puck celebrating 
his fi rst career hat trick after the Norsemen defeat-
ed Bishop Foley United on Friday, Jan. 24.
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NOTICE TO BIDDERS – LAKE FRONT PARK BUILDING 
RENOVATION – AEW PROJECT NUMBER 0160-0479. 

Clerk, 20025 Mack Plaza Dr., Grosse Pointe Woods, Michigan, 
until 2:00 p.m. on Wednesday, February 12, 2025, at which time 
and place the proposals will be publicly opened and read aloud. 
The project consists of the renovation and addition of the Lake 
Front Park maintenance building, HMA pavement removal, 
HMA placement, concrete pavement removal, concrete 
placement, installation of water and sanitary service along with 

must be obtained through BidNet Direct at www.bidnetdirect.
com. Plans will be available beginning Thursday, January 16, 
2025. An electronic, public viewing copy is available on the City 
of Grosse Pointe Woods website. Bids may be rejected unless 
made on the forms included with the bidding documents. The 
City reserves the right to reject any or all proposals, to waive 
any irregularities in the bidding and to accept any proposals it 
deems to be in the best interest of the City.

 Paul Antolin
 City Clerk
G.P.N.: 1/30/2025

Friday, Jan. 24, felt 
like a family reunion for 
Grosse Pointe North 
varsity girls basketball. 
Despite a 42-34 loss to 
Port Huron in that 
night’s game, the real 
highlight of the night 
came after the action 
wrapped up on the court 
when friends, family and 
former players gathered 
to celebrate longtime 
head coach Gary Bennett 
surpassing 700 career 
victories. 

Bennett, who achieved 
his 700th win Jan. 10, on 
the road against Romeo, 
was honored with a trib-
ute video including 
words from coaching 
colleagues as well as for-
mer players, their fami-
lies and his own family. 
North also made a com-
memorative banner for 
Bennett that will hang 
inside the school gym. 

“Seeing former play-
ers and watching what 
they had to say and talk-
ing to the people who 
were there was a very 

meaningful and memo-
rable occasion for me,” 
Bennett said. “I’ll say it 
again, they’re not really 
my wins. It’s a collective 
effort by the players and 
the parents and the 
assistant coaches and 
myself just trying to 
make the whole experi-
ence for the girls really 
positive. … I feel like 
I’ve been blessed with 
the people I’ve gotten to 
work with.”

The ceremony and cel-
ebration came after the 
Norsemen endured their 
fourth consecutive loss, 
falling to 5-7 so far this 
season. North trailed by 
10 points at halftime and 
by 12 points at the end 
of the third quarter, but 
were able to get the defi -
cit inside single digits 
before the end of the 
game. 

The team’s effort in 
the fourth quarter was 
encouraging to Bennett, 
who knows he has to 
practice some patience 
with a largely young and 
inexperienced group of 
players this season. The 
late-game effort and 

willingness to compete 
until the final buzzer 
showed Bennett that his 
players can practice 
what he preaches. 

“That’s the thing that 
we can control,” Bennett 
said. “We can’t control 
the talent level or 
whether the ball goes in 

or not. We can control 
how hard we compete 
and we kind of preach 
that over and over again. 
To see that happening is 

just awesome.”
Even while the team 

has lost four games in a 
row, Bennett and his 
coaching staff believe 
there are plenty of posi-
tives to look at from the 
way the Norsemen have 
s t e a d i l y  i m p r o v e d 
throughout the season. 
North is a young team 
with no seniors and only 
one junior on the roster, 
but the youth on the 
team is starting to grow 
in Bennett’s eyes. 

“I’m seeing them use 
their fundamentals more 
and more and it’s going 
to show up at some 
time,” he said. “Their 
shooting fundamentals 
have improved, the 
defense has improved 
and ball handling has 
improved. We’ve turned 
the ball over a lot, but 
that’s more poise and 
composure and we’re not 
quite there yet. … Our 
competitiveness with the 
younger kids is what’s 
improved the most.”

North went on the 
road to face Dakota 
Tuesday, Jan. 28, after 
p r e s s  t i m e .  T h e 
Norsemen are at home 
Thursday, Jan. 30, for a 
rivalry rematch against 
Grosse Pointe South 
starting at 7 p.m.

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Celebration for Bennett’s 700th win 
overshadows North girls hoops loss 

PHOTOS BY MIKE ADZIMA

North varsity girls basketball coach Gary Bennett, joined by current and former players, receives a 
commemorative banner to celebrate reaching the milestone of 700 career wins.

Left, Bennett watches a tribute video commemorating his 700 career wins joined by players, fellow coaches and family members, in-
cluding his father Larry and daughter Caitlin.
Right, North junior Eva Borowski scored 13 points for the Norsemen in last Friday’s loss to Port Huron.

PHOTO COURTESY OF UNIVERSITY LIGGETT BOYS HOCKEY

The University Liggett varsity boys hockey team stands outside the historic Dee Stadium in Houghton, 
where the team faced the Houghton Gremlins on Sunday, Jan. 26.

‘Seeing former players and watching what they had to say 
and talking to the people who were there was a very 
meaningful and memorable occasion for me.’
GARY BENNETT, GP NORTH VARSITY GIRLS BASKETBALL HEAD COACH 

Center in Trenton. 

Grosse Pointe North
The Norsemen had a 

busy week with a few 
games, but were able to 
add a couple of wins to 
their resume. Both of 
North’s wins last week 

came over the same 
opponent in a pair of 
games against Bishop 
F o l e y  U n i t e d  o n 
Wednesday, Jan. 22, and 
Friday, Jan. 24. 

Nor th  won  l as t 
Wednesday’s game by a 
score of 9-4 thanks to a 
couple of big perfor-
mances. Charlie Mueller 
and Brandon Shock car-
ried the offense for the 

Norsemen, with Mueller 
scoring four times and 
Shock tallying three 
goals in the win. Aidan 
Burney and Levi Olsey 
accounted for North’s 
other goals. 

The rematch between 
the two teams last Friday 
was a bit closer, but 
North remained victori-
ous 5-4. Johnny Cueter’s 
hat trick and Shock’s two 

goals helped propel the 
Norsemen to their sec-
ond straight win. 

North then hosted Port 
Huron Monday, Jan. 27, 
but suffered a 4-1 loss. 
The Norsemen take on 
t h e  M i d - M i c h i g a n 
Raptors Saturday, Feb. 1, 
and celebrate senior day 
at East Side Foundation 
Hockey Arena starting at 
6:30 p.m. 

HOCKEY:
Continued from page 2D

As North enters the 
fi nal month of the regu-
lar season with a good 
portion of its league 
schedule ahead, the team 
knows there is still work 
to  be  done .  The 
Norsemen currently sit 
in second place in the 
MAC Blue Division, one 
game behind Henry Ford 
II, to whom they lost a 
close 49-45 game back 
on Jan. 9. 

The two teams met 
again after press time 
Wednesday, Jan. 29, in a 
game that would have 
large implications at the 
top of the MAC Blue 
standings. The Norsemen 
know the stretch of the 
season they are about to 

endure is what can sepa-
rate them from the rest 
of the pack if they can 
remain tough.

“We don’t want to get 
comfortable,” Johnson 
said. “We’ve won our last 
couple of games by dou-
ble digits and gotten a lot 
of guys involved. At the 
same time, we don’t 
want to get comfortable 
and we can always 
improve our physicality. 
We’re going to really 
challenge them moving 
forward to be more phys-
ical and be more intense 
and continue to commu-
nicate and share the 
ball.”

North visited Henry 
Ford II Wednesday, Jan. 
29, after press time. The 
Norsemen return home 
to host Fraser at 7 p.m. 
Friday, Jan. 31.

NORTH:
Continued from page 1D
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Whether it’s games, meets or matches, high school winter sports in the Pointes 
are in full swing and the Grosse Pointe News is here to bring you all the varsity 
action. Some of the week’s biggest hits and highlights from include:

HITS& HIGHLIGHTS

BLUE DEVILS TO HOST
SOFTBALL CLINIC
The Grosse Pointe South softball program has an-
nounced that it will be holding a clinic for young soft-
ball players ahead of the spring season. The clinic will 
be held on Saturday, March 15, beginning at 9 a.m. in 
the Grosse Pointe South High School main gym and is 
open to all softball players from kindergarten through 
8th grade. 

The focus of the clinic will be on basic throwing and 
fi elding techniques as well as the fundamentals of hit-

ting. Cost of the clinic is $75 per player and can be paid by check or by Venmo. For 
more information on how to register, contact South varsity softball head coach Bill 
Fleming at gpsouthsoftball@gmail.com.

FOLLOW
GROSSE POINTE NEWS 
SPORTS

The Grosse Pointe News is proud to announce our new social 

media page completely dedicated to bringing you the best sports 

news and moments from around the Pointes. @GPNewssports on 

Instagram is where you will be able to fi nd instant updates from the 

biggest games and amazing highlights from athletes and teams at 

every level from youth sports to high school freshman, JV and 

varsity. 

Best of all, we want to highlight all of the moments that YOU share 

with us. Send your best sports photos and 

achievements to our DMs on Instagram or to 

our email, sports@grossepointenews.com, 

for your chance to be featured on our social 

media and even in the sports section of the 

Grosse Pointe News each week! 

Scan the QR code below to follow us!

BOYS
VARSITY BASKETBALL
The Grosse Pointe South varsity boys basketball team 
suff ered a pair of losses last week. The fi rst came on 
Tuesday, Jan. 21, with the Blue Devils hosting Dakota 
in a 62-55 loss. Kooper Richards led the team with 16 
points while Adam Czarnik had 14. 

South lost again on Thursday, Jan. 23, in another home game against Roseville 
that ended 64-55. Richards once again led the scoring with 18 points. Vince 
Vachon and Czarnik both reached double digits as well with 11 and 10 points, 
respectively. 

South hosted Port Huron on Wednesday, Jan. 29, after press time. The Blue Devils 
go on the road Friday, Jan. 31, to take on Chippewa Valley. 

University Liggett School boys basketball also lost twice last week. The Knights 
hosted Lutheran Northwest on Thursday, Jan. 23, and lost a close game 56-52. 
Liggett was in action again the next day on Friday, Jan. 24, losing to Everest 
Collegiate 58-46. 

The Knights hosted Cardinal Mooney on Tuesday, Jan. 28, after press time. They 
take the court again on Friday, Jan. 31, going on the road to face Bishop Foley.

GIRLS
VARSITY
BASKETBALL
University Liggett’s varsity 
girls basketball team 
earned a 34-16 win over 
Riverview Gabriel Richard 
on Monday, Jan. 27. Kerith 
Short led the team with 11 
points and Phalyn Walker 
scored nine. Liggett’s next 
contest is a road matchup 
against Everest Collegiate 
on Thursday, Jan. 30, at
7 p.m.

Grosse Pointe South varsity girls basketball lost twice last week. 
The fi rst loss was a 55-41 defeat against Dakota on Wednesday, 
Jan. 22. South then hosted Eisenhower on Friday, Jan. 24, losing 
73-36. The Blue Devils visited Port Huron after press time on 
Tuesday, Jan. 28. They are on the road again on Thursday, Jan. 
30, going across town to visit rival Grosse Pointe North. 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

DEADLINES
Please call for holiday deadline
dates and times, subject to change.

PRICING
Prepayment is required.
We accept credit cards, cash  
and check.

FREQUENCY DISCOUNTS
Given for multi-week scheduled
advertising, with prepayment or 
credit approval. Call for rates or for 
more information. Phone lines can 
be busy on Monday and Tuesday.
Please call early.

WORD ADS:
35 words for $25.00;
additional words are 30¢ each.
Abbreviations are not accepted.
BORDER ADS STARTING AT:
$26.00 per column inch

CLASSIFYING
AND CENSORSHIP
We reserve the right to classify
each ad under its appropriate 
heading. The publisher reserves
the right to edit or reject ad copy 
submitted for publication.

CORRECTIONS
AND ADJUSTMENTS
Responsibility for classified 
advertising errors is limited to either  
a cancellation of the charge or a  
re-run of the portion of the error. 
Notification must be given in time for  
the correction in the following issue. 
We assume no responsibility for the 
same after the first insertion.

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M.
CLASSIFIED WORD ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M. 

PHONE: 313-882-6900 EXT. 4 WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COMFAX: 313-882-1585

100 ANNOUNCEMENTS 111 GP MISCELLANY

121 GENERAL SERVICES

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

203 HELP WANTED
DENTAL / MEDICAL

300 SITUATIONS WANTED
BABYSITTERS

302 SITUATION WANTED
CONVALESCENT CARE

302 SITUATION WANTED
CONVALESCENT CARE

305 SITUATION WANTED
HOUSE CLEANING

305 SITUATION WANTED
HOUSE CLEANING

305 SITUATION WANTED
HOUSE CLEANING

312 SITUATION WANTED
ORGANIZING

Work For You

(313)882-6900 x4 (313)882-6900 ext. 4
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803 CONDOS / APTS / FLATS

RIVERHOUSE COOP
APPARTMENTS

Beautiful
1 bedroom,
1 bathroom
with view of

Belle Isle Bridge
and Detroit River.

Secured gated
community.

8900 E Jefferson
apartment #1109,

Detroit 48217,
$79,999.00.

Contact
Natoshia Anderson,
(248) 730-8162 for

appointment.

820 BUSINESS FOR SALE

FOR SALE:
C’s SPORTS CARDS,
COLLECTIBLES, AND

MEMORABILIA
Store in

Grosse Pointe, MI.
 $480,000

of merchandise
priced and entered

into inventory
system, plus

roughly $20,000 in
equipment,

computers, new
cards, unlisted

cards, etc.
 Sale Price: $85,000

or best offer–
go to

www.cccsports
cards.com
for more

information,
or call Jay at

(313)402-7166

700 APTS/FLATS/DUPLEX
POINTES/HARPER WOODS

GROSSE POINTE
CITY

Upper
Remodeled

1 bedroom flat.
$810 plus security.

Basement with
washer/ dryer,

garage. Includes
heat/ water.

Call Owner Tom
(586)463-2228

703 WANTED TO RENT
APT./FLAT/HOME

WANTED
1 bedroom first

floor apartment or
equivalent for

64 year old woman
who has no visitors.

Can pay up to 6
months in advance.

Please call my
friend Marc,

(313)521-5125
between 10:30 am
and Noon, Monday

through Friday.

706 HOUSES FOR RENT
DETROIT/WAYNE COUNTY

HOUSE FOR RENT
BERKSHIRE

3 bedrooms, 1 1/2
baths, clean, ready

to move in.
$1,200/month.plus

$600 security.
Section 8 available.

(586)636-6301

Property For Rent

406 ESTATE SALES

805 faces Essex

313 779 0193
www.marciawilkestatesales.com

This is a nice sale! We have a Queen Anne 
dining set with a china cabinet, leather sofa, 
two leather recliners, leather lift chair, lighted 
display cabinet, jewelry cabinet, new Nectar 
Hybrid twin bed, nice selection of oriental 
carpets, Polish pottery, books, electronics, 
albums, Tiffany style dragonfly lamp, Pewabic 
Pottery tiles, men’s clothes including sailing 
gear, camping, Scouts, aviation, Ariens 
Path Pro snowblower, Honda lawnmower, 
Schwinn, Raleigh, Sears Free Spirit and two 
TREK bikes, two rolling toolboxes one is 
a brand new Husky, Porter Cable pancake 
compressor, Black and Decker Firestorm 
router, Craftsman 10” radial arm saw, Ryobi 
mitre saw and stand, two folding ladders, 
pole saw tree trimmer, lots and lots more!

805 BALFOUR 
GROSSE POINTE PARK
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY

JANUARY 31 AND FEBRUARY 1
9:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.

013025

Street Numbers honored at 8:30 a.m. Friday
Check out marciawilkestatesales.com to see some 

featured items! We accept cash, checks, VISA, 
MasterCard, AMEX, Discover and Apple Pay

 

907 BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

 

 

  

 

 

313-886-8088

Masonary Restoration
 Chimneys - Porches
 Brick Walls - Steps

 Tuck Pointing - Patios

 
Basement

Waterproofing
313-886-8088

911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK

•Chimneys
•Porches
•Concrete

•Steps
•Stonework

•Tuckpointing
•Patios

•Fireplaces
•Brick Work
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

912 BUILDING / REMODELING

FIRST IMPRESSION
CONSTRUCTION

30 years experience
All trades

remodeling,
plumbing, electrical,

carpentry etc...
first floor laundry,
walk- in showers,
A.D.A. upgrades,

home offices,
assembly projects,

Honey Do Lists.
Licensed, Insured,

References.
Call/ text

(586)804-3708

KITCHEN & BATH
RENOVATIONS

Fast turnaround on
custom cabinetry

and built- ins.
Handyman services

available.
 Woods Building

David Kien
(313)882-8069

Licensed & Insured

912 BUILDING / REMODELING

SAFE STEP
North America's
#1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive

lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line
installation and

service.
Now featuring our

FREE shower
package and

$1,600 Off for a
limited time!
Call today!

Financing available.
Call Safe Step

1(855)861-4501

914 CARPENTRY

Wood Rot
Repair Specialists

Garage
Straightening
Deck Repairs

Crown Molding
Custom Wood

Projects
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

917 CARPET & TILE REMOVAL

www.cleanup
clearout.com
Residential/
Commercial

(313)886-3330
Grosse Pointe

Based Since 2007

927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

 Debris Removal
•Clean Outs

•Hauling
Unwanted Items

•Dumpsters
Available
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

DUMPSTERS
AVAILABLE

•Clean Outs
•Basement/

  Garage Clean Out
•Debris Removal

 (313)408-1166

www.cleanup
clearout.com

•Clutter •Debris
•Hoarding

•Estate Clean Outs
Medium, Large,
Extremely Large

Projects
5 to 30 Yard

Driveway Safe
Dumpsters
Available

(313)886-3330
Grosse Pointe

Based Since 2007

939 GENERAL SERVICES

GUTTER • WINDOW
CLEANING

Insured
Call Tom Micoli
(313)656-9402

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

DAVE's
TREE & SHRUB

SNOW REMOVAL
Tree Removal/

Trimming
Stump Grinding
Gutter Cleaning
FREE ESTIMATES
30% OFF WINTER

DISCOUNTS
SENIOR DISCOUNTS

* FIREWOOD *
AVAILABLE
25 Years

(586)216-0904

944 GUTTERS

Gutter
Replacement

& Repair
5 & 6 inch

Gutter Guards
Gutter Cleaning
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

ROYAL
 ENTERPRISE

•Gutter Cleaning &
Installation

•Interior Painting
Residential/
Commercial
Fully Insured

RAY
(313)218-2150

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
Temper Aluminum

Gutter Covers
Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

945 HANDYMAN

Based in
Grosse Pointe

Top Quality Work at
Reasonable Cost

Carpentry
Electrical
Plumbing

Windows/ Doors
SetUp and
Install…

Furniture TV’s
Cabinets
Drapery

Wall Hangings
Digital Based

Systems
30+ Years
Experience

Joe@GrossePointe
Handyman

Service.com
(313)856-2929

945 HANDYMAN

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Handyman Service
Electrical - Plumbing

Carpentry

HANDYMAN
specializing in

Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning,

Electrical
and miscellaneous

odd jobs.
Lifetime career

experience,
reference available.
Call Douglas Kehrer

at
(586)292-5971

KITCHEN & BATH
RENOVATIONS

Fast turnaround on
custom cabinetry

and built- ins.
Handyman services

available.
 Woods Building

David Kien
(313)882-8069

Licensed & Insured

We're your
"TO DO"

list handymen!
Let us help you with

any plumbing,
electrical,

carpentry and
much more.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
 (313)408-1166

947 HEATING & COOLING
REPAIR

 SPECIALIZING
IN SERVICE &

INSTALLATION:
•Furnace & Boilers
•Air Conditioning
•SDHV Spacepak

•Indoor Air Quality
•Ductless Mini

Splits
•Tankless Water

Heaters
(586)489-3884
www.mccarver

mech.com
FREE ESTIMATES!

948 INSULATION

A quiet home is a
relaxing home!

Blown in Cellulose
Insulation is

GREEN, cost and
energy efficient.

Red Baron
Enterprises, LLC

can insulate
your home.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

Residential
Commercial
INSULATION

 EXPERTS
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

FREE ESTIMATES
 Interior/Exterior
 Commercial &

Residential
 313.882.9234

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

INAUGURAL
SPECIAL

PAINT ONE ROOM
GET ONE FREE

•Painting
•Plaster Repair

•Carpentry
•Water Damage/

Emergency
•Maintenance/
Honey Do List
Grosse Pointe
South Alumni
3 Generations

Serving
Grosse Pointe Area

Since 1950
(313)880-9961

JOHN’S PAINTING
Interior/Exterior

Repairing:
Damaged plaster,
 drywall, cracks,

windows
puttying, caulking.
Fire/Water damage

 insurance work.
 All work

guaranteed
 G. P. References
 License/Insured
Free estimates
Senior Discount
(313)882-5038

Painting Services
Interior & Exterior

Floors
Drywall
Plaster

Restoration
Wood Finishing

+ Staining
+ much more!

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

957 PLUMBING
& INSTALLATION

Plumbing
Diagnosis

Installation
Repair

Hot Water Tanks
Snaking

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

957 PLUMBING
& INSTALLATION

SPECIALIZING
IN SERVICE &
INSTALLATION

•Standard Water
Heaters

•Tankless Water
Heaters

•Boiler Repair
(Steam &

Hot Water)
(586)489-3884
www.mccarver

mech.com
FREE ESTIMATES!

960 ROOFING SERVICES

NEW INSTALLATION
Roofs, Gutters

Repairs
Siding

Financing Available!
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

OLDER HOME
SPECIALIST

Free Estimates
Decades of
experience

working in the
Pointes.

ROOFING,
Chimney repairs

and masonry,
siding,

and repairs.
(313)354-2955
donparadowski

@yahoo.com

Residential
Commercial

ROOFING EXPERTS
Lifetime Warranty

on Shingles
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

981 WINDOW WASHING

Directory of ServiceS
Some classifications are not required by law to be licensed. Please check with the proper state agency to verify license.

HANDY
MAN

FIND
Your Next

HERE.
classifieds
313-882-6900

406 ESTATE SALES

SERVICING
the

GROSSE POINTES
and

Surrounding Areas
Call for a

Free Estimate.
(313)214-7936

409 GARAGE / YARD /
RUMMAGE SALE

Sunny Days
Co- Op Preschool

MOM to MOM
SALE!

Saturday, February
1st

Grosse Pointe
Woods

Presbyterian
Church

9:00- 9:30
Early Bird $3
9:30- 12:30

General Admission
$2

412 MISCELLANEOUS
ARTICLES

TWO LAMPS
from the executive

offices of the
train station
before it was
remodeled.

FIRST OFFER TAKES!
(313)521-5125
Call between
10:30 & Noon

Monday thru Friday.

415 WANTED TO BUY

SELL ME YOUR
VINYL RECORDS
We buy LP's, 45's

No collection
too large.

We come to you!
RIPE RECORDS

Call (313)469-7479

500 ANIMALS ADOPT A PET

FRENCH BULLDOG
female puppy,
ready to go.

(586)610-4556

DON’T FORGET-
Call your ads in EARLY!

Classified
Advertising

(313)882-6900 x4

YouHave

Heard?
You’ll sell it FASTER here!

classifieds
313-882-6900

THIS  WEEK

= ESTATE SALE = YARD SALE See Classifieds for more details

Yard & Estate Sale Map

1. 805 Balfour 
Grosse Pointe Park

2.  19950 Mack Ave, 
Grosse Pointe Woods

1

2
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For fans who have regu-
larly attended sporting 
events at Grosse Pointe 
North and Grosse Pointe 
South high schools over the 
past few years, Brigette 
Scarber and Cameron Mills 
have likely become familiar 
faces. Mills has spent the 
past four years as the head 
athletic trainer at South and 
Scarber has been North’s 
head athletic trainer for the 
past three years. 

Both spend almost every 
night on the sidelines of the 
court, fi eld or ice watching 
whatever Blue Devils or 
Norsemen teams are in 
action and are ready at a 
moment’s notice to treat any 
and all injuries that might 
occur. It is a job that presents 
unique opportunities each 
and every day and is one 
both Mills and Scarber have 
grown to love because it 
presents the perfect mix of 
interests.

“It was the perfect combi-
nation of sports and the med-
ical fi eld which was what I 
wanted to go into,” Mills 
said.  “... I just happened to 
be at (Grand Valley State 
University) and Grand Valley 
has a very good athletic train-
ing program so it was kind of 
just the perfect marriage.”

It was also in college where 
Scarber discovered that 
becoming an athletic trainer 
might be the right path for 
her. Scarber is a native of 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada, 
and came to Michigan when 
she decided to play basket-
ball at Adrian College and 
got to see fi rsthand what ath-

letic training was all about.
“We don’t really have ath-

letic training in the tradi-
tional sense up in Ontario,” 
Scarber said. “When I went 
to college to play basketball, 
I was around the gym a lot 
and got to meet some of the 
athletic training staff at the 
university and learned more 
about the profession. I always 
wanted to do something with 
sports, I just didn’t know 
exactly what. I really liked 
sciences and learning about 
the human body, so when I 
learned about athletic train-
ing and learned that it was 
the perfect amalgamation of 
sports and medicine, I real-
ized that was kind of a per-
fect fi t for me.”

It is hard to explore the 
average day in the life of an 
athletic trainer because there 
really is no average day, and 
that is what makes it a spe-
cial job for Mills and Scarber. 
There is no telling what 
might happen during any 
given moment of any given 
day when they are at any-
thing from a football game to 
a volleyball match. 

“There really is no average 
day … It never gets monoto-
nous or too routine,” Mills 
said. “It keeps my brain func-
tioning and there’s just never 
a dull day.”

The one thing that is rela-
tively routine for Mills and 
Scarber is how each day 
starts. Both arrive at their 
respective schools near the 
end of the school day and 
take care of any administra-
tive business they might need 
to attend to. 

As athletes end the school 
day, they can come and see 
Mills or Scarber for any help 

with recovery and rehabilita-
tion to preparation for the 
night’s upcoming games. 
Once the games kickoff, that 
is when the day really begins 
for the trainers.

“Sometimes I’m running 
from the pool to the court or 
if it’s in the fall or spring 
then I’m going between dif-
ferent  athlet ic  f ie lds ,” 
Scarber said. “The rest of my 
night usually goes with 
whatever the game dictates, 
whether it’s a couple of bas-
ketball games or swim meets 
or (if I)have to drive offsite 
and go to the hockey games. 
I just kind of go where the 
flow takes me and I like that 
aspect of the job where it’s 
not always the same every 
night but starts with the 
same relative pattern and 
routine.”

The uniqueness of every 
game and every day keeps 
Mills and Scarber always on 
their toes. What makes each 
day different is the fact that 
every athlete and every 
injury is different and needs 
its own attention and treat-
ment. The fact that they 
never know what they might 
be faced with having to treat 
on a given day has Mills and 
Scarber constantly learning 
on the job. 

“Every athlete and every 
injury is so different,” said 
Scarber. “You have to kind of 
learn how these kids tick and 
see what motivates them 
sometimes to get better. 
You’re never going to see it 
all. You’re never going to 
know it all. It’s such a unique 
position.”

“One of the main things 
that my mentors in school 
taught me was to always be 

expanding your toolbox and 
never stop learning,” Mills 
added. “I’m learning some-
thing new every day here 
which is not something I 
would have expected being 
in the field for nine years 
now.”

At the end of the day, no 
matter what they end up fac-
ing, life as a high school ath-
letic trainer is still rewarding. 
Both Mills and Scarber have 
been at their schools long 
enough now that the athletes 
they treated as freshmen are 
now upperclassmen and are 
playing some of their final 
high school seasons. 

Mills and Scarber have got-
ten to see athletes grow both 
on and off the fi eld, court or 
ice. Whether it is seeing them 
achieve a career milestone or 
simply get back on their feet 
after an injury, their hard 
work pays off in the form of 
seeing the athletes they help 

succeed in sports and in life. 
“Being able to see the 

entire process for them from 
the moment of injury, walk-
ing them through the rehab 
and seeing the process to 
when they get back on the 
court after an injury, that’s 
what it’s all about,” Mills 
said. “Seeing them back on 
the court of the field just 
makes it sweeter and is the 
best part of the job by far.”

“I get to see these athletes 
every day at practice and 
watch them in games and 
work with a group that’s so 
motivated to get better at 
their sports and at life in gen-
eral,” added Scarber. “It’s 
such a great age group to see 
the growth and maturity. It’s 
been super rewarding to see 
some of the kids I worked 
with as freshmen and sopho-
mores now being juniors and 
seniors and see their devel-
opment as athletes and peo-
ple.”

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Athletic trainers help athletes 
strive for success on and off field

A former college basketball 
player, Brigette Scarber is cur-
rently in her third year as the 
athletic trainer at Grosse 
Pointe North.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Cameron Mills has served as 
Grosse Pointe South’s athletic 
trainer for the past four years.

(586)776-7600
www.royobrien.net

9 Mile & Mack

ROY OROY O ’’ BRIENBRIEN

Dear Detroit Lions,

From Our Team to Yours
Thank you!

013025
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