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OBITUARIES
Obituary notices are purchased and often prewritten by family or friends. While 
we try to run obituaries as submitted, we nevertheless reserve the right to edit for 
accuracy, style and length.

Louise Potts 
Thomas

Louise Potts Thomas, 
86, of Grosse Pointe Park, 
passed away peacefully 
in her sleep and sur-
rounded by her family 
Wednesday, Jan. 29, 
2025. 

Louise was a beloved 
wife, mother and grand-
mother. She was widely 
known in the community 
as a longtime member 
and servant to Grosse 
Pointe Memorial Church. 
She edited the church’s 
newsletter for 22 years 
and enjoyed entertaining 
friends in the neighbor-
hood and welcoming new 
neighbors as part of the 
Newcomers Alumni Club.

Louise was born Nov. 
28, 1938. She had very 
fond memories as a child 
helping on the 260-acre 
family farm where she 
lived until the family 
moved to their house in 
Pittsburgh. She and her 
sister, Anne, returned to 
the farm in the summer 
to raise chickens and col-
lect and sell their eggs. 
There they also swam in 
the Beaver Run Reservoir, 
walked in the woods and 
played with their pet 
deer, Bambi.

In her teen years, she 
developed a real talent 
for writing. She com-

posed many stories and 
later earned a degree in 
journalism at Ohio 
University. After gradua-
tion she spent an entire 
summer in Mexico before 
she settled into a job as a 
writer for the Pittsburgh 
Chamber of Commerce. 
She married Al June 2, 
1962, and later became a 
full-time mother. Then, 
having been out of jour-
nalism for 15 years,  she 
tried to get back in. 
Despite many initial 
rejections, she found her 
way and eventually 
became the editor of the 
Detroit Chamber of 
Commerce magazine, 
The Detroiter.

Louise is survived by 
her sister, Anne Vogeding 
(Ed); children, Bruce 
(Santhi) ,  Jeff  and 
Jennifer; and grandchil-
dren, Edward, Catherine, 
T h o m a s ,  J e s s i c a , 
Amanda, Jeffrey, Previn 
and Suraj. She was pre-
deceased by her parents, 
Sydney and Catherine 
Potts; beloved cousin and 
childhood friend, Harvey 
Reed; and daughter-in-
law, Chris Thomas.

A celebration of life 
service will be held at 11 
a.m. Saturday, March 15, 
a t  Grosse  Po in te 
Memorial Church, 16 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms. 

William Charles 
“Rusty” 

Beckenhauer III

W i l l i a m  C h a r l e s 
“Rusty” Beckenhauer III, 
81, of Traverse City, 
passed away Sunday, 
Jan. 19, 2025, in the 
arms of his beloved wife 
of almost 50 years, 
Patricia “Tricia” Janet 
( n e e  T a u b e r ) 
Beckenhauer.

Rusty was born Feb. 2, 
1943, in Detroit, to 
William Charles and H. 
Madelene “Billie” (nee 
Leslie) Beckenhauer and 
lived with his parents 
and sisters in Grosse 
Pointe. Rusty spent 
much of his childhood 
on sports fi elds and at 
Lochmoor Club. He had 
fond memories of play-
ing football and swim-
ming for Grosse Pointe 
High School and formed 
lifelong friendships with 
members of his graduat-
ing class of 1961. 

Rusty attended Albion 
College and graduated 
from Wayne State 
University. He settled in 
Harper Woods with his 
fi rst wife and their three 
daughters and pursued a 
career as a manufactur-
er’s representative. 
Rusty married Tricia 
Nov. 19, 1975, and after 

a successful career in 
the automotive industry 
they moved with their 
daughter to Petoskey, 
where he worked as a 
real estate developer. 
Returning to their home 
on Lincoln Road in 
Grosse Pointe, Rusty 
enjoyed many years 
sharing cocktails and 
lawn equipment with his 
neighbors and engaging 
their children in elabo-
rate water fights. He 
also returned to the auto 
industry working for the 
Woodbridge Group and 
rekindled his love of golf 
through a membership 
at the Detroit Golf Club. 
Rusty and Tricia retired 
to Traverse City, where 
he built his dream home 
and spent countless 
hours landscaping, kay-
aking on the bay and 
spending time with fam-
ily and friends at the 
Grand Traverse Yacht 
Club.

Rusty loved his family 
fi ercely and never failed 
to let them know he was 
proud of them. He was 
frequently found behind 
the starting block or 
backstop, in the front 
row of the auditorium or 

cheering on the side-
lines of the sporting 
events and perfor-
mances of his children, 
nieces, nephews and 
grandchildren. Rusty 
offered support and 
advice freely and often 
to anyone who would lis-
ten.

Rusty is survived by 
his wife, Tricia; daugh-
ters, Kristin Mallegg 
(Michael) ,  Stefanie 
Brown (Peter), Tracy 
Smith (Thomas) and 
L a u r e n  J e f f r i e s 
(Christopher); grand-
children, Alexander 
Brown, Connor Mallegg, 
Matthew Brown, Maggie 
B r o w n ,  C a m e r o n 
Mallegg, Macey Smith, 
Harrison Jeffries, Beck 
Smith, Grady Jeffries 
and Wiley Jeffries; and 
sisters, Leslie Tranter 
(Thomas) and Lisa 
Hoerder (Julian). Rusty 
will be missed dearly by 
his nieces and nephews 
and their children, 
whom he loved as if they 
were his own.

Services will be held 
in Grosse Pointe at a 
later date. In lieu of fl ow-
ers, memorial donations 
may be made to Step Up 

Northern Michigan, 
3159 Ogidaki Trail, 
Traverse City, MI 49686, 
bit.ly/3WHPErJ.

Sharon Diane 
DiGiulio

S h a r o n  D i a n e 
DiGiulio, 84, beloved 
daughter of Carl and 
Margaret Lamparter, 
both deceased, and lov-
ing wife of the late Dr. 
Walter DiGiulio, passed 
a w a y  p e a c e f u l l y 
Monday, Feb. 3, 2025, 
surrounded by family.

Sharon is survived by 
her three devoted chil-
dren, Walter DiGiulio, 
Linda Krehbiel and 
Caroline DiGiulio; her 
b r o t h e r ,  R o n a l d 
Lamparter (Mary); sis-
ter, Judith Swink (the 
late Bill), and longtime 
companion, Anthony 
Giorgio.

Sharon will be deeply 
missed by all who knew 
and loved her.

Information about vis-
itation and services may 
be found on the website 
of A. H. Peters Funeral 
Home, Grosse Pointe 
Woods, at ahpeters.com.
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“I don’t know if I have 
a style,” she added. “I 
just do what I feel like 
doing — whatever 

comes out. Sometimes 
it’s a lot of color, some-
times it’s not so much 
color. My style is my 
style.”

Her medium of choice 
these days is acrylic, 
though she previously 

painted with oils. But 
she is willing to try any-
thing, which is evident 
in her solo show. 

“Digital, oil, acrylic, 
encaustic — it’s all 
there,” she said. “There 
are so many different 
materials I’d like to try, 
like encaustic (hot wax 

painting). There’s a 
piece in this show. It’s 
fun to do; I’m consider-
ing doing it again.”

Markel l  said she 
hopes viewers of her 
solo show find some-
thing they can relate to 
in her work. 

“I hope they find 

something that, if they 
look at it long enough, it 
makes them think of 
something that has hap-
pened or is happening 
in their own life,” she 
said.

“I enjoy doing this,” 
she added. “I never feel 
lonely. When you make 

art, you’re in your own 
head, doing your own 
thing often by yourself. 
But I have no problem 
being alone when I’m 
making art. It’s a nice 
way to get into myself 
and lose everything 
else. It gets me into a 
Zen feeling.”

“Yuki-oona (Snow Woman)” by Loretta Markell.

SOLO:
Continued from page 5B
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Above, “Gullible Guy” by Loretta Markell. Right, 
Markell’s “Wonderment.”










































